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RHODE  ISI/ANB   SUPREBCE  COURT. 

THOMAS  M.  BARBER  et  al. 

T. 

THEODORE   S.   ANDREWS. 

(2»  R.  I.  61,  69  Atl.  1.) 

Sale  ^  vendor's  possession  —  good  f altb. 
I.  A  jury  is  warranted  in  finding  that  a 
•ale  of  hajr  to  be  stored  in  the  seller's  barn 
was  made  in  good  faith,  vhere  the  buyers, 
who  employed  a  number  of  horses  in  difTer- 
ent  localities,  moving  from  place  to  place, 
did  not  need  the  hay  immediately,  the  place 
was  convenient  for  storage,  the  price  paid 


was  fair,  and  the  method  of  estimating  the 
quantity  by  measurement  was  convenient 
and  approximately  correct. 
Same  — identification  of  sab]ect*inatter. 
2.  A  sale  of  20  tons  of  bay  from  a  larger 
quantity  in  a  mow  is  complete,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent its  subsequent  attachment  as  the  prop- 
erty of  the  seller,  although  there  was  no 
distinguishing  mark  placed  upon  it,  and 
the  portion  sold  is  not  separated  from  the 
portion  retained,  where  it  is  agreed  that  the 
amount  sold  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  10,000 
cubic  feet  lying  nearest  a  specified  wall  of 
the  bam,  extending  from  side  to  side  of  the 
mow. 

(March  23,  1908.) 


Xote.  —  The  auffldency  of  selection  or 
deMgnatton  of  goods  sold  out  of  a 
larger  lot. 

I.  Scope  of  note,   2. 
II.  The   definition   and   elements   of   a 
sale,  6. 

III.  Distinction  between  executory  and 

executed  sales,  0. 

IV.  The   influence   of  the  intention  of 

the  parties,  7. 
V.  Risk  of  loss  an  accompaniment  of 

title,  10. 
VI.  The  completion  of  a  sale,  10. 
VII.  The  necessity  of  agreeing  upon  the 

price,   12. 
VIII.  The    necessity    of    the   buyer's    ac- 
ceptance,  1 3. 
IX  The  need  to  put  property  sold  in  a 
deliverable  state,  14. 
X.  The  necessity  of  identifying  the  sub- 
ject of  a  sale,  15. 
XI.  Identification  by  marks,  16. 

XII.  The  necessity  of  counting,  weighing, 

or  measuring   the    subject   of    a 
sale,  17. 

XIII.  The  necessity  of  delivery,  21. 

XIV.  The  effect  of  actual  delivery. 

a.  Of  the  entire  subject  of  a  sale, 

22. 

b.  Of  an  excessive  quantity,  23. 
e.  Of  a  part  of  a  purchase,  25. 

X7,  What  constitutes  a  sufficient  deliv- 
ery to  transfer  title  to  prop- 
erty sold.      , 

„  a.  In  general,  27. 

M  LJU.(N.S.) 


XV. — continued. 

b.  Of   particular   commodities   in 
the  seller's  possession. 

1.  Growing  crops,   30. 

2.  Hay  and  fodder,  31. 

3.  Tobacco,  32. 

4.  Cotton. 

(a)  In  the  bales,  32. 

(b)  At  the  gin,  33. 
6.  Grain,   33. 

6.  Flour,  35. 

7.  Sugar  and  molasses,  35. 

8.  Provisions,  36. 

9.  Distilled     and     fermented 

liquors,  36. 

10.  Essential  oils,  37. 

11.  Standing  timber,   37. 

12.  Logs  and  cord  wood,   38. 

13.  Tan  bark,  40. 

14.  Lumber. 

(a)  Cut,  40. 

(b)  Manufactured,  41. 

15.  General  stocks  of  merchan- 

dise. 

(a)  Transfers  with   res- 

ervations, 41. 

(b)  Selected  invoices. 42. 

16.  Textile  fabrics  and  leather, 

42. 

17.  Bricks,  42. 

18.  Metals,  ores,  and  minerals. 

44. 

19.  Chattels,  44. 

20.  Live  stock,  45. 

XVI.  Property  in   the  keeping  of   third 
persons,  47. 
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RHODE  ISLAND  SUPREME  COURT. 


Ma& 


Ii>XCEPTIONS  by  defendant  to  rulings  of 
J  the  Superior  Court  for  Providence 
County,  made  during  the  trial  of  an  action 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  the  alleged 
conversion  of  certain  hay.    Overruled. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Patrick  H.  Qulnn,  for  defendant: 

There  must  have  been  a  separation  in  a 
case  like  the  one  at  bar,  in  order  to  pas-i 
title. 

Benjamin,  Sales,  p.  334;  Elgee  Cotton 
Cases  (United  Stotes  v.  Woodruff)  22  Wall. 
180,  22  L.  ed.  863;  Tiffany,  Sales,  94;  Bur- 
dick,  Sales,  43;  Busk  v.  Davis, '2  Maule  &  S. 
397 ;  White  v.  Wilks,  6  Taunt  176,  23  Eng. 
Rul.  Cas.  252;  Scudder  v.  Worcester,  11 
Cush.  573;  Young  ▼.  Austin,  6  Pick.  280; 
Keeler  v.  Goodwin,  111  Mass.  490. 


Messrs.  W.  lionis  Frost  anil  Frederick 
C.  OIney,  for  plaintiffs: 

The  presumption  of  law  is  that  the  eon- 
tract  is  an  actual  sale. 

24  Am.  ft  Eng.  Enc  Law,  2d-ed.  p.  105}; 
Benjamin,  Sales,  §§  313-317;  Tarling  v. 
Baxter,  0  Bam.  ft  C.  365,  23  Eng.  Rul.  Cas. 
267;  1  Mechem,  Sales,  §  501. 

Where  the  portion  of  the  m'ass  or  lot 
which  is  the  subject  of  the  contract  is 
designated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it 
easily  distinguishable  from  that  with  which 
it  is  mixed,  n<f  other  separation  or  appro- 
priation is  necessary  to  render  the  contract 
complete,  and  to  pass  the  title. 

24  Am.  ft  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  1058; 
Webster  v.  Anderson,  42  Mich.  564,  36  Am. 
Rep.  452,  4  N.  W.  288;  Ropes  v.  Lane,  9 


XVIL  Community  of  ownership  in  masses 

of  personal  property,  52. 
XVIII.  The   necessity  of  dividing  bulk  on 
sales  of  part  of  a  mass, 
a.  The  general  doctrine,  54. 
bi  Indistinguishable  units  and  ho- 
*  mogeneous  masses. 

1.  The      decisions    for      and 

against,  57. 

2.  Reasoning,   criticism,    and 

counter  criticism,  62. 
XIX.  Conclusion,  71. 

/.  Scope  of  note. 

The  authorities  upon  this  subject  are  so 
numerous  and  discordant  that  it  has  been 
necessary  on  the  one  hand  to  exclude,  so  far 
as  that  with  safety  could  be  done,  and,  upon 
the  other,  to  include,  so  far  as  they  could 
aid  in  solving  this  perplexing  problem  in 
the  law  of  sales,  every  possible  case.  The 
cases  which  decide  nothing  but  the  effect  of 
the  shipment  of  merchandise  or  chattels  by 
common  carriers  after  sales,  to  pass  owner- 
ship from  seller  to  buyer,  have  been  omit- 
ted; so,  too,  have  eases  deciding  whether  a 
sale  made  in  one  state,  of  goods  delivered 
I  to  the  buyer  in  another,  was  completed  in 
the  first  or  the  second  state.  Again,  there 
have  been  left  out  all  those  cases  that 
have  dealt  with  the  question  whether  ma- 
terials for  the  construction  and  repair  of 
buildings,  etc.,  when  brought  to  the  place 
where  they  are  to  be  used,  become  the  prop- 
erty of  the  landowner,  or  remain  the  prop- 
erty of  the  contractor;  and  in  this  class  of 
omissions  fall  cases  of  shipbuilding  con- 
tracts, with  payments  by  instalments.  Re- 
lated to  the  cases  just  mentioned  is  another 
line,  viz.:  those  concerning  contracts  for 
the  purchase  and  delivery  from  time  to 
time,  with  payments  on  account,  of  lumber 
to  be  cut,  coal  to  be  mined,  salt  or  textiles 
to  be  manufactured,  crops  to  be  grown,  the 
season's  output  of  mills,  factories,  etc., — 
all  these,  with  few  exceptions,  have  been  ex- 
cluded. The  last  class  of  cases  left  out  are 
those  involving  sales  of  intangible  proper- 
ties, stocks,  bonds,  lottery  tickets,  and  the 
like.  It  is  believed  that  none  of  these  cases 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


will  add  aught  to  the  discussion  not  other- 
wise presented.  It  is  the  general  policy  of 
these  reports  not  to  repeat  matter  already 
published,  and  therefore  the  reader  is  re-, 
ferred  to  the  following  previous  notes,  to 
wit:  The  note  to  Farmers'  Phosphate  Co. 
v.  Gill,  1  L.RA.  767,  on  when  title  passes 
on  the  sale  of  goods;  the  note  to  Lord  v. 
Edwards,  2  L.R.A.  619,  on  the  completion 
of  a  contract  of  sale  by  delivery;  the  note 
to  Dunn  v.  State,  3  L.RA.  199,  on  title  not 
passing  by  a  sale  when  anything  remains 
to  be  done  by  the  seller;  and  the  note  to 
Com.  v.  Hess,  17  L.RA.  176,  on  the  es- 
sentials to  a  valid  sale  of  goods,  in  the 
earlier  series  of  these  reports,  and,  in  the 

firesent  series,  the  note  to  Bunday  v.  Co- 
umbus  Mach.  Co.  5  L,R.A.(K.S.)  475,  on 
the  effect  of  retaining  title  to  personal  prop- 
erty until  price  is  paid  in  making  a  sale  ex- 
ecutory; the  note  to  State  v.  Johnson,  11  ' 
L.RA. (N.S.)  872,  on  dividing  consignment 
of  liquor  as  a  sale;  and  the  note  to  Dead- 
wyler  v.  Karow,  19  L.R.A. (N.S.)  197,  on 
the  effect  of  the  destruction  after  actual  or 
constructive  delivery  of  property  sold,  pre- 
venting the  ascertainment  of  contract  price. 
In  this  association  the  reader  may  be  re- 
ferred to  the  following  notes  in  the  Law- 
yers' Edition  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  Reports,  namely:  the  note  to  Gibson 
V.  Stevens,  12  L.  ed.  U.  S.  1123,  on  the 
sufficiency  of  delivery  of  heavy  and  bulky 
goods  to  pass  title;  the  note  to  Schutz  v. 
Jordan,  35  L.  ed.  U.  S.  705,  on  the  need  and 
sufficiency  of  delivery;  and  the  note  to 
Briggs  v.  United  States,  36  L.  ed.  U.  S.  180, 
on  the  same  topic. 

Turning  now  to  speak  of  the  great  num- 
ber of  cases  which  have  been  included  and 
presented  with  much  detail  in  this  note, 
if  any  justification  for  such  a  course  should 
be  considered  necessary  it  will  be  found^  in 
the  many  remarks  in  point  made  by  .jurists 
in  deciding  concrete  cases,  concerning  the 
difficulty  in  determining  from  the  confusing 
and  conflicting  precedents  when  the  title 
passes  in  any  given  transaction  by  a  con- 
tract of  sale. 

In  Olyphant  v.  Baker,  6  Denio,  379,  and 
in  Graff  v.  Fitch,  58  111.  373,  11  Am,  Bcp. 
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Allen,  510;  Tift  ▼.  Wight  ft  W.  Co.  113  Ga. 
C81,  39  S.  B.  603;  Colwell  v.  Keystone  Iroa 
Co.  30  Mich.  51;  Griswold  v.  Scott,  60  Vt. 
5o0,  29  AtL  1013;  Commercial  Nat.  Bank 
V.  Davidson,  18  Or.  67,  22  Pac.  517 ;  Robert- 
son T.  Hunt,  77  Tex.  321,  14  S.  VV.  68;  New- 
comb  T.  Cabell,  10  Bush,  460;  Lingham  v. 
^leston,  27  Mich.  326;  Barney  v.  Brown, 
2  Vt  374,  19  Am.  Dec.  720;  Groat  v.  Gile, 
61  N.  Y.  431;  Sanger  v.  Waterbury,  116  N. 
V.  371,  22  N.  E.  404. 

Donglas,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

This  action  is  brought  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  the  conversion '  of  20  tons  of  hay 
which  were  attached  by  the  defendant,  a 
deputy    sheriff,    as    the    property    of    one 


George  A.  Carr,  and  sold  by  order  of  the 
court. 

The  plaintiffs  aver  that  at  a  time  previous 
to  the  attachment,  they  bought  the  hay  of 
Carr,  and  paid  for  the  same  by  remitting  a 
cash  claim  against  him  and  by  delivery  of  a 
horse  to  him.  The  hay  in  question  was  part 
of  a  larger  quantity  of  good  hay  stored  in 
bulk  at  the  east  end  of  the  mow  in  a  barn 
occupied  by  Carr.  In  front  and  over  this  lot 
of  hay  a  quantity  of  millet  and  rye  straw 
was  placed,  from  which,  from  time  to  time, 
Carr  fed  his  cattle.  According  to  the  testi- 
mony of  Carr  and  of  the  plaintiffs,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  plaintiffs  were  to  take  the 
hay  away  at  their  convenience,  that  500 
cubic  feet  should  be  estimated  as  a  ton,  and 
the  10,000  cubic  feet  should  he  ascertained 


85,  it  was  said  to  be  in  many  cases  of  sales 
of  personal  property  a  very  nice  and  dif- 
ficult Question  to  determine  whether  or  not 
the  title  has  passed. 

The  court  in  Sfaealy  v.  Edwards,  73  Ala. 
175,  49  Am.  Rep.  43,  regarded  the  subject 
as  "still  involved  in  much  confusion,  not- 
withstanding the  vast  resources  of  learning 
expended  upon  it  by  the  jurists  and  law 
writers  of  the  past  century." 

There  is  much  conflict  of  authority,  ac- 
cording to  the  court  in  Lauber  v.  John- 
ston. 54  Wash.  59,  102  Pac.  873,  as  to  when 
the  title  passes  on  a-  sale  of  personal  proper- 
ty which  must  be  selected  and  separated 
from  a  larger  mass. 

It  is  impossible,  said  Sir  Cresswell  Cress- 
well,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the 
court  in  Gilmour  v.  Supple,  11  Moore,  P.  C. 
C.  551,  to  examine  the  decision  on  this  sub- 
ject without  being  struck  with  the  ingenui- 
ty with  which  sellers  have  contended  that 
the  property  in  goods  contracted  for  had 
or  had  not  become  vested  in  the  buyers,  ac- 
cording as  it  suited  their  interest;  and  buy- 
ers or  their  representatives  have,  with  equal 
ingenuity,  endeavored  to  show  that  they 
had  or  had  not  acquired  the  property  in 
that  for  which  they  contracted;  and  judges 
have,  not  unnaturally,  appeared  anxious  to 
find  reasons  which  seemed  to  them  most 
.  consistent  with  natural  justice.  In  such 
circumstances  it  cannot  occasion  much  sur- 
prise if  some  of  the  numerous  reported  de- 
cisions have  made  very  nice  and  subtle  dis- 
tinctions, and  if  some  of  them  should  not 
appear  altogether  reconcilable  with  others. 

These  remarks  were  quoted  with  approval 
by  the  court  in  Kelsea  v.  Haines,  41  N.  H. 
246,  and  in  Wilson  v.  Shaver,  3  Ont.  L.  Rep. 
110,  affirming  1  Ont.  L.  Rep.  107,  Osier,  J. 
A,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court 
of  appeal,  referred  to  them  by  saying :  This 
ease  illustrates  very  well  the  observations  of 
Creswell,  J.,  as  to  the  ingenuity  with  which 
vendors  and  purchasers  contend  that  the 
property  in  goiods  contracted  for  has  or  has 
sot  become  vested  in  the  buyer,  according 
**  it  suits  their  respective  interests.  It  is 
cssy  to  conceive  that,  in  other  circumstan- 
ce<.  if  the  wood  bad  not  been  destroyed,  the 
2«  URAiKS.) 


parties  would  have  been  found  taking  pre- 
cisely the  opposite  view  for  which  they  now 
respectively  contend,  the  plaintiff  asserting 
that  the  word  had  become  his,  and  the  de- 
fendant or  his  execution  creditor  or  anoth- 
er purchaser,  that  notwithstanding  what 
is  now  relied  upon  as  proof  of  an  uncondi- 
tional appropriation  of  the  wood  to  the  con- 
tract, it  still  remained  within  the  defend- 
ant's control  or  right  of  disposition,  as 
against  the  plaintiff. 

The  question  when  title  to  personal  prop- 
erty passes  from  seller  to  buyer,  said  the 
court  in  State  ex  rel.  Vilas  v.  VVharton,  117 
Wis.  558,  94  N.  W.  359,  is  often  one  of 
much  doubt  and  nicety,  especially  when  the 
property  is  of  such  character  and  so  situ- 
ated as  to  be  incapable  of  physicial  tradi- 
tion from  one  to  the  other;  and  since  bar- 
gain and  sale  is  the  most  frequent  form  of 
business  transaction,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  this  question  should  have  been  among 
those  most  often  considered  by  the  courts, 
and  therefore  elucidated  or  clouded  by  a 
great  variety  of  distinctions  and  refine- 
ments. 

It  is  a  singular  fact,  said  MuIIin,  J.,  in 
Halterline  v.  Rice,  62  Barb.  603,  that  the 
courts  in  England  have  been  for  centuries 
striving  to  settle  the  law  by  which  sales 
of  chattels  are  governed. 

It  is  not  yet  settled  in  that  country  nor 
in  this,  whether  the  vendor  or  the  vendee  is 
the  owner  of  an  article  purchased  of  a  me- 
chanic, before  completion  and  the  price  paid, 
where  there  is  no  absolute  delivery  made  to 
the  purchaser.  When  I  say  it  is  not  settled, 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  is  not  a 
preponderance  of  authority  in  favor  of  the 
ownership  of  one  of  the  parties,  but  that 
it  is  [not]  so  conclusively  settled  as  not 
to  be  open  to  question. 

There  is,  said  the  court  in  Commercial 
Nat  Bank  v.  Gillette,  90  Ind.  268,  46  Am. 
Rep.  222,  much  strife  in  the  American  cases 
upon  the  question  whether  or  not  the  title 
passes  upon  the  sale  of  a  number  of  arti- 
cles out  of  a  larger  number,  all  of  the  same 
kind  and  quality,  without  separation  or 
identification  of  the  specific  articles  sold, 
but  none  in  the  English;  the  weight  of  the 
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by  measuring  from  the  east  end  of  the  mow, 
taking  tlie  entire  width  of  the  barn.  No 
separation  of  the  20  tons  was  made,  and  no 
measurement  or  weighing  actually  took 
place.  The  plaintiffs  rely  upon  this  agree- 
ment as  to  the  method  of  measurement  as 
equivalent  to  an  apportionment. 

The  underlying  principle  of  all  the  cases 
on  the  subject  is  that,  to  constitute  a  sale,, 
the  parties  must  intend  to  transfer  the  im- 
mediate ownership  in  some  specific  thing. 
1  Mechem,  Sales,  §  497;  Elgee  Cotton  Cases 
(United  States  v.  Woodruff)  22  Wall.  180, 
187,  22  L.  ed.  863,  867;  Riddle  v.  Varnum, 
20  Pick.  280,  283,  284.  When  actual  de- 
livery is  made,  this  is  prima  facie-  proof  of 
the  intention  to  pass  the  title.  When  the 
vendor  retains  possession,  it  is  prima  facie 


proof  that  the  transaction  is  an  executory 
agreement  to  sell.  The  effect  of  delivery 
or  of  retention  of  possession  by  the  seller 
may  be  rebutted  by  more  cogent  evidence  of 
intention.  "The  parties  may  lawfully  agree 
to  an  immediate  transference  of  the  prop- 
erty in  goods,  although  the  seller  is  to  do 
many  things  to  them  before  they  are  to  be 
deliverable;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
may  agree  to  postpone  the  vesting  of  the 
property  till  after  the  fulfilment  of  any  con- 
ditions they  please."  Blackburn,  Sales, 
121.  But  it  is  impossible  to  pass  title  to 
property  in  existence  which  is  not  identified 
by  the  terms  of  the  contract.  The  vendor 
and  the  vendee  must  have  in  mind  the  same 
thing  in  order  to  pass  the  title  to  it.  Two 
questions,    therefore,    arise    in    this    case: 


former  is  perhaps  with  the  theory  that  the 
title  passes,  but  the  text  writers  are,  so  far 
as  we  have  examined,  all  with  the  English 
decisions.  Our  own  cases  are  in  harmony 
with  the  long-established  rule  of  the  com- 
mon law;  and  then,  it  added,  the  civil-law 
rule  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  common  law, 
and  our  great  lawyers  have  given  it  unhesi- 
tating approval. 

Many  cases  have  been  decided  in  refer- 
ence to  the  sale  and  delivery  of  chattels, 
said  the  court  in  Hall  v.  Richardson,  16 
Md.  396,  7  Am.  Dec.  303,  and  the  principles 
governing  such  questions  appear  to  be  well 
settled ;  but  much  difiiculty  is  often  present- 
ed when  judicial  tribunals  come  to  apply 
them,  arising  from  the  great  variety  of  mer- 
cantile transactions.  Some  of  the  cases  are 
difficult  to  be  reconciled,  if  not  altogether 
inconsistent  with  others;  and  in  most  it 
may  be  said  that  the  courts  have  endeavored 
to  ascertain  the  intention  of  the  parties,  and 
apply  that  test  as  a  controlling  principle 
in  defining  their  rights  and  obligations;  in- 
attention to  which  has  not  infrequently 
caused   great   injustice. 

This  question,  said  Scudder,  J.,  for  the 
court,  in  Hires  v.  Hurff,  39  N.  J.  L.  4,  refer- 
ring to  the  subject  of  this  note  (and  his 
language  is  worthy  of  notice,  notwithstand- 
ing the  subsequent  reversal  of  the  judg- 
ment reached  by  himself  and  his  associates, 
in  the  court  of  errors  and  appeals,  40  N.  J. 
L.  581,  29  Am.  Rep.  282),  is  so  important 
in  its  relation  to  the  business  of  merchants 
and  others  in  buying  and  selling  the  various 
commodities  which  are  the  objects  of  trade, 
that  it  is  not  strange  there  should  be  many 
conflicts  and  nice  distinctions  found  in  the 
books  in  determining  the  rights  of  the  par- 
ties. It  is  desirable  that  the  law  affecting 
sales  should  be  as  fixed  and  well  defined  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  that  all 
may  know  it,  and  deal  securely  with  refer- 
ence to  such  law,  yet  there  is  scarcely  a  sub- 
ject in  the  law  which  conflicting  decisions 
have  left  in  greater  uncertainty. 

That  there  is  much  confusion  of  ideas  and 
many  conflicting  decisions  as  to  the  vesting 
of  the  title  on  a  sale  of  personal  property, 
remarked,  Lowrie,  J.,  for  the  court,  in  Wins- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


low  V.  Leonard,  24  Pa.  14,  62  AIn.  Dec.  354, 
is  readily  discoverable;  and  much  of  this 
arises  from  the  misleading  influence  of  un- 
suitable analogies.  We  will  refer  to  some 
of  them  here,  in  order  that  we  may  show  the 
propriety  of  setting  such  decisions  aside  or 
using  them  cautiously. 

The  principle,  be  continued,  that  so  long 
as  anything  remains  to  be  done  to  ascertain 
the  price,  quantity,  or  quality  of  the  thing 
sold,  the  title  does  not  pass,  has  its  origin 
almost  entirely  in  the  sense  of  justice  that 
protects  impaid  vendors  against  the  fraud 
or  failure  of  their  vendees;  and  very  slight 
circumstances  showing  any  remaining  con- 
trol in  the  vendor  will  be  allowed  to  pre- 
vail in  such  cases.  The  meaning  is  that  so 
long  as  any  of  these  things  remain  to  be 
done,  an  unpaid  vendor  who  is  in  danger  of 
losing  the  price  may  rescind  the  sale.  And 
the  same  sense  of  justice  operates  in  favor 
of  a  purchaser  who  has  paid,  and  thus  re- 
verses the  result  when  the  other  circumstan- 
ces are  the  same. 

The  class  of  cases,  he  went  on  to  say, 
which  have  tended  most  powerfully  to  em- 
barrass the  subject,  are  those  wherein  the 
real  question  was  not,  Has  the  title  vested  in 
the  vendee  ?  but.  Has  it  so  absolutely  vested 
as  to  take  away  the  lien  of  the  vendor  for 
unpaid  purchase  money,  or  his  right  to  stop 
in  tranaitut  Yet  to  this  class  belong  most 
of  the  older  cases  which  are  usually  re- 
ferred to  as  leading  cases  in  the  present 
question  [of  the  ownership  of  personal  prop- 
erty, as  between  rival  transferees  of  the 
same  vendors],  though  they  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it;  for  it  is  very  plain  that  the 
title  may  vest  even  while  the  vendor  has 
such  remaining  control  over  the  goods  as  en- 
titles him  to  arrest  their  full  delivery  on 
default  of  payment  or  on  the  failure  of  the 
vendee. 

In  determining  the  intricate  question  as 
to  what  acts  are  sufficient  between  the  par- 
ties to  transfer  property  in  a  chattel  not 
made  at  the  time  of  the  contract,  but  made 
afterwards,  said  Osier,  J.  A.,  in  Wilson  v. 
Shaver,  supra,  quoting  Wilson,  J.,  in  Rob- 
ertson V.  Strickland,  28  U.  C.  Q.  B.  221,  we 
must  ascertain  clearly  what  the  precise  facts 
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First,  did  th«  parties,  in  good  faith,  make 
the  contract  which  they  testify  tot  Second- 
ly, TI8  the  designation  of  the  subject-matter 
in  the  terms  of  the  contract  sufficient  to 
identify  the  thing  sold! 

It  is  shown,  in  support  of  the  claim  of 
good  faith,  that  the  plaintiffs  were  engaged 
in  the  business  of  cutting  and  sawing  lum- 
ber, and  had  in  operation  several  portable 
nwmills  which  they  moved  from  place  to 
plaee  as  the  timber  was  cut;  that  they  also 
owned  and  employed  a  number  of  horses; 
that  the  location  of  Carr's  bam  was  a  con- 
venient place  of  storage  for  the  hay  which 
they  did  not  need  to  use  immediately;  that 
the  price  paid  was  a  fair  pne,  and  the  mode 
of  estimating  the  quantity  convenient  and 
approximately  correct.    These  considerations 


and  the  declarations  of  the  parties  satis- 
fied the  jury  that  a  bona  fide  sale  was  In- 
tended, and  we  cannot  say  that  they  erred  in 
so  finding.  The  question  of  the  intention 
of  the  parties  is  usually  one  to  be  deter- 
mined from  all  the  facts  and  circumstances 
surrounding  the  particular  case,  and,  like 
such  questions  generally,  is  pre-eminently  a 
question  for  the  jury.  1  Mechem,  Sales, 
§  502. 

The  second  question,  at  first  sight,  pre- 
sents more  difficulty.  The  defendant  urges 
with  plausibility  that  the  sale  of  20  tons 
of  hay  out  of  a  larger  quantity  is  as  in- 
definite as  the  sale  of  SO  tons  of  oil,  to  be 
drawn  from  a  mass  of  00  tons,  as  in  Wal- 
lace V.  Breeds,  13  East,  522.  Or  10  tons  out 
of  18  tons  of  flax,  as  in  Busk  v.  Davis,  2 


of  the  case  are  before  we  can  apply  with 
confidence  rules  of  law  settled  by  many  de- 
cisions not  always  concordant,  and  at  times 
distinguished  by  some  very  minute  circum- 
stances of  difference. 

The  reader,  then,  will  doubtless  appre- 
ciate a  display  of  all  the  cases  in  point  in 
detail  full  enough  to  enable  him  to  know  the 
exact  facts  which  governed  each,  and  to 
draw  the  proper  conclusion  in  solving  any 
concrete  problem. 

The  British  Parliament,  in  1893,  enacted 
a  statute  (the  sale  of  goods  act,  S6  ft  S7 
Viet  chap.  71)  formulating  certain  rules 
for  determining  when,  in  cases  of  dubiety, 
the  ownership  of  personal  property  passes 
from  seller  to  buyer  upon  a  contract  of 
sale.  The  English  and  British  colonial  de- 
cisions since  the  act  became  a  law  have, 
of  course,  all  been  governed  by  its  .terms, 
although  the  purpose  of  its  enactment  was 
rather  to  clarify  than  to  change  the  law  of 
■ales. 

If.  The  definition  and  elements   of  a 
tale. 

Blaekstone  defined  a  sale  as  the  transmu- 
tation of  property  from  one  man  to  another, 
is  eonsideration  of  some  price  or  recom- 
pense in  value.     2  BI.  Com.  447. 

This  definition  was  adopted  in  Woodward 
V.  Solomon,  7  Ga.  246,  and  in  Barrow  v. 
Window,  71  111.  214. 

Bnt  it  has  been  criticized  as  a  definition 
that  "does  not  fully  express  the  essential 
elements  which  enter  into  and  make  the 
contract"  of  sale.  Gardner  v.  Lane,  12  Al- 
len, 39. 

Another  definition  is  that  a  sale  is  a 
transfer  of  the  absolute  or  general  property 
in  a  thing,  for  a  price  in  money.  Allen  v. 
Maury,  66  Ala.  10 ;  Foley  v.  Felrath,  98  Ala. 
176.  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  30,  13  So.  485. 

This  definition  has  the  merit  of  differen- 
tiating a  sale  from  an  exchange. 

The  essentials  of  a  valid  and  complete 
nie  at  common  law  are,  a  proper  subject, 
sn  agreed  price,  and  the  consent  of  the  con- 
tracting parties;  an  actual  delivery,  as  be- 
tween such  {.jrties,  is  not  necessary.  Bene- 
28  ULA.(N.S.) 


diet  &  B.  Mfg.  Co.  y.  Jones,  64  Mo.  App. 
218. 

The  essential  elements  of  a  sale  are,  per- 
sons competent  to  contract,  an  agreement  to 
sell,  and  the  mutual  assent  by  the  parties  to 
the  subject-matter  and  the  price.  If  anyone 
of  these  elements  is. absent,  there  is  no  sale. 
Gardner  v.  Lane,  12  Allen,  39. 

A  subject  to  be  sold,  a  price  or  recom- 
pense, and  the  mutual  consent  of  the  parties, 
are  the  three  things  necessary  to  a  sale. 
Woodward  v.  Solomon,  7  Ga.  246. 

At  common  law  nothing  was  required  to 
give  validity  to  a  sale  of  personal  property 
except  the  mutual  assent  of  the  parties  to 
the  contract.  Hatch  v.  Standard  Oil  Co. 
100  U.  8.  124,  26  L.  ed.  654. 

It  is  an  element  essential  to  a  complete 
sale  of  personal  property  that  the  vendor 
relinquishes  to  the  vendee  the  dominion  and 
control  over  the  property  sold.  Fleming  v. 
State,  106  Ga.  369,  32  S.  E.  338. 

The  property  does  not  pass  absolutely  on 
a  sale  unless  the  sale'  is  completed.  Graff 
v.  Fitch,  58  111.  373,  11  Am.  Rep.  85. 

This,  according  to  the  court  in  Caruthers 
V.  McGarvey,  41  Cal.  16,  is  elementanr  law. 

It  is  an  elementary  principle  of  law, 
said  the  court  in  Priest  v.  Hodges,  90  Ark. 
131,  118  S.  W.  253,  that  it  is  essential  to 
the  sale  of  a  chattel,  as  in  every  contract, 
that  there  must  be  a  meeting  of  the  minds 
and  an  agreement  by  both  parties  to  the 
sale  and  purchase;  that  is  to  say,  on  the 
one  part,  there  must  be  an  intention  and 
offer  to  sell;  and,  on  the  other  part,  an 
acceptance  of  such  offer,  and  an  intention 
to  buy. 

A  sale  imports  and  necessarily  carries 
with  it  a  change  of  ownership.  Woods  v. 
Half,  44  Tex.   633. 

Identity  in  the  subject  of  a  sale  is  indis- 
pensable. The  thing  sold  must  be  specific, 
ascertained,  and  identified.  Field  v.  Moore, 
Hill  &  D.  Supp.  418. 

To  constitute  an  executed  contract  of  sale 
of  goods,  some  specific  property  must  be 
appropriated  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  con- 
tract. Fishback  v.  Van  Dusen,  33  Minn. 
Ill,  22  N.  W.  244. 

To  make  a  sale  which  shall  immediately 
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Maule  4  S.  397.  Or  20  tons  of  oil  out  of 
the  seller's  stock  in  cisterns,  as  in  White  v. 
Wilks,  6  Taunt.  176,  23  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  252. 
Or  of  a  definite  quantity  of  any  commodity 
out  of  a  larger  quantity,  as  in  Austen  v. 
Craven,  4  Taunt.  644;  Shepley  v.  Davis,  R 
Taunt.  617;  Boswell  v.  Kilborn,  15  Moore, 
P.  C.  C.  309;  Snell  v.  Heighton,  1  Cab.  & 
El.  05;  and  other  cases  cited  in  Benjamin 
on  Sales,  5th  ed.  334  et  seq.  In  all  these 
cases  the  identity  of  the  particular  thing 
which  was  the  subject  of  the  contract  was 
not  ascertained.  Any  portion  of  the  whole 
mass  or  quantity,  of  the  specified  bulk  or 
number,  would  satisfy  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  as  well  as  another,  and  so  no  par- 
ticular part  could  be  said  to  be  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  contract.  Neither  in  the  case 
at  bar  was  there  any  distinguishing  mark 
placed  upon  the  hay,  or  the  portion  sold 
separated  from  the  portion  retained,  as  in 
the  cases  cited  by  the  plaintiffs.  In  Web- 
ster V.  Anderson,  42  Mich.  554,  36  Am.  Rep. 


452,  4  N.  W.  288,  the  individual  hogs  were 
pointed  out  and  agreed  upon.  In  Ropes 
v.  Lane,  9  Allen,  510,  all  the  No.  1  mackerel 
in  the  lot  were  designated.  In  Tift  v.  Wight 
&  W.  Co.  113  Ga.  681,  39  S.  E.  503,  the  oats 
in  bags  were  set  aside  and  marked.  In  Col- 
well  V.  Keystone  Iron  Co.  36  Mich.  51,  th* 
lumber  was  piled  apart  and  placed  in  charge 
of  an  agent  of  the  buyer.  In  Griswold  v. 
Scott,  66  Vt.  550,  29  Atl.  1013,  the  barrels 
of  flour  were  marked  with  the  buyers'  names. 
In  Conmiercial  Nat.  Bank  v.  Davidson,  IS 
Ur.  57,  22  Pac.  517,  all  the  cattle  on  the 
seller's  range  were  designated.  In  Robert- 
son v.  Hunt,  77  Tex.  321,  14  S.  W.  68,  par- 
ticular cattle  were  pointed  out  and  identi- 
fied, and  the  bill  of  sale,  as  construed  by 
the  court,  called  for  all  the  cattle  in  the 
seller's  pasture.  In  Newcomb  v.  Cabell,  10 
Bush,  460,  the  barrels  of  whisky  were  identi- 
fied by  numbers.  In  Lingham  v.  Egglestoa, 
27  Mich.  326,  the  bill  of  sale  specified  all 
the  pine  lumber  in  the  seller's  yard.    In  Bar- 


pass  the  property,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
thing  sold  should  be  ct.tain,  should  be  as- 
certained in  the  first  instance,  and  that 
there  should  be  a  price,  either  ascertained  or 
ascertainable.  Logan  t.  Le  Mesurier,  6 
Moore,  P.  C.  C;  116. 

Questions  of  this  kind,  said  the  court  in 
Woods  V.  Half,  supra,  have  given  rise  to 
much  litigation  and  have  caused  some  per- 
plexity. Whatever  rule  be  adopted,  it  may  be 
sometimes  diflicult  to  apply  it;  but  we  can- 
not doubt  that  the  true  principle  is  this: 
Every  sale,  transfers  the  property,  and  that 
is  not  a  sale  which  does  not  transfer  the 
property  in  the  thing  gold ;  but  this  prop- 
erty cannot  pass,  and  therefore  the  thing 
is  not  sold,  unless,  first,  it  is  completed  and 
wholly  finished,  so  as'  to  be  in  fact  and  reali- 
ty the  thing  purporting  to  be  sold;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  it  must  be  so  distinguished 
and  discriminated  from  all  other  things  that 
it  is  certain  or  can  be  made  certain  what 
is  the  specific  thing  the  property  in  which 
is  changed  by  the  sale.  If  the  transaction 
be  deficient  in  either  of  these  points,  it  is 
not  a  sale,  although  it  may  be  a  valid  con- 
tract for  a  future  sale  of  certain  articles 
when  they  shall  be  completed  or  separated 
from   others. 

The  rule  numbered  5,  in  §  18  of  chap.  71, 
of  the  British  imperial  act  of  1893  (the  sale 
of  goods  act,  60  &,  57  Vict.),  that  "where 
there  is  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  unascer- 
tained or  future  goods  by  description,  and 
goods  of  that  description  and  in  a  deliver- 
able state  are  unconditionally  appropriated 
to  the  contract,  either  by  the  seller,  with 
the  assent  of  the  buyer,  or  by  the  buyer, 
with  the  assent  of  the  seller,  the  property 
in  the  goods  thereupon  passes  to  the  buyer. 
Such  assent  may  be  express  or  implied,  and 
may  be  given  either  before  or  after  the  ap- 
propriation is  made," — was  no  enactment 
of  a  new  law,  it  has  been  said,  but  was 
simpiv  declaratory  of  the  existing  law.  Wil- 
ee  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


son  T.  Shaver,  1  Ont.  L.  Rep.  107,  affirmed  in 
3  Ont.  L.  Rep.  110. 

III.  Dietitiction  b«tioeen  executory  ami 
executed  soles. 

The  distinction  between  executory  and  ex- 
ecuted contracts  is  well  defined;  the  former 
conveys  a  chose  in  action,  the  latter,  a 
chose  in  possession.  M'Donald  v.  Hewett, 
15  Johns.  349,  8  Am.  Dec.  241. 

Contracts  of  sale  do  not  when  executory, 
and  do  when  executed,  pass  title  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sale.  Buskirk  Bros.  v.  Peck,  57 
W.  Va.  360,  60  S.  E.  432. 

The  fundamental  difference  between  a 
sale,  properly  so  called,  and  an  agreement 
to  sell,  is  that  in  the  former  case  the  title 
passes,  while  in  the  latter  case  it  does  not. 
Blackwood  v.  Cutting  Packing  Co.  76  Cal. 
212,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  199,  18  Pac.  248. 

A  contract  is  deemed  a  bargain  and 
sale  when  by  its  terms  the  property  sold 
passes  immediately  from  seller  to  buyer; 
and  it  is  executory  when  the  property  in 
the  thing  sold  is  to  remain  for  a  time  in 
the  seller,  and  to  pass  to  the  buyer  only  at 
a  future  time,  or  on  conditions  inconsistent 
with  its  immediate  transfer.  Hatch  v. 
Standard  Oil  Co.  100  U.  S.  124,  25  L.  ed. 
554. 

There  is,  said  the  court  in  Lester  v.  East, 
49  Ind.  588,  a  plain  difference  between  an 
actual  sale  and  a  mere  executory  agreement ; 
the  distinction  consists  in  this:  that  in  a 
bargain  and  sale,  the  thing  which  is  the 
subject  of  the  contract  becomes  the  property 
of  the  buyer  the  moment  the  contract  is 
concluded,  and  without  regard  to  the  fact 
whether  the  goods  are  delivered  to  the  buyer 
or  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  vendor; 
whereas,  in  the  executory  agreement,  the 
goods  remain  the  property  of  the  vendor 
till  the  contract  is  executed. 

To  make  a  contract  of  sale  executory  be- 
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ney  v.  Brown,  2  Vt  374,  19  Am.  Dec.  720, 
and  in  Gro»t  ▼.  Gile,  51  N.  Y.  431,  all  the 
sh(«p  in  an  inclosure  were  bargained  for. 
In  Sanger  v.  Waterbury,  110  N.  Y.  371,  22 
N.  E.  404,  the  bags  of  coffee  were  identified 
by  numbers  placed  on  them.  The  principle, 
however,  is  recognized  in  all  of  them,  that 
"the  goods  miut  be  sufficiently  designated 
that  no  question  can  arise  as  to  the  thing  in- 
tended;" that  "the  parties  do  not  contem- 
plate an  immediate  bargain  and  sale  till  the 
specific  goods  on  which  their  contract  is  co 
attach  are  agreed  upon." 

Tested  by  this  principle,  we  conclude  that 
the  sale  of  the  hay  to  the  plaintiffs  was  com- 
plete. If  the  bargain  had  been  for  20  tons 
of  hay  out  of  the  larger  quantity,  no  spe- 
cific parcel  of  20  tons  could  have  been  identi- 
fied as  the  subject  of  the  contract.  But 
the  agreement  further  provided  that  the  20 
tons  should  be  conclusively  taken  to  be  the 
10,000  cubic  feet  of  hay  which  lay  nearest 


to  the  east  wall  of  the  barn,  and  extended 
from  side  to  side  of  the  mow.  This  mass,  of 
prescribed  dimensions  and  definite  location, 
was  a  tangible  thing,  upon  which  the  minds 
of  the  parties  could  meet  without  uncer- 
tainty. No  other  mass  of  like  dimensions 
and  quality  would  satisfy  the  terms  of  the 
agreement.  How,  then,  can  we  say  that  the 
contract  was  executory  because  the  subject- 
matter  had  not  been  ascertained!  It  can- 
not be  doubted  that  a  conveyance  of  the 
20,000  square  feet  of  land  lying  nearest  the 
easterly  end  of  a  defined  inclosure,  and  ex- 
tending from  the  north  to  the  south  lines  of 
such  inclosure,  would  describe  the  land  con- 
veyed with  sufficient  certainty,  and  the  de- 
scription of  the  solid  mass  of  bay  in  the 
agreement  we  are  considering  seems  to  us 
equally  good. 

The  defendant's  exceptions  are  overruled, 
and  the  cause  is  remitted  to  the  Superior 
Court  for  judgment  on  the  verdict. 


cause  something  further  is  required  to  be 
done  to  complete  it,  it  is  not'  necessary 
that  there  be  an  express  agreement  that 
something  further  shall  be  done,  but  it  is 
enough  if  it  appears  from  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  to  be  necessary  that  something 
further  be  done  to  complete  the  sale.  Fagan 
v.  Faulkner,  5  Ark.  161. 

Tlie  distinction  between  a  bargain  and 
sale,  by  which  title  passes  immediately  to 
the  vendee,  and  an  executory  agreement, 
whereby  the  subject  of  the  sale  remains  the 
property  of  the  vendor  until  it  is  executed, 
cannot,  said  the  court  in  Block  v.  Maas,  G6 
Ala.  211,  be  more  certainly  and  clearly 
traced  in  any  class  of  cases  than  those 
where  there  is  a  power  of  selection  re- 
served by  the  vendor  or  the  vendee  to  dis- 
tinguish and  identify  the  goods  sold  from 
other  goods  in  the  possession  of  the  ven- 
dor. 

It  must  be  admitted,  said  Strong  J., 
once,  in  speaking  for  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  that  there  is  often 
great  difficulty  in  determining  whether  a 
contract  is  itself  a  sale  of  personal  prop- 
erty, so  as  to  pass  the  ownership  to  the 
vendee,  or  whether  it  is  a  sale  on  condition, 
to  take  effect  or  be  consummated  only  when 
the  condition  shall  be  performed,  or  wheth- 
er it  is  a  mere  agreement  to  sell.  Elgee 
Cotton  Cases  (United  States  v.  Woodruff) 
22  Wall.  180,  22  L.  ed.  863. 

The  terms  and  purposes  of  a  contract  of 
sale,  the  nature,  condition,  and  situation  of 
the  property  sold,  and  the  circumstances 
that  environ  the  parties,  unite  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  sale  is  executory  or  ex- 
eeated.  Lauber  v.  Johnston,  54  Wash.  59, 
102  Pae.  873. 

IF.  Thm  influmxce  of  the  inXenXion  of 
tk«  parties. 

Always,  as  between  buyer  and  seller,  the 
question  whether  or  not,  and  when,  the  title 
passes  to  the  property  sold,  is  dependent 
t8  LBJL(y.S.) 


upon  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  con- 
tract of  sale.  Elgee  Cotton  Cases  (United 
SUtes  V.  Woodruff)  22  Wall.  180,  22  L.  ed. 
863;  Aderholt  v.  Embry,  78  Ala.  185, 
Greene  v.  Lewis,  85  Ala.  221,  7  Am.  St.  Rep. 
42,  4  So.  740;  Foley  v.  Felrath,  98  Ala.  176, 
39  Am.  St.  Rep.  39,  13  So.  485;  Priest  v. 
Hodges,  90  Ark.  131,  118  S.  W.  253;  Black- 
wood V.  Cutting  Packing  Co.  76  Cal  212, 
9  Am.  St.  Rep.  199,  18  Pac.  248 ;  Cowgill  v. 
Ford,  2Hougt.  (Del.)  164;  Phillips  v.  Ocmul- 
gee  Mills,  55  Ga.  633;  Shepard  v.  King, 
96  Ga.  81,  23  S.  E.  113;  Idaho  Implement 
Co.  V.  Lambach,  16  Idaho,  497,  101  Pac.  951 ; 
O'Keefe  v.  Kellogg,  15  111.  347;  Holliday  v. 
Burgess,  34  111.  193;  lAithy  v.  Waterbury, 
140  111.  664,  30  N.  E.  351 ;  Conboy  v.  Petty, 

60  111.  App.  117;  Lester  v.  East,  49  Ind. 
588;  Welch  ▼.  Spies,  103  Iowa,  389,  72  N. 
W.  548;  Allen  v.  Elmore,  121  Iowa,  241,  96 
N.  W.  769;  Sempel  v.  Northern  Hardwood 
Lumber  Co.  (Iowa)  121  N.  W.  23,  reversing 
on  rehearing  (Iowa)  115  N.  W.  899;  O'Far- 
rell v. McClure  (Kan.  App.)  47  Pac.  160; 
Thompson  v.  Brannin,  94  Ky.  490,  21  S. 
W.  1057 ;  Hagina  v.  Combs,  102  Ky.  165,  43 
S.  W.  222;  Reeder  v.  Machen,  57  Md.  50; 
Macomber  v.  Parker,  13  Pick.  175;  Riddle 
V.  Varnum,  20  Pick.  283;  Denny  v.  Wil- 
liams, 5  Allen,  1;  Morse  v.  Sherman,  100 
Mass.  430;  Brewer  v.  Michigan  Salt  Asso. 
47  Mich.  626,  11  N.  W.  370;  Fuller  v.  Bean. 
34  N.  H.  290;  Boswell  v.  Green,  26  N.  J.  L. 
390;  Kimberly  v.  Patchin,  19  N.  Y.  330,  75 
Am.  Dec.  334;  Russell  v.  Carrington,  42  N. 
Y.  118,  1  Am.  Rep.  498;  Lobdell  v.  Stowell, 

61  N.  Y.  70;  O'Keefe  v.  Leistikow,  14  N.  D. 
355,  104  N.  W.  515,  9  A.  A:  E.  Ann.  Cas.  25; 
Hamilton  v.  Gordon,  22  Or.  557,  30  Pac. 
495;  Lauber  v.  Johnston,  54  Wash.  59,  102 
Pac  873;  Sewell  v.  Eaton,  6  Wis.  490,  70 
Am.  Dec.  471;  Fromme  v.  O'Donnell,  124 
Wis.  629,  103  N.  W.  3;  Turley  v.  Bates,  2 
Hurlst.  &  C.  200;  Gilmour  v.  Supple,  11 
Moore,  P.  C.  C.  651;  Young  v.  Matthews, 
L.  R.  2  C.  P.  127;  Ogg  v.  Shuter,  L.  R.  10 
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C.  P.  150;  Calcutta  &  B.  Steam  Nav.  Co.  t. 
De  Mattos,  32  L.  J.  Q.  B.  N.  S.  322;  Le«  t. 
Culjp,  8  Ont.  L.  Rep.  210. 

When  a  lawful  form  of  contracting  is  ob- 
served, the  Testing  of  title  to  articles  sold 
always  depends  upon  the  intention  of  the 
parties.  Winslow  t.  Leonard,  24  Pa.  14; 
Gonser  t.  Smith,  116  Pa.  462,  8  Atl.  770. 

Title  to  personal  property  sold  will  pass 
from  seller  to  buyer  when  the  parties  agree 
that  it  shall,  whatever  the  circumstances. 
Levasseur  t.  Cary   (Me.)    3  Atl.  461. 

The  parties  to  a  contract  of  sale  may 
agree  when  and  under  what  conditions  the 
property  in  the  subject  of  the  sale  shall  pass 
to  the  prospective  owner.  Farmers'  Nat. 
Bank  v.  Coyner  (Ind.  App.)  88  N.  E.  856. 

One  may  sell  any  kind  of  articles  in  bulk 
in  such  a  way  as  to  pass  the  title.  Winslow 
v.  Leonard,  supra. 

No  principle  is  more  uniformly  settled, 
said  the  court  in  Wagar  t.  Detroit,  L.  &  N. 
R.  Co.  79  Mich.  648,  44  N.  W.  1113,  than 
that  the  title  passes  by  a  sale  of  personal 
property  when  such  is  the  meaning  of  the 
acts  of  the  parties. 

The  court  in  Shealy  ▼.  Edwards,  73  Ala. 
175,  49  Am.  Rep.  43,  deemed  it  of  para- 
mount importance,  in  construing  contracts 
of  sales,  to  ascertain  and  be  governed  by 
the  legally  ascertained  intention  of  the  par- 
ties as  the  dominant  principle,  unless  that 
intention  contravened  some  established  prin- 
ciple of  law. 

The  question  on  a  sale,  as  to  whether 
title  to  the  subject  of  the  sale  shall  or  shall 
not  pass,  must  always  be.  What  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  parties  in  this  respect!  Lo- 
gan v.  Le  Mesurier,  0  Moore,  P.  C.  C.  110. 

Whether  or  not  a  sale  is  executed  or 
executory  merely  depends  upon  the  inten- 
tions of  the  parties,  and  the  situation  of 
the  subject  of  the  sale,  and  the  surround- 
ing circumstances.  Byles  ▼.  CoUer,  64 
Mich.  1,  19  N.  W.  665. 

Although,  by  the  ^neral  rule  of  law,  a 
sale  is  not  complete  if  anything  remains  to 
be  done  between  the  parties,  yet  they  may 
agree,  either  expressly  or  tacitly,  to  change 
this,  and  that  the  title  to  the  property 
shall  pass  at  once.  Fuller  v.  Bean,  34  K.  H. 
290. 

In  sales  of  personal  property,  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  that  the  property  shall 
be  delivered  and  that  the  title  shall  pass, 
if  clearly  established,  will  prevail  to  make 
the  contract  an  executed  one,  notwithstand- 
ing something  further  remains  to  be  done. 
Chamblee  v.  McKenzie,  31  Ark.  165. 

If  it  is  the  intention  of  both  the  buyer 
and  seller  of  a  commodity  that  the  property 
in  it  shall  pass  upon  a  sale  thereof,  and 
that  the  subject  of  the  sale  shall  be  deliv- 
ered, then  the  title  will  pass  according  to 
such  intention,  notwithstanding  something 
further  remains  to  be  done  to  ascertain 
the  quantity  or  the  value  of  the  commodity 
sold.  Priest  V.  Hodges,  90  Ark.  131,  118 
S.  W.  253. 

If,  by  the  terms  of  a  contract  of  sale,  the 
title  to  the  property  sold  is  to  vest  imme- 
diately in  the  buyer,  notwithstanding  somo- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


thing  remains  to  be  done  to  the  goods  by  tht 
teller,  the  general  rule  will  not  preraiL 
Foster  t.  Ropes,  111  Mass.  10.  . 

Actual  delivery,  weighing  or  setting  aside 
of  goods  sold,  are  but  circumstances  by 
which  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  pass 
or  not  pass  title  is  ascertained.  Winslow 
V.  Leonard  and  Gonser  v.  Smith,  supra. 

If  the  terms  of  a  contract  of  sale  do  not 
show  an  intention  of  immediately  passing 
the  property  until  something  is  done  by  the 
seller  before  delivery  of  possession,  then  the 
sale  cannot  be  deemed  perfected,  and  the 
property  does  not  pass  until  that  thing  is 
done.    Logan  v.  Le  Mesurier,  supra. 

The  parties  to  a  sale  may  agree  that  noth- 
ing remains  to  be  done  to  ascertain  the 
thing  sold,  and  yet,  that  the  title  shall  not 
pass  nor  the  sale  be  complete  before  some 
thing  is  done  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the 
price.    Ibid. 

The  fundamental  rule  by  which  to  dis- 
cover the  intent  of  parties  to  a  sale  of  goods 
is  that  they  must  be  agreed  as  to  the  spe- 
cific goods  which  are  the  subject  of  the  con- 
tract before  there  can  be  a  bargain  and  sale. 
Hutchinson  v.  Hunter,  7  Pa.  140. 

Where  the  specific  goods  to  which  a  con- 
tract of  sale  is  to  attach  are  not  specified, 
the  ordinary  conclusion  is  that  the  parties 
contemplated  only  an  executory  agreement. 
Hatch  V.  Standard  Oil  Co.  100  U.  S.  124,  25 
L.  ed.  664. 

The  rules  as  to  the  passing  of  title  to 
goods  sold  are  always  subject  to  the  estab- 
lished intention  of  the  parties.     Gibson  v. 
Chicago  Packing  &  Provision  Co.   108  111.        I 
App.  100. 

Mr.  Justice  Strong,  who  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  court  in  El- 
gee  Cotton  Cases  (United  States  v.  Wood- 
ruff) 22  Wall.  180,  22  L.  ed.  863,  states 
three  rules  for  the  construction  of  contracts 
of  purchase  and  sale,  which,  he  says,  are 
well  settled  in  England,  and,  he  thinks,  also 
in  this  country.  They  may  be  regarded,  he 
says,  as  rulee  for  ascertaining  the  intention 
of  the  parties,  and  are  in  most  cases  held 
to  be  conclusive  tests.  Though  not  sup- 
ported by  all  the  decisions,  he  adds,  they 
certainly  are  generally  accepted  in  England 
and  by  most  of  the  courts  in  this  country; 
and  they  are  the  rules  which  apply  to  con- 
tracts for  the  sale  of  specific  chattels;  con- 
tracts which  define  the  articles  which  are 
the  subject  of  the  agreement,  either  single 
articles  or  aggregates  separated  from  oth- 
ers, as  the  grain  in  a  bin,  the  hides  in  a 
specified  vat,  etc.,  etc.,  or  all  the  cotton  at 
a  designated  place.  The  rules  thus  referred 
to  are  as  follows: 

First.  When,  by  the  agreement,  the  ven- 
dor is  to  do  anything  to  the  goods  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  them  into  that  state  in 
which  the  purchaser  is  bound  to  accept 
them,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  worded,  into  a 
deliverable  state,  the  performance  of  those 
things  shall,  in  the  absence  of  circumstances 
indicating  a  contrary  intention,  be  taken  to 
be  a  condition  precedent  to  the  vesting  of 
the  property. 

Second.  Where    anything   remains    to    be 
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done  to  the  goods  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
t&iniiig  the  price,  as  by  weighing,  measur- 
ing, or  testing  the  goods,  where  the  price  is 
tc  depend  on  their  quantity  or  quahty,  the 
performance  of  these  things  shaU  also  be  a 
condition  precedent  to  the  transfer  of  the 
property,  although  the  individual  goods  are 
ascertained,  and  they  are  in  the  state  in 
vhich  they  ought  to  be  accepted. 

Third.  Where  the  buyer  is,  by  the  con- 
tract, bound  to  do  anything  as  a  considera- 
tion eitlier  precedent  or  concurrent,  on 
which  the  passing  of  the  property  depends, 
the  property  will  not  pass  until  the  condi- 
tion be  fulfilled,  even  though  the  goods  may 
have  been  actually  delivered  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  buyer. 

According  to  tne  court  in  Hatch  v.  Stand- 
ard Oil  Co.  supra,  every  presumption  that 
property  is  not  presently  to  pass  by  a  con- 
tract of  sale  must  yield  to  proof  of  a  con- 
trary intent;  and  it  may  safely  be  affirmed 
that  the  parties  may  effectually  agree  that 
the  property  in  the  specific  thing  sold, 
if  ready  for  delivery,  shall  pass  to  the  buy- 
er, even  though  the  thing  remains  in  the 
possession  of  the  seller,  and  before  the  re- 
quirements of  the  contract  are  fulfilled. 

Law  writers  and  courts,  said  Ireland,  J., 
in  Woods  v.  Half,  44  Tex.  633,  have  given 
some  general  rules  governing  questions  of 
sales,  but  a  careful  examination  of  cases 
will  show  that  each  has  been  controlled  by 
its  own  attendant  circumstances.  There  is, 
however,  one  thing  that  courts  have  ever 
K>ught  for,  and,  if  found  clearly  and  unmis- 
takably, it  has  been  of  controlling  force; 
that  is,  the  intention  of  the  parties. 

The  tendency  of  the  modern  decisions,  said 
Depue,  J.,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  in 
Hnrff  v.  Hires,  40  N.  J.  L.  581,  29  Am.  Rep. 
282,  reversing  39  K.  J.  L.  4,  is  to  give  ef- 
fect to  contracts  of  sale  according  to  the 
intention  of  the  parties  to  a  greater  extent 
than  is  found  in  the  older  cases,  and  to  en- 
graft upon  the  rule  that  the  property  passes 
by  the  contract  of  sale,  if  such  be  the  in- 
tention, fewer  exceptions,  and  those  only 
which  are  founded  on  substantial  considera- 
tions affecting  the  interests  of  the  parties. 
So  long  as  courts  permit  intention  to  en- 
ter into  the  determination  of  questions 
whether  the  title  to  chattels  sold  has  or  has 
not  passed  from  seller  to  buyer,  said  Mul- 
lin,  .;.,  in  Halterline  v.  Rice,'  62  Barb.  693, 
so  long  will  cases  be  left  to  be  determined 
by  their  own  peculiar  facts  and  circum- 
Mances;  and  while  that  is  the  case,  the  law 
of  sales  will  be  involved  in  doubt,  and  par- 
ties to  them  in  litigation. 

The  intention  of  the  parties  to  a  contract 
of  sale  and  purchase,  to  pass  or  not  pass 
the  property,  must  be  gathered  from  the 
laognage  of  the  contract.  Elgee  Cotton 
Cases,  supra. 

The  question  always  is,  when  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  a  title  passed  on  a  sale  of  per- 
sonal property,  what  intent  the  parties  ex- 
pressed, either  in  terms  or  by  necessary  im- 
plication. Smith  T.  Edwards,  156  Mass.  221, 
»N.  E.1017. 

^hen  the  title  to  property  passes  by  an 
ttLBJL(K.S.) 


executory  contract  of  sale  is  a  question  of 
intention,  to  he  determined  by  the  letter  of 
the  contract,  if  that  is  unambiguous,  other- 
wise, upon  consideration  of  such  circum- 
stances as  show  what  the  intention  was. 
State  ex  rel.  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  v.  Fatter- 
son,  138  Wis.  475,  120  N.  W.  227. 

Where  no  question  arises  under  the  stat- 
ute of  frauds,  and  the  rights  of  creditors  do 
not  intervene,  the  question  whether  a  sale 
is  completed  or  only  executory  must  usually 
be  determined  upon  the  intent  of  the  par- 
ties, to  be  ascertained  by  their  contract,- the 
situation  of  the  thing  sold,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  sale.  Lingham  v.  Eggleston, 
27  Mich.  326. 

Where  a  sale  is  completed  or  only  execu- 
tory in  cases  where  neither  the  statute  of 
frauds  nor  the  rights  of  creditors  are  in- 
volved depends  upon  the  intention  of  the 
parties  to  it,  either  expressed  or  gathered 
from  their  contract,  the  situation  of  the 
property,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  sale. 
Smith  V.  Wisconsin  Invest.  Co.  114  Wis. 
151,  89  N.  W.  829. 

The  ultimate  rule  to  be  deduced  from  all 
the  authorities,  said  the  court  in  a  later 
case,  is  the  reasonable  one;  namely,  that 
when  neither  the  statute  of  frauds  nor  the 
rights  of  creditors  are  involved,  the  title 
passes  when  the  parties  intend  it  to  pass. 
State  ex  rel.  Vilas  v.  Wharton,  117  Wia. 
668,  94  N.  W.  369. 

As  between  the  parties  to  a  sale  of  a 
large  quantity  of  bulky  goods  constituting 
a  portion  of  a  still  larger  quantity,  on  stor- 
age in  a  warehouse,  the  question  of  deliv- 
ery turns  upon  the  intention  of  the  parties, 
to  be  gathered  from  all  the  facts  of  the  case. 
Phillips  V.  Ocmulgee  Mills,  55  Ga.  633. 

When  the  terms  of  an  agreement  of  sale 
are  undisputed  and  the  attendant  circum- 
stances are  agreed  upon,  the  question  of  the 
intent  of  the  parties  in  respect  of  passing 
title  is  one  of  law,  for  the  court.  Semple 
V.  Northern  Hardwood  Lumber  Co  (Iowa) 
121  N.  W.  23,  reversing  on  re-hearing 
(Iowa)  115N.  W.  899. 

When  there  is  any  material  dispute  as  to 
the  terms  and  circumstances  of  a  contract  of 
sale,  the  question  of  the  intent  of  the  par- 
ties to  it  to  pass  title  by  it  in  prasenti  is 
one  of  fact,  for  a  jury.    Ibid. 

Whether  or  not  title  passes  by  a  contract 
of  sale  is  a  question  of  intention,  to  be  de- 
termined, when  the  terms  of  the  contract 
are  to  be  gathered  from  the  evidence,  by  the 
jury;  and  for  the  court  when  the  agreement 
is  free  from  dispute,  and  the  intent  of  the 
parties  is  plain.  Buskirk  Bros.  v.  Peck,  57 
W.  Va.  360,  50  S.  E.  432. 

The  intention  of  the  parties  as  to  the  pass- 
ing of  title  upon  a  sale  of  personal  property, 
whether  presently  or  not  until  the  weight, 
quantity,  or  price  has' been  definitely  fixed, 
is  manifested  by  the  character  of  the  con- 
tract or  the  circumstances  under  which  it 
was  made,  and  sometimes  by  the  custom  of 
the  trade  in  respect  of  a  particular  com- 
modity. Thompson  v.  Brannin,  94  K}.  490, 
21  S.  W.  1057. 

Upon  analysis  of  the  many  decisions  and 
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dicta,  declaring  the  necessity  of  one  or  an- 
other circumstance,  or  the  prohibitive  effect 
o{  certain  other  facts  or  conditions,  said 
the  court  in  State  ex  rel.  Vilas  v.  Wharton, 
supra,  referring  to  the  question  when  the 
title  passes  on  a  sale  of  personal  property 
out  of  a  mass,  it  will  he  found  that  only 
rules  of  evidence  are  promulgated,  and  that 
certain  facts  or  the  absence  of  others  are 
held  to  confirm  or  refute  the  inference,  as  a 
fact,  of  an  intent  that  the  title  shall  pass 
at  any  given  stage  of  the  transaction. 

It  is  true,  said  Grove,  J.,  in  Ogg  v.  Shuter, 
L.  R.  10  C.  P.  159,  that  the  cases  run  very 
fine,  but  they  none  of  them,  I  think,  depart 
from  the  proposition  that  the  question  is 
one  of  intention,  for  the  jury,  when  there 
are  circumstances  pointing  both  ways. 

F.  Btalc  of  loss  on  aoeompanitnent  of 
title. 

On  a  sale  of  personal  property,  the  com- 
mon law  fixes  the  risk  where  the  title  re- 
sides.   Joyce  v.  Adams,  8  N.  Y.  291. 

If  a  sale  is  not  complete,  the  risk  of  loss 
continues  with  the  vendor.  Williams  y.  Al- 
len, 10  Humph.  337,  61  Am.  Dec  709 ;  War- 
ren v.  Kirk,  24  La.  Ann.  150;  Simmons  v. 
Swift,  5  Barn.  &  C.  857. 

Property  sold  i»  at  the  buyer's  risk  as 
soon  as  the  sale  is  completed.  Thompson  v. 
.^rannin,  94  Ky.  490,  21  S.  W.  1057;  Pres- 
cott  V.  Locke,  51  N.  H.  94,  12  Am.  Rep.  55, 
Joyce  v.  Adams,  supra;  Bush  v.  Barfield,  1 
Coldw.  92;  Williams  v.  Blum,  2  Tex.  App. 
Civ.  Cas.  (Willsou)  447;  Griswold  v.  Scott, 
66  Vt.  550,  29  Atl.  1013. 

The  buyer  takes  the  risk  of  accident  to 
goods  sold  as  soon  as  the  sale  is  complete, 
although  £he  property  is  not  delivered  nor 
the  price  paid.  Leonard  v.  Davis,  1  Black, 
476,  17  L.  ed.  222. 

If  goods  are  sold  in  bulk,  and  for  a  single 
price,  the  sale  is  perfect  and  the  risk  is  the 
buyer's.    Brewer  v.  Salisbury,  9  Barb.  511. 

A  [ff'ovision  in  a  contract  of  purchase  and 
sale  that  the  subject  of  it  should  be  there- 
after at  the  buyer's  risk  is  not,  of  itself,  de- 
cisive that  the  parties  intended  the  property 
to  pass.  Elgee  Cotton  Cases  (United  States 
v.  Woodruff)  22  Wall.  180,  22  L.  ed.  863. 

One  who  buys  and  pays  for  a  quantity  of 
wheat,  a  part  of  a  larger  quantity  in  a 
warehouse,  unseparated  from  the  mass,  al- 
though he  does  not  become  owner,  yet  he 
has  an  insurable  interest  in  his  purchase, 
and  is  entitled  to  recover  from  an  insurer 
in  case  of  loss.  Box  v.  Provincial  Ins.  Co. 
18  Grant,  Ch.  (U.  C.)  280,  reversing  by  a 
divided  court,  15  Grant,  Ch.  (U.  C.)  337. 

The  cases  of  Scarf  v.  Jardine,  L.  R.  7 
App.  Cas.  345,  19  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  738,  and 
Stock  v.  Inglis,  L.  R.  9  Q.  B.  Div.  708,  re- 
versed in  L.  R.  10  App.  Cas.  263,  were  eases 
in  which  the  question  was  not  whether  the 
purchaser  acquired  title  to  merchandise  on 
a  sale  of,  in  the  one  case,  rice,  in  the  other, 
sugar,  shipped  by  sea,  but  whether  he  had 
such  an  insurable  interest  in  it  as  entitled 
him  to  recover  upon  a  marine  policy  when 
the  cargo  was  lost  at  sea. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


VI,  The  completion  of  a  sale. 

A  contract  of  sale  is  completed  when  noth- 
ing remains  to  be  done  by  either  party  in 
the  way  of  designating,  appropriating,  or  ac- 
cepting the  subject  of  the  sale.  Alorse  v. 
Sherman,  106  Mass.  430. 

A  given  thing  may  be  bought  and  sold 
and  its  ownership  transferred  to  the  buyer 
when  nothing  remains  to  be  done  to  ascer- 
tain the  specific  thing  itself.  Logan  ▼.  Le 
Mesurier,  6  Moore,  P.  C.  C.  116. 

It  is  always  sufiScient  to  transfer  the  own- 
ership of  goods  sold  when  an  agreement  for 
the  sale  of  personal  property  is  definite  and 
unconditional,  if  everything  has  been  done 
pursuant  to  it  by  the  vendor  which  is  nec- 
essary to  identify  the  property  sold,  and  to 
separate  it  from  the  other  articles  of  the 
same  kind,  so  that  it  may  be  known  specific- 
ally and  exactly  what  has  been  sold.  Little 
Rock  &  Ft.  S.  R.  Co.  V.  Page,  35  Ark.  304. 

In  the  case  of  a  specific  chattel,  the  rale 
is  that  the  sale  passes  the  property.  Ogg  t. 
Shuter,  L.  R.  10  C.  P.  169. 

Whenever  by  the  contract  itself  a  seller 
appropriates  to  the  buyer  a  specific  chattel, 
and  the  buyer  agrees  to  take  that  specific 
chattel  for  his  purchase,  and  at  the  named 
price,  the  sale  is  complete  and  the  property 
passes.  Hamilton  v.  Clark,  25  Mo.  App. 
428. 

When  an  article  sold  is  selected  and  set 
apart  with  the  assent  of  buyer  and  seller, 
as  the  thing  purchased,  a  title  passes.  Kel- 
sea  V.  Haines,  41  N.  H.  246. 

If  a  contract  of  sale  is  complete  in  ali 
its  parts,  and  nothing  remains  to  be  done 
by  either  party,  the  ownership  of  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sale  passes  from  seller  to  buyer 
by  virtue  of  the  contract  itself.  Screws  v 
Roach,  22  Ala.  676;  Barrett  v.  Goddard,  : 
Mason,  107,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  1,046. 

At  common  law,  as  soon  as  persons  agreee 
by  mutual  assent  that  one  should  transfer 
to  the  other  the  absolute  property  in  a  thing 
for  a  money  price,  and  that  the  other  should 
pay  that  price,  the  contract  was  complete 
and  binding  upon  both.  Hatch  v.  Standard 
Oil  Co.  100  U.  S.  124,  25  L.  ed.  554. 

The  ownership  of  property  sold  passes 
from  seller  to  buyer  when,  by  the  terms  of 
the  contract  of  sale,  nothing  in  respect  of  it 
remains  to  be  done  by  the  vendor.  Wood- 
ward V.  Solomon,  7  Ga.  246;  Hagins  ▼. 
Combs,  102  Ky.  166,  43  S.  W.  222;  Wagai 
V.  Detroit,  L.  A  N.  R.  Co.  79  Mich.  648,  44 
N.  W.  1113;  Olyphant  v.  Baker,  5  Denio, 
379;  Bush  v.  Barfield,  1  Coldw.  92. 

Generally  speaking,  in  case  of  an  execu- 
tory contract  to  sell  and  deliver  personal 
property,  the  statute  of  frauds  not  being 
involved,  when  there  is  nothing  left  to  be 
done  on  the  part  of  either  or  both  of  the 
parties,  and  the  subject  of  the  sale  has  been 
set  aside  and  appropriated  to  the  contract, 
and  the  quantity  and  price  are  settled,  the 
title  passes.  State  ex  rel.  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.  V.  Patterson,  138  Wis.  475,  120  N.  W. 
227. 

The  rule  of  law  is  that  where  there  is  an 
immediate  sale,  and  nothing  remains  to  be 
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done  by  the  vendor,  as  between  him  and  the 
vendee,  the  property  in  the  thing  sold  vests 
in  the  buyer,  and  then  all  the  consequences 
resulting  from  the  vesting  of  the  property 
follow.  Tarlinj;  v.  Baxter,  0  Barn.  &  C.  300. 
It  is  a  general  rule  of  law,  that  where 
a  contract  is  made  for  the  purchase  of 
goods,  aud  nothing  is  said  about  payment  or 
delivery,  the  property  passes  immediately, 
if  notl'ing  further  remains  to  be  done  to 
the  goods.  Joyce  t.  Adams,  8  N.  Y.  291; 
Barrett  v.  Goddard,  supra. 

When  the  terms  of  a  sale  of  personal 
property  are  agreed  upon,  and  the  bargain 
is  struck,  and  everything  the  seller  has  to 
do  with  the  goods  is  completed,  the  contract 
of  sale  becomes  absolute  and  binding  upon 
both  parties,  without  either  payment  of  the 
price  or  a  delivery  of  the  property.  Leon- 
ard T.  Davis,  1  Black,  476,  17  L.  ed.  222; 
Hatch  V.  Standard  Oil  Co.  supra;  Cowgill  v. 
Ford,  2  Houst.  (Del.)  164;  Thompson  v. 
Brannin,  94  Ky.  490,  21  S.  W.  1067;  Wing 
V.  Clark,  24  Me.  366;  Phillips  v.  Moor,  71 
Me.  78;  Baker  v.  McDonald,  74  Neb.  695,  1 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  474,  104  N.  W.  923. 

According  to  Selden,  J.,  writing  for  the 
court  in  Terry  v.  Wheeler,  25  N.  Y.  620,  it 
is  a  general  rule  of  Ihe  common  law  that  a 
mere  contract  for  the  sale  of  goods,  where 
nothing  remains  to  be  done  by  the  seller  be- 
fore making  delivery,  transfers  the  right  of 
property,  although  the  price  has  not  been 
paid,  nor  the  thing  sold  delivered  to  the 
purchaser. 

If  property  is  so  situated  that  the  pur- 
cha.ser  can  rightfully  take  possession  of  it, 
a  sale  is  completed  when  the  buyer  and 
seller  agree  upon  the  price,  and  consent  to 
the  passing  of  title.  Benedict  &  B.  Mfg. 
Co.  V.  Jones,  64  Mo.  App.  218. 

Br  the  law  of  England,  by  a  contract  for 
the  sale  of  specific,  ascertained  goods,  the 
property  immediately  vests  in  the  buyer, 
and  a  right  to  the  price  in  the  seller,  un- 
1ns  it  can  be  shown  that  such  wag  not  the 
intention  of  the  parties.  Gilmour  v.  Sup- 
ple, n  Moore,  P.  C.  C.  551 ;  CalcutU  ft  B. 
Steam  Xav.  Co.  v.  De  Mattos,  32  L.  J.  Q.  B. 
X.  S.  322;  Morse  v.  Sherman,  106  Mass. 
430. 

An  unconditioned  contract  for  the  sale  of 
specific  gobds  in  a  deliverable  state  passes 
the  property  at  the  time  it  is  made,  unless 
t  contrary  intention  appears.  Craig  v. 
Beardmore,  7  Ont.  L.  Rep.  674. 

It  is  the  generally  accepted  rule  that  no 
■ale  of  goods  is  complete,  so  as  to  vest  in 
the  purchaser  an  immediate  right  of  prop- 
erty, so  long  as  anything  remains  to  be  done 
between  seller  and  buyer  in  relation  to  the 
subject  of  the  sale  before  the  goods  are  de- 
livered. Beller  v.  Block,  19  Ark.  566;  Up- 
htm  V.  Dodd,  24  Ark.  545;  Jones  v.  Pearce, 
£6  Ark.  545;  Chambiee  v.  McKenzie,  31  Ark. 
155;  Conboy  t.  Petty,  60  III.  App.  117; 
Farmers'  Nat  Bank  y.  Coyner  (Ind.  App.) 
S8  N.  E.  856;  Semple  ▼.  Northern  Hard- 
wood Lumber  Co.  (Iowa)  121  N.  W.  23, 
itveraing  on  rehearing  (lovra)  115  N.  W. 
W9;  Stone  ▼.  Peacock,  35  Me.  385;  Martin 
T.  Hnrlbttt,  9  Minn.  142,  Gil.  132;  Hening 
26ULA.(N.S.) 


v.  Powell,  33  Mo.  468;  Southwestern  Freight 
&■  Cotton  Press  Co.  v.  Stanard,  44  Mo.  71, 
100  Am.  Dec.  256;  Warren  v.  Buckminster, 

24  N.  H.  336;  Fuller  v.  Bean,  34  N.  H.  290; 
Oilman  v.  Hill,  36  N.  H.  311;  Prescott  v. 
Locke,  51  N.  H.  94,  12  Am.  Rep.  65;  Field 
V.  Moore,  Hill  &  D.  Supp.  418;  Hubler  v. 
Gaston,  9  Or.  66,  42  Am.  Rep.  794;  Wil- 
liams V.  Allen,  10  Humph.  337,  51  Am.  Dec. 
709 ;  Fitrpatrick  v.  Fain,  3  Coldw.  15 ;  Jen- 
ner  v.  Smith,  L.  R.  4  C.  P.  270;  AcranAn  v. 
Morrice,  8  C.  B.  449. 

A  sale,,  however,  may  be  complete,  and 
yet  the  vendor  be  entitled  to  retain  posses- 
sion of  the  subject  of  it  from  the  purchaser, 
until  the  purchase  price  is  paid.  Perrine  v. 
Barnard,  142  Ind.  448,  41  N.  E.  820;  South- 
western Freight  &.  CJotton  Press  Co.  y.  Stan- 
ard, supra;  Baker  v.  McDonald,  74  Neb. 
596,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  474,  104  N.  W.  923; 
Joyce  v.  Adams,  8  N.  Y.  291;  Barrett  v. 
Goddard,  3  Mason,  107,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  1,046. 

If  it  appears  that  the  seller  is  to  do  some- 
thing to  the  goods  sold  on  his  own  behalf, 
the  property  will  not  be  changed  until  he 
has  either  done  it  or  waived  his  right  to 
do  it.  Gilmour  y.  Supple,  11  Moore,  P.  C. 
C.  651. 

When  some  act  remains  to  be  done  in  re- 
lation to  property  which  is  the  subject  of  a 
sale,  and  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  any 
intention  of  the  parties  to  make  an  absolute 
and  complete  sale,  the  performance  of  such 
act  is  a  prerequisite  to  a  completion  of  the 
contract,  and  until  it  is  performed,  the  prop- 
erty does  not  pass  to  the  buyer.  Stone  v. 
Peacock,  35  Me.  385. 

When  goods  are  sold,  if  anything  remains 
to  be  done  by  the  seller,  as  between  him  and 
the  buyer,  before  the  commodity  purchased 
is  to  be  delivered,  no  such  right  of  property 
passes  to  the  buyer  as  will  enable  him  to 
maintain  trover  for  the  goods.  Davis  v. 
Hill,  3  N.  H.  382,  14  Am.  Dec.  373. 

While  anything  remains  to  be  done  by  the 
seller  of  personal  property,  and  there  is  no 
transfer  of  possession  of  the  subject  of  the 
sale,  title  to  the  property  is  not  transferred. 
Crawford  v.  Smith,  7  Dana,  69. 

When,  by  a  contract  of  sale,  the  purchas- 
er is  bound  to  do  something  as  a  condition 
either  precedent  or  concurrent,  upon  which 
the  passing  of  the  title  to  the  thing  is  de- 
pendent, the  ownership  will  not  vest  in  the 
purchaser  until  the  condition  has  been  ful- 
filled, even  where  the  buyer  has  received 
the  actual  possession  of  the  subject  of  the 
sale.  Gibson  v.  Chicago  Packing  ft  Provi- 
sion Co.  108  III.  App.  100. 

A  sale  of  personal  property  is  executory 
merely,  and  incomplete,  as  long  as  anything 
remains  to  be  done  between  the  buyer  and 
seller  in  relation  to  the  thing  gold,  or  to 
measure  the  quantity  in  order  to  determine 
the  price,  unless  the  whole  act  is  to  be  done 
by  the  purchaser  after  receiving  actual  pos- 
session of  the  subject  of  the  sale.  Snyder 
V.  Tibbals,  32  Iowa,  447. 

There  is  abundant  authority  for  the  doc- 
trine, said   the  court  in   Boswell  v.   Green, 

25  N.  J.  L.  390,  that  property  does  not  pass 
absolutely  by  a  sale  unless  it  is  completed. 
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and  that  it  Is  not  completed  until  the  hap- 
pening of  any  event  expressly  provided  for, 
or  ao  long  as  anything  remains  to  be  done 
to  the  thing  sold  to  put  it  in  a  condition 
for  sale,  or  to  identify  it,  or  discriminate  it 
from  other  things,  or  to  determine  its  quan- 
tity if  the  price  depends  on  this,  unless  this 
is  to  be  done  by  the  buyer  alone. 

Under  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of 
personal  property,  where  something  remains 
to  b«  done  to  identify  the  property,  or  to 
put  it  in  a  condition  for  delivery,  or  to  de- 
termine the  siun  that  shall  be  paid  for  it,' 
the  presumption  is  always  very  strong  that, 
b^  the  understanding  of  the  parties,  the 
title  was  not  to  pass  until  such  act  had 
been  fully  done  and  accomplished.  Hubler 
V.  Gaston,  supra. 

The  supreme  court  of  Kew  Hampshire, 
after  remarking  in  Fuller  v.  Bean,  supra, 
that  in  some  of  the  cases  at  common  law 
the  language  used  was  capable  of  an  un- 
derstanding importing  that  if  an  act  re- 
mains to  oe  done  between  the  parties  to  a 
sale,  to  complete  it,  it  must  be  an  act  of 
the  seller,  and  one  necessary  to  designate 
and  identify  the  goods  sold,  and  not  an  act 
of  the  buyer,  or  merely  to  ascertain  the 
price,  in  order  to  prevent  the  property  from 
passing,  added:  But  we  think  there  is  no 
such  limitation  of  the  rule,  and  that  it  is 
indifferent  whether  the  act  to  be  done  to 
render  the  sale  complete  is  to  be  done  by  the 
buyer  or  by  the  seller,  or  by  a  third'  per- 
son; and  that  it  is  equally  indifferent  wheth- 
er it  is  to  be  done  to  ascertain  the  goods 
to  be  sold  by  their  designation  or  measure- 
ment or  their  quality  by  the  buyer  or  the 
public  inspector,  or  merely  to  ascertain  the 
price  to  be  paid  by  the  appraisal  of  a  third 
person,  or  by  counting,  weighing,  or  the 
like;  or  to  do  any  other  act  necessary  to 
enable  the  property  to  pass  in  conformity 
to  the  agreement,  such  as  might  be  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  on  importation,  or  their 
transportation  to  a  different  place. 

A  promise  by  a  cotton  planter  to  deliver 
a  certain  number  of  bales  of  cotton  in  good 
condition,  at  a  particular  place,  a  definite 
number  of  days  after  demand,  to  fulfill  a  sale 
made  on  his  account,  at  a  stated  price,  part- 
ly advanced,  to  be  fully  paid  on  delivery,  is 
an  executory  contract,  and  passes  no  title. 
Warren  v.  Kirk,  24  La.  Ann.  150. 

The  act  to  be  done  by  the  vendor  before 
title  passes  in  the  case  of  a  sale  is  not  the 
act  of  delivery,  but  some  material  thing  be- 
fore delivery,  either  to  distinguish  the  goods 
or  to  ascertain  the  price.  Woodward  v. 
Solomon,  7  Ga.  246. 

The  payment  of  a  small  sum  of  money  as 
earnest  to  confirm  a  contract  of  purchase 
and  sale  has  no  bearing  upon  the  question 
whether  the  property  passed.  Elgee  Cotton 
Cases  (United  States  ▼.  Woodruff)  22  Wall. 
180,  22  L.  ed.  863. 


VII.  The  necessity  of  -agreeing  upon  the 
price. 

An  agreement  as  to  the  price  is  essential 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


to  an  executed  sale.  Shepard  ▼.  King,  98 
Ga.  81,  23  S.  E.  113. 

It  is  a  general  rule  respecting  sales  of 
personal  property  that  the  title  to  a  thing 
sold  does  not  pass  to  the  buyer  so  long  as 
anything  remains  to  be  done  in  order  that 
the  price  may  be  known.  Magee  v.  Billincs- 
ley,  3  Ala.  679;  Batre  v.  Simpson,  4  Ala. 
306;  Screws  v.  Roach,  22  Ala.  675;  Hudson 
V.  Weir,  29  Ala.  294;  Shealy  v.  Edwards, 
73  Ala.  175,  49  Am.  Rep.  43;  Foley  v.  Fel- 
rath,  98  Ala.  176,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  39,  13 
So.  485;  McFadden  v.  Henderson,  128  Ala. 
221,  29  So.  640;  Fagan  v.  Faulkner,  5  Ark. 
161;  Priest  v.  Hodges,  90  Ark.  131,  118  S. 
W.  253;  Love  v.  State,  78  Ga.  66,  6  Am. 
St  Rep.  234,  3  S.  E.  893;  Snyder  v.  Tibbals, 
32  Iowa,  447;  Crawford  v.  Smith,  7  Dana, 
59;  Thompson  v.  Brannin,  94  Ky.  490,  21 
S.  W.  1057;  Hagins  v.  Cwnhs,  102  Ky.  165. 
43  S.  W.  222;  Houdlette  v.  Tallman,  14  Me. 
400;  Horrison  v.  Dingley,  63  Me.  553; 
Reeder  v.  Machen,  57  Md.  56;  Maoomber  v. 
Parker,  13  Pick.  175;  Mason  v.  Thompson, 
18  Pick.  305.;  Restad  v.  Engemoen,  65  Minn. 
148,  67  N.  W.  1146;  Williams  v.  Sayers,  79 
Miss.  60,  29  So.  995;  Messer  v.  Woodman, 
22  N.  H.  172,  63  Am.  Dec.  241;  Outwater 
V.  Dodge,  7  Cow.  86 ;  Ward  v.  Shaw,  7  Wend. 
404 ;  Fitch  v.  Beach,  15  Wend.  221 ;  Shindler 
V.  Houston,  1  Denio,  48;  Halterline  v.  Rice, 
62  Barb.  593;  Burrows  v.  Whitaker,  71  N. 
Y.  291,  27  Am.  Rep.  42;  Devane  v.  Fennel], 
24  N.  0.  (2  Ired.  L.)  36;  Morgan  v.  King, 
28  W.  Va.  1,  67  Am.  Rep.  633;  Hood  v. 
Block  Bros.  29  W.  Va.  244,  11  S.  E.  910; 
Buskirk  Bros.  v.  Peck,  67  W.  Va.  360,  50 
S.  E.  432;  Smith  v.  Wisconsin  Invest  Co. 
114  Wis.  161,89  N.  W.  829;  Zagury  v.  Fur- 
nell,  2  Campb.  240. 

Where,  upon  a  sale  of  personal  property, 
anything  remains  to.  be  done  to  the  goods 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  price,  as 
by  weighing,  measuring,  or  testing  them, 
when  the  price  is  to  depend  upon  the  quan- 
tity or  quality,  the  title  will  not  pass  until 
these  things  are  done.  Bladrwood  v.  Cut- 
ting Packing  Co.  76  CaL  212,  9  Am.  St 
Rep.   199,  18  Pac.  248. 

Presumptively  the  title  to  goods  sold  does 
not  pass,  even  where  the  articles  sold  are 
designated,  so  long  as  anything  remains  to 
be  done  to  determine  the  price  to  be  paid, 
but  this  is  only  a  presumption,  which  is 
likely  to  be  overcome  by  facts  and  circum- 
stances indicating  a  contrary  intent  of  the 
parties.  Byles  v.  Colier,  64  Mich.  1,  19  N. 
W.  665. 

That  the  title  to  property  sold  does  not 
pass,  said  the  court  in  Fitch  v.  Beach,  su- 
pra, where  anything  remains  to  be  done  be- 
tween the  parties  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining either  the  price  or  the  quantity  of 
the  article  sold,  is  so  well  settled  that  cases 
hardly  need  be  cited  in  support  of  the  doc- 
trine. 

The  authorities,  said  Judge  Cooley,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  court  in  Lmgham  v.  Eg- 
gleston,  27  Mich.  326,  are  too  numerous  and 
too  uniform  to  justify  citation,  which  hold 
that  where  anything  is  to  be  done  by  the 
vendor   or   by    the   mutual   concurrence   of 
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both  parties,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing the  price  of  the  goods,  as  by  weighing, 
testing,  or  measuring  them,  where  the  price 
is  to  depend  upon  the  quantity  or  quality  of 
the  goods,  the  performance  of  those  things 
is  to  be  deemed  presumptively  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  transfer  of  the  property, 
although  the  individual  goods  be  ascer- 
tained, 'and  they  are  in  the  state  in  which 
thry  may  and  ought  to  be  accepted. 

Of  course,  the  parties  may  agree  that  the 
property  in  the  subject  of  the  sale  shall  pass 
at  once  to  the  buyer,  and  the  price  be  com- 
puted afterwards.  In  that  ease,  the  rule 
will  fail.  Magee  v.  Billingsley;  Batre  v. 
t<inipson;  Crawford  v.  Smith  j  Thompson  v. 
Brannin;  Reeder  v.  Machen;  and  Restad  v. 
Engemoeu, — supra;  Blossom  v.  Shotter,  5U 
Hun,  481,  13  N.  Y.  Supp.  623,  affirmed  on 
opinion  below  in  128  N.  Y.  679,  29  N.  E. 
145. 

The  title  to  anything  sold  may  pass  when 
the  contract  of  sale  is  complete,  although 
something  yet  remains  to  be  done  under  the 
contract  to  fix  the  price  the  purchaser  is  to 
pay.    CTKeefe  v.  Kellogg,  15  111.  347. 

The  title  to  personal  property  may  pass 
to  a  vendee  without  fixing  an  absolute  price, 
if  the  circumstances  attending  the  transac- 
tion satisfactorily  show  such  to' he  the  clear 
intention  of  the  contracting  parties.  Greene 
V.  Lewis,  85  Ala.  221,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  42,  4 
So.  740;  Foley  v.  Felrath,  98  Ala.  176,  39 
Am.  St  Rep.  39,  13  So.  485. 

The  payment  of  the  price  for  goods  sold 
is  not  a  condition  precedent  to  the  passing 
uf  the  title,  unless  made  so  by  the  contract, 
when  the  sale  is  complete  in  every  other 
respect.  Leonard  v.  Davis,  1  Black,  476, 
17  L.  ed.  222;  Hatch  v.  SUndard  Oil  Co. 
100  U.  S.  124,  25  L.  ed.  554;  Cowgill  ▼. 
Kord,  2  Houst.  (Del.)  164;  Lester  t.  East, 
49  Ind.  588;  Thompson  v.  Brannin,  94  Ky. 
490,  21  S.  W.  1057;  Wing  v.  Clark,  24  Me. 
306;  Phillips  V.  Moor,  71  Me.  78;  Baker  v. 
McDonald,  74  Neb.  595,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  474, 
J04  N.  W.  923 ;  Olyphant  v.  Baker,  6  Denio, 
379;  Terry  v.  Wheeler,  25  N.  Y.  520;  Bush 
V.  Barfield,  1  Coldw.  92;  Buskirk  Bros.  v. 
Peck,  57  W.  Va.  360,  60  S.  E.  432:  Craig 
V.  Beardmore,  7  Ont  L.  Rep.  674. 

As  between  the  parties  to  a  sale,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  price  is  not  essential  to  com- 
plete the  transaction.  Woodward  v.  Solo- 
mon, 7  Ga.  246. 

The  parties  to  a  sale  may  agree  to  pass 
the  property  in  a  given  specific  thing,  and 
leave  the  price  to  m  ascertained  later,  in  a 
manner  fixed  by  the  contract.  Logan  v.  Le 
Mesurier,  6  Moore,  P.  C.  C.  116. 

The  true  rule,  as  now  established,  accord- 
ing to  the  court  in  Shealy  v.  Edwards,  73 
Ala.  175,  49  Am.  Rep.  43,  is  that  if  goods 
«hieh  are  the  subject  of  a  sale  are  suffi- 
ciently identified,  a  complete  and  executed 
•sle  may  be  made  of  them  without  fixing  an 
absolute  price,  if  such  is  the  clear  intention 
of  the  parties,  aa  legally  evinced  by  the  cir- 
cofflstances  attending  the  sale. 

If  property  made  the  subject  of  a  sale  is 
to  separated  as  to  be  fully  identified  and 
distii^iuished  from  other  property  of  like 
?6  L.R.A.(N.&) 


kind,  and  the  price  is  certain,  or  can  be  com- 
puted by  the  terms  of  the  sale  contract 
by  weighing,  measuring,  or  counting  the 
property,  the  payment  of  earnest  money,  or 
the  giving  in  lieu  of  it  of  commercial  paper 
on  account  of  the  price,  makes  the  sale  com- 
plete and  passes  title  to  the  property,  al- 
though final  settlement  is  deferred  until  the 
total  price  can  be  accurately  computed.  Al- 
bemarle Lumber  Co.  v.  Wilcox,  106  N,  0.  34, 
10  S.  E.  871. 

The  rule  that  a  sale  is  not  complete  un- 
til the  price  is  agreed  upon  is  satisfied  when 
the  terms  are  so  definitely  fixed  that  the 
sum  to  be  paid  can  be  ascertained  by  a 
measurement  of  the  thing  sold  without  fur- 
ther consultation  between  the  parties  to  the 
sale.  York  v.  St.  Louis,  L  M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  16 
Mo.  App.  698. 

VIII.  The  necessity  of  the  huper's  ac- 
ceptance. 

The  principle  that  if  any  condition  prece- 
dent is  neither  performed  nor  waived,  a  sale 
is  incomplete,  is  settled  at  common  law. 
Fuller  V.  Bean,  34  N.  H.  290. 

The  consent  of  the  parties  to  the  trans- 
action is  essential  to  an  executed  sale. 
Shepard  v.  King,  96  Ga.  81,  23  S.  E.  113. 

Before  the  title  to  property  sold  will  pass, 
it  is  essential  that  there  be  an  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  buyer  to  accept  it.  Priest 
V.  Hodges,  90  Ark.  131,  118  S.  W.  263. 

It  has  been  established  by  a  long  series  of 
cases,  according  to  Chief  Justice  Erie,  in 
Campbell  v.  Mersey  Docks  &  Harbour  Board, 
14  C.  B.  N.  S.  412,  that  the  purchaser  of  an 
unascertained  portion  of  a  larger  bulk  ac- 
quires no  properly  in  any  part  until  there 
has  been  a  separation  and  an  appropriation 
assented  to  by  both  vendor  and  vendee. 
Nothing  passes  until  there  is  an  assent,  ex- 
press or  miplied,  on  the  part  of  the  vendee. 

In  order  that  property,  either  manufac- 
tured to  order  or  bought  from  a  larger  stock 
of  the  same  class  of  goods,  may  pass  to  the 
buyer,  there  must,  as  a  general  rule,  not 
only  be  an  appropriation  by  the  seller,  but 
an  assent  by  the  purchaser  to  the  appro- 
priation. Gowans  v.  Consolidated  Bank,  43 
U.  C.  Q.  B.  318. 

A  separation  by  the  owner  of  a  number  of 
stacks  of  pilings,  and  a  marking  of  them  for 
the  purpose  and  with  the  intention  of  ap- 
propriating them  to  a  sale,  so  that  they  may 
be  identified,  without  the  presence  of  the 
purchaser,  or  any  act  of  acceptance  by  him, 
and  without  his  knowledge,  does  not,  in  it- 
self, pass  the  title  as  against  a  subsequent 
mortgagee.  Trimble  v.  Keet  &  R.  Mercan- 
tile  Co.   65  Mo.  App.   174. 

While  it  has  been  held  in  some  of  the 
cases,  said  the  court  in  Colorado  Springs 
Live  Stock  Co.  v.  Godding,  20  Colo.  249,  38 
Pac.  68,  that  the  acceptance  by  the  pur- 
chaser of  an  article  appropriated  by  the 
seller  according  to  the  terms  of  an  executory 
contract  of  sale  is  necessary  to  pass  the 
title,  the  weight  of  authority  is  that  the 
appropriation  by  the  seller  of  an  article, 
when    completed    in    accordance    with    the 
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terms  o-f  the  contract,  passes  the  title  with- 
out subsequent  assent  of  the  purchaser,  and 
aji  action  for  the  agreed  price  can  be  main- 
tained. 

If,  by  the  terms  of  a  contract  of  sale,  aught 
remains  to  be  done  to  ascertain  the  quality 
of  the  subject  of  the  sale,  the  property  will 
not  pass  to  the  purchaser  until  it  is  done. 
Blackwood  t.  Cutting  Packing  Co.  76  Cal. 
212,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  199,  18  Pac.  248; 
Hagins  v.  Combs,  102  Ky.  165,  43  S.  W. 
222;  Ockington  v.  Richey,  41  N.  H.  275; 
Gordon  v.  Norris,  49  N.  H.  376;  Outwater 
V.  Dodge,  7  Cow.  85;  Ward  v.  Shaw,  7 
Wend.  404;  Shindler  v.  Houston,  1  Denio, 
48;  Kein  v.  Tupper,  62  N.  Y.  550;  Burrows 
V.  Whiteker,  71  N.  Y.  291,  27  Am.  Rep. 
42;  Morgan  v.  King,  28  W.  Va.  1,  57  Am. 
Rep.  633;  Hood  v.  Bloch  Bros.  29  W.  Va. 
244,  11  S.  E.  910;  Buskirk  Bros.  ▼.  Peck, 
57  W.  Va.  360,  50  S.  E.  432. 

Where  goods  l^ing  in  a  warehouse  are 
sold  by  sample,  title  to  them  does  not  pass 
to  the  buyer  by  the  appropriation  of  pack- 
ages to  be  delivered  before  the  buyer  lias 
opportunity  to  inspect  and  accept  the  pur- 
chase.   Jenner  v.  Smith,  L.  R.  4  C.  P.  270. 

If  a  buyer  of  goods  by  sample  authorizes 
the  seller  to  select  the  goods  to  match  the 
sample,  the  sale  is  complete  when  the  selec- 
tion and  separation  from  stock  is  made ;  but 
otherwise  it  is  not  until  the  buyer  accepts 
the  goods  offered.  Andrews  v.  Cheney,  62 
N.  H.  404. 

A  contract  for  the  sale  of  specific  articles 
of  personal  property,  to  be  counted  out  to 
the  purchaser  on  a  future  day,  and  binding 
him  to  accept  only  such  as  are  in  a  certain 
condition,  is  an  executory  contract  only, 
and  passes  no  title.  Lownsdale  v.  Hun- 
saker,  2  Or.  101,  88  Am.  Dec.  465. 

The  British  sale  of  goods  act  provides 
(§  12)  that  when  there  is  a  sale  of  goods 
by  description,  "there  is  an  implied  con- 
dition that  the  goods  shall  correspond  with 
the  description." 

If  goods  sold  are  so  identified  that  none 
can  question  the  thing  intended  to  be  trans- 
ferred, it  is  not  indispensable  that  the  qual- 
ity, when  the  price  depends  upon  that,  shall 
be  determined  before  the  property  passes. 
Lingham  v.  Eggleston,  27  Mich.  326. 

^y  agreement  to  receive,  on  one  side, 
and,  on  the  other,  to  abandon  control  of, 
property  definitely  identified  and  distin- 
guishable from  other  property  of  the  same 
kind,  is  sufficient  to  transfer  title  upon  a 
sale  thereof.    Gans  v.  Holland,  37  Ark.  483. 

Where  a  commodity  is  bought  in  general 
terms  from  a  large  number  of  articles  of  the 
same  description,  a  selection  and  setting 
apart  of  the  subject  of  the  sale  from  the 
rest  of  its  kind,  with  the  assent  of  the 
parties,  as  the  commodity  purchased,  is 
sufficient  to  pass  the  title  to  the  purchaser. 
Rickey  v.  Zeppenfeldt,  64  Mo.  277. 

When  a  specified  quantity  of  a  commodity 
is  ordered  by  a  buyer  to  be  shipped  to  him 
by  the  seller  on  a  day  certain,  and  not  be- 
fore, a  selection  of  the  quantity  ordered  out 
of  the  general  stock  of  the  vendor,  and  a 
shipment  before  the  date  named,  is  not  suffl- 
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cient  to  make  the  contract  other  than  an 
executory  one.  Hoover  v.  Maher,  51  Minn. 
269,  63  N.  W.  646. 

No  title  passes  when  one  orders  a  definite 
number  of  articles  of .  merchandise,  to  be 
sent  him  on  six  months'  credit,  and  the 
person  receiving  the  order  ships  a  very  con- 
siderably less  number  upon  a  credit  of  but 
half  the  time,  and  the  shipment  never 
reaches  the  first.  Bruce  t.  Pearson,  3  Jcdina. 
534. 

To  take  an  oral  sale  out  of  the  operation 
of  the  statute  of  frauds,  there  must  be  a  de- 
livery, either  actual  or  constructive;  and  if 
it  is  not  actual,  it  must  be  unconditional 
and  unequivocal,  and  as  well  coupled  with 
an  acceptance  by  the  buyer,  all  manifested 
by  something  more  than  mere  words.  Shin- 
dler v.  Houston,  1  N.  Y.  261,  49  Am.  Dec 
316;  Prescott  v.  Locke,  61  N.  H.  94,  12  Am. 
Rep.  55. 

When  the  question  is  as  to  the  sufficiency 
of  a  delivery  of  personal  property  to  take 
an  oral  sale  out  of  the  statute  of  frauds, 
the  courts  distinguish  between  delivery  by 
the  seller  and  acceptance  by  the  buyer,  and 
hold  the  latter  necessary.  Ex  parte  Saf- 
ford,  2  Low.  Dec.  563,  15  Nat.  Bankr.  Heg. 
564,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  12,212. 

In  cases  of  oral  sales,  where  the  statute 
of  frauds  comes  into  play,  delivery  is  neces- 
sary to  the  validity  of  the  contract,  rather 
than  to  the  passing  of  the  title.  For  the 
contract  to  be  valid  without  writing,  the 
thing  sold  must  be  unconditionally  deliv- 
ered; but  if  the  contract  is  written,  or  is, 
for  other  reasons  valid,  delivery  is  not  at  all 
necessary  for  its  completion.  Winslow  v. 
Leonard,  24  Pa.  14,  62  Am.  Dec.  354. 

IX.  Th«  need  to  put  property  aold  in  a 
deUveralfle  state. 

Ko  title  passes  from  seller  to  buyer  on 
a  contract  of  sale  of  personal  property  if  the 
vendor  is  required  to  do  anything  to  such 
property  before  delivering  it,  to  put  it  in  a 
deliverable  condition,  or  a  state  in  which 
the  purchaser  will  be  bound  to  accept  it, 
until  the  seller  has  performed  the  noessary 
acts.  Magee  v.  Billingsley,  3  Ala.  679; 
Batre  v.  Simpson,  4  Ala.  305;  Foley  v.  Fel- 
rath,  98  Ala.  176,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  39,  13 
So.  485;  Blackwood  v.  Cutting  Packing  Ca 
76  Cal.  212,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  199,  18  Pac. 
248;  Hanauer  v.  Bartels,  2  Colo.  514;  Cow- 
gill  V.  Ford,  2  Houst  (Del.)  164;  Schneider 
V.  Westerman,  26  111.  614;  Graff  v.  Fitch, 
58  111.  373,  11  Am.  Rep.  86;  Wollensak  v. 
Briggs,  119  111.  463,  10  N.  E.  23;  McClung 
V.  Kelley,  21  Iowa,  608;  Macomber  v.  Parker, 
13  Pick.  175;  Lamson  v.  Patch.  6  Allen, 
686,  81  Am.  Dec  765;  Foster  v.  Ropes,  111 
Mass.  10;  Blossom  v.  Shotter,  59  Hun,  481, 
13  N.  Y.  Supp.  523,  affi.rmed  on  opinion  be- 
low in  128  N.  Y.  679,  29  N.  E.  145;  Hamil- 
ton v.  Gordon,  22  Or.  667,  30  Pac  495; 
Pleasants  v.  Pendleton,  6  Rand.  (Va.)  473, 
18  Am.  Rep.  726;  Dixon  v.  Myers,  7  Gratt 
240;  Bush  v.  Davis,  2  Maule  4  S.  403; 
Laidler  v.  Burlinson.  2  Mees.  ft  W.  602: 
Boswell  v.  Kilborn,  16  Moore,  P.  C.  C.  309. 
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The  general  rule  undoubtedly  i«  that,  in 
tbe  case  of  an  executory  contract, — a  con- 
tract for  the  Bale  of  unascertained  or  future 
goods  by  description, — the  pr<^rty  does  not 
pais  until  goods  of  that  description  and  in 
s  deliverable  state — that  is  to  say,  in  a 
itate  in  which  the  buyer  is  bound  to  accept 
them — are  unconditionally  appropriated  to 
the  contract,  either  by  the  seller,  with  the 
assent  of  the  buyer,  or  by  the  buyer,  with 
the  asaent  of  the  seller.  Wilson  t.  Shaver, 
t  Oilt  L.  Bep.  110. 

The  court  in  Meeker  v.  Johnson,  3  Wash. 
t47,  28  Pac.  642,  quoting  Lord  Blackburn's 
rule  respecting  sales,  that  where,  by  the 
agreement,  the  vendor  is  to  do  anything  to 
the  goods  for  the  purpose  of  putting  them 
into  that  state  in  which  the  purchaser  is  to 
be  bound  to  accept  them,  or,  as  it  is  some- 
times worded,  into  a  deliverable  shape,  the 
performance  of  those  things  shall,  in  the 
sbsence  of  circumstances  indicating  a  con- 
trary intention,  be  taken  to  be  a  condition 
prcfedent  to  this  vesting  of  the  property, — 
added  <m  its  own  account:  "The  rule,  we 
believe,  embodies  the  universally  accepted 
law,  both   in  England  and  America." 

The  statement  won  the  approval  of  the 
eourt  in  tbe  subsequent  case  of  North  Faci- 
le Lumbering  t  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Kerron,  6 
Wash.  214,  31  Pac.  595. 

There  is,  of  course,  nothing  to  prevent 
parties  from  agreeing  that  the  property 
•hall  pass,  notwithstanding  it  is  not  in  a 
deliverable  state,  or  is  unnnished.  If  they 
do  so  agree,  the  rule  does  not  affect  the 
traiwaetion.  Cowgill  v.  Ford;  Wollensak  v. 
Criggs;  and  Hamilton  v.  Gordon, — supra. 

The  title  to  goods  pointed  out  and  speci- 
fically identified  passes  at  once  by  a  sale 
when  the  parties  so  intend  and  the  price  is 
paid,  although  they  are  in  an  unnnished 
sute,  and  the  seller  is  expected  to  finish 
them.  Young  v.  Matthews,  L.  R.  2  C.  P. 
127. 

If  goods  sold  are  sufficiently  designated 
to  that  all  can  know  the  thing  intended,  it 
is  not  essential  that  they  be  in  a  deliverable 
condition,  for  the  title  to  pass.  Lingham  v. 
Eggleston,  27  Mich.  326. 

If  a  vendor,  at  the  time  of  agreeing  to 
honor  a  purchaser's  orders  for  a  number  of 
ear  loads  of  salt,  for  future  delivery,  has 
Bot  on  hand  a  quantity  of  salt  equal  to  or 
in  excess  of  that  named  in  the  contract, 
■n  nndistinguisbable  in  grade,  quality,  or 
value,  the  agreement  is  executory,  and 
ptsses  no  title.  Wilson  v.  Empire  Dairy 
Salt  Co,  60  App.  Div.  114,  63  N.  Y,  Supp. 
865. 

Z.  The  neeeaaUy  of  tdentlfving  die  attb- 
ject  of  a  sale. 

It  is  essential  to  an  executed  sale  that  the 
thing  told  be  identified.  Shepard  v.  King, 
M  Ga.  81,  23  S.  E.  113. 

A  eontntct  of  purchase  and  sale  of  per- 
tonal  property  is  executory,  and  transfers 
Beetle  from  seller  to  buyer  as  long  as  any- 
thing still  remains  to  be  done  to  identify 
thr  particular  property  which  is  the  sub- 
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ject  of  such  contract.  Magee  v.  Billingsley, 
3  Ala.  679;  Batre  v.  Simpson,  4  Ala.  306; 
Screws  v.  Roach,  22  Ala.  676;  Hudson  v. 
Weir,  29  Ala.  294;  Shealy  v.  Edwards,  73 
Ala.  176,  40  Am.  Rep.  43;  Foley  v.  Felrath, 
98  Ala.  176,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  39,  13  So. 
485;  Warten  v.  Strane,  82  Ala.  311,  8  So. 
231;  Frank  v.  Myers,  97  Ala.  437,  11  So. 
832;  McFadden  v.  Henderson,  128  AUt.  221, 
20  So.  640;  McLaughlin  v.  Piatti,  27  Cal. 
451;  Caruthers  v.  McGarvey,  41  Cal.  16; 
Blackwood  v.  Cutting  Packing  Co.  76  Cal. 
212,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  199,  18  Pac.  248;  Hunt- 
ington V.  Chisholm,  61  Ga:  270;  Love  v. 
State,  78  Ga.  66,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  234,  3  S. 
E.  893 ;  Dunn  v.  State,  82  Ga.  27,  3  L.R.A. 
199,  8  S.  E.  806;  Graff  v.  Fitch,  68  111.  373, 
11  Am.  Rep.  86;  Cloke  v.  Shafroth,  137  111. 
393,  31  Am.  St.  Rep.  376,  27  N.  E.  702; 
Conboy  v.  Petty,  60  111.  App.  117 ;  Murphy 
T.  State,  1  Ind.  366;  Bricker  v.  Hughes,  4 
Ind.  146;  McClung  v.  Kelley,  21  Iowa,  508; 
Welch  v.  Spies,  103  Iowa,  389,  72  N.  W. 
548;  Augustine  v.  McDowell,  120  Iowa,  401, 
94  N.  W.  918;  Allen  v.  Elmore,  121  Iowa, 
241,  96  N.  W.  769;  Macomber  v.  Parker, 
13  Pick.  176;  Mason  v.  Thompson,  18  Pick. 
305;  Hahn  v.  Fredericks,  30  Mich.  223,  18 
Am.  Rep.  119;  Fiehback  v.  VanDusen,  33 
Minn.  Ill,  22  N.  W.  244;  Baldwin  v.  Mc- 
Kay, 41  Miss.  358;  Williams  v.  Sayers,  79 
Miss.  50,  29  So.  995;  Ober  v.  Carson,  62 
Mo.  209;  American  Metal  Co.  v.  Daugherty, 
204  Mo.  71,  102  S.  W.  538;  Allgear  v. 
Walsh,  24  Mo.  App.  134;  Hamilton  v.  Clark, 
26  Mo.  App.  428;  Adam  Roth  Grocer  Co. 
V.  Lewis,  69  Mo.  App.  446 ;  Messer  v.  Wood- 
man, 22  N.  H.  172,  63  Am.  Dec.  241 ;  Smart 
V.  Batchelder,  67  N.  H.  140;  Andrews  v. 
Cheney,  62  N.  H.  404;  Field  v.  Moore,  Hill 
&  D.  Supp.  418;  Brewer  v.  Salisbury,  9 
Barb.  611;  Crofoot  v.  Bennett,  2  N.  Y.  268; 
Kein  v.  Tupper,  62  N.  Y.  550;  Burrows  v. 
Whitaker,  71  N.  Y.  291,  27  Am.  Rep.  42; 
Devane  v.  Fennell,  24  N.  C.  (2  Ired.  L.) 
36;  Fitzpatrick  v.  Fain,  3  Coldw.  15;  Tyler 
Lumber  Co.  v.  Rosenfield,  3  Tex.  App.  Civ. 
Cas.  (Willson)  412;  Morgan  v.  King,  28  W. 
Va.  1,  67  Am.  Rep.  633;  Hood  v.  Bloch 
Bros.  29  W.  Va.  244,  11  S.  E.  910;  Buskirk 
Bros.  V.  Peck,  57  W.  Va.  360,  50  S.  E.  432; 
Barrett  v.  Goddard,  3  Mason,  107,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  1,046;  Swanwick  v.  Sothern,  9  Ad.  ft 
El.  895;  Boswell  v.  Kilborn,  16  Moore,  P. 
C.  C.  309.  j 

The  authorities  are  nearly  uniform,  said 
the  court,  in  Browning  v.  Hamilton,  42  Ala. 
484,  in  holding  that  the  legal  title  to  per- 
sonalty does  not  pass  by  a  contract  of  sale 
where  the  identity  of  the  property  sold  is 
not  ascertained  by  the  contract  nor  capable 
of  identification  by  parol  evidence. 

If,  said  Lord  Ellenborough  in  Bush  v. 
Davis,  2  Maule  ft  S.  403,  some  further  acts 
were  to  be  done  in  order  to  regulate  the 
identity  and  (if  I  may  use  such  a  phrase) 
individuality  of  the  thing  to  be  delivered, 
I  cannot  say  that  it  was  in  a  state  fit  for 
immediate  delivery. 

Before  there  can  be  a  bargain  and  sale, 
as  distinguished  from  an  executory  agree- 
ment,   the   parties   must   agree   as   to    the 
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specific  goods  which  are  to  be  the  subject 
of  the  sale,  and  it  malces  no  difference  that 
the  goods  are  so  far  ascertained  that  they 
have  agreed  that  they  shall  be  taken  from 
some  specified  larger  stock.  Lee  v.  Gulp, 
8  Ont.  L.  Rep.  210. 

The  doctrine  that  the  title  passes  to  the 
buyer  of  goods  as  soon  as  both  parties  as- 
sent to  the  sale  and  agree  on  the  price  ap- 
plies only  in  cases  where  the  goods  are 
clearly  designated  and  separated  from  all 
others,  and,  according  to  the  sense  of  the 
contract)  are  then  deliverable  without  any 
farther  act  on  either  side,  and  are  in  a 
state  capable  of  delivery,  Barrett  v.  God- 
dard,  supra. 

That  a  bargain  is  by  words  in  past  or 
present  time  is  not  conclusive  evidence  of 
a  perfected  sale,  for,  if  it  appears  by  or 
extrinsic  to  the  contract  that  the  seller  did 
not  then  own  the  article,  or  that  it  did  not 
then  exist,  and  had  to  be  made,  or  that  it 
was  not  selected  out  of  a  lot  of  similar 
articles,  then  the  subject  of  the  sale  re- 
mains undefined  and  unspecified,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  at  least,  and  it  is  incompatible 
with  the  very  nature  of  things  to  call  it  a 
perfect  sale.  Winslow  t.  LMnard,  24  Pa. 
14,  62  Am.  Dec.  354. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  smaller  number  out  of 
many  chattels,  to  be  selected  either  by  the 
vendor  or  the  vendee,  when  the  chattels 
differ  from  each  other  in  quantity,  quality, 
or  value,  no  title  can  pass,  and  the  sale  is 
cxecutoiy  until  the  selection  is  made.  Chap- 
man V.  Shepard,  39  Conn.  413. 

When  selection  is  necessary  to  complete 
the  identification  of  a  commodity  sold  out  of 
a  mass  composed  of  units  of  different  sorts 
and  grades,  no  title  will  pass  to  the  pur- 
chaser until  the  part  sold  has  been  severed 
from  the  rest  and  specifically  identified. 
Hahn  v.  Fredericks,  supra. 

When,  in  a  contract  of  sale,  neither  the 
quality  nor  the  quantity  of  the  goods  sold 
is  determined,  and  there  is  room  in  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  for  great  differences  of 
opinion  on  these  scores,  so  that  the  price  is 
indefinite,  and  cannot  be  known  until  the 
qualities  are  sorted  and  measured,  the  title 
does  not  previously  pass.  Lingham  v.  Eg- 
gleston,  27  Mich.  326. 

Upon  a  sale  of  heavy  merchandise  without 
a  removal  of  it,  and  where  the  delivery  can 
be  only  symbolical  or  constructive,  there 
must  be  a  sufficiently  clear  and  unequivocal 
designation  and  identification  of  the  prop- 
erty sold  to  make  the  transfer  good  as 
against  creditors  of,  or  subsequent  pur- 
chasers from,  the  original  owner.  Anderson 
T.  Brenneman,  44  Mich.  198,  6  N.  W.  222. 

An  agreement  to  deliver  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  merchandise  is  not  executed  unless 
the  exact  quantity  is  set  apart  and  in  some 
way  identified  as  the  subject  of  the  pur- 
chase, although  there  is,  at  the  place  of 
delivery,  a  quantity  greater  than  that  called 
for  by  the  contract  of  sale.  England  v. 
Cortland,  9  Mo.  App.  578. 

The  conclusion  to  which  all  the  cases  tend, 
declared  the  court  in  Hires  v.  Hurff,  39  N. 
J.  L.  4,  is  that  where  there  is  a  contract 
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for  the  sale  of  »  oertain  quantity  of  goods 
in  general,  a  smaller  from  a  greater  quan- 
tity in  bulk,  without  a  special  identifica- 
tion of  them  or  an  appropriation  of  them  to  ! 
the  contract,  it  is  an  executory  agreement,  I 
and  the  property  does  not  pass  until  sudi 
appropriation  is  made,  unless  there  be  a 
clearly  expressed  intention  to  make  the  sale 
of  the  article  complete  and  absolute.  . 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  «rron 
and  appeals,  in  unanimously  reversing  this 
judgment,  that  the  intention  spoken  of  ^eed 
not  be  clearly  and  unequivocally  expressed, 
but  may  be  inferred  from  the  circumstances 
of  the  case;  and  when  such  circumstances 
are  at  all  indicative  of  such  an  intention, 
the  question  of  its  existence  is  one  of  fact, 
for  a  jury.  40  N.  J.  L.  581,  29  Am.  Rep. 
282. 

XI.  Identiflcatton  by  mark*. 

The  mere  marking  of  property  sold  is  an 
equivocal  act,  since  it  may  be  done  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  possession  of  it,  or  simply 
to  identify  the  subject  of  the  sale.  Evans 
V.  Harris,  19  Barb.  416. 

Where,  upon  an  executory  contract  of 
sale  of  a  quantity  of  goods  which  form  a 
part  of  a  larger  stock,  the  subject  of  the 
sale  is  selected,  invoiced,  separated  from  the 
stock,  carried  into  an  adjoining  room, 
marked  with  the  private  mark  of  the  buyer, 
and  then  put  in  boxes  marked  with  the 
buyer's  name,  but  left  in  the  possession  of 
the  seller,  to  be  delivered  later,  when  the 
buyer  shall  come  again  to  complete  the  pur- 
chase and  carry  away  the  goods,  the  title 
does  not  pass  and  the  sale  is  incomplete,  if 
the  seller  elects  to  rescind,  and  unpacks  the 
goods  and  returns  them  to  his  general  stock. 
Simpson  v.  State  Bank,  55  Neb.  240,  73 
N.  W.  554. 

But  whether  property  sold  is  specially 
marked  as  the  subject  of  the  sale,  or  al- 
ready bears  its  own  distinguishing  marks, 
it  is,  in  either  case,  and  regardless  of  the 
purpose  in  marking  it,  identifiable  by  its 
marks. 

A  designation  by  some  visible  mark  of 
property  sold  out  of  a  mass  of  the  same 
kind  and  character  is  a  sufficient  separa- 
tion to  pass  the  title  to  the  vendee.  It  is 
not  necessary  that  the  mark  upon  the  part 
sold,  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  it  and 
distinguishing  it  from  the  remainder,  be 
a  special  and  artificial  mark,  devised  for 
the  express  purpose.  Ropes  v.  Lan^  9  Al- 
len, 502. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  definite  number  of  bags 
of  coffee  at  a  stated  price,  by  weight,  out 
of  a  larger  lot  in  a  warehouse,  but  so 
marked  that  there  is  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  identifying  the  particular  bags  sold,  the 
title  passes  to  the  purchaser,  when  nothing 
remains  to  be  done  except  to  weigh  the  cof- 
fee and  compute  the  total  price.  Sanger 
V.  Waterbury,  116  N.  Y.  371,  22  N.  E.  404. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  definite  number  of  bales 
of  cotton,  identified  by  specific  marks,  and 
lying  in  a  lot  by  themselves,  at  a  stated 
price  per  pound,  the  title  passes  when  such 
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is  the  intention  of  the  parties,  although  the 
weighing,  measurement,  or  counting  of  the 
bales  is  still  to  be  done  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  total  price.  Ober  y.  Carson,  62  Mo. 
209. 

When  there  is  anything  which  specifically 
identifies  and  distinguishes  a  commodity, 
the  subject  of  a  sale,  from  a  bulk  or  mass 
of  other  units  of  the  same  kind,  and  it  is 
described  in  the  contract  of  sale  by  its  dis- 
tinr^ishing  characteristic,  no  manual  sepa- 
ration is  essential  to  pass  the  title  to  the 
buver.    Allgear  ▼.  Walsh,  24  Mo.  App.  134. 

VVhen  there  is  a  sale  of  a  quantity  of 
goods,  although  mingled  with  a  larger 
quantity  of  similar  goods,  if  the  subject  of 
Qx  sale  consists  of  many  packages,  each 
marked  and  tagged  so  that  they  can  be 
readily  distinguished  and  identified  from 
the  rest  of  the  mass,  no  further  separation 
is  required  in  order  to  complete  the  sale  and 
pass  the  title,  iienedict  «  B.  Mfg.  Co.  t. 
Jones,  64  Mo.  App.  218. 

XII.  The  neeesMtif  of  eounttng,  weigh- 
ing, or  measuring  the  subject  of  a 
gale. 

As  a  general  rule,  personal  property 
which  must  be  weighed,  measured,  or  count- 
ed in  order  that  the  quantity  sold  and  pur- 
chased may  be  ascertained,  does  not  pass 
from  seller  to  buyer  by  a  contract  of  sale 
and  purchase  until  the  weighing,  measuring, 
or  counting  has  been  done.  Magee  v.  Bii- 
lingslcT,'  3  Ala.  679 ;  Batre  ▼,  Simpson,  4 
Ala.  305;  Screws  v.  Roach,  22  Ala.  675; 
Hudson  v.  Weir,  29  Ala.  294;  Sbealy  y. 
Edwards,  73  Ala.  175,  49  Am.  Rep.  43; 
Aderholt  y.  Embry,  78  Ala.  185;  Warten  y. 
Strane,  82  Ala.  311,  8  So.  231;  McFadden 
T.  Henderson,  128  Ala.  221,  29  So.  640; 
Fagan  v.  Faulkner,  5  Ark.  161;  Beller  v. 
Block,  19  Ark.  566;  Priest  v.  Hodges,  90 
Ark.  131,  118  S.  W.  253;  Blackwood  v. 
Cutting  Packing  Co.  76  Cal.  212,  9  Am.  St. 
Rep.  199,  18  Pac  848;  Woodward  y.  Solo- 
mon, 7  Ga.  246;  O'Keefs  v.  Kellogg,  15  111. 
347 ;  Cook  y.  Logan,  7  Iowa,  142 ;  Snyder  y. 
Tibfaals,  32  Iowa,  447;  Welch  y.  Spies,  103 
Iowa,  389,  72  N.  W.  548 ;  Augustine  y.  Mc- 
Dowell, 120  Iowa,  401,  94  N.  W.  918;  Haug 
T.  Gillett,  14  Kan.  140;  Williams  y.  Feini- 
■nan,  14  Kan.  288;  Julius  Winkelmeyer 
Brewing  Asso.  y.  Nipp,  6  Kan.  App.  730, 
50  Pac.  956;  Webber  y.  Minor,  6  Bush.  463, 
M  Am.  Dec.  688;  Crawford  y.  Smith,  7 
Dana,  59;  Thompson  y.  Brannin,  94  Ky. 
490,  21  S.  W.  1057;  Hagens  y.  Combs,  102 
Ky.  165,  43  S.  W.  222;  Houdlette  y.  Tall- 
"nan,  14  Me.  400;  Morrison  y.  Dingley,  63 
Me.  553;  Reeder  y.  Machen,  57  Md.  56; 
Macomber  y.  Parker,  13  Pick.  175;  Mason 
».  Thompson,  18  Pick.  305;  Riddle  v.  Var- 
Bnm,  20  Pick.  283;   Wesoloski  y.  Wysoski, 

IM  Mass.   496,    71    N.    E.    982;    Hahn   v. 

Fredericks,  30  Mich.  223,  18  Am.  Rep.  110 ; 

Benedict  t  B.  Mfg.  Co.  y.  Jones,  64  Mo. 

App.  218;  Davis  v.  Hill,  3  N.  H.  382,  14  Am. 

R«p.  273;   Fuller   v.   Bean,   34  N.   H.   290; 

Gilman  y.  Hill,  36  N.  H.  311;  Ockiiigton  v. 

Richey,  41  N.  H.  276;  Prescott  y.  Locke,  61 
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N.  H.  94,  12  Am.  Rep.  55;  Hutchinson  y. 
Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.  59  N.  H.  487;  Smart 
y.  Batchelder,  57  N.  H.  140;  Cutwater  v. 
Dodge,  7  Cow.  86;  Ward  y.  Shaw,  7  Wend. 
404;  Fitch  y.  Beach,  IS  Wend.  221;  Downer 
y.  Thompson,  2  Hill,  137;  Shindler  v. 
Houston,  1  Denio,  48;  Brewer  y.  Salisbury, 

9  Barb.  611;  Steven^  v.  Eno,  10  Barb.  95; 
Evans  y.  Harris,  19  Barb.  416;  Gerald  v. 
Prouty,  34  Barb.  454,  affirmed  in  41  N.  Y. 
619;  Halterline  v.  Rice,  62  Barb.  593;  Joyce 
V.  Adams,  8  N.  Y.  291;  Kein  v.  Tupper,  52 
N.  Y.  550;  Burrows  v.  WhiUker,  71  N.  Y. 
291,  27  Am.  Rep.  42 ;  Devane  y.  Fennell,  24 
N.  C.  (2  Ired.  L.)  36;  Hamilton  y.  Gordon, 
22  Or.  657,  30  Pac.  495;  WUliama  v.  Allen, 

10  Humph.  337,  61  Am.  Dec.  709;  Allen  v. 
Melton,  64  Tex.  218;  Boaz  y.  Schneider,  69 
Tex.  128,  6  S.  W.  402;  T^ler  Lumber  Co. 
v.  Rosenfield,  3  Tex.  App.  Civ.  Cas.  (Will- 
son)  412;  Morgan  y.  King,  28  W.  Va.  1, 
67  Am.  Rep.  633;  Hood  v.  Bloch  Bros.  29 
W.  Va.  244,  11  8.  E.  910;  Buskirk  Bros.  y. 
Peck,  57  W.  Va.  360,  60  S.  E.  432;  Smith 
y.  Wisconsin  Invest.  Co.  114  Wis.  151,  89 
N.  W.  829;  Swanwick  y.  Sothem,  9  Ad.  ft 
El.  895;  Zagury  v.  Fumell,  2  Campb.  240. 

The  rule,  of  course,  does  not  apply  if  the 
parties  to  the  sale  agree  that  the  property 
shall  pass  to  the  purchaser  before  the  quan- 
tity of  the  goods  sold  has  been  ascertained. 
Magee  y.  Billingsley;  Batre  y.  Simpson; 
Crawford  v.  Smith;  Thompson  y.  Brannin; 
Reeder  v.  Machen;  Riddle  y.  Vamum;  and 
Wesoloski  v.  Wysoski, — supra;  Blossom  v. 
Shotter,  59  Hun,  481,  13  N.  Y.  Supp.  523, 
affirmed  on  opinion  below  in  128  N.  Y.  679, 
29  K.  E.  145. 

The  parties  to  a  sale  have  a  perfect  right 
to  agree  and  act  so  as  to  pass  title  to  the 
subject,  and  leave  the  quantity  to  be  as- 
certained afterwards.  O'Keefe  y.  Kellogg, 
supra. 

It  is  not  essential  to  the  passing  of  title 
upon  a  sale  of  known  and  particularly 
identified  goods,  if  the  parties  mean  it  to 
pass,  that  the  quantity  be  first  ascertained. 
Lingham  v.  Eggleston,  27  Mich.  326. 

Although  it  may  be  necessary  to  weigh 
or  measure  property  sold,  in  order  to  com- 
pute the  total  price,  the  title  to  it  will,  none 
the  less,  pass  by  the  sale,  if  the  parties  so 
agree,  and  nothing  remains  to  be  done  by 
the  seller  to  put  it  in  a  deliverable  state. 
Hagins  v.  Combs,  supra;  Greenbaiun  y. 
Martinez,  86  Cal.  459,  26  Pac.  12. 

If  the  parties  to  a  sale  intend  that  the 
subject  of  the  sale  shall  be  counted,  meas- 
ured, or  weighed  before  the  sale  is  complete, 
then  the  title  will  not  pass  until  this  is 
done;  but  if  the  parties  intend  the  sale 
to  be  complete  and  absolute  at  the  time  the 
bargain  is  made,  then  the  title  to  the  prop- 
erty will  pass  to  the  buyer  notwithstanding 
the  commodity  sold  has  yet  to  be  counted, 
weighed,  or  measured,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  total  price.    Macomber  y.  Parker,  supra. 

The  rule  that  title  to  property  sold  does 
not  pass  where  anything  remains  to  be  done 
by  the  seller,  such  as  weighing  or  measuring 
to  ascertain  the  quantity  and  price,  does  not 
apply  where  the  parties  expressly  contract 
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for  the  present  transfer  of  the  property, 
and  kave  the  buyer  to  do  the  weighing  and 
measuring  afterwards.  Turley  y.  Bates,  2 
Hurlst.  A  C.  200. 

It  was  held  in  Williams  v.  Allen,  10 
Humph.  337,  51  Am.  Dec.  709,  that  where 
parties  entered  into  a  contract  of  bargain 
and  sale  over  an  unknown  quantity  of  corn 
— all  there  was — lying  in  pens  in  a  particu- 
lar place,  the  quantity  of  which  was  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  usual  standards,  in  order 
before  the  measurement  was  made,  and 
therefore  that  the  sweeping  away  of  the 
corn  by  a  flood,  before  it  had  been  measured, 
was  the  seller's  loss. 

It  was  afterwards  said  of  this  case  by 
the  same  court  that  it  was  decided  on  the 
principle  that  where  goods  are  sold  by 
number,  weight,  or  measure,  as  long  as  the 
specific  Quantity  is  not  measured,  and  thus 
separated  and  identified,  the  sale  is  incom- 
plete, and  the  risk  of  loss  is  the  seller's.  In 
association  with  that  statement,  the  court, 
added:  We  adhere  to  this  doctrine  of  the 
common  law  as  applicable  to  contracts  of 
the  character  referred  to  in  its  general 
sense;  but  we  do  not  understand  it  to 
countervail  the  ascertained  and  positive  in- 
tention of  the  parties  to  the  contract.  Bond 
V.  Oreenwald,  4  Heisk.  460. 

A  commodity  sold  by  weight  out  of  an 
unweighed  mass  must  be  weighed  to  pass 
the  title.  Morrison  v.  Dingley,  supra, 
Dickerson,  J.,  dissenting. 

A  sale  of  merchandise  bv  weight  is  not 
perfect,  and  does  not  transfer  the  property, 
until  it  is  weighed,  or  until  the  buyer  is  in 
default  in  having  it  weighed,  even  if  the 
buyer  has  inspected  and  rejected,  as  un- 
satisfactory, a  Viirt  of  the  offered  merchan- 
dise.   Ross  V.  Hannan,  19  Can.  S.  C.  227. 

And  if  goods  are  sold  by  weight  or  meas- 
ure, the  weight  or  measurement  must  be 
ascertained  by  the  usual  standards,  in  order 
to  complete  the  sale.  Sempel  v.  Northern 
Hardwood  Lumber  Co.  (Iowa)  121N.W.23, 
reversing  on  rehearing  (Iowa)  115  N.  W. 
899. 

If  there  is  a  contract  for  sale  by  weight 
or  measure,  and  acts  are  to  be  done  in  order 
to  identify  the  thing  to  be  delivered,  before 
it  is  in  a  fit  state  for  delivery,  an  action  for 
goods  bargained  and  sold,  to  recover  the 
price,  cannot  be  maintained;  the  only 
remedy  the  vendor  has  if  the  buyer  commits 
a  breach  of  the  contract  i*  an  action,  for 
nonacceptance.  Boswell  t.  Kilbom,  15 
Moore,  P.  C.  C.  309. 

If  measurement  is  necessary  to  determine 
the  quantity  of  a  commodity  sold  out  of  a 
bulk  made  up  of  units  differing  in  grades 
and  kind,  title  will  not  pass  until  it  is 
measured.  Hahn  v.  Fredericks,  30  Mich. 
223,  18  Am.  Rep.  119;  M'Donald  v.  Hewett, 
15  Johns.  349,  8  Am.  Dec.  241. 

The  fact,  however,  that  a  commodity  is 
usually  sold  by  weight,  does  not  render  it 
essential  to  weigh  it  before  the  title  can 
pass,  if  it  is  not,  in  the  particular  case, 
sold  by  weight.  Kaufman  v.  Stone,  25  Ark. 
336;   Cans  v.  Holland,  37  Ark.  483. 

And  in  some  cases,  even  when  property  is 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


sold  by  weight  or  measure,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary ix)  weigh  or  measure  it  in  order  that 
its  ownership  may  be  transferred  from  sell- 
er to  buyer.    Doiny  v.  Williams,  5  Allen, 

It  is  not  the  law,  in  Pennsylvania,  at  all 
events,  that  the  right  of  property  cannot 
pass  so  long  as  the  quantity  of  the  thing 
sold  remains  to  be  ascertained;  but  it  is 
only  where  something  is  to  be  done  by  the 
very  terms  of  the  contract,  to  ascertain  the 
quantity,  that  the  sale  is  incomplete.  Den- 
nis V.  Alexander,  3  Fa.  St.  50. 

The  conclusion  reached  in  the  Elgee  Cot- 
ton Cases  (United  'States  v.  Woodruff)  22 
Wall.  180,  22  L.  ed.  863,  that  the  title  had 
not  passed  by  the  contract  of  sale,  did  not 
rest,  according  to  the  court,  merely  on  the 
ground  that  the  cotton  was  not  weighed  or 
[actually]  delivered.  The  court  deemed  it 
unnecessary  to  decide  that  weighing  the  cot- 
ton was,  in  that  case,  a  prerequisite  to 
transmitting  the  property,  though,  in  its 
esteem,  that  appeared  to  be  the  law  of  Eng- 
land whenever,  by  the  contract,  goods  are  to 
be  weighed  by  the  vendor,  or  by  him  con- 
currently with  the  vendee. 

Upon  a  sale  of  hay,  part  of  a  large  stack, 
which  is  to  be  weighed  out  to  the  buyer 
without  any  specific  appropriation  of  any 
part  of  the  stack,  the  weighing  and  separa- 
ting must  precede  delivery,  and  the  title 
will  not  pass  until  these  acts  have  been  per- 
formed. Davis  V.  Hill,  3  N.  H.  382,  14  Am. 
Dec.  373. 

The  same  is  true  of  a  sale  of  lumber,  to 
be  taken  and  measured  from  a  larger  bulk, 
and  to  be  of  the  average  thickness  and  qual- 
ity.    Ockington  v.  Richey,  41  N.  H.  275. 

The  counting,  weighing,  or  measuring  of 
a  commodity  sold  is  an  essential  prelimi- 
nary to  the  transfer  of  ownership  only  when 
such  an  operation  is  required  to  separata 
and  identify  the  subject  of  the  sale,  and 
when  its  delivery  is  constructive  or  sym- 
bolic instead  of  actual.  Bogy  v.  Rhodes,  4 
G.  Greene,  133;  Nash  v.  Brewster,  39  Minn. 
530,  2  L.R.A.  409,  41  N.  W.  105;  Cunning- 
ham V.  Ashbrook,  20  Mo.  553;  Bass  v. 
Walsh,  39  Mo.  192;  York  v.  St  Louis,  I.  M. 
&  S.  R.  Co.  15  Mo.  App.  598. 

An  actual  delivery  of  property  sold  into 
the  possession  of  the  buyer,  with  the  in- 
tention of  transferring  its  ownership  to  him 
inimediately,  dispenses  with  the  necessity 
of  a  preliminary  counting,  weighing,  or 
measuring.  Bell  v.  Farrar,  41  III.  400; 
Cushman  v.  Holyoke,  34  Me.  289 ;  Macomber 
V.  Parker,  13  Pick.  175;  Col  well  v.  Keystone 
Iron  Co.  36  Mich.  51;  Bass  v.  Walsh,  supra; 
McMillan  v.  Schweitzer,  87  Mo.  402;  Kelsea 
v.  Haines,  41  N.  H.  246;  Price  v.  Heath, 
41  Hun,  586. 

Live  stock  sold  at  a  definite  price,  ac- 
cording to  weight,  subsequently  to  be  as- 
certained, pass  to  the  purchaser  by  an  actual 
delivery  of  the  animals  into  his  possession, 
even  before  they  are  weighed.  Cunningham 
V.  Ashbrook,  supra. 

But  upon  a  contract  between  the  owner 
of  a  quantity  of  firewood  and  a  railroad 
company,  for  the  sale  of  wood,  to  be  meas- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JW8. 


BAKBER  T.  ANDREWS. 


19 


nnd,  received,  «nd  paid  for  at  a  stated 
price  per  cord,  a  sale  is  not  consummated, 
•0  u  to  pass  the  title  to  the  wood  to  the 
nilroad  company,  by  the  seller's  placing 
it  npon  the  right  of  way,  and  notifying  the 
railroad  company  thereof,  until  the  wood 
ks8  been  measured  and  the  price  ascertained. 
PitUbuigh,  C.  ft  St.  L.  R.  Co.  t.  Heck,  50 
lad.  303,  19  Am.  Rep.  713;  Indianapolis, 
P.  &  C.  R.  Co.  V.  Maguire,  62  Ind.  140. 

The  doctrine  of  the  English  cases  in  re- 
ipKt  of  the  necessity  of  prior  weighing  or 
measuring  to  pass  title  has  been  fairly 
dated  as  follows:  If,  it  is  said,  a  part  of 
t  bulk  be  sold,  so  that  weighing  or  separa- 
tion is  necessary  to  determine  the  Identity 
or  individuality  of  the  article,  or,  if  fhe 
whole  of  a  commodity  be  sold,  but  weighing 
it  necessary  to  ascertain  the  price,  because 
the  qnaatity  is  unknown,  weighing  or 
messaring  must  precede  the  delivery,  and  a 
•jnibolical  delivery,  as,  for  example,  by  a 
trsosfer  on  a  wharfinger's  books,  will  not  be 
lufBcient  without  such  weighing.  Swan- 
wide  V.  Sotbem,  9  Ad.  k  El.  895. 

.The  following  cases  exemplify  the  doctrine 
(Uted: 

A  contract  for  the  sale  and  purchase  of 
all  the  seller's  starch  then  lying  in  the 
warehouse  of  a  third  person  in  unweighed 
parksges,  at  a  stated  price  the  hundred- 
weight, payable  by  bill  at  two  months,  ac- 
companied by  an  order  from  the  vendor  to 
the  warehouseman,  directing  him  to  weish 
and  deliver,  all  the  vendor's  starch  to  the 
purchaser,  does  not  pass  title  and  property 
until  the  weighing  has  been  done,  nor  to 
any  unweighed  part  after  some  of  the  starch 
baa  been  weighed  and  delivered.  Hanson 
T.  Meyer,  8  East,  614. 

Upon  a  sale  at  a  stated  price  the  ton  of 
10  tone  of  flax  out  of  a  larger  quantity 
packed  in  mats  unequal  in  size  and  of  un- 
ascertained weight,  accompanied  by  an  order 
on  the  warehouseman  for  delivery  on  a 
saiaed  date,  with  storage  thereafter  charge- 
able to  the  buyer,  no  property  passes  until 
the  flax  is  weighed,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
vendor  from  rescinding  in  the  event  of  the 
buyer's  intervening  ^nkruptcy.  Busk  v. 
Davis,  2  Maule  t  8.  397.  , 

In  distinguishing  Busk  v.  Davis,  supra, 
the  court  in  Pleasants  v.  Pendleton,  6  Rand. 
iVa.)  473,  18  Am.  Dec.  726,  said:  Observe 
the  striking  difference  between  that  case  and 
ours.  There  the  flax  was  put  up  in  mats 
and  sold  by  the  ton :  to  make  up  the  number 
of  tons  sold  it  might  be  necessary  to  break 
np  some  of.  the  mats.  Here  the  0our  was 
put  up  in  barrels  and  sold  by  the  barrel: 
so  further  process  necessary,  no  weighing, 
BO  barrel  to  be  broken  to  make  up  the 
qnsatity.  There  it  was  impossible  for  the 
bu^r  to  say  that  any  precise  number  of 
mats  belonged  to  him.  If  he  could  hai'e 
•aid  so,  the  argument  of  the  chief  justice 
leads  directly  to  the  conclusion  that  the  de- 
cision would  have  been  different.  Here,  the 
vendee  could  say  what  precise  number  of 
barrds  belonged  to  him;  his  order  designa- 
ted number  and  brand  precisely. 

A  sak  of  »  certain  nnmber  of  bales  of 
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goat  skins  containing  five  dozen  in  each  bale, 
at  a  stated  price  the  dozen,  to  be  taken  as 
they  are  and  paid  for  in  good  commercial 
paper  at  five  months,  passes  no  title  to  the 
purchaser  until  the  skins  are  counted  and 
the  actual  number  of  dozens  are  ascertained, 
so  as  to  fix  the  total  price.  Zagury  v.  Fur- 
nell,  2  Campb.  240. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  quantity  of  bark  stacked 
at  a  certain  place,  at  a  stated  price  the  ton 
of  21  hundredweight,  which  the  buyer 
agreed  to  take  and  pa^  for  on  a  named 
future  date,  and  of  which  he  did  actually 
remove  between  8  and  9  tons,  no  title  passes 
to  the  unweighed,  unremoved  portion,  and 
until  it  is  weighed,  the  risk  of  loss  is  the 
seller's.  Simmons  v.  Swift,  6  Bam.  &  C. 
867. 

"I  own,"  said  Mr.  Justice  Blackburn,  of 
this  case,  afterwards,  in  Martineau  v.  Kit- 
ehing,  26  L.  T.  N.  S.  836,  "I  have  alwsys 
much  doubted  the  soundness  of  that  cfe- 
cision." 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  England  the  title 
does  not  generally  pass  upon  a  sale  of 
property  without  weighing  or  measuring  it, 
whenever  weighing  or  measuring  is  an 
operation  to  1^  done  before  the  price  can 
be  known;  and  decisions  are  not  lacking  in 
the  United  States  to  the  same  effect  For 
instance,  it  was  held  in  Dixon  v.  Myers,  7 
Oratt.  240,  that  when  the  amount  of  pur- 
chase' money  of  an  article  sold  for  future 
delivery  remains  to  be  ascertained  by 
enumerating,  weighing,  or  measuring  it,  the 
general  rule  is  that  the  property  does  not 
pass   to   the   buyer. 

But  this  rule  has  not  been  unanimously 
accepted,  even  in  England,  and  has  not 
commanded  the  approval  of  the  American 
courts. 

It  is  true,  said  Cockburn,  Ch.  J.,  in  Mar- 
tineau V.  Kitching,  supra,  there  are  authori-' 
ties  for  saying  that  where  the  price  is  to  be 
ascertained,  the  property  will  not  pass;  but 
it  is  certainly  clear  on  authority  that  ac- 
cording to  the  view  now  taken  of  this  par- 
ticular branch  of  the  law,  the  question  is 
one  of  intention  between  the  parties.  .  .  . 
True,  where  something  remains  to  be  done, 
the  property  cannot  be  intended  to  pass; 
but  it  is  equally  clear  that,  in  point  of 
principle  and  common  sense  and  wisdom, 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  man  passing 
the  property  in  a  thing  which  he  proposes 
to  sell  and  a  buyer  proposes  to  buy,  al- 
though the  price  may  remain  to  be  ascer- 
tained afterwards.  .  .  .  And  that  is  the 
substantial  distinction;  if  the  price  has  to 
be  ascertained  before  the  property  passes, 
and  that  price  be  unascertained,  the  prop- 
erty will  not  pass;  but  if  it  be  found  that 
the  intention  was  that  the  property  should 
(■ass  at  the  time  of  the  bargain,  what 
reason  is  there  for  saying  that  it  shall  not? 
I  confess  that  no  such  reason  appears  to  my 
mind,  and  unless  authority  is  cited  to  the 
contrary,  I  will  not  give  way  to  a  rule  in- 
consistent with  principle  and  common  sense. 

These-  remarks  were  afterwards  quoted 
with  approval  by  Osier,  J.  A.,  in  delivering 
the  judgment  of  the   court  in   Wilson   ▼. 
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Shaver,  3  Ont.  L.  Rep.  110,  affirming  1 
Ont.  L.  Rep.  107. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendant  contends, 
said  the  court  in  Sewell  t.  Eaton,  6  Wis. 
490,  70  Am.  Dec.  471,  that  in  sales  of  per- 
sonal property,  if  anything  remains  to  be 
done  to  ascertain  the  quantity  or  exact 
amount  of  the  price,  to  be  ^id,  the  title 
does  not  pass;  and  he  has  cited  numerous 
authorities  in  support  of  his  position.  We 
are  aware  that  the  authorities  upon  this 
subject  are  not  uniform  but  those  which  we 
cite  in  support  of  our  position  seem  to  be 
founded  upon  bettor  reason  than  those  which 
sustain  the  contrary  doctrine;  especially  so 
when  it  is  apparent,  as  in  this  case,  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  vendor  to  transfer 
the  title,  and  of  the  vendee  to  accept  it. 

The  rule  supposed  to  have  been  recognized 
in  some  of  the  earlier  English  cases,  accord- 
ing to  the  court  in  Allen  v.  Elmore,  121 
Iowa,  241,  96  N.  W.  769,  to  the  effect  that 
there  could  be  no  passing  of  the  title  until 
the  purchase  price  had  been  definitely  de- 
termined by  weighing  or  measuring,  when 
necessary,  based,  as  it  was  apparently,  on 
the  idea  that  the  action  for  the  purchase 
price  must  be  for  a  specific  sum,  definite- 
ly ascertained,  has  not  been  generally  ap- 
proved by  the  couits  in  this  country,  and 
it  has  been  held  by  the  great  weight  of 
authority  that  where  the  payment  of  the 
purchase  price  is  not  a  condition  to  the 
passing  of  the  title,  that  is,  where  credit 
for  the  price  is  given,  the  fact  that  weigh- 
ing or  measuring  still  remains  necessary 
to  determine  the  price  will  not  indicate  an 
intention  that  the  title  shall  not  pass  until 
such  acts  are  done,  it  being  assumed,  of 
course,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  this  rule, 
that  the  specific  goods  are  agreed  upon  and 
definitely  ascerteined  .  .  .  and  whatever 
may  have  been  the  earlier  views  of  the 
English  judges,  that  is  now  the  rule  in 
England,  and  this  is  the  view  stated  by  the 
American  text-books. 

If  the  counting,  weighing,  or  measuring 
of  a  commodity  sold  is  to  be  done  simply 
in  order  that  the  total  price  to  be  paid  for 
it  may  be  computed  at  a  rate  agreed  upon, 
such  counting,  weighing,  or  measuring  is 
not  a  prerequisite  to  the  transfer  of  owner- 
ship in  the  subject  of  sale,  but  the  title  and 
right  of  property  pass  at  once  without  it, 
when  the  parties  so  intend.  Leonard  t. 
Davis,  1  Black,  476,  17  L.  ed.  222;  Green- 
baum  V.  Martinez,  86  Cal.  459,  25  Pac.  12; 
Lassing  v.  James,  107  Cal.  348,  40  Pac.  534 ; 
Holliday  v.  Burgess,  34  111.  193;  Barrow 
V.  Window,  71  111.  214;  Luthy  v.  Water- 
bury,  140  111.  664,  30  N.  E.  351 ;  Welch  v. 
Spies,  103  Iowa,  389,  72  N.  W.  648;  Allen 
v.  Elmore,  121  Iowa,  241,  96  N.  W.  769; 
Sempel  v.  Northern  Hardware  Lumber  Co. 
(Iowa)  121  N.  W.  23,  reversing  on  rehear- 
ing (Iowa)  115  N.  W.  899;  Riddle  v.  Var- 
num,  20  Pick.  283;  Denny  t.  Williams,  5 
Allen,  1;  Adams  Min.  Co.  v.  Senter,  26 
Mich.  73;  Steams  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co. 
156  Mich.  145,  120  N.  W.  572;  Southwestern 
Freight  &.  Cotton  Press  Co.  v.  Stanard,  44 
Mo.  71,  100  Am.  Dec.  255;  Ober  v.  Carson, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


62  Mo.  209 ;  McMillan  ▼.  Schweitzer,  87  Mo. 
402;  Toney  v.  Goodley,  57  Mo.  App.  235; 
Bos  well  V.  Green,  25  N.  J.  L.  390;  Crofoot 
V.  Bennett,  2  N.  Y.  238;  Cohen  v.  Stewart, 
98  N.  C.  97,  3  S.  E.  716;  Barker  v.  Reagan, 

4  Heisk.  500;  Boaz  v.  Schneider,  69  Tex. 
128,  6  S.  W.  402;  Sewell  v.  Eaton,  6  Wii. 
490,  70  Am.  Dec.  471;  Fromme  v.  O'Don- 
nell,  124  Wis.  529,  103  N.  W.  3;  Turley  v. 
Bates,  2  Hurlst.  &  C.  200. 

The  rule  or  principle  that  where  some- 
thing remains  to  be  done  by  the  seller  to 
ascertain  the  identity,  quantity,  or  quality 
of  the  article  sold,  or  to  put  it  in  the  con- 
dition which  the  contract  requires,  the  title 
remains  in  the  vendor  until  the  condition  is 
complied  with,  does  not  apply  where  the 
number  of  the  particular  articles  sold  is  to 
be  ascertained  for  the  sole  purpose  of  de- 
termining the  totel  value  at  certain  sped- 
fied  rates,  or  a  designated  fixed  price.  Ban- 
ger T.  Waterbury,  116  N.  Y.  871,  22  N.  E. 
404. 

The  distinction  in  cases  of  sales  of  a 
number  of  like  articles  at  a  steted  price 
each,  to  be  afterwards  counted  to  determine 
the  total  sum  to  be  paid,  and  sales  of  a 
number  of  articles  out  of  a  larger  number 
of  the  same  kind,  where  separation  and 
identification  are  necessary  in  order  to  as- 
certain the  exact  subject  of  the  sale,  it  has 
been  said,  "does  not  depend  so  much  upon 
what  is  to  be  done,  as  upon  the  object  which 
is  to  be  effected  by  it.  If  that  is  specifica- 
tion, the  property  is  not  changed;  if  it  is 
merely  to  ascertain  the  total  value  at  desig- 
nated rates,  the  change  of  title  is  effected." 
Crofoot  v.  Bennett,  supra. 

It  is  perfectly  legitimate  to  point  to  the 
want  of  measurement  and  setting  apart  of 
goods  as  evidence,  in  the  very  nature  of  the 
transaction,  that  the  sale  was  not  intended 
to  be  complete;  but  this  is  not  essential  to 
an  executed  sale,  and  therefore  not  con- 
clusive one  way  or  the  other,  except  when 
it  is  necessary  to  define  the  subject-matter. 
Winslow  v.  Leonard,  24  Pa.  14,  02  Am.  Dae. 
354. 

A  sale  of  10  out  of  30  tons  of  hemp,  the 
cargo  of  a  certain  ship  lying  with  a  wharf- 
ingv,  At  a  stated' price  the  ton,  to  be  paid 
by  the  buyer's  acceptances,  accompanied  by 
an  order  to  the  wharfinger  to  weigh  and 
deliver,  and  followed  by  the  presentation 
and  acceptence  of  the  order,  and  a  transfer 
upon  the  wharfinger's  books,  is  not  so  com- 
plete before  the  hemp  is  weighed  out  and 
the  acceptances  are  drawn  and  delivered  as 
to  prevent  the  vendor,  upon  the  failure  of 
the  purchaser,  from  stopping  delivery  and 
withholding  the  goods.     Shepley  t.  Davis, 

5  Taunt.  617. 

The  rule  being  that  the  vendor  of 
goods  may  stop  them  in  transitu  on  the  in- 
solvency of  the  vendee,  before  delivery  is 
complete,  and  that  a  delivery  is  incompI?te 
so  long  as  measuring  or  weighing  the  goods 
must  be  done  before  the  price  can  be  known 
although  the  rate  is  fixed,  it  makes  no  dif- 
ference that  the  entire  bulk,  rather  than 
a  part  of  it,  is  the  subject  of  the  sale,  as 
the  principle  that  while  anything  remains 
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to  be  done  to  ascertain  the  price,  the  pos- 
session is  not  transferred  to  the  buyer,  ap- 
plies.   Withers  t.  Lyss,  4  Campb.  237. 

Although  the  right  of  a  vendor  to  rescind 
a  sale  because  of  the  failure  of  the  vendee, 
or  his  refusal  to  pay,  continues  so  long  as 
any  weighing,  measuring,  or  other  thing 
remains  to  be  done  on  his  part,  yet  this 
test  does  not  apply  to  the  question  of  vest- 
ing the  title  in  a  case  where  the  vendor  has 
so  cause  for  a  rescission.  Winslow  v.  Iicon- 
ard,  supra;  Gonser  t.  Smith,  US  Pa.  452, 
8  Atl.  770. 

XIII.  The  neceasitif  of  delivery. 

If,  by  the  terms  of  a  contract  of  sale,  the 
delivery  of  possession  of  the  thing  sold  re- 
mains to  be  done  to  complete  the  sale,  the 
title  does  not  pass  until  that  part  of  the 
contract  has  been  performed.  (^Keefe  v. 
Kellogg,  15  III.  347. 

The  general  rule,  declared  a  New  York 
jurist,  on  one  occasion,  is  that  a  delivery  by 
the  vendor  of  property  sold  is  necessary  to 
complete  the  sale  and  to  vest  title  in  the 
buyer.     Halterline  v.  Rice,  62  Barb.  693. 

The  word  "delivery,"  used  in  this  associa- 
tion, is  ambiguous;  and  its  apparent  is  not 
its  real,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  its 
entire,  meaning. 

Ordinarily,  it  was  said  more  recently  by 
an  Iowa  judge,  delivery  is  essential  to  pass 
title  to  property  by  a  sale;  but  he  added, 
though,  change  of  possession  is  not  a  univer- 
sal requisite  to  a  completed  sale.  Sempel 
V.  Northern  Hardwood  Lumber  Co.  (Iowa) 
121  N.  W.  23,  reversing  on  rehearing 
(Iowa)  115  N.  W.  899. 

In  another  case,  a  eourt  put  it  in  this 
way:  A  delivery,  or  what  is  in  law  its 
equivalent,  is  necessary  in  all  sales  of  goods 
and  chattels,  to  transfer  the  property  from 
seller  to  buyer  and  complete  the  sale.  Ck>w- 
gill  V.  Ford,  2  Houst.  (Del.)  164. 

In  other  eases,  courts  have  asserted  that 
a  delivery,  either  actual  or  constructive,  is 
essential  to  complete  a  sale,  or  to  pass  title 
to,  or  property  in,  goods  sold.  Dunlap  v. 
Berry,  5  III.  327,  39  Am.  Dec.  413 ;  Fleming 
V.  State,  106  Ga.  359,  32  S.  E.  338;  Stone 
T.  Peacock,  35  Me.  385;  Hamilton  v.  Clark, 
25  Mo.  App.  428. 

Many  oi  the  cases  cited  below  will  be 
found  on  examination  to  have  asserted  just 
as  broadly  'that  a  delivery  is  not  essential 
to  pass  title  to  a  purchaser  by  a  sale  if  the 
contract  is,  in  other  respects,  complete. 

The  principal  difficulty  in  determining  the 
law  upon  this  subject,  according  to  the 
eourt  in  Bloyd  v.  Pollock,  27  W.  Va.  76, 
arises  from  the  fact  that  unfortunately  the 
word  "delivery"  is  used  in  the  reports  and 
law  books  generally  in  two  widely  different 
senses.  It  is  most  frequently  used  in  re- 
ference to  the  change  of  possession  of  a 
chattel;  but  sometimes  it  is  used  in  refer- 
ence to  the  change  of  property  in  a  chat- 
tel, which  may,  in  certain  cases,  take  place 
without  any  change  of  possession.  In  other 
Words,  this  word  "delivery"  is  generally  used 
to  denote  transfer  of  possession;  but  it  is 
sometimes  used  to  denote  simply  transfer  of 

title,  unaccompanied  by  any  change  of  pos- 
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session.  ...  A  familiar  example  of  the 
use  of  this  word  "delivery"  in  these  two  es- 
sentially different  senses  is  this  case;  upon  a 
sale  of  goods  generally,  no  property  passes 
until  delivery,  for  until  then  the  very  goods 
sold  are  not  ascertained;  yet  it  is  well  set- 
tled that  the  delivery  of  goods  to  any  com- 
mon carrier,  whether  a  particular  carrier 
has  or  has  not  been  designated  by  the  ven- 
dee for  the  purpose  of  having  them  conveyed 
to  the  vendee  or  to  a  place  designated  by  the 
vendee  vests   the  property   in    the   vendee. 

.  .  .  Many  other  examples  might  be 
^ven  where  goods  are  regarded  as  delivered 
m  the  sense  of  a  transfer  of  title  when  there 
is  in  fact  no  delivery  in  the  sense  of  a  trans- 
fer of  possession;  as,  for  instance,  when  the 
property  is,  when  sold,  in  the  hands  of  a 
third  person,  and  he  agrees  to  keep  it  for 
the  vendee;  this  perfects  the  sale,  and  there 
is  a  change  in  the  title  to  the  property,  it 
belonging  to  the  vendee  as  completely  as  if 
he  had  been  put  in  actual  possession  of  the 
same.  And  in  such  case,  to  complete  the 
sale  and  make  a  complete  transfer  of  the 
title  of  the  property,  it  would  suffice  that 
the  vendor  should  simply  notify  the  vendee. 

An  action  will  not  lie  for  goods  sold  and 
delivered  unless  there  has  been  either  an 
actual  or  a  constructive  delivery.  Evans  v. 
Harris,  19  Barb.  416. 

But  when  the  terms  of  a  bargain-and-sale 
contract  are  complete,  an  action  lies  for  the 
price  of  the  goods  sold,  although  the  buyer 
did  not  take  them  away.    Damon  v.  Osbom, 

18  Mass.  476,  11  Am.  Dec.  229. 

To  put  goods  sold  at  the  buyer's  risk,  an 
actual  delivery  is  not  required;  a  symbolical 
delivery  suffices.  Hankins  v.  Baker,  46  N. 
Y.  666. 

Between  the  parties  to  a  sale,  and  when 
their  contract  does  not  provide  to  the  con- 
trary, an  actual  delivery  of  identified, 
specific  goods  sold,  is  not  essential  to  trans- 
fer title  and  ownership  to  the  purchaser. 
Leonard  v.  Davis,  1  Black,  476,  17  L.  ed. 
222;  Hatch  v.  Standard  Oil  Co.  100  U.  S. 
124,  25  L.  ed.  554;  Cowgill  ▼.  Ford,  supra; 
Woodward  v.  Solomon,  7  Ga.  246;  Shepard 
V.  King,  96  Ga.  1, 23  S.  E.  113 ;  Idaho  Imple- 
ment Co.  V.  Lambach,  16  Idaho,  497,  101 
Pac.  951;  Eolliday  v.  Burgess,  34  111.  193; 
Barrow  v.  Window,  71  111.  214;  Lester  ▼. 
East,  49  Ind.  588;  O'Farrel  v.  McClure 
(Kan.  App.)  47  Pac.  160;  Bush  v.  Bar- 
field,  1  Coldw.  92;  Ferguson  v.  Northern 
Bank,  14  Bush,  555,  29  Am.  Rep.  418; 
Thompson  t.  Brannin,  94  Ky.  400,  21  S.  W. 
1057;  Wing  v.  Clark,  24  Me.  366;  Phillips 
v.  Moor,  71  Me.  78;  Lingham  v.  Eg<;1eston, 
27  Mich.  326;  Byles  v.  Colier,  64  Mich.  1, 

19  N.  W.  505 ;  Baker  v.  McDonald,  74  Neb. 
595,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  474,  104  N.  W.  923; 
Olyphant  v.  Baker,  6  Denio,  379;  Terry  v. 
Wheeler,  25  N.  Y.  520;  Hankins  v.  Baker,  46 
N.  Y.  666;  International  4  Gt.  N.  R.  Co.  v. 
Ogburn,  26  Tex.  Civ.  App.  217,  63  S.  W. 
1072;  Bemis  v.  Morrill,  38  Vt.  153;  Gris- 
wold  V.  Scott,  60  Vt.  550,  29  Atl.  1013; 
Pleasants  v.  Pendleton,  6  Band.  (Va.)  473, 
18  Am.  Dec.  720;  Craig  v.  Beardmora,  7 
Ont.  L.  Rep.  674. 
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Actual  removal  of  pergonal  property  sold 
from  the  place  where  it  is  at  the  time  of  the 
sale  is  never  essential  to  constitute  a  de- 
livery of  it.  Little  Rofik  &  Ft.  S.  R.  Co.  v. 
Page,  35  Ark.  304. 

It  is  not  essential  to  the  execution  of  a 
contract  of  sale  of  hulky  or  ponderous  prop- 
erty that  the  subject  of  the  sale  be  re- 
moved and  carried  away  by  the  purchaser. 
Jcwett  T.  Warren,  18  Man.  300,  7  Am.  Dec. 
74. 

Failure  to  remove  or  change  the  posses- 
BioB  of  property  sold  is  not  conclusive 
against  a  transfer  of  title.  Brewer  v.  Michi- 
gan Salt  Asso.  47  Mich.  626,  11  N.  W.  370. 

The  parties  may  agree  that  a  sale  shall 
be  complete  and  the  property  pass  in  the 
specific  thing,  chattel  or  other  goods,  al- 
though the  delivery  of  possession  is  post- 
poned, and  although  something  shall  re- 
main to  be  done  by  the  seller.  Ix^n  v. 
Le  Mesurier,  6  Moore,  P.  C.  C.  116. 

The'  authorities  are  numerous,  said 
Selden,  J.,  in  the  case  of  Terry  v.  Wheeler, 
supra,  where  the  expression  is  used  that  if 
anything  remains  to  be  done  by  the  seller, 
the  title  does  not  pass;  but  the  cases  which 
»re  cited  to  sustain  that  position  only  go  to 
the  length  of  showing  that  where  B<miething 
is  to  be  done  by  the  seller  to  ascertain  the 
identity,  quantity,  or  quality  of  the  article 
sold,  or  to  put  it  in  the  condition  which  the 
terms  Of  the  contract  require,  the  title  does 
not  pas».  The  list  of  cases  to  this  effect 
might  be  indefinitely  extended;  but  no  case 
has  been  referred  to  by  counsel,  nor  have 
I  discovered  any,  in  which  it  was  held  that 
where  the  article  sold  was  perfectly  identi- 
fied and  paid  for,  a  stipulation  of  the  seller 
to  deliver  it  at  a  particular  place  prevented 
the  title  from  passing.  If  the  payment  was 
to  be  made  on  or  after  delivery  at  a  par- 
ticular place,  it  might  fairly  be  inferred  that 
the  contract  was  executory  until  such  de- 
livery; but  where  the  sale  appears  to  be 
absolute,  the  indentity  of  the  thing  fixed, 
and  the  price  paid.  I  see  no  room  for  an 
inference  that  the  property  remains  the 
seller's,  merely  because  he  has  engaged  to 
transport  it  to  a  given  point. 

A  delivery  of  property  upon  a  sale  may 
not  be  necessary  in  all  cages  to  vest  title 
in  a  buyer,  as  against  the  geller,  but  it  is 
always  essential  as  against  creditors  and 
subsequent  purchasers  in  good  faith  with- 
out notice.  Broadwell  v.  Howard,  77  111. 
305;  Gardner  v.  Lane,  12  Allen,  39. 

XIV.  The  effect  of  actual  delivery, 
a.  Of  the  entire  subject  of  a  aaU>, 

Delivery  is  evidence  of  a  sale.  Kelsea  v. 
Haines,  41  N.  H.  246. 

The  most  important  fact  indicative  of  an 
intent  that  title  shall  pass  by  a  sale  is  gen- 
erally a  delivery  of  that  which  is  sold. 
Lingham  v.  Eggleston,  27  Mich.  326. 

If  the  subject  of  a  sale  is  actually  de- 
livered into  the  possession  of  the  purchafser, 
with  the  intention  of  both  seller  and  buyer 
that  the  tille  shall  pass  by  the  sale,  then 
26  LJIA.(K.S.) 


I  the  mere  fact  that  the  quantity  or  the  price 
of  the  property  is  still  to  be  ascertained 
does  not  affect  the  character  of  the  trans- 
action as  a  complete  and  executed  sale. 
Shealy  v.  Edwards,  73  Ala.  176,  49  Am.  Rep. 
43;  O'Keefe  v.  Kellogg,  16  lU.  347;  Bell  v. 
Farrar,  41  111.  400;  Bogy  v.  Rhodes,  4  0. 
Greene,  133;  Cushman  v.  Holyoke,  34  Me. 
289;  Maeomber  v.  Parker,  13  Pick.  175; 
Colwell  V.  Keystone  Iron  Co.  36  Mich.  51; 
Nash  V.  Brewster,  39  Minn.  530,  2  L.R.A 
409,  41  N.  W.  106;  Cunningham  v.  Ash- 
brook,  20  Mo.  663;  Bass  v.  Walsh,  39  Mo. 
192;  York  t.  St  Louis,  I.  M.  &  8.  R.  Co.  16 
Mo.  App.  698;  McMillan  v.  Schweitzer,  87 
Mo.  402;  Kelsea  t.  Haines,  supra;  Burrows 
V.  Whitaker,  71  N.  Y.  291,  27  Am.  Rep.  42; 
Price  V.  Heath,  41  Hun,  685 ;  Barr  v.  Borth- 
wick,  19  Or.  678,  26  Pac.  360;  Scott  v. 
Wells,  8  Watts  &  B.  357,  40  Am.  Dec.  568. 

The  rule  that  property  does  not  pass  by 
a  sale  as  long  as  anything  remains  to  be 
done  to  ascertain  the  quantity  or  the  price 
of  what  is  sold  applies  only  when  there  is 
no  actual  delivery  into  the  possession  of  the 
buyer  of  the  subject  of  the  sale.  Fagan  v 
Faulkner,  6  Ark.  161. 

A  delivery  of  certain  specific  piles  of  limi 
ber,  particularly  designated  and  marked, 
into  the  custody  of  an  agent  of  the  buyer, 
passes  title  upon  a  sale,  although  the  lum- 
ber is  not  moved,  and  its  quantity  and 
quality  are  yet  to  be  ascertained  in  order  to 
fix  the  price.  Colwell  y.  Keystone  Iron  Co, 
supra. 

If  one  sells  an  article  and  delivers  it  the 
deliverv  is  none  the  leas  effectual  to  pass 
the  title  because  he  is  employed  to  do  some 
additional  work  upon  it,  even  at  his  own 
expense.    Crofoot  t.  Bennett,  2  N.  Y.  258. 

A  delivery  of  half  barrels  in  fulfilment 
of  a  contract  for  the  sale  and  delivery  of 
whole  barrels  of  merchandise,  if  all  of  the 
same  kind  and  quality,  passes  the  title  to 
the  purchaser.  Gardner  v.  Lane,  9  Allen, 
492,  86  Am.  Dec.  779. 

The  rule  of  law  that  a  sale  is  executory 
where  anything  remains  to  be  done,  either 
to  finish  commodities  for  use,  or  to  put 
them  in  a  merchantable  condition,  or  where 
any  act  remains  to  be  done  to  ascertain  the 
amount  and  price,  such  as  measuring, 
weighing,  or  separating  from  the  mass,  ap- 
plies to  cases  of  constructive  delivery  and 
constructive  possession,  and  is  resorted  to 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  a 
contract  of  sale  is  so  far  complete  as  to 
pass  the  property  according  to  the  intent  of 
the  parties  in  their  contract,  but  where 
there  is  an  actual  sale,  mortgage,  or 
pledge  of  unfinished  goods,  so  intended,  and 
so  carried  into  effect,  by  an  actual  deliver;, 
such  a  contract  is  valid  in  law,  and  passes 
the  property.  Sumner  ▼.  Hamlet,  12  Pick. 
76. 

Upon  a  sale  by  a  debtor  to  his  creditor, 
to  be  applied  on  the  debt,  of  two  bales  of 
cotton  of  a  crop  then  partly  picked,  at  a 
stated  rate  per  pound,  upon  an  agreement 
to  deliver  it  at  the  gin  of  the  debtor's  land- 
lord, and  when  the  cotton  should  be  ginned 
and  separated  from  the  landlord's  share,  the 
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weight  of  the  residue  Bhould  be  computed 
and  given  to  the  creditor,  to  be  credited  to 
the  debtor,  the  title  passea  from  the  debtor 
to  the  creditor  as  soon  as  the  debtor  sends 
it  to  the  landlord's  gin,  and  parts  with  all 
control  over  it;  and  it  cannot  thereafter  be 
seized  wad  sold  on  execution  against  the 
debtor,  in  favor  of  the  landlord  or  another 
creditor,  without  liability  over  for  it*  value. 
Rawla  V.  Patterson,  1  Baxt.  372. 

The  delivery  must  be  made  of  purpose  to 
transfer  the  ownership  to  the  thing  de- 
livered. If  the  intention  to  pass  the  title 
be  lacking,  the  title  will  not  pass.  For  in- 
stance, iC  in  delivering  merchandise  of  a 
particular  kind  and  quality,  packed  in  bar- 
rels, certain  barrels  of  goods  of  that  kind, 
but  of  a  different  quali^,  are  delivered  by 
mistake,  no  title  passes  to  the  barrels 
erroneously  included.  Gardner  v.  Lane,  9 
Allen,  492,  86  Am.  Dec.  779,  s.  c.  subse- 
quent appMtl,  12  Allen,  39. 

Again:  Upon  a  purchase  and  sale  to  a 
railroad  company  of  a  quantity  of  railroad 
ties,  the  seller  and  buyer  have  a  right  to 
stipulate  that  the  title  and  ownership  of  the 
ties  shall  not  pass  to  or  vest  in  the  corpora- 
tion until  the  ties  have  been  actually  put  in 
place  under  the  rails,  and  have  become  an 
integral  part  of  the  railroad  track;  and, 
when  they  have  so  contracted,  an  actual  de- 
livery of  the  ties  upon  and  along  the  rail- 
road right  of  way,  and  into  the  custody  of 
the  railroad  corporation,  does  not  devest  the 
seller  of  his  property  in  them,  nor  render 
them  subject  to  seizure  and  sale  on  execu- 
tion as  the  property  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany.    Owens  V.  Hastings,  18  Kan.  446. 

Then  acain,  there  are  the  familiar  cases 
of  sales  of  personal  property  upon  the  terms 
of  cash  on  delivery.  If  payment  is  not 
waived  or  made,  in  none  of  these  cases  does 
title  pass  by  actual  delivery.    Thus: 

If,  upon  a  sale  of  corn,  to  be  paid  for  in 
cash  on  delivery  of  the  last  load,  the  com  is 
not  paid  for,  but  has  been  dumped  on  a  pile 
of  like  com  belonging  to  the  buyer,  and  the 
whole  mixed  together,  the  vendor  may  re- 
claim possession  of  the  quantity  sold,  and 
maintain  replevin  if  he  is  prevented  ffom 
taking  it  back.  Henderson  v.  Lauck,  21  Fa. 
3S9. 

Every  principle  of  law  is  against  the  buyer, 
said  the  court  in  this  case,  for  it  was  he 
that  did  the  wrong  in  mixing  the  grain,  if 
he  was  not  ready  to  pay  for  it;  and  the 
nsual  rule  would  give  the  bulk  to  the  seller 
until  the  buyer  should  separate  his  own. 
But  this  does  not  apply  to  goods  so  undis- 
tinjniiahable  as  grain,  if  the  measure  of  each 
one's  share  be  known. 

This  case,  upon  facts  almost  identical, 
was  approved  and  followed  in  Harding  v. 
Metz,  1  Tenn.  Ch.  610. 

b.  Of  an  excesatve  qtiantttu. 

The  actual  delivery  into  the  custody  and 
possession  of  the  purchaser  of  a  larger 
qoantity  of  goods  of  the  kind  he  bought, 
from  which  he  is  expected  and  intended  to 
•sleet  for  himself  and  retain  the  amount  of 
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his  purchase,  and  reject  the  residue,  trans- 
fers the  title  and  ownership  of  the  subject 
of  the  sale  at  once,  and  before  the  buyer 
makes  his  selection.  Martz  v.  Putnam,  117 
Ind.  392,  20  N.  E.  270;  Wagar  v.  Detroit, 
L.  k  N.  R.  Co.  79  Mich.  648,  44  N.  W.  1113; 
Croze  V.  St.  Mary's  Canal  Mineral  Land  Co. 
143  Mich.  621,  114  Am.  St.  Rep.  682,  107 
N.  W.  313,  modifying  143  Mich.  514,  114 
Am.  St.  Rep.  677,  107  N.  W.  92;  Lamprey 
V.  Sargent,  68  N.  H.  241;  Crofoot  v.  Ben- 
nett, supra. 

Upon  an  executory  sale  of  a  quantity  of 
hay  contained  in  stacks  upon  the  seller's 
land,  where  it  is  agreed  that  the  vendor 
shall  bale  and  place  in  a  particular  corral 
for  the  purchaser  60  tons,  a  good  delivery  is 
made,  so  as  to  pass  the  title,  and  charge 
and  put  upon  the  purchaser  the  loss  in  case 
of  destruction  by  fire  of  the  subject  of  the 
sale,  when  the  entire  quantity  purchased 
has  been  delivered,  and,  by  mistake,  a  few 
tons  in  excess,  and  the  purchaser  makes  a 
payment  upon  account,  after  being  notified 
of  the  mistake,  and  negotiates  for  the  ex- 
cess.   Smith  V.  Friend,  16  Cal.  124. 

Upon  a  mortgage  of  400  tons  of  coal,  con- 
stituting a  part  of  a  larger  quantity,  piled 
upon  the  wharf  of  the  mortgagor,  a  transfer 
of  the  possession  of  the  entire  pile  by  mort- 
gagor to  mortgagee,  and  a  continued  posses- 
sion by  the  latter,  entitles  him  to  the  pos- 
session of  a  lien  upon  the  400  tons  mort- 
gaged, and  also  toehold  the  entire  quantity 
until  he  can  separate  and  remove  his  par- 
ticular 400  tons,  as  against  an  assignee  for 
creditors  of  the  mortgagor.  Weld  v.  Cutler, 
2  Gray,  196;  Scudder  v.  Worster,  11  Cush. 
673,  distinguished. 

When  lumber  in  piles  is  sold  in  quanti- 
ties, subject  to  selection  and  inspection  for 
the  purpose  of  grading,  and  payments  are 
made  on  account  of  the  price,  subject  to  a 
final  adjustment  according  as  they  have 
been  excessive  or  short,  and  the  separate 
piles  are  appropriated  and  identified  by 
marks  as  the  subject  of  the  sale  and  the 
property  of  the  purchaser,  the  title  thereto 
passes  to  the  buyer.  Steams  v.  Grand 
Trank  R.  Co.  156  Mich.  146,  120  N.  W. 
672. 

Upon  a  contract  of  sale  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  sheep  out  of  a  larger  flock,  where 
it  is  expressly  agreed  that  they  are  not  to 
be  divided  from  the  rest  of  the  flock,  the 
putting  of  the  buyer  into  the  actual  posses- 
sion of  the  whole  flock,  and  his  acceptance 
of  it  as  a  fulfilling  of  the  contract,  without 
objection,  makes  an  executed  sale  that 
passes  the  title.  Southwell  v.  Beezley,  5 
Or.  143,  s.  c.  subsequent  appeal  6  Or.  453. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  vendor  in  a  contract 
of  sale  calling  for  a  delivery  of  goods  of  a 
specific  quality,  when  he  has  on  hand  a  mass 
of  such  goods  of  various  grades,  out  of  which 
can  be  selected  enough  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mands of  the  sale  contract,  to  sort  them  out 
himself,  and  tender  them  in  such  wise  that 
the  buyer  is  bound  to  accept,  in  order  to  put 
the  latter,  and  to  escape  being  himself,  in 
default.    Croninger  v.  Crocker,  62  N.  Y.  161. 

To  put  a  purchaser  in  default  upon  » ^ 
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contract  of  bargain  and  sale  of  200  bales  of 
cotton  of  a  prescribed  grade,  to  be  laid 
down  at  a  stated  price  the  pound,  at  a  desig- 
nated place,  where  the  vendor  has,  at  the 
time  and  place  agreed  upon,  206  bales  of 
cotton  of  the  grade  purchased,  be  must  aver 
and  prove  a  readiness  and  willingness  to 
deliver  200  bales  only.  Dixon  v.  Fletcher, 
3  Mees.  &,  W.  146. 

It  is  not  a  sufficient  tender  to  satisfy  a 
contract  calling  for  the  delivery  of  goods 
of  a  specific  quality  to  tender  a  larger 
quantity  of  different  grades,  from  which  the 
purchaser  can  only  -  with  much  labor  and 
difficulty  sort  out  enough  to  make  up  his 
purchase.    Croninger  v.  Crocker,  supra. 

When  goods  not  purchased  are  sent  in 
one  consignment  with  goods  which  were 
bought,  accompanied  by  a  single  invoice,  if 
there  is  any  danger  or  risk  to  the  purchaser 
that,  by  accepting  what  he  ordered,  he  may 
become  liable  to  pay  for  what  he  did  not 
order,  he  may  reject  the  whole.  Levy  v. 
Green,  1  El.  i  El.  969. 

A  buyer  tendered  more  goods  than  be 
purchased  is  not  bound  to  incur  any  risk  of 
charge,  or  inconvenience,  or  danger  of  dam- 
age to  the  articles,  but  may  reject  the  lot. 
Tarling  v.  O'Riordan,  Ir.  L.  R.  2  C.  L.  82. 

If  there  is  any  risk  of  being  charged  with 
an  acceptance  of  all  goods  sent,  or  any  diffi- 
culty in  severing  them,  or  any  risk  incurred 
as  to  surplus  articles  being  connected  with 
those  purchased,  the  delivery  is  vitiated, 
and  is  not  a  performance'by  the  seller  of  his 
contract.    Ibid. 

A  tender  by  a  vendor  of  260  barrels  of 
cement,  in  performance  of  a  contract  of 
sale  of  2S0  barrels,  is  not  good,  and  passes 
no  title.    Downer  v.  Thompson,  2  Hill,  137. 

The  judgment  of  nonsuit  in  this  case  was 
reversed  on  error  in  6  Hill,  208.  In  the 
several  opinions,  divers  grounds  of  reversal 
were  stated. 

Senator  Hopkins  considered  the  surplus 
of  10  barrels  merely  put  in  for  good 
measure,  as  the  vendor  claimed  and  sued  for 
nothing  on  account  of  the  excess;  Senators 
Lott  and  Strong  considered  the  buyer  had 
waived  any  right  to  reject  the  delivery  on 
the  ground  of  excess  by  objecting  merely 
that  the  cement  was  not  up  to  the  right 
standard.  Two  senators  dissented  on  the 
ground  the  buyer  would  have  incurred  a 
liability  for  the  excess  beyond  his  contract 
if  he  bad  received  the  lot,  and  this  he  was 
not  bound  to  risk. 

Beardsley,  J.,  afterwards,  in  Field  v. 
Moore,  Hill  A  D.  Supp.  418,  referred  to  this 
reversal  as  having  been  made  on  a  ground 
which  left  untouched  the  principle  upon 
which  the  case  was  decided  below.  "Hav- 
ing been  of  counsel  for  the  defendant  in  that 
case,"  he  added,  ". '  .  .  I  -may  add  that 
the  point  on  which  the  judgment  appears 
to  have  been  reversed  was  not  raised  before 
the  circuit  judge  or  on  the  argument"  [in 
the  supreme  court].  "I  would  not,"  he  con- 
tinued, "be  understood  to  suggest  that  the 
question  could  not  be  made  on  the  record, 
although  it  had  escaped  the  attention  of 
counsel  until  started  in  the  court  of  errors." 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Upon  the  sale  of  a  definite  number  of 
telegraph  poles,  the  transportation  by  th« 
seller  to  the  place  and  at  the  time  agreed 
upon  for  their  delivery  of  a  larger  number, 
even  less  than  10  per  cent  in  excess  of  poles 
of  the  kind  agreed  upon,  and  the  giving  of 
notice  to  the  buyer  that  they  are  ready  for 
him  to  take,  does  not  complete  the  contract 
of  sale  nor  tranafer  tke  ownership,  since  the 
definite  number  purchased  must  still  be 
designated,  selected,  and  set  apart  from  the 
entire  quantity  brought  to  the  place  of  de- 
livery.   Bailey  v.  Smith,  43  N.  H.  141. 

It  would  have  been  otherwise,  the  court 
admitted,  if  all  the  poles  had  been  actually 
delivered  to  the  buyer  with  appropriate 
stipulations  for  the  disposition  of  the  uaf 
plus  ones.    Ibid. 

Hutchinson  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.  69  N. 
H.  487,  was  a  very  similar  case,  arising  out 
of  a  sale  of  railroad  ties,  in  which  the  seller 
brought  to  the  place  of  delivery  two  more 
ties  than  he  had  contracted  to  sell,  and  be- 
fore they  were  counted,  inspected,  and  ac- 
cepted, they  were  in  large  part  destroyed 
by  fire. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  certain  definite  quantity 
of  goods,  to  be  delivered  to  a  carrier,  the 
contract  is  not  executed  and  title  does  not 
pass  by  the  delivery  of  a  larger  quantity, 
even  though  but  7  per  centum  in  excess,  and 
tender  of  the  bill  of  lading,  with  a  demand 
of  payment  for  the  entire  lot,  at  the  con- 
tract rate.    Stevenson  v.  Burgin,  49  Pa.  36. 

The  case  of  Stevenson  v.  Burgin,  supra, 
was  distinguished  afterwards  in  Lockhart 
V.  Bonsall,  77  Fa.  53,  in  which  it  was  said: 
All  that  that  case  decides  is  that,  on  a  con- 
tract for  a  fixed  quantity  of  merchandise, 
to  be  delivered  on  board  of  a  vessel,  the  pur- 
chaser is  not  bound  to  accept  and  pay  for 
a  larger  quantity. 

The  case  was  again  distinguished,  and 
the  remark  quoted  was  adopted,  in  Brown- 
field  V.  Johnson,  128  Fa.  254,  0  L.R.A.  48, 
18  Atl.  843. 

A  distinction  is  made,  according  to  the 
court  in  Brownfield  v.  Johnson,  supra,  be- 
tween those  cases  where  the  act  of  separa- 
tion is  burdensome  and  expensive,  or  in- 
volves selection,  and  those  where  the  article 
is  uniform  in  bulk,  and  the  act  of  sepa- 
ration throws  no  additional  burden  on  the 
buyer.  In  the  latter  class  of  cases,  a  ten-, 
der  of  too  much,  from  which  the  buyer  is  to 
take  the  proper  quantity,  is  a  good  delivery. 

A  tender  by  the  vendor,  who  has  contract- 
ed to  sell  60  bales  of  cotton  of  his  first 
packing  of  a  crop  to  be  grown,  at  the  place 
and  time  designated  for  delivery,  of  56 
bales  of  average  weight  and  quality,  differ- 
ing in  no  material  respect,  either  as  to 
quality  or  quantity,  from  each  other,  with 
a  request  to  the  buyer  to  select  50  for  him- 
self, is  a  sufficient  performance  upon  the 
seller's  part  to  put  the  vendee  in  default, 
and  to  support  an  action.  Davis  v.  Adams, 
18  Ala.  264. 

If  one  purchases  a  certain  number  of 
barrels  of  oil  which  he  orders  delivered  at  a 
certain  railroad  station  in  tank  cars,  from 
which,  by  the  terms  of  the    contract,    the 
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vendor  is  not  obligated  to  pump,  a  delivery 
at  the  place  appointed  of  a  greater  quantity 
of  oil,  with  a  tender  of  the  excess  in  part 
performance  of  another  order,  is  good,  be- 
cause, while  the  buyer  is  not  bound  to  ac- 
cept the  excess  on  account  of  the  second 
order,  he  can  readily  separate  the  whole 
of  his  first  purchase  by  pumping  out  of  the 
tanks  the  number  of  gallons  he  bought. 
Lockhart  t.  Bonsall,  supra. 

This  case  was  approved  and  followed  in 
Brownfield  v.  Johnson,  supra,  to  which  it 
was  said  to  bear  a  comparatively  close 
analogy. 

The  sending  of  15  hogsheads  of  wine  in 
response  to  an  oral  order  for  10  only,  the 
answer  of  the  recipient  that  he  had  ordered 
and  could  take  only  10,  and  would  hold  the 
rest  upon  the  order  of  the  consignor,  fol- 
lowed by  request  to  keep  all,  if  room  could 
be  made  for  it,  and  the  final  rejection  of 
the  whole  as  inferior  and  unsatisfactory, 
passes  no  title  even  to  the  10  hogsheads,  as 
they  were  undivided  from  the  whole  lot,  nor 
is  there  any  sufficient  delivery  and  accept- 
ance, sticb  as  is  necessary  to  take  the  case 
out  of  the  statute  of  frauds.  Cunliffe  t. 
Harrison,  6  Exch.  903. 

The  necessity  of  separating  and  dis- 
tinguishing the  article  sold  from  a  larger 
Quantity,  in  order  to  constitute  a  complete 
elivery,  said  Lord  Chelmsford,  in  Boswell 
V.  Kilbom,  15  Moore,  P.  C.  C.  300,  cannot 
be  more  strongly  exemplified  than  in  the 
case  of  Cunliffe  ▼.  Harrison,  supra. 

If  one  buys  a  stated  number  of  bottles  of 
wine  upon  the  understanding  that  he  may 
return  them  if  he  does  not  approve  the  flavor 
and  quality,  and  the  seller  delivers  twice  the 
number  ordered,  the  buyer  is  liable  only  for 
what  he  actually  uses,  in  case  he  returns  the 
whole  consignment  with  the  statement  that 
while  he  had  ordered  but  half  the  quantity 
sent,  he  would  have  accepted  all  had  be  liked 
the  wine,  but,  disliking  it,  he  declined  the 
whole.    Hart  y.  Mills,  15  Mees.  &  W.  85. 

When  one  contracts  to  sell  and  deliver  to 
another  a  definite  number  of  tons  of  good, 
merchantable  bops  for  three  successive  years, 
the  growth  of  each  year  to  be  paid  for  on  de- 
livery, and  tenders  a  larger  quantity  in  bulk, 
which  the  buyer,  after  inspection,  refuses  in 
toto  to  accept,  there  is  no  such  delivery'  as 
will  entitle  the  vendor  to  recover  the  con- 
tract price,  because  he  has  not  separated 
from  the  bulk  and  offered  the  precise  num- 
l>er  of  tons  sold;  and  his  only  remedy  is 
u  action  for  damages  for  refusal  to  accept. 
Boswell  ▼.  Kilborn,  supra. 

Lord  Chelmsford,  in  Boswell  v.  Kilborn, 
mpra,  speaking  of  a  sale  of  5  tons  of  .good, 
mercbantable  hops,  and  an  offer  of  a  larger 
qaantity,  with  rejection  by  the  buyer  on 
the  score  of  quality,  and  a  deposit  of  the 
bnlk  in  warehouse,  without  separation,  not 
UKmnting  to  such  a  delivery  as  would  en- 
title the  vendor  to  recover  the  agreed  price, 
■*>d:  How  was  the  vendee  in  a  position  to 
"ceive  the  hops  in  this  case  ?  He  could  not 
0>  to  the  store  and  help  himself  out  of  the 
bulk  to  the  proper  quantity. 
»UU.(N.S.) 


c.  Of  a  part  of  a  purchase. 

An  unconditional  acceptance  of  a  part 
onl^  of  a  quantity  of  goods  purchased 
waives  an  objection  that  the  whole  was  not 
delivered.  Downs  v.  Marsh,  29  Conn.  409; 
Tarling  v.  O'Riordan,  supra. 

It  is  not  a  waiver  of  the  right  to  reject  the 
remainder,  if,  when  tendered,  it  proves  not 
to  be  conformable  to  the  terms  and  subject 
of  the  contract. 

The  circumstance  that  a  buyer  has  ac- 
cepted a  part  of  his  purchase  when  he  was 
entitled  to  a  delivery  of  the  whole  does  not 
preclude  him  from  rejecting  an  offer  of  the 
rest,  when  it  is  not  in  correspondence  with 
the  contract  of  sale.  Tarling  v.  O'Riordan, 
supra. 

It  is  unreasonable  that  by  shipping  at 
first,  whether  of  purpose  or  unintentionally, 
goods  only  of  the  quality  agreed  upon,  and 
holding  back  goods  of  inferior  quality,  upon 
an  entire  contract  of  sale,  that  the  seller 
should  be  able  to  preclude  the  buyer  from 
rejecting  the  inferior  goods.  Lewis  v. 
Barr#,  14  Manitoba  L.  Rep.  32. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  certain  specified  number 
of  feet  of  lumber,  deliverable  at  a  certain 
place,  and  an  acceptance  of  a  portion,  where 
the  buyer  is  entitled  to  inspect  and  reject  all 
offered  lumber  not  up  to  a  certain  standard, 
and  does  decline  to  take  a  particular  lot 
until  the  defective  lumber  is  culled  out,  title 
to  the  residue  does  not  pass  without  a 
separation  of  the  good  from  the  bad,  and  a 
measurement  and  acceptance'  of  the  good. 
Tyler  Lumber  Co.  v.  Rosoifleld,  3  Tex.  App. 
Civ.  Cas.  (Willson)  412. 

Of  course,  the  actual  delivery  to  and  ac- 
ceptance by  the  buyer  of  a  part  of  his  pur- 
chase is  enough  to  take  an  oral  bargain  and 
sale  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute  of 
frauds.  Rhode  v.  Thwaites,  6  Barn.  &  Co. 
388 ;  Kershaw  y.  Ogden,  3  Hurlst.  ft  C.  717. 

The  actual  delivery  to  and  removal  by  the 
purchaser  of  a  part  of  his  purchase  com- 
pletes the  sale  of  goods  separated,  set  apart 
from  their  kind,  and  specifically  identified 
as  the  particular  property  sold. 

The  title  passes  upon  a  sale  of  all  the 
goods  of  a  certain  kind  and  description 
which  the  vendor  has  in  stock  when  they 
are  taken  down  from  the  shelves,  scheduled, 
put  by  themselves,  and  appropriated  for  the 
buyer,  and  when  a  part  oi  the  price  is  paid, 
and  some  of  the  goods  arc  removed  by  the 
purchaser,  notwithstanding  the  seller  keeps 
possession  of  the  residue  as  security  for  the 
balance  of  the  purchase  money.  Morse  v. 
Sherman,  106  Mass.  430. 

When,  in  pursuance  of  an  established 
course  of  trade,  running  over  a  series  of 
years,  between  a  wholesale  and  a  retail 
dealer  in  fiour,  a  certain  number  of  barrel? 
of  flour  ordered  by  the  latter  of  the  former 
are  set  aside  by  themselves,  and  marked 
with  a  stenciled  brand  belonging  exclusive- 
ly to  the  retailer,  and  a  bill  is  rendered  for 
their  purchase,  and  the  retailer  from  time 
to  time  thereafter  makes  payments  on  his 
general   account  with   the  wholesaler,  and 
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draws  away,  as  lie  needs  them,  from  the 
wholesaler's  warehouse,  sundry  barrels  of 
flour  so  set  aside  and  marked  for  him,  the 
transactions  constitute  executed  and  com- 
plete sales,  with  sufficient  delivery  to  vest 
the  title  to  all  the  barrels  of  flour  in  the 
retailer;  and  if  they  are  destroyed  by  fire 
before  he  actually  removes  them  all,  the 
loss  is  bis.  Griswold  v.  Scott,  66  Vt.  550, 
29  Atl.  1013. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  crop  of  standing  hay 
upon  a  certain  tract  of  land  at  a  stated 
price  per  ton,  weighing  and  payment  to  pre- 
'  cede  removal,  the  title  passes  and  the  sale 
is  complete  if  the  buyer,  with  the  consent 
of  the  seller,  takes  possession,  cuts  and 
stacks  the  hay,  bales  it,  and  carries  away 
part  of  it.  Allen  t.  Rushforth,  82  Neb.  663, 
118  N.  W.  657. 

A  sale  of  one  particular  stack  of  hay  of  a 
number  in  the  vendor's  field,  containing  an 
ascertained  number  of  tons,  at  a  stated  price 
the  ton,  upon  which  the  buyer  makes  a  sub- 
stantial payment  on  account  of  the  price, 
and  of  which  he  removes  a  part,  consti- 
tutes an  executed  sale  that  passes  title  to 
the  purchaser,  even  though  the  seller  re- 
tains possession  and  a  lien  for  the  balance 
of  the  purchase  money.  Lauber  t.  John- 
ston, 64  Wash.  69,  102  Pac.  873. 

Upon  a  sale  of  specified  quantities  of  cord- 
wood  of  certain  kinds,  to  be  cut,  drawn,  and 
piled  in  a  designated  place,  at  an  agreed 
price  the  cord,  the  title  and  property  passes 
to  the  purchaser  when  he,  having  advanced 
money  to  the*  seller  on  account,  to  a  sum 
exceeding  the  value  of  all  the  wood  deposit- 
ed at  the  designated  place  of  delivery,  at- 
tends there  to  receive  it,  and  on  the  vendor's 
agent,  pointing  out  the  piles,  measures  and 
estimates  the  quantity,  marks  and  stamps 
with  his  own  device  each  pile,  and  from 
time  to  time  thereafter  takes  away  portions 
of  the  wood.  Wilson  v.  Shaver,  1  Ont.  L. 
Hep.  107,  affirmed  in  3  Ont.  L.  Rep.  110. 

While  the  title  to  property  actually  de- 
livered to  and  accepted  by  the  buyer,  even 
when  but  a  part  of  a  quantity  purchased, 
and  where  the  contract  is  an  entirety, 
passes,  the  ownership  of  the  rest  of  the  pur- 
chase does  not,  according  to  the  generally 
accepted  doctrine,  pass  to  the  buyer  when 
it  is  yet  to  be  taken  out  of  or  separated 
from  a  mass  of  its  kind,  and  counted, 
weighed,  or  measured  in  order  that  it  may 
be  delivered. 

Drawing  off  and  delivering  to  the  pur- 
chaser a  pint  of  whisky  in  part  fulfilment  of 
a  sale  of  a  quart,  out  of  a  cask  of  liquor 
containing  a  still  larger  quantity,  does  not 
constitute  an  executed  sale  of  the  quart. 
Murphy  V.  State,  1  Ind.  366. 

A  part  delivery  of  property  sold  by 
weight,  out  of  a  mass,  will  not  pass  title  to 
the  unweighed,  unascertained  residue. 
Morrison  t.  Dingley,  63  Me.  553 ;  Dickerson, 
J.,  dissented. 

I  understand  the  law  to  be  well  settled, 
said  Chancellor  Green,  of  New  Jersey, 
writing  for  the  court  in  Thompson  v.  Con- 
over,  32  N.  J.  L.  466,  that  when  the  vendor 
has  performed  everything  that  is  required  of 
26.L.R.A.(N.S.) 


him  as  to  a  portion  of  the  things  sold,  but 
something  sdli  remains  to  be  done  as  to 
the  rest,  the  portion  in  regard  to  which  the 
vendor  has  performed  all  his  duty  becomes 
the  property  of  the  vendee,  but  the  portion 
in  respect  to  which  something  is  yet  to  be 
done  still  belongs  to  the  vendor;  and  it 
makes  no  difference  as  to  the  operation  of 
this  rule  whether  the  contract  is  an  entire^ 
or  not. 

A  contract  for  the  sale  and  delivery  of 
1,000  bundles  of  cotton  ties,  contained  in 
bulk  with  other  bundles  of  ties  of  like  char- 
acter, size  and  quality,  paid  for,  but  left 
in  the  custody  of  the  vendor,  who,  from  time 
to  time,  makes  deliveries  therefrom  to  the 
purchaser,  nevertheless  remains  executory, 
and  the  title  does  not  pass  when  they  are 
not  segregated,  set  apart,  or  otherwise  'dis- 
tinguished from  the  remainder  of  the  ties  in 
the  entire  lot.  Mobile  Sav.  Bank  v.  Fry,  69 
Ala.  350,  B.  a  subsequent  appeal,  75  Ala. 
473. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  definite  number  of  tons 
gross  weight  of  coal,  »  part,  about  half  of 
a  cargo,  to  one  person,  and  a  sale  of  the 
rest  to  another,  where  the  vendor  deposits 
upon  a  wharf  the  entire  cargo  in  one  in- 
distinguishable masa,  an  actual  carting 
away  by  the  first  purchaser  of  the  number 
of  tons  net  weight  that  he  bought  does  not 
give  him  any  title  to  any  part  of  the  coal 
remaining  on  the  wharf,  unweighed,  such  as 
will  enable  him  to  maintain  trover  against 
the  second  purchaser  for  the  difference  be- 
tween the  net  and  gross  weight  of  the  num- 
ber of  tons  sold  him  by  the  common  Vendor. 
Morrison  v.  Dingley,  supra.  Dickerson,  J., 
dissented  on  the  authority  of  Kimberly  v. 
Fatchin,  19  N.  Y.  330,  75  Am.  Dec  334, 
which  the  majority  thought  was  distinguish- 
able. 

When  wholesale  dealers  in  coal,  who  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  accepting  and  filling 
orders  for  that  commodity  from  a  retailer, 
for  his  customers,  and  making  settlements 
with  him  monthly,  borrow  from  him  $2,000 
upon  an  agreement  to  deliver  500  tons  of 
coal  in  quantities  called  for,  and  credit  the 
price  against  the  loan,  there  is  no  sale  or 
pledge  of  any  particular  500  tons  of  coal  as 
security  for  the  loan,  and  no  lien  6r  right 
of  possession  passes  to  the  lender,  notwith- 
standing he  is  given  a  receipted  bill,  and 
some  of  his  orders  are  honored  by  delivery, 
where  there  is  no  separation  or  appropria- 
tion from  the  mass,  or  identification  of  the 
500  tons.    Reeder  v.  Machen,  67  Md.  66. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  large  quantity  of  slate, 
to  b«  delivered  in  parcels,  and  paid  for  as 
taken  away,  title  to  the  property  passes  to 
the  purchaser  only  aa  fast  as,  and  to  the 
extent  to  which,  the  quantities  delivered  to 
him  are  separated  from  the  mass  and  paid 
for.    Young  v.  Austin,  6  Pick.  280. 

Upon  the  sale  of  a  definite  number  of  tons 
of  hay  standing  in  a  stack  in  the  field  of 
the  seller,  which  contains  in  excess  of  100 
tons,  where  no  part  of  the  hay  has  been 
set  off,  designated,  or  removed  from  the  field, 
but  subsequently  a  part  of  the  quantity  is 
taken  out  and  actually  delivered  to  the  par- 
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shaier,  no  title  passes  and  the  contract  re- 
miins  executory  mferely,  and  the  buyer  can- 
not recover  against  a  stranger  for  the  con- 
version of  the  stack.  Holnws  t.  Bailey,  16 
Keb.  300,  20  N.  W.  304. 

Upon  a  sale  of  several  hundred  bushels  of 
DDibelled  com,  to  be  shelled  and  delivered 
by  tlie  seller  at  the  buyer's  mill,  and  to  be 
paid  for  when  all  of  it  has  been  delivered, 
«t  1  stated  price  per  bushel,'  the  delivery  to 
the  buyer  and  his  acceptance  of  a  portion 
ot  the  corn  transfer  the  ownership  and  prop- 
erty from  seller  to  buyer  of  so  much  as  is 
thus  delivered  and  accepted,  notwithstand- 
ing the  contract  of  sale  is  entire,  and  is 
afterwards,  for  good  and  suiUcient  legal 
csnse,  rescinded  by  the  vendor;  so  that  the 
vendor  cannot  maintain  trover  for  the  corn 
be  has  delivered  against  a  sheriff  who  has 
seized  and  sold  it  under  an  execution  against 
the  vendee.     Thompson  v.  Conover,  supra. 

Upon  a  sale  of  two  boat  loads  of  lumber 
sad  an  unloading  of  a  portion  upon  the 
buyer's  wharf,  and  beginning  the  measure- 
ment thereof,  no  title  passes  to  the  pur- 
chaser, and  he  cannot  maintain  trover 
sgainst  the  seller  when, the  latter  reloads 
the  portion  taken  off  back  upon  his  boats, 
and  sails  away,  because  he  declines  to  await 
the  coming  of  an  inspector,  and  the  com- 
pletion of  the  measurement  of  the  entire 
cargo.     Fitch   v.  Beach,   13  Wend.  221. 

L'pon  a  tax  collector's  sale  of  3  tons  of 
hay,  supposed  to  be  contained  in  a  designat- 
ed stack,  but  ooupled  with  the  statement 
that  if  it  was  short,  the  purchaser  must 
make  up  the  deficit  out  of  another  stack, 
standing  in  the  same  field,  where  no  sepa- 
ration from  the  mass  is  made  or  weighing 
done  by  the  officer,  no  title  passes  to  the 
purchaser,  and  the  latter's  subsequent 
tsking  of  the  designated  stack,  rejecting  its 
top  and  bottom  layers,  and  of  as  much  more 
from  another  stack  as  would  make  up  the 
quantity  sold,  is  a  conversion,  for  which  the 
owner  of  the  hay  may  maintain  trespass 
sgainst  him.    Stevens  v.  Eno,  10  Barb.  S)5. 

Upon  a  sale,  and  purchase  and  payment 
of  the  price',  with  delivery  of  a  receipted  bill, 
ef  a  certain  number  of  rolls  of  wall  paper, 
accompanied  by  a  taking  away  of  half  the 
number,  and  an  agreement  that  the  other 
half  should  be  left  in  the  vendor's  store 
nntil  called  for  by  the  buyer,  no  title  or 
property  passes  to  the  half  left  untaken,  un- 
less the  rolls  are  selected,  separated,  and  set 
spart  from  the  general  stock.  Colder  v. 
Ogden,  IS  Fa.  528,  53  Am.  Dec.  618. 

Upon  a  purchase  at  a  stated  rate  per 
barrel  of  several  barges  of  oil,  the  barges 
to  be  furnished  by  the  purchaser  and  filled 
by  the  seller,  no  title  passes  to  any  oil  until 
St  least  one  barge  is  completely  laden.  It 
does  not  pass  as  fast  as  a  barrel  of  oil  is 

Sit  on  board.     Rochester  ft  O.  Oil  Co.  v. 
Ujthey,  56  Pa.  322. 

When,  in  a  series  of  transactions  between 
s  dealer  in  prints  and  engravings  and  his  cus- 
tomer, the  latter  selects  particular  pictures 
from  time  to  time  out  of  the  former's  stock, 
and  has  his  selections  price-marked  and  de- 
posited in  a  special  drawer  reserved  for 
ML.B.A.(S.8.) 


the  purpose,  to  which  none  but  he  and  the 
dealer  has  access,  and  from  which,  from  time 
to  time,  at  his  election,  the  customer  carries 
away  some  of  the  drawer's  contents,  receiv- 
ing a  bill  and  paying  for  what  he  takes, 
there  is  an  executed  sale  of  all  the  prints 
and  engravings  contained  in  tiie  drawer 
specially  appropriated  for  them,  and  the 
dealer  can  recover  the  price  from  the  cus- 
tomer's estate  of  all  not  taken  away  by  him 
in  his  lifetime.  Cope's  Estate,  191  Pa.  689, 
43  Atl.  473. 

In  Temple  v.  Close,  according  to  Cassels's 
Dig.  (Can.)  766,  there  was  a  sale  by  sample 
by  a  brickmaker  of  50,000  bricks  out  of  a 
kiln  containing  twice  as  many,  for  which 
the  buyer  paid  the  contract  price,  and  of 
which  he  hauled  away  about  16,000.  The 
rest  of  the  purchase  remained  unseparated 
from  the  mass  in  the  kiln,  which  was  seized 
and  subsequently  sold  by  the  defendant,  as 
sheriff,  upon  an  execution  against  the  vend- 
or. The  buyer  thereupon  brought  trover, 
claiming  property  in  34,000  of  the  bricks. 
The  supreme  court  of  New  Brunswick  held, 
with  one  dissent,  that  the  sale  was  com- 
plete and  passed  title,  but  this  judgment 
was  reversed,  on  appeal,  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Canada,  on  the  ground  that  the 
bricks  sold  were  not  specifically  ascer- 
tained, and  the  sale  being  by  sample,  there 
was  no  evidence  from  which  to  infer  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  the 
property  should  pass  before  delivery. 

In  Brewer  v.  Salisbury,  9  Barb.  611,  the 
plaintiff  bought  from  a  tanner  14  sides  of 
leather,  unfinished,  at  a  stated  price  the 
pound  when  finished,  and  paid  the  estimated 

Srice,  promising  to  make  good  any  deficit, 
n  notice  from  the  tanner  to  call  and  select 
the  sides  he  had  purchased,  the  buyer  came, 
selected  the  sides,  took  5  of  thtai  away,  and 
left  the  remaining  9  to  be  cleaned  and  sent 
to  him  by  the  tanner's  servant.  While  the 
sides  were  still  in  the  custody  of  the  tanner, 
he  sold  out  his  business  to  the  defendant  in 
the  case,  who  took  possession  of  all  his 
assets  and  the  leather  bought  by  the  plain- 
tiff. The  court  held  (two  to  one)  that  the 
property  and  title  in  the  9  sides  passed  to 
the  buyer  upon  a  completed  sale,  and  gave 
judgment  for  the  plaintiff  accordingly. 

Ijiis  case  was  cited  as  Brown  v.  Salisbury, 
by  Mullin,  J.,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  in 
Halterline  v.  Rice,  62  Barb.  593,  and  em- 
phatically condemned.  "The  learned  justice 
who  delivered  the  opinion  in  that  case,"  said 
Justice  Mullin,  "was  unable  to  find  an  au- 
thority to  support  him;  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  case  is  quito  in  opposition  to  a 
series  of  well-considered  cases,  both  in  this 
country  and  in  England,  and  is  not  law." 

XV,  What  conaUtuies  a  suffldent  deliV' 
ery  to  transfer  title  to  property  aotd. 

a.  In  general. 

The  delivery  of  goods  sold  is  an  overt 
dealing  with  them  by  the  seller  which  puts 
them  into  a  possession  adverse  to  his. 
Smith  T.  Edwards,  156  Mass.  221,  30  N.  E. 
1017. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


28 


RHODE  ISLAND  SUPREME  COURT. 


Mas., 


There  are  two  kinds  of  delivery:  an 
actual  and  an  implied,  constructive,  or 
symbolical  delivery.  Cowgill  v.  Ford,  2 
Houst.   (Del.)  164. 

A  delivery  may  be  real,  by  putting  the 
property  sold  into  the  possession  or  under 
the  control  of  the  purchaser,  or  symbolical, 
■where  the  thing  sold  does  not  admit  of  an 
actual  delivery.  Shindler  v.  Houston,  1 
Denio,  48.  (The  decision  in  Shindler  t. 
Houston,  1  N.  Y.  261,  49  Am.  Dec.  316,  did 
not  affect  this  dictum.) 

It  is  not  necessary,  to  constitute  a  de- 
livery of  personal  property  upon  the  sale 
thereof,  that  it  should  pass  into  the  actual 
possession  of  the  buyer.  Williams  v. 
Lercb,  56  Cal.  330. 

Where  the  subjebt  of  a  sale  is  a  very 
large  quantity  of  a  bulky  and  ponderous 
commodity  separately  placed  by  itself  and 
easily  identified  and  distinguished,  actual 
removal  from  the  place  it  occupies  at  the 
time  of  the  sale  is  not  essential  to  an  exe- 
cuted contract.  Calkins  v.  Lockwood,  17 
Conn.  164,  42  Am.  Dec.  729. 

The  only  substitute  for  a  manual  delivery 
of  a  parcel  of  pergonal  property  mixed  with 
an  ascertained  and  defined  larger  quantity 
consists  of  such  an  identification  of  the  same 
that  the  purchaser  can  take  it.  Lighthouse 
V.  Third  Nat  Bank,  162  N.  Y.  336,  56  N.  E. 
738,  reversing  26  App.  Div.  630,  62  N.  Y. 
Supp.  488. 

No  particular  act  or  formal  ceremony  is 
necessary  to  make  a  delivery  in  law  of  prop- 
erty sold;  any  act  done,  coupled  with  the 
intention  to  transfer  the  ownership,  and 
which  has  the  effect  to  transfer  the  dominion 
over  the  subject  of  the  sale  from  seller  to 
buyer,  is  a  delivery.  Dodge  ▼.  Jones,  7 
Mont.  121,  14  Fac.  707;  Cady  t.  Zimmer- 
man, 20  Mont  226,  50  Fac.  553. 

When  personal  property,  upon  a  sale 
thereof,  is  so  situated  that  the  buyer  is  en- 
titled to,  and  rightfully  can,  take  posses- 
sion of  it  at  his  pleasure,  it  is  constructive- 
ly delivered.    Williams  v.  Lerch,  66  Cal.  330. 

To  constitute  a  delivery  of  chattels  sold, 
ordinarily  and  as  a  general  thing  the 
articles  must  be  set  apart  so  that  the  pur- 
chaser can  take  possession  of  them  without 
any  further  act  on  the  part  of  the  seller. 
Hoffman  v.  King,  68  Wis.  314,  17  N.  W.  136. 

In  sales  of  personal  property,  what  consti- 
tutes a  delivery  depends  upon  the  situation 
and  nature  of  the  property  sold.  Little 
Rock  &  Ft.  8.  R.  Co.  v.  Page,  35  Ark.  304; 
Williams  v.  Lerch,  supra;  Brown  t.  Wade, 
42  Iowa,  647. 

In  determining  what  constitutes  a  change 
of  possession  or  delivery  of  personal  prop- 
erty, the  character  of  the  property,  the 
nature  of  the  transaction,  the  position  and 
relations  of  the  parties  to  the  sale,  and  the 
intended  use  of  the  property,  must  all  be 
taken  into  account.  Farmer's  Nat.  Bank 
V.  Coyner  (Ind.  App.)  88  N.  E.  858. 

An  implied  or  constructive  delivery  of 
goods  sold  is  a  delivery  in  contemplation  of 
law,  made  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the 
"wnership,  without  any  actual  change  of 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


possession  at  the  time.     Cowgill  ▼.   Ford, 
supra. 

It  is  such  a  delivery  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  permits,  short  of  an  actual  delivery. 
Shindler  v.   Houston,   1   Denio,  48. 

A  symbolical  or  constructive  delivery  of 
bulky  or  ponderous  goods,  or  of  goods  so 
situated  as  to  be  temporarily  incapable  of 
manual  tradition,  is  just  as  effectual  as  an 
actual  delivery  to.  transfer  title  to  them 
from  seller  to  buyer  when  sold.  Leonard  v. 
Davis,  1  Black,  470,  17  L.  ed.  222;  Barrett 
V.  Goddard,  3  Mason,  107,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
1,046;  Shepard  v.  King,  96  Ga.  81,  23  S. 
£.  113;  Houdlette  v.  Tallman,  14  Me.  400; 
Hall  V.  Richardson,  16  Md.  306,  77  Am.  Dec. 
303;  Jewett  v.  Warren,  12  Mass.  300,  7  Am. 
Dec.  74;  Shindler  v.  Houston,  1  Denio,  48. 

A  symbolical  delivery,  as  the  key  of  a 
warehouse  where  the  goods  are  stored,  will 
pass  title  to  them  to  the  purchaser  on  a 
sale.  Pleasants  v.  Pendleton,  6  Rand.  (Va.) 
473,  18  Am.  Dec.  726. 

The  delivery  of  the  key  of  a  warehouse,  or 
making  an  entry  in  the  books  of  a  ware- 
housonan,  or  delivering  with  indorsement  a 
bill  of  lading  or  a  warehouse  receipt,  is  a 
sufficient  delivery  of  personal  property  to 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  statute  of 
frauds.    Brown  ▼.  Wade,  42  Iowa,  647. 

Where  goods  are  ponderous  and  incapable 
of  being  handed  over  from  one  to  another 
tiier«  need  not  be  an  actual  delivery,  but  it 
may  be  done  by  that  which  is  tantamount; 
such  as  the  delivery  of  the  key  of  a  ware- 
house in  which  the  goods  are  lodged,  or  by 
delivery  of  other  indicia  of  property. 
Chaplin  v.  Rogers,  1  East,  192. 

Bulky  property  stored  in  a  warehouse 
when  sold  is  constructively  delivered  and  the 
sale  is  complete  when  the  vendor  takes  the 
purchaser  to  the  warehouse,  points  out  the 
subject  of  the  sale  as  the  buyer's  property, 
and  then  locks  the  warehouse,  and  gives  the 
buyer  the  key.  Morrison  v.  Oium,  3  N.  P. 
76,  54  N.  W.  288. 

A  constructive  delivery  of  goods  sold  may 
be  inferred  from  circumstances  as  well  as 
established  by  direct  proof.  '  Barrett  v. 
Goddard,  supra;  Shindler  v.  Houston,  1 
Denio,  43. 

Unless,  perhaps,  where  a  delivery  and  ac- 
ceptance must  be  proved  to  take  an  oral  sale 
out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute  of 
frauds.  Shindler  v.  Houston,  1  N.  Y.  261, 
49  Am.  Dec.  316. 

A  symbolic  delivery  of  personal  property 
sold,  evidenced  by  bill  of  sale,  is  sufficient  to 
pass  the  title  when  the  party  so  intends.,  so 
as  to  entitle  the  purchaser  to  recover  the 
possession  of  it.  Collins  v.  Wayne  Lumber 
Co.  128  Mo.  451,  31  S.  W.  24. 

If  an  agreement  is  made  for  the  sale  of 
goods,  and  a  record  of  the  sale  is  thereupon 
entered  in  the  seller's  books,  and  the  goods 
are  set  aside  for  delivery  by  themselves  in 
one  part  of  the  seller's  shop,  and  an  account 
taken  of  them,  then,  although  the  buyer 
does  not  take  them  away,  the  title  passes  to 
him,  if  such  is  the  intention  of  the  parties. 
Wylie  V.  Kelly,  41  Barb.  594. 
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The  placing  in  an  agreed-upon  place  of 
lumber  sawed  according  to  an  order,  and 
paid  for  in  advance,  is  a  good  delivery, 
which  passes  title  after  due  notice  has  been 
given.    Rattary  v.  Cook,  60  Ala.  352. 

There  is  a  constructive  delivery  of  a  com- 
modity sold  when  the  vendor  and  vendee 
h^ve  agreed  upon  the  quantity  and  the  price, 
and  the  vendor  has  taken  out  from  the  mass 
of  which  it  is  a  part  the  quantity  bargained 
for,  set  it  aside,  marked  it  with  the  pur- 
chaser's name,  and  the  price  has  been 
charged  against  him  pursuant  to  the  con- 
tract of  sale,  and  in  following  out  an  agree- 
ment that  this  should  be  done,  and  that 
afterwards  the  buyer  should  send  for  and 
take  away  the  purchase.  Tift  v.  Wight  t 
W.  Co.  113  Ga.  081,  39  8.  E.  503. 

Upon  a  sale  of  personal  property  of  a 
particular  kind,  conditioned  upon  being  in- 
spected by  the  buyer  and  selected  from  a 
mass  in  the  seller's  possession,  the  title 
pastes,  and  the  contract  is  complete  upon 
the  appearance  of  the  buyer  -before  the 
seller,  and  his  application  to  inspect  and 
take  the  goods.  Conard  v.  Pennsylvania  R 
Co.  214  Fa.  98,  03  Atl.  424. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  large  quantity  of  a  bulky 
commodity  lying  by  itself,  apart  from  the 
other  property  of  the  same  kind,  the  terms 
and  price  being  definitely  agreed  upon  be- 
tveen  seller  and  buyer,  there  is  a  sufficient 
delivery  when  both  buyer  and  seller  pro- 
ceed t(^ether  to  the  location,  and  the  vendor 
expressly  says,  "I  now  deliver  to  you  this 
commodity  at  the  price  fixed,"  and  the 
Tcndee  accepts  it,  although  the  subject  of 
the  sale  is  not  then,  or  within  a  short  time 
thereafter,  moved.  Calkins  v.  Lockwood,  17 
Conn.  154,  42  Am.  Dec.  729. 

If  the  vendor  of  bulky  personal  property 
takes  the  vendee  within  sight  of  the  subject 
of  the  sale,  and  shows  it  to  him  as  his  pur- 
cliase,  there  is  a  symbolical  delivery,  sufTi- 
cient  to  pass  title,  although  the  vendee,  in 
accord  with  a  usage  in  such  cases,  suffers  the 
property  he  has  purchased  to  lie  until  it 
chall  be  convenient  for  him  to  remove  it. 
Shindler  v.  Houston,  1  Denio,  48. 

But  a  sale  may,  none  the  less,  be  inef- 
fective and  incomplete,  within  the  statute 
of  frauds,  where  it  is  an  oral  contract,  and 
void  without  the  buyer's  acceptance  of  de- 
livery, in  case  no  payment  is  made  on  the 
price.  To  take  such  a  sale  out  of  the  stat- 
ute, something  more  than  mere  words  sym- 
bolizing delivery  is  requisite.  Shindler  t. 
Houston,  1  N.  Y.  261,  49  Am.  Dec.  316. 

Shindler  v.  Houston,  1  N.  Y.  261,  49 
Am.  Dec.  310,  was  cited  and  pronounced  a 
leading  ease  in  New  York,  upon  the  question 
of  delivery  and  acceptance  of  chattels  sold, 
in  Kappleye  v.  Adee,  05  Barb.  589,  and  de- 
clared to  have  held  that  to  constitute  a 
deHvery  and  acceptance  of  goods,  such  as 
the  statute  of  frauds  requires  upon  an 
oral  sale,  "something  more  than  mere  words 
is  necessary;  superadded  to  the  language  of 
the  contract  there  must  be  some  act  of  the 
parties  amounting  to  a  transfer  of  the  pos- 
Mssion,  and  an  acceptance  thereof  by  the 
Vuver." 
MUU.(N.a) 


It  is  a  sufficient  delivery  and  acceptance  of 
goods  orally  sold  to  take  the  sale  out  of  the 
statute  of  frauds  if  the  purchaser  writes 
his  name  upon  a  particular  article,  to  de- 
note that  he  has  bought  and  taken  it,  al- 
though it  will  not  validate  the  sale  of  other 
articles,  made  at  the  same  time,  but  not 
marked  in  some  such  way.  Hodgson  v. 
LcBret,  1  Campb.  233. 

It  is  a  sufficient  delivery  and  acceptance 
to  take  an  oral  sale  made  by  sample  out  of 
the  statute  of  frauds  if  the  buyer  and  seller 
afterwards  meet,  compare  the  sample  with 
the  bulk,  weigh  the  mass,  and  adjust  the 
price  and  allowances  without  repudiation. 
Simmons  v.  Humble,  9  L.  T.  N.  S.  108. 

'I'he  general  rule  is  that,  in  the  absence 
of  countervailing  circumstances,  the  specific 
appropriation  of  goods  to  a  contract  of  sale 
by  placing  them  in  receptacles  provided  by 
the  purchaser  will  pass  the  property.  Ogg 
V.  Sbuter,  L.  R.  10  0.  P.  159. 

Justice  Parke's  observation  in  Dixon  v. 
Yates,  5  Bam.  &  Ad.  340,  that  the  appro- 
priation of  a  chattel  is  equivalent  to  de- 
livei-y  by  the  vendor,  and  the  payment  of 
the  price  is  equivalent  to  the  acceptance  of 
possession.  The  eifect  of  the  contract  is  to 
vest  the  property  in  the  vendee, — was  quoted 
and  adopted  in  Birge  v.  Edgerton,  28  Vt. 
291. 

The  word  "appropriation,"  when  used  in 
respect  of  sales  of  goods  as  Baron  Parke,  in 
Wait  V.  Baker,  2  Exch.  1,  pointed  out, 
may  be  understood  in  different  senses.  It 
may  mean  a  selection  by  the  vendor,  where 
he  has  a  right  to  choose  the  article  he  is  to 
supply  in  performance  of  his  contract;  and 
the  contract  will  show  when  the  word  is 
used  in  that  sense.  Or,  it  may  mean  that 
both  parties  have  agreed  that  a  certain 
article  shall  be  delivered  in  pursuance  of 
the  contract;  yet  the  property  may  not 
pass  in  either  case.  "Appropriation"  may 
also  be  used  in  another  sense,  vie.:  where 
both  parties  agree  upon  the  specific  article 
in  which  the  proper^  is  to  pass,  and  noth- 
ing remains  to  be  done  in  order  to  pass  it. 

An  appropriation  in  the  seller's  own  mind, 
a  mere  intent  to  appropriate,  observed  Bar- 
on Bramwell,  in  his  dissenting  opinion  in 
Browne  v.  Hare,  3  Hurlst.  &.  N.  484, — a 
matter  which  the  seller  can  suppress  or  un- 
do at  pleasure, — will  not  suffice  to  transfer 
title  to  property  sold. 

There  is  no  delivery  of  goods  under  an 
executory  contract  of  sale  by  a  mere  setting 
of  them  aside  to  be  delivered;  they  must, 
in  addition,  at  least  be  placed  in  the  power 
of  the  purchaser.  Gross  v.  Ajello,  116  N.  Y. 
Supp.  380. 

A  mere  assumption  of  ownership  or  con- 
trol by  the  purchaser  is  not  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  delivery  without  proof  of  consent 
or  acquiescence.  And  even  then  it  is  but 
presumptive  proof  of  a  delivery,  which  may 
be  repelled  by  evidence  that  the  title  re- 
mained in  the  seller.  Fuller  v.  Bean,  34 
N.  H.  290. 

Merely  looking  at  a  quantity  of  goods 
in  the  mass  by  the  purchaser  of  a  part  of 
such  goods,  and  making  a  memoranda  de- 
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acribin^  th«  items  bought,  without  any 
separation  of  the  part  purchased,  or  any 
marking  or  identifying  of  it,  is  not  a  suf- 
ficient delivery  to  the  purchaser,  where  they 
are  not  removed,  to  pass  the  title  to  the 
subject  of  the  purchase,  as  against  an  as- 
signee for  the  benefit  of  creditors.  Miller 
Urate  Co.  v.  Hay,  64  IIL  App.  667. 

b.  Of   partlcttlar   commodities    tn   the 
aellev's  poaseaaion. 

The  nature,  situation,  and  condition  of 
the  subject  of  a  sale  of  personal  property, 
are  factors  of  importance  in  the  problem 
of  determining  whether,  in  any  concrete 
case,  the  title  has  or  has  not  passed.  It 
cannot  fail  to  aid  in  the  solving  of  future 
problems  of  the  kind  to  know  what  the 
courts  have  decided  in  like  circumstances 
with  respect  of  sales  of  property  of  the  same 
kind 

1.  €hrouHn0  crop*. 

Upon  a  sale  of  growing  crops,  although 
the  price  is  paid,  no  title  passes  until  a 
delivery,  actual  or  constructive,  is  made  of 
the  subject  of  the  sale.  Stone  v.  Peacock, 
36  Me.  386. 

As  a  cropper  is  not  the  owner  of  his  part 
of  the  crop,  but  the  whole  crop  be- 
longs to  the  owner  of  the  farm  so  long  as 
it  remains  undivided  and  in  mass,  so  a 
mere  division  into  separate  piles  of  the 
harvested  crop,  in  proper  proportions,  does 
not  give  the  cropper  the  ownership  of  the 

Sile  intended  to  go  to  him  until  such  pile  is 
elivered  and  accepted.  Brazier  v.  Ansley, 
33  N.  C.  (11  Ired.  L.)  12,  61  Am.  Deo.  408. 

A  sate  of  a  part  of  a  growing  field  of  corn 
at  an  agreed  rate  the  bushel,  marked  ofiF 
and  separated  by  a  distinct,  visible  bound- 
ary from  the  rest  of  the  field,  is  complete 
and  passes  title  when  all  that  remains  to  be 
done  is  to  measure  the  grain  to  learn  the 
total  price  at  the  agreed  rate.  Graff  v. 
Fitch,  68  HI.  373,  11  Am.  Rep.  86. 

On  a  purchase  of  a  portion  only  of  a 
growing  crop  of  standing  corn,  there  is  a 
sufficient  separation  and  identification  of 
the  part  sold  when  the  ground  upon  which 
it  stands  is  so  described  in  the  contract  of 
sale  that  it  may  with  certainty  be  measured 
off  and  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the 
field.    Hanna  v.  Hawks,  31  Iowa,  146. 

Upon  a  purchase  of  corn  standing  in  the 
field,  without  any  marking  off  of  the  area 
of  that  purchased,  or  anything  to  show 
which  particular  part  of  the  growing  crop 
was  covered  by  the  sale,  no  title  passes  and 
the  contract  is  executory  merely.  Augus- 
tine T.  McDowell,  120  Iowa,  401,  94  N.  W. 
918. 

No  title  passes  to  the  buyer  as  against 
the  levy  of  an  execution  upon  a  judgment 
against  the  seller  when  a  part  of  a  crop  of 
unharvested  com  is  sold  without  any  sepa- 
ration of  the  part  sold,  and  without  an 
ascertainment  either  of  the  number  of  bush' 
els,  or  the  price  to  be  paid.  Bailey  v.  Long, 
24  Kan.  90. 

Upon  a  contract  for  the  transfer,  in  pay- 
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ment  for  seed  corn  furnished,  of  all  of  a 
crop  of  corn  grown  upon  certain  land  which 
comes  up  to  stated  standards  of  quality,  at 
a  price  named,  no  title  passes  to  the  trans- 
feree until  the  portion  of  the  crop  covered 
b^  the  contract  has  been  separated  and  de- 
livered, notwithstanding  the  contract  re- 
cites that  the  title  to  the  crop  is  in  the 
transferree,  and  that  be  may  enter  upon 
the  land  and  harvest  it,  and  take  it  away 
if  not  delivered.  Robinson  v.  Stricklin,  73 
Neb.  242,  102  N.  W.  479. 

A  sale  by  the  owner  of  an  undivided  half 
of  an  ungathered  crop  of  com  at  a  stated 
price  the  barrel,  with  an  agreement  to  haul 
the  com  to  the  vendee's  mill,  there  weigh 
it,  compute  and  receive  the  price,  passes 
no  title  until  the  com  has  been  garnered, 
taken  to  the  mill,  and  weighed;  and  until 
then  it  is  liable  to  seizure  by  tiie  vendor's 
creditors  upon  execution.  Parman  v.  Mar- 
shall (Tenn.)  61  S.  W.  116. 

The  case  of  Ford  v.  Meask  (Tenn.)  K 
8.  W.  1036,  involved  a  similar  state  of  facts 
and  is  to  the  same  effect. 

Upon  a  sale  of  grain,  to  be  harvested  and 
put  in  good,  merchantable  sacks,  and  con- 
veyed to  a  designated  place,  where  it  is  to 
be  delivered  and  paid  for,  title  does  not  pasd 
until  the  grain  is  garnered,  well  sacked, 
and  carried  to  the  point  named  for  the 
buyer  to  take  it.  Hamilton  v.  Gordon,  22 
Or.  567,  30  Pac.  496. 

An  agreement  to  sell  a  growing  crop  of 
wheat  for  100  bushels  of  oats  is  executory 
merely,  and  incomplete  so  long  as  the  oats 
remain  undelivered  and  mingled  with  other 
oats  belonging  to  the  purchaser  of  the  crop^ 
according  to  an  understanding  that  they 
shall  be  stored  by  him,  and  measured  out 
and  delivered  in  the  future.  Crapo  v.  Sey- 
bold,  35  Mich.  169. 

It  is  competent  for  the  parties,  however 
to  such  a  sale,  to  agree  that  the  title  to 
the  growing  crop  shall  pass  immediately 
and  the  payment  be  made  at  a  future  date, 
not  in  money,  but  in  oats;  and  if  such  a  con- 
tract is  in  fact  made,  the  title  to  the  wheat 
will  pass,  and  the  purchaser  of  it  be  entitled 
to  recover  its  possession.  Crapo  v.  Sey- 
bold,  36  Mich.  444. 

A  contract  of  an  irrigation  company  to 
furnish  water  to  irrigate  certain  rice  fields, 
to  be  paid  for  with  a  fifth  of  the  crop, 
after  it  is  threshed  and  sacked,  gives  the 
company  no  title  to  any  rioe  until  after  the 
crop  is  harvested,  threshed,  and  sacked, 
and  its  share  is  set  aside  for  it.  Gravity 
Canal  Co.  v.  Sisk,  43  Tex.  Civ.  App.  194, 
95  S.  W.  724. 

Upon  a  sale  of  all  the  apples  of  the  first 
and  second  quality  in  the  vendor's  orchard, 
to  be  picked,  piled,  assorted,  and  the  culls 
rejected,  and  then  to  be  put  in  barrels  for 
delivery,  the  title  does  not  pass  to  the 
buyer  until  these  operations  have  been  per- 
formed.   Lee  v.  Culp,  8  Ont.  L.  Rep.  210. 

I  think,  said  Teetzel,  J.,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  there  are  two  circumstances  or 
conditions  in  the  agreement  between  the 
parties  which  combine  to  defeat  the  conten- 
tion that  the  property  in  the  apples  passed 
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to  the  buyer;  vis.,  (•)  the  fact  that  the 
vale  waa  a  part  only  of  a  bulk  quantity; 
lb)  the  fact  that,  to  determine  the  quantity, 
quality,  and  total  price,  the  buyer  waa  to 
teparate  from  the  bulk  and  classify  the 
fniit  to  be  taJcen  by  him,  the  seller  retain- 
ing the  calls. 

A  contract  made  by  a  planter  with  a 
banker,  in  consideration  of  money  advanced, 
to  deliver  at  a  designated  warehouse  a  part 
of  his  cotton  crop  to  be  grown,  equal  in 
value  to  the  sum  advanced,  without  specifi- 
cation, is  an  executory  contract  of  sale 
merely,  and  passes  no  title;  at  least,  until 
the  cotton  is  placed  in  the  warehouse. 
Lewis  T.  Lofley,  60  6a.  559. 

A  conveyance  of  as  much  of  the  vendor's 
growing  crop  of  cotton  as  will  suffice  to 
make  2  bales  of  at  least  500  pounds  weight 
each,  to  be  gathered,  prepared  for  market, 
and  delivered  by  the  vendor  to  the  vendee 
by  a  named  future  date,  transfers  no  title  to 
any  cotton  as  against  a  judgment  creditor 
of  the  vendor,  whose  execution  is  levied  on 
the  crop  before  the  date  fixed  for  delivery; 
and  a  mere  intention  of  the  vendor,  not  com- 
municated to  his  vendee  or  the  creditor  be- 
fore the  levy,  to  gin,  bale,  and  deliver  a 
particular  lot  of  cotton,  will  not  change 
this  result.  Williamson  v.  Steele,  3  Lea, 
527,  31  Am.  Rep.  662. 

When  a  contract  is  made  for  the  sale  of 
hops  not  yet  grown,  to  be  cleanly  picked, 
well  dried,  put  up  in  good,  merchantable 
order  in  twlea  of  specified  weight,  and  de- 
livered upon  a  future  named  date  in  the 
following  autumn,  the  performance  of  these 
things  in  preparation  for  delivery  is  a  con-^ 
dition  precedent  to  vesting  title  in  the 
buver.  Backhaus  v.  Buells,  43  Or.  658,  72 
Pac.  976,  73  Fac.  342;  La  Vie  v.  Tooze,  43 
Or.  590,  74  Pac.  210;  La  Vie  v.  Crosby,  43 
Or.  612,  74  Pac.  220. 

But  when  the  hops  have  been  gathered, 
weighed,  marked,  and  identified  as  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sale,  and  accepted  by  the  buyer, 
and  paid  for,  the  title  passes  although  they 
are  left  in  the  seller's  possession,  to  be  de- 
livered in  the  future.  La  Vie  v.  Tooze,  40 
Ur.  206,  79  Pac.  413. 

S.  Boif  and  fodder. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  certain  number  of  tons 
of  hay,  constituting  a  part  of  a  larger  niun- 
ber,  all  in  the  possession  of  the  seller,  there 
mnst  be  a  separation  and  identification  of 
the  part  sold  -to  pass  the  title  to  the  buyer. 
Stone  V.  Peacock,  35  Me.  386. 

Where  there  is  a  sale  of  a  part  of  a 
large  mass  of  unpressed  hay,  or  of  prop- 
erty of  a  like  character,  and  no  separation 
is  nuide  of  the  portion  sold,  and  no  delivery 
is  made  of  any  part  of  it  to  the  buyer,  he 
lias  no  such  title  as  will  entitle  him  to 
Baintain  an  action  to  recover  possession 
of  the  subject  of  the  sale.  Lawry  v.  Ellis, 
85  Me.  600,  27  AU.  618. 

Plucking  a  handful  of  grass  and  deliver- 
ing it  to  a  purchaser  in  the  field  where  it 
ii  growing  is  not  a  good  symbolic  delivery 
ML.RA.(N.S.) 


of  the  sale  of  a  crop  of  hay  to  be  cut  after- 
wards. Lamson  v.  Patch,  5  Allen,  586,  81 
Am.  Dec.  765. 

To  complete  the  sale  and  delivery  of  a 
quantity  of  hay  sold  out  of  a  bulk,  it  is  es- 
sential that  the  part  sold  be  separated  from 
the  rest,  and  offered  to  and  accepted  by  the 
buyer.  Messer  v.  Woodman,  22  N.  H.  172, 
53  Am.  Dec.  241. 

No  such  change  of  possession  as  will  pre- 
vent property  from  being  attached  by  a 
vendor's  creditors  takes  place  on  a  sale  of 
a  quantity  of  hay  in  a  barn  belonging  to 
the  vendor,  on  his  farm,  occupied  and 
worked  by  his  hired  man,  where  the  hay  is 
not  taken  out  of  the  bam,  but  left  in  the 
hired  man's  care,  with  other  hay  belonging 
to  the  vendor.  Sleeper  v.  Pollard,  28  v£ 
709,  67  Am.  Dec.  741. 

Upon  the  purchase  of  all  the  merchant- 
able hay  in  a  number  of  stacks,  where  some 
is  unmerchantable,  and  the  merchantable 
must  be  separated  from  the  unmerchantable 
as  the  hay  is  baled,  no  title  passes  to  the 
buyer  except  to  so  much  as  is  merchantable, 
and  is  actually  separated  from  the  rest,  and 
baled.  Lauber  v.  Johnston  (Wash.)  102 
Pac  873. 

A  sale  of  a  stack  of  hay  for  a  definite 
price,  to  be  paid  on  a  named  day,  the  stack 
to  remain  on  the  seller's  premises  until  a 
designated  later  date,  and  the  hay  not  to 
be  cut  until  paid  for,  is  an  executed  con- 
tract, and  the  property  in  the  hay  passes 
to  and  vests  in  the  purchaser.  Tarling  v. 
Baxter,  6  Barn,  k  C.  360,  23  Eng.  Rul.  Gas. 
257. 

After  a  bargain  and  sale  of  a  stack  of  hay 
between  persons  on  the  spot,  evidence  that 
the  buyer  afterwards  sold  »  part  of  it  to 
a  third  person,  who,  though  without  the 
buyer's  approval,  actually  took  it  away,  suf- 
ficiently proves  a  delivery  to  take  the  ease 
out  of  the  statute  of  frauds.  Chaplin  v. 
Rogers,  1  East,  192. 

I  do  not  mean,  said  Lord  Kenyon,  jn 
Chaplin  v.  Rogers,  supra,  to  disturb  the 
settled  construction  of  the  statute  of  frauds, 
that,  in  order  to  take  i^  contract  for  the 
sale  of  goods  of  this  value  out  of  it,  there 
must  eiuier  be  a  part  delivery  of  the  thing, 
or  a  part  payment  of  the  consideration,  or 
the  agreement  must  be  reduced  to  writing 
in  the  manner  therein  specified. 

A  contract  for  the  sale  of  an  indefinite 
quantity  of  fodder,  constituting  a  part  of 
several  stacks  belonging  to  the  vendor,  of 
unknown  weight,  not  specifically  selected 
and  identified,  and  for  which  no  price  has 
been  agreed,  and  which  remains  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  vendor,  is  purely  executory. 
Fagan  v.  Faulkner,  6  Ark.  101. 

An  oral  agreement  of  purchase  and  sale, 
made  at  a  public  market,  for  12  bushels  of 
tares  then  in  the  seller's  possession,  and  a 
part  of  a  larger  quantity,  to  be  delivered 
when  called  for,  is  not  token  out  of  the 
statute  of  frauds  by  the  vendor's  act  on  re- 
turning home,  of  measuring  out  and  setting 
apart  the  12  bushels  for  the  buyer.  ^Howe 
V.  Palmer,  3  Bam.  &  Aid.  321. 
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8.  TohaciM. 

Upon  a  sale  of  SO  packages  of  tobacco  by 
a  debtor  to  his  creditor,  in  payment  of  the 
debt,  where  the  50  packages  sold  are  a  part 
of  a  larger  number,  all  left  together  in  one 
place,  in  the  possession  of  the  debtor,  and 
where  the  sale  can  be  satisfied  by  the  de- 
livery of  any  50  out  of  the  whole  lot,  no 
title  passes  where  there  is  no  separation,  no 
distinguishing  mark,  and  no  identification 
of  the  particular  packages  sold,  as  against 
an  attaching  creditor,  levying  upon  the 
whole  lot.  Adam  Roth  Grocer  Co.  t.  Lewis, 
69  Mo.  App.  446. 

Upon  an  agreement  of  a  tobacco  manu- 
facturer to  sell  to  a' merchant  all  the  stems 
he  should  prize  during  the  year,  at  a  stated 
rate  the  hundred  pounds,  plus  a  certain 
sum  the  hoKshead  for  storage  pending  ship- 
ment, the  fact  that  a  certain  number  of 
hogsheads  of  stems  had  been  prepared, 
prized,  and  set  one  side  by  the  vendor,  in 
nis  warehouse,  and  designed  by  him  to  be 
delivered  to  the  merchant,  but  neither 
marked  nor  weighed  for  him,  even  if  pointed 
out  to  his  agent,  does  not  pass  title  to  them. 
Dixon  y.  Myers,  7  Gratt.  240. 

*.  Cotton. 

(a)  In  the  hales. 

One  bale  of  cotton  being  very  much  like 
another,  one  of  the  first  requisites  to  a 
valid  sale  of  cotton  in  a  warehouse,  accord- 
ing to  the  court  in  Patten  v.  Baggs,  43  Ga. 
107,  is  the  identification  of  the  property. 

A  lot  of  cotton  bales  cannot  be  treated 
as  a  common  or  uniform  mass  when  there  is 
a  physical  disparity  of  the  component  bales 
with  respect  of  weight,  size,  and  quality  of 
contents.  Pierson  v.  Metropolitan  Bank, 
106  La.  298,  30  So.  885. 

An  agreement  of  purchase  and  sale  of 
cotton  described  as  lying  at  the  place  where 
it  bears  date,  and  as  numbering  about  2,100 
bales,  of  the  average  weight  of  500  pounds 
each,  at  a  stated  price  tha  pound,  to  be 
thence  forwarded  at  the  purchaser's  risk,  to 
be  delivered  at  a  named  river  port,  and  paid 
for  when  weighed,  coincident  with  the  pay- 
ment of  earnest  money,  and  an  agreement 
by  tlie  purchaser  to  furnish  bagging,  rope, 
and  twine  to  bale  the  unginned  cotton,  does 
nut  pass  a  present  property.  The  Elgee 
Cotton  Cases  (United  States  v.  Woodruff) 
22  Wall.  180,  22  L.  ed.  863. 

A  sale  of  bales  of  cotton,  all  marked  and 
numbered,  by  their  marks  and  numbers, 
which  distinguish  them  from  all  other  bales, 
at  an  agreed  price,  payable  by  the  pur- 
chaser's promissory  note,  falling  due  in  the 
future,  when  the  note  is  given  and  received, 
passes  the  property  in  the  cotton  presently 
to  the  purchaser,  although  the  bales  re- 
main in  the  seller's  warehouse,  rent  free, 
by  his  consent.  Barrett  v.  Goddard,  3  Ma- 
son, 107,  Fed.  Gas.  No.  1,046. 

A  sale  and  purchase  of  a  definite  num- 
ber ef  bales  of  cotton,  selected  by  sample, 
and  identified  by  certain  marks  correspond- 
ing on  the  bales  and  samples,  all  stored 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


with  other  cotton  of  the  seller  in  a  public 
warehouse,  and  the  issue  of  orders  to  the 
warehouseman  to  deliver  by  their  marks 
the  bales  to  the  buyer,  followed  by  a  bring- 
ing of  them  forth,  aligning  them  in  a  shed, 
and  weighing  them  in  the  buyer's  presence, 
and  a  sampling,  examination,  and  accept- 
ance by  the  buyer,  all  followed  by  placing 
the  bales  conveniently  for  the  buyers  cart- 
man,  and  with  a  direction  to  him  to  remove 
them  at  will,  constitute  an  executed  bar- 
gain and  sale,  which  passes  the  property  in 
the  cotton  to  the  purchaser,  notwithstand- 
ing a  rule  of  a  cotton  exchange,  where  the 
sale  was  made,  that  delivery  should  not  be 
final  until  payment,  where  both  buyer  and 
seller  have  habitually  ignored  such  rule,  in 
a  long  course  of  dealing.  Dillard  v.  Paton, 
19  Fed.  619. 

A  sale  of  a  stated  number  of  bales  of  cot- 
ton of  a  certain  aggregate  weight,  a  part  of 
a  larger  number  of  bales,  without  setting 
them  apart,  separately  marking  them,  or  in 
any  way  designating  them  from  the  others 
in  the  lot,  when  there  is  no  actual  delivery 
to  the  buyer,  passes  no  title,  notwithstand- 
ing full  payment  of  the  purchase  price. 
Browning  v.  Hamilton,  42  Ala.  484. 

A  contract  for  the  sale  of  cotton,  am<Nint- 
ing  to  about  1,600  bales,  in  which  the  buyer 
agreed  to  take,  and  the  seller  to  sell,  the  en- 
tire lot,  leaving  out  all  the  bales  classed 
below  low  middlings,  and  unmerchantable, 
sandy,  seedy,  or  falso  packed  cotton,  is  an 
executory  contract  by  which  title  does  not 
pass  to  the  purchaser,  because  the  niunber 
of  bales  in  the  lot  which  will  remain  after 
rejections  have  been  made  is  indeterminate. 
McFadden  T.  Henderson,  128  Ala.  221,  29 
So.  640. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  quantity  of  cotton  in 
bulk,  where  the  weighing  of  the  subject  of 
the  sale  is  deemed  necessary  in  order  to 
complete  the  transaction,  the  title  does  not 
pass  to  the  buyer  upon  the  mere  act  of  the 
vendor  in  placing  the  cotton  upon  the  scales 
to  be  weighed,  after  interviewing  the  buyer 
in  respect  of  weighing  it,  where  the  buyer 
neither  attends  nor  is  represented  at  tbe 
weighing,  nor  does  anything  to  manifest  an 
acceptance  of  the  property.  Priest  v. 
Hodges,  90  Ark.  131,  118  S.  W.  253. 

In  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  cotton  stored 
in  a  neighboring  warehouse  (both  seller  and 
buyer  knowing  it  to  be  there),  as  between 
the  parties,  an  intention  to  dispense  with 
actual  delivery  may  be  inferred  from  cir- 
cumstances, without  any  direct  agreement, 
where  a  settlement  covering  the  whole  price 
has  been  made  without  farther  stipulation. 
Flanders  v.  Maynard,  68  Go.  66. 

Upon  a  sale  of  66  bales  of  cotton  at  a 
stated  price  the  pound,  and  of  an  estimated 
weight,  to  be  verified  by  weighing  at  the 
time  of  delivery,  all  bearing  a  specific  mark, 
where  the  seller  has  in  one  store  09  bales, 
and  in  another  30  bales,  so  marked,  and  may 
deliver  any  that  he  chooses  in  fulfilling  the 
sale  contract,  no  title  passes  to  the  pur- 
chaser until  the  bates  intended  for  him  have 
been  set  aside  and  appropriated  as  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sale;  so  that,  upon  the  destruc- 
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tion  of  the  30  bales  hj  fire  in  one  atorehouse, 
the  loss  does  not,  nor  does  any  part  of  it, 
fall  upon  the  purchaser.  Rapelye  t.  Mackie, 
6  Cow.  250. 

In  Joyce  ▼.  Adams,  8  N.  Y.  291,  another 
sale  of  cotton  was  involved,  in  \irhich  a 
part  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  a  similar 
conclusion  was  reached. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  certain  number  of  bales 
of  cotton  specifically  marked,  and  lying  in 
a  warehouse,  at  a  stated  price  the  pound, 
where,  by  the  terms  of  sale,  the  cotton  is 
to  be  weighed,  and  samples  of  it  taken 
from  the  bales,,  and  compared  for  quality 
with  original  samples  shown  before  delivery 
and  acceptance,  no  title  passes  from  seller 
to  buyer  until  the  weighing  and  sampling 
are  completed  for  the  entire  number.  Kein 
V.  Tnpper,  52  N.  Y.  560. 

A  sale  by  the  owner  of  damaged  cotton 
stored  in  a  warehouse  under  an  agreement 
with  the  warehouseman  to  separate  the 
damaged  from  the  good,  and,  if  necessary, 
to  rebale  it,  of  merchantable  cotton,  at 
a  specified  price  per  pound,  to  be  paid  after 
separation  and  upon  delivery,  is  an  execu- 
tory sale,  and  passes  no  title  to  the  pur- 
chaser, even  after  a  separation  and  rebaling 
hare  been  made  by  the  warehouseman,  and 
the  buyer  has  tendered  the  purchase  price, 
and  demanded  a  delivery  of  the  subject  of 
the  sale.  Williams  v.  Sayers,  79  Miss.  SO, 
29  So.  995. 

There  is  a  sufficient  delivery  and  accept- 
ance to  take  the  case  out  of  the  statute 
of  frauds  when,  upon  an  oral  sale  of  4 
stacks  of  cotton  waste  in  the  seller's  ware- 
house, the  buyer  sends  his  packer,  sacks, 
and  carts,  to  remove  his  purchase,  and 
after  it  is  all  packed  in  the  sacks,  and  a  por- 
tion is  weighed  and  taken  away,  the  buyer 
refuses  to  take  the  rest,  and  returns  the 
portion  taken,  on  the  ground  that  the  waste 
18  inferior  in  quality.  Kershaw  v.  Ogden, 
3  Hurlst.  &  C.  717. 

(It)  At  the  gin. 

An  agreement  for  the  sale  of  2  bales  of 
lint  cotton,  to  weigh  not  less  than  a  stated 
nnmber,  of  pounds,  a  part  of  an  unginned 
crop,  not  separated  from  the  remainder  of 
the  crop,  nor  marked  or  otherwise  identified, 
is  but  an  executory  contract,  which  passes 
no  title  to  the  vendee.  Upham  v.  Dodd,  24 
Ark.  545. 

When  the  owner  of  a  quantity  of  cotton 
offers  a  suflicient  amount  of  it  in  payment 
of  a  bill  of  exchange  presented  by  the 
holder,  and  the  holder  agrees  to  accept  it, 
and  both  parties  proceed  to  the  gin,  and 
ttparate  and  remove  from  the  mass  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  bales  of  cotton,  weigh 
tlifm,  and  ascertain  their  value  to  almost 
ftjnal  the  amount  of  the  bill,  and  thereupon 
direct  the  overseer  in  charge  to  have  the 
hales  thus  selected  hauled  to  the  adjoining 
river  bank,  for  transportation,  there  is  a 
constructive  delivery,  sufficient  to  pass  the 
title  and  satisfy  and  dischar<;e  the  bill  of 
cxchai^  Stamps  t.  Bush,  7  How.  (Miss.) 
253. 
M  IJLA.(N.S.) 


Upon  a  purchase  of  8  bales  of  cotton,  to 
weigh  450  pounds  each,  out  of  a  lot  of  un- 
ginned cotton,  supposed  by  the  parties  to  be 
enough  to  make  10  bales,  where  the  cotton 
purchased  is  not  separated  from  the  bulk, 
and  is  to  remain  for  a  specified  time  in  the 
possession  of  the  vendor,  the  title  does  not 
pass  to  the  purchaser,  eveu  though  there 
proves  to  have  been  only  8  bales  of  the 
specified  weight,  instead  of  10,  as  supposed, 
in  the  entire  lot.  Baldwin  v.  McKay,  41 
Miss.  358. 

A  sale  of  6  bales  of  cotton,  to  weigh  a 
stated  number  of  pounds  each,  at  a  stated 
price  per  pound,  evidenced  by  a  memoran- 
dum in  writing,  signed  by  the  vendor,  when 
the  seller  has  not  the  cotton  baled  or  even 
ginned,  but  has  a  quantity  picked,  sufficient 
to  make  5  bales  after  it  is  ginned  and 
baled,  is  an  executory  contract;  and  until 
the  process  of  ginning  and  baling  has  been 
completed,  no  title  passes  to  the  purchaser. 
Smith  V.  Sparkman,  55  Miss.  649,  30  Am. 
Rep.  537. 

6.  Oraln. 

In  Callender  v.  McLeod,  74  Cal.  876,  M 
Pac.  194,  the  court  held  that  there  had 
been  no  sufficient  delivery  of  certain  sacks  of 
seed  wheat  by  the  party  occupying  the  posi- 
tion of  vendor,  to  the  party  in  the  position 
of  purchaser,  that  would  pass  the  title  to 
the  latter,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  recover 
them  or  their  value  from  a  sheriff  who  had 
seized  them  upon  process  in  favor  of  a 
creditor  of  the  former,  because  they  had  not 
been  sufficiently  set  apart  and  identified  to 
amount  to  a  constructive  transfer  of  pos- 
session. The  facts  in  that  case  were  that 
the  debtor,  having  borrowed  from  the  plain- 
tiflf  in  a  previous  year  seed  wheat,  and 
agreed  to  return  it  after  threshing  his 
grain,  hauled  it  and  piled  the  entire  quan- 
tity in  a  small  corral,  testifying  that  he 
had  laid  straw  between  his  own  portion  and 
the  sacks  to  be  returned  to  his  lender,  pil- 
ing his  own  at  the  back,  next  to  the  straw 
pile,  and  the  sacks  he  intended  to  deliver 
in  return  for  the  loan  to  the  front,  but  that 
there  were  no  marks  upon  any  of  the  sacks 
to  differentiate  them  from  the  others,  and 
that  he  had  reported  the  situation  to  the 
lender,  and  had  been  told  by  him  to  pile  the 
sacks  up  and  take  care  of  them;  although 
in  the  meantime  he  had  removed,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  them  for  himself,  118 
!>acks,  which  had  been  taken  indiscriminate- 
ly from  both  sides  of  the  pile. 

The  separation  from  a  mass  of  grain,  in- 
distinguishable throughout  in  quality  and 
value,  of  a  definite  quantity  of  it,  sold 
out  of  it,  is  not  indispensable  to  pass  title 
to  the  buyer,  if  such  is  the  clearly  mani- 
fested intention  of  both  parties  to  the  sale. 
Kimberly  v.  Patchin,  19  N.  Y.  330,  76 
Am.  Dec.  334. 

A  contract  of  sale,  evidenced  by  a  re- 
ceipted bill  for  the  price  of  a  definite  num- 
ber of  bushels  of  corn  at  a  stated  price  per 
bushel,  held  in  the  warehouse  and  cribs  of 
the  seller,  and  the  warehouseman's  certifi- 
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cate,  issued  by  the  seller  to  the  purchaser, 
for  the  number  of  bushels  purchased,  as  held 
in  warehouse  and  cribs,  to  be  delivered  free 
on  board  at  stated  dates,  evidences  an  exe- 
cuted sale  between  the  parties,  and  entitles 
the  purchaser  to  recover  possession  of  the 
property  upon  demand  and  refusal  to  deliver 
after  uie  date  named  in  the  certificate. 
Barker  v.  Bushnell,  76  III.  220. 

The  title  to  a  quantity  of  corn  does  not 
pacs  by  the  mere  delivery  of  a  bill  of  sale 
from  vendor  to  purchaser,  where  no  price 
is  agreed  upon,  no  delivery  is  mauc,  and  the 
quantity  remains  undetermined.  Danforth 
V.  Cleary,  41  111.  App.  665. 

When  an  age^t  buys  and  pays  for  a  crib 
of  corn,  and  then  marks  the  crib  with  the 
name  of  his  principal,  there  is  a  sjrmbolical 
delivery  of  the  grain,  and  title  to  it  passes 
to  the  principal.  Dows  v.  Morse,  62  Iowa, 
23],  17  N.  W.  496". 

If  two  persons  enter  into  a  contract  by 
which  one  is  to  buy  corn  for  the  other,  who, 
in  turn,  is  to  furnish  the  money  to  pay 
for  it,  and  thereupon  aa  fast  as  purchases 
are  made,  the  buyer  marks  each  crib  with 
the  other's  name,  and  draws  a  draft  upon 
him  for  the  cost,  pursuant  to  such  contract, 
there  is,  as  between  the  two,  a  constructive 
delivery  of  the  cribs  of  corn  so  marked, 
which  entitles  him  who  furnishes  the  money 
to  the  possession  of  the  corn,  and  he  may 
maintain  replevin  for  it,  notwithstanding 
it  was  not  bought  with  money  that  he  fur- 
nished, and  the  other  party  gave  crib  re- 
ceipts to  third  persons  for  portions  of  the 
corn,  and  removed  it  from  the  cribs  to 
shell  and  ship.    Ibid. 

A  contract  by  which  one  person  sells  to 
another  a  certain  number  of  bushels  of 
corn,  to  be  delivered  at  a  future  time  and 
designated  place,  and  paid  for  at  a  stated 
rate  per  bushel,  as  fast  as  delivered,  is 
wholly  executory,  and  passes  no  title  to  the 

Purchaser  before  delivery.  Ormsbee  v. 
lachir,  20  Ohio  St.  295. 
Upon  a  sale  of  all  the  wheat  in  the  pos- 
session of  tiie  seller,  and  kept  in  store  apart 
by  itself  at  the  time  of  the  trade,  for  a  fixed 
price,  where  the  purchaser  is  to  send  bags  in 
which  to  take  it  away,  the  title  passes  upon 
the  payment  of  the  price,  where  the  identi- 
cal wheat  sold  is  kept  at  all  times  ready  for 
delivery,  although  not  actually  carried 
away.  Levasseur  v.  Cary  (Me.)  3  Atl. 
461. 

A  sale  by  a  warehouseman  of  a  cer- 
tain number  of  bushels  of  wheat,  being  a 
part  of  a  store  of  g^ain,  all  of  the  same 
kind,  quality,  and  value,  for  a  specified 
price,  and  the  execution  and  delivery  by  the 
seller  to  the  buyer  of  a  warehouse  receipt, 
acknowledging  an  obligation  to  hold  the 
subject  of  the  sale  subject  to  the  purchaser's 
order,  transfer  the  property  in,  and  right 
of  ownership  to,  the  wheat  sold,  without  any 
separation  from  the  mass.  Kimberly  v. 
Patchin,  supra. 

An  oral  contract  for  the  purchase  of 
10,000  bushels  of  wheat  at  $1.12  a  bushel 
is  not  taken  out  of  the  statute  of  frauds  by 
loading  the  grain  into  a  vessel  provided  by 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  purchaser  to  receive  it,  and  the  taking 
by  him  of  samples  of  the  cargo  for  inspec- 
tion, where  the  bill  of  lading  does  not  de- 
scribe the  buyer  as  consignee,  and  he  re- 
fuses to  accept  a  draft  annexed.  Soott  t. 
Melady,  27  Ont  App.  193. 

A  contract  for  tiie  sale  of  all  the  barley 
the  vendor  has  in  a  designated  warehouse, 
at  a  stated  price  the  busliel,  deliverable 
whenever  the  buyer  demands,  to  be  either 
weighed  or  accepted  as  the  weight  appears 
upon  the  seller's  books,  at  the  buyer  s  elec- 
tion, and  to  be  stored  free  of  charge  until 
a  later  named  date,  coupled  with  payments 
of  part  of  the  purchase  money,  transfers  the 
ownership  of  the  barley  in  the  warehouse  to 
the  buyer;  and  if  it  is  destroyed  by  fire 
before  the  buyer  takes  it  away,  the  loss 
falls  upon  him,  and  not  upon  the  seller. 
Olyphant  v.  Baker,  6  Denio,  379. 

A  sale  by  a  brewer  of  barley  by  the  de- 
scription, "sufficient  barley  now  in  my  brew- 
ery to  make  malt  enough"  in  such  brewery 
to  pay  a  stated  sum  of  money  tlien  and 
there  advanced  by  the  purchaser,  and  the 
pointing  out  and  formal  transfer  of  a 
specific  mass  of  barley  lying  in  one  place, 
and  worth  more  than  the  sum  named,  as  the 
subject  of  the  sale,  transfer  the  ownership 
and  right  of  property  in  such  barley  to  the 
purchaser,  and  the  sale  is  fully  executed  and 
complete,  although  the  barley  is  not  re- 
moved. Therefore,  when  the  brewer  after- 
wards sells  to  a  third  person  his  brewery 
and  its  contents,  giving  due  notice  of  the 
prior  sale  of  the  barley,  no  title  to  such 
barley  is  acquired  by  the  buyer  of  the  brew- 
ery, and  hfe  can  convey  none  to  another,  even 
though  that  other  should  buy  in  good  faith, 
without  notice,  and  pay  full  value.  Woos- 
ter  V.  Sherwood,  26  N.  Y.  278. 

Upon  a  sale  and  purchase,  with  payment 
in  advance  of  all  but  a  small  part  of  the 
purchase  price,  of  one  hundred  quarters  of 
barley  out  of  a  larger  bulk  in  the  seller's 
granary,  to  be  put  into  sacks  furnished  by 
the  buyer,  and  taken  to  a  railroad,  for  car- 
riage to  him,  the  property  passes  as  to  so 
much  of  the  barley  as  is  actually  put  in  the 
buyer's  sacks,  but  to  none  of  the  rest  that 
remains  in  bulk,  although  the  filled  sacks 
are  afterwards  emptied  back  into  the  heap. 
Aldridge  v.  Johnson,  7  £1.  &  Bl.  885. 

Upon  a  sale  and  payment  of  the  purchase 
price  of  1,000  bushels  of  oats  in  stacks,  to 
be  afterwards  threshed  and  measured  by  the 
seller,  and  delivered  in  sacks  furnished  by 
the  purchaser  to  him,  any  surplus  for 
which  the  sacks  were  insufficient  to  be  stored 
by  the  seller  for  the  buyer,  the  title  to  the 
grain  passes,  and  the  contract  is  executed, 
as  soon  as  the  threshing  and  measuring  are 
done;  and  the  circumstance  that  the  vendor 
afterwards  mixed  with  his  own  the  oats 
which  the  sacks  the  buyer  provided  would 
not  hold  did  not  devest  the  buyer  of  his  own- 
ership, and  he  was  entitled  to  recover  pos- 
session by  replevin.  Groff  v.  Belche,  62  Mo. 
400. 

When  there  is  a  sale,  without  reference  to 
any  particular  store  or  source  of  supply,  ot 
a  certain  number  of  bushels  of  bright,  m<r- 
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chantable  white  oats,  for  a  stated  price,  then 
paid  in  full,  and  the  seller  agrees  to  deliver 
them  in  good  sacks,  on  board  cars  at  a  desig- 
nated station,  when  demanded  by  the- buyer, 
the  identity  of  the  oats  sold  is  undetermined, 
ai  any  oats  of  that  quality  and  descrip- 
tion, saclced  and  put  on  the  cars,  on  de- 
mand, will  satisfy  the  contract,  which  is 
therefore  executory,  and  passes  no  title 
until  delivery  is  made  in  the  manner  and 
at  the  place  agreed.  Hubler  v.  Gaston,  9  Or. 
66,  42  Am.  Rep.  794. 

A  like  conclusion  was  reached  in  Rosen- 
thal Bros.  V.  Kahn  Bros.  19  Or.  571,  24 
Pac  989,  where  there  had  been  a  sale  of 
2,900  cords  of  good,  sound,  merchantable 
firewood,  cut  in  four-foot  lengths,  for  a 
named  price  the  cord,  put  on  board  cars,  and 
to  be  received  and  measured  by  an  army 
quartermaster  at  a  particular  post. 

If  a  com  chandler  whose  habit  it  has  been 
to  ship  cargoes  of  grain  by  canal  boats  to  a 
factor,  and  obtain  acceptances  from  him  on 
the  faith  of  the  bills  of  lading,  procures 
bills  of  lading  from  masters  of  two  canal 
boats,  each  for  a  full  cargo  of  oats  con- 
signed to  the  factor,  and  draws  bills  upon 
the  latter  for  the  full  value  of  both,  at- 
tached to  the  bills  of  lading,  which  are  ac- 
cepted and  paid  in  due  course,  and,  at  th« 
tiire  of  the  transaction,  of  such  boats  one 
only  is  filled  and  the  other  has  as  yet  taken 
on  none  of  the  oats,  the  property  and  title 
to  the  cargo  of  oats  in  the  loaded  boat 
passes  to  tne  factor,  but  the  subsequently 
insuled  cargo  of  the  other  boat  does  not,  as 
against  a  transferee  of  the  com  chandler, 
brcause,  before  the  oats  were  put  on  board, 
there  was  no  specific  appropriation  of  any 
oats  for  the  factor.  Bryans  v.  Nix,  4  Mees. 
t  W.  776. 

A  sale  of  ft  definite  number  of  bushels  of 
buckwheat,  part  of  a  lot  of  shocks  standing 
in  a  field,  specifically  pointed  out  and  identi- 
fieil.  with  other  merchandise  and  chattels, 
coupled  with  the  execution  and  delivery  of  a 
bill  of  sale  and  payment  in  full  of  the  pur- 
chase price,  with  a  promise  by  the  seller  to 
thresh  and  clean  the  grain  and  deliver  it 
in  merchantable  condition,  and  a  subsequent 
taking  away  of  all  the  articles  sold  except 
the  buckwheat  by  the  purchaser,  passes  title 
to  the  buckwheat  as  soon  as  it  is  threshed 
and  put  at  the  order  of  the  purchaser,  not- 
vithstanding,  by  his  request  and  the  seller's 
consent,  it  is  left  in  store  in  the  latter's 
grauary;  so  that  the  buyer  may  maintain 
ttplevin  for  it  against  a  sheriff  who  seices  it 
before  the  cleaning  is  done,  on  legal  process 
against  the  vendor.  McNamara  v.  Edmister, 
U  Hon,  600. 

A  sale  of  all  the  cotton  se«d  contained 
in  certain  pens  and  a  crib  described  in  the 
■emorandum  of  sale,  at  a  stated  price  per 
ton,  warranted  merchantable,  sound,  and 
to  make  a  certain  number  of  tons,  shortage 

to  be  refunded,  and  excess  to  be  taken  at 

the  same  ratcy  passes  the  property  and  title 

to  the  buyer.     Williams  t.   Blum,  2  Tex. 

Ap?.  CSt.  On.  (WiUion)  447. 
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O.  Hour. 

When  the  owner  of  a  large  quantity  Of 
flour  stored  in  a  warehouse  belonging  to 
himself  sells  a  part  of  it  to  al  purchaser 
without  separating  or  otherwise  distinguish- 
ing it  from  the  mass,  and  without  the  pur- 
chaser's removing  it,  and  then  subsequently 
sells  and  permits  others  to  take  away  all 
the  remainder  of  the  flour  in  storage,  tha 
later  transactions  amount  to  a  separation 
of  the  property  which  was  the  subject  of  tba 
first  sale,  and  vest  in  the  first  purchaser  a 
good  title  thereto  as  against  attaching 
creditors  of  the  vendor.  Horr  v.  Barker,  o 
Cal.  489 ;  see  8.  C.  on  subsequent  appeals,  8 
Cal.  603,  11  Cal.  393,  70  Am.  Dec.  701. 

The  execution  and  delivery  by  the  owners 
of  a  mill,  to  a  railroad  corporation,  of  a 
writing  receipting  for  825  barrels  of  flour, 
to  sell  for  and  on  account  of  the  railroad 
company,  and  engaging  to  pay  over  from 
the  proceeds  of  sales,  as  fast  as  realized, 
98,233.74,  or  to  redeliver  the  flour  on  de- 
mand, where  such  flour  consists  of  an  equal 
number  of  barrels  of  three  difl'erent  brands, 
but  not  severed  from  a  larger  number  of 
barrels  of  the  same  brand,  in  the  same  mill, 
and  in  possession  of  the  millers,  nor  in  any 
wise  distinguished  and  identifled  separately 
from  other  barrels  of  the  same  brands,  do 
not  give  the  railroad  company  any  such 
title  to  any  particular  825  barrels  of  flour 
in  the  mill  as  will  entitle  it  to  have  posses- 
sion through  an  action  of  trover  and  bail 
against  a  receiver  of  the  millers'  property 
after  they  become  insolvent.  Central  R.  & 
Bkg.  Co.  V.  Flanders,  51  Ga.  553. 

A  separation  and  appropriation  of  a  defi- 
nite number  of  barrels  of  fiour  at  a  mill, 
with  intent  to  deliver  them  to  the  buyer, 
is  sufficient  to  pass  the  property  in  them 
under  a  contract  of  sale,  although  weigh- 
ing, measuring,  or  counting  may  after- 
wards be  necessary  to  adjust  and  determine 
the  final  anrount  of  the  price.  Southwest- 
ern Freight  &  Cotton  Press  Co.  v.  Stanard, 
44  Mo.  71,  100  Am.  Dec.  255. 

7.  Sugar  and  moloaaes. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  definite  number  of  bar- 
rels of  sugar,  constituting  a  part  of  a  larger 
number  owned  by  the  vendor,  when  there  is 
no  selection  or  setting  aside  of  any  specific 
barrels  from  the  entire  lot  in  store,  the  con- 
tract remains  executory  and  the  title  does 
not  pass.    Doane  v.  Dunham,  65  111.  612. 

There  is  a  sufficient  delivery  and  accept- 
ance to  take  out  of  the  statute  of  frauds 
an  oral  sale  of  20  hogsheads  of  sugar  when 
the  purchaser  receives  and  removes  4  of 
them,  and  the  seller  fills  from  his  store, 
and  sets  aside  for  the  buyer,  the  other  16, 
and  notifies  the  purchaser  that  they  are 
ready  for  him  to  take  away.  Rhode  v. 
Thwaites,  6  Barn.  &  C.  388. 

A  sale  by  sugar  refiners  to  a  broker  of 
a  certain  number  of  "titlers"  or  sugar 
loaves  then  lying  in  the  seller's  warehouse, 
under  a  trade  custom  to  retain  the  goods 
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until  resold,  during  two  months,  at  the  sell- 
er's risk,  and  to  collect  in  one  month  a  price 
estimated  by  the  average  usual  weight  of 
each  "titler,"  adjusting  differences  as  the 
sugar  is  weighed  and  taken  away,  and  not 
to  set  aside  or  weigh  any  until  called  for 
by  the  purchaser's  customers,  passes  the 
property,  or,  at  least,  the  risk  of  its  loss 
.or  damage,  to  the  buyer,  after  he  has  paid 
the  estimated  price  and  the  two  months  have 
elapsed,  notwithstanding  no  particular  sugar 
is  set  aside  and  weighed,  and  the  exact 
\vcight  yet  remains  to  be  determined, 
and  the  precise  price  to  be  known  and  ad- 
justed. Martineau  t.  Kitching,  20  L.  T.  N. 
S.  836. 

Upon  a  sale  by  a  debtor  to  his  creditor, 
in  payment  of  the  debt,  of  350  hogsheads  of 
molasses  and  25  pipes  of  rum,  set  apart  in  a 
shed,  with  an  agreement  to  deliver,  the 
whole  to  be  gauged  by  a  third  person  named, 
followed  by  the  gauging  accordingly,  and  a 
surrender  of  the  evidences  of  the  debt,  ac- 
companied by  a  direction  from  the  debtor 
to  the  creditor  to  go  to  the  place  of  storage 
and  haul  the  molasses  and  rum  away,  in 
turn  followed  by  the  creditor's  marliing 
with  bis  initials  the  hogsheads  and  pipes, 
operates  to  transfer  -the  title  and  right  of 
property  to  the  rum  and  molasses  from  the 
debtor  to  the  creditor,  and  entitles  the  lat- 
ter to  recover  the  goods  from  a  sheriff  who 
levied  on  them  an  execution  against  the 
debtor.    Smyth  v.  Craig,  3  Watts  &  S.  14. 

An  agreement  by  a  debtor  with  his  credit- 
or to  let  certain  hogsheads  of  molasses  in 
his  possession,  identified  by  exhibition  and 
counting  off  in  rows  in  a  particular  place, 
beginning  at  a  designated  place,  stand  either 
08  the  creditor's  property  or  as  collateral 
security  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  in 
consideration  of  an  extension  of  credit  upon 
it,  and  a  covenant  upon  the  debtor's  part  to 
distill  rum  from  such  molasses,  and  send 
the  liquor  to  the  creditor,  to  be  sold  and 
applied  in  liquidation  of  the  debt,  does  not 
amount  either  to  a  sale  or  a  delivery  of 
possession  in  pawn  of  the  molasses,  and 
the  creditor  cannot  maintain  replevin  to 
gain  it.    Ibid. 

Upon  a  sale  by  the  owner  of  100  out  of 
125  barrels  of  molasses,  all  contained  in 
his  cellar,  and  all  containing  differing  and 
uncertain  quantities  of  the  syrup,  where 
there  is  no  segregation,  no  selection  of  par- 
ticular barrels,  no  marking  of  those  sold, 
and  no  removal  of  the  subject  of  the  sale, 
no  property  or  title  passes  to  the  buyer  or 
his  assignee.  Hutchinson  v.  Hunter,  7  Fa. 
140. 

S.  Provisions. 

A  bill  of  sale  of  barrels  of  mackerel, 
which  describes  them  as  marked  No.  1,  No. 
2,  and  No.  3,  will  pass  the  title  to  the 
mackerel  sold,  if  it  includes  the  entire 
number  of  barrels  of  the  designated  num- 
bers which  the  vendor  has  on  hand;  but 
if  it  embraces  only  a  part  of  the  quantity 
of  barrels  in  the  vendor's  possession,  no 
title  will  pass  by  it  unless  and  until  there 
'M  L.R.A.tN.S.) 


are  separated,  particularly  designated,  and 
identified,  those  which  were  sold.  Bopes  t. 
Lane,  9  Allen,  502. 

An  order  and  acceptance  between  buver 
and  seller,  to  purchase  a  definite  nmnlier 
of  tubs  of  butter  of  a  designated  quality 
at  a  steted  price  per  pound,  makes  an  exe- 
cuted sale  when  the  vendor  takes  the  requi- 
site number  out  of  his  storehouse,  weighs 
the  butter,  and  sends  a  bill  for  it,  setting 
apart,  appropriating,  and  marking  for  tlie 
purchaser  the  goods  called  for  by  the  con- 
tract. Mitehell  t.  Le  Clair,  165  Mass.  308, 
43  N.  E.  117. 

9.  Distilled   and   fertnented   liquors. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  half  gallon  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquor,  to  be  drawn  from  a  cask  and 
pourea  into  a  jug  by  the  vendor,  and  de- 
livered to  a  carrier  for  the  purchaser,  the 
•ale  is  executory  and  incomplete  while  the 
liquor  remains  in  the  cask,  and  until  the 
quantity  purchased  is  token  out,  no  title 
passes.  Herron  y.  State,  61  Ark.  133,  10 
S.  W.  25. 

One  indicted  for  the  illegal  sale  of 
whisky  cannot  be  convicted  upon  testimony 
which  shows  that  he  was  in  the  act  of 
drawing  off  the  quantity  of  liquor  alleged 
to  have  been  sold  from  a  barrel  containing 
a  larger  quantity  when  he  was  arrested, 
before  the  separation  was  complete,  and  a 
delivery  was  never  made.  Fleming  ▼.  Stete, 
106  Ga.  359,  32  S.  £.  338. 

A  purchase  and  sale  of  a  quantity  of 
spirituous  liquor  out  of  a  cask  containing 
a  larger  quantity  is  not  completed  so  as 
to  pass  the  title  until  the  liquor  is  drawn 
off  and  separated  from  the  contenU  of  the 
cask.     Thomas  v.  State,  37  Miss.  353. 

But  the  drawing  off  and  actual  delivery 
to  the  purchaser  of  a  lesser  quantity  than 
that  sold  constitute  an  executed  sale  of  so 
much  as  is  actually  delivered.     Ibid. 

Upon  a  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  of  cer- 
tain quantities  and  qualities,^  no  title  passes 
to  the  buyer  until  the  liquors'  sold  have  been 
drawn  off,  measured,  and  set  aside  for  de- 
livery.    Banchor  v.  Warren,  33  N.  H.  183. 

Goods  consisting  of  liquors  drawn  off  from 
the  bulk  in  the  seller's  possession,  pursu- 
ant to  an  order  from  a  purchaser,  and  put 
in  packages  labeled  with  the  buyer's  name, 
and  placed  separate  and  apart,  ready  for 
delivery,  are  sufficiently  separated  and  iden- 
tified to  complete  the  sale,  and  pass  title 
from  seller  to  buyer.  Lynch  v.  O'Donnell, 
127  Mass.  311;  Frank  v.  Hoey,  128  Mass. 
203. 

An  offer  and  acceptence  by  letter  to  sell 
10  barrels  of  whisky,  followed  by  a  segrega- 
tion of  them  from  other  barrels  of  whisky 
in  the  seller's  bonded  warehouse,  and  the 
issuing  of  an  invoice  and  warehouse  receipts 
for  them,  make  an  executed  contract  of  pur- 
chase and  sale  which  transfers  a  title  to 
the  purchaser,  although  only  2  out  of  the 
10  barrels  are  actually  shipped  to  him. 
Julius  Kessler  &  Co.  v.  Veio,  142  Mich.  471, 
106  N.  W.  73;  Julius  Kessler  &  Co.  v. 
Zacharias,  145  Mich.  698,  108  N.  W.  1012; 
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Julius  Kessler  &  Co.  v.  Lackie,  148  Mich. 
3S4.  109  N.  W.  671. 

When  a  statute  requires  a  mortgage  or 
transfer  of  personal  property  to  be  accom- 
panied by  an  actual,  open,,  and  visible 
change  of  possession  in  order  to  be  valid 
against  strangers,  it  is  not  sufficient,  upon 
a  sale  of  a  number  of  barrels  of  whisky, 
to  set  them  aside  in  a  place  by  themselves, 
specifically  marked  as  the  property  of  the 
buyer,  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the 
statute,  notwithstanding,  as  between  the 
parties,  the  title  passes.  Story  v.  Cordell, 
13  Mont.  204,  33  Pac.  6. 

On  an  oral  sale  at  a  stated  price  of  two 
puncheons  of  rum,  to  remain  in  bond  free, 
by  wine  and  spirit  merchants  who  keep 
a  bonded  warehouse  in  which  they  take  for 
hire,  to  store,  the  goods  of  others,  evidence 
that  the  sellers  entered  the  sale  in  the 
warehouse  books,  and  thus  lost  the  right 
to  take  out  the  subject  of  it  on  their  own 
account,  that  they  rendered  the  buyer  an 
invoice,  showing  the  terms  of  sale  and  the 
marks  and  numbers  on  the  puncheons,  and 
that  the  buyer,  from  time  to  time  there- 
after, requested  them  to  take  back  or  buy 
again  the  rum  from  him,  is  sufficient,  in 
an  action  to  recover  the  purchase  price,  to 
carry  the  case  to  the  jury  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  a  delivery  and  acceptance  such  as 
to  take  the  sale  out  of  the  statute  of  frauds. 
Castle  v.  Sworder,  6  Hurlst  &  N.  828. 

In  Anderson  v.  Scot,  1  Campb.  235,  note, 
a  buyer  went  to  the  vendor's  cellar,  and 
there  selected  several  pipes  of  wine,  agree- 
ing orally  to  pay  a  named  price,  whereupon 
the  spills  or  pegs  by  which  the  wine  was 
tasted  were  cut  off,  and  the  buyer's  initials 
were  marked  on  the  casks  by  the  vendor's 
clerk,  in  the  buyer's  presence,  who  then  and 
there  made  a  minute  of  the  gauge  numbers; 
and  Lord  EUenborough  held  that  there  was 
such  a  delivery  and  acceptance  as  to  take 
the  case  out  of  the  statute  of  frauds. 

The  marking  by  a  seller,  before  the  terms 
of  payment  have  been  settled,  of  casks  of 
wine  lying  in  the  docks,  orally  sold,  with 
the  buyer's  initials,  at  his  request,  is  not 
a  sufficient  delivery  and  acceptance  to  take 
the  contract  out  of  the  statute  of  frauds. 
Proctor  V.  Jones,  2  Car.  &  P.  632. 

Upon  a  sale  and  payment  tv  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  purchase  price  of  a  definite 
number  of  gallons  of  beer,  to  be  drawn  from 
time  to  time  from  the  vats  of  a  brewery, 
and  delivered  upon  the  buyer's  orders,  no 
title  passes  as  against  an  assignee  of  the 
seller  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  where 
the  beer  is  not  drawn  off  and  appropriated 
to  the  bnyer  from  the  rest  of  the  stock. 
Stein  Brewing  Co.  v.  Eberhard,  23  Ky. 
L.  Rep  325,  62  S.  W.  881.  Following  Fer- 
guson V.  Northern  Bank,  14  Bush,  555,  29 
Am.  Rep.  418,  and  Mercer  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Hawkins,  104  Ky.  171,  46  B.  W.  717. 

lO.  EaaetttUU  otla. 

TTpon  a  sale  of  an  entire  crop  of  oil  of 
peppermint,  produced  by  the  seller  on  his 
fann  in  a  enlain  year, 'at  a  stated  rate  the 
2t  ULA.(K.S.) 


pound,  to  be  delivered  in  bottles  fumishled 
by  the  buyer  for  the  purpose,  the  title  passes 
as  soon  as  the  bottles  that  the  buyer  has 
furnished  are  filled  with  the  oil.  Langton 
V.  Higgins,  4  Hurlst  &  N.  402.  Following 
Aldridge  v.  Johnson,  7  El.  ft  Bl.  886. 

The  case  of  Dows  v.  Morewood,  10  Barb. 
183,  was  one  in  which  the  facts  were  com- 
plicated. A  firm  in  Phelps,  New  York,  drew 
drafts  upon  the  plaintiffs,  a  firm  in  New 
York  city,  which  the  latter  accepted,  and 
paid  at  maturity.  Later,  another  draft  was 
drawn  in  the  same  way,  and  accepted  also, 
but  not  paid.  At  the  time  the  several  drafts 
were  drawn,  the  drawers  issued  warehouse 
receipts  to  the  i>laintiffs  for  certain  lots 
of  oil  of  peppermint,  contained  in  a  stated 
number  of  cans,  and  of  an  aggregate  stated 
weight,  held  in  store,  and  agreed  to  ship 
them  to  the  plaintiffs,  to  be  sold  to  pay  the 
drafts,  and  subject  to  no  charges  except 
for  transportation.  The  plaintiffs  after- 
wards visited  Phelps  and  were  shown  the 
oil  in  the  tins,  and  arranged  for  its  ship- 
ment in  bottles,  which  they  had  made,  and 
furnished  for  the  purpose,  labeled  with  their 
name.  The  warehousemen  shipped  by  canal 
boat,  packed  in  such  bottles,  but  addressed 
to  themselves,  in  care  of  the  defendants,  a 
number  of  boxes  or  cans  of  oil  equal  to 
those  called  for  by  the  last  receipt,  and 
represented  by  the  unpaid  draft.  The  de- 
fendants received  the  consignment,  but  re- 
fused to  deliver  it  to  the  plaintiffs,  on  pay- 
ment of  the  freight  only,  and  the  plaintiffs 
replevied.  The  court  was  of  opinion  that 
the  title  to  the'  oil  had  passed  to  the  plain- 
tiffs, and  that  they  were  entitled  to  recover. 

11.  Standing  Umber. 

An  Outright  sale  -  of  certain  standing 
trees,  to  be  selected  by  the  purchaser,  passes 
title  as  soon  as  the  buyer  makes  his  choice 
and  marks  the  particular  trees.  M'Coy'v. 
Herbert,   9   Leigh,   648,   33   Am.   Dec.   260. 

When  standing  trees  are  sold  in  contem- 
plation of  immediate  separation  from  the 
soil  as  chattels,  the  selection  and  marking 
of  them  by  the  purchaser,  with  the  knowl- 
edge and  consent  of  the  seller,  is  a  con- 
structive delivery,  and  passes  the  title. 
Byassee  v.  Reese,  4  Met.  (Ky.)  372,  83 
Am.  Dec.  481. 

A  sale  by  a  landowner  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  cords  of  wood  in  the  trees  standing, 
to  be  taken  clean  from  one  side  until 
the  amount  is  all  cut,  the  quantity  to  be 
ascertained  by  piling  and  measuring  the 
wood  as  cut,  passes  both  title  and  posses- 
sion to  the  wood  as  fast  as  it  is  cut,  as 
against  the  landowner's  creditors,  even  be- 
fore the  measurement  is  completed  and  the 
quantity  ascertained.  Fitch  v.  Burk,  38 
Vt.  083. 

The  court  in  this  case  considered  that 
the  landowner  never  owned  the  cut  wood. 
He  owned  only  the  standing  timber  as  real 
property,  and  the  conversion  of  it  into  per- 
sonal property  tp«o  facto  operated  to  trans- 
fer title  to  the  purchaser.  The  transac- 
tion was  not  a  gale  of  cord  wood,  but  a 
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sale  of  standing  timber,  with  the  right  to 
manufacture  cord  wood  from  it. 

A  sale  of  timber  trees  standing  upon  the 
land  of  the  seller,  in  number  sufficient  to 
make  a  certain  quantity  of  staves,  passes 
no  title  to  any  particular  trees,  and  gives 
the  purchaser  no  right,  without  the  seller's 
consent,  to  enter  upon  the  land  and  cut  any 
timber  until  the  trees  are  marked  and  desig- 
nated, so  as  to  identify  the  particular  sub- 
ject ot  the  sale.  Moss  v.  Meshew,  8  Bush, 
187. 

A  sale  of  enough  trees  standing  upon  the 
vendor's  land  to  make  a  specified  number  of 
feet  of  lumber  does  not  pass  the  title  to 
any  particular  trees,  nor  give  the  purchaser 
any  right  to  enter  upon  the  land  and  cut 
the  timber  without  the  seller's  consent. 
Lockeshan  v.  Miller,  16  Ky.  L.  Rep.  55. 

A  sale  of  standing  timber  upon  the  vend- 
or's land,  to  be  cut  upon  a  particular  part 
of  it,  and  to  be  suitable  to  make  staves, 
passes  no  title  until  trees  are  marked  and 
designated  so  as  to  identify  them.    Ibid. 

We  concede  that  it  is  the  settled  doctrine 
of  this  state,  said  the  court  in  Lockeshan 
V.  Miller,  supra,  that  a  sale  of  standing 
trees,  in  contemplation  of  their  immediate 
separation  from  the  soil  by  either  the  ven- 
dor or  the  vendee,  when  they  are  selected 
and  marked  by  the  purchaser  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  jseller,  is  a 
constructive  severance  and  delivery  of  them, 
and  that  this  contract  is  enforceable  not 
only  against  the  owner  of  the  land,  but 
against  any  subsequent  purchaser  thereof 
with  notice  of  the  sale. 

Upon  a  sale  of  standing  timber,  the  title 
does  not  pass  until  the  trees  are  measured, 
cotmted,  marked,  or  in  some  other  way  iden- 
tified and  designated  as  the  subject-matter 
of  the  sale.  McCoy  v.  Fraley  (Ky.)  113  S. 
W.  444. 

Upon  a  contract  by  the  owners  of  wood- 
land with  another  person,  by  which  the  lat- 
ter purchased  the  standing  timber  upon 
about  8  acres  of  land,  agreeing  to  cut,  cord, 
and  have  the  wood  measured  by  a  sworn 
surveyor,  and  pay  a  stated  price  the  cord, 
and  receive  half  the  refuse  gratis,  no  title 
passes  to  the  wood  cut  and  corded  until 
it  has  been  surveyed  according  to  the  con- 
tract.   Barnard  v.  Poor,  21  Pick.  378. 

A  contract  for  the  sale  of  all  the  pine 
trees  that  the  vendee  may  choose  to  take, 
and  an  agreement  by  the  latter  to  pay  a 
certain  sum  for  the  pine  cut,  passes  no  title 
imtil  after  a  selection  of  the  trees  has 
been  made  and  the  timber  cut.  Pflatner 
V.  Bird,  43  Mich.  14,  4  N.  W.  025. 

Upon  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  logs, 
made  while  they  are  still  in  the  forest  as 
standing  trees,  which  are  yet  to  be  selected, 
and  which  contemplates  cutting  and  bank- 
ing and  the  ascertainment  of  quantity  and 
quality,  and  where  the  purchaser  has  a  right 
to  inspect  and  reject  all  not  up  to  a  cer- 
tain standard,  no  title  to  them  passes  by  a 
deposit  of  them  at  the  place  agreed  upon 
for  delivery  until  after  the  purchaser  nas 
either  accepted  them  upon  inspection,  or 
waived  his  right  so  to  do;  until  that  time 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


they  are  at  the  seller's  risk.  Sempel  ▼. 
Northern  Hardwood  Lumber  Co.  (Iowa)  121 
N.  W.  23,  reversing  on  rehearing,  116-  N. 
W.  899. 

A  sale  by  a  landowner  of  any  of  his  black 
walnut  trees,  not  exceeding  fifteen  in  num- 
ber, between  8  feet,  6  inches  and  10  feet 
in  circumference,  at  a  certain  price,  and 
all  larger  ones  at  another  and  higher  price, 
with  license  to  the  buyer  to  enter  upon 
the  land  and  cut  and  remove  his  purchase, 
passes  title  to  the  trees  when  it  is  estab- 
lished that  there  were  less  than  fifteen 
trees  that  answered  the  description,  al- 
though it  would  have  been  otherwise  had 
there  been  a  greater  number  of  such  trees, 
because  in  that  case  there  would  be  no 
identification  of  the  particular  tree  sold. 
Dunkart  v.  Rineheart,  89  N.  C.  357. 


X9.  Logs  and  cord  wood. 

Upon  an  agreement  between  the  owner 
of  timber  land  and  a  woodcutter,  that  the 
latter  is  to  cut,  haul,  and  deliver  logs  to 
a  designated  third  person,  who  is  to  sell  the  , 
timber  and  reserve  from  the  proceeds  of 
sale  a  certain  amount  per  thousand  feet  for 
the  owner  of  the  land,  no  title  passes  to 
the  woodcutter  to  any  of  the  logs  until 
they  are  delivered  to  the  designated  bailee, 
and  they  are  not  subject  to  seizure  by  his 
creditors.  Jordan  v.  Jones,  110  Oa.  47,  35 
S.  E.  161. 

In  the  case  of  Jordan  v.  Jones,  supra, 
the  court  said:  In  our  investigations  of 
authorities  we  have  been  unable  to  find  a 
case  like  this;  the  relation  established  be- 
tween Jordan  (the  landowner)  and  Adams 
(the  woodcutter)  by  their  agreement  has 
some  of  the  elements  of  an  executory  agree- 
ment, some  of  a  partnership,  some  of  a 
conditional  sale,  and  many  of  the  elements 
of  a  bailment;  whatever  it  may  be,  we  are 
clear  that  the  title  to  the  logs  did  not 
pass  to  Adams,  and  they  were  not  therefore 
subject  to  an  execution  against  him. 

It  is  a  good  delivery  of  a  quantity  of 
logs  lying  in  a  stream  of  water,  in  a  raft, 
by  themselves,  upon  a  sale  thereof,  when 
the  seller  conducts  the  purchaser  to  the 
place  where  they  lie,  and  points  them  out 
to  him  as  the  subject  of  the  sale,  and  gives 
him  permission  to  remove  them.  Jewett 
V.  Warren,  12  Mass.  300,  7  Am.  Dec.  74. 

Symbolic  delivery  of  a  large  number  of 
logs  landed  on  '  a  stream  preparatory  to 
driving  is  a  sufficient  deliveiy,  even  as 
against  subsequent  purchasers,  where  the 
vendee's  mark  is  put  upon  the  logs  as  they 
are  thus  landed,  although  the  seller  is  bound 
by  the  contract  of  sale  to  deliver  the  logs 
at  a  designated  place,  several  miles  down 
stream.  Bethel  Steam  Mill  Co.  v.  Brown, 
67  Me.  9,  99  Am.  Dec.  762;  Hagins  v. 
Combs,  102  Ky.  165,  43  S.  W.  222. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  quantity  of  logs  at  tho 
market  price,  in  a  particular  place,  and  at 
a  particular  time,  the  branding  of  the 
logs  sold  in  such  a  way  as  to  identify  them 
as   the   property   of   the   buyer    is    a   con- 
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■tructire  delivery,  and  makes  the  sale  an 
executed  one.    Hagins  t.  Combs,  supra. 

When  the  owner  of  a  raft  of  timber  agrees 
upon  a  sale  thereof  to  the  owner  of  a  saw- 
mill, at  a  stated  price  the  thousand  feet,  to 
be  delivered  and  paid  for  after  inspection, 
measurement,  and  acceptance,  the  title  does 
not  pass  before  these  things  are  accom- 
plished, simply  by  impounding  the  raft  in 
a  timber  pen,  where  all  timber  belonging 
to  the  mill  owner  is  kept.  Devane  v.  Fen- 
nell,  24  N.  C.   (2  Ired.  L.)  36. 

A  sale  of  a  certain  number  of  sticks  of 
timber,  consisting  partly  of  oak,  pine,  and 
other  woods,  lying  in  particular  places,  upon 
an  agreement  to  pay  the  market  price  at 
another  place  when  the  sticks  are  measured, 
delivered,  and  inspected,  at  a  future  date, 
passes  no  title  to  the  purchaser  before 
measurement,  delivery,  and  inspection  have 
been  made.  M'Donald  v.  Hewett,  15  Johns. 
349,  8  Am.  Dec.  241. 

When,  by  a  contract  of  sale  of  the  trunks 
of  trees  that  have  been  felled  and  lie  upon 
the  ground,  a  landowner  sells  such  as  are 
selected  and  marked  by  the  purchaser,  but 
is  to  keep  the  tops  and  side  limbs,  and  cut 
them  off  before  sending  the  logs  to  the 
buyer,  the  proper^  does  not  pass  until 
the  severance  is  effected,  even  though  the 
price  for  the  whole  is  paid,  and  a  part  of 
the  trunks  are  actually  delivered;  so  that,, 
if  the  buyer,  after  the  seller  has'  become 
bankrupt,  enters  the  n-ounds  and  takes  pos- 
session of  the  marked  trees,  and,  after  cut- 
ting away  the  tops  and  limbs,  removes  the 
logs,  he  is  liable  for  their  value  to  the 
assignee  in  bankruptcy.  Acraman  v.  Mor- 
rice,  8  C.  B.  449. 

A  contract  reciting  that  one  firm  sells 
and  another  buys  a  quantity  of  red  pine 
timber,  the  property  of  a  third  person,  but 
under  the  control  of  the  sellers,  lying  at 
a  certain  place  in  a  named  stream,  and 
stated  by  the  owner  to  consist  of  1,391  pieces, 
measuring  50,000  feet,  more  or  less,  to  be 
delivered  on  or  before  a  named  date  in  the 
future,  and  to  be  paid  for  by  the  pur- 
chaser's promissory  notes  at  a  named  price 
the  foot,  measured  off,  excess  to  be  paid 
for  at  the  same  rate,  and  refund  to  be  made 
in  case  of  shortage,  constitutes  an  executory 
agreement  to  sell,  and  not  a  sale,  and  there- 
fore passes  no  present  property  or  title. 
Logan  V.  Le  Mesurier,  6  Moore,  P.  C.  C. 
118. 

A  contract  to  sell  and  deliver  a  cer- 
tain definite  number  of  cords  of  rails  of 
good,  merchantable,  oak  timber,  closely 
piled  on  a  side  track  of  a  designated  rail- 
road, is  not  executed  or  complete  bv  the 
action  of  the  seller  in  piling  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  rails  at  the  designated  place, 
ready  lor  delivery  under  that  and  other 
contracts  with  other  persons,  without  any 
separation  of  the  rails  appropriated  to  each 
contract.  Lum  v.  Hale  (Tex.  Civ.  App.) 
"5  S.  W.  359. 

Under  a  contract  by  the  possessor  of 
woodland  to  cut,  manufacture,  and  deliver 
alongside  a  railroad  for  a  stated  sum  each, 
1,000  railroad  ties,  good  and  suitable  for 
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making  railroad  track,  payment  to  be  made 
as  the  work  progressed,  and  the  ties  to 
belong  to  the  buyer  as  soon  as  the  trees 
were  severed  from  their  stumps,  the  fact 
that  the  vendor  cut,  hewed,  and  hauled  to 
the  lands  of  a  third  person  logs  long  enough 
to  make  from  2  to  5  ties  'each,  to  the 
number  of  800,  and  was  paid  for  that 
many,  and  then  and  there  pointed  the  logs 
out  to  the  vendee,  saying,  "Here  are  your 
ties,"  did  not  transfer  the  property  and 
ownership  of  800  ties  to  the  purchaser, 
where  the  latter  declined  acceptance  until 
after  an  inspection  and  culling  out  of  the 
ties  had  been  made.  Stephens  v.  Santee, 
49  K.  Y.  36,  reversing  51  Barb.  532. 

The  case  of  Logan  v.  Le  Mesurier,  supra, 
was  distinguished  in  Gilmour  v.  Supple, 
11  Moore,  P.  C.  C.  551,  on  the  ground  that 
in  the  latter  case  no  future  nieasurement 
of  the  raft  was  contemplated;  but  that  the 
seller,  having  had  it  measured  by  one  whose 
position  avouched  his  accuracy,  delivered 
the  certificates  showing  the  exact  measure- 
ment to  the  purchaser  at  the  time  of  sale. 

It  is  sufficient  to  constitute  an  executed 
sale  of  a  quantity  of  wood,  making  a  defi- 
nite number  of  cords  out  of  a  larger  quanti- 
ty, piled  upon  the  land  of  the  seller,  when 
the  portion  sold  has  been  measured  and 
marked  off  from  the  mass,  so  as  to  be 
specifically  distinguished  and  identified ;  but 
this  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  retention 
of  a  lien  for  the  purchase  price  by  the 
vendor.  Arnold  v.  Delano,  4  Cush.  33,  50 
Am.  Dec.  754. 

An  agreement  for  the  sale  of  200  cords  of 
hard  wood  at  a  specified  price,  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  first  6  tiers,  and  so  much  as 
should  be  required  of  the  seventh  tier  of  a 
pile  of  350  or  400  cords  of  both  hard  and 
soft  wood,  indiscriminately  mixed,  to  be  re- 
moved by  the  purchaser  and  to  be  measured 
as  taken,  with  the  soft  wood  thrown  out,  is 
an  executory  contract  of  sale  only,  and  in- 
complete, transferring  no  title  until  the 
portion  of  wood  covered  by  the  contract  of 
sale  has  been  selected,  separated,  measured, 
and  specifically  identified.  Hahn  v.  Fred- 
ericks, 30  Mich.  223,  18  Am.  Rep.  119. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  quantity  of  wood  con- 
tained in  a,  general  pile,  not  measured,  iden- 
tified, set  apart,  or  appropriated  specifically 
to  the  purchaser,  a  mere  notice  from  seller 
to  buyer  that  the  wood  is  at  the  place  of 
delivery,  when  the  vendor  continues  to  sell 
wood  out  of  the  same  genera]  pile  to  other 
buyers,  is  not  such  a  delivery  as  passes  the 
title  and  gives  the  seller  a  right  to  recover 
the  contract  price,  even  where  the  purchaser 
has  taken  and  paid  for  a  part  of  his  pur- 
chase. England  v.  Mortland,  3  Mo.  App. 
490. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  quantity  of  wood  lying 
in  the  woodyard  of  the  seller,  there  is  a  suHl- 
cient  delivery  to  the  purchaser  to  pass  the 
title  when  such  purchaser,  accompanied  by 
an  agent  of  the  seller,  proceeds  to  the  yard, 
makes  a  selection  of  the  quantity  purchased 
in  bundles  piled  one  above  another  in  sepa- 
rate piles  by  themselves,  each  marked  to 
show  the  number  of  feet  it  contains,  and 
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counted  to  the  purchaser  by  such  marks,  and 
there  is  an  agreement  that  the  purchaser 
may  take  it  away  the  next  morning,  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  too  late  to  remove  it  the 
same  day.  State  use  of  Holland  t.  Knapp, 
S.  &  Co.  Co.  13  Mo.  App.  487. 

The  title  passes  upon  a  sale  of  1,000  out 
of  1,800  cords  of  wood  lying  in  a  particular 
place,  terms  and  price  being  agreed  upon, 
to  be  selected  and  removed  by  the  pur- 
chaser, and  paid  for  by  a  named  date. 
Williams  v.  Leon  &  H.  B.  Land  Co.  (Xex. 
Civ.  App.)  66  S.  W.  374. 

A  sale  for  a  consideration  presently  paid, 
of  196  cords  of  wood,  to  be  taken  out  of  2 
piles  lying  in  a  certain  place,  and  contain- 
ing 200  cords,  an  agreement  by  the  buyer 
to  stand  the  loss  in  case  the  wood  should 
be  burned,  does  not,  without  separating  and 
setting  apart  the  wood  sold  from  the  Dulk, 
pass,  as  against  the  vendor's  assignee  for 
creditors,  any  title  or  property  in  any 
particular  wood  to  the  purchaser.  Haverson 
V.  Smith,  16  Manitoba  L.  Rep.  204. 

The  conclusion  in  this  particular  case  was 
in  the  report  also  rested  upon  a  failure  to 
comply  with,  in  respect  of  a  change  of  pos- 
session of  the  wood,  a  local  statute  called 
the  bills  of  sale  and  chattel  mortgage  act. 
Rev.  Stat  of  Manitoba,  1902,  chap.  11. 

13.  Tan  bark. 

A  sale  of  a  quantity  of  tan  bark  meas- 
ured and  classified,  lying  in  the  wood  at  a 
distance  of  several  miles  from  a  railroad, 
in  a  condition  fit  for  immediate  delivery,  at 
an  agreed  price,  covering  haulage  to  the 
railroad  and  loading  on  cars,  accompanied 
by  a  part  payment  on  account  of  the  price, 
passes  immediately  the  property  to  the  buy- 
er.   Craig  V.  Beardmore,  7  Ont.  L.  Rep.  674. 

14.  iMniber, 

(a)  Cut. 

When  a  quantity  of  lumber  sold  is  desig- 
nated and  set  apart  from  the  mass  of  which 
it  was  a  part,  the  contract  of  sale  is  exe- 
cuted as  between  buyer  and  seller,  and  the 
buyer  has  a  right  to  take  immediate  pos- 
session. Jewett  V.  Lincoln,  14  Me.  116, 
3]  Am.  Dec.  36. 

When  the  vendors  of  a  large  quantity  of 
lumber  sold  out  of  a  stock  direct  the  pur- 
chasers to  mark  the  lumber  purchased  in 
their  own  names,  and  the  purchasers  do 
BO  immediately,  it  is  sufficient  to  sustain 
a  finding  of  fact  that  the  lumber  sold  was 
delivered  by  the  sellers  to  the  purchasers  at 
the  tim«  of  the  sale.  Smith  v.  Jones,  63 
Ark.  232,  37  S.  W.  1052. 

Upon  a  sale  of  certain  specific  piles  of 
lumber,  particularly  designated  and  marked, 
and  a  transfer  of  the  possession  from  the  sel- 
ler to  an  agent  appointed  by  the  purchaser, 
althougli  such  agent  is  an  employee  of  the 
seller,  and  the  lumber  is  not  removed  from 
its  former  position,  the  title  passes,  not- 
withstanding there  is  yet  to  be  ascertained 
the  price  upon  a  future  inspection.  Colwell 
V.  Keystone  Iron  Co.  36  Mfch.  61. 
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If  a  buyer  of  a  quantity  of  lumber,  to  be 
taken  out  of  and  measured  from  a  larger 
quantity,  belonging  to  the  seller,  and  to  be 
of  average  quality  and  thickness,  takes  and 
carries  away  what  he  claims  to  have  pur- 
chased, before  it  has  been  selected,  separated, 
and  measured,  and  without  the  consent  of 
the  vendor,  the  latter  may  maintain  tres- 
pass against  him.  Ockington  v.  Richey,  41 
N.  H.  275. 

An  agreement  by  the  purchaser  of  a  boiler 
to  pay  for  it  with  40,000  feet  of  lumber, 
deliverable  on  a  future  date,  at  a  designated 
place,  is  fully  performed  and  the  title  to  the 
lumber  passes  when  the  lumber  has  been 
sawed,  piled  in  another  spot,  marked  with 
the  name  of  the  transferee,  and  notice  given 
to  him,  pursuant  to  which  he  attends,  and, 
being  shown  the  lumber,  accepts  it  as  pay- 
ment for  the  boiler.  Woodford  v.  Patter- 
son, 32  Barb.  630. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  definite  number  of  feet 
of  lumber,  part  to  be  of  one  and  part  of 
another  quality  and  finish,  to  be  selected 
from  a  larger  quantity,  piled  in  the  ven- 
dor's yards,  and  planed,  prepared  for  deliv- 
ery, inspected,  and  accepted,  without  setting 
apart  from  the  mass,  or  designating  in  any 
way  the  particular  lumber  sold,  the  contract 
is  executory,  and  passes  no  title  until  the 
selection,  planing,  and  preparation  of  the 
lumber  is  complete.  Chambers  v.  Austin, 
57  App.  Div.  359,  68  N.  Y.  Supp.  53. 

When  the  owner  of  lumber  enters  into  an 
executory  contract  to  sell  the  same  to  an- 
other, by  the  terms  of  which  the  title  is  to 
pass  to  the  purchaser  only  when  and  as  fast 
as  the  lumber  is  delivered  on  board  cars  at 
a  named  station,  and  the  buyer,  in  turn, 
assumes  to  sell  such  lumber  to  a  third  per- 
son, whereupon  the  owner,  on  receiving  no- 
tice of  the  transaction,  expresses  himself  as 
having  no  objection  to  delivering  the  lum- 
ber pursuant  to  the  subcontract  the  fact 
tnat  the  parties  thereupon  proceed  to  the 
mill  yard  and  count,  number,  and  mark,  as 
sold  and  delivered  to  the  third  party,  the 
lumber  suitable  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  con- 
tract, is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to  pass  title 
to  such  lumber,  and  to  make  the  sale  an  exe- 
cuted one.  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Peck,  61 
App.  Div.  258,  70  N.  Y.  Supp.  471 

Under  a  contract  of  sale  of  a  certain  per- 
centage of  a  season's  product  of  lumber  at 
a  certain  mill,  at  an  agreed  rate  per  thou- 
sand, to  be  piled  and  loaded  on  cars  from 
time  to  time,  after  measurement,  but  not  to 
be  shipped  until  paid  for,  the  mere  facts  that 
large  advances  had  been  made  on  the  con- 
tract, and  that  certain  piles  of  lumber  in  the 
mill  yard  had  been  measured  and  marked 
with  the  vendee's  initials,  without  more,  do 
not  prove  that  the  title  to  those  particular 
piles  passed.  Galloway  v.  Week,  64  Wis. 
604,  12  N.  W.  10. 

.  A  contract  for  the  sale  of  certain  mer- 
chantable lumber,  to  be  delivered  on  skids 
at  the  end  of  the  mill,  assorted  in  lengths, 
and  if  less  than  a  certain  dimension,  in  sizes 
piled  separately  by  themselves,  according  to 
kind,  is  executory,  and  passes  no  title  until 
there  is  a  separation  of  the  good  from  the 
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bad  lumber,  and  on  assorting  as  contem- 
plated. Hoffman  ▼.  King,  58  Wis.  314,  17 
X.  W.  136. 

A  sale  of  lumber  in  which  the  prices, 
terms  of  payment,  and  time  of  shipment  are 
all  agreed  upon,  and  where  buyer  and  seller 
toge&er  identify  the  precise  lumber  sold 
by  marking  the  piles,  counting  the  courses, 
and  estimating  the  number  of  feet  in  each, 
and  noting  the  pile  numbers,  is  an  executed 
contract,  passing  title  immediately  to  the 
buyer.  Thayer  v.  Davis,  75  Wis.  205,  43  N. 
\V.  902. 

A  sale  of  a  million  and  a  half  feet  out 
of  four  million  feet  of  lumber  in  the  vendor's 
yard  on  six  months*  credit,  with  a  delivery 
of  an  order  to  the  yard  master  to  permit 
the  purchaser  to  draw  some  from  the  piles, 
as  he  should  want,  without  any  separation 
of  the  lumber  sold  from  the  mass  in  the 
yard,  la  an  executory  contract,  and  passes  no 
title.    Ross  V.  Hurteau,  18  Can.  B.  C.  713. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  quantity  of  boards  lying 
in  several  piles  in  a  Iiunber  yard  of  the  sel- 
ler, a  mere  pointing  out  of  the  subject  of  the 
sale  by  the  seller,  accompanied  by  the  state- 
ment, "There  are  your  boards,  take  care  of 
them  and  make  the  most  of  them,"  without 
any  removal  by  the  buyer,  or  other  act  upon 
his  part  to  take  possession  of  or  identify 
his  purchase,  no  title  passes  as  against  an 
attaching  creditor  of  the  seller.  Cobb  v. 
Haskell,  14  Me.  303,  31  Am.  Dec.  56. 

A  contract  by  a  saw-miller  for  the  sale 
of  all  the  square-edged  and  merchantable 
boards  at  his  mill,  at  a  stated  price  per 
thousand,  to  be  carried  to  and  delivered  at  a 
designated  place,  and  there  surveyed  and 
paid  for,  is  incomplete  until  the  merchant- 
able square-edged  boards  have  been  sorted 
out  from  the  lumber  in  the  mill,  transported 
t«  the  place  of  delivery,  and  measured  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  contract;  and 
until  that  has  been  done,  the  buyer  gets  no 
title,  and  the  boards  are  subject  to  attach- 
ment by  the  vendor's  creditors.  Smart  v. 
Batchelder.  57  N.  H.  140. 

A  sufficient  delivery  is  made  to  complete 
a  contract  of  sale  of  all  the  boards  sawed 
from  a  certain  number  of  logs  in  the  ven- 
dor's possession,  at  a  stipulated  price  the 
hundred  feet,  when  the  boards  have  been 
sawed,  piled  together  separate  from  others, 
and  notice  given  to  the  buyer.  Bates  v. 
Conkling,  10  Wend.  389. 

Cb)  Manufactured. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  certain  number  of  thou- 
sand of  shingles,  for  which  the  seller  exe- 
cutes and  delivers  to  the  buyer  a  bill  of  sale, 
and  the  marking  of  that  number  of  shingles 
aold  with  the  initial  of  the  buyer,  as  his 
property,  there  is  a  sufficient  constructive 
deliveiy  from  a  greater  bulk,  by  separation 
and  identification,  to  pass  the  property. 
Jewett  T.  IdBColn,  14  Me.  116,  31  Am.  Dec. 
38. 

If  the  parties  to  a  sale  of  200,000  shingles 
agree  upon  particular  shingles  as  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sale,  so  that  they  can  be  delivered 
without  any  further  designation,  the  title 
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passes;  but  if  they  do  not  asree  upon  any 
particular  shingles,  but  merely  understand 
that  those  sold  are  to  be  taken  out  of  a 
larger  quantity,  then  the  sale  is  executory, 
and  no  title  passes  until  the  lot  is  separated. 
Goldberg  v.  Bussey  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  47  S. 
W.  40. 

A  receipt  for  a  certain  number  of  shingles 
of  a  stated  value,  signed  by  the  manager 
of  a  mill,  styling  himself  a  warehouseman, 
engaging  to  bold  such  shingles  subject  to 
the  order  of  a  third  person,  to  secure  a 
loan  made  by  the  latter  to  the  nominal  de- 
positor, when,  at  the  time  the  receipt  was 
given,  the  shingles  were  in  the  process  of 
making,  and  were  afterward  stored  in  bulk 
in  the  mill  dry-and-storage  house,  gives  the 
receipt  holder  no  title  to  any  particular  lot 
of  shingles  not  appropriated,  set  aside, 
marked,  or  otherwise  specifically  identified. 
Steaubli  v.  Blaine  Nat.  Bank,  11  Wash.  420, 
39  Pac.  814. 

It  is  clear,  said  the  court  in  this  case, 
that  the  title  to  no  particular  lot  of  shingles 
passed,  for  the  reason  that  there  was  no 
segregation  and  setting  aside  of  the  particu- 
lar shingles;  and  no  title  passed  to  the  quan- 
tity of  shingles,  first,  because  there  was  no 
proof  of  any  uniform  character  or  value  of 
all  the  shingles  that  were  stored  in  the  ware- 
house, and  second,  there  was  no  proof  that 
the  receipt  in  question  constituted  what  is 
known  as  a  warehouseman's  receipt. 

An  agreement  by  the  owner  of  several 
thousands  of  barrels  of  divers  descriptions  in 
his  possession  in  different  parts  of  his  ware- 
house, to  sell  and  deliver  1,000  of  them,  of 
average  good  quality,  and  give  possession 
in  the  future,  when  no  selection,  division, 
or  appropriation  of  the  subject  of  the  sale 
is  made,  and  where  the  barrels  sold  are  in 
no  way  identified  apart  from  the  lot,  is  an 
executory  contract,  and  passes  no  property 
to  the  purchaser.  Field  v.  Moore,  Hill  &,  D. 
Supp.  418. 

10..  General  stocks  of  meivhandtae. 

(a)  Tranafera  with  reservations, 

A  bill  of  sale  of  the  vendor's  entire  stock 
of  general  merchandise  except  a  stated 
amount  thereof,  to  be  by  him  selected  there- 
out, is  an  executory  contract  only,  and 
passes  to,  the  purchaser  no  title  until  the 
seller  has  selected  and  set  apart  the  excepted 
portion.    Block  v.  Maas,  65  Ala.  211. 

Upon  a  general  assignment  for  creditors 
of  the  assignor's  entire  property  and  estate, 
except  that  which  is  exempt  by  law  from 
seizure  and  sale  on  execution,  the  exception 
is  void  for  uncertainty,  and  the  exempt 
property  passes  with  the  rest  of  the  estate 
to  the  assignee,  where  it  is  not  selected,  set 
apart,  or  so  specifically  described  as  to  be 
identified  separately.  Frank  v.  Myers,  97 
Ala.  437,  11  So.  832. 

Upon  the  sale  of  a  quantity  of  goods  in 
bulk,  so  far  as  they  shall  amount  to  a  defi- 
nite, stated  value,  the  vendor  reserving  the 
excess,  to  be  taken  out  as  soon  as  an  inven- 
tory is  made,  there  is  no  completed  sale,  so' 
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as  to  establish  the  title,  until  the  inventory 
is  finished  and  the  quantity  reserved  for  the 
vendor  has  been  separated  from  the  bulk. 
Pierson  v.  Spaulding,  67  Mich.  640,  35  N. 
W.  699. 

(b)   Selected  invoices. 

A  transaction  in  which  a  creditor  of  n 
shopkeeper  calls  to  collect  a  promissory  note, 
and  selects  and  lays  aside  such  goods  as  he 
thinks  amount  in  value  to  the  debt,  and  then 
departs,  to  procure  a  porter  to  remove  them, 
without  receiving  a  bill  of  parcels,  fixing  a 
time  of  payment,  or  tendering  the  note,  does 
not  amouat  to  a  transfer  of  the  selected 
goods.  Dutilh  V.  Ritchie,  1  Dall.  171,  1  L. 
ed.  86. 

The  title  to  goods  passes  from  seller  to 
buyer  where  there  is  an  agreement  by  the 
former  to  sell  enough  merchandise,  to  be  se- 
lected from  his  stock  by  the  buyer's  agent, 
at  a  certain  per  centum  of  cost,  to  equal  a 
named  price,  and  the  buyer's  agent  has  se- 
lected, put  aside,  and  marked  as  appropri- 
ated, an  amount  estimated  by  him,  and  given 
acquittance,  notwithstanding  the  goods  are 
still  to  be  invoiced,  and  any  surplus  is  to 
be  given  up.  Triplett  v.  Morris,  18  Tex. 
Civ.  App.  50,  44  S.  W.  684. 

In  Davis  v.  Meyer,  47  Ark.  210,  1  S.  W. 
95,  a  sale  of  goods  out  of  a  general  stock 
was  held  void  as  to  the  creditors  of  the 
vendor,  although  the  articles  which  made  it 
up  were  separated  from  the  stock,  put  in 
unsealed  and  unmarked  boxes  in  a  place  by 
themselves,  and  charged  to  the  purchaser, 
who  was  given  an  itemized  bill  of  them; 
but  this  conclusion  was  reached  upon  the 
ground  only  that  the  law  of  the  state  re- 
quired an  actual,  substantial,  and  visible 
delivery  and  change  of  possession  in  order 
to  make  the  sale  effectual  as  against  the 
vendor's  creditors  or  subsequent  purchasers 
from  him  in  good  faith,  and  the  court 
deemed  it  superfluous  to  inquire  whether  the 
transaction  really  effected  a  transfer  of  the 
title,  so  as  to  ennble  the  purchaser  to  re- 
cover possession  of  the  goods  bought  in  case 
they  were  wiAiheld  from  him,  or  to  burden 
him  with  their  loss  in  case  they  were  de- 
stroyed by  fire. 

The  case  just  cited  was  followed  and  held 
to  be  conclusive  in  Harkey  v.  Evans  (Ark.) 
1  S.  W.  707. 

An  oral  purchase  by  a  visitor  at  a  linen 
draper's  shop  of  sundry  pieces  of  merchan- 
dise at  agreed-upon  prices,  aggregating  more 
than  £10  sterling,  of  which  some  were 
marked  by  the  purchaser,  some  measured  in 
his  presence,  and  others  cut  with  his  assist- 
ance from  larger  bulks,  and  the  sending  of 
the  goods,  with  a  bill  of  parcels,  by  the  buy- 
er's direction,  to  his  house,  is  within  the 
statute  of  frauds  as  an  entire  quantity,  and 
not  taken  out  of  its  operation  Dy  any  suffi- 
cient delivery  and  acceptance.  Baldey  t. 
Parker,  2  Barn.  &  C.  37. 

le.  Textile  fdbrioa  and  leather. 

tJpon  a  mortgage  or  sale  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  pieces  of  unfinished  cloth  in  a  factory, 
«6  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


a  contract  is  executed  wlien  the  particular 
pieces  intended  to  be  pledged  have  been  ac- 
tually selected  and  set  aside  in  a  separata 
place  by  themselves  in  the  factory.  Sum- 
ner v.  Hamlet,  12  PicK.  76. 

Upon  a  sale  of  cloth  in  the  process  of 
manufacture,  where  the  unfinished  fabric  is 
left  by  the  buyer  in  the  possession  of  tli* 
manufacturer,  to  be  completed,  but  sub- 
ject to  the  right  of  the  buyer  to  take  it 
away  at  any  stage,  at  his  discretion,  there 
is  no  such  delivery  as  is  essential  to  trans- 
fer the  title  to  the  purchaser,  as  against 
attaching  creditors  of  the  manufacturer,  but 
the  sale  is  executory  merely.  Hall  v.  Gay- 
lor,  37  Conn.  550. 

The  principle  that  the  leaving  of  goods 
by  the  purchaser  in  the  possession  and  cus- 
tody of  the  vendor,  to  be  finished  before 
delivery,  constitutes  an  executory  sale,  and 
is  insufficient  to  pass  the  title,  as  against 
attaching  creditors  of  the  vendor,  according 
to  the  court  in  Hall  v.  Gaylor,  "has  been  too 
often  decided,  in  cases  recent  and  remote,  to 
be  considered  an  open  question." 

There  is  a  sufficient  delivery  and  accept- 
ance to  take  an  oral  sale  of  leather  out  of 
the  statute  of  frauds  when  the  hides  are 
weighed  in  the  presence  of  the  buyer,  the 
damaged  ones  rejected  by  him,  the  shrink- 
age agreed  upon,  and  the  lot  then  placed 
by  themselves  apart  in  the  vendor's  ware- 
house, marked  with  the  purchaser's  name, 
to  be  taken  away  by  him  whenever  he 
pleased,  and  to  be  insured  for  his  benefit  in 
the  meantime.  Ex  parte  SafTord,  2  Low. 
Dec.  663,  15  Nat.  Bankr.  Reg.  S64,  Fed.  Caa. 
No.  12,212. 

17.  Brielee. 

A  sale  of  a  certain  number  of  merchant* 
able  bricks  out  of  a  larger  number,  massed 
in  kilns,  remains  executory,  and  passes  no 
title  without  a  segregation  of  the  bricks  sold 
from  the  rest  of  the  mass.  Anderson  v. 
Crisp,  S  Wash.  178,  18  L.R.A.  419,  31  Pac. 
638. 

To  make  an  executed  sale  complete  of  a 
number  of  bricks  out  of  many  contained  in 
a  kiln,  there  must  be  an  actual  or  a  virtual 
delivery  of  the  number  of  bricks  sold.  A 
sale  of  part  of  the  bricks  in  a  kiln  by  the 
vendor  is  not  complete,  but  remains  execu- 
tory until  the  bricks  sold  are  separated  in 
some  way  from  the  general  mass.  Dunlap 
V.  Berry,  5  111.  327,  39  Am.  Dec.  413. 

A  sale  of  25,000  bricks  off  the  west  end 
of  a  particularly  described  kiln  is  not  such 
a  separation  and  identification  of  the  prop- 
erty  sold  out  of  the  mass  of  bricks  in  the 
kiln  as  will  pass  the  title  and  vest  the  own- 
ership in  the  purchaser,  as  against  an  at- 
taching creditor  of  the  Mller.  Courtright 
V.  Leonard,  11  Iowa,  32. 

Upon  a  contract  to  bum  a  kiln  of  bricks, 
and  to  receive  for  the  service  a  definite  num- 
ber of  such  bricks  after  they  are  burned, 
no  title  passes  to  the  bricks  after  the  burn- 
ing is  complete,  until  they  have  been  taken 
out  or  set  apart  in  some  way,  so  as  to 
appropriate  them  and  to  distinguish  them 
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from  the  rest  of  the  mass.    Brewer  t.  Smith, 
3  Me.  44,  14  Am.  Dec  213. 

Upon  a  sale  of  12,000  bricks  contained  in 
a  kiln,  as  a  part  of  a  larger  number,  and  a 
delivery  to  the  purchaser  of  800  bricks  from 
the  kiln,  the  sale  is  an  executed  one  when 
the  purchaser  has  the  right,  at  his  pleasure, 
to  take  away  the  remainder,  although  the 
bricks  are  not  separated  from  the  mass  in 
the  kiln,  nor  marked  or  otherwise  distin- 
gaished  as  the  specific  subject  of  the  sale. 
Damon  t.  Osborn,  1  Pick.  476,  11  Am.  Dec. 
22». 

Upon  a  sale  of  nine  arches  of  bricks  in  a 
kibi  left  in  the  custody  and  possession  of 
the  vendor,  who  has  one  unfinished  kiln  of 
onbumed  brick  and  one  of  burned  brick,  con- 
taining a  number  of  arches  more  than  those 
cold,  without  any  designation  in  the  contract 
of  sale,  and  without  any  delivery  of  a  part 
of  the  bricks  sold,  no  title  to  the  property 
passes  until  there  has  been  a  setting  off 
and  particular  appropriation  of  the  arches 
sold  to  fulfil  the  contract.  Merrill  v.  Hun- 
nenell,  13  Pick.  213. 

Upon  »  contract  of  sale  of  a  certain  lot 
of  brick,  described  as  beine  the  brick  left 
in  a  certain  kiln  situated  m  the  southerly 
end  of  a  brick  shed  in  a  designated  place, 
containing  about  200,000  hard  brick,  and 
also  about  100,000  light  hard  brick,  piled 
partly  in  the  northern  end  and  partly  out- 
side of  said  shed,  there  is  a  sufficient  deliv- 
ery of  the  subject  of  the  sale  to  pass  title  to 
it  from  seller  to  purchaser  when  the  parties 
to  the  transaction  go  together  to  the  brick- 
yard, which  is  upon  a  third  person's  land, 
and  there  in  formal  language,  give  and  take 
possession  and  count  the  bricks,  and  agree 
to  ship  tbem  from  time  to  time  upon  the 
buver's  orders,  to  persons  designated  by 
him.  Wrrr  t.  Libbey,  166  Mass.  112,  44 
N.  E.  124. 

Upon  a  sale  by  the  owner  of  a  brickyard 
of  a  definite  number  of  bricks  by  a  bill  of 
sale  describing  as  in  the  northerly  end  of  a 
certain  kiln,  and  consisting  of  the  first  10 
arches,  the  buyer  supposing  the  brick  to  be 
ready  for  use  and  merchantable,  if  buyer  and 
seller,  upon  proceeding  together  to  the  brick- 
yard to  make  delivery  of  the  subject  of  the 
sale,  discover  that  there  are  only  OVi  arches 
set  up  and  connected,  and  they  are  unburned 
and  at  the  southerly  end  of  the  projected 
kiln,  the  acceptance  of  these  by  the  buyer 
as  the  subject  of  his  purchase,  and  the  prom- 
ise of  the  seller  to  burn  them  and  ship  them 
upon  the  buyer's  order,  with  mutual  inten- 
tion to  pass  the  title,  is  a  good  constructive 
delivery  and  transfers  ownership.  Whittle 
T.  Phelps,  181  Mass.  317,  63  N.  E.  907. 

A  sale  by  the  owner  of  a  brickyard  to  his 
creditor  to  satisfy  a  debt,  and  in  considera- 
tion of  a  further  advance,  of  a  definite  num- 
ber of  bricks,  to  be  taken  out  of  an  un- 
finished kiln  containing  a  larger  number, 
and  an  actual  delivery  to  the  creditor  of 
the  possession  of  the  whole  brickyard  and 
onbumed  kiln,  passes  title  to  the  bricks 
M>ld.  although  the  seller  agi'ees  to  and  does 
•tay  to  eomplete  the  burning.  Crofoot  v. 
Bennett,  2  N.  Y.  268. 
S<L.B.A.(N.S.) 


Mo  title  passes  to  the  purchaser  of  00,000 
out  of  117,000  bricks  in  stacks  in'  the  vend- 
or's possession,  at  an  agreed  price  paid, 
that  will  enable  him  to  recover  their  value 
from  an  execution  creditor  of  the  vendor, 
who  seized  the  entire  lot  after  it  had  been 
reduced  by  other  sales  to  the  number  of 
62,000.     Snell  v.  Heighton,  1  Cab.  k  EL  OS. 

A  sale  by  a  brickmaker  of  a  quantity  of 
bricks,  and  the  giving  at  the  same  time  of 
an  order  upon  his  yard  foreman  to  deliver 
them  to  the  buyer,  followed  by  a  presenta- 
tion of  the  order,  met  with  the  statement 
of  the  foreman  of  his  readiness  to  begin  de- 
livery as  soon  as  a  man  then  in  possession 
of  the  yard  under  a  distress  for  rent  was 
paid,  and  a  pointing  out  of  3  clamps  of 
brick,  1  finished,  1  burning,  and  a  third  mold- 
ed but  unburnt,  as  the  subject  of  the  sale, 
makes  an  executed  sale  by  a  sufficient  appro- 
priation of  the  bricks  sold  to  pass  title  to 
the  purchaser  at  once.  Young  v.  Matthews, 
L.  R.  2  C.  P.  127. 

In  the  case  of  Damon  ▼.  Osbom,  supra, 
in  which  the  court  held  the  purchaser  of 
12,000  bricks  from  a  kiln  containing  a 
larger  number  liable  for  the  purchase  price 
where  he  had  taken  away  800,  and  was  at 
liberty  to  take  the  rest  of  his  purchase  at 
any  time,  notwithstanding  the  12,000  bought 
were  not  separated  or  specifically  appropri- 
ated from  the  rest  of  the  bricks  in  the  kiln, 
the  court  said  the  bargain  and  sale  was 
complete  by  a  delivery  of  property.  Noth- 
ing more  was  necessary  to  be  done,  by  the 
vendor  until  the  vendee  should  call  for  the 
residue.  The  property  was  in  the  vendee. 
Suppose  the  vendor  had  100,000  bricks  in 
one  Kiln,  and  had  sold  10,000  to  one  person, 
20,000  to  another,  and  10,000  to  a  third 
purchaser,  and  had  given  a  brick  to  each 
purchaser  as  a  part  of  those  sold.  Could  it 
be  supposed  that  the  property  had  not 
passed  to  the  vendees t 

The  case  of  Damon  v.  Osbom,  supra,  was 
distinguished  in  Young  v.  Austin,  6  Pick. 
280,  where  there  was  a  contract  of  sale  for 
about  106  tons  of  slate,  to  be  delivered  in 
parcels,  to  be  paid  for  as  fast  as  taken 
away,  and  the  contract  was  held  executory 
until,  and  except  to  the  extent  of,  the  de- 
liveries and  payments  for  the  several  par- 
cels taken. 

The  facts  in  Courtri^ht  v.  Leonard,  11 
Iowa,  32,  were  very  similar  to  those  in  the 
principal  case,  save  that  the  subject  of  the 
sale  was  25,000  bricks  off  the  west  end  o( 
a  particularly  designated  brick  kiln,  not 
separated  or  otherwise  distinguished  from 
the  entire  mass,  which  had  ^n  attached 
by  a  sheriff  upon  process  against  the  brick- 
maker.  The  court  conceded  that  if  in  that 
case  the  sale  had  been  a  sale  of  the  2  arches 
on  the  west  end  of  the  kiln,  for  a  gross  sum, 
without  any  reference  to  the  number  of  brick 
they  contained,  that  the  title  might  have 
passed  without  any  actual  separation  oi 
those  two  arches  from  the  rest  of  the  kiln. 
It  is  known,  said  the  court,  that  these  kilni! 
are  so  constructed  that  each  arch  stands  by 
itself,  at  least,  to  such  an  extent  as  thai 
it  can  readily  be  ascertained  and  determined 
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where  one  closes  and  the  construction  of  an- 
other commences.  This  being  the  case,  it 
can  be  seen  at  once  that  2  arches  could  be 
as  readily  distinguished  from  the  entire  kiln 
as  could  all  the  sheep  in  one  of  several  pens, 
or  the  barrels  of  flour  in  a  specified  room 
of  a  warehouse  containing  several  apart- 
ments and  all  filled  with  flour.  But  the 
court  esteemed  the  actual  facta  so  radi- 
cally different  that  the  case  could  not  be 
brought  within  the  principle  to  which  it 
referred.  The  sale  was  of  26,000  brick 
from  the  west  end  of  the  kiln,  and  the 
action  was  in  replevin,  upon  the  ground 
that  this  number  of  brick  was  so  specifical- 
ly set  apart  as  to  make  their  identifica- 
tion entirely  certain;  but  the  court  consid- 
ered that  this  was  not  so.  The  bricks  sold 
were  left  untouched  and  in  their  original 
position  in  the  kiln,  and  if  the  calculations 
of  their  number  was  correct,  the  division 
from  the  mass  would  have  to  be  made  some- 
where in  the  third  arch  from  the  west  end; 
but  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  the  posi- 
tion of  the  dividing  line. 

IS.  Metals,  ores,  and  minerals. 

While  a  cargo  of  coal  remains  in  bulk, 
a  purchaser  of  a  part  of  it — ^a  definite  num- 
ber of  tons — gets  no  title  to  any  specific 
portion  of  it,  before  it  is  weighed  and  sepa- 
rated from  the  mass.  Morrison  v.  Dingley, 
63  Me.  653. 

A  sarle  to  secure  an  indorsement  of  100 
tons  of  coal  by  a  person  who  then  has  a 
certain  lot  of  coal  lying  on  a  wharf,  which 
he  supposes  to  contain  that  quantity,  and 
delivers  under  that  impression,  but  which 
really  contains  only  78  tons,  upon  which 
there  is  a  lien  equal  to  the  value  of  10  tons 
for  wharfage,  although  the  vendor  has  other 
coal,  elsewhere  in  his  yard,  but  does  not  set 
apart  or  appropriate  any  of  it  to  make 
up  the  deficit,  of  which  he  was  unaware, 
passes  to  the  vendee  no  title  to  any  other 
coal  than  the  lot  upon  the  wharf;  and  if 
he  takes  any  to  make  up  the  shortage  after 
the  vendor  has  assigned  his  effects  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors,  he  is  liable  in  trover 
for  conversion.  McDougall  v.  Elliott,  20 
U.  C.  Q.  B.  299. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  definite  number  of  tons 
of  pig  iron  of  a  particular  grade  for  future 
delivery,  no  title  passes  to  any  particular 
iron  until  it  has  been  selected  and  appro- 
priated for  delivery  to  the  purchaser,  where 
the  output  of  iron  by  the  vendor  is  sim- 
ply piled  in  different  heaps  upon  his  own 
premises,  according  to  grade,  and  in  masses. 
First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Crowley,  24  Mich.  402. 

Upon  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  ore,  there 
is  a  sufficient  delivery  to  pass  the  title 
to  the  purchaser,  where  he  has  paid  the  con- 
tract price,  when  the  ore  is  piled  at  the 
place  contracted  for  it  to  be  delivered,  and 
given  to  the  custody  of  the  purchaser,  so 
that  nothing  remains  to  be  done  but  for 
him  to  take  from  the  mass  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity to  satisfy  his  contract  of  purchase. 
Iron  Cliffs  Co.  t.  Buhl,  42  Mich.  8G,  3  N 
W.  269.  ^ 

26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


A  general  sale  by  a  milM  owner  of  a 
stated  number  of  tons  of  ore,  to  be  de- 
livered in  the  future,,  without  setting  aside 
any  particular  ore  to  fulfil  the  contract, 
passes  no  title  to  the  purchaser.  Ran- 
dolph Iron  Co.  V.  Elliott,  34  N.  J.  L.  184. 

Upon  a  contract  of  purchase  and  sale  of 
all  the  ore  taken  out  of  a  certain  mine  dur- 
ing a  stated  period,  to  be  loaded  on  vessels 
furnished  by  the  buyers,  and  shipped  to 
them  over  sea,  and  to  be  paid  for  by  drafts 
drawn  against  the  bills  of  lading,  the  cir- 
oumstances  that  the  purchasers  have  paid 
more  money  to  the  vendor  than  they  have 
received  ore  for,  and  are  entitled  free  to  a 
full  cargo  by  another  ship,  do  not  pass  title 
and  property  to  them  in  a  cargo  of  ore 
shipped  on  a  vessel  sent  by  them  to  receive 
it,  where  the  vendor  expressly  notified  them 
that  he  would  not  ship  ore  by  such  vessel 
on  their  account,  and  where  he  did  ship  to 
another  party,  on  his  own  account,  under  a 
bill  of  lading  to  a  fictitious  person,  in- 
dorsed by  him  over  to  such  third  party, — 
at  least,  as  between  the  latter  and  the 
original  buyers^  Gabarron  v.  Kreeft,  L.  S. 
10  Exch.  274. 

In  Swift's  Iron  ft  Steel  Works  v.  Dewey, 
37  Ohio  St.  242,  defendants  had  a  contract 
for  a  large  quantity  of  iron  ore  belonging 
to  a  mining  corporation,  to  be  taken  from 
a  larger  quantity  lying  on  a  river  bank. 
They  sold  a  part  of  this  ore  to  the  plain- 
tiff, and  gave  an  order  for  the  purchase  on 
the  mining  company,  which  was  presented 
and  accepted.  By  the  terms  of  the  sale  and 
the  usage  of  the  business,  the  buyer  was 
bound  to  remove  the  ore  by  boats  during 
the  year,  or  the  order  would  be  canceled. 
Owing  to  divers  obstructive  causes,  the 
ore  was  not  taken  away  within  the  year,  al- 
though the  quantity  bought  was  all  there 
in  mass,  with  a  larger  quantity  of  the  same 
kind,  and  in  deliverable  state.  The  court 
held  the  sale  was  executed,  and  passed  title 
to  the  steel  works,  without  any  separation 
from  the  larger  mass. 

This  decision  was  cited  and  approved  in 
Newhall  v.  Lanedon,  39  Ohio  St.  87,  48  Am. 
Rep.  426,  and  there  esteemed  decisive  of  the 
issue. 

A  sale  of  a  quantity  of  fire  clay  at  a 
stated  price  the  ton,  to  be  carted  away  by 
the  buyer  at  his  own  expense,  and  weighed 
by  him  on  the  scales  of  a  third  person, 
passes  title  at  once  before  the  weighing  is 
done.  Turley  v.  Bates,  2  Hurlst.  &  C. 
200. 

19.  Chattels. 

A  sale  of  510  car  wheels  out  of  a  lot 
1,100  in 'number,  all  in  one  common  mass, 
without  any  separation,  designation,  or 
identification  of  the  particular  wheels  sold, 
is  executory  merely,  and  passes  no  prop- 
erty to  the  purchaser  as  against  an  at- 
taching creditor  of  the  seller.  Commercial 
Nat  Bank  t.  Gillette,  90  Ind.  268,  46  Am. 
Rep.  222. 

A  chattel  mortgage  made  by  a  wa^n 
manufacturer  upon  "ten  new  buggies'*  when 
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he  has  more  on  hand,  without  delivering 
any  to  the  mortgagee,  or  in  mij  way  dis- 
ting:uishing  the  ten  from  the  rest,  or  setting 
them  aside  by  themselves,  is  wholly  inef- 
fectual to  pledge,  or  to  give  the  mortgagee 
any  right  to  the  possession  of,  any  par- 
ticular vehicles.    Blakely  v.  Patrick,  67  N. 

C.  40,  12  Am.  Rep.  600. 

A  general  order  given  to  a  manufacturer 
of  machinery  by  one  proposing  to  purchase 
a  machine  of  a  particular  kind  at  price 
named  by  the  maker,  although  accepted  by 
the  manufacturer,  remains  a  mere  execu- 
tory contract  sale  until  a  particular  ma- 
chine has  been  selected  and  unconditionally 
appropriated  and  set  apart  for  delivery  to 
the  purchaser,  in  fulfilment  of  the  order. 
Jones  ▼.  Brewer,  70  Ala.  545. 

In  an  action  to  recover  the  purchase 
price  of  a  patented  reaping  machine,  or- 
dered bj  its  special  name  and  description, 
and  delivered  at  the  place  designated  by 
the  buyer,  but  along  with  a  number  of  oth- 
ers, all  exactly  alike,  intended  for  other 
purchasers,  an  instruction  to  the  jury  that 
although  the  defendant  had  been  offered  a 
free  choice  of  any  machine  he  might  select, 
there  could  be  no  recovery,  because  no  one 
particular  reaper  had  been  specially  set 
apart  for  the  defendant,  and  marked  with 
his  name,  was  held  erroneous  in  Ganson  v. 
Madigan,  9  Wis.  146,  and  to  require  a  re- 
versal of  the  judgment. 

This  strictness  of  proof  might  be  re- 
quired, said  the  court,  if  the  case  turned 
upon  the  point  whether  title  to  any  specific 
reaper  actually  passed  to  the  defendant. 
If  one  of  them  had  been  levied  on  as  his, 
or  if  they  had  been  destroyed,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  who  was  to  bear  the  loss,  it  might 
be  material  to  inquire  whether  any  one  had 
been  actually  set  apart  and  designated  as 
the  machine  of  the  defendant,  so  as  to  pass 
the  title.  But  here  the  question  is  different. 
It  is  whether  the  plaintiff  complied  with 
the  order  of  the  defendant,  and  delivered  to 

D.  t  Co.,  for  him,  a  reaper  of  the  kind 
specified  before  the  1st  of  July.  Not  wheth- 
er the  title  to  any  particular  reaper  actual- 
ly passed,  but  whether  one  was  furnished 
for  the  defendant,  according  to  the  order, 
•o  that  the  title  would  have  passed  if  he 
had  not  refused  to  take  one.  And  we  think 
that  on  this  question  the  instruction  of  the 
court  was  erroneous. 

The  plaintiff  recovered  upon  the  second 
trial,  but  the  judgment  was  reversed  on  the 
dpfendant's  appeal  for  errors  in  rejecting 
testimony  and  instructing  the  jury.  The 
court,  however,  was  at  pains  in  its  opinion 
to  point  out  that  the  case  had  been  tried 
upon  the  wrong  theory,  viz.:  of  recovering 
the  purchase  price  for  goods  sold  and  de- 
livered, whereas  it  should  have  been  to  re- 
cover damages  for  the  buyer's  breach  of 
the  contract  of  purchase.  In  the  former 
aspect,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  plain- 
tiff to  show  that  he  had  set  apart  and  desig- 
nated a  particular  machine  for  the  defend- 
ant, and  that  the  title  to  that  one  machine 
bad  passed  to  and  vested  in  him;  but  it  was 
not  necessary  to  go  lo  far  in  order  to  re- 
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cover  damages  for  the  buyer's   refusal   to 
take  a  machine  at  all.    13  Wis.  68. 

The  plaintiff  was  defeated  on  the  third 
trial,  ou  the  ground  that  the  reaper  did 
not  answer  the  warranty  with  which  it 
was  sold,  and  there  was  no  such  delivery 
of  it  as  to  pass  title  and  afford  an  action  for 
the  price.    IS  Wis.  144,  82  Am.  Dec.  659. 

20.  Live  stock. 

Upon  a  sale  of  chattels,  although  they 
are  specifically  identified,  the  title  does  not 
pass  ordinarily  so  long  as  anything  re- 
mains to  be  done  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  price,  as  by  weighing  live 
stock  at  a  future  date  arid  feeding  it  in  the 
meantime,  unless  a  contrary  intention  is 
entertained  and  expressed  by  the  parties  to 
the  sale.  Restad  v.  Engemoen,  65  Minn. 
148,  67  N.  W.  1146. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  definite  number  of 
animals  out  of  a  herd  of  cattle,  drove  of 
bogs,  or  fiock  of  sheep,  in  order  that  the 
title  to  the  stock  sold  may  pass  to  the  pur- 
chaser, the  beasts  must  be  separated  from 
their  kind,  so  as  to  be  capable  of  identifica- 
tion as  the  subject  of  the  sale.  Stafford  v. 
Anders,  8  Fla.  34. 

Upon  a  sale  of  cattle  roaming  at  large 
upon  a  range,  a  rounding  up  of  the  animals 
and  marking  them  with  the  brand  of  the 
purchaser  constitutes  a  good  delivery,  not- 
withstanding they  are  thereafter  allowed  to 
pasture  upon  their  accustomed  range.  Wal- 
den  v.  Murdock,  23  Cal.  540,  83  Am.  Dec. 
135. 

Upon  a  sale  of  500  head  of  cattle  consti- 
tuting only  a  part  of  a  herd  running  at 
large  upon  the  vendor's  range,  no  title 
passes  to  the  vendee  until  that  number  of 
animals  is  selected  and  marked,  or  other- 
wise identified  and  separated  from  the  en- 
tire herd.  McLaughlin  v.  Fiatti,  27  Cal. 
451. 

It  is  a  good  constructive  delivery  of  cattle 
sold  to  answer  the  requirements  of  the  stat- 
ute of  frauds  if  the  owner  of  the  beasts 
takes  the  purchaser  to  the  range  or  pas- 
ture where  they  are  running,  and  points  out 
the  animals  as  the  subject  of  the  sale,  and 
tells  the  buyer  they  are  his.  Brown  v. 
Wade,  42  Iowa,  647. 

Upon  a  sale  or  mortgage  of  a  definite 
number  of  heads  of  cattle  belonging  to  a 
herd  composed  of  a  larger  number,  in  order 
to  pass  the  title  there  must  be  some  separa- 
tion or  identification  of  the  particular 
animals  embraced  in  the  transaction.  Mar- 
tin Bros.  v.  Lesan,  129  Iowa,  573,  105  N. 
W.  996. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  number  of  head  of  cattle, 
made  orally,  by  the  terms  of  which  the 
seller  was,  at  a  certain  time,  to  drive  the 
animals  to  a  named  railroad  station,  and 
there  turn  the  possession  of  the  beasts  over 
to  the  buyer  unless  he  came  for  them  sooner, 
there  is  no  such  delivery  to  and  acceptance 
by  the  purchaser  as  is  necessary  to  satisfy 
the  requirements  of  the  statute  of  frauds 
when  the  seller  drives  the  cattle  to  the 
railroad  station  and  herds  them  in  stock 
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pens,  but  keeps  poBseasion  because  neither 
the  buyer  nor  any  agent  of  hia  ia  on  hand 
to  receive  the  animals.  Harvey  v.  St.  Louis 
Butchers'  Joint  Stodc  &  Benev.  Asso.  30 
Mo.  211. 

Upon  a  sale  of  live  cattle  by  weight,  to  bo 
ascertained  by  weighing  on  specified  scales 
at  a  particular  place,  part  of  the  purchase 
price  being  paid,  no  title  passes  until  the 
weight  of  the  animals  is  ascertained  by  the 
scales  and  at  the  place  named  in  the  con- 
tract. In  such  a  case,  the  buyer  cannot 
maintain  replevin  upon  the  refusal  of  the 
vendor  to  weigh  the  cattle  elsewhere,  when 
the  scales  selected  are  found  out  of  order. 
Nesbit  V.  Burry,  25  Pa.  208. 

A  contract  by  which  a  cattle  owner 
binds  himself  to  pay,  on  or  before  a  named 
date,  a  stated  sum  of  money  to  another  per- 
son in  stock  cattle,  to  be  hunted,  marked, 
and  branded  by  the  latter  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, passes  no  property  in  prctaenti  to 
any  animals;  at  least,  before  they  have  been 
captured,  marked,  and  branded  as  contemp- 
lated.   Atterbury  v.  Biggerstaff,  36  Tex.  177. 

A  sale  of  cattle  is  complete  when  the  par- 
ticular animals  are  identified  and  described 
by  their  brands,  and  a  bill  of  sale  is  made 
of  them,  and  part  of  the  purchase  money 
is  paid,  although  the  beiists  are  to  be  de- 
livered afterwards.  Robertson  v.  Hunt,  77 
Tex.  321,  14  S.  W.  68. 

A  nominal  sale  of  an  entire  herd  of  cat- 
tle by  a  debtor  to  his  creditor,  to  secure 
the  payment  of  the  debt,  with  a  stipulation 
for  a  reconveyance  when  the  debt  is  dis- 
charged, where  the  debtor  remains  in  pos- 
session and  undertakes  to  select,  and  from 
time  to  time  deliver  animals  until  their 
value  extinguishes  the  debt,  passes  no  title. 
Dallas  Nat.  Bank  v.  Davis,  78  Tex.  362,  U 
S.  W.  706. 

Title  to  oxen  does  not  pass  to  the  buyer, 
and  they  cannot  be  subjected  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  buyer's  debts,  by  a  sale  and  de- 
livery under  an  agreement  that  the  pur- 
chaser is  to  slaughter  the  beasts  and  pay  a 
stated  price  per  hundredweight  after  the 
weight  of  the  quarters,  dressed,  has  been 
ascertained.     Ward  v.  Shaw,  7  Wend.  404. 

Upon  an  agreement  for  the  sale  of  a 
cow  at  a  stated  price  per  pound  live  weight, 
the  sale  is  complete  and  executed  when  the 
animal  has  been  selected  from  the  herd  in 
the  pasture,  and  is  to  be  paid  for  when 
taken  away,  and  the  purchaser's  agent  at- 
taches ropes  to  her,  and,  upon  her  breaking 
loose,  pursues  and  ties  her  to  a  tree  in  a 
neighboring  field,  intending  to  return  and 
slaughter  the  animal,  and  pay,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  vendor,  the  price  for  the  dressed 
meat.    Riley  v.  DuBois,  14  111.  App.  236. 

Upon  a  sale  of  twenty  horses,  made  in 
good  faith,  where  the  purchase  price  is  paid, 
if  the  animals  sold  constitute  a  part  of  a 
number  of  horses  running  at  large  on  a 
range,  and  bearing  a  particular  brand  upon 
a  particular  part  of  their  bodies,  there  is  a 
sufficient  delivery  to  pass  the  title  when  the 
entire  band  has  been  rounded  up,  driven  into 
a  corral,  and  the  twenty  animals  sold  have 
been  selected  and  branded  anew,  notwith- 
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standing  they  are  turned  back  upon  the 
range.  Dodge  v.  Jones,  7  Mont.  121,  14 
Pac.  707. 

An  action  for  the  purchase  price  of  forty- 
three  horses,  sold  at  a  stated  price  the 
head,  by  an  oral  contract,  pursuant  to  r 
which  the  buyer  and  seller  together  visited 
the  latter's  ranch,  saw  there  the  horses,  and 
the  buyer  thereupon  rejected  as  unsuitable 
certain  animals  which  were  marked  and 
separated  from  the  rest,  and  then  gave  the 
vendor  money  to  buy  oats  and  rope  to  make 
halters,  but  did  not  take  away  any  of  the 
beasts,  was  held  not  maintainable  in  the 
Northwest  Territories  of  Canada,  because, 
while  there  may  have  been  a  sufficient  ac- 
ceptance of  the  horses,  there  was  no  such 
actual  receipt  of  them  by  the  buyer  as 
was  necessary  under  the  local  "sales  of 
goods  ordinance"  (§  6)  to  establish  a  bind- 
ing contract.  Livingstone  v.  Colpitta,  4  N. 
W.  Terr.  441. 

Upon  a  sale  of  lambs,  only  a  part  of  a 
larger  flock,  the  title  and  ownership  pass  to 
the  buyer  when  the  particular  animals  pur- 
chased  are  selected,  paid  for,  and  branded 
with  the  purchaser's  brand.  Cady  v.  Zim- 
merman, 20  Mont.  225,  50  Pac.  553. 

Upon  a  purchase  of  fifteen  of  the  best 
sheep  of  the  seller's  flock,  no  title  passes 
until  the  animals  sold  have  been  separated 
from  the  flock,  or  have  been  selected  or 
designated  by  marks,  or  in  some  way  spe- 
cifically identified.  Warren  v.  Buckminster. 
24  N.  H.  336. 

Upon  a  purchase  of  twenty-five  sheep  out 
of  a  flock,  for  a  stated  price,  the  selection 
by  the  buyer  of  the  animals  bought,  assisted 
b^  the  seller's  servants,  and  their  separa- 
tion by  themselves  in  another  inclosure 
from  the  rest  of  the  flock,  marking  each 
sheep  with  the  buyer's  mark,  constitutes  a 
good  and  sufficient  delivery  to  complete  the 
sale  and  transfer  ownership  to  the  pur- 
chaser; and  this  result  is  not  affected  by  the 
after-agreement  of  the  parties,  to  allow  the 
selected  and  marked  sheep  to  return  for  a 
few  days  to  graze  with  the  rest  of  the  flock, 
because  the  pasturage  was  better  and  the 
fences  sounder  than  those  of  the  separate 
field  to  which  they  at  first  had  been  turned 
out    Rappleye  v.  Adee,  65  Barb.  589. 

If  a  flock  of  sheep  is  sold  at  so  much 
a  head,  to  be  counted  later,  so  as  to  deter- 
mine the  entire  price  of  the  whole,  the  sale 
is  valid  and  complete;  but  if  a  given  num- 
ber out  of  the  whole  are  sold,  no  title  is 
acquired  by  the  purchaser  until  they  are 
separated  and  their  identity  thus  ascer- 
tained and  determined.  Crofoot  v.  Bennett. 
2  N.  Y.  258. 

The  buyer  at  a  stated  price  the  head  of 
an  uncounted  flock  of  sheep,  less  three 
particular  animals,  specifically  identified, 
who  pays  a  part  of  the  purchase  money,  and 
stipulates  to  pay  the  rest  and  take  away 
the  animals  on  a  named  future  day,  the 
seller  agreeing  to  pasture  them  free  in  the 
interim,  becomes  immediately  the  owner  of 
the  beasts  and  their  fleeces,  and  the  sale  is 
an  executed  one,  so  that,  if  the  seller  after- 
wards shears  the  sheep  and  takes  the  wool, 
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he  must  aeoonnt  for  its  value  to  the  pur- 
chaser.   Groat  V.  Gile,  61  N.  Y.  431. 

A  sale  of  a  part  of  a  flock  of  sheep  with- 
out delivering,  selecting,  marking,  or  in 
aay  way  identifying  the  particular  animals 
■old  from  the  rest  of  the  flock,  is  purely 
executory,  and  passes  no  title  to  the  pur- 
chaser. Robbins  v.  Chipman,  1  Utah,  336, 
rehearing  denied  in  2  Utah,  347. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  certain  number  of  hogs, 
•pecified  to  be  com  fed,  to  be  delivered  at  a 
future  day,  and  paid  for  on  delivery  accord- 
ing to  the  weight  of  the  animals,  where  the 
seller  is  the  owner  of  a  larger  number  of 
swine,  and  there  is  no  segregation  of  the 
number  sold  from  the  rest  of  the  herd  for 
identification  of  the  particular  animals,  the 
■ale  is  executory,  and  the  title  does  not 
pass.    Leater  v.  East,  49  Ind.  688. 

A  contract  for  the  sale  of  hogs  to  be  de- 
livered at  a  future  date  and  paid  for  ac- 
cording to  their  weight  at  the  time  of  de- 
liverv,  the  animals  to  be  retained  and  fat- 
tened by  the  seller  in  the  meantime,  is  an 
executory  contract,  and  the  title  does  not 
pass  to  the  purchaser  until  the  hogs  are 
fattened,  weighed,  and  accepted  by  him,  and 
the  price  fixed.  Branigan  v.  Hendrickson, 
17  Ind.  App.  198,  46  N.  E.  660. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  certain  number  of  hogs 
out  of  a  larger  drove,  when  the  purchase 
price  is  agreed  upon,  and  the  purchaser 
■elects  the  particular  animals  bought,  and 
these  differ  in  age  and  condition  from  the 
rest  of  the  drove,  the  contract  is  complete, 
and  the  ownership  passes  unless  the  par- 
ties intend  the  contrary.  O'Farrel  v.  Mc- 
Clure  (Kan.  App.)  47  Fac.  160. 

There  is  a  sufficient  delivery  to  transfer 
title  as  against  a  subsequent  levy  upon  exe- 
cution when  a  farm  laborer  agrees  with  bis 
employer  to  take,  in  payment  for  his  serv- 
ices,' a  niunber  of  hogs,  when  the  specific 
animals  are  pointed  out,  although  they  are 
left  to  pasture  and  feed  with  the  rest  of 
the  employer's  stock  until  there  shall  be  an 
opportunity  to  sell  them.  Webster  v.  An- 
derson, 42  Mich.  554,  36  Am.  Rep.  452,  4 
X.  W.  288. 

Upon  a  contract  by  the  owner  of  a  flock 
of  turkeys  to  sell  and  deliver  a  certain  num- 
ber of  the  fowls,  which  he  is  to  select  and 
coop  ready  for  delivery,  from  the  birds 
running  at  large  with  a  flock  belonging  to 
his  neighbor  in  a  field,  the  sale  is  executory 
and  the  title  does  not  pass  without  a 
•election  and  appropriation  of  the  particu- 
lar fowls  sold,  notwithstanding  the  servant 
of  the  buyer,  in  the  absence  of  the  seller, 
•ent  to  receive  the  turkeys,  shoots  and  car- 
ries away  the  requisite  number  of  the  birds, 
but  a  part  of  which  belong  to  the  adjoin- 
ing proprietor.  Condee  v.  Cripps,  12  111. 
App.  81. 

XVI,  Property  in  the  leeeptng  of  third 
persona. 

Upon  8  sale  of  merchandise  paid  for  be- 
fore it  is  ready  for  delivery,  the  title  passes 
to  the  purchaser  when  the  merchandise  is 
boxed,  marked  with  the  latter's  name,  and 
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sent  by  the  vendor  to  a  warehouse,  to  be 
stored  for  the  buyer's  account.  Hunter  t. 
Wright,  12  Allen,  648. 

Grain  stored  in  an  elevator  is  held  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  elevator  as  agents  for  the 
owners.    Warren  v.  Milliken,  67  Me.  97. 

The  sale  of  a  part  of  a  mass  of  grain  con- 
tained in  an  elevator,  in  the  custody  of  its 
appropriator  as  bailee  or  agent  for  the  own- 
er, is  unlike  a  sale  of  a  part  of  a  mass  of 
merchantable  commodities  in  possession  of 
the  seller  himself,  in  that,  by  virtue  of  the 
sale  of  the  grain,  the  custodian  becomes  at 
once  bailee  or  agent  of  the  purchaser  of  the 
quantity  sold.  Gushing  v.  Breed,  14  Allen, 
376,  92  Am.  Dec.  777. 

The  action  of  a  warehouseman  having  the 
custody  of  a  large  number  of  sacks  of  Sour, 
belonging  to  a  mortgagor,  in  setting  aside 
and  marking  part  of  them  with  the  name  of 
the  mortgagee,  is  a  sufficient  segregation  to 
constitute  a  valid  constructive  delivery. 
Squires  v.  Payne,  6  Cal.  664. 

When  a  quantity  of  bagging  in  a  ware- 
house is  sold,  paid  for,  set  apart  to  tlie 
purchaser,  and  marked  with  his  name,  the 
transfer  of  ownership  is  complete,  and  the 
purchaser  is  entitled  to  immediate  posses- 
sion.   Dowell  V.  Taylor,  2  Mo.  App.  329. 

A  sale  of  a  certain  definite  number  of 
sheep  out  of  a  larger  flock  pastured  upon 
the  land  of  a  third  person,  and  the  payment 
of  the  price,  the  animals  sold  to  be  selected 
by  their  custodian,  followed  by  their  selec- 
tion and  marking  with  the  buyer's  initials, 
constitutes  an  executed  contract,  a  good  de- 
livery of  its  subject,  and  passes  the  title, 
although  the  sheep  are  allowed  to  remain 
where  thev  were  before  the  sale.  Barney 
V.  Brown,  2  Vt.  374,  19  Am.  Dec.  720. 

Upon  an  auction  sale  of  turpentine  in 
caska  at  a  stated  price  the  hundredweight, 
each  cask,  save  two,  to  be  accepted  at  a 
certain  marked  weight,  but  to  be  filled  from 
the  excepted  two  before  delivery,  part  of  the 
price  being  paid  on  account,  the  title  passes 
to  the  buyer  to  all  the  full  casks  as  soon  as 
the  warehouseman  has,  by  his  direction, 
filled  the  casks,  although  the  bungs  are  left 
out  to  enable  an  exciseman  to  do  the  gaug- 
ing, but  the  property  in  the  other  two  casks 
does  not  pass.  Rugg  v.  Minett,  11  East, 
210,  23  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  296. 

The  issuing  or  transferring  of  a  ware- 
house receipt  is  now  a  common  and  well- 
recognized  method  of  delivering  property  in 
storage.  Shepard  v.  King,  9U  Ga.  81,  23 
8.  E.  113. 

The  delivery  of  warehouse  receipts  for 
property  in  storage  is  a  good  symbolical  or 
constructive  delivery  upon  a  sale  or  pledge 
of  the  property  for  which  they  stand.  Gib- 
son V.  Stevens,  8  How.  384,  12  L.  ed.  1123; 
Newcomb  v.  Cabell,  10  Bush,  460;  Famum 
V.  Pitcher,  161  Mass.  470.  24  N.  £.  590; 
National  Exch.  Bank  v.  Wilder,  34  Minn. 
149,  24  N.  W.  699 ;  Collins  t.  Wayne  Lum- 
ber Co.  128  Mo.  461,  31  8.  W.  24;  Hoyt  v. 
Hartford  F.  Ins.  Co.  26  Hun,  416. 

If  no  place  is  fixed  upon  for  the  deliv- 
ery of  ponderous  and  bulky  articles  sold,  as, 
for  example,  5,000  bushels  of  grain,  an  of- 
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fer  to  deliver  it  by  transferring  wareliouse 
receipts  is  a,  sufficient  performance  of  the 
contract  of  sale,  if  not  specifically  objected 
to  upon  that  ground.  McPberson  v.  Gale, 
40  111.  368. 

By  a  custom  now  well  established,  at 
least,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  a  delivery  or 
transfer  of  a  warehouse  receipt  upon  a  sale 
of  personal  property,  particularly  if  of  a 
bulky  and  ponderous  nature,  is  equivalent 
to  a  constructive  delivery  of  the  property  it- 
self, even  with  respect  of  subsequent  pur- 
chasers without  notice,  and  creditors  of  the 
vendor.     Broadwell  v.  Howard,  77  111.  305. 

The  transfer  from  one  person  to  another 
of  a  warehouse  receipt  for  grain  in  a  ware- 
house amounts  to  a  transfo  of  the  grain 
mentioned,  whether  it  is  separated  and  set 
apart  by  itself,  or  mixed  with  other  grain 
in  the  warehouse,  provided  there  is  enough 
grain  in  the  mass  in  store  to  answer  all 
the  outstanding  warehouse  t-eceipts,  so  that 
the  transferee  may,  at  any  time,  take  out 
his  share  from  the  bulk,  or  claim  it  when 
all  other  receipt  holders  have  taken  away 
their  respective  shares.  Brooke  v.  Scoggins, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  1,936. 

The  issue  of  a  warehouse  receipt  for  corn 
which  is  actually  stored  with  the  ware- 
houseman is  in  effect  a  transfer  of  the  prop- 
erty mentioned  in  it  to  the  person  to  whom 
the  receipt  is  delivered,  although  the  corn 
is  not  separated  from  other  corn  of  the  same 
kind  then  in  the  warehouse,  or  afterwards 
deposited  there  and  disposed  of  by  the  ware- 
houseman. Hoyt  V.  Hartford  F.  Ina.  Co. 
supra. 

By  virtue  of  a  California  statute  (Civil 
Code,  §  1140),  a  sale  by  sample  of  a  definite 
number  of  sacks  of  wheat  at  a  stated  rate 
the  cental,  evidenced  by  the  execution  and 
delivery  of  a  bill  of  sale  and  representtttive 
warehouse  receipts,  and  accompanied  by  a 
substantial  payment  on  account  of  the  pur- 
chase price,  transfers  ownership  and  title 
from  seller  to  buyer  without  a  separation 
and  identification  of  the  wheat  sold  from 
the  mass  of  which  it  is  a  part.  Greenbaum 
V.  Martinez,  86  Cal.  459,  25  Pac.  12. 

The  purchaser  of  2,000  bushels  of  wheat, 
represented  by  a  warehouse  receipt,  and  con- 
tained in  two  specified  bins  in  a  particular 
part  of  the  warehouse,  but  as  a  part  of  a 
mass  of  the  same  kind  and  quality  of  grain, 
3,000  bushels  in  all,  acquires  by  the  transfer 
to  him  of  the  warehouse  receipt,  and  its 
ratification  by  the  warehouseman,  such  a 
title  to  and  right  of  property  in  the  2,000 
bushels  as  will  entitle  him  to  maintain 
trover  against  a  third  person  who  seizes 
and  converts  tlie  same  under  color  of  previ- 
ous receipts  for  grain  deposited  by  the 
vendor  in  the  same  warehouse,  and  indorsed 
as  collateral  security  for  advances  made  on 
the  credit  of  them.  Coffey  v.  Quebec  Bank, 
20  U.  C.  C.  P.  110. 

Although  a  bill  of  lading  is  not,  in  the 
strict  sense  of  the  term,  negotiable  by  the 
law  merchant,  yet,  for  a  number  of  years, 
its  possession  by  the  shipper  has  been  re- 
garded as  prima  facie  evidence  of  owner- 
ship of  the  property  shipped,  and  its  deliv- 
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ery  upon  advances  made  as  a  symbolical  de- 
livery of  such  propertv.  Prendergast  v. 
Williamson,  6  Tex.  Civ.'App.  725,  26  S.  W. 
421. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  the  transfer  of  corn 
sold  that  it  be  delivered  to  the  buyer  in 
specie,  or  even  separated  from  a  mass  of 
which  it  forms  a  part  in  a  grain  elevator. 
It  is  constructively  and  effectively  delivered 
when  the  buyer  is  furnished  with  the  proper 
orders  and  receipts  entitling  him  to  go  to 
the  elevator  and  have  the  corn  he  bought 
either  separated  from  the  mass  or  treated 
as  his  exclusive  property,  to  be  held  for  his 
benefit  and  account,  and  subject  to  his  or- 
der. Famum  t.  Pitcher,  ISl  Mass.  470,  24 
N.  E.  690. 

A  delivery  to  and  acceptance  by  the  buyer 
of  an  order  upon  a  warehouseman  for  a  defi- 
nite number  of  casks  of  fruit  purchased  by 
him,  and  constituting  all  the  vendor  owns  in 
the  warehouse,  and  which  stand  apart  by 
themselves,  is  an  effective  symbolical  deliv- 
ery.   Hankins  v.  Baker,  46  N.  Y.  666. 

The  title  to  a  definite  quantity  of  a 
cargo  of  grain  stored  in  an  elevator  passes 
upon  a  sale  from  vendor  to  vendee,  upon 
payment  of  the  agreed  price,  and  the  deliv- 
ery of  a  receipted  bill  of  sale,  followed  by 
the  delivery  of  an  order  for  the  grain  pur- 
chased, drawn  upon  the  custodian  of  the 
elevator  by  the  person  on  whose  account  the 
cargo  was  stored,  and  who  was  superintend- 
ent of  the  elevator,  without  an  actual  sepa- 
ration from  the  mass.  Russell  v.  Carring- 
ton,  42  N.  Y.  118,  1  Am.  Rep.  498. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  quantity  of  grain  out  of 
a  larger  quantity  stored  in  a  warehouse, 
where  there  is  no  separation  of  the  part 
sold  from  the  mass,  something  more  than 
an  order  by  the  seller,  delivered  to  the  pur- 
chaser, is  required  to  vest  the  property 
bought  in  the  buyer;  until,  at  least, 'the 
warehouseman  having  custody  of  the  mass 
is  notified  of  the  sale,  and  both  parties  have 
assented  to  a  change  in  his  relation,  so  that 
he  becomes  a  bailee  for  the  purchaser,  the 
relation  of  tenants  in  common  is  not  creat- 
ed, and  the  transfer  of  the  title  is  incom- 
plete.   Keeler  v.  Goodwin,  111  Mass.  490. 

One  who  purchases  a  certain  quantity  of 
iron  out  of  a  bulk  much  larger,  and  receives 
from  the  vendor  an  order  upon  the  custo- 
dian of  the  mass,  entitling  him  to  take  his 
purchase,  but  fails  to  present  the  order  and 
have  what  he  bought  severed  from  the  bulk, 
acquires  no  title  that  will  sustain  an  action 
of  trover  by  him  against  a  later  purchaser 
of  the  entire  mass.  Pennsylvania  R  Co.  v. 
Hughes,  39  Pa.  521. 

When  a  seller  of  property  consisting  of  a 
number  of  articles  of  the  same  kind,  qual- 
ity, and  value  as  those  which  compose  the 
entire  mass  or  bulk  of  which  they  are  a 
part,  receives  from  the  purchaser  payment, 
and  delivers  the  entire  quantity  included  in 
the  part  purchased  to  a  third  person,  with 
notice  of  such  purchase,  the  sale  is  com- 
plete and  executed,  and  the  title  and  owner- 
ship pass  to  the  purchaser,  so  that  he  may 
recover  the  possession  of  the  property,  or 
damages  for  its  conversion,  from  the  third 
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person,  who  has  received  it  with  the  entire 
lot  Kingman  v.  Holmquist,  30  Kan.  735, 
69  Am.  Rep.  604,  14  Pae.  1()8. 

One  who  owns  a  number  of  bags  of  coffee 
left  in  custody  of  another  person,  but  nei- 
ther distinguished  by  any  special  marks  nor 
separated  from  other  bags  of  cofTee  belong- 
ing to  the  custodian  in  his  own  right,  may, 
upon  the  attachment  of  the  entire  quantity 
or  mass  of  coffee  in  the  possession  of  the 
custodian  by  a  creditor,  recover  in  replevin 
the  bags  belonging  to  him.  Gardner  t. 
Dutch,  9  Masa.  427. 

A  purchaser  who  has  paid  the  purchase 

Srice  and  received  from  the  vendor  an  or- 
er  upon  the  custodian,  which  the  latter  has 
accepted,  for  a  definite  number  of  heads  of 
cattle  which  constitute  a  portion  of  a  large 
herd  upon  a  particular  range,  may  maintain 
trover  against  a  subsequent  purchaser  of 
the  entire  herd,  who  had  knowledge  of  the 
previous  purchase,  and  had  recognized  the 
transfer  of  title,  notwithstanding  the  ani- 
mals had  not  been  separated,  marked,  or 
otherwise  identified  from  the  entire  herd. 
Watts  V.  Hendry,  13  Fla.  623. 

A  direction  by  the  vendee  of  eoods  to  a 
third  person,  who  had  the  custody  thereof, 
to  deliver  them  to  the  purchaser,  and  the 
custodian's  agreement,  upon  notice  and  ap- 
plication of  the  purchaser,  to  retain  the 
subject  of  the  sale  for  the  purchaser,  and 
to  deliver  it  to  him,  or  upon  his  order,  is 
a  good  constructive  delivery.  Williams  v. 
Lerch,  S6  Cal.  330. 

The  delivery  of  an  order  on  an  elevator 
company,  signed  by  one  who  owns  grain 
stored  in  such  elevator,  with  notice  to  the 
company  and  acceptance  by  it,  followed  by 
a  partial  delivery  of  the  grain  to  the  holder 
of  the  order,  transfers  the  title  and  prop- 
erhr  to  the  whole  of  such  grain.  Warren  v. 
Milliken,  67  Me.  97. 

Grain  in  storage  may  be  sold  in  parcels, 
and  the  title  thereto  will  pass  to  the  pur- 
chaser without  any  separation  of  the  quan- 
tity sold  from  the  rest  of  the  mass,  when 
the  storekeeper,  by  the  direction  of  both 
buyer  and  seller,  agrees  thereafter  to  hold 
the  quantity  sold  for  the  purchaser,  and 
deliver  it  to  him  or  upon  his  order  only. 
Cushing  v.  Breed,  14  Allen,  376,  92  Am.  Dec. 
777. 

A  sale  by  the  owner  of  50  barrels  of  flour 
out  of  a  larger  number  intrusted  to  a  rail- 
road company  for  carriage  to  a  general  mar- 
ket, evidenced  by  an  order  for  the  delivery, 
drawn  by  the  owner  upon  the  railroad  com- 
pany, and  given  to  the  purchaser,  where  the 
purchaser  presents  the  order,  and  it  is  ac- 
cepted by  the  railroad  company,  which  is- 
sues a  check  or  receipt,  entitling  him  to  re- 
ceive and  carry  away  the  60  barrels  pur- 
chased by  him,  passes  the  title  to  that  ntun- 
ber  of  iMirrels,  so  as  to  entitle  such  pur- 
chaser to  recover  the  value  thereof  from 
the  railroad  company,  or  any  number  of 
them  which  the  company  fails  to  deliver  to 
kirn.  Hall  v.  Boston  A  W.  R.  Corp.  14  Al- 
len, 439,  92  Am.  Dec.  783. 

There  is  a  sufficient  delivery  to  pass  the 
title  to  the  purchaser  as  against  the  levy 
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of  an  execution  upon  the  general  stock  of 
the  seller  when  there  is  a  sale  of  a  quantity 
of  barrels  out  of  a  larger  stock  stored  in 
the  warehouse  of  an  independent  bailee,  who 
is  notified  of  the  sale  by  both  parties,  and, 
at  the  request  of  the  purchaser,  undertakes 
to  keep  the  barrels  sold  for  him  until  they 
are  called  for,  even  where  they  are  not  des- 
ignated and  marked  nor  separated  from  the 
rest  of  the  stock,  when  all  the  barrels  in 
the  mass  are  of  the  same  size  and  quality. 
Carpenter  v.  Graham,  42  Mich.  191,  3  N.  W. 
974. 

A  bill  of  sale  given  by  the  owner  of  a 
quantity  of  coal  lying  upon  a  wharf,  to- 
gether with  an  order  upon  the  custodian  to 
deliver  it  to  the  purchaser,  followed  by  the 
presentation  and  acceptance  of  the  order, 
and  a  formal  transfer  of  the  possession,  sub- 
ject to  a  lien  for  freight  and  wharfage, 
transfers  the  title  to  the  buyer,  although 
the  coal  was  sold  for  a  stated  price  the  ton, 
and  neither  weighed  nor  measured.  Bos- 
well  v.  Green,  26  N.  J.  L.  390. 

Upon  a  bargain  and  sale  of  a  definite  num- 
ber of  bushels  of  wheat,  a  portion  of  a 
larger  quantity  belonging  to  the  vendor  and 
stored  in  an  elevator  of  a  third  party,  and 
a  payment  of  the  purchase  price  in  part, 
without  any  actual  delivery  to  the  buyer 
of  any  part  of  the  grain,  nor  any  separa- 
tion of  the  part  purchased  from  the  mass  in 
store,  when  no  order  is  given  to  the  buyer 
upon  the  warehouseman,  and  he  has  no  no- 
tice of  the  sale,  while  the  vendor,  from  time 
to  time  after  the  sale,  sells  portions  of  the 
wheat,  and  delivers  it  to  others,  and  re- 
places the  same  in  store,  no  title  passes  and 
the  subject  of  the  sale  continues  at  the  ven- 
dor's risk.     Rodee  v.  Wade,  47  Barb.  63. 

The  intention  of  the  parties  to  pass  the 
property  from  seller  to  buyer,  so  as  to  bring 
the  case  within  the  principle  of  Kimberlv  v. 
Patchin,  19  N.  Y.  330,  75  Am.  Dec.  334, 
was  asserted  on  the  part  of  the  vendor,  and 
with  equal  emphasis  denied  on  the  part  of 
the  vendee,  and  the  jury  took  the  vendee's 
side,  upon  the  conflict  of  testimony,  in  Ro- 
dee V.  Wade,  supra. 

Upon  a  purchase  of  a  quantity  of  sulphur 
"ex  steamer  when  ready  to  discharge,"  the 
giving  by  the  vendor  to  the  purchaser  of  a 
delivery  order  drawn  upon  the  master  of 
the  steamer,  its  presentation  by  a  lighter- 
man at  the  buyer's  instance,  the  acceptance 
of  the  order,  the  weighing  out  of  bulk  of 
the  sulphur,  and  the  transfer  of  it  to  the 
lighter,  complete  delivery,  execute  the  con- 
tract of  sale,  and  pass  the  title.  Mayer  v. 
Beggs,  9  Misc.  352,  29  N.  Y.  Supp.  702. 

The  rule  of  law  is  that  where  personal 
property  sold  is  in  storage,  out  of  the  vend- 
or's possession,  a  bill  of  sale  with  notice  to 
the  custodian  is  a  constructive  delivery. 
Records  v.  Philadelphia,  W.  4  B.  R.  Co.  9 
Phila.  55. 

The  giving  by  an  owner  of  grain  of  an 
order  upon  the  agent  of  a  carrier  havins 
possession  of  it,  for  delivery  of  a  stated 
part  of  it  to  a  purchaser,  and  the  presenta- 
tion of  such  order  to,  and  its  acceptance  by, 
the  carrier's  agent,  by  the  buyer,  coupled 
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with  a  tender  to  the  seller  of  the  purchase 
money,  complete  the  sale  and  make  the  con- 
tract an  executed  one.  Sahlman  t.  Mills,  3 
Strobh.  L.  384,  51  Am.  Dee.  630. 

In  Swanwick  t.  Sothern,  9  Ad.  &  El. 
896,  there  was  a  sale  of  1,028  and  a  frac- 
tion of  bushels  of  oats,  all  there  were  in  a 
certain  bin  in  a.  warehouse,  and  a  transfer 
to  the  buyer  of  a  deliyery  order  on  the 
warehouseman,  followed  by  his  acceptance 
of  it  and  a  change  of  account  accordingly 
upon  his  books;  and  the  court  held  the 
property  passed  to  the  buyer,  being  of  the 
opinion  that  the  identity  of  the  oats  and 
the  quantity  of  them  were  known,  and  that 
although  the  warehouseman  was  directed  in 
the  order  to  weigh  them  out  to  the  pur- 
chaser, that  operation  was  merely  for  the 
latter's  satisfaction,  and  not  at  all  essen- 
tial to  the  completion  of  the  sale,  as  it 
would  have  been  had  there  been  *a  larger 
amount  of  oats  in  the  bin,  or  if  the  bin 
bad  not  been  specified,  and  there  were  more 
oats  in  the  warehouse. 

The  purchaser  of  a  quanUty  of  flour,  part 
of  a  larger  quantity  belonging  to  the  seller, 
and  stored  in  a  warehouse,  acquires  no  such 
title  and  ownership  of  his  purchase  by  an 
order  upon  the  warehouseman  to  deliver  it 
to  him,  and  the  acceptance  of  such  order, 
and  transfer  of  the  property  on  the  ware- 
house books,  as  will  entitle  him,  when  no 
separation  of  bis  purchase  from  the  mass 
was  made,  to  recover  his  purchase  from  a 
sherilT  who  has  seized  the  entire  mass  on 
legal  process  against  the  seller.  Adams  v. 
Gorham,  6  Cal.  68. 

When  a  commodity  represented  by  a  ware- 
house receipt  is  a  part  of  a  larger  bulk  or 
mass  of  articles  of  the  same  description  or 
brand,  so  that  a  separation  is  necessary  in 
order  to  ascertain  and  identify  what  is  em- 
braced in  the  receipt,  no  title  passes  to  the 
holder  of  the  receipt  until  such  separation 
and  identification  have  been  made.  Fergu- 
son T.  Northern  Bank,  14  Bush,  655,  29  Am. 
Rep.  418. 

The  case  of  Ferguson  v.  Northern  Bank, 
Bupra,  was  followed  in  Mercer  Nat.  Bank 
V.  Hawkins,  104  Ky.  171,  47  S.  W.  717. 

No  title  passes  to  the  purrhaser  of  a  defi- 
nite number  of  bushels  of  corn  at  a  stated 
price  the  bushel  out  of  a  larger  store  be- 
longing to  the  vendor  in  the  warehouse  of 
a  third  person,  paid  for  by  the  purchaser's 
bill  of  exchange,  and  accompanied  by  the 
giving  to  the  buyer  of  an  order  for  his  pur- 
chase, drawn  by  the  seller  on  the  ware- 
houseman, until  the  corn  sold  has  been  sepa- 
rated from  the  mass;  and  this  is  so,  wholly 
irrespective  of  the  intention  of  the  parties 
to  pass  the  title.  Waldo  v.  Belcher,  33  N. 
C.   (11  Ired.  L.)  609. 

Of  the  case  of  Waldo  v.  Belcher,  supra,  it 
was  said  by  the  court  in  Blakolv  v.  Patrick, 
67  N.  C.  40,  12  Am.  Rep.  600:  "It  was 
fully  argued  by  counsel  on  both  sides,  anil 
after  due  consideration,  an  opinion  was  filed 
which  is  sustained  by  the  reason  of  tlie  thinj: 
and  by  the  authorities  cited.  We  do  not 
feel  called  on  to  review  it." 

The  drawing  by  the  owner  of  a  stock  of 
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timber  of  an  order  upon  a  pond  keeper  to 
deliver  to  a  purchaser  500  tons  of  18-inch 
pine  timber,  and  the  acceptance  of  such 
order  by  the  pond  keeper,  and  the  credit- 
ing of  the  buyer  with  the  timber  mentioned 
in  the  order  in  the  account,  do  not,  with- 
out a  separation  and  appropriation,  pass 
the  property  in  any  specific  or  particular 
timber,  and  therefore  an  assignee  of  the 
buyer,  after  a  demand  and  refusal,  cannot 
maintain  trover.  PoUok  v.  Fisher,  6  N.  B. 
515. 

If  it  be  granted  that  the  delivery  or  trans- 
fer of  a  warehouse  receipt  may  stand  for 
the  goods  it  mentions,  although  they  are 
part  of  a  bulk  or  mass,  if  the  units  com- 
posing such  bulk  or  mass  are  all  alike  in 
size,  kind,  weight,  and  quality,  it  will  not 
and  cannot  so  operate  where  there  are  sub- 
stantial physical  differences  in  the  constitu- 
ent units,  unless  there  is  a  separation  of  the 
specific  property  represented  in  the  receipt 
from  the  whole  quantity  of  which  it  forms 
a  part.  Pierson  v.  Metropolitan  Bank,  106 
La.  298,  30  So.  885. 

Upon  a  sale  by  broker's  note  of  50  tons 
of  Greenland  oil,  payable  by  acceptance  fall- 
ing due  in  the  future,  and  a  delivery  by 
the  seller  of  an  order  on  a  wharfinger  for 
that  number  of  tons  out  of  90  belonging  to 
the  vendor,  where,  by  the  custom  of  the 
trade,  the  casks  are  to  be  searched  by  the 
vendor's  cooper,  attended  by  the  broker  rep- 
resenting both  parties,  and  the  foot-dirt  and 
water  in  each  ascertained  and  allowed  for, 
and  the  casks  filled  at  the  vendor's  expense 
before  actual  delivery,  the  title  does  not 
pass  until  the  custom  mentioned  has  been 
followed.     Wallace  v.  Breeds,  13  East,  522. 

Upon  an  oral  sale  of  4  pockets  of  hops,  2 
of  which  are  inspected,  approved,  subse- 
quently received  and  paid  for  by  the  buyer, 
and  the  other  2  of  which  are  lying  in  a  dis- 
tant warehouse,  for  the  seller's  account,  and 
are  sold  by  sample,  a  mere  direction  of  the 
vendor  to  the  warehouseman  to  mark  2  of 
his  pockets  as  sold,  awaiting  the  buyer's 
orders,  and  the  rendering  of  an  invoice,  do 
not,  without  more,  pass  title  to  the  hops  in 
the  warehouse  to  the  buyer,  so  as  to  enable 
the  seller  to  maintain  an  action  against  him 
for  the  price.  Jenner  v.  Smith,  L.  R.  4  C. 
P.  270. 

The  trainsaction  in  Elliott  v.  Heginbotham 
2  Car.  &  K.  645,  was  a  sale  by  sample  of  2 
dozen  sacks  out  of  a  lot  over  200  of  flour 
of  a  named  brand,  lying  in  a  warehouse, 
coupled  with  an  order  on  the  warehouseman 
to  deliver,  and  a  transfer  accordingly  on 
his  books.  The  purchaser  paid  for  and  re- 
moved one  half  of  the  purchase,  but  refused 
to  take  tlie  rest,  because  it  did  not  corre- 
spond with  the  sample,  and  the  seller  brousht 
an  action  for  goods  sold  and  delivered.  The 
court.  Baron  Rolfe,  said  the  single  question 
in  the  case  was  whether  the  goods  were  sold 
and  delivered.  He  thought  they  were  not. 
Probably  it  was  a  bargain  and  sale,  but  that 
was  very  difl'erent,  and  the  vendor  was  non- 
suited. 

I'pon  a  sale  of  personal  property  consist- 
ing of  parts  of  a  mass  or  bulk  in  storage 
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in  a  warehouae,  the  passing  of  title  to  tlie 
purchaser  may  be  entirely  consistent  with 
retention  by  the  seller  of  a  lien  for,  and  a 
right  to  withhold  a  delivery  of,  the  prop- 
erty sold  until  the  purchase  price  has  been 
paid.    Keeler  v.  Goodwin,  111  Mass.  490. 

If  a  purchaser  of  46  puncheons  of  rum, 
lyin>;  in  a  warehouse,  where  the  custom  of 
the  trade  is  to  transfer  possession  by  means 
of  delivery  orders,  sells  them  again  without 
removing,  on  credit,  to  an  employee  of  the 
warehouseman,  taking  his  accepted  bills  for 
the  price,  but,  although  rendering  an  in- 
\oice,  refuses  to  surrender  delivery  orders 
for  more  than  2  of  the  puncheons,  there  is 
no  such  delivery  to  the  employee  of  posses- 
sion as  will  pass  title  and  deprive  the  vend- 
or of  the  lien  for  the  purchase  money,  not- 
withstanding the  employee,  by  virtue  of  his 
employment,  has  access  to  the  rum,  and 
does  in  fact  cooper  and  gauge  some  of  the 
puncheons  while  his  bills  are  running;  and 
therefore  bis  subvendees  are  not  entitled  to 
the  mm,  as  against  his  vendor,  after  his 
acceptances  have  matured  and  are  dishon- 
ored. Dixon  V.  Yates,  5  Barn.  &  Ad.  313,  23 
Eng.  RuL  Cas.  386. 

The  cases  on  the  subject  of  sales  estab- 
lish the  principle  that  whenever  anything 
remains  to  be  done  by  the  seller  which  is 
essential  to  the  completion  of  the  contract, 
a  symbolical  delivery  by  transfer  in  the 
wharfinger's  books  will  not  defeat  the  right 
of  stoppage  in  transitu,  as  between  buyer 
and  seller.  Swanwick  v.  Sothern,  9  Ad.  & 
£1.  895. 

The  seller  of  a  particular  lot  of  rosin  at 
a  stated  rate  the  hundredweight,  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  warehouseman,  to  be  paid  for 
by  bill  of  exchange,  does  not,  by  delivering 
an  order  on  the  warehouseman  to  weigh  and 
deliver  the  rosin  to  the  buyer,  lose  his  right 
to  stop  «n  transitu  on  the  buyer's  insolvency 
before  the  weighing  is  done.  Withers  v. 
Lyss,  4  Campb.  237. 

In  Godts  v.  Rose,  17  C.  B.  229,  there  was 
a  sale  by  broker's  bought-and-sold  note  of  5 
tons  of  first  quality  foreign  refined  rape 
oil  at  S3  shillings  the  hundredweight,  to  be 
delivered  free  within  a  fortnight,  and  paid 
for  in  cash  on  delivery,  less  2%  per  centum 
discount,  as  the  court  construed  the  contract 
against  the  buyer's  contention  that  he  was 
entitled  to  fourteen  days'  credit.  The  seller 
issued  an  order  upon  a  wharfinger  to  deliver 
rertain  casks  of  oil  in  execution  of  the  con- 
tract, and  sent  it  by  messenger  with  an  in- 
voice to  the  buyer,  and  a  demand  for  a 
clicck.  The  buyer  retained  the  order  and 
refused  payment,  and  the  wharfinger,  though 
notified  that  the  order  had  been  revoked, 
afterwards  honored  it  and  delivered  the  oil. 
The  court  held  that  the  seller  had  not  part- 
ed with  bis  property,  and  was  entitled  to 
maintain  trover  for  it  against  the  buyer. 
In  concurring  in  the  judgment,  Williams, 
J.,  said:  This  was  not  a  sale  of  any  specific 
oil;  but  the  seller  intended  to  appropriate 
to  the  buyer  5  tons  out  of  the  quantity  he 
Ixd  at  the  wharf,  and  he  sent  the  wharfln- 
gw  a  transfer  order  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying that  appropriation  into  effect.  There 
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is  no  doubt  upon  the  authorities  that  if 
the  transfer  order  had  been  delivered  to  the 
buyer,  and  he  had  carried  it  to  the  wharf- 
inger, and  the  latter  had  consented  to  hold 
the  oil  therein  specified  for  him,  or  if,  after 
the  order  had  been  left  with  the  wharfinger 
by  the  seller's  clerk,  the  wharfinger  had 
communicated  it  to  the  buyer,  and  ^he  lat- 
ter had  assented  to  it,  either  tacitly  or  ex- 
plicitly, that  would  have  constituted  a  com- 
plete transfer,  inasmuch  as  the  transaction 
would  amount  to  an  arrangement  between 
the  three — the  vendor,  the  wharfinger,  and 
the  vendee — that  the  oil  should  remain  in 
the  wharfinger's  hands  as  the  agent  of  the 
vendee.  But  it  is  impossible  to  say  that 
the  facts  here  show  that  any  arrangement 
of  that  kind  was  made. 

A  warehouseman  who  accepts  from  the 
owner  of  property  stored  in  bulk  in  his 
warehouse  an  order  given  to  a  purchaser  for 
the  delivery  of  a  part  of  it,  and  makes,  in 
pursuance  of  such  order,  a  transfer  on  his 
book  of  such  property,  renders  himself  lia- 
ble for  it  to  such  purchaser.  Adams  v. 
Gorham,  6  Cal.  68. 

A  warehouseman  who  accepts  an  order 
drawn  on  him  by  the  owner  of  malt  in  his 
custody  in  favor  of  a  purchaser,  and  who 
receipts  in  writing  to  the  purchaser  for  the 
malt  mentioned  in  the  order,  to  be  held  on 
the  purchaser's  account,  cannot  refuse  to 
deliver  it  on  the  ground  that  the  usage  of 
trade  required  it  to  be  remeasured  before 
the  transfer  became  complete,  and  that  be- 
fore that  was  done  the  seller  became  a  bank- 
rupt. Stonard  v.  Dunkin,  2  Campb.  344, 
11  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  105. 

A  delivery  by  a  vendor  to  the  vendee  on  a 
sale  of  20  sacks  of  flour  of  an  order  upon 
a  warehouseman,  and  the  acceptance  by  the 
latter  of  the  order  on  presentation,  and  de- 
livery of  S  sacks,  gives  the  purchaser  a 
right  to  demand  and  receive  the  other  15 
from  the  warehouseman,  and  it  is  no  de- 
fense to  him  that  he  has  not  on  hand  that 
number  of  sacks  which  belonged  to  the  vend- 
or at  the  time  of  sale.  Gillett  v.  Hill,  2 
Cromp.  &  M.  530. 

The  delivery  to  a  purchaser  by  a  wharf- 
inger of  his  warrant  for  250  out  of  600 
bales  of  cotton,  arrived  by  a  named  ship, 
all  marked  alike,  but  designated  in  the  war- 
rant as  numbered  1  to  250,  does  not  amount 
to  an  appropriation  and  acceptance  of  any 
particular  bales,  although  in  fact  num- 
bered seriatim  by  the  wharfinger  after 
landing  the  cargo,  so  as  to  vest  title  to  the 
thus-numbered  bales,  and  entitle  him  to 
maintain  trover  against  the  wharfinger  for 
inadvertently  delivering  them  on  other  war- 
rants, where  other  bales  were  offered  in  lien 
thereof.  Campbell  v.  Mersey  Docks  &  Har- 
bour Board,  14  C.  B.  N.  S.  412. 

When  a  warehouseman  having  in  his 
granary  a  large  quantity  of  barley  sells  out 
of  it  80  quarters  without  appropriating  any 
particular  sacks  for  delivery  to  the  buyer, 
and  thereupon  the  buyer,  in  turn,  sells  to  a 
third  person  60  of  such  80  quarters  of  the 
grain,  receiving  payment  and  giving  him  a 
delivery  order  for  it  upon  a  railroad  station 


Digitized  by 


Google 


52 


RHODE  ISLAND  SUPREME  COURT. 


Mab., 


agent,  who  was  to  receive  the  purchase  and 
forward  it,  such  warehouseman  precludes 
himself  from  denying  that  the  title  passed 
to  the  second  purchaser  when,  on  application 
of  the  station  agent  and  presentation  of  the 
delivery  order,  he  promises  to  put  the  CO 
quarters  on  the  cars  when  they  are  to  be 
forwarded.  Knights  v.  Wiffen,  L.  R.  5  Q. 
B.  COO. 

The  owners  of  a  quantity  of  wheat  in  the 
custody  of  another  person,  who  have  sold 
out  of  it  a  small  portion  to  such  custodian, 
are  entitled  to  recover  from  him  the  entire 
quantity,  where  the  portion  sold  has  not 
been  divided  or  separated  from  the  bulk,  or 
in  any  other  way  designated  and  identified, 
upon  the  refusal  of  such  custodian  to  permit 
them  to  remove  the  lot.  Cook  v.  Logan,  7 
Iowa,  142. 

If  the  owner  of  a  hundred  barrels  of  flour, 
all  of  the  same  quality,  kind,  and  value,  in 
the  custody  of  a  railroad  company  as  ware- 
houseman, charges  paid,  sells  them  all  to 
three  different  persons,  50  barrels  to  one, 
and  25  barrels  to  each  of  the  others,  and  de- 
livers to  each  purchaser  an  order  on  the 
railway  station  agent  for  the  number  of 
barrels  he  purchased,  all  of  which  orders  are 
presented  and  accepted,  and  two  of  the  pur- 
chasers respectively  take  away  their  entire 
purchase,  while  the  third  buyer  removes  a 
portion  of  his  purchase,  the  sale  is  com- 
plete and  the  contracts  are  executed,  the 
title  and  ownership  pass  to  the  buyers,  and 
if  the  remaining  barrels  are  destroyed  by 
fire,  the  loss  is  that  of  the  third  buyer,  not 
tho  vendors.  Newhall  t.  Langdon,  39  Ohio 
St.  87,  48  Am.  Rep.  420. 

The  owner  of  a  quantity  of  wheat,  who 
has  deposited  it  in  a  warehouse  and  consent- 
ed to  its  being  mingled  with  wheat  belong- 
ing to  others,  in  one  common  mass,  may,  aft- 
er the  others  have  withdrawn  their  wheat 
and  left  in  the  warehouse  no  more  wheat 
than  he  contributed  to  the  mass,  maintain 
replevin  for  al!  there  is  left,  or  recover  for 
its  conversion.  Young  v.  Miles,  20  Wis. 
615,  on  later  appeal,  23  Wis.  643. 

A  sale  by  a  distiller,  for  delivery  upon  a 
future  date  named,  and  the  payment  of  the 
price  in  full  by  the  purchaser,  of  8  barrels 
of  whisky  on  store  with  others  belonging  to 
the  seller  in  a  government  warehouse,  does 
not,  by  the  subsequent  delivery  to  a  third 
party  from  such  warehouse  of  20  barrels, 
amount  to  a  constructive  delivery  of  the  8 
barrels  first  sold,  where  there  has  been  no 
specific  separation  and  identification,  so  as 
to  transfer  the  ownership  as  against  an  exe- 
cution creditor  of  the  seller,  levying  upon 
the  property.    May  v.  Hoaglan,  9  Bush,  171. 

XTJI.  Community     of     ownerahip     in 
moBseB  of  personal  property. 

If  the  owner  of  a  large  quantity  of  bulky 
personal  property,  all  of  the  same  kind, 
stored  in  a  warehouse,  should  sell  parts  of  it 
to  sundry  purchasers,  and  deliver  to  each 
representative  warehouse  receipts  and  orders 
covering  the  entire  lot,  he  would  assuredly 
convey  away  his  whole  title  to  the  several 
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purchasers.  Thus,  where  the  owner  of  a 
number  of  barrels  of  flour  in  another's  ware- 
house sold  some  of  them  to  one  person,  some 
to  another,  and  the  rest  to  others,  in  several 
lots,  until  he  had  disposed  of  the  entire 
number,  and  gave  to  each  purchaser  an  or- 
der on  the  warehouseman  for  the  delivery  of 
the  number  of  barrels  the  recipient  had 
bought,  he  was  esteemed  to  have  complete- 
ly devested  himself  of  all  title  to  the  flour. 
Horr  V.  Barker,  8  Cal.  610,  s.  c  subsequent 
appeal,  11  Cal.  393;  Newhall  v.  Langdon, 
39  Ohio  St.  87,  48  Am.  Rep.  426. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  title  the  several 
purchasers  acquire  in  such  a  case?  The 
courts  have  not  agreed  upon  the  answer  to 
this  question.  If,  says  one,  the  goods  of 
two  persons  are,  by  their  consent,  so  inter- 
mixed that  they  can  no  longer  be  distin- 
guished, they  belong  to  both,  as  tenants  in 
common.    Oilman  v.  Hill,  36  K.  H.  311. 

When  several  parties  store  grain  in  an 
elevator,  and  the  grain  is  put  in  one  common 
mass,  according  to  a  general  custom,  the 
several  owners  become  tenants  in  common 
of  the  grain.  Hence,  when  a  sale  is  made 
of  a  certain  number  of  bushels  of  grain 
stored  in  an  elevator,  without  any  separa- 
tion or  removal  of  the  quantity  sold,  the 
purchaser  acquires  a  title  to  the  grain  as  a 
tenant  in  common  with  his  vendor,  and  the 
other  owners,  if  any,  of  the  rest  of  the  mass. 
Cushing  V.  Breed,  14  Allen,  376,  92  Am.  Dee. 
777. 

When  there  is  a  sale  of  a  definite  number 
of  articles  out  of  a  greater  number,  or  of 
a  certain  quantity  of  a  commodity  out  of  a 
larger  quantity,  all  of  the  same  kind,  quali- 
ty, and  value,  which  the  purchaser  has  the 
right  to  take  away  whenever  be.  chooses, 
and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  parties  that 
the  title  shall  pass,  the  vendor  and  vendee 
become  tenants  in  common,  according  to 
their  respective  interests,  of  the  entire  lot. 
Mackellar  v.  Pillsbury,  48  Minn.  390,  51  K. 
W.  222. 

A  part  of  the  controversy  in  Bank  of 
Rome  V.  Haselton,  16  Lea,  210,  was  over  the 
question  whether  a  warehouse  receipt  for 
"60,000  pounds  of  assorted  bar  iron,  made 
at  the  Vulcan  Works,"  and  other  receipts 
for  nails,  spikes,  and  pig  iron,  no  more  defi- 
nite in  terms,  were  sufficiently  descriptive  to 
identify  and  preserve  and  pass  title  to  the 
property  they  mentioned,  notwithstanding 
it  was  mingled  in  the  warehouse  with  other 
bar  iron,  sorted  into  sizes,  and  other  kegs 
of  nails  and  spikes,  grouped  according  to 
kinds,  in  one  general  bulk  or  mass.  The 
court  sided  with  those  who  held  that  the 
several  depositors  and  owners  of  the  receipts 
were  tenants  in  common  of  the  mass,  and 
that  the  units  in  the  mass — bars  of  iron, 
kegs  of  nails  or  spikes,  pigs  of  metal,  when 
each  kind  was  kept  by  itself,  in  order — were 
like  grains  of  wheat  in  an  elevator,  and  the 
same  rule  applied. 

According  to  another  authority,  there 
may  be  a  divided  ownership,  or  different 
owners  of  separate  quantities  or  parts  of 
property,  divisible  in  its  nature,  and  ascer- 
tainable by  measure,  weight,  or  count,  all 
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contained  in  a  single  homogeneous  mass,  or 
a  bulk  made  up  of  units  wliicli  are  all  alike. 
Lobdell  V.  Stowell,  HI  N.  Y.  70. 

If  a  bailee  or  warehouseman  receives 
Kheat  from  sundry  bailors,  and  mingles  it 
together  and  with  grain  of  his  own,  by  the 
consent  of  the  owners,  each  depositor  re- 
mains an  owner  of  his  own  share  of  the 
resultant  mass.  Bretz  v.  Diehl,  117  Pa.  589, 
2  Am.  St.  Rep.  706,  11  Atl.  893. 

This  appears  to  be  something  other  than 
an  ordinary  tenancy  in  common.  Thus,  it 
has  been  declared  that  owners  of  property 
of  the  same  kind  and  of  equal  value,  like 
cereal  grains  or  wines,  may  consent  that 
they  be  mingled  together  in  one  mass,  and 
each  will  retain  title  to  his  aliquot  part, 
and  may  maintain  replevin  for  his  share 
against  a  wrongdoer  ■  wlio  acquires  posses- 
sion of  it.  Andrews  v.  Richmond,  34 
llun,  20. 

And  again:  In  a  case  where  several  per- 
sons own  a  commodity  mingled  in  a  com- 
mon mass,  such  as  grain,  all  of  the  same  na- 
ture and  value,  each  owner  may  take  out  his 
own  share  of  the  bulk,  kind  for  kind,  and 
measure  for  measure.  Kaufmann  v.  Schill- 
ing, 58  Mo.  218. 

In  the  case  of  Gardner  v.  Dutch,  9  Mass. 
427,  in  which  there  had  been  a  sale  without 
division  of  several  out  of  many  bags  of 
coiTee,  and  the  purchaser  had  brought  re- 
plevin after  an  attachment  of  the  lot  by  a 
creditor  of  the  vendor,  the  court  observed 
that  if  the  plaintifT  was  a  tenant  in  common 
with  the  custodian  of  the  coffee,  he  could 
not  maintain  replevin  for  his  undivided 
share;  but  he  was  not  s  tenant  in  common; 
though  the  bags  belonging  to  him  had  no 
distinguishing  marks,  he  might  have  taken 
and  carried  away  a  number  of  bags,  and 
the  quantity  of  coffee  to  which  he  was  en- 
titled, by  his  own  selection,  while  they  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  party  left  in  pos- 
session, and  no  action  by  a  creditor  of  the 
custodian,  or  of  a  sheriff,  in  levying  upon 
the  custodian's  property,  could  affect  or 
change  the  rights  of  a  third  party. 

The  case  of  Gardner  v.  Dutch,  supra,  was 
cited  and  explained  in  Scudder  v.  Worster, 
11  Cush.  573,  in  which  an  opposite  conclu- 
sion was  reached  by  saying  the  point  taken 
in  the  caSe  was  that  the  plaintiff  had  not 
the  sole  property,  but  only  an  undivided 
interest,  and  so  could  not  maintain  replevin, 
and  the  court  ruled  that  the  plaintiff  was 
not  a  tenant  in  common,  but  might  have  tak- 
en the  number  of  bags  to  which  he  was  en- 
titled at  his  own  selection,  and  maintain  his 
action ;  adding  that  this  case,  on  the  face  of 
it,  seems  to  go  far  to  recognize  the  right  of 
one  having  a  definite  number  of  barrels  of 
any  given  articles,  mingled  in  a  common 
mass,  to  select  and  take  the  number  to 
which  he  is  entitled,  although  no  previous 
separation  has  taken  place.  It  is,  however 
to  be  borne  in  mind  in  reference  to  this 
case,  that  it  did  not  arise  between  vendor 
and  vendee.  It  did  not  raise  the  question 
as  to  what  is  necessary  to  constitute  a  de- 
livery, and  how  far  it  is  necessary  to  have 
a  separation  from  a  mass  of  articles  to 
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constitute  a  transfer  of  title.  Perhaps  the 
circumstances  may  well  have  warranted 
that  decision,  but  we  are  not  satisfied  that 
the  doctrine  of  it  could  be  properly  applied 
to  a  case  where  the  party  asserts  his  title, 
claiming  only  as  a  purchaser  of  a  specific 
numtier  of  barrels,  there  having  been  no 
possession  on  his  part,  and  no  separation 
of  the  same  from  a  larger  mass  of  articles 
similar  in  kind,  and  no  descriptive  marks 
to  designate  them. 

Ordinarily,  said  the  court,  in  Smith  v. 
Jones,  63  A"rk.  232,  37  S.  W.  1052,  in  refer- 
ring to  the  case  of  separate  sales  to  two 
different  persons  of  different  quantities  of 
lumber  out  of  a  stock,  and  the  contention 
that  there  was  no  segregation  of  tlie  proper- 
ty purchased  by  each  from  that  purchased 
by  the  other,  or  from  the  remainder  of  tlie 
stock,  separation  is  an  element  of  the  sale; 
but  when  separation  can  serve  no  useful 
purpose  to  the  parties,  but,  on  tlie  contrary, 
will  entail  great  expense,  we  think  a  deliv- 
ery of  the  whole  to  the  two  purchasers,  who 
have,  in  the  meantime,  become  the  owners 
in  common,  when  done  in  a  reasonable  time, 
is  sufficient. 

The  court  in  Chapman  v.  Shepard,  39 
Conn.  413,  while  holding  that  the  title 
passed  from  vendor  to  vendee  to  600  bags 
of  meal,  without  separation  from  a  larger 
number  with  which  they  were  mingled, 
where  all  the  bags  were  of  the  same  size, 
weight,  condition,  quality,  and  value,  deemed 
it  unnecessary  to  decide  whether  the  ven- 
dee acquired  a  title  in  severalty  or  in  com- 
mon with  his  vendor,  for  the  reason  that 
there  were  counts  in  the  plaintiff's  declara- 
tion in  the  case  adapted  to  either  alterna- 
tive, merely  saying  that  if  the  intention  of 
the  parties  were  clear  that  the  title  should 
be  transferred,  it  would  hold  that  such  in- 
tentioif  must  be  carried  into  effect;  and  if 
the  only  mode  of  accomplishing  the  purpose 
of  the  parties  is  through  the  medium  of  a 
tenancy  in  common,  tlien  such  tenancy  is 
created;  but  it  inclined  to  the  opinion  that 
the  authorities  did  not  recognize  a  species 
of  title  in  severalty  to  a  definite  portion  of 
property  remaining  intermixed  with  other 
property  of  tlie  same  identical  kind. 

The  receipt  of  wlieat  by  millers  to  store 
for  its  owner,  subject  to  his  order  or  option 
to  take  the  market  price  on  or  before  a 
named  future  date,  and  the  deposit  of  the 
grain  by  the  recipients  in  a  bin  containing 
other  wheat  of  the  same  value,  from  which 
they  daily  take  out,  and  to  which  they 
continually  add,  quantities  of  like  wheat,  is 
a  bailment,  and  not  a  sale,  and  gives  the 
millers  no  title.  Andrews  v.  Richmond,  34 
Hun,   20. 

When  millers  receive  from  different  farm- 
ers sundry  quantities  of  wheat,  which  tliey 
mingle  in  a  common  stock,  and  are  at  liber- 
ty to  sell  or  grind  into  flour,  at  their  option, 
and  bound  to  pay  on  call  the  market  price 
to  any  farmer  for  the  quantity  he  has  de- 
livered, or,  if  the  farmer  desires,  to  return 
him  an  equal  quantity  of  the  same  grade  of 
wlieat;  and,  in  addition,  the  millers  some- 
times make  advances  to  the  farmers,  and  the 
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fr.rmers,  after  a  time,  become  liable  for 
8tora'»e  charges,  it  is  not  a  misrepresenta- 
tion for  the  millers  to  insure  their  whole 
stock  of  wheat  as  their  own  property,  and, 
if  a  loss  occurs  within  the  meaning  of  an 
insurance  policy,  the  millers  are  entitled  to 
recover  from  the  insurer.  South  Australian 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Randell,  22  L.  T.  N.  S.  843. 

When  a  miller,  from  time  to  time,  de- 
posits in  a  warehouse  numbers  of  barrels 
of  flour,  all  of  the  same  size,  quality,  and 
value,  which  the  warehouseman  receives  and 
stores  all  in  one  lot,  putting  each  succes- 
sive deposit  atop  of  the  previous  ones,  and 
making  deliveries  in  such  wise  as  to  open 
and  extend  a  passageway  through  the  mass; 
and  then  the  miller  indorses  the  warehouse 
receipts  over  to  a  carrier,  to  deliver  the 
flour  they  represent  to  sundry  consignees, 
to  whom  it  had  been  sold,  and  on  whom 
drafts  for  the  purchase  price  had  been 
drawn,  no  one  purchaser  obtains,  as  against 
anotlier  purchaser,  a  title  to  any  particular 
barrels  of  flour  until  those  he  lias  pur- 
chased have  been  taken  out  of  the  lot  and 
speciflcally  appropriated  to  him.  All  he 
gets  is  a  right  to  have  the  separation  and 
appropriation  made.  Gardiner  v.  Suydam,  7 
N.  Y.  357. 

Separate  purchases  by  different  purchas- 
ers, not  in  privity,  of  Hour  in  barrels  to 'a 
number  sulTicient  in  the  aggregate  to  make  a 
car  load,  which  is  consigned  in  bulk  by 
the  vendor  to  one  of  them  for  segregation 
and  delivery  to  the  others,  amount  merely 
to  executory  contracts  of  sale  until  segre- 
gated into  different  lots,  and  each  lot  is  ap- 
propriated to  its  respective  purchaser,  and 
no  title  passes  to  any  purchaser  that  will 
enable  him  to  recover  the  posscssiion  of  the 
number  of  barrels  he  bought  until  the  con- 
tents of  the  car  have  beeu  allotted  by  the 
consignee  to  the  several  purchaser^.  Car- 
penter V.  Glass,  67  Ark.  135,  53  S.  W.  678. 

In  the  case  of  Carpenter  v.  Glass,  supra, 
which  denied  the  right  of  one  purchaser  of 
a  cert.iin  number  of  barrels  of  flour  shipped 
along  with  otlier  barrels,  sutlicient  to  fill  a 
car,  and  consigned  to  one  of  the  purchasers, 
to  recover  the  number  of  barrels  sold  to  him 
by  the  consignors,  Wood,  J.,  with  the  con- 
currence of  Riddick,  J.,  dissented,  but  did 
not  differ  with  the  majority  of  the  court 
with  respect  of  any  of  the  principles  of  law, 
but  because  he  thought  the  consignee  was 
rather  the  agent  of  the  purchasers,  to  re- 
ceive, than  of  the  vendors,  to  deliver,  the 
several  consignments  of  flour. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  commodity  out  of  a  mass 
to  one  party,  followed  by  a  sale  of  the  resi- 
due of  the  mass  to  another  party,  and  a  de- 
livery to  the  second  purchaser  of  the  cus- 
tody and  possession  of  the  entire  lot,  the 
title  to  the  first  portion  sold  passes  to  the 
first  purchaser  as  soon  as  the  second  pur- 
chaser has  8e|>arated  it  and  set  it  apart 
from  the  entire  mass,  as  against  attaching 
creditors  of  the  vendor.  Cloud  v.  Moorman, 
18  Ind.  40. 

When  the  owner  of  a  large  number  of 
barrels  of  beef,  all  of  equal  value  and  all 
in  one  parcel,  sells  a  certain  number  of  them 
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to  one  purchaser  and  receives  the  price,  and 
a  certain  number  to  another  purchaser,  re- 
serving the  rest  for  himself,  and  makes  a 
delivery  of  the  entire  lot  to  an  agent  for  the 
vendees,  from  whom  afterwards  the  second 
purchaser  takes  away  the  number  sold  to 
him,  and  the  seller  removes  the  number  re- 
served by  himself,  so  that  the  barrels  which 
remain  in  tlie  agent's  hands  are  equal  in 
number  to  those  sold  to  the  first  purchaser, 
there  is  a  sufficient  separation  and  designa- 
tion of  the  subject  of  the  first  sale  to  pass 
the  title  and  property  to  the  first  purchas- 
er, and  to  enable  him  to  maintain  trover 
against  a  stranger  who  takes  away  and  con-° 
verts  the  property.  Valentine  v.  Brown,  18 
Pick.  649. 

Upon  a  sale  by  public  auction  of  a  large 
quantity  of  com  in  the  crib,  offered  in  lot.4 
of  100  bushels  each,  with  the  privilege  to 
the  successful  bidder  of  taking  as  many  lots 
as  he  may  desire,  when  several  lots  have 
been  knocked  down  to  different  bidders,  and 
only  one  of  them  has  been  removed  from  the 
mass,  the  contract  of  sale  is  still  executory 
as  to  the  others  until  there  has  been  a  sepa- 
ration and  appropriation  of  the  amount  of 
their  respective  purchases  to  the  remaining 
bidders.    Conboy  v.  Petty,  60  III.  App.  117. 

When  the  owner  of  g^ain  in  bulk  ships  it 
by  rail,  consigned  in  part  to  two  different 
consignees,  and  upon  its  arrival  it  is  min- 
gled with  other  grain  of  the  same  kind  by 
the  railroad  company  in  an  elevator  at  its 
point  of  destination,  a  sale  of  a  part  of  it 
by  the  consignor  to  a  third  person,  and  a 
delivery  to  him  of  the  elevator  receipt,  and 
an  order  upon  one  of  the  consignees  to  de- 
liver it,  will  not  pass  any  title  to  such  third 
person  until  the  quantity  purchased  by  him 
has  been  separated  from  the  mass.  Perkins 
V.  Dacon,  13  Mich.  81. 

If  one  wilfully  mingles  with  his  own  the 
property  of  another,  so  that  it  becomes  im- 
poiisible  to  distinguish  what  was  his  and 
what  was  the  other's  goods,  he  loses  his 
own  property;  but  this  rule  has  no  appli- 
cation where  the  mixed  property  is  all  of 
equal  value  and  like  units,  readily  sepa- 
rated, so  that  his  own  can  be  restored  to 
each  owner.    Gilman  v.  Hill,  36  N.  H.  311 . 

XVIII.  The  neceeeity  of  dividing  built 
on  sales  of  pat^  of  a  nuiss, 

a.  The  general  doctrine. 

It  is  a  canon  of  the  law  of  sales,  accept-  * 
ed  everywhere  without  challenge,  that  gen- 
erally a  contract  for  the  sale  and  purchase 
of  personal  property  which,  at  the  time, 
constitutes  a  portion  of  a  larger  stock  or 
bulk,  is  incomplete  and  executory,  and 
passes  no  right  of  property  to  the  purchas- 
er, even  if  he  pays  the  full  purchase  price, 
until  it  is  separated  from  the  mass  with 
which  it  is  mingled  and  of  which  it  is  a 
part,  and  is  set  aside,  specifically  appro- 
priated, individualized,  and  identified  as  the 
particular  subject  of  the  sale.  Elgee  Cot- 
ton cases  (I'nited  States  t.  Woodruff)  22 
Wall.  180,  22  L.  ed.  863. 
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Kansas:  Hav^  ▼.  Gillett,  14  Kan.  140; 
Williams  T.  Feiniman,  14  Kan.  288;  Julius 
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106  La  Ann.  298,  30  So.  885. 
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Jeraulds  v.  Brown,  64  N.  H.  606, 15  Atl.  123. 

New  Jersey:  Randolph  Iron  Co.  v.  El- 
liott, 34  N.  J.  L.  184. 

New  York:  Rapelye  v.  Mackie,  6  Cow. 
260;  Fitch  V.  Beach,  15  Wend.  221;  Field 
V.  Moore,  Hill  &.  D.  Supp.  418;  Brewer  v. 
Salisbury,  9  Barb.  611;  Stevens  v.  Eno,  10 
Barb.  95;  Rodee  v.  Wade,  47  Barb.  63; 
Joyce  V.  Adams,  8  N.  Y.  291 ;  Foot  v.  Marsh, 
51  N.  Y.  288;  Kein  v.  Tupper,  52  N.  Y. 
553;  Lighthouse  v.  Third  Nat.  Bank,  162 
N.  Y.  336,  56  N.  E.  738,  reversing,  25  App. 
Div.  630,  52  N.  Y.  Supp.  488;  Wilson  v. 
Empire  Dairy  Salt  Co.  50  App.  Div.  114,  63 
N.  Y.  Supp.  565. 

North  Carolina:  Devane  v.  Fennell,  24 
N.  C.  (2  Ired.  L.)  36;  Waldo  v.  Belcher,  33 
N.  C.  (11  Ired.  L.)  609;  Blakely  v.  Patrick, 
67  N.  C.  40,  12  Am.  Rep.  600. 

Ohio:  Woods  v.  McGee,  7  Ohio,  pt.  2,  p. 
127,  30  Am.  Dec.  202. 

Pennsylvania:  Hutchinson  ▼.  Hunter,  7 
Pa.  140;  Pennsylvania  R,  Co.  v.  Hughes,  39 
Pa.  621 ;  Haldeman  v.  Duncan,  61  Pa.  66. 

Tennessee :  Fitzpatrick  v.  Fain,  3  Coldw. 
15. 

Texas:  Cleveland  t.  Williams,  29  Tex. 
204,  94  Am.  Dec.  274;  Allen  v.  Melton,  64 
Tex.  218;  Boaz  v.  Schneider,  69  Tex.  128, 
6  S.  W.  402;  Tyler  Lumber  Co.  v.  Rosenfleld, 
3  Tex.  App.  Civ.  Cas.  (Willson)  412. 

Utah:  Bobbins  v.  Chipman,  1  Utah,  335, 
rehearing  denied  in  2  Utah,  347. 

Vermont:  Sleeper  v.  Pollard,  25  Vt.  709, 
67  Am.  Dec.  741. 

Washington :  Anderson  v.  Crisp,  6  Wash. 
178,  18  L.R.A.  419,  31  Pac.  638;  Steaubli  v. 
Blaine  Nat.  Bank,  11  Wash.  426,  39  Pac. 
814;  Lauber  t.  Johnston,  54  Wash.  59,  102 
Pac.  873. 

Wisconsin:  Hoffman  v.  King,  58  Wis. 
314,  17  N.  W.  136. 

England:  Swanwick  v.  Sothern,  9  Ad.  & 
El.  895;  Snell  v.  Heighten,  1  Cab.  &  El.  95; 
Godts  V.  Rose,  17  C.  B.  229;  Campbell  v. 
Mersey  Docks  &,  Harbour  Board,  14  C.  B.  N. 
S.  412;  Gillett  v.  Hill,  2  Cromp.  &  M.  530; 
Wallace  v.  Breeds,  13  East,  522;  Aldridge 
V.  Johnson,  7  £1.  &  Bl.  885 ;  Busk  v.  Davis, 
2  Maule  &,  S.  397;  Boswell  v.  Kilborn,  IS 
Moore,  P.  C.  C.  309;  Austen  v.  Craven,  4 
Taunt.  643;  White  v.  Wilks,  5  Taunt.  176, 

23  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  252;  Shepley  v.  Davis,  6 
Taunt.  617. 
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Canada:  Ross  r.  Hurteau,  18  Can.  S.  C. 
713;  Box  V.  Provincial  Ins.  Co.  18  Grant, 
Ch.  (U.  C.)  280;  McDougall  v.  Elliott, 
20  U.  C.  Q.  B.  299;  Haverson  v.  Smith,  10 
Manitoba  L.  Rep.  204 :  Temple  t.  Close,  Cas- 
eels's  Dig.  (Can.)  705. 

This  has  been  characterized  as  an  elemen- 
tary principle  of  general  application  alike 
to  sales  and  exchanges  of  property.  Clolce 
V.  Shafroth,  137  111.  393,  31  Am.  St.  Rep. 
375,  27   N.  E.  702. 

An  elementary  principle  that  cannot  be 
f'ispnfed.  Frank  v.  Myers,  97  Ala.  437,  11 
So.  832. 

The  rule,  it  has  been  said,  is  too  well 
settled  to  be  open  for  discussion.  Block  v. 
Maas,  65  Ala.  211. 

It  has  been  spoken  of  as  a  doctrine  es- 
tablished by  all  the  elementary  writers  on 
the  subject,  and  believed  to  be  without  an 
exception.  Ferguson  v.  Northern  Bank,  14 
Bush,  655,  29  Am.  Rep.  418. 

The  reason  for  the  rule  is  that,  until  the 
commodity  sold  out  of  a  mass  has  been  set 
apart  from  the  rest  of  the  bulk  and  its 
identity  ascertained,  it  cannot  be  said  which 
part  of  the  entire  quantity  has  been  sold. 
McLaughlin  v.  Piatti,  27  Cal.  451. 

It  is  because  a  sale  cannot  apply  to  any 
article  until  it  is  clearly  designated  and 
its  identity  thus  ascertained.  Crofoot  v. 
Bennett,  2  N.  Y.  258. 

It  is  because,  without  separation,  there  is 
a  want  of  identification  of  the  property  in- 
tended to  be  sold.    Frank  v.  Myers,  supra. 

The  necessity  of  separating  commodities 
sold  out  of  a  mass  from  the  bulk,  group,  or 
stock  of  which  they  form  a  part,  in  order 
that  the  contract  of  sale  and  purchase  may 
cease  to  be  executory,  and  become  a  com- 
pleted and  executed  sale,  so  as  to  pass  the 
property  from  seller  to  buyer,  at  least,  when- 
ever the  mass  or  bulk  is  composed  of  units 
diflering  in  kind,  quality,  or  value,  or  in  any 
respect  otherwise  distinguishable,  is  virtu- 
ally admitted  in  all  those  exceptional  cases 
which  have  held  that,  in  certain  circumstan- 
ces, and  when  vendor  and  purchaser  so 
agree,  the  title  may  and  does  pass  without 
a  division  of  the  subject  of  the  sale  from 
the  rest  of  the  mass  or  lot  with  which  it 
is  mingled.  Aderholt  v.  Embry,  78  Ala. 
185;  Horr  v.  Barker,  11  Cal.  393,  70  Am. 
Dec.  791 ;  Chapman  v.  Shepard,  39  Conn. 
413;  Kingman  v.  Holmquist,  36  Kan.  735, 
59  Am.  Rep.  604,  14  Pac.  168;  VValdron  v. 
Chase,  37  Me.  415,  59  Am.  Dec.  50;  Gard- 
ner v.  Dutch,  9  Mass.  427;  Damon  v.  Os- 
born,  18  Ma.ss.  476,  11  Am.  Dec.  229;  Gush- 
ing V.  Breed,  14  Allen,  376,  92  Am.  Dec. 
777;  Farnum  v.  Pitcher,  151  Mass.  470,  24 
N.  E.  590 ;  Fishback  v.  VanDusen,  33  Minn. 
Ill,  22  N.  W.  244;  National  E.\-ch.  Bank 
V.  Wilder,  34  Minn.  149,  24  N.  W.  099 ;  Nash 
v.  Brewster,  39  Minn.  530,  2  L.R.A.  409,  41 
N.  VV.  105 ;  Mackellar  v.  Pillsbury,  48  Minn. 
396,  51  N.  W.  222;  Jennison  v.  Thompson, 
68  Minn.  333,  71  N.  W.  380;  Kaufmann 
V.  Schilling,  58  Mo.  218;  Ilurff  v.  Hires, 
40  N.  J.  L.  581,  29  Am.  Rep.  282,  rcversinR 
39  N.  J.  L.  4;  Kimberly  v.  Patchin,  19  X. 
Y.  330,  75  Am.  Dec.  334;  Russell  v.  Car- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


I  rington,  42  N.  Y.  118,  1  Am.  Rep.  498;  Lob- 
dell  V.  Stowell,  51  N.  Y.  lO;  Mayer  v. 
Befrgs,  9  Misc.  352,  29  N.  Y.  Supp.  702; 
O'Keefe  v.  Leistikow,  14  N.  D.  355,  104 
N.  W.  515,  9  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  25;  Uubler 
V.  Gaston,  9  Or.  66,  42  Am.  Rep.  794; 
Hutchison  v.  Com.  82  Pa.  472;  Brownficld 
V.  Johnson,  128  Pa.  254,  6  L.R.A.  48,  18 
Atl.  543;  Anderson  v.  Levvson,  1  Te.x.  App. 
Civ.  Cas.  (White  &  W.)  520;  Pleasants  t. 
Pendleton,  6  Rand.  (Va.)  473,  18  Am.  Dec. 
726;  Young  v.  Miles,  20  Wis.  615:  State 
ex  rel.  Vilas  v,  Wharton,  117  Wis.  558,  94 
N.  W.  359;  Whitehouse  v.  Frost,  12  East, 
614;  Jackson  v.  Anderson,  4  Taunt.  24. 

Chancellor  Kent  has  declared  (2  Ken^ 
Com.  496)  that  it  is  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple pervading  everywhere  the  doctrine  of 
sales  of  chattels,  that,  if  goods  be  sold 
while  mingled  with  others,  by  number, 
weight,  or  measure,  the  sale  is  Incomplete, 
and  the  title  continues  with  the  seller,  until 
the  bargained  property  be  separated  and 
identified. 

This  dictum  has  been  repeated  and  adopt- 
ed in  several  cases,  among  which  may  be 
named:  McLaughlin  t.  Piatti,  supra;  Mor- 
rison T.  Dingley,  63  Me.  653;  Devane  v. 
Fennell,  24  N.  C.  (2  Ired.  L.)  36;  Hubler 
V.Gaston,  9  Or.  66, 42  Am.  Rep.  794;  Hutch- 
inson v.  Hunter,  7  Pa.  140;  Galloway  v. 
Week,  54  Wis.  604,  12  N.  W.  10. 

It  was  also  quoted  by  Strong,  J.,  and  de- 
clared fully  supported  by  the  chancellor's 
authorities,  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
of  the  court  in  Crofoot  v.  Bennett,  2  N.  Y. 
258. 

And  it  was  adopted  as  the  governing  prin- 
ciple for  the  conclusion  reached  by  the  New 
New  Jersey  supreme  court  in  the  case  of 
Hires  v.  Hurff,  39  N.  J.  L.  4,  but  the  judg- 
ment in  that  case  was  unanimously  reversed 
by  the  court  of  errors  and  appeals  in  40  N. 
J.  L.  581,  29  Am.  Rep.  282,  upon  the  ground 
that  the  facts  in  that  particular  case  took 
it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  rule  stated. 

The  principle,  said  the  court  in  Love  v. 
State,  78  Ga.  66,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  234,  3  S. 
E.  893,  that,  in  order  to  vest  title  under 
a  contract  of  sale,  the  agreement  must  ascer- 
tain the  precise  article  to  be  delivered,  thnt 
the  price  should  be  agreed  upon,  or  paid, 
and  that  where  the  quantity  is  to  be  taken 
from  a  bulk,  it  should  be  set  apart  and  eith- 
er delivered,  or  there  should  be  an  agree- 
ment to  consider  it  as  belonging  to,  and  held 
for,  the  purchaser,  seems  to  be  well  estab- 
lished both  by  our  own  decisions  and  the  de- 
cisions of  other  courts ;  and  it  has  gone  in- 
to the  text-books  on  sales  and  contracts. 

In  a  sale  of  a  part  of  a  larger  mass,  the 
whole  of  which  remains  in  the  possession  of 
the  vendor,  he  having  the  right  and  power 
to  make  a  separation  and  appropriation  of 
the  part  sold,  no  title  passes  to  the  purchas- 
er, and  there  is  no  riglit  to  recover  the  price 
until  such  separation  and  appropriation  are 
made.  New  England  Dressed  Meat  &  Wool 
Co.  V.  Standard  Worsted  Co.  165  Mass.  328, 
52  Am.  St.  Rep.  516,  43  N.  E.  112.  This 
doctrine,  said  the  court,  is  well  established 
in  Massachusetts,  and  while  the  decisions 
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are  not  nnifomi,  it  is  a  mie  which  prevails 
generally  in  this  country  as  well  as  in  Eng- 
land. 

Upon  the  sale  of  a  particular  chattel  or 
commodity  out  of  a  larger  quantity  or  bulk 
of  articles  of  the  same  kind,  differing  in  size, 
quality,  or  value,  so  that  a  selection  must 
be  made  in  order  to  identify  the  thing  sold, 
no  title  will  pass  until  it  is  separated  and 
specifically  distini^ished  from  the  rest  of 
tlie  property.  Allgear  v.  Walsh,  24  Mo. 
App.   134. 

On  the  question  of  delivery  of  personal 
property  sold,  it  is  a  principle  which  is  to 
be  found  in  all  the  cases,  said  the  court  in 
Shindler  v.  Houston,  1  Denio,  48,  that 
vhcre,  in  the  agreement  of  sale,  something 
remains  to  be  done  as  between  vendor  and 
veiidee  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  eith- 
er quantity,  value,  or  quality,  as  measuring, 
weighing,  or  counting  out  of  a  common  par- 
cel, there  is  no  delivery.  This  statement,  of 
course,  is  unafTected  by  the  decision  in 
Shindler  v.  Houston,  1  N.  Y.  263,  49  Am. 
Dec.  316. 

While  in  every  case  the  law  gives  effect 
to  the  intention  of  the  parties  in  deter- 
mining whether  the  property  passes,  in  the 
absence  of  an  unequivocal  expression  of  in- 
tention by  both  parties  to  the  contract  that 
the  property  shall  pass,  the  property  will 
not  pass  to  the  purchaser,  where  the  sale 
is  of  an  unascertained  part  of  a  bulk,  which 
has  to  be  separated  and  classified  by  one 
party  with  the  concurrence  or  co-operation 
of  the  other.  Lee  v.  Gulp,  8  Ont.  L.  Rep. 
210. 

One  who  has  borrowed  from  another  per- 
son a  certain  number  of  articles,  and  in- 
tends to  replace  them  by  other  articles  of 
the  same  kind,  subsequently  purchased,  even 
where  he  purchases  them  for  the  express 
purpose  of  returning  them,  does  not  effect- 
ually carry  out  his  intention,  where  he 
mingles  such  articles  with  the  general  stock 
of  goods  of  the  same  kind,  without  setting 
them  aside  or  otherwise  identifying  them  in 
some  way  as  the  property  of  the  lender,  and 
the  title  and  ownership  do  not  vest  in  the 
lender.  McUinger  v.  Hunt,  94  Iowa,  351, 
62  N.  W.  813. 

If  one  sells  a  part  of  a  large  parcel  of 
poodii,  and  it  is  at  his  option  to  select  part 
for  the  buyer,  he  can  maintain  no  action 
for  goods  bargained  and  sold  until  he  has 
made  that  selection;  but,  as  soon  as  he  ap- 
propriates part  for  the  benefit  of  the  buyer, 
the  property  in  the  thing  sold  passes  to  the 
buyer,  although  the  seller  is  not  bound  to 
part  with  the  possession  until  he  is  paid 
the  price.  Rhode  v.  Thwaites,  6  Barn.  &  C. 
388. 

Lord  Cltelmsford  in  Boswell  v.  Kilborn,  15 
Moore,  P.  C.  C.  309,  found  it  "difficult  to 
understand  how  the  vendor  can  have  any 
claim  to  receive  the  price  of  the  thing  con- 
tracted for  until  he  has  separated  it  for  the 
ase  of  the  buyer."  Until  it  is  ascertained 
and  identified,  said  he,  it  may  be  properly 
■aid  to  have  no  existence. 

The  vendor  of  a  portion  of 'a  large  quanti- 
ty of  goods  in  his  warehouse  cannot,  after 
2«t«l.A.(N.S.) 


recognizing  and  assenting  to  the  transaction, 
dispute  the  title  of  a  purchasr  from  the 
vendee,  upon  the  ground  that  the  subject  of 
the  sale  had  never  been  separated  from  the 
mass.  Woodley  v.  Coventry,  2  Hurlst.  &  C. 
3G4. 

Under  the  California  statute  (Civil  Code, 
8  1140),  the  title  to  personal  property  sold 
or  exchanged  passes  to  the  buyer  whenever 
buyer  and  seller  both  agree  to  a  present 
transfer  and  the  thing  itself  is  identified, 
whether  it  is  separated  from  other  things 
of  the  same  kind  or  not.  Grceubaum  v. 
Martinez,  80  Cal.  459,  25  Pao.  12. 

And  Montana  has  a  statute  (Civil  Code,  § 
1640)  which  provides  that  "the  title  to  per- 
sonal property  sold  or  exchanged  passes  to 
the  buyer  whenever  the  parties  agree  upon  a 
present  transfer  and  the  thing  itself  is 
identified,  whether  it  is  separated  from  oth- 
er things  or  not."  Under  this  section  it  is 
held  that  the  actual  passing  of  title,  as  be- 
tween the  parties  to  a  contract  of  sale,  de- 
pends, first,  upon  their  intention;  and  sec- 
ond, upon  the  identification  of  the  subject 
of  the  sale.  Adlam  v.  McKnight,  32  Mont. 
349,  80  Pac.  613. 

b.  Jtuliattn0uisha'ble     units     and     ho- 
tnogeneoua  tnasaea. 

1.  The  decisions  for  and  against. 

It  is  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject 
that  judicial  opinion  is  most  in  conflict,  and 
where  the  opposing  decisions  have  been  most 
sharply  criticized.  It  will  be  advantageous 
to  present  the  array  of  decisions  on  both 
sides  at  first,  and  afterwards  the  reasons 
adduced  to  support  their  conclusions,  and 
the  criticisms  to  which  they  have  been  sub- 
jected. 

The  doctrine  that  property  sold  out  of  a 
mass,  and  not  particularly  identified  by 
marks  or  peculiarities  from  other  constitu- 
ents of  the  mass,  must  be  divided  from  the 
bulk,  set  aside,  and  specifically  appropriated 
for  delivery  before  the  subject  of  the  sale 
passes  or  can  pass  from  seller  to  buyer,  has 
never  been  seriously  challenged  in  cases 
where  the  mass  was  composed  of  items  dif- 
fering, while  alike  in  kind,  from  each  other 
in  value,  quality,  state,  or  any  other  respect 
making  one  or  more  desirable  above  the  oth- 
ers, and  leaving  room  for  the  making  of  a 
choice. 

But  it  has  been  denied  that  any  division 
or  separation  is  necessary  to  the  passing  of 
title  to  goods  sold  out  of  a  mass  where  the 
seller  and  buyer  both  intend  that  it  shall 
pass,  and  there  is  absolutely  no  distinction 
between  the  part  sold  and  the  rest  of  the 
bulk, — ^when  anyone  can  select  the  subject 
of  the  sale,  and  neither  seller  nor  buyer  can, 
by  any  possibility,  gain  an  advantage  by 
making  the  selection. 

The  English  cases,  with  few  exceptions, 
and  a  majority  in  number  of  the  American 
cases,  hold  that  notwithstanding  a  mass  of 
goods  is  uniform  throughout  in  kind,  quali- 
ty, value,  and  desirability,  any  portion  of 
it  sold  must  be  separated,  set  ap.irt.  par- 
ticularly identified,  and  specifically  appro- 
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priated  as  the  subject  of  the  sale  before  the 
ownership  is  transferred,  even  though  seller 
and  buyer  have  solemnly  and  clearly  agreed 
to  the  contrary. 

If  the  owner  of  a  large  quantity  of  mer- 
chandise all  alike  in  its  constituent  units 
sells  a  part  of  it,  the  property  in  the  part 
sold  does  not  pass  to  the  purchaser  until 
that  which  is  sold  is  separated  from  the 
part  not  sold.    Ropes  t.  Lane,  9  Allen,  602. 

If  goods  mixed  with  others  in  a  mass  of 
similar  units  are  sold,  the  sale  is  prima 
facie  incomplete  as  long  as  they  are  unsepa- 
rated  and  undesignated.  Fuller  v.  Bean,  34 
N.  H.  290. 

Upon  the  sale  of  a  part  of  a  bulky  com- 
modity without  any  separation  or  particular 
identification  of  the  part  sold,  where  the 
units  composing  the  mass  are  alike,  and 
without  any  ddivery  of  any  part  thereof, 
no  title  or  property  passes  to  the  buyer. 
Merrill  v.  Hunnewell,  13  Pick.  213. 

Where  a  commodity  sold  is  in  bulk,  and 
particularly  where  it  is  liquid,  stored  in  a 
vessel  containing  a  larger  quantity  than 
that  bargained  for,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  separate  the  quantity  purchased  from 
the  bulk  in  order  to  make  either  a  construc- 
tive or  an  actual  delivery  of  what  was  sold. 
Fleming  v.  State,  106  Ga.  369,  32  S.  E. 
338. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  smaller  out  of  a  larger 
number  of  barrels  of  oil,  property  does  not 
pass  to  the  buyer  without  a  separation  of 
those  sold  from  the  rest,  so  that  they  may 
be  identified  as  the  particular  barrels  sold. 
Mellinger  v.  Hunt,  94  Iowa,  351,  62  N.  W. 
813. 

The  title  does  not  pass  to  the  purchaser  of 
300  barrels  of  oil  out  of  a  larger  number, 
those  purchased  to  be  delivered  to  a  carrier, 
by  the  payment  of  all  the  purchase  money, 
and  an  inspection,  testing,  and  approval  of 
the  oil  by  the  buyer,  but  without  any  selec- 
tion, marking,  or  separating  of  the  particu- 
lar barrels  to  be  shipped  in  execution  of  the 
contract.     Haldeman  v.  Duncan,  51  Pa.  66. 

Upon  a  sale  of  oil  by  a  refiner,  where  the 
product  is  stored  in  large  tanks,  from  which 
it  is  drawn  in  the  quantity  ordered,  no  title 
passes  upon  the  giving  and  acceptance  of  an 
order  of  purchase  and  sale  of  a  quantity 
considerably  less  than  the  entire  amount 
on  hand  until  the  oil  is  drawn  off  and  sep- 
arated from  the  bulk,  and  appropriated  to 
the  fulfilment  of  the  order.  Kellogg  v. 
Frohlich,  139  Mich.  632,  102  N.  W.  1057. 

Upon  a  sale  of  250  barrels  of  pork,  a  part 
of  a  larger  lot,  all  of  the  same  quality,  hav- 
ing the  same  marks,  and  all  stored  in  the 
cellai'  of  the  vendor  without  any  separa- 
tion, where  he  permits  an  assignee  of  the 
purchaser  to  take  away  100  barrels,  and  re- 
ceives an  order  for  the  remaining  150  from 
the  purchaser  to  deliver  to  another  person. 
and  consents  to  hold  them  on  storage  until 
the  holder  of  the  order  is  ready  to  take 
them  away,  but  nothing  is  done  to  separate 
the  undelivered  barrels,  or  to  identify  and 
distinguish  them  from  the  other  pork  of  the 
same  brand  in  the  cellar  of  the  vendor,  the 
contract  remains  executory,  and  the  proper- 
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ty  does  not  pass.  Scudder  v.  Worster,  H 
Gush.  573. 

In  Woods  V.  McGee,  7  Ohio,  pt  2,  p.  127,  30 
Am.  Dec.  202,  it  was  decided  that  a  sale  of 
300  barrels  of  flour  out  of  a  larger  number, 
all  bearing  the  same  brand,  in  a  warehouse, 
accompanied  by  a  delivery  to  the  purchaser 
of  an  order  on  the  warehouseman,  did  not 
change  the  right  of  property  until  the 
barrels  sold  had  been  selected  and  divided 
from  those  unsold;  and,  therefore,  that  the 
purchaser  could  not  maintain  trover. 

Like  decisions  have  been  made  in  a  num- 
ber of  cases  where  the  subject  of  the  sales 
was  a  quantity  of  cereal  grains, — corn, 
wheat,  or  oats, — ^to  be  taken  out  of  a  larger 
mass.  Warten  v.  Strane,  82  Ala.  311,  8  So. 
231 ;  Gresham  v.  Bryan,  103  Ala.  629,  15  So. 
849;  Caruthers  v.  McGarvey,  41  Cal.  15; 
Woodward  v.  Solomon,  7  Ga.  246;  Wood  v. 
Roach,  52  111.  App.  388;  Scott  t.  King,  12 
Ind.  203 ;  Cook  v.  Logan,  7  Iowa,  142 ;  Keel- 
er  V.  Goodwin,  111  Mass.  490. 

It  should  be  said,  however,  that  in  many 
of  these  cases  the  question  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  did  not  arise. 

A  sale  of  grain  not  separated  from  the 
mass  of  which  it  is  a  part  is  executory  and 
passes  no  title.  Hence,  if  a  bill  of  sale 
covers,  or  is  intended  by  the  parties  to  it 
to  cover,  a  portion  of  grain  in  bulk  which 
has  not  been  separated  from  the  remainder 
of  the  mass,  the  title  and  ownership  do  not 
pass  to  the  buyer  as  against  the  levy  of  an 
execution  upon  a  judgment  against  the  sell- 
er. Harwick  v.  Weddington,  73  Iowa,  300, 
34  N.  W.  868. 

The  purchaser  of  a  quantity  of  oats,  to 
be  measured  out  of  the  vendor's  bin,  con- 
taining a  larger  quantity,  does  not,  although 
he  pays  the  price  asked,  get  such  a  title 
and  ownership  to  his  purchase  as  will  en- 
able him  to  maintain  trover  against  the  sell- 
er for  conversion  of  the  oats  sold,  before 
they  have  been  separated  from  the  mass  in 
the  bin.  Jeraulds  v.  Brown,  64  N.  H.  606, 
16  Atl.  123. 

No  title  passes  from  a  debtor  to  his  cred- 
itor by  a  sale  at  a  stated  price  the  bushel  of 
100  bushels  of  corn  out  of  a  larger  bulk,  to 
be  measured  and  delivered  by  a  third  per- 
son, until  it  has  been  actually  measured 
and  severed  from  the  mass;  so  that,  upon 
the  death  of  the  debtor,  the  power  of  the 
third  person  to  deliver  the  com  is  ipao  facto 
revoked;  and  if  it  is  afterwards  exercised, 
the  debtor's  administrator  is  entitled  to  re- 
cover of  the  creditor  the  value  of  the  corn 
he  received  pursuant  to  the  sale.  Clev<>Iand 
v.  Williams,  29  Tex.  204,  94  Am.  Dec.  274. 

But  upon  a  sale  of  corn  contained  in  two 
cribs,  covering,  at  least,  the  entire  quantity 
contained  in  one,  and  as  much  of  that  con- 
tained in  the  other  as  will  remain  after  a 
certain  number  of  bushels  have  been  taken 
therefrom  for  the  seller  himself  and  another 
person  to  whom  a  portion  has  been  sold, 
and  the  payment  of  a  part  of  the  purchase 
price,  the  'title  and  ownership  pass,  not- 
withstanding there  has  been  no  separation 
of  the  part  reserved;  at  least,  so  far  as  the 
entire  quantity  in  the  one  crib,  which  was 
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not  to  be  broken,  ia  concerned.  Welch  v. 
Spiei.  103  Iowa,  389,  72  N.  W.  548. 

Unless  there  is  an  agreement  between 
seller  and  buyer,  or  a  mutual  intention  that 
the  title  shall  pass  from  the  one  to  the  oth- 
er, and  vest  in  the  purchaser  of  an  unsep- 
anted  and  unidentified  part  of  a  mass  of 
^oods,  although  they  are  uniform  in  kind 
and  quality,  the  sale  is  not  consummated, 
but  remains  executory  only.  Conboy  t. 
Petty,  60  111.  App.  117. 

The  agreement  of  seller  and  buyer  that 
title  shall  pass  at  once  by  the  contract  of 
sale  being  clearly  established,  a  respectable 
body  of  authority  in  the  United  States  holds 
that  tlw  division  of  a  mass  and  the  separa- 
tion from  it  of  the  portion  sold  is  not  es- 
sential to  the  transfer  of  title  to  the  subject 
of  the  sale,  where  the  mass  throughout  is 
iDdistinguishable  and  homogeneous. 

Such  articles  as  wine,  oil,  or  grain  of 
common  quality  and  incapable  of  differen- 
tiation and  identification  constitute  excep- 
tions to  the  general  rule  which  requires  arti- 
cles sold  to  be  set  apart  before  they  can  be 
regarded  as  delivered.  Hoffman  v.  King,  68 
Wis.  314,  17  N.  W.  136. 

If  a  mass  of  property  is  uniform  in  kind 
and  quality,  it  is  competent  for  the  par- 
ties to  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  a  part  of 
soch  mass  to  agree  or  intend  that  possession 
and  title  shall  pass  from  seller  to  buyer,  not- 
withstanding the  portion  sold  is  not  sep- 
arated nor  identified  apart  from  the  entire 
mass;  and  if  they  do  so  agree  or  intend, 
then,  as  between  themselves,  the  ownership 
of  the  property  vests  in  the  purchaser.  Con- 
boy  V.  Petty,  supra. 

When  property  is  a  part  of  a  uniform 
mass,  such  as  wheat  in  an  elevator,  separa- 
tion from  the  mass  ia  not  essential  to  an  ap- 
propriation of  the  property  upon  a  contract 
of  pledge,  but  the  pledgee  becomes  a  tenant 
in  eommon  with  the  other  owners.  National 
Ejtch.  Bank  v.  Wilder,  34  Minn.  149,  24  N. 
W.  699. 

When  a  definite  quantity  of  seed  wheat 
is  sold,  to  be  taken  out  of  a  particular  bin 
containing  a  larger  quantity  of  grain,  all  of 
the  same  kind,  quality,  and  value,  and  the 
purchaser  is  at  liberty  to  remove  his  pur- 
chase, the  title  passes.  Nash  v.  Brewster, 
39  Minn.  530,  2  L.R.A.  409,  41  N.  W.  105. 

Where  goods  are  commingled  in  a  mass 
and  are  of  the  same  nature  and  value,  al- 
though not  actually  separated  so  as  to  iden- 
tify each  particle,  yet,  if  a  division  can 
be  made  of  equal  value,  as  in  the  case  of 
{train,  then  each  party  may  claim  his  ali- 
quot part.  Kaufmann  v.  Schilling,  58  Mo. 
218. 

Upon  a  sale  of  a  specified  quantity  of 
grain,  its  separation  from  a  mass  undis- 
tinguishable  in  quality  or  value,  in  which 
it  is  included,  is  not  necessary  to  pass  the 
title,  when  the  intention  to  do  so  is  other- 
wise clearly  manifested.  Lobdell  v.  Stowell, 
M  N.  T.  70. 

When  a  certain  number  of  articles  or  a 
fixed  quantity  of  goods  are  sold  from  an  as- 
certained lot  identical  in  kind  and  value,  a 
•eparation  or  measurement  is  not  always 
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essential  to  transfer  title.  Maver  v.  Beggs, 
9  Misc.  352,  29  N.  Y.  Supp.  702. 

On  a  sale  of  70  bushels  of  flax,  mixed  with 
more  flax  of  a  like  quality  and  grade,  tho 
mere  fact  that  the  flax  sold  is  not  sepa- 
rated from  the  mass  will  not  prevent  the  ti- 
tle from  passing  if  buyer  and  seller  both 
intend  it  to  pass.  CKeefe  v.  Leistikow,  14 
N.  D.  355,  104  N.  W.  515^  9  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  25. 

A  sale  at  a  stipulated  price  of  a  certain 
number  of  bushels  of  wheat  in  payment  of 
a  debt  due  from  the  seller  to  the  buyer, 
where  the  wheat  sold  is  an  unseparated  part 
of  a  mass  of  grain  in  bulk  in  the  seller's 
granary,  and  it  is  agreed  that  it  shall  re- 
main at  the  buyer's  risk  until  called  for, 
constitutes  a  complete  sale,  which  .passes 
the  title  and  property  to  the  buyer  as 
against  the  vendor's  execution  creditors,  who 
seize  the  mass  with  full  notice  of  the  trans- 
action. Anderson  v.  Levvson,  1  Tex.  App. 
Civ.  Cas.  (White  &W.)  520. 

It  is  competent  for  a  buyer  and  seller,  so 
far  as  their  own  rights  are  concerned,  upon 
a  contract  for  the  sale  of  a  part  of  a  com- 
modity, the  units  composing  which  are  uni- 
form in  kind  and  quality,  to  agree  that  the 
title  shall  pass  from  the  one  to  the  other 
without  any  separation  of  the  part  sold  from 
the  entire  mass,  notwithstanding  it  is  left 
in  the  possession  of  the  seller  as  the  bailee 
for  the  buyer;  but  the  intention  of  the  par- 
ties to  such  effect  must  be  established  as  a 
matter  of  fact.  Wood  v.  Roach,  62  III.  App. 
388. 

Although  upon  an  agreement  to  purchase 
a  certain  quantity  of  wheat  out  of  a  greater 
quantity,  all  of  the  same  uniform  kind  and 
quality,  where  the  price  is  paid,  but  the 
quantity  sold  is  not  segregated  from  the 
mass,  the  title  will  pass  to  the  purchaser 
if  such  is  the  intention  of  the  parties;  nev- 
ertheless, the  intention  in  every  such  case 
is  a  question  of  fact  for  a  jury,  and  title 
does  not  necessarily  pass  as  a  matter  'of  law. 
Jennison  v.  Thompson,  68  Minn.  333,  71  N. 
W.  380. 

It  is  held,  declared  the  court,  in  Cloke  v. 
Shafroth,  137  111.  393,  31  Am.  St.  Rep.  376, 
27  N.  E.  702,  by  what  is  probably  the  weight 
of  modern  American  decisions,  that  where 
the  sale  or  exchange  of  personal  property  ia 
that  of  a  part  of  a  mass  of  the  same  kind, 
and  grade, — as  a  part  of  the  corn  or  wheat 
in  an  elevator, — separation  from  the  mass 
or  other  specification  of  the  particular  part 
sold  is  unnecessary  to  its  appropriation,  in- 
dependent of  any  statute  vesting  the  owner- 
ship in  the  holder  of  a  warehouse  receipt. 

Under  what  may  be  termed  the  modern 
American  doctrine,  said  the  court  in  Fish- 
baek  V.  Van  Dusen,  33  Minn.  Ill,  22  N.  W. 
244,  where  a  mass  from  which  a  sale  is 
made  is  uniform  in  character  and  quality, 
such  as  wheat  contained  in  an  elevator,  sep- 
aration from  the  mass  is  not  absolutely  es- 
sential to  constitute  an  appropriation  of  the 
property,  so  as  to  pass  title  to  the  pur- 
chaser. 

Although  the  authorities  are  not  uniform, 
said   the  court    in  Nash    v.    Brewster,  39 
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Minn.  630,  2  L.R.A.  409,  41  N.  W.  105,  we 
think  the  rule  is  quite  well  established  that 
upon  a  sale  of  a  specific  quantity  of  grain, 
its  separation  from  a  mass  indistinguisha- 
ble as  to  kind,  quality,  or  value,  of  which  it 
is  a  part,  is  not  necessary  to  pass  the  title, 
where  the  intention  to  do  so  is  otherwise 
manifest. 

While  there  is. some  confusion  and  con- 
flict among  the  authorities  on  the  subject, 
said  the  court  in  Mackellar  v.  Pillsburv,  48 
Minn.  396,  51  N.  W.  222,  yet  it  is  se"ttled 
in  this  state  that  where  a  certain  number 
of  articles  are  sold  out  of  a  greater  number 
of  exactly  the  same  kind  and  quality,  with 
the  intention  that  title  shall  presently  pai^s, 
and  where  the  vendee  has  the  absolute  right 
at  any  time  to  take  the  amount  or  number 
out  of  the  whole  mass  or  quantity,  this  is 
sufficient  to  pass  the  title,  although  the  spe- 
cific articles  are  not  actually  designated  or 
separated  from  the  remainder. 

The  doctrine  that  the  division  of  a  uni- 
form mass,  indistinguishable  throughout,  is 
not  indispensable  to  the  transfer  of  owner- 
ship of  a  part  of  it  by  a  sale  when  the  par- 
ties intend  title  to  pass  at  once,  finds  sup- 
port in  two  English  cases. 

In  the  notable  case  of  Whitehouse  v. 
Frost,  12  East,  614,  a  vendor  having  40  tons 
of  oil  in  a  cistern,  sold  10  of  them,  and  re- 
ceived payment  in  full.  The  purchaser  in 
turn  sold  the  10  tons  he  had  bought  to  a 
third  person,  on  credit,  taking  his  accepted 
bill  at  four  months  for  the  price,  and  giving 
him  an  order  on  the  original  vendor  for  the 
delivery  of  the  oil.  l^is  order  was  duly 
accepted,  but  the  oil  was  left  in  the  cistern 
as  before,  undivided  from  the  40  tons.  The 
second  purchaser  having  become  bankrupt 
before  the  bill  he  gave  for  the  purchase 
money  matured,  the  first  purchaser  sought 
to  withhold  from  him  the  possession  of  the 
oil,  but  the  court  held  that  the  property 
had  passed  beyond  recall,  and  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  the  second  vendor  to  prevent 
the  measurement  and  delivery  of  it  to  the 
bankrupt. 

In  Jackson  v.  Anderson,  4  Taunt.  24.  there 
had  been  consigned  from  South  America  to 
the  defendant's  assignor  4,700  Spanish  silver 
dollars,  of  which  1,969  were  intended  for 
the  plaintiffs.  The  consignor  had  advised 
both  the  consignee  and  the  plaintiffs  to  this 
effect.  The  plaintiffs'  dollars  being  withheld 
on  demand,  they  brought  trover  for  their 
conversion,  and  succeeded. 

In  Austen  v.  Craven,  4  Taunt.  044,  the  de- 
fendants sold  50  hogsheads  of  double  loaf 
sugar  at  a  shilling  a  pound,  deliverable  free 
on  board  a  British  ship,  and  the  purchaser 
resold  it  with  the  defendants'  assent,  by  the 
same  description,  to  the  plaintiff.  The  su- 
gar was  not  delivered  or  weighed,  and  it 
was  held  that  the  last  purchaser  could  not 
recover  of  the  original  vendors  in  trover. 

And  in  White  v.  Wilks,  5  Taunt.  170,  23 
Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  252,  it  was  decided  that  no 
property  passes  by  a  bargain  and  sale  of 
20  tons  of  oil  out  of  a  merchant's  general 
stock  consisting  of  several  large  quantities 
in  a  number  of  cisterns  in  sundry  places, 
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without  drawing  off  the  part  sold  from  the 
rest  of  the  stock. 

These  two  cases  have  been  often  cited  aa 
overruling  the  case  of  Whitehouse  v.  Frost, 
supra. 

The  leading  American  caie  in  support  of 
the  doctrine  is  Kimberly  v.  Patchin,  19  N. 
Y.  330,  75  Am.  Dec.  334.  In  that  case  the 
facts,  briefly  stated,  were  these:  A  man 
named  Dickinson  had  two  piles  of  wheat  in 
store  in  a  warehouse,  and  one  Shuttleworth 
applied  to  purchase  6,000  bushels.  On  vis- 
iting the  piles  of  grain,  Shuttleworth  doubt- 
ed their  amounting  to  the  desired  quantity, 
while  Dickinson  was  confident  that  they  did, 
and  engaged  to  make  good  any  shortage.  A 
bargain  was  thereupon  struck  for  6.000 
bushels  at  70  cents  the  bushel,  for  vt-hich 
half  the  price  was  paid  at  once  and  the 
balance  arranged  for,  and  Dickinssn  gave 
Shuttleworth  a  bill  of  sale  and  a  warehouse 
receipt.  The  wheat  really  measured  6,240 
bushels,  and  was  all  left  undisturbed,  as  be- 
fore, in  the  warehouse.  Shuttleworth  turned 
his  purchase  over  to  the  defendant,  and  as- 
signed him  the  bill  of  sale  and  warehouse 
receipt.  Dickinson  sold,  soon  after  his 
transaction  with  Shuttleworth,  the  entire 
quantity  of  wheat  in  the  warehouse, — (5.249 
bushels, — to  the  assignor  of  the  plaiiititr, 
and  the  latter,  finding  the  wheat  had 
passed  into  the  possession  of  the  defendant, 
brought  suit  for  its  value,  alleging  a  con- 
version. The  court  divided,  but  a  majority 
held  that  the  ownership  of  0,000  bushels  of 
this  wheat  passed-  by  the  sale  to  Shuttle- 
worth,  notwithstanding  it  was  never  sepa- 
rated from  the  additional  249  bushels  mak- 
ing up  the  rest  of  the  mass. 

In  the  Virginia  case  of  Pleasants  v.  Pen- 
dleton, 6  Rand.  (Va.)  473,  18  Am.  Dec.  726, 
the  vendor  sold  119  of  123  barrels  of  flour 
which  he  had  in  store  in  the  warehouse  of 
a  third  person,  receiving  a  check  for  the 
price,  and  delivering  to  the  purchaser  a  re- 
ceipted bill  of  parcels  and  an  order  on  the 
warehouseman  for  the  flour.  The  flour  was 
all  of  the  same  grade  and  the  barrels  all 
alike.  "The  vendee,"  in  the  words  of  the 
court,  "had  only  to  present  his  order  to  the 
warehouseman,  and  the  flour  would  have 
been  rolled  out  to  him  without  a  moment's 
delay."  The  morning  after  the  sale,  the 
warehouse  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  the 
flour  was  totally  consumed,  together  with 
the  check  which  had  been  given  for  the 
price.  In  an  action  by  the  vendor  to  re- 
cover the  purchase  money,  the  court  held 
that  the  sale  was  complete  and  passed  the 
title  to  the  flour,  notwithstanding  the  bar- 
rels had  not  been  divided  from  the  rest  of 
their  number,  and  therefore  that  the  loss 
rested  upon  the  buyer. 

In  the  case  of  Ch.tpraan  v.  Shepard,  39 
Conn.  413.  there  had  been  a  sale  of  a  certain 
number  of  bags  of  meal,  part  of  a  larger 
and  uncertain  number  on  board  a  vessel, 
at  a  definite  price  per  bag,  which  was  paid 
by  the  payment  at  maturity  of  a  promis- 
sory 7ioto  given  by  the  buyer  to  the  seller, 
but  the  bags  were  left  in  possession  of  the 
owner  of  a  vessel  who  had  originally  sold 
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the  entire  qnantity  to  the  vendor.  Xlie  pur- 
chaser removed  part  of  the  bags  sold  to 
him  with  the  consent  of 'the  shipowner,  and 
Mt  the  remainder  on  board  .the  vessel. 
L'pon  a  subsequent  claim  by  the  shipowner 
of  a  ]i<m  for  the  unpaid  purchase  price  to 
him  from  the  vendor,  who  had  become  in- 
solrent,  the  court  held  him  estopped  to  dis- 
pute the  title  of  the  vendee  to  the  remainder 
of  the  bags  of  meal  which  had  not  been 
tikrn  away. 

Die  court  in  that  case,  after  examining 
a  number  of  authorities,  and  distinguish- 
ing some  of  them,  reached  the  following  con- 
clusion, as  resting  at  once  upon  authority 
and  the  reason  of  the  thing:  first,  that  there 
is  no  legal  bar  which  prevents  the  transfer 
of  title  to  600  bags  out  of  a  larger  number 
of  bags  of  meal,  all  of  the  same  kind,  weight, 
and  value,  before  actual  separation  from 
the  mass;  second,  that  the  title  thereto 
passes  when  the  proof  establishes  as  a  fact 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  vendor  and 
vendee  that  it  should  pass,  notwithstanding 
there  was  no  separation. 

In  the  case  of  Waldron  v.  Chase,  37  Me. 
415,  59  Am.  Dec.  56,  there  was  a  purchase 
of  500  bushels  of  corn  at  a  stated  price  per 
bushel,  and  a  payment  of  the  purchase 
price,  from  a  seller  who  owned  several  thou- 
sand bushels  in  bulk.  The  500  bushels 
sold  were  not  set  apart  from  the  mass,  which 
was  uniform  in  quality,  nor  were  they  in 
any  way  marked  off  or  identified ;  but,  from 
time  to  time  after  the  bargain  was  made, 
the  purchasers,  as  they  wanted  it,  took  away 
a  portion  of  their  purchase  until  they  had 
received  276  bushels,  when  a  fire  occurred 
which  destroyed  almost  the  entire  remain- 
der. The  purchasers  contended  in  the  liti- 
gation with  the  seller  which  followed  that 
although  they  had  paid  for  the  entire  600 
bushels,  yet  the  title  and  the  property  had 
passed  to  no  more  than  the  276  bushels 
which  they  had  actually  carried  away,  and 
that  the  remainder  was  not  legally  theirs 
nor  at  their  risk  of  loss.  The  court  held 
the  sale  an  executed  one,  and  the  title  to 
have  passed  to  the  buyer  to  the  whole  quan- 
tity for  which  he  had  bargained. 

In  the  case  of  Hires  v.  Hurff,  39  K.  J.  L. 
4,  reversed  on  error,  in  40  N.  J.  L.  581,  29 
Am.  Rep.  2S2,  there  had  been  purchased  and 
paid  for  200  bushels  of  corn  out  of  a  lot 
of  500  bushels.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
com  should  remain  in  the  seller's  custody 
natil  it  hardened  enough  to  be  fit  for  de- 
livery. Before  the  200  bushels  sold  had  been 
measured  out  from  the  mass  and  got  ready 
for  delivery,  the  sheriff  levied  upon  the  en- 
tire lot  an  execution  against  the  vendor. 
Notwithstanding  the  levy,  and  while  it  was 
still  in  force,  the  vendor  took  the  200  bush- 
els of  com  sold  out  of  the  lot,  and  delivered 
them  to  the  purchaser.  Thereupon  the  sher- 
m  sued  the  purchaser  for  the  value  of  the 
com  received,  on  the  ground  that  no  title 
to  it  had  passed  before  the  levy  of  the  exe- 
cution. A  statute  of  New  Jersey  was  then 
in  force,  providing  that  any  person  who 
should  purchase  in  good  faith  goods  of  a 
defendant  in  execution,  and  pay  for  them 
26  Ul-A.(N.S.) 


before  levy,  without  notice,  should  not  be 
devested  of  his  title  by  the  fact  that  the 
execution  had  issued  before  he  made  his 
purchase.  The  court  below  held  that  the 
title  had  not  passed  to  the  purchaser  while 
the  corn  remained  in  bulk  in  the  seller's 
possession,  unsevered,  and  therefore  that 
the  levy  was  good  and  the  sheriff  entitled 
to  recover.  Accordingly,  a  verdict  was  in 
effect  directed  for  the  sheriff  against  the 
purchaser.  The  judgment  was  affirmed  by 
the  supreme  court  in  banc,  the  court  being 
of  the  opinion  that  there  was  nothing  but 
payment  of  the  price  in  the  case  evincing 
an  intention  to  make  an  absolute  transfer 
of  ownership  to  the  purchaser,  and  that 
was  not  sufficient  evidence  to  require  sub- 
mission of  the  case  to  the  jury.  Granting 
that  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  a  sale 
of  a  portion  of  goods  in  bulk  would  govern 
against  the  rule  that  title  does  not  pass 
without  severance,  such  intention  must  be 
unmistakably  made  clear.  Hires  v.  Hurff, 
39  N.  J.  Ij.  4.  But  the  court  of  errors  and 
appeals,  to  which  the  case  was  taken  by  the 
purchaser,  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
reversed  unanimously  the  judgment.  40 
N.  J.  L.  681,  29  Am.  Rep.  282. 

The  Kansas  case  of  Kingman  v.  Holm- 
quist,  36  Kan.  735,  69  Am.  Rep.  604,  14 
Pac.  168,  was  a  controversy  over  25,000 
hedge  plants  bought  by  one  party,  and  de- 
livered, with  notice  of  the  purchase,  to  the 
other,  as  a  part  of  an  undivided  and  much 
larger  lot.  The  plants  were  tied  up  in  bun- 
dles of  250  each,  and  were  all  of  the  same 
quality  and  value.  The  recipient  of  the  en- 
tire lot,  havino'  refused  to  surrender  the 
plants  bought  by  his  adversary,  was  sued 
by  the  latter  for  a  conversion.  The  court 
held  the  plaintiff  entitled  to  recover,  since,  in 
its  opinion,  the  title  to  the  plants  he  had 
bought  passed  to  him  by  the  sale,  notwith- 
standing they  were  never  separated  from 
the  mass. 

In  Clark  v.  Griffith,  24  N.  Y.  595,  revers- 
ing 2  Bosw.  658,  the  defendants  had  sold 
and  delivered  to  the  plaintiff's  vendor  four 
billiard  tables  and  their  accoutrements,  all 
alike  and  of  equal  value,  on  credit,  and 
taken  a  chattel  mortgage  upon  the  subject 
of  the  sale,  to  secure  the  purchase  price. 
As  a  part  of  the  transaction,  they  had  ex- 
pressly stipulated  in  writing  that  as  soon  as 
one  quarter  of  the  total  purchase  price 
should  be  fully  paid,  they  would  execute 
and  deliver  a  full  and  free  bill  of  sale  for, 
and  release  the  chattel  mortgage  upon,  one 
of  the  billiard  tables,  and  this  they  accord- 
ingly did  when  a  fourth  of  the  price  had 
been  received.  Default  having  been  made 
upon  the  subsequent  payments,  the  defend- 
ants seized  all  four  tables  by  virtue  of  the 
chattel  mortgage,  and  refused  to  surrender 
any  one  of  them  to  the  plaintiff  on  his  de- 
mand, he  having,  in  the  meantime,  acquired 
from  the  purchasers  all  their  title.  The 
court  held  the  defendants  liable  for  a 
conversion,  although  no  separation  of  the 
one  table  from  the  remaining  three  had  been 
made  up  to  the  time  of  seizure  by  anybody. 
It  conceded  the  defendants'  right  to  take 
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three  of  the  tables,  and  to  select  any  three 
that  they  chose,  but  denied  their  right  to 
take  the  fourth,  and,  taking  it,  they  be- 
came liable  for  its  conversion.  When  they 
took  the  tables,  said  the  court,  they  had  a 
right  to  select  three,  and  the  three  they 
first  took  into  their  possession  then  and 
there  became  and  were,  by  such  act,  their 
three  tables;  in  legal  effect  they  made  their 
selection,  and  when  they  did,  they  had  no 
right  to  take  the  fourth.  The  fourth  and 
last  table,  when  they  took  it,  belonged  to 
the  plaintiff.  His  title  vested  absolutely  in 
this  table  immediately  upon  the  exercise  of 
the  right  of  selection,  and  the  sale  there- 
upon was  executed  and  consummated. 

In  Morrison  v.  Woodley,  84  111.  192,  it 
was  apparently  the  opinion  of  the  court 
that,  upon  a  sale  of  3,000  railroad  ties  at 
20  cents  apiece,  lying  on  a  certain  dock  as 
a  part  of  a  larger  quantity,  and  left  in  the 
custody  of  the  vendor's  agent,  where  the 
purchase  price  was  paid  and  a  bill  of  sale 
executed,  the  title  passed,  although  there 
was  no  selection  or  separation  of  the  ties 
sold  from  the  entire  lot,  where  the  custodian 
was  notified  of  the  sale,  requested  to  care 
for  the  ties  sold  until  the  purchaser  could 
remove  them,  and  was  paid  by  the  pur- 
chaser a  dockage  fee,  but  the  judgment 
really  went  against  the  vendor,  upon  the 
theory  that,  after  this,  the  parties  to  the 
transaction  had  agreed  that  the  ties  sold 
should  be  taken  back,  and  that  there  should 
be  delivered  in  lieu  thereof  an  equal  num- 
ber of  railroad  ties  which  belonged  to  the 
vendor,  and  which  were  lying  upon  another 
dock  at  a  different  place;  so  that  the  case 
cannot  be  regarded  as  of  very  much  author- 
ity. 

In  the  case  of  Levasseur  v.  Gary  (Me.) 
3  At].  4(i.1,  the  purchaser  agreed  to  take  100 
bushels,  at  50  cents  a  bushel,  out  of  SCO 
bushels  of  seed  oats  contained  in  a  bin  in 
the  store  of  the  teller,  in  addition  to  a  pur- 
chase that  he  made  of  all  the  seller's  wheat, 
which  was  set  apart  and  reserved  for  de- 
livery to  him  when  he  should  send  the  bags 
in  which  the  grain  was  to  be  put  and  car- 
ried away.  The  court  held  that  the  sale,  so 
far  as  the  wheat  was  concerned,  was  an  exe- 
cuted sale,  but,  with  respect  of  the  sale  of 
the  oats,  it  used  the  following  language: 
"There  were  some  500  bushcH  of  sped  oats 
in  a  bin  in  the  store  at  the  time.  The  pur- 
chaser agreed  to  take  100  bushels  at  50 
cents  a  bushel.  The  oats  were  not  to  be 
measured  out  till  he  should  send  bags  for 
them,  which  he  was  to  do  at  his  pleasure. 
The  .$150  paid  by  purchaser  was  to  cover  the 
seed  oats.  We  think  it  was  understood  that 
the  purchaser  was  to  own  the  100  bushels 
as  his  own  property,  and  that  the  risk  was 
on  him.  Waldron  v.  Chase,  37  Me.  414,  59 
Am.  Dee.  50.  The  feed  oats,  howevor,  were 
not  specifically  bought.  Enoush  was  to  be 
put  in  to  fill  the  haifs  when  they  were  sent. 
Any  feed  oats  would  do.  No  property  in 
any  specific  oats  passed.  A  jury  niijrlit  have 
drawn  different  inferences.  We  state  our 
own.  The  seed  oats  came  to  .$50.  The 
wheat  was  about  CO  bushels  in  quantity, 
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averaging  the  guesses  of  the  witnesses, 
lliis  would  make  $110  worth  of  8{>ecific 
property  bought.  The  balance  of  the  $150 
paid  by  plaintiff  was  for  feed  oats  to  be 
supplied.  He  is  entitled  to  recover  back 
this  balance.  Judgment  for  plaintiff  for 
$40,  with  interest  from  date  of  writ" 

2.  Reasoning,    crtticism,    and,    counter 
criticism. 

The  argument  of  Le  Blanc,  J.,  in  White- 
house  V.  Frost,  12  East,  614,  in  concurring 
with  his  associates  in  the  judgment  that 
the  title  to  10  tons  out  of  40  tons  of  oil  in 
one  cistern  passed  beyond  recall  upon  a  re- 
sale by  the  first  purchaser,  and  the  accep- 
tance of  his  order  to  deliver  without  draw- 
ing them  off,  ran  thus:  But  something, 
it  is  said,  still  remained  to  be  done;  namely, 
the  measuring  off  of  the  10  tons  from  the 
rest  of  the  oil.  Nothing,  however,  remained 
to  be  done  in  order  to  complete  the  sale. 
The  objection  only  applies  where  sometliing- 
remains  to  be  done  as  between  the  buyer 
and  seller  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing either  the  quantity  or  the  price,  neither 
of  which  remained  to  be  done  in  this  case. 
.  .  .  Though  something  remained  to  be 
done  as  between  the  vendee  and  the  persons 
who  retained  the  custody  of  the  oil,  before 
the  vendee  could  be  put  into  separate  pos- 
session of  the  part  sold,  yet,  as  between  hint 
and  his  vendor,  nothing  remained  to  perfect 
the  sale. 

Lord  Mansfield  disposed  of  the  question 
of  the  failure  of  title  to  the  undivided  coins 
in  Jackson  v.  Anderson,  4  Taunt.  24,  as  fol- 
lows: It  appears,  said  he,  that  no  separa- 
tion was  ever  made  from  the  whole  quantity 
of  1,969  dollars  belonging  to  the  plaintiffs; 
and  an  objection  has  been  taken  on  that 
ground  against  the  form  of  the  action.  But 
we  think  there  is  no  difficulty  in  that  point. 
The  defendant  has  disposed  of  all  the  dol- 
lars, consequently  he  has  disposed  of  those 
which  belong  to  the  plaintiffs;  and  as  all 
are  of  the  same  value,  it  cannot  be  a  ques- 
tion what  particular  dollars  were  theirs.  It 
is  not  like  the  case  of  tenants  in  common,, 
who  have  a  right  to  every  part  of  every  grain 
of  corn,  etc.  Here  one  has  a  right  to  a  cer- 
tain number  and  the  other  to  the  rest.  If 
a  man  keeps  all,  and  has  no  right  to  a  part, 
the  action  lies  for  that  part  which  he  de- 
tains. 

To  sustain  the  conclusion  reached  in 
Kimberly  v.  Patchin.  19  N.  Y.  330,  75  Am. 
Dec.  334,  that  title  had  passed  to  the  pur- 
chaser of  a  definite  number  of  bushels  of 
wheat  out  of  bulk  in  a  warehouse,  without 
a  division  of  the  mass,  Corastock,  J.,  in  the 
prevailing  opinion,  reasoned,  in  substance, 
thus:  The  quantity  of  wheat  in  store  to 
which  the  contract  related,  said  he,  was 
estimated  by  the  parties  at  about  COOO 
bushels.  But  subsequently,  after  the  sture- 
koeper  had  sold  the  same  wheat  once  more 
to  liira  through  whom  the  plaintiffs  claim, 
it  apix'iired  on  measurement  to  overrun  the 
estiniate  by  an  excess  of  249  bushels.  When 
the   0,000  bushels  were  bought,   they  were 
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mixed  in  the  storehouse  with  the  excess, 
and  neither  measured  nor  separated.  The 
sale  was  not  in  bulk,  but  of  precisely  6,000 
bushels.  On  this  ground,  the  plainlilTs 
claim  that  the  contract  was  executorj-, — a 
mere  agreement  to  sell  and  deliver  the  speci- 
fied quantity, — and  that  no  title  passed  by 
the  transaction.  It  is  not  denied,  however, 
nor  does  it  admit  of  denial,  tliat  the  parties 
intended  a  transfer  of  the  title.  The  argu- 
ment is,  and  it  is  the  only  one  which  is 
even  plausible,  that  the  law  overrules  that 
intention,  although  expressed  in  plain 
written  language,  entirely  appropriate  to 
the  purpose.  It  is  a  rule  asserted  in  many 
legal  authorities,  he  continued,  but  which 
may  be  quite  as  fitly  called  a  rule  of  reason 
and  logic,  that  in  order  to  an  executed  sale, 
so  as  to  transfer  title  from  one  to  another, 
the  thing  sold  must  be  ascertained.  This  is 
a  self-evident  truth  when  applied  to  those 
subjects  of  property  which  are  distinguish- 
able by  their  physical  attributes  from  all 
other  things,  and  therefore  are  capable  of 
exact  identification.  No  person  can  be  said 
to  own  a  horse  or  a  picture  unless  he 
is  able  to  specify  what  horse  or  what 
picture  it  is  that  belongs  to  him.  It 
'is  not  only  l^^lly  but  logically  impos- 
sible to  hold  property  in  such  things 
unless  they  are  ascertained  and  distin- 
guished from  all  other  things;  and  this, 
I  apprehend,  is  the  foundation  of  the  rule 
that  on  a  sale  of  chattels,  in  order  to  pass 
the  title,  the  articles  sold  must,  if  not  de- 
livered, be  designated  so  that  possession  can 
be  taken  by  the  purchaser  without  any  fur- 
ther act  on  the  part  of  the  seller.  But,  he 
added,  property  can  be  acquired  and  held  in 
many  things  which  are  incapable  of  such  an 
identification.  Articles  of  this  nature  are 
sold  not  by  a  description  which  refers  to 
and  distinguishes  the  particular  thing,  but 
in  quantities,  which  are  ascertained  by 
weiglit,  measure,  or  count;  the  constituent 
parts  which  make  up  the  mass  being  undis- 
tinguishable  from  each  other  by  any  physic- 
al difference  in  size,  shape,  texture,  or  qual- 
ity. Of  this  nature  are  wine,  oil,  wheat, 
and  other  cereal  grains,  and  the  flour  manu- 
factured from  them.  These  can  be  identified 
only  in  masses  or  quantities,  and  in  that 
mode,  therefore,  they  are  viewed  in  the  con- 
tracts and  dealings  of  men.  In  respect  of 
such  things,  the  rule  mentioned  must  be  ap- 
plied according  to  the  nature  of  the  subject. 
But  as  it  is  not  possible,  in  reason  or  philos- 
ophy, to  identify  each  constituent  particle 
composing  a  quantity,  so  the  law  docs  not 
require  such  an  identification.  Where  the 
quantity  and  the  general  mass  from  which 
it  is  to  be  taken  are  specified,  the  subject  of 
the  contract  is  ascertained,  and  it  is  pos- 
sible for  the  title  to  pass  if  the  sale  is 
complete  in  all  its*  other  elements.  An 
actual  delivery,  indeed,  cannot  be  made  un- 
less the  whole  is  transferred  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  purchaser,  or  unless  the'  par- 
ticular quantity  sold  is  separated  from  the 
residue';  but  actual  delivery  is  not  indispen- 
sable in  any  case  in  order  to  pass  a  title,  if 
the  thing  to  be  delivered  is  ascertained,  if 
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the  price  is  paid  or  a  credit  given,  and  if 
nothing  further  remains  to  be  done  in  re- 
gard to  it.  It  appears  to  me,  he  went  on, 
that  a  very  simple  and  elementary  inquiry 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  present  case.  A 
quantity  of  wheat  being  in  store,  is  it  pos- 
sible, in  reason  and  in  law,  for  one  man  to 
own  a  given  portion  of  it,  and  for  another 
man  to  own  the  residue,  without  a  separa- 
tion of  the  parts? 

To  bring  the  inquiry  to  the  facts  of  the 
case:  In  the  storehouse  of  D.  there  was  a 
quantity  not  precisely  known.  In  any  con- 
ceivable circumstances  could  S.  become 
owner  of  6,000  bushels  and  D.  of  the  residue, 
which  turned  out  to  be  249  bushels,  without 
the  portion  of  either  being  divided  from  the 
other's!  The  answer  to  this  inquiry  is 
plain.  Suppose  a  third  person,  being  the 
prior  owner  of  the  whole,  had  given  to  S. 
a  bill  of  sale  of  6,000  bushels,  and  then  one 
to  D.  for  the  residue,  more  or  less,  intend- 
ing to  pass  to  each  the  title,  and  expressing 
that  intention  in  plain  words.  What  would 
have  been  the  result?  TTie  former  owner 
most  certainly  would  have  parted  with  all 
his  title.  If,  then,  the  two  purchasers  did 
not  acquire  it,  no  one  could  own  the  wheat, 
and  the  title  would  be  lost.  This  would  be 
an  absurdity.  But  if  the  purchasers  could 
and  would  be  the  owners,  how  would  they 
hold  it?  Plainly,  according  to  their  con- 
tracts. One  would  be  entitled  to  6,000 
bushels,  and  the  other  to  what  remained 
after  that  quantity  was  subtracted.  Again, 
suppose  D.,  having  in  store  and  owning  249 
bushels,  S.  had  deposited  with  him  6,000 
bushels  for  storage  merely,  both  agreeing 
that  the  quantities  might  be  mixed. 

This  would  be  a  case  of  confusion  of  prop- 
erty where  neither  would  lose  his  title.  In 
the  law  of  bailments  this  is  entirely  settled. 
These  and  other  illustrations  which  misht 
be  suggested  demonstrate  the  possibility  of 
a  divided  ownership  in  the  wheat.  If,  then, 
the  law  admits  that  the  property,  while  in 
mass,  could  exist  in  that  condition,  it  was 
plainly  competent  for  the  parties  to  the 
sale  in  question  so  to  deal  with  each  oilier 
as  to  effectuate  that  result.  One  of  them,, 
being  the  owner  of  the  whole,  could  stipu- 
late and  agree  that  the  other  should  thence- 
forth own  6,000  bushels  without  a  separa- 
tion from  the  residue.  And  this,  I  think,  is 
precisely  what  was  done.  .  .  .  The 
parties  went  directly  to  the  result  without 
the  performance  of  any  useless  ceremonies, 
and  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  the  law 
denied  their  power  to  do  so.  .  .  .  It  is 
unnecessary  to  decide  whether  the  parties 
to  the  sale  became  tenants  in  common.  If 
a  tenancy  in  common  arises  in  such  cases, 
it  must  be  with  some  peculiar  incidents  not 
usually  belonging  to  that  species  of  owner- 
ship. I  think  each  party  would  have  the 
right  of  severing  tlie  tenancy  by  his  own 
act;  that  is,  the  right  of  taking  the  portion 
of  the  mass  that  belonged  to  him,  being  ac- 
countable only  if  he  invaded  the  quantity 
which  belonged  to  the  other.  But,  assuming 
that  the  case  is  one  of  strict  tenancy  in 
common,  the  defendant  became  the  owner  of 
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G,000  an<l  the  plaintifTs  of  249  parts  of  the  I 
\vh(i]e.  As  neither  could  maintain  an  action 
a^'ainst  the  other  for  taking  possession 
merely  of  the  whole,  more  clearly  he  can- 
not if  the  other  takes  only  the  quantity 
which  belongs  to  him. 

There  is,  said  the  court  in  Waldron  v. 
Chase,  37  Me.  415,  59  Am.  Dec.  56,  an  ap- 
parent conllict  of  authority  on  this  subject, 
arising,  pprha;)»,  more  from  a  difference  in 
the  forms  of  action  by  which  parties  have 
soiiglit  to  vindicate  their  rights  than  from 
any  real  difference  of  opinion  concerning  the 
law.  In  this  case  the  contract  of  sale  was 
complete.  The  corn  was  paid  for,  and  the 
part  was  taken  by  the  buyers,  who  had  a 
right  to  take  the  residue  when  convenient  for 
them,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  busi- 
ness. Nothing  more  was  necessary  to  be 
done  on  the  part  of  the  seller,  and  both  upon 
principle  and  according  to  the  law,  as  ad- 
duced by  the  authorities  cited  by  counsel 
in  the  case,  the  property  passed  to  the  pur- 
chasers, and  was  at  their  risk. 

^Ir.  Justice  Depue,  in  delivering  the  un- 
animous opinion  of  the  court  in  Hurff  v. 
Hires,  40  N.  J.  L.  681,  29  Am.  Rep.  282, 
reversing  39  N.  J.  L.  4,  said:  There  is  a 
clear  and  well-settled  legal  distinction  be- 
tween the  individual  rights  of  several  par- 
ties in  goods  of  uniform  kind  and  quality 
and  those  in  which  there  is  no  uniformity  in 
these  respects.  It  is  recognized  in  cases  of 
a  cotenancy  of  personal  property,  readily 
divisible  by  weight  or  measurement  into 
portions  absolutely  alike  in  quality  and 
value.  In  such  cases  either  tenant  may 
take  his  proi)er  proportion,  and  it  will  be 
regii  riled  as  a  px-oper  severance,  so  long  as 
he  does  not  take  more  than  his  share;  but 
the  rule  is  otherwise  in  case  of  property 
not  severable  in  this  manner.  .  .  .  It  is 
also  recognized  in  cases  of  the  interming- 
ling of  the  goods  of  several  owners,  where 
the  whole  is  indistinguishable  in  quality 
and  value.    And  again: 

"In  my  judgment,"  said  he,  referring  to 
the  doctrine  that  where  there  is  a  bargain 
for  a  portion  of  a  mass  from  which  the 
vendor  lias  a  right  to  make  such  a  selection 
as  he  sees  fit,  there  is  no  transfer  of  owner- 
ship until  he  has  made  a  selection,  "this 
principle  should  not  be  applied  where  the 
bulk  from  which  the  quantity  purchased  is 
to  be  separated  is  uniform  in  kind  and  qual- 
ity, and  has  been  approved  by  the  pur- 
chaser, and  the  full  contract  price  has  been 
paid."  In  Virginia,  New  York,  Connecticut, 
and  Maine,  said  he,  and  thereupon  virtually 
added  New  Jersey  to  the  list,  the  courts 
have  held  the  broad  doctrine,  without  quali- 
fication, that,  on  a  contract  of  sale  of  a 
certain  quantity  from  a  larger  bulk,  uni- 
form in  kind  and  quality,  the  property  will 
pass,  though  there  be  no  separation  of  the 
quantity  sold,  if  such  be  the  intention  of 
the  parties,  and  that  no  rule  of  law  will 
overrule  such  intention  if  it  be  otherwise 
clearly  expressed. 

In  Kingman  v.  Holmouist,  3A  Kan.  735. 
69  Am.  Rep.  604,  14  Pac.  168,  the  court 
reasoned  as  follows:  "^Ve  think  the  sale 
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to   Holmquist  was   complete,  although  the 
25,000  plants  sold  were  not  separated  from 
the  whole  number  delivered,  and  that  the 
action    for    conversion    can    be    maintained. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  controversy  is 
not  with  the  vendor.     He  had  received  full 
payment,  had  tied  the  plants  up  in  bundles, 
and  had  delivered  them  at  the  place  agreed 
upon.     By  this  action  he  intended  to  trans- 
fer the  title  to  Holmquist,  and  he  has  ever 
since  regarded  and  treated  it  as  a  complete 
sale.    Nothing  remained  to  be  done  by  him 
to  ascertain  the  quantity,  qualitj-,  or  price 
of  the  plants   sold.     It  is   argued  that  be- 
cause  the   bundles   intended   for   Holmquist 
were  not  set  apart  or  designated  by  some 
mark,  the  title  did  not  pass.     But  separa- 
tion could  not  make  more  certain  the  quan- 
tity, quality,  or  price  of  the  plants  pur- 
chased by  Holmquist.    They  were  a  part  of 
a  specific  and  ascertained  quantity.    There 
were  328  bundles  of  plants,  which  were  uni- 
form in  the  number  contained  in  each,  as 
well  as  in  the  quality  and  value.     It  was 
therefore  immaterial  from  what  part  of  the 
whole   the   100   bundles  of  Holmquist  \rere 
taken.     No   possible  advantage  could  have 
been  gained  by  either  party  if  the  privilege 
of  selection  had  been  conferred  upon  him, 
and  it  is  idle  to  dispute  about  the  identity 
of  articles  that  are  equal  in  kind  and  value. 
Each  had  a  right  to  a  certain  number  of 
the  whole,  and  either  had  a  right  to  take 
possession  of  the  number  that  belonged  to 
him;   and  indeed,  the  circumstances   under 
which    Kingman    received    the    plants    are 
such  that  he  might  properly  be  regarded  as 
the  bailee  of  Holmquist.    He  held  for  Holm- 
quist a  specified  number  of  bundles  which 
were  a  portion  of  a  quantity  that  was  ascer- 
tained   and    certain,    and    with    which    the 
seller  had  nothing  further  to  do.    While  the 
English,  and  some  of  the  American,  courts 
hold  that  in  all  cases  the  goods  sold  must 
be  separated  and  specifically  identified  be- 
fore the  title  will  pass,  the  weight  of  au- 
thority in  this  country  is  that  where  the 
property  sold  is  a  part  of  an  ascertained 
mass  of  uniform  quality  and  value,  separa- 
tion is  not  essential,  and  the  title  to  the 
part  sold  will  pass  to  the  vendee,  if  such 
appears  to  be  the  intention  of  the  parties." 
Chief  Justice  Dixon  of  Wisconsin,  in  de- 
livering the  opinion  of  the  court  in  Young 
r.  Miles,  20  Wis.  615,  began  thus  anent  the 
topic  of  this  note:     I  am,  said  he,  happily 
relieved  from  entering  into  any  lenghty  dis- 
cussion of  the  principal  question  presented 
by  this  case,  which  is  whether  replevin  can 
be  maintained  for  the  wheat,  or  rather,  the 
quantity  of  wheat  specified  in  the  receipt, 
after  its  intermixture  with  the  wheat  of  R. 
in  the  warehouse.     The  authorities  are  in 
clear   and   palpable  conflict.     According  to 
some,   it  can ;    according  to   others,   it  can- 
not.     I    need    only    refer    to    Kimberlv    T. 
Patchin,  19  N.  Y.   330,   75  Am.   Dec  "334, 
and    Scudder    v.    Worster,    11    Gush.    573, 
which  are  the  two  leading  American  cases. 
T'he  opinions  in  both  are  elaborate  «nd  well 
considered,  the  previous  decisions  reviewed, 
and  all  the  law  and  the  doctrine  for  and 
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•Sainit  Mj  stated  and  discussed.  They  are 
ill  I'act  the  only  cases  necessary  to  be  con- 
sulted to  obtain  a  proper  understanding  of 
the  question  and  of  the  decisions  of  the 
courts.  The  former  ia  a  decision  in  the 
aSnnative;  the  latter,  in  the  negative.  I 
a'lient  most  fully  to  the  views  expressed  in 
the  former,  and  think  that  the  action  can 
b«  maintained.  The  doctrine  of  the  court 
of  appeals,  sustained,  as  it  is,  by  many  ad- 
judications, seems  to  me  the  more  rational 
and  sound.  It  is,  in  substance,  as  to  arti- 
cles of  this  nature,  wheat  and  the  cereal 
grains,  and  flour  manufactured  from  them, 
wine,  oil,  and  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  which 
are  sold  not  by  a  description  which  refers 
to  and  distinguishes  the  particular  thing, 
but  in  quantities  which  are  ascertained  by 
Wright,  measure,  or  count,  and  which  are 
undistinguiahable  from  each  other  by  any 
physii-al  difTerence  in  size,  shape,  texture,  or 
quality,  that  there  may  be  different  owners 
nf  a  common  mass,  each  having  a  separate 
property  in  his  share,  and  each  entitled  to 
M-irr  it  from  the  share  or  shares  of  the 
others,  and,  if  necessary,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  his  rights,  to  maintain  replevin  for 
the  same,  subject  to  deductions  for  any  loss 
or  waste  properly  falling  to  his  share  while 
the  property  remained  in  the  mass.  In  sup- 
port of  this  doctrine,  I  can  add  nothing  to 
the  reasoning  of  Judge  Comstock,  which  is 
80  convincing  to  my  mind.  Were  I  to  say 
anything  it  would  be  but  repetition,  and 
that  is  tiresome  and  unnecessary. 

There  is  some  conflict  of  authority,  said 
the  court  in  Hubler  v.  Gaston,  9  Or.  66,  42 
Am.  Rep.  794,  where  a  sale  is  made  of  a 
leswr  out  of  a  greater  quantity,  uniform  in 
Icind  and  quality.  The  English  courts  ad- 
here to  the  rule  that,  as  between  the  vendor 
and  purchaser,  separation  of  the  quantity 
told  from  a  larger  bulk  identical  in  kind 
and  quality  is  necessary  before  the  title  u  ill 
pass,  although  it  is  said  that  very  slight 
and  unimportant  circumstances  will  take 
the  transaction  out  of  the  rule  in  those 
courts.  In  the  American  courts,  the  cases 
on  this  subject  are  quite  conflicting.  In 
Virginia,  New  York,  Connecticut,  Maine, 
and  Xew  Jersey,  the  courts  hold  that  where 
the  subject-matter  of  the  sale  is  part  of  an 
ascertained  mass  of  uniform  quality  and 
value,  the  property  will  pass,  though  there 
he  no  separation,  if  such  be  the  intention  of 
the  parties,  and  that  no  rule  of  law  will 
overrule  that  intention  if  it  be  otherwise 
clearly  expressed.  In  such  cases,  the  bulk 
or  nuiss  is  ascertained  or  identified,  and  of 
uniform  kind  and  quality,  and  when  in- 
•pected  or  approved  by  the  purchaser,  and 
the  contract  price  is  paid,  there  does  not 
•fern  to  us  to  be  any  valid  reason  why  the 
title  to  the  property  will  not  pass  until  the 
quantity  purchased  is  separated. 

The  storage  of  oil  in  tanks  and  of  grain 
is  elevators,  said  the  court  in  Brownfleld  v. 
Johnson.  128  Pa.  254,  6  L.R.A.  48,  18  Atl. 
•►*3.  although  not  universal,  is  the  usual  and 
ordinary  means  employed  by  large  dealers 
in  those  commodities:  and  while  no  custom 
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of  that  kind,  technically  speaking,  could  be 
established,  the  usage  of  the  trade  and  gen- 
eral course  of  business  in  this  country  are 
well  known.  In  view  of  the  necessities  which 
grow  out  of  such  usage,  the  American  courts 
have  departed  from  the  rule  adhered  to  in 
England,  and  have  recognized  a  rule  for  the 
delivery  of  this  class  of  property  more  in 
conformity  with  the  commercial  usages  of 
the  country.  The  weight  of  American  au- 
thority, it  was  added,  supports  the  proposi- 
tion that  when  property  is  sold,  to  be  taken 
out  of  a  specific  mass  of  uniform  quality, 
the  title  will  pass  at  once  if  such  appears  to 
be  the  intent.  Oil  in  a  tank  and  grain  in 
an  elevator  serve  to  illustrate  this  rule. 

The  doctrine  of  Gushing  v.  Breed,  14  Al- 
len, 376,  92  Am.  Dec.  777,  that  a  sale  of 
grain  out  of  a  larger  quantity  stored  in  an 
elevator  or  warehouse,  and  uniform  in  kind 
and  (quality,  gives  rise,  while  the  mass  is 
undivided,  to  a  tenancy  in  common  which 
supersedes  the  necessity  of  weighing  or 
measuring  out  the  part  sold  in  order  to 
complete  the  sale,  was  referred  in  Hires  v. 
Hurff,  39  N.  J.  L.  4,  and  the  court  there 
conceded  that  "the  peculiar  position  of 
grain  in  elevators,  the  mixed  property  of 
diflierent  owners,  stored  in  large  quantities, 
the  convenience  and  necessity  of  selling 
while  in  storage  for  future  shipments  and 
for  advances,  may  require  some  modifica- 
tion by  custom  of  the  rule  that  has  been  ap- 
plied to  ordinary  cases  of  sales  of  smaller 
quantities  from  the  mass." 

It  has  been  repeatedly  said  that  the  case 
of  Whitehouse  v.  Frost,  12  East,  614,  was 
overruled  by  Austen  v.  Craven,  4  Taunt. 
644,  and  White  v.  Wilks,  5  Taunt  176,  23 
Eng.  Kul.  Cas.  252.  The  statement  lacks 
accuracy.  Each  of  these  cases  involved  a 
sale  out  of  the  vendor's  general,  undesig- 
nated stock, — one  of  sugar,  the  other  of  oil ; 
Whitehouse  v.  Frost,  supra,  a  sale  of  part 
of  the  contents  of  a  particular  cistern. 

In  Austen  v.  Craven,  supra,  the  language 
of  the  judges  fails  to  justify  the  statement 
that  they  overruled  Whitehouse  v.  Frost, 
supra.  Trover,  said  Lord  Mansfield,  cannot 
be  maintained  but  for  specific  goods.  Any 
sugars  of  required  quality  would  have  satis- 
fied this  contract.  It  is  a  contract  for  a 
certain  quantity  of  a  specified  quality  of 
sugars.  I  say  nothing  on  the  case  of  the 
oil;  there  it  is  held  that  trover  will  lie  for 
a  specific  quantity  of  a  liquid  without  its 
ever  having  been  separated;  how  it  is  to 
be  distinguished  from  the  mass,  I  know  not; 
but  that  case  stands  quite  on  its  own  bot- 
tom: it  is  unlike  other  cases.  And  Gibbs, 
J.,  added:  We  need  say  nothing  on  that 
case;  suffice  it  that  it  is  very  distinguish- 
able from  this. 

In  White  v.  Wilks,  supra,  the  language 
of  the  judges  went  somewhat  farther,  but 
fell  short  at  that  of  overruling  Whitehouse 
v.  Frost,  supra.  The  objection  here  is,  said 
Lord  Mansfield,  after  he  had  cited  and  ap- 
proved Austen  v.  Craven,  supra,  that  no 
specific  quantity  of  oil  was  sold.  The  quan- 
tity agreed  to  be  sold  was  mixed  with  a 
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much  larger  quantity;  and  not  onl^  that, 
but  it  was  mixed  with  several  different 
quantities.    How  was  it  to  be  separated? 

It  is  true  that  Heath,  J.,  in  White  v. 
Wilks,  supra,  did  say:  We  do  not  pretend 
to  reconcile  the  case  of  Austen  v.  Craven, 
supra,  with  that  of  Whitehouse  v.  Frost, 
supra;  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  so.  But 
plainly,  Justice  Heath,  when  he.  made  that 
remark,  had  not  closely  studied  the  facts  in 
the  two  cases,  nor  carefully  weighed  the 
opinions  of  Lord  Mansfield  and  Justice 
Gibbs  in  the  later  one. 

Both  Austen  v.  Craven  and  White  v. 
Wilks,  supra,  were  cases  where  the  vendors 
had  an  unrestricted  right  to  select  the  sugar 
or  the  oil  to  be  delivered  as  the  subject  of 
the  sale,  and  either  might  have  taken  it 
out  of  his  own  stock  on  hand  or  procured  it 
from  another,  as  he  chose. 

In  Field  v.  Moore,  Hill  &.  D.  Supp.  418, 
the  ease  of  Whitehouse  v.  Frost,  supra,  was 
pronounced  in  conflict  with  accepted  prin- 
ciples, and  declared  to  have  been  directly 
overruled  and  to  be  wbollj^  irreconcilable 
with  the  current  of  ituthoritiea. 

In  Woods  V.  McQee,  7  Ohio,  pt,  2,  p.  127, 
30  Am.  Dec.  202,  the  case  of  White  v.  Wilks, 
supra,  was  cited  as  overruling  Whitehouse 
V.  Frost,  supra. 

In  Hutchinson  v.  Hunter,  7  Pa.  140,  it 
was  said  of  Whitehouse  v.  Frost,  supra, 
that  it  was  a  case  with  which  much  dis- 
satisfaction was  expressed  in  Austen  v. 
Craven  and  White  v.  Wilks,  supra,  and  one 
which  may  be  considered  as  overruled. 

Whitehouse  v.  Frost,  supra,  was  cited  in 
Hutchinson  v.  Com.  82  Pa.  472,  with  the 
remark:  This  case  was  undoubtedly  de- 
cided against  the  current  of  authority.  It 
was  questioned  in  Austen  v.  Craven  and 
White  V.  Wilks,  supra,  and  may  now  be 
considered  as  overruled.  And  yet  the  con- 
clusion in  the  Pennsylvania  case  was  more 
consistent  with  the  former  case  than  with 
the  latter  cases. 

But  in  Chapman  t.  Shepard,  39  Conn. 
413,  it  was  said  of  Whitehouse  v.  Frost, 
supra,  that  while  it  had  been  the  subject 
of  some  adverse  criticism,  it  seemed  to  have 
been  properly  decided. 

The  case  of  Kimberly  v.  Patchin,  19  N. 
T.  330,  76  Am.  Dec.  334,  has  been  ^he  tar- 
get of  almost  as  much  criticism  as  that  of 
Whitehouse  v.  Frost,  supra. 

In  the  Elgee  Cotton  Cases  (United  States 
V.  Woodruff)  22  Wall.  180,  22  L.  ed.  863, 
Strong,  J.,  for  the  majority,  cited  that  case 
and  that  of  Russell  v.  Carrington,  42  N.  Y. 
118,  1  Am.  Rep.  498,  which  followed  it, 
and  said  of  the  two:  "These  decisions,  we 
think,  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  au- 
thorities generally  in  this  country."  But 
when,  in  that  case,  the  learned  justice  went 
further  and  added:  "They  are  in  conflict 
with  later  decisions  in  New  York.  In  Kein 
V.  Tupper,  62  N.  Y.  653,  the  English  rule 
was  strictly  accepted,"  he  lapsed  into  error. 
In  Kein  v.  Tupper,  supra,  the  cotton,  which 
was  the  subject  of  the  sale,  was,  by  the  ex- 
press terms  of  the  contract,  to  be  weighed 
and  sampled,  and  the  samples  taken  from 
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the   bales   compared   for   quality   with    the 
I  original    samples    on    which    the    sale   was 
I  based  before  delivery  and  acceptance  could 
take  place. 

In  Foot  V.  Marsh,  51  N.  Y.  288,  the  mass 
from  which  the  sale  was  made  did  not  run 
uniform  in  qualitv  and  value.  In  that  case 
there  was  a  sale  by  sample  of  4,000  gallons 
of  oil  in  100  casks,  deliverable  on  call,  iind 
subject  to  a  monthly  charge  for  storage. 
The  vendors  had  in  store  150  casks,  aver- 
aging 40  gallons  each,  but  of  three  different 
grades.  Sixty-eight  were  like  the  sample, 
46  were  superior  to  it,  and  the  rest  were 
inferior  in  quality.  When  the  sellers  earn* 
to  make  an  actual  delivery,  the  oil  had  so 
far  leaked  away  that  there  were  but  1,821 
gallons  in  the  hundred  casks  they  tendered. 
The  court,  on  these  facts,  distinguished 
Kimberly  v.  Patchin,  supra,  and  required 
the  vendors  to  make  good  the  deficit. 

The  case  of  Kimberly  v.  Patchin,  supra, 
was  also  distinguished  in  the  late  New  York 
case  of  Lighthouse  v.  Third  Nat.  Bank,  162 
N.  Y.  336,  68  N.  E.  738,  reversing  25  App. 
Div.  630,  62  N.  Y.  Supp.  488,  because  the 
trial  court,  it  was  said,  had  correctly  de- 
cided that  the  sale  contract  was  executory, 
and  effected  no  change  of  title  at  the  time 
of  its  execution, — a  necessary  conclusion, 
based  upon  the  coincidence  of  absence  of 
title  in  the  vendor,  and  the  lack  of  such 
identification  and  appropriation  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  contract  as  is  essential 
to  the  passage  of  title. 

The  principle  that  upon  a  sale  of  a  speci- 
fied quantity  of  personal  property  then  in 
existence,  and  forming  a  part  of  a  mass 
indisting^uishable  in  quality  and  value 
throughout,  a  separation  or  delivery  is  not 
essential  to  pass  title  to  the  purchaser,  where 
the  intent  to  do  so  is  otherwise  clearly 
manifested,  which  was  laid  down  in  the 
bases  of  Kimberly  v.  Patchin  and  Russell 
V.  Carrington,  supra,  does  not  apply  where 
the  subject  of  the  sale  is  not  in  existence  or 
in  a  deliverable  state,  and  tlie  vendor,  at 
the  time  of  the  contract,  has  not  a  mass  on 
hand  from  which  it  can  be  taken.  Wilson 
V.  Empire  Dairy  Salt  Co.  60  App.  Div.  114, 
63  N.  Y.  Supp.  566. 

It  cannot  therefore,  be  said  with  pro- 
priety that  the  later  decisions  in  New  York 
are  in  conflict  with  those  of  Kimberly  t. 
Patchin  and  Russell  v.  Carrington,  supra. 

In  Kentucky  in  Ferguson  v.  Northern 
Bank,  14  Bush,  666,  29  Am.  Rep.  418,  the 
case  of  Kimberly  v.  Patchin,  supra,  was 
cited  as  the  leading  case  adverse  to  the  doc- 
trine that  no  title  passes  by  a  sale  of  a 
certain  quantity  of  a  commodity  in  mass, 
to  be  subtracted  from  a  greater  quantity, 
until  there  has  been  a  division  and  identi- 
fication; and  was  said  to  have  been  followed 
by  subsequent  decisions  so  as  to  give  rise  to 
a  conflict  on  the  question  in  the  American 
authorities.  The  Kentucky  tribunal  criti- 
cized the  reasoning,  and  refused  to  follow 
the  New  York  case, — a  course  it  repeated 
in  Mercer  Nat.  Bank  v.  Hawkins,  104  Ey. 
171,  46  S.  W.  717. 

The   case   of   Pleasants   t.   Pendleton,   8' 
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Bud.  (Va.)  473,  18  Am.  Dec.  728,  has  also 
been  sttbjeetd  to  much  adverse  criticism. 

The  facts  in  the  Ohio  case  of  W(>ods  v. 
HcGee,  7  Ohio,  pt.  2  p.  127,  30  Am.  Dec. 
ZOi,  were  strikingly  similar,  and  the  con- 
clusion was  diametrically  opposed. 

Judge  Grimke,  who  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court  in  the  latter  case,  cited  the 
former  aa  a  very  strong  case  the  other  way, 
and  then  commented  upon  it  as  follows: 

It  is  impossible,  said  he,  to  hidtf  from 
one's  self  that  the  fact  of  the  small  difference 
between  123  barrels,  the  whole  quantity,  and 
119  barrels,  the  number  sold,  may  have  gone 
a  great  way  to  influence  the  judgment.  It 
was  a  hard  case,  and  hard  cases  always 
make  shipwreck -of  principles.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  answer  the  difficult  inquiry,  if  a 
part  only  of  the  flour  had  been  burnt  in 
that  case,  on  whom  would  the  loss  have 
fallen?  If  A,  being  the  owner  of  2,000 
barrels  of  flour,  sells  1,000  to  B,  but  with- 
ont  anything  being  done  to  ascertain  the 
identity  and  individuality  of  the  part  sold, 
and  1,000  barrels  are  consumed  by  fire,  what 
is  there  to  determine  that  the  1,000  are  tlie 
property  of  the  vendee,  and  that  he  shall 
bear  the  loss?  Until  this  question  can  be 
answered,  we  must  adhere  to  the  later  Eng- 
lish cases;  or  rather,  we  must  adhere  to 
principle,  which,  looking  to  every  conse- 
quence which  may  arise  from  any  given 
combination  of  circumstances,  establishes  a 
nile  which  shall  be  liable  to  as  little  fluc- 
tuation as  possible. 

These  remarks  were  quoted  in  part  by, 
and  commanded  the  approval  of,  the  Massa- 
chusetts supreme  court  in  Scudder  v.  Wor- 
ster,  11  Cush.  573,  while  criticizing  and  dis- 
agreeing with  the  decision  in  Pleasants  v. 
Pendleton,  supra.  And  in  Hutchinson  v. 
Hunter,  7  Fa.  140,  Rogers,  J.,  who  delivered 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  expressed  himself 
as  inclined  to  subscribe  to  the  remarks  of 
Judge  Grimke,  in  Woods  v.  McGee,  supra, 
in  regard  to  Pleasants  v.  Pendleton  supra, 
which  he  characterized  as  a  case  in  which 
the  error  consisted  of  a  misapplication  of  a 
principle  conceded  by  his  court. 

The  reasoning  of  Judge  Grimke  did  not 
seem  to  be  convincing  to  the  supreme  court 
of  California,  in  the  case  of  Horr  v.  Bar- 
ker, 11  Cal.  393,  70  Am.  Dec.  791.  After 
quoting  the  Ohio  jurist  in  the  passage  given 
above,  the  California  tribunal  proceeded  to 
say:  It  appears  to  us  that  the  court  sacri- 
ieed  the  common  sense  and  justice  of  that 
case  to  the  misapplication  of  a  good  princi- 
ple when  confined  to. proper  circumstances. 
Suppose  A  sells  and  delivers  1,000  barrels 
to  B,  and  500  to  C,  and  that  the  two  pur- 
chasers afterwards  put  their  flour  together 
in  one  mass,  all  being  of  the  same  brand, 
and  without  marks  to  distinguish  one  bar- 
rel from  another;  in  case  of  partial  loss, 
upon  whom  would  it  fall  ?  It  would  seem  to 
be  a  very  inadequate  system  of  jurisprudence 
tijat  could  not  solve  that  question.  The 
parties  had  a  right  to  do  what  they  did  do, 
and  common  justice  would  say  each  should 
bear  the  loss  in  proportion  to  his  interest 
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in  the  whole.  And' what  possible  difference 
can  it  make  if  one  party  is  the  seller  and 
the  other  the  purchaser?  In  the  latter  case, 
as  in  the  former,  each  is  the  separate  owner 
of  a  specified  number  of  barrels.  The  seller 
has  1,000  barrels  in  a  warehouse  in  one 
mass,  and  sells  to  a  purchaser  a  portion,  and 
gives  him  a  delivery  order  which  he  pre- 
sents, and  takes  a  warehouse  receipt  in  his 
own  name,  leaving  the  flour  in  the  mass. 
From  the  transaction  it  is  clear  that  it  is 
the  mutual  agreement  of  the  seller  and  pur^ 
chaser  that  the  property  should  remain  to- 
gether; for  the  plain  reason  that  practical 
common  sense  will  not  dispute  about  the 
separate  identity  of  two  or  more  things 
that  are  all  just  alike.  In  all  such  cases, 
we  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  courts 
to  look  to  the  intention  of  the  parties. 
They  are  competent  to  contract,  and  have  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  best  method  of 
carrying  out  their  intentions;  and  the  court 
should  give  effect  to  such  intentions  when 
ascertained. 

The  cases  of  Eimberly  ▼.  Fatehin,  10  N. 
Y.  330,  75  Am.  Dec.  334,  and  Fleasante  t. 
Pendleton,  supra,  were  cited  in  Commercial 
Nat.  Bank  v.  Gillette,  90  Ind.  268,  46  Am. 
Rep.  222,  and  declared  to  proceed  upon  the 
theory  that  commercial  interest  demands  a 
modification  of  the  rule  of  law  that  the  title 
to  personal  property  not  separated  and 
specifically  identified,  when  sold  out  of  a 
large  mass  or  bulk  of  articles  of  the  same 
kind,  does  not  pass  to  the  purchaser.  In 
our  judgment,  said  the  Indiana  tribunal,  in 
that  association,  commercial  interests  are 
best  promoted  l^  a  rigid  adherence  to  the 
rule  which  the  sages  of  the  law  have  so 
long  and  so  strongly  approved.  The  rule 
secures  real  transactions  and  actual  sales, 
and  thus  checks  the  wild  spirit  of  specula- 
tion; it  prevents  in  no  small  measure  the 
making  of  mere  wagering  contracts;  it  puts 
business  on  a  staple  basis,  and  makes  it 
essential  that  there  should  be  real,  and  not 
sham,  transfers  of  property;  it  makes  titles 
secure,  protects  creditors  and  purchasers, 
and  represses  fraud.  If  it  be  granted  that 
the  rule  does  somewhato  interfere  with  the 
freedom  of  business  transfers,  still,  the  good 
it  produces  far  outweighs  this  inconven- 
ience; but  we  do  not  believe  it  does  inter- 
fere with  actual  business  transfers,  for  com- 
mon experience  informs  us  that  real  sales 
are  seldom,  if  ever,  made  without  a  specific 
designation  of  the  thing  bought.  The  rule 
may  interfere  with  dealers  in  "margins," 
makers  of  "corners,"  and  fraraers  of  "op- 
tions," and  to  affirm  that  it  does  do  this  is 
to  give  it  no  faint  praise.  In  principle  the 
rule  is  sound,  and  in  practical  operation, 
salutary. 

The  case  of  Pleasants  t.  Pendleton,  supra, 
was  cited  in  Ferguson  t.  Northern  Bank, 
supra,  as  a  case  adverse  to  the  general  rule ; 
but,  said  the  Kentucky  court,  on  an  exam- 
ination of  that  case,  it  will  be  found  that 
not  one  of  the  barrels  of  fiour  in  the  ware- 
house was  branded  like  the  110  barrels 
claiibed  by  the  plaintiff,  and  it  was  there 
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expressly  held  that  the  subject  of  the  bar- 
gain was  so  designated  as  to  be  clearly  dis- 
tinguishable. 

The  case  of  Ferguson  v.  Northern  Bank, 
supra,  was  followed  in  Mercer  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Hawkins,  supra. 

Waldron  v.  Chase,  37  Me.  414,  59  Am. 
Dec.  56,  as  Depue,  J.,  in  Hurff  v.  Hires,  40 
K.  J.  L.  581,  29  Am.  Rep.  282,  pointed  out, 
was  not  overruled  by  Morrison  v.  Dingley, 
63  Me.  553,  but  only  distinguished  on  the 
ground  that,  in  the  latter  case,  the  vendor 
had  not  been  paid,  and  so  could  not  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  intended  to  part  with  his 
property  before  he  received  its  price. 

The  opposing  line  of  cases  rests  upon  the 
incontestable  fact  that  the  precise  thing 
sold,  if  a  part  of  a  mass  of  things  of  the 
same  kind,  cannot  possibly  be  identified  as 
the  subject  of  the  sale  until  it  is  taken  out 
of  bulk  and  set  aside  by  itself.  The  buyer 
and  seller  cannot,  it  is  said,  ag^ee  that  the 
title  shall  pass  before  this  is  done,  because 
neither  knows  or  can  form  any  conception 
of  what  is  bought  and  sold. 

I  think,  said  Lord  Campbell,  in  giving  his 
judgment  in  Aldridge  v.  Johnson,  7  El.  & 
Bl.  885,  speaking  of  a  sale  of  barley  out  of 
bulk,  that  no  portion  of  what  remained  in 
bulk  ever  vested  in  the  plaintiff.  We  can- 
not tell  what  part  of  that  is  to  vest.  No 
rule  of  the  law  of  vendor  and  purchaser  is 
more  clear  than  this:  that  until  the  appro- 
priation and  separation  of  a  particular 
quantity,  or  signification  of  assent  to  the 
particular  quantity,  the  property  is  not 
transferred. 

If,  said  the  court  in  Scudder  v.  Worster, 
supra,  the  sale  here  had  been  of  all  the  pork 
in  the  cellar,  or  of  any  entire  parcel  sep- 
arated from  the  residue,  or,  if  the  230  bar- 
rels had  had  some  descriptive  mark  distin- 
guishing them  from  the  other  barrels,  thit 
property  would  have  been  transferred  by 
the  sale;  but  the  difficulty  of  the  case  is  in 
maintaining  that,  in  the  absence  of  each 
and  all  of  these  circumstance  distinguishing 
articles  sold,  the  particular  barrels  of  pork 
selected  from  the  larger  mass  were  the  prop- 
erty of  the  purchaser,  or  had  ever  passed  to 
him. 

Where  there  is  a  bargain  for  a  certain 
quantity  ex  a  greater  quantity,  said  Bay- 
ley,  J.,  in  Gillett  v.  Hill,  2  Cromp,  &  M. 
530,  and  there  is  a  power  of  selection  in 
the  vendor  to  deliver  which  he  thinks  fit, 
then,  the  right  to  them  does  not  pass  to  the 
vendee  until  the  vendor  has  made  his  selec- 
tion ;  and  trover  is  not  maintainable  till 
that  is  done.  If  I  agree  to  deliver  a  quan- 
tity of  oil,  as  10  out  of  18  eighteen  tons, 
no  one  can  say  which  part  of  the  whole 
quantity  I  have  agreed  to  deliver,  until  a 
selection  is  made.  There  is  no  individual- 
ity until  it  has  been  divided. 

The  statement  was  qugted  with  approval 
in  Block  v.  Maas,  65  Ala.  211,  and  by  Scud- 
der, J.,  in  Hires  v.  Hurff,  39  X.  J.  L.  4. 
But  when  the  latter  case  was  taken  to  the 
court  of  errors  and  appeals,  and  there  unan- 
imously reversed,  that  tribunal  said,  qual- 
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ifyingly:  This  doctrine  is  founded  on  cor- 
rect principles  where  the  gross  bulk  is  vari- 
able in  kind  or  quality,  and  the  selection 
from  it  of  that  part  which  shall  be  delivered 
is  of  benefit  to  the  vendor. 

The  decision  in  Hutchinson  v.  Hunter, 
7  Pa.  140,  was  justified  by  the  facta  in 
that  case.  The  court  in  Chapman  v.  Shep- 
ard,  39  Conn.  413,  pointed  this  out  when 
it  said  that  while  the  opinion  was  strongly 
in  the  direction  of  holding  that  a  severance 
from  the  mass  is  absolutely  essential  to 
vest  title  in  the  vendee,  yet  it  would  itself 
have  decided  the  case  in  precisely  the  same 
way,  for  the  subject  of  the  sale  ther^  was 
a  part  of  a  bulk  of  unequal  quantities  and 
values.  In  the  Pennsylvania  case,  the  sale  was 
of  100  out  of  126  barrels  of  molasses,  some 
containing  as  much  as  45  gallons  and  others 
as  little  as  39  gallons.  If,  between  the 
time  of  sale  and  delivery,  the  price  of  mo- 
lasses had  changed,  so  that  the  buyer  wished 
to  take  the  45-gallon  barrels,  and  the  seller 
to  give  the  39-g8llon  ones,  or  vice  vena, 
according  as  the  price  had  risen  or  fallen, 
how  could  either,  against  the  other's  will, 
have  selected  100  barrels  to  complete  the 
saleT  The  court,  in  that  case,  was  not 
called  upon  to  disapprove  Whitehouse  v. 
Frost,  12  East,  614,  and  PleasanU  v.  Pendle- 
ton, 6  Rand.  (Va.)  473,  18  Am.  Dec.  726, 
or  to  commend  White  v.  Wilks,  5  Taunt 
176,  23  Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  252,  and  subscribe 
to  Judge  Grimke's  views  in  Woods  t.  Mc- 
Gee,  7  Ohio,  pt.  2,  p.  127,  30  Am.  Dec  202. 

The  like  criticism  has  been  made  concern- 
ing Woods  v.  McGee,  supra.  In  Chapman 
V.  Shepard,  39  Conn.  413,  the  court  pointed 
out  the  fact  that  the  barrels  of  fiour  in  the 
Ohio  lot  varied  in  value  from  25  cents  to 
half  a  dollar  apiece,  and,  of  course,  had  to 
be  sorted  for  delivery.   . 

And  in  Newhall  y.  Langdon,  39  Ohio  St.  87, 
48  Am.  Rep.  426,  the  Ohio  supreme  court 
itself  said  of  Woods  v.  McGee,  supra,  that 
an  examination  of  the  facts  in  that  case 
would  show,  that  while  the  judgment  was 
right,  yet  it  did  not  necessarily  depend  up- 
on the  principles  discussed  and  declared  by 
Judge  Grimke,  but  that  the  distinction  be- 
tween that  and  the  instant  case  was  so 
manifest  that  even  conceding  the  correct- 
ness of  the  principles  stated  by  the  learned 
judge,  it  was  unnecessary  to  question  them, 
as  they  did  not  control  the  case  at  bar. 

And  then  the  court  in  the  last  case  went 
a  step  further  and  approved  Whitehouse  v. 
Frost,  supra,  saying:  "The  tendency  of  the 
more  recent  cases  has  been  to  follow  that 
case,  though  its  correctness  has  been  ably 
challenged.  This  tendency  has  arisen  out 
of  the  apparent  necessity  of  adapting  the 
principles  of  the  common  law  to  the  changes 
in  the  new  methods  adopted  for  the  trans- 
action of  business." 

In  Waldo  v.  Belcher,  33  N.  C.  (11  Irod. 
L.)  609,  in  which  the  facts  were  very  simi- 
lar to  those  in  Kimbcrly  v.  Patchin,  19  N. 
Y.  330,  73  Am.  Dec.  334,  and  the  conclusion 
exactly  contrary,  Pearson,  J.,  for  the  court, 
re'ifonod  in  substance,  as  follows:  To  en- 
title the  plaintiffs  to  recover,  said  he,  the 
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property  in  th«  corn  must  have  passed  to 
the  defendant,  so  as  to  make  it  liis  corn. 
We  tliinic  the  property  did  not  pass,  be- 
cause the  corn  was  not  in  a  condition  to  be 
delivered,  the  portion  sold  not  being  sepa- 
rated from  the  bulk.  It  could  not  there- 
ioie  bo  identified, — it  was  not  specific.  The 
defendant  could  not  tell  what  corn  was  his. 
\\t  are  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  dis- 
eiuiing  this  question,  because  it  is  settled 
by  wveral  caiies  directly  in  point  [citing 
White  V.  VVilks,  supra].  .  .  .  It  was  in- 
sisted that,  in  this  case,  no  measuring  was 
necessary  or  intended,  and  there  was  no  rea- 
son why  the  defendant  should  desire  his  corn 
to  be  separated  from  the  bulk  until  he  made 
sale  of  it,  and  that  the  parties  intended  by 
what  was  done  to  deliver  the  corn, — to 
pass  the  property  as  an  executed  contract. 
It  is  true  that  when  the  property  is  specific, 
and  is  in  a  condition  to  be  identified  and  de- 
livered, and  the  intention  is  proven  to  be 
that  it  shall  presently  pass,  it  does  pass, 
iUbouj;h  something  remains  to  be  done,  to 
mea-iiire  or  to  weigh,  so  as  to  ascertain  the 
precise  amount.  .  .  .  But  this  is  only 
true  in  regard  to  such  things  as  are  in  a 
condition  to  be  delivered.  If  the  corn  is 
io  bulk,  so  that  there  is  no  telling  what 
corn  in  particular  was  sold,  the  property 
dies  not  pass,  although  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  to  consider  it  as  deliv- 
ered and  that  the  property  should  pass. 
Ihe  intention  may  rebut  a  presumption,  but 
it  is  impossible  by  an  intention  to  ciiauge 
an  indctinite  into  a  definite  thing.  If  I  sell 
loo  bushels  of  corn  in  my  crib,  which  con- 
tain!) a  thousand,  althougli  the  purchaser 
pava  me  the  money,  and  it  is  the  intention 
tliat  the  property  tiicrein  shall  presently 
pa.-'S  to  him,  yet  it  does  not  pass,  bec.iuse  it 
is  physically  impossible.  It  cannot  be  told 
nhat  corn  is  his  until  it  is  separated. 

In  Willard  v.  Perkins,  44  N.  C.  (Busbee, 
L.)  253,  the  plaintiff  had  purchased  of  the 
defendant,  and  paid  the  full  price  for,  300 
barrels  of  rosin,  to  be  delivered  when  called 
for  in  the  following  week,  but  had  not  called 
for  the  rosin.  The  vendor  had,  before  the 
«ei>k  closed,  a  much  larger  quantity  of  rosin 
on  hand,  and  could  easily  have  delivered  300 
barrels  on  demand,  but  be  never  set  aside  or 
•^laratcd  any  from  the  mass  as  appropri- 
ated to  the  plaintifT.  After  the  week  had 
elapsed,  the  rosin  being  still  in  the  vendor's 
P">«es!.ion,  unsevered  from  the  mass,  the 
"hole  quantity  was  accidently  destroyed  by 
fire.  The  plaintifT,  having  demanded  the 
3<)0  barrel.'*,  and  failed  to  get  them,  sued  the 
defendant,  counting  both  on  the  contract 
and  for  money  had  and  received  to  his  use. 
The  court  defeated  him  upon  the  ground 
that  he  had  committed  a  breach  of  the  con- 
tract by  not  calling  for  the  rosin  during 
the  week.  Pearson,  J.,  for  the  court,  dis- 
tinguished tne  prior  decision  in  Waldo  v. 
Belcher,  supra,  in  this  wise:  Our  attention 
•as  called  to  that  case,  said  he,  and  it  was 
•aid  that  there  stress  is  laid  on  the  faet 
tliat  the  corn  was  not  measured  and  set 
apart,  and  consequently  did  not  become  the 
property  of  the  buyer,  so  its  destruction  was 
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the  seller's  loss.  "In  that  case  the  ques- 
tion was  whether  the  corn  had  been  the  prop- 
erty of  the  defendant  at  the  date  of  the  con- 
tract, and  it  was  held  it  had  not,  because 
it  was  not  measured  up  and  set  apart  so 
as  to  be  then  capable  of  being  delivered.  But 
there  is  no  intimation  that  it  would  have 
made  any  difference  if,  after  the  date  of 
the  contract,  the  plaintiff  had,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  defendant,  gone  through  the  idle 
ceremony  of  measuring  up  the  requisite 
number  of  bushels,  and  made  proclamation 
that  he  set  it  apart  for  the  defendant.  In 
that  case  the  corn  was  burnt  before  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  defendant,  according  to  the 
contract,  to  take  it  away.  Here  the  rosin 
was  burnt  after  the  plaintiff  was  in  default 
in  not  taking  it  away,  and  while,  by  reason 
of  such  default,  it  was  left  there  at  his  risk; 
the  distinction  is  obvious." 

The  question  of  the  necessity,  in  order 
to  pass  title,  of  separating  property  sold 
out  of  a  mass  uniform  in  kind,  quality,  and 
value,  was  raised  in  the  state  of  Washington 
for  the  first  time,  in  the  case  of  Anderson 
v.  Crisp,  6  Wash.  178,  18  L.R.A.  419,  31  Pac. 
638. 

The  court,  however,  declined  to  decide  that 
question,  because  it  found  the  fact  to  be 
that  the  units  of  the  mass  from  which  the 
sale  under  consideration  had  been  made  did 
not  run  uniform  in  condition,  quality,  and 
value,  and  it  deemed  it  advisable  to  refrain 
from  expressing  an  opinion  on  the  point  un- 
til it  should  become  necessary  to  do  so  in 
a  case  where  it  was  at  issue.  In  that  case 
there  had  been  a  sale  of  bricks  in  a  kiln, 
and  the  individual  bricks  exhibited  consider- 
able differences.  The  appellants,  said  the 
court,  did  not  buy  a  portion  of  an  indistin- 
guishable mass,  where  all  the  component 
parts  were  of  equal  value,  but  their  con- 
tract called  for  102,000  merchantable  bricks, 
and  the  evidence  was  that  the  bricks  deemed 
unmerchantable  were  thrown  aside  and  not 
counted  when  they  came  to  haul  them,  so 
that  it  is  impossible  to  determine  before  the 
segregation  of  the  bricks  not  only  what  par- 
ticular bricks  were  sold,  but  what  relative 
portions  of  the  kiln  were  sold;  and  while  it 
may  be  conceded  that  the  intention  of  the 
parties  will  be  carried  into  effect  if  it  can 
be  ascertained,  yet,  under  this  contract,  it 
is  impossible  to  ascertain  not  only  the  par- 
ticular bricks  sold,  but  the  actual  relative  . 
number  of  bricks  sold,  by  reason  of  tl-.e  un- 
settled question  of  what  bricks  were  and  were 
not  mercbnntnble,  creating  an  clement  of 
uncertainty  in  the  contract  which  does  not 
exist  in  those  c.ises  where  the  vendor  sells  a 
certain  number  of  bushels  of  grain,  or  a 
certain  number  of  gallons  of  oil  or  tons  of 
hay  in  an  undivided  mass,  where  all  the  dif- 
ferent portions  are  of  equal  value. 

The  doctrine  of  this  case  was  reas-erted 
in  Lauber  v.  Johnston,  54  Wash.  SO,  102 
Pac.  873,  where  there  was  a  sale  of  the 
merchantable  hay  contained  in  several  stacks 
in  the  vendor's  field  and  the  unmerchantable 
was  rejected  in  the  process  of  baling. 

In  State  ex  rel.  Vilas  v.  Wharton,  117 
Wis.    558,    U4    X.   W.   359,   the   contract   of 
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sale  before  the  court  was  in  writing,  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  clearly  war- 
ranted the  inference  that  the  parties  to  it 
intended  the  title  to  pass  at  once  to  the 
subject  of  the  sale.  To  resist  that  infer- 
ence, said  the  court,  there  is  but  one  circum- 
stance at  all  worthy  of  consideration,  viz.: 
that  some  of  the  individual  sales  did  not 
convey  all  the  lumber  of  the  specified  size 
and  grade  which  the  vendor  had  on  the 
doclcs.  From  this  respondent  argues,  and 
the  court  below  concluded,  that  each  sale 
was  not  of  any  specific  lumber,  but  of  a 
specified  quantity  out  of  a  larger  mass. 
Such  circumstance  has  been  held  sufficient 
to  overcome  very  clear  words  in  a  contract 
of  sale  of  a  few  out  of  many  units,  with- 
out designating  or  segregating  those  sold, 
especially  where  the  units  are  distinguish- 
able from  each  other,  as  in  case  of  horses 
or  cattle.  In  such  cases  it  is  aijgued  that 
the  parties  cannot,  by  any  possibility,  have 
intended  to  transfer  the  title  to  any  par- 
ticular horse,  since  they  have  not  contracted 
for  the  sale  of  any  particular  one.  A  dif- 
ferent doctrine  is  sustained  by  many  well- 
considered  authorities  in  the  case  of  sale  of 
part  of  a  mass  of  some  commodity  of  which 
the  particles  or  units  are  not  distinguish- 
able one  from  another;  such  as  inspected 
grain  in  store,  oil  in  tanks,  and  the  like. 
As  to  such  property,  it  is  held  that  there 
may  well  exist  intent  to  transfer  title  to 
th«  number  of  bushels  or  gallons  sold,  al- 
though they  are  not  measured  out  and  sepa- 
rated from  the  mass.  This  doctrine  has  not 
been  applied  to  graded  lumber,  in  any 
case  called  to  our  attention,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary to  decide  as  to  its  applicability  here, 
for  we  are  satisfied  that  the  contracts  show, 
prima  facie,  at  least,  sales  of  specific  lum- 
ber, which,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  par- 
ties, was  defined  and  distinguishable  from 
that  not  sold. 

The  defendants  in  Hutchison  v.  Com.  82 
Pa.  472,  were  indicted  and  convicted  of 
embezzlement  and  larceny  concerning  some- 
thing over  a  thousand  barrels  of  oil,  the 
property  of  the  prosecuting  witness.  They 
were  brokers  in  oil,  and  as  such  had  re- 
ceived from  the  complainant  two  orders  for 
the  oil  described  in  the  indictment,  drawn 
on  and  accepted  by  the  Union  Pipe  Line,  a 
corporation  having  in  its  tanks  and  miles 
of  pipe  many  thousands  of  barrels  of  oil. 
The  defendants  had  many  such  orders  be- 
longing to  their  customers,  and  drew  from 
the  pipe  line  company  all  the  oil  represented 
in  the  aggregate,  and  converted  it  to  their 
customers^  or  their  own  use,  and  failed,  so 
that,  when  the  prosecutor  called  for  his  oil, 
they  were  unable  to  comply  with  his  de- 
mand. The  defendants  contended  that  there 
was  no  bailment,  because  there  was  no  sepa- 
ration of  the  oil  belonging  to  the  complain- 
ing witness  from  the  immense  quantity  in 
the  keeping  of  the  pipe  line  company,  and 
as  a  sequence,  that  there  was  no  delivery, 
therefore  no  asportation  of  the  prosecutor's 
property.  "This,"  said  Paxson,  J.,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  aflirming  the  convic- 
tion, "is  the  vital  point  in  the  case.  If 
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there  was  no  delivery  of  the  oil,  there  waa 
no  bailment."  The  learned  judge  then  re- 
ferred to  the  existence  of  a  long  line  of 
cases,  both  in  England  and  this  country,  in- 
volving the  question  of  how  far  a  sale  of 
goods  is  complete  when  the  articles  sold 
nave  not  been  separated  from  other  goods  of 
like  character,  and  cited  Hutcliinson  t. 
Hunter,  7  Pa.  140,  as  having  deduced  from 
the  authorities  the  rule  that  the  goods  must 
he  ascertained,  designated,  and  separated 
from  the  stock  or  quantity  with  which  they 
are  mixed  before  the  property  can  pass,  and, 
until  this  was  done  the  goods  would  remain 
the  property  of  the  vendor,  and,  if  destroyed 
by  fire  or  otherwise,  the  loss  would  be  his. 
This,  said  he,  was  undoubtedly  the  proper 
rule  to  apply  to  the  case  then  before  the 
court;  and  then,  referring  to  Chancellor 
Kent's  fundamental  principle  pervading 
everywhere  the  doctrine  of  sales,  he  added: 
"This  principle  runs  through  all  the  cases 
upon  this  subject,  and  is  U>o  firmly  estab- 
lished to  be  shaken.  Nor  .are  we  disposed  to 
question  its  soundness.  If  this  case  can- 
not be  distinguished  from  those  to  which 
the  rule  has  heretofore  been  applied,  there 
was  neither  a  delivery  nor  a  bailment  of 
the  oil.  An  examination  of  our  own  as  well 
as  the  English  cases  discloses  the  fact  that, 
as  between  the  vendor  and  the  vendee,  some- 
thing remained  to  be  done  in  order  to  as- 
certain the  property  and  render  the  delivery 
complete."  Continuing,  Judge  Paxson,  aft- 
er citing  several  cases,  added:  It  would  be 
unprofitable  to  follow  up  this  line  of  cases. 
I  have  cited  enough  to  show  what  pervades 
them  all,  that  something  remained  to  be 
done  as  between  the  vendor  and  vendee  to 
ascertain  the  quantity,  quality,  or  price. 
.  .  .  It  must  be  conceded  that  where 
something  remains  to  be  done  by  the  ven- 
dor to  separate  the  goods  and  to  enable  the 
purchaser  to  get  the  actual  custody  and  pos- 
session, the  right  of  property  would  not 
pass,  and  the  latter  could  not  maintain  an 
action  of  trover  and  conversion  upon  a 
refusal  to  deliver.  It  is  almost  needless  to 
say  that  there  could  be  no  bailment  where 
there  was  neither  title  nor  possession  in 
the  bailor.  He  could  make  no  delivery, 
and  delivery  is  of  the  essence  of  a  bailment. 
It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  principles 
of  law  referred  to  apply  to  the  facts  of 
this  case. 

We  must  not  make  the  mistake  of  apply- 
ing technical  rules  of  law  to  cases  for  which 
they  were  not  intended  and  to  which  they 
have  no  proper  application.  An  examina- 
tion ofthe  facts  of  this  case,  said  he,  shows 
it  to  differ  in  many  essential  features  from 
any  of  those  cited  or  any  of  the  cognate 
cases.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  in  all  of 
them  the  proi>erty  sold  was  part  of  a  larger 
quantity  belonging  to  the  vendor  and  in  his 
possession,  from  which  it  had  not  been  sepa- 
rated or  distinguished.  Such  was  not  the 
case  here.  Tlie  oil  which  is  the  subject  of 
this  contention  was  not  mixed  with  any 
other  oil  of  the  prosecutor's.  It  required  no 
separation  from  any  other  portion  of  his 
property.    It  was  not  eron  in  his  aotu&l 
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eaatody  or  poasesaion.  He  had  constractive 
poBscssion  ij  virtue  of  his  accepted  orders. 
When,  therefore,  he  delivered  the  orders  to 
tlie  defendants,  there  was  nothing  remain- 
ing for  him  to  do  to  complete  the  transac- 
tion. He  had  done  all  in  his  power  to  make 
the  delivery  complete.  The  oil  was  in  the 
pipes  of  the  pipe  line  company.  For  the 
aake  of  convenience  it  was  poured  in  and 
mixed  with  the  oil  of  other  producers,  and, 
by  the  usage  of  trade,  each  one  was  en- 
titled to  draw  out,  not  the  identical  oil  put 
in,  but  oil  which  is  its  precise  equivalent. 
.  .  .  How  can  these  defendants  allege 
with  reason  that,  as  to  them,  there  was  no 
delivery,  when,  in  point  of  fact,  they  drew 
the  oil  out  of  the  pipes,  and  applied  it  to 
the  payment  of  their  debts  t  If  it  had  not 
been  drawn  out,  it  would  have  been  in  the 
pipes  still,  to  meet  the  prosecutor's  demand. 
£ven  if  the  delivery  of  the  orders  was  not 
a  complete  delivery  of  the  oil  at  the  time, 
such  delivery  became  complete  when  the 
defendants  drew  or  enabled  others  to  draw  it 
out  by  presenting  or  transferring  the  orders. 
...  If  there  was  a  delivery  of  the  oil,  of 
which  we  have  no  doubt,  it  follows  neces- 
sarily there  was  a  bailment.  And  then,  the 
conclusion  was  logically  easy  for  the  court 
that  the  conversion  to  his  own  use  by  a 
bailee  for  hire,  of  property  committed  to  his 
care,  amounted  to  a  larceny. 

XIX.  Conolusion. 

To  say  what  is  a  sufficient  selection  or 
designation  of  goods  sold  out  of  a  larger 
lot  to  effect  a  change  of  ownership  from 
seller  to  buyer  is  made  difficult  in  dubious 
cases  by  the  long-established  and  universal- 
ly prevalent  doctrine  that  a  sale  of  anything 
in  existence  and  a  deliverable  state,  in  the 
vendor's  possession,  is  complete  and  passes 
title  eo  instanti  as  soon  aa  the  bargain  is 
struck  and  a  price  is  agreed  upon,  without 
either  a  change  of  possession  or  payment 
of  the  price.  It  is  still  more  difficult  when, 
as  is  usual,  the  principals  in  the  contract 
of  sale  and  purchase  fail  distinctly  to  ex- 
press their  purpose  with  respect  of  passing 
the  title,  and  their  intentions  have  to  be 
spelled  aut  from  the  contract,  the  terms  of 
sale,  the  nature,  situation,  environment,  and 
purposed  use  of  the  property,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances amid  which  the  bargain  was 
made. 

One  may  discard,  as  affording  little  or 
no  aid  in  solving  the  problem  of  what  is  a 
sufficient  selection  and  designation  of  prop- 
erty sold  out  of  bulk  to  transfer  ita  own- 
ership, certain  classes  of  oases,  vig.,  those 
which  have  involved  solely  the  vendor's  right 
to  stop  delivery  m  transitu  upon  the  failure 
of  the  purchaser,  or  to  retain  possession  of 
the  subject  of  the  sale  as  security  for  an 
unpaid  purchase  price;  those  in  which  an 
acceptance  of  the  property  sold  by  the  buyer 
is  requisite  to  take  an  oral  sale  out  of  the 
operation  of  the  statute  of  frauds;  and 
those  involving  sales  by  sample  or  with 
warranties,  in  which  the  buyer  is  not  bound 
to  take  the  property  until  he  has  inspected 
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and  approved  it.  A  sale  may  well  be  com- 
plete and  pass  the  title  to  its  subject  to 
the  purchaser,  and  yet  the  vendor  have  a 
lien  upon  it  for  the  price,  or  a  right  to  with- 
hold possession  from  a  buyer  who  has  be- 
come bankrupt.  A  selection  or  designa- 
tion of  property  which  certainly  would  have 
been  sufficient  under  a  written  contract  of 
sale,  or  one  not  within  the  statute  of  frauds, 
to  pass  title,  must,  if  oral  and  above  the 
value  of  $60,  be  supplemented  by  some  act 
of  concurrence  or  acceptance  on  the  buyer's 
part  to  validate  the  contract.  A  vendor 
may  do  everything  humanly  possible  to  se- 
lect and  designate  the  subject  of  a  sale  by 
sample  or  with  a  warranty,  and  yet  the 
buyer  have  a  right  to  reject  the  property  aa 
not  in  accord. 

There  is  another  class  of  cases  to  be.  set 
aside.  Those  in  which  a  delivery  and 
change  of  possession  of  property  sold  was 
questioned  by  a  third  party  in  interest.  The 
question  of  what  is  a  sufficient  change  of 
possession  of  personal  property  sold  to  be 
effectual  against  creditors  of  the  seller  or 
subsequent  purchasers  in  good  faith  from 
him  is  another  and  a  different  question 
from  what  is  a  sufficient  selection  and  desig- 
nation of  property  sold  to  transfer  owner- 
ship as  between  buyer  and  seller. 

It  may  be  said  at  the  outset,  that  the 
selection  or  designation  of  the  subject  of  a 
sale  out  of  a  mass  is  always  an  overt  act, 
not  a  mere  mental  operation.  The  vendor 
must  do  something.  He  must  manifest  in 
some  way  his  choice,  or  his  purpose,  con- 
cerning the  subiect  of  the  sale.  And  what 
is  done  must  be  something  which  really 
selects  or  designates  the  subject  of  the  sale; 
for  example,  merely  to  look  at  the  mass  and 
make  memoranda  of  the  items  or  parts 
sold,  even  with  the  buyer,  without  more,  is 
no  selection  or  designation. 

The  Iowa  supreme  court  in  Brown  y. 
Wade,  42  Iowa,  647,  commended  as  an  emi- 
nently just  and  practical  rule,  the  dictum 
of  Prof.  Parsons  (3  Parsons,  Contr.  6th 
ed.  44),  that  if,  in  any  case,  the  seller 
does  what  is  usual,  or  what  the  nature  of 
the  caae  makes  convenient  and  proper  to 
pass  the  effectual  control  of  the  goods  sold 
irom  himself  to  the  buyer,  it  is  always  a 
delivery. 

An  actual  division  from  the  mass  and  a 
setting  apart  by  itself  of  property  sold  out 
of  bulk,  ao  that  it  can  be  a,nd  is  readily 
recognized  and  distinguished  as  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sale,  is,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
a  selection  and  designation  of  it;  and  if  it 
is  then  left  so  that  the  buyer  can  remove 
it,  it  is  a  delivery  of  it  by  construction. 

If  a  bulk  or  mass  is  sold  in  its  entirety, 
— a  pile  of  grain  in  a  crib  or  bin,  a  stack 
of  hay  in  a  meadow,  a  heap  of  coal  in  a 
yard  or  on  a  dock,  a  flock  of  sheep  in  a 
fold, — no  further  selection  or  designation 
is  required.  The  subject  of  the  sale  is  al- 
ready selected  and  designated,  although  its 
quantity  or  quality,  and  consequently  its 
price,  may  be  unknown.  If  the  actual 
custody  and  dominion  over  the  entire  mass 
out  of  which  the  property   sold  is  to  be 
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taken  is  transferred  to  the  purchaser,  witlt 
a  license  to  make  his  own  selection  of  the 
subject  of  the  sale,  then  the  ownership 
passes  at  once,  altliough  selection  and  desig- 
nation cannot  take  place  until  afterwards. 

If  the  vendor  places  the  property  sold 
in  receptacles  furnished  by  the  buyer  for 
the  purpose, — casks,  barrels,  sacks,  bottles, 
boxes,  etc., — it  is  sufficiently  selected  and 
designated  to  pass  the  title.  To  draw  off 
a  portion  only  of  a  portion  of  a  fluid  sold 
out  of  a  larger  quantity,  or  to  weigh,  meas- 
ure, or  count  out  from  the  mass  a  part 
only  of  a  part  sold  thereout,  without  com- 
pleting one  or  another  of  the  operations, 
does  not,  per  se,  constitute  a  selection  or 
designation  of  the  subject  of  the  sale. 

If  the  units  of  a  mass  of  property  all 
bear  marks  or  brands  of  their  own,  a 
sale  of  some  of  such  units  by  their  indi- 
vidual marks  or  brands  is  a  selection  and 
designation  'of  itself,  and  obviates  any  fur- 
ther identification  or  division  from  the  mass. 
In  that  case,  anybody  can  pick  out  the 
property  sold  by  the  marks  it  bears.  The 
marking  of  property  sold  out  of  a  mass 
with  some  peculiar  device  or  in  some  spe- 
cial way,  such  as,  for  examples,  putting 
the  buyer's  initials  upon  piles  of  lumber, 
or  his  brand  upon  cattle,  or  blazing  par- 
ticular trees  of  standing  timber,  is  always 
an  adequate  selection  and  designation  of 
the  things  sold,  whether  the  marking  is 
done  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession, 
or  simply  for  identification.  But  property 
sold  out  of  a  mass  may  equally  oe  suffi- 
ciently selected  and  identified  by  marking 
the  luisold  remainder  of  the  mass,  and 
leaving  the  sold  portion  unmarked;  as,  for 
instance,  where,  upon  a  sale  of  live  stock, 
certain  animals  are  excepted  and  reserved 
and  specifically  marked  for  the  vendor.  It 
is  a  sufficient  selection  and  designation 
of  a  portion  of  a  growing  crop,  or  of  stand- 
ing timber  sold,  if  the  area  of  field  or  wood- 
land upon  which  the  subject  of  the  sale 
grows  is  marked  off  from  the  rest  by  any 
visible    recognizable    boundary    lines. 

There  are  cases  of  sales  of  parts  of  masses 
in  which  nothing  short  of  a  physical  di- 
vision from  the  mass  of  the  part' sold  will 
constitute  a  sufficient  selection  and  desig- 
nation of  the  subject  of  the  sale  to  trans- 
fer the  ownership  from  seller  to  buyer. 
None  questions,  or  hos  ever  questioned,  that 
such  a  division  is  indispensable  when  tlie 
■  constituent  units  of  the  mass,  though  gen- 
erally alike,  do  not  run  uniform  in  value, 
quality,  desirability,  or  in  any  other  ma- 
terial and  visible  respect.  Animals  neces- 
sarily differ  among  themselves  in  age. 
weight,  appearance,  health,  temper,  and 
sex;  and  if  a  number  of  them  are  sold  out 
of  a  herd,  drove,  or  flock  of  which  they 
are  members,  someone  nuist  choose  the  in- 
dividual beasts.  Barrels  of  flour,  sugar, 
provisions,  and  other  packages  of  food- 
stuffs, vary  frequently  among  themselves, 
as  do  casks  of  spirits,  wine,  or  malt  liquors, 
in  age.  weight,  color,  quality,  and  quantity, 
80  that  there  is  an  attractiveness  pertnin- 
ing  to  some  which  the  others  lack.  Bricks 
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are  well  or  ill  burned,  hard  or  soft,  of 
good  red  or  dingy  yellow  color,  and  some 
are  suitable  for  certain  purposes,  others  for 
other  purposes;  so  the  kind  purchased  io 
any  given  case  must,  of  necessity,  be  se- 
lected and  separately  designated  out  at 
the  mass.  Logs  vary  in  length  and  thick- 
ness, and  some  are  straight  while  others  are 
crooked,  or  free  from  or  over  supplied 
with  knots,  even  when  all  of  the  same  kind 
of  wood;  BO  that  there  is  much  room  for 
choice  among  them.  In  each  and  every  of 
these  cases  and  many  similar  ones  thst 
might  be  mentioned,  the  subject  of  the  sale 
must  necessarily  be  selected  or  designated, 
and  in  some  way  specifically  identified,  be- 
fore title  to  it  can  pass. 

Other  cases,  still,  in  which  a  selection  and 
designation — and  in  these  this  means  a 
division  and  separation — are  indispensable 
to  the  transfer  of  ownership,  are  cases  of 
sales  out  of  the  vendor's  general  stock  in 
trade.  If  one  goes  to  a  shopkeeper  and  buvii 
a  certain  number  of  yards  of  silk,  or  to 
a  retail  butcher,  and  purchases  a  certain 
number  of  pounds  of  beef,  for  examples;,  he 
cannot  acquire  title  to  his  purchase  until 
the  shopkeeper  cuts  off  the  yardage  or  the 
meat  from  the  piece,  for  the  reason  that  it 
is  his  choice  from  which  bolt  of  silk  or 
carcass  he  will  cut,  it  being  possibly  to  his 
advantage  to  leave  a  larger  or  smaller  rem- 
nant, and  indifferent  to  his  customer,  nnd 
because,  too,  the*  order'  may  be  well  filled 
out  of  any  part  of  the  general  store. 

It  is"  in  respect  of  one  class  of  sales  alone 
that  the  courts  have  disagreed  over  the 
necessity  of  division  and  separation  of  the 
subject  of  the  sale  from  the  bulk  of  whicii 
it  forms  a  part,  as  a  condition  precedent 
to  the  passing  of  title  from  seller  to  buy- 
er. That  class  comprises  sales  of  portions 
of  definite  and  specific  masses  of  commodi- 
ties homogeneous  throughout,  like  oil  or 
spirits,  or  composed  of  units  indistinguish- 
able from  each  other,  like  cereal  grains, — 
masses  that  is,  which  lie  in  particular  places 
of  their  own,  and  are  so  uniform  through- 
out in  kind,  quality,  value,  and  desiraliili- 
ty  that  it  is  a  matter  of  absolute  indiffer- 
ence, both  to  buyer  and  seller,  which  part  is 
taken,  or  who  takes  out  the  subject  of  the 
sale.  Why  should  a  division  and  separation 
in  such  cases  be  necessary  to  transfer  the 
property  purchased  from  seller  to  buyer? 
Why  is  it  that  two  adult  persons,  compe- 
tent to  contract,  and  meeting  upon  equal 
terms,  cannot,  by  the  most  solenm  and  de- 
liberate bargain  and  sale,  pass  a  right  of 
property  from  one  to  the  other  to  a  por- 
tion of  such  a  mass  without  rending  it 
apart,  however  desirable  and  advantageous 
to  both  it  may  be  for  the  mass  to  remain 
undisturbed?  Only  one  reason  has  ever 
been  suggested,  and  it  is  the  only  one  pos- 
sible; namely,  that  without  such  a  divi- 
sion and  separation  it  is  impossible  to  iden- 
tify the  subject  of  the  sale.  Neither  seller 
nor  buyer  can  otherwise,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  know  and  agree  upon,  it  is  said,  the 
precise  kernels  of  com  or  drops  of  oil  which 
the  one  is  to  deliver  and  the  other  recei>-e. 
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This  is  impossible,  truly,  but  that  impos- 
sibility is,  after  all,  of  no  real  importance. 
Certainly  it  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  de- 
feat the  contract  of  the  parties,  and,  not- 
witlistanding  the  great  array  of  cases  to 
the  contrary,  it  is  now  the  best  legal  opin- 
ion, at  least,  in  the  United  States,  that 
in  these  days  of  grain  elevators  and  oil 
tanks,  where  pipe-line  certificates  and  ware- 
house receipts  pass  from  hand  to  hand  in 
daily  business  transactions,  sales  of  grain 
by  the  bu»liel  and  oil  by  the  gallon,  out  of 
elevators  and  tanks,  pass  the  property  to 
the  buyer  without  any  separation  of  the 
masses.  The  question  as  to  whether  the 
buyer  in  such  a  case  acquires  a  title  in 
severalty  to  the  subject  of  his  purchase,  or 
one  as  ten'ant  in  common  with  whosoever 
owns  the  rest  of  the  mass,  is  one  which  lies 
beyond  the  scope  of  this  note. 

J.  B.  G. 


IOWA  SVPREME  COURT. 

P.  H.  DYMENT 

V. 

FRANK  H.  LEWIS,  Appt. 

(—  Iowa,  — ,  123  N.  W.  244.) 

Tradename  ^  dishonesty  —  acts  of  pub- 
lic. 

1.  One  to  whose  tradename  the  name  of 
the  city  in  which  he  transacts  his  business 
has  been  added  cannot  be  charged  with  dis- 
honesty in  adopting  such  name,  where  the 
addition  was  made  by  the  public  and  he 
merely  acquiesced  therein. 

Same  —  unfair  competition  —  geograph- 
ical name. 

2.  Although  the  name  of  a  city  in  whic'n 
goods  are  manufactured  cannot  be  used  as  a 
trademark,  one  to  whose  tradename  which, 
if  used  alone,  would  have  suflicient  original- 
ity to  be  entitled  to  protection,  the  name 
of  the  city  has  been  connected  by  the  public 
BO  as  to  form  a  complete  whole,  until, 
throujrh  advertising  and  long  application,  a 
buRiness  has  been  established  under  it,  may 
l)e  protected  in  the  use  of  such  name,  under 
tlie  law  forbidding  unfair  competition  in 
trade. 

Same  — unlawful  competition. 

3.  The  name  "Sioux  City  Robe  &  Tanning 
Company."  which  is  conducted  in  the  city 
named,  under  which  a  business  has  been 
built  up  at  great  cost  in  advertising,  labor, 
and  sagacity,  may  be  protected  from  adop- 
tion by  a  rival  who  desires  the  benefit  of  the 
good  will  belonging  to  it,  under  the  law  for- 
bidding unfair  competition  in  trade. 
Pleading  —  unfair    competition  —  relief 

not  asked. 

4.  The  court  is  not  bound  to  suggest  a 
method  by  which  one  charged  with  unfair 
business  competition  in  making  unlawful 
ii<»  of  a  tradename  may  be  permitted  to 
■:<i  L.R.A.(X.S.) 


continue  the  use  of  such  name,  where  no 
such  issue  is  presented  by  the  pleadings. 

(November  18,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  decree  of  the 
District  Court  for  Woodbury  County 
permanently  restraining  defendant  from  in- 
corporating under  or  using  plaintiff's  al- 
leged tradename.     AfiSrmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  P.  A.  Sawyer  and  Edwin  J. 
Stason,  for  appellant: 

An  exclusive  privilege  for  deceiving  the 
public  is  not  one  that  a  court  of  equity  can 
be  required  to  aid  or  sanction. 

Fetridge  v.  WelU,  4  Abb.  Pr.  144;  Man- 
hattan Medicine  Co.  v.  Wood,  108  U.  S.  218, 
27  L.  ed.  700,  2  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  436;  20  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  353;  Heller  &  M.  Co. 
v.  Shaver,  102  Fed.  882;  Prince  Mfg.  Co.  v. 
Prince's  Metallic  Paint  Co.  135  N.  Y.  24,  17 
L.R.A.  129,  31  N.  E.  990;  Joseph  v.  Macow- 
sky,  96  Cal.  521,  19  L.R.A.  53,  31  Pac.  914; 
Siegert  v.  Abbott,  61  Md.  284,  48  Am.  Rep. 
101;  Partridge  v.  Menck,  1  How.  Ct.  App. 
558;  Block  v.  Standard  Distilling  &  Dis- 
tributing Co.  95  Fed.  978;  Messjr  v.  The 
Fadettes,  168  Mass.  140,  37  L.R.A.  721,  (50 
Am.  St.  Rep.  371,  46  N.  E.  407;  Koehler  v. 
Sanders,  122  N.  Y.  65,  9  L.R.A.  570,  25  N". 
E.  235. 

A  geographical  term  cannot  be  exclusively 
appropriated  as  a  trademark  or  tradename, 
because  such  a  term  is  generic  or  descrip- 
tive, and  anyone  who  can  do  so  truthfully  is 
entitled  to  use  it. 

28  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  377; 
Elgin  Xat.  Watch  Co.  v.  Illinois  Watch  Case 


Note.  —  Right  to  protection  in  u.sc 
of  geographical  name  as  a  trade- 
mark or  tradename  or  upon  the 
ground  of  unfair  competition. 

Definition. 

Very  few  attempts  have  been  made  to 
define  the  term  "geographical  name"  as 
used  in  relation  to  the  suiiject  under  con- 
sideration. It  would,  however,  seem  tli;it. 
to  be  a  geographical  name  within  the  rule 
relating  to  trademarks  and  tradenames,  a 
name  must  be  in  common  use  as  indicative 
of  a  certain  place,  to  the  extent  that  the 
public  generally  will  connect  the  name  with 
such  place,  rather  than  as  indicative  of  any 
article  or  product  to  which  it  is  sought  to 
bo  applied. 

In  Ke  Mai^nolia  Metal  Co.'s  Trademarks 
[1897]  2  Ch.  371,  it  was  remarked  that 
a  word  was  not  a  geographical  name  simply 
because  some  place  upon  the  earth's  sur- 
face was  called  by  it. 

In  considering  the  registrability  of  a  geo- 
graphical name,  in  Eastman  Plmtographio 
Materials  Co.  v.  Comptroller  General 
(1898)   A.  C.  571,  25  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  240, 
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Co.  179  U.  S.  666,  45  L.  ed.  366,  21  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  270;  Castner  v.  Coffman,  178  U.  S. 
168,  44  L.  ed.  1Q21,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  842; 
Laugbman's  Appeal,  128  Pa.  1,  5  L.R.A.  699, 
18  Atl.  415;  Delaware  &  H.  Canal  Co.  v. 
Clark,  12  Wall.  311,  20  L.  ed.  581;  PilU- 
bury-Washbum  Flour  Mills  Co.  v.  Eagle,  41 
L.R-A,.  162,  30  C.  C.  A.  386,  58  U.  8.  App. 
490,  86  Fed.  608;  Columbia  Mill  Co.  v.  Al- 
corn, 150  U.  S.  460,  466,  37  L.  ed.  1144, 
1147,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  151;  Morgan  En- 
velope Co.  V.  Walton.  30  C.  C.  A.  383,  58  U. 
S.  App.  30,  86  Fed.  606;  Pratt's  Appeal,  117 
Pa.  401,  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  678,  11  Atl.  878; 
EI  Modello  Cigar  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Oato,  25 
Fla.  886,  6  L.R.A.  823,  23  Am.  St  Rep.  537, 
7  So.  23;  Glendon  Iron  Co.  v.  Uhler,  76  Pa. 
467,  15  Am.  Rep.  609. 


Terms  merely  descriptiTe  of  the  g^oods  or 
business  to  which  they  are  applied  cannot 
be  exclusively  appropriated  as  trademarks 
or  tradenames. 

28  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  309; 
Columbia  Mill  Co.  v.  Alcorn,  160  U.  S.  460, 
37  L.  ed.  1144,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  161,-  Brown 
Chemical  Co.  v.  Meyer,  139  U.  S.  642,  35  L. 
ed.  248,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  625;  Goodyear 
India  Rubber  Glove  Co.  v.  Goodyear  Rubber 
Co.  128  U.  S.  598,  32  L.  ed.  635,  9  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  166;  Corbin  v.  Gould,  133  U.  S.  308, 
33  h.  ed.  611,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  312;  Com- 
puting Scale  Co.  t.  Standard  Computing 
Scale  Co.  66  C.  C.  A.  450,  118  Fed.  965; 
Elgin  Nat.  Watch  Co.  y.  Illinois  Watch  Case 
Co.  170  U.  S.  666,  673,  46  L.  ed.  365,  378, 
21  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  270;  Amoskeag  Mfg.  Co. 


Earl  of  Halsbury,  L.  C,  remarked  that  geo- 
graphical names  ought  only  to  be  permitted 
where  they  clearly  could  not  be  regarded 
as  indicative  of  the  place  of  manufacture  or 
sale. 

The  nickname  of  a  place,  territory,  or 
people  is  not  a  geographical  name  in  the 
sense  that  it  cannot  be  made  the  subject 
of  a  valid  trademark.  Julian  v.  Hoosier 
Drill  Co.  78  Ind.  408  ("Hoosier");  Wil- 
liams T.  Adams,  8  Biss.  452,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
17,711  ("Yankee");  Hine  v.  Lart,  10  Jur. 
106   ("Ethopian")'. 

Protection  as  trademark  or  tradename 
and  protection  against  unfair  competition 
contrasted. 

A  classification  of  the  cases  involving  the 
protection  of  geographical  names  involves 
much  difficulty,  owing  to  the  fact  that  many 
of  the  cases  considering  the  question  do  not 
clearly  show  whether  the  ultimate  decision 
was  on  the  ground  that  the  name  in  ques- 
tion was  a  valid  trademark  or  tradename,  or 
whether  the  case  was  based  upon  the  doc- 
trine of  unfair  competition.  The  distinc- 
tion, however,  is  in  many  respects  practical 
as  well  as  academic. 

In  cases  of  unfair  competition,  action  is 
based  upon  deception,  unfairness,  and  fraud, 
which  must  be  proven,  and  not  left  to  in- 
ferential evidence  alone.  This  rule  is  more 
strictly  followed  in  cases  of  unfair  competi- 
tion than  in  cases  involving  a  technical 
trademark,  where  fraud  will  be  presumed 
from  the  wrongful  use  of  a  trademark  with- 
out regard  to  intent  Daviess  (3ounty  Dis- 
tilling Co.  v.  Martinoni,  117  Fed.  186. 

On  this  point,  in  Dennison  Mfg.  Co.  t. 
Thomas  Mfg.  Co.  04  Fed.  651,  it  was  said: 
"While  the  law  of  trademarks  is  but  part 
of  the  law  of  unfair  competition  in  trade, 
yet  when  the  two  are  viewed  in  contradis- 
tinction to  each  other  an  essential  difference 
is  to  be  observed.  The  infringement  of 
trademarks  is  the  violation  by  one  person  of 
an  exclusive  right  of  another  person  to  the 
use  of  a  word,  mark,  or  symbol.  Unfair 
competition  in  trade,  as  distinguished  from 
infringement  of  trademarks,  does  not  in- 
volve the  violation  of  any  exclusive  right ' 
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to  the  use  of  a  word,  mark,  or  sym- 
bol. The  word  may  be  purely  generic 
or  descriptive,  and  the  mark  or  symbol 
indicative  only  of  style,  size,  shape,  or 
quality,  and  as  such  open  to  public  use  'like 
the  adjectives  of  the  language,'  yet  there 
may  be  unfair  competition  in  trade  by  an 
improper  use  of  such  word,  mark,  or  sym- 
bol. Two  rivals  in  business  competing  with 
each  other  in  the  same  line  of  goods  may 
have  an  equal  right  to  use  the  same  words, 
marks,  or  symbols  on  similar  articles  pro- 
duced or  sold  by  them  respectively,  yet  if 
such  words,  marks,  or  smybols  were  used  by 
one  of  them  before  the  other  and  by  associa- 
tion have  come  to  indicate  to  the  public  that 
the  goods  to  which  they  are  applied  are  of 
the  production  of  the  former,  the  latter 
will  not  be  permitted,  with  intent  to  mis- 
lead the  public,  to  use  such  words,  marks, 
or  symbols  in  such  a  manner,  by  trade  dress 
or  otherwise,  as  to  deceive  or  be  capable  of 
deceiving  the  public  as  to  the  origin, 
manufacture,  or  ownership  of  the  articles 
to  which  the^  are  applied;  and  the  latter 
may  be  required,  when  using  such  words, 
marks,  or  symbols,  to  place  on  articles  of 
his  own  production  or  the  .packages  in 
which  they  are  usually  sold  something 
clearly  denoting  the  origin,  manufacture,  or 
ownership  of  such  articles,  or  negativing  an 
idea  that  ttiey  were  produced  or  sold  by 
the  former." 

.  Referring  to  this  distinction,  it  was  said 
in  W.  R.  Lynn  Shoe  Co.  v.  Auburn-Lynn 
Shoe  Co.  100  Me.  481,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  960, 
62  Atl.  499,  that  unfair  competition, 
unlike  the  infringement  of  technical 
trademarks,  does  not  necessarily  involve 
the  violation  of  any  exclusive  rights 
in  the  plaintiff  to  the  use  of  the  names 
or  symbols  employed  by  the  defendant. 
There  may  be  unfair  competition  re- 
sulting from  an  unauthorized  and  improper 
use  of  names  and  symbols,  although  the 
plaintiff  has  no  proper  right  to  them  under 
the  trademark.  And  the  court  added  that 
any  conduct  designed  and  having  a  natural 
tendency  to  deceive  the  public,  and  enable 
one  man  to  dispose  of  his  goods  for  those  ot 
another,  may  be  unfair  competition  and  b« 
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T.  Spear,  2  Sandf.  699;  Symonds  ▼.  Jones,  82 
Me.  302,  8  L.R.A.  570,  17  Am.  St.  Rep. 
489, 10  Atl.  820;  Koehler  t.  Sanders,  supra; 
Miskell  V.  Prokop,  68  Neb.  028,  79  N.  W. 
533. 

The  rights  of  the  two  parties  ought  to 
bave  been  reconciled  by  allowing  the  use,  but 
requiring  it  to  be  accompanied  by  an  ex- 
planation which  would  avoid  deception. 

Bowley  v.  J.  F.  Rowley  Co.  88  C.  C.  A. 
^58,  161  Fed.  94;  Herring-Hall-Marrin  Safe 
Co.  V.  Hall's  Safe  Co.  208  U.  S.  554,  62 
L.  ed.  610,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  3.50;  Weinstock, 
L  i.  Co.  V.  Marks,  109  Cal.  629,  30  L.R.A. 
182,  50  Am.  St.  Rep.  67,  42  Pac.  142. 

Messrs.  Jepson  &  Jepson,  for  appellee: 

Unfair  competition  in  trade  does  not  in- 
voke the  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of  a 


word,  mark,  or  symbol.  The  word  or  mark 
may  be  purely  geographic,  generic,  or  de- 
scriptive, and,  as  such,  open  to  public  use, 
and  yet  the  use  thereof  may  constitute  un- 
fair competition;  and  in  order  to  obtain  an 
injunction,  it  is  not  necessary  to  show 
that  a  technical  tradename  has  been  in- 
fringed upon. 

Paul,  Trademarks,  §  208;  W.  R.Lynn  Co. 
V.  Auburn-Lynn  Shoe  Co.  100  Me.  461,  4 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  960,  62  Atl.  499;  American 
Waltham  Watch  Co.  t.  United  States  Watch 
Co.  173  Mass.  85,  43  L.R.A.  826,  73  Am.  St. 
Rep.  263,  63  K.  E.  141;  G.  W.  Cole  v.  Ameri- 
can Cement  Sc  Oil  Co.  66  C.  C.  A.  105,  130 
Fed.  703;  Sheffield-King  Mill.  Co.  v.  Sheffield 
Mill  &  Elevator  Co.  105  Minn.  316,  127  Am. 
St.  Rep.  674,  117  N,  W.  447. 


enjoined,  although  it  is  not  expressly  shown 
that  any  particular  person  was  thereby 
actnally  deeeived. 

— ^necessity  of  alleging  and  proving  fraud. 

One  of  the  principal  distinctions  between 
the  right  to  have  a  trademark  protected 
against  infringement,  and  the  right  to  have 
a  geographical  name  protected  against  un- 
fair competition,  is  that,  to  be  entitled  to 
hare  a  trademark  protected,  fraud  in  the 
infringement  need  not  be  shown,  while,  in 
order  to  be  protected  in  the  use  of  a  geo- 
^aphical  name,  it  becomes  necessary  to  al- 
lege and  prove  fraud  in  the  use  thereof  by 
another. 

This  distinction  is  clearly  made  in  Elgin 
N'at.  Watch  Co.  v.  Illinois  Watch  Case  Co. 
1:9  U.  S.  665,  45  L.  ed.  365,  21  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  271,  wherein  Fuller,  chief  justice,  said: 
"If  a  plaintiiT  has  the  ajisolute  right  to  the 
use  of  a  particular  word  or  words  as  a 
trademark,  then  if  an  infringement  is 
shown,  the  wrongful  or  fraudulent  intent  is 
presumed,  and,  although  allowed  to  be  re- 
butted in  exemption  of  damages,  the  further 
violation  of  the  right  of  property  will  never- 
theless be  restrained.  But  where  an  alleged 
trademark  is  not  in  itself  a  good  trademark, 
yet  the  use  of  the  word  has  come  to  denote 
the  particular  manufacturer  or  vendor,  re- 
lief against  unfair  competition  or  perfidious 
dealing  will  be  awarded  by  requiring  the  use 
of  the  word  by  another  to  be  confined  to  its 
primary  sense,  by  such  limitations  as  will 
prevent  misapprehension  on  the  question  of 
origin.  In  the  latter  class  of  cases  such 
eirciunstances  must  be  made  out  as  will 
show  wrongful  intent  in  fact,  or  justify  that 
inference  from  the  inevitable  consequences 
of  the  act  complained  of.  .  .  .  In  the 
instance  of  a  lawfully  registered  trademark, 
the  fact  of  its  use  by  another  creates  a 
canae  of  action.  In  the  instance  of  the  use 
in  bad  faith  of  a  sign  not  in  itself  suscepti- 
ble of  being  a  valid  trademark,  but  so  em- 
ployed as  to  have  acquired  a  secondary 
meaning,  the  whole  matter  lies  in  pais." 

On  the  same  subject,  in  Siegert  v.  Abbott, 
72  Hun,  243,  26  N.  Y.  Supp.  590,  the  court 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


said:  "When  a  trademark  acquired  by  one 
person  is  used,  though  innocently,  by  an- 
other, the  latter  becomes  liable  for  the  dam- 
ages caused,  and  may  be  restrained  from  us- 
ing the  device.  But  when  one  seeks  to 
restrain  another  from  using  a  tradename, 
or  from  putting  up  and  selling  goods  in  any 
way  calculated  to  induce  purchasers  to 
believe  that  they  are  buying  goods  which 
were  manufactured  by  the  complainant,  the 
right  of  recovery  rests  upon  the  theory  that 
a  false  representation  has  been  made." 

On  the  same  point,  in  Cady  t.  Schultz,  19 
R.  I.  193,  29  L.R.A.  524,  61  Am.  St.  Rep. 
763,  32  Atl.  915,  the  court  said:  "Trade- 
marks properly  so  called  may  be  violated 
by  accident  or  ignorance.  The  law  protects 
them,  nevertheless,  as  property.  Names 
which  are  not  trademarks,  strictly  speaking, 
may  be  protected  likewise,  if  they  are  taken 
with  fraudulent  intention,  and  if  they  are 
so  used  as  to  be  likely  to  effect  such  in- 
tention." 

And  the  general  rule  is  that  where  it  is 
sought  to  enjoin  the  use  of  a  geographical 
name  by  the  use  of  a  rival,  on  the  ground 
of  unfair  competition,  it  must  appear  that 
such  use  is  with  the  fraudulent  intent  to 
deceive  the  public,  amounting  to  a  false  rep- 
resentation as  to  the  origin  of  the  article 
with  reference  to  which  the  name  is  used, 
such  a  deceitful  representation  must  be  prov- 
en by  direct  evidence,  or  be  fairly  inferable 
from  the  circumstances.  American  Wire  Co. 
V.  Kohlman,  158  Fed.  830;  Elgin  Butter  Co. 
V.  Elgin  Creamery  Co.  155  111.  127,  40  N.  E. 
616;  VanHom  v.  Coogan,  52  N.  J.  Eq.  380, 
28  Atl.  788,  affirmed  without  opinion  in  52 
N.  J.  Eq.  588,  33  Atl.  50;  Castner  v.  Cofl- 
man,  178  U.  S.  168,  44  L.  ed.  1021,  20  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  842;  Seigert  y.  Findlater,  L.  R.  7 
Ch.  Div.  801. 

On  this  point,  in  Elgin  Butter  Co.  t. 
Elgin  Creamery  Co.  supra,  the  court  said 
that  to  entitle  a  person  appropriating  the 
name  of  a  place  to  designate  a  product 
manufactured  there,  to  enjoin  the  use  by  a 
rival  of  the  same  name  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose, where  the  rival  also  manufactures  a 
product  at  that  place,  he  must  prove  intent 
upon  the  part  01  such  rival  to  thereby  do- 
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liadd,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  plaintiff  began  business  in  1893  un- 
der the  name  and  style  of  the  "Robe  A  Tan- 
ning Company"  at  Leeds,  a  suburb  of  Sioux 
City.  He  has  alwaj's  conducted  his  cor- 
respuudence  and  kept  his  bank  account  in 
that  name  and  done  most  of  his  advertising 
in  that  name;  but,  soon  after  beginning 
business,  letters,  orders,  and  consignments 
bp^'an  coming  to  him  addressed  "Sioux  City 
Robe  i  Tanning  Company,"  and  have  con- 
tinued ever  since.  Both  names  appear  in 
tlie  directories  and  telephone  books.  He  em- 
ployed both  names  on  his  place  of  business, 
in  his  booth  at  a  fair  conducted  within  the 
city  limits,  and  on  a  banner  had  the  latter 
name  printed.     His  business  extends  over 


nine  or  ten  states  and  is  transacted  by  cor- 
respondence ;  ravr  hides  being  shipped  to  him 
and  returned  finished,  as  required.  M&ny 
of  the  drafts  are  drawn  in  favor  of  the  "Sioux 
City  Robe  &,  Tanning  Company,"  and  « 
larger  amount  of  business  comes  to  him 
under  that  name  than  under  the  name  with 
the  locality  omitted.  George  B.  Lewis  was 
an  employee  of  plaintiff  up  to  1900,  when  he, 
with  one  Peterson,  established  another  tan- 
nery near  by  under  the  name  of  the  "North- 
western Robe  &  Tanning  Company,"  under 
which  name  Lewis  still  operates  it.  Ilis 
son,  the  defendant,  attained  his  majority  in 
August  10,  1908,  and  five  days  later  filod 
articles  of  incorporation  for  the  "Sioux  City 
Robe  &  Tanning  Company."  Tliese  articles 
provided  for  a  capital  of  $10,000,  of  which 


fraud  and  deceive  and  mislead  the  public 
in  purchasing  his  goods  for  those  of  the 
original  user. 

And  in  Lee  v.  Haley,  L.  R.  5  Ch.  155,  in 
answering  the  contention  that  there  could 
be  no  property  right  obtained  in  a  geograph- 
ical name  which  a  court  of  equity  would 
protect.  Sir  G.  M.  Giffard,  L.  J.,  after  re- 
marking that  he  agreed  that  no  property 
could  be  obtained  in  such  a  name,  added: 
"But  the  principle  upon  which  the  cases  on 
this  subject  proceed  is  not  that  there  is 
property  in  the  word,  but  that  it  is  a  fraud 
on  a  person  who  has  established  a  trade, 
and  carries  it  on  under  a  given  name,  that 
some  other  person  should  assume  the  same 
name,  or  the  same  name  with  a  slight  al- 
teration, in  such  a  way  as  to  induce  persons 
to  deal  with  him  in  tlie  belief  that  they  are 
dealing  with  the  person  who  has  given  a 
reputation  to  the  name." 

Where  the  use  of  a  geographical  name  to 
designate  goods  of  a  certain  manufacture 
is  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  the  public 
into  buying  such  goods  as  the  goods  of  a 
rival,  who  has  a  prior  right  to  tlie  use  of 
the  name,  equity  will  interfere  to  protect 
the  public  against  the  fraud,  even  though 
the  person  asking  its  intervention  has  not 
the  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of  such  word. 
Kinney  v.  Basch,  16  Am.  L.  Reg.  N.  S.  590. 

In  Carlsbad  v.  Tibbetts.  51  Fed.  856,  it 
was  said  that  courts  of  equity  would  enjoin 
untrue  representations  expressly  made  by  a 
person  that  he  was  selling  the  product  of 
another,  and,  even  though  such  representa- 
tions were  not  fraudulent,  courts  of  equity 
would  protect  against  them  as  it  would 
against  any  other  unauthorized  intrusion  on 
another's  property  rights,  and  added  that  it 
was  sufHcient  if  the  court  was  satisfied  that 
there  was  an  intent  on  the  part  ot  the 
respondents  to  palm  off  their  goods  as  the 
goods  of  the  complainant,  and  that  they 
persisted  in  so  doing  after  being  requested 
to   desist. 

The  English  cases  differ  from  the  Ameri- 
can cases  %vhich  protect  geograpliical  names 
on  the  theory  that  the  use  of  such  name  by 
another  amounts  to  unfair  competition 
where  the  use  is  for  the  fraudulent  purpose 
20  L.R..\.(X.S.) 


of  deceiving  the  public,  and  reaping  the 
benefit  of  the  reputation  established  by  the 
original  user  of  the  name.  In  such  cases, 
as  heretofore  shown,  proof  of  fraud  is  one 
of  the  necessary  requisites  in  order  to  obtain 
protection,  while  it  is  settled  that,  by  the 
doctrine  as  applied  in  the  English  cases,  it 
is  immaterial  whether  the  adoption  of  a 
geographical  name  to  designate  goods  similar 
to  the  goods  of  a  rival,  who  had  made  a  prior 
appropriation  of  the  name  for  that  purp.ise, 
was  for  the  fraudulent  purpose  of  deceiving 
the  public  as  to  the  origin  of  the  goods,  or 
whether  the  purpose  was  entirely  innocent. 
As  said  by  Lord  Halsbury  in  North  Ches- 
hire &  M.  Brewery  Co.  v.  Manchester  Brew- 
ery Co.  [1899]  A.  C.  83,  in  result  it  is 
perfectly  immaterial  for  the  purpose  of  thf 
decision  whether  the  adoption  of  the  gt>  >- 
graphical  name  by  the  plaintiffs  was  frauilu- 
lent  or  not.  "The  question  is  whether  this 
is  an  injury  to  the  plaintiffs'  right.  If  it 
is  an  injury  to  plaintiffs'  right,  it  is  ]icr- 
fectly  immaterial  whether  they  intendccl  it 
or  not.  The  court  must  restrain  tliem  from 
that  which  is  injuring  another  person,  how- 
ever inadvertently  or  innocently  they  may 
have  done  it."  This  is  substantially  the 
doctrine  applied  to  technical  trademarks: 
indeed,  it  would  seem  that  protection  is 
ustially  accorded  a  geographical  name  br 
the  English  and  Canadian  decisions,  on  the 
theory  that  such  name  is  a  valid  trademark 
or  tradename,  rather  than  on  the  groimil  of 
unfair  competition.  See  headings  "Unfair 
coni|ietition,"'  "Trademarks." 

This  is  also  the  doctrine  of  the  following 
cases:  Randall  v.  British  &  A.  Shoe  ("o. 
[1!)02]  2  Ch.  354;  Montgomery  v.  Thym|isrtn 
[1S91]  A.  C.  217;  Radde  v.  Norman,  L.  R. 
14  Eq.  348:  M'Andrew  v.  Bassett.  10  Jur. 
N.  S.  492;  Siegert  v.  Findlater,  supra;  Lee 
V.  Haley,  L.  R.  5  Ch.  161:  Seixo  v.  Pro- 
voxende,  L.  R.  1  Ch.  192;  Powell  v.  Birm- 
ingliam  Vinegar  Brewery  Co.  [1894]  3  Ch. 
44'.l,  s.  c.  subsequent  appeal  [1897]  A.  C. 
710;  Powell  v.  McNuIty,  cited  in  Sebastian, 
Trademarks.  73;  Braham  v.  Beachim,  L.  R. 
7  Ch.  Div.  848;  Wotherspoon  v.  Currie,  42 
L.  J.  Ch.  X.  S.  130;  Ray  t.  Leoouturier 
[1008]  2  Ch.  715. 
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the  incorporator  had  but  $3,000,  and  had 
made  no  provision  for  the  disposition  of  th>; 
remainder  of  the  stock.  Ho  was  aware  that 
plaintiff  received  consignments  and  corre- 
spondence in  that  name,  and  that  there  had 
been  trouble  with  his  fatlier,  by  whom  he 
had  been  employed,  and  the  plaintiff;  but 
testified  that  he  had  no  reason  for  adopting 
the  name  save  that  for  business  reasons 
none  other  would  do  as  well.  On  hearing, 
the  court  enjoined  defendant  from  engaging 
in  the  business  of  tanning  or  manufacture 
of  fur  robes  and  hides  and  the  sale  of  the 
manufactured  product  thereof  in  the  name 
of  the  "Sioux  City  Robe  &  Tanning  Com- 
pany." 

1.  The  circumstance    leading   up    to    the 
plaintiff's  use  of  two  tradenames  relieves 


him  of  any  imputation  of  dishonesty  of 
which  he  is  accused.  It  was  due  to  no 
fault  of  bis  that  his  patrons  designated  as 
the  name  of  his  business  ths  "Sioux  City 
Kobe  &  Tanning  Company."  He  had  omit- 
ted the  locality;  but,  because  it  was  in  that 
enterprising  city,  those  dealing  with  him 
made  use  of  its  name  in  connection  witn 
that  voluntarily  adopted  by  him,  and  he 
acquiesced  therein.  The  record  is  convincing 
that  he  had  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative 
trade  in  that  name,  and  we  are  not  in- 
clined to  interfere  with  the  decision  of  the 
district  court  that  another  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  rob  him  thereof  by  dressing 
himself  in  the  same  name  and  thereby  de- 
ceiving the  public  to  his  injury.  Appellant 
concedes  that  plaintiff  would  be  entitled  to 


In  this  connection  it  should  be  remem- 
bered  that  the  doctrine  of  equitable  pro- 
tection rests  upon  the  general  ground  that 
no  person  has  a  right  to  sell  to  the  public 
bis  product  as  that  of  another.  It  was  a 
recognition  of  this  doctrine  that  first  called 
into  use  trademarks  and  tradenames  by 
manufacturers  and  producers  to  designate 
their  product.  The  protection  of  either 
against  infringement  is  merely  a  branch  of 
the  general  doctrine  of  protection  against 
unfair  competition. 

Unfair  competition. 

Where  a  geographical  name  has  acquired 
a  secondary  significance  in  connection  with 
its  use  to  designate  a  particular  product  in 
a  business  way,  the  use  thereof  in  that 
sense  will  be  protected  by  restraining  its 
use  by  others  to  designate  similar  articles 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  amount  to  a  fraud 
on  the  public,  and  on  those  who  have  so 
employed  the  term  as  to  cause  the  special 
meaning  to  become  attached.  A  manufac- 
turer or  producer  of  an  article  described  by 
a  geographical  name  is  entitled  to  the  repu- 
tation it  has  acquired,  and  the  public  is 
entitled  to  the  means  of  distinguishing  be- 
tween this  and  other  similar  articles. 
Hence,  protection  will  be  accorded  against 
the  unfair  use  by  others  of  such  geographi- 
cal term,  although  not  a  technical  trade- 
mark, where  such  use  enables  or  may  enable 
the  sale  of  the  goods  of  one  manufacturer 
or  dealer  for  those  of  another.  Describing 
an  article  by  a  geographical  term  confers  no 
better  right  to  perpetrate  a  fraud  than  does 
the  use  of  any  other  expression.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  law  is  general,  and  without  ex- 
ception, that  no  one  may  lawfully  palm  off 
the  goods  of  one  manufacturer  or  dealer 
for  those  of  another,  to  the  latter's  injury. 
It  prohibits  the  perpetration  of  such  a  fraud 
by  the  use  of  a  geographical  term  not 
susceptible  of  monopolization  as  a  trade- 
mark, as  effectually  as  it  prohibits  its  com- 
mission by  the  use  of  any  other  expression. 

Carlsbad  v.  Kutnow,  18  C.  C.  A.  24,  35 
U.  S.  App.  750,  71  Fed.  167  ("Carlsbad," 
to  designate  water  from  a  spring) ;  Carls- 
26  L.R.A.(X.S.) 


bad  v.  Schultz,  78  Fed.  469  ("Carlsbad")  ; 
Morgan  Envelope  Co.  v.  Walton,  82  Fed. 
469,  reversed  in  30  C.  C.  A.  383,  58  U.  S. 
App.  30,  86  Fed.  605,  on  ground  that  fraud 
in  use  of  name  had  not  been  shown  ("Co- 
lumbia," to  designate  tissue  paper)  ;  Gage- 
Downs  Co.  V.  Featherbone  Corset  Co.  83 
Fed.  213  ("Chicago,"  to  designate  waists) ; 
Anheuser-Busch  Brewing  Asso.  v.  Fred  Mil- 
ler Brewing  Co.  87  Fed.  864  ("Budweiser," 
to  designate  beer  of  a  special  brew) ;  Col- 
linsplatt  V.  Finlayson,  88  Fed.  693  ("Ply- 
mouth," to  designate  gin)  ;  Manitowoc  Pea- 
Packing  Co.  V.  Numsen,  35  C.  C.  A.  267,  93 
Fed.  196  ("Clipper  City,"  to  designate  canned 
goods) ;  American  Waltham  Watch  Co. 
V.  Sandman,  96  Fed.  330  ("Waltham,"  to 
designate  watches)  ;  Oxford  University  v. 
Wilmore-Andrews  Pub.  Co.  101  Fed.  443 
("Oxford,"  to  designate  Bibles)  ;  Shaver  v. 
Heller  &  M.  Co.  66  L.R.A.  878,  48  C.  C.  A. 
48,  108  Fed.  821  ("American"  used  in  con- 
nection with  the  words  "Wash  Blue"  and 
"Ball  Blue")  ;  Bauer  v.  La  Soeiete  Anonymc, 
56  C.  C.  A.  480,  120  Fed.  74  ("Benedictine," 
to  designate  liquor)  ;  Bauer  v.  Order  of 
Carthusian  Monks,  56  C.  C.  A.  484,  120  Fed. 
78  ("Chartreuse,"  to  designate  a  wine)  ; 
Bauer  v.  Siegert,  56  C.  C.  A.  487,  120  Fed. 
81  ("Angostura,"  to  designate  bitters)  ; 
Siegert  v.  Gandolfi,  79 >C.  C.  A.  142,  149  Fed 
100  ("Angostura,"  to  designate  bitters)  ; 
Buzby  V.  Davis,  80  C.  C.  A.  163,  160  Fed. 
275,  10  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  68  ("Key- 
stone," to  designate  lubricating  oil)  ;  Jewish 
Colonization  Asso.  v.  Solomon,  154  Fed.  157 
("Carmel,"  Rischon-le-Zion,"  used  to  desig- 
nate wines) ;  Baglin  v.  Cusenier,  156  Fed. 
1016,  aflirmed  in  90  C.  C.  A.  499,  164  Fed. 
26  ("Chartreuse,"  to  designate  wine)  ; 
American  Wire  Co.  v.  Kohlman,  158  Fed. 
830;  French  Republic  v.  Saratoga  Vichy 
Spring  Co.  191  U.  8.  427,  48  L.  ed.  247,  24 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  145;  Herring-Hall-Marvin 
Safe  Co.  V.  Hall's  Safe  Co.  208  U.  S.  554, 
52  L.  ed.  616,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  350;  Elgin 
Butter  Co.  v.  Elgin  Creameiy  Co.  155  III. 
127,  40  N.  E.  616  ("Elgin,''^  to  designate 
butter)  ;  American  Waltham  Watch  Co.  v. 
United  States  Watch  Co.  173  Mass.  85,  43 
L.R.A.  826,  73  Am.  St.  Rep.  263.  53  N.  E. 
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protection  against  the  use  of  the  name  with 
"Sioux  City"  omitted,  and  then  argues  that 
no  significance  can  be  given  the  name  of  a 
locality,  as  it  is  common  property.  The  dis- 
tinction between  the  "Robe  &  Tanning  Com- 
pany" of  Sioux  City  and  the  "Sioux  City 
Robe  &  Tanning  Company"  is  decidedly  nar- 
row and  somewhat  hazy,  when  examined 
from  the  practical  view  point  of  the  pub- 
lic. The  use  of  these  by  different  concerns 
would  in  all  probability  lead  to  confusion 
in  the  transaction  of  their  business,  and  this 
is  one  of  the  principal  grounds  on  which 
equity  interferes.  Were  the  names  entirely 
distinct,  probably  he  would  be  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  but  one.  They  are  alike, 
however,  save  the  use  of  the  name  of  a  local- 
ity, except  in  a  secondary  sense,  cannot  be 


appi-opriated  as  a  tradename.  Its  use  or 
omission  cannot  ordinarily  be  regarded  as  a 
marked  distinguishing  feature.  See  Samuels 
V.  Spitzer,  177  Mass.  22«,  68  N.  E.  093. 
Connection  or  combination  of  it  with  other 
words  of  designation  usually  is  essential  to , 
warrant  the  conclusion  that  its  use  should 
be  protected.  Indeed,  it  is  immaterial  by 
what  means  a  trader's  goods  or  business 
are  identified,  whether  by  personal  descrip- 
tion or  by  geographical  name  in  connection 
with  other  words,  for,  if  it  appear  that  the 
means  adopted  perform  the  function  of  iden- 
tification, imitation  of  the  identifying  ele- 
ment by  a  rival  trader  under  such  circum- 
stances as  to  render  deception  of  those  who 
deal  with  him  a  probable  consequence  will 
be  enjoined.     In  other  words,  the  doctrine 


141  ("Waltham,"  to  designate  watches)  ; 
Viano  v.  Baccigalupo,  183  Mass.  160,  67  N. 
E.  641  ("Boston,"  name  of  peanut  roasting 
company ) ;  Rickard  v.  Caton  College  Co.  88 
Minn.  Z42,  92  N.  W.  958  ("Minnesota,"  to 
designate  a  business  school)  ;  Americsji 
Brewing  Co.  v. .  St.  Louis  Brewing  Co.  47 
Mo.  App.  14  ("American,"  to  designate 
beer) ;  VanHom  v.  Coogan,  62  N.  J.  Eq. 
380,  28  Atl.  788,  affirmed  without  opinion 
in  52  N.  J.  Eq.  588,  33  Atl.  50  ("Portland," 
to  designate  stoves) ;  Busch  y.  Gross,  71 
N.  J.  ^.  508,  64  AtL  764  ("Metuchen,"  as 
name  of  hotel) ;  Fettes  v.  American  Watch- 
man's Clock  Co.  89  App.  Div.  346,  85  N.  Y. 
Supp.  900  ("Waltham*');  Drake . Medicine 
Co.  V.  Glessner,  68  Ohio  St  337,  67  N.  E. 
722  ("German")  ;  Reeder  v.  Brodt,  4  Ohio 
N.  P.  266  ("American  Cold  Japan,"  to 
designate  roof  paint) ;  Opperman  v.  Water- 
man, 94  Wis.  583,  69  K.  W.  669  ("Ger- 
man") ;  Kinney  v.  Basch,  16  Am.  L.  Reg. 
N.  S.  696  ("St.  James")  ;  Huntley  4  Pal- 
mer V.  Readily  Biscuit  Co.  10  P.  R.  277, 
cited  in  Sebastian,  Trade  Marks,  72  ("Read- 
ing Biscuits")  ;  Worcester  Royal  Porcelain 
Co.  V.  Locke  4  Co.  19  Rep.  Pat.  Cas.  479, 
cited  in  3  Butterworths's  Dig.  866  ("Worces- 
ter," to  designate  china  ware) ;  Knott  t. 
Morgan,  2  Keen,  213  ("London  Conveyance 
Co.") ;  Siegert  v.  Findlater,  L.  R.  7  Ch.  Div. 
801   ("Angostura"). 

In  the  following  cases  this  doctrine  was 
also  applied,  and  the  use  of  a  geographical 
term  for  a  tradename  was  protected  against 
infringement  or  unfair  simulation  by  a 
rival:  Kentucky  Distilleries  &  Warehouse 
Co.  V.  Wathen,  110  Fed.  641  ("East  End 
Distillery  Co.") ;  Sanders  v.  Utt,  16  Mo. 
App.  322  ("New  York  Dental  Co.")  ;  Sand- 
ers V.  Jacob,  20  Mo.  App.  96  ("New  York 
Dental  Co.")  j  United  States  Mercantile 
Reporting  Co.  v.  United  States  Mercantile 
Reporting  &  C.  Asso.  21  Abb.  N.  C.  115. 

Some  of  the  earlier  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  raised  a 
question  whether  the  doctrine  of  unfair  com- 
petition would  be  recognized  and  applied  in 
a  proper  case.  That  question,  however, 
seems  to  have  been  set  at  rest  by  two  late 
decisions  of  that  court.  Thus,  in  French 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Republic  v.  Saratoga  Vichy  Spring  Co.  191 
U.  S.  427,  48  L.  ed.  247,  24  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
145,  Justice  Brown  remarked  that  "geograph- 
ical names  often  acquire  a  secondary  sig- 
nification, indicative  not  only  of  the  place  of 
manufacture  or  production,  but  of  the  name 
of  the  manufacturer  or  producer  and  the 
excellence  of  the  thing  manufactured  or  pro- 
duced, which  enables  the  owner  to  assert  an 
exclusive  right  to  such  name  as  against 
everyone  not  doing  business  within  the  sam« 
geographical  limits;  and  even  as  against 
them,  if  the  name  be  used  fraudulently  for 
the  purpose  of  misleading  buyers  as  to  the 
actual  origin  of  the  thing  produced,  or  of 
palming  off  the  productions  of  one  person  as 
those  of  another." 

And  in  Herring-Hall-Marvin  Safe  Co.  ▼. 
Hall's  Safe  Co.  208  U.  S.  654,  62  L.  ed.  616, 
28  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  360,  Mr.  Justice  Holmes 
remarked  that  the  name  of  a  person  or  town 
might  become  so  associated  with  a  particu- 
lar product  that  the  use  of  the  name  to 
designate  a  similar  product  would  have  the 
effect  of  a  falsehood,  entitling  the  com- 
plainant to  relief  therefrom. 

— ^what  amounts  to  unfair  simulation. 

Courts  of  equity,  on  the  ground  of  unfair 
competition,  will  restrain  the  use  of  a  geo- 
graphical name  in  such  a  way  as  to  so 
closely  resemble  the  name  as  used  by  a  rival 
who  has  a  prior  right  thereto,  as  to  mislead 
and  deceive  ordinary  purchasers  purchasing 
with  ordinary  caution  as  to  the  origin  of 
the  goods.  It  is,  however,  not  necessary 
that  the  resemblance  be  such  as  to  deceive 
persons  having  the  two  labels  or  marks  side 
by  side.  It  is  sufficient  that  a  purchaser, 
having  the  article  offered  him,  would  natu- 
rally be  led,  by  the  mark  impressed  upon  it, 
to  suppose  it  to  be  the  production  of  a  rival, 
and  purchase  it  in  that  belief.  So,  where 
the  goods  of  a  manufacturer  have  become 
known  in  the  market  by  a  geographical 
name,  arising  from  the  use  of  such  name 
by  him,  it  is  unfair  competition  for  a  rival 
to  adopt  any  mark  or  label  which  will  cause 
his  goods  to  bear  a  similar  name  in  the 
market,  unless  it  is  so  distinguished  as  not 
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of  unfair  trade  amounts  to  no  more  than 
this:  One  person  has  no  right  to  sell  goods 
u  the  goods  of  another,  nor  to  do  other 
business  as  the  business  of  another,  and  on 
proper  showing  will  be  restrained  from  so 
doing. 

Appellant  has  a  large  number  of  decisions 
to  the  effect  that  one  is  not  entitled  to  pro- 
tection in  the  use  of  a  trademark  which  is 
purely  descriptive  of  his  business  or  of  this 
in  connection  with  the  locality  where  con- 
ducted. Whatever  may  be  the  law  with  ref- 
erence to  trademarks,  this  is  not  the  un- 
varying rule  applied  in  cases  of  unfair  com- 
petition. The  distinction  between  the  law 
of  trademarks  and  that  of  unfair  competi- 
tion is  pointed  out  in  Sartor  v.  Schaden,  125 
Iowa,  606,  101  N.  W.  611,  where  the  latter 


is  said  to  be  bottomed  on  the  principle  of 
common  business  integrity  and  to  proceed 
on  theory  that  "while  the  primary  and  com- 
mon use  of  a  word  or  phrase  may  not  be 
exclusively  appropriated,  there  may  be  a 
secondary  meaning  or  construction  which 
will  belong  to  the  person  who  has  developed 
it.  In  this  secondary  meaning  there  may 
be  a  property  right.  .  .  .  Consequently 
unfair  competition  is  distinguished  from 
trademark  cases  in  this  that  it  does  not  in- 
volve necessarily  the  question  of  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  another  to  use  the  name,  sym- 
bol, or  device.  A  word  may  not  be  capable 
of  becoming  an  arbitrary  trademark,  and  yet 
there  may  be  an  unfair  use  of  the  word 
which   will   constitute   unfair   trade.     The 


to  deceive  purchasers  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
article.  Carlsbad  v.  W.  T.  Thackeray  k 
Co.  57  Fed.  18;  Walker  v.  Mikolas,  79 
Fed.  955;  LaRepublique  Francaise  v.  Sara- 
toga Vichy  Springs  Co.  65  L.R.A.  830,  46 
C.  C.  A.  418,  107  Fed.  450,  affirmed  in  101 
U.  S.  427,  48  L.  ed.  247,  24  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
145;  Bauer  v.  La  Societe  Anonyme,  56  C. 
C.  A.  480,  120  Fed.  74;  Buzby  v.  Davis, 
80  C.  C.  A.  163,  150  Fed.  275,  10  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  68;  Feder  v.  Brando,  5  Ohio  K. 
P.  275. 

In  order  that  it  amount  to  unfair  com- 
petition, it  is  not,  however,  necessary  that 
the  exact  word  be  used.  It  is  sufficient  if 
rach  a  similar  word  is  used  and  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  deceive  the  public.  Thus  the 
words  "Canadian  Rye  Whiskey"  so  closely 
simulate  the  words  "Canadian  Club  Whis- 
key," the  bottles  and  labels  also  being  close- 
ly simulated,  as  to  amount  to  imfair  com- 
petition.     Walker  v.  Mikolas,   supra. 

Although  the  word  "Minnesota,"  in  con- 
nection mth  the  words  "school  of  business," 
is  not  the  subject  of  a  technical  trademark, 
as  Minnesota  is  a  geographical  word  of  a 
descriptive  character,  yet  no  other  compet- 
ing institution  may  so  use  the  name  or 
adopt  a  name  so  similar  thereto  as  not  to 
be  easily  discriminated  therefrom,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  benefit  of  a  reputation  ac- 
quired under,  and  designated  by,  such  name. 
Bickard  v.  Caton  College  Co.  supra. 

A  manufacturer  of  salt  in  a  certain 
county  may  lawfully  use  the  name  of  said 
county  to  designate  his  product,  although 
■tich  name  has  already  been  appropriated 
by  other  producers  of  salt  in  that  locality 
to  designate  their  product,  but  in  using  such 
name  he  must  not  mislead  the  public  into 
buying  his  salt  for  that  of  his  rival.  Gene- 
«ee  Salt  Co.  v.  Burnap,  20  C.  C.  A.  27,  43 
U.  S.  App.  243,  73  Fed.  818. 

To  the  same  effect  as  to  the  use  of  the 
name  of  a  territory  to  designate  mineral 
waters  obtained  therefrom  is  Grand  Hotel 
Co.  V.  Wilson  [1904]  A.  C.  103.  And  see 
also  infra  heading,  "To  designate  natural 
product." 

So,  the  word  "St.  Benedict"  unfairly 
simulates  the  word  "Benedictine"  where  in 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


other  respects  the  packages  are  similar. 
Bauer  v.  LaSociete  Anonyme,  supra. 

The  words  "Keystone  Oil  Co."  unfairly 
simulate  the  words  "Keystone  Lubricating 
Co."  Buzby  V.  Davis,  supra. 

The  term  "London  Whiffs"  is  infringed  by 
the  term  "Perfume  Puffs,"  where  the  labels 
and  wrappers  are  strikingly  similar.  Feder 
V.  Brundo,  supra. 

The  term  "Artificial  Carlsbad  Salts"  un- 
fairly competes  with  the  term  "Carlsbad 
Salts."  Carlsbad  v.  W.  T.  Thackeray  &  Co. 
supra. 

In  Sanders  v.  Utt,  supra,  it  was  held  that 
the  term  "New  York  Steam  Dental  Co." 
unfairly  simulated  the  term  "New  York 
Dental   Co." 

And  in  Sanders  v.  Jacob,  supra,  the  term 
"Newark  Dental  Rooms"  was  held  to  un- 
fairly simulate  the  term  "New  York  Dental 
Rooms,"  where  the  former  was  established 
but  a  few  doors  from  the  latter. 

But  in  United  States  Frame  &  Picture 
Co.  V.  Horowitz,  51  Misc.  101,  100  N.  Y. 
Supp.  705,  it  was  held  that  the  term  "New 
York  Frame  &  Picture  Co."  did  not  unfairly 
simulate  the  term  "United  States  Frame  k 
Picture  Co." 

The  use  by  a  bottler  of  waters  from 
springs  of  Saratoga,  New  York,  of  the  words 
"Saratoga  Vichy  Water"  in  such  a  way  that 
a  short  distance  from  the  bottles  the  word 
"Vichy"  is  the  marked  and  prominent  ob- 
ject in  sight,  constitutes  unfair  competition, 
and  will  DC  restrained  at  the  instance  of  a 
bottler  of  water  from  springs  located  at 
Vichy,  where  he  who  has  used  that  word 
for  a  considerable  period  of  time  to  desig- 
nate such  water.  French  Republic  v.  Sara- 
toga Vichy  Spring  Co.  191  U.  S.  427,  48  L. 
ed.  247,  24  Sup  Ct.  Rep.  145. 

But  the  term  "Saratoga  Vichy"  does  not 
unfairly  compete  with  the  word  "Vichy," 
where  the  labels  and  wrappers  are  different. 
Ibid. 

The  term  "Lythia  Vichy,"  to  designate  a 
distilled  water,  does  not  unfairly  simulate 
the  term  "Vichy."  La  Republique  Fran- 
caise V.  Schultz,  115  Fed.  196. 

The  term  "Kjobenhavn  Snus"  does  not 
unfairly    simulate    the    term    "Copenhaven 
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whole  doctrine  is  based  upon  the  theory 
of  protection  to  the  public,  whose  rights  are 
infringed  or  jeopardized  by  confusion  of 
goods  produced  by  unfair  methods  of  trade, 
as  well  as  upon  the  right  of  the  complain- 
ant to  enjoy  the  good  will  of  a  trade  built 
up  through  his  efforts,  and  sought  to  be 
taken  from  him  by  unfair  methods."  One 
using  the  ordinary  name  of  a  commodity, 
business,  or  occupation  in  connection  with 
the  name  of  a  locality  will  not  always  be 
entitled  to  protection.  This  necessarily  de- 
pends on  circumstances.  See  Delaware  & 
H.  Canal  Co.  v.  Clark,  13  Wall.  328,  20  L. 
ed.  583;  Laughman's  Appeal,  128  Pa.  1,  5 
L.R.A.  599,  18  Atl.  416.  As  many  as  choose 
can,  in  good  faith,  engage  in  the  same  busi- 
ness   or    occupation    described    by    such    a 


name,  and  annexing  the  name  of  the  local- 
ity does  no  more  than  indicate  the  place 
where  the  business  is  conducted;  but  when 
the  goods  are  manufactured  or  produced  at 
the  place  designated,  if  the  name  of  the  place 
is  used  fraudulently,  or  if  a  manufactory 
has  been  located  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
the  advantage  of  the  name  to  the  detriment 
of  the  other,  it  has  long  been  settled  that 
the  use  of  the  name  will  be  enjoined.  In 
Seixo  V.  Provezende,  L.  R.  1  Ch.  192,  the 
name  of  a  district  in  Spain  had  long  been 
used  to  denote  the  wines  grown  on  one  estate 
in  that  district,  and  it  was  ruled  that  the 
name  could  not  be  applied  to  wines  from  an- 
other estate  of  the  same  district,  so  as  to 
mislead  the  purchasers.  In  Wotherspoon 
V.  Currie,  L.  R.  5  H.  L.  608,  the  plaintiff. 


Snuff,"  where  the  labels  are  totally  dissimi- 
lar and  there  is  no  showing  of  an  express 
intention  to  deceive  the  public.  Weyman  v. 
Soderberg,  108  Fed.  63. 

The  use  of  the  same  name  upon  a  similar 
article  is  sufficient  evidence  of  unfair  com- 
petition to  justify  relief  where  the  article 
simulated  has  become  known  by  the  name 
applied  to  it,  and  is  bought  and  sold  by  the 
name  rather  than  by  its  appearance.  In 
such  case  it  is  not  necessary  that  there 
should  be  any  similarity  in  dress  or  pack- 
age. If  the  use  of  the  name  itself  is  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  assert  that  the  user 
is  the  manufacturer  of  the  article  in  ref- 
erence to  which  the  name  has  been  associa- 
ted, this  amounts  to  a  representation  that 
he  is  manufacturing  commodities  known  by 
that  name,  which  is  not  true  in  fact. 
Shaver  v.  Heller  &,  M.  Co.  65  L.R.A.  878, 
48  C.  C.  A.  48,  108  Fed.  821  (use  of  the 
word  "America"  to  designate  "wash-blue" 
and  "ball  blue")  ;  Drake  Medicine  Co.  v. 
Glessner,  68  Ohio  St.  337,  67  N.  E.  722  (Dr. 
Drake's  German  Croup  Remedy") ;  Worces- 
ter Royal  Porcelain  Co.  v.  Locke  4  Co.  19 
Rep.  Pat.  Cas.  439,  cited  in  3  Butterworths's 
Dig.  866  ("Worcester,"  to  designate  china- 
ware). 

Under  such  circumstances  actual  decep- 
tion is  unnecessary.  Worcester  Royal  Por- 
celain Co.  V.  Locke  &  Co.  supra. 

But  where  the  name  of  a  place  has  been 
used  to  designate  a  patented  article  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  article  becomes  known  by 
that  name,  upon  the  expiration  of  the 
patent  the  right  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
name  to  describe  such  article  no  longer 
vests  in  the  original  user.  Other  persons 
manufacturing  the  article  may  use  such 
name  to  describe  it,  providing  they  do  not 
intentionally  use  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
pass  off  their  goods,  or  enable  them  to  be 
passed  off,  for  the  goods  of  the  original  user. 
Dover  Stamping  Co.  v.  Fellows,  163  Mass. 
191,  28  L.R.A.  448,  47  Am.  St.  Rep.  448. 
40  N.  E.  105. 

— where  the  name  of  a  place  is  simulated  by 
a  nonresident. 

The  doctrine  that  equity  will  protect  a 
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geographical  name  against  unfair  use  by 
others,  even  though  such  name  is  not  the 
subject  of  a  technical  trademark,  is  more 
liberally  enforced  where  protection  is  sought 
by  a  resident  of  a  place  the  name  of  which 
he  has  used  to  designate  an  article  manu- 
factured or  produced  there,  as  against  the 
use  of  the  name  by  others  to  designate  arti- 
cles not  manufactured  or  produced  at  such 
place.  Under  such  circumstances  equity  is 
quick  to  restrain  the  use,  without  other 
evidence  of  fraud  than  the  bare  fact  of  such 
use,  and  in  such  cases  the  use  of  the  name 
in  any  manner  to  designate  similar  articles 
will  be  enjoined.  Blackwell  v.  Dibrell,  3 
Hughes,  161,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  1475  ("Dur- 
ham," to  designate  tobacco)  ;  Blackwell  v. 
Armistead,  3  Hughes,  163,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
1474  ("Durham,"  to  designate  tobacco): 
Southern  White  Lead  Co.  v.  Cary,  25  Fed. 
126  ("Southern"  and  "St.  Louis"  to  desig- 
nate white  lead)  ;  A.  F.  Pike  Mfg.  Co.  v. 
Cleveland  Stone  Co.  36  Fed.  890;  Southern 
White  Lead  Co.  v.  Coit,  39  Fed.  492  ("St. 
Louis,"  to  designate  white  lead)  ;  Carlsbad 
v.  W.  T.  Thackeray  &  Co.  supra  ("Carls- 
bad," to  designate  salts)  ;  Pillsbury-Wash- 
burn  Flour  Mills  Co.  v.  Eagle,  41  L.R.A. 
162,  30  C.  C.  A  386,  58  U.  S.  App.  490, 
86  Fed.  626,  writ  of  certiorari  denied  in  173 
U.  S.  703,  43  L.  ed.  1184,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
884  ("Minnesota  Patent"  and  "Minneapolis" 
to  designate  flour)  ;  California  Fruit  Can- 
ners'  Asso  v.  Myer,  104  Fed.  82  ("Califor- 
nia," to  designate  canned  fruit)  ;  Elgin  Nat. 
Watch  Co.  v.  Loveland,  132  Fed.  41  ("Elgin," 
to  designate  jewelry) ;  Braham  v.  Beachim, 
47  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  348  ("Radstock,"  to 
designate  coal)  ;  Harvey  v.  Laraoureaux,  5 
Ohio  N.  P.  473  ("Fairfield"  and  "New  Fair- 
field" to  designate  plows ) . 

To  the  same  effect  are  Carlsbad  v.  Kut- 
now,  18  C.  C.  A.  24,  35  U.  S.  App.  750,  71 
Fed.  167;  Carlsbad  v.  Schultz,  78  Fed.  469; 
Oxford  University  v.  Wilmore-Andrews  Pub- 
Co.  101  Fed.  443;  Bauer  v.  LaSociete  An- 
onyme,  66  C.  C.  A.  480,  120  Fed.  74;  and 
French  Republic  v.  Saratoga  Vichy  Spring 
Co.  191  U.  S.  427,  48  L.  ed.  247,  24  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  145. 

On   this   subject,   in   Gage-Downs   Cow  ▼. 
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who  bad  originally  carried  on  the  maivufac- 
ture  of  "Olenaeld"  starch  at  Ulenfield,  a 
httle  place  of  some  sixty  inhabitants,  had 
removed  his  factory,  retaining  the  name. 
The  defendant  had  purcha.sed  a  small  lot 
at  Glenfield,  and  carried  on  the  manufac- 
ture of  starch  there,  also  using  the  name 
"Glenfield"  to  denote  his  starch;  but,  in 
WW  of  the  fact  thirt  the  whole  scheme  was 
intended  to  lead  people  to  believe  that  the 
defendant's  starch  was  the  plaintitT's,  an  in- 
junction against  the  use  of  the  name  was 
held  proper.  So,  in  Thompson  v.  Montgom- 
eiy,  L.  R.  41  Ch.  Div.  35,  the  plaintiff  be- 
low and  their  predecessors  had  carried  on 
1  brewery  in  Stone  ( a  town  of  Staffordshire 
of  about  6,000  inhabitants)  since  1780,  us- 
ing the  name  "Stone  Ales"  to  designate  their 


product.  The  defendant,  who  had  provi- 
uusly  sold  their  product,  put  up  a  brewery 
at  Stone,  and  used  the  word  "Stone"  in  con- 
nection with  the  liquor  of  his  own  manu- 
facture, with  a  view,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
trial  jut!g^,  to  lead  the  public  to  the  be- 
lief that  the  ales  he  was  then  selling  were 
those  of  the  former  firm.  An  injunction- 
was,  accordingly,  granted  and  affirmed  on 
appeal.  The  case  was  then  carried  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  there  the  decision  was 
reallirmcd,  though  there  was  a  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  sonic  of  the  lords  as  to  the 
use  of  the  name  "Stone." 

The  principle  is  bummarized  tersely  by 
Mr.  Justice  Holmes  in  American  Walthaiu 
Watch  Co.  V.  United  States  Watch  Co.  173 
Mass.  85,  43  L.R.A.  826,  73  Am.  St.  Bep. 


Featherbone  Corset  Co.  83  Fed.  213,  it  was  i 
Eaid  the  fact  that  different  parties  using  a 
geographical  name  to  designate  certain 
articles  of  manufacture  all  resided  at  the 
city,  the  name  of  which  has  been  so  used, 
would  furnish  strong  reason  to  deny  to  the 
original  user  of  the  name  an  exclusive  right 
to  its  use,  but  where  the  name  was  appro 
priated  by  a  manufacturer  residing  at  a 
different  place,  it  very  naturally  started  an 
inquiry  as  to  the  motive, — the  object  he 
thereby  sought  to  attain.  Usually  there 
could  be  but  one  object  in  using  the  name 
of  a  distant  place  to  designate  articles, 
which  name  had  already  been  appropriated 
to  designate  similar  articles  manufactured 
at  such  place,  and  that  object  was  to  make 
use  of  the  reputation  which  the  goods  so 
branded  had  acquired.  This  circumstance, 
the  court  said,  was  sufficient  to  entitle  the 
manufacturer  originally  using  the  name  of 
the  city  wherein  he  is  located  to  designate 
the  goods  manufactured  there,  to  an  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  the  use  of  such  name  by 
rival  manufacturers  located  and  manufac- 
turing similar  goods  at  other  places. 

.Mthough  a  brewer  of  beer  at  a  certain 
city  cannot  obtain  an  exclusive  property  in 
the  name  of  the  city  as  a  trademark,  or  the 
exclusive  right  to  designate  his  beer  by  the 
name  of  that  city,  yet  his  use  of  the  desig- 
nation upon  his  labels  on  beer  brewed  in 
such  city  is  entirely  legitimate,  and  another 
brewer  of  beer  in  some  other  locality  will 
be  restrained  from  diverting  his  trade  by 
desifjnating  beer  brewed  by  him  with  the 
gpographical  name  of  the  city  wherein  his 
rival  is  located,  and  which  name  he  uses, 
»nd  it  is  no  answer  for'  the  defendant,  when 
complainant  asks  for  protection,  to  say  that 
he  has  no  exclusive  "right  to  designate  his 
product  in  the  manner  he  has.  Anheuser- 
Busch  Brewing  Asso.  v.  Piza,  23  Blatchf. 
245,  24  Fed.   149. 

In  Pillsbury-Washburn  Flour  Mills  Co.  v. 
Eagle,  supra,  a  valuable  case  on  the  subject, 
the  words  "Minnesota  Patent"  and  "Minnen- 
npl's.  Minn.,"  which  had  been  adopted  by 
liilTercnt  flour  manufacturers  located  at  Min- 
niannlig,  to  designate  flour  manufactured 
by  them  there,  were  protected  on  the  ground 
26  LR.A.(N.S.)  6 


of  unfair  competition  against  simulation  by 
a  rival,  who  manufactured  Hour  in  a  dif- 
ferent state,  although  at  first  these  words 
were  used  merely  to  designate  the  place  of 
manufacture,  they  having  become  in  course 
of  time  a  well-known  sign  of  quality  and 
excellence. 

But  where  a  manufacturer  of  salts  made 
same  from  Appollinaris  water,  although  not 
at  the  place  bearing  that  name,  it  is  not 
unfair  competition  for  him  to  describe 
salts  so  made  as  "Appollinaris  Salts."  Ap- 
ixillinaris  Co.  v.  Duckworth,  22  Times  Ii.  R. 
744. 

— where  neither  party  using  a  geographical 
name  is  located  at  such  place. 

It  is  unfair  competition  for  a  manufac- 
turer of  bitters  to  designate  them,  by  the 
use  of  the  name  of  a  city  other  than  that 
in  which  he  is  located,  where  such  name  has 
already  been  appropriated  by  another  for  a 
similar  purpose.  This  rule  is  not  altered 
by  the  fact  that  the  latter  has  ceased  to 
manufacture  such  bitters  at  such  place  and 
is  manufacturing  them  at  another  place. 
Bauer  v.  Siegert,  50  0.  C.  A.  467,  120  Fed. 
81. 

The  use  of  the  name  of  a  place  to  desig- 
nate beer  of  a  special  brew,  although  not 
brewed  at  that  place,  gives  the  user  such  a 
right  therein  as  entitles  him  to  enjoin  the 
use  of  the  name  by  a  rival  not  located  at 
such  place,  whose  beer  is  not  of  such  a 
character  as  to  make  the  name  applicable. 
These  facts  make  the  selection  of  a  name 
arbitrary,  and  for  the  apparent  purpose  of 
thereby  deriving  benefit  from  the  complain- 
ant's reputation,  and  constitute  unfair  com- 
petition. Anheucer-Busch  Brewing  Asso.  v. 
Fred  Miller  Brewing  Co.  87  Fed.  804. 

Trademarks — in  general. 

The  term  "trademark"  was  thus  defined 
in  Elgin  Nat.  Watch  Co.  v.  Illinois  Watch 
Case  Co.  179  U.  S.  085,  45  L.  ed.  365,  21 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  270;  "The  term  has  been  in 
use  from  a  very  early  date,  and,  generally 
speaking,  means  a  distinctive  mark  of  au- 
thenticity, 'through   which  the  products  of 
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263,  53  K  E.  141 :  "It  is  desirable  that  the 
plaintiff  should  not  lose  custom  by  reason  of 
the  public  mistaking  another  manufacturer 
for  it.  It  is  desirable  that  the  defendant 
should  be  free  to  manufacture  watches  at 
Waltham,  and  to  tell  the  world  that  it 
does  so.  The  two  desiderata  cannot  both  be 
,had  to  their  full  extent,  and  we  have  to  fix 
the  boundaries  as  best  we  can.  On  the  one 
hand,  the  defendant  must  be  allowed  to  ac- 
complish its  desideratum  in  some  way  what- 
ev(  r  tlie  loss  to  the  plaintilT.  On  the  other, 
we  think,  the  cases  show  that  the  defend- 
ant fairly  may  be  required  to  avoid  deceiv- 
ing the  public  to  the  plaintiff's  harm,  so  far 
as  is  practicable  in  a  commercial  sense.  It 
is  true  that  a  man  cannot  appropriate  a 
geographical  name;   but  neither  can  he  a 


color,  or  any  part  of  the  English  language, 
or  even  a  proper  name,  to  the  exclusion  ot 
others  whose  names  are  like  his.  Yet  a 
color  in  connection  with  a  sufTiciently  com- 
plex combination  of  other  things  may  be 
recognized  as  saying  so  circumstantially 
that  the  defendant's  goods  are  the  plain- 
tiU's  as  to  pass  the  injunction  line.  New 
England  Awl  &  Xeedle.Co.  v.  Marlborough 
Awl  &  Needle  Co.  1C8  Mass.  15t,  15G,  (iO  Am. 
St.  Eep.  37T,  46  N.  E.  380.  So,  altlioug'j  the 
plaintiff  has  no  copyright  on  th?  dictionarj-, 
or  any  part  of  it,  he  can  exclude  a  defend- 
ant from  a  part  of  the  free  field  of  the 
English  language,  even  from  the  mere  use 
of  generic  words,  unqualified  and  unex- 
plained, when  they  would  mislead  the  plain- 
tiff's customers  to  another  shop.    Reddaway 


particular  manufacturers  or  the  vendible 
commodities  of  particular  merchants  may 
be  distinguished  from  those  of  others.  It 
may  consist  in  any  symbol  or  in  any  form 
of  words,  but  as  its  oflice  is  to  point  out 
distinctively  the  origin  or  ownership  of  the 
articles  to  which  it  is  affixed,  it  follows 
that  no  sign  or  form  of  words  can  be  appro- 
priated as  a  valid  trademark,  which,  from 
the  nature  of  the  fact  conveyed  by  its  pri- 
mary meaning,  others  may  employ  with 
equal  truth,  and  with  equal  right,  for  the 
name  purpose.  And  the  general  rule  is 
thoroughly  established  that  words  that  do 
not  in  and  of  themselves  indicate  anything 
in  the  nature  of  origin,  manufacture,  or 
ownership,  but  are  merely  descriptive  of  the 
place  where  an  article  is  manufactured  or 
produced,  cannot  be  monopolized  as  a  trade- 
mark." 

In  Laughman's  Appeal,  128  Pa.  1,  6 
L.R.A.  599,  18  Atl.  416,  the  court  remarked: 
"The  object  of  a  trademark  is  that  the  arti- 
cle to  which  it  is  attached  or  belongs  may 
be  distinguished  from  articles  of  a  similar 
kind,  and  thus  be  known  and  identified  in 
the  market;  its  purpose  is  to  indicate  the 
personal  origin  of  the  article  to  which  it  is 
applied,  or  the  source  from  which  it  comes." 

The  general  doctrine  has  been  frequently 
stated  that  a  geographical  name  in  common 
use,  designating  a  locality  or  place,  cannot 
be  made  the  subject  of  a  trademark.  It 
was  in  substance  so  stated  in  the  following 
cases:     Delaware  &  H.  Canal  Co.  v.  Clark, 

13  Wall.  311,  20  L.  ed.  581;  Amoskeag  Mfg. 
Co.  V.  Trainer,  101  U.  S.  51,  25  L.  ed.  993; 
(jo.dycar's  India  Rubber  Glove  Mfg.  Co.  v. 
Goodyear  Rubber  Co.  128  U.  S.  598,  32  L. 
ed.  535,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  166;  Brown  Chemi- 
cal Co.  V.  Meyer,  139  U.  R.  540,  35  L.  ed. 
247,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  625;  Columbia  Mill 
Co.  T.  Alcorn,  150  U.  S.  464,  37  L.  ed.  1144, 

14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  151 ;  Burton  v.  Stratton, 
12  Fed.  696;  Rumford  Chemical  Works  v. 
Mulh,  1  L.R.A.  44,  35  Fed.  524,  anpeal  dis- 
missed in  145  TJ.  S.  652,  36  L.  ed.  848,  12 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  987;  Brown  Chemical  Works 
v.  Stearns,  37  Fe<l.  301;  New  York  &  R. 
Cement  Co.  v.  Coplay  Cement  Co.  45  Fed. 
212;  Morgan  Envelope  Co.  v.  Walton,  30 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


C.  C.  A.  383,  58  U.  S.  App.  30,  86  Fed. 
605;  Continental  Ins.  Co.  v.  Continental 
Fire  Asso.  96  Fed.  840,  alTirmed  in  41  C.  C. 
A.  326,  101  Fed.  255;  Shaver  v.  Heller  & 
M.  Mfg.  Co.  65  L.R.A.  878,  48  C.  C.  A. 
48,  108  Fed.  821;  Draper  v.  Skerrett,  llfi 
Fed.  206;  Allen  B.  Wrisley  Co.  v.  Iowa 
Soap  Co.  69  C.  C.  A.  50,  122  Fed.  79«: 
Candee  t.  Deere,  64  III.  439,  5  Am.  Rep. 
125;  Connell  r.  Reed,  128  Mass.  477.  S-t 
Am.  Rep.  397;  Smith  t.  Walker,  57  Mich. 
466,  22  K.  W.  267,  24  N.  W.  830,  20  X.  W. 
783;  Cincinnati  Vici  Shoe  Co.  t.  Cincinnati 
Shoe  Co.  7  Ohio  N.  P.  135;  Glendon  Iron 
Co.  V.  Uhler,  76  Pa.  467,  15  Am.  Rep.  599; 
Cady  V.  Schultz,  19  R.  I.  193,  29  L.K.A. 
624,  61  Am.  St.  Rep.  763,  32  Atl.  915; 
Telephone  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Sumter  Teleph.  Mfg. 
Co.  03  S.  C.  313,  41  S.  E.  322. 

Where  a  trademark,  in  its  original  .signifi- 
cation, or  by  association,  distinctly  points 
to  the  original  or  ownership  of  the  article 
to  which  it  is  applied,  it  will  be  protected. 
Cut  where  it  is  a  generic  or  geographical 
name,  designating  a  city  or  district  of  coun- 
try, or  is  merely  descriptive  of  the  article 
manufactured,  and  which  pan  be  employed 
with  truth  by  other  manufacturers,  it  is  not 
entitled  to  legal  protection  as  a  trademark. 
Dunbar  t.  Glenn,  42  Wis.  118,  24  Am.  Rep. 
395. 

The  foregoing  cases,  however,  as  a  rule, 
considered  the  use  of  a  geographical  name 
in  a  descriptive  or  generic  sense,  and  did  not 
have  presented  possible  exceptions  to  the 
general  rule.  Jt  is  noteworthy,  however, 
that  the  ease  of  Delaware  ft  II.  Canal  Co. 
v.  Clark,  supra,  has  so  influenced  the  Fed- 
eral decisions  that  generally  those  courts 
have  denied  the  right,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  make  a  geographical  name  the 
subject  of  a  trademark  or  tradcnsme,  but 
have  in  proper  cases  protected  such  a  name 
from  simulation  on  the  ground  of  unfair 
competition.  The  Federal  decisions  are  also 
undoulitedly  influenced  by  the  Federal  laws, 
denying  the  right  to  register  a  geographical 
name  as  a  trademark.  This  latter  quesition 
is  not  included  in  the  note.  As  will  be  here- 
after shown,  the  English  courts  and  nl"^t 
of  the  state  courts  passing  upon  the  ques- 
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T.  Banliam  [1806]  A.  C.  109,  25  Eng.  Rul. 
{'a».  193.  So,  the  name  of  a  person  may  be- 
come M>  associated  with  bis  goods  that  one 
of  the  same  name  coming  into  the  business 
Uter  will  not  be  allowed  to  use  even  his  own 
name  without  distinguishing  bis  wares, 
ilrinsmead  v.  Brinsmead,  13  Times  L.  R.  3; 
lii^daway  V.  Banhara  [189U]  A.  C.  190,  210, 
a  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  193.  See  Singe/  Hfg.  Co. 
V.  June  .Mfg.  Co.  103  U.  S.  IGO,  204,  41  L. 
(^1.  118,  131,  IG  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1002;  AUegret- 
ti  <  bocolate  Cream  Co.  v.  Keller  (C.  C.)  8.5 
Fed.  643.  And  so,  we  doubt  not,  may  a  geo- 
graphical name  acquire  a  similar  association 
with  a  similar  elTcct.  Montgomery  t.  Thomp- 
vin  [1891]  A.  C.  217.  Whatever  might  liave 
l>i>i>n  the  doubts  some  years  ago,  we  think 
that  now  it  is  pretty  well  settled  that  the 


plaintilT,  merely  on  the  strength  of  having 
been  first  in  the  field,  may  put  later  comers 
to  the  trouble  of  taking  such  reasonable  pre- 
cautions as  are  commercially  practical  to 
prevent  their  lawful  nam^s  and  advertise- 
ments from  deceitfully  diverting  the  plain- 
tiff's custom."  In  that  case  defendant  was 
enjoined  from  placing  "Waltham"  or 
"Waltham,  Mass.,"  on  its  watch  plates. 

In  Viano  v.  Baccigalupo,  183  Mass.  160, 
67  N.  E.  641,  the  plaintiff  had  been  carrying 
on  the  business  of  roasting  peanuts  some 
years  on  Fulton  street,  under  the  name 
"Boston  Peanut  Roasting  Company,"  when 
defendant  engaged  in  the  same  business  on 
the  same  street,  under  the  name  "Boston 
Trade  Peanut  Roasting  Company,"  and  the 
court,  in  granting  the  relief  prayed,  said: 


tion,  under  various  conditions,  recognize  a 
jiniprietary  right  in  a  geographical  name  as 
*  trademark,  and  protect  it  as  such. 

— when  used  in  descriptive  sense. 

It  is,  however,  generally  recognized  that 
^Mi^aphical  words,  or  names  whieh  de- 
-cribe  the  product  or  ware  to  which  they 
«re  applied  by  indicating  its  kind,  quality, 
or  ingredients,  may  not  be  exclusively  ap- 
propriated as  a  trademark.  If  they  in- 
iicate  these,  they  are  not  subjecft  to 
be  used  for  a  trademark,  although  they 
may  also  indicate  the  particular  pro- 
duction, origin,  or  ownership  of  the  article. 
riiv  purpose  of  a  trademark  is  to  indicate 
the  latter  only,  and  if  it  indicates  the  form- 
er also,  it  cannot  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
valid  trademark,  at  least  as  against  others 
vho  may  also  truthfully  and  honestly  use 
it  to  describe  the  same  or  similar  articles, 
"rdinarily,  words  which  express  the  fact  or 
facts  may  be  honestly  used  by  anyone  for 
iliat  purpose,  and  no  one  is  entitled  to  make 
the  rxcltuive  use  of  them  as  a  trademark 
for  his  product,  as  against  others  honestly 
using  them  for  the  purpose  of  describing 
thi"  character,  kind,  and  quality  of  a 
Hmilar  product.  See  preceding  list  of 
(■a>cs.  Also  Evans  T.  Von  Laer,  32  Fed. 
153;  Osgood  v.  Allen,  Holmes,  185,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  10,603;  Eggers  t.  Hink,  63  Cal.  445,  49 
Am.  Rep.  96;  Burke  v.  Cassin,  46  Cal.  467, 
13  Am.  Rep.  204 ;  Calm  v.  Hoffman  House, 
'  Misc.  461,  28  N.  Y.  Supp.  388;  Wolfe  v. 
•i'mlard,  18  How.  Pr.  64;  Blackwell  v. 
Wright,  73  N.  C.  310;  Bulloch  v.  Gray,  19 
Jonm.  of  Jurisp.  218,  cited  in  Sebastian, 
Trademarks,  58 ;  Watt  v.  O'Hanlon,  4  P. 
R-  1,  cited  in  Sebastian,  Trademarks,  59; 
Rushy  Portland  Cement  Co.  v.  Rugby  &.  N. 
Portland  Cement  Co.  9  P.  R.  46,  cited  in 
Haitian,  Trademarks,  74. 

In  Osgood  T.  Allen,  supra,  the  court  re- 
in«rked  that  geographical  namos  which 
point  to  only  the  place  of  production,  and 
oot  the  producer,  cannot  be  exclusively  ap- 
Pfopriated  for  ft  trademark,  as  they  pre- 
vmt  others  from  using  and  selling  articles 
produced  in  the  district  they  describe  under 
or  in  their  business  appellations. 
2«  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


This  distinction  was  made  in  Bulloch  t. 
tiray,  supra,  wherein  it  was  held  that  the 
geographical  term  "Loch  Katrine,"  when 
used  in  a  descriptive  sense  to  describe  water 
used  in  distilling  whiskey,  was  not  a  valid 
trademark. 

And  in  Eggers  v.  Hink,  supra,  the  court 
said  that  where  a  geographical  name  re- 
lated only  to  a  description  of  the  beverage 
dealt  in,  it  was  not  a  valid  trademark  and 
could  not  be  protected  as  such. 

In  Cahn  v.  Hoffman  House,  supra,  the 
court  refused  to  protect  against  infringe- 
ment the  words  "Maryland  Club  Rye 
Whiskey"  on  the  ground  that  they,  or  com- 
binations of  them,  were  in  common  use  in 
describing  a  particular  product.  Cahn  v. 
Gottschalk,  14  Daly,  542,  2  N.  Y.  Supp.  13, 
wlierein  the  same  words  were  protected  from 
infringement,  was  distinguished  on  the 
ground  that  the  decision  was  based  on  a 
finding  of  fact  that  the  inscription  of  the 
plaintiff's  label  was  an  arbitrary  desigiui- 
tion  of  a  particular  product  sold  or  manu-  > 
factured  by  the  plaintiff. 

No  person  can  acquire  a  right  to  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  words,  some  of  which  are 
geographically  descriptive  of  an  article  sold 
or  manufactured  by  them,  if  in  their  ordi- 
nary acceptation  they  designate  the  same 
or  similar  articles.  Burke  v.  Cassin  and 
Wolfe  V.  Goulard,  supra. 

So,  the  name  of  a  town,  where  different 
parties  are  engaged  in  a  competing  manu- 
facturing business,  cannot  be  exclusively  ap- 
propriated by  any  of  them  for  a  trademark. 
Blackwell  v.  Wright  and  Evans  v.  VonLaer, 
supra. 

— when   used   in   secondary  sense. 

As    stated,    there    are    many   exeeptions  r 
recognized  in  England  and  Canada,  and  by 
the  state  courts  of  this  country,  to  the  gen- 
eral rule  that  a  geographical  name  cannot 
be  made  the  subject  of  a  trademark. 

In  England  the  rule  seems  to  be  well 
settled  that  where  a  geographical  name  used 
as  a  trademark  has,  by  long  and  extensive 
use,  acquired  a  secondary  meaning,  such  use 
will  be  protected.  It  is  not,  however,  en- 
tirely clear  whether  this  protection  is  ac- 
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"The  defendant  has  a  right  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  roasting  peanuts  for  the  trade, 
and  to  carry  it  on  in  Fulton  street  in  Bos-, 
ton,  and  to  advertise  that  he  is  doing  so;  but 
he  has  no  right  in  making  those  advertise- 
ments to  steal  the  good  will  attaching  to 
plaintiffs'  personalty,  the  benefit  of  the  pub- 
lic's desire  to  have  their  peanuts  roasted  by 
(he  plaintiffs;"  and,  after  referring  to  some 
English  decisions:  "It  is  laid  down  in  those 
cases  that  where  the  sole  thing  on  which 
the  plaintiff  relies  for  relief  against  the 
defendant  is  a  word  common  to  the  public, 
.  as  in  case  of  a  geographical  name,  the  plain- 
tiff is  not  entitled  to  protection,  unless  he 
proves  that  the  name  has  been  so  exclusive- 
ly identified  with  bis  own  manufacture  as  to 
have  acquired  a  secondary  meaning,  as  was 


done  in  American  Waltham  Watch  Co.  t. 
United  States  Watch  Co.  173  Mass.  83,  43 
L.R.A.  826,  73  Am.  St.  Bep.  263,  53  N.  E. 
141;  but,  in  the  case  at  bar,  the  plaintiffs' 
right  to  protection  does  not  depend  on  the 
defendant's  having  adopted  a  similar  single 
word  alone,  but  on  the  combination  adopted 
by  the  defendant  of  the  business  name  of 
'Boston  Trade  Peanut  Roasting  Company,'  a 
name  almost  identical  with  the  plaintiffs' 
name  of  'Boston  Peanut  Boasting  Com- 
pany,' together  with  the  fact  that  the  busi- 
ness done  by  the  defendant  is  identically 
the  same,  and  that  the  defendant  has  select- 
ed a  place  of  business,  not  only  in  the  same 
city,  but  on  the  same  street.  That  justifies 
a  finding  that  the  action  of  the  defendant 
is  calculated  to  induce  the  public  to  trade 


corded  on  the  theory  that  the  name  is  a 
valid  trademark  or  tradename,  or  upon  the 
theory  that,  although  a  technical  trade- 
mark or  tradename  has  not  been  acquired, 
protection  will  be  accorded  the  name  used, 
analogous  to  that  accorded  in  cases  of  in- 
fringement of  technical  trademarks  or 
tradenames.  The  cases,  however,  usually 
speak  of  such  a  word  as  a  trademark  or 
tradename,  and  treat  it  as  such.  In  the 
following  cases  geographical  names  were 
thus  protected:  Bandall  v.  British  &  A. 
Shoe  Co.  [1002]  2  Ch.  354  (the  name 
"American"  as  applied  to  stores  exclusively 
selling,  at  retail,  American-made  shoes) ; 
Montgomery  v.  Thompson  [1891]  A.  C.  217 
(use  of  word  "Stone,"  name  of  hamlet,  to 
designate  beer  brewed  at  such  place) ; 
Badde  v.  Norman,  L.  R.  14  Eq.  348  (use  of 
word  "Leopoldstull"  to  designate  a  grade  of 
wine  made  from  vineyards  in  a  territory  of 
that  name) ;  M'Andrew  v.  Bassett,  10  Jur. 
N.  S.  402  (use  of  word  "Anatolia"  to  desig- 
nate licorice  imported  from  a  place  bearing 
that  name)  ;  Siegert  v.  Findlater,  L.  R.  7 
Ch.  Div.  801 ;  Seixo  v.  Provezcnde,  L.  R.  1 
Ch.  192  (use  of  word  "Seixo"  used  to  desig- 
nate wine  made  from  vineyards  in  a  lo- 
cality of  that  name)  ;  Birmingham  Vinegar 
Brewery  Co.  v.  Powell  [1897]  A.  C.  710 
(use  of  word  "Yorkshire"  to  designate  a 
certain  relish)  ;  Powell  v.  Birmingham 
Vinegar  Brewery  Co.  [1804]  3  Ch.  4-19 
(s.  c.  on  application  for  temporary  injunc- 
tion);  Powell  V.  McNulty,  cited  in  Se- 
bastian, Trademarks,  73  (same)  ;  Braham 
V.  Beachim,  L.  R.  7  Ch.  Div.  848  (use  of 
word  "Radstock  Collieries"  to  designate 
coal  taken  from  collieries  located  in  a 
parish  nataied  Readstock,  as  against  persons 
having  no  collieries  in  such  parish)  ; 
Wotherspoon  v.  Currie,  42  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S. 
130  (use  of  word  "Glenfield"  to  designate 
starch  manufactured  formerly  at  such 
place,  but  latterly  in  an  adjoining  town,  as 
against  a  person  manufacturing  starch  at 
such  place) ;  Rey  y.  Lecouturier  [1908]  2 
Ch.  715,  and  Grezier  v.  Autran,  13  P.  R.  1, 
cited  in  Sebastian,  Trademarks,  51  (use  of 
words  "LaGrando  Chartreuse"  to  designate 
champagne  formerly  made  in  a  monastery 
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bearing  that  name,  located  in  a  district  of 
that  name,  but  later  made  in  another 
place.  Blair  v.  Stock,  52  L.  T.  N.  S.  123 
("Strathmore,"  to  designate  whiskey) ; 
Saxlehner  v.  Apollinaris  Co.  [1897]  1  ch. 
893  ("Hunyadi,"  to  designate  mineral 
water). 

To  the  same  effect,  under  substantially 
the  same  state  of  facts,  is  Baglin  v.  Cusenier 
Co.  90  C.  Ci  A.  499, 164  Fed.  25  (protected  on 
theory  of  unfair  competition)  ;  North 
Cheshire  &  M.  Brewery  Co.  v.'  Manchester 
Brewery  O.  [1899]  A.  C.  83  (use  of  word 
"Manchester,"  the  name  of  a  city,  to  desig- 
nate beer  brewed  at  such  city,  protected  as 
against  others  also  brewing  beer  at  6ame 
city). 

On  this  subject,  in  Wotherspoon  v.  Currie, 
supra.  Lord  Westbury  said:  "I.ong  ante- 
cedently to  the  operations  of  the  defend- 
ant, the  word  'Glenfield'  had  acquired  a 
secondary  signification  or  meaning  in  con- 
nection with  a  particular  manufacture, — in 
short,  it  had  become  the  trade  denomina- 
tion of  the  starch  made  by  the  plaintiff. 
It  was  wholly  taken  out  of  its  ordinary 
meaning,  and  in  connection  with  starcli  had 
acquired  that  peculiar  secondary  significa- 
tion to  which  I  liave  referred.  Tlie  word 
'Cilenfield,'  therefore,  as  a  denomination  of 
starcli,  had  become  the  property  of  the 
plaintiff.  It  was  his  right  and  title  in  con- 
nection with  the  starch.  ...  I  have  no 
doubt,  therefore,  that  this  case  comes  with- 
in the  principle  on  which  the  jurisdiction 
is  founded, — the  principle  being  to  prevent 
<v  party  from  fraudulently  availing  himself 
of  the  trademark  of  another,  which  has  al- 
ready pb'ained  currency  and  value  in  the 
market,  by  whatever  means  he  may  devise 
for  the  purpose,  provided  the  means  are  de- 
vised in  order  to  give  him  a  colorable  title 
to  the  use  of  the  word,  and  provided  it  be 
shown  from  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
employed  those  means  that  his  object  was, 
from  the  beginning,  to  invai>  the  property 
of  the  plaintiff.  That  is  clearly  demon- 
strated in  the  present  case,  to  my  mind." 

A  distinction  between  the  right  to  acquire 
a  trademark  in  a  geographical  name,  which 
indicates  the  place  of  origin  or  manufacture 
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with  the   defendantt  under  the  belief  that 
it  wag  trading  with  the  plaintiiTs." 

In  French  Republic  t.  Saratoga  Vichy 
Spring  Co.  191  U.  S.  427,  435,  48  L.  ed.  247, 
252,  24  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  145,  146,  Mr.  Justice 
Brown  observed  that  "geographical  names 
often  acquire  a  secondary  signification  in- 
dicative not  only  of  the  place  of  manufac- 
ture or  production,  but  of  the  name  of  the 
manufacturer  or  producer  and  the  excel- 
lence of  the  thing  manufactured  or  pro- 
duced, which  enables  the  owner  to  assert  an 
exclusive  right  to  such  name  as  against 
everyone  not  doing  business  within  the  same 
geographical  limits,  and,  even  as  against 
them,  if  the  name  be  used  fraudulently 
for  the  purpose  of  misleading  buyers  as  to 
the  actual  origin  of  the  thing  produced,  or 


of  palming  off  the  productions  of  one  person 
as  those  of  anotlier."  And  Judge  Lurton,  in 
Computing  Scale  Co.  t.  Standard  Computing 
Scale  Co.  55  C.  C.  A.  459,  118  Fed.  966, 
stated  the  doctrine  with  conciseness:  "When 
the  word  is  incapable  of  becoming  a  valid 
trademark,  because  descriptive  or  geographi- 
cal, yet  has  by  use  come  to  stand  for  a  par- 
ticular maker  or  vendor,  its  use  by  another 
in  this  secondary  sense  will  be  restrained  as 
unfair  and  fraudulent  competition,  and  its 
use  in  its  primary  or  common  sense  confined 
in  such  a  way  as  will  prevent  a  probable  de- 
ceit by  enabling  one  maker  or  vendor  to  sell 
his  article  as  the  product  of  another."  See 
Elgin  Nat.  Watch  Co.  v.  Illinois  Watch  Case 
Co.  179  U.  S.  665,  45  L.  ed.  365,  21  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  270;  Pillsbury-Waihburn  Flour  Mills 


of  an  article,  and  the  use  of  such  a  term  to 
express  a  secondary  meaning,  is  pointed  out 
by  Burton,  J.  A.,  in  Rose  v.  McLean  Pub. 
Co.  24  Ont.  App.  Rep.  240.  On  this  question 
he  said:  "The  dicta  to  be  found  in.  the 
books  upon  this  subject  are  not  very  satis- 
factory, and  some  of  them,  perhaps,  not  al- 
together consistent;  but  the  cases  in.which 
the  question  has  generally  arisen  have  re- 
lated to  the  products  or  manufactured 
articles  of  a  particular  country  or  di%^rict, 
and,  speaking  generally,  a  geographical 
description  as  applied  to  an  article  so  made 
or  sold,  which  may  be  applied  truthfully  by 
other  makers  or  dealers,  cannot  usually  be 
regarded  as  entitled  to  protection  as  a 
trademark.  The  reason  of  the  rule  is  this, 
that  a  generic  name  is  not  to  be  used  in 
reference  to  such  an  article,  where  every 
person  residing  within  the  particular  place 
or  district  is  equally  entitled  to  its  use,  the 
design  of  the  law  being  not  to  foster  mo- 
nopolies. In  such  cases,  therefore,  it  would 
be  necessary  ...  to  show  that  it  had 
acquired  a  secondary  meaning;  that  in  con- 
ni'vtion  with  the  particular  manufacture,  in 
other  words,  it  had  become  the  trade  de- 
nomination of  the  article  made;  but  where 
a  name,  though  generic  and  geographical, 
does  not  indicate  the  composition  or  quality 
of  the  specific  article  to  which  it  is  up- 
plied,  or  the  particular  country  or  district 
where  produced  or  manufactured,  the  rule 
does  not  apply.  There  is  a  difference  be- 
tween the  rules  in  England  and  America 
upon  the  subject,  even  as  regards  goods; 
in  England,  if  the  court  finds  from  the  evi- 
dence that  the  geographical  name  used  as  a 
trademark  has,  by  long  and  extensive  use, 
acquired  a  secondary  meaning,  that  use  will 
be  protected." 

And  in  McAndrew  v.  Bassett,  4  DeG.  J. 
t  S.  380,  the  court  said  that  while  property 
in  geographical  words  could  not  be  had  for 
■all  purposes,  yet  property  in  such  a  word, 
when  applied  by  way  of  a  stamp  upon  a 
particular  vendible  article,  such  as  a  stick 
of  licorice,  existed  the  moment  the  article 
went  into  the  market  so  stamped,  and  ob- 
tained acceptance  and  reputation  whereby 
the  stamp  gets  currency  as  an  indication  of 
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superior  quality,  or  gome  other  circum- 
stances rendering  the  article  stamped  ac- 
ceptable to  the  public. 

So,  in  Gage-Downs  Co.  v.  Featherbone 
Corset  Co.  83  Fed.  213,  Severens,  J.,  said: 
"The  use  of  the  name  of  a  place  may,  under 
circumstances,  be  such  as  to  denote  to  the 
eye  and  mind  of  the  public  the  name  of  the 
person  who  has,  perhaps,  by  long-continued 
business  in  that  place,  or  long  appropria- 
tion of  that  name,  and  being  the  only  per- 
son there  who  has  thus  appropriated  and 
used  that  name,  produced  goods  which  have 
gained  their  favor.  In  such  circumstances 
the  name  of  the  place  may  acquire  a 
secondary  signification,  and  become,  instead 
of  denoting  the  place  where  the  goods  are 
manufactured,  a  mark  denoting  the  manu- 
facturer, and  in  such  case,  and  in  the 
circumstance  where  the  name  has  thus 
acquired  a  secondary  signification,  a  party 
may  use  it,  and  may  be  entitled,  possibly, 
to  its  exclusive  use.  In  such  a  case  it  de- 
pends entirely  upon  the  proof,  and,  if  it  ap- 
pears that  the  name  is  used  for  the  purpose 
of  denoting  the  place  where  the  goods  are 
made, — if  this  is  the  primary  object, — then 
it  is  not  subject  to  be  appropriated  by  any 
one  person  resident  there.  All  other  resi- 
dents have  the  like  privilege  of  use.  But,  if 
the  circumstances  of  ^the  case  show  clearly 
that  the  use  of  that  name  is  a  means  of 
appropriating  the  business  advantages,  good 
will,  and  tradename  of  the  complainant, 
that  is  not  lawful." 

On  the  same  subject,  in  Clinton  Metallic 
Paint  Co.  v.  New  York  Metallic  Paint  Co. 
23  Misc.  66,  ,50  N.  Y.  Supp.  437,  Judge 
Gaynor  remarked  that  it  was  not  quite 
true  to  state  the  rule  to  be  that  the  name 
of  a  place  or  country  may  not  be  appropri- 
ated for  a  trademark,  and  added:  "It  may 
be  so  appropriated,  but  not  exclusively.  A 
trademark  may  be  wholly  exclusive,  or  of 
any  lesser  degree  of  exdusiveness.  The 
prior  appropriation  of  the  name  of  a  place 
or  country  for  a -product  or  ware  of  that 
place  or  country  is  not  good  against  an- 
other ofl°ering  for  sale  a  similar  product  or 
ware  of  the  same  place  or  country.  Such 
prior    appropriation    is    good    against   one 
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Co.  V.  Eagle,  41  L.n.A.  302,  30  C.  C.  A. 
386,  58  U.  S.  App.  490,  80  Fed.  608;  Miskell 
T.  Prokop,  68  Neb.  028,  79  N.  W.  652, 
turned  on  the  evidence. 

The  right  to  be  protected  in  the  use  of  a 
geographical  or  descriptive  name  does  not 
depend  upon  a  proprietary  right  therein  or 
an  exclusive  right  to  its  use.  It  is  enough  if 
such  name  or  description  is  so  employed  in 
connection  with  other  words  of  designation 
as  to  particularly  identify  the  manufacturer 
or  tradesman  or  his  business.  When  thus 
identified,  and,  through  advertising  or  long 
application,  a  business  has  been  established 
under  that  name,  another  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  pirate  upon  the  good  will  of  the 


proprietor's  customers  l.nd  patrons  by  sail- 
ing under  his  flag  without  his  authority  or 
consent.  The  theory  on  which  the  use  of 
geographical  or  simple  descriptive  names  is 
not  protected  is  that  to  do  so  would  g  ve  a 
monopoly  in  the  sale  of  goods  even  of  those 
other  than  produced  by  the  p?rs3n  doing 
business  thereunder,  and  the  public  would  be 
injured  thereby,  instead  of  being  protected. 
Moreover,  in  such  a  case  the  name  of  the 
business,  when  assumed  by  another,  is  truth- 
ful, and  not  calculated  to  deceive;  but  the 
name  under  which  plaintiff  was  doing  busi- 
ness was  not  one  usually  or  customarily  em- 
ployed in  the  description  of  a  particular 
trade  or  occupation.     On  the  contrary,  it 


using  said  name  for  a  product  or  ware  not 
of  such  place  or  country.  Sucli  a  name  may 
also  be  exclusively  appropriated  as  a  mere 
arbitrary  or  fanciful  name  for  an  article 
generally  known  not  to  be  of  such  place  or 
country,  and  not  represented  to  be  such, 
against  every  person  subsequently  offering 
a  similar  article,  except  such  article  be  of 
such  place  or  country.  One  so  using  such  a 
name  arbitrarily  or  fancifully  may  only 
have  another  restrained  from  using  it  in  the 
same  way,  but  not  from  using  it  truthfully, 
vig.,  in  its  actual  meaning." 

In  Newman  v.  Alvord,  49  Barb.  688,  af- 
firmed in  51  N.  Y.  189,  10  Am.  Rep.  588, 
'  it  was  said  that  where  one  person,  by  means 
of  superior  skill,  intelligence,  and  industry, 
has  created  a  valuable  trade  for  his  goods 
or  wares  in  the  market,  and  identified  such 
trade  by  a  geographical  term,  tjie  party  who 
simulates  that  term  for  the  purpose  of  di- 
verting or  securing  the  trade  to  himself,  is 
guilty  of  a  double  fraud  upon  the  person 
creating  the  trade,  and  also  upon  the 
public,  and  added:  "The  man  who  goes 
upon  the  market  in  that  manner,  sub- 
stantially represents  that  the  goods  or 
wares  which  he  offers  for  sale  are  those 
of  the  person  who  first  secured  the  public 
confidence  for  them.  And  the  act  em- 
bodies all  the  essential  elements  of  fraud." 

In  the  same  case  on  appeal,  51  N.  Y.  189, 
10  Am.  Rep.  588,  the  doctrine  was  assert- 
ed that  a  geographical  name  was  a  valid 
trademark  as  against  an  infringer  who 
could  not  truthfully  use  it,  although  tlie 
exclusive  use  of  the  word  could  not  be 
acquired  as  against  anyone  who  could 
truthfully  use  it.  Applying  this  doctrine, 
it  was  held  that  the  word  "Akron,"  used  to 
designate  cement  manufactured  at  a  place 
of  that  name,  was  a  valid  trademark  as 
against  a  manufacturer  of  cement  in  an- 
other place  who  attempted  to  make  use  of 
the  name  on  his  cement  in  order  to  increase 
his  sales  and  to  deceive  the  purchasing  pub- 
lic as  to  the  origin  and  quality  of  his 
cement. 

Although  not  in  point  as  to  the  facts, 
the  doctrine  was  stated  in  Koehler  v.  Sand- 
ers, 122  N.  Y.  65,  9  L.R.A.  676,  25  N.  E. 
235,  that  there  are  cases  where  the  right 
to  use  a  geographical  name  to  designate  a 
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product  is  so  qualifledly  exclusive  that  the 
right  ta  protection  of  its  use  against  in- 
fringement by  others  rests  upon  the  ground 
that  such  use  by  them  is  an  untrue  or  de- 
ceptive representation,  and  it  was  added 
that  this  rule  was  applicable  to  a  geograph- 
ical name  designating  a  locality  or  district, 
and  which  had  been  adopted  by  one  as  a 
trademark,  and  afterwards  deceptively  used 
by  another  upon  a  similar  article. 

— when  used  arbitrarily  or  fancifully. 

Another  exception  to  the  general  rule 
that  a  geographical  name  cannot  be  made 
the  subject  of  a  trademark  is  that  where 
such  a  name  is  not  descriptive  or  generic, 
but  is  chosen  arbitrarily  and  fancifully,  it 
may  properly  be  used  for  a  trademark. 
No  valid  argument  has  been  advanced  why 
a  geographical  name  cannot  be  made  the 
subject  of  a  trademark  where  it  is  chosen 
arbitrarily  or  fancifully,  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  indicating  the  quality  of  the 
article,  the  place  of  manufacture,  or  the 
territory  where  produced,  and,  aside  from 
the  Federal  courts,  it  is  generally  held  that 
under  such  circumstances  a  geographical 
name  may  be  used  for  a  trademark.  Walter 
Baker  &  Co.  v.  Baker,  77  Fed.  181,  ap- 
peal dismissed  in  27  C.  C.  A.  390,  42  I'.  S. 
App.  654,  83  Fed.  3  ("German"  to  designate 
brand  of  chocolate ) ;  Re  Green,  8  Off.  Gar. 
729,  cited  in  Sebastian,  Trademarks,  60 
{"German,"  for  syrup  and  a  medicine) ;  Rp 
Cornwall,  12  Off.  Gaz.  312  ("Dublin,"  to 
designate  soap  manufactured  in  its  coun- 
try) ;  Ex  parte  Dover  Stamping  Co.  51  Off. 
<>az.  1784,  cited  in  Sebastian,  Trademarks, 
70  ("Dovu,"  to  designate  manufactured 
articles)  ;  Ex  parte  Jenkins,  53  Off.  Gaz. 
759  ("Vienna,"  to  designate  flour);  Kx 
parte  Mississippi  Gla^s  Co.  64  Off.  Gaz.  713 
("Florentine"  to  designate  plate  gl;is3) ; 
Ex  parte  Indiana  Bicycle  Co.  72  Off.  Gaz. 
1654  ("Waverly,"  to  designate  bicycles); 
Ex  parte  Hampden  Watch  Co.  81  Oif.  Gaz. 
1282  ("Menlo  Park,"  to  designate  manu- 
factured article)  ;  Metcalfe  v.  Brand,  86  Ky. 
331,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  282,  5  S.  W.  773;  Inter- 
national Cheese  Co.  v.  Phenix  Cheese  Co. 
118  App.  Div.  499,  103  N.  Y.  Supp.  362 
("Philadelphia  Cream  Cheese");    Cahn  v. 
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wu  a  eombinalion  of  a  word  of  such  aignifl- 
rance  with  aiiutlier  without  deSnite  mean- 
ing, in  connection  with  that  of  the  locality. 
Had  the  name  been  "Sioux  City  Tannery," 
ihe  autnoritiea  cited  by  appellant  would 
have  been  more  in  point.  Aa  it  ia,  the  name 
<loes  not  aignify  the  nature  of  the  buaineas 
ia  ita  entirety,  and  haa  in  ita  combination 
•ufficiency  of  originality  to  entitle  the  plain- 
tiff to  protection  againat  ita  uae  by  another 
Kith  the  evident  deaign  thereby  of  encroach- 
ing on  the  buaineaa  already  built  up  at 
iirrat  coat  in  advertiaing,  in  labor,  and  aa- 
{.tcity.  See  W.  R.  Lynn  Shoe  Co.  v.  Auburn- 
Lynn  Shoe  Co.  100  Me.  401,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
m  6-2  Atl.  499. 


It  ia  aaid,  however,  th&t  even  thoug'.i  tlie 
name  in  ita  preaent  form  might  not  tie  used 
by  defendant,  the  court  ahould  have  directed 
tbat  it  might  be  retained  if  accompanied  by 
an  explanation  which  would  avoid  decep- 
tion. No  such  relief  was  prayed  by  defend- 
ant. The  only  issue  was  as  to  the  propriety 
of  employing  the  particular  name,  and  for 
this  reason  there  waa  no  occaaion  to  travel 
outside  of  the  issues  and  suggest  a  satiafuc- 
tory  method  of  enabling  the  public  to  dia- 
crirainate  between  two.  See  Atlaa  Aasur. 
Co.  V.  Atlas  Ina.  Co.  138  Iowa,  228,  15 
L.n.A.(N.S.)  623,  128  Am.  St' Rep.  189, 
112  N.  W.  232,  114  N.  W.  609. 

Affirmed. 


liuttschalk,  14  Daly,  542,  2  N.  Y.  Supp.  13 
'"Maryland  Club  Rye  Whiakey") ;  Lea  v. 
Wolf,  1  Thomp.  &  C.  628  ("Worceater- 
shire  Sauce")  ;  Lauferty  v.  Wheeler,  63 
How.  Pr.  488,  11  Daly,  194  ("Alderney," 
to  designate  oleomargarine)  ;  Reeder  v. 
Brodt,  4  Ohio  N.  P.  265  ("American  Cold 
Japan") ;  Societe  Anonyme  v.  MicaldVitch, 
Ml  Ohio  Dec  Reprint,  95  ("Benedictine,"  to 
(If-ii^ate  liquor) ;  Hine  v.  Lart,  10  Jur. 
lUti  ("Ethopian,"  to  designate  a  grade  of 
iK'iiery)  ;  Hirst  v.  Denham,  L.  R.  14  £q. 
H2  ("Turin,"  "Sifton,"  "Leopold,"  "Liver- 
pool," to  designate  patterns  of  cloth) ;  Re 
Trademark  Alpine,  L.  R.  29  Ch.  Div.  877 
("Alpine,"  to  designate  grade  of  cotton 
rioth)  criticized  in  Re  Van  Duzer,  L.  R.  34 
Cb.  Div.  623:  Radde  v.  Kormnn,  L.  R.  14  Eq. 
348  ( "Leopoldatull,"  name  of  wine)  ;  Mont- 
jumery  v.  Thompson,  64  L.  T.  N.  S.  749; 
Armstrong  v.  Raynes,  N.  B.  Eq.  Cas.  144 
'"Creenhead")  ;  M'Andrew  v.  Bassett,  10 
■lur.  N.  S.  492  ("Anatolia  Liquorice") ; 
Bewlay  ft  Co.  v.  Hughes,  15  P.  R.  290,  cited 
in  Sebastian,  Trademarka,  73  ("Flor  de 
Uiudigul,"  to  deaignate  cigars).  To  the 
«anie  effect  as  to  the  term  "Taylor's  Persian 
Thread"  are  Taylor  v.  Carpenter,  11  Paige, 
-"^i.  42  Am.  Dec.  114,  affirmed  in  2  Sandf. 
111.  603;  and  Taylor  v.  Taylor,  23  I*  J.  Ch. 
-N.  S.  255. 

And  see  also  Dennison  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Tliomaa 
Mfg.  Co.  94  Fed.  651,  which  holda  that  the 
t?rm  "American  Expreas,"  used  to  desig- 
nate a  sealing  wax,  is  a  valid  trademark. 

But  see  to  the  contrary  Lea  v.  Deakin,.  11 
Bi».  23,  Fed.  Cas.  No.'  8,154  ("Worceater- 
ihire,"  to  designate  a  table  sauce)  ;  Snod- 
mn  T.  Welle,  11  Mo.  App.  590  ("Vienna," 
to  designate  bread) . 

The  doctrine  was  stated  by  Daniela,  J.,  in 
Nrnman  v.  Alvord,  49  Barb.  588,  affirmed 
in  51  N.  Y.  189,  10  Am.  Rep.  688,  that  "any 
■nrailier  of  the  community  whoae  intereats 
ud  business  may  be  promoted  by  doing  so 
'bonld  be  at  liberty  to  apply  even  names 
and  words  in  common  use  <>o  the  producta  of 
bii  induatry,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  indi- 
este  their  origin  or  particular  manufacture, 
*liere  such  application  will  not  intrench 
'ipon  and  be  in  no  way  included  in  their 
ow  by  the  public.  By  doing  so,  the  rights 
of  no  member  of  the  'community  can  be  in 
M  L.R.A(X.S.) 


any  manner  infringed,  and  no  public  incon- 
venience whatever  can  be  occasioned  by  it. 
The  public  will  still  be  left  at  full  liberty 
to  use  such  words  fr  terms  as  they  were 
used  before;  while  for  a  special  purpose,  a 
new  blTice  or  purpose  may  be  imposed  upon 
them.  In  caaea  of  that  description  no  great- 
er inconvenience  or  embarrassment  can  be 
found  in  protecting  parties  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  new  use  or  purpose  ingrafted  upon 
a  popular  term,  than  has  been  found  in 
extending  that  protection  to  the  case  of  a 
Word  created  for  the  occasion." 

On  the  same  subject,  in  Sanders  v.  Utt,  16 
Mo.  App.  322,  the  court  aaid :  "To  say  that 
a  geographical  name  can  never  be  used  in 
proprietary  right  as  a  trademark,  states 
the  rule  far  too  broadly.  When  such  a 
name  is  employed  in  connection  with  the 
place  of  manufacture  or  production,  no 
person  manufacturing  or  producing  at  that 
place  can  monopolize  it  against  other  per- 
sons manufacturing  or  producing  at  the 
same  place."  After  also  pointing  out  an- 
other exception  to  this  general  rule,  being 
the  right  to  the  use  of  th,e  name  of  a  place 
by  one  located  at  such  place  as  against  an- 
other not  located  at  such  place,  the  court 
continued:  "There  is  yet  another  class  of 
cases  in  which  proprietary  rights  may  be 
acquired  in  a  geographical  name.  This  oc- 
curs when  the  name  is  used,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  indicating  a  particular  locality  as 
in  any  way  connected  with  the  business, 
but  only  as  a  fancy  designation,  adopted  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  distinguishing  the 
factory,  or  its  business,  or-  the  particular 
persons  engaged  therein,  from  all  other 
institutions  or  persons  idcntilied  with  the 
aame  purauit." 

Where  the  uae  of  a  geographical  name, 
such  as  "Vienna,"  as  a  mark  for  bread 
manufactured,  is  purely  arbitrary,  and  in 
no  manner  descriptive  either  of  the  in- 
gredients or  quality  of  the  article,  a  Talid 
trademark  may  be  had  therein  which  will 
be  protected  against  infringement.  Fleisch- 
mann  v.  Schuckmann,  62  How.  Pr.  92. 

4 — to  designate  natural  product. 

The  right  of  one  member  of  a  locality 
obtaining  a  product  therefrom,  to  the  ex- 
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elusive  use-  of  the  name  of  such  locality  to 
designate  the  product,  as  against  the  right 
of  others  obtaining  a  similar  pro:iuct  from 
lue  same  locality  to  similarly  designate  it, 
is  generally  denied.  Delaware  &  11.  Canal 
Co.  V.  Clark,  13  Wall.  311,  20  L.  ed.  5S1 ; 
Uenesee  Salt  Co.  v.  Burnap,  20  C.  C.  A.  27, 
43  U.  S.  App.  243,  73  Fed.  818;  New  York 
&  R.  Cement  Co.  v.  Coplay  Cement  Co.  45 
Fed.  212;  Hoyt  v.  J.  T.  Lovctt  Co.  31 
L.R.A.  44,  17  C.  C.  A.  C52,  39  U.  S.  App. 
3,  71  f*ed.  173;  Gabriel  v.  Sic  lian  As^ibalt 
Paving  Co.  44  App.  U.v.  033,  50  N.  Y.  bupp. 
30;  Clinton  Metallic  Paint  Co.  v.  New 
York  Metallic  Paint  Co.  23  Misc.  CO,  50  N. 
Y.  Supp.  437;  Laugliman's  Appeal,  128  Pa. 
1,  6  L.R.A.  599,  18  Atl.  415;  Young  v. 
Macrae,  9  Jur.  322 ;  Montgoraerie  v.  Donald, 
11  Ct.  Sess.  Cas.  4  th  series,  606,  cited  in 
Sebastian,  Trademarks,  6. 

The  name  of  a  town  wher*  different 
parties  are  engaged  in  a  competing  manu- 
facturing business  cannot  be  exclusively 
appropriated  by  any  of  them  for  a  trade- 
mark. Blackwell  v.  Wright,  73  N.  C.  310 
("Durham,"  to  designate  tobacco.) 

No  one  can  apply  a  geographical  name  to 
a  well-known  article  of  commerce,  and  ob- 
tain thereby  such  an  exclusive  right  to  its 
use  as  to  prevent  others  -inhabiting  that  dis- 
trict or  locality,  manufacturing  similar 
articles,  from  also  using  such  name  to 
designate  the  place  of  manufacture.  Evans 
V.  Vonf^aer,  32  Fed.   153. 

In  Clinton  Metallic  Paint  Co.  v.  New 
Y^ork  Metallic  Paint  Co.  supra,  the  words 
"Clinton  Hematite  Bed,"  being  the  name  of 
iron  ore  takeq  from  mines  located  at  a 
place  bearing  that  name,  were  held  not  to 
be  subject  to  use  as  a  trademark  to  desig- 
nate such  ore,  as  against  others  mining  or 
handling  the  same  grade  of  ore  from  the 
same  locality. 

The  name  of  a  place  (a  coal  field),  when 
applied  to  its  own  natural  product,  must 
be  taken  in  its  geographical  sense-,  and 
hence  it  cannot  be  ussd  as  a  tradename  to 
designate  sucli  product  by  an  owner  or  pro- 
ducer, to  the  e.Yclusion  of  other  owners  or 
producers  of  like  products  at  the  same 
place.    Laugliman's  Appeal,  supra. 

But'  the  fact  that  an  importer  of  wine 
imports  same  from  vineyards  located  in  a 
place  by  the  name  of  "Seixo"  docs  not  justi- 
fy him  in  adopting  a  device  or  brand,  using 
that  word  in  such  a  way  as  would  be  like- 
ly to  lead  the  public  when  purchasing  such 
wine  to  suppose  that  they  were  purchasing 
wine  produced  in  the  vineyards  of  another 
in  that  locality,  who  has  a  prior  and  su- 
perior right  to  the  use  of  that  word. 
Seixo  V.  Provezende,  L.  R.  1  Ch.  192. 

As  against  the  use  of  such  name  by  a  non- 
resident of  a  locality,  to  designate  a  product 
of  some  other  and  dilTeront  territory,  a 
resident  using  the  name  to  designate  either 
a  manufactured  product  or  a  natural  prod- 
uct of  the  territory  is  entitled  to  the  ex- 
clusive use  thereof  as  a  trademark. 
Southern  White  Lead  Co.  v.  Gary,  25  Fed. 
125  ("Southern"  and  "St.  Louis,"  to  des'g 
nste  white  lead)  ;  Southern  White  Lead  Co. 
ee  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


V.  Coit,  39  Fed.  492  ("St  Louis,"  to  d:s-g- 
nate  wfiite  lead) ;  Cleveland  Stone  Co.  v. 
Wallace,  52  Fed.  431  ("Quinnebog,  '•West- 
ern Red  Ends,"  "Lake  Huron,"  to  designate 
scythe  stones) ;  Newman  v,  Alvord,  51  N.  Y. 
lt>9,  10  Am.  Rep.  588;  Dunnachie  v.  Young, 
10  Sc.  Sess.  Cas.  4th  series,  874,  cited  in  Se- 
bastian, Trademarks,  5  ( "Glenborg,"  to 
designate  brick  made  from  clay  taken  from  a 
certain  territory)  ;  Lochgelly  Co.  v.  Lumph- 
innans  Iron  Co.  0  Ct.  Sess.  Cas.  4th  series, 
482,  cited  in  Sebastian,  Trademarks,  6 
("Lochgelly,"  to  designate  coal  taken  from 
certain  collieries)  ;  IJraham  v.  Beachim,  L. 
U.  7  Ch.  Div.  848  ("Kadstock,"  to  designate 
coal  from  certain  collieries) ;  Southern  t. 
Reynolds,  12  L.  T.  N.  S.  75  (term  "South- 
ern's Brosely  Pipes,"  to  designate  pipes 
made  at  Brosely)  ;  Davis  v.  Tvlpr,  Jesse!, 
M.  R.  (1879),  cited  in  Sebastian,  Trade- 
marks, 6  ("Ferndale"  to  designate  coal). 

In  Gebbie  v.  Stitt,  82  Hun,  93,  31  N.  Y. 
Supp.  102,  appeal  dismissed  without  opin- 
ion in  148  N.  Y.  732,  42  N.  E.  723,  the  name 
"Deer  River,"  used  to  designate  plows 
formerly  manufactured  at  a  town  bearing 
that  name,  but  later  manufactured  at  a 
different  place,  was  considered  a  tradename, 
and  as  such  protected  against  infringement, 
by  the  use  thereof  for  the  same  purpose,  by 
a  subsequent  manufacturer  of  plows  located 
at  Deer  River,  llie  court  said  that  "the 
name  of  a  place  may  be  adopted  and  used 
as  a  trademark.  The  right  of  protection 
against  an  infringement  upon  such  use  is 
not  necessarily  dependent  upon  a  pro- 
prietary right  in  it,  or  the  exclusive  right  to 
its  use,  but  when  another  resorts  to  the 
use  of  it  fraudulently,  as  an  artifice  or 
contrivance  to  represent  his  goods  or  busi- 
ness as  that  of  the  person  so  previously 
using  it,  and  to  induce  the  public  to  so  be- 
lieve, the  court  may,  as  against  him,  af- 
ford relief  to  the. party  injured." 

A  geographical  name  may  become  a  valid 
trademark  when  used  to  indicate  the  true 
origin  or  ownership  of  a  product  of  the  soil 
in  a  certain  locality,  and  the  owner  is  en- 
titled to  its  exclusive  use  to  designate  the 
true  origin  or  ownership  of  such  product  to 
which  it  is  affixed,  if  others  may  not  use  it 
with  equal  truthfulness  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. 

Thus,  the  owner  of  a  spring  or  springs 
from  which  mineral. water  is  taken  for  sale 
is  entitled  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  name 
of  the  spring  for  a  trademark  to  designate 
the  water  taken  therefrom.  Dunbar  v. 
Glenn,  42  Wis.  118,  20  Am.  Rep.  395;  Hill 
V.  Lockwood,  32  Fed.  389;  Carlsbad  v.  Kut- 
now,  18  C.  C.  A.  24,  35  U.  S.  App.  750,  71 
Fed.  167;  Carlsbad  v.  Schultz,  78  Fed.  469; 
Thackeray  v.  Saxlehner,  60  C.  C.  A.  86^ 
125  Fed.  Oil ;  Saxlehner  t.  Eisner  &  M.  Co. 
170  U.  S.  19,  46  L.  ed.  60,  21  Sup.  CU 
Rep.  7. 

In  Congress  ft  E.  Spring  Co.  v.  High  Rock 
Congress  Spring  Co.  45  N.  Y.  291,  6  Am. 
Rep.  82,  the  name  "Congress  Spring,"  ap- 
plied to  water  taken  from  a  spring  liearinj 
that  name,  was  held  a  proper  subject  for  a 
trademark  to  designate  such  water,  and  t!ia 
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otrncr  was  held  entitled  to  the  exclusive 
use  thereof  for  that  purpose. 

The  owner  is  also  entitled  to  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  the  name  of  his  spring  to 
designate  waters  therefrom,  as  against  com- 
petitora  obtaining  waters  from  artesian 
wells  located  at  another  place.  Parkland 
Hills  Blue  Lick  Water  Co.  v.  Hawkins,  95 
Ky.  502,  44  Am.  St.  Rep.  254,  26  S.  W.  389 
I  name  "Blue  Lick"  treated  as  trademark ) ; 
Northcutt  T.  Turney,  101  Ky.  314,  41  S.  W. 
21   (same). 

And  where  such  name  is  used  by  another 
to  designate  water  taken  from  the  same 
territory,  for  the  purpose  of  palming  the 
same  off  as  the  water  taken  from  the  spring 
which  name  it  bears,  equity  will  protect  the 
name  from  such  unfair  use.  Wheeler  v. 
Johnston,  Ir.  L.  R.  3  Eq.  284. 

Hut  where  the  name  of  a  locality  neces- 
sarily enters  into  and  forms  a  part  of  any 
real  description  of  the  natural  product  of 
that  locality,  such  as  water  from  springs, 
and  such  name,  as  applied  thereto,  lias 
acqurted  a  secondary  or  tertiary  nieanin;j, 
as  the  name  and  the  only  name  of  the 
locality,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  ac- 
curately designate  water  taken  from  the 
springs  in  that  locality  without  referring 
to  the  name  of  the  place,  and  using  for 
that  purpose,  in  some  form,  the  only  name 
by  which  it  is  known,  no  one  can  acquire  the 
exclusive  right  thereto  to  designate  waters 
taken  from  springs  in  that  locality ;  but  the 
original  user  of  such  name,  to  designate 
waters  taken  from  springs  in  that  locality, 
will  be  protected  therein  to  the  extent  that 
others  thereafter  using  the  name  for  a 
similar  purpose  will  be  required  to  use  it 
in  such  a  way  as  to  distinguish  their 
product  from  the  one  having  a  superior 
right  thereto.  The  fact,  however,  that 
others  selling  water  from  that  locality  will 
be  apt  to  find  a  better  market,  and  acquire 
a  more  profitable  business,  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  their  waters  came  from  the  same 
locality,  is  a  fact  of  which  the  original  user 
has  no  right  to  complain,  neither  can  he 
complain  because  its  common  use  in  any 
form  may  lead  to  some  dishonesty  on  the 
part  of  retail  sellers.  Grand  Hotel  Co.  v. 
Wilson  [1904]  A.  C.  103. 

—where  a  part  of  combination. 

A  geographical  name  may  be  protected  as 
a  trademark  if  included  in  a  combination 
of  words  the  whole  of  which  make  the  trade- 
mark. A  geographical  name  was  so  pro- 
tected in  the  following  cases:  Hiram 
Walker  &.  Sons  v.  Hockstaeder,  85  Fed.  776 
"Canadian  Club  Whiskey")  ;  Proctor  v. 
McBride.  Fed.  Cas.  No.  11,441  ("S.  W.  Mc- 
Bride's  German  Mottled  Soap")  ;  Wolfe  v. 
Bamett,  24  La.  Ann.  97,  13  Am.  Rep.  Ill 
("Wolfe's  Aromatic  Sohiedam  Schnapp")  ; 
Bininger  v.  Wattles,  28  How.  Pr.  206  ("Old 
London  Dock  Gin") ;  India  Rubber  Co.  v. 
Rubber  Comb  &  Jewelry  Co.  13  Jones  &  S. 
258  ("India  Rubber  Comb  Co.");  Feder  v. 
Bnindo,  6  Ohio  N.  P.  275  ("London 
Whiffs"). 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


Although  the  general  subject  of  unfair 
competition  was  discussed  in  W.  R.  Lynn 
Shoe  Co.  v.  Auburn-Lynn  Shoe  Co.  100  Me. 
461,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  900,  62  Atl.  499,  the 
doctrine  therein  enunciated  was  not  applied, 
as  the  court  held  that  the  words  "Auburn- 
Lynn  Shoes,  Auburn,  Me.,"  constituted  a 
valid  trademark,  and  infringement  of  those 
words  was  restrained  on  the  ground  that  it 
amotuted  to  the  infringement  of  a  trade- 
mark. It  is  a  valuable  case  on  the  ques- 
tion as  to  when,  if  at  all,  a  geographical 
name  may  become  a  valid  trademark,  the 
court  holding  that  the  combination  of  a 
geographical  and  a  personal  name  in  an 
original  device  constituted  an  impersonal 
trademark.  On  this  point  it  said :  "It  was 
a  trademark  which  others  could  not  use 
with  equal  right  and  equal  truth  for  the 
same  purpose.  The  plaintiff  had  acquired 
the  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of  it,  and  the 
adoption  by  the  defendant  of  the  phrase 
'Auburn-Lynn  Shoe  Co.'  as  a  trademark  and 
corporate  name  was  an  unauthorized  simu- 
lation of  the  plaintiff's  trademark,  and 
constituted  an  infringement  'of  the  plain- 
tiff's property  right,  without  other  proof  of 
a  fraudulent  intent  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendant." 

In  El  Modello  Cigar  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Gato,  25 
Flo.  886,  6  L.R.A.  823,  23  Am.  St.  Rep.  537, 
7  So.  24,  the  court  said  that  when  a  man 
manufactures  his  goods  at  a  particular 
place,  and  uses  the  name  of  that  place  in 
combination  with  other  words  as  a  trade- 
mark to  distinguish  the  origin  or  owner- 
ship of  the  goods,  "no  other  person  will  be 
permitted  to  use  the  name  of  the  same  place 
upon  goods  manufactured  by  him  at  another 
and  different  place." 

Tradenames. 

It  has  been  said  that,  as  a  general  rule, 
geogi-apliical  names  are  not  the  subject  of 
property  as  a  tradename.  Nebraska  Loan 
&  T.  Co.  V.  Nine,  27  Neb.  507,  20  Am.  St. 
Rep.  686,  43  N.  W.  348. 

A  tradename  deswibing  a  snuffstore  can- 
not be  had  in  Swedish  words  which,  trans- 
lated into  English,  means  a  Swedish  snuff- 
store, as  such  words  are  descriptive  merely 
of  the  business  carried  on,  and  other  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  same  business  may 
rightfully  use  them  without  violating  any 
rights  of  others  who  may  have  preceded 
them  in  business.  Bolander  v.  'Peterson, 
130  111.  215,  11  L.R.A.  350,  20  N.  E.  603. 

But  tradenames,  although  geographical, 
are  quite  generally  accorded  protection 
against  unfair  use  by  competitors  either  as 
technical  tradenames,  trademarks,  or  on  the 
ground  of  unfair  competition.  Randall  v. 
British  t  A.  Shoe  Co.  87  L.  T.  N.  S.  442; 
Goodyear's  India  Rubber  Glove  Mfg.  Co.  v. 
Goodyear  Rubber  Co.  128  U.  S.  598,  32  L. 
ed.  635,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep..  166;  Continental 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Continental  Fire  Asso.  41  C.  C. 
A.  326,  101  Fed.  255 ;  Kentucky  Distilleries 
&  Warehouse  Co.  v.  Wathen,  110  Fed.  641 ; 
Buzby  V.  Davis,  80  C.  C.  A.  163,  150  Fed. 
275,  10  A.  Ii  E.  Ann.  Cas.  68;   American 
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Wire  Co.  V.  Kohlman,  153  Fed.  830;  Klgin 
Butter  Co.  v.  Elgin  Creamery  Co.  155  111. 
127,  40  X.  E;  616;  Sanders  v.  Utt,  16  Mo. 
App.  322;  Sanders  v.  Jacob,  20  Mo.  App. 
00 ;  United  States  Mercantile  Reporting  Co. 
V.  United  States  Mercantile  Reporting  &  C. 
Asso.  21  Abb.  N.  C.  115;  Cincinnati  Vici 
Shoe  Co.  V.  Cincinnati  Shoe  Co.  7  Ohio  N. 
P.  135. 

And  in  Internationaal  Soc.  ▼.  Inter- 
national >Soc.  69  N.  Y.  Supp.  785,  the  term 
"International,"  used  as  a  tradename,  was 
p^otected  as  against  its  use  for  a  similar 
purpose  by  an  opposing  business  firm  lo- 
cated directly  opposite. 

A  distinction  is  made  in  Cady  v.  Schultz, 
10  R.  I.  193,  29  L.R.A.  524,  61  Am.  St.  Rep. 
763,  32  Atl.  915,  between  the  protection  of 
a  geographical  word  as  a  trademark  and 
the  protection  of  such  a  word  as  a  trade- 
name. On  this  point  the  court  said:  "A 
trademark  is  a  symbol  arbitrarily  selected 
by  a  manufacturer  or  dealer,  and  attached 
to  his  wares  to  indicate  that  they  are  his 
wares.  In  selecting  such  a  device  he  must 
avoid  words  merely  descriptive  of  the 
article  or  its  qualities,  or  such  as  have  be- 
come BO  by  use  in  connection  with  known 
articles  of  commerce.  He  must  also  avoid 
word,  e.  g.,  geographical  names,  which  are 
descriptive  of  the  local  origin  of  the  goods, 
if  other  persons  have  the  right  to  deal  in 
goods  of  a  similar  origin.  When  it  has  be- 
come generally  known  in  the  trade  that  this 
symbol  or  word  has  been  taken  by  one  dealer 
or  manufacturer  to  indicate  his  goods,  he 
acquires  a  title  to  it  for  that  purfjose,  and 
no  one  else  can  use  it  even  innocently,  A 
tradename  is  of  a  different  character.  It  is 
descriptive  of  the  manufacturer  or  dealer 
himself  as  much  as  his  own  name  is,  and 
frequently,  like  the  names  of  business 
corporations,  includes  the  name  of  the  place 
where  the  business  is  located.  If  attached 
to  goods,  it  is  designed  to  say  plainly  what 
a  trademark  only  indicates  by  association 
and  use.  The  employment  of  such  a'name 
is  subject  to  the  same  rules  which  apply  to 
the  use  of  one's  own  name  of  birth  or 
baptism.  Two  persons  may  bear  the  same 
name,  and  each  may  use  it  in  his  businrs-t, 
but  not  so  as  to  deceive  the  public  and  in- 
duce customers  to  mistake  one  for  the 
other.  The  use  of  one's  own  name  is  un- 
lawful if  exercised  fraudulently  to  attract 
custom  from  another  bearer  of  it." 

Considering  the  same  question  in  Laugli- 
man's  Appeal,  128  Pa.  1,  5  L.R.A.  590,  18 
Atl.  416,  the  court  said:  "The  ownership 
of  a  trademark  has,  in  'general,  been  con- 
sidered aa  a  right  of  property,  and  equity 
will  protect  that  right  from  infringement: 
proof  of  fraud  is  not  required ;  the  mere 
violation  of  the  right  is  sufficient  to  induce 
the  exercise  of  the  equity  powers  of  the 
courts.  The  tradename  of  any  natural 
product  or  other  article  of  manufacture, 
upon  which  a  trademark  cannot  convenient- 
ly be  affixed,  though  not  strictly  a  trade- 
mark, is,  nevertheless,  a  species  of  property, 
and  will,  as  a  general  rule,  be  protected  in 
like  manner." 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


In  Cohen  ▼.  Kagle,  100  Mass.  4,  2  L.R  A. 
(N.S.)  004,  76  N.  E.  270,  5  A.  4  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  553,  in  an  opinion  concurrin;;  with  the 
principal  opinion,  sustaining  the  right  of  a 
cigar  manufacturer  to  enjoin  the  use,  by 
a  rival,  of  the  word  "Keystone"  to  desig 
nate  his  cigars,  where  plaintiff  had  used 
these  words  to  designate  cigars  of  his  manu- 
facture and  had  built  up  a  valuable  reputa- 
tion therefor  under  that  name,  I^jring,  J., 
said:  "One  cannot  claim  as  a  trademark 
the  name  of  the  town  in  which  he  manu- 
factures his  goods.  Yet  if,  in  fact,  the 
place  of  manufacture  becomes  so  identified 
with  goods  of  the  plaintifTs  manufacture 
that  in  the  trade  it  has  come  to  mean  not 
that  the  goods  are  manufactured  in  that 
place,  but  that  they  are  the  plaintifTs  goods, 
on  proving  that  fact  the  plaintiff  can  have 
the  defendant  enjoined  from  using  words 
which  truly  state  where  his,  the  defend- 
ant's, goods  are  made,  because  those  words 
in  the  trade  have  lost  their  primary  mean- 
ing, and  have  acquired  the  secondary  mean- 
ing, that  the  goods  are  goods  of  the  plain- 
tiff's manufacture.  .  .  .  The  fact  that 
the  word  'Keystone'  was  a  geographical 
name,  and  in  common  use  as  a  cigar  label 
since  1870,  prevented  his  adopting  it  as  his 
distinctive  mark  for  cigars  of  his  manu- 
facture. It  did  not  prevent  those  words 
from  acquiring,  in  time,  a  eeeondary  or 
trade  meaning,  to  wit,  Cigars  made  by  the 
plaintiff.  The  thing  and  the  only  thinj; 
that  is  material  in  case  of  a  tradename  is 
this:  Does  that  name,  in  the  trade,  mean 
that  goods  to  which  it  is  attached  are  goods 
of  the  plaintifTs  manufacture?  If  it  does, 
a  case  of  a  tradename  is  made  out,  although 
the  plaintiff  had  no  right  to  adopt  it  as  his 
mark  when  he  did  adopt  it,  without  regard 
to  his  having  adopted  it  as  such  or  having 
been  the  first  to  adopt  it;  and  without  re- 
gard to  how  many  others  are  then  using 
it" 

A  corporation  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  a  state  has  a  prima  facie  right  to 
carry  on  in  that  state,  in  its  corporate 
name,  the  business  for  which  it  was  in- 
corporated ;  and  a  foreign  corporation,  with 
no  such  franchise,  and  doing  business  in 
that  state  only  by  license,  has  no  standing 
to  question  the  right  of  the  domestic  corpo- 
ration to  use  in  its  business  the  name  grant- 
ed and  authorized  by  the  state,  even  though 
that  name  is  a  geographical  one.  Conti- 
nental Ins.  Co.  V.  Continental  Fire  Asso. 
Jl   C.   C    A.  320,   101   Fed.  255. 

A  loan  and  trust  company  organized  in  a 
state  cannot  adopt  the  name  of  a  city  for 
a  tradename,  build  up  a  reputation  there- 
under, and  obtain  protection  of  the  name  as 
against  its  use  in  a  similar  way  by  other 
companies  also  organized  in  the  state. 
Nebraska  Loan  &  T.  Co.  v.  Nine,  supra, 

— name  of  publication. 

The  use  of  a  geographical  name  for  the 
name  of  a  publication  was  protected  agiinst 
unfair  simulation  by  a  rival  publication  in 
the    following   cases:      Snowden    v.  Noah 
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Hopk.  Ch.  347,  14  Am.  Dee.  547  ("The 
National  Advocate"  infringed  by  the  term, 
"The  New  YorK  National  Advocate")  ;  Mat- 
trll  V.  Flanagan,  •>  Abb.  Pr.  N.  S.  459 
r't'nited  States  Police  Gazette"  infringed 
bv  "National  Police  Gazette" ) ;  Potter  v. 
McPherson,  21  Hun,  659  ("National  Sys- 
tPiu  of  Penmanship") ;  Robertson  v.  Berry, 
511  Md.  591,  33  Am.  Rep.  337  ("J.  Gruber  8 
liagerstown  Town  &  County  Almanack"  in- 
fringed by  "T.  G.  Robertson's  liagerstown 
Almanack") ;  Edmonds  v.  Benbow,  cited 
in  Sebastian,  Trademarks,  204  ("Real  John 
Bull"  infringed  by  "The  Old  Real  John 
Bull") ;  Constable  t.  Brewster,  1  Sc.  Seas. 
Ca».  1st  series,  601  ("The  Edinburgh 
Philosophical  Journal"  infringed  by  "New 
Scries  of  Edinburgh  Philosophical  Journ- 
tl'") ;  Prowett  V.  Mortimer,  2  Jur.  N.  8. 
414  ("John  Bull  &  Brittania"  infringed  by 
"The  True  Brittania,"  the  former  bein|(  a 
consolidation  of  tWo  publications  respective- 
ly named  "Brittania"  and  "John  l-uH")  ; 
Ingram  v.  Stiff,  5  Jur.  N.  S.  947  ("London 
Daily  Journal"  infringed  by  "l.ondon 
Journal") ;  Chance  v.  Sheppard,  cited  in 
Seliaatian,  Trademarks,  294  ("Tlie  Bedford- 
shire Express  &  General  Advertiser  for  the 
County"  infringed  by  ''Bedfordshire  Ex- 
press ft  General  Advertiser  for  the  counties 
of  Cambridge,  Hartfordshire,  Huntington- 
xliire,  and  Middlesex") ;  Clowes  v.  liogg, 
[1870]  W.  N.  p.  268,  a.  c.  on  appeal  [1871] 
\V.  N.  p.  40,  cited  in  Sebastian,  Trademarks, 
207  ("London  Society"  infringed  by  "En- 
glish Society"). 

In  Duniway  Pub.  Co.  t.  Northwestern 
Printing  &  Pub.  Co.  11  Or.  322,  8  Pac.  283, 
it  was  held  that,  in  the  absence  of  proof 
of  an  intent  to  deceive,  a  publication  named 
'•The  Northwest  News"  did  not  unfairly 
simulate  a  publication  named  "The  New 
Northwest." 

Laches. 

The  effect  of  acquiescence  in,  or  consent 
to,  the  use  of  a  geographical  name  by  a 
rival,  to  designate  a  similar  article,  is  con- 
sidered under  this  heading,  where  protec- 
tion was  sought  on  the  claim  that  the  name 
was  a  valid  trademark  or  tradename,  and 
aWi  where  sought  on  the  ground  of  unfair 
cumpvtition. 

When  one  using  the  name  of  a  place  to 
designate  a  product  manufactured  there 
acquiesces,  for  a  considerable  period  of 
time,  in  its  use  by  others  to  designate 
similar  articles  also  manufactured  there, 
such  acquiescence  is  a  bar  to  afterward 
claiming  the  aid  of  equity  to  restrain  such 
nw  OB  the  ground  of  unfair  competition, 
focks  T.  Chandler,  L.  R.   1 1   Eq.  440. 

So,  where  a  domestic  company  has,  for 
'omr  time,  made  use  of  a  geographical  name 
to  designate  the  manufacturer's  product 
"lanufacture*!  by  it,  such  use  will  not  there- 
»fter  be  restrained  in  behalf  of  a  foreign 
company  using  the  same  name  to  describe 
f  •imilar  product,  even  though  such  name 
"  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  latter 
MLRJV.(N.S.) 


c()iri)any  is  located.  Pobst  Brewing  Co.  v. 
Ekera,  Kap.  Jud.  Quebec,  21  C.  S.  645. 

One  using  a  geographical  name  as  a 
tradename  for  a  retail  business  is  not  en- 
titled to  enjoin  the  use  of  the  same  name 
by  a  rival,  after  having  acquiesced  in  such 
use  for  a  period  of  seven  years.  Wormser' 
V.  Levy,  27  Jones  &,  S.  1,'  12  N.  Y.  Supp. 
558,  ailirmed  without  opinion  in  126  N.  V. 
670,  27  N.  E.  854. 

So,  where  mineral  waters  were  designated 
by  the  geographical  names  "Kaiser," 
"Kaiser^ede,"  and  "Kaiser  Brumen,"  and 
the  original  proprietor  thereof  did  not  ob- 
ject to  tjieir  use,  by  others,  for  the  same 
purpose  for  some  considerable  period  of 
time,  his  right  to  thereafter  object  was  held 
to  have-  been  lost  by  his  laches.  Luyties  v. 
Uollendeer,  30  Fed.  632. 

And  the  use  of  a  geographical  name  to 
designate  a  manufactured  product,  without 
objection  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturer 
having  a  prior  right  thereto  for  the  same 
purpose,  until  a  reputation  is  gained  for 
such  article  by  that  name,  will  bar  the 
right  of  the  original  proprietor  of  the  name 
to  relief  on  the  ground  of  infringement. 
Brooklyn  White  Lead  Co.  t.  Masury,  25 
Barb.  416. 

One  standing  by  and  seeing  a  geographic- 
al name  appropriate  1  by  him  to  describe 
mineral  water,  used  ly  another  to  designate 
water  taken  from  the  same  locality,  is 
estopped  from  claiming  unfair  competition 
after  the  latter  has  advertised  and  built  up 
a  large  business  thereunder.  Virginia  Hot 
Springs  Co.  v.  Hegeman  &  Co.  138  Fed.  855, 
affirmed  without  opinion  in  73  C.  C.  A.  612, 
144  Fed.  1023. 

And  where  one  uses  a  geographical  term 
to  denote  the  quality  and  origin  of  the 
article,  tut  permits  its  use  by  others  for 
the  same  purpose  until  the  name  becomes 
generic  and  indicative  of  quality,  he  is  not 
entitled  to  restrain  such  use  by  rivals,  at 
least  where  the  use  is  not  fraudulent. 
French* Republic  v.  Saratoga  Vichy  Spring 
Co.  191  U.  S.  427,  48  L.  ed.  247,  24  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  145. 

Thus,  where  there  is  no  similitude  in  the 
dress  of  packages,  and  the  common  name, 
which  has  become  generic,  is  not  used  in  a 
manner  to  deceive  the  ordinary  purchaser, 
such  use  will  nob  be  denied.  Saxlehner  v. 
Wagner,  85  C.  C.  A.  321,  157  Fed.  746. 

Where,  however,  there  is  such  a  simili- 
tude in  the  dress  and  in  the  use  of  the  nam6 
that  the  public  would  be  apt  to  be  deceived 
as  to  the  origin  of  the  article,  such  use  will 
be  restrained.  Saxlehner  v.  Eisner  &  M. 
Co.  179  U.  S.  19,  45  L.  ed.  60,  21  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  7. 

But  in  Northcutt  v.  Turney,  101  Ky.  314, 
41  S.  W.  21,  it  was  heW  that  the  fact  that 
the  defendant,  for  at  least  sixteen  years, 
used  the  word  "Bluelick"  in  designating 
waters  from  an  artesian  well,  which  he 
bottled,  gave  him  no  rights  therein  as, 
against  others  who  had  made  a  prior  ap- 
propriation of  the  words  for  the  same  pur- 
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pose  and  used  tliem  for  their  tradpmark. 
The  court  said  that  no  presumption  of 
acquiescence  in  the  \^rongfuI  appropriation 
of  their  trademark,  or  estoppel  of  their 
right  to   restrain   it,  could,  be  created. 

Plaintiff's  right  to  the  exclusive  use  will 
be  denied  M'here  defendants  are  not  guilty 
of  fraud  in  the  use  of  a  geographical  name 
for  a  period  of  three  or  four  years  before 
any  complaint  was  made.  La  Republique 
Francaise  v.  Schultz,  42  C.  C.  A.  233,  102 
Fed.   163. 

But  where  the  element  of  fraud  in  the 
simulation  of  a  geographical  word  super- 
venes, lapse  of  time  does  not  purge  the  de- 
fendant's conduct  of  this  taint.  The  wrong 
is  a  continuing  one;  the  injury  done  to  the 
plaintiff  and  the  deception  practised  upon 
the  public,  both  of  which  the  law  takes  into 
consideration  in  these  cases,  accumulate. 
Then,  if  the  defendant  at  a  recent  period  of 
time  aggravates  the  wrong  by  still  other  at- 
tempts to  deceive  the  public,  it  makes  a 
plain  case  for  equitable  interposition. 
Sanders  t.  Jacob,  20  Mo.  App.  96;  Saxleh- 
ner  v.  Eisner  &  M.  Co.  supra. 

The  fact  that  one  using  a  geographical 
name  for  a  tradename  granted  a  revocable 
license  to  a  third  person  to  also  use  such 
name  does  not  establish  waiver.  United 
States  Mercantile  Reporting  Co.  v.  United 
States  Mercantile  Reporting  &  C.  Asso.  21 
Abb.  N.  C.  116. 

Questions  of  practice  and  relief  peculiar  to 
geographical  names. 

To  be  entitled  to  relief  in  equity  against 
the  use  by  a  rival  of  a  geographical  name 
for  a  tradename,  similar  to  one  previously 
adopted  by  complainant,  it  must  be  estab- 
lished that  such  name  is  understood  by  the 
public  to  relate  solely  to  the  complainant 
and  their  product,  and  not  defendants. 
VVhitstable  Oyster  Fishery  Co.  v.  Hayliiig 
Fisheries,  18  Rep.  Fat.  Cas.  435,  cited  in 
3  Butterworths's  Dig.  864;  Cooper  v. 
Maclachlan,  18  Rep.  Pat.  Cas.  380,  cited  in 
3  Butterworths's  Dig.  898. 

Where  it  appeared  that  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  such  words  as  "Kentucky  Club 
Bourbon"  to  designate  a  brand  of  whiskey, 
the  complainant  was  selling  in  that  locality 
very  little,  if  any,  whisliey  branded  "Ken- 
tucky Club,"  and  its  product  was  but  little 
known  therein,  and  it  did  not  show  that 
it  had  lost  any  sales  by  reason  of  the  adop- 
tion by  another  of  a  similar  name,  and  no 
damage  to  it  by  the  alleged  invasion  of 
private  rights  was  shown,  the  elements  of 
an  action  for  unfair  competition  were  whol- 
ly wanting.  Daviess  County  Distilling  Co. 
V.  Martinoni,   117   Fed.   180. 

In  Herring-Hall-Marvin  Safe  Co.  v.  Hall's 
Safe  Co.  208  U.  S.  554,  52  L.  ed.  016,  28 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  350,  Mr.  Justice  Holmes  re- 
marked that  the  name  of  a  person  or  town 
might  become  so  associated  with  the  par- 
ticular product  that  the  mere  attaching  of 
the  name  to  a  similar  pro<luct,  witliout 
more,  would  have  all  the  effect  of  a  false- 
hood, and  added  that  absolute  prohibition 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


against  using  the  name  would  carry  trade- 
marks too  far,  and  therefore  the  rights  of 
the  two  parties  are  reconciled  by  allowing 
the  use,  providing  an  explanation  be  at- 
tached. And  see  Grand  Hotel  Co.  v.  Wilson 
supra. 

Although  the  court  refused  to  enjoin  s 
brewing  company  from  using  the  word 
"America"  in  connection  with  other  words 
to  designate  its  beer,  it  did,  however,  en- 
join it  from  using  that  word  in  such  a  way 
as  to  imitate  the  sign  of  a  rival  containing 
this  word,  who  had  a  prior  and  superior 
right  thereto.  American  Brewing  Co.  v.  St. 
Louis  Brewing  Co.  47  Mo.  App.  34. 
•  The  extent  of  protection  which  will  be  ac- 
corded geographical  words  against  unfair 
competition  is  as  wide  as  the  territory 
wherein  such  word  or  words  have  acquired 
a  secondary  or  trade  meaning  with  refer- 
ence to  plaintiff's  goods.  Cohen  v.  Nagle, 
180  Mass.  4,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  964,  76  N.  K. 
270,  5  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  653. 


OHIO  SUPREMIS  COTTRT. 

EAST  OHIO  GAS  COMPANY,  Plff.  in  Err, 

V. 

CITY  OF  AKRON. 

(81  Ohio  St,  33,  90  N.  E.  40.) ' 

Gas  —  natural  —  franchise  —  construc- 
tion —  duty  to  furnish. 

1.  Where  a  corporation  is  formed  "for 
the  purpose  of  producing,  purchasing,  and 
acquiring  natural  gas,"  and  "of  piping  and 
transporting  natural  gas  from  the  place 
or  places  where  it  is  produced,  purchased, 
or  acquired,"  to  certain  named  towns  and 
cities  situated  in  the  counties  along  the 
line  of  said  company  and  between  the  term- 
ini thereof,  "and  to  other  cities,  villages, 
and  places  in  the  counties  aforesaid,"  it  is 
not  one  of  the  charter  obligationa  of  such 

Headnotes  by  the  CouxT. 


Note.  —  Bight  of  muntetpdlUy,  <n  ttb- 
sence  of  contracts,  to  reatrain  a 
natural  gaa  company  from  dtacontin- 
uithg  the  business  of  supplying  gas. 

The  above  case' is  apparently  one  of  first 
impression  as  to  the  principle  of  law  ap- 
plicable to  the  facts  therein  presented,  as 
no  other  case  has  been  found  wherein  are 
involved  questions  similar  to  those  therein 
presented  and  disposed  of.  The  facts  are 
so  peculiar  as  to  take  the  case  out  of  the 
principle  applicable  to  corporations  engaged 
in  a  business  of  a  public  nature,  that  such 
a  corporation  may  be  required  to  fulfil  the 
public  purpose  on  account  of  which  its  char- 
ter was  granted,  and  cannot  escape  its  pub- 
lic duties  by  leasing,  selling,  or  abandoning 
its  franchise,  as  the  franchise  under  which 
the  corimration  in  question  was  organized 
was  held  to  impose  no  duties  upon  it  except 
that  it  should  have  a  principal  office  at  t 
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corporation  to  furnish  natural  gas  to  con- 
sumers in  »U  of  such  cities,  towns,  and 
Tillages. 

Same  —  contract  pcrmisalon  to  lay  pipes 
— rights—  termination. 

2.  When  a  municipal  corporation,  by  or- 
dinance, gives  its  cons'^nt  that  a  natural 
gu  company  may 'enter  the  municipality, 
lay  down  its  pipes  therein,  and  furnish  gas 
to  consumers  upon  terms  and  conditions 
imposed  by  the  ordinance,  which  are  ac- 
wptcd  in  writing  by  said  company,  such 
action  by  both  parties  constitutes  a  con- 
tract, and  the  rights  of  the  parties  there- 
undfr  are  to  be  determined  by  the  contract 
itself. 

Contract  —  construction  —  rigbts  —  ex- 
tension by  Implication. 

3.  While  much  re;;nrd  will  be  given  to 
the  clear  intention  of  the  parties,  yet,  where 
the  contract  is  entirely  silent  as  to  a  par- 
ticular matter,  the  courts  will  exercise  great 
caution  not  to  include  in  the  contract,  by 
construction,  something  which  was  intended 
to  bs  excluded. 

Gas  — franchise  —  duration  —  forfeit- 
arc- rights  of  city  — due  process  of 
law. 

4.  Where  the  contract  between  a  muni- 
cipal corporation  and  an  incorporated  com- 
pany is  silent  as  to  the  duration  of  the 
{raiicliise,  such  franchise  is  not  perpetual, 
but  the  duration  thereof  is  simply  inde- 
terminate, existing  only  so  long  as  the  par- 
ties mutually  agree  thereto.  The  incor- 
porated company  may  therefore  voluntarily 
forfeit  its  right  to  exercise  its   privilogua 


within  the  municipality,  and  wholly  with- 
draw therefrom;  but  in  such  cage  the  mu- 
nicipality has  no  right  to  prevent  the  in- 
corporated company  from  removing  its  prop- 
erty, nor  to  take  possession  of  and  make 
use  of  the  same,  nor  to  grant  the  right  to 
use  the  same  to  another  company,  without 
^ue  process  of  law. 

Same  —  indeterminate  franchise  —  ex- 
ercise —  rights  of  public. 
6.  But  so  long  as  such  gas  company  con- 
tinues to  exercise  any  of  its  franchises  with- 
in the  contracting  municipality,  it  may  be 
compelled  to  exercise  its  franchise  therein 
fairly  and  without  discrimination. 

(October  19,  1909.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Sum- 
mit County  to  review  an  order  affirming 
an  order  of  the  Court  of  Connuuu  Fleua 
perpetually  enjoining  defendant  from  discon- 
tinuing a  supply  of  gas  to  complainant 
and  its  inhabitants.    Reversed. 

Statement  by  Davis,  J.; 

It  appears  from  the  articles  of  incorpora- 
tion and  the  amendments  thereto  that  the 
plaintiff  in  error,  the  East  Ohio  Gas  Com-  ' 
pany,  was  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of 
producing,  purchasing,  and  acquiring  natu- 
ral gas,  and  transporting  the  same  to  cer- 
tain towns  and  cities  named  therein,  the 
defendant  in  error  being  one,  and  "to  other 
cities,  towns,  and  places  in  said  counties." 


designated  city,  not  the  defendant,  and  that 
its  main  line  should  follow  a  certain  course 
to  such  city.  The  express  purpose  of  the 
corporation,  according  to  its  charter,  was 
"any  purpose  for  ^which  individuals  may 
lawfully  associate  themselves,  except  for 
carrying  on  a  professional  business,"  and  it 
was  held  that,  in  view  of  this  general  pur- 
pose, another  statement  in  the  articles  ot 
incorporation  that  the  company  was  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  and  furnishing 
gas  to  certain  named  towns  and  cities,  "and 
to  other  cities,  villages,  and  places"  in  cer- 
tain counties,  was  not  indivisible  to  the  ex- 
tent that  the  company  must  conform  to 
such  purpose  in  all  of  such  cities,  villages, 
or  places,  or  none  of  them,  and  hence  any 
rifrhts  the  defendant  city  might  have  to  con- 
trol the  company  rested  on  its  contract 
with  the  company,  which  had  terminated. 
Such  being  the  facts  of  the  case  as  con- 
strued by  the  court,  it  would  seem  clear  that 
the  municipality  itself  was  without  power 
to  compel  the  company  to  continue  the 
busines  of  furnishing  gas,  either  to  the  city 
or  the  'inhabitants  thereof.  This  doctrine 
was  recognized  and  applied  in  Horner  v. 
Eaton  Rapids,  122  Mich.  117,  80  N.  VV.  1012, 
which  held  that  a  municipal  corporation 
could  remove,  or  compel  the  removal  of, 
poles  and  posts  erected  in  its  streets  by  an 
electric  lighting  company  for  the  purpose  of 
MLJLA.(N.S.) 


furnishing  electricity  to  the  municipality, 
where  such  company  had  no  right  to  the  use 
of  the  streets,  except  that  granted  it  under 
a  contract  with  the  municipality  by  which 
it  was  to  furnish  lights  for  a  designated 
period  of  time,  and  which  contract  h^d  ter- 
minated at  the  time  the  municipality  or- 
dered the  removal  of  the  poles  and  posts. 

The  holding  of  the  court  that  the  reme- 
dy for  nonuscr  or  misuser  of  a  franchise 
granted  a  natural  gas  company  lies  with 
the  state,  and  not  with  a  city  wherein  it 
is  located,  in  part,at  least,  finds  support  in 
the  late  case  of  Germania  Ref.  Co.  v.  Alum 
Rock  Gas  Co.  (Pa.)  75  Atl.  713,  which  holds 
that  a  private  person,  although  a  consumer 
of  gas  furnished  by  a  gas  company,  has 
no  right  of  inquiry  into  the  action  of  the 
company  in  altering  and  limiting  the  scope 
and  field  of  its  activities  to  the  extent 
that  it  no  longer  furnished  gas  in  the  terri- 
tory where  the  plaintiff  resided,  thereby  cut- 
ting him  off  from  supply;  and  it  was  said 
that,  in  the  absence  of  fraud,  etc.,  the 
validity  of  such  action  of  the  company 
coula  be  determined  only  in  a  proceeding 
instituted  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth, 
involving  a  direct  attack  upon  the  corporate 
action,  and  it  was  further  said  that  the  ap- 
propriate process  for  this  purpose  would  ap- 
pear to  be  by  quo  warranto,  although  possi- 
bly mandamus  might  be  available. 
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It  w»8  provided  in  the  articles  of  incorpo- 
ration as  amended  that  the  main  line  of  the 
said  gas  company  should  begin  at  points 
on  the  Ohio  river  in  Belmont  and  Monroe 
counties,  and  run  thence  through  Belmont, 
Harrison,  Tuscarawas,  Stark,  Summit,  and 
Cuyahoga  counties  to  the  city  of  Cleveland. 
Under  its  franchise  to  be  a  corporation 
for  such  purpose,  the  plaintiff  in  error  ap- 
plied to  the  council  of  the  city  of  Akron 
for  its  consent  that  tlie  plaintiff  in  error 
should  enter  sai(^  city,  and  lay  down  its 
mains  and  pipes  in  the  streets,  lanes,  al- 
leys, and  public  grounds  thereof,  and  con- 
nect with  service  pipes  to  the  public  build- 
ings, street  lamps,  and  private  consumers. 
Consent  therefor  was  given  to  the  plaintiff 
in  error  by  ordinance  enacted  by  the  coun- 
cil of  the  city  of  Akron  on  the  26th  day 
of  September,  1898,  and  the  condition  was 
attached,  among  others,  that,  for  the  first 
five  ^ears  the  gas  company  should  charge 
not  exceeding  25  cents  per  1,000  feet  of 
gas,  and  for  the  next  five  years,  not  exceed- 
ing 30  cents  per  1,000  fce^  and  it  was  pro- 
vided therein  that  "the  council  of  said  city 
of  Akron  shall  not,  during  the  period  of 
ten  years  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance,  pass  any  ordinance  fixing  or  at- 
tempting to  fix  the  rates  at  which  gas  shall 
be  supplied  at  any  lower  price  than  these 
set  forth."  The  said  ordinance  was  entirely 
silent  as  to  the  length  of  time  during  which 
the  gas  company  might  exercise  the  privi- 
lege thus  granted.  After  the  expiration  of 
ten  years  from  September  26,  1898,  the  coun- 
cil of  the  citj'  of  Akron  passed  another  ordi- 
nance, fixing  the  price  of  gas  to  be  furnished 
by  the  said  gas  company  at  20  cents  a  ],000 
feet,  and  providing  that  "the  said  company, 
its  receivers,  successors,  and  assigns  shall 
not,  for  the  period  of  ten  years  from  and 
after  the  taking  effect  of  this  ordinance 
charge  and  receive  for  all  gas  so  furnished, 
sold,  and  delivered,  a  sum  exceeding  the 
rates  hereinbefore  set  forth."  Meantime  the 
said  city  council  had  gfnnted  to  another 
gas  company  the  privilege  of  laying  pipes 
within  its  streets,  and  furnishing  gas  to 
consumers.  The  plaintiff  in  error  declined  to 
accept  the  terms  established  in  this  second 
ordinance,  and  signified  its  intention  of  dis- 
continuing its  business  in  the  city  of  Akron, 
and  wholly  withdrawing  therefrom,  where- 
upon the  city  of  Akron  filed,  in  the  court 
of  common  pleas  of  Summit  county,  its  pe- 
tition praying  for  an  injunction  against  the 
gas  company  restraining  it  from  "shutting 
off  or  withholding  any  natural  gas  from 
the  said  city,  its  building's,  streets,  and  oth- 
er places  named  in  the  ordinance,  and  from 
any  of  its  .inhabitants  or  persons  doing 
business  therein,  and  their  several  build- 
ings, or  places  of  business  or  abode,  from 
20  L.R.A.(N.!S.) 


ceasing  in  any  manner  to  supply  and  senro 
its  said  customers  and  patrons  with  nattt' 
ral  gas,  as  they  heretofore  and  hitherto  have 
been  served  and  supplied,  and  from  hinder- 
ing, or  in  any  way  interfering  with,  any 
of  the  persons  entitled  to  such  service  as 
aforesaid,  from  the  full  and  unobstructed 
enjoyment  and  benefit  thereof."  Issues  were 
made  up  by  the  answer  to  this  petition  and 
reply  thereto.  On  the  hearing  in  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  the  gas  company  was  per- 
petually enjoined  as  prayed  in  the  petition. 
The  circuit  court  on  appeal  made  a  similar 
order  against  the  gas  company,  and  the 
case  is  now  brought  here  for  review  on  pe- 
tition in  error. 

Messrs.  Kline,  Tolles,  &  Goff,  TIbbals, 
Frank,  &  Ream,  and  Doyle  &  Lewis  for 

plaintiff  in  error. 

Messrs.  Charles  R.  Grant  and  George 
M.  Anderson,  for  defendant  in  error: 

The  charter  of  the  plaintiff  company  is 
perpetual  in  terms  and  in  effect,  and  the 
ordinance,  once  acted  upon,  is  irrevocable. 

National  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Kansas  City, 
65  Fed.  691;  Cook,  Corp.  §  718,  p.  2300; 
People  ex  rel.  Woodhaven  Gaslight  Co.  v, 
Dechan,  153  N.  Y.  528,  47  N.  E.  787;  Peo- 
ple V.  O'Brien,  111  N.  Y.  1,  2  L.R.A.  255, 

7  Am.  St.  Rep.  684,  18  N.  E.  692. 

The  defendant  is  a  quasi  public  corpora- 
tion. 

2  Beach,  Priv.  Corp.  §  835;  Cook,  Stock 
&  Stockholders,  §  674;  Portland  Natural 
Gas  &  Oil  Co.  V.  State,  135  Ind.  64,  21 
L.R.A.  639,  34  N.  E.  818;  Kincaid  v. 
Indianapolis  Natural  Gas  Co.  124  Ind.  577, 

8  L.R.A.  602,  19  Am.  St.  Rep.  113,  24  N.  E. 
1066. 

Where  the  owner  of  property  devotes  It 
to  a  use  in  which  the  public  have  an  in- 
terest, he  must,  to  the  extent  of  the  inter- 
est thus  acquired  by  the  public,  subnit  to 
the  control  of  such  property  by  the  public 
for  the  common  good. 

Rushville  v.  Rushville  Natural  Gas  Ca 
132  Ind.  575,  15  L.R.A.  321,  28  N.  E.  853; 
Munn  v.  Illinois,  94  U.  S.  113,  24  L.'  ed. 
77 ;  Zanesville  v.  Zanesville  Gaslight  Co. 
47  Ohio  St.  1,  23  N.  E.  55;  Hockett  v. 
State,  lO.'-i  Ind.  250,  55  Am.  Rep.  201,  5 
N.  E.  178;  State  ex  rel.  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Co- 
lumbus Gaslight  &  Coke  Co.  34  Ohio  St. 
572,  32  Am.  Rep.  390;  New  Orleans  Gas- 
light Co.  v.  Louisiana  Light  &  H.  P.  & 
Mfg.  Co.  115  U.  S.  650,  29  L.  ed.  516,  6 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  252 ;  People  ex  rel.  Kenne- 
dy V.  Manhattan  Gaslight  Co.  45  Barb.  136; 
(Jibbs  V.  Con8olidi\tcd  Gas  Co.  130  U.  S. 
3fl6,  32  L.  ed.  979,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  6.53; 
Williams  v.  Mutual  Gas  Co.  52  Mich.  499, 
50   Am.   Rep.   266,   18   N.  W.   230;    Bloom- 
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field  t  R.   Natural   Gaslight   Co.   v.   Rioh- 
ardson,  C3  Barb.  437. 

The  duty  which  a  public  service  corpora- 
tion like  the  defendant  owes  to  the  pub- 
lic cannot  be  abandoned  by  contract  or  by 
any  agreement. 

L'liirago  Gaslight  ft  Coke  Co.  v.  People's 
Gaslight  ft  Coke  Co.  121  III.  5.1U,  2  Am. 
St  Kep.  124,  13  N.  E.  109;  People  ex  rel. 
Feabody  v.  Chicago  Gas  Trust  Co.  130  111. 
268,  8  L.R.A.  407,  17  Am.  St.  Rep.  310, 
22  X.  E.  708;  Peoria  4  1.  R.  Co.  v.  Coal 
Valley  Min.  Co.  68  Hi.  408;  Thomas  v. 
West  Jersey  R.  Co.  101  U.  S.  71,  83,  25 
L.  ed.  050,  052;  York  ft  M.  Line  R.  Co.  v. 
U'inans,  17  How.  30,  15  L.  ed.  27;  State 
T.  Hartford  ft  N.  H.  R.  Co.  20  Conn.  538; 
Uibbs  V.  Consolidated  Gas  Co.  supra;  Wig- 
gins Ferry  Co.  v.  Ohio  ft  A.  R.  Co.  S  Mo. 
App.  347;  St.  Louis  v.  St.  Louis  Gaslight 
Co.  6  Mo.  App.  484;  Hays  v.  Ottawa,  O. 
k  F.  R.  Valley  R.  Co.  61  III.  422;  Shepard 
v.  Milwaukee  Gaslight  Co.  0  Wis.  639,  70 
Am.  Dec.  479;  1  Page,  Contr.  §  447;  West- 
ern U.  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Griswold,  37  Ohio  St 
310,  41  Am.  Rep.  500. 

Defendant  had  no  right  to  abandon  a  part 
of  its  corporate  duty. 

State  V.  Hartford  ft  N.  H.  R.  Co.  20 
Conn.  538;  Coheii  v.  Wilkinson,  1  Macn. 
k  G.  4S1,  7  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  454,  12  Beav. 
12.7,  18  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  378,  13  Jur.  041; 
Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Hall,  91  U.  8.  343,  23 
L.  ed.  428. 

The  grant  of  a  right  to  supply  gas  to  a 
municipality  is  the  grant  of  a  franchise,  in 
consideration  of  the  performance  of  a  public 
service. 

New  Orleans  Gaslight  Co.  v.  Louisiana 
Light  ft  H.  P.  ft  Mfg.  Co.  supra;  Louisiana 
Oas  Co.  V.  Citizens  Gaslight  Co.  115  U.  S. 
683,  29  L.  ed.  510,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  205. 

A  quasi  public  corporation  cannot  alien- 
ate its  property  without  the  express  con- 
sent of  the  legislature. 

Gibbs  V.  Consolidated  Gas  Co.  supra;  Vi- 
salia  Oas  ft  Electric  Light  Co.  v.  Sims, 
104  Cal.  326,  43  Am.  St.  Rep.  105,  37  Pac. 
1042;  Brunswick  Gaslight  Co.  v.  United 
States  Gas,  Fuel  ft  Light  Co.  35  Am.  St. 
Rep.  385  ft  note,  85  Me.  532,  27  Atl.  525; 
Chicago  Gaslight  ft  Coke  Co.  v.  People's 
Gaslight  ft  Coke  Co.  and  St.  Louis  v.  St, 
Louis'Uaslight  Co.  supra;  Hartford  ft  N.  H. 
R.  Co.  V.  New  York  ft  N.  11.  R.  Co.  3 
Robt.  414;  Stanton  v.  Allen,  5  Dcnio,  435, 
49  Am.  Dec.  282.  ^ 

A  grant  of  a  public  franchise  is  a  con- 
tract between  the  state  and  the  grantee, 
by  wfiich  the  latter  undertakes  to  perform 
certain  public  duties,  from  the  perform- 
ance of  which  he  cannot  withdraw  or  re- 
lease himself  without  the  consent  of  the 
other  contracting  party. 
26  L.BJL(M.S.) 


Central  Transp.  Co.  v.  Pullman's  Palace 
Car  Co.  139  U.  S.  24,  i$  L.  ed.  65,  11  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  478;  Washington,  A.  ft  G.  R.  Co. 
V.  Brown,  17  Wall.  445,  21  L.  ed.  075; 
Black  T.  Delaware  ft  R.  Canal  Co.  22  N. 
J.  £q.  130;  York  ft  M.  Line  R.  Co.  'v. 
Winan.,  supra;  Kenton  County  Ct.  v.  Bank 
Lick  Turnp.  Co.  10  Bush,  620;  Com.  v. 
Smith,  10  Allen,  448,  87  Am.  Deci  072; 
Thomas  v.  West  Jersey  R.  Co.  101  U.  S. 
83,  25  L.  ed.  052;  Chicago  Gaslight  ft  Coke 
Co.  V.  People's  Gaslight  ft  Coke  Co.  supra. 

The  plaintiff  may  compel  the  defendant 
to  perform  its  franchise  duty. 

Zanesville  Gaslight  Co.  v.  Zanesville,  47 
Ohio  St.  35,  23  N.  E.  60. 

Messrs.  N.  M.  Grcenberser  and  Joiia- 
tlmn  Taylor,  also  for  defendant>in  error: 

The  defendant  can  be  compelled  fairly 
and  fully  to  carry  out  the  public  business 
of  its  creation. 

Scofleld  V.  Lake  Shore  ft  M.  S.  R.  Co. 
43  Ohio  St.  504,  54  Am.  Rep.  840,  3  N.  E. 
007;  Freund,  Pol.  Power,  §  305;  Bank  of 
Toledo  V.  Toledo,  1  Ohio  St.  004;  Westfleld 
Gas  ft  Mill  Co.  v.  Mendenhall,  142  Ind.  6.18, 
41  N.  E.  1033;  People  ex  rel.  Peabody  v. 
Chicago  Gas  Trust  Co.  130  111.  208,  8 
L.R.A.  497,  17  Am.  St.  Rep.  3l6,  22  N.  E. 
708;  Richmond  Natur'al  Gas  Co.  t.  Claw- 
son,  155  Ind.  650,  51  L.R.A.  744,  58  N.  E. 
1049;  Wiemer  v.  Louisville  Water  Co.  130 
Fed.  251 ;  Dcs  Moines  v.  Des  Moines  Water- 
works Co.  05  Iowa,  348,  04  N.  W.  200; 
Mobile,  J.  ft  K.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Mississippi,  210 
U.  S.  187,  62  L.  ed.  1010,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
C50;  State  ex  rel.  NayloE  v.  Dodge  Citv, 
M.  ft  T.  R.  Co.  53  Kan.  377,  42  Am.  St. 
Rep.  205,  36  Pac.  747;  Southern  R.  Co.  t. 
Franklin  &  P.  R.  Co.  90  Va.  003,  44  L.R.A. 
297,  32  S.  E.  485 ;  Gibbs  v.  ConH:)lidatpd  (ias 
Co.  130  U.  S.  390,  32  L.  ed.  970,  9  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  553;  Visalia  Gas  ft  Electric  Liglit 
Co.  v.  Sims,  104  Cal.  320,  43  Am.  St.  Rep. 
106,  37  Pac.  1044;  State  ex  rel.  Snyder 
V.  Portland  N.itural  Gas  ft  Oil  Co.  153 
Ind.  48.1,  53  L.R.A.  41.3,  63  N.  E.  1091; 
Xcw  Orleans  (JnsKglit  Co.  v.  I.K>iiisiana 
Light  ft  H.  P.  ft  Mfg.  Co.  115  U.  8.  050, 
29  L.  cd.  510,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  2.V2;  State 
ex  rel.  Wood  v.  Cons-.imers'  Gas  Trust  Co. 
157  Ind.  345,  55  L.R.A.  245,  01  N.  E.  074. 

Gas  companies,  are  public  service  corpo- 
rations. 

Gibbs  V.  Con»olidated  Gas  Co.  supra;  New 
.Memphis  Gas  ft  Light  Co.  t.  Memphis,  72 
Fed.  052;  Smith  v.  CapiUl  Gas  Co.  1.32 
Cal.  209,  54  L.R.A.  709,  64  Pac.  258;  Chi- 
cago Gaslight  ft  Coke  Co.  v.  People's  Gas- 
light ft  Coke  Co,  121  111.  530,  2  Am.  St. 
Rep.  124,  13  N.  E.  169;  Coy  v.  Indianapolis 
Gas  Co.  140  Ind.  C53,  36  L.R.A.  .V35,  46 
N.  E.  17;  Portland  Natural  Gas  ft  Oil  Co. 
r.   Statu,  135   Ind.   5i,   21   L.R.A.   639,  34 
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N.  E.  818;  Beale  &  W.  Railroad  Rate  Regu- 
lation, 41,  208,  30G,  412;  Ruahville  v.  Rusli- 
ville  Natural  Gas  Co.  132  Ind.  575,  15 
L.R.A.  321,  28  N.  E.  853;  Re  Po'or,  65 
Kan.  724,  20  L.R.A.  398,  49  Am.  St.  Rep. 
280,  41  Pac.  068;  Louisville  Gas  Co.  v. 
Dulaney,  100  Ky.  405,  30  L.R.A.  126,  38 
8.  VV.  703;  Owcnsboro  Gaslight  Co.  v.  Hilde- 
brand,  10  Ky.  L.  Rep.  983,  42  S.  W.  351; 
Brunswick  Gaslight  Co.  v.  United  Gas,  Fuel 
&  Light  Co.  83  Me.  532,  35  Am.  St.  Rep. 
385,  27  Atl.  525;  Gaslight  Co.  v.  Colliday, 
26  Md.  1;  Williams  v.  Mutual  Gas  Co.  52 
Mich.  499,  60  Am.  Rep.  268,  18  N.  W.  230; 
St.  Louis  V.  St.  Louis  Gaslight  Co.  70  Mu. 
69;  People  ex  rel.  Kennedy  v.  Manhattan 
Gas  Co.  45  Barb.  13G;  Bath  Gaslight  Co. 
V.  Claffy,  56  N.  Y.  S.  R.  420,  26  N.  Y. 
Supp.  287;  Bloomiicld  &,  R.  Natural  G.ts- 
light  Co.  V.  Richardson,  63  Barb.  437; 
Schmeer  v.  Gaslight  Co.  147  N.  Y.  529,  30 
L.R.A.  653,  42  N.  E.  202;  Morey  v.  Metro- 
politan Gaslight  Co.  6  Jones  &  S.  185;  New 
York  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Metropolitan 
Gaslight  Co.  5  Hun,  201;  Zanesville.  v. 
Zanesville  Gaslight  Co.  47  Ohio  St.  1,  23 
N.  £.  55;  Pittsburgh's  Appeal,  123  Pa.  374, 
16  Atl.  621;  Hoehle  v.  Allegheny  Heating 
Co.  5  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  21;  Baily  v.  Fayette 
Gas-Fuel  Co.  103  Pa.  175,  44  Atl.  251; 
Tacoma  Hotel  Co.  v.  Tacoma  Light  &  Water 
Co.  3  Wash.  316,  14  L.R.A.  009,  28  Am. 
St.  Rep.  35,  28  Pac.  510;  Shepard  v.  Mil- 
waukee Gaslight  Co.  6  Wis.  539,  70  Am. 
Dec.  479. 

The  franchise  is  perpetual. 

Milhau  V.  Sharp,  27  N.  Y.  611,  84  Am. 
Dec.  314;  Davis  v.  New  York,  14  N.  Y. 
506,  67  Am.  Dec.  186;  Suburban  Electric 
Light  &  P.  Co.  V.  East  Orange  Twp.  (N.  J. 
Ch.)  41  Atl.  865;  Mercantile  Trust  Co.  v. 
Denver,  161  Fed.  709. 

It  does  not  lie  within  the  power  of  the 
corporation  itself  to  declare  dissolution 
without  any  reason  advanced. 

Detroit  v.  Detroit  Citizens'  Street  R.  Co. 
184  U.  S.  395,  46  L.  ed.  611,  22  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  410;  Wright  v.  Milwaukee  Electric  R. 
&  Light  Co.  95  Wis.  29,  30  L.R.A.  47,  00 
Am.  St.  Rep.  74,  09  N.  W.  791. 

The  defendant  has  no  right  wilfully  to 
abandon  any  part  of  its  charter  right. 

Kansas  City  Interurban  R.  Co.  v,  Davis, 
197  Mo.  069,  114  Am.  St.  Rep.  790,  95  S. 
W.  881;  Mobile,  J.  &  K.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Mis- 
sissippi, 210  U.  S.  187,  62  L.  ed.  1016,  28 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  650;  Cohen  v.  Wilkinson,  12 
Beav.  125;  Levis  v.  Newton,  75  Fed.  884; 
Cook  on  Corp.  §  913,  flth  ed.  p.  3395;  Har- 
vey V.  Aurora  A  G.  R.  Co.  180  111.  283,  57 
N.  E.  857;  Hamtramck  Twp.  v.  Rapid  R. 
Co.  122  Mich.  472,  81  N.  W.  337;  Milhau 
V.  Sharp,  supra;  People  ex  rel.  Davis  v. 
Sturtevant,  9  N.  Y.  273,  59  Am.  Dec  630; 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Troy  V.  Troy  t  L.  R.  Co.  4S  N.  T.  657; 
Springfield  R.  Co.  t.  Springfield,  85  Mo. 
074;  Pacific  Electric  R.  Co.  v.  Los  Angeles, 
194  U.  S.  112,  48  L.  ed.  896,  24  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  586;  St.  Louis  t.  Western  U.  Teleg. 
Co.  148  U.  8.  02,  37  L.  ed.  380,  13  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  483;  Nash  t.  Lowry,  37  Minn.  261,  33 
N.  W.  787;  East  Louisiana  R.  Co.  v.  New 
Orleans,  40  La.  Ann.  520,  15  So.  157;  Belle- 
ville v.  Citizens'  Horse  R.  Co.  152  111.  171, 
20  L.'R.A.  081,  38  N.  E.  584;  Mobile  v. 
Louisville  &.  N.  R.  Co.  84  Ala.  115,  5  Am. 
St.  Rep.  342,  4  So.  1U6;  Houston  v.  Hous- 
ton City  Street  R.  Co.  83  Te.\.  548,  29  Am. 
St.  Rep.  079,  19  S.  VV.  127;  Mason  v.  Ohio 
River  R.  Co.  51  W.  Va.  183,  41  S.  E.  418; 
Potwin  Place  v.  Topeka  R.  Co.  51  Kan.  609, 
37  Am.  St.  Rep.  315,  33  Pac.  309;  State 
ex  rel.  Grinsfelder  v.  Spokane  Street  B.  Co. 
19  Wash.  618,  41  L.R.A.  515,  07  Am.  St. 
Rep.  739,  63  Pac  720;  State  ex  rel.  Atty. 
Geo.  T.  Cincinnati  Gaslight  &  Coke  Co.  18 
Ohio  St.  292;  Dayton  v.  R.  Co.  12  Ohio 
S.  &  C.  P.  Dec.  286;  Cleveland  &  M.  R  Co. 
V.  Hinirod  Furnace  Co.  37  Ohio  St  331,  41 
Am.  Rep.  609;  Toledo  t.  Northwestern  Ohio 
Natural  Gas  Co.  6  Ohio  C.  C.  561. 

A  franchise  granted  by  a  city  to  a  gas 
company  is  a  contract,  and  the  city  may 
enforce  the  same  by  an  action  for  specific 
performance. 

Pensaeola  Gas  Co.  v.  Provisional  Munici- 
pality, 33  Fla.  322,  14  So.  826. 

Davis,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

Tills  Cuse  was  orally  argued  and  submit- 
ted six  months  ago;  but,  on  account  of  its 
great  importance  to  the  public,  as  well  as 
to  all  public  service  corporations,  we  have 
given  it  unusual  consideration,  and  we  have 
reached  our  conclusions  only  after  most 
careful  deliberation. 

The  chief  question  for  solution  here  is 
whether  the  plaintiff  in  error  may,  under 
the  circumstances  disclosed  in  the  record, 
discontinue  the  furnishing  of  gas  to  the  cify 
of  Akron  and  its  inhabitants,  and  take  aw«y 
from  the  streets  its  mains  and  pipes,  and, 
in  short,  its  whole  plant.  In  seeking  an 
answer  to  this  question,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary first  to  consider  the  nature  of  the 
franchise  granted  to  the  plaintiff  in  error 
by  its  charter,  and  the  extent  of  the  obli- 
gation imposed  upon  it  by  its  acceptance 
of  the  city  ordinance  under  which  it  en- 
tered the  City  and  served  the  public  therein 
until  September  26,  1903.  The  distinction 
between  franchises,  privileges,  or  powers  of 
a  corporation,  on  the  one  hand,  and  its 
duties,  obligations,  or  liabilities,  on  the  oth- 
er hand,  is  elementary.  There  are  no  ob- 
ligations imposed  upon  the  plaintiff  in  error 
by  its  charter,  or  by  the  statutes  under 
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«liiok  it  was  granted,  except  the  require- 
nieut  that  it  shall  have  a  priiicip:il  ollicc, 
to  be  located  at  Cleveland,  and  that  the 
company's  main  line  shall  commence  at 
puinU  on  the  Ohio  river,  and  run  thence 
through  certain  counties  to  Clevuland,  in 
Cuyahoga  county.  These,  with  the  further 
obligation  imposed  by  statute  (§  6780,  Rev. 
Stat.)  that  the  company  shall  allow  no 
lapse  in  the  exercise  of  its  franchise  of  the 
extpnt  of  five  years,  constitute  all  of  tlic 
piN)itive  conditions,  to  far  as  we  are  now 
cnocFrned,  which  are  imposed  upon  this 
(nrnpany.  It  seems  to  us  that,  when  to  this 
aMuciation  of  persons  was  granted  the  right 
to  be  a  corporation  ''for  any  purpose  for 
»hich  individuals  may  lawfully  associate 
themselTes,  e.\cept  for  carrying  on  i)rofcs- 
■ional  business"  (Rev.  Stat.  §  3235),  the 
purpose  is  a  privilege  which  may  or  may 
sot  be  exercised  to  the  full  extent,  ju-st 
aa  individuals  may  modify  their  original 
designs  to  conform  to  circumstances.  Tlicrc- 
fore  the  statement  in  the  articles  of  in- 
corporation that  the  company  is  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  and  furnishing 
gas  to  certain  named  towns  and  cities,  "and 
to  other  cities,  villages,  and  places  in  the 
counties  aforesaid,"  does  not  appear  to  us 
to  be  so  indivisible  that  the  company  must 
conform  to  this  purpose  in  all  of  such  cities, 
villages,  or  places,  or  in  none  of  them.  As 
»e  construe  the  charter  along  with  the  stat- 
utes, the  privilege  conferred  is  of  producing 
and  transporting  gas  to  each  or  all  of  the 
places  named  or  de&cribed,  and  if  to  any  then 
in  the  manner  described.  The  remedy  for 
lonuser  or  misuser  of  the  franchise  lies 
«ith  the  state;  and  the  defendant  in  error, 
the  city  of  Akron,  cannot  invoke  that  rem- 
eily.  Whatever  rights  the  city  may  have 
to  maintain  this  action,  they  must  arise 
uut  of  its  contract  with  the  East  Ohio  Gas 
(vmpany;  for  that  the  ordinance  passed 
in  September,  1808,  and  its  acceptance  by 
the  company,  constituted  a  contract,  will 
scarcely  be  disputed. 

Whether  a  contract  for  the  privilege  of 
ntering  the  streets  of  the  city  was  neccs- 
Kiry  to  the  plaintiff  in  error,  or  whether  the 
'*«{endant  in  error  was  competent  to  make 
't,  is  immaterial  in  this  case.  The  cou- 
■ent  of  the  city  for  that  purpose  was  grant- 
*d  by  the  ordinance,  and  it  was  accepted 
'>v  the  gas  company;  but  no  stipulation  was 
'ude  and  accepted  as  to  the  time  when  the 
1**  of  the  streets  for  the  purposes  of  the 
as  company  should  end.  The  language  of 
the  or:)inance  is:  "That  the  East  Ohio  Gas 
loispany,  its  successors  and  assigns,  arc 
'"■rcby  granted  the  right  to  enter  upon 
•he  streets,  alleys,  and  public  grounds  of 
the  city  of  Akron,  Ohio,  ...  to  main- 
'aio,  operate,  repair,  and  remove  mains  and 
"6  ULA.(K.S.) 


pipes,  .  .  .  together  with  the  right  to 
construct  and  maintain,  repair,  and  remove 
all  necessary  regulators,"  etc.  Did  the 
granting  of  this  privilege  or  right  and  its 
acceptance  constitute  an  agreement  by  the 
gjs  company  that,  having  entered  the  city, 
it  should  remain  there  forever,  if  the  city 
should  not  permit  it  to  withdraw!  The 
logic  of  the  defendant  in  error  would  seem 
to  support  an  aflirmative  answer  to  this 
question.  But,  if  the  company  enters  by 
virtue  of  tlie  contract  and  can  withdraw 
only  by  consent  of  the  city,  then  the  con- 
tract lacks  mutuality;  for  we  can  discover 
no  corresponding  stipulation  in  favor  of 
the  company.  It  is  true  that  the  ordinance 
grants  the  right  to  enter  and  occupy  the 
streets,  but  in  lespectto  the  time  when  itshall 
terminate  its  occupar.cy  and  withdraw,  the 
ordinance  is  silent.  May  we  infer  from  this 
silence  that  tlie  gas  company  has  a  perpetual 
franchise  in  the  streets?  We  are  not  now 
pre]>ared  to  hold  that  the  company  has  thus 
iicquircd  such  a  perpetual  franchise;  and 
we  feel  quite  sure  that  even  the  defendant 
in  error,  on  more  mature  roliection,  would 
not  insist  upon  such  a  conclusion.  This 
court  laid  it  down  as  the  law,  in  Wabash 
R.  Co.  V.  Defiance,  62  Ohio  St.  262,  307, 
40  N.  E.  89,  100,  that  "every  grant  in 
derogation  of  the  right  of  the  public  in 
the  free  and  unobstructed  use  of  the  streets, 
or  restrictive  of  the  control  of  the  proper 
agencies  of  the  municipal  body  over  them, 
or  of  the  legitimate  exercise  of  their  pow- 
ers in  the  public  interest,  will  be  construed 
strictly  against  the  grantee,  and  liberally 
in  favor  of  the  public,  and  never  extended 
beyond  its  express  terms  when  not  Indis- 
pensable to  give  effect  to  the  grant."  The 
doctrine,  as  well  as  the  judgment,  in  this 
case  was  aflirmed  in  Wabash  R.  Co.  v.  De- 
fiance, 107  U.  S.  88,  42  L.  ed.  87,  17  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  748.  The  same  rule  of  construc- 
tion was  approved  and  followed  in  Blair  v. 
Chicago,  201  U.  S.  400,  50  L.  ed.  801,  26 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  427,  and  in  Cleveland  Elec- 
tric R.  Co.  V.  Cleveland,  204  U.  S.  116, 
51  L.  ed.  309,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  202. 

It  comes,  then,  to  this:  That,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  limitations  as  to  time,  the  termina- 
tion of  the  frauchise  is  indefinite,  and,  to 
preserve  mutuality  in  the  contract,  the  fran- 
chise can  continue  only  so  long  as  both  par- 
ties are  consenting  thereto.  Or,  to  state  it 
concretely,  the  contract  being  silent  as  to 
the  duration  of  the  franchise,  and  the  ten- 
year  a-jrccment  as  to  the  price  of  gas  hav- 
ing expired,  the  city  may,  under  its  power 
of  regulation,  impuse  new.  conditions  as  to 
price,  and  the  gns  conipiny  may  accept  or 
reject  these.  If  the  refusal  to  comply  is 
final,  the  comjiany  necessarily  incurs  the 
penalty   of   forfeiture   of    its   franchise   to 
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serve  the  people  of  the  city;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  being  no  provision  to  that 
effect  in  the  original  contract,  the  city  can- 
not directly  or  indirectly  deprive  the  gas 
company  oif  its  property  without  due  process 
of  law,  when  the  latter  withdraws  from  the 
further  exercise  of  its  franchise.  Cleveland 
Electric  R.  Co.  v.  Cleveland,  supra.  In  ac- 
cord with  §§  2478,  2479,  Rev.  Stat.  1880, 
in  §  0  of  the^  ordinance,  the  parties  entered 
into  an  agreement  regulating  the  price  of 
gas  for  ten  years  from  and  after  the  dim- 
age  of  the  ordinance,  and,  so  far  as  it  ap- 
pears in  this  record,  this  agreement  has 
been  faithfully  kept  by  both  parties,  and 
it  is  not  now  a  subject  of  controversy.  But 
it  has  been  suggested,  rather  than  argued, 
tliat  this  clause  in  the  ordinance,  viz.,  "And 
the  council  of  said  city  of  Akron  shall  not, 
during  the  period  of  ten  years  from  and 
after  the  p.issage  of  this  ordinance,  pass 
any  ordinance  fixing  or  attempting  to  fix 
the  rates  at  which  gas  shall  be  supplied,  at 
any  lower  price  than  these  set  forth,"  raises 
an  implied  contract  that  the  city  may  regu- 
late the  price,  after  the  e-xpiration  of  the 
ten-year  term.  When  the  written  contract 
is  silent  in  regard  to  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance  to  both  parties,  it  is  not  to  be 
lightly  presumed  tliat  it  was  intended  to 
I  imply  an  agreement  upon  that  point.  The 
implication  should  clearly  appear  from  the 
whole  instrument.  While  the  courts -will 
give  effect  to  that  which  clearly  appears 
to  be  the  intention  of  the  parties,  yet  the 
safe  rule  appears  to  'be  as  stated  by  Lord 
Cockbum  in  Churchward  v.  R.  L.  R.  1  Q.  B. 
173,  195,  106,  as  follows:  "But  in  all  these 
instances  where  a  contract  is  silent,  tbo 
court  or  jury  who  are  called  upon  to  imply 
an  obligation  on  the  other  side  which  does 
not  appear  in  the  terms  of  the  contract, 
must  take  great  care  that  they  do.  not 
make  the  contract  speak  where  it  was  inten- 
tionally silent;  and  above  all  that  tliey  do  not 
make  it  speak  entirely  contrary  to  what, 
as  may  be  gathered  from  the  wliole  tenns 
and  tenor  of  the  contract,  was  the  intention 
of  the  parties.  Tliis  I  take  to  be  a  sound 
and  safe  rule  of  construction  with  regard  to 
implied  covenants  and  agreements  which  are 
not  expressed  in  the  contract." 

Keeping  in  mind  this  rule  of  construc- 
tion, it  srems  to  us  that  undoubtedly  the 
city  may  regulate  the  price  of  gas  after  the 
expiration  of  the  ten-year  term  expressed 
in  the  contract,  if  the  gas  company  con- 
tinues to  exercise  its  franchise  in  the  city; 
but  it  may  do  so,  not  by  virtue  of  the  con- 
tmct,  but  by  virtue  of  the  statute  which 
empowers  the  city  council  to  fix  the  price 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  ten  years.  Hav- 
ing done  so  for  a  period  of  ten  years  from 
September  20,  1808,  its  power  was  not  ex- 
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hausted,  but,  so  long  as  the  gas  company 
continues  to  exercise  ita  franchise  within 
the  city,  the  council  may  fix  the  price  for 
any  period  not  exceeding  ten  years,  and 
so  on  until  the  gas  company  discontinues. 
This  is  in  accord  with  the  judgment  of 
this  court  in  Zanesville  Gaslight  Co.  v. 
Zanesville,  47  Ohio  St.  39,  23  N.  E.  GO. 
The  question  there  was  whether  §  2478, 
Rev.  Stat.  1880,  could  be  applied  to  a  com- 
pany organized  under  the  old  Constitution, 
and  which  was  endeavoring  to  disconnect 
its  pipes  from  the  street  lamps  and  city 
buildings,  but  was,  at  the  same  time,  con- 
tinuing to  supply  the  private  consumers 
with  gas.  The  question  whether  the  gas 
company  might  wholly  quit  business  in  th« 
city,  and  withdraw  by  disconnecting  and 
taking  up  its  pipe  lines,  was  not  in  the  case 
and  was  not  considered.  A  reference  to 
the  twin  case  of  Zauesviilc  v.  Zanesville 
Gaslight  Co.  47  Ohio  St.  1,  10,  23  X.  E.  55, 
58,  will  disclose  the  fact  that,  by  the  ordi- 
nance under  which  the  Zanesville  Gaslight 
Company  obtained  the  privilege  to  lay  its 
pipes  in  the  streets  and  alleys  of  Zanesville, 
it  was  expressly  provided  that  "the  Zanc.v 
ville  Gaslight  Company  shall,  during  sucli 
time  as  they  enjoy  the  privileges  granted  by 
this  ordinance,  supply  the  town  council  with 
such  quantities  of  gns  as  miy  be  by  them 
required  for  public  lamps,  at  a  price  not  ex- 
ceeding," etc.  Therefore,  when  it  was  held 
in  Zanesville  Gaslight  Co.  v.  Zanesville,  su- 
pra, that  the  price  of  gas  might  be  con- 
trolled by  §  2478,  Rev.  Stat.  1830,  it  fol- 
lowed, as  held  in  Z.tnesville  v.  Zanesville 
Gaslight  Co.  supra,  that,  if  the  gas  company 
refused  to  obey  the  second  ordinance  regu- 
lating the  price,  it  might  be  compelled  by 
mandatory  injunction  to  do  so,  "so  long  es 
it  continues  to  exercise  and  enjoy  its  fran- 
chises, as  a  g's  company,"  which  franchi.«es 
were  to  be  a  gas  company  in  Zanesville 
only.  If  the  East  Ohio  Gas  Company 
were  insisting  upon  a  right  to  furnish  gas 
to  some  of  its  patrons  in  Akron  and  at  the 
same  time  refusing  to  do  the  sjm>!  ser\-ico 
to  others,  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Zanesville  Case  would  receive 
great  consideration,  notwithstanding  that 
the  original  Akron  ordinance  does  not  con- 
tain tne  controlling  provision  which  is  found 
in  the  Zanesville  ordinance.  But  that  is 
not  this  case. 

The  defendant  in  error  seems  to  be  in- 
sistent that,  inasmuch  as  the  plaintiff  in 
error  is  a  corporation  serving  the  public,  it, 
in  some  way,  becomes  absolutely  subject 
to  control  by  the  public,  which  it  serves. 
Tlie  answer  to  this  claim  is  very  well  ex- 
pressed by  t!ie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  spc.tking  through  Chief  Justice 
Waite,  ia  Muuu  v.  Illinois,  04  U.  S.  113, 
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1>6,  24  L.  cd.  77,  84:  "Property  does  be- 
come clothed  with  a  public  interest  when 
uised  in  a  manner  to  make  it  of  public  cou- 
Kquence,  and  affect  the  community  at 
It^.  When,  therefore,  one  devotes  bis 
property  to  a  use  in  which  the  public  has 
an  interest,  he,  in  effect,  grants  to  the 
pablie  an  interest  in  that  use,  and  must 
submit  to  be  controlled  by  the  public  for  the 
common  good, , to  the  extent  of  the  interest 
he  has  thus  created.  He  may  withdraw  his 
grant  by  discontinuing  the  use ;  but,  so  long 
M  be  maintains  the  use,  he  must  submit  to 
the  control." 

Defendant  in  error  also  claims  that  the 
statpment  made  in  the  amended  answer  of 
the  East  Ohio  Gas  Company,  that  it  in- 
tended to  relinquish  and  surrender  its  priv- 
ilogps  and  franchises,  granted  to  it  by  the 
oniinance  of  September  20,  1898,  and  wholly 
to  retire  from  said  city,  is  a  mere  threat 
which  is  intended  to  intimidate  the  city  of 
Akron  and  its  inhabitants,  and,  if  carried 
out,  would  be  an  unlawful  discrimination. 
It  docs  not  appear  in  the  record  that  the 
gas  company  is  not  making  that  declaration 
in  good  faith ;  and,  when  it  does  so  appear, 
it  will  then  be  the  proper  time  to  consider 
it  The  entire  abandonment  of  its  franchise 
in  Akion,  and  seeking  its  fortunes  elsewhere 
within  the  charter  limits,  do  not  constitute 
unlawful  discrimination  as  generally  under- 
stood. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  review  and 
distinguish  the  numerous  authorities  cited 
for  the  defendant  in  error.  We  heartily  as- 
lent  to  very  many  of  them,  but  they  do  not 
•eem  to  us  to  be  applicable  to  the  precise  is- 
■ue  which  we  here  have  under  consideration. 

Judgment  reversed,  and  judgment  for 
plaintiff  in  error. 

Crew,  Ch.  J.,  and  Sammers  and  Price, 
JJ_  concur. 


OHIO  SUPREME  COITRT. 

C.   E.   RICHARDS,  PUT,   in  Err., 

V. 

MARKET  EXCHANGE  BANK  COMPANY. 

(81  Ohio  St.  348,  00  N.  E.  1000.) 

Kote — surety  —  signing    on    face  —  Ila- 
bility. 

1.  One  who  signs  a  promissory  note  on 
the  face  thereof,  nnd  who  in  that  way  be- 
«OB!es  a  surety  Ifor  the  principal  maker,  is, 
by  force  of  {  31T8a,  Revised  Statutes,  pri- 
marily liable  for  the  payment  of  such  note. 


Hcadnotes  by  the  Coubi. 
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Same  —  discharge  —  statutory  grounds. 

2.  Section  3173j,  Revised  Statutes,  re- 
lating to  the  discharge  of  negotiable  in- 
struments, provides  in  what  manner  and  for 
what  causes  such  instruments  may  be  disi- 
charged,  and,  by  force  of  the  rule,  Ea>pre$sio 
uniut  est  exclusio  alterius,  sureties  upon 
such  instruments  who  are  primarily  liable 
thereon  cannot  be  otherwise  relieved  from 
responsibility  for  their  payment. 

Same  —  agreement  varying  terms. 

3.  The  rule  of  the  common  law  that  any 
agreement  between  the  holder  of  a  promis- 
sory note  and  the  principal,  which  varies 
essentially  the  terms  of  the  contract  by 
which  a  surety  is  bound,  without  the  con- 
sent of  such  surety,  will  work  his  release 
from  liability,  is  no  longer  in  force  as  to 
one  who  has  signed  on  the  face  of  the  in- 
strument; such  rule  having  been  in  effect 
abrogated  by  |i  3175j,  Revised  Statutes. 
Sante  —  alteration  —  extension  of  time. 

4.  Sections  3175o  and  3176p,  Revised 
Statutes,  relating  to  the  alteration  of  in- 
struments, appy  to  the  physical  alteration 
of  the  instrument  itself,  but  do  not  apply 
to  a  contract  between  the  holder  and  the 
principal  maker  for  an  extension  of  time  of 
payment  of  the  instrument. 

(January  Z8,  1910.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Frank- 
lin County  to  review  a  judgment  affirm- 
ing a  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  the  amount  alleged  to  be 
due  on  a  promissory  note.    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Spear,  J. : 

At  the  April  term,  1907,  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  Franklin,  a  judgment  was 
entered  as  by  confession  upon  a  cognovit 
note,  on  the  face  of  which  appeared  the 
names  of  the  Ohio  Dredging  Company,  a 
corporation,  and  others,  with  the  plaintiff  in 
error,  C.  E.  Richards,  against  said  parties, 
and  in  favor  of  the  Market  Exchange  Bank 
Company,  defendant  in  error  here,  for 
$5,017,  and  costs.    Later  in  the  term  Rich- 


Vote.  —  Effect,  under  negotiable  ■  in- 
Btrumenta  law,  of  extension  of  time 
to  principal,  to  releaae  one  toho,  on 
the  face  of  the  instrument,  is  pri- 
marily liable,  but  who  ia  in  foot 
surety. 

This  subject  is  covered  in  a  note  append- 
ed to  Vanderford  v.  Farmers'  &■  M.  Nat. 
Bank,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  129.  But  two  later 
cases  other  than  Richards  t.  Mabket 
ExcH.  Bank  Co.  have  been  found.  These 
cases  are  in  harmony  with  that  case,  and 
also  in  harmony  with  cases  considered  in 
said  note.  One  of  them,  Bradley  Engineer- 
inp  &  Mfg.  Co.  V.  Heyburn  (Wash.)  100  Pac. 
170,  cites  with  approval  the  note  appended 
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ards,  here  plaintiff  in  error,  made  applica- 
tion to  tlic  court  to  suspend  tlie  judgment, 
and  for  leave  to  lile  answer.  The  answer 
tendered  set  up  as  defense  tliat  he,  the  de- 
fendant,' was  surety  only  on  tlie  note,  the 
Ohio  Dredging^  Company  being  the  princi- 
pal, all  of  whicli  was  Icnuwn  to  plaintiff,  and 
that  the  plaintiff  had,  without. the  knowl- 
edge or  consent  of  answering  defendant,  for 
a  valuable  consideration,  extended  the  time 
of  payment  of  the  note.  But  the  court  on 
consideration  refused  to  suspend  the  judg- 
ment, and  refused  to  allow  defendant  to 
Ale  said  proposed  answer,  upon  the  ground, 
and  for  t)ie  reason  only,  that  it  did  not 
and  does  not  slate  a  defense.  A  motion  for 
new  trial  was  then  interposed,  which  was 
■  also  overruled.  On  error  to  the  circuit  court, 
the  judgment  was  affirmed.  Richards  seeks 
a  reversal  of  both  judgments. 

Messrs.  Sater  &  Seymour  and  Charles 
O.  Pavey,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

The  previous  statutes  defining  the  rights 
of  sureties  do  not  so  conflict  witli  the  provi- 
sions of  the  negotiable  instruments  act  as 
to  be  necessarily  repealed  by  implication. 

Sutherland,  Stat.  Constr.  §§  137,  138,  147, 
152;  Wood  v.  United  States,  16  Pet.  342,  10 
L.  ed.  987;  Galena  v.  Amy  (Galena  v.  Unit- 
ed States)  5  Wall.  705,  18  L.  cd.  SCO;  Ar- 
thur V.  Homer,  96  U.  S.  137,  24  L.  ed.  811; 
Clay  County  v.  Society  for  Savings,  104  U. 
S.  579,  20  L.  ed.  858;  Ex  parte  Crow  Dog 
(Ex  parte  Kang-Gi-Shun-Ca)  109  U.  S.  650, 
27  L.  ed.  1030,  3  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  390;  Coats 
V.  Hill,  41  Ark.  149;  Connors  v.  Carp  River 
Iron  Co.  54  Mich.  168,  19  N.  W.  938;  Peo- 
ple ex  rel.  Canajoharie  Nat.  Bank  v.  Mont- 
gomery County,  67  N.  Y.  109,  23  Am.  Rep. 
94;  Cass  v.  Dillon,  2  Ohio  St.  007;  Brown 
V.  Van  Wert,  4  Ohio  C.  C.  407 ;  State  ex  rel. 
Fosdick  V.  Perry shurg,  14  Ohio  St.  473; 
State  V.  Newton,  20  Ohio  St.  200. 

The  negotiable  instruments  act  was  not  a 
general  revision  of  the  statutes  of  Oiiio  on 


negotiable  instruments,  and  all  other  stat- 
utes and  positive  law  in  Ohio  on  the  sub- 
ject have  not  been  abrogated. 

Sutherland,  Stat.  Constr.  §§  154-158. 

Th«  alteration  of  a  written  agreement  by 
the  holder  and  principal  debtor,  without  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  surety,  works 
a  release  of  the  surety. 

Brandt,  Suretyship,  §  378 ;  Stuts  v.  Stray- 
er,  60  Ohio  St.  384,  71  Am.  St.  Rep.  723, 
54  N.  E.  308;  Koppitz-Melchers  IJrewing 
Co.  V.  Schultz,  08  Ohio  St.  415,  07  N.  E. 
719;  People's  Ins.  Co.  v.  McDonnell,  41  Ohio 
St.  650;  lUe  v.  Churchill,  14  Ohio  St.  372. 

Mr.  Cliarlcs  J.  Prctziiian,  for  defendant 
in  error: 

Where  several  parties  sign  a  joint  and 
several  promissory  note,  one  signing  it  to 
accommodate  another,  and  the  holder  of  the 
note,  with  knowledge  of  this  fact,  extends 
the  time  of  payment  at  maturity  for  a  val- 
uable consideration,  and  without  the  consent 
of  the  accommodation  signer,  the  latter  is 
not  discharged  from  liability  on  the  note. 

Vanderford  v.  Farmers'  &  M.  Nat.  Bank, 
105  Md.  104,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  129,  66  Atl. 
47;  Cellers  v.  Meachem  (Cellers  v.  Lyons) 
49  Or.  186,  10  L.RJi.(N.S.)  133,  89  Pac. 
426,  13  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  997;  Rouse  v. 
Wooten,  140  N.  C.  557,  111  Am.  St.  Rep. 
875,  53  S.  E.  430,  6  A.  A  E.  Ann.  Cas.  280; 
Eaton  &  G.  Com.  Paper,  §  123. 

The  negotiable  instruments  act  was  a  gen- 
eral revision  of  the  statutes  of  Ohio  on  ne- 
gotiable instruments,  and  hence  an  abroga- 
tion and  repeal  of  all  other  statutes  and 
positive  law  in  Ohio  upon  the  subject. 

Lorain  PI.  Road  Co.  v.  Cotton,  12  Ohio 
St.  272;  Shelby  County  v.  Frego,  20  Ohio 
St.  491 ;  Moore  v.  Vance,  1  Ohio,  10;  26  Am. 
&  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  733;  State  v.  Wyandot 
County,  16  Ohio  C.  C.  218;  Andrews  v.  Peo- 
ple, 75  III.  605;  Broaddus  v.  Broaddus,  10 
Bush,  299;  Rockficld  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  77 
Ohio  St.  311,  14  L.R.A.(N.s:)  842,  83  N.  E. 
392;  Eaton  &  G.  Com.  Paper,  §  123. 


to  the  Vanderford  Case,  and  also  that  case. 
as  sustaining  the  position  taken  by  the 
court,  that  tlie  negotiable  instruments  act 
in  effect  makes  one  who  signs  a  note  as 
maker  primarily  liable  thereon,  and  pre- 
cludes him  from  making  defenses  open  to 
a  surety,  but  not  available  to  the  maker  of 
a  negotiable  instrument. 

Wolstenholme  v.  Smith,  34  Utah,  300,  97 
Pac.  329,  cited  in  Richards  v.  JlAnKET 
Excir.  Bank  Co.,  also  sustained  this  doc- 
trine, and  applied  it  to  an  accommodation 
maker.  In  referring  to  the  criticism  of 
this  doctrine,  that  the  relation  and  lia- 
bility of  a  surety  was  thereby  changed,  and 
that  the  doctrine  was  inconsistent  with  an- 
other section  of  the  act  relating  to  the  re- 
lease of  sureties,  the  court  pointed  out  that 
by  this  act  a  person  signing  as  maker  was, 
by  operation  of  law,  primarily  liable,  and 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


that  the  law  that  a  person  signing  a  negotia- 
ble instrument  was  not  bound  by  his  ap- 
parent oblig.ntion,  but  by  his  obligation  in 
fact,  was  not  thereby  changed,  and  added: 
"Under  the  new  law  the  appellant's  ap- 
parent engagement  as  a  maker  and  princi- 
pal debtor  is  his  real  and  actual  engatre- 
mcnt.  He  signed  the  note  as  a  maker.  By 
the  terms  of  the  instrument,  he  is  absolute- 
ly required  to  pay  it.  The  statute  in  such 
ca.sB  makes  him  an  actual-  principal,  and 
renders  him  primarily  liable,  though  in  fact 
he  received,  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
holder,  no  part  of  the  consideration,  and 
only  signed  the  note  for  the  purpose  of 
lending  his  name  to  another.  Having  signed 
the  note  as  an  apparent  maker  and  princi- 
pal debtor,  he  cannot  thereafter  be  hoai-d 
to  assort  the  contrary,  so  as  to  affect  hia 
liability  on  the  instrument." 
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Spear,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

If  the  answer  tendered  stated  a  defense, 
the  motion  to  file  it  should  have  been  sus- 
tained, and  to  refuse  it  was  error.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  pleading  failed  to  state 
a  defense,  it  was  not  only  within  the  power 
of  the  trial  court  to  refuse  to  permit  it  to 
be  filed,  but  it  was  its  duty  to  so  refuse,  and 
the  judgment  should  be  a£Sruied.  The  ulti- 
mate question,  therefore,  is:  Where  parties 
execute  a  joint  and  several  promissory  note, 
all  signing  on  the  face  thereof,  one  being  in 
fact  a  surety,  and  the  holder  of  the  note, 
with  knowledge  of  this  fact,  at  the  maturity 
of  the  note,  extends  the  time  of  payment  for 
a  valuable  consideration,  and  without  the 
consc-nt  of  the  surety,  is  the  latter  dis- 
charged from  liability  on  the  note?  It  is 
conceded  that  upon  equitable  principles  in- 
corporated as  part  of  the  common  law,  and 
sustained  by  numerous  authoritative  deci- 
sions of  the  eourts  of  this  state,  the  answer 
would  necessarily  be  in  the  affirmative,  un- 
less the  act  of  April  17,  1902,  entitle.^,  "Xn 
Act  to  Establish  a  Law  Uniform  witl)  tlte 
Laws  of  Other  States  on  Negotiable  Instru- 
ments." (Rev.  Stat.  §§  3171-3178g)  re- 
quires a  dilTerent  answer.  That  act  estab- 
lishes the  status  of  parties  to  negotiable  in- 
struments. As  to  accommodation  parties, 
the  provision  (§  3172a)  is:  "(Liability  of 
accommodation  party.)  An  accommodation 
party  is  one  who  has  signed  the  instrument 
as  maker,  drawer,  acceptor,  or  indorser, 
without  receiving  value  therefor,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  lending  his  name  to  some 
other  person.  Such  a  person  is  liable  on  the 
instrument  to  a  holder  for  value,  notwith- 
standing such  holder,  at  the  time  of  taking 
the  instrument,  knew  him  to  be  only  an  ac- 
commodation party."  As  to  those  primarily 
liable,  it  provides  that  "the  person  'pri- 
marily' liable  on  an  instrument  is  the  per- 
son who,  by  the  terms  of  the  instrument,  is 
absolutely  required  to  pay  the  same.  All 
other  parties  are  'secondarily'  liable."  Sec- 
tion 317Ha.  We  suppose  the  law  to  te  too 
well  settled  to  require  citation  of  authori- 
tv"s  ill  its  support,  that  a  surety  is  an  orig- 
inal maker,  and  becomes  primarily  liable  to 
any  party  lawfully  holding  the  paper,  his 
liability  to  pay  being  absolute,  and  in  no 
spuse  dependent  upon'  demand  at  maturity. 
To  obtain  some  trust,  confidence,  or  credit 
for  another,  the  surety  engages  to  be  an- 
swerable for  him.  A  surety  upon  a  note 
undertakes  to  pay  if  the  principal  debtor 
does  not.  He  is  absolutely  liable  as  soon  as 
default  is  made.  Having  undertaken  to  be 
bound  for  the  debt  of  another,  he  becomes 
bound  as  the  principal  is  bound,  and  is  pri- 
marily liable.  For  further  comment  respect- 
ing the  primary  liability  of  a  surety,  see 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


Ilonse  V.  Wooten,  140  N.  C.  557,  111  Am.  St. 
Itcp.  S75,  53  S.  E.  430,  C  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
:i80.  So  that  Richards  being,  according  to 
the  averments  of  his  answer,  a  surety,  he 
became  liable  upon  the  note  primarily  at 
its  inception.  It  is  to  be  understood  that 
here,  and  elsewhere  in  the  opinion,  we  are 
dealing  with  the  liability  of  an  accommoda- 
tion maker,  who  has  signed  on  the  face  of 
the  note.  By  the  act  under  review,  the  dis- 
charge of  negotiable  instruments  as  to  per- 
sons primarily  liable  is  provided  in  §  3176J 
as  follows: 

"Discharge  of  Negotiable  Instruments. 

"Sec.  3175J.  [Instrument;  how  dis- 
charged.] A  negotiable  instrument  is  dis- 
charged :  ( 1 )  By  payment  in  due  course  by 
or  on  behalf  of  the  principal  debtor;  (2) 
by  payment  in  due  course  by  the  party  ac- 
commodated, where  the  instrument  is  made 
or  accepted  for  aecommodution ;  (3)  by  the 
intentional  cancelation  thereof  by  the  hold- 
er; (4)  by  any  other  act  which  will  dis- 
charge a  simple  contract  for  the  payment 
(if  ^"oTirty,  .;5>.  wlt3;i  the  4)riijc!pal  debtor 
bccoiftijgf  tiie  KoJ^ei;  erf  ^.le  in3t};ulsenif  ?.t  J\r 
after  maturity  in  Ifi's  own  Tigltt?'"-     **.!'. 

The  section  following  makes  provision  for 
discharge  with  respect  to  persons  secondari- 
ly liable,  viz.: 

"Sec.  3175k.  [When  person  secondarily 
liable  on,  discharged.]  A  person  secondarily 
liable  on  the  instrument  is  discharged:  (1) 
By  any  act  which  discharges  the  instru- 
ment; (2)  by  the  intentional  cancelation  of 
his  signature  by  the  holder;  (3)  by  the  dis- 
charge of  a  prior  party;  (4)  by  a  valid 
tender  of  payment  made  by  a  prior  party; 
('))  by  a  release  of  the  principal  debtor, 
unless  the  holder's  right  of  recourse  against 
the  party  secondarily  liable  is  expressly  re- 
served; (6)  by  any  agreement  binding  upon 
the  holder  to  extend  the  time  of  payment, 
or  to  postpone  the  holder's  right  to  enforce 
the  instrument,  unless  made  with  the  as- 
sent of  the  person  secondarily  liable,  or  un- 
less the  right  of  recourse  against  such  party 
is  expressly  reserved." 

The  entire  field  of  discharge  appears  to 
be  here  covered,  and,  unless  some  controll- 
ing reason  can  be  adduced  showing  that  this 
statute  does  not  apply,  its  application  to 
and  control  of  the  case  at  bar  would  seem 
to  follow.  It  is,  however,  insisted  by  coun- 
sel for  plaintiff  in  error  that,  since  there  is 
in  the  later  act  no  express  repeal  of  earlier 
legislation  bearing  on  the  rights  and  liabili- 
ties of  sureties  on  negotiable  instruments, 
and  since  repeals  by  implication  are  not  fa- 
vored, we  must  conclude  that  the  former 
legislation  is  still  in  force,  and  inasmuch  as 
there  is  apparent  conflict  between  the  nego- 
tiable instruments  act  as  construed  by  the 
courts  below,  and  the  earlier  legislation,  it 
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must  be  presumed  that  the  construction 
thus  given  the  act  is  not  the  correct  con- 
struction; and  that  the  purpose  ascribed  by 
those  courts  to  the  general  assembly  in  pass- 
ing the  act  was  not  its  real  purpose.  Tlie 
sections  of  the  Revised  Statutes  to  which 
special  attention  is  called  by  counsel  are 
numbers  6419,  6832,  and  5830,  though  gen- 
eral reference  is  made  to  other  sections  of 
the  same  chapter.  Without  taking  space 
to  give  the  above-mentioned  sections  in  de- 
tail, their  substance  may  be  stated  thus: 
Section  5419  provides  how  judgment  against 
principal  and  surety  may  be  entered,  and 
for  execution  in  such  cases;  §  5832  provides 
that  sureties  on  bank  paper  who  were  known 
to  be  such  at  the  time  the  contract  was 
.  made  may  prove  that  fact,  notwithstanding 
it  may  contradict  the  face  of  the  instru- 
ment; and  §  5836  that  a  surety  in  a  judg- 
ment who  has  paid  it  may  be  subrogated  to 
the  rights  of  the  judgment  creditor,  and 
may  revive  the  judgment  if  it  has  become 
dormant. 

We  fail  to  perceive  any  necessary  conQict. 
•hetwe^V  thgs^' tdcticins 'tiiiC  -tUe'ii^gathrtil^ 
iq^riilrfen»  id  in  the  ']>artieu«^rs  iteS'fe  Sd-' 
VoIVSd,  and 'in  this  respect  we  are  in  accord 
with  the  claims  of  coimsel;  but  does  it  fol- 
low that  the  conclusion  of  counsel  is  cor- 
rect? It  is  not  contended  that  either  of 
these  sections,  or  any  part  of  chapter  12, 
title  1,  division  7,  provides  for  the  dis- 
charge of  a  surety,  where  a  valid  agreement 
for  extension  of  time  of  payment  has  been 
made  as  between  the  holder  and  the  prin- 
cipal debtor ;  that  rule  resting  entirely  upon 
the  principles  of  the  common  law.  Recur- 
ring again  to  the  above  cited  sections,  it  will 
be  noted  that  §§  5419  and  5S3G  are  mainly 
for  the  protection  and  advantage  of  the  sure- 
ty as  between  him  and  the  principal  debtor, 
and  affect  the  rights  or  liabilities  of  the 
surety  as  l)etween  him  and  the  holder  only 
incidentally.  Section  5419  provides  for  a 
situation  which  may  arise  when  judgment 
is  taken  as  to  the  form  thereof,  and  there- 
after as  to  its  enforcement,  and  §  5836  con- 
fers rights  upon  a  surety  after  judgment; 
neither  section  providing  for  a  situation 
arising,  save  as  above  indicated,  before  judg- 
ment, neither  giving  any  discharge  from  lia- 
bility on  the  instrument,  and  preventing 
judgment.  The  present  act  (§  3175J),  as  we 
have  already  found,  provides  only  for  the 
discharge  of  a  party  by  a  discharge  of  the 
instrument  itself.  Section  5832  is  an  an- 
cient statute  intended  for  the  protection  of 
sureties  in  contracts  for  the  payment  of 
money  to  banks  and  bankers,  but  only  to 
the  extent  of  having  such  relation  defined 
and  established,  and  securing  to  such  par- 
ties the  privilege  of  sureties,  notwithstand- 
ing any  contrary  expression  in  the  contract 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


itself;  that  is,  the  terms  of  the  written  in- 
strument can,  by  virtue  of  this  section,  be 
contradicted  by  oral  proof,  and  such  parties 
are  given  "all  the  privileges  of  sureties," 
but  there  is  no  attempt  to  define  what  those 
privileges  are.  In  neither  of  these  sections 
is  there  any  attempt  to  discharge  the  surety 
from  the  debt  itself.  So,  we  find  that  each 
section  subserves  its  own  separate  and  dis- 
tinct purpose,  and  neither  appears  to  us  to 
be  in  any  manner  or  to  any  extent  incon- 
sistent with  later  legislation. 

We  come  now  to  $  6833,  which  presents  a 
different  question.  It  provides  that  a  per- 
son bound  as  surety  in  a  written  instrument 
for  the  payment  of  money  may,  if  a  cause  of 
action  accrue  thereon,  by  written  demand, 
require  the  creditor  to  commence  an  action 
forthwith  against  the  principal  debtor,  and 
proceed  diligently  to  collection,  and  failure 
to  comply  by  the  creditor  shall  work  a  for- 
feiture of  his  right  to  recover  of  the  surety. 
Here  is  a  provision  for  discharge  as  to  the 
instrument  itself,  and  the  question  is:  To 
xybQU),,  taken  in  connection  with  all  the  pro- 
.viSio'pa-*  of  the  negotiable  instruments  act 
bearfng*  on  the  question  of  discharge,  does 
it  apply?  Whether  or  not  it  might  apply 
to  those  who  are  by  §  3178a  made  second- 
arily liable,  we  need  not  stop  to  inquire, 
for  we  have  not  that  situation;  but  it  ap- 
pears irreconcilable  with  §  3175j,  if  at- 
tempted to  be  applied  to  parties  whose 
names  appear  on  the  face  of  the  instrument 
We  are  of  opinion  that,  at  all  events,  it 
should  not  be  held  applicable  to  those  who, 
by  the  terms  of  the  negotiable  instruments 
act,  are  primarily  liable.  And  the  same  con- 
clusion applies  to  §  5834  following. 

However,  if  these  sections  or  any  of  them 
are  so  inconsistent  with  the  negotiable  in- 
struments act  as  that  they  cannot  stand 
with  it,  then  we  are  satisfied  that  the  older 
enactments  must  give  way.  Tliere  is  <~'nch 
to  bo  said  in  support  of  the  claim  that  the 
general  assembly  intended  the  later  act  to 
form  a  complete  system  of  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject of  negotiable  instruments.  The  title 
of  the  act,  the  main  heading  "Negotiable 
Instruments,"  and  the  divisions  and  subdi- 
visions, lend  color  to  this  conclusion,  and 
the  subhead,  subd.  1,  c.  2,  "Negotiable  In- 
struments in  General,"  would  seem  espe- 
cially to  imply  it.  The  title  of  the  act  is  a 
fair  guide  to  its  general  purpose.  That  its 
main  object  was  to  reconcile,  as  far  as  might 
bo,  the  hitherto  irreconcilable  conflict  be- 
tween statutes  and  judicial  utterances  in 
the  several  states,  as  held  in  Rockfield  T. 
First  Nat.  Bank,  77  Ohio  St  311,  14  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  842,  83  N.  E.  392,  is  entirely  appar- 
ent. Commenting  upon  the  effect  of  the 
English  bills  of  exchange  act.  Lord  Her- 
schell,  in  Bank  of  England  t.  Vagliano  Bros. 
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[IS9]]  A.  C.  107,  3  £ng.  Rul.  C&s.  G05,  hav- 
ing itated  that  "the  statute  was  intended 
to  be  a  Code  of  law  relating  to  negotiable 
instrumenta,"  further  observes:  "I  think 
tlie  proper  course  is,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
examine  the  language  of  the  statute,  and  to 
nk  what  ia  its  natural  meai:ing,  uninflu- 
enced by  any  considerations  derived  from  the 
previous  state  of  the  law,  and  not  to  start 
with  inquiring  how  the  law  previously  stood, 
and  then  assuming  that  it  was  probably 
intended  to  leave  it  unaltered,  to  see  if  the 
words  of  the  enactment  will  bear  an  in- 
terpretation in  conformity  with  this  view. 
If  a  statute  intended  to  embody  in  a  Code 
1  particular  branch  of  the  law  is  to  be 
truted  in  this  fashion,  it  appears  to  mc 
that  its  utility  will  be  almost  entirely  de- 
atroyed,  and  the  very  object  for  which  it 
was  enacted  will  be  frustrated.  The  pur- 
pose of  such  a  statute  surely  was  that,  on 
any  point  specifically  dealt  with  by  it,  the 
law  should  be  ascertained  by  interpreting 
tbe  language  used,  instead  of,  as  before,  by 
roaming  over  a  vast  number  of  authoritiirs 
in  order  to  discover  what  the  law  was,  ex- 
tracting it  by  minute  critical  examination 
o{  tlie  prior  decisions,  dependent  upon  a 
knowledge  of  the  exact  effect  even  of  an  ob- 
«>Me  proceeding  such  as  a  demurrer  to  evi- 
dence. .  .  .  The  bills  of  exchange  act 
iva.1  v:srtainly  not  intended  to  be  merely  a 
Code  of  the  existing  law.  It  is  not  open  to 
question  that  it  was  intciided  to  alter,  and 
did  alter,  it  in  certain  respects.  And  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  any 
particular  provision  was  intended  to  be  a 
statement  of  the  existing  law  rather  than  a 
substituted  enactment."  The  purpose,  as 
lifid  in  Wirt  v.  Stubblefield,  17  App.  D.  C. 
2^t,  in  construing  the  Federal  statute,  was 
t'>  establish  a  uniform  system  of  law  wher- 
ever n^fotiable  instruments  shall  circulate 
and  are  negotiated,  and  to  embody  in  a 
ctidilied  form,  so  far  as  practicable,  all  the 
law  upon  the  subject,  and  thus  avoid  con- 
flict of  decision,  and  free  the  law  of  nego- 
tiable instruments  from  local  infirmities 
that  would  otherwise  inhere  in  it,  to  the 
prejudice  of  innocent  holders  as  against  all 
the  parties  to  the  instrument  professedly 
l»>und  thereby.  This  purpose  cannot  be  ef- 
fectuated unless  the  courts,  in  their  deci- 
•ions  giving  construction  to  the  act,  accord 
its  temia  controlling  effect,  where  they  are 
inconsistent  with  previous  legislation  and 
jndieial  interpretation  of  the  commi)n  law. 
A  contrary  course  would  defeat  the  main 
object  of  the  legislation,  and  perpetuate  the 
■lb  which  that  legislation  was  intended  to 
core.  But  the  necessities  of  the  case  at  bar 
do  not  require  a  determination  of  the  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  the  entire  law  of  nego- 
tiable instruments  is  to  be  found  in  this 
W  UU.  (N.S.) 


act,  and  we  do  not  undertake  to  determine 
that  question.  One  result,  however,  seems 
entirely  clear.  That  is,  with  respect  to  the 
specific  provisions  of  the  act  bearing  upon 
the  issues  of  the  case  at  bar,  the  manifest 
intent  of  the  general  assembly  was  to  revise 
the  general  subject  of  tlie  law  of  negotiable 
instruments,  and,  where  specific  provisions 
are  made  in  the  act  with  respect  to  a  spe- 
cial subject-matter,  such  provisions  must 
prevail.  So,  where  it  is  declared,  as  it  is 
here  declared,  that  a  party  to  such  an  in- 
strument who  is  absolutely  required  to  pay 
the  same  is  primarily  liable,  and  can  be 
discharged  from  liability  in  certain  speci- 
fied ways  and  for  certain  specified  causes, 
the  reasonable  conclusion  is  that  the  pur- 
pose was  to  enact  that  such  party  cannot  be 
so  discharged  in  any  pMier  way,  or  for  any 
other  causes.  True,  §  3175j  does  not  in 
terms  specify  the  discharge  of  parties,  and 
it  is  easily  perceived  that  there  is  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  release  of  a  party  and 
the  discharge  of  the  instrument  itself,  but 
the  greater  includes  tlie  less.  A  release  of 
a  party  may  be  had  without  destroying  the 
entire  instrument,  but,  of  course,  the  in- 
strument cannot  be  discharged  without,  at 
the  same  time  and  by  the  same  cause,  effect- 
lug  a  release  of  the  parties.  The  act  does 
not  purport  to  embody  all  the  law  relating 
to  sureties;  indeed,  the  word  "surety"  does 
not  appear  in  the  text  of  the  act  at  all,  but 
such  parties  whose  names  appear  on  the 
face  of  the  instrument  are  sufficiently  de-, 
scribed  by  the  classification  of  those  "pri- 
•marily  liable."  The  act  further  prescribes 
that  an  accommodation  party  may  be  a 
maker  without  himself  receiving  value,  that 
he  engages  that  he  will  pay  the  instrument 
according  to  its  tenor,  and  may  be  held  lia- 
ble to  the  holder  though  that  party  knew 
him  to  be  only  an  accommodation  maker, 
thus  classing  him  as  one  primarily  liable; 
and,  in  a  subsequent  section,  the  act  fur- 
ther purports  to  embody  all  .the  law  as  to 
release  of  parties  "primarily  liable"  on  ne- 
gotiable instruments,  by  providing  for  the 
discharge  of  the  instrument  itself.  It  de- 
fines how  such  parties  may  be  released  in 
five  designated  ways,  none  of  them  embrac- 
ing the  extension  of  time  for  payment  by 
the  holder,  and  then  follow,  in  the  succeed- 
ing section,  the  grounds  upon  which  parties 
secondarily  liable  may  be  discharged,  and 
as  to  them  such  discharge  will  follow  any 
valid  agreement  of  the  holder  to  extend  pay- 
ment, etc.,  without. the  consent  of  the  per- 
son so  secondarily  liable.  The  subject  of 
discharge  on  the  ground  of  a  contract  of  ex< 
tension  of  payment  by  the  holder  being  thui 
present  in  the  legislative  mind,  the  natural 
inference  would  be  that,  while  declaring  n 
purpose  on  that  subject,  the  entire  purpose 
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would  be  expressed.  Nor  does  the  provision 
of  the  fourtli  paragraph  of  §  317aj,  to  the 
etl'ect  that  the  instrument  may  be  discharged 
"by  any  oUier  act  which  will  discharge  a 
simple  contract  for  the  payment  of  money," 
affect  the'  present  issue.  As  before  stated, 
if  the  instrument  itself  is  discharged,  all  par- 
ties are  discharged.  If  it  had  been  intended 
that  a  binding  agreement  to  extend  the  time 
of  payment  should  discharge  a  party,  whether 
primarily  or  secondarily  liable,  and  is  in- 
cluded in  the  fourth  paragraph  quoted 
above,  there  coald  be  no  conceivable  reason 
for  the  provision  in  the  next  section  mak- 
ing it  a  ground  of  discharge  of  one  second- 
arily liable.  As  result  from  all  these  con- 
siderations, we  are  unable  to  sec  how,  tak- 
ing the  two  sections  together,  there  can  be 
doubt  that  it  was  the  purpose  to  enact 
that,  as  to  those  primarily  liable  on  the 
contract,  no  release  from  liability  will  fol- 
low an  extension  of  time  of  payment.  Ex- 
presaio  unius  eat  exclusio  alteruis. 

Tliat  the  construction  and  legal  efTcct  here 
given  to  the  negotiable  instruments  act  is 
the  proper  construction  is  held  in  Vander- 
ford  V.  Farmers'  &  M.  Nat.  Bank,  105  Md.  1 04, 
10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  129,  66  Atl.  47,  from  which 
we  quote:  "Since  Code  [Pub.  Gen.  Laws 
1004],  art.  13,  §  138  (the  negotiable  instru- 
ment law),  provides  that  a  person  primarily 
liable  upon  a  negotiable  instrument  may  be 
discharged  in  live  designated  ways,  it  fol- 
lows that  he  cannot  be  discharged  by  any 
9ther  mode."  A  like  holding  is  made  in 
Cellers  v.  Meachem  (Cellers  v.  Lyons)  49 
Or.  186,  10  L.U.A.(N.S.)  133,  89  Pac.  426, 
13  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cos.  997,  as  follows:  "Un- 
der the  negotiable  instruments  law,  .  .  . 
defining  an  accommodation  maker,  and  mak- 
ing him  liable  on  the  instrument  to  a  holder 
for  value,  and  providing  that  a  negotiable 
instrument  is  discharged  by  payment,  etc., 
an  accommodation  maker  of  a  note  is  not 
relieved  from  liability  by  an  extension  of 
time  of  payment  without  his  consent."  A 
clearly  stated  risumi  of  the  ground  of  the 
decision  is  given  in  the  opinion  by  King, 
Ch.,  from  which  we  quote:  "What  is  ex- 
pressed in  an  act  is  deemed  exclusive,  wlien 
it  is  creative,  or  in  derogation  of  some  ex- 
isting law  or  of  some  of  the  provisions  of 
a  particular  act.  2  Sutherland,  Stat. 
Constr.  Lewis's  2d  ed.  §  491.  It  is  indi- 
cated in  the  title  of  the  act  under  considera- 
tion that  its  purpose  is  'to  establish  a  law 
uniform  with  the  laws  of  other  states  on 
that  subject.'  Inasmuch  as  the  enactments 
relating  to  negotiable  instruments  differed 
in  the  various  states,  and  as  the  decisions 
interpreting  both  the  common  law  and  leg- 
islative provisions  were  far  from  being  har-f 
monious,  it  must  be  inferred  from  the  lan- 
guage constituting  the  title  of  the  act  that 
20  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


it  was  intended  to  provide  a  complete  aad 
comprehensive  law  on  this  subject;  and, 
since  it  defines  an  accommodation  maker 
making  him  primarily  liable,  and  in  one 
section  designates  how  negotiable  instru- 
ments may  be  discharged,  but  contains  no 
provision  whereby  a  person  primarily  lia- 
ble can  be  released,  except  by  payment,  etc., 
and  in  the  section  following  specifies  the 
manner  in  which  persons  secondarily  liable 
may  be  relieved  of  responsibility  on  such 
instrument,  it  follows  that  the  immunities 
indicated  there  were  intended  to  exclude  all 
exceptions  not  contained  therein,  under  the 
familiar  maxim,  Expressio  unius  est  exclu- 
sio alterius.  It  is  therefore  clear,  under 
the  well-settled  rules  governing  the  construc- 
tion of  statutes,  that  when  this  act,  which 
in  effect  declares  that  all  persons  signing 
a  negotiable  instrument  shall  be  liable, 
whether  executed  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion or  as  an  accommodation  maker,  and 
then  specifies  the  particular  manner  in 
which  negotiable  instruments  may  be  dis- 
charged, designating,  as  an  exception  there- 
to, that,  when  the  liability  is  secondary,  it 
may  be  avoided  by  any  valid  agreement  ex- 
tending the  time  of  payment,  etc.,  without 
such  person's  consent,  was  passed,  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  legislative  assembly  to 
make  such  provisions  exclusive  of  all  oth- 
ers. We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  nego- 
tiable instrument*  act  substitutes  its  pro- 
visions for  the  former  law  as  recognized  by 
this  court  prior  to  1899."  In  Wolstenholme 
V.  Smith,  34  Utah,  300,  97  Fac.  329,  a  like 
doctrine  is  announced;  the  holding  being 
that  "under  the  negotiable  instruments  law 
.  .  .  defining  an  accommodation  maker 
making  him  liable  to  a  holder  for  value, 
providing  that  a  negotiable  instrument  is 
discharged  by  payment,  etc.,  and  that  a  per- 
son secondarily  liable  on  the  instrument  is 
discharged  by  any  act  which  will  discharge 
a  simple  contract  for  the  payment  of  mon- 
ey, etc.,  and  defining  a  person  primarily  lia- 
ble as  one  who,  by  the  terms  of  the  instru- 
ment, is  absolutely  required  to  pay  the 
same,  etc.,  an  accommodation  maker  of  a 
note  is  not  relieved  from  liability  by  an  ex- 
tension of  time  of  payment  without  his 
knowledge  or  consent."  The  negotiable  in- 
struments statute  in  each  of  these  states 
api)ears  to  be  in  substance  identical  with  our 
own  statute. 

A  distinction  is  sought  to  be  made  by  coun- 
sel by  the  suggestion  that,  neither  in  Mary- 
land nor  Oregon  are  there  other  statutes 
bearing  upon  the  subject,  and  so  those 
courts  were  limited  to  and  concluded'  by 
their  negotiable  instruments  act.  The  point 
loses  significance  when  it  is  remembered 
that  the  real  question  in  those  cases,  as  in 
this  case,  is  not  whether  or  not  earlier  leg- 
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islation  remains  in  force,  but  'whether  a  j 
rule  of  the  common  Jaw  respecting  the  ef- 
fect of  an  unauthorized  extension  of  time 
fcr  payment  by  the  holder  has  been  abro- 
gated. We  are  not  aware  of  any  hold- 
ing of  a  court  inconsistent  with  the  rule 
of  law  as  announced  in  the  forgoing  cases, 
although  the  decisions  have  been  the  subject 
of  adverse  criticism  by  contributors  to  law 
magazines.  Such  criticism  is  to  be  expocted 
from  the  active  minds  of  lawyers  who  write 
on  legal  subjects,  especially  where  new  legis- 
lation disturbs  previous  conceptions  of  the 
law,  or  makes  obsolete  prior  holdings,  and 
are  often  welcomed  as  valuable  aids  to  cor- 
rect conclnsions,  but  the  mere  fact  of  criti- 
cism does  not  necessarily  weaken  the  force 
of  the  decisions  themselves.  Space  does  not 
permit  extended  notice  of  these  adverse  com- 
ments, even  if  it  were  otherwise  deemed  ad- 
visable, but  a  sample  may  be  here  given. 
It  is  said  that  the  Maryland  case — Vander- 
ford  v.  Farmers'  &  M.  Nat.  Bank,  supra — 
is  not  authority  as  giving  construction  to 
the  ne<;otiable  instruments  act,  because  the 
necessities  of  the  case  did  not  call  for  a 
review  of  that  statute,  ahd  hence  the  hold- 
ing in  that  regard  is  mere  dicta.  Is  it? 
The  note  in  suit  was  made  after  the  enact- 
ment of  the  statute.  It  was  a  joint  and 
several  note,  the  defendant's  name  appear- 
ing on  the  face  thereof.  He  undertook  to 
plead  that  he  was  surety  only,  known  to  be 
such  by  the  plaintiff,  and  that,  by  an  agree- 
ment of  extension  of  payment  between  the 
holder  anil  the  principal,  he  had  been  re- 
leased. The  plea  was  met  by  demurrer. 
This  was  sustained  on  two  grounds:  One 
that,  by  the  force  of  previous  decisions  of 
that  court,  the  facts  pleaded  did  not  con- 
stitute n  defense;  the  other  that,  by  force  of 
the  negotiable  instruments  act,  a  discliiirge 
could  not  in  that  manner  be  elTectcd.  Eith- 
er ground  was  good,  but  why  is  one  entitled 
to  more  favor  than  the  other?  Both  pre- 
sented legitimate  points  for  consideration, 
and  each  added  to  the  conclusiveness  of  the 
court's  judgment.  It  will  be  news  to  many 
of  the  older  members  of  the  profession,  if 
it  is  the  law  that  the  determination  of  a 
question  fairly  presented  by  the  record  be- 
comes mere  dicta  if  there  happens  to  be  an- 
other proposition  on  which  the  decision 
might  have  been  based.  If  a  pertinent  prop- 
osition can  be  argued  out  of  a  case  on  the 
above  theory,  then  it  would  be  necessary 
only  for  another  critic  to  attack  the  other 
ground  as  dicta,  to  reduce  to  dicta  the  entire 
decision. 

It  is  further  insisted  by  counsel  for  plain- 
tiiT  in  error  that,  if  it  should  be  found  that 
S§  5410,  6832,  and  6836,  and  other  sections 
of  the  same  chapter,  were  repealed  by  impli- 
cation, or  do  not  have  application  to  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


case,  yet  that  §§  3175o  and  31T5p  of  the  ne- 
gotiable  instruments  act  warrant  the  de- 
fense tendered  by  Richards,  the  defendant 
below.  Pertinent  provisions  of  those  sec- 
tions  follow: 

"Sec.  317oo.  [Alteration  of  instrument; 
effect  of.]  Where  a  negotiable  instrument 
is  materially  altered  without  the  assent  of 
all  parties  liable  thereon,  it  is  avoided  ex- 
cept as  against  a  party  who  has  himself 
made,  authorized,  or  assented  to  the  altera- 
tion, and  subsequent  indorsers.     .     .     . 

"Sec.  317Sp.  [What  constitutes  a  material 
alteration.]  Any  alteration  which  changes: 
(1)  The  date;  (2)  the  sum  payable,  either 
for  principal  or  interest;  (3)  the  time  or 
place  of  {layment;  (4)  the  number  or  the  re- 
lations of  the  parties;  (5)  the  medium 
or  currency  in  which  payment  is  to  be 
made;  or  which  adds  a  place  of  payment 
where  no  place  of  payment  is  specified;  or 
any  other  change  or  addition  which  alters 
the  effect  of  the  instrument  in  any  respect, 
is  a  material  alteration." 

The  question  thus  made  is:  Does  the  ex- 
tension work  a  "material  alteration"  in  the 
instrument?  The  argument  in  support  of 
the  claim  that  it  docs  is  rested  upon  the 
proposition  laid  down  by  Brandt  on  Surety- 
ship, as  follows:  "Any  agreement  between 
the  creditor  and  principal  which  varies  es- 
sentially the  terms  of  the  contract  by  which 
the  surety  is  bound,  without  the  consent  of 
the  surety,  will  release  him  from  responsi- 
bility." [§  416.]  We  think  this  does  not 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  sections 
above  quoted.  It  does  not  imply  an  altera- 
tion of  the  instrument.  It  is  but  a  state- 
ment of  the  equitable  rule  hereinbefore  stat- 
ed and  considered.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind,  as  an  absolute  controlling  condition, 
that  it  is  the  instrument  itself  which  the 
foregoing  sections  of  the  statute  treat  of,  not 
the  contract  which  the  instrument  is  in- 
tended to  evidence.  This,  it  seems  to  us, 
is  so  manifest  on  the  face  of  the  printed 
word  that  it  cannot  be  more  clearly  shown 
by  comment,  and  hardly  needs  authority  in 
its  support.  Nevertheless  the  question  has 
been  considered  by  text-writers,  and  passed 
upon  in  a  number  of  adjudicated  cases. 
See  1  Bouvier,  Law  Dictionary,  153,  under 
title  "Alteration,"  and  authorities  there 
cited;  also  2  Cyc.  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  142,  under 
head  of  "Alteration  of  Instruments,"  and 
authorities  there  cited;  also  2  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  I>aw,  p.  184,  under  same  head,  and  au- 
thorities. Again,  if  these  sections  were  in- 
tended to  apply  to  a  condition  other  than  a 
physicial  alteration  of  the  instrument,  we 
would  expect  to  find  the  provisions  under 
§  3176J,  where  the  subject  of  discharge  of 
instruments  is  specially  treated,  and  we 
would  not  expect  to  find  it  elsewhere  re- 
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peatcd.  We  should  be  slow  to  ascribe  care- 
less and  needless  tautology  to  the  lawmak- 
ing body. 

As  conclusions,  therefore,  our  holding  is 
that,  under  favor  of  the  negotiable  instru- 
ments act,  one  who  signs  a  promissory  note 
on  the  face  thereof,  though  he  be  in  fact  an 
accommodation  maker  and  known  as  such 
to  the  holder,  thereby  becomes  primarily  lia- 
ble for  its  payment;  also,  that  such  party 
may  be  discharged  from  liability  in  any  one 
of  the  ways  provided  in  §  317oj  of  said 
act,  but  not  otherwise;  and  that  a  contract 
between  the  holder  of  the  instrument  and 
the  principal  for  the  extension  of  time  of 
payment,  although  upon  a  valuable  consid- 
eration, and  without  the  consent  of  the  sure- 
ty, will  not  have  the  effect  of  discharging 
him  from  liability.  To  avoid  possible  mis- 
conception, it  perhaps  should  be  added  that 
this  holding  does  not  imply  that  the  ordi- 
nary defenses  which  go  to  the  original  lia- 
bility of  the  party,  such  as  fraud,  duress, 
or  illegality  in  respect  to  the  consideration, 
may  not  be  resorted  to  as  heretofore.  The 
term  "discharge"  itself  implies  an  original 
obligation.  If  fraud,  duress,  illpgality  as  to 
consideration,  etc.,  intervened  at  the  incep- 
tion of  the  instrument,  then  the  accommo- 
dation party  never  was  liable.  Confusion  of 
thought  is  likely  to  result  from  a  failure  to 
distinguish  between  a  defense  which  goes  to 
original  liability  and  one  which  arises  from 
some  subsequent  act  or  conduct. 

We  further  hold  that  §§  3175o  and  3175p 
apply  to  the  physical  alteration  of  the  in- 
strument itself,  and  do  not  apply  to  a  con- 
tract between  the  holder  and  the  principal 
for  an  extension  of  time  of  payment  of  the 
instrument. 

Judgment  affirmed. 

Sammers,  Ch.  J.,  and  Crew,  Davis,  and 
Shauck,  JJ.,  concur. 
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HENRY  M.  TATE,  Plflf.  in  Err., 
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PHCEBE  GAINES. 

(—  Okla.  — ,  105  Pac.  193.) 

Indian   lands  —  sale  —  rescission  —  re- 
covery of  purchase  price. 

An  allottee  of  land  in  the  Creek  Nation, 
which  was  inalienable  by  virtue  of  the  pro- 
visions of  Act  Cong.  March  1,  1901,  chap. 
670,  $  7,  31  Stat,  at  L.  803.  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  made,  executed,  and  deliv- 
ered a  warranty  deed  thereto,  and  accom- 
panied the  same  with  a  contract  which  pro- 

Headnote  by  Dunn,  J. 
«6  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


vided  substantially  that,  should  the  said 
grantor  at  any  time  become  dissatisfi<sl 
with  the  sale  or  fail  or  refuse  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  deed,  she  would  pay 
to  the  grantee,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  all 
money  paid  for  the  purchase  price  of  said 
land,  and  for  all  improvements  made  there- 
en,  less  a  reasonable  allowance  for  rents  for 
the  use  of  the  land  during  the  time  grantee 
held  it.  The  grantor  exercised  her  right  of 
repossessing  herself  of  the  land  without  a 
repayment  of  the  moneys  as  agreed  in  the 
contract.  Grantee  brought  suit  for  the 
same,  and  at  the  same  time  tendered  a  deed 
of  reconveyance  of  the  land.  To  his  peti- 
tion setting  up  substantially  the  foregoing 
facts,  a  demnrrer  was  filed,  which  was  by 
the  trial  court  sustained.    Held,  error. 

(November  0,  1909.) 

I?*  RROR  to  the  District  Court  for  Seminole 
J  County  to  review  a  judgment  dismissing 
an  action  brought  to  recover  back  the  pur- 
chase price  paid  for  certain  lands  under  a 
contract  to  refund  conditioned  on  rescission 
of  the  sale  by  grantor.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Baker,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

It  is  not  illegal  for  a  party  to  agree  to 
pay  back  money  he  has  received  under  a 
void  contract,  and  for  which  he  has  given 
nothing. 

Ryan  v.  Dox,  34  N.  Y.  307,  90  Am.  Dec. 
090;  Madison  Ave.  Baptist  Church  v.  Bap- 
tist Church,  9  Jones  &  S.  386;  Raymond  v. 
Bearnard,  12  Johns.  274,  7  Am.  Dec.  317; 
Ohio  Life  Ins.  &  T.  Co.  v.  Merchants'  Ins. 
&  T.  Co.  11  Humph.  1,  53  Am.  Dec.  742; 
Johnson  v.  Evans,  8  Gill.  155,  60  Am.  Dec. 
069;  Hunt  v.  Turner,  9  Tex.  385,  00  Am. 
Dec.  107;  Bernard  v.  Tavlor,  23  Or.  416, 
18  L.R.A.  859,  37  Am.  St.  "Rep.  093,  31  Pnc. 
908;  Brooks  v.  Martin,  2  Wall.  70-87,  17  L. 


Note. —The  principle  upon  which  the 
decision  in  the  case  above  reported  is  based, 
that  the  circumstance  of  a  contract  stipu- 
lation being  illegal  in  the  sense  of  being 
merely  unenforceable,  either  by  virtue  of 
statutory  provision,  as  in  the  case  reported, 
or  on  account  of  general  considerations  of 
public  policy, 'will  not  affect  the  validity 
of  other  stipulations  in  the  same  contraet, 
provided  they  are  severable  from  the  invalid 
portion,  and  capable  of  being  construe<l 
divisibly,  is  incontrovertibly  establishetl, 
and  has  a  wide  field  of  application.  In- 
stances of  its  operation  are  met  with  in 
cases  in  which  a  CQntract  void  in  part  'un- 
der the  statute  of  frauds  is  given  effect  as 
to  the  part  not  within  the  statute ;  in  cases 
in  which  contracts  of  corporations,  both 
public  and  private,  containing  ultra  rirea 
stipulations,  are  upheld  so  far  as  they  are 
properly  within  the  corporate  powers":  and 
in  cases  in  which  some  unauthorized  stipu- 
latinn  has  been  held  not  to  impair  the  gen- 
eral  validity  of   a  municipal  bond.     It  is 
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ed.  732-738;  Blair. v.  Gibbcs,  17  How.  232- 
238,  15  L.  ed.  132-133. 

Messrs.  Crninp,  Rogers,  &  Harris  for 
defeudant  in  error. 

I 

Donn,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

On  June  1,  1900,  there  was  filed  by  plain- 
tiff in  error,  as  plaintiff  in  the  court  below, 
a  complaint  at  law  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  United  States  court  for  the  western 
district  of  the  Indian  territory,  in  which  it 
was  alleged:  That,  on  the  29th  day  of 
October,  1901,  defendant,  for  a  good  and 
valuable  consideration,  sold,  transferred,  and 
delivered  to  plaintiff,  a  certain  tract  of  land, 
describing  it,  in  the  Creek  Nation  of  the 
Indian  territory.  At  tlie  time  of  the  execu- 
tion of  the  deed,  the  parties  entered  into  a 
contract  in  which  it  was  agreed  that,  in 
the  event  the  grantor  should  at  any  time  be- 
eome  dissatisfied,  or  fail  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  sale,  or  recover  the  Innd, 
she  would  first  repay  plaintiff  all  moneys 
which  lie  had  paid  therefor  or  expended  for 
improvements  on  the  same,  less  a  reasonable 


sum  for  rent  thereof.  That,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  these  agreements,  plaintiff  enteretl 
into  possession  of  tho  land,  broke  and 
cleared  it  at  an  expense  which,  including  the 
price  paid  for  the  ssime,  amounted  to  $858. 
That  thereafter,  and  in  1903,  the  defendant 
caused  the  Indian  agent  to  remove  the  plain- 
tiff from  the  land,  and  repossessed  herself 
thereof,  and  that  she  and  her  successors  and 
assigns  had  continued  in  possession  to  the- 
date  of  the  bringing  of  the  action.  The 
contract  referred  to,  which  was  signed  by 
both  grantor  and  her.  husband,  provides  that 
"whereas  said  sale  is  against  the  provisions 
of  the  law;  and  whereas  said  H.  M.  Xate 
has  in  good  faith  paid  us  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, and  we  have  in  good  faith  sold 
the  said  land  to  the  said  H.  M.  Tate,  now, 
this  is  to  further  agree  with  the  said  H.  M. 
'J'ate  that,  if  at  any  time  we  should  become 
dissatisfied  with  said  sale,  and  fail  or  refuse 
to  continue  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
said  sale,  or  should  we  or  either  of  us,  our 
heirs  or  assigns,  ever  at  any  time  fail  or 
refuse  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  said 
sale,  or  undertake  to  recover  the  said  land, 


frequently  involved  in  the  case  of  contracts 
containing  provisions  unenforceable  from 
considerations  of  public  policy,  as  being  in 
restraint  of  trade,  and,  in  this  application, 
may  be  illustrated  by  reference  to  the  case 
of  Nicholson  ▼.  Ellis,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  042, 
and  the  decisions  collected  in  the  case  note 
thereto. 

The  distinction  taken  in  some  early  Eng- 
lish decisions  (Norton  v.  Simmes,  Hobait, 
14;  Maleverer  v.  Redshaw,  1  Mod.  35)  be- 
tween cases  in  which  the  invalidity  is  the 
effect  of  a  statute  and  those  in  which  it  is 
not,  which  found  expression  in  the  state- 
ment: "The  statute  is  like  a  tyrant,  when 
he  comes,  he  makes  all  void;  but  the  com- 
mon law  is  like  a  nursing  father,  makes 
void  only  that  part  where  the  fault  is,  and 
preserves  the  rest,"  and  which  seems  .to 
have  been  attributable  to  the  wording  of 
tlie  statute  involved,  which  prescribed  the 
form  of  a  bail  bond,  and  made  in  express 
terms  "any  obligation  in  other  form  void," 
— is  not  now  given  universal  application; 
but,  as  is  said  in  Band  v.  Mather,  11  Cush. 
1,  59  Am.  Dec.  131:  "On  principle,  and 
icrording  to  numerous  modern  adjudica- 
tions, the  true  doctrine  is  this:  If  any 
part  of  an  agreement  is  valid,  it  will  avail 
pro  tanto,  though  another  part  of  it  may 
be  prohibited  by  statute;  provided  the  stat- 
ute does  not,  either  expressly  or  by  neces- 
sary implication,  render  the  whole  void: 
and  provided,  furthermore,  that  the  sound 
part  can  be  separated  from  the  unsound, 
and  be  enforced  without  injustice  to  the  de- 
fendant." 

The  principle  above-stated  standing  un- 
questioned, it  will  be  perceived  that  the  dif- 
ficulty in  every  case  must  l)e  whether  or  not 
the  invalid  portion  constitutes  such  an  in- 
tesral  part  of  the  contract  as  to  invalidate 
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the  whole;  and  with  reference  to  the  specific 
question  presented  by  the  case  reported,  it 
may  be  stated  that  investigation  has  failed 
to  reveal  the  existence  of  any  other  deci- 
sion as  to  whether  a  stipulation  for  the  re- 
turn of  the  consideration,  or  a  .portion 
thereof,  in  case  the  contract  shall  be  avoid- 
ed as  invalid  or  illegal,  is  so  separable  from 
the  invalid  provision  as  to  be  enforceable 
notwithstanding. 

It  may  be  of  interest,  however,  to  notice 
a  few  decisions  in  which  the  effect  of  a  stat- 
ute to  nullify  a  sale  of  property  has  been 
held  not  to  affect  other  stipulations  of  the 
contract.         ' 

Thus,  in  Weitzner  t.  Thingstad,  55  Minn. 
244,  aa  N.  W.  817,  it  was  held  that  a  con- 
tract of  a  husband  to  convey  his  homestead 
and  certain  other  lands,  which,  as  his  wife 
did  not  join  therein,  was  void  as  to  thci 
homestead,  was  nevertheless  valid  as  to 
such  other  lands,  the  court  saying^  "It 
does  not  follow,  however,  where  such  a  con- 
tract includes  lands  other  than  the  home- 
stead, that  it  is  also  void  as  to  such  other 
lands.  A  contract  to  convey  a  homestead, 
executed  by  the  husband  alone,  is  not  il- 
legal in  the  sense  of  being  prohibited  as  an 
offense.  The  illegality  is  not  that  which 
exists  where  the  contract  is  in  violation  of 
public  policy  dr  of  sound  morals,  or  founded 
on  an  illegal  consideration,  which  would 
vitiate  the  whole  instrument.  The  sole  ob- 
ject of  the  statute  was  to  prevent  the  aliena- 
tion of  the  homestead  without  the  wife's 
joining  in  the  conveyance  or  contract.  The 
policy  of  the  law  extends  no  further  than 
merely  to  defeat  what  it  does  not  permit. 
It  merely  withholds  from  the  husband  the 
power  to  alienate  the  homestead  in  that 
way, — in  other  words,  provides  that  the 
homestead   is  not  grantable  in  that  way; 
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we  or  cither  of  us,  our  licirs  or  assigns, 
shall  first  pay  to  the  said  II.  M.  Tute,  his 
heirs  or  asaifjiis,  all  money  he  has  paitl  for 
the  purchase  price  tlicrcof  and  for  all  im- 
provements the  said  H.  M.  Tate  shall  have 
made  on  the  said  land,  less  a  reasonable 
amount  for  rents  of  said  lands  for  the  time 
be  shall  have  used  the  same."  At  the  time 
plaintiff  filed  his  action,  he  made  and  execu- 
ted a  warranty  deed  to  the  tract  of  land, 
warranting  title  thereunder  against  all 
persons  claiming  by,  through,  or  under  him, 
and  tendered  the  same  to  the  defendant. 

It  is  agreed  by  both  parties  that,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  Act  Cong.  March  I,  1901, 
ch.  C76,  §  7,  31  Stat,  at  t.  863,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  Ratify  and  Confirm  an  Agreement 
with  the  Mtiscogee  or  Creek  Tribe  of  In- 
dians, and  for  Other  Purposes,"  the  land 
was  inalienable  by  the  grantor,  and  thot  any 
deed  which  she  made  was  absolutely  void 
and  of  no  force  or  effect  as  a  conveyandt, 
and  it  is  the  contention  of  counsel  for  de- 
fendant that  no  recovery  can  be  had  on  the 
contract  on  which  this  action  is  based,  for 
the  reason  that  it  relates  to  money  paid  and 
expended  in  carrying  out  a  contract  part  of 
which  at  least  was  void;  that  money  so  paid 
or  expended  cannot  be  recovered  upon  the 
recipient  thereof  exercising  the  right  of  re- 
pudiation. A  contract  which  the  law  de- 
nounces «as  void  is  necessarily  no  contract 
whatever,  and  the  acts  of  the  parties  in  an 
effort  to  create  one  in  no  wise  bring  about 
a  change  of  their  legal  status.  The  parties 
and  the  subject-matter  of  the  contract  re- 
main in  all  particulars  just  as  they  did  be- 
fore any  act  was  performed  in  relation 
thereto.  So  that  in  the  case  at  bar,  when 
defendant  made,  executed,  ancf  delivered  to 
plaintiff,  her  deed  to  the  tract  of  land,  both 
parties  knew,  and  are  held  to  have  known, 
that  no  transfer  took  place,  that  the  grantor 
still  owned  tlie  land,  and  was  still  entitled 
to  its  possession,  and  that  the  grantee  re- 
ceived naught  for  the  money  he  paid,  except 


the  grantor  suffered  him  to  go  into  posses- 
sion of  the  land.  In  other  words,  the  grant- 
or refrained  from  excluding  plaintiff,  and 
he  held  possession  because  of  the  absence  of 
the  exercise  of  a  right  of  which  his  grantor 
was  in  full  possession.  There  was  nothing, 
however,  illegal  in  this  transaction, — no  aci 
upon  which  the  state  visited  its  condemna- 
tion by  penalty  or  punishment.  That  which 
was  done  was  not  malum  in  se,  but  was  just 
within  the  domain  of  malum  prohtbitum, 
upon  which  the  law  visited  no  punishment 
severer  than  the  declaration  that  any  act 
seeking  to  effect  a  transfer  of  this  land 
would  be  void,  and  that  no  transfer  would 
be  effected, — that  it  was  inalienable.  Also, 
the  only  effect  which  the  deed  plaintiff  made 
and  tendered  to  defendant  would  have,  would 
be  evidence  of  his  acquiescence,  bo  far  as  he 
was  concerned,  in  defendant's  title,  and  to 
clear  the  record.  It  would  take  nothing  from 
plaintiff  which  he  had,  and  it  would  in  fact 
give  defendant  nothing  that  she  did  not 
already  poss:'8s.  Now,  with  the  foregoing 
considerations  before  us,  and  with  a  cloar 
understanding  of  the  relationship  of  llio 
parties,  what  in  fact  did  they  accomplish  by 
their  effort  to  deal!  No  law  prohibited  de- 
fendant from  acquiescing  in  plaintiff's  jmis- 
session  of  the  land  involved.  No  law  pro- 
hibited defendant  from  inducing  plaintiff  to 
improve  the  land.  Both  parties  knew,  as  is 
evidenced  and  made  manifest  by  the  con- 
tract, that  this  was  virtually  all  defendant 
was  yielding  and  all  that  plaintiff  was  secur- 
ing. Under  the  contract  and  the  law,  de- 
fendant yielded  possession  in  pro-sen  ti,  or 
from  day  to  day,  and  plaintiff  secured  it  in 
the  same  way.  Such  a  possession  creates 
a  tenancy  at  will. 

A  case  in  which  a  similar  question  was 
involved  is  Rogers  v.  Hill,  3  Ind.  Terr.  502, 
G4  S.  VV.  53G.  In  that  case,  as  in  this, 
there  was  an  invalid  conveyance  or  contract 
of  sale  and  of  the  possession  of  the  grantee. 
The   court  said:     "It  has   been  uniformly 


and  it  was  never  held  that  the  whole  grant 
would  be  void  merely  because  a  part  of  the 
land  was  not  grantable." 

And  in  Choctaw.  O.  &  G.  R.  Co.  v.  Bond, 
87  C.  C..A.  35.5,  IGO  Fed.  403,  where  a  man 
entered  into  a  contract  whereby  he  sold 
certain  property,  and  released  and  relin- 
quished his  right  to  the  surface  of  certain 
lands,  to  enable  the  other  party  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  a  reservoir  thereon, 
and  as  part  of  the  contract  agreed  to  pro- 
cure an  assignment  to  the  other  party  of 
leases  of  Indian  lands,  covering  the  prop- 
erty, a  distinct  sum  being  paid  for  the 
transfer  of  the  houses  and  the  procurement 
of  the  reservoir  site,  it  was  held  that,  con- 
ceding that  the  stipulation  relating  to  the 
procurement  and  assignment  of  the  lease 
was  violative  of  a  law  of  Congress  relating 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


to  said  Indian  lands,  yet  that  did  not  af- 
fect the  obligation  of  the  purchaser  to  pay 
for  the  houses. 

So,  also,  in  Desjardins  v.  Roy,  Rap.  Jud. 
Quebec,  7  B.  R.  325,  where  a  woman  had 
agreed  to  transfer  to  her  father-in-law  cer- 
tain property  in  which  she  had  a  direct 
interest,  and  also  a  contingent  interest  as 
possible  heir  to  her  child,  which  agreement, 
in  so  far  as  it  dealt  with  the  future  succes- 
sion of  the  child,  was  void  under  art.  658  of 
the  Civil  Code,  which  enacts  that  contin- 
gent rights  in  the  succession  of  a  living 
person  cannot  be  alienated,  and  art.  1061, 
which  declares  that  no  stipulation  can  be 
made  with  regard  to  a  succession  not  yet  de- 
volved, it  was  held  that  the  contract,  so  far 
as  it  related  to  the  woman's  own  interest, 
was  nevertheless  valid. 
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hell]  that  possession  under  an  invalid  con- 
M'vunee  or  contract  of  sale  creates  a  tenancy 
at  will,  and  where  a  t<'nant  goes  into  posses- 
iiim  under  an  invalid  lease,  his  tenancy  at 
it>  iuccption  is  merely  a  tenancy  at  will. 
Hall  V.  Wallace,  88  Cal.  434,  26  Pac.  300; 
I'arkard  v.  Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co. 
4t>  III.  App.  244 ;  Lehman  ▼.  Kolting,  56  Mo. 
.App.  540;  Howard  v.  Merrlam,  6  Cush.  583; 
.Mcintosh  V.  Lee.  57  Iowa,  356,  10  N.  W. 
!•'.'.").■'  A  "tenancy  at  will"  is  defined  by  the 
Kuprcme  court  of  Maine  in  the  case  of  Cun- 
uingham  v.  Holton,  55  Me.  33,  36,  as  ful- 
liw»:  "A  tenancy  at  will  is  an  estate  winch 
Mmply  confers  a  right  to  the  possession  of 
the  premises  leased  for  such  indefinite 
period  as  both  parties  shall  determine  such 
possession  shall  continue.  The  estate  may 
arise  by  implication  as  well  as  by  express 
words."  So,  while  the  conveyance  was 
wholly  Toid,  and  of  no  effect  in  itself,  the 
possession  of  the  grantee  amounted  to  a  ten- 
ancy at  will,  not  made  so  by  the  void  con- 
vevance,  but  because  out  of  the  effort  to  deal 
came  a  permission  to  enter  the  land,  re- 
lieving grantee  of  the  imputation  of  and 
liability  for  trespass.  In  order  to  secure 
this  possession,  grantee  offered,  and  had  ac- 
cepted by  grantor,  a  certain  sum  of  money, 
and  within  the  understanding  of  the  parties,' 
grantee  was  to  improve  the  land  while  permit- 
ted to  remain  in  possession.  Neither  party 
apparently  knew  how  long  this  possession 
would  continue,  but  both  agreed  that,  when 
terminated,  if  by  the  naked  exercise  by 
grantor  of  her  inalienable  right  of  reposses- 
sion, grantee  should  be  repaid,  less  a  reason- 
able rental,  that  which  he  had  expended. 
<.'an  this  repayment  be  enforced? 

Mr.  Page,  in  his  recent  work  on  Con- 
tracts, vol.  1,  at  S  510  says:  "If  A  makes 
a  f>.'omise  to  B  consisting  of  two  or  more 
eovenants,  upon  valuable  and  legal  consider- 
ation, and  one  of  the  cn\'enants  made  by 
A  is  void  by  reason  of  its  subject-matter, 
but  not  illegal,  then  the  le;jal  covenant  can 
b«  enforced  whether  the  contract  is  severable 
or  inseverable."  And  at  §  543,  the  same  au- 
thor says:  "If  a  contract  is  merely  void, 
«a  di-otingiiished  from  illegal,  a  contract  col- 
lateral to  it,  and  in  aid  of  it,  is  not  thereby 
iuTalidatcd.  This  follows  from  the  rule 
that  a  void  covenant  in  an  inseverable  con- 
tract does  not  invalid.ate  the  remaining  valid 
C'lvcnants."  To  our  minds,  the  principle 
enunciated  in  the  foregoing  quotations  is 
»pplieable  to  the  relationship  existing  be- 
t«c>'n  the  parties  in  the  case  at  bar,  and 
there  is  no  reason  we  can  perceive  why  the 
defendant,  having  secured  from  plaintiff, 
under  the  arrangement  mentioned  in  this 
e^se,  the  money  and  property  involved, 
'lii'uld  be  permitted,  upon  repossessing  her- 
X'lf  of  the  consideration  tJierefor,  to  retain 
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both.  A  reasonable  rental  is  certainly  all 
that  she  has  a  right  to  claim.  To  this  she 
agreed  when  she  received  it,  and  the  over- 
plus of  plaintiff's  property  in  her  possession 
docs  not  belong  to  her,  and  she  should  be 
willing,  by  all  the  considerations  of  honesty, 
good  la i til,  and  good  conscience,  to  account 
therefor.  She  should  not  want  to  keep  it 
if  she  could,  and  the  law  will  not  permit  it 
if  she  would. 

A  case  somewhat  similar  to  the  one  at 
bar  is  that  of  Logan  County  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Townsend,  139  U.  S.  07,  35  L.  ed.  107,  U 
Sup.  Ct.  Kep.  400,  which  was  a  case  in 
which  the  Logan  County  National  Bank 
purchased  from  Townsend  certain  bonds  of 
Logan  county,  Kentucky,  under  an  agree- 
ment that  it  would,  upon  plaintiff's  demand, 
replace  to  hin^  at  the  price  paid  or  less; 
that,  on  demand  being  made  on  the  bank, 
it  refused  to  comply,  setting  up  that  its 
agent  had  no  right,  authority,  or  power  to 
make  the  contract  set  out  in  the  petition; 
that  the  same  was  a  gambling  transaction, 
and  a  dealing  and  betting  upon  the  future 
value  of  the  bonds,  and  it  was  urged  that 
the  act  waa  tUira  vires  the  power  of  the 
bank,  and  void.  The  Supreme  Court,  in 
rejecting -these  contentions,  held  that,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  contract  was 
ultra  vires  and  void,  the  bank  could  not  re- 
tain the  bonds  without  accounting  to  plain- 
tiff for  their  value.  In  passing.  Justice  Har- 
lan said:  "It  would  seem,  upon  defendant's 
theory  of  its  powers,  to  be  too  clear  to  ad- 
mit of  dispute  that  the  act  of  Congress  does 
not  give  a  national  bank  an  absolute  right 
to  retain  bonds  coming  into  its  possession 
by  purchase,  under  a  contract  which  it  was 
without  autliority  to  make.  True,  it  is  not 
under  a  duty  to  surrender  possession  until 
reimbursed  the  full  amount  due  to  it.  It 
has  the  right  to  hold  the  bonds  as  security 
for  the  return  of  the  consideration  paid  for 
them;  but  when  such  amou  .t  is  returned, 
or  tendered  byk  to  it,  and  the  surrender  of 
the  bonds  is  demanded,  its  authority  to  re- 
tain them  no  longer  exists,  and,  from  the 
time  of  such  demand  and  its  refusal  to  re- 
turn the  bonds  to  the  vendor  or-  owner,  it 
becomes  liable  for  their  value,  upon  grounds 
apart  from  the  contract  under  which  it  ob- 
tained them.  It  could  not  rightfully  hold 
them  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  contract,  and 
at  the  same  time  refuse  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  purchase.  If  the  bank's  want  of 
power,  under  the  statute,  to  make  such  a 
contract  of  purchase,  may  be  pleaded  in  bar 
of  all  claims  against  it  based  upon  the  con- 
tract,— and  we  are  assuming,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  case,  that  it  may  be, — it  is 
bound,  upon  demand  accompanied  by  a 
tender  back  of  the  price  it  paid,  to  surrender 
the  bonds  to  its  vendor.    The  bank,  in  this 
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case,  insisting  that  it  obtained  the  bonds  of 
the  plaintifT  in  violation  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, is  bound,  upon  being  made  whole,  to 
Kturn  them  to  him.  No  exemption  or  im- 
munity from  this  principle  of  right  and 
duty  is  given  by  the  national  banking  act." 
From  the  foregoing  considerations,  the 
judgment  of  the  trial  court  is  reversed,  and 
the  cause  is  remanded  to  the  District  Ck>urt 
of  Seminole  county,  wfth  instructions  to  set 
aside  the  judgment  heretofore  rendered,  and 
enter  one  overruling  defendant's  demurrer. 

Kane,   Ch.  J.,  and  Tarner,  Williams, 
and  Hayes,  JJ.,  concur. 


OKLAHOMA    CRIMINAL   C01TRT    OF 
APPEALS. 

RE  WILLIAM  RIDLEY. 

(—  Okla.  Crim.  Rep.  — ,  106  Pac.  549.) 

Criminal  law  —  parole  —  definition. 

1.  A  "parole"  as  the  term  is  used  in 
criminal  law  may  be  defined  as  the  release 
of  a  convict  from  imprisonment  upon  cer- 
tain conditions  to  be  observed  by  him,  and 
a  suspension  of  bis  sentence  during  his 
liberty  thus  granted. 

Same  ^  conditional    pardon  ^  revoca- 
tion ^poiver  of  (covernor. 

2.  Lender  the  constitutional  provision  con- 
ferring the  pardoning  power  upon  the  gov- 
ernor (Const,  art.  6,  i  10),  the  governor 
has  exclusive  power  to  parole  a  convict, 
with  such  restrictions  and  limitations  as 
he  may  deem  proper,  and  upon  a  violation 
by  siiteh  convict  of  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  his  parole,  the  governor  has  power  to 
revoke  nis  parole,  and  direct  that  such  con- 
vict be  rearrested,  and  returned  to  custody, 
and  required  to  serve  out  the  unexpired 
part  of  the  sentence  of  the  court,  as  though 
no  parole  had  been  granted,  even  after  the 
time  his  sentence  would  have  ended  but  for 
the  suspension  thereof  by  theiparole. 
Same  ^  due  process. 

3.  An  executive  order  revoking  a  parole 
for  violating  a  condition  thereof,  and  di- 
recting the  rearrest  and  return  to  custody 
of  the  convict,  is  not  violative  of  the  con- 
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stitutional  guaranty  "that  no  person  shall 
be  deprived  of  his  liberty  without  due 
process  of  law,"  and  "that  no  warrant  shall 
issue  but  upon  probable  cause,  supported 
by  oath  or  affirmation,"  since,  being  a  con- 
vict at  large  by  executive  clemency  which 
he  has  accepted  on  conditions  included 
therein,  the  convict,  upon  violation  of  such 
conditions,  is  merely  an  escaped  convict, 
and  not  entitled  to  invoke  such  constitu- 
tional guaranty. 

Habeas  corpus  —  parole  —  revocation  — • 
right  of  convict. 

4.  When  a  convict  has  been  released  upop 
a  parole,  and  where  said  parole  h^s  been 
revoked  by  order  of  the  governor  for  viola 
tion  of  the  conditions  thereof,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  statute,  or  of  an  express  provi- 
sion of  the  parole  providing  for  a  hearing, 
the  convict  is  entitled  to  a  hearing  on 
habeas  corpus  before  the  criminal  court  of 
appeals 'or  the  district  court  of  the  county 
where  he  is  held,  in  order  that  he  may 
show,  if  he  can,  that  he  has  performed  the 
conditions  of  the  parole,  or  that  he  has  a 
legal  excuse  for  having  not  done  so,  or  that 
he  is  not  the  same  person  who  was  con- 
victed. 

Constitntional  law  ^  pardoning  power 
—  statutory  limitation. 

5.  Under  (  10,  art.  0,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  pardoning  power  is  vested  ex- 
clusively in  the  governor  of  the  state,  and 
any  law  which  restricted  this  power  would 
be  unconstitutional  and  void.  Held  that 
article  20,  chnp.  89,  Snyder's  Comp.  Stat. 
1909,  being  chapter  62,  p.  576,  Sess.  Laws 
1907-1908,  entitled  "An  Act  Relating  to 
the  Granting  of  Pardons;  Creating  a  Board 
of  Pardons,  and  Defining  its  Duties,"  in 
conferring  pardoning  powers  upon  other 
state  officers,  and  restricting  the  governor 
in  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power,  is 
an  unconstitutional  infrin!):ement  and  in- 
terference upon  the  executive  power.  Tho 
Constitution  only  vests  in  the  legislature 
the  power  to  provide  by  law  regulaticna 
relative  to  the  manner  of  applying  for  par- 
dons. 

Same  —  Infringement  ^  allowing     de- 
ductions from  term  of  iniprisonme'nt. 

6.  The  law  giving  to  prisoners  certain 
deductions  from  their  term  of  imprison- 
ment for  good  behavior  is  not  unconstitu- 
tional as  an  infringement  of  the  prerogative 
of  the  governor  to  pardon.  It  does  not  re- 
strict or  interfere  with  this  power  in  any 
way.    It  simply  fixes  the  term  of  imprison- 


Note.  —  Tli6  cases  dealing  with  the  right 
of  the  pardoning  power  to  require  one  who 
has  committed  a  breach  of  the  condition.s 
of  his  pardon  to  serve  out  his  term,  even 
after  the  expiration  of  the  term,  will  be 
found  gathered  in  the  notes  and  decisions 
to  Ex  parte  Prout,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1004; 
Scott  V.  Chichester,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  304; 
and  Re  Kelly,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)   337. 

But  ope  subsequent  case  has  been  dis- 
closed. In  Adams  v.  State,  So  Fla.  1,  40 
So.  152.  it  was  held  that  where  a  prisoner 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


lias  accepted  a  conditional  pardon,  and  has 
been  released  from  imprisonment  by  a 
virtue  thereof,  but  has  violated  or  failed  to 
perform  the  conditions,  or  any  of  them,  the 
pardon,  in  case  of  a  condition  precedent, 
does  not  take  effect,  and,  in  case  of  a  condi- 
tion subsequent,  becomes  void,  and  the 
criminal  may  thereupon  be  rearrested  and 
compelled  to  undergo  the  punishment  im- 
posed by  his  original  sentence,  or  as  much 
thereof  as  he  had  not  suffered  at  the  time 
of  his  release. 
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iDMit  in  cprtain  ca<:s  and  npin  certiun  eon- 
ditK^nf.  anj  tju<  cutei»  intu  and  becomes  a 
|>art  cf  the  judgiuent  and  sentence  of  tbe 
LxurU 

(Jaiiaai7  11,  1910.) 

VPPUCATIOX  for  a  writ  of  babcas  eor- 
pna  to  secnre  the  release  of  petitioner 
irum  the  custody  of  W.  M.  Cates,  Sheriff 
of  StercBS  Countr,  in  which  he  waa  held 
upon  order  of  the  goremor  issued  upon 
rcToeation  of  a  parole.     Denied. 

The   writ  was   heard   upon  the  following 
agreed  statement  of  facts: 

Agreed  Statement  of  Facta. 
It  is  a^ced  by  and  between  t!ie  petition- 
er, WilKam  Ridlev.  by  his  counsel,  E.  K. 
Morris,  and  the  respondent  by  Charles  L. 
iloore  assistant  attorney  general  of  Ukla- 
homa,  tl:at  the  petitioner,  William  Ridley, 
nas  convicted  in  tbe  district  court  of  Co- 
manche county,  territory  of  OJilahoma,  on 
the  22d  day  of  November,  1904,  for  the  crime 
nf  manslaughter,  and  sentenced  to  a  term  of 
four  yeirs  in  the  penitentiary  of  tbe  terri- 
tory of  Oklahoma,  then  located  at  Lansing, 
in  tbe  state  of  Kansas;  that  be  was  sen- 
Vnced  and  began  his  term  on  July  11,  1905; 
that  said  William  Ridley  served  in  s.tid 
penitentiary,  in  pursuance  of  said  sentence, 
until  the  8th  day  of  February,  1908,  at 
which  time  he  was  paroled  by  Governor 
Charles  X.  Haskell,  governor  of  the  state  of 
Oklahoma.  A  copy  of  said  parole  is  here- 
to attached,  marked  "Exhibit  A,"  and  made 
«  part  of  this  agreement. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  original 
term  of  the  sentence  of  four  years  expired 
on  July  II,  1909,  but,  with  the  credit  for 
good  time  allowed  the  petitioner  under  the 
law,  said  sentence  expired  on  November  8, 
1908. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  on  August  30, 
1909,  tbe  said  Cliarlcs  N.  Haskell,  governor 
as  aforesaid,  summarily,  and  without  notice 
to  petitioner,  or  without  any  hearing,  re- 
voked said  parole,  and  ordered  and  had  is- 
sued his  warrant  of  arrest,  commanding  the 
peace  officers  of  the  state  to  arrest  the  pe- 
titioner, and  confine  him  in  the  penitentiary 
of  the  state  of  Oklahoma,  to  serve  out  the 
remaining  portion  of  tbe  said  sentence  as 
aforesaid. 

That,  in  pursuance  of  said  executive  or- 
der, W.  M.  Cates,  sheriff  of  Stephens  coun- 
ty, Oklahoma,  arrested  th»  said  petitioner, 
and  he  is  now  in  the  custody  of  said  sheriff 
in  the  said  county.  A  copy  of  said  revoca- 
tion or  executive  order  is  hereto  attached, 
marked  "Exhibit  B,"  and  made  a  part  of 
this  agreement. 

It  is  further  agreed,  since  the  issuing  of 
26  LJLA.(N.8.) 


the  said  parole,  that  the  said  petitioner  has 
not  been  convicted  of  the  violation  of  any  of 
tbe  criminal  laws  of  the  state  of  Oklahoma, 
but  it  is  agreed  that  said  Ridley  is  now 
charged  with  the  crime  of  selling  liquor  in 
the  county  court  of  Stephens  county,  Okla- 
homa, but  that  said  offense  is  alleged  to 
have  occurred  on  July  IT,  1909. 

It  ia  further  agreed  that  petitioner  made 
regular  monthly  reports  to  the  got'emor  as 
aforesaid,  up  until  the  date  said  original 
sentence  would  have  expired  by  allowance  to 
petitioner  credit  for  good  time. 

£.  E.  Morris, 

Attorney  for  Petitioner. 

Chas.  L.  Moore, 

Assistant  Attorney  General 

Revocation  of  Parole. 
State  of  Oklahoma,  Executive  Department. . 

Whereas  one  Will  Ridley  was  convicted 
in  the  district  court  of  Comanclie  county, 
Oklahoma  territory,  of  the  crime  of  man- 
slaughter in  the  second  degree,  and  was,  on 
the  11th  day  of  July,  a.  d.  1905,  sentenced 
to  a  term  of  four  years  in  the  territorial 
prison,  and  was  thereafter  confined  in  said 
prison  under  said  sentence  until  on  or  about 
the  8th  day  of  February,  1908,  upon  which 
last-named  day  the  undersigned  governor  of 
the  state  of  Oklahoma  granted  a  parole  to 
said  Rioley,  upon  the  express  conditions 
therein  set  forth  as  follows,  to  wit: 

First.  That  the  said  Will  Ridley  shall 
immediately  go  to  the  home  of  his  wife,  in, 
Duncan,  Stephens  county,  Oklahoma,  and 
there  remain  as  a  dutiful  husband  during 
the  remainder  of  said  sentence. 

Second.  That  the  said  Will  Ridley  shall 
report  in  writing  to  the  governor  of  the 
state  of  Oklahoma,  every  thirty  days  after 
the  signing  of  this  parole,  during  the  re- 
mainder of  said  sentence,  and  that  the  said 
Will  Ridley  will  abstain  from  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  and  to  remain  away 
from  all  places  where  intoxicating  liquors 
are  sold,  and  places  where  gambling  is  car- 
ried on,  and  will  avoid  all  evil  associations; 
that  he  will  respect  the  laws  of  the  state 
of  Oklahoma,  and  conduct  himself  in  tA\ 
respects  as  an  upright  citizen. 

And  whereas  it  has  been  made  to  appear 
to  the  undersigned  governor  of  the  state  of 
Oklahoma  that  said  Will  Ridley  has  violat- 
ed the  terms  and  conditions  of  said  parole  in 
this,  to  wit,  that  he  has  not  conducted  him- 
self as  an  upright  citizen;  that  he  has  not 
remained  away  from  illicit  places  and  ques- 
tionable resorts,  and  places  where  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  were  sold,  as  by  the  terms  of  his 
parole  he  was  required  to  do,  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  he  has  engaged  in  the  unlaw- 
ful sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  has  oth- 
erwise violated  the  terms  of  said  parole; 
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Now,  therefore,  in  c»n»ideration  of  th« 
premises  and  by  virtue  of  the  autliority  in 
me  vested,  I,  V.  N.  Haskell,  governor  of 
the  state  of  Oklahoma,  do  hereby  antiul, 
cancel,  and  revoke  the  said  parole  granted 
to  the  said  Will  Ridley,  and  hereby  order" 
and  direct  all  sheriffs  and  other  police 
oflicers  of  the  state  of  Oklahoma  to  appre- 
hend the  said  Will  Ridley  wherever  he 
may  be  found,  and  to  take  him  into  said 
custody,  and  to  conduct  him  to  the  warden 
of  the  penitentiary  at  McAlester;  and  the 
said  warden  of  the  penitentiary  is  hereby 
ordered  and  directed  to  receive  said  Will 
Ridley,  and  confine  him  for  tliat  portion  of 
said  'term  which  was  unexpired  at  the  date 
of  said  parole,  in  accordance. with  the  terms 
of  the  original  judgment  and  sentence  of 
said  court,  a  certified  copy  of  which  is 
hereto  attached. 

In  testimony,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand,  and  caused  the  great  seal  of  the  state 
of  Oklahoma  to  be  hereto  aflixed  this  30th 
day  of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-third. 
[SeaL]  C.  N.  Haskell, 

Governor  of  the  stato  of  Oklahoma. 
Attest : 

Bill  Cross,  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  E.  E.  Morris  for  petitioner. 

Messrs.  Charles  West,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  Charles  L.  Moore,  for  the  State: 

The  governor  can  put  such  conditions  in 
his  parole  as  he  may  see  fit,  except  those 
which  are  not  immoral,  illegal,  or  impos- 
sible of  performance,  and,  by  acceptance  of 
the  parole,  the  convict  assents  to  all  of  the 
terms  and  conditions  on  his  part,  and,  in 
case  of  their  breach,  forfeits  all  rights  and 
forbearances  previously  granted,  in  which 
case  the  balance  of  the  unexpired  term  must 
be  served  just  as  though  no  parole  had  been 
granted,  under  the  theory  that  the  parole 
while  in  force  had  merely  worked  a  suspen- 
sion, or  postponement,  of  the  balance  of  the 
sentence,  and  upon  its  revocation  the  con- 
vict would  have  to  serve  out  the  unexpired 
term  which  the  parole  had,  by  reason  of 
the  breach,  not  absolved  him  from,  but  had 
during  its  observance  only  suspended. 

Fuller  v.  State,  122  Ala.  32,  45  L.R.A. 
502,  82  Am.  St.  Rep.  17,  26  So.  146. 

Doyle,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

The  proposition  presented  involves  the 
power  of  the  governor  to  grant  paroles,  and 
to  revoke  paroles  upon  a  violation  of  the 
conditions  thereof,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  period  of  time  designated  in  the  sen- 
tence of  imprisonment.  Our  Constitution 
20  L.K.A.(N.S.) 


confers  on  tl:e  governor  the  power  to  grant, 
after  conviction,  paroles  and  pardons.  Sec- 
tion 1U,  art.  6,  of  the  Constitution  is  as 
follows:  '"The  governor  shall  have  power 
to  grant,  after  conviction,  reprieves,  com- 
mutations, paroles,  and  pardons  for  all  of- 
fenses except  cases  of  impeachment,  upon 
such  conditions  and  with  such  restrictions 
and  limitations  as  he  may  deem  proper, 
subject  to  such  regulations  aa  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law.  He  shall  communicate  to 
the  legislature,  at  each  regular  session, 
each  case  of  reprieve,  commutation,  pirole, 
or  pardon  granted,  stating  the  name  of  the 
convict,  the  crime  of  which  he  was  con- 
victed, the  date  and  place  of  conviction, 
and  the  date  of  commutation,  pardon,  parole, 
or  reprieve."  The  first  legislature  passed 
an  act  creating  a  board  of  pardons,  and  de- 
fining its  duties.  Chapter  62,  p.  576,  Sess. 
Laws,  1907-1908,  the  same  being  article  26, 
chap.  89,  Snyder's  Comp.  Stat.  1909.  This 
board  consists  of  the  state  superintendent 
of  public  instruction,  the  president  of  the 
board  of  agriculture,  and  the  state  auditor. 
Its  duties  are  to  hold  regular  meetings  at 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  on  the 
second  Monday  of  each  month,  and  such 
special  meetings  as  the  president  or  anj^ 
two  members  may  direct,  and  to  receive 
applications  for  pardons  or  commutation 
of  punishment,  fix  a  date  for  the  hearings, 
and  cause 'a  copy  of  the  order  to  be  pub- 
lished, and,  within  twenty  days  after  the 
hearing  of  any  case,  to  file  with  the  secre- 
tary of  state  its  decision  in  writing,  and 
transmit  a  copy  of  said  decision  to  the  gov- 
ernor. The  act  further  provides  that  "no 
pardons  nor  paroles  shall  be  granted  by  the 
governor  until  he  shall  present  the  matter 
to,  and  obtain  the  advice  of,  the  board  of 
pardons  and  parole,  but  he  may  commute 
death  sentence  of  persons  to  imprisonment 
for  life." 

Under  our  Constitution  the  pardoning 
power  is  vested  exclusively  in  the  governor 
of  the  state,  and  any  law  which  restricted 
this  power  would  be  unconstitutional  and 
void.  The  co-ordinate  departments  of  the 
government  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
pardoning  power,  except  that  the  legisla- 
ture may  by  law  provide  how  applications 
may  be  made,  and  is  entitled  to  a  report 
at  each  regular  session  of  the  action  taken. 
People  V.  Brown,  54  Mich.  15,  19  N.  W. 
571;  People  v.  Moore,  62  Mich.  496, 
29  N.  W.  80;  People  v.  Cummings,  88  Mich. 
249,  14  L.R.A.  285,  50  N.  W.  310;  United 
States  v.  Wilson,  7  Pet.  150,  8  L.  ed.  64P; 
Ex  parte  Wells,  18  How.  307,  16  L.  ed.  421 ; 
Ex  parte  Garland,  4  Wall.  333,  18  L.  ed. 
3C6;  Rich  v.  Chamberlain,  104  Mich.  436, 
27  L.R.A.  57.1,  (i2  N.  W.  584.  The  power 
conferred   by   §    10   of   the   Constitution   is 
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practically  nnreBtricted,  and  tlis  exercise 
of  executive  clemency  is  a  matter  of  dissre- 
tion.  It  cannot,  however,  be  treated  as  a 
privilqie.  It  is  as  much  an  official  duty 
as  any  other  act.  It  is  vested  in  the  gov- 
ernor, not  for  the  benefit  of  the  convict  only, 
but  for  the  welfare  of  the  people,  who  may 
properly  insist  upon  the  performance  of 
that  duty  by  him  if  a  pardon  or  parole  is 
to  be  granted. 

Chi6f  Justice  Marshall  in  United  States 
T.  Wilson,  supra,  said:  "A  pardon  is  an 
act  of  grace  proceeding  from  the  power 
intrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
which  exempts  the  individual  on  whom  it  is 
bestowed  from  the  punishment  the  law  in- 
flicts for  a  crime  he  has  committed.  It  is 
the  private,  though  official,  act  of  the  execu- 
tive magistrate,  delivered  to  the  individual 
for  whose  benefit  it  is  intended."  "A  'pa- 
role' as  the  term  is  used  in  criminal  law 
may  be  defined  as  tho  release  of  a  convict 
from  imprisonment  upon  certain  conditions 
to  be  observed  by  him,  and  a  suspension  of 
hia  sentence  during  his  liberty  thus  grant- 
ed." 24  Am.  &  Eug.  Enc.  Law,  2d  cd.  p.  552. 
This  constitutional  provision  ia  self-execut- 
ing, and  we  believe  that  the  legislative  act 
creating  the  board  of  pardons  is  clearly 
unconstitutional  and  void.  In  it  the  leg- 
islature has  attempted  to  confer  pardon- 
ing power  upon  other  state  ofiicers,  which 
is  clearly  an  unconstitutional  interference 
and  infringement  upon  the  executive  power. 

In  support  of  this  conclusion  we  adopt 
the  language  and  cogent  reasoning  of  Jus- 
tire  Hoolcer  in  the  case  of  Rich  v.  Cham- 
borhin,  supra,  wherein  a  similar  constitu- 
tional provision  was  construed;  the  Michi- 
gan legislature  having  pasacd  an  act  creat- 
ing a  board  of  pardons  consisting  of  four 
memliers  appointed  by  the  governor. 

"There  are  many  reasons  why  a  power  of 
this  kind  should  be  confided  to  the  highest 
executive  officer.  It  involves  a  wide  discre- 
tion. The  proceedings  upon  the  trial  may 
be  reviewed.  New  evidence  may  be  taken 
upon  which  to  rest  the  pardon,  thus,  in 
effect,  granting  a  new  trial.  It  may  be 
ex' parte,  after  the  witnesses  have  disap- 
peared or  are  dead.  It  may  and  often  is 
based  upon  an  alleged  reform  of  an  offender. 
Youth  or  age  may  furnish  an  excuse  for 
its  exercise.  Petitions  which  a  good-natured 
public  xign  without  reading,  and  importuni- 
ties of  interested  persons  and  friends,  may 
be  expected  wherever  there  ia  hope  of  suc- 
cess. It  is  therefore  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  the  public  that  this  power 
should  be  carefully  exercised,  and  that  the 
fullest  responsibility  should  rest  upon  the 
person  to  whom  it  is  confided.  Tho  office 
of  governor  seems  to  be  generally  considered 
the  proper  one  with  which  to  lod{;e  such 
20  L.R.A.(N.8.)  I 


responsibility,  and  the  public  have  the  right 
to  insist  upon  his  performance  of  the  duty. 
Not  only  is  it  beyond  the  power  of  the  legis- 
lature to  impose  the  duty  upon  others, 
but  it  should  not  in  any  way  lessen  his  re- 
sponsibility to  the  public,  when  he  sets  aside 
the  judgment  of  court  and  jury  by  opening 
the  doors  of  a  prison  to  a  convicted  felon. 
If  the  act  in  question  does  this,  it  should 
not  be  sustained.  The  effect  of  it  is  to  es- 
tablish a  sort  of  tribunal  open  to  convicts, 
where  the  question  of  whether  they  should 
be  pardoned,  or  be  licensed  to  go  at  large, 
may  bo  tried.  Tlie  conclusion  reached, — 
i.  e.,  the  result, — ^accompanied  by  a  recom- 
mendation, must  be  certified  to  the  govern- 
or, who  then  grants  or  refuses  a  pardon, 
as  he  may  think  advisable. 

"We  understand  that  the  practice  of  this 
board  ia  lo  conduct  its  investigations  with 
care  and  thorouglincss,  to  require  notice  to 
be  givcu  to  the  authorities,  to  reduce  proof 
to  writing,  and  to  return  the  same,  with  a 
report  in  detail,  to  the  governor.  This, 
however,  seems  to  be  under  rules  of  its  own 
devising,  or  prescribed  by  the  governor,  for 
the  act  requires  nothing  of  the  kind.  This 
is  unimportant,  however,  as  it  might  be 
remedied  by  legislation.  But  the  vital  de- 
fect in  the  act  is  that  it  tends  to  substitute 
the  judgment  of  the  board  for  that  of  the 
governor.  It  can  be  truly  said  that  the 
opinions  of  the  board  need  not  be  control- 
ling. But  the  tendency  is  naturally  to  of- 
fer an  opportunity,  if  not  an  inducement, 
to  an  overburdened  magistrate,  to  depend 
upon  the  judgment  of  a  board  in  which  he 
has  confidence,  and  which  has  made  a  more 
careful  investigation  than  he  has  made,  and 
to  act  upon  the  recommendation  of  such 
board,  while  the  public  have  a  right  to  the 
fullest  exercise  of  his  own  understanding 
and  judgment,  which  they  have  signified  by 
their  Constitution  that  they  desire.  This 
right  should  not  be  thwarted  or  placed  in 
jeopardy  by  a  law  whose  natural  result  may 
be  expected  to  contravene  the  spirit  of  the 
constitutional  provision.  A  loose  exercise 
of  the  pardoning  power  is  greatly  to  be  de- 
plored. It  is  inexcusable.  It  is  a  blow  at 
good  order,  and  is  an  additional  hardship 
upon  society  in  its  conflict  with  crime  and 
criminals, — a  conflict  which  is  irrepressible, 
and  in  which  the  criminal  has  many,  and 
possibly  undue,  advantages.  The  erection 
of  a  court  of  pardons  is  of  such  doubtful 
expediency,  ofTering,  as  it  docs,  an  opportu- 
nity to  the  convict — ^practically  within  the 
doors  of  every  prison — to  press  his  suit  for 
pardon,  that  it  should  never  be  permitted 
until  the  people  have  signified  a  willingness 
that  the  safeguards  placed  in  their  Consti- 
tution bo  removed.  The  erection  of  a  court 
of  pardons  is  to  invite  unworthy  applica- 
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tions.  A  practice  grc\vs  up.  It  oS'ers  a 
premium  to  pardon  bro!:ers,  uiid  tlic  pardon, 
in  place  of  remaining  a  matter  of  liigli, 
executive  discretion  based  upon  legitimate 
clemency,  degenerates  to  a  routine  award  of 
a  committee,  to  be  obtained  and  justiflcd  by 
compliance  with  fixed  rules,  and  sought  as 
an  assertion  of  right  rather  than  cleiuuiicy. 
'Xhis  section  .  .  .  contemplates  that  the 
legislature  may  regulate  the  manner  of  ap- 
plying for  pardons,  but  this  should  not  be 
construed  to  confer  the  power  to  limit  the 
discretion  of  the  governor  to  grant  pardons, 
or  to  require  any  other  ollicer  to  first  pass 
upon  the  question.  All  power  is  taken  from 
the  legislature  except  that  of  regulating  the 
manner  of  applying  to  the  executive.  Act 
150  [Pub.  Laws  IS'JS,  p.  248]  does  not  pro- 
fess or  attempt  to  do  this.  Its  title  is  silent 
upon  the  one  ana  only  subject  in  relation 
to  pardons  which  the  Constitution  permits 
the  legislature  to  act  upon.  It  nowhere 
provides  how  applications  for  pardons  shall 
be  made,  or  that  such  applications  shall  be 
uniform.  It  does  not  regulate  applications 
for  pardons.  It  provides  for  a  board  which 
must  act  in  cases  where  petitions  are  filed, 
and  gives  no  authority  to  the  board  to 
act  in  the  absence  of  petitions.  It  seems  to 
regulate  the  board  which  the  act  creates, 
instead  of  regulating  the  manner  of  making 
application  to  the  only  oflicer  authorized  to 
grant  pardons.  Under  the  claim  that  it  is 
prescribing  a  manner  of  applying  for  a  par- 
don, it  imposes  a  duty  to  investigate  and  re- 
port, and  professes  to  authorize  the  governor 
to  act  upon  such  report  and  recommenda- 
tion. If  this  mcaus  anything,  it  is  that 
the  governor  might  lawfully  forego  any  in- 
vestigation, and  iict  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  board,  subiitituting  their  judg- 
ment for  his  own.  The  answer  to  this  is 
that  we  cannot  suppose  that  the  governor 
will  pay  any  attention  to  the  recommenda- 
tion, because  the  Constitution  imposes  a 
duty  upon  him.  The  act  does  not  regulate 
the  method  of  applying  for  pardons.  It 
docs  provide  for  a  sort  of  investigation 
which  we  are  told  that  the  legislature  in- 
tended should  be  disregarded.  In  my  opin- 
i6n,  this  was  not  the  legislative  intent.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  expected  that  the  gov- 
ernor would  do  just  what  the  legislature  un- 
dertook to  provide  that  he  might  do,  viz.,  act 
upon  the  report  and  recommendation  with- 
out personal  investigation.  If  there  were 
no  board  of  pardons,  a  governor  would  not 
be  likely  to  feel  at  liberty  to  grant  a  pardon 
upon  a  mere  application,  without  investiga- 
tion. If  he  did,  such  a  practice  would  not 
meet  public  approval,  nor  wo.uld  it  be  a 
proper  discharge  of  his  duty.  Yet  the  act 
in  question  provides  that  he  may  do  t'.iat 
very  thing,  and,  to  sustain  the  act,  the  ar- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


gument  must  be  made  that  the  leg.slaturc 
Uid  not  mean  what  the  language  expressly 
states,  but  intended  that  the  report  and  rec- 
ommeudation  should  be  wholly  disre^irdcd 
by  the  governor. 

"Our  attention  has  not  been  called  to  a 
case  involving  the  <;ue:tion  that  has  been 
discussed.  Our  own  investigation  has  dis- 
closed that,  by  most  st  ite  CoUttitutionj,  the 
pardoning  power  is  lodged  with  tae  govern- 
or, as  it  is  with  the  President  under  the 
Federal  Constitution.  In  several  states  the 
power  of  the  governor  is  restricted,  possibly 
to  cut  off  any  danger  of  an  undue  exercise 
of  the  power.  In  most  of  those,  however, 
the  consent  of  the  governor  is' indispensable. 
It  is,  however,  a  significant  fact,  and  one 
that  bears  forcibly  upon  this  cas;,  that  we 
liave  found  no  instance  where  a  board  has 
been  created  by  statute,  but  invariably  by 
constitutional  provisions." 

This  section  of  the  Constitution,  in  ex- 
press terms,  provides  that  the  govemo; 
shall  have  power  to  grant  paroles  upon 
"such  conditions,  and  with  such  restrictions 
and  limitations,  as  he  may  deem  proper." 
It  must  be  conceded  that,  under  this  clause 
of  said  section  of  the  Constitution,  the  gov- 
ernor may,  upon  the  granting  of  a  parole, 
attach  such  conditions  as  he  sees  fit,  so  long 
as  they  are  not  immoral,  illegal,  or  impos- 
sible of  performance,  provided  they  are  to 
be  kept  and  performed  or  complied  with 
during  the  term  for  which  the  prisoner  was 
sentenced  by  the  judgment  of  the  court. 
Counsel  for  petitioner  contends  that,  as 
the  agreed  statement  of  facts  shows  thU 
petitioner  had  not  violated  any  of  the  con- 
ditions of  his  parole  until  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  period  of  time  designated  in  the 
sentence  of  imprisonment,  "the  governor  is 
without  power  to  revoke  the  parole," — cit- 
ing Re  Prout,  12  Idsho,  494,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1064,  86  Pac.  276,  10  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Gas.  19U. 
In  that  case  the  judgment  provided  that 
the  term  of  imprisonment  should  commence 
to  run  from  the  date  of  defendant's  delivery 
to  the  warden,  and  by  a  divided  court  it  was 
held  that  a  condition  of  the  parole  was  ille- 
gal because  it  extended  beyond  the  term  for 
which  the  defendant  was  sentenced,  and 
thereby  increased  the  punishment  imposed 
by  the  judgment.  .lustice  Sullivan  dissent- 
ed in  a  strong,  well-reasoned  opinion.  The 
doctrine  of  that  case  has  '  no  application 
here. 

L'ndcr  the  provisions  of  Procedure  Crim- 
inal (Snyder's  Comp.  Stat.  1009,  chap.  89, 
art.  14),  after  a  plea  or  verdict  of  guilty, 
the  court  must  render  judgment,  and  assess 
the  punis'.iment  or  penalty  prescribed  by 
law.  The  time  fixed  for  executing  a  judg- 
ment and  sentence,  or  for  the  commcncemont 
of  its  execution,  is  not  one  of  its  essential 
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elpincnts,  and,  strictly  speaking,  is  not  a 
part  of  the  judgment  and  sentence.  The 
essential  pert  of  the  judgment  and  sen- 
tence is  the  punishment,  and  the  amount 
thereof,  without  reference  to  the  time  when 
it  shall  be  executed.  Except  in  cases  where 
the  defendant  has  been  convicted  of  two  or 
more  offenses,  before  judgment  of  eitlier, 
the  order  of  the  court  in  reference  to  the 
time  when  the  sentence  shall  be  executed  is 
not  materiaL  Expiration  of  the  time  with- 
out imprisonment  is  in  no  sense  an  execu- 
tion ,of  the  jugdment  and  sentence.  Hollon 
T.  Hopkins,  21  Kan.  638;  Dolan's  Case,  101 
Mas?.  219;  State  T.  Cockcrham,  24  N.  C. 
(3  Ired.  L.)  204;  Ex  parte  Bell,  60  Miss. 
282;  Re  Edwards,  43  N.  J.  L.  555,  39  Am. 
Rep.  610.  "While,  as  a  general  rule,  the 
imprisonment  begins  with  the  sentence,  and 
the  sentence  is  subject  to  existing  valid 
laws,  the  imprisonment  may  be  suspended 
by  appellate  or  other  judicial  proceedings, 
or  by  reprieve,  or  otlierwise;  and  the  period 
during  which  the  imprisonment  may  be  suf- 
fered may  be  interrupted  by  escape,  or  be 
changed  by  the  pardoning  power,  so  long  as 
the  change  does  not  increase  the  penalty 
imposed  by  the  sentence,  or  is  not  other- 
wise illegal."  State  v.  Home,  52  Fla.  125, 
7  I.kR.A.(N.S.)  719,  42  So.  388.  See  also 
Re  Linden,  112  Wis.  523,  88  N.  W.  645;  Ex 
parte  Wadlcigh,  82  Cal.  518,  23  Pac.  190; 
Re  Canfield,  98  Mich.  644,  57  N.  W.  807. 
"The  release  of  a  prisoner  on  parole  does 
not  amount  to  a  commutation  of  his  sen- 
tence, since  it  does  not  change  his  punish- 
ment into  a  less  severe  one;  the  sentence  re- 
maining in  force,  and  tlie  prisoner,  while 
enjoying  his  liberty,  being  liable  to  be 
reimprisoned  at  any  time."  24  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  Law^,  2d  ed.  p.  553. 

In  Fuller  ▼.  State,  122  Ala.  32,  45  L.R.A. 
502,  82  Am.  St.  Rep.  17,  26  So.  146,  the 
court  says:  "The  parole  does  not  in  any 
wise  displace  or  abridge  the  sentence;  it 
merely  stops  its  execution  for  a  time  only, 
it  may  be,  or  indefinitely,  it  may  prove, — 
it  suspends,  not  destroys.  The  suspension 
in  like  that  which  occurs  constantly  in 
the  administration  of  criminal  laws,  where 
the  defendant  appeals  from  the  judgment 
of  conviction.  The  execution  of  the  sen- 
tence is  by  the  appeal  superseded  and  post- 
poned, pending  the  appeal;  and,  if  the  judg- 
ment is  affirmed,  the  execution  of  the  sen- 
tence thereupon  begins  and  continues  for 
the  period  set  down  originally  in  the  judg- 
ment. So,  the  word  is  used  in  this  statute; 
.■>nd,  upon  condition  broken,  the  sentence, 
which  has  all  along  hung  in  its  entirety 
over  the  liberty  of  the  paroled  convict,  is 
to  be  executed  upon  him  'as  though  no  pa- 
role had  been  granted  to  him.'  This  is  the 
plain  meaning  of  the  statute;  and,  so  in- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


terpreted,  it  involves  of  necessary  conse- 
quence the  proposition  that  upon  condition 
broken,  even  after  the  time  at  which  the 
sentence  would  have  ended  but  for  its  sus- 
pension, the  convict  may  still  be  remanded 
to  custody,  that  the  unserved,  and  hence 
unexpired,  part  of  the  sentence — that  part 
which  he  was  released  from  serving  during 
the  period  of  durance  originally  specified 
— may  be  executed  upon  him.  So,  the  law 
is  written."  The  conditions  of  the  parole 
in  this  case  refer  to  the  judgment  and  sen- 
tence to  be  affected  by  it  in  its  legal  and 
proper  aspect.  The  conditions  cannot  be 
said  to  be  immoral,  or  to  be  impossible 
of  performance  during  the  life  of  the  pe- 
titioner; nor  can  it  be  illegal,  since  the 
particular  period  of  time  within  which  the 
sentence  is  to  be  suffered  by  ths  convict 
as  specified  in  the  judgment  and  sentence 
is  not  a  part  of  the  judgment  and  sentence, 
except  so  far  as  it  fixes  th?  quantum  of 
time  that  he  must  suffer  such  penalty,  and 
the  conditions  imposed  are  not  forbidden  by 
law,  and  do  not  increase  the  punishment 
imposed  by  the  court.  If  the  particular 
period  of  time  fixed  by  tlie  court  within 
which  the  execution  of  the  sentence  of  im- 
prisonment was  to  be  fully  performed  is 
extended,  or  held  in  abeyance  or  postponed, 
the  time  or  duration  of  imprisonment  is  not 
thereby  increased,  and  the  interruption  of 
the  execution  of  the  judgment  and  sen* 
tence  during  the  time  the  petitioner  was 
at  liberty  under  the  parole  was  secured 
to  him  by  his  acceptance  of  the  conditions 
thereof,  and  the  petitioner  cannot  complain 
of  it. 

If  a  condition  of  the  parole  upon  which 
petitioner  secured  his  release  from  impris- 
onment has  been  violated  by  him,  the  pa- 
role may  be  revoked,  and  the  petitioner 
may  be  rearrested  and  compelled  to  un- 
dergo so  much  of  the  original  sentence  as 
he  had  not  suffered  at  the  time  of  his  re- 
lease. State  V.  Home,  supra;  State  v. 
Barnes,  32  S.  C.  14,  6  L.R.A.  743,  17  Am. 
St.  Rep.  832,  10  S.  E.  611;  12  Cyc.  Law 
&  Proc.  p.  0G8;  Ex  parte  Marks,  64  Cal. 
29,  49  Am.  Rep.  034,  28  Pac.  109.  The  pe- 
titioner accepted  and  agreed  to  *he  condi- 
tions of  the  parole,  thereby  securing  his 
release  from  imprisonment,  and  he  is  bound 
by  its  terms  and  conditions.  One  of  the 
conditions  of  the  pairole  was  that  defend- 
ant, "Will  Ridley,  will  abstain  from  the 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  to  remain 
away  from  all  places  where  intoxicating 
liquors  are  sold,  and  places  where  gambling 
is  carried  on,  and  will  avoid  all  evil  as- 
sociations; that  he  will  respect  the  laws 
of  the  state  of  Oklahoma,  and  conduct  him- 
self in  all  respects  as  an  upright  citizen." 
The  violation  of  this  condition  of  the  pa- 
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role  .  renders  it  null  and  void,  and,  upon 
the  revocation  by  the  governor  for  such 
violation,  the  status  of  the  petitioner  is  as 
though  he  had  never  bccu  paroled.  The 
law  imposes  the  ooligation  to  complete  the 
term  of  imprisonment  fixed  by  the.  judg- 
ment and  sentence,  as  though  no  parole  had 
been  granted,  and  petitioner  should  be  re- 
turned to  serve  the  remainder  of  his  term 
of  imprisonment. 

When  a  convict  has  been  released  upon  a 
parole,  his  rearrest  and  return  to  custody  by 
an  executive  order  revoking  the  parole  is 
not  in  violation  of  the  constitutional  guar- 
anty "that  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of 
his  liberty  without  due  process  of  law," 
or  "that  no  warrant  shall  issue  but  upon 
probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affir- 
mation," since,  being  a  convict  at  large 
by  executive  clemency  which  he  has  accept- 
ed on  conditions  included  therein,  upon  the 
violation  of  any  of  such  conditions,  he  is 
merely  an  escaped  convict,  and  not  entitled 
to  invoke  such  constitutional  guaranty. 
However,  a  convict  who  has  been  released 
upon  a  parole,  and  apprehended  upon  the 
revocation  thereof,  in  the  absence  of  a  stat- 
ute, or  of  an  express  provision  in  the  pa- 
role giving  him  the  right  to  a  hearing  be- 
fore a  court  having  jurisdiction,  may,  upon 
an  application  for  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
averring  the  facts,  show  that  lie  has  fully 
performed  the  conditions  of  the  parole,  or 
that  he  has  a  legal  excuse  for  not  having 
done  so,  or  that  he  is  not  the  same  person 
who  was  convicted.  If  it  be  determined  up- 
on the  hearing  of  such  application  that 
there  has  not  been  a  violation  of,  or  non- 
compliance with,  the  condition  or  condi- 
tions of  the  parole,  or  if  the  petitioner  shall 
show,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  somo 
valid  reason  or  excuse  for  such  violation  or 
noncompliance,  he  should  be  discharged 
from  custody;  but  if  a  violation  of,  or  non- 
compliance with,  the  condition  or  conditions 
of  the  parole,  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  court  without  any  legal  reason  or  ex- 
cuse therefor,  the  petitioner  should  be  re- 
manded to  custody,  and  ordered  to  have 
the  original  sentence  imposed  upon  him 
duly  executed,  or  so  much  thereof  as  has 
not  been  already  suffered. 

In  the  matter  of  "the  credit  for  good 
time  allowed  petitioner  under  the  law,"  the 
parole  and  its  revocation  in  no  way  af- 
fects it.  Under  our  Constitution  it  is  the 
duty  and  prerogative  of  the  legislative  de- 
partment to  define  crime,  and  fix  the  max- 
imum and  minimum  penalty,  and  to  fix  by 
law  the  kind  and  manner  of  punishment, 
and  to  provide  such  disciplinary  regula- 
tions for  prisoners,  not  in  conflict  with  tlic 
fundamental  law,  as  the  legislature  deemn 
best.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  judicial  dc- 
•ZQ  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


partment  to  try  offenders  against  those 
laws,  and  upon  conviction  to  sentence  tliem 
under  the  statute.  The  governor  has  no 
authority,  and  has  not  attempted  to  intert 
as  a  provision  of  the  parole  that  a  revoca- 
tion of  its  provisions  should  work  a  for- 
feiture of  the  statutory  diminution  of  sen- 
tence for  good  conduct  while  in  prison. 
Such  a  condition  as  a  consequence  of  the 
revocation  of  the  parole  would  in  effect  re- 
quire petitioner  to  serve  a  longer  term  than 
that  for  which  he  had  been  sentenced,  and 
would  therefore  be  illegal.  We  are  of  opin- 
ion, upon  an  examination  of  tlie  authori- 
ties and  upon  principle,  that  an  act  of  the 
legislature  specifically  defining  credits  for 
good  behavior,  in  existence  at  the  date  of 
the  judgment  against  the  prisoner,  becoma 
a  part  of  the  sentence  and  inheres  into  the 
punishment  assessed,  and  is  not  an  inva- 
sion of  the  constitutional  prerogative  of 
the  governor. 

It  having  been  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  slicriff  of  Stephens  county,  the  re- 
spondent in  this  case,  that  by  the  execu- 
tive order  it  became  the  duty  of  all  sher- 
iffs and  other  peace  officers  of  the  state  to 
apprehend  tlie  said  William  Ridley,  wherev- 
er he  may  be  found,  and  to  take  him  into 
safe  custody,  and  to  conduct  him  to  the 
warden  of  the  penitentiary  at  McAlester, 
the  respondent,  as  sheriif  acted  within  his 
authority  in  arresting  and  detaining  him  in 
custody.  It  appearing  that  the  arrest  and 
detention  of  the  petitioner  is  warranted  un- 
der the  conditions  of  the  parole  by  which 
he  secured  his  release  from  imprisonment, 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  denied. 

It  is  by  the  court  ordered  that  petitioner 
be  remanded  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff 
of  Stephens  county,  and  by  him  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  warden  of  the  state  peniten- 
tiory  at  McAlester,  there  to  serve  the  re- 
mainder of  the  original  sentence  imposed 
upon  him,  until  the  same  shall  be  fully 
executed. 

Writ  denied,  and  petitioner  remanded. 

Fnrman,  P.  J.,  and  Owen,  J.,  eoncur. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  March  10^ 
1010. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  SVPREMB  OOmtT. 

ELIZA  BALDWIN,  Eespt, 

V. 

CITY  OF  ABERDEEN,  Appt 
(—  S.  D.  — ,  123  N.  W.  80.) 

Pleading  .—  demurrer  —  general  denial 

^carrjinsr  back. 

3.  A  demurrer  to  one  defense  of  an  an- 
swer, the  other  ot  which  is  a  ^neral  do- 
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nial,  eaimoi  be  carried  back  to  the  com- 
plaint, under  the  rule  that  a  demurrer 
Marches  the  whole  record,  since  defendant 
cannot  deny  and  demur  at  the  same  time. 
Hnnlclpal  corporation  —  personal  In- 
jury —  notice  —  retroactive  statute. 
2.  A  statute  requiring  notice  to  be  given 
to  a  municipal  corporation  before  the  suit 
is  brought,  to  hold  it  liable  for  a  personal 
injury,  does  not  apply  to  a  cause  the  action 
npon  which  is  brought  on  the  very  day  the 
itatute  goes  into  effect. 

(October  8,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  an  order  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Brown  County 
sustaining  a  demurrer  to  the  answer  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  damages  for 
personal  injuries  alleged  to  have  been  caused 
by  defendant's  negligence.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Tanbman,  Williamson,  and 
Ilrrreid,  for  appellant: 

A  demurrer  to  any  pleading  relates  back 


to  the  first  defective  pleading,  and,  at  the 
time  of  the  argument  of  the  demurrer  before 
the  circuit  court,  the  conditions  were  the 
same  as  though  the  defendant  had  inter- 
posed a  general  demurrer  to  the  plaintiff's 
complaint. 

Tribune  Printing  &  Binding  Co.  v.  Barnes, 
7  N.  D.  591,  75  N.  VV.  904,  0  Enc  PI.  & 
Pr.  p.  326. 

A  change  in  the  procedure  or  method  of 
procedure  does  not  render  an  act  uncon- 
stitutional or  ex  post  faoto  as  to  liabilities 
incurred  before  it  was  passed. 

State  v.  Bunker,  7  8.  D.  639,  65  N.  W. 
33;  SUte  v.  Hughes,  8  S.  D.  338,  66  N.  W. 
1076;  8  Cyc.  Law  St,  Proc.  p.  1021;  Cooley, 
Const.  Lim.  331. 

Mr.  Amos  N.  Goodman,  for  respondent: 

The  issues  as  to  whether  the  complain*. 
states  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause 
of  action  can  be  raised  only  by  demurrer  to 
the  complaint,  or  by  motion  fdr  judgment 
non  obstante  verdicto  after  a  demurrer  has 
been  overruled. 


Note.  —  May  a  demurrer  to  a  separate 
defenae  be  carried  hacTe  to  the  com- 
plaint, where  the  defendant  has  cUso 
pleaded  a  general  denial. 

The  question  whether  a  demurrer  to  a 
plea  in  abatement  or  replication  searches 
the  record  is  excluded  from  this  note. 

It  has  been  held  in  several  states,  not- 
withstanding a  general  denial  has  been 
pleaded,  together  with  a  special  defense, 
that  a  demurrer  to  the  latter  will  be  car- 
ried back  to  the  declaration  or  complaint. 
Henderson  v.  Hale,  19  Ala.  154;  Gould  v. 
Stover,  75  Ind.  50;  Alkire  v.  Alkire,  134 
Ind.  350,  32  N.  E.  571 ;  McAfee  v.  Bending, 
36  Ind.  App.  628,  76  N.  E.'  412;  Cobe  v. 
Mallov  (Ind.  App.)  88  N.  E.  620;  Neyens 
T.  Flesher  (Ind.  App.)  88  N.  E.  626;  Dor- 
sey  V.  State,  4  Gill  &  J.  471. 

So  it  has  been  held  that  a  demurrer  to  a 
special  plea  will  search  the  record  back  to 
the  declaration,  notwithstanding  the  gen- 
eral issue  has  been  pleaded.  Auburn  &  O. 
Canal  Co.  t.  Leitch,  4  Denio,  65,  overruling 
dicta  to  the  contrary  in  Wheeler  v.  Curtis, 
11  Wend.  6.53;  Dearborne  v.  Kent,  14  Wend. 
1H3;  Russell  v.  Rogers,  15  Wend.  351;  Mil- 
ler V.  Maxwell.  16' Wend.  9.  This  rule  is 
rw)gnized  in  Bishop  v.  Quintard,  18  Conn. 
39.5. 

In  Auburn  k  O.  Canal  Co.  v.  Leitch,  su- 
pra, the  court  said  that  a  defendant  could 
not  both  plead  and  demur,  although  he  may 
interpose  "two  or  more  pleas,  some  of  which 
may  terminate  in  issues  of  fact,  .  .  . 
while  others  may  result  in  issues  of  law, 
•  ■  .  and  whenever  we  come  to  a  de- 
liinrrer,  whether  it  be  to  the  plea,  replica- 
tion, rejoinder,  or  still  further  onward,  the 
mle  is  to  jjive  judgment  against  the  party 
*bo  committed  the  first  fault  in  pleading, 
if  the  fault  be  such  ns  would  make  the 
pkadinj;  bad  on  general  demurrer.  This 
26  LR.A.(N.S.) 


rule  has  always  prevailed.  It  was  the  rule 
prior  to  the  statute  of  Anne,  and  to  say 
that  the  defendant,  because  he  pleads  two 
pleas,  one  of  which  results  in  a  demurrer, 
cannot  go  back  and  attack  the  declaration, 
would  be  to  deprive  him  of  a  portion  of  the 
privilege  which  the  legislature  intended  to 
confer.  He  cannot  plead  and  demur  at  the 
same  time,  because  the  common  law  forbids 
it  and  the  statute  does  not  allow  it,  but 
he  may  plead  two  pleas,  and  he  takes-  the 
right  with  all  its  legitimate  consequences, 
one  of  which  is  that,  whenever  there  comes 
a  demurrer  upon  either  of  the  two  lines  of 
pleading,  he  may  run  back  upon  that  line 
to  see  which  party  committed  the  first 
fault,  and  against  that  party  judgment  will 
be  rendered.  Aside  from  the  dicta  [in  the 
cases  above  cited],  there  it  not  a  shadow 
of  authority  either  here  or  in  England  for 
a  different  doctrine." 

,  And  this  doctrine  was  applied  in  Neyens 
V.  Flesher,  supra,  where,  after  a  demurrer 
to  a  complaint  had  been  overruled,  a  gen- 
eral denial  was  filed  together  with  a  special 
plea  which  was  demurred  to. 

It  was  held  in  Henderson  ▼.  Hale,  supra, 
that  a  demurrer  to  a  special  plea  of  justifi- 
cation to  several  counts  of  a  declaration  for 
libel,  which  was  accompanied  by  the  gen- 
eral issue,  may  be  visited  upon  the  counts 
of  the  declaration  to  which  the  special  plea 
is  related. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  in  Illinois  it  has 
been  held  that  a  demurrer  to  a  special  de- 
fense, when  accompanied  by  a  plea  of  the 
general  issue,  will  not  relate  back  to  the 
complaint  or  declaration.  6  Enc.  PI.  ft  Pf. 
p.  332;  Wear  v.  Jacksonville  4  S.  R.  Co. 
24  III.  593;  Wilson  v.  Mvrick,  20  111.  34; 
Sehofield  v.  Settlev,  31  111.  515:  Ward  v. 
Stout,  32  111.  399 :  "Mount  v.  Hunter,  58  III. 
246;  St.  IJiuis.  J.  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Lurton, 
72    111.    118;    Brackett    v.    People,    72    III. 
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14  Ene.  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  91 ;  6  Enc.  PI.  &  Pr. 
p.  208;  Ma.\\vell  Code  PI.  360;  Code  Civ. 
Proc.  §§  120  &  121. 

A  demurrer  to  one  of  several  defenses 
does  not  reach  back  to  the  complaint  over 
the  issues  joined  on  a  general  denial. 

6  Enc.  PI.  &  Pr.  pp.  330  &  332;  9  Enc. 
PI.  &  Pr.  p.  882. 

A  statute  begins  to  speak  from  the  mo- 
ment it  takes  effect,  and  not  before,  and  must 
be  construed  prospective  in  operation,  unless 
the  intent  that  it  shall  operate  retrospec- 
tively is  expressed  in  clear  and  unambigu- 
ous terms,  or  necessarily  implied  from  its 
langugage,  which  would  make  it  inopera- 
tive otherwise. 

Gilbert  v.  Ackerman,  159  N.  Y.  118,  45 
L.R.A.  120;  63  N.  E.  753,  Murdock  v. 
Franklin  Ins.  Co.  33  W.  Va.  407,  7  L.R.A. 
572;  10  S.  E.  777,  Stewart  v.  Vandervort, 
34  W.  Va.  524,  12  L  R.A.  50,  12  S.  E.  730. 

Whiting,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  an  action  instituted  by  the  plain- 
tiif  and  respondent  to  recover  from  the  de- 
fendant and  appellant  damages  which  the 
plaintiff  claims  to  have  suffered,  owing  to 
the  negligence  of  the  defendant  in  main- 
tenance and  care  of  its  streets.  The  com- 
plaint sets  forth  the  defective  condition  of 
the  street;  the  fact  that  plaintiff  fell,  owing 
to  the  defective  condition  of  such  street; 
and  that  she  sustained  injury  as  the  result 
of  such  fall.  The  defendant,  answering,  for 
the  first  defense  interposed  a  general  denial, 
and  for  the  second  defense  alleged  that  plain- 
tiff had  not  given  to  the  city,  through  its 
auditor,  any  written  notice  of  the  time, 
place,  and  cause  of  the  alleged  injuries,  and 


that  such  auditor  or  clerk  had  received  no 
written  or  verbal  notice  of  any  kind  of  the 
time,  place,  or  cause  of  such  injury.  The 
plaintiff  interposed  a  demurrer  to  the  second 
defense  contained  in  such  answer,  alleging 
as  grounds  of  said  demurrer  that  said  second 
defen.se  does  not  set  forth  facts  suflicient  to 
constitute  a  defense  in  this  action.  At  the 
time  of  the  hearing  on  demurrer,  the  defend- 
ant objected  to  further  proceedings  in  said 
action,  for  the  reason  that  the  facts  stated 
in  the  complaint  did  not  constitute  a  cause 
of  action  against  the  defendant,  and  speci- 
fied some  six  alleged  defects  in  said  com- 
plaint. Upon  the  hearing  of  such  demurrer 
and  objections,  the  objections  were  overruled 
and  the  demurrer  sustained;  and  it  is  from 
such  order  overruling  such  objctions  and 
sustaining  the  demurrer  that  this  appeal  is 
taken.  Appellant  alleges  three  errors,  as 
follows:  First,  that  the  court  erred  in  sus- 
taining the  demurrer  of  plaintiff  to  the  sec- 
ond defense  contained  in  its  answer;  second, 
the  court  erred  in  overruling  the  objections 
made  by  the  defendant  at  the  time  of  argu- 
ment of  such  demurrer,  for  the  reasons 
stated  in  said  objections;  third,  the  court 
erred  in  holding  that  the  complaint  of  the 
plaintiff  stated  facts  sufficient  to  constitute 
a  cause  of  action  against  the  defendant. 
That  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  of 
the  record,  we  would  state  that  the  court  in 
making  its  order  simply  sustained  the  de- 
murrer to  the  second  defense,  and  overruled 
the  objections  interposed,  but  did  not  in  any 
manner  hold  or  state  that  the  complaint 
stated  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause 
of  action  against  the  defendant. 

The    complaint    alleges    that   the    injury 
complained  of  was  received  on  the  1st  day 


506;  Chestnut  v.  Chestnut,  77  111.  340; 
Compton  v.  People,  86  111.  J76;  Mix  v.  Peo- 
ple, 86  III.  329;  Supreme  Lodge  K.  P.  v. 
McLennan,  171  III.  417,  40  N.  E.  530,  af- 
firming 60  111.  App.  509;  Hedrick  v.  People, 
221  III.  374,  77  N.  E.  441,  6  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
('as.  600;  Shunick  v.  Thompson,  25  III. 
App.  619;  Rice  v.  Alcshire,  72  III.  App. 
455;  Marshall  v.  Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St.  L. 
R.  Co.  80  111.  App.  531 :  McDonald  v.  Orvis, 
5  Biss.  183,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  8,764. 

The  Illinois  rule  above  stated  has  been 
applied  to  an  action  of  debt  where  a  plea 
of  non  eat  factum,  together  with  other  spe- 
cial pleas  which  were  demurred  to,  has  been 
interposed.  Shunick  v.  Thompson;  Wil- 
son v.  Myrick;  and  Mix  v.  People, — supra. 

In  Bra'wncr  v.  Lomax,  23  111.  406,  Clay- 
comb  V.  Munger,  51  111.  373,  and  Culver  v. 
Third  Nat.  Bank,  64  111.  528,  where  the 
^neral  issue,  together  with  a  special  plea, 
was  filed,  it  was  held  that  a  demurrer  to 
the  latter  did  not  search  the  record  back  to 
the  declaration.  But  in  these  cases  a  de- 
murrer to  the  declaration  had  been  previ- 
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ously  overruled.  And  this  doctrine  was  also 
applied  in  Chicago  v.  People,  210  III.  84, 
71  N.  E.  816,  where,  after  a  demurrer  to  a 
petition  for  mandamus  had  been  overruled, 
an  answer  setting  up  a  complete  defense 
was  filed,  and  thereupon  the  respondent  de- 
murred to  the  relator's  replication. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
general  question  whether  a  demurrer 
searches  the  record,  after  a  demurrer  to 
the  complaint  or  declaration  has  been  over- 
ruled, is  not  considered  in  this  note. 

But  it  was  held  in  Reeves  v.  Forman,  26 
III.  313,  that  as  there  was  no  general  issue 
in  an  action  of  covenant,  a  plea  of  non  est 
factum  will  not  be  regarded  as  the  general 
issue,  80  as  to  prevent  a  demurrer  to  a 
special  plea  reaching  back  to  the  declara- 
tion. 

Where,  with  leave  of  the  court,  a  plea 
of  the  general  issue  is  withdrawn,  and  a 
special  pleading  is  filed,  a  demurrer  thereto 
will  then  be  carried  back  to  the  declaration. 
Mudge  v.  Rinkle,  45  111.  App.  604. 
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of  June,  1907,  and  the  summons  herein  wan 
issued  July  1,  1907.  From  the  above  it  will 
be  noticed  that  the  defendant  did  not  directly 
demur  to  the  complaint,  but  it  is  its  conten- 
tion on  appeal  that,  under  the  well-estab- 
lished rule  of  practice  to  the  effect  that  a 
demurrer  searches  the  whole  record,  its  ob- 
jections became  virtually  a  motion  to  the 
court  asking  the  court  to  set  aside  the  com- 
plaint, on  the  demurrer  to  the  said  second 
defense  in  answer,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
the  court  was  bound  to  consider  the  com- 
plaint as  demurred  to.  While  we  doubt  the 
correctness  of  appellant's  contention,  and  do 
not  think  the  interposing  of  the  objections 
was  the  equivalent  to  moving  the  trial  court 
to  treat  the  complaint  as  demurred  to,,  yet 
for  the  purposes  of  this  appeal,  we  will  con- 
sider the  case  the  same  as  if  the  defendant 
had,  by  direct  motion  or  petition,  asked  the 
court  to  apply  the  rule  above  stated,  to  the 
effect  that  a  demurrer  does  search  the  whole 
record.  This  then  leaves  two  questions  for 
consideration : 

First.  Under  the  conditions  of  the  plead- 
ings in  this  case,  could  the  rule  that  a  de- 
murrer searches  the  whole  record  apply  to 
the  complaint  herein?  If  the  above  should 
be  answered  in  the  negative,  then  was  the 
demurrer  to  the  second  defense  properly  sus- 
tained? A  person  answering  a  complaint, 
if  the  answer  is  a  general  denial,  admits, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  trial,  that  the  facts 
pleaded  in  the  complaint  state  a  good  cause 
of  action.  9  Enc.  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  882.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  defendant  demurs  to  such 
crimplaint,  for  the  purposes  of  the  demurrer, 
he  admits  the  facts  to  be  as  alleged  in  com- 
plaint, but  contends  that  they  are  not  suffi- 
cient to  show  cause  of  action.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  a  general  denial  and  a  demur- 
rer are  absolutely  inconsistent  the  one  with 
the  other,  and,  for  that  reason,  both  under 
the  common  law  and  the  Codes,  in  practi- 
cally all  of  the  states,  it  is  held  that  a  per- 
son cannot  interpose  to  the  same  cause  of  ac- 
tion both  a  general  denial  an  J  a  demurrer, 
unless,  perhaps,  in  those  cases  whore  the 
allegations  of  the  complaint  purporting  to 
state  the  cause  of  action  are  divisible  in 
their  nature.  31  Cyc.  Law  ft  Proc.  p.  310; 
6  Enc.  PI.  &  Pr.  p"  382 ;  9  Enc.  PI.  &  Pr. 
p.  882;  Baylies,  Code  PI.  i  Forms,  203.  Ap- 
plying the  above  rule  in  this  case,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  defendant  could  not  have 
pleaded  its  first  defense  and  joined  with  it  a 
general  demurrer.  Could  it  indirectly  do 
what  it  could  not  do  directly?  Undoubtedly 
appellant  in  the  trial  court  could  have  asked 
leave  to  withdraw  its  answer,  and  have  in- 
terposed a  demurrer,  but  such  action  was 
not  taken,  and  this  general  denial  stood  as  a 
part  of  the  answer  at  the  time  of  the  hear- 
ing on  demurrer  to  the  other  part  of  the 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


answer.  Tlte  courts  uniformily  hold  that 
one  cannot  indirectly  demur  where  it  could 
not  directly,  and  that,  for  that  reason,  the 
rule  that  a  demurrer  searches  the  whole 
record  has  no  application  as  against  a 
pleading  to  which  a  general  denial  has  been 
interposed.  31  Cyc.  Law  ft  Proc.  p.  342;  6 
Enc.  PI.  ft  Pr.  p.  332;  Baylies,  Code  PI.  ft 
Forms,  287;  Wheeler  v.  Curtis,  11  Wend. 
660.  The  court  in  Wheeler  v.  Curtis  says: 
"Whether  the  first  count  in  Ijhe  declaration 
is  defective  or  not  is  a  question  that  can- 
not be  raised  upon  this  demurrer.  The  de- 
fendants  have  pleaded  the  general  issue  to 
the  whole  declaration,  and  to  permit  them, 
on  a  demurrer  to  the  replication,  to  go  back 
and  object  to  the  declaration,  would  be  al- 
lowing the  defendants  to  do  indirectly  what 
they  could  not  do  directly,  to  wit,  plead  and 
demur  to  the  same  count.  7  Bacon,  Pleas 
ft  PI.  457,  note.  They  cannot  override  the 
general  issue,  and  have  the  benefit  of  a  de- 
murrer in  this  way,  under  the  rule  that  a 
party  may  go  back,  and  take  advantage  of 
the  first  fault  in  pleading,  for  the  operation 
and  effect  would  be  the  same  as  if  a  general 
demurrer  had  been  put  into  the  defective 
pleading."  It  is  therefore  clear  that  the  de- 
fendant was  ip  no  position  to  question  the 
Bufliciency  of  the  complaint. 

This  brings  us  to  the  question  of  whether 
or  not  the  second  defense  interposed  was 
good  as  against  the  demurrer.  Chapter  90, 
p.  138,  Laws  1907,  which  was  approved 
March  7,  1907,  and  went  into  effect  on  July 
1,  1907,  provides  that  "no  action  for  the 
recovery  of  damages  for  injury  or  death, 
against  any  city  or  incorporated  town,  on 
account  of  its  negligence,  shall  be  main- 
tained unless  written  notice  of  the  time, 
place,  and  cause  of  injury  is  given  to  the 
clerk  of  the  city  or  incorporated  town,  by 
the  person  injured,  his  or  her  agent  or  at- 
torney, within  sixty  days  after  the  injury. 

.  .  .  "  It  is  the  appellant's  contention 
that  this  statute  applies  to  the  case  st  bar, 
while  it  is  the  contention  of  the  respondent 
that  this  statute  applies  only  to  causes  of 
action  accruing  after  July  1,  1007.  We  do 
not  pass  upon  the  question  of  whether  an- 
swer or  demurrer  was  the  proper  method  to 
raise  this  defense,  but  treat  it  as  though  it 
could  be  raised  by  answer,  as  was  attempted 
here  Cooley,  in  his  work  on  Constitutional 
Limitations,  7th  ed.,  says  at  page  529:  "It 
is  a  sound  rule  of  construction  that  a  stat- 
ute should  have  a  prospective  operation  oidy 
unless  its  terms  show  clearly  a  legislative 
intention  that  it  should  operate  retrospec- 
tively." In  the  case  of  Price  v.  Hopkin,  13 
Mich.  318,  in  construing  a  statute  affecting 
a  question  of  limitation  of  time  for  bring- 
ing actions,  which  statute,  if  applied  to  the 
case  then  before  the  court,  would  absolutely 
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take  from  the  plaintiff  any  right  of  action, 
the  court  holds  that  such  statute  could  not 
be  applied  to  auch  case;  and  it  having  been 
contended  in  that  case  that,  inasmuch  as 
the  statute  in  question  wag  paBsed  in  March, 
and  was  ordered  to  take  effect  on  the  Ist  of 
the  next  January,  the  people  had  notice  dur- 
ing such  intervening  time  that  such  statute 
would  go  into  effect  on  such  date,  and  that, 
such  notice  being  a  reasonable  one,  and  giv- 
ing the  plaintiff  a  reasonable  time  to  com- 
mence action,  the  statute  shoold  be  sus- 
tained as  retroactive.  The  court,  by  Justice 
Cooley  after  referring  to  two  authorities 
which  apparently  supported  this  position, 
calls  attention  to  the  Constitution  of  Michi- 
gan, which  provides  that  no  public  act  shall 
take  effect  or  be  in  force  until  the  expira- 
tion of  ninety  days  from  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion, unless  the  legislature  shall  otherwise 
direct,  states  that  the  id(>a  embodied  in  such 
Constitution  is  not  that  the  passage  of  a 
law  is  notice,  but  that  ninety  days  from 
the  end  of  the  session  is  required  to  bring 
knowledge  of  the  law  to  the  public  at  large, 
and  that  such  notice  cannot  be  held  com- 
plete until  the  period  allowed  has  expired; 
and  it  was,  moreover,  held  in  that  case  that 
the  extra  time  allowed  for  the  act  in  ques- 
tion therein  to  take  effect  was  owing  to  the 
importance  of  the  matter,  and  the  need  of 
giving  the  people  more  time  to  familiarize 
themselves  therewith,  and  the  learned  jus- 
tice held  that  to  make  the  act  operate  as 
notice  from  the  time  of  its  passage  would  be 
a  violation  of  the  constitutional  provision 
quoted.  The  above  constitutional  provision 
is  very  similar  to  the  provision  found  in  our 
Constitution,  to  wit,  that  a  law  shall  not 
go  into  effect  until  ninety  days  after  the  ad- 
journment of  the  session  at  which  it  is 
passed,  unless,  in  case  of  an  emergency,  the 
legislature  by  a  two-thirds  vote  shall  other- 
wise direct.  Applyi;ig  the  rule  laid  down  in 
the  Michigan  case  to  the  case  at  bar,  we  find 
that  the  plaintiff  did  not  have  complete 
notice  of  the  passage  of  the  act  in  question 
until  the  very  day  this  action  was  brou;;ht. 
Therefore,  under  the  rule  and  for  the  rea- 
sons laid  down  in  the  above  Michigan  case, 
it  could  not  well  be  holden  that  this  law 
was  retroactive.  It  is  entirely  different 
from  that  class  of  legislation  so  often  seen 
wherein  some  provision  is  made,  requiring 
notice  before  an  act  can  be  done,  but  which 
law,  while  spccifically  providing  that  it 
shall  apply  not  only  to  matters  in  the  fu- 
ture, but  also  to  cases  then  existing,  fur- 
ther provides  for  a  reasonable  notice  in 
cases  then  existing.  In  direct  line  with  the 
Michigan  ca!>e  is  the  case  of  Gilbert  v.  Ack- 
erman,  159  N.  Y.  118,  45  L.R.A.  118,  53 
N.  E.  753,  which  cites  the  Michigan  case 
with  approval,  and  holds,  as  was  held  in 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


that  case,  that  a  statute  which  attempts  to 
shorten  the  period  for  bringing  an  action, 
without  providing  a  reasonable  time  foi 
bringing  it  after  the  statute  takes  effect,  ii 
unconstitutional. 

We  are  therefore  firmly  convinced,  botb 
because  laws  should  be  construed  as  pros- 
pective unless  clearly  retrospective,  and 
also  because  to  hold  the  law  now  before  of 
as  retrospective  would  render  it  unconstitu- 
tional, that  the  statute  in  question  should 
be  held  prospective  only,  and  have  no  ap- 
plication to  the  case  at  bar.  In  support  of 
this  position  we  cite  Richmond  v.  Henrico 
County,  83  Va.  204,  2  S.  E.  26;  People  v. 
O'Brien,  111  N.  Y.  1,  2  L.R.A.  255,  7  Am. 
St..  Rep.  684,  18  N.  E.  092;  Murdock  v. 
Franklin  Ins.  Co.  33  W.  Va.  407,  7  L.R.A 
572,  10  8.  E.  777;  Stewart  v.  Vandervort 
34  W.  Va.  624,  12  L.R.A.  50,  12  8.  E.  736. 
The  lower  court  committed  no  error  in  sus- 
taing  plaintifTs  demurrer  to  the  said  sec- 
ond defense  pleaded  in  said  answer. 

The  order  of  the  trial  court  appealed  from 
is  affirmed. 

McCoy,  J.,  taking  no  part  in  the  deci- 
sion. • 


NORTH  DAKOTA  SCPRSHE  COmtT. 

CITY  OF  MAYVILLE,   Respt, 

V. 

C.  A.  ROSING,  Appt 

(—  N.  D.  — ,  123  N.  W.  393.) 

Municipal    ordinance  —  fire    limits  — 
"construct." 

1.  A  city  ordinance  enacting  that  it  shall 
be  unlawful  to  construct  any  wooden  build- 
ing within  the  fire  limits  of  the  city  is  not 
violated  by  a  repairing  or  remodeling  of  a 
wooden  building  unless  it  is  done  to  the 
extent  of  substantially  erecting  a  "new 
building"  as  that  word  is  commonly  under- 
stood. 

Same  ■—  violation. 

2.  Defore  an  ordinance  declaring  it  tin- 
lawful   to   construct   any   wooden    building 

Ileadnotes  by  Morgan,  Ch.  J. 


Ifote.  —  Remodeling,  recon»trucUng> 
or  augmenting  building  as  con- 
atruction  or  erection  within  fire-limit 
statute  or  ordinance. 

The  kindred  question  as  to  what  consti- 
tute repairs,  reconstruction,  or  alteration 
of  building  within  fire-limit  statute  or  or- 
dinance, is  considered  in  the  case  note  ap- 
pended to  Seneca  v.  Cochran,  post,  124. 

As  said  in  13  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d 
ed.  p.  398:  "If  a  building  be  so  changed 
in  plan,  structure,  dimensions,  and  general 
appearance  that  it  might,  according  to  the 
common  understanding  of  men,  be  called  in 
common  parlance  a  new  buildings  then  it 
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within  the  Mtabliahed  fire  limitii  of  the  city 
it  TioUted,  the  acts  muat  be  brought  within 
the  tcrnu  of  the  ordinance,  or  synonymous 
term*,  or  terms  included  within  the  terms 
of  the  ordinano*. 
Same  —  constrnction. 

3.  If  the  terms  of  such  an  ordinancn  be 
liberally  construed  there  can  be  no  convic- 
tion thereunder  based  solely  on  the  fact 
that  the  acts  are  within  the  spirit  or  pur- 
poM  of  the  ordinance. 

Same—  facts  —  conclusion. 

4.  Facts  stated  in  the  opinion  held  not  to 
show  a  violation  of  an  ordinance  declaring 
it  unlawful  to  construct  a  wooden  building 
vitbin  the  fire  limits  of  the  city. 

(November  0,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  Judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Traill  Coun- 
ty convicting  him  of  violation  of  a  munici- 
pal ordinance  prohibiting  the  construction 


of  wooden  buildings  within  the  city  fire 
limits.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  ISngerud,  Hold,  &  Frame  for 
appellant. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Ames,  for  respondent; 

It  is  not  necessary  that  a  new  building 
should  be  distinct  from  and  independent  of 
an  old  one  in  order  to  be  deemed  a  building 
erected. 

Nelson  v.  Campbell,  28  Pa.  156;  Harman 
▼.  Cummings,  43  Fa.  322;  State,  Delione, 
Prosecutor,  r.  Long  Branch,  65  N.  J.  L. 
108,  25  Atl.  274. 

The  erection  of  a  building  includes  work 
performed  in  adding  a  story  to  a  building. 

Driesbach  v.  Keller,  2  Pa.  St.  79. 

As  the  city  council  meant  to  guard  the 
city  against  fire  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court 
so  to  construe  the  ordinance  that  such 
intent  may  be  carried  into  effect,  and 
therefore   any   material   alteration   in   the 


may  be  deemed  a  violation  of  the  ordinance 
forbidding  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings 
within  fire  limits." 

The  owner  of  a  brick  building  is  not  for- 
bidden to  construct  an  addition  of  two 
stories,  having  a  wooden  frame  and  cov- 
ered with  corrugated  iron,  b^  an  ordinance 
providing  that  no  person  shall  build  any 
structure  of  wood.  Montgomery  v.  Louis- 
ville A  N.  R.  Co.  84  Ala.  127,  4  So.  020. 

And  a  dwelling  house  is  not  erected  with- 
in the  statute,  where  an  old  building  used 
originally  as  a  church,  and  later  as  a  join- 
er's shop,  is  raised,  newly  sided,  roofed  and 
plastered,  a  cellar  dug  under  it,  and  par- 
titions placed  in  it,  to  fit  it  for  use  as  a 
residence.    Booth  v.  State,  4  Conn.  05. 

And  repairs  are  not  prohibited,  nor  is 
the  restoration  of  a  partially  burned  fac- 
tory, if  the  burning  was  not  so  extensive  as 
to  require  practically  a  rebuilding,  by  an 
••iHinancc  forbidding  the  erection  or  ro- 
l-iiihling  of  such  a  factory  within  certain 
limits.    Glenn  r.  Baltimore,  6  Gill  &  J.  424. 

r.ut  there  is  a  violation  of  an  ordinance 
forbidding  the  erection  or  building  of  a 
wooden  shop  or  warehouse  within  the  fire 
[inijtg,  where  the  occupant  of  a  frame  build- 
in*;  converts  it  from  a  blacksmith's  shop 
into  a  cabinetmaker's  shop  and  warehouse, 
by  alterations  and  additions,  including  an 
addition  to  its  height  of  4  feet  on  one  side 
and  10  feet  on  the  opposite  side,  besides  a 
lateral  extension  of  9  inches.  Douglass  v. 
Com.  2  Bawie,  202. 

6o,  there  is  a  violation  of  an  ordinance 
restricting  as  to  locality  the  right  to  erect 
structures  of  wood,  where  the  owner  of 
■oeh  a  structure  adds  thereto  a  story  of 
wocd.  Carroll  v.  Lvnchburg,  84  Va.  803,  0 
8.  R  133. 

A  wooden  building  was  erected  within  a 
flre-limit  statute  where  the  owner  of  a  shed 
raised  it  0  or  7  feet,  inclosed  it,  and  cov- 
ered it  with  a  roof.  People  t.  Marley,  2 
Wheeler,  C.  C.  74. 
2«  LJLA.(N.a) 


See  also  State,  Delione,  Prosecutor,  v. 
Long  Branch,  55  N.  J.  L.  108,  25  Atl.  274, 
which  is  sufficiently  set  out  in  Matvillb  v. 

ROSINO. 

In  construing  an  act  relative  to  the  erec- 
tion or  construction  of  buildings  within  fire 
limits,  the  court  in  Shultx  v.  Wireman,  4 
Phila.  121,  said:  "If  a  building  is  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  the  act  of  replacing  it  by 
another  building  is  a  new  erection  or  con- 
struction, and  I  cannot  see  that  the  exist- 
ence of  party  walls  changes  the  nature  or 
the  character  of  the  act  in  the  least,  or  can 
convert  into  mere  repair  that  which  it  will 
not  be  denied  would  constitute  an  erection 
if  no  building  had  been  upon  this  lot  to  be 
destroyed.  Webster  tells  us  that  to  repair 
is  to  restore  to  a  sound  or  good  state  aftei 
decay,  injury,  dilapidation,  or  partial  de- 
struction. Construct  means  to  put  together 
the  parts  of  a  thing  in  their  proper  place  or 
order;  to  build;  to  form;  so  that  the  ordi- 
nary sense  in  which  these  terms  are  used 
would,  of  themselves,  seem  to  settle  this  ques- 
tion; for  when  the  several  parts  of  the  pro- 
posed building  shall  have  been  put  to- 
gether in  their  proper  place,  the  building 
will  have  been  constructed,  but  not  re- 
paired." 

The  owner  of  a  livery  stable  34  by  90 
feet  cannot  make  it,  under  guise  of  repair,  00 
by  134  feet,  without  violating  an  ordinance 
forbidding  the  location,  erection,  or  construc- 
tion of  a  livery  stable  within  certain  limits. 
Caskey  v.  Edwards,  128  Mo.  App.  237,  107 
S.  W.  37.  It  will  be  noted  that  this  is  not 
a  fire-limit  case,  and  does  not  come  within 
the  scope  of  the  note.  It  was  incidentally 
found,  and  has  been  included  without  a 
special  search  for  others  of  its  kind. 

On  moving  building  within  fire  limits  as 
violation  of  prohibition  against  erection 
within  such  limits,  see  the  case  note  ajw 
pended  to  Red  Lake  Falls  Mill.  Co.  v.  Thief 
River  Falls,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  450. 
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Luilding  or  any  considerable  augmentation 
of  it,  ao  as  to  enlarge  its  dimensions  lateral- 
ly or  on  its  sides,  is  within  the  meaning,  and 
therefore  within  the  ordinance. 

People  V.  Marlcy,  2  Wheeler,  C.  C.  74; 
Douglass  V.  Com.  2  Rawle,  2G2;  Carroll  v. 
Lynchburg,  84  Va.  803,  8  S.  E.  133. 

Morgan,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  defendant  was  convicted  of  violating 
a  city  ordinance  declaring  it  unlawful  for 
any  person  "to  construct  any  wooden  build- 
ing within  such  limits"  (fire  limits),  and 
further  declaring  that  "all  buildings  here- 
after erected  therein  shall  be  built  of  brick, 
stone,  or  otlier  fireproof  material,"  and  has 
appealed  from  a  judgment  against  him  im- 
posing a  fine  of  $100  for  a  violation  of  such 
ordinance,  and  costs,  and  said  judgment 
further  provided  that  the  defendant  should 
be  imprisoned  until  such  fine  was  paid,  as 
provided  by  statute  in  cases  of  nonpayment 
of  fines.  Before  the  enactment  of  this  ordi- 
nance, the  defendant  built  a  one-story 
wooden  building  with  a  skylight  raised  at 
one  end  thereof  higher  than  the  other  parts 
of  the  roof.  The  building  as  thus  erected 
was  about  42  feet  in  length,  and  24  feet 
8  inches  in  width,  and  about  10  feet  in 
heiglit  at  the  highest  part  outside  of  the 
skylight  part,  which  was  about  17  feet  higii 
at  its  highest  point.  Tlic  sides  of  this  build- 
ing were  not  of  equal  heiglit,  and  the  roof 
was,  in  consequence  of  this  fact,  slanting. 
Aftor  the  ordinance  was  passed,  defendant 
made  changes  in  the  building  as  follows: 
Tlie  roof,  with  the  skylight,  was  removed, 
and  the  building  raised  in  height,  except  at 
the  front.  On  the  rear  16  feet  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  building  was  an  addition  with  a 
peaked  roof.  Tliis  addition  is  16  feet  long, 
and  the  height  is  about  17  feet  to  the  peak 
of  the  roof  from  the  ground,  and  about  12 
feet  to  the  base  of  the  roof.  By  this  ohange 
one  side  of  the  building  was  made  about  3} 
feet  higher  than  before,  and  the  other  was 
made  about  7)  feet  liiglier.  As  stated  be- 
fore, the  height  of  the  original  building  was 
irregular,  and  it  was  made  of  the  same 
height  by  the  change.  The  peaked  roof  part 
at  the  rear  of  the  roof  of  the  building  was 
divided  into  four  rooms  for  sleeping  room 
purposes.  The  front  was  not  changed  as  to 
height  or  appearance.  The  only  change  in 
the  appearance  of  the  sides  was  that  made 
by  reason  of  the  increased  height. 

The  sole  question  presented  on  the  appeal 
is  whetlier  the  acts  of  the  defendant  in  thus 
changing  the  character  of  the  building  were 
within  the  prohibition  of  the  ordinance 
against  the  construction  of  wooden  build- 
ings, as  it  is  conceded  that  the  material  need 
in  the  building  was  not  fireproof.  The  ordi- 
nance is  penal  in  its  character,  and  a  viola- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


I  tion  of  its  terms  is ,  followed  by  a  fine  of 
$100,  and  costs,  and,  if  the  fine  is  not  paid, 
tlic  offender  may  be  imprisoned  under  tlie 
provisions  of  S  10,104  Rev.  Codes  1905.  The 
city  contends  for  a  liberal  construction  of 
the  provisions  of  the  ordinance.  Defend- 
ant contends  for  a  strict  construction  tliere- 
of,  in  view  of  its  penal  character.  \Vc  do 
not  think  it  material  whether  §§  10,313 
and  8538,  Rev.  Codes  1905,  calling  for  a 
liberal  construction  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Penal  Code  and  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure, 
or  whether  the  rule  of  common  law  calling 
for  a  strict  construction  of  penal  statutes 
and  actions  for  a  penalty,  shall  govern. 
The  result  must  be  the  same  in  tliis  case. 

Conceding  that  the  provisions  of  the  ordi- 
nance are  to  be  liberally  construed,  we  do 
not  think  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  should  stand,  in  view  of  other  provi- 
sionu  of  the  Code.    This  rule  of  liberal  con- 
struction does  not  do  away  with  the  fact 
that  the  defendant  must  be  shown  to  have 
violated  the  ordinance.    Tlie  Code  authorizes 
the  city  to  enact  ordinances  of  this  kind  and 
to  provide  penalties  for  violation  tliereof; 
but  such  acts  are  not  subject  to  such  penal- 
ty until  ordinances  ace  enacted  pursuant  to 
such    statutory   authority,    and    the  terms 
thereof  have  been  violated.    It  is  elementary 
that  the  terms  of  the  ordinance  must  be 
such  as  to  include  the  defendant's  acts  be- 
fore the  penalty  can  be  rightfully  imposed 
upon  him.    This  is  so  whether  the  proceed- 
ing under  which  it  is  imposed  be  deemed 
civil  or  criminal  in  its  character.    The  or- 
dinance forbids  the  construction  of  wooden 
buildings.    Is  repairing  or  remodeling  or  en- 
larging a  building  always  to  be  regarded, 
under  this  ordinance,  the  same  as  building 
it  in  the  first  instance!    Clearly  not,  or  the 
most   insignificant   change    in    a   structure 
would  subject  one  to  a  penalty.    On  the  oth- 
er hand,  if  four  or  five  stories  be  added  to 
a  one-story  building,  will  that  always  b« 
deemed  simply  repairing  or  enlarging  with- 
in the  ordinance?    Clearly  not.     It  is  diffi- 
cult, however,  to  state  what  facts,  so  far 
as  changes  in  buildings  are  concerned,  will 
constitute  a  violation  of  this  ordinance.  No 
fixed  rule  can  be  laid  down  stating  what  is 
to  be  deemed  a  "new  building"  or  a  "repair- 
ing."   There  are  no  definite  rules  laid  do«m 
ill   the   precedents  or   cases  on  this  point. 
The  nearest  that  has  been  found  is  in  State, 
Dclione,  Prosecutor,  t.  Long  Branch,  55  N. 
J.  L.  lOS,  25  Atl.  274,  a  case  based  on  a  city 
ordinance  similar  to  the  one  under  consid- 
eration.    In  that  case  the  court  approved 
the  rule  laid  down  in  Armstrong  ▼.  Wire, 
20  Pa.  519,  a  mechanics'  lien  case.     In  the 
Xew  Jersey  case  this  language  was  approved, 
from  Combs  v.  Lippincntt,  35  N.  J.  h.  48."): 
"While  it  must  be  admitted  that  a  building 
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may  be  greatly  changed  in  structure,  in 
the  niatcriaU  wliich  enter  into  it,  and  in 
its  internal  arrangements,  without  at  all 
losing  its  identity  or  ceasing  to  be  the  same 
building,  it  can  hardly  be  denied,  I  think, 
that  it  may  be  so  entirely  changed  in  plan, 
in  structure,  in  dimensions,  and  in  general 
appearance  as  to  become,  in  a  fair  sense  and 
according  to  the  common  understanding  of 
men,  another  building, — a  new  building." 
In  addition  to  this,  the  court  said,  in  State, 
Delione,  Prosecutor,  y.  Long  Branch,  supra: 
"Applying  tliis  rule  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  present  case,  I  think  the  judgment  of 
the  police  justice  may  be  justified  with  ref- 
erence to  the  main  building.  Considering 
the  change  in  the  position,  the  new  front, 
the  increased  width,  the  gi'eater  elevation, 
the  different  internal  arrangements  necessi- 
tated thereby,  and  tlie  gi-cat  alteration  in 
outward  appearance,  resulting  therefrom, 
the  structure  might,  according  to  common 
understanding,  in  conunon  parlance,  be 
called  'a  new  building.' "  Under  the  facts 
of  that  case,  the  changes  in  the  building 
were  much  greater  than  in  this  case,  and 
were  as  follows:  The  building  was  original- 
ly one  story  and  an  attic  in  height,  14  feet 
in  width  on  the  street,  and  24  feet  deep. 
This  was  changed  by  moving  the  building 
back  a  little,  by  taking  out  the  front  and 
putting  in  a  new  one,  by  extending  the  low- 
er story  7  feet  laterally  along  the  street, 
and  putting  on  a  full  second  story  in  place 
of  the  attic,  making  the  roof  3  or  4  feet 
higher  than  before,  and  extending  the  sec- 
ond story  about  10  feet  laterally  along  the 
street  and  projecting  about  3  feat  beyond 
the  lower   story. 

In  Landis's  Appeal,  10  Pa.  379,  the  court 
■aid  that  "in  the  common  understanding 
and  language  of  the  people,  when  we  speak 
of  the  erection  or  construction  of  a  house  or 
building,  we  mean  the  erection  of  a  new 
house  or  building,  and  not  the  repairing  of 
an  old  one."  In  Armstrong  v.  Ware,  supra, 
the  court  said:  "Where  the  structure  of  a 
building  is  so  completely  changed  that,  in 
common  parlance,  it  may  be  properly  called 
'a  new  building'  or  'a  rebuilding,'  it  comes 
within  the  lien  law."  In  Douglass  v.  Com. 
2  Kawle,  262,  the  court  laid  down  this  test, 
and  said :  "It  is  idle  to  answer  on  the 
blacksmith's  shop,  for  that  is  no  longer  ex- 
isting, but  has  been  enlarged,  altered,  and 
converted,  in  the  words  of  the  special  ver- 
dict, into  a  cabinet  warehouse  and  shop,  and 
forms,  within  the  purview  of  the  ordinance, 
a  new  wooden  building  erected  on  a  lot  or 
piece  of  ground  within  the  limits  of  this 
city."  In  Montgomery  v.  Louisville  &  N.  R. 
Co.  84  Ala.  127,  4  So.  020,  the  court  said,  in 
reference  to  a  violation  of  an  ordinance 
lilce  the  one  in  suit,  where  an  addition  at 
26  L.R.'V.(N.S.) 


the  end  of  the  railway  company's  depot,  30 
by  42  feet  and  24  feet  high,  was  erected: 
"Without  undertaking,  therefore,  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  structure  in  question  is 
a  wooden  structure,  we  are  satisfied  that 
the  extension  or  enlargement  of  the  com- 
plainant's brick  depot  building  in  the  man- 
ner described  does  not  fall  within  the  pro- 
hibitions of  the  ordinance.  .  .  .  What 
we  do  decide  is  that  the  ordinance  of  the 
city  which  has  been  enacted  on  this  sub- 
ject does  not  meet  the  case  in  hand."  In 
Tuttle  V.  State,  4  Conn.  08,  the  court  said: 
"Where  a  building  was  removed  and  ex- 
tensively repaired,  to  which  an  addition  was 
made  of  the  same  width,  height,  and  slope 
of  roof,  it  was  held  that  these  acts  did  not 
constitute  the  erection  of  a  building  within 
the  .  .  .  [ordinance]  to  secure  the  city 
of  New  Haven  from  damage  by  fire."  In 
Booth  V.  State,  4  Conn.  Co,  the  court  said: 
"That  a  former  building  was  extensively 
repaired  and  converted  to  a  new  use  is  not 
disputed;  but  whether  regard  be  had  to 
etymology,  or  the  popular  meaning  of  lan- 
guage, no  dwelling  house  was  built  or  erect- 
ed, and,  of  consequence,  no  law  has  been  con- 
travened." In  13  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d 
ed.  p.  398,  the  rule  is  laid  down  as  follows: 
"If  a  building  be  so  changed  in  plan,  struc- 
ture, dimensions,  and  general  app'earance 
that  it  might,  according  to  the  common  un- 
derstanding of  men,  be  called,  in  common 
parlance,  a  new  building,  then  it  may  be 
deemed  a  violation  of  the  ordinance  forbid- 
ding the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  within 
fire  limits." 

We  do  not  think  that  this  ordinance 
should  be  deemed  to  have  been  violated  if 
the  facts  show  only  a  violation  of  its  spirit, 
intent,  or  the  purpose  of  its  enactment, — to 
lessen  loss  by  fire.  It  is  true  that,  by  the 
changes  in  this  building,  more  combustible 
materials  were  added  to  tt  than  there  weie 
in  it  originally;  but  that  fact  should  not 
be  the  sole  test.  Its  provisions  or  terms 
must  be  violated  also,  and  before  the  penalty 
can  rightfully  be  imposed,  the  facts  must 
be  brought  within  the  terms  of  the  ordi- 
nance, or  within  terms  included  within  the 
terms  of  the  ordinance,  or  of  synonymous 
meaning.  If  the  facts  coiisliliite  a  rebuild- 
ing of  the  old  structure,  tlicu  the  ordinance  • 
is  violated ;  but  a  repairing  or  remodeling, 
without  clearly  or  substantially  changing 
the  character  or  appearance  of  the  struc- 
ture, is  not  a  violation  of  the  ordinance. 
The  words  'repairing"  and  "remodeling"  are 
not  synonymous  or  included  within  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "building."  This  con- 
struction is  in  harmony  with  our  statutes 
which  declare  that  words  in  statutes  are 
to  bo  understood  in  their  ordinary  sense,, 
and  words  in  informations  are  to  be  con- 
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strucd  according  to  tlicir  usual  acceptation 
in  common  language.  Sections  0601  and 
9854,  Rev.  Codes  1905.  It  is  not  enougli 
that,  through  a  strained  construction  of  the 
words  of  the  ordinance,  a  violation  of  its 
terms  can  be  predicated.  If  a  liberal  con- 
struction be  the  rule,  the  intendments  alone 
are  not  sufTicicnt  to  warrant  a  conviction. 
The  language  must  sustain  a  conviction, 
and,  if  it  does  not,  no  conviction  can  fol- 
low, however  glaringly  the  spirit  of  tlie  en- 
actment may  be  violated.  The  terms  of  the 
statute  cannot  be  extended  unreasonably, 
even  under  a  liberal  construction.  Suther- 
land, Stat.  Constr.  2d  ed.  §  590.  On  this 
point  the  following  rule  seems  to  state  the 
rule  correctly:  "A  distinction  must  be 
drawn  between  the  rules  applied  when  con- 
sidering whether  an  ordinance  as  enacted 
falls  within  the  terms  of  the  power  or  not, 
and  those  applied  in  determining  whether 
a  certain  act  complained  of  falls  within 
the  prohibition  of  an  ordinance;  tlie  rules 
in.  the  former  cose  being  much  more  lenient 
than  in  the  latter.  .  .  .  The  act  com- 
plained of  does  not  constitute  an  offense 
unless  it  falls  plainly  within  the  meaning 
of  the  words  used  by  the  legislative  body  in 
framing  the  ordinance.  Unless  some  pecu- 
liarity of  the  subject-matter  indicates  oth- 
erwise, the  words  used  must  be  taken  in 
their  ordinary  accepted  meaning;  but  the 
rule  of  strict  interpretation  is  not  violated 
by  permitting  the  words  of  the  ordinance 
to  have  their  full  meaning,  or  the  more  ex- 
tended of  two  meanings,  nor  by  giving  a 
reasonable  meaning  to  the  words  according 
to  the  intent  of  tlie  lawmaking  body,  dis- 
regarding captious  objections  and  even  the 
demands  of  an  exact  grammatical  proprie- 
ty." Orr  St,  Bcmis  on  Municipal  Police  Or- 
dinances, %  193. 

It  seems  clear  to  us  that  what  was  done 
in  changing  this  structure  cannot  be  said 
to  be  the  building  of  a  new  building  or 
structure  as  commonly  accepted,  although 
raised  in  height,  as  stated,  and  changed  by 
substituting  a  peaked  roof  for  the  skylight. 
See  also  Miller  v.  Ilershey,  60  Pa.  64,  and 
Driesbach  v.  Keller,  2  Pa.  St.  79.  There 
are  decisions  that  are.  contrary  to  our  con- 
clusions in  this  case;  but  these  cases  are 
in  the  minority,  and,  what  is  more  impor- 
tant, are  not  sustained  by  the  better  rea- 
son, in  our  judgment.  They  place  too  much 
reliance  on  the  spirit  of  such  ordinance, 
without  limiting  liability  thereunder  to  a 
reasonable  construction  of  the  language  of 
the  ordinance  as  it  should  be  and  is  com- 
monly understood. 

The  judgment  is  reversed,  and  the  action 
dismissca. 

All  concur. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
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TOWN  OF  SENECA,  Appt., 

V. 

O.  B.  COOHRAN,  Respt. 
(—  S.  C.  — ,  66  S.  E.  288.) 

ftfnnlclpal    corporation  —  Are   limita   •- 
repairs  —  construction  of  ordinance. 

1.  A  municipal  ordinance  requiring  all  re- 
pairs to  roofs  within  the  fire  limits  to  be  of 
noninflamniable  material  does  not  prohibit 
the  replacing  of  a  few  wooden  shingles  with 
new  ones  of  the  same  material,  since  the 
fire  risk  is  not  thereby  materially  increased. 
Same  —  property    rights  —  nnconstlta- 

tional  Interference. 

2.  An  attempt  by  a  municipal  corpora- 
tion to  forbid  the  replacing  of  a  few  wooden 
shingles  on  a  roof  within  the  Are  limits 
with  others  of  the  same  material,  which 
cannot  materially  affect  the  fire  risk,  is  an 
unennetitutional  interference  with  property 
rights. 

(November  26,  1909.) 


Note.  —  What  conatltutea  repair,  recon^ 
strucUon,  alteration,  etc.,  of  huilAing 
within  fire-limit  statute  or  ordinance. 

This  note  is  made  in  connection  with  that 
appended  to  May vi  lie  v.  Rosing,  ante,  120, 
treating  the  kindred  question  whether  re- 
modeling, reconstructing,  or  augmenting  a 
building  is  a  construction  or  erection  with- 
in the  flre-limit  laws. 

Tlie  question  here  considered  is  what  the 
word  "repairs,"  or  its  synonym  or  sub- 
stitute, embraces.  Some  acts  expressly 
state  the  limitations  of  their  oi)eration,  and 
under  such  acts  the  question  of  interpreta- 
tion here  considered  seldom  arises.  For 
instance,  some  ordinances  expressly  forbid 
the  making  of  repairs  above  a  certain  sum. 
First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Sarlls,  129  Ind.  201,  13 
L.R.A.  481,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  185,  23  N.  E. 
434. 

Or  above  a  certain  percentage  of  the 
value  of  the  building.  Ironside  v.  Vinita, 
6  Ind.  Terr.  483,  98  S.  W.  167;  Ex  parte 
Cain,  66  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  638,  120  S.  W. 
999. 

And  sometimes  it  is  expressly  provided 
that  no  person  shall  repair  any  wooden 
building  partially  destroyed  by  Are.  Brady 
V.  North  Western  Ins.  Co.  11  Mich.  425. 

Or  one-half  destroyed  by  fire.  Roanoke 
V.  Boiling,  101  Va.  182,  48  8.  E.  843. 

Or  that  no  person  shall  raise,  enlarge,  or 
build  upon  a  building,  aa  in  Fire  Depart- 
ment V.  Buhler,  36  N.  Y.  177,  33  How.  Pr 
378,  where  it  seems  to  have  been  taken 
for  granted  that  raising  of  the  roof  of  a 
building  was  forbidden. 

There  arc,  however,  some  cases  that  ip- 
volvn  acts  forbidding  repairs,  alterations, 
or  tlie  like  in  general  terms,  and  those  cases 
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APPEAL  by  the  Town  of  Seneca  from  a 
judgment  of  the  General  Sessions  Cir- 
cuit Court  for  Oconee  County  reversing  a 
judgment  of  the  Mayor's  Court  convicting 
defendant  of  violating  a  fire-limit  ordinance. 
Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  E.  Ii.  Hcrndon,  for  appellant: 

The  repair  of  buildings  with  inflammable 
material  within  the  fire  limits  may  be  pro- 
hibited. 

First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Sarlls,  129  Ind.  201,  13 
L.R.A.  484,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  18.5,  28  N.  £. 
434;  Montgomery  t.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co. 
84  Ala.  127,  4  So.  626 ;  King  v.  Davenport, 
rS  111.  305,  38  Am.  Rep.  89;  Baumgartner  v. 
Hasty,  100  Ind.  680,  60  Am.  Rep.  830;  1 
Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  §  405;  Monroe  v.  Hoffman, 
29  La.  Ann.  651,  29  Am.  Rep.  315;  Wood, 
Nuisances,  §  741;  Charleston  v.  °Reed,  27 
W.  Va.  081,  65  Am.  Rep.  336;  Wadleigh  v. 
Gilman,  12  Me.  403,  28  Am.  Dec.  188; 
Salem  v.  Maynes,  123  Mass.  372;  Troy  v. 


Winters,  4  Thomp.  &  C.  256;  Hine  v.  New 
Haven,  40  Conn.  478;  Alexander  v.  Green- 
ville, 54  Miss.  050;  Hasty  v.  Huntington, 
105  Ind.  542,  5  N.  E.  559;  McKibbin  v. 
Ft.  Smith,  35  Ark.  352;  Klingler  v.  Biokel, 
117  Pa.  326,  11  Atl.  555. 

The  question  of  the  reasonableness  or  un- 
reasonableness of  an  ordinance  which  is  not 
violative  of  some  statutory  or  constitutional 
provision  is  not  a  question  for  the  courts, 
and  especially  is  this  so  where  express  au- 
thority has  been  conferred,  by  a  valid  act 
of  the  legislature,  upon  the  municipality  to 
pass  such  an  ordinance. 

Darlington  v.  Ward,  48  S.  C.  583,  38 
L.R.A.  326,  26  S.  E.  906;  Brown  v.  Tharpe, 
74  S.  C.  209,  54  S.  E  363 ;  Belling  v.  Evans- 
ville,  144  Ind.  644,  35  L.R.A.  272,  42  N.  E. 
G21;  Skaggs  v.  Martinsville,  140  Ind.  476, 
33  L.R.A.  781,  49  Am.  St.  Rep.  209,  39  N.  E. 
241;  A  Coal  Float  v.  Jefferson vi  lie,  112  Ind. 
15,  13  N.  E.  115;  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  §§  315, 
319;  Knoxville  v.  Bird,  12  Lea.  121,  47  Am. 


present  the  question  outlined  in  the  fore- 
going title. 

.Affixing  to  a  brick  building  a  two-story 
addition  with  a  wood  frame  covered  with 
corrugated  iron  is  not  repairing  with  wood 
the  roof  of  a  building,  or  enlarging  a  wood- 
en building,  within  the  provisions  of  a  fire- 
limit  stntutp.  Moutgnmerv  v.  Louisville 
&  X.  R.  Co.  64  Ala.  127,  4  So.  626. 

And  an  ordinance  forbidding  the  repair 
of  any  building,  with  materials  or  in  a 
manner  that  would  make  it  more  suscepti- 
ble to  fire,  does  not  embrace  the  alteration 
of  a  straight  glass  front  of  a  store  so  as 
to  make  an  alcove  or  vestibule  entrance, 
and  the  change  of  a  side  composed  of  doors, 
windows,  and  frame  siding  to  solidly 
framed  plate  glass.  O'Brien  v.  Louer,  158 
Ind.  211,  61  N.  E.  1004. 

And  a  rection  of  a  city  charter  empower- 
ing the  council  to  prevent  the  reconstruc- 
tion in  wood  of  old  buildings  within  cer- 
tain limits  does  not  authorize  the  passage 
of  an  ordinance  forbidding  the  repairing 
of  a  roof  otherwise  than  by  the  use  of  non- 
cnrobustible  materials.  State  v.  Schuch- 
ardt,  42  La.  Ann.  .49,  7  So.  67. 

.\nd  the  replacing  of  doors  and  windows, 
changing  of  an  inside  partition,  papering 
of  an  inside  wall,  changing  electric  lights, 
and  painting  the  outside  of  the  building, 
arc  Pot  such  alterations,  changes  or  repairs 
as  are  restricted  bv  a  city  ordinance.  Har- 
vey V.  Elkins,  65  W.  Va.  305,  64  S.  E.  247. 

An  ordinance  forbidding  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  a  building  except  of  noncombustiblc 
material  is  not  violated  by  the  owner  of  a 
wooden  building  who  causes  it  to  be  raised 
214  feet,  and  new  sills  to  be  put  under  it, 
and  affixes  a  new  front  of  galvanized  iron, 
a  ceiling  and  wainscoting  of  steel,  and  a 
roof  of  slate,  where  its  dimensions  are  not 
altered  except  as  to  height.  Contas  v. 
Bradford,  206  Pa.  291,  55  Atl.  989. 

There  is  a  completion  of  the  restoration 
20  LJUA.(N.S.) 


of  a  building,  and  not  an  erection  of  an  ad- 
dition to  a  wooden  building  within  a  re- 
strictive ordinance,  where  the  owner  three 
months  after  having  restored  one  part  of  a 
double  building,  M'hich  was  largely  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  restored  the  otiier'  part, 
which  was  almost  entirely  destroyed. 
Stamford  v.  Studwell,  60  Conn.  85,  21  AtL 
101. 

And  the  erection  of  a  wooden  addition  to 
a  building,  and  the  construction  of  a  chim- 
ney in  the  original  building,  do  not  violate 
a  statute  forbidding  the  erection  of  addi- 
tions having  chimneys  in  them.  Daggett 
V.  State,  4  Conn.  60,  10  Am.  Dec.  100. 

Although  a  statute  forbidding  the  erec- 
tion of  a  wooden  building,  or  of  wooden  ad- 
ditions to  buildings,  within  certain  limits,  is 
not  violated  by  one  who  moves  an  eld  build- 
ing to  a  lot,  and  there  underpins  it,  finishes 
anew  the  outward  sides  as  well  as  the  inside, 
and  repairs  the  roof,  a  conviction  for  vio- 
lating the  statute  will  be  sustained  where 
he  also  erects  thereto  an  addition  consist- 
ing of  a  wooden  frame  covered  by  a  wall  of 
brick  and  mortar.  Tuttle  v.  State,  4  Conn. 
68. 

And  the  owner  of  a  hotel  cannot  remove 
its  slanting  roof,  raise  the  walls,  and  place 
thereon  a  fl.it  roof  whose  height  is  less  than 
the  ridgepole  of  the  original  roof,  without 
coming  within  the  operation  of  an  act  pro- 
viding that  every  building  enlarged  as  a 
hotel  shall  be  a  first-class  building.  Mur- 
dock  V.  Swasey,  183  Mass.  573,  67  N.  E. 
671. 

An  ordinance  forbidding  the  alteration  or 
repair  of  wooden  buildings  within  the  fire 
limits,  although  possibly  unreasonable  if 
construed  to  embrace  slight  repairs,  is  not 
unreasonable  as  applied  to  the  affixing  of  a 
new  roof  and  other  portions  to  the  value 
of  $490,  to  a  partially  burned  building 
whose  original  cost  w.as  about  $2,000.  State 
V,  Johnson,  114  N.  C  846,  19  S.  V   599, 
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Rep.  330;  Olympia  t.  JIann,  1  Wash.  389, 
12  L.R.A.  153,  25  Pac.  337. 

The  ordinance  is  constitutional. 

Fellows  V.  Charleston,  02  W.  Va.  665,  13 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  741,  125  Am.  St  Rep.  900, 
59  S.  E.  623,  13  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1185; 
Wilson  V.  Eureka  City,  173  U.  S.  32,  43  L. 
ed.  603,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  317;  Ex  parte 
Fiske,  72  Cal.  125,  13  Pac.  310;  Mugler  v. 
Kansas,  123  U.  S.  605,  31  L.  ed.  211,  8 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  273;  State  v.  Broadbelt,  8'J 
Md.  505,  45  L.R.A.  435,  73  Am.  St.  Rep.  201, 
43  Atl.  771. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Earle  for  respondent. 

Woods,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

The  town  council  of  the  town  of  Seneca 
passed  the  following  ordinance  on  2d  April, 
1908: 

"Section  1.  That  the  fire  limits  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  established  in  the  town  of 
Seneca  on  lots  nuniliered  1  to  46  inclusive. 

"Sec.  2.  That  within  said  limits  no  new 
house  shall  hereafter  be  built  of  wooden  ma- 
terial; nor  additions,  rooms,  porches,  or 
piazzas,  nor  additions  of  any  kind,  shall  be 
built  of  wood  to  any  house  now  standing 
within  said  tire  limits.  That  all  repairs  to 
the  roof  of  any  building  within  the  said  fire 
limits  shall  be  with  slate,  tin,  metal,  zinc, 
or  gravel,  or  some  other  noninflammable  ma- 
terial 

"Sec.  3.  That  all  buildings  hereafter  erect- 
ed within  said  flre  limits  shall  be  of  brick, 
stone,  or  cement,  and  covered  with  slate,  tin, 
metal,  zinc,  gravel,  or'  some  other  nonin- 
flammable material. 

"Sec.  4.  That  all  applications  for  building 
permits  within  said  fire  limits  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  town  council  for  its  approval 
for  any  such  buildings  within  said  fire  limits, 
before  such  buildings  or  repairs  shall  be  be- 
gun. 

"Sec.  S.  Any  person  violating  any  section 
of  this  ordinance  shall  be  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor, and  upon  conviction  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  a  line  or  imprisonment  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  mayor  or  alderman  within  the 
limits  of  his  or  its  authority." 

This  ordinance  was  passed  under  the  au- 
thority conferred  by  §  1957,  Civil  Code  1902, 
which  provides:  "Hereafter,  the  town  coun- 
cil of  every  town  in  this  state  between  500 
and  1,000  inhabitants  shall  have  the  power 
and  authority  to  equip  and  control  a  fire 
department  for  the  protection  of  said  town, 
in  such  way  as  they  may  deem  necessary, 
and  by  ordinance  to  establish  flre  limits, 
and  provide  for  building  permits  in  said 
town,  and  to  prescribe  and  designate  the 
kind  and  character  of  material  to  be  used 
in  erecting  and  repairing  building  or  struc- 
tures within  and  upon  that  portion  of  said 
26  L.E.A.(N.S.) 


town  included  witliin  such  fire  limits."  The 
defendant  was  tried  before  the  mayor  and  a 
jury  on  the  charge  of  violating  the  ordin- 
ance "by  repairing  a  roof  inside  the  firo 
limits  with  inflammable  material,  and  with- 
out having  a  permit  to  do  such  repairs."  He 
was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of 
$30,  or  work  on  the  streets  for  thirty  days. 
On  appeal  the  circuit  court  reversed  the 
judgment,  and  the  town  of  Seneca  appeals 
to  this  court. 

Two  questions  were  argued.  First,  Did 
the  work  which  the  defendant  had  done  on 
his  roof  fall  within  the  ordinance,  and,  sec- 
ond, if  it  did,  was  the  ordinance  constitu- 
tional f  We  think  the  first  question  must  be 
answered  in  the  negative,  and  that  is,  of 
course,  conclusive  of  the  case.  The  circuit 
decree  contains  the  following  findings  of  fact 
supported  by  evidence,  and  therefore  not 
subject  to  review:  "It  appears  from  the 
testimony  that  the  defendant  desired  to  stop 
some  leaks  in  the  roof  of  his  building,  and 
applied  to  the  municipal  authorities  for  a 
permit,  but  they  refused  the  permit  unless 
nnncombustible  material  was  used.  The 
building  was  already  covered  with  wooden 
shingles.  Thereafter,  the  defendant  pro- 
ceeded to  stop  the  leaks,  and  used  wooden 
shingles.  It  appears  from  the  testimony 
that  this  was  all  the  work  done  on  the 
building.  It  further  appears  that  the  work 
done  would  not  increase  tht?  flre  risk,  but 
on  the  contrary  woiild  diminish  it."  The 
presumption  is  that  the  town  council  of 
Seneca  intended  to  pass  an  ordinance  con- 
sistent with  constitutional  right  of  property 
owners,  and  reasonable  and  fair,  rather  than 
oppressive,  in  its  operation.  The  purpose 
of  the  ordinance  was  to  prevent  destruc- 
tion of  property  by  fire,  as  far  as  that  could 
be  accomplished  without  interfering  with 
the  reasonable  enjoyment  of  the  property  to 
which  its  provisions  applied.  It  is  true  that 
the  portion  of  the  ordinance  which  we  have 
italicized,  as  that  mainly  involved,  is  broad 
in  its  terms;  but,  bearing  in  mind  the  pur- 
pose in  view,  the  words  "all  repairs"  should 
be  limited  to  mean  such  repairs  as  affect  the 
fire  risk.  The  substitution  of  a  few  new 
wooden  shingles  for  a  like  number  of  old 
ones,  in  order  to  stop  leaks,  could  not  af- 
fect materially  the  flre  risk;  and  the  words 
of  the  ordinance  should  not  be  given  a  con- 
struction so  narrow  as  to  cover  such  sub- 
stitution. But  if  the  section  of  the  ordi- 
nance relating  to  the  repair  of  the  roofs  was 
meant  to  forbid  the  use  of  a  few  new  shin- 
gles to  replace  old  ones,  in  order  to  stop 
leaks,  it  would  be  unconstitutional,  in  that 
it  would  be  an  attempt  to  control  the  use  and 
enjoyment  of  private  property  to  an  extent 
not  necessary  to  the  public  welfare. — not 
reasonably  appropriate  to  the  protection  of 
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property  from  destruction  by  fire.  Brunson 
T.  Youmans,  76  S.  C.  128,  5(5  S.  E.  051; 
Kirk  V.  VVyman,  83  S.  C.  372,  23  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  1188,  66  S.  E..387.  The  argument 
that  under  this  conclusion  a  property  owner 
could  evade  the  ordinance,  and  completely 
rebuild  a  wooden  roof  by  gradually  substi- 
tuting new  shingles,  is  not  sound.  Upon 
proof  of  such  method  of  evasion  the  case 
would  clearly  fall  under  the  ordinance,  and 
tlie  offender  could  claim  no  protection  under 
the  Constitution. 

The  judgment  Of  this  court  is  that  the 
judgment  of  tlie  circuit  court  be  affirmed. 


VNITED     ST.4.TES    CIRCUIT     COURT 
OF  APPEALS,  FOURTH  CIRCUIT. 

JOtIN    PATTON   et    al.,    Impleaded,   etc., 
Appts., 

V. 

T.  M ARCELLUS  MARSHALL. 

(07  C.  C.  A.  610,  173  Fed.  350.) 

Pleading  -~  cross  bill  .—  supplying  par- 
ties. 

1.  The  omission  of  necessary  parties  from 
a  bill  in  equity  cannot  be  supplied  by  the 
filing  of  a  cross  bill. 

Eqnity  —  cross  bill  —  collateral  con- 
troversy. 

2.  Defendant  in  a  suit  to  compel  specific 
performance  of  a  contract  to  convey  real 


estate  cannot  by  cross  bill  bring  in  the 
brokers  who  effected  the  contract,  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  the  compensation  to 
which  thoy  ore  entitled. 

Same  —  Federal  Jurisdiction  ^  diverse 
citizenship. 

3.  If  a  cross  bill  in  .a  suit  in  a  Federal 
court  assumes  the  character  of  an  original 
bill,  jurisdiction  of  which  depends  upon  di- 
verse citizenship  of  the  parties,  it  will  be 
dismissed  if  such  element  is  wanting. 
Courts  —  restraining  suit  In  state  court. 

4.  The  Federal  court  has  no  jurisdiction 
by  reason  of  U.  S.  Rev.  Stat.  §  720,  U.  S. 
Comp.  Stat.  11)01,  p.  581,  to  enjoin  prosecu- 
tion of  an  action  in  a  state  court  by  brokers 
to  recover  compensation  for  effecting  a  sale 
of  real  estate,  which  has  proceeded  to  issue 
before  the  suit  in  the  Federal  court  is  in- 
stituted. 

(July  13,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  Patton  et  al.  from 
an  order  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Northern  District  of 
West  Virginia  overruling  the  demurrer  to  a 
cross  bill  praying  that  Patton  et  al.  be  made 
defendants  in  an  action  brought  to  compel 
specific  performance  of  a  contract  to  convey 
certain  coal  lands,  and  enjoining  them  from 
proceeding  in  an  action  brought  in  a  state 
court  to  recover  commissions  for  the  sale  of 
such  lands.    Reversed. 

Statement  by  Boyd,  District  Judge: 
On  the  2d  of  October,  1901,  T.  Marcellug 
Marshall,  residing  in  the  state  of  West  Vir- 


Note.  —  Use     of     croaa     Mil     or    cross 
comiJlaiiit  to  bring  in  new  parties. 

Cross  bilL 

There  is  considerable  conflict  among  the 
decisions  as  to  the  propriety  of  bringing  in 
new  parties  by  cross  bill.  The  principal 
authority  for  the  rule  adopted  in  Patton 
V.  Marshall  and  other  casss  holding  that 
new  parties  may  not  be  added  by  cross  bill 
is  a  dictum  of  Curtis,  J.,  in  Shields  v.  Bar- 
row, 17  How.  130.  15  L.  ed.  158,  as  follows: 
"New  parties  cannot  be  introduced  into  a 
cause  by  a  cross  bill.  If  the  plaintiff  de- 
sires to  make  new  parties,  he  amends  his 
bill,  and  makes  them.  If  the  interest  of 
the  defendant  requires  their  presence,  he 
takes  the  objection  of  nonjoinder,  and  the 
complainant  is  forced  to  amend,  or  his  bill 
is  dismissed.  If  at  the  hearing  the  court 
finds  that  an  indispensable  party  is  not  on 
the  record,  it  refuses  to  proceed.  These 
remedien  cover  the  whole  subject,  and  a 
cross  bill  to  make  new  parties  is  not  only 
improper  and  irregular,  but  wholly  un- 
necessary." 

This  rule  has  been  adopted  in  the  follow- 
ing cases:  Newton  v.  Gagp,  155  Fed.  598; 
Bunel  v.  O'Day,  125  Fed.  303;  Tblrston  v. 
Bi^  Stone  Gap  Improv.  Co.  80  Fed.  484: 
Bishop  V.  Miller,  48  Mies.  3C4;  Shaw  v. 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Millsaps,  50  Miss.  380;  Wright  v.  Frank, 
CI  Miss.  32;  Richman  v.  Donnell,  53  N.  J. 
Eq.  32,  30  Atl.  533 ;  Perea  v.  Harrison,  7  N. 
M.  666,  41  Pac.  520 ;  Oswald  v.  Givens,  Rich. 
Eq.  Cas.  326;  Cobb  v.  Baxter,  1  Tenn.  Ch. 
405. 

In  Derbyshire  v.  Jones,  94  Va.  140,  26  S. 
E.  416,  the  covt'c  said  that  new  parties 
could  not  be  brought  in  by  cross  bill,  ex- 
cept, possibly,  where  it  appears  they  arg 
necessary  to  a  complete  defense,  or  that  a 
controversy  between  defendants  may  be 
settled. 

In  Ladner  v.  Ogden,  31  Miss.  332,  it  was 
held  that  new  parties  could  not  be  brought 
in  by  a  cross  bill,  though  the  statute  en- 
abled the  defendant  to  make  his  answer  a 
cross  bill  without  service  of  process  on  the 
defendants  to  the  cross  bill,  "unless  new 
parties  be  introduced;"  the  latter  clause 
was  held  to  refer  only  to  defendants  in  the 
original  bill  who  are  made  parties  to  the 
cross  bill. 

In  Kennedy  v.  Kennedy,  66  111.  190.  it 
was  held  improper  to  bring  in  by  cross  bill 
a  new  party  who  had  no  interest  in  the 
subject  of  the  litigation,  which  was  a  pro- 
ceeding to  contest  a  will,  the  new  party  be- 
ing merelv  a  debtor  to  the  estate. 

In  Maries  v.  Aubry,  2  A.  K.  Marsh.  206, 
it  was  held  that  one  who  claimed  to  be  a 
purchaser  without  notice  could  not,  by  cross 
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ginia,   entered   into   a   contract  with  John 
FattoB  and  T.  L.  Evans  as  follows: 

I  hereby  authorize  John  Patton  and  T.  L. 
Evans,  of  Harrison  county,  West  Virginia, 
to  act  aa  my  agents  in  selling  something 
like  two  or  two  and  one-half  thousand  acres 
of  land  containing  coal  of  the  Pittsburg  vein 
of  coal  that  I  own  or  control.  I  agree  to 
make  deeds  of  general  warranty  of  perfect 
title  for  all  lands  as  soon  as  the  money  shall 
be  paid  to  me,  or  deposited  to  my  order  in 
some  bank  specified  by  me,  to  be  held  by  it 
in  escrow  during  the  reasonable  and  neces- 
sary time  for  me  to  execute  said  deeds,  and 
for  the  grantees  to  examine  them  and  the 
claim  of  title  back  of  them.  I  retain  all 
rights  and  discretion  in  the  matter,  and 
said  Evans  and  Patton  are  merely  employed 
by  me  to  carry  out  my  directions  in  the 
matter.  T.  Marcellus  Marshall. 

Glenville,  W.  Va.,  Oct  2,  1901. 

I  accept  the  above  agency. 
John  Patton  and  T.  L.  Evans. 

The  said  Marshall  at  the  time  was  the 
owner,  in  his  own  right,  of  a  considerable 
quantity  of  coal  lands,  and  also  had  con- 


trol of  other  lands  as  administrator  with 
the  will  annexed  of  Robert  R.  Marshall,  de- 
ceased. Acting  upon  the  authority  con- 
ferred as  above,  Patton  and  Evans  entered 
into  a  contract  with  E.  D.  Fulton  on  the 
25th  of  October,  1901,  from  which,  in  order 
to  show  the  character  of  the  gale,  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  therein  is  here  copied: 
"That  the  parties  of  the  first  part  do  here- 
by sell  to  the  party  of  the  second  part  all 
of  the  coal  linown  as  the  Pittsburg  vein  upon 
and  underlying  the  farm  or  tracts  of  land 
owned  by  T.  M.  Marshall,  and  also  all  of 
the  coal  of  the  vein  aforesaid  controlled  by 
said  T.  M.  Marshall  as  executor  of  the  last 
will  of  R.  B.  Marshall,  deceased,  situate  in 
the  counties  of  Gilmer  and  Braxton,  in  the 
state  of  West  Virginia,  on  the  waters  of  the 
Little  Kanawha  river.  Sliding  run,  Long 
run,  Joe's  run.  Heater's  fork,  Dusk  Camp, 
Copen's  run,  and  other  tributaries  of  the 
said  river,  containing  from  2,000  to  2,500 
acres,  more  or  less,  of  surface,  at  the  price 
of  $35  per  acre  for  coal;  no  allowance  be- 
ing made  for  outcrops,  but  saving  and  ex- 
cepting therefrom  all  veins  or  strata  of  coal 
other  than  that  usually  called  the  Pittsburg 
vein.  This  sale  is  understood  to  include  all 
the  coal,  subject  to  the  exceptions  herein- 
before stated,  which  the  executor   (who  is 


.bill,  come  into  an  action  against  heirs  for 
a  specific  performance  of  a  contract  by  an 
ancestor  to  convey. 

In  Pollard  v.  Wellford,  99  Tenn.  113,  42 
S.  W.  23,  it  was  held  that,  while  a  new 
party  may  be  brouglit  in  if  necessary  to  a 
complete  determination  of  the  suit,  a  bank 
sued  by  a  depositor  for  money  paid  on 
forged  checks  cannot  bring  in  another  bank 
by  cross  bill,  on  the  ground  that  the  latter 
paid  the  check  and  was  paid  by  defendant 
through  the  clearing  house. 

In  Hall  V.  Fowlkes,  9  Heisk.  745,  and 
Masson  v.  Anderson,  3  Baxt.  200,  it  was 
held  that,  under  the  wording  of  a  statute 
permitting  defendant  to  file  an  answer  as 
a  cross  bill,  it  could  only  be  filed  against 
complainant. 

But  in  Odom  v.  Owen,  2  Baxt.  446,  where 
answer  was  made  without  objection  to  such 
an  answer  filed  as  a  cross  bill,  the  court 
held  it  could  treat  it  as  an  original  bill 
somewhat  in  the  nature  of  a  cross  bill,  and 
settle  the  rights  of  all  the  parties  as  pre- 
sented by  the  pleadings.  * 

In  McMullen  v.  Eagon,  21  W.  Va.  233,  the 
court  held  that,  while  it  was  not  proper  to 
bring  in  new  parties  by  a  cross  bill,  if  it 
was  done  without  objection,  and  the  plain- 
tiff treated  the  new  party  as  a  party 
throughout  the  trial,  he  could  not  allege 
on  appeal  that  he  was  not  a  proper  party. 

In  Walker  v.  Brungard,  13  Sniedcs  &  M. 
723,  in  which  new  parties  were  brought  in 
by  cross  bill,  without  objection,  the  clinncel- 
lor  said  that,  if  it  had  been  excepted  to, 
he  would  have  excluded  the  matters  relat- 
ing to  such  new  parties, 
28  L.R.A,(N.S.) 


And  in  Payne  v.  Cowan,  Sraedes  &  M.  Ch. 
26,  it  was  held  that,  while  persons  who  are 
not  original  defendants  have  no  right  to 
file  a  cross  bill,  when  they  do  so  and  plain- 
tiflf  answers  it,  it  will  not  be  dismissed  be- 
fore final  hearing;  but  as  to  whether  relief 
will  be  given  on  it  was  not  decided. 

But  the  'courts  have  frequently  taken  a 
different  view  of  the  question,  and  have  held 
that  the  following  persons  were  properly 
made  parties  to  a  suit  by  cross  bill: 

— one  to  whom  it  is  claimed  complainant 
had  fraudulently  conveyed  land  to  defraud 
creditors,  and  without  whom  the  relief 
prayed  for  in  the  cross  bill  could  not  be 
fully  given.  Ilildebrand  v.  Bsaalcy,  7 
Heisk.  121; 

— persons  who  were  interested  in  the 
subject-matter  of  the  original  suit,  and 
might  have  been  joined  as  plaintiffs.  Bunce 
V.  Bunce,  59  Iowa,  633,  13  N.  \V.  705 ; 

— a  creditor  not  made  a  party  to  a  con- 
test among  other  creditors.  Coster  v.  Bank 
of  Georgia,  24  Ala.  37 ; 

— new  members  of  a  partnership  who 
have  become  liable  for  the  debt  of  defend- 
ants who  had  withdrawn  from  the  firm. 
Resor  v.  McKenzie,  2  Disney  (Ohio)   210; 

—other  purchasers  of  a  tract  of  land 
under  a  petition  to  quiet  title  against  the 
owner  of  an  undivided  one-fourth  interest, 
by  one  of  the  purchasers  under  a  judgment 
against  the  owner  of  the  undivided  three 
fourths.  Loughridge  v.  Cawood,  97  Ky. 
533,  31  S.  VV.  125; 

— a  creditor  of  the  estate  in  an  action  by 
a  creditor  against  an  e:cecutor,  McMiUwi 
v,  Toombs,  74  Ga.  535; 
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undrrstood  to  be  the  said  T.  M.  Marshall)  is 
entitled  to  sell  and  convey  under  the  provi- 
uons  of  the  will  of  the  said  Robert  R.  Mar- 
■liall,  deceased,  and  also  all  of  the  coal 
owned  by  the  said  T.  M.  Marshall,  in  con- 
sideration whereof  the  party  of  the  second 
part  agrees  and  binds  himself  to  pay  the 
purchase  money  of  $35  per  acre,  as  follows, 
to  wit." 

The  terms  of  the  sale  were  $2,000  in  cash, 
which  Fulton  paid  to  Marshall,  $5,000  addi- 
tional within  thirty  days,  which  Fulton  also 
paid,  and  a  sum  sufficient  to  make  up  one 
third  of  the  whole  purchase  price  within 
ninety  days  from  the  date  of  the  sale.  Mar- 
shall  agreed  to  pay  Patton  and  Evans 
$2.50  per  acre  for  the  services  they 
were  to  render  in  making  the  sale  of 
the  lands  above  described.  Mnrshall  at 
first  demurred  to  the  contract  which 
his  agents,  Patton  and  Evans,  had  made 
uith  Fulton,  but  afterwards  ratified  it,  and 
accepted  the  cash  payments,  and  Fulton 
then  made  a  deposit  in  bank  of  the  sum  of 
tl6..500  to  ilarshall's  credit,  which  was  in- 
tended to  cover  the  one-third  payment  re- 
quired by  the  contract.  Afterwards,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  record,  a  disagreement  arose 
between  Marshall  and  Fulton  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  contract,  Marshall  insist- 


ing that  he  was  to  have  pay  for  the  land 
contracted  to  be  sold  according  to  the  ac- 
tual surface  area  of  each  of  the  tracts,  to 
be  computed  from  the  horizontal  measure- 
ment of  the  exterior  boundaries,  without  ref- 
erence to  the  actual  coal  area  of  the  said 
tracts,  and  that,  whilst  Fulton  had  bought 
upon  these  terms,  the  contract  was  only  to 
convey  to  him  the  actual  Pittsburg  vein  or 
stratum  of  coal  underlying  the  said  tracts. 
On  the  other  hand,  Fulton  contended  that 
he  was  not  to  pay  per  acre  for  surface  meas- 
urement, but  only  for  the  quantity  actually 
underlaid  by  the  kind  of  coal  prescribed  in 
the  contract.  Marshall  refused  to  execute 
deed  to  Fulton  upon  the  terms  claimed  by 
the  latter,  and  thereupon  Fulton  filed  his 
bill  on  the  equity  side  of  the  docket  in  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
northern  district  of  West  Virginia,  to  com- 
pel specific  performance  of  the  contract  of 
sale  made  with  him  by  Marshall,  through 
his  agents,  Patton  and  Evans,  on  the  25tb 
day  of  October,  1901. 

Fulton's  bill  was  filed  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1903,  and  he  named  as  defendant  in 
his  suit  T.  MarcelluB  Marshall,  in  his  own 
right  and  as  administrator  with  will  an- 
nexed of  Robert  R.  Marshall,  deceased.  By 
leave  of  the  court  Fulton  filed  in  his  cause 


— a  purchaser  pendente  lite  from  an 
iiriginal  party.  Whitbeck  t.  Edgar,  2  Barb. 
fh.  106; 

— a  purchaser  pendente  lite  under  a 
jKuver  of  sale  in  a  prior  mortgage,  the 
cross  bill  being  filed  by  a  junior  mortgagee 
who  was  made  defendant  in  the  original 
tnrerlosure  suit.  Hurd  v.  Case,  32  III.  45, 
8.3  Am.  Dec.  240; 

— personal  representatives  of  a  deceassd 
complainant.  Brown  v.  Story,  2  Paige, 
J94; 

— the  purchaser  on  foreclosure  by  default 
of  a  mortgage,  when  the  mortgagor,  a  non- 
resident, obtains  leave  to  answer.  Scott  v. 
^Iiliiken,  60  III.  108. 

.\  number  of  courts  have  adopted  the  rule 
that,  when  affirmative  relief  is  sought  by  a 
rro^s  bill,  new  parties  who  are  necessary  to 
that  relief,  or  to  a  complete  determination 
of  the  questions  raised,  mav  be  brought  in. 
Krandon  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Prime,*14  Blatchf.  371, 
led.  Cas.  No.  1,810;  Mercantile  Trust  Co. 
T.  .Atlantic  t  P.  R.  Co.  70  Fed.  518;  Ulman 
V.  laeger.  155  Fed.  1011;  Price  v.  Stratton, 
4.)  Fla.  535,  33  So.  644;  Indian  River  Mfg. 
Co.  v.  Wooten,  48  Fla.  271,  37  So.  731; 
Oreen  v.  Stone,  54  N.  .1.  Eq.  387,  55  Am. 
!>t.  Rep.  577,  34  Atl.  1099;  Haberman  v. 
Kaufer.  60  X.  J.  Eq.  271,  47  Atl.  48; 
Kanawha  Lodge  v.  Swann,  37  W.  Va.  170, 
16  ,s.  E.  462;  Martin  v.  Kester,  46  W.  Va. 
*i»,  33  S.  E.  238. 

•Vnd  the  rule  that  new  parties  may  be 
brought  in  -by  cross  bill  is  further  sup- 
ported by  the  following  cases: 

— McComb  V.  Chicago,  St.  L.  &  N.  O.  R. 
Co.  19  Blatchf.  69,  7  Fed.  420,  in  which  tho 
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court  says  that,  while  it  is  proper  to  bring 
;n  new  parties  by  cross  bill,  an  officer  of 
a  corporation  cannot  be  brought  in  for  the 
purpose  of  discovery,  where  he  did  not  de- 
rive his  information  in  his  official  capacity; 

— Jones  V.  Smith,  14  III.  229,  holding  that 
defendant  may  file  a  cross  bill  stating  new 
facts  connected  with  the  subject-matter  of 
the  original  suit,  and  bring  in  new  parties 
who  are  aflfected  by  those  facts; 

—Hall  V.  Davis,  44  111.  404,  holding  that, 
while  a  person  not  a  party  cannot  have  a 
decree  set  aside,  when  it  is  set  aside  by  a 
part;',  the  third  person  may  then  file  a  crosi 
bill,  and  have  his  rights  determined ; 

—Griffin  v.  Griffin,  112  Mich.  87,  70  N. 
\V.  423,  holding  that  a  defendant  in  a  bill 
for  partnership  accounting  may,  after  deny- 
ing the  partnership,  state,  by  way  of  cross 
bill,  a  claim  growing  out  of  the  same  trans- 
action against  complainant  as  trustee,  and 
bring  in  complainant's  wife  as  a  trustee; 

— Stockard  v.  Pinkard.  ft  Kumph.  119, 
in  which,  to  an  objection  that  complainants 
did  not  bring  in  the  administrator,  the  court 
said  that  if  defendant  thought  his  righti 
demanded  it,  he  might  have  filed  a  cross 
bill  making  the  administrator  and  others 
parties. 

In  Blodgett  v.  Hobart,  18  Vt.  414,  it 
was  held  that  the  answer  of  a  new  party 
brought  in  by  cross  bill  cannot  be  used  as 
evidence  to  support  the  original  bill. 

In  Blair  v.  Illinois  Steel  Co.  159  III.  350, 
31  L.R.A.  269,  42  N.  E.  895,  it  was  held  that 
a  defendant  who  hias  been  made  a  party  by 
cross  bill  may,  in  turn,  file  a  cross  bill. 

In  Paulling  v.   Creagh,  63  Ala.   398,  i% 
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on  November  3,  1903,  an  amended  bill,  in 
which  Robert  M.  Marshall,  John  S.  With- 
ers, and  Robert  G.  Linn  are  named  as  de- 
fendants, in  addition  to  those  in  the  original 
bill.  In  the  amended  bill  Fulton  seeks  the 
same  relief  as  in  the  original;  the  object  of 
the  amendment  being,  as  appears  from  the 
record,  to  bring  in,  as  additional  parties  de- 
fendant, Robert  M.  Marshall,  John  S.  With- 
ers, and  Robert  G.  Linn.  Robert  M.  Mar- 
shall was  claiming  an  interest,  as  one  of  the 
devisees  under  the  will  of  Robert  R.  Mar- 
shall, in  the  coal  lands  contracted  to  be  sold 
to  Fulton,  and  John  S.  Withers  also  claimed 
an  interest  in  the  said  lands  by  reason  of  a 
conveyance  from  Charles  E.  Marshall,  who 
was    a   devisee   also   under   the   said    will. 


Robert  G.  Linn,  the  other  defendant  brought 
in,  was,  so  it  was  alleged,  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  tracts  of  land  sold  to  Fulton.  Robert 
M.  Marshall  and  John  S.  Withers  were  un- 
dertaking to  assort  whatever  right  they 
may  have  had  in  these  coal  lands,  by  a  bill 
of  complaint  which  they  had  filed  on  the 
13th  of  Novemljer,  1903,  in  the  circuit  court 
of  Gilmer  county.  West  Virginia,  after  Ful- 
ton had  filed  his  bill  in  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  as  before  stated.  They 
named  as  defendants  in  their  bill  in  the 
circuit  court  of  Gilmer  county  T.  Marcellua 
Marshall,  in  his  own  right  and  as  adminis- 
trator of  Robert  R.  Marshall,  deceased,  £1- 
wood  D.  Fulton  and  Robert  G.  Linn. 
The  bill  filed  by  Robert  M.  Marshall  and 


was  held  that  where  a  new  party  is  made  a 
defendant  to  a  cross  bill,  he  must  be  served 
with  process. 

>  ■  Cross  complaint. 

Under  the  Codes  it  has  been  held  that 
new  parties  may  be  brought  in  by  a  cross 
complaint  when  they  are  necessary  to  a 
complete  determination  of  the  controversy. 
Winter  v.  McMillan,  87  Cal.  250,  22  Am. 
St.  Rep.  243,  25  Pac.  407;  MacKenzie  v. 
Hodgkin,  126  Cal.  591,  77  Am.  St.  Rep. 
209,  59  Pac.  36;  Eureka  v.  Gates,  120  Cal. 
64,  52  Pac.  125;  Stockton  Sav.  &  L.  Soc. 
V.  Harrow,  127  Cal.  612,  60  Pac.  165;  Al- 
prs  v.  Bliss,  145  Cal.  66.'5,  79  Pac.  171;. 
First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Bews,  3  Idaho,  486,  31 
Pac.  816;  Shirk  v.  Mitchell,  137  Ind.  185, 
36  N.  E.  850;  Chalmers  v.  Trent,  11  Utah, 
88,  39  Pac.  488. 

And  the  bringing  in  of  new  parties  by 
cross  complaint  was  approved  in  the  fol- 
lowing cases: 

— Newhall  v.  Bank  of  Llvermore,  136  Cal. 
633,  69  Pac.  248,  where  a  mortgagee  of  an 
undivided  one  half  of  land  sought  to  fore- 
close, and  made  a  prior  mortgagee  of  the 
whole  tract  defendant,  and  the  latter  by  a 
cross  bill  made  the  owner  of  the  other  un- 
divided one  half  defendant,  and  foreclosed 
on  the  whole; 

— Syvertson  v.  Butler,  3  Cal.  App.  345, 
85  Pac.  164,  where  the  cross  complaint  wa^ 
concerning  a  part  of  the  same  property  to 
which  the  action  related; 

— Goodell  V.  Verdugo  Canon  Water  Co. 
138  Cal.  308,  71  Pac.  354,  where,  in  an  ac- 
tion on  an  illegal  contract,  defendant  by  a 
cross  complaint  brought  in  a  new  party  who 
was  a  party  to  the  contract,  and  attacked 
its  validity,  and  sought  to  have  it  annulled. 

— Allen  V.  Tritch,  5  Colo.  222,  in  which 
the  court  said  that  a  cross  complaint  is 
equivalent  to  a  cross  bill  in  equity,  and 
in  that  practice  it  was  proper  to  make  a 
person  a  party  who  was  not  a  party  to  the 
original  bill; 

— Farmers'  &  M.  Bank  v.  Wood  Bros.  & 
Co.  (Iowa)  118  N.  W.  282,  where,  by  de- 
murrer and  subsequent  motion,  defendant 
sought  to  bring  in  new  parties  who  were  not 
necessary  to  tlie  original  suit,  to  determine 
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all  the  matters  involved  in  the  transaction, 
but  the  court  said  this  should  have  been 
done  by  cross  petition; 

However,  the  right  to  bring  in  new 
parties  by  cross  complaint  has  been  denied 
under  the  following  circumstances: 

— Where  a  cause  of  action  existed  in  favor 
of  the  defendantr  and  a  stranger  to  the 
original  action,  Harrison  v.  McCormick,  69 
Cal.  616,  11  Pac.  458.  This  case  is  dis- 
tinguished, however,  in  Winter  v.  McMillan, 
supra,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  purely  a 
counterclaim  for  damages,  in  which  tho 
parties  must  be  the  same; 

— Where  plaintiff  sought  to  quiet  title  to 
water  deeded  by  a  water  company  to  him, 
and  defendant  sought  to  have  the  water  com- 
pany made  a  jiarty  on  cross  complaint,  be- 
cause it  had,  by  contract,  guaranteed  him 
water  from  anotlier  source  in  case  the  sup- 
ply from  the  wells  in  controversy  failed, 
plaintiff  not  being  a  party  to  that  contract 
or  interested  in  the  questions  raised  by  the 
cross  bill.  Lewis  v.  Fox,  122  Cal.  244,  54 
Pac.  823; 

— where  part  of  several  guarantors  of  a 
promissory  note  were  sued,  and  they  at- 
tempted by  a  cross  complaint  to  bring  in 
their  cogiiarantors,  who  were  not  made  par- 
ties defendant,  the  statute  having  been 
amended  to  read  "whenever  the  defendant 
seeks  alTirmative  relief  against  any  party 
to  the  action  relating  to  or  depending  upon 
the  contract  or  transaction,  ...  he 
may  .  .  .  file  ...  a  cross  com- 
plaint." Merchants'  Trust  Co.  v.  Benlel, 
10  Cal.  App.  75,  101  Pac.  31; 

— where,  under  a  statute  making  a  cross 
petition  not  allowable  to  a  defendant,  ex- 
cept upon'  a  cause  of  action  which  affects 
or  is  affected  by  the  original  action,  a  cross 
petition  on  an  independent  cause  of  action 
against  new  parties  was  filed,  the  court  say- 
ing that  it  was  not  rendered  unobjectionable 
by  the  filing  of  an  answer  thereto.  Matting- 
ly  V.  Eversole  (Ky.)   113  S.  W.  447; 

— and  where  defendant  attempted  to  bring 
in  a  new  party  to  settl*  a  matter  only  af- 
fecting themselves,  and  not  the  plaintitT. 
Heaton  v.  Lynch,  1 1  Ind.  App.  408,  38  N.  F-. 
224;  Hunter  y.  First  Nat.  Bank  (Ind.)  87 
N.  E,  734. 
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John  S.  Withers  in  tlie  state  coart  sought 
to  compel  Fulton  and  T.  Marcellus  Marshall 
to  carry  out  the  contract  which  had  been 
nade  through  Fatten  and  Evans  for  the  sale 
of  the  Pittsbui^  vein  of  coal  upon  and  un- 
derlying the  tracts  of  land  which  T.  Mar- 
cellus Marshall  owned  and  controlled,  as 
heretofore  stated.  The  complainants  in  that 
bill  claimed  that  they  were  entitled  to  a 
part  of  the  proceeds  of  this  sale,  because  of 
an  alleged  interest  in  some  of  the  lands  em- 
braced in  the  contract.  The  'disclosure  of 
these  facts,  it  is  assumed,  led  to  the  filin<; 
of  Fulton's  amended  bill  in  the  circuit 
TOurt  of  the  United  States,  to  bring  in 
Robert  M.  ^larshall,  John  S.  Withers,  and 
Robert  G.  Linn  as  parties  defendant.  On 
tlie  same  day  that  Fulton's  bill  was  filed  in 
the  circuit  court,  to  wit,  the  4th  day  of 
September,  1903,  John  Patton  and  Thomas 
L  Evans,  T.  Marcellus  Marshall's  agents, 
who  made  the  contract  of  sale  with  Fulton, 
brought  a  suit  at  law  in  the  circuit  court  of 
Gilmer  county,  West  Virginia,  against  T. 
Jfarcellus  Marshall,  to  recover  of  him 
their  n3inpen.<!ation  for  services  Tendered 
in  effecting  the  sale  to  Fulton,  under 
the  contract  of  October  2,  1901.  Their 
declaration  was  in  assumpsit,  and  they 
demanded  a  commission  of  $2.50  per 
acre  for  the  number  of  acres  which 
Marshall  authorized  them  to  sell.  To 
this  declaration  >farshall  demurred;  but  his 
demurrer  having  been  overruled,  he  entered 
his  plea  of  nonassumpsit  on  January  II, 
1904.  and  the  issue  was  joined.  Upon  the 
petition  of  T.  Marcellus  Marshall,  the  de- 
fendant, the  circuit  court  of  Gilmer  county 
stayed  proceedings  in  the  suit  of  Patton  and 
Evans  from  time  to  time,  and  until  March 
term,  1907,  of  said  court.  At  this  term  of  the 
said  court,  at  the  instance  of  Marshall,  the 
eourt  apain  stayed  proceedings  in  the  suit 
until  the  next  regular  term  of  the  court. 
Before  the  day  arrived  to  which  the  last 
stay  had  bfien  given,  T.  Jfarcellus  Marshall 
on  June  27,  1907,  filed  his  cross  bill  in  the 
Fulton  suit  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States.  The  prayer  of  this  cross  bill  was, 
amonjf  other  things,  that  John  Patton  and 
Thomas  L.  Evans  be  made  parties  defend- 
ant, and  that  their  rights  be  litigated  and 
determined  in  the  Fulton  suit,  and  that  they 
be  enjoined  and  restrained  from  proceeding 
further  in  the  action  which  they  had 
brought  ip  the  state  court.  The  circuit 
coart,  in  response  to  this  prayer,  directed  a 
eubptenr,  to  be  issued  commanding  the  said 
Patton  and  Evans  to  appear,  and  also 
(granted  a  restraining  order  enjoining  them 
from  proceeding  with  their  case  against  T. 
Marcellus  Marshall  in  the  state  court.  Pat- 
ton and  Evans  demurred  to  the  cross  bill, 
and  moved  to  dissolve  the  injunction.  The 
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demurrer  was  overruled,  and  a  decree  en- 
tered continuing  the  injunction.  From  this 
decree  Patton  and  Evans  appealed  to  this 
court. 

The  assignments  of  error  on  this  appeal 
present  for  consideration  two  propositions: 
First,  that  the  defendant  T.  Marcellus  Mar- 
shall could  not  by  his  cross  bill  make  Pat- 
ton and  Evans  parties  defendant  to  the  Ful- 
ton suit  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States;  second,  that  the  circuit  court  was, 
by  reason  of  §  720,  Revised  Statutes  of  the 
United  States  (U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p. 
851),  without  jurisdiction  to  enjoin  the  ac- 
tion At  law  which  Patton  and  Evans  had 
brought,  and  which  was  pending  in  a  court 
of  the  state  of  West  Virginia. 

Argued  before  Goff  and  Pritchard,  circuit 
Judges  and  Boyd,  District  Judge. 

Mr.  John  W.  Davis,  with  Messrs.  R. 
F.  Kldd  and  Davis  &  Davis,  for  appel- 
lants. 

Mr.  W.  E.  R.  Byrne,  with  Messrs.  Linn 
&  Byrne,  for  appellee. 

Boyd,  District  Judge,  delivered  the  opin- 
ion of  the  court: 

It  is  the  privilege  of  a  complainant  in  a 
bill  in  equity  to  make  such  parties  defend- 
ant in  his  suit  as  he  may  elect,  provided 
such  parties  come  within  the  class  of  neces- 
sary parties,  or  proper  parties,  or  both;  but 
even  the  complainant  has  no  right  to  go  be- 
yond these  classes,  and  bring  into  his  suit 
those  who  have  no  connection  with  the  con- 
troversy disclosed  in  the  bill,  nor  interest 
or  concern  in  its  determination.  It  seems 
that  the  complainant  in  the  equity  cause  of 
Fulton  against  Marshall,  pending  in  the 
circuit  court  rf  the  United  Stales,  had 
brought  before  the  court  all  the  parties,  so 
far  as  interests  are  disclosed  by  the  record, 
necessary  to  a  complete  determination  and 
adjudication  of  the  subject-matter  of  his 
bill.  In  the  outset  he  made  party  defendant 
T.  Marcellus  Marshall,  in  his  own  right  and 
as  administrator,  with  whom  the  contract  of 
sale  had  been  made,  and  as  against  these 
parties  the  complainant  sought  specific  per- 
formance. It  was  afterwards  ascertained 
that  Robert  M.  Marshall  and  John  S.  With- 
ers claimed  an  interest  in  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale,  and  it  was  further  ascertained  that 
the  legal  title  to  one  of  the  tracts  of  land 
included  was  in  Robert  G.  Linn.  It  cannot 
be  denied  that  if  the  Afarshall  last  named 
and  Withers  and  Linn  held  title  to  portions 
of  the  land  included  in  the  contract  of  sale, 
or  were  entitled  to  participate  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds,  they  were  at  least 
proper,  if  not  necessary,  parties.  It  was  the 
orderly  course,  therefore,  when  Fulton  dis- 
I  covered  that  these  persons  were  claiming  an 
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interest  in  the  lands  wherein  he  had  con- 
tracted to  buy  coal  rights,  which  might  in 
some  way  affect  tlie  title  to  be  derived  from 
T.  Marcellus  Marshall,  that  he  should  pro- 
ceed by  an  amended  bill  to  make  them  par- 
ties defendant.  When  Fulton  had  brought 
before  the  court  as  defendants  in  his  action 
all  such  parties  as  he  linew,  or  had  ground 
to  believe,  were  interested  in  the  subject- 
matter  of  his  action,  he  had  the  right  to 
proceed  with  his  cause  without  interrup- 
tion on  the  part  of  one  of  the  defendants  by 
an  effort  to  introduce  into  the  litigation  an 
independent  disconnected  controversy  be- 
tween such  defendant  and  outside  parties. 

If  the  complainant  had  omitted  to  bring 
in  parties  who  were  necessary  to  a  complete 
determination  of  equities  between  himslf 
and  one  or  more  of  the  defendants,  or  among 
defendants  themselves,  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  suit,  a  cross  bill  was  not 
the  proper  proceeding  by  which  to  supply 
such  defect.  A  cross  bill  in  equity  possesses 
no  such  function. 

"The  purpose  of  a  cross  bill  is  either  to  ob- 
tain a  discovery  in  aid  of  a  defense  to  the 
original  bill,  or  to  obtain  full  relief  to  all 
the  parties  touching  the  matter  of  the  orig- 
inal bill."  Story,  Eq.  PI.  §  385. 

"New  parties  cannot  be  introduced  into  a 
cause  by  a  cross  bill.  If  the  plaintiff  desires 
to  make  new  parties,  he  amends  his  bill,  and 
makes  them.  If  the  interest  of  the  defend- 
ant requires  their  presence,  he  takes  the  ob- 
jection of  nonjoinder,  and  the  complainant 
is  forced  to  amend,  or  his  bill  is  dis- 
missed." Shields  v.  Barrow,  17  How.  130, 
15  L.  ed.  158. 

But,  aside  from  this,  Fulton's  suit  was 
for  the  specific  performance  of  a  contract  of 
sale,  a  cause  of  action  peculiarly  cognizable 
in  a  court  of  equity.  It  was  of  no  concern  to 
him  what  Marshall  had  agreed  to  pay  his 
agents  whom  he  had  authorized  to  secure  a 
purchaser  for  the  coal  rights  in  the  lands, 
nor  could  the  compensation  for  services  due 
or  claimed  by  such  agents  enter  into  Ful- 
ton's cause  of  action.  In  equity  pleading, 
the  ansn-er  is  a  defense  to  complainant's 
bill,  and  docs  not  set  up  grounds  for  affirm- 
ative relief.  Such  relief  is  granted  upon  a 
cross  bill.  But  affirmative  relief  in  response 
to  the  prayer  of  a  cross  bill  is  against  cither 
the  plaintiff  or  a  codefendant  in  the  origi- 
nal bill.    2  Street  Fed.  Eq.  Pr.  §  1020. 

"The  cross  bill  must,  so  it  is  held,  be  ger- 
mane to  the  original  bill.  It  must  be  con- 
fined to  the  same  matters  as  the  original 
bill,  and  it  cannot  introduce  a  new  contro- 
versy not  embraced  in  the  original  bill."  2 
Street,  Fed.  Eq.  Pr.  §  1030. 

This  author  lays  down  the  further  prin- 
ciple that  a  cross  bill  is  primarilj'  a  defense, 
and,  being  so  considered,  is  confined  to  mat- 
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ters  in  litigation  in  the  original  suit ;  other- 
wise, new  matters  might  be  introduced  into 
a  litigation  by  cross  suits  without  end ;  and 
still  further  says  the  same  author,  in  §  § 
1031,  1033,  a  cross  bill  is  bad  that  goes  be- 
yond the  original  bill,  and  states  a  cause  of 
action  foreign  to  the  primary  dispute.  A 
cross  bill  may  allege  new  or  additional  facts 
not  set  forth  in  the  original  bill,  and  be 
germane  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  action. 
The  introduction  of  new  facts  does  not 
render  a  cross  bill  objectionable,  but  the 
making  of  a  foreign  or  multifarious  issue. 

Johnson  R.  Signal  Co.  v.  Union  Switch  & 
Signal  Co.  (C.  C.)  43  Fed.  331,  holds  as 
well  settled  the  rule  that  a  cross  bill  cannot 
introduce  any  new  or  distinct  matter  not 
within  the  scope  of  the  original  bill,  nor 
such  matter  as  is  not  necessary  as  a  defense 
to  the  original  bill,  or  is  foreign  to  the  pri- 
mary controversy.  A  cross  bill  which  seeks 
no  discovery  and  sets  up  no  defense,  except 
such  as  would  be  available  by  answer,  is 
bad.  2  Street,  Fed.  Eq.  Pr.  §  1022.  See 
also  Miller  &  Lux  v.  Rickey  (C.  C.)  146 
Fed.  577. 

In  Nashville  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  United  States, 
101  U.  S.  639,  25  L.  ed.  1074,  it  is  held  that 
a  cross  bill  cannot  be  used  to  bring  in  new 
and  distinct  matters,  and  in  support  the 
court  cites  in  that  case  Avers  v.  Chicago, 
101  U.  8.  184,  25  L.  ed.  838.  A  cross  bill 
must  grow  out  of  the  original  suit.  It  can- 
not bring  in  new  and  distinct  matters. 
Providence  Rubber  Co.  v.  Goodyear,  9  Wall. 
788,  19  L.  ed.  566,  and  Cross  \.  Do  Valle,  1 
Wall.  5,  17  L.  ed.  515.  In  this  last  case  it 
is  said  by  the  court  that  "a  cross  bill  'is 
a  mere  auxiliary  suit,  and  a  dependency  of 
the  original,'  'It  may  be  brought  by  a  de- 
fendant against  the  plaintiff  in  the  same 
suit,  or  against  other  defendants,  or  against 
both;  but  it  must  be  touching  the  matters 
in  question  in  the  bill.' " 

A  cross  bill  cannot  introduce  a  new  con- 
troversy, which  it  is  not  necessaty  to  be  de- 
cided in  order  to  have  a  final  decree  on  the 
case  presented  by  the  original  bill.  A  cross 
bill  is  "a  proceeding  to  procure  a  complete 
determination  of  a  matter  already  in  dis- 
pute." 2  Dan.  Ch.  PI.  &  Pr.  1549,  and  note 
2.  The  matter  in  dispute,  as  disclosed  by 
Fulton's  bill,  was  only  specific  performance 
of  Marshall's  contract.  Suppose,  for  the 
sake  of  the  argument,  that  Marshall  had 
been  the  moving  party,  and  had  filed  his  bill 
against  Fulton  for  specific  performance  of 
the  contract  of  sale;  no  one  would  contend 
that  Patton  and  Evans  would  have  been 
either  necessary  or  proper  parties,  for  in  the 
broadest  view  they  had  no  interest  which  a 
decree  against  Fulton  compelling  him  to 
carry  out  his  contract  could  affect.  Then 
how  can  they  be  necessary  parties  to  a  de- 
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cree  requiring  Marshall  to  accept  the  bal- 
ance of  the  purchase  money,  and  make  title 
to  Fulton,  in  compliance  with  the  terms  of 
the  contract  which  the  latter's  bill  seeks  to 
have  specifically  performed?  We  feel  con- 
strained in  answer  to  this  question,  to  hold 
that  Patton  and  Evans  were  not  necessary 
or  proper  parties  to  Fulton's  bill.  They  had 
no  interest  in  the  subject-matter  of  con- 
troversy between  I'ulton  and  Marshall  nor 
in  any  controversy  which  might  arise  be- 
tween defendants  themselves  within  the 
scope  or  the  purposes  of  the  original 
bill.  Following,  therefore,  in  the  line  which 
we  have  pursued  in  discussing  this  case,  and 
relying  upon  the  authorities  and  decisions 
which  we  have  cited,  it  is  our  conclusion 
that  Marshall  could  not  by  his  cross  bill 
maKe  Patton  and  Evans  parties  defendant 
to  Fulton's  bill. 

So  far  as  appellants'  first  assignment  of 
error  is  concerned,  we  might  stop  here;  but 
there  is  another  view  presented  by  counsel 
which  we  must  admit  carries  with  it  some 
force,  and  that  is  that  Marshall's  cross  bill, 
undertaking  aa  it  does  to  introduce  into 
Fulton's  suit  new  parties  defendant  against 
whom  Marshall  alone  seeks  relief,  gives  to 
his  pleading  the  character  of  an  original 
bill,  and,  this  being  so,  that  the  essential 
element,  to  wit,  diverse  citizenship,  as  be- 
tween Marshall  and  the  new  defendants,  is 
wanting,  and  therefore  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  is  witliout  jurisdiction. 
As  will  be  seen,  Marshall  and  Patton  and 
Evans  are  all  citizens  of  West  Virginia.  If 
a  cross  bill  assumes  the  character  of  an 
original  bill,  it  will  be  dismissed  if  wanting 
in  the  element  of  diverse  citizenship,  which 
will  be  necessary  to  give  jurisdiction  to  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States.  Cross 
V.  De  Valle,  supra.  See  also  Delaware,  L. 
4  W.  R.  Co.  V.  Jersey  City  (C.  C.)  1C8  Fed. 
128. 

Appellants'  second  assignment  of  error 
is  based  upon  the  proposition  that  the  cir- 
cuit court  was  without  jurisdiction  to  en- 
join proceedings  in  the  action  at  law  which 
Patton  and  Evans  had  brought  against  T. 
Marcellus  Marshall  in  the  state  court.  It 
vill  be  observed  that,  when  Marshall  filed 
his  cross  bill  in  the  Fulton  suit,  the  action 
at  law  brought  by  Patton  and  Evans  against 
him  in  the  state  court  had  been  pending 
nrarly  three  years.  Marshall  had  entered 
his  plea  of  nonassumpsit,  and  had  thereby 
raised  an  issue  which  the  plaintiffs  were 
entitled  to  have  tried  by  a  jury.  It  is  also 
a  fact,  as  appears  in  the  record,  that  in  the 
Fulton  suit  in  the  circuit  court,  which  had 
also  been  pending  for  the  same  length  of 
time,  Marshall  had  filed  his  answer,  to 
which  Fulton  had,  on  the  28th  day  of  June, 
1904,  made  replication.  This  case  was 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


therefore  at  issue,  and  a  decree  for  the 
parties  to  take  testimony  had  been  entered. 
In  this  situation,  Marshall  by  his  cross  bill, 
was  permitted  to  bring  In  Patton  and  Evans 
as  parties  defendant  to  the  Fulton  bill  in 
the  circuit  court,  and  by  a  decree  of  that 
court  to  enjoin  them  from  proceeding  with 
their  action  at  law  in  the  state  court.  The 
decree  of  the  circuit  court,  therefore,  had 
not  only  the  effect  to  deprive  Patton  and 
Evans  of  their  right  to  have  the  issue  of 
fact  raised  by  the  pleadings  in  their  suit 
against  Marshall  tried  by  jury,  but  at  the 
same  time  the  injunction  issued  by  a  court 
of  the  United  States  stayed  a  proceeding 
properly  instituted  and  pending  in  a  state 
court  of  West  Virginia. 

We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  discuss 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  but  will  pass  on 
to  the  second  proposition;  that  is  that,  by 
the  injunction  issued  in  this  case,  the  suit 
of  Patton  and  Evans  against  Marshall,  pend- 
ing in  a  state  court,  was  stayed.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  exercise  of  their 
equity  jurisdiction,  to  issue  the  writ  of  in- 
junction. This  power  is  inherent  in  the 
courts  themselves,  and  is  also  amply  secured 
by  statutes  which  authorize  them  to  issue 
all  writs  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  their 
respective  jurisdictions.  Upon  this  general 
power,  however,  there  is  one  important  limi- 
tation, and  that  is  by  virtue  of  §  720  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901, 
p.  581,  which  declares:  "The  writ  of  injunc- 
tion shall  not  be  granted  by  any  court  of  the 
United  States  to  stay  proceedings  in  any 
court  of  a  state,  except  in  cases  where  such 
injunction  may  be  authorized  by  any  law 
relating  to  proceedings  in  bankruptcy." 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
has  passed  upon  this  statute  in  a  number  of 
cases,  notably  in  the  case  of  Peck  v.  Jenness, 
7  How.  612,  12  L.  ed.  841.  In  that  case  the 
Supreme  Court,  speaking  through  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Grier,  says:  "Act  of  Congress  of  the 
2d  of  March,  1793,  chap.  66,  §  5,  declares 
that  a  writ  of  injunction  shall  not  be  grant- 
ed 'to  stay  proceedings  in  any  court  of  a 
state.'  In  the  case  of  Diggs  v.  Woloott,  4 
Cranch,  179,  2  L.  ed.  587,  the  decree  of  the 
circuit  court  had  enjoined  the  defendant 
from  proceeding  in  a  suit  pending  in  a  state 
court,  and  this  court  reversed  the  decree, 
because  it  had  no  jurisdiction  to  enjoin  pro- 
ceedings in  a  state  court." 

Following  in  line  with  this  decision,  the 
Supreme  Court  again,  through  Mr.  Justice 
Bradley,  in  Haines  v.  Carpenter,  91  U.  S. 
254,  23  L.  ed.  345,  says:  "In  the  first  place, 
the  great  object  of  the  suit  is  to  enjoin  and 
stop  litigation  in  the  state  courts,  and  to 
bring  all  the  litigated  questions  before  the 
circuit   court.     This  is  one  of   the   things 
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which  the  Federal  courts  are  expressly  pro- 
hibited from  doing.  By  the  act  of  March  2, 
1793,  it  was  declared  that  a  writ  of  injunc- 
tion shall  not  be  granted  to  stay  proceed- 
ings in  a  state  court.  This  prohibition  is 
repeated  in  §  720  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
and  extends  to  all  cases  except  where  other- 
wise provided  by  the  bankrupt  law.  This 
objection  alone  is  sufficient  ground  for  sus- 
taining the  demurrer  to  the  bill." 

There  are  other  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  point  upon  this  question,  but  we 
will  not  pursue  the  discussion  further  than 
to  say  that  there  are,  it  is  true,  some  cases 
constituting  exception  to  the  general  doc- 
trine announced  in  the  authorities  we  have 
cited.  See  Dietzsch  v.  Huidekoper  (Kern 
V.  Huidekoper)  103  U.  S.  404,  26  L.  ed. 
497,  in  which  Kern  v.  Huidekoper,  103  U. 
S.  485,  20  L.  ed.  3.54,  is  cited  and  approved, 
and  French  v.  Hay  (French  v.  Stewart)  22 
Wall.  260,  22  L.  ed.  857,  reaffirmed.  Our 
case,  however,  is  not  within  the  exception, 
as  a  persual  of  the  opinions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  iu  the  cases  named  will  abundantly 
show. 

It  is  our  conclusion,  therefore,  that  there 
was  error  in  the  decree  of  the  Circuit  Court, 
and  that  it  should  be  reversed.  The  case  is 
remanded,  to  the  end  that  Marshall's  cross 
bill,  so  far  as  it  concerns  Patton  and  Evans, 
may  be  dismissed,  and  the  injunction  against 
them  dissolved. 


CAIilPORNIA  SUPREME  COTJKT. 

PAUL  RUDD,  Respt., 

V. 

RALPH  BYUXES,  Appt. 

(156  Cal.  630,  105  Pac.  937.) 

Pleading  —  amendment  —  limitation  of 
actions. 

1.  Refusal   to   permit   an  amendment  of 

Kote.  —  Civil  liahility  for  negligoit  dis- 
charge of  /frearius. 

The  earlier  cases  on  this  subject  are  set 
out  in  the  case  note  to  Siefker  v.  Paysee,  4 
L.R.A.(N.S.)   119. 

Since  the  preparation  of  that  note  it  has 
been  decided  in  Brittingham  v.  Stadicm, 
151  N.  C.  299,  60  S.  E.  128,  that  in  the 
care  and  custody  of  firearms  the  utmost 
or  highest  degree  of  care  must  be  used  to 
the  end  that  harm  may  not  come  to  others, 
since  the  degree  of  care  required  of  one 
having  possession  and  control  of  a  dangerous 
article  is  commensurate  with  its  danger- 
ous character. 

And  in  Morgan  v.  Mnlhall,  214  Mo.  451, 
114  S.  W.  4,  it  is  held  that  the  negligent 
use   of    a    deadly    weapon,    with    resultinj; 
harm,  is  an  actionable  wiong. 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


an  answer  already  filed,  so  as  to  set  up  the 
statute  of  limitations  as  a  bar  to  the  ac- 
tion, is  not  an  abuse  of  discretion  unless 
it  is  made  to-  appear  that  the  amendment 
would  be  in  furtherance  of  justice. 
Hunting  —  negligent  shooting  —  con- 
tributory negliKcncc. 

2.  The  jury  must  say  whether  or  not  the 
negligence  of  a  member  of  a  hunting  party 
who,  in  violation  of  the  understanding  be- 
tween them  as  to  the  stations  which  they 
should  take,  attempts  to  approach  the  sta- 
tion of  one  of  them  through  bushes  which 
conceal  him,  is  a  contributory  cause  to  his 
injury,  which  will  prevent  his  holding  the 
latter  liable  for  shooting  him  under  the 
mistaken  belief  that  the  movement  of  the 
bushes  is  caused  by  game. 

Same  —  careless  sliootingr. 

3.  A  member  of  a  party  of  hunters  is 
negligent  as  matter  of  law  in  firing  at  an 
object  moving  through  bui«lies  which  con- 
ceal it,  without  taking  time  to  disover 
what  it  is,  which  results  in  his  hitting  s 
member  of  the  party. 

Evidence  —  custom  —  liunting    party. 

4.  Upon  the  question  of  the  neiiligenoc 
and  contributory  negligence  of  hunters  one 
of  whom  shot  the  other  under  tlu^  mistaken 
belief  that  he  was  an  animal,  while  he  was 
moving  through  bushes  in  violation  of  an 
understanding  as  to  where  each  should  sta- 
tion himself,  evidence  is  not  admissible  of 
the  custom  of  hunters  under  such  circum- 
stances.— at  least  where  the  custom  is  not 
shown  to  have  been  known  to  the  parties. 
Same  —  admission  —  ncgllscnt  injury. 

5.  One's  statement  out  of  court  that  his 
injury  is  due  to  his  own  fault  is  admissible 
in  evidence  against  him  in  an  action  to 
hold  another  liable  for  it. 

Appeal —excluded  evidence  —  error. 

6.  It  is  not  prejudicial  error  to  exclude 
from  evidence  a  -plaintitT's  scwcJusion  as  to 
the  fact  to  be  determined  by  the  jury,  where 
the  facts  are  fully  in  evidence. 

(December  3,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  Judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  Mendocino 
County  in  plaintiff's  favor  and  from  an 
order  denying  a  new  trial  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  personal  in- 
juries alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  defend- 
ant's negligence    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  McNab  &  Illrsdi,  for  appellant: 

The  court  erred  in  refusing  to  permit 
amendment  to  answer  setting  up  bar  of  stat- 
ute of  limitations. 

Thomas  v.  Price,  33  Wash.  459,  99  Am. 
St  Rep.  961,  74  Pac.  503;  Wood  v.  Carpen- 
ter, 101  U.  S.  135,  25  L.  ed.  807;  Nichols 
V.  Randall,  136  Cal.  432,  69  Pac.  20;  Shain 
V.  Sresovich,  104  Cal.  400,  38  Pac.  51; 
Louisville  A  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Hall,  115  Ky.  567, 
74  S.   W.  280;   Robertson  t.  Burrell,  110 
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CaL  669,  42  Pae.  1086;  Gould  t.  SUfTord, 
101  C«l.  34,  35  Pac.  429. 

The  action  of  the  defendant  was  not  neg- 
ligence per  M. 

Smith  T.  Whittier,  95  Cal.  291,  30  Pac. 
$29;  Wikberg  t.  Olson  Co.  138  Cal.  481,  71 
Pae.  511;  Pacheco  t.  Judson  Mfg.  Co.  113 
Cal.  64S,  45  Pac.  833;  Buchel  v.  Gray  Bros. 
115  Cat.  421,  47  Pac.  112;  Fox  t.  Oakland 
Coosol.  Street  R.  Co.  118  Cal.  65,  62  Am. 
St.  Rep.  216,  60  Pac.  25;  Humphrey  v. 
Leonard,  151  Cal.  375,  90  Pac.  705;  Schnei- 
der T.  Market  Street  R.  Co.  134  Cal.  488, 
60  P«c.  734;  Seller  t.  Market-Street  R.  Co. 
139  Cal.  271,  72  Pac.  1006. 

The  defense  of  contributory  negligence  is 
applicable  iu  cases  in  which  persona  have 
k^n  injured  while  hunting. 

Mc(  leary  t.  Frantz,  160  Pa.  635,  28  Atl. 
!>-.'!i;  Winans  y.  Randolph,  169  Pa.  006,  32 
Atl.  022;  Magar  v.  Hammond,  171  N.  .Y. 
.t;;,  59  L.R.A.  315,  64  N.  E.  150;  Bahel  v. 
Manning,  112  Mich.  24,  30  L.R.A.  523,  07 
.\m.  St.  Rep.  381,  70  N.  W.  327;  Whitten 
V.  Hartin,  163  Mass.  39,  39  N.  E.  412; 
MiM-bus  V.  Becker,  46  N.  J.  L.  41 ;  Siefker 
V.  Paygee,  115  I.*.  953,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  119, 
40  So.  366;  Trousclair  v.  Pacific  Coast  S. 
S.  to.  80  Cal.  521,  22  Pac.  258;  Glascock 
T.  Central  P.  R.  Co.  73  Cal.  137,  14  Pac. 
518. 

It  was  not  necessarily  the  duty  of  tlie  de- 
fendant to  look  and  know  that  the  injured 
person  was  not  in  danger. 

Bennirhsen  v.  Market-Street  R.  Co.  149 
Cal.  20,  84  Pac.  420. 

The  defendant  has  a  constitutional  right 
to  have  the  question  of  contributory  negli- 
gence submitted  to  the  jury. 

Shobert  v.  May,  40  Or.  68,  56  L.R.A.  810, 
n  Am.  St.  Rep.  453,  66  Pac.  466. 

The  court  erred  in  refusing  to  admit  proof 
of  admissions  by  plaintiff  that  the  accident 
was  wholly  his  own  fault. 

Smith  V.  Whittier,  96  Cal.  279,  30  Pac. 
529;  Bush  V.  Barnett,  96  Cal.  202,  31  Pac. 
2. 

Mr.  Robert  Dnncan,  for  respondent: 

If  a  person  is  injured  by  the  discharge 
of  a  gun  in  the  hands  of  another  who  has 
tntire  control  of  it,  the  burden  is  cast  upon 
the  Utter  to  prove  that  the  gun  was  not 
fired  at  the  party  injured,  either  intention- 
»IIy  or  negligently,  but  the  result  was  in- 
evitable and  without  the  least  fault  upon 
the  part  of  the  one  handling  the  gun. 

Morgan  v.  Cox,  22  Mo.  373,  60  Am.  Dec. 
623;  Shearm.  &.  Hodf.  Keg.  S§  587,  588;  12 
•^.  4  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  518,  519; 
Tally  V.  Avres,  3  Sneed,  677 :  Chataigne  v. 
Berjeron,  io  I^.  Ann.  609;  Chiles  v.  Drake, 
2  Met.  (Kt.)  146,  74  Am.  Dec.  406;  Wright 
»•  Clark,  "so  Vt.  130,  28  Am.  Rep.  496; 
Atchison  v.  Diillam,  10  111.  App.  42;  Mocbus 
2«L.R.A.(X.S.) 


V.  Becker,  46  N.  J.  t.  41;  Bullock  v.  Bab- 
cock,  3  Wend.  391;  Dixon  v.  Bell,  5  Maule 
&  S.  198,  19  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  26;  Dalton  v. 
Favour,  3  N.  H.  465;  Whitby  v.  Brock,  4 
Times  L.  R.  241 ;  Glueck  v.  Scheld,  125  Cal. 
288,  67  Pac.  1003. 

The  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  rely  upon  the 
presumption  that  the  defendant  would  exer- 
cise, at  least,  the  ordinary  care  of  the 
average  person  in  firing  his  gun,  and  would 
know  what  he  was  shooting  at. 

Shea  V.  Potrero,  &  B.  V.  R.  Co..  44  Cal. 
414;  Robinson  v.  Western  P.  R.  Co.  48  Cal. 
420;  Shearm.  &  Redf.  Neg.  §  31;  Strong  v. 
Sacramento  &  P.  R.  Co.  61  Cal.  328;  Pol- 
lock, Torts,  388;  Beach,  Contrib.  Neg.  38; 
Judson  V.  Giant  Powder  Co.  107  Cal.  54C, 
29  L.R.A.  718,  48  Am.  St.  Rep.  146,  40  Pac. 
1020. 

When  an  act  is  done  wilfully,  wantonly, 
and  with  a  reckless  disregard  of  the  rights 
of  others,  contributory  negligence  on  the 
part  of  plaintiff  does  not  bar  his  recovery 

Harrington  v.  Los  Angeles  R.  Co.  140  Cal. 
514,  63  L.R.A.  238,  98  Am.  St.  Rep.  85,  74 
Pac.  15;  Esrey  v.  Southern  P.  Co.  103  Cal. 
541,  37  Pac.  500;  Beach,  Contrib.  Neg.  §§  54, 
55;  Cooley,  Torts,  647. 

SI098,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

The  plaintiff,  having  been  wounded  by  a 
bullet  fired  from  defendant's  rifle,  brought 
this  action  to  recover  damages,  alleging  titat 
his  injuries  were  due  to  defendant's  negli- 
gence. A  trial  before  a  jury  resulted  in  a 
verdict  in  favor  of  plaintiff  for  $500.  The 
defendant  appeals  from  the  judgment  en- 
tered upon  the  verdict,  and  from  an  order 
denying  his  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

The  action  was  commenced  in  December, 
1906,  about  fourteen  months  after  the  shoot- 
ing. The  defendant  filed  an  answer,  in 
which  he  denied  the  allegations  of  the  com- 
plaint, and  afiirmatively  pleaded  facts  in- 
tended to  constitute  a  defense  of  contribu- 
tory negligence.  On  the  day  set  for  the 
trial  of  the  cause,  he  moved  the  court  for 
leave  to  amend  his  answer  by  setting  up 
the  additional  defense  that  the  action  was 
barred  by  subd.  3  of  §  340  of  the  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure.  The  application  was 
denied,  and  this  ruling  is  assigned  as  error. 
This  court,  very  early  in  its  history,  estab- 
lished the  rule  that  the  refusal  of  leave  to 
plead  the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations 
by  way  of  amendment  to  an  answer  already 
filed  will  not  be  regarded  as  an  abuse  of  dis- 
cretion, unless  it  is  made  to  appear  that  the 
amendment  will  be  in  furtherance  of  jus- 
tice. Cooke  V.  Spears,  2  Cal.  400,  56  Am. 
Dec.  348;  Stuart  v.  Lander,  16  Cftl.  372,  76 
Am.  Dec.  538.  The  principle  underlying 
these  decisions,  viz.,  that,  while  ereat  liber- 
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ality  should  be  exercised  in  allowing  amend- 
ments to  pleadings,  that  liberality  should 
only  be  displayed  in  furtherance  of  justice, 
has  often  received  recognition  here.  Daley 
V.  Russ,  86  Cal.  118,  24  Pac.  867;  Bank  of 
Woodland  v.  Heron,  122  Cal.  107,  54  Pac. 
537,  and  cases  cited.  The  bill  of  exceptions 
asserts,  as  the  only  reason  for  defendant's 
failure  to  rely  on  this  plea  in  his  original 
answer,  the  inadvertence  of  counsel  in  fail- 
ing to  note  that  the  amendment  of  1905 
(Stat.  1905,  chap.  258,  §  2,  p.  231  to  §  340 
had  reduced  the  time  allowed  for  the  com- 
mencement of  actions  of  this  character  to 
one  year.  The  fact  that  counsel  had  been 
guilty  of  this  oversight  had  no  tendency  to 
show  that  permission  to  plead  the  statute 
would  aid  in  producing  a  just  result. 

The  main  question  arises  on  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  court,  whereby  it  declared  that 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to  a  verdict,  and  that 
the  only  question  for  the  jury  was  the 
amount  of  damages.  Instructions  requested 
by  defendant,  submitting  to  the  jury  the 
issue  of  contributory  negligence,  were  re- 
fused. It  appeared  from  plaintiff's  testi- 
mony that  on  October  10,  1905,  he,  in  com- 
pany with  the  defendant  and  one  Lima,  went 
out  along  the  Big  river  in  Mendocino  county, 
to  hunt  deer.  On  the  north  bank  of  the 
river  they  parted  company.  Byrnes  and 
Lima  remained  on  the  north  side.  The 
plaintiff,  Rudd,  crossed  the  stream,  taking 
a  dog  with  him.  The  dog  started  along  a 
ridge  and  down  through  the  brush  into  a 
flat  across  the  river  from  Byrnes.  Rudd 
thought  the  dog  was  after  a  deer,  and  ran 
in  after.  When  he  same  out  on  the  flat 
opposite  Byrnes,  he  heard  a  shot  and  was 
struck  by  a  bullet.  There  was  no  question 
of  the  fact  that  Byrnes  flred  this  shot.  His 
own  testimony  was  that  he  saw  an  object 
moving  in  the  brush,  and  flred  at  it,  think- 
ing it  to  be  a  deer.  The  testimony  relating 
to  the  issue  of  contributory  negligence,  as 
relied  on  by  defendant,  differed  in  some  par- 
ticulars from  the  allegations  of  the  answer. 
Since,  however,  the  point  of  variance  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  made  in  the  court 
below,  and  the  differences  have  no  impor- 
tant bearing  on  the  points  to  be  discussed, 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  state  the  substance 
of  the  showing  made  by  the  witnesses. 
There  was  evidence  .which  would  have  war- 
ranted the  jury  in  finding  that  the  banks  of 
the  river  were  thickly  grown  with  brush; 
that  along  the  river  there  were  deer  cross- 
ings, "where  deer  come  down  when  chased 
by  dogs  and  run  into  water."  It  was  testi- 
fied that  the  three  hunters  had  agreed  that 
they  were,  respectively,  to  station  them- 
selves at  three  crossings;  Byrnes's  station 
being  about  200  yards  above,  and  Rudd's 
about  the  same  distance  below,  that  of 
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Lima.  When  Byrnes  flred  he  was  at  the 
point  at  which,  under  the  agreement,  he 
should  have  been.  Rudd.  instead  of  going 
down  the  river,  as  agreed,  went  up,  and  waa 
opposite  Byrnes's  station  when  shot.  We 
think  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  have 
the  jury  consider  this  evidence,  and  deter- 
mine from  it  whether  Rudd  had  been  guilty 
of  negligence  contributing  directly  and 
proximately  to  his  injuries.  That  the  de- 
fendant's conduct  was  negligent  may  well  be 
conceded.,  "As  flrearms  are  extraordinarily 
dangerous,  a  person  who  handles  such  a 
weapon  is  bound  to  use  extraordinary  care 
to  prevent  injury  to  others,  and  is  held  to 
a  strict  accountability  for  a  want  of  such 
care."  12  Am.  ft  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed. 
p.  518;  Bahel  v.  Manning,  112  Mich.  24, 
36  L.R.A.  523,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  381,  70 
N.  W.  327;  Judd  v.  Ballard,  66  Vt.  668, 
30  Atl.  06;  Moebus  v.  Becker,  46  N.  J. 
L.  41 ;  Morgan  v.  Cox,  22  Mo.  373,  66  Am. 
Dec.  623.  One  who  causes  injury  to  another 
by  discharging  a  firearm  must,  in  order  to 
excuse  himself  from  liability,  show  that  ha 
was  absolutely  without  fault.  12  Am.  ft 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  519 ;  Bahel  v.  Man- 
ning and  Morgan  v.  Cox,  supra;  Tally  v. 
Ayres,  3  Sneed,  677;  Wright  v.  Clark,  50 
Vt.  130,  28  Am.  Rep.  496.  While  the  ques- 
tion of  negligence  is  ordinarily  one  to  be 
determined  by  the  jury,  yet  where  the  facts 
are  undisputed,  and  no  inference  but  that  of 
negligence  can  be  drawn  from  them,  the 
court  may  determine  that  negligence  ia 
shown  as  matter  of  law.  Studer  v.  Southern 
P.  Co.  121  Cal.  400,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  39,  63 
Pac.  942;  Nagle  v.  California  Southern  R. 
Co.  88  Cal.  86,  25  Pac.  1106.  It  is  plain, 
from  defendant's  own  story,  that  he  did  not, 
in  this  instance,  exercise  the  care  required 
of  one  handling  firearms.  He  saw  an  object 
moving  in  the  underbrush,  and  flred  at  it 
without  taking  time  to  discover  whether  it 
was  a  deer,  as  he  supposed  it  to  be,  or  a 
human  being.  There  can  be  no  room  for 
doubt  that,  in  so  doing,  he  acted  without 
that  regard  for  the  safety  of  others  which 
is  to  be  expected  of  one  handling  dangerous 
Implements  or  substances. 

But  the  fact  that  defendant  was  negligent 
does  not  preclude  the  possibility  that  plain- 
tiff may  have  been  likewise  guilty  of  n^Ii- 
gence  contributing  to  the  injury.  In  Magar 
V.  Hammond,  171  N.  Y.  377,  59  L.R.A.  316, 
64  N.  E.  150,  the  owner  of  a  fish  preserve 
had  employed  a  night  watchman,  who  was 
in  the  habit  of  discharging  flrearms  into  the 
air  to  frighten  off  poachers.  Plaintiff  en- 
tered the  premises  on  a  dark  night  for  the 
purpose  of  poaching,  and  was  injured  by  a 
bullet  fired  by  the  watchman  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  noise  made  by  plaintiff.  In  an 
action  against  the  owner  aad  the  watchman. 
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the  plaintiff  had  judgment  for  damages.  On  I 
appeal  it  was  held  that  the  trial  court  had 
erred  in  refusing  to  charge  that,  if  the 
plaintiff  knew  that  the  watchman  was  in  the 
habit  of  discharging  a  gun,  and  went  there 
after  receiving  such  information,  he  could 
not  recover,  even  if  the  defendants  were  neg- 
ligent. "The  defendants,"  said  the  court, 
"were  entitled  to  have  the  jury  instructed 
that,  if  the  plaintiff  voluntarily  exposed 
himself  to  a  known  danger,  he  could  not  re- 
eoN-er  for  the  act  of  the  watchman,  though 
this  act,  in  defense  of  the  master's  property, 
was  without  due  care."  In  McCleary  v. 
Frantz,  160  Pa.  535,  28  Atl.  929,  where 
plaintiff  and  defendant  were  members  of  a 
hunting  party,  and  the  defendant,  shooting 
at  a  rabbit,  hit  plaintiff,  the  court  said  the 
ease  was  one  "for  the  exclusive  considera- 
tion of  the  jury  on  the  questions  of  negli- 
gence and  contributory  negligence."  Other 
decisions  treating  the  contributory  negli- 
gence of  plaintiff  as  a  material  subject  of 
inquiry  in  cases  of  this  character  are: 
Whitten  t.  Hartin,  1G3  Mass.  39,  39  N.  £. 
412;  Bahel  v.  Manning,  supra;  Winans  v. 
Randolph,  169  Pa.  606,  32  Atl.  622.  There  is 
nothing  to  the  contrary  in  Glueck  v.  Scheld, 
125  Cal.  288,  57  Pac.  1003.  All  that  was 
there  decided  was  that,  under  the  peculiar 
facts  shown,  the  jury  had  a  right  to  And 
that  the  alleged  negligence  of  plaintiff  did 
not  contribute  to  his  injury.  In  short,  the 
rules  of  law  governing  actions  for  injuries 
caused  by  the  discharge  of  firearms  are  not 
different  from  the  rules  governing  actions 
for  any  injuries  claimed  to  have  been  in- 
flicted by  the  negligence  of  the  defendant. 
By  reason  of  the  dangerous  nature  of  such 
weapons,  a  person  handling  them  is  held  to 
a  high  degree  of  care.  If  he  has  not  used 
the  degree  of  care  appropriate  to  the  circum- 
stances, and  injury  result,  he  will  be  liable 
to  the  person  injured,  if  the  latter  was 
without  fault.  If,  however,  the  individual 
injured  was  himself  acting  without  due  care 
for  his  own  safety,  and  his  carelessness  di- 
rectly contributed  to  or  caused  the  injury, 
he  will  be  remediless. 

As  we  have  said,  the  question  of  negli- 
gence is  ordinarily  one  for  the  jury,  and 
this  applies  as  well  to  contributory  negli- 
gence as  to  that  claimed  to  inhere  to  the 
conduct  of  defendant.  The  facts  here  shown 
were  certainly  not  such  as  to  preclude  an 
inference  that  plaintiff  had  been  guilty  of 
negligence  contributing  directly  to  his  in- 
jury. Whether  or  not  there  had  been  an 
agreement  by  which  plaintiff  was  to  station 
himself  at  a  point  several  hundred  yards 
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away  from  defendant;  whether  plaintiff  had 
departed  from  that  agreement;  whether 
such  departure  displayed  a  want  of  the  care 
that  would  be  exercised  by  a  reasonably 
prudent  person  in  plaintiff's  position;  and 
whether  such  departure  was,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  the  proximate  cause  of  plaintiff's  in- 
juries,— were  all  questions  which  might, 
under  the  evidence,  have  been  answered 
favorably  to  defendant's  contention.  They 
should  therefore  have  been  submitted  to  the 
jury.  It  certainly  cannot  be  said,  as  matter 
of  law,  that  the  presence  of  plaintiff  in  the 
brush,  opposite  the  point  where,  as  he  knew, 
Byrnes  had  taken  his  stand  for  the  purpose 
of  shooting  a  deer  which  might  come  through 
the  brush,  was  not  negligent.  Nor,  in  view 
of  Byrnes's  testimony  that  he  was  led  to 
fire  by  movements  seen  in  the  brush,  can 
it  be  said,  as  matter  of  law,  that  there  was 
no  causal  connection  between  Rudd's  actions 
and  his  being  wounded  by  the  shot. 

For  the  purposes  of  a  new  trial,  which  is 
made  necessary  by  what  we  have  said,  the 
other  points  made  by  appellant  may  be 
briefly  mentioned.  We  think  the  court  did 
not  err  in  rejecting  evidence  of  the  custom 
of  hunters  along  coast  rivers.  The  standard 
of  care  required  of  persons  under  given  cir- 
cumstances is  not  to  be  established  by  proof 
that  others  have  been  in  the  habit  of  acting 
in  a  certain  manner.  Pulsifer  v.  Berry,  87 
Me.  405,  32  Atl.  986.  The  failure  of  plain- 
tiff to  comply  with  a  custom,  departure 
from  which  would  put  him  in  danger,  might 
be  relevant  on  the  issue  of  contributory  neg- 
ligence, if  it  appeared  that  the  custom  was 
known  to  him  at  the  time  of  the  transac- 
tion. No  attempt  was  made  to  show  such 
knowledge  here.  Furthermore,  the  excluded 
evidence  could  have  no  weight  in  this  case, 
where  the  plaintiff  admitted  having  made  an 
express  agreement  which  went  fully  as  far 
as  the  alleged  custom. 

The  court  should  have  allowed  evidence  of 
plaintiff's  statements  to  the  effect  that  the 
injury  resulted  from  his  own  fault.  They 
were  declarations  of  a  party,  against  his 
interest.  Code  Civ.  Proc.  §  1870,  subd.  2. 
But  here  the  facts  were  fully  shown  by 
plaintiff's  own  testimony,  and  the  exclusion 
of  his  mere  conclusion  on  the  issue  which 
was  finally  to  be  determined  by  the  jury 
could  not  have  been  prejudicial  to  appellant. 

The  judgment  and  the  order  denying  a 
new  trial  are  reversed. 

We  concur:  AngellottI,  JJ. ;  Shaw,  J.j 
Iiorigan,  J.;  Mclvln,  J.;  Henshaw,  J. 
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PEOPLE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS 

V. 

JOHN  PFEIFFER,  Plff.  in  Err. 
(243  111.  200,  90  N.  E.  680.) 

Forgery  —  passing  of  duplicate  note. 

One  who  secures  the  execution  of  a  dupli- 
cate note  by  fraudulently  representing  that 
the  original  was  lost  or  destroyed  does  not, 
by  passing  it  for  value,  become  guilty  of 
forgery,  under  a  statute  malcing  the  i)ass- 
ing  or  uttering  of  a  forged  instrument 
forgery,  on  the  theory  that  the  note  is  in 
fact  false  because  it  is  not  what,  on  its 
face,  it  purports  to  be. 

(Hand   and   Carter,  J  J.,   dissent.) 

(December  22,  1909.) 

I7RR0R  to  the  Criminal  Court  for  Cook 
J  County  to  review  a  judgment  convict- 
ing defendant  of  forgery.     Reversed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Ilanlon  for  plaintiff  in  error. 
Messrs.  W.  A.  Rittcniionse  and  Joseph 
L.  McNnb,  with  Messrs.  W.  H.  Stead,  At- 
torney   General,    John    E.    W.    Waynian, 
and  June  C.  Smith,  for  the  People. 

Vlckers,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 
John  Pfeiffer,  plaintiff  in  error,  was  in- 


dicted, tried,  and  convicted  in  the  criminal 
court  of  Cook  county  of  forgery,  lie  has 
sued  out  a  writ  of  error  from  this  court  to 
obtain  a  review  of  the  record. 

The  only  error  insisted  ui)on  in  this  court 
is  that,  conceding  all  of  the  facts  testified 
to  by  the  witnesses  for  the  people,  they 
do  not  make  a  case  of  forgery. 

The  undisputed  facts  established  by  the 
evidence  are  as  follows:  On  the  16th  of 
November,  1901,  the  premises  known  as  882 
West  Monroe  street,  in  the  city  of  Chica- 
go, were  owned  in  fee  simple  by  Ernest  G. 
Troy,  Harry  L.  Troy,  and  their  mother, 
Emeline  Troy.  Emeline  Troy  afterwards 
quitclaimed  her  interest  in  the  property 
to  the  two  sons.  At  the  time  referred 
to  there  was  an  encumbrance  upon  the  prop- 
erty for  $1,000,  held  by  Anna  M.  Blodgett. 
The  Troys  desired  to  negotiate  a  furtlier 
loan  of  $2,000  upon  this  property,  and  on 
the  date  above  named  a  loan  for  $2,000 
was  made  on  the  property  by  Ilulda  Vogel, 
who  was  represented  in  the  transaction  by 
plaintiff  in  error  as  her  attorney.  On  the 
19th  of  November,  1901,  the  Troy  brothers 
and  their  mother  executed  their  promissory 
note  for  $2,000,  together  with  ten  interest 
coupon  notes  for  $60  each,  payable  to  them- 
selves, and  indorsed  them  to  Hulda  VogeU 
To  secure  the  payment  of  the  said  notes,  the 
Troys  executed  a  trust  deed  on  the  property 


Kote.  —  Fraudulently    procuring    genu- 
ine signature  as  forgery. 

This  note  deals  only  with  the  criminal 
nature  of  the  act  under  consideration,  and 
does  not  cover  cases  passing  on  the  civil 
liability  on  instruments  which  have  been 
so  executed.  Neither  does  it  include  cases 
where  a  genuine  signature  was  voluntarily 
delivered  to  a  person  for  a  specified  pur- 
pose and  was  subsequently  diverted  to  an 
unauthorized  use. 

By  the  great  weight  of  authority  it  is 
held  that  fraudulently  procuring  a  genuine 
signature  to  an  instrument  does  not  con- 
stitute forgery. 

Thus  one  who  writes  a  promissory  note 
for  one  amount,  and  fraudulently  reads  it 
to  an  illiterate  person  as  a  note  for  a 
smaller  amount,  and  thereby  procures  such 
person  to  sign  it  as  maker,  is  not  guilty 
of  forgery.  Com.  v.  Sankev,  22  Pa.  390, 
60  Am.  Dec.  91 ;  Hill  V.  Stn'te,  1  Ycrg.  76, 
24  Am.  Dec.  441.  The  court  in  the  latter 
case  said:  "But  it  cannot  be  pretended 
that  any  false  bond  uttered  to  induce  a  real 
signing  of  an  instrument  can  make  a  for- 
gery under  our  statute — see  2  East,  P.  C. 
85(i,  §  5 — ^because  the  party  himself  signed 
this  deed,  prima  facie  it  is  his  bond;  and 
to  avoid  it,  from  the  facts  found,  he  roust, 
under  the  law,  plead  a  special  non  est 
factum;  to  wit,  must  confess  that  he  did 
seal  the  instrument,  but  that  he  was  in- 
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duced  to  it  by  the  false  reading,  and  there- 
fore not  his  deed.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
facts  found  making  out  nothing  more  than 
a  cheat,  for  which  the  party  might  have 
been  and  yet  ought  to  be  indicted." 

And  where  one  dealing  with  an  illiterate 
person  writes  a  note  for  a  larger  amount 
than  authorized,  falsely  reads  it  back,  and 
signs  the  names  of  the  maker  and  a  wit- 
ness, who  both  then  subscribe  their  mark, 
he  is  guilty  of  cheating  and  swindling,  but 
not  of  forgery.  Wells  v.  State,  89  Ga.  788, 
15  S.  E.  679. 

So,  it  is  held  that  procuring  the  execu- 
tion of  a  note  by  misstatements  of  fact  is 
not  forgery,  and  evidence  that  misstate- 
ments of  a  like  character  have  been  made 
to  others  is  inadmissible  in  such  a  case  in 
an  indictment  for  forgery.  State  v.  Mitten, 
36  Mont.  376,  92  Pac.  969. 

And  inducing  another  by  false  and  fraud- 
ulent representations  to  sign  a  deed  is  not 
forgery,  but  constitutes  a  crime  under  a 
statute  defining  false  pretenses  and  cheats. 
Johnson  v.  State,  87  Miss.  502,  39  So.  692. 

And  procuring  one  to  sign  a  receipt  by 
inducing  him  to  believe  that  it  was  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  amount  agreed  upon,  when  in 
fact  it  had  been  fraudulently  altered  to  a 
!  larger  amount,  does  not  constitute  forgery. 
I  R.  V.  Chadwick,  2  Moody  &  R.  545. 

And  a  statute  declaring  one  to  be  guilty 
of  forgery  who  knowing  an  instrument  to 
be  forgcdor  altered,  with  intent  to  defraud. 
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above  referred  to  in  whicb  plaintiff  in  er- 
ror was  named  as  trustee,  with  the  usual 
powers  incident  to  such  trust.  The  notes 
were  delivered  to  Hulda  Vogel  and  by  her 
placed  in  her  safety  deposit  vault,  and  in 
May,  1903,  she  sailed  for  Europe,  leaving 
the  notes  in  the  vault,  excapt  two  or  three 
of  the  interest  coupons  which  had  been  paid 
at  maturity.  The  trust  deed  was  retained 
by  plaintiff  in  error.  Some  time  in  the 
month  of  June,  1003,  the  Troy  brothers  had 
an  offer  of  $4,730  for  said  property  by 
Elizabeth  Greenwood  Lighthall,  which  they 
desired  to  accept.  The  money  was  placed 
in  escrow  with,  the  Chicago  Title  &  Trust 
Company;  the  escrow  agreement  being 
signed  by  Ernest  G.  and  Harry  L.  Troy 
and  by  John  Pfeiffer,  their  attorney,  and 
by  John  Pfeiffer  personally.  Under  the 
agreement  the  money  placed  with  the  trust 
company  was  only  to  be  paid  on  the  written 
order  of  Mrs.  Lighthall.  She  insisted  that 
the  Blodgott  encumbrance  and  the  Vogel 
trust  deed  should  be  released  of  record  be- 
fore the  money  was  paid  over  to  the  Troys. 
The  absence  from  the  United  States  of 
Mrs.  Vogel  made  it  impossible  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  notes,  which  she  had  left 
in  her  safety  deposit  vault,  in  Chicago. 
The  evidence  shows  that  on  June  IG,  3903, 
the  plaintiff  in  error  wrote  a  letter  to  Har- 
ry and  Emeline  Troy,  in  which  he  stated 
that  the  original  notes  were  either  lost  or 


misplaced,  and  asked  the  Troy  boys  and 
their  wives  and  Emeline  Troy  to  sign  a 
new  set  ot  notes,  which  were  inclosed  in  the 
letter,  to  be  used  in  lieu  of  the  original 
notes.  The  Troys,  accordingly,  signed  the 
$2,000  note  and  the  interest  coupon  notes, 
and  returned  them  to  the  plaintiff  in  error. 
These  notes,  together  with  the  trust  deed, 
were  turned  over  by  plaintiff  in  error  to 
the  Chicago  Title  &,  Trust  Compony,  and 
at  the  same  time  he  deposited  a  release 
deed  releasing  the  $2,000  trust  deed,  and 
he  received  from  the  Chicago  Title  &  Trust 
Company  a  check  for  $2,060,  being  the  full 
amount  due  under  the  Vogel  trust  deed. 
The  plaintiff  in  error  did  not  account  to 
his  client  for  this  money.  The  indictment 
charges  him  with  forging  and  uttering  the 
last  set  of  notes.  Tlie  evidence  is  uncon- 
tradicted that  the  Troys  signed  thrss  notes, 
and  that  they  understood  at  the  time  they 
were  so  signed  that  they  were  to  be  useJ 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  release  of  the 
Vogel  trust  deed.  The  only  question  to  be 
decided  in  this  case  is  whether  the  forego- 
ing facts  warrant  a  conviction  of  plain- 
tiff in  error  of  the  crime  of  forgery. 

In  the  case  of  Goodman  v.  People,  22S 
111.  :54,'81  N.  E.  830,  we  had  occasion  to 
quote  a  number  of  common-law  deflnitiona 
of  the  offense  of  forgery,  and  from  these 
auUiorities  it  was  held  that  in  order  tc 
constitute  forgery  the  three  following  ele- 


utters  or  disposes  of  it  as  true,  has  no  ap- 
plication to  a  release  executed  by  a  bene- 
ficiary of  an  insurance  policy  the  signature 
to  which  is  genuine,  althoujfh  it  was  exe- 
cuted imder  a  mistake  or  in  ignorance  ot 
its  contents,  induced  by  the  fraud  or  de- 
ceit of  the  representative  of  the  insurance 
company,  since  it  must  be  shown  that  the 
instrument  was  forged.  People  v.  Under- 
bill, 142  N.  Y.  38,  36  N.  E.  1049. 

Nor  is  it  forgery  to  induce  the  signer  of 
a  bond  to  consent  to  the  delivery  of  the 
bond  as  his,  after  it  has  been  materially 
altered,  by  making  false  and  fraudulent 
representations  that  facts  existed  which 
would  render  the  alteration  of  no  import- 
ance to  him,  although  the  signer  assented 
on  condition  that  the  representations  were 
true.    State  v.  Flanders,  33  N.  H.  324. 

And  one  who,  by  false  pretenses,  obtains 
blank  indorsements  left  by  a  merchant  with 
hia  clerk,  and  fraudulently  fills  them  up 
and  uses  them,  is  not  guilty  of  forgery. 
Putnam  v.  Sullivan,  4  Mass.  45,  3  Am. 
Dec.  206.  To  the  same  effect  is  State  v. 
Kroeger,  47  Mo.  552. 

But  a  different  result  has  been  reached  in 
some  cases. 

Thus  it  has  been  held  that  one  who  pre- 
pares a  deed  and  falsely  represents  its  con- 
tents to  another  and  induces  him  to  execute 
it,  with  intent  to  defraud  him,  is  guiltv  of 
forgery.  State  v.  Shurtliff,  18  Me.  368. 
The  court  said:  "The  whole  was  done  by 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  hand,  or  by  the  procurement  of  the  de- 
fendant. It  does  not  lei^sen  the  turpitude 
of  the  offense,  that  the  party  whom  he 
sought  to  defraud  was  made  in  part  his 
involuntary  agent  in  effecting  his  purpose. 
If  he  had  employed  any  other  hand,  be 
would  have  been  responsible  for  the  act. 
In  truth  the  signature  to  that  false  instru- 
ment, in  a  moral  and  legal  point  of  view, 
is  as  much  imputable  to  him,  as  if  he  had 
done  it  with  his  own  hand.  The  art  and 
management  used  has  no  tendency  to  miti- 
gate the  charge.  And  the  opinion  of  the 
court  is  that  the  crime  of  forgery  has  been 
committed." 

And  it  has  also  been  held  in  this  state 
that  an  instrument  the  siprnature  to  whicii 
is  obtained  by  the  fraudulent  representa- 
tions that  the  signer  is  signing  a  recei|)t, 
when  in  fact  he  is  signing  a  promissory 
note,  is  a  iois'e.ry,  although  the  signature  is 
genuine.  Biodeford  Nat.  Bank  v.  Hill,  102 
Me.  346,  120  Am.  St.  Eep.  499,  66  Atl.  721. 

And  it  was  held  in  Clay  v.  Schwab,  1 
Mich.  N.  P.  168,  that  it  was  forgery  to  in- 
duce an  illiterate  person  to  sign  a  note,  by 
fraudulently  reading  it  to  him  as  a  contract 
for  certain  machines. 

And  one  who  procures  a  note  to  be  signed 
by  an  innocent  party,  intending  to  use  it 
OS  the  note  of  a  third  party,  and  thereby 
defraud  another,  has  been  held  guilty  of 
forgery.  Com.  v.  Foster,  114  Mass.  311,  19 
Am.  Itep.  353. 
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inents  must  exist:  (1)  There  must  be  a 
false  writing  or  alteration  of  an  instru- 
ment; (2)  the  instruments  as  made  must 
be  apparently  capable  of  defrauding;  (3) 
there  must  be  an  intent  to  defraud.  The 
definition  of  "forgery"  found  in  paragraph 
105  of  our  Criminal  Code  (Kurd's  Rev.  Stat. 
1908,  chap.  38)  is,  in  substance,  the  com- 
mon-law definition  extended  to  take  in  soma 
instruments  which  were  not  known  to  the 
common  law.  There  is,  under  our  statute, 
no  distinction  between  making,  altering,  or 
counterfeiting  an  instrument  with  intent  to 
prejudice,  and  in  uttering,  publishing,  and 
passing  as  true  and  genuine  any  such  forged 
instrument  with  an  intent  to  damage  or  de- 
fraud, knowing  the  same  to  be  false,  al- 
tered, forged,  or  counterfeited.  Every  per- 
son who  is  guilty  either  of  making  and 
forging,  or  uttering  and  passing,  or  at- 
tempting to  utter  and  pass,  under  the  condi- 
tions named  in  the  statute,  is  deemed  guilty 
of  forgery. 

It  is  conceded  on  behalf  of  the  state  that 
plaintiff  in  error  is  not  guilty  of  falsely 
making  and  forging  the  notes  in  question; 
but  it  is  strenuously  contended  that  the 
delivery  of  the  notes  to  the  Chicago  Title 
b  Trust  Company  constituted  an  uttering 
and  passing  of  such  notes,  and  therefore 
a  forgery  under  our  statute,  if  such  notes 
were,  in  fact,  forgeries  and  known  to  be 
such  by  plaintiff  in  error.  It  is  contended 
by  the  defendants  in  error:  That  these 
notes  were,  in  fact,  false;  that  they  pur- 
ported on  their  face  to  have  been  made  on 
the  16th  of  November,  1901,  when,  in  fact, 
they  were  made  in  June,  1903;  and  that 
the  uttering  and  passing  of  such  notes  by 
plaintiff  in  error,  knowing  that  the  notes 
were  not  what  they  purported  to  be,  con- 
stitute the  offense  of  forgery,  and  some  au- 
thorities, mainly  from  English  courts  and 
writers,  are  cited  which  seem  to  support 
that  view.  The  case  of  R.  v.  Ritson,  L.  R. 
1  C.  C.  200,  is  the  strongest  of  these  au- 
thorities in  support  of  the  state's  conten- 
tion. The  facts  in  that  case  are  as  fol- 
lows: In  January,  letiS,  R.,  the  owner, 
borrowed  from  G.  £730,  giving  him  an  equi- 
table mortgage  and  deposit  of  title  deeds. 
In  May  of  the  same  year  R.  went  into  bank- 
ruptcy.- 6.  came  into  possession  of  the  land 
by  deed  from  R.  and  the  trustee  in  bank- 
ruptcy. Subsequently  the  son  of  R.  com- 
menced an  action  of  trespass  against  G. ; 
he  holding  a  deed  from  R.  which  pur- 
ported to  be  executed  in  March,  two  months 
prior  to  the  deed  to  G.  The  deed  hnd,  in 
fact,  been  executed  after  the  execution  of 
the  deed  to  G.  On  behalf  of  the  prisoner 
it  was  contended  that  the  deed  could  not 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


be  a  forgery,  because  it  was  really  executed 
by   the   parties   by   whom   it  purported  to 
be  made.     On  behalf  of  the  prosecution  it 
was  contended  that  it  was  a  forgery  because 
it  was  a  false  deed  fraudulently  made.    The 
case  was  argued  before  the  judges  en  banc, 
and  the  separate  opinion  of  each  judge  holds 
it  to  be  forgery.     The  following  quotation 
from  the  separate  opinion  of  Kelly,  Ch.  B., 
states  the  view  of  the  court  and  the  reason- 
ing  employed   to   support   the   conclusion: 
"The  definition  of  forgery   is  not,  as  has 
been  suggested  in  argument,  that  every  in- 
strument containing  false  statements  fraud- 
ulently  made  is  a  forgery;    but,  adopting 
the   correction   of   my   Brother   Blackburn, 
that   every  instrument  which   fraudulently 
purports  to  be  that  which  it  is  not  b  a 
forgery,  whether  the  falseness  of  the  instru- 
ment consists  in  the  fact  that  it  is  made  in 
a  false  name,  or  that  the  pretended  date, 
when    that   is   a   material    portion   of  the 
deed,  is  not  the  date  at  which  the  deed  was, 
in  fact,  executed.     I  adopt  this  definition. 
It  is  impossible  to  distinguish  this  case  in 
principle  from  those  in  which  deeds  made 
in  a  false  name  are  held  to  be  forgeries.'' 
This  case,  and  others  in  line  with  it,  ap- 
parently make  no  distinction  between  an  in- 
strument which  is  forged  and  counterfeited 
and  the  genuine  instrument,  which  the  mak- 
er is  induced  to  execute  through  th*  fraud 
and  misrepresentation  of  another.     All  of 
the  American  and  some  of  the  later  Eng- 
lish cases  on  the  subject,  so  far  as  we  are 
advised,  with  the  single  exception  of  State 
V.  Shurtliff,   18  Me.  308,  agree  that  it  is 
not  forgery  to   procure  the  signing  of  an 
instrument  by  tlie  party   purporting  to  be 
bound  by  it,  by  fraudulent  representations, 
or   by   falsely    reading   it   in    his    hearing, 
where    he    is   illiterate.      R.    v.    Collins,   2 
Moody    &    R.    461;    R.    T.    Chadwick,    2 
Moody  &  R.  543 ;  Hill  v.  State,  1  Yerg.  76, 
24  Am.  Dec.  441;   Com.  v.  Sankey,  22  Pa. 
390,   60   Am.    Dec.   91.      In   the   case   last 
above   cited,   the   defendant  wrote   a   note, 
payable  to  himself,  for  $141,  and  got  an 
illiterate   man   to   sign    it   by    falsely   and 
fraudulently  pretending  that  it  was  for  $41 
only.      In    disposing   of    this    case.    Black, 
Chief  Justice,  speaking  for  the  court,  said: 
"The  act  was  a  forgery  according  to  all  the 
text-writers  on  criminal  law,  from  Coke  to 
Wharton;    but   their   doctrine   is   not  sus- 
tained by  the  ancient  English  cases  and  is 
opposed  by  the  modem  ones.     Only  three 
American   decisions  were  cited  on  the  ar- 
gument,  and  we  take  it  for  granted  that 
there  are  no  others  on  the  point.     Two  of 
these   (Putnam  t.  Sullivan,  4  Mass.  45,  3 
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Am.  Dec  206;  Hill  ▼.  State,  supra)  are 
wholly  with  the  defendant,  and  the  other 
(State  T.  Shurtliff,  18  Me.  371)  supporta 
the  argument  of  the  commonwealth's  coun- 
teL  The  weight  of  the  judicial  authori- 
ties is  in  favor  of  the  opinion  that  this  is 
no  forgery.  We  think  that  the  arguments 
drawn  from  principle,  and  the  reason  of 
the  thing,  preponderate  on  the  same  side. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  in  morals  such 
an  imposture  as  this  stands  no  better  than 
the  making  of  a  false  paper;  but  even  a 
knave  must  not  be  punished  for  one  of- 
fense because  he  has  been  guilty  of  an- 
iitlier.  Forgery  is  the  fraudulent  making 
or  altering  of  a  writing  to  the  prejudice 
of  another's  right.  The  defendant  was 
guilty  of  the  fraud,  but  not  of  the  making. 
The  paper  was  made  by  the  other  person 
him!<elf,  in  prejudice  of  his  own  right.  To 
mmplete  the  offense,  according  to  the  defi- 
nition, it  requires  a  fraudulent  intent  and 
a  making  both.  The  latter  is  innocent  with- 
out the  former,  and  the  former,  if  carried 
into  effect  without  the  latter,  is  merely  a 
choat.  If  every  trick  or  false  pretense  or 
fraudulent  act  by  which  a  person  is  in- 
duced to  put  his  name  to  a  paper  which  he 
would  not  otherwise  have  signed  is  to  be 
called  a  forgery,  where  shall  we  stop,  and 
what  shall  be  the  rule!  Is  it  forgery  to 
take  a  note  for  a  debt  known  not  to  be 
due?  Or  to  procure  a  deed  for  valuable 
land  by  fraudulently  representing  to  the 
ij>norant  owner  that  it  is  worthless?  Or 
to  get  a  legacy  inserted  in  a  will  by  impos- 
ing on  a  weak  man  in  his  illness?  All 
these  would  be  frauds — frauds  perpetrated 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  papers  signed 
— as  much  as  that  which  was  committed  in 
this  case;  but  no  one  thinks  they  are  for- 
geries." 

The  case  of  Putnam  v.  Sullivan,  supra, 
supports  the  Pennsylvania  case  above  quot- 
ed from,  as  does  also  the  Tennessee  case 
of  Hill  v.  State,  supra.     Since  under  our 
ttatutc  forgery  and  obtaining  the  signature 
of  a  person  to  a  written  instrument  by  a 
false  pretense  or   false   representation    are 
separate  and  distinct  offenses,  the  reason- 
in);  of  those  courts  which  hold  that  it  is 
not  a  forgery  to  obtain  the  signature  of  a 
person  to  an  instrument  by  a  false  pretense 
or  a  false  representation  is  better  adapted 
to  the  laws  of  this  state  than  those  cases 
«bich  seem  to  ignore  the  distinction,  and 
hold  that  to  be  forgery  which,   under  our 
statute,  would  clearly  be  punishable  as  a 
false  pretense.     Our  legisluture   recognizes 
a  distinction   in    these  offenses,   and   it   is 
OUT  duty  to  enforce  the  law  as  it  exists 
in  this  state.     However   reprehensible  the 
conduct  of  plaintiff  in  error  may  be  when 
viewed  from  a  moral   standpoint   or  from 
J«  UIA.(N.S,) 


its  criminality  under  other  statutes,  if  he 
is  not  guilty  of  the  offense  charged  in  this 
indictment,  he  is  entitled  to  an  acquittal. 
The  judgment  of  the  Criminal  Court  of 
Cook  county  is  reversed. 

Hand  and  Carter,  JJ.,  dissenting: 
The  crime  of  forgery  may  be  committed 
by  passing  as  true  and  genuine,  with  intent 
to  defraud,  an  instrument  in  writing  which 
is  known  to  the  person  passing  the  same 
not  to  be  what  it  purports  upon  its  face 
to  be.  The  crime  of  forgery  was  committed 
in  this  case  by  passing  the  duplicate  notes 
as  the  original  notes  with  intent  to  de- 
fraud, and  it  cannot  be  said  the  crime  of 
forgery  was  not  committed  because  the  du- 
plicate notes  were  signed  by  the  Troys.  H 
was  not  the  causing  of  the  duplicate  notes 
to  be  made,  but  passing  them  as  the  origi- 
nals with  intent  to  defraud,  which  consti- 
tuted the  crime  of  forgery.  Gregory  v. 
State,  26  Ohio  St.  510,  20  Am.  Rep.  774; 
Com.  V.  Foster,  114  Mass.  320,  19  Am.  Rep. 
353;  Stnte  v.  Shurtliff,  18  Me.  368;  R.  v. 
Ritson,  L.  R.  1  C.  C.  200;  Luttrell  v.  State, 
85  Tenn.  232,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  760,  1  S.  W. 
886;  State  v.  Farrell,  82  Iowa,  556,  48 
N.  W.  940 ;  Edwards  v.  State,  63  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  50,  126  Am.  St.  Rep.  767,  108  S.  W. 
673. 

Petition   for  rehearing   denied   February 
3,  1910. 
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WILLIAM  F.  LIBBY 

V. 

CITY  OF  PORTLAND.  ' 

(105  Me.  370,  74  Atl.  805.) 

Mnn*ci|)al    corporation  —  private    own- 
ership of  property. 

1.  A  municipal  corporation  may  own, 
control,  and  manage  a  farmhouse  within 
its  limits,  which  has  come  into  its  posses- 
sion in  a  lawful  manner,  disconnected  from 
any  public  use  and  for  its  own  emolument, 
benefit,  and  advantage. 

Same  — unsafe  premises  —  liability. 

2.  A  municipal  corporation  which  right- 
fully attempts  to  operate  for  its  own  benefit 
a  -dkrm  within  its  limits  is  liable  for  in- 
jury to  one  rightfully  on  the  premises, 
through  a  step  which  it  negligently  permitc 
to  become  out  of  repair. 

(May  17,  1909.) 


Note  — As  to  liability  of  municipal  cor- 
porations for  tort  in  connection  with  build- 
ings used  by  them,  see  the  case  note  to  Co- 
lumbia Finance  &  T.  Co.  v.  Louisville,  2S 

L.R.A.(N.S.)    88, 
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Fj^  XCEPTIOXS  by  defendant  to  rulings  of 
J  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  Cum- 
berland County  overruling  demurrers  to  the 
writ  in  an  action  brought  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  personal  injuries  for  which  defend- 
ant was  alleged  to  be  responsible.  Over- 
ruled. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  John  T.  Fagan  and  Clarence 
W.  Peabody,  for  defendant: 

In  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  in- 
juries arising  from  failure  to  keep  public 
works  or  appliances  in  proper  condition, 
facts  must  be  alleged  by  the  plaintiff  show- 
ing that  it  is  within  the  scope  of  the  de- 
fendant's corporate  powers  to  maintain  such 
works  or  appliances,  because,  without  such 
power,  no  duty  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ant is  shown,  and  consequently  no  liability 
for  failure  to  discharge  it. 

14  Ency.  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  238;  Mitchell  v. 
ClintoK,  09  Mo.  153,  12  S.  W.  793;  Hog- 
gard  V.  :Monroe,  51  La.  Ann.  083,  44  L.R.A. 
477,  25  So.  349;  Scele  v.  Deering,  79  Me. 
343,   1   Am.   St.  Rep.  314,  10  Atl.  45. 

The  city  is  not  liable  for  negligence  result- 
ing from  ultra  virrs  acts. 

2  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  §  908;  3  Abbott,  Mun. 
Corp.  §  971  ;  5  Thomp.  Nog.  §§  5798  &.  5800; 
Williams,  Mun.  Liability  for  Tort,  §  10; 
Anthony  v.  A<lain«,  1  Met.  284;  Boj'land  v. 
New  York,  1  Sandf.  27 ;  Smith  v.  Rochester, 
76  N.  y.  506. 

The  maintenance  of  an  almshouse  for  the 
care  of  the  poor  is  a  public  and  governmen- 
tal function,  and  not  a  private  corporate 
business,  although  the  state  fias  imposed 
this  duty  upon  cities  and  towns. 

3  Abbott,  Mun.  Corp.  §§  1094-1000; 
Spring  v.  Hyde  Park,  137  if  ass.  5.54,  50  Am. 
Rep.  334;  New  Bedford  v.  Taunton,  9  Allen, 
207. 

The  rule  of  immunity  applies  not  only 
to  the  acts  of  public  officers  themselves,  but 
to  the  acts  of  all  those  employed  by  them, 
regardless  of  the  grade  of  the  employee. 

Maxmilian  v.  New  York,  02  N.  Y.  100, 
20  Am.  Rep.  468. 

The  city  was  not  liable. 

Hill  V.  Boston,  122  Mass.  344.  23  Am. 
Rpp.  332;  Mains  v.  Ft.  Fairfield,  90  Me.  177, 
69  Atl.  87;  Benton  v.  City  Hospital,  140 
Mass.  13,  54  Am.  Rep.  43«,  1  N.  E.  830; 
Kelley  v.  Boston,  186  Mass.  1G5,  66  L.R.A. 
429,  71  N.  E.  299;  Bryant  v.  St.  Paul,  33 
Minn.  289,  53  Am.  Rep.  31,  23  N.  W.  220; 
Maxmilian  v.  New  Y'ork,  supra. 

Negligence  in  the  construction  or  main- 
tenance of  a  building  designed  and  used  for 
a  public  purpose  is  to  be  distinguished  from 
negligence  in  the  conduct  of  business  of  a 
private  character,  although  run  in  connec- 
tion therewith. 

Moulton  V.  Scarborough,  71  Me.  307,  30 
■id  L.R.A.(N.S  ) 


Am.  Rep.  308;  Neff  v.  Wellesley,  148  Mass. 
487,  2  L.R.A.  500,  20  N.  E.  111. 

That  a  city  derives  some  incidental  gain 
and  advantage  from  the  use  of  a  publiu 
building  does  not  render  it  responsible  for 
negligent  maintenance  thereof. 

Kelley  v.  Boston,  supra;  Curran  t.  Bos- 
ton, 151  Mass.  505,  8  L.R.A.  243,  21  Am. 
St.  Rep.  405,  24  N.  E.  781 ;  Benton  v.  C"ity 
Hospital,  supra;  Haley  v.  Boston,  191  Mass. 
291,  5  L.U.A.(N.S.)    1005,  77  N.  E.  888. 

Mr.  William  Lyons,  for  plaintiff: 

Defendant  was  engaged  in  carrying  on  the 
farm  on  a  large  scale  for  its  own  profit  and 
emoliunent,  and  not  in  the  i)erformance  of 
any  public  duty  imposed  upon  it  by  law, 
and  therefore  is  liable  as  an  individual 
owner  and  occupier. 

Small  v.  Danville,  51  Me.  359;  Wood- 
cock v.  Calais,  06  Me.  234;  Moulton  v.  Scar- 
borough, 71  Me.  207,  30  Am.  Rep.  308; 
Oliver  v.  Worcester,  102  Mass.  489,  3  Am. 
Rep.  485;  Neff  v.  Wellesley,  148  Mass.  4S7, 
2  L.R.A.  500,  20  N.  E.  Ill;  Davies  v.  Bos- 
ton, 190  Mass.  104,  70  N.  E.  003:  Haley  v. 
Boston,  191  Mass.  291,  5  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  1000, 
77  N.  E.  888. 

Cornish,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court; 

Action  on  the  case  for  personal  injuries 
alleged  to  have  lieen  s\istained  by  the  plain- 
tiff by  reason  of  the  defective  condition  of 
the  basement  step  of  a  building  belonging 
to  the  defendant.  The  writ  contains  two 
counts.  A  general  demurrer  was  filed  to 
each  count.  The  presiding  justice  overruled 
both  demurrers  and  the  defendant  alleged 
exceptions.  If  either  count  sets  forth  a 
cause  of  action,  the  exceptions  must  be  over- 
ruled. 

The  first  count  alleges  in  substance  that 
the  defendant  was  the  lawful  owner  and  In 
the  lawful  possession,  control,  and  manage- 
ment of  a  certain  farm,  with  the  buildings 
thereon,  which  it  was  operating  in  the  usual 
method  of  husbandry,  and  that  "all  of  said 
buildings,  land,  and  other  property  were 
then  and  there  used  by  the  said  defendant 
for  its  own  emolument,  profit,  and  advan- 
tage." It  nowhere  alleges  or  even  intimates 
that  this  was  a  poor  farm,  and  that  the 
building,  where  the  injury  was  received,  was 
a  city  almshouse.  The  second  count  is 
based  squarely  on  the  allegation  of  an  alms- 
house, in  the  maintenance  of  which  negli- 
gence is  charged.  It  is  necessary  to  con- 
sider the  allegations  of  the  first  count  alone, 
the  objection  to  which,  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant,  is  thit  the  alleged  negligeiic;  ap- 
pears to  have  ri-sultcil  from  the  performance 
of  uUra  tircD  acl<  by  the  city,  and  that  the 
city  cannot  be  held  liable  in  the  performance 
of  such  acts.    This  leads  us  to  a  brief  cou- 
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rideration  of  the  rights,  powers,  duties,  and 
liabilities  of  municipal  corporations  in  this 
state. 

In  the  absence  of  any  special  rights  con- 
ferred or  liabilities  imposed  by  legislative 
charter,  towns  and  cities  act  in  a  dual  ca- 
pacity, the  one  corporate,  the  other  govern- 
mental. To  the  former  belongs  the  perform- 
ance of  acts  done  in  what  may  be  called 
their  private  character,  in  the  management 
of  property  or  rights  held  voluntarily  for 
their  own  immediate  profit  and  advantage 
as  a  corporation,  although  ultimately  inur- 
ing to  the  benefit  of  the  public,  such  as  tlie 
ownership  and  management  of  real  estate, 
the  making  of  contracts,  and  the  riglit  to 
sue  and  be  sued;  to  the  latter  belongs  the 
discharge  of  duties  imposed  upon  them  by 
the  legislature  for  the  public  benefit,  such 
as  the  support  of  the  p3or,  the  maintenance 
of  schools,  the  construction  and  mainte- 
nance of  highways  and  bridged,  and  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  taxes.  This  dis- 
tinction is  sharply  defined  in  a  long  line  of 
(ippisions  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  cite 
only  the  following:  Eastman  r.  Meredith,  36 
X.  H.  284,  72  Am.  Dec.  302;  Oliver  v.  Wor- 
cester, 102  Mass.  489,  3  Am.  Rep.  483; 
Small  V.  Danville,  51  Me.  359;  Bryant  v. 
Westbrook.  86  Me.  450,  29  Atl.  1100.  Tlie 
Revised  Statutes  recognize  this  twofold 
character;  chapter  4,  §  1,  making  the  in- 
habitants of  each  town  a  body  corporate, 
and  chapter  1,  §  1,  making  towns  a  sub- 
division of  the  state. 

The  precise  question  is  whether  the  city 
of  Portland  acting  in  its  corporate  capacity 
could  lawfully  own,  control,  and  mana;;e  a 
farmhouse  within  its  limits,  disconnected 
from  any  public  use,  and  for  its  own  emolu- 
ment, profit,  and  advantage 

1.  It  may  be  conceded  that  a  city  or  town 
would  not  have  the  right  to  raise  money  by 
taxation  for  the  purchase  of  such  a  farm 
any  more  than  for  the  establishment  of 
manufactories  (Opinion  of  Justices,  58  Me. 
590),  or  for  the  erection  of  buildings  for 
the  purpose  of  renting  them  as  stores,  or 
hanks,  or  halls  (French  y.  Quincy,  3  Allen, 
9). 

But  it  does  not  follow  that  a  city  or  town 
might  not  be  the  lawful  and  legal  owner  of 
a  farm  or  of  a  block  of  rentable  buildings, 
and  might  not  as  such  owner  maintain  the 
same  for  its  own  pecuniary  advantage. 

Suppose,  by  way  of  illustration,  that  the 
municipal  oflScers  of  a  town  bid  in,  in  behalf 
of  the  town,  real  estate  sold  for  nonpay- 
ment of  taxes,  as  they  are  authorized  to  do 
by  Rev.  Stat.  chap.  10,  §  85.  It  is  clearly 
the  purpose  of  the  statute  that  the  title 
shall  vest  in  the  town,  if  the  statutory  pro- 
ceedings have  been  complied  with  and  the 
property  is  not  redeemed  by  the  owner- 
;«  L.B.A.(N.S.) 


Such  vesting  of  title  confers  upon  the  town 
all  the  ordinary  incidents  of  lawful  owner- 
ship, among  which  is  the  right  to  use  and 
utilize.  Must  the  town,  although  the  law- 
ful owner,  yet  because  it  is  a  town,  let  the 
property,  if  land,  lie  fallow,  or  if  buildings, 
remain  vacant  and  unrented?  Such  a  hol- 
low result  cannot  be  the  purpose  of  the 
statute. 

Suppose,  again,  that  some  benefactor 
should  convey  by  deed  or  devise  by  will, 
such  real  estate  to  the  town  as  a  gift,  would 
not  the  title  vest,  and  would  not  the  town 
be  authorized  to  manage  and  maintain  the 
property  for  profit  until  some  other  disposi- 
tion of  it  might  be  deemed  advisable!  Gifts 
of  real  estate  should  stand  on  no  diflTerent 
basis  than  gifts  of  money,  and  certainly  the 
treasury  would  be  lawfully  enriched  by  such 
benefactions,  in  either  form. 

The  authorities  so  hold.  Dillon  on  Muni- 
cipal Corp.  vol.  2,  §  566,  states  the  principle 
thus:  "Municipal  and  public  corporations 
may  be  the  objects  of  public  and  private 
bounty.  This  is  reasonable  and  just.  They 
are,  in  law,  clothed  with  the  power  of  In- 
dividuality. They  are  placed  by  law  under 
various  obligations  and  duties.  Burdens  of 
a  peculiar  character  rest  upon  compact  pop- 
ulations residing  within  restricted  and  nar- 
row limits,  to  meet  which,  property  and  rev- 
enues are  absolutely  necessary,  and  there- 
fore legacies  of  personal  property,  devises 
of  real  property,  and  grants  or  gifts  of 
either  species  of  property,  directly  to  the 
corporation  for  its  own  use  and  benefit,  in- 
tended to  and  which  have  the  effect  to  ease 
it  of  its  obligations  or  lighten  the  burdens 
of  its  citizens,  are,  in  the  absence  of  disab- 
ling or  restraining  statutes,  valid  in  law." 

There  is  no  such  disabling  statute  in  this 
state,  but,  on  the  contrary,  cities  and  towns 
are  expressly  authorized  to  receive  and  car- 
ry out  the  terms  of  conditional  gifts  (Rev. 
Stat.  chap.  4,  $§  80,  81 ),  and  of  trust  funds 
(Rev.  Stat.  chap.  4,  §§  82-85).  The  neces- 
sity  of  express  action  on  the  part  of  the 
municipality  in  fulfilling  the  conditions  of 
such  gifts  and  trusts  rendered  necessary  the 
passage  of  an  enabling  statute.  But,  in  the 
absence  of  any  prohibiting  statute,  such 
municipality  in  its  corporate  capacity  may 
receive  and  hold  gifts  of  either  real  or  per- 
sonal estate.  2  Abbott,  Mun.  Corp.  §  720, 
while  questioning  the  doctrine  as  an  academ- 
ic proposition,  admits  it  to  be  the  law  oi 
the  decisions. 

Worcester  v.  Eaton,  13  Mass.  371,  7  Am. 
Dec.  135,  was  a  real  action  based  upon  a 
deed  of  real  estate  to  the  town  in  considera- 
tion that  the  grantor  should  be  supported 
during  her  natural  life,  and  the  point  was 
raised  in  defense  that  tlie  town  could  no( 
take  the  premises  as  grantee.     In  ovcrrul 
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ing  this  defpnse  the  court  say:  "With 
respect  to  the  capacity  of  the  demandants 
to  take  by  purchase  and  to  hold  real  estate, 
we  cannot  deny  to  towns  such  right,  since, 
by  the  immemorial  usage  of  the  country,  it 
appears  to  have  been  an  incident  to  their 
corporate  powers.  As  early  as  the  year 
1679,  provision  was  made  by  a  colonial  act 
respecting  lands,  woods,  etc.,  owned  by 
towns  in  their  corporate  capacity;  and  au- 
thority was  given  to  the  inhabitants,  by 
vote  of  the  major  part,  to  dispose  of  the 
same  by  grant  of  lots  for  settlement,  .  .  . 
and  it  is  well  known  that  many  towns,  at 
this  day,  are  owners  of  real  estate,  which 
they  hold  in  their  corporate  capacity,  other 
than  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  erect 
schoolhouses  and  other  public  buildings  up- 
on. Whether  the  inhabitants  of  a  town  can 
be  assessed  to  raise  money  for  the  purchase 
of  lands,  to  be  used  for  any  other  purpose 
than  the  execution  of  some  lawful  requisi- 
tion, is  a  different  question.  But  there 
seems  to  be  no  reason  why  there  may  not 
be  a  gift  or  a  devise  to  the  inhabitants." 

This  case  lias  been  cited  with  approval  in 
Oliver  v.  Worcester,  102  Mass.  48»,  3  Am. 
Rep.  485,  and  Com.  v.  Wilder,  127  Mass.  1, 
the  court  affirming  in  the  last  case  that 
"there  is  no  provision  in  the  statute  forbid- 
ding towns  to  hold  real  estate  for  any  par- 
ticular purposes." 

New  Shoreham  v.  Ball,  14  R.  I.  566,  was 
an  action  of  ejectment,  the  plaintiff  town  in 
proof  of  title  adducing  evidence  of  posses- 
sion for  more  than  twenty  y"irs.  The  de- 
fendant contended  that  the  town  could  not 
acquire  title  by  possession  for  any  other 
than  municipal  purposes,  but  the  court, 
speaking  through  Chief  Justice  Durfee,  held 
otherwise,  in  these  words:  "The  cases  cited 
in  support  of  tlie  exceptions  do  not  go  to 
the  point  that  a  town  cannot  acquire  land 
by  possession  for  other  than  municipal  pur- 
poses, but  only  to  the  point  that  it  is  ultra 
rirca  for  a  town  to  p\irchase  land  for  other 
than  such  purposes.  We  think  this  is  quite 
a  different  proposition;  for  a  town  cannot 
purchase  land  without  copending  its  moneys, 
and  it  has  no  right  to  expend  its  moneys, 
i-aised  by  taxation  or  otherwise  for  munici- 
pal purposes,  for  other  purposes.  The  ac- 
quirement of  land  by  possession  does  not  in- 
volve an  expenditure  any  more  than  does 
the  acquirement  of  land  by  deed  of  gift  or 
by  devise;  and  it  has  been  decided  that  a 
gift  or  devise  of  land  to  a  town  is  good, 
even  though  the  land  be  given  or  devised  in 
general  terms,  and  be  accepted  without  any 
intent  to  use  it  directly  for  municipal  pur- 
puses.  .  .  .  Land  so  given,  even  when  not 
wanted  for  municipal  purposes,  may  be  ap- 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


I  plied  by  sale  or  lease  to  the  alleviation  of 
municipal  burdens." 

This  same  principle  has  been  recognized 
frequently  in  the  decisions  of  this  court. 
Moulton  V.  Scarborough,  71  Me.  267,  36  Am. 
Rep.  308;  Camden  t.  Camden,  77  Me.  530- 
53d,  1  Atl.  689;  Bulger  t.  Eden,  t(2  Me. 
35-2,  9  L.R.A.  205,  19  Atl.  829;  Keeley  y. 
Portland,  100  Me.  260-265,  61  Atl.  180. 

Moreover,  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Port- 
land expressly  provides  that  the  city  coun- 
cil "shall  have  the  care  and  superinten- 
dence of  city  buildings  and  the  custody  and 
management  of  all  city  property,  with  power 
to  let  or  sell  what  may  be  legally  let  or 
sold ;  and  to  purchase  and  take,  in  the  name 
of  the  city,  such  real  or  personal  property 
.  .  as  they  may  think  useful  to  the 
public  interest."  Priv.  &  Sp.  Laws  1832, 
chap.  248,  §  4,  p.  381;  Priv.  &  Sp.  Laws 
1863,  chap.  275,  §  7,  p.  258.  The  "custody 
and  management  of  all  city  property"  must 
include  all  to  which  the  city  has  title,  and 
not  simply  what  is  taken  or  purchased  for 
municipal  purposes. 

2.  From  this  proposition  of  lawful  owTier- 
ship  follows  another  that  is  equally  well  set- 
tled, viz.,  that  a  city  or  town  holding  prop- 
erty for  its  own  profit  or  gain  it  liable  for 
negligence  in  its  management  to  the  same 
extent  that  business  corporations  or  individ- 
uals would  be. 

"Where  this  legal  condition  exists,  the 
public  corporation  may,  by  the  exercise  of 
an  express  or  an  assumed  power,  acquire 
property  in  this  capacity,  and  when  this  is 
done  it  will  be  treated  as  a  private  corpora- 
tion and  subject  to  all  the  rules  of  law 
whicli  regulate  rights  and  liabilities  as  de- 
volving upon  a  private  individual.  .  .  . 
Its  rights  and  its  liabilities  are  measured 
strictly  by  the  laws  which  determine  ail 
private  rights  or  liabilities."  2  Abbott,  Mun. 
Corp.  §  720. 

Woodward  v.  Boston,  115  Mass.  81,  was 
an  action  of  tort  brought  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  the  alleged  conversion  of  a  build- 
ing that  had  been  sold  at  auction  by  the 
city  to  the  plaintiff.  The  court  say:  "In 
the  sale  of  this  building  the  city  acted,  in 
its  capacity  as  a  proprietor,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  property  held  for  its  profit  and  ad- 
vantage, as  a  corporation,  and,  as  to  it, 
has  substantially  the  same  rights  and  lia- 
bilities as  a  private  individual."  See  also 
Oliver  v.  Worcester,  102  Mass.  489-500,  3 
Am.  Rep.  485;  Hill  v.  Boston,  122  Mass. 
344-359,  23  Am.  Rep.  332;  Haley  v.  Boston, 
191  Mass.  291,  292,  5  L.R.A. (N.S. )  1003, 
77  K.  K.  888;  Savannah  t.  CuUena,  38  O*. 
334,  95  Am.  Pec.  398. 
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The  dKision  in  Moulton  t.  Scarborough, 
71  Me.  267,  30  Am.  Rep.  308,  must  rest 
■quarely  on  this  principle.  That  case  came 
lu  this  court  on  demurrer  to  the  dechiration, 
in  which  the  plaintiff  alleged  that  the  de- 
fendant town  was  g<iilty  of  negligence  in  the 
manaj^ment  of  a  certain  ram  owned  and 
controlled  by  it.  Like  the  case  at  bar  the 
derlaration  was  barren  of  any  allegation  or 
intimation  that  the  property  wus  used  in 
cunnection  with  the  farm  maintained  by  the 
town  for  the  support  of  the  poor.  Counsel 
for  defendant  in  that  case  sharply  contended 
that  "a  town  cannot  own  property,  except 
when  m;rpHsary  to  aid  in  the  performance 
of  duties  imposed  on  it  by  law.  For  a  town 
to  be  *owner  and  possessor  of  a  ram,'  other- 
wise than  in  the  line  of  its  statutory  duties, 
is  ultra  vires."  The  language  of  the  court 
in  answer  to  this  contention  is  this:  "It 
is  not  claimed  in  support  of  thu  demurrer 
that  tlie  declaration  is  defectit'e;  but  it  is 
contended  in  behalf  of  the  defendants  that 
the  town  had  no  legal  authority  to  own  and 
keep  a  ram ;  that  the  act  was  ultra  vires; 
and  that,  therefore,  the  tnwn  is  not  liable. 
It  is  admitted,  however,  by  the  defendants' 
counsel,  that  if  the  town  could  legally  own 
and  keep  the  ram  for  any  corporate  purpose, 
for  profit  and  gain,  then  it  rests  under  the 
sanie  liability  as  a  person  or  private  cor- 
poration for  its  proper  care  and  control. 
This  is  the  well-settled  rule  of  law." 

The  opinion  then  discusses  the  right  of  a 
town  to  maintain  a  farm  for  the  support  of 
the  poor,  and  to  stock  it  for  ordinary  farm 
purposes,  and  holds  the  declaration  good. 
Later  cases  have  cited  this  decision  with 
approval.  Bulger  v.  Eden,  82  Me.  352,  9 
LR.A.  205,  19  Atl.  829;  Sibley  v.  Penob- 
scot Lumbering  Asso.  93  Me.  399^02,  45 
.^tl.  293 ;  Keeley  v.  Portland,  100  Me.  200- 
2tM.  Al  Atl.  180.  In  this  last  case,  after 
considering  the  nonliability  of  municipal 
corporations  to  a  private  action  for  neglect 
to  perform,  or  negligent  performance  of, 
^>rporate  duties  imposed  upon  it  by  the 
l<^slature,  unless  such  liability  to  action 
hasi  been  given  by  statute,  the  court  adds: 
"It  is  true  there  are  limitations  to  this  rule, 
or  conditions  to  which  it  is  not  applicable, 
the  most  important,  perhaps,  of  which  is 
this:  A  municipal  corporation  lawfully 
owning  and  controlling  property  not  in  the 
performance  of  a  public  duty  enjoined  up- 
on it  by  llw,  but  wholly  or  partially  for  its 
own  profit  or  gain,  is  liable  for  negligence 
in  the  management  of  such  property  to  the 
same  extent  as  business  corporations  or  in- 
dividuals would  be." 

The  Bunicipality,  as  proprietor,  is  not  to 
be  confoanded  with  the  municipality  as  leg- 
islator or  custodian  for  the  public  welfare. 
H  a  building  is  maintainerl  solely  for  a 
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public  purpose,  no  liability  on  the  part  of 
the  city  arises  for  accidents  in  connection 
therewith, — excavation  in  schoolhouse  yard 
(Bigelow  V.  Randolph,  14  Gray,  541);  un- 
.safe  stairway  in  school  building  (Hill  v. 
Boston,  122  Mass.  344,  23  Am.  Rep.  332); 
defective  heating  apparatus  in  school  build- 
ing (VVixon  v.  Newport,  13  R.  I.  454,  43 
Am.  Rep.  35)  ;  unsafe  floor  in  town  house 
(Eastman  v.  Meredith,  36  N.  H.  284,  72 
Am.  Dec.  302).  But  when  property  is  used 
or  business  is  conducted  by  a  city  princi- 
pally for  public  purposes  under  the  au- 
thority of  law,  but  incidentally  and  in  part 
for  profit,  the  city  is  liable  for  negligence 
in  management.  Thus,  for  injury  sustained 
in  falling  through  a  trapdoor  in  a  hall  let 
for  hire,  in  a  city  building  (Worden  v.  New 
Bedford,  131  Mass.  23,  41  Am.  Rep.  185) ; 
or  because  of  insufficient  lighting  of  the  ap- 
proaches to  such  hall  (Little  v.  Holyoke, 
177  Mass.  114,  52  L.R.A.  417,  58  N.  E. 
170);  where  the  town  eng-ged  in  crush- 
ing stone  and  repairing  road  for  a  street 
railway  company  (Collins  v.  Greenfield,  172 
Mass.  78,  51  N.  E.  454);  where  the  town 
used  a  stone  quarry  in  part  for  the  public 
streets  and  in  part  for  the  sale  of  stone 
(Duggan  V.  Pcabody,  187  Mass.  349,  73  N. 
E.  20ti).  The  liability  in  the  cases  last 
cited  is  created  when  public  use  gives  way 
to  use  for  private  gain.  Larrabee  v.  Pea- 
body,  128  Mass.  561.  If,  then,  a  city  is 
liable  for  accidents  in  a  part  of  a  public 
building  used  for  private  gain,  it  must  cer- 
tainly be  liable  when  the  entire  building  is 
so  used.  And  the  same  rule  would  apply  to 
any  other  property  lawfully  held  and  main- 
tained for  private  gain,  whether  it  be  a  hall, 
a  business  block,  or  a  farmhouse. 

The  cases  cited  by  the  defendant  do  not 
reach  the  point  under  consideration.  They 
involved  acts  clearly  ultra  vires;  as,  the 
construction  of  an  embankment  across  two 
channels  of  a  stream  in  Anthony  v.  Adams, 
1  Met.  284;  the  digging  of  a  ditch  across 
the  land  of  a  private  individual  in  Seele  v. 
Deering,  79  Me.  343,  1  Am.  St.  Rep.  314, 
10  Atl.  45;  and  the  maintenance  of  a  public 
ferry  in  Hoggard  v.  Monroe,  51  La.  Ann. 
683,  44  L.R.A.  477,  25  So.  349. 

Our  conclusion,  therefore,  is  that  since 
the  city  of  Portland  may  be  "the  lawful 
owner  and  in  lawful  possession,  control,  and 
management"  of  the  property  in  question, 
and  may  be  liable  for  negligence  in  connec- 
tion with  the  maintenance  thereof  for  its 
"own  emolument,  profit,  or  advantage,"  and 
since  these  facts  duly  alleged  in  the  declara- 
tion are  admitted  to  be  true  by  the  demur- 
rer, the  first  count  sets  forth  a  cause  of 
action,  and  the  demurrer  thereto  was  prop- 
erly overruled. 

Exceptions  overruled. 
10 
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MASSACHUSETTS    SUPREME    JUDI- 
CIAL COUUT. 

ANNIE    A.    MURPHY,    Admrx.,    etc.,    oJ 
Jeremiah  Murphy,  Deceased, 

V. 

JOHN  O'NEIL  et  a). 
(204  Mass.  42,  90  N.  E.  406.) 

Master—  unsafe  barness  —  Ilabilitjr. 

1.  The  question  of  the  neg'ligence  of  a 
master  in  using  an  old  and  spliced  harness, 
the  leather  in  which  was  dead,  so  as  to  ren- 
der him  liable  for  an  injury  to  his  servant 
through  the  breaking  of  the  harness,  is  for 
the  jury. 

Same  —  assumption  of  risk. 

2.  The  question  of  the  negligence  of,  or 
assumption  of  risk  by,  a  servant  who  used 
a  harness  composed  of  leather  of  which  the 
life  had  departed  because  of  age,  but  which 
looked  good  on  the  surface,  is  for  the  jury. 
Master  —  ways  ^  works  and  machinery 

—  barness. 

3.  The  harness  used  in  connection  with  a 
merchant's  delivery  is  not  part  of  his  ways, 
works,  and  machinery,  within  the  meaning 
of  a  statute  making  him  liable  for  injuries 
to  a  servant  for  defects  therein,  the  same 
as  to  strangers. 

(January  6,  1910.) 

I?XCEPTIONS  by  both  plaintiff  and  de- 
J  fendants  to  rulings  of  the  Superior 
Court  for  Bristol  County  made  during  the 
trial  of  an  action  brought  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  the  death  of  plaintiff's  intestate, 
which  was  alleged  to  have  been  caused  by 
defendants'  negligence;  plaintiff  excepting; 
to  such  rulings  as  resulted  in  a  verdict 
in  her  favor  upon  one  count  of  her  declara- 
ti6n  only,  and  defendants  excepting  to  the 
refusal  of  the  court  to  direct  a  verdict  in 
their  favor.    Overruled. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  J.  W.  Cummlngs  and  C,  R. 
Cununings  for  plaintiff. 

Messrs.  David  F.  Slade  and  Foster  R. 
Greene,  for  defendants: 

There  was  no  evidence  of  a  defective  con- 
dition of  ways,  works,  and  machinery. 

Dolphin  V.  Plumley,  167  Mass.  167,  45 
N.  E.  87;  Georgia  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Brooks,  84 
Ala.  138,  4  So.  289. 

The  plaintiff  a.ssumed  the  risk  of  his  em- 
ployment. 

Miner  y.   Connecticut  River   R.   Co.   153 


Note. —  As  intimated  in  the  opinion,  the 
above  decision  seems  to  be  one  of  first  im- 
preKsion   as  to  whether   the   phrase  "ways, 
works,  and  machinery,"  used  in  employers") 
liability   acts,    covers    harness,    as    an"  ex-  , 
tensive   search   has   failed    to   disclose   any  I 
other  case  dealing  with   that  specific  ques- 
tion. ' 
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Mass.  398,  26  N.  E.  994;  Wood  T.  Tileston 
&.  H.  Co.  182  Mass.  449,  Go  N.  E.  810; 
Murphy  v.  Marston  Coal  Co.  183  Mass.  381^ 
67  N.  E.  342;  Ctxrrigan  v.  Washburn  &  M. 
Mfg.  Co.  170  Mass.  79,  48  N.  E.  1079; 
Feely  v.  Pearson  Cordage  Co.  101  Mass. 
426,  37  N.  E.  308;  Anderson  v.  Clark,  155 
Mass.  368,  20  N.  E.  589;  Tenanty  v.  Bos- 
ton Mfg.  Co.  170  Mass.  323,  49  N.  E.  654; 
Davis  V.  Forbes,  171  Mass.  548,  47  L.R.A. 
170,  51  N.  E.  20;  Moylon  v.  D.  S.  McDon- 
ald Co.  188  Mass.  499,  74  X.  E..  929; 
Whalen  v.  Whitcomb,  178  Mass.  33,  59 
N.  E.  666;  Garant  v.  Cashman,  183  Ma8.s. 
13,  66  N.  E.  599;  Mnhoney  v.  Dore,  15o 
Mass.  513,  30  N.  E.  360;  O'Maley  v.  South 
Boston  Gaslight  Co.  158  Mass.  135,  47 
L.R.A.  161,  32  N.  E.  1119;  Kleincst  v. 
Kunhardt,  160  Mass.  230,  35  N.  E.  458; 
McCafferty  v.  Lewando's  French  Dyeing  & 
Cleaning  Co.  194  Mass.  412,  120  Am.  St 
Rep.  502,  80  N.  E.  460. 

Sheldon,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  case  comes  to  us  upon  a  report  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  plaintiff  recovered 
a  verdict  upon  the  second  count  only  of 
her  declaration,  for  the  conscious  suffering 
sustained  by  Murphy,  her  intestate,  in  his 
lifetime.  The  defendants  excepted  to  tiie 
refusal  of  the  judge  to  order  a  verdict  in 
their  favor;  and  the  plaintiff  excepted  to 
the  ruling  that  there  was  no  evidence  of 
a  defective  condition  of  any  ways,  works, 
or  machinery  of  the  defendants,  and  so  that 
she  could  not  recover  under  the  third  count 
of  her  declaration,  for  the  death  of  Murphy. 
No  question  arises  upon  the  fourth  count 
of  her  declaration,  that  having  been  waived 
at  the  trial. 

1.  While  a  verdict  doubtless  might  have 
been  returned  for  the  defendants  upon  the 
issues  of  the  due  care  of  Murphy  and  of 
their  negligence,  yet  we  are  of  opinion  that 
these  questions  were  for  the  jury.  There  was 
evidence  that  the  harness  had  become  worn, 
and  that  the  breeching  straps  had  been 
spliced;  that  this  ought  not  to  have  been 
done;  that  they  appeared  good  and  sound 
upon  the  outside,  but  that  the  life,  the 
strength,  was  gone  out  of  the  leather, 
and  the  inside  was  smooth,  and  it  was 
liable  to  come  apart.  As  to  both  of  the 
main  questions  involved,  the  case  comes 
under  the  nile  of  Lundergan  V  Graus- 
tein  &  Co.  203  Mass.  532,  89  N.  E.  1034, 
decided  since  this  case  was  argued.  Pal- 
mer v.  Coyle,  187  Mass.  136,  72  N.  E.  844, 
and  Jones  v.  Pacific  Mills,  176  Mass.  364, 
57  N.  E.  6G3.  For  the  same  reasons  it 
was  for  the  jury  to  say  whether  Murphy 
had  assumed  the  risk  of  the  accident  that 
happened.     The  jury  could  find  that  the 
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hone's  nmning  away  and  the  injury  to 
Murphy  were  the  direct  result  of  the  break- 
ing of  the  strap,  that  this  was  due  to  its 
defective  condition,  that  the  defendants  were 
at  fault  for  the  existence  of  this  defective 
condition,  and  that  Murphy  himself  was  in 
the  exercise  of  due  care,  and  had  not  as- 
sumed the  risk  of  what  happened. 

2.  The  plaintiff's  exceptions  make  it  nec- 
essary to  determine  whether  the  harness  of 
the  horse  which  Mu/phy  was  driving  was  a 
part  of  the  "ways,  works,  and  machinery" 
of  the  defendants,  within  tlie  meaning  of 
those  words  as  used  in  Rev.  Laws,  chap. 
106,  §  71,  cL  1,  now  embodied  in  Stat.  1900, 
chap.  514,  p.  765,  §  127,  cl.  1.  The  defend- 
ants were  wholesale  and  retail  liquor  deal- 
ers, and  employed  five  drivers  and  several 
horses  and  wagons  to  carry  and  deliver 
their  goods.  Murphy  was  one  of  these  driv- 
ers, and  the  accident  occurred  while  he 
was  driving  a  horse  attached  to  a  delivery 
wagon  of  the  defendants,  being  then  at  work 
in  their  employ  and  engaged  in  their  busi- 
ness. 

It  was  held  in  Yarmouth  v.  France,  L.  R. 
19  Q.  B.  Div.  647,  17  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  217, 
that,  under  the  English  employers'  liability 
act  then  in  force,  a  horse  used  by  a  wharf- 
inger in  his  business  of  delivering  goods 
from  his  wharf  to  the  houses  or  stores 
of  his  customers  was  a  part  of  the  wharf- 
inger's plant,  and  that  a  vice  of  such  a 
horse  rendering  it  unfit  to  be  used  in  the 
business  was  a  defect  in  the  plant,  within 
the  meaning  of  that  act.  But  that  decision 
does  not  help  this  plaintiff;  for  our  stat- 
ute, though  largely  following  the  act  which 
was  there  considered,  matkes  employers  lia- 
ble for  defects  only  in  their  ways,  works, 
and  machinery,  and  not,  under  the  statute, 
in  their  plant.  And  Lindley,  L.  J.,  con- 
sidered in  that  case  (page  658)  that  the 
chief  difficulty  in  holding  that  the  horse 
was  a  part  of  the  plant  arose  from  the  use 
in  the  act  of  the  words  "defect"  and  "ways 
and  machinery."  Nor  is  the  plaintiff't;  con- 
tention helped  by  our  own  decisions  as  to 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "machinery"  in 
the  various  connections  in  which  it  has  been 
used.  Com.  t.  Lowell  Gaslight  Co.  12  Al- 
len, 75;  Seavey  v.  Central  Mut.  F.  Ins.  Co. 
Ill  Mass.  540;  Bowers  v.  Connecticut  Riv- 
er R.  Co.  162  Mass.  312,  38  N.  E.  508; 
McKay  v.  Hand,  168  Mass.  270,  47  N.  E. 
104;  Gunn  v.  New  York,  N.  H.  &.  H.  R. 
Co.  171  Mass.  417,  422,  50  N.  E.  1031; 
Xordquist  v.  Fuller,  182  Mass.  411,  63 
N.  E.  834;  Boucher  v.  Robeson  Mills,  182 
Mass.  500,  66  N.  E.  819;  lliggins  v.  Hig- 
gins,  188  Mass.  113,  74  N.  E.  471.  In 
none  of  these  decisions  was  the  word  "ma- 
chinery" made  to  include  anything  which 
was  not  either  a  part  of  some  machine  by 
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which  power  was  created  or  applied,  or  used 
in  connection  with  such  a  machine,  or  which 
was  not  one  of  the  fixed  devices  or  instru- 
mentalities used  in  the  manufacture  or  dis- 
tribution of  a  product,  or  a  mechanical  de- 
vice or  apparatus  constructed,  adapted,  and 
used  as  a  means  of  accomplishing  some  defi- 
nite object.  Nor  do  we  find  a  broader  sig- 
nification given  to  this  word  in  any  of 
the  decisions  in  other  states  to  which  our 
attention  has  been  called.  The  plaintiff 
relies  somewhat  upon  the  language  of  the 
court  in  Georgia  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Brooks,  84 
Ala.  138,  4  So.  280.  It  was  held  in  that 
case  that  a  hammer  used  for  driving  spikes 
into  cross-ties  on  a  railroad  bed,  to  hold 
the  rails  in  place,  was  not  included  in  the 
word  "machinery"  in  the  employers'  liabili- 
ty act  of  that  state.  But  the  court,  after 
saying  that  that  word  primarily  meant  th« 
works  of  a  machine,  the  combination  of 
the  several  parts  to  put  it  in  motion,  added 
that  the  word  in  that  statute  had  a  broader 
signification.  Clopton,  J.,  speaking  fur  the 
full  court>  said:  "Thus  understood,  the 
term  'machinery'  embraces  all  the  parts 
and  instruments  intended  to  be  [operated], 
and  actually  operated,  from  time  to  time, 
exclusively  by  force  created  and  applied  by 
mechanical  apparatus  or  contrivance, 
though  the  initial  force  may  be  produced 
by  the  muscular  strength  of  men  or  ani- 
mals, or  by  water  or  steam  or  other  inani- 
mate agency."  It  may  be  that  a  treadmill 
and  all  of  its  parts,  whether  operated  by 
a  horse  or  a  man,  could  be  included  within 
this  definition;  but  it  would  be  hard  to  ex- 
tend it  so  as  to  include  either  the  rope  by 
which  a  man  might  pull  a  log  along  the  floor 
of  a  mill,  or  the  harness  by  means  of  which 
a  horse  would  draw  a  load  upon  a  street. 
See  also  State  v.  Avery,  44  Vt.  620;  AI- 
vord  Carriage  Mfg.  Co.  t.  Gleason,  36  Conn. 
86;  East  Tennessee,  V.  &  G.  R.  Co.  t. 
Thompson,  04  Ala.  638,  10  So.  280;  N.  K. 
Fairbank  &  Co.  v.  Cincinnati,  N.  O.  &  T. 
P.  R.  Co.  38  L.R.A.  271,  26  C.  C.  A.  402, 
47  U.  S.  App.  744,  81  Fed.  280;  Frederick 
R.  Stearns  Si  Co.  v.  Russell,  20  C.  C.  A. 
121,  54  U.  S.  App.  501,  85  Fed.  218,  224; 
and  the  cases  collected  in  25  C'yc.  Law  & 
Proc.  p.  1661.  If  the  construction  c(mtond- 
ed  for  by  the  plaintiff  is  to  be  adopted,  it 
must  be  not  upon  authority,  but  on  account 
of  its  inherent  reasonableness. 

Words  and  phrases  used  in  our  statutes 
are  to  be  construed  according  to  the  com- 
mon and  approved  usage  of  the  language. 
Rev.  Laws,  chap.  8,  §  4,  cl.  3.  The  defini- 
tion of  the  word  "machinery"  given  in  Wor- 
cester's Dictionary,  so  far  as  here  material, 
is  "a  mechanical  combination  of  parts  for 
('rc:iting  or  for  applying  power  in  engines 
or  machines."     In  the  Century  Dictionary 
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it  is  defined  as  "the  parts  of  a  machine  con- 
sidered collectively;  any  combination  of 
mechanical  means  designed  to  work  to- 
gether so  as  to  effect  a  given  end;  as  the 
machinery  of  a  watch  or  of  a  canal  lock." 
In  the  New  English  Dictionary  when  used 
in  this  sense,  it  is  defined  as  "machines 
for  the  constituent  parts  of  a  machine  taken 
collectively;  the  mechanism  or  works  of  a 
machine  or  machines;"  and  as  a  "system 
or  a  kind  of  machinery."  By  neither  of 
these  definitions,  nor  by  the  common  and 
approved  usage  of  language,  could  the  har- 
ness of  a  delivery  wagon  be  called  machin- 
ery, just  as  neither  the  horse  nor  the  wagon 
alone,  nor  both  of  them  together,  with  the 
harness  by  which  the  one  is  attached  to  the 
other,  naturally  could  be  called  a  machine. 
It  would  be  a  strain  upon  language  as  com- 
monly used  and  imderstood.  In  our  statute 
the  word  must,  we  think,  be  taken  to  in- 
clude such  machines  or  mechanical  devices 
as  are  in  use,  and  such  additions  thereto  or 
appurtenancps  thereof  as  are  found  to  be 
used  in  connection  therewith  or  as  inci- 
dental to  the  use  thereof,  and  not  to  have 
any  broader  signification. 

The  plaintiff's  counsel  have  not  contend- 
ed that  this  harness  could  be  said  to  be  a 
part  of  either  the  ways  or  the  works  of  the 
defendants;  and  we  are  of  opinion  that 
such  a  contention  could  not  have  been  sus- 
tained. 

It  follows  that  the  exceptions  of  both  par- 
ties must  be  overruled;  and  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  report,  judgment  must 
be  entered  for  the  plaintiff  upon  the  verdict 
which  was  found  in  her  favor  upon  the  sec- 
ond count. 

So  ordered. 


tJNITED     STATES    CIRCUIT    COURT 
OF  APPEAIiS,  SECOND  CIRCUIT. 

NATIONAL  FIREPROOFING  CO^HPANY, 
Appt., 

V. 

MASON  BUILDERS'  ASSOCIATION  et  al. 

(04  C.  C.  A.  S3o,  169  Fed.  259.) 

Monopoly  —  action  to  enjoin  —  right 
to  bring. 

1.  That  an  agreement  may  create  a  mo- 
nopoly, be  in  restraint  of  trade,  or  opposed 
to  public  policy,  gives  third  ])orsons  no 
right  of  action  for  damages  for  injury 
caused  them  by  its  enforcement,  or  to  en- 
join threatened  injury. 

Injnnction  — anti-trust  act. 

2.  One  injured  by  violation  of  the  F<Hlcr- 
al  anti-trust  act  is  not  entitled  to  injunc- 
tive relief. 
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Monopoly  —  subletting  portions  of  oon- 
fttruction  contract. 

3.  An  agreement  between  a  mason  con- 
tractors' association  and  a  bricklayers' 
union  that  the  installation  of  fireproofing 
shall  not  be  sublet  does  not  create  a  monop- 
oly. 

Injunction  —  monopoly  —  plaintiff. 

4.  One  injured  by  a  monopoly  in  contra- 
vention of  a  state  statute  cannot  maintain 
a  suit  for  an  injunction,  where  a  section  of 
the  statute  authorizes  such  suit  to  be 
brought  by  the  attorney  general. 
Conspiracy  —  dcflnition. 

5.  A  civil  conspiracy  is  a  combination  of 
two  or  more  persons  to  accomplish,  by  con- 
certed action,  an  unlawful  or  oppressive  ob- 
ject, or  lawful  object  by  unlawful  or  op- 
pressive means. 

Same  ^  contract  ^  incidental  injury. 

6.  An  agreement  between  a  master  ma- 
sons' association  and  a  bricklayers'  union 
that  provisions  in  a  building  contract  for 
the  fireproofing  of  the  building  shall  not  be 
sublet,  which  is  made  for  the  benefit  of  the 
bricklayers,  is  not  a  conspiracy,  although  it 
incidentally  works  injury  to  manufacturers 
of  fireproofing  material. 

Same  —  oppressiveness  of  contract. 

7.  The  enforcement  of  a  provision  in  a 
contract  between  mason  contractors  and 
bricklayers  that  items  in  building  contracts 
for  fireproofing  shall  not  be  sublet,  by  a 
clause  forbidding  bricklayers  to  work  for 
those  who  do  not  comply  with  it,  and  by 
strikes,  and  notification  to  contractors 
that  they  cannot  take  contracts  contrary 
to  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  without  in- 
curring the  penalty,  is  not  unlawful  or  op- 
pressive so  as  to  effect  a  conspiracy. 
Same  —  statutory  —  common  law. 

8.  The  question  of  the  existence  of  a  con- 
spiracy in  violation  of  New  York  Penal 
Code,  §  168,  subdivs.  5  and  6,  is  to  be  de- 
termined by  common-law  principles. 

(March    26,    1909.) 


Xote.  —  May  a  person  not  a  party 
to  an  agreement,  who  is  injured 
thereby  in  his  business,  assail  the 
validity  thtn-eof,  on  the  ground  that 
it  tends  to  create  or  promote  a  mO' 
nopoly. 

It  is  not  intended  to  include  herein  cases 
involving  the  right  of  a  person  who  has  con- 
tracted with  a  trust  or  monopoly  to  defend 
an  action  on  the  contract  on  the  ground 
that  plaintiff  is  a  monopoly,  or  cases  where 
a  party  to  a  contract  defends  against  its 
enforcement  on  the  ground  that  it  tends  to 
create  a  monopoly. 

To  be  in  point  on  the  question  raised,  it 
must  be  assumed  tiiat  the  defendants  are 
parties  to  a  contract  illegal  as  tending  to 
promote  a  mono|)oly,  and  that  the  carry- 
ing out  thereof  will  result  in  an  injury  to 
tlie  business  of  the  plaintiff.  The  question 
is  whether,  under  such  circumstances,  plain- 
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APPEAL  by  complainant  from  a  decree  of 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  Unted  States 
for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York  dis- 
missing a  bili  filed  to  restrain  the  enforce- 
ment of,  and  to  have  declared  void,  a  car- 
tain  agreement  alleged  unlawfully  to  in- 
terfere with  complainant's  business.  Af- 
firmed. 

Statement  by  Noyes,  Circuit  Judge: 
This  is  an  appeal  from  a  decree  of  the 
circuit  court  for   the  southern   district  of 
New  York  dismissing  a  bill  of  complaint  in 
a  suit  in  equity. 

The  complainant  is  a  corporation  under  the 
laws  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is 
authorized  by  its  charter  to  manufacture  and 
and  install  fireproofing.     Since  its  organiza- 


tion it  has  been  engaged  almost  exclusively 
in  the  manufacture  and  installation  of  what 
is  known  as  hollow  tile  fireproofing,  and 
produces  over  50  per  cent  of  the  entire  out- 
put of  that  article  in  the  United  States. 

The  defendant  Mason  Builders'  Associa- 
tion is  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  composed  of  master  ma- 
son builders  doing  business  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  but  comprising  less  than  a  ma- 
jority of  the  mason  builders  of  that  city. 

The  defendants  the  various  Bricklayers' 
Unions,  with  four  exceptions  which  are 
chartered,  are  unincorporated  associations. 
Practically  every  bricklayer  in  the  city  of 
New  York  and  Long  Island  is  a  member  of 
one  of  these  unions. 

The  object  of  this  suit  is  to  restrain  the 


tiff  may  have  relief  against  the  enforcement 
of  the  contract,  or  damages  to  his  busi- 
ness because  thereof,  although  not  a  party 
thereto. 

It  is  clear  that,  where  the  enforcement  of 
such  a  contract  requires  the  actual  inter- 
ference with  the  business  of  a  person  not  a 
party  thereto,  he  is  entitled  to  injunctive 
relief  to  restrain  such  interference,  or  he 
may  recover  damtiges  resulting  therefrom. 
The  line  of  cases  sustaining  this  doctrine 
is  generally  based  upon  the  theory  of  con- 
spiracy, and  it  is  not  in  general  intended  to 
include  cases  involving  actual  interference 
with  the  business  of  another  in  this  note. 
The  following  cases  of  this  character, 
wherein  relief  was  given  a  person  not  a 
party  to  such  a  contract,  will  serve  to  il- 
lustrate the  class  of  cases  excluded:  Do- 
remus  v.  Hennessv,  176  III.  608,  43  L.R.A. 
7»7,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  203,  52  N.  E.  924,  64 
N.  E.  524;  Inter.  Ocean  Pub.  Co.  v.  Asso- 
ciated Press,  184  111.  438,  48  L.R.A.  508,  75 
Am.  St.  Rep.  184,  50  N.  E.  822;  Purington 
V.  Hinchliff,  219  111.  159,  2  L.R.A. (N.S.) 
824,  109  Am.  St.  Rep.  322,  76  N.  E.  47; 
Jackson  T.  StanReld,  137  Ind.  692,  23  L.R.A. 
588,  36  N.  E.  345,  37  N.  E.  14;  Martell  v. 
White,  185  Mass.  255,  64  L.R.A.  200,  102 
Am.  St.  Rep.  341,  69  N.  E.  1085;  Ertz  v. 
Produce  Exch.  Co.  82  Minn.  173,  51  L.R.A. 
S25,  83  Am.  St.  Rep.  419,  84  N.  W.  743; 
Straus  V.  American  Publishers'  Asso.  92 
App.  Div.  350,  80  N.  Y.  Supp.  1091,  see 
same  case,  on  prior  appeal,  infra,  "Udder 
statutes;"  Olive  v.  Van  Patten,  7  Tex.  Civ. 
App.  630,  25  S.  W.  428 ;  Delz  v.  Winfree,  80 
Tex.  400,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  755,  10  S.  E.  Ill ; 
Gatzow  V.  Buening,  100  Wis.  1,  49  L.R.A. 
475,  80  Am.  St.  Rep.  17,  81  N.  VV.  1003. 

But  few  cases  have  been  found  which  pass 
upon  the  right  of  a  person  injured  by  the 
carrying  out  of  an  agreement  by  other  par- 
ties which  is  invalid  sis  tending  to  create  a 
monopoly,  to  have  injunctive  relief  against 
its  enforcement. 

At  common  law. 

It  will  be  noted  that  Nationat,  Fire- 
PBooFiNti  Co.  v.  Mason  Buili)er.s'  Asso.  de- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


nies  the  right  of  a  third  person,  uifder  such 
circumstances,  to  injunctive  relief  at  com- 
mon law.  The  doctrine  has,  however,  been 
asserted  that  at  common  law  a  person  who 
will  be  injured  thereby  is  entitled  to  the 
equitable  remedy  of  injunction,  to  prevent 
the  carrying  out  of  a  contract  between 
other  parties,  to  which  he  is  not  a  party, 
where  such  contract  tends  to'  promote  a 
monopoly,  if  the  damages  which  will  be  suf- 
fered by  him  are  of  such  a  character  as  not 
to  be  ascertainable,  and  hence  not  recover- 
able in  an  action  at  law,  such  as  a  loss  of 
trade  and  profit,  the  failure  of  credit  and 
business,  etc.  Leonard  v.  Abner-Drury 
Brewing  Co.  25  App.  D.  C.  161. 

The  same  result  was  reached  in  Hawardcn 
T.  Youghiogheny  &  L.  Coal  Co.  Ill  Wis. 
545,  55  L.R~A.  828,  87  N.  W.  472,  which 
held  that  a  person  injured  in  his  business 
by  the  enforcement  of  a  contract  tending 
to  create  a  monopoly  or  combination  has  at 
common  law  an  action  for  damages  suffered 
by  him,  and  is  also  entitled  to  an  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  the  carrying  out  of  the 
agreement.  On  this  subject  the  court  said: 
"One  person  may,  through  malicious  mo- 
tives, attract  to  himself  another's  custom- 
ers, and  thus  ruin  the  business  of  such  other 
without  redress;  but  when  a  number  of  per- 
sons acting  wholly  or  in  part  from  such 
malicious  motives  combine  together,  the  in- 
jury to  such  other  is  actionable.  'Where 
the  act  is  lawful  for  an  individual,  it  can 
be  the  subject  of  a  conspiracy  when  done  in 
concert  only  where  there  is  a  direct  inten- 
tion that  injury  shall  result  from  it.'  These 
principles  are  decisive  as  to  the  first  count 
in  this  complaint.  The  allegation  is  dis- 
tinct and  clear  that  one  of  the  purposes  and 
objects  of  this  agreement  was  to  drive  the 
plaintiff  out  of  business.  This  was  an  ul- 
terior and  unlawful  purpose,  and  constitutes 
malice  in  contemplation  of  law.  Tlierefore, 
under  the  allegations  of  the  complaint,  it  is 
clear  that  the  combination  here  formed  was 
formed  for  the  malicious  purpose  of  doing 
an  injury  to  another,  and  that  such  in- 
jury has  resulted,  and  hence  that  a  cause 
of  Oct  ion  at  law  for  damages  is  stated." 

And  in  Blindell  ▼.  Hagan,  54  Fed.  40,  a 
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enforcement  of,  and  to  have  declared  void, 
an  agreement  entered  into  between  the  Ma- 
son Builders'  Association  and  the  Brick- 
layers' Unions,  upon  the  ground  that  it  un- 
lawfully interferes  with  the  business  and 
property  of  the  complainant. 

The  agreement  in  question  between  the 
Mason  Builders'  Association  and  the  Brick- 
layers' Unions  is  a  biennial  trade  agree- 
ment covering  the  years  1906  and  1907,  and 
relating  to  rates  of  wages,  hours  of  labor, 
the  settlement  of  differences  by  arbitration, 
and  many  other  matters  in  the  building 
trade  affecting  the  interests  of  the  parties. 
The  particular  clauses  to  which  the  com- 
plainant objects  are  the  following: 

"(5)  The  members  of  the  Mason  Build- 
ers' Association  must  include  in  their  con- 


tracts for  building  all  cutting  of  masonry, 
interior  brickwork,  the  paving  of  brick 
floors,  the  installing  of  concrete  blocks,  the 
brickwork  of  the  dainp-prooiing  system  and 
all  fireproofing-floor  arches,  slabs,  partitions, 
furring,  and  roof  blocks;  and  they  shall  not 
lump  or  sublet  the  installation,  if  the  labor 
in  connection  therewith  is  bricklayers'  work 
as  recognized  by  the  trade,  the  men  em- 
ployed upon  the  construction  of  the  walls 
to  be  given  the  preference." 

"(10)  No  members  of  these  Bricklayers' 
Unions  shall  work  for  anyone  not  comply- 
ing with  all  the  rules  and  regulations  here- 
in agreed  to." 

The  first  agreement  between  the  Builders^ 
Association  and  the  unions  was  entered  into 
in    1885,   and   provided   only   for    rates    of 


person  injured  by  the  carrying  out  of  a 
contract  between  other  persons,  invalid  as 
tending  to  promote  a  monopoly,  was  held 
entitled  to  injunctive  relief  to  protect  his 
business  from  injury  caused  by  the  carrying 
out  thereof,  on  the  theory  that  the  threat- 
ened damages  were  irremediable  at  law,  and 
also  because  a  multiplicity  of  suits  would 
thereby  be  saved. 

So,  in  Gulf,  C.  t  S.  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Miami 
S.  S.  Co.  30  C.  C.  A.  142,  52  U.  S.  App.  732, 
86  Fed.  407,  in  holding  that  no  new  jurisdic- 
tion was  conferred  upon  the  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States  to  prevent  and  restrain 
the  violation  of  the  anti-trust  act,  at  the 
instance  of  a  pri'^ate  citizen  wlio  was  being 
injured  thereby,  the  court  declared  the  gen- 
eral jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  as  a 
court  of  equity  to  afford  preventive  relief 
in  a  proper  case  against  threatened  injury 
about  to  result  to  an  individual  from  an  un- 
lawful agreement,  combination,  or  con- 
spiracy in  restraint  of  trade. 

But  Downes  v.  Bennett,  63  Kan.  653,  55 
L.R.A.  600,  88  Am.  St.  Rep.  250,  66  Pac. 
023,  holds  that  a  voluntary  incorporated 
association  cannot  be  enjoined  from  fining 
or  expelling  one  of  its  members  for  hia  viola- 
tion of  a  by-law  of  the  aBsociation,  prohibit- 
ing him  from  trading  on  the  market  with 
tlie  plaintiff,  or  from  trading  with  others 
who  do  trade  with  him.  The  decision  was 
based  on  the  theory  that  the  injury  to  the 
plaintiff  was  only  remotely  and  indirectly 
attributable  to  the  enforcement  by  the  as- 
sociation of  the  by-law  in  question,  and  the 
rule  was  applied  tliat  injuries  remotely  and 
indirectly  attributable  to  an  originating 
cause  cannot  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
legal  action,  but  a  direct  and  necessary  con- 
nection must  be  traced  backward  along  a 
line  of  sequences,  in  order  to  establish  the 
occurrence  of  effect  from  cause.  On  this 
point  the  court  said:  "Wlien  one  is  engaged 
in  business,  and  a  number  of  persons  con- 
spire to  slander,  and  do  slander,  the  mer- 
chantable quality  of  his  goods,  or  conspire 
to  seduce,  and  do  seduce,  his  employees  to 
leave  his  service,  or  conspire  to  repel,  and 
do  repel,  his  customers  l)y  obstructing  the 
passage  to  his  doors,  the  law  perceives  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


connection  between  act  and  consequence,  and 
it  gives  relief,  preventive  or  compensatory, 
as  it  may  be  able ;  but  it  is  not  possible  for 
it  to  perceive  tlie  same  character  of  connec- 
tion in  the  case  of  a  number  of  persons  who 
merely  agree,  under  penalties,  not  to  have 
dealings  with  nnother,  because  it  does  nut 
follow  as  a  consequence  that  the  nonen- 
forcement  of  the  penalties,  or  even  the  abro- 
gation of  the  agreement,  would  restore  the 
injured  person  to  favor." 

In  Russell  v.  New  York  Produce  Ex- 
change, 27  Misc.  381,  58  N.  Y.  Supp.  842,  in 
denying  the  right  of  a  person  not  a  mem- 
ber of  a  produce  exchange  to  an  injunc- 
tion restraining  the  enforcement  by  the  ex- 
change of  a  resolution  forbidding  any  of  its 
members  from  representing  the  plaintiff  up- 
on the  floor  of  the  exchange,  the  court  said 
that  the  resolution  being  authorized  by  a  by- 
law of  the  exchange,  in  virtue  of  which  the 
board  acted,  was  in  effect  a  mere  contract 
or  agreement  between  the  members  of  the 
exchange,  and,  as  plaintiffs  were  not  mem- 
bers of  the  exchange,  they  had  no  right  to 
have  their  business  transacted  there  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  exchange,  and  con- 
sequently they  suffered  no  legal  injury  by 
the  resolution  in  question;  and  added:  "If 
there  is  any  restraint  of  trade,  it  is  the 
trade  of  the  members  of  the  exchange  which 
is  80  restrained.  The  plaintiffs  cannot  be 
said  to  be  suffering  great  and  irreparable 
injury,  calling  for  injunctive  relief,  for  the 
reason  that  none  of  their  legal  rights  arc  be- 
ing infringed.  If  there  is  any  illegal  re- 
straint of  trade,  the  members  of  the  ex- 
change can  disregard  the  action  of  the  board 
of  managers,  and,  if  the  exchange  attempts 
to  punish  them,  the  courts  will  protect 
them.  That  is  a  question  for  the  members 
of  the  exchange,  not  for  the  plaintiffs." 

The  right  of  a  person  to  recover  damages 
for  injuries  to  his  business,  by  the  carrying 
out  of  an  agreement  between  third  persons, 
tending  to  promote  a  monopoly,  has  been 
denied  on  the  theory  that  his  injury  was  not 
a  legal  injury  in  the  sense  tliat  it  gave  him 
a  right  of  action  for  damages  resulting 
therefrom.  This  was  the  theory  of  Boha 
Mfg.    Co.    T.    Hollis    (Bohn    Mfg.    Co.    T. 
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wages,  booTB  of  labor,  and  arbitration  of 
differences.  The  agreements  since  that  time 
ha-re  embraced  the  provisions  of  the  orig- 
inal agreement  and  also  a  gradually  in- 
creasing number  of  other  important  stipu- 
lations. Clause  5  in  substance  was  inserted 
in  the  agreement  of  1893  at  the  request  of 
the  unions,  and  has  been  retained  in  subse- 
quent agreements.  Clause  10  was  inserted 
in  the  agreement  at  the  request  of  the  as- 
sociation. The  precise  time  when  this  was 
done  does  not  appear,  but  the  clause  was  in 
force  before  the  complainant  started  busi- 
ness in  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  work  of  installing  tile  fireprooflng  is 
considered  to  be  bricklayers'  work  by  the 
trade,  and  it  would  be  impracticable  for 
the  complainant  to  undertake  such  work  in 


the  city  of  New  York  without  employing 
members  of  the  Bricklayers'  Unions.  Clause 
10,  however,  provides  that  members  of  the 
unions  shall  only  work  for  persons  comply- 
ing with  all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  tb« 
agreement.  Among  tliem  is  clause  S,  which 
provides  that  the  work  of  installing  fire- 
proofing  shall  not  be  sublet  by  a  contractor, 
but  must  be  included  iu  the  contract  for  the 
building.  It  follows  therefore  that  these 
two  clauses  operate  to  prevent  the  complain- 
ant from  installing  its  flreproofing  in  New 
York  city  unless  it  takes  the  entire  con- 
tract for  erecting  a  building,  which  it  is  not 
authorized  by  its  charter  to  do. 

In  actual  operation,  too,  the  clauses  in 
question  have  prevented  the  complainant 
from  carrying  out  contracts  for  the  instal- 


Northwestem  Lumbermen's  Asso.)  51  Minn. 
223,  21  LR.A.  337,  40  Am.  St.  Rep.  319, 
55  N.  W.  1119;  Macauley  Bros.  v.  Tierney, 
19  R.  I.  255,  37  L.R.A.  455,  01  Am.  St. 
Rep.  770,  33  Atl.  1 ;  Brewster  v.  C.  Miller's 
Sons  Co.  101  Ky.  368,  38  L.R.A.  505,  41  S. 
W.  301.  As  to  the  facta,  these  cases  may 
perhaps  be  reconciled  with  other  decisions 
on  the  subject.  This  note,  however,  is  not 
dealing  with  that  question,  but  is  limited  to 
the  abstract  proposition  of  the  right  of  a 
person  injured  by  the  enforcement  of  an 
agreement  unlawful  as  tending  to  create  a 
monopoly,  to  maintain  an  action  for  hit 
injuries,  or  obtain  injunctive  relief.  On 
this  question,  in  Macauley  Bros.  v.  Tierney, 
the  court  reasoned  that  to  entitle  a  third 
person  to  maintain  an  action  for  injuries 
received  through  the  enforcement  of  an 
agreement  tending  to  create  a  monopoly,  he 
must  be  injured  in  his  business,  and  that 
the  injury  in  this  sense  was  damage  re- 
sulting from  the  violation  of  a  legal  right, 
and  the  court  said  that,  if  there  was  a  legal 
excuse  for  the  act  complained  of  as  causing 
the  injury,  i.  «.,  the  agreement  tending  to 
create  a  combination,  it  was  not  actionable, 
even  though  injury  resulted  therefrom. 
And  on  the  theory  thkt  the  law  of  competi- 
tion would  justify  one  person  in  doing  what 
the  combination  did,  the  act  was  held  law- 
ful or  excusable  when  done  by  a  combina- 
tion for  the  same  purpose,  i.  e.,  to  rid  them- 
selves of  a  competitor  in  order  to  add  to 
their  own  profit.  The  reasoning  of  Bohn 
Mfg.  Co.  v.  Mollis  and  Brewster  v.  C.  Mil- 
ler's Sons  Co.  is  much  to  the  same  effect. 
The  rule  that  the  act  may  be  lawful  and, 
hence,  not  actionable,  if  the  purpose  there- 
of, and  the  object  sought  to  be  obtained,  is 
justifiable,  is  undoubtedly  sound,  but  it 
does  not  necessarily  follow  that  because  one 
person  may  lawfully  deal  or  refuse  to  deal 
with  another,  a  combination  of  persons  may 
lawfully  do  likewise,  and  the  contrary  is 
true  where  the  purpose  or  object  is  to 
thereby  create  monopoly  in  a  certain  line  of 
business,  or  rid  themse'lves  of  a  competitor 
in  order  to  add  to  their  own  profits. 

Bohn  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Hollis  and  Macauley 
Bros.  V.  Tierney  cite  as  authority  for  this 
26  L.R-A.(N,S.) 


doctrine  the  case  of  Mogul  S.  S.  Co.  t.  Mc- 
Gregor [1892]  A.  C.  25,  but  that  case  is 
clearly  distinguishable.  In  the  former  cases 
the  agreement  assailed  was  between  a  num- 
ber of  competitors  of  the  plaintiff,  and  was 
to  the  effect  that  they  would  have  no  busi- 
ness dealings  with  the  plaintiff,  nor  would 
they  buy  goods  of  any  persons  or  firms  who 
might  sell  goods  to  the  plaintiff,  and  the 
object  was  to  destroy  the  business  of  the 
plaintiff  by,  in  this  manner,  preventing  him 
from  obtaining  necessary  articles  with 
which  to  carry  it  on;  while  in  the  latter 
case,  the  agreement  sustained  was  between 
competing  steamship  companies,  by  which  . 
such  companies  gave  very  low  freight  rates 
at  certain  ports,  as  well  as  a  certain  re- 
bate to  shippers,  conditioned,  however,  that 
the  parties  to  such  agreement  should  have 
all  the  shipping  of  those  seeking  to  take 
advantage  of  the  rebate.  The  injury  to 
the  plaintiff,  who  was  also  a  common  car- 
rier between  the  same  ports,  was  the  loss 
of  freight  occasioned  him  by  this  agreement, 
by  large  shippers  refusing  to  patronize  him 
because  of  their  desire  to  obtain  the  benefit 
of  this  rebate. 

The  sounder  and  more  modern  doctrine 
is  asserted  in  Klingel's  Pharmacy  v.  Sharp 
&  Dohme,  104  Md.  218,  7  L.R.A. (N.S.) 
070,  lis  Am.  St.  Rep.  309,  64  Atl.  1029,  9 
A.  A.  K.  Ann.  Cas.  1184,  wherein  was  sus- 
tained the  right  of  a  third  person  to  re- 
cover damages  for  injuries  to  his  business 
through  the  carrying  out  of  an  agreement 
in  restraint  of  trade.  In  this  case,  like  the 
preceding  cases,  the  injury  was  caused  by 
the  refusal  of  a  number  of  persons  acting 
under  an  agreement  to  that  effect,  to  sell 
goods  to  or  deal  with  a  class  of  persons  of 
which  the  plaintiff  was  a  member.  In 
holding  the  parties  to  this  agreement  liable 
for  the  damages  thereby  caused  plaintiff's 
business,  the  court  said;  "Each  member  of 
the  association  had  the  legal  right  to  re- 
fuse to  sell  the  lumber  which  he  owned,  if 
he  saw  fit  to  refuse,  and  the  collective  re^ 
fusal  of  all  the  members  was  equally  law- 
ful. So,  too,  the  defendants  in  this  case  had 
a  perfect  legal  right  to  refuse  to  sell  to  the 
plaintiff  any  dru^s  and  druggist's  supplies 
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lation  of  fireproofing.  Thus,  in  1903,  the 
complainant  had  a  contract  with  the  George 
A.  Fuller  Company — a  general  contractor 
not  a  member  of  the  Builders'  Association — 
for  installing  fireproofing  in  a  building 
which  it  was  erecting  under  contract  in  New 
York  city.  The  association  notified  the  com- 
plainant that  its  agreement  with  the  unions 
forbade  building  contractors  subletting  the 
installation  of  fireproofing,  and  subsequent- 
ly all  the  bricklayers  employed  upon  the 
building — including  those  engaged  upon  the 
fireproofing — struck.  Consequently  the  com- 
plainant was  obliged  to  cancel  its  contract. 
Other  similar  instances  are  shown  in  the 
testimony. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  these  clauses 
aifect   owners   and   general   contractors   as 


well  as  a  person  who,  like  the  complainant, 
desires  to  take  separate  fireproofing  con- 
tracts. An  owner  is  practically  unable  to 
make  a  contract  for  fireproofing  alone,  be- 
cause, if  he  does,  the  bricklayers  will  not 
only  refuse  to  do  th::t  work,  but  will  de- 
cline to  do  the  other  work  upon  the  building. 
A  general  contractor,  whether  a  member  of 
the  association  or  not,  practically  cannot 
sublet  the  fireproofing,  because,  if  he  does, 
he  will  violate  clause  5,  and  the  bricklayers 
will  refuse  to  work  for  him. 

The  defendants  claim  that  the  object  of 
clause  5  is  to  benefit  the  bricklayers  by 
giving  them  inside  as  well  as  outside  work, 
and  by  preventing  specialization  in  their 
trade.  This  subject  is  fully  considered  in 
the  opinion. 


owned  by  them;  and  it  would  have  been 
wholly  immaterial  whether  that  refusal  was 
the  result  of  whim,  caprice,  prejudic?,  or 
malice,  if  the  bare  refusal  to  sell  had 
been  the  head  and  front  of  their  offending. 
But  the  refusal  to  sell  was  not  the  exercise 
of  a  legal  right,  if  that  refusal  were  a 
mere  step  in  the  development  and  enforce- 
ment of  a  scheme  to  forestall  the  market 
in  restraint  of  trade,  or  to  drive  the  plain- 
tilT  into  becoming  a  member  of  an  organiza- 
tion which  would  control  the  prices  he 
could  charge  for  his  wares,  and  which  would 
thereby  deprive  him  of  the  liberty  to  con- 
tract for  the  sale  of  his  goods  according  to 
his  own  judgment  of  their  value.  Whilst 
an  act  which  is  in  itself  lawful  can  never  be- 
come unlawful  simply  because  it  may  be 
done  by  several  persons  Instead  of  by  only 
one,  yet  the  same  act  may  be  unlawful  when 
it  is  a  means  of  accomplishing  an  unlaw- 
ful end.  An  act  performed  in  furthering 
an  unlawful  enterprise  cannot  be  a  lawful 
act,  though  the  same  act  would  be  free 
from  censure  if  done  with  some  other  view. 
If  it  be  conceded  that  a  person  has  the 
lawful  right  to  do  a  thing  irrespective  of 
his  motive  for  doing  it,  the  proposition 
that  an  act  lawful  in  itself  is  not  con- 
verted by  a  bad  motive  into  an  unlawful 
act  is  a  mere  abstract  truism.  But  if 
the  meaning  of  the  proposition  is  that 
when  a  person  or  an  aggregation  of  per- 
sons, if  inHucncpd  by  one  kind  of  motive, 
has  a  lawful  right  to  do  a  thing,  the  act 
is  still  lawful  when  done  with  any  motive, 
or  that  an  act  lawful  under  one  set  of 
circumstances,  is  therefore  lawful  under 
every  conceivable  set  of  circumstances,  then 
the  proposition  is  neither  logically  nor  legal- 
ly accurate.  In  so  far  as  a  right  is  absolutely 
and  unqualifiedly  lawful,  it  is  lawful  what- 
ever may  be  the  motive  of  the  actor;  but  in 
many  cases  the  lawfulness  of  an  act  which 
causes  damage  to  another  may  depend  upon 
whether  the  act  is  for  justifiable  cause,  and 
this  justification  may  be  found  sometimes 
in  the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  done, 
irrespective  of  motive,  sometimes  in  the 
2e  L..RA.(N.S.) 


motive  alone,  and  sometimes  in  the  circum- 
stances and  the  motive  combined." 

And  see  to  same  efifect  the  reasoning  of 
the  court  in  Brown  v.  Jacobs'  Pharmacy  Co. 
115  Ga.  429,  57  L.R.A.  547,  90  Am.  St. 
Rep.  120,  41  S.  E.  553;  Employing  Print- 
ers' Club  V.  Doctor  Bloeser  Co.  122  Ga.  509, 
69  L.R.A.  90,  106  Am.  St.  Rep.  137,  50  S. 
E.  353,  2  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  694.  These 
cases,  however,  contained  the  element  of 
conspiracy,  and  involved  the  actual  inter- 
ference with  the  business  of  another. 

Under  8tatute& 

The  Federal  courts  are  in  harmony  upon 
the  proposition  that  a  private  individual  is 
not  entitled,  under  the  Sherman  anti-trust 
law,  to  injunctive  relief  against  the  en- 
forcement of  a  contract  between  other  par- 
ties, invalid  under  said  act,  although  the 
carrying  out  of  such  contract  will  injure 
him  in  his  business.  Blindell  v.  Hagan,  54 
Fed.  40,  aflfirmed  in  6  C.  C.  A.  86,  13  U.  S. 
App.  354,  56  Fed.  696;  Pidcoek  y.  Harring- 
ton, 64  Fed.  821 ;  Greer,  M.  &,  Co.  t.  Stoller, 
77  Fed.  1;  Southern  Indiana  Exp. -Co.  v. 
United  States  Exp.  Co.  88  Fed.  659,  af- 
firmed in  35  C.  C.  A.  172,  92  Fed.  1022. 

In  the  latter  case  the  court  said  that 
the  "Sherman  anti-trust  law  had  wrought 
no  such  change  in  the  law  as  would  enable 
the  court  to  enforce  its  provisions  in  favor 
of  a  private  party,  by  a  bill  in  equity;  and 
added  that  the  only  remedy  thereby  given  a 
private  party  for  injuries  received  from 
an  unlawful  combination  was  an  action  for 
damages. 

This  act  expressly  provides  that  an 
action  may  be  maintained  by  a  person  in- 
jured in  his  business  by  an  unlawful  trust 
or  monopoly,  for  treble  damages,  and  has 
frequently  been  enforced  in  this  respect 
Among  the  cases  wherein  this  relief  has 
been  given  are:  Wheeler-Stenzel  Co.  v.  Na- 
tional Window  Glass  Jobbers'  Asso.  10 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  972,  81  C.  C.  A.  658,  152  Fed. 
864;  Mines  v.  Scribner,  147  Fed.  927; 
Monarch  Tobacco  Works  y.  American  To- 
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The  object  of  clause  10  is,  obviously,  to 
nulce  the  trade  agreement  effective  by  ex- 
tending it*  operation  to  third  persona  re- 
quiring tlie  labor  of  bricklayers.  While 
members  of  the  unions  may  work  for  otherL 
than  members  of  the  association,  they  can 
only  work  for  such  employers  as  follovr  the 
rales  and  regulations  of  the  agreement. 
Should  the  complainant  obtain  the  power  to 
make  general  building  contracts,  and  enter 
into  such  contracts,  it  could  then  obtain 
the  services  of  members  of  the  unions  in 
setting  the  flreproofing  required.  The  com- 
plainant, however,  does  not  wish  to  do  busi- 
ness in  this  manner.  It  desires  to  take  sep- 
arate contracts  for  fireproofing  installation, 
and  is  prevented  from  so  doing  business  by 
the  operation  of  the  clauses  in  question. 


The  allegations  of  the  amended  complaint, 
with  respect  to  a  combination  to  injure  the 
complainant,  accompanied  by  threats  and 
intimidation, — except  as  they  relate  to  the 
enforcement  against  it  of  these  clauses, — are 
not  supported  by  the  evidence.  Whatever 
the  defendants  have  done  has  been  for  the 
enforcement  of  such  clauses,  and  if  they 
are  valid,  and  their  execution  and  enforce- 
ment in  the  manner  shown  lawful,  no  inde- 
pendent cause  of  action  is  established. 

Argued  before  Lacombe,  Ward,  and  Noyes, 
Circuit  Judges. 

Mr.  Henrjr  E.  Ijineawoaver,  with  Mr. 
James  W.  Osborne,  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  Eidlltz  &  Ilulse  for  appellees 
Mason  Builders'  Association  et  al. 


bacco  Co.  166  Fed.  774;  Thomsen  v.  Union 
t'astle  Mail  S.  S.  Co.  92  C.  C.  A.  315,  166 
Fed.  251;  Pennsylvania  Sugar  Ref.  Co.  v. 
.American  Sugar  Ref.  Co.  92  C.  C.  A.  318, 
ice  Fed.  254;  Loewe  v.  Lawlor,  208  U.  S. 
274,  S2  L.  ed.  488,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  301,  13 
A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  815;  American  Banana 
Co.  V.  United  Fruit  Co.  213  U.  8.  347,  53 
L.  ed.  826,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  511. 

Under  the  New  York  anti-trust  law,  a 
monopoly  being  prohibited  and  made  illegal, 
all  acts  of  the  parties  in  furtherance  of  a 
contract  tending  to  create  a  monopoly  are 
unlawful,  and  any  person  suffering  a  special 
injury  by  the  enforcement  thereof  has  a 
right  of  action  to  recover  damages  occa- 
sioned thereby.  Rourke  v.  Elk  Drug  Co.  75 
App.  Div.  145,  77  N.  Y.  Supp.  373. 

But  in  order  to  maintain  such  an  action 
under  this  statute,  the  injured  person  must 
allege  and  prove  that  the  agreement  com- 
plained of  was  intended  to  injure  him. 
Kellogg  V.  Sowerby,  190  N.  Y,  370,  83  N. 
t  47. 

L'nder  this  statute,  a  bill  in  equity  to 
restrain  the  carrying  out  of  a  contract  be- 
tween persons,  invalid  as  tending  to  pro- 
mote a  monopoly,  is  maintainable  by  a 
third  person  whose  business  will  be  injured 
thereby.  Straus  v.  American  Publishers' 
Asso.  177  N.  Y.  473,  64  I.^R.A.  701,  101  Am. 
St.  Kep.  819,  69  N.  E.  1107. 

Where  the  enforcement  of  an  agreement 
nnlawful  under  the  Nebraska  anti-trust 
law,  as  tending  to  create  a  monopoly,  in- 
flicts an  injury  upon  the  business  of  a 
person  not  a  party  thereto,  such  person 
is  entitled  to  recover  from  the  parties  to 
mich  unlawful  agreement  damages  suffered 
by  him  in  carrying  out  same.  Cleland 
V.  Anderson,  06  Neb.  252,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
136,  92  N.  W.  306,  96  N.  W.  212,  98  N.  W. 
1075,  105  N.  W.  1092. 

Under  the  Indiana  anti-trust  law,  a  per- 
son injured  in  his  business  by  the  carrying 
ont  of  an  agreement  of  manufacturers  and 
jobbers  not  to  sell  goods  to  a  class  of  per- 
sons of  which  he  was  a  member,  which 
agreement  is  invalid  as  tending  to  create 
a  monopoly,  is  entitled  to  an  injunction 
rntraining  such  manufacturers  and  job- 
26  LR.A.(N.S.) 


bers  from  refusing  to  sell,  or  inducing  oth- 
ers not  to  sell,  their  goods  to  him.  Knight 
&  J.  Co.  V.  Miller   (Ind.)   87  N.  E.  823. 

An  agreement  unlawful  under  the  Mis- 
souri anti-trust  law  as  tending  to  create  a 
monopoly,  which  has  the  effect  of  inflicting 
a  civil  wrong  upon  the  business  of  another, 
which  wrong  is  a  continuing  one,  will  be 
declared  illegal  by  a  court  of  equity  at  the 
instance  of  such  injured  person,  and  the  en- 
forcement thereof  will  be  restrained. 
Walsh  v.  Association  of  Master  Plumbers, 
97  Mo.  App.  280,  71  S.  W.  455. 

In  Currier  v.  Concord  R.  Corp.  48  N.  H. 
321,  and  in  Morrill  v.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co. 
55  N.  H.  631,  it  was  held  that,  while  at 
common  law  no  private  parson  had  such  an 
interest  in  preserving  free  competition  be- 
tween rival  railroads  as  to  bu  entitled  to 
maintain  a  suit  for  an  injunction  to  re- 
strain an  agreement  between  such  railroads 
tending  to  diminish  or  reYnove  free  compe- 
tition between  them,  yet,  under  the  stat- 
utes of  that  state  relating  to  the  free  compe- 
tition of  railroads,  a  private  person  was 
autliorized  to  maintain  &  bill  in  equity  to 
liave  declared  void  a  contract  between  com- 
peting railroad  companies  tending  to  diniiu- 
ish  or  remove  competition  between  them. 

A  landowner  is  not  entitled  to  equitable 
aid  against  the  exercise  by  a  railroad  com- 
pany of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  in 
taking  his  land,  even  though  such  company 
was  created  and  organized  by  virtue  of  a 
contract  unlawful  under  the  Pennsylvania 
anti-trust  law,  because  a  competing  and 
rival  railroad  was  thereby  merged,  as  only 
the  commonwealth  has  the  right  to  raise 
that  question.  Tibby  Bros.  Glass  Co.  v. 
Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  219  Pa.  430,  68  Atl. 
976.  • 

Stockholders  of  corporations. 

ITnder  the  Sherman  anti-trust  act,  in- 
juries suffered  by  a  stockholder  in  a  corpo- 
ration, through  the  depreciation  of  the 
value  of  his  shares  of  stock  by  the  purchase 
of  a  controlling  interest  in  such  corpora- 
tion by  a  rival,  are  not  such  as  to  entitle 
him  to  bring  an  individual  action  to  re- 
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Mr.  Jofieph  Forrester,  with  Mr.  Ar- 
thur •  Ofner,  for  appellees  BricklayerB* 
Union  No.  1  et  al. 

Noyes,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the  opin- 
ion of  the  court: 

In  considering  the  legal  questions  aris- 
ing in  this  case,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
at  the  outset  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  agreement  in  question  may 
create  a  monopoly,  may  be  in  restraint  of 
trade,  or  may  be  opposed  to  public  policy. 
Agreements  of  that  nature  are  invalid  and 
unenforceable.  The  law  takes  them  as  it 
finds  them,  and  as  it  finds  them  leaves 
them;  but  they  are  not  illegal  in  .the  sense 
of  giving  a  right  of  action  to  third  persons 
for  injury  sustained.  Brown  v.  Jacobs' 
Pharmacy  Co.  115  Ga.  433,  57  L.R.A.  547, 
90  Am.  St.  Rep.  120,  41  S.  E.  5o3.  And 
upon  similar  principles  it  seems  equally 
clear  that  they  afl'ord  such  persons  no 
ground  for  seeking  an  injunction  against  in- 
jury threatened. 

But  the  complainant  asserts  that  the 
agreement  in  this  case  is  positively  unlaw- 
ful, and  not  merely  negatively  invalid,  that 
it  contravenes  both  national  and  state  stat- 
utes against  combinations,  and  thus  does 
give  rights  of  action  to  injured  persons. 
With  respect  to  the  Federal  statute,  it  is 
not  obvious  in  what  way  a  trade  agreement 
between  builders  and  bricklayers,  relating 
to  their  work  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
can  be  said  to  directly  aiTect  interstate  com- 
merce; but  the  consideration  of  this  ques- 
tion is  not  necessary,  because  a  person  in- 
jured by  a  violation  of  the  Federal  act  can- 
not sue  for  an  injunction  under  it.  The 
injunctive  remedy  is  available  to  the  gov- 
ernment only.    An  individual  can  only  sue 


for  threefold  damages.  Greer,  M.  t  C6.  t. 
Stoller  (C.  C.)  77  Fe<l.  2;  Southern  In- 
diana Exp.  Co.  V.  United  States  Exp.  Co. 
(C.  C.)  88  Fed.  663.  See  also  E.  Bement 
Sl  Sons  V.  National  Harrow  Co.  186  U.  S. 
87,  46  L.  ed.  1007,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  747; 
Post  V.  Southern  R.  Co.  103  Tenn.  184,  55 
L.R.A.  481,  52  S.  VV.  301 ;  Metcalf  v.  Amer- 
ican School-Furniture  Co.  (C.  C.)  108  Fed. 
900;  Block  T.  Standard  Distilling  t  Dis- 
tributing Co.  (C.  C.)  95  Fed.  978;  Gulf, 
C.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  Miami  S.  S.  Co.  30  C. 
C.  A.  142,  62  U.  S.  App.  732,  86  Fed.  407; 
Pidcock  v.  Harrington  (C.  C.)  64  Fed.  821; 
Hagan  v.  Blindell,  6  C.  C.  A.  86,  13  U.  S. 
App.  354,  66  Fed.  696,  affirming  Blindell  v. 
Ilagan    (C.  C.)    64  Fed.  40. 

The  statute  of  New  York  vi-hich  it  is 
claimed  that  the  defendants  violate  pro- 
vides in  its  first  section  as  follows:  "Every 
contract,  agreement,  arran<Tenicnt,  or  com- 
bination whereby  a  monopoly  in  the  manu- 
facture, production,  or  sale  in  this  state  of 
any  article  or  commodity  of  common  use, 
is  or  may  be  created,  established,  or  main- 
tained, or  whereby  competition  in  this 
state  in  the  supply  or  price  of  any  such 
article  or  commodity  is  or  may  be  restrained 
or  prevented,  or  whereby,  for  the  purpose 
of  creating,  establishing,  or  maintaining  a 
monopoly  within  this  state  of  the  manu- 
facture, production,  or  sale  of  any  such  ar- 
ticle or  commodity,  the  free  pursuit  in  this 
state  of  any  lawful  business,  trade,  or  occu- 
pation is  or  may  be  reetricted  or  prevented, 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  against  public  pol- 
icy, illegal,  and  void."  Laws  1899,  chap. 
090,  p.  1514. 

The  complainant  says  that  the  agreement 
in  question  violates  this  statute,  because 
it  tends  to  create  a  monopoly  in  the  hands 


strain  such  purchase.  The  action  must  be 
by  the  corporation.  Ames  v.  American 
•lelcph.  b  Teleg.  Co.  166  Fed.  820. 

But  a  stockholder  is  entitled  to  an  in- 
junction to  restrain  a  rival  corporation 
from  voting  stock  in  his  corporation,  which 
it  acquired  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
control  thereof,  in  order  to  change  the  man- 
agement in  its  own  interests  and  to  create 
a  monopoly.  Bijiclow  v.  Calumet  A,  H.  Min. 
Co.  153  Fed.  8G9.  See  aUo  case  on.  subse- 
quent hearing,  in  04  C.  C.  A.  13,  167  Fed. 
721. 

A  stockholder  in  a  corporation  may,  un- 
der the  New  York  anti-trust  law,  maintain 
a  bill  in  equity  to  avoid  an  illegal  consolida- 
tion of  his  corporation  with  rival  corpora- 
tions, and  to  restrain  the  enforcement  or 
carrying  out  of  an  agreement  between  such 
corporations  to  that  end.  Continsntal  Se- 
curities Co.  V.  Interborough  Rapid  Transit 
Co.  165  Fed.  945. 

Where  the  officers  of  a  corporation  enter 
into  an  unlawful  combination  with  another 
corporation  to  create  a  monopoly,  a  stock- 
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holder  thereof  is  entitled  to  the  aid  of 
equity  to  compel  them  to  abandon  such 
unlawful  connection,  and  to  return  to  their 
duties  under  the  charter  contract  of  the 
company.  MacGinniss  v.  Boston  &  M. 
Consol.  Copper  &  S.  Min.  Co.  29  Mont  428, 
75  Pac.  89. 

A  stockholder  of  a  public  service  corpora- 
tion may  attack  the  validity  of  a  contract 
by  which  a  rival  corporation  obtains  control 
of  his  corporation,  the  purpose  thereof  be- 
ing to  create  a  monopoly.  Dunbar  v.  Ameri- 
can Teleph.  &  Teleg.  Co.  224  111.  10,  115 
Am.  St.  Rep.  132,  79  N.  E.  423,  8  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  57,  reaffirmed  in  same  case  in 
238  111.  456,  87  N.  E.  521. 

And  a  stockholder  of  a  corporation  may 
maintain  a  bill  in  equity  to  restrain  the 
disposal  of  property  of  the  corporation  to 
a  competing  corporation,  under  an  agree- 
ment tending  fca  promote  a  monopoly. 
Harding  v.  American  Glucose  Co,  182  IIL 
551,  64  L.R.A.  738,  74  Am.  St  Bep.  189, 
55  N.  E.  577. 
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of  members  of  the  association  and  other 
general  contractors  who  comply  with  its 
provisions.  It  may  well  be  doubted,  how- 
ever, whether  a  combination  of  employers 
and  employees  in  the  building  trade  could 
ever  be  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  mo- 
nopoly "in  the  manufacture,  production,  or 
sale  in  this  state  of  any  article  or  commod- 
ity of  common  use."  Be  that  as  it  may,  the 
thing  which  is  essential  to  the  existence  of 
a  monopoly — the  concentration  of  business 
in  the  hands  of  a  few — is  not  present  here. 
The  business  of  installing  flreproofing  in  the 
city  of  New  York  is  open  to  all  who  choose 
to  engage  in  it  under  existing  economic 
conditions.  General  contractors  cannot  be 
said  to  have  a  monopoly  when  any  person 
can  be  a  general  contractor.  Members  of 
the  unions  cannot  be  said  to  be  monopolists 
when  any  qualified  bricklayer  can  join  a 
union.  Moreover,  while  it  is  probable  un- 
der the  New  York  decisions  (Rourke  v. 
Elk  Drug  Co.  75  App.  Div.  145,  77  N.  Y. 
Supp.  373)  that  a  person  specially  injured 
by  a  violation  of  this  anti-monopoly  statute 
would  have  a  right  of  action  for  damages, 
it  seems,  upon  the  principle  of  the  cases 
cited  with  respect  to  the  Federal  statute, 
that  only  the  attorney  general  can  sue  for 
an  injunction,  such  a  suit  being  authorized 
by  a  section  of  the  statute. 

The  complainant,  thus  falling  to  show 
any  right  to  an  injunction  upon  the  ground 
that  the  agreement  is  contrary  to  public 
policy,  or  in  contravention  of  any  state  or 
national  anti-trust  statute,  can  only  estab- 
lish that  it  is  entitled  to  such  relief  by 
showing  that  the  execution  of  the  agree- 
ment amounted  to  a  conspiracy,  and  that 
its  enforcement  threatens  injury;  and  to 
ascertain  whether  the  complainant  has  es- 
tablished this  requires  the  examination  of 
a  most  important  phase  of  the  law  of  con- 
spiracies as  affecting  combinations  of  labor 
and  combinations  between  labor  and  capi- 
ta. 

A  "conspiracy"  may  be  broadly  defined  as 
a  combination  to  efi°ect  an  illegal  object  as 
an  end  or  means.  And  a  "civil  conspiracy," 
which  we  are  considering,  may  be  defined  as 
a  combination  of  two  or  more  persons  to 
arcomplish,  by  concerted  action,  an  unlaw- 
ful or  oppressive  object;  or  a  lawful  object 
by  unlawful  or  oppressive  means.  To  sus- 
tain an  action,  damage  must  have  resulted 
from  the  combination;  to  warrant  an  .in- 
junction, damage  must  be  threatened. 

And  so  the  inquiry  is:  (1)  Was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  agreement  unlawful  or  oppres- 
sive? (2)  If  the  object  were  lawful  and 
free  from  oppression,  were  the  means  un- 
lawful or  oppressive? 

The  direct  object  or  purpose  of  a  combi- 
nation furnishes  the  primary  test  of  its  le- 
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gality.  It  is  not  every  injury  inflicted  upon 
third  persons  in  its  operation  that  renders 
a  combination  unlawful.  It  is  not  enough 
to  establish  illegality  in  an  agreement  be- 
tween certain  persons,  to  show  that  it  works 
harm  to  others.  An  agreement  entered  into 
for  the  primary  purpose  of  promoting  the 
interests  of  the  parties  is  not  rendered  ille- 
gal by  the  fact  that  it  may  incidentally 
injure  third  persons.  Conversely,  an  agree- 
ment entered  into  for  the  primary  purpose 
of  injuring  another  is  not  rendered  legal 
by  the  fact  that  it  may  incidentally  benefit 
the  parties.  As  a  general  rule  it  may  be 
stated  that,  when  the  chief  object  of  a  com- 
bination is  to  injure  or  oppress  third  per- 
sons, it  is  a  conspiracy;  but  that,  when 
such  injury  or  oppression  is  merely  inci- 
dental to  the  carrying  out -of  a  lawful  pur- 
pose, it  is  not  a  conspiracy.  Stated  in  an- 
other way:  A  combination  entered  into 
for  the  real  malicious  purpose  of  injuring 
a  third  person  in  his  business  or  property 
may  amount  to  a  conspiracy  and  furnish  a 
ground  of  action  for  the  damages  sustained, 
or  call  for  an  injunction,  even  though 
formed  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  bene- 
fiting its  members  and  actually  operating 
to  some  extent  to  their  advantage;  but  a 
combination  without  such  ulterior  oppres- 
sive object,  entered  into  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  by  lawful  means  the  com- 
mon interests  of  its  members,  is  not  a  con- 
spiracy. A  laborer,  as  well  as  a  builder, 
trader,  or  manufacturer,  has  the  right  to 
conduct  his  affairs  in  any  lawful  manner, 
even  though  he  may  thereby  injure  others. 
So,  several  laborers  and  builders  may  com- 
bine for  mutual  advantage,  and,  so  long  as 
the  motive  is  not  malicious,  the  object  not 
unlawful  nor  oppressive,  and  the  means  nei- 
ther deceitful  nor  fraudulent,  the  result  is 
not  a  conspiracy,  although  it  may  necessa- 
rily work  injury  to  other  persons.  The 
damage  to  such  persons  may  be  serious, — 
it  may  even  extend  to  their  ruin, — but,  if 
it  is  infiicted  by  a  combination  in  the  legiti- 
mate pursuit  of  its  own  affairs,  it  is  dam- 
num absque  injuria.  The  damage  is  pres- 
ent, but  the  unlawful  object  is  absent.  And 
so  the  essential  question  must  always  be 
whether  the  object  of  a  combination  is  to 
do  harm  to  others,  or  to  exercise  the  rights 
of  the  parties  for  their  own  benefit. 

These  principles  are  well  settled  by  the 
leading  cases  upon  conspiracies.  Thus,  in 
the  celebrated  case  of  Mogul  S.  S.  Co.  v. 
McGregor,  L.  R.  21  Q.  B.  Div.  552,  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Coleridge  said:  "I  do  not 
doubt  the  acts  done  by  the  defendants  here, 
if  done  wrongfully  and  maliciously,  or  if 
done  in  furtherance  of  a  wrongful  and  ma- 
licious combination,  would  be  ground  for  an 
action  on  the  case  at  the  suit  of  one  who 
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ing  in  the  agreement  being  bound  by  its 
stipulations,  it  was  necessary  for  their  pro- 
tection that  competing  outside  builders 
should  only  employ  bricklayers  upon  the 
same  conditions.  So,  it  was  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  bricklayers  themselves  to 
have  means  for  enforcing  uniformity  in 
terms  of  employment. 

It  also  seems  clear  from  the  testimony 
that  the  object  of  clause  5  was  to  benefit 
tlie  bricklayers.  Certainly  from  their  point 
of  view  substantial  benefits  accrue  from 
preventing  the  installation  of  fireproofing 
by  separate  contractors.  Through  the  oper- 
ation of  this  clause,  the  men  who  do  the 
exposed  work  secure  the  easier  and  safer 
inside  work  and  more  continuous  employ- 
ment than  would  otherwise  be  the  case. 
The  specializatioa  of  the  bricklayers'  trade 
througli  the  growth  of  a  class  of  workmen 
who  would  devote  themselves  to  setting  fire 
brick,  and  would,  in  the  end,  take  all  that 
work  from  the  ordinary  bricklayer,  is  pre- 
vented. 

It  is  true  that  the  complainant  contends 
that  these  advantages  are  fanciful  rather 
than  real,  and  points  out  that  much  of  the 
fireproofing  is  laid  before  the  walls.  Still 
it  appears  that  a  very  large  amount  of  fire- 
proofing  is  done  after  the  walls  are  com- 
pleted, and  the  contention  of  the  bricklay- 
ers that  they  obtain  advantages  through 
the  operation  of  clause  6  in  securing  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  work  and  steady  employ- 
ment seems  well  founded.  The  complain- 
ant also  contends  that  there  would  be  no 
danger  of  specialization  in  the  bricklayers' 
trade  should  it  take  separate  contracts  for 
installing  fireproofing,  but  the  evidence  does 
not  support  this  contention.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  indicates  that  the  apprehensions 
of  the  bricklayers,  as  shown  upon  the  rec- 
ord, are  not  without  foundation. 

Considering  all  the  testimony,  we  are  sat- 
isfied that  the  direct  object  of  the  adoption 
of  the  clauses  in  question  was  to  benefit  the 
parties,  and  not  to  injure  the  complainant, 
or  other  persons  in  a  similar  situation.  Any 
particular  or  special  intention  to  injure  the 
complainant  is,  of  course,  negatived  by  the 
fact  that  the  clauses  in  question  were  in- 
serted in  the  trade  agreement  between  the 
parties  long  before  the  complainant  under- 
took to  do  any  business  in  the  city  of  New 
York. 

The  object  of  the  agreement  being  neither 
unlawful  nor  oppressive,  the  next  inquiry 
is  whether  the'  means  adopted  to  make  it 
efi'ective  were  unlawful  or  oppressive. 

As  indicated  in  the  statement  of  facts,  no 
threats  or  acts  of  intimidation,  except  in 
connection  with  the  enforcement  of  clause 
6,  are  shown.  Instances  do  appear,  how- 
ever, in  which  bricklayers  struck  and  ceased 
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to  work  because  they  claimed  that  work 
was.  being  done  in  violation  of  this  clause. 
So,  statements  were  made  by  members  of 
the  Builders'  Association  and  of  the  unions 
that  the  complainant  would  not  be  permit- 
ted to  take  separate  contracts  for  the  in- 
stallation of  fireproofing.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  review  the  acts  of  the  defendants  in  de- 
tail. We  are  not  satisfied  that,  if  the  de- 
fendants or  their  representatives  made 
threats,  they  threatened  to  do  anything 
which  they  had  no  right  to  do.  The  object 
of  the  agreement  was  not  unlawful.  Tlie 
defendants  had  the  right  to  strike  to  secure 
its  enforcement.  They  also  had  the  right 
to  notify  the  complainant  and  persons'with 
whom  it  had  dealings  that  it  could  not  take 
contracts  for  the  installation  of  fireproofing 
contrary  to  the  terms  of  the  agreement, 
without  incurring  its  penalties.  But  a 
threat  to  do  that  which  a  person  has  the 
right  to  do  is  not  unlawful.  In  National 
Protective  Asso.  v.  Camming,  170  N.  Y. 
316,  330,  58  L.R.A.  135,  88  Am.  St.  Rep. 
648,  63  N.  E.  369,  373,  already  referred  to, 
the  court  said:  "They  did  not  threaten  to 
employ  any  illegal  method  to  accomplish 
that  result.  They  notified  them  of  the  pur- 
pose of  the  defendants  to  secure  this  work 
for  themselves,  and  to  prevent  McQueed 
and  his  associates  from  getting  it,  and  in 
doing  that  they  but  informed  them  of  their 
intention  to  do  what  they  had  a  right  to 
do,  and  when  a  man  purposes  to  do  some- 
thing which  he  has  a  legal  right  to  do, 
there  is  no  law  which  prevents  him  from 
telling  another  who  will  be  affected  by  his 
act,  of  his  intention." 

A.nd  in  John  D.  Park  &  Sons  Co.  v.  Nik- 
tional  Wholesale  Druggists'  Asso.  175  N.  Y. 
1,  20,  62  L.R.A.  632,  96  Am.  St.  Rep.  678, 
67  N.  E.  136,  143,  it  was  also  said:  "There 
are  no  threats  alleged  in  this  complaint, 
on  the  part  of  defendants  to  do  anything  ex- 
cept that  which  they  have  a  right  to  do, 
if  the  views  so  far  expressed  be  sound,  and 
as  we  said  in  that  case,  and  it  is  proper  to 
repeat  here,  that  a  man  may  threaten  to 
do  that  which  the  law  says  he  may  do,  pro- 
vided that,  within  the  rules  laid  down  in 
certain  cases  therein  cited,  his  motive  is  to 
help  himself." 

It  therefore,  follows  that  the  defendants 
have  not  entered  into  a  combination  to  ac- 
complish an  unlawful  or  oppressive  object, 
or  a  lawful  object  by  unlawful  or  oppres- 
sive means,  and  are  not  guilty  of  a  com- 
mon-law conspiracy. 

Finally,  the  complainant  contends  that 
the  agreement  amounts  to  a  conspiracy  un- 
der the  Penal  Code  of  the  state  of  New 
York  (§  168,  subds.  5  and  6).  But  the  prin- 
ciples applicable  to  conspiracies  at  common 
law,   which   we   have  considered,   apply  to 
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conspiracies  under  the  statute.  The  test  of 
the  application  of  the  statute  is  the  purpose 
of  the  combination,  and  if  the  object  and 
meaos  be  lawful,  there  is  no  conspiracy, 
evpn  though  a  third  person  may  be  inciden- 
tally injured. 

And  so  the  conclusion  must  be  that  the 
Circuit  Court  was  ri)^ht  in  dismissing  the 
complaint.  Nevertheless  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  the  complainant  has  ground  for 
complaining.  It  desires  to  engage  in  a  law- 
ful and  legitimate  business  in  a  lawful  and 
legitimate  way,  and  is  practically  prevented 
from  so  doing  by  the  acts  of  the  defendants. 
Its  right  to  do  business  in  the  manner  it 
desires  is  interfered  with,  and  the  law  af- 
fords it  no  remedy,  because  such  interfer- 
ence is  only  incidental  to  the  exercise  by 
the  defendants  of  their  own  right  to  con- 
tract for  their  own  benefit.  The  complain- 
ant is  injured,  but  has  no  remedy.  The  law 
could  only  make  it  possible  for  the  com- 
plainant to  do  business  in  the  way  it 
chooses  by  compelling  the  defendants  to  do 
business  in  the  way  they  do  not  choose. 
But,  when  equal  rights  clash,  the  law  can- 
not interfere. 

Decree  affirmed,  with  costs. 


WASHINGTON    SUPREME!    COURT. 

MARGARET    McDOUGALL,    Appt., 

V. 

CHARLES  A.  MURRAY  et  al.,  Respts. 
("  WsLshJ^,  106  Pac.  490. 
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Record  —  notice  —  unrecorded    deed  — 

qnitclaini. 

A  grantee  in  a  quitclaim  deed,  without 
actual  notice,  is  entitled  to  protection 
against  a  prior  unrecorded  deed  from  the 
same  grantor,  under  a  statute  making  re- 
corded deeds  valid  asainst  bona  fide  pur- 
chasers from  the  date  of  their  filing  for 
record. 

(January  22,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  Pierce  County 
dismissing  an  action  brought  to  establish 
and  quiet  title  to  certain  real  estate.  Af- 
firmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  J.  W.  A.  Nichols,  for  appellant: 

The  grantee  in  a  quitclaim  deed  is  not  an 
innocent  purchaser,  and  hence  cannot  plead 
■a  estoppel  against  a  prior  grantcie. 

Oliver  v.  Piatt,  3  How.  333,  11  L.  ed. 
822;  Runyon  V.  Smitli,  18  Fed.  579;  Dod^P 
V.  Briggs,  27  Fed.  100;  Goddard  v.  Donalia, 
42  Kan.  754,  22  Pac.  708;  Ferguson  v.  Tar- 
box,  3  Kan.  App.  050,  44  Pac.  005;  Plcas- 
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ants  V.  Blodgett,  39  Neb.  741,  42  Am.  St. 
Rep.  624,  58  N.  W.  423;  Virginia  &  T.  Coal 
&  I.  Co.  V.  Fields,  94  Va.  102,  26  S.  E.  426; 
13  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  595;  Hacker  v. 
White,  22  Wash.  415,  79  Am.  St.  Rep.  945, 
60  Pac.  1114;  Rohrer  v.  Snyder,  29  Wash. 
200,  69  Pac.  748. 

Morris,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court; 

The  only  question  involved  in  this  appeal 
is,  Is  the  grantee  in  a  quitclaim  deed  an 
innocent  purchaser  within  the  meaning  of 
the  recording  acts? 

Both  appellant  and  respondents  derive 
title  to  the  lands  in  controversy  through 
John  McCready,  who  on  November  29,  1892, 
by  quitclaim  deed  conveyed  the  lands  to 
Alexander  McCready,  which  deed  was  re- 
corded July  8,  1902.  On  July  19,  1902, 
Alexander  McCready  joined  with  Benjamin 
McCready  in  a  conveyance  by  quitclaim  deed 
of  various  lands,  including  the  land  in  con- 
troversy, to  their  sister,  the  appellant,  which 
deed  is  the  foundation  of  her  present  claim 
of  title.  On  August  9,  1894,  John  McCready 
conveyed  these  lands  by  quitclaim  deed  to 
Angus  Mcintosh,  the  deed  being  recorded 
August  22,  1894.  On  June  20,  1896,  Mc- 
intosh conveyed  by  quitclaim  to  Charles  A, 

Note.  —  Pretse&ence  as  'betioeen  quit- 
claim  deed  and  senior  unrecorded 
deed. 

The  question  whether  the  grantee  under 
a  quitclaim  deed  may  be  considered  a  bona 
fide  purchaser  within  the  meaning  of  the 
recording  acts,  and  as  such  to  be  entitled  to 
protection  as  against  a  senior  unrecorded 
deed,  has  heretofore  been  the  subject  of  an- 
notation in  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  240,  to  which 
the   following  cases   are   supplementary: 

A  purchaser  holding  by  quitclaim  deed 
only  may  be  a  purchaser  in  good  faith  as 
against  latent,  hidden,  or  secret  equities 
undisvoverable  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary 
and  reasonable  diligence,  and,  under  the 
registry  laws,  such  a  purchaser  may  hold 
title  in  good  faith  as  against  prior  unre- 
corded deeds  concerning  which  he  had  no 
notice  and  no  reasonable  means  of  obtain- 
ing notice,  Eger  v.  Brown,  77  Kan.  510, 
15  L.R.A.(N.S.)   459,  94  Pac.  803. 

An  unrecorded  quitclaim  deed  will  be  held 
to  be  inferior  and  subordinate  to  a  subse- 
quent quitclaim  deed  from  the  same  grant- 
or, where  the  holder  of  the  latter  deed  is 
a  purchaser  in  good  faith,  for  value,  is  ig- 
norant of  the  former  conveyance,  and  when 
the  existence  of  the  prior  deed  was  so  con- 
cealed that  it  could  not  be  discovered  by  the 
exercise  of  reasonable  diligence  on  the  part 
of  the  subsequent  grantee.  Ennis  v.  Tucker, 
78  Kan.  55,  130  Am.  St.  Rep.  352,  96  Pac 
140. 

A  quitclaim  grantee  purchasing  in  good 
>  faith,  aftQr  exercising  all  reasonable  dili- 
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Murray,  which  deed  was  recorded  June  21, 
1895,  and  on  December  24,  1895,  Murray,  by 
warranty  deed,  conveyed  to  his  wife  Jennie 
R.  Murray,  which  deed  was  recorded  April  4, 
1901.  On  April  2/,  1908,  Jennie  R.  Murray, 
joining  with  her  husband,  conveyed  to  A.  J. 
Weiabach  by  warranty  deed  recorded  Jan- 
uary 7,  1909.  Appellant  brought  the  ac- 
tion.to  establish  and  quiet  ner  title  to  the 
land,  and  from  an  adverse  judgment  she  ap- 
peals. Respondents  do  not  appear  here,  and 
we  have  no  brief  in  their  behalf. 

There  was  formerly  much  controversy 
over  the  question  suggested  by  the  appeal; 
many  cases  holding  that,  inasmuch  as  a 
quitclaim  deed  purports  to  convey  only  the 
interest  of  the  grantor,  it  cannot  have  any 
operation  when  he  has  already  parted  with 
his  interest,  and  that  it  is  not  material  that 
his  grantee  had  no  actual  notice  of  that 
fact,  that  the  restricted  language  of  the  con- 
veyance is  equivalent  to  notice,  and,  as  a 
final  result,  that  he  who  accepts  such  a  con- 
veyance cannot,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
recording  acts,  be  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  and 
as  such  entitled  to  protection  against  prior 
conveyances  made  bj-  his  grantor.  Such,  we 
think,  is  no  longer  the  rule.  The  undoubted 
weight  of  authority  in  the  more  recent 
cases,  following  and  enforced  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  in  Moelle 
V.  Sherwood,  148  U.  S.  21,  37  L.  ed.  350,  13 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  426,  and  United  States  v. 
California  &  O.  Land  Co.  148  U.  S.  31,  37 
L.  ed.  354,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  458,  has  estab- 
lished the  rule  that  the  grantee  in  a  quit- 
claim deed  occupies  the  same  position  under 
the   recording  acts  as  the  grantee  in   any 


other  form  of  conveyance.     In  the  Moello 
Case,    Mr.    Justice    Field    says:     ''The  doc- 
trine,  expressed   in   many   cases,  that  the 
grantee  in  a  quitclaim  deed  cannot  be  trpat- 
ed  as  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  does  not  e(?em 
to  rest  upon  any  sound  principle.    It  is  as- 
serted upon  the  assumption  that  the  form 
of  the  instrument,  that  the  grantor  iner«ly 
releases  to  the  grantee  his  claim,  whatever 
it   may   be,    without   any   warranty  of  its 
value,  or  only  passes  whatever  interest  he 
may  have  at  tlie  time,  indicates  that  there 
may  be  other  and  outstanding  claims  or  in- 
terests which  may  possibly  affect  the  title 
of  the   property,   and   therefore^  it  ia  said 
that  the  grantee  in  accepting  a  conveyance 
of  that  kind  cannot  be  a  bona  fide  purchaser 
and  entitled  to  protection  as  such,  and  that 
he  is  in  fact  thus  notified  by  his  grantor 
that  there  may  be  some  defect  in  his  title, 
and  be  must  take  it  at  his  risk.    This  as- 
sumption we  do  not  think  justified  by  the 
language  of  such  deeds  or  the  general  opin- 
ion of  conveyancers.     There  may  be  many 
reasons  why  the  holder  of  property  may  re- 
fuse  to    accompany    his    conveyance   of   it 
with  an  express  warranty  of  the  soundness 
of  its  title,  or  its  freedom  from  the  claims 
of   others,  or  to  execute  a  conveyance  in 
such  form  as  to  imply  a  warranty  of  any 
kind,  even  when  the  title  is  known  to  be 
perfect.    He  may  hold  the  property  only  m 
a  trustee,  or  in  a  corporate  or  official  char- 
acter,  and   be  unwilling,   for   that   reason, 
to  assume  any  personal  responsibility  as  to 
its  title  or  freedom  from  liens,  or  he  may 
be  unwilling  to  do  so  from  notions  peculiar 
to  himself,  and  the  purchaser  may  be  un- 


gence  in  making  inquiries  and  in  the  exam- 
ination of  the  records,  has  a  right  superior 
to  that  of  another  who  has  failed  to  have 
his  warranty  deed  recorded,  or  otherwise  to 
give  notice  of  his  interest.  Tucker  v.  Gib- 
son,  80  Kan.  BO,   101   Pac.   633. 

A  grantee  in  a  recorded  quitclaim  deed, 
for  value,  who  has  no  actual  notice,  holds 
a  good  title  against  a  superior  unrecorded 
deed  subject  to  record,  and  holds  a  good 
title  against  any  equity  to  which  the  record- 
ing act  applies.  Hendricks  v.  Callowaj-,  211 
Mo.  636,  111  S.  W.  60;  Starr  v.  Bartz,  219 
Mo.  47,  117  S.  W.  1125. 

A  bona  fide  purchaser  of  real  estate  who 
takes  title  by  quitclaim  should  be  protect- 
ed as  against  the  holder  of  an  unrecorded 
deed,  of  which  the  purchaser  had  no  notice. 
Bannard  v.  Duncan,  79  Neb.  189,  126  Am. 
St.  Rep.  661,  112  N.  W.  353. 

The  rule  that  a  purchaser  for  valuable 
consideration,  without  notice  of  a  prior  un- 
recorded conveyance,  is  within  the  protec- 
tion of  the  recording  acts,  although  he  takes 
by  quitclaim  deed,  is  recognized  in  Riley  v. 
Robinson,  128  App.  Div.  178,  112  N.  Y. 
Supp.  753. 

The  doctrine  of  the  case  reported  is  re- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


iterated   in  Eyanson  v.  Waidlich    (Wash.) 
106  Pac.  746. 

As  demonstrated  by  previous  annotation, 
the  Texas  courts  make  a  distinction  between 
cases  where  the  deed  in  question,  although 
nominally  a  quitclaim,  discloses  an  inten- 
tion to  sell  and  purchase  the  land,  and 
those  in  which  the  subject  of  the  transac- 
tion is  a  mere  claim  of  title,  holding  that 
in  the  former  case  the  purchaser  is  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  the  recording  acts,  while 
in  the  latter  case  he  is  not.  This  doctrine  is 
applied  in  McMurrey  v.  Columbia  Lumber 
Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  120  S.  W.  240.  in 
which  it  was  held  that  a  deed  executed  by 
grantors  described  as  the  "heirs  of  a  cer- 
tain person,  and  conveying  all  their  right, 
title,  and  interest  in  and  to  all  their  lands 
in  a  certain  county,  and  a  similar  deed 
transferring  all  the  grantors'  right,  title, 
and  interest  in  and  to  all  land  they  may 
have  an  interest  in  in  a  certain  county  by 
being  heirs  at  law  of  their  grandfather, 
were  not  such  deeds  as  will  support  a  plea 
of  an  innocent  purchaser,  and  did  not  en- 
title the  grantee  to  protection  as  against  » 
prior  grantee  in  an  unrecorded  deed. 
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ikk  to  Mcure  s  conTeyanee  of  the  prop- 
•rty  desired  in  any  other  form  than  one 
o(  qnitebum,  or  of  a  simple  transfer  of  the 
gnntor's  interest.  It  would  be  unreason- 
able to  hold  that,  for  hia  inability  to  secure 
any  other  form  of  conveyance,  he  should 
be  denied  the  position  and  character  of  a 
bona  fide  purchaser,  however  free  in  fact 
hii  conduct  in  the  purchase  may  have  been 
from  any  imputation  of  the  want  of  good 
faith."  Brevity  forbids  a  more  extended 
qnotation.  The  entire  case  is  highly  in- 
itruetive  and  interesting  to  one  seeking  aid 
on  the  question  before  us.  Mr.  Justice 
Brewer  announces  the  same  rule  in  the  two 
following  cases,  and  it  is  again  announced 
by  Mr.  justice  Gray  in  Stanley  t.  Schwalby, 
162  U.  S.  255,  40  L.  ed.  900,  10  Sup.  Ct. 
Bep.  754. 

The  deed  from  John  McCready  to  McTn- 
tosh,  who  paid  a  valuable  consideration,  was 
ncorded  August  22,  1894;  while  the  deed 
from  John  McCready  to  Alexander  AIc- 
Cready,  under  which  appellant  claims,  was 
Bflt  recorded  until  July  8,  1902.  The  stat- 
ute Ballinger's  Anno.  Codes  &,  Statutes, 
{  4J35,  [Pierce's  Code,  §  4441]  requires  that 
ill  deeds  shall  bo  recorded  in  the  office  of 
the  county  auditor  of  the  county  in  which 
the  land  is  situate,  and  shall  be  valid 
against  bona  flde  purchasers  from  the  date 
of  their  Sling  in  said  office  for  record,  and 
when  so  filed  shall  be  notice  to  all  the  world. 
It  appears  from  the  record  that  neither  the 
respondents  nor  Mcintosh  had  knowledge 
that  John  McCready  had  executed  the  deed 
to  Alexander  McCready  on  November  29, 
1892,  until  such  knowledge  came  from  its 
Wing  for  record  July  8,  1902,  although  they 
made  inquiries  as  to  the  ownership  of  the 
property  and  a  search  of  the  records  prior 
tn  the  purchase  by  Mcintosh.  Under  such 
circumstances  Alclntosh  was  an  innocent 
purchaser  in  good  faith,  and  he  and  his 
grantees  are  entitled  to  all  the  protection 
awarded  by  the  recording  act  to  such  pur- 
rbaaers.  The  territorial  court,  in  Ankeny  v. 
(lark,  1  Wash.  649,  20  Pac.  583,  laid  down 
the  rule  that  "under  the  statutes  of  our  ter- 
ritory a  quitclaim  deed  is  just  as  effectual 
to  convey  the  title  to  real  estate  as  any 
other  form  of  deed,  and  a  grantee  in  a  quit- 
claim deed  is  entitled  to  the  same  presump- 
tions as  to  bona  fides,  and  has  the  same 
rigfau  as  a  grantee  in  a  deed  of  general  war- 
nuity."  This  case  was  followed  by  this 
eoort  in  West  Seattle  Land  &  Improv.  Co.  v. 
Xwelty  Mill  Co.  31  Wash.  435,  72  Pac.  69. 
We  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the 
court  below  followed  the  better  and  greater 
weight  of  authority  in  announcing  its  rul- 
ing, a  ruling  not  only  supported  by  the 
vtight  of  authority,  but  based  upon  the 
roundest  reasoi..ng.  Reference  may  be  had 
a  L.RJi.(N£.) 


to  the  case  of  Babcock  t.  Wells,  105  Am.  St. 
Rep.  848,  where  in  a  monographic  note  many 
cases  upon  the  point  before  us  ere  collated 
and  discussed;  also  to  the  Central  Law  Jour- 
nal, (vol.  70,  p.  10)  under  date  of  January  7, 
1910,  where  the  same  subject  is  treated  in 
a  note  following  the  case  of  Downs  v.  Rich. 
The  judgment  is  affirmed. 

Rndkin,   Ch.  J.,  and   Chadwlck,   Fal- 
lerton,  and  Goso,  JJ.,  concur. 


ILLINOIS  SVPBEME  COURT. 

RICHFORD  WRIGHT,  Appt., 

EUZABETH   WRIGHT. 

(242  111.   71,  89  N.  E.  789.) 

Husband   and   wife  —  purchase  of   real 
estate  —  resulting  trust. 

1.  No  presumption  of  a  gift  or  advance- 
ment arises  where  a  wife  furnishes  the  pur- 
chase money  for  real  estate  and  the  title  is 
taken  in  the  name  of  the  husband,  but  in 
such  case  a  resulting  trust  arises  in  her 
favor,  which  will  be  enforced  in  equity. 
Same  —  conveyance  —  laches. 

2.  The  mere  fact  that  a  wife  who  fur- 
nishes the  money  to  purchase  real  estate, 
the  title  to  which  is  taken  in  the  name  of 
her  husband,  does  not  bring  an  action 
against  him  during  his  lifetime  to  compel  a 
conveyance  to  herself,  is  not  such  laches 
as  will  bar  the  action,  where  they  live  to- 
gether upon  the  property  and  she  is  unable 
to  read  or  write,  while  he  repeatedly  prom- 
ises to  convey  the  title  to  her. 

(October  2«,  1909.) 


Note.— Effect  of  inve«ttnent  by  hua- 
band  in  his  oven  name  of  wife's 
separate  property  in  real  estate,  to 
create  trust  in  her  favor. 

As  shown  in  the  note  to  Sparks  t.  Taylor, 
0  L.R.A.(N.S.)  381,  the  proposition  is  gen- 
erally accepted  that  where  a  wife  intrust'; 
money  of  her  own  estate  to  her  husband,  to 
be  invested  by  him  for  her  benefit  in  real 
estate,  taking  the  title  in  her  name,  and 
the  husband  takes  the  title  in  himself,  a 
trust  results  in  favor  of  the  wife. 

The  following  decisions  handed  down 
since  the  note  referred  to  was  written  are 
in  accord  with  the  principle  just  stated: 
Hudson  V.  Wright,  204  Mo.  412,  103  S.  W. 
8;  Reed  v.  Sperry,  103  Mo.  167,  91  S.  W. 
62;  Heintz  v.  Heintz  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  120 
S.  W.  941;  Smith  v.  Smith,  132  Iowa,  700, 
119  Am.  St.  Rep.  581,  109  N.  W.  194; 
Freeland  v.  Williamson,  220  Mo.  217,  110 
S.  W.  560. 

Where  it  is  sought  to  establish  a  trust 
in  a  man's  real  property  for  the  benefit  of 
his  wife,  it  must  be  shown  by  clear  and 
convincing    testimony,   not   only    that   tha 
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APPEAL  by  complainant  from  a  decree 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Jackson  Coimty 
in  defendant's  favor  in  a  suit  to  establish 
the  dower  and  homestead  rights  of  defend- 
ant in  certain  lands,  in  which  suit  defend- 
ant by  cross  bill  prayed  that  the  l^al  title 
to  certain  of  such  lands  be  quieted  in  her 
al  leging  that  a  resulting  trust  existed  there- 
in in  her  favor  which  she  was  entitled  to 
have  executed.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  William  A.  Schwartz,  W.  F. 
Ellis,  and  James  H.  Martin  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  McElvain  &  Glenn  and  H. 
Clay  Horner,  for  appellee: 

Where  land  is  purchased  with  money  of 
one,  and  title  is  taken  in  the  name  of 
another,  a  trust  at  once  results  in  favor  of 
the  party  who  pays  the  price,  and  the 
holder  of  the  legal  title  becomes  a  trustee 
for  him. 

Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  §§  981,  1037;  Van  Buskirk 
.  v.  Van  Buskirk,  148  111.  19,  3£  N.  E.  383; 
Boyd  T.  M'Lean,  1  Johns.  Ch.  586;  Bruce  v. 
Roney,  18  III.  72;  Nichols  v.  Thornton,  16 
111.  113;  Perry  v.  Mellenrj',  13  111.  232; 
Donlin  v.  Bradley,  119  111.  419,  10  K.  E. 
11;   Bispham,  Eq.  §  81. 

The  one  exception, — where  the  one  who 
pays  the  money  is  under  a  legal,  or,  even  in 
some  cases,  a  moral  obligation  to  maintain 
the  person  in  whose  name  the  purchase  is 
made,  equity  raises  the  presumption  that 
the  purchase  is  intended  as  an  advancement 
or  gift  to  such  recipient,  and  no  trust  re- 
sults, as  it  cannot  be  claimed  that  wives 


must,  as  a  matter  of  law,  support  their 
husbands. 

Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  §  1039,  and  notes;  Mc- 
Donald V.  Carr,  150  111.  207,  37  N.  E.  225; 
Euans  v.  Curtis,  190  111.  199,  60  N.  E  66; 
Perrj-,  Tr.  §  143. 

There  has  been  no  laches,  as  the  intimate 
relation  of  husband  and  wife,  the  joint  pos- 
session by  them,  the  inability  of  the  wife 
to  read  or  write,  her  fear  of  her  husband, 
his  repeated  statements  that  he  would  con- 
vey but  for  a  trouble  he  mentioned,  and  all 
other  circumstances,  must  be  considered. 

Van  Buskirk  v.  Van  Buskirk,  148  III.  25, 
35  N.  E.  383;  Reynolds  v.  Sumner,  126  111. 
71,  1  L.R.A.  327,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  523,  IS 
N.  E.  334;  Oewitt  v.  Shea,  203  111.  396,  96 
Am.  St.  Rep.  311,  67  N.  E.  761;  Acklej  v. 
Croucher,  203  111.  535,  68  N.  E.  86;  Ryder 
V. -Emrich,  104  111.  474;  Madison  v.  Madison, 
206  111.  639,  69  N.  E.  625;  Harris  v.  Mcln- 
tyre,  118  III.  289,  8  N.  E.  182;  Loften  v. 
Witboard,  92  111.  462. 

VIckers,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
oourt. 

Richford  Wright,  appellant,  filed  a  pe- 
tition in  the  circuit  court  of  Jackson  countr 
to  have  the  dower  and  homestead  of  Eliza- 
beth Wright  assigned  in  certain  lands  of 
which  Ellis  Wright,  father  of  appllant  and 
husband  of  appellee,  died  seised.  Eli/iiln-th 
Wright  answered  the  petition,  admitting 
that  Ellis  Wright,  her  husband,  dicj  seised 
of  all  of  the  lands  described  in  the  petition 
except  the  west  half  of  the  south-west  quar- 


wife's  money  came  into  the  possession  of 
the  husband,  but  that  it  was  invested  by 
him  in  the  land  in  which  the  resulting 
trust  is  sought  to  be  established,  and  con- 
stituted all  or  part  of  the  purchase  price. 
Keed  v.  Sperry,  supra. 

In  Siling  v.  Hendrickson,  193  Mo.  305, 
92  S.  W.  105,  where  a  husband  conveyed 
property  to  his  wife,  and,  on  subsequently 
exchanging  it  for  other  property,  took  title 
to  the  latter  in  his  own  name,  without  her 
knowledge,  it  was  held  that  in  so  doing  he 
became  trustee  of  the  land  for  the  benefit  of 
his  wife,  and,  on  her  death,  for  her  heirs. 

In  Levy  v.  Mitchell  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  114 
S.  W.  172,  it  appeared  that  there  was  an 
express  agreement  between  a  husband  and 
wife  to  purchase  property  with  her  sepa- 
rate estate  for  her  benefit;  that  in  pur- 
suance of  such  agreement  the  property  was 
purchased  with  the  wife's  money,  but  that 
the  title  was  taken  in  the  husband's  name, 
and  it  was  held  that  these  facts  were  sufli- 
cicnt  to  bring  the  case  within  the  general 
rule  making  the  liusl)iind,  under  such  cir- 
cumstaneos,  a  trustee  for  the  wife's  benefit, 
regardless  of  the  fact  that  her  money  was 
not  paid  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  but 
sul)s<>(|uent  by  a  payment  of  noU-s  jiivcn  by 
the  husband   when   the   transfer  was   made. 

But  it  was  held  in  Alien  v.  Allen,  101 
26  L.R-A.(N.S.) 


Tex.  362,  107  S.  W.  528,  that  the  use  by  a 
husband  of  his  wife's  money  to  meet  a  note 
given  by  him  at  the  time  he  acquire<l  the 
title  creates  no  trust  in  the  land  in  the 
wife's  favor,  notwithstanding  the  husband's 
promise  when  his  wife  paid  the  note  that 
the  land  should  be  hers. 

Where  land  is  purchased  by  a  husband 
with  his  wife's  money,  which  came  to  him 
by  virtue  of  his  marital  rights  under  the 
common  law,  it  remains  his  property  un- 
less he  waives  his  right  and  elects  to  hold 
it  as  a  trustee  for  his  wife.  Jones  t.  Jones, 
80  Ark.  379,  97  S.  W.  451. 

No  implied  trust  in  land  arises  in  favor 
of  a  wife  where  the  husband,  upon  purclias- 
ing  land  from  the  estate  of  his  wife's 
father,  makes  part  payment  therefor  with 
his  wife's  distributive  share  in  such  estate; 
it  appearing  that  her  interest  in  her  father's 
estate  was  used  by  her  husband  with  her 
consent;  that  he  was  not  acting  as  her 
agent,  nor  that  he  undertook  to  buy  the 
land  for  her;  and  further  that  the  purchase 
was  the  husband's  individual  act,  and  that 
he  bid  off  the  land  in  his  own  name,  exe- 
cuted his  own  notes  for  the  purchase  money, 
and  had  the  deed  made  to  him  when  the 
n(>t<!S  were  paid.  Stokes  v.  Clark,  131  Ga. 
583,  02  S.  E.  1028. 

In  Denny  v.  Schwabacher,  64  Wash.  689, 
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ter  of  section  25,  township  7,  south,  range 
4,  west,  of  the  third  principal  meridian, 
which  said  tract  appellee  averred  did  not 
ballon);  to  Ellis  Wright,  but  that  in  equity 
raid  80  acres  belonged  to  appellee.  Appellee 
thrn  filed  a  cross  bill,  in  which  she  alleges 
that  she  was  married  to  the  deceased,  Ellis 
Wripht,  in  May,  1866,  and  lived  with  him 
ai  his  wife  until  his  death,'  in  September, 
1907.  She  charges  in  her  cross  bill  that  at 
the  time  she  married  Ellis  Wright  she  had 
Doner  in  her  own  right,  which  she  had  re- 
ceirnl  as  a  pension  from  the  United  States 
government  on  account  of  the  death  of  Ben- 
jamin Fannin,  her  former  husband,  which 
occurred  on  October  13, 1863,  while  said  Fan- 
nin was  a  private  soldier  in  Compsny  A, 
Thirty-First  Illinois  Infantry;  that  appellee 
had  drawn  a  pension  at  the  rate  of  $8  per 
month  from  the  date  of  Fannin's  death 
until  she  married  Ellis  Wright,  in  1866; 
that  lior  monfy  was,  prior  to  the  date  of  her 
marriage  to  Ellis  Wright,  loaned  to  Hamp- 
ton Crawford,  whose  note,  signed  by  said 
Crawford  and  one  Grain  as  personal  surety, 
for  $300,  was  then  held  tfs  the  separate 
property  of  appellee.  She  charges  in  her 
crosa  bill  that  soon  after  her  marriage  to 
Ellis  Wright,  he  having  learned  that  she 
had  this  money  loaned,  insisted  that  she  call 
it  in  invest  it  in  land;  that  she  complied 
with  her  husband's  request  and  collected  the 
Crawford  note,  and  gave  the  money  to  her 
husband,  who  in  a  short  time  thereafter 
purchased  the  80  acres  of  land  now  in  con- 
troversy, using  for  that  purpose  $120  of  ap- 


pellee's money,  which  was  the  full  considera- 
tion paid  for  said  land;  that  Ellis  Wright 
took  the  deed  to  said  land  in  his  name;  that 
the  appellee  and  her  husband  moved  onto 
naid  80  acres  and  occupied  it  as  a  home- 
stead until  the  time  of  her  husband's  death, 
September  30,  1907,  and  that  appellee  still 
so  occupies  said  premises;  that  her  said 
husband  told  appellee,  before  he  bought  this 
land,  that  it  would  be '  hers  and  that  it 
would  not  burn  up  nor  could  it  be  stolen; 
that  after  the  land  had  been  bought  and  the 
husband  had  taken  the  deed  to  himself  he 
often  told  the  appellee  that  it  would  be  a 
home  for  her,  and  that  he  would  change  it. 
The  cross  bill  prays  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  legal  title  to  be  made  to  appellee,  on  the 
theory  that  a  resulting  trust  existed  which 
appellee  is  entitled  to  have  executed  by  a 
conveyance  to  her  of  the  legal  title. 

Richford  Wright,  a  son  of  Ellis  Wright 
by  a  former  marriage  and  only  surviving 
child,  filed  an  answer  to  appellee's  cross  bill, 
denying  that  appellee  paid  the  consideration 
for  said  land  or  any  part  of  it,  and  charged 
that  his  father,  Ellis  Wright,  paid  the  whole 
of  said  consideration  with  his  own  money, 
and  that  he  died  holding  both  the  legal  and 
equitable  title  to  said  land.  A  replication 
to  this  answer  was  filed,  and  the  issue  thus 
joined  was  tried  by  the  circuit  court  of  Jack- 
son county  upon  evidence  presented  in  open 
court,  and  a  decree  rendered  in  accordance 
with  the  prayer  of  the  cross  bill,  ordering  a 
deed  made  conveying  to  appellee  the  legal 
title  to  the  80  acres  involved  within  thirty 


704  Pac.  137,  it  was  said  that  where  the 
consideration  for  a  conveyance  of  property 
is  paid  from  the  separate  funds  of  one 
spouse,  and  the  property  is  conveyed  to  the 
other,  a  presumption  of  a  gift  rather  than  a 
tru'kt  arises,  and  this  presumption  can  only 
l<e  overthrown  and  the  trust  relation  estab- 
li'hed  by  evidence  that  is  clear,  cogent,  and 
convincing.  From  the  evidence  in  this  case, 
however,  the  court  found  no  difiiculty  in 
reaching  the  conclusion  that  the  property 
tias  [lurchased  at  the  instance  of  the  wife, 
laiil  for  by  her  from  the  proceeds  of  her 
feparatc  property,  and  conveyed  to  her  hus- 
band in  trust  for  her. 

In  re  Teter,  173  Fed.  798,  it  appeared 
that  a  wife  furnished  her  husband  with 
minev-  to  pay  for  certain  land,  but  that  the 
hiirliand  actually  made  the  payment,  and 
that  the  wife  was  not  present  when  the 
conveyance  was  taken :  that  the  husband 
t<"ik  the  deed  to  himself  without  her  knowl- 
flge  and  consent  at  the  time,  and  subsequent- 
ly, when  she  expressed  her  dissatisfaction,  he 
deposited  with  her  the  deed  and  certain 
notes  which  he  had  used  in  the  purchase 
and  paid,  as  security  for  her  money,  iii- 
tnuling  to  convey  the  land  to  her,  but  neg- 
kcting  to  do  so.  With  this  the  wife  was 
enntent,  making  no  effort  to  secure  a  cun- 
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veyance,  took  no  evidence  of  the  debt,  and 
no  security,  and  sought  to  assert  no  inter- 
est or  claim  for  ten  years,  when  a  danger 
of  her  husband's  loosing  her  property  ap- 
peared. This  danger  passed  and  the  wife 
seemed  satisfied  to  leave  the  matter  as  it 
was  for  nineteen  years  longer,  and  it  was 
held  that  these  facts  negatived  the  idea  of 
a  resulting  trust  in  the  wife. 

In  German  v.  Heath,  139  Iowa,  52,  116 
N.  W.  1051,  a  wife,  upon  her  husband's 
becoming  insane,  completed  payments  out  of 
her  own  earnings  on  certain  real  property 
which  her  husband  had  contracted  for,  and 
upon  which  he  had  already  made  three  out 
of  five  payments,  and  had  the  deed  issued  in 
the  husband's  name.  By  this  latter  act  it 
was  held  that  she  negatived  the  theory  of  a 
resulting  trust  in  the  property  in  her  favor. 
It  was  said  that  "a  resulting  trust  arises 
with  reference  to  an  interest  in  property 
where  the  title  is  tqken  in  the  name  of  an- 
other, only  when  the  intention  of  the  per- 
son advancing  the  portion  of  the  purchase 
price  is  shown  to  have  been  to  acquire  a  pro- 
portionate interest  in  the  property,  and 
not  to  supply  the  person  acquiring  the  ti- 
tle, by  way  of  loan  or  otherwise,  the  meant 
of  perfecting  such  title." 
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days,  and,  in  default,  that  th«  master  exe- 
cute such  deed.  The  court  also  decreed  that 
appellee  have  dower  assigned  to  her  in  other 
real  estate  of  which  Ellis  Wright  died 
seised.  From  this  decree  Richford  Wright 
has  appealed  to  this  court,  and  assigns  error 
upon  that  branch  of  the  decree  which  grants 
appellee  the  relief  prayed  for  in  her  cross 
bill. 

The  following  is  'a  statement  of  the  prin- 
cipal facts  proven  on  the  trial:  Certified 
copies  of  pension  certificate  and  vouchers 
were  introduced  in  evidence,  which  show 
that  Elizabeth  Fannin,  widow  of  Benjamin 
Fannin,  drew  a  pension  at  the  rate  of  $8  per 
month  from  the  ICth  day  of  October,  1863, 
to  May  31,  1866,  a  total  of  $262.  She  loaned 
$300  to  Hampton  Crawford,  who  then  lived 
in  Perry  county,  near  the  Jackson  county 
line.  Riley  Crawford,  a  man  now  about 
eighty  years  old  and  a  brother  of  Hampton 
Crawford,  testified  that  he  knew  appellee 
prior  to  her  marriage  to  Ellis  Wright;  that 
he  knew  that  his  brother,  Hampton,  had 
$300  borrowed  from  Elizabeth  Fannin;  that 
he  was  at  his  brother's  house  when  appellee 
came  and  demanded  that  his  brother  pay 
the  note ;  that  she  said  her  husband  wanted 
her  to  collect  the  note  and  buy  a  piece  of 
land;  that  his  brother,  Hampton,  told  her, 
in  his  presence,  that  he  did  not  have  the 
money,  but  would  get  it  in  a  few  days  and 
bring  it  to  her,  and  that  afterwards-  he  saw 
the  note  in  his  brother's  possession  and  it 
was  payable  to  Elizabeth  Fannin,  and  that 
the  note  was  burned  in  witness's  house. 
This  witness  testifies  that  he  knew  the  note 
was  paid  from  having  seen  it  afterwards  in 
his  brother's  possession.  A  deed  to  the  land 
in  question  from  Eliza  A.  Belsha,  Francis 
S.  Smith,  and  Mary  C.  Smith  to  Ellis 
Wright,  dated  August  1,  1807,  was  offered 
in  evidence. 

Mary  Richards,  a  sister  of  appellee,  tes- 
tified that  after  appellee  married  Wright 
she  visited  them  very  often;  that  she  was  at 
their  house  almost  all  of  the  time;  that  she 
remembers  the  circumstance  of  the  purchase 
of  the  land  in  controversy;  that  her  sister 
had  money  loaned  which  she  had  received 
as  pension  on  account  of  the  death  of  her 
first  husband ;  that  she  was  present  and  saw 
her  sister  give  the  money  to  Wright,  and 
that  afterwards  Wright  told  her  he  had 
bought  this  land  with  that  money;  that 
Wright  told  his  wife  that  it  was  much  bet- 
ter to  buy  land,  because  it  would  not  burn 
up  and  no  one  could  steal  it,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  home  for  his  wife;  that  he  always 
called  his  wife  "woman;"  that  he  said,  in 
her  presence:  "Woman,  I  bought  this  land 
with  your  money,  but  the  deed  i'  made  in 
my  name.  I  can  cliaii<;e  it  at  some  other 
time."  She  testifies  that  the  consideration 
26  L.R.A.(NJ3.) 


paid  for  the  land,  according  to  her  recol- 
lection, was  somewhere  between  $125  and 
$140.  The  exact  amount  she  was  unable  to 
remember.  This  witness,  in  the  second  dep- 
osition given  by  her,  states  that  she  often 
heard  Wright  say  he  would  deed  .the  land  to 
appellee,  but,  in  order  to  do  so,  it  would  be 
necessary  for  him  to  deed  it  to  a  third  per- 
son, and  have  said  third  person  convey  to 
appellee,  and  that  he  was  afraid  to  do  that 
because  such  third  person  might  be  unwil- 
ling to  convey  to  appellee.  She  testifies  that 
she  was  present  when  Crawford  came  in  the 
afternoon  and  paid  the  appellee  the  money, 
and  that  it  was  g^ven  to  Wright  that  even- 
ing. 

Selden  Johnson  testifies  that  he  went  with 
Ellis  Wright  when  he  made  a  trip  to  Ches- 
ter to  see  about  buying  this  land;  that 
afterwards  he  heard  Wright  talking  about 
the  trouble  he  had  in  buying  the  land,  and 
he  said  that  Robert  Grant  had  possession 
under  an  old  mortgage  which  was  not  good, 
and  that  he  could  defeat  Grant's  claim ;  that 
this  was  in  the  presence  of  appellee,  and  ap- 
pellee said  that'sbe  was  glad  of  that;  that, 
if  they  got  that  land,  they  would  get  all  she 
had.  The  mortgage  referred  to  was  a  mort- 
gage executed  by  Samuel  Smith  in  his  life- 
time, and  the  persons  whom  Wright  went  to 
Chester  to  see  were  the  heirs  of  Samuel 
Smith,  from  whom  he  afterwards  obtained 
deeds. 

Thomas  Quails  testified  that  he  had 
known  Ellis  Wright  for  forty  years;  that 
about  two  years  ago  he  was  out  on  Wright's 
farm  on  another  80  acres,  which  is  west  of 
the  land  in  controversy;  that  they  were  on 
the  porch  upstairs  in  a  house  known  as  "the 
mansion,"  and  that  Wright  then  said,  "This 
is  known  as  the  mansion,  and  belongs  to 
me,"  and  then,  pointing  eastward  toward 
the  80  in  controversy,  said,  "That  over  there 
belongs  to  my  woman." 

William  Finn  testified  that  he  had  known 
Ellis  Wright  for  forty  years;  that  some 
thirty  years  ago  he  had  a  conversation  with 
Wright  in  the  Bower  Hotel,  at  Ava;  that 
Wright  said  to  him,  "Bill,  you  know  these 
CrawfordsT"  Witness  said,  "Yes."  He  said: 
"They  owed  my  wife,  Lizzie,  a  lot  of  money, 
and  I  hear  they  are  horse  racers  and  gam- 
blers and  they  might  go  broke,  and  I  sent 
her  over  to  tell  them  that  I  was  going  to 
put  her  money  in  land."  On  another  occa- 
sion this  witness  testifies  that  Wright  said 
he  had  paid  for  the  land  in  controversy  with 
his  wife's  money.  This  conversation  oe- 
curred  about  ten  year.?  before  his  death,  and 
that  he  had  a  similar  conversation  seven  or 
eight  days  before  Wright's  death. 

Appellant  introduced  seventeen  witnesses, 
whose  testimony  may  be  summarized  by  a 
statement  of  the  principal  facts  which  may 
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be  r^arded  as  established  by  their  testi- 
mony. It  is  proven  by  the  neighbors  and 
acquaintances  of  Ellis  Wright  that  he  took 
possession  of  the  80  acres  of  land  in  coct.ro- 
Tersy,  cleared  it  up,  and  built  a  house  worth 
$500  and  a  barn  worth  $200  upoa  it;  that 
he  had  the  land  assessed  in  his  own  name, 
and  paid  the  taxes  thereon  from  the  time  he 
bought  it  until  his  death;  that  he  rented  or 
leased  parts  of  this  tract  at  different  times 
to  different  persons  and  collected  the  rents; 
in  short,  that  he  exercised  all  of  the  usual 
acts  of  ownership  over  the  land,  and  that 
he  frequently  spoke  of  it  as  his  land.  Some 
of  the  witnesses  testify  that  he  spoke  of  the 
land  as  his  land  in  the  presence  of  appellee, 
and  that  she  did  not  correct  or  contradict 
her  husband's  statements.  One  witness  tes- 
tifies that  he  tried  to  buy  a  strip  of  the 
land  in  question  from  Mr.  Wright,  and  that 
he  said,  "We  will  go  down  and  look  at  it," 
and  that  his  wife  was  present  but  made  no 
objection. 

Appellant  introduced  some  evidence  for 
the  purpose  of  proving  that  Maiy  Richards 
was  not  at  the  home  of  her  sister  at  the 
dates  mentioned  by  her  in  her  deposition, 
when  she  testifies  to  having  heard  the  sev- 
eral statements  of  Ellis  Wright  deposed  to 
by  her.  While  this  class  of  testimony  had 
some  tendency  toward  weakening  the  evi- 
dence of  Mary  Richards,  it  cannot  be  said 
that  she  was  impeached  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  render  her  testimony  unworthy  of  con- 
sideration. Most  of  the  witnesses  who  were 
introduced  to  meet  the  deposition  of  Mrs. 
Richards  by  showing  that  she  was  not  at 
the  Wright  home  at  the  several  times  when 
she  claims  to  have  been  there  only  go  to  the 
extent  of  saying  that  if  she  was  there  they 
did  not  see  her,  or  that  they  have  no  recol- 
lection of  her  being  there  on  those  occa- 
sions; and  several  of  them  admit,  on  cross- 
examination,  that  they  had  no  special  reason 
for  remembering  whetlier  Mrs.  Richards  was 
there,  and  that  she  might  have  been  there 
without  their  knowing  it. 

It  was  further  shown  on  behalf  of  appel- 
lant that  he  and  appellee  were  appointed 
joint  administrators  of  Ellis  Wright's 
estate;  that  appellant  and  J.  J.  Pearson 
went  to  appellee's  home  and  made  an  in- 
ventory of  the  real  and  personal  property 
belonging  to  the  estate.  The  land  in  con- 
troversy in  this  suit  was  listed  in  the  in- 
ventory, and  the  inventory  was  sworn  to  by 
appellee,  but  not  by  appellant.  This  inven- 
tory was  never  filed,  for  some  reason,  in  the 
county  court,  but  was  introduced  on  the 
trial  of  this  case  as  an  admission  against 
appellee.  It  is  shown  that  appellee  is  past 
sixty  years  of  age,  that  she  has  no  educa- 
tion, and  that  she  signed  the  inventory  by 
her  mark.  The  evidence  shows  that  when 
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appellant  and  Pearson  were  making  up  the 
inventory  they  called  for  the  deeds,  and 
appellee  brought  them  a  package  of  deeds 
showing  title  in  Ellis  Wright  to  490  acres 
of  land,  including  the  80  in  question.  It  is 
also  shown  that  appellee  was  a  quiet,  timid 
woman,  and  acted  in  the  presence  of  her 
husband  as  though  she  was  afraid  to  antag- 
onize him  in  any  way;  that  she  never  inter- 
fered in  conversations  between  her  husband 
and  other  persons. 

Appellant  contends  that,  to  establish  a  re- 
sulting trust  in  this  case,  it  must  be  proven 
by  clear  and  convincing  evidence,  not  only 
that  appellee  furnished  the  purchase  money 
and  that  the  deed  was  taken  in  her  hus- 
band's name,  but  also  that  the  parties  in- 
tended that  a  trust  should  be  created  at  the 
time  of  the  transaction.  All  the  cases 
agree  that,  where  a  man  pays  for  land  and 
causes  it  to  be  conveyed  to  his  wife  or  child, 
the  presumption  is  that  it  was  intended  as 
an  advancement  or  gift.  Reed  t.  Reed,  133 
111.  482,  25  N.  E.  1005;  Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  §  1041. 
The  inference  which  the  law  permits  to  be 
drawn  in  this  class  of  cases  is  based  upon 
the  common  knowledge  and  experience  of 
mankind  in  regard  to  the  motives  that  us- 
ually accompany  transactions  of  that  char- 
acter. Where  there  is  a  legal  obligation 
resting  on  the  one  furnishing  the  considera- 
tion to  support  the  person  in  whose  name 
the  conveyance  is  taken,  it  is  said  in  some 
of  the  cases  that  the  law  will  infer  an  in- 
tention to  make  a  gift  or  an  advancement, 
and  that,  to  establish  a  resulting  trust,  the 
transaction  must  be  attended  by  circum- 
stances that  negative  this  inference,  or,  as 
it  has  sometimes  been  expressed  though  not 
with  entire  accuracy,  by  circumstances 
showing  an  intention  to  create  a  trust.  The 
intention  of  the  parties  to  create  a  result- 
ing trust  is  not  necessary  to  its  existence. 
A  constructive  trust  often  arises  where  the 
beneficiary  not  only  does  not  intend  to 
create  the  relation,  but  has  no  knowledge  of 
its  existence  at  the  time. 

All  of  the  cases  relied  on  by  appellant  in 
support  of  the  proposition  that,  where  the 
transaction  is  between  members  of  the  same 
family  it  is  necessary  to  show  something 
more  than  the  furnishing  of  the  purchase 
money  by  one  and  taking  the  title  in  the 
name  of  another,  are  cases  where  the  person 
paying  the  consideration  was  under  a  legal 
or  moral  obligation  to  maintain  the  person 
to  whom  the  conveyance  is  made.  No  case 
is  cited,  and  we  have  been  unable  to  find 
any,  which  holds  that,  where  the  wife  fur- 
nishes the  purchase  money  and  the  deed  is 
taken  in  the  name  of  the  husband,  a  pre- 
sumption of  a  gift  or  an  advancement  arises. 
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There  is  a  clear  intimation  in  Francis  t. 
Roades,  140  III.  635,  35  N.  E.  232,  and 
Madison  v.  iMadison,  206  III.  534,  09  N.  E. 
625,  that  no  such  presumption  exiHts.  1'he 
reason  upon  which  the  presumption  rests 
where  the  purchase  money  is  furnished  by 
one  who  is  under  a  legal  obligation  to  main- 
tain the  person  in  whose  name  the  deed  is 
taken  does  not  apply  where  the  wife  fur- 
nished the  consideration  for  a  deed  taken  in 
the  name  of  her  husband. 

Tlie  evidence  in  this  record  satisfactorily 
shows   that   appellee    furnished   the   entire 
purchase  money  for  the  land  in  controversy, 
and  that  the  deed  was  taken  in  the  name  of 
Ellis  Wright,  and,  since  it  is  not  necessary 
that  the  evidence  should  show  anything  in 
addition  to  these  two  facts  in  order  to  raise 
a  resulting  trust,  it  follows  that  the  decree 
below  directing  the  conveyance  to  appellee 
is  free  from  error,  unless  appellant's  conten- 
tion that  appellee  is  barred  by  laches  can 
be  sustained.     In  determining  whether  ap- 
pellee should  be  deprived  of  a  remedy  in 
equity  on  account  of  the  delay  in  bringing 
this  suit,  circumstances  tending  to  explain 
or  e.xcuse  such  delay  should  be  considered. 
It  is  to  be  noted  in  this  connection  that 
there  was  no  adverse  possession  in  her  hus- 
band and  the  occupation  of  the  premises  was 
joint.     Tlie  intimate  relation  between  hus- 
band and  wife,  and  in  this  case  her  inabil- 
ity to  read  and  write  and  her  confidence  in 
her  husband's  repeated  promises  to  convey 
the  title  to  her,  are  all  proper  to  be  con- 
sidered in  determining  whether  the  defense 
of  laches  should  be  allowed  to  prevail.    In 
Ryder   v.   Emrich,    104   111.   470,   474,   this 
court  said :    "It  is  also  urged  that  the  great 
delay    in    asserting    their    rights,    having 
waited  until  after  their  father's  death,  is 
evidence  that  the  claim  of  appellees  is  ficti- 
tious.     It    seldom    occurs,    as    experience 
teaches,  that  a  child  sues  a  parent,  what- 
ever  the  wrong  or   the   right  of  recovery, 
and,  when  it  is  done,  so  unnatural  an  act 
renders  the  child  odious  to  the  community. 
It   would  not,   therefore,  be  expected   that 
they   would   have   sued  him,   however  just 
.  their   claim."     The   foregoing   language   is 
applicable  to  the  situation  presented  by  the 
facts  in  the  case  at  bar.    No  inference  that 
the  claim  set  up  by  the  appellee  is  unfound- 
ed or  fictitious  can  be  drawn  merely  from 
the    fact   that    she   did   not   bring   a    suit 
against  her  husband  to  compel   a   convey- 
ance,  and   thus   break   up   or   disturb   her 
family  relation.     We  think  that,  under  the 
circiunstances  shown  by  this  record,  appel- 
lee was  not  barred,  by  a  mere  lapse  of  time, 
from  maintaining  her  cross  bill. 

Finding  no  reversible  error  in  the  record, 
the  decree  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Jackson 
county  will  be  affirmed. 
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AMOS   A.   BLACK 

V. 

ROCK  ISLAND,  ARKANSAS,  &  LOUISI- 
ANA RAILROAD  COMPANY  et  «i, 
Appts. 

(125  La.  101,  51  So.  82.) 

Railroad  — crossing  streets  —  Antj  — 
delegation. 

1.  A  corporation  exercising  a  franchise 
to  operate  steam  cars  on  tracks  crossing 
the  streets  of  a  town  incurs  the  correlative 
obligation  to  use  such  privilege  with  due 
regard  to  the  public  safety  and  to  main- 
tain its  tracks  in  a  safe  condition,  and  it 
cannot  escape  liability  for  failure  to  dis- 
charge such  obligation  by  transferring,  or 
attempting  to  transfer,  it  to  an  employee 
or  other  person. 

Same  —  agents  —  liability  for  acts. 

2.  A  railroad  corporation,  being  incor- 
poreal and  incapable  of  acting  save  through 
agents  selected  by  it,  when  it  places  in  the 
custody  and  under  the  control  of  certain 
agents  so  selected  its  depot,  locomotives, 
and  tracks,  and  vesta  in  them  the  authori- 
ty to  operate  the  locomotives,  over  the 
tracks,  with  a  certain  discretion  and  sub- 
ject to  certain  instructions,  but  with  the 
actual  power  to  operate  them  when  they 
please,  must  bo  regarded  as  represented  bv 
such  agents,  within  the  sphere  of  authoritv 
conferred  on  them,  and  should  be  held  li- 
able to  a  third  person  injured  through  the 
negligent  or  improper  use  or  abuse  of  the 
power  and  discretion  vested  in  such  agents. 
Same  —  operation  of  train  for  amuse- 

ment. 

3.  Where  the  agents  of  a  railroad  com- 
pany are  placed  in  charge  and  control  of  its 
depot;  locomotives,  and  tracks  in  a  town, 
with  authority  to  operate  the  locomotives 
over  the  tracks,  for  switching  and  other 
purposes  (connected  with  the  business  of 
the  company),  and  with  actual  power  to 
operate  them  when  they  please,  and  the 
agents,  whilst  operating  them  for  their 
amusement  across  s  street  of  the  town, 
negligently  injure  a  citizen,  who  is  legiti- 
mately using  the  street,  such  agents  will  be 
held  to  be  acting,  though  improperly,  within 
the  scope  of  authority  conferred  on  them, 
and  the  company  will  be  held  liable  for  the 
injury  resulting  from  such  action. 

Eeadnotes  by  Mombob,  J. 


Note.  —  As  to  the  doctrine  of  "danger- 
ous agency,"  see  note  to  Galveston,  H.  &  S. 
A.  R.  Co.  V.  Currie,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  367. 
Upon  the  somewhat  analogous  question  as 
to  liability  of  master  for  injury  from  the 
sportive  manner  in  which  a  servant  per- 
forms an  act  done  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty,  see  case  note  to  Soderlund  v.  Chicago. 
M.  &  St.  P.  R.  Co.  13  L.RJk..(N,a)  11»». 
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Same  ^  dangerous  agency  ^  duty  of 
master  to  guard. 

4.  The  right  to  operate  a  steam  locomo- 
tive on  or  across  a  street  in  a  town  in- 
volves the  use  of  an  agency  highly  danger- 
ous to  life,  limb,  and  property,  and  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  exercise  of  such  right 
cannot  be  shifted  by  the  corporation  in  which 
it  is  vested  to  the  person  who,  by  its  au- 
thority, actually  exercises  it. 

(November  29,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Judicial  District  Court  for  the 
Parish  of  Rapides  in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  damages  for  per- 
sonal injuries  for  which,  defendants  were 
alleged  to  be  responsible.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Thomas  S.  Busbee  and  Barks- 
dale  &  Barksdale,   for  appellants: 

The  master  is  not  liable  for  the  acts  of 
the  servant  committed  outside  of  the  scope 
of  Ilia  employment  and  in  no  way  connected 
with  his  duties. 

Ware  v.  Barataria  &  L.  Canal  Co.  16  La. 
169,  35  Am.  Dec.  189;  Gerber  v.  Viosca,  8 
Rob.  (La.)  150;  LeBreton  v.  Kennedy,  27 
La.  Ann.  432;  Dyer  v.  Rieley,  28  La.  Ann. 
C;  Richoux  T.  Mayer  Bros.  29  La.  Ann.  828; 
Lott  V.  New  Orleans  City  &  Lake  R.  Co.  37 
La.  Ann.  337,  55  Am.  Rep.  500;  Williams  v. 
Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  40  La.  Ann.  87,  8 
Am.  St.  Rep.  512,  3  So.  631;  Cooley,  Torts, 
p.  536;  Reary  v.  Louisville,  N.  O.  &  T.  R. 
O.  40  La.  Ann.  32,  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  497,  3 
So.  390;  Lafitte  v.  New  Orleans  City  &  Lake 
R.  Co.  43  La.  Ann.  34,  12  L.R.A.  337,  8  So. 
701;  Graham  v.  St.  Charles  Street  R.  Co. 
47  La.  Ann.  1656,  40  Am.  St.  Rep.  436,  18 
So.  707;  McDermott  v.  American  Brewing 
Co.  105  La.  124,  52  L.R.A.  684,  83  Am.  St. 
Rep.  225,  29  So.  498;  Vara  v.  R.  M.  Quig- 
ley  Constr.  Co.  114  La.  262,  38  So.  162; 
Brenner  t.  Ford,  116  La.  650,  40  So.  894; 
Queen  v.  Schwann,  119  La.  495,  44  So.  276; 
20  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  167,  168;  St. 
Louis  Southwestern  R.  Co.  v.  Harvey,  75 
C.  C.  A.  536,  144  Fed.  806;  Bowen  v.  Illi- 
nois C.  R.  Co.  70  L.R.A.  915,  69  C.  C.  A. 
444,  136  Fed.  306;  Walker  v.  Hannibal  4  St. 
J.  R.  Co.  121  Mo.  575,  24  L.R.A.  363,  42 
Am.  St.  Rep.  547,  26  S.  W.  360;  Benson  v. 
Chicago,  St.  P.  M.  &  0.  R.  Co.  78  Minn. 
303,  80  N.  W.  1050;  Baker  v.  Kinsey,  38 
Cal.  631,  99  Am.  Dec.  438 ;  Georgia  R.  & 
Bkg.  Co.  V.  Wood,  94  Ga.  126,  47  Am.  St. 
Rep.  146,  21  S.  E.  288;  Chicago,  St.  P.  M. 
4  0.  R.  Co.  v.  Brjant,  13  C.  C.  A.  249,  27 
U.  S.  App.  681,  66  Fed.  969;  Mitchell  v. 
Crasweller,  13  C.  B.  237,  17  Eng.  Rul.  Cas. 
252;  Cousins  ▼.  Hannibal  4  St.  J.  R.  Co. 
66  Mo.  572;  Morier  v.  St.  Paul,  M.  4  M. 
R.  Co.  31  Minn.  351,  47  Am.  Rep.  793.  17  N. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


W.  952;  Campbell  v.  Providence,  9  R.  I. 
262;  Garretzen  t.  Duenckel,  50  Mo.  104, 
11  Am.  Rep.  405;  Chicago  Consol.  Bottling 
Co.  V.  McGinnis,  86  111.  App.  38;  Snyder  t. 
Hannibal  4  St.  J.  R.  Co.  50  Mo.  413. 

The  defendant  is  not  liable  on  the  ground 
of  the  servant's  failure  to  properly  guard 
a  dangerous  agency .  placed  in  his  charge. 

Galveston,  H.  4  S.  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Currie,  100 
Tex.  136,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  367,  96  S.  W. 
1073;  Christy  v.  Elliott,  216  lU.  31,  1  L.R.A, 
(N.S.)  235,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  196,  74  N.  E. 
1035,  3  A.  4  E.  Ann.  Cas.  487;  Hayes  t.  Wil- 
kins,  194  Mass.  223,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1033, 
120  Am.  St.  Rep.  649,  80  N.  E.  449;  1 
Elliott,  Railroads,  2d  ed.  §§  214,  215;  1 
Thomp.  Neg.  S§  520,  et  seq;  26  Cyc.  Law  4 
Proc.  pp.  1518,  1528,  1535,  1536;  Cooley, 
Torts,  §§  533,  536,  538. 

Messrs.  Blackntan  &  Ovcrtcn,  for  ap- 
pellee: 

A  corporation  can  act  only  lIiroii<Th  its 
agents,  and  the  acts  of  these  agents  in  re- 
spect to  the  use  and  administration  of  the 
things  and  affairs  intrusted  to  them  in  their 
respective  spheres  are  the  acts  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  bind  it. 

Nelson  v.  Crescent  City  R.  Co.  49  La. 
Ann.  491,  21  So.  635;  Evans  v.  lx)uiHinna 
Lumber  Co.  Ill  La.  534,  35  So.  730;  Webb's 
Pollock,  Torts,  pp.  84-86;  1  'llionip.  Neg. 
§§   519,  589. 

It  is  an  absolute  duty,  which  a  railway 
company  assumes  in  undertaking  its  dan- 
gerous occupation,  to  secure  the  safety  of 
the  traveler  traversing  its  railway  at  a  pub* 
lie  crossing,  or  of  any  one  lawfully  upon 
its  tracks,  and  in  the  exercise  of  proper 
care  for  his  own  safety,  against  injury  re- 
sulting from  the  improper  use  of  its  dan- 
gerous appliances  employed  upon  its  tracks. 

Salisbury  v.  Erie  R.  Co.  66  N.  J.  L.  233, 
56  L.R,A.  578,  88  Am.  St.  Rep.  480,  60  Atl. 
117;  Lake  Shore  4  M.  S.  R.  Co.  t.  Bodemer, 
139  111.  506,  32- Am.  St.  Rep.  218,  29  N.  E. 
692;  Evans  v.  Louisiana  Lumber  Co.  su- 
pra; Clerc  v.  Morgan's  L.  4  T.  R.  4  S.  S.  Co. 
107  La.  370,  90  Am.  St.  Rep.  319,  31  So. 
886;  Brown  v.  Pontchartrain  R.  Co.  8  Rob. 
(La.)  45;  Webb's  Pollock,  Torts,  pp.  84-86; 
Barmore  v.  Vicksburg,  S.  4  P.  R.  Co.  86 
Miss.  426,  70  L.R.A.  627,  38  So.  210,  3  A. 
4  E.  Ann.  Cas.  594;  Pittsburgh,  C.  4  St. 
L.  R.  Co.  V.  Shields,  47  Ohio  St.  387,  8 
L.R.A.  464,  21  Am.  St.  Rep.  840,  24  N.  E. 
658;  1  Thomp.  Neg.  §§  522,  523,  632,  689;  7 
Thomp.  Neg.  §  523;  Philadelphia  4  R.  R. 
Co.  v.  Derby,  14  How.  468,  14  L.  ed.  502; 
Cleveland,  C.  4  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Keary,  3  Ohio 
St.  210;  Cameron  v.  Kenyon-Connell  Com- 
mercial Co.  22  Mont.  312,  44  L.R.A. 
508,  74  Am.  St.  Rep.  602,  66  Pac.  368;  Ear- 
riman  v.  Pittsburgh,  C.  4  St.  L.  R.  Co. 
45   Ohio  St.   11.  4  Am.   St.  Rep.  607.  18 
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NOT- 


N.  E.  461;  Clowdis  t.  Fresno  Flume  & 
Irrig.  Co.  118  Cal.  315,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  238, 
60  Pac.  373;  26  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc  pp.  1526, 
1627;  29  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  471. 

The  master  who  intrusts  to  his  servant 
the  control  of  his  locomotive  is  answerabie 
for  injury  occasioned  by  the  servant's  im- 
proper use  of  it,  for  -the  reason  that  the 
master  has  put  it  in  the  servant's  power  to 
mismanage  it  by  intrusting  him  with  it. 
Sleath  V.  Wilson,  9  Car.  &  P.  607;  Philadel- 
phia Jt  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Derby,  supra;  Nashville 
&  C.  R.  Co.  V.  Starnes,  9  Heisk.  52,  24  Am. 
Rep.  207;  Bittle  v.  Camden  &  A.  R.  Co.  55 
N.  J.  L.  615,  23  L.R.A.  283,  28  Atl.  305; 
Kerwhacker  v.  Cleveland,  C.  4  C.  R.  Co. 
3  Ohio  St.  172,  62  Am.  Dec.  246;  Pittsburgh, 
0.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  V.  Shields,  supra;  Toledo, 
W.  ft  W.  R.  Co.  V.  Harmon,  47  111.  290,  95 
Am.  Dec.  489;  Alsever  v.  Minneapolis  &  St. 
L.  R.  Co.  115  Iowa,  338,  56  L.R.A.  748,  88 
N.  W.  841 ;  Euting  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R. 
Co.  116  Wis.  13,  60  L.R.A.  158,  96  Am.  St. 
Rep.  936,  92  N.  W.  358;  Wharton,  Neg.  p. 
160;  Cooley,  Torts,  pp.  120,  536. 

A  locomotive  is  a  dangerous  agency  and 
an  instrument  of  peril. 

Philadelphia  &  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Derby,  supra; 
Duggins  V.  Watson,  16  Ark.  118,  60  Am. 
Dec.  500;  Nashville  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Starnes; 
Bittle  V.  Camden  &  A.  R.  Co.;  and  Ker- 
whacker V.  Cleveland,  C.  &  C.  R.  Co., — su- 
pra. 

Monroe,  J.,  delivered  the  o'plnion  of  the 
court: 

Plaintiff  seeks  to  recover  damages  for  per- 
sonal injuries  alleged  to  have  been  sus- 
tained through  the  fault  of  the  defendants. 
Defendants  deny,  generally  and  specially, 
the  allegations  of  the  petition,  and  allege 
that  plaintiff  was  a  trespasser  on  their  rail- 
road, and  was  injured  through  his  own  neg- 
ligence. There  was  judgment  in  the  dis- 
trict court  in  favor  of  plaintiff  for  the  sum 
of  $17,000,  with  interest,  and  the  defend- 
ants, the  Rock  Island,  Arkansas,  &  Louis- 
iana Railroad  Company  and  Chicago,  Rock 
Island,  &  Pacific  Railway  Company,  have 
appealed. 

It  is  shown  by  the  evidence  in  the  rec- 
ord that,  when  he  received  the  injuries  of 
which  he  complains,  plaintiff  was  about 
thirty  nine  years  of  age,  and  that  his  ex- 
pectation of  life  was  twenty-eight  and  nine 
tenths  years;  that  he  had  been  in  the  rail- 
road service  for  about  twenty  years;  that  a 
few  years  prior  to  the  occasion  in  question 
he  had  lost  all  the  fingers  (save  the  little 
finger,  which  was  left  twisted)  and  the 
thumb  of  his  right  hand;  that  he  was  never 
drunk  in  his  life;  that  prior  to  the  accident 
in  question,  notwithstanding  the  condition 
of  his  right  hnnd,  he  had  been  earning  from 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


$75  to  $110  per  month  as  a  switchman  in 
the  employ  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad 
Company;  that  on  December  31,  1907,  be- 
ing in  the  town  of  Lecompte,  he  was  invit- 
ed l^  Louis  Peterson,  master  mechanic  in 
defendants'  employ,  to  come  down  to  the 
railroad  yard  that  night  to  celebrate  the 
old  year  out  and  the  new  year  in,  and  that 
a  little  before  midnight  he  started  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  yard,  in  company  with  sever- 
al other  men,  who,  however,  walked  fast- 
er than  he,  so  that  they  reached  defendants' 
railroad  tracks  at  a  point  where  they  (four 
of  them)  cross  Gordy  street,  some  distance 
ahead  of  him;  that  Gordy  street,  is  a  pub- 
lic street  it  the  town,  and  that  plaintiff 
used  it  in  approaching  the  tracks  which 
cross  it;  that  the  night  was  quite  dark,  and 
that  the  crossing  was  not  lighted;  that  just 
before  he  reached  the  crossing  an  engine, 
with  a  tender  and  a  flat  car  behind  it,  had 
passed  across  the  street  (from  the  direction 
of  defendants'  depot,  which  is  situated 
about  50  feet  to  the  north  of  the  street),  go- 
ing in  a  southerly  direction;  and  that  about 
the  time  that  plaintiff  arrived  near  the 
crossing  there  were  in  the  vicinity  some  five 
engines,  the  whistles  of  which  were  blowing 
and  the  bells  of  which  were  ringing.  It  is 
also  shown  that  some  railroad  torpedoes 
had  been,  and  were  being,  exploded,  prob- 
ably, by  the  train  to  which  we  have  referred, 
whilst  on  its  trip  to  the  southward;  that 
a  "fusee"  was  burning  at  some  point  to  the 
west  side  of  the  tracks,  and  that  a  bonfire 
was  or  had  been  burning  to  the  southwest 
of  the  crossing  at  a  distance  of  120  or  125 
feet,  but  that  neither  the  fusee  nor  the  bon- 
fire served  to  light  the  crossing;  that  plain- 
tiff in  attempting  to  cross  the  tracks  was 
struck  by  the  train,  which,  having  gone 
southward  shortly  before,  was  then  return- 
ing to  the  northward,  in  the  direction  of  the 
depot,  with  the  flat  oar  in  front;  that  there 
were  no  lights  or  lookouts  on  the  train, 
eithcE  upon  the  engine  or  upon  the  flat  car; 
that  no  warning  was  given  to  plaintiff;  and 
that  as  the  result  of  the  accident  plaintiff 
lost  his  left  arm,  near  the  shoulder,  had  one 
of  his  ears  torn  partly  off,  was  injured  in 
the  face,  and  more  seriously  in  the  back,  and 
is,  and  will  be  hereafter,  unable  to  perform 
any  physical  labor  by  which  to  earn  a  liveli- 
hood. It  is  also  shown  that  he  was  laid  up 
for  several  months,  incurred  considerable  ex- 
pense, and  suffered  greatly,  both  physically 
and  mentally.  It  is  further  shown  that  de- 
fendants' road  was  at  that  time  in  process 
of  construction,  and  that  the  ranking  officer 
in  this  state  was  Col.  Knobel,  a  civil  engi- 
neer, who  had  charge  of  the  work  of  con- 
struction; that  different  branches  of  the 
work  were  under  the  supervision  of  different 
persons;   that  the  motive  power  and  roll- 
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ing  stock,  including  tlie  engines  and  cars  at 
the  depot,  were  under  the  control  of  Clint 
Fauanaeht,  save  that,  wlien  tlicy  needed  re- 
pairs, they  -were  turned  over  to  Louis  Peter- 
son, the  master  mechanic;  that  a  switching 
crew  was  maintained  at  the  depot,  and  did 
a  great  deal  of  switching  across  Gordy 
street,  being  sometimes  so  engaged  all  night; 
that  Fausnacbt  and  a  fireman  by  the  name 
of  Curtis  Earnest  were  on  the  engine  of  the 
train  by  which  plaintiff  was  hurt,  and  that 
Earnest  was  running  it,  and  it  is  also  shown 
that  Louis  Peterson  was  present.  Faus- 
nacbt and  Peterson  were  employed  and  paid 
by  the  month,  but  Earnest  was  paid  by  the 
hour,  and  Col.  Knobel  testifies  that  the  pay 
rolls  do  not  show  that  be  was  paid  for  the 
hour  in  which  the  accident  out  of  which  this 
litigation  arises  occurred.  Plaintiff  testifies 
that,  when  he  approached  the  trades,  he 
looked  up  and  down  and  saw  no  car,  and, 
whilst  the  other  men  who  had  preceded  him 
and  had  crossed  the  tracks  in  front  of  the 
loeomotiTe  seem  to  have  seen  it  (in  fact, 
one  of  them  had  got  on  it),  they  concur  in 
saying  that  the  night  was  dark.  The  failure 
of  plaintiff  to  see  the  train  may  therefore, 
perhaps,  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
■s  it  approached  him  the  flat  car,  which,  as 
ve  take  it,  was  less  conspicuous  than  the 
locomotive  was  in  front.  Col.  Knobel  also 
testifies  that  he  was  at  his  place  of  resi- 
dence, some  distance  away,  and  hearing  the 
Boise,  eame  out  of  the  house  and  started  in 
the  direction  of  the  depot;  but  being  told 
that  the  men  were  merely  celebrating,  and 
discovering  that  the  fire  which  he  saw  was 
merely  a  bonfire,  and  the  noise  ceasing  about 
that  time,  be  returned  to  his  quarters,  and 
did  not  hear  of  the  accident  until  the  next 
day,  when  be  reprimanded  Fausnacht  and 
Peterson. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  accident 
vas  attributable  to  the  gross  negligence  of 
the  persons  who '  ran  an  engine  and  car, 
vithout  lights  or  lookouts,  across  the  Street 
of  a  town  on  a  dark  night,  and  that  the 
evidence  adduced  fails  to  show  any  contribu- 
tory n^ligcnce  of  the  party  injured  which 
should  preclude  him  from  recovering  dam- 
ages. 

There  is  really  no  positive  testimony  in 
the  record  as  to  the  purpose  of  Fausnacht 
and  Earnest  in  moving  the  train  (as,  for 
convenience,  we  shall  call  the  engine  and 
car)  by  which  plaintiff  was  struck,  out  of 
the  depot,  but  the  inference  is  that  it  was 
done  merely  by  way  of  celebrating  the  occa- 
non,  and,  with  that  view,  of  running  over 
tnd  exploding  certain  torpedos  which  had 
Wn  laid  on  the  track,  and  that  apparently 
«as  accomplished  as  the  train  passed  down. 
When,  however,  plaintiff  was  injured,  de- 
tadants'  employees  were  engaged  in  taking 
a»LJ{.A.(N.8.) 


the  train  back  to  the  depot,  where  it  be- 
longed, and  the  basis  upon  which  the  learned 
counsel  rest  their  argument,  that  defendants 
cannot  be  held  liable  because,  when  the  in- 
jury was  inflicted  upon  plaintiff,  their  em- 
ployees, to  whose  negligence  it  was  attri- 
buted, were  not  engaged  in  the  discharge  of 
any  service  to  them,  or  within  the  scope  of 
their  employment,  disappears  entirely;  for, 
conceding  that,  in  taking  the  train  out  of  the 
depot  merely  for  their  own  amusement,  the 
men  whom  defendants  had  placed  in  charge 
of  it  were  rendering  no  service  to  defendants 
and  were  doing  nothing  that  they  were  em- 
ployed to  do,  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that 
their  duty  to  defendants  as  custodians  of 
the  property  required  that  it  should  be  re- 
turned to  the  place  from  which  they  had 
taken  it.  If  this  be  regarded  as  a  narrow 
basis  for  the  conclusion  that  the  defendants 
should  be  held  liable  in  the  premises,  it  may 
be  answered  that  it  is  at  least  as  wide  as 
that  upon  which  the  defendants  rest  the 
proposition  that  they  should  be  exempted 
from  liability,  because  the  men  placed  by 
them  in  actual  custody  and  control  of  their 
cars  and  'tracks,  to  be  used  when  defend- 
ants' interests  required,  were,  at  the  mo- 
ment, making  use  of  the  power  so  conferred 
for  purposes  of  their  own,  from  which  it 
would  follow  logically  that,  if  the  conductor 
of  a  train  arriving  at  a  station  ahead  of  the 
schedule  time  should,  for  his  own  conven- 
ience, move  it  a  few  feet  or  inches  from 
where  it  originally  stopped,  and  in  doing  so 
negligently  inflict  injury  upon  a  third  per- 
son, the  owner  of  the  train  would  incur  no 
liability,  though  for  an  injury  so  inflicted 
before  and  after  such  movement  the  liabil- 
ity might  be  conceded. 

The  broader,  and  as  it  seems  to  us  cor- 
rect, view  of  the  case  presented  is  that  de- 
fendants, being  vested  with  a  franchise 
(that  is  to  say,  a  privilege  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  state,  and  not  enjoyed  by  citi- 
zens generally  of  common  right),  by  virtue 
whereof  they  were  authorized  to  lay  their 
tracks  across  a  public  thoroughfare  in  an 
incorporated  town,  and  to  operate  cars  pro- 
pelled by  steam  power  thereon,  incurred  cer- 
tain correlative  obligations,  and  among  them 
the  obligation  to  use  their  franchise  with 
due  regard  to  the  public  safety.  The  im- 
plied condition  upon  which  they  were  al- 
lowed to  lay  their  tracks  across  a  street 
which  is  open  to  the  public  was  that  they 
should  keep  the  tracks  in  a  safe  condition, 
and  that  neither  they,  nor  those  for  whose 
acts  they  are  responsible,  should  operate 
their  cars  over  them  in  a  manner  unneces- 
sarily to  endanger  the  lives  or  limbs  of 
those  who  had  the  right  to  use  the  street. 
The  defendants  themselves,  being  mere  in- 
tellectual and  intangible  creations,  have  no 
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capacity  to  act  otherwise  than  through  their 
human  representatives,  and  they  can  be 
,  present  at  the  place  where  tlieir  interests  or 
obligations  require  that  tlicy  shall  be  pres- 
ent, and  there  act  only  through  such  repre- 
sentatives; and,  on  the  other  hand,  when 
they  authorize  certain  actual  persons  to  rep- 
resent them  at  a  particular  place  and  time 
with  respect  to  such  interests  and  obliga- 
tions, and  the  persons  are  there,  dischar- 
ging the  functions  for  which  they  are  au- 
thorized, the  corporations  themselves  are 
there  discharging  those  functions  in  the  only 
way  in  which  they  can  discharge  them,  and 
the  acts  of  the  persons  representing 
them  are  the  acts  of  the  corporations.  The 
defendant  corporations  were  in  possession  of 
their  depot  at  Lecompte  and  of  their  mo- 
tive power  and  of  their  rolling  stock  through 
Fausnacht.  It  is  true  that  Fausnacht  was 
subject  to  the  orders  of  Ck>l.  Knobel,  the 
engineer  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  the 
road,  but  it  i8  also  true  that  Fausnacht  was 
vested  with  a  certain  discretion,  and  with 
all  of  the  actual  power,  with  regard  to  the 
use  of  the  motive  power  and  cars,  which 
were  in  his  custody,  over  defendants'  tracks; 
and,  as  Col.  Knobel  was  subject  to  the  or- 
ders of  a  superior  officer  in  Chicago,  it  would 
be  as  reasonable  to  say  that  the  corporations 
were  not  present  in  Louisiana  through  him 
as  to  say  that  they  were  not  present  at  the 
depot  through  Fausnacht.  But  let  us  say 
that  defendants  were  not  present  at  the  de- 
pot, that  they  were  merely  represented  by 
subordinate  employees,  who,  whilst  intrust- 
ed with  the  absolute  physical  custody  of  the 
depot  and  tracks  and  of  five  "live"  locomo- 
tives (».  e.,  locomotives  with  steam  in  their 
boilers)  and  other  rolling  stock,  were  limit- 
ed as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  property 
should  be  handled,  by  their  instructions,  or 
lack  of  instructions.  We  know  that  those 
employees  who  might,  under  their  instruc- 
tions, have  taken  all  of  the  locomotives  out 
for  switching  purposes,  took  one  of  them 
with  a  ilat  car  attached,'  and,  having  no 
light  of  any  kind  on  the  train  thus  made  up, 
ran  down  the  plaintiff  in  the  street,  where 
he  had  as  much  right  to  be  as  they,  and  so 
injured  him  that  he  will  be  unable  for  the 
balance  of  his  life  to  put  on  his  own  cloth- 
ing. If  the  defendants  had  left  one  of  their 
locomotives,  alive  or  dead,  on  the  street,  and 
an  inquisitive  child  had  been  injured  whilst 
meddling  with  it,  they  would  have  been  li- 
able for  the  consequences;  and,  if  that  be 
true,  why  should  they  not  be  liable  for  the 
injury  inflicted,  by  the  same  locomotive 
through  the  gross  negligence  of  the  persons 
in  whose  custody  they  left  it,  upon  a  person 
who  was  not  meddling  with  it  when  injured, 
but  was  merely  exercising  his  right  to  walk 
along  the  highway?  There  is  no  room  here 
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for  the  application  of  any  fellow-serraqt 
doctrine,  for  plaintiff  was  not  in  defend- 
ants' employ,  and,  as  between  him  and  them, 
the  responsibility  for  tlie  character  and  ca- 
pacity of  their  employees  rested  entirely 
upon  them.  It  was  they  who  selected  Faus- 
nacht and  Peterson  and  the  switching  crew, 
and  placed  them  in  charge  of  their  live  loco- 
motives, cars,  and  tracks,  and  it  is  they  who 
should  be  held  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
commission  and  of  omission  of  the  agents 
so  selected  in  the  handling  of  that  property, 
with  its  capacity,  when  improperly  handled, 
to  inflict  death  and  destruction.  The  agents 
mentioned  were  authorized  to  take  the  loco- 
motives out  of  the  depot,  and  to  cross  and 
recross  Gordy  street  all  night  long  with 
them,  and,  if  they  had  exercised  that  au- 
thority for  the  purpose  of  switching  cars,  it 
is  conceded  that  they  would  have  been  acting 
within  the  scope  of  their  employment.  De- 
fendants do  not  deny  that  they  (the  agents) 
were  authorized  to  take  out  the  locomotives, 
but  they  say  that,  in  taking  them  out 
for  their  amusement,  they  did  not  rightfully 
use  their  authority,  and  hence  tliat  they 
(defendants)  are  not  liable  for  the  conse- 
quences to  plaintiff. 

This  court  has  said,  however  (in  a  case 
upon  which  defendants  seem  to  rely),  that 
the  earlier  doctrine  "that  in  general  a  mas- 
ter is  liable  for  the  fault  or  negligence  of  the 
servant,  but  not  for  the  wilful  wrong  or 
trespass,  has  been  greatly  modified  in  mod- 
ern jurisprudence,  which  places  the  test  of 
the  master's  liability,  not  in  the  motive  of 
the  servant  or  the  character  of  the  wrong, 
but  in  the  inquiry  whether  the  act  done  was 
something  which  his  employment  contem- 
plated and  which,  if  properly  and  rightfully 
done,  would  have  been  within  the  scope  of 
his  functions."  Williams  v.  Pullman  Palace 
Car  Co.  40  La.  Ann.  87,-  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  612, 
3  So.  631. 

Summing  up  our  conclusions,  upon  the 
law  of  the  case,  we  are  of  opinion  that: 

1.  A  corporation  exercising  a  franchise  to 
operate  steam  cars  on  tracks  crossing  the 
streets  of  a  town  incurs  the  correlative  ob- 
ligation to  use  such  privilege  with  due  re- 
gard to  the  public  safety,  and  to  maintain 
its  tracks  in  a  safe  condition,  and  it  cannnot 
escape  liability  for  failure  to  discharge  such 
obligation  by  transferring,  or  attempting  to 
transfer,  it  to  an  employee  or  other  person. 

2.  A  railroad  corporation,  being  incorp- 
oreal and  incapable  of  acting  save  through 
agents,  when  it  places  in  the  custody 
and  under  the  control  of  certain  agents 
selected  by  it  its  depot,  locomotives,  and 
tracks,  and  vests  in  them  the  authority  to 
operate  the  locomotives  over  the  tracks  with 
a  certain  discretion  and  subject  to  certain 
iiistrn-^tinns,  but  with  the  actual  power  to. 
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operate  tliem  when  they  please,  must  be  re- 
garded aa  represented  by  such  agents  with- 
in tlie  sphere  of  autliority  conferred  on 
them,  and  should  be  held  liable  to  a  third 
person  injured  through  the  negligent,  or  im- 
proper use,  or  abuse,  of  the  power  and  dis- 
cretion vested  in  such  agents. 

3.  Where  the  agents  of  a  railroad  compa- 
ny are  placed  in  charge  and  control  of  its 
depot,  locomotives,  and  tracks  in  a  town, 
with  authority  to  operate  the  locomotives 
over  the  tracks  for  switching  and  otlier  pur- 
poses (connected  with  the  business  of  tlie 
eompany),  and  with  actual  power  to  oper- 
ate them  wlicn  they  please,  and  the  agents, 
whilst  operating  them  for  their  own  amuse- 
ment across  a  street  of  the  town,  negligent- 
ly injure  a  citizen,  who  is  legitimately  us- 
ing the  street,  such  agents  will  be  held  to  be 
acting,  though  improperly,  within  the  scope 
of  the  authority  conferred  on  them,  and  the 
company  will  be  held  liable  for  the  injury 
resulting  from  such  action. 

4.  The  right  to  operate  a  steam  loco- 
motive on  or  across  a  street  in  a  town  in- 
volves the  use  of  an  agency  highly  danger- 
ous to  life,  limb,  and  property,  and  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  exercise  of  such  right 
cannot  be  shifted  by  the  corporation  in 
which  it  is  vested  to  the  person  who,  by  its 
authority,  actually  exercises  it. 

These  conclusions,  we  think,  find  support 
in  the  following  authorities  to  which  we 
have  been  referred  by  counsel  for  the  plain- 
tiff, to  wit:  Webb's  Pollock,  Torts,  pp. 
84-88;  1  Thomp.  Neg.  §§  519,  522,  523, 
532,  589;  Salisbury  v.  Eric  R.  Co.  00  N.  ,T. 
L.  233,  55  L.R.A.  578,  88  Am.  St.  Rep.  480, 
50  Atl.  117;  Nelson  v.  Crescent  City  R. 
Co.  49  La.  Ann.  491,  21  So.  035;  Evans  v. 
Louisiana  Lumber  Co.  Ill  La.  5.34,  35  So. 
736;  Brown  v.  Pontchartrain  R.  Co.  8  Rob. 
(La.)  45;  Cleveland,  C.  &  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Kcary,  3  Ohio  St.  210;  Barmore  v.  Vicks- 
burg,  S.  &  P.  R.  Co.  85  Miss.  426,  70  L.R..\. 
627,  38  So.  210,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  594; 
Pliiladelphia  &  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Derby,  14  IIow. 
468,  14  L.  ed.  502;  Cooley,  Torts,  §§  120, 
536;  Wharton,  Xeg.  §  160;  Toledo,  W.  &. 
W.  R.  Co.  V.  Harmon,  47  111.  299,  95  Am. 
Dec.  89;  Pittsburgh,  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  (3o.  v. 
Shields,  47  Ohio  St.  387,  8  L.R.A.  464,  21 
Am.  St.  Rep.  840,  24  N.  E.  658;  Euting  v. 
Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co.  116  Wis.  13,  00 
L  R.  A.  158,  96  Am.  St.  Rep.  930,  92  N. 
W.  358. 

Counsel  for  defendants  have  also  cited 
many  authorities,  but  no  good  purpose 
would  be  subserved  by  reviewing  them,  or 
attempting  to  show  farther  than  we  have 
done  why  we  cannot  agree  with  those  whicli 
support  their  contentions.  A  portion  of 
their  brief  is  devoted  to  an  effort  to  show 
that  plaintiff's  petition  fails  to  disclose  a 
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cause  of  action,  but,  as  they  rely  upon  their 
view  of  the  law,  which  we  have  discussed  in 
the  foregoing  opinion,  it  is  unnecessary  tliat 
we  should  consider  it  farther  than  to  say 
that  the  petition  is  an  uncommonly  long 
one  and  states  all  the  facts  connected  with 
the  accident  in  great  detail,  that  it  alleges 
specifically  that  plaintiff's  injuries,  minute- 
ly set  forth,  were  caused  in  the  manner  de- 
scribed, through  the  "wanton,  wilful,  gross 
negligence  of  defendants,  their  agents,  and 
employees,  without  any  fault  or  contribu- 
tion tliereto  whatsoever  bv  the  plaintiff." 
Judgment  affirmed. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  January  17, 
1910. 


•MASSACnCSETTS    SUPREJfE    JUDI- 
CIAL COURT. 

ALICE  CONNORS,  Admrx.,  etc..   of  Mar- 
garet Connors,  Deceased,     / 
v. 
CUNARD   STEAMSHIP   COMPANY,   Lim- 
ited. 
(Two  Cases.) 

(204  Mass.  310,  90  N.  E.  601.) 

Carrier  —  sick  passenger  ^  duty  to  ac- 
cept. 

1.  A  common  carrier  is  bound  to  accept 
as  a  passenger  one  who  is  ill,  provided  it 
can  furnish  the  necessary  accommodations, 
and  the  passenger  is  willing  to  pay  for 
what  he  demands. 

Same  —  expulsion  —  rights. 

2.  One  who,  suffering  from  cancer  and 
the  effects  of  a  recent  surgical  operation, 
80  that  he  will  need  medical  attention  dur- 
ing the  voyage,  purchases  a  steamship 
ticket,  and  enters  the  vessel  without  noti- 


Note.  —  Vutj/  of  carrier  to  accept  aa 
a  passenger  one  phyaically  or  mett- 
tally  disabled. 

This  note  does  not  cover  the  question  as  to 
the  duty  of  the  carrier  to  a  physically  or 
mentally  disabled  person  whom  it  has  ac- 
cepted as  a  passenger,  but  only  the  question 
as  to  the  carrier's  duty  to  accept  such  per- 
son in  the  first  instance. 

As  to  the  right  of  a  carrier  to  reject 
persons  having  a  contagious  disease,  see 
case  note  to  Pullman  Co.  v.  Krauss,  4 
L.R.A.(N.S.)   103. 

Duty  of  carrier  as  to  passenger  taken 
ill  during  journev,  see  note  to  Lake  Shore 
&  M.  S.  R.  Co.  v.Salzman,  31  L.R.A.  201. 

Generally. 

It  is  not  only  reasonable  but  necessary 
that  sick  and  decrepit  people  should  be 
cnrriod.  but  their  right  in  this  respect  is 
not  unlimited.  (Lemont  v.  Wnsliington  & 
(J.  K.  Co.  1  Mackey,  180,  47  Am.  Rep. 
238)   since  railroad  carriers  are  not  travel- 
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fying  the  carrier  of  that  fact  and  arrang- 
ing for  the  necessary  care,  cannot  complain 
if  the  carrier  refuses  to  accept  him,  and 
puts  him  ashore  Ijefore  tlie  vessel  begins 
its  voyage. 
Same  —  statutory  provision  —  effect. 

3.  Neither  a  statute  requiring  passenger 
vessels  to  carry  a  duly  qualified  medical 
practitioner,  nor  the  presence  of  such  per- 
son on  the  vessel,  changes  the  carrier's 
right  to  refuse  to  receive  as  an  ordinary 
passenger  a  person  in  need  of  medical  at- 
tention during  the  voyage. 

Same  — right  to  reject. 

4.  An  ocean  passenger  carrier  has  a  right 
to  refuse  to  receive  as  an  ordinary  passen- 
ger a  person  in  need  of  medical  attention 
during  the  voyage. 

Trial  —  directed     verdict  —  plaintiff's 
proof  of  defendant's  case. 

5.  If  one  suing  a  carrier  in  tort  for  re- 


fusing to  accept  him  as  a  passenger  puts  in 
evidence  as  part  of  his  case  facts  showing 
a  justification  for  the  refusal,  a  verdict 
should  be  directed  for  defendant,  although 
the  burden  of  proving  justification  in  sucli 
cases  is  upon  it. 

Appeal  —  compulsory   election  ^  error 
—  reversal. 

6.  The  administratrix  of  one  who,  after 
purchasing  a  ticket  for  an  ocean  voyage,  is 
excluded  from  the  vessel,  who  brings  actions 
in  contract  and  tort  to  recover  the  damages 
for  the  carrier's  act,  and  under  compulsion 
of  the  court  elects  to  proceed  in  tort  when 
she  has  no  right  to  maintain  the  action  in 
that  form,  has  a  right  to  a  reversal,  to  per- 
mit her  to  try  out  her  right  to  a  return  of 
the  passage  money. 

Judgment  —  probate  decree  —  ooUaler- 
al  attack. 

7.  The  finding  of  a  probate  court  upon 


ing  hospitals,  nor  their  employees  nurses 
(New  Orleans,  J.  &  G.  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Statham, 
42  Miss.  607,  97  Am.  Dec.  478),  and  a  car- 
rier is  not  bound  to  turn  its  cars  into  nur- 
series, prisons,  or  hospitals,  or  its  em- 
ployees into  nurses  or  jailers  (Furgason  v. 
Citizens'  Street  R.  Co.  16  Ind.  App.  171,  44 
N.  E.  930;  Croom  v.  Chicago,  M.  &  St. 
P.  R.  Co.  52  Minn.  296,  18  L.R.A.  602,  38 
Am.  St.  Rep.  657,  53  N.  W.  1128). 

If,  because  of  physical  or  mental  disabil- 
ity, one  is  unable  to  take  care  of  himself, 
a  passenger  carrier  is  not  bound  to  ac- 
cept him  as  a  passenger  without  an  at- 
tendant. Denver  &  R.  G.  R.  Co.  v.  Derry 
(Colo.)  108  Pac.  172;  Croom  v.  Chicago, 
M.  &  St.  P.  R.  Co.  supra;  Illinois  C.  R.  Co. 
v.  Smith,  85  Miss.  340,  70  L.R.A.  642,  107 
Am.  St.  Rep.  293,  37  So.  643. 

Nor  is  it  bound  to  accept  him  if,  be- 
cause of  such  disability,  he  may  cause  in- 
jury or  substantial  discomfort  to  other  pas- 
sengers. Meyer  v.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R. 
Co.  4  C.  C.  A.  22],  10  U.  S.  App.  677,  54 
Fed.  116.       ■ 

But  a  person  cannot  be  arbitrarily  re- 
fused transportation  merely  because  he  is 
apparently  disabled.  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Smith,  supra. 

When  a  person  apparently  disabled  ap- 
plies for  transportation,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  agent  of  the  carrier  to  listen  to  any  ex- 
planations touching  his  capacity,  and  to 
judge  of  his  competency  to  travel  alone,  in 
the  light  of  the  facts  then  made  known. 
Ibid. 

The  question  of  the  reasonableness  or  un- 
reasonableness of  the  carrier's  refusal  to 
accept  an  apparently  disabled  passenger 
is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury.    Ibid. 

Sick  persons. 

In  Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Barker,  4 
Colo.  344,  34  Am.  Hep.  89,  and  New  Or- 
leans, J.  ft  6.  N.  R.  Co.  V.  Stntham,  supra, 
it  is  said,  obiter,  that  persons  who  are  ill 
have  a  right  to  enter  the  cars  of  a  railroad 
company  and  travel  therein ;  that,  as  a  com- 
mon carrier  of  passengers,  the  company  has 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


no  right  to  prevent  them.  But  as  is  shown 
by  the  preceding  cases,  this  right  is  not 
unlimited. 

Insane  persons. 

In  Owens  t.  Macon  &  B.  K.  Co.  119  Oa. 
230,  63  L.R.A.  946,  46  S.  E.  87,  it  was  held 
that  a  carrier  rightfully  declined  to  re- 
ceive an  insane  person  who,  at  the  time  of 
entering  the  conveyance,  exhibited  sig^s  of 
violence,  which  indicated  that  his  presence 
and  conduct  would  tend  to  the  manifest  an- 
noyance of  others. 

In  Meyer  v.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co. 
supra,  it  was  held  that  a  carrier  was  not 
bound  to  accept,  and  should  not  have  ac- 
cepted, as  a  passenger  a  person  known  to 
the  company  to  be  insane  and  unaccom- 
panied by  friends  or  attendants,  though  he 
at  the  time  was  apparently  harmless. 

In  Owens  v.  Macon  &.  B.  R.  Co.  supra, 
it  was  held  that  a  carrier  could  not  be  re- 
quired to  take  an  insane  person  in  its  bag- 
gage car,  which  was  not  intended  for  pas- 
sengers. 

In  the  same  case  it  was  held  that  common 
carriers  cannot  absolutely  refuse  to  trans- 
port persons  who  are  insane,  but  may,  in 
all  cases,  insist  that  they  be  properly  at- 
tended, safely  guarded,  and  securely  re- 
strained. 

In  this  latter  case  it  was  also  held  that, 
where  it  becomes  necessary  to  transport  a 
lunatic  who,  by  reason  of  his  violence,  may 
endanger  the  safety  or  interfere  with  the 
comfort  of  other  travelers,  the  carrier  is  en- 
titled to  seasonable  notice,  in  order  that  it 
may  make  proper  arrangements  for  his 
transportation. 

Blind  persons. 

In  Zachery  v.  Mobile  &  O.  R.  Co.  74  Miss. 
520,  30  L.R.A.  540,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  529, 
21  So.  246,  it  was  held  that  a  common  car- 
rier could  not  refuse  to  accept  a  person  as 
a  passenger  upon  the  sole  ground  that  ha 
was  blind. 

And  going  a  step  further,  it  was  held 
in  Zachery  v.  Mobile  &  O.  R.  Cow  7S  Miss. 
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which  letters  of  administration  are  granted 
cannot  be  attacked  in  a  collateral  proceed- 
ing, where,  by  statute,  the  probate  court  is 
on  the  footing  of  a  court  of  general  juris- 
diction. 

(January   7,   1010.) 

Ij'XCEPTlONS  by  both  plaintiff  and  de- 
J  fendant  to  rulings  of  the  Superior  Court 
for  Suffolk  County  made  during  the  trial  of 
consolidated  actions,  the  first  of  which  was 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  breach  of 
an  alleged  contract  of  transportation,  and 
the  second  to  recover  damages  in  tort  for 
refusal  to  accept  plaintilTs  intestate  as  a 
passenger  on  defendant's  ship;  plaintiff  ex- 
cepting to  the  direction  of  a  verdict  for  de- 
fendant in  the  first  action,  and  defendant 
ncepting  to  rulings  made  during  tliB  trial 


of  the  second  action  which  resulted  in  a  ver- 
dict for  plaintiff. 

Exceptions  sustained  in  the  first  action, 
and  judgment  for  defendant  in  the  second 
action. 

Statement  by  Liorlng,  J.: 

On  February  24,  1005,  the  defendant  cor- 
poration sold  a  ticket  entitling  the  plaintiff 
and  the  intestate  to  a  second  cabin  passage 
from  Boston  to  Queenstown  (or  Liverpool) 
on  the  Ivernia,  sailing  from  Boston  on  the 
28th  of  the  same  month.  The  ticket  was 
sold  to  Mrs.  Freeman  (by  whom  the  plain- 
tiff and  her  sister  bad  been  employed  for 
some  two  years),  and  not  to  the  plaintiff 
nor  to  the  intestate.  But  no  question  on 
that  point  was  raised  at  the  trial. 

The    intestate   cams   to   this   country   in 


740,  41  L.R.A.  385,  65  Am.  St.  Rep.  017, 
33  So.  434,  that  the  carrier  could  not  re- 
fuse to  accept  a  person  as  a  passenger  upon 
the  ground  that  he  was  blind  and  unac- 
companied by  another  person,  unless  he  was 
otherwise  incompetent  to  travel  alone. 

.Apparently  receding  somewhat  from  the 
diHtrine  of  the  two  preceding  cases,  it 
was  held  in  Illinois  C.  K.  Co.  v.  Smith,  85 
.Miss.  349,  70  L.R.A.  642,  107  Am.  St.  Rep. 
293.  37  So.  643,  that  every  blind  person  is 
preaumed  to  be,  in  the  absence  of  proof  of 
experience,  unfit  to  travel  alone,  and  that 
therefore,  when  a  blind  person  unknown  to 
the  carrier's  agent  applies  for  carriage  as 
a  passenger,  and  such  carriage  is  refused, 
the  carrier  is  not  rendered  liable  by  this 
act  alone  to  be  mulcted  in  damages. 

In  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Allen,  121  Ky.  138, 
8!>  S.  W.  150,  11  A.  &  B.  Ann.  Cas.  970, 
it  was  held  that  a  carrier  had  the  legal 
right  to  protect  itself  against  additional 
niiponsibility  by  requiring  a  blind  traveler 
to  secure  the  services  of  an  attendant,  be- 
fore selling  him  a  ticket  or  accepting  him 
as  a  passenger. 

In  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  t.  Smith,  supra,  it 
was  held  to  be  the  duty  of  the  agent  of  the 
carrier  to  listen  to  explanations  made  by  a 
blind  person  applying  for  a  passage,  and  to 
judaic  of  his  competency  to  travel  alone  in 
the  light  of  the  facts  then  made  known  to 
him. 

Intoxicated   persons. 

Men  so  drunk  as  to  be  dangerous  to  other 
passengers  should  not  be  permitted  aboard 
the  cars.  Pittsburg  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Pillow, 
76  Pa.  610,  18  Am.  Rep.  424. 

A  carrier  has  the  right  of  refusing  to 
receive  as  a  passenger  one  who  is  so  drunk 
as  to  be  dangerous  or  annoying  to  other 
passengers.  I^itnam  t.  Broadway  &  S.  Ave. 
R.  Co.  55  N.  Y.  108,  14  Am.  Rep.  190;  Story 
V.  Norfolk  &  S.  R.  Co.  133  N.  C.  60,  45  S. 
K.  349. 

A  passenger  carrier  is  not  required  to  ac- 
cept as  a  passenger  one.  without  an  attend- 
ant, who,  from  intoxication,  is  mentally  or 
2«  L.1U.(N.S.) 


physically  incapable  of  taking  care  of  him- 
self. Price  T.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co. 
75  Ark.  479,  112  Am.  St.  Rep.  79,  88  S.  W. 
575 ;  Freedon  v.  New  York  C.  &  H.  K.  R.  Co. 
24  App.  Div.  306,  48  N.  Y.  Supp.  684. 

A  carrier  may  refuse  to  receive  as  a 
passenger  one  who  is  so  far  intoxicited  as 
to  affect  his  conduct.  Louisville  &  E.  R. 
Co.  V.  McNally,  31  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1357,  106  8. 
W.  124. 

Ur  if  the  conductor  believes,  and  under 
all  the  circumstances  has  reasonable 
grounds  to  believe,  that,  if  admitted  to  the 
car,  he  will  be  boisterous  or  disorderly. 
Ibid. 

Or  if  on  previous  occasions  when  intoxi- 
cated he  has  been  guilty  of  vulgar  or  of- 
fensive conduct  on  the  cars  of  tlie  carrier, 
and  is  again  in  a  similar  state  of  intoxi- 
cation.   Ibid. 

But  in  Story  v.  Norfolk  &  S.  R.  Co.  supra, 
it  was  held  that  the  right  to  refuse  to  ac- 
cept one  as  a  passenger  must  depend  sole- 
ly upon  his  condition  at  that  time,  and 
not  upon  the  fact  that  on  a  prior  occasion 
he  was  drunk  and  disorderly  while  on  one 
of  the  carrier's  trains. 

A  carrier  is  not  bound  to  receive  any 
person  as  a  passenger  who  is  drunk  to  such 
a  degree  as  to  be  disgusting,  offensive,  dis- 
agreeable, or  annoying;  and  a  person  so 
drunk  as  to  be  likely  to  violate  the  common 
proprieties,  civilities,  and  decencies  of  life, 
has  no  right  to  a  passage  while  in  that  con- 
dition. Pittsburgh,  0.  ft  St  L.  R.  Co.  t. 
Vandyne,  57  Ind.  576,  20  Am.  Rep.  68. 

Slight  intoxication,  however,  such  as 
would  not  be  likely  to  seriously  affect  the 
conduct  of  the  person  intoxicated,  would 
not  be  sufficient  ground  to  refuse  him  pas- 
sage in  a  public  car,  although  his  behavior 
might  not  in  all  respects  be  strictly  becom- 
ing.    Ibid. 

And  in  Paris  &  G.  N.  R.  Co.  t.  Robinson 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  114  S.  W.  658,  it  was 
held,  obiter,  uiat  one  who  was  drunk  and 
staggering,  and  yet  capable  of  transacting 
with  intelligence  important  bujinesa,  ana 
providing  for  his  own  safety  and  comforti 
could  not  be  refused  transportatioo. 
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1803,  and  bad  been  employed  as  a  servant  in 
•evcral  families  during  tbe  intervening 
twelve  years.  On  February  13  or  14,  1905, 
upon  the  advice  of  her  physician,  she  sub- 
mitted to  an  exploratory  operation  at  a 
hospital.  This  operation  disclosed  the  fact 
that  the  intestate  was  suffering  from  a  can- 
cer of  the  uterus,  and  that,  on  account  ol 
the  peculiar  position  of  the  growth  and  its 
advanceu  stage,  an  operation  would  not  be 
of  benefit  to  her.  The  plaintiff's  evidence 
also  showed  that  her  death  was  expected  in 
five  or  six  months.  These  facts  and  the 
probable  result  of  an  operation  were  known 
ta  the  plaintiff,  but  not  to  the  intestate. 

On  the  morning  of  February  28th  the  two 
sisters,  with  some  friends,  drove  to  the  de- 
fendant's wharf  in  East  Boston.  The  Ivcr- 
nia  was  not  ready  to  receive  second-class 
passengers  when  they  arrived,  and  they 
waited  in  a  room  for  some  fifteen  minutes. 

The  evidence  was  somewhat  conflicting  as 
to  the  movements  of  the  intestate  between 
the  time  when  she  left  the  waiting  room  and 
undressed  and  went  to  bod  in  her  room  on 
the  Ivernin.  Tlie  plaintiff's  evidence  tended 
to  show  that  she  walked  about  and  talked 
with  her  friends,  while  the  defendant's  evi- 
dence tended  to  show  that  she  was  support- 
ed and  almost  carried  to  her  room,  and  that 
she  looked  very  ill  at  the  time.  The  evi- 
dence of  both  parties  showed  that  she  un- 
dressed and  went  to  bed  before  the  Ivernia 
cast  off  from  the  wharf. 

The  fact  that  the  intestate  had  undressed 
and  gone  to  bed  was  reported  to  the  ship's 
surgeon,  who  was  on  duty  at  the  third-class 
gangway.  He  immediately  stopped  em 
barkation  at  that  gangway,  and  went  to  her 
room.  On  arriving  there  he  felt  her  pulse, 
looked  at  her  tongue,  and  asked  the  intes- 
tate and  the  plaintiff  what  the  matter  was. 
Whereupon  the  plaintiff  handed  to  the  sur- 
geon the  following  letter  from  Dr.  Hare: 

27th  Feb. 
Ship  Surgeon  S.  S.  Ivernia. 
My  dear  Doctor: — 

May  I  explain  to  you  a  most  sad  case 
which  will  be  under  your  care  during  this 
crossing? 

The  patient  herself  has  no  idea  of  the 
nature  of  her  trouble,  so  will  you  kindly 
make  light  of  anything  occurring,  and  give 
us  your  aid  in  concealing  facts. 

This  note  will  be  handed  to  you  by  her 
sister,  who  knows  all. 

She  has  endothelioma  of  uterus  too  ad- 
vanced for  more  than  curetting  and  cautery, 
which  I  did  February  13.  Unfortunately 
this  is  lior  week  to  expect  menstruation,  but 
I  truHt  it  will  give  you  no  s|K!cial  trouble. 
She  will  be  Kupplied  with  creolin  for  douches 
20  L.K.A.(N..S.) 


and  codeia  suppos.  (o  v  grs  iss)  for  pain  if 
needed. 

May  I  suggest  an  early  vaginal  pack 
should  the  loss  of  blood  pass  the  normal, 
that  strength  may  be  saved  until  she 
reaches  home. 

Any  kindness  shown  to  her  if  in  need  will 
l>e  greatly  appreciated  by  myself  and  others. 

Thanking  you  in  advance,  I  am 

Very  sincerely, 
C.  H.  Hare. 

The  surgeon  read  this  letter,  left  the 
room,  and  gave  directions  that  the  intestate 
should  not  be  allowed  to  proceed  on  the  voy- 
age. 

The  plaintiff  testified  "that  thereupon  the 
intestate  dressed  and  walked  to  the  stairs, 
where  some  stewards  made  a  chair  of  their 
hands,  and  carried  her  up  and  placed  her  on 
a  settee  in  the  second-cabin  waiting  room  on 
the  wharf,"  where  she  had  to  wait  for  an 
hour  or  more  while  a  carriage  was  procured. 
Finally  the  carriage  arrived,  their  baggage 
wns  found,  and  they  drove  to  the  house  of  a 
friend  in  Chelsea,  arriving  there  between  4 
and  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  plaintiff 
and  her  intestate  stayed  at  the  friend's 
home  in  Chelsea  for  five  weeks,  when  they 
sailed  on  the  White  Star  ship  Cymric  as 
first-cabin  passengers,  arriving  at  Queens- 
town  on  April  13th.  The  intestate  died  at 
her  home  in  Ireland,  on  July  29th  of  the 
same  year. 

The  ship's  surgeon  testified  that,  after 
reading  the  letter,  he  said  "that  under  the 
circumstances  Margaret  Connors  was  not  in 
condition  to  travel  without  serious  risk  to 
her  life.  The  sister  told  me  that  Dr.  Hare 
said  she  was  fit  to  travel,  and  denied  the 
statement  made  in  Dr.  Hare's  letter  as  to 
the  menstrual  period."  He  further  testified: 
"I  told  Margaret  Connors  and  her  sister  I 
considered  her  in  an  unfit  condition  to 
travel  just  then,  and  that  they  should  post- 
pone the  voyage.  I  also  told  Mr.  Edwards, 
of  the  Cunard  Boston  oflice,  that  'I  refused 
to  take  charge  of  the  case.' " 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  testimony 
was  given  by  a  Boston  physician  and  by  the 
specialist  who  performed  the  exploratory  op- 
eration on  the  intestate,  and  also  by  a  sur- 
geon who  examined  her  just  after  February 
28th,  "that  in  their  opinion  there  was  noth- 
ing about  the  physical  condition  of  the 
plaintiff's  intestate  on  or  about  February 
28,  1905,  that  would  make  a  voyage  across 
the  ocean  dangerous  to  her;  that  she  was 
not  too  weak  to  travel;  that  she  was  not 
in  any  danger  of  immediate  death  from  the 
disease  or  from  its  rapid  progress;  that  its 
progress  would  be  slow;  that  there  was  no 
n'ason  to  ex))ect  any  fatal  hemorrhage  or 
any  sudden  termination  of  the  disease;  that 
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she  was  Just  as  safe  on  the  sea  as  on  the 
land;  that  any  packing  rendered  necessary 
or  advisable  during  the  voyage  on  account 
of  any  possible  hemorrhage  would  require  no 
surgical  instruments,  and  could  be  accom- 
plished by  the  hands;  that  if  one  desired  to 
use  iastniments,  an  ordinary  spoon  was  as 
useful  as  anything  else ;  that  any  such 
packing  did  not  require  the  skill  of  a  physi- 
cian, but  could  be  performed  by  a  nurse, 
the  intestate's  sister,  or  any  ordinary  person 
fairly  conversant  with  such  matters." 

Nothing  was  said  to  the  defendant  corpo- 
ration when  the  ticket  for  the  intestate  and 
the  plaintiff  was  bought  of  it,  as  to  the  in- 
testate's  condition. 

The  defendant  asked  for  thirty  rulings 
on  liability  and  six  on  the  damages  recover- 
able. Among  other  rulings  asked  for  by  it 
was  a  ruling  directing  the  jury  as  matter 
of  law  to  find  a  verdict  in  its  favor. 

The  plaintiff  was  required  to  elect  be- 
tween her  action  in  tort  and  her  action  in 
contract,  and  she  elected  to  go  to  the  jury 
on  her  action  in  tort.  The  action  in  tort  is 
the  second  of  the  two  actions  now  before  us. 

The  presiding  judge  instructed  the  jury 
that,  on  the  liability  of  the  defendant,  there 
was  only  one  question  for  them  to  decide, 
to  wit.  Did  the  intestate  leave  the  Ivernia 
voluntarily  ? 

The  plaintiff  had  a  verdict  and  the  case  is 
here  on  exceptions. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hunt,  with  Messrs.  Gas- 
ton. Snow,  &  Saltonstall,  for  plaintiff: 

The  mere  fact  that  a  person  is  afflicted 
with  an  internal  disease  will  not  justify  a 
common  carrier  in  refusing  to  accept  such 
person  as  a  passenger. 

Sheridan  v.  Brooklyn  City  4  N.  R.  Co.  38 
N.  Y.  39,  93  Am.  Dec.  490;  Pullman  Palace 
Car  Co.  v.  Barker,  4  Colo.  344,  34  Am.  Rep. 
89;  Zachery  v.  Mobile  4  O.  R.  Co.  74  Miss. 
620,  36  L.R.A.  546,  60  Am.  St.  Rup.  629,  21 
So.  246;  Bryant  v.  Rich,  IOC  Mass.  180,  8 
Am.  Rep.  311;  New  Orleans,  J.  &  G.  N.  R. 
Co.  v.  Statham,  42  Miss.  607, 97  Am.  Dec.  478. 

The  plaintiff  established  a  prima  facie 
case  when  she  showed  that  her  intestate  was 
on  board  the  defendant's  ship  under  a  con- 
tract of  transportation  with  the  defendant, 
and  tlrat  the  defendant  forced  her  to  leave 
the  ship  against  her  will. 

St.  John  v.  Eastern  R.  Co.  1  Allen,  544; 
Hathaway  v.  Hatchard,  160  Mass.  290,  35 
N.  E.  8.57;  Mountford  v.  Cunard  S.  S.  Co. 
202  Mass.  345,  88  N.  E.  782;  .Tackson  v. 
Knowlton,  173  Mass.  94,  53  N.  E.  134. 

The  fact  that  the  plaintiff's  intestate  left 
the  ship  without  being  forcibly  ejected  does 
not  show  that  she  consented  to  the  ejection 
and  went  voluntarily. 

Consolidated  Traction  Co.  v.  Taborn,  68 
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N.  J.  L.  1,  32  Atl.  685;  Central  R.  &  Bkg. 
Co.  V.  Roberts,  91  Ga.  513,  18  S.  E.  315; 
Georgia  R.  &  Bkg.  Co.  v.  Eskew,  86  Ga. 
641,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  490,  12  S.  E.  1061; 
Eddy  V.  Syracuse  Rapid  Transit  R.  Co.  60 
App.  Div.  109,  63  N.  Y.  Supp.  645;  Ray  v. 
Cortland  4  H.  Traction  Co.  19  App.  Div. 
530,  46  N.  Y.  Supp.  621. 

Mr.  James  IJ.  Putnam,  for  defendant: 

A  carrier  may  exclude  passengers  against 
whom  there  is  any  reasonable  objection,  in- 
cluding those  who  are  not  in  a  fit  state  to 
make  the  journey. 

Chitty  4  T.  Carr.  p.  243;  Story,  Bailm. 
§§  591,  591a;  Pearson  v.  Duane,  4  Wall. 
605,  18  L.  ed.  447. 

If  a  carrier  reasonably  believes  facts  in 
regard  to  a  passenger  which,  if  true,  would 
justify  the  carrier  in  excluding  him,  he  may 
exclude  him  as  if  the  facts  were  true. 

Murphy  v.  Union  R.  Co.  118  Mass.  228; 
Hudson  V.  Lynn  4  B.  R.  Co.  178  Mass.  64, 
59  N.  E.  647;  Paddock  v.  Atchison,  T.  4  S. 
F.  R.  Co.  4  L.R.A.  231,  37  Fed.  841 ;  Lemont 
v.  Washington  4  G.  R.  Co.  1  Mackey,  180, 
47  Am.  Rep.  238;  Thurston  v.  Union  P.  R. 
Co.  4  Dill.  321,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,019. 

Carriers  by  water  may  exclude  persons 
whose  presence  on  board  ship  will  cause  ex- 
pense or  inconvenience  to  the  shipowner, 
and  this  rule  excludes  persons  who,  from 
their  physical  or  mental  condition,  are  un- 
fit to  travel  safely. 

Pearson  v.  Duane,  supra;  5  Am.  4  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  638;  Hutchinson,  Carr. 
2d.  ed.  §  670;  Lousivillo,  N.  4  G.  S.  R.  Co. 
V.  Fleming,  14  Lea,  128;  Sevier  v.  Vicks- 
burg  4  M.  R.  Co.  61  Miss.  8,  48  Am.  Rep. 
74;  Croom  v.  Chicago,  M.  4  St.  P.  R.  Co. 
52  Minn.  296,  18  L.R.A.  602,  38  Am.  St. 
Rep.  657,  53  N.  W.  1128;  2  Hutchinson, 
Carr.  3d.  ed.  §§  906,  968;  Indianapolis,  P. 
4  C.  R.  Co.  V.  Pitzer,  109  Ind.  179,  58  Am. 
Rep.  387,  6  N.  E.  310,  10  N.  E.  70:  Owens 
V.  Macon  4  B.  R.  Co.  119  Ga.  230,  63  L.R.A. 
946,  46  S.  E.  87. 

On  grounds  of  public  policy,  a  carrier 
may  exclude  persons  whose  presence  may  ha 
dangerous  or  annoying  to  other  passengers. 

Murphy  v.  Union  R.  Co.;  Hudson  v.  Lynn 
4  B.  R.  Co.;  and  Paddock  v.  Atchison,  T. 
4  S.  F.  R.  Co., — supra;  Meyer  v.  St.  Louis, 
I.  M.  4  S.  R.  Co.  4  C.  C.  A.  221,  10  U.  S. 
App.  677,  54  Fed.  116;  Lemont  v.  Washing- 
ton 4  G.  R.  Co.;  Thurston  v.  Union  P.  R. 
Co.;  and  Pearson  v.  Duane, — supra;  Dulieu 
V.  White  [1901]  2  K.  B.  685;  Croom  v. 
Chicago,  M.  4  St.  P.  R.  Co.  52  Minn.  298, 
18  L.R.A.  602,  38  Am.  St.  Rep.  557,  63  N. 
W.  1128. 

If  the  defendant  had  no  notice  of  the 
plaintiff's  condition  prior  to  the  time  she 
came  on  board  the  Ivernia,  she  never  ac- 
quired anv  rights  as  a  passenger. 
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Hogner  v.  Boston  Elev.  R.  Co.  198  Mass. 
260,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  960,  84  N.  E.  4G4. 

liorlng,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  principal  question  presented  by  tlie 
defendant's  exceptions  in  the  second  action 
is  an  important  one,  not  directly  decided  in 
any  case  which  has  come  to  our  attention. 

The  general  rule  that  a  common  carrier 
is  bound  to  accept  anybody  and  everybody 
who  presents  himself  for  transportation, 
and  pays  the  regular  fare,  has  its  limita- 
tions. A  common  carrier  is  bound  to  care 
for  all  who  have  become  its  passengers. 
For  that  reason  not  only  is  it  not  bound  to 
accept,  but  it  is  under  obligation  to  refuse 
to  accept,  as  a  passenger  an  insane  person 
without  a  proper  attendant  or  attendants 
(Owens  V.  Macon  &  B.  R.  Co.  119  Ga.  230, 
63  L.R.A.  946,  46  S.  E.  87;  Meyer  v.  St. 
Louis,  I.  M.  4;  S.  R.  Co.  4  C.  C.  A.  221,  10 
U.  S.  App.  C77,  54  Fed.  116)  ;  or  one  who 
has  smallpox  (Paddock  v.  Atchison,  T.  & 
S.  F.  R.  Co.  4  L.R.A.  231,  37  Fed.  841;  and 
the  same  is  true  of  one  who,  because  of  in- 
toxication or  for  any  other  reason,  would 
be  ofTensive  to  other  passengers  (Vinton  v. 
Middlesex  R.  Co.  11  Allen,  304,  87  Am.  Dec. 
714;  Murphy  v.  Union  R.  Co.  118  Mass. 
228 ;  Hudson  v.  Lynn  &  B.  R.  Co.  178  Mass. 
64,  59  N.  E.  647 ;  Ijcmont  v.  Washington  & 
G.  R.  Co.  1  Mackey,  180,  47  Am.  Rep.  238). 

The  jury  was  instructed  in  Thurston  v. 
Union  P.  R.  Co.  4  Dill.  321,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
14,019,  that  a  common  carrier  was  not 
bound  to  accept  as  a  passenger  one  who 
sought  transportation  for  a  criminal  pur- 
pose, and  on  that  ground  that  the  defendant 
was  justified  in  refusing  to  sell  a  ticket  to 
a  three  card  monte  man. 

It  was  held  in  all  these  cases  that  the 
justification  was  made  out  if  the  carrier 
had  reasonable  cause  to  suppose,  and  did 
suppose,  that  the  safety  or  convenience  of 
other  passengers  would  be  endangered  by  the 
person  in  question,  and  that  it  was  not  nec- 
essary to  wait  to  see  if  the  person  believed, 
and  with  reason,  to  be  afflicted  with  an  in- 
fectious disease,  or  so  insane,  drunk,  or  sick 
as  to  be  likely  to  interfere  with  the  safety 
or  convenience  of  other  passengers,  was  or 
was  not  in  fact  in  the  condition  he  appeared 
to  be  in. 

The  doctrine  established  by  these  cases  is 
admitted  by  the  learned  counsel  for  the 
plaintiff.  His  contention  is  that  the  right 
of  the  carrier  to  exclude  a  person  who 
wishes  to  become  a  passenger  is  confined  to 
those  cases  where  the  safety  or  convenience 
of  other  passengers  is  endangered,  or  thought 
to  be  endangered,  and  that  "the  mere  fact 
that  a  person  is  afflicted  with  an  internal 
disease  will  not  justify"  a  carrier  in  refus- 
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ing  to  accept  him  as  a  passenger,  if  he  of- 
fers to  pay  the  regular  fare.  He  relies  on 
statements  in  Sheridan  y.  Brooklyn  City  & 
N.  R.  Co.  36  N.  Y.  39,  93  Am.  Dec  490; 
Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Barker,  4  Colo. 
344,  34  Am.  Rep.  89;  and  New  Orleans,  J. 
&  G.  N.  R.  Co.  V.  Statham,  42  Miss.  607,  97 
Am.  Dec.  478 ;  •  and  the  decision  in  Zachery 
v.  Mobile  &  O.  R.  Co.  74  Miss.  520,  36  L.RA. 
546,  00  Am.  St.  Rep.  529,  21  So.  246,  in 
support  of  that  contention. 

The  decision  in  Zachery  v.  Mobile  &  0.  R. 
Co.  does  not  help  the  plaintiff.  What  was 
there  decided  was  that  the  complaint  in  that 
case  stated  a  good  cause  of  action.  It  was 
a  complaint  for  refusing  to  sell  the  plaintiff 
a  ticket  because  he  was  blind.  But  the  re- 
port states  that  "it  is  alleged  in  the  com- 
plaint, and  admitted  by  the  demurrer,  that 
appellant  was  not  infirm,  but  robust,  able 
to  take  care  of  himself  and  to  comply  with 
the  rules  applying  to  passengers  generally: 
that  he  had  been  traveling  on  appellee's 
road  for  several  years,  and  given  no  cause 
of  complaint  to  appellee's  servants  and  none 
was  ever  made.  All  this  being  admitted  by 
the  demurrer,  the  doctrines  laid  down  in  Se- 
vier V.  Vicksburg  &,  M.  R.  Co.  61  Miss.  10, 
48  Am.  Rep.  74,  relied  on  by  appellee,  do 
not  apply  to  this  case.  There  is  nothing  to 
show  that  appellant  was  informed  that  the 
absence  of  an  attendant  was  the  cause  of 
his  rejection,  and  nothing  to  show  that  he 
needed  one." 

There  is  a  general  statement  in  the  opin> 
ion  in  Slieridan  v.  Brooklyn  City  &  N.  R. 
Co.  36  N.  Y.  39,  42,  93  Am.  Dec'  490,  that 
a  sick  person  is  entitled  to  ride  in  the  cars, 
and  there  is  a  similar  statement  in  Full- 
man  Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Barker,  4  Colo.  344, 
348,  34  Am.  Rep.  89.  But  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  point  under  discussion  in  the 
case  in  question,  neither  statement  is  of  im- 
portance. The  question  to  be  decided  in 
Sheridan  v.  Brooklyn  City  4  N.  R.  Co.  was 
whether  the  judge  was  wrong  in  refusing  to 
instruct  the  jury  that  the  fact  that  the  de- 
ceased (for  whose  death  the  action  was 
brought)  was  a  child  (he  was  nine  years 
old ) ,  makes  no  difTorence  in  the  rule  of  law  as 
to  the  question  of  negligence;  if  not  of  years 
of  discretion,  he  should  have  a  protector. 
The  court  held  that  the  ruling  asked  for 
was  wrong,  and  in  discussing  that  question 
said  that  "a  sick  or  aged  person,  a  delicate 
woman,  a  lame  man,  or  a  child,"  is  entitled 
to  more  attention  in  getting  on  or  off  the 
cars  or  in  crossing  a  street  than  one  in  good 
health  and  under  no  disability.  The  court 
then  added  the  statement  here  relied  on: 
"All  these  classes  are  entitled  to  use  the 
streets  and  to  ride  in  the  cars."  The  simi- 
lar statement  made  in  Pullman  Palace  Car 
Co.  V.  Barker  is  of  no  more  significance.   In 
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that  case  a  car  of  the  Pullman  Company  got 
on  fire  through  the  negligence  of  its  serv- 
ants, and  the  plaintiff  had  to  leave  her 
berth  and  go  to  another  car  on  an  "extreme- 
ly" cold  night,  in  her  night  clothes.  "She 
caught  a  severe  cold  which  caused  the  cessa- 
tion of  her  menses  and  resulted  in  a  long 
period  of  illness."  It  was  held  that  the 
negligence  of  the  defendant  was  not  the  im' 
mediate  cause  of  that  illness.  In  deciding 
that  point  the  court  said:  "Persons  who 
are  ill  have  a  right  to  enter  the  cars  of  a 
railroad  company  and  travel  therein;  as  a 
common  carrier  of  passengers  the  company 
has  no  right  to  prevent  them;  but  the  in- 
creased risk  arising  from  conditions  affect- 
ing their  fitness  to  journey,  certainly  where 
they  are  unknown  to  the  carrier,  must  rest 
upon  their  own  shoulders."  There  is  a  some- 
what similar  statement  of  no  more  conse- 
quence in  New  Orleans,  J.  &  G.  N.  R.  Co.  v. 
Statham,  42  Miss.  607,  613,  97  Am.  Dec. 
478. 

On  thfi  other  hand  it  is  plain  that  the 
right  to  exclude  is  not  confined  to  cases 
where  the  safety  or  convenience  of  other 
passengers  is  endangered  or  thought  to  be 
endangered. 

In  Jencks  v.  Coleman,  2  Sumn.  221,  224, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  7,258,  Judge  Story  charged 
the  jury  that  a  carrier  had  a  right  to  re- 
fuse to  accept  as  a  passenger  a  man  who 
came  to  solicit,  while  in  transit  as  a  pas- 
senger, patronage  for  a  line  of  stagecoaches 
which  ran  in  opposition  to  the  line  with 
which  iht  carrier  had  made  a  contract  in 
order  to  create  a  convenient  through  line  of 
travel.  Similar  decisions  were  made  in  Tlie 
D.  R.  Martin,  11  Blatchf.  233,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
1,030,  and  in  Barney  v.  Oyster  Bay  &  H.  S. 
B.  Co.  07  N.  Y.  301,  23  Am.  Rep.  115. 

It  was  held  in  Louisville,  N.  &  G.  S.  R. 
Co.  v.  Fleming,  14  Lea,  128,  that  an  old 
colored  man  eighty-three  years  of  age,  whose 
hands  were  partially  paralyzed  and  numb, 
had  no  cause  of  action  for  being  put  off  the 
train  on  his  failure  to  produce  his  ticket  or 
pay  his  fare.  There  was  evidence  that  he 
had  a  ticket  in  his  pocket  and  that  the  con- 
ductor, although  he  tried,  failed  to  find  it. 

In  Sevier  t.  Vicksburg  &  M.  R.  Co.,  61 
Miss.  8,  48  Am.  Rep.  74,  it  was  held  that 
a  man  had  no  cause  of  action  who,  while 
sick  with  fever,  got  on  a  train,  and  told  the 
conductor  when  be  gave  him  his  ticket  that 
he  was  sick  with  fever,  that  he  wanted  to 
sleep,  and  to  be  waked  up  at  Jackson;  the 
conductor  did  not  wake  him  up,  and  he  had 
to  walk  back  4  miles  from  the  station  next 
beyond  Jackson. 

In  Croom  v.  Chicago  M.  4  S.  P.  R.  Co. 
52  Minn.  296,  18  L.R.A.  602,  38  Am.  St. 
Rep.  557,  53  N.  W.  1128,  "the  defendant  ac 
cepted  the  plaintiff  as  a  passenger  on  its 
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train,  for  transportation  from  Savannah, 
Illinois,  by  way  of  Austin,  Minnesota,  to 
Wells,  in  this  state.  He  was  aged  eighty 
years,  feeble,  and  infirm  in  mind  and  body, 
and  henoe  required  special  care  and  assis- 
tance during  his  journey,  of  which  fact  the 
defendant  was  informed  when  it  accepted 
him  as  a  passenger,  by  a  letter  from  its 
station  agent  at  Savannah,  which  accom- 
panied his  ticket,  and  was  exhibited  to  each 
successive  conductor  on  the  train."  It  was 
held  that,  having  voluntarily  accepted  as  a 
passenger  one  who  required  extra  care,  it 
was  bound  to  furnish  it.  In  coming  to  that 
conclusion  it  was  said,  at  page  298  of  52 
Minn:  "Of  course  a  railroad  company  is 
not  bound  to  turn  its  cars  into  nurseries  or 
hospitals,  or  its  employees  into  nurses.  If 
a  passenger,  because  of  extreme  youth  or  old 
age,  or  any  mental  or  physical  infirmities,  is 
unable  to  take  care  of  himself,  he  ought  to 
be  provided  with  an  attendant  to  take  care 
of  him.  But  if  the  company  voluntarily  ac- 
cepts a  person  as  a  passenger,  without  an 
attendant,  whose  inability  to  care  for  him- 
self is  apparent  or  made  known  to  its  serv- 
ants, and  renders  special  care  and  assistance 
necessary,  the  company  is  negligent  if  such 
assistance  is  not  afforded.  In  such  case  it 
must  exercise  the  degree  of  care  commensu- 
rate with  the  responsibility  which  it  has 
thus  voluntarily  assumed,  and  that  care 
must  be  such  as  is  reasonably  necessary  to 
insure  the  safety  of  the  passenger,  in  view 
of  his  mental  and  physical  condition." 

If  the  most  favorable  view  is  taken  of  the 
plaintiff's  evidence  in  the  case  at  bar,  her 
intestate  presented  herself  on  February  28th 
as  a  person  who  would  require  medical  at- 
tention during  the  voyage  in  question,  and 
expected  the  defendant  corporation  to  fur- 
nish it.  There  is  nothing  in  the  evidence 
which  would  warrant  a  finding  that  the  in- 
testate's sister  assumed  to  have  any  medi- 
cal knowledge  or  skill. 

The  question  of  accepting  as  a  passenger 
a  person  in  need  of  medical  attention  is  a 
more  serious  one  in  case  of  a  carrier  by  wa- 
ter than  in  case  the  proposed  transportation 
is  on  land.  Hospitals  abound  on  shore,  and, 
even  where  there  are  no  hospitals,  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  Can  be  found  at  different 
stopping  places  to  whose  care  the  traveler  in 
need  of  medical  attendance  can  be  confided. 
But  in  case  a  person  in  need  of  medical  at- 
tendance is  taken  as  a  passenger  on  a  sea 
voyage,  she  must  be  cared  for  until  the  voy- 
age is  at  an  end,  and,  if  she  is  not  accom- 
panied by  her  own  physician,  it  might  well 
be  held  that  the  responsibility  of  caring  for 
her  had  been  assumed  by  the  carrier. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  a  common  carrier 
's  bound  to  take  as  passengers  all  who  offer 
themselves,  ill  or  well,  provided  the  carrier 
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can  furnish  the  necessary  accommodations, 
and  the  passenger  is  willing  to  pay  for  what 
he  demands. 

But  where  a  person  who  is  ill  presents 
herself  to  a  common  carrier  for  transporta- 
tion by  water,  it  is  her  duty  to  state  the 
fact  that  she  is  ill,  and  make  special  ar- 
rangements for  her  transportation  as  a 
person  in  need  of  medical  attention.  Speak- 
ing in  another  connection,  this  court  said 
in  Spade  v.  Lynn  &  B.  R.  Co.  168  Mass.  285, 
289,  38  L.R.A.  512,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  303, 
47  N.  E.  88,  89:  "If,  for  example,  a  trav- 
eler is  sick  or  infirm,  delicate  in  health, 
specially  nervous  or  emotional,  liable  to  be 
upset  by  slight  causes,  and  therefore  requir- 
ing precautions  which  are  not  usual  or  prac- 
ticable for  travelers  in  general,  notice  should 
be  given,  so  that,  if  reasonably  practicable, 
arrangements  may  be  mode  accordingly,  and 
extra  care  be'  observed." 

The  case  of  a  person  requiring  medical  at- 
tendance does  not  come  within  the  same 
class  as  the  cases  (put  in  some  of  the  opin- 
ions) where  a  very  old  or  a  very  young  per- 
son is  alighting  from  a  car,  and,  for  that 
or  any  other  reason,  requires  more  time 
than  a  person  in  good  health,  and  not  under 
a  disability.  Those  persons  and  persons  la- 
boring under  other  difficulties  are  included  in 
the  class  of  persons  fit  to  travel.  What  we 
have  to  consider  in  the  case  at  bar  is  the 
cose  of  one  not  fit  to  travel  without  medi- 
cal attention.  Had  notice  been  given  to  the 
defendant  corporation  of  the  condition  of  the 
plaintitf's  intestate  when  her  ticket  was 
bought  for  her,  the  question  of  what  care 
her  physical  condition  was  likely  to  demand, 
and  how  and  by  whom  it  was  to  be  provided, 
could  have  been  taken  up  with  deliberation, 
and  some  special  arrangement  made  for  the 
necessary  extra  care  and  the  amount  to  be 
paid  to  the  defendant  corporation,  if  it  was 
arranged  that  the  extra  care  was  to  be  fur- 
nished by  it. 

But  nothing  of  that  kind  was  done  in  the 
case  at  bar.  The  ticket  for  the  plaintiff's 
intestate  was  bought  and  paid  for,  and  she 
presented  herself  for  embarkation  as  an  or- 
dinary passenger.  We  are  of  opinion  that 
the  presentation  of  Dr.  Hare's  letter  was  a 
representation  by  her  that  she  needed  medi- 
cal attention  during  the  voyage,  and  looked 
to  the  defendant  corporation  to  supply  it. 

If,  after  the  visit  which  the  ship's  sur- 
geon paid  to  the  intestate  while  she  was  ly- 
ing in  bed  in  her  room,  the  intestate  had  not 
been  put  ashore,  there  would  have  been  a 
serious  question  whether  the  defendant  cor- 
poration had  not  assumed  the  responsibility 
of  giving  her  proper  medical  care  during  the 
voyage,  on  the  principle  acted  upon  by  the 
court  in  deciding  for  the  plaintiff  in  Croom 
V.  Chicago,  M.  &  S.  P.  R.  Co.  supro- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


A  ship's  surgeon  seems  to  have  been 
aboard  the  Ivernia  in  compliance  with  Stat. 
18  &  10  Vict.  chap.  119,  §  41,  which  require* 
"every  passenger  ship"  to  carry  "a  duly 
qualified  medical  practitioner"  whenever  tho 
number  of  persons  on  board  (including  cab- 
in passengers,  officers,  and  crew)  exceeds 
300.  So  far  as  the  decision  of  the  second  of 
the  two  eases  now  before  us  is  concerned,  it 
may  be  assumed  that  a  passenger  who  falls 
ill  during  the  voyage  can  call  upon  the 
"medical  practitioner"  for  medical  atten- 
tion. But  neither  Stat.  18  &  19  Vict  chap 
119,  §  41,  nor  the  presence  on  the  Ivernia  of 
a  "medical  practitioner"  in  compliance  with 
that  act,  changes  the  right  of  a  common  car- 
rier by  water  not  to  receive  as  an  ordinary 
passenger  a  person  in  need  of  medical  at- 
tention. 

In  our  opinion  such  a  carrier  has  that 
right. 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  facts  which  made 
out  the  defendant's  justification  in  refusing 
to  accept  the  plaintiff's  intestate  as  a  pas- 
senger were  a  part  of  the  plaintiff's  case  put 
in  by  her.  Under  these  circumstances  a  ver- 
dict for  the  defendant  should  have  been  di- 
rected as  matter  of  law,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  burden  of  proving  a  justification  in 
the  action  of  tort  was  on  the  defendant, 
as  to  whicli,  see  Mountford  v.  Cunard  S.  S. 
Co.  202  Mass.  345,  88  N.  E.  782.  For  cisrg 
where  it  has  been  held  under  similar  circum- 
stances that  a  verdict  for  the  defendant 
should  have  been  entered  as  matter  of  law, 
see  Uehhins  v.  Old  Colony  R.  Co.  154  Mass. 
402,  28  N.  E.  274  and  Emery  v.  Boston  & 
M.  R.  Co.  173  Mass.  136,  53  N.  E.  278. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  entry  in  the 
second  action  should  be  judgment  for  the  de- 
fendant.    See  Stat.  1909,  chap.  236,  p.  174. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  decide  whether  the 
order  of  the  judge  requiring  the  plaintiff  to 
elect  would  have  been  right  had  the  plaintiff 
had  a  right  of  action  in  tort.  As  we  have 
said,  the  plaintiff  in  our  opinion  had  no 
right  of  action  in  tort.  Someone  has  a  right 
to  have  the  passage  money  paid  for  the 
ticket  for  the  plaintiff  and  her  sister  re- 
turned, or  such  part  of  it  as  is  due  after 
the  defendant  has  been  allowed  to  recoup 
any  expense  it  was  at  in  providing  for  the 
passage  of  the  two.  That  question  was  not 
tried.  The  plaintiff  should  have  a  right  to 
show  that  she  is  the  person  to  whom  that 
money  is  due.  For  that  reason  the  plain- 
tiff's exceptions  to  the  order  directing  a  ver- 
dict for  the  defendant  in  the  first  action 
should  be  sustained. 

As  the  first  action  must  go  back  for  a  new 
trial,  the  question  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
appointment  of  the  plaintiff  as  administra- 
trix of  the  estate  of  her  sister  will  come  up 
fur  decision,  and  although  it  was  raised  by 
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tlip  (Irfpndant's  bill  of  exceptions  in  the  tce- 
(iDil  action,  we  shall  consider  it  as  a  ques- 
tion likely  to  arise  at  the  new  trial  of  the 
lint  action. 

The  plaintiff's  petition  for  administration 
on  the  estate  of  Margaret  Connors  was 
fuunded  on  the  fact  that  Margaret  Connors 
was  an  inhabitant  of  or  resident  in  the 
cuunty  of  Suffolk  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
II  follows  the  approved  form  and  alleges  that 
slie  "last  dwelt  in  Boston."  The  decree  of 
the  probate  court  apiiointing  the  plaintiff 
adininiatTatri.x  of  the  estate  of  "Margaret 
t'liniKirs,  late  of  Boston,"  is  an  adjudication 
tliat  Mat^aret  Connors  was  an  inhabitant  of 
i>r  resident  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  at  the 
time  of  her  decease.  The  probate  court  has 
juriMliction  to  grant  administration  of  the 
f«tate  of  persons  who,  at  the  time  of  their 
iliwase,  were  inhabitants  of  or  residents  in 
tlie  county  without  proof  that  th;-y  left 
■■^tate  to  be  administered  within  the  county. 
Jurisdiction  to  grant  administration  in  cuss 
the  deceased  was  a  resident  was  given  by 
Stat.  1783,  chap.  46,  p.  617,  §  1.  The  other 
jurisdiction  to  grant  administration  in  case 
the  deceased  was  a  nonresident  that  left 
property  to  be  administered  within  the  com- 
luDnwealth  was  first  given  by  Stat.  1816- 
1«,  chap.  IDO,  p.  630,  §  1. 

The  question  whether  the  probate  court 
vas  wrong  in  finding  as  a  fact  that  Marga- 
ret Connors  was  before  her  death  an  inhab- 
itant of  or  resident  in  the  county  of  Suffolk 
is  not  open  in  this  action.  By  Rev.  Stat. 
1S.3r>,  chap.  83,  §  12,  it  was  provided  that 
the  jurisdiction  assumed  by  a  judge  of  pro- 
bate, so  far  as  it  depends  upon  the  place  of 
residence  of  any  ]>erson  shall  not  be  con- 
tested except  in  an  appeal,  or  when  the 
want  of  jurisdiction  appears  in  the  same 
remrd.  Ihis  was  re-enacted  in  Gen.  Stat. 
ISiiO,  chap.  117,  §  4,  and  in  Pub.  SUt.  1882, 
chip.  156,  §  4.  The  probate  court  was  put 
on  the  same  footing  as  that  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court  in  equity,  by  Stat.  1891,  chap. 
415,  p.  1021,  §  4 ;  that  is  to  say,  on  the  foot- 
ing of  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction.  Both 
provisions  were  reported  by  the  commis- 
•ioners  who  drafted  the  Revised  Laws.  Com- 
mi'»ioneTs'  Report,  Rev.  Laws,  chap.  162, 
$$  2,  8.  The  legislative  committee  omitted 
5  S,  bein"  the  proposed  re-enactment  of  Rev. 
btat  18.,.;,  chap.  8.*J,  §  12.  This  evidently 
vas  done  because  the  broader  provisions  of 
i'tat  1891,  chap.  415,  p.  1021,  §  4,  made  the 
continuance- of  Rev.  Stat.  1836,  chtip.  83, 
§  12.  unnecessary.  We  arc  of  opinion  that 
the  finding  of  fact  made  by  the  probate 
»urt  as  to  the  residence  of  Margaret  Con- 
nors was  not  the  subject  of  attack  in  this 
action. 

Tlie  result  is  that  the  entry  in  the  first 
Sftinn  must  be  exceptions  sustained,  and  in 
28  LBX(NJS.) 


the  second  action  judgment  for  the  defend- 
ant. 
So  ordered. 


WASHINGTON  SUPREME  COURT. 

NANNIE  N,  JOHNSON,  Appfc, 

V. 

AMEL    JOHNSON,    Respt 

(—  Wash.  — ,  106  Pac.  600.) 

Conflict  of  laws  —  marriage  —  avoidance 
of  local  law —validity. 

A  marriage  between  persons  who,  to  avoid 
the  law  of  their  domicil  prohibiting  mar- 
riage between  persons  of  certain  degrees  of 
consanguinity,  go  into  another  (jountry 
where  the  marriage  is  valid,  have  the  cere- 
mony performed,  and  immediately  return 
to  their  former  domicil  to  reside,  will  not 
be  recognized  there. 


^January  21,  1010.) 


Dfote.  —  Law  governing  validity  ot  mar- 
riage. 

The  earlier  cases  on  this  subject  are 
cited  in  notes  to  Hills  v;  State,  57  L.R.A. 
155,  Gabisso's  Succession,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1082,  and  State  v.  Fenn,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
800. 

Although  the  court  in  Johnbon  v.  John- 
son reached  the  same  result  as  if  it  had 
applied  the  doctrine  that'  marital  capacity 
is  to  be  determined  by  the  law  of  the  domi- 
cil, and  not  by  the  law  of  the  place  where 
the  marriage  is  celebrated,  the  decision  is 
in  reality  referable  not  to  that  doctrine, 
but  to  the  exception,  based  on  the  public 
policy  of  the  domicil  and  forum,  to  the 
general  principle  that  the  law  of  the  place 
where  the  marriage  is  celebrated,  governs. 

In  Donohue  v.  Donohue,  63  Misc.  Ill, 
116  N.  Y.  Supp.  241,  it  was  held  by  White, 
J.,  at  a  special  term  of  the  supreme  court 
for  Erie  county,  that  a  New  York  court 
could  not  annul  a  marriage  celebrated  in 
the  province  of  Ontario,  and  which  by  the 
law  of  that  province  had  become  indis- 
soluble by  the  cohabitation  of  the  parties 
there,  although  both  parties  at  the  time  of 
the  marriage  and  at  the  time  of  the  suit 
were  domiciled  in  New  York,  and  neither 
had  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  at  the 
time  of  the  marriage,  or  had  the  consent  of 
the  parents  as  required  by  the  law  of  New 
York  in  such  case.  A  contrary  result,  how- 
ever, was  reached  by  Wheeler,  J.,  of  the 
same  court,  in  Mitchell  v.  Mitchell,  63  Misc. 
580,  117  X.  Y.  Supp.  671,  on  a  very  similar 
state  of  facts,  both  of  the  parties  being 
domiciled  in  New  York,  and  the  party  in 
whose  behalf  the  annulment  was  sousrht 
being  under  the  age  of  eighteen  at  the  time 
of  the  marriage,  which  took  place  at  Fort 
Erie,  Canada.  While  it  does  not  appear  in 
this  case,  as  it  did  in  the  Donohue  Case, 
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APPEAL  by   plaintiff   from   a   judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  King  Coun- 
ty in  defendant's    favor    in  an  action  brought 
to  obtain  a  divorce.     Reversed. 
The  f.tcts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Mr.  P.  P.  Carroll  for  appellant. 

Rndktn,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  deny- 
ing a  divorce  to  the  appellant  and  dismiss- 
ing her  action.  The  case  is  brought  here 
on  the  findings  of  fact,  conclusions  of  law, 
and  decree.  The  only  findings  we  deem  it 
necessary  to  set  forth  or  consider  are  the 
following:  "That  plaintiff  and  defendant 
were  married  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia, 
May  2,  a.  d.  1005,  and  ever  since  have  been 
and  now  are  husband  and  wife.     That  at 


the  time  of  said  marriage  tbe  parties  here- 
to were  domiciled  in  the  city  of  Seattle, 
county  of  King,  state  of  Washington,  and 
that  to  avoid  the  law  of  this  state  prohibit- 
ing said  marriage  they  went  to  Victoria, 
British  Columbia,  and  were  married  there, 
immediately  returning  to  the  said  city  of 
Seattle,  where  they  have  ever  since  made 
their  domicil.  That  plaintiff  and  defendant 
are  first  cousins  of  the  whole  blood,  the 
mother  of  plaintiff  and  the  mother  of  de- 
fendant being  sisters  of  the  whole  blood." 
There  was  no  appearance  by  the  defendant 
in  the  court  below,  and  no  brief  has  been 
filed  in  this  court  by  him  or  in  his  behalf, 
but  from  such  investigation  as  we  have  been 
able  to  give  the  subject  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
know  upon  what  ground  or  for  what  reason 
the  divorce  was  denied.     Section  4468,  Bal- 


that  the  parties  cohabited  in  Ontario,  that 
point  was  apparently  immaterial.  The  de- 
cision is  upon  the  assumption  that  the  mar- 
riage was  valid  under  the  laws  of  Canada, 
and  that  it  was  also  valid  under  the  laws 
of  New  York,  subject,  however,'  to  be  an- 
nulled in  a  proper  action  brought  for  that 
purpose  under  the  provisions  of  the  New 
York  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.  Tlie  court 
emphasizes  the  fact  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Code  do  not  render  the  marriage  in- 
valid, but  merely  afford  a  means  of  avoid- 
ing it,  and  says  in  this  connection:  -"It  is 
true  the  marriage  contract  between  the  par- 
ties was  entered  into  within  the  Dominion 
of  Canada;  but  the  parties  were  residents 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  when  they 
married  they  contemplated  an  immediate 
return  to  this  state.  The  relation  estab- 
lished by  the  marriage  was  not  to  be  sus- 
tained in  Canada,  but  in  New  York."  The 
cases  of  Van  Voorhis  v.  Brintnall,  86  N.  Y. 
18,  40  Am.  Rep.  505,  and  Thorp  v.  Thorp, 
90  N.  Y.  605,  43  Am.  Rep.  180,  applying 
the  doctrine  that  a  marriage  valid  where 
celebrated  is  valid  everywhere,  by  uphold- 
ing a  marriage  celebrated  out  of  the  state 
between  persona  domiciled  in  New  York, 
notwithstanding  that  they  went  out  of  the 
state  to  celebrate  the  marriage  in  order 
to  avoid  the  prohibition  of  the  New  York 
statute  against  the  remarriage  of  divorceil 
parties, — were  distinguished  on  the  ground 
that  the  statute  there  in  question  related 
to  the  validity  of  the  remarriage  of  the  di- 
vorced person,  and,  being  penal,  had  no 
operation  out  of  the  state,  and  did  not,  like 
the  provisions  of  the  Code  under  considera- 
tion, merely  purport  to  annul  a  marriage. 

The  principle  that  the  validity  of  a  mar- 
riage is  to  be  determined  by  the  law  of  the 
place  where  it  is  celebrated  was  applied  in 
OllBchlager  v.  Widmer  (Or.)  ]05  Pac.  717, 
to  the  question  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  li- 
cense as  a  condition  of  a  valid  marriage, 
neither  of  the  parties  being  domiciled  in 
that  state  where  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed. 

The  same  principle  was  ap|ilied  in  Reif- 
schneider  v.  Reifschneider,  241  111.  92,  89 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


N.  E.  265,  by  testing  the  validity  of  a  mar- 
riage between  persons  domiciled  in  Illinois, 
by  the  law  of  Indiana,  where  it  took  place, 
it  appearing  that  the  parties  had  the  mar- 
riage performed  in  Indiana  rather  than  in 
Illinois  in  order  to  keep  it  a  secret,  and 
for  no  other  purpose.  Some  of  the  ques- 
tions involved  related  to  the  formalities  of 
the  marriage,  but  it  was  also  argued  that 
the  marriage  was  invalid  because  the  con- 
tracting parties  went  to  Indiana  to  avoid 
the  Illinois  law,  which  required  them  to 
have  the  consent  of  their  parents,  one  of 
them  being  a  little  less  than  and  the  other 
a  little  more  than  nineteen  years  of  age. 
But  the  court  said  that  the  proof  indicated 
that  the  parties  had  the  marriage  per- 
formed in  Indiana  in  order  to  keep  it  a 
secret,  and  for  no  other  reason ;  and  further 
its  attention  had  not  been  called  to  any 
provision  of  the  Indiana  law  rendering  the 
marriage  ceremony  void  for  any  such  rea- 
son, and  it  was  aware  of  no  provision  in 
the  Illinois  statute  to  that  effect. 

In  Jordan  v.  ^lissouri  &  K.  Teleph.  Co. 
136  Mo.  App.  192,  116  S.  W.  432,  the  court 
said  that  the  argument  that  a  man  and 
wife  had  contracteil  a  common-law  mar- 
riage in  New  York  state  by  living  together 
as  man  and  wife  for  several  months  was 
rendered  of  no  avail  by  the  showing  made 
by  plaintiff  that,  under  the  laws  of  New 
York,  there  cannot  be  a  common-law  mar- 
riage there.  It  was  also  held  in  this  case 
that  a  marriage  celebrated  in  New  Jersey 
between  persons  domiciled  in  New  York 
was  invalid,  it  api)earing  that  the  woman 
had  previously  obtained  an  interlocutory 
decree  of  annulment  from  a  former  mar- 
riage, on  account  of  fraud  of  the  other 
party,  but  that  such  interlocutory  decree 
was  not  made  final  until  after  the  New 
Jersey  marriage.  The  court  did  not  ex- 
pressly refer  its  decision  on  this  point  to 
the  law  of  any  particular  state.  Obviously, 
however,  upon  this  state  of  facts  the  mar- 
riage would  be  invalid  whether  tested  by 
the  law  of  New  Jersey,  New  York,  or  Mis- 
souri. 
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lingert  Anno.  Codes  &  Statutes  (Pierce's 
Code,  §  1791),  declares  that  "marriages  in 
the  following  cases  are  prohibited:  .  .  . 
(2)  When  the  parties  thereto  are  nearer 
ot  kin  to  each  other  than  second  cousins, 
whether  of  the  whole  or  half  blood,  com- 
puting by  the  rules  of  the  civil  law;  (3) 
.  .  .  and  if  any  person  being  within  the 
degrees  of  consanguinity  or  affinity  in  which 
marriages  are  prohibited  by  this  section 
carnally  know  each  other,  they  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  incest,  and  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  imprisonment  in  the  state  peni- 
tentiary for  a  term  not  exceeding  ten  years 
and  not  less  than  one  year."  "A  marriage 
between  relations  within  the  prohibited  de- 
grees is  void,  its  continuance  is  repugnant 
to  good  morals  and  public  policy,  and  it 
will  be  annulled  at  the  instance  of  either 
party,  notwithstanding  the  applicant  en- 
tered into  it  knowingly  and  wilfully."  26 
Cyc.  Law  A  Proo.  p.  907. 

In  considering  the  validity  of  a  marriage 
contracted  in  violation  of  a  similar  statu- 
tory prohibition,  in  Re  Wilbur,  8  Wash. 
35,  40  Am.  St.  Rep.  886,  35  Pac.  407,  this 
court  said:  "The  general  rule  is  that  the 
lex  loci  contractus  is  controlling  in  ad- 
judications involving  the  validity  of  mar- 
riages, .  .  .  though  this  doctrine  has 
an  important  exception,  which  is  involved 
in  the  case  before  us.  Appellant  claims 
that  inasmuch  as  at  the  time  of  the  alleged 
marriage  there  was  in  this  territory  a  stat- 
ute prohibiting  a  marriage  between  a  white 
person  and  an  Indian  (Acta  1866,  p.  81), 
even  considering  the  reservation  as  a  for- 
eign jurisdiction,  the  marriage  was  void, 
because  Wilbur  thereby  committed  a  fratid 
upon  the  law  of  his  domicil,  which  was  the 
territory.  Where  a  marriage  is  prohibited 
either  by  the  statute,  or  by  those  rules  of 
morality  and  decency  which  make  it  against 
the  natural  law  of  civilized  nation's  for  two 
persons  to  marry,  as  incestuous  or  polyga- 
mous marriages,  it  is  in  vain  for  them  to  go 
beyond  their  domicil  to  engage  in  a  contract 
of  marriage  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
the  prohibition.  Their  contract  will  be  held 
void  upon  their  return."  See  also  State  v. 
Fenn,  47  Wash.  561,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  800, 
9*2  Pac.  417.  Marriages  between  parties  so 
nearly  related  are  prohibited  in  nearly  all 
civilized  countries,  and,  if  argument  in  sup- 
port of  such  a  policy  is  needed,  the  fact 
that  the  only  offspring  of  this  marriage  is 
deaf  and  dumb  supplies  it. 

The  marriage  being  void,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  trial  court  to  declare  it  so,  and  the 
judgment  is  reversed,  with  directions  to  an- 
26  L.R^.(N.8.) 


nul  the  marriage,  and  for  further  proceed- 
ings not  inconsistent  with  this  opinion. 

Dunbar,    Crow,   Mount,    and   Parker, 

JJ.,  concur. 


OAIilFORNIA  supreme:  COURT. 

JAMES  P.  FULKERSON  and  Wife,  Respts., 

V. 

THERESIA  STILES  et  al.,  Appta.       , 
(166  Cal.  703,  105  Pac.  066.) 

Evidence  —  intention  —  resulting    trust. 

1.  The  statutory  presumption  that  real 
estate  which  was  purchased  with  com- 
munity funds,  and  its  title  placed  in  the 
wife,  was  intended  as  a  gift  to  her,  may  be 
rebutted  by  the  husband's  evidence  that 
such  was  not  the  intention. 

Fraud  —  conveyance  —  Judgment  cred- 
itor as  purcliasrr. 

2.  An  existing  original  judgment  creditor 
of  a  married  woman  is  not  an  encum- 
brancer in  good  faith  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, within  the  meaning  of  a  statute 
rendering  conclusive,  in  favor  of  such  en- 
cumbrancer, the  presumption  that  real  es- 
tate title  to  which  is  vested  in  her  is  her 
separate  property. 

Real   property —talcing  title   in  wife's 
name  —  trust. 

3.  The  mere  placing  by  a  man  of  the 
title  to  real  estate  in  bis  wife's  name  does 
not  vest  the  property  in  her,  in  the  absence 
of  an  intention  to  make  her  a  gift  of  the 
property. 

Evidence  —  resnltlng  trust  —  Intention 
^liusband  and  wife. 

4.  Testimony  of  husband  and  wife  as  to 
the  intention  in  placing  the  title  to  real 
estate  in  her  name  is  competent  in  an  ac- 
tion to  quiet  the  husband's  title  against 
her  judgment  creditors. 

(December  9,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  Judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  Ventura 
County  in  plaintiffs'  favor  and  frqm  an  or- 
der denying  a  new  trial  in  an  action 
brought  to  quiet  title  to  certain  alleged  com- 
munity property.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  B.  T.  Williams  and  D.  G.  Bow- 
ker  for  appellants. 

Messrs.  Barnes  &  Selby,  Edward  M. 
Selby,  and  Clark  &  Farrand  for  respond- 
ents. 

Note.  —  As  to  right  of  one  to  testify  as 
to  his  intent,  see  note  to  Jarrell  v.  Young, 
S.  F.  Co.  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  367. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


182 


CALIFORNIA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Dec., 


Shaw,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  defendants  appeal  from  a  judgment 
and  from  an  order  denying  their  motion  for 
a  new  trial. 

The  complainant  purports  to  state  a  cauae 
of  action  in  favor  of  James  F.  FulUerson  to 
quiet  title  to  land  claimed  as  coniniunity 
property,  but  standing  in  the  name  of 
Fannie  L.  Fulkerson,  who  is  the  wife  of 
James.  A  general  demurrer  to  the  com- 
plaint was  ov«rruled,  and  this  ruling  is  as- 
signed as  error.  The  complaint  alleges  that 
James  F.  Fulkerson  is  the  owner  of  tlie 
land ;  that  it  was  purchased  by  him  in  Feb- 
ruary, 3907,  after  his  marriage  with  Fan- 
nie L.  Fulkerson,  that  it  was  paid  for 
with  community  funds;  that  the  title  there- 
to was  taken  in  the  name  of  his  wife,  but 
that  he  did  not  intend  thereby  to  make  a 
gift  thereof  to  his  wife,  and  did  not  in  fact 
make  such  gift;  and  that  the  title  was  so 
placed  "merely  for  the  purpose  of  pleasing 
his  wife."  It  appears  from  the  complaint 
that  the  defendants  held  judjrment  liens 
against  the  property  of  the  wife,  upon  one 
of  which  an  execution  had  been  issued, 
which,  at  the  time  tlie  action  was  begun, 
had  been  levied  upon  the  land  in  question. 
The  defendants  contend  that  the  facts  al- 
leged, as  above  stated,  show  that  the  land 
was  conveyed  to  the  wife  as  a  gift  from  the 
husband,  and  that  it  was  her  separate  prop- 
erty. We  do  not  think  there  is  any  ground 
for  this  contention.  It  is  explicitly  stated 
that  James  P.  Fulkerson  is  the  owner  of 
the  land.  Tlie  fact  that  it  was  acquired  aft- 
er marriage  with  community  funds  makes 
it  community  property,  the  ownership  of 
which  the  law  places  in  the  husband.  The 
allegation  that,  although  the  title  was  tak- 
en in  his  wife's  ilamc,  he  did  not  intend 
to  give  it  to  her,  is  an  allegation  of  fact, 
which  negatives  the  presumption  that  would 
otherwise  arise  under  §  104  of  tlio  Civil 
('ode,  that  it  was  her  separate  estate. 

Section  1C4,  aforesaid,  declares  that  when 
property  is  conveyed  to  a  married  woman 
by  an  instrument  in  writing,  it  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  vested  in  her  as  her  separate 
estate,  and  that  tliis  presumption  "is  con- 
clusive in  favor  of  a  purchaser  or  encum- 
brancer in  good  faith  and  for  a  valuable 
consideration."  It  is  claimed  that  the  com- 
plaint shows  that  the  defendants  are  en- 
cumbrancers in  good  faith  and  for  »  valu- 
able consideration,  and  hence  that  the  land 
is,  in  their  favor,  conclusively  presumed  to 
be  the  separate  property  of  Fannie  L.  Fulk- 
erson and  subject  to  their  judgment  liens 
against  her.  The  amended  complaint,  upon 
that  point,  alleges  that  the  defendants  re- 
covered judgments  in  the  superior  court  of 
the  oountv  acrainst  both  of  the  plaintiffs, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


which  judgments  stand  unsatisfied,  and 
which  would  constitute  liens  upon  their 
property  in  the  county  subject  to  execution, 
and  that  an  execution  upon  one  of  the  judg- 
ments had  been  levied  upon  this  land,  that 
tlie  land  had  been  advertised  for  sale  there- 
on, and  that  shortly  after  the  action  was 
begun,  it  had  been  sold  on  said  execution  to 
one  of  the  judgment  plaintiffs,  but  that  be- 
fore said  sale  said  purchaser  was  given  ac- 
tual notice  that  the  land  was  not  the  sep- 
arate property  of  Fannie  L.  Fulkerson,  but 
was  the  community  property  of  plaintiffs. 
It  was  further  stated  that  James  F.  Fulker- 
son, in  the  meantime,  had  been  adjudged  a 
bankrupt,  and  that  he  had  been  discharged 
from  these  debts  by  the  United  States  court 
in  bankruptcy.  This  discharge  disposed  of 
the  judgments,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned. 
A  judgment  plaintiff  has  a  mere  general 
lien  upon  the  real  property  of  the  judgment 
defendant.  Such  lien  is  an  encumbrance, 
but  the  original  judgment  plaintiff  is  not 
ordinarily  an  encumbrancer  for  a  valuable 
consideration;  Whether  or  not  one  who 
purchases  such  judgment  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, or  one  who  has  purchased  the 
debt  for  a  valuable  consideration  and  then 
recovers  judgment  upon  it,  would  be  an 
encumbrancer  in  good  faith  and  for  a  valu- 
able consideration  and  as  such  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  the  conclusive  presump- 
tion prescribed  by  §  164,  would  be  an  in- 
teresting question,  if  it  arose.  But  there 
is  nothing  here  to  show  anything  more  than 
that  the  defendants  were  merely  general 
creditors  who  had  recovered  judgments  up- 
on debts  originally  accruing  to  them.  Their 
judgments  were  rendered  before  the  land 
was  purchased  and  before  the  deed  to  Fan- 
nie h.  Fulkerson  was  made.  It  is  obvious, 
therefore,  that  they  did  not  part  with  any- 
thing of  value  upon  the  faith  of  the  convey- 
ance to  her.  The  phrase  "encumbrancers  in 
good  faith  and  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion," means  persons  who  have  taken  or 
purchased  a  lien,  or  perhaps  merely  the 
means  of  obtaining  one,  and  who  have  part- 
ed with  something  of  value  in  consideration 
thereof.  The  payment  of  the  money,  or  the 
parting  with  something  of  value,  is  essen- 
tial. Davis  v.  Ward,  109  Cal.  191,  50  Am. 
St.  Rep.  29,  41  Pac.  1010;  Wilhoit  v.  Lyons, 
98  Cal.  413,  33  Pac.  325;  Eversdon  v.  May- 
hew,  65  Cal.  167,  3  Pac.  641;  Kenniff  v. 
Caulfield,  140  Cal.  45,  73  Pac.  803;  Califor- 
nia Cured  Fruit  Asso.  v.  Stclling,  141  Cal. 
719,  75  Pac.  320.  A  pre-existing  debt  is  so 
far  a  valuable  consideration  that  one  who 
releases  it,  or  parts  with  title  to  it,  is,  in  this 
state,  deemed  to  have  parted  with  value, 
and  to  have  given  a  valuable  consideration, 
so  as  to  be  entitled  to  protection  as  a  pur- 
chaser  in   good   faith.     But   the   cases   ao 
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holding  do  not  aid  the  defendants.  Tliejr 
did  not  release  or  transfer  their  debts,  nor 
acquire  tliem  from  third  persons.  The  re- 
covery of  judgment  thereon  did  not  preju- 
dice them,  and  did  not  give  them  the  status 
of  bona  fide  purchasers  or  encumbrancers 
within   the   meaning  of  this  law. 

Appellants  claim  that  the  evidence  does 
not  support  the  finding  that  the  land  was 
not  conveyed  to  the  wife  as  a  gift.  The  hus- 
band and  wife  each  testified  that  there  was 
no  intention  or  purpose  to  make  a  gift  to 
her,  or  to  make  the  property  her  separate 
estate.  The  wife  testified  that  she  did  not 
understand  that  the  property  was  to  be  hers. 
There  is  no  evidence  to  the  contrary.  With- 
out such  intention  to  make  a  gift,  the  mere 
conveyance  to  her  would  not  invest  it  with 
that  character.  Fanning  v.  Green  (Cal.)  104 
Pac.  308.  There  are  some  rulings  which  are 
assigned  aa  error  upon  the  admission  of  this 
testimony  and  other  testimony  of  like  char- 
acter. We  think  that  the  testimony  of  the 
plaintiffs  as  to  their  intention  with  respect 
to  the  conveyance  to  the  wife  was  compe- 
tent testimony.  We  find  no  error  in  the 
record. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  aflirmed. 

We  concur:    AnKellottl,  J.;  Slosa,  J. 


C.*WPORNIA  SCPRKME  COURT. 

WILLIAM  L.  JUDSON,  Respt., 
▼. 
LOR   ANGELES   SUBURBAN   GAS    COM- 
PANY et  al..  Impleaded,  etc.,  Appts. 

(—  Cal.  — ,  106  Pac.  581.) 

Xuinancc  ^  contrlbnting    cause  —  de- 
fense. 

1.  One  operating  his  manufacturing  plant 
in  such  a  way  as  to  constitute  a  nuisance 
to  neighboring  property  owners  cannot  es- 
cape liability  therefor  because  railroads  and 
wooden  bridges  in  the  neighborhood  may 
also  be  source  of  possible  discomfort  to  him. 
Same  — gas    plant'— operation. 

2.  The  operation  of  a  gas  manufacturing 
plant  in  such  manner  that  the  smoke,  odor, 
and  noise  produced  by  it,  interfere  with  the 
comfortable  enjoyment  of  the  neighboring 
property,  the  smoke  being  such  as  to  ob- 
scure the  landscape  for  considerable  periods 
of  time,  and  the  noise  being  like  the 
rumbling  of  a  train  with  explosions  like 
gun  shots,  constitutes  a  nuisnnoe,  although 
there  ia  nothing  to  show  that  the  value  of 
the  property  is  depreciated,  the  rental  value 
impaired,  or  the  health  of  the  occupants  in- 

Sotc.  —  Aft  to  gas   plant  as   a  nuisance, 
see   case   note   to   McGill    v.    Pintsch    Com- 
pressing Co.  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)    466. 
£6  L.RJl.(N.S.) 


jured,  and  although  the  discomfort  caused 

is  not  constant. 

Damages  —  nuisance  —  proof. 

3.  An  award  of  damages  for  conducting  a 
manufacturing  plant  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance 
to  neighboring  property,  in  causing  dis- 
comfort or  annoyance  in  its  use,  is  not  pre- 
vented by  the  fact  that  plaintiff  does  not 
show  injury  to  his  dwelling,  hotise  or  her- 
bage, nor  to  the  vendible  or  rental  value  of 
the  property. 

Nuisance  — gas  factory. 

4.  A  gas  factory  does  not  constitute  a 
nuisance  per  se. 

Same  —  manufacturing    plant  —  ordi- 
nary nse. 

5.  One  conducting  a  lawful  business  un- 
der municii>al  permission,  and  under  pub- 
lic obligation  to  furnish  a  commodity,  is 
not  relieved  from  the  obligation  to  use  hi* 
property  so  as  not  to  injure  his  neighbor, 
and  this  obligation  is  not  necessarily  met 
by  the  adoption  of  the  most  approved  ap- 
pliances and  methods  of  production. 
Injunction  —  decree  —  excessive  relief. 

0.  An  injunction  restraining  the  owner 
of  a  gas  plant  from  conducting  and  operat- 
ing it  in  such  manner  aa  to  cause  or  per- 
mit smoke,  gas,  or  offensive  smells  or 
fumes,  to  be  emitted  therefrom,  or  be  pre- 
cipitated .therefrom  upon  the  property  of 
the  complaining  party,  is  not  too  broad, 
where  its  owner  concedes  that  it  cannot  be 
operated  without  producing  conditions  con- 
stituting a  nuisance. 

(January  4,   1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  Los  Angeles  Sul>- 
urban  Uas  Company  et  al,  from  a  judg- 
ment of  the  Superior  Court  for  Los  Angeles 
County  in  plaintiff's  favor  and  from  an  or- 
der denying  a  new  trial  in  an  action  for 
damages  and  an  injunction  against  the  use 
of  a  gas  manufacturing  plant  as  a  nuisance 
to  neighborhood  property.     Affirmed. 

Tlie  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  J^orter,  Sutton,  &  Crulck- 
Hliank,  for  appellant: 

The  gas  works  are  suitably  located. 

Re  Smith,  143  Cal.  368,  77  Pac.  180. 

In  ascertaining  whether  the  property  of 
one  complaining  is  in  fact  injured,  or  his 
comfort  and  convenience  materially  inter- 
fered with,  by  an  alleged  nuisance,  the  char- 
acter of  the  neighborhood  and  the  pre-exist- 
ing circumstances  are  entitled  to  considera- 
tion.* 

16  Am.  t  Eng.  Enc.  Law.  p.  934. 

The  damage  in  question  resulted  from  a 
cause  entirely  beyond  defendants'  control, 
and  without  any  carelessness  or  negligence 
on  their  part  whatever,  and  under  the  more 
recent  and  better  line  of  authorities,  they 
are  not  responsible. 

Kleebauer  v.  Western  Fuse  &  Explosives 
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CALIFORNIA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Jan., 


Co.  138  Cal.  602,  60  L.R.A.  377,  94  Am.  St. 
Rep.  62,  71  Pac.  617. 

The  annoyances  suffered  by  plaintiff  have 
been  so  trifling  in  character  and  so  rare  in 
occurrence  that  they  do  not  entitle  him  to 
an  injunction  or  to  any  damages. 

Price  V.  Grantz,  118  Pa.  402,  4  Am.  St. 
Rep.  604,  11  Atl.  704;  Euler  v.  Sullivan,  75 
Md.  616,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  422,  23  Atl.  845; 
Robb  V.  Cam^ie  Bros.  145  Pa.  324,  14 
L.R.A.  329,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  696,  22  Atl. 
649;  16  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  929; 
Louisville  Sc  N.  Terminal  Co.  v.  Lcllyett, 
114  Tenn.  368,  1  L.R.A.{N.S.)  90,  85  S.  W. 
881;  Atchison,  T.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v.  Arm- 
strong, 71  Kan.  366,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  129, 
114  Am.  St.  Rep.  474,  80  Pac.  978. 

The  measure  of  damages  is  the  difference 
in  the  rental  value  of  the  property  free 
from  and  subject  to  the  nuisance. 

21  Am.  &,  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  727; 
Shively  v.  Cedar  Rapids,  I.  F.  A  N.  W.  R. 
Co.  74  Iowa,  169,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  471,  37  N. 
W.  133;  Jackson  v.  Kiel,  13  Colo.  378,  6 
L.R.A.  254,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  207,  22  Pac. 
604;  Loughran  v.  Des  Moines,  72  Iowa,  382, 
34  N.  W.  172;  Francis  v.  Schoellkopf,  53  N. 
Y.  352;  Chipman  v.  Palmer,  9  Hun,  517; 
Eufaula  v.  Simmons,  86  Ala.  515,  6  So.  47; 
Farley  v.  Gate  City  Gaslight  Co.  105  Ga. 
323,  31  S.  E.  193;  O'Connor  v.  St.  Louis 
K.  C.  &  N.  R.  Co.  56  Iowa,  735,  10  N.  W. 
263;  Pinney  v.  Berry,  61  Mo.  359;-  Wiel  v. 
Stewart,  19  Hun,  272;  Beir  v.  Cooke,  37 
Hun,  38 ;  Michel  v.  Monroe  County,  39  Hun, 
47 ;  Robinson  v.  Smith,  25  N.  Y.  S.  R.  647, 
7  N.  Y.  Supp.  38;  Gomminge  v.  Stevenson, 
76  Tex.  642,  13  S.  W.  556. 

The  injunction  is  too  broad. 

MeMenomy  v.  Baud,  87  Cal.  134,  26  Pac. 
795. 

Messrs.  Emmet  H.  Wilson  and  B.  H. 
Bonnell,  for  respondent: 

Ko  place  is  suitable  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  gas  works  if  it  is  a  nuisance  to  those 
who  reside  near  thereto. 

Susquehanna  Fertilizer  Co.  v.  Malone,  73 
Md.  268,  9  L.R.A.  737,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  696, 
20  Atl.  900;  Euler  v.  Sullivan,  76  Md.  616, 
32  Am.  St.  Rep.  422,  23  Atl.  845;  Robinson 
V.  Baugh,  31  Mich.  290;  Seacord  v.  People, 
121  111.  635,  13  N.  E.  194;  St.  Helen's 
Smelting  Co.  v.  Tipping,  11  H.  L.  Cas.  642, 

25  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  144. 

The  existence  of  other  nuisances  in  the 
neighborhood   will  not  bar  a  recovery. 

Euler  v.  Sullivan,  supra;  Seacord  v.  Peo- 
ple, 121  111.  634,  13  N.  E.  194;  Ducktown 
Sulphur,  Copper  &  I.  Co.  v.  Barnes  (Tenn.) 
60  S.  W.  593;  Robinson  v.  Baugh,  supra; 
Woodyear  v.  Schaefer,  57  Md.  9,  40  Am. 
Rep.  419 ;  R.  V.  Neil,  2  Car.  &  P.  483 ;  Den- 
nis V.  State,  91  Ind.  293;  Burlington  v. 
Stockwell,  5  Kan.  App.  676,  47  Pac.  988; 

26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Hurlbut  V.  McKone,  55  Conn.  43,  3  Am.  St. 
Rep.  17,  10  Atl.  164;  Meigs  v.  Lister,  23  N. 
J.  Eq.  206;  Douglass  v.  State,  4  Wis.  390. 

A  use  of  property  which  materially  Inter- 
feres with  the  physical  comfort  of  those  who 
live  in  the  neighborhood,  or  which  seriously 
impairs  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  their 
homes,  is  a  nuisance,  even  though  it  does 
not  injure  their  health. 

SUte  V.  Luce,  9  Houst.  (Del.)  396,  32  Atl. 
1076;  State  v.  Wetherall,  5  Harr.  (Del.) 
487 ;  Coker  v.  Birge,  9  Ga.  425,  54  Am.  Dec. 
347;  Haag  V.  Vanderburgh  County,  60  Ind. 
511,  28  Am.  Rep.  654;  Lippman  v.  South 
Bend,  84  Ind.  276;  Ashbrook  v.  Com.  1 
Bush,  130,  89  Am.  Dec.  616;  Barnes  v.  Hat- 
horn,  54  Me.  124;  Eames  v.  New  England 
Worsted  Co.  11  Met.  570;  Red  Wing  v.  Gup- 
til,  72  Minn.  259,  41  L.R.A.  321,  71  Am.  St. 
Rep.  486,  75  N.  W.  234 ;  Davidson  v.  Isham, 
9  N.  J.  Eq.  186;  Ross  v.  Butler,  19  N.  J. 
Eq.  294,  97  Am.  Dec.  654;  Cleveland  v. 
Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.  20  N.  J.  Eq.  201; 
Meigs  V.  Lister,  23  N.  J.  Eq.  199;  Bohan  v. 
Port  Jervis  Gaslight  Co.  122  N.  Y.  18,  9 
L.R.A.  711,  26  N.  E.  246;  State  v.  Wood- 
bury, 67  Vt.  602,  32  Atl.  495;  Berger  v. 
Minneapolis  Gaslight  Co.  60  Minn.  296,  62 
N.  W.  336;  Hayden  v.  Tucker,  37  Mo.  214; 
Ducktown  Sulphur,  Copper  k  I.  Co.  v. 
Barnes,  and  R.  v.  Neil,  supra;  R.  v.  White, 
1  Burr.  337;  Bamford  v.  Tumley,  3  Best  i, 
S.  81 ;  Baltimore  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Fifth  Bap- 
tist Church,  108  U.  S.  317,  27  L.  ed.  739,  2 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  719. 

The  mere  fact  that  the  nuisance  is  not 
continuous,  but  the  injury  is  occasional 
only,  is  no  defense. 

Meigs  V.  Lister  and  Ross  v.  Butler,  supra; 
Campbell  v.  Seaman,  63  N.  Y.  668,  20  Am. 
Rep.  567;  Mulligan  v.  Eliaa,  12  Abb.  Pr.  N. 
S.  269;  Evans  v.  Reading  Chemical  Ferti- 
lizing Co.  160  Pa.  209,  28  Atl.  702;  Clowes 
v.  Staffordshire  Potteries  Waterworks  Co. 
L.  R.  8  Ch.  125. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  prove  damages  in 
a  specific  sum. 

Tuebner  v.  California  Street  R.  Co.  68 
Cal.  176,  4  Pac.  1162;  Swift  v,  Broyles,  116 
Ga.  885,  68  L.R.A.  390,  42  S.  E.  277;  Gempp 
V.  Bassham,  60  111.  App.  84;  Chicago- Virden 
Coal  Co.  v.  Wilson,  67  111.  App.  443;  Van- 
Fossen  v.  Clark,  113  Iowa,  86,  52  L.R.A 
279,  84  N.  W.  989;  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co. 
V.  Simpson,  17  Ky.  L.  Rep.  989,  33  S.  W. 
395;  Berlin  v.  Thompson,  61  Mo.  App.  234; 
Whitmore  v.  Bischoff,  6  Hun,  176;  Harsh 
v.  Butler,  Wright  (Ohio)  99;  Gavigan  v. 
Atlantic  Ref.  Co.  186  Pa,  604,  40  Atl.  834;: 
Hockaday  v.  Wortham,  22  Tex.  Civ.  App- 
419,  64  S.  W.  1094;  Cleveland,  C.  O.  A  St. 
L.  R.  Co.  T.  Pattison,  67  111.  App.  353;; 
Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Grabill,  60  111.  246; 
Baltimore   &   P.    B.   Co.   t.   Fifth   Baptist- 
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Church,  lupra;  Davis  v.  East  Tennessee,  V. 
&  6.  R.  Co.  87  (ia.  G12,  13  S.  E.  567;  Ran- 
doK  T.  BIoomAeld,  77  Iowa,  62,  U  Am.  St. 
Rep.  268,  41  N.  W.  562. 

Plaintiff  may  recover  for  any  annoyance 
or  discomfort  occasioned  by  the  air  in  and 
about  his  dwelling  house  being  permeated 
with  noisome  gases  and  ofiTensive  odors  dis- 
charged from  defendants'  plant. 

Baltimore  ft  P.  R.  Co.  t.  Fifth  Baptist 
Church,  supra;  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Grabill, 
SO  III.  241;  Wesson  t.  Washburn  Iron  Co. 
13  Allen,  95,  90  Am.  Dec.  181;  Emery  t. 
Lowell,  109  Mass.  197;  Fierce  ▼.  Wagner, 
29  Minn.  355,  13  N.  W.  170;  N.  K.  Fair- 
bank  Co.  V.  Nicolai,  167  III.  242,  47  N.  E. 
360;  Uempp  v.  Bassham,  supra;  Cleveland, 
r.  C.  i.  St.  L.  R.  Co.  V.  Pattison,  67  111.  App. 
351;  Chicago-Virden  Coal  Co.  v.  Wilson, 
rupiu;  Adams  Hotel  Co.  v.  Cobb,  3  Ind. 
Terr.  50,  53  S.  W.  478;  Ferguson  v.  Fir- 
menich  Mfg.  Co.  77  Iowa,  576,  14  Am.  St. 
Rep.  319,  42  N.  W.  448;  Randolf  v.  Bloom- 
field,  77  Iowa,  60,  14  Am.  St.  Rep.  268,  41 
X.  W.  502;  Churchill  v.  Burlington  Water 
Co.  94  Iowa,  89,  62  N.  W.  646;  Berger  v. 
Minneapolis  Gaslight  Co.  supra;  Jarvis  v. 
St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  26  Mo.  App. 
253;  Brown  v.  Chicago  &.  A.  R.  Co.  80  Mo. 
4.i7;  Loughran  v.  Des  Moines,  72  Iowa,  385, 
34  N.  W.  172;  Swift  v.  Broyles,  115  Ga.  887, 
is  LR.A.  390,  42  S.  E.  277;  Graessle  v. 
Carpenter,  70  Iowa,  166,  30  N.  W.  392. 

It  is  no  excuse  to  say  that  the  business 
is  lawful,  and  necessary  to  the  public. 

Gavigan  ▼.  Atlantic  Ref.  Co.  186  Pa.  612, 
40  Atl.  834;  E\  ans  t.  Reading  Chemical  Fer- 
tilizing Co.  160  Pa.  200,  28  Atl.  702 ;  Potts- 
town  Gas  Co.  V.  Murphy,  39  Pa.  257 ;  Tueb- 
ner  v.  California  Street  R.  Co.  66  Cal.  171, 
4  Pac  1162 ;  Snilivan  v.  Royer,  72  Cal.  248, 
1  Am.  St.  Rep.  61,  13  Pac.  655;  Whitney  v. 
Bartholomew,  21  Conn.  213;  Bishop  v. 
Banks,  33  Conn.  118,  87  Am.  Dec.  107; 
Parker  v.  Union  Woolen  Co.  42  Conn.  399 ; 
Kaspar  v.  Dawson,  71  Conn.  405,  42  Atl.  78; 
Rill  v.  McBumey  Oil  &  Fertilizer  Co.  112 
Ga.  788,  62  L.R.A.  398,  38  S.  E.  42;  Wahle 
r.  Reinbach,  76  III.  322;  Owen  v.  Phillips, 
7S  Ind.  284;  Ashbrook  v.  Com.  1  Bush,  139, 
89  Am.  Dec.  616;  Norcross  v.  Thorns,  51  Me. 
503,  81  Am.  Dec.  688 ;  Scott  v.  Bay,  3  Md. 
431;  Susquehanna  Fertilizer  Co.  v.  Malone, 
■npra;  Susquehanna  Fertilizer  Co.  v.  Spang- 
kr,  86  Md.  562,  63  Am.  St.  Rep.  533,  39 
Atl.  270;  Ross  V.  Butler  and  Cleveland  v. 
Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.  supra;  Atty.  Gen.  v. 
Steward,  20  N.  J.  Eq.  416;  Bohan  v.  Port 
•lerris  Gaslight  Co.  supra;  Fish  v.  Dodge, 
4  Denio,  311,  47  Am.  Dec.  254;  Dorsey  v. 
AUen,  85  N.  C.  368,  39  Am.  Rep.  704;  Craw- 
ford T.  Rambo,  44  Ohio  St.  279,  7  N.  E. 
429;  Demiis  ▼.  Eckhardt,  3  Grant,  Cas.  390; 
Wier's  Appeal,  74  Pa.  230;  Ducktown  Sul- 
»  LiU.tNJEL) 


phur.  Copper  &  I.  Co.  v.  Barnes,  supra; 
Curtis  V.  Winslow,  38  Vt.  690. 

Neither  is  it  excused  by  the  fact  that  it 
is  necessary  to  the  operation  of  the  business. 

Chicago  G.  W.  R.  Co.  v.  First  M.  E. 
Church,  50  L.R.A.  488,  42  C.  C.  A.  178,  102 
Fed.  85;  Shively  v.  Cedar  Rapids,  I.  F.  & 
N.  W.  R.  Co.  74  Iowa,  169,  7  Am.  St.  Rep. 
471,  37  N.  W.  133;  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  v. 
Thompson,  46  N.  J.  Eq.  870,  10  Atl.  622; 
Columbus  ft  H.  Coal  ft  I.  Co.  v.  Tucker,  48 
Ohio  St.  41,  12  L.R.A.  577,  29  Am.  St.  Rep. 
528,  26  N.  E.  630;  Ducktown  Sulphur,  Cop- 
per ft  I.  Co.  V.  Barnes,  supra. 

A  lawful  business,  and  one  useful  and 
necessary  to  the  public,  may  be  so  conducted 
as  to  produce  harm  or  injury  to  the  persons 
or  property  of  others,  and  in  such  cases  the 
proprietor  of  the  business  will  be  liable. 

Parker  v.  Union  Woolen  Co.  42  Conn. 
402;  Owen  v.  Phillips,  73  Ind.  288;  Wier's 
Appeal,  74  Pa.  241 ;  Curtis  v.  Winslow, 
supra;  Ashbrook  v.  Com.  1  Bush,  143,  89 
Am.  Dec.  616;  Norcross  v.  Thorns,  51  Me. 
504,  81  Am.  Dec.  588. 

Careful  management  of  the  business  will 
not  justify  the  creation  of  a  nuisance. 

Evans  v.  Reading  Chemical  Fertilizing  Co. 
160  Pa.  223,  28  Atl.  702;  Susquehanna  Fer- 
tilizer Co.  V.  Spangler,  supra;  Susquehanna 
Fertilizer  Ca  v.  Malone,  73  Md.  276,  9 
L.R.A.  737,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  595,  20  Atl. 
900;  Bohan  v.  Port  Jervis  Gaslight  Co.  122 
N.  Y.  24,  9  L.R.A.  711,  25  N.  E.  246;  Ber- 
ger V.  Minneapolis  Gaslight  Co.  60  Minik 
300,  62  N.  W.  336;  Cahill  v.  Eastman,  18 
Minn.  324,  Gil.  292,  10  Am.  Rep.  184;  Scott 
V.  Bay,  3  Md.  445;  Baltimore  ft  P.  R.  Co. 
V.  Fifth  Baptist  Church,  supra. 

The  injunction  is  not  too  broad. 

Cleveland  v.  Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.  20  N. 
J.  Eq.  208;  Evans  v.  Reading  Chemical  Fer- 
tilizing Co.  160  Pa.  209,  28  Atl.  702. 

Melvln,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

This  is  an  action  for  damages  caused  by 
an  alleged  nuisance,  and  for  its  abatement. 
The  action  was  dismissed  as  to  defendants 
T.  S.  C.  Lowe  and  Thaddeus  Lowe.  The 
California  Coke  ft  Gas  Company  answered 
the  complaint  herein,  denying  substantially 
all  of  its  allegations,  and  E.  E.  Crandall,  as 
receiver  of  the  Los  Angeles  Suburban  Gas 
Company,  intervened,  and  filed  his  apswer. 
He  does  not  appeal,  however.  Plaintiff  re- 
covered judgment  for  $750  damages,  and  de- 
fendants were  enjoined  from  maintaining 
the  nuisance.  This  appeal  is  from  the  judg- 
ment and  from  the  order  denying  a  motion 
for  a  new  trial. 

The  complaint  alleged  that  the  California 
Coke  ft  Gas  Company,  as  lessee  of  the  other 
corooration,  constantlv  managed,  conducted. 
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and  operated  certain  gas  -n-nrks  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  precipiate  about  and  above  the 
property  of  plaintiff  dense  smoke  and  nox- 
ious, offensive  gases.  It  was  also  all<>g«,l 
that  the  manufactory  was  so  operated  as  to 
produce  loud  and  disturbing  noises  and  roar- 
ing and  rumbling  sounds  which  reached  and 
penetrated  to  plaintiff's  house  and  studio, 
and,  together  with  the  smoke,  gases,  fumes, 
etc.,  disturbed  plaintiff  and  his  family,  mak- 
ing the  house  and  studio  places  "devoid  of 
quiet,  peace,  and  rest." 

Plaintiff's  property  is  located  upon  the 
bank  of  the  Arroyo  Seco,  in  the  city  o'f  Los 
Angeles.  Mr.  Judson  is  an  artist,  and,  at 
the  time  of  the  trial  and  for  a  long  time 
prior  thereto,  he  had  been  occupying  his 
studio  building  as  a  home,  letting  his  adja- 
cent dwelling  house  to  a  tenant.  The  gas 
works  are  about  900  feet  from  plaintiff's 
property,  across  the  Arroyo  in  a  south- 
westerly direction  from  his  residence  and 
studio.  There  is  no  proof  that  plaintiff's 
land  has  depreciated;  that  its  rental  value 
has  been  impaired;  nor  that  the  health  of 
Mr.  Judson  or  that  of  any  member  of  his 
family  has  been  injuriously  affected,  by  the 
operation  of  defendants'  gas  works.  He  did 
assert,  however,  that  the  smoke,  odor,  and 
noise  produced  by  the  manufacture  of  gas 
at  defendants'  works,  interfered  with  his 
comfortable  enjoyment  of  his  property.  The 
testimony  adduced  before  the  chancellor  was 
of  a  conflicting  character,  and  while,  of 
course,  we  cannot,  under  our  invariable  rule, 
pass  upon  its  weight,  we  must  consider  ap- 
pellants' contention  that  the  evidence  is  not 
sufticient  to  justify  any  judgment  whatever 
in  favor  of  respondent.  Mr.  Judson  testi- 
fied that  the  works  were  in  the  Arroyo  50 
or  00  feet  lower  than  his  property;  that 
nearly  every  day  since  the  erection  of  the 
gas  works,  at  night  as  well  as  during  the 
hours  of  daylight,  he  had  noticed  offensive 
odors;  and  that  the  annoyance  had  gradu- 
ally increased  all  the  time.  Speaking  of  the 
noises  he  testified:  .  "The  noises  that  I 
complain  of  consist  of  a  continuous  roaring 
sound  and  occasional  explosions.  The  roar- 
ing is  almost  continuous,  and  the  explosions 
are  frequent.  The  roaring  sounded  like  the 
rumbling  of  a  train,  and  the  explosions 
sometimes  like  a  shot  out  of  a  jiistol,  some- 
times like  a  shotgim,  sometimes  like  an 
explosion  of  dynamite,  and  again  as  though 
it  were  a  large  mass  of  gas,  that  made  a 
much  heavier  explosion,  but  not  so  sharp. 
I  heard  these  explosions  sometimes  frequent- 
ly, and  sometimes  there  would  be  quite  a 
period  when  it  did  not  occur.  These  noises 
disturbed  my  sleep  at  night.  The  members 
of  my  family  were  also  disturbed  by  these 
noises."  He  further  said:  "The  smoke  dis- 
turbed me  whenever  the  wind  carried  it 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


our  way.  The  smoke  was  black  and  white 
and  yellow.  We  noticed  it  very  stion  after 
the  gas  works  were  built,  and,  during  the 
period  of  a  year  and  a  half  prior  to  last 
.January,  it  was  occasionally  so  thick  as  to 
obscure  the  landscajje.  These  periods  when 
it  obscured  the  landsKvpe  probably  lasted  for 
from  twenty  minutes  to  an  hour."  While 
unable  to  state  any  exact  amount  of  pe- 
cuniary damages,  Mr.  Judson  testified  that 
the  smoke,  odors,  and  noise  had  disturbed 
him  in  his  occupation  as  an  artist.  He  was 
corroborated  by  a  number  of  his  neighbors, 
some  residing  nearer  and  some  farther  from 
the  gas  works  than  he  did.  Their  testimony 
greatly  resembled  that  of  plaintiff,  except 
for  the  immaterial  variations  which  one  ex- 
pects in  accounts  given  by  different  people 
of  physical  conditions  and  happenings.  The 
smoke  was  described  as  being  of  a  "very 
penetrating  and  unpleasant"  odor,  and  as 
being  at  times  so  thick  that  "it  is  impos- 
sible to  see  across  the  rodd,"  or  as  sweeping 
over  the  Arroyo  "in  such  quantities  as  to 
strongly  suggest  a  London  fog."  The  noise 
was  described  variously  by  the  different  wit- 
nesses, but  all  agreed  that  at  times  annoy- 
ing explosions  occurred,  one  lady  likening 
the  sounds  to  a  Fourth  of  July  celebration. 
While  it  was  shown  on  behalf  of  the  de- 
fendants that  the  main  line  of  the  electric 
railroad  between  Jjos  Angeles  and  Pasadena 
passed  very  near  plaintiff's  studio;  that  the 
tracks  of  two  steam  railroads  were  within 
a  few  hundred  feet  of  his  property;  and  that 
between  the  gas  works  and  his  home  a 
wagon  road  crossed  the  Arroyo  on  a  wooden 
bridge, — we  cannot  say  that  the  sounds  in- 
evitably coming  from  such  sources  would  be 
as  annoying  as  those  produced  by  the  ex- 
plosions, clanking  of  machinery,  and  hiss- 
ing, produced,  according  to  the  testimony, 
by  the  operation  of  the  gas  works.  The  fact 
that  other  sources  of  iM>Bsible  discomfort  to 
plaintiff  existed  in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
property  is  no  defense  to  an  action  of  this 
kind.  Robinson  v.  Baugh,  31  Mich.  294. 
Nor  can  we  say  that  the  annoyance  suffered 
by  plaintiff  was  of  a  slight  character,  and 
not  such  as  justified  the  injunctive  relief 
granted  nor  the  damages  awarded.  Con- 
sidered as  a  whole,  we  think  the  evidence 
on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  amply  sufficient  to 
sustain  the  judgment.  In  order  that  a  judg- 
ment of  this  character  may  be  upheld,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  the  health  of  plaintiff  or 
of  members  of  his  household  should  have 
been  impaired.  It  is  sufficient  if  the  odor?, 
sounds,  and  smoke  were  offensive  to  the 
senses.  Meigs  v.  Lister,  23  N.  J.  Eq.  201; 
Coker  v.  Birge,  9  Ga.  428,  54  Am.  Dec.  347; 
Cleveland  v.  Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.  20  N.  J. 
K(].  206;  Bohan  v.  Port  Jervis  Gaslight  Co. 
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122  N.  T.  23,  9  L.R.A.  711,  25  N.  E.  240; 
liayden  v.  Tucker,  37  Mo.  221. 

Admittedly  the  discomfort  caused  respond- 
rnt  by  the  operation  of  the  gas  factory  was 
not  constant.  This  makes  no  difTerence.  It 
has  been  repeatedly,  and  we  think  most 
properly,  held  that,  where  a  nuisance  is  in- 
tcnnittent,  owing  to  periodical  cessation  of 
work,  variation  in  the  direction  of  the  wind, 
end  the  like,  nevertheless  injunction  will  lie. 
Ihe  learned  chancellor  observed  in  Ross  v. 
Bntler,  19  N.  J.  £q.  302,  97  Am.  De«.  654: 
"I  am  not  aware  of  any  authority  or  estab- 
li-hrd  principle  holding  that  a  clear,  un- 
mittakable  nuisance,  which  it  is  intended  to 
commit  periodically,  will  be  permitted  bc- 
nuse  it  does  not  exist  the  greater  portion 
of  the  time,  but  only  for  a  small  portion  of 
it.  This  court  will  not  determine  that  u 
family  shall  have  their  dwelling  house  made 
uncomfortable  to  live  in  for  twelve  hours 
onoe  in  two  weeks,  or  that  they  shall  pro- 
tect themselves  by  closing  the  house  tightly, 
and  remaining  indoors  for  that  time.  It  is 
•urely  no  justification  to  a  wron<rdoer  tliat 
hr  takes  away  only  one  twenty-eighth  of  his 
neiglibor's  property,  comfort,  or  life." 

The  fact  that  respondent  proved  no  dam- 
age to  the  dwelling  house  or  herbage  on  his 
land,  nor  to  the  rental  or  vendible  value  of 
the  property,  does  not  prevent  the  court 
from  awarding  damages.  In  the  very  nature 
of  things,  the  amount  of  detriment  sus- 
tained is  not  susceptible  of  exact  pecuniary 
romputation.  It  is  for  the  court  to  say 
what  sum  of  money  the  plaintiff  should  re- 
oeive  in  view  of  the  discomfort  or  annoyance 
to  which  he  has  been  subjected.  Wood, 
Xnisances,  $S  563,  866;  Tuebner  v.  Califor- 
nia Street  R.  Co.  6f.  Cal.  175,  4  Pac.  1162; 
Cavijpin  V.  .^tlantic  Ref.  Co.  186  Pa.  604, 
40  Atl.  834;  Berger  v.  Minneapolis  Gas- 
light fo.  60  Minn.  290,  62  N;  W.  336;  Hock- 
aJay  v.  Wortham,  22  Tex.  Civ.  App.  419, 
64  S.  W.  1094. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  hal>oas  corpus  pro- 
ceedings in  Re  Smith,  143  Cal.  368,  77  Pac. 
ISW).  which  conflicts  with  the  conclusion 
reached  by  us  in  the  case  at  bar.  This  court 
held  in  the  Smith  Case  tliat  an  ordinance 
pawed  by  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the 
crmnty  of  Los  Angeles,  prohibiting  the  erec- 
tion of  gas  plants  in  that  locality,  was  in- 
valid as  being  iinreasonablo.  A  gas  factory 
does  not  constitute  a  nuiHanee  per  ae.  'I'lie 
manufacture  in  or  near  a  great  city  of  gaa 
for  illuminating  and  heating  is  not  only 
li^timate,  but  is  ver.v  noees-sarj-  to  the  com- 
f<irt  of  the  people.  But  in  this,  as  in  any 
other  sort  of  lawful  business,  the  person 
conducting  it  is  subject  to  the  rule  sic  uicrr 
'so  ut  alifnum  non  Ja'ilas,  even  when  operat- 
ing under  municipal  permission  or  under 
public  obligation  to  furnish  a  commodity. 
28  L.RX(NJB.) 


Torre  Haute  Gas  Co.  v.  Tecl,  20  Ind.  331; 
Atty.  Gen.  v.  Gaslight  &  Coke  Co.  L.  R.  7 
Ch.  Div.  217;  Sullivan  v.  Royer,  72  Cal. 
248,  1  Am.  St.  Rep.  51,  13  Pac.  «o5.  Nor 
will  the  adoption  of  the  most  approved  ap- 
pliances and  methods  of  production  justify 
the  continuance  of  that  which,  in  spite  of 
them,  remains  a  nuisance.  K\-ans  v.  Read- 
ing Chemical  Fertilizing  Co.  100  Pa.  223, 
28  AtL  702;  Susquehanna  Fertilizer  Co.  v. 
Malone,  73  Md.  270,  9  L.R.A.  737,  25  Am. 
St.  Rep.  595,  20  Atl.  000 ;  Susquehanna  Fer- 
tilizer Co.  V.  Spangler,  86  Md.  502,  03  Am. 
St.  Rep.  533,  30  Atl.  270. 

The  judgment  in  this  case  enjoins  the  ap- 
pellant "from  conducting  and  operating  the 
gas  works  and  manufactory  ...  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  cause  or  permit  smoke, 
gases,  or  olTeiisive  smells  or  fumes,  to  be 
emitted  therefrom,  or  to  be  precipitated 
therefrom  ujmn  the  property  of  the  plain- 
tiff." Counsel  for  appellant  place  upon  this 
language  the  construction  that  it  absolutely 
enjoins  the  gas  companies  from  causing  or 
permitting  any  smoke  or  gases  to  be  emitted 
from  the  works,  regardless  of  its  reaching 
respondent's  pro|)erty  or  not.  We  think  this 
interpretation  of  the  injunction  is  not  justi- 
fied. The  appellants  are  enjoined  from 
maintaining  the  same  sort  of  nuisance  that 
had  caused  the  annoyance  to  plaintiff.  The 
injunction  would  perhaps  be  clearer  if  read 
with  the  first  "therefrom"  omitted,  but  we 
think  the  meaning  is  obvious.  While  the 
language  does  not  limit  the  production  of 
gases,  etc.,  to  such  as  would  be  inoffensive 
to  plaintiff,  it  is  clear  from  the  evidence  of 
appellants'  own  witnesses  that  the  plant  is 
operated  with  the  least  possible  amount  ot 
escaping  smoke,  fumes,  and  gases.  When  so 
operated,  it  has  been  a  nuisance  injuriously 
affecting  respondent.  Therefore  any  conduct 
of  the  processes  of  manufacture  for  which 
that  plant  is  equipped  would  but  repeat  the 
injury  and  annoj-ance  to  him.  Consequently 
the  injunction  is  not  too  broad,  as  it  might 
be  if  applied  to  some  factory  in  which  the 
injurious  effects  complained  of  might  be  pre- 
vented without  abating  the  operation  of  the 
works  entirely.  In  this  essential  particular, 
the  ease  at  bar  differs  from  McMenoniy  v. 
Uaud,  87  Cal.  134,  20  Pae.  795,  and  that 
csise  is  therefore  not  authority  for  the  prop- 
osition that  the  injunrtion  is  too  broad. 
Uere  it  is  concede<l  by  appellant  that  the 
works  cannot  be  operated  at  all  without  pro- 
ducing the  conditions  which  obtained  when 
plaintiff  commenced  his  action. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  aflirmed. 

We  concur:  Ijorlgan,  J.;  Sloss,  J.; 
Shaw,  J. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied,  February  3, 
1910. 
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COLORADO  SUPREME  COURT. 


Nov., 


COIiORADO  SUPRKME  COURT. 

ANNIE  L.  KILPATRICK,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

I.  I.  INMAN. 

(46  Colo.  514,  105  Pac.  1080.) 

Attachment  —  breach  of  contract  —  sale 
^refusal  to  pay  price. 

1.  A  contract  to  hire  a  livery  rig  for  a 
certain  number  of  days  is  not  within  the 
purview  of  a  statute  allowing  an  attach- 
ment when  the  debt  is  for  an  article  thp 
price  of  which  should  have  been  paid  at 
the  time  of  delivery,  which  the  debtor  re- 
fuses to  do. 

Same  —  breach   of  contract  —  failure   to 
take  rig. 

2.  Failure  to  take  according  to  contract 
a  livery  rig  which  had  been  engaged  for  a 
few  days  will  not  support  an  attachment 
on  the  theory  of  fraud,  since  it  is  a  mere 
breach  of  contract. 

Evidence  — Interpretation  of  contract. 

3.  Upon  the  question  whether  a  livery 
rig  wag  engaged  absolutely  or  the  customer 
otlered  to  take  it  if  satisfactory  uiK)n  in- 
spection, testimony  is  admissible  of  one 
for  whose  use  it  was  intended,  that  she  was 
old  and  ill,  and  required  the  easiest  kind 
of  a  vehicle. 

Damages  ^  breach  of  contract. 

4.  For  breach  of  contract  to  take  a  livery 
rig  for  a  certain  .number  of  days  the  eon- 
tract  price  is  not  the  proper  measure  of 
damages. 

(November   1,   1909.) 

I?  RROR  to  the  Routt  County  Court  to  re- 
J  view  a  judgment  affirming  a  judgment 
of  the  Justice's  Court  in  plaintiff's  favor 
in  an  action  brought  to  recover  damages  for 
alleged  breach  of  an  alleged  contract  to  hire 
a  livery  rig.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Hood  &  Mctiean,  for  plaintiff 
in  error: 

As  there  was  no  ground  for  any  attach- 
ment, the  attachment  should  have  been 
quashed. 

Cooley,  Torts,  474-480;  Adams  v.  Schif- 
fer,  11  Colo.  20,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  202,  17 
Pac.  21;  Farris  v.  Strong,  24  Colo.  110,  48 
Pac.  063 ;  Johnson  t.  Stockham,  80  Md.  358, 
43  Atl.  920. 

Where  the  testimony  of  the  parties  to 
an  action  upon  an  alleged  contract  of  em- 
ployment is  directly  contradictory,  evidence 
of  circumstances  existing  at  the  time  the 
contract  is  alleged  to  have  been  made,  which 
tend  to  show  that  the  making  of  the  agree- 
ment would  have  been  unreasonable  on  part 
of  defendant,  may  be  given  in  corroboration 
of  his  statement. 


Note.  —  For  future  promise  as  fraud,  see 
note  to  Cerny  v.  Paxton  &  G.  Co.  10  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)   640. 
26.L.R-A.(N.S.) 


Dexter  v.  Collins,  21  Colo.  455,  42  Pac. 
004;  Brown  v.  Tourtelotte,  24  Colo.  215,  50 
Pac.  195. 

HIII,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Tliis  action  was  brought  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  by  appeal  found  its  way 
to  the  county  court  of  Routt  county,  where 
a  trial  resulted  in  a  judgment  for  the  plain- 
tiff in  the  sum  of  $27.50,  and  cost,  and  an 
attachment  sustained.  Plaintiff  in  error, 
defendant  in  the  court  below,  brings  it  here 
upon  error. 

Numerous  errors  are  assigned,  but  we 
shall  consider  only  three,  as  their  determina- 
tion necessitates  a  reversal  of  the  judgment. 
Considering  the  evidence  most  favorable  to 
the  plaintiff  in  the  court  below,  it  would 
only  tend  to  show  that  the  defendant  (a 
resident  of  the  city  of  Denver)  while  at 
Steamboat  Springs,  contracted  over  the  tele- 
phone with  the  plaintiff,  a  liveryman  at 
Craig,  to  furnish  her  a  rig  and  driver  for 
five  days  at  $5.50  per  day,  to  take  her  and 
party  from  Craig  to  Rifle,  she  to  pay  all 
expenses  en  route;  that  on  account  of  this 
engagement  the  liveryman  hired  another 
horse,  had  him  shod,  kept  him  for  several 
days, -and  was  at  some  other  expense  in  fit- 
ting up  the  team ;  that  the  plaintiff  in  error 
failed  to  take  the  rig,  but,  for  reasons  of 
her  own,  secured  one  from  another  barn. 

Two  grounds  for  attachment  were  alleged 
in  plaintiff's  affidavit:  First,  "that  said 
debt  is  for  an  article  the  price  of  which 
should  have  been  paid  for  at  the  time  of  the 
delivery  thereof,  and  which  the  said  debtor 
refused  to  do;"  second,  "that  said  debtor 
fraudulently  contracted  said  debt  by  false 
pretenses."  Both  were  traversed  by  the  de- 
fendant. Neither  is  supported  by  any  evi- 
dence. First,  the  action  (if  any  exists)  waa 
for  damages  for  a  breach  of  contract,  and 
was  not  for  an  article  the  price  of  which 
should  have  been  paid  for  at  the  time  of 
the  delivery  thereof;  nothing  was  delivered; 
second,  there  was  no  fraud  shown.  A  fraud 
must  relate  to  facts  then  existing,  or  which 
previously  existed.  The  nonperformance  of 
a  promise  made  in  the  course  of  negotia- 
tions is  not  of  itself  a  fraud  or  the  evidence 
of  a  fraud.  Adams  v.  Schiffer,  11  Colo.  IS, 
7  Am.  St.  Rep.  202,  17  Pac.  21;  Farris  v. 
Strong,  24  Colo.  107,  48  Pac.  963;  Johnson 
V.  Stockham,  89  Md.  368,  43  Atl.  920.  If, 
as  plaintiff  claims,  Mrs.  Kilpatrick  had 
agreed,  on  September  1,  1905,  to  take  his 
rig  on  September  10th,  and  had  refused  to 
do  so,  this  was  not  a  fraud,  but  a  mere 
breach  of  contract.  The  court  erred  in  over- 
ruling the  defendant's  motion  to  dismiss  the 
writ  of  attachment. 

Error  is  assigned  upon  the  rejection  of 
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certain  portions  of  the  deposition  of  Mrs. 
Emma  W.  Creigh  (the  mother  of  Mrs.  Kil- 
patrick  and  one  of  the  party),  by  whom  it 
was  attempted  to  show  that,  upon  account 
of  her  ageV  past  seventy,  her  physical  condi- 
tion, being  under  a  doctor's  care,  etc.,  she 
was  unable  to  go  in  a  stage,  and  that  Mrs. 
Kilpatrick  desired  for  her  the  easiest  kind 
of  a  vehicle,  which  was  one  of  the  reasons 
claimed  by  Mrs.  Kilpatrick  why  she  did  not 
make  a  contract  or  agree  to  take  plaintiffs 
conveyance  without  seeing  it  or  knowing  it 
was  fit  or  adapted  for  her  mother's  need. 
We  think  the  rejection  of  this  testimony  was 
error.  The  testimony  of  the  parties  con- 
cerning the  ordering  of  the  carriage  was  di- 
rectly contradictory.  Mrs.  Kilpatrick  tes- 
tified she  did  not  order  it,  but  told  Mr.  In- 
man,  over  the  telephone,  she  would  call  at 
his  bam;  and,  if  the  vehicle  was  comforta- 
ble and  the  terms  satisfactory,  she  would 
take  it  to  go  to  Rifle.  Under  such  condi- 
tions evidence  of  circumstances  existing  at 
the  time  the  contract  is  alleged  to  have  been 
made,  tending  to  establish  the  probability 
or  improbability  of  the  fact,  or  facts,  which 
tend  to  show  that  the  making  of  the  agrre- 
ment  would  have  been  unreasonable  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant,  may  be  given  in  cor- 
roboration of  her  statement.  Dexter  v.  Col- 
lins, 21  Colo.  455,  42  Pac.  664;  Brown  v. 
Tourtelotte,  24  Colo.  204,  50  Pac.  195. 

The  judgment  is  excessive.  It  gave  to 
plaintiff  the  entire  alleged  contract  price 
for  the  trip,  although  no  team  was  ever  fur- 
nished or  trip  made.  Without  discussing 
the  proper  measure  of  damages  in  such 
cases,  the  plaintiff,  to  have  made  the  trip, 
would  have  been  to  the  further  expense  of 
his  driver,  the  expense  of  the  return  trip,  to- 
gether with  the  loss  of  the  use  of  the  team 
during  the  period  of  time  so  consumed,  as 
well  as  the  ordinary  wear  and  tear  to  the 
outfit  during  this  period.  Tlie  result  of  this 
judgment  is  to  award  him  his  full  contract 
price,  allowing  him  the  use  of  the  outfit  dur- 
ing the  period  it  would  have  been  gone  and 
the  saving  of  the  incidental  expenses.  In 
other  words,  a  greater  margin  or  profit  by 
the  allied  breach  of  the  contract  than  he 
could  have  made  had  it  been  performed. 
That  a  judgment  of  this  kind  cannot  be  sus- 
tuned  needs  no  citation  of  authorities.  The 
instructions  to  the  jury  upon  t'his  phase  of 
the  ease  were  erroneous. 

For  the  reasons  stated,  the  jugdment  is 
reversed  and  the  cause  remanded. 

Steele,  Ch.  J.,  and  Gabbert,  J.,  concur. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  December  6, 
1909. 
26  hJLA.(VJB.) 


ILIiTXOIS  SUPREME  COURT. 

ILLINOIS     TELEGRAPH     NEWS     COM- 
PANY, Appt., 
v. 
FREDERICK  MEINE. 

(242  111.  568.  90  N.  E.  230.) 

Bamaces  —  eminent  domain  —  tele- 
graph line. 

The  damages  to  be  awarded  for  a  right  of 
way  for  a  telegraph  line  is  the  value  of  the 
land  occupied  by  the  poles  and  the  amount 
of  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  land  between 
the  poles  owing  to  the  right  to  use  it 
jointly  with  the  property  owner  for  string- 
ing and  maintaining  the  wires. 

(December  22,  1900.) 

Note.— Eminent  domain:  m,easure  of 
damages  for  right  of  xoay  for  tele- 
graph  or  telephone  line. 

The  question  as  to  the  measure  of  dam- 
ages in  a  proceeding  to  condemn  a  right  to 
erect  poles  and  wires  for  an  electric  rail- 
way in  a  public  street  or  highway  is  not 
included  in  this  note. 

When  private  property  is  taken. 

In  assessing  damages  for  the  construction 
of  a  telegraph  line,  under  the  power  of 
eminent  domain,  over  one's  land,  compensa- 
tion may  be  awarded  both  for  the  land 
actually  'taken  by  the  telegraph  company  as 
well  as  for  all  consequential  damages  aris- 
ing from  the  erection  and  maintenance  of 
its  poles,  wires,  or  other  fixtures.  Postal 
Telcg.-Cable  Co.  v.  Peyton,  124  Ga.  746,  3 
L.R.A.(N.S.)   333,  52  S.  E.  803. 

But  before  a  recovery  can  be  had  for  con- 
sequential damages,  proof  must  be  adduced 
disclosing  the  nature  and  extent  thereof, 
and  furnishing  data  from  which  a  reason- 
able and  proper  estimate  of  the  amount  of 
compensation  to  which  the  landowner  is 
entitled  may  be  made.    Ibid. 

And  where  it  was  sought  to  condemn,  for 
the  erection  of  a  telegraph  line,  a  strip  of 
land  18  inches  in  width  across  a  farm,  and 
3  feet  deep  every  150  feet,  bordering  a 
fenced  railway  right  of  way,  an  award  of 
$38.50  damages  was  held  excessive  where 
eleven  poles  only  would  be  erected  upon 
the  land,  which  was  worth  $60  per  acre  (a 
strip  6  feet  in  width  across  it  being  one 
fifth  of  an  acre,  and  worth  but  $12),  the 
damages  claimed  in  addition  to  the  value  of 
the  land  being  for  the  increased  diHiculty 
in  cultivation,  which,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
was  not  enhanced  by  the  erection  of  the 
poles,  but  already  existed  on  account  of 
the  line  fence.  Mutual  U.  Teleg.  Co.  v. 
Katkamp,  103  111.  420. 

Lines  in  street  or  highway. 

As  shown  by  the  notes  to  People  v.  Eaton, 
•24  L.R.A.  721;  Frazier  v.  East  Tennessee 
I'eleph.  Co.  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  323;  and  Uobbs 
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ILLINOIS  SUPREME  COURT. 


Dec., 


APPEAL  by  petitioner  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  Cook  County 
assessing  alleged  excessive  damages  in  a  con- 
demnation proceeding  to  secure  a  right  of 
way  for  petitioner's  telegraph  line.  Re- 
versed. 

Statement  by  Farmer,  Ch.  J.: 
Appellant  is  a  corporation  duly  organized 
under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Illinois  for 
the  business  of  transmitting  telegraph  mes- 
sages, and  is  authorized,  in  the  construction 
and  operation  of  its  telegraph  lines,  when 
necessary,  to  take  arid  damage  property  for 
that  purpose.  It  filed  its  petition  in  the  su- 
perior court  of  Cook  county  for  the  con- 
demnation of  a  right  of  way  for  its  lines 
over  land  the  fee  in  which  was  owned  by 


appellee,  but  which  is  used  and  occupied  as 
a  public  highway.  Appellee's  farm  abuts 
upon  the  highway  a  distance  of  half  a  mile, 
and  it  was  in  and  along  this  highway  and 
adjacent  to  appellee's  farm  that  it  was 
sought  to  secure  the  right,  by  condemna- 
tion, to  erect  and  maintain  appellant's  poles, 
cross-arms,  and  wires.  The  petition  alleged 
that  appellant  did  not  desire  to  acquire  title 
in  fee  to  the  property,  but  desired  only  the 
right  to  locate  its  poles,  cross-arms,  and 
wires,  and  to  construct,  repair,  maintain, 
and  use  them  over  and  upon  said  land.  It 
was  stipulated  by  the  parties  that  the  poles 
of  appellant  should  be  erected  in  a  line  par- 
allel with  and  30  feet  north  of  the  centec 
line  of  the  highway;  that  the  poles  should 
be  placed  132  feet  apdrt  along  the  land  of 


V.  Long  Distance  Telepli..  &  Teleg.  Co.  7 
L.R.A.  ( >f.S. )  87,  although  there  is  a.  con- 
llict,  the  weight  of  authority  apparently 
sustains  the  right  of  an  abutting  property 
owner  to  compensation  where  telegraph  or 
telephone  poles  and  wires  are  placed  upon 
a  public  street  or  highway,  as  an  additional 
servitude  is  created.  This  portion  of  this 
note  treats  of  the  measuro  of  damages  when 
an  abutting  owner  is  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion. 

It  was  eaid  in  Tri-State  Teleph.  4  Teleg. 
Co.  T.  Cosgriff  (N.  D.)  124  N.  W.  75,  that 
"the  measure  of  damages  for  a  taking  of 
property  in  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent 
domain  is  the  value  of  defendant's  intoiest 
in  the  land  at  the  time  of  trial,  and  the 
damage  at  that  date  sustained  by  its  ap- 
propriation to  the  uses  of  the  party  con- 
demning. .  .  .  The  evidence  bearing  on 
this  point  must  therefore  be  directed  to  the 
present,  and  not  to  the  future,  value  of  the 
interest  condemned;  to  its  value  for  uses 
to  which  it  was  or  could  be  applied,  or  for 
which  it  had  some  natural  adaptation  or 
special  fitness,  not  to  its  value  to  plaintiff 
at  the  time  of  or  after  the  taking,  or  for 
the  purposes  to  which  plaintiff  expected  to 
put  it," 

The  measure  of  damages  to  which  an 
abutting  property  owner  is  entitled  for  the' 
construction  of  a  telephone  line  in  an  ad- 
joining highway  is  the  value  of  his  interest 
m  the  land  actually  taken,  and  the  injury 
or  diminution  in  value  to  the  remaining 
contiguous  land.  Long  Distance  Teleph.  & 
Teleg.  Co.  v.  Schmidt,  157  Ala.  391,  47  So. 
731;  Tri-State  Teleph.  &  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Cos- 
griff, supra. 

In  order  to  determine  the  damages  suf- 
fered by  an  abutting  owner  who  has  title 
to  the  fee  in  the  highway,  it  is  competent 
to  prove  the  nearness  of  the  telephone  line 
to  his  residence,  the  unsightlincss  of  the 
poles  or  structure,  that  it  would  require 
more  labor  and  expense  to  cut  the  weeds  and 
grass  around  the  poles,  and  would  also 
render  the  use  of  his  farm  inconvenient  and 
dangerous;  but  the  mere  possibility  that 
injuries  might  thereby  be  caused  would 
furnish  no  ground  for  the  assc-s.smcnt  of 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


damages.  Board  of  'lYade  Teleg.  Co.  v. 
Darst,  192  III.  47,  85  Am.  St.  Rep.  288, 
61  N.  E.  308. 

It  may  be  also  shown  that  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  abutting  owner  to  con- 
struct a  board  fence  as  a  substitute  for  a 
barbed  wire  fence  in  use,  in  order  to  pro- 
tect his  live  stock  from  injury  by  getting 
between  tlie  poles  and  such  fence.    Ibid. 

But  the  cost  of  renewing  such  fence  every 
ten  years  for  a  hundred  years  is  too  re- 
mote and  speculative  as  damages,  the  abut- 
ting owner  not  being  entitled  to  the  cost  of 
future  fencing,  but  only  to  the  damages  to 
his  land.    Ibid. 

In  Board  of  Trade  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Darst. 
supra,  an  award  of  $300  damages  was  set 
aside  as  excessive. 

In  order  to  show  damages  and  the  value 
of  the  land  taken,  it  is  competent  to  prove 
that  land  in  the  immediate  vicinity  is  adapt- 
ed and  used  for  farming  and  other  purposes. 
Long  Distance  Teleph.  ft  Teleg.  Co.  v. 
Schmidt,  supra. 

Evidence  to  the  effect  that  an  abutting 
owner  has  been  in  the  habit,  for  a  period 
of  years,  of  using  a  portion  of  the  side  of 
a  country  road  for  agricultural  purposes, 
is  inadmissible  on  the  measure  of  damages, 
as  in  so  doing  he  was  a  trespasser  without 
any  right  that  the  law  recognized  or  con- 
sidered of  pecuniary  value.  Tri-State 
Teleph.  &.  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Cosgriff,  supra. 

The  value  of  trees  destroyed  or  damaged 
by  the  construction^  of  such  a  line  is  ad- 
missible in  determining  the  injury  or 
diminution  in  value  of  the  land,  although 
their  value  cannot  be  awarded  as  a  dis- 
tinct and  independent  injui-y  to  the  laud. 
Long  Distance  Teleph.  &  Teleg.  Co.  v. 
Schmidt  and  Tri-State  Teleph.  &  Teleg.  Co. 
V.  Cosgriff,  supra. 

But  there  can  be  no  damage  allowed  for 
future  injury  to  the  trees.  Tri-State  Teleph. 
&  Teleg.  Co.  V.  Cosgriff,  supra. 

It  is  error  to  instruct  the  jury  that  a 
telephone  company  may  place  its  poles  with- 
in the  margin  of  a  public  highway  and  cut 
all  growing  timber  theri'on  without  liabil- 
ity to  an  abutting  owner,  and  that  he  is 
entitled  merely  to   the   wood   when   felled. 
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appellee,  and  that  the  wires  strung  on  said 
poles  should  b«  placed  25  feet  above  the 
(crounU  at  all  gateways  and  openings  into 
the  premises  of  appellee  from  said  highway. 
It  was  further  stipulated  that  the  value  of 
appellee's  farm  is  $500  per  acre;  that  the 
poles  would  be  2  feet  in  diameter  at  the 
liottom,  and  the  cross-arms  5  feet  in  length. 
Tlie  court  held  that  under  the  stipulation 
appellee  was  entitled  to  payment  for  a  strip 
of  land  5  feet  Avide  and  160  rods  long,  at 
the  rate  of  $500  per  acre.  On  this  basis  he 
figured  out  the  damages  appellee  was  enti- 
tled to  at  $151.50,  and  instructed  the  jury 
to  return  a  verdict  finding  the  value  of  the 
property  taken  at  said  sum.  The  jury  re- 
turned a  verdict  accordingly,  upon  whicli  the 
court,  after  overruling  a  motion  for  a  new 


trial,  rendered  judgment.  The  petitioner 
o.xccptcd  and  prayed  an  appeal  to  this  court, 
which  was  allowed,  and  the  case  is  brought 
here  for  review. 

Messrs.  Hamlin  &  Boyden,  for  appel- 
lant: 

In  a  condemnation  suit  brought  by  a  tele- 
graph company  for  the  purpose  of  condemn- 
ing land  for  the  erection  of  poles,  and  the 
operation  and  maintenance  of  a  telegraph 
Kystem,  the  owner  of  the  land  is  entitled,  as 
compensation,  to  the  value  of  the  land  ac- 
tually taken  by  the  erection  of  the  poles, 
and  to  such  damages  as  might  be  done  to 
the  remainder  by  the  poles  and  the  string- 
ing of  the  wires  thereon. 

St.  Louis  &  C.  R.  Co.  V.  Postal  Teleg.  Oo. 


such  in.struction  being  misleading,  as  th.* 
matter  to  be  detemiinod  is  the  damages  to 
which  the  landowner  is  entitled  by  reason 
I  {  the  construction  of  the  line  and  the  tak- 
ing of  the  right  of  way,  and  not  the  com- 
pany's liability  for  cutting  timber.  Long 
Distance  Telcph.  &  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Schmidt, 
eupra. 

The  damages  sustained  by  an  abutting 
owner  upon  the  construction  of  a  telephone 
and  telegraph  line  upon  an  adjoining  high- 
nay,  while  it  may  be  small  in  amount,  even 
to  insignificance,  is  not  as  a  matter  of  law 
merely  nominal,  but  is  substantial  in  the 
M'lise  that  the  abutting  owner  is  entitled  to 
recover  a  sum  sufficient  to  compensate  him 
for  all  damages  to  the  property  actually 
sustained  by  such  taking.  Tri-State  Teleph. 
&  Teleg.  C'o.  v.  Cosgriff,  supra. 

So.  an  instruction  that  an  abutting  owner 
in  entitled  to  nothing  more  than  nominal 
damages  is  erroneous,  as  ignoring  all  his 
rights  to  compensation  for  a  right  of  way 
(lut.side  of  the  ground  actually  <iceupiod  by 
the  poles.  I>ong  Distance  Teleph.  &,  Teleg. 
Co.  V.  Schmidt,  supra. 

And  it  would  be  error  for  the  court  to 
limit  hi»  recovery  to  nominal  damage!)  if 
there  is  evidence  that  the  value  of  the  land 
as  affected  by  the  telejtraph  line  was  less 
than  its  value  as  unaffected  by  it.  Shevalicr 
V.  Postal  Teleg.  Co.  22  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  508. 

But  in  Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co.  v.  Bruen, 
39  N.  Y.  Supp.  220,  a  report  of  commission- 
ers in  condemnation  was  confirmed  where 
nominal  damages  only  were  awarded  an 
abutting  landowner  for  the  placing  of 
twelve  telegraph  poles  150  feet  apart  on 
the  highway  in  front  of  his  premise-',  where 
it  appeared  that,  in  the  absoice  of  ifoliage, 
not  more  than  two  poles  could  be  seen  at 
any  one  point  from  his  house,  three  poles 
only  being  visible  altogether. 

Lines  on   railway  right  of  way — ^value  of 
the  land. 

It  was  held  in  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Ti. 
Co.  V.  Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co.  120  C.a.  2(;8. 
47  S.  E.  15,  1  A.  4  E.  Ann.  Cas.  734,  that 
the  measure  of  damages  upon  the  C"«,dem- 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


nation  of  a  right  to  construct  a  telegraph 
line  upon  a  railway  right  of  way  to  which 
the  railway  company  has  the  fee  is  the  value 
of  the  land  actually  taken  and  the  extent 
to  which  its  use  by  the  railway  company 
is  thereby  diminished,  notwithstanding  the 
general  salable  value  of  the  right  of  way 
for  other  uses  than  that  to  which  it  is 
applied  cannot  be  considered,  as  it  has  no 
market  value  so  long  as  it  is  used  for 
railway  purposes. 

But  the  reasonable  value  of  the  land  con- 
demned for  a  telegraph  line  along  a  rail- 
way right  of  way  cannot  be  allowed  a  rail- 
way company  which  docs  not  own  the  fee. 
Southwestern  Teleg.  &  Teleph.  Co.  v.  Gulf, 
C.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  52  S.  W. 
10(i;  Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co.  v.  Louisiana 
Western  R.  Co.  49  La.  Ann.  1270,  22  So. 
219. 

— decreased  value  for  railway  purposes. 

The  rule  sustained  by  the  weight  of  au- 
thority is  that  the  measure  of  damages 
upon  the  condemnation  of  a  way  for  a  tele- 
phone line  along  a  railway  right  of  way  is 
the  decreased  value  of  the  use  of  the  ease- 
ment for  railway  purposes,  as  the  result 
of  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the 
line.  Mobile  &  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg. 
Coble  Co.  120  Ala.  21,  24  So.  408;  Ameri- 
can Teleph.  &  Teleg.  Co.  v.  St.  Louis,  L  M. 
&  S.  R.  Co.  202  Mo.  050,  101  S.  W.  576; 
Cleveland.  C.  C.  &,  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Ohio 
Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co.  68  Ohio  St.  306, 
62  L.R.A.  941,  67  N.  E.  89i),  reversing  8 
Ohio  N.  P.  121;  Texas  Midland  R.  Co.  v. 
Southwestern  Teleg.  &  Teleph.  Co.  (Tex. 
Civ.  App.)  57  S.  W.  312;  San  Antonio  & 
A.  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Southwestern  Teleg.  & 
Teleph.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  56  S.  W.  201; 
Texas  &  N.  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg. -Cable 
Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  52  S.  W.  108;  South- 
western Teleg.  &  Teleph.  Co.  v.  Gulf,  C.  ft 
S.  F.  R.  Co.  supra;  Gulf,  C.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co. 
v.  Southwestern  Teleg.  &  Teleph.  Co.  (Tex. 
Civ.  App.)   52  S.  W.  86. 

The  Texas  court  in  applying  this  doc- 
trine has  apparently  limited  it  to  cases 
where  a  railwav  company  does  not  own  tbn 
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173  III.  508,  51  N.  E.  382;  Lockie  v.  Mutual 
U.  Tcleg.  Co.  103  111.  401 ;  Mutual  U.  Telcg. 
Co.  V.  Katkamp,  103  111.  420;  Chicago,  B. 
&  Q.  R.  Co.  V.  Chicago,  149  111.  457,  37  N.  E. 
78,  166  U.  S.  226,  41  L.  ed.  979,  17  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  681. 

The  spaces  over  Ivhich  the  wires  are 
strung  from  pole  to  pole  are  not  taken. 

St.  Louis  &  C.  R.  Co.  V.  Postal  Teleg.  Co. 
supra. 

Messrs.  Cheney,  Evans,  &  IVilson  for 
appellee. 

Farmer,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

We  regard  this  judgment  as  erroneous  and 
contrary  to  the  previous  decisions  of  this 
court.     The  only  land  sought  to  be  taken 


by  appellant  for  its  exclusive  use  was  the 
land  to  be  occupied  by  its  poles.  The  poles 
upon  wliich  the  wires  were  to  be  placed 
were  2  feet  in  diameter  at  the  ground,  and 
20  of  them  were  to  be  set  in  the  highway 
on  appellee's  land.  The  spaces  between  the 
poles  were  not  sought  to  be  taken,  but  the 
use  thereof  for  the  purposes  of  stringing,  re- 
pairing, and  maintaining  the  wires  was  all 
that  was  contemplated  or  asked  for.  This 
use  was  not  exclusive,  but  was  to  be  en- 
joyed by  appellant  in  connection  with  the 
owner  of  the  land.  The  compensation,  there- 
fore, appellee  was  entitled  to  for  the  use  of 
the  spaces  between  the  poles,  was  not  the 
value  of  the  fee,  but  was  the  amount  of  de- 
crease in  the  value  of  the  land  resulting 
from  the  right  of  the  appellant  to  use  it 


fee  of  its  right  of  way.  Gulf,  C.  &  S.  F.  R. 
Co.  v.  Southwestern  Teleg.  &  Teleph.  Co.  and 
Southwestern  Teleg.  4,  Teleph.  Co.  v.  Gulf, 
C.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  supra. 

And  this  doctrine  will  not  be  modified  or 
limited  in  its  application  by  reason  of  a 
statutory  provision  whereby  a  railway  com- 
pany may,  at  any  future  time,  notify  the 
telegraph  company  that  it  needs  for  rail- 
road purposes  a  part  or  all  of  the  ground 
occupied  by  it,  in  which  event  the  tele- 
graph company  is  required  to  yield  posses- 
sion and  locate  elsewhere.  Cleveland,  C.  C. 
&,  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Ohio  Postal  Teleg.-Cable 
Co.  supra. 

In  Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co.  ▼.  Louisiana 
Western  R.  Co.  supra,  it  was  held  that 
the  measure  of  damages  was  a  fair  recom- 
pense for  the  use  made  of  the  right  of  way 
and  any  injury  done  to  it. 

Any  inconvenience  or  annoyance  resulting 
from  the  construction  of  the  telegraph  line 
of  such  a  character  as  to  interfere  with  the 
operation  of  the  railroad  may  properly  be 
considered  in  assessing  damuges,  but  the 
evidence  must  disclose  facts  from  which 
such  inconvenience  or  annoyance  results,  as 
none  will  be  presumed.  Atlantic  Coast 
Line  R.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co.  su- 
pra. 

In  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Co.  v.  Postal 
Teleg.-Cable  Co.  supra,  the  court  said  that 
there  is  an  essential  difference  between  the 
various  elements  of  damages  entering  into 
the  assessment  when  private  property  is 
taken  for  public  use  and  that  which  enters 
into  the  assessment  of  damages  for  burden- 
ing property  devoted  to  one  publio  use  by 
imposing  upon  it  additional  easements  of 
a  public  nature,  as  the  railway  company  in 
such  case  is  not  deprived  of  its  exclusive 
use  as  an  individual  is,  but  its  use  is  only 
curtailed  when  burdened  with  an  additional 
servitude,  and  tb  the  extent  the  easement 
impairs  the  use  of  the  servient  land,  the 
owner  of  the  latter  is  damaged. 

Other  courts  express  the  measure  of  dam- 
ages to  be  the  extent  to  which  the  use  of 
the  land  occupied  by  the  pules  and  the 
space  beneath  its  wires  is  ilimini'^hed  in 
value  to  the  railway  company  by  its  joint 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


use,  and  not  the  market  value  of  the  land 
80  occupied.  St.  Louis  &  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Postal  Teleg.  Co.  173  111.  508,  51  N.  E.  382; 
Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg.- 
Cable  Co.  supra;  Mobile  &  0.  R.  Co.  v. 
Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co.  76  Miss.  731,  45 
L.R.A.  223,  26  So.  370,  overruling  Postal 
Teleg.-Cable  Co.  v.  Alabama  &  V.  R.  Co. 
68  Miss.  314,  8  So.  375,  in  so  far  as  it 
conllicts  with  the  foregoing  case. 

—nominal   damages. 

Some  cases  hold  that  the  damages  are 
merely  nominal,  which  arise  from  the  con- 
demnation of  a  way  for  a  telegraph  line  over 
a  railway  right  of  way  in  which  the  railway 
company  has  a  mere  easement  which  is  not 
interfered  with  by  the  telegraph  company. 
Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co.  v.  Oregon  Short  Line 
R.  Co.  23  Utah,  474,  90  Am.  St  Rep.  705, 
65  Pac.  735;  Mobile  &  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Postal 
Teleg.-Cable  Co.  120  Ala.  21,  24  So.  408; 
Mobile  &  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg.-Cable 
Co.  101  Tenn.  62,  41  L.R.A.  403,  46  S.  W. 
571. 

So,  nominal  damages  may  be  awarded 
where  it  does  not  appear  that  a  railway  com- 
pany will  suffer  any  substantial,  special,  or 
peculiar  damages  by  the  construction  of  a 
telegraph  line  along  its  rigHt  of  way.  Postal 
Teleg.-Cable  Co.  v.  Oregon  Short  Line  R. 
Co.  114  Fed.  787;  Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St. 
L.  R.  Co.  V.  Ohio  Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co. 
68  Ohio  St.  306,  62  L.R.A.  941,  67  N.  E. 
890,  reversing  8  Ohio  N.  P.  121. 

And  this  rule  will  be  applied  where  that 
portion  of  a  railway  right  of  way  condemned 
for  a  telegraph  line  is  not  actually  used 
by  a  railway  company  for  railway  pur- 
poses, and  its  construction  will  not  material- 
ly interfere  with  the  free  use  of  the  rail- 
way franchise.  Mobile  &  0.  R.  Co.  v. 
Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co.  120  Ala.  21,  24  So. 
408;  Mobile  &  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg.- 
Cable  Co.  101  Tenn.  62,  41  L.R.A.  403,  46 
S.  W.  571. 

In  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  ▼.  Postal 
Teleg.-Cable  Co.  supra,  an  award  of  merely 
nominal  damages  was  upheld  on  the  ground 
that,  although  it  was  a  much  smaller  sum 
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jointly  with  appellee  for  the  construction, 
repair,  and  maintenance  of  its  telegraph 
wires.  Chica^,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  T.  Chicago, 
U9  III.  457,  37  N.  E.  78. 

In  Lockie  v.  Mutual  U.  Teleg.  Co.  103  111. 
401,  402,  the  petition  sought  to  condemn  a 
strip  of  defendant's  land  8V4  feet  wide,  for 
the  erection,  maintenance,  and  repair  of  tel- 
egraph poles  and  wires.  In  discussing  the 
compensation  the  landowner  was  entitled  to, 
the  court  said  (p.  402):  "Bj  designating 
the  width  of  the  strip  in  the  condemnation 
proceedings,  the  company  acquires  no  right 
to  exclude  the  owner  of  the  soil  from  the 
use  of  the  land.  That  remains  as  it  was 
before,  except  the  company  has  acquired  an 
easement  on  the  strip  condemned  to  so  en- 
ter for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and  repair- 


ing the  line.  The  only  exclusive  right  of 
occupancy  the  company  acquires  hy  such  a 
proceeding  is  the  ground  occupied  by  the 
poles  erected  for  telegraph  purposes.  These 
are  the  rights  intended  to  l>e  conferred  by 
the  law,  and  are  all  that  were  or  can  be  ac- 
quired under  it,  and  the  judgment  in  this 
case  conferred  no  more." 

The  precise  question  here  involved  was 
fully  considered  and  determined  by  this 
court  in  St.  Louis  &  C.  R.  Co.  t.  Postal 
Teleg.  Co.  173  III.  508,  61  N.  E.  382.  The 
contention  of  the  parties'  in  that  'case  is 
stated  by  the  court  on  pages  531  and  632 
as  follows:  "In  the  first  place,  the  appel- 
lee claims  that  the  compensation  to  be  paid 
to  the  appellants  must  be  the  value  of 
the  ground  occupied  by  er.:h  of  the  tele- 


than  the  evidence  disclosed  the  damage  to 
be,  it  could  be  supported  as  the  decreased 
vahie  of  the  right  of  way  for  railway  pur- 
poses. 

And  in  Postal  Telegraphic  Cable  Co.  v. 
I^uisville,  N.  O.  &  T.  R.  Co.  43  La.  Ann. 
522,  D  So.  119,  the  court  refused  to  disturb 
an  award  of  $50  per  mile  for  constructing 
a  telegraph  line  upon  a  railway  right  of 
way,  on  the  ground  that  an  award  by  a 
jurj'  of  freeholders  will  not  be  reviewed 
unless  manifestly  inadequate  or  excessive, 
which  waa  not  the  condition  in  the  present 
case. 

So,  in  Southwestern  Teleph.  Co.  v.  Kan- 
sas City,  S.  &  G.  R.  Co.  109  La.  892,  33  So. 
910,  an  award  of  $10  per .  mile  for  the 
right  to  construct  a  telephone  line  along 
the  railway  company's  right  of  way  was 
confirmed. 

And  in  St.  Louis  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Postal 
Tel'-g.  Co.  supra,  an  award  of  $99  waa  sus- 
tained where  a  telegraph  line  along  a  rail- 
way right  of  way  extended  through  five 
counties. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held 
that  a  railway  company  is  entitled  to  some- 
thing more  than  nominal  damages  upon  the 
condemnation  of  a  way  for  a  telegraph  line 
along  its  right  of  way.  Mobile  &,  0.  R.  Co. 
V.  Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Co.  76  Miss.  731,  45 
UR.A.  223,  26  So.  370,  overruling  Postal 
Teleg.-Cable  Co.  v.  Alabama  &  V.  R.  Co. 
68  Miss.  314,  8  So.  375,  in  so  far  as  it  con- 
flicts with  the  foregoing  case;  American 
Teleph.  &  Teleg.  Co.  v.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  & 
S.  R.  Co.  202  Mo.  666,  101  S.  W.  676. 

This  rule  was  applied  in  American  Teleph. 
4  Teleg.  Co.  v.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co. 
rapra,  where  a  railway  company  had  been 
to  great  expense  in  grading  and  clearing 
the  timber  from  the  right  of  way,  and  the 
further  expense  of  keeping  it  free  from 
veedi,  bushes,  and  inflammable  matter  was 
imposed  upon  it,  and  the  easement  to  con- 
struct a  telephone  and  telegraph  line  there- 
on destroyed  the  railway  company's  right 
to  construct  a  similar  line. 

And  the  fact  that  the  railway  company 
would  be  compelled  to  keep  its  right  of  way 
fenced  and  free  from  inflammable  matter, 
28  LaJl.(N.S.)  13 


whether  or  not  a  telegraph  line  is  construct- 
ed, is  not  a  reason  for  awarding  nominal 
damages  only.    Ibid. 

— possible  future  use  of  right  of  way. 

The  possible  contingency  of  a  railway 
company  abandoning,  or  applying  its  right 
of  way  for  a  different  and  foreign  use,  even 
if  permissible  under  its  charter  and  tenure 
of  title,  is  too  remote  to  be  considered  in 
assessing  damages.  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R. 
Co.  V.  Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co.  120  Ga.  268, 
48  S.  E.  15,  1  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  734. 

Nor  may  the  possibility  that,  at  some 
future  time,  the  railway  company  may  de- 
sire to  make  improvements  on  its  right  of 
way,  be  considered  as  an  element  of  dam- 
ages, as  it  is  too  remote  and  speculative. 
Southwestern  Teleg.  &  Teleph.  Co.  v.  Gulf, 
C.  A  S.  F.  R.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  52  S. 
W.  106. 

And  this  rule  was  applied  in  Postal 
Teleg.  Cable  Co.  v.  Louisiana  Western  R. 
Co.  49  La.  Ann.  1270,  22  So.  219,  where 
the  proposed  line  of  telegraph  poles  was  to 
be  placed  at  the  outer  edge  of  the  right  of 
way  beyond  the  portion  which  the  company 
had  in  use,  or  was  likely  to  call  into  use  in 
the  near  future. 

And  it  has  also  been  applied  where  it  was 
stipulated  in  the  notice  of  condemnation 
that  such  use  of  the  railway  company's 
property  is  subject  to  change  in  its  loca- 
tion to  such  other  place  as  will  not  interfere 
with  the  future  construction  of  additional 
tracks  or  structures  on  its  right  of  way. 
Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg.- 
Cable  Co.  and  St.  Louis  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Post- 
al Teleg.  Co.  supra. 

— cost  of  constructing  and  clearing  right  of 
way. 

It  was  held  in  Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Co.  v. 
Morgan's  L.  &  T.  R.  &  S.  S.  Co.  49  La.  Ann. 
58,  21  So.  183,  that  the  damages  upon  the 
condemnation  of  a  way  for  a  telegraph  line 
are  to  be  measured  by  the  inconvenience  suf- 
fered by  a  railwav  company,  and  should  be 
commensurate  with  the  cost  and  expense  of 
putting  its  right  of  way  in  condition    a« 
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graph  poles  erected  upon  the  right  of 
way;  that  the  land  taken  is  nothing  more 
than  those  portions  of  it  upon  which  the 
telegraph  poles  stand  or  into  which  they 
are  inserted;  that  the  rest  of  the  com- 
pensation to  which  appellants  are  entitled, 
other  than  for  the  land  tlius  taken,  con- 
sists merely  of  the  damages  accruing  to 
the  remainder  of  the  right  of  way  by  rea- 
son of  the  erection  of  the  telegraph  poles 
and  the  stringing  of  the  wires  upon  the 
cross-arms  thereon,  and  that  as  to  the  spaces 
between  the  telegraph  poles  over  which  tlie 
wires,  near  the  top  of  the  poles,  are  strung, 
such  spaces  are  not  land  taken.  On  the 
contrary,  the  appellants  contend  that  by 
the  construction  and  operation  of  the  tele- 
graph line  the  appellee  not  only  takes  the 
ground  occupied  by  the  telegraph  poles,  but 
that  the  strip  of  ground  as  wide  as  the  cross- 
bars, over  which  the  wires  are  strung,  is 
also  land  taken.  In  other  words,  the  ap- 
pellants claim  that  the  appellee  takes  that 
part  of  the  right  of  way  over  which  the 
wires,  extending  from  pole  to  pole,  are 
strung."  Upon  that  subject  the  court  said 
(p.  533)  :  "The  spaces  over  which  the  wires 
are  strung  from  pole  to  pole  are  not  tr.ken 
by  the  telegraph  company.  Such  damage  as 
the  construction  and  operation  of  the  tele- 
graph line  cause  to  the  spaces  between  the 
poles,  the  appellants  are  entitled  to  recover. 
The  telegraph  company  does  not  acquire,  by 
the  judgment  of  condemnation,  the  fee  to 
any  portion  of  the  right  of  way.  Any  con- 
struction which  holds  that  it  does  acquire 
the  fee  is  not  sanctioned  by  the  language  of 


the  act  in  relation  to  telegraph  companies. 
The  act  does  not  confer  the  right  to  use  the 
land  condemned  for  any  other  purpose  than 
for  telegraph  purposes.  The  company  can- 
not take  possessioiv  of  it  or  injure  it  for  any 
other  purpose  than  to  erect  telegraph  poles 
and  suspend  wires  upon  them,  and  to  main- 
tain and  repair  the  same.  The  company  will 
have  the  right  to  enter  upon  that  portion 
of  the  right  of  way  which  is  between  the 
telegraph  poles  and  nnder  its  wires  for  the 
purpose  of  repairing  its  line,  but  the  tele- 
graph company  acquires  no  right  to  exclude 
the  railroad  company  from  the  use  of  the 
land.  The  ownership  of  the  railroad  com- 
panies remains  as  it  was  before,  while  the 
telegraph  company  merely  acquires  an  ease- 
ment upon  what  it  condemns,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  entering  thereon  in  order  to  erect 
and  repair  the  line." 

We  will  not  encumber  this  opinion  I^  fur- 
ther quoting  from  that  decision,  but  much 
more  will  be  found  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court  pertinent  to  the  questions  involved  in 
this  case.  We  could  not  sustain  the  judg- 
ment in  this  case  without  overruling  SL 
Louis  &  C.  R.  Co.  V.  Postal  Teleg.  Co.  su- 
pra, and  that  we  arc  not  disposed  to  do, 
for  in  our  judgment  the  correct  rule  is  stat- 
ed in  that  case.  The  court  should  have  sub- 
mitted the  question  of  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation appellee  was  entitled  to,  to  the 
jury,  under  such  competent  evidence  as  the 
respective  parties  might  introduce. 

Tlie  judgment  is  therefore  reversed,  and 
the  cause  remanded. 


the  telegraph  company  cannot  avail  it°elf 
of  its  improved  condition  without  making 
compensation. 

So,  in  determining  what  is  a  fair  com- 
pensation, the  improved  condition  of  the 
right  of  way  is  a  proper  element  of  dam- 
age; not  the  original  cost  of  the  improve- 
ment, but  merely  reasonable  remuneration 
therefor.  Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Co.  v.  Lou's- 
iana  Western  B.  Co.  supra. 

But  where  there  is  no  evidence  that  a 
railway  company  has  been  to  any  expense 
in  preparing  its  right  of  way  where  it 
proposed  to  erect  a  telegraph  line,  the  com- 
pany is  not  entitled  to  compensation  pro- 
portionate to  its  expense  in  preparing  its 
right  of  way  for  its  railway  bed.  St.  Louis 
&  C.  R.  Co.  V.  Postal  Teleg.  Co.  supra. 

And  it  was  held  in  Texas  &,  N.  0.  R.  Co. 
V.  Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Co.  supra,  that  the 
expense  a  railway  company  may  have  been 
put  to  in  order  to  fit  its  right  of  way  for 
railway  purposes  cannot  be  considered  as 
an  element  of  damages. 

So,  the  cost  of  clearing  the  right  of  way 
and  draining  it,  incurred  by  a  railway  com- 
pany, for  the  purpose  of  operating  its  road, 
cannot  be  considered  in  a-ssessing  damag  s 
as  it  was  not  the  result  of  tlie  construction 
of  the  telegraph  Hue.  Atlantic  Coast  Line 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


R.  Co.  V.  Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co.  supra. 
See  also  Gulf,  C.  4  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v.  South- 
western Teleg.  &.  Teleph.  Co.  infra. 

Nor  is  a  railway  company  entitled  to 
damages  for  keeping  its  right  of  way  clear 
from  obstructions,  as  it  must  incur  such 
expense  irrespective  of  whetlier  it  is  oc- 
cupied by  the  telegraph  line,  and  therefore 
no  gfreater  burden  or  expense  is  imposed 
upon  it.  Mobile  &  0.  R.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg. 
Cable  Co.  101  Tenn.  62,  41  L.R.A.  403,  46 
S.  W.  671;  Atlantic  Coaait  Line  R.  Co.  v. 
Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co.  supra. 

So,  damages  due  to  the  added  expense  of 
burning  the  grass  from  a  right  of  way 
by  reason  of  the  erection  of  telegraph  poles 
thereon  is  too  remote  to  be  considered. 
Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Co.  ▼.  Oregon  Short  Line 
R.  Co.  23  Utah,  474,  90  Am.  St.  Rep.  705, 
65  Pac.  735;  Southwestern  Teleg.  &  Teleph. 
Co.  v.  Gulf,  C.  &  8.  F.  R.  Co.  supra. 

It  was  said  in  Southwestern  Teleg.  ft 
Teleph.  Co.  v.  Gulf,  C.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co. 
supra,  that  "if  it  be  necessary  for  a  proper 
use  of  the  right  of  way  that  the  grass  be 
burned  off  periodically  by  .  .  .  [the 
railway  company],  that  right  would  not  be 
lost  or  interfered  with  by  .  .  .  [the] 
poles;  but  the  duty  would  devolve  upon 
.    .    .    [the  telegraph  company]   to  keep 
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the  ground  cleared  about  it«  polea,  and  it 
would  be  responsible  for  any  expense  en- 
tailed upon  .  .  .  [the  railway  com- 
pany] in  clearing  away  the  grass.  This 
cuuld  not  be  an  element  in  the  condemna- 
tion proceedings,  because  it  could  not  be 
known  that  .  .  .  [the  former]  would 
nut  dear  off  the  grass." 

—rental  value  for  other  lines. 

The  rental  value  of  a  right  of  way  under 
a  contract  from  another  telegraph  company 
ii  not  an  element  of  damage,  as  the  right 
of  way,  having  no  general  salable  value, 
can  have  no  general  rental  value.  Atlantic 
Coast  Line  R.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co. 
supra. 

.And  the  fact  that  a  railway  company  has 
lesMd  its  right  of  way  to  anotlier  telegraph 
company  at  a  certain  rental  is  not  an  ele- 
mfot  of  damage  where  such  lease  is  void, 
as  against  public  policy,  in  granting  an 
exclusive  use  of  its  way  to  such  company. 
St.  Louis  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg.  Co. 
173  III.  508,  51  N.  E.  382. 

—value  of  use  to  telegraph  company. 

I'nder  no  conceivable  state  of  facts  can 
the  value  of  the  use  of  the  right  of  way  to 
a  telegraph  company  be  made  the  measure 
by  which  to  determine  the  damages  sus- 
tained by  a  railroad  company.  Atlantic 
Coast  Line  R.  Co.  v.  PosUl  Teleg.-Cable 
Co.  120  Ga.  268,  48  S.  E.  15,  1  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  734;  Texas  &  N.  O.  R.  Co.  v. 
Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  52 
S.  \V.  108;  Southwestern  Teleg.  ft  Teleph. 
Co.  V.  Gulf,  C.  ft  8.  F.  R.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ. 
.*pp.)  52  8.  W.  108;  Gulf,  C.  ft  S.  F.  R. 
Co.  V.  Southwestern  Teleg.  ft  Teleph.  Co. 
I  Tex.  Civ.  App.)  52  S.  W.  86;  San  Antonio 
A  A.  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Southwestern  Teleg.  ft 
Teleph.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  50  S.  W.  201. 

Ihus,  the  fact  that  use  of  land  already 
cleared  of  brush  and  other  obstructions  is 
acquired  should  not  enter  into  consideration 
in  tlzing  the  damages.  Gulf,  C.  ft  S.  F.  R. 
Co.  v.  Southwestern  Teleg.  ft  Teleph.  Co. 
nipra. 

The  reason  for  this  rule  is  that  the  rail- 
road company  is  to  be  compensated  for 
the  damages  inflicted  upon  it.  and  not  for 
say  supposed  benefits  conferred  upon  the 
telegraph  company.  Southwestern  Teleg. 
k  Teleph.  Co.  v.  Gulf,  C.  ft  8.  F.  R.  Co.  and 
Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  v.  PosUl  Teleg.- 
Cable  Co.  supra. 

— ^miscellaneous. 

The  mere  possibility  that,  as  a  result  of 
a  violent  storm,  poles  may  be  blown  down 
across  the  railway  track,  is  not  a  proper 
element  of  damages,  especially  where  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  proposed  line  of 
poles  will  be  located  so  that,  considering 
tktir  height,  they  could  possibly  be  a 
■senate  to  the  operation  of  the  road.  At- 
Isntie  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg.- 
Cable  Co.  supra. 

The  damages  that  may  accrue  in  the  fu- 
tarc  to  a  railroad  company  by  a  telephone 
»LBX(N.8.) 


company  being  compelled,  in  order  to  reach, 
keep  up,  and  operate  its  line,  to  interfere 
with  the  fence  along  the  railway  right  of 
way,  cannot  be  considered  in  determining 
the  damages  to  be  awarded.  Texas  Midland 
R.  (3o.  V.  Southwestern  Teleg.  ft  Teleph.  Co. 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  57  S.  W.  312. 

Nor  can  the  benefit  to  the  railway  com- 
pany from  its  contract  with  another  tele- 
graph company  be  considered  in  estimating 
damages,  because  its  measure  of  damages 
includes  not  what  another  company  may 
pay  for  certain  privileges,  but  the  extent 
that  contract  would  be  imimired  by  the  sec- 
ond line  of  telegraph.  Atlantic  Coast  Line 
R.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg.-Cable  Co.  supra. 

And  the  damages  will  not  be  mitigated 
by  the  benefit  conferred  upon  the  railway 
company  by  competition  in  the  transmis- 
sion of  telegrams  if  the  line  is  constructed 
on  th£  right  of  way.  American  Teleph.  ft 
Teleg.  Co.  v.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  ft  S.  R.  Co. 
202  Mo.  656,  101  S.  W.  676. 


INDIANA  SUPREME  COtTRT. 

HORACE  E.  KINNEY  et  al.,  Appts., 

V. 

CITIZENS'  WATER  ft  LIGHT  COMPANY 
OF  GREENWOOD,  INDIANA. 

(—  Ind.  — ,  90  N.  E.  129.) 

Eminent   domain  —  water   company  — 
switch  track. 

1.  That  a  switch  connection  with  a  rail- 
road would  enable  a  water  and  electric  light 
company  to  carry  on  its  business  more 
economically,  and  either  niake  greater  prof- 
its or  serve  its  patrons  at  lower  rates, 
does  not  show  that  such  connection  is  nec- 
essary, so  as  to  authorize  an  exercise  of 
the  power  of  eminent  domain  under  statu- 
tory authority  to  acquire  by  that  means 
such  rights  as  may  be  necessary  for  its 
business. 

Same  — benefit  of   other  corporation  — 
Implied  authority. 

2.  A  water  and  electric  light  company 
has  no  implied  authority  to  condemn  land 
under  the  power  of  eminent  domain  for  use 
of  a  railroad  company. 

(December  14,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  an  interlocu- 
tory   order   of   the   Circuit   Court   for 


Note. —As  to  the  exercise  of  the  power 
of  eminent  domain  by  one  corporation  for 
a  public  purpose  to  be  subserved  by  an- 
other, see  case  note  to  State  ex  rel.  Domi- 
nick  V.  Superior  Court,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
448.  As  to  the  power  of  a  railroad  com- 
pany to  condemn  a  right  of  way  for  a 
spur  or  siding  to  a  private  establishment, 
see  ease  note  to  Pere  Marquette  R.  Co.  v. 
United  States  Gipsum  Co.  22  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
181. 
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Johnson  County  overruling  objections  to  the 
complaint  and  appointing  appraisers  to  as- 
sess the  damages  in  proceedings  to  condemn 
and  appropriate  certain  lands  for  a  right  of 
way.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Elba  li.  Branigin  and  Tbonnas 
Williams,  for  appellants: 

No  property  can  be  taken  for  public  use 
by  condemnation  otherwise  than  by  legisla- 
tive authority,  and  in  the  manner  and  for 
the  purposes  authorized. 

Waterworks  Co.  v.  Burkhart,  41  Ind.  364; 
Great  Western  Natural  Gas  &  Oil  Co.  v. 
Hawkins,  30  Ind.  A4>p.  S62,  66  N.  E.  766; 
Minnesota  Canal  &  Power  Co.  v.  Koochi- 
ching Co.  97  Minn.  429,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  638, 
107  N.  W.  405,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1182; 
Minneapolis  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Nicolin,  76 
Minn.  302,  79  N.  W.  304;  Western  U.  Teleg. 
Co.  V.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  120  Fed.  362; 
Prather  v.  Jeffersonville,  M.  &  I.  R.  Co.  52 
Ind.  16;  Allen  v.  Jones,  47  Ind.  438. 

The  right  of  eminent  domain  can  be  ex- 
ercised only  when  some  public  exigency  re- 
quires the  exercise  of  that  sovereign  right. 

Blackman  v.  Halves,  72  Ind.  515;  Great 
Western  Natural  Gas  &  Oil  Co.  v.  Hawkins, 
supra;  Cody  v.  Rider,  8  Ky.  L.  Rep.  52,  1 
8.  W.  2. 

Whether  the  use  is  a  public  one  is  a  ju- 
dicial, and  not  a  legislative,  question. 

15  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  580,  note  44;  10 
Am.  ft  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  1069,  note 
2;  Randolph,  Em.  Dom.  §§  49,  53,  335; 
Mills,  Em.  Dom.  §  10;  Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  2d 
ed.  §  158;  Logan  v.  Stogsdale,  123  Ind. 
372,  8  L.R.A.  68,  24  N.  E.  135;  Rensselaer 
V.  Leopold,  106  Ind.  29,  5  N.  E.  761 ;  Water- 
works Co.  V.  Burkhart  and  Great  Western 
Natural  Gas  ft  Oil  Co.  v.  Hawkins,  supra. 

Land  cannot  be  seized  for  a  private  road. 

2  Washb.  Real  Prop.  539;  Tiedeman,  Pol. 
Power,  §  121b;  Wilkinson  v.  Leland,  2  Pet. 
627,  7  L.  ed.  542;  Wild  v.  Deig,  43  Ind.  455, 
13  Am.  Rep.  399;  Stewart  v.  Hjirtman,  46 
Ind.  331;  Sanxay  v.  Hungfer,  42  Ind.  44; 
Blackman  v.  Halves,  72  Ind.  515;  Logan  v. 
Stogsdale,  123  Ind.  372,  8  L.RA.  68,  24  N. 
E.  135. 

The  essentials  of  a  public  use  are  that 
the  general  public  has  a  right  to  a  definite 
use  of  the  property,  a  right  which  the  law 
compels  the  owner  to  give  to  the  general 
public,  and  which  is  guarded  and  controlled 
by  the  law. 

Great  Western  Natural  Gas  ft  Oil  Co.  v. 
Hawkins  and  Wild  v.  Deig,  supra;  Mills, 
Em.  Dom.  §§  10,  14;  Nichols,  Em.  Dom. 
§214. 

The  test  of  what  constitutes  a  public  use 
is  the  following:  Will  all  persons  upon  de- 
mand be  served  by  a  corporation  which 
claims  to  be  fulfilling  a  public  purpose  in 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  use  of  the  lands  appropriated,  and  upon 
refusal  can  they  enforce  that  demand  in  the 
courts? 

Vamer  v.  Martin,  21  W.  Va.  534;  Re 
New  York,  L.  ft  W.  R.  Co.  99  N.  Y.  12,  1 
N.  E.  27;  Board  of  Health  v.  Van  Hoesen, 
87  Mich.  533,  14  L.R-A.  117,  49  N.  W'.  894; 
Berrien  Springs  Water  Power  Co.  v.  Ber- 
rien Circuit  Judge,  133  Mich.  48,  103  Am. 
St.  Rep.  438,  94  N.  W.  379;  Cozard  v.  Kan- 
awha Hardwood  Co.  139  N.  C.  283,  1L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  969,  111  Am.  St  Rep.  779,  61  S.  E. 
932;  Re  Eureka  Basin  Warehouse  ft  Mfg. 
Co.  96  N.  Y.  42;  West  River  Bridge  Co.  v. 
Dix,  6  How.  507,  546,  12  L.  ed.  535,  661; 
Memphis  City  R.  Co.  v.  Memphis,  4  Coldw. 
406;  Beekman  v.  Saratoga  ft  S.  R.  Co.  3 
Paige,  45,  22  Am.  Dec.  679;  SUte,  Trenton, 
ft  N.  B.  Turnp.  Co.,  Prosecutors,  v.  Amer- 
ican ft  E.  Commercial  News  Co.  43  N.  J.  L 
381;  1  Lewis,  Em.  Dora.  2d  ed.  415-418; 
Minnesota  Canal  ft  Power  Co.  v.  Koochi- 
ching Co.  supra;  Clark  v.  Nash,  198  U.  S. 
361,  49  L.  ed.  1085,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  676, 

4  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1171;  Fallsburg  Power 
ft  Mfg.  Co.  V.  Alexander,  101  Va.  98,  61 
L.R.A.  129,  99  Am.  St.  Rep.  855,  43  S.  E. 
194;  Ryerson  v.  Brown,  35  Mich.  333,  24 
Am.  Rep.  564;  Tjier  v.  Beacher,  44  Vt 
648,  8  Am.  Rep.  398;  Randolph,  Em.  Dom. 
§  58;  1  Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  §§  163-165;  Re 
Split  Rock  Cable  Road  Co.  128  N.  Y.  408, 
28  N.  E.  506;  Re  Niagara  Falls  ft  Whirl- 
pool R.  Co.  108  N.  Y.  376,  15  N.  E.  429; 
Gaylord  v.  Sanitary  Dist.  204  111.  576,  63 
L.R.A.  582,  98  Am.  St.  Rep.  235,  68  N.  E. 
522;  15  Cyc.  Law  ft  Proc.  p.  597;  Shasta 
Power  Co.  v.  Walker,  149  Fed.  568;  Brown 
V.  Gerald,  100  Me.  351,  70  L.R.A.  472,  109 
Am.  St.  Rep.  526,  61  Atl.  785;  Tracy  v. 
Elizabethtown  ft  B.  S.  R.  Co.  80  Ky.  259; 
Contra  Costa  Coal  Mines  R.  Co.  v.  Moss, 
23  Cal.  323;  Palairet's  Appeal,  67  Pa.  479, 

5  Am.  Rep.  450. 

The  fact  that  a  railway  is  necessary  in 
order  to  make  the  enterprise  successful  does 
not  change  the  character  of  the  use  from  a 
private  nature  to  a  public  one,  and  where 
the  railroad  is  not  constructed  for  the  use 
of  the  public,  nor  is  to  be  used  in  hauling 
the  public,  it  is  a  mere  incident  to  the  pri- 
vate business  of  the  owner. 

Garbutt  Lumber  Co.  v.  Georgia  ft  A.  B. 
Co.  Ill  Ga.  714,  36  S.  E.  942;  Re  Rhode 
Island  Suburban  Co.  22  R.  L  457,  52  L.R.A. 
879,  48  Atl.  591 ;  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Ne- 
braska, 164  U.  S.  403,  41  L.  ed.  489.  17 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  130;  Sholl  v.  German  Coal 
Co.  118  111.  427,  59  Am.  Rep.  379,  10  N.  E. 
199;  Chicago  ft  E.  L  R.  Co.  v.  Wiltse,  116 
111.  449,  6  N.  E.  49;  Cozard  v.  Kanawha 
Hardwood  Co.  139  N.  C.  283,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
909,  111  Am.  St.  Rep.  779,  61  S.  E.  932; 
Matthews  v.  Belfast  Mfg.  Co.  35  Wash.  662. 
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77  Pac.  1046;  Healy  Lumber  Co.  v.  Morris, 
33  Wash.  490,  63  L.R.A.  820,  99  Am.  St. 
Rep.  U04,  74  Pac.  681;  Bridal  Veil  Lum- 
bering Co.  T.  Johnson,  30  Or.  205,  34  L.R.A. 
368,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  818,  40  Pac.  790; 
Nichols,  £m.  Com.  §  215. 

Necessity,  not  convenience,  justifies  the 
taking  of  land  by  eminent  domain,  and 
where  power  is  conferred  to  condemn  so 
much  private  property  "as  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  the  construction  and  operation  of 
waterworks,"  evidence  that  a  railroad  spur 
will  cheapen  the  cost  of  coal  supply  will  not 
support  a  finding  of  necessity. 

Creston  Waterworks  Co.  v.  McGrath,  89 
Iowa,  502,  66  N.  W.  680;  Shell  v.  German 
Coal  Co.  118  111.  427,  69  Am.  Rep.  379,  10 
N.  E.  199;  Anderson  v.  Kerns  Draining  Co. 
14  Ind.  190,  77  Am.  Dec.  63. 

Mr.  E.  A.  McAlpin  for  appellee. 

Montgomery,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  interlocutory 
order  overruling  objections  to  appellee's 
complaint  to  condemn  and  appropriate  cer- 
tain lands  of  appellants,  and  appointing  ap- 
praisers to  assess  the  resulting  damages. 
Appellant  Horace  E.  Kinney  has  assigned 
errors  upon  the  overruling  of  each  of  his 
objections  to  the  amended  complaint,  and 
upon  the  insufficiency  of  the  evidence  to  jus- 
tify the  appointment  of  appraisers.  The 
view  we  entertain  of  the  law  will  make  it 
necessary  for  us  to  consider  only  the  over- 
ruling of  the  first  of  said  objections  to  the 
amended  complaint.  This  complaint  alleged 
the  following  facts:  That  appellee  is  a  cor- 
poration organized  under  the  laws  of  this 
state,  for  the  purpose,  and  engaged  in  the 
business,  of  supplying  the  town  of  Green- 
wood and  its  inhabitants  with  water,  elec- 
tric light,  and  other  public  conveniences; 
that  appellant  Horace  E.  Kinney  is  the  own- 
er of  a  particular  described  tract  of  real 
estate ;  that,  immediately  south  of  the  same, 
appellee  owns  a  tract  upon  which  is  situ- 
ated the  plant  and  machinery  wherein  and 
whereby  electricity  is  generated  and  water 
is  pumped  for  the  use  of  said  town  and  its 
inhabitants;  that  the  main  track  of  the 
I»uisville  division  of  the  Pittsburg,  Cincin- 
nati, Chicago,  ft  St.  Louis  Railway  Com- 
pany runs  immediately  east  of  and  adjoin- 
ing both  of  said  tracts ;  that  appellee  desires 
to  condemn  and  appropriate  a  right  of  way 
over  and  across  all  of  Kinney's  said  real 
estate,  to  be  used  by  it  in  connection  with 
and  for  the  purpose  of  its  said  business,  and 
more  particularly  for  the  extension  and  con- 
struction of  a  side  track  from  said  main 
trsck  to  its  plant,  to  be  used  in  transport- 
in);  freight  to  and  from  said  plant;  that  a 
>ide  track  leading  from  the  west  side  of 
26L.RA.(N.S.) 


said  main  track  to  a  certain  grain  elevator 
and  lumber  yard  was  constructed  about 
twenty  years  ago,  to  be  used  in  loading  and 
unloading  freight  handled  by  said  railway 
company,  and  ever  since  its  construction 
said  side  track  has  been  so  used  by  the  pro- 
prietor of  said  elevator  and  yard;  that, 
after  the  construction  of  said  side  track,  a 
flouring  mill  was  erected  on  a  tract  of 
ground  adjacent  to  said  railroad,  and  im- 
mediately south  of  said  elevator  and  coal 
and  lumber  yard,  and  north  of  the  tract 
owned  by  appellant  Kinney;  that  upon  the 
completion  of  said  flouring  mill,  said  side 
track  was  extended  past  the  same  to  the 
north  line  of  the  Kinney  land,  and  ever 
since  has  been  used  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
mill  in  loading  and  unloading  freight 
shipped,  or  ready  to  be  shipped,  over  the 
lines  of  said  railway  company;  that  appel- 
lee desires  and  intends  to  extend  said  side 
track  over  and  across  the  Kinney  land  and 
a  part  of  its  own  land;  that  said  side  track 
as  now  constructed  and  used  is  a  constitu- 
ent, convenient,  and  necessary  part  of  the 
railway  system  of  said  company,  and  un- 
der its  constant  management  and  control, 
and  open  to  the  public  for  common  carrier 
purposes;  that,  if  said  side  track  should  be 
extended  as  contemplated,  appellant  Kin- 
ney, and  all  subsequent  owners  of  his  real 
estate,  and  the  public  generally,  will  have 
the  right  to  use  the  same  upon  equal  terms, 
for  the  transportation  of  freight,  and  ap- 
pellee will  have  no  right  or  privilege  con- 
nected with  said  side  track  different  from 
those  of  other  persons  haviifg  occasion  to 
use  the  same  in  loading  and  unloading 
freight,  and  said  extended  track  will  be  and 
become  a  convenient  and  necessary  part  of 
said  railway  company's  railway  system; 
that  the  proposed  extension  of  said  track, 
and  the  appropriation  of  a  right  of  way 
therefor,  are  necessary  for  the  proper  and 
successful  operation  of  appellee's  business 
and  for  the  transportation  of  coal  and  oth- 
er commodities  to  and  from  its  said  plant; 
that  it  is  now  compelled  to  transport  fuel 
and  other  supplies  more  than  400  feet  by 
means  of  teams  and  wagons  at  great  incon- 
venience and  expense,  which  would  be  ma- 
terially reduced  by  the  construction  of  said 
side  track;  that  appellant  Kinney  is  the 
owner  in  fee  of  the  real  estate  described,  a 
part  of  which  appellee  seeks  to  appropriate 
for  a  right  of  way;  that,  prior  to  the  com- 
mencement of  this  proceeding,  appellee  en- 
deavored to  purchase  said  real  estate  and 
right  of  way  of  appellant;  but  that  they 
were  unable  to  agree  upon  the  purchase  of 
the  same;  that  Laura  E.  Kinney  is  the  wife 
of  appellant  Horace  E.  Kinney,  and  as  such 
claims  some  interest  in  said  real  estate. 
Appellant's   first  objection   to   this  com- 
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plaint  was  that  it  does  not  state  facts  suf- 
ficient to  constitute  a  cause  of  action.  The 
power  of  eminent  domain — tlie  right  to  ap- 
propriate for  public  use  the  private  prop- 
erty of  the  citizen  against  his  will — has 
been  characterized  as  a  "very  high  and  dan- 
gerous one,"  and  appellee  cannot  exercise 
that  power  for  the  purpose  named  in  this 
proceeding  unless  it  is  able  to  show  clear 
legislative  authority  for  so  doing.  Prather 
V.  Jeffersonville,  M.  &  I.  R.  Co.  62  Ind.  IG, 
36;  Allen  v.  Jones,  47  Ind.  438,  442;  Min- 
nesota Canal  &  Power  Co.  v.  Koochiching 
Co.  97  Minn.  429,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  638,  107 
N.  W.  4P5,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1182;  West- 
ern U.  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co. 
(C.  C.)  120  Fed.  362.  Waterworks  com- 
panies may  condemn  and  appropriate  lands 
"for  the  source  of  supply,  the  pumping  sta- 
tions, the  settling  basins,  the  filtering  ba- 
sins or  tanks,  the  storage  reservoir,  the 
supply  mains,  the  delivery  reservoir,  tank 
or  stand  pipes,  and  the  delivery  mains,  any 
or  all  of  these,  and  the  necessary  lines  of 
pipe  connecting  them."  Acts  1895,  chap. 
123,  p.  243,  §  1  (Burns's  Anno.  Stat.  1908, 
§  6123).  At  the  time  this  action  was  com- 
menced, electric  lighting  companies,  except 
such  as  are  organized  to  produce  electricity 
by  water  power,  under  Acts  1907,  p.  277, 
chap,  172,  wera  not  clothed  with  the  power 
of  eminent  domain.  It  is  admitted  by  coun- 
sel that  the  right  asserted  by  appellee  is 
based  upon  the  provisions  of  §  256  of  the  act 
of  1905  concerning  municipal  corporations 
(Acts  1905,  chap.  129,  p.  398;  Burns's 
Anno.  Stat.  1008,  §  8941),  which  reads  as 
follows:  "Any  corporation  engaged  in  the 
business  of  providing  any  city  or  town  and 
its  inhabitants  with  water,  sewerage,  gas, 
electric  light,  heat,  power,  or  other  public 
convenience,  as  provided  for  in  the  last  two 
sections,  shall  have  the  right  to  acquire 
such  real  estate  and  rights  of  way,  whether 
within  or  without  the  limits  of  such  city  or 
town,  as  may  be  necessary  for  its  business, 
under  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  as  fully 
as  if  the  law  in  relation  to  such  right  were 
incorporated  in  this  act  and  made  a  part 
of  the  same."  Section  254  of  this  act 
(Burns's  Anno.  Stat.  1908,  §  8939)  which 
is  referred  to  in  the  section  above  quoted, 
authorizes  a  city  or  town  to  enter  into  a 
contract  with  any  person  or  corporation  to 
furnish  it  and  its  inhabitants  with  water, 
motive  power,  heat,  or  light. 

Appellant's  counsel  criticize  the  averments 
of  the  complaint  with  reference  to  this  sub- 
ject; but,  if  the  complaint  were  otherwise 
sufficient,  its  allegations  in  this  connection 
doubtless  might  be  treated  as  uncertain  and 
defective,  rather  than  wholly  wanting,  With 
respect  to  a  material  matter.  It  is  earnest- 
ly and  ablv  argued  that  §  256,  supra,  which 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


purports  to  confer  the  power  of  eminent  do- 
main upon  certain  '  private  corporations, 
contravenes  §  19,  art.  4,  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  state,  for  the  reason  that  this  sec- 
tion is  not  covered  by  or  germane  to  the 
title  of  the  act.  Commendable  labor  and 
ability  have  been  employed  in  presenting 
this  question;  but  its  decision  will  not  be 
necessary  to  a  final  determination  of  this 
cause,  and  hence,  under  well-settled  rules, 
it  will  not  be  considered.  Hewitt  v.  State, 
171  Ind.  283,  286,  86  N.  E.  63;  Montpelier 
V.  Mills,  171  Ind.  176,  182,  85  N.  E.  6.  The 
section  in  question,  if  valid,  empowers  ap- 
pellee to  acquire  by  condemnation  proceed- 
ings only  such  real  estate  and  rights  of  way 
as  may  be  necessary  for  its  business.  The 
right  to  talce  private  property  by  the  power 
of  eminent  domain  rests  upon  the  theory 
that  all  property  is  held  subject  to  the 
right  of  the  public  to  demand  its  use  when 
necessary  for  the  general  benefit.  The  pow- 
er is  inherent  in  the  sovereign  and  may  be 
delegated;  but  the  delegated  power  can  be 
exercised  only  within  the  strict  terms  of 
the  grant.  The  burden  is  therefore  devolved 
upon  appellee  in  this  case  to  show  affirma- 
tively a  grant  of  power  for  the  specific  pur- 
pose for  which  it  proposes  to  appropriate 
appellant's  property.  15  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc. 
p.  667,  and  cases  there  cited. 

Appellee's  complaint,  in  terms,  alleges 
that  the  proposed  appropriation  and  side- 
track extension  are  necessary  to  the  con- 
duct of  its  business;  but  the  allegation  of 
such  necessity  is  manifestly  a  mere  con- 
clusion of  the  pleader.  It  appears  from  the 
averments  of  the  complaint  that  appellee  is 
now  operating  its  plant  and  engaged  in  fur- 
nishing Greenwood  and  its  inhabitants  with 
water,  electric  light,  and  other  conveniences, 
and  in  the  conduct  of  its  business  trans- 
ports fuel  and  other  supplies  from  the  rail- 
road to  its  plant  by  means  of  teams  and 
wagons.  Appellee  voluntarily  chose  the  lo- 
cation for  the  power  plant,  and,  if  a  rail- 
road side-track  connection  were  indispensa- 
ble or  absolutely  necessary  to  its  operation, 
we  cannot  conceive  that  the  existing  site 
would  have  been  selected.  The  facts  pleaded 
show  only  that  the  desired  track  extension 
would  aiTord  appellee  a  prudent,  economical, 
and  convenient  facility  in  connection  with 
the  carrying  on  of  its  business,  which  irould 
enable  it  either  to  make  greater  profits,  or 
to  serve  its  patrons  at  lower  rates.  If  the 
statute  authorized  appellee  to  appropriate  a 
right  of  way  for  the  specific  purpose  de- 
clared in  the  complaint,  the  question  of 
necessity  would  have  been  settled  by  the 
legislative  grant;  but  here  the  authority 
delegated  is  to  take  only  such  rights  of  way 
as  are  necessary  for  the  business.  The  way 
mar  not  be  necessary  in  the  sense  that  it 
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must  be  absolutely  and  imperatively  indis- 
pensable  to  a  continuance  ot  the  business; 
but,  assuming  that  a  way  such  as  that 
sought  to  be  taken  by  appellee  was  within 
the  l^islative  intent,  its  use  must  be  made 
to  appear  at  least  reasonably  necessary  to 
the  performance  of  the  charter  powers  and 
public  obligations  of  the  corporation.  No 
such  necessity  is  here  shown.  Creston  Wa- 
terworks Co.  ▼.  McGrath,  89  Iowa,  602,  66 
X.  W.  680;  Spring  Valley  Waterworks  v. 
San  Mateo  Waterworks,  64  Cal.  123,  28  Pac. 
447;  Leisse  y.  St.  Louis  A.  I.  M.  R.  Co.  2 
Mo.  App.  105;  Gaines  v.  Lunsford,  120  Qa. 
370,  102  Am.  St.  Rep.  109,  47  S.  E.  967; 
Detroit  v.  Daly,  68  Mich.  503,  37  N.  W.  11 ; 
Erie  R.  Co.  v.  Steward,  61  App.  Div.  480, 
70  N.  Y.  Supp.  698 ;  Erie  R.  Co.  v.  Steward, 
170  N.  Y.  172,  63  N.  E.  118;  Pere  Mar- 
quette R.  Co.  T.  United  States  Gypsum  Co. 
154  Mich.  290,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  181,  117  N. 
W.  733. 

The  way  sought  to  be  condemned  over 
appellant's  lands  is  plainly  not  for  the  use 
of  appellee,  but  for  the  Pittsburg,  Cincin- 
nati, Chicago,  &  St.  Louis  Railway  Com- 
pany; and  the  complaint  avers  that  the 
proposed  track,  when  constructed,  is  to  be 
under  the  control  and  operation  of  said 
company,  and  to  become  a  constituent  part 
of  its  railway  system.  We  intimate  no 
opinion  as  to  the  right  of  the  railway  com- 
pany to  condemn  lands  for  the  purpose  de- 
clared in  appellee's  complaint;  but  appel- 
lee' is  not  authorized  by  its  charter  to  con- 
struct or  to  operate  a  railroad,  and  it  does 
not  propose  to  do  so,  and  in  our  opinion  it 
has  no  power  to  condemn  such  a  right  of 
way  for  the  use  of  another  corporation. 
Swinney  v.  Ft.  Wayne,  M.  &  C.  R.  Co.  59 
Ind.  205,  219. 

The  legislature,  by  the  use  of  the  lan- 
guage "real  estate  and  rights  of  way,"  in 
the  statute  hereinbefore  quoted,  doubtless 
intended  such  only  as  may  be  reasonably 
necessary  to  water  and  light  companies  for 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  their 
works,  and  for  the  laying  and  maintenance 
of  their  pipe  lines,  mains,  and  conduits,  and 
for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  their 
poles,  wires,  and  other  proper  structures 
and  appliances,  and  not  such  ways  of  rail- 
way communication  as  might  become'  ex- 
pedient and  desirable  because  of  an  unfa- 
vorable location  of  the  power  plant,  volun- 
tarily chosen.  If  a  right  of  way  for  a  stub 
Kwitch  can  be  condemned  by  appellee  for 
the  uses  contemplated  in  this  proceeding,  in 
order  to  make  an  extension  of  a  few  hun- 
dred feet,  then,  by  parity  of  reasoning,  this 
power  may  be  employed  to  secure  a  way 
for  a  connecting  track  of  any  length,  since 
the  allied  "necessity"  would  naturally  in- 
crease with  the  distance  to  be  traversed. 
28LJl.A.(N.a) 


(The  appropriation  of  a  right  of  way  for 
the  uses  and  purposes  declared  in  appel- 
lee's complaint  is  not,  in  our  opinion,  with- 
in the  purview  of  any  statute  of  this  state 
purporting  to  clothe  water  or  light  compa- 
nies with  the  power  of  eminent  domain, 
and  the  court  erred  in  overruling  the  first 
objection  of  appellant  Horace  E.  Kinney  to 
the  complaint. 

The  judgment  is  reversed,  with  directions 
to  sustain  the  first  objection  of  appellant 
Horace  E.  Kinney  to  the  complaint. 


IOWA  SUPREME  COURT. 

MINERVA  B.  WALTERS  et  al. 

V. 

CITY  OF  MARSHALLTOWN,  Appt 

(—  Iowa,  — ,  120  K.  W.  1046.) 

Municipal     cM>rporation  —  Interference 
with  stream  —  liability. 

1.  A  municipality  which,  acting  under 
statutory  authority  and  with  ordinary  skill 
and  prudence,  raises  the  grade  of  a  street 
so  as  to  confine  flood  water  of  a  stream  to 
the  channel,  is  not  liable  for  injury  thereby 
inflicted  upon  lower  riparian  property  by 
the  increased  flow  of  water  over  it. 
Water  —  flooding  neighboring  property 

nnduly. 

2.  To  render  one  liable  for  casting  the 
flood  water  of  a  river  onto  other  riparian 
property  by  the  erection  of  an  embankment 
upon  his  own,  the  amount  of  water  upon  the 
other  property  must  be  unduly,  as  well  as 
materially,  increased. 


(May  6,   1900.) 


Ifote.  —  LiabiUty  of  municipality  for 
confining  flood  water  within  bantea 
of  stream,  to  injury  of  riparian  own- 
era. 

A  discussion  of  the  general  question  as 
to  the  rights  of  a  riparian  owner  as  against 
other  riparian  owners  to  confine  flood  wa- 
ters within  banks  of  stream  may  be  found 
in  a  case  note  to  Jefferson  v.  Hicks,  24 
L.R.A4N.S.)  214.  As  was  said  in  that  note, 
it  is  undoubtedly  the  general  rule  that  a 
riparian  proprietor  has  no  right  to  erect  a 
levee  or  artiflcial  bank  along  the  margin  ot 
a  stream,  which  will  cause  superabundant 
water,  in  time  of  ordinary  floods,  to  flow  up- 
on or  injure  the  lands  of  the  opposite  or 
other  riparian  proprietors.  This  rule,  it 
will  be  noted,  in  so  far  as  it  was  applica- 
ble between  individuals,  was  also  recog- 
nized in  Walters  v.  Marshalltown,  and 
the  court,  therefore,  in  holding  the  munic- 
ipality not  liable  in  the  above  case,  merely 
makes  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 
Whether  the  step  taken  by  the  court  wai 
a  proper  one  is  difficult  to  say,  but,  to  say 
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APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Marshall 
County  in  plaintiffs'  favor  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  the  casting 
upon  plaintiffs'  land  of  flood  water  of  a 
natural  stream  by  the  alleged  unlawful  rais- 
ing of  the  grade  of  a  public  street.  {Re- 
versed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 


Messrs.  F.  E.  Northnp  and  C.  H.  Tan 
liaw  for  appellant. 
Messrs.    Boardman    &   Kiawrenoe,    for 

appellees : 

A  city  which  establishes  a  grade  in  such 
manner  that  a  natural  water  course  is 
dammed  up,  without  adequate  provision  be- 
ing made  to  carry  off  the  water,  is  liable  if 
thereby  the  natural  drainage  is  destroyed. 


the  least,  no  authority  has  been  found  which 
directly  supports  the  court  in  its  decision. 

A  special  search  for  cases  involving  the 
liability  of  municipal  corporations  for  con- 
fining flood  waters  within  the  banks  of  a 
stream  to  the  injury,  by  overflow,  of  other 
riparian  proprietors,  has  revealed  but  few, 
and  although  these  cases  are  possibly  dis- 
tinguishable from  Waltebs  v.  Mabshaix- 
TOWN,  they  are  certainly  far  from  authority 
for  that  case.  Among  these  cases  is  Ord- 
way  v.  Canisteo,  66  Hun,  569,  21  N.  Y. 
Supp.  835,  where  it  appeared  that  a  city, 
in  order  to  protect  itself  from  the  flood 
waters  of  a  stream,  constructed  a  line  of 
piling,  higher  than  the  natural  banks,  some 
distance  within  the  stream,  which  resulted, 
because  of  the  additional  water  confined, 
and  its  acceleration,  in  the  overflowing  of  a 
lower  riparian  owner's  land,  causing  parts 
of  it  to  be  cut  away  and  other  parts  to  be 
covered  with  gravel.  After  saying  that 
there  could  be  no  question  but  that,  if  the 
defendant  had  been  a  private  person  who 
had  sought  thus  to  protect  his  own  land  at 
the  expense  of  his  adjoining  proprietor,  he 
would  have  been  liable  for  all  the  injury 
caused  to  the  latter  by  reason  of  such  acts 
on  his  part,  and  that  this  case  was  clearly 
not  within  the  principle  of  those  cases 
where  the  work  authorized  or  directed  by 
law  was  special  in  its  character,  and  re- 
quired to  M  done  in  a  particular  place,  and 
within  very  narrow  limits  of  discretion,  and 
where  the  resulting  damage  was  temporary 
and  purely  consequential,  the  court  con- 
tinued: "In  this  case  the  infringement  of 
the  plaintiff's  right,  viz.,  to  have  the  stream 
which  flowed  through  his  land  continued  to 
flow  in  its  natural  channel,  direction,  and 
volume  as  it  had  been  accustomed  to  flow, 
was  direct  and  immediate,  and  the  damage 
complained  of  was  certain  to  result  there- 
from in  a  time  of  flood,  and  was  permanent 
in  its  character.  .  .  .  Granting  to  the 
defendant  full  authority  to  take  such  ac- 
tion as  might  be  necessary  and  proper  to 
protect  its  property  and  that  of  its  in- 
habitants from  the  floods, — ^^et  even  here 
the  principle  applies  that  it  is  bound  so  to 
use  its  own  as  not  to  injure  another's,  so 
to  protect  its  own  that  the  loss  and  damage 
which  it  averts  from  itself  is  not  cast  upon 
another.  There  is,  in  truth,  no  principle 
upon  which  a  municipal  corporation  can 
claim  immunity  from  such  liability  as 
would  attach  to  an  individual  for  acts  in 
disregard  of  the  rights  of  others,  such  as  are 
portrayed  in  this  case." 

.Another  case  of  interest  in  this  connec- 
tion is  Spelman  v.  Portage,  41  Wis.  144, 
where  it  was  held  that  a  city  constructine 
26  L.RA.{N.S.) 


a  street  without  culverts  or  drains,  prevent- 
ing thereby  the  waters  of  a  river,  in  times 
of  flood,  from  passing  in  their  natural 
course  into  another  neighboring  river,  and 
causing  land  to  be  overflowed  and  injured, 
is  liable  in  damages  to  the  owner  of  the 
land.  The  court  said:  "In  the  case  before 
us  it  is  obvious  that  the  waters  which 
were  obstructed  were  not  surtace  waters. 
They  were  the  waters  of  the  Wisconsin  riv- 
er, which,  in  its  usual  high  stages,  were 
accustomed  to  flow  across  this  bottom  into 
the  Baraboo  river.  The  effect  of  the  r«ad 
obviously  would  be  to  dam  these  waters, 
and  proper  and  sufficient  culverts  should 
have  been  provided  for  passing  the  waters 
through  the  embankment.  But,  because  the 
road  was  negligently  and  unskilfully  built, 
DO  such  provision  was  made  for  the  flow  of 
the  waters  in  their  natural  course.  It 
seems  to  us  the  city  was  liable  for  damages 
accruing  from  the  negligent  and  improper 
manner  of  constructing  the  highway.  The 
position  that  the  city  authorities,  in  mak- 
ing the  street,  were  acting  judicially,  so 
that  the  city  would  not  be  liable  even  if  the 
work  was  negligently  done,  is,  we  think,  too 
manifestly  unsound  to  require  argument  in 
its   refutation." 

So,  in  Barden  v.  Portage,  79  Wis.  126,  48 
N.  W.  210,  where  a  city  in  pursuance  of  t 
statute  authorizing  the  construction  of  a 
levee  along  the  bank  of  a  river  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reclaiming  the  lands  subject  to  over- 
flow and  protecting  the  highways,  built  a 
levee  only  part  of  uie  way,  closing  up  sever- 
al channels  for  the  escape  of  flood  water, 
but  refused  to  extend  the  levee  along  the 
low  banks  of  a  lower  riparian  owner,  it 
was  held  that  such  city  was  liable  in  dam- 
ages to  the  lower  riparian  owner,  it  ap- 
pearing that  in  consequence  o£  the  building 
of  the  levee,  and  thus  defeating  the  very 
object  of  the  statute,  an  increased  volume 
of  water  was  thrown  upon  his  land.  The 
court  in  this  case  said  that  the  idea  that 
valuable  farms  can  be  submerged  and  des- 
troyed under  an  act  of  the  legislature  made 
especially  for  their  protection  from  floods, 
and  the  owners  can  have  no  redress,  is  too 
preposterous  to  be  entertained  by  any  legal 
mind. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  in  Jefferson 
V.  Hicks  (Okla.)  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  214,  102 
Pac.  79,  the  defendant  was'  a  municipal 
corporation,  and  that  no  distinction  was 
therein  made  between  such  and  other  ripari- 
an owners;  in  fact  the  court  called  especial 
attention  to  the  two  Wisconsin  cases  abovs 
set  out,  as  directly  in  point  and  supporting 
the  doctrine  followed. 
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EUia  V.  Iowa  City,  29  Iowa,  229 ;  Ross  t. 
CUnton,  46  Iowa,  006,  26  Am.  Rep.  169; 
Uorris  t.  Council  Bluffs,  67  Iowa,  343,  66 
Am.  Rep.  343,  25  N.  W.  274;  Wilber  v. 
Ft.  Dodge,  120  Iowa,  655,  96  N.  W.  186. 

A  riparian  owner  cannot  embank  against 
the  natural  overflow  from  an  inland  stream, 
and  thereby  cast  an  increased  volume  of 
water  upon  the  land  of  other  proprietors  to 
their  injury. 

Keck  V.  Venghause,  127  Iowa,  631,  103 
N.  W.  773,  4  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  716. 

Municipal  corporations  have  a  right  to 
build  levees  and  to  establish  a  grade,  and 
grade  their  streets  to  that  grade,  if  they 
give  adjoining  landowners  the  correspond- 
ing right  to  bring  their  lands  to  this  es- 
tablished grade,  otherwise  not. 

Hoard  v.  Des  Moines,  62  Iowa,  326,  17 
N.  W.  627;  Morris  v.  Council  Bluffs,  su- 
pra; Cedar  Falls  v.  Hansen,  104  Iowa,  189, 
65  Am.  St.  Rep.  439,  73  N.  W.  585;  Sullens 
T.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  74  Iowa.  659, 
7  Am.  St.  Rep.  501,  38  N.  W.  545;  Freburg 
T.  Davenport,  63  Iowa,  119,  50  Am.  Rep. 
737,  18  N.  W.  705;  Knostman  A  P.  Furni- 
ture Co.  V.  Davenport,  99  Towa,  589,  68  N. 
W.  887;  Gilfeather  v.  Council  Bluffs,  6(1 
Iowa,  310,  28  N.  W.  610;  Keck  v.  Veng- 
hause, supra. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  defendant  to  con- 
struct an  embankment  with  sufficient  open- 
ings. 

3  Famham,  Waters,  p.  2563. 

A  riparian  owner  cannot  prevent  the  nat- 
ural escape  of  waters  from  a  stream  in 
times  of  high  water. 

Carley  v.  Jennings,  131  Mich.  385,  91  N. 
W.  604;  R.  V.  Trafford,  1  Barn,  ft  Ad.  874; 
Angell,  Watercourses,  7th  ed.  g§  108  e.,  334; 
Gould,  Waters,  3d  ed.  §§  160-209;  Burwell 
V.  Hobson,  12  Gratt  322,  65  Am.  Dec.  247 ; 
13  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  687- 
696;  Houghtaling  t.  Chicago  G.  W.  R.  Co. 
117  Iowa,  640,  91  N.  W.  811;  Coulson  & 
F.  Waters,  p.  148 ;  CConnell  v.  East  Tennes- 
see, V.  ft  G.  R.  Co.  87  Ga.  246,  13  L.R.A. 
394,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  246,  13  S.  E.  489; 
Crawford  v.  Rambo,  44  Ohio  St  279,  7  N. 
E.  429;  Cairo,  V.  ft  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Brevort, 
25  L.RJi.  627,  62  Fed.  129. 

Flood  waters  of  a  stream,  in  times  of  or- 
dinary flood,  will  not  be  treated  as  surface 
water,  but  will  be  governed  by  the  rule  ap- 
plicable to  the  ordinary  waters  of  the 
stream. 

Chica^,  B.  ft  Q.  R.  Co.  v.  Emmert,  63 
Keb.  237,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  602,  73  N.  W. 
640;  Byrne  v.  Minneapolis  ft  St.  L.  R.  Co. 
38  Minn.  212,  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  668,  36  N. 
W.  339;  New  York,  C.  ft  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hamlet  Hay  Co.  149  Ind.  344,  47  N.  E. 
1060,  49  K.  E.  269;  Sparks  Mfg.  Co.  v. 
Newton,  57  N.  J.  Eq.  367,  41  Atl.  385. 
16  L.B^(NJ3.) 


A  person  has  no  right,  by  increasing  the 
flow  of  water  in  a  watercourse  beyond  its 
natural  capacity,  to  injure  an  adjoining 
or  lower  proprietor. 

Gould,  Waters,  3d  ed.  §§  218,  a.,  274; 
Jackman  v.  Arlington  Mills,  137  Mass.  277 ; 
Hicks  v.  Owensboro,  6  Ky.  L.  Rep.  226; 
Osten  V.  Jerome,  93  Mich'  196,  63  N.  W. 
7;  McKee  v.  Delaware  ft  H.  Canal  Co.  126 
N.  Y.  353,  21  Am.  St.  Rep.  740,  26  N.  E. 
306;  Oregon  Iron  Co.  v.  Trullenger,  3  Or. 
];  Clinton  v.  Myers,  46  N.  Y.  511,  7  Am. 
Rep.  373;  Noonan  v.  Albany,  79  N.  Y.  470, 
35  Am.  Rep.  540;  McCormick  v.  Horan,  81 
N.  Y.  86,  37  Am.  Rep.  479 ;  Gerrish  v.  New 
Market  Mfg.  Co.  30  N.  H.  478;  Bamsdale  t. 
Foote,  55  Wis.  660,  13  N.  W.  557 ;  Alexan- 
der V.  Winters,  23  Nev.  475,  49  Pac.  116; 
Hyatt  V.  Albro,  121  Mich.  638,  80  N.  W. 
641;  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason,  400; 
Fed  Cas.  No.  14,312. 

One  has  no  right  to  subject  the  land  of 
another  to  the  servitude  of  running  water 
to  which  it  is  not  naturally  subject,  and 
it  makes  no  difference  what  the  source  of 
the  water  may  be,  as  the  wrong  consists  in 
turning  any  water  upon  the  land,  to  its 
injury,  which  does  not  naturally  flow  there. 

Lassiter  v.  Norfolk  ft  C.  R.  Co.  126  N. 
C.  509,  3G  S.  £.  48;  Noonan  v.  Albany,  su- 
pra; Hughes  V.  Anderson,  68  Ala.  280,  44 
Am.  Rep.  147;  Jackman  v.  Arlington  Mills, 
supra;  Tillotson  v.  Smith,  32  N.  H.  90, 
64  Am.  Dec.  355;  Angell,  Watercourses,  7th 
ed.  §  335;  Nicolai  v.  Wilkins,  104  Wis. 
580,  80  N.  W.  939;  Beach  v.  Gaylord,  43 
Minn.  476,  45  N.  W.  1095;  Butler  v.  Peck, 
10  Ohio  St.  334,  88  Am.  Dec.  452;  Mullen 
V.  Lake  Drummond  Canal  &  Water  Co.  130 
N.  C.  496,  61  L.R.A.  833,  41  S.  E.  1027. 

The  real  question,  regardless  of  whether 
it  be  surface  water  or  flood  water  or  stream 
water,  is.  What  is  the  natural   drainage? 

Preston  v.  Hull,  77  Iowa,  309,  42  N.  W 
305;  Holmes  v.  Calhoun  County,  97  Iowa, 
360,  66  N.  W.  145;  Hays  v.  Hinkleman,  68 
Pa.  324. 

As  to  surface  water,  the  rule  is  that  one 
has  no  right  to  interfere  with  it  so  as  to 
divert  it  from  its  natural  course,  and  cause 
it  to  flow  upon  and  injure  land  which  other- 
wise would  not  be  subject  to  injury. 

Nininger  v.  Norwood,  72  Ala.  277,  47  Am. 
Rep.  412 ;  Sheldon  v.  Cole,  3  Ohio  Dec.  473 ; 
Garland  v.  Aurin  (Carland  v.  Aurin),  103 
Tenn.  655,  48  L.R.A.  862,  76  Am.  St.  Rep. 
609,  53  S.  W.  940 ;  Grinstead  v.  Sanders,  22 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  51,  66  S.  W.  665;  Barkley  v. 
Wilcox,  86  N.  Y.  140,  40  Am.  Eep.  519; 
Lassiter  v.  Norfolk  ft  C.  R.  Co.  supra; 
Drake  v.  Schoenstedt,  149  Ind.  90,  48  N. 
E.  629;  Mitchell  v.  Bain,  142  Ind.  604,  42 
N.  E.  230;  Fossum  v.  Chicago,  M.  ft  St. 
P.  R.  Co.  80  Minn.  9,  82  N.  W.  979;  Kauff- 
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man  v.  Griesemer,  20  Pa.  407,  67  Am.  Dec. 
437;  Gushing  v.  Pires,  124  Cal.  603,  57 
Pac.  572;  Butler  t.  Peck,  16  Ohio  St.  334, 

88  Am.  Dec.  452;  Cloverdale  v.  Smith,  12S 
Cal.  230,  CO  Pac.  851;  Waverly  v.  Page, 
105  Iowa,  225,  40  L.R.A.  405,  74  N.  W. 
038;  Wharton  v.  Stevens,  84  Iowa,  107, 
15  L.R.A.  030,  35  Am.  St.  Rep.  206,  50  N. 
W.  562;  Willitts  v.  Chicago,  B.  &  K.  C. 
R.  Co.  88  Iowa,  281,  21  L.R.A.  008,  55  N. 
W.  313;  Gregory  v.  Bush,  64  Mich.  44,  8 
Am.  St.  Rep.  797,  31  N.  W.  90;  Adams  v. 
Walker,  34  Conn.  406,  01  Am.  Dec.  742; 
Finkbinder  y.  Ernst,  120  Mich.  505,  86  N. 
W.  1127;  Tootle  v.  Clifton,  22  Ohio  St. 
247,  10  Am.  Rep.  732;  Boyd  t.  Conklin, 
64  Mich.  583,  62  Am.  Rep.  831,  20  N.  W. 
695;  Pfeiffer  v.  Brown,  105  Pa.  207,  44 
Am.  St.  Rep.  000,  30  Atl.  844;  Norfolk  & 
W.  R.  Co.  V.  Carter,  91  Va.  587,  22  S.  E. 
617;  East  St.  I^uis  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Eisen- 
traut,  134  111.  00,  24  N.  E.  760;  Dayton  v. 
Drainage  Comrs.  128  III.  271,  21  N.  E.  193; 
Hughes  T.  Anderson,  supra;  Hooper  v. 
Wilkinson,  15  La.  Ann.  497,  77  Am.  Dec. 
194:  Gillison  v.  Charleston,  16  W.  Va.  293, 
37  Am.  Rep.  703;  Pettigrew  v.  Evansville, 
26  Wis.  230,  3  Am.  Rep.  50. 

8io  titer*  iuo  ut  alienum  non  ladaa  ex- 
presses the  law  of  water  courses  in  all  the 
states,  and  the  law  of  surface  water  in  most 
of  them,  including  Iowa. 

Livingston   r.   McDonald,   21   Iowa,    100, 

89  Am.  Dec.  503;  Sullens  v.  Chicago,  R. 
I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  74  Iowa,  059,  7  Am.  St.  Rep. 
501,  38  N.  W.  545;  Drake  v.  Chicago,  R.  I. 
ft  P.  R.  Co.  03  Iowa,  302,  50  Am.  Rep.  740, 
19  N.  W.  215;  Wharton  v.  Stevens,  supra; 
liurwell  V.  Hobson,  12  Gratt.  322,  65  Am. 
Dec.  247;  Angel  1,  Watercourses,  7th  ed. 
§§  333,  334;  Phillips  v.  Waterhouse,  00 
Iowa,  109,  68  Am.  Rep.  220,  28  N.  W.  639. 

Tlie  rule  which  denies  to  the  upper  owner 
the  right  to  precipitate  surface  water  in 
greatly  increased  or  unnatural  quantities 
upon  his  neigl^or's  land,  to  the  substantial 
injury  of  such  land,  is  a  just  and  equitable 
rule,  and  is  favored  in  Iowa, 

Livingston  v.  McDonald  and  Sullens  ▼. 
Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  supra;  Moore  v. 
Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  75  Iowa,  283,  89 
N.  W.  300;  Noe  v.  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co. 
76  Iowa,  360,  41  N.  W.  42;  Wharton  v. 
Stevens,  supra;  Stinson  v.  Fishel,  93  Iowa, 
666,  61  N.  W.  1003;  Cedar  Falls  v.  Han- 
sen, 104  Iowa,  189,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  430, 
73  N.  W.  685. 

Everyone  ought  to  so  improve  his  own 
land  as  not  to  injure  his  neighbor's. 

Hughes  V.  Anderson;  KaufTman  v.  Griese- 
mer; Finkbinder  v.  Ernst;  and  Livingston 
V.  McDonald, — supra. 

Where  surface  water  has  a  fixed  and  cer- 
tain course,  as  a  swale,  though  it  may  be 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


narrow  or  broad,  ita  flow  cannot  be  inter- 
rupted to  the  injury  of  an  adjoining  pro- 
prietor. 

Wharton  v.  Stevens;  Waverly  v.  Page; 
and  Willitts  v.  Chicago,  B.  &  K.  C.  R.  Co., 
— supra;  F-arl  v.  De  Hart,  12  N.  J.  Eq.  283, 
72  Am.  Dec.  396;  Lambert  v.  Alcorn,  144 
HI.  313,  21  L.R.A.  611,  33  N.  E,  53. 

A  city  is  liable,  though  acting  under  a 
grade  ordinance,  if  it  destroys  the  natural 
drainage,  and  damage  ensues. 

Ellis  V.  Iowa  City,  29  Iowa,  229 ;  Ross  v. 
Clinton,  40  Iowa,  606,  20  Am.  Rep.  100; 
Morris  v.  Council  Bluffs,  07  Iowa,  343,  60 
Am.  Rep.  343,  26  N.  W.  274;  Wilber  v.  Ft 
Dodge,  120  Iowa,  565,  96  N.  W.  186. 

Ijadd,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Linn  creek  flows  in  a  northeasterly  direc- 
tion into  the  Iowa  river.  Lot  2,  belonging 
to  plaintiffs,  lies  north  of  Main  street,  and 
extends  to  the  creek  on  the  north  and  west. 
The  Chicago  &  Great  Western  Railroad  runs 
in  an  easterly  and  westerly  direction  im- 
mediately south  of  Main  street,  and  from  a 
point  immediately  south  of  plaintiffs'  east 
line  curves  southwesterly  over  Twelfth  ave- 
nue, which  extends  north  and  south,  and 
intersects  Main  street.  It  passes  over  Linn 
creek  some  8  or  10  rods  west  of  said  avenue 
on  trestle  work  283  feet  long.  The  grade 
of  the  railroad  is  considerably  above  the 
high-water  mark.  In  the  summer  of  1900 
the  city  of  Marshalltown  graded  Twelfth 
avenue  from  the  railroad  south  to  Nevada 
street,  a  distance  of  1,300  feet,  and  700  feet 
on  Nevada  street.  This  grade  was  20  feet 
wide,  and  varied  from  2%  to  4  feet  above 
the  natural  surface.  The  top  was  2  feet 
above  the  high-water  mark  of  the  creek. 
The  evidence  tended  to  show  that  there  was 
a  swale  or  depression  extending  from  the 
southwest  over  said  avenue,  before  being 
graded,  about  half  way  between  the  railway 
and  Nevada  street,  in  an  easterly  direction 
for  some  distance,  and  then  part  of  the 
water  flowing  through  it  passed  northeast- 
erly through  a  culvert  in  the  railway  em- 
bankment, and  the  rest  to  the  southwest. 
No  culverts  or  water-ways  were  left  in  the 
grade.  Prior  to  its  construction,  when  the 
creek  overflowed,  the  water  passed  over 
Twelfth  avenue  as  indicated,  and,  as  the 
evidence  adduced  by  plaintiffs  tended  to 
show,  plaintiffs'  land  was  not  flooded.  Aft- 
er the  grade  was  completed,  and  about 
March  1,  1907,  Linn  creek  rose  out  of  its 
banks,  but  the  water  was  forced  back  by 
the  embankment,  so  that  it  passed  through 
the  trestle  work  of  the  railway  over  the 
creek.  There  was  a  sharp  bend  in  the  creek 
below  the  trestle  work,  and  near  the  Main 
street  bridge,  and  at  this  place  an  ice  gorge 
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wai  formed.  The  water  flooded  plaintiffs' 
land,  washing  away  the  soil  which  had  been 
fertilized  for  garden  purposes.  An  engineer 
testified  that  the  only  effect  of  the  grade 
was  to  hold  the  surface  or  overflow  water 
in  the  natural  main  channel  of  Linn  creek, 
that  an  ordinary  bridge  would  have  con- 
fined the  water  so  as  to  result  in  scouring 
out  a  channel,  and  that  a  bridge  or  trestle 
work  SCO  or  300  feet  long  would  have  been 
necessary  to  allow  the  free  passage  of  the 
water,  but  that  this  would  not  have  been 
feasible  "from  the  standpoint  of  the  future 
improvement"  of  the  addition  east  of  the 
highway.  The  court  instructed  the  jury 
that  "the  defendant  city,  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  embankment  for  a  roadway  in 
Twelfth  avenue,  was  required  to  use  rea- 
sonable and  ordinary  care  in  providing  suit- 
able and  necessary  culverts  or  water-ways 
for  the  passage  of  any  considerable  body  of 
water  that  might  accumulate  above  the  em- 
bankment, seeking  an  outlet  to  the  east  in 
the  liaual,  ordinary,  and  natural  way;  or 
the  defendant  city  was  required  to  use  rea- 
sonable and  ordinary  care  in  tiie  construc- 
tioh  of  said  embankment  to  provide  neces- 
sary and  suitable  culverts  or  water-ways 
to  allow  the  escape  of  any  large  or  consid- 
erable overflow  of  Linn  creek  in  the  ordi- 
nary and  usual  direction  said  overflow  was 
wont  to  flow  or  run." 

Both  this  instruction  and  the  rulings  by 
which  evidence  concerning  the  effect  ot 
openings  in  the  grade  was  admitted  are 
criticized  on  the  ground  that  the  city  was 
not  required  to  provide  culverts  or  water- 
ways, but  might  confine  the  water  in  the 
channel  of  the  creek,  regardless  of  the  ef- 
fect on  land  farther  down  the  stream.  As 
between  individuals,  this  court,  upon  full 
consideration,  has  held  that  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor may  not  embank  against  the  natural 
overflow  from  an  inland  stream  when  the 
effect  may  be  to  cast  an  increased  volume  of 
water  upon  other  proprietors,  to  their  in- 
jury. Keck  T.  Venghause,  127  Iowa,  520, 
103  N.  W.  773,  4  A.  ft;  E.  Ann.  Cas.  71fi. 
As  noted  in  that  case,  the  statutes  con- 
fer upon  municipalities  the  authority  to 
grade  their  streets,  and  unless  this  is  done 
in  a  negligent  manner,  no  liability  attaches. 
IToard  v.  Des  Moines,  62  Iowa,  326,  17  N. 
W.  527;  Morris  ▼.  Council  Blufl's,  67  Iowa, 
343,  56  Am.  Rep.  343,  25  N.  W.  274.  In 
other  words,  the  city  is  not  liable  for  con- 
sequential damages  for  grading  its -streets 
if  the  work  is  performed  with  ordinary  skill 
and  prudence.  Wallace  v.  Muscatine",  4  Gr 
Greene,  373,  61  Am.  Dec.  131 ;  Creal  v.  Keo- 
kuk, 4  G.  Greene,  47 ;  Cotes  v.  Davenport,  9 
Iowa.  227;  Tcmplin  v.  Iowa  City,  14  Iowa, 
59,  81  Am.  Dec.  455;  Ellis  v.  Iowa  City, 
29  Iowa,  229;  Russell  v.  Burlington.  30 
26  L.R.A.m.S.» 


Iowa,  202 ;  Van  Pelt  v.  Davenport,  42  Iowa, 
308,  20  Am.  Rep.  022;  Ross  v.  Clinton,  40 
Iowa,  606,  26  Am.  Rep.  169;  Hoffman  v. 
Muscatine,  113  Iowa,  332,  85  N.  W.  17. 
See  Knostman  &  P.  Furniture  Co.  v.  Daven- 
port, 09  Iowa,  589,  68  N.  W.  887.  The 
statement  that  the  fule  which  obtains  be- 
tween individuals  is  applicable  to  cities, 
to  be  found  in  Collins  v.  Keokuk,  91  Iowa, 
293,  59  N.  W.  200,  was  not  essential  to  the 
decision,  and,  as  none  of  the  cases  cited 
therein  were  in  point,  may  be  rejected  as 
dictum.  The  difference  in  situation  and 
title  sulTiciently  differentiates  the  rule  from 
that  applied  to  a  country  road.  See  Holmes 
V.  Calhoun  County,  07  Iowa,  360,  66  N. 
W.  145.  And,  where  damage  is  suffered  be- 
cause the  lot  has  not  been  brought  to  grade, 
the  case  is  one  damnum  absque  injuria. 
Monarch  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Omaha,  C.  B.  ft  8.  R. 
Co.  127  Iowa,  511,  103  N.  W.  403.  There 
are  expressions  in  Damour  v.  Lyons  City, 
44  Iowa,  276,  to  the  contrary;  but  that 
these  were  without  the  purpose  of  overruling 
previous  decisions  appears  from  the  state 
ment  that  "when  tlie  plaintiff  proves  that 
the  city  has  undertaken  to  provide  for  the 
surface  water,  and  has  done  it  negligently 
and  improperly,  whereby  he  has  sustained 
damages,  lie  makes  out  a  prima  facie  case." 
This  principle  had  been  fully  stated  by  the 
justice  writing  the  opinion  in  the  then 
recent  case  of  Van  Pelt  v.  Davenport,  su- 
pra, and  this  circumstance,  together  with 
the  fact  that  it  has  l)een  uniformly  adhered 
to  since,  leaves  no  doubt  that  the  design 
was  not  to  disturb  previous  decisions,  and 
that  the  liability  of  a  city  or  town  for  in- 
jury resulting  from  making  authorized 
street  improvements  must  .  be  predicated 
upon  negligent  or  unskilful  performance. 
Reverting  to  the  facts  of  the  case  before  us, 
it  will  be  recalled  that  there  were  no  open- 
ings in  the  grade.  The  duty  of  the  city  to 
provide  culverts  or  water-ways  for  the  over- 
flow waters  from  Linn  creek  is  assumed  In 
the  instruction,  the  very  point  the  city  was 
contesting;  and  the  only  question  submit- 
ted was  whether  reasonable  care  had  been 
exercised  in  providing  suitable  culverts  or 
water-ways  for  its  passage  "in  the  usual, 
ordinary,  or  natural  way,"  or  "in  the  ordi- 
nary and  usual  direction  said  overflow  was 
wont  to  flow  or  run."  The  issue  which 
should  have  been  presented  was  whether,  in 
view  of  the  topography  of  that  neighbor- 
hood and  the  existing  improvements  and 
the  character  of  the  stream,  the  city  was 
guilty  of  any  want  of  ordinary  skill  and 
prudence  in  grading  the  street  without  cul- 
verts or  other  water-ways  for  tlie  passage 
of  overflow  water  from  the  creek.  If  so, 
and  in  consequence  thereof  plaintiffs  were 
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injured  in  their  property,  the  city  was  lia- 
ble; btkerwise  not. 

2.  In  the  eleventh  instruction  the  jury 
was  told  that  if  the  failure  to  provide  suit- 
able culverts  or  water-ways  resulted  in 
throwing  "larger  and  increased  volumes  of 
water"  upon  plaintiffs'  land  at  the  time  of 
the  flood  about  March  1,  1907,  than  would 
have  been  thrown  without  said  embank- 
ment, and  such  increased  volume  of  water 
caused  injury  thereto,  recovery  should  be 
awarded.  This  was  repeated  in  substance 
in  the  twelfth  instruction,  but  the  thir- 
teenth instruction  was  to  the  effect  that, 
even  though  the  city  did  not  exercise  ordi- 
nary care  in  providing  culverts  or  water- 
ways through  the  embankment,  "yet,  if  such 
want  of  culverts  did  not  materially  increase 
the  amount  of  water  overflowing  the  plain- 
tiffs' premises,  then  the  defendant  would 
not  be  liable."  The  criticism  is  that  the 
jury  was  not  told  that  the  volume  of  water 
thrown  on  plaintiff's  land  must  have  been 
"materially  and  unduly  increased."  This 
thought  was  not  included  in  the  first  two 
instructions,  but  all  three  should  be  read 
together,  and,  when  this  is  done,  no  doubt 
is  left  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  volume 
being  materially  increased  having  been 
clearly  indicated  to  the  jury.  Ordinarily 
"unduly"  is  coupled  with  "materially"  in 
such  cases;  that  is,  the  volume  of  water 
must  have  been  "materially  and  unduly" 
increased.  Sheker  v.  Macho veo  (Iowa)  110 
N.  W.  1055.  "Unduly,"  as  used  in  this 
connection,  means  excessively  or  dispropor- 
tionately, and  is  not  synonymous  with  "ma- 
terially." We  should  not  be  inclined  to 
reverse  the  judgment  in  this  case  because  of 
the  omission,  but  direct  attention  to  it  that 
the  error  shall  not  be  repeated  on  another 
trial. 

Reversed. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 


KENTUCKY   COtJRT  OF  APPE.\I,S. 

COVINGTON  &  CINCINNATI  RAILROAD, 
TRANSFER,  &  BRIDGE  COMPANY, 
Appt., 

T. 

JOHN  MULVEY,  Admr.,  etc.,  of  John  Mul- 
vey,   Jr.,   Deceased^ 

'(—  Ky.  — ,  122  a.  W.  129.) 

Carrier  —  loading  cars  ^  daty  to  li- 
censee. 

A  railroad  company  is  not  bound  to  load 
its  cars  so  that  no  injury  will  be  caused, 
by  material  falling  from  them,  to  children 
which  it  permits  to  play  on  its  property 
near  its  tracks,  and  is  therefore  not  liable 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


for  injury  to  a  child  so  playing,  l»y  eoal 
falling  from  a  passing  car,  in  the  absence 
of  wantonness  or  recklessness. 

(November  4,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  jndgmoit 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Campbell  Coun- 
ty in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  damages  for  the  alleged  negligent 
killing  of  plaintiff's  intestate.     Reversed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.  Galvln  &  GalTln  for  appellant. 
Messrs.    Arthur    O.    Hall    and    t.    A. 
Shackelford  for  appellee. 

Clay,   C,   delivered   the  opinion   of  the 

court: 

John  Mulvcy,  as  administrator  of  John 
Mulvey,  Jr.,  deceased,  instituted  this  action 
against  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad 
Company,  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railway 
Company,  and  appellant,  the  Covington  & 
Cincinnati  Railroad,  Transfer,  &,  Bridge 
C<»npany,  to  recover  damages  for  the  death 
of  his  decedent.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  the 
testimony  the  court  gave  a  peremptory  in- 
struction in  favor  of  the  Louisville  ft  Nash- 
ville Railroad  Company  and  the  Chesapeake 
it,  Ohio  Railway  Compa^iy.  Judgment  was 
entered  in  their  favor,  and  trom  that  judg- 
ment there  is  no  appeal.  The  case  as  to  ap- 
pellant was  submitted  to  the  jury,  which  re- 


Sote.  ^  Liability  of  railroad  company 
for  injury  to  persons,  not  employees, 
caused  by  defectively  loaded  ear. 

The  question  whether  or  not,  and  under 
what  circumstances,  a  railroad  company  is 
liable  to  a  person  not  an  employee,  for  in- 
juries received  because  of  the  improper 
manner  in  which  a  car  is  loaded,  seems  to 
depend,  to  a  great  extent  at  least  upon 
whether  or  not  the  person  injured  at  the 
time  was  a  trespasser,  or  whether  he  was 
at  a  place  on  or  near  the  track,  where  from 
the  nature  of  things  persons  might  reason- 
ably be  expected. 

'thus,  in  Kansas  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Ward,  4 
Colo.  30,  a  railroad  company  was  held  liable 
to  one  who,  while  between  the  two  tracks  for 
the  purpose  of  rescuing  a  child  thought  to 
be  falling  from  a  passing  excursion  train, 
was  struck  and  injured  by  a  beam  project- 
ing from  the  side  of  a  freight  car  which, 
with  others,  without  lookout  or  signal  to 
g^ve  warning,  was  being  run  backward  on 
an  adjoining  track.  The  court  said: 
"Under  the  facts  as  testified  to  by  the  plain- 
tiff, there  was  a  question  whether  there  was 
not  a  want  of  ordinary  care,  on  the  part 
of  tl  e  defendant,  in  running  its  freight 
train  backward  within  the  city  limits,  with 
many  pedestrians  passing  along  the  side  of 
its  track,  to  and  from  the  fair,  at  the  rate 
of  speed  testified  to,  with  a  beam  projecting 
a  foot  and  a  half  beyond  the  side  of  the 
car,  without  lookout,  brakeman,  or  signal 
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turned  a  rerdict  in  favor  of  appellee  for  the 
■nm  of  (2,500.  From  that  judgment  this 
appeal  is  prosecuted.  The  failure  of  the 
trial  court  to  award  it  a  peremptory  in- 
itniction  it  the  only  ground  for  reversal 
urged  by  appellant. 

The  facts  are  as  follows:  Appellant  is 
the  owner  of  a  bridge  which  spans  the  Ohio 
river  at  Covington,  Kentucky.  It  also  owns 
and  maintains  railroad  tracks  running  from 
Seventeenth  street,  in  Covington,  through 
uid  city  and  over  said  bridge  to  points  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  It  has  locomotives  which 
it  uses  for  the  purpose  of  transporting 
trains  over  the  bridge  and  roads  owned  by 
it.  At  Fifth  and  Johnson  streets  in  Coving- 
ton, Kentucky,  there  is  a  vacant  and  unin- 
doaed  lot,  which  has  a  frontage  of  about  50 


feet  on  the  south  side  of  Fifth  street,  and  a 
depth  of  about  100  feet.  This  lot  is  bound- 
ed on  the  west  by  a  stone  wall  or  approach 
to  said  bridge,  and  on  the  east  by  an  alley. 
The  top  of  the  wall  is  about  10  feet  tibove 
its  base  or  the  level  of  the  lot.  There  are 
two  tracks  on  this  wall;  the  east  track  be- 
ing used  by  trains  going  north,  and  the  west 
track  by  those  going  south.  The  lot  in 
question  is  owned  by  appellant.  In  the  sum- 
mer time  it  has  been  used  as  a  playground 
by  children.  At  times  they  would  gather  up 
coal  on  the  tracks  and  from  cars,  and  make 
a  fire  on  the  lot  On  Decembei*  11,  1907, 
about  7:30  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  after  dark,  the 
decedent,  John  Mulvey,  who  was  then  about 
twelve  years  of  age,  in  company  with  several 
other  boys  the  same  age,  was  playing  on  the 


to  give  notice  or  warning,  and  this  ques- 
tion was  properly  submitted  to  the  jury. 
.  .  .  Being  situated  as  he  was,  the  plain- 
tiff was  hound  to  the  exercise  of  peculiar 
care  and  caution  to  keep  out  of  the  way 
of  the  defendant's  trains;  but  was  he 
bound  to  anticipate  a  departure  from  the 
U8ual  mode  of  loading  freight  cars,  and  be 
un  the, watch  for  beams  projecting  beyond 
the  sides  of  the  cars?  He  saw  the  freig'it 
train,  but  supposed  it  going  in  the  other 
direction  or 'standing  still.  Did  not  the  act 
of  the  defendant  in  running  its  train  back- 
ward, without  lookout  or  signal  on  or  from 
the  train,  contribute  to  mislead  him  ?  These 
were  questions  for  the  jury.  The  motion 
for  nonsuit  was  properly  overruled." 

A  railroad  company  was  also  held  liable 
for  injuries  received  due  to  a  projecting 
timber,  in  Hicks  v.  Pacific  R.  Co.  64  Mo. 
430.  where  it  appeared  that  the  person  in- 
jured was  merely  a  boy,  and  on  the  station 
platform  at  the  time,  although  he  was  not 
an  intending  passenger  and  had  no  business 
with  the  company  at  the  station.  In  this 
raw,  although  it  was  clearly  held  that  the 
ptTiion  injured  could  not  be  considered  a 
trespasser,  yet  the  court  recognized  that, 
I'ven  if  he  were,  they  would  not  subscribe 
to  the  doctrine  that  the  company  would  be 
liable  only  for  wanton  or  intentional  in- 
jnrifs,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  lia- 
bility would  embrace  all  such  injuries  as 
rwult  from  the  want  of  ordinary  care,  and 
that  the  care  and  caution  required  of  rail- 
road companies  in  running  their  trains  are 
commensurate  with  the  danger  to  persons 
and  property  incident  to  that  mode  of  con- 
veyance, and  the  nature  of  the  places 
through  which  they  go. 

So,  in  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Mont- 
gomery, 14  Ky.  L.  Rep.  477,  the  railroad 
company  was  held  liable  to  an  employee  who 
ivas  accustomed  to  walk  along  the  track  in 
going  to  or  from  his  work,  and  who,  while 
doing  so,  was  struck  by  the  handles  of  a 
tool  chest  which  had  been  negligently  placed 
across  a  truck  car. 

In  Iloltzinger  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  6 
Pa.  Dist.  R.  430,  a  railroad  company  run- 
ning cars  over  a  track  in  a  lumber  yard  was 
2«L.RJ^.(N.8.) 


Iield  liable  to  a  boy  who  was  injured  by 
lumber  falling  upon  him  from  one  of  the 
cars  as  it  was  being  hauled  through  the 
yard.  It  was  contended  by  the  railroad 
company  that  the  boy  was  a  trespasser  on 
property  of  the  lumber  company,  and  he 
had  placed  himself  in  a  dangerous  position, 
and  that  for  those  reasons  the  railroad  com- 
pany owed  him  no  duty.  The  court,  how- 
ever, held  that  he  could  not  be  regarded  as 
a  trespasser,  and  that,  even  if  he  was  a 
trespasser  on  the  property  of  the  lumber 
company,  the  railroad  company  was  not 
absolved  from  ordinary  care  in  the  main- 
tenance of  a  safe  and  sufficient  track,  and 
the  proper  running  of  its  engine  and  cars. 

To  the  same  effect  holds  Missouri,  K.  &  T. 
R.  Co.  V.  Scarborough,  29  Tex.  Civ.  App. 
194,  08  S.  W.  196,  where  a  boy  while  on  a 
skidway  belonging  to  a  lumber  company, 
and  a  place  where  people  frequently  congre- 
gated and  passed,  was  injured  by  a  pro- 
jecting timber  from  one  of  defendant's  pass- 
ing cars. 

In  Boston  v.  Georgia  R.  Co.  60  Ga.  339,  it 
was  recofcnized  that  a  railroad  company 
would  be  liable  to  a  person  who  was  on  their 
right  of  way  with  their  consent,  and  who, 
while  about  7  feet  away  from  the  track  to 
avoid  a  passing  freight  train,  was  strudc  on 
the  head  by  a  timber  projecting  from  a  de- 
fectively loaded  car.  It  appeared  in  this 
case  that  a  hedge  prevented  plaintiff  from 
going  a  greater  distance  away  from  the 
track,  and  that  darkness  prevented  him 
from  seeing  the  projecting  timber. 

However,  it  has  been  held  that  a  tres- 
passer along  the  railroad  tracks,  upon  being 
struck  by  a  projecting  timber  from  a  pass- 
ing car,  is  not  entitled  to  recover  dam- 
ages. Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Wade,  18 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  549,  36  S.  W.  1125. 

So,  in  Thomas  v.  Cincinnati,  N.  O.  t  T. 
P.  R.  Co.  127  Ky.  159,  105  S.  W.  370,  it 
was  held  that  a  railroad  company  is  not 
liable  to  a  trespasser  on  the  right  of  way 
for  injuries  received  from  the  falling  from 
a  passing  tender  of  a  gate  used  to  keep  coal 
back,  but  which  had  temporarily  been  laid 
on  top  of  the  coal.  The  court  in  distin- 
guishing between  the  duties  of  a  railroad 
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lot  referred  to.  Early  in  the  day  tliey  had 
built  a  fire  on  the  lot  within  a  distance  of 
4  or  5  feet  from  the  bridge  wall.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  accident  they  were  sitting 
around  the  fire  when  they  heard  a  train  ap- 
proaching from  the  south.  .This  train  con- 
sisted of  about  twenty  cars,  four  of  which 
were  loaded  with  coal.  As  the  engine  ap- 
proached, the  boys  all  ran  back  30  or  40 
feet  to  escape  Ihe  cinders  and  ashes  from  the 
engine.  Sliortly  after  the  engine  passed, 
young  Mulrey  ran  back  to  the  fire  and  took 
a  seat  thereby.  In  a  short  time  one  of  his 
companiom  called  the  attention  of  the  other 
boys  to  the  fact  that  Mulvcy  was  lying  on 
the  ground.  About  that  time  one  of  the 
boys  saw  a  dark  object  rolling  along  the 
ground  about  3  or  4  feet  from  young  Mul- 
rey's  head.  The  witness  who  testified  to 
this  fact  made  a  statement  inconsistent  with 
it,  but  on  the  trial  of  the  case  insisted  that 


he  had  seen  something  rolling  along  the 
ground  at  the  time  Mulvey  was  injured. 
When  their  attention  was  called  to  young 
Mulvey,  the  boys  rushed  to  his  assistance. 
It  was  found  that  he  had  a  wound  in  the 
top  of  his  head.  This  wound  contained 
particles  of  dirt.  Mulvey's  companions  car- 
ried him  to  his  home.  It  was  found  by  the 
physician  summoned  to  attend  him,  and  by 
the  coroner  at  the  inquest,  that  young  Mul- 
vey's neck  was  broken.  The  lump  of  oo«tl 
which  it  is  claimed  fell  from  the  car,  and 
which  was  secu  rolling  when  young  Mulvey 
was  injured,  was  picked  up  by  one  of  the 
boys,  and  later  turned  over  to  the  coroner 
as  evidence,  lliere  is  also  evidence  to  the 
effect  that  there  was  no  other  coal  on  the  lot 
at  the  time  of  the  injury.  Some  of  the  wit- 
nesses also  testified  that  the  coal  in  the  coal 
cars  was  heaped  up  in  the  center  of  the  cars. 
Appellant  proved  title  to  the  lot,  and  also 


company  to  passengers  and  employees  and 
the  duties  to  trespassers,  said:  "This 
actual  difference  is,  passengers  are  received 
at  known  times  and  expected  places.  They 
can  be  provided  for,  and  must  be.  Em- 
ployees have  designated  places  to  work,  and 
are  furnished  implements  of  the  company's 
selection  with  which  to  do  tlieir  work. 
They  perform  their  duties  at  times,  in 
places,  with  appliances,  and  under  rules  all 
governed  by  the  company.  Their  safety 
can  be  reasonably  provided  for.  But  tres- 
passers come  aud  go  at  all  times,  at  all 
places,  ungoverned  by  rules  and  unmindful 
of  duties.  The  company,  not  knowing 
when  and  where  to  look  for  them,  is  unable 
to  guard  against  every  kind  of  injury  to 
them.  Many  kinds  of  danger  to  them,  the 
most  usual,  and  at  the  most  usual  places 
of  resort  by  them,  must  be  looked  out  for, 
and  the  trespassers  protected  from  injury, 
if  then  possible,  as  we  have  repeatedly  held. 
If  they  are  seen  in  time  to  avert  their  in- 
jury, they  must  not  be  hurt,  is  the  uni- 
versal rule.  Manifestly  the  least  duty  is 
cnving  to  them  by  the  railroad  company,  not 
because  their  lives  arc  regarded  as  of  less 
value,  nor  because  they  forfeit  either  life 
or  limb  by  their  heedless  act.  The  dis- 
tinctions are  based  upon  just  grounds, — 
are  consonant  with  the  best  judicial  thought 
and  the  soundest  public  policy.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  railroad  company  were  re- 
quired at  its  peril  to  keep  a  constant  look- 
out for  trespassers  on  its  right  of  way, 
along  its  whole  route,  at  all  seasons  and 
hours,  and,  in  addition,  equip  and  manage 
its  trains  and  build  its  tracks  and  trestles 
with  the  idea  of  responsibility  to  them,  no 
longer  would  there  be  any  distinction  be- 
tween the  duty  owed  those  rightfully  and 
those  wrongfully  using  the  railroad  tracks 
and  property.  A  too  tender  regard  for  the 
latter  would  be  apt  to  work  more  injustice 
than  otherwise.  It  would,  too,  encourage  a 
species  of  lawlessness  and  reckles.*"""*  in 
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a  class  already  too  prone  to  take  all  kinds 
of  chances.  Negligpnce  is  the  antithesis 
of  duty.  Where  there  is  no  duty,  there 
cannot  be  negligence.  As  appellee  was  not 
under  the  duty  to  anticipate  appellant's 
presence  at  the  point  where  she  was  then 
hurt,  and  as  it  did  not  in  fact  know  of  her 
presence,  it  was  not  required  to  make  its 
trains  safe  as  to  her.  The  fact  that  they 
were  unsafe,  but  not  recklessly  or  wantonly 
so,  was  not,  therefore,  a  breach  of  duty  to 
her,  and  is  not  actionable  negligence." 

In  Central  R.  Co.  v.  Brinson.  70  Ga.  207, 
it  was  held  that  a  boy  over  fifteen  years  of 
age,  who  was  walking  along  the  railroad 
track  on  his  way  home  from  school,  could 
not  hold  the  railroad  company  liable  for 
injuries  received  because  of  the  projecting 
of  a  plank  from  one  of  its  cars,  where  it 
clearly  appeared  that  the  boy,  by  the  use 
of  ordinary  diligence,  could  have  avoided 
the  accident,  and  where  there  was  some 
question  whether  in  fact  the  boy  was  struck 
by  the  plank,  or  was  so  close  to  the  train 
as  to  be  struck  by  a  stirrup  holding  a  stand- 
ard on  the  car. 

The  liability  of  a  railroad  company  to 
employees  for  injuries  caused  by  defectively 
loaded  car  is  discussed  in  a  case  note  to 
Wallace  v.  Seaboard  Air  Line  R.  Co.  13 
L.R.A.(N.S.)    384. 

For  cases  on  liability  of  railroad  company 
for  personal  injuries  by  objects  thrown 
from  moving  trains,  see  case  Aote  to 
Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  t.  Eaden,  6  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  581. 

The  liability  of  a  railroad  company  for 
personal  injuries  to  a  person  struck  by 
sparks  or  cinders  escaping  from  locomotive 
is  discussed  in  a  case  note  to  Cincinnati,  N. 
O.  &  T.  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Baxter,  18  L.R.A.(N.a) 
241. 

Cases  concerning  liability  for  injuries  re- 
ceived by  projections  from  cars  not  con- 
nected with  the  loading  thereof  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  note. 
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showed  that  the  cars  containing  the  coal 
were  loaded  at  least  250  miles  from  the 
point  where  the  accident  occurred. 

In  discussing  this  case  we  may  admit  that 
there  is  some  evidence  tendirfg  to  show  that 
young  Mulvey  was  killed  by  l)eing  struck  on 
the. head  by  a  lump  of  coal  which  fell  from 
one  of  the  cars  as  the  train  passed  by.  The 
doctrine  of  the  Turntable  Cases,  of  course, 
has  no  application  to  this  case.  This  is  not 
a  case  where  a  dangerous  agency  that  was 
alluring  and  attractive  to  children  was  left 
in  such  position  that  they  could  and  would 
use  it.  Nor  is  it  a  case  where  the  premises 
were  rendered  unsafe. by  a  spring  gun  or 
any  trap  that  would  injure  a  person  if  he 
came  in  contact  with  it.  Appellee,  however, 
insists  that,  as  children  had  been  playing 
upon  the  lot  in  question  for  a  long  time, 
with  the  knowledge  or  acquiescence  of  ap- 
pellant, it  was  the  duty  of  the  latter  to  an- 
ticipate their  presence,  and  so  load  its  cars 
as  not  to  injure  any  one  of  them.  This  court 
has  gone  to  the  extent  of  holding  that  where 
a  railroad  track  runs  through  a  populous 
community,  along  or  across  streets,  where 
from  the  nature  of  things  persons  may  be 
reasonably  expected  at  any  time,  it  is  the 
duty  of  those  in  charge  of  the  train  to  have 
it  under  reasonable  control,  to  keep  a  look- 
out for  persons  using  the  track,  and  to  give 
timely  warning  of  the  approach  of  the  train. 
Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Murphy,  323  Ky.  787. 
11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  362,  97  S.  W.  729.  The 
reason  for  this  rule  is  that  the  long  and 
continued  use  of  the  track  at  the  point  in 
question  by  large  numbers  of  persons  is 
sufficient  to  indicate  a  reasonable  certainty 
that  persons  will  be  found  there.  This  rule 
has  never  been  extended  to  cases  where  there 
w^as  no  customary  use  of  the  track  at  the 
point  of  the  injury.  The  presence  of  persons 
on  the  track  l>ecftuse  of  its  customary  use 
by  the  public  being  reasonably  certain,  there 
is  a  strong  probability  of  someone's  being 
injured  unless  proper  precautions  are  taken 
to  prevent  accidents.  The  necessity  for  pre- 
caution is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  very 
movement  of  a  train  is  dangerous,  and  likely 
to  injure  those  caught  unawares.  But  the 
probability  that  a  boy,  who  with  a  few 
other  boys  plays  upon  the  private  premises 
of  a  railroad  company,  adjoining  its  right 
of  way,  will  be  in  position  to  be  struck  by 
a  liunp  of  coal  falling  from  a  passing  car, 
is  not  so  great  as  to  impose  upon  the  com- 
pany the  duty  of  loading  its  cars  with  ref- 
erence to  his  presence,  or  of  inspecting  its 
cars  to  see  that  he  is  not  injured  by  fall- 
ing coal.  Under  such  circumstances  there 
is  no  liability,  unless  the  injury  is  wanton 
or  reckless.  There  is  no  evidence  in  this 
case  to  show  either  one  of  these  prerequi- 
sites to  a  recovery.  The  death  of  the  dece- 
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dent  was  simply  the  result  of  an  unfortunate 
accident,  which  could  not  have  been  reason- 
ably anticipated  by  appellant.  We  therefore 
conclude  that  the  court  erred  in  failing  to 
give  a  peremptory  instruction  in  favor  of 
appellant. 

Judgment  reversed,  and  cause  remanded 
for  proceedings  consistent  with  this  opinion. 


NI»RASKA  SUPRESIE  .COI7RT. 

STATE  OF  NEBRASKA  EX  REL.  DON  L. 
LOVE,  Appt., 

V. 

P.   JAMES  COSGRAVE,   County   Judge. 

(85  Neb.  187,  122  N.  W.  885.) 

Statute  —  construction  ^  course  of  leg- 
islation. 

1.  In  order  to  determine  the  meaning  of 
the  language  of  an  act  of  the  legislature,  it 
is  proper  to  examine  the  course  of  legisla- 
tion upon  the  same  general  subject,  and  to 
consider  in  what  connection  and  with  what 
context  it  has  theretofore  been  employed. 
Municipal     coi-poratlon  —  ordinance  — 

force  —  construction. 

2.  Where  power  lias  been  granted  by  the 
legislature  to  a  municipal  -corporation  to  en- 
act ordinances  for  certain  purposes,  and  the 
city  acts  within  the  limits  of  that  power, 
its  action  will  be  of  equal  force  within  tiie 
corporate  limits  as  if  taken  by  the  legis- 


Headnotes  by  Letton,  J. 


Note.  — Proviaion  for  testing  election 
of  city  officer  before  city  council 
or  other  municipal  body  as  exclusive 
of  remedies  in  the  courts. 

A  provision  frequently  found  in  munici- 
pal charters  and  in  statutes  relating  to 
municipalities  is  that  the  council  of  the 
municipality  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elec- 
tion and  qualifications  of  its  own  members 
or  other  municipal  officers.  The  effect  of 
such  a  provision  on  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts  is  a  question  on  which  there  is  great 
conflict  of  authority. 

Some  courts  hold  that  such  a  provision 
ousts  the  court  of-  all  jurisdiction  to  pass 
upon  such  matters.  Foley  v.  Tyler,  101 
III.  167,  43  N.  E.  845;  Keating  v.  Stack, 
116  111.  191,  5  N.  E.  541;  Weston  v.  Pro- 
bate Judge,  69  Mich.  600,  37  N.  W.  698; 
Naiimann  v.  Citv  Canvassers,  73  Mich.  252, 
41  N.  W.  267 ;  Stearns  v.  Wyoming,  53  Ohio 
St.  352,  41  N.  E.  578.  See  also  cases  cited 
in  subdivision  below  holding  that  quo  war- 
ranto or  other  remedies  cannot  be  resort- 
ed to. 

Others  hold  that  such  a  provision  will 
prevent  the  court  from  assuming  jurisdic- 
tion under  the  general  election  law,  with- 
out passing  on  the  broader  question  whether 
any  action  would  lie,  as  it  was  not  neces- 
sarily   involved,      Linegar   t.    Rittenhouse, 
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lature  itself.  And  the  same  principles  will 
apply  in  the  construction  of  such  an  ordi- 
nance as  if  it  were  a  special  statute  upon 
the  same  subject. 

Election  —  contest  —  city  council  —  Ju- 
risdiction. 

3.  An  act  of  the  legislature  giving  the 
city  power  by  ordinance  "to  decide  contest- 
ed elections"  does  not  make  the  city  council 
the  sole  judge  of  the  election  of  its  own 
members. 

Quo     warranto  —  election     contest  ^ 
remedies.' 

4.  Under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
this  state,  the  remedy  of  contest  of  elections 
and  quo  warranto  are  cumulative  and  con- 
current. 

Statute  —  repeal  —  special  act. 

5.  While  a  special  act  upon  a  subject 
usually  modifies  a  general  act  on  the  same 


subject,  still,  if  a  remedy  provided  by  the 
later  act  is  not  incompatible  with  the  reme- 
dy provided  by  the  earlier  and  more  general 
law,  both  acts  may  stand. 

Action  ^  cumulative  remedies. 

6.  Where  a  new  remedy  is  provided  by 
statute  for  an  existing  right,  and  it  neither 
denies  an  existing  remedy,  nor  is  incom- 
patible with  its  continued  Existence,  the 
new  remedy  should  be  regarded  as  cumula- 
tive, and  the  person  seeking  redress  may 
adopt  and  pursue  either  remedy  at  his  op- 
tion. 

Election  —  contest  —  remedies. 

7.  The  right  to  contest  the  election  of  a 
city  officer  before  the  city  council  of  Lin- 
coln, under  an  ordinance  of  that  city,  and 
the  right  given  by  the  general  election  law 
to  contest  the  election  of  cify  officers  in  the 
county  court,  are  cumulative  remedies,  and 


94  111.  208;  Auchenbach/s  Election,  6  Pa. 
Ck).  Ct.  168. 

When  the  Constitution  of  a  state  pro- 
vides that  the  legislature  shall  determine 
how  contested  elections  shall  be  tried,  and 
the  legislature  provides  that  contested  elec- 
tions of  municipal  officers  shall  be  tried  be- 
fore the  municipal  council,  such  method  is 
exclusive,  and  quo  warranto  will  not  lie. 
State  V.  Berry,  47  Ohio  St  232,  24  N.  E. 
266  (but  query  as  to  whether  determina- 
tion of  council  in  a  contested  election  may 
be  reviewed  on  error).  Nor  will  the  court 
take  jurisdiction  under  the  general  elec- 
tion law.  Booth  V.  County  Ct.  18  Colo.  561, 
33  Pac.  581.  And  prohibition  will  lie  to 
prevent  the  county  court  from  assuming 
jurisdiction.     Ibid. 

But  other  courts  hold,  and  this  is  prob- 
ably the  better  rule,  that  the  power  con- 
ferred on  the  council  is  not  exclusive  of  all 
remedies  in  the  courts,  since  their  general 
jurisdiction  in  such  matters  will  not  be 
taken  away  by  mere  implication.  Doherty 
V.  Cripps,  82  Ark.  529,  102  S.  W.  394; 
State  ex  rel.  Diepenbrock  v.  Gates,  35 
Minn.  385,  28  N.  W.  927;  State  ex  rel. 
Jarvis  v.  Craig,  100  Minn.  352,  111  N. 
W.  3;  State  ex  rel.  Simpson  v.  Dowlan, 
33  Minn.  536,  24  N.  W.  188  {qumre) ; 
State  ex  rel.  Heath  v.  Kraft,  18  Or.  650, 
23  Pac.  663.  See  also  cases  cited  in  sub- 
divisions below  holding  that  quo  war- 
ranto or  other  remedies  may  be  resorted 
to,  as  they  necessarily  imply  that  the 
power  conferred  on  the  council  is  not  ex- 
clusive; and  those  cited  below  holding  that 
the  decision  of  the  council  may  be  reviewed 
on  quo  warranto  necessarily  imply  that  the 
decision  of  the  council  is  not  final. 

Such  a  provision  was  held  not  to  confer 
on  the  council  the  right  judicially  to  de- 
termine membership  in  that  body,  but  to 
limit  the  right  of  the  council  to  pass  upon 
the  fact  of  the  returns  and  the  quaUfications 
of  its  members.     Doherty  v.  Cripps,  supra. 

Where  an  election  contest  involves  the 
title  to  the  office  of  every  member  of  the 
general  council  or  aldormanic  board  of  the 
city,  or  of  a  majority  thereof,  the  contest 
must  be  conducted  under  those  sections  of 
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the  statute  providing  for  contests  in  the 
circuit  court  of  the  county  where  the  con- 
testee  resides,  and  not  under  those  sections 
providing  that  each  board  of  city  oouncil- 
men  shall  judge  of  the  eligibility  and  elec- 
tion of  its  members.  SchoU  v.  Bell,  125 
Ky.  760,  102  S.  W.  248. 

A  statutory  provision  that  the  council  of 
a  city  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  election  of 
its  members  is  not  invalid  as  giving  to  a 
council  judicial  powers  reserved  by  the 
Constitution  for  the  courts,  since  the  Con- 
stitution refers  to  state  powers  only.  Mayor 
V.  Morgan,  7  Mart.  N.  S.  1,  18  Am.  Dec.  232. 

Quo  warranto. 

Where  a  statute  or  a  municipal  charter 
provides  that  the  municipal  council  shall  be 
the  judge  of  the  election  and  qualifications 
of  its  own  members  or  of  other  municipal 
officers,  there  is  a  difl'erence  of  opinion  as 
to  whether  the  courts  have  any  jurisdiction 
over  these  matters  on  quo  warranto. 

It  is  held  by  what  is  probably  the  better 
authority  that  the  right  of  courts  possess- 
ing general  and  original  jurisdiction  to  in- 
quire by  quo  warranto,  or  information  in 
the  nature  of  quo  warranto,  into  the  au- 
thority under  which  a  person  claims  to 
exercise  the  privileges  and  perform  the 
duties  of  an  office  is  so  well  established 
that  no  doubtful  language  should  be  per- 
mitted to  take  it  away,  and  that  the  power 
given  to  the  council  to  judge  of  the  elec- 
tion and  qualifications  of  its  members  is 
cumulative  merely.  People  ex  rel.  Swift  v. 
Bingham,  82  Cal.  238,  22  Pac.  1039 
(semble)  ;  Darrow  v.  People,  8  Colo.  417, 
8  Pac.  661  {dictum) ;  People  ex  rel.  Barton 
V.  Londoner,  13  Colo.  303,  6  L.R.A.  444,  22 
Pac.  764;  People  v.  Bird,  20  111.  App.  568; 
Linegar  ▼.  Rittenhouse,  supra  (query); 
State  ex  rel.  Veile  v.  Funck,  17  Iowa,  366 
(when  council  fails  to  pass  ordinance  pro- 
viding a  method  for  the  trial  of  election 
cases,  and  query  as  to  what  the  rule  would 
be  if  they  had  passed  such  ordinance); 
State  ex  rel.  Diepenbrock  v.  Gates,  supra; 
McVeany  v.  New  York,  80  N.  Y.  185,  36 
Am.  Rep.  600  j  State  ex  rel.  Mahonev  v. 
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the  contestant  may  elect  to  proceeii  in  ci- 
ther niauner. 

(Barnes,  J.,  dissents./ 

(October   9,    ]909.) 

APPEAL  by  relator  irom  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Lancaster  County 
dismissing  s  petition  for  a  writ  of  man- 
damus to  compel  respondent,  as  county 
judge,  to  dismiss  a  certain  election  contest 
for  want  of  jurisdiction.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Flansbarg  &  Williams,  for  ap- 
pellant: 

Where  a  statute  is  inconsistent  with  an 
earlier  one,  although  the  later  statute  does 
not  refer  to  or  expressly  repeal  such  former 


statute,  yet  nevertheless,  being  the  latest 
expression  of  the  legislative  will,  it  i«  valid 
and  effectual,  notwithstanding  the  ounstitu- 
tional  provision  directing  that  the  new  act 
shall  contain  the  section  or  sections  amend- 
ed and  the  section  or  sections  so  amended 
shall  be  repealed. 

Jones  T.  Davis,  6  Neb.  33 ;  State  v.  Page, 
12  Neb.  386,  11  N.  W.  495;  State  ex  rel. 
Hamiltcn  County  v.  Wittemore,  12  Neb.  252, 
11  N.  W.  310;  State  ex  rel.  Hamilton 
County  V.  Ream,  16  Neb.  683,  21  N.  W.  398; 
State  ex  rel.  Carey  v.  Cornell,  50  Neb.  526, 
70  N.  W.  56;  Zimmerman  v.  Trude,  80  Neb. 
603,  114  N.  W.  041. 

Where  a  statute  upon  a  particular  sub- 
ject has  provided  a  special  tribunal  for  the 
determination    of    questions    pertaining   to 


McKinnon,  8  Or.  493;  Com.  v.  Allen,  70 
Pa.  465;  State  v.  Kearn,  17  R.  I.  391,  22 
Atl.  322,  1018;  State  ex  rel.  Blake  v. 
Morris,  14  Wash.  262,  44  Pac.  266  (de- 
cision of  council  prima  facie  only,  when 
council  fails  to  pass  ordinance  or  make  pro- 
vision for  carrying  on  contest)  ;  State  ex 
rel.  Anderton  v.  Kempf,  69  Wis.  470,  2 
Am.  St.  Rep.  753,  34  N.  W.  226.  See  also 
Burwell  v.  Hawkins,  92  111.  App.  469, 
infra. 

But  many  courts  hold  that  such  statutory 
or  charter  provisions  oust  the  court  of 
jurisdiction  even  on  quo  warrajito.  People 
ex  rel.  Vejar  v.  Metzker,  47  Cal.  624; 
Stine  T.  Berry,  96  Ky.  63,  27  8.  W.  809; 
Com.  ex  rel.  McCurdy  v.  Leech,  44  Pa.  332; 
.State  ex  rel.  Needles  v.  Henszey,  81  'Pa. 
101;  Com.  ex  rel.  Field  v.  Barger,  20  Phila. 
Leg.  Int.  101;  Seay  v.  Hunt,  65  Tex.  646 
(query  as  to  conclusiveness  of  determina- 
tion of  council  to  estop  mayor  elect  from 
resorting  to  constitutional  courts).  See 
also  State  v.  Berry,  supra. 

One  reason  frequently  assigned  for  so 
holding  is  that  the  language  of  such  pro- 
visions is  similar  to  that  found  in  most 
Constitutions  making  each  branch  of  the 
legitj«iture  the  judge  of  the  qualifications, 
elections,  and  returns  of  its  own  members, 
and  that,  as  it  is  well  settled  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  each  house  in  such  matters 
is  exclusive,  so  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
council  must  also  be  exclusive.  People  ex 
rel.  Vejar  v.  Metzker,  supra;  Peabody  v. 
•S:liooI  Committee,  116  Mass.  383;  Atty. 
Gtn.  ex  rel.  Gregg  y.  Sands,  68  N.  H.  64, 
«  Atl.  83. 

Courts  assigning  this  reason,  however, 
overlook  the  fact  that  the  courts  never  had 
uy  jurisdiction  to  determine  the  election 
and  qualification  of  members  of  the  legis- 
lature, because  the  people,  when  givin<;  ju- 
dicial power  to  the  courts  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, by  the  same  instrument  withdrew 
from  the  judicial  power  granted  jurisdic- 
tion over  disputes  relative  to  membership 
in  the  legislature;  whereas  the  courts  al- 
ways bad  jurisdiction  to  issue  writs  of  quo 
warranto  when  not  expressly  deprived  of 
it  bv  statute.  This  reason  is  criticized  in 
26  LlLA.(N.a)  14 


the  following  cases:  People  ex  rel.  Barton 
V.  Londoner,  supra;  Meachem  v.  New 
Brunswick,  73  N.  J.  L.  121,  62  Atl.  303; 
People  ex  rel.  Hatzel  v.  Hall,  80  N.  Y.  117; 
State  ex  rel.  Mahoney  v.  McKinnon  and 
State  ex  rel.  Anderton  v.  Kempf,  supra. 

But  it  was  held  in  State  v.  O'Brien,  47 
Ohio  St.  464,  25  N.  E.  121,  that  while  the 
power  conferred  on  the  councils  of  mu- 
nicipal corporations  to  determine  the  elec- 
tion of  their  own  members  is  exclusive, 
yet  quo  warranto  may  be  maintained 
against  a  person  who  assumes  the  exercise 
of  the  oflBce  of  member  of  the  council  from 
a  ward  which  has  no  legal  existence,  or 
under  an  election  held  without  conformity 
of  law,  since  here  the  question  is  not  which 
of  two  persons  is  duly  elected  to  an  office 
then  in  existence,  but  whether  an  office  ex- 
ists to  which  anyone  can  be  elected,  and 
whether  there  was  any  authority  to  hold 
any  election   at  all. 

And  although  the  court  has  no  authority 
to  judge  whether  the  election  was  regularly 
conducted  or  not,  when  a  city  charter  as- 
signs that  duty  to  the  council,  it  may,  on 
quo  warranto,  decide  the  question  whether 
there  was  an  office  or  vacancy  to  be  filled; 
and  when  a  ward  is  entitled  to  only  one 
representative,  and  an  additional  one  is 
elected  and  seated  by  the  council,  he  may 
be  ousted  on  a  writ  of  quo  warranto.  Com. 
ex  rel.  Yard  v.  Meeser,  44  Pa.  341. 

Although  a  city  council  is  made  the  ex- 
clusive judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its 
members,  yet  when  a  member  was  duly 
elected  and  was  ousted  by  the  council  for 
the  reason  that  he  did  not  possess  the 
necessary  qualifications,  the  court,  in  a 
proceeding  in  quo  warranto  brought  by  the 
ousted  member  against  one  appointed  to 
fill  the  vacancy,  may  determine  whether  the 
facts  alleged  to  be  a  disqualification,  if 
true,  constituted  a  disqualification  in  law. 
State  ex  rel.  Holbrock  v.  Egry,  79  Ohio  St. 
391,  87  N.  E.  269. 

^-decision  of  council  as  re«  judicata. 

The  question  sometimes  arises  whether 
the   court   has   any   jurisdiction   after   the 
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that  particular  subject,  the  jurisdiction  thus 
conferred  18  exclusive,  unless  within  the 
statute  itself  it  is  otherwise  expressed  or 
clearly  manifest^. 

Hendreschke  v.  Harvard  High  School  Dist. 
35  Neb.  400,  53  N.  W.  204;  Armstrong  v. 
Mayer,  60  Neb.  423,  83  N.  W.  401 ;  Brome  v. 
Cuming  County,  31  Neb.  362,  47  N.  W. 
1050;  United  States  v.  One  Case  Hair  Pen- 
cils, 1  Paine,  400,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  15,924; 
Montel  V.  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  39  Md. 
164;  King  v.  Jordan,  198  111.  457,  64  N. 
E.  1072. 

The  power  to  hear  election  contests  is  not 
judicial,  hut  political;  it  is  purely  statu- 
tory, and  the  statute  must  be  looked  to  in 
order  to  determine  where  the  power  and  au- 
thority to  try  contests  is  lodged. 


Linegar  v.  Rittenhouse,  94  111.  208;  Thom- 
as V.  Franklin,  42  Neb.  310,  60  N.  W.  568; 
Bell  V.  Templin,  26  Neb.  252,  41  N.  W.  1003. 

Where  power  is  conferred  upon  the  com- 
mon council  of  a  municipal  corporation  to 
provide  for  elections,  to  examine  and  can- 
vass the  returns,  and  decide  contests  grow- 
ing out  of  such  elections,  such  power  is  ex- 
clusive of  any  other  jurisdiction  to  hear 
and  determine  the  matter. 

Sterns  v.  Wyoming,  5S  Ohio  St.  352,  41 
N.  E.  578;  Weston  v.  Probate  Judge,  69 
Mich.  600,  37  N.  W.  698;  Naumann  v.  City 
Canvassers,  73  Mich.  252,  41  N.  W.  267; 
Peabody  v.  School  Committee,  115  Mass. 
383 ;  Com.  ex  rel.  MeCurdy  v.  Leech,  44  Pa. 
332;  Com.  ex  rel.  Yard  v.  Meeser,  44  Pa. 
341;   Carter  v.  Superior  Ct.  138  Cal.   150, 


council  has  taken  action  and  passed  on  the 
election  or  qualification  of  a  member  or 
municipal  officer.  This  is  a  somewhat  dif- 
ferent question  from  that  which  arises  when 
it  is  attempted  to  have  the  court  take  juris- 
diction before  the  council  has  passed  on 
the  matter,  because  in  the  latter  case  the 
defense  of  res  judicata  could  not  arise, 
while  this  is  an  additional  element  in 
former  case. 

By  what  is  probably  the  weight  of  au- 
thority, it  is  held  that  a  decision  by  the 
council  does  not  prevent  the  state,  by  quo 
warranto,  inquiring  into  the  right  of  a 
councilman  to  hold  office.  Echols  v.  State, 
66  Ala.  131;  Ham  v.  State,  156  Ala.  645, 
47  So.  126;  State  ex  rel.  Smith  v.  Ander- 
son, 26  Fla.  240,  8  So.  1;  Buckman  v.  State, 
34  Fla.  48,  24  L.R.A.  806,  15  So.  607; 
Patterson  v.  People,  65  111.  App.  651; 
Latham  v.  People,  95  111.  App.  528;  Garms 
v.  People,  108  111.  App.  631 ;  Stadc  v.  Com. 
118  Ky.  481,  81  S.  W.  917;  State  ex  rel. 
Turner  v.  Fitzgerald,  44  Mo.  425;  People 
ex  rel.  Hatzel  v.  Hall,  supra;  Com.  v. 
M'Closkey,  2  Rawle,  369.  See  also  the  two 
cases  of  State  v.  DeGress,  infra. 

However,  though  the  provision  in  the 
charter  does  not  oust  the  supreme  court  of 
jurisdiction,  it  does  give  judicial  power  in 
the  matter  to  the  board  of  aldermen,  and 
where  a  person  claiming  to  be  a  member 
of  the  board  instituted  a  proceeding  before 
it  wherein  it  was  adjudged  that  he  was  not 
elected,  and  that  as  against  him  another 
was,  such  adjudication  until  reversed  is  a 
bar  to  further  proceeding  by  him,  so  far 
as  his  private  interest  is  concerned,  al- 
though it  is  not  a  bar  to  an  action  of  quo 
warranto  or  its  Code  equivalents,  to  test 
the  right  of  the  public.  People  ex  rel. 
Hatzel  V.  Hall,  supra.  See  also  Patterson 
V.  People,  supra,  where  such  distinction 
was  also  recognized. 

Other  courts  hold  that  the  decision  of 
the  council  is  final,  and  cannot  be  reviewed 
on  quo  warranto.  Massey  v.  P>K>ple,  201 
111.  409,  66  N.  E.  392;  People  ex  rel.  Dafoe 
V.  Harshaw,  60  Mich.  200,  1  Am.  St  Rep. 
498,  26  N.  W.  879;  Atty.  Gen.  ex  rel.  Gregg 
V.  Sands,  supra;  Cate  v.  Martin,  69  N.  H. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


610,  45  Atl.  644  (and  that  mandamus  will 
lie  to  compel  the  mayor  to  recognize  one 
whom  the  board  has  declared  elected). 

— constitutionality  of  provision. 

People  ex  rel.  Swift  v.  Bingham,  82  Cal. 
238,  22  Pac.  1039,  was  an  action  brought  by 
the  attorney  general  to  oust  a  person  from 
the  office  of  supervisor  of  a  city,  and  to 
recover  a  statutory  penalty  of  $5,000.  The 
city  charter  provided  that  the  board  of 
supervisors  "shall  be  the  judge  of  election 
returns  and  qualificaticms  of  its  own  mem- 
bers," and  this  provision  was  attacked  as 
unconstitutional.  It  was  held  that  this 
was  an  action  at  law  and  for  the  recovery 
of  $5,000,  and  that  therefore  the  superior 
court  had  jurisdiction  under  the  constitu- 
tional provision  that  "the  superior  court 
shall  have  original  jurisdiction  in  all  cases 
in  equity,  and  in  all  cases  at  law  which  in- 
volve the  title  or  possession  of  real  prop- 
erty, or  the  legality  of  any  tax,  impost, 
assessment,  toll,  or  municipal  fine,  and  in 
all  other  cases  in  which  the  demand,  ex- 
clusive of  interest  or  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty in  controversy,  amounts  to  $300."  it 
was  further  held  that  this  was  an  action  in 
the  nature  of  quo  warranto,  within  the 
■leaning  of  a  further  constitutional  pro- 
vision that  "said  courts  and  their  judges 
shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  .  .  . 
quo  warranto;"  that  the  legislature  cannot 
take  away  the  jurisdiction  conferred  by  the 
Constitution,  and  that  the  charter  provision 
must  be  deemed  superseded  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  new  Constitution. 

It  was  held  in  State  v.  De  Gress,  S3  Tex. 
387,  that  an  information  in  the  nature  of  a 
quo  warranto,  to  oust  from  office  a  mayor 
of  a  city  whose  salary  was  at  least  $500,  on 
account  of  a  disqualificatiop,  at  the  time 
of  his  election,  to  hold  the  office,  because  he 
held  a  lucrative  office  under  authority  of 
the  United  States,  is  a  civil  suit  in  which 
the  matter  in  controversy  is  at  least  $500, 
within  the  meaning  of  a  clause  in  the 
Constitution  conferring  jurisdiction  on  the 
district  courts  in  such  cases;  and  that,  al- 
though the  city  charter  provides  that  "th« 
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70  Pac  1067;  Lin«gar  v.  Rittenhmise,  supra; 
Foley  V.  l^rler,  161  111.  167,  43  N.  E.  845; 
Booth  ▼.  County  Ct.  18  Colo.  661,  33  Pac. 
581. 

Messrs.  T.  J.  Doyle  and  G.  li.  DeLacy, 
for  appellee: 

Where  the  l^slature  has  passed  two 
statutes  upon  the  same  subject,  if  the  later 
does  not  cover  the  entire  field  of  the  first, 
and  fails  to  embrace  within  its  terms  a 
material  portion  thereof,  it  will  not  repeal 
so  much  of  the  first  as  is  not  included  with- 
in its  scope,  but  the  two  will  be  construed 
together  so  far  as  the  first  still  stands. 

SUte  V.  Omaha  Elevator  Co..  76  Neb.  637, 
106  N.  W.  079,  110  N.  W.  874;  Weigel  v. 
Hastings,  20  Neb.  379,  45  N.  W.  694;  .State 
ex  rel.  Welty  v.  McFadden,  46  Neb.  673,  66 


N.  W.  800;  Sanders  v.  State,  34  Neb.  877, 
52  N.  W.  721. 

The  maxim,  Legen  posteriores  priorea  con- 
trariat  ahrogant,  does  not  apply  except 
where  the  inconsistency  or  repugnancy  be- 
tween two  statutes  is  such  that  the  two 
provisions  cannot  stand  as  cumulative  or 
concurrent  rules  of  action,  so  that  the  later 
statute,  by  its  necessary  operation,  abro- 
gates the  former. 

Raudebaugh  v.  Shelley,  6  Ohio  St.  316; 
Arzonico  v.  Board  of  Education,  75  N.  J. 
Ik  21,  69  Atl.  460;  Lingonner  v.  Ambler, 
44  Neb.  316,  62  N.  W.  486;  Third  Nat.  Bank 
T.  Harrison,  3  McCrary,  102,  8  Fed.  721; 
Beach  v.  Meriden,  46  Conn.  602;  State  v. 
Johnson,  13  Fla.  33;  Erwin  v.  Moore,  15 
Ga.  361 ;  Tyson  v.  Postlethwaite,  13  111.  727 ; 


city  council  shall  judge  of  the  election  re- 
turns and  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers, and  shall  determine  contested  elec- 
tions of  all  city  o£Scers,"  and  the  city 
council  installed  the  mayor  elect  into  of- 
fice, yet,  as  the  district  court  was  given 
jurisdiction  by  the  Constitution,  the  charter 
cannot  confer  the  same  jurisdiction  on  the 
city  council,  and  their  action  is  not  res 
judicata. 

In  State  v.  De  Gress,  72  Tex.  242,  11  S. 
W.  1029,  in  which  substantially  the  same 
question  was  raised  as  in  State  v.  De  Gress, 
53  Tex.  387,  supra,  except  that  the  office 
involved  was  that  of  alderman  carrying  no 
salary,  it  was  held  that,  as  the  amount  in- 
volved was  less  than  $500,  the  district  court 
had  no  jurisdiction,  because  not  within  the 
constitutional  grant  of  power  to  it;  and 
that,  as  the  Constitution  had  given  the 
legislature  power  to  create  other  courts 
tlian  those  named  in  that  instrument,  and 
the  legislature  had  made  the  council  the 
judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers, the  determination  of  the  question 
should  be  left  to  such  special  tribunal. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  superior  court  to 
entertain  quo  warranto  to  determine  title 
to  the  office  of  councilmen,  given  by  a 
constitutional  provision  that  "the  superior 
court  shall  also  have  original  jurisdiction 
in  all  cases  and  of  all  proceedings  in  which 
jurisdiction  shall  not  have  been  by  law 
vested  exclusively  in  some  other  court,"  is 
not  taken  away  by  a  statutory  provision 
that  "the  city  council  shall  judge  of  the 
qualifications  of  its  members  and  of  all 
election  returns,  and  determine  contested 
elections  of  all  the  city  officers,"  since  the 
statute  provides  a  cumulative  remedy  mere- 
ly. State  ex  rel.  Blake  v.  Morris,  14  Wash. 
262,  44  Pac.  266. 

Mandamus. 

Although  the  charter  of  a  city  provides 
that  the  city  council  "shall  be  the  judges 
of  the  election  returns  and  qualifications 
of  their  own  members,  and  of  all  other 
officers  of  the  corporation,"  yet  it  is  not 
a  question  of  mere  discretion,  independent 
26  LJUi.(N.S.) 


of  a  right  of  review  by  the  superior  courts 
of  law,  of  an  unjust  and  illegal  exercise  of 
this  power  vested  in  the  corporation  by 
law;  and  the  superior  court,  which  has  been 
given  the  jurisdiction  possessed  by  the 
justices  of  the  King's  bench  at  West- 
minster, may  by  mandamus  compel  the 
council  to  admit  to  the  office  of  city  treas- 
urer one  duly  elected  to  that  office,  when 
the  reason  assigned  by  the  council  for  re- 
fusing to  do  so  was  the  erroneous  one  that 
he  was  not  eligible  because  he  was  a 
clergyman.  State  v.  Wilmington,  3  Harr. 
(Del.)    294. 

In  the  above  case,  however,  mandamus 
was  refused  on  the  ground  that  the  relator 
did  not  receive  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast 
as  required  by  law,  but  a  plurality  merely. 

Where  a  city  charter  provides  that  "the 
board  of  aldermen,  the  common  council,  and 
the  school  committee  shall  have  authority 
to  decide  upon  all  questions  relative  to  the 
qualifications,  elections,  and  returns  of  their 
respective  members,"  the  decision  of  the 
school  committee  that  the  candidate  re- 
ceiving the  most  votes  did  not  possess  the 
necessary  qualifications  is  final  and  con- 
clusive; and  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction 
to  revise  their  decision  by  mandamus,  al- 
though the  school  committee  states  of 
record  that  their  sole  reason  for  their  de- 
cision was  that  the  petitioner  was  a  wom- 
an; and  the  court  will  not  inquire  whether 
that  reason  was  correct.  Peabody  v.  School 
Committee,  115  Mass.  383. 

When  a  city  charter  provides  that  the 
respective  councils  "shall,  in  like  manner 
as  each  branch  of  the  legislature,  judge  and 
determine  upon  the  qualifications  of  their 
members,"  the  court  will  not  interfere  by 
mandamus  to  restore  a  member  of  the 
council  who  has  been  removed  by  it  for  the 
alleged  reason  that  when  elected  he  held 
an  incompatible  office;  nor  will  they  in- 
quire whether  the  office  alleged  to  be  in- 
compatible is  in  reality  so.  Com.  ex  rel. 
Duffield  V.  Loughlin,  20  Phila.  Leg.  Int. 
100.  .    . 

When,  by  one  provision  of  a  statute,  it  is 
declared  that  the  city  council  shall  be  judge 
of  the  elections  of  tlie  mayor  and  recorder, 
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Reynolds  t.  Hamahan,  100  Mass.  313;  Dill. 
Mun.  Corp.  3d  ed.  §  202. 

Tlie  two  remedies  are  merely  cumulative. 

Kane  v.  People,  4  Neb.  509;  State  ex  rel. 
Fair  v.  Frazier,  28  Neb.  456,  44  N.  VV.  471 ; 
State  ex  rel.  Barton  y.  Frantz,  55  Neb.  169, 
75  N.  W.  646;  Stete  ex  rel.  Anderton  v. 
Kempf,  69  Wis.  470,  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  753, 
34  N.  W.  226;  Com.  v.  Allen,  70  Pa.  405; 
Ex  parte  Heath,  3  Hill,  42;  People  ex  rel. 
Hatzel  V.  Hall,  80  N.  Y.  117;  McVeany  v. 
New  York,  80  N.  Y.  185,  30  Am.  Rep.  600; 
Com.  V.  M'Closkey,  2  Rawle,  309;  State  ex 
rel.  Mahoney  v.  McKinnon,  8  Or.  493 ;  State, 
Kendell,  Prosecutor,  v.  Camden,  47  N.  J.  L. 
64,  64  Am.  Rep.  117;  State  ex  rel.  Turner 
V.  Fitzgerald,  44  Mo.  426 ;  State  v.  Wilming- 
ton, 3  Harr.  (Del.)  294;  State  ex  rel. 
Diepenbrock  v.  Gates,  35  Minn.  385,  28  N. 
W.  927;   Ex  parte   Strahl,   16  Iowa,  369; 


State  ex  rel.  Jarvis  t.  Craig,  100  Minn.  352, 
111  N.  W.  3;  Carter  v.  Superior  Ct.  138 
Cal.  160,  70  Pac.  1067.;  Shines  v.  Hamilton, 
87  Miss.  384,  39  So.  1008;  Wright  v.  Washoe 
County,  27  Nev.  33,  71  Pac.  145;  Bechtel  v. 
Albin,  134  Ind.  193,  33  N.  E.  967.    • 

Iietton,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

At  the  general  municipal  election  held  in 
the  city  of  Lincoln  on  the  4th  day  of  May, 
1909,  Don  L.  Love,  relator,  and  Robert 
Malone,  were  candidates  for  the  office  of 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Lincoln.  As  a  result 
of  the  canvass  of  the  returns  of  the  election 
made  by  the  mayor  and  council  as  a  canvass- 
ing board,  it  was  declared  that  the  relator 
had  been  duly  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor 
of  the  city,  and  a  certificate  of  election  was 
issued  to  him  by  the  city  clerk.    He  ther^ 


and  of  its  members,  and  by  another  that, 
when  the  legislature  has  granted  to  a  corpo- 
ration the  right  to  determine  the  validity 
of  the  elections  of  its  members  or  officers, 
courts  of  justice  shall  not  issue  mandates 
to  inquire  into  that  fact,  the  district  court 
is  ousted  of  all  jurisdiction  to  inquire  into 
the  election  of  a  member  of  a  council,  and 
mandamus  will  not  lie  to  compel  the  council 
to  admit  a  member  whom  they  do  not  think 
duly  elected.  Mayor  v.  Morgan,  7  Mart.  N. 
S.  1,   18  Am.  Dec.  232. 

i  Other  remedies  in  the  court. 

Where  a  statute  declares  that  "the  city 
council  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  election 
and  qualification  of  its  own  members,"  and 
the  ordinances  of  the  city  also  provide  that 
their  decision  shall  be  final,  a  court  of 
chancery  has  no  jurisdiction  to  hear  and 
determine  the  contest  of  the  election  of  an 
alderman,  when  the  contest  was  heard  by 
the  council,  and  decided  adversely  to  the 
complainant;  nor  to  enjoin  the  city,  mayor, 
and  councilors  from  interfering  with  com- 
plainant's voting,  or  taking  part  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  council,  or  receiving  his 
salary  as  alderman.  Evanston  v.  Carroll, 
92  III.  App.  495. 

It  was  held  in  Burwell  v.  Hawkins,  92 
111.  App.  459,  that  where,  by  statute,  a  city 
council  is  made  the  judge  of  the  election 
and  qualification  of  its  own  members,  the 
courts  of  the  state,  not  being  otherwise  em- 
powered by  statute,  will  not  exercise  juris- 
diction to  hear  and  determine  such  elec- 
tion and  qualification,  except  at  the  suit 
of  the  people  in  a  quo  warranto  proceeding, 
to  test  the  de  jure  right  of  any  member  so 
to  act,  and  hence,  at  the  suit  of  taxpayers, 
will  not  enjoin  one  declared  to  be  elected 
as  alderman  by  the  city  council  from  act- 
ing as  such,  pending  quo  warranto  proceed- 
ings. 

This  case,  however,  was  reversed  in  191 
111.  389.  61  N.  E.  08,  on  the  ground  that 
the  order  of  the  trial  judge  issuing  an  in- 
junction in  vacation  was  not  appealable. 
26  L.R.A.(X.S.) 


Where  a  city  charter  provides  that  elec- 
tion contests  for  the  office  of  council- 
men  shall  be  decided  by  the  council,  the 
courts  will  not  enjoin  the  council  from 
hearing  a  contested  election,  for  the  al- 
leged reason  that  notice  of  contest  has  not 
been  given  in  time.  Snyder  v.  Smith,  1 
Campb.    (Pa.)   36. 

Under  statutory  power  conferred  on 
common  councils  of  municipal  corporations 
to   "judge   of   the    election,    returns,    and 

Sualifications  of  their  own  members,"  their 
etermination  of  a  contested  election  of  a 
member  of  their  body  is  not  only  exclusive 
of  any  other  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  de- 
termine the  matter,  but  is  also  final,  and 
cannot  be  reviewed  on  error.  Stearns  v. 
Wyoming,  63  Ohio  St.  352,  41  N.  E.  678. 

Effect  of  making  council  "final"  or  "sole" 
judge. 

When  the  statutory  or  charter  provision 
is  that  the  municipal  council  shall  be  the 
final  judges  of  the  election  and  qualifi- 
cations of  its  own  members,  the  council  is 
the  sole  tribunal  to  determine  the  legality 
of  the  election  of  its  members.  Selleck  v. 
South  Norwalk,  40  Conn.  360. 

And  mandamus  will  not  lie  to  compel  the 
members  of  the  council  to  reinstate  one 
whom  they  have  excluded  upon  a  proper 
hearing  on  the  merits.  People  ex  rel. 
Cooley  V.  Fitzgerald,  41  Mich.  2,  2  N.  W. 
179. 

Nor  can  the  supreme  court  review  the 
decisions  of  the  council  upon  the  facts,  by 
mandamus,  quo  warranto,  or  certiorari,  or 
otherwise.  Alter  v.  Simpson,  46  Mich.  138, 
8  N.  W.  724. 

And  prohibition  will  lie  to  prevent  the 
superior  court  from  assuming  jurisdiction. 
Carter  v.  Superior  Ct.  138  Cal.  160,  70  Pac. 
1067.  In  this  case  it  was  further  said 
that  "whether  the  jurisdiction  of  the  city 
council  in  contest  cases  is  exclusive  of  the 
jurisdiction  given  the  superior  court  [by 
the  Constitution]  by  quo  warranto,  and 
whether   the   determination   in   the   former 
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upon  took  the  oath,  entered  upon  the  pos- 
session of  the  oflloe,  and  is  still  acting  in 
that  capacity.  On  tiie  14th  day  of  May, 
1909,  Robert  Malone  filed  his  petition  in  the 
eoonty  court  of  Lancaster  county,  before  P. 
Jamea  Coegrave,  county  judge,  seeking  to 
contest  the  election  of  the  relator  to  the 
office  of  mayor.  A  petition  was  filed,  and 
Bununons  issued  and  served  upon  the  relator, 
who  objected  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court, 
en  the  ground  that  the  determination  of  the 
right  to  the  office  of  mayor  was  vested  ex- 
clusively in  the  mayor  and  council  of  the 
city  of  Lincoln,  and  that  their  decision  de- 
claring him  entitled  to  the  office  was  con- 
clusive. This  objection  to  the  jurisdiction 
was  overruled,  and  the  cause  retained  for 
trial,  whereupon  the  relator  brought  this 
action  in  the  district  court  of  Lancaster 
county,  praying  that  a  peremptory  writ  of 


mandamus  be  issued  directed  to  the  respond- 
ent, P.  James  Cosgrave,  as  county  judge, 
commanding  him  to  dismiss  said  contest  ot 
Robert  Malone  against  Don  L.  Love,  for 
want  of  jurisdiction,  and  to  proceed  no  fur- 
ther in  the  case.  The  petition  alleged  that, 
prior  to  the  election,  there  was  in  full  force 
an  ordinance  of  the  city  prescribing  the  man- 
ner of  contesting  elections  for  city  officers 
before  the  city  council,  and  providing  that 
the  certificate  of  election  should  be  with- 
held until  the  matter  was  finally  determined 
by  that  body,  when  it  should  be  issued  to  the 
pcuiy  found  to  be  entitled  thereto;  that 
Malone  was  present  at  the  canvass  of  the 
vote,  made  no  objection  thereto,  and'  gave 
no  notice  of  any  intention  to  contest  the 
election.  It  further  alleges  that  the  court 
was  without  jurisdiction  to  determine  the 
contest  after  the  certificate  of  election  had 


case  would  be  a  bar  to  proceedings  by  quo 
warranto,  is  a  question  not  necessarily  in- 
volved." 

The  decision  of  the  council  that  a  certain 
person  was  elected,  based  on  their  determi- 
nation that  certain  ballots  should  be 
counted  and  others  not,  is  final  and  con- 
clusive, and  cannot  be  set  aside  by  a  writ 
of  review  directed  to  the  council,  because, 
even  if  their  decision  was  wrong,  it  was 
mere  error.     Simon  v.  Portland,  9  Or.  437. 

Where  an  amendment  to  a  city  charter 
provided  that  "the  board  of  councilmen 
shall  be  the  final  judges  of  the  election  re- 
turns, and  of  the  validity  of  elections  and 
qualifications  of  its  own  members,"  where- 
as, before  the  amendment,  the  superior 
court  had  jurisdiction,  it  was  held  that  the 
board  of  councilmen  had  jurisdiction  in 
the  case  of  an  election  that  had  occurred 
before  the  passage  of  the  amendment,  wher^ 
no  proceeding  had  been  brought  in  the  su- 
perior court  prior  to  the  amendment.  Sel- 
leck  v.  South  Norwalk,  supra. 

A  statute  or  charter  declaring  that  the 
municipal  council  shall  be  the  sole  judge 
of  the  qualifications,  election,  and  returns 
of  its  own  members,  devests  the  courts  of 
all  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  by  quo 
warranto.  Darrow  v.  People,  8  Colo.  417, 
8  Pac.  661. 

Nor  can  the  court,  by  quo  warranto,  take 
juri^iction  to  determine  whether  a  mem- 
ber was  disqualified,  merely  because  the 
council  has  not  yet  adopted  an  ordinance 
r^^lating  the  manner  of  conducting  con- 
tests, nor  because  this  is  the  first  council 
which  has  been  elected  since  the  passage  of 
the  law,  and  has  not  had  time  to  do  so; 
but  the  disability  being  a  continuous  one 
may  be  inquired  into  at  any  time,  and  the 
council  may  be  coerced  by  mandamus,  if 
necessary,  to  pass  such  an  ordinance,  if  it 
be  a  duty  enjoined  by  law.     Ibid. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a  city 
charter  declares  that  "the  common  council 
shall  ...  be  the  sole  judge  of  the 
election,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its 
own  members,"  the  supreme  court  may,  on 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


certiorari,  set  aside  proceedings  of  tiie 
council  in  which  they  declared  a  seat 
vacant,  when  there  was  no  evidence  what- 
ever to  justify  their  action;  since  it  is  a 
constitutional  and  prerogative  power  of  the 
supreme  court  to  review  the  proceedings 
of  all  special  statutory  tribunals,  and  this 
the  legislature  cannot  abridge  or  take  away. 
Meachem  v.  New  Brunswick,  73  N.  J.  L. 
121,  62  Atl.  303. 

And  a  provision  in  a  city  charter  that 
the  common  council  shall  be  the  judge,  or 
even  the  sole  judge,  of  the  qualifications  of 
its  own  members,  even  if  construed  to 
comprehend  elections,  does  not  preclude  the 
power  of  the  supreme  court  to  determine  the 
right  to  such  office  when  the  question  arises 
incidentally,  as  on  an  application  to  com- 
pel the  administration  of  the  oath  of  office 
to  the  proper  party.  Ex  parte  Heath,  3 
Hill,  42. 

The  common  council  of  a  city,  made  by 
its  charter  "the  sole  judge  of  the  election 
returns  and  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers," having  once,  after  investigation, 
seated  a  member,  cannot  thereafter  order 
a  second  investigation,  and  may  be  re- 
strained from  doing  so  by  a  writ  of  certi- 
orari. State,  Kendell,  Prosecutor,  v.  Cam- 
den, 47  N.  J.  L.  64,  54  Am.  Rep.  117. 

That  section  of  a  city  charter  enacting 
"that  the  city  council  shall  be  the  sole  judge 
of  the  election  returns  and  qualifications 
of  its  own  members"  is  not  repealed  by  the 
passage  of  a  general  act  to  regulate  elec- 
tions, giving  jurisdiction  to  circuit  courts 
to  hear  and  determine  contested  elections 
of  county,  township,  or  city  officers  whether 
it  contains  a  general  repealing  clause  or 
not.  State  ex  rel.  Henry  v.  Camden,  42 
N.  J.  L.  335. 

As  to  whether  the  legislature  has  the 
power  to  confer  exclusive  authority  upon 
a  city  council  to  determine  the  right  to  a 
city  office,  and  thus  oust  the  courts  of 
jurisdiction,  qucere.  State  ex  rel.  Heath 
v.  Kraft,  18  Or.  550,  23  Pac.  663;  State  ex 
rel.  Anderton  v.  Kempf,  69  Wis.  470,  2 
Am.  St.  Rep.  753,  34  N.  W.  226. 
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been  issued  to  the  relator;  that  the  hearing, 
if  had,  will  extend  over  a  long  period  of 
time,  will  require  the  examination  of  up- 
wards of  8,000  ballots  and  over  fifty  poll 
books,  and  the  examination  of  many  wit- 
nesses, and  will  cause  much  useless  expense; 
that,  the  court  being  without  jurisdiction, 
no  valid  judgment  for  costs  could  be  ren- 
dered in  his  favor ;  and  that  the  proceedings 
in  all  particulars  would  be  void.  The 
answer  of  the  respondent  substantially  ad- 
mits the  allegations  of  the  petition,  except 
those  with  respect  to  want  of  jurisdiction, 
which,  it  pleads  affirmatively,  rests  alone  in 
the  county  court.  Upon  these  issues  the 
district  court  found  that  the  county  court 
had  jurisdiction,  and  dismissed  the  proceed- 
ings, from  which  judgment  this  appeal  has 
been  taken. 

By  the  provisions  of  S  129  of  the  act 
under  which  the  city  of  Lincoln  is  now 
governed,  the  city  is  granted  power  by  ordi- 
nance "to  appoint  judges  and  clerks  of  elec- 
tion provided  by  ordinance  for  the  election 
of  city  officers,  and  prescribing  the  manner 
of  conducting  the  same,  and  the  returns 
thereof,  and  for  deciding  contested  elections, 
and  for  holding  special  elections  for  any 
purpose  herein  provided,  and  to  fix  a  com- 
pensation for  all  officers  of  election."  Laws 
1901,  chap.  16,  §  120,  subd.  48;  Cobbey's 
Anno.  Stat.  1907,  §  8076.  A  similar  pro- 
vision was  included  in  the  charter  act  which 
was  in  force  in  189S.  In  the  latter  year  an 
ordinance  was  adopted  by  the  city  which  is 
set  forth  in  relator's  brief,  as  follows: 
"That  whenever  any  candidate  for  any  of- 
fice, or  any  elector,  chooses  to  contest  the 
validity  of  the  election  of  any  officer,  he 
shall,  within  two  days  after  the  closing  of 
the  polls,  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  per- 
son whose  election  he  intends  to  contest, 
of  his  intention  so  to  do,  a  copy  of  which 
notice  shall  be  filed  with  the  city  clerk  be- 
fore the  time  fixed  for  the  canvass  of  the 
returns  as  hereinbefore  provided  for;  and 
the  said  council  shall,  immediately  after  the 
canvass  of  the  returns,  or  at  a  subsequent 
time  to  be  fixed  by  them,  and  before  the 
result  of  said  canvass  is  declared,  proceed 
to  hear  the  contestants,  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided. All  such  contests  before  the  city 
council  siiall  be  governed  by,  and  conducted 
in  accordance  with,  the  general  statutes  of 
the  state  of  Nebraska  relating  to  contests 
of  election,  and  when  the  mayor  and  council 
shall  receive  notice  of  any  contest,  they, 
together  with  the  city  clerk,  shall  withhold 
the  certificate  of  election  until  the  matter 
shall  be  finally  determined  by  the  council, 
when  the  certificate  of  election  shall  be  is- 
sued in  accordance  therewith."  Section  71 
of  the  general  election  law  (Comp.  Stat. 
1907,  chap.  26)  provides:  "The  county 
26  L.R.A.(K.S.) 


courts  shall  hear  and  determine  contests -of 
all  other  county,  township,  and  precinct  of- 
ficers, and  offix^e^s  of  cities  and  incorporated 
villages  within  the  county."  It  is  contended 
by  the  relator  that  the  act  of  1887  provid- 
ing for  the  organizatiMi  of  the  government 
of  cities,  and  conferring  power  upon  the 
council  to  pass  ordinances  for  "deciding  con- 
tested elections,"  which  power  waa  exercised 
by  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  above  re- 
ferred to,  constituted  a  repeal,  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  the  city  of  Lincoln,  of  the 
general  law  providing  for  contests  of  elec- 
tion of  city  and  village  officers,  and  that 
the  jurisdiction  thereby  conferred  upon  the 
city  council  is  exclusive;  while  the  respond- 
ent contends:  First,  that  the  ordinance 
itself  evinces  no  su<rii  purpose;  second,  that 
it  is  beyond  the  legal  power  of  a  city  to 
repeal  by  ordinance  a  general  law  of  the 
state. 

In  order  to  determine  the  meaning  of  the 
language  used  by  the  legislature,  it  is  projK: 
er  to  examine  the  course  of  legislation  upon 
the  same  general  subject,  and  to  consider  in 
what  connection  and  with  what  context  it 
has  been  therefore  employed.  The  exact 
language  we  are  considering  first  appears  in 
the  legislative  history  of  this  state  in  an 
act  entitled  "An  Act  to  Incorporate  Cities 
of  the  Second  Class,"  approved  March  1, 
1871,  by  which  act  the  ci^  was  given  power 
to  enact  ordinances  "to  appoint  judges  of 
all  elections  provided  by  ordinance  for  the 
election  of  city  officers,  and  prescribing  the 
manner  of  conducting  the  same,  and  the  re- 
turn thereof,  and  for  deciding  contested  elec- 
tions, and  for  holding  special  elections  for 
any  purpose  herein  provided."  Laws  1871, 
art.  III.  p.  26,  §.13.  In  March,  1879,  a  new 
act  was  passed  (Laws  1879,  p.  193)  omit- 
ting the  provision  giving  power  to  the  coun- 
cil to  decide  contested  elections,  and  at  the 
same  session  the  present  general  election  law 
was  passed  (Laws  1879,  p.  240)  which  con- 
fers upon  the  county  court  the  power  to 
hear  and  determine  contests  of  the  election 
of  officers  of  cities  and  incorporated  villages 
within  the  county,  and  which  further  pro- 
vides the  method  of  procedure  in  the  courts. 
At  the  end  of  this  session  of  the  legislature, 
therefore,  the  power  to  decide  ctmtested  elec- 
tions as  to  city  officers  had  been  taken  from 
the  city  council,  and  vested  in  the  county 
court.  In  the  act  of  March  1,  1883,  which 
provided  for  the  organization  and  govern- 
ment of  cities  containing  between  18,000 
and  25,000  inhabitants,  the  language  of  the 
earlier  act  was  again  inserted  (Laws  1883, 
chap.  16,  §  52,  subd.  12),  and  in  1887  an 
act  providing  for  the  government  of  cities 
of  more  than  25,000  and  less  than  60,000 
inhabitants  was  passed  (Laws  1887,  chap. 
11,  §  68,  subd.  26)  containing  the  identical 
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Unpiage  used  in  the  acts  of  1871  and  of 
1883.  No  change  in  this  respect  has  since 
been  made. 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  gen- 
eral election  law  in  1879,  no  tribunal  was 
provided  by  statute  in  whicb  a  contest  for 
the  election  ot  city  officers  could  be  bad,  un- 
less one  had  been  established  by  the  city 
council,  under  the  general  power  to  enact 
ordinances  "to  decide  contested  elections." 
In  1879  this  power  was  withdrawn,  but  in 
1883  it  was  again  conferred,  and,  in  our 
opinion,  still  exists.  It  is  said,  however,  that 
it  is  beyond  the  power  of  the  city  to  repeal 
by  ordinance  a  general  law  of  the  state. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  true  with 
reference  to  some  general  laws,  but  it  is  not 
true  as  to  all.  Penal  statutes  passed  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  police  powers  of  the 
state  may  not  be  limited  or  cut  down  in 
their  operation  by  ordinances  passed  by 
municipal  corporations  under  the  police 
power.  It  eould  never  be  the  intention  of 
the  legislature  to  grant  powers  which  might 
be  used  to  abrogate  and  nullify  the  existing 
general  laws  upon  such  subjects,  though  it 
has  been  held  the  city  may  impose  ad- 
ditional penalties.  But  as  to  such  mat- 
ters as  might  be,  and  have  in  the  past 
been,  committed  to  the  control  of  the  cor- 
porate authorities,  but  as  to  which  the 
state  has  later  assumed  control,  an  act  re- 
conferring  the  power  upon  the  municipal 
authorities  is  not  inconsistent  with  the 
general  law,  and  an  ordinance  passed 
in  pursuance  of  such  power  will  have  the 
same  effect,  within  the  limits  of  the  city, 
as  if  it  had  been  passed  by  the  legislature 
itself.  Smith,  Modem  Law  of  Mun.  Corp. 
S  622;  Ingersoll,  Pub.  C!orp.  236;  28  Cyc. 
Law  k  Proc.  pp.  365,  366.  If  the  ordinance 
is  repugnant  to  the  general  law,  the  general 
law  will  yield,  or  if  not  repugnant,  the  gen- 
eral law  may  be  modified.  This  is  upon  the 
recognized  principle  that  general  legislation 
upon  a  particular  subject  must  give  way  to 
special  l^slation  upon  the  same  object. 
State,  Cross,  Prosecutor,  v.  Morristown,  33 
N.  J.  L.  67,  61;  State  v.  Clarke,  25  N.  J.  L 
54;  Re  Snell,  58  Vt.  207,  1  Atl.  566;  Re 
Goddard,  16  Pick.  504,  28  Am.  Dec.  250; 
St.  Johnsbury  t.  Thompson,  69  Vt.  301,  60 
Am.  Rep.  731,  9  Atl.  671.  From  this  view 
of  the  history  of  the  legislation,  and  follow- 
ing the  principle  that  where  power  has  been 
granted  by  the  legislature  to  a  municipal 
corporation,  and  it  acts  within  the  limits 
of  that  power,  its  action  will  be  of  equal 
force  as  if  taken  by  the  legislature  itself, 
we  have  no  hesitation  in  holding  that  the 
city  council,  by  the  passage  of  the  ordinance 
in  question,  exercised  a  power  granted  to 
it  1^  the  legislature,  and  that  it  baa  juris- 
2$  I..1LA.(N.S.) 


diction  to  consider  and  decide  contests  relat- 
ing to  the  election  of  city  officers. 

But  respondent  contends  that  the  lan- 
guage "to  appoint  judges  of  all  elections 
provided  by  ordinance  for  the  election  of 
city  officers,  and  prescribing  the  manner  of 
conducting  the  same,  and  the  return  there- 
of, and  for  deciding  contested  elections," 
should  be  construed  to  apply  only  to  elec- 
tions provided  by  ordinance  for  the  election 
of  city  officers  other  than  those  whose  elec- 
tion is  required  by  statute,  and  that  since 
the  charter  permits  the  creation  of  other 
city  officers  who  may  be  elected,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  and  of  the  ordinance  ap- 
ply only  to  them,  and  not  to  city  officers 
whose  election  is  prescribed  by  statute.  But 
we  find  no  authority  in  the  statute  given  to 
the  council  to  provide  by  ordinance  for  the 
election  of  any  officers  other  than  those 
named  therein;  and  by  the  provisions  of 
chap.  16,  §  26,  I^ws  1901  (Cobbey's  Anno. 
Stat.  1907,  S  7925),  it  is  provided  that  -'the 
mayor  shall  have  power  by  and  with  the 
consent  of  a  majority  of  the  council  to  ap- 
point all  officers  that  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary in  the  administration  of  the  city 
government,  other  than  those  provided  for 
in  this  act."  We  think,  therefore,  this  con- 
struction is  unwarranted. 

The  main  argument  of  the  relator  is  that, 
while  the  language  of  the  statute  does  not 
say  so  in  express  terms,  yet  its  effect  is  to 
make  the  city  council  the  sole  judge  of  the 
election  and  qualification  of  its  own  mem- 
bers, and  therefore  that  its  determination  is 
final  and  conclusive.  In  one  of  the  first 
acts  passed  in  this  state  incorporating  cities, 
it  was  expressly  provided  that  the  council 
should  "be  the  judges  of  the  election,  re- 
turns, and  qualification  of  their  own  mem- 
bers" (Laws  1869,  p.  41,  §  27),  but  this  act 
was  repealed,  and,  so  far  as  the  writer  has 
been  able  to  find,  this  language  has  never 
been  used  in  a  subsequent  act.  We  think 
the  language  now  used  comes  far  from  im- 
plying that  the  council  shall  be  the  sole 
judge  of  the  election  of  its  own  members, 
and  that,  if  the  legislature  had  so  intended, 
it  would  have  so  said.  Relator  cites- in  sup- 
port of  his  contention,  Stearns  v.  Wyoming, 
53  Ohio  St.  352,  41  N.  E.  578;  Weston  v. 
Probate  Judge,  69  Mich.  600,  37  N.  W.  698; 
Naumann  v.  City  Canvassers,  73  Mich.  252, 
41  N.  W.  267;  Com.  ex  rel.  McCurdy  v. 
Leech,  44  Pa.  332;  Linegar  v.  Rittenhouse, 
94  III.  208,  and  other  cases.  The  respondent 
on  his  part  contends  that  the  remedies  by 
quo  warranto,  and  by  contest  before  the 
county  court  under  the  statute,  still  exist, 
even  conceding  that  the  power  is  also  pos- 
sessed by  the  city  council  under  the  ordi- 
nance. He  cites,  as  upholding  his  conten- 
tion, the  following  cases:     State  ex  rel.  An- 
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derton  v.  Kempf,  69  Wis.  470,  2  Am.  St. 
Rep.  753,  34  N.  W.  226;  Ex  parte  Heath, 
3  Hill,  42;  Com.  v.  Allen,  70  Pa.  405;  State 
ex  rel.  Diepenbrock  v.  Gates,  35  Minn.  385, 
28  N.  W.  927;  Carter  v.  Superior  Ct.  138 
Cal.  150,  70  Pac.  1067.  It  would  extend 
this  opinion  to  an  unnecessary  length  to 
examine  and  compare  these  cases.  It  is 
enough  to  say  that  there  is  a  conflict  of  au- 
thority upon  the  question  as  to  whether  a 
provision  making  the  city  council  the  judges 
of  the  election  and  qualiTlcations  of  its  own 
members  operates  to  deprive  the  courts  of 
their  jurisdiction  by  quo  warranto,  or 
whether  the  statutory  right  of  contest  only 
affords  a  cumulative  remedy  to  that  fur- 
nished by  the  common-law  procedure.  Per- 
haps the  better  rule  is  that,  unless  it  is 
clear  and  certain  that  the  legislature  intend- 
ed to  deprive  the  courts  of  their  jurisdiction, 
the  remedy  by  quo  warranto,  and  perhaps 
of  contest  also,  will  still  exist.  Mr.  Dillon 
says  in  1  Mun.  Corp.  (4th  ed.)  §  202:  "It 
is  not  unusual  for  charters  to  contain  pro- 
visions to  the  effect  that  the  common  coun- 
cil or  governing  body  of  the  municipality 
'shall  be  the  judge  of  the  qualifications'  or 
'of  the  qualifications  and  election  of  its  own 
members,'  and  of  those  of  the  other  officers 
of  the  corporation.  What  effect  do  pro- 
visions of  this  kind  have  upon  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  superior  courts?  The  answer 
must  depend  upon  the  language  in  which 
these  provisions  are  couched,  viewed  in  the 
light  of  the  general  laws  of  the  state  on 
the  subjects  of  contested  elections  and  quo 
warranto.  The  principle  is  that  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court  remains,  unless  it  ap- 
pears with  unequivocal  certainty  that  the 
legislature  intended  to  take  it  away.  Lan- 
guage like  that  quoted  above  will  not  ordi- 
narily have  this  effect,  but  will  be  con- 
strued to  afford  a  cumulative  or  primary 
tribunal  only,  not  an  exclusive  one."  Under 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  state  relat- 
ing to  quo  warranto,  there  is  no  question 
but  that  the  remedies  by  contest  and  quo 
warranto  are  cumulative,  and  that  the  legis- 
lature would  have  no  power  to  take  away 
the  right  to  apply  to  the  courts  to  inquire 
by  what  right  the  incumbency  of  an  office 
is  held.  Kane  v.  People,  4  Neb.  509 ;  State 
ex  rel.  Fair  v.  Frazier,  28  Neb.  438,  44  N. 
W.  471;  State  ex  rel.  Barton  v.  Frantz,  55 
Neb.  167,  75  N.  W.  546.  In  this  respect  we 
agree  with  the  supreme  court  of  Wisconsin 
in  State  ex  rel.  Anderton  v.  Kempf,  supra, 
and  other  courts  adhering  to  the  same  doc- 
trine. 

The  question  remains  whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  legislature  to  put  it  within 
the  power  of  a  city  council  to  take  away 
from  the  county  court  the  jurisdiction  in 
contested  election  matters  conferred  upon  it 
■M  L.U.A.(N.S.) 


Hnder  the  general  election  law.  The  remedy 
provided  by  the  ordinance  is  a  simimary 
one.  The  contestant  mast  file  his  notice 
of  contest  within  two  days  after  the  polls 
close,  and  before  the  returns  have  been  can- 
vassed. Within  such  a  short  time  after  the 
closing  of  the  polls,  it  might,  under  certain 
circumstances,  be  wellnigh  impossible  for 
him  to  acquire  any  accurate  and  definite 
knowledge  of  what  may  have  occurred  at  each 
and  all  of  the  many  polling  places  within 
the  city.  There  are  many  conditions  which 
may  arise  which,  for  the  public  interest, 
require  a  speedy  determination  of  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  person  who  is  entitled  to  the 
certificate  of  election.  Where  the  contro- 
versy over  the  election  is  confined  to  a  nar- 
row range,  or  the  facts  which  may  determine 
the  contest  may  readily  be  ascertained,  the 
summary  remedy  provided  by  the  ordinance 
would  probably  prove  effective  for  the  ascer- 
tainment of  the  actual  fact,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  the  question.  Where  a  oontestajit 
believes  that  the  facts  showing  his  right  t» 
the  office  are  so  clear  and  positive  that  the 
necessary  effect  of  the  summary  procedure 
will  be  to  make  his  title  certain,  it  is  to  bis 
benefit,  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  community 
at  large,  that  the  matter  should  be  prompt- 
ly settled  before  the  issuance  of  the  certifi- 
cate of  election,  but  where  the  determination 
of  the  question  requires  the  examination  of 
many  witnesses,  the  counting  of  a  large 
number  of  ballots,  and  the  settlement  of 
purely  legal  questions  as  to  the  residence 
of  voters  and  to  the  right  to  vote,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  a  court  is  a  much  safer  and  more 
competent  tribunal  to  sit  in  judgment  than 
the  city  council  would  be.  The  right  of  ap- 
peal from  an  adverse  decision  to  the  dis- 
trict and  supreme  courts  is  also  given  to  the 
contestant  before  the  court,  while  the  de- 
termination by  the  council,  if  relator  is  cor- 
rect, is  final.  Repeals  by  implication  are 
not  favored;  and,  where  a  later  enactment 
is  not  repugnant  to  a  former  one,  it  does 
not  repeal  the  same  by  implication.  While 
a  special  act  upon  the  same  subject  usually 
modifies  a  general  act,  still,  where  the  rem- 
edy provided  by  the  later  act  is  not  in- 
compatible with  the  remedy  provided  by  the 
earlier  and  more  general  law,  both  acts  may 
stand  and  be  enforced.  In  the  case  of  State 
ex  rel.  Jarvis  v.  Craig,  100  Minn.  352,  111 
N.  W.  3,  the  facts  were  that  a  city  council 
was  given  power  by  ordinance  to  canvass 
the  result  of  votes  cast  in  a  city  election, 
and  declare  the  result,  and  was  made  the 
judge  of  election  and  qualifications  of  its 
own  members.  A  later  statute  permitted 
such  a  contest  to  be  made  in  the  district 
court.  The  court  held  that  the  later  act 
did  not  deprive  the  city  council  of  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  election  contest,  but  that  the 
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remedies  were  concurrent.  The  conclusion 
reached  in  that  case  is  in  accordance  with 
the  principle  that,  where  a  new  remedy  is 
provided  by  statute  for  an  existing  right, 
and  it  neither  denies  an  existing  remedy  nor 
is  incompatible  with  its  continued  existence, 
the  new  remedy  should  be  regarded  as  cumu- 
lative, and  the  person  seeking  redress  may 
adopt  and  pursue  either  remedy  at  his  op- 
tion. Feuchter  v.  Keyl,  48  Ohio  St.  357,  27 
N.  E.  860;  7  Enc.  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  373,  and  cases 
cited. 

We  can  see  nothing  incompatible  in  the 
concurrent  existence  of  these  remedies.  The 
summary  remedy  provided  by  the  council 
may  be  complete  and  adequate  in  many  in- 
stances, while  the  longer  period  of  time 
within  which  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  to 
prepare  and  present  the  legal  questions  in- 
volved, and  the  opportunity  to  submit  the 
controversy  to  the  deliberate  and  impartial 
judgment  of  the  courts,  may,  in  other  in- 
stances, prove  the  only  possible  means  of 
eliciting,  the  true  facts  and  administering 
justice.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  contest- 
ant Malone  had  the  option  to  avail  himself 
of  the  summary  remedy  provided  by  the  city 
ordinance,  or,  if  he  deemed  the  statutory 
remedy  better  suited  to  the  ascertainment 
and  determination  of  the  question  involved, 
he  had  a  right  to  adopt  that  method  of 
procedure  instead  of  the  other.  This  makes 
inevitable  the  conclusion  that  the  county 
court  was  not  deprived  of  its  jurisdiction 
by  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  and  by  the 
enactment  of  the  ordinance  relied  upon  by 
the  relator  as  giving  the  city  council  exclu- 
sive power  to  determine  the  contest. 

The  judgment  of  the  District  Court  deny- 
ing the  writ  is  therefore  affirmed. 

Barnes,  J.,  dissenting: 

I  dissent  from  the  conclusion  announced 
by  the  majority  opinion.  I  am  in  accord 
with  so  much  of  the  opinion  as  holds  that 
the  city  council  has  jurisdiction  of  the  elec- 
tion contest  in  question  in  this  case.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  such  jurisdiction  is  exclu- 
sive, and  that  the  writ  prayed  for  by  the  re- 
lator should  issue. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  December 
10,  1909. 


become  non-negotiable  on  account  of  a  stipu- 
lation  in   a   mortgage    securing   the   same, 
providing  for  an  attorney's  fee  in  the  event 
of  foreclosure. 
Alteration  of  instrument  —  effect. 

2.  The  material  alteration  of  a  writ- 
ten contract  intentionally  made  by  a  party 
entitled  to  any  benefit  under  it,  or  with  his 
consent,  extinguishes  all  the  executory  ob- 
ligations of  the  contract  in  his  favor 
against  all  parties  who  do  not  consent  to 
the  act. 

Chattel  mortgage  —  security  (or  subse- 
quent note  —  necessity  of  agreement. 

3.  A  note  having  been  executed  on  Ko- 
vember  8,  1905,  by  M.,  due  at  a  given  time, 
to  B.,  in  the  sum  of  $560,  secured  by  a 
chattel  mortgage  of  that  date,  and  later,  on 
December  19,  1905,  a  note  in  the  same 
amount  by  the  same  maker  to  the  same  pay- 
ee being  executed  in  order  that  the  later 
note  may  be  secured  by  the  former  chattel 
mortgage,  it  must  appear  that  it  was 
agre^  by  the  parties  thereto  at  the  time  of 
the  execution  of  said  note  of  December  19th 
that  it  should  take  the  place  of  that  of 
November  8th,  and  be  secured  by  said  chat- 
tel mortgage. 

Note  —  security  for  pre-existing  debt  — 
equities  between  original  parties. 

4.  The  holder  of  a  negotiable  instrument 
as  collateral  security  for  a  pre-existing  in- 
debtedness and  an  extension  thereon  retains 
the  same  unaffected  by  equities  between  the 
original  parties  of  which  it  had  no  notice. 

(a)   The  mortgage  securing  same  is  also 
unaffected  by  such  equities. 
Jury  — right   to  —  waiver  —  motions   for 

peremptory  instructions. 

6.  Plaintiff  'and  defendant  in  the  trial 
court  having  each  verbally  moved  for  per- 
emptory instructions,  this  did  not  consti- 
tute a  waiver  of  the  right  to  have  a  ver- 
dict returned  by  the  jury. 

(January  18,  1910.) 


OKI<AHOMA  supreme:  COURT. 

FASMERS'   NATIONAL   BANK   OF   TE- 
CUMSEH,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

J.  W.  McCALL. 

(—  Oklo.  — ,  106  Pac.  866.) 

Hote  — collateral  mortgage  —  attorney's 
fee  — effect  on  negotiability. 
L  A  note  negotiable  on  its  face  does  not 

Heodnotes  by  Williams,  J. 
26  LJLA.(N.S.) 


Ifote.  —  Effect  of  atipulatlon.  for  attor- 
neys' fees  In  mortgage  upon  negotla- 
bilify  of  note  secured  thereby. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  note  it  is,  of 
course,  assumed  that  a  provision  for  attor- 
ney's fees  in  the  note  itself  would  destroy 
Its  negotiability.  Whether  or  not  such  a 
provision  in  the  note  does  itself  have  that 
effect  is  not  within  the  sco^  of  this  note. 

The  various  cases  upon  this  question  pre- 
sent a  square  conflict  of  opinion.  Thus  it 
has  been  held  in  harmony  with  Fakmebs' 
Nat.  Bank  v.  McCall  that  a  note  other- 
wise negotiable  is  not  rendered  non-negotia- 
ble because  of  a  provision  in  the  mortgkge 
which  secures  the  note,  allowing  attorney's 
feej  in  case  of  foreclosure.  Such  stipula- 
tions, it  is  held,  do  not  render  the  amount 
promised  to  he  paid  by  the  note  uncertain, 
but  apply  only  in  case  of  foreclosure.  Hunt- 
er v.  Clark,  184  111.  158,  75  Am.  St.  Rep. 
160,  56  N.  E.  297;  Hamilton  v.  Fowler,  40 
C.  C.  A.  47,  99  Fed.  18. 

See  also  Frost  v.  Fisher.  13  Colo.  App. 
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ERORR  to  the  Pottawatomie  County 
Court  to  review  a  judgment  in  defend- 
ant's favor  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
possession  of  certain  personal  property  or 
its  value.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  B.  B.  Blakeney  and  J.  H. 
Maxey,  Jr.,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

The  words,  "additional  security,  wagon 
and  two  mules,"  do  not  affect  the  negotia- 
bility of  the  note. 

Wilson  Rev.  &  Anno.  Stat.  (Okla.)  3597; 
Howry  y.  Eppinger,  34  Mich.  29;  Fancourt 
V.  Thome,  9  Q.  B.  312;  Wise  v.  Charlton,  4 
Ad.  &  El.  786;  First  Nat.  Bank  t.  Mineral 
Farm  Consol.  Min.  Co.  17  Colo.  App.  452, 
C8  Pac.  981. 

Neither  the  provisions  of  the  mortgage 
for  accelerating  the  payment  of  the  debt, 
nor  for  attorneys'  fees  in  case  of  foreclosure, 
destroys  its  negotiability. 

Kiskadden  v.  Alien,  7  Colo.  206,  3  Pac. 
221;  Chicago  R.  Equipment  Co.  v.  Mer- 
chants' Nat.  Bank,  136  U.  S.  268,  34  L.  ed. 
349,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  999;  Dobbins  t.  Ober- 
man,  17  Neb.  163,  22  N.  W.  366;  Ernst  v. 
Steckman,  74  Pa.  13,  15  Am.  Rep.  642; 
Carlon  v.  Kenealy,  12  Mees.  &  W.  139; 
Wilson  V.  Campbell,  110  Mich.  580,  35 
L.R.A.  544,  68  N.  W.  278;  First  Nat  Bank 
V.  Flath,  30  N.  D.  281,  80  N.  W.  867;  Ham- 
ilton V.  Fowler,  40  C.  C.  A.  47,  99  Fed.  18; 
Frost  v.  Fisher,  13  Colo.  App.  322,  58  Pac. 
872;  Thorp  v.  Mindeman,  123  Wis.  149,  68 
L.R.A.  146,  107  Am.  St.  Rep.  1003,  101  N. 
W.  417;  City  Nat.  Bank  v.  Goodloe-McClel- 
land  Commission  Co.  93  Mo.  App.  123;  Car- 
penter V.  Longan,  16  Wall.  271,  21  L.  ed. 
313;  Owings  v.  McKenzie,  133  Mo.  323,  40 


I  L.R.A.  154,  33  S.  W.  802;  Garnett  v.  Mey- 
ers, 65  Neb.  280,  91  N.  W.  400,  94  N.  W. 
803;Consterdine  v.  Moore,  65  Neb.  291,  101 
Am.  St.  Rep.  620,  91  N.  W.  399,  96  N.  W. 
1021;  Allen  v.  Dunn,  71  Neb.  831,  99  N.  W. 
080. 

When  a  note  secured  by  a  mortgage  is 
taken  up  at  or  before  its  maturity,  and  a 
new  note  or  renewal  note  is  given  in  lieu 
of  the  same,  or  substituted  for  it,  the  mort- 
gage continues  as  security  for  the  debt  in 
its  new  form,  and  there  is  no  change  in  the 
rights  or  remedies  of  the  mortgagee. 

William  v.  Starr,  5  Wis.  534;  Jones  t. 
New  York  Guaranty  ft  Indemnity  Co.  101 
U.  S.  622,  25  L.  ed.  1030;  Davis  v.  Thomas, 
66  Neb.  26,  92  N.  W.  187;  MuUins  v.  Clark, 
13  Ky.  L.  Rep.  29,  16  S.  W.  784;  Bigelow 
V.  Capen,  145  Mass.  270,  13  N.  E.  896; 
Reid  V.  Abernethy,  77  Iowa,  438,  42  N.  W. 
364;  Pomroy  v.  Rice,  16  Pick.  22;  Watkins 
V.  Hill,  8  Pick.  522;  McKinster  v.  Babcock, 

26  N.  Y.  378;  Hill  v.  Beebe,  13  N.  Y.  556; 

27  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  1410. 

The  plaintiff  does  not  waive  the  right  to 
have  its  case  sutaiitted  to  a  jury,  by  ask- 
ing for  the  direction  of  a  verdict  in  its  fa- 
vor, if,  prior  to  the  time  that  the  defend- 
ant moves,  or  prior  to  the  time  tliat  tlie 
court  directs  a  verdict,  it  asks  and  demands 
that  the  issues  l>e  submitted  to  the  jury. 

Thompson  v.  Brennan,  104  Wis.  564,  80  N. 
W.  947;  Stauff  v.  Bingenheimer,  94  Minn. 
309,  102  N.  W.  694;  Twohy  Mercantile  Co. 
v.  McDonald,  108  Wis.  21,  83  N.  W.  1107; 
Poppitz  V.  German  Ins.  Co.  85  Minn.  118, 
88  N.  W.  438;  National  Cash  Register  Co. 
V.  Bonneville,  119  Wis.  222,  96  N.  W.  558: 
Minahan  v.  Grand  Trunk  Western  R.  Co.  70 


322,  58  Pac.  872,  holding  that  the  negoti- 
ability of  a  note  was  not  affected  by  cov- 
enants in  the  mortgage  providing  that,  in 
case  of  a  sale  of  tlie  land,  the  money 
should  be  applied  to  the  payment,  first,  of 
expenses  including  attorneys'  fees,  next  to 
taxes  and  insurance,  and  lastly  to  the 
amount  of  the  note  and  interest. 

But  in  Meyer  v.  Weber,  133  Cal.  681,  On 
Pac.  1110,  it  was  held  that  a  note,  and  a 
mortgage  given  to  secure  it,  delivered  at 
the  same  time  and  relating  to  the  same 
subject-matter,  formed  substantially  one 
transaction,  to  be  taken  and  considered  to- 
gether, and  that  a  clause  in  the  mortgage 
providing  for  attorneys'  fees  rendered  the 
note  itself  non-negotiable  under  statutory 
provision  to  the  effect  that  to  be  negoti- 
able a  note  must  be  payable  in  money  only, 
and  without  conditions  uncertain  of  fulfil- 
ment, or  any  other  contract  than  such  as 
was  specified. 

The  holding  of  the  Meyer  Case,  supra, 
was  followed  in  Cornish  v.  Wolverton,  32 
Mont.  456,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  598,  81  Pac. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


4,  where  the  mortgage  securing  the  note 
contained  a  number  of  conditions  includ- 
ing one  for  the  allowance  of  $150  as  an 
attorney's  fee.  The  court  said  in  part: 
"So  that,  if  the  mortgage  referred  to  in 
the  note  contains  conditions  which  render 
the  note  uncertain  as  to  the  amount  to  br 
paid  and  the  time  of  payment,  these  must 
be  read  into  the  note.  The  two  must  be 
read  and  construed  together  to  ascertain 
the  nature  of  the  agreement  upon  which 
the  negotiable  character  of  the  note  de- 
pends. The  reference  to  the  mortgage 
brings  to  the  notice  of  everyone  dealing 
with  the  note  all  the  conditions  attached, 
so  that,  even  though  it  should  be  held 
n^otiable  so  far  as  concerns  the  condi- 
tions expressed  upon  its  face,  its  negotiable 
character  must  be  determined  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  mortgage." 

Upon  the  general  question  of  the  effect 
of  provisions  in  mortgages  securing  notes 
upon  the  negotiability  of  the  notes  them- 
selves, see  note  to  Brooke  v.  Struthera,  SS 
L.R.A.  536. 
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C.  C.  A.  403,  133  Fed.  37;  German-Amer- 
ican Bank  v.  Cunningham,  97  App.  Div.  244, 
89  N.  Y.  Supp.  836. 

Mr.   A.   B.    Honnold   for   defendant   in 


'U'illtamii,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  following  questions  are  raised  by  this 
record: 

•(1)  Was  the  note  of  December  10,  1905, 
which  is  claimed  to  have  been  secured  by 
the  mortgage  on  the  wagon  and  two  mules, 
negotiable  in  character  and  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  and  exemptions  of  negotiable 
paper? 

(2)  Was  there  such  an  alteration  as  ren- 
dered the  same  void? 

(3)  Was  said  note  of  December  19th  exe- 
cuted in  lieu  of  the  one  of  November  8th, 
and  intended  to  be  secured  by  the  mort- 
gage executed  to  secure  the  payment  of  the 
said  note  of  November  8th  t 

(4)  The  plaintiff  in  error  holding  said 
note  of  December  19th  as  collateral  security 
for  pre-existing  indebtedness  and  an  exten- 
sion thereon,  is  it  a  bona  fide  holder  unaf- 
fected by  equities  between  the  original  par- 
ties of  which  it  had  no  notice? 

(5)  The  plaintiff  and  defendant  in  the 
court  below  having  verbally  moved  the  court 
to  direct  a  verdict  in  their  favor,  did  this 
eonstitute  a  waiver  of  the  right  to  have  the 
jury  return  a  verdict? 

1.  It  was  uniformly  held  by  the  supreme 
court  of  the  territory  of  Oklahoma  that  a 
note  containing  a  stipulation  for  the  pay- 
ment of  air  attorney's  fee  is  not  n^otiable. 
Randolph  t.  Hudson,  12  Okla.  516,  74  Pac. 
946;  Cotton  v.  John  Deere  Plow  Co.  14 
Okla.  605,  78  Pac.  321.  This  rule  has  been 
adhered  to  by  this  court.  Clevenger  v.  Lew- 
is, 20  Okla.  837,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  410,  95 
Pac.  230.  The  rule,  however,  has  been 
changed  by  statute,  which,  however,  does 
not  apply  to  this  case.  See  act  of  March 
20,  1909  (Okla.  Sess.  Laws  1909,  chap.  24, 
art  2,  §  2,  subd.  5,  p.  389).  In  the  case 
at  bar  the  note  on  its  face  is  negotiable,  but 
it  is  insisted  by  the  defendant  in  error  that 
the  mortgage  securing  payment  of  same  pro- 
vides for  an  attorney's  fee  in  the  event  of 
foreclosure,  and  that  such  provision  also 
shall  be  construed  as  included  in  the  note, 
thereby  rendering  it  non-negotiable.  There 
is  a  conflict  of  authority  on  this  question. 
The  great  weight  seems,  however,  to  be 
against  the  contention  of  defendant  in  er- 
ror, supporting  the  rule  that  a  covenant  or 
mortgage  which  is  framed  purely  for  the 
pnrpoae  of  security,  and  for  enforcement  of 
which  resort  could  be  had  only  to  the  prop- 
erty mortgaged,  and  not  a  part  of  any  debt 
bv  virtue  of  the  note,  but,  on  account  of  the 
2C  LJtj^.(N.S.) 


terms  of  the  mortgage,  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions thereof  being  limited  to  providing 
security  for  the  indebtedness,  does  not  af- 
fect the  negotiability  of  the  note.  Thorp  v. 
Mindeman,  123  Wis.  149,  68  L.R.A.  146, 
107  Am.  St.  Rep.  1003,  101  N.  W.  417; 
Frost  V.  Fisher,  13  Colo.  App.  322,  68  Pac. 
872;  Morgan  v.  Martien,  32  Mo.  438;  Mason 
V.  Barnard,  36  Mo.  384;  Thompson  v.  Field, 
38  Mo.  320;  Owings  v.  McKenzie,  133  Mo. 
323,  40  L.R.?^.  154,  33  S.  W.  802;  Wilson  v. 
Campbell,  110  Mich.  580,  35  L.R.A.  644,  68 
N.  W.  278;  Ernst  v.  Steckman,  74  Pa.  13, 
15  Am.  Rep.  542;  Chicago  R.  Equipment  Co. 
V.  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank,  136  U.  S.  268,  34 
L.  ed.  349,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  999.  The  high- 
est courts  of  California,  Michigan,  Missouri, 
North  Dakota,  Pennsylvania,  and  Wiscon- 
sin have  held  that  a  stipulation  in  a  note 
for  an  attorney's  fee  destroys  its  negotia- 
bility. In  the  first  state  the  court,  basing 
its  decision  on  a  statute,  also  holds  that 
such  stipulation  in  a  mortgage  to  secure  a 
note  negotiable  on  its  face  renders  the  same 
non-negotiable.  Meyer  v.  Weber,  133  CaJ. 
681,  65  Pac.  1110.  In  this  case,  however, 
the  decision  was  rendered  by  a  divided  cour^ 
four  members  supporting  and  three  dissent- 
ing. In  Michigan,  the  adjudications  are 
not  in  harmony.  In  Missouri,  North  Da- 
kota, Pennsylvania,  and  Wisconsin  the  gov- 
erning rule  is  contrary  to  that  of  Califor- 
nia, and  harmonizes  with  the  cases  of  Thorp 
V.  Mindeman  and  Frost  v.  Fisher,  supra, 
The  Kansas  decisions  seem  to  be  in  har- 
mony with  them.  However,  when  the  pro- 
visions of  the  mortgage,  by  direct  stipula- 
tion in  the  note,  are  made  a  part  thereof, 
the  same  in  that  event  may  be  rendered  non- 
negotiable.  But  that  is  not  now  before  this 
court.  See  Lockrow  v.  Cline,  4  Kan.  App. 
716,  46  Pac.  720;  Chapman  v.  Steiner,  5 
Kan.  App.  326,  48  Pac.  607;  Wistrand  v. 
Parker,  7  Kan.  App.  662,  62  Pac.  69.  The 
adjudications  of  the  highest  court  in  Ne- 
braska also  seem  to  be  in  accordance  with' 
the  rule  announced  above  as  appearing  to 
be  supported  by  the  weight  of  authority. 
Gamett  v.  Meyers,  65  Neb.  280,  91  N.  W. 
400,  94  N.  W.  803 ;  Consterdine  v.  Moore,  65 
Neb.  291,  101  Am.  St.  Rep.  620,  91  N.  W. 
399,  96  N.  W.  1021;  Allen  v.  Dunn,  71  Neb. 
831,  99  N.  W.  680.  See  also  Wilson's  Rev. 
&  Anno.  Stat.  (Okla.)  1903,  S  3608.  Emi- 
nent authority  also  supports  the  rule  that 
a  notation  on  the  corner  of  a  note  may  not 
render  the  same  non-negotiable.  Howry  v. 
Eppinger,  34  Mich.  29;  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Mineral  Farm  Consol.  Min.  Co.  17  Olo. 
App.  452,  68  Pac.  981;  (Chicago  R.  Equip- 
ment Co.  V.  Merchant's  Nat.  Bank,  supra. 

It  is  further  insisted,  however,  that  §  793, 
Wilson's  Rev.  4  Anno.  Stat.  (Okla.)  1903, 
which  provides,  "several  contracts  relating 
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to  the  same  matters,  between  the  same  par- 
ties, and  made  as  parts  of  substantially  one 
transaction,  are  to  be  taken  together,"  con- 
cludes this  question  in  favor  of  the  de- 
fendant in  error.  This  section  was  bor- 
rowed by  the  lawmakers  of  the  territory  of 
Oklahoma  from  the  statutes  of  Dakota  ter- 
ritory. The  same  statute  was  retained  in 
force  in  the  state  of  North  Dakota.  In  the 
case  of  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Flath,  10  N.  D. 
281,  86  N.  W.  867  (N.  D.  Rev^  Code  1899, 
§  3900),  this  section  was  construed  and  held 
to  constitute  a  rule  of  interpretation  mere- 
ly, and  united  several  contracts  into  a  sin- 
gle contract  only  for  such  purposes,  and 
that  a  real-estate  mortgage  and  the  notes 
secured  thereby  did  not  constitute  a  single 
contract,  but  remained  as  separate  con- 
tracts, except  for  the  purposes  of  inter- 
pretation. No  authority  is  cited  by  the 
defendant  in  error  construing  such  provi- 
sion otherwise.  We  necessarily  conclude 
that  the  stipulation  in  the  mortgage  re- 
garding attorneys'  fees  does  not  render  the 
note  of  December  19th  non-negotiable.  It 
is  also  a  well-supported  rule  that,  if  the 
note  is  negotiable,  the  mortgage  securing 
the  same  shares  the  same  immunity  from 
defenses.  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Flath,  supra; 
Carpenter  v.  I/ongan,  16  Wall.  271,  21  L. 
cd.  313. 

2.  The  defendant  in  error  testified  that 
the  clause  below  his  signature  on  the  lower 
left-hand  corner,  to  wit,  "additional  secu- 
rity, wagon  and  two  mules,"  was  not  on 
said  note  when  executed  by  him,  and  was 
placed  there  without  his  authority  or  con- 
sent. The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  plain- 
tiff in  error  was  that  such  notation  was  on 
said  note  when  received  by  it.  As  a  general 
rule,  the  law  presumes  in  favor  of  inno- 
cence, and  that  an  alteration  in  an  instru- 
ment is  a  legitimate  part  of  it  until  the 
contrary  appears,  but  there  is  a  conflict  of 
authority  as  to  whether  or  not  this  rule 
extends  to  negotiable  securities.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  English  cases  is  that,  where  an 
alteration  is  so  apparent  on  a  bill  or  note 
as  to  raise  a  suspicion  of  doubt,  it  becomes 
incumbent  on  the  plaintiff  to  prove  that  it 
is  still  available,  and  no  burden  rests  on 
the  defendant  to  disprove  it.  Johnson  v. 
Marlborough,  2  Starkie,  313  j  Henman  v. 
Dickinson,  5  Bing.  183;  Bishop  v.  Chambre, 
3  Car.  &  P.  55;  Leykariff  v.  Ashford,  12  J. 
B.  Moore,  281.  There  is  an  irreconcilable 
conflict  in  the  American  authorities.  Mc- 
Micken  v.  Beauchamp,  2  La.  290;  Hills  v. 
Barnes,  11  N.  H.  395;  Commercial  &  R. 
Bank  v.  Lum,  7  How.  (Miss.)  414;  Warren 
V.  Lay  ton,  3  Harr.  (Del.)  404;  Beaman  v. 
Russell,  20  Vt.  205,  49  Am.  Dec.  775;  Da- 
vis V.  Jenney,  1  Met.  221 ;  Bailey  v.  Tay- 
lor, 11  Conn.  531,  29  Am.  Dec.  321:  First' 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Nat.  Bank  v.  Franklin,  20  Kan.  264;  Sinn- 
er V.  Ellis,  6  Ind.  152;  Paramore  v.  Lindsey, 
63  Mo.  63;  White  v.  Hass,  32  Ala.  430,  70 
Am.  Dec.  648;  Hunt  v.  Gray,  35  N.  J.  L. 
227,  10  Am.  Rep.  232;  Hayden  v.  Goodnow, 
39  Conn.  164;  Gooch  v.  Bryant,  13  Me.  386; 
Crabtree  v.  Clark,  20  Me.  337;  Neil  v.  J.  I. 
Case  &  Co.  25  Kan.  510,  37  Am.  Rep.  259; 
Davis  V.  Carlisle,  6  Ala.  707;  Sayre  v.  Rey- 
nolds, 5  N.  J.  L.  737;  Wilson  v.  Hayes,  40 
Minn.  531,  4  L.R.A.  196,  12  Am.  St  Rap. 
754,  42  N.  W.  467.  It  is  not  essential,  how- 
ever, in  this  case  to  determine  what  rule 
shall  govern  this  jurisdiction,  for  the  al- 
teration on  the  left-hand  comer  is  not  such 
an  alteration  or  addition  as  on  the  face  of 
the  note  would  raise  a  suspicion  of  its  puri- 
ty. It  is  not  in  conflict  with  any  of  the 
terms  of  the  note,  and  the  only  effect  it 
would  have  would  be  to  evidence  the  fact 
that  it  was  the  intention  and  purpose  in 
executing  this  note  that  the  same  should 
be  secured  by  the  mortgage  executed  to  se- 
cure the  note  of  November  8th. 

The  question  arises,  then,  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  adding  of  such  a  provision  after 
the  execution,  without  the  knowledge  or  con- 
sent of  the  maker,  amounted  to  such  an  al- 
teration as  to  invalidate  the  same.  If  it 
was  placed  on  said  note  with  a  view  of  its- 
being  made  a  part  thereof,  so  as  to  evi- 
dence the  fact  that  the  note  was  made  in 
lieu  of  the  one  of  November  8th,  and  in- 
tended to  be  secured  by  said  mortgage,  we 
think  that  was  such  a  material  alteration 
as  to  invalidate  the  same.  Okla.  Comp. 
Laws  1909,  §  1141;  Johnson  v.  Heagan,  2a 
Me.  329;  Thornton  v.  Appleton,  29  Me.  298; 
Henning  v.  Werkheiser,  8  Pa.  618 ;  Wheelock 
V.  Freeman,  13  Pick.  165,  23  Am.  Dec.  674; 
Woodworth  v.  Bank  of  America,  19  Johns. 
391,  10  Am.  Dec.  239;  Bachellor  v.  Priest. 
12  Pick.  399;  Hubbard  v.  Williamson,  27 
N.  C.  (6  Ired.  L.)  397;  Burchfleld  v.  Moore, 
3  El.  k  Bl.  683;  Brill  v.  Crick,  1  Mees.  & 
W.  232;  Sanders  v.  Bacon,  8  Johns.  486; 
Dewey  v.  Reed,  40  Barb.  16;  Nacro  v.  B^il- 
ler,  24  Wend.  374. 

In  the  case  of  Benedict  v.  Cowden,  49  N. 
Y.  396,  10  Am.  Rep.  382,  the  court  said: 
"It  is  in  all  cases  a  question  to  be  deter- 
mined upon  the  circumstances  whether  a 
memorandum  or  indorsement  upon  a  note 
or  bill  is  intended  as  a  part  of  the  con- 
tract and  a  modification  of  the  note  or  bill; 
or  whether  it  is  merely  an  earmark  for  the 
purpose  of  identification,  and,  when  the  lat- 
ter is  the  character  and  purpose,  it  will  not 
modify  or  affect  the  contract,  as  it  is  no 
part  of  it."  In  the  case  of  Polo  Mfg.  Co. 
V.  Parr,  8  Neb.  379,  30  Am.  Rep.  830,  1 
N.  W.  312,  the  court  said:  "The  rule  re- 
sults from  the  principle  that  the  construc- 
tion of  the  note  is  to  be  gathered  from  the 
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whole  of  it,  as  well  from  the  words  on  the 
back  as  those  on  the  face.  Therefore  a 
memorandum  upon  the  back  of  a  note,  made 
by  agreement  of  the  parties  before  signing, 
will  bind  all  the  parties  to  it."  Simpson  v. 
StackbOuse,  9  Pa.  186,  49  Am.  Dec.  554; 
Warrington  v.  Early,  2  El.  &  Bl.  763. 

The  question  as  to  the  alteration  of  the 
note  by  the  addition  of  the  clause,  "addi- 
tional security,  a  wagon  and  two  mules," 
was  one  for  the  determination  of  the  jury. 
If  it  was  added  after  the  execution  of  the 
note,  without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of 
the  maker,  with  the  fraudulent  purpose  of 
incorporating  a  provision  in  said  note  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  secured  by  said  mort- 
gage, that  would  be  such  a  material  altera- 
tion as  to  invalidate  same.  On  the  con- 
trary, if  such  a  notation  was  merely  placed 
there  as  a  memorandum  for  reference,  it 
would  not  affect  the  note  in  any  way  what- 
ever. Under  the  entire  record  we  believe 
this  was  a  question  for  the  jury. 

3.  The  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
note  of  December  19th  was  executed  in  lieu 
of  the  one  of  November  8th,  and  to  be  se- 
cured by  the  mortgage  of  November  8th,  or 
was  intended  to  take  the  place  of  the  note 
held  by  the  Wanette  State  Bank,  is  also  a 
question  of  fact  in  this  case,  for  the  de- 
termination of  the  jury.  Hill  v.  Beebe,  13 
N.  Y.  556;  McKinster  v.  Babcock,  26  N.  Y. 
378;  Watkins  v.  Hill,  8  Pick.  522;  Pomroy 
V.  Rice,  16  Pick.  22.  It  appears  that  only 
95  was  advanced  on  this  note  at  the  time 
it  was  received,  it  being  held  also  as  col- 
lateral for  a  pre-existing  debt  which  was 
extended  thereby,  including  $15  advanced 
on  the  note  of  November  8th.  The  state- 
ments made  by  the  payee,  Mrs.  Blanken- 
ship,  and  her  son,  E.  L.  Gibson,  to  the 
cashier  of  the  plaintiff  in  error  bank  as  to 
what  the  defendant  told  them  or  either  of 
them  at  the  time  the  notes  were  executed, 
are  clearly  hearsay,  and  should  not  have 
been  admitted  for  any  purpose.  Eliminate 
such  evidence,  and  that  remaining  tends  to 
show  that  at  a  certain  time  E.  L.  Gibson, 
the  son  of  Mrs.  Blankenship,  brought  the 
note  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  to  negotiate, 
hypothecate,  or  place  it  as  security  for  a 
pre-existing  indebtedness.  The  cashier  de- 
clined to  take  said  note,  on  the  ground  that 
It  was  non-negotiable,  but  advised  him  that, 
If  they  would  procure  a  note  in  lieu  there- 
«)f  that  was  negotiable,  with  a  proper  trans- 
fer of  a  certain  school-land  lease,  he  would 
accommodate  them.  At  a  later  'date  the 
note  of  December  19th,  being  presented  to 
the  cashier,  was  received  by  the  bank.  After 
said  note  matured,  the  cashier  saw  the  de- 
fendant in  error  and  demanded  payment, 
when  he  stated  that  Mrs.  Blankenship  had 
misled  him,  but  that  he  had  the  property 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


covered  by  the  mortgage,  and  did  not  want 
to  be  put  to  any  cost.  However,  the  de- 
fendant in  error  denies  that  he  made  such 
statements.  It  is  not  controverted  that  the 
note  of  November  8th,  secured  by  the  mort- 
gage, was  also  held  by  the  plaintiff  in  er- 
ror at  the  time  of  this  alleged  conversation 
with  the  defendant.  It  may  be  that  he 
was  not  advised  as  to  his  rights  and  de- 
fenses even  against  that  note.  It  is  not 
every  layman  that  would  know  that  such  a 
note  was  non-negotiable,  or  that  his  defense 
would  avail  against  it  when  held  by  the 
bank.  Even  though  the  jury  may  have  be- 
lieved the  statements  of  the  cashier  of  the 
bank,  they  might  also  find  that  it  was  not 
a  statement  that  conflicts  with  the  defense 
in  this  case.  However,  when  you  consider 
the  fact  that  the  defendant  in  error  exe- 
cuted these  two  notes  with  the  understand- 
ing that  they  were  to  be  placed  in  the  plain- 
tiff in  error  bank,  and  that  afterwards  he 
paid  off  the  note  at  the  Wanette  State  Bank, 
relying  upon  the  statement  of  Mrs.  Blank- 
enship and  her  son  E.  L.  Gibson,  that  they 
had  the  notes  and  mortgage  at  home,  and 
failed  to  take  steps  to  be  repossessed  there- 
of, and  made  no  inquiry  of  the  plaintiff 
in  error  relative  thereto,  these  are  circum- 
stances that  may  be  considered  against  the 
direct  evidence  on  his  part.  It  is  necessary 
for  the  court  to  weigh  the  evidence,  and 
if  the  facts  and  circumstances  are  such  that 
reasonable  minds  disagree  about,  it  has  been 
time  and  again  held  by  this  court  that  it  be- 
comes a  question  of  fact,  for  the  jury's  de- 
termination. 

4.  It  is  next  contended  that,  if  the  plain- 
tiff in  error  held  said  note  as  collateral  se- 
curity for  a  pre-existing  indebtedness  and 
an  extension  thereof,  it  was  not  a  bona  fide 
holder  thereof.  The  decided  weight  of  au- 
thority seems  to  be  that  on  the  transfer  be- 
fore maturity,  by  indorsement  in  writing, 
of  a  negotiable  note  to  secure  an  antecedent 
debt,  which  has  been  extended  on  account  of 
the  placing  of  such  collateral  as  security 
thereof,  the  indorsee  thereof  becomes  a  bona 
flde  holder  unaffected  by  equities  between 
the  original  parties.  Swift  v.  Tj'son,  16  Pet. 
1,  10  L.  ed.  865;  Brooklyn  City  4  N.  R.  Co. 
V.  National  Bank,  102  U.  S.  14,  26  L.  ed. 
61;  McCarty  v.  Roots,  21  How.  432,  10  L. 
ed.  162;  Goodman  v.  Simonds,  20  How.  343, 
15  L.  ed.  934;  Gates  v.  First  Nat.  Bank, 
100  U.  S.  239,  25  L.  ed.  580;  1  Dan.  Neg. 
Inst.  5th  ed.  §  829.  In  the  case  of  Loewen 
V.  Forsee,  137  Mo.  29,  59  Am.  St.  Rep.  489, 
38  S.  W.  712,  whilst  the  court  holds  to  the 
contrary  rule  on  account  of  the  previous  ad- 
judications of  the  courts  in  that  state,  yet 
It  admits  that  the  decided  weight  of  au- 
thority seems  to  be  in  accord  with  the  rule 
above  announced. 
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5.  Counsel  for  defendant  in  error  in  his 
brief  insists  tliat,  eacli  party  having  asked 
for  a  peremptory  instruction,  it  had  the 
effect  of  taking  the  case  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  jury  and  leaving  it  to  the  court,  and  in 
that  event,  if  it  became  necessary  for  the 
court  to  weigh  conflicting  evidence,  that  then 
the  giving  of  the  peremptory  instruction  in 
favor  of  the  defendant  in  error  was  without 
error,  and,  in  any  event,  the  evidence  was 
conflicting,  and  that  this  court  will  not  dis- 
turb the  finding  of  the  court  where  there  is 
conflict  in  the  evidence.  There  are  some  au- 
thorities that  support  this  contention,  but 
we  decline  to  follow  the  same. 

Further,  §  20  of  article  7  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  Oklahoma  provides  that  "in  all 
issues  of  fact  joined  in  any  court,  all  par- 
ties may  waive  the  right  to  have  the  same 
determined  by  jury,  in  which  case  the  find- 
ing of  the  judge  upon  the  facts  shall 
have  the  force  and  effect  of  a  verdict  by 
jury."  In  order  to  agree  with  the  conten- 
tion of  the  defendant  in  error,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  conclude  that  the  verbal  mov- 
ing by  each  side  for  a  peremptory  instruc- 
tion was  tantamount  to  a  waiving  of  the 
rights  of  trial  by  a  jury.  Section  20,  su- 
pra, is  identical  with  §  13  of  article  4  of  the 
Constitution  of  North  Carolina.  In  the  case 
of  State  ex  rel.  Armfield  v.  Brown,  70  N.  C. 
27,  the  court  said:  "The  right  of  jury  trial 
here  secured  is  not  absolute,  but  tub  modo, 
— ^that  is,  upon  all  issues  joined, — ^the  mean- 
ing of  which  term  can  only  be  ascertained 
outside  of  the  Constitution,  and  in  the  leg- 
islation, since,  to  secure  the  benefit  of  this 
provision  of  the  Constitution.  .  .  .  There 
are  three  modes  of  waiving  a  jury  trial: 
1  By  default;  2  by  written  consent;  and  3 
by  oral  consent  entered  on  the  minutes  of 
court.  Supposing  these  modes  of  the  waiver 
of  a  jury  trial  were  not  merely  directory, 
but  essential,  it  would  yet  seem  that  a  ref- 
erence, appearing  of  record,  is  the  highest 
evidence  of  waiver,  and  cannot  be  questioned 
without  impairing  the  value  and  due  order 
of  judicial  proceedings."  lo  the  case  of 
Hahn  v.  Brinson,  133  N.  C.  7,  45  S.  E.  359, 
the  court  said:  "It  is  provided  by  the 
Code  that  a  jury  trial  may  be  waived  by 
written  consent,  in  person  or  by  attorney, 
filed  with  the  clerk,  or  by  oral  consent  en- 
tered in  the  minutes,  and  that,  when  a  jury 
trial  is  thus  waived,  the  -decision  of  the 
judge  shall  be  filed  with  the  clerk  during 
the  term  of  the  court  at  which  the  trial 
takes  place,  .  .  .  and,  as  the  require- 
ments of  the  Code  and  of  the  rule  of  this 
court  have  not  been  complied  with,  we  must 
hold  that  there  was  no  agreement  to  waive 
a  jury  trial,  and  consequently  no  consent  to 
the  rendition  of  judgment  out  of  term,  be- 
eauce  there  is  no  legal  evidence  of  the  same." 
26  L.R.A.(y.S.) 


The  supreme  court  of  Nortli  Carolina  has 
never  held,  under  such  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  enforcing  statutes 
thereto,  that  a  jury  might  be  waived  dehors 
the  record.  In  the  case  of  Johnston  v. 
Uaynes,  68  N.  C.  509,  where  the  written  con- 
sent was  neither  filed  nor  any  oral  consent 
entered  of  record,  it  was  held  that  it  was 
too  late  to  object  in  the  supreme  court 
that  such  consent  had  not  been  made,  or 
did  not  appear  of  record.  In  numerous 
North  Carolina  cases  it  has  been  held  that, 
where  any  paper  or  order  of  record  rea- 
sonably showed  consent,  either  express 
or  implied,  to  waive  a  jury,  the  jury  would 
be  considered  as  waived.  In  this  case 
there  appears  nothing  of  the  kind.  CHcls. 
Comp.  Laws  1909,  §  6808,  provides  that 
"the  trial  by  jury  may  be  waived  by  the 
parties,  in  actions  arising  on  contract,  and 
with  the  assent  of  the  court  in  other  actions, 
in  the  following  manner:  By  the  consent 
of  the  party  appearing  when  the  other  party 
fails  to  appear  at  the  trial  by  himself  or  at- 
torney. By  written  consent,  in  person  or 
by  attorney,  filed  with  the  clerk.  By  oral 
consent,  in  open  court,  entered  on  the  jour- 
nal." The  moving  for  peremptory  instruc- 
tion by  each  side  in  this  case  cannot  be  fair- 
ly inferred  to  come  within  such  rule;  there 
being  nothing  of  record  in  any  way  to  show 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  parties 
thereby  to  waive  a  jury. 

The  judgment  of  the  lower  court  is  re- 
versed, with  instructions  to  grant  a  new 
trial  and  proceed  in  accordance  with  thia 
opinion. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 


WASHINGTON  STTPBEME  COURT. 

CHARLES  H.  McEVOY  and  Wife,  Respts., 

v. 

ANDREW  TAYLOR  and  Wife,  Appts. 

(—  Wash.  — ,  105  Pac.  851.) 

Riparian  rights  —  pollution  of  water  — 
live  stock. 

1.  The  owner  of  land  on  which  a  small 
stream  arises  forming  a  small  pond  near  its 
source  cannot  be  enjoined  by  a  lower  ri- 
parian owner  from  letting  his  livestock 
and  geese  have  access  to  the  pond,  although 


Note.  ^Pollution    of   vMter  course   hy 
atock. 

The  question  whether  one  is  liable  in 
damages,  or  can  be  enjoined  from  letting 
his  cattle  or  other  live  stock  have  access 
to  a  stream  or  other  body  of  water,  or  from 
maintaining  yards  or  pens  inclosing  them, 
near   such  strenTn.  because  of  a  resultine 
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they   pollute    the    wa.ter   to    some    extent, 
kince  the  uBe  is  merely  a  reasonable  one, 
which  he  is  entitled  to  make. 
Water  —  appropriation  —  pollntlon  — 

right  to  object. 

2.  A  nonriparian  appropriator  of  the 
water  of  a  stream  cannot  object  to  the 
maintenance  of  an  existing  hogpen  by  a 
riparian  owner,  near  the  head  spring. 

(December  16,  1900.) 

iPPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  decree  of 
the   Superior   Court   for   Walla  Walla 
County  enjoining  an  alleged  unreasonable 
use  of  a  certain  natural  stream.     Reversed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.   Danphy,   ETans,   A  Oarrecht 
for  appellants. 

Morris,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
eo«rt: 

Appellants  own  a  small  tract  of  land  on 
the  outskirts  of  Walla  Walla.     Springs  of 


water  rise  upon  the  land,  and  the  waters 
therefrom  form  a  small  pond  about  20  feet 
in  width  and  40  feet  in  length.  From  this 
pond  the  water  flows  in  a  small  stream 
down  upon  and  across  respondents'  prop- 
erty. The  action  was  brought,  alleging  the 
pollution  of  the  water  by  appellants  in  per- 
mitting their  horses,  cattle,  and  geese  to  use 
the  pond  so  as  to  befoul  its  waters  and  ren- 
der its  use  unfit  for  respondents.  The  action 
resulted  in  the  court  enjoining  the  appel- 
lants from  permitting  their  horses,  cattle, 
or  geese  from  entering  into  and  corrupting 
the  water,  so  as  to  prevent  its  &ovr  in  its 
natural  purity,  commanded  them  to  clean 
out  the  spring,  restoring  it  to  its  natural 
condition,  and  to  remove  a  hogpen  situate 
near  the  head  of  one  of  the  springs,  which 
last  spring,  however,  did  not  empty  its 
water  into  the  pond.  From  the  decree  so 
entered,  defendants  have  appealed. 

Respondents   have  not  appeared   in  this' 
court,  so  that  we  have  not  the  benefit  .of  a 


pollution  of  the  water,  depends  upon  the 
further  question  whether  or  not  the  use  so 
made  of  the  stream  is  a  reasonable  use;  the 
rule  being  well  established  that  each  ri- 
parian owner  is  entitled  to  a  reasonable 
use  of  the  waters  as  an  incident  to  his 
ownership,  and  that  the  use  of  each  must 
be  consistent  with  the  rights  of  others. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  statement, 
and  as  is  well  illustrated  by  McEvoT  v. 
Taylob,  it  is  held  that  a  riparian  owner 
may  allow  his  Cattle  or  other  live  stock  to 
have  access  to  the  stream  or  other  water 
course,  although  as  an  incident  thereto  the 
water  may  become  befouled  to  some  extent. 
A  case  similar  in  many  respects  to 
McEvoT  V.  Tatlob,  and  holding  to  the 
same  effect,  is  Helfrich  v.  Catonsville  Water 
Co.  74  Md.  260,  13  L.R.A.  117,  28  Am.  St 
Ren.  245,  22  Atl.  72,  therein  set  out  and 
sufficiently  reviewed. 

This  seems  also  to  have  been  recognized 
in  George  v.  Chester,  59  Misc.  553,  111  N. 
Y.  Supp.  722,  afiirmed  without  opinion  in 
121  N.  ¥.  Supp.  1131,  and  Heaton  v.  Chest- 
er, 59  Misc.  568,  111  N.  Y.  Supp.  723. 

A  statement  to  this  effect  is  also  found  in 
30  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  382. 
And  see  People  ex  rel.  Ricks  Water  Co.  v. 
Elk  River  Mill  &  Lumber  Co.  infra. 

In  Hazeltine  v.  Case,  46  Wis.  391,  32  Am. 
Rep.  715,  1  N.  W.  66,  it  was  held  that  one 
maintaining  a  hog  yard  on  his  premises, 
thereby  causing  the  pollutipn  of  a  stream, 
could  not  complain  of  a  charge  to  the 
jury  to  the  effect  that  each  riparian  pro- 
prietor was  entitled  to  the  use  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  stream  in  its  natural  flow,  sub- 
ject to  its  reasonable  use  by  other  pro- 
prietors; that  each  proprietor  had  an  equal 
right  to  the  use  of  the  stream  for  the  ordi- 
nary purposes  of  his  house  and  farm,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  watering  his  stock,  even 
though  such  use  might,  in  some  dejrree,  les- 
•en  the  volume  of  Uie  stream  or  affect  the 
26  LJLA.(N.S.) 


purity  of  the  water;  that  the  lower  pro- 
prietor had  no  superior  right  in  this  re- 
gard over  a  proprietor  higher  up  <on  the 
stream,  because  each  was  entitled  to  make 
a  beneficial  and  reasonable  use  of  the 
stream  in  its  natural  state;  that  if,  in  its 
natural  state,  the  stream  was  useful  both 
for  domestic  or  household  purposes  and  for 
watering  stock,  but  the  use  for  ordinary 
stock  purposes  was  more  valuable  or  bene- 
ficial for  all  the  owners  along  the  stream 
than  the  use  for  domestic  purposes,  then 
the  less  valuable  must  yield  to  the  more 
valuable  use;  but  that  its  reasonable  use 
for  all  purposes  should  be  preserved,  if  pos- 
sible, and  that  they  must  determine  from 
all  the  facts  proven,  taken  into  account  the 
size,  nature,  and  condition  of  the  streajn, 
whether  the  defendant  made  a  reasonable 
and  proper  use  of  it  by  keeping  a  large 
number  of  hogs  confined  near  it,  or  permit- 
ting such  animals  to  go  into  the  stream 
and  wallow  in  the  water. 

Un  the  other  hand  it  has  been  held,  or 
at  least  recognized,  in  a  number  of  cases, 
that  the  maintaining  of  extensive  cattle 
yards  or  hogpens  upon  or  near  a  water 
course  caused  such  a  pollution  of  the 
water  as  to  amount  to  an  unreasonable  use, 
and  to  give  the  lower  riparian  owner  a  right 
to  maintain  a  suit  for  injunction  or  an 
action   for  damages. 

Cases  of  this  nature  are  People  ex  rel. 
Ricks  Water  Co.  v.  Elk  River  Mill  & 
Lumber  Co.  107  Cal.  214,  48  Am.  St.  Rep. 
121,  40  Fac.  486  (maintaining  of  cow 
stables  and  hogpens  directly  upon  the  banks 
of  a  stream  used  for  domestic  purposes  by 
lower  riparian  owners)  ;  Ferguson  v.  Fir- 
menich  Mfg.  Co.  77  Iowa,  570,  14  Am.  St. 
Rep.  319,  42  N.  W.  448  (maintaining  of 
sheds  for  feeding  cattle  in  connection  with 
glucose  factory) ;  Baltimore  v.  Warren  Jlfg. 
Co.  50  Md.  06  (pollution  of  stream  used  for 
[municipal     water     supply,     by    hogpens); 
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brief  in  their  betialf.  The  only  question  in- 
volved in  the  appeal  is  the  general  one  in- 
volved in  the  decree.  The  parties  being  ri- 
parian owners,  their  respective  rights  to  the 
use  of  the  water  are  to  be  determined  by 
their  rights  as  such  riparian  owners.  These 
rights  are  now  well  established.  Each  ripa- 
rian OAvner  is  entitled  to  a  reasonable  use 
of  the  waters  as  an  incident  to  his  owner- 
ship, and,  as  all  owners  upon  the  same 
stream  have  the  same  right  of  reasonable 
use,  the  use  of  each  must  be  consistent  with 
the  rights  of  others,  and  the  right  of  each 
is  qualified  by  the  rights  of  others.  We  are 
speaking  now  of  rights  common  and  inci- 
dental to  riparian  ownership,  without  re- 
^rd  to,  and  unaffected  by,  any  modification 
of  grant,  prescription,  or  prior  appropria- 
tion which  ofttimes  enters  into  and  largely 
determines  the  use  of  water  by  riparian 
owners.  In  cases  of  this  character,  the  ques- 
tion to  be  determined  largely  is:  What  is 
a  reasonable  use,  and  is  tlie  diminution  and 
pollution  of  the  stream  other  and  beyond 
the  rights  accorded  under  a  reasonable  uset 
If  the  upper  owner  goes  beyond  this  reason- 
able uie  and  damages  the  lower  owner,  then 
he  must  answer   in  damages   or   have  his 


unreasonable  use  enjoined ;  but  if  his  proper 
and  reasonable  use  causes  damage  to  the 
lower  owner,  such  damage  flowing  from  the 
proper  use  of  a  natural  right  is  damnum 
absque  injuria. 

Having  determined  the  character  of  per- 
missive use  of  the  water  by  the  upper  own- 
er, we  will  examine  the  evidence  to  ascer- 
tain whether  or  no  appellants'  use  extended 
beyond  their  rights.  The  tract  of  land 
owned  by  appellants  comprises  7Vi  acres. 
The  spring  and  pond  are  inclosed,  with 
about  %  of  an  acre,  by  a  fence  with  an 
open  gateway.  Appellants  at  the  time  of 
the  trial  below  owned  three  horses,  two 
cows,  and  five  geese.  They  had  at  different 
times  had  as  many  as  six  cows  and  six  or 
seven  horses,  and  for  about  four  months  in 
the  year  they  have  as  many  as  twenty 
geese;  the  increase  being  goslings,  which  are 
sold  each  year  in  the  fall.  The  cows  and 
geese  roam  around  in  the  pasture  land  out- 
side the  spring  inclosure.  The  cows  come 
down  through  the  open  gateway  to  the  pond 
to  drink,  and  the  geese  at  times  swim  upon 
its  surface.  The  horses  are  also  watered 
there.  After  leaving  appellants'  tract,  the 
water  flows  about  300  feet,  when  it  reaches 


Smiths  V.  McConathy,  31  Mo.  617  (pigsty 
on  stream,  maintained  in  connection  with 
distillery) ;  Barton  v.  Union  Cattle  Co.  28 
Neb.  350,  7  L..R.A.  457,  26  Am.  St.  Rep. 
340,  44  N.  W.  454  (maintaining  of  exten- 
sive cattle  feeding  barns  near  stream) ; 
Davis  V.  Lambertson,  66  Barb.  480  (hog- 
pens maintained  in  connection  with  cheese 
factory)  ;  Greene  v.  Nunnemacher,  36  Wis. 
50    (maintaining   of   cattle    pens   and    hog- 

fens     in     connection    with     distillery)  ;     2 
arnham,  Waters,  p.  1691,  30  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  381. 

In  People  ex  rel.  Ricks  Water  Co.  v.  Elk 
biver  Mill  &  Lumber  Co.  supra,  the  court 
took  occasion  to  say:  "The  decision  does 
not  go  to  the  extent  that  appellant  appre- 
hends. It  does  not  determine  that  one  may 
not  depasture  stock  upon  the  lands  com- 
prising the  watershed  drained  by  the  river, 
because  they  would  necessarily  pollute  the 
water,  nor  that  he  cannot  maintain  stables 
and  hogpens  upon  the  land,  but  only  that 
they  must  not  be  in,  or  directly  upon,  the 
banks  of  the  stream.  It  holds  that  this  is 
An  unreasonable  use  of  such  streams  by  a 
riparian  owner  as  against  lower  riparian 
owners.  But  if  stock,  not  confined  upon  the 
river  banks,  following  their  natural  in- 
stincts cause  such  pollution,  it  would  be 
a  different  matter.  So,  if  the  hogpen  and 
the  cow  stable  were  at  a  reasonable  dis- 
tance from  the  river,  the  fact  that  the 
winter  rains  washed  some  impurities  into 
the  stream  would  be  something  of  which 
lower  riparian  proprietors  could  not  com- 
plain. The  acts  enjoined  are  equivalent  to 
actually  putting  the  polluting  material 
directlv  into  the  water.  If  the  conforma- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


tion  of  defendant's  land  is  such  that  he 
cannot  carry  on  a  dairy  without  putting 
such  filth  directly  into  the  water,  then  he 
must  find  some  other  use  for  the  land." 

In  Durango  v.  Chapman,  27  Colo.  169,  60 
Pac.  636,  a  person  was  prohibited  from 
maintaining  a  pigsty,  by  the  terms  of  an 
ordinance  which  prohibited  the  maintain- 
ing of  the  same  on  a  certain  river  used  for 
municipal  water  supply,  when  such  pigsty 
was  so  situated  that  drainage  therefrom 
might  reach  the  river,  and  was  within  5 
miles  of  the  point  where  the  city  took  its 
water  supply.  The  court  in  this  case  said 
that  the  fact  that  the  pigsty  was  well  kept 
constituted  no  defense. 

In  People  v.  Borda,  105  Cal.  636,  38  Pac. 
1110,  it  was  held  that  a  statute  making  it  u 
misdeameanor  to  keep  any  sheep  or  other 
live  stock  penned,  corralled,  or  housed  on, 
over,  or  on  the  borders  of  any  stream  used 
for  municipal  water  supply,  and  which  are 
thereby  polluted,  was  applicable  to  a  case 
where  a  large  band  of  sheep  was  daily 
driven  to  such  stream,  and  herded  there  by 
the  aid  of  men  and  dogs  for  a  considerable 
part  of  the  day. 

This  note  does  not  include  cases  passing  on 
the  question  whether  one  who  has  the  right 
of  maintaining  a  ditch  over  another's  land 
may  maintain  an  action  against  the  latter 
for  permitting  his  cattle  or  other  live  stock 
to  pollute  the  water  in  such  ditch.  Such  a 
case  is  Bellevue  v.  Daly,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
902,  and  others  are  included  in  a  note  at- 
tached thereto. 

For  cases  on  pollution  of  stream  by 
mining  operations,  see  case  note  to  Straight 
T.  Hover.  22  L.R.A.(NS.)    276. 
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the  point  where  respondents  take  it,  using 
it  for  the  laundry  and  bathroom,  but  not 
for  drinlcing  or  culinary  purposes.  Respond- 
ents ind  witnesses  testify  to  seeing  the 
horsea,  cons,  and  geese  in  the  pond ;  titat 
the  pond  aometinies  has  what  tliey  describe 
as  a  "green  scum"  on  its  surface,  and  leaves 
and  feathers  float  upon  it;  that  the  water 
when  it  reaches  them  has  a  bad  odor,  and 
in  their  opinion  is  unfit  for  domestic  use. 
Other  witnesses  for  appellants  testify  to 
drinking  the  water  at  the  point  of  respond- 
ents' taking,  and  finding  it  sweet  and  clear; 
uthera  that  the  spring  and  pond  were  clean. 
It  cannot  be  gathered  from  all  the  evi- 
dence of  respondents  but  that  the  use  of  the 
spring  and  pond  by  ap))ellants  was  a  natu- 
ral use.  They  had  the  right  to  use  the 
!<prin»  and  pond  to  water  their  cattle  or  for 
their  geese  to  swim  upon,  and  the  pollution 
of  the  water,  being  a  natural  incident  to  a 
proper  and  reasonable  use,  cannot  be  re- 
strained nor  prevented.  Gould  v.  Hudson 
River  R.  Co.  6  N.  Y.  522,  552.  In  the  case 
of  Helfrich  v.  Catonville  Water  Co.  74  Md. 
269.  13  L.R.A.  117,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  245, 
22  Atl.  72,  a  case  similar  in  many  respects 
to  the  case  before  us,  the  court,  discussing 
the  rights  of  the  parties,  says:  '"We  must 
confess  that  the  right  of  a  man  to  cultivate 
his  own  fields,  and  to  pasture  his  cattle  on 
hii  own  land,  is  of  an  original  and  primary 
character,  and  that  it  would  be  oppressive 
to  interfere  with  the  free  exercise  of  it, 
except  under  a  necessity  caused  by  grave 
public  considerations.  The  washings  from 
rultirated  fields  might,  and  probably  would, 
carry  soil  and  manure  into  streams  of  wa- 
ter, and  make  them  muddy  and  impure;  and 
•0  the  habits  of  cattle,  according  to  their 
nafural  instincts,  would  lead  them  to  stand 
in  the  water  and  befoul  the  stream;  but, 
nevertheless,  the  owners  of  the  land  must 
not  k>se  the  beneficial  use  of  it.  The  incon- 
veniences which  arise  from  the  pollution  of 
the  water  by  these  causes  must  be  borne 
liy  those  who  suffer  from  them.  ...  So 
far  as  we  can  see  from  the  record,  there  was 
nothing  unreasonable  or  unusual  in  the  way 
>a  which  the  cattle  were  pastured  in  this 
lot.  If  Helfrich  bad  wantonly  or  recklessly 
befouled  the  water  of  the  stream,  or  had 
barassed  the  water  company  or  injured  its 
bnainess  by  an  immoderate  and  excessive 
«ercise  of  his  acknowledged  rights,  he 
would  justly  have  been  responsible  for  his 
(ondnct;  but  nothing  of  this  kind  can  be 
jiutly  attributed  to  him.  He  seems  to  have 
uaed  his  pasture  as  all  men,  time  out  of 
'^«  L.RA.(NA) 


mind,  have  done  in  like  cases.  We  are  not 
unmindful  of  the  vast  number  of  cases  where 
persons  bave  been  enjoined  from  committing 
nuisances  in  running  streams,  and  from  de- 
positing or  permitting  to  be  deposited  in 
them  noxious,  deleterious,  or  unwholesome 
matter,  and  from  any  unlawful  or  unreason- 
able thing  which  impairs  the  legitimate  use 
of  the  water  by  riparian  owners.  Nor  have 
we  overlooked  the  numerous  cases  where  it 
has  been  held  that  certain  kinds  of  manu- 
facturing establishments  have  infringed  the 
vested  rights  of  such  owners.  Our  opinion 
is  placed  on  the  distinct  ground  that  Hel- 
frich was  using  his  pasture  lot  in  a  reason- 
able manner,  and  that  he  had  a  right  so  to 
use  it."  A  like  conclusion  is  reached  in 
People  v.  Hulbert,  131  Mich.  156,  04  L.R.A. 
2G5,  100  Am.  St.  Rep.  588,  91  N.  W.  211, 
where  the  court  reviews  many  authorities, 
holding  the  ordinary  use  of  the  water  for 
the  home  and  cattle  is  a  reasonable  use,  and 
hence  a  permissive  use.  In  Hazeltine  v. 
Case,  40  Wis.  391,  32  Am.  Rep.  716,  1  N.  W. 
GO,  it  was  held  that  the  keeping  of  hogs 
inclosed  in  a  yard,  upon  a  small  running 
stream,  was  a  reasonable  use,  even  though 
the  hogs  so  befouled  the  stream  that  the 
lower  proprietor  could  not  use  the  water 
for  culinary  purposes.  See  also  Gould,  Wat- 
ers, §§  205,  360. 

We  therefore  hold  that  appellants'  use  of 
the  spring  and  pond  was  a  natural  and  rea- 
sonable use,  and  that  it  cannot  be  enjoined. 
The  spring  which  did  not  flow  into  the  pond, 
but  was  likewise  affected  by  the  decree  of 
the  court,  was  riparian  to  appellants'  lands, 
but  not  to  respondents,'  it  being  shown  that 
in  its  natural  state  the  water  from  it  flowed 
into  Garrison  creek,  and  could  not  reach  re- 
spondents' lot  unless  intercepted,  piped,  and 
thus  diverted,  which  respondents  did  about 
two  years  ago;  while  appellants'  use,  which 
was  enjoined,  had  been  for  twelve  years. 
Respondents,  being  nonriparian  proprietors, 
could  not  enjoin  the  use  against  a  prior 
riparian  proprietor.  When  respondents  ap- 
propriated this  water,  they  appropriated 
what  then  existed,  and  no  cause  of  action 
is  open  to  them  to  change  rights  acquired 
by  a  prior  lawful  use.  Conrad  v.  Arrowhead 
Hot  Springs  Hotel  Co.  103  Cal.  390,  37  Pac. 
386,  388. 

We  therefore  hold  the  injunction  was  im- 
properly issued,  and  the  judgment  is  re- 
versed, and  the  action  will  be  dismissed. 


Rudkin,   Ch.  J., 
wick,  JJ.,  concur. 


and  Gose  and  Cbad- 


15 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ILLINOIS  SUPREME  COURT. 


OCX, 


ILIilNOIS  SrPBEMB  COURT. 

AMANDA  L.  SHRADER 

V. 

CLEVELAND,  CINCINNATI,  CHICAGO, 
&  ST.  LOUIS  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 
Appt. 

(242  111.  227,  89  N.  E.  997.) 

Highway  —  changing  grade  —  benellt- 
Ing  railroad  ^liability. 

1.  A  railroad  company  is  under  a  con- 
stitutional provision  requiring  payment  of 
damages  for  property  injured  for  public  use, 
liable  for  injury  to  property  abutting  on 
the  street,  by  the  construction  of  a  via- 
duct, under  authority  of  the  municipality, 
to  carry  a  street  over  its  tracks  which  in- 
tersect it,  if  the  work  is  done  for  its  bene- 
fit, to  enable  it  to  lay  its  tracks  through 
the  municipality.  ^ 

Trial  —  Instruction  —  absence  of  preju- 
dice. 

2.  A  railroad  company  which  is  sought 
to  be  held  liable  for  obstructing  the  drain- 
age from  a  lot  abutting  on  a  street,  the 


grade  of  which  it  ohanges  for  its  own  bene- 
fit, is  not  injured  by  a  statement  in  an  in- 
struction as  to  the  character  of  opening  ! 
which  it  should  have  left  in  its  embank- 
ment, if  it  in  fact  left  none. 
Appeal  —  erroneous  evidence  —  non- 
prejudicial error. 

3.  The  erroneous  admission  of  evidence  | 
upon  the  question  of  damages  for  injury  to 
abutting  property  by  the  construction  of  a 
viaduct  in  a  street  is  not  reversible  error, 
if  there  is  sufficient  competent  evidence  to 
sustain  the  verdict. 

(October  26,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Appellate  Court,  Fourth  District, 
affirming  a  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Lawrence  County  in  plaintiiTs  favor  in 
an  action  brought  to  recover  damages  for 
injuries  to  plaintiff's  property  caused  by 
the  alleged  negligent  construction  on  ad- 
joining property  of  an  approach  to  a  via- 
duct, which  obstructed  proper  drainage  from 
plaintiff's  property.    AHirmed. 


Note.  —  lAability  of  railrofid  company 
to  ahutting  owner  for  damages  from 
change  of  grade  of  highway  neces- 
aary  to  carry  it  across  tracks. 

This  note  includes  only  cases  in  which  the 
railroad  crosses  the  highway,  and  excludes 
cases  in  which  it  runs  longitudinally  on 
and  along  it. 

It  is  held  by  what  is  probably  the  better 
reason  that  an  injury  to  an  abutting  own- 
er by  a  change  of  grade  in  a  highway,  neces- 
sary to  carry  it  across  the  tracks  of  a  rail- 
road, is  a  taking  within  the  meaning  of  a 
constitutional  provision  that  private  prop- 
erty shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use  with- 
out the  payment  of  just  compensation,  even 
though  the  change  of  grade  is  confined  to 
the  highway,  and  does  not  extend  to  the 
adjacent  land.  Indianapolis,  B.  &  \V.  R. 
Co.  V.  Smith,  62  Ind.  428;  Egbert  v.  Lake 
Shore  &  M.  S.  R.  Co.  6  Ind.  App.  350,  33 
N.  E.  659;  Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  btanley,  10 
Ind.  App.  421,  37  N.  E.  288,  38  N.  E.  421 ; 
Perrine  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  72  N.  J.  L. 
398,  61  Atl.  87;  Buchner  v.  Chicago,  M.  & 
N.  W.  R.  Co.  56  Wis  403,  14  N.  W.  273, 
later  appeal,  60  Wis.  204,  19  N.  W.  56 
(grade  of  highway  cut  down  to  level  of 
grade  of  track)  ;  Shealy  v.  Chicago,  M.  & 
N.  R.  Co.  72  Wis.  471,  40  N.  W.  175,  later 
appeal,  77  Wis.  65.3,  46  N.  W.  887  (grade 
of  highway  cut  down  to  level  of  grade  of 
track ) . 

And  the  liability  of  the  railroad  company 
was  asserted  in  Alabama  Midland  R.  Co.  v. 
Williams,  92  Ala.  277,  9  So.  203,  and  in 
Hare  v.  Pittsburg,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  10 
Pa.  Super.  Ct.  647,  in  which  the  constitu- 
tional provision  is  not  set  forth. 

But  the  contrary  is  held  in  other  cas?9, 
partly  on  the  theory  that  the  damage  is 
not  of  a  direct  or  immediate,  but  of  a 
consequential  or  incidental,  character. 
26  L.Rji.(N.S.) 


Bradley  v.  New  York  t  N.  H.  R.  Co.  21 
Conn.  294  (embankment  impeding  access 
and  cutting  off  light  and  air) ;  Burritt  v. 
New  Haven,  42  Conn.  174;  Whittier  v. 
Portland  &  K.  R.  Co.  38  Me.  26  (cut  to 
bring  highway  to  level  of  track) ;  L'line  v. 
New  York  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  101  N.  Y.  98, 
64  Am.  Rep.  061,  4  N.  E.  536  (raising 
grade) ;  Conklin  v.  New  York,  0.  t  W.  K. 
(>].  102  N.  Y.  107,  6  N.  E.  603;  Rauenstein 
V.  New  York,  L.  &  W.  R.  Co.  136  N.  Y.  628, 
18  L.R.A.  768,  32  N.  E.  1047  (raising 
grade);  Talbot  v.  New  York  &  H.  It.  Co. 
161  N.  Y.  155,  45  N.  E.  382. 

In  some  jurisdictions  where  it  ia  held 
that  a  municipality  is  not  liable  for  in- 
juries to  abutting  owners  caused  by  a 
change  of  grade  by  the  municipality,  it  is 
held  that  a  railroad  company  which,  by 
authority  from  a  municipality,  raises  the 
grade  of  a  street  to  carry  it  over  the  com- 
pany's tracks,  is  not  liable  for  damages  to 
an  abutting  property  owner  because  of  the 
change  of  grade,  since,  if  the  municipality 
could  do  the  work  without  liability,  it 
could  authorize  the  railroad  company  to  do 
so  without  liability.  Uline  v.  New  York 
C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  and  Conklin  v.  New  York, 
O.  4  W.  R.  Co.,  supra;  Wilson  v.  New 
York  C.  4  H.  R.  R.  Co.  39  Hun,  651,  2  N. 
Y.  Supp.  65. 

And  it  has  been  held  that  railroad  com- 
panies are  not  liable,  unless  made  so  by 
statute,  for  damages  to  abutting  owners 
caused  by  changing  the  grade  of  the  rail- 
roads and  of  the  streets,  when  compelled  to 
do  so  to  get  rid  of  grade  crossing.  Robin- 
son V.  Great  Northern  R.  Co.  48  Minn.  445, 
51  N.  W.  384;  Kelly  v.  Minneapolis.  57 
.Minn.  204.  2G  L.R.A.  92,  47  Am.  St  Rep. 
005,  50  N.  W.  304. 

But  when,  by  constitutional,  statutory, 
or  clmrter  provision,  the  railroad  company 
is  required  to  make  compensation  for  prop- 
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SUtement  by  Dunn,  J.: 

The  appellee  recovered  a  judgment  against 
appellant  for  $500  damages  to  real  estate. 
The  appellate  court  affirmed  the  judgment, 
and  the  defendant  appealed  to  this  court, 
baring  obtained  a  certificate  of  importance. 

The  appellee  was  the  owner  of  a  lot,  on 
which  she  resided,  in  the  village  of  St. 
Francisville,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Clark 
street  and  on  the  west  by  Eleventh  street. 
It  was  nearly  level,  and  drained  west  across 
Eleventh  street  through  a  tile  placed  in  the 
street  for  that  purpose.  .The  appellant's 
railroad  track  is  a  few  feet  west  of  and 
nearly  parallel  with  Eleventh  street,  cross- 
ing Clark  street  west  of  the  appellee's  lot 
in  a  cut  about  IS  feet  deep.  On  February 
12,  1907,  an  ordinance  of  the  village  was 
passed  granting  to  the  Cairo,  Vincennes,  & 
Chicago  Railway  Company,  under  which  the 
appellant  claims,  permission  to  construct, 
maintain,  and  operate  its  railroad  over 
certain  streets  and  alleys  of  the  village,  up- 
on the  express  condition,  among  other  things, 


that  it  should  erect  and  permanently  main- 
tain a  viaduct,  or  overhead  bridge,  and  the 
approaches  thereto,  over  its  track  on  Clark 
street,  provided  the  village  should  first  estab- 
lish the  grade  of  said  street  on  both  sides 
of  appellant's  right  of  way  at  a  sufficient 
elevation  to  permit  the  construction  of  said 
viaduct,  or  overhead  bridge,  with  a  vertical 
clearance  of  21  feet  above  the  top  of  the 
rails  of  the  track.  The  ordinance  further 
provided  that  the  grade  of  the  street  at 
each  end  of  the  bridge  should  be  coincident 
with  the  ends  of  that  structure,  and  should 
be  reduced  1  foot  in  12  until  the  existing 
grade  of  the  street  was  reached,  and  appel- 
lant was  authorized  to  construct  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  bridge  on  the  grade  so  estab- 
lished. The  ordinance  required  the  pay- 
ment of  $500  by  the  appellant  to  the  vil- 
lage, and  contained  provisions  releasing  the 
appellant  from  any  liability  in  respect  to 
other  crossings.  The  appellant  accepted  the 
ordinance,  paid  the  $500,  and  otherwise  com- 
plied with  the  terms  of  the  ordinance.    Ap- 


erty  taken  or  injured,  the  abutting  owner 
is  entitled  to  compensation  for  injuries  sus- 
tained from  the  change  of  grade.  Bradley 
v.  New  York  &  N.  H.  R.  Co.  supra  (em- 
bankment impeding  access  and  cutting  oiT 
light  and  air) ;  Nicholson  v.  New  York  & 
X.  H.  R.  Co.  22  Conn.  74,  66  Am.  Dec.  300 ; 
Burritt  v.  New  Haven,  supra  (embankment 
obstructing  access  and  cutting  off  light 
and  air)  ;  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  Co. 
v.  Chicago,  183  HI.  341,  53  N.  E.  048; 
Atchinqn,  T.  &  8.  F.  R.  Co.  ▼.  Pratt,  53 
III.  App.  263  (embankment  obstructing 
aeress) ;  Gates  v.  Chicago,  St.  P.  t  K.  C. 
R.  (u.  82  Iowa,  618,  48  N.  W.  1040  (em- 
bankment to  raise  highway  to  level  of 
track) ;  Nicks  v.  Chicago,  St.  P.  &  K.  C.  R. 
Co.  84  Iowa,  27,  50  N.  W.  222  (embank- 
ment to  carry  highway  over  tracks) ;  Park- 
er v.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  3  Cush.  107,  60 
Am.  Dec.  700  (embankment  to  carry  high- 
way over  tracks) ;  Gardiner  v.  Boston  &  W. 
R.  Corp.  9  Cush.  1  (grade  raised  to  carry 
highway  over  track) ;  New  York,  N.  H.  k 
E.  R.  Co.  178  Mass.  386,  69  N.  E.  1020; 
CUrk  V.  Elizabeth,  61  N.  J.  L.  5G6,  40  Atl. 
«16,  737;  Jersey  City  v.  Central  R.  (3o.  40 
N'.  J.  Eq.  417,  2  Atl.  262  (raising  esUb- 
lished  grade  of  street  over  railroad) ;  Re 
Buffalo  Grade  Crossing  Comrs.  168  N.  Y. 
(59,  61  N.  E.  1129,  affirming  SO  App.  Div. 
498,  69  N.  Y.  Supp.  152;  Lake  Shore  ft  M. 
8.  R.  Co.  V.  Brown,  16  Ohio  C.  C.  269  (em- 
bsnkment  to  carry  highway  over  railroad 
trscks) :  Wead  v.  St.  Johnsbury  &  L.  C. 
R.  Co.  64  Vt.  52,  24  Atl.  361;  Bowen  v. 
Canada  Southern  R.  Co.  14  Ont.  App. 
Rep.  1.  "^^ 

But  if  no  actual  damage  is  sustained,  the 
shutting  owner  is  not  entitled  to  recover  as 
for  a  technical  trespass,  when  the  railroad 
company  has  authority  to  make  the  change. 
Nicholson  v.  New  York  &  N.  H.  R.  Co. 
•nprs  (embankment). 
M  LJLA.(N.S.) 


A  railroad  company  is  liable  to  the  own- 
er of  land  on  a  street  or  alley  closed  at  one 
end  by  a  change  of  grade  caused  by  the 
raising  of  a  bridge  carrying  the  highway 
over  the  railroad  tracks,  even  though  the 
obstruction  was  not  immediately  in  front  of 
and  touching  his  premises,  since  he  suf- 
fered a  special  injury.  Pennsylvania  Co  y. 
Stanley,  supra;  Dairy  v.  Iowa  C.  R.  Co. 
113  Iowa,  716,  84  N.  W.  688;  Brakken.v. 
Minneapolis  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  29  Minn.  41, 
11  N.  W.  124.  Contra:  Putnam  v.  Boston 
&  P.  R.  Corp.  182  Mass.  351,  65  N.  E.  700 
(but  damages  may  be  recovered  if  all  ac- 
cess is  cut  off,  even  pending  progress  of 
making  change  of  grade). 

The  fact  that  a  change  of  grade  which 
caused  injury  to  an  abutting  owner  was 
made  under  the  direction  of  the  munici- 
pality will  not  exempt  the  railroad  com- 
pany from  liability,  when  a  statute  re- 
quires damages  to  be  paid  to  such  abutting 
owner,  and  the  work  was  done  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  railroad  company.  Nicks  v.  Chi- 
cago, St.  P.  &  E.  C.  R.  Co.;  Gardiner  v. 
Boston  &  W.  R.  Corp.;  and  Lake  Shore  & 
M.  S.  R.  Co.  V.  Brown, — supra. 

Nor  is  the  railroad  company  relieved 
from  liability  because  the  municipality  it- 
self did  the  grading  on  account  of  the 
wrongful  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  railroad 
company  to  do  so.  Burritt  v.  New  Haven, 
supra. 

Where  a  city  alone  has  authority  to  con- 
struct a  viaduct  in  a  street,  and  one  is  so 
constructed  by  the  city,  to  carry  a  high- 
way over  the  tracks  of  an  existing  railroad, 
the  railroad  company  cannot  be  held  for  a 
private  injury  to  adjoining  property  caused 
by  the  viaduct,  even  though  the  work  was 
done  under  the  joint  superintendence  of  a 
public  official  of  the  city  and  the  chief  engi- 
neer of  the  railroad  company,  and  though 
the   railroad   company   contributed  to   the 
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proaches  to  the  bridge  from  both  Clark 
street  and  Eleventh  street  were  constructed 
by  appellant,  of  earth,  extending  entirely 
along  the  sides  of  appellee's  lot,  leaving  a 
space  between  the  lot  and  the  embankment. 
The  tile  across  Eleventh  street  was  removed, 
and  no  way  was  provided  for  the  flow  of 
water  from  the  lot.  Later  the  earth  washed 
down  against  the  fence  and  into  the  lot, 
and  there  was  evidence  that  access  to  the 
lot  and  the  flow  of  water  from  it  were  ob- 
structed, and  the  lot  thereby  damaged. 

Messrs.  Ij.  J.  Hackney,  F.  li.  litttleton, 
Andrews  &  Vause,  Conger  &  Conger, 
and  Gee  ft  Barnes,  with  Mr.  James 
Vause,  Jr.,  for  appellant: 

A  municipal  corporation  has  power  to 
change  the  grade  of  its  streets,  not  only  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  ordinary  travel,  but 
also  those  in  anticipation,  or  as  part  of  a 
scheme  of  separating  'the  grade  of  its  streets 
from  that  of  railroad  crossings.- 

Bloomington  v.  Pollock,  141  111.  340,  31 
N.  E.  146;  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  1st.  ed.  §  246, 
note  2;  2  Abbott,  Mun.  Corp.  §  514,  p.  1302; 
Summerfleld  v.  Chicago,  197  111.  270,  64 
N.  E.  400;  People  ex  rel.  Murphy  v.  Atchi- 
son, T.  &.  S.  F.  R.  Co.  217  111.  594,  75  N.  E. 
673 ;  Weage  v.  Chicago  &  W.  I.  R.  Co.  227 
III.  421,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  589,  81  N.  E. 
424. 

When  a  city  or  village,  in  the  exercise  of 
its  charter  powers,  either  by  itself  or  an- 
other, makes  such  change  in  grade,  it  alone 
is  responsible  to  abutting  owners,  for  con- 
sequential damages,  if  any,  resulting  from 
such  authorized  change  in  grade. 


Chicago  V.  Jackson,  196  III.  406,  63  N.  E. 
1013,  1135;  Culbertson  k  B.  Packing  &  Pro- 
vision Co.  V.  Chicago,  111  111.  051;  Tinker 
V.  Rockford,  137  III.  123,  27  N.  E.  74;  Stack 
V.  East  St.  Louis,  85  111.  377,  28  Am.  Rep. 
619;  Chicago  v.  Lonergan,  190  111.  518,  03 
N.  E.  1018;  Winnetka  v.  Clifford,  201  lU. 
475,  06  N.  E.  384;  Chicago  v.  McShane,  102 
111.  App.  239;  Chicago  v.  Baker,  30  C.  C. 
A.  304,  68  U.  S.  App.  589,  86  Fed.  753; 
Atchison,  T.  k  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v.  Lenz,  35  Ul. 
App.  330. 

Plaintiff  could,  only  recover  from  defend- 
ant for  a  wrongful  act  of  omission  or  com- 
mission. 

Culbertson  &  B.  Packing  4  Provision  Co. 
V.  Chicago,  111  111.  058;  Wright  v.  Chicago 
&  N.  W.  R.  Co.  7  III.  App.  438;  Nitro- 
glycerine Case  (Parrott  v.  Wells)  15  Wall. 
524,  21  L.  ed.  206. 

The  duty  imposed  by  law  upon  defendant 
in  regard  to  the  construction  of  a  crossing 
was  only  coextensive  with  the  joint  terri- 
torial limits  of  its  right  of  way  and  the 
street. 

Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Chicago,  140 
III.  300,  20  K.  E.  1109;  Bloomingteu  v.  Illi- 
nois C.  R.  Co.  154  111.  539,  39  N.  E.  478. 

Where  evidence  is  admitted  of  damages 
for  which  there  could  be  no  recovci^  under 
the  law,  the  whole  of  the  judgment  based 
thereon  becomes  tainted. 

Illinois  C.  H.  Co.  v.  Trustees  of  Schools, 
212  111.  400,  72  N.  E.  39;  Atchison,  T.  &  S. 
F.  R.  Co.  V.  Lenz,  supra;  Chicago  v.  Spoor, 
190  III.  347,  00  N.  E.  540;  Barr  v.  Wilming- 
ton Coal  Min.  k  Mfg.  Co.  5  111.  App.  442; 
Pittman  v.  Gaty,  10  III.  180.     • 


cost,  since  the  viaduct  was  still  public  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  city  alone,  and  the  aid 
furnished  by  the  railroad  company  must  be 
considered  a  mere  donation.  Culbertson  i 
B.  Packing  &  Provision  Co.  v.  Chicago,  111 
111.  651;  Atchison,  T.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v. 
I>enz,  35  III.  App.  330 ;  Atchison,  T.  k  S.  F. 
R.  Co.  v.  Arnold,  52  Kan.  729,  35  Pac.  780. 

A  statute  giving  a  railroad  company  the 
right  to  change  the  grade  of  public  high- 
ways and  build  its  road  across  them  will 
not  be  construed  as  intending  to  grant  au- 
thority to  injure  and  interfere  with  private 
property  rights  without  making  compensa- 
tion, even  though  it  relieves  the  company 
from  liabilitv  so  far  as  concerns  the  pub- 
lic. Egbert  v.  Lake  Shore  k  M.  S.  R.  Co. ; 
Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  Stanley,  and  Perrine  v. 
Pennsylvania  R.  Co., — supra. 

The  fact  that  an  abutting  owner  sold  to 
the  railroad  company  a  right  of  way 
through  his  property  will  not  prevent  his 
recovery  for  damage^i  suffered  irom  change 
of  grade,  unless  the  terms  of  the  sale  or 
attendant  circumstances  authorized  the  in- 
ferences that  the  resulting  damage  was  in- 
cluded in  the  compensation  paid.  Alabama 
Midland  R.  Co.  v.  Williams  and  Perrine  t. 
Pennsvlvania  R.  Co.  supra. 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


An  abutting  owner  is  not  e*topp?d  from 
claiming  damages  because  of  his  consent 
to  the  building  of  a  new  sidewalk  to  take 
the  place  of  an  old  one  torn  away  to  make 
room  for  the  improvements,  when  the  in- 
jury was  not  occasioned  by  the  particular 
manner  in  which  the  sidewalk  was  con- 
structed. Atchisou,  T.  k  S.  V.  R.  Co.  t. 
Pratt,  supra. 

Abutting  owners  will  not  be  enjoined 
from  suing  a  railroad  company  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  change  of  grade  of  a  street, 
made  necessary  by  an  elevation .  of  the 
railroad  tracks,  merely  becau.se  the  city  had 
contracted  with  the  company  to  assume 
any  liability  for  damages  for  changing  the 
grade.  United  New  Jersev  R.  k  Canal  Co. 
V.  l.ewis,  08  N.  .T.  Eq.  437,"  59  Atl.  227. 

When  an  embankment  on  a  street  is  un- 
lawfully made  by  a  railroad  company, 
owing  to  an  unauthorized  change  of  grade 
of  its  track,  or  an  increase  of  its  width, 
permanent  damages  cannot  be  recovered, 
since  it  will  not  Vie  presumed  that  the  tres- 
pass will  continue.  I'line  v.  New  York 
C.  k  II.  R.  R.  Co.  supra;  Ottenot  v.  New 
York,  L.  &  W.  R.  Co.  119  N.  Y.  003,  23  N. 
E.  109;  Raucnstein  v.  New  York,  L.  k  W. 
R.  Co.  120  N.  Y.  601,  24  N.  E.  1020. 
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Messrs.  George  P.  Ramsey,  GJeorge  W. 
Lackey,  and  W.  S.  Wilhite,  for  appellee: 

The  defendant  is  liable,  as  the  legal  duty 
to  construct  the  approaches  rested  upon  it, 
and  it  actually  constructed  them. 

Chicago  4.  W.  I.  R.  Co.  v.  Ayres,  106  111. 
511;  Atchison,  T.  4  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v.  Pratt, 
53  111.  App.  263;  Atchison,  T.  &  S.  F.  R. 
Co.  V.  Lenz,  35  III.  App.  330;  Chicago,  B. 
&.  Q.  R.  Co.  V.  Chicago,  35  111.  App.  206. 

Dunn,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

That  appellee's  lot  was  damaged  by  the 
eliange  in  the  grade  of  the  street  is  not 
denied,  but  it  is  claimed  by  appellant  that 
the  village  alone,  and  not  the  appellant,  is 
liable  for  such  damages.  The  village  had 
the  right  to  change  the  grade  of  the  streets 
in  its  discretion,  subject  only  to  the  quali- 
fication that  such  grade  was  not  so  wholly 
unreasonable  as  to  render  the  ordinance  fix- 
ing it  void.  Its  act  in  doing  so  was  not 
wrongful,  though  it  damaged  the  appellee's 
lot.  The  appellee,  however,  was  entitled  to 
compensation  for  such  damage.  Any  change 
in  the  grade  of  a  street  whereby  access  to 
private  property  is  obstructed  is  a  damage 
to  such  property,  for  which  the  owner,  under 
the  Constitution,  is  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion. Chicago  v.  Jackson,  196  III.  496,  63 
\.  E.  1013,  1138;  Chicago  v.  Lonergan,  198 
111.  518,  63  N.  E.  1018.  A  city  or  village 
may  rightfully  authorize  a  railroad  company 
to  occupy  and  use  a  public  street  with  its 
railroad  track.  Summerfield  v.  Chicago,  197 
III.  270,  64  N.  E.  490;  Ligare  v.  Chicago, 
139  III.  46,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  179,  28  N.  E. 
n.34;  Stack  V.  East  St.  Louis,  85  111.  377, 
28  Am.  Re^.  619;  Olney  v.  Wharf,  115  III. 
519,  56  Am.  Rep.  178,  5  N.  E.  366;  Stone 
v.  Fairburj-,  P.  &  N.  W.  R.  Co.  68  III.  394, 
18  Am.  Rep.  556;  Murphy  v.  Chicago,  29 
111.  279,  81  Am.  Dec.  307.  Such  use  is  con- 
sistent with  the  tnist  upon  which  the  streets 
are  held  by  the  municipality,  and  is  not 
a  diversion  of  them  from  their  legitimate 
purpose,  which  is  for  the  passage  of  persons 
and  property.  The  railroad  company  is, 
however,  held  liable  to  adjoining  property 
owners  for  the  damages -occasioned  by  any 
direct  physical  obstruction  or  injury  to  their 
right  of  use  or  enjoyment  of  their  property, 
by  which  they  sustain  some  pecuniary-  dam- 
age in  excess  of  that  sustained  by  the  pub- 
lic generally.  Stone  v.  Fairbury,  P.  &  N. 
W.  R.  Co.  supra;  Chicago  &  W.  I.  R.  Co. 
v.  Ayres,  106  III.  511;  Rignty  v.  Chicago, 
102  III.  64;  Penn  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Heiss, 
141  111.  35,  33  Am.  St.  Rep.  273,  31  N.  E. 
138. 

An  effort  is  made  to  distinguish  this  case 
from  the  case  in  which  a  railroad  company 
acting  under  the  authority  of  a  municipal 
86  L.R.A.(X.S.) 


ordinance  has  constructed  its  road  in  a 
public  street,  and  has  thereby  damaged  ad- 
joining property.  It  is  said  that  no  damage 
was  caused  by  the  building  of  the  railroad, 
but  that,  if  there  was  any  damage,  it  re- 
sulted from  the  change  in  the  grade  of  the 
street;  that  the  village  had  the  right  to 
change  the  grade  to  carry  it  over  tho 
railroad,  on  the  bridge,  and  if  it  did  so, 
either  by  itself  or  another,  it  alone  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  damages.  In  fact,  how- 
ever, the  work  done  in  these  streets  was 
done  by  the  appellant  for  its  own  benefit, 
and  we  know  of  no  reason  why  the  liability 
of  the  appellant  should  be  different  from 
what  it  would  be  if  rails  were  to  be  laid 
along  the  grade  instead  of  under  it.  In 
both  cases  the  work  is  lawfully  done,  under 
authority  of  a  municipal  ordinance,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  company,  to  enable  it  to  lay 
its  tracks  through  the  village,  and  to  com- 
ply with  the  requirements  of  the  ordinance. 
While  the  grade  was  established  by  the  vil- 
lage, and  it  was  liable  for  any  damage 
caused  to  abutting  property  by  the  change, 
it  was  the  crossing  of  the  street  by  the  rail- 
road which  made  the  change  of  grade  neces- 
sary to  the  accommodation  and  protection 
of  persons  using  the  street.  It  was  in 
order  that  the  company  might  have  the 
privilege  of  crossing  the  street,  that  it  was 
required  to  erect  the  approaches  so  as  to 
restore  the  street  to  a  condition  which 
would  be  safe  for  public  travel,  and  would 
not  unnecessarily  impair  its  usefulness. 
While  the  approaches  to  the  viaduct  were 
no  part  of  the  railroad,  their  construction 
by  the  company  was  made  necessary  by  the 
construction  of  the  railroad,  under  the  ordi- 
nance. The  fact  that  the  appellant  had  the 
lawful  right  to  do  the  work  in  the  manner 
it  did  does  not  relieve  it  from  liability  to 
pay  for  the  damage  done  to  private  prop- 
erty by  the  woVk.  Neither  the  municipality 
nor  the  legislature  could  authorize  appellant 
to  damage  private  property  without  paying 
for  it.  Appellee's  claim  did  not  rest  upon 
the  ground  that  appellant's  action  was 
wrongful,  but  on  the  ground  that  the  dam- 
age to  her  property,  though  caused  by  law- 
ful authority,  must  be  paid  for. 

The  case  of  Culbertson  &  B.  Packing  & 
Provision  Co.  v.  Chicago,  111  111.  651,  is 
regarded  by  the  appellant  as  controlling 
here.  In  that  case  the  city  built  the  via- 
duct. The  Pennsylvania  company  contribu- 
ted $14,000  toward  the  expenses  of  construc- 
tion, with  the  stipulation  that  the  viaduct 
should  be  built  under  the  joint  superin- 
tendence of  the  department  of  public  works 
and  the  engineer  of  the  company.  The  rail- 
road had  already  been  built.  The  city 
determined  to  erect  a  viaduct  over  the 
tracks,  provided  the  railroad  company  would 
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agree  to  pay  $14,000  of  the  cost.  The  city, 
and  not  the  railroad  company,  was  the  mov- 
ing party.  The  viaduct  was  a  public  im- 
provement. It  was  constructed  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  public,  and  not  in  the  interest 
of  the  railroad  company,  though  the  latter 
probably  was  benefited.  It  was  held  that 
the  city  might  lawfully  construct  the  via- 
duct, and  the  contribution  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania company  to  its  cost  did  not  make  it 
liable  for  the  damages  caused  by  its  con- 
struction; that  a  private  donation  to  a  pub- 
lic improvement  does  not  change  the  charac- 
ter of  the  work  as  a  public  improvement 
in  any  degree,  even  though  private  parties 
are  benefited.  Here,  however,  the  railroad 
company  did  the  work  for  its  own  benefit, 
to  enable  it  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
for  crossing  the  street,  and  is  liable  for  the 
damages  caused  by  its  work.  The  case  of 
Tinker  v.  Rockford,  137  111.  123,  27  N.  E. 
74,  refers  only  to  the  liability  of  the  city, 
and  not  to  that  of  the  railroad  company. 
The  case  of  Uline  t.  New  York  C.  &  H.  R. 
R.  Co.  101  N.  Y.  98,  64  Am.  Rep.  661,  4 
N.  E.  636,  holds  that  a  railroad  company 
which,  by  authority  from  a  city,  had  raised 
the  grade  of  a  street,  to  carry  it  over  the 
company's  tracks,  is  not  liable  for  damages 
to  an  abutting  property  owner  because  of 
the  change  in  grade,  for  the  reason  that  the 
city  could  have  raised  the  grade  of  the 
street  without  liability  to  adjoining  owners, 
and  could  therefore  authorize  the  railroad 
company  to  do  so  without  such  liability. 
This  reason  does  not  exist  in  this  state,  and 
we  do  not  agree  with  the  conclusion. 

It  is  argued  that  both  counts  of  the  dec- 
laration are  bad,  that  neither  states  facts 
showing  any  duty  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendant, and  that  every  averment  may  be 
true,  and  still  the  improvement  have  bcon 
lawfully  made.  The  declaration  avers  ap- 
pellee's ownership  of  a  lot  at  Eleventh  and 
Clark  streets,  defendant's  erection  of  a 
bridge  over  its  tracks  at  Clark  street,  and 
of  high,  narrow,  and  steep  approaches  on 
Clark  street  and'  Eleventh  street,  which  ob- 
struct access  to  her  lot  and  the  flow  of 
water  from  it.  The  duty  not  to  damage  ap- 
pellee's property  by  the  erection  thus  placed 
in  the  street  arose  from  these  facts,  and 
exists  even  though  the  improvement  was 
lawfully  made. 

Appellee's  instructions  1,  3,  and  4  are  ob- 
jected to.  The  first  tells  the  jury  that,  in 
the  construction  of  the  approaches  across 
a  natural  drain,  the  appellant  was  bound 
to  construct  culverts  through  the  embank- 
ment. The  appellant  objects  to  the  use  of 
the  word  "culvert."  Where  the  openings 
are  referred  to  later  in  the  instruction, 
they  are  called  drains  or  channels.  The 
term  used  in  indicating  what  openings 
•26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


should  have  been  made  in  the  embankment 
is  unimportant,  as  the  evidence  is  that  none 
were  left.  What  has  already  been  said  dis- 
poses of  the  objections  to  the  third  and 
fourth  instructions,  adversely  to  appellant's 
contention. 

Objections  were  made  and  overruled  to 
questions  asked  several  witnesses  in  regard 
to  the  damages.  The  objections  should  have 
been  sustained.  There  was,  however,  evi- 
dence as  to  the  value  of  the  property  and 
its  depreciation,  which  sustains  the  verdict, 
and  we  do  not  regard  the  errors  in  the  ad- 
mission of  evidence  of  such  importance  as 
to  require  a  reversal  of  the  judgment. 

The  judgment  of  the  Appellate  Court  it 
affirmed.  • 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  December 
9,  1900. 
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LOUIS  D.  BRANDEIS,  Trustee,  Petitioner, 

v. 
EDWARD  ATKINS,  Impleaded,  eto.,  Appt 

(204  Mass.  471,  90  N.  E.  861.) 

Conflict  of  laws  —  compromise  of  will 
contest  — ineanine  of  terms. 

The  meaning  of  the  term  "heirs  at  law" 
in  an  agreement  compromising  a  will  con- 
test, which  is  approved  by  court,  is  to  be 


Note.  —  The  rule  derived  from  the  cases 
dealing  with  wills,  for  the  determination 
of  the  governing  law  in  ascertaining  the 
membership  of  the  indefinite  'class  "heirs 
at  law,"  which  the  court  in  Bbandeis  v. 
Atkins  applied  by  analogy  to  the  com- 
promise agreement,  is  exemplified  in  the 
note  to  Lindsay  v.  Wilson,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
447.  The  necessity  in  this  case,  as  in  the 
analogous  cases  of  wills,  of  resorting  to 
any  extrinsic  law,- arises  from  the  necessity 
of  completing  and  rendering  specific  the 
partially  expressed  intention  of  the  parties 
to  the  agreement,  or  of  the  testator.  The 
question,  therefore,  is  essentially  one  of  in- 
tention. The  inference  in  this  case,  that 
the  parties  to  the  agreement  intended  that 
the  term  "heirs  at  law"  should  be  inter- 
preted according  to  the  laws  of  Massachu- 
setts, all  of  the  parties  at  the  date  of  com- 
promise, 80  far  as  appears,  being  then  domi- 
ciled in  Massachusetts,  is  a  natural  one, 
and,  upon  the  whole,  perhaps  the  most  rea- 
sonable one,  but  is  not  the  only  possible 
one,  since  it  might  be  plausibly  argued  that 
the  parties  intended,  or  should  be  deemed- 
to  have  intended,  to  leave  the  question  to 
be  determined  by  the  law  of  the  domicil  of 
the  person  in  question  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  the  event  which  made  it  necessary  to 
ascertain  the  persons  embraced  in  the  class. 
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determined  by  the  laws  of  the  state  where 
the  compromiBe  was  made,  although  the 
(ifrson  whose  heirs  are  referred  to  dfesa 
resident  of  another  state,  where  the  will 
was  that  of  a  testator  domiciled  in  the 
former  state,  and,  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
promise, all  parties  in  interest  were  also 
domiciled  there. 

(January  20,  1910.) 

1  PPEAL  by  Edward  Atkins  from  a  decree 
A.  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  Suf- 
folk County  allowing  him  a  one-half  interest 
only  in  a  certain  trust  fund.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Edward  F.  McCIennen  and 
Austin  T.  Wrlj^ht  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  William  A.  Pew,  Jr.,  and 
Carleton  H.  Parsons,  for  appellee: 

As  the  contract  under  which  the  trust 
was  created  was  to  be  performed  in  Mass- 
achusetts, the  law  of  the  place  of  perform- 
ance must  govern,  in  determining  the  rights 
of  the  parties  under  it. 

American  Malting  Co.  v.  Souther  Brew- 
ing Co.  104  Mass.  89,  80  N.  E.  526;  Car- 
negie V.  Morrison,  2  Met.  381 ;  Tarbox  v. 
Childs,  165  Mass.  408,  43  N.  E.  124;  Cod- 
man  T.  Krell,  152  Mass.  214,  25  N.  E.  SO; 
Merrill  v.  Preston,  13.3  Mass.  451;  Lincoln 
V.  Perry,  149  Mass.  368,  4  L.R.A.  215,  21 
N.  E.  671. 

Rngg,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  a  petition  for  instructions  as  to 
the  disposition  to  be  made  of  a  fund  held 
under  the  terms  of  an  agreement  of  com- 
promise entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  end- 
ing a  contest  as  to  the  allowance  of  the  will 
of  one  Williams,  and  approved  in  1889  by 
the  supreme  judicial  court,  under  Rev. 
Laws,  chap.  148,  §  15.  The  testator,  and, 
for  aught  that  appears,  the  parties  to  the 
compromise,  were  residents  of  this  common- 
wealth. The  agreement,  so  far  as  now  ma- 
terial, provided  that  a  certain  fund  should 
be  set  apart  for  the  benefit  of  Marjorie  M. 
Atkins,  then  a  minor,  and  not  a  party  to 
the  agreement,  a  granddaughter  of  the  tes- 
tator, and  upon  her  death  before  the  ter- 
mination of  the  trust  by  lapse  of  time,,  "be 
paid  to  her  heirs  at  law  freed  from  the 
trust."  In  1904  or  1905  Marjorie  M.  Atkins 
removed  from  Massachusetts,  which  had 
been  her  domieil  theretofore,  and  which  con- 
tinued to  be  the  domieil  of  her  mother,  the 
ilau<;liter  of  the  testator,  and  acquired  and 
retained  a  domieil  in  tlie  state  of  New  York, 
where  she  died  in  1908.  Under  the  law  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  her  father,  Edward 
Atkins,  a  resident  of  Michigan,  is  her  sole 
heir  at  law,  while  under  the  law  of  this 
commonwealth  the  father  and  mother  would 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


be  her  heirs.  The  question  is  whether  the 
law  of  this  commonwealth  or  that  of  New 
York  shall  govern  in  determining  the  per- 
sons entitled  to  the  fund  as  her  heirs  at 
law. 

The  agreement  for  compromise  did  not 
become  a  part  of  the  will.  Although  the 
practice  is  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  decree, 
to  the  effect  that  the  estate  shall  be  adminis- 
tered in  accordance  with  the  agreement  for 
compromise  established  thereby,  yet  the 
rights  of  the  parties  growing  out  of  the 
agreement  rest  upon  it  and  the  decree  con- 
firming it,  and  are  not  testamentary  rights. 
Blount  V.  Wheeler,  199  Mass.  330-339,  17 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1036,  85  N.  E.  477;  Bastings 
V.  Kesmith,  188  Mass.  190,  74  N.  E.  323; 
Abbott  T.  Gaskins,  181  Mass.  501,  63  N.  E. 
033. 

If  the  question  arose  as  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  precisely  the  same  language  used  in 
the  will  of  a  Massachusetts  testator,  the 
determination  of  the  heirs  at  law  would  be 
according  to  Massachusetts  law.  Lincoln  t. 
Perry,  149  Mass.  368,  4  L.R.A.  215,  21  N. 
E.  671;  Adams  t.  Adams,  154  Mass.  290- 
292,  13  L.R.A.  275,  28  N.  E.  260;  Proctor  v. 
Clark,  154  Mass.  45-48,  12  L.R.A.  721,  27 
N.  E.  673.  The  same  principle  in  this  re- 
gard appears  to  prevail  in  other  jurisdic- 
tions. Re  Fergusson  [1902]  1  Ch.  483; 
Re  Devoe,  171  N.  Y.  281,  57  L.R.A.  530,  03 
N.  E.  1102;  Brown  v.  Ransey,  74  Ga.  210. 
It  would  be  unfortunate  if  one  standard  of 
construction  should  be  adopted  touching  the 
meaning  of  so  common  a  phrase  as  "heirs 
at  law"  occurring  in  wills,  and  another  as 
to  the  same  phrase  employed  in  an  instru- 
ment, which,  although  contractual  in  origin, 
is  testamentary  in  effect,  and  is  by  decree  of 
court  made  a  direction  to  the  executor,  ad- 
ministrator, or  trustee  by  which  he  is  to 
be  guided  in  the  administration  of  his  trust. 

The  reasoning  upon  which  the  rule  as  to 
the  interpretation  of  these  words  in  wills 
is  founded  applies  equally  to  such  a  con- 
tract as  that  before  us.  The  instrument 
was  drafted  and  executed  in  this  common- 
wealth by  its.  residents,  in  regard  to  the 
proof  of  the  will  of  one  of  its  deceased 
citizens,  offered  for  allowance  in  our  courts, 
and  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a 
trustee  to  administer  a  fund  for  the  benefit 
of  a  minor  domiciled  here.  All  parties  to  it 
were  probably  more  familiar  with  the  law 
of  Massachusetts  than  of  any  other  state, 
and  presumably  meant,  in  using  the  words 
"heirs  at  law,"  those  persons  who  would 
answer  that  description  by  our  law.  The 
heirs  of  Marjorie  M.  Atkins  do  not  trace 
their  title  to  the  fund  through  her,  but  it 
comes  to  them  directly,  under  the  terms  of 
the  agreement,  by  virtue  of  her  death  prior 
to  the  termination  of  the  trust  during  her 
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life.  See  Mullen  v.  Reed,  64  Conn.  240,  24 
L.R.A.  004,  42  Am.  St.  Rep.  174,  29  Atl. 
478.  In  Codman  v.  Krell,  152  Mass.  214, 
26  N.  E.  90,  it  was  held  that,  where  a  donor 
in  a  voluntary  declaration  of  trust  resided 
in  Massachusetts,  and  all  the  beneficiaries 
were  then  domiciled  here,  the  heirs  at  law 
of  one  of  his  children  who  subsequently  re- 
moved to  another  jurisdiction,  and  died 
there,  should  be  determined  according  to  the 
law  of  Massachusetts.  While  this  case  is 
not  decisive,  it  is  somewhat  analogous  to  the 
present.  Merrill  v.  Preston,  136  Mass.  461, 
depends  upon  the  peculiar  facts  of  that  case, 
and  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  conclusion 
here  reached.  If  it  be  objected  that  this 
view  involves  the  ascertainment  of  heirs  at 
law  on  an  hypothesis  contrary  to  fact,  for 
the  reason  that  in  truth  the  heirs  at  law 
of  every  deceased  person  must  be  determined 
by  the  law  of  the  jurisdiction  of  his  domicil 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  same  objection 
obtains  to  the  rule  as  to  the  construction 
of  the  same  words  found  in  wills,  laid  down 
in  Lincoln  v.  Perry,  149  Mass.  368,  4  L.R.A. 
215,  21  N..  E.  071.  But  that  principle  is 
settled.  Moreover,  heirs  at  law  for  the  in- 
heritance of  real  estate  always  are  deter- 
mined according  to  the  law  of  the  juris- 
diction where  the  land  lies,  regardless  of  the 
domicil  of  the  deceased  owner. 

The  trustee  in  the  present  case  was  ap- 
pointed by  our  courts,  and  must  administer 
the  trust,  and  finally  settle  his  relation  to 
the  fund,  according  to  our  law,  and  make 
distribution  of  it  here.  He  was  acting 
pursuant  to  a  contract  made  here,  con- 
firmed by  decree  of  our  courts,  respecting 
property  physically  in  Massachusetts,  and 
intended  to  be  executed  here.  Ordinarily, 
when  the  contract  is  made  and  to  be  per- 
formed in  the  same  jurisdiction,  the  law  of 
the  place  governs  the  construction  of  its 
language  and  the  rights  of  the  parties  under 
it.  American  Malting  Co.  v.  Souther  Brew- 
ing Co.  194  Mass.  89,  80  N.  E.  526;  Old 
Dominion  Copper  Min.  &  Smelting  Co.  v. 
Bigelow,  203  Mass.  159,  174,  89  N.  E.  193. 

The  heirs  at  law  of  Marjorie  M.  Atkins 
should  be  determined,  therefore,  according 
to  the  law  of  Massachusetts,  because  of  the 
desirability  of  uniformity  in  the  rule  of 
construction  to  be  applied  to  the  same 
words  occurring  in  wills  and  in  contracts 
which  deal  with  the  disposition  of  the  estate 
of  a  testator,  because  that  result  seems  to 
conform  to  the  intent  of  the  parties,  and 
because  it  is  the  rule  which  would  be  fol- 
lowed in  the  interpretation  of  contracts  ex- 
ecuted and  to  be  performed  as  this  one  was. 

Deeri-e  atlirined. 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


VEaiMONT    SUPBESfE   COURT. 

RE  LYDIA  ANN  ALLEN. 
(8>  Vt.  305,  73  Atl.   1078.) 

Insane  —  commitment  —  hearing. 

1.  One  cannot  be  permanently  confined  in 
a  hospital  for  the  insane  without  sufficient 
notice  of  the  proceedings,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity to  defend. 

Same  —  statutory  construction  —  Talid« 
Ity. 

2.  A  statutory  provision  for  a  court  of 
inquiry  to  determine  whether  or  not  one 
committed  to  a  hospital  for  the  insane  on 
the  certificate  of  physicians  is  a  public 
charge  will  be  construed  as  requiring  no- 
tice to  him,  although  it  does  not  expressly 
so  provide,  and  therefore  the  statute  can- 
not be  held  invalid  as  authorizing  a  com- 
mitment on  the  certificate  of  physicians 
without  a  hearing. 

Same  —  commltntent  on  physicians'  cer- 
tificates. 

3.  Commitment  of  one  to  an  insane  hos- 
pital on  the  certificates  of  physicians  not 
appointed  by  the  court,  without  any  inde- 
pendent investigation  by  the  court,  or  giv- 
ing the  alleged  insane  person  an  oppor- 
tunity to  defend,  is  invalid. 

Same  ^  hearing  —  effect  of  certificates. 

4.  Statutory  provisions  for  a  commitment 
of  an  alleged  insane  person  on  the  certifi- 
cate of  physicians,  and  an  inquisition  as 
to  whether  or  not  he  is  a  public  charge. 


Note.  —  Xeccfiatti/  and  sttfflcfeney  of  no- 
tice of  lunacy  proceeding  to  the  al- 
leged  lunatic. 

This  note  is  supplementary  to  the  note  to 
Evans  v.  Johnson,  23  L.R.A.  737,  where 
earlier  cases  are  collected  and  set  out. 

In  general. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  an  adjudi- 
cation of  insanity  against  an  individual  af- 
fects his  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  life, 
liberty,  and  property.  Re  Phillips,  158 
Mich.  155,  122  N.  W.  554.  From  which  it 
necessarily  follows  that  the  proceeding 
must  be  in  compliance  with  the  consti- 
tutional requirement  as  to  due  process  of 

In  Simon  v.  Craft,  182  U.  S.  427,  45  L. 
ed.  1165,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  830,  where  it 
appeared  that  actual  notice  was  served  upon 
the  alleged  lunatic,  the  court  said:  "The 
essential  elements  of  due  process  of  law 
are  notice  and  opportunity  to  defend." 

In  Re  Wellman,  3  Kan.  App.  100,  45  Pac. 
726,  where  one  who  was  adjudged  to  be  of 
unsound  mind  was  committed  to  the  insane 
asylum,  the  court  said:  "Independently 
of  statuteii,  every  person  is  entitled  to  his 
day  in  court,  and  to  the  right  to  be  heard 
before  he  is  condemned.  No  mere  ex  parte 
proceeding  can  aflTect  either  personal  or 
property  rights.  Were  the  legislature  to 
attempt  to  enact  a  law  authorizing  judicial 
proceedings,  the  object  of  which  was  to  af- 
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make  the  certificnte  merely  priin&  facie  eyi- 
dence  of  insanity,  subject  to  be  over- 
thrown by  countervailing  evidence,  and  the 
statute  does  not  therefore  deprive  the  al- 
leged insane  person  of  his  liberty  without 
due  process  of  law. 
Same  ^  coort  order  ^  validity. 

5.  An  order  of  a  court  of  probate  for  the 
removal  of  an  alleged  insane  person  to  a 
hospital  for  the  insane  is  void  where  no 
notice  is  given  to  him  of  the  hearing,  and 
no  finding  is  made  as  to  certain  facts  on 
the  existence  of  which  the  statute  makes 
the  removal  depend. 
Same  —  appeal  —  constrnctlon. 

G.  A  statute  providing  for  an  appeal  for 
the  commitment  of  a  person  to  a  hospital 
for  the  insane  on  a  certificate  of  physicians 
does  not  apply  to  a  commitment  by  the 
I  r  >lmte  court  noting  as  a  court  of  inquiry. 


Courts  —  llniltrd  jurisdiction  ^  record. 

7.  An  order  of  a  prolmte  judge,  when 
exercising  a  si>ecial  and  limited  jurisdiction 
under  statutory  authority,  in  committing  a 
I  erson  to  an  insane  hospital,  must,  in  order 
to  be  valid,  show  that  the  jurisdictional 
facts  existed. 

Insane  ^  Illegal  comntltnient  —  correc- 
tion. 

8.  Although  the  confinement  of  an  insane 
person  whose  going  at  large  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  himself  or  to  other  people  is  il- 
legal, he  will  not  be  set  at  liberty  under  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  but  he  will  be  de- 
tained, to  permit  a  legal  commitment  to 
be  secured  under  legal  proceedings. 

(October  6,  1909.) 


lect  iiie  pel  sun  or  property  of  a  citizen, 
without  notice  or  opportunity  to  be  heard, 
such  legislation  would  be  rejected  and  re- 
pudiated in  advance,  as  an  intolerable  out- 
rap;  upon  the  rights  of  the  citizen.  It 
would  not  only  l>e  a  serious  infringement 
of  natural  rights,  but  would  be  a  Hag  ant 
violation  of  the  constitutional  guaranty 
that  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  his 
Mberty  or  property  without  due  process  of 
law.  Notice  and  opportunity  to  be  heard 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  judicial  pro- 
cetlure.  They  are  fundamental  principles  of 
juKtice,  which  cannot  be  ignored.  Without 
them,  no  citizen  would  be  safe  from  the 
machinations  of  secret  tribunals,  and  the 
most  sane  member  of  the  community  might 
be  adjudged  insane,  and  landed  in  a  mad- 
house. It  will  not  do  to  say  that  it  is  use- 
less to  serve  notice  upon  an  insane  person; 
that  it  would  avail  nothing  because  of  his 
inability  to  take  advantage  of  it.  His 
sanity  is  the  very  thing  to  be  tried.  At  the 
threshold  of  the  inquiry,  the  court  is  sup- 
posed to  liave  no  knowledge  of  the  mental 
condition,  but  the  presumption  of  the  law 
>»  in  favor  of  sanity.  Insanity,  like  crime, 
does  net  exist  in  law,  until  it  is  established 
by  evidence  in  a  proper  proceeding.  A  trial 
without  notice — a  mere  ex  parte  proceeding 
— has  no  proper  place  in  a  court  of  justice. 
It  is  a  nullity  and  void,  as  affecting  those 
not  parties  to  it." 

In  Supreme  Council,  R.  A.  v.  Nicholson, 
104  Md.  472,  63  Atl.  320.  10  A.  t  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  213,  it  was  lield  that,  although  there 
was  no  statutory  requirement  to  that  ef- 
fect, the  alleged  lunatic  must  be  given 
timely  notice  of  the  proceedings,  and  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard.  The  court  said: 
"It  is  di.licult  to  overestimate  th.e  gravity 
and  wriouiincss  of  the  consequences  to  the 
citizen  which  necessarily  flow  from  an  ad- 
judication declaring  him  to  be  non  compon 
memti*.  He  is  devested  of  his  property,  anj 
may  be  restrained  of  his  liberty,  and  in- 
oreerated  in  an  insane  asylum.  To  assort 
that  thi*  can  be  done,  under  the  general 
principles  of  American  law,  without  notice, 
«r  opportunity  to  be  heard,  is  shocking  to 
me>  *enfc  of  justice  and  humanity." 
U  I.U.A.(Ni$.) 


In  Hunt  V.  Searcy,  107  Mo.  158,  07  S.  W. 
200,  the  court  said:  "It  would  be  a  traves- 
ty upon  justice,  worthy  to  be  dramatized,  to 
bold  that  a  sane  man  is  entitled  to  notice 
before  his  liberty  or  property  can  be  taken 
from  him,  but  that  this  can  be  done  in  a 
probate  court,  in  a  proceeding  to  declare  the 
person  so  to  be  treated  to  be  insane,  or  to 
declare  that  the  protection  of  the  Constitu- 
tion does  not  extend  to  a  person  who  is 
charged  to  be  insane,  and  that  upon  such  an 
ex  parte  charge,  in  an  ex  parte  procaeding, 
his  liberty  and  property  can  be  taken  away 
from  him,"  and  lield  that  notice  was  re- 
quired, whether  such  notice  wa^,  by  tlio 
statute  regulating  insanity  proceedings, 
made  necessary  or  not. 

In  Re  Lambert,  134  Cal.  020,  S5  L.R.A. 
850,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  200,  66  I'ac.  851,  it 
was  held  that  a  statute  which  permitt  d 
commitment  to  and  retention  in  a  hospital 
for  the  insane,  upon  an  application  by  a 
relative  or  a  friend  of  the  alleged  insane 
person,  or  by  any  one  of  certain  officials, 
accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  two  physi- 
cians, without  any  provision  for  notice  to 
the  alleged  insane  person,  was  unconstitu- 
tional, as  depriving  him  of  liberty  without 
due  process  of  law. 

In  Jones  v.  learned,  17  Colo.  App.  76, 
66  Pac.  .1071,  it  was  held  that,  although 
a  statute  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
conservators  of  lunatics  did  not  in  terms 
require  notice  to  be  served  upon  the  lunatic, 
such  notice  was  necessary,  since  such-  ap- 
pointment in  effect  deprived  him  of  his 
liberty  and  of  the  possession  and  control  of 
his  property,  without  giving  him  an  op- 
portunity to  be  heard. 

Where  a  statute  requires  notice  to  the 
alleged  lunatic,  an  inquisition  without 
notice  is  null  and  void.  Behrensmever 
v.  Kreitz,  135  III.  591,  26  N.  E.  704: 
Winslow  V.  Troy,  97  Me.  130,  53  Atl.  1008; 
Albright  v.  Rader,  13  Lea,  574;  Shumway 
V.  Shumwav.  2  Vt.  339;  South  Penii  Oil 
Co.  V.  Mclntire,  44  W.  Va.  290,  28  S.  E. 
922.  .4nd  so  it  has  been  held,  although  the 
statute  is  silent  upon  the  questWin  of  notice. 
Jones  V.  I^earned.  supra ;  Mas<m  v.  Beazlev, 
10  Ky.  L.  Rep.  154;  Stewart  v.  Taylor,  111 
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APPLICATION  for  •  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus to  secure  the  release  of  relator  f  rum 
lue  Vermont  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 
to  which  she  had  been  committed  under  an 
alleged  void   commitment  order.     Granted. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  F.  S.  Rogers  for  relator: 

Notice  to  satisfy  the  due  process  of  law 
provision  must  not  merely  be  given  ex 
gratia  but  must  be  provided  for  by  statute. 

Stearns  v.  Barre,  73  Vt.  281,  58  L.R.A. 
240,  87  Am.  St.  Rep.  721,  50  Atl.  1086; 
Johnson  v.  Joliet  &  C.  R.  Co.  23  III.  202; 
Stuart  V.  Palmer,  74  N.  Y.  183,  30  Am. 
Rep.  289 ;  Rees  v.  Watertown,  19  Wall.  107, 
22  L.  ed.  72;  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v. 
Schmidt,  177  U.  S.  230,  44  L.  ed.  747,  20 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  620. 


Notice  of  proceedings  before  a  probate 
court  is  absolutely  essential  to  a  valid  de- 
cree. 

Shumway  ▼.  Shumway,  2  Vt.  339;  Chase 
T.  Hathaway,  14  Mass.  222;  Wait  v.  Max- 
well, 6  Pick.  217,  16  Am.  Dec.  391;  Hut- 
chins  V.  Johnson,  12  Conn.  376,  30  Am.  Dec. 
622;  Allis  v.  Morton,  4  Gray,  63,  16  Am. 
Dec.  392;  McCurry  v.  Hooper,  12  Ala.  823, 
46  Am.  Dec.  280;  Doyle's  Petition  (Re  Gan- 
non) 10  R.  I.  537,  5  L.R.A.  359,  27  Am. 
St.  Rep.  759,  18  Atl.  159;  McGee  v.  Hayes, 
127  Cal.  336,  78  Am.  St.  Rep.  57,  59  Pac. 
767;  Evans  y.  Johnson,  39  W.  Va.  299,  23 
L.R.A.  737,  46  Am.  St.  Rep.  912,  19  S.  E. 
623. 

If  appointed  by  the  selectmen  or  other 
persons  instituting  the  lunacy  proceedings. 


Ky.  247,  63  S.  W.  783;  Taylor  v.  Moore, 
112  Ky.  330,  65  S.  W.  612. 

In  Allen  v.  Barnwell,  120  Ga.  537,  48 
S.  £.  176,  it  was  held  that  a  judgment 
without  notice,  required  by  statute  to  be 
served  upon  the  relatives  of  the  alleged 
lunatic,  was  void,  and  the  court  said:  "It 
would  always  be  best  in  such  cases  to  give 
notice  to  the  person  to  be  affected." 

In  Soules  v.  Robinson  (Ind.  App.)  60  N. 
E.  726,  under  a  statute  which  required  that 
in  lunacy  proceedings,  the  alleged  lunatic 
be  produced  in  court,  unless  the  court  was 
satisfied  that  this  could  not  be  done  with- 
out injury  to  his  health,  it  was  held  that, 
if  he  was  not  produced  in  court,  notice  to 
him  was  necessary. 

The  New  York  statute  which  authorizes 
the  commitment  of  an  alleged  insane  per- 
son to  an  asylum  without  notice  to  him, 
provided  the  judge  before  whom  the  appli- 
cation is  made  dispenses  with  such  notice, 
and  states  in  a  certificate  to  be  attached 
to  the  petition  his  reason  therefor,  is  held 
not  unconstitutional,  in  Re  Andrews,  120 
App.  Div.  794,  111  N.  Y.  Supp.  417,  citing 
Sporza  V.  German  Sav.  Bank,  192  N.  Y.  8, 
84  N.  E.  406. 

In  Re  Clark,  31  Misc.  339,  64  N.  Y.  Supp. 
084,  reversed  in  57  App.  Div.  5,  67  N.  Y. 
Supp.  631,  it  was  held  that,  while,  under 
the  statute,  it  was  not  necessary  to  serve 
notice  upon  the  alleged  lunatic  in  an  inqui- 
sition for  the  appointment  of  a  committee, 
still  the  fact  that  he  did  not  have  aotice 
will  entitle  him  to  raise  any  question  that 
he  may  be  advised  as  to  the  sufficiency  of 
the  petition  and  affidavit,  upon  the  first 
opportunity  he  may  have  to  present  the 
same. 

In  Re  Sweeney,  81  App.  Div.  231,  81  N. 
Y.  Supp.  47,  the  court,  upon  granting  the 
alleged  lunatic's  request  to  be  allowed  to 
traverse  the  allegations  of  the  petition,  and 
to  be  heard  before  a  new  jury,  held  that, 
while  the  failure  to  give  notice  to  him 
may  not  be  fatal  to  the  proceedings,  it 
should  be  considered  in  disposing  of  his 
request. 

In  Hunt  ▼.  Searcy,  supra,  it  appears  that 
the  Missouri  insanity  statute  of  1879  re- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


quired  notice,  unless  a  reason  for  not  notify- 
ing the  alleged  lunatic  was  spread  upon 
the  records  of  the  proceedings.  It  was  held 
to  be  too  clear  for  argument  that  this 
qualification  and  attempted  authority  for 
depriving  the  accused  of  his  liberty  or 
property  without  notice  violated  both  the 
state  and  Federal  Constitutions,  and  did 
not  constitute  due  process  of  law. 

In  State  ex  rel.  Murphy  v.  Jackson,  93 
Mo.  App.  516,  67  S.  W.  880,  passing  upon 
this  provision,  which  was  carried  into  tlie 
Revised  SUtute  1899,  §  3652,  it  was  held 
that  it  called  for  a  strict  construction,  and 
would  not  be  enlarged  a  hair's  breadth  by 
the  court. 

In  Massachusetts  it  is  held  that  a  statute 
which  authorizes  the  commitment  and  de- 
tention of  an  insane  person  without  any 
previous  notice  or  hearing,  but  does  not 
take  from  him  the  care  and  control  of  his 
property,  is  not  unconstitutional,  if,  under 
the  statute,  he  is  entitled  as  a  matter  of 
right  to  institute  judicial  proceedings  to 
determine  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
his  confinement.  Re  Dowdell,  169  Mads. 
387,  61  Am.  St.  Rep.  290,  47  N.  E.  1033; 
Re  Le  Donne,  173  Mass.  550,  64  N.  E.  244. 

And  such  appears  also  to  be  the  pres- 
ent rule  in  Rhode  Island.  Re  Crosswell,  28 
R.  I.  137,  66  Atl.  55,  13  A.  k  E.  Ann.  Caa. 
874. 

In  Ex  parte  Scudamore,  55  Fla.  211,  46 
So.  279,  it  was  held  that,  although  no  notice 
is  actually  served,  there  is  ample  notice 
and  opportunity  to  be  heard,  so  as  to  com- 
ply with  the  constitutional  provision  as  to 
due  process  of  law,  where  the  proceeding 
is  conducted  under  a  statute  which  requires 
the  appointment  of  a  disinterested  citizen 
and  two  physicians  who  "shall  secure  the 
presence  of  the  supposed  insane  person, 
and  shall  make  such  thorough  examination 
as  will  enable  them  to  ascertain  his  or  her 
mental  and  physical  condition  at  the  date 
of  the  examination,"  and  further  provides 
for  a  contest  by  him  and  for  the  procure- 
ment of  witnesses  in  his  behalf. 

In  Porter  v.  Ritch,  70  Conn.  235,  39 
L.R.A.  353,  39  Atl.  169,  it  was  held  that  a 
statute   authorizing   the   probate   judge   to 
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tb«  constitution  of  the  board  of  physicians 
would  be  illegal  as  not  establisliing  an  im- 
partial tribunal. 

Stearns  v.  Barre,  73  Vt.  281,  68  L.R.A. 
240,  87  Am.  St.  Eep.  721,  50  Atl.  1080. 

The  inquisition  is  traversable  and  there 
should  be  a  trial  by  jury. 

Shumway  t.   Shumway,  supra.         i'-. 

Watson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

It  appears  iram  the  complaint  and  the 
respondent's  return  that  Lydia  Ann  Allen 
was  committed  to  the  Vermont  State  Hos- 
pital for  the  Insane,  at  Waterbury,  on  the 
17th  day  of  October,  1906,  by  virtue  of  an 
order  of  removal  made  by  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate for  the  district  in  which  she  lives,  as 


an  insane  state  pauper;  and  the  certificate 
of  two  physicians  as  to  her  insanity  was  left 
with  the  respondent,  as  superintendent  of 
said  hospital,  by  the  authorized  person  exe- 
cuting the  order  and  in  connection  there- 
with, and  that,  by  virtue  of  said  order  and 
the  certificate  of  the  physicians,  and  not 
otherwise,  she  hitherto  has.  been  and  now 
is  there  detained.  It  is  alleged  in  the  com- 
plaint that  the  said  Lydia  Ann  has  never 
had  any  hearing,  nor  notice  of  any  hearing, 
on  the  question  of  her  insanity,  nor  on  the 
question  of  her  removal  and  commitment 
to  the  hospital  and  confinement  therein,  and . 
that  all  proceedings  under  which  she  was 
thus  committed  and  is  now  detained  are 
illegal,  unconstitutional,  and  void.  No  claim 
is  made  but  that  the  certificate  of  insanity 


order  the  temporary  confinement  of  a  per- 
son alleged  to  be  insane  and  a  fit  subject 
to  be  confined  in  an  asylum,  pending  pro- 
ceedings for  the  determination  of  that  ques- 
tion, was  not  unconstitutional,  as  depriv- 
ing him  of  liberty  without  due  process  of 
law. 

In  Logue  v.  Penning,  29  App.  D.  C.  619, 
it  was  held  that  where  one  liad  been  ad- 
judged to  be  insane  and  committed  to  an 
asylum,  no  additional  notice  was  necessary 
to  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  unless 
it  was  required  by  statute. 

In  Re  Cleary,  149  Cal.  732,  87  Pae.  680, 
it  was  held  that  the  recital  in  a  commit- 
ment to  an  insane  asylum  that  the  hearing 
was  "duly  had"  implied  that  due  and  law- 
ful notice  was  given  thereof  to  the  alleged 
insane  person. 

Sufficiency. 

In  Martin  v.  White,  76  C.  C.  A.  671, 
146  Fed.  461,  reversing  2  Alaska,  405,  it 
was  held  that  a  statutory  requirement  that 
in  lunacy  proceedings  "the  commissioner 
shall  cause  notice  to  be  given  to  the  sup- 
posed insane  person,  of  the  time  and  place 
appointed  for  the  hearing,"  'meant  that  tlie 
notice  should  be  personally  served  upon 
the  individual  to  be  affected  thereby;  and 
a  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
hearing  in  a  newspaper  published  in  the 
town  where  the  alleged  insane  person  re- 
sided, and  by  posting  similar  notices  in 
three  public  places  in  that  town,  was  not 
sufficient. 

In  Dunn's  Appeal,  35  Conn.  82,  it  was 
held  that,  where  the  statute  required  the 
summons  accompanying  an  application  for 
the  appointment  of  a  conservator  to  be 
served  by  a  copy  left  at  the  usual  place  of 
abode  of  the  respondent,  and  he  was  at  the 
time  confined  in  jail  on  a  criminal  charge, 
his  former  residence  having  been  sold  and 
the  purchaser  in  possession,  service  made 
by  leaving  a  copy  with  him  at  the  jail  was 
sufficient. 

In  McGee  v.  Haves,  127  Cal.  336,  78  Am. 
St.  Rep.  57,  59  Pac.  767,  it  was  held  that 
notice  which  stated  the  day,  but  did  not 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


state  the  hour  or  place  of  hearing  was 
void. 

In  Kelly  v.  Gardner,  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  924, 
76  S.  W.  531,  it  was  held  that  where  the 
sheriff,  instead  of  arresting  a  person  charged 
with  being  of  unsound  mind,  as  directed  by 
the  warrant  of  arrest  issued  by  the  court, 
delivered  to  her  a  copy  of  the  warrant,  there 
was  not  sufficient  notice  of  a  trial  as  to 
her  competency  to  sustain  a  judgment 
finding  her  incompetent. 

In  Oster  v.  Meyer,  113  Ky.  181,  67  S. 
W.  861,  it  was  held  that,  in  a  collateral 
proceeding  where  there  was  no  charge  of 
fraud,  it  was  not  necessary  to  show  that 
process  had  been  issued  against  the  alleged 
lunatic  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth, 
but  it  was  sufficient  to  show  actual  notice 
by  the  commonwealth's  attorney  to  the  al- 
leged lunatic,  of  the  time  and  place  when 
the  inquest  would  be  held. 

It  has  been  held  that  statutes  which  re- 
quire the  personal  presence,  at  the  inquest, 
of  the  alleged  lunatic,  provide  sufficient 
notice.  Ex  parte  Scudamore,  supra;  State 
ex  rel.  Kelly  v.  Kilbourne,  68  Minn.  320, 
71  N.  W.  396. 

In  Hetrick's  Case,  23  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  522,  it 
was  held  that  calling  at  the  residence  of 
the  alleged  insane  person,  and  making  in- 
quiry of  her  and  her  neighbors  by  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  court,  was  not 
sufficient  or  reasonable  notice,  where  no  op- 
portunity was  afforded  her  to  be  present 
at  the  examination  of  other  witnesses,  or  to 
refute  or  contradict  their  statements,  nor 
time  allowed  her  to  consult  counsel  as  to 
her  rights  in  the  premises. 

In  Brooke's  Estate,  24  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  430, 
it  was  held  that,  where  the  statute  made  it 
the  duty  of  the  court,  upon  granting  a  peti- 
tion in  lunacy,  "to  make  such  order  re- 
specting notice  of  the  execution  of  the  com- 
mission to  the  party  with  respect  to  whiHn 
such  commission  shall  be  issued,  or  to  some 
of  his  near  relatives  or  friends  who  are 
not  concerned  in  the  application,  as  the  said 
court  shall  deem  advisable,"  it  was  discre- 
tionary with  the  court  as  to  whether  more 
was  necessary  than  a  notice  to  the  alleged 
lunatic. 
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was  made  by  legally  qualifled  physicians,  and 
upon  an  examination  made  by  them  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  specific  provisions  of  the 
statute  under  which  they  acted;  but  it  is 
said  that  those  provisions  do  not  answer 
the  requirements  of  due  process  of  law 
guaranteed  by  the  Constitutions  of  this 
state  and  of  the  United  States. 

By  Pub.  Stat.  3763,  no  person,  except  as 
provided  in  chapter  107,  shall  be  admitted 
to  or  detained  in  a  hospital  for  the  insane 
as  a  patient  or  inmate,  except  upon  the 
certificate  of  such  person's  insanity  made  by 
two  legally  qualified  physicians,  residents 
of  this  state.  The  certificate  shall  contain 
a  statement  that  the  physicians  making  the 
same  are  each  legally  qualified  to  practise 
as  a  physician  in  the  state,  and  the  reasons 
for  adjudging  such  person  insane.  By  § 
3754  the  physicians  shall  subscribe  and 
make  oath  to  the  certificate  before  a  magis- 
trate authorized  to  administer  oaths.  The 
magistrate  shall  append  thereto  his  jurat, 
and  certify  therein  that  the  physicians  are 
of  unquestionable  integrity  and  skill.  By 
§  3755  the  certificate  shall  be  made  and 
sworn  to  not  more  than  ten  days  before  the 
admission  of  the  insane  person  to  the  hos- 
pital for  the  insane,  unless  a  longer  time  is 
required  to  dispose  of  an  appeal  taken  from 
the  decision  of  the  physicians,  as  provided 


by  law,  and  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
proper  officer  of  the  hospital  at  the  time  the 
insane  person  is  received  therein.  By  g  37.')0 
the  certificate  of  the  physicians  shall  b« 
given  only  after  a  careful  examination  of 
the  supposed  insane  person,  made  not  more 
than  five  days  previous  to  making  the  cer- 
tificate. As  seen  this  statute  requires  the 
physicians  to  make  a  careful  examination 
of  the  supposed  insane  person  within  a 
specified  time  before  giving  a  certificate,  but 
it  contains  no  provision  for  prior  notice 
to  such  person,  and  there  would  seem  to  be 
no  difficulty  in  making  an  examination  req- 
uisite to  a  certificate  in  compliance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  statute,  without 
any  knowledge  or  suspicion  by  the  one 
under  examination  as  to  what  is  being  done, 
or  the  purpose  of  it.  An  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  physicians  to  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  the  insane  could  be  had  by 
the  next  friend  or  relative  of  the  person 
whose  insanity  was  so  certified  (Pub.  Stat. 
3757),  but  no  right  of  appeal  was  gi\'en  to 
such  person;  nor  was  there  any  provision 
explicitly  requiring  the  examination  of  the 
case  by  the  appellate  board  to  be  on  notice 
to  him,  nor  in  his  presence,  when  an  appeal 
was  taken  by  one  having  such  right.  No 
appeal  was  taken  in  this  instance;  con- 
sequently   that    particular    portion    of    tlie 


In  Huidekoper's  Case,  28  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  394, 
it. was  held  that  where  the  alleged  lunatic 
was  a  resident  of  the  county,  but  at  the 
time  the  petition  was  presented  was  tem- 
porarily absent  in  another  state,  notice 
given  to  a  relative  not  interested  or  con- 
cerned in  the  application,  and  who  was 
present  at  the  inquisition,  was  EUfiicient, 
under  the  statute  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
ing case. 

Nine  days'  notice  is  not  sufficient  where 
the  statute  requires  ten.  Behrensmeyer  v. 
Kreitz,  135  111.  591,  20  N.  E.  704. 

In  Re  Schnapka,  149  Mich.  309,  112  N. 
W.  949,  it  was  held  that  it  would  be  pre- 
sumed that  service  of  notice  was  made  in 
time,  where  the  statute  required  twenty- 
four  hours'  notice,  and  the  order  fixing 
the  time  of  hearing  of  the  case  for  the  next 
succeeding  day  at  4  p.  m.  commanded  that 
a  copy  of  the  same  be  personally  served  at 
least  twenty-four  hours  previous  to  the 
time  of  hearing,  and  the  sworn  return  on 
the  back  thereof  recited  that  a  copy  was 
personally  served  the  day  the  order  was  is- 
sued, and  the  final  order  of  commitment  re- 
cited that  due  notice  had  been  given  as 
required  by  statute. 

In  Logue  v.  Penning,  supra,  it  was  held 
that  where  a  party  was  charged  with  lunacy 
cf  a  character  so  violent  as  to  endanger  the 
public  peace,  notice  served  upon  him  on  the 
day  of  the  hearing  by  the  jury,  but  pror 
thereto,  was  sufficient  to  sustain  the  valid- 
ity of  the  verdict  and  order  of  confirma- 
tion, as  af^ainst  a  collateral  attack. 
20  I..U.A.(.\.S.) 


Five  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
hearing  is  required  by  statute  in  California. 
McGee  v.  Hayes,  supra. 

In  Alaska,  by  statute,  the  alleged  lunat'c 
must  be  given  notice  ten  days  before  the 
hearing.  Martin  v.  White,  70  C.  C.  A. 
071,  140  Fed.  401. 

By  statute  in  Connecticut,  the  alleged 
lunatic  must  be  notified  to  appear  before 
the  court  at  least  twelve  days  before  the 
time  of  the  hearing.  Sears  v.  Terry,  ifi 
Conn.  273. 

By  statute  in  Tennessee,  personal  notice 
must  be  served  upon  the  alleged  lunatic  at 
least  five  days  prior  to  the  holding  of  the 
inquisition.    Albright  v.  Rader,  13  Lea,  574. 

Waiver. 

In  a  proceeding  to  declare  one  insane, 
the  alleged  lunatic  is  incapable,  by  reason 
of  his  incompetency,  to  waive  the  not'ce 
required  by  statute  and  consent  to  the  order 
appointing  a  guardian  by  appearing  at  the 
hearing.  McGee  v.  Hayes,  supra;  Winslow 
v.  Troy,  97  Me.  130,  63  Atl.  1008. 

In  Behrensmeyer  v.  Kreitz,  supra,  it  was 
held  that,  since  an  insane  man  is  incompe- 
tent to  waive  any  right,  an  irregularity  in 
the  service  of  the  notice  required  by  statute 
was  not  waived  by  personal  appearance  in 
the  proceeding. 

In  Crow  V.  Meyersieck,  88  Mo.  411,  it 
was  held,  however,  that  the  alleged  lunatic, 
by  appearing  at  the  inquest,  waived  all  ob- 
jection to  a  void  notice;  at  least  a  judgment 
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(Ututc  is  material  Iipre  only  as  it  is  a  part 
of  tlie  wbule  involved  and  neceasuirily  ex- 
amined, in  the  proper  solution  of  the  con- 
stitutional question  presented.  By  Pub. 
.Stat  3715,  insane  pergon!^  in  a  town,  desti- 
tute of  means  to  support  thL>nigelvpg,  and 
without  relatives  in  the  state,  bnund  by  law 
to  support  them,  shall,  while  in  a  hospital 
fnr  the  insane,  be  supported  by  the  state. 
By  §  3710  the  selectmen  of  such  town  shall, 
on  application  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor, 
iMvrtain  whether  such  insane  person  is 
lial)lf  to  be  supported  by  the  state,  and 
may  institute  a  court  of  inquiry  before  the 
judge  of  probate  of  the  district  in  which 
thp  town  is  situated,  giving  at  least  ten 
(lays'  notice  thereof  to  the  state's  attorney 
of  the  county.  By  §  3717  the  state's  at- 
torney, or,  in  case  he  is  unable  to  attend, 
an  attorney  appointed  by  the  probate  court, 
!<hall  investigate  the  case;  and,  if  he  finds 
that  the  insane  person  is  not  liable  to  be 
supported  by  the  state,  he  shall  attend  the 
rourt  of  inquiry,  and  produce,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  state,  such  witnesses  and  testi- 
mony as  he  deems  advisable,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  rights  of  the  state.  By 
IS  3718,  if  the  judge  of  probate  finds 
from  the  evidence  that  such  insane  person  is 
liable  to  be  supported  by  the  state,  as  afore- 
said, and  the  insanity  of  such  person  is  cer- 


tified in  writing,  duly  sworn  to  by  two  le- 
gally qualified  physicans,  residents  of  thib 
state,  "he  shall  issue  an  order  for  the  re- 
moval of  such  insane  person  to  the  Ver- 
mont State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  at  Wa- 
terbury,  or  the  Brattleboro  Retreat,  at 
Brattleboro,  to  be  there  supported."  By  § 
3710  an  officer  or  other  person  appointed  by 
the  judge  of  probate  shall  remove  such  in- 
sane person  to  said  hospital  or  retreat,  and 
leave  with  the  superintendent  or  one  of  the 
trustees  thereof,  a  copy  of  such  order,  with 
bis  return  thereon,  and  also  the  certificate 
of  the  two  physicians  as  to  the  insanity  of 
such  person,  which  shall  be  a  sufficient  war- 
rant for  receiving  him  therein. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  when  a  court  of 
inquiry  is  instituted  under  the  statutory 
provisions  above  given,  the  only  notice  in 
terms  required  is  to  the  state's  attorney  of 
the  county,  and  his  duties  in  the  premises 
pertain  solely  to  the  ;>rotection  of  the  rights 
of  the  state.  The  statute  is  silent  regarding 
notice  to  the  alleged  incompetent,  than 
whom,  from  a  legal  point  of  view,  no  one 
can  have  a  greater  interest  in  the  matters 
and  things  there  to  be  heard  and  deter- 
mined, "rhus,  securing  his  confinement  in 
the  hospital  for  the  insane,  as  an  insane 
state  pauper,  may  be  at  the  request  of  lov- 
ing   friends    and    relatives,    prompted    by 


which  recited  that  he  was  present  before 
the  court  could  not  be  collaterally  attacked, 
although  the  record  also  showed  that  the 
notice  served  was  void. 

In  Albright  v.  Rader,  supra,  it  was  held 
that  appearance  after  the  final  order  in 
the  case,  for  the  purpose  of  appearing  on 
appeal,  was  not  waiver  of  the  formal  notice 
r«juired  bv  statute. 

But  in  ilendricks  v.  Settle,  107  Ky.  344, 
53  S.  \V.  1(»5I,  it  was  held  that  the  execu- 
tion of  a  supersedeas  bond  and  an  appeal  to 
the  circuit  court,  where  there  was  a  trial 
<lt  novo,  and  not  simply  an  affirmance  and 
ri-versal  of  the  judgment  in  the  lower  court, 
nmferred  jurisdiction  over  the  person  of 
the  alleged  lunatic,  which  the  lower  court 
did  not  acquire,  because  of  failure  to  serve 
personal  notice  on  him. 

.And  so  it  was  held  in  Re  Anderson,  132 
N.  C.  243,  43  S.  E.  040,  where  there  was  a 
reversal  and  the  case  remamled  to  he  re- 
tried upon  ten  davs'  notice  to  the  alleged 
Inaatic 

Collateral  attack. 

In  Martin  v.  White,  70  C.  C.  A.  071.  140 
Fed.  416.  reversing  2  Alaska,  495,  it  was 
held  that  an  order  appointing  a  guardian, 
hased  upon  a  notice  by  publication,  as  shown 
^y  the  record,  when  a  personal  notice  was 
required  hy  »  statute,  was  void  for  want  of 
jurisdiction  of  the  person,  and  could  be  col- 
I'twally  attacked. 

.  In  Re  Phillips,  168  Mich.  155,  122  N.  VV. 
554.  it  was  held  that  an  order  declarins 
26  L.Il.A.(NJB.) 


one  who  was  not  a  raving  maniac  insane, 
and  committing  her  to  an  asylum  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  petition  filed,  as 
shown  by  the  record,  was  void  because  made 
without  jurisdiction,  and  could  be  attacked 
in  a  'collateral  proceeding. 

In  McGee  v.  Hayes,  supra,  it  was  held 
that  an  order  appointing  a  guardian,  void 
because  of  insufficient  notice,  which  ap- 
peared on  the  face  of  the  record,  could  be 
collaterally  attacked. 

In  Sears  v.  Terry,  supra,  it  was  held 
that  the  action  of  a  court  of  probate  in  ap- 
pointing a  conservator  over  the  person  and 
estate  of  an  alleged  lunatic,  without  notice 
to  him,  was  void,  and  could  be  collaterally 
attacked,  although  the  record  recited  that 
he  was  served  with  notice. 

See  also  Oster  v.  Meyer,  supra,  under 
subtitle  "Sufficiency,"  and  Crow  v.  Meyer- 
sieck,  supra,  under  subtitle  "Waiver." 

But  in  Ex  parte  Scudaniore,  supra,  it 
was  held  that  the  want  of  notice  as  a  matter 
of  fact  could  not  be  inquired  into  in  a 
collateral  proceeding. 

And  in  State  ex  rel.  Kellv  v.  Kilbourne, 
08  Minn.  320,  71  N.  W.  398,  it  was  held 
that  the  want  of  jurisdiction  must  affirma- 
tively appear  by  the  record  itself,  or  the 
judf^ment  committing  to  an  insane  asylum 
could  not  be  collaterally  attacked. 

Again  in  Jordan  v.  Dickson,  10  Ohio 
t)nc.  Reprint,  332,  it  was  held  that  failure 
to  give  notice  was  a  mere  irregularity 
which  could  he  complained  of  only  in  a 
direct  proceeding. 
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honest  intentions  and  by  considerations 
looking  to  tlie  most  humane  and  beneficial 
treatment  that  can  be  given  to  an  unfortu- 
nate of  that  class;  or  it  may  be  part  of  a 
scheme  by  those  seeking  to  get  rid  of  him 
personally,  or  to  deprive  him  of  his  just 
property  rights,  or  as  relatives  to  avoid  Hie 
statutory  liability  for  support,  concerning 
the  facts  of  which  his  knowledge  would  to 
them  be  most  damaging,  and  perhaps  suffi- 
cient to  thwart  their  sinister  intent  and 
purpose  altogether,  if  he  be  given  sufficient 
notice  and  an  adequate  opportunity  to  de- 
fend. At  common  law  an  insane  person  may 
be  temporarily  restrained  without  legal 
process,  and,  if  need  be,  in  an  asylimi,  if  his 
going  at  large  would  be  dangerous  to  him- 
self or  to  others,  preliminary  to  the  institu- 
tion of  judicial  proceedings  for  the  deter- 
mination of  his  mental  condition,  and  such 
a  restraint  does  not  violate  any  constitu- 
tional provision.  Colby  v.  Jackson,  12  X. 
H.  526;  Keleher  v.  Putnam,  60  N.  H.  30,  49 
Am.  Rep.  304;  Porter  v.  Ritch,  70  Conn. 
235,  39  L.R.A.  353,  39  Atl.  169;  Look  v. 
Dean,  108  Mass.  116,  11  Am.  Rep.  323. 
When,  however,  as  in  the  case  at  bar,  the 
confinement  is  permanent  in  nature,  the  per- 
son thus  confined  is  deprived  of  his  liberty, 
which,  in  order  to  be  lawful,  must  be  in 
pursuance  of  a  judgment  of  a  court  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction,  after  such  person  has 
had  sufficient  notice  and  an  adequate  op- 
portunity to  defend.  It  is  no  answer  to 
say  the  person  is  insane,  and  consequently 
notice  to  him  will  be  useless,  for  that  is 
assuming  as  a  fact  the  very  thing  in  ques- 
tion, and  which  is  presumed  to  be  other- 
wise until  proved.  Such  notice  and  oppor- 
tunity are  required  by  the  Constitution  of 
this  state  (chapter  1,  art.  10),  wherein  it 
reads:  "Nor  can  any  person  be  justly  de- 
prived of  his  liberty  except  by  the  laws  of 
the  land,  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers,"  and 
by  the  14th  Amendment  to  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, that  no  state  shall  "deprive  any 
person  of  life,  liberty,  or  prftperty  without 
due  process  of  law."  Louisville  4  N.  R.  Co. 
v.  Schmidt,  177  U.  S.  230,  44  L.  ed.  747,  20 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  620;  Simon  v.  Craft,  182  U. 
S.  427,  45  L.  ed.  1165,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
836;  McCurry  v.  Hooper,  12  Ala.  823,  46 
Am.  Dec.  280 ;  Re  Lambert,  134  Cal.  626,  55 
L.R.A.  856,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  296,  66  Pac. 
851;  Supreme  Council  R.  A.  v.  Nicholson, 
104  Md.  472,  65  Atl.  320,  10  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  213;  Chase  v.  Hathaway,  14  Mass.  222; 
Hathaway  v.  Clark,  5  Pick.  490;  Evans  v. 
Johnson,  39  W.  Va.  299,  23  L.R.A.  737,  45 
Am.  St.  Rep.  012,  19  S.  E.  623;  State  ex  rel. 
Blaisdell  v.  Billings,  55  Minn.  467,  43  Am. 
St.  Rep.  525,  57  N.  W.  206,  794;  Doyle's 
Petition  (Re  Gannon)  16  R.  I.  537,  5  LJR-A. 
359,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  759,  18  Atl.  169. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


As  before  seen,  the  statute  in  question 
contains  no  specific  provision  for  notice  to 
the  alleged  insane  person,  of  the  institution 
of  proceedings  for  a  court  of  inquiry  to  as- 
certain whether  he  shall  be  removed  to  the 
hospital  for  the  insane  as  a  state  charge. 
Yet  it  does  not  follow  that  the  statute  is 
wanting  in  due  process  of  law.  In  R.  ▼. 
Benn,  6  T.  R.  198,  Lord  Kenyon,  Ch.  J., 
said:  "It  is  an  invariable  maxim  in  our 
law  that  no  man  shall  be  punished  before  he 
has  had  an  opportunity  of  being  heard."  And 
the  same  principle  is  stated  in  Harper  v. 
Carr,  7  T.  R.  270,  and  R.  v.  Simpson,  10 
Mod.  378.  In  Meade  v.  Deputy  Marshal,  1 
Brock,  324,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  9,372,  Chief  Jus- 
tice Marshall  said:  "It  is  a  principle  of 
natural  justice,  which  courts  are  never  at 
liberty  to  dispense  with,  unless  under  the 
mandate  of  positive  law,  that  no  person 
shall  be  condemned  unheard,  or  without  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard."  And  Mr. 
Bishop  in  his  work  on  the  Written  Laws, 
§  141  after  stating  this  same  common-law 
rule,  says:  "Therefore  a  statute  will  not 
be  interpreted,  unless  its  words  are  speci- 
fic requiring  it,  to  authorize  judicial  pro- 
ceedings without  notice  to  the  party  to  be 
affected  by  them."  The  case  of  Chase  v. 
Hathaway,  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  was  an  appeal  from  the  decree  of 
the  judge  of  probate  appointing  Hathaway 
to  be  guardian  of  Chase,  found  to  be  a 
person  non  compos  mentis.  The  proceed- 
ings of  the  judge  of  probate  were  founded 
upon  a  return  of  an  inquisition  made  by  the 
selectmen  of  the  town  of  which  the  incom- 
petent was  an  inhabitant.  The  inquisition 
was  taken  pursuant  to  a  commission  from 
the  judge  of  probate,  issued  according  to  a 
certain  statute.  There  was  no  provision  in 
the  statute  for  notice  to  the  party  in  such 
proceedings,  and  he  had  none  from  the  se- 
lectmen, of  the  time  and  place  appointed  by 
them  to  make  their  inquiry;  nor  from  the 
probate  office,  of  the  return  of  the  commis- 
sion, or  of  the  time  assigned  by  the  judge 
for  considering  and  acting  upon  it.  The 
want  of  notice  was  among  the  reasons  as- 
signed for  the  appeal.  Thereon  the  court 
said  that,  notwithstanding  the  silence  of  the 
statute  in  regard  to  notice  to  the  party,  no 
decree  of  a  probate  court  so  materially  af- 
fecting the  rights  of*  property  and  the  per- 
son can  be  valid,  unless  the  party  to  be  af- 
fected has  had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard 
in  defense  of  his  rights.  "It  is  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  justice,  essential  to 
every  free  government,  that  every  citizen 
shall  be  maintained  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
liberty  and  property,  unless  he  has  forfeited 
them  by  the  standing  laws  of  the  com- 
munity, and  has  had  opportunity  to  answer 
such  charges  as,  according  to  those   laws. 
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will  justify  a  forfeiture  or  ■uspension  of 
them.  And  -whenever  the  legislature  has 
provided  that,  on  account  of  crime  or  mis- 
fortune, the  public  safety  or  convenience  de- 
mands a  suspension  of  these  essential  rights 
of  the  individual,  and  has  provided  a  judi- 
cial process,  by  which  the  fact  shall  be  as- 
certained, it  is  to  be  understood  as  required 
that  the  tribunal  to  which  is  committed  the 
duty  of  inquiring  and  determining  shall  give 
opportunity  to  the  subject  to  be  heard  in 
support  of  his  innocence  or  his  capacity." 
In  Evans  v.  Johnson,  supra,  it  is  said :  "Of- 
ten, if  given  notice,  he  [the  alleged  insane 
person]  will  be  prompt  to  attend,  and  in  his 
person  be  the  unanswerable  witness  of  his 
sanity;  often,  if  not  given  notice,  those  in- 
terested in  using  or  robbing  him  of  his  prop- 
erty will  effectuate  a  corrupt  plan.  Almost 
as  well  might  we  convict  a  man  of  crime 
without  notice.  There  is  abundant  author- 
ity for  this  position.  Even  though  the 
statute  be  silent  as  to  notice,  as  ours  as  to 
appointment  of  committees  by  county  courts 
is,  though  that  as  to  circuit  court  appoint- 
ment requires  notice,  yet  the  common  law 
steps  in  and  requires  it."  That  this  rule  is 
commonly  thus  applied  in  the  construction 
of  statutes  similar  in  nature  to  the  one  un- 
der consideration  is  seen  from  the  following 
cases:  Hathaway  v.  Clark,  supra;  Re  Blew- 
itt,  131  N.  Y.  541,  30  N.  E.  587;  Supreme 
Council  R  A.  v.  Nicholson,  supra;  Holman 
v.  Holman,  80  Me.  130,  13  Atl.  576;  Eddy 
V.  People,  15  HI.  386;  Dutcher  v.  Hill,  29 
Jfo.  271,  77  Am.  Dec.  572;  Hutchins  v. 
Johnson,  12  Conn.  376,  30  Am.  Dee.  622. 
And  it  is  the  party's  privilege  to  be  present. 
Ex  parte  Cranmer,  12  Ves.  Jr.  446;  Re 
Vanauken,  10  N.  J.  Eq.  186;  Fiscus  v.  Tur- 
ner, 125  Ind.  46,  24  N.  E.  602.  See  also 
Simon  v.  Craft,  before  cited.  Further  cita- 
tion of  authorities  is  unnecessary.  We  think 
it  ck-ar  that  the  provisions  for  a  court  of  in- 
quiry, as  contained  in  Pub.  Stat.  3716-3718, 
should  be  construed  in  the  light  of  the  re- 
quirements of  the  foregoing  principles  of  the 
common  law,  and  that  so  construed  the  al- 
leged insane  person  is  entitled  by  law  to 
proper  notice  of  such  proceedings,  and  an 
opportunity  to  be  present  and  defend.  This 
is  all  that  due  process  of  law  requires,  and 
consequently  the  statute  in  this  respect  is 
not  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
state,  nor  of  the  14th  Amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  In  some 
states  it  is  held  that  notice  to  the  alleged 
lunatic  may  be  dispensed  with  by  special 
order  of  court,  in  cases  of  peculiar  circum- 
stances, such  as  confirmed  and  dangerous 
madness,  rendering  it  improper  or  unsafe  to 
give  such  notice  (see  Re  Blewitt,  cited 
above)  ;  but,  as  that  question  is  not  in- 
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Tolved  in  the  matter  before  us,  it  is  not 
considered. 

Whether  the  proceedings  had  under  this 
statute,  resulting  in  the  order  for  the  con- 
finement of  Lydia  Ann  in  the  hospital  as 
an  insane  state  pauper,  were  such  as  ren- 
dered the  restraint  legal,  is  quite  another 
thing.  The  record  shows  that  the  judge  of 
probate  did  not  pass  upon  the  question  of 
her  insanity,  but,  instead  thereof,  left  it 
without  consideration,  as  the  two  physi- 
cians had  placed  it  in  their  certificate.  The 
order,  after  stating  the  court's  finding  that 
she  has  no  relatives  within  this  state  bound 
by  law  to  support  her,  and  is  destitute  of 
means  of  supporting  herself,  continues: 
"And  it  appearing  that  the  insanity  of  the 
said  Lydia  Ann  Allen  is  certified  in  writing, 
sworn  to  by  two  physicians  legally  qualified 
and  residents  of  this  state,  as  provided  by 
law;  whereupon,  the  said  judge  of  probate 
doth  hereby  order  and  decree,"  etc.  For  the 
purpose  of  making  such  a  certificate,  any 
two  legally  qualified  physicians,  residents  of 
the  state,  may  be  selected  by  those  interest- 
ed in  having  the  person  confined  in  an  asy- 
lum as  insane,  regardless  of  their  actuating 
motives.  The  physicians  are  required  to 
make  their  examination  of  the  person  with- 
in five  days  before  making  the  certificate, 
and  to  make  oath  to  their  certificate,  but 
they  are  neither  designated  nor  appointed 
nor  commissioned  by  any  court  or  public 
authority  to  act  in  that  capacity.  The  ex- 
amination may  be  made  by  them  anywhere 
and  under  any  circumstances  permitting  it, 
without  notice  to,  or  knowledge  by,  the  sup- 
posed insane  person,  and  solely  upon  such 
examination,  their  certificate  may  be  based. 
They  are  not  obliged  to  hear  other  evidence, 
even  though  offered  by  the  person  examined 
or  in  his  behalf,  to  show  his  sanity,  and,  if 
they  do  hear  evidence  so  offered,  it  is  as  a 
mere  matter  of  favor  on  their  part.  Such  a 
proceeding  is  entirely  devoid  of  the  essential 
elements  of  due  process  of  law.  Moreover, 
if  a  person's  right  of  hearing  depends  upon 
the  grace,  favof,  or  discretion  of  the  persons, 
board,  or  tribunal  whose  duty  it  is  to  de- 
cide the  question  at  issue,  he  is  not  pro- 
tected in  his  constitutional  right.  The  law 
must  require  notice  to  him,  give  him  a  right 
to  a  hearing,  and  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard.  Durkee  v.  Barre,  81  Vt.  530,  71  Atl. 
819;  Stuart  v.  Palmer,  74  N.  Y.  183,  30  Am. 
Rep.  280;  Underwood  v.  People,  32  Mich.  1, 
20  Am.  Rep.  633;  Re  Lambert,  134  Cal.  626, 
55  L.R.A.  856,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  296,  66  Pac. 
851;  State  ex  rel.  Blaisdell  v.  Billings,  65 
Minn.  476,  43  Am.  St.  Rep.  525,  57  N.  W. 
206,  794.  Such  a  certificate  of  physicians, 
when  used  before  a  court  of  inquiry  under 
§  3718,  cannot,  therefore,  have  the  force  of 
a  judicial  determination  by  which  the  state 
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of  the  person's  mind  is  fixed,  nor  does  the 
law  contemplate  that  it  shall  have  such  ef- 
fect. By  that  section,  if  the  court  finds 
from  the  evidence  that  the  peraan  is  liable 
to  be  supported  by  the  Htate,  and  the  in- 
sanity of  such  person  is  thus  certified  with 
the  formalities  required  by  law,  the  court 
shall  issue  an  order  for  the  removal  of  the 
insane  to  the  hospital  for  the  insane,  etc. 
The  presence  of  such  a  certificate,  however, 
is  essential  to  the  jurisdiction  ot  the  judge 
of  probate.  Without  it,  he  has  no  power  to 
determine  the  matters  and  things  coming 
before  him  as  a  court  of  inquiry  authorized 
by  §  3716.  The  clause  immediately  follow- 
ing, that  "he  shall  issue  an  order  for  the  re- 
moval of  such  insane  person  to  the"  hos- 
pital, means  no  more  than  he  shall  issue  his 
order  in  the  due  course  of  proceedings  ac- 
cording to  law.  His  acts  are  judicial,  and 
he  cannot  issue  an  order  of  removal  with- 
out having  found  the  facts  requisite  as  a 
basis  therefor.  See  Painter  v.  Liverpool  Oil 
(iaslight  Co.  3  Ad.  k  El.  433,  Patteson,  J.; 
Cleveland  v.  Hopkins,  2  Aik.  (Vt.)  394. 

Just  what  force  ns  evidence,  the  statute 
contemplates  that  the  physicians'  certificate 
shall  have,  in  hearings  of  this  character,  is 
a  question  not  entirely  free  from  doubt.  The 
examination  by  the  physicians  is  made  un- 
der certain  provisions  of  the  statute,  but  it 
is  hot  of  a  public  nature,  and  made  under 
competent  authority  on  behalf  of  the  pub- 
lic to  ascertain  a  matter  of  public  interest. 
The  certificate  is  not,  therefore,  a  return 
of  the  physicians'  proceedings  and  findings 
to  a  court,  to  be  there  acted  upon  in  affirm- 
ance or  disaffirmance,  as  is  generally  done 
when  an  investigation  has  been  made  by  an 
inquisition  by  virtue  of  competent  author- 
ity. 1  Starkie,  Ev.  pt.  2,  §§  94,  90,  97. 
Yet  an  inquisition  of  lunacy  is  only  pre- 
sumptive evidence  of  insanity,  and  is  tra- 
versable as  a  matter  of  right  by  the  alleged 
lunatic,  and  may  be  sent  to  a  court  of  com- 
mon law  to  be  tried  by  jury.  Re  Bridge, 
Craig  t  P.  338;  Shumway  v.  Shumway,  2 
Vt.  339;  Re  Cumming,  1  De  G.  M.  &  G. 
637.  The  certificate  is  not  by  law  returned 
by  the  physicians  to  any  court,  public  oBi- 
cer,  or  public  office.  It  is  not  a  warrant, 
nor  a  bii.ding  order  on  anyone,  to  commit  to 
an  asylum,  or  to  restrain,  the  person  certi- 
fied to  be  insane.  It  is  but  the  written 
opinion  under  oath  of  the  physicians  that 
the  person  is  insane,  and  a  proper  subject 
for  treatment  and  custody  in  some  asylum 
or  other  institution  for  those  ao  afflicted. 
It  is,  however,  within  the  power  of  the  legis- 
lature to  prescribe  that  such  a  certificate, 
made  in  full  compliance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  statute  authorizing  it,  shall  be  re- 
ceived as  evidence  of  insanity  and  the  effect 
of  it,  before  a  court  of  inquiry,  like  the  one  j 
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here  under  consideration,  with  the  modifi- 
cation that  it  has  no  power,  under  the  pre- 
tense of  prescribing  rules  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  evidence,  to  go  so  far  as  altogether 
to  preclude  the  alleged  insane  person  from 
establishing  his  rights  in  opposition  thereto. 
In  Board  of  Excise  v.  Merchant,  103  N.  Y. 
143,  57  Am.  Rep.  706,  8  N.  E.  484,  the  court 
said:  "The  general  power  of  the  legislature 
to  prescribe  rules  of  evidence  and  methods 
of  proof  is  undoubted.  While  the  power 
has  its  constitutional  limitations,  it  is  not 
easy  to  define  precisely  what  they  are.  A 
law  which  would  practically  shut  out  the 
evidence  of  a  party,  and  thus  deny  him  tlie 
opportunity  for  a  trial,  would  substantially 
deprive  him  of  due  process  of  law.  It  would 
not  be  possible  to  uphold  a  law  which  made 
an  act  prima  facie  evidence  of  crime,  over 
which  the  party  charged  had  no  control  and 
with  which  he  had  no  connection;  or  which 
made  that  prima  facie  evidence  of  crime 
which  had  no  relation  to  a  criminal  act, 
and  no  tendency  whatever  by  itself  to  prove 
a  criminal  act.  But  so  long  as  the  legisla- 
ture, in  prescribing  rules  of  evidence  in 
either  civil  or  criminal  cases,  leaves  a  party 
a  fair  opportunity  to  make  his  defenne,  and 
to  submit  all  the  facts  to  a  jury  to  be 
weighed  by  them,  upon  evidence  legitinmtely 
bearing  upon  them,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive 
how  its  acts  can  be  assailed  upon  constitu- 
tional grounds."  In  Vega  S.  S.  Co.  v.  Con- 
solidated Elevator  Co.  75  Minn.  308,  43 
L.R.A.  843,  74  Am.  St.  Rep.  484,  77  N.  W. 
073,  it  was  held  that  a  certificate  of  a  pub- 
lic weighmaster  cannot  be  made  conclusive 
evidence.  State  v.  Thomas,  144  Ala.  77,  2 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1011,  113  Am.  St.  Rep.  17, 
40  So.  271,  6  A.  4  E.  Ann.  Cas.  744;  State 
V.  Beach,  147  Ind.  74,  36  L.R.A.  179,  43 
N.  E.  949;  Meadowcroft  v.  People,  163  111. 
56,  35  L.R.A.  176,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  447. 
45  N.  E.  303;  Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  5::0.  In 
order  to  issue  an  order  of  removal  under 
Pub.  Stat.  3718,  the  court  must  find  upon 
competent  evidence  before  it,  not  only  that 
the  alleged  insnne  person  is  destitute  of 
means  to  support  himself,  and  without  rel- 
atives in  the  state  bound  by  law  to  support 
him,  but  it  must  also  find  that  such  a  p.-r- 
son  is  insane,  and  is  dangerous.  The  last, 
since  the  statute  provides  that  neither  idiots 
and  persons  non  compos,  nor  demented  per- 
sons who  are  not  dangerous,  shall  be  con- 
fined in  a  hospital  for  the  insane.  Pub. 
Stat.  3759.  We  think  the  statute  respecting 
the  use  of  the  certificate  may  reasonably  be 
so  construed  as  to  make  it,  like  an  inquisi- 
tion of  lunacy  when  traversed,  prima  facie 
evidence  of  the  person's  insanity,  with 
which  construction  the  statute  will  be  valid. 
At  the  same  time  a  construction  might  rea- 
sonably be  had  giving  the  certificate  con- 
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rluxive  effect,  thereby  rendering  the  statute 
inralid.  The  court  will  assume  that  the 
legislature  did  not  overlook  the  prorigions 
iif  the  Constitution,  and  intended  that  the 
Ktatute  in  this  respect  should  be  effective. 
Two  constructions  being  equally  obvious,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  adopt  the  one 
which  is  in  harmony  with  the  provisions'  of 
the  Constitution.  Grenada  County  v.  Brog- 
den  (Grenada  County  v.  Brown)  112  U.  S. 
261,  28  L.  ed.  704,  5  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  125; 
Knights  Templars'  t  M.  Life  Indemnity  Co. 
T.  Jarman,  187  U.  S.  197,  47  L.  ed.  130,  23 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  108.  We  hold,  therefore,  that 
in  the  trial  of  the  issues  before  a  court  of 
inquiry,  under  the  provisions  of  Pub.  Stat. 
.171(5-3718,  the  physicians'  certificate,  if 
made  in  compliance  with  the  law,  is  prima 
farie  evidence  of  insanity. 

A  case  very  much  in  point  is  Sliumway  v. 
5!bumway,  before  cited,  which  involved  the 
cnnatruction  of  S  102,  chap.  44,  p.  350,  Vt. 
Laws,  1825,  that  the  probate  court  of  any 
district  shall  have  power,  "on  the  request 
of  any  friend  or  relation  of  any  idiot,  non 
rompot,  lunatic,  or  distracted  person  resid- 
ing in  such  district,  to  issue  a  commission 
to  the  selectmen  and  civil  authority  of 
the  town  in  which  such  person  resides,  to 
make  inquisition  in  the  premises;  and  if 
said  person  shall  be  found  by  them,  or  a 
major  part  of  them,  on  being  notified  and 
namined  by  them,  to  be  incapable  of  taking 
care  of  him  or  herself,  they  shall  certify  the 
<ame  on  such  commission,  and  return  the 
ume  to  such  court;  and  said  court  shall 
thereupon  appoint  some  suitable  person  or 
prrsons  to  be  guardian  of  such  person,  so 
long  as  he  or  she  shall  remain  incapable  of 
taking  care  of  him  or  herself."  The  case 
<ras  an  appeal  from  a  decree  of  the  judge  of 
probate  assigning  a  guardian  over  the  appel- 
lant, by  virtue  of  this  statute.  A  commis- 
sion was  issued  to  the  selectmen  and  civil 
authority.  They  made  inquisition  in  the 
prrmises,  and  made  their  return  to  the 
judge  of  probate,  on  which  they  certified 
that  notice  had  been  given  to  the  appellant, 
fcut  it  did  not  appear  when  or  how ;  where- 
npoo  the  judge  assigned  a  guardian  without 
causing  notice  to  be  given  to  the  appellant 
to  appear  before  him,  who  did  not  appear. 
It  vas  contended,  among  other  things,  that 
the  selectmen  and  civil  authority  were  made 
the  judges  of  the  ability  of  the  appellant, 
'hfther  he  was  capable  of  taking  care  of 
himself,  and  that  their  proceedings,  when 
Mumed  to  the  court  of  probate,  were  con- 
clusive, and  the  judge  was  not  to  have  any 
hearing  before  him,  but  on  the  return  of  the 
inquisition  was  to  assign  a  guardian  with- 
out further  proceedings.  It  was  further 
"intended  that  the  case  was  not  appealable. 
Tie  court  said:  "We  consider  the  duty  of 
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a  judge  of  probate  under  our  statute  to  be 
very  plain  and  easy.  When  application  is 
made  to  him  for  a  commission  of  lunacy, 
accompanied  with  affidavit,  he  should  issue 
it,  with  directions  on  the  same  for  notify- 
ing the  pretended  lunatic.  The  selectmen 
and  civil  authority  are  then  to  notify  agree- 
able to  directions,  and  make  inquisition,  aft- 
er whi<:h  they  are  to  make  return  to  the 
judge  of  probate  of  all  their  doings,  who 
iB  then  to  give  the  supposed  lunatic  reason- 
able notice  of  time  and  place,  and  a  full 
bearing  before  him;  and,  if  upon  such  full 
hearing  he  is  satisfied  the  case  requires  it, 
he  is  to  assign  a  guardian,  but  must  give 
opportunity  and  grant  an  appeal  if  request- 
ed." It  appears  from  the  record  that  the 
certificate  was  made  October  10,  1900;  that 
on  the  following  day  application  was  made 
to  the  judge  of  probate  for  a  court  of  in- 
quiry, to  ascertain  whether  the  said  Lydia 
Ann  should  be  committed  to  the  hospital  for 
the  insane,  at  the  expense  of  the  state.  A 
hearing  was  had  before  that  court,  an  order 
made  by  it  for  her  removal  to  the  hospital, 
and  she  was  committed  thereon, — all  within 
the  day  of  the  application.  It  further  ap- 
pears that  notice  was  given  to  the  state's 
attorney  of  the  county,  and  that  he  was 
present  and  conducted  the  examination  in 
behalf  of  the  state.  The  sUtute  ( Pub.  Stat. 
3710)  provides  that  at  least  ten  days'  notice 
of  such  proceedings  shall  be  given  to  the 
state's  attorney.  Thus  notified,  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  that  ofiicial  to  investigate  tho 
case,  and,  if  he  finds  the  alleged  insane  per- 
son not  liable  to  be  supported  by  the  state, 
he  shall  attend  the  court  of  inquiry,  produ- 
cing such  evidence  as  he  deems  advisable  for 
the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  state. 
This  liability  to  support  by  the  state  is 
made  to  depend  upon  the  coexistence  of  the 
facts  of  the  insanity  of  the  person,  the 
dangerousness  of  him  if  at  large,  his  desti- 
tution of  means  to  support  himself,  and  the 
lack  of  relatives  in  the  state  bound  by  law 
to  support  him.  Hence  the  state,  as  well 
as  the  alleged  insane  person,  has  an  interest 
in  all  of  these  constituent  questions.  Wheth- 
er the  state's  attorney  can  waive  the  length 
of  notice  required  by  statute,  and  thereby 
anticipate  the  time  of  hearing  before  the 
court  of  inquiry,  so  far  as  the  interests  of 
the  state  are  concerned,  we  do  not  decide; 
for  certain  it  is  that  he  cannot  by  waiver, 
or  otherwise,  materially  interfere  with  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  alleged  insane 
person  in  this  respect.  Adverting  to  what 
we  have  before  said  regarding  the  require- 
ment of  notice  to  such  person,  the  length  of 
notice  being  unfixed,  it  must  be  such  as  is 
reasonable  in  the  circumstances  of  the  par- 
ticular case;  and  thus  measured,  it  can  in 
no  event  be  less  than  that  required  by  due 
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process  of  law,  namely,  such  as  gives  him 
an  adequate  (^portunity  to  be  present,  and 
to  be  beard  in  defense  of  his  rights.  The 
judge  of  probate  has  no  authority  to  act  be- 
fore such  notice  has  been  given.  The  court 
is  one  of  special  and  limited  jurisdiction, 
and  it  can  proceed  in  hearings  of  this  nature 
only  in  strict  conformity  with  the  statute. 
And,  since  the  record  shows  that  two  of  the 
questions  of  fact  essential  to  the  issuing  of 
the  order  of  removal  here  under  considera- 
tion were  not  heard  and  determined  by  the 
court  of  inquiry,  and  since  it  does  not  ap- 
pear from  the  record  that  the  hearing  there 
had  was  upon  the  required  notice  to  the  al- 
leged insane  person,  on  the  face  of  the  rec- 
ord the  court  proceeded  in  a  manner  not 
authorized  by  law,  and  its  order  of  remov- 
al is  void.  Hendrick  v.  Cleaveland,  2  Vt. 
329;  Winslow  v.  Troy,  97  Me.  130,  53  Atl. 
1008;  Behrensmeyer  v.  Kreiti,  135  III.  591, 
20  N.  E.  704;  Morton  v.  8ims,  64  Oa.  298. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  § 
3767  of  the  Public  Statutes  was  so  amend- 
ed as  to  give  the  right  of  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  physicians  to  the  person  cer- 
tified to  be  insane,  or  to  any  next  friend  or 
relative  of  such  person,  to  the  probate  court, 
with  the  right  there  of  a  trial  by  jury ;  and 
that  any  person  detained  at  any  hospital  for 
the  insane  in  this  state  when  said  amend- 
atory act  took  effect  shall  be  entitled  to 
such  appeal  and  trial  thereon.  Ijaws  1008, 
p.  81,  No.  94.  It  is  sufficient  for  the  case  at 
bar  to  say  that  the  right  of  appeal  given 
by  this  amendment  can  have  no  application 
where,  before  the  passage  of  that  act,  the 
insane  person  was  removed  to  the  hospital 
for  the  insane  as  an  insane  state  pauper,  by 
order  of  a  judge  of  probate  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Pub.  Stat.  3715-3719.  In  such  a 
case  the  commitment  and  the  detention  are 
not  upon  the  certificate  of  physicians,  but 
by  virtue  of  an  order  of  the  judge  of  ibe 
probate;  and,  since  his  jurisdiction  is 
special  and  limited,  an  order  of  this  charac- 
ter issued  by  him,  to  be  legal,  must  show 
such  facts  as  are  jurisdictional.  Holden  v. 
Scanlin,  30  Vt.  177.  For  this  purpose,  the 
eertiflcate  is  by  statute  to  be  left  with  the 
superintendent  or  trustee  of  the  hospital,  by 
the  officer  executing  the  order,  and  in  con- 
nection therewith,  thus  making  it  part  of 
the  order. 

The  result  is  that  the  proceedings  of  th< 
court  of  inquiry  are  a  nullity,  and  the  con- 
finement of  the  said  Lydia  Ann  in  the  hos- 
pital for  the  insane  on  the  order  of  that 
court  is  illegal  and  without  authority  of 
law.  She  will  therefore  be  discharged  from 
such  confinement  on  said  order;  yet,  if  she 
is  insane  and  her  going  at  large  would  be 
dangerous  to  herself  or  to  others,  she  will ' 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


not  be  set  at  liberty  on  habeas  corpus.  In 
such  circumstances  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
court,  and  within  its  common-law  power 
resting  upon  public  necessity,  to  restrain 
her  until  resort  can  be  had  to  regular  and 
orderly  means  to  place  her  under  permanent 
legal  restraint.  Re  Shuttlewortb,  9  Q.  B. 
651;  Ex  parte  Greenwood,  1  Jur.  N.  S.  622; 
Re  Boyett,  136  N.  C.  415,  67  L.R.A.  972, 
103  Am.  St  Rep.  944,  48  S.  E.  789,  1  A.  & 
E.  Ann.  Cas.  729;  Nishimura  Ekiu  v. 
United  States,  142  U.  S.  651,  35  L.  ed.  1146, 
12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  336.  If  the  court  has 
reason  to  believe  the  person  insane  and  dan- 
gerous, this  power  should  be  exercised.  For 
this  purpose,  the  condition  may  be  sufficient- 
ly ascertained  from  the  respondent's  return, 
from  the  evidence  in  the  case,  or  by  any 
other  legitimate  method  to  enable  the  court 
to  determine  whether  such  temporary  re- 
straint would  be  justifiable.  In  the  case  at 
bar,  the  record  affords  no  information,  but, 
as  the  person  whose  discharge  is  sought  is 
in  the  custody  of  the  court,  its  conunon-law 
jurisdiction  over  infants,  idiots,  and  luna- 
tics enables  it  to  act  with  reference  to  this 
question  from  its  own  conscience  and  on 
its  own  information,  acquired  in  such  a  way 
as  it  deems  best.  See  2  Stephen's  C<Hn. 
511;  King  v.  McLean  Asylum,  26  L.R.A. 
784,  12  C.  C.  A.  145,  21  U.  8.  App.  481, 
64  Fed.  331.  Touching  this  question  the 
court's  information  is  such  that,  upon  an 
order  to  be  issued  by  it  for  this  purpose, 
she  will  be  placed  under  the  care  and  cus- 
tody of  the  superintendent  of  the  Vermont 
State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  at  Water- 
bury,  for  a  reasonable  time,  or  for  such 
specified  time  as  may  be  named  in  said 
order,  to  the  end  that  the  necessary  pro- 
ceedings may  be  had  to  determine  her  state 
of  mind,  and,  upon  that  being  found,  to  be 
dealt  with  as  the  law  directs. 

t 
Mnnson,  J.,  concurs  in  the  result.  ; 


CALIFORNIA  SVPREMI!  COURT. 

EX  PARTE  FRED  J.  MARTIN. 

(—  Cal.  — ,  106  Pac.  235.) 

Master  and   servant  —  statute   limiting 
hours  of  labor  —  validity. 

1.  A  statute  limiting  the  hours  of  labor 
in  mines  and  smeltin;;  and  reduction  works 
is  not  special  legislation,  nor  does  it  grant 


Note.  —  Constitutionaltty   of    legislative 
limitation  of  hours  of  labor. 

Since  the  preparation  of  the  note  to  Peo- 
ple V.  Williams,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1130,  on 
this  subject,  the  Missouri  supreme  court  in 
State  V.  Miksicek  (Mo.)  125  S.  W.  507,  has 
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■peeial  priyileges  and  immunities,  nor  lack 
uniformity  of  operation,  because  it  does 
not  apply  alike  to  all  classes  of  laborers  en- 
gaged in  occupations  dangerous  to  health. 
Statnte  —  miners  —  uniformity. 

2.  That  a  statute  limiting  the  hours  of 
labor  in  mines  does  not  apply  to  persons 
employed  in  other  under^ound  occupations 
does  not  render  it  inyabd  for  lack  of  uni- 
formity of  operation. 

SaDM  —  aeTeral  rabjecta  —  validity. 

S.  A  statute  does  not  cover  more  than  one 
subject,  in  Tiolation  of  the  Constitution, 
because  it  deals  with  employees  in  under- 
ground mines,  and  also  with  those  in  smelt- 
ing and  reduction  works. 
Master  and  servant  ->  working  hoars  — 

reasonableness. 

4.  A  statute  limiting  the  hours  of  labor 
in  mines  is  not  void  for  unreasonableness 
because  it  requires  the  hours  to-  be  consecu- 
tive; 

1 

(December  23,  1909.) 


APPLICATION  for  a  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus to  secure  the  release  of  petitioner 
from  custody  to  which  he  had  been  commit- 
ted for  violation  of  a  statute  regulating  the 
hours  of  labor  in  mines  and  smelting  and  re- 
duction works.    Writ  dismissed.  * 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Sollnskr  tt  Wehe  and  Paul  O. 
Mort,  for  petitioner: 

The  act  takes  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
interested  persons  to  aay  how  many  hours 
they  will  carry  on  their  business  per  day, 
and  it  prevents  them  from  contracting  wiUk 
each  other  as  they  see  fit. 

Lochner  v.  New  York,  198  U.  S.  48,  62, 
49  L.  ed.  937,  939,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  539,  3 
A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1133;  Ritchie  t.  People, 
165  111.  98,  29  L.RA.  79,  46  Am.  St.  Rep. 
316,  40  N.  £.  466. 

The  law  cannot  stand  as  a  labor  law,  or 
independent  of  considerations  of  the  public 
health. 


held  that  a  statute  substantially  similar  to 
that  involved  in  Lochner  v.  New  York,  198 
U.  S.  45,  49  L.  ed.  937,  25  Sup.  Ct  Rep. 
539,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1133  (cited  in  the 
earlier  note),  limiting  the  hours  of  labor 
of  employees  in  bakeries,  was  not  a  valid 
exercise  of  the  police  power;  the  decision 
in  the  Lochner  Case  being  regarded  as  con- 
trolling authority. 

The  provisions  of  g  3  of  the  Colorado  "wom- 
an and  children  labor  act"  of  1903,  to  the 
effect  that  no  woman  of  sixteen  years  of 
age  or  more  shall  be  required  to  work  or 
labor  for  more  than  eight  hours  in  the 
twenty-four-hours  day,  "in  any  mill,  fac- 
tory, manufacturing  establishment,  shop, 
or  store  .  .  .  where  such  labor,  woric, 
or  occupation,  by  its  nature,  requires  the 
woman  to  stand  or  be  upon  her  feet  in  order 
to  satisfactorily  perform  her  labors,  work, 
or  duty  in  snch  occupation  or  employment," 
were  held,  in  Burcher  ▼.  People,  41  Colo. 
495,  124  Am.  St.  Rep.  143,  93  Pac.  14,  not 
to  be  within  the  scope  of  the  title  of  the 
act  "An  Act  to  Prescribe  and  Regulate  the 
Hours  of  Employment  for  Women  and 
Children  in  Mills,  Factories,  Manufactur- 
ing Establishments,  Shops,  Stores,  and  Any 
OOier  Occupation  Which  May  Be  Deemed 
Unhealthful  or  Dangerous."  The  decision 
was  upon  the  ground  that  the  title  had  to 
do  with  occupations  which,  in  and  of  them- 
selves, may  be  deemed  unhealthful  or  dan- 
gerous, whereas  the  provisions  in  question 
treat  of  occupations  which,  for  aught  that 
is  said  therein  to  the  contrary,  are  entirely 
safe  and  healthful,  or  refer  only  to  labor 
that  might  inferentially  be  deemed  injuri- 
ous or  unhealthful;  so  that  they  were  not 
within  the  scope  of  the  title,  even  assuming 
that  it  is  competent  for  the  le<^islature,  un- 
der the  "eight-hour"  constitutional  Amend- 
ment, to  regulate  the  hours  of  employment, 
not  only  where  the  occupation  or  branch 
of  industry  in  itself  is  injurious  or  dan- 
gerous, but  also  where,  though  the  particu- 
n  L.BJ^.(N.S.) 


lar  occupation  or  place  of  work  is  perfectly 
safe  and  healthful,  the  labor  performed  is 
injurious  or  unhealthful. 

The  Illinois  "woman's  ten-hour  law,"  pro- 
viding that  no  female  shall  he  employed  in 
any  mechanical  establishment  or  factory  or 
laundry  more  than  ten  hours  during  any 
one  day,  was  upheld  in  W.  C.  Richie  k  Co. 
V.  Wayman  (111.)  91  N.  E.  695,  as  a  legiti- 
mate exercise  of  the  police  power,  against 
the  objections  that  it  denied  due  process  of 
law  and  was  special  legislation.  In  reply 
to  the  latter  objection,  the  court  said  in  ef- 
fect that  the  peculiar  physical  structure 
and  maternal  functions  of  women,  and  the 
special  pressure  and  spur  to  which  em- 
ployees in  establishments  like  those  named 
m  the  statute,  whose  product  is  produced 
by  machinery,  are  subject,  furnish  a  suffi- 
cient basis  of  classification,  and  justify  con- 
fining the  statute  to  women  and  to  the 
kinds  of  establishments  enumerated. 

The  power  of  the  state  to  regulate  the 
hours  of  employees  of  railroad  companies 
engaged  in  interstate  commerce,  so  far  as 
it  is  affected  by  the  interstate  commerce 
clause,  is  excluded  from  this  note.  On 
that  subject  see  note  to  State  v.  Northern 
P.  R.  Co.  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  134,  and  the 
later  case  of  State  v.  Chicago,  M.  ft  St.  P. 
R.  Co.  136  Wis.  407,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  326, 
117  N.  W.  686. 

The  constitutionality  of  statutes  limiting 
the  hours  of  labor  on  public  works  is  also 
excluded,  as  that  subject  is  covered  in  notes 
to  Keefe  t.  People,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  .131,  and 
People  ex  rel.  Williams  Engineering  ft 
Contracting  Co.  y.  Metz,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
201. 

As  to  the  constitutionality  of  child-labor 
laws  generally,  including  statutes  limiting 
the  hours  of  labor  of  children,  see  case  notes 
to  Starnes  v.  Albion  Mfg.  Co.  17  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  602,  and  State  v.  Shorey,  24  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)   1121. 
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Lochner  v.  New  York,  198- U.  S.  45,  57, 
49  L.  ed.  937,  941,  26  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  539,  3 
A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1133;  Ex  parte  Dickey, 
144  Cal.  234,  66  L.R.A.  928,  103  Am.  St. 
Rep.  82,  77  Pac.  924,  1  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
428;  Ex  parte  Jentzsch,  112  Cal.  468,  32 
L.R.A.  004,  44  Pac.  803. 

There  are  many  other  persons  besides 
those  embraced  in  the  act,  who  work  under 
substantially  the  same  or  similar  conditions. 

Starne  v.  People,  222  III.  189,  113  Am. 
St.  Rep.  389,  78  N.  E.  62;  Stote  v.  Cantwell, 
179  Mo.  245,  78  S.  W.  669;  Ex  parte  Kair, 
28  Nev.  127,  113  Am.  St.  Rep.  817,  80  Pac. 
464,  6  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  893;  Ex  parte 
Boyce,  27  Nev.  299,  65  L.R.A.  47,  76  Pac. 
1,  1  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  66;  Holden  v.  Hardy, 
169  U.  S.  394,  42  L.  ed.  792,  18  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  383;  Ex  parte  Jentzsch,  supra;  People 
V.  Central  P.  R.  Co.  83  Cal.  393,  23  Pac. 
303. 

The  act  has  no  direct  or  proximate  rela- 
tion to  the  public  health,  and  therefore  is 
class  legislation  and  void. 

Re  Morgan,  26  Colo.  415,  47  L.R.A.  52, 
77  Am.  St.  Rep.  269,  58  Pac.  1071;  Lochner 
V.  New  York,  198  U.  S.  45,  57,  58,  61,  49  L. 
ed.  937,  941,  942,  943,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  539, 
3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1133;  Ritchie  v.  People, 
Bupra;  Re  Jacobs,  98  N.  Y.  98,  50  Am.  Rep. 
GSG ;  Tiedeman,  Pol.  Power,  §  86. 

The  legislature  cannot  arbitrarily  dis- 
criminate between  persons  in  the  same  sit- 
uation. 

Starne  v.  People  and  Ritchie  v.  People, 
supra;  Lochner  v.  New  York,  198  U.  S.  45, 
49  L.  ed.  937,  26  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  539,  3  A.  A 
E.  Ann.  Cas.  1133;  Re  Morgan,  supra;  Dar- 
cy  V.  San  Jose,  104  Cal.  647,  38  Pac.  500; 
Johnson  v.  St.  Paul  &  D.  R.  Co.  43  Minn. 
224,  8  L.R.A.  419,  45  N.  W.  156;  Rauer  v. 
Williams,  118  Cal.  401,  50  Pac.  691;  State 
ex  rel.  McCue  v.  Ramsay,  County,  48  Minn. 
236,  31  Am.  St.  Rep.  650,  51  N.  W.  112; 
Low  V.  Rees  Printing  Co.  41  Neb.  127,  24 
L.R.A.  702,  43  Am.  St.  Rep.  070,  59  N.  W. 
302;  Nicliols  V.  Walter,  37  Minn.  204,  33  N. 
W.  800;  Miller  v.  Kister,  68  Cal.  145,  8  Pac. 
813;  Foster  v.  Police  Comrs.  102  Cal.  492, 
41  Am.  St.  Rep.  194,  37  Pac.  763;  Earle  v. 
Board  of  Education,  65  Cal.  489;  Pasadena 
V.  Stimson,  91  Cal.  251,  27  Pac.  604:  Ex 
parte  Smith,  .38  Cal.  710;  Brooks  v.  Hyde, 
37  Cal.  306;  People  ex  rel.  Daniels  v.  Hen- 
sliaw,  76  Cal.  430,  18  Pac.  413;  Ex  parte 
.Tont/sch,  112  Cal.  474,  32  L.R.A.  664,  44 
Pac.  803. 

The  law  is  special  as  distinguished  from 
general,  so  as  to  bring  it  within  the  con- 
stitutional inhibition  against  the  enactment 
of  laws  in  that  form. 

State  v.  Cantwell,  supra;  Desmond  v. 
Dunn,  55  Cal.  242;  State  ex  rel.  Randolph 
V.  Wood,  49  N.  J.  L.  85,  7  Atl.  286;  Lodj 
26  L,R.A.(N.S,) 


Twp.  V.  State,  51  N.  J.  L.  402,  6  L.R.A.  5fi, 
18  Atl.  749;  People  v.  Central  P.  R.  Co. 
83  Cal.  393,  23  Pac.  303;  Ex  parte  Wester- 
field,  55  Cal.  550,  36  Am.  Rep.  47 ;  Ex  parte 
Jentzsch,  112  Cal.  468,  32  L.R.A.  064,  44 
Pac.  803;  Ex  parte  Kuback,  85  Cal.  274,  » 
L.R.A.  482,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  226,  24  Pac. 
737;  Ex  parte  Koser,  60  Cal.  191;  Pasa- 
dena V.  Stimson,  91  Cal.  249,  27  Pac.  604; 
Re  Morgan,  supra;  Re  Eight  Hours  Bill, 
21  Colo.  29,  39  Pac.  329;  Low  v.  Reea  Print- 
ing Co.;  State  ex  rel.  McCue  v.  Ramsey 
County;  and  Rauer  v.  Williams, — supra; 
Bloss  v.  Lewis,  109  Cal.  493,  41  Pac  1081 ; 
Darcy  v.  San  Jose,  104  Cal.  642,  38  Pac 
500;  Krause  v.  Durbrow,  127  Ckl.  684,  60 
Pac.  438;  Cullen  v.  Glendora  Water  Co.  113 
Cal.  503,  39  Pac  769,  45  Pac  822,  1047; 
Earle  v.  Board  of  Education,  supra ;  Dough- 
erty V.  Austin,  94  Cal.  620,  16  L.R.A.  161, 
28  Pac.  834,  29  Pac.  1092. 

The  act  is  void,  because  it  contains  several 
incongruous  parts,  and  applies  to  different 
kinds  of  employment  not  connected  with, 
and  dissimilar  from,  each  other. 

People  V.  Parks,  58  Cal.  624;  Marvel  v. 
Merritt,  116  U.  S.  11,  29  L.  ed.  550,  6  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  207;  Callahan  v.  James,  141  Cal. 
291,  74  Pac  853. 

The  court  will  take  judicial  notice  of  con- 
ditions naturally  inherent  to  a  trade  or  oc- 
cupation, and  of  the  fact  whether  or  not  it 
is,  in  and  of  itself,  an  unhealthy  one  to  a 
degree  which  would  authorize  the  legisla- 
ture to  interfere. 

Lochner  v.  New  York,  198  U.  S.  50.  49 
L.  ed.  942,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  539,  3  A.  4  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  1133;  Ex  parte  Jentzsch,  112  Cal. 
473,  32  L.R.A.  664,  44  Pac.  803;  People  \-. 
Central  P.  R.  Co.  83  Cal.  410,  23  Pac.  303 : 
Starne  v.  People;  State  v.  Cantwell;  Ex 
parte  Kair;  Ex  parte  Boyce;  and  Holden  v. 
Hardy, — supra. 

Messrs.  James  Keith  and  Thomas  S. 
Ford,   for  respondent: 

A  statute  imposing  a  penalty  on  anyone 
working  more  than  eight  hours  a  day  in  any 
mine,  smelter,  or  mill  for  the  reduction  of 
ores,  is  not  unconstitutional  on  any  ground, 
and  especially  as  depriving  the  miner  of 
liberty  or  property  without  due  process  of 
law. 

Ex  parte  Kair,  28  Kev.  127,  113  Am.  St. 
Rep.  826,  80  Pac.  463,  6  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
893;  Ex  parte  Shrader,  33  Cal.  279:  Ex 
parte  Andrews,  18  Cal.  678;  Ex  parte  Moy- 
nier,  05  Cal.  33,  2  Pac.  728 ;  Ex  parte  Smith, 
38  Cal.  702. 

Legislation  is  not  open  to  the  charge  of 
depriving  one  of  his  rights  without  due  pro- 
cess of  law,  if  it  be  general  in  its  operation 
upon  the  subjects  to  which  it  relates. 

Dent  V.  West  Virginia,  129  U.  S.  124, 
32  L.  ed,   626,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  231;   Ex 
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parte  Ah  Fook,  49  Cal.  402;  Wulzen  t. 
StD  Frmnciaco,  101  Cal.  15,  40  Am.  St.  Rep. 
17,  35  Pac.  353;  Ex  parte  Lacey,  108  Cal. 
328,  38  L.R.A.  640,  49  Am.  8t  Rep.  93,  41 
Pac.  411. 

The  aet  merely  limits  the  contract  of  the 
operator  of  the  mine,  smelter,  or  ore  reduc- 
tion works,  with  his  employee,  to  work  in 
any  of  such  places  not  more  than  eight 
hours  during  any  twenty-four  hours. 

Ex  parte  Boycc,  27  Nev.  299,  65  L.R.A. 
51.  75  Pac.  1,  1  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Caa.  66. 

The  statute  is  not  violative  of  the  Consti- 
tution as  granting  special  privileges  and  im- 
munities. 

People  ex  rel.  Smith  t.  Twelfth  Dist. 
.fudge,  17  Cal.  547;  Tuolumne  Redemption 
Co.  v.  Sedgwick,  15  Cal.  515;  Re  Spencer, 
149  Cal.  306,  117  Am.  St.  Rep.  137,  86 
Pac.  800,  9  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1105;  Ex 
parte  Koser,  00  Cal.  177;  Ex  parte  Smith, 
3H  Cal.  702 ;  Abeel  v.  Clark,  84  Cal.  220,  24 
Pac.  383;  Ex  parte  Mirande,  73  Cal.  305.  14 
Par.  888;  Re  Hang  Kie,  69  Cal.  149,  10  Par. 
327;  Ex  parte  Jackson,  143  Cal.  564,  77 
Pac.  457. 

The  statute  is  not  violative  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  in  that  the  title 
haa  more  than  one  subject. 

Abeel  v.  Clark,  supra;  Ex  parte  Liddell, 
93  Cal.  033,  29  Pac.  251 ;  Hellman  v.  Shoul- 
ters,  114  Cal.  136,  44  Pac.  915,  45  Pac. 
1057;  Davies  v.  Los  Angeles,  86  Cal.  37,  24 
Pac.  771 ;  Kings  County  v.  Johnson,  104  Cal. 
198,  37  Pac.  870;  Gieseke  v.  San  Joaquin 
County,  109  Cal.  489,  42  Pac.  446. 

The  statute  is  not  violative  of  the  Consti- 
tution in  that  it  is  a  special  law  for  the 
punishment  of  a  crime,  or  that  it  is  a  spe- 
cial law  where  a  general  one  could  be  made 
applicable. 

1  Lewis's  Sutherland,  Stat.  Constr.  chap. 
6,  SS  194,  195;  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Mackey. 
127  U.  S.  205,  32  L.  ed,  107,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
1161;  Holden  v.  Hardy,  169  U.  S.  366,  42 
h.  ed.  780,  18  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  383,  14  Utah, 
96,  37  L.R.A.  110,  46  Pac.  1105. 

An  aet  applying  to  the  whole  of  any  single 
class  of  individuals  or  objects,  when  the 
classification  is  founded  upon  some  natural, 
intrinsic,  or  constitutional  distinction,  is  a 
general  law. 

Abeel  v.  Clark,  supra;  Ruperich  v.  Baehr, 
142  Cal.  190,  75  Pac.  782;  Re  Finley,  1  Cal. 
.\pp.  198,  81  Pac.  1041 ;  Ex  parte  Moynier, 
supra;  Ex  parte  Whitley,  144  Cal.  167,  77 
Pac  879,  1  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  13;  Ex  parte 
Koser,  suprk;  Ex  parte  Williams,  87  Cal. 
78,  24  Pac  602,  25  Pac.  248. 

The  hours  of  labor  of  employees  in  cer- 
tain occupations  may  be  constitutionally 
legulated. 

Bute  T.  Muller,  48  Or.  252,  120  Am.  St. 
Rep.  805,  85  Pac.  855,  11  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cns. 
28  L.R^.(X.6.1 


88;  Holden  t.  Hardy,  169  U.  S.  300,  42  L. 
ed.  780,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  38;  Lawton  v. 
Steele,  152  U.  S.  133,  38  L.  ed.  385,  14  Sup. 
Ct  Rep.  499;  Gundling  v.  Chicago,  177  U. 
S.  183,  44  L.  ed.  726,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  633; 
Jacobson  t.  Massachusetts,  197  U.  S.  11, 
49  L.  ed.  643,  26  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  358,  3  A.  & 
E.  Ann.  Cas.  766 ;  Wenham  v.  State,  65  Neb. 
394,  58  L.R.A.  825,  91  N.  W.  421;  People 
V.  Havnor,  149  N.  Y.  195,  31  L.R.A.  689,  52 
Am.  St  Rep.  707,  43  N.  E.  541;  State  v. 
Buchanan,  29  Wash.  602,  .59  L.R.A.  342,  92 
Am.  St.  Rep.  930,  70  Pac.  52 ;  Com.  v.  Ham- 
ilton Mfg.  120  Mass.  383;  Soon  Hing  v. 
Crowley,  113  U.  S.  703,  28  L.  ed.  114.5,  6 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  730;  Ex  parte  Northrup,  41 
Or.  490,  60  Pac.  445 ;  Low  v.  Rees  Printing 
Co.  41  Neb.  127,  24  L.R.A.  702,  43  Am.  St 
Rep.  676,  59  N.  W.  362;  People  v.  Lochner, 
177  N.  Y.  145,  101  Am.  St  Rep.  773,  69  N 
E.  373,  198  U.  S.  45,  49  L.  ed.  937,  25  Sup. 
Ct  Rep.  530,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1133; 
State  V.  Holden  (Holden  v.  Hardy)  14  Utah, 
71,  37  L.R.A.  103,  46  Pac.  766,  14  Utah,  06, 
37  L.R.A.  108,  46  Pac.  1105;  Short  v.  Bul- 
lion-Beck ft  C.  Min.  Co.  20  UUli,  20,  45 
L.R.A.  603,  67  Pac.  721 ;  State  v.  Livingston 
Concrete  Bldg.  £  Mfg.  Co.  34  Mont  570,  87 
Pac.  980,  9  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cm.  204 ;  State  v. 
Cantwell,  179  Mo.  245,  78  S.  W.  569;  People 
V.  Orange  County  Road  Constr.  Co.  175  N. 
Y.  84,  65  L.R.A.  40,  67  N.  E.  120;  Ex  parte 
Boyce,  27  Nev.  209,  65  L.R.A.  47,  76  Pac. 
1,  1  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  06;  Ex  parte  Kair, 
supra. 

Slosa,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Upon  the  application  of  Fred  J.  Martin, 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  issued  by  this 
court.  Martin  had  been  arrested  upon  a 
charge  of  violating  the  terms  of  a  statute 
entitled  "An  Act  Regulating  the  Hours  of 
Employment  in  Underground  Mines  and  in 
Smelting  and  Reduction  Works"  (Stat. 
1909,  chap.  181,  p.  279),  approved  March  10, 
1909.  The  provisions  of  the  act  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Section  1.  That  the  period  of  employment 
for  all  persons  who  are  employed  or  en- 
gaged in  work  in  underground  mines  in 
search  of  minerals,  whether  base  or  precious, 
or  who.  are  engaged  in  such  underground 
mines  for  other  purposes,  or  who  are  em- 
ployed or  engaged  in  other  underground 
workings,  whether  for  the  purpose  of  lAjnnel- 
ing,  making  excavations,  or  to  accomplish 
any  other  purpose  or  design,  or  who  are  em- 
ployed in  smelters  and  other  institutions  for 
the  reduction  or  refining  of  ores  or  metals, 
shall  not  exceed  eight  hours  within  any 
twenty-four  hours,  and  the  hours  of  em- 
ployment in  such  employment  or  work 
day  shall  he  consecutive,  excluding,  however. 
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any  intermiBsion  of  time  for  lunch  or  meals; 
provided  that,  in  the  case  of  emergency 
where  life  or  property  is  in  imminent  dan- 
ger, the  period  may  be  a  longer  time  during 
the  continuance  of  the  exigency  or  emergen- 
cy. 

"Sec  2.  Any  person  who  shall  Tiolate  any 
provision  of  this  act,  and  any  person  who, 
as  foreman,  manager,  director,  or  o£Bcer  of  a 
corporation,  or  as  the  employer  or  superior 
officer  of  any  person,  shall  command,  per- 
suade, or  allow  any  person  to  violate  any 
provision  of  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  shall  be 
punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  fifty  dol- 
lars ($50)  nor  more  than  three  hundred  dol- 
lars ($300),  or  by  imprisonment  of  not 
more  than  three  months.  And  the  court 
shall  have  discretion  to  impose  both  fine  and 
imprisonment  as  herein  provided. 

"Sec.  3.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  incon- 
sistent with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed." 

It  is  not  questioned  by  the  petitioner  that 
the  complaint  which  furnished  the  basis  for 
his  arrest  stated  a  violation  of  the  terms  of 
the  act.  His  position  is,  however,  that  the 
act  is  void,  as  being  in  contravention  of  con- 
stitutional provisions. 

The  ground  of  attack  usually  advanced  in 
cases  of  this  character,  namely,  that  the 
statute  is  in  conflict  with  the  guaranties  of 
the  14th  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  is  not  here  urged.  In- 
deed, such  contention  is  hardly  open  to  the 
petitioner,  in  view  of  the  decision  in  Holden 
v.  Hardy,  169  U.  S.  366,  42  L.  ed.  780,  18 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  383,  where  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  decided  that  a  statute 
of  Utah  substantially  identical  in  its  main 
features  with  the  one  before  us  did  not  de- 
prive persons  affected  by  it  of  any.  right  con- 
ferred by  the  Federal  Constitution.  Conced- 
ing the  binding  force  of  that  decision  as  an 
adjudication  of  all  Federal  questions  in- 
volved, the  petitioner  here  bases  his  claim  to 
immunity  from  prosecution  upon  certain 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  this  state. 

Before  proceeding  to  a  consideration  of 
the  particular  points  made  in  this  connec- 
tion, it  may  be  well  to  briefly  state  the  basis 
of  the  decision  in  Holden  v.  Hardy,  since,  in 
our  opinion,  the  points  there  decided  go  far 
toward  answering  the  main  objections  pred- 
icated upon  the  state  Constitution.  The 
right  on  the  part  of  the  state  to  restrict  the 
freedom  of  citizens  to  make  contracts  con- 
cerning their  callings  or  occupations  was 
there  upheld  with  respect  to  the  particular 
callings  covered  by  the  Utah  statute,  t.  e., 
mining  and  working  in  smelting  and  reduc- 
tion works,  upon  the  ground  that  the  re- 
striction in  question  was  a  proper  exercise 
of  the  police  power,  for  the  preservation  of 
the  public  health.  "The  right  of  contract," 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


says  the  court,  "is  itself  subject  to  oertain 
limitations  which  the  state  may  lawfully 
impose  in  the  exercise  of  its  police  powers. 
While  this  power  is  inherent  in  all  govern- 
ments, it  has  doubtless  been  greatly  expand- 
ed in  its  application  during  the  past  cen- 
tury, owing  to  an  enormous  increase  in  the 
number  of  occupations  which  are  dangerous, 
or  so  far  detrimental  to  the  health  of  em- 
ployees as  to  demand  special  precautions  for 
their  well-being  and  protection,  or  the  safe- 
ty of  adjacent  property.  While  this  court 
has  held  .  .  .  that  the  police  power 
cannot  be  put  forward  as  an  excuse  for  op- 
pressive and  unjust  legislation,  it  may  be 
lawfully  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving the  public  health,  safety,  or  morals, 
or  the  abatement  of  public  nuisances,  and  a 
large  discretion  'is  necessarily  vested  in  the 
legislature  to  determine  not  only  what  the 
interests  of  the  public  require,  but  what 
measures  are  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
such  interests.'"  Again,  in  the  same  opin- 
ion, it  is  said  that,  "while  the  general  ex- 
perience of  mankind  may  justify  us  in  be- 
lieving that  men  may  engage  in  ordinary  em- 
ployments more  than  eight  hours  per  day 
without  injury  to  their  health,  it  does  not 
follow  that  labor  for  the  same  length  of  time 
is  innocuous  when  carried  on  beneath  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  where  the  operative 
is  deprived  of  fresh  air  and  sunlight,  and  is 
frequently  subjected  to  foul  atmosphere  and 
a  very  high  temperature,  or  to  the  influence 
of  noxious  gases  generated  by  the  processes 
of  reflning  or  smelting."  The  right  to  limit 
the  hours  of  labor  generally  was  not  in- 
volved in  Holden  t.  Hardy.  No  such  right 
was  asserted.  It  was,  however,  decided  that 
the  particular  occupations  affected  by  the 
act  possessed  such  elements  of  danger  and 
risk  to  the  employee  that  the  legislature 
might  reasonably  conclude  that,  in  such  oc- 
cupations, a  restriction  of  the  time  of  labor 
was  necessary  for  the  protection  of  those  en- 
gaged in  such  labor. 

The'  limitations  of  the  doctrine  are  well 
illustrated  by  the  subsequent  decision  in 
Lochner  v.  New  York,  198  U.  S.  45,  49  L.  ed. 
937,  26  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  639,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  1133,  in  which  the  court,  reversing  the 
decision  of  the  court  of  appeals  of  New  York 
in  Peole  v.  Lochner,  177  N.  Y.  146,  101  Am. 
St.  Rep.  773,  69  N.  E.  373,  declared  invalid 
a  law  limiting  the  hours  of  labor  of  bakers. 
The  real  ground  of  that  decision  is,  we 
think,  to  be  found  in  the  following  extract 
from  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Peckham: 
"We  think  that  there  can  be  no  fair  doubt 
that  the  trade  of  a  baker,  in  and  of  itself, 
is  not  an  unhealthy  one  to  that  degree 
which  would  authorize  the  legislature  to  in- 
terfere with  the  right  to  labor,  and  with 
the  right  of  free  contract  on  the  part  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1909. 


Ez-PAKTK  HABTIN. 


247 


individual,  either  as  employer  or  employee." 
The  decision  in  the  Lochner  Case  was  by  a 
bare  majority  of  the  court,  but  the  majority 
itself  recognized  the  correctness  of  the  deci- 
sion in  Holden  v.  Hardy,  and  distinguished 
that  case  upon  the  ground  that  the  callings 
inyolved  in  the  two  statutes  were  essential- 
ly different. 

It  follows,  from  a  comparison  of  these  two 
decisions,  that,  in  determining  whether  an 
act  limiting  the  hours  of  labor  in  any  occu- 
pation is  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  the  primary  con- 
sideration is  whether  or  not  the  occupation 
possesses  such  characteristics  of  danger  to 
the  health  of  those  engaged  in  it  as  to  jus- 
tify the  legislature  in  concluding  that  the 
welfare  of  the  community  demands  a  restric- 
tion. 

And  this  brings  us  to  the  petitioner's  con- 
tention that  the  act  is  violative  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  state  Constitution  respecting 
special  legislation.    It  is  contended  that  the 
act  violates  subdivision  2  of  §  25  of  article 
4,  in  that  it  is  a  special  law  for  the  punish- 
ment  of  a  crime  or   misdemeanor   created 
by  said  act;  that  it  violates  subdivision  333 
of  said  section,  in  that  it  is  a  special  law 
passed  in  a  case  where  a  general  law  can  be 
made   applicable;   that  it  violates  §   21   of 
article  1,  in  that  it  grants  to  citizens  or 
classes  of  citizens  privileges  or  immunities 
which  are  not,  upon  the  same  terms,  grant- 
ed to  all  citizens;  that  it  violates  §  11  of 
article  1,  as  not  being  of  uniform  operation. 
These  various  specifications  are  in  effect  di- 
rected to  the  same  point,  namely,  that  the 
law  arbitrarily  selects  for  its  operation  a 
special  class  of  persons.    It  is,  we  think,  un- 
necessary at  this  date  to  cite  many  authori- 
ties in  support  of  the  proposition  that  a 
law  is  not  special,  or  lacking  in  uniformity, 
merely  because  it  does  not  apply  to  every 
person  or  subject  within  the  state.    "An  act 
to  be  general  in  its  scope  need  not  include 
all  classes  of  individuals  in  the  state;   it 
answers  the  constitutional  requirements  if 
it  relates  to  and  operates  uniformly  upon 
the  whole  of  any  single  class."     Abeel  v. 
Clark,  84  Cal.  226,  24  Pac.  383.    The  classi- 
fication created  for  the  purposes  of  legisla- 
tion must,  of  course,  be  a  reasonable  one. 
The   test   of   its    propriety   is   well    stated 
in    Pasadena    v.    Stimson,    91    Cal.    238, 
27    Pac.    604,    where    the    court    declared 
"that,    although    a    law    is    general    and 
constitutional  when   it  applies  equally  to 
all  persons   embraced   in   a  class  foimded 
upon    some    natural    or   intrinsic   or   con- 
stitutional   distinction,    it    is    not   general 
or  constitutional    if    it   confers   particular 
privileges,  or  imposes  peculiar  disabilities 
or  burdensome  conditions,  in  the  exercise  of 
a  common  right,  upon  a  class  of  persona  ar- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


bitrarily  selected  from  the  general  body  of 
those  who  stand  in  precisely  the  same  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  of  the  law."  But  in  view 
of  the  decision  in  Holden  v.  Hardy,  based  as 
it  was  upon  the  fact  that  the  occupations 
covered  by  this  act  were  so  peculiarly  dan- 
gerous as  to  justify  special  regulation,  how 
can  it  be  said  that  the  legislature,  in  select- 
ing these  occupations  and  applying  to  them 
provisions  designed  to  protect  the  health  of 
those  engaged  in  them,  was  making  "a  class 
of  persons  arbitrarily  selected  from  the  gen- 
eral body  of  those  who  stand  in  precisely 
the  same  relation  to  the  subject  of  the  law?" 
The  very  grounds  which  led  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  to  hold  that  the 
Utah  statute  did  not  deprive  any  person  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property  without  due  proc- 
ess of  law,  nor  deny  to  any  person  the  equal 
protection  of  the  laws,  require  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  legislation  was  not  special, 
within  the  meaning  of  our  state  Constitu- 
tion. See  Julien  v.  Model  Bldg.  L.  &,  In- 
vest. Asso.  116  Wis.  79,  61  L.R.A.  668,  92 
K.  W.  661.  For,  if  it  could  be  said  that 
the  limitation  of  the  hours  of  labor  of  min- 
ers and  those  engaged  in  smelting  and  reduc- 
tion works  could  not  be  supported  by  any 
natural  or  intrinsic  distinction  between 
those  occupations  and  others,  the  legisla- 
tion would,  for  the  reasons  declared  in 
Lochner  v.  New  York,  necessarily  fall  before 
the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

The  applicant  relies  with  great  confldence 
upon  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of 
Colorado  in  Re  Morgan,  26  Colo.  416,  47 
L.R.A.  62,  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  269,  68  Pac. 
1071.  In  that  case  it  was  held  that  an  act 
similar  to  the  one  under  consideration  was 
unconstitutional,  this  conclusion  being  based 
upon  the  ground,  among  others,  that  the  law 
was  ''class  legislation."  We  have  not  had 
access  to  the  Constitution  of  Colorado,  and 
are  not  informed  of  its  precise  terms  re- 
garding general  and  special  legislation.  It 
may  be  observed,  however,  that  some  of  the 
grounds  relied  on  by  the  Colorado  court  for 
its  decision  are  clearly  in  conflict  with  the 
views  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  Holden  Case.  In  other  states 
having  constitutional  provisions  directed 
against  the  passing  of  special  laws,  legis- 
lation of  this  character  has  been  upheld. 
Ex  parte  Boyce,  27  Nev.  299,  66  L.R.A. 
47,  76  Pac.  1,  1  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  66; 
Ex  parte  Kair,  28  Nev.  127,  113  Am.  St. 
Rep.  817,  80  Pac.  463,  6  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cos. 
893;  State  ▼.  Cantwell,  179  Mo.  24S,  78 
S.  W.  669. 

It  is  argued  by  the  applicant  that  the  act 
is  special  because  it  does  not  include  in  its 
scope  many  occupations  other  than  mining, 
which  are  equally  dangerous  to  the  health  of 
the  persons  engaged  in  them.     Reference  is 
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made,  for  example,  to  marble  cutters  and 
marble  drillers,  diamond  cutters,  workers  in 
furnaces  and  laundries,  men  employed  in 
wine  cellars,  breweries,  and  ice  houses,  men 
in  boiler  works,  match  makers,  cleaners  of 
clothes,  makers  of  white  lead,  of  china  and 
earthenware,  and  many  others.  The  argu- 
ment is,  apparently,  that  any  law  is  special 
which  does  not  include  all  of  these  occupa- 
tions. This  view  is  obviously  unsound. 
Whether  these  other  occupations  present 
the  same  dangers  to  health  as  those  involved 
in  mining,  etc.,  and  whether,  if  they  do, 
these  dangers  can  best  be  met  by  restricting 
the  hours  of  labor,  arc  primarily  questions 
for  the  legislature.  The  legislature  has  de- 
termined one  or  both  of  them  in  the  negative 
by  enacting  this  law.  The  selection  of  the 
businesses  requiring  regulation  is  confided 
to  the  legislative  discretion,  and  this  discre- 
tion is  not  subject  to  judicial  review,  un- 
less it  clearly  appears  to  have  been  exercised 
arbitrarily  and  without  any  show  of. good 
reason.  It  certainly  cannot  be  justly  said 
to  be  apparent  that  each  or  any  of  the 
trades  instanced  by  counsel  is,  in  its  effect 
upon  the  health  of  workers,  identical  with 
the  occupations  covered  by  the  act  under 
discussion;  nor  that  the  most  appropriate 
method  of  counteracting  any  injurious  ef- 
fects pertaining  to  any  of  them  is  necessari- 
ly the  same  as  that  found  to  be  suitable  for 
miners  and  men  working  in  smelting  and 
reduction  works.  In  other  words,  the  law 
is  not  rendered  special  by  the  mere  fact 
that  it  does  not  cover  every  subject  which 
the  l^islature  might  conceivably  have  in- 
cluded in  it.  It  is  enough  that  the  sub- 
jects covered  possess  such  intrinsic  peculiar- 
ities as  to  justify  the  legislative  determi- 
nation that  those  subjects  require  special 
enactment. 

It  may  be  questioned  whether,  in  view  of 
the  title  of  the  act,  the  limitation  of  hours 
applies  to  all  underground  work,  or  only  to 
that  performed  in  mines.  But  if  we  assume, 
with  petitioner,  that  only  work  in  mines  is 
covered,  the  act  is  not  thereby  rendered  ob- 
noxious to  the  constitutional  provision 
against  special  legislation.  This  point  was 
made  in  State  v.  Cantwell,  supra,  and  was 
met  by  the  answer  that  the  discrimination 
between  work  in  mines  and  that  in  other  un- 
derground diggings  was  justified  by  the  fact 
that  mining  is  a  permanent  business  in 
which  men  are  engaged  steadily  for  long  pe- 
riods of  time,  whereas  other  underground 
diggings  are  ordinarily  temporary  and  ir- 
regular in  duration,  and  for  that  reason  do 
not  require  the  same  measure  of  regulation. 

The  act  and  the  title  thereof  do  not  em- 
brace more  than  one  subject.  Const,  art.  4, 
§  24;  Ex  parte  Boyce,  supra.  It  is  de- 
signed, as  we  have  said,  for  the  protection  of 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


KENTUCKY  COURT  OF  APPEALS. 

FAIRBANKS,     MORSE,     &     COMPANY, 
Appt., 

V. 

S.  W.  HELTSLEY  et  al. 
(—  Ky.  — ,  122  S.  W.  198.) 

Sale  ^  breach  by  purchaser  —  remedy. 

An  action  for  the  purchase  money  will 
not  lie  where,  before  shipment  of  .a  piece  of 
machinery  which  has  been  ordered,  and  be- 


yote.  —  Right  of  seUeTf  upon  breach  of 
an  ejcecutorji  contract,  to  tnainUttn 
an  action  for  the  contract  price. 

The  question  whether  a  seller,  upon  the 
breach  of  an  executory  contract,  may,  as  in 
case  of  breach  of  an  executed  contract, 
maintain  an  action  for  the  contract  price. 


I 


the  health  of  persons  engaged  in  occupa- 
tions regarded  by  the  legislature  as  danger- 
ous. Such  occupations  as  in  the  legislative 
view  were  subject  to  the  same  kind  of  dan- 
ger, and  which  required  the  same  kind  of  I 
r^ulation,  could  properly  be  joined  together  ' 
in  one  act.  We  may  remark  the  inconsist- 
ency between  the  argument  that  the  act  is 
void  because  it  covers  different  kinds  of  em- 
ployment, and  petitioner's  other  contention 
that  the  act  is  void  because  it  does  not  cov- 
er a  greater  ninnber  of  employments. 

Petitioner  attacks  the  provision  of  the  act 
that  the  hours  of  employment  shall  be  con- 
secutive (excluding,  however,  any  intermis- 
sion of  time  for  lunch  or  meals).  We  are  I 
not  prepared  to  say  that  this  limitation  I 
bears  no  reasonable  relation  to  the  protec-  | 
tion  of  the  health  of  the  workmen.  The  I 
legislature  may  have  considered  that  persons  i 

working  in  underground  mines,  in  smelters,  i 

or  in  reduction  works,  required,  for  their 
protection,  not  only  that  the  total  number  of 
hours  of  employment  in  a  day  should  be 
limited,  but  that  the  hours  of  labor  should 
be  so  adjusted  as  to  allow  the  employee  a 
long  consecutive  period  for  rest  and  recrea- 
tion. This  is  a  question  of  l^islative  poli- 
cy with  which  the  courts  have  no  concern. 

Upon  the  whole  case,  we  are  satisfied  that 
the  act  is  a  valid  exercise  of  the  legislative 
power,  and  that  the  petitioner  is  properly 
held. 

It  is  ordered  that  the  writ  be  dismissed, 
and  the  petitioner  remanded  to  the  custody 
of  the  constable. 

We  concur:  Shaw,  J.;  Angcllotti,  J.; 
Lorlgan,  J.;  Melvin,  J.;  Ilenshaw,  J. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  January  20, 
1910. 
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fore  it  has  been  seen  by  or  tendered  or  de- 
livered to  the  purchaser,  he  notified  the  sell- 
er tlutt  be  would  not  take  it. 

(November  17,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  decree  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Todd  County  dis- 
miuing  an  action  brought  to  recover  the 
purchase  price  of  certain  macliinctry  allc{^ 
to  have  been  sold.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  GIITord  &  Steinfeld  and  Trim- 
ble *  Mallory,  with  Mr.  James  R.  BfaL- 
lorjr,  for  appellant: 

Plaintiff  was  entitled  to  treat  the  con- 
tract aa  executed,  and  sue  for  the  purchase 
price,  upon  breach  by  the  defendant. 

Cook  T.  Brandeis,  3  Met.  (Ky.)  656; 
Wells  V.  :ilaley,  5  Ky.  L.  Rep.  862;  McCor- 
mick  V.  Basal,  46  Iowa,  23o;  McCormick 
Hnrvesting  Mach.  Co.  v.  Markert,  107  Iowa, 
340,  78  N.  W.  33;  Roehm  v.  Horst,  178  U. 
.S.  1,  44  L.  ed.  953,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  780; 
9  ( yc.  Law  A  Proc.  p.  035. 

A  delivery  under  the  circumstances  was 
unnecessary. 

Jones  V.  Strode,  19  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1117,  41 
S.  W.  662;  Hollerbach  &  M.  Contr.  Co.  v. 
Wllkins  (Ky.)  112  8.  VV.  1126;  Walsh  v. 
.Mvers,  92  Wis.  397,  66  N.  W.  250;  Farwell 
T.' Solomon,  170  Mass.  457,  49  N.  E.  738; 
Windmuller  v.  Pope,  107  N.  Y.  674,  14  N. 
E.  436;  O'Neill  v.  Supreme  Council,  A.  L. 
II.  70  X.  J.  L.  410,  57  AtL  463,  1  A.  &  E. 
.\nn.  Cas.  422. 

Mr.  Charles  R.  Gowen  also  for  appel- 
bnt. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Denny,  for  appellee: 

Readiness  and  offer  to  deliver  person&l 
property,  and  the  refusal  of  the  purchaser 
to  receive  it,  do  not  constitute,  actually  or 
constructively,  a  complete  performance  of 
the  contract;  and  where  the  delivery  is  a 
condition  precedent,  there  can  be  no  com- 
pletion of  the  contract  without  an  actual 
delivery  or  a  constructive  delivery,  and 
lienoe  there  can  be  no  recovery  of  the  pur- 
tltase  price. 

Webber  v.  Minor,  6  Bush,  463,  09  Am. 
Dec.  688:  Saur  v.  Sayres,  2  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
229;   WelU  v.   Maley,  6  Ky.   L.   Rep.   77, 


6  Ky.  I.^  Rep.  862;   Spalding  v.  Ghent,  8 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  266. 

Hobson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Fairbanks,  Morse,  &  Company  brought  this 
suit  against  S.  W.  Heltsley  &  Company,  in 
the  Todd  circuit  court.  The  defendants  de- 
murred to  the  petition;  their  demurrer  was 
sustained.  The  plaintiff  filed  an  amended 
petition.  The  defendants  demurred  to  the 
petition  aa  amended.  The  demurrer  was 
sustained,  and,  the  plaintiff  failing  to  plead 
further,  the  petition  was  dismissed.  The 
plaintiff  appeals. 

The  facts  stated  in  the  petition  are  briefly 
these:  The  plaintiff  is  a  corporation  created 
by  the  laws  of  Illinois.  On  July  30,  1008,  it 
entered  into  a  written  contract  with  the  de- 
fendants by  which  it  agreed  to  deliver  on 
board  the  cars  at  Elkton,  Kentucky,  one  fif- 
teen-horse power  gasoline  engine,  for  which 
the  defendants  agreed  to  pay  it  $660.  The 
plaintiff  immediately  proceeded  to  build  and 
equip  an  engine,  in  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  anid  crated  and  pre- 
pared it  for  shipment  from  its  factory  to 
Elkton;  but  before  it  was  shipped,  the  de- 
fendants notified  the  plaintiff  that  they 
would  not  receive  the  engine  if  shipped,  or 
pay  for  it,  and  for  this  reason  it  did  not 
ship  the  engine,  although  ready  and  willing 
to  do  so.  No  part  of  the  contract  price 
was  paid;  and  on  these  facts  the  plaintiff 
asked  judgment  for  the  contract  price,  $660, 
and  costs. 

In  Cook  V.  Brandeis,  3  Met.  (Ky.)  665, 
the  plaintiff  sold  certain  wheat  to  the  de- 
fendants to  be  thereafter  delivered,  but 
the  defendants,  when  the  time  came  for  de- 
livery, refused  to  receive  it.  The  plaintiff 
thereupon  sold  the  wheat  for  less  than  the 
contract  price,  and  brought  a  suit  to  recover 
damages.  In  defining  his  rights  the  court 
said :  "In  such  case,  that  is,  where  the  ven- 
dee refuses  to  receive  the  thing  bargained 
for,  the  vendor  may  consider  it  as  his  own, 
as  if  there  had  been  no  delivery,  and  recover 
the  difference  between  the  value  at  the  time 
and  plat>e  of  delivery  and  the  contract  price; 
or  he  may  sell  it  with  due  precaution  and 
diligence,  to  satisfy  his  lien  for  the  price, 


has  been  discussed  in  a  case  note  to  Acme 
Food  Co.  V.  Older,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  808. 

It  was  there  said  that  the  cases  are  al- 
most unanimous  in  holding  that,  in  case  of  a 
l>rcach  of  an  executory  contract  for  the 
<ale  of  goods,  the  seller  cannot  recover  the 
contract  price,  but  his  remedy  is  limited  to 
an  action  for  damages. 

Aside  from  FAnsANKS,  M.  Co.  v.  Helts- 
irt.  the  above  proposition  is  also  supported 
W  tlie  following  other  recent  cases:  Jlass- 
i^an  V.  Steiger  (N.  J.  L.)  75  Atl.  746;  In- 
-liana  Tie  Co.  v.  Phelps  (Ky.)  124  S.  W. 
if'  UR.A.(N.8.) 


833 ;  Frederick  v.  Willoughby,  136  Mo.  App. 
244,  116  S.  W.  1109.  And  this  was  evident- 
ly also  recognized  in  Mayo  v.  Latham 
(Mich.)   123  N.  W.  581. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  in  Fairbanks,  M. 
&  Co.  V.  Heltsi-ey,  the  subject  of  sale  was 
an  engine,  and  was  built  and  equipped  in 
compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract. 
The  court,  however,  did  not  consider  the 
question  of  the  applicability  of  the  rule  in 
case  of  tlie  sale  of  articles  especially  manu- 
factured for  the  vendee. 
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and  then  he  may  sue  and  recover  only  the 
unpaid  balance  of  the  contract  price;  or  he 
may  consider  it  as  the  property  of  the  ven- 
dee, subject  to  his  call  or  order,  and  then 
be  recovers  the  full  price  which  the  vendee 
was  to  pay.  In  either  case  the  election 
rests  with  the  vendor,  the  vendee  having 
violated  his  contract."  In  the  subsequent 
case  of  Bell  v.  Offutt,  10  Bush,  632,  Bell  had 
sold  certain  hogs  to  Offutt  to  be  thereafter 
delivered,  .and  Offutt  declined  to  take  the 
hogs  when  tendered.  Bell  thereupon  sold 
the  hogs  for  less  than  the  contract  price, 
and  brought  suit  for  damages.  The  court 
there  laid  down  the  same  rule  as  in  Cook 
V.  Brandeis.  But  it  will  be  observed  that 
in  both  of  these  cases  the  seller  had  sold 
the  property  in  the  open  market  for  the 
best  price  attainable,  and  the  court  did  not 
have  before  it  the  question  what  he  must 
do  to  recover  the  contract  price,  in  order 
that  the  thing  sold  might  be  regarded  as  the 
property  of  the  purchaser.  This  question 
was  presented  in  Webber  v.  Minor,  6  Bush, 
463,  99  Am.  Dec.  688.  In  that  case,  the 
plaintiff  had  sold  a  lot  of  wood  which  the 
defendant  refused  to  receive,  and  brought 
an  action  for  the  price  while  he  still  had 
the  wood.  The  court,  holding  that  he  could 
not  recover  the  price,  said:  "According  to 
the  case  of  Cook  v.  Brandeis,  supra,  relied 
on  for  the  appellee,  and  the  authorities 
therein  cited,  the  appellee  might,  on  the 
refusal  of  the  appellant  to  receive  and  pay 
for  the  wood,  if  he  was  bound  to  do  so  by 
the  contract,  have  either  kept  the  wood  and 
recovered  by  proper  action  the  difference 
between  its  value  at  the  time  and  place  of 
delivery  and  the  contract  price;  or  he  might 
hav«  sold  it  with  due  precaution  and  dili- 
gence, and  then  have  sued  for  and  recovered 
the  difference  between  the  price  received  and 
the  contract  price;  or  he  might,  upon  mak- 
ing an  actudl  or  constructive  delivery  of  the 
wood,  have  recovered  the  full  contract  price, 
—the  measure  of  relief  sought  in  this  action. 
But,  although  the  evidence  conduces  to  sus- 
tain the  plaintiff's  averments  of  the  con- 
tract, and  his  readiness  and  offer  to  deliver 
the  154  cords  of  wood,  and  the  refusal  of 
the  defendants  to  receive  it,  these  facts  do 
not  in  our  opinion  constitute,  actually  or 
constructively,  a  complete  performance  of 
the  contract;  for,  conceding  that  a  substan- 
tial compliance  with  his  undertaking  did 
not  require  that  he  should  place  the  wood 
upon  the  brickyard  against  the  will  of  the 
defendant,  he  should  have  set  it  apart  for 
the  defendant,  and  relinquished  his  own  con- 
trol of  it  at  or  as  near  to  the  place  of 
delivery  as  was  reasonably  practicable. 
This  would  have  been  a  constructive  deliv- 
ery of  the  wood,  not  merely  an  offer  or  ten- 
der of  delivery.  Duckham  v.  Smith,  5  T. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


B.  Men.  372;  2  Story,  Contr.  §  800.  And, 
as  there  would  have  remained  nothing  mora 
for  the  plaintiff  to  do,  to  vest  the  property 
in  the  defendant  and  render  the  sale  abso- 
lute, he  might  then  have  recovered  the  con- 
tract price  of  the  wood.  But  he  was  not 
entitled  to  a  recovery  to  that  extent  upon 
the  allegation  and  proof  only  of  a  tender 
or  offer  of  delivery,  which,  if  true,  neither 
devested  him  of  the  legal  title  nor  the  pos- 
session of  the  wood." 

This  case  followed  the  rule  which  had- 
been  previously  announced  in  Williams  v. 
Jones,  1  Bush,  621,  and  it  has  been  fol- 
lowed in  Wells  v.  Maley,  6  Ky.  L.  Rep.  77; 
Miller  v.  Burch,  19  Ky.  L.  Rep.  629,  41 
S.  W.  307;  Singer  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Cheney,  21 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  550,  51  S.  W.  813;  Hauser,  B. 
k  P.  Co.  V.  Tate,  105  Ky.  701,  49  S.  W.  475. 
A  contrary  rule  was  not  laid  down  in  Jones 
V.  Strode,  19  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1117,  41  8.  W. 
562,  or  in  Hollerbach  ft  M.  Contr.  Co.  ▼. 
Wilkins  (Ky.)  112  S.  W.  1126.  In  each 
of  these  cases  the  action  was  brought  to 
recover  damages  for  the  breach  of  the  con- 
tract. In  Benjamin  on  Sales,  §  1117,  the 
rule  is  thus  stated:  "When  the  vendor  has 
not  transferred  to  the  buyer  the  property 
in  the  goods  which  are  the  subject  of  the 
contract,  as  has  been  explained  in  Book  II, 
as  where  the  agreement  is  for  the  sale  of 
goods  not  specific,  or  of  specific  goods  which 
are  not  in  a  deliverable  state,  or  which  are 
to  be  weighed  or  measured  before  delivery, 
the  breach  by  the  buyer  of  his  promise  to 
accept  and  pay  can  only  affect  the  vendor 
by  way  of  damages.  The  goods  are  still  his. 
He  may  resell  or  not  at  his  pleasure.  But 
his  only  action  against  the  buyer  is  for 
damages  for  nonacceptance.  He  can  in  gen- 
eral only  recover  the  damage  that  he  has 
sustained,  not  the  full  price  of  the  goods. 
The  law,  with  the  reason  for  it,  was  thus 
stated  by  Tindal,  Ch.  J.,  in  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  Exchequer  Chamber  in  Bar- 
row V.  Amaud,  8  Q.  B.  804:  'Where  a  con- 
tract to  deliver  goods  at  a  certain  price  is 
broken,  the  proper  measure  of  damages  in 
general  is  the  difference  between  the  con- 
tract price  and  the  market  price  of  such 
goods  at  the  time  when  the  contract  is  brok- 
en, because  the  purchaser,  having  the  money 
in  his  hands,  may  go  into  the  market  and 
buy.  So,  if  a  contract  to  accept  and  pay 
for  goods  is  broken,  the  same  rule  may  be 
properly  applied,  for  the  seller  may  take  his 
goods  into  the  market,  and  obtain  the  cur- 
rent  price  for  them.' " 

Here,  there  was  a  contract  to  make  a 
gasoline  engine,  and  to  deliver  it  on  board 
the  cars  at  Elkton,  Kentucky.  Before  the 
manufacturer  had  shipped  the  engine,  and 
before  it  had  been  seen,  tendered,  or  deliv- 
ered  to  the  purchaser,  he  notified  the  seller 
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that  he  would  not  take  it.  The  property  io 
the  engine  had  not  passed.  The  engine  re- 
mained at  the  manufacturer's  factory.  It 
was  its  property,  and  was  subject  to  its 
control.  The  plaintiff  had  in  no  manner 
released  ita  control  of  the  engine.  If  the 
engine  had  been  destroyed,  it  would  have 
been  at  the  .plaintiff's  loss,  and  any  inaur- 
anee  upui  it  would  have  belonged  to  the 
plaintiff.  That  in  such  a  state  of  ease 
an  action  for  the  price  eaanot  be  maintained 
is  sustained  by  the  great  weight  of  American 
authority.  Mechem,  Sales  of  Personal 
^^perty.  8S  1091,  1002;  Newmark,  Sales, 
I  301;  24  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  1118; 
Note  to  Gardner  t.  Deeds,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  1175,  1176;  (Hclahoma  Vinegar  Co.  ▼. 
Carter,  116  Ga.  140,  59  L.R.A.  122,  94  Am. 
St  Rep.  112,  42  S.  E.  378;  McCormick  Har- 
vesting Mach.  Co.  T.  Balfany,  78  Minn.  370, 
79  Am.  St.  Rep.  393,  81  N.  W.  10,  and  cases 
cited. 

The  plaintiff's  petition  states  no  facts  to 
constitute  a  cause  of  action  for  damages  for 
the  breach  of  contract.  It  is  simply  an  ac- 
tion for  the  price;  no  facts  being  stated  up- 
on which  a  judgment  for  damages  could  be 
rendered,  lie  dismissal  of  this  action  will 
not  bar  another  action  for  damages  for  the 
breaah  of  the  contract,  as  a  judgment  upon 
an  insii£Scient  petition  is  never  a  bar  to  an- 
other action. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


VERMONT  SUPAEME  COURT. 

SYLVESTER  A.  PLOOF 

V. 

HENRY  W.  PUTNAM. 
'(—  Vt.  — ,  75  AtL  277.) 

Master  — act  of  servant  In  unmooring 

▼esse!  —  liability. 

1.  The  owner'  of  an  island  is  responsi- 
ble for  the  result  of  the  act  of  his  caretaker, 


in  casting  off  the  moorings  of  a  vessel  whidi 
had  sou^t  refuge  at  the  wharf  in  a  storm, 
although  he  was  not  expressly  instructed  to 
do  so;  and  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  act 
was  done  carelessly  or  wilfully,  if  it  was  not 
done  to  serve  some  purpose  of  the  caretaker 
alone. 

Trial  —  court  or  Jury  ^  scope  of  serv- 
ant's employment. 

2.  The  court  may  rule  that  a  caretaker 
was  acting  for  his  employer  when  he  cast 
off  the  moorings  of  a  vessel  lying*  at  the 
wharf,  where  he  stated  at  the  time  that 
he  was  so  acting,  and  there  is  no  evidence 
to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding  it  also  ap- 
pears that,  when  he  informed  the  owner  of 
the  vessel  that  the  property  owner  did  not 
allow  boats  to  tie  up  at  the  wharf,  the  ves- 
sel owner  swore  at  him,  called  him  an  op- 
probrious name,  and  threatened  him. 

(February  7,  1910.) 

EXCEPTIONS  by  defendant  to  rulings  of 
the  Chittenden  County  Court  made  dur- 
ing the  trial  of  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  the  loss  of  plaintiff's  ship  al- 
leged to  have  been  caused  by  the  wrongful 
act  of  defendant's  servant,  which  resulted 
in  a  verdict  for  plaintiff.  Judgment  af- 
firmed. 

Defendant  owned  an  island  and  wharf  in 
Lake  Champlain.  His  employee  Williams, 
a  caretaker,  was  in  charge  of  both.  Plain- 
tiff moored  his  vessel  to  defendant's  dock 
to  escape  a  violent  storm.  Williams  cast 
off  the  moorings  of  the  vessel,  which  was 
then  driven  upon  the  shore  and  destroyed. 

Further  facts  appear  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Batchelder  A  Bates  and 
Cbarles  H.  Darling  for  defendant. 

Messrs.  Martin  S.  Vilas  and  Cowlea  A 
Moulton,  for  plaintiff: 

If  one  may  justify  his  entry  upon  the 
property  of  another  by  reason  of  necessity, 
he  may  justify  his  remaining  upon  the  prop- 
erty for  the  same  reason. 


Note.  ^  The  court  in  the  above  case  ap- 
plies the  rule  respondeat  auperior  to  the  act 
of  a  servant  done  in  furtherance  of  the  mas- 
ter's business,  and  not  to  serve  a  purpose 
of  the  servant  alone,  notwithstanding  the 
element  of  personal  malice  or  wilfulness  on 
the  part  of  the  servant,  and  the  absence  of 
affirmative  instructions  from  the  master 
covering  the  act  in  question.  There  seems 
to  be  no  question  under  the  modern  authori- 
ties as  to  the  propriety  of  the  application 
of  the  rule  under  such  circumstances.  In- 
deed, it  will  be  observed  upon  reference  to 
the  note  to  Barrett  v.  Minneapolis,  St.  P.  & 
a  8te.  M.  R.  Co.  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  416,  that 
the  rule  has  been  frequently  applied  by  hold- 
ing the  master  liable  for  a  tort  committed  by 
a  servant  in  the  course  of  his  employment, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  furtherance  of  his 
master's  business,  notwithstanding  that  the 
26  L.EjL(N.S.) 


act  was  contrary  to  the  master's  express  in- 
structions. If  the  principle  may  be  applied 
in  such  case,  it  would  seem  that  it  would 
apply  a  fortiori  in  a  case  like  PLOor  v.  PCT- 
NAM,  where,  while  the  act  was  not  affirma- 
tively authorized,  it  was  not  expressly  for- 
bidden. Other  illustrations  of  the  admix- 
ture of  personal  motive  on  the  part  of  the 
servant,  and  the  performance  of  the  duty 
owed  to  the  master,  are  presented  in  a  case 
note  to  Soderlund  v.  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  R. 
Co.  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1193,  on  the  liability  of 
the  master,  for  injury  from  the  sportive 
manner  in  which  a  servant  performs  an  act 
done  in  the  discharge  of  his  dut^.  As  to 
the  liability  of  a  master  for  a  malicious  act 
of  the  servant  when  the  master  owes  a 
special  duty  to  the  party'  injured,  see  note 
to  Daniel  v.  Petersburg  R.  Co.  4  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)   485. 
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Depue  V.  Flatau,  100  Jiiun.  209,  8  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  485,  111  N.  W.  1. 

A  landowner  may  not  expose  another  to 
danger  of  life  or  property  in  preventing  a 
bare  trespass,  or  in  expelling  the  trespasser 
after  entry  has  been  made  by  him. 

Hooker  v.  Miller,  37  Iowa,  613,  18  Am. 
Rep.  18;  State  v.  Morgan,  25  N.  C.  (3 
Ired.  L.)  180,  38  Am.  Dec.  714;  State  v. 
Patterson,  45  Vt.  308,  12  Am.  Rep.  200; 
State  V.  Barr,  11  Wash.  481,  29  LJL.A.  154, 
48  Am.  St.  Rep.  890,  39  Pac.  1080;  Jay  v. 
Whitfield,  3  Barn.  &  Aid.  308;  Bird  v.  Hol- 
brook,  4  Bing.  628,  25  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  97; 
Wallace  v.  United  States,  162  U.  S.  466, 
40  L.  ed.  1039,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  859;  James 
V.  Hayes,  63  Kan.  133,  65  Pac.  241;  Ever- 
ton  V.  Esgate,  24  Neb.  235,  38  N.  W.  794; 
Montgomery  v.  Com.  98  Va.  840,  30  S.  E. 
371 ;  1  Jaggard,  Torts,  151 ;  Note  to  Hanna- 
balson  v.  Sessions,  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  264. 

The  master  is  liable  for  the  malicious  and 
tortious  acts  of  his  servants,  done  in  the 
scope  and  within  the  course  of  his  employ- 
ment, even  though  the  master  did  not  au- 
thorize or  ratify  them,  and  even  though 
they  were  in  express  disobedience  to  the 
master's  orders. 

Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Co.  v.  Brantley,  107 
Ala.  683,  18  So.  321 ;  Palmer  v.  St.  Albans, 
00  Vt.  427,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  125,  13  Atl.  669; 
New  Orleans,  M.  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Hanning, 
15  Wall.  640,  21  L.  ed.  220;  Johnson  v. 
Central  Vermont  R.  Co.  56  Vt.  707;  Illinois 
C.  R.  Co.  V.  Reedy,  17  111.  682;  Toledo,  W. 
&  W.  R.  Co.  V.  Harmon,  47  HI.  298,  96  Am. 
Dec.  489;  Philadelphia  &  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Derby, 
14  How.  468,  14  L.  ed.  502. 

The  test  of  the  masters'  responsibility  for 
the  act  of  the  servant  is  not  whether  such 
act  was  done  according  to  the  instructions 
of  the  master  to  the  servant,  but  whether  it 
was  done  in  the  prosecution  of  the  business 
that  the  servant  was  employed  by  the  mus- 
ter to  do. 

Cosgrove  v.  Ogden,  49  N.  Y.  255,  10  Am. 
Rep.  361 ;  Garretzen  v.  Duenckel,  50  Mo. 
104,  11  Am.  Rep.  405. 

Whatever  may  be  incident  to  the  employ- 
ment must  necessarily  belong  to  it. 

Redding  v.  South  Carolina  R.  Co.  3  S.  C. 
7,  16  Am.  Rep.  681;  Southern  R.  Co.  v. 
Wildman,  119  Ala.  565,  24  So.  704;  Sleath 
V.  Wilson,  9  Carr.  &  P.  607;  Philadelphia 
&  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Derby,  and  Palmer  v.  St. 
Albans,  supra. 

One  of  the  duties  of  a  caretaker  of  prop- 
erty consists  in  keeping  off  trespassers,  aid 
the  caretaker  will  not  be  excused,  if,  in- 
tending to  perform  this  duty,  lie  ejects  one 
who  is  lawfully  upon  the  property. 

Redding  v.  South  Carolina  R.  Co.  supra: 
Limpus  V.  Ix>ndon  General  Omnibvis  Co.  1 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Hurlst  &  C.  526,  17  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  258; 
Hill  V.  Morey,  26  Vt.  178. 

Powers,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

It  was  formerly  held,  usually  on  the  au- 
thority of  M'Manus  v.  Criekett,  1  East,  106, 
that  a  master  was  not  answerable  for  the 
wilful  or  malicious  act  of  his  servant, 
though  done  in  the  line  of  the  servant's 
duties,  unless  he  directed  or  assented  to  it. 
Accordingly,  it  was  said  by  Aldis,  J.,  in 
Andrus  v.  Howard,  36  Vt.  248,  84  Am.  Dec. 
680,  that  "the  master  is  not  liable  for  the 
wilful  wrong  or  trespass  of  the  servant, 
thougii  the  act  be  done  while  employed  in 
the  business  of  his  master."  But  this  doc- 
trine is  now  pretty  generally  repudiated, 
and  it  has  come  to  be  well  settled  that  a 
master  is  liable  for  the  act  of  his  servant, 
though  it  is  wilful  and  malicious,  when  it 
is  done  in  furtherance  of  the  master's  busi- 
ness, and  within  the  scope  of  the  servant's 
employment.  The  primary  test,  then,  is 
not  the  character  of  the  act  itself,  nor 
whether  it  was  done  during  the  period  of 
employment,  but  whether  it  was  done  to 
carry  out  the  directions  of  the  master,  ex- 
press or  implied,  or  to  effect  some  pur- 
pose of  the  servant  alone.  This  rule  was 
fully  recognized  and  approved  in  Palmer  v. 
St.  Albans,  60  Vt.  427,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  125, 
13  Atl.  660,  wherein  it  is  said:  "The  rule  of 
respondeat  superior  is  of  universal  applica 
tiou,  whether  the  act  be  one  of  omission  or 
of  commission,  whether  negligent  or  fraud- 
ulent. And  it  makes  no  diflTerence  that  the 
master  did  not  know  of  the  act,  or  dis- 
approved it,  or  even  forbade  it,  provided 
the  servant  was  acting  at  the  time  for  the 
master,  and  within  the  scope  of  the  busi- 
ness intrusted  to  him.  .  .  .  But  the 
foundation  of  the  rule  is  the  relation  of  mas- 
ter and  servant.  When  that  does  not  ex- 
ist, the  law  does  not  impute  to  one  man  the 
negligence  of  another.  .  .  .  Hence  the 
modern  cases  all  show  that  it  is  not  enough, 
in  order  to  charge  one  man  with  the  negli- 
gence of  another,  to  show  that  the  latter  was 
acting  at  the  time  under  the  employment  of 
the  former;  but  you  must  go  further,  and 
show  that  the  employment  created  the  rela- 
tion of  master  and  servant  between  them," 
— that  is  to  say,  of  course,  the  relation 
of  master  and  servant  as  to  the  very  act 
of  which  complaint  is  made.  Acts  are  here 
spoken  of  as  "negligent  or  fraudulent,"  but 
in  this  connection  fraud  stands  the  same  as 
other  torts.  Barwick  v.  English  Joint 
Stock  Bank,  L.  R.  2  Exch.  266,  12  Eng. 
Rul.  Cas.  298.  So  far,'  we  can  proceed 
without  much  difficulty.  Indeed,  the  de- 
fondant's  brief  does  not  seriously  controvert 
the  rule  n»  above  stated.     But  an  attempt 
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to  apply  llie  rule  to  the  varying  oircura- 
staniws  of  tlie  numberless,  cases  which  have 
already  arisen  under  it  has  led  to  much 
I>crplesity  and  confusion.  In  Pollock's 
Torts,  7th  ed.  82,  the  injuries  in  respect 
of  which  a  master  becomes  subject  to  this 
kind  of  "vicarious  liability"  are  helpfully 
classified  as  follows:  (a)  Such  as  are  the 
natural  consequence  of  something  being 
done  by  a  servant  with  ordinary  care,  in 
execution  of  the  master's  specific  orders, 
(b)  Such  as  are  due  to  the  servant's  want 
of  care  in  carrying  on  the  work  or  business 
in  which  he  is  employed,  (c)  Such  as 
result  from  an  excess  or  mistaken  execu- 
tion of  a  lawful  authority,  (d)  Such  as 
n^ult  from  a  wilful  wrong,  such  as  an 
assault,  provided  the  act  is  done  on  the 
master's  behalf,  and  with  tlic  intention  of 
serving   his   purposes. 

The  case  in  hand  falls  within  class  'V 
or  class  "d."  It  is  further  said  by  the  au- 
thor referred  to,  at  page!  87,  tliat  to  estab- 
lish a  right  of  action  againi>t  the  master  in 
cases  covered  by  class  "c,"  it  must  be  shown 
that  ( 1 )  the  servant  intended  to  do,  on 
behalf  of  his  master,  something  of  a  kind 
which  he  was  in  fact  authorized  to  do; 
(2)  the  act,  if  done  in  a  proper  manner,  or 
under  circumstances  erroneously  supposed 
by  the  servant  to  exist,  would  have  been 
lawful.  In  determining  what  acts  are  with- 
in a  servant's  authority,  courts  arc  not 
usually  confined  to  his  express  instructions. 
R^ard  should  be  had  to  the  character  of 
the  work,  the  situation  of  the  parties,  and 
the  surrounding  circumstances.  Certain 
implied  authority  j;oos  with  the  relation, 
usually,  if  not  always.  In  the  much-quoted 
language  of  Mr.  Justice  Blackhera  in  Allen 
v.  London  &  S.  W.  K.  Co.  h.  R.  6  Q.  B.  65, 
implied  authority  in  a  servant  will  be  in- 
ferred, to  do  all  those  things  that  were  nec- 
essary for  the  protection  of  the  property 
intrusted  to  him,  or  for  fulfilling  the  duty 
which  he  has  to  perform. 

So  this  man  Williams,  who  was  the  de- 
fendant's caretaker  and  had  sole  charge  of 
his  island  in  Lake  Champlain,  was  clothed 
with  impUed  authority  to  keep  off  trespass- 
ers and  intruders,  and  this  without  regard 
to  his  written  instructions  that  the  defend- 
ant did  not  care  to  have  people  tie  up  to  his 
wharf.  Authority  to  use  such  force  as 
might  be  necessary  to  accomplish  this  is 
Implied  from  the  character  of  the  work. 
2fl  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  1541;  Alton  R.  & 
Illuminating  Co.  v.  Cox,  84  III.  App.  202; 
Brennan  v.  Merchant  &  Co.  206  Pa.  258, 
54  Atl.  801.  The  whole  story  is  condensed 
into  an  admirable  statement  of  Willes,  J., 
in  Bayley  v.  Manchester,  S.  t  L.  R.  Co. 
L.  R.  7  C.  P.  420:  "A  person  who  puts  an- 
other in  his  place,  to  do  a  class  of  acts  in 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


his  absence,  necessarily  leaves  him  to  deter- 
mine, according  to  the  circumstances  that 
arise,  when  an  act  of  that  class  is  to  be 
done,  and  trusts  him  for  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  done,  and  consequently  he  is  held 
answerable  for  the  wrong  of  the  person  so 
intrusted,  either  in  the  manner  of  doing 
such  an  act,  or  in  doing  such  an  act  under 
circumstances  in  which  it  ought  not  to  have 
been  done;  provided  that  what  was  done, 
was  done,  not  from  any  caprice  of  the  serv- 
ant, but  in  the  course  of  the  employment." 
When  Williams  cast  off  the  plaintiff's  rope, 
he  was  doing  one  of  a  class  of  acts  well 
within  the  scope  of  his  employment, — one 
which  under  ordinary  circumstances  would 
be  proper  and  lawful.  But  in  the  peculiar 
circumstances  then  existing,  the  act  was 
improper  and  unlawful, — it  was  done  under 
circumstances  in  which  it  ought  not  to 
have  been  done, — and  the  defendant  is  re- 
sponsible, whether  it  was  done  carelessly 
or  wilfully,  unless  it  was  done  from  the 
caprice  of  Williams,  that  is,  to  serve  some 
purpose  of  his  own.  In  other  words,  if  Wil- 
liams cast  off  the  rope  intending  thereby 
to  carry  out  his  instructions,  and  perform 
tiis  duty  as  caretaker  of  the  property,  the 
defendant  is  liable ;  if  he  cast  it  off  not  for 
this  purpose,  but  only  to  serve  some  pur- 
pose of  his  own,  the  defendant  is  not  liable. 
The  books  are  crowded  with  cases  sup- 
porting this  doctrine,  a  few  of  which  we 
take  time  to  refer  to  by  way  of  illustration ; 
In  Letts  V.  Hoboken  R.  Warehouse  &  8.  S. 
Connecting  Co.  70  N.  J.  L.  358,  57  Atl. 
302,  the  declaration  charged  that  the  de- 
fendant, as  owner  of  certain  property,  cm- 
ployed  a  watchman  to  prevent  persons  from 
trespassing  thereon,  and  that  the  watch- 
man, within  the  scope  of  his  employment, 
and  acting  for  the  owner,  in  ejecting  a 
person  from  the  premises,  made  an  assault 
upon  him,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died. 
It  was  held  that  it  stated  a  cause  of  action, 
the  court  saying:  ".Authority  given  by  the 
master  to  his  servant,  to  eject  trespassers 
from  the  former's  preinises,  charges  the 
master  with  liability  for  the  act  of  the 
servant  in  using  excessive  or  inappropriate 
force  in  removing  one  who  was  a  trespass- 
er." In  Brennan  v.  Merchant  &  C6.  supra, 
a  boy  eight  years  old  climbed  onto  a  moving 
truck  of  the  defendant, 'then  in  charge  of 
a  driver,  and  held  onto  a  standard.  The 
driver,  without  warning,  struck  the  boy's 
hand  with  his  whip,  and  the  boy  fell  off 
and  was  injured.  The  plaintiff  was  non- 
suited below,  and  this  was  held  error.  "If 
his  act,"  says  the  court,  "in  striking  the 
boy  was  intended  to  remoi-e  him  by  force 
from  the  wagon,  it  would  be  the  act  of  his 
employer,  for  which  the  latter  would  be 
responsible.    If,    on    the    other    band,    the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


254 


VERMONT  SUPREME  COURT. 


Fkb., 


purpose  of  the'  driyer  wm  not  to  cause  the 
boy  to  leave  the  wagon,  but  to  inflict  pun- 
ishment upon  him,  to  gratify  the  ill-will 
of  the  driver,  the  defendant  company  is  not 
responsible  for  the  wrongful  or  tortious 
act."  In  Hammond  ▼.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co. 
4  Ont  Week.  Rep.  630,  a  watchman  was 
employed  at  a  crossing  to  raise  and  lower 
the  gate  by  means  of  a  lever  in  a  structure 
near  by.  He  was  to  lower  the  gate  while 
a  train  was  passing,  and  raise  it  immedi- 
ately afterwards.  The  plaintiff,  a  boy  of 
sixteen,  reached  the  crossing  when  the  gate 
was  down,  and  stood  leaning  upon  it  while 
a  train  passed.  After  the  train  had  gone 
by,  he  and  his  companions  did  not  imme- 
diately remove  their  weight  from  it,  as 
the  watchman  ascertained  as  he  attempted 
to  raise  it.  Whereupon  he  picked  up  a  cin- 
der and  threw  it  towards  the  plaintiff,  hit- 
ting him  in  the  eye  and  destroying  it.  The 
court  said  that  the  act  of  throwing  the  cin- 
der was  one  for  which  the  master  might  or 
might  not  be  answerable.  "If  the  acts 
were  done  out  of  mere  malice  and  ill  temper, 
and  to  punish  the  boy,  the  company  would 
not  be  answerable;  but  if  it  were  done  for 
the  purpoee  of  warning  him  to  get  off  the 
bars  so  that  they  might  be  raised,  then  it 
is  clear  that  they  would  be  answerable,  al- 
though the  act  done  was  a  tort."  In  Alton 
R.  t  Illuminating  Co.  t.  Cox,  supra,  the 
company  had  a  small  park  near  the  city  of 
Alton,  which  was  used  during  the  summer 
as  a  pleasure  resort.  At  the  time  in  ques- 
tion it  was  closed,  and  in  the  charge  of  a 
superintendent  who  had  orders  to  keep  all 
persons  out  of  it.  He  testified  that  in  the 
acts  complained  of  he  was  obeying  his  in- 
structions. Cox  and  some  others  entered 
the  park,  and  were  ordered  out  by  the  su- 
perintendent. They  got  into  an  altercation, 
and  the  superintendents  threw  a  stone  at 
Cox,  which  hit  and  injured  him.  It  was 
held  that  it  was  apparent  that  the  superin- 
tendent was  acting  for  his  master,  and  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty  as  he  under- 
stood it,  and  not  on  account  of  any  matter 
personal  to  himself,  and  a  recovery  was  sus- 
tained. 

The  instruction  of  which  the  defendant 
complains,  and  to  which  he  excepted,  was 
that  it  was  established  by  uncontradicted 
evidence  that  Williams  cast  off  the  rope, 
and  "that  in  so  doing  he  was  acting  within 
the  scope  of  his  employment  as  a  servant  of 
the  defendant.  ...  So  that  .  .  . 
the  defendant  stands  as  though  he  had  been 
present  and  had  himself  done  the  act. 
.  .  ."  The  questions  whether  a  servant 
acts  within  the  scope  of  his  employment, 
and  whether  he  acts  in  behalf  of  the  master 
or  in  his  own  behalf,  are  usually  questions 
of  fact,  and  so  are  for  the  jury.  Note  to 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


Goodloe  V.  Memphis  ft  C.  R.  Co.  54  Am.  St 
Rep.  85,  89.  But  this  is  not  always  ao, 
and  the  mual  rule  prevails  in  these  as  in 
other  cases:  If  the  facts,  and  the  infer- 
ences to  be  drawn  therefrom,  are  not  in  dis- 
pute, the  court  may  dispose  of  these  ques- 
tions as  matter  of  law.  Brennan  v.  Mer- 
chant ft  Co.  205  Pa.  258,  54  Atl.  801.  So  it 
remains  to  inquire  whether  there  was  any 
conflict  in  the  evidence  on  these  important 
questions  in  the  case  in  hand.  As  we  have 
already  seen,  the  act  of  casting  off  the  rope 
of  one  attempting  to  tie  up  to  that  wbvf 
would  ordinarily  be  within  the  scope  of 
Williams's  employment.  He  testified  that 
he  threw  the  plaintiff's  line  off  in  further- 
ance of  his  employer's  orders,  and  that  he 
so  informed  the  plaintiff  at  the  time.  The 
only  evidence  disclosed  by  the  record  which 
could,  in  any  view,  be  claimed  to  have  a 
tendency  to  contradict  this,  comes  from 
Williams  himself,  when  he  testifies  that, 
after  he  told  the  plaintiff  that  the  defend- 
ant did  not  allow  boats  to  tie  up  there,  the 
plaintiff  swore  at  him,  called  him  an  op- 
probrious name,  and  threatened  him.  There 
is  nothing  in  this  fact  alone  which  tends  to 
show  that  Williams  thereupon  cast  off  the 
rope  for  any  purpose  of  his  own.  It  does 
not  appear  that  he  was  angered  or  even 
irritated  by  it.  And  we  cannot  infer  that 
he  was  in  order  to  find  error.  Nothing  ap- 
pears to  indicate  that  he  had  any  personal 
interests  to  serve,  or  that,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  he  turned  aside  from  the  line  of 
duty  as  he  then  tmderstood  it,  or  did  any- 
thing that  he  would  not  have  done.  In 
these  circumstances  the  court  was  right  in 
the  instruction  given;  the  act  being  within 
the  scope  of  the  agency,  and  done  for  the 
master's  benefit,  the  defendant's  liability 
was  the  same  as  if  he  had  done  it  himself. 
Rochester  v.  Bull,  78  S.  C.  249,  58  &  E. 
760;  Columbus  R.  Co.  t.  Woolfolk,  128  Ga. 
631,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1136,  119  Am.  St 
Rep.  404,  58  S.  E.  152. 

In  the  foregoing  discussion  we  have  ex- 
cluded from  consideration  (1)  cases  in 
which  a  special. duty  is  imposed  upon  the 
master  toward  the  person  injured,  arising 
out  of  the  relation  existing  between  them, 
like  carrier  and  passenger,  innkeeper  and 
guest,  and  such  like;  (2)  cases  in  which  an 
absolute  duty  is  imposed  upon  the  master 
by  statute,  for  instance;  and  (3)  cases  in 
which  the  injuries  result  from  certain  dan- 
gerous agencies  intrusted  to  the  servant  by 
the  master,  like  wild  animals  or  high  ex- 
plosives,— all  of  which  are  said  to  be  ex- 
ceptions to  the  rules  herein  applied.  Nor 
have  we  referred  to  cases  in  which  the  serv- 
ant acts  outside  of  the  scope  of  his  employ- 
ment, though  attempting  in  good  faitii  to 
further  his  master's  interests,  which  are  said 
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not  to  afford  any  ground  of  action  against 
the  master. 
Judgment  affirmed. 


IOWA  SUPREME  COURT. 

JOHN   BLOSSI,   Appt, 

V. 

CHICAGO    &    NORTHWESTERN    RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY. 

(—  Iowa,  — ,  ]23  N.  W.  360.) 

Release  —  forelfrner  —  setting  aside. 

1.  A  release  from  liability  for  pergonal 
injuries  cannot  be  avoided  by  one  who  did 
not  understand  the  language  in  which  it 
was  written,  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not 
understand  it,  where  due  care  was  exercised 
in  the  celection  of  an  interpreter  and  every 
effort  made  fully  to  explain  matters,  while 
be  apparently  comprehended  and  agreed  to 
all  that  was  done. 

Same  —  attending  physician. 

2.  The  attending  physician  of  an  injured 
person  is  competent  to  testify  to  the  facts 
of  the  securing  from  him,  by  the  one  re- 
sponsible for  the  injury,  of  a  release  from 
liability  therefor. 

Same  —  minister. 

S.  The  spiritual  adviser  of  an  injured  per- 
son who  is  called  to  act  as  interpreter  in  a 
tranxaction  looking  to  a  release  of  liability 
of  the  one  causing  the  injury  is  not  incom- 
petent to  testify  to  the  facts  bearing  upon 
the  obtaining  of  it. 

Evidence  —  exclusion  —  error  —  cor- 
rection. 

4.  Error  in  excluding  an  answer  to  a 
question  is  not  prejudicial  where  the  wit- 
ness subsequently  goes  into  the  entire  mat- 
ter at  length. 

Same  ->  fraud  —  understanding. 

5.  Upon  the  question  of  fraud  in  secur- 
ing a  release  from  an  injured  person,  the 
one  who  secured  it  may  be  permitted  to 
testify  that  he  understood  that  the  re- 
leasor understood  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
tetion. 

(November  23,  1009.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Hardin  County 
in  defendant's  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  al- 
leged to  have  been  caused  by  defendant's 
neeligenea    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Deenier,  J.i 

Action  at  law  to  recover  damages  for  in- 


Note.  ^  A  search  has  disclosed  no  other 
csMs  upon  the  competency  of  a  physician 
or  <piritual  adviser  to  testify  to  facts  con- 
teming  the  procuring  of  a  release  of  liabili- 
ty fnmi  an  injured  person. 
aiLR.A.(N.8.) 


juries  received  by  plaintiff  in  a  collision  with 
one  of  defendant's  trains  at  a  street  crossing 
in  the  town  of  Eldora,  due,  as  is  alleged,  to 
defendant's  n^ligence.  Defendant  denied 
any  negligence,  pleaded  plaintiff's  contribu- 
tory negligence,  and  a  full  and  complete 
settlement  with  him  of  all  claims  for  dam- 
ages. There  was  a  trial  to  a  jury,  and,  at 
the  eonclusion  of  the  testimony,  the  court, 
on  defendant's  motion,  directed  a  verdict  for 
defendant,  and  plaintiff  appeals. 

Messrs.  Ward  &  Williams  and  J.  H. 
Scales,  for  appellant: 

The  testimony  of  the  .attending  physician 
was  improperly  admitted,  because  it  relat- 
ed to  privileged  communications. 

Finnegan  v.  Sioux  City,  112  Iowa,  232, 
83  N.  W.  907;  Raymond  v.  Burlington,  C. 
R.  &  N.  R.  Co.  65  Iowa,  162,  21  N.  W.  495; 
Battis  V.  Chicago,  R.  I.  ft  P.  R.  Co.  124 
Iowa,  625,  100  N.  W.  543;  Keist  v.  Chicago 
G.  W.  R.  Co.  110  Iowa,  32,  81  N.  W.  181. 

The  question  as  to  whether  the  allied 
prior  settlement  was  procured  by  fraud  or 
misrepresentation,  and  was  a  full  and  com- 
plete settlement  for  a  good  and  sufficient 
consideration,  was  a  question  for  the  jury. 

Chicago  City  R.  Co.  v.  Uhter,  212  111. 
174,  72  N.  E.  195;  Sundvall  v.  Interstate 
Iron  Co.  104  Minn.  499,  116  N.  W.  1118; 
Schus  T.  Powers-Simpson  Co.  85  Minn.  447, 
69  L.R.A.  887,  89  N.  W.  68;  Kelly  v.  Chi- 
cago, R.  L  &  P.  R.  Co.  138  Iowa,  273,  128 
Am.  St.  Rep.  105,  114  N.  W.  636;  Rauen  T. 
Prudential  Ins.  Co.  129  Iowa,  726, 106  N.  W. 
198. 

The  alleged  prior  settlement  was  procured 
by  fraud  and  misrepresentation,  and  was 
not  a  full  and  complete  settlement  for  a 
good  and  sufficient  consideration. 

Sundvall  v.  Interstate  Iron  Co.;  Schus  v. 
Powers-Simpson  Co.;  and  Kelly  v.  Chicago, 
R.  I.  &  P.  R,  Co.,— supra. 

Mr.  A.  3.  Scales  also  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  E.  H.  Lnndy,  James  O.  Davis, 
George  E.  HIse,  and  A.  A.  McLaughlin, 
for  appellee: 

The  communications  of  the  minister  of 
the  Gospel  were  as  an  interpreter  because 
of  his  ability  to  speak  the  language  and 
converse  with  plaintiff,  and  not  because  of 
his  capacity  as  a  minister,  and  such  commu- 
nications were  not  privileged,  as  communi- 
cations which  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  is 
not  permitted  to  disclose  are  those  intrust- 
ed to  him  in  his  professional  capacity,  and 
necessary  and  proper  to  enable  him  to  dis- 
charge the  functions  of  his  office  according 
to  the  usual  course  of  practice  or  discipline. 

State  V.  Brown,  95  Iowa,  381,  64  N.  W. 
277. 

Information  secured  by  a  physician  in  his 
professional  capacity  is  privileged,  but  in- 
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formation  secured  independent  of  his  em- 
ployment or  professiontil  capacity  is  not 
privileged. 

VVyland  v.  Griffith,  00  Iowa,  24,  64  N.  W. 
G73;  State  v.  SwalTord,  08  Iowa,  362,  67  N. 
W.  284;  State  v.  Houseworth,  91  Iowa,  740, 
00  N.  W.  221;  Reinhart  v.  Johnson,  62 
Iowa,  155,  17  N.  W.  452;  Shaffer  v.  Mink,  60 
Iowa,  754,  14  N.  W.  726;  Sutcliffe  v.  Iowa 
State  Traveling  Men's  Asso.  119  Iowa,  220, 
07  Am.  St.  Rep.  298,  93  N.  W.  90. 

Plaintiff  was  bound  to  read  the  lelease 
before  signing  it,  or,  if  he  could  not  read  it, 
he  was  bound  to  have  some  one  read  it  for 
him,  and,  there  being  no  showing  that  he 
was  prevented  from  doing  either  by  any  arti- 
fice or  conduct  of  defendant,  the  settlement 
was  binding. 

Gulliher  v.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co. 
59  Iowa,  416,  13  N.  W.  429;  McKinney  v. 
Herrick,  66  Iowa,  414,  23  N.  W.  767 ;  Reid, 
M.  &  Co.  V.  Bradley,  105  Iowa,  220,  74  N. 
W.  890;  Bonnot  Co.  v.  Newman  Bros.  308 
Iowa,  158,  78  N.  W.  817;  Bannister  v.  Me- 
Intire,  112  Iowa,  600,  84  N.  W.  707;  Spring 
Garden  Ins.  Co.  v.  Lemmon,  117  Iowa,  691, 
86  N.  W.  35;  New  York  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Difendaffer,  62  C.  C.  A.  1,  125  Fed.  893; 
Greenfield's  Estate,  14  Pa.  406;  Upton  v. 
Tribilcock,  91  U.  S.  46,  23  L.  ed.  203;  An- 
drus  y.  St.  Louis  Smelting  &  Ref.  Co.  130  U. 
S.  643;  32  L.  ed.  1054,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  645; 
Chicago  St.  P.  M.  &  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Belliwith, 
28  C.  C.  A.  358,  65  U.  S.  App.  113,  83  Fed. 
437;  Kilmartin  v.  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R-  Co. 
137  Iowa,  64,  114  N.  W.  522. 

The  fact  that  plaintiff  did  not  know  the 
contents  of  the  paper  he  signed  wcfuld  not, 
under  the  circumstances  shown,  release  him 
from  the  binding  efi'ect  thereof.     Ibid. 

Deemer,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  negligence  charged  against  the  de- 
fendant is  as  follows:  "That  at  said  time, 
without  giving  any  signals  required  to  be 
given  by  trains  approaching,  highway  cross- 
ings, the  defendant  recklessly,  wantonly, 
and  negligently,  at  a  high  and  dangerous 
rate  of  speed,  ran  an  engine  and  cars  upon 
and  over  said  street  crossing  while  plaintiff 
was  driving  his  team  thereon,  and  in  such 
a  wanton  and  negligent  manner  as  to  not 
allow  plaintiff  to  pass  over  said  crossing  in 
safety,  but  ran  said  train  upon  and  against 
plaintiff's  said  team  and  against  plaintiff, 
who  was  at  the  time  riding  in  the  vehicle 
drawn  by  said  team  which  he  was  then  and 
there  driving.  That  the  approach  of  said 
train  in  running  upon  said  crossing  was  con- 
cealed from  plaintiff  by  rises  in  the  ground 
and  a  building  until  his  team  had  reached 
a  point  where  he  could  not  retreat  and 
avoid  the  impending  collision.  That  said 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


train  was  run  with  the  engine  in  the  rear 
of  a  coach  which  was  being  pushed  ahead  of 
said  engine  at  a  high  and  reckless  speed  of 
about  30  miles  an  hour  without  warning  or 
signals,  as  heretofore  mentioned  and  set 
,forth.  That  while  plaintiff  was  approaching 
and  on  said  crossing,  under  the  circumstan- 
ces aforesaid,  the  defendant's  train  opera- 
tors saw,  and  could  have  fully  seen,  said 
plaintiff's  peril  and  danger  in  being  exposed 
to  the  collision  with  said  train  upon  said 
crossing,  and  could  have  stopped  or  slacked 
the  speed  of  said  train  being  operated  as 
aforesaid,  but  they  negligently  and  wanton- 
ly failed  to  apply  brakes  or  otherwise  use 
means  or  appliances  to  avert  the  collision 
which  was  there  obvious  to  said  operators 
or  men  in  charge  of  the  running  of  said 
train."  There  was  enough  testimony  to  take 
the  case  to  the  jury  upon  some  or  all  of 
these  specifications,  and  we  do  not  under- 
stand that  the  verdict  was  directed  because 
of  absence  of  proof  of  negligence.  The  rul- 
ing was  grounded  upon  two  propositions: 
First,  that  plaintiff  was  as  a  matter  of  law 
guilty  of  negligence  under  the  undisputed 
facts;  and,  second,  that  the  testimony 
showed  beyond  all  reasonable  dispute  a  set- 
tlement of  all  of  plaintiff's  claims.  Some 
rulings  on  the  admission  and  rejection  of 
testimony  are  complained  of,  which  so  far 
as  material  will  be  considered  during  the 
course  of  the  opinion. 

Plaintiff  received  his  injuries  September 
29,  1006,  and  he  was  immediately  taken  to 
the  hospital  of  a  Dr.  Morse,  in  the  town  of 
Eldora,  where  he  remained  until  the  latter 
part  of  November  of  the  same  year.  One 
of  defendant's  claim  agents  called  upon  him 
a  few  days  after  the  accident  to  get  his 
statement  as  to  how  the  accident  occurred. 
This  agent,  whose  name  was  Pitt,  made  no 
attempt  to  settle  the  matter  at  this  time; 
but  on  October  10,  1900,  he  came  back  to 
Eldora,  and  through  Rev.  Guenther  and  one 
Tresemer,  friends  and  acquaintances  of  the 
injured  man,  who  acted  as  interpreters  and 
advisers,  he  negotiated  a  settlement  with 
plaintiff  for  his  injuries,  paying  him  the  sinn 
of  $75  by  draft,  and  agreeing  to  pay  his, 
plaintiff's,  expenses  at  the  hospital,  including 
surgeons,  doctors,  nurses,  and  hospital  bills. 
A  full  and  complete  release  was  at  this  time 
signed  by  the  plaintiff,  reciting  the  above 
payment  and  agreement  as  the  consideration 
for  the  settlement.  Pursuant  to  promise, 
defendant  paid,  in  addition  to  the  $75,  $128, 
representing  doctor  bills,  hospital  expenses, 
etc.  Plaintiff  claims  that  this  settlement 
was  procured  hy  fraud,  misrepresentation, 
and  deceit,  and  while  he  was  suffering  great 
pain  and  only  partially  conscious.  He  has, 
however,  retained  the  entire  consideration 
paid,  and  now  seeks  to  avoid  the  settlement 
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for  the  reaaons  above  given.  Plaintiff  did 
not  understand  the  English  language,  and 
Pitt,  the  agent,  could  not  converse  with 
him  save  through  an  interpreter.  Rev 
Guenther  and  Mr.  Tresenier,  plaintiff's 
friends,  acted  as  such  interpreters.  No  tes- 
timony was  offered  to  sustain  the  claim 
that  plaintiff  was  suffering  severe  pain,  or 
that  he  was  not  in  the  full  possession  of 
his  mental  faculties. 

Plaintiff's  testimony,  so  far  as  material  re- 
garding this  settlement,  was  as  follows: 
When  I  was  in  the  hospital,  some  one  tried 
to  get  me  to  sign  a  paper  for  the  railroad 
company.  There  were  no  papers  presented 
to  me  that  I  could  read.  At  the  time  the 
paper  was  presented  to  me,  I  was  in  bed 
in  the   hospital  in  Eldora.     .     .     . 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  any  papers 
signed  by  you  that  day  were  in  settlement 
of  the  injury  you  received  in  the  collision! 
(Objected  to  by  the  defendant  as  calling 
for  the  conclusion  of  the  witness,  and  im- 
proper and  leading.  He  should  be  required 
to  say  what  was  said  and  done  and  who 
said  or  did  it.  Objection  sustained,  and 
plaintiff  excepts.)      ... 

Witness:  I  don't  know  who  the  party 
was  who  presented  the  papers  to  me.  I  did 
not  understand  what  he  said. 

Q.  When  it  was  presented  to  you,  did 
you  understand  what  the  paper  was?  (Ob- 
jected to  by  defendant  for  the  same  reasons 
as  above  urged.  Objection  sustained  and 
plaintiff  excepts.)      .     .     . 

Q.  Did  you  understand  what  the  parties 
said  when  they  presented  the  paper  to  you? 
(Objected  to  by  defendant  for  the  same 
reasons  as  above  urged.  Objection  overruled 
and  defendant  excepts.) 

Witness:     No.     .     .     . 

Witness:  There  were  three  of  them. 
Tresemer  and  the  preacher,  and  I  don't 
know  who  the  other  was,  who  presented  the 
paper  to  me.  I  did  not  understand  it.  (The 
defendant  moves  to  strike  the  answer  as 
not  responsive  and  a  conclusion  and  incom- 
petent. Motion  sustained,  and  plaintiff 
excepts. ) 

Witness:  I  did  not  understand  what  it 
meant.  (The  defendant  moves  to  strike 
the  answer  for  the  same  reason.  Motion 
sustained,  and  plaintiff  excepts.) 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  whether  you 
understood  the  agreement,  but  what  you 
understood  those  people  said  to  you  about 
the  agreement? 

A.  He  understood  that  he  should  write 
his  name.  (The  defendant  moves  that  the 
answer  be  stricken  as  not  responsive  and  a 
conclusion,  and  incompetent.  Motion  sus- 
tained, and  plaintiff  excepts.) 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.)  17 


Witness:      I   understood   that  they  were 
going  to  give  me  $75  to  heal  my  leg. 

The  Court:  If  you  understood  those 
parties  that  presented  the  paper  to  you  said 
that,  it  will  stand;  but  you  don't  say  that. 
Q.  Tell  what  you  understood  these  parties 
that  presented  the  paper  said  it  was  for? 
The  Court:  I  think  it  proper  for  him 
to  state  what  his  understanding  was  of  what 
they  said.  He  can  give  us  what  he  under- 
stood them  to  say.  If  your  questions  get  at 
that  as  to  him  giving  his  understanding  of 
what  they  said,  it  will  stand.  (Defendant 
excepts. ) 

Witness:  The  preacher  told  me  to  write 
my  name.  I  understood  that  they  were  to 
give  me  $75  to  heal  my  leg  as  near  as  I 
could  understand  it.  I  understood  that  they ' 
said  that  this  money  was  to  be  paid  to 
Dr.  Morse.  Neither  my  wife  nor  my  daugh- 
ter nor  any  member  of  my  family  was  pres- 
ent when  they  talked  with  me.  I  don't 
remember  when  I  first  understood  what  the 
writing  that  I  signed  meant.  It  was  never 
read  to  me  so  that  I  understood  it.  I  knew 
that  one  of  the  parties  there  was  a  preacher. 
On  cross-examination  the  witness  testi- 
fied with  reference  to  the  matter  as  follows: 
"I  don't  remember  signing  a  paper  in  Dr. 
Morse's  office.  I  remember  the  preacher 
and  Mr.  Tresemer  and  another  man  there. 
I  had  known  the  preacher  ten  years  and 
attended  his  church  occasionally.  I  don't 
know  how  long  they  were  there  that  day. 
Dr.  Morse  was  there  part  of  the  time.  It 
was  about  8  o'clock  in  the  evening.  While 
they  were  there,  I  signed  a  paper.  The 
preacher  did  the  talking  to  me.  I  signed 
Exhibit  1.  I  wrote  my  name  when  I  was  in 
bed.  I  understand  what  a  person  is  saying 
by  the  motion  of  the  lips,  but  I  do  not  hear 
what  they  are  saying  to  me.  Mr.  Guenther 
told  me  that  I  would  get  $75  to  cure  my  leg. 
The  banker  came  and  got  the  paper  that 
was  given  me,  and  the  nurse  brought  me 
the  $75.  The  nurse  brought  the  money  to 
me  the  next  morning,  and  a  man  came  from 
•the  bank,  and  I  gave  him  the  $75.  I 
afterwards  got  the  money  out  of  the  bank 
and  used  it.  I  bought  some  clothes  with  it. 
I  did  not  understand  that  the  railway  com- 
pany would  pay  my  hospital  bill.  Mr. 
Guenther  did  not  read  the  paper  [Exhibit 
1]  over  to  me,  and  I  didn't  know  what 
the  $75  was  for,  and  didn't  know  the 
money  came  from  the  railway  company,  and 
I  don't  know  I  got  the  money  because  I 
signed  the  paper  [Exhibit  1].  Mr.  Guen- 
ther told  me  I  should  sign  my  name  to  that 
paper  and  I  would  get  $75.  He  also  said 
that  was  to  heal  my  leg.  I  do  not  remember 
any  more  that  Mr.  Guenther  said  to  me, 
and  I  do  not  remember  all  that  he  said  to 
me.      I   did   not   understand   all   that   Mr. 
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Gueiithcr  said  to  me.  I  understood  he  said 
I  should  sign  the  paper,  but  understood  no 
more.  I  also  understood  that  the  monej' 
was  to  heal  my  leg." 

The   testimony    for   the    defendant   upon 
this  subject: 

Pitt,  the  Claim  agent,  testified  as  follows: 
"I  came  back  to  Eldora  on  October  10th, 
and  saw  Mr.  Blossi  at  the  hospital.  I  had 
no  conversation  with  him.  A  minister  by 
the  name  of  Guenther,  Albert  Tresemer,  and 
Vr.  Morse  were  present,  and  the  nurse  was 
in  and  out  of  the  room.  The  minister  com- 
municated back  and  forth  between  Mr. 
Blossi  and  myself.  The  other  gentleman 
also  talked  with  Mr.  Blossi.  A  paper  was 
prepared  at  the  time  and  signed  by  Mr. 
Blossi,  and  witnessed  by  the  two  parties  I 
have  referred  to.  I  could  not  understand 
the  conversation  between  Mr.  Guenther  and 
Mr.  Blossi,  nor  between  Mr.  Tresemer  and 
Mr.  Blossi.  We  were  there  to  take  up  the 
matter  of  settlement  of  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Blossi  against  the  railway  company,  Mr. 
Tresemer  and  Mr.  Guenther  were  there  by 
my  request.  I  did  not  know  these  gentle- 
men before,  and  had  never  seen  or  heard 
of  them.  I  inquired  who  could  be  obtained 
to  communicate  with  Mr.  Blossi, — some  rep- 
utable or  responsible  persons, — and  Dr. 
Morse  procured  these  men  to  come  for  that 
purpose.  I  was  introduced  by  the  doctor 
to  these  gentlemen.  I  asked  them  to  com- 
municate with  Mr.  Blossi  with  regard  to 
arriving  at  a  basis  for  settling  his  claim  for 
injuries  he  received  at  the  crossing  in  El- 
dora on  September  29,  1006.  After  I  had 
stated  to  Mr.  Guenther  and  Mr.  Tresemer 
what  I  wanted,  they  communicated  with  Mr. 
Blossi  in  the  German  language,  and  he  com- 
municated with  them.  We  were  there  with 
liim  probably  a.half  hour  or  more.  After 
Mr.  Guenther  and  Mr.  Tresemer  had  com- 
municated with  Mr.  Blossi,  on  that  occasion 
a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  release  in  settle- 
ment was  executed.  Exhibit  1  is  that  paper. 
I  saw  John  Blossi  attach  his  name  to  it  on 
that  occasion.  At  that  time,  Mr.  Guenther, 
Mr.  Tresemer,  and  Dr.  Morse  were  present. 
Mr.  Guenther  read  Exhibit  1  over  in  my 
presence  to  Mr.  Blossi,  and  explained  the 
contents  of  it  tr  liim  in  language  that  I 
could  not  understand.  I  was  right  there  in 
the  room  at  the  time,  and  Mr.  Blossi  was  in 
bed.  After  it  was  read  over  to  him,  I  un- 
derstood that  he  said  that  he  understood  it. 
I  did  not  understand  what  Blossi  said,  but 
both  Mr.  Guenther  and  Mr.  Tresemer  told 
me  that  he  said  he  understood  it.  At  the 
time  Mr.  Blossi  signed  Exhibit  1,  and  the 
same  was  delivered  to  me,  I  understood  that 
he  understood  tho  contents  of  it,  and  waf 
agreeing  to  settle  his  claim  in  accordancs 
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with  the  provisions  .ind  conditions  contained 
in  it,  and  for  the  consideration  set  forth 
therein.  ...  I  understood  that  Mr. 
Guenther  was  Mr.  Blossi's  pastor.  I  did  not 
select  Mr.  Guenther,  and  did  not  know  the 
gentleman.  Dr.  Morse  recommended  bfan 
and  sent  for  him.  Mr.  Guenther  and  Mr. 
Tresemer  were  not  representing  the  com- 
pany, and  they  did  not  have  any  authority 
to  make  any  settlement  with  Mr.  Blossi.  I 
was  acting  for  the  company.  Tliey  didn't 
make  any  settlement  with  him.  The  set- 
tlement was  made  by  me.  The  only  way 
I  knew  that  he  assented  to  the  settlement 
was  what  they  told  me,  but  I  was  satisfied 
in  my  own  mind  that  he  did  assent  to  it 
I  asked  them  to  ask  him  if  he  understood 
the  contents  of  that  release,  and  he  would 
nod  his  head.  I  couldn't  understand  the  lan- 
guage they  used  in  asking  him  if  he  under- 
stood. The  interpreters  were  there  to  com- 
municate with  him.  One  of  the  objects  was 
to  get  Exhibit  1  executed.  I  had  no  other 
business  with  Mr.  Blossi  that  day,  except 
to  make  the  settlement.  Mr.  Guenther  and 
Mr.  Tresemer  simply  acted  as  interpreters 
for  Mr.  Blosai  as  much  as  for  the  company. 
They  were  disinterested  parties.  I  never 
saw  Mr.  Blossi,  Mr.  Guenther,  or  Mr.  Trese- 
mer afterwards  until  in  this  court  room." 

Rev.  Guenther,  who  acted  as  an  interpre- 
ter, testified  regarding  this  transaction  as 
follows:  I  am  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and 
have  no  other  business.  I  knew  Mr.  Blossi 
was  sick  before  I  went  to  talk  with  him,  ami 
understood  I  was  called  by  Dr.  Morse,  who 
was  the  physician  attending  Mr.  Blossi  at 
the  time.  I  was  not  the  agent  of  the  rail- 
way company  at  that  time,  and  never  rep- 
resented the  railway  company,  and  did  not 
go  there  for  that  purpose  on  that  occasion. 
I  went  there  because  I  was  called  to  ex- 
plain to  Mr.  Blossi  and  translate  to  him 
some  matters.  I  went  as  an  interpreter.  Uc 
attended  ray  church  sometimes  within  the 
ten  or  twelve  years  I  knew  him.  lie  didn't 
belong  to  my  church,  but  I  guess  he  did  be- 
long to  my  denomination.  I  couldn't  say  for 
sure.  .  .  .  Mr.  Blossi  answered  the  ques- 
tions or  statements  I  made  to  him  in  Ger- 
man. I  was  there  as  an  interpreter,  aiid 
interpreted  to  Mr.  Blossi  what  Mr.  Pitt  said 
he  was  willing  to  give  to  settle  the  case.  I 
explained  to  Mr.  Blossi  that  the  company 
was  willing  to  give  him  $75,  and  pay  his 
doctor  bills.  I  included  the  hospital  bill 
in  the  doctor  bills.  Mr.  Blossi  stated  that 
he  was  satisfied  with  that.  Mr.  Pitt  told 
me  to  explain  to  Mr.  Blossi  that  the  compa- 
ny was  willing  to  give  him  $75  and  pay  the 
doctor's  bill  and  the  expenses  in  the  hospi- 
tal. 

Q.  Storic  whether  or  not  you  comniunieat- 
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ed  that  statement  of  Mr.  Pitt's  to  Mr.  Blos- 
sL 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  on  the  first  occasion  that  you  so 
communicated  that  statement  to  him,  what 
did  Mr.  Blossi  say? 

A.  Mr.  Blossi,  after  I  explained  to  him 
that  the  company  was  willing  to  give  $75, 
be  wanted  $150. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  then  to  Mr.  Pitt 
the  statement  Mr.  Blossi  made  that  he  would 
like  to  have  $150? 

A.  Yes.  Mr.  Pitt  then  repeated  his  first 
words.  He  said  he  wouldn't  give  more.  In 
answer  to  that  Mr.  Blossi  said,  'That  is 
good  enough.'  ...  I  explained  the  prop- 
osition the  railway  company  made  to  him, 
and  he  said  he  was  satisfied  with  $76.  He 
showed  that  he  understood  it,  by  saying 
that  he  could  buy  a  new  buggy  for  $60  and 
have  $25  left  for  his  pains.  I  communicat- 
ed to  Mr.  Pitt  toe  statement  of  Mr.  Blossi 
that  he  would  be  satisfied  to  settle  for  $75 
and  the  settlement  and  payment  of  his  doc- 
tor and  hospital  bills.  A  paper  was  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Pitt  for  Mr.  Blossi  to  sign.  I 
saw  Mr.  Pitt  prepare  the  paper  in  the  sick 
room.  Mr.  Pitt  had  a  small  typewriter. 
After  the  paper  was  prepared,  I  read  and  ex- 
plained it  to  Mr.  Blossi.  The  paper 
marked  "Exhibit  1"  is  the  paper  that  I 
interpreted  to  Mr.  Blossi  at  that  time.  Aft- 
er Exhibit  1  was  prepared,  Mr.  Pitt  asked 
me  to  read  it  and  interpret  it  to  Mr.  Blos- 
si. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  did  read  it 
and  interpret  it  to  him? 

A.  I  translated  this  paper  here  into  Ger- 
man.   By  inis  paper  I  mean  Exhibit  1. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  translate  it  into  Ger- 
man? 

A.  To  Mr.  Blossi. 

Q.  After  you  had  translated  it  to  him, 
state  what  he  said  as  to  whether  he  under- 
stood it  or  not. 

A.  He  said  he  understood  it.  After  that 
he  signed .  it.  I  saw  him  sign  his  name 
"John  Blossi"  on  Exhibit  1,  and  I  signed  it 
as  •  witness.  I  signed  my  name  to  the  cer- 
tificate appearing  on  the  back  of  Exhibit  1, 
and  Mr.  Blossi  signed  Exhibit  1.  At  the 
time  I  was  there  that  day,  I  did  not  see  any 
difference  in  him  from  the  times  I  had  seen 
him  and  talked  to  him  before.  ...  I 
cannot  remember  that  he  made  any  com- 
plaint of  suffering  pain  while  I  was  there. 
While  I  was  there,  Albert  Trescmer  also 
talked  to  him  about  the  matter  of  a  settle- 
ment. I  saw  the  draft  delivered  to  Mr.  Blos- 
si after  he  had  signed  the  release,  Exhibit  1. 

Mr.  Trescmer  testified,  with  reference  to 
this  matter,  as  follows:  I  am  a  Gerninn, 
and  talk  that  language.  I  know  John  Blos- 
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si  I  first  met  him  twenty-three'  years  ago, 
and  have  known  him  ever  since.  I  have 
talked  with  him  from  time  to  time  during 
that  period.  I  am  able  to  talk  with  and  un- 
derstand him.  I  saw  him  in  the  hospital  at 
Eldora  soon  after  he  met  with  his  injury  in 
September,  1006,  and  saw  him  more  than 
once.  I  saw  him  and  talked  with  him  the 
third  day  after  he  was  hurt,  and  called  on 
him  several  times  after  that  to  talk  to  him 
for  Dr.  Morse,  to  act  as  an  interpreter.  I 
remember  on  being  there  on  October  10, 
1906,  when  Mr.  Guenther  and  other  per- 
sons were  there.  It  was  shortly  after  5 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  I  came  at  the  re- 
quest of  Dr.  Morse,  made  over  the  telephone. 
When  I  arrived,  I  found  Dr.  Morse,  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  Mr.  Guenther  there;  I  talked  with  Mr. 
Blossi  after  I  had  been  there  a  few  minutes. 
Mr.  Guenther  also  talked  with  him  while  I 
was  there.  I  understood  what  Mr.  Guenther 
said  to  him.  I  did  not  talk  exactly  the  same 
kind  of  German  to  Blossi  as  Mr.  Guenther 
did.  Mr.  Guenther  talked  the  high  German 
to  him  and  I  talked  the  low  German,  the 
kind  that  is  used  around  on  the  street,  you 
might  say.  It  might  be  called  dialect.  Mr. 
Blossi  answered  the  questions  that  I  put 
to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  about  him  or 
observe  anything  in  his  conversation  during 
any  of  the  time  you  saw  him  in  the  hospital 
difTerent  than  the  way  he  had  been  or  had 
talked  prior  to  or  before  his  injury? 

A.  Ko;  I  couldn't  see  any  difference.  On 
the  occasion  when  Mr.  Guenther  and  Mr. 
Pitt  were  there  I  talked  to  Mr.  Blossi  about 
what  the  company  was  going  to  pay  him  to 
settle  his  claim  for  the  injury  he  had  re- 
ceived.  I  explained  to  him  that  the  com- 
pany stood  ready  to  give  him  $75  and  pay 
his  hospital  bill,  and  he  was  satisfied.  He 
said  that  was  good.  Mr.  Guenther  and  Mr. 
Pitt  were  there  when  I  came.  I  did  not  do 
anything  there  in  talking  to  him  other  than 
to  act  as  interpreter  between  Mr.  Blossi  and 
Mr.  Pitt 

Q.  State  what,  if  anything,  you  said  to 
him  about  whether  he  could  get  anything 
more  from  the  company  for  his  injury,  if 
he  accepted  the  $76  and  the  payment  of  his 
doctor  bills. 

A.  As  I  remember,  I  read  the  paper  over 
to  him  and  explained  to  him  what  was  in 
the  paper.  I  can't  remember  just  exactly 
to-day  what  was  in  the  paper,  but,  as  near 
as  I  can  remember,  what  I  spoke  to  him.  I 
did  not  tell  him  that,  if  he  accepted  this 
money,  he  could  not  get  anything  else  from 
the  company.  After  be  said  he  was  will- 
ing to  accept  $75,  a  paper  was  produced  and 
submitted  to  him  to  sign.  Exhibit  1  is  that 
paper.     I  saw  John  Blossi  write  his  name 
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near  the  bottom  on  the  first  page  of  that  pa- 
per. 1  also  saw  Mr.  C.  E.  Guenther  write 
his  name,  and  saw  Dr.  Morse  write  his  name 
on  it,  and  I  myself  wrote  my  name  on  it. 
Those  names  were  written  after  John  Blos- 
si  had  signed  his  name  to  it.  I  saw  Mr. 
Guenther  write  bis  name  on  the  back,  after 
the  words,  "This  is  to  certify,"  etc.  The 
names  were  written  on  the  back  after  John 
Blossi  had  signed  the  paper.  Mr.  Guenther 
translated  the  paper.  Exhibit  1,  to  John 
Blossi,  and  I  did  also,  and  John  Blossi  said 
that  he  understood  it,  and  that  it  was  good. 
After  Exhibit  1  was  signed,  I  saw  Mr.  Pitt 
give  Mr.  Blossi  a  check  for  $75.  Exhibit  2 
is  the  check  I  saw  given  to  him.  I  handed 
the  check  myself  and  looked  at  it,  and  know 
that  it  was  for  $75,  and  I  told  Mr.  Blossi 
that  he  could  take  that  over  to  the  bank 
and  get  cash  money  for  it.  I  told  him  he 
could  get  $75  for  it,  and  he  took  the  check 
and  put  it  in  his  shirt  pocket.  Mr.  Pitt  did 
not  have  any  talk  with  Mr.  Blossi  while  I 
was  there.  I  heard  Mr.  Pitt  talk  to  Mr. 
Guenther,  and  I  heard  him  talk  that  he 
wanted  to  make  a  settlement.  His  talk  was 
all  in  English,  and  he  talked  the  same  thing 
to  me.  I  understood  Mr.  Guenther  and  I 
were  brought  there  for  the  same  purpose. 
Mr.  Guenther  talked  to  Mr.  Blossi  first  and 
explained  to  him  what  the  company  was 
willing  to  do,  and  Mr.  Blossi  answered  that 
was  all  right,  and  signed  the  paper  after  the 
paper  was  drawn.  The  matter  was  ex- 
plained to  him  before  the  paper  was  drawn 
up.  The  paper  was  read  over  later,  but  the 
first  talk  was  to  come  to  the  amount.  He 
agreed  on  the  amount,  and  then  the  paper 
was  drawm  up.  Mr.  Blossi's  language  was 
that  it  was  good,  and,  after  he  said  that, 
they  drew  up  the  paper.  Then  Mr.  Guenth- 
er read  the  paper  over  to  Mr.  Blossi  care- 
fully, and  Mr.  Blossi  said,  "All  right,"  and 
made  no  objection  to  anything  whatever.  He 
signed  it  then  and  there  after  I  had  read  it 
and  explained  it  to  him  myself.  I  under- 
stood what  Mr.  Guenther  was  saying  and 
what  Mr.  Blossi  was  saying,  and  he  told 
Mr.  Guenther  that  he  understood  it.  I 
asked  him  if  he  understood  it.  I  had  a 
little  different  language  and  wanted  to  make 
sure  that  he  did  understand.  He  was  not 
lying  down  when  he  signed  Exhibit  1.  I 
think  he  helped  himself  up.  I  am  quite  sure 
of  it.  I  knew  his  leg  was  broken  at  that 
time,  and  was  splinted  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  it  in  place.  The  matter  was  talke(4 
over  by  Guenther  with  Mr.  Blossi  before 
Exhibit  I  was  written  by  Mr. 'Pitt,  and  it  was 
explained  and  he  agreed  to  it  before  the 
paper  was  written.  The  paper  waa  drawn 
up  according  to  Mr.  Quenther's  explanation 
after  Mr.  Guenther  had  explained  it,  and 
before  I  had  explained  it.  My  explanation 
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came  after  the  agreement  was  made.  Tho 
certificate  was  put  on  the  back  of  Exhibit  1 
to  show  that  we  had  explained  to  Blossi 
what  was  on  the  paper.  The  check  was 
made  out  right  away  after  Mr.  Blossi  had 
signed  Exhibit  ].  I  don't  think  Mr.  Guenth- 
er explained  tlie  check  to  Mr.  Blossi,  but  I 
did.  Mr.  Pitt  told  us  to  tell  him  that  he 
could  take  the  check  to  the  bank,  and  it  was 
good  for  $75.  I  had  visited  Mr.  Blossi 
about  seven  days  before.  Tliat  was  soon 
after  the  accident.  He  wasn't  any  different 
one  time  or  another,  so  far  as  his  mind  was 
concerned.  He  talked  just  the  same  to  me 
as  he  always  did  before  he  was  hurt.  I 
saw  no  difference  in  the  state  of  his  mind 
when  these  papers  were  drawn  and  when  I 
first  saw  him  after  he  was  hurt.  So  far 
as  I  was  able  to  observe  him,  he  looked  and 
acted  just  the  same  as  he  always  did,  ex- 
cept that  he  wasn't  up  and  around,  walking. 
I  repeated  the  same  thing  to. Mr.  Blossi  that 
Mr.  Guenther  did.  I  heard  Mr.  Pitt  tell 
Mr.  Guenther  what  to  tell  Mr.  Blossi,  and 
heard  what  Mr.  Blossi  said  about  it,  and 
heard  him  say  to  Mr.  Guenther  that  he  un- 
derstood it.  He  said  that  before  he  re- 
ceived the  $75.  I  don't  remember  of  seeing 
him  try  to  give  the  check  to  Mr.  Guenther, 
although  I  believe  he  did  say  something 
about  somebody  taking  care  of  it  over  night, 
until  his  wife  came  in.  He  said  she  would 
come  in  the  next  day.  He  didn't  want  to 
take  care  of  it  himself,  and  was  willing 
to  trust  Mr.  Guenther  with  it.  I  did  not 
tell  him  that  he  could  get  more  than  $75. 
He  did  not  ask  for  any  more  than  $75  while 
I  was  there.  ...  I  was  there  when  Mr. 
Guenther  made  a  statement  as  to  what  the 
company's  agent  wanted,  and  heard  Mr.  Blos- 
si say  that  be  understood  it.  Exhibit  1  was 
drawn  up  right  away  afterwards,  and  it  was 
signed,  but  it  was  first  read  over  to  Mr. 
Blossi  by  Mr.  Guenther  and  explained.  That 
was  the  second  time  Mr.  Guenther  had  ex- 
plained the  transaction  to  him,  but  the  first 
time  he  had  explained  the  paper.  Mr.  Guen- 
ther told  him  that  they  put  in  the  paper  the 
same  things  they  had  talked  over,  and  Mr. 
Guenther  read  it  to  him,  and  explained  it 
to  him  in  German  as  he  went  along.  As  I 
understood  it,  the  amount  in  the  paper  was 
mentioned  as  a  full  settlement,  and  Mr. 
Blossi  didn't  claim  anything  more  than  that. 
I  was  paying  attention  to  what  was  being 
done  while  I  was  there.  He  only  claimed 
$75  while  I  was  there,  and,  when  the  paper 
was  read  to  him  after  being  drawn  up,  noth- 
ing was  said  about  anything  more.  I  think 
I  understood  Mr.  Blossi  better  than  Mr. 
Guenther  did.  I  think  Mr.  Guenther  under- 
stood him  all  right,  but  it  was  harder  for 
him  than  for  me.  I  understood  it  all  plain- 
ly, and  didn't  have  any  trouble.    It  took  Mr. 
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Guenther  a  little  longer  to  understand  him; 
and  suppose  it  took  Mr.  Blossi  a  little  long- 
er to  understand  Mr.  Guenther.  He  under- 
stood every  word  that  Mr.  Guenther  said  to 
him,  but  he  did  not  catch  it  quite  as  quick 
as  he  did  what  I  said.  He  wouldn't  answer 
Mr.  Guenther  so  quick,  and  he  would  have 
to  repeat  it  more  than  once,  but  I  didn't 
have  to  repeat.  I  could  understand  him  bet- 
ter than  Mr.  Guenther  could,  and  he  could 
understand  me  better  than  he  could  Mr. 
Guenther.  I  did  not  hear  Mr.  Blossi  at  any 
time  refuse  to  receive  $75. 

Dr.  Morse's  testimony  with  reference  to 
this  matter  was  substantially  as  follows:  I 
was  present  at  the  time  a  settlement  was 
made  with  him.  It  is  my  recollection  that 
Mr.  Guenther  talked  matters  over  with  him 
before  Mr.  Tresemer  came  in.  I  under- 
stand German  fairly  well,  but  Mr.  Blossi  has 
a  dialect  that  is  peculiar  to  himself.  It  is 
low  German,  and  while  it  is  difficult  for  me 
to  understand  him,  I  imderstood  a  good  deal 
of  what  he  said  as  to  his  needs  and  wants. 
1  saw  him  sign  Exhibit  No.  1. 

Mr.  McLaughlin:  State  whether  or  not 
you  saw  anyone  read  or  translate  Exhibit 
No.  1  to  Blossi,  and  who! 

A.  I  saw  Guenther  and  heard  him  read 
the  paper  before  Blossi  signed  it.  Exhibit 
No.  2  is  the  draft  that  Pitt  handed  to  Blos- 
si. Mr.  Blossi,  a  little  time  after  the  set- 
tlement, I  went  downstairs  with  the  rest  of 
them,  hf  called  to  me  to  come  up  and  asked 
me  to  cash  it  for  him.  He  said  he  wanted 
the  gold,  or  the  "money  gilt"  he  called  it, 
and  wanted  to  know  if  I  could  get  it  for  him, 
and  I  said  that  I  would,  and  handed  it  to 
the  nurse  to  get  the  money  for  him,  and  she 
took  it  upstairs  and  gave  it  to  him.  The 
first  time  after  the  accident  when  Mr.  Pitt 
called,  Mr.  Blossi's  brother  who  lives  at  Rad- 
cliflTe  acted  as  interpreter. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  him 
having  the  cashier  of  the  bank  come  in,  and 
getting  him  to  deposit  it  for  him  the  next 
day! 

A.  Yes;  since  you  mention  it,  I  remember 
he  was  uneasy  about  the  money,  and  wanted 
me  or  the  nurse  to  take  it,  and  I  told  him 
if  he  was  acquainted  with  the  bank  to  have 
the  cashier  come  over  and  get  it  for  him, 
which  he  did. 

This  is  practically  the  entire  record  made 
upon  the  issue  of  settlement,  and  it  is  appar- 
ent therefrom  that  plaintiff's  mind  was  in  a 
normal  condition;  that  no  misrepresenta- 
tions were  made  to  him  of  any  kind,  and  no 
fraud  perpetrated.  The  most  that  can  be 
claimed  from  the  testimony  offered  by  plain- 
tiff is  that  he  did  not  understand  the  con- 
tents or  purport  of  the  paper  signed  by 
him,  but  this  was  due  to  no  fault  of  the 
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defendant  or  its  agent.  The  interpreters 
were  plaintiff's  own  friends,  and  they  were 
not  even  selected  by  the  defendant  company 
or  any  of  its  agents.  Dr.  Morse  made  the 
selection,  and  there  is  no  intimation  even 
that  they  did  not  act  in  the  best  of  faith, 
and  tried  as  well'  as  they  could  to  have 
'plaintiff  understand  the  effect  of  the  papers 
he  was  signing.  That  he  did  understand  it 
we  have  no  doubt,  but,  assuming  that  he  did 
not,  there  is  no  claim  that  defendant  was  in 
any  way  responsible  for  his  lack  of  knowl- 
edge. It  did  everything  it  could,  paid  out 
its  money  on  the  strength  of  the  settlement, 
and  was  guilty  of  no  fraud,  misrepresenta- 
tion, or  deceit.  Surely  there  must  be  some 
way  whereby  a  settlement  may  be  had  with 
one  who  speaks  a  foreign  language.  If  due 
care  is  used  in  the  selection  of  an  interpre- 
ter and  every  effort  made  to  fully  explain 
matters,  and  the  injured  party  apparently 
comprehends  and  agrees  to  all  that  is  said 
and  done,  his  misunderstanding  of  the  situ- 
ation, unknown  to  any  not  due  to  any  fault, 
fraud,  or  collusion  on  the  part  of  the  other 
party,  is  not  to  be  chargeable  to  such  other. 
In  this  case  plaintiff  had  it  in  his  power  to 
fully  comprehend  the  situation.  He  knew 
the  purpose  of  the  meeting.  He  knew  that 
defendant,  through  its  agent,  was  endeavor- 
ing to  pay  him  something  for  his  injuries 
end  to  settle  his  claim.  He  received  the 
money  offered  by  the  defendant,  and  signed 
the  release  and  agreement  of  settlement, 
knowing,  of  course,  that  it  must  have  re- 
lation to  this  matter.  The  interpreters  en- 
deavored to  acquaint  him  with  its  contents, 
and,  if  he  did  not  know  of  them,  it  was  his 
own  fault.  He  was  in  his  right  mind  and 
in  full  possession  of  his  mental  faculties, 
and  there  was  no  attempt  to  mislead  or  in 
any  manner  deceive  him.  His  testimony 
indicates  that  he  knew  he  was  getting  the 
money  in  payment  for  his  injuries,  or  some 
of  them,  and,  if  he  did  not  understand  just 
what  the  payment  was  for,  he  should  have 
made  further  inquiries.  To  say  that  under  * 
this  record  a  jury  might  disregard  the  set- 
tlement and  find  a  verdict  for  plaintiff  would 
be  equivalent  to  saying  that  no  settlement 
can  safely  be  made  with  one  not  familiar 
with  the  English  language.  Of  course,  no 
such  rule  should  be  established.  There  is 
no  claim  that  the  paper  was  not  correctly 
translated  to  plaintiff,  and,  if  he  did  not 
know  its  exact  terms,  it  was  his  own  fault. 
The  case  is  not  different  from  one  where 
a  party  having  the  ability  to  read  and  un- 
derstand a  paper,  fails  to  do  so  and  signs 
it  without  reading.  In  such  case  he  is  bound 
unless  it  appears  that  some  fraud  or  deceit 
was  practised  upon  him,  either'  to  prevent 
his  reading  or  by  fraudulently  stating  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


202 


IOWA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Nov., 


contents  of  the  document.  That  this  is  the 
established  rule,  see  the  following  among 
other  authorities:  GuUiher  v.  Chicago  R. 
I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  59  Iowa,  416,  13  N.  W.  429; 
McKinney  v.  Herrick,  66  Iowa,  414, 23  N.  VV. 
767 ;  Bonnot  Co.  t.  Newman  Bros.  108  Iowa, 
168,  78  N.  W.  817;  Bannister  v.  Mclntire, 
112  Iowa,  600,  84  N.  W.  707;  Spring  Gar- 
den Ins.  Co.  V.  Lemmon,  117  Iowa,  691,  86 
N.  W.  3d.  As  bearing  upon  this  identical 
question  we  quote  the  following  from  Chi- 
cago, St.  P.  M.  &  O.  R.  Co.  V.  Belliwith, 
28  C.  C.  A.  358,  55  U.  S.  App.  113,  83  Fed. 
437.  "A  written  contract  of  release  cannot 
be  annulled  or  avbided  by  proof  that  one  of 
the  parties  to  it,  who  was  sound  in  mind 
and  able  in  body,  could  not  read  or  write, 
did  not  know  the  terms  of  the  agreement, 
and  neglected  to  ask  anyone  to  read  it  to 
him  when  he  signed  it.  A  written  contract 
is  the  highest  evidence  of  the  terms  of  an 
agreement  between  the  parties  to  it,  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  contracting  party  to  learn 
and  know  its  contents  before  he  signs  and 
delivers  it.  He  owes  this  duty  to  the  other 
party  to  the  contract,  because  the  latter 
may,  and  probably  will,  pay  his  money  and 
shape  his  action  in  reliance  upon  the  agree- 
ment. He  owes  il  to  the  public,  which,  as 
a  matter  of  public  policy,  treats  the  written 
contract  as  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion, what  was  the  agreement  T  If  one  can 
read  his  contract,  his  failure  to  do  so  is 
such  gross  negligence  that  it  will  estop  him 
from  denying  it,  unless  he  has  been  dissuad- 
ed from  reading  it  by  some  trick  or  artifice 
practised  by  the  opposite  party.  If  he  cannot 
read  it,  it  is  as  much  his  duty  to  procure 
some  reliable  person  to  read  and  explain  it 
to  him  before  he  signs  it  as  it  would  be  to 
read  it  before  he  signed  it  if  he  were  able 
to  do  so;  and  his  failure  to  obtain  a  read- 
ing and  explanation  of  it  is  such  gross  neg- 
ligence as  will  estop  him  from  avoiding  it 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  ignorant  of  its 
contents."  See  also  New  York  C.  &  H.  R. 
R.  Co.  v.  Difendaffer,  62  C.  C.A.I,  125  Fed. 
893,  and  cases  cited.  The  case,  in  so  far  as 
the  settlement  is  concerned,  is  ruled  by  Kil- 
martin  v.  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  137  Iowa, 
64,  114  N.  W.  522;  Nason  v.  Chi- 
cago, R.  I.  4  P.  R.  Co.  140  Iowa,  633, 
118  N.  W.  751 ;  Douda  v.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P. 
R.  Co.  141  Iowa,  82,  119  N.  W.  272.  Had 
a  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff  upon  this  is- 
sue, it  would  have  been  the  duty  of  the  trial 
court  to  have  granted  a  new  trial ;  that  be- 
ing true,  the  ruling  on  the  motion  to  direct 
was  correct.  Meyer  v.  Houck,  85  Iowa,  319, 
52  N.  W.  235 ;  Cherry  v.  Des  Moines  Leader, 
114  Iowa,  298,  64  L.R.A.  865,  89  Am.  St. 
Rep.  365,  841  K.  W.  323,  and  other  like  cases 
noticed  in  4  McCIain's  Digest,  p.  3307. 

2.  But  appellant  contends  that  the  trial 
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court  was  in  error  in  some  of  its  rulings 
with  reference  to  the  testimony  bearing  upon 
the  issue  which  we  have  just  been  consider- 
ing. For  example,  it  is  said  that,  as  Dr. 
Morse  was  plaintifTs  physician,  his  testi- 
mony was  incompetent.  It  is  a  mistake  to 
assume  that  a  physician  cannot  testify  in 
any  case  to  which  his  patient  is  a  party.  He 
is  only  forbidden  to  testify  when  he  ob- 
tains information  by  reason  of  his  employ- 
ment to  confidential  communications  in- 
trusted to  him  in  a  professional  character, 
and  necessary  and  proper  to  enable  him  to 
discharge  his  duties.  This  prohibition  was 
not  violated'  in  the  present  case,  as  an  ex- 
amination of  the  testimony  from  tliis  doctor, 
which  we  have  quoted,  will  show.  See  Sut- 
cliffe  V.  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men's  Asso. 
119  Iowa,  220,  97  Am.  St.  Rep.  298,  93  N.  W. 
90;  Wyland  v.  Griflith,  90  Iowa,  24,  04  N. 
VV.  073. 

Objection  was  also  made  to  the  testimony 
of  the  minister,  on  the  ground  that  it,  too, 
related  to  a  matter  of  confidence  between 
the  minister  and  his  parishioner.  Monifest- 
ly  this  objection  is  without  merit.  Tlie  min- 
ister in  this  case  was  simply  acting  as  a 
friend  and  interpreter,  and  what  was  said 
had  nothingtodo  with  spiritual  affairs.  He 
was  not  called  by  plaintiff  for  consolation,  or 
even  advice  with  reference  to  spiritual  mat- 
ters. The  objection  was  clearly  without 
merit.  State  v.  Brown,  95  Iowa,  381,  64  N. 
W.  277. 

Counsel  rely  for  a  reversal  upon  the  first 
ruling  appearing  in  the  quotation  from  the 
testimony  heretofore  set  out;  that  is  to  say, 
the  objection  to  the  question  propounded  to 
plaintiff  as  to  whether  he  understood  that 
any  papers  he  signed  on  the  day  in  question 
were  in  settlement  of  his  injuries.  This 
question  was  propounded  after  the  brief 
introduction  to  the  subject  already  set 
forth.  It  manifestly  called  for  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  witness,  but  this  conclusion  was 
also  a  fact  which  might  be  testified  to  at  a 
proper  time.  We  think  the  objection  might 
well  have  been  overruled,  and  are  of  opin- 
ion that  this  would  have  b«en  the  proper  or- 
der. But  it  appears  that  thereafter  the 
witness  went  into  the  entire  matter  at 
length,  and  was  permitted  to  give  his  under- 
standing or  misunderstanding  of  the  very 
matter  inquired  about.  Hence  no  prejudice 
resulted.  The  claim  agent,  Pitt,  was  per- 
mitted to  testify,  in  effect,  over  plaintiff's 
objections,  that  he  understood  that  plaintiff 
understood  the  nature  of  the  transaction.  As 
this  had  a  material  bearing  upon  the  issue 
of  fraud,  and  the  matter  could  be  reached 
in  no  other  way,  there  was  no  error  in  the 
ruling.  Kruse  v.  SeilTert  &  V.  Lumber  Co. 
108  Iowa,  352.  79  N.  W.  118":  Chew  v. 
O'Hara,   110   Iowa,  81,  81   N.   W.   157.     If 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1»00. 


BLOSSl  V.  CHICAGO  A  N.  W.  R.  CO. 


Pitt  knew  or  believed  that  plaintiff  did  not 
understand  tlie  nature  of  tlie  transaction,  or 
tlie  contents  of  the  paper  which  plaintiff  was 
asked  to  sign,  this  would  have  been  evi- 
dpnce  of  fraud,  or  at  least  of  mutual  mis- 
take, which  would  have  justified  the  setting 
aside  of  the  settlement.  Hence  it  was  prop- 
er to  show  Pitt's  understanding  or  knowl- 
edge by  direct  testimony  from  him.  These 
are  all  the  rulings  bearing  upon  the  issue 
which  we  believe  to  be  decisive  of  the  case, 
and  in  tticra  there  is  no  prejudicial  error. 

We  have  gone  over  the  testimony  with 
care,  and  have  set  out  all  that  is  material 
upon  the  point  which  is  regarded  as  de- 
cisive, and  reach  the  conclusion  that  the 
trial  court  aid  not  err  in  directing  a  ver- 
dict for  defendant. 

The  judgment  must  be,  and  it  is,  alHrmed. 


KEXTUCKY   COUnT   07  APPEALS. 

LOUISVILLR  *  NA'iSHVlLLE  RAILROAD 

COMPANY,  Appt., 

v. 

LEK  SCALF. 

(33  Ky.  L.  Rep.  721,  110  S.  W.  802.) 

Evidence  ^  complaints  of  condition  of 
car  —  nptfcc. 

1.  Upon  the  question  of  the  temperature 
and  condition  of  a  car  in  which  passengers 
are  coitipclled  to  travel,  evidence  is  not 
admissible  of  complaints  of  passengers  made 
to  each  other,  but  not  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  carrier's  employees. 

Carrier  — niil'tary  organization  —   lia- 
bility to  volunteer. 

2.  One  who  is  not  a  member  of  a  militarj- 
company,  but  who  volunteers  to  accompany 
it  on  an  expedition,  to  supply  the  place  of 
a  member,  cannot  hold  the  railroad  company 
liable  for  injury  due  to  the  discomfort  of  a 
car  in  which  the  company  is  carried,  where 
he  is  not  subject  to  discipline  under  tlie  stat- 
ute, since  he  may  avoid  injury  by  going 
into  another  car. 

Same  —  cold  —  proximate  cnuce. 

3.  A  carrier  cannot  be  held  liable  for  a 


cold  contracted  by  a  passenger,  although 
there  was  no  heat  in  the  car  in  which  he 
was  carried,  if,  immediately  after  leaving 
the  car,  he  subjected  himself  to  inclement 
weather,  without  suflicient  protection,  so 
that  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  true 
cause  of  the  cold. 

(June    g,    1908.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Knox  County 
in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  for  injuries  alleged  to  be 
due  to  the  failure  of  a  railroad  company 
to  heat,  light,  and  maintain  in  a  sanitary 
condition,  its  cars.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  James  D.  Black  and  Benjamin 
D.  Warfleld  for  appellant. 

Mr.  George  H.  Wilson  with  Messrs.  B. 
B.  (lOldcu  and  John  H.  Wilson,  for  ap- 
pellee : 

The  court  did  not  err  in  admitting  testi- 
mony .of  the  fact  that  the  members  of  the 
military  company  complained  of  the  cold 
and  other  conditions  of  the  car  to  each 
other. 

Greenl.  Ev.  16th  ed.  {f  101,  162a. 

Passengers  may  be  separated  according 
to  sex,  character,  or  color,  or  according  to 
the  fares  charged;  and  any  regulation  a 
carrier  may  make  confining  one  class  of 
persons  to  the  part  of  the  conveyance  pro- 
vided for  them,  and  interdicting  intrusions 
by  them  into  that  provided  for  another, 
will  not  be  regarded  as  unreasonable,  if 
made  in  good  faith  for  the  better  accommo- 
dation and  convenience  of  the  passengers. 

Hutchinson,  Carr.  2d  ed.  §§  515d,  642. 

Clay,  C,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Appellee,  Lee  Scalf,  went  with  the  Bar- 
bourville  State  Guards  to  the  inauguration 
of  Governor  Beckham,  in  December,  1900. 
Complaining  that  the  coach  in  which  he 
went  to  and  returned  from  Frankfort  was 
not  properly  heated  or  lighted,  and  was  not 
furnished  with   sufficient  water  for  drink- 


Xote.  —  Carrter'H  lUthtlity  to  jytxsvnaev 
on  account  of  utisanttary  condition 
of  car. 

Upon  this  question  the  above  case  is  sup- 
ported by  Brcsewitz  v.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &, 
R.  R.  Co.  75  Ark.  2ii.  70  L.R.A.  212,  87 
S.  W.  127,  in  which  it  was  held  that  a 
passenger  who,  without  protest  and  without 
appealing  to  the  conductor,  obeyed  the  di- 
rections of  a  porter  to  ride  in  a  smoking 
car,  although  his  ticket  entitled  him  to 
first-class  passage,  co\ild  not  linid  the  car- 
rier liable  for  sickness  cau"ed  hv  the  con- 
tinuous ride  in  the  ntmosohere  iaden  with 
t'-bacco  smoke  and  other  foul  odors. 
m  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


In  Soutliern  R.  Co.  v.  Wood,  114  Ga.  169, 
39  S.  E.  922,  it  was  held,  however,  that, 
where  plaintiff  was  not  given  the  accommo- 
dations which  her  ticket  entitled  her  to  have, 
1>ut  M-as  compelled  by  the  conductor  to  go 
into  a  dirty,  nasty  smoking  car  which,  be- 
cause of  extremely  cold  weather,  was  not 
ventilated,  and  which  was  filled  with  men 
smokinc  nnd  cliewing,  and  the  smoke  and 
fumes  from  the  tobacco  made  her  very  sick, 
she  was  entitled  to  recover  whatever  dam- 
ages she  siititained  on  this  account. 

The  cases  passing  upon  the  duty  of  a  rail- 
road company  to  heat  its  cars  are  collected 
in  the  case  note  to  Prospcrt  v.  Rhode  Island 
Suburban  R.  Co.  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)    1142. 
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ing  purposes,  that  the  stoves  and  lamps 
smoked,  and  that  the  car  was  permitted  to 
become  in  a  noisome  and  filthy  condition, 
and  that,  by  reason  thereof,  he  experienced 
great  physical  and  mental  suffering,  and 
caught  severe  cold,  he  instituted  this  action 
for  damages  against  the  appellant,  Louis- 
ville &  Nashville  Railroad  Company.  He 
recovered  a  verdict  for  $500,  and  the  rail- 
road company  appeals. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  appellee 
never  enlisted  in  the  State  Guards,  by  tak- 
ing the  obligation  required  by  law.  The 
captain  of  the  company  simply  requested 
him  to  accompany  the  guards  for  the  pur- 
pose of  filling  out  the  quota  of  the  com- 
pany. He  thereupon  volunteered,  and  did 
go  with  the  company.  According  to  ap- 
pellee's contention,  the  bad  conditions  pre- 
vailing in  the  car  were  due  to  the  negligence 
of  the  employees  of  the  appellant  company; 
while  the  latter  insists  that  those  conditions 
were  due  entirely  to  the  acts  of  appellee  and 
his  companions,  in  raising  the  windows  of 
the  car,  in  attempting  to  put  coal  in  the 
fires,  in  punching  the  fires  with  their  bay- 
onets, and  in  scattering  lunches  over  and 
vomiting  on  the  floor  of  the  car.  Appellant 
asks  a  reversal  on  the  ground  of  the  admis- 
sion of  incompetent  testimony,  and  also  be- 
cause of  error  in  refusing  and  giving  in- 
structions. 

It  appears  that  the  trial  court  permitted 
several  witnesses  to  testify  to  the  fact  that 
the  members  of  the  guard  complained  of 
the  cold  and  the  other  conditions  of  the 
car,  and  expressed  these  complaints  to  each 
other.  As  these  complaints  were  not  made 
to  the  employees  of  the  railroad,  they  were 
manifestly  incompetent,  and  all  such  evi- 
dence should  have  been  excluded  by  the 
court. 

Appellant  asked  the  following  instruc- 
tion: "If  you  shall  believe  from  the  evi- 
dence that  the  plaintiff,  Lee  Scxif,  was  not 
a  member  of  the  military  company  on  the 
trip  to  or  return  from  Frankfort  on  the 
occasion  mentioned  in  the  evidence,  but 
that  he  voluntarily  undertook  to  and  did 
make  said  trips,  and  that  he  could,  with- 
out subjecting  himself  to  any  military  dis- 
cipline or  penalty,  have  left  the  coach 
which  was  occupied  by  said  company  on 
said  trip,  after  discovering  that  said  coach 
was  dirty  or  filthy,  or  gave  out  offensive 
odors,  or  was  insufficiently  heated,  or  the 
lamps  gave  insufficient  light,  or  emitted 
foul  or  offensive  odors,  or  the  stoves  in  said 
coach  gave  out  smoke,  to  the  discomfort  of 
plaintiff,  if  any  such  conditions  existed, 
and  could  have  taken  passage  on  said  trips 
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in  another  coach  free  from  such  conditions, 
and  failed  to  do  so,  you  should  find  for 
the  defendant."  We  think  the  court  erred 
in  failing  to  give  this  or  a  similar  instruc- 
tion. Indeed,  as  there  was  no  proof  that 
appellee  was  a  member  of  the  military  com- 
pany, he  could  have  left  the  car  without 
subjecting  himself  to  any  military  discipline 
or  penalty.  The  statutes  do  not  provide  a 
punishment,  except  for  enlisted  men.  No 
power  is  given  to  discipline  those  who  go  as 
mere  volunteers,  and  who  have  not  enlisted 
in  the  service  by  taking  the  obligation  re- 
quired by  law.  Upon  the  next  trial,  the 
court  should  give  the  following  instruc- 
tion: "The  court  instructs  you  that  the 
plaintiff,  Lee  Scalf,  was  not  a  member  of  the 
military  company  on  the  trip  to  and  from 
Frankfort  -on  the  occasion  mentioned  in  the 
evidence,  and  that  he  could,  without  sub- 
jecting himself  to  any  military  discipline 
or  penalty,  have  left  the  coach  which  waa 
occupied  by  him  on  said  trips.  And  if 
you  believe  from  the  evidence  that  said 
coach  was  dirty  or  filthy,  or  gave  out  of- 
fensive odors,  or  was  not  sufliciently  heat- 
ed, or  the  lamps  gave  insufficient  light,  or 
emitted  foul  and  offensive  odors,  or  that 
the  stoves  in  said  coaches  gave  out  smoke, 
to  the  discomfort  of  the  plaintiff,  if  any 
such  conditions  exii^ted,  and  that  the  plain- 
tiff on  said  trip  could  have  taken  passage 
in  another  coach  free  from  such  conditions, 
and  failed  to  do  so,  you  should  find  for 
the  defendant."  Appellee  complains  of  the 
fact  that  he  contracted  a  severe  cold  by 
reason  of  the  cars  being  insufficiently  heat- 
ed. It  appears,  however,  that,  after  his  ar- 
rival in  Frankfort,  he  marched  and  stood 
around  for  several  hours  in  the  cold  with- 
out any  overcoat  on.  It  was  therefore 
impossible  to  tell  whether  the  cold  he  con- 
tracted resulted  from  the  insufficient  heat 
of  the  car,  or  from  the  exposure  to  the 
severe  weather  then  prevailing  at  Frank- 
fort. Upon  the  next  trial,  unless  there  be 
some  evidence  that  the  cold  complained  of 
was  the  proximate  result  of  the  condition 
of  the  car,  all  evidence  of  the  cold  should 
be  excluded,  and  the  court  should  omit  from 
its  instructions  the  right  to  recover  on 
that  ground.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v. 
Wathen,  22  Ky.  L.  Rep.  82,  40  S.  W.  18.i; 
Groves  v.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  29  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  72.5,  1291,  96  S.  W.  439,  97  S.  W. 
340;  Louisville  Gas  Co.  v,  Kaufman,  103 
Ky.  13],  48  S.  W.  434. 

For  the  reasons  given,  the  judgment  is  re- 
versed, and  cause  remanded  for  a  new  trial 
consistent  with  this  opinion. 
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JOSEPH   LEBOV,  by  Next  Friend, 

▼. 

CONSOUDATED   RAILWAY    COMPANY. 


MOSES  LEBOV 

T. 

SAME. 

(203  Mass.  380,  89  TS.  E.  646.) 

Street  railway  —  driving  off  newsboy  — 
liability. 

A  conductor  in  charge  of  an  open  street 
car  is  not  guilty  of  wilful  and  wanton  con- 
duct which  will  render  the  company  liable 
therefor,  who,  upon  seeing  a  newsboy  on  the 
rnniiing  board  of  the  car  next  the  parallel 
track,  and  outside  the  protecting  bar,  gets 
opposite  him  on  the  other  side  of  the  car 
and  wares  his  hand  at  him,  commands  him 
to  get  off  the  cars,  and  steps  between  the 
seats  as  thou<i;h  to  reach  him,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  boy  jumps  oiT  when  the  car  is 
going  7  or  8  miles  an  hour,  to  his  injury. 

(October  20,   1909.) 

Fj^  XCEPTIOXS  by  plaintifTs  to  rulings  of 
J  the  Superior  Court  for  Hampshire 
County  made  during  the  trial  of  actions 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  personal 
injuries  to  plaintifT  Joseph  Lebov,  alleged 
to  hare  been  caused  by  the  alleged  wrong- 
fnl  act  of  defendant's  servant,  which  result- 
ed in  verdicts  against  both  plaintifTs.  Over- 
ruled. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Richard  W.  Irwin  for  plaintiffs. 

Messrs.  John  C.  Hammond  and  Thom- 
as J.  Hammond,  for  defendant: 

The  conductor's  request  that  the  trespass- 
ing boy  should  get  off,  even  if  said  with 
emphasis  did  not  constitute  a  wilful,  wan- 
ton, or  reckless  act. 

Gleason  v.  Worcester  Consol.  Street  R. 
Co.  184  Mass.  290,  68  N.  £.  225;  Massel' 
T.  Boston  Elev.  R.  Co.  191  Mass.  491,  If 
N.  E.  108;  West  v.  Poor,  196  Mass.  183,  11 
L.RJI.(N.S.)  936,  124  Am.  St.  Rep.  541 
81  N.  E.  960;   Sullivan  v.  Boston  Elev.  R. 


Co.  199  Mass.  73,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)    36,  84 
N.  E.  844. 

Sheldon,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  plaintiff  in  the  first-named  case,  here- 
inafter called  the  plaintiff,  was  a  trespasser 
upon  the  defendant's  car,  and  the  defend- 
ant and  its  servants  owed  him  no  other 
duty  than  to  refrain  from  wilfully  or  reck- 
lessly and  wantonly  exposing  him  to  in- 
jury. Albert  v.  Boston  Elev.  R.  Co.  186 
Mass.  210,  70  N.  E.  62,  and  cases  cited; 
Massell  v.  Boston  Elev.  B.  Co.  191  Mass. 
491,  78  N.  E.  108;  McManus  v.  Thing,  194 
Mass.  362,  80  N.  E.  487.  Those  of  our  de- 
cisions which  are  relied  on  by  the  plaintiff 
are  not  at  variance  with  this  rule.  In  Lov- 
ett  V.  Salem  &  S.  D.  R.  Co.  0  Allen,  667, 
there  was  evidence  that  the  conductor,  so 
far  as  he  could  do  so,  had  accepted  the 
plaintiff  and  his  companion  as  passengers, 
by  telling  them  to  go  on  the  front  of  the 
car.  The  plaintiff  also  testified  that  he  s.aw 
the  driver,  who  stood  by  him  on  the  front 
platform  move  his  hand,  and  thought  that 
he  felt  the  driver's  hand  or  foot  when  the 
latter  told  him  to  get  off;  and  this  would 
tend  to  show  an  assault  which  might  con- 
stitute wanton  or  reckless  conduct  of  the 
driver.  Knowlton,  Ch.  J.,  in  Bjornqiiist  v. 
Boston  &  A.  R.  Co.  185  Mass.  130,  132,  102 
Am.  St.  Rep.  332,  70  N.  E.  63.  In  Murphy  v. 
Union  R.  Co.  118  Mass.  228,  the  plaintiff 
was  not  a  trespasser,  but  a  passenger,  al- 
though, by  reason  of  his  offensive  condition, 
the  conductor  had  a  right  to  remove  him 
from  the  car.  Vinton  v.  Middlesex  R.  Co. 
11  Allen,  304,  87  Am.  Dec.  714.  In  Hudson 
V.  Lynn  &.  B.  R.  Co.  178  Mass.  64,  69  N.  E. 
647,  and  id.,  186  Mass.  610,  71  N.  E.  66,  a 
-"oovery  was  allowed  only  for  the  actual 
assault  committed  upon  the  plaintiff's  in- 
testate. In  McKeon  v.  New  York,  N.  H.  &, 
H.  R.  Co.  183  Mass.  271,  97  Am.  St.  Rep. 
437,  67  N.  E.  329,  the  defendant  was  held 
'nerely  for  the  reckless  act  of  its  brake- 
oian  in  pushing  the  plaintiff  off  its  car 
vhile  the  train  was  moving  "pretty  fast." 
So,  in  Rounds  v.  Delaware,  L.  &  W.  R.  Co. 
J4  N.  Y.  129,  21  Am.  Rep.  697,  the  plaintiff 


note.  — Duty  anil  Uability  of  street 
raUiray  company  to  newsboya  vpho 
hoard  «ir»  to  isell  papers. 

In  Blackmore  v.  Toronto  Street  R.  Co.  38 
U.  C.  Q.  B.  172,  it  was  held  that  a  boy  who 
was  Oct  on  the  car  on  a  contract  of  carriage, 
but  was  a  mere  volunteer  permitted  to  run 
through  the  street  cars  to  sell  his  newspa- 
r»r«,  could  not  recover  for  an  injury  due  to 
a  defect  in  the  car  step. 

In  Raming  v.  Metropolitan  Street  R.  Co. 
1S7  Mo.  477,  50  8.  W.  791,  57  S.  W.  268,  it 
was  held  that  a  boy  who  got  on  a  moving 
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cable  car  simply  to  sell  papers,  with  no  in- 
tention or  expectation  of  paying  fare,  was 
not  a  passenger,  and  the  carrier  was  not  un- 
der obligation  to  observe  toward  him  the 
same  decree  of  care  that  the  law  requires 
to  be  observed  toward  a  person  in  the 
hands  of  the  carrier  to  be  transported. 

Other  cases  upon  this  question  are  set 
out  in  the  case  note  to  Peterson  v.  South  & 
W.  R.  Co.  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1240,  covering 
the  broader  question  of  the  duty  of  a  car- 
rier to  one  whom  it  permits  to  enter  its 
cars  upon  his  own  business,  and  not  as  a 
passenger. 
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was  kicked  from  the  'car  by  tlie  dpfcndaiit's 
servant.  In  Aiken  v.  Holyoke  Street  R.  Co. 
184  Mass.  260,  68  N.  E.  238,  tlie  ground  of 
recovery  was  tlie  wanton  and  reckless  act  of 
the  defendant's  motorman  in  suddenly  start- 
ing his  ear  at  full  speed  around  a  curve, 
while  he  knew  that  the  plaintifT,  a  boy  less 
than  seven  years  of  age,  was  standing  in  a 
dangerous  position  upon  the  step,  and  cry- 
ing to  the  motorman  to  let  him  off.  Foley 
V.  West  End  Street  R.  Co.  195  Mass.  332, 
81  N.  E.  189,  turned  on  the  point  that  the 
jury  might  believe  the  plaintiff's  testimony, 
and  so  find  that  he  was  not  a  trespasser  on 
the  defendant's  car,  and  did  not  voluntarily 
jump  off  in  order  to  avoid  the  conductor. 
But  that  is  exactly  what  this  plaintiff  did 
do. 

But  it  is  claimed  that  the  jury  might  find 
in  this  case  that  the  conductor's  conduct 
was  wilful,  wanton,  and  reckless,  on  the 
ground  that  he  used  towards  the  plaintiff 
such  threatening  words  and  gestures  as  to 
cause,  in  the  plaintiff's  mind,  reasonable  ap- 
prehension that  the  conductor  would  imme- 
diately assault  him,  or  would  throw  him 
from  the  car  while  it  was  in  rapid  motion, 
and  that  it  was  because  of  sucli  reasonable 
apprehension  that  the  plaintiff  jumped  from 
the  car,  fell  under  it,  and  was  injured.  This 
contention  makes  it  necessary  to  consider 
the  state  of  affairs  which  was  shown  at  the 
trial. 

The  plaintiff,  at  the  corner  of  Church  and 
Chapel  streets,  apparently  a  busy  place  in 
the  city  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  jumped 
upon  an  open  street  car  of  the  defendant, 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  newspapers. 
There  was  here  a  double  track,  and  he  got 
upon  the  left  side  of  the  car,  where  an  ad- 
justable bar  was  in  place,  to  prevent  anyone 
from  entering  the  car  on  that  side.  The 
car  was  then  standing  still,  but  started  at 
once.  The  conductor,  who  was  standing  on 
the  rear  platform,  shouted  to  the  plaintiff, 
and  made  a  motion  with  his  left  hand, 
which  the  plaintiff  rightly  understood  to  be 
an  order  to  get  off  the  car.  When  the  plain- 
tiff disobeyed  this  order,  the  conductor  left 
the  platform,  went  along  the  right  side  of 
the  car  until  he  got  opposite  to  the  pUiin- 
tiff,  put  his  foot  into  the  car,  spoke  again 
to  the  plaintiff,  and  motioned  with  his 
hands.  Tlie  plaintiff  still  remained  in  his 
position;  the  conductor,  as  the  plaintiff  tes- 
tified, "was  about  to  put  his  right  foot  in, 
and  he  hollered  something  to  me  again,  and 
he  could  almost  reach  me  with  his  band, 
and  I  jumped  off."  He  further  testified  that 
the  conductor  looked  angry,  or  "mad,"  and 
that  he  thought  the  conductor  was  going  to 
push  him  off,  and  jumped  off  for  that  rea- 
son. During  the  whole  occurrence  the  con- 
ductor was  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the 
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car,  separated  from  the  plaintiff  by  the 
whole  width  of  the  ear.  Ihe  car  was  run- 
ning with  some  speed  when  the  plaintiff 
jumped. 

On  these  facts,  the  plaintiff's  contention 
cannot  be  sustained.  His  position  upon  the 
car,  standing  upon  the  running  board,  where 
by  reason  of  the  bar  he  could  not  enter  the 
car,  and  was  liable,  as  he  stood  with  his 
papers  under  his  ami,  to  be  hit  and  hurt  by 
cars  that  might  pass  upon  the  other  track, 
was  dangerous,  and  one  that  the  conductor 
ought  not  to  allow  him  to  occupy.  More- 
over, he  ought  not  to  have  been  upon  the  car 
at  all.  The  conductor's  duty  to  the  com- 
pany, as  well  as  a  proper  concern  for  the 
plaintiff's  own  safety,  required  him  to  see 
that  the  plaintiff  did  not  remain  there.  The 
language  of  the  present  chief  justice  in 
Bjornquist  v.  Boston  &  A.  R.  Co.  185  Mass. 
130,  132,  133,  134,  102  Am.  St.  Rep.  332,  70 
N.  E.  53,  is  peculiarly  applicable  here.  Nor 
did  this  conductor  use  language  even  as  vio- 
lent as  was  testified  to  in  that  case,  and 
held  to  be  insufficient  to  justify  a  finding  of 
wilful  and  wanton  conduct.  Indeed,  upon 
the  vital  question  involved,  this  case  is 
much  stronger  for  the  defendant  than  was 
that  one.  It  was  expressly  found  there,  as 
upon  the  testimony  is  claimed  to  have  been 
the  case  here,  that  the  car  was  moving  at  a 
dangerous  rate  of  speed  for  the  plaintiff. 
There  was  nothing  to  show  that  the  con- 
ductor's gesture  testified  to  was  anything 
more  than  a  waving  of  his  hand.  We  see 
nothing  in  his  conduct  which  justified,  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  a  reasonable  appre- 
hension of  violence,  or  any  other  fear  than 
that  which  arose  from  his  manifest  con- 
sciousness of  his  own  wrongdoing.  Planz  v. 
Boston  &.  A.  R.  Co.  157  Mass.  377,  381,  17 
L.R.A.  835,  32  N.  E.  356. 

In  Albert  v.  Boston  Elev.  R.  Co.  185  Mass. 
210,  70  N.  E.  52,  the  language  and  conduct 
of  the  conductor  were  very  similar  to  those 
here  testified  to.  There,  as  here,  the  con- 
ductor was  at  some  distance  from  the  plain- 
tiff. Here,  as  there,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
he  had  reason  to  expect  that  his  command 
would  cause  the  plaintiff  serious  injury. 
The  only  substantial  difference  between  the 
cases  is  that  there  it  did  not  appear  that 
the  speed  of  the  car  was  increased  or  di- 
minished after  the  plaintiff's  attempt  to  get 
on,  and  before  the  happening  of  the  acci- 
dent. But  the  natural  and  gradual  increase 
of  speed  after  starting,  within  such  limits 
as  were  here  testified  to,  was  treated  as  an 
immaterial  circumstance  in  Planz  v.  Boston 
&  A.  R.  Co.  157  Mass.  377,  380,  17  L.R.A. 
835,  32  N.  E.  356. 

The  plaintiff  in  the  case  of  Mugford  ▼. 
Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  173  Mass.  10,  62  N.  E. 
1078,  was  about  two  years  younger  than  the 
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plaintilT.  He  was  ordered  by  a  brakrinan  to 
get  otf  a  freight  train  which,  according  to 
some  of  the  evidence,  was  goingr  at  the  rate 
of  8  miles  an  hour.  The  highest  rate  of 
speed  testified  to  in  the  case  at  bar  was  7 
to  8  miles  an  hour.  The  brakeman  in  that 
case  was  as  near  to  the  plaintiff,  and  his 
gestures  were  as  threatening,  as  was  tes- 
tified to  of  the  conductor  in  this  case;  but 
that  plaintiff  was  not  allowed  to  recover. 

In  our  opinion,  these  cases  must  be  gov- 
erned by  the  rule  iaid  down  in  Albert  v. 
Boston  Kiev.  R.  Co.  185  Mass.  210,  70  N.  E. 
52^  and  Massell  v.  Boston  Elev.  R.  Co.  101 
Mass.  401,  78  N.  E.  108.  Sec  also  Antcr- 
noitz  V.  New  York,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  Co.  103 
Mass.  542,  79  N.  E.  789;  Leonard  v.  Boston 
&  A.  R.  R.  Co.  170  Mass.  318,  49  N.  E.  021; 
Sullivan  v.  Boston  Elev.  R.  Co.  190  Mass. 
73,  70,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)    30,  84  N.  E.  814. 

E.\cc':)tioiis  overruIeJ. 


NEW  YORK  COURT  OP  APPEALS. 

WILLIAM  H.  DAECY,  Respt., 
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BROOKLYN  ft  NEW  YORK  FERRY  COM- 
PANY 
nnd 
JOSEPH  J.  O'DONOHUE  et  al.,  Appts. 

(19G  N.  Y.  09,  89  N.  E.  401.) 

Corpornt'on  —  directors  ^  distribution 
of  assets  —  personal  liability. 
1.  Directors  who,  without  notice  to  cred- 
itors, sell  the  entire  corporate  property,  and 
distribute  the  purchase  money  amona;  stock- 
holders without  making  any  provision  for 
the  payment  of  debts,  are  personally  liable 
for  such  debts,  where  tUc  statute  gives  a 
right  of  action  against  tliem  for  violation  of 
their  duty,  although  the  one  purchasing  the 
property  agreed  to  assume  and  pay  the 
corporate  debts,  since  the  attempt  to  trans- 
fer the  assets  without  notice  to  creditors, 


affording  them   an  op])ortHnity  to  present 
and  collect  their  claui.s,  is  a  violation  ot 
the  duties  of  the  directors,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  statute. 
San:o  ^  assets  —  trust  fund  —  equitable 

lien  —  destruction. 

2.  The  assets  of  a  corporation  are  a  trust 
fund,  the  equitable  lien  of  the  creditor  upon 
which  cannot  bo  destroyed  by  an  agreement 
by  one  purc'iiasing  tlicm  from  the  coijiuia- 
tion  to  pay  its  debts. 

(October   19,   ICOO.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  O'Donohue  ct  al., 
from  a  judgment  of  the  Appellate  Di- 
vision of  the  Supreme  Court,  Second  Do- 
pailnicnt,  allirming  a  judgment  of  a  Spe- 
cial 'lerm  for  Kings  County  in  plaintiff's 
favor  in  an  action  brought  to  recover  in 
the  amount  of  certain  judgments  the  value 
of  certain  assets  of  the  ISrooklyn  ft  New 
York  Ferry  Company  transferred  by  the 
directors  thereof  in  alleged  violation  of  their 
duties.     Aflirmcd. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  John  Delnliuuty,  for  appellants: 

The  defendants,  as  directors  of  the  old 
company,  had  a  right  to  transfer  its  prop- 
erty to  the  new  corporation,  at  the  request 
of  H.  B.  Ilollins  ft  Company,  who  owned 
substantially  all  the  stock  in  the  old  com- 
pany. 

Holmes  ft  a.  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Holmes  ft  W. 
Metal  Co.  127  N.  Y.  252,  21  Am.  St.  Rep. 
448,  27  N.  E.  831,  approved  Elyea  v.  Le- 
high Salt  Min.  Co.  1C9  N.  Y.  33,  01' N.  E. 
992;  Cole  v.  Millerton  Iron  Co.  133  N.  Y. 
104,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  015,  30  N.  E.  847;  2 
Morawetz,  Priv.  Corp.  2d  ed.  §§  785,  790, 
705,  709 ;  Graham  v.  La  Crosse  ft  M.  R.  Co. 
102  U.  S.  148,  20  L.  ed.  106. 

If  the  defendants,  as  directors,  committed 
an  error  of  judgment,  or  made  an  innocent 
mistake  in  making  this  transfer,  they  are 
not  liable  to  the  plaintiff. 


Kote.  —  LUihiHty  of  directors  for  cor- 
porate debts  u'hcre  then  sell  the  en- 
tire corporate  propcrt'j  and  dis- 
tribute the  proceeds. 

This  note  treats  only  of  the  liability  of 
diroctors,  and  not  of  stoeklioldcrs  to  whom 
assets  have  been  transferred.  It  deals  with 
the  liability  of  directors  to  creditors  only, 
and  not  with  their  liability  to  the  corpora- 
tion itself  or  to  stockholders.  It  con- 
siders only  cases  where  all  or  substantial 
ly  all  the  assets  were  disposed  of. 

On  right  of  creditors  of  a  corporation 
which  has  transferred  all  or  substantially 
all  of  its  assets  to  another  corporation,  to 
subject  the  assets  so  transferred  to  an  equit- 
able lien  or  preference,  see  note  to  Ex  parte 
Savings   Bank,  6  L.R.A.{N.S.)    520. 

On  effect  of  consolidation,  merger,  or 
26  L.B-A.(N.S.) 


absorption  of  corporation  on  its  unsecured 
liabilities,  of  absence  of  statutory  or  con- 
tract provision  relative  thereto,  see  note 
to  Atlantic  ft  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Johnson,  11 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1119. 

It  ma.y  be  said  to  be  the  general  rule  that 
the  directors  of  a  corporation  who  dis- 
tribute all  or  substantially  all  its  asset'* 
among  themselves,  the  stockholders,  or  fav- 
ored creditors,  to  the  detriment  of  its  gener- 
al creditors,  are  personally  liable  to  refund 
the  amount  so  distributed,  up  to  the  amount 
of  the  unpaid  debts.  White,  P.  ft  P.  Mfg. 
Co.  V.  Henry  B.  Pettes  Importing  Co.  30 
Fed.  864 ;  Mills  v.  Hendershot,  70  N.  J.  E  >. 
2.'>8.  02  Atl.  642;  Gilbert  v.  Finch.  173  N. 
Y.  455,  61  L.R.A.  807,  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  023. 
60  N.  E.  133;  McTver  v.  Youn-Jt  Hardwa-o 
Co.  144  N.  C.  478,  119  Am.  St.  P.op.  970,  57 
S.  E.  109;   Re  National  Funds  Assur.  Co. 
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Symmes  v.  Union  Trust  Co.  60  Fed.  830; 
Morawetz,  Priv.  Corp.  §  553;  Cook,  Corp. 
§§  082,  703,  pp.  1614,  1093;  Van  Dyck  v. 
McQuade,  86  K.  Y.  38;  Hun  v.  Gary,  82  N. 
Y.  66,  37  Am.  Rep.  546;  Lealie  ▼.  Lorillard, 
110  N.  Y.  532,  1  L.R.A.  456,  18  N.  E.  363. 

The  plaintiff,  in  order  to  render  the  de- 
fendants liable  for  the  payment  of  his  judg- 
ment, because  of  their  acts  in  making  the 
transfer,  was  obliged  to  show  fraud  on  their 
part. 

Cook,  Corp.  p.  614,  note;  Wilson  v.  Stev- 
ens, 120  Ala.  6.30,  87  Am.  St.  Rep.  86,  29 
So.  678;  Graham  v.  La  Crosse  &  M.  R.  Co. 
supra;  Porter  v.  Pittsburg  Bessemer  Steel 
Co.  120  U.  S.  049,  30  L.  ed.  830,  7  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  1206;  Schreyer  v.  Scott,  134  U.  S.  405, 
33  L.  ed.  955,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  579,  2  Mora- 
wetz, Priv.  Corp.  §§  785,  800;  Stokes  v. 
Stokes,  23  App.  Div.  552,  48  N.  Y.  Supp. 
722. 

Messrs.  James  C.  Cropsey  and  Rnfus 
O.  Catltn,  for  respondent: 

Tlie  property  of  a  corporation  constitutes 
a  trust  fund  for  the  payment  of  its  debts, 
and  the  creditors  thereof  have  an  equitable 
lien  thereon,  and  the  right  to  priority  of 
payment  over  any  stockholder. 

Bartlett  v.  Drew,  57  N.  Y.  687;  Hastings 
V.  Drew,  76  N.  Y.  9;  Cole  v.  Millerton 
Iron  Co.  133  N.  Y.  164,  28  Am.  St.  Rep. 
615,  30  N.  E.  847;  Hurd  v.  New  York 
&  Commercial  Steam  Laundry  Co.  167  N. 
Y.  89,  60  N.  E.  327;  Stiefel  v.  New  York 
Novelty  Co.  14  App.  Div.  371,  43  N.  Y. 
Supp.-  1012 ;  Lopez  v.  Merchants  &  F.  Nat. 
Bank,  18  App.  Div.  427,  46  N.  Y.  Supp.  91; 
Ward  v.  City  Trust  Co.  117  App.  Div.  130, 
102  N.  Y.  Supp.  50. 

The  acts  of  the  individual  defendants, 
while  acting  in  their  capacity  as  directors 
of  the  Brooklyn  &  New  York  Ferry  Com- 
pany, in  authorizing  the  sale  and  transfer 


of  all  its  property  and  assets  to  a  third 
party,  and  directing  the  proceeds  of  such 
sale  to  be  paid  directly  to  the  stockholders 
of  the  company,  without  making  any  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  its  debts,  except 
by  obtaining  the  agreement  of  a  third  party 
to  assume  the  same,  was  a  violation  of 
their  duties  to  the  plaintiff,  rendering  them 
liable  for  the  amount  of  his  judgments 
against  the  company. 

Cole  v.  Millerton  Iron  Co.  and  Hurd  v. 
New  York  &  Commercial  Steam  Laundry 
Co.  supra. 

The  acquiescence  of  the  stockholders  in 
the  action  of  the  directors  will  not  avail 
the  defendants. 

Halpin  v.  Mutual  Brewing  Co.  20  App. 
Div.  583,  47  N.  Y.  Supp.  412. 

The  proof  of  actual  fraud  on  the  part 
of  the  directors  was  not  essential  to  entitle 
the  plaintiff  to  recover. 

Williams  v.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  9  Abb. 
N.  C.  419;  Gilbert  v.  Finch,  173  N.  Y.  455, 
61  L.R.A.  807,  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  623,  66  N. 
E.  133;  McClure  v.  Law,  161  N.  Y.  78, 
76  Am.  St.  Rep.  262,  55  N.  £.  388. 

Wlllard  Bartlett,  J.,  delivered  the  opin- 
ion of  the  court: 

On  November  15,  1900,  the  plaintiff  duly 
recovered  a  judgment  against  the  Brooklyn 
&  New  York  Ferry  Company  upon  a  cause 
of  action  which  had  accrued  on  the  2d  day 
of  July,  1897.  The  execution  upon  this  judg- 
ment was  returned  unsatisded.  The  plain- 
tiff found  himself  unable  to  enforce  it,  be- 
cause the  defendant  corporation  on  the  22d 
of  August,  1898,  had,  through  its  board  of 
directors,  assumed  to  sell,  assign,  and  trans- 
fer the  entire  corporate  property  to  another 
corporation  known  as  the  Brooklyn  Ferry 
Company  of  New  York,  for  $6,000,000.  The 
present   suit  was  instituted  on  the  theory 


L.  R.  10  Ch.  Div.  118;   Moxham  v.  Grant 
[1900]  1  Q.  B.  88. 

And  this  is  said  to  be  true  regardless  of 
their  motives  or  their  good  faith.  Gilbert 
V.  Finch;  Mclver  v.  Young  Hardware  Co.; 
Re  National  Funds  Assur.  Co.;  and  Mox- 
ham V.  Grant,  —  supra. 

Contra:  Lyman  v.  Bonney,  118  Mass. 
222  (holding  directors  not  liable  for  error 
of  judgment  in  not  rescrvinjf  enough  to  pay 
debts  on  dissolution  and  distiibutinn  of  as- 
sets). 

And  this  is  true  although,  at  the  time  of 
the  distribution,  the  corporation  had  no 
creditors,  and  debts  were  later  incurred. 
Moxham  v.  Grant,  supra. 

But  the  directors,  having  repaid  the 
amount  distributed  and  having  acted  in 
good  faith,  though  ultra  vires,  are  entitled 
to  indemnity  from  stockholders  who  assent- 
ed to  the  distribution  with  knowledf;e  of  the 
facts.  Moxham  v.  Grant  and  Re  National 
Funds  Assur.  Co.  supra. 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


A  director  who  has  received  most  of  the 
assets  of  a  corporation  while  insolvent,  but 
has,  in  consideration  for  the  transfer,  paid 
part  of  the  corporate  debts,  is  entitled  to  be 
subrogated  to  the  rights  of  these  creditors 
whose  claims  he  has  paid.  Mills  v.  Hender- 
shot,  supra. 

And  where  an  insolvent  corporation  is 
still  a  going  concern,  and  all  assets  then  in 
its  possession  are  attached  by  a  part  of  its 
creditors,  the  directors  are  not  personally 
liable  to  other  creditors,  as  for  a  breach  of 
trust,  because  they  sold  all  the  attached  as- 
sets for  at  least  full  value  to  one  of  the  at- 
taching creditors,  on  condition  that  he 
would  pay  the  other  attaching  creditors;  it 
appearing  that  they  had  no  means  to  fight 
the  attachments,  and  had  been  advised  by 
counsel  that  contest  would  probably  be  use- 
less. White,  P.  &  P.  Mfg.  Co.  V.  Henry  B. 
Pettes  Importing  Co.  supra. 
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that  tbe  directors  liad  violated  their  duties 
in  making  the  transfer  in  the  manner  in 
which  they  made  it,  and  hence  could  be  com- 
pelled to  satisfy  the  plaintiff's  claim.  The 
consideration  for  the  transfer  did  not  pass 
from  the  purchasing  corporation  to  the 
Brooklyn  &  New  York  Ferry  Company  or  its 
directors,  but  was  turned  over  directly  to 
the  stockholders  of  the  selling  corporation, 
and  distributed  among  them.  The  Brooklyn 
t  New  York  Ferry  Company  thereupon  im- 
mediately ceased  doing  business,  having 
thus  parted  with  all  its  franchises,  although 
no  proceedings  were  ever  taken  to  effect  a 
ilis-^olution  of  the  corporation  according  to 
law.  No  notice  of  the  transfer  was  given  to 
rreditors,  nor  was  any  property  retained  by 
the  directors  with  which  to  meet  the  plain- 
tilTs  claim  or  any  other  indebtedness  which 
mijrht  legally  be  established  against  the  cor- 
poration. At  the  time  of  the  transfer,  how- 
ever, tbe  purchasing  corporation  did  agree 
to  assume  all  the  then  existing  debts  and 
liabilities  of  the  selling  corporation.  This 
afrreement  was  the  sole  provision  made  by 
the  directors  for  the  payment  of  the  cred- 
itors of  the  corporation  which  they  repre- 
sented. 

The  narrative  of  the  transaction  leaves  no 
doubt  that  what  the  directors  of  the  Brook- 
lyn k  New  Y'ork  Ferry  Company  sought  to 
bring  about  was  a  voluntary  dissolution  of 
the  corporation,  and  the  distribution  of  its 
assets,  without  taking  the  steps  to  that  end 
which  are  prescribed  by  law.  Notwithstand- 
in*;  their  failure  to  proceed  under  the  stat- 
ute, they  contend  that  a  creditor  of  a  cor- 
poration has  no  standing  to  compel  them  to 
pay  a  claim  of  which  they  were  ignorant  at 
the  time  of  the  transfer  of  the  corporate 
property,  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  actual 
fraud  on  their  part.  It  is  true  that  there 
is  no  allegation  or  finding  of  fraud;  but 
there  is  evidence  that  the  officers  of  the  com- 
pany had  knowledge  of  the  injury  to  the 
plaintiff  which  was  the  basis  of  his  claim. 
The  liability  of  the  directors  is  predicated, 
not  on  the  ground  that  their  action  in  mak- 
ing the  transfer  was  fraudulent,  but  upon 
the  proposition  that  it  is  a  violation  of 
doty  on  the  part  of  the  directors  of  a  cor- 
poration, to  devest  it  of  all  its  property 
without  afTording  a  reasonable  opportunity 
to  its  creditors  to  present  and  enforce  their 
claims  before  the  transfer  shall  become  ef- 
fective. This  is  the  proposition  involved  in 
the  judgment  in  this  case,  which  we  are 
•sked  to  reverse.  We  think  it  is  sound  in 
•aw,  and  should  be  upheld. 

There  is  express  statutory  authority  for 
the  maintenance  of  an  action  by  a  creditor 
of  a  corporation  against  its  directors,  to 
"mpel  them  to  pay  the  value  of  any  prop- 
erty which  they  have  transferred  to  others 
2C  UtA.(N.S.) 


by  a  violation  of  their  dutic!!.  Code  Civ. 
Proc.  §§  a781,  1782,  substantially  re-enacted 
in  1909,  as  §§  90  and  91  of  the  general 
corporation  law  (Consol.  Laws,  chap.  23). 
The  assets  of  a  corporation  constitute  a 
trust  fund  for  the  payment  of  its  debts. 
Bartlett  v.  Drew,  67  N.  Y.  587.  A  creditor 
cannot  be  deprived  of  his  equitable  lien 
thereon  by  an  agreement  between  the  cor- 
poration and  a  transferee  of  the  property 
that  the  latter  shall  assume  and  pay  all  the 
corporate  debts.  The  consent  of  the  credi- 
tor to  accept  the  substituted  debtor  is  essen- 
tial to  make  such  an  agreement  valid  as 
against  him.  Hence  the  fact  that  the 
Brooklyn  Ferry  Company  of  New  York 
agreed  with  the  Brooklyn  &  New  York  Ferry 
Company  to  assume  all  the  debts  of  the 
latter  did  not  justify  the  directors  of  the 
selling  corporation  in  disposing  of  its  assets 
without  making  some  other  provision  for 
the  payment  of  its  creditors.  The  plaintiff 
was  left  in  the  position  of  the  creditor  so 
aptly  described  by  Werner,  J.,  in  Hurd  v. 
New  York  A  Commercial  Steam  Laundry  Co. 
167  N.  Y.  89,  95,  60  N.  E.  327,  328:  "When 
he  demands  payment  of  his  claim,  he  is  re- 
ferred to  the  empty  shell  which  is  all  that  is 
left  of  the  live  corporation  whose  tangible 
assets  constituted  a  trust  fund  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debt,  at  the  time  of  its  cre- 
ation." It  is  not  necessary  to  determine 
precisely  what  the  directors  of  a  corpora- 
tion must  do  in  order  to  protect  themselves 
against  liability  when  they  undertake  to 
devest  it  of  all  its  property,  and  practically 
dissolve  it,  without  taking  the  proceedings 
for  a  voluntary  dissolution  which  are  pre- 
scribed by  law.  For  the  purposes  of  the 
present  case,  it  is  enough  to  say  that  they 
were  bound  to  give  some  notice  to  creditors 
of  the  proposed  transfer,  and  they  gave  none 
whatever.  We  think  that  their  failure  to 
do  80  was  "a  violation  of  their  duties,"  un- 
der subdivision  2  of  §  1781  of  tbe  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,,  and  rendered  them  liable 
to  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  of  the  cltcim 
which  he  established  against  the  corpora- 
tion as  having  accrued  before  the  transfer. 
The  motives  which  induced  the  omission  are 
immaterial.  The  entire  assets  could  not 
lawfully  be  set  over  by  the  selling  corpora- 
tion to  the  purchasing  corporation,  until 
some  sort  of  opportunity  had  been  given  to 
the  creditors  of  the  latter  to  present  and  en- 
force their  claims.  The  neglect  to  afford 
this  opportunity  is  what  constituted  a  vio- 
lation of  the  directors'  duties,  and  it  mat- 
ters not  that  they  may  have  supposed  they 
were  not  required  to  do  any  more  than  they 
did  for  the  protection  of  creditors.  The 
case  is  quite  different  from  Stokes  v.  Stokes, 
23  App.  Div.  552,  48  N.  Y.  Supp.  722,  relied 
upon  by  the  appellants.    That  was  an  action 
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under  the  lat  cubdivision  of  §  1781  of  the 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  and  was  based  upon 
a  charge  of  official  misconduct  against  the 
directors  of  a  corporation.  There,  it  was 
held  that,  in  view  of  the  character  of  the 
action,  it  was  necessary  to  show  something 
more  than  the  mere  impropriety  or  unlaw- 
fulness of  the  acts  charged.  Here,  however, 
we  have  an  action  under  the  2d  subdivision 
of  §  1781,  founded  simply  upon  a  violation 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  directors  of  the 
defendant  corporation.  Their  omission  to 
make  adequate  provision  for  the  protection 
of  the  creditors  was  proof  of  their  derelic- 
tion, and  good  faith  constitutes  no  defense. 
Indeed,  business  men  have  little  cause  for 
complaint  when,  as  in  this  case,  they  find 
themselves  in  trouble  because  tliey  have  at- 
tempted to  accomplish  privately  what  the 
law  contemplates  shall  only  be  accomplished 
publicly,  namely,  the  voluntary  dissolution 
of  a  Corporation.  The  judgment  enforces  a 
sound  lesson  in  business  morals,  and  should 
be  afiBrmcd,  with  costs. 

CuIIen,  Ch.  J.,  and  Edward  T.  iJart- 
lett,  Werner,  Htacock,  and  Chase,  JJ., 
concur.    Graj,  J.,  absent. 


okijAiioma  supreme  court. 

bolen-darnall  coal  company, 

Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

ROBERT   KIRK, 


(—  Okla. 


106  Pac.  813.) 


Removal  of  cause  — Jurisdiction  estate 

courts. 

Where  a  proper  petition  for  removal  and 
bond  are  filed  in  a  state  court  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  a  cause  to  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  and  such  peti- 
tion is  denied  by  the  state  dourt,  and  there- 
after the  party  desiring  the  removal  files  a 
transcript  of  the  record  in  said  circuit  court, 
whereupon  the  party  opposing  the  removal 
filed  a  motion  in  said  United  States  circuit 
court  to  remand  said  cause  to  the  state 
court,  which  motion  to  remand  was  over- 
ruled, the  question  of  removability  being  a 
Federal  question,  the  state  court  in  such  o 
case  should  withhold  its  further  jiirisdic 
tion,    upon    formal   objection    before    trial, 

Headnote  by  Kane,  Ch.  J. 

Note.  —  The  question  discussed  in  the 
foresfoing  opinion  seems  to  be  so  thoroughly 
Bottled  bv  Chesapeake  &  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Cabe,  213  U.  S.  207,  53  L.  ed.  765,  20  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  430,  which  is  there  quoted  at 
length,  as  to  render  further  citation  of  caser 
on  the  point  unnecessary. 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  foregoing  facts  being  brought  to  itl  At- 
tention by  the  objecting  party. 

(November  10,   1909.) 

ERROR  to  the  District  Court  for  Pitts- 
burg County  to  review  a  judgment  in 
plaintiff's  favor  and  to  obtain  dismissal  of 
the  cause  which  was  alleged  to  have  been 
removed  to  and  finally  adjudicated  in  a  Fed- 
eral court.    Appeal  disn)issed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Stuart  &  Gordon  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

Messrs. .  J.  G.  Harley  and  Fielding 
Lewis  for  defendant  in  error. 

Kane,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  record  shows  that 
on  the  27th  day  of  December,  1907,  the  de- 
fendant file<l  in  the  trial  court  its  petition 
for  removal  of  said  cause  to  the  United 
States  circuit  court  for  the  eastern  district 
of  the  state  of  Oklahoma,  with  a  good  and 
sufficient  bond ;  that  after  due  notice  the  ap- 
plication for  removal  came  on  to  be  heard 
on  the  6th  day  of  January,  1908,  and  the 
court,  having  seen  the  petition  and  bond, 
approved  the  bond,  and  disallowed  and-  dis- 
missed the  petition,  and  refused  to  transmit 
said  cause  to  said  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  ruling  the  defend- 
ant excepted;  that  on  the  9th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1008,  said  defendant  filed  with  the  clerk 
of  the  United  States  circuit  court  for  the 
eastern  district  of  Oklahoma,  at  Muskogee, 
a  full  and  complete  transcript  of  the  record 
in  said  cause,  duly  certified  to  by  the  clerk 
of  the  district  court  of  Pittsburg  county; 
that  thereupon  the  attorneys  for  said  plain- 
tiff were  duly  notified  that  the  transcript  of 
the  record  in  said  cause  had  been  filed  with 
the  clerk  of  the  United  States  court,  as 
aforesaid;  that  thereafter,  on  the  18th  day 
of  April,  1908,  the  defendant  filed  in  said 
district  court  of  Pittsburg  county  its  amend- 
ed answer  to  the  complaint  of  the  plaintiff; 
that  on  the  27th  day  of  April,  1008,  the 
plaintiff  filed  a  reply  to  the  answer  of  de- 
fendant; that  on  the  28th  day  of  April, 
1908,  the  defendant  filed  in  said  district 
court  its  protest  against  the  trial  of  said 
cause  in  said  state  court,  upon  the  ground 
that  on  the  27th  day  of  December,  1907,  in 
accordance  with  law,  it  filed  in  said  court 
its  petition  and  bond  for  removal  of  said 
cause  to  the  United  States  circuit  court  for 
the  eastern  district  of  the  state  of  Okla- 
lioma;  that  said  district  court,  after  exam- 
ining into  the  petition  for  removal,  refused 
the  same,  and  thereupon  dismissed  said  peti- 
tion; that  thereafter,  on  the  9th  day  of 
■Japuary,  1908,  defendant  caused  a  complete 
transcript   of   all  the   proceedings  in  said 
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cause  to  be  filed  in  the  United  States  circuit 
court  for  the  eastern  district  of  the  Indian 
territory,  at  Muskogee;  that  after  said 
transcript  was  filed  in  said  United  States 
circuit  court  as  aforesaid,  the  plaintiff 
moved  said  circuit  court  to  remand  said 
cause  to  the  state  court,  which  motion  upon 
hearing  was  overruled,  and  the  said  circuit 
court  accordingljr  assumed  full  and  complete 
jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine  said 
cause;  that  said  state  court,  after  having 
seen  and  beard  said  protest  and  being  fully 
advised  in  the  premises,  did  overrule  the 
same,  to  Trbich  action  the  defendant  then 
and  there,  in  open  court,  excepted;  that  on 
the  27th  day  of  April,  1908,  after  a  trial  of 
said  cause  in  said  state  court,  the  jury  re- 
turned its  verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  assessed  his  damage  in  the  sum  of  $2,- 
000,  upon  which  verdict  judgment  was  duly 
entered.  Thereafter  the  defendant  below, 
plaintiff  in  error  here,  commenced  its  pro- 
ceeding in  error  in  this  court  to  Tfiverae  the 
judgment  of  the  court  below,  and  filed  in 
this  court  its  motion  to  dismiss,  supported 
by  an  affidavit,  to  which  is  attached  a  cer- 
tified copy  of  a  judgment,  showing  that  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  after  as- 
suming jurisdiction  of  said  cause  and  re- 
fusing to  remand  the  same  to  the  state 
court,  did  on  the  21st  day  of  September, 
1909,  at  its  regular  session  in  the  city  of 
McAlester,  state  of  Oklahoma,  render  judg- 
ment of  dismissal  in  said  cause  at  the  cost 
of  plaintiff,  with  prejudice  to  any  further 
action  of  plaintiff  against  the  defendant  on 
account  of  the  matter  and  things  set  forth 
in  his  petition.  Upon  the  foregoing  facts 
the  plaintiff  in  error  moves  this  court  that 
a  judgment  be  entered  herein  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiff  in  error  and  against  the  defend- 
ant in  error,  dismissing  this  cause  and  re- 
versing and  setting  aside  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  herein  rendered,  and  ren- 
dering judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  in 
error,  and  against  the  defendant  in  error, 
and  for  costs  in  this  cause. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  case  of  Ches-npeake 
*  0.  R.  Co.  v.  McCabe,  213  U.  S.  207,  53  L. 
ed.  766,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  430,  is  in  point  on 
the  proposition  raised  by  the  motion  of 
counsel  for  plaintiff  in  error,  and  sustains 
their  contention.  The  question  arose  in 
that  case  in  error  to  the  court  of  appeals  of 
the  state  of  Kentucky,  to  review  a  judgment 
of  the  Mason  county  circuit  court  in  that 
state,  in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action  to 
recover  damages  for  the  negligent  killing  of 
plaintiff's  intestate.  The  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Railway  Company  filed  a  motion  to  re- 
move the  action  to  the  the  United  States 
circuit  court  for  the  eastern  district  of  Ken- 
tucky. The  petition  was  granted,  and  the 
clerk  of  the  court  was  directed  to  make  up 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  record  in  said  cause  for  transmission  to 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States.  The 
plaintiff  in  the  case  excepted  to  the  order, 
and  subsequently  made  a  motion  to  set  it 
aside,  which  was  denied.  An  appeal  from 
the  order  to  the  court  of  appeals  was  imme- 
diately granted,  and  that  court  reversed  and 
remanded  the  ease  for  trial.  The  trial  was 
had,  and  the  jury  instructed  by  the  court  to 
find  in  favor  of  the  defendant.  This  judg- 
ment was  reversed  by  the  court  of  appeals. 
Another  trial  was  had,  resulting  in  a  ver- 
dict for  plaintiff,  which  judgment  was  sus- 
tained by  the  court  of  appeals.  To  this 
judgment  the  writ  of  error  was  taken.  The 
record  further  shows  that  after  the  appeal 
from  the  order  of  removal,  plaintiff  in  error 
filed  a  transcript  of  the  record  in  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern 
district  of  Kentucky,  and  the  case  was  duly 
docketed.  After  the  decision  of  the  court 
of  appeals  of  Kentucky  reversing  the  order 
of  the  Mason  county  circuit  court,  removing 
the  case  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  plaintiff  filed  in  the  latter  court  a 
motion  to  remand  the  case  (o  the  state  court. 
On  October  19,  1903,  that  motion  was  over- 
ruled. Thereafter  the  Chesapeake  &,  Ohio 
Railway  Company  filed  in  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  its  answer  to  the  peti- 
tion of  the  plaintiff,  and  on  motion  of  the 
latter  the  cause  was  set  down  for  trial  April 
12th.  On  the  latter  date  the  Chesapeake 
k  Ohio  Railway  Company  moved  for  judg- 
ment of  dismissal  of  the  suit  on  the  face  of 
the  pleadings.  This  motion  was  granted, 
and  also  a  demurrer  was  sustained  to  the 
petition,  and  judgment  rendered.  On  No- 
vember 17,  1903,  plaintiff  in  error  offered 
for  filing  an  answer  in  the  Mason  county 
circuit  court,  which  set  up  the  petition  for 
removal,  and  the  order  thereon,  removing 
the  cause  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  the  filing  in  the  latter  court  of  the 
transcript  of  the  record,  and  the  docketing 
of  the  cause  the  13th  day  of  January,  1902. 
The  answer  alleged  also  that,  on  motion  of 
the  defendants,  a  rule  was  issued  against 
the  plaintiff  to  show  cause  why  she  should 
not  be  required  to  give  bond  for  costs,  or 
make  a  deposit  of  money  in  lieu  thereof; 
that  the  plaintiff  filed  a  response  thereto, 
and,  after  the  decision  of  the  court  of  ap- 
peals of  Kentucky,  reversing  the  order  re- 
moving the  cause  to  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States,  appeared  by  her  counsel 
in  the  latter  court,  filed  a  petition  to  re- 
mand the  case  to  the  state  court,  which  mo- 
tion was  denied.  The  motion  to  file  the 
answer  was  denied  by  the  state  court,  but  by 
order  of  the  court  it  was  made  part  of  the 
record.  Notwithstanding  the  judgment  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  dis- 
missing the  action,  the  case  remained  on  the 
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docket  of  the  state  court,  and,  before  it  was 
called  for  trial  again,  the  defendants  there- 
in tendered  an  amended  answer,  setting  out 
all  the  proceedings  in  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States,  attaching  thereto  copies 
of  the  judgments  of  that  court,  and  alleging 
that  they  were  in  force  and  effect  unre- 
versed, and  pleaded  the  same  to  plaintifTs 
recovery  against  them,  and  each  of  them,  in 
said  action.  The  court  refused  to  let  the 
answer  be  filed,  but  ordered  that  it  be  made 
part  of  the  record. 

The  question  of  law  presented  by  the  fore- 
going statement,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Justice 
Day,  who  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
was:  "The  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  having  taken  jurisdiction  of  the  case 
upon  the  removal,  and  having  refused  to  re- 
mand it,  and  proceeded  to  final  judgment, 
should  the  state  court,  when  tliat  judgment 
was  offered  to  be  pleaded  before  it,  have 
given  effect  to  the  judgment?  Tliat  is  the 
Federal  question  presented  in  this  case." 

After  reviewing  the  statutes  governing  re- 
movals and  the  authorities  construing  the 
same.  Justice  Day  continues:  "It  is  appar- 
ent that  these  provisions  are  intended  to 
confer  jurisdiction  upon  the  United  States 
circuit  court  to  determine  for  itself  flie  re- 
movability of  a  given  cause,  and  it  has  been 
accordingly  held  in  this  court  that,  notwith- 
standing the  refusal  of  the  state  court  to  re- 
move the  case,  the  party  desiring  the  re- 
moval may  file  a  transcript  of  the  record  in 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
if  the  case  was  a  removable  one,  it  is  imma- 
terial that  the  state  court  has  denied  the 
petition  for  removal.  Kern  v.  Huidekoper, 
103  U.  S.  485,  26  L.  ed.  354,  and  cases  there- 
in cited.  And  it  was  held  in  Madisonvillc 
Traction  Co.  v.  St.  Bernard  Min.  Co.  190 
i:.  S.  239,  49  L.  ed.  462,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
251,  that,  notwithstanding  the  refusal  of  the 
state  court  to  make  an  order  of  removal,  the 
controversy  being  removable  to  the  United 
States  circuit  court,  that  court  might  pro- 
tect its  jurisdiction  by  injunction  against 
further  proceedings  in  the  state  court.  In 
view  of  these  provisions  of  the  statute,  and 
the  decisions  of  this  court  construing  the 
same,  we  think  it  was  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress to  confer  upon  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  a  right  to  determine  the 
removability  of  a  cause,  independently  of 
the  jurisdiction  and  determination  of  the 
state  courts.  And  while  it  is  true  that, 
when  the  judgment  of  a  state  court  is  un- 
der consideration,  it  may  properly  be  held 
that  the  courts  of  the  state  are  not  obliged 
to  surrender  their  jurisdiction  until  a  peti- 
tion is  filed  making  a  proper  ground  for 
removal,  it  does  not  follow  that,  when  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  is  invoked,  its  judgment, 
26  L.R.A.(X.S  ) 


holding  a  case  removable  and  rendering  a 
final  judgment  therein,  can  be  disregarded 
by  the  state  court,  where  it  is  properly  set 
up  before  judgment,  as  was  done  in  the  pres- 
ent case.  .  .  .  The  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  having  an  independent  juris- 
diction to  determine  the  removability  of  the 
cause,  what  is  the  proper  procedure  when, 
as  has  sometime  happened,  the  Federal 
court  differs  from  the  state  court  upon  this 
question?  This  question  was  dealt  with  in 
Baltimore  &  O.  R.  Co.  y.  Koontz,  104  U.  S. 
5,  15,  26  L.  ed.  643,  646,  wherein  Mr.  Cliief 
Justice  Waite,  speaking  for  the  court,  said: 
'The  right  to  remove  is  derived  from  a  law 
of  the  United  States,  and  whether  a  ease 
is  made  for  removal  is  a  Federal  question. 
If,  after  a  case  has  been  made,  the  state 
court  forces  the  petitioning  party  to  trial 
and  judgment,  and  the  highest  court  of  the 
state  sustains  the  judgment  he  is  entitled 
to  his  writ  of  error  to  this  court  if  he  saves 
the  question  on  the  record.  If  a  reversal 
is  had  here  on  account  of  that  error,  the 
case  is  sent  back  to  the  state  court,  with 
instructions  to  recognize  the  removal,  and 
proceed  no  further.  Such  was,  in  effect,  the 
order  in  Gordon  v.  Longest,  16  Pet.  97,  10 
L.  ed.  900.  The  petitioning  party  has  the 
right  to  remain  in  the  state  court  under 
protest,  and  rely  on  this  form  of  remedy  if 
he  chooses,  or  he  may  enter  the  record  in 
the  circuit  court  and  require  the  adverse 
party  to  litigate  witn  him  there,  even  while 
the  state  court  is  going  on.  This  was  ac- 
tually done  in  Removal  Cases,  100  U.  S.  457, 
25  L.  ed.  593.  When  the  suit  is  docketed  in 
the  circuit  court,  the  adverse  party  may 
move  to  remand.  If  his  motion  is  decided 
against  him,  he  may  save  his  point  on  the 
record,  and,  after  final  judgment,  bring  the 
case  here  for  review,  if  the  amount  involved 
is  sufficient  for  our  jurisdiction.  If,  in  such 
a  case,  we  think  bis  motion  should  have 
been  granted,  we  reverse  the  judgment  of 
the  circuit  court,  and  direct  that  the  suit 
be  sent  back  to  the  state  court,  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with  there  as  if  no  removal  had  been 
had.  If  the  motion  to  remand  is  decided  by 
the  circuit  court  against  the  petitioning 
party,  he  can  at  once  bring  the  case  here  by 
writ  of  error,  or  appeal  for  a  review  of  that 
decision,  without  regard  to  the  amount  in 
controversy.  Babbitt  v.  Clark,  103  U.  S. 
600,  26  L.  ed.  507.  If,  in  such  a  case,  we  re- 
verse the  order  of  the  circuit  court  to  re- 
mand, our  instructions  to  that  court  are, 
as  in  Relfe  v.  Bundle  (Life  Asso.  of  Amer- 
ica y.  Bundle)  103  U.  S.  222,  26  L.  ed.  337, 
to  proceed  according  to  law,  as  with  a  pend- 
ing suit  within  its  jurisdiction  by  remov- 
al.' " 

Justice  Day  continued:   'Trom  these  de- 
cisions it  is  apparent  that,  while  the  peti- 
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tioner,  in  the  event  of  an  adverse  decision 
in   the    state   court,    may   remain   in   that 


court,  and,  after  a  final  judgment  therein, 
bring  the  case  here  for  review,  he  is  not 
obliged  to  do  80.  He  may  file  the  record  in 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  as 
was  said  by  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Waite,  while 
the  case  is  going  on  in  the  state  court.  The 
Federal  statute  then  gives  to  the  United 
States  circuit  court  jurisdiction  to  deter- 
mine the  question  of  removability,  and  it 
has  the  power,  not  given  to  the  state  court, 
to  protect  its  jurisdiction,  notwithstanding 
§  720  of  the  Revised  Statutes  (U.  S.  Comp. 
Stat.  1901,  p.  581),  by  an  injunction  against 
further  proceedings  in  the  state  courts. 
Madisonville  Traction  Co.  v.  St.  Bernard 
Min.  Co.  supra.  In  order  to  prevent  un- 
seemly conflict  of  jurisdiction  it  would  seem 
that  the  state  court  in  such  cases  should 
withhold  its  further  exercise  of  jurisdiction 
until  the  decision  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  is  reviewed  in  this  court.  If 
the  Federal  jurisdiction  is  not  sustained, 
the  case  will  be  remanded,  with  instructions 
that  it  be  sent  back  to  the  state  court  as  if 
no  removal  had  been  had.  Baltimore  &  O. 
R.  Co.  V.  Koontz,  supra.  Conceding  that, 
except  for  the  principle  of  comity,  the  state 
court  may  decide  the  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion for  itself,  in  the  absence  of  an  injunc- 
tion from  the  Federal  court  in  aid  of  its 
own  jurisdiction,  or  a  writ  of  certiorari  re- 
quiring the  state  court  to  surrendA  the 
record  under  the  act  of  1875,  is  the  state 
court  obliged  to  give  effect  to  the  judgment 
of  the  United  States  circuit  court,  from 
which  no  writ  of  error  is  taken,  and  ren- 
dered in  the  Federal  court  after  it  has  sus- 
tained its  own  jurisdiction  and  refused  to 
remand  the  action?  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  question  is  a  Federal  one,  and  that 
the  state  court  is  given  no  right  to  review 
or  control  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Federal  court,  we  think  that  such  Fed- 
eral judgment  cannot  be  ignored  in  the  state 
court  as  one  absolutely  void  for  want  of 
jurisdiction,  and  that  such  judgment,  until 
reversed  by  a  proper  proceeding  in  this 
court,  is  binding  upon  the  parties,  and  must 
be  given  force  when  set  up  in  the-  action. 
This  tiew  is  sustained  in  the  former  deci- 
sions of  this  court  upon  the  subject.  In 
Des  'Moines  Nav.  &  R.  Co.  v.  Iowa  Home- 
stead Co.  123  U.  S.  552,  31  L.  ed.  202,  8 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  217,  this  court  considered  the 
effect  of  a  judgment  rendered  in  the  Federal 
court  upon  removal  from  the  state  courts 
In  that  case  it  appeared  that  the  Federal 
court  ought  not  in  fact  to  have  taken  juris- 
diction, for  it  appeared  upon  the  face  of  the 
record  that  some  of  the  defendants  who  did 
not  join  in  the  petition  for  removal  were 
citizens  of  the  same  state  as  the  plaintifT. 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


The  state  court  of  Iowa  refused  to  give  ef- 
fect to  the  judgment  of  the  Federal  court, 
and  its  judgment  was  reversed.  Mr.  Chief 
Justice  Waite,  speaking  for  the  court,  said 
(123  U.  S.  559) :  'Whether  in  such  a  case 
the  suit  could  be  removed  was  a  question 
for  the  circuit  court  to  decide  when  it  was 
called  on  to  take  jurisdiction.  If  it  kept 
the  case  when  it  ought  to  have  been  remand- 
ed, or  if  it  proceeded  to  adjudicate  on  mat- 
ters in  dispute  between  two  citizens  of  Iowa, 
when  it  ought  to  have  confined  itself  to 
those  between  the  citizens  of  Iowa  and  the 
citizens  of  New  York,  its  final  decree  in  the 
suit  could  have  been  reversed  on  appeal  as 
erroneous,  but  the  decree  would  not  have 
been  a  nullity.  To  determine  whether  the 
suit  was  removable  in  whole  or  in  part,  or 
not,  was  certainly  within  the  power  of  the 
circuit  court.  The  decision  of  that  question 
was  the  exercise,  and  the  rightful  exercise, 
of  jurisdiction,  no  matter  whether  in  favor 
of  or  against  taking  the  cause.  Whether 
its  decision  was  right,  in  this  or  any  other 
respect,  was  to  be  finally  determined  by  this 
court  on  appeal.'  .  .  .  Applying  these 
principles  to  the  case  at  bar,  we  think  the 
state  court  erred  in  refusing  to  give  effect 
to  the.  judgment  set  up  in  the  answer  off- 
ered in  the  state  court.  When  the  applica- 
tion for  removal  was  made  in  the  state  cir- 
cuit court,  that  court  held  the  case  remov- 
able, and  the  record  was  filed  in  the  Federal  ' 
court.  Afterwards  that  court,  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  the  plaintiff,  refused  to  remand 
the  suit,  and  proceeded  to  a  final  determina- 
tion thereof,  and  rendered  judgment  accord- 
ingly. It  is  not  necessary  to  determine 
whether  the  case  was  removable  or  not. 
The  Federal  court  was  given  jurisdiction  to 
determine  that  question;  it  did  determine 
it,  and  its  judgment  was  conclusive  upon 
the  parties  before  it  until  reversed  by  a 
proper  proceeding  in  this  court.  Instead  of 
bringing  the  case  here,  the  plaintiff  proceed- 
ed in  the  state  court,  and  that  court  denied 
effect  to  the  Federal  judgment.  The  plain- 
tiff in  error  lost  no  right  when  thus  com- 
pelled to  remain  in  the  state  court,  notwith- 
standing the  Federal  judgment  in  its  favor, 
and  brought  the  suit  here  by  writ  of  error 
to  the  final  judgment  of  the  state  court, 
denying  its  right  secured  by  the  Federal 
judgment.  It  was  open  to  the  plaintiff  to 
bring  the  adverse  decision  of  the  Federal 
court  on  the  question  of  jurisdiction  to  tliis 
court  for  review.  This  course  was  not  pur- 
sued, but  the  action  proceeded  in  the  state 
court,  evidently  upon  the  theory  that  the 
judgment  of  the  Federal  court  was  a  nullity 
if  it  had  erred  in  taking  jurisdiction.  For 
the  reasons  stated  we  think  this  hypothesis 
is  not  maintainable." 

If  we  understand  the  foregoing  decision, 
18 
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the  question  of  removability  being  a  Fed- 
eral question,  tlie  circuit  of  the  United 
States  had  complete  jurisdiction  to  pass  up- 
on it,  and  its  ruling  thereon  was  conclusive 
upon  tho  parties  before  it  until  it  was  re- 
versed by  a  proper  proceeding  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States.  The 
state  court  in  such  a  case  should  withhold 
its  further  exercise  of  jurisdiction  until  the 
decision  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  was  reviewed  by  the  Supreme  Court. 
If  the  Federal  jurisdiction  was  not  sus- 
tained, the  case  would  then  be  remanded, 
with  instructions  that  it  be  sent  back  to 
the  state  court  as  if  no  removal  had  been 
had.  Applying  the  same  rule  to  this  court, 
it  follows  that  this  court,  upon  the  showing 
made  in  the  motion  to  dismiss,  should  give 
effect  to  the  judgment  of  dismissal  of  the 
United  States  circuit  court,  as  that  judg- 
ment is  also  conclusive  upon  the  parties  be- 
fore it  until  reversed  by  a  ^proper  proceed- 
ing in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  appeal  in 
this  cause  shall  be  dismissed,  and  the  cause 
remanded  to  the  court  below,  with  instruc- 
tions to  recognize  the  proceedings  in  the 
United  States  circuit  court,  and  to  proceed 
no  further  unless  the  cause  is  again  re- 
manded to  it  by  the  Federal  court. 

Dunn,  Williams,  Hayes,  and  Turner, 

JJ.,  concur. 


KANSAS    SUPREME    COURT. 

ANGELL   MATTHEWSOX,    Plff.    in    Err., 

V. 

JAMES  NEEDHAM. 
(81  Kan.  340,  105  Pac.  430.) 

Bankruptcy  —  dtscliarice  —  effect. 

1.  The  effect  of  a  discharge  in  bankruptcy 
is  to  extinguish  a  pre-existing  debt,  and  not 
merely  to  bar  the  remedy  thereof. 

Same  —  revival  of  debt  — part  payment. 

2.  The  moral  obligation  to  pay  the  former 
indebtedness  is  a  sufficient  consideration  for 
a  new  promise,  but,  in  order  to  revive  a  lia- 
bility upon  a  claim  discharged  in  bankrupt- 
cy, there  must  be  an  express  promise  to  pay 
tiie  specific  debt.  'A  promise  cannot  be  im- 
plied from  the  fact  of  part  payment  or  other 
circumstances. 

(December  11,  1909.)' 

ERROR  to  the  District  Court  for  Labette 
County  to  review  a  judgment  in  plain- 
tiff's favor  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 

lleadnoten  bv  PORTER,  J. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  amount  of  a  debt  discharged  in  bank- 
ruptcy, '  but  alleged  to  have  been  revived. 
Reversed. 

Statement  by  Porter,  J.i 

On  the  0th  day  of  October,  1897,  James 
Needham  recovered  a  judgment  against  An- 
gell  Matthewson  for  $1,402.  After  its  ren- 
dition, the  defendant  filed  in  the  United 
States  district  court  for  the  district  of 
Kansas  his  petition  in  voluntary  bank- 
ruptcy, and  on  the  30th  day  of  August, 
1890,'  was  discharged  from  all  debts  and 
claims  provable  against  him.  No  execution 
was  ever  issued  on  the  judgment,  and  it 
became  dormant  in  1003.  On  December  30, 
1007,  plaintiff  brought  this  action  against 
Matthewson  to  recover  the  amount  of  the 
judgment  and  interest,  alleging  that  cer- 
tain payments  had  been  made  by  the  defend- 
ant on  the  judgment  during  1000  and  1007, 
and,  at  the  time  of  the  payments,  the  de- 
fendant had  promised  and  agrsed  to  pay  the 
balance  of  the  judgment,  and  had  failed  to 
do  so.  The  Miswer,  in  addition  to  a  gen- 
eral denial,  set  up  the  discharge  in  bank- 
ruptcy, and  alleged  that  the  plaintiff  was 
notified  of  the  proceedings  therein,  and 
failed  to  file  with  the  referee  his  judgment 
claim.  There  was  little  controversy  in 
the  testimony.  In  substance,  it  is  that  in 
1000  the  plaintiff  returned  to  Parsons  after 
an  absence  of  several  years,  and  found  that 
Mattliewson's  bank,  in  which  his  money 
had  been  deposited,  had  failed,  that  his 
claim  had  been  reduced   «,o  judgment,  and 


Sote.  —  Effect  of  partial  payment  to- 
revire  debt  after  a  diacharoe  in  bank' 
ruptcy. 

While  it  is  well  settled,  in  this  country  at 
least,  that  the  moral  obligation  of  the  debtor 
to  pay  a  debt  which  has  been  discharged  in 
bankruptcy  is  sufficient  to  support  an  ex- 
press and  distinct  promise  to  do  so,  with- 
out any  new  consideration,  it  is  equally  well 
settled  that  partial  payments  are  not  suffi- 
cient of  themselves  to  revive  a  debt  so  dis- 
charged, nor  to  establish  a  new  promise  to 
pav  the  some.  Allen  v.  Ferguson,  18  Wall. 
1,  21  L.  ed.  854;  Griel  v.  Solomon,  82  Ala. 
85,  60  Am.  Rep.  733,  2  So.  322;  Willetts  v. 
Cotherson,  3  111.  App.  644;  Wilson  v.J^Jhand- 
ler,  133  111.  App.  622;  Viele  v.  Ogilvie,  2  O. 
Greene,  326;  Tolle  v.  Smith,  98  Kv.  404,  33 
S.  W.  410;  Ames  v.  Storer,  80  Me.  243,  14 
.M\.  67 ;  Jlerriam  v.  Bayley,  1  Cuah.  77,  48 
Am.  Dec.  601 ;  Cambridge  Inst,  for  Sav.  v. 
Littlefield,  0  Cush.  210;  Jacobs  v.  Carpenter, 
161  Mass.  16.  36  N.  E.  676;  Heim  v.  Chap- 
man, 171  Mass.  347,  50  X.  E.  529;  Nathan 
V.  Leland,  193  Mass.  576,  79  N.  E.  793; 
Stark  V.  Stinson,  23  N.  II.  259 ;  I.Awren:e  v. 
Harrington,  122  N.  Y.  408,- 25  N.  E.  40C; 
Tomjdcins  v.  Ilazen,  30  App.  Div.  3.i9,  51 
X.  Y.  Supp.  1003;  reversed  in  165  X.  Y.  IS, 
.IS  X.  E.  762.  on  another  point;  Wheeler  v. 
Simmons,  00  Hun,  404,  15  N.  Y.  Supp.  4C2; 
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tnat  he  was  without  recourse.  In  company 
with  a  friend,  he  called  upon  Mr.  Matthew- 
son,  and  stated  to  him  that  he  was  in  needy 
,  circumstances,  and,  unless  he  could  have 
assistance,  he  would  be  obliged  to  go  to 
the  poorhouse.  Matthewson  said  to  him: 
"I  will  do  as  much  as  any  of  your  friends 
to  keep  you  out  of  the  poorhouse,''  and 
gave  him  $10,  and  said  to  him,  "When  you 
need  more,  let  me  know."  He  afterwards 
paid  to  plaintiff,  other  sums,  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  $52. 

This  is  substantially  the  testimony  of  the 
plaintiff  himself  and  as  the  court  found  the 
facts.  After  finding  the  facts  with  respect 
to  the  payments,  the  court  made  separate 
conclusions  of  law,  among  which  was  the 
following:  "(l)Tlie  payments  hereinbefore 
found' were,  and  must  be,  regarded  as  clear 
acknowledgment  of  the  indebtedness  re- 
ferred to  by  said  judgment,  and  from  such 
acknowledgment  the  law  implies  the  prom- 
ise to  pay  the  -balance  of  such  indebted- 
ness." As  a  further  .  conclusion  of  law, 
the  court  held  that  the  plaintiff  was  en- 
titled to  recover  the  full  amount  of  the 
judgment  with  interest  and  costs,  less  the 
amount  of  the  several  payments.  The  de- 
fendant brings  error. 

Messrs.  Kimball  &  Osgood,  for  plaintiff 
in  error: 
No  action  can  be  maintained  to  recover 


upon  an  indebtedness  discharged  in  bank- 
ruptcy, except  upon  an  express  promise  to 
pay. 

Meech  t.  Lamon,  103  Ind.  515,  63  Am. 
Rep.  640,  3  X.  E.  159;  Allen  v.  Ferguson, 
18  Wall.  1,  21  L.  ed..854;  Bishop,  Contr. 
Enlarged  cd.  §  90,  p.  39;  Merriam  v.  Bay- 
ley,  1  Cush.  77,  48  Am.  Dec.  691 ;  Porter  v. 
Porter,  31  Me.  109;  Lawrence  v.  Harrington, 
122  N.  Y.  408,  26  N.  E.  400;  White  v.  Gush- 
ing, 30  Me.  207;  Cambridge  Inst,  for  Sav. 
V.  Littlefield,  0  Cush.  210;  Shockcy  v.  Mills, 
71  Ind.  288,  30  Am.  Rep.  109;  Riggs  v. 
Roberts,  86  N.  C.  151,  39  Am.  Rep.  092; 
McWillie  v.  Kirkpatrick,  28  Miss.  802,  04 
Am.  Dec.  126;  Yoxtheimer  v.  Keyser,  11  Pa. 
304,  61  Am.  Dec.  555;  Depuy  v.  Swart,  3 
Wend.  135,  20  Am.  Dec.  075;  Earnest  v. 
Parke,  4  Rawie,  452,  27  Am.  Dec.  280; 
Loveland,  Bankr.  034,  035;  Ferguson  v. 
Harris,  30  Am.  St.  Rep.  737,  note. 

Messrs.  W.  B.  Glasse  and  B,  Ii.  Burton 
for  defendant  in  error. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

We  have  only  to  determine  whether  the 
conclusions  of  law  are  correct.  It  is  ap- 
parent that  the  trial  court  proceeded  upon 
the  erroneous  theory  that  the  payments 
constituted  an  acknowledgment  of  the  debt, 
from  which  a  promise  to  pay  the  balance 
of   the   debt   was    implied,    and   that    such 


Meyer  v.  Bartels,  50  Misc.  021,  107  N.  Y. 
Supp.  778;  McDonald  v.  Notman,  25  Grant, 
Ch.  (U.  C.)  008. 

This  is  also  implied  in  many  cases,  not 
specifically  involving  the  effect  of  part  pay- 
ment, which  lay  down,  in  general  terms,  the 
rule  to  the  effect  that  nothing  less  than  an 
express  and  distinct  promise  to  pay  will  re- 
vive or  renew  the  legal  obligation  of  a  debt 
discharged  in  bankruptcy. 

In  Allen  v.  Ferguson,  supra,  it  is  ex- 
pressly declared  that  neither  part  payment 
of  the  principal,  nor  payment  of  interest, 
will  suffice  to  revive  the  debt  discharged  in 
banknip:AV;  and  the  court  in  Cambridge 
Inst,  for  Sav.  v.  Littlefield,  supra,  also  re- 
pudiated the  attempted  distinction  between 
part  payment  of  principal,  and  payment 
of  interest  on  the  entire  debt,  holding  that 
neither  is  sufficient  to  revive  the  debt. 

Nor  does  the  additional  fact  of  the  in- 
dorsement of  the  part  payment  upon  the 
note  evidencing  the  debt  change  the  rule. 
Viele  V.  Ogilvie  and  Merriam  v.  Bayley,  su- 
pra. 

The  fact  of  part  payment  may,  however,  be 
admissible  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  the 
debt  in  reference  to  which  an  express  prom- 
ise to  pay,  otherwise  of  uncertain  applica- 
tion, was  made.  Willetts  v.  Cotherson,  su- 
pra. 

The  reason  for  the  distinction  between 
part  payment  after  the  bar  of  the  statute  of 
limitations  and  after  the  diseliar^e  in  bank- 
ruptcy is  that  the  former  merciv  takes  away 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  remedy,  leaving  the  obligation,  while 
the  latter  releases  the  debt,  although  it 
leaves  a  moral  obligation  to  serve  as  the 
consideration  for  a  new  promise.  Wilson  v. 
Chandler,  supra. 

Apparently  the  only  case  opposed  to  the 
rule  stated  at  the  beginning  of  the  note  is 
Alsop  V.  Brown,  1  Dougl.  K.  B.  192,  where 
Lord  Mansfield  said  that,  if  the  interest  on 
the  debt  discharged  in  bankruptcy  was  paid 
by  the  bankrupt,  it  would  be  an  admission 
by  him  that  the  principal  was  due,  and  he 
might  be  liable  as  on  a  new  contract.  As  it 
did  not  appear,  however,  whether  the  inter- 
est was  paid  by  the  bankrupt  or  by  one  of  his 
sureties,  the  ease  was  ordered  to  stand  over 
until  the  fact  in  that  respect  could  be  shown. 
In  the  subsequent  case  of  Fleming  v.  Hayne, 
1  Starkie,  370,  Lord  Ellenborough,  without 
referring  to  Alsop  v.  Brown,  held  that  a 
promise,  in  order  to  revive  or  renew  an  obli- 
gation after  a  discharge  in  bankruptcy, 
must  be  express,  distinct,  and  unequivocal. 
And  to  the  same  effect  was  his  decision  in 
Lynbuy  v.  Weightman,  5  Esp.  198.  The 
doctrine  of  the  Alsop  Case  seems  to  have 
been  repudiated  by  those  cases.  The  dearth 
of  English  authorities  on  this  point  is  doubt- 
less due  to  the  fact  that  the  English  Bank- 
rupt acts  have  commonly,  either  by  express 
provision  or  by  judicial  construction,  de- 
clared that  not  even  an  express  promise  will 
be  efTectiial  to  renew  an  obligation  discharge<l 
in  bankruptcy. 
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implied  promise  was  sufficient  to  support 
an  action  to  recover.  The  court  treated 
the  defense  as  though  it  were  a  plea  of  the 
statute  of  limitations.  The  defendant, 
however,  relied  upon  the  fact  that  the 
judgment  was  extinguished  by  his  dis- 
charge in  bankruptcy,  and  the  law  is  thor- 
oughly well  established  that,  in  order  to 
revive  a  debt  after  such  discharge,  there 
must  be  an  express  promise.  There  re- 
mains the  moral  obligation  of  the  old  debt, 
which  is  sufficient  consideration  to  sup- 
port an  express  promise  to  pay,  but  a  prom- 
ise to  pay  a  debt  from  which  the  debtor 
has  been  discharged  by  proceedings  in  bank- 
ruptcy cannot  be  raised  by  implication. 
Tlie  payments  in  this  case  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  avoid  the  statute  of  limitations 
if  such  had  been  the  uefense,  and  the  court 
had  found  that  they  recognized  the  present 
existence  of  the  debt,  because  the  statute  so 
provides;  but  such  payments  in  a  case  where 
the  debt  has  been  extinguished,  and  the 
debtor  released  and  discharged  from  all 
liability,  are  never  permitted  to  operate  as 
a  new  promise.  Merriam  v.  Bayley,  1  Cush. 
77,  48  Am.  Dec.  691;  Lawrence  v.  Harring- 
ton, 122  N.  y.  408,  26  N.  E.  406;  Jacobs 
V.  Carpenter,  161  Mass.  16,  36  N.  E.  676; 
Heim  v.  Chapman,  171  Mass.  347,  60  N. 
E.  529;  Stark  v.  Stinson,  23  N.  H.  259; 
Cambridge  Inst,  for  Sav.  v.  Littlefield, 
6  Cush.  212;  5  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  410; 
6  Century  Dig.  Bankruptcy,  854.  It  has 
been  held  that  even  the  expression  of  an 
intention  to  pay  the  debt  is  not  sufficient. 
Allen  V.  Ferguson,  18  Wall.  1,  21  L.  ed.  854. 
In  that  case  it  was  sought  to  show  a  prom- 
ise to  pay  from  certain  expressions  in  a  let- 
ter written  by  the  debtor,  which  were  as  fol- 
lows: "Be  satisfied;  all  will  be  right.  I 
intend  to  pay  all  my  just  debts,  if  money 
can  be  made  from  hired  labor.  Security 
debt  I  cannot  pay.  .  .  .  All  will  be 
right  betwixt  me  and  my  just  creditors." 
In  the  opinion  it  is  said:  "Nothing  is  suffi- 
cient to  revive  a  discharged  deljt  unless  the 
jury  are  authorized  by  it  to  say  that  there 
is  the  expression  by  the  debtor  of  a  clear 
intention  to  bind  himself  to  the  payment  of 
the  debt.  Thus,  partial  payments  do  not 
operate  as  a  new  promise  to  pay  the  residue 
of  the  debt.  The  payment  of  interest  will 
not  revive  the  liability  to  pay  the  principal, 
nor  is  the  expression  of  an  intention  to  pay 
the  debt  sufficient."  To  the  same  effect  are 
Mcech  V.  Lamon,  103  Ind.  515,  53  Am.  Rep. 
540,  3  N.  E.  159;  Ferguson  v.  Harris,  39 
S.  C.  323,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  731,  17  S.  E.  782; 
Bolton  V.  King,  105  Pa.  78;  Edwards  v. 
Nelson,  51  Mich.  121,  16  N.  W.  201;  Bishop, 
Contr.  Enlarged  ed.  §  98,  p.  39.  The  stat- 
ute of  limitations,  being  a  statute  of  repose, 
does  not  discharge  the  debt,  but  only  bars 
20  L.R.A,(N.S.) 


the  remedy.  An  implied  promise  to  pay 
revives  the  debt  so  far  as  the  statute  is 
concerned  as  effectually  as  an  express  prom- 
ise. But  the  decree  of  the  bankrupt  court 
discharges  and  extinguishes  the  debt,  and, 
in  order  to  support  a  legal  obligation  to  pay 
the  old  indebtedness,  there  must  be  an  ex- 
press promise. 

Although  the  moral  obligation  to  pay  the 
discharged  debt  is  a  sufficient  consideration 
for  a  promise  to  pay,  the  cause  of  action 
rests  on  the  new  promise,  and  not  upon  the 
old  debt.  This  furnishes  the  distinction  be- 
tween a  cause  of  this  kind  and  one  where 
the  defense  is  the  statute  of  limitations. 
The  new  promise  to  pay  a  debt  which  has 
been  discharged  in  bankruptcy  must  be  a 
clear,  distinct,  and  unequivocal  promise  to 
pay  the  specific  debt  without  qualification 
or  condition,  and  cannot  be  implied  from 
the  fact  of  part  payment  or  from  other 
circumstances. 

It  follows  that  the  cause  must  be  reversed, 
and   judgment   ordered   for  the   defendant. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 


MICHIGAN  SUPREMK  COTTllT. 

ELLA  ORTON,  Appt., 

JOHN  ORTON. 

{—  Mich.  — ,  123  N.  W.  1103.) 

Divorce  —  retusal  —  discretion  ^  pub- 
lic good. 

An  absolute  divorce  cannot  be  denied  to 
one  establishing  a  statutory  ground  there- 
for, because  she  had  already  obtained  one 
divorce  and  anotlier  had  been  granted 
against  her  for  her  own  fault,  while  proper 
investigation' on  her  part  would  have  shown 
her  that  her  latest  matrimonial  venture 
could  not  be  a  happy  one,  altliough  the  stat- 
ute provides  that  the  divorce  may  be  grant- 
ed whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  shall  be  such 
that  it  will  be  discreet  and  proper  so  to  do. 

(Grant,  J.,  dissents.) 

(December  30,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  complainant  from  a  decree  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Wayne  County  in 
defendant's  favor  in  an  action  for  divorce. 
Reversed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 


Note.  —  Orton  v.  Obton  appears  to  be  a 
case  of  first  impression  on  effect  upon  one's 
right  to  divorce  of  fact  that  his  or  her  previ- 
ous marriages  had  been  dissolved  by  di- 
TOrce, 
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Messrs.  Iiehman,  Rlggs,  &  IJebman, 
for  appellant: 

The  proofs  in  the  case  show  that  the  de- 
fendant was  guilty  of  extreme  cruelty,  of 
nonsupport,  and  also  of  being  an  habitual 
drunkard,  and  complainant  was  entitled  to 
a  decree  upon  any  of  those  grounds. 

Berryman  v.  Berryman,  69  Mich.  605,  26 
N.  W.  789;  Burlage  t.  Burlage,  65  Mich. 
624,  32  N.  W.  866. 

Former  marriages  are  no  bar  to  a  decree 
for  divorce,  as  the  statute  is  mandatory 
when  the  proofs  are  sufficient. 

Thompson  v.  Thompson,  79  Mich.  124,  44 
K.  W.  424;  Rosecrance  t.  Rosecrance,  127 
Mich.  322,  86  N.  W.  800;  White  v.  White, 
135  Mich.  271,  97  N.  W.  681. 

Mr.  Albert  F.  Sellers  for  appellee. 

Montgomery,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  is  a  suit  for  divorce  on  the  ground 
of  extreme  cruelty  on  the  part  of  defendant. 
The  proofs  were  taken  in  open  court,  and 
the  bill  dismissed;  the  complainant  refusing 
to  accept  a  decree  for  a  limited  divorce. 
The  circuit  judge  found  the  extreme  cruelty 
established  by  the  proof,  a  conclusion  in 
which  we  fully  concur.  It  appears  that  the 
complainant  had  been  twice  married  before. 
Her  first  marriage  was  dissolved  by  a  decree 
of  divorce  upon  a  bill  filed  by  her.  The  sec- 
ond marriage  was  dissolved  on  a  bill  filed 
by  her  husband.  To  that  suit  no  defense 
was  made,  and  a  decree  was  entered  grant- 
ing an  absolute  divorce  on  August  19,  1907. 
Some  four  months  later  she  married  the  de- 
fendant. The  only  question  presented  is 
whether,  where  a  just  cause  for  divorce  is 
shown,  the  fact  that  the  party  applying  for 
the  divorce  has  been  previously  married  and 
divorced,  the  former  divorce  having  been  on 
the  ground  of  plaintiff's  own  fault,  is  to 
bar  her  from  a  divorce  from  the  second  mar- 
riage. 

We  assume  that  the  first  decree  of  divorce 
deternlined  that  she  was  not  in  fault  and 
that  her  husband  was.  The  second  decree  of 
divorce  determined  that  she  was  in  fault; 
but  there  were  no  restrictions  placed  upon 
her  remarrying.  Her  status  was  fixed  by 
that  divorce  as  that  of  a  single  woman.  We 
think  it  cannot  be  said  that  in  a  subsequent 
marriage  she  occupies  a  different  relation 
than  does  any  other  married  woman.  It  is 
true  that  the  court  might  well  scrutinize 
carefully  her  application,  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  whether  a  real  ground  of  di- 
vorce has  been  made  out.  That  it  appears 
the  circuit  judge  did  to  his  own  satisfaction, 
and  became  satisfied  that  she  was  entitled 
to  relief,  but  seems  to  have  proceeded  upon 
the  view  that  because  she  had  been  unfor- 
tunate in  previous  matrimonial  alliances,  or 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


had  been  guilty  of  fault  herself  in  her  sec- 
ond venture,  she  has  debarred  herself  from 
the  remedies  which  are  open  to  other  people. 
We  think,  on  the  contrary,  that  her  second 
divorce  fixed  her  status,  and  she  had  the 
same  legal  right  to  marry  as  though  she  had 
never  been  previously  married,  and  she  is 
entitled  to  equal  protection  in  that  marriage 
relation  as  though  this  were  her  first  ven- 
ture. If  the  case  were  less  clear,  the  fact 
that  she  had  had  these  experiences  miglit  be 
taken  into  account  in  determining  whether 
a  case  had  been  made  out;  but  there  seems 
to  be  no  question  made  that  she  has  estab- 
lished a  case  entitling  her  to  divorce  if  she 
is  to  be  treated  as  is  any  other  married, 
woman. 

The  decree  should  be  reversed,  and  the  de- 
cree of  divorce  granted. 

Blair,  Ch.  J.,  and  Ostrander,  Hooker, 
Moore,  McAlvay,  and  Brooke,  J  J.,  concur. 

<3rant,  J.,  dissenting: 

This  is  a  suit  for  divorce  on  the  ground  of 
extreme  cruelty  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ant. He  made  no  defense  in  tho  court  be- 
low, and  has  made  none  here.  Proofs  were 
taken  in  open  court  and  the  bill  dismissed. 
The  court  offered  to  grant  a  limited  divorce. 
Complainant  refused  to  accept  this,  and  in- 
sisted upon  a  decree  of  absolute  divorce. 
The  marriage  to  defendant  was  her  third 
matrimonial  venture.  She  obtained  an  ab- 
solute decree  of  divorce  from  her  first  hus- 
band, he  making  no  defense.  Her  second 
husband  filed  a  bill  for  divorce  against  her, 
charging  her  with  extreme  cruelty  and  adul- 
tery. To  that  she  made  no  defense,  and  a 
decree  was  entered  granting  the  husband  an 
absolute  divorce  on  August  19,  1907.  Four 
months  thereafter  she  married  defendant, 
after  an  acquaintance  of  only  three  months. 
On  January  30,  1908,  she  filed  this  bill. 

Comp.  Laws,  §  8623,  authorizes  a  divorce 
"whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  shall  be  such  that 
it  will  be  discreet  and  proper  so  to  do." 
Section  8622  authorizes  a  divorce  from  bed 
and  board  forever,  or  for  a  limited  time. 
The  court,  in  a  written  opinion,  after  stat- 
ing her  matrimonial  career,  said:  "I  be- 
came convinced,  from  the  consideration  of 
these  facts  and  circumstances,  that  the 
matrimonial  and  divorce  career  of  complain- 
ant was  shocking,  and  abhorrent  to  public 
morals,  and  that  any  further  appeal  on  her 
part  to  the  conscience  of  a  court  of  equity 
should  be  viewed  with  suspicion.  As  I  was 
satisfied  that  complainant  had  made  out  a 
case  entitling  her  to  some  relief,  I  offered  to 
grant  her  a  divorce  from  bed  and  board 
forever  as  provided  in  §  8622,  Comp.  Laws. 
This  relief  was  refused  on  the  ground  that 
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it  \va8  not  appropriate,  nor  tlic  relief 
sought.  Thereupon  1  announced  tliat  a  di- 
vorce from  the  bonds  of  matrimony  would 
be  refused  for  the  reason  that  the  circnm.- 
stanccs  of  the  case  were  not  such  that  it 
woulil  be  discreet  and  proper  to  grant  it. 
Section  8623,  Comp.  Laws,  as  amended  in 
1907  (Pub.  Laws  1907,  p.  462,  No.  324). 
My  reason  for  such  denial  was  that  this 
woman,  who  appeared  to  be  forty-flve  or 
fifty  years  of  age,  with  prior  matrimonial 
experience,  did  not  present  the  case  of  an 
innocent  woman  being  wronged  in  her  mar- 
riage, without  fault  on  her  part.  She  took 
her  husband  for  better  or  worse,  and  any 
proper  and  adequate  care  and  investigation 
on  her  part  would  have  shown  her  that  her 
latest  matrimonial  venture  could  not  be  a 
happy  one.  Divorce  la\yB  were  not  passed 
for  such  as  she,  for  to  grant  her  an  absolute 
divorce  would  give  too  much  encouragement 
to  that  modern  suggestion  known  as  trial 
marriage,  and  would  tend  to  destroy  the 
accepted  theory  of  the  pei-maneucy  of  the 
niRi-ried  relation." 

I  fully  concur  in  that  opinion.  This  is 
not  a  suit  at  law  or  in  chancery  involving 
property  rights  of  the  parties  litigant,  to 
which  the  rule  of  preponderance  of  evidence 
applies.  This  is  a  suit  for  divorce,  in  which 
the  public  have  an  interest  as  well  as  the 
parties  litigant.  Regulations  of  marriage 
and  divorce  are  under  the  control  of  the  pub- 
lie  through  their  legislature.  The  people 
have  enacted  laws  providing  for  both.  They 
have  conferred  upon  the  courts  of  chancery 
the  sole  jurisdiction  in  divorce  cases,  and 
have  seen  fit  to  lodge  in  those  courts  the 
power  to  grant  divorce  "whenever,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  shall  be  such  that  it  will  be  dis- 
creet and  proper  so  to  do."  If  the  statute 
means  anything,  it  means,  in  my  opinion, 
that  the  courts  are  clothed  with  power  to 
use  a  discretion  in  granting  or  refusing  di- 
vorces. It  eliminates  the  rule  or  preponder- 
ance of  evidence,  and  authorizes  the  courts 
to  examine  the  character  of  the  parties,  the 
circumstances  attending  the  marriage,  the 
record  of  the  parties  in  divorce  suits,  and 
authorizes  the  courts  to  refuse  a  decree  in 
cases  where  it  is  apparent  the  complainant 
is  an  adventurer  or  adventuress  in  contract- 
ing the  marriage  relation.  .  The  record  in 
this  case  shows  the  complainant  to  be  such 
an  adventuress.  She  has  contracted  mar- 
riage without  any  regard  to  its  sacred  rela- 
tions or  the  solemn  duties  which  that  rela- 
tion imposes  upon  the  parties,  and  as 
lightly  as  she  would  make  a  contract  in- 
volving property  of  little  value.  Divorced 
from  one  husband  on  her  complaint,  di- 
vorced from  her  second  husband  on  his  com- 
plaint cliargirig  infidelity  to  her  marriage 
26  L.R.A.(K.S.) 


vows,  divorced  in  August,  married  In  Decem- 
ber to  a  man  after  slight  acquaintance,  and 
applying  for  divorce  in  January, —  such  is 
her  record.  Her  present  husband,  from 
whom  she  now  seeks  divorce,  appears  to 
have  been  a  worthless  fellow,  addicted  to 
intoxication.  If  she  did  not  know  this,  an 
inquiry  by  her  would  have  disclosed  the 
fact;  and,  as  the  circuit  judge  said,  "would 
have  shown  her  that  her  last  matrimonial 
venture  could  not  be  a  happy  one."  We 
said  in  Sullivan  \.  Sullivan,  112  Mich.  674, 
71  N.  VV.  487:  "We  think  that  the  charac- 
ter of  the  decree  rests  in  the  sound  dis- 
cretion of  the  court."  In  divorce  suits  in 
which  the  defendant  does  not  appear,  it  is 
a  fair  presumption  that  he  or  she  is  en- 
tirely willing  that  a  divorce  should  be 
granted,  and  is  perhaps  as  anxious  to  be 
freed  from  the  marriage  as  is  the  com- 
plainant. Both  are  undoubtedly  often 
anxious  for  the  divorce  in  order  that  they 
may  marry,  again.  It  is  easy  in  pro  con- 
fesso  cases  either  to  manufacture  testi- 
mony or  to  magnify  little  wrongs  and  un- 
pleasant words,  not  of  themselves  suflicient 
to  authorize  .divorce,  into  acts  of  extreme 
cruelty,  so  as  to  bring  the  case  within  the 
statute.  Appellate  courts  may  review 
this  discretion  of  the  trial  court,  as  was 
done  in  Burl.igc  v.  Burlage,  65  Mich.  624, 
32  N.  W.  8C6.  In  the  case  now  before  us 
I  think  that  the  court  lylow  exercised  its 
discretion  wisely,  and  tendered  the  com- 
plainant all  the  relief  to  which  she  was 
entitled.  As  the  court  below  held,  the  evi- 
dence in  such  cases  should  be  looked  upon 
with  suspicion.  It  is  evident  that  *he 
court  below  placed  little  confidence  in  the 
testimony  of  the  witnesses,  for  in  its  de- 
cree the  court  held  that  "the  material 
facts  charged  in  said  till  of  complaint 
were  not  proven  by  the  complainant." 
The  decree   should  be   allirmed. 


SIINNESOTA  SVPKFMli:  COTOT. 

D.  H.  EVANS,  Respt., 
▼. 

CHICAGO     ft    NORTHWESTERN    RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY,  Appt. 

'(—  Minn.  — ,  122  N-  W.  876.) 

Interstate  commerce  —  state  regrnlntlon 

—  Inspection  of  animals. 

1.  Chapter  356,  p.  491,  Laws  1907,  an 
act  to  protect  public  health  and  health  of 
domestic  animals  by  providing  for  the  in- 
spection of  animals  imported  into  this  state, 
doer  not  violate  §  8,  art.  1,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  vesting  in  Con- 
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grcss  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  among 
the  Keveral  states. 

Negligence  —  injury  —  clHclont  cause. 

2.  The  defendant  brought  into  this  state 
a  horse  afflicted  with  the  glanders,  without 
complying  with  the  statute  as  to  inspec- 
tion, and  delivered  it  to  the  on<ier.  who,  on 
the  same  day,  sold  it  to  the  plaintiff,  who 
did  not  know  that  the  horse  was  diseased. 
The  horse  was  inspected  and  killed,  under 
the  direction  -  of  the  live-stock  sanitary 
board,  to  the  damage  of  the  plaintiff  in  the 
sum  of  $100.  Held,  that  the  defendant's 
violation  of  the  statute  was  the  efficient  and 
dominant  cause  of  the  plaintiff's  damages. 

(October  29,   1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Lyon  County 


in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  alleged  to  have  been  caused 
by  defendant's  violation  of  a  statute  pro- 
viding for  the  inspection  of  animals  im- 
ported into  Minnesota.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Brown,  Abbott,  &  Somsen  for 
appellant. 

Mr.  N.  J.  Robinson,  for  respondent: 

As  the  law.  was  enacted  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  horses  and  other  animals  in- 
fected with  contagious  diseases  from  being 
brought  into  the  state  of  Minnesota  by 
transportation  companies,  without  proper 
inspection,  it  comes  under  the  head  of  rea- 
sonable police  regulation,  and  is  not  in  vio- 
lation of  any  part  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  .United  States. 


Sote.  —  State  Jcgtiiltttion  for  protec- 
tion of  health  of  live  stock,  as  in- 
terference  with  intemtate  commerce. 

While  the  states  may,  in  the  exercise  of 
the  police  power,  pass  laws  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  live  stock  of  the  state,  they  can- 
not go  beyond  what  is  necessary  to  accom- 
plish this  purpose. 

The  leading  case  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion is  Hannibal  &.  St.  J.  R.  Co.  t.  Husen, 
95  U.  S.  4n5,  24  L.  ed.  527,  holding  that  a 
statute  of  the  state  of  Missouri  which  pro- 
hibited the  driving  or  conveying  of  any 
Texas,  Alcxican,  or  Indian  cattle  into  the 
state  during  certain  seasons,  was  in  conflict 
with  the  commerce  clause  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  the  court  saying:  "While  we 
unhesitatingly  admit  that  a  state  may  pass 
sanitary  laws,  and  laws  for  the  protection 
of  life,  liberty,  health,  or  property  within 
its  borders;  while  it  may  prevent  persons 
and  animals  suffering  under  contagious  or 
infectious  diseases,  or  convicts,  etc.,  from  en- 
tering the  state;  while,  for  the  purpose  of 
self-protection,  it  may  establish  quarantine 
and  reasonable  inspection  laws, — it  may  not 
interfere  with  transportation  into  or 
through  the  state,  beyond  what  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  its  self-protection.  It  may 
not,  under  the  cover  of  exerting  its  police 
powers,  substantially  prohibit  or  burden 
either  foreign  or  interstate  commerce." 
'  This  case  is  recognized  as  controlling  by 
the  courts  of  Missouri  in  Gllmore  v.  Han- 
nibal &  St.  J.  R.  Co.  07  Mo.  323,  and  Urton 
V.  Sherlock,  75  Mo.  247,  which  overrule  in 
effect  Wilson  v.  Kansas  City,  St.  J.  &■  C.  B. 
R.  Co.  60  Mo.  184;  Husen  t.  Hannibal  & 
St.  J.  R.  Co.  60  Mo.  226;  Dimond  ▼.  Kansas 
City.  St.  J.  &  C.  B.  R.  Co.  60  Mo.  393;  Mer- 
cer V.  Kansas  City,  St.  J.  &  C.  B.  R.  Co.  60 
>fo.  397;  and  Kenney  t.  Hannibal  &,  St.  J. 
R.  Co.  62  Mo.  476. 

In  Grimes  v.  Eddy,  120  Mo.  168,  26  L.R  A. 
638,  47  Am.  St.  Rep.  053,  28  S.  W.  756,  and 
Selvege  v.  St.  Louis  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  135  Mo. 
163,  36  S.  W.  652,  a  similar  statute  was  held 
to  bo  unconstitutional  in  so  far  as  it  prohib- 
ited absolutely  the  trnnsfxirtation  through 
♦■■e  state  of  Texas,  Mciican,  Cherokee,  or 
;:c  L.R.A.(M.S.) 


Indian  cattle  affected  with  Texas  or  Span- 
ish fever. 

In  Yeazel  v.  4klexander,  58  111.  254,  it 
was  held  that  a  statute  prohibiting  the  im- 
portation of  Texas  and  Cherokee  cattle  into 
the  state,  as  a  means  of  protection  of  native  ■ 
cattle,  to  whom  the  former  communicate  a 
fatal  disease  at  certain  times  of  the  year, 
was  within  the  police  power  of  the  state, 
and  hence  that  the  provision  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  regarding  commerce  among  the 
several  states  was  not  involved.  This  case 
was  followed  by  Stevens  v.  Brown,  58  111. 
289;  Somerville  v.  Marks,  68  111.  -371,  and 
Chicago  &  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Gasaway,  71  111.  570. 
But  these  decisions  were  overruled  by  Sal- 
zenstein  v.  Mavis,  01  III.  391,  and  Chicago 
&  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Erickson,  91  111.  613,  33  Am. 
Rep.  70,  which  follow  Hannibal  &  St  J.  R. 
Co.  V.  Husen,  supra. 

The  fault  of  the  statutes  considered  in  the 
foregoing  cases  was  that  they  in  effect  ex- 
cluded absolutely  cottle  from  certain  locali- 
ties, regardless  of  whether  or  not  they  were 
in  effect  diseased.  But  when  a  statute  is  so 
drawn  that  its  effect, is  to  exclude  only  in- 
fected animals,  it  is  a  proper  exercise  of  the 
police  power,  and  is  not  in  conflict  with  the 
commerce  clause  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. 

Thus,  in  State  v.  Asbell,  74  Kan.  397,  121 
Am.  St.  Rep.  345,  86  Pac.  457,  it  was  held 
that  a  statute  requiring  the  inspection  by 
state  officers  of  cattle  coming  from  south  of 
a  certain  line,  before  they  were  permitted  to 
enter  the  state,  was  valid,  and  this  decisinn 
was  affirmed  in  209  U.  S.  251,  62  L.  ed.  778, 
28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  485,  14  A.  4  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
1101;  the  case  of  Hannibal  &  St.  J.  R.  Co. 
V.  Husen,  supra,  being  distinguished  on  the 
ground  tliat  the  exclusion  in  that  case  was 
total. 

And  in  harmony  with  this  decision,  the 
following  statutory  provisions  have  been 
held  not  to  be  unlawful  restrictions  upon  in- 
terstate or  foreign  commerce: 

— a  statute  of  Kansas  prohibiting  the 
bringing  into  or  tlirough  any  county  of  the 
state  any  cattle  capable  of  communicating 
or  liable  to  impart  the  Texas,  splenic,  or 
Spanish  fever  to  domestic  cattle,  and  mak- 
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State  V.  Rasmussen,  7  Idaho,  1,  52  L.R.A. 
78,  87  Am.  St.  Rep.  234,  59  Pac.  933,  181 
U.  S.  202,  45  L.  ed.  822,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
504;  Missouri,  K.  &  T.  R.  Co.  v.  Haber,  169 
U.  S.  613,  42  L.  ed.  878,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
488;  Hannibal  &  St.  J.  R.  Co.  t.  Husen,  05 
U.  8.  465,  24  L.  ed.  627;  Grimes  v.  Eddv, 
126  Mo.  168,  26  L.R.A.  638,  47  Am.  St. 
Rep.  653,  28  S.  W.  756. 

The  intent  of  the  legislature  was  to  hold 
the  transportation  company  liable  for  the 
damages   sustained  by  persons   purchasing 


animals  shipped  in  violation  of  this  act,  as 
well  as  persons  injured  by  the  spread  of 
disease. 

Skinn  v.  Reutter,  135  Mich.  57,  63  I..R.A. 
743,  106  Am.  St.  Rep.  384,  97  N.  W.  152; 
Bott  V.  Pratt,  33  Minn.  327,  53  Am.  Rep. 
47,  23  N.  W.  237 ;  Lane  v.  Atlantic  Works, 
111  Mass.  136;  Griggs  v.  Fleckenstein,  14 
Minn.  81,  Gil.  08,  100  Am.  Dec.  199;  Mar- 
tin V.  North  Star  Iron  Works,  31  Minn. 
407,  18  N.  W.  109;  Schubert  v.  J.  R.  Clark 
Co.  49  Minn.  331,  15  L.R.A.  818,  32  Am. 


ing  persons  violating  the  act  liable  in  dam- 
ages for  injuries  resulting  therefrom.  Mis- 
souri, K.  4  T.  R.  Co.  V.  Haber,  169  U.  S.  613, 
42  L.  ed.  878,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  488. 

^— a  statute  of  Iowa  making  a  person 
having  any  Texas  cattle  liable  for  any  dam- 
age resulting  from  permitting  thera  to  run 
at  large,  and  thereby  spreading  the  Texas 
fever.  Kinunish  v.  Ball,  129  U.  S.  217.  32 
L.  ed.  695,  2  Inters..  Com.  Rep.  407,  0  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  277. 

— a  statute  making  it  unlawful  to  bring 
into  the  state  sheep  infected  with  scab  or 
other  infectious  diseases.  Patrick  v.  State, 
17  Wyo.  260,  129  Am.  St.  Rep.  IIOU,  98  Pac. 
688. 

— a  statute  prohibiting  the  introduction 
into  the  state  of  cattle  which  are  affected 
with  Texas,  splenic,  or  Spanish  fever.  Mis- 
souri P.  R.  Co.  V.  Finley,  38  Kan.  560,  16 
Pac.  951;  Rouse  v.  Youard,  1  Kan.  App. 
270,  41  Pac  426. 

— a  statute  establishing  »  quarantine 
line,  and  prohibiting  railroad  companies 
from  carrying  cattle  from  points  south  of 
the  line  and  unloading  them  within  the 
state  at  points  north  of  the  line,  except  at 
designated  points  under  certain  restrictions. 
Kansas  City  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  State,  90 
Ark.  343,  119  S.  W.  288. 

— a  statute  providing  for  quarantine  reg- 
ulations excluding  cattle  coming  from  an- 
other state  until  a  certain  date,  because  of 
the  prevalence  there  of  a  contagious  disease. 
St.  Louis  Southwestern  R.  Co.  v.  Smith,  20 
Tex.  Civ.  App.  451,  49  S.  W.  627,  affirmed 
in  181  U.  S.  248,  45  L.  ed.  847,  21  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  603. 

— an  act  to  protect  the  health  of  domestic 
animals  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.   Com.  V.  Cooper,  27  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  199. 

The  distinction  between  lawful  and  unlaw- 
ful regulations  of  this  nature  is  well  illus- 
trated by  decisions  growing  out  of  stat- 
utes passed  in  Idaho  to  protect  the  sheep 
within  the  state  from  infection  by  those 
brought  from  other  states.  Tlius,  in  State 
V.  Rasmussen,  7  Idaho,  1,  52  L.R.A.  78,  97 
Am.  St.  Rep.  234,  59  Pac.  933,  it  was  held 
that  a  statute  providing  that,  whenever  the 
governor  has  reason  to  believe  that  infectious 
diseases  of  sheep  have  become  epidemic  in 
certain  localities  in  other  states,  he  must  by 
proclamation  designate  such  localities,  and 
prohibit  tlie  importation  of  sheep  therefrom, 
except  under  such  restrictions  as,  after  con- 
sultation with  the  state  sheep  inspector,  he 
may  deem  proper,  was  held  not  to  contra- 
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vene  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution regarding  interstate  commerce.  And 
this  decision  was  affirmed  in  181  U.  S.  198, 
45  L.  ed.  820,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  594. 

But  in  Smith  v.  Lowe,  59  C.  C.  A.  185, 
121  Fed.  753,  it  was  held  that  where,  under 
cover  of  the  statute  considered  in  State  ▼. 
Rasmussen,  supra,  the  authorities  were  us- 
ing the  law  unreasonably,  for  the  evident 
purpose  of  excluding  sheep  from  other  states 
from  pasturage,  they  might  be  enjoined 
therefrom. 

In  State  v.  Butterfield  Live  Stock  Co. 
(Idaho)  106  Pac.  455,  a  statute  imposing  a 
grazing  fee  for  sheep,  from  other  states  was 
lield  to  be  invalid,  though  the  fees  collect- 
ed were  applied  to  enforce  laws  regulating 
the  sanitary  and  healthful  condition  of  live 
stock  withfti  the  state;  such  a  grazing  fee 
not  being  required  of  sheep  owners  within 
the  state. 

And  in  the  earlier  case  of  State  v.  Duck- 
worth, 5  Idaho,  642,  39  L.R.A.  385,  95  Am. 
St.  Rep.  199,  51  Pac.  456,  a  statute  making 
it  unlawful  to  bring  sheep  into  the  state 
without  first  having  them  dipped,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  act,  was  held  to  be  repugnant 
to  the  commerce  clause  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, in  that  it  applied  to  all  sheep 
brought  into  the  state,  whether  or  not  they 
were  in  fact  diseased. 

In  Reid  V.  Colorado,  187  U.  S.  137,  47  L. 
ed.  108,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  92,  affirming  29 
Colo.  333,  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  69,  68  Pac.  228, 
an  act  placing  restrictions  on  the  importa- 
tion of  live  stock  brought  from  south  of  a 
certain  parallel,  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
contagious  diseases,  was  held  to  be  valid, 
because  upon  subjects  not  covered  by  leg- 
islation enacted  by  Congress. 

In  several  states  statutes  or  ordinances 
have  been  passed  requiring  that  animals  to 
be  used  for  food  must  be  inspected  in  the 
state  within  a  short  period  before  slaugh- 
ter, and  these  have'  been  uniformly  held  to 
be  unconstitutional  because,  in  effect,  they 
prohibit  the  importation  of  wholesome  meat 
slaughtered  and  dressed  in  other  states. 
Minnesota  t.  Barber,  136  U.  S.  313,  34  L. 
ed.  455,  3  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  185,  10  Sup.  Ct 
Rep.  862,  affirming  39  Fed.  641;  Swift  v. 
Sutphen,  2  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  056,  39  Fed. 
630;  Rrf  Christian,  39  Fed.  636;  Ex  parte 
Kieffer,  40  Fed.  399;  State  v.  Klein,  126 
Ind.  68,  3  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  573,  25  N.  E. 
873;  Hoffman  v.  Harvey,  128  Ind.  600,  28  N. 
E.  93 ;  Schmidt  v.  People,  18  Colo.  78, 3 1  Pac. 
498. 
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St  Rep.  659,  61  N.  W.  1103;  Osborne  v. 
McMasters,  40  Minn.  103,  12  Am.-  St.  Rep. 
698,  41  N.  W.  543;  Buckley  v.  Ilumason, 
60  Minn.  195,  16  L.R.A.  423,  36  Am.  St. 
Rep.  637,  52  N.  W.  385;  Baxter  v.  Cough- 
lin,  70  Minn.  4,  72  N.  W.  797;  Smith  t. 
Chicago  &  D.  R.  Co.  38  Iowa,  518;  Donald 
V.  St.  Louis,  K.  C.  &  N.  R.  Co.  44  Iowa, 
157;  Raridon  v.  Central  Iowa  R.  Co.  65 
Iowa,  640,  22  K.  W.  909;  Emmons  v.  Min- 
neapolis ft  St.  L.  R.  Co.  35  Minn.  503,  29 
N.  W.  202,  38  Minn.  215,  36  N.  W.  340; 
Nelson  t.  Minneapolis  &,  St.  L.  R.  Co.  41 
Minn.  131,  42  N.  W.  788;  Finch  v.  Chi- 
cago, M.  &  St.  P,  E.  Co.  46  Minn.  250,  43 
N.  W.  915. 

Start,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  action  was  brought  in  the  district 
court  of  the  county  of  Lyon  to  recover  dam- 
ages alleged  to  have  been  sustained  by  the 
defendant's  violation  of  the  provisions  of 
chapter  356,  p.  491,  Laws  1907.  The  case 
was  tried  by  the  court  without  a  jury. 
Findings  of  fact  were  made,  and,  as  a  con- 
clusion of  law  therefrom,  judgment  was  or- 
dered and  entered  for  the  plaintiff  In  the 
sum  of  $100,  from  which  the  defendant  ap- 
pealed. 

The  facts  found  by  the  courl  are  to  the 
effect  following:  The  defendant  is,  and 
was  during  the  times  hereinafter  stated,  a 
common  carrier  operating  a  railroad  line 
between  Tracy,  this  state,  and  Pierre,  in 
the  state  of  South  Dakota.  On  August  4, 
1907,  the  defendant,  as  such  carrier,  brought 
into  this  state,  and  to  Tracy  from  Pierre, 
over  its  railway  line,  thirty  horses  owned 
by  Messrs.  Harlin  &  Hoerr,  and  on  August 
14,  1907,  delivered  one  of  the  horses  from 
its  car  at  Tracy,  to  such  owners,  who  on 
that  day  sold  it  to  the  plaintiff  for  $100, 
which  he  paid  therefor.  The  horse,  at  the 
time  the  defendant  delivered  it  to  the  own- 
ers thereof,  and  when  they  sold  it  to  the 
plaintiff,  had  the  glanders,  and  was  of  no 
value  whatever  by  reason  thereof.  The 
plaintiff  did  not  then  know  that  the  horse 
had  the  glanders,  but  he  then  knew  that 
the  horse  had  been  so  brought  into  the 
state  from  Pierre  by  the  defendant.  None 
of  the  horses,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  sale 
of  one  of  them  to  the  plaintiff,  had  been 
examined  by  the  state  veterinarian  of 
South  Dakota,  nor  by  a  veterinarian  acting 
under  the  order  of  the  live-stock  sanitary 
board  of  this  jtate,  nor  by  a  veterinarian  of 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Animal  Indus- 
try, nor  by  any  other  person,  and  found  free 
from  the  glanders.  Nor  was  any  certificate 
of  health,  or  duplicate  thereof,  of  the  horses 
ever  made'and  forwarded  to  the  live-stock 
sanitary  board  of  this  state,  nor  was  such 
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board  ever  notified  that  the  horecs  had  not 
been  so  inspected.  Tracy  was  a  suitable 
place  for  holding  the~  horses  for  examination 
by  such  board,  but  the  defendant  did  not 
there  so  hold  them.  The  horse  so  sold  to 
the  plaintiff,  which  was  brought  into  this 
state  for  work  and  breeding  purposes,  was 
thereafter,  and  on  May  29,  1908,  examined 
by  a  veterinarian  acting  under  the  order  of 
the  live-stock  sanitary  board,  and  killed  be- 
cause it  had  the  glanders,  with  which  dis- 
ease it  was  afflicted  when  it  was  so  delivered 
and  sold  to  the  plaintiff.  The  plaintiff,  by 
reason  of  the  defendant's  failure  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  statute,  as  stated, 
sustained  damages  in  the  sum  of  $100. 

The  defendant  here  urges  that  "the  trial 
court  erred  in  holding  that  the  horse  in 
question  was  afflicted  with  glanders  before 
it  was  brought  into  the  state  of  Minnesota, 
and  that  the  inspection  required  by  law 
would  have  disclosed  the  horse  to  have  been- 
diseased."  The  trial  court  did  not  find  or 
hold  that  an  inspection  of  the  horse  as  re- 
quired by  law  would  have  disclosed  that  the 
horse  was  diseased,  nor  is  it  material  wheth- 
er a  compliance  with  the  law  would  have 
disclosed  the  diseased  condition  of  the  horse; 
for,  if  it  did  not,  then  the  horse  would  have 
been  found  free  from  the  disease,  and  an 
official  certificate  issued  accordingly,  which 
would  have  protected  the  defendant  in  any 
event.  The  defendant  stipulated  on  the  trial 
that  the  horse  had  the  glanders  on  the  day 
the  plaintiff  purchased  it,  which  was  on  the 
day  the  defendant  delivered  the  horse  from 
its  car  to  the  owners.  This  admission  fairly 
justifies  the  inference  of  fact  that  the  horse 
was  diseased  before  the  defendant  delivered 
it. 

It  is  further  claimed  that  there  is  no  evi- 
dence to  sustain  the  finding  that  the  horse, 
which  was  a  mare,  was  brought  into  this 
state  for  work  and  breeding  purposes.  The 
evidence  tends  to  show  that  the  horse  was 
purchased  by  the  plaintiff,  on  the  day  it  was 
delivered  from  the  defendant's  car  to  the 
owners,  for  work  and  breeding  purposes, 
particularly  for  driving  purposes,  that  is, 
for  work.  The  trial  court  might  fairly  infer 
that  one  of  the  purposes  for  which  the  horse 
was  brought  into  the  state  by  its  owners 
was  the  one  for  which  it  was  immediately 
sold.  There  was  no  evidence  to  the  contrary. 
We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  facts  found 
by  the  court  are  sustained  fey  the  evidence. 
The  defendant,  however,  insists  that  the 
facts  found  do  not  sustain  the  conclusion  of 
law  and  judgment  of  the  court. 

1.  The  first  reason  urged  in  support  of 
this  claim  is  that  chapter  355,  p.  491,  Laws 
1907,  upon  which  the  action  is  based,  is  un- 
constitutional, for  the  reason  that  it  vio- 
lates §  8  of  article  1  of  the  Constitution  of 
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the  United  States,  resting  in  Congress  pow- 
er to  regulate  interstate  commerce.  Ttie  ti- 
tle of  the  statute  is:  "An  Act  to  Protect  the 
Public  Health  and  Health  of  Domestic  Ani- 
mals by  Providing  for  the  Inspection  of 
Live  Stock  Imported  into  the  State  of  Min- 
nesota for  Breeding,  Dairy,  Work,  or  Feed- 
ing Purposes."  Section  1  provides  that  it 
shall  be  unlawful  for  any  transportation 
company  to  bring  into  the  state  of  Minne- 
sota any  of  the  domestic  animals  therein 
named,  including  horses,  for  work,  feeding, 
breeding,  or  dairy  purposes,  unless  they 
have  been  examined  and  found  free  from 
the  contagious  diseases  therein  named,  in- 
cluding glanders,  which  freedom  from  dis- 
ease shall  be  eatablished  by  a  certificate  of 
health  signed  by  a  state  veterinarian  of  the 
state  from  which  such  shipment  is  made,  or 
of  this  state,  or  of  the  United  States,  a 
duplicate  of  such  certificate  to  be  attached 
to  the  bill  of  lading.  Section  2  provides 
that,  where  such  certificate  has  not  been  ob- 
tained, the  transportation  company  shall 
notify  the  live-stock  sanitary  board,  and 
hold  such  animals  at  the  first  station  y[ith- 
in  this  state  where  there  are  suitable  facili- 
ties for  holding  animals  for  inspection  by 
such  board,  the  inspection  to  be  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  owner.  Section  3  pVovides 
that  any  transportation  company  violating 
the  provisions  of  the  statute  shall  be  guilty 
of  a  gross  misdemeanor,  and  fined  not  more 
than  $1,000,  or  be  imprisoned  for  not  more 
than  one  year;  and,  further^  that  such  com- 
pany or  agent  shall  be  liable  to  tiny  person 
injured  for  the  full  amount  of  damages  that 
may  result  from  a  violation  of  the  statute. 
Section  4  provides  that  the  provisions  of 
the  statute  shall  not  apply  to  cattle,  hogs, 
and  sheep  shipped  to  points  within  the  state 
where  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  maintains  inspection. 

The  statute  in  question  is  a  police. meas- 
ure, intended  to  prevent  the  bringing  into 
this  state,  for  the  purposes  named  in  the 
statute,  domestic  animals  having  the  glan- 
ders or  other  contagious  or  infectious  dis- 
ease, and  thereby  protect  the  public  health 
and  the  health  of  domestic  animals  within 
the  state.  If  it  is  in  no  just  seuse  an  at- 
tempt to  regulate,  impede,  or  unreasonably 
burden  interstate  commerce,  but  a  good- 
faith  act  for  the  protection  of  the  health 
and  property  of  the  people  of  the  state,  it  is 
constitutional,  although  it  may  necessarily 
burden  interstate  commerce  to  some  extent, 
but  not  unreasonably  so.  Hannibal  &  St.  J. 
R.  Co.  v.  Husen,  95  U.  S.  405,  24  L.  ed.  527; 
Minnesota  v.  Barber,  136  U.  S.  313,  34  L.  ed. 
466,  3  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  185,  10  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  882;  Missouri,  K.  &  T.  R.  Co.  v.  Haber, 
169  U.  S.  613,  42  L.  ed.  878,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
488;  Rasmussen  v.  Idaho,  181  U.  S.  198,  45 
L.  ed.  820,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rnp.  594. 
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CouiibpI  for  the  defendant  insist  that  the 
first  two  cases  cited  support  their  conten- 
tion that  the  statute  is  invalid  for  the  rea- 
son claimed.  Each  of  the  cases  recognizes 
the  rule  that  a  state,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
police  power,  may  fpr  self-protection  enact 
sanitary  laws,  and  establish  reasonable  in- 
spection regulations  to  prevent  the  bring- 
ing of  animals  into  the  state  having  con- 
tagious or  infectious  diseases.  It  was,  how- 
ever, held  that  the  particular  statute  under 
consideration  in  each  case  was  not  a  le- 
gitimate exercise  of  the  police  power  of  the 
state,  but  an  unreasonable  burden  upon  and 
interference  with  interstate  commerce.  In 
the  Husen  Case,  a  statute  of  Missouri  pro- 
vided that  no  Texas,  Mexican,  or  Indian 
cattle  not  kept  the  entire  previous  winter  in 
that  state,  should  be  driven  or  otherwise 
conveyed  into,  or  remain  in,  any  county  of 
that  state  between  the  Ist  day  of  March  and 
the  1st  day  of  November  in  each  year.  Ob- 
viously the  statute  was  neither  a  quaran- 
tine nor  an  inspection  law,  but  an  absolute 
exclusion  from  the  state  for  eight  months  of 
each  year  of  all  cattle  of  the  class  named, 
without  reference  to  whether  they  were 
sound  or  diseased,  and  the  court  held  the 
statute  to  be  a  "plain  intrusion  upon  the 
exclusive  domain  of  Congress." 

The  Minnesota  statute  considered  and 
held  unconstitutional  in  the  Barber  Case 
penalized  the  selling  in  this  state  for  hu- 
man food  any  fresh  beef,  veal,  mutton,  lamb, 
or  pork  not  taken  from  an  animal  inspect- 
ed and  certified  within  this  state  by  a  local 
inspector;  that  is,  no  moat  could  be  sold 
witliin  the  state  unless  the  animal  from 
which  it  was  taken  was  inspected  on  the 
hoof  within  the  state.  The  necessary  effect 
of  the  statute  was  to  exclude  from  the 
markets  of  this  state  the  products,  although 
sound  and  wholesome,  of  all  packing  plants 
located  outside  of  the  state.  Manifestly  the 
statute,  as  held  by  the  court,  was  not  a  rea- 
sonable and  good-faith  inspection  law,  but 
an  unnecessary  burden  upon  interstate  com- 
merce. 

It  is  clear  that  neither  of  these  cases  sup- 
ports the  contention  of  the  defendant,  for 
the  statute  here  under  consideration  is  es- 
sentially different  from  those  construed  in 
the  cases  cited. 

In  the  Haber  Case  a  Kansas  statute  pro- 
viding for  the  inspection  and  quarantine  of 
Texas  cattle  was  sustained,  and  in  doing 
so  the  court,  by  Harlan,  J.,  said:  "Neither 
corporations  nor  individuals  are  entitled,  by 
force  alone  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  without  liability  for  injuries 
resulting  therefrom  to  others,  to  bring  into 
one  state  from  another  state  cattle  liable 
to  impart,  or  capable  of  communicating,  dis- 
ease to  domestic  cattle.    The  contrary  can- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


'.909. 


EVANS  V.  CHICAGO  k  N.  W.  R.  CO. 


283 


not  be  affirmed  under  any  sound  interpre- 
tation of  tlie  Constitution.  This  court, 
while  sustaining  the  poweV  of  Congress  to 
regulate  commerce  among  the  states,  has 
steadily  adhered  to  the  principle  that  the 
states  possess,  because  they  have  never  sur- 
rendered, the  power  to  protect  the  public 
health,  the  public  morals,  and  the  public 
safety,  by  any  legislation  appropriate  to 
that  end,  which  does  not  encroach  upon 
rights  guaranteed  by  the  national  Constitu- 
tion, nor  come  in  conflict  with  acts  of  Con- 
gress passed  in  pursuance  of  that  instru- 
ment." In  the  case  of  Rasmussen  v.  Idaho, 
supra,  a  state  statute  was  held  valid  which 
provided  that,  "whenever  the  governor  of 
the  state  of  Idaho  has  reason  to  believe 
that  scab  or  any  other  infectious  disease  of 
sheep  has  become  epidemic  in  certain  locali- 
ties in  any  other  state  or  territory,  or  that 
conditions  exist  that  render  sheep  likely  to 
convey  disease,  he  must  thereupon,  by  proc- 
lamation, designate  such  localities,  and  pro- 
hibit the  importation  from  them  of  any 
sheep  into  the  state,  except  under  such  re- 
strictions as,  after  consultation  with  the 
state  sheep  inspector,  he  may  deem  proper." 

An  examination  oif  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  which  is  the  basis  of  this  action 
will  show  that  it  is  not  an  unreasonable  ex- 
ercise of  the  police  power  of  the  state,  but 
a  reasonable  and  necessary  exercise  of  the 
power  to  prevent  the  state  from  being  flood- 
ed with  animals  which  are  afflicted  with,  or 
have  been  exposed  to,  contagious  diseases, 
from  other  states.  The  statute  has  no  ap- 
plication to  the  transportation  of  domestic 
animals  through  the  state,  for  by  its  terms 
its  operation  is  limited  to  animals  brought 
into  the  state  for  the  purposes  therein  named. 
Nor  is  an  inspection  by  a  veterinarian 
acting  under  the  authority  of  the  state  live- 
stock sanitary  board,  and  his  certificate,  the 
only  conclusive  evidence  that  such  animals 
are  free  from  any  contagious  or  infectious 
disease.  The  carrier  is  protected,  if  there 
is  attached  to  the  bill  of  lading  the  certifi- 
cate of  a  veterinarian  of  the  state  from 
which  the  animals  are  shipped,  or  of  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 
or  of  the  live-stock  sanitary  board  of  this 
state.  The  only  burden  placed  upon  the 
carrier  is  that  it  requires  the  shipper  to 
furnish  such  a  certificate  to  be  attached  to 
the  bill  of  lading. 

It  is  urged  by  defendant  that  there  is  no 
provision  of  the  statute  requiring  the  ship- 
per to  furnish  such  certificate,  and  he  may 
refuse  to  comply  with  the  reqjiest.  Sec 
tion  2  of  the  statute  provides  for  such  a 
contingency.  The  carrier  in  such  a  ease 
may  bring  the  animals  into  this  state  by 
notifying  the  state  live-stock  sanitary  board 
that  the  required  certificate  has  not  been  fur- 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


nished  by  the  shipper,  and  by  holding  the 
animals  at  tlie  first  station  within  the  state 
having  suitable  facilities  for  inspection  by 
such  board,  which  can  then  deal  with  them 
as  provided  by  Rev.  Laws  1905,  §  2158.  In 
a  word,  the  only  burden  placed  upon  the 
carrier  is  either  to  obtain  and  attach  to 
'the  bill  of  lading  the  required  certificate,  or 
to  notify  the  state  board,  and  hold  the  ani- 
mals for  inspection  at  the  first  suitable  sta- 
tion within  this  state.  We  hold  that  the 
statute  does  not  violate  §  8,-  art.  1,  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

2.  The  second  alleged  reason  why  the 
judgment  is  not  sustained  by  the  facts 
found  by  the  trial  court  is  to  the  effect  that 
there  is  no  finding  that  the  defendant  knew 
the  purpose  of  the  shipment  of  the  horse. 
There  was  neither  allegation  nor  evidence 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  that  it  did 
not  know  the  purpose  of  the  shipment; 
hence  there  was  no  such  issue  before  the. 
court.  If  the  defendant  had  alleged  in  ef- 
fect in  its  answer  that  it  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  purpose  for  which  the  horses 
were  shipped,  and  was  unable  to  learn  by 
the  exercise  of  due  care,  and  had  sup- 
ported the  allegation  by  competent  evidence, 
the  ease  of  Furley  v.  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  R. 
Co.  00  Iowa,  146,  23  L.R.A.  73,  W  N.  W. 
719,  and  others  cited  by  the  defendant, 
would  be  in  point.  Whether  our  statute  can 
be  properly  construed  so  as  to  make  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  purpose  of  the  shipment  a 
defense,  we  have  no  occasion  here  to 
decide,  for  it  was  not  made  in  this  case. 

3.  The  last  contention  of  the  defendant 
to  be  considered  is  to  the  effect  that  no 
damages  resulted  from  the  defendant's  vio- 
lation of  the  statute,  and  that  in  any  event 
the  plaintiff's  loss  of  the  horse,  and  conse- 
quent damages,  were  not  the  proximate  re- 
sult of  such  violation.  The  argument  in 
support  of  this  claim  is  substantially  this: 
"The  only  damage  which  plaintiff  has  suf- 
fered is  in  purchasing  a  worthless  horse  of 
Harlin  &  Hoerr,  and  paying  $100  for  it.  No 
property  has  become  lost,  injured,  or  de- 
preciated in  value  by  reason  of  the  failure 
to  have  the  horse  inspected.  The  horse  was 
worth  nothing  in  the  hands  of  the  seller, 
and  nothing  in  the  hands  of  the  buyer.  The 
horse  would  have  been  worth  no  more  if  it 
had  been  inspected.'  The  proximate  cause 
of  plaintiff's  loss  was  in  buying  a  worthless 
horse,  and  paying  $100  for  it.  .  .  .  There 
is  no  evidence  that  any  inspection  would 
have  disclosed  the  horse  in  question  to  have 
been  diseased."  The  fact  remains,  however, 
that  the  plaintiff  knew  that  the  horse  had 
been  brought  into  this  state  by  the  defend- 
ant from  South  Dakota,  and  he  had  a  right 
to  assume  that  it  had  complied  with  the 
law.    The  findings  of  fact  justify  the  canclu- 
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sion  that,  if  the  defendant  had  refused  to 
bring  the  horsea  into  Minnesota  without  the 
necessary  certificate  l)eing  attached  to  the 
bill  of  lading,  or  if,  when  they  reached  Tra- 
cy, it  bad  notified  the  state  sanitary  board, 
no  damage  would  have  resulted  to  the  plain- 
tiff; for  it  is  admitted  that  the  horse  had 
the  glanders  on  the  day  the  defendant  de- 
livered it  from  its  car,  and  it  is  fair  to  pre- 
sume that  an  inspection  would  have  dis- 
closed its  condition,  and  the  plaintiff  would 
not  have  purchased  it.  It  would  seem  to  fol- 
low that  his  damages  were  the  direct  and 
natural  result  of  the  defendant's  violation 
of  the  statute.  He  never  intended  to  pur- 
chase a  diseased  and  worthless  horse,  and 
the  procuring  cause  of  his  doing  so  was  the 
defendant's  breach  of  duty.  While  it  is 
true,  as  claimed,  that  the  plaintiff  would 
not  have  been  damaged  if  he  had  not  pur- 
chased the  horse,  it  is  equally  true  that  he 
could  not  have  purchased  it  if  the  defend- 
ant had  observed  the  law  and  notified  the 
board;  for,  had  it  done  so,  the  horse  would 
have  been  inspected  and  quarantined  at 
Tracy.  This  case,  then,  falls  within  the 
rule  that,  although  a  negligent  and  unlaw- 
ful act  be  removed  from  the  injury  by  an 
intermediate  cause,  yet,  if  the  guilty  party 
ought  reasonably  to  have  anticipated  that 
injury  might  result  to  others  from  his  act,  it 
is  deemed  to  be  the  proximate  cause  of  the 
injury.  Schubert  v.  J.  R.  Clark  Co.  49 
Minn.  331,  15  L.R.A.  818,  32  Am.  St.  Rep. 
559,  51  N.  W.  1103;  Christianson  v.  Chica- 
go, St.  P.  M.  &  O.  R.  Co.  67  Minn.  94,  B9 
N.  W.  640;  Teal  v.  American  Min.  Co.  84 
Minn.  320,  87  N.  W.  837;  Milwaukee  &  St. 
P.  R.  Co.  V.  Kellogg,  94  U.  S.  469,  24  L. 
ed.  256;  Skinp  v.  Reutter,  135  Mich.  57, 
63  L.R.A.  743,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  384,  97 
N.  W.  152;  6  Words  &  Phrases,  5765. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  Btatute  upon 
which  this  action  is  based  gives  a  cause  of 
action,  not  simply  to  those  for  whose  pro- 
tection it  was  intended,  but  to  any  person 
injured,  for  the  full  amount  of  damages 
that  .may  result  from  the  violation  of  tlie 
act.  The  imposition  of  this  civil  liability 
is  one  of  the  provisions  selected  by  the  leg- 
islature to  secure  an  observance  of  tlie  act 
by  transportation  companies.  It  is  there- 
fore immaterial  in  this  action  that  the  stat- 
ute does  not  prohibit  the  bringing  into  this 
state  diseased  domestic  animals  for  sale. 
Rosse  v.  St.  Paul  &  D.  R.  Co.  68  Minn.  216, 
37  L.R.A.  591,  64  Am.  St.  Rep.  472,  71  N. 
W.  20. 

We  hold  that  the  violation  of  the  statute 
by  the  defendant  was  tlie  eflicient  and  dom- 
inant cause  of  the  plaintiff's  damages. 

Judgment  aflRrmed. 
26  I..R.A.(N.S.) 


NEBRASKA  SCPREHB  COUBT. 

LOUISA  it  HILLIGAS 
v. 

DAVID  C.  KLTiS,  Appt 

(—  Neb.  — ,  124  N.  W.  925.) 

Vendor  —  second     sale  —  liability    to 
original  grantee. 

1.  K.,  being  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  un- 
improved and  unoccupied  land,  sold  and  con- 
veyed it  to  J.,  who  sold  and  conveyed  it  to 
H.,  but  neither  deed  was  recorded.  Subse- 
quently IC,  for  a  substantial  consideration, 
and  with  knowledge  that  the  purchaser  de- 
sired to  destroy  the  title  K.  had  fberetofore 
conveyed,  sold  and  conveyed  the  land  to  R., 
who  sold  and  conveyed  it  to  D.  These 
deeds  were  duly  recorded.  Held  that,  if 
either  R.  or  D.  was  a  bona  fide  purchaser  of 
said  real  estate,  H.  could  maintain  an  ac- 
tion for  damages  against  K.,  and  could  re- 
cover the  value  of  her  interest  in  said  land 
at  the  time  her  title  thereto  was  destroyed. 
Evidence  —  deed  —  damages. 

2.  On  the  trial  of  the  case,  defendant  of- 
fered to  prove  that,  subsequent  to  said 
transactions,  D.  paid  H.  $25  for  a  deed  lor 
said  land.  Held  that  defendant  was  entitled 
to  make  said  proof  in  mitigation  of  plain- 
tiffs damages,  but  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  the  fact  did  not  disa.ble 
her  from  prosecuting  her  suit. 

Appeal  —  nonprejudicial    error  —  effect. 

3.  Errors  without  prejudice  to  a  litigant 
will  not  work  a  reversal  of  a  judgment 
otherwise  supported  by  the  evidence  and 
the  law. 

(February  10,  1910.) 

Headnotes  by  Root,  J. 


A''ote.  ^  Betnedv  of  one  who  failn  to 
record  a  deed,  againat  his  grantor, 
who  aubaeqxtenfly  conveys  to  an  in- 
nocent third  person. 

This  note  does  not  intlude  cases  passing 
on  the  (fucstion  of  the  remedy  of  a  vendee 
under  an  executory  contract  for  sale, 
against  the  vendor,  when  the  latter  repu- 
diates his  contract  and  sells  to  a  third  per- 
son. Tlio.se  cases  are  also  excluded  whore 
it  appeared  that  the  deed  of  the  original 
vendee  was  recorded  or  where,  because  of 
posse!<sion  or  otherwise,  it  appeared  that 
the  subsequent  grantees  of  the  original 
grantor  had  notice,  and  were  therefore  not 
innocent  purchasers. 

The  question  whether  a  purchaser  of 
land  whose  deed  has  not  been  recorded  has 
a  cause  of  action  which  sounds  in  tort, 
against  the  original  grantor,  upon  the  lat- 
ter's  subsequent  conveyance  of  the  sane 
land  to  another  who  purchases  without  no- 
tice, has  received  attention  in  few  cases 
aside  from  Hiu.ioAS  v.  Kukb. 

A  ca.se  supporting  the  above-named  case 
in  holding  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
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APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  York  County 
in  plaintiS*a  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  for  alleged  wrongful  acts 
whereby  plaintiff  lost  title  to  certain  real 
estate.  AfBrmed  upon  condition  of  remis- 
sion of  damages. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  France  ft  France  and.Ii.  O. 
Pfeiffer,  for  appellant: 

A  grantee  under  a  quitclaim  deed  cannot 
be  an  innocent  purchaser  for  value. 

23  Am.  ft  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  477- 
510;  Hoyt  v.  Schuyler,  19  Neb.  657,  28  K. 
W.  306;'Snowden  v.  iS'ler.  21  Neb.  199,  31 
X.  W.  661;  Pleasants  v.  Blodgett,  32  Neb. 
438,  49  N.  VV.  453,  39  Neb.  741,  42  Am.  St. 


Rep.  G24,  53  N.  W.  423;  Bowman  v.  Grif- 
fith, 35  Xeb.  3(12,  53  N.  W.  140;  Arlington 
Mill  &  Elevator  Co.  v.  Yates,  57  Neb.  286, 
77  N.  W.  077;  Peters  v.  Cartier,  80  Mich. 
124,  20  Am.  St.  Hep.  508,  45  N.  W.  73; 
Johnson  v.  Williams,  37  Kan.  179,  1  Am, 
St  Rep.  243,  14  Pac.  537;  Hastings  v.  Nis- 
sen,  31  Fed.  507;  Diclcerson  v.  Colgrove, 
100  U.  S.  578,  25  L.  ed.  618;  Baker  v. 
Humphrey,  101  U.  S.  494,  25  L.  ed.  1065; 
Postel  v.  Palmer,  71  Iowa,  157,  32  N.  VV. 
257;  Schradski  v.  Albright,  93  Mo.  42,  5 
S.  W.  807;  Martin  v.  Morris,  62  Wis.  418, 
22  N.  W.  525;  Marshall  v.  Roberts,  18  Minn. 
405,  10  Am.  Rep.  201,  Gil.  365;  Bayer  v. 
Cockerill,  3  Kan.  283;  Oliver  v.  Piatt,  3 
How.  333,  11  L.  ed.  022;  Villa  v.  Rodriguez 


the  purchaser  or  his  grantee  can  maintain 
an  action  for  damages  against  the  original 
grantor,  is  Burdick  v.  Seymour,  30  Iowa, 
452.  And  see  Corbin  v.  Sullivan,  47  Ind. 
356,  and  Ring  v.  Ogden,  45  Wis.  303,.  sufli- 
tiently  set  out  and  reviewed  in  the  Uili.iga.s 
Case. 

This  right  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser 
teems  also  to  have  boon  recognized  in  an 
obiter  statement  in  MrLendon  Bros.  v. 
Finch,  2  Ga.  App.  421,  58  S.  E.'  690. 

And  even  in  Wade  v.  Comatock,  11  Ohio 
!^t.  71,  where  the  Maine  doctrine  sustaining 
the  right  to  maintain  an  action  for  breach 
of  covenant  of  warranty  was  repudiated,  it 
was  recognized  that  if,  by  tlie  grantor's 
agency,  the  title  was  subsequently  defeated, 
he  would  be  liable  in  damages  to  the  gran- 
tee for  the  fraud  committed  upon  him. 

In  such  case  the  person  defrauded  is  en- 
titled to  recover  the  highest  value  of  the 
land  at  any  time  between  his  purchase  and 
the  commencement  of  his  suit.  Burdick 
T.  Seymour,   supra. 

In  Curtis  v.  Nightingale,  Quincy  (Mass.) 
256,  it  was  held  that  an  action  for  money 
had  and  received  would  not  lie  to  recover 
the  consideration  paid  for  land  which  upon 
the  deed  being  destroyed  before  it  was  re- 
rorded,  was  sold  to  another.  *It  appears  in 
this  case  that  a  special  action  on  the  case 
was  afterward  brought,  and  a  judgment 
granted  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff. 

The  only  case  found  apparently  holding 
to  the  contrary  is  Marshall  v.  Robert,  22 
Minn.  49,  where  it  was  held  that  the  orig- 
inal grantor  was  not  liable  to  a  purchaser 
who  iiad  not  recorded  his  deed,  for  any 
damage  flowing  from  a  deed  executed  by  his 
lubsequent  grantee,  who  was  not  a  bona 
fide  purchaser  for  value,  to  a  person  who 
was  a  purchaser  in  good  faith.  The  court 
took  ocpasion  to  say:  "Lamprey,  not  be- 
ing a  bona  fide  purchaser  for  value,  acquired 
no  title  to  the  property,  as  against  the 
plaintiff,  by  the  deed  from  the  defendant; 
and.  as  the  execution  and  acknow1e<lgraent 
of  the  deed  to  Lamprey  arc  the  only  acts 
with  which  defendant  is  charged,  the  com- 
plaint clearly  fails  to  state  a  cause  of  ac- 
tion."   But  see  the  review  of  this  case  in 

HlLUCAS  v.  KUNS. 
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In  several  cases  this  question  has  arisen, 
whether  in  such  case  the  purchaser  or  his 
grantee  has  an  action  against  the  grantor 
for  breach  of  covenant  of  warranty.  The 
result  of  these  cases  naturally  depends  up- 
on whether  a  covenant  of  warranty'  will  be 
held  to  look  to  the  future,  or  whether  it 
merely  binds  the  grantor  to  protect"  the 
grantee  and  his  assigns  against  a  better 
title  existing  before  or  at  the  date  of  the 
grant. 

!l'he  following  cases  have  held  that,  what- 
ever the  case  may  be  where  the  title  fails 
from  the  acts  of  the  grantee  or  other  par- 
ties, the  rule  that  a  grantor  cannot  become 
liable  for  a  failure  of  title  subsequently 
accruing  cannot  apply  whore  the  title  has 
failed  by  the  action  of  the  grantor  him- 
self, smd  that  therefore,  where  a  grantor 
of  land  subsequently  conveys  property  to 
an  innocent  purchaser,  he  is  liable  to  the 
original  purchaser  or  his  grantee  for  breach 
of  covenant  of  warranty.  Curtis  v.  Deer- 
ing,  12  Me.  499;  Williamson  v.  Williamson, 
71  Me.  442;  Hamilton  v.  Doolittle,  37  III. 
473. 

To  the  same  effect  is  Clark  v.  O'Neal, 
13  La.  Ann.  381,  where,  before  the  vendee 
recorded  the  sale,  a  creditor  of  the  vendor 
attached  the  property.  In  this  case  it  was 
held  that  the  statute  derlaring  that,  in 
order  that  the  warronty  should  have  exist- 
ence, the  right  of  the  person  evicting  should 
exist  before  the  sale,  applied  only  to  some 
righ't  acquired  of  persons  other  than  the 
vendor  himself. 

In  Williamson  v.  Williamson,  supra,  the 
court  said:  "The  defendant  cannot  claim 
that  his  grantee,  the  plnintiirs  devisor, 
should  have  recorded  his  deed,  in  order  to 
guard  against  a  subsequent  wrongful  trans- 
fer of  the  same  title  to  another  l)y  the  de- 
fendant himself.  He  cannot  urge  a  de- 
fense which  starts  with  liis  own  violation 
of  the  rights  of  his  grantee,  under  whose 
will  the  plaintiff  claims,  and  includes  no 
other  element  except  that  and  the  results 
which  flowed  from  it.  Tlie  doctrine  of  es- 
toppel applie-s." 

The  above  doctrine,  however,  was  repu- 
diated in  Wade  v.  Comstoek,  supra,  where 
it  was  hold  that  the  execution  of  a  quit- 
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(Alexander  t.  Rodriguez)  12  Wall.  323,  20 
L.  ed.  406;  Kunyon  v.  Smitli,  18  Fed.  570; 
United  States  v.  Sliney,  21  Fed.  895;  Wat- 
son V.  Phelps,  40  Iowa,  482;  Smith  v.  Dun- 
ton,  42  Iowa,  48;  Besore  v.  Dosh,  43  Iowa, 
211;  Springer  v.  Bartle,  46  Iowa,  088;  Bragg 
V.  Faulk,  42  Me.  517;  Coe  v.  Persons  Un- 
known, 43  Me.  432;  Ridgeway  v.  Holliday, 
60  Mo.  444;  Stoffel  v.  Schroeder,  02  Mo. 
147;  Mann  v.  Best,  62  Mo.  491;  Rodgers  v. 
Burchard,  34  Tex.  441,  7  Am.  Rep.  283;  Har- 
rison V.  Boring,  44  Tex.  255;  Thorn  v.  Ncw- 
som,  64  Tex.  161,  53  Am.  Rep.  747;  Rich- 
ardson V.  Levi,  67  Tex.  359,  3  S.  W.  444; 
Smith  V.  Branch  Bank,  21  Ala.  125;  Der- 
rick V.  Brown,  06  Ala.  102;  Everest  v.  Fer- 
ris, 16  Minn.  26,  Gil.  14;  Woodfolk'v. 
Blount,  3  Ilayw.  (Tenn.)  147,  9  Am.  Dec. 
736;  Smith  v.  Winston,  2  How.  (Miss.)  001; 
Kerr  v.  Freeman,  33  Miss.  292;  Learned  v. 
Corley,  43  Miss.  088;  Leiaud  v.  Iscnbcck, 
1  Idaho,  400;  Baker  v.  Woodward,  12  Or. 
3,  6  Pac.  Rep.  174;  Richards  v.  Snyder,  11 
Or.  '511,  6  Pac.  186;  McAdow  v.  Black,  6 
Mont.  001,  13  Pac.  377;  Laurens  v.  Ander- 
son (Tex.)  1  8.  W.  379;  Dodge  v.  Briggs, 
27  Fed.  160;  Peaks  v.  Blethen,  77  Me.  510, 
1  Atl.  4$1. 
If  the  grantor  makes  a  conveyance  of  land 


to  which  lie  has  a  defective  title,  or  no 
title  whatever,  by  deed  wliich  contains  any 
of  tlie  usual  covenants,  or  which  sets  foi;th 
by  averment  or  recital,  either  by  express 
terms  or  necessary  implication,  that  the 
grantor  is  seised  of  or  possessed  of  a  par- 
ticular estate  in  the  premises,  which  estate 
the  deed  purports  to  convey,  he  and  all  per- 
sons in .  privity  with  him  will  be  estopped 
from  ever  afterwards  denying  that  he  was 
seised  or  possessed  of  such  title  at  the  time. 

23  Am.  &  Eng.  Eiic.  Law,  2d  cd.  p.  939;  II 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  392-304; 
Hngensick  v.  Castor,  53  Neb.  495,  73  N.  W. 
932;  Wells  V.  Steckelberg,  52  Neb.  598,  60 
Am.  St.  Rep.  529,  72  N.  W.  805. 

A  quitclaim  deed  does  not  convey  the  land 
itself,  but  merely  the  grantor's  interest 
therein,  and  vests  in  the  grantee  such  title 
and  estate  as  the  grantor  was  posscs!<ed  of 
at  the  time  of  the  execution  and  delivery  of 
the  quitclaim  deed. 

9  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  cd.  p.  100; 
Arlington  Mill  &  Elevator  Co.  v.  Yates,  57 
Neb.  280,  77  N.  W.  077;  Lincoln  Bldg.  4 
Sav.  Asso.  V.  Hoss,  10  Neb.  581,  7  N.  W.  327; 
Hoyt  V.  Scliuyler,  19  Neb.  652,  28  N.  W.  300 ; 
Snowflen  v.  Tyler,  21  Neb.  199,  31  N.  W. 
061;  Pleasants  v.  Blodgett,  32  Neb.  427,  49 
N.  W.  453,  39  Neb.   741,  42  Am.  St.   Rep. 


claim  deed  to  a  purchaser  under  an  execu- 
tion sale,  when  in  facv  the  grantor  had  al- 
ready conveyed  the  property  with  full  cove- 
nants to  another,  the  deed  to  which  had  not 
been  recorded,  did  not  constitute  a  breach 
of  the  covenant  of  warranty. 

So,  in  Burdick  v.  Seymour,  supra,  the  court 
said :  "This  is  not  properly  an  action  upon  the 
covenant  of  warranty.  A  vendor  would  not 
be  liable  upon  the  covenant  of  warranty,  if 
the  condition  which  ultimately  defeats  the 
title  of  his  grantee  comes  into  existence 
after  the  conveyance  is  made,  and  depends 
in  part  upon  the  failure  to  properly  record 
it.  If,  after  this  conveyance  to  plaintiff 
had  been  made,  a  judgment  had  been  re- 
covered against  defendant,  and,  becnuse  of 
the  defective  recording,  the  title  had  passed 
into  the  hands  of  an  innocent  holder,  and 
the  title  of  plaintiff  had  been  defeated,  it  is 
clear  the  defendant  would  not  l>e  liable  up- 
on the  covenant  of  warranty.  And,  in  this 
case,  the  failure  of  plaintiff's  title  being 
occasioned  purposely  by  defendant,  defend- 
ant would  be  liable  for  the  damage!*  if  there 
were  no  covenants  in  the  deed.  Tlie  defend- 
ant is  liable,  not  on  account  of  his  breach 
of  warranty,  but  because  of  his  fraud." 

In  Foster  v.  Woodward,  141  Mass.  100, 
6  N.  E.  853,  it  was  held  that  the  mere  giv- 
ing of  a  mortgage  by  a  person  after  he 
had  sold  the  property  to  another,  the  deed 
to  which,  however,  was  not  recorded,  was 
not  a  breach  of  the  covenant  of  warranty 
in  the  deed  from  the  vendor  to  the  vendee, 
since  it  did  not  onn.stitutc  an  eviction.  The 
court  took  occasion  to  say  that,  whether  the 
entrv  and  sale  by  the  mortgagee,  pending 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  appeal,  worked  a  breath  of  that  cove- 
nant, was  a  question  wliich  did  not  arise 
at  that  time. 

It  should  be  noted  in  this  connection 
that  the  question  whether  or  not  a  cove- 
nant of  warranty  looks  to  the  future  is 
discussed  only  in  connection  with  the  cases 
here  gathered,  and  that  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  discuss  that  broad  question 
exhaustively.  Care  should  therefore  be 
taken  in  not  giving  more  prominence  to  the 
above  cases  than  is  due,  for  it  will  be  read- 
ily seen  that  the  Maine  cases,  for  instance, 
are  of  very  little  value  in  jurisdictions 
where  it  ma>  already  have  been  held  gener- 
ally, and  in  cases  not  in  point  in  this  note, 
that  the  rnle  that  a  grantor  cannot  liecome 
liable  for  a  failure  of  title  subsequently  ac- 
cruing applies  even  where  the  title  has 
failed  by  the  action  of  the  grantor  him- 
self. 

In  Niles  v.  Groover,  78  Ga.  401,  3  S.  E. 
899,  where  an  owner  of  land  sold  a  portion 
thereof,  and  subsequently,  without  the  other 
deed  having  been  recorded,  sold  a  right  of 
way  to  a  railroad  company  passing  through 
lioth  his  own  land  and  what  he  had  pre- 
viously conveyed,  it  was  held,  in  an  action 
for  money  had  and  received,  brought  by  a 
person  holding  by  conveyance  under  the 
original  vendee,  that  he  was  entitled  to  re- 
cover not  merely  the  value  of  the  land, 
but  the  amount  received  by  the  grantor 
for  that  portion;  and  if  all  parts  of  the 
land  conveyed  were  treated  as  equally  val- 
uable, and  the  purchase  money  paid  as  a 
gross  sum,  then  he  was  entitled  to  recover 
a  proportional  part  of  such  sum. 
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624,  68  N.  VV.  423;  Kownian  v.  Grimtli,  35 
Neb.  301,  53  N.  VV.  140;  Hajreiisick  v.  Cas- 
tor, 63  Neb.  495,  73  N.  W.  1)32. 

Memrs.  Morning  &  Lcdwitb,  also  foi 
appellant: 

If  an  original  wrong  only  becomes  inju- 
rious in  consequence  of  the  intervention  of 
some  distinct  wrongful  act  or  omission  by 
another,  the  injury  shall  be  imputed  to  the 
last  wrong  as  tlie  proximate  cajise,  and  not 
to  that  which  was  more  remote. 

Cooley,  Torts,  Ist  ed.  pp.  70,  71 ;  Bahr  r. 
Manke,  77  Neb.  652,  110  N.  W.  300;  Alexan- 
der V.  New  Castle,  116  Ind.  51,  17  N.  E.  200. 

The  quitclaim  deed  to  Roudebush  was 
not  wrongful  if  he  was  informed  of  the  prior 
deed,  and  defendant  cannot  be  held  for  the 
wrongful  act  of  Iloudebush  in  conveying  to 
Dclatour  without  also  informing  him. 

Marshall  v.  Robert,  22  Minn.  49. 

Messrs.  Power  &  Meeker  and  W.  E. 
Shunnan,  for  appellee: 

The  second  conveyance  by  the  grantor  was 
A  wrongful  act  in  fraud  of  plaintiff's  right, 
for  which  an  action  in  tort  may  be  main- 
tained. 

Wade  V.  Comstock,  11  Ohio  St.  71;  Cur- 
tis V.  Dcering,  12  Me.  501;  Corbin  t.  Sulli- 
van, 47  Ind.  368;  Ring  v.  Ogden,  45  Wis. 
303;  Rogers  v.  Barnes,  168  Alaes.  170,  38 
L.R.A.  145,  47  N.  E.  60-2. 

One  who  purchases  in  good  faith  for  value 
from  one  who  is  not  himself  an  innocent 
purchaser  is  protected  to  the  same  extent  as 
his  grantor  wouhl  have  been,  had  he  pur- 
chasi^d  under  such  circumstdnces. 

I^ndon  V.  Youmans,  31  S.  C.  147,  17  Am. 
St.  Rep.  17,  9  S.  E.  775;  Mullins  v.  Butte 
Hardware  Co.  26  Mont.  626,  87  Am.  St.  Rep. 
430,  05  Pac.  1004. 

He  who  does  an  illegal  or  wrongful  act  is  an- 
swerable for  all  the  consequences  in  the  or- 
dinary and  natural  course  of  events,  though 
these  consequencps  be  directly  brought  about 
by  the  intervening  agency  of  others,  provid- 
ing the  intervening  agents  were  set  in  mo- 
tion by  the  pr»mary  wrongdoer,  and  the  acts 
causing  the  damage  were  the  necessary  or 
legal  and  natural  consequences  of  the  orig- 
inal wrongful  act. 

Philpot  V.  Taylor,  75  111.  309,  20  Am.  Rep. 
241 ;  1  C}c.  Ijiw  &  Proc.  p.  668. 

Only  the  parties  to  a  deed  and  those  in 
privity  with  them  can  be  bound  by  or  take 
advantage  of  the  estoppel  created  by  the  in- 
strument, as  the  estoppel  must  be  mutual. 

Bigelow,  Estoppel,  3d  ed.  chap.  8,  p.  272; 
16  Cj-c.  Law  &  Proo.  p.  685;  Morse  v.  Bates, 
00  Mo.  App.  660,  74  S.  W.  439;  2  Pom.  Eq. 
Jur.  S  918. 

Root,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  an  action  for  damages.    PlnintilT 
prevailed,  and  defendant  appeals. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


The  facts  underlying  this  case  arc  that  in 
1800  defendant  owned  a  half  section  of  un- 
improved, unoccupied  land  in  Deuel  county 
of  but  little  value.  In  that  year  he  sold  and 
conveyed  the  land  by  warranty  deed  to  a  Mr. 
Jones,  and  Jones  sold  and  conveyed  it  to 
plaintiff,  who  resided  in  Lincoln  county.  Tlie 
deeds  were  not  recorded  and  the  land  re- 
mained unoccupiecT,  except  as  strangers  to 
the  title  pastured  cattle  thereon.  In  1006, 
the  treasurer  of  Deuel  county,  Mr.  Roude- 
bush, noticed  that  taxes  levied  upon  the 
land  for  many  preceding  years  were  unpaid, 
and,  after  ascertaining  the  name  of  the  rec- 
ord owner  and  his  residence,  wrote  to  de- 
fendant. Subsequently  Roudebush  conferred 
with  Kuns,  purchased  the  land  in  September 
of  1006  for  $600,  subject  to  the  taxes,  and 
received  a  quitclaim  deed  from  Kuns,  which 
Roudebush  at  once  recorded.  Subsequently 
Roudebush  sold  tlie  land  and  conveyed  it 
by  special  warranty  deed  to  Mr.  Delatour 
for  $900,  subject  to  said  taxes.  Plaintiff  al- 
leges that  Roudebush  and  Delatour  were 
bona  fide  purchasers,  without  notice  or 
knowledge  of  her  title,  and  that  they  bought 
the  real  estate  relying  upon  the  records  of 
Deuel  county,  all  of  which  defendant  well 
knew;  that  by  reason  of  the  premised  she 
has  been  deprived  of  her  title  to  her  damage, 
etc.  Defendant  admits  in  his  answer  that 
he  owned  the  land  in  1890,  and  conveyed  it 
to  Jones,  that  Jones  conveyed  it  to  plaintiff, 
and  thereafter  defendant  executed  and  de- 
livered to  Roudebush  a  quitclaim  deed  there- 
for. As  a  separate  defense,  he  alleges  that, 
about  April  2,  1007,  plaintiff  sold  and  con- 
veyed the  land  by  warranty  deed,  and  part- 
ed with  her  interest  therein,  and  is  estopped 
from  asserting  that  she  was  not  the  owner 
thereof  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  deed 
from  defendant  to  Roudebush.  A  demurrer 
to  the  second  defense  was  sustained. 

1.  Defendant's  counsel  argue  that  plain- 
tiff's alleged  cause  of  action  is  a  lien  to  the 
hiw,  and  will  not  support  a  judgment  in  her 
faior.  We  do  not  agree  with  them.  Defend- 
ant is  charged  with  knowledge  that  a  sub- 
sequent deed  first  recorded  takes  precedence 
over  an  elder  deed  sulmequently  recorded,  pro- 
vided the  later  grantee  is  a  bona  fide  'pur- 
chaser within  the  meaning  of  the  law.  He 
is  also  conclusively  presumed  to  know  that 
any  grantee  of  the  subsequent  grantee,  if  a 
bona  fide  purchaser,  will  prevail  over  the 
holder  of  a  title  based  upon  an  earlier  un- 
recorded deed.  Kuns  received  a  substantial 
consideration  for  his  second  conveyance,  and 
testifies  that  he  was  told  by  Roudebush  that 
Roudebush  held  a  tax  title  which  he  ex- 
pected to  perfect  by  defendant's  conveyance. 
Kuns  knew  that  he  was  placing  sn  instru- 
ment in  Roudebush's  hands  which  niiglit  lie 
use<l  directly  or  indirectly  as  a  means  to  de- 
stroy the  title  Kuns   had   theretofore  con- 
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veyed.  This  is  not  a  case  where  a  deed  has 
been  innocently  made  for  a  nominal  consid- 
eration, for  the  benefit  or-  supposed  benefit 
of  those  holding  under  the  grantor  by  a  for- 
mer conveyance,  nor  an  instance  where  the 
grantor  had  not  theretofore  conveyed,  or, 
having  conveyed,  had  or  believed  he  had  the 
right  to  rescind. 

The  legislature  has  %iken  notice  of  the 
possibilities  existing  under  just  such  a  state 
of  facts  as  this  record  presents,  and  has  en- 
acted, by  §  127  of  the  Criminal  Code,  that 
"if  any  person  or  persons  shall  knowingly 
Bell  or  convey  any  tract  of  land  without  hav- 
ing title  to  the  same,  eitlier  in  law  or  equi- 
ty, by  descent,  devic(s)e,  or  evidence  by  a 
written  contract  or  deed  of  conveyance,  with 
intent  to  defraud  the  purchaser,  or  other 
person,  every  person  so  offending  shall  be  im- 
prisoned in  the  penitentiary  not  more  than 
seven  years  nor  less  than  one  year."  In  our 
opinion  a  common-law  writ  can  be  framed  to 
support  a  cause  of  action  in  plaintifl^s  fav- 
or, and  certainly  the  Code  is  not  inferior  to 
the  earlier  procedure  in  suggesting  forms 
and  methods  to  be  employed  in  meting  out 
justice  between  men.  At  common  law  the 
suit  would  be  an  action  on  the  case.  This 
action  is  said  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  bill 
in  equity,  and  founded  upon  the  mere  jus- 
tice and  conscience  of  plaintiff's  right  to 
recover.  It  is  a  remedy  for  an  injury  to  the 
absolute  rights  of  persons,  not  committed 
with  force  actual  or  implied.  Adams  v. 
Paige,  7  Pick.  542 ;  Doremus  v.  Hennessy,  62 
111.  App.  391;  6  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  684; 
2  Moore,  Civil  Treatise,  4th  ed.  pages  614 
et  seq.  The  facts  in  the  cited  cases  are  not 
identical  with  those  in  tlie  instant  one,  but 
the  principles  apply.  If  the  pleaded  acts 
were  wrongful,  the  mere  fact  that  no  such 
other  case  can  be  found  in  the  books  will 
not  deprive  a  court  of  jurisdiction.  Hunt 
V.  Do\*man,  Cro.  Jac.  478;  Winsmore  v. 
Greenbank,  Willes,  577.  We  are,  however, 
not  entirely  wanting  in  precedent.  Corbin 
V.  Sullivan,  47  Ind.  356.  In  that  case  the 
common  grantor  was  not  made  a  party,  but 
second  grantees,  who  took  a  deed  with 
knowledge  that  their  immediate  grantor 
had  parted  with  his  title  before  conveying 
to  them,  were  held  responsible  for  their  sale 
to  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  whereby  the  title 
evidenced  by  the  first  and  unrecorded  deed 
was  destroyed. 

Counsel  for  defendant  cite  Ring  v.  Ogden, 
45  Wis.  303,  and  assert  that  it  sustains 
their  argument  that  the  court  erred  in  in- 
structing the  jury  that,  if  either  Roudebush 
or  Delatour  was  an  innocent  purchaser, 
plaintiff  ought  to  recover,  and  that  the  in- 
tent with  which  defendant  executed  the  deed 
to  Roudebush  is  immaterial.  The  Wisconsin 
court  holds  the  mere  giving  of  a  second  con- 
26  L.R.A.iN.S.) 


veyance  Is  not  necessarily  wrongful,  and 
therefore,  to  maintain  an  action  like  the 
instant  one,  a  plaintiff  must  plead  and  prove 
an  intent  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  to  de- 
fraud. .  It  may  be  that  cases  will  arise 
wherein  the  intent  with  which  a  second  con- 
veyance is  made  will  be  material,  but  the 
defendant  herein  is  in  no  position  to  urge 
that  plaintiff's  petition  is  defective  in  that 
particular.  The  facts  are  all  stated,  and 
would  not  fce  strengthened  by  charging  bad 
faith,  because  no  other  deduction  can  be  rea- 
sonably drawn  therefrom.  Defendant  knew, 
or  ought  to  have  known,  that  the  deed  he 
was  making  confessedly  toa  person  claiming 
or  seeking  a  title  hostile  to  the  title  Kuns 
had  theretofore  conveyed  was  sought,  and 
would  be  used,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
the  earlier  title.  Years  since,  we  discarded 
the  theory  that  in  actions  for  deceit  the  in- 
tent with  which  representations  are  made  is 
a  controlling  factor,  but  have  said  that  a 
party  will  be  held  to  the  reasonable  conse- 
quences of  his  acts.  Johnson  v.  Gulick,  46 
Neb.  817,  50  Am.  St  Rep.  629,  65  N.  W.  883, 
Marshall  v.  Robert,  22  Minn.  49,  is  also  cited 
by  defendant.  The  Minnesota  court,  upon 
the  first  appeal  of  that  case,  in  18  Minn. 
405,  10  Am.  Rep.  201,  Gil.  365,  held  that  a 
grantee  in  a  quitclaim  deed  takes  only  such 
title  as  his  grantor  actually  possessed.  Up- 
on the  second  appeal  the  defendant  was  held 
not  liable  for  any  damage  fiowing  from  the 
deed  executed  by  his  grantee.  In  Schott 
V.  Dosh,  49  Neb.  187,  69  Am.  St.  Rep.  531, 
68  N.  W.  346,  in  an  exhaustive  opinion  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Commissioner  Irvine,  the  pre- 
ceding decisions  of  this  court  touching  the 
status  of  a  purchaser  of  real  estate  whose 
title  is  evidenced  by  a  quitclaim  deed  are 
reviewed,  and  we  held  the  mere  fact  that  a 
conveyance  is  a  quitclaim  will  not  deprive 
the  grantee  therein  of  the  benefits  of  the  re- 
cording act,  nor  of  the  principle  of  law  pro- 
tecting bona  fide  purchasers.  See  also  Ban- 
nard  v.  Duncan,  79  Neb.  189, 126  Am.  St.  Rep. 
661,  112  N.  W.  353.  We  are  not  satisfied 
with  the  reasoning  of  the  learned  judge  who 
wrote  the  opinion  in  Marshall  v.  Robert, 
supra,  nor  will  we  adopt  the  suggestions 
of  learned  counsel  for  defendant  upon  this 
phase  of  the  case.  A  tort  feasor  is  answer- 
able for  all  the  consequences  that,  in  the 
natural  course  of  events,  flow  from  his  un- 
lawful acts,  although  those  results  are 
brought  about  by  the  intervening  agency  of 
others,  provided  the  intervening  agents  were 
set  in  motion  by  the  primary  wrongdoer,  or 
were  the  natural  consequences  of  his  original 
act.  Philpot  V.  Taylor,  75  111.  309,  20  Am. 
Rep.  241. 

Conceding  that  Roudebush  was  told  by  de- 
fendant that  he  had  theretofore  conveyed  the 
land,  and  that  Roudebush  was  not,  and  could 
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not,  for  that  reason,  be  an  innocent  purchas- 
er, still  Kuns  knew  that,  by  executing  the 
quitclaim  deed,  he  might  place  Roudebush 
in  position  to  record  the  deed,  convey  the 
land  to  an  innocent  purchaser,  and  thereby 
destroy  the  earlier  title.  It  is  tasking  hu- 
man credulity  to  assert  that  Kuns  did  not  ex- 
pect, or  ought  not  to  have  anticipated,  the 
precise  course  of  action  pursued  by  his  gran- 
tee, and  we  think  that,  under  the  facts  in 
this  case,  defendant  must  be  held,  if  either 
Roudebush  or  Delatour  was  a  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser of  the  land. 

2.  The  instructions  are  criticized  because 
the  trial  court  did  not  inform  the  jury  that 
an  essential  element  of  a  bona  fide  purchase 
is  that  the  consideration  therefor  was  actu- 
ally paid.  If  there  was  any  contradiction  in 
the  evidence  upon  this  point,  we  might  con- 
sider the  assignment,  but  there  is  none.  De- 
fendant testifies  that  he  was  paid  $600  for 
his  deed,  and  the  testimony  of  Roudebush 
and  Delatour  that  the  consideration  for  the 
subsequent  conveyance  was  paid  is  not  de- 
nied. The  error,  therefore,  is  without  preju- 
dice to  defendant. 

3.  Defendant  insists  he  should  have  been 
permitted  to  prove  that,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  this  action,  and  subsequent  to 
the  execution  of  the  deed  to  Roudebush, 
plaintiff  sold  and  conveyed  the  land.  The 
facts,  according  to  the  offer  to  prove,  are 
that,  after  Delatour  purchased  from  Roude- 
bush, he  was  told  that  Mrs.  Hilligas  had 
an  unrecorded  deed  for  the  land,  and,  to 
prevent  a  possible  cloud  upon  his  title,  he 
paid  her  $25  for  a  conveyance,  which,  at  his 
direction,  she  made  for  his  benefit  to  a  busi- 
ness associate  and  personal  friend.  We  do 
not  think  she  thereby  disabled  herself  from 
nuuntaining  this  action.  Her  right  of  ac- 
tion, if  any,  sounds  in  tort,  and  would  not 
pass  by  her  subsequent  deed  for  the  land,  nor 
can  we  understand  upon  what  ground  an  es- 
toppel by  deed  can  thereby  be  predicated 
a^inst  her.  While  the  facts  did  not  con- 
stitute a  complete  defense  to  the  action, 
they,  in  our  judgment,  should  have  been  re- 
ceived in  mitigation  of  damages.  Even 
though  she  could  not  successfully  assert  her 
title  against  Delatour,  it  sufficed  to  yield 
her  $25.  If  Delatour  had  paid  her  the  value 
of  her  land,  she  would  not  have  been  damni- 
fied by  the  conduct  of  defendant.  The  error 
will  not,  however,  work  a  reversal  of  the 
csae,  if  plaintiff  will  remit  that  sima  with 
interest  from  the  2d  day  of  April,  1907. 

To  the  argument  that  plaintiff  cannot  re- 
cover more  than  Jones  paid  Kuns  for  the 
land,  it  may  be  repeated  that  this  action 
sounds  in  tort,  and  plaintiff,  if  entitled  to 
recover,  should  receive  compensation  for  the 
injury  inflicted  by  defendant's  wrongful  act. 
The  measure  of  her  recovery,  therefore,  is 
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the  value  of  the  land  at  the  time  she  lost 
title  thereto,  less  the  taxes  thereon,  and 
whatever  she  received  from  Delatour. 

All  of  the  numerous  assignments  of  error 
have  been  examined,  but  none  other  than 
those  heretofore  noticed  are  thought  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  warrant  a  detailed  dis- 
cussion, nor  do  they  in  combination  justify 
a  reversal  of  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court. 

The  judgment  of  the  District  Court  is 
therefore  affirmed,  upon  condition  that 
plaintiff  shall,  within  thirty  days  of  the  fil- 
ing of  this  opinion,  remit  from  her  judgment 
the  sum  of  $26  with  7  per  cent  interest 
thereon  from  April  2,  1907.  If  she  fails  to 
make  said  remittitur,  the  judgment  of  the 
District  Court  will  be  reversed,  and  the 
cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings. 
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JAMES  E.  RICHIE,  Appt., 

v. 
CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

(226  Pa.  511,  74  Atl.  430.) 

Officer  —  raising  salary  —  oonstltution^ 
al  prohibition  —  class. 

A  constitutional  prohibition  of  the  rais- 
ing of  an  officer's  salary  after  his  election 
or  appointment  is  not  limited  to  persons 
who  hold  constitutional  offices,  but  applies 
to  a  tax  collector,  whose  office  is  created  and 
abolished  at  the  legislative  will. 

(October  11,  1909.) 


yote.  —Applicability  to  nonconstitu- 
tional  officer  of  constitutional  pro- 
vision againet  increase  of  salaiTf  of 
officer  during  His  term  of  office. 

This  note  is  limited  to  the  single  ques- 
tion whether  the  term  "public  officer"  as 
used  in  the  Constitution,  prohibiting  any 
change  in  the  salary,  etc.,  of  a  public  officer 
during  his  term  of  office,  applies  to  noncon- 
stitutional  officers,  and  only  cases  are  in- 
cluded which  discuss  this  question.  This 
limitation  excludes  the  many  cases  which 
construe  the  term  "public  officers"  as  used 
in  such  a  constitutional  provision,  to  deter- 
miuo  who  is  a  public  officer,  or  what  is  a 
publ'c  office,  within  the  meaning  of  the  pro- 
vision. 

Neither  are  cases  included  which  consider 
the  question  what  constitutional  officers 
such  a  provision  applies  to,  and  cases  pass- 
ing upon  the  question  when  such  a  provi- 
sion applies  to  a  constitutional  officer,  are 
also  excluded.  As  thus  limited,  few  cases 
are  within  the  scope  of  the  note. 

In  general  it  may  be  said  that  public  of- 
fices are  created  for  the  public  good,  and 
the  term  of  official  existence  may  be  made 
longer  or  shorter,  or  the  office  itself  may 
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APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Superior  Court  affirming  a  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Num- 
ber 4,  for  Philadelphia  County,  in  defend- 
ant's favor  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
the  salary  to  which  plaintiff  alleged  he  was 
entitled  as  real-estate  assessor  of  Philadel- 
phia County.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Charles  L.  Brown,  Chester  N. 
Farr,  Jr.,  John  C.  Bell,  and  John  G. 
Johnson,  for  appellant: 

The  constitutional  provision  applies  to 
constitutional  officers  only. 

Com.  V.  McCombs,  S6  Pa.  436;  Com.  ex 
rel.  Nraughler  v.  Weir,  165  Pa.  284,  30 
Atl.  835;  Lloyd  v.  Smith,  170  Pa.  213,  35 
Atl.  190;  Kilgore  v.  Magee,  85  Pa.  401; 
Com.  ex  rel.  Yeager  v.  Nichols,  10  Kulp, 
103;  Baldwin  v.  Philadelphia,  09  Pa.  164; 
Com.  ex  rel.  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Mathues,  210  Pa. 
372,  59  Atl.  961 ;  Com.  ex  rel.  Haymaker  v. 


Black,  201  Pa.  433,  50  Atl.  1008;  Com.  ex 
rel.  McElroy  v.  Booth,  16  Pa.  Dist.  R.  920. 

Messrs.  Ernest  liowengrund,  and  J. 
Howard  Gendell,  for  appellee: 

An  act  changing  the  emoluments  of  pub- 
lic officers  is  inapplicable  to  those  holding 
office,  and,  whenever  possible,  will  be  con- 
strued as  not  intended  to  affect  the  then 
present  incumbents. 

Apple  V.  Crawford  County,  105  Pa.  300, 
51  Am.  Rep.  205;  Guldin  v.  Schuylkill 
County,  149  Pa.  210,  24  Atl.  171;  Lloyd  v. 
Smith,  176  Pa.  213,  35  Atl.  199;  Lyons  T. 
Means,  1  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  608 ;  Fox  v.  Lebanon 
County,  4  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  393;  Rupert  v.  Ches- 
ter County,  13  Pa.  Co.  Ct  342;  Cornell  v. 
Beaver  County,  3  Pa.  Dist.  R.  783. 

A  real-estate  assessor  is  a  public  officer 
within  the  meaning  of  the  constitutional 
provision  respecting  salaries  of  public  offi- 
cers. 

Brooke  v.   Com.   86   Pa.   163;    Lancaster 


be  abolished,  at  the  will  of  the  creating 
power,  generally  the  legislature,  and  its 
emoluments  may  be  increased  or  dimin- 
ished, except  in  special  cases  where  the 
Constitution  forbids  changing  an  officer's 
salary  or  emoluments  during  his  term  of 
office.  Farwell  v.  Rockland,  62  Me.  296; 
Hennepin  County  v.  Jones,  18  Minn.  199, 
Gil.  182. 

A  public  officer  is  entitled  to  the  salary 
provided  by  law,  because  the  law  attaches 
the  salary  to  the  office  as  an  incident  there- 
of, and  not  by  force  of  a  contract.  Hence 
the  compensation  of  an  officer  as  such  may 
be  regulated,  altered,  increased,  or  dimin- 
ished by  the  law-making  power,  at  any 
time,  unless  the  Constitution  provides,  oth- 
erwise. Allen  County  v.  Chapman,  22  Ind. 
App.  60,  53  N.  E.  187. 

In  Sullivan  v.  Bridgeport,  81  Conn.  660, 
71  Atl.  906,  the  court  said  that  the  pur- 
pose of  the  constitutional  provision  against 
increasing  the  salaries  of  public  officers  dur- 
ing their  term  of  office  was  to  take  from- 
the  public  bodies  therein  mentioned,  includ- 
ing cities,  the  power  to  make  gratuitous 
compensation  to  public  officers  and  employ- 
ees in  addition  to  that  established  by  law 
or  contract,  but  that  it  did  not,  either  di- 
rectly or  by  implication,  take  from  them 
the  power  to  regulate  by  legislation  the  pub- 
lic services  and  the  compensation  of  pub- 
lic officers,  and  added:  "They  may,  there- 
fore, to  the  extent  of  their  legislative  power, 
enact  laws  or  ordinances  fixing  the  future 
compensation  of  such  officers." 

Richie  v.  Phiu^oblphia  is  the  only  case 
found  specifically  considering  the  question, 
which  holds  that  such  a  constitutional  pro- 
vision applies  to  any  public  officer  upon 
whom  important  public  functions  are  im- 
posed for  a  fixed  term,  and  who  have  dele- 
gated to  them  some  of  the  functions  of 
government,  without  reference  to  whether 
the  office   is   a   constitutional   one. 

As  stated,  however,  many  cases  have  con- 
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strued  such  a  provision,  to  determine  to 
whom  or  to  what  office  the  term  "public 
officer"  as  used  in  the  provision'  applied, 
and  have  applied  it  to  public  officers  gener- 
ally, without  considering  the  point  wheth- 
er such  officer  was  a  constitutional  offi- 
cer. As  stated,  such  cases  are  excluded,  al- 
though mention  might  be  made  of  the  fol- 
lowing as  illustrative  of  the  class  excluded, 
wherein  the  term  "public  officer"  as  used 
in  very  similar  provisions  was  construed, 
and  a  doctrine  recognized  or  applied  simi- 
lar to  that  applied  in  Richie  v.  Philadel- 
phia: Stone  v.  Pryor,  103  Ky.  645,  45  S. 
W.  1053,  1136;  Frizzell  v.  Holmes  (Ky.) 
115  S.  W.  246;  Breathitt  County  v.  Noble 
(Ky.)  116  S.  VV.  777;  McNew  v.  Nicholas 
County,  30  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1147,  300  S.  W.  324; 
State  V.  Raine,  49  Ohio  St.  580,  31  N.  E. 
741 ;  Gobrecht  v.  Cincinnati,  61  Ohio  St. 
68,  23  L.R.A.  609,  36  N.  E.  782;  Apple  v. 
Crawford  County,  105  Pa.  301,  51  Am.  Rep. 
206;  Lancaster  County  v.  Fulton,  128  Pa. 
48,  5  L.R.A.  436,  18  Atl.  384;  Shiffert  v. 
Montgomery  County,  17  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  241; 
Thomas  v. 'State,  17  S.  D.  579,  07  N.  W. 
1011;  Guthrie  v.  Converse  County,  7  Wyo. 
95,  50  Pac.  229;  Bennett  v.  State,  16  S.  D. 
417,   03  N.   W.   643. 

It  has  been  held  that  a  constitutional 
provision  that  no  salary  or  compensation 
of  any  public  officer  shall  be  increased  or 
diminished  during  his  term  of  office  ap- 
plied only  to  such  salaries  or  compensa- 
tion of  public  officers  as  have  been  definite- 
ly fixed  or  prescribed  by  law,  either  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  state  or  by  a  statute 
made  in  pursuance  thereof.  Rucker  v. 
Pocahontas  County,  7  W.  Va.  661. 

And  that,  where  the  Constitution  for- 
bids any  change  in  the  salaries  of  justices 
of  the  supreme  judicial  court  during  their 
continuance  fn  office,  and  reference  is  made 
to  no  other  public  officers,  the  necessary  in- 
ference ic  that  the  legislature  ha«  absolute 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1909. 


RICHIE  y.  PHILABELPHIA. 


291 


County  ▼.  Fulton,  128  Fa.  48,  5  L.R.A.  436, 
18  Atl.  384;  Houseman  v.  Com.  100  Pa.  222; 
C(Hn.  ex  rel.  Kelly  v.  Sanderson,  11  Pa.  Co. 
Ct.  593;  Com.  ex  rel.  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Mathues, 
210  Pa.  372,  60  Atl.  961 ;  Hancox  v.  Venango 
County,  20  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  608 ;  Com.  v.  Kromer, 
4  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  241 ;  Rupert  v.  Chester  County 
and  Lyons  v.  Means,  supra;  Holler's  Peti- 
tion, 9  York  Leg.  Record,  105;  Com.  ex  rel. 
Schanbacher  v.  Benfleld,  5  Pa.  Dist.  R.  3.S3; 
Kvans  t.  Lloyd,  12  Pa.  Dist.  R.  380;  Hul- 
sizer  v.  Northampton  County,  6  North.  Co. 
Rep.  133;  Com.  v.  Kingsbury,  5  Law  Times 
N.  S.  51 ;  Goodman  v.  Huntington  County, 
17  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  393 ;  Fox  v.  Lebanon  County, 
supra;  Baldwin  v.  Philadelphia,  99  Pa.  104; 
Lloyd  V.  Smith,  176  Pa.  213,  35  Atl.  199. 

Brown,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

By  the  act  of  May  31,  1007  (P.  L.  329), 
the  salaries  of  real-estate  assessors  in  coun- 


ties having  a  population  of  1,000,000  or  over 
were  fixed  at  $3,000  per  annum.  At  the 
time  of  the  approval  of  this  act,  the  appel- 
lant was  one  of  the  real-estate  assessors  of 
the  county  of  Philadelphia,  to  which  the  act 
applied,  having  been  appointed  on  December 
31,  1903,  to  serve  for  a  period  of  five  years 
from  the  date  of  his  appointment.  His  sal- 
ary, as  fixed  by  the  act  of  April  12,  1873 
was  $2,000  per  annum,  and  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  sustained  by  the  superior  court 
(Richie  v.  Philadelphia,  37  Pa.  Super.  Ct. 
100),  denied  him  tlie  increase  claimed  un- 
der the  act  of  May  31,  1907,  on  the  ground 
that  its  provisions  did  not  extend  to  him  in 
view  of  §  13,  art.  3,  of  the  Constitution, 
which  prohibits  the  increase  of  the  salary  or 
emoluments  of  any  public  officer  after  his 
election  or  appointment. 

Two  reasons  are  assigned  why  the  judg- 
ment of  the  superior  court  should  not  be 
sustained.     The  first  is  that  the  clause  in 


power  over  the  compensation  of  all  other 
public  officers.  Farwell  v.  Roclcland,  62  Me. 
296. 

And  in  Loving  y.  Auditor  of  Public  Ac- 
counts, 76  Va.  942,  it  was  held  that  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  against  changing 
the  salaries  of  certain  enumerated  officers 
applied  only  to  such  officers,  and  hence,  as 
to  the  other  officers,  the  power  of  the  leg- 
islature to  change  their  salaries  at  any 
time  was  absolute. 

But  the  provision  of  the  Constitution 
against  increasing  or  diminishing  the  com- 
pensation of  a_  public  officer  during  his 
term  of  office  is' in  many  jurisdictions  held 
to  apply  only  to  officers  whose  office  was 
created  by  the  Constitution,  and  hence  not 
to  apply  to  public  officers  whose  office  was 
created  by  the  legislature.  Douglas  Coun- 
ty y.  Timme,  32  Neb.  272,  49  N.  W.  266, 
holding  that  the  office  of  county  commis- 
sioner was  a  nonconstitutional  office,  and 
hence  not  within  the  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Approved  in  State  ex  rel.  Gor- 
don v.  Moores,  61  Neb.  9,  84  N.  W.  399. 
Gotten  y.  Ellis,  62  N.  C.  (7  Jones,  L.)  545. 
applied  the  same  doctrine  and  reached  the 
same  conclusion  as  to  the  office  of  adjutant 
general. 

In  Milwaukee  County  y.  Hackett,  21 
Wis.  613,  in  holding  that  a  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  which  declares  that  the  com- 
pensation of  any  public  officer  should  not 
be  increased  or  diminished  during  his  term 
of  office,  did  not  apply  to  the  treasurer  of 
a  coupty,  and  applied  only  to  officers  who 
received  a  fixed  salary  from  the  public  treas- 
ury of  the  state,  Dixon,  Ch.  J.,  said  that  the 
word  "compensation"  as  used  in  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  mentioned  "sig- 
nifies the  return  for  the  services  of  such  of- 
ficers as  receive  a  fixed  salary  payable  out 
of  the  public  treasury  of  the  state;  and 
that  it  does  not,  and  was  not  intended 
to,  apply  to  the  remuneration  of  that  large 
class  of  officers,  such  as  sheriffs,  constables, 
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clerks  of  courts,  and  others,  who  receive 
specific  fees  for  specific  services  as  they 
are,  from  time  to  time,  required  to  ren- 
der them.  The  gross  annual  compensation 
of  such  officers  is  always  uncertain  and 
fluctuating,  and  the  receipts  during  one 
term  of  office,  or  portion  of  a  term,  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  another,  may  be  and 
often  are  largely  increased  or  diminished." 
Followed  in  State  ex  rel.  Martin  v.  Kalb, 
50  Wis.  178,  6  N.  W.  557.  which  holds  that 
this  provision  does  not  apply  to  a  judge  of 
a  county  court  of  limited  civil  and  criminal 
jurisdiction,  ci'eated  by  the  legislature.  Al- 
so, in  State  ex  rel.  Sommer  v.  Eriokson,  120 
Wis.  435,  98  N.  W.  253,  which  held  that 
this  provision  did  not  apply  to  a  county 
sheriff. 

In  Mial  v.  Ellington,  134  N.  C.  131,  65 
L.R.A.  697,  46  S.  E.  961,  the  court  said 
that  the  offices  created  by  the  Constitution 
were  beyond  the  power  of  the  legislature 
to  affect,  either  with  respect  to  the  term  or 
except  within  the  limitations  fixed  by  the 
Constitution,  the  salary. 

And  in  Hennepin  County  v.  Jones,  supra, 
the  court  said:  "Public  offices  in  this  state 
are  mere  agencies  of  the  government,  creat- 
ed for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  incumbent.  Unless  it  is  ex- 
pressly forbidden  by  the  Constitution,  their 
emoluments,  when  they  are,  as  in  this  in- 
stance, prescribed  by  law,  may  be  altered, 
increased,  reduced,  and  regulated  by  law. 
Indeed  the  office  itself  [emoluments  and 
all],  if  created  by  law,  as  is  the  office  in 
question  in  this  case,  may  be  discontinued 
or  abolished   by   law." 

Although  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
court  of  appeals  is  not  expressly  mentioned 
in  the  constitutional  provision  against 
changing  the  compensation  of  public  officers, 
it,  however,  being  an  office  expressly  rec- 
ognized by  the  Constitution,  falls  within  the 
scope  of  this  provision.  Com.  v.  Addams, 
95  Ky.  588,  26  S.  W.  681. 
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the  Constitution  prohibiting  the  increase  of 
the  salary  of  a  pul>lic  officer  after  his  elec- 
tion or  appointment  applies  only  to  public 
officers  who  hold  constitutional  offices-  A 
real-estate  assessor  is  not  such  an  officer, 
for  his  office  is  not  one  of  those  named  in 
the  Constitution,  and  a  clear  distinction  is 
recognized  by  our  cases  between  a  constitu- 
tional office,  enjoying  exemption  from  legis- 
lative interference  and  control,  and  one 
wholly  legislative,  created  and  abolished  at 
the  legislative  will.  This  distinction,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  real  question  before  us. 
What  we  are  again  called  upon  to  decide  is 
whether  the  13th  section  of  the  3d  article  of 
the  Constitution  is  broad  enough,  and  was 
so  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  extend  to  all  public  officers  (except 
those  saved  by  the  Constitution  itself)  upon 
whom  grave  and  important  duties  are  im- 
posed for  a  fixed  term,  and  who,  for  the 
proper  performance  of  the  same,  have,  dur- 
ing the  term  of  their  election  or  appoint- 
ment, delegated  to  them  some  of  the  func- 
tions of  government.  The  3d  article  of  the 
Constitution  is,  throughout  its  thirty-three 
sections,  a  restraint  upon  the  powers  of  the 
general  assembly,  and  if  its  13th  section  was 
intended  to  apply  only  to  the  comparatively 
few  offices  created  by  the  Constitution,  with 
which  alone  state,  county,  and  municipal 
government  could  not  be  administered,  such 
intention  would  certainly  have  found  ex- 
pression somewhere  in  the  article  upon  leg- 
islation. That  the  narrow  construction  for 
which  the  learned  counsel  for  the  appellant 
contend  is  not  to  be  placed  upon  the  13th 
section,  we  have  distinctly  ruled  in  two 
cases,  and  substantially  so  in  others.  In 
Brooke  v.  Com.  80  Fa.  103,  the  suggestion 
upon  which  the  writ  of  quo  warranto  is- 
sued averred  that,  on  July  8,  1875,  Downing, 
a  member  of  select  council  from  one  of  the 
wards  of  Philadelphia,  had  resigned;  that, 
by  the  laws  in  existence  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  his  term  of  office  would  have  ex- 
pired on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  1877 ; 
that,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  March  10,  1875, 
passed  after  his  election,  his  term  of  office 
had  been  extended  to  the  first  Monday  of 
April,  1877.  The  answer  of  respondent  was 
that  Downing's  term  had  not  been  affected 
by  the  act  of  March  10,  1876,  because  of  the 
constitutional  provision  that  no  law  shall 
extend  the  term  of  any  public  officer  after 
his  election.  The  demurrer  to  the  answer 
having  been  overruled  by  the  court  below, 
and  a  writ  of  error  taken  to  this  court,  we 
said,  in  sustaining  the  demurrer:  "Under 
the  law  in  force  at  his  election,  Downing's 
term  expired  in  January,  1877.  The  Consti- 
tution of  1874  forbade  his  extension  by 
legislative  enactment."  Subsequently,  in 
Houseman  v.  Com.  100  Pa.  222,  in  answer  to 
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the  contention  that  municipal  ofBoera  were 
not  intended  to  be  embraced  in  the  term 
"officer"  as  used  in  §  4,  art.  6,  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  provides  that  all  officers 
shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior, 
and  appointed  officers,  other  than  judges  of 
the  courts  of  record  and  the  superintendent 
of  public  instruction,  may  be  removed  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  power  by  which  they  ate  ap- 
pointed, we  said,  through  Green,  J.,  that  the 
words  "office,"  "officers,"  and  "any  public 
officer,"  mentioned  in  §  13,  art.  3,  of  the 
Constitution,  "are  used  with  a  generality 
of  expression  which  plainly  includes  those 
of  the  state,  county,  and  municipality;"  and 
it  is  to  be  regarded  as  settled  that  an 
office  is  a  public  one  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Constitution,  if  the  holder  of  it  exercises 
grave  public  functions,  and  is  clothed  at  the 
time  being  with  some  of  the  powers  of 
sovereignty. 

The  second  reason  urged  why  the  appel- 
lant should  have  judgment  is  that,  even  if 
the  constitutional  prohibition  is  not  limited 
to  constitutional  officers,  he  is  not  a  public 
officer.  In  every  case  in  which  the  question 
arises  whether  the  holder  of  an  office  is  to 
be  regarded  as  a  public  officer  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitutiim,  that  question 
must  be  determined  by  a  consideration  of 
the  nature  of  the  service  to  be  performed  by 
the  incumbent,  and  of  the  duties  imposed 
upon  him,  and  whenever  it  appears  that 
those  duties  are  of  a  grave  and  important 
character,  involving  in  the  proper  perform- 
ance of  them  seoae  of  the  functions  of  gov- 
ernment, the  officer  charged  with  them  is 
clearly  to  be  regarded  as  a  public  one.  In 
the  performance  of  his  statutory  duties,  this 
appellant  fixed,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
values  of  properties  as  the  basis  upon  which 
they  were  to  be  assessed  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  revenues  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
city  and  county  governments  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  public  schools.  In  passing  judg-. 
ment  upon  these  values,  it  nay  be  said  that 
he  exercised  semijudicial  functions,  the 
proper  exercise  of  which  was  of  the  gravest 
importance  to  the  entire  community.  By  the 
proper  test  he  was  held  by  both  the  common 
pleas  and  superior  court  to  have  been  a  pub- 
lic officer  in  commission  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  1907,  and,  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  judgment  of  the  superior  court, 
nothing  is  to  be  added  to  the  following  from 
its  opinion:  "The  second  contention  is  that, 
even  if  the  constitutional  prohibition  is  ap- 
plicable to  legislative  as  well  as  constitu- 
tional officers,  nevertheless  a  real-estate  as- 
sessor cannot  be  properly  considered  a  pub- 
lic officer.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that  there 
are  many  persons  engaged  in  the  public 
service  in  subordinate  positions,  exercising 
functions  of  such  an  inferior  character  that 
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they  could  not  be  properly  considered  public 
offieera  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.    This  much  is  indicated  in  Com.  ex 
n\.  Haymaker  t.  Black,  201  Pa.  433,  50  Atl. 
1008,  and  Houseman  t.  Com.  supra,  in  the 
latter  of  which  the  court  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  policemen,  firemen,  watchmen,  and 
superintendents  of  public  property  under  the 
orders  of  the  municipal  depar^ent,  were 
subordinate  ministerial  agents  or  employees, 
at  the  most,  petty  officers  not  intended  to 
be  embraced  in  the  constitutional  provision, 
and  therefore  subject  to  appointment  and  re- 
moval according  to   legislative   regulation. 
Where,  however,  the  officer  exercises  impor- 
tant public  duties,  and  has  delegated  to  him 
some  of  the  functions  of  government,  and 
bis  office  is  for  a  fixed  term,  and  the  powers, 
duties,  and  emoluments  become  vested  in  a 
successor  when  tbe  oftice  becomes  vacant,  such 
an  official  may  properly  be  called  a  public 
officer.     Tbe  powers  and  duties  attached  to 
the  position  manifest  its  character.    A  con- 
sideration of  the  duties  imposed  upon  real- 
estate   assessors    leaves    no    doubt   in    our 
minds  that  the  relation  which  they  sustain 
to  the  maintenance  of  government  is  of  such 
consequence  that  they  should  be  considered 
public  officers.     The  functions  which  they 
perform  are   of  prime  importance.     Their 
duties    are    designated    by    statute.     They 
serve  for  a  fixed  period,  act  under  oath,  the 
duties    they    perform    are   semi  judicial    in 
character,  and  their  services  are  indispen- 
sable in  the  fiscal  system  as  established  by 
the  state.     It  was  decided  in  Williamson's 
EsUte,  153  Pa.  608,  26  Atl.  246,  that  assess- 
ment is  prinoarily  the  work  of  the  assessors, 
and  the  powers  of  the  board  of  revision  ex- 
tend only  to  the  work  of  revision.    If  the 
assessor  neglect  to  put  a  Valuation  on  any 
property  he  has  listed,  the  bcfard  may  sup- 
ply the  omission,  and,  where  property  that 
should  have  been   assessed  has  been  over- 
looked by  the  assessor,  the  board  may  place 
it  on  the  list  and  fix  its  value.    Their  only 
authority  to  make  a  valuation  exists  where 
the  assessors  have  omitted  to  make  it.    The 
assessors  alone  are  invested  with  power  to 
list  the  property  and  fix  its  value  in  the 
first  instance.    A  proper  discharge  of  their 
duties  is  a  matter  of  great  consequence  to 
the  taxable  inhabitants,  and  involves  judg- 
ment,   intelligence,    integrity,   and    a    wide 
knowledge  of  values.     That  the  office  was 
considered  important  is  shown  by  the  limit- 
ed number  of  such  officials  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  considerable  compen- 
sation accorded  to  them.     The  duties  im- 
posed place  them  in  a  position  of  such  dig- 
nity and  responsibility  that  they  may  well 
be  considered   public  officers,  and   as  such 
subject  to  the  operation  of  §  13  of  article  3 
of  the  Constitution." 
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No  one  of  the  cases  cited  in  support  of  ap- 
pellant's contentions  conflicts  with  the  fore- 
going views.    It  may  be  proper  to  refer  to 
two   of   them   upon   which   great   reliance 
seems  to  be  placed.     In  Kilgore  v.  Magee, 
85  Pa.  401,  the  question  whether  the  appel- 
lant was  a  public  officer  within  the  mean- 
ing of  §  13  of  article  3  of  the  Constitution 
was  not   discussed   in   the   opinion   of  the 
court  overruling  the  five  specific  objections 
to  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  under 
consideration.    The  decrees  were  on  demur- 
rers to  the  bills,  from  the  face  of  which  it 
evidently  did  not  appear  to  the  court  that 
Kilgore  was  a  public  officer.    At  all  events, 
it  was  said  of  him  that  he  was  filling  the 
place  of  a  mere  public  servant  of  the  munic- 
ipality.   In  the  very  next  volume  of  the  re- 
ports (Brooke  v.  Com.  supra),  a  member  of 
council — a  municipal  officer,  but  one  clothed 
with  legislative  functions — ^was  held  to  be  a 
public  officer  within  the  terms  of  the  Con- 
stitution.    The   question   in  Com.  ex   rel. 
Nraughler  v.   Weir,   165   Pa.   284,  30  Atl. 
835,  was  not  as  to  the  extension  of  the  term 
of  the  chief  burgess,  but  as  to  its  curtail- 
ment.   The  constitutional  restriction  is  not 
upon   the  abridgement  or  abrogation  of  a 
nonconstitutional    public    office,    but    upon 
the    extension   of   the   same.    Weir's   office 
was    abridged,    and    in    abridging    it    the 
legislature  violated  no  constitutional  pro- 
hibition.   "If   the   provision   were   'no   law 
shall    abridge    the    term    of    any    public 
officer,'   it   might   well   be   contended   that 
what   cannot    be    curtailed    cannot   be    ab- 
rogated;   but   the   instrument   contains   no 
such  language.    The  salary  'may  not  be  in- 
creased or  diminished ;'  but  what  is  declared 
of  the  term  is  simply  that  it  'shall  not  be 
extended.'    To  say  that  this  means  that  the 
office  shall  not  be  abolished,  or  its  duration 
shortened,  would  be  to  wrest  the  words  of 
the  organic  law  to  a  purpose  which  it  does 
not  disclose."     Hare,  J.,  in   Donohugh  v. 
Roberts,  11  W.  N.  C.  186.    For  the  reason 
thus  given  by  this  very  learned  judge,  the 
constitutional  prohibition  was  not  violated 
in  the  Weir  Case. 

The  assignment  of  error  is  overruled,  and 
the  judgment  for  the  appellee  is  affirmed. 


WASHINGTON  SVPRKME  COUKT. 

TENA  BUTLER,  Appt., 

V. 

SUPREME    COURT   OF    INDEPENDENT 
ORDER  OF  FORESTERS,  Respt. 

(53  Wash.  118,  101  Pac.  481.) 

Death  —  seven  years'  absence  —  Jury. 

I      1.  In  case  a  member  of  a  mutual  benefit 
'  society  has  been  absent  and  unheard  from 
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for   more   than    seven   years,   the   question 
whether  or   not  his  death  occurred   before 
the  beneficiary  of  his  cefrtificate  ceased  to 
pay  his  dues  is  for  the  jury. 
Same  —  evidence  —  sufficiency. 

2.  The  jury  may  find  that  death  was  the 
cause  of  the  disappearance  of  a  man  who 
was  under  middle  age,  had  a  family  to  whom 
he  was  very  strongly  attached, — where  no 
domestic  infelicity  had  ever  existed, — was 
in  reasonably  good  circumstances,  was  re- 
spected in  the  community,  and  no  possible 
cause  could  be  assigned  for  his  wilfully 
abandoning  his  home. 

Estoppel  —  inconsistent  acts  ^  death  of 
beneficiary. 

3.  The  wife  of  a  member  of  a  mutual  bene- 
fit society  who  has  been  absent  and  unheard 
from  for  more  than  seven  years  is  not  es- 
topped by  the  fact   that   she  instituted   a 


suit  for  divorce  against  him  on  the  ground 
of  desertion,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a 
marketable  title  to  property  standing  in  his 
name,  from  claiming  in  a  suit  upon  the  cer- 
tificate, that  he  died  before  the  institution 
of  the  divorce  proceedings, — at  least  where 
the  society  is  not  shown  to  have  been  in- 
jured by  her  conduct. 

(Mount  and  Chad  wick,  JJ.,  dissent.) 

(May  5,   1009.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  Spokane  County 
dismissing  an  action  brought  to  recover  the 
amo\int  alleged  to  be  due  on  a  mutual  bene- 
fit certificate.     Reversed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 


Note.  —  Time  of  death  of  one  premimed 
to  be  dead  after  seven  years'  absence, 
unheard  of. 

This  note  is  confined  to  those  cases  where 
the  question  at  issue  was  the  date  of  the 
death  of  one  who  had  been  absent,  unheard 
of,  for  a  sufficient  period  of  time  to  be  le- 
gally, presumed  dead  when  the  question 
arose,  and  does  not  include  cases  in  which 
it  was  sought  to  determine  either  the  fact 
or  time  of  death  of  one  whose  absence  had 
not  been  of  sufiicient  length  to  raise  such 
presumption. 

There  is  an  irreconcilable  conflict  of  au- 
thority as  to  whether  or  not  the  presump- 
tion of  death  from  absence  raises  any  pre- 
sumption as  to  the  precise  time  of  the  death, 
— a  conflict  of  opinion  which  arises  largely 
from  the  different  views  taken  of  the  nature 
of  the  presumption  of  life.  Some  of  the 
courts  assert  that  inasmuch  as  b  person 
once  shown  to  be  alive  must  be  presumed  to 
continue  to  live,  and  as  such  presumption 
ceases  to  operate  only  when  cut  o(T  by  the 

S resumption  of  death,  such  person  cannot 
e  presume<l  to  have  died  before  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period,  and  that,  therefore,  in 
the  absence  of  any  evidence  otherwise,  he 
will  be  presumed  to  have  lived  during  tlie 
entire  period.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  as- 
serted that  this  presumption  of  life  cannot 
have  any  such  effect  and  that  when  the  pre- 
sumption of  death  arises  the  precise  date 
of  the  death  is  still  altogether  in  doubt,  and 
must  be  shown  by  evidence  of  some  sort. 
The  latter  rule  is  the  rule  established  by  the 
English  decisions  and,  for  the  sake  of  con- 
venience they  will  be  first  reviewed. 

The  earliest  important  English  case  to  dis- 
cuss this  question  at  length  is  Doe  ex  dem. 
Knight  V.  Nepean,  5  Barn.  &  Ad.  80,  an  ac- 
tion of  ejectment,  in  which  it  appeared 
that  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  claimed  the 
premises  by  title  accruing  on  the  death  of 
one  who  had  not  been  heard  of  for  some 
twenty-five  years,  and  the  question  was 
whether  the  action  was  barred  by  a  stat- 
ute which  limited  the  entry  into  land 
twenty  years  after  title  accrued.  It  was  ad- 
mitted that  such  person  must  by  law  be  pre- 
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sumed  to  be  dead,  and  if  that  presumption 
were  referable  to  the  time  when  he  was  last 
heard  of  the  action -was  brought  too  late, 
but  if  it  arose  only  after  seven  years  had 
elapsed  from  the  time  of  his  disappearance 
the  action  was  in  time.  The  court  of  King's 
Bench  held  that  though  absence  of  seven 
years  naturally  led  tlie  mind  to  believe 
that  the  person  was  dead,  and  was  therefore 
sufiicient  evidence  to  warrant  an  inference 
that  the  party  was  dead  at  the  end  of  such 
period,  it  certainly  raised  none  as  to  the 
exact  time  of  the  death,  still  less  that  it 
took  place  at  the  end  of  the  seven  years.  To 
quote  from  the  opinion:  "Absence  for  that 
period  has  no  tendency  to  induce  the  belief 
that  life  has  ceased  at  that  precise  time,  and 
no  case  has  been  cited,  nor  do  we  know  of 
any,  in  which  it  has  been  laid  down  as  a 
rule  of  law,  that  such  a  presumption  ought 
to  be  made,  or,  in  which,  in  point  of  fact, 
any  such  effect  has  been  given  to  evidence 
of  absence  abroad."  The  court  therefore  re- 
fused to  lay  down  an  arbitrary  rule  that 
seven  years'  absence,  without  a  party  hav- 
ing been  heard  of,  was  prima  facie  evidence 
of  his  death  at  the  end  of  the  seven 
years,  since  "such  a  rule  would  in  the 
very  great  majority  of  cases,  nay,  in.  al- 
most every  case,  cause  the  fact  to  be  found 
against  the  truth;  and  as  the  rule  would  be 
applicable  to  all  cases  in  which  the  time  ot 
death  became  material,  would,  in  many,  be 
productive  of  much  inconvenience  and  injus- 
tice." 

And  in  Nepean  v.  Doe,  2  Mees.  &  W.  894, 
8  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  512,  another  and  subse- 
quent action  between  the  same  parties  for 
the  same  premises  as  in  the  case  last  cited, 
the  conclusion  there  reached  was,  after  full 
consideration  by  the  exchequer  chamber,  de- 
clared to  be  correct,  that  while  the  law  pre- 
sumed that  where  a  person  went  abroad,  and 
was  not  heard  of  for  seven  years,  such  |?er- 
son  was  dead,  there  was  no  presumption 
that  he  died  at  the  beginning  or  at  the  end 
of  any  particular  period  during  those  seven 
years,  and  that  if  it  were  important  to  any- 
one to  establish  the  precise  time  of  such 
person's  death,  he  must  do  so  by  evidence  of 
some  sort  beyond  the  mere  lapse  of  seven 
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Messrs.  Belden  &  Liosey,  for  appellant: 

Any  facts  or  circumstances  relative  to  the 
character,  habits,  conditions,  affections,  at- 
tachments, prosperity,  and  objects  in  life, 
which  usually  control  the  conduct  of  men, 
and  are  the  motives  of  their  actions,  are 
competent  evidence  from  which  may  be  in- 
ferred the  death  of  one  disappearing  and  un- 
heard from,  whatever  has  been  tlie  duration 
of  such  absence. 

Tisdale  v.  Connecticut  Mut.  Ii.  Ins.  Co.  26 
Iowa,  170,  96  Am.  Dec.  136;  Hancock  y. 
American  L.  Ins.  Co.  62  Mo.  26;  Whiteley  v. 
Equitable  Life  Assur.  Soc.  72  Wis.  170,  39 
N.   \V.   369. 

The  question  of  fact  as  to  the  time  of  in- 
sured's death  is  a  matter  for  determination 
by  the  jury. 


Ryan  y,  Tudor,  31  Kan.  366,  2  Pac  787; 
2  Wharton,  Ev.  §  177;  1  Greenl.Ev.  g  41;  13 
Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.'p.  300;  Reedy  v.  Millizen, 
155  HI.  636,  40  N.  E.  1028. 

The  action  of  the  plaintiff  in  obtaining  a 
divorce  did  not  work  an  estoppel  in  pats,  or 
an  equitable  estoppel,  which  will  run  in 
favor  of  the  defendant,  as  it  was  not  preju- 
diced by  such  action. 

16  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  pp.  734,  777,  964,  969, 
topic  C;  Hunter  v.  Hunter,  111  Cal.  261, 
31  L.R.A.  411,  52  Am.  St  Rep.  180,  43  Pac. 
756;  Dahlman  v.  Forster,  65  Wis.  382,  13 
N.  W.  264;  1  Green].  Ev.  g  2041,  pp.  324- 
337;  1  Enc.  Ev.  p.  425. 

Mr.  Samuel  R.  Stern,  for  respondent: 

Plaintiff  is  estopped  by  the  divorce  pro- 


years.  To  quote  from  the  opinion:  "Wlien 
nothing  is  heard  of  a  person  for  seven  years, 
it  is  obviously  a  matter  of  complete  uncer- 
tainty at  what  point  of  time  in  those  seven 
years  he  died;  of  all  the  points  of  time,  the 
last  day  is  the  most  improbable,  and  most 
inconsistent  with  the  ground  of  presuming 
the  fact  of  death.  That  presumption  arises 
from  the  great  lapse  of  time  since  the  party 
has  been  heard  of;  because  it  is  considered 
extraordinary,  if  he  was  "alive,  that  he 
should  not  be  heard  of.  In  other  words,  it 
is  presumed  that  his  not  being  heard  of  has 
been  occasioned  by  his  death,  which  pre- 
sumption arises  from  the  considerable  time 
that  has  elapsed.  If  you  assume  that  he 
was  alive  on  the  last  day  but  one  of  the 
seven  years,  then  there  is  nothing  extraor- 
dinary in  his  not  having  been  heard  of  on 
the  last  day;  and  the  previous  extraordi- 
nary lapse  of  time,  during  which  he  was 
not  heard  of,  has  become  immaterial  by  rea- 
son of  the  assumption  that  he  was  living  so 
lately.  The  presumption  of  the  fact  of  death 
seems,  therefore,  to  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  death  took  place  some  considerable 
time  before  the  expiration  of  the  seven 
years."  The  court  added  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  make  any  election  between  the 
b^inning  of  the  seven  years  and  the  end  of 
them,  as  the  period  to  which  his  death 
should  be  referred. 

The  rule  enunciated  in  these  two  cases 
was  applied  in  Re  How,  1  Swabey  &  T.  53; 
Peck's  Goods,  29  L.  J.  Prob.  N.  S.  96;  As- 
tell's  Goods,  31  L.  J.  Prob.  N.  S.  38;  Smith's 
Goods,  31  L.  J.  Prob.  N.  S.  382. 

In  both  of  the  cases  first  cited  herein  it 
was  contended  that  a  person  once  shown  to 
be  alive  was  presumed  to  continue  to  live 
until  the  contrary  was  shown,  and  that  in 
the  case  of  a  person  presumed  to  be  dead 
after  seven  years'  absence  the  presumption 
was  that  he  lived  through  the  entire  period, 
and  that  therefore  such  presumption  was 
sufficient  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  had 
brought  his  action  in  time  and  the  trial 
court,  in  the  earlier  action,  gave  judgment 
for  the  plaintiff  on  that  ground.  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Denman,  who  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court  in  both  instances,  said  nothing, 
26  LJLA.(N.S.) 


however,  in  either  case  in  regard  to  the  pre- 
sumption of  the  continuance  of  life,  except 
that,  in  discussing  the  burden  of  proof  upon 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  to  establish  in  the 
first  place  that  the  person  under  whom  he 
claimed  was  in  fact  dead,  he  declared  in 
both  cases  that  the  law  presumed  that  » 
person  once  alive  continued  so  until  the  con- 
trary was  shown;  and  in  the  exchequer 
chamber  he  stated  the  first  question  to  be 
whether  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  was  bound 
to  give  some  evidence  as  to  the  precise  time 
of  the  death  of  the  person  under  whom  he 
claimed,  in  order  to  show  that  he  had 
brought  this  action  within  twenty  years  of 
the  death,  or  whether  the  presumption  of 
his  being  alive  continued  to  the  last  moment 
of  the  seven  years  since  he  was  last  heard 
of.  And  although  the  learned  lord's  lan- 
guage in  discussing  the  second  burden  of 
proof  on  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  namely, 
to  show  the  date  of  the  death  in  question, 
seems  to  make  it  unmistakably  plain  that  in 
his  opinion  that  party  could  not  rely  upon 
any  presumption  of  the  continuance  of  life, 
yet  his  statements  in  regard  to  such  pre- 
sumption appear  to  have  been  the  only  au- 
thority for  the  general  principles  of  law 
enunciated  in  I^mbe  v.  Orton,  6  Jur.  N.  S. 
61;  Dunn  v.  Snowden,  2  Drew.  &  S.  201; 
and  Thomas  v.  Thomas,  2  Drew.  &  S.  298, 
— all  of  which  were  decided  by  Vice  Chancel- 
lor Kindersley.  These  principles  are  in  sub- 
stance: First,  that  the  law  presumed  a  per- 
son not  heard  of  for  seven  years  to  be  dead, 
but,  in  the  absence  of  special  circumstances, 
drew  no  presumption  from  that  fact  as  to 
the  particular  period  at  which  he  died;  sec- 
ond, that  a  person  living  at  a  ceitain  period 
of  time  was,  according  to  the  ordinary  pre- 
sumption of  law,  presumed  to  be  alive  at 
the  expiration  of  any  reasonable  period 
afterwards;  and,  third,  the  burden  of  prov- 
ing death  at  any  particular  period,  either 
within  the  seven  years  or  otherwise,  was 
with  the  party  alleging  death  at  such  par- 
ticular period. 

The  cases  just  reviewed  were  followed  by 
Vice  Chancellor  Malins  in  Re  Benham,  L. 
R.  4  Eq.  416,  and  while  Nepean  v.  Doe, 
supra,  was  also  cited  to  support  the  proposi- 
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oeeding  from  claiming  that  insured  died  be- 
fore the  institution  thereof. 

16  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  679;  U  Am.  & 
Eng.  £nc  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  389.  446;  Davis 
V.  Wakelee,  166  U.  S.  680,  39  L.  ed.  678,  16 
Sup.  Ct  Rep.  555;  Ferry  ▼.  Ferry,  9  Wash. 
242,  37  Pac.  431 ;  Potvin  t.  Denny  Hotel  Co. 
37  Wash.  323,  79  Pac.  940;  Campbell  t. 
Stephens,  66  Pa.  314;  Olympia  v.  Knox, 
49  Wash.  637,  96  Pac.  1090;  Calhoun  t. 
Leary,  6  Wash.  17,  32  Pac.  1070;  Cloud  t. 
Lawrence,  12  Wash.  163,  40  Pac.  741 ;  Scott 
T.  Mathews,  26  Wash.  486,  65  Pac.  756; 
State  ex  rel.  Curtis  v.  Thompson,  117  La. 
102,  41  So.  367 ;  Stine  v.  Goodman,  29  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  221,  92  S.  W.  612;  Layne  v.  Layne,  28 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  810,  90  S.  W.  656;  Jones  v. 
Neal,  44  Tex.  Civ.  App.  412,  98  S.  W.  417; 
Linn  ▼.  Ziegler,  68  Kan.  628,  76  Pac.  489. 


Dunbar,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

August  Schneider,  upon  whose  life  the 
beneficiary  certificate  herein  sued  upon  was 
issued,  disappeared  from  his  home  in  the 
city  of  Spokane,  July  7,  1898.  On  that  date 
he  was  last  seen  by  Mrs.  Belle  Bassett,  his 
sister-in-law,  standing  at  his  front  gate  talk- 
ing to  a  stranger.  When  Mrs.  Bassett  was 
passing  out  of  the  gate,  Mr.  Schneider  called 
to  her,  saying  that  he  was  going  to  the 
mines  to  be  gone  for  several  days,  and  asked 
her  to  come  over  and  take  care,  of  the  house, 
and  to  sprinkle  the  lawn  while  he  was  gone, 
and  requested  her  to  say  to  his  wife,  who 
was  visiting  away  from  home,  that  hs  would 
return  home  on  the  following  Wednesday. 
Mrs.  Schneider,  with  the  children,  had  been 
visiting  her  parents  for  some  time,  but  was 


tion  that  there  could  be  no  presumption  of 
death  at  any  particular  period  within  the 
seven  years,  and  that  the  law  presumed  only 
the  fact  of  death,  not  that  it  took  place  at 
the  banning  or  end  of  that  period,  the 
leamed  vice  chancellor  went  somewhat  fur- 
ther than  the  authorities  relied  upon  would 
seem  to  warrant.  To  quote  from  the  opin- 
ion: "All  that  is  presumed  is  that  he  is 
dead  when  the  seven  years  have  expired. 
But  if  you  cannot  presume  death  at  any 
particular  period  during  the  seven  years, 
then,  at  the  end  or  expiration  of  the 
seven  years,  you  must  presume  for  the  first 
time  that  he  is  dead,  and  you  must  also 

f  resume  that  within  that  time  he  is  alive, 
agree  that,  on  the  probabilities  of  the 
case,  he  may  be  supposed  to  have  died  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  seven  years,  as  that 
would,  in  fact,  account  for  his  silence.  But 
the  rule  which  I  have  referred  to  was  estab- 
lished for  general  convenience,  the  true 
principle  being  that  those  who  argue  for  the 
death  at  oV  within  any  particular  period  are 
bound  to  prove  the  fact."  In  accordance 
with  this  principle  it  was  further  held  that 
where  a  legacy  was  left  to  one  who  had  not 
been  heard  of  for  more  than  seven  years  by 
a  testator,  who  died  some  six  years  after  the 
legatee's  disappearance,  t)ie  legacy  did  not 
lapsei  and  was  payable  to  the  legatee's  per- 
sonal representatives,  though  the  action  was 
brought  by  them.  This  case  was  appealed, 
and  Lord  Justice  Rolt  discharged  the  lower 
court's  order  and  directed  further  inquiries, 
simply  stating  that  there  was  no  evidence 
for  the  court  to  act  upon,  and  that  it  was  a 
case  not  of  presumption,  but  of  proof.  37 
L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  266  (also  reported  in  Re 
Phene,  L.  R.  6  Ch.  139,  at  page  141,  note 
9), 

The  rule  to  be  gathered  from  the  four 
cases  last  reviewed  is  that  there  is  a  pre- 
sumption that  a  person  presumed  to  be  dead 
from  absence  lived  during  the  whole  of  that 
period,  and  that  therefore  the  burden  is  up- 
on the  party  who  alleges  the  death  to  have 
occurred  within  that  period  to  show  that 
fact.  These  cases,  however,  were  overruled 
in  Re  Phene,  L.  R.  5  Ch.  130,  which  must, 
26  LJlJi.(N.S.) 


in  the  absence  of  any  decision  by  the  House 
of  Lords,  be  considered  as  finally  establish- 
ing the  rule  in  England.  Lord  Justice  Gif- 
fard,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
declared  that  Lord  Denman's  statements  as 
to  the  pfesuraption  of  the  continuance  of  life 
were  not  essential  to  the  conclusion  arrived 
at  by  him,  or  sound  in  point  of  reason;  but 
that  other  parts  of  his  opinions  in  the  two 
cases  first  cited  went  to  prove  that  there 
was  not,  and  ought  not  to  be,  any  such  pre- 
sumption ;  that  if  there  was  such  a  presump- 
tion of  law  it  would  be  no  ground  for  throw- 
ing the  onus  of  proof  on  the  plaintiff  in 
those  cases  where  seven  years  had  elapsed 
from  the  date  of  the  last  proof  of  existence; 
that  on  the  contrary,  it  would  carry  the 
date  of  death,  as  declared  by  Vice  Chancel- 
lor Malins,  to  the  end  of  the  seven  years; 
but  that  both  of  the  decisions  were  that  it 
did  not,  and,  because  it  did  not,  the  plain- 
tiff failed.  It  was  further  reasoned  that  it 
was  a  general,  well-founded  rule  that  a  per- 
son seeking  to  recover  property  must  estab- 
lish his  title  by  affirmative  proof,  and  that 
no  exception  could  be  asserted  to  such  rule, 
whereby  the  onus  of  proving  death  at  any 
particular  period,  either  within  the  seven 
years  or  otherwise,  could  be  with  the  party 
alleging  death  at  such  particular  time  and 
not  with  the  person  to  whose  title  that  fact 
was  essential.  To  quote  from  the  opinion: 
"The.  true  proposition  is  that  those  who 
found  a  right  upon  a  person  having  survived 
a  particular  period  must  establish  that  fact  i 
affirmatively  by  evidence;  the  evidence  will 
necessarily  differ  in  different  cases,  but  suf- 
ficient evidence  there  must  be,  or  the  person 
asserting  title  will  fail." 

A  few  years  before  the  decision  in  Re 
Phene,  the  rule  as  there  laid  down  haul  in 
fact  been  applied  without  discussion  in  Re 
Green,  L.  R.  1  Eq.  288. 

And  this  rule  was  applied  also,  in  the 
following  cases:  Re  Walker,  L.  R.  7  Ch. 
120;  Re  Lewes,  L.  R.  11  Eq.  236,  affirmed 
in  L.  R.  6  Ch.  356;  Re  Rhodes,  L.  R.  36 
Ch.  Div.  586;  Re  Benjamin  [19021  1  Ch. 
723;  Willyams  v.  Scottish  Widows'  Fund, 
52  J.  P.  471,  cited  in  6  Mews  Eng.  Cas.  Law 
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expected  home  within  a  few  days.  Mrs. 
Basaett  testified  that  she  was  detained  at 
the  house,  at  the  work  which  she  was  as- 
signed to  do,  a  little  later  than  usual  on 
that  day,  and  that  Mr.  Schneider  came  home, 
in  company  with  the  stranger  above  indi- 
cated, before  she  had  finished  her  work ;  that 
they  were  standing  at  the  gate  talking  when 
she  passed  out,  when  the  conversation  be- 
tween herself  and  Mr.  Schneider  took  place. 
Mrs.  Schneider  testified  that  every  effort 
was  made  to  locate  her  husband,  but  to  no 
avail.  She  communicated  the  fact  of  his 
disappearance  to  his  lodge.  The  lodge  took 
op  the  search,  and  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  see  if  he  eould  be  found,  but  with  the 
same  result.  The  committee  caused  an  ac- 
count of  his  strange  disappearance,  together 


with  a  description  of  the  man,  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  "Forester,"  a  journal  conducted 
for  the  benefit  of  the  order,  and  asked  any 
of  the  brothers  reading  the  same,  if  one 
should  hear  or  learn  of  a  person  answering 
Schneider's  description,  to  report  the  matter 
to  the  Spokane  lodge.  No  tidings  of  I)im 
were  ever  received.  Mrs.  Schneider  contin- 
ued to  pay  the  dues  on  her  husband's  policy 
until  February  28,  1900,  when,  being  as  she 
says  satislied  that  he  was  dead,  she  discon- 
tinued the  same.  Shortly  after  this  date 
she  desired  to,  and  had  an  opportunity  to, 
sell  the  real  property  belonging  to  herself 
and  Mr.  Schneider,  but  the  purchaser  was 
not  satisfied  with  the  title,  and  refused  to 
accept  the  same.  She  consulted  counsel,  and 
was  advised  that  seven  years  would  have  to 


Dig.  578;  Connor's  Goods,  Ir.  L.  R.  29  Eq. 
261. 

The  latest  English  ease  to  discuss  this 
question  at  length  is  Re  Aldersey  [1906]  2 
Ch.  181,  which  was  a  summons  by  a  trustee 
under  a  will  to  determine  the  disposition 
of  the  share  of  one  of  the  children  of  the 
testatrix,  who  had  not  been  heard  of  for 
seven  years.  It  was  held  that  the  burden 
was  upon  such  child's  representative  to 
prove  that  he  survived  the  period  when  he 
was  last  heard  of,  and  that  the  trustee  was 
at  liberty  to  deal  with  his  share  as  though 
he  had  died  on  the  day  he  disappeared,  in 
the  absence  of  evidence  that  he  survived  the 
da^  when  he  was  last  heard  of.  The  court 
said:  "It  might  be  said  that  he  was  not 
likely  to  have  died  wi  the  next  day.  The 
answer  is,  very  likely  not.  That  is  a  ques- 
tion of  probabilities  with  which  the  court  is 
not  concerned.  He  might  have  lived  a  long 
time  after,  but  it  is  for  the  person  claim- 
ing his  share  to  say  how  long.  .  .  . 
There  is  no  presumption  in  favor  of  the 
continuance  of  life;  it  is  entirely  a  matter 
of  evidence  in  each  case ;  and  if  the  claimant 
fails  to  prove  the  continuance  of  life  the 
claim  must  fail." 

The  rule  as  thus  established  by  the  Eng- 
lish courts  has  been  clearly  summarized  in 
Hammon,  Ev.  §  62d.  "The  presumption  of 
death  arising  from  seven  years'  absence  with- 
out tidings  assumes  the  fact  that  the  ab- 
sentee is  dead  after  the  expiration  of  the 
seven  years,  and  this  is  all  that  it  assumes. 
The  court  cannot  presume  that  life  con- 
tinued durin|;  the  seven  years'  period,  or 
any  part  of  it^  nor  that  it  did  not  so  con- 
tinue. It  cannot  presume  that  death  oc- 
curred at  or  before  the  expiration  of  that 
time;  nor  that  it  did  not  so  occur.  To 
whosesoever  case  it  is  essential  that  the 
sbsentee  continued  to  live  during  the  seven 
years'  period,  or  any  part  of  it,  on  the  one 
hand,  or  that  the  absentee  died  at  or  be- 
fore the  lapse  of  that  time,  on  the  other 
hand,  on  that  party  lies  the  burden  of 
proof." 

And  this  principle  that  the  presumption 
01  death  raises  no  presumption  as  to  the 
precise  time  of  the  death  in  question  has 
2«  L.ILA.(N£.) 


been,  adopted  by  many  courts  in  America, 
^t  is  difficult  to  say,  however,  whether  these 
courts  agree  entirely  with  the  English 
courts  as  to  the  question  of  the  burden  of 
proof,  since  it  is  in  many  instances  almost 
impossible  to  tell  from  the  language  used 
in  reference  to  this  question  whether  they 
meant  that  the  burden  was  upon  the  party 
whose  title  is  dependent  upon  the  occurrence 
of  the  death  within  the  seven-year  period, 
or  upon  the  person  who  asserts  that  faotJ 
And  the  difficulty  is  increased  by  the  fact 
that  frequently  the  burden  would  be  upon 
the  same  party,  under  either  rule. 

Thus,  in  Davie  v.  Briggs,  97  U.  S.  628, 
24  L.  ed.  1086,  Taylor,  Ev.  §  157,  was  cited 
to  the  effect  that  although  a  person  not 
heard  of  for  seven  years  was  presiuned  to 
be  dead,  the  law  raised  no  presumption  as 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  that  therefore 
if  anyone  had  to  establish  the  precise  period 
during  those  seven  years  at  which  such  per- 
son died  he  must  do  so  by  evidence,  and 
could  not  rely  upon  the  presumption  either 
of  death  or  of  the  continuance  of  life.  The 
court  also  approved  of  the  rule  of  Nepean  v. 
Doe,  2  Mees.  &  W.  894,  8  Eng.  Rul.  Cas. 
612,  that  the  time  of  death,  whenever  it  was 
material,  must  be  the  subject  of  distinct 
proof. 

And  in  Kendrick  v.  Grand  Lodge  A.  O.  U. 
W.  8  Ky.  L.  Rep.  149,  it  was  said  to  be 
established  by  overwhelming  authority  both 
in  this  country  and  England,  that  the  pre- 
sumption of  law  related  only  to  the  fact  of 
death,  and  that  the  time  of  death,  when- 
ever it  was  material,  must  be  the  subject 
of  distinct  proof,  and  that  therefore,  in  an 
action  on  a  policy  of  insurance  upon  the 
life  of  one  presumed  to  be  dead  after  seven 
years'  absence,  in  which  the  plaintiff's  right 
to  recover  depended  upon  the  assured'^  death 
having  occurred  at  a  time  within  such- pe- 
riod when  the  assessments  and  premiums 
then  due  had  been  paid,  the  burden  was  up- 
on him  to  show  death  at  that  time. 

And  in  Spahr  v.  Mutual  L.  Ins.  Co.  98 
Minn.  471,  108  N.  W.  4,  it  was  held  that 
there  was  no  presumption  that  one  died  at 
any  particular  time  during  the  seven  years 
of  his  absence,  and  that  the  time  of  his 
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elapse  before  she  could  get  a  decree  of  the 
court  adjudging  her  husband  dead,  unless 
she  could  produce  some  direct  evidence  of 
his  death  at  an  earlier  date.  This  being  im- 
possible, it  was  decided  that  the  only  way 
she  could  obtain  a  salable  title  to  the  land 
would  be  to  obtain  a  decree  of  divorce  from 
Schneider  on  the  ground  of  desertion,  and 
have  the  property  set  aside  to  her  as  her  sep- 
arate estate.  Under  this  advice  the  divorce 
proceeding  was  instituted.  In  due  time  a  de- 
cree was  granted,  decreeing  to  Mrs.  Schnei- 
der all  the  real  property  that  stood  in 
Schneider's  name  before  his  disappearance. 
In. 1906,  after  the  expiration  of  seven  years, 
plaintiff  commenced  this  action  to  recover 
upon  the  policy  of  insurance  issued  by  the 
defendant,   on   the   ground   of  the   death   of 


Schneider.  The  defendant  answered,  deny- 
ing generally,  and  interposing  an  affirmative 
defense  to  the  effect  that,  at  the  time  of 
August  Schneider's  death,  if  he  was  pre- 
sumed to  be  dead,  he  was  not  in  good  stand- 
ing in  the  defendant  order,  his  dues  not 
having  been  paid  until  the  end  of  the  seven 
years.  It  is  also  affirmatively  pleaded  that 
the  plaintiff  was  estopped  by  reason  of  her 
having  brought  her  divorce  action  in  April, 
1000,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  her  action,  hav- 
ing regarded  August  Schneider  as  alive,  she 
could  not  come  into  court  in  another  and  dif- 
ferent action,  and  tontend  that  he  was  in 
fact  dead  at  the  time  the  former  action  was 
instituted.  After  the  pleadings  were  at  is- 
sue, and  before  the  trial,  the  defendant's  at- 
torney  interposed   a   motion   for   judgment. 


death,  whenever  material,  must  be  proven, 
like  any  other  material  fact,  by  the  party 
alleging  it. 

■  And  in  Bradley  v.  Modern  Woodmen  (Mo. 
App.)  124  S.  W.  69  (an  action  upon  a  bene- 
fit certificate  which  was  not  begun  until 
after  more  than  seven  years  of  unexplained 
absence  of  the  insured),  it  was  held  that 
there  was  no 'presumption  in  that  state  re- 
garding the  date  when  a  person  died,  who 
had  been  absent  and  unheard  of  for  seven 
years,  or  as  to  whether  he  died  at  the  end 
of  the  period  or  during  it.  The  court  said 
that  the  suit  stood,  as  to  the  task  of  mak- 
ing out  a  case  for  recovery,  as  though  it 
had  been  begun  any  time  after  the  date  up- 
on which  the  insured  was  alleged  to  have 
died.  To  quote  from  the  opinion:  "The  aid 
plaintiff  derives  from  the  seven  years  of 
absence  and  lack  of  information  is  not  by 
way  of  presumption  at  the  end  of  said 
period  that  her  husband  is  dead,  which 
would  be  the  all-important  fact  if  her  case 
depended  solely  on  his  death  having  oc- 
curred before  the  suit  was  filed.  But  as  the 
case  stands,  it  does  not  help  her  at  all,  in- 
asmuch as  recovery  depends  on  his  being 
dead  within  about  two  months  after  he  left 
home.  What  help  plaintiff  gets  from  his 
protracted  absence  without  having  been 
heard  of  is  due  to  the  tendency  of  those  two 
facts  to  prove  he  was  dead  within  the  two 
months  previous  to  the  default  in  payment 
of  an  assessment."  Sec,  however,  other 
Missouri  cases  cited  herein. 

And  in  Re  Allen,  24  N.  Y.  S.  R.  251,  6 
N.  Y.  Supp.  560,  it  was  held  that  the  pre- 
sumption of  death  raised  no  presumption  as 
to  the  time  thereof,  and  that  if  it  became 
important  for  a  party  to  establish  the  pre- 
.  cise  time  of  death  he  must  do  so  by  evi- 
dence, and  he  could  not  rely  upon  the  pre- 
sumption of  death  or  of  the  continuance  of 
life. 

And  in  Spencer  v.  Roper,  35  N.  C.  (13 
Ired.  L.)  333,  it  was  held,  confirming  "an 
intimation"  given  by  the  same  court  in 
State  V.  Moore,  33  N.  C.  (11  Ired.  L.)  100, 
53  Am.  Dec.  401,  that,  where  a  party  had 
been  absent  seven  years  without  having  been 
heard  of,  the  only  presumption  arising  was 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


that  he  was  then  dead;  that  none  arose  as 
to  the  time  of  his  death;  and  that  if  it  was 
important  to  anyone  to  establish  the  precise 
time  of  such  death  it  must  be  done  by  evi- 
dence of  some  sort  besides  the  mere  lapse  of 
seven  years  since  being  last  heard  from. 

And  in  Chapman  v.  Cooper,  5  Rich.  L. 
452,  Judge  Wardlaw,  in  his  concurring  opin- 
ion, used  the  following  language:  "From  ab- 
sence, unheard  of,  for  seven  years,  the  fact 
of  death  is  presumed,  but  not  the  time.  To 
fix  the  time  at  the  end  of  seven  years  would 
be  almost  always  contrary  to  the  fact;  to 
fix  it  at  the  beginning,  immediately  after 
the  continuance  of  life  had  been  positively 
ascertained,  would  be  plainly  contrary  to 
truth  and  common  sense.  Circumstances  may 
enable  a  jury  to  say  when  it  took  place,  or 
that  it  preceded  a  given  event  within  the 
seven  years.  (But  there  must  be  some  cir- 
cumstances to  overcome  the  presumption 
that  life  continues  for  at  least  seven  years, 
or,  if  that  presumption  has  been  overcome 
by  the  lapse  of  the  seven  years,  to  fix  at  one 
period  rather  than  another  the  time  of 
death  left  wholly  uncertain;  and  these  cir- 
cumstances must  be  shown  by  the  party 
whose  interest  it  is  to  establish  the  time  of 
death  anterior  to  the  expiration  of  the 
seven  years."/  See,  however,  other  South 
Carolina  cases  cited  herein. 

In  Evans  v.  Stewart,  81  Va.  724,  and 
Whiteley  v.  Equitable  Life  Assur.  Soc.  72 
Wis.  170,  39  N.  W.  309,  the  strict  English 
rule  was  applied  upon  the  authority  of  Re 
Phene,  L.  R.  5  Ch.  139,  and  it  was  held  that 
the  law  raised  no  presumption  as  to  the 
time  of  death  of  one  presumed  to  be  dead 
after  seve'n  years'  absence,  unheard  of,  and 
that  the  burden  of  proving  that  the  death 
took  place  at  any  particular  time  within 
the  seven  years  was  upon  one  who  claimed 
a  right  by  reason  of  the  death  within  that 
period. 

In  the  following  cases  it  was  held  that 
the  presumption  of  death  from  absence 
raised  no  presumption  as  to  the  date  there- 
of, without  discussion  either  of  that  ques- 
tion or  of  the  burden  of  proof:  Hamilton 
V.  Rathbone,  9  App.  D.  C.  48,  reversed  on 
other  grounds  in  176  U.  S.  414,  44  L.  ed. 
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urging  as  grounds  therefor  the  alleged  es- 
toppel above  set  forth.  This  motion  was  de- 
nied, trial  was  had  before  a  jury,  and,  after 
the  introduction  of  plaintiff's  testimony,  de- 
fendant's attorney  renewed  his  motion  to 
dismiss  on  the  grounds  stated  in  the  affirma- 
tive defenses;  and,  after  hearing  argument 
of  respective  counsel,  the  court  rendered  de- 
cision, taking  the  case  from  the  jury,  and 
dismissing  the  same  on  the  grounds  of  es- 
toppel urged  by  defendant. 

The  main  contention  of  the  appellant  here 
is  that  the  court  erred  in  refusing  to  allow 
the  cause  to  go  to  the  jury  and  dismissing 
the  action,  and  in  entering  the  judgment 
which  followed  said  dismissal.  It  seems  to 
be  well  settled  that  the  presumption  of 
death  attaches  when  a  party  has  been  absent 


for  seven  years  without  tidings  of  his  exist- 
ence. There  is  some  conflict  in  authority 
as  to  the  time  at  which  death  is  presumed 
to  occur  under  such  presumption;  but  the 
great  weight  of  authority  is  to  the  effect 
that  that  is  a  question  of  fact  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  jury.  In  reaching  a  conclu- 
sion as  to  the  time  of  death  much  must  nec- 
essarily depend  upon  the  domestic  attach- 
ment of  the  party.  If  it  appears  that  the 
party  had  little  regard  for  his  family  or 
friends,  had  no  local  attachments  of  any 
kind,  was  known  to  be  on  bad  terms  with 
his  family,  or  neglectful  of  it,  or  was  in 
the  habit  of  leaving  his  home  for  consider- 
able periods  of  time  without  notifying  his 
family  or  friends  of  his  whereabouts,  these 
circumstances  would  tend  to  diminish  the 


219,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  155;  Johnson  v.  John- 
son, 114  111.  611,  55  Am.  Rep.  883,  3  N.  E. 
232  (but  see  other  Illinois  cases  cited  here- 
in) ;  Seeds  v.  Grand  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  93 
Iowa,  176,  61  N.  W.  411;  Johnson  v.  Meri- 
thew,  80  Me.  Ill,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  162,  13 
Atl.  132;  Sprigg  v.  Moale,  28  Md.  497,  92 
Am.  Dec.  698;  Waitc  v.  Coaracy,  45  Minn. 
169,  47  N.  W.  537;  McCartee  v.  Camel,  1 
Barb.  Ch.  456;  Wisconsin  Trust  Co.  v.  Wis- 
consin M.  &  F.  Ins.  Co.  Bank,  105  Wis. 
464,  81  N.  W.  642. 
•y  On  the  other  hand,  many  American  cases 
have  adopted  the  principle  that,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  circumstances  from  which  the  pre- 
cise time  of  death  may  be  inferred,  the  pre- 
sumption of  death  cannot  act  retrospec- 
tively, and  that  therefore  the  person  whose 
death  is  in  question  will  be  taken  to  have 
lived  during  the  whole  of  the  period  and 
to  have  died  at  its  expiration. 

Thus,  in  Montgomery  v.  Bevans,  1  Sawy. 
653,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  9,736,  in  which,  in  sup- 
port of  the  contention  that  as  to  a  party 
presumed  to  be  dead  from  absence  there  was 
no  presumption  of  the  continuance  of  life 
during  that  period,  it  was  argued,  in  re- 
liance upon  Doe  ex  dem.  Knight  v.  Nepean, 
Nepean  v.  Doe  and  Re  Phene,  supra, 
that  the  presumption  of  death  arose  from 
the  lapse  of  time  since  the  party  had 
been  heard  of;  for  it  was  considered 
extraordinary,  if  he  was  alive,  that  he 
should  not  be  heard  of  during  this  period 
and  if  he  was  to  be  presumed  to  be  alive  up 
to  the  last  day  but  one  of  the  seven  years. 
there  was  nothing  extraordinary  in  his  not 
being  heard  of  on  the  last  day,  and  that 
the  previous  lapse  of  time  in  which  he  was 
not  heard  of  became  immaterial  by  reason 
of  the  presumption  that  he  was  living  so 
lately,  and  that  therefore  there  was  no  pre- 
sumption in  favor  of  the  continuance  of  life 
during  the  seven  years,  since  if  such  pre- 
sumption prevailed  from  one  day  after  dis- 
appearance proved,  it  would  necessarily  pre- 
vail for  six  years  and  three  hundred  and 
sixty-four  days,  and  the  whole  basis  upon 
which  the  presumption  of  death  rested 
would  become  absurd.  The  court  admitted 
that  the  authorities  relied  upon  supported 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


the  argument  advanced,  but  refused  to  fol-. 
low  those  cases,  and  in  support  of  its  posi- 
tion used  the  following  language:  "The" 
law  ...  in  England  is  different  from 
the  law  which  obtains  in  this  country,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  presumption  of  the 
continuance  of  life.  Here,  as  in  England, 
the  law  presumes  that  a  person  who  has 
not  been  heard  of  for  seven  years  is  dead; 
but  here  the  law,  differing  in  this  respect 
from  the  law  of  England,  presumes  that 
a  party  once  shown  to  be  alive  continues 
alive  until  his  death  is  proved,  or  the  rule 
of  law  applies  by  which  death  is  presumed 
to  have  occurred,  that  is,  at  the  end  of 
seven  years.  And  the  presiunption  of  life 
is  received,  in  the  absence  of  any  counter- 
vailing testimony,  as  conclusive  of  the  fact, 
establishing  it  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining the  rights  of  parties  as  fully  as  the 
most  positive  proof.  The  only  exception  to 
the  operation  of  this  presumption  is  when 
it  conflicts  with  the  presumption  of  inno- 
cence, in  which  case  the  latter  prevails. 
This  rule  is  much  more  convenient  in  its 
application,  and  works  greater  justice  than 
the  doctrine  which  obtains  in  England,  ac- 
cording to  the  decision  in  Re  Phene,  that 
the  existence  of  life  at  any  particular  time 
within  the  seven  years,  when  the  fact  be- 
comes material,  must  be  affirmatively  proved. 
In  numerous  cases  such  proof  can  never  be 
made,  and  property  must  often  remain  nn- 
distributed  or  be  distributed  among  the 
contestants,  not  according  to  any  settled 
principle,  but  according  as  one  or  the 
other  li.i<>pens  to  be  the  moving  party 
in  court.  .  .  .  Nor  is  this  rule  as  to 
the  presumption  of  the  continuance  of 
life  up  to  the  end  of  the  seven  years 
justly  subject  to  the  criticism  of  coun- 
sel, that  it  renders  absurd  the  whole 
basis  on  which  the  presumption  of  death 
rests.  There  must  be  some  period  when 
the  presumption  of  the  continuance  of  life 
ceases  and  the  presumption  of  death  super- 
venes; and  as  in  all  cases  where  the  ex- 
istence of  a  presumption  arising  from  the 
lapse  of  time  is  limited  by  a  fixed  period, 
it  is  difficult  to  assign  any  valid  reason 
why  one  presumption  should  cease  at  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


300 


WASHIKGTON  SUPREME  COURT. 


Mat, 


presumption  of  death  as  the  cause  of  the 
disappearance.  But  wliere  the  party  is 
known  to  be  sober  arid  industrious,  with 
strong  domestic  attachments,  considerate, 
kind,  and  affectionate  to  his  family,  and 
generally  regardful  of  the  rights  of  others, 
and  disappears  suddenly  from,  or  leaves,  his 
home  and  the  community  in  which  he  lives 
and  where  his  interests  are,  without  any  ex- 
planation, these  are  circumstances  so  strong 
that,  without  more,  the  jury  would  be  justi- 
fied in  concluding  that  death  was  the  cause 
of  his  disappearance.  This  seems  to  be  prac- 
tically the  case  at  bar,  as  shown  by  the  tes- 
timony. It  appears  that  Schneider  was  a 
man  under  middle  age;  that  he  had  a  wife 
and  two  children,  a  boy  and  a  girl;  that  he 
was  very  strongly  attached  to  his  family; 


that  no  domestic  infelicity  had  ever  existed; 
that  he  was  respected  in  the  community; 
was  in  reasonably  good  circumstances;  and 
that  no  possible  cause  could  be  assigned  for 
his  wilfully  leaving  his  home  under  the  cir- 
cumstances which  are  assigned. 

In  laying  down  the  rule  of  evidence  Mr. 
Greenleaf,  in  his  work  on  Evidence,  vol.  1, 
(16th  ed.  §  41),  says:  "It  is  not  necessary 
that  the  party  be  proved  to  be  absent  from 
the  United  States,  it  is  sufficient  if  it  ap- 
pears that  he  has  been  absent  for  seven 
years  from  the  particular  state  of  his  resi- 
dence without  having  been  heard  from.  The 
presumption  in  such  cases  is  that  the  per- 
son is  dead;  but  not  that  he  died  at  the 
end  of  the  seven  years,  nor  at  any  other  par- 
ticular time.    The  time  of  the  death  is  to  be 


.  particular  time  designated,  rather  than  at 
some  other  period,  and  a  different  pre 
sumption  arise,  except  that  it  is  important 
that  some  time  when  the  change  takes  place 
should  be  permanently  established."  ' 

And  in  Whiting  v.  NichoU,  46  III.  230,  92 
Am.  Dec.  248,  the  court  said:  "At  what 
particular  time  a  party  died  is  of  no  im- 
portance, to  one  claiming  a  right  which  be- 
comes established  on  a  death,  but  it  may  be 
important  to  one  resisting  that  right,  and 
so  it  becomes  an  affirmative  fact,  which  the 
party  alleging  must  prove.  .  .  .  The 
English  rule  laid  down  in  Doe  ex  dem. 
Knight  v.  Nepean,  6  Barn.  &  Ad.  86,  and  in 
Nepean  v.  Doe,  2  Mees.  k  W.  894,  8  Eng. 
Rul.  Cas.  612,  that  the  only  presumption, 
where  a  person  has  been  absent  for  seven 
years  without  being  heard  of,  is  that  he  is 
dead,  but  there  is  no  presumption  as 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  whether  he  died  at 
the  beginning  or  at  the  end  of  any  particu- 
lar period  during  those  seven  yeans,  has  not 
been  generally  adopted  in  this  country.  As 
held  by  the  courts  of  this  country,  the  doc- 
trine is  that  a  person  once  found  to  be 
alive,  is  presumed  to  continue  to  live  until 
there  be  proof  of  the  contrary.  At  the  end 
of  seven  years  from  the  time  he  was  last 
heard  of,  the  presumption  of  life  ceases,  and 
the  opposite  presumption  of  death  takes  its 
place.  The  legal  presumption  .  .  .  estab- 
lishes not  only  the  fact  of  death,  but  also 
the  time  at  which  the  person  shall  first  be 
accounted  dead.  This  is  an  arbitrary  pre- 
sumption, but  rendered  necessary  on  grounds 
of  public  policy,  in  order  that  rights  de- 
pending upon  the  life  or  death  of  persons 
long  absent  and  unheard  of  may  be  settled 
by  some  certain  rule." 

And  in  Reedy  v.  Millizen,  155  111.  636, 
40  N.  E.  3028,  after  stating  that  the  rule 
was  well  established  that  absence  of  seven 
years  of  a  party,  without  his  whereabouts 
being  known  and  without  having  been  heard 
from  during  that  period,  raised,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  a  presumption  of 
death,  the  court  went  on  to  say:  "When, 
however,  a  thing  is  shown  to  e.xist,  its  con- 
tinuance is  presumed  until  the  contrary  is 
shown  or  a  conflicting  presumption  arises. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Hence,  unless  it  be  shown  that  death  occurred 
prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  seven  years' 
absence,  or  some  conflicting  presumption 
arises  from  the  facts  proved  which  would 
overcome  the  presumption  of  the  continu- 
ance of  life,  the  presumption  of  life  would 
obtain  until  the  full  expiration  of  the  period, 
when  the  contrary  presumption  of  death, 
from  the  continued  absence,  would  arise. 
While,  therefore,  it  is  true  that  there  is  no 
presumption  that  death  occurred  at  any  par- 
ticular time  within  the  seven  years,  it  is 
also  true  that,  in  the  absence  of  contraven- 
ing facts  or  controlling  presumptions,  it  will 
be  presumed  that  life  oontinued  during  the 
entire  period." 

In  Clarke  v.  Canfield,  15  N.  J.  Eq.  119, 
it  was  held  that  a  statute  providing  that 
a  person  absenting  himself  for  seven  years 
without  being  heard  from  should  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  dead  furnished  a  legal  pre- 
sumption of  the  time  of  the  death  as  well 
as  of  the  fact  of  the  death.  The  court 
said  that  the  legal  presumption,  independent 
of  the  statute,  was  that  life  continued  until 
the  contrary  was  shown,  or  until  a  different 
presumption  was  raised;  that  in  the  absence 
of  the  statute  the  presumption  would  be 
that  such  person  was  still  alive,  and  that 
the  presumption  ceased  only  when  it  was 
overcome  by  the  countervailing  presumption 
of  death,  under  the  statute,  which,  however, 
did  not  operate  retrospectively. 

So,  in  Eagle  v.  Emmet,  4  Bradf.  117,  the 
court  used  the  following  language:  "Con- 
fessedly, before  the  analogy  drawn  from  the 
statutes  of  bigamy  and  life  tenancies  pre- 
vailed, it  was  a  rule  of  evidence  to  presume 
life  unless  the  contrary  was  shown.  That 
rule  still  continues,  except  so  far  as  it  has 
been  modified  by  the  presumption,  drawn 
from  the  statutes,  of  death  after  seven 
years'  absence  without  intelligence.  The 
practical  effect  of  these  two  rules,  if  both 
are  to  be  taken  as  subsisting,  is  that  when- 
ever the  law  is  invoked  as  to  rights  de- 
pending upon  the  life  or  death  of  the  absent 
party,  he  is  to  be  deemed  as  living  until  the 
seven  years  have  expired,  and  after  that  is 
to  be  deemed  as  dead.  Not  that  the  law 
finds  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  he  died  on  the 
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inferred  by  the  jury  from  the  circumstan- 
ces" In  2  Wharton's  Evidence,  S  1277,  it 
is  said:  ".  .  .  Ignorance  aa  to  such  per- 
son after  due  inquiry  of  all 'persons  likely 
to  know  of  him  if  he  were  alive,  cessation 
of  writing  of  letters  and  of  communications 
with  relatives,  in  which  case  the  inference 
rises  or  falls  with  the  domestic  attachments 
of  the  party.  Thus  death  may  be  inferred 
by  a  jury  from  the  mere  fact  that  a  party 
who  is  domeatie,  attentive  to  his  duties,  and 
with  a  home  to  which  he  is  attached,  sud- 
denly, finally,  and  without  explanation,  dis- 
appears." In  Tisdale  v.  Connecticut  Mut. 
L.  Ins.  Co.  26  Iowa,  170,  96  Am.  Dec.  136, 
the  court  said:  "Any  facts  or  circumstances 
relating  to  the  character,  habits,  condition, 
affections,  attachments,  prosperity,  and  ob- 


jecta  in  life  which  usually  control  the  con- 
duct of  men  and  are  the  motives  of  their 
actions,  are  competent  evidence  from  which 
may  be  inferred  the  death  of  one  absent  and 
unheard  from,  whatever  has  been  the  dura- 
tion of  such  absence."  The  court  then  g^ves 
Fn  instance  of  an  honorable,  upright  citizen, 
who  had  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  neigh- 
bors and  his  friends,  was  prosperous  in  busi- 
ness, rich  in  the  affection  of  wife  and  chil- 
dren, who  disappears,  and  is  never  heard 
of  afterwards.  Says  the  court:  "Must  sev- 
en years  pass,  or  must  it  be  shown  that  he 
was  last  seen  or  heard  of  in  peril,  before  his 
death  can  be  presumed?  No  greater  wrong 
could  be  done  to  the  character  of  the  man 
than  to  account  for  his  absence,  even  after 
the  lapse  of  a  few  short  months,  upon  the 


last  da^  of  the  seven  years,  but  that  rights 
depending  on  his  life  or  death  are  to  be 
administered  as  if  he  had  died  on  that  day. 
It  is  impossible  to  say  when  he  died,  or  even 
to  assert  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  he  is 
dead ;  but  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence,  the 
law  will  account  him  as  dead  at  a  certain 
time,  and  not  before.  This  is  an  artificial 
rale,  and  of  course  cannot  be  expected  to 
square  with  the  actual  fact.  It  is  the  logical 
result  of  two  presumptions,  founded  upon 
reasons  of  convenience,  and  the  necessity  of 
fixing  upon  some  limit  within  which  the 
relations  of  the  living  to  the  absent  are  to 
be  determined,  more  than  upon  any  strong 
probabilities." 

And  in  Burr  v.  Sim,  4  Whart.  150,  33  Am. 
Dee.  50,  Chief  Justice  Gibson  said:  "The 
presumption  of  death,  as  a  limitation  of  the 
presumption  of  life,  must  be  taken  to  run 
exclusively  from  the  termination  of  the  pre- 
scribed period,  so  that  the  person  must  be 
taken  to  hAve  then  been  dead,  and  not  be- 
fore. Indeed  that  is  a  necessary  conclusion 
from  viewing  it  not  merely  as  a  limitation, 
but  as  a  countervailing  presumption,  which, 
ts  it  does  not  supplant  its  predecessor  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  period,  assumes  no  more 
than  that  the  individual  and  the  period  ex- 
pired together;  and  the  predecessor,  being 
still  in  force  to  rule  the  case  in  respect  to 
the  time  covered  by  it,  is  sufficient  to 
sustain  an  inference  of  intermediate  exist- 
w>ce  throughout.  Thus  the  presumption  of 
life  continues  till  it  is  displaced  by  a  more 
potent  one,  which,  however,  has  no  retroac- 
tive  force;  and  indeed  it  would  be  of  little 
use  if  it  had,  for  to  leave  the  time  of  the 
death  still  uncertain,  would  leave  a  per- 
plexity which  it  was  its  purpose  to  remove. 
It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  additional  cir- 
cumstances of  probability  may  justify  a  pre- 
sumption that  the  death  was  still  sooner; 
but  these,  where  they  operate,  introduce  a 
distinct  and  dissimilar  principle.  What 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  palpable  error  of  Chief 
Jnstice  Denman  in  Doe  ex  dem.  Knight  v. 
Nepean,  ...  is  the  view  he  took  of  the 
presumption  of  death  from  the  efflux  of  a 
definite  period,  as  being,  in  some  measure,  a 
natural  one  operating  within  the  period  and 
M  I-JU.(N.8.) 


in  proportion  to  its  tendency  to  produce 
actual  belief,  and  not  merely  aa  an  artificial 
one  tending  to  the  leg;al  conclusion  of  a  fact 
without  the  period,  which,  independently  of 
circumstances,  a  jury  is  bound  to  draw. 
...  It  certainly  has  not  been  expressly 
decided  that  the  person  must  be  taken  to 
have  lived  throughout  the  period;  but  that 
conclusion  inevitably  follows  from  the  legal 
presumption  of  life,  which,  though  prospec- 
tively rebutted  as  a  particular  period,  is 
sufficient  to  sustain  the  allegation  of  ex- 
istence during  the  time  it  lasted." 

So,  in  Schaub  v.  Griffin,  84  Md.  557,  30 
Atl.  443,  though  it  was  held  that  while  there 
was  a  presumption  of  the  death  of  a  party 
after  seven  years'  absence  unheard  of,  there 
arose  no  presumption  of  the  time  of  the 
death,  and  therefore,  if  it  be  required  to 
establish  the  precise  period  of  death,  it  must 
be  done  by  evidence,  ...  the  court  never- 
theless went  on  to  say:  "It  does  not  follow, 
however,  from  this  fact  that  there  may  not 
be  a  presumption  of  the  continuance  of  life 
during  the  waiting  period.  Indeed  it  seems 
difficult  to  state  any  sufficient  reason  why 
a  person  shown  to  be  alive  at  any  particular 
period  of  time  should  not  be  presumed  to 
continue  to  live,  until  there  is  proof  from 
which  the  fact  of  death  can  be  found,  or  the 
legal  presumption  of  death  arises.  That 
such  a  presumption  does  not  arise  until  the 
seven  years  have  expired  carries  with  It,  in 
the  total  absence  of  proof,  the  presumption  of 
life  until  that  period  has  elapsed," — citing 
Montgomery  v.  Bevans,  1  Sawy.  663,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  9,735,  to  the  effect  that  a  person 
once  shown  to  be  alive  is  presumed  to  con- 
tinue to  live  "until  his  death  is  presumed  to 
have  occurred,  that  is,  at  the  end  of  the  seven 
years." 

And  in  Hancock  v.  American  L.  Ins.  Co 
62  Mo.  26,  though  it  was  declared  that, 
where  a  party  had  been  absent  seven  years 
without  having  been  heard  of,  the  presump- 
tion then  arising  was  that  he  was  dead,  but 
there  was  none  as  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
— as  to  whether  he  died  at  the  beginning  or 
at  the  end  of  any  particular  period  during 
those  seven  years, — and  that  if  it  be  impor- 
tant to  anyone  to  establish  the  precise  time 
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ground  of  a  wanton  abandonment  of  his 
family  and  friends."  And  this,  we  think, 
is  in  accordance  witb  the  almost  universal 
authority.  This  was  the  view  taken  by  the 
trial  court  on  this  particular  question,  as 
Bhown  from  his  remarks  in  granting  the  non- 
suit. The  court  said:  "This  case  as  far  as 
the  matter  of  the  presumption  of  death  is 
concerned,  and  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
overcome  that  presumption,  or  to  establish 
any  presumption,  as  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
I  think  the  case  in  26  Iowa  presents  a  state- 
ment of  facts  almost  parallel  with  those  in 
this  case,  and  that  the  ruling  of  the  court 
there  was  that  such  circumstances  could  go 
to  the  jury,  and  should  be  considered  by 
them  in  determining  whether  the  death  oc- 
curred at  the  expiration  of  the  period,  or  as 
to  when  it  did  actually  occur." 


But  the  court  indicated  that,  because  the 
appellant  had  taken  the  position  in  the  di- 
vorce proceeding  that  her  husband  was 
alive,  she  should  now  be  estopped  from 
denying  that,  and  claiming  that  he  died  be- 
fore the  divorce  action  was  commenced. 
The  case  was  taken  from  the  jury  for  that 
reason.  On  this  proposition  we  are  unable 
to  agree  with  the  learned  trial  court.  The 
divorce  action  brought  by  her  has  nothing 
to  do  with  determining  the  time  of  Schnei- 
der's death.  Her  opinion  on  that  subject 
could  not  determine  that  question;  and,  as 
to  the  effect  of  that  opinion  on  her,  we  do 
not  think,  under  the  circumstances,  that  it 
should  work  an  estoppel.  The  action  was 
brought  under  the  advice  of  counsel,  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  her  title.  She  was  not 
certain  as  to  his  fate,  but  it  should  not  es- 


of  such  person's  death,  it  must  be  done  by 
evidence  of  some  sort,  to  be  laid  before  the 
jury  for  that  purpose,  beyond  the  mere  lapse 
of  seven  years,  the  following  language  was 
also  used:  "Whoever  finds  it  important  to 
establish  death  at  any  particular  period 
must  do  so  by  some  kind  of  evidence.  The 
evidence  need  not  be  direct  or  positive;  it 
may  depend  upon  circumstances,  but  it 
should  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  make 
it  more  probable  that  the  person  died  at  a 
particular  time,  than  that  he  survived. 
When  a  person  is  known  to  be  alive  at  a 
certain  time,  there  is  a  presumption  of  the 
continuance  of  his  life,  and,  to  overcome 
this  presumption,  evidence  must  be  adduced 
tending  to  show  at  what  particular  period 
he  died." 

And  in  Pennefather  y.  Pennefather,  Ir. 
Rep.  6  Eq.  171,  though  the  court  said  that 
there  was  "undoubtedly,  no  presumption  of 
the  time  of  death  within  the  seven  years' 
period,  and  if  it  be  necessary  to  prove  death 
at  any  time  prior  to  its  expiration,  it  must 
be  proved  like  any  other  fact;"  yet  it  added 
that  it  was,  however,  obvious  that  when  the 
object  was  not  to  prove  the  time  of  death, 
but  the  continuance  of  life,  there  must  be 
taken  into  "consideration  that  presumption 
of  continuance  without  which  most  affairs 
of  human  life  could  not  be  carried  on."  Ac- 
cordingly, it  was  held  that  where  the  father 
of  one  presumed,  after  seven  years'  absence, 
to  be  dead,  died  less  than  a  month  after  his 
son  was  last  heard  of,  it  would  be  presumed 
that  the  son  survived  the  father. 

And  the  following  authorities  also  sup- 
port the  proposition  that  the  death  of  one 
presumed  to  be  dead,  from  absence,  must  be 
presumed  to  have  occured  at  the  expiration 
of  the  period,  in  the  absence  of  evidence 
tending  to  show  when  in  fact  he  did  die: 
Lawsnn,  Presumptive  Ev.  261 ;  Moffit  v.  Var- 
den,  6  Cranch,  C.  C.  65S,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  9,689 ; 
Doe  ex  dem.  Cofer  v.  Roe,  1  Ga.  638;  Tilly 
v.  Tilly,  2  Bland,  Ch.  444;  Kauz  v.  Great 
Council,  I.  O.  R.  M.  13  Mo.  App.  341 ;  Smith 
V.  Knowlton,  11  N.  H.  191 ;  Burkhardt  v. 
Burkhardt,  63  N.  J.  Eq.  479,  52  Atl.  296: 
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Re  Sullivan,  51  Hun,  378,  4  N.  Y.  Supp.  59 ;" 
Morrow  v.  HcMahon,  35  Misc.  348,  71  N. 
Y.  Supp.  961;  Re  Davenport,  37  Misc.  4.55, 
75  N.  Y.  Supp.  934;  Stouvenel  v.  Stephens, 
2  Daly,  319;  Bradley  v.  Bradley,  4  Whart 
173;  Whiteside's  Appeal,  23  Pa.  114:  Re 
Mutual  Ben.  Co.  174  Pa,  1,  62  Am.  St.  Rep. 
814,  24  Atl.  283;  Rhodes's  Estate,  10  Pa. 
Co.  Ct.  380;  Craig  v.  Craig,  Bail.  Eq.  102; 
Corley  v.  Holloway,  22  S.  C.  380;  Doe  ei 
dem.  Hagerman  v.  Strong,  4  U.  C.  Q.  B. 
510,  subsequent  appeal,  8  U.  C.  Q.  B.  291. 

The  following  South  Carolina  cases  would 
seem  to  support  the  conclusion  that  the  pre- 
sumption of  death,  from  absence,  raises  the 
further  presumption  that  the  party  died 
about  the  time  he  disappeared,  but  a  pe* 
rusal  of  the  cases  will  show  that  the  con- 
clusion reached  was  more  an  inference  from 
circumstances  than  a  presumption  of  law. 

In  Naisor  v.  Brockaway,  Rich.  Eq.  Cas. 
449,  it  was  held  that  the  presumption  was 
that  the  death  of  one  not  heard  of  for  seven 
years  occurred  at  the  commencement  of  that 
period.  To  quote  from  the  opinion  of  Chan- 
cellor Harper:  "When  a  person  K-vves  his 
home  and  family,  and  goes  abroad,  the 
natural  and  general  presumption  is  that  his 
family  and  friends  will  be,  from  time  to 
time,  advised  of  his  situation  and  move- 
ments. If  this  be  omitted  for  any  unusual 
length  of  time,  this  naturally  raises  a 
suspicion  that  it  is  owing  to  some  casualty, 
— it  may  be  death,  or  to  some  minor  casua'l- 
ty,  as,  sickness,  imprisonment,  or  shipwreck. 
When  the  period  of  seven  years  has  elapsed, 
however,  the  law  presumes  that  it  was  oc- 
casioned by  death,  and  not  by  any  minor 
casualty.  Not  death  at  the  end  of  the 
period;  but  that  the  ignorance  of  his  ex. 
istence  during  the  whole  period  was  the 
consequence  of  his  death.  Tliis  seems,  na- 
turally, to  have  relation  to  the  earliest 
Feriod  when  his  existence  became  uncertain, 
do  not  say  that  circumstances  may  not 
exist  to  occasion  a  modification  of  the  rxile; 
but  I  am  satisfled  the  general  rule  must 
be  as  I  have  supposed."  It  may  be  of  inter- 
est to  add  that  there  is  a  note  at  the  end 
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top  her  anyway,  for  she  might  have  been 
honestly  of  the  opinion  at  that  time  that  he 
was  probably  alive.  Necessarily  it  could 
have  been  nothing  more  than  a  probability, 
for  she  had  not  heard  from  him.  And  aft- 
erwards she  might  have  received  informa- 
tion which  would  cause  her  to  change  her 
mind  in  that  respect,  or  further  reflection, 
without  any  further  testimony,  might  have 
wrought  a  change  of  opinion.  So  that  this 
case,  it  seems  to  us,  ought  to  be  tried  on  the 
merits,  and  the  trutli  elicited  without  re- 
gard to  what  was  testified  in  any  other  case, 
which  is  really  no  evidence  in  this  case.  In 
addition  to  this,  an  estoppel  must  be  mutu- 
al. There  is  nothing  in  this  case  to  indicate 
that  the  respondent  was  in  anyway  injured 
by  the  position-  taken  by  the  appellant  in 
the  divorce  proceeding,  or  that  by  reason  of 


such  position  anything  was  done,  or  neglect- 
ed to  be  done,  by  it  which  would  in  any 
manner  prejudice  it  It  is  fundamental 
that  a  party  relying  upon  an  estoppel  must 
show  that  he  has  been  prejudiced  by  the 
act  of  the  party  whom  he  is  seeking  to  estop. 
Estoppels  operate  only  towards  parties  or 
privies,  and  the  party  who  pleads  an  estop- 
pel must  be  one  who  has  in  good  faith  been 
led  to  his  injury.  16  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p. 
777. 

Some  definitions  of  estoppel  are  cited  by 
the  respondent,  to  the  elTect  that,  in  the 
broad  sense  of  the  terra,  estoppel  is  a  bar 
which  precludes  a  person  from  denying  the 
truth  of  a  fact  which  has,  in  contemplation 
of  law,  become  settled  by  the  acts  and  pro- 
ceedings of  judicial  or  legislative  officers,  or 
by  the  act- of  the  party  himself,  either  by 


of  this  case  stating  that,  after  the  decree 
and  the  distribution  of  the  property  in  ques- 
tion, the  person  presumed  .to  be  dead  made 
his  appearance  in  Charleston  in  good  health, 
as  the  writer  of  the  note  was  informed,  who 
was  apparently  the  chancellor  himself,  as 
the  initials  signed  thereto  correspond  to  his. 

In  Canady  v.  George,  6  Rich.  Eq.  103, 
Judge  W'ardlaw  said  that  the  lapse  of  seven 
years  raised  merely  the  presumption  of 
death,  without  absolutely  fixing  tlie  date  of  it 
at  one  rather  than  another  day  of  the  seven 
years,  and  left  the  date  to  be  inferred  from 
all  the  circumstances  of  each  particular 
case.  "Where  the  presumption  in  such  case 
is  complete  by  a  long  blank  in  the  history 
nf  the  individual  (in  the  present  case  for 
forty  years),  it  is  more  natural  and  reason- 
able to  fix  his  death  near  the  beginning  of 
his  unexplained  absence  and  of  uncertainty 
as  to  his  continuing  life;  especially  where 
this  conclusion  is  needed  as  a  shie'ld  from 
crime,  or  a  protection  of  accrued  rights." 

In  Godfrey  v.  Schmidt,  Cheves,  Eq.  57, 
the  court  thought  it  unnecessary  to  deter- 
mine at  what  particular  time  the  person 
unheard  of  for  more  than  seven  years  had 
in  fact  died,  but,  for  the  purposes  of  quiet- 
ing the  defendant's  title  under  twenty  years' 
(mssession,  dated  the  deatli  of  one  who  liad 
gone  beyond  seas  and  was  never  after  heard 
of,  from  his  departure,  there  being  no  evi- 
dence whatever  as  to  the  precise  time  there- 
of. 

Attention  may  here  be  called  to  Webster 
T.  Birchmore,  13  Ves.  Jr.  362,  sometimes 
cited  to  support  the  proposition  that  the 
presumption  of  death  from  length  of  time 
has  relation  to  the  commencement  of  the 
period,  which  indeed  is  the  language  of  the 
headnote  thereto.  The  case  was  upon  ex- 
ception to  the  master's  finding,  that  a  per- 
son who  had  not  been  heard  of  during 
twenty-three  years  previous  to  the  date  of 
the  report  could  not  be  presumed  to  have 
survived  one  who  had  died  five  or  six  years 
after  the  first  person's  disappearance,  though 
when  he  last  appeared  he  was  in  a  very 
bad  state  of  health  and  was  to  have  re- 
28  LJljl.(N.S.) 


turned  in  six  months.  All  that  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Erskine  said  in  allowing  the  exception 
was:  ''If  at  the  end  of  five  or  six  years 
we  were  to  have  prbnounced  upon  the  fact 
of  this  man's  existence,  the  conclusion  that 
he  was  then  living  would  not,  perhaps,  have 
been  the  subject  of  exception;  but  after  this 
lapse  of  time,  since  he  appeared  in  a  des- 
perate state  of  health,  and  was  to  have  re- 
turned to  his  relation  in  six  months,  surely 
he  must  be  taken  to  have  died."  In  other 
words,  the  circumstances  shown  were,  in  the 
absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  suffi- 
cient to  establish  his  death  before  his  rela- 
tive died. 

In  Cone  y.  Dunham,  50  Conn.  145,  8 
L.R.A.  647,  20  Atl.  311,  which  was  an  action 
by  the  executors  of  one  presumed  to  be  dead, 
from  absence,  to  establish  a  claim  against 
the  estate  of  another  deceased  person,  and 
in  which  it  appeared  that  the  claim  was 
barred  unless  the  plaintiffs  could  show  that 
there  was  no  one  to  present  it  within  the 
period  of  limitation,  it  was  held  that  there 
was  no  legal  presumption  that  the  plain- 
tiffs' testate  was  not  living  when  the  time 
limited  for  the  presentation  of  the  claim 
expired. 

In  Stevens  v.  McNamara,  36  Me.  176,  68 
Am.  Dec.  740,  in  which  the  question  was 
merely  whether  a  certain  person  was  dead, 
regardless  of  the  date  of  his  death,  it  was 
said  that  ordinarily,  in  the  absence  of  evi- 
dence to  the  contrary,  the  continuance  of 
life  of  an  individual  to  the  common  age  of 
man  would  be  assumed  as  a  presumption  of 
law,  and  that  the  burden  of  proof  would  be 
upon  the  person  alleging  death,  but,  after 
the  absence  of  seven  years  from  his  home 
or  place  of  residence  without  intelligence 
respecting  him,  the  presumption  of  life 
ceased,  and  it  would  be  incumbent  upon  the 
other  party  asserting  it  to  prove  that  the 
person  was  alive  within  that  time. 

In  Chapman  v.  Kullman,  191  Mo.  237,  89 
S.  W.  924,  in  which  the  question  was  merely 
whether  a  certain  party  was  dead,  the  court, 
after  holding  that  her  death  would  be  pre- 
sumed from  her  absence,  added  that  there 
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conventional  writing,  or  by  representations, 
express  or  implied,  in  pai».  And,  further, 
"because  a  man's  own  act  or  acceptance 
stoppeth  or  doseth  up  liis  mouth  to  allege 
or  plead  the  truth."  But  while  this  is  true 
of  what  an  estoppel  is  in  the  abstract,  the 
party  pleading  it  must  show  that  he  has 
been  injured  by  reason  of  the  acts  of  the 
party  which  he  claims  to  be  an  estoppel,  by 
reason  of  having  relied  on  the  representa- 
tions of  the  person  sought  to  be  estopped,  so 
that  his  position  with  reference  to  the  mat- 
ter in  hand  has  been  changed  to  his  disad- 
vantage. In  this  case  it  is  not  attempted  to 
be  shown  in  anyway,  and  does  not  appear 
in  anyway,  that  the  respondent  was  preju- 
diced by  Mrs.  Schneider's  action  in  obtaining 
a  divorce  from  her  husband;  and  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  understand  how  it  could  be  shown. 
The  case  which,  it  is  said,  the  court  relied 
upon,  vfe.,  Potvin  v.  Denny  Hotel  Co.  37 
Wash.  323,  79  Pac.  040,  is  not  in  point,  be- 
cause there  the  party  complaining  had  relied 
upon  Potvin's  representations  in  the  first 
instance,  and  had  purchased  the  property  by 
reason  of  said  representations.  But  here 
nothing  of  the  kind  appears.  If  the  fact 
existed  that  Schneider  was  dead  at  the  time 
Mrs.  Schneider  ceased  to  pay  his  dues,  that 
fact  fixed  the  liability  of  the  respondent,  and 
it  could  not  be  modified  or  changed  by  any 
opinion  expressed  by  Mrs.  Schneider. 

This  question  was  directly  .passed  upon  in 
Keels  V.  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Asso. 
(C.  C.)  29  Fed.  198,  where  a  woman  had 
stated  to  the  insurance  company  that  the 
death  of  her  husband  had  been  caused  by 
suicide,  and  afterwards  claimed  that  she  had 
been  mistaken,  and  that  the  real  cause  of 
was  accident,  and  not  suicide.  The  court, 
in  passing  upon  that  question,  and  upon 
some  rules  that  bad  been  laid  down,  viz., 
not  that  the  mistake  could  not  be  corrected, 
but  that  the  change  of  theory  ought  to  have 
been  submitted  before  the  action  to  defend- 
ant, said:  "This  rule,  however,  seems  to  be 
very  strict,  and  should  not  be  applied  except 


to  prevent  the  insurer  from  surprise  or  in- 
jury flowing  from  the  acts  of  the  plaintiff. 
The  fact  of  death  is  communicated  to  the 
insurer.  The  question  is  made,  Cid  that 
death  occur  within  the  risks  assumed?  The 
proofs  by  the  claimant  are  submitted  early 
after  the  death,  and  on  such  information  as 
can  then  be  obtained.  The  insurer  takes 
his  own  time.  He  examines  the  proofs,  and 
makes  his  own  investigation  elsewhere, — 
gathers  all  the  testimony  he  can.  Is  it  just 
to  deprive  the  claimant  of  any  results  favor- 
able to  him  which  such  investigation  may 
disclose?  Suppose  that,  the  facts  changing 
altogether,  the  character  of  the  death  be  dis- 
covered after  action,  or  on  the  trial,  in  the 
unexpected  disclosure  by  a  witness  under 
cross-examination,  shall  the  claimant  be  de- 
prived of  this,  and  shall  the  jury  be  told  to 
disregard  it,  and  find  against  the  truth?" 
That  was  a  good  deal  stronger  case  in  favor 
of  respondent  than  the  case  at  bar,  where 
no  communication  or  representation  what- 
ever had  been  made  to  the  insurance  com- 
pany, but  such  representation  had  been  made 
only  in  a  proceeding  to  which  the  insurance 
company  was  not  a  party. 

Under  the  law  and  the  equities  of  the 
case,  we  think  the  court  erred  in  taking  the 
case  from  the  jury,  and  the  judgment  is 
therefore  reversed,  with  instructions  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  trial  of  the  cause. 

Radkln,  Ch.  J.,  and  Crovr,  Fallerton, 
and  Gose,  JJ.,  concur. 

Mount,  J.,  dissenting: 

To  my  mind  important  facts  are  omitted 
from  the  statement  of  the  case  made  in  the 
majority  opinion.  At  the  time  the  insured 
disappeared  he  left  a  deed  transferring  all 
his  property  to  the  name  of  his  wife.  He 
did  not  state  to  what  mines,  or  with  whom, 
he  was  going,  although  he  had  ample  op- 
portunity to  do  both.  This  is  an  action 
upon  a  contract  of  insurance.  Before  the 
appellant  can  recover  she  must  show  that 


was  no  presumption  that  she  died  at  any 
particular  time  within  the  seven  years. 

In  Ke  Losee,  46  Misc.  363,  94  N.  Y.  Supp. 
1082,  affirmed  upon  opinion  of  lower  court 
in  119  App.  Div.  107,  104  N.  Y.  Supp.  1132, 
it  was  held  that  where  a  person  disappeared 
without  any  explanation  other  than  the  sup- 
position that  he  intended  to  commit  suicide, 
the  presumption  was  that  after  the  expira- 
tion of  seven  years  he  was  dead,  and  that, 
while  the  court  under  special  circumstances 
could  specifically  decree  that  the  death  hap- 
pened at  some  intermediate  period,  yet,  in 
the  absence  of  any  such  determination,  the 
time  of  death  would  ordinarily  date  from 
the  decree  adjudging  the  party  dead. 

The  question  here  discussed  arises,  of 
course,  only  when  there  is  a  complete  lack 
of  evidence  as  to  the  time  of  death.  If 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


circumstances  are  shown  from  which  death 
may  be  inferred,  it  then  becomes  a  question 
of  fact,  to  be  proven  like  any  other  fact, — 
a  proposition  supported  not  only  by  all  the 
cases  herein  cited,  but  also  by  the  following 
authorities:  1  Greenl.  Ev.  16th  ed.  41;  1 
Elliott,  Ev.  114;  Cooper  v.  Cooper,  86  Ind. 
76;  Leach  v.  Hall,  95  Iowa,  619,  64  N.  W. 
792;  Bailey  v.  Bailey,  36  Mich.  181;  Winter 
v.  Supreme  Lodge,  K.  P.  96  Mo.  App.  1, 
69  S.  W.  662,  subsequent  appeal  101  Mo. 
App.  650,  73  S.  W.  877;  Sheldon  ▼.  Ferris, 
45  Barb.  124;  Seligman  v.  Sonnebom,  1 
How.  Pr.  N.  S.  466;  Shown  v.  McMackin, 
9  Lea,  601,  42  Am.  Rep.  680;  Hess  v.  Webb 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  113  S.  W.  618;  Dowley  v. 
Winfield,  14  Sim.  227;  Ommaney  v.  Stil- 
wcll,  23  Beav.  328;  Re  Beasney,  L.  R.  7  Eq. 
498;  Hickman  v.  Upsall,  L.  R.  20  Eq.  136. 
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the  iniured  is  dead,  and  also  that  he  died 
while  the  policy  was  in  force.  The  policy 
was  allowed  to  lapse  after  the  insured  had 
been  gone  for  two  years.  It  is  the  rule  that 
a  presumption  of  death  follows  after  an 
absence  of  seven  years,  under  certain  condi- 
tions; but,  under  the  conditions  shown  in 
this  case,  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  any 
presumption  that  the  insured  died  within 
the  two  years  following  his  disappearance, 
or  that  he  is  now  dead.  He  deliberately  dis- 
appeared, after  making  over  all  his  property 
to  his  wife,  and  without  making  known  to 
his  relatives  where  or  with  whom  he  was 
going,  and  therefore  under  circumstances 
which  show  that  in  all  probability  he  is 
still  alive. 

I  think  the  judgment  should  be  affirmed, 
and  therefore  dissent. 

Cbadwlck,  J.,  concurs. 


MINNESOTA  SUPREME  COURT. 

IDA  BEHLMER,  Respt., 

V. 

GR.AXD  LODGE  OF  THE  ANCIENT  OR- 
DER OF  UNITED  WORKMEN  OF  MIN- 
NESOTA, Appt. 

(—  Minn.  — ,  123  N.  W.  1071.) 

Evidence  ^  proof  of  death  >— saflHciency. 

1.  The  contract  under  which  a  certificate 
of  membership  was  issued  by  appellant  pro- 
vided that  proofs  of  death  of  any  member 
should  be  furnished  by  the  beneficiary  and 
filed  with  the  grand  recorder,  before  the 
lodge  would  be  in  any  way  liable,  and  "no 
action  or  proceeding  to  recover  upon  the 
beneficiary  certificate  issued,  in  or  upon 
which  this  grand  lodge  is  claimed  to  be  lia- 
ble, shall  be  commenced  or  maintained  by 
any  person  or  persons  until  proofs  of  death 
can  be  furnished  and  passed  upon  by  the 
committee  of  finance  or  by  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, as  hereinbefore  provided." 

In  an  action  brought  by  the  beneficiary 
upon  the  certificate  for  the  death  of  the  in- 
sured, in  this  case,  held,  the  character  of 
the  insured,  the  manner  of  his  life,  bis  re- 
lationship to  his  family,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  his  disappearance,  togethcft-  with 
the  fact  that  he  had  not  been  seen  or  heard 
from  for  the  period  of  seven  years,  consti- 
tuted evidence  sufficient  to  justify  the  jury 
in  finding  that  the  insured  died  prior  to  the 
SMh  of  July,  1902. 

Beadnoies  by  Lewis,  J. 


Note.  ^ As  to  time  of  death  of  one  pre- 
•mned  to  be  dead  from  absence,  see  note 
to  Butler  T.  SnpremA  Ck>urt,  I.  O.  F., 
ante,  293. 


Instruction  —  presumption  of  death  — 
absence. 

2.  When  considered  in  connection  with 
the  entire  charge,  the  court  did  not  err  in 
instructing  the  jury  that  a  presumption  of 
aeath  arose  after  the  period  of  seven  years, 
if  they  should  find  from  the  evidence  that 
on  July  17,  1901,  the  insured  left  his  home, 
wife,  and  children,  had  never  returned,  and 
no  tidings  from  him  had  ever  been  received. 
Insurance  —  proof  of  death  —  filing  — ^ 

time  —  construction  of  policy. 

3.  Properly  construed,  the  contract  pro- 
vided that  no  cause  of  action  arose  until 
proofs  of  death  were  furnished  or  produced 
by  the  beneficiary,  and  such  proofs  must  be 
furnished  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
death,  according  to  the  circumstances,  and 
not  necessarily  within  the  statutory  limi- 
tation for  the  time  of  death. 

SaniQ  —  benefit    certificate  —  proofs    of 
death  —  time  —  estoppel. 

4.  In  assuming  that  the  insured  died 
within  one  year  from  the  date  of  his  dis- 
appearance, and,  in  thereafter  stopping  pay- 
ment of  assessments  on  that  account,  the 
beneficiary  did  not  surrender  her  right  to 
produce  proofs  of  death  within  a  reasonable 
time  after  such  proofs  were  available. 

We  find  no  errors  in  the  court's  instruc- 
tions to  the  jury. 

(O'Brien  and  Brown,  JJ.,  dissent.) 


(December  24,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Ourt  for  Winona  Coun- 
ty in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  the  amount  alleged  to  be  due  on 
a  benefit  insurance  certificate.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  William  B.  Anderson,  for  appel- 
lant: 

The  presumption  of  death,  after  seven 
years'  absence  of  a  person,  with  no  tidings 
from  him  having  beer,  received  by  his  fami- 
ly, arises  only  when  it  is  shown  that  the 
person  who  disappeared  led  a  good  life,  was 
prosperous,  happy,  and  contented,  and  there 
was  no  good  reason  why  he  should  not  have 
returned  seasonably,  if  lie  were  alive. 

Spahr  V.  Mutual  L.  Ins.  Co.  98  Minn.  471, 
108  N.  W.  4. 

A  cause  of  action  under  the  certificate  ac- 
crued at  the  date  of  the  death  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  same  was  issued,  if  he  did  die, 
as  rlleged,  prior  to  July  29,  1902. 

Litchfield  v.  McDonald,  35  Minn.  307, 28  N. 
W.  191 ;  Ganser  v.  Ganser,  83  Minn.  200,  85 
Am.  St.  Rep.  461,  86  N.  W.  18;  State  ex  rel. 
Slingerland  v.  Norton,  69  Minn.  430,  61  N. 
W.  458;  Cook  V.  Carpenter,  4  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  728,  note;  Harrison  v.  Masonic  Mut. 
Ben.  Soc.  69  Kan.  29,  51  Pac.  893;  Kauz  v. 
Great  Council,  I.  A.  R.  M.  13  Mo.  App.  341. 
20 
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Messrs.  Webber  &  IJees  and  Theodore 
Bnehler,  for  respondent: 

The  jury  was  justified  in  finding  that 
Behlmer  was  dead,  and  .that  his  death  oc- 
curred prior  to  July  29,  1902. 

Northwestern  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Stevens, 
18  C.  C.  A.  107, 36  U.  S.  App.  401, 7 1  Fed.  260 ; 
Policemen's  Benev.  Asso.  v.  Ryce,  213  111. 
19,  104  Am.  St  Rep.  199,  72  N.  E.  764;  Cow- 
an V.  Lindsay,  30  Wis.  686;  State  r.  Plym, 
43  Minn.  385,  45  N.  W.  848;  Spahr  v.  Mu- 
tual L.  Ins.  Co.  98  Minn.  471,  108  N.  W.  4; 
Hancock  v.  American  L.  Ins.  Co.  62  Mo.  26; 
Mutual  Ben.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Martin,  108  Ky. 
11,  55  S.  W.  694;  Winter  v.  Supreme  Lodge 
K.  P.  96  Mo.  App.  1,  69  S.  W.  662. 

Plaintiff's  cause  of  action  accrued  when 
proofs  of  death  were  furnished,  and  plain- 
tiff had  a  reasonable  time  in  which  to  fur- 
nish such  proofs. 

Davidson  v.  Old  People's  Mut.  Ben.  Soc. 
39  Minn.  303,  1  L.R.A.  482,  39  N.  W.  803; 
Rines  v.  German  Ins.  Co.  78  Minn.  46,  80 
N.  W.  839;  Fletcher  ▼.  German-American 
Ins.  Co.  79  Minn.  337,  82  N.  W.  647 ;  Chand- 
ler V.  St.  Paul  F.  &  M.  Ins.  Co.  21  Minn. 
85,  18  Am.  Rep.  385;  Brown  v.  Brown,  28 
Minn.  601,  11  N.  W.  64;  Horton  v.  Seymour, 
82  Minn.  635,  85  N.  W.  551;  Portner  v.  Wil- 
fahrt,  85  Minn.  73,  88  N.  W.  418;  Branch  v. 
Dawson,  33  Minn.  399,  23  N.  W.  652;  Koelz- 
er  V.  First  Nat.  Bank,  125  Wis.  595,  2  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  571,  110  Am.  St.  Rep.  870,  104  N.  W. 
838,  4  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1144. 

What  is  a  reasonable  time  within  which 
to  make  proof  of  death  is  a  question  of  fact 
for  the  jury,  and  depends  upon  the  facts 
and  circumstances  of  each  particular  case. 

Fletcher  y.  German-American  Ins.  Co.  79 
Minn.  337,  82  N.  W.  647;  Smith  v.  E.  W. 
Backus  Lumber  Co.  64  Minn.  447,  67  N.  W. 
358;  Rothenberger  v.  Northwestern  Consol. 
Mill.  Co.  57  Minn.  461,  59  N.  W.  631 ;  Dun- 
nell,  Minn.  Prac.  677 ;  Whiteley  v.  Equitable 
Life  Assur.  Soc.  72  Wis.  170,  39  N.  W.  369; 
McDonnell  v.  Branch  Bank,  20  Ala.  313; 
Codman  v.  Rogers,  10  Pick.  119;  26  Cyc. 
Law  &  Proc.  p.  1207. 

IiCivi8,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

September  16,  1882,  appellant  issued  its 
benefit  certificate  to  one  Fred  Behlmer,  hus- 
band of  respondent,  whereby  it  was  provided 
that  $2,000  should  be  paid  to  respondent,  as 
beneficiary,  at  his  death.  Behlmer  paid  the 
.  assessments  until  July  17, 1901,  when  he  left 
his  home  and  was  never  thereafter  heard 
from.  Respondent  paid  the  assessments  un- 
til July  28,  1902,  after  which  no  assessments 
were  paid.  On  July  20,  1908,  respondent's 
attorney  requested  appellant  to  furnish 
blank  forms  upon  which  to  make  proof  of 
the  husband's  death,  and  the  request  was  le- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


fused  on  the  ground  that  appellant  was  not 
liable  on  the  certificate.  Respondent  exe- 
cuted an  affidavit  setting  forth  the  fact  of 
her  husband's  disappearance  and  the  absence 
of  tidings  from  him,  and  on  the  I7th  of  Au- 
gust, 1908,  demanded  payment  of  the  amount 
of  the  certificate,  which  was  refused.  This 
action  was  commenced  on  the  12th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1908. 

1.  Was  the  jury  justified  in  finding  from 
the  evidence  that  Fred  Behlmer  was  dead, 
and  that  death  occurred  prior  to  July  29, 
1902?  According  to  the  record,  Behlmer 
moved  to  Crookston,  Minnesota,  in  1879,  and 
was  married  to  respondent  at  that  place  in 
1882.  He  was  bookkeeper  until  about  1884, 
when  he  became  a  partner  in  the  shoe  busi- 
ness, later  sold  out  his  interest,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  clerked  in  different  shoe 
stores,  until  about  1898,  when  he  bought  a 
farm  near  Crookston,  where  he  lived  until 
the  fall  of  1900,  when  he  returned  to  Crook- 
ston and  went  into  the  dairy  business,  which 
he  continued  until  his  disappearance.  There 
were  six  children,  all  living  in  1901,  and  the 
record  shows  that  he  always  provided  for 
his  family;  that  they  lived  harmoniously; 
that  he  was  a  man  of  good  habits,  spending 
most  of  his  leisure  at  home;  that  his  as- 
sociates were  good ;  that  he  was  generally  a 
respected  citizen ;  that  physically  he  was  not 
strong;  and  that  several  months  prior  to  his 
disappearance  had  been  in  rather  poorer 
health  than  usuIeiI,  neither  eating  nor  sleep- 
ing well,  and  became  very  quiet,  saying 
little  or  nothing  to  &ny  of  the  family.  Aft- 
er breakfast  on  July  17,  1901,  he  left  the 
milk  wagon,  ready  for  delivery,  in  the  yard, 
and  went  into  the  house  and  upstairs,  where 
he  remained  about  half  an  hour,  came  down, 
and  passed  through  the  room  where  his  wife 
was  working,  but  went  out  without  saying 
anything,  and  a  few  minutes  later  she  looked 
out  and  saw  him  walking  down  the  railroad 
tracks  towards  the  city.  He  left  without 
a  word  of  explanation  or  farewell  to  any- 
one, dressed  in  his  working  clothes,  carry- 
ing nothing  with  him,  and,  so  far  as  re- 
spondent knew,  had  no  money.  The  police  of 
Crookston  looked  for  him  in  the  city  and 
vicinity  without  success,  and  respondent 
notified  the  relatives,  on  both  sides,  of  his 
disappearance,  and  the  Crookston  papers 
published  an  account  of  it;  but  from  that 
time,  according  to  the  evidence,  he  has  never 
been  either  seen  or  heard    from. 

From  this  state  of  facts,  the  jury  found 
that  he  died  sometime  before  July  29,  1908. 
The  conclusion  of  the  jury  was  warranted 
by  the  evidence.  The  fact  that  Behlmer  dis- 
appeared during  the  day,  and  was  not  seen 
by  anybody  after  that  time  in  a  community 
where  he  was  well  known;  that,  so  far  as 
any  one  knew,  he  had  no  money  for  traveling 
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expenses;  and  the  probability  that  he  would 
have  communicated  with  his  family  had  he 
succeeded  in  getting  to  some  other  part  of 
the  country,  and  was  alive,  were  all  circum- 
stances which  pointed  to  his  death  at  or 
about  the  time  of  his  disappearance. 

2.  On  the  question  of  presumption  of 
death,  the  court  instructed  the  jury  as  fol- 
lows: "If  you  find  from  the  evidence  that 
on  the  17th  day  of  July,  1901,  Behltner — 
that  is,  Fred — left  his  home,  wife,  and  chil- 
dren, and  that  he  has  never  returned,  and 
that  no  tidings  from  him  have  ever  been  re- 
ceived by  his  family,  a  presumption  arises 
after  seven  years  that  he  is  dead."  This 
language  is  assigned  as  error,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  omitted  several  elements 
necessary  to  establish  the  presumption  of 
death,  viz.,  that  he  led  a  good  life,  was  pros- 
perous, happy,  and  contented,  and  that  there 
was  no  good  reason  why  he  should  not  have 
returned  seasonably,  if  he  were  alive.  This 
part  of  the  charge  did  not  embrace  all  of 
the  evidence  bearing  on  the  subject;  but  the 
court  further  instructed  the  jury  that,  in 
determining  whether  Behlmer  was  dead,  and, 
if  so,  when  death  occurred,  they  should  take 
into  consideration  the  facts  and  circumstan- 
ces surrounding  his  alleged  disappearance, 
any  possible  motive  tor  leaving  his  home, 
and  not  retui^ing  to  his  family  and  occu- 
pation, his  attachment,  if  it  existed,  to  his 
family,  his  business  prospects,  state  of  his 
health,  his  mental  condition,  and  such  other 
facts  and  circumstances  as  were  disclosed  by 
the  evidence.  There  was  some  evidence  tend- 
ing to  show  that  Behlmer  was  in  debt  at  the 
time  of  his  departure;  but  it  also  appeared 
that  he  was  not  so  financially  embarrassedbut 
that  he  could  have  raised  the  money  among 
his  friends  and  relatives  to  meet  any  press- 
ing necessities.  Some  evidence  was  also  in 
troduced  tending  to  show  that  he  was  short 
in  his  accounts  as  treasurer  of  a  school  dis- 
trict; but  there  was  nothing  definite,  and, 
under  all  of  the  circumstances,  it  was  for 
the  jury  to  say  whether  his  disappear- 
ance was  to  be  accounted  for  on  some  other 
ground  than  the  fact  of  death.  When  the 
charge  is  considered  as  a  whole,  we  do  not 
think  it  open  to  the  criticism  that  the  court 
omitted  to  place  before  the  jury  any  of  the 
material  facts  necessary  to  a  basis  for  the 
presumption.  The  case  conies  fairly  with- 
in the  law  announced  in  Spahr  v.  Mutual 
L.  Ins.  Co.  98  Minn.  471,  108  N.  W.  4. 

3.  A  more  important  question  is  wheth- 
er the  action  was  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitation  at  the  time  it  was  commenced, 
in  October,  1908?  The  certificate  provided 
that  proofs  of  death  of  any  member  should 
be  furnished  by  the  beneficiary  and  be  filed 
with  the  grand  recorder,  before  the  lodge 
would  be  in  any  way  liable,  and  that  "no 
26  L.R.A.(NJS.) 


action  or  proceeding  to  recover  upon  the 
beneficiary's  certificate  issued,  in  or  upon 
which  this  grand  lodge  is  claimed  to'  be  lia- 
ble, shall  be  commenced  or  maintained  by 
any  person  or  persons,  until  proofs  of  death 
have  been  furnished  and  passed  upon  by  the 
committee  on  finance  or  by  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, as  hereinbefore  provided."  On  the 
1st  of  January,  1903,  the  Constitution  was 
amended,  providing  that  no  action  to  recov- 
er upon  any  benefit  certificate  should  be  com- 
menced or  maintained  unless  commenced 
within  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  death 
of  the  member  named  in  the  certificate.  It 
will  not  be  necessary  to  consider  the  effect 
of  this  amendment  for  the  reason  that 
it  did  not  afi'ect  the  certificate  now 
under  consideration.  No  cause  of  action 
accrues  until  proofs  of  death  are  pre- 
sented, and  the  crucial  question  is: 
Were  the  proofs  tendered  in  this  case  with- 
in a  reasonable  time  after  Mr.  Behlmer's 
death?  We  must  assume  that  the  finding 
of  the  jury  is  final  as  to  the  time  of  Behl- 
mer's death  prior  to  July  29,  1902.  At  that 
time  respondent  was  at  liberty  to  assume 
that  her  husband  was  dead  and  to  stop  pay- 
ments on  the  certificate  for  that  reason,  or 
she  was  at  liberty  to  continue  the  payments 
until  such  time  as  she  considered  proofs  of 
death  were  available.  So  far  as  we  are  able 
to  discover  from  the  record,  nothing  tran- 
spired after  July  28,  1002,  throwing  any 
light  upon  the  question  of  his  death,  except 
the  presumption  which  arose  to  that  effect 
at  the  expiration  of  seven  years  from  the 
time  of  his  disappearance. 

The  question  before  the  court  then  turns 
upon  whether  respondent  was  compelled  to 
act  upon  the  evidence  of  death  available  at 
the  time  she  stopped  payments,  or  whether 
it  was  perinissible  for  her  to  avail  herself 
of  all  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
case,  not  only  prior  to  July  29,  1902,  but  in 
addition  thereto  evidence  growing  out  of  the 
presumption  arising  from  seven  years'  ab- 
sence of  the  insured.  If  she  was  limited  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract  to  the  evidence  be- 
fore her  at  the  time  she  stopped  payments, 
then,  in  our  opinion,  she  failed  to  present 
the  proofs  within  a  reasonable  time;  but 
if,  under  any  permissible  construction  of  the 
contract,  she  had  the  privilege  of  waiting 
until  the  presumption  of  death  arose  before 
submitting  the  proofs  of  death,  then  she  of- 
fered to  present  proofs,  and  commenced  this 
action,  within  a  reasonable  time  after  such 
presumption  accrued,  and  the  action  is  not 
barred. 

Much  may  be  said  on  both  sides  of  the 
question;  but  a  majority  of  the  court  are 
of  opinion  that  respondent  vas  not  restrict- 
ed to  the  evidence  available  to  her  at  the 
time  she  stopped  making  payments  on  the 
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certificate,  July  28,  1902,  for  the  reason  that, 
while  such  evidence  seems  to  have  satisfied 
her  that  her  husband  was  dead,  yet  there 
was  then  no  known  evidence  by  which  bis 
death  could  have  been  legally  established. 
An  attempted  proof  of  his  death  before  the 
expiration  of  the  seven  years  would  have 
been  necessarily  insufficient,  a  nullity.  A 
party  is  not  bound  to  do  a  useless  thing. 
Tlie  certificate  did  not  require  tiie  proofs  to 
be  filed  within  any  particular  time,  and 
hence  a  reasonable  time,  in  view  of  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  was  a  compliance 
with  the  contract.  In  an  ordinary  case  of 
death,  where  the  proofs  to  establish  it  are 
available,  there  is  no  reason  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  rule  of  evidence  growing  out  of 
the  presumption  of  death  after  seven  years' 
disappearance,  and  in  such  case  the  bene- 
ficiary would  be  bound  to  furnish  the  proofs 
within  a  reasonable  time,  which  might  be  a 
few  days,  weeks,  or  months,  according  to  the 
circumstances;  but  in  a  case  where  there  is 
no  positive  evidence,  and  death  can  only  be 
established  with  the  aid  of  the  presumption 
after  the  period  of  seven  years  has  elapsed, 
why  should  the  beneficiary  be  required  to 
make  out  a  case  from  proofs  which  are  nec- 
essarily incomplete?  Appellant  insists  that, 
in  the  absence  of  any  provision  in  the  con- 
tract limiting  the  tinve  within  which  the 
proofs  must  be  filed,  reasonable  time  is  to 
be  measured  by  the  statute  of  limitation, 
viz.,  six  years,  which  in  this  case  expired 
the  29th  day  of  July,  1908;  that  in  no  case 
has  the  beneficiary  more  than  six  years  from 
the  date  of  death  to  file  the  proofs  thereof; 
and  that  the  action  must  be  brought  within 
a  reasonable  time  thereafter.  According  to 
this  construction,  all  certificates  become  void 
if  proofs  are  not  furnished  within  six  years 
from  the  date  of  death.  Is  that  the  meaning 
of  this  contract?  Such  associations  are  or- 
ganized for  the  express  purpose  of  providing 
a  beneficiary  fund  for  those  members  who 
contribute  for  the  benefit  of  the  beneficiaries 
in  other  certificates,  and  unless  it  clearly 
appears  from  the  language  of  the  contract 
that  it  was  intended  to  cut  off,  without  re- 
lief, those  cases  where  evidence  of  death  can- 
not be  secured  within  six  years,  such  con- 
struction should  not  be  adopted.  It  is  mani- 
festly just  that  beneficiaries  who  have  paid 
the  assessments  up  to  the  time  of  the  death 
of  the  insured  should  receive  the  reward  for 
carrying  the  burden.  When,  from  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  presumption  arising  from 
seven  years'  absence  is  necessary  to  com- 
plete sufficient  proof  of  death,  reasonable 
time'  to  present  such  evidence  after  it  ac- 
crues is  necessary,  in  order  to  make  the  cer- 
tificate of  any  value  to  the  beneficiary. 

We  believe  the  proper  construction  of  this 
class  of  contracts  to  be  that  a  cause  of  ac- ' 
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tion  does  not  arise  until  proofs  of  death 
are  furnished;  that  the  time  for  furnishing 
the  same  is  not  limited  to  six  years  from 
the  time  of  death,  but  shall  be  made  within 
a  reasonable  time  after  death,  according  to 
the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case; 
and  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  fair  and  rea- 
sonable meaning  of  the  contract  is  that  the 
parties  intended  that  the  beneficiary  should 
have  the  benefit  of  the  evidence  of  death 
arising  from  the  disappearance  of  the  in- 
sured for  the  period  of  seven  years,  other 
evidence  of  death  being  in  itself  insufficient; 
that  respondent  did  not  waive  this  right 
by  assuming  that  the  insured  was  dead,  and 
in  stopping  payments;  but  that  she  tendered 
the  proofs  and  commenced  the  action  within 
a  reasonable  time  after  the  evidence  ac- 
crued. 

4.  Error  is  assigned  to  the  instruction 
of  the  court  to  the  jury  in  that  they  were 
not  correctly  advised  as  to  the  proposition 
of  law  governing  the  case.  Although  the 
charge  is  open  to  some  criticism  for  indefi- 
niteness,  it  is  evident  that  the  main  prop- 
osition litigated  was  clearly  set  befor«  the 
jury,  viz.,  that  they  should  determine  from 
the  evidence  whether  the  proofs  were  filed 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  date  of 
tile  insured's  death.  What  was  said  with 
reference  to  the  time  the  cause  of  action  ac- 
crued could  not  have  either  misled  or  preju- 
diced the  jury 

Affirmed. 

O'Brien,  -T.,  dissenting: 

I  am  unable  to  concur.  Fred  Behlmer, 
the  certificate  holder,  disappeared  July  17, 
1901,  in  the  manner  described  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  majority.  The  plaintiff,  his  wife, 
the  beneficiary  named  in  the  certificate,  paid 
the  assessments  due  upon  the  certificate  un- 
til July  28,  1902,  at  which  time  she  stopped 
making  any  payments,  and,  with  reference  to 
this,  testified  upon  the  trial:  "I  simply 
stopped  paying,  that  is  all.  In  ray  mind  I 
knew  that  he  was  dead,  and  there  was  no 
use  paying  on  forever,  I  said." 

The  jury  found  that  Behlmer  died  prior 
to  July  29,  1902.  We  have,  then,  this  case: 
The  certificate  holder  in  fact  died  prior  to 
July  29,  1902;  the  beneficiary  elected  to  as- 
sume that  he  died  prior  to  that  date,  and 
paid  no  further  assessments.  Proof  of 
death  was  made  in  August,  1908,  and  this 
action  commenced  October  12,  1908. 

The  by-laws  of  the  association  required 
proof  of  death  as  a  prerequisite  to  the  bring- 
ing of  an  action,  but  fixed  no  specific  time 
therefor,  which  made  it  obligatory  upon  the 
beneficiary  to  furnish  such  proof  within  a 
reasonable  time  after  the  death  of  the  in- 
sured. If  proof  of  death  was  not  furnished 
within   a  reasonablo  time,  the  beneficiary 
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lost  her  right  of  action;  if  it  was  so  fur- 
nished, the  cause  of  action  tliereupon  ac- 
crued, and  suit  might  be  commenced  at  any 
time  within  six  years  thereafter. 

In  my  opinion,  if  this  was  a  case  for  the 
jury  at  all,  these  two  questions  should  have 
been  segr^ated,  and  presented  to  the  jury  as 
independent  claims  for  their  determination. 
Instead  of  doing  so,  the  court  instructed  -the 
jury:  "If  you  And  that  a  reasonable  time 
for  the  presentation  of  proofs  of  loss  ex- 
tended to  a  point  so  late  that,  the  six  years 
had  not  expired  when  the  action  was  b^un, 
then  you  will  not  hold  the  claim  or  the  suit 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations."  Un- 
der this  instruction  the  jury  might  have 
found  three  months  after  July  20,  1002,  a 
reasonable  time  to  make  proof  of  death,  and 
the  action  brought  October  12,  1908,  not 
barred  by  the  statute,  while  in  fact  the  proof 
of  death  was  not  made  until  August,  1908, 
or  more  than  five  years  after  the  reasonable 
period  of  three  months  had  expired. 

This  instruction  was  prejudicial  error 
which  at  least  entitles  the  defendant  to  a 
new  trial;  but,  in  addition,  I  think  the  de- 
fendant was  entitled  to  a  directed  verdict 
in  its  favor.  Continued  and  unexplained  ab- 
sence for  seven  years  is  sufficient  to  create 
the  presumption  of  death,  but  carries  with  it 
no  presumption  as  to  the  time  of  death. 
Davie  v.  Briggs,  97  U.  S.  628,  24  L.  ed.  1080. 
Death,  however,  may  be  proved  by  circum- 
stantial evidence  even  where  the  statutory 
period  '  creating  the  presumption  has  not 
elapsed.  13  Cyc.  Law  &  Froc.  p.  290.  The 
plaintiff  deliberately  elected,  in  July,  1902, 
to  act  upon  the  assumption  that  her  hus- 
band was  dead.  She  might  have  elected  to 
maintain  the  certificate  in  force,  until  the 
presumption  of  death  arose  under  the  stat- 
ute. The  defendant  had  no  voice  in  the  mat- 
ter. Having  concluded  to  act  upon  the  theo- 
ry of  his  death,  it  then  became  the  plaintifTs 
duty  to  furnish,  within  a  reasonable  time, 
proof  of  death.  She  failed  to  do  so  for  more 
than  six  years,  the  statutory  limitation  for 
an  action  upon  the  policy.  In  my  judg- 
ment a  reasonable  time  for  the  performance 
of  this  act  could  be  no  longer,  as  a  matter 
of  law,  than  the  statutory  period  for  bring- 
ing suit  after  the  cau^e  of  action  had  ac- 
crued. State  ex  rel.  Dana  v.  Probate  Court, 
40  Minn,  200,  41  N.  W.  1033;  O'Mulcaliey  v. 
(;ragg,  4.')  Minn.  112,  47  N.  W.  543;  Davis 
V.  Townsend,  45  Minn.  S25,  48  N.  VV.  405; 
State  ex  rel.  Slingerland  v.  Norton,  59  Minn. 
424,  61  N.  W.  458;  McDonnell  v.  Branch 
Bank,  20  Ala.  313;  Codman  v.  Kogers,  10 
Pick.  119;  Campbell  v.  Whoriskey,  170  Mass. 
63,  48  N.  E.  1070;  Williams  v.  Bergin,  116 
Cal.  56,  47  Pac.  877;  Spratley  v.  Mutual 
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Ben.  L.  Ins.  Co.  11  Bush,  443;  25  C>-c.  Law 
4;  Proc.  p.  1207. 

Brown,  J.:    -I  concur  in  the  dissent  of 
Mr.  Justice  O'Brion. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 


UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT  OP 
APPEALS,   FOURTH   CIRCUIT. 

CHESAPEAKE  &  OHIO  RAILROAD  COM- 
PANY, Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

E.  B.  HAWKINS,  Sheriff,  Admr.,  etc.,  of 
Harlow  Winterstein,  Deceased. 

(98  C.  0.  A.  443, 174  Fed.  597.) 

Railroad  —  child  on  track  —  duty. 

1.  A  railroad  company  which  removes 
from  its  track  a  child  of  tender  years  which 
is  at  play  there,  in  order  to  let  an  engine 
and  car  pass,  must,  in  case  the  engine  is  to 
stop  a  short  distance  away  and  return, 
either  place  the  child  in  care  of  some  ono 
competent  to  take  charge  of  it,  or  take  such 
care  in  the  return  of  the  engine  as  is  re- 
quired from  the  knowledge  of  the  child's 
situation. 

Trial  —  Jnry  —  duty  to  child  on  track. 

2.  Whether  or  not  a  prudent  man  who  re- 
moves from  a  railroad  track  a  child  playing 
there,  to  let  an  engine  pass  which  is  imme- 
diately to  return,  would  take  some  means 
to  ascertain  that  the  child  did  not  return 
to  a  position  of  danger  before  the  engine 
again  reached  the  place,  so  as  to  cast  that 
duty  upon  railroad  employees  in  charge  of 
an  engine  under  similar  circumstances,  is  a 
question  for  the  jury. 

Damages  —  death  of  Infant. 

3.  Substantial  damages  may  be  given  for 
the  negligent  killing  of  a  child  of  tender 
years,  although  he  had  no  earning  capacity, 
where  the  statute  provides  that  the  jury 
shall  give  such  damages  as  they  shall  deem 
fair  and  just. 

(Goff,  Circuit  Judge,  dissents.) 

(November  4,  1909.) 


Note.  ^Assuming  for  the  purposes  of  the 
point  that  the  negligence  of  the  custodian 
of  the  child  was  imputable  to  the  child,  the 
foregoing  case  involves  a  novel  application 
of  tlie  doctrine  of  "last  clear  chance."  That 
doctrine  as  ordinarily  applied  operates  to 
relieve  the  person  injured,  or  the  person 
bringing  the  action  in  the  event  of  the  death 
of  such  person,  from  the  effect  of  his  or  her 
own  antecedent  negligence,  which  but  for 
such  doctrine  would  have  constituted  con- 
tributory negligence,  and  thus  defeated  the 
action,  even  assuming  that  the  negligence 
of  defendant  had  been  established.  There  is 
no  apparent  reason,  however,  why  it  should 
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Nov~ 


ERROR  to  the  Circuit  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Southern  District  of 
West  Virginia  to  review  a,  judgment  in 
plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought  to  re- 
cover damages  for  the  alleged  negligent  Icill- 
ing  of  plaintiff's  intestate.     Aflirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Argued  before  Goff  and  Pritchard,  Circuit 
Judges,  and  Morris,  District  Judge. 

Messrs.  Slmins,  Enslow,  Fitzpatrick, 
&  Baker,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

A  railway  company  is  not  obliged  to  keep 
a  lookout  for  trespassing  children  on  its 
tracks,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  or 
move  its  cars  with  reference  to  them,  until 
their  presence  in  danger  is  discovered. 

Morrissey  v.  Eastern  R.  Co.  30  Am.  Rep. 
686  and  note,  126  Mass.  377;  Wright  v. 
Boston  &  A.  R.  Co.  142  Mass.  296,  7  N.  E- 
866;  Cleveland.  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co. -v. 
Adair,  12  Ind.  App.  S69,  30  N.  E.  672,  40  K. 


E.  822;  Woodruff  v.  Northern  P.  R.  Co.  47 
Fed.  689 ;  Chrystal  v.  Troy  &  B.  R.  Co.  103 
N.  Y.  104,  11  N.  E.  380;  Masser  v.  Chicago, 
R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  08  Iowa,  602,  27  N.  \\. 
776;  Hepfel  v.  St.  Paul,  M.  &  M.  R.  Co.  49 
Minn.  263,  51  N.  W.  1049;  Central  R.  & 
Bkg.  Co.  V.  Rylee,  13  L.R.A.  634  and  note, 
87  Ga.  491,  13  S.  E.  584;  Mitchell  v.  Phila- 
delphia, W.  4  B.  R.  Co.  132  Pa.  226,  19 
Atl.  28;  McMuIlen  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co. 
132  Pa.  107,  19  Am.  St.  Rep.  591,  10  Atl. 
27;  McDermott  v.  Kentucky  C.  R.  Co.  93 
Ky.  408,  20  S.  W.  380;  Louisville,  N.  O. 
&  T.  R.  Co.  v.  Williams,  00  Miss.  G31,  12 
So.  957;  Williams  v.  Kansas  City,  S. 
&  M.  R.  Co.  96  Mo.  275,  0  S.  W.  573'; 
Givens  t.  Kentucky  C.  R.  Co.  12  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  950,  15  S.  W.  1057;  Trudell  v. 
Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.  126  Mich.  73,  63  L.R.A. 
271,  86  N.  W.  260;  Wagner  v.  Chicago  &.  N. 
W.  R.  Co.  122  Iowa,  360,  98  N.  W.   141; 


not  be  applied,  as  in  this  case,  so  as  to 
obviate  the  effect  of  the  antecedent  negli- 
gence of  the  custodian  of  the  child,  assuming 
that  such  negligence  would  otherwise  have 
been  imputable  to  the  child.  In  the  view 
which  the  court  took  of  the  duty  owed  by  the 
company's  employees,  and  assuming  that  the 
child  was  too  young  to  be  personally  charge- 
able with  negligence,  the  case  fulfilled  the 
two  essential  conditions  of  the  doctrine  of 
last  clear  chance,  viz.,  (1)  a  breach  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  toward  the 
child,  and  (2)  the  continuance  of  that 
breach  of  duty  after  it  was  too  late  for  the 
custodian  of  the  child,  by  the  exercise  of 
due  care,  to  have  prevented  the  accident. 
Had  the  person  struck  been  sui  juris  and 
capable  of  personal  negligence,  there  would 
have  been  several  possible  objections  to  the 
application  of  the  doctrine  of  last  clear 
chance,  that  were  not  available  in  this  case, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  child  was  non 
sui  juris,  viz.:  (1)  That  the  person  being 
a  trespasser,  no  duty  toward  him  would 
have  rested  upon  the  employees  of  the  com- 
pany unless  they  actually  saw  him  in  a 
place  of  danger  after  the  engine  started 
back :  and,  of  course,  if  there  had  been  no 
breach  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  defendant 
toward  the  person  injured,  it  would  have 
been  free  from  liability  irrespective  of  the 
question  of  contributory  negligence,  and 
there  would,  therefore,  have  been  no  oppor- 
tunity or  occasion  to  invoke  the  doctrine  of 
"last  clear  chance:"  or  (2)  it  they  had  seen 
him  on  the  track  they  might  have  been  justi- 
fied in  assuming  that  he  would  leave  the 
track  in  time  to  avoid  the  danger,  and  here 
again  there  would  have  been  no  breach  of 
dyty  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  and  there- 
fore no  occasion  for  invoking  "last  clear 
chance;"  or  (3)  assuming  that  neither  of 
these  objections  would  have  been  tenable, 
and  that,  even  as  to  a  person  sui  juris  and 
capable  of  personal  negligence,  the  em- 
ployees of  defendant  would  have  been 
ciiaigeuble  with  negligence  in  failing  to  dis- 
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cover  him,  yet  his  own  negligence  in  re- 
maining on  the  track,  in  the  absence  of  any- 
thing to  show  that  he  was  not  in  full  pos- 
'session  of  his  faculties,  or  could  not  have 
discovered  his  danger  and  stepped  from  the 
track,  would  have  been  concurrent  with  that 
of  the  defendant  up  to  the  instance  of  the 
impact,  BO  that  the  element,  essential  to  the 
doctrine  of  "last  clear  chance,"  of  the  cessa- 
tion or  termination  of  the  negligence  of  the 
person  injured  before  that  of  the  defend- 
ant would  have  been  entirely  lacking.  For 
a  recent  case  refusing  on  the  last  ground  to 
apply  the  doctrine  of  "last  clear  chance," 
see  Southern  R.  Co.  ▼.  Bailey  (Va.)  67 
S.  E.  366.  The  person  struck,  however, 
was  non  sui  juris,  and  incapable  of  per- 
sonal negligence,  and  the  defendant  was 
therefore  obliged  to  rely  upon  the  doc- 
trine of  imputed  negligence.  In  that  sit- 
uation it  is  apparent  that  it  would  have 
been  possible  for  the  employees,  by  the  exer- 
cise of  the  duty  which  was  held  to  have 
rested  upon  them  to  discover  the  perilous 
position  of  the  child,  to  have  averted  the 
accident  after  any  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
custodian  of  the  child  to  cure  the  effect  of 
his  or  her  remissness  would  have  been  un- 
availing. In  some  cases,  as  shown  in  earlier 
notes  in  this  series,  the  doctrine  of  last  clear 
chance  has  been  applied  to  situations  other- 
wise like  that  involved  in  Chesape:ake  tt,  O. 
R.  Co.  V.  Hawkins,  even  though  the  person 
killed  or  injured  was  an  adult,  and  appar- 
ently capable  up  to  the  very  instant  of  im- 
pact of  discovering  the  danger  and  avoid- 
ing it,  although  the  only  negligence  charge- 
able to  the  defendant  was  the  breach  of  its 
duty  to  discover  his  danger.  As  pointed  out 
in  those  notes,  however,  this  application  of 
the  doctrine  seems  erroneous.  For  a  discus- 
sion of  the  doctrine  of  last  clear  chance, 
and  especially  the  phase  of  it  just  touched 
upon,  see  comments  in  connection  with  Saw- 
yer v.  Roanoke  R.  &  Lumber  Co.  22  L.R..\. 
'(N.S.)  200,  and  references  therein  to  numer- 
ous other  notes  in  this  series. 
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Horn  V.  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  Co.  124 
Iowa,  281,  99  X.  W.  1068;  Tyler  v.  Sites,  90 
Va.  539,  19  S.  E.  174;  Raines  r.  Chesapeake 
&  O.  R  Co.  39  W.  Va.  50,  24  L.R.A.  226, 
19  S.  E.  665. 

The  defendant  «ould  only  be  held  liable 
when  it  was  shown  that  it  had  been  guilty 
of  wanton  or  gross  negligence. 

Huff  V.  Chicago  &  O.  R.  Co.  48  W.  Va.  45, 

35  S.  E.  866;  Bias  v.  Chesapeake  &  0.  R.  Co. 
46  W.  Va.  349,  33  8.  E.  240;  Richmond  & 

D.  R.  Co.  Y.  Anderson,  31  Gratt.  812,  31 
Am.  Rep.  750;  Spicer  v.  Chesapeake  &  O. 
R.  Co.  34  W.  Va.  514,  U  L.R.A.  385,  12  S. 

E.  553. 

Where  an  action  is  brought,  and  the  re- 
covery would  accrue  to  the  benefit  of  the 
person  who  was  guilty  of  contributory  negli- 
gence in  permitting  a  child  to  go  into  a 
dangerous  place  by  reason  of  its  failure  to 
exercise  ordinary  care,  there  can  be  no  re- 
covery. 

Belief ontaine  &  I.  R.  Co.  v.  Snyder,  18 
Ohio  St.  399,  98  Am.  Dec  176;  Bellefontaine 
R.  Co.  V.  Snyder,  24  Ohio  St.  670;  Smith  v. 
Hestonville,  M.  &,  F.  Pass.  R.  Co.  92  Fa.  St. 
450,  37  Am.  Rep.  705 ;  Tucker  v.  Draper,  62 
Neb.  66,  64  L.R.A.  321,  86  N.  W.  917;  Pol- 
lack v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  105  Am.  St. 
Rep.  846,  and  note,  210  Pa.  634,  60  Atl.  312; 
St.  Louis  Southwestern  R  Co.  v.  Cochran, 

77  Ark.  398,  91  8.  W.  747;  Schlenk  v.  Cen- 
tral Pass.  R.  Co.  15  Ky.  L.  Rep.  409,  23  S. 
W.  589;  Westbrook  v.  Mobile  &  O.  R  Co. 
66  Miss.  560,  14  Am.  St.  Rep.  587,  6  So. 
321 ;  Foley  v.  New  York  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co. 

78  Hun,  248,  28  N.  Y.  Supp.  816;  Evansville 
&  C.  R.  Co.  V.  Wolf,  59  Ind.  89;  Pratt  Coal 
&  1.  Co.  V.  Brawley,  83  Ala.  371,  3  Am.  St. 
Rep.  751,  3  So.  555;  Glassey  v.  Hestonville, 
M.  &  F.  Pass.  R.  Co.  57  Pa.  172;  Westerberg 
V.  Kinzua  Creek  k  K.  R.  Co.  142  Pa.  471, 
24  Am.  St.  Rep.  510,  21  Atl.  878;  Bamber- 
ger V.  Citizens'  Street  R.  Co.  95  Tenn.  18, 
28  L.R.A.  486,  49  Am.  St.  Rep.  009,  31  S. 
W.  163;  Williams  v.  Texas  &  P.  R.  Co  60 
Tex.  205;  Senn  v.  Southern  R.  Co.  124  Mo. 
621,  28  S.  W.  66 ;  Westerfield  v.  Levis  Bros. 
43  La.  Ann.  63,  9  So.  52;  Atlanta  &  C.  Air- 
Line  R.  Co.  V.  Gravitt,  93  Ga.  369,  26  L.R.A. 
653,  44  Am.  St.  Rep.  145,  20  S.  E.  550. 

Messrs.  Hnbard  &  Lee  and  Osenton  & 
McPeak.  for  defendant  in  error: 

The  engineer  and  fireman  of  a  railroad 
train  must  keep  a  careful  lookout  on  the 
track  ahead  to  discover  persons  and  animals 
upon  it,  and  use  ordinary  care  to  avoid  in- 
jury to  them. 

Gunn  V.  Ohio  River  R.  Co.  42  W.  Va.  676, 

36  L.R.A.  575,  26  S.  E.  546 ;  Gunn  v.  Ohio 
River  R  Co.  36  W.  Va.  165,  32  Am.  St.  Rep. 
842,  14  S.  E.  465;  Couch  v.  Chesapeake  & 
0.  R.  Co.  45  W.  Va.  51,  30  S.  E.  147;  Bias  v. 
Chesapeake  &  O.  R  Co.  46  W.  Va.  349,  33 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


S.  E.  240;  Davidson  v.  Pittsburg,  C.  C.  k 
St.  L.  R.  Co.  41  W.  Va.  407,  23  S.  E.  593. 

Upon  the  question  as  to  the  degree  of 
care  required  of  railroad  companies  to  dis- 
cover a  child  on  a  track  in  time  to  prevent 
injury,  the  general  rule  is  that  ordinary 
care  is  required  to  discover  the  child  and 
prevent  the  injury,  and  that  on  the  failure 
to  discover  an  infant  in  time  to  prevent  in- 
jury, when  it  ought  to  have  been  discovered 
by  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care,  the  ques- 
tion of  negligence  is  one  for  the  jury. 

Bottoms  V.  Seaboard  &  R.  R.  Co.  25  L.R.A. 
784,  note;  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Chatman,  124 
Ga.  1026,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  283,  53  S.  E.  693, 
4  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  675. 

It  is  the  duty  of  a  railroad  company  to 
exercise  due  care  in  the  running  of  its 
trains,  at  all  places  where  it  has  knowledge 
that  there  are  likely  to  be  perscms  on  or 
near  its  tracks,  to  avoid  injury  to  said  per- 
sons, whether  or  not  the  place  is  a  public 
crossing. 

Connell  v.  Southern  R.  Co.  33  C.  C.  A. 
633,  63  U.  S.  App.  466,  91  Fed.  466;  Garner 
V.  Trumbull,  36  C.  C.  A.  361,  94  Fed.  321; 
Texas  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Hardy,  36  C.  C.  A. 
353,  94  Fed.  303;  Baltimore  &  O.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hellenthal,  31  C.  C.  A.  414,  60  U.  8.  App. 
156,  88  Fed.  116;  Smith  v.  Pittsburgh  &  W. 
R.  Co.  90  Fed.  783;  Grand  Trunk  R.  v.  Ives, 
144  U.  S.  429,  36  L.  ed.  493,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
679;  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  R  Co.  v.  M«- 
Arthur,  3  C.  C.  A.  594,  10  U.  S.  App.  547, 
63  Fed.  464. 

Contributory  negligence  of  the  party  in- 
jured will  not  defeat  an  action,  if  the  de- 
fendant might,  with  reasonable  care,  have 
avoided  the  consequences  of  such  negligence. 

Baltimore  &  0.  R.  Co.  v.  Hellenthal  and 
Gamer  v.  TruiQbulI,  supra;  Gunn  v.  Ohio 
River  R.  Co.  42  W.  Va.  676,  36  L.R.A.  676, 
26  S.  E.  546;  Bias  v.  Chesapeake  &  0.  R. 
Co.  supra;  Richmond  Pass.  &  Power  Co.  v. 
Gordon,  102  Va.  498,  46  S.  E.  772;  Kelley  v. 
Ohio  River  R.  Co.  58  W.  Va,  216,  2  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  898,  52  S.  E.  520. 

The  action  of  the  jury  in  assessing  dam- 
ages in  case  of  the  death  of  a  person  by  the 
wrongful  act,  neglect,  or  default  of  another, 
is  not  reviewable,  as  no  damages  allowed  by 
the  jury  witliin  the  limit  fixed  by  the  stat- 
ute can  be  deemed  excessive,  their  deter- 
mination of  this  question  being  absolute  and 
exclusive  as  to  what  damages  are  fair  and 
just,  unless  the  verdict  evinces  passion, 
prejudice,  partiality,  or  corruption  on  theii 
part. 

Turner  v.  Norfolk  &  W.  R.  Co.  40  W.  Va. 
676,  22  S.  E.  83;  Kelley  v.  Ohio  River  R. 
Co.  supra;  Thomas  v.  Wheeling  Electrical 
Co.  54  W.  Va.  396,  46  S.  E.  217 ;  Matthews 
v.  Warner,  29  Gratt.  570,  26  Am.  Rep.  396; 
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Bertha  Zinc  Co.  y.  Black,  88  Va.  303,  13  S. 
E.  462. 

Morris,  District  Judge,  deliyered  the 
opinion  of  the  court: 

This  writ  of  error  brings  for  our  examina- 
tion the  rulings  in  a  judgment  rendered  in 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  southern  district  of  West  Virginia 
awarding  $3,000  damages  against  a  railroad 
company  for  the  death  by  negligence  of  a 
boy  playing  on  a  railroad  track.  The  action 
was  originally  brought  in  the  state  court, 
tae  circuit  court  for  Fayette  county,  West 
Virginia,  and  was  removed  to  the  Federal 
court  at  the  instance  of  the  defendant  on 
tlie  ground  of  diverse  citizenship. 

At  the  point  where  the  accident  happened, 
there  was  a  spur  track  running  horn  the 
main  line  for  the  distance  of  a  few  hundred 
feet.  By  the  side  of  this  track  about  3  or 
4  feet  from  the  right-hand  rail,  looking  to- 
ward the  main  track,  there  was  a  pile  of 
lumber  about  6  feet  high.  On  the  same  side 
as  the  lumber  pile,  and  directly  opposite, 
at  a  distance  of  60  feet  from  the  track,  was 
the  dwelling  house  where  the  deceased  lived 
with  his  grandfather.  The  county  road  ran 
between  the  dwelling  and  the  limiber  pile. 
There  was  no  fence  or  other  obstruction. 
The  spur  track  was  at  this  point  straight 
and  practically  level.  The  time  of  the  ac- 
cident was  about  half-past  6,  on  an  evening 
in  January,  by  Central  time  (or  "slow" 
time  in  that  locality).  A  box  car  was  de- 
tached from  a  train  on  the  main  line  by  a 
flying  switch,  and  was  "kicked"  upon  the 
spur  track  to  a  point  just  below  the  lumber 
pile.  An  engine  was  then  backed  up  the 
spur  track  and  attached  to  the  car,  and  the 
car  was  pushed  110  feet  further  up  the  spur 
track  and  left  there;  the  engine  alone  com- 
ing back  past  the  Itunber  pile  to  a  point 
near  the  main  line.  A  brakeman  was  on  the 
front  end  of  the  box  car  when  it  was  first 
"kicked"  up  the  spur  track  and  when  it 
stopped  just  below  the  lumber  pile.  The 
deceased  was  about  four  years  and  three 
months  old,  and  was  observed  by  the  brake- 
man  playing  with  another  boy,  a  little  lar- 
ger, at  the  lumber  pile,  picking  up  some 
pieces  of  coal  and  playing  with  them;  the 
deceased  being  on  the  track  in  front  of  the 
ear.  The  brakeman  "got  off  and  made  him 
get  from  between  the  two  rails."  The 
brakeman  then  went  back  to  the  car,  and 
about  twelve  minutes  elapsed  before  the  en- 
gine came  up.  As  the  car  and  engine  were 
passing  the  lumber  pile,  the  brakeman  testi- 
fied that  he  saw  the  children  standing  on 
the  further  side  of  the  lumber  pile.  The  en- 
gineer and  conductor  testify  that  they  saw 
them  as  they  passed,  standing  on  the  lumber 
pile.  Ihe  engineer  spoke  to  the  boys  as  he 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


passed  them  on  the  lumber  pile.  The  plac- 
ing of  the  car  occupied  about  two  minutes 
from  the  time  the  engine  with  the  car 
passed  the  lumber  pile  until  it  returned. 
Nothing  was  seen  of  the  children  as  the  en- 
gine came  down.  About  half  an  hour  later 
the  body  of  the  deceased  was  found  lying 
across  the  rail  next  to  the  lumber  pile,  bad- 
ly mutilated;  the  front  wheels  of  the  en- 
gine on  the  right-hand  side  being  also  found 
covered  with  blood. 

The  exceptions  and  the  errors  assigned  all 
relate  to  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  direct  a 
verdict  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  to  its  re- 
fusal to  grant  the  defendant's  instructions, 
and  to  certain  portions  of  the  charge  given 
by  the  court. 

The  instructions  asked  for,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  measure  of  damages,  all  in- 
volve substantially  the  same  question  and 
can  be  considered  together.  The  defend- 
ant's contention  is  that,  the  child  being  up- 
on the  track  as  a  trespasser,  no  liability 
could  arise  except  for  wanton  or  gross  negli- 
gence. The  principle  thus  stated  is  well  rec- 
ognized by  the  decisions. 

In  Horrissey  v.  Eastern  R.  Co.  126  Mass. 
377,  380,  30  Am.  Rep.  686,  the  supreme 
judicial  court  of  Massachusetts  said  in  ref- 
erence to  an  injury  to  a  four-year-old  boy 
playing  on  the  track:  "The  plaintiff  at  the 
time  of  the  accident  was  a  mere  intruder 
and  trespasser  upon  the  railroad  track.  No 
inducement  or  implied  invitation  to  him  to 
enter  upon  it  had  been  held  out.  He  was 
neither  a  passenger  nor  on  his  way  to  l>e- 
come  one,  but  was  there  merely  for  his  own 
amusement,  and  was  using  the  track  as  a 
playground.  The  defendant  corporation 
owed  him  no  duty,  except  the  negative  one 
not  maliciously  or  with  gross  and  reckless 
carelessness  to  run  over  him." 

See  also  the  cases  of  Wright  v.  Boston  & 
A.  R.  Co.  142  Mass.  296,  7  N.  E.  866;  Cleve- 
land C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  V.  Adair,  12  Ind. 
App.  569,  39  N.  E.  672,  40  N.  E.  822;  Mc- 
Dermott  v.  Kentucky  C.  R.  Co.  93  Ky.  408, 
20  S.  W.  380;  Mitchell  y.  Philadelphia  W. 
&  B.  R.  Co.  132  Pa.  226,  19  Atl.  28. 

But  we  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  that  this  principle  is  not  decisive 
of  this  case.  There  is  another  important 
element  involved,  and  that  is  the  duty  of 
the  employees  of  the  railroad  company  aft- 
er they  had  found  the  child  in  a  danger- 
ous position.  When  the  car  was  first  run 
up  the  spur  track  and  stopped  below  the 
lumber  pile,  the  deceased  was  seen  by  the 
brakeman  in  a  position  of  danger.  The 
brakeman  testifies  in  one  place  that  the 
child  was  between  the  rails,  and  in  another 
place  that  he  was  between  the  rail  and  the 
lumber  pile  in  the  3-foot  space.  In  either 
situation  he  would  have  been  struck  when 
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the  ear  proceeded.  What,  then,  was  the  duty 
o{  the  brakeman  after  finding  the  child  so 
situated  and  without  anyone  in  charge  of 
him?  We  think  his  duty  was  to  do  eitlier 
one  of  two  things,— either  to  see  that  the 
«hild  was  placed  in  the  care  of  some  one  com- 
petent to  take  charge  of  him,  or  else  to  take 
such  care  in  the  movement  of  the  engine  and 
car  as  would  be  required  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  child's  situation.  The  child  was  not 
returned  to  any  guardian,  and  the  question 
of  the  exercise  of  due  care,  under  the  state 
of  facts  disclosed  and  the  state  of  knowledge 
by  the  defendant's  servants,  was  for  the  jury. 
The  portion  of  the  court's  charge  relating 
to  this  question  was  as  follows: 

"Now  the  plaintiff  claims  that  under 
those  circumstances  he  has  shown  a  case 
that  indicates,  that  proves,  that  the  rail- 
way company  by  its  employees  was  negli- 
gent, after  first  having  discovered  this  child, 
in  not  using  due  and  proper  care  in  passing 
out  there,  to  see  that  the  child  was  not  in- 
jured. That  is  a  question  that  is  for  you 
to  answer.  Undoubtedly  the  railway  com- 
pany, through  its  agents,  had  knowledge  of 
the  first  danger  of  this  child,  and  it  was  its 
duty  to  notify  the  child  of  its  danger 
(which  it  is  legally  presumed  the  child  it- 
self could  not  appreciate),  and  see  that  the 
child  went  to  a  place  of  safety  at  that  time, 
and  this,  from  the  testimony,  was  done. 

"Now  in  dealing  with  this  case,  gentle- 
men, you  must  always  keep  in  mind  the 
fact  that  this  child  cannot  be  presumed  to 
be  sensible  of  its  danger.  The  question 
therefore  before  you  is  this:  Were  the  cir- 
cumstances such  as  to  impose  on  that  rail- 
way company  the  further  duty  of  seeing 
that  the  child  had  not  again  gone  into  dan- 
ger on  ita  track,  when  they  took  their  en- 
gine out?  The  measure  of  that  duty  would 
be:  What  would  a  prudent  man  under  the 
same  circumstances  do?  Would  he  run  his 
engine  out, — they  went  slowly  it  is  true, — 
but  would  he  run  it  without  such  investiga- 
tion as  would  enable  him  to  discover  wheth- 
er or  not  this  child  was  on  the  track  ?  When 
you  have  settled  that  question,  you  have  set- 
tled the  question  in  this  case  that  will  de- 
termine whether  or  not  a  verdict  should  be 
returned. 

"If  you  find  that  a  prudent  man  should 
and  would  have  seen  that  this  child  was  in 
a  place  of  safety  before  taking  that  train 
out,  or  would  have  approached  this  point 
with  that  in  mind,  then  that  will  be  the 
measure  of  the  duty  of  the  railway  com- 
paoy,  and  if  you  find  that  the  railway  com- 
pany, through  tueir  employees,  did  not  per- 
form this  duty,  you  may  say  they  were  neg- 
ligent, and  so  find;  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
you  find  that  they  approached  with  the  care 
that  a  prudent  man  under  the  circumstances 
2aLJl.A.(N.S.) 


would  have  done,  then  it  would  be  your 
duty  to  return  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the 
company." 

We  find  no  error  in  this  instruction.  The 
principle  involved  is  succinctly  expressed  by 
the  supreme  court  of  Minnesota,  in  Hepfel 
V.  St.  Paul,  H.  A  H.  R.  Co.  49  Minn.  263, 
265,  61  N.  W.  1049,  1060,  as  follows:  "A 
railway  cranpany  is  not  bound  to  keep  a 
lookout  for  trespassers  on  its  tracks  or  cars, 
nor  to  presume  that  they  will  expose  them- 
selves to  danger  thereon;  but  having  notice 
of  their  presence  and  that  they  are  liable  to 
such  danger,  the  company  is  bound  to  use 
reasonable  care  to  avert  it." 

The  case  of  Gunn  v.  Ohio  River  R.  Co.  42 
W.  Va.  676,  681,  36  L.R.A.  575,  26  8.  E. 
546,  draws  the  distinction  that,  where  an 
adult  is  seen  upon  the  track,  the  presump- 
tion is  that  he  will  get  off;  but  this  is  not 
80  with  little  children.  When  they  are  seen 
on  the  track,  the  duty  is  to  stop  and  save 
them. 

Now  in  the  case  before  us  it  was  known  to 
the  brakeman  that  the  child  was  on  the 
track,  that,  when  ordered  off  the  track,  he 
remained  on  the  lumber  pile  till  the  car  had 
passed,  and  that  no  person  of  sufficient  dis- 
cretion was  near.  It  was  also  known  to  two 
other  employees,  one  of  whom  was  the  en- 
gineer in  charge  of  the  engine  which  ran 
over  the  child  a  few  minutes  later,  that  the 
child  was  plaiying  unattended  close  to  the 
track.  The  car  was  pushed  only  110  feet  up 
the  track,  a  large  portion  of  which  distance 
was  occupied  by  the  engine  and  tender.  The 
headlight  was  so  placed  as  to  throw  its 
light  some  distance  ahead  of  the  engine, 
leaving  a  dark  space  between  the  front  of 
the  engine  and  the  illuminated  ground  fur- 
ther dowp  the  track.  It  would  be  quite  pos- 
sible, in  fact  probable,  that,  as  soon  as  the 
engine  had  passed,  the  child  would  return 
to  his  former  playground  and  resume  the 
picking  up  of  pieces  of  coal,  which  had  been 
interrupted  by  the  passing  of  the  car  and 
engine.  We  do  not  think  there  was  any  er- 
ror in  leaving  it  open  to  the  jury  to  find 
that  a  prudent  man,  under  these  circum- 
stances, in  returning  past  the  danger  point 
where  the  child  was  seen  unattended  a  few 
minutes  before,  would  have  taken  some 
means  to  ascertain  that  he  was  in  a  posi- 
tion of  safety.  The  evidence  tended  to  show 
that  there  was  no  vigilance  at  all  adequate 
to  the  situation  exercised  in  running  the 
engine  at  the  time  the  child  was  run  over. 

The  duty  of  vigilance  cast  upon  the  rail- 
road's employees  by  their  actual  knowledge 
of  the  situation  of  the  child  on  or  near  the 
track  in  a  position  of  danger  eliminates  en- 
tirely the  question  of  how  it  got  there  in  the 
first  instance.  A  new  duty  has  arisen  from 
the   situation   of   the   child   and  the  train 
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hands'  observation  of  that .  situation ;  and 
it  is  immaterial  to  inquire  further  how  the 
situation  arose.  It  was  the  province  of  the 
jury  to  determine  the  action  of  a  prudent 
man  in  the  situation  as  it  existed  after  the 
initial  trespass,  and  after  the  child  had  been 
allowed  by  his  grandfather  or  his  twelve- 
year-old  sister  to  get  into  danger.  This 
renders  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  somewhat  conflicting  deci- 
sions as  to  the  extent  of  the  imputation  of 
the  negligence  of  the  custodian  as  a  bar  to 
recovery.  It  is  analogous  to  the  familiar 
doctrine  of  the  "last  clear  chance,"  which  al- 
lows recovery  notwithstanding  contributory 
negligence  of  the  plaintiff  if,  after  and  in- 
dependently of  such  contributory  negligence, 
the  defendant  by  the  use  of  due  care  could 
have  avoided  the  injury  or  fatality  sued  up- 
on. 

The  first  instruction  asked  by  the  plain- 
tiff in  error,  directing  a  verdict  in  its  favor, 
and  the  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and 
sixth  instructions,  negative  the  controlling 
principle  of  the  case  and  were  properly  re- 
fused. 

The  plaintiff  in  error  further  contends 
that,  by  reason  of  the  tender  age  of  the  de- 
ceased and  his  want  of  earning  capacity, 
only  nominal  damages  could  be  recovered  by 
his  administrator,  and  this  question  is 
raised  by  the  refusal  of  the  seventh  and 
eighth  instructions  and  the  court's  charge 
to  the  contrary.  The  brief  of  the  plaintiff 
in  error  contains  no  authorities  substantiat- 
ing this  contention,  nor  do  we  find  any 
ground  for  it  in  the  West  Virginia  statutes. 

The  statute  (W.  Va.  Code  1899,  chap.  103, 
§§  5  and  6  [Code  1906,  §§  3488,  3489]) 
reads  as  follows: 

"Sec.  5.  Whenever  the  death  of  a  person 
shall  be  caused  by  wrongful  act,  neglect,  or 
default,  and  the  act,  neglect,  or  default  is 
such  as  would  (if  death  had  not  ensued) 
have  entitled  the  party  injured  to  maintain 
an  action  to  recover  damages  in  respect 
thereof;  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the 
person  who,  or  the  corporation  which,  would 
have  been  liable  if  death  had  not  ensued, 
shall  be  liable  to  an  action  for  damagiSs, 
notwithstanding  the  death  of  the  person  in- 
jured, and  although  the  death  shall  have 
been  caused  under  such  circumstances  as 
amount  in  law  to  murder  in  the  first  or 
second  degree,  or  manslaughter. 

"Sec.  6.  Every  such  action  shall  be 
brought  by  and  in  the  name  of  the  personal 
representative  of  such  deceased  person;  and 
the  amount  recovered  in  every  such  action 
shall  be  distributed  to  the  parties  and'  in 
the  proportion  provided  by  law  in  relation 
to  the  distribution  of  personal  estate  left 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


by  persons  dying  intestate.  In  every  such 
action  the  jury  may  give  such  damages  as 
they  shall  deem  fair  and  just  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand  dollars,  and  the  amount  so  re- 
covered shall  not  be  subject  to  any  debts  or 
liabilities  of  the  deceased.  Provided,  that 
every  such  action  shall  be  commenced  with- 
in two  years  after  the  death  o{  such  de- 
ceased person." 

The  court  of  last  resort  of  West  Virginia 
has  several  times  held  that  the  plain  meam- 
ing  of  the  statute  is  to  leave  to  the  jury  the 
determination  of  the  amount  of  damages 
within  the  $10,000  limit,  and  the  distinction 
Is  drawn  between  the  phraseology  employed 
and  that  of  the  English  statute  and  the 
statutes  of  many  other  states  making  the 
measure  the  "pecuniary  Injury  resulting 
from  such  death."  Indeed,  the  prior  West 
Virginia  statute  of  1863  (Acts  1863,  chap. 
98,  p.  113)  did  contain  the  latter  phraseol- 
ogy, and  the  change  to  the  present  form  is 
significant  of  the  intent  to  leave  the  ques- 
tion to  the  jury.  Kelley  ▼.  Ohio  River  R. 
Co.  68  W.  Va.  210,  222-224,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
898,  62  S.  E.  520. 

In  Turner  v.  Norfolk  &  W.  R.  Co.  40  W. 
Va.  676,  688,  22  S.  E.  83,  87,  the  court  said 
of  §  6  of  the  statute:  "By  the  enactment  of 
this  law  the  legislature,  as  it  had  the  power 
to  do,  gave  the  jury  absolute  control  over 
the  question  of  damages,  within  the  limit 
fixed.  The  courts  are  clothed  with  no  au- 
thority to  disturb  their  findings,  but  are  in- 
hibited f  rem  so  doing  as  positively  as  though 
plainly  expressed  in  the  language  of  the 
statute."  See  also  Thomas  v.  Wheeling 
Electrical  Co.  64  W.  Va.  395;  404,  46  S.  E. 
217. 

There  is  also  a  very  full  discussion'  of  the 
same  question  in  the  case  of  Matthews  ▼. 
Warner,  29  Gratt.  670,  674-678,  26  Am. 
Rep.  396,  construing  the  similar  statute  of 
Virginia,  and  holding,  similarly,  that  the 
statute  was  expressly  designed  to  substitute 
such  damages  "as  to  the  jury  may  seem  fair 
and  just,"  instead  of  requiring  them  to  as- 
certain the  pecuniary  damages  resulting  to 
the  next  of  kin. 

The  seventh  and  eighth  Instructions  were 
properly  refused,  and  the  court's  charge, 
"that  the  law  requires  no  measure  of  dam- 
ages other  than  the  opinion  of  ordinary 
jurors,  guided  by  all  the  facts  and  circmn- 
stances  in  the  particular  case,  recognizing 
the  fact  that,  while  no  minimum  is  fixed  in 
any  case,  a  maximun  of  $10,000  is  fixed," 
is  a  correct  interpretation  of  the  statute. 

The  judgment  is  afiirmed. 

GolT,  Circuit  Judge,  dissents. 
Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 
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V. 

DAVID  A.  NELSON  et  al.,  Respts. 
(84  Utah,  116,  90  Fac.  263.) 

JEaaement  —  notice. 

1.  One  who  inspects  property  with  a  view 
te  pnrchasing  it  is  charged  with  notice  of 
mn  obvious  and  permanent  cement  walk  run- 
ning over  a  portion  of  it,  which  furnishes 
«cces8  from  other  property  to  the  highway, 
mnd  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  used. 
Same  —  creation  —  severance  of  prop- 
erty. 

2.  The  easement  in  a  permanent  cement 
walk  which  has  been  constructed  by  a  prop- 


erty owner  along  the  edge  of  property  which 

he    has    subdivided    into   building    lots,   to 

furnish  access  from  such  lots  to  the  street, 

will,  upon  severance  of  the  property,   pass 

to  the  grantees  of  the  respective  portions 

thereof. 

Deed  —  covenant  —  easement. 

3.  Where  one,  in  laying  out  building  lots, 
lays  out  a  driveway  in  front  thereof,  and 
adjoining  it,  inside  the  lot  lines,  constructs 
a  cement  sidewalk,  his  conveyance  of  the 
lots  with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances 
thereto  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertain- 
ing, together  with  a  perpetual  right  of  way 
along  the  driveway,  does  not,  because  of  tb^ 
special  mention  of  the  driveway,  prevent  the 
passing  of  an  easement  in  the  walk. 

(June  1,  1908.) 


Ifote.  —  Eaaementa  created  by  netierance 
of  tract  of  land  vtth  apparent  bene- 
ftt  existing. 

X.  Scope,   315. 
n.  The   general    rule. 

a.  Statement  of,  316. 

b.  Foundation  principle,  317. 
e.  Theory,  318. 

d.  Application. 

1.  To  implied  grants,  318. 

2.  To  implied  reservations,  321. 
IIL  Requisites. 

a.  Enumeration,  324. 

b.  Unity  and  severance,  3£5. 

c.  Apparent  and  obviotis,  326. 

d.  Continuous,  331. 

e.  Necessary,  333. 
rV.  Incidents. 

a.  Effect  of  reunion  of  title,  336. 

b.  Order    of    transfer    as    affecting 

easements,  337. 
e.  Mode  and  extent  of  enjoyment  of 

easement,  338. 
d.  Method  of  transfer  as  affecting. 

1.  Alienation  by  devolution  and 

division  in  case  of  death, 
340. 

2.  Severance  by  partition,  342. 

3.  Sale  under  execution,  343. 

4.  Transfer     under     mortgage, 

343. 
V.  Application  of  rules  to  easements  of 
way  or  passage. 

a.  Easen-.ent  of  way  as  an  appurte- 

nance,  344. 

b.  Acquisition  by  use  and  severance. 

1.  The  general   rule,  340. 

2.  The  rule   that  the   easement 

of  way  must  be  necessary, 
340. 

c.  Rule  where  parcel  is  cut  off  from 

public  way. 

1.  Implied  grant,  352. 

2.  Implied  reservation,   355. 
VI.  Application  of  rules  to  easements  in 

waters  and  water  courses. 

a.  Natural  water  courses,   356. 

b.  Artificial  water  courses  and  con- 

duits, 356. 

c.  Mills,  dams,  races,  359. 

VU.  Application  of  rules  to  easements  of 

drainage,  361. 
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VIII.  Application  of  rules  to  easements  of 
support  of  land  and  buildings. 

a.  Land,    364. 

b.  Buildings. 

1.  Generally,  364. 

2.  Severance    of    single    build- 

ings, 365. 

3.  Party  walls,  366. 

4.  EncToacliments,  367. 

IX.  Application  of  rules  to  easements  of 
light  and  air. 

a.  The  English  rule,  369. 

b.  The  Canadian  rule,    370. 

e.  Rule   of   the   American   states. 

1.  Generally,   371. 

2.  Application      in     particular 

cases,   372. 

3.  Exceptions,  373. 
X.  Conclusion,  376. 

/.  Scope. 

Where  easements  grow  out  of  the  sever- 
ance of  a  tract  of  land  with  apparent  bene- 
fit existing,  a  grant  of  the  easements  is  in- 
ferred or  implied  from  the  circumstances. 
And  it  is  to  grants  implied  from  severance 
with  apparent  benefit  existing  that  this 
note  is  confined.  Easements  by  express 
grant  and  by  prescription  are  not  here  con- 
sidered. And  the  aim  here  is  to  consider 
only  such  principles  and  such  decisions  as 
turn  upon  or  are  affected  by  this  particular 
method  of  formation  of  the  easement,  'leav- 
ing matters  applicable  generally  to  all  class- 
es of  easements  for  consideration  in  their 
appropriate  ftexe. 

The  subject  of  implication  from  necessi- 
ty of  easement  other  than  right  of  way  is 
considered  in  a  subject  note  to  Miller  v. 
Hoeschler,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  327.  The  facts 
that  easements  arising  from  severance  with 
apparent  benefit  existing  are  easements  by 
implication,  and  that,  as  a  general  rule, 
some  degree  of  necessity  is  necessary  to  the 
implication  of  an  easement  by  severance  of 
a  tract  with  apparent  benefit  existing,  bring 
the  two  notes  very  close  together,  the  one 
treating  of  the  implication  of  easements 
from  necessity,  and  the  other,  of  implication 
of  easements  from  severance,  with  necessity 
as  a  necessary  element.     The  two  subjects 
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APPEAL  hj  plaintiffs  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Salt  Lake  Coun- 
ty in  defendants'  favor  in  a  suit  brought  to 
enjoin  interference  with  an  alleged  ease- 
ment.   Reversed. 

Statement  by  McCarty,  Ch.  J.: 
The  record  in  this  case  discloses  about  the 
following  state  of  facts:  One  William  Eh- 
lert,  long  prior  to  February,  1905,  was  the 
owner  of  a  tract  of  land  in  lot  3,  block  B, 
Salt  Lake  City  survey.  This  piece  of  ground 
lies  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  South  streets, 
faces  and  abuts  on  Third  East  street,  and 
extends  east  to  the  center  of  the  block. 
Through  the  center  of  this  parcel  of  land 
Ehlert  laid  out  an  avenue,  known  as  "Fair- 
mount  avenue."  This  avenue  opens  on  Third 
East  street  and  runs  east  to  the  center  of 


the  block,  where  it  terminates.  It  is  a  blind 
alley,  being  open  at  one  end  only.  Ehlert  also 
laid  out  six  lots  on  the  north  and  six  on 
the  south  side  of  the  avenue.  In  February, 
1905,  and  prior  thereto,  each  of  the  plain- 
tiffs entered-  into  negotiations  with  Ehlert 
for  the  purchase  of  a  house  and  lot  on  the 
north  side  of  the  avenue.  In  the  case  of 
plaintiff  Rollo  £he  negotiations  were  carried 
on  through  a  real  estate  agent,  who  had  the 
lot  listed  and  advertised  for  sale.  In  each 
case  a  sale  was  agreed  upon,  and  contracts 
containing  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
sales  were  drawn  up,  and  signed  by  Ehlert 
and  the  respective  plaintiffs.  These  con- 
tracts were  duly  recorded.  At  the  time  the 
contracts  were  entered  into  there  was  in 
existence   on   the   north   side   of   Fairmont 


are  approached  from  a  different  point  of 
view,  however,  and  an  effort  has  been  made 
not  to  cover  any  of  the  same  ground,  but 
the  approach  is  so  close  that  it  has  been 
found  to  be  practicable  to  use  some  of  the 
same  cases,  and  the  reader  examining  this 
note  with  reference'  to  implied  easements 
will  probably  find  it  to  bis  advantage  to  ex- 
amine the  previous  note  in  connection  with 
it. 

//.  The  general  rule. 


a.  Statement  of. 

The  rule  of  the  common  law  is  that 
where  the  owner  of  two  heritages,  or  of 
one  heritage  consisting  of  several  parts,  has 
arranged  and  adapted  them  so  that  one  de- 
rives a  benefit  and  advantage  from  the  oth- 
er of  a  continuous  and  obvious  character, 
and  be  sells  one  of  them  without  making 
mention  of  those  incidental  advantages  or 
burdens  of  one  in  respect  to  the  other,  there 
is  an  implied  understanding  and  agreement 
that  these  advantages  and  burdens  shall 
continue  as  before  the  separation  of  the 
title.    Ingals  v.  Plamondon,  75  111.  118. 

And  that  a  deed  of  premises  conveys  the 
right  to  continue  to  enjoy  as  easements  all 
privileges  or  conveniences  in  and  upon  ad- 
joining lands  of  the  grantor  which  were  ap- 
parent and  had  been  used  by  the  grantor 
in  connection  with  the  premises  before  the 
conveyance.  Carbrey  v.  Willis,  7  Allen,  364, 
83  Am.  Dec.  688. 

So,  the  general  rule  would  appear  to  be 
that  where  the  owner  of  two  heritages,  or 
of  one  heritage  consisting  of  several  parts, 
has  arranged  and  adapted  these  parts  so  that 
one  derives  a  benefit  or  advantage  from 
the  other  of  a  continuous  and  obvious  char- 
acter, and  he  sells  one  of  them  without  mak- 
ing mention  of  such  incidental  advantages 
or  burdens  of  one  in  respect  to  the  other, 
there  is  in  the  silence  of  the  parties  an  im- 
plied understanding  and  agreement  that 
tl:e$e  advantages  and  burdens  respectively 
shall  continue  as  before  the  separation  of 
the  title.  Martin  v.  Murphv,  221  III.  032, 
77  N.  E.  1128;  Powers  v.  Ileffernan,  138  III. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


App.  12;  Newell  v.  Sass,  142  111.  104,  31  N. 
E.  170;  Cihak  v.  Klekr,  117  111.  643,  7  N. 
E.  Ill,  reversing  17  111.  App.  124;  Cherry 
V.  Stein,  11  Md.  1;  Brown  v.  Dickey  (Me.) 
76  Atl.  382. 

Easements  and  servitudes  adopted  by  the 
owner  of  lands  which  are  plainly  visible  or 
notorious,  and  from  the  character  of  which 
it  may  be  fairly  presumed  that  he  intended 
their  preservation  as  necessary  to  the  con- 
venient enjoyment  of  his  property,  become, 
when  the  lands  are  severed  and  pass  into 
other  hands,  permanent  appurtenances 
thereto,  and  neither  the  owner  of  the  domi- 
nant nor  of  the  servient  portions  of  the  land 
has  power  adversely  to  interfere  with  theit" 
proper  use  or  enjoyment.  Scott  v.  Moore, 
98  Va.  688,  81  Am.  St.  Rep.  749,  37  S.  E. 
342;  Phillips  v.  Phillips,  48  Pa.  178,  86 
Am.    Dec.    577. 

And  where  the  owner  of  land  subjects 
part  of  it  to  an  open,  visible,  permanent, 
and  continuous  service  or  easement  in  fa- 
vor of  another  part,  and  then  aliens  either, 
the  purchaser  takes  subject  to  the  burden 
or  benefit,  as  the  case  may  be.  Grace  M. 
E.  Church  v.  Dobbins,  153  Pa.  294,  34  Am. 
St.  Rep.  706,  25  Atl.  1120;  Seibert  v.  Levan, 
8  Pa.  383,  49  Am.  Dec.  525;  Kieffer  ▼. 
Imhoff,  26  Pa.  438;  Koons  v.  McNamec,  6 
Pa.  Super.  Ct.  446;  Bryn  Mawr  Hotel  Co. 
V.  Baldwin,  12  Montg.  Co.  L,  Rep.  146; 
Quinlan  v.  Noble,  75  Cal.  250,  17  Pae.  69; 
Powers  V.  Heffeman,  supra;  Morrison  v. 
King,  62  111.  30;  Ellis  v.  Bassett,  128  Ind. 
118,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  421,  27  N.  E.  344; 
Teachout  v.  Duffus  (Iowa)  119  N.  W.  «83, 
affirming  on  rehearing  (Iowa)  115  N.  W. 
1010;  Eliason  v.  Grove,  85  Md.  215,  36  Atl. 
844 ;  Hoskins  v.  Brawn,  76  Me.  68 :  Smith  v. 
Dresselhouse,  152  Mich.  451,  116  N.  W. 
387;  Znamanacek  v.  Jelinek,  69  Neb.  110, 
111  Am.  St.  Rep.  533,  95  N.  W.  28;  Kelly  v. 
Dunning,  43  N.  J.  Eq.  62,  10  Atl.  276 ;  Den- 
ton V.  l.eddell,  23  N.  J.  Eq.  64;  Sevmour  v. 
Lewis,  13  N.  J.  Eq.  439,  78  Am.  Dec.  108; 
Central  R.  Co.  v.  Valentine,  20  N.  J.  L. 
561 ;  Simmons  v.  Cloonan,  81  N.  Y.  557 ; 
Roberts  v.  Roberts, "65  N.  Y.  275,  affirming 
7  Lans.  55;  Winne  v.  Winne,  40  Misc.  435, 
82  N.  Y.  Supp.  647 :  Lampman  v.  Milks,  21 
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avenue,  and  running  parallel  therewith,  a 
cement  sidewalk  3  feet  in  width.  This  aide- 
walk  was  contiguous  -to  said  avenue,  and 
was  immediately  in  front  of  and  connected 
with  the  residences  purchased  or  agreed  to 
be  purchased  by  the  plaintiffs.  The  sidewalk 
was  used  by  plaintiffs,  their  families,  and 
all  other  persons  who  had  occasion  to  enter 
or  leave  the  avenue  on  foot,  and  to  all  ap- 
pearances was  a  part  thereof,  and  was  ad- 
vertised by  Ehlert  as  an  inducement  to 
plaintiffs  and  other  people  to  purchase  lots 
bordering  thereon.  Ehlert  charged  $100 
more  per  lot  for  the  land  on  the  north  side 
than  he  did  for  the  same  amount  of  ground 
on  the  south  side  of  the  avenue,  where  there 
was  no  cement  sidewalk.  The  difference  in 
price,  as  explained  by  Ehlert  in  his  testi- 
mony, was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  lots  on 


the  north  side  had  "south  fronts,"  and  were 
connected  with  the  public  street  (Third 
East  street)  by  the  cement  sidewalk  in  ques- 
tion. The  lot  purchased,  or  agreed  to  be 
purchased,  by  the  plaintiff  Rollo,  is  the 
third  lot  east  from  the  public  street  with 
which  the  avenue  is  connected.  The  house 
on  this  lot  was  constructed  and  the  cement 
sidewalk  laid  from  the  public  street  to  the 
east  boundary  line  of  the  lot,  about  two 
years  before  the  property  was  purchased  by 
Rollo.  About  six  months  after  Ehlert  con- 
structed the  house  which  he  sold  to  Rollo, 
he  erected  another,  on  the  lot  which  adjoins 
the  Rollo  property  on  the  east,  and  extended 
the  cement  sidewalk  to  the  east  line  of  that 
lot.  Later  on  he  extended  the  cement  side- 
walk to  the  east  end  of  the  avenue.  In 
each  agreement  the  lot  therein  described  ex- 


N.  Y.  605;  Scott  V.  Bieutel,  23  Gratt.  1; 
Boon  V.  Adney,  102  Law  Times,  418. 

And  this  is  so  whether  the  severance  is  by 
voluntary  alienation  or  by  judicial  proceed- 
ings.    Ellis  T.  Bassett,  supra. 

If  the  owner  of  an  estate  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  using  quasi  easements  of  an  appar- 
ent and  continuous  character  over  the  one 
part  for  the  benefit  of  the  other  part  of  his 
property,  and  aliens  the  quasi  dominant 
part  to  one  person  and  the  quasi  servient 
part  to  another,  the  respective  alienees  will, 
in  the  absence  of  express  stipulation,  take 
the  land  burdened  or  benefited,  as  the  case 
may  be,  by  the  qualities  which  the  previous 
owner  had  rightfully  attached  to  them. 
Barnes  v.  Loach,  L.  R.  4  Q.  B.  Div.  494. 

A  destination  made  by  the  owner  of  two 
estates  of  a  servitude  upon  one  for  the  bene- 
It  of  the  other  is  equivalent  to  title  with 
regard  to  apparent  and  continuous  servi- 
tude. Woodcock  v.  Baldwin,  61  La.  Ann. 
989,  26  So.  46;  Gottschalk  v.  De  Santos,  12 
La.  Ann.  473. 

By  a  grant  of  a  part  of  a  tract  of  land, 
casements  necessary  for  its  enjoyment  are 
created   ex  neceasilate,    and    pass    by    the 

frant,  although  not  expressly  named, 
rakely  v.  Sharp,  9  N.  J.  Eq.  9. 
And  in  every  deed  of  a  part  of  a  grantor's 
land,  without  express  provision  on  the  sub- 
ject, there  is  an  implied  grant  or  reserva- 
tion of  easements  of  necessity  for  the  en- 
joyment of  the  part  conveyed  or  of  the  part 
retained.  Jarstadt  v.  Smith,  51  Wis.  96,  8 
N.  W.  29;  Dillman  v.  Hoffman,  38  Wis.  559; 
Central  R.  Co.  v.  Valentine,  supra. 

So,  where  the  owner  of  land  has,  by  arti- 
iicinl  arrangement,  effected  an  advantage  for 
one  portion  to  the  burdening  of  another, 
upon  the  severance  of  the  ownership,  the 
holders  of  the  two  portions  take  them  re- 
spectively charged  with  the  servitude  and  en- 
titled to  the  benefit  openly  and  visibly  at- 
tached at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  of  the 
first  portion  granted.  Hall  v.  Morton,  125 
Mo.  App.  315,  102  S.  W.  570;  Clarke  v. 
Gaffeney,  116  111.  362,  6  N.  E.  689;  Fre- 
mont, E.  A  M.  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  Gayton,  67 
Neb.  263,  93  N.  W.  163;  Baker  v.  Rice,  56 
Ohio  St.  463,  47  N.  E.  653;  North  Powder 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


Mill.  Co.  T.  Coughanour,  34  Or.  9,  54  Pae. 
223. 

And  where  a  man  owns  two  tenements, 
the  one  dopiinant  and  the  other  servient, 
and  sells  them  both  to  different  parties,  the 
easement  passes  with  the  legal  estate  of  the 
tract  to  which  it  belongs,  and  the  grantee 
of  the  servient  estate  takes  it  subject  to 
the  easement.  Hair  v.  Downing,  06  N.  C. 
172,  2  S.  E.  520;  Hart  v.  McMullen,  30 
Can.  8.  C.  245. 

Upon  the  severance  of  a  tenement  one 
part  of  which  has  been  subjected  to  a  quasi 
servitude,  which  was  continuous  and  appar- 
ent in  favor  of  the  other,  the  easement  will 
be  preserved,  whether  it  be  by  grant  when 
the  dominant  tenement  is  conveyed,  or  by 
reservation  when  the  servient  tenement  is 
conveyed.  Toothe  v.  Bryce,  60  N.  J.  Eq.  589, 
25  Atl.  182. 

Where  one  of  two  adjoining  lots  owned 
by  the  same  person  is  used  for  the  benefit 
of  the  other,  and  one  of  them  is  sold,  if 
the  vendor  does  not  intend  that  the  form- 
er mode  of  using  the  two  lots  shall  continue, 
there  must  be  a  provision  to  that  effect  in 
the  deed,  or  a  change  made  in  the  condition 
of  the  premises  before  the  sale.  Eliason  t. 
Grove,  supra. 

h.  Foundation  principle. 

The  doctrine  of  implied  easements  on  sev- 
erance of  a  tenement  rests  upon  the  sup- 
posed intention  of  the  parties,  as  deduced 
from  the  circumstances,  situation,  and  con- 
dition of  the  two  estates, 'servient  and  domi- 
nant. Morrison  v.  Marquardt,  24  Iowa,  36, 
92  Am.  Dec.  444;  Evans  v.  Dana,  7  R.  I. 
306. 

And  the  general  principle  of  law  is  that 
where  a  person  makes  a  grant  or  conveyance 
of  property,  he  impliedly  grants  that  also 
which  is  necessary  to  make  the  grant  or 
conveyance  of  the  principal  subject  effectual 
and  beneficial.  Burns  v.  Gallagher,  62  Md 
402. 

And  that  included  in  a  grant  of  the  prin- 
cipal are  all  such  privileges  and  appurte- 
nances as  are  obviously  incident  and  reason- 
ably necessary  to  the  fair  enjoyment  of  the 
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tended  to  the  south  side  of  the  cement  side- 
walk; that  is,  a  portion  of  the  cement  side- 
walk was  included  within  each  lot  pur- 
chased by  the  plaintiffs.  At  the  time  these 
contracts  were  entered  into,  Ehlert  was,  and 
for  two  years  prior  thereto  had  been,  occu- 
pying the  premises  purchased  by  Rollo,  as  a 
home  for  himself  and  family,  and  they,  to- 
gether with  his  (Ehlert's)  tenants,  who  oc- 
cupied one  of  the  houses  to  the  east  and  ad- 
joining the  property  he  contracted  to  sell  to 
Rolh),  used  this  cement  sidewalk  in  going 
from  and  in  returning  to  their  respe<%tive 
homes.  During  the  time  Ehlert  was  occupy- 
ing these  premises,  he  commenced  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building  on  the  lot  farthest  west, 
and  on  the  north  side  of  the  avenue.  This 
building,  which  faces  west  on  Third  East 


street,  with  its  south  wall  running  parallel 
with  the  cement  walk  in  question,  was  in 
course  of  construction  when  plaintiff  Rollo 
took  possession  of  the  property  purchased 
by  him  under  his  cntract  with  Ehlert,  and 
building  material  to  be  used  in  said  house 
was  placed  upon  and  obstructed  the  cement 
walk.  After  the  building  was  completed, 
and  after  plaintiffs  had  been  in  possession 
of  their  respective  pieces  of  property,  and 
htul  ocupied  the  same  as  their  homes  for 
several  months,  Ehlert  sold  this  west  lot  to 
defendant  D.  A.  Nelson,  who  purchased  the 
property  as  agent  for  his  mother,  Mary  P. 
Nelson,  who  is  also  made  defendant  in  the 
action.  Before  he  purchased  the  property. 
Kelson  made  an  examination  of  the  premis- 
es, and  had  notice  of  the  existence  of  the 


thing  granted,  substantially  in  the  condition 
in  which  it  is  enjoyed  by  the  grantor,  un- 
less the  contrary  is  provided.  Mayer  v.  C. 
P.  Lesh  Paper  Co.  (Ind.  App.)  89  N.  E.  894. 

An  easement  may  be  created-  or  reserved 
by  an  implied  grant  when  its  existence  is 
necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  which 
is  expressly  granted  or  reserved,  upon  the 
principle  that  where  one  grants  anything 
to  another,  he  thereby  grants  him  the  means 
of  enjoying  it,  whether  expressed  or  not. 
Lanier  v.  Booth,  50  Miss.  410. 

The  foundation  of  the  doctrine  of  ease- 
ments is  a  disposition  and  arrangement  of 
premises  as  to  the  uses  of  the  different  par- 
ties by  the  owner  having  the  unity  of  seisin, 
and  then  a  severance,  it  being  a  general 
principle  in  relation  to  grants  that  every 
grant  of  a  thing  naturally  and  necessarily 
imports  a  grant  of  it  as  it  actually  exists, 
unless  the  contrary  is  provided  for.  Mor- 
rison V.  King,  62  111.  30. 

And  the  principle  of  the  law  of  easements 
is  that  the  grantor,  by  holding  out  certain 
appearances  to  the  purchaser,  induces  the 
expectation  on  his  part  that,  with  the  land 
purchased,  he  is  to  receive  certain  privileges; 
and  it  would  be  inequitable  to  defeat  that 
expectation  by  afterwards  denying  them. 
McPherson  v.  Acker,'  MacArth.  &  M.  150, 
48  Am.  Rep.  749. 

The  reason  for  the  rule  that  when  the 
owner  of  two  tenements  has  created  an  open 
and  visible  easement  in  favor  of  one  against 
the  other,  and  he  sells  the  dominant  tene- 
ment and  retains  the  servient,  the  purchas- 
er of  the  dominant  one  is  entitled  to  insist 
upon  that  easement,  is  that  he  has  the  ab- 
solute right  to  do  just  as  he  pleases  with 
both  tenements,  and,  if  he  pleases  to  impose 
a  burden  upon  one  for  the  benefit  of  the 
other,  for  the  sake  of  enhancing  the  value 
of  the  one,  and  sells  the  one  of  enhanced  val- 
ue, the  purchaser  has  the  right  to  assume 
that  he  buys  everything  that  is  apparent 
and  visible,  including  the  easement.  Farley 
V.  Howard,  60  App.  Div.  193,  70  N.  Y.  Supp. 
61,  affirming  33  Misc.  57,  68  N.  Y.  Supp. 
159,  and  aflirmed  in  172  N.  Y.  628,  65  N.  E. 
1116. 

The  rule  that  when  the  owner  of  land  sul  • 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


jects  part  of  it  to  an  open,  visible,  perma- 
nent, and  continuous  use,  service,  or  ease- 
ment in  favor  of  another  part,  and  then 
aliens  either,  the  purchaser  takes  subject  to 
the  burden  or  the  benefit,  as  the  case  may 
be,  is  founded  on  the  principle  that  a  man 
shall  not  derogate  from  his  own  grant, 
and  its  enforcement  is  a  matter  of  course 
where  the  vendee  purchases  the  dominant 
land.  Koons  v.  McNamee,  6  Pa.  Super. 
Ct.  445;  Walker  v.  Clifford,  128  Ala.  67. 
86  Am.  St.  Rep.  74,  29  So.  588 

e.  Theory. 

So  long  as  a  tract  of  land  remains  in  one 
ownership,  there  can  be  no  dominant  and 
servient  tenements  as  between  different  por- 
tions of  the  tract,  and  the  owner  may 
rearrange  the  quality  of  any  possible  servi- 
tude. Oliver  v.  Burnett,  10  Cal.  App.  403, 
102  Pac.  223. 

An  owner  of  land  cannot  have  an  ease- 
ment in  his  own  soil,  and,  previous  to  a 
severance,  a  right  of  way  or  other  easement 
in  favor  of  one  part  cannot  exist  upon  the 
other.  Stuyvesant  v.  Woodruff,  21  N.  J.  L. 
133,  47  Am.  Dec  156;  Brakely  v.  Sharp, 
9  N.  J.  Eq.  9. 

But  the  owner  of  an  entire  tract  of  land, 
or  of  two  or  more  adjoining  parcels,  may  so 
employ  a  part  thereof  as  to  create  a  seeming 
servitude  in  favor  of  another  part  to  which 
the  use  becomes  appurtenant,  and  such  use 
is  tantamount  to  an  easement  at  will  so 
long  as  the  unity  of  ownership  continues, 
and  is  described  as  a  quasi  easement.  Geb- 
MAN  Sav.  &  L.  Co.  V.  Gordon. 

Quasi  easements  are  existing  conditions 
in  land  retained,  the  continuance  of  which 
would  be  so  clearly  beneficial  to  the  land 
conveyed  that  they  would  be  presumed  to 
be  intended.  These  must  be  apparent,  in  the 
sense  of  being  indicated  by  objects  which 
will  be  seen  by  persons  familiar  with  the 
premises.  Brown  v.  Dickey  (Me.)  75  AtL 
382. 

d.  Applicatton.    • 

1.  To  Implied  grants. 
It  is  a  general  rule  that,  upon  a  convey- 
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cement  walk,  and  the  use  that  was  being 
made  of  it. 

The  evidence  for  plaintiffs  tends  to  show 
that,  at  the  time  they  were  negotiating  for 
the  purchase  of  the  respective  pieces  of 
property  mentioned  in  the  contracts  referred 
to,  Ehlert  represented  to  them  that  the  ce- 
ment wallc  was  appurtenant  to  the  lots  on 
(he  north  side  of  the  avenue,  and  was  in- 
tended for  their  (plaintiffs')  use  and  bene- 
fit, and  for  the  use  of  all  other  persons  who 
niiKht  have  occasion  to  enter  or  depart  from 
Mid  avenue  -on  foot.  Ehlert,  who  was 
railed  as  a  witness,  attempted  to  deny  this 
evidence,  yet  we  think  it  may  be  fairly  said 
that  his  testimony,  when  considered  in  its 
entirety,  corroborates,  rather  than  disputes, 
pUintiffs'  evidence  on  this  point.     In  his 


direct  examination  he  said  in  part:  "At  the 
time  I  sold  to  Rollo  I  had  the  sidewalk 
and  about  half  of  the  street  covered  with 
building  material  [referring  to  the  building 
material  hereinbefore  mentioned].  I  made 
apologies  to  Rollo  for  this,  and  told  him 
that  after  I  had  the  house  done,  these  things 
would  look  different."  On  cross-examina- 
tion he  stated:  "I  volunteered  to  Mr.  Rollo 
that  I  intended  to  repair  this  walk  down  in 
front  of  defendants'  lot.  ...  I  said  to 
him  I  would  put  in  a  new  walk  there. 
.  .  .  I  told  him  I  was  not  only  going  to 
accommodate  him  with  such  walk  as  I  had 
there,  but  was  going  to  make  a  better  one. 
.  .  .  I  was  going  to  the  further  expense 
of  putting  in  an  additional  3  feet  of  ce- 
ment walk  clear  through  that  alley.    .    .    . 


ance  of  land,  whatever  is  in  use  for  it  as  an 
incident  or  appurtenance  passes  with  it. 
Huttemeier  ▼.  Albro,  18  N.  Y.  48;  United 
States  V.  Appleton,  1  Sumn.  492,  Fed.  Cas. 
Xo.  14,463;  Ruetsch  v.  Spry,  14  Ont.  L.  Rep. 
233;  Watts  t.  Kelson,  L.  R.  6  Ch.  166. 

Where  the  owner  of  both  the  quasi  domi- 
nant and  quasi  servient  tenements  conveyed 
the  former,  retaining  the  latter,  all  such 
continuous  and  apparent  quasi  easements  as 
are  reasonably  necessary  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  property  paM  to  the  grantee,  giving 
rise  to  an  eaaement  by  implied  grant.  Wil- 
son y.  Riggs,  27  App.  D.  C.  550;  Frizzell  v. 
Murphy,  19  App.  D.  C.  440;  Walker  v. 
Clifford,  128  Ala.  67,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  74. 
29  So.  688;  Teachout  ▼.  Duffus  (Iowa)  119 
X.  W.  983,  affirming  on  rehearing  (Iowa) 
115  N.  W.  1010;  Gillis  v.  Nelson,  16  La. 
Ann.  275;  Fitzpatrick  v.  Mik,  24  Mo.  App. 
435;  Dunklee  v.  Wilton  R.  Co.  24  K.  H. 
489;  Outerbridge  v.  Phelps,  13  Jones  &,  8. 
555,  13  Abb.  N.  C.  117;  Kenyon  v.  Nichols, 
1  R.  I.  411;  Scott  y.  Moore,  98  Va.  668,  81 
Am.  St  Rep.  749,  37  8.  E.  342;  Israel  y. 
Leith,  20  Ont.  Rep.  361 ;  Harris  y.  Smith,  40 
v.  C.  Q.  B.  33;  Ewart  v.  Cochrane,  7  Jur. 
X.  S.  925;  Brown  v.  Alabaster,  L.  R.  37 
Ch.  Div.  490;  Wheeldon  v.  Burrows,  L.  R. 
12  Ch.  Diy.  31. 

A  grantor  conv^ing  a  part  of  his  prop- 
erty by  deed  conveys  as  an  appurtenance 
whatever  he  has  the  right  to  grant  which 
is  practically  annexed  to  the  premises 
granted  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  and  is  nec- 
essary to  their  enjoyment  in  the  condition 
of  the  estate  at  the  time.  Philbrick  y.  Sw- 
ing, 97  Mass.  133 ;  Cave  v.  Crafts,  63  Cal. 
135;  Weber  y.  Miller,  9  Ohio  C.C.  674;  Mc- 
Elroy  y.  McLeay,  71  Vt.  396,  45  Atl.  898; 
Hardy  y.  McCullough,  23  Gratt.  251. 

And  this  is  true  of  all  those  continuous 
and  apparent  uses  by  the  owner  during  the 
oni^  of  possession,  though  they  have  no 
leK*!  existence  as  easements.  Kenyon  v. 
Xichols  and  Teachout  v.  Duffus,  supra. 

A  transfer  of  real  property  passes  all 
essementa  attached  thereto  and  creates  in 
favor  thereof  an  easement  to  use  other  real 
property  of  the  person  whose  estate  is  trans- 
ferred in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same 
28  LJl.A.(N£.) 


extent  as  such  property  was  obviously  and 
permanently  used  by  the  person  whose  es- 
tate is  transferred  for  the  benefit  thereof 
at  the  time  when  the  transfer  was  agreed 
upon  or  completed.  Oliver  v.  Burnett,  10 
Cal.  App.  403,  102  Pac.  223;  Cross  v.  Kitts, 
69  Cal.  217,  58  Am.  Rep.  658,  10  Pac.  409; 
Kay  V.  Oxley,  L.  R.  10  Q.  B.  360. 

And  a  grant  of  continuous  and  apparent 
easements  is  implied  on  severance  of  a  heri- 
tage, where,  though  having  no  legal  exist- 
ence as  easements,  they  have  in  fact  been 
used  by  the  owner  during  the  unity  of  the 
heritage,  or  where  they  are  necessary  to  the 
full  enjoyment  of  the  several  portions  of  the 
heritage.  Elliott  v.  Rhett,  5  Rich.  L.  405, 
57  Am.  Dec.  750. 

Where  a  person,  while  owning  land,  has, 
by  artificial  arrangements,  made  one  part 
subservient  to  the  other,  thus  enhancing  the 
value  of  one  by  burdening  the  other,  the 
conveyance  of  that  the  value  of  which  is 
thus  enhanced  will  carry  the  right  to  an 
easement  in  the  other  to  the  extent  neces- 
sary to  the  enjoyment  of  that  granted  in 
the  same  condition  in  which  it  was  enjoyed 
before.  Lammott  v.  Ewers,  106  Ind.  310, 
55  Am.  Rep.  746,  6  N.  E.  636;  Held  v.  Mc- 
Bride,  3  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  155. 

And  if  the  owner  of  two  estates  between 
which  there  exists  an  apparent  and  contin- 
uous servitude  sells  one  of  the  estates,  the 
servitude  continues  to  exist  in  favor  of  the 
estate  which  was  sold,  though  no  mention 
was  made  of  the  same  in  the  title.  Wood- 
cock y.  Baldwin,  61  La.  Ann.  089,  26  So. 
46;  Alexander  v.  Boghel,  4  La.  312. 

And  no  deed  or  writing  is  required  to 
support  it.  Held  v.  McBride;  Cave  v. 
Crafts;  Ruetsch  v.  Spry;  and  Watts  v.  Kel- 
son,— supra. 

Nor  does  the  fact  that  the  annexation  of 
peculiar  qualities  and  incidents  to  different 
parts  of  an  estate  was  made  by  a  tenant 
alter  its  effect  as  creating  an  easement, 
where  it  was  done  with  authority  of  the 
owner.  Janes  v.  Jenkins,  34  Md.  1,  6  Am. 
Rep.  300. 

And  the  implication  of  a  grant  of  ease- 
ments of  a  continuous  and  apparent  char- 
I  acter  upon  the  alienation  to  different  per- 
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I  thought  I  owed  them  some  kind  of  a  ce- 
ment walk  in  there,  and  if  they  could  not 
have  it  where  they  got  it  located,  I  was 
going  to  have  it  outside  for  them.  I  felt  un- 
der obligations  to  do  that  from  what  I  had 
held  out  to  those  people — that  they  should 
have  a  cement  walk  running  clear  through 
from  Third  East  street."  Ehlert  also  testi- 
fied that  plaintiffs  Decker  and  Kelson  re- 
quested him  to  extend  the  cement  sidewalk 
so  as  to  connect  it  with  the  lots  purchased 
by  them,  and  that  he  did.  so. 

The  record  also  shows  that  after  plain- 
tiffs had  been  in  possession  and  occupation 
of  the  lots  purchased  by  them,  and  while 
this  cement  sidewalk  was  in  common,  gen- 
eral, and  notorious  use  by  plaintiffs,  and  all 
persons  who  had  occasion  to  enter  or  leave 


Fairmont  avenue,  the  defendants  commenced 
to  erect  a  fence  on  the  south  side  of  the 
walk,  from  Third-  East  street  along  the  line 
of  said  walk  to  the  east  line  of  the  prem- 
ises purchased  by  them  from  Ehlert,  plain- 
tiffs' grantor,  and  thence  across  said  side- 
walk, with  intent  to  thereby  close  the  same 
to  public  travel,  and  prevent  the  use  there- 
of by  plaintiffs,  and  all  other  persons  who 
might  have  occasion  to  enter  and  be  upon 
said  avenue,  and  to  compel  plaintiffs  and 
such  other  persons  to  use  the  roadway  of  said 
Fairmont  avenue  for  foot  ttavcl.  There- 
upon plaintiffs  commenced  this  action,  and 
obtained  a  temporary  injunction  against  de- 
fendants, prohibiting  them  from  closing 
said  sidewalk.  Upon  the  trial  of  said  cause, 
the    facts,    as    developed    by    the    evidence, 


sons  of  tenements  previously  in  the  owner- 
ship of  the  same  person  is  not  prevented  by 
the  fact  that  the  dominant  tenement  at  the 
time  of  the  alienation  is  in  lease,  and  con- 
sequently not  in  the  possession  of  the  alien- 
or.   Barnes  v.  Loach,  L.  R.  4  Q.  B.  Div.  494. 

It  has  been  held,  however,  that  an  owner 
of  lands  can  have  no  easement  in  or  over 
Ills  adjoining  lands,  and  when  he  sells 
one  parcel,  the  right  to  enjoy  privileges  and 
conveniences  which  he,  when  owner  of  both, 
enjoyed  in  the  other,  does  not  pass  to  the 
purchaser.  Stanford  v.  Lyon,  22  N.  J.  Eq. 
33;  Fisk  v.  Haber,  7  La.  Ann.  652;  Barker 
V.  Clark,  4  N.  II.  380,  17  Am.  Dec.  428. 

And  that  a  deed  of  land  describing  it  as 
land  passes  nothing  except  what  is  fairly 
included  in  the  premises,  and  an  easement 
not  naturally  and  necessarily  belonging  to 
the  nremifes  will  not  pass.  Whiting  v.  Gay- 
lord,  66  Conn.  337,  50  Am.  St.  Rep.  87,  34 
Atl.  85. 

And  that  if  a  deed  of  a  piece  of  land 
with  the  appurtenances  thereof  and  a  cove- 
nant to  warrant  and  defend  conveys  any- 
thing besides  the  lot  itself,  it  conveys  only 
such  appurtenances  as  exist  at  the  time  of 
its  execution;  it  creates  no  appurtenances. 
Swasey  v.  Brooks,  30  Vt.  692. 

And  that  a  person  who  transfers  land, 
warranting  to  the  purchaser  a  free  title, 
clear  of  all  encumbrance,  cannot  claim  the 
benefit  of  an  encumbrance  in  the  way  of  an 
easement,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  inci- 
dent to  other  lands  which  he  owns,  or  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  their  beneficial  enjoy- 
ment. Brakely  v.  Sharp,  10  N.  J.  Eq.  206, 
reversing  9  N.  J.  Eq.  9. 

And  the  position  has  been  taken  in  some 
of  the  late  and  well-considered  cases  that 
where  an  owner  of  land  creates  a  quasi 
easement  in  one  portion  of  her  land  in  favor 
of  another,  and  conveys  the  quasi  dominant 
tenement  without  any  express  reference  in 
the  deed  to  the  servitude,  whether  the  ease- 
ment passes  by  implied  grant  depends  on 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  use  it  im- 
poses, as  indicating  whether  the  grantor  in- 
tends to  convey  a  right  to  use  the  quasi 
tenement,  and  the  grantee  reasonably  ex- 
pects to  take  and  hold  such  right.  Gebuan 
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Sav.  &  L.  Co.  v.  GoBDON ; .  Sanderlin  v.  Bax- 
ter, 76  Va.  299,  44  Am.  Rep.  165. 

And  that  mere  knowledge  of  the  manner 
in  which  property  conveyed  was  used  by  a 
vendor  for  the  convenience  of  an  adjoin- 
ing tenement  will  not  affect  the  purchaser 
of  the  property,  if  it  is  conveyed  without 
reservation.  Suffield  T.  Brown,  4  De  G.  J.  A 
S.  185. 

Within  this  rule,  whether  an  easement 
arises  by  implication  in  a  severance  of  a 
tract  of  realty  depends  upon  the  party's  in- 
tention, to  be  determined  by  considering  the 
circumstances,  the  situation  of  the  parties, 
the  condition  of  the  surrounding  country, 
and  the  things  granted.  R«  177th  Street, 
120  N.  Y.  Supp.  354. 

A  way  of  necessity  is  derived  from  the 
law,  and'  arises  from  the  situation  and 
boundaries  of  the  land  to  which  it  is 
claimed  to  be  appurtenant,  as  these  existed 
at  the  time  of  the  conveyance.  Botsford  t. 
Wallace,  69  Conn.  263,  37  Atl.  902. 

And  property  conveyed,  a  part  of  which 
is  retained  by  the  grantor,  passes  subject  to 
all  existing  easements  which  are  apparent 
and  which  result  naturally  from  the  rela- 
tive situation  of  the  land,  and  from  the  na- 
ture, construction,  and  intended  use  of 
buildings,  etc.,  as  they  were  then  usually  en- 
joyed. Dunklee  v.  Wilton  R.  Co.  24  N.  H. 
489. 

So,  whether  an  easement  arises  by  impli- 
cation on  a  transfer  of  land  depends  upon 
the  circumstances  shown  by  the  evidence  as 
existing  at  the  time  of  the  grant.  Lipsky  v. 
Heller,  199  Mass.  310,  85  N.  E.  453. 

And  an  intention  to  grant,  as  appurte- 
nant to  the  principal  subject  of  conveyance, 
a  right  in  no  way  suggested  by  the  terms  of 
the  deed,  and  to  be  exercised  upon  other 
lands,  can  be  implied  only  from  proof  of  tiie 
circumstances  attending  the  conveyance, 
such  as  the  value  of  the  privilege  compared 
with  the  land  without  it,  or  its  continued 
use  in  a  manner  open  and  visible  to  the 
grantor.  Tabor  v.  Bradley,  18  N.  Y.  109,  72 
Am.  Dec.  498. 

And  a  lease  of  a  supposed  dominant  es- 
tate limited  by  definite  and  fixed  metes  and 
bounds   cannot   be   construed    to   expressly 
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propertT.  and  the  trust  d««^l  to  thr  ihnith 
half  will  include  the  easement  of  the  heiie- 
ficial  Diw  of  that  part  of  the  heatiiii;  pUnt 
located  in  the  north  half,  and  the  owner  of 
the  north  half  most  permit  surh  beneriria) 
uae  by  anyone  becoming  the  owner  of  the 
•outh  half  under  the  trust  deed.  Koote  v. 
Yarlott.  238  111.  54.  87  N.  K.  «2. 

Where  three  houses  were  situated  unon 
a  court  belonging  to  the  same  person,  mit 
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tion  and  dismissing  plaintiffs'  complaint. 
To  reverse  the  judgment,  plaintiffs  have  ap- 
pealed to  this  court. 

Messrs.  Thurman,  Wedgwood,  &  Ir- 
vine and  J.  H.  Hnrd  for  appellants. 

Messrs.  H.  P.  Henderson  and  A.  3. 
'Weber  for  respondents. 

McCarty,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  evidence  clearly  shows,  and  the  trial 
court,  in  effect,  found,  that  the  cement  side- 
walk was  intended  by  Ehlert  as  an  ease- 
ment, to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  use 
and  occupation  of  the  lots  purchased  by  ap- 
pellants. And  we  think  it  may  be  fairly 
said,  from  the  evidence  introduced  in  be- 


half of  defendants,  that  the  walk  was  rea- 
sonably necessary  to  the  use  and  convenient 
enjoyment  of  the  property  purchased  by  the 
plaintiffs.  It  appears,  however,  that  the 
court  decided  against  appellants,  and  dis- 
missed their  complaint  upon  the  following 
grounds:  (1)  That  neither  of  the  respond- 
ents, at  the  time  they  purchased  their 
ground  from  Ehlert,  had  notice  of  the  ease- 
ment claimed  i.<y  appellants;  and  (2)  that 
the  easement  did  not  pass  as  an  appurte- 
nant to  the  lots  purchased  by  appellants. 
The  record  conclusively  shows  that  the  ce- 
ment walk  was  visible  and  plain  to  be  seen 
by  anyone  entering  the  avenue.  And  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  intended,  and  for 
which  it  was  being  used,  both  before  and 
at    the    time    respondents    purchased   their 


the  servient  tract,  such  purchaser  will  be 
presumed,  in  the  absence  of  stipulations  to 
the  contrary,  to  have  purchased  the  serv- 
ient tract  with  notice  of  the  'servitude.  Mc- 
Ewan  V.  Baker,  98  111.  App.  271. 

This  is  the  rule  of  Roixo  v.  Nelson. 

Under  this  rule  a  way  of  necessity  over 
another  man's  land  may  be  reserved  as  well 
as  granted  by  implication.  Moore  v.  White 
(Mich.)  124  N.  W.  62;  Willey  v.  Thwing, 
68  Vt.  128,  34  Atl.  428. 

And  where  land  subjected  to  an  alley- 
way is  sold  and  that  benefited  by  it  is  re- 
tained, the  purchaser  of  the  last  will  be  en- 
titled to  the  easement,  since,  if  the  first  pur- 
chaser visited  the  property  and  examined 
it  before  buying,  which  the  law  esteems  the 
duty  of  every  purchaser  to  do  personally 
or  by  agent,  be  must  have  seen  that  it  was 
traversed  by  an  alley.  Ritchman  v.  Mc- 
Carty, 5  Phila.  189. 

And  where  a  person  was  the  owner  of 
two  tracts  of  land,  across  the  first  of  which 
there  had  been  for  many  years  a  well  de- 
fined way  to  the  second,  which  was  not  ac- 
cessible in  any  other  manner,  and  subse- 
quently he  conveyed  the  first  without  any 
mention  of  the  right  of  way,  the  way  is  re- 
served by  implication.  Willey  v.  Tliwing, 
supra. 

So,  a  person  who  bought  land  with  a 
ditch  then  upon  it,  running  from  adjoining 
land  across  his  own,  who  knew  of  its  exist- 
ence, took  his  land  with  the  burden  upon 
it,  and  has  no  right  afterwards  to  stop  up 
the  ditch.  Fatneaud  v.  Claire,  32  III.  App. 
6S4. 

And  the  execution  of  a  mortgage  upon 
one  of  two  mining  claims  to  which  a  water 
ditch  is  an  appurtenance  creates  potentially 
a  severance  of  the  tenements  to  which  the 
ditch  is  appurtenant,  and  where  the  ditch 
crosses  the  mortgaged  claims  to  the  other 
mining  claim,  to  which  it  is  also  appurte- 
nant, and  which  is  not  included  in  the  mort- 
gage, an  easement  of  way  for  the  ditch  over 
the  mortgaged  claim  is  reserved  in  the 
mortgage  by  implication  of  law  in  favor  of 
the  other  mining  claim.  Dixon  v.  Scher- 
meier,  110  Cal.  582,  42  Pac.  1091. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


And  where  a  person  owned  a  lot  upon 
which  waa  a  tannery  situated  upon  a  stream 
running  through  it,  which  stream  had  been 
partially  polluted  by  the  tannery,  and  a  new 
and  enlarged  tannery  was  being  erected,  to 
the  knowledge  of  a  grantee  wlen  be  pur- 
chased part  of  the  land  through  which  the 
stream  polluted  by  the  tannery  ran,  the  ex- 
istence of  the  tannery  and  the  pollution  of 
the  stream  create  an  easement  over  tlie  land 
purchased  by  him  in  favor  of  the  dominant 
tenement  retained  by  the  owner  of  tlie  tan- 
nery, and  an  action  for  a  nuisance  will  not 
lie.    Lowenback  v.  Switzer,  1  Va.  Dec.  141. 

Not  is  an  easement  of  access  to  remaining 
property  of  a  grantor  relinquished  by  a  con- 
veyance of  a  portion  of  the  property  with 
general  covenants  of  warranty.  Powers  v. 
Heffernan,  233  111.  597,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
523,  122  Am.  St.  Rep.  199,  84  N.  E.  661. 

And  where  a  man  owns  two  tenements 
with  a  way  between  them  which  has  been 
dedicated  for  the  use  of  both,  and  enjoyed 
by  the  occupants  of  both,  and  a  judicial  sale 
of  both  subsequently  tajces  place,  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  one  over  which  the  way  is 
laid  out,  although  his  purchase  is  first  in 
point  of  time,  takes  subject  to  the  existing 
right  of  way,  and  cannot  deprive  a  subse- 
quent purchaser  of  the  adjoining  tenement 
of  the  use  of  the  way  which  was  intended 
for  both  and  was  appurtenant  to  both.  The 
Church  V.  'Vonneida,  6  Phila.  557. 

So,  a  purchaser  of  land  who  takes  it  with 
notice  of  an  existing  easement  cannot  avail 
himself  of  the  fact  that  his  grantor  was  a 
married  woman,  to  defeat  the  easement. 
Robinson  v.  Thrailkill,  110  Ind.  117,  10  N. 
E.   647. 

And  if  over  one  portion  of  a  farm  there 
is  a  visible,  traveled  way  which  is  reason- 
ably necessary  to  the  convenient  enjoyment 
of  another  portion  thereof,  and  the  o^vner 
conveys  that  portion  over  which  such  way 
lies,  and  in  the  deed  reserves  the  privilege  of 
a  pass  from  the  highway  past  the  house  to  a 
railroad  in  the  usual  place  of  crossing,  this 
is  not  a  reservation,  but  an  exception;  and 
the  way  retained  becomes  an  easement  over 
the  land  conveyed,  and  appurtenant  to  the 
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lota  from  Ehlert,  is  too  plain  to  admit  of 
serious  discussion.  In  fact  the  court  found 
"that  said  walk,  after  the  same  was  fully 
constructed,  was  visible  and  continuous,  ex- 
cept for  12  feet  at  the  east  end  of  the  de- 
fendants' land."  And,  furthermore,  respond- 
ent D.  A.  Nelson,  as  hereinbefore  stated, 
visited  the  avenue  and  examined  the  prop- 
erty, which  he  afterwards  purchased  for 
his  mother,  Mary  P.  Nelson.  True,  he  tes- 
tified that  he  did  not  remember  of  seeing  the 
cement  walk  at  all,  but  he  admitted  that  he 
"went  up  through  the  court"  (referring  to 
the  avenue)  and  "probably  saw  the  cement 
walk,"  and  that  "it  must  have  been  there." 
The  walk  being  obvious  and  permanent,  he 
and  his  mother  are  deemed  to  have  had  no- 
tice of  its  existence,  and  the  purpose  for 


which  it  was  being  used;  for  it  is  settled 
law  that,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  means  of 
knowledge  is  equivalent  to  knowledge.  Shirk 
V.  Carroll  County,  106  Ind.  673,  5  N.  E. 
705;  Robinson  v.  Thrailkill,  110  Ind.  117, 
10  N.  £.  647;  Ague  v.  Seitsinger,  85  Iowa, 
305,  52  N.  W.  228,  2  Jones,  Real  Prop,  in 
Conveyancing,  §§  1664,  1569;  Wade,  Notice, 
§  300;  21  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p. 
584 ;  Hamel  v.  Griffith,  49  How.  Pr.  305. 

The  most  important  question,  however,  in 
this  case,  is.  Did  the  easement  in  and  to  the 
cement  walk  pass  as  an  appurtenance  to  the 
lots  purchased  by  appellants?  This  ques- 
tion must  be  answered  in  the  a£9rmative ;  for 
it  is  a  well-recognized  rule  of  law  that,  on  a 
severance  of  an  estate  by  a  sale  of  a  part 
thereof,  all  easements  of  a  permanent  char- 


other  land,  and  with  the  latter  it  will  pass 
by  descent  or  by  conveyance.  Dee  v.  King, 
77  Vt.  230,  68  L.R.A.  860,  59  Atl.  839. 

And  where  lands  situated  below  the  level 
of  the  sea  were  previously  held  in  undivided 
shares  and  were  partitioned  by  deed  con- 
taining a  covenant  that  the  expense  of  keep- 
ing and  maintaining  the  sea  walls  belonging 
to  the  lands  thereby  divided  should  be  borne 
by  the  owners  thereof,  and  should  be  pay- 
able out  of  the  lands  by  an  acre-scot,  the 
gurehaaers  of  parts  of  the  lands  are  bound 
y  such  covenant  though  they  had  no  actual 
notice  of  it;  and  a  purchaser  may  be  held 
liable  to  contribute  to  the  repair  of  a  sea 
wall  along  a  sea  boundary  of  another  level, 
although  he  was  also  liable  to  contribute  to 
the  maintenance  of  sea  walls  along  the  boun- 
daries of  the  levels  in  which  his  lands  were 
situated.  Morland  v.  Cook,  L.  R.  6  Eq.  252. 
Many  of  the  cases,  however,  have  applied 
the  rule  that  a  grantor  cannot  derogate 
from  his  own  grant,  holding  that  under  it, 
if  the  owner  of  both  the  quasi  dominant  and 
the   quasi   servient   tenements   conveys   the 

3ua8i  servient  tenement,  retaining  the  quasi 
ominant  tenement,  no  easement  is  reserved 
by  implication  unless  it  is  strictly  necessary 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  property  retained. 
Walker  v.  Clifford,  128  Ala.  67,  86  Am.  St. 
Rep.  74,  29  So.  588;  Covell  v.  Bright,  157 
Mich.  419.  122  N.  VV.  101;  Toothe  v.  Brvee, 
50  N.  J.  Eq.  589,  25  Atl.  182;  Shoemaker 
v.  Shoemaker,  11  Abb.  N.  C.  80;  Outer- 
bridge  V.  Phelps,  13  Jones  &  S.  555,  13  Abb. 
X.  C.  117;  Meredith  v.  Frank,  56  Ohio  St. 
479,  47  N.  E.  656 ;  Wheeldon  v.  Burrows,  L. 
R.  12  Ch.  Div.  31. 

And  the  easement  must  have  been  a  con- 
tinuous one.  Walker  v.  Clifford;  Covell  v. 
Bright;  and  Shoemaker  v.  Shoemaker, — su- 
pra. 

And  it  must  have  been  apparent, — an  ap- 
parent sign  of  servitude  must  have  existed 
on  the  part  of  the  tenement  or  portion  sold 
in  favor  of  the  property  retained.  Outer- 
bridge  V.  Phelps  and  Covell  v.  Bright,  supra. 
The  law  win  imply  an  easement  in  favor 
of  a  grantee  more  readily  than  it  will  in 
favor  of  a  grantor,  since  a  grantor  cannot 
derogate  from  his  own  grant,  while  a  gran- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


tee  may  take  the  language  of  a  deed  most 
strongly  in  his  favor.  Wilson  v.  Riggs,  27 
App.  D.  C.  560. 

And  if  a  grantor  selling  a  part  of  a  tene- 
ment intends  to  reserve  any  rights  over  the 
tenement  g^ranted,  it  is  his  duty  to  reserve 
them  expressly  in  the  grant.  Brown  v. 
Alabaster,  L.  R.  37  Ch.  Div.  400;  Crossley 
V.  Lightowler,  L.  R.  2  Ch.  478;  Sloat  v. 
McDougall,  30  N.  Y.  8.  R.  912,  9  N.  Y. 
Supp.   631. 

And  it  has  been  held  that  a  grantor  can- 
not claim  rights  over  property  absolutely 
granted,  even  though  such  rights  were,  at 
the  time  of  the  grant,  continuous  and  ap- 
parent easements  enjoyed  in  respect  to  an 
adjoining  tenement  which  remains  the  prop- 
erty of  the  grantor.  Suflield  v.  Brown,  4 
De  G.  J.  &  S.  186. 

In  the  above  case  it  was  said  of  Pyer  v. 
Carter,  1  Hurlst.  &  N.  916,  infra,  VII.,  that 
the  court  could  not  look  upon  it  as  rightly 
decided,  and  must  wholly  refuse  to  accept  it 
as  any  authority. 

Nor,  if  a  quasi  servient  tenement  is  first 
conveyed  without  expressly  providing  f-^r 
the  continuance  of  an  easement,  is  there 
any  implied  reservation  for  the  benefit  of 
the  land  retained  by  the  vendor  except  of 
eftfements  of  necessity,  and  no  distinction 
is  to  be  made  for  this  purpose  between  ease- 
ments which  are  apparent  and  those  which 
are  nonapparent.  Attrill  v.  Piatt,  10  Can. 
S.  C.  426. 

And  the  conveyance  of  a  building  lot  by 
a  railway  company,  with  special  covenants  of 
title,  does  not  retain  an  implied  reservation 
of  the  right  to  flood  the  lot  in  case  of  fresh- 
ets, though  the  embankment  causing  tho 
overflow  was  in  existence  prior  to  such  con- 
veyance. Sellers  v.  Texas  C.  R.  Co.  81  Tex. 
458,  13  L.R.A.  657,  17  S.  W.  32. 

So,  a  person  who  purchases  a  lot  subject 
to  a  servitude  in  favor  of  an  adjoining  lot, 
in  ignorance  of  the  servitude,  takes  it  free 
therefrom,  if  it  was  such  as  to  render  it 
probable  that  the  purchaser  would  not  have 
purchased  had  he  known  of  the  existence  of 
the  servitude.  Durel  v.  Boisblanc,  1  La. 
Ann.  407. 

And  where  an  owner  of  five  adjoining  lots 
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Bcter,  that  have  been  created  in  favor  of  the 
land  sold,  and  which  are  open  and  plain  to 
be  seen,  and  are  reasonably  necessary  for  its 
use  and  convenient  enjoyment,  unless  ex> 
pressly  reserved  by  the  grantors,  pass  as  ap- 
purtenances to  the  land.  2  Jones.  Real  Prop, 
in  Conveyancing,  1640;  14  Cyc.  Law  A  Proc. 
pp.  1184,  1185;  10  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
p.  419;  Washb.  Easements  &  Servitudes,  9. 
This  doctrine  is  tersely,  and,  as  we  think, 
correctly,  stated  in  the  case  of  Phillips  v. 
Phillips,  48  Pa.  178,  8G  Am.  Dec.  577. 
In  the  syllabus  of  the  opinion  it  is  said: 
"Servitudes,  adopted  by  the  owner  of  land, 
which  are  plainly  visible  or  notorious,  and 
from  the  character  of  which  it  may  fairly 
be  presumed  that  he  intended  their  preserva- 
tion a3  necessary  to  the  convenient  enjoy- 


ment of  his  property,  become,  when  the 
lands  are  divided  and  pass  into  other  hands, 
perniaiient  appurtenances  thereto,  and  nei- 
ther the  owner  of  the  dominant  or  servient 
portions  of  the  land  has  power  adversely 
to  interfere  with  their  proper  use  and 
enjoyment."  Likewise,  in  14  Cyc.  Law  & 
Proc.  p.  1100,  under  the  headnotes,  "Sev- 
erance and  Partition,"  it  is  said:  "An  ease- 
ment is  not  extinguished  by  a  division  of 
the  estate  to  which  it  is  appurtenant,  but 
the  owner  or  assignee  of  any  portion  of  that 
estate  may  claim  the  right,  so  far  as  it  is 
applicable  to  his  part  of  the  property,  pro- 
vided the  right  can  be  enjoyed,  as  to  the 
separate  parcels,  without  any  additional 
burden  upon  the  servient  estate;  according- 
ly a  right  of  way  which  is  appurtenant  to 


of  land  constructed  a  drain  beneath  the  sur- 
face, commencing  on  one  lot  and  extending 
across  the  rear  of  three  others,  and  thence 
in  anoMier  direction  through  the  fifth  lot, 
and  afterwards  conveyed  one  of  the  lots 
through  which  the  drain  passed,  the  deed 
providing  that  the  purchaser  was  to  have 
the  use  of  the  drain  in  the  rear  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  was  to  contribute  proportionally 
to  the  expense  of  keeping  the  drain  in  re- 
pair, but  the  drain  was  underground,  and 
not  open  and  visible,  the  execution  and  de- 
livery of  the  deed  cut  off  and  excluded  the 
owner  of  the  other  lots  from  the  right  of 
draining  them  across  the  lot  sold,  and  he 
could  not  thereafter  convey  any  right  to  do 
so  to  purchasers  of  the  other  lots.  Mun- 
sion  V.   Rcid,  46  Hun,  390. 

And  where  an  owner  of  land  having  mills 
upon  it  and  a  milldam,  sells  the  land  flowed 
by  the  milldam,  and  retains  the  mills  and 
dam  without  reserving  the  right  to  flow,  the 
right  is  not  reserved  by  implication,  and 
is  not  protected  from  the  payment  of  dam- 
ages.   Preble  v.  Reed,  17  Me.  169. 

III.  Requtaitea. 
a.  Enumeration. 

Three  things  are  essential  to  the  creation 
of  an  easement  by  severance  of  a  tenement: 
First,  unity  and  a  separation  of  the  title; 
second,  that  before  the  separation  takes 
place,  the  use  which  gives  rise  to  the  ease- 
ment shall  have  been  so  long  continued  and 
so  obvious  as  to  show  that  it  was  meant  to 
be  permanent;  and  third,  that  the  easement 
shall  be  necessary  to  the  beneficial  enjoy- 
ment of  the  land  granted  or  retained. 
Kelly  v.  Dunning,  43  N.  J.  Eq.  62  10  Atl. 
276. 

And  a  fourth  retguisite  to  the  existence  of 
easements,  that  they  shall  be  continuous 
and  self-acting,  as  distinguished  from  dis- 
continuous and  used  only  from  time  to  time, 
when  there  is  occasion,  seems  to  be  general- 
ly required.  Boon  v.  Adney,  102  Law 
Times,  418;  Watts  v.  Kelson,  L.  R.  6  Ch. 
166;  Cleris  v.  Tieman,  15  La.  Ann.  316; 
Denton  v.  Leddell,  23  N.  J.  Eq.  64;  Kellv 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


V.  Dunning,  supra;  Fetters  v.  Humphreys,  18 
N.  J.  Eq.  260;  Longendyke  v.  Anderson, 
101  N.  Y.  625,  4  N.  E.  629;  Overdeer  v.  Up- 
degraflT,  69  Pa.  110;  Harris  ▼.  Smith,  40  U. 
C.  Q.  B.  33;  Ruetsch  v.  Spry,  14  Ont  h. 
Rep.  233. 

Nothing  will  pass  as  an  easement  to  a 
dominant  estate,  although  it  may  have  been 
used  with  it,  unless  a  right  thus  to  use  it 
has  become  consummate  and  thereby  made 
appurtenant  to  the  granted  premises,  or  un- 
less it  is  expressly  mentioned  in  the  deed 
conveying  the  same  as  an  easement  intend- 
ed to  be  conveyed  thereby.  Ward  v.  Far- 
well,  6  Colo.  66. 

An  easement  not  arising  from  express 
grant  must  arise  through  implication,  if  at 
all,  and  the  sale  must  have  been  made  under 
such  circumstances  that  it  will  be  implied 
therefrom  that  the  easement  would  arise. 
McPherson  v.  Acker,  MacArtb.  &  M.  ISO,  48 
Am.  Rep.  749. 

By  grant  or  reservation  by  implication  of 
law  are  meant  such  as  the  law  implies  from 
the  circumstances,  and  which  are  not  found 
by  construction  in  the  contract.  Adams  v. 
Marshall,  138  Mass.  228,  52  Am.  Rep.  271. 

And  where  it  appears  by  a  fair  interpre- 
tation of  the  words  of  a  grant  in  connec- 
tion with  surrounding  circumstances  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  create 
or  reserve  a  right  in  the  nature  of  an 
easement  in  the  property  granted,  for  the 
benefit  of  other  land  of  the  grantor,  orig- 
inally forming,  with  the  land  conveyed,  one 
parcel,  such  right  will  be  deemed  appurte- 
nant to  the  land  of  the  grantor,  and  bind- 
ing on  that  conveyed,  and  the  right  and  the 
burden  thus  created  will  pass  to  and  be 
binding  on  all  subsequent  grantees  of  the 
respective  parcels  of  land.  Winston  v.  John- 
son, 42  Minn.  398,  45  K.  W.  958. 

A  conveyance  of  land,  though  transferring 
whatever  is  properly  and  lawfully  appurte- 
nant to  the  subject  of  the  grant,  does  not 
convey  an  easement  which  has  no  lawful  or 
valid  existence  as  such,  although  it  may 
seem  to  appear  as  matter  of  fact  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  land.  Green  t.  Collins,  86  N. 
y.  246,  40  Am.  Rep.  531. 
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an  estate  is  appurtenant  to  every  part  of  it,  I 
no  matter  into  how  many  parts  it  may  be 
subdivided;  and  it  inures  to  the  benefit  of 
the  owners  of  all  subdivisions  so  situated 
that  it  can  be  used."  This  rule  was  recog- 
nized by  this  court  in  the  case  of  Fayter  v. 
North,  30  Utah,  156,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  410, 
83  Pac.  742.  While  Mr.  Justice  Straup  dis- 
sented from  the  result  arrived  at  in  the  case 
by  the  majority  of  the  court,  he  neverthe- 
less approved  of  the  general  doctrine  herein 
announced.  In  the  course  of  his  dissenting 
opinion  he  says,  when  a  "permanent  and  ob- 
vious servitude  is  imposed  on  one  part  of 
an  estate  in  favor  of  another,  which,  at  the 
time  of  the  severance,  is  in  use,  and  is  rea- 
sonably necessary  for  the  fair  enjoyment  of 
the  other,  then,  upon  a  severance  of  such 


ownership  by  voluntary  alienation,  there 
arises,  by  implication  of  law,  a  grant  of  the 
right  to  Continue  such  use.  In  such  case 
the  law  implies  that  with  the  grant  of  the 
one  an  easement  is  also  granted  or  reserved, 
as  the  case  may  be,  in  the  other,  subjecting 
it  to  the  burden  of  all  such  visible  uses  and 
incidents  as  are  reasonably  necessary  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  dominant  heritage,  in  sub- 
stantially the  same  condition  in  which  it 
appeared  and  was  used  when  the  grant  was 
made."  The  following  are  a  few  of  the 
many  cases  which  support  this  doctrine: 
Currier  v.  Howes,  103  Cal.  431,  37  Pac.  621 ; 
Seymour  v.  Lewis,  13  N.  J.  Eq.  439,  78  Am. 
Dec.  108;  Ellis  v.  Bassett,  128  Ind.  118,  25 
Am.  St.  Rep.  421,  27  N.  E.  344;  Janes  v. 
Jenkins,  34  Md.  1,  6  Am.  Rep.  300;  But- 


b.  Unit]/  and  severance. 

A  way  of  necessity  or  other  easement  de- 
rives its  origin  from  a  grant,  and  cannot 
legally  exist  where  neither  the  party  claim- 
ing the  way  nor  the  owner  of  the  land 
over  which  it  is  claimed,  nor  anyone  under 
whom  they  or  either  of  them  claim,  was 
ever  seised  of  both  tracts  of  land.  Stewart 
V.  Hartman,  46  Ind.  331 ;  Trump  v.  McDon- 
nell, 120  Ala.  200,  24  So.  363;  Woodworth 
V.  Raymond,  51  Conn.  70. 

And  a  way  by  necessity  to  land  which  is 
entirely  surrounded  by  land  of  another  own- 
er is  founded  on  an  implied  grant,  and  does 
not  exist  unless  there  has  te^n  a  unity  of 
ownership  and  a  severance.  Ellis  v.  Blue 
Mountain  Forest  Asao.  69  N.  H.  385,  42 
L.R.A.  670,  41  Atl.  856. 

Unity  of  possession  at  some  former  time 
is  of  the  foundation  of  the  right.  Tracv 
v.  Atherton,  35  Vt.  62,  82  Am.  Dec.  621; 
Hazlett  V.  Powell,  30  Pa.  293. 

And  the  unity  of  title  must  have  existed 
at  the  time  of  the  sale;  and  the  fact  that 
both  lots  were  sold  by  one  person  is  not 
sufficient,  where  he  acted  as  an  agent  or  rep- 
resentative, and  the  actual  ownership  of  the 
two  lots  was  not  in  the  same  person.  Cherry 
T.  Stein,  11  Md.  1. 

Continuous  servitudes  can  be  considered 
as  established  only  by  the  disposition  which 
an  owner  has  made  of  one  part  of  his  prop- 
erty in  favor  of  another.  Durel  v.  Bois- 
blanc,  1  La.  Ann.  407. 

So,  the  rule  that  when  the  owner  of  two 
tenements  has  created  an  open,  notorious, 
and  visible  easement  in  favor  of  one  against 
the  other,  and  sells  the  dominant  tenement 
and  retains  the  servient,  the  purchaser  of 
the  dominant  is  entitled  to  insist  upon  that 
easement,  necessarily  involves  the  proposi- 
tion that  the  man  creating  the  easement  is 
the  absolute  owner  of  both  lots,  and  does 
not  apply  in  a  case  in  which  he  was  the 
absolute  owner  of  the  dominant  tenement 
only,  and  owned  only  a  half  interest  in  the 
servient  tenement.  Parley  v.  Howard,  60 
App.  Div.  193,  70  N.  Y.  Supp.  51,  affirming 
33  Misc.  67,  68  N.  Y.  Supp.  159,  and  af- 
firmed in  172  N.  Y.  628,  65  N.  E.  1116. 
2rt  L.R.A.fN.S.l 


And  a  grantee  of  land  does  not  acquire  as 
appurtenances  easements  in  adjacent  land 
which,  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  to  the 
knowledge  of  all  the  parties,  belonged  to  a 
third  party,  and  which  the  grantor  had. 
no  power  to  convey,  and  the  fact  that  such 
adjacent  land  is  thereafter  acquired  by  the 
grantor  does  not  render  him  liable  to  the 
owner  of  the  dominant  tenement  for  the 
subsequent  destruction  of  appliances  upon 
such  adjacent  land,  in  use  at  the' time  of 
the  grant,  for  the  purposes  of  the  easement. 
Sjwnccr  v.  Kilmer,  161  N.  Y.  390,  45  N.  E. 
805. 

So,  to  create  a  way  of  necessity,  the  rela- 
tion of  grantor  and  grantee  must  have  ex- 
isted between  the  parties  or  persons  in  their 
lines  of  title;  the  mere^act  that  all  of  the 
land  was  originally  part  of  the  public  do- 
main, and  hence  owned  by  a  common  grant- 
or, is  not  sufficient.  Bully  Hill  .Copper 
Min.  &  Smelting  Co.  v.  Bruson,  4  Cal.  App. 
180,  87  Pac.  237. 

Nor  can  a  right  of  way  exist  by  necessity 
in  any  case  in  favor  of  the  state's  grantee 
•  if  lands  over  adjoining  vacant  lands  held 
bv  the  state.  Pearne  v.  Coal  Creek  Min. 
&  Mfg.  Co.  90  Tenn.  619,  18  S.  W.  402. 

And  where  two  tenants  hold  under  the 
Bsnie  landlord,  and  one  tenant  has  acquired 
a  light  of  way  against  the  other,  and  the 
landlord  sells  both  tenements  under  a  gen- 
eral condition  that  they  are  sold  subject  to 
and  with  the  benefit  of  all  subsisting  rights 
of  way,  the  purchaser  of  the  first  tenement 
takes  no  right  of  way  as  against  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  other.  Daniel  v.  Anderson,  8 
Jur.  N.  8.  328. 

And  where  two  persons  were  tenants  of 
adjoining  premises  under  the  same  landlord, 
and  one  had  a  well  upon  his  premises  from 
which  the  other's  premises  were  supplied 
with  water  by  means  of  a  pipe,  and  both 
premises,  with  others,  were  put  up  for 
sale  by  auction  in  lots,  one  of  the  conditions 
being  that  each  lot  was  subject  to  all  the 
rights  of  way  and  water  and  other  ease- 
ments, if  any,  subsisting  thereon,  and  both 
the  tenants  purchased  the  lots  of  which  they 
had  been  tenants,  the  purchaser  of  the  sec- 
ond lot  acquired  no  easement  in  the  con- 
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terworth  v.  Crawford,  46  N.  Y.  349,  7  Am. 
Rep.  352;  Lampman  v.  Milks,  21  N.  Y.  505; 
Randall  v.  Silverthorn,  4  Pa.  173;  Overdeer 
V.  Updegraff,  69  Pa.  110;  Newell  v.  Sass, 
142  111.  104,  31  N.  E.  176. 

Counsel  for  respondents  have  not  filed  a 
brief,  neither  did  they  argue  the  case  orally 
in  this  court;  therefore  we  t^re  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  their  views  respecting  the 
merits  of  the  case  and  the  questions  of  law 
involved.  We  think,  however,  it  is  evident, 
from  the  findings  of  fact  and  the  conclusions 
of  law  made  by  the  court,  and  the  judgment 
entered  thereon,  that  the  trial  court  proceed- 
ed on  the  theory  that,  as  the  20-foot  right 
of  way  was  mentioned  and  described  in  the 
agreements  referred  to,  and  no  direct  or 
special  reference  made  therein  to  the  cement 
walk,  only  the  20-foot  right  of  way  passed 
as  an  appurtenant  to  the  lots  purchased  by 
appellants. 

Ehlert,  by  entering  into  the  agreements 
mentioned,  covenanted  to  deed  the  lots  there- 
in mentioned  "with  all  and  singular  im- 
provements, buildings,  and  appurtenances 
thereto  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertain- 
ing .  .  .  together  with  a  perpetual  right 
of  way  over  the  following  tract  of  land." 
Then  follows  a  description  of  the  right  of 
way,  20  feet  in  width,  commencing  at  Third 
East  street,  and  running  the  entire  length  of 


the  avenue.'  It  will  thus  be  observed  that 
there  are  two  separate  and  distinct  cove- 
nants contained  in  the  agreements,  one  of 
which  is  to  convey  the  lots  with  all  the  im- 
provements and  the  appurtenances  thereunto 
belonging,  and  the  other  is  to  grant  a  per- 
petual right  of  way,  20  feet  in  width, 
through  the  avenue.  Neither  covenant  in 
any  sense  limits  or  restricts  the  other. 
While  it  may  be  said  that,  under  the  facts 
and  circumstances  of  this  case,  an  easement 
in  the  20-foot  right  of  way,  even  if  it  had 
not  been  specially  mentioned  in  the  agree- 
ments, would  have  passed  as  an  appurte- 
nant to  the  lots,  yet  it  does  not  follow,  as  a 
legal  proposition,  that  because  Ehlert  specif- 
ically expressed  it  in  the  contract,  he  there- 
by intended  to  and  did  reserve  to  himself 
all  other  appurtenances  of  like  character. 

The  judgment  is  reversed,  and  the  cause 
remanded,  with  directions  to  the  trial  court 
to  set  aside  the  findings  and  conclusions 
herein,  and  to  make  findings  and  conclu- 
sions in  favor  of  plaintiffs,  in  accordance 
with  the  views  herein  expressed,  and  enter 
judgment  thereon  as  prayed  for  in  plain- 
tiffs' complaint;  plaintiffs  to  recover  their 
costs. 

Straup  and  Frlck,  JJ.,  concur. 


tinued  use  of  the  water  from  the  first  lot, 
inasmuch  as  the  tenant  of  the  second  lot 
had  no  easement  of  right  of  water,  but 
merely  a  license  from  his  landlord  during 
his  tenancy.  Russell  v.  Harford,  L.  R.  2 
Eq.  507. 

And  if  a  grantor  of  two  pieces  of  land, 
in  his  conveyance  of  the  first,  reserves  to 
himself  the  right  to  draw  water  from  a  well 
situated  on  it,  this  right,  though  enjoyed  by 
him  in  his  occupation  of  the  second  piece, 
does  not  pass  by  his  subsequent  conveyance 
of  that  piece.  Wentworth  v.  Philpot,  60  N. 
H.  193. 

So,  where  the  members  of  a  tribe  of  In- 
dians owned  as  joint  tenants  a  certain  farm, 
and  some  of  them  owned  in  severalty  sever- 
al adjoining  lands  which  they  conveyed, 
such  conveyance  cannot  create  a  way  of 
necessity  in  favor  of  the  grantees  over  the 
farm.  Woodworth  v.  Raymond,  61  Conn. 
70. 

And  a  tenant  in  common  cannot  grant 
an  easement  so  as  to  confer  a  right  which 
can  be  enforced  against  the  other  tenants. 
Palmer  v.  Palmer,  150  N.  Y.  139,  66  Am. 
St.  Rep.  653,  44  N.  E.  966. 

But  while  one  joint  tenant  cannot  create 
an  easement  or  servitude  upon  the  common 
estate,  injurious  to  the  interests  of  his  co- 
tenant,  if  the  cotenant  does  not  object,  no 
one  else  can.  Lowenback  v.  Switzer,  1  Va. 
Dec.  141. 

Nor  is  the  owner  of  lands  over  which  a 
private  road  has  been  used  estopped  to  as- 
sert his  right  to  close  up  such  road  by  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


fact  that  another  person,  from  whom  he 
does  not  derive  title  .to  the  lands  over 
which  the  road  runs,  exchanged  other  lands 
with  the  grantor  of  the  person  asserting 
the  right  to  use  the  road,  and  that  tbe 
lands  BO  exchanged  now  constitute  a  part 
of  the  premises  owned  by  the  party  ot>- 
structing  the  road,  particularly  where  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  exchange  of  land 
bore  any  relation  to  the  road,  or  was  af- 
fected in  any  way  by  the  fact  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  exchange,  the  road  was  being 
used  by  the  grantor  of  the  person  assert- 
ing the  right  to  use  the  road.  Trump  v.  Mc- 
Donnell, 120  Ala.  200,  24  So.  353. 

But  although  a  man  can  have  no  ease- 
ment in  his  own  land,  yet,  by  the  mere  sev- 
erance of  his  title,  he  may  create  such  an 
easement,  the  test  whether  such  easement 
is  created  being  whether  it  is  essential  to  the 
beneficial  enjoyment  of  the  land  conveyed. 
Brakely  v.  Sharp,  10  N.  J.  Eq.  206,  revers- 
ing 9  N.  J.  Eq.  9. 

The  rule  that  a  grantee  of  land  is  en- 
titled to  a  way  of  necessity  over  the  land 
of  his  grantor  is  applicable  where,  instead 
of  a  formal  transfer,  there  was  an  equitable 
grant  of  the  title  of  the  right  of  possession. 
Simmons  v.  bines,  4  Abb.  App.  Dec.  246. 

o.  Apparent  and  obvious. 

Easements  which  are  not  apparent  and 
obvious  and  visible  do  not  pass  on  the  sever- 
ance of  two  or  more  tenements,  as  appur- 
tenant, unless  the  grantor  uses  language  in 
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V. 

WILLIAM  T.  WALLACE  et  al.,  Apptfc 
(219  Pa.  467,  68  Atl.  1021.) 

Slasement  —  division  of  tract. 

That  a  road  over  one  portion  of  a  tract 
of  land  for  the  benefit  of  another  portion 
Tras  intended  by  the  owner  to  be  only  tem- 
porary will  not  prevent  a  right  to  its  per- 
manent use  from  passing  with  the  grant  of 
the  latter  portion,  where,  at  the  time  of  the 
grant,  it  was  apparent,  with  nothing  to  in- 
dicate that  it  was  not  intended  to  be  per- 
manent. 

(January  6,  1908.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  decree  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  No.  2  for 
Allegheny  County,  sitting  in  equity  in  a 
suit  brought  to  enjoin  interference  with  an 
easement.    AiSrmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Wlahart  &  Dickie,  for  appel- 
lants: 

A  servitude  will  not  arise  from  a  mere 
temporary  convenience  adopted  by  the  own- 
er in  the  enjoyment  of  his  land. 

Phillips  V.  Phillips,  48  Pa.  178,  86  Am. 


Dec.  577,  Francies's  Appeal,  96  Pa.  200; 
Adams's  Appeal,  7  W.  N.  C.  86. 

That  it  may  become  a  servitude,  the  qual- 
ity or  fact  impressed  upon  the  land  by  the 
owner  of  the  whole  must  be  of  a  permanent 
nature,  notorious  and  plainly  visible,  and 
such  that,  from  its  character,  it  may  be 
fairly  presumed  that  the  owner  of  the  whole 
was  desirous  of  and  intended  its  preserva- 
tion permanently  as  a  servitude. 

Phillips  V.  Phillips,  supra;  Overdeer  v. 
Updegraff,  69  Pa.  110;  Cannon  v.  Boyd,  73 
Pa.  179;  Building  Asso.  v.  Getty,  11  Phila. 
305;  Francies's  Appeal,  supra;  Zell  v.  First 
Universalist  Soc.  119  Pa.  390,  4  Am.  St. 
Rep.  654,  13  Atl.  447;  (3eible  v.  Smith,  146 
Pa.  276,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  796,  23  Atl.  437; 
Grace  M.  E.  Church  v.  Dobbins,  153  Pa.  294, 
34  Am.  St.  Rep.  706,  25  Atl.  1120;  Manbeck 
V.  Jones,  190  Pa.  171,  42  Atl.  536. 

Messrs.  Reed,  Smith,  Shaw,  &  Beat, 
Thomas  S.  Schultz,  and  David  A.  Reed, 
for  appellee: 

Upon  the  severance  of  the  properties  the 
road  became  a  permanent  easement. 

Seibert  v.  Levan,  8  Pa.  383,  49  Am.  Dec. 
525;  Kieffer  v.  Imhoff,  26  Pa,  438;  McCarty 
V.  Kitehenman,  47  Pa.  239,  86  Am.  Dec.  538; 
Overdeer  v.  Updegraff,  69  Pa.  110;  Cannon 
V.  Boyd,  73  Pa.  179;  Zell  v.  First  Universal- 
ist Soc.  119  Pa.  390,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  654,  13 


the  conveyance  suflScient  to  create  the  ease- 
ment de  novo.  Fetters  v.  Himiphreys,  19 
N.  J.  Eq.  471;  Edwards  v.  Heager,  180  III 
99,  54  N.  E.  176;  Weidekin  v.  Snelson,  17 
111.  App.  461 ;  Simmons  v.  Cloonan,  81  N.  Y. 
557 ;  Butterworth  v.  Crawford  46  N.  Y.  349, 
7  Am.  Rep.  352;  Munsion  v.  Reid,  46  Hun, 
399;  Reiners  v.  Young,  109  N.  Y.  648,  16  N. 
£.  368;  Henry  v.  Dunlap,  21  Lane.  L.  Rev. 
289;  Evans  v.  Dana,  7  R.  I.  306;  Providence 
Tool  Co.  V.  Corliss  Steam  Engine  Co.  9  R.  I. 
564;  Sellers  v.  Texas  C.  R.  Co.  81  Tex.  458, 
13  L.R.A.  657,  17  S.  W.  32;  Scott  v.  Beutel, 
23  Gratt.  1 ;  Knock  v.  Knock,  27  Can.  S.  C. 
664,  reversing  29  N.  S.  267 ;  Boon  v.  Adney, 
102  Law  Times,  418;  Glave  v.  Harding,  3 
Hurlst.  &  N.  937;  Union  Lighterage  Co.  v. 
London  Graving  Dock  Co.  [1902]  2  Ch. 
667;  Suffield  v.  Brown,  4  DeG.  J.  &  S.  185. 

A  privilege  or  servitude  annexed  to  prop- 
erty in  favor  of  an  adjoining  property  must 
be  palpable  and  manifest,  and  notoriously 
permanent  in  its  nature.  Adams's  Appeal, 
7  W.  N.  C.  86. 

A  mere  intention  to  create  a  servitude 
for  one's  different  estates  will  not  suffice, 
nor  will  it  suffice  that  the  servitude  was 
partially  established;  it  must  have  been 
perfected  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  useful 
to  the  adjacent  lot.  Gottschalk  v.  DeSantos, 
12  La.  Ann.  473. 

To  affect  a  purchaser  of  property  with 
notice  of  an  easement  in  favor  of  an  ad- 
joining owner,  the  easement  must  be  obvi- 
ous and  apparent  to  any  observer;  an  ap- 
parent sign  of  servitude  must  exist  on  the 
M  LJLA.(N.S.) 


premises  purchased  in  tyior  of  the  adjoin- 
ing owner,  or  the  marks  of  the  burden  must 
be  open  and  visible.  Ingals  v.  Plamondon, 
75  III.  118;  Edwards  v.  Heager,  supra. 

Easements,  to  pass  by  implication,  must 
be  apparent  and  designed  to  be  permanent, 
and  without  which  the  enjoyment  of  the 
several  parts  could  not  be  fully  had;  and 
the  arrangements  and  the  dispositions  must 
be  permanent  and  manifest.  Francies's  Ap- 
peal, 96  Pa.  200.      . 

When  the  owner  of  an  entire  estate  sells 
a  portion,  the  fact  that  the  premises  re- 
tained by  the  grantor  are  a  servient  tene- 
ment, charged  with  an  easement,  such  ease- 
ment, not  having  been  granted  in  the  deed, 
should  be  patent  as  a  feature  of  the  land 
which  directs  the  attention  to  its  existence 
upon  such  examination  as  would  ordinarily 
be  given.  Reiners  v.  Young,  109  N.  Y.  648, 
16  N.  Y.  S.  R.  277,  16  N.  E.  388,  reversing 
38  Hun,  335. 

In  order  to  furnish  constructive  notice  of 
the  existence  of  a  servitude  in  lands,  there 
should  be  such  a  connection  between  the 
use  and  the  thing  used  as  to  su^^st  to  a 
purchaser  that  one  estate  is  servient  to  the 
other;  the  servitude  must  be  open,  appar- 
ent, and  visible,  so  as  to  raise  the  presump- 
tion of  notice,  or  the  purchaser  will  not  be 
bound  in  the  absence  of  actual  notice.  Job- 
ling  V.  Tuttle,  75  Kan.  351,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
960,  89  Pac.  699. 

And  an  easement  which  is  not  apparent, 
of  which  the  grantor  has  not  made  use,  and 
of  which  he  nas  no  information,  does  not 
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Atl.  447;  Geible  v.  Smith,  146  Pa.  276,  28 
Am.  St.  Rep.  706,  23  Atl.  437;  Grace  M.  E. 
Church  V.  Dobbins,  163  Pa.  294,  34  Am.  St. 
Rep.  706,  25  Atl.  1120;  Ormsby  v.  Pinkerton, 
159  Pa.  458,  28  Atl.  300;  Manbeck  v.  Jones, 
190  Pa.  171,  42  Atl.  536;  Washb.  Easements, 
4th  ed.  ••  33-61;  Copie's  Case,  Year  Book 
11  Hen.  VII.  26;  Ewart  v.  Cochrane,  1  Pat- 
erson,  Sc.  App.  Cas.  1010,  10  Eng.  Rul.  Cas. 
60. 

Mitchell,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  legal  principle  governing  this  case  is 
thus  expressed  in  Grace  M.  E.  Church  y. 
Dobbins,  153  Pa.  294,  34  Am.  St.  Rep.  706, 
25  Atl.  1120:  "Where  an  owner  of  land  sub- 
jects part  of  it  to  an  open,  visible,  perma- 


nent, and  continuous  service  or  easement  in 
favor  of  another  part,  and  then  aliens  either, 
the  purchaser  takes  subject  to  the  burden  or 
the  benefit,  as  the  case  may  be."  See  also, 
Manbeck  v.  Jones,  190  Pa.  171,  42  Atl.  536. 
The  facts  are  not  in  material  dispute.  In 
1890,  Wallace,  one  of  appellants,  became  the 
owner  of  a  large  lot  of  ground  in  the  Twen- 
tieth ward  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg.  It  was 
bounded  by  three  streets  and  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad,  but,  being  hilly  and  uneven, 
access  to  parts  of  it  was  difficult  or  very  in- 
convenient. Wallace  began  to  grade  it,  and 
in  the  course  of  so  doing  roads  were  worn 
here  and  there  over  the  property  by  the 
hauling  incident  to  grading;  the  principal 
road  so  worn  or  constructed  being  in  sub- 
stantially the  same  position  as  that  over 


eiss  by  implication.  Hyde  Park  Thomson- 
ouston  Light  Co.  v.  Brown,  172  111.  329, 
60  N.  E.  127,  afHrming  69  111.  App.  682. 

Thus,  where  there  is  a  mere  temporary 
arrangement  for  the  convenience  of  tenants, 
a  sheriff's  vendee  of  a  part  of  the  property 
will  take  it  freed  from  the  burden  of  such 
arrangement.     Adams's  Appeal,  supra. 

And  if,  at  the  time  of  severance,  the  prem- 
ises are  unfinished  and  the  buildings  are  in 
a  skeleton  state,  so  that,  though  there  are 
openings  left  in  the  wall,  it  is  uncertain  for 
what  purpose  they  are  intended,  whether  as 
doors  or  windows,  and  if  as  doors,  then  in 
what  direction  and  to  what  extent  the  ways 
thereto  are  designed  to  be  used,  there  will 
be  no  such  implied  grants,  the  easements 
not  being  apparent  and  continuous.  Glave 
V.  Harding,  supra. 

So,  where  two  adjoining  estates  are  owned 
by  the  same  person,  and  a  drain  passes 
through  the  lower  one  for  the  benefit  of  the 
upper  one,  and  the  ownership  is  severed,  the 
continuance  of  the  drain  after  the  severance, 
where  its  use  is  not  open  or  visible  or  known 
to  the  owner  of  the  lower  estate,  does  not 
create  an  easement  in  the  drain.  Carbrey 
T.  Willis,  7  Allen,  364,  83  Am.  Dec.  688. 

And  where  one  of  two  adjoining  lots 
owned  by  the  same  parties  was  sold  at  auc- 
tion under  decree  of  the  court,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  sale  nothing  was  said  of  an 
easement  running  with  the  unsold  lot, 
through  the  one  sold,  for  carrying  the  water 
from  the  former  to  a  culvert  in  the  street, 
and  the  easement  was  not  to  be  seen  on  the 
lot  sold,  and  was  not  known  to  the  pur- 
chaser, the  purchaser  is  entitled  to  the  lot 
free  of  the  easement.  Scott  t.  Beutel,  su- 
pra. 

And  where  a  party  purchased  a  lot  of 
ground  upon  which  there  was  no  apparent 
drainage  from  an  adjacent  lot,  he  cannot  be 
relieved  from  the  purchase  for  the  reason  that 
a  drain  did  in  fact  run  underground  from 
an  adjacent  lot,  when  the  owner  of  the  ad- 
jacent lot  had  not  the  legal  right  to  main- 
tain the  drain,  since,  when  he  purchased 
the  property,  the  drain  was  not  visible,  and 
was  not  necessary  for  the  reasonable  use 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


of  the  adjacent  lot.    Biddiaon  v.  Aaron,  102 
Md.  156,  62  Atl.  523. 

So,  where  the  owner  of  two  lots  of  land, 
one  of  which  was  supplied  with  water  by  a 
pipe  laid  underground  across  the  other 
from  a  spring  in  land  of  a  third  person,  con- 
veyed the  latter  lot,  covenanting  against 
encumbrances,  to  a  person  who  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  pipe,  and 
subsequently  the  license  to  take  water  from 
the  spring  in  the  land  of  the  third  person 
was  revoked  and  the  lot  was  supplied  with 
water  from  another  source,  there  was  no  im- 
plied grant  in  favor  of  the  former  owner  to 
maintain  the  pipe  in  the  transferred  lot, 
and  the  grantee  of  that  lot  took  it  free 
from  encumbrances.  Johnson  v.  Knapp,  160 
Mass.  267,  23  N.  E.  40. 

And  where  joint  owners  of  two  lots  eon- 
ducted  water  through  a  wooden  pipe  from 
a  reservoir  on  one  lot  to  a  storage  tank  on 
the  other,  as  part  of  a  water  supply  system 
for  a  city,  and  they  afterwards  sold  the  sys- 
tem and  leased  the  lots  to  a  water  company 
under  an  agreement  not  to  re-engage  in  the 
water  business,  and  subsequently  the  lots 
were  divided  without  mention  of  water 
rignts,  one  person  becoming  sole  owner  of 
the  lot  on  which  the  tank  was  located,  and 
thereafter  the  water  company  abandoned 
the  premises,  and  the  pipe  leading  to  the 
purchaser's  lot  was  cut  off,  with  her  ap- 
parent acquiescence,  and  she  subsequently 
conveyed  the  lot  by  deed,  not  mentioning 
water  rights,  her  grantee  cannot  insist  upon 
the  continuance  of  a  flow  of  water  to  the  ' 
lot  as  an  appurtenance  thereto,  since  the 
reservoirs  were  temporary  structures,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  owner's  business,  and  did 
not  create  an  easement,  and  at  the  time  the 
joint  owners  of  the  lots  parted  with  their 
right,  the  use  of  the  water  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  the  system  and  the  reservoirs 
had  been  abandoned.  Van  Rossum  v.  Grand 
Rapids  Brewing  Co.  129  Mich.  530,  89 
N.  W.  370. 

Nor  does  the  rule  as  to  creation  of  ease- 
ments by  the  severance  of  a  tract  of  land 
in  favor  of  one  portion  of  which  an  arti- 
ficial condition  has  b^en  created  on  the  oth- 
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which  the  plaintiff  now  claims  a  right  of 
way.  In  1801,  Wallace  conveyed  to  the 
plaintiff  a  portion  of  said  tract,  bounded  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  two  streets,  and 
other  lands  of  Wallace  afterwards  conveyed 
to  the  Duquesne  Reduction  Company.  At 
the  time  of  sale  by  Wallace  to  plaintiff, 
the  said  road  was  used  upon  the  ground, 
and  appellants  admit  that  stone  quarried 
upon  other  land  of  Wallace  and  sold  to  the 
plaintiff  was  hauled  down  over  it.  Appel- 
lee used  it  in  the  erection  of  its  buildings, 
and  claims  that  it  was  in  general  use  by 
the  owners  of  the  adjacent  properties  for 
access,  and  it  appeared  that  it  bad  contin- 
ueil  in  such  use  until  1906,  when  appel- 
lants built  a  fence  across  it  and  plaintiff 
filed  this  bill.     The  court  found  that  it  was 


the  only  wagon  road  on  the  lot,  and  that  ac- 
cess from  the  streets  by  which  the  appellee's 
lot  was  bounded  was  impracticable  for 
loaded  wagons  at  most  points,  and  very  in- 
convenient for  any  other  purpose.  The 
learned  court  below  refused  to  find  the  road 
a  way  of  necessity,  because  there  were  other 
ways  of  access  and  egress  however  incon- 
venient; citing  M'Donald  v.  Lindall,  3 
Rawle,  492.  The  court,  however,  found  that 
"tlie  road  was  apparent  on  the  ground,  and 
there  was  nothing  on  the  ground  to  indicate 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  be  permanent." 
He  therefore  found  that  the  right  to  the  use 
of  the  road  passed  by  implication  as  an  ease- 
ment appurtenant  to  the  grant. 

The  argument  of  the  appellants  rests  main- 
ly on  the  view  that  the  road,  having  had  its 


er  apply  in  case  of  the  sale  by  the  owner  of 
a  milldam  to  one  who  has  leased  from  him 
land  on  and  under  the  pond,  on  which  to 
conduct  an  ice  business,  of  the  land  sn 
leased,  with  knowledge  that  it  is  purchased 
for  the  purpose  of  continuing  such  business, 
where  the  lease  requires  the  surrender  of  the 
premises  at  its  termination,  allowing  the 
lessee  to  remove  the  buildings,  since  no  ad- 
vantage or  artificial  condition  exists  with- 
in the  meaning  of  the  rule.  Marshall  Ice 
Co.  V.  LaPlant,  136  Iowa,  621,  12  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)   1073,  111  N.  W.  1016. 

And  the  use  by  an  owner  and  his  tenants 
of  a  yard  in  the  rear  of  his  four  or  five 
houses,  paved  ^^nd  open  for  all  the  tenants, 
the  common  use  of  one  hydrant  on  the 
premises,  with  city  water  mains  within  a 
few  feet  of  each  house,  for  separate  connec- 
tion, and  the  common  use  of  one  alley  to  a 
certain  street  between  two  of  the  houses, 
and  a  footpath  to  another  street,  neither  of 
which  abutted  on  the  property  in  question, 
nor  were  essential  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
property  as  ways  of  necessity,  cannot  be 
taken  to  be  an  apparent  necessity  and  per- 
manent dedication  to  a  common  use  in  such 
manner  as  to  subject  the  property  to  a 
continuance  of  the  same  condition  in  the 
hands  of  separate  owners.  Francies's  Ap- 
peal, supra. 

So,  where  the  owner  of  premises  con- 
structs a  permanent  building  so  that  most 
of  it  is  on  one  tract  of  land  and  a  part  of 
it  on  a  second  tract  of  land,  and  sells  the 
first  tract,  but  remains  in  possession,  and 
while  in  possession  of  both  tracts,  sells  the 
second  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser  without 
actual  knowledge  of  the  first  sale,  or  that 
the  building  is  partly  on  the  second  tract, 
the  second  purchaser  takes  the  premises 
free  from  the  implied  easement,  and  is  not 
bound  to  exa'inine  the  title  to  the  other 
tract  to  ascertain  whether  the  owner  had 
mortgaged  it  Smith  v.  Lockwood,  100 
Minn.  221,  110  N.  W.  080. 

And  where  a  woman,  at  the  time  of  mak- 
ing her  will,  was  the  owner  of  two  adjoin- 
ing houses,  one  of  which  she  occupied,  and 
in  the  other  she  had  a  tenant,  and  in  the 
yard  of  the  house  occupied  by  her  was  a 
26L.R.A.(N.S.) 


pump,  which  she  permitted  the  tenant  to 
use,  a  devise  by  her  of  the  -house  and  lot 
occupied  by  the  tenant,  "as  occupied,"  does 
not  pass  the  right  to  the  devisee  to  draw 
water  at  the  pump  in  the  other  yard,  in 
the  same  way  as  the  tenant  had  done.  Pol- 
den  V.  Bastard,  L.  R.  1  Q.  B.  156,  s.  e.  on 
previous  appeal,  4  Best  &  S.  2S3. 

Where  an  easement  on  a  lot  was  appar- 
ent, open,  visible,  and  continuous,  however, 
a  purchaser  of  the  lot  takes  it  subject  to 
the  easement,  although  not  mentioned  in 
the  conditions  or  deed.  Overdeer  v.  Upde- 
graff,  60  Pa.  110;  Ingals  v.  Plamondon,  75 
111.  118;  Simmons  v.  Cloonan,  81  N.  Y.  557. 

And  the  open  and  visible  use  of  an  ease- 
ment, such  as  a  road,  is  notice  to  a  pur- 
chaser of  the  servient  estate  of  the  exist- 
ence and  extent  of  the  right.  Brown  v. 
Kemp,  46  Or.  517,  81  Pac.  236. 

This  is  the  rule  applied  and  carried 
somewhat  further  in  Liquid  Cabbonic  Co. 
V.  Wallace. 

And  the  apparent  signs  of  servitude  which 
will  pass  as  easements  on  severance  of  a 
heritage  include  not  only  those  which  must 
necessarily  be  seen,  but  those  which  may  be 
seen  or  known  on  a  careful  inspection  by 
persons  ordinarily  conversant  with  the  sub- 
ject.   Boon  T.  Adney,  102  Law  Times,  418. 

Thus,  where  an  owner  of  land  built  cot- 
tages thereon,  and,  not  being  able  to  give 
each  a  pump,  a  washhouse,  closets,  and  an 
ash  pit,  he  built  these  thin^  on  different 
parts  of  the  property,  and  allowed  the  ten-, 
ants  to  use  them  in  common,  he  evinces  by 
his  acts  a  permanent  alteration  of  the  qual- 
ity of  the  different  ports  of  the  heritage, 
and  in  case  of  a  sale  of  lots,  they  are  taken 
subject  to  such  use.    Ibid. 

So,  where,  in  the  sale  of  ^  small  tract 
of  land  valuable  only  for  two  paper  mills 
that  were  upon  it,  the  vendor,  in  showing, 
the  boundaries,  fraudulently  pointed  out 
lines  that  were  not  the  true  boundaries  of 
the  tract  sold,  but  included  the  stream  and 
dam  above  the  mills,  and  a  trough  leading 
the  water  from  the  dam  to  the  mills,  when 
in  fact  these  things  were  all  upon  an  ad- 
joining tract  held  by  the  vendor  under  a 
long  lease,  and  were  not  embraced  bv  the 
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origin  in  temporary  convenience  to  the  own- 
er of  the  larger  lot,  wag  never  intended  to  be 
permanent,  and  that  the  intention  was  an 
essential  element  in  the  creation  of  a  servi- 
tude. The  principle  in  general  may  be  con- 
ceded, and,  so  long  as  the  ownership  of  the 
dominant  and  servient  lands  remains  in  the 
same  party,  the  application  of  the  principle 
may  be  determined  by  his  actual  personal 
intent.  But,  on  a  severance,  a  question  of 
conflicting  rights  arises,  and  the  intent 
which  lies  at  the  basis  of  the  creation  of  a 
servitude  is  no  longer  the  grantor's  actual 
and  perhaps  undisclosed  intent,  but  the  mu- 
tual intent  of  the  parties,  as  gathered  from 
their  acts  and  the  circumstances,  as  well  as 
from  their  words.  This  principle  was  well 
expressed  in  Hopewell  Mills  v.  Taunton  Sav. 
Bank,  160  Mass.  519,  6  L.R.A.  249,  15  Am. 
St.  Rep.  235,  23  N.  E.  327 ;  cited,  though  in 
a  difTerent  connection  in  National  Bank  t. 
North,  100  Pa.  303,  28  Atl.  694:  "The  in- 
tention to  be  sought  is  not  the  undisclosed 
purpose  of  the  actor,  but  the  intention  im- 
plied and  manifested  by  his  act.  It  is  an 
intention  which  settles  not  merely  his  own 


rights,  but  the  rights  of  others  who  have 
or  may  acquire  interests  in  the  property. 
They  cannot  know  his  secret  purpose,  and 
their  rights  depend  not  upon  that,  but  upon 
the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  what  is 
external  and  visible."  The  facts  as  found 
by  the  court  in  the  present  case  were  that 
Wallace  was,  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  "the 
owner  of  the  land  over  which  the  way  is 
claimed  and  of  the  land  to  which  it  is  now 
claimed  to  be  appurtenant.  Before  the 
grant,  Wallace  had  laid  out  and  opened  up- 
on the  ground  the  road  in  question,  and  it 
was  the  only  road  by  which  it  was  practi- 
cable to  have  access  to  the  land.  The  road 
was  apparent  on  the  ground,  and  there  was 
nothing  upon  the  ground  to  indicate  that 
it  was  not  intended  to  be  permanent."  The 
natural  inference  from  these  facts  would  be 
that  the  road  was  intended  to  be  permanent 
That  inference  the  grantee  was  entitled  to 
draw  without  regard  to  the  grantor's  actual 
but  undisclosed  intent,  and  it  therefore  be- 
came the  law  of  the  case. 

Decree  affirmed,  at  the  costs  of  appellants. 


boundaries  described  in  the  deed,  the  chan- 
cellor may  restrain  the  vendor  by  perpetual 
injunction  from  destroying  or  injuring  the 
stream,  dam  or  trough  so  as  to  destroy  or 
impair  the  use  which  the  purchaser  makes 
of  them,  and  the  chancellor  may  also  pre- 
vent the  vendor  from  obstructing  a  private 
way  through  his  land  by  which  alone  the 
mills  are  accessible.  Brown  t.  Burken- 
meyer,  9  Dana,  169,  33  Am.  Dec.  541. 

And  where  an  owner  of  four  lots,  two  of 
which  faced  upon  one  street  and  the  other 
two  were  directly  behind  them,  facing  an- 
other street,  sold  one  of  the  lots,  reserving 
a  passageway  from  the  two  lots  on  the 
other  street  through  it  to  the  street  on 
which  it  faced,  and  the  passageway  was 
fenced  off  and  an  entrance  indicated  by  a 
gate,  and  was  reached  by  three  ascending 
steps  from  the  street  grade,  and  covered  by 
a  board  walk,  and  he  afterwards  mortgaged 
the  two  lots  to  which  the  passageway  led,  a 
purchaser  at  the  foreclosure  sale  acquired 
right  to  use  the  passageway  as  a  quasi  ease- 
ment appurtenant  to  the  lots  purchased. 
Oeruan  Say.  &  L.  Co.  v.  Gordon. 

So,  a  particular  formed  way  to  -an  en- 
trance to  premises  leading  to  gates  in  a 
wall,  without  which  these  gates  would  be 
perfectly  useless,  will  pass  as  a  part  of  the 
premises  upon  a  sale  of  a  part  thereof,  al- 
though, in  some  sense,  it  is  not  an  appar- 
ent and  continuous  easement,  because,  being 
part  of  a  formed  road,  it  is  considered  to  be 
a  continuous  and  apparent  easement.  Brown 
T.  Alabaster,  L.  R.  37  Ch.  Div.  490. 

And  where  a  person  owning  two  lots 
built  on  both,  leaving  an  alley  between  the 
houses  along  the  line  of  one  of  the  lots, 
which  alley  was  used  for  access  to  the  back 
lot  of  each  place,  such  use  by  the  occupants 
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of  the  adjoining  lot,  indicated  by  a  gate,  is 
sufficient  to  put  a  vendee  of  the  lot  upon 
which  the  alley  was  located  upon  inquiry 
as  to  the  right  of  such  occupants  to  the 
alley.     Overdeer  v.  Updegraff,  supra. 

So,  it  is  the  open  and  visible  effect  which 
a  change  in  a  tract  of  land  has  wrought 
which  is  pre&umed  to  influence  the  mind  of 
a  purchaser  on  the  question  of  the  acquisi- 
tion of  an  easement,  but  this  presumption 
may  be  repelled  by  actual  knowledge  upon 
his  part  of  facta  which  would  negative  any 
deduction  drawn  from  the  visible  condition 
of  the  property.  Curtiss  v.  Ayrault,  47  N. 
Y.  73. 

Nor  is  it  essential,  in  order  that  an  ease- 
ment by  implication  may  arise  incident  to 
a  grant,  that  the  incidental  use  of  the  prop- 
erty retained  be  exercised  by  the  grantor  at 
the  time,  if  it  is  open  and  visible  and  rea- 
sonably necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
grant.  Re  West  177th  Street,  120  N^  Y. 
Supp.  354. 

And  it  is  not  essential  to  the  application 
of  the  rule  that  when  a  man  conveys  a  por- 
tion of  his  estate,  the  purchaser  takes  it 
with  the  incidents  and  appurtenances  which 
appear  at  the  time  of  the  sale  to  belong  to 
it  as  between  it  and  the  portions  retained, 
that,  at  the  time  of  sale,  the  apparent  inci- 
dents should  be  in  the  actual  use  of  the 
vendor,  in  connection  with  the  portion  con- 
veyed; knowledge  on  his  part  of  their  exist- 
ence is  sufficient,  and  this  may  be  shown 
otherwise  than  by  aotual  use.  Simmons  v. 
Cloonan,  supra. 

But,  under  the  word  "appurtenances,"  «> 
used  in  a  grant  severing  a  piece  of  land,  ac- 
cording to  its  legal  sense,  an  easement  which 
has  become  extinct,  or  which  does  not  ex- 
ist in  point  of  law  by  reason  of  ownership, 
does  not  pass;  and  if  the  grantor  wishes  to 
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GERMAN  SAVING  &  LOAN  COMPANY, 
Respt., 

V. 

GEORGE  W.  GORDON,  Appt. 


(—  Or. 


102  Fac  736.) 


Easement  ^  Berrerance  of  estate  —  Im- 
plication. 

A  passageway  inclosed  on  both  sides,  con- 
sisting ot  planks,  with  steps  leading  to  them 
at  both  ends,  furnishing  access  from  a  house 
located  on  one  street  to  a  parallel  street  in 
the  rear,  across  property  owned  by  the  one 
who  owns  the  house,  which  is  reasonably 
necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  property 
on  which  the  house  is  located,  will  pass  by 
implication  with  a  grant  of  the  latter  prop- 
erty. 

(June  29,  1009.) 


APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  decree  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Multnomah 
County,  enjoining  him  from  obstructing  a 
certain  private  way  over  land  in  which 
plaintiff  alleged  an  easement.    Affirmed. 


Statement  by  Moore,  Ch.  J.; 
The  following  is  a  plat  showing  the  prop- 
erty and  way  in  controversy: 


revive  or  create  such  a  right,  he  must  do  it 
by  express  words.  Plant  y.  James,  6  Bam. 
4  Ad.  791. 

.And  where  the  owner  of  two  adjoining 
dwelling  houses  conveyed  one  of  them,  and 
there  'was  a  passageway  under  and  wholly 
constructed  in  the  other,  which  was  arched 
over  the  passage  up  to  the  second  story,  and 
the  passage  had  been  used  by  the  tenants 
of  both  houses,  and  the  deed  conveyed  the 
lot  by  metes  and  l>ounds,  and  did  not  in- 
clude the  passageway,  and  the  grantee  was 
informed  at  the  time  that  the  right  to  use 
the  way  did  not  pass  with  the  house,  no 
right  of  way  passes  to  a  subsequent  grantee 
of  the  grantee,  who  purchases  without  any 
assurance  from  the  original  owner  of  the 
house,  after  inspecting  the  premises.  Mc- 
Fherson  v.  Acker,  MacArth.  &  M.  150,  48 
Am.  Rep.  749. 

And  oral  permission  given  by  one  selling 
standing  timber  to  take  it  out  a  particular 
way  over  the  land  of  the  person  granting 
the  permission  is  but  a  license,  not  bind- 
ing on  a  purchaser  of  the  land,  receiving  a 
deed  therefor  not  mentioning  the  license. 
Worthen  t.  Gamo,  182  Mass.  243,  65  N.  E. 
«7. 

So,  to  pass  on  a  severance  of  an  estate 
by  a  simultaneous  sale  to  two  purchasers, 
an  easement  must  have  been  enjoyed  by  the 
former  owner  at  the  time  of  the  sale;  and 
one  purchaser  cannot  claim  the  right  to  use 
a  dam  on  his  land  in  such  a  way  as  to  cause 
the  water  to  flow  back  on  the  other  proper- 
ty, where  such  right,  if  it  had  ever  been  en- 
joyed by  the  former  owner,  had  been  aban- 
2S  L.S^(NJ3.) 


doned  years  before  the  sale.  Hart  v.  Mc- 
Mullen,  30  Can.  S.  C.  245. 

And  where  a  person  owned  two  lots  upon 
a  stream,  and  upon  the  lower  one  was  a 
mill  and  a  dam,  which  dam,  when  the  pond 
was  full,  set  back  the  waters  of  the  creek 
upon  the  other  lot,  and  he  executed  a  mort- 
gage upon  the  upper  lot,  covering  the  por- 
tion so  overflowed  without  reserving  the 
right  to  flow  any  part  of  it,  and  the  mort- 
gaged premises  were  sold  luder  foreclosure, 
and,  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the 
referee's  deed,  no  portion  of  the  upper  lot 
was  overflowed,  and  there  was  no  visible 
signs  of  previous  overflow,  there  is  no  im- 
plied reservation  of  the  right  to  overflow, 
and  a  permanent  injunction  against  re- 
building the  dam,  which  had  been  washed 
out,  is  properly  granted.  Wells  v.  Gar- 
butt,  132  N.  Y.  430,  30  N.  E.  978. 

In  the  above  case,  the  court  refused  to 
follow  Lampman  v.  Milks,  21  N.  Y.  506, 
supra,  II.  a,  saying  that  in  that  case  the 
discussion  outran  the  decision;  while  it  was 
decided  that,  on  the  facts  then  appearing, 
an  easement  should  be  implied  in  favor  of 
the  fpantee,  against  the  grantor  and  his 
remaining  lands,  it  was  asserted  that,  un- 
der like  circumstances,  an  easement  would 
be  implied  in  favor  of  the  grantor,  against 
the  grantee. 

d.  Continuous. 

Easements  which  are  not  continuous  or 
apparent,  but  which  are  used  from  time  to 
time  only,  will  not,  upon  severance  of  tene- 
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TUiB  is  an  appeal  by  the  defendant, 
George  W.  Gordon,  from  a  decree  enjoining 
him  from  obstructing  an  alleged  private 
way  over  a  part  of  his  land  on  which  the 
plaintiff,  the  German  Saving  &,  Loan 
Company,  a  private  corporation,  asserts  that 
it  has  an  easement,  as  an  incident  to  its 
ownership  of  adjoining  land.  The  facts  are 
that  on  January  30,  1891,  Mrs.  LeaneV 
Gray,  being  the  owner  of  lots  1,  2,  7,  and  8, 
in  block  37, '  of  Caruther's  addition  to 
Caruther's  addition  to  the  city  of  Portland, 
conveyed  to  Gordon  the  south  50  feet  of  lot 
7,  reserving  to  herself  the  north  5.125  feet 
thereof.  Lot  2  lies  immediately  .south  of  lot 
1,  and  both  are  bordered  on  the  east  by 
Hood  street.  Lots  7  and  8  join  lots  2  and 
1,  respectively,  and  extend  west  to  Corbett 


street.  Gordon,  soon  after  purchasing  his 
land,  built  thereon  a  house,  the  north  line 
of  which  was  near  his-  north  boundary. 
Mrs.  Gray  was  then  living  on  lots  1  and  2 
in  a  house  which  fronted  east.  She  built  ob 
the  south  line  of  lot  8  a  picket  fence,  be- 
tween which  and  Gordon's  house  she  caused 
to  be  constructed  a  passageway  frcHn  Cor- 
bett street  to  the  rear  of  her  building.  The 
entrance  to  the  passageway  was  originally 
indicated  by  a  gate,  and,  as  the  lots  were 
somewhat  higher  than  the  street  grade, 
three  ascending  steps  led  from  the  gate  to 
a  two-board  walk  which  extended  eastward 
across  the  lot  past  Gordon's  house,  at  the 
end  of  which  walk  were  five  descending 
steps.  Gordon  built  a  fence  from  the  north- 
west comer  of  his  house,  along  his  bound- 


ments  pass  by  implication  of  law.  Harris 
v.  Smith,  40  U.  C.  Q.  B.  33;  Ruetsch  v. 
Spry,  14  Ont.  L.  Rep.  233;  Weidekin  v. 
Snelson,  17  HI.  App.  461 ;  Denton  v.  Leddell, 
23  N.  J.  Eq.  64;  Fetters  v.  Humphreys,  19 
N.  J.  Eq.  471 ;  Whalen  v.  Manchester  Land 
Co  65  N.  J.  L.  206,  47  Atl.  443;  Francies's 
Appeal.  96  Pa.  200;  Henry  v.  Dunlap,  21 
Lane.  L.  Rev.  289;  Evans  v.  Dana,  7  R.  I. 
306;  Providence  Tool  Co.  v.  Corliss  Steam 
Engine  Co.  9  R.  I.  564 ;  Scott  v.  Beutel,  23 
Gratt.  1 ;  'Boon  v.  Adney,  102  Law  Times, 
418;  Watts  v.  Kelson,  L.  R.  6  Ch.  166; 
Glave  V.  Harding,  3  Hurlst.  &  X.  937. 

Unless  the  owner  by  appropriate  lan- 
guage shows  an  intention  that  they  shall 
pass.  Ruetsch  v.  Spry;  Fetters  v.  Hum- 
phreys; Whalen  v.  Manchester  Land  Co.; 
and  Watts  v.  Kelson, — supra. 

A  servitude  of  passage  is  not  a  continu- 
ous servitude,  and  can,  under  no  circum- 
stances, result  from  the  destination  of  the 
pere  de  famille.  Fisk  v.  Haber.  7  La.  Ann. 
652;  Gillis  v.  Kelson,  16  La.  Ann.  275. 

And  a  right  of  way  is  not  such  a  con- 
tinuous easement  as  to  pass  by  implica- 
tion of  law  from  a  grant  of  the  land;  only 
a  way  of  necessity  will  so  pass.  Harris  v. 
Smith,  supra;  Kelly  v.  Dunning,  43  N.  J. 
Eq.  62,  10  Atl.  276;  Fetters  v.  Humphreys, 
supra. 

It  has  no  legal  existence  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  unity  of  seisin,  and  upon 
the  severance  of  the  two  tenements  does 
not  pass  unless  it  is  a  way  of  necessity,  or 
the  operative  words  of  the  conveyance  are 
sufficient  to  grant  it  de  novo.  Fetters  v. 
Humphreys,  supra. 

And  a  noncontinuous  easement,  like  a 
right  of  way,  will  pass  only  by  words  suf- 
ficient to  create  a  new  easement  and  annex 
it  to  the  newly  made  dominant  tenement; 
and  the  word  "appurtenances"  is  not  suffi- 
cient. Longendyke  v.  Anderson.  101  N.  Y. 
625,  4  N.  E.  629;  Fetters  v.  Humphreys, 
supra. 

Discontinuous  easements  are  only  creat- 
ed upon  a  severance  of  title  where  they  are 
such  as  are  absolutely  necessary  to  the  en- 
joyment of  the  property  conveyed.  Lamo- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


man  v.  Milks,  21  N.  Y.  505;  Fetters  v. 
Humphreys,  18  N.  J.  Eq.  260. 

And  when  that  necessity  cannot  be  obvi- 
ated by  a  substitute  constructed  on  or  over 
the  dominant  estate.  Fetters  v.  Humph- 
reys, supra.  • 

Easements  which  are  apparent  and  con- 
tinuous, however,  will  pass  on  the  severance 
of  two  tenements,  as  appurtenant  to  the 
tenement  conveyed.  Whalen  v.  Manchester 
Laqd  Co.  supra;  Fetters  v.  Humphreys,  19 
N.-  J.  Eq.  471. 

And  this  is  so,  though  they  are  not  men- 
tioned in  the  conditions  or  the  deed.  Over- 
deer  V.  UpdegrafT,  69  Pa.  110. 

And  an  easement  which  is  continuous  and 
made  apparent  by  a  permanent  structure  by 
means  of  which  the  right  is  enjoyed  is  one 
which  will  be  created  as  an  appurtenance 
without  words  of  grant  de  novo;  as,  for  in- 
stance, the  flow  of  water  through  a  trunk 
constructed  and  used  for  that  purpose. 
Whalen  v.  Manchester  Land  Co.  supra. 

And  it  has  been  held  that  an  easement 
evidenced  in  a  substantial  manner  passes 
by  implied  grant  as  an  appurtenance  to  the 
dominant  tenement  when  the  latter  is  sev- 
ered by  the  conveyance  thereof,  thoujrh  it  is 
a  discontinuance  quasi  easement.  Gebman 
Sav.  &  L.  Co.  V.  Gordon. 

A  servitude  of  light  and  sight  is  continu- 
ous and  apparent  within  this  rule,  and  may 
be  imposed  by  the  owner  of  two  lots  on  one 
in  favor  of  the  other.  Cleris  v.  Tieman,  15 
La.  Ann.  316. 

And  a  drain  or  other  artificial  water 
course,  being  a  thing  which  is  continuance 
in  its  service,  and  which  can  always  be 
seen  or  known  by  inspection,  will,  on  a  sev- 
erance of  the  tenement  on  which  it  exista, 
pass  by  implication.  Kelly  v.  Dunning, 
supra. 

So,  where  there  was  an  actual  construc- 
tion on  the  servient  tenement,  extending  to 
the  dominant  tenement,  by  which  water  wae 
continuously  brought  through  the  servient 
tenement  to  the  dominant  tenement,  for  the 
use  of  the  occupier  of  the  dominant  tene- 
ment, the  easement  is,  in  its  nature,  contin- 
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«ry,  to  Corbett  street,  so  that  the  passageway 
was  inclosed  to  the  rear  of  his  house,  but 
«a8t  thereof  the  walk  was  not  fenced.  The 
gate  referred  to,  when  closed,  completed  the 
angle  and  connected  the  south  line  of  Mrs. 
Gray's  fence  with  the  west  line  of  Gordon's 
fence.  Such  was  the  condition  of  the  land 
described  September  17,  1892,  when  Mrs. 
Gray,  in  order  to  secure  the  payment  of 
.$6,600,  executed  to  the  plaintiff  a  mort- 
gage of  lots  1,  2,  and  8,  in  block  37  of  the 
addition  specified,  together  with  the  appur- 
tenances, etc  Default  having  been  made  in 
the  payment  of  an  instalment  of  the  debt, 
the  mortgage  was  foreclosed,  the  premises 
were  sold  to  the  plaintiff,  the  sale  was  con- 
firmed, and  a  sheriff's  deed  was  executed  to 
the    purchaser    November    27,    1896.      The 


mortgagor  vacated  the  premises,  and,  the 
plaintiff  taking  possession  thereof,  its  ten- 
ants continued  to  use  the  passageway  until 
it  was  closed  by  Gordon,  to  whom  Mrs.  Gray, 
on  January  25,  1906,  conveyed  the  north 
5.125  feet  of  lot  7.  To  restrain  such  ob- 
struction, this  suit  was  instituted,  resulting 
in  a  decree  aa  hereinbefore  stated. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Lewis,  for  appellant: 
Footways  or  roadways,  in  order  to  pass 
by  implied  grant,  must  be  necessary  for  the 
use  and  occupation  of  the  land. 

Washi).  Easements  &  Servitudes,  3d  ed.  p. 
235,  4th  ed.  pp.  9-50,  107;  1  Tiffany,  Real 
Prop.  pp.  708,  713,  714;  Snoddy  v.  Bolen,  122 
Mo.  497,  24  L.R.A.  507,  24  S.  W.  142,  26 
S.  W.  932;  Woodhull  v.  Rosenthal,  61  N.  Y. 


U0U8,  SO  as  to  pass  on  a  sale  of  the  domi- 
nant, by  implication  of  law,  without  words 
of  grant.    WatU  v.  Kelson,  L.  R.  6  Ch.  166. 

And  a  water  pipe  leading  from  a  driven 
well  in  a  yard  to  a  sink  in  the  kitchen  in  a 
dwelling,  there  ending  in  a  pump  by  which 
water  can  be  and  is  habitually  drawn  from 
the  well  to  the  kitchen  for  domestic  pur- 
poses, though  the  well  and  water  pipe  are 
completely  hidden  from  view,  forms  an  ap- 
parent and  continuous  easement  which  will 
pass  with  a  conveyance  of  tlie  dwelling 
alone,  by  the  owner  of  both  yard  and  house, 
the  owner  retaining  the  yard.  Larsen  v. 
Peterson,  53  N.  J.  Eq.  88,  30  Atl.  1094. 

It  has  been  held,  however,  that  the  rule 
that  only  such  easements  as  are  termed 
«ontinuous  will  pass  by  implication  in  a 
grant  and  that  such  as  are  termed  discon- 
tinuous will  not,  is  not  uniformly  adopted; 
the  one  more  generally  adopted  is  not  to 
consider  the  particular  kind  of  easement, 
but  to  consider  whether  it  is  apparent, 
designed  to  be  permanent,  and  is  reasonably 
necessary  to  the  use  of  the  premises  granted. 
Baker  v.  Rice,  56  Ohio  St.  463,  47  N.  E.  638. 

In  the  above  case,  it  was  snid  of  Fran- 
cies's  Apical,  96  Pa.  200,  supra,  that  the 
court  did  not  think  that  it  in  any  way  af- 
fects or  modifies  the  previous  decisions  of 
that  court. 

A  continuous  easement  which  will  pass 
by  implied  grant  on  the  severance  of  an  es- 
tate, as  distinguished  from  a  noncontinuous 
ous,  is  one  which  may  be  enjoyed  without 
any  act  of  man,  as  a  waterspout,  which  dis- 
charges water  whenever  it  runs,  while  a 
noncontinuous  one  is  one  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  which  the  act  of  the  party  is  essen- 
tial, as  a  way.  Bonelli  Bros.  v.  Blakemorc, 
66  Miss.  136,  14  Am.  St.  Rep.  550,  5  So. 
228. 

And  whether  an  easement  or  servitude  is 
apparent,  continuous,  or  the  contrary,  in- 
volves questions  of  fact  resting  in  parol, 
which,  when  the  facts  are  in  dispute,  are 
for  the  jury,  and  the  court  cannot  reserve  to 
itself  the  power  to  decide  them.  Koons  v. 
McNamee,  6  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  445. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


e.  Ifecesaary, 

The  rule  has  been  asserted  that  it  is  only 
necessary  easements  that  pass  as  implied 
grants  by  construction  of  law  on  severance 
of  title.  Henry  v.  Dunlap,  21  Lane.  L.  Rev. 
289;  Weidekin  t.  Snelson,  17  111.  App.  461; 
Dolliff  V.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  68  Me.  173; 
Wentworth  v.  Philpot,  60  N.  H.  193;  Brake- 
ly  V.  Sharp,  9  N.  J.  Eq.  9;  Evans  v.  Dana, 
7  R.  I.  306. 

To  constitute  an  easement  which  will 
pass  by  implied  grant  on  a  severance  of  a 
tenement,  the  right  or  privil^e  must  be 
necessary  or  essential  to  the  proper  enjoy- 
ment of  the  estate  granted;  being  merely 
convenient  is  not  sufficient.  Jarvis  v.  Seele 
Mill.  Co.  173  111.  192,  64  Am.  St.  Rep.  107. 
50  N.  E.  1044;  Wentworth  v.  Philpot,  su- 
pra; Root  v.  Wadhams,  107  N.  Y.  384,  14 
N.  E.  281. 

This  rule  has  been  applied  with  great 
strictness  to  implication  of  the  reservation 
of  easements;  in  order  to  give  rise  to  the 
presumption  of  the  reservation  of  an  exist- 
ing easement  or  quasi  easement,  where  the 
deed  is  silent  upon  the  subject,  the  necessity 
must  be  of  such  strict  nature  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  doubt  of  the  intention  of  the 
parties  that  the  adjoining  property  should 
continue  to  be  used  and  enjoyed  in  respect 
to  such  existing  easements  or  quasi  ease- 
ments as  before  the  severance  ot'  the  own- 
ership.   Burns  v.  Gallagher,  62  Md.  462. 

And  where  the  owner  of  two  parcels  of 
land  imposes  a  burden  upon  one  for  the 
benefit  of  the  other,  and  then  conveys  the 
former  by  absolute  and  unqualified  deed,  no 
easement  in  favor  of  the  land  retained 
against  the  parcel  conveyed  will  be  implied 
unless,  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance,  the 
burden  was  apparent  and  is  strictly  neces- 
sary for  the  enjoyment  of  the  parcel  rc- 
taineu.  Wells  v.  Oarbutt,  132  N.  YT.  430,  30 
N.  E.  978;  Wilmurt  v.  McGrane,  16  App. 
Div.  412,  45  N.  Y.  Supp.  32. 

So,  where  a  servient  estftte  is  granted  and 
the  dominant  estate  reserved,  the  easemeit 
reserved  by  implication  must  be  not  only 
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390;  Parsons  t.  Johnson,  68  N.  Y.  62,  23 
Am.  Rep.  149;  Lankin  v.  Terwilliger,  22  Or. 
102,  29  Pac.  268;  Ogden  t.  Jennings,  62  N. 
Y.  531;  Johnson  v.  Jordan,  2  Met.  237,  37 
Am.  Dec.  85;  Russell  y.  Napier,  82  Ga.  770, 
9  S.  E.  746,  10  Am.  t  Eng.  En".  Law,  p. 
420;  Stuyresant  t.  Woodruff,  21  N.  J.  L. 
151,  47  Am.  Dec.  166. 

It  must  appear  that  the  parties,  at  the 
time  of  the  conveyance,  intended  the  right 
to  pass. 

Washb.  Easements,  4th  ed.  p.  9;  Bank  of 
British  N.  A.  v.  Miller,  7  Sawy.  163,  6  Fed. 
551;  Stuyvesant  v.  Woodruff,  21  N.  J.  L. 
133,  47  Am.  Dec.  156. 

The  habendum  clause  does  not  enlarge  the 
grant,  as  a  conveyance  "with  the  appurte- 
nances" does  not  pass  a  quasi  easement. 


1  Tiffany,  Real  Prop.  pp.  702,  703 ;  Grant 
V.  Chase,  17  Mass.  443,  9  Am.  Dec.  161; 
Stuyvesant  v.  Woodruff,  supra;  GriflSths  v. 
Morrison,  106  N.  Y.  165,  12  N.  E.  580; 
Parsons  v.  Johnson,  68  N.  Y.  62,  23  Am. 
Rep.  149;  Spaulding  v.  Abbot,  55  N.  H. 
423;  Oliver  v.  Hook,  47  Md.  301;  Leonard 
V.  White,  7  Mass.  6,  5  Am.  Dec.  10. 

A  right  of  way  of  necessity  never  exists 
when  a  party  can  get  to  his  property 
through  his  own  land. 

Outerbridge  v.  Phelps,  58  How.  Pr.  77; 
Russell  V.  Napier,  supra;  Washb.  Easements 
&  Servitudes,  3d  ed.  p.  235. 

The  grantee  of  a  lot  fronting  on  a  princi- 
pal thoroughfare  is  not  entitled  to  a  way  of 
necessity. 

Fischer  v.  Laack,  76  Wis.  313,  45  N.  W. 


one  that  is  apparent  and  continuous,  but 
also  such  as  is  indicated  by  the  condition  of 
the  premises  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  and  one 
of  strict  necessity,  so  that  another  cannot 
be  substituted  at  a  reasonable  expense. 
Scott  V.  Beutel,  23  Gratt.  1. 

And  no  easement  or  quasi  easement  can 
be  taken  as  reserved  by  implication  unless 
it  be  de  facto  annexed  and  in  use  at  the 
time  of  the  grant,  and  it  be  actually  neces- 
sary to  the  enjoyment  of  the  estate  or  par- 
cel retained  by  the  grantor.  Burns  v.  Gal- 
lagher, supra. 

And  Dabney  v.  Child  (Miss.)  48  So.  897, 
holds  that  implied  reservations  as  against 
the  express  covenants  of  a  deed  are  not  fa- 
vored by  the  courts,  and  are  limited  to  ways 
of  strict  necessity;  and  that  the  land  was 
practically  given  by  the  grantor  to  the 
grantee  is  immaterial. 

So,  this  rule  of  absolute  necessity  as  a 
requisite  to  an  easement  has  been  applied  to 
implied  grants  of  easements  as  well  as  to 
implied  reservations. 

Thus,  an  easement  of  necessity  which  will 
pass  by  implied  grant  on  severance  of  prop- 
erty is  an  easement  without  which  the 
property  retained  cannot  be  used  at  all, 
and  not  one  merely  necessary  to  the  reason- 
able enjoyment  of  the  property.  Union 
Lighterage  Co.  v.  London  Graving  Dock  Co. 
[1902]  2  Ch.  557. 

So,  grants  by  implication  in  Massachu- 
setts are  limited  to  cases  of  strict  neces- 
sity; especially  where  there  is  a  grant  of 
land  by  metes  and  bounds  without  express 
reservation,  and  with  full  covenants  of  war- 
rantv  against  encumbrances.  Carbrey  v. 
Willis,  7  Allen,  364,  83  Am.  Dec.  688. 

But  an  easement  may  arise  from  neces- 
sity in  connection  with  a  grant  or  reserva- 
tion, express  or  implied.  Tracv  v.  Ather- 
ton,  35  Vt.  52,  82  Am.  Dec.  621;  Blakely 
V.  Sharp,  supra. 

And  the  necessity  of  an  appurtenance 
which  will  render  it  the  subject  of  an  im- 
plied grant  on  severance  of  a  tenement  is 
to  be  determined  as  of  the  time  of  the  con- 
veyance, without  regard  to  subsequent  al- 
terations. McElroy  v.  McLeay,  71  Vt.  396, 
45  Atl.  898. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


So,  the  prevailing  rule  of  the  modern 
cases  would  seem  to  be  that  the  necessity 
required  in  order  to  pass  an  easement  by 
implication  by  a  grant  by  a  person  of  a 
part  of  his  estate  is  a  reasonable,  not  an 
absolute,  one.  Paine  v.. Chandler,  134  N.  Y. 
385,  19  L.R.A.  99,  32  N.  E.  18;  Simmons 
V.  Cloonan,  81  N.  Y.  557 ;  Powers  v.  Heffer- 
nan,  233  111.  697,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  523,  122 
Am.  St.  Rep.  199,  84  N.  E.  661 ;  Newell  v. 
Sass,  142  111.  104,  31  N.  E.  176;  Cihak  v. 
Klekr,  117  111.  043,  7  N.  E.  Ill,  reversing 
17  111.  App.  124;  Mosher  v.  Hibbs,  24  Ohio 
C.  C.  376;  German  Sav.  &  L.  Co.  v.  Gobdon; 
Goodall  V.  Godfrey,  53  Vt.  219,  38  Am.  Rep. 
671. 

It  is  sufficient  if  full  enjoyment  of  the 
property  cannot  be  had  without  the  ease- 
ment. Simmons  v.  Cloonan  and  Hosher  v. 
Hibbs,  supra. 

Or  that  it  materially  adds  to  the  value 
of  the  land.  Mosher  v.  Hibbs;  Newell  r. 
Sass;  and  Cihak  v.  Klekr, — supra. 

The  degree  of  necessity  which  must  have 
existed  to  give  rise  to  an  easement  by  im- 
plied grant  in  case  of  the  severance  of  a 
tenement  is  such  merely  as  renders  the 
easement  necessary  for  the  convenient  and 
comfortable  enjoyment  of  the  property  as  it 
existed  when  the  severance  was  made.  Kel- 
ly V.  Dunning,  43  N.  J.  Eq.  62,  10  Atl.  276. 

And  upon  the  existence  of  an  easement  or 
servitude  created  by  the  use  of  property 
by  the  owner  of  the  complete  title,  and  a  sub- 
sequent severance  thereof,  the  question  of 
its  necessity  is  not  controlling,  the  pre- 
sumption being  that  it  was  within  the  con- 
templation of  the  parties  to  the  purchase, 
and  that  its  continued  existence  entered  into 
the  consideration  of  the  grant.  Bryn  Mawr 
Hotel  Co.  V.  Baldwin,  12  Montg.  Co.  L.  Rep. 
145. 

But  mere  convenience  is  not  sufficient  to 
create  or  convey  an  easement  by  implica- 
tion in  a  grant  of  a  part  of  an  estate; 
the  privilege  or  right  must  be  of  value  to 
the  estate  granted,  which  the  grantee  has 
estimated  as  an  advantage  to  the  estate, 
and  paid  for  in  his  purchase.  Paine  t. 
Chandler,  supra. 

Thus,  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  waters 
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,04;  Vossen  t.  Dautel,  116  Mo.  379,  22  S. 
W.  734. 

To  acquire  an  easement  by  prescription,  the 
use  must  be  adverse  under  a  claim  of  right, 
exclusive,  uninterrupted,  and  with  the 
knowledge   and  acquiescence  of  the  owner. 

Washb.    Easements,    4th   ed.    pp.    26-50. 

An  offer  to  purchase,  or  a  declaration 
that  he  claims  no  title,  defeats  the  right  to 
A  claim  by  prescription. 

Washb.  Easements,  4th  ed.  pp.  192,  153. 

22  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law.  2d  ed.  p. 
1195. 

A  claim  must  he  known  to  the  servient 
tenant. 

22  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  1195. 

If  two  parcels  of  land  are  owned  by  the 
same  person,  there  cannot  be  use  of  one  to 


create  an  easement  by  prescription  in  the 
other,  and  such  use  cannot  begin  until  after 
severance. 

Waahb.  Easements  &  Servitudes,  3d  ed.  p. 
235;  Hickox  v.  Pannelee,  21  Conn.  97;  Man- 
ning T.  Smith,  6  Conn.  289;  Morgan  t. 
Meuth,  60  Mich.  262,  27  N.  W.  509;  Vossen 
V.  Dautel,  supra;  Mabie  v.  Matteson,  17 
Wis.  1;  Russell  v.  Napier,  supra;  Stuyve- 
sant  V.  Woodruff,  21  N.  J.  L.  151,  47  Am. 
Dec.  156. 

Mr.  Milton  W.  Smith,  for  respondent: 
Where  an  owner  of  two  parcels  of  ground 
creates  a  passageway  over  one  parcel  for 
the  convenient  use  of  a  building  upon  the 
other  parcel,  and  conveys  the  latter  without 
referring   to   the    passageway,    an   implied 


of  a  spring  which  are  conveyed  by  pipe 
from  one  farm  to  another,  owned  by  the 
same  person,  passes  by  implication  on  the 
conveyance  of  the  latter  farm,  where  the 
flow -of  the  water  is  essential  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  farm,  and  the  loss  thereof 
would  impair  its  rental  value  $50  per  year, 
or  depreciate  its  fee  value  $6  per  acre. 
Ibid. 

And  an  easement  in  an  alley  across  the 
rear  end  of  an  adjacent  lot  is  created  as  in- 
cident or  appurtenant  to  a  building  sold 
by  the  common  owner  when  the  alley  fur- 
nishes access  to  a  cellar  under  the  building, 
as  well  as  light  and  air  for  the  rear  portion 
of  it.  Irvine  v.  MeCreary,  108  Ky.  495,  49 
L.R.A.  417,  56  S.  W.  966. 

And  where,  at  the  time  of  the  convey- 
ance of  a  tenement,  a  water  course  conducted 
from  another  tenement  was  the  existing 
mode  by  which  the  premises  conveyed  were 
supplied  with  water,  the  water  course  was 
a  necessity  for  the  use  of  the  tenement  con- 
veyed, so  as  to  pass  with  it  by  implied 
grant,  though,  if  the  supply  had  been  cut  off, 
possiblv  some  other  supply  might  have  been 
obtained.    Watts  v.  Kelson,  L.  R.  6  Ch.  160. 

But  where  a  conduit  was  designed  par- 
ticularly for  the  convenience  of  a  particu- 
lar dwelling  house,  but  was  so  arranged 
that  it  could  also  be  used  for  the  conven- 
ience of  another  dwelling  house,  upon  a  sev- 
erance of  the  tenement  by  a  sale  of  a  tract 
of  land  including  the  second  dwelling  house, 
an  easement  in  the  use  of  the  conduit  will 
not  pass  as  an  easement  of  necessity,  where 
the  natural  water  course  from  which  the 
pipes  were  laid  runs  through  the  land 
of  the  purchaser,  not  far  distant  from  his 
dwelling  and  other  buildings,  and  it  does 
not  appear  but  that  he  might  have  the 
same  benefit  of  the  water  for  all  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  required  without  re- 
ceiving it  through  the  artificial  channel. 
Brakely  v.  Sharp,  9  N.  J.  Eq.  9. 

And  a  grant  by  a  town  out  of  its  common 
land  for  a  meetinghouse  passes  the  right  to 
so  much  land  outside  that  occupied  by  the 
meetinghouse  as  is  reasonably  necessary  for 
the  parishioners  to  tie  their  horses  upon 
26L.R.A.(N.S.) 


on  the  Lord's  Day.     Woburn  T.  Middlesex 
County,  7  Gray,  106. 

What  is  claimed   as   an   easement,   how-  ' 
ever,  must  be  reasonably  necessary  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  land  to  which  it  is  sought 
to  be   made   appendant.     Weber  v.  Miller, 
9  Ohio  C.  C.  674. 

And  a  way  of  necessity  for  the  float- 
ing of  lumber  down  a  stream  is  not  created 
in  favor  of  one  whose  title  was  first  ac- 
quired from  the  common  source  of  title,  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  it  is  cheaper  so  to 
transport  the  logs  than  to  transport  them, 
by  railroad.  DeCamp  v.  Thomson,  16  App. 
Div.  528,  44  N.  Y.  Supp.  1014. 

Nor  will  a  devise  of  a  house  and  lot.  by 
implication  carry  an  easement  in  a  tract 
lying  between  the  house  and  the  street, 
which  the  devisor  has  used  as  a  dooryard, 
further  than  is  necessary  to  give  access  to 
the  street;  at  least,  where  there  is  suffi- 
cient land  in  the  lot  devised  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  yard.  Miller  v.  Hoeschler,  126 
Wis.  263,  8  L.R.A.{N.S.)  327,  105  N,  W. 
790. 

And  the  law  will  not  imply  that  a  space  of 
ground  set  apart  for  the  exercise  and  di- 
version of  the  children  is  a  necessity  for  a 
country  schoolhouse,  and  a  perpetual  lease 
of  a  parcel  of  land  for  the  express  purpose 
of  a  schoolhouse  does  not  give  an  easement 
for  the  use  of  adjoining  lands  as  a  nlay- 
ground.    Ogden  v.  Jennings,  62  N.  Y.  926. 

And  where  the  owner  of  land  built  two 
houses  thereon  with  a  chimney  between 
them,  which  was  built  entirely  on  one  lot, 
but  was  intended  for  the  use  of  both  houses, 
having  suitable  entrances  into  it  from  each, 
and  the  owner,  by  simultaneous  deeds,  L-on- 
veyed  the  property  to  two  different  person?, 
describing  each  lot  by  metes  and  bound.s, 
with  covenants  of  warranty  against  encum- 
brances, the  purchaser  of  the  lot  not  having 
the  chimney  on  it  obtains  no  easement  in 
the  use  of  the  chimney,  where  a  chimney 
could  have  been  elsewhere  built  for  the  use 
of  that  house.    Buss  v.  Dyer,  125  Mass.  287. 

But  the  right  is  determined  not  on  the 
ground  of  neccsoity  plone.  but  by  the  acts 
of  the  parties,  and  in  the  light  of  circum- 
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easement  is  granted  to  use  the  passageway 
in  the  accustomed  manner. 

Martin  v.  Murphy,  221  III.  032,  77  N.  E. 
1120;  Scott  V.  Moore,  98  Va.  608,  81  Am. 
St.  Rep.  749,  37  S.  E.  342;  Manbecic  v. 
Jones,  190  Pa.  171,  42  Atl.  536;  Boland  t. 
St.  John's  Schools,  163  Mass.  220,  39  N.  E. 
1035;  Rightsell  v.  Hale,  90  Tenn.  550,  18  S. 
W.  245;  Winne  v.  Winne,  184  N.  Y.  684,  77 
N.  E.  1198,  95  App.  Div.  48,  82  N.  Y.  Supp. 
647 ;  Baker  v.  Rice,  50  Ohio  St.  403,  47  N. 
E.  053;  Irvine  v.  McCreary,  108  Ky.  495, 
49  L.R.A.  417,  66  S.  W.  966;  Washb.  Ease- 
ments, 4th  ed.  81 ;  McEwan  v.  Baker,  98  III. 
App.  271 ;  Lampman  v.  Milks,  21  N.  Y.  505; 
Elliott  V.  Rhett,  5  Rich.  L.  405,  57  Am.  Dec. 
750;  McElroy  v.  McLeay,  71  Vt.  396,  45  Atl. 
898;   Fremont,  E.  &  M.  Valley  R.  Co.   v. 


Gayton,  67  Neb.  263,  93  N.  W.  163;  James 
V.  Jenkins,  34  Md.  1,  6  Am.  Rep.  300;  Kelly 
V.  Dunning,  43  N.  J.  Eq.  62,  10  Atl.  276; 
Quinlan  v.  Noble,  75  Cal.  250,  17  Pac  69; 
Jackson  v.  Trullinger,  9  Or.  393 ;  Putnam  v. 
Putnam,  77  App.  Div.  654,  78  N.  Y.  Supp. 
987;  Wood  v.  Grayson,  22  App.  D.  C.  432; 
Dreisbach  v.  Ross,  195  Pa.  278,  45  AtL  722; 
Hankey  v.  Clark,  110  Mass.  262;  KimbreU 
V.  Rogers,  90  Ala.  339,  7  So.  241. 

Moore,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  question  to  be  considered  is  whetlier 
or  not  a  right  to  use  the  passageway  was 
impliedly  granted  by  the  mortgage,  so  that, 
upon  the  foreclosure  thereof  and  a  sale  and 
conveyance  of  the  premises,  an  easement  be- 


sUncea.  Goodall  t.  Godfrey,  53  Vt.  219, 
38  Am.  Rep.  671. 

.  And  where  the  quasi  dominant  tenement 
is  conveyed  and  the  quasi  servient  tenement 
is  reserved,  the  presence  of  no  degree  of 
necessity  is  requisite  in  order  that  the 
easement  shall  pass,  since,  if  the  apparent 
and  continuous  easement  forms  a  part  of  the 
tenement  conveyed,  and  adds  to  the  value 
for  use,  it  passes  with  the  conveyance. 
Tootho  v.  Bryce,  60  N.  J.  Eq.  689,  25  Atl. 
182. 

,  The  question  as  to  the  existence  of  an 
easement  on  the  severance  of  title  of  land 
by  reason  of  improvements  tliereon  is,  Did 
the  purchaser,  in  arriving  at  the  price  he 
would  pay,  consider,  and  have  a  right  to 
consider,  as  an  element  of  the  value  of  the 
land  he  was  bidding  for,  the  benefits  it  de- 
rived from  the  artificial  work?  and  this  is 
a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury.  Curtiss  v. 
Ayrault,  47  N.  Y.  73. 

But  while  it  is  sometimes  held  that  a 
reservation  may  be  implied  in  case  of  a 
severance  of  a  tenement  beyond  strict  neces- 
sity, the  rule  is  restricted  to  such  easements 
as  are  apparent  and  continuous.  Sellers  v. 
Texas  C.  R.  Co.  81  Tex.  458,  13  L.R.A.  657, 
17  S.  W.  32. 

And  an  easement  not  of  strict  necessity 
does  not  pass  by  implied  grant  upon  the  sev- 
erence  of  an  estate,  unless  it  be  apparently 
permanent,  obvious,  and  continuous.  Bon- 
elli  Bros.  v.  Blakemore,  66  Miss.  130,  14  Am. 
St.  Rep.  650,  5  So.  228. 

Nor  does  anything  pass  by  the  word  "ap- 
purtenances" in  a  conveyance  by  a  grantor 
of  a  part  of  his  land  by  metes  and  bounds, 
with  the  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging, 
except  such  incorporeal  rights  or  privileges 
as  are  strictly  necessary  and  essential  to 
the  proper  enjoyment  of 'the  estate  granted. 
Root  v.  VVadhams,  107  N.  Y.  384,  14  N.  E. 
281. 

And  where  there  is  a  grant  of  land  by 
metes  and  bounds  without  express  reser- 
vation, and  with  full  covenants  of  warranty 
and  against  encumbrances,  there  can  be  no 
reservation  by  implication.  unles.<i  the  ease- 
ment is  strictlv  one  of  necessity.  Adams 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.j 


V.  Marshall,  138  Mass.  228,  62  Am.  Rep. 
271 

tV.  Inctdents, 

a.  Effect  of  retinton  of  title. 

Where  easements  exist,  and  the  titles  to 
the  dominant  estate  and  the  servient  estate 
unite  in  a  common  owner,  the  easements 
are  merged  and  lost  in  him.  Miller  v. 
Lapham,  44  Vt.  416. 

But  while  the  union  of  the  dominant  and 
servient  tenements  extinguishes  the  ease- 
ment by  unity  of  title,  it  is  but  the  name 
that  is  gone,  the  right  remains  under  a 
higher  title,  and  upon  a  subsequent  sever- 
ance of  the  estate  by  alienation  of  a  part, 
the  alienee  becomes  entitled  to  all  continu- 
ous and  apparent  easements  which  have  been 
used  by  the  owner  during  the  unity  of  the 
estate,  and  which  are  necessary  to  the  en- 
joyment of  the  several  parts.  Kieifer  v. 
Imhoff,  26  Pa.  438;  Hurlburt  t.  Firth,  10 
Phila.  135. 

On  separate  conveyances  of  the  estate  by 
the  common  owner,  such  easements  are  not 
revived  or  treated  as  having  existed  dur- 
ing the  time  the  two  estates  were  in  the 
common  owner,  but  are  recreated  by  the 
conveyance  of  the  estates  separately,  and 
arise  from  the  application  of  the  principle 
that  whoever  grants  a  thing,  impliedly 
grants  whatever  may  be  necessary  for  the 
beneficial  enjoyment  of  the  thing  granted 
Miller  v.  Lapham  and  Hurlburt  v.  Firth, 
supra. 

Thus,  an  easement  of  way  which  has  been 
extinguished  by  the  union  of  title  and  pos- 
session of  the  dominant  and  servient  es- 
tate in  one  owner  may  be  revived  and  pass 
with  the  dominant  estate,  the  elements  of 
such  revivor  being  that  the  way  must  be 
apparent  and  the  use  continuous,  and  the 
way  necessary,  though  not  strictly  so,  to 
the  enjoyment  of  the  estate  granted.  Brown 
T.  Berry,  6  Coldw.  98. 

And  where  title  to  tenements  with  an 
alley  between  them  which  had  been  dedi- 
cated to  the  use  of  both  by  a  former  pro 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1909. 


GERMAN  SAVING  &  L.  CO.  v.  GORDON. 


337 


came  appurtenant  thereto.  An  easement  is 
a  right  in  one  person  to  do  certain  acts  on 
another's  land,  or  to  compel  such  other  to 
refrain  from  doing  certain  acts  thereon. 
Tiffany,  Real  Prop.  p.  677.  As  Mrs.  Gray 
placed  the  stairs  and  walk  on  her  own  land, 
the  le^l  title  to  which  she  retained  for  that 
purpose,  her  authority  to  use  the  way  can- 
not be  denominated  an  easement  within  the 
strict  definition  of  that  word.  The  owner 
of  an  entire  tract  of  land,  or  of  two  or  more 
adjoining  parcels,  may  so  employ  a  part 
thereof  as  to  create  a  seeming  servitude  in 
favor  of  another  portion  to  which  the  use 
becomes  appurtenant.  Lampman  v.  Milks, 
21  N.  Y.  505.  Such  use  is  tantamount  to  an 
easement  at  will,  so  long  as  the  unity  of 
ownership  continues.     Elliott  t.   Rhett,   6 


Rich.  L.  405,  57  Am.  Dee.  750,  759.  The 
servitude  referred  to  is  known  as  a  quasi 
easement.  Tiffany,  Real  Prop.  §  315.  "The 
servitude  of  the  civil  law,"  says  Mr.  Chief 
Justice  Lewis,  in  Kieffer  v.  Imhoff,  26  Pa. 
438,  442,  "has  a  much  wider  signification 
than  the  easement  of  the  common  law,  com- 
prehending many  rights  which,  in  the  latter, 
fall  under  the  division  of  profits  a  prendre." 
Though  there  is  a  distinction  between  the 
terms  adverted  to,  the  word  "servitude," 
where  employed  in  this  opinion,  will  be  used 
as  synonymous  with  the  phrase  "quasi  ease- 
ment." When  the  quasi  dominant  tenement 
is  conveyed  without  an  express  reference  in 
the  deed  to  the  servitude,  the  quasi  easement 
is  occasionally  held  to  have  been  impliedly 
granted,   and  at  other  times  not  to  have 


prietor  became  vested  in  the  same  person, 
and  the  use  of  the  alley  was  continued  by 
him  and  his  tenants  occupying  the  respec- 
tive tenements  as  before,  and  the  owner's 
interest  in  both  was  seized  and  sold  at 
sheriff's  sale  to  different  purchasers,  the 
right  of  way  in  the  alley,  upon  the  sever- 
ance of  the  title,  revived  and  continued  as 
it  existed  before  the  unity  of  title,  Kieffer 
V.  Imhoff,  supra. 

So,  the  right  to  use  an  alley  running  be- 
tween two  lots  of  land,  from  one  street  to  an- 
other, and  between  other  lots  of  land,  such  al- 
ley having  been  dedicated  to  the  use  of  lot 
ovrtiers  by  a  former  owner  of  the  property, 
constitutes  an  easement  which,  if  continuous, 
will  not  be  extinguished  by  merger  of  title  of 
the  said  two  lots  in  one  owner,  but  will  pass 
to  purchasers  and  holders  of  other  lots  upon 
the  alley,  and  the  purchaser  of  such  lots 
will  have  no  right  to  close  the  alley,  though 
the  measurement  in  his  deed  extend  to  the 
center  of  it  and  embrace  the  whole  of  it  be- 
tween his  lots;  the  consent  of  all  the  owners 
of  lots  bounding  on  the  alley  is  necessary 
to  authorize  it  to  be  closed.  McQarty  v. 
Kitchenman,  47  Pa.  239,  86  Am.  Dec.  538. 

And  where  there  were  two  mills  at  oppo- 
site ends  of  the  same  dam,  which,  after  be- 
ing owned  in  severalty  for  many  years,  be- 
cama  the  property  of  one  person,  who  mort- 
gaged them,  together  with  their  appurtenant 
water  right,  and  subsequently  mortgaged 
one  of  them  to  the  same  mortgagee,  and  the 
second  mortgage  was  foreclosed  and  the 
mortgagee  purchased,  and  he  conveyed  the 
mill  purchased  by  foreclosure  by  him,  to- 
gether with  the  mill  privilege  and  water 
power,  the  unity  of  title  did  not  operate 
to  change  the  water  right  appurtenant  to 
each  mill,  and  the  claim  of  the  grantee  of 
the  mill  sold  on  foreclosure,  that,  by  his 
deed,  he  acquired  the  whole  of  the  water 
power,  is  untenable.  Smith  v.  Dresselhouse, 
152  Mich.  451,  110  N.  W.  387. 

b.  Order  of  transfer  as  affecting  ease- 
ments. 

It  has  been  held  that  the  order  in  which 
two  parcels  of  land  were  conveyed  make? 
26  LJUi.(N.S.)  22 


no  difference  on  the  question  whether  or 
not  a  right  of  way  by  necessity  is  appur- 
tenant to  either.  Collins  v.  Prentice,  15 
Conn.  39,  38  Am.  Dec.  61. 

But  the  prevailing  rule  would  appear  to 
be  that  where  a  tract  of  land  is  severed  by 
a  conveyance  of  parts  to  two  persons  at 
different  times,  the  relative  rights  of  the 
two  tenements  must  be  taken  as  fixed  at 
the  time  of  the  severance  by  the  first  grant, 
and  unless  restrictive  words  are  used,  each 
will  retain  as  between  the  two  all  such  in- 
cidents and  easements  as  are  then  openly 
and  visibly  attached  to  and  used  by  it. 
Janes  v.  Jenkins,  34  Md.  1,  6  Am.  Rep.  300. 

Where  an  estate  is  severed  and  the  domi- 
nant tenement  is  first  granted,  all  quasi 
easements  which  have  been  enjoyed  as  ap- 
pended to  it  over  a  quasi  servient  tenement 
retained  by  the  grantor  pass  by  implica- 
tion.   Attrill  V.  Piatt,  10  Can.  S.  C.  425. 

And  a  conveyance  of  land  on  which  mills 
have  been  erected  which  were  supplied  with 
power  furnished  by  water  conveyed  to  them 
in  an  artificial  channel  carries  with  it  as 
appurtenant  the  right  to  the  use  of  the 
water  running  in  such  channel,  and  a  sub- 
sequent conveyance  by  the  same  grantor  of 
other  mills  on  the  same  stream  is  subject 
to  the  right  appurtenant  to  the  tract  first 
conveyed.  Shepardson  v.  Perkins,  58  N. 
H.  354. 

But  if  a  quasi  servient  tenement  is  first 
conveyed  without  expressly  providing  for 
the  continuance  of  the  easement,  there  is 
no  implied  reservation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
land  retained  by  the  vendor  except  of  ease- 
ments of  necessity;  and  no  distinction  is 
to  be  made  for  this  purpose  between  ease- 
ments which  are  apparent  and  those  which 
are  nonapparent.    Attrill  v.  Piatt,  supra. 

And  where  an  owner  of  a  lot  built  two 
houses  on  it,  leaving  an  alley  of  2}  feet 
in  width  between  them  open  to  the  street, 
and  communicating  at  the  inner  end  by 
gates  of  the  rear  yards  of  both  houses,  the 
timbers  of  one  of  the  houses  extending 
across  the  alley  from  the  upper  stories  and 
resting  in  the  wall  of  the  other  house,  and 
the  alley  was  used  as  a  common  passage- 
way by  the  occupants  of  both  houses,  a.nd, 
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passed,  depending  upon  the  nature  and  char- 
acter of  the  use  imposed  upon  the  quasi 
servient  tenement,  by  invoking  the  presump- 
tion that  the  parties  contracted  with  ref- 
erence to  the  conditions  of  the  property  at 
the  time  of  the  sale,  and  that  the  grantor 
intended  to  convey  a  right  to  use  the  qunsi 
easement,  and  that  the  grantee  reasonably 
expected  to  take  and  hold  such  right.  10 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  422;  John 
Hancock  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Patterson,  103 
Ind.  582,  63  Am.  Rep.  650,  2  K.  E.  188. 

In  Phillips  V.  Phillips,  48  Pa.  178,  86  Am. 
Dec.  677,  580,  in  speaking  of  a  quasi  ease- 
ment, which  survives  a  severance  of  the  ten- 
ements by  a  conveyance  of  the  quasi  domi- 
nant estate,  and  which  servitude  passes  by 
implied  grant,  Mr.  Justice   Thompson   ob- 


serves: "It  is  not  to  be  understood  by  this 
doctrine  that  any  temporary  oonvenienc* 
adopted  by  the  owner  of  property  is  within 
it.  By  all  the  authorities  it  is  confined  to 
cases  of  servitudes  of  a  permanent  nature^ 
notorious,  or  plainly  visible,  and  from  tlw 
character  of  which  it  may  be  presumed  that 
the  owner  was  desirous  of  their  preservation 
as  servitudes,  evidently  necessary  to  the  con- 
venient enjoyment  of  the  property  to  which 
they  belong,  and  not  for  the  purposes  of 
mere  pleasure."  The  courts  of  the  common 
law,  borrowing  tb .  terms  from  the  Code  of 
France,  recognize,  inter  alia,  the  classifica- 
tion of  servitudes  into  continuous  and  dis- 
continuous, in  defining  which  a  text  writer 
says:  "Continuous  are  those  of  which  the 
enjoyment  is  or  may  be  continual  without 


one  of  the  houses  was  sold  by  a  deed  in- 
cluding the  alley,  without  reservation  of 
any  right  in  it  to  the  occupants  of  the 
other  house,  and  the  other  house  was  sold, 
not  embracing  any  part  of  the  alley,  the 
owners  of  the  house  last  sold  get  no  right  to 
use  the  alley,  where  access  could  be  had 
to  the  yard  through  the  house  or  from  a 
lane  in  the  rear  of  the  premises.  Mitchell 
V.  Seipel,  63  Md.  251,  36  Am.  Rep.  404. 

And  where  a  person  owned  three  adjoin- 
ing houses,  and  a  drain  appurtenant  to  one 
extended  under  the  other  two  houses,  and 
he  sells  the  two  houses  under  which  the 
drain  passes  first,  and  subsequently  sells 
the  house  benefited  by  the  drain,  no  ease- 
ment is  implied.  Stuyvesant  v.  Early,  68 
App.  Div.  242,  68  N.  Y.  Supp.  762,  affirm- 
ing 33  Misc.  644,  68  N.  Y.  Supp.  903. 

In  the  above  case,  Butterworth  t.  Craw- 
ford, 46  N.  Y.  349,  7  Am.  Rep.  352,  and 
Munsion  v.  Reid,  46  Hun,  399,  supra,  III. 
c,  were  distinguished  upon  the  ground  that 
they  were  cases  in  which  the  premises  upon 
which  the  easement  was  sought  to  be  im- 
posed were  conveyed  by  the  owner  prior  to 
the  conveyance  of  the  premises  for  whose 
benefit  an  easement  was  sought  to  be  im- 
plied. 

So,  where  title  to  a  plot  of  land  upon 
which  was  a  house,  was  in  the  estate  of  a 
deceased  person,  and  the  executor  sold  half 
of  the  plot,  a  portion  of  which  was  covered 
by  the  wall  of  the  house,  to  one  person, 
and  subsequently  sold  the  remaining  half  to 
another  person,  the  second  purchaser  has 
no  easement  in  the  first  purchaser's  prem- 
ises for  the  support  of  the  wall  of  her 
house,  the  alleged  servient  estate  having 
been  conveyed  by  the  common  owner  with- 
out reservation  before  the  alles^d  dominant 
estate  was  sold,  and  the  situation  being 
such  that  a  mere  inspection  of  the  premises 
would  not  disclose  the  projection,  but  it 
would  require  a  measurement  or  survey. 
Sloat  V.  McDougall,  30  N.  Y.  S.  R.  812,  9 
N.  Y.  Supp.  631. 

And  where  two  persons  were  tenants  un- 
der the  same  landlord  of  adjoining  farms 
near  the  seacoast,  to  which  a  highway  ran 
through  one  of  the  farms,  and  the  other 
'iii  L,R.A.(N.S.) 


farm  communicated  with  the  highway  by  a 
private  road,  and  from  a  point  on  that 
farm  and  on  the  private  road  an  ancient 
lane  ran  to  the  higliway  a  shorter  distance 
from  the  seacoast,  which  was  level,  whereas 
the  private  road  was  steep  and  hilly,  and 
this  lane  was  used  by  the  occupant  of  the 
property  for  many  years,  and  subsequently 
the  landlord  granted  the  piece  of  property 
over  which  the  lane  ran  to  the  lessee  there- 
of by  deed,  containing  no  reference  to  the 
lane,  but  including  the  soil  of  the  lane,  and 
later  he  leased  the  other  farm  and  all 
houses,  buildings,  and  appurtenances  there- 
to belonging  to  the  other  tenants,  in  which 
lease  no  specific  mention  was  made  of  the 
lane,  the  first  lease  did  not  amount  to  a 
demise  of  the  soil  free  from  the  right  of 
way,  the  lessor  not  being  in  possession  at 
the  date  of  the  lease,  and  could  not  make 
such  A  demise  without  derogating  from  his 
grant  to  the  other  lessee,  and  there  being 
an  implied  reservation  of  the  right  of  way 
out  of  the  first  lease,  so  that  the  right  of 
way  passed  to  the  second  lessee  by  his  lease 
tmder  the  word  "appurtenances."  Thomas 
v.  Owen,  L.  R.  20  Q.  B.  Div.  225. 

c.  Mode   and   extent   of   enjoyment   o/ 
easement. 

An  appurtenance  which  is  conveyed  by 
general  terms  in  a  grant  of  a  part  of  one's 
estate  must  be  something  which  necessarily 
attaches  to  the  land  conveyed  as  a  matter 
of  right;  and  the  use  of  the  word  "appurte- 
nances" does  not  convey  a  right  which  the 
grantor  was  not  authorized  to  impose  upon 
adjoining  land,  or  render  the  grantor  liabl« 
for  the  breach  of  warranty.  Green  r.  Col- 
lins, 86  N.  Y.  246,  iO  Am.  Rep.  531. 

And  a  right  of  way  of  necessity  existing 
in  favor  of  a  person  is  not  a  fixed  and 
located  way,  absolutely  vested  in  him,  but 
is  qualified  by  the  necessity  in  which  It 
originated,  and  is  varied  or  ceases  as  that 
necessity  varies  or  ceases.  Seeley  t.  Bishop, 
19  Conn.  128. 

And  a  purchaser  of  real  estate  to  which 
an  apparent  easement  is  attached  is  afTected 
with  notice  of  the  true  origin  and  history 
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the  necessity  of  any  actual  interference  by 
man, — aa  a  watw  spout  or  a  right  of  light 
or  air.  Discontinuous  are  those  the  enjoy- 
ment of  wliich  can  be  had  only  by  the  inter- 
ferenee  of  man, — as  rights  of  way,  or  a 
right  to  draw  water."  Washb.  Easements, 
2d  ed.  *13.  "The  test  of  continuousness," 
says  a  text  writer,  "is  tliat  there  is  an  al- 
teration or  arrangement  of  a  tenement 
which  makes  one  part  of  it  dependent  in 
some  measure  upon  another.  This  altera- 
tion or  arrangement  must  be  intended  to  be 
permanent  in  ita  nature."  Jones,  Ease- 
ments, §  143.  It  is  generally  held  that,  up- 
on the  conveyance  of  a  quasi  dominant  tene- 
ment, a  quasi  easement  appurtenant  there- 
to which  is  continuous  passes  by  implied 
grant,   14  Cye.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  1168.    Where 


the  owner  of  land  makes  one  part  of  it 
servient  to  another  by  an  obvious  and 
reasonably  permanent  alteration,  and  con- 
veys the  dominant  part,  his  grantee  takes 
such  portion  benefited  by  the  easement  which 
the  change  effected.  Cihak  T.  Klekr,  117 
111.  643,  7  N.  E.  Ill;  Kelly  v.  Dunning,  43 
N.  J.  Eq.  62,  10  Atl.  276;  Simmons  v.  Clo<m- 
an,  81  N.  Y.  667.  An  author  states  this 
legal  principle  as  follows:  "The  rule  is 
general  that  where  one  conveys  a  part  of  bis 
^tate,  he  impliedly  grants  all  those  ap- 
parent or  visible  easements  upon  the  part 
retained  which  were  at  the  time  used  by 
the  grantor  for  the  benefit  of  the  part  con- 
veyed, and  which  are  reasonably  necessary 
for  the  use  of  that  part."  Jones,  Ease- 
ments, §  120.    It  is  held  by  some  of  the 


of  that  easement,  and  can  derive  no  rights 
thereto  inconsistent  with  such  origin  and 
history.    O'Brien's  Appeal,  11  W.  N.  C.  229. 

So,  an  existing  right  of  way  cannot  be 
enlarged  or  altered  by  uses  not  contem- 
plated by  the  parties  at  the  time  of  its 
creation.     Cartv's  Appeal,  5  W.  N.  0.  241. 

And  servitudes  created  by  a  grant  or 
transfer  of  land  must  correspond  to  the 
benefits  or  burdens  existing  at  the  time  of 
the  transfer;  and  though  an  easement  ex- 
isted in  one  of  two  adjoining  tracts  owned 
by  the  same  person  over  an  adjoining  tract, 
a  severance  of  the  tracts  does  not  create 
an  easement  or  continue  the  quasi  ease- 
ment, where  the  use  had  l)epn  discontinued 
for  some  time  at  the  time  of  the  severance. 
Oliver  v.  Burnett,  10  Cal.  App.  403,  102 
Pac.  223. 

And  where  a  tract  of  land  has  an  ease- 
ment for  a  right  of  way  across  another 
tract,  for  the  purpose  of  access,  a  subdivi- 
sion and  sale  of  part  will  not  create  a  dif- 
ferent and  additional  easement  across  the 
other  tract.  Empire  Bridge  Co.  v.  Larkin 
Soap  Co.  69  Misc.  46,  109  N.  Y.  Supp.  1062, 
aflirmed  in  117  N.  Y.  Supp.  1134. 

Nor,  when  a  parcel  of  land  is  sold  for  a 
specific  purpose,  and  conveyed  without 
reservation,  will  the  law  imply  in  favor 
of  the  vendor  a  right  of  way  of  necessity 
over  or  through  the  land  sold,  inconsistent 
with  the  object  of  the  purchase.  Seeley  T. 
Bishop,  supra. 

And  while  a  sale  by  several  owners  of 
two  wharves  and  a  small  dock  between 
them,  used  in  connection  with  them,  front- 
ing on  a  river,  passes  to  the  grantee  by  im- 
plication of  law  an  easement  in  the  use  of 
the  dock,  no  implication  or  presumption  of 
law  in  favor  of  a  different  or  more  ex- 
tended use  of  the  dock  can  arise  in  such 
case,  where  the  conveyance  contains  a  spe- 
cial contract  with  reference  to  the  use  of 
such  dock.  Hardy  t.  McCullough,  23  Gratt. 
261. 

And  where  a  person  was  the  owner  of 
two  lots  fronting  upon  a  railroad,  the 
larger  of  which  he  used  as  a  coal  yard,  and 
Under  a  license  from  the  railroad  company 
he  connected  its  tracks  with  the  coal  yard 
80  l,.RJV.(N.S.) 


by  a  siding  passing  across  a  portion  of  the 
smaller  lot,  and  over- this  siding  he  carried 
on  the  traffic  of  a  coal  dealer,  and  he  after- 
wards sold  the  smaller  lot  without  any 
terms  as  to  ways  or  encumbrances,  and 
after  the  sale  he  established  another  busi- 
ness on  his  larger  lot  in  addition  to  the 
coal  business,  and  used  the  siding  for  the 
passage  of  cars  employed  in  both  trades,  he 
IS  properly  restricted  by  a  decree  of  the 
court  below  to  such  use  of  the  siding  as 
existed  at  the  'time  of  the  sale  of  the  small- 
er lot;  to  wit,  the  carrying  on  of  the  coal 
business.    Carty's  Appeal,  supra. 

So,  the  use  by  the  owner  of  a  lot  of  such 
lot  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  on  it 
stairways  and  woodsheds  in  connection  with 
other  lots,  and  of  depositing  on  it  ashes 
and  rubbish,  will  not  create  an  easement 
which,  upon  the  conveyance  or  devise  there- 
of without  words  of  exception  or  reserva- 
tion, would  be,  as  against  it,  annexed  to 
the  adjoining  lot.  Sullivan  t.  Ryan,  130 
Mass.  116. 

But  a  way  of  necessity  is  not  limited  to 
such  use  as  was  necessary  in  the  condition 
in  which  the  land  conveyed  was  at  the  time, 
but  may  be  used  for  purposes  made  neces- 
sary by  a  change  in  its  use,  such  as  the 
erection  of  a  dwelling  house  upon  it.  Myers 
V.  Dunn,  49  Conn.  71. 

And  a  right  of  way  appurtenant  to  a 
leased  house  includes  not  only  a  right  of 
the  lessee  to  use  it,  but  a  right  of  any 
other  person  who,  with  the  lessee's  permis- 
sion, visits  the  house  for  a  lawful  purpose. 
Com.  v.  Burford,  225  Pa.  93,  73  Atl.  1064. 

And  if  the  owner  of  two  adjacent  lots 
of  ground  uses  one  for  the  benefit  of  the 
other  in  such  a  manner  that,  if  the  lots 
had  been  owned  by  different  persons,  it 
would  be  presumed  that  an  easement  ex- 
isted in  favor  of  one  parcel  and  a  servitude 
was  imposed  upon  the  otlier,  then,  upon  the 
conveyance  by  the  owner  of  the  former  lot, 
the  purchaser  would  be  entitled  to  the  ease- 
ment against  the  other  tenement,  provided  the 
easement  be  continuous,  apparent,  and  nec- 
essary for  the  reasonable  enjoyment  of  the 
property  granted.  Eliason  T.  Grove,  85  M4t 
215,  30  A\\.  844, 
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state  courts  of  last  resort  that  the  grantee 
of  a  quasi  dominant  tenement  does  not  take 
by  implied  g^ant  a  continuous  and  apparent 
quasi  easement,  except  in  cases  where  such 
servitude  is  a  necessity.  14  Cyc.  Law  & 
Proc.  p.  1168.  The  weight  of  authority, 
however,  supports  the  doctrine  that  "reason- 
able necessity"  is  the  proper  gauge  for  de- 
termining whether  or  not  the  servitude 
passes  by  implied  grant.  10  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  424;  Tiffany,  Real  Prop. 
§  317.  The  rule  generally  obtains  that  a 
discontinuous  quasi  easement  does  not  pass 
upon  a  conveyance  of  the  dominant  tene- 
ment, unless  the  deed  is  sufficient  in  form 
expressly  to  create  a  servitude  de  novo.  14 
Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  1168;  Jones,  Easements, 
S  145;  Kelly  v.  Dunning,  supra.    An  excep- 


tion to  this  rule  is  recognized  where  the 
quasi  easement  consists  of  a  formed  or  aa 
inclosed  road  or  way.  Jones,  Easements, 
§§  254,  205.  Thus,  a  lane  evidenced  by 
fences  and  used  as  a  private  way  in  con- 
nection with  a  quasi  dominant  tenement  was 
held  by  the  supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania 
to  have  passed  as  an  appurtenant  upon  a 
severance  of  the  premises  by  an  implied 
devise  of  the  servitude.  Phillips  t.  Phillips, 
48  Pa.  178,  86  Am.  Dec.  577.  The  deviation 
from  the  general  rule  adverted  to  has  been 
followed  by  the  court  which  first  formulated 
the  exception.  Overdeer  v.  Updegraff,  69 
Pa.  110,  119.  In  that  case,  though  the  ease- 
ment was  specifically  mentioned  in  the 
grant,  the  court,  referring  to  the  servitude, 
remarks:     "But  if  there  had  been  no  ex- 


So,  the  general  rule  is  that  where  an 
easement  is  secured  to  a  dominant  estate, 
and  is  designed  to  benefit  the  same,  it  will 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  owners  of  the 
several  parts  into  which  such  estate  may 
be  divided,  provided  the  burden  upon  the 
servient  estate  is  not  thereby  enhanced. 
Outerbridge  v.  Phelps,  13  Jones  &  S.  S35, 
13  Abb.  N.  C,  117. 

An  owner  of  a  dominant  tenement  may 
subdivide  it  into  as  many  parcels  as  he 
pleases,  and  the  easement  will  be  appurte- 
nant to  each;  but  he  cannot  extend  it  or 
attach  it  to  other  premises  which  he  may 
acquire.    McMakin  v.  Magee,  13  Phila.  105. 

And  the  rule  that  a  conveyance  of  one 
of  two  contiguous  lots  or  parcels  of  land 
belonging  to  the  same  persons  carries  with 
it  an  easement  existing  at  the  time  of  the 
conveyance,  and  reasonably  necessary  for 
the  enjoyment  of  the  land  granted,  applies 
whether  the  easement  existed  in  the  state 
of  nature,  or  whether  it  had  been  artificially 
annexed  to  the  land  granted,  prior  to  the 
making  of  the  grant.  Fltzpatrick  v.  Mik, 
24  Mo.  App.  43S. 

And  in  determining  what  and  how  much 
shall  pass  as  an  incident  appurtenant  to 
that  in  terms  conveyed  by  a  grant  of  a  mill 
site  and  appurtenances,  it  is  the  necessity 
of  the  mill  for  its  full  and  free  enjoyment 
which  controls.  Voorhees  v.  Burchard,  65 
N.  Y.  98. 

So,  where  a  person  owns  one  mill  on 
one  side  of  a  river  and  two  mills  upon  the 
other,  furnished  with  power  by  the  same 
dam,  and  he  conveys  the  one  mill  with  one 
half  the  river  and  dam,  reserving  to  him- 
self the  two  mills  upon  the  other  side,  with 
all  the  privileges  thereto  belonging,  the 
measure  of  the  quantity  of  water  reserved 
is  to  be  determined  as  of  the  date  of  the 
deed  containing  the  reservation,  and  is  such 
a  quantity  as  was  then  necessary  to  operate 
the  mills  as  they  were  then  constructed, 
having  reference  to  the  depth  at  which  the 
water  was  taken  from  the  dam,  and  the 
wheel  or  wheels  then  in  use,  and  the  num- 
ber of  stones  driven.  Miller  t.  Lapham, 
44  Vt.  416. 

And  where  the  upper  portion  of  a  tract 
?§  ;.,R.A.^N.S.) 


of  land  was  used  for  mining  and  the  lower 
portion  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  the 
tract  was  crossed  by  a  natural  water  course 
which  passed  through  the  tract  devoted  to 
mining,  and  from  thence  down  through  the 
agricultural  portion,  and  the  stream  was 
used  for  the  purpose  of  draining  the  mine, 
and  the  title  was  severed  by  a  separation 
of  the  ownership  of  the  agricultural  from 
the  mining  parts,  the  owner  of  the  agricul- 
tural portion  cannot  have  the  owner  of  the 
mining  portion  restricted  from  throwing 
water,  gravel,  rock,  or  other  waste  mate- 
rials upon  his  land,  where  this  use  of  the 
stream  was  not  different  from  the  use  made 
of  it  when  there  was  a  unity  of  ownership 
of  the  whole.  Hall  v.  Morton,  125  Mo.  App. 
315,  102  S.  W.  570. 

So,  where  a  landowner  contracts  to  grant 
a  lease  of  a  vacant  piece  of  land  when  a 
house  of  a  specified  character  is  built  there- 
on, and  accordingly  a  house  is  built  ana 
a  lease  of  the  house  and  land  is  granted, 
the  doctrine  that  a  grantor  cannot  dero- 
gate from  his  grant  must  be  applied  not  to 
the  vacant  piece  of  land,  but  to  the  land 
with  the  house  on  it,  according  to  the  con- 
tract, which  must  be  taken,  for  this  pur- 
pose, to  have  been  fulfilled.  Pollard  v.  Gare 
[1001]  1  Oh.  834. 

d.  Method  of  transfer  as  affecting. 

1.  Alienation  "by  devolution  and  divi- 
sion in  case  of  death. 

Where  real  estate  is  so  employed  by  the 
owner  that  the  use  of  one  parcel  creates  an 
easement  in  that  parcel  and  a  servitude  up- 
on another,  that  condition  will  inhere  up- 
on distribution  among  the  heirs,  and  the 
right  will  pass  to  the  one  taking  the  domi- 
nant parcel  as  by  a  grant.  Mason  v.  Hor- 
ton,  07  Vt.  266,  48  Am.  St.  Rep.  817,  31 
Atl.  291. 

And  upon  partition  of  real  estate  between 
heirs  of  the  owner,  each  heir  takes  his  share 
of  land  subject  to  any  apparent,  permanent, 
continuous,  and  reasonably  necessary  quasi 
easement  which  existed  thereon  for  the  bene- 
fit of  another  part  of  suph  r«a)  estate  «( 
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press  reservation  of  the  right  to  the  use  of 
the  alley  in  the  conditions  of  sale,  and  in 
the  deed  executed  and  delivered  to  the  pur- 
chaser, the  latter  would  have  taken  it  sub- 
ject to  the  servitude  imposed  upon  it  by  the 
decedent  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  occu- 
pants of  the  adjoining  lot.  It  was  a  con- 
tinuous and  apparent  easement,  and  the  law 
is  well  settled  that  in  such  a  case  the  pur- 
chaser, whether  at  private  or  judicial  sale, 
takes  the  property  subject  to  the  easement." 
It  will  be  observed  from  the  language  last 
quoted  that  the  word  "continuous"  is  used 
to  qualify  the  word  "easement."  As  the 
servitude  there  referred  to  was  an  alley,  it 
is  difficult  to  understand  how  the  way 
could  have  been  designated  as  "continuous." 
That  part  of  the  opinion  set  forth  herein 


was  evidently  not  necessary  to  a  decision  of 
the  question  involved.  In  Cannon  v.  Boyd, 
73  Pa.  179,  181,  land  that  was  subject  to 
a  mortgage  was  platted  by  the  owner  of  the 
premises,  who  built  on  tw^  adjoining  lots, 
on  one  of  which  was  an  alley  that  was  used 
in  connection  with  the  other  lot.  The  land 
was  sold  in  distinct  lots  under  the  mort- 
gage, and  it  was  determined  that  the  first 
lot  was  sold  subject  to  the  use  of  the  alley, 
although  no  reference  was  made  to  it  in  the 
sheriff's  deed.  In  deciding  that  case,  Mr. 
Justice  Williams,  speaking  for  the  court, 
says:  "Where  a  continuous  and  apparent 
easement  or  servitude  is  imposed  by  the 
owner  on  one  portion  of  his  real  estate, 
for  the  benefit  of  another,  the  law  is  well 
settled  that  a  purchaser  at  private  or  judi- 


the  death  of  the  ancestor,  unless  the  exist- 
ence of  such  quasi  easement  had  been  dis- 
continued by  the  heirs  before  partition,  or 
provision  was  made  by  the  partition  for  its 
discontinuance.  Johnson  v.  Gould,  60  W. 
Va.  84,  63  S.  E.  798;  Bell  v.  Bell,  7  Ohio  N. 
P.   160. 

A  partition  of  real  estate  among  heirs 
carries  with  it  by  implication  the  same 
right  of  way  from  one  part  to  and  over  the 
oUter  as  had  been  plainly  and  obviously  en- 
joyed by  the  common  ancestor,  in  so  far  as 
it  is  reasonably  necessary  for  the  enjoyment 
of  each  part.  Ellis  v.  Bassett,  128  Ind.  118, 
25  Am.  St.  Rep.  421,  27  N.  E.  344;  Nic- 
hoUs  V.  Nicholls,  81  L.  T.  N.  S.  811. 

And  an  owner  of  three  lots,  who  con- 
structed a  private  sewer  from  his  dwelling 
on  one  of  them  across  the  other  two  lots 
to  a  street  sewer,  has  a  quasi  easement  for 
the  sewer  on  the  other  two  lots  for  the 
benefit  of  the  resident  lot,  and  upon  sever- 
ance thereof  by  devise  of  the  other  two 
lots  to  his  widow,  she  took  them  subject  to 
an  easement  in  them  for  the  benefit  of  the 
dwelling  house  lot.  Jones  v.  Sanders,  138 
Cal.  405,  71  Pac.  606. 

So,  where  lands  belonging  to  an  estate 
are  set  off  to  heirs  in  severalty  by  deeds 
of  division,  a  right  of  way  of  necessity  at- 
taches to  the  lands  assigned,  without  any 
express  provision  therefor.  Viall  v.  Carpen- 
ter, 14  Gray,  127. 

And  upon  partition  of  a  farm  descended 
from  an  ancestor  between  his  heirs,  where- 
by they  in  effect  provide  for  the  continuance 
of  an  apparent,  permanent,  continuous,  and 
reasonably  necessary  quasi  easement  which 
existed  at  the  death  of  the  ancestor  upon 
a  part  of  the  farm,  for  the  benefit  of  an- 
other part  thereof,  and  convey  to  one  of  the 
heirs  the  servient  part,  and  to  other  of  the 
heirs  the  dominant  part,  the  one  to  whom 
the  servient  part  is  thus  conveyed  has  no 
right  so  to  change  the  physical  condition 
thereof  as  materially  and  permanently  to  in- 
terfere with  or  destroy  such  easement. 
Johnson  v.  Gould,  supra. 

Nor  is  a  right  of  way  over  one  of  two 
lots  conveyed  by  the  same  owner  to  differ-' 
ent  purchasers  affected  by  the  fact  that  the 
!!6  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


different  parcels  were  conveyed  by  the  exec- 
utors of  a  deceased  owner  under  a  decree 
of  the  probate  court.  Collins  v.  Prentice, 
15  Conn.  39,  38  Am.  Dec.  61. 

So,  when  the  real  estate  of  a  deceased  per- 
son is  divided  among  his  heirs  by  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  probate  court,  a 
right  of  way  of  necessity  or  by  implication 
may  exist  over  one  part  to  another  part 
of  the  estate.  Goodall  v.  Godfrey,  63  Vt 
219,  38  Am.  Rep.  071. 

And  where  a  severance  of  an  estate  con- 
sisting of  two  or  more  heritages  occurs  by 
reason  of  the  death  of  the  common  owner 
and  the  laws  of  descent  and  dower,  and  an 
allotment  of  dower  is  made  under  the  stat- 
ute, the  doweress,  in  the  absence  of  any  re- 
strictions in  the  proceedings,  is  entitled  to 
take  the  portion  alloted  to  her  as  it  exist- 
ed at  the  time;  and  if  conveniences  provid- 
ed for  such  portion  by  the  common  owner 
were  continuous  and  apparent,  and  neces- 
sary to  the  reasonable  enjoyment  of  it,  they 
will  be  presumed  to  have  been  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  commissioners  in  al- 
lotting dower,  and  regarded  as  a  charge 
upon  the  other  portions  in  favor  of  that  al- 
lotted, and  as  passing  the  estate  by  opera- 
tion of  law.    Morrison  v.  King,  62  111.  30. 

And  if,  on  the  division  of  the  real  estate 
of  a  deceased  person  among  his  heirs,  a 
right  of  way  is  appurtenant  to  the  portion 
set  out  SB  dower,  and  not  simply  appurte- 
nant to  the  freehold  estate  of  the  dowager, 
it  is  not  extinguished  by  the  death  of  the 
widow,  and  passes  to  the  grantee  or  pur- 
chaser.   Goodall  V.  Godfrey,  supra. 

And  where  a  widow  had  a  dower  interest 
in  the  west  half  of  a  brick  building  consist- 
ing of  four  stories  and  a  basement,  standing 
in  a  wholesaling  neighborhood,  and  the  own- 
er of  the  east  half  also  owned  the  reversion 
of  her  portion,  and  there  was  no  communi- 
cation between  the  two  parts  below  the  sec- 
ond story,  and  only  one  set  of  staircases, 
which  was  on  the  east  side,  she  has  no 
right  of  way  of  the  staircases,  and  cannot 
enjoin  him  from  taking  out  the  stairway 
and  closing  up  the  communication  between 
the  two  halves  of  the  building,  where  the 
stairway  was  not  a  way  of  necessity,  and 
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cial  Bale,  in  the  absence  of  an  express  reser- 
vation or  agreement  on  the  subject,  takes 
the  property  subject  to  the  easement  or 
servitude."  It  will  be  seen  that  the  word 
"continuous"  is  again  used  by  that  court  to 
qualify  a  servitude  which  was  discontinuous. 
Though  the  cases  which  thus  follow  the  au- 
thority of  Phillips  T.  Phillips,  supra,  relate 
to  ways,  and  support  the  principal  case, 
the  use  of  the  word  "continuous,"  to  which 
attention  has  been  called,  would  ordinarily 
seem  to  weaken  the  exception  originally 
TCCOgnized. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  two  later 
decisions  adverted  to  are  based  on  the  facts 
involved,  and  not  on  a  misconception  of  the 
l^al  principle  applicable  thereto,  and  that 
the  word   "continuous"  was   inadvertently 


used.  It  is  possible  that  such  word  was 
employed  to  express  the  idea  that  the  way 
had  been  continuously  used,  and  not  to  in- 
dicate a  "continuous"  quasi  easement  within 
the  ci^nmonly  accepted  meaning  of  that 
term.  If  so,  the  word  was  inaccurately 
used,  and  the  conclusion  reached  in  the  two 
cases  cited  is  compatible  with  the  exception 
noted  in  the  original  case.  It  may  be  that 
the  word  "continuous"  as  thus  employed 
was  used  as  a  synonym  for  "apparent." 
Such  meaning  has  been  given  to  the  terms. 
Thus,  in  Fetters  v.  Humphreys,  18  N.  J. 
Eq.  260,  262,  in  referring  to  the  subject,  it 
is  said:  "A  privilege  or  right  attached  to 
one  tenement  or  parcel  of  land  to  enjoy 
some  benefit  in  or  over  another  tenement 
or  parcel  is  called  an  easement  of  the  domi- 


the  changes  tended  to  increase  the  value  of 
the  building.  Scott  v.  Palms,  48  Mich.  606, 
12  N.  W.  677. 

The  rule  that,  on  the  severance  of  two 
tenements,  no  right  to  use  ways  which,  dur- 
ing the  unity  of  possession,  have  been  used 
and  enjoyed  in  fact,  passes  to  the  owner  of 
the  dissevered  tenement,  unless  there  be 
something  in  the  conveyance  to  show  an  in- 
tention to  create  the  right  to  use  these  ways 
de  novo,  applies,  however,  with  respect  to 
wills  as  well  as  to  deeds.  Pearson'  v.  Spen- 
cer, 1  Best  &  S.  571. 

And  where  the  owner  of  a  large  farm  ly- 
ing on  both  sides  of  a  highway,  and  through 
which  a  stream  flowed,  rising  on  the  part 
lying  above  the  highway,  diverted  the  water 
by  means  of  an  aqueduct  for  the  use  of  his 
two  buildings,  one  above  and  the  other  be- 
low the  road,  and  so  arranged  it  that,  at 
the  upper  dwelling,  all  the  water  could  be 
controlled  and  prevented  from  running  to 
the  lower  one,  and  used  the  water  in  this 
manner  for  years  before  his  death,  and  aft- 
er his  death  commissioners  partitioned  his 
land  and  assigned  dower,  giving  the  land 
above  the  road  partly  to  the  widow  and 
partly  to  one  of  the  heirs,  and  afterwards, 
by  order  of  the  court,  sold  and  conveyed  the 
land  below  the  road,  the  transaction  consti- 
tuted a  severance  of  the  unity  of  title,  but 
the  commissioner's  deed  passed  no  title  to 
the  easement,  there  being  no  express  grant 
of  it,  and  it  not  being  necessary  to  the  en- 
joyment of  the  property,  and  the  widow  and 
heir  took  their  part  free  from  any  encum- 
brance, to  the  same  extent  as  if  the  original 
owner  had  conveyed  it  to  them  without  re- 
serving the  easement.  Brakely  v.  Sharp,  9 
N.  J.  Eq.  9. 

And  an  assignment  of  dower  and  home- 
stead by  metes  and  bounds  does  not  give  the 
assignee  an  implied  easement  in  the  rest 
of  the  land  that  is  not  necessary  for  the 
enjoyment  of  the  part  assigned  to  her. 
Smith  V.  Smith,  62  N.  H.  429;  Smith  v. 
Blanpied,  62  K.  H.  652. 

Kor  does  a  right  of  way  by  implication 
or  from  necessity  arise  upon  the  partition 
of  an  estate  among  heirs,  unless  the  way 
previously  existed,  or  unless  it  was  ♦'»e  nlain 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


.  intention  of  the  parties  to  impose  the  servl- 
I  tude.     Murphy  v.  Lincoln,  63  Vt.  278,  22 
Atl.  418. 

I     And  where  a  person  died  leaving  a  large 
I  farm  through  which  was  an  artificial  water 
I  course,  and  proceedings  were  had  for  parli- 
;  tion  among  the  heirs,  and  a  portion  of  the 
i  farm  through  which  ran  the  artificial  water 
course  was  set  off  to  part  of  the  lieirs,  and 
another  portion  was  sold  under  order  of  the 
court,  the  act  of  the  commissioners  in  mak- 
ing the  partition  and  the  sale  was  not  such 
severance   of   the  unity  of  title   as  would 
govern  the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the  en- 
joyment of  the  water  course,  and  the  pur- 
cliasers    were    entitled    to  the     enjoyment 
thereof  as  it  existed  at  the  time  of  the  sale. 
Brakely  v.  Sharp,  10  N.  J.  Eq.  206,  revers- 
ing 9  N.  J.  Eq.  9. 

S.  Severance  by  partUlon. 

Each  of  the  several  parcels  of  land  allot- 
ted in  a  partition  proceeding  is  subject  to 
the  benefits  and  burdens  of  an  existing  pass- 
ageway as  between  it  and  the  other  parcels, 
though  there  is  no  reference  to  pass  ways 
in  the  deed  of  partition,  and  a  subsequent 
purchaser  of  a  part  of  one  of  the  lots  takes 
it  subject  to  an  existing  pass  way  between 
it  and  that  part  of  the  lot  retained  by  the 
vendor.  Muir  v.  Cox,  110  JKy.  560,  02  S. 
W.  723. 

And  where  land  allotted  by  order  of  the 
court  in  a  proceeding  for  partition  is  so 
situated  that  one  of  the  parts  would  be  en- 
titled to  a  way  of  necessity  if  an  allotment 
were  made  by  deed  from  all  the  other  tene- 
ments in  common,  the  eiTect  of  the  allot- 
ment by  order  of  the  court  is  to  create  a 
way  of  necessity.  Blum  v.  Weston,  102 
Cal.  362,  41  Am.  St.  Rep.  188,  36  Pac  778. 

And  heirs  between  whom  partition  of 
lands  descended  has  been  made  take  in  sev- 
eralty the  estate  allotted,  with  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  incidents  inherently  attached 
to  it;  and  one  heir,  who  has  been  allotted 
the  upper  part  of  a -farm  on  a  river,  through 
the  whole  of  which  farm  a  ditch  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drainage  had  been  dug  and  kept 
open  by  the  common  ancestor,  is  entitled  to 
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mto  .tenement,  to  whidi  it  belongs,  and  a 
servitude  upon  the  servient  tenement,  or 
that  in  which  it  exists.  These  easementg 
are  either  apparent  and  continuous,  or  not 
so.  Apparent  or  continuous  easements  are 
thoae  depending  upon  some  artificial  struc- 
ture upon,  or  natural  formation  of,  the 
servient  tenement,  obvious  and  permanent, 
which  constitutes  the  easement  or  is  the 
means  of  enjoying  it;  as  the  bed  of  a  run- 
ning stream,  an  overhanging  roof,  a  pipe 
for  conveying  water,  a  drain,  or  a  sewer. 
Konapparent  or  aoncontinuous  easements 
are  such  that  have  no  means  specially  con- 
structed or  appropriated  to  their  enjc^- 
ment,  and  that  are  enjoyed  at  intervals, 
leaving  between  these  intervals  no  visible 
sign  of  their  existence,  such  as  a  right  of 


way,  or  right  of  drawing  a  seine  upon  tha 
shore."  If  the  interpretation  thus  imparted 
be  correct,  it  follows  that  there  is  no  incon- 
sistency in  the  Pennsylvania  cases  to  which 
attention  has  been  called.  In  Martin  T. 
Murphy,  221  111.  632,  77  N.  E.  1126,  the  syl- 
labus is  as  follows:  "Where  the  owner  of 
several  lots  having  no  alley  at  the  rear  builds 
a  walk,  making  a  passageway  from  the  in* 
side  lot  across  the  others,  upon  the  convey- 
ance  by  such  owner  of  one  of  the  lots  with- 
out reference  to  the-passageway  across  it  be- 
ing made  in  the  deed,  an  easement  of  pas- 
sage becomes  at  once  appurtenant  to  the  oth- 
er lots  if  the  marks  of  the  burden  be  open  and 
visible,  and  passes  with  such  lots,  whether 
mentioned  in  the  deeds  of  conveyance  or 
not;  and  each  subsequent  purchaser  takes 


have  the  ditch  kept  open  through  the  low- 
er allotment  of  the  farm  to  another  heir. 
Powell  V.  Riley,  15  Lea,  163. 

So,  a  way  of  necessity  is  created  on  the 
partition  of  lands,  in  the  absence  of  any- 
thing in  the  record  to  the  contrary,  if  such 
way  would  have  been  created  in  favor  of  one 
of  the  parcels  by  its  conveyance  or  devise 
by  the  common  ancestor.  Ritchey  v.  Welsh, 
14S  Ind.  214,  40  L.R.A.  105,  48  N.  E.  1031. 

And  a  way  of  necessity  is  created  when 
eotenants  partition  land  by  voluntary  con- 
veyance, by  which  a  tract  is  set  apart  to 
one  of  them,  not  fronting  upon  any  public 
highway,  and  which  can  be  reached  from  a 
public  highway  only  by  crossing  the  lands 
of  a  third  person,  or  a  tract  set  apart  to 
another  of  such  eotenants.  Palmer  v.  Pal- 
mer, 150  N.  Y.  139,  65  Am.  St  Rep.  653, 
44  N.   E.  066. 

So,  where  tenants  in  common  had  for 
many  years  used  a  pass  way  over  the  land 
in  going  to  and  from  it,  upon  a  partition 
being  had,  each  owner  was  entitled  to  the 
use  of  the  pass  way  over  the  existing  route 
for  the  purpose  of  passing  or  hauling  to  and 
from  his  parcel  oi  the  land,  its  use  being 
reasonably  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
CDaniel  v.  Baxter,  112  Ky.  334,  65  S.  W. 
805. 

And  upon  partition  between  the  owners 
of  three  lots  and  an  alley,  the  lots  all  front- 
ing on  public  streets  and  abutting  upon  the 
alley,  which,  was  then  and  for  years  had  been 
used  OS  a  means  of  access  to  the  rear  of  the 
lots,  deeds  executed  which  refer  to  the  alley 
as  a  boundary  convey  subject  to  an  ease- 
ment in  the  alley  for  the  grantee  of  each 
respective  lot,  as  appurtenant  thereto.  Hut- 
temeier  v.  Albro,  18  N.  Y.  48. 

A  deed  partitioning  land  between  heirs, 
however,  will  not  convey  by  implication 
easements  to  continue  existing  stairways 
and  drains  on  the  division  line,  if  it  would 
be  a  mere  matter  of  expense  and  inconven- 
ience for  the  complaining  party  to  place 
them  on  his  own  land.  Gaynor  v.  Bauer, 
144  Ala.  448,  3  L.RJL(N.S.)  1082,  39  So. 
749. 

And  where  two  persons  were  tenants  in 
eommon  of  two  estates,  and  a  right  of  way 
26  L.RJL(N.S.) 


had  existed  for  many  years,  leading  from 
one  estate  to  the  other,  and  had  been  used 
by  the  tenants  in  common  up  to  the  time 
of  the  partition,  a  partition  deed  by  which 
one  tenant  in  common  conveyed  to  the  oth- 
er one  of  the  estates  and  the  rights,  mem- 
bers, easements,  and  appurtenants,  does  not 
pass  to  him  the  right  of  way.  Worthing- 
ton  V.  Gimson,  29  L.  J.  Q.  B.  N.  S.  116. 

8.  Sale  vnder  execution. 

A  convenience  created  by  the  owner  of 
two  estates  which  is  notorious,  permanent, 
and  visible,  ripens  into  a  servitude  and 
passes  to  the  sheriff's  vendee  of  the  domi- 
nant estate  in  case  of  sale  by  the  sheriff. 
Building  Asso.  v.  Getty,  11  Phila.  305.- 

The  sheriff's  deed  passes  the  same  ease- 
ment over  the  servient  estate  as  if  the  sale 
were  made  by  the  owner.  Damron  v.  Dam- 
ron,  119  Ky.  806,  84  S.  W.  747;  Blum  v. 
Weston,  102  Cal.  362,  41  Am.  St.  Rep.  188, 
36  Pac.  778. 

And  a  right  of  way  t^  necessity  may  be 
created  where  the  dominant  estate  is  set 
off  on  execution  from  the  servient  estate, 
if  there  is  no  other  practicable  way,  and 
the  owner  of  the  servient  estate  has  not  as- 
signed or  offered  to  assign  any  other  way, 
though  no  such  right  of  way  is  described  in 
the  set-off.  Schmidt  v.  Quinn,  136  Mass. 
575';  Taylor  v.  Townsend,  8  Mass.  411,  6 
Am.  Dec.  107. 

And  where  a  way  of  necessity  to  part  of  a 
debtor's  land  results  from  successive  levies 
on  other  parts,  the  land  of  the  creditor 
whose  levy  creates  the  necessity  must  be 
burdened  with  the  easement.  Russell  v. 
Jackson,  2  Pick.  574. 

8o,  if  a  judgment  creditor  extends  his 
execution  on  a  part  of  his  debtor's  land, 
and  sells  the  same  so  as  to  leave  him  no 
passage  from  the  remainder  of  the  land  to 
the  highway,  the  law  gives  him  a  way  of 
necessity  over  the  land  extended  upon.  Per- 
nam  t.  'Wead,  2  Mass.  203,  3  Am.  Dec  43. 

4.  Transfer  under  tnortgage. 

Where  an  owner  of  land  subject  to  a 
mortgage  laid  it  out  in  lots,  and  built  on 
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subject  to  the  easement  in  favor  of  the  other 
lots,  ae  it  is  apparent  from  an  inspection 
of  the  premises  at  the  time  of  the  purchase." 
In  that  case  the  quasi  easement  was  bound- 
ed on  one  side  by  a  brick  wall  and  on  the 
other  by  a  fence.  A  door  indicated  the 
entrance  to  the  way,  which  servitude  was 
first  evidenced  by  a  plank  walk,  but  later 
relaid  with  cement.  Other  gates  swung 
across  the  passage,  marking  the  boundaries 
of  the  several  owners  of  the  property,  as 
divided  by  their  grantor.  It  was  there  ruled 
that  the  way  was  reasonably  necessary  and 
sufiBciently  indicated  to  impose  on  the  par- 
ties purchasing  the  property  notice  of  the 
existence  of  the  quasi  easement.  The  su- 
preme court  of  Illinois,  after  calling  at- 
tention to  its  own  decisions  relating  to  dis- 


continuous easements  that  pass  by  implied 
grant,  makes  the  following  observation: 
"There  is  a  conflict  among  the  authorities 
outside  this  state  as  to  whether  the  prin- 
ciples of  law  which  we  have  above  stated 
are  applicable  to  a  case  involving  a  right 
of  way.  That  no  such  distinction  exists  in 
this  state  between  a  right  of  way  and  other 
easements  is  apparent  from  an  examination 
of  the  cases  above  cited,  as  the  controversy 
in  most  of  them  was  in  regard  to  the  exist- 
ence of  a  right  of  way."  In  Baker  v.  Rice, 
66  Ohio  St.  463,  477,  47  N.  E.  653,  656,  a 
way  was  held  to  have  passed  by  implied 
grant  upon  severance  of  the  quasi  dominant 
and  servient  tenements.  In  deciding  that 
case,  Mr.  Justice  Minshall  says:  "But  it 
is  claimed  that  only  such  easements  as  are 


two  adjoining  lots,  on  one  of  which  was  an 
alley  which  was  used  by  the  other,  and  the 
land  was  sold  in  the  distinct  lots  under  the 
mortgage,  the  use  of  the  alley  being  appar- 
ent, the  first  lot  was  sold  subject  to  the 
use  of  the  alley,  although  no  reference  to  it 
was  made  in  the  sheriff's  deed.  Cannon  v. 
Boyd,  73  Pa.  179. 

And  where  a  landowner  encumbered  his 
land  by  a  mortgage  and  sold  to  a  railroad 
company  a  portion  of  it  to  be  used  for  a 
track,  and  there  was,  at  the  time  of  the 
sale,  a  road  over  the  part  conveyed,  the 
right  to  which  had  been  reserved  in  the 
agreement  of  sale,  but  was  omitted  in  the 
conveyance,  a  purchaser  under  the  mortgage 
is  entitled  to  the  road  and  to  an  action 
against  the  railroad  company  for  obstruct- 
ing it,  since  the  right  of  way  did  not  origi- 
nate in  the  reservation  in  the  agreement, 
but  existed  previous  thereto,  and  was  mere- 
ly recognized  therein.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co. 
V.  Jones,  60  Pa.  417. 

So,  where  the  owner  of  a  canal  and  water 
right  used  the  same  habitually  upon  three 
tracts  of  land,  one  of  which  was  mortgaged, 
and  the  mortgagee  acquired  title  under  fore- 
closure, the  mortgagee  thereby  acquired  an 
easement  upon  the  other  lands  for  the  use 
of  the  mortgagor's  canal  and  water  right  as 
to  the  part  thereby  appropriated  to  the 
mortgaged  tract.  Pendola  v.  Ramm,'  138 
Cal.  617,  71  Pac.  624. 

And  where  a  person  owns  two  tenements, 
the  windows  of  one  of  which  overlook  the 
yard  of  the  other,  and  receive  light  and  air 
therefrom,  and  its  shutters  swing  over  that 
yard,  and  access  from  its  fire  escapes  is  in 
such  yard,  the  easement  in  favor  of  the 
tenement  so  overlooking  the  other  is  the 
same  whether  the  severance  was  by  deed  or 
mortgage,  inasmuch  as,  by  foreclosure,  the 
mortgage  is  ripened  into  a  deed.  Havens  t. 
Klein,  51  How.  Pr.  82. 

A  release  by  a  mortgagee  of  one  of  two 
parcels  of  land  included  in  his  mortgage, 
however,  does  not  convey  to  the  releasee  an 
easement  in  favor  of  the  parcel  released, 
created  by  him  by  imposing  a  servitude  up- 
on the  other  parcel  while  occupying  the 
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whole  premises  before  the  release.     Harlow 
T.  Whitcher,  136  Mass.  553. 

And  where  a  person  owned  a  building  on 
a  street  corner,  fronting  the  main  street, 
and  also  a  building  situated  up^n  the  side 
street,  on  the  adjoining  lot,  .and  a  third 
building,  being  an  extension  from  the  rear 
of  the  corner  building,  and  a  passage  about 
7}  feet  wide,  laid  from  the  entrance  on  the 
main  street,  through  the  corner  building, 
and  through  the  west  wall  thereof  to  the 
building  in  the  rear,  and  in  the  building  in 
the  rear  stairs  were  maintained,  giving  ac- 
cess to  the  upper  portions  of  both  buildings, 
and  the  passage  and  stairs  were  used  for 
the  common  convenience  of  the  three  build- 
ings, and'  a  mortgage  was  placed  on  the 
whole  property,  and  the  mor^agee,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  sum  of  money  paid,  released 
by  quitclaim  deed  from  the  lien  of  the  mort- 
gage the  premises  on  the  corner,  describing 
them  with  reference  to  the  division  wall  be- 
tween the  corner  building  and  the  one  in  the 
rear,  making  no  reference  to  the  passage,  no 
right  to  use  the  passage  remained  in  the 
mortgagee  by  virtue  of  his  mortgage,  after 
executing  the  release,  and  no  such  right 
could  be  conveyed  by  him  to  a  third  person. 
Scrymser  v.  Phelps,  33  Hun,  474. 

V.  Application  of  rules  to  easements  of 
vmy  or  passage. 

a.  Easement   of  way    as   an   appurte- 
nance. 

Where  a  way  is  not  obvious  and  apparent, 
it  does  not  pass  under  general  words  in  a 
grant  as  an  appurtenance  to  the  land  con- 
veyed. Titchmarsh  v.  Royston  Water  Co. 
81  L.  T.  N.  S.  673. 

A  way  used  by  the  owner  of  two  tene- 
ments, over  one,  for  access  to  the  other,  is 
not  in  law  appurtenant  to  the  dominant 
tenement,  so  as  to  pass  with  a  grant  of  it 
under  the  word  "appurtenances,"  unless 
the  deed  shows  an  intention  to  extend  the 
meaning  of  that  word,  and  to  embrace  the 
way,  or  the  grant  is  of  all  ways  used  and 
enjoyed,  or  words  are  used  ahowiiig  an  in- 
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termed  'continuous'  will  pass  by  implication 
in  a  grant,  and  that  such  as  are  termed 
'discontinuous'  will  not.  This  is  a  distinc- 
tion of  the  civil  law,  and  has  been  incorpora- 
ted in  the  law  of  some  of  the  states,  particu- 
larly Maine  and  Massachusetts.  The  fonner 
are  such  as  operate  without  the  interven- 
tion of  man,  such  as  drains  and  sewers;  the 
latter  require  the  intervention  of  man  in 
their  use,  such  as  ways.  The  distinction 
is  scnnewhat  arbitrary,  and  is  not  uniformly 
adopted,  as  will  appear  from  the  cases 
cited.  The  better  rule,  and  the  one  now 
more  generally  adopted,  is  not  to  consider 
the  particular  kind  of  easement,  but  whether 
it  is  apparent,  designed  to  be  permanent, 
and  is  reasonably  necessary  to  the  use  of  the 
premises  granted."     We  are  unable  to  dis- 


cover any  valid  reason  for  a  distinction  in 
the  rules  of  law  applicable  to  servitudes, 
depending  upon  whether  they  are  continuous 
or  discontinuous,  except  in  the  matter  of  the 
greater  conspicuity  which  the  former  usual- 
ly affords.  An  artificial  ditch  in  which  wa- 
ter regularly  flows  must  necessarily  be  a 
constant  reminder  to  all  beholders  of  the 
changed  condition  of  the  surface  of  the 
earth,  whereby  the  dominant  tenement  is 
drained  or  irrigated  by  the  conduit  which  is 
appurtenant  thereto.  McDougal  v.  Lame, 
39  Or.  212,  64  Pac.  804.  Water  thus  flow- 
ing through  lands,  and  necessary  for  their 
use,  passes  as  an  appurtenant  with  a  con- 
veyance of  the  premises.  Simmons  v.  Win- 
ters, 21  Or.  35,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  727,  27 
Pac.  7. 


tention  to  include  existing  ways,  in  which 
case  a  defined  existing  way  will  pass.  Har- 
ris T.  Smith,  40  U.  C.  Q.  B.  33;  Pearson  v. 
Spencer,  1  Best  4  S.  571 ;  Pheysey  v.  Vicary, 
10  Mees.  &  W.  484. 

Such  a  way  is  a  noncontinuous  quasi  ease- 
ment which  will  not  pass  on  a  sale  of  the 
dominant  portion  by  the  use  of  tlie  word 
"appurtenances"  merely;  there'  must  be 
words  sufficient  to  create  a  new  easement. 
Parsons  v.  Johnson,  68  N.  Y.  62,  23  Am. 
Rep.  149;  Grant  v.  Chase,  17  Mass.  443, 
9  Am.   Dec.  161. 

Nor  is  the  use  of  the  word  "appurte- 
nance" in  a  grant  of  land  by  a  grantor  who 
retains  adjoining  land  sufficient  to  pass  a 
right  of  way  over  the  land  retained.  Bark- 
er V.  Clark^  4  N.  H.  380,  17  Am.  Dec.  428; 
Stevens  ▼.  Orr,  69  Me.  323;  Morgan  t. 
Meuth,  60  Mich.  238,  27  N.  W.  509;  Stuy- 
vesant  v.  Woodruff,  21  N.  J.  L.  133,  47  Am. 
Dec.  156;  Whalley  v.  Thompson,  1  Bos.  & 
P.  371. 

Unless  it  is  a  way  of  necessity.  Stuyves- 
ant  T.  Woodruff  and  Morgan  t.  Meuth,  su- 
pra. 

But  see  Roixo  v.  Nelson. 

So,  the  words  "occupied  by  me"  in  a  de- 
vise by  a  testator  to  his  widow  of  "the 
house  and  lot  occupied  by  mo"  in  a  named 
place  are  merely  descriptive  of  the  premises 
devised,  and  are  not  sufficient  to  create  an 
easement  of  the  right  of  way  over  other 
lands  of  the  testator,  which  was  not  in  exist- 
ence in  legal  contemplation  during  the  tes- 
tator's lifetime.  Fetters  v.  Humphreys,  19 
N.  J.  Eq.  471. 

And  while  the  words  "all  and  every  the 
rights,  privileges,  appurtenances,  and  ad- 
vantages to  the  land  belonging  or  in  any 
wise  appertaining,"  used  in  a  conveyance  of 
land,  will  pass  a  right  of  way  where  such 
rights  belong  to  the  estate  granted  as  a  pre- 
existing easement,  such  terms  used  in  a 
conveyance  of  a  part  of  a  tract  of  land  will 
not  create  a  new  easement,  or  give  a  right 
to  use  a  way  which  had  been  used  with  one 
part  of  the  land  over  another  while  both 
parts  belonged  to  the  same  owner  and  con- 
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stituted  an  entire  estate.     Oliver  t.  Hook, 
47  Md.  301. 

A  grant  by  the  owner  of  two  adjoining 
tenements  of  one  of  them,  together  with  all 
the  ways  now  used  or  enjoined  therewith, 
however,  passes  to  the  grantee  a  right  of 
way  over  a  clearly  defined  path  constructed 
over  the  other  tenement,  and  at  the  date  of 
the  grant  actually  used  for  the  purposes 
of  the  tenement  which  is  granted,  even 
though  the  path  did  not  exist  prior  to  the 
unity  of  possession.  Barkshire  v.  Grubb,  L. 
R.  18  Ch.  Div.  616. 

And  while  no  way  or  other  easement  can 
subsist  in  land  of  which  there  is  a  unity  of 
possession,  if  a  lessor,  having  used  conven- 
ient ways  over  his  own  adjoining  land  dur- 
ing his  own  occupation,  demises  premises 
with  all  ways  appurtenant,  unless  it  be 
shown  that  there  was  some  way  appurte- 
nant to  satisfy  the  words  of  the  grant,  it 
will  be  intended  that  he  meant  the  ways 
used,  and  that  they  shall  pass,  though  he 
miscalled  them  appurtenant.  Morris  y. 
Edgington,  3  Taunt.  24. 

And  a  clause  in  a  deed  conveying  land 
with  all  the  buildings,  ways,  privileges,  and 
appurtenances  to  the  same  belonging,  is  ap- 
propriate to  convey  an  easement  or  appur- 
tenance already  existing  and  belonging  to 
the  land,  but  not  to  create  a  new  one.  Ken- 
yon  v.  Nichols,  1  R.  I.  411. 

But  where  an  owner  of  two  adjoining 
pieces  of  land  granted  one  to  one  person 
and  the  other  to  another,  and  the  grant  to 
the  former  contained  the  general  words,  "to- 
gether with  all  ways,  easements,  and  appur- 
tenances whatsoever  held  or  enjoyed,"  and ' 
there  was  access  to  his  tenement  from  the 
high  road  without  passing  over  a  private 
road  formerly  used  by  the  occupiers  of  the 
two  tenements  for  the  purpose  of  going  to 
and  from  their  respective  tenements  to  the 
high  road,  and  by  permission  of  the  owner, 
previously  given,  the  occupier  had  built  a 
wall  which  entirely  separated  his  tenement 
from  the  private  road,  and  from  that  time 
on  the  occupiers  of  that  tenement  made  lit- 
tle or  no  use  of  the  private  road,  no  right 
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A  discontinuous  quasi  easement,  when 
evidenced  in  a  similar  substantial  manner, 
ought  to  pass  by  implied  grant  as  an  ap- 
purtenant to  the  dominant  tenement  when 
the  latter  is  severed  by  a  conveyance  there- 
of. The  reason  for  this  deduction  is  ably 
stated  by  the  court  in  Phillips  v.  Phillips, 
48  Pa.  178,  86  Am.  Dec  577,  581,  as  fol- 
lows: "It  may  be  granted  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  drains,  water  pipes,  and  mill- 
races  may  more  distinctly  indicate  their  per- 
manent and  essential  nature  than  a  mere 
private  way;  but  when  the.  permanency  of 
the  way  is  proved,  confessed,  or  not  dis- 
puted, this  difference  vanishes;  they  stand 
on  the  same  footing."  In  the  case  at  bar, 
though  the  plaintiff's  tenants  can  pass  over 
its  own  land  across  lot  8  to  Corbett  street, 
so  that  the  passageway  is  not  an  absolute 


necessity,  we  are  satisfied  that  the  stairs 
and  wallc  as  laid  by  Mrs.  Gray  serve  as  a 
more  convienent  way,  and  believe  them  to 
be  reasonably  necessary  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  property  at  the  time  the  mortgage 
was  given ;  and  as  the  quasi  easement  across 
Gordon's  land  was  fenced  on  the  north  and 
inclosed  on  the  south  by  the  north  wall  of 
his  house,  and  by  the  fence  extending  from 
the  northwest  comer  of  his  dwelling  to 
Corbett  street,  the  passageway  was  ap- 
parent, being  indicated  on  the  ground  with 
such  a  degree  of  permuiency  as  to  afford 
notice  that  its  existence  was  designed  to  be 
permanent;  and  in  our  opinion  it'  passed 
as  an  appurtenant  by  the  implied  grant. 

It  follows  from  these  considerations  that 
the  decree  should  be  affirmed;  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 


to  the  use  of  the  private  road  passed  to  the 
purchaser,  the  word  "heretofore"  in  the 
grant  not  having  been  used  in  its  ordinary 
grammatical  meaning.  Roe  v.  Siddons,  L. 
R.  22  Q.  B.  Wv.  224. 

The  question  whether  or  not  a  general 
conveyance  together  with  the  ways  used  or 
enjoyed  therewith  will  pass  a  right  of  way 
depends  upon  whether  the  way  was  a  road 
used  before  the  vendor  held  the  property, 
that  is,  whether  it  was  an  old  road,  which 
became  merged  by  the  unity  of  possession, 
or  whether  it  was  simply  a  road  used  for 
his  own  convenience  in  managing  the  prop- 
erty. Langley  v.  Hammond,  L.  R.  3  Excb. 
161. 

But  a  conveyance  of  property  with  the 
words,  "together  with  all  ways,  etc.,  used  or 
enjoyed  therewith,"  does  not  convey  a  right 
to  a  way  which  had  been  established  and 
used  only  for  the  accommodation  and  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  owner  of  the  property,  since 
in  such  ca^e  it  does  not  appear  that  at  any 
antecedent  time  there  existed  a  right  over 
one  of  the  pieces  of  land  attached  to  the 
other  piece.    Ibid. 

b.  AequUUton  by  use  and  severance. 

1.  The  general  rule. 

A  right  of  way  may  arise  from  the  cir- 
cumstances surrounding  a  conveyance  of 
land  though  the  conveyance  itself  contains 
no  express  grant  of  the  right  of  way  appur- 
tenant to  the  lands,  and  no  words  are  used 
from  which  such  grant  may  arise  by  impli- 
cation. Com.  y.  Burford,  225  Pa.  93,  73 
Atl.  1064. 

And  it  is  a  well-supported  rule  that 
where,  upon  the  severance  of  a  tract  of 
land,  there  was  a  way  over  one  part  to  an- 
other as  a  means  of  egress  and  ingress  to 
the  latter  from  the  public  highway,  which 
was  apparent,  continually  used,  and  rea- 
sonably necessary  to  the  use  and  enjoyment 
of  the  land  to  which  it  was  constructed,  and 
added  materially  to  its  value,  the  right 
thereto  passes  with  the  conveyance  of  a  part 
of  the  tract,  without  being  expressed  in  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


deed.  Mosher  v.  Hibbs,  24  Ohio  C.  C.  375; 
National  Exch.  Bank  v.  Cunningham,  46 
Ohio  St.  575,  22  N.  E.  924;  Baker  ▼. 
Rice,  56  Ohio  St.  463,  47  N.  E.  O.'S:  Kemp 
V.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  156  Pa.  430,  26 
Atl.  1074;  Scott  V.  Moore,  98  Va.  068,  81 
Am.  St.  Rep.  749,  37  S.  E.  342;  Brown  v. 
Alabaster,-  L.  R.  37  Ch.  Div.  490 ;  Watts 
V.  Kelson,  L.  R.  6  Ch.  166;  Pearson  v. 
Spencer,  1  Best  &  S.  671. 

And  that  if  the  owner  of  an  estate  sev- 
ered it  into  two  or  more  parts,  and  con- 
veyed those  parts  to  several  and  distinct 
purchasers,  the  grantee  of  a  dominant  por- 
tion will  be  entitled  and  the  grantee  of  a 
servient  portion  will  take  subject  to  a  right 
of  way  from  the  one  portion  over  the  other, 
which*  had  been  continuously  used  for  the 
period  of  twenty  years  or  more  by  those 
claiming  the  united  estate,  and  which  had, 
during  that  period,  been  a  plainly  visible 
way,  and  was  reasonably,  though  not  abso- 
lutely, nccessarv  to  the  dominant  portion. 
Rightsell  V.  Ha'le,  90  Tenn.  656,  18  S.  W. 
245;  Manbeck  v.  Jones,  190  Pa.  171,  42  Atl. 
636. 

And  that  though  the  owner  in  fee  of  land 
cannot  have  a  techTiical  easement  therein, 
he  may  have  a  quasi  easement  over  one  por- 
tion thereof  in  the  nature  of  a  visible  trav- 
eled way  reasonably  necessary  to  the  con- 
venient enjoyment  of  another  portion,  and 
in  conveying  the  land  over  which  the  way 
is,  he  may  treat  the  way  as  a  thing  in  be- 
ing, and  part  of  the  estate  granted,  and  may 
except  it  from  the  operation  of  the  deed. 
Dee  V.  King,.  77  Vt.  230,  68  1..R.A.  860,  69 
Atl.  839. 

This  is  the  theory  upon  which  Rollo  v. 
Nelson  turns. 

Within  this  rule  a  permanent  way  estab- 
lished by  an  owner  over  his  own  property, 
and  necessary  for  its  convenient  use,  will 
not  be  destroyed  by  sale  or  encumbrance. 
Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  v.  Jones,  60  Pa.  417. 

And  the  grantees,  near  and  remote,  of  an 
owner  of  land  who  annexes  to  a  part  of  it  a 
right  of  way  over  the  other  part,  as  appurte- 
nant thoreto,  and  then  conveys  the  land  to 
which   the   way   is   made   appurtenant,   ac- 
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quire  an  easement  over  the  Bervient  estate. 
Parish  v.  Kaspare,  109  Ind.  586,  10  N.  E. 
108;  Pleas  t.  Thomas,  75  Miss.  495,  22  So. 
820. 

So,  where  a  driveway  was  laid  out  for 
tiie  benefit  of  abutting^  property  by  the  orig- 
inal owner,  and  was  used  by  subsequent 
owners  and  tenants  of  such  property  at  the 
time  a  deed  of  an  abutting  lot  was  made,  a 
right  of  way  passed  by  implication  to  the 
grantee  as  appurtenant  to  the  lot  and  every 
portion  thereof.  Boland  t.  St.  John's 
Schools,  163  Mass.  220,  89  N.  E.  1035; 
Winne  ▼.  Winne,  40  Misc.  436,  82  N.  Y. 
Supp.  647. 

And  where  a  driveway  was  established  on 
the  boundary  between  adjoining  lota  while 
both  lots  were  owned  by  the  same  person, 
on  a  conveyance  of  one  of  the  lots  the  right 
to  continue  the  driveway  is  a  continuous 
casement,  incident  to  the  use  of  the  lot, 
which  passes  to  the  grantee.  Teachout  v. 
Duffus  (Iowa)  119  N.  VV.  983,  affirming  on 
rehearing  (Iowa)  115  N.  W.  1010. 

And  where  a  person  owned  a  farm  which 
included  a  wood  lot,  and  conveyed  a  part 
of  it,  including  a  part  of  the  wood  lot,  to 
another,  which  was  so  situated  as-to  cut  off 
the  south  half  of  the  wood  lot  from  the  rest 
of  the  farm,  and  tlie  former  owner  had,  for 
a  long  time,  maintained  a  private  road  which 
extended  from  the  south  half  of  the  wood 
lot  to  the  other  portion  of  the  farm,  and  in 
the  deed  was  a  reservation  of  the  right  of 
way  to  and  from  the  wood  lot  except  at 
stated  times,  and  subsequently  the  balance 
of  the  farm  was  conveyed  to  another,  mak- 
ing no  reservation  in  this  conveyance  of  the 
right  of  way  over  the  lot  previously  sold, 
both  deeds  are  to  be  construed  together,  and, 
so  construed,  they  show  an  intention  of  the 
parties  that  the  reservation  of  right  of  way 
from  the  one  lot  to  the  other,  over  the  part 
sold,  should  exist  for  the  benefit  of  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  balance  of  the  farm.  Wells 
T.  Tolman,  88  Hun,  438,  34  N.  Y.  Supp.  840. 

So,  where  a  person  owning  two  lots  built 
on  both,  and  on  one  he  left  an  alley  under 
the  second  story  of  the  house,  extending  be- 
vond  both  houses,  with  a  gate  into  the  back 
lot  of  each,  and  the  alley  was  used  for 
years  by  the  occupants  of  both  houses,  the 
owner  being  the  occupant  of  one,  and  after 
the  owner's  death  his  administrator  sold 
the  house  in  which  he  lived,  describing  it 
by  lines,  and  not  mentioning  the  alley,  the 
purchaser  took  subject,  to  the  easement. 
Overdeer  t.  Updegraff,  69  Pa.  110. 

And  where  a  person  owned  four  lots  in  a 
body,  running  from  one  street  to  another, 
and  there  were  two  houses  on  the  lots  on 
one  street,  and  he  mortgaged  the  lots  by 
one  instnunent,  and  then  built  two  adjoin- 
ing houses  on  the  other  street,  with  an  al- 
ley between  them,  building  over  the  alley- 
way at  the  second  story,  and  the  occupants 
of  the  older  houses  on  the  first  street  had 
been  accustomed  for  years  to  use  this  alley 
as  a  rear  entrance  and  exit  from  their  lots, 
purchasers  under  a  sale  under  the  mort|G;age 
cannot  complain  of  such  use.  Walsh  T. 
Mallon,  2  W.  N.  C.  444. 
26  LJLA.(N.S.) 


And  where  a  person  had  many  years  pre- 
viously made  a  private  road  from  the  high- 
way to  a  stable,  over  his  own  land,  for  his 
own  convenience,  and  had  used  it  ever  since, 
and  a  railroad  compapy  purchased  the  sta- 
ble and  the  land  upon  which  it  stood  for 
purposes  of  their  railway,  the  fact  that  the 
stable  was  purchased  by  the  railway  com- 
pany for  the  purposes  of  their  undertaking 
did  not  preclude  the  company  from  claiming 
the  right  of  way  so  long  as  they  used  the 
premises  as  a  stable,  which  they  might  law- 
fully do  till  such  time  as  they  were  re- 
quired for  the  special  purposes  of  the  rail- 
way. Bayley  v.  Great  Western  R.  Co.  L.  R. 
26  Ch.  Div.  434. 

And  where  a  lessor  demised  to  a  lessee 
a  plot  of  building  land  in  the  corner  formed 
by  the  intersection  of  two  public  roads,  of 
which  one  passed  along  the  front  and  the 
other  along  the  side  of  the  land,  and  on 
the  same  date  demised  to  the  same  lessee 
another  building  plot  immediately  adjoining 
and  facing  the  Hont  road,  but  having  no 
access  to  the  side  road,  and  the  lessee  then 
built  a  house  on  each  lot,  and  then  laid  out 
a  garden  at  the  back  of  the  houses,  with  the 
exception  of  a  narrow  strip  at  the  rear  of 
both  lots,  which  he  formed  into  and  used 
as  a  road  or  back  way  from  the  house  and 
garden  of  the  second  lot  into  the  public 
road  running  along  the  side  of  the  first  lot, 
and  this  back  way  was  bounded  on  one  side 
by  the  party  wall  and  on  the  other  side  by 
the  garden  walls  of  the  two  lots,  having  a 
gate  into  the  second  lot,  and  the  house  on 
the  second  lot  completely  blocked  all  ac- 
cess from  the  frdtat  to  the  garden  behind, 
except  by  a  tiled  passage  or  hall,  forming 
a  part  of  the  house,  with  a  door  at  each 
end,  and  afterwards  the  lessee  assigned  the 
lease  of  the  second  lot  with  t)ie  house  there- 
on, and  with  their  appurtenances,  rights, 
and  easements,  and  subsequently  assigned 
the  other  lot  to  another  person,  on  the  as- 
signment of  the  first  lot  a  right  of  way 
passed  over  the  back  way  at  the  rear  of 
the  first  lot  into  the  side  road,  not  as  a  way 
of  necessity,  but  by  implied  grant,  as  being 
in  the  nature  of  a  continuous  and  apparent 
easement.    Brown  v.  Alabaster,  supra. 

So,  on  a  sale  of  land  to  a  purchaser  who 
has  notice  that  the  adjoining  land  is  to  be 
laid  out  in  building  lots  in  a  manner  which 
will  make  a  right  of  way  over  the  purchased 
land  necessary  to  the  vendor,  such  right  of 
way  is  reserved  to  the  vendor  by  implica- 
tion as  a  way  of  necessity.  Davies  t.  Sear, 
L.  K,  7  Eq.  427. 

And  where  land  was  let  on  a  building 
lease,  and  subsequently,  under  an  under 
lease,  a  person  took  possession  of  a  house 
erected  on  part  of  the  land,  and  under  that 
demise  exercised,  as  his  predecessors  had 
done  for  more  than  thirty  years,  a  right  of 
way  over  a  passage  on  one  side  of  his  house, 
as  necessary  for  the  use  and  enjoyment 
thereof,  he  has  a  right  of  way  over  the  pass- 
age over  land  belonging  to  a  person  holding 
under  the  lessor.  HinchlilTe  v.  Kinnoul,  6 
Bing.  N.  C.  1. 

So,  where  the  owner  of  several  adjoining 
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lots  having  no  alley  in  the  rear  builds  a 
walk  making  a  passageway  from  the  inside 
lot  across  the  others,  and  afterwards  con- 
veys one  of  the  lots  without  reference  to 
the  passageway  across  it  being  made  in  the 
deed,  an  easement  of  passage  becomes  at 
once  appurtenant  to  the  other  lots  if  the 
marks  of  the  burden  are  open  and  visible, 
and  passes  with  such  lots,  whether  men- 
tioned in  the  deed  of  conveyance  or  not; 
and  each  subsequent  purchaser  takes  sub- 

i'ect  to  the  easement  in  favor  of  the  other 
ots.  Martin  v.  Murphy,  221  111.  632,  77 
N.  E.  1126. 

And  where  a  testator  owned  a  square  of 
ground  divided  into  three  lots,  and  two  of 
the  lots  abutted  upon  a  narrow  alley,  ruu- 
ning  into  a  wider  one,  which  was  used  as 
an  outlet  for  tlie  houses  on  these  lots,  and 
by  his  will  he  devised  the  square  to  his  sis- 
ter for  life,  and  at  her  death  to  be  divided 
among  her  daughters,  who  were  each  to 
take  a  lot  respectively,  no  mention  being 
made  of  the  alley,  the  intent  will  be  held 
to  have  been  that  each  of  the  lota  should 
have  access  to  the  alley,  and  whoever  holds 
the  fee  of  the  alley  holds  it  subject  to  the 
common  easement,  and  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  lots,  attempting  to  close  the  alley,  will 
be  prevented  from  doing  so  by  injunction. 
Sanford  v.  Porter,  34  Wash.  L.  Rep.  259. 

So,  if  a  landowner  seeking  to  sell  a  par- 
cel of  his  real  property  represents  to  the 
purchaser  that  a  right  of  way  exists  from 
it  over  his  other  real  property,  he  subjects 
the  latter  to  such  right  of  wayj  and  though 
the  conveyance  subsequently  made  does  not 
mention  it,  the  grantor  is  estopped  from 
denying  its  existence.  Mattes  v.  Frankel, 
157  N.  Y.  603,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  804,  52  N. 
E.  585. 

And  where  the  lessee  of  the  first  floor  of 
an  unfinished  five-story  building  knew  when 
he  took  the  lease  that  the  upper  stories  were 
intended  to  be  used  for  mercantile  purposes, 
and  that  the  means  to  be  provided  for  ac- 
cess thereto  were  a  stairway  and  elevators 
from  a  hall  in  the  first  story,  he  took  the 
lease  subject  to  the  right  of  his  lessor  and 
his  workmen  and  customers  to  use  such 
ball,  stairway,  and-  elevator  as  ways  by 
necessity  to  the  upper  stories,  though  there 
was  no  express  reservation  in  the  lease,  and 
he  cannot  claim  any  abatement  of  rent  by 
reason  of  such  use.  Benedict  t.  Barling,  79 
Wis.  551,  48  N.  W.  670. 

And  where  a  house  was  divided  into  a 
front  and  back  block,  and  persons  occupied 
three  rooms  on  the  first  fioor  in  the  back 
block  as  lessees,  and  the  lease  did  not  ex- 
pressly grant  any  mode  of  access,  and  access 
was  gained  from  the  street  by  passing 
through  a  hall  or  vestibule  and  then  up  some 
stairs,  and  a  railroad  company,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  compulsory  powers,  took  down  the 
front  block  of  the  house  and  removed  the 
hall,  interfering  with  access  to  the  rooms 
and  lessening  their  value,  the  railroad  com- 
pany is  liable  therefor;  not  on  the  ground 
that  the  access  through  the  hall  was  a  way 
of  necessity,  but  because  it  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  continuous,  apparent  easement,  which 
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passed  under  the  demise  of  the  rooms,  and 
interference  with  which  was  sufficient  to 
give  rise  to  a  valid  claim  for  compensation. 
Ford  V.  Metropolitan  &  M.  Dist.  R.  Cos.  L. 
R.  17  Q.  B.  Div.  12. 

So,  a  grant  of  the  minerals  in  a  tract  of 
land  carries  by  implication  a  right  of  way 
over  the  land  to  mine  and  remove  the  min- 
erals. Peame  v.  Coal  Creek  Min.  &  Mfg. 
Co.  90  Tenn.  619,  18  S.  W.  402. 

And  where  the  owners  of  a  tract  of  land 
used  for  a  rock  quarry  constructed  a  rail- 
way for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  their 
rock,  and  afterwards  sold  a  portion  of  the 
tract  to  another  party,  who  used  it  as  a 
quarry  also,  the  railway  running  over  the 
land  of  the  vendors,  the  deed  providing  for 
and  including  the  -  improvements  tbereon 
and  the  appurtenances  and  privileges  there- 
unto belonging,  the  use  of  the  railway  as  an 
easement  and  appurtenant  to  the  land 
passes  to  the  vendee.  Kamer  v.  Bryant, 
103  Ky.  723,  46  S.  W.  14. 

And  a  conveyance  of  standing  timber, 
giving  the  purchaser  the  right  to  cut  and 
remove  it,  the  land  not  bordering  on  a  high- 
way, being  cut  off  from  the  highway  by 
other  Isold  of  the  vendor,  gives  the  pur- 
chaser a  right  of  way  by  necessity;  but  he 
is  not  entitled  to  use  any  way  he  chooses; 
his  right  to  a  particular  way  depends  on 
its  being  reasonably  necessary.  Wortben  t. 
Gamo,  182  Mass.  243,  65  N.  E.  67. 

So,  a  right  of  way  appurtenant  to  land 
attaches  to  every  part  of  it,  though  t^e 
dominant  estate  may  go  into  the  possession 
of  several  persons.  Dee  v.  King,  77  Vt. 
230,  68  L.R.A.  860,  59  Atl.  839. 

And  where  the  owner  of  land  to  which  a 
right  of  way  is  appurtenant  sells  or  devises 
it  in  separate  parcels  to  different  persons, 
each  of  such  persons  acquires  a  right  of  way 
as  appurtenant  to  the  particular  part  pur- 
chased by  him.  Currier  v.  Howes,  103  CaJ. 
431,  37  Pac.  521. 

A  demise  of  a  public  house,  together  with 
all  ways,  paths,  passages,  easements,  ad- 
vantages, and  appurtenances,  however,  does 
not  pass  a  path  across  the  garden  at  the 
rear  of  the  premises  to  a  doorway  in  the 
boundary  wall,  which  opened  on  a  private 
road.  Brett  v.  Clowser,  L.  R,  6  C.  P.  Div. 
376. 

And  a  right  of  way  will  not  pass  as  an 
implied  grant  on  the  severance  of  a  tene- 
ment, where  no  definite  line  of  a  road  is 
so  marked  out  in  the  deed  or  ascertainable 
by  reference  to  other  instruments  mentioned 
in  it  as  to  show  that  the  parties  contem- 
plated its  existence,  and  there  is  no  clear 
statement  that  the  way  claimed  was  ever 
used  except  as  every  owner  has  a  right  of 
going  over  every  part  of  his  own  land. 
Plant  V.  James,  6  Bam.  k  Ad.  791. 

And  the  rule  that  the  easement  of  a  pri- 
vate way  imposed  by  the  owner  on  one  por- 
tion of  his  real  estate  for  the  benefit  of  an- 
other portion  attaches  to  the  land  when  a 
part  of  it  is  purchased  by  a  railroad  com- 
pany for  a  right  of  way  does  not  apply 
where  the  owner  of  the  land  has  granted 
to  the  railroad  company  the  right  to  enter 
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upon  the  land  and  locate  a  railroad  thereon, 
and  has  agreed  to  execute  and  deliver  a 
deed  in  fee  simple  for  the  premises,  clear  of 
all  encumbrances,  and  also  a  release  of  all 
damages  arising  from  the  construction  and 
operation  of  the  railroad.  Kemp  t.  Penn- 
sylTania  R.  Co.  156  Pa.  430,  26  Atl.  1074. 

So,  it  has  been  held  that  generally  no 
right  in  a  way  which  has  been  used  during 
the  unity  of  ownership  will  pass  upon  sever- 
ance of  the  tenements  unless  proper  terms 
are  employed  in  the  conveyance  to  show  an 
intention  to  create  the  right  de  novo.  Oli- 
ver v.  Hook,  47  Md.  301. 

And  that  a  right  of  way  does  not  ori^n- 
ate  in  mere  convenience;  it  must  spring 
from  an  express  grant  or  an  implied  reserva- 
tion, or  from  a  user  for  a  length  of  time 
sufficient  to  create  a  prescription  or  a  bar 
under  the  statute  of  limitations,  either  of 
which  is  presumptive  evidence  of  a  grant. 
Carey  v.  Rae,  58  Gal.  159. 

And  that  where  a  person  has  created  an 
easement  for  tlie  benefit  of  one  part  of  his 
estate,  over  another,  and  sells  the  servient 
part  of  the  estate,  there  will  be  no  reserva- 
tion of  the  easement  by  implication,  where 
the  easement  is  a  noncontinuous  one,  such 
as  a  right  of  way.  Shoemaker  t.  Shoe- 
maker, 11  Abb.  N.  C.  80. 

2.  The  rule  that  tlie  eaaement  of  way 
muat  be  necessary. 

The  rule  has  been  asserted  by  many  well- 
considered  cases  that  when  the  owner  of 
two  tracts  of  land  has  used  a  way  to  and 
from  one  over  the  other,  no  matter  how 
long,  and  he  grants  the  former  tract  with- 
out mention  of  the  way,  the  mere  grant  of 
the  land  does  not  create  or  confer  a  way 
appendant,  appurtenant,  or  in  gross,  un- 
less the  way  be  of  necessity  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  tract  granted.  Standiford  v. 
Goudy,  6  W.  Va.  364;  Warren  t.  Blake,  54 
Me.  276,  89  Am.  Dec.  748;  Fetters  v.  Humph- 
reys, 19  N.  J.  Eq.  471. 

A  way  of  necessity  is  a  creation  by  op- 
eration of  law,  and  is  only  provisional,  and 
only  brought  into  existence  from  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  estate  granted,  and  con- 
tinues to  exist  only  so  long  as  there  may 
be  a  necessity  for  its  use.  Oliver  t.  Hook, 
47  Md.  301. 

Within  this  rule,  a  way  of  necessity  ex- 
ists in  favor  of  lands  sold  over  other  lands 
of  the  grantor,  adjoining,  only  where  there 
is  no  other  way  into  a  public  street  or  high- 
way. Gayetty  v.  Bethune,  14  Mass.  49,  7 
Am.  Dec  188;  Prescott  v.  Prescott,  175 
Mass.  64,  66  N.  E.  805;  Milliken  v.  Denny, 
135  N.  C.  19,  47  S.  E.  132;  Meredith  v. 
Frank,  56  Ohio  St  479,  47  N.  E.  656;  Bailey 
v.  Gray,  53  8.  0.  503,  31  S.  E.  354;  Turn- 
bull  T.  Rivers,  3  M'Cord,  L.  131,  15  Am. 
Dec.  622;  Dodd  v.  Burchall,  1  Hurlst.  &  C. 
113. 

And  one  cannot  claim  a  way  of  necessity 
over  the  lands  of  the  adjoining  owner  where 
there  are  other  reasonable  ways  of  ingress 
and  egress  for  him  into  and  out  of  his 
premises.  Trump  t.  McDonnell,  120  Ala. 
26  iaUV.(N.S.) 


200,  24  So.  353;  Walker  v.  Clifford,  128 
Ala.  67,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  74,  29  So.  588; 
Burns  v.  Gallagher,  62  Md.  462;  Ogden  v. 
Grove,  38  Pa.  487;  O'Rorke  v.  Smith,  11  R. 
I.  259,  23  Am.  Rep.  440;  Poole  ▼.  Dulaney, 
19  Tex.  Civ.  App.  117,  46  S.  W.  276;  Titch- 
marsh  v.  Royston  Water  Co.  81  L.  T.  N.  S. 
673. 

And  the  act  of  a  creditor  in  extending 
an  execution  on  the  land  of  his  debtor,  tak- 
ing the  whole  front  of  his  farm  except  a 
strip  of  5  rods  in  width  on  one  side,  con- 
necting the  back  land  with  the  county  road, 
does  not  create  a  way  of  necessity  over  any 
part  of  the  land  levied  on,  though  the  strip 
excepted  could  not  be  made  passable  for 
carnages  at  an  expense  less  than  $26  to 
$300.    Allen  v.  Eincaid,  11  Me.  155. 

.So,  where  an  owner  of  contiguous  tracts 
of  land  grants  one,  he  cannot  claim  any 
right  of  way  over  it  for  the  use  of  another 
tract,  even  under  an  oral  agreement  at  the 
time  for  such  way,  without  reservation  in 
the  deed,  unless  such  way  be  strictly  and 
absolutely  necessary  for  access  to  the  other 
tract,  still  vested  in  the  grantor,  and  such 
way  must  be  one  of  indispensable  necessity. 
Shaver  v.  Edgell,  48  W.  Va.  602,  37  S.  E. 
664;  Hall  v.  McLeod,  2  Met.  (Ky.)  98,  74 
Am.  Dec.  400. 

And  where  the  owner  of  lands  devised  the 
same  in  two  parcels,  one  to  one  person  and 
the  other  to  another,  the  fact  that  he  was 
accustomed  in  his  lifetime  to  use  an  alley 
upon  the  land  devised  to  the  latter  as  a 
means  of  egress  from  his  stable  upon  the 
land  devised  to  the  former,  to  the  street, 
will  not  create  an  easement  in  the  latter's 
land  in  favor  of  the  former's,  the  former 
being  able  to  construct  a  way  over  the  par- 
cel devised  to  him  from  the  stable  to  the 
street,  such  an  easement,  therefore,  not  be- 
ing necessary  to  the  beneficial  enjoyment 
of  his  land.  Fetters  t.  Humphreys,  18  N. 
J.  Eq.  260. 

And  where  a  man  by  his  will  devised  one 
of  two  houses  on  a  piece  of  land,  and  the 
appurtenances,  to  one  person,  and  the  oth- 
er, in  similar  terms,  to  another  person,  and 
during  the  former  owner's  ownership  the 
entrance  from  the  highway  to  the  principal 
door  of  the  house  on  the  first  property 
passed  immediately  in  front  of  the  other 
house,  and  then  ran  around  an  oval  garden 
in  front  of  that  house  to  the  same  point  of 
entrance,  the  way  as  used  in  time  of  the 
original  owner,  during  the  unity  of  owner- 
ship, immediately  in  front  of  the  second 
house,  did  not  pass  to  the  first  devisee  un- 
der the  word  "appurtenances,"  and  not  be- 
ing a  way  of  necessity,  the  owner  cannot  be 
prevented  from  placing  a  fence  across  it 
at  his  line.  Pheysey  v.  Vicary,  16  Mees.  ft 
W.  484. 

So,  where  the  owner  of  two  adjoining 
properties  had,  during  the  unity  of  posses- 
sion, made  and  used  for  his  own  convenience 
for  agricultural  purposes  a  way  across  one 
to  the  other,  and  he  executed  a  conveyance 
of  the  latter  to  a  purchaser  with  the  general 
words,  "together  with  all  ways,  easements, 
and  appurtenances  thereto  appertaining,  and 
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of  the  same  now  or  heretofore  occupied  or 
enjoyed,"  the  right  to  use  the  roadway  did 
not  pass,  the  purchaser  having  access  to  his 
lot  from  other  land  of  bis  own,  and  there 
having  been  no  roadway  over  the  other  lot 
prior  to  the  unity  of  possession.  Thomson 
V.  Waterlow,  L.  R.  6  Eq.  36. 

In  the  above  case.  Plant  v.  James,  6 
Barn.  &  Ad.  791,  supra,  V.  b,  1,  was  dis- 
tinguished upon  the  ground  that  the  deci- 
sion in  that  case  was  founded  upon  the  con- 
struction of  the  deed  'of  conveyance,  and 
the  question  was  whether  the  words  of  the 
deed,  properly  construed,  imported  that  an 
old  road  which  had  become  merged  by  unity 
of  possession  was  restored,  and  that  the 
vendor  intended  to  create  a  right  of  way 
de  novo,  while  in  the  present  case  no  right 
of  way  existed  prior  to  the  occupation  of 
the  whole,  but  the  road  was  created  by  the 
occupant  during  bis  enjoyment  of  the  prop- 
erty, 

A  way  of  necessity,  however,  is  an  excep- 
tion to  the  rule  that  if  a  grantor  intends  to 
reserve  any  right  over  the  tenement  grant- 
ed, it  must  be  expressly  reserved  in  the 
grant.  Jay  v.  Michael,  92  Md.  198;  48  Atl. 
61. 

A  right  of  way  of  necessity  is  based  on 
the  principle  that  the  grant  of  a  thing  is 
presumed  to  include,  as  an  incident,  what- 
ever right  the  grantor  had  in  connection 
with  it  and  could  convey  by  apt  words,  with- 
out which  the  thing  granted  would  prove 
practically  useless  to  the  grantee.  White- 
house  T.  Cummings,  83  Me.  91,  23  Am.  St. 
■  Rep.  756,  21  Atl.  -743. 

And  to  establish  a  right  of  way  by  ne- 
cessity nothing  is  required  but  to  show  the 
necessity;  and  if  it  existed  but  for  a  day, 
the  claim  is  as  well  founded  as  where  it 
existed  for  half  a  century;  but  there  must 
be  actual  necessity,  and  not  a  mere  incon- 
venience, to  entitle  a  person  to  such  right. 
Lawton  v.  Rivers,  2  M'Cord,  L.  445,  13  Am. 
Dec.  741. 

And  where  a  person  has  a  right  of  way 
through  land  of  his  grantor  to  a  public  road, 
the  latter  is  not  justified  in  closing  it  by 
the  fact  that  there  is  another  way  to  such 
road.  Manbeck  v.  Jones,  190  Fa.  171,  42 
Atl.  536. 

Nor  is  a  way  over  lands  of  the  grantor 
by  the  grantee  of  a  part  of  a  tract  of  land 
devested  by  the  after-purchase  of  other 
lands,  over  which  the  grantee  might  have 
ingress  and  egress.  Mosher  v.  Hibbs,  24 
Ohio  C.  C.  375. 

And  the  necessity  for  a  way  over  a  part 
of  an  estate  sold  cannot  be  removed  by  the 
fact  that  one  may  be  purchased  from  some 
third  person ;  it  is  the  fact  that  no  way 
then  exists  that  can  be  had  without  pur- 
chase by  which  the  grantbr  can  have  access 
to  his  remaining  lands  that  raises  the  im- 
plication of  a  right  reserved  to  an  existing 
way  over  the  land  granted.  Meredith  v. 
Frank,  supra. 

And  where  a  person  owning  a  lot  front- 
ing upon  a  public  street  purchased  a  lot  in 
the  rear  thereof  which  then  had  appurte- 
nant to  it  an  easement  of  way  over  a  pri- 
86  I.,R.A.(N.S,) 


vate  alley,  he  was  not  bound  to  relieve  the 
alley  from  the  servitude,  and  impose  it  upon 
his  lot  in  front  of  the  one  purchased.  Zell 
V.  First  Universalist  Soc.  119  Pa.  390,  4 
Am.  St.  Rep.  654,  13  Atl.  447. 

So,  two  or  more  ways  of  necessity  are 
impliedly  included  in  a  grant  of  lands  which 
are  so  divided  by  impassable  barriers  that 
the  different  parts  are  inaccessible  without 
such  ways.  Nichols  v.  Luce,  24  Pick.  102, 
3S  Am.  Dec.  302. 

And  a  statutory  provision  relating  to  the 
acquisition  of  private  ways  by  paying  there- 
for does  not  affect  the  right  of  a  party  who 
is  entitled  to  a  way  of  necessity.  Jay  r. 
Michael,  supra. 

So,  a  way  that  defeats  an  implication  of 
a  way  by  necessity  over  a  portion  of  an  es- 
tate which  was  sold  must  be  a  way  of  right, 
and  not  a  mere  license.  Meredith  v.  Frank, 
supra. 

Nor  is  a  way  of  necessity  created  by  mere 
necessity;  it  always  grows  out  of  some 
grant  or  change  of  ownership  by  operation 
of  law,  to  which  it  is  attached  by  construc- 
tion, as  a  necessary  incident.  Woodworth 
V.  Raymond,  51  Conn.  70;  Wiawell  v.  Mine- 
gue,  57  Vt.  010. 

And  a  way  of  necessity  can  only  be  raised 
out  of  land  granted  or  reserved  by  the 
grantor,  and  never  out  of  the  land  of  a 
stranger.    Oliver  v.  Hook,  47  Md.  301. 

So,  a  right  of  way  by  necessity  over  lands 
of  the  grantor  continues  only  so  long  as 
the  necessity  exists;  it  is  not  a  perpetual 
right  Palmer  v.  Palmer,  160  N.  Y.  139, 
55  Am.  St.  Rep.  653,  44  N.  E.  966. 

And  a  right  of  way  of  necessity  eeases 
upon  the  acquisition  of  another  right  of 
way  over  the  land  of  the  original  common 
owner  to  the  same  highway.  Baker  v.  Cros- 
by, 9  Gray,  421;  Oliver  v.  Hook,  supra. 

And  it  is  not  revived  by  conveying  away 
that  land.    Baker  v.  Crosby,  supra. 

So,  a  way  of  necessity  is  created  at  the 
time  of  a  grant  of  land  to  which  it  is  ap- 
purtenant, so  that  where  the  way  granted 
the  lessee  is  afterwards  extinguished  by  em- 
inent domain,  leaving  him  no  outlet  to  a 
street,  he  is  not  entitled  to  a  way  of  neces- 
sity. Cornell-Andrews  Smelting  Co.  v.  Bos- 
ton &  P.  R.  Corp.  202  Mass.  585,  89  N.  E. 
118;  Bentley  t.  Mills,  174  Mass.  469,  S4 
N.  E.  885. 

It  has  been  held,  however,  that,  in  deter* 
mining  whether  a  way  over  lands  of  a 
grantor  is  a  necessity,  so  as  to  pass  with 
the  land,  tjie  word  "necessity"  does  not  mean 
absolute  physical  necessity.  Pettingill  v. 
Porter,  8  Allen,  1,  86  Am.  Dec.  671. 

But  the  prevailing,  if  not  universal,  rule, 
seems  to  be  that  a  grantee  of  land  obtains 
no  right  of  way  by  necessity  except  when 
the  land  is  surrounded  by,  or  is  inaccessible 
except  through,  other  lands  <rf  his  grantor. 
Trask  v.  Patterson,  29  Me.  499;  Stevens  v. 
Orr,  69  Me.  323;  Carey  v.  Rae,  58  Cal.  160; 
Ogden  V.  Grove,  38  Pa.  487;  M'Donald  t. 
Lindall,  3  Rawle,  492;  Fitchett  t.  Mellow, 
29  Ont.  Rep.  6. 

Necessity,  and  not  convenience,  is  the 
test  of  A  cioim  for  »  right  of  way  hj  ne- 
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cessitj.  Hildreth  v.  Googins,  01  Me.  227,  37 
AtL  560}  Nichols  v.  Luce,  24  Pick.  102,  36 
Am.  Dec.  302;  Dales  v.  Ceas,  5  N.  Y.  Week. 
Dig.  400;  Jones  Fertilizing  Co.  ▼.  Cleve- 
land, C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  7  Ohio  N.  P. 
245;  Meredith  v.  Frank,  56  Ohio  St.  479, 
47  N.  E.  656;  Gill  v.  Trout,  Tappan  (Ohio) 
261;  Bailey  v.  Gray,  63  S.  C.  503,  31  S.  E. 
364;  TurnbuU  v.  Rivera,  3  M'Cord,  L.  131, 
15  Am.  Dec  622;  Fitchett  v.  Mellow,  supra. 

And  there  must  be  proof  of  the  necessity 
and  the  consequent  intention  to  reserve  the 
right  of  way.     Dales  t.  Ceas,  supra. 

And  this  is  so  though  the  owner,  before 
severance,  may  have  been  in  the  habit  of  us- 
ing the  way  over  his  land  to  a  public  high- 
way a  long  time  before  the  conveyance,  and 
of  which  the  grantee  had  notice  at  the  time. 
Meredith  t.  Frank  and  Stevens  t.  Orr,  su- 
pra. 

And  vrhere  a  person's  land  bordered  on  the 
ocean  or  other  water  course  over  which  ac- 
cess could  be  had,  he  will  not  have  a  right 
of  way  over  other  adjoining  lands  of  his 
grantor,  "there  being  no  evidence  that  the 
way  by  water  was  unavailable.  Hildreth  v. 
Googina,  supra;  Kingsley  v.  Gouldsborough 
Land  Improv.  Co.  SO  Me.  279,  25  L.R.A.  502, 
29  Atl.  1074;  Turnbull  v.  Rivers;  Lawton 
T.  Rivers;  and  Fitchett  v.  Mellow, — supra. 

But  where  a  person's  land  could  be 
reached  only  by  water  witliout  passing  over 
the  land  of  another,  and  the  way  by  water 
was  unavailable  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  natural  uses  of  the  land,  a  way  of  ne- 
cessity will  be  implied  from  the  grant  of 
the  common  owner  of  both  tracts  of  land 
of  the  inclosed  tract  to  the  person  seeking 
relief.  Grammar  School  v.  Jeffrey's  Neck 
Pasture,  174  Mass.  572,  55  N.  E.  462. 

Nor  does  the  fact  that  a  right  of  way  to 
one's  land  is  too  steep  or  too  narrow,  or  that 
it  is  less  advantageous  than  another  way, 
give  him  a  right  of  way  of  necessity  over 
other  lands  of  his  grantor.  Outerbridge  v. 
Phelps,  13  Jones  &  S.  555,  13  Abb.  N.  C. 
117;  Bully  Hill  Copper  Min.  &  Smelting 
Co.  V.  Bruson,  4  Cal.  App.  180,  87  Pac.  237 ; 
Kripp  V.  Curtis,  71  Cal.  62,  11  Pac.  879. 

AJid  where  a  tract  of  JIand  is  touched  by 
steep  and  hilly  settlement  roads,  there  is 
no  such  necessity  as  will  warrant  a  way 
across  adjoining  lands  in  order  to  reach  a 
public  road  which  is  in  a  better  condition 
and  on  which  heavier  loads  may  be  drawn. 
Gaines  v.  Lunsford,  120  Ga.  370,  102  Am. 
St.  Rep.  109,  47  8.  E.  967;  Myers  t.  Dunn, 
49  Conn.  71. 

Nor  is  the  rule  changed  by  the  fact  that 
a  cut  or  obstruction  exists  on  his  land  be- 
,  tween  his  residence  and  the  settlement  road. 
Qaines  ▼.  Lunsford,  supra. 

Or  because  the  settlement  road  is  liable 
to  be  closed;  as  long  as  it  is  open  to  his 
use,  no  legal  necessity  for  opening  another 
way  exists.    Ibid. 

Or  by  the  fact  that  the  existing  road  was 
not  capable  of  utilization  without  a  large 
expenditure  of  money.  Fitchett  v.  Mellow 
and  Carey  ▼.  Rae,  supra. 

Or  because  the  difficulties  or  disadvan- 
tages will  be  great.  Frances's  Appeal,  96 
'iH  L.B.A.(N.S.) 


Pa.  200;  M'Donald  ▼.  Lindall  and  Nichols 
T.  Luce,  supra. 

A  way  of  necessity  never  exists  where  a 
man  can  get  to  his  property  through  his 
own  land,  however  inconvenient  the  way 
through  his  own  land  may  be.  Jones  Fer- 
tilizing Co.  V.  Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R. 
Co.  supra;  Morgan  v.  Meuth,  60  Mich.  238, 
27  N.  W.  509;  Outerbridge  v.  Phelps;  Og- 
den  V.  Grove;  and  M'Donald  v.  Lindall,— 
supra;  O'Brien's  Appeal,  11  W.  N.  C.  229; 
Turnbull  v.  Rivers,  supra 

Unreasonable  labor  and  expense  of  mak- 
ing a  way  which  will  warrant  the  arising 
by  implication  of  a  way  from  property 
granted  over  other  property  of  the  grantor 
means  excessive  and  disproportionate  ex- 
pense to  the  value  of  the  property  pur- 
chased.   Petting!  II  v.  Porter,  supra. 

And  in  determining  whether  another  way 
out  for  a  grantee  of  land  can  be  made  with- 
out unreasonable  labor  and  expense,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  creation  of  a  right  of  way 
over  the  grantor's  other  land,  the  jury  may 
consider  the  comparative  value  of  the  land 
and  the  probable  cost  of  such  a  way.     Ibid. 

But  a  way  over  other  land  of  the  grantor 
may  pass  as  appurtenant  tu  land  granted 
to  a  grantee,  even  though  there  be  no  in- 
superable physical  obstacles  to  prevent  ac- 
cess by  another  way,  if  such  other  way  can- 
not be  made  without  unreasonable  labor  and 
expense.     Ibid. 

And  a  stairway  and  hall  constructed  by 
the  owner  of  two  adjoining  buildings  next 
to  the  wall  of  one  of  them  for  access  to  the 
second  stories  of  both  is  a  reasonable  ne- 
cessity to  the  other,  where  access  to  ite 
second  story  cannot  be  gained  without  a 
large  outlay  of  money  and  impairment  of 
the  size  and  usefulness  of  the  first  story, 
so  that,  in  case  of  the  sale  of  the  building 
to  diiferent  persons,  the  purchaser  of  the 
one  containing  the  stairway  and  hall  will 
not,  although  he  purchased  first,  be  per- 
mitted to  prevent  or  forbid  their  use  by  the 
purchaser  of  the  other.  Powers  v.  HefiTer- 
nan,  233  III.  507,  16  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  623,  122 
Am.  St.  Rep.  109,  84  N.  £.  661. 

Nor  can  there  exist  any  right  to  claim 
another  different  way  as  a  way  of  neces- 
sity, though  the  route  now  used  may  be 
at  the  sufferance  of  the  grantor.  Dabney 
v.  Child  (Miss.)  48  So.  897. 

And  an  acceptance  of  a  conveyance  of  a 
lot  with  a  restricted  right  of  way  bars  the 
grantee  from  claiming  a  larger  way  over 
the  grantor's  other  proper^  as  a  necessity. 
Haskell  t.  Wright,  23  N.  J.  Eq.  389. 

And  an  owner  of  a  lot  abutting  on  a 
street,  who  sells  a  piece  of  it  next  to  the 
street,  is  not  entitled  to  a  way  of  necessity 
over  the  part  sold,  where  he  has  a  right  of 
way  over  the  next  lot,  which  takes  him  to 
another  lot  owned  by  himself,  which  abuts 
on  the  street.  Leonard  v.  Leonard,  2  Allen, 
643. 

Nor  does  the  impassability  of  a  road  give 
to  a  person  owning  land  any  right  of  way 
over  adjoining  lands  which  '.:ad  previodsly 
been  owned  by  the  same  person;  it  may  con- 
fer a  personal,  temporary  right  in  common 
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with  the  traveling  public  to  pass  over  the 
land  of  another  when  an  established  road 
is  impassable,  but  it  is  not  a  right  which  is 
incident  or  appurtenant  to  his  estate.  Cher- 
ry V.  Brizzolara,  89  Ark.  300,  21  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)   508,  116  S.  W.  668. 

A  way  of  necessity  is  a  way  which  is  the 
most  convenient  access  to  a  land-locked  ten- 
ement over  other  property  belonging  to  the 
grantor,  the  grantor  having  a  right  himself 
to  elect  in  which  course  the  way  of  necessity 
shall  go.  Brown  v.  Alabaster,  L.  R.  37  Ch. 
Div.  490. 

It  is  a  way  by  grant  because,  by  operation 
of  law,  it  passes  as  incident  to  the  grant; 
and  when  the  use  of  a  thing  is  granted, 
everything  is  granted  by  which  the  grantee 
may  have  and  enjoy  such  use.  Gill  v.  Trout, 
supra. 

Whether  a  way  in  use  at  the  time  when 
lands  were  divided  among  the  heirs  at  law 
of  a  deceased  proprietor  of  an  extensive 
tract  was  in  fact  a  way  of  necessity,  and  so 
regarded  by  the  parties  in  interest,  and 
whether  its  continuous  use  was  contem- 
plated, are  questions  of  fact.  Holmes  t. 
Jones,  80  Ga.  659,  7  S.  E.  168. 

o.  Rule  where  parcel  is  cut  off  from 
public  way. 

1.  Implied  grant. 

One  who  sells  land  wholly  surrounded  by 
other  lands  belonging  to  him  impliedly 
grants  a  right  of  way  to  and  from  the  in- 
terior tract  sold,  over  the  exterior  lands 
retained,  as  a  way  of  necessity.  Pleas  v. 
Thomas,  76  Miss.  495,  22  So.  820;  Bonelli 
Bros.  T.  Blakemore,  06  Miss.  136,  14  Am. 
St.  Rep.  550,  5  So.  228;  Lanier  v.  Booth, 
50  Miss.  410;  Taylor  v.  Warnaky,  55  Cal. 
350;  Kripp  v.  Curtis,  71  Cal.  62,  11  Pac. 
879;  Barnard  v.  Lloyd,  85  Cal.  131,  24  Pac. 
658;  San  Joaquin  Valley  Bank  v.  Dodge,  125 
Cal.  77,  57  Pac.  687;  Collins  v.  Prentice,  16 
Conn.  39,  38  Am.  Dec.  61;  McEwan  v.  Ba- 
ker, 98  111.  App.  271;  Kuhlman  v.  Hecht, 
77  111.  670;  Mead  v.  Anderson,  40  Kan.  203, 
19  Pac.  708;  Brown  v.  Burkenmeyer,  9 
Dana,  159,  33  Am.  Dec.  541;  Thomas  v. 
Bertram,  4  Bush,  317;  Beall  v.  Clore,  6 
Bush,  676;  Estep  v.  Hammons,  104  Ky. 
144,  46  S.  W.  715;  Roland  v.  O'Neal  (Ky.) 
122  S.  W.  827;  Bentlcy  v.  Hampton,  28 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  1083,  91  S.  W.  266;  Bruning  v. 
New  Orleans  Canal  &  Bkg.  Co.  12  La.  Ann. 
641;  McTavish  v.  Carroll,  7  Md.  362,  61 
Am.  Dec.  353;  Oliver  v.  Hook,  47  Md.  301; 
Nichols  v.  Lube,  24  Pick.  102,  35  Am.  Dec. 
302;  Bass  v.  Edwards,  126  Mass.  445; 
Schmidt  v.  Quinn,  136  Mass.  675;  Baldwin 
V.  Erie  Shooting  Club,  127  Mich.  659,  87 
N.  W.  59;  Chase  v.  Hall,  41  Mo.  App.  15; 
Kimball  v.  Cochecho  R.  Co.  27  N.  H.  448, 
69  Am.  Dec.  387 ;  Holmes  v.  Seely,  19  Wend. 
607;  Smyles  v.  Hastings,  22  N.  Y.  217,  af- 
firming 24  Barb.  44;  Palmer  v.  Palmer,  150 
N.  Y.  139,  55  Am.  St.  Rep.  653,  44  N.  E. 
966;  Mosher  v.  Hibbs,  24  Ohio  C.  C.  376; 
Jones  Fertilizing  Co.  v.  Cleveland,  C.  C.  & 
St.  L.  R.  Co.  7  Ohio  N.  P.  245;  Brown  v. 
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Kemp,  46  Or.  517,  81  Pac  236;  Wissler  v. 
Hershey,  23  Pa.  333;  Com.  v.  Burford,  225 
Pa.  93,  73  Atl.  1064;  Gardner  v.  Weaver, 
11  W.  N.  C.  544;  Brown  v.  Berry,  6  Coldw. 
98;  Turnbull  v.  Rivers,  3  M'Oord,  L.  131, 
16  Am.  Dec.  622;  Pearne  v.  Coal  Creek 
Min.  &  Mfg.  Co.  90  Tenn.  619,  18  S.  W, 
402;  Kruegel  v.  Nitschman,  15  Tex.  Civ. 
App.  641,  40  S.  W.  68;  Wiswell  v.  Minogue, 
57  Vt.  616;  Boyd  v.  Woolwine,  40  W.  Va. 
282,  21  S.  E.  1020;  Wooldridge  v.  Coughlin, 
46  W.  Va.  345,  33  S.  E.  233;  Roberge  v. 
Vachon,  Rap.  Jud.  Quebec,  13  C.  8.  72; 
Pearson  v.  Spencer,  1  Best  &  S.  571;  How- 
ton  V.  Frearson,  8  T.  R.  50;  Morris  v.  Edg- 
ington,  3  Taunt.  24. 

And  if  a  grantor  conveys  lands  surround- 
ed by  his  other  lands  and  those  of  a  third 
person,  a  right  of  way  by  necessity  across 
his  lands  arises  in  favor  of  the  grantee  and 
his  successors  in  interest.  Palmer  v.  Pal- 
mer, 160  N.  Y.  139,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  653,  44 
N.  E.  966;  Smyles  v.  Hastings;  Taylor  v. 
Warnaky;  San  Joaquin  Valley  Bank  v. 
Dodge ;  Mead  v.  Anderson ;  Estep  .v.  Ham- 
mons; Bruning  v.  New  Orleans  Canal  & 
Bkg.  Co.;  Bass  v.  Edwards;  Schmidt  v. 
Quinn;  Pleas  v.  Thomas;  Kimball  v.  Coche- 
cho R.  Co.;  Mosher  v.  Hibbs;  Brown  v. 
Kemp;  Brown  v.  Berry;  Pearne  v.  Coal 
Creek  Min.  &  Mfg.  Co.;  and  Wooldridge  v. 
Coughlin, — supra. 

Unless  the  situation  of  the  land  or  the 
object  for  which  it  is  used  and  conveyed 
shows  that  no  grant  of  such  right  was  in- 
tended.    Mead  v.  Anderson,  supra. 

The  fact  that  access  to  land  might  be 
had  by  passing  over  the  lands  of  a  third 
person  will  not  defeat  the  owner's  claim  to  a 
way  by  necessity  over  adjoining  lands  re- 
tained by  his  grantor,  if  there  is  no  right  to 
pass  over  lands  of  such  third  person. 
Whitchouse  v.  Cummings,  83  Me.  91,  23  Am. 
St.  Rep.  756,  21  Atl.  743. 

And  the  mere  fact  that  there  is  a  way 
used  as  an  approach  to  a  lot,  but  upon  which 
the  lot  does  not  abut,  and  which  has  not 
been  dedicated  to  public  use,  does  not  con- 
stitute such  way  an  appurtenance  to  the  lot, 
which  will  pass  by  a  deed  thereof,  which 
docs  not  mention  the  way,  either  in  terms 
of  description  or  as  an  appurtenance  to  the 
lot.  Poole  v.  Dulaney,  19  Tex.  Civ.  App. 
117,  46  S.  W.  276. 

The  sale  implies,  without  its  being  ex- 
pressed, a  warranty  against  acts  of  the  vend- 
or that  would  prevent  or  interfere  with 
the  full  enjoyment  of  the  thing  sold.  Brun- 
ing V.  New  Orleans  Canal  &  Bkg.  Co.  supra. 

And  the  way  should  not  be  restricted  in 
its  use  to  the  daytime,  or  so  as  to  exclude 
the  vendee's  guests.  Baldwin  v.  Erie  Shoot- 
ing Club,  127  Mich.  659,  87  N.  W.  59. 

And  where  a  party  sells  two  adjoining 
tracts  of  land,  from  one  of  which  there  is 
access  te  a  public  highway  only  by  passing 
over  the  other,  a  right  of  way  over  the  oth- 
er by  necessity  is  created.  Rqgerson  v. 
Shepherd,  33  W.  Va.  307,  10  S.  E.  632. 

And  where  a  person  granted  land  having 
no  access  save  by  private  way  over  his  oth- 
er land,  and  this  was  not  named  in  the  deed. 
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but  it  was  understood  that  it  was  to  pasi^ 
aa  incident  to  the  grant,  and  later  he  granted 
«  tract  lying  beyond  the  first  vendee  s  land, 
granting  a  right  of  way  over  the  same  priv- 
ate way  which  was  used  by  both  vendees, 
and  aubaequently  the  vendor**  lands  were 
•old  under  decree,  and  the  purchaser  re- 
ceived a  deed  granting  the  same  right  of 
way,  he  ia  not  entitled  to  close  up  such  way 
against  the  first  vendee.  Bond  v.  Willis,  84 
"V^.  796,  6  S.  E.  136. 

And  where  one  grants  a  parcel  of  land 
to  which  there  is  no  access  from  the  high- 
way save  over  lands  retained  by  him,  and 
in  the  grant  covenants  to  provide  a  right  of 
way  to  the  highway  by  laying  out  and  dedi- 
cating for  public  use  a  street  or  streets  to 
form  such  right  of  way,  such  covenant  is  en- 
forceable by  and  against  subsequent  pur- 
chasers from  the  parties,  though  the  grantor 
did  not  expressly  covenant  except  for  him- 
self. Empire  Bridge  Co.  v.  Larkin  Soap  Co. 
£9  Misc.  46,  109  N.  Y.  Supp.  1062,  affirmed 
in  117  N.  Y.  Supp.  1134. 

So,  while  a  right  of  way  of  a  grantor  who 
Bells  lands  completely  surrounding  those  re- 
tained by  him  may  be  relinquished  by  ex- 
press words  clearly  indicating  an  intention 
to  do  so,  general  covenants  which  do  not  in- 
dicate that  such  relinquishment  was  intend- 
ed will  not  be  construed  as  a  waiver  of  such 
easements,  and  the  grantor  will  not  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  relinquished  by  general  cove- 
nants of  a  warranty  deed.  McEwan  v.  Bak- 
er, 98  111.  App.  271. 

And  that  a  grantor's  deed  of  land  sur- 
rounding a  tract  which  he  retained  con- 
tained terms  of  general  warranty,  and  that 
he  knowingly  permitted  improvements  on 
the  land  gi-anted  without  asserting  his  right 
of  way  over  it,  does  not  estop  him  from  aft- 
erwards claiming  the  right  of  way.  Holman 
V.  Patterson,  84  Tex.  Civ.  App.  344,  78  S. 
W.  989. 

Nor  is  a  right  to  a  way  of  necessity  over 
the  lands  of  a  grantor,  existing  in  favor  of 
the  grantee,  because  the  land  granted  is  sur- 
rounded partially  by  the  land  of  the  grantor 
and  elsewhere  by  the  land  of  strangers,  af- 
fected by  a  contract  of  sale  oi  part  of  the 
surrounding  lands  of  the  grantor,  made 
prioi  to  the  conveyance  to  the  grantee,  and 
of  which  he  had  no  notice.  Fairchild  v. 
Stewart,  117  Iowa,  734,  89  N.  W.  1075. 

And  where  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land 
fronting  on  a  highway  conveyed  to  another 
a  part  thereof,  having  no  other  way  of 
egress  to  any  highway  except  over  the  part 
thereof  which  the  grantor  retained,  a  right 
of  way  by  necessity  from  the  lands  pur- 
chased to  the  highway,  over  those  retained, 
is  not  defeated  by  the  contemporaneous  con- 
veyance of  the  retained  lands  by  the  owner, 
in  trust  for  himself.  Miller  v.  Richards,  139 
Ind.  263,  38  N.  E.  864. 

And  a  grantee  entitled  to  a  right  of  way 
by  implication  Of  law,  because  he  had  pur- 
chased lands  access  to  which  could  only  be 
had  over  other  lands  of  the  grantor,  will 
not  be  estopped  to  claim  such  right  of  way 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


because  he  purchased  another  pass  way  from 
a  third  person,  not  the  owner  of  the  serv- 
ient estate.     Katep  v.  Hammons,  supra. 

So,  the  rule  that  a  way  of  necessity  arises 
when  one  grants  a  parcel  of  land  surround- 
ed by  his  other  lands,  or  where  the  grantee 
has  no  access  to  the  lands  purchasS  from 
the  public  road  except  over  the  land  of  the 
grantor  or  that  of  a  stranger,  applies  to  a 
grantee  who  takes  title  under  foreclosure 
of  a  mortgage  on  land  so  situated  that  there 
is  no  access  thereto  except  across  a  home- 
stead of  the  mortgagor,  which  was  includ- 
ed in  the  mortgage,  but  not  sold  thereunder. 
San  Joaquin  Valley  Bank  v.  Dodge,  126  Cal. 
77,  67  Pac.  687. 

And  a  right  of  using  a  road  as  the  only 
obvious  mode  of  access  to  a  stable  must  be 
deemed  to  have  been  intended  to  pass  under 
a  conveyance  of  the  stable  and  the  rights, 
members,  and  appurtenances  held,  occupied, 
or  enjoyed  therewith.  Bayley  v.  Great  VVest- 
em  R.  Co.  L.  R.  26  Ch.  DiV.  434. 

And  where  a  person  owned  two  lots  or 
parcels  of  land,  one  in  front  and  the  other 
in  the  rear,  and  there  was  a  private  way 
over  the  front  lot  for  communication  be- 
tween the  rear  lot  and  the  street,  and  the 
owner  conveyed  the  rear  lot  with  all  the 
"rights,  hereditaments,  privileges,  and  ap- 
purtenances belonging  or  in  any  way  apper- 
taining to  the  land,"  and  no  access  from  the 
tract  purchased  to  the  highway  could  be 
had  e.xcept  over  the  front  tract,  the  pur^ 
chaser  is  entitled  to  the  right  of  way  so  es- 
tablished by  force  of  the  express  terms  of 
the  grant.     Brown  t.  Berry,  supra. 

So,  where  a  man  owning  a  large  farm 
leased  to  an  employee  a  small  piece  of 
ground  in  the  interior  of  his  farm,  the  leas- 
ing by  implication  gave  the  employee  a  right 
of  way  of  necessity  in  order  that  he  might 
render  the  tenement  beneficial,  and  he  is 
not  a  trespasser  in  crossing  the  employer's 
land  to  reach  the  land  he  had  leased.  Pow- 
rrs  V.  Harlow,  53  Mich.  507,  61  Am.  Rep. 
164,  10  N.  W.  267. 

And  where,  in  such  case,  a  farm  road  ap- 
proached the  part  leased,  but  did  not  reach 
it,  and  between  this  road  and  the  part 
leased  the  farmer  stored  a  box  of  dynamite 
with  cartridge  exploders,  under  a  low  shed, 
only  partially  inclosed  in  a  box,  not  always 
kept  covered  and  never  securely  fastened, 
and  a  young  child  of  the  lessee,  who  had 
been  at  work  in  the  field,  went  into  the 
shed,  got  a  cartridge,  and  exploded  it,  and 
was  injured,  and  neither  the  child  nor  the 
father  knew  what  was  kept  in  the  slied,  or 
of  any  danger  there,  or  of  any  reason  for 
keeping  away  from  it,  and  there  was  no 
warning  of  danger  except  the  word  "powder" 
written  on  the  box,  which  neither  the  father 
nor  the  child  could  read,  the  farmer  is 
liable  for  the  injury  done.     Ibid. 

So,  where  a  piece  of  property  is  bounded 
on  three  sides  by  private  property  and  on 
the  fourth  side  by  a  passageway  constituted 
solely  in  favor  of  other  portions  of  the  land, 
it  is  shut  off  from  the  highway,  so  as  to  be 
23 
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entitled  to  a  right  of  way  of  necessity.  Ro- 
berge  v.  Vachon,  Rap.  Jud.  Quebec,  13  0.  S. 
72. 

And  where  a  large  tract  of  land  was  en- 
tirely surrounded  by  the  lands  of  others, 
and  without  access  to  a  public  road,  and  the 
owner  purchased  another  tract,  adjoining 
and  lying  between  it  and  a  public  road,  and 
made  a  private  way  through  the  tract  sub- 
sequently purchased,  to  admit  of  passage 
through,  and  the  original  tract  was  sold  to 
satisfy  a  lien,  there  is  a  way  of  necessity 
in  favor  of  the  purchaser  through  the  tract 
subsequently  purchased.  Froudfoot  v.  SafQe, 
62  W.  Va.  51,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  482,  57  S.  E. 
259. 

And  where  one  person  owns  the  north  and 
another  the  south  40  acres  of  the  east  half 
of  the  northwest  quarter  of  a  section,  which 
80  acres  were  entered  as  one  parcel  by  their 
common  grantor,  and  the  owner  of  the  north 
part  also  owns  the  northeast  quarter  of  such 
section,  and  a  highway  runs  along  the  north 
and  the  east  lines  of  such  section,  and  the 
owner  of  the  south  part  has  no  outlet  to 
either  of  the  highways  except  over  the  other 
owner's  land,  either  to  the  north  or  the 
east  or  to  the  south,  across  lands  of  other 
people,  he  is  entitled  by  implication  to  a 
way  of  necessity  to  the  highway  on  the 
north,  and  that  the  owner  of  the  north  lot 
offered  to  sell  him  a  way,  and  that  he  never 
sought  to  condemn  a  private  road,  is  imma- 
teriaL  Moore  v.  White  (Mich.)  124  N.  W. 
62. 

So,  where  a  person  covenanted  to  convey 
the  minerals,  together  with  the  necessary 
mining  rights  in  certain  land  which  was  a 
parcel  wholly  within  a  larger  boundary  of 
his  land,  a  right  of  way  over  the  land  not 
conveyed,  as  of  necessity,  is  included  in 
the  covenant.  Neal  v.  Finley  (Ky.)  124 
a.  W.  348;  Pearne  v.  Coal  Creek  Min.  & 
Mfg.  Co.  90  Tenn.  619,  18  S.  W.  402. 

And  a  grant  of  all  the  timber  of  a  par- 
ticular kind  on  a  tract  of  land,  with  the 
right  to  enter  and  remove  it,  which  timber 
is  inaccessible  except  over  land  of  the 
grantor  or  that  of  strangers,  carries  with 
it  by  implication  a  right  of  way  for  that 
purpose  over  the  other  land  of  the  grantor. 
Pine  Tree  Lumber  Co.  v.'  McKinley,  83 
Minn.  419,  86  N.  W.  414. 

And  where  a  person  owning  premises 
upon  which  was  a  sawmill  conveyed  by 
metes  and  boiinds  the  portion  thereof  upon 
which  the  mill  was  located,  with  appurte- 
nances, describing  it  as  his  mill  property, 
and  between  the  premises  conveyed  and  the 
highway  was  a  piece  of  land  used  for  many 
years  as  a  way  to  the  mill  land  m  a  mill 
yard  for  storing  logs,  and  there  was  no 
other  access  to  the  mill  from  the  highway, 
and  the  use  of  the  land  was  necessary  to 
the  mill  as  a  mill  yard,  an  easement  in  such 
land  for  a  way  and  for  a  mill  yard  was 
carried  with  the  principal  thing  conveyed. 
Voorhees  v.  Burchard,  55  N.  Y.  98. 

So,  where  a  schoolhouse  was  built  by  the 
public  on  a  small  lot  forming  a  part  of  a 
tract  of  land  owned  by  an  individual,  and 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


the  children  could  not  conveniently,  and 
without  traveling  a  very  considerable  dis- 
tance, approach  the  schoolhouse  without 
passing  over  such  person's  land,  until  a 
highway  to  the  sclioulhouse  was  provided, 
the  children  residing  in  the  district  had 
the  right  necessarily  to  travel  over  the  land 
of  the  individual  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  school.    Wilson  v.  Garrard,  59  111.  51. 

And  school  directors  cannot  annul  an 
election  changing  a  school  site,  repudiate  the 
site  chosen,  and  call  for  an  election  to  vota 
on  the  question  of  building  a  new  school- 
house  on  the  old  site,  discarded  at  the  first 
election,  merely  because  the  new  site  is 
some  distance  *from  a  public  highway,  es- 
pecially where  it  does  not  appear  that  Uierc 
was  not  a  right  of  way  from  the  public 
highway,  either  by  necessity  or  from  im- 
plied license.  Kieima  v.  Mansker,  178  111. 
15,  52  N.  E.  1047. 

But  where  a  plat  of  land  near  the  cen- 
ter of  an  inclosed  pasture  was  condemned 
for  a  schoolhouse  site,  and  nothing  was  said 
or  done  with  reference  to  a  right  of  way  to 
it  in  the  condemnation  proceedings,  the  rule 
that  if  a  man  sells  land  to  another  which  ia 
wholly  surrounded  by  his  own  land,  the 
purchaser  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  way  over 
the  other's  land  to  arrive  at  his  own  land 
does  not  apply,  since  in  such  case  there  is 
no  grant  of  the  thing,  and  can  be  no  im- 
plication that  a  way  was  incident  to  or  in- 
cluded with  the  grant.  Banks  v.  School 
Directors,  194  111.  247,  62  K.  E.  604. 

In  the  above  case,  Kiehna  v.  Mansker, 
supra,  was  distinguished  upon  the  ground 
that  in  that  case  .the  site  was  conveyed  by 
the  owner,  and  there  was  either  a  way  by 
necessity,  arising  by  implication  from  the 
grant  of  the  land,  or  an  express  license. 

Before  one  can  assert  a  way  of  necessity 
over  land  of  another,  however,  every  es- 
sential requisite  to  such  a  right  must  af- 
firmatively appear;  not  only  the  necessity 
of  ingress  to  and  egress  from  his  land  must 
exist,  but  there  must  be  no  other  suitable 
outlet.  Charleston  &  W.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Flem- 
ing, 119  Ga.  005,  47  S.  E.  541. 

And  a  person  who  purchases  a  strip  of 
land  in  the  rear  of  a  lot  already  owned  by 
him  cannot  claim  a  right  of  way  over  lands 
adjoining  those  purchased,  belonn-ing  to  the 
person  from  whom  he  purchased,  though 
the  lands  in  front  and  between  the  pur- 
chased lands  and  the  street  were  improved 
and  built  upon  so  that  they  could  not  be 
used  for  access  to  the  street.  Botsford  ▼. 
Wallace,  69  Conn.  263,  37  Atl.  902. 

Conditions  implying  the  grant  of  a  way 
of  necessity  where  none  is  mentioned  in  a 
oonveyance  must  create  a  strict  necessity 
for  the  way  in  order  reasonably  to  use  the 
property  conveyed,  and  the  right  continues 
until  the  necessity  ceases.  Grammar  School 
T.  Jeffrey's  Neck  Pasture,  174  Mass.  672, 
66  N.  £.  462. 

And  a  purchaser  of  land  whose  grantor's 
other  land  does  not  entirely  surround  that 
purchased  Acquires  no  ri.elit  of  way  by  im- 
plication  over   the   remaining   land  of   the 
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grantor,  though  it  lies  between  the  land 
bought  by  him  and  the  public  highway. 
Kuhlman  y.  Heoht,  77  111.  570. 

And  a  purchaser  of  land  has  no  right  of 
way  by  necessity  over  other  land  of  the 
vendor  to  any  portion  of  the  same  entire 
tract  of  the  purchaser's  land.  Cooper  v. 
Maupjn,  6  Mo.  624,  35  Am.  Dec.  456. 

So,  while  a  way  of  necessity  by  implied 

frant  arises  over  the  land  of  a  grantor  to  a 
ighway,  in  favor  of  the  grantees,  when  the 
grantor  conveys  a  part  of  his  estate  which 
IS  entirely  surrounded  by  lands  of  others 
and  the  part  retained  by  him,  the  way  is 
not  permanent,  and  ceases  upon  the  termi- 
nation of  the  necessity;  and  hence  such  a 
way  ceases  when  a  third-class  road  is  estab- 
lished, giving  an  outlet  to  the  highway 
from  land  formerly  served  by  the  way  of 
necessity.  Sassnian  v.  Collins  (Tex.  Civ. 
App.)  115  S.  W.  337;  Proudfoot  v.  Saffle, 
supra. 

And  the  purchase  of  several  tracts  of 
land  which  completely  inclose  land  belong- 
ing to  another  person  will  not  entitle  him 
to  a  way  of  necessity  if  there  had  been  no 
such  way  over  either  of  the  parcels  bought, 
although  highways  leading  thereto  were  dis- 
continued at  the  instance  of  the  purchaser 
of  the  surrounding  land.  Ellis  v.  Blue 
Mountain  Forest  Asso.  09  N.  H.  385,  42 
UR.A.  570,  41  Atl.  856. 

So,  while  one  who  takes  a  conveyance  of 
land  surrounded  by  lands  of  his  grantor 
and  others  can  enforce  a  right  of  way  un- 
der plea  of  necessity  against  his  grantors, 
he  cannot  do  so  against  others.  Linken- 
hoker  r.  Graybill,  80  Va.  835. 

2.  Implied,  reaervutton. 

It  has  been  held  that  a  right  of  way  by 
necessity  does  not  exist  where  a  party  has, 
by  his  own  voluntary  conveyance,  cut  him- 
self oiT  from  access  to  his  land.  Jones  Fer- 
tilizing Co.  V.  Cleveland,  C.  C.  &,  St.  L.  R. 
Co.  7  Ohio  N.  P.  245. 

But  the  prevailing  rule  would  appear  to 
be  that  if  a  grantor  conveys  part  of  his 
lands,  reserving  a  part  to  which  there  is  no 
means  of  access  except  over  the  part  con- 
veyed away  he  is  entitled  to  a  way  by  neces- 
sity over  the  part  conveyed  by  him.  Col- 
lins ▼.  Prentice,  15  Conn.  39,  38  Am.  Dec. 
61 ;  Pierce  v.  Selleck,  18  Conn.  321 ;  Jay  v. 
Michael,  92  Md.  198,  48  Atl.  61;  Fleas  v. 
Thomas,  75  Miss.  495,  22  So.  820;  Pingree 
V.  McDuffie,  66  N.  H.  306;  Fritz  v.  Tomp- 
kins, 18  Misc.  614,  41  N.  Y.  Supp.  985; 
Empire  Bridge  Co.  v.  Larkin  Soap  Co.  69 
Aiisc.  46,  109  N.  Y.  Supp.  1062,  affinned  in 
117  N.  Y.  Supp.  1034;  Meredith  v.  Frank, 
56  Ohio  St.  470,  47  N.  E.  656;  Holman  v. 
Patterson,  34  Tex.  Civ.  App.  344,  78  S. 
W.  989 ;  Howton  T.  Frearson,  8  T.  R.  60. 

And  the  rule  is  the  same  where  a  grantor 
retains  a  tract  surrounded  partly  by  the 
tract  conveyed  and  partly  by  the  land  of 
a  stranger;  there  is  an  implied  reservation 
of  a  right  of  way  over  land  granted.  Hol- 
man V.  Patterson,  supra. 
*  Nor  is  the  right  of  a  person  who  sells  a 
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part  of  his  tract  of  land  entirely  surround- 
ing the  part  retained  by  him  to  a  way  of 
necessity  over  the  part  sold  affected  or 
taken  away  by  the  fact  that  he  gave  a 
warranty  deed  of  the  part  sold.  Empire 
Bridge  Co.  y.  Larkin  Soap  Co.  and  Jay  v. 
Michael,  supra. 

Or  by  the  fact  that  his  deed  contains  a 
covenant  against  encumbrances.  Meredith 
V.  Frank,  56  Ohio  St.  479,  47  N.  E.  656. 

And  if  a  landowner  conveys  a  right  of 
way  through  his  farm  in  fee  to  a  railroad 
company,  and  years  afterwards  natural  gas 
is  found  on  his  lands  situated  on  the  fur- 
ther side  of  such  right  of  way  from  his  resi- 
dence, the  law  will  imply  a  way  of  neces- 
sity by  which  he  may  pipe  such  gas  to  his 
residence  for  use  therein,  the  pipes  to  be 
BO  laid  and  constructed  as  not  to  interfere 
in  any  way  with  the  railroad  company's 
proper  use  and  occupation  of  its  right  ot 
way.  Uhl  v.  Ohio  River  R.  Co.  47  W.  Va. 
59,  34  S.  E.  934. 

And  where  a  person  purchased  a  lease  of 
a  house,  part  of  an  estate  agreed  to  be  let 
to  the  vendor  upon  building  leases,  and 
there  was  an  open  archway  under  part  of 
the  house,  described  as  a  gateway  in  the 
ground  plan  of  the  house,  drawn  on  the 
lease,  and  which,  when  the  buildings  on 
the  estate  were  completed  in  accordance 
with  the  plan  of  the  building  agreement, 
formed  the  only  means  of  access  to  a  mews 
behind  the  house,  and,  at  the  time  of  the 
purchase,  the  buildings  not  being  then  com- 
pleted, there  was  other  means  of  access  to 
the  mews,  and  the  assignment  contained  no 
reservation  of  a  right  of  way,  but  the  arch- 
way was  used  as  an  entrance  until  the 
buildings  were  completed,  the  right  of  way 
through  the  archway  was  reserved  to  the 
vendor  by  implication,  the  state  of  the  prop- 
erty at  the  time  of  the  purchase  being  such 
as  to  put  purchaser  upon  inquiry,  and  fix 
him  with  constructive  notice  of  the  build- 
ing plan.    Davies  v.  Sear,  L.  R.  7  Eq.  427. 

A  right  of  way  of  necessity,  held  by  one 
who  sold  land  completely  surrounding  lands 
retained  by  him,  however,  terminates  when 
the  necessity  ends.  Empire  Bridge  Co.  y. 
Larkin  Soap  Co.  and  Fritz  v.  Tompkins, 
supra. 

And  a  person  claiming  a  right  of  way 
over  lands  which,  with  his  own,  had  former- 
ly constituted  one  estate,  must  show  that 
without  the  way  he  will  be  subjected  to  an 
expense,  excessive  and  disproportionate  to 
the  value  of  his  estate,  or  that  his  estate 
clearly  depends  for  its  appropriate  enjoy- 
ment on  the  way,  or  that  some  conclusive 
indication  of  his  grantor's  intention  exists 
in  the  circumstances  of  his  estate.  O'Rorke 
V.  Smith,  11  R.  I.  259,  23  Am.  Hep.  440. 

And  the  right  of  way  possessed  by  a  man 
having  two  parcels  of  land,  to  one  of  which 
be  has  no  access  except  over  the  other, 
where  he  conveys  the  accessible  parcel,  re- 
serving the  inaccessible  one,  over  the  ac- 
cessible parcel  which  he  conveyed,  will  not 
pass  as  an  appurtenance  of  the  land;  and 
where  he  afterwards  conveys  the  inacces- 
sible parcel  to  a  third  person,  the  purchaser 
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of  this  parcel  does  not  necessarily  have  the 
same  right  of  way  by  force  of  the  convey- 
ance.   Pierce  t.  Selleck,  supra.  -  . 

VI.  Application  of  rules  to  eaaements  in 
■  waters  and  tcater  courses. 

a.  Natural  ujater  courses. 

Where  the  natural  course  and  outlet  for 
water  on  the  land  of  one  owner  is  over  the 
adjoining  land  of  another,  such  course  can- 
not be  obstructed.  Fatneaud  t.  Claire,  32 
111.  App.  554. 

And  if  land  with  »  run  of  water  upon  it 
be  sold,  the  water  passes  with  the  land; 
and  the  vendee,  having  used  the  water, 
though  for  less  than  twenty  years,  gains 
a  title  to  it  by  appropriation,  and  may 
maintain  an  action  for  obstructing  it.  Can- 
ham  T.  Fisk,  2  Cromp.  &  J.  126;  Denton  t. 
Leddell,  23  N.  J.  Eq.  64. 

So,  if  the  owner  of  two  estates  betweeii 
which  there  exists  the  apparent  marks  of 
an  easement  connected  with  running  water 
disposes  of  one  of  the  estates  with  nothing 
in  the  conveyance  in  the  way  of  a  stipula- 
tion or  reservation  relative  to  the  easement, 
it  continues  to  exist,  actively  or  passively, 
in  favor  of  the  estate  sold,  or  upon  that 
estate,  as  the  case  may  be.  Dunklee  t. 
Wilton  R.  Co.  24  N.  H.  489. 

And  where  a  man  owned  two  lots,  one 
consisting  of  pasture  and  arable  land,  sit- 
uated at  a  lower  level  than  the  other,  and 
there  was  and  had  been  for  many  years  a 
stream  of  water  originating  in  a  spinney 
on  the  upper  lot,  and  flowing  down  a  de- 
fined channel  to  and  through  the  lower  lot, 
into  a  brook,  and  one  lot  was  sold  to  one 
man  and  another  to  another,  the  owner  of 
the  upper  lot  has  no  right  to  appropriate  all 
the  water,  nor  to  diminish  the  flow  of 
water  down  the  channel  by  abstracting 
water  from  the  springs  which  feed  the 
stream.  Bunting  v.  Hicks,  70  L.  T.  N.  S. 
455. 

So,  an  owner  of  land  through  which  a 
stream  flowed,  who  divides  the  land  into 
two  parts,  and  grants  away  one  of  the 
parts,  transfers  to  the  grantee  by  implica- 
tion a  right  to  the  water  necessary  for  the 
reasonable  enjoyment  of  the  part  granted; 
and  where  the  parties  have  for  many  years 
each  used  one  half  of  the  stream  without 
objection  or  interference,  it  will  be  held 
that  the  grantee  and  his  successors  in  in- 
terest acquired  a  right  to  take  and  use  one 
half  of  the  water  of  the  stream,  and  the 
rights  of  the  grantor  are  not  paramount  to 
the  rights  of  the  grantee.  Smith  v.  Corbit, 
116  Cal.  587,  48  Pac.  725. 

And  where  a  person  owned  lands  on  both 
sides  of  a  creek  which  frequently  overflowed 
its  banks,  and  he  built  a  dyke  along  the 
south  side  of  it  to  protect  his  low  grounds 
on  that  side,  thus  causing  the  creek  to 
overflow  the  lands  on  the  north  side  still 
more,  and  at  his  death  the  lands  on  one 
side  of  the  creek  were  allotted  to  one  of  his 
children  and  the  lands  on  the  other  side  to 
another,  no  allusion  to  the  dyke  being  made 
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in  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  the  per- 
son taking  the  part  upon  which  the  dyke 
was  constructed  was  entitled  to  it  as  it 
was  when  the  testator  died,  and  to  have  his 
lands  protected  thereby,  and  the  person 
owning  the  other  side  has  no  right  to  build 
a  dyke  on  his  side  which  would  destroy  the 
original  dyke  and  overflow  the  low  gronnda 
on  that  side,  and  equity  will  interfere  to 
prevent  the  building  of  such  a  dyke.  Bur- 
well  v.  Hobson,  12  Gratt.  322,  65  Am.  Dee- 
247. 

Likewise,  where  the  original  owner  of 
land  bordering  on  a  creek  divides  it  into 
lots,  and  by  parol  agreement  or  representa- 
tion reserves  the  use  of  the  water  to  each 
purchaser  of  a  lot,  an  easement  is  created 
in  the  latter's  favor  if  he  acts  on  the  agree- 
ment or  representation.  Weynand  ▼.  Lutz 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  29  S.  W.  1097. 

And  where  a  person  owns  two  farms 
through  which  runs  a  natural  stream,  and 
he  sells  the  farm  upon  which  the  water 
course  has  its  origin,  he  is  entitled  to  have 
the  water  flow  upon  the  farm  which  he  re- 
served the  same  as  he  enjoyed  it  when  he 
severed  his  title,  because  the  water  course 
was  a  natural  one,  and  did  not  begin  by  the 
consent  or  act  of  the  parties;  but  water 
conveyed  by  pipes  is  within  the  control  of 
the  parties,  and  is  of  a  very  different  na- 
ture. Brakely  v.  Sharp,  10  N.  J.  Eq.  206, 
reversing  9  N.  J.  Eq.  9. 

And  where  a  railroad  company  constructs 
its  road  across  its  own  land,  and,  in  so 
doing,  erects  embankments  and  bridges  and 
digs  ditches  and  burrow  pits,  by  reason 
whereof  surface  water  is  or  may  be  collected 
and  discharged  upon  a  particular  portion  of 
the  tract,  subsequent  grantees  of  that  por- 
tion cannot  maintain  an  action  against  the 
company  by  reason  of  the  maintenance  of 
such  embankments,  bridges,  ditches,  and 
burrow  pits  in  their  original  condition. 
Fremont,  E.  ft  M.  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  Gayton, 
67  Neb.  263,  93  N.  W.  163. 

So,  where  a  water  course  runs  through 
several  contiguous  lots  of  land,  unity  of 
possession  over  the  several  lots  does  not  de- 
stroy the  easement,  since  the  water  course 
does  not  begin  by  consent  of  the  parties, 
nor  by  prescription,  but  ex  jure  naiurw. 
Sury  V.  Pigot,  Popham,  166. 

And  where  a  person  wishing  to  prevent 
the  water  of  a  river  from  being  fouled  by 
dye  works  purchased  from  the  owners  of 
the  dye  works  a  piece  of  ground  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  without  communicating 
to  them  his  object,  in  the  absence  of  any 
express  reservation  by  the  owners  of  the 
dye  works  of  the  right  of  fouling,  the  pur- 
chaser can  maintain  a  suit  to  restrain  it. 
Crossley  t.  Lightower,  L.  R.  2  CIl  478. 

b.  Artificial  water  courses  and  eonduits. 

Where  an  artificial  water  course,  running 
from  one  tenement  to  another,  supplied  the 
latter  with  water,  and  the  latt^  tenement 
is  sold,  there  passes  to  the  purchaser  » 
right  to  have  the  water  flow  in  the  accus- 
tomed manner  through  the  servient  prem- 
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iics  to  Ua  premise*.  Watts  v.  Kelson,  L. 
B.  6  Ch.  160;  Seymour  t.  Lewis,  13  N.  J. 
£q.  439,  78  Am.  Dec.  108. 

And  when  the  water  arrives  at  his  prem- 
ises be  can  do  what  he  iikes  with  it,  and 
does  not  lose  his  right  to  it  by  any  altera- 
tion he  may  make  in  its  use.  Watts  t. 
Kelson,  supra. 

And  a  deed  which  is  absolute  in  its 
terms,  and  without  conditions  or  reserva- 
tions, conveys  the  land  described  in  it 
with  all  the  privileges  of  drawing  water 
from  other  portions  of  the  grantor's  land 
which  were  then  in  use  as  appurtenant  to 
the  land.  Vermont  C.  R.  Co.  t.  Hills,  23 
Vt.  681. 

And  the  location  of  a  canal,  and  the  open 
enjoyment  of  rights  and  privileges  appurte- 
nant thereto,  constitute  notice  of  such 
rights  to  subsequent  purchasers  of  prop- 
erty affected  thereby.  Case  v.  Hoffman,  100 
Wis.  314,  44  L.RJV.  728,  72  N.  W.  390,  74 
N.  W.  220,  76  N.  W.  945. 

So,  if  a  man  erect  a  house  and  build  a 
eonduit  thereto  in  another  part  of  his  land, 
the  conduit  will  pass  by  a  grant  of  the 
bouse.  Nicholas  v.  Chamberlain,  Cro.  Jac. 
121. 

And  a  conduit  or  pipe  to  conduct  water 
to  a  house  will  pass  as  appurtenant  to  a 
grant  of  the  house,  where  it  furnished  the 
only  supply  to  the  house,  and  passed 
through  the  land  of  a  third  person  to  the 
pipe  of  an  aqueduct  company.  Philbrick  v. 
Ewing,  97  Mass.  133;  Denton  v.  Leddell,  23 
N.  J.  Eo.  64. 

But  the  conveyance  by  the  grantor  of  a 
part  of  his  land  having  the  water  pipe  con- 
veys no  easement  in  tbe  continued  flow  of 
the  water,  where  he  did  not  own  the  water 
which  came  to  the  house,  but  received  the 
■ame  under  a  contract,  paying  an  annual 
compensation  therefor,  this  constituting  a 
mere  personal  right,  forming  no  part  of  the 
real  estate  which  he  conveyed,  and  not  be- 
in;r  capable  of  being  made  appurtenant 
thereto  by  implication.  Philbrick  v.  Ewing, 
supra. 

So,  where  a  water  pipe  leads  from  a 
driven  well  in  a  yard  to  a  sink  in  the 
kitchen  of  a  dwelling,  there  ending  in  a 
pump,  by  -which  water  can  be  and  is  habit- 
ually drawn  from  the  well  to  the  kitchen 
for  domestic  purposes,  though  the  well  and 
water  pipe  are  completely  hidden  from 
view,  if  the  owner  makes  a  simultaneous 
conveyance  of  both  the  house  and  the  yard 
to  difl'erent  persons,  the  eaeement  of  use  of 
the  pump  and  well  by  the  purchaser  of  the 
bouse  will  continue,  provided  the  grantee 
of  the  yard  and  well  had  notice  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  connection  between  the  well 
and  the  pump,  and  of  the  existence  of  the 
other  conveyance,  and  consented  thereto. 
Ursen  v.  Peterson,  63  N.  J.  Eq.  88,  30  At). 
1094. 

And  where  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land 
conveys  to  another  a  distinct  portion  there- 
of containing  a  fish  pond  then  in  use  with 
visible  artificial  appliances  for  supplying  it 
with  water  from  a  source  on  the  portion  of 
the  tract  retained  by  the  vendor,  essential 
ML.RA.(N.S.) 


to  a  reasonable  use  and  enjoyment  of  the 
property  conveyed,  there  passes  as  an  ap- 
purtenance the  right  to  continue  taking  the 
water,  and  to  maintain  the  appliances  in 
use  for  that  purpose;  and  if  the  vendor 
thereafter  destroys  or  removes  such  appli- 
ances on  the  retained  land  owned  by  him  at 
the  time,  the  owner  of  the  fish  pond  may 
compel  their  restoration  and  payment  of 
damages.  Spencer  v.  Kilmer,  161  N.  Y.  390, 
45  N.  E.  865. 

And  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of  a  con- 
veyance he  did  not  own  all  the  land  contain- 
ing the  conduits  does  not  raise  the  absolute 
legal  conclusion  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
convey  by  the  use  of  the  word  "appurte- 
nances" the  right  to  the  use  of  the  conduits 
and  springs  on  the  land  which  he  did  in  fact 
own  and  retain.    Ibid. 

And  where  one  person  contracted  to  con- 
vey to  another  at  a  future  day  a  part  of  a 
larger  tract  of  land  owned  by  him  upon 
which  was  a  dwelling,  stable,  and  green- 
house, the  two  latter  (n  which  were  supplied 
with  two  continuous  streams  of  water  forced 
up  through  an  underground  pipe  from  two 
hydraulic  rams  driven  by  the  waters  of  a 
spring  on  the  part  of  the  land  retained  by 
the  original  owner,  and  this  feature  was 
seen  by  the  purchaser,  and  formed  an  item 
of  value  in  his  estimation  of  the  property, 
but  nothing  was  said  between  the  parties 
as  to  the  flow  of  the  water,  and  the  original 
owner  caused  the  flow  of  tbe  water  to  be 
stopped  on  the  morning  of  the  transfer,  just 
before  the  delivery  of  the  deed,  the  flow  of 
water  so  driven  up  by  the  rams  was  an  ap- 
parent and  continuous  easement  which 
passed  with  the  land  conveyed  as  necessary 
for  the  beneficial  use  of  the  premises,  and  the 
original  owner  is  not. in  a  position  to  object 
to  the  existence  of  the  easement  on  the 
ground  that  the  water  was  not  being  forced 
up  through  the  pipe  at  the  time  of  the 
transfer.  Toothe  r.  Bryoe,  50  N.  J.  Eq.  689, 
26  Atl.  182. 

So,  where,  by  a  conveyance  of  a  house  and 
lot  by  warranty  deed  in  the  usual  form, 
supplied  with  water  by  an  aqueduct  running 
through  the  land  granted  from  a  spring  be- 
longing to  and  on  other  land  of  the  grantor, 
the  grant  conveys  the  water  as  it  was  tlien 
running,  with  a  right  to  the  spring  and 
aqueduct  suSlcient  for  its  continuance  as  an 
appurtenance  to  the  house  and  land.  Cool- 
idge  V.  Hager,  43  Vt.  9,  6  Am.  Rep.  266. 

And  where  an  express  conveyance  of  the 
water  and  aqueduct  was  made  on  the  same 
occasion,  but  in  a  separate  deed,  to  the  same 
grantee,  and  accepted  by  him,  the  fact  that 
the  grant  in  the  deed,  which  contains  limi- 
tations, Wka  to  the  grantee,  without  the 
words,  "to  his  heirs  and  assigns,"  as  used 
in  the  other  deed,  does  not  cut  down  the 
estate  granted  in  the  wator  and  aqueduct 
in  the  other  deed.     Ibid. 

And  where  an  owner  of  two  properties 
made  a  drain  from  a  tank  on  the  one  prop- 
erty to  a  lower  tank  on  the  same  propt^rty, 
and  laid  pipes  from  the  tank  to  cattle  slicds 
on  the  other  property,  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  them  with  water,  and  afterwards 
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tho  owner  8old  the  lower  piece  of  property 
with  all  waters,  water  courses,  etc.,  and  here- 
ditaments and  premises  belonging  or  apper- 
taining, or  held,  used,  enjoyed,  or  reputed 
as  part  thereof  or  as  appurtenant  thereto, 
the  water  course,  being  *  continuous  ease- 
ment, necessary  to  the  use  of  the  property 
sold,  passed  by  implication,  and  the  pur- 
chaser is  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  water 
without  any  words  of  grant,  though  it  was 
only  convenient,  and  not  necessary.  Watts 
V.  Kelson,  L.  R.  6  Ch.  166. 

And  the  right  of  the  purchaser  to  have 
the  accustomed  flow  of  water  through  the 
pipes  continues  without  regard  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  he  used  it,  and  the  right  is 
not  lost  by  his  removing  the  cattle  sheds 
and  erecting  cottages  in  their  stead,  and 
using  the  water  for  their  purposes.     Ibid. 

And  if  water  is  conveyed  in  an  aqueduct 
from  a  spring  upon  another  portion  of  the 
grantor's  land  to  land  conveyed  by  him,  and 
there  used  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance, 
any  diversion  of  the  water  by  the  grantor, 
although  upon  that  portion  of  his  land  not 
conveyed  by  the  deed,  is  a  disturbance  of  the 
right  of  the  grantee,  for  which  an  action 
may  be  sustained.  Vermont  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hills,  23  Vt.  681. 

So,  where  the  owner  of  land  across  which 
a  stream  flows  has  diverted  it  through  an 
artincial  channel  so  as  to  relieve  a  portion 
of  it  formerly  overflowed,  which  he  then 
conveys,  neither  he  nor  his  grantees  of  the 
residue  can  return  the  stream  to  its  ancient 
bed,  to  the  damage  of  the  first  grantee. 
Lanipman  v.  Milks,  21  N.  Y.  505. 

And  where  the  owner  of  land  through 
which  runs  a  stream  changes  its  course  by 
cutting  an  artificial  ditch  to  carry  off  its 
waters,  and  thereafter  conveys  that  portion 
of  the  land  whereon  was  the  natural  channel 
to  one  person,  and  conveys  that  upon  which 
the  burden  of  the  stream  is  thus  cast  to 
another  person,  the  grantees  hold  each  his 
portion  according  to  its  changed  condition, 
the  former  relieved  from,  and  the  latter 
burdened  with,  the  stream.  Roberts  v.  Rob- 
erts, 65  N.  Y.  275,  aflirming  7  Lans.  55. 

And  where  the  owner  of  a  large  farm 
through  which  flowed  a  stream  diverted  the 
water  by  means  of  an  aqueduct  for  the  use 
of  his  two  dwellings,  one  above  and  the 
other  below  the  road,  and  afterwards  the 
farm  was  divided  on  the  road,  and  third 
persons  became  the  owners  of  the  part  be- 
low the  road,  a  right  to  a  use  of  the  water 
by  the  third  persons  passed  by  the  con- 
veyance when  it  was  necessary  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  property,  and  was  in  actual  use 
at  the  time  of  the  conveyance.  ,Brakely  v. 
Sharp,  9  N.  J.  Eq.  9,  aflirmed  as  to  this 
point  in  10  N.  J.  Eq.  206. 

So,  where  a  person  dug  a  ditch  diverting 
a  spring  from  its  natural  course,  so  as  to 
cause  it  to  flow  over  another  part  of  his 
farm  and  make  a  pond,  and  by  devise  of  the 
different  portions  of  his  farm  in  severalty 
he  created  dominant  and  servient  tenements 
as  to  this  waterflow  as  it  existed  at  his 
death,  the  devisee  acquiring  the  spring  is 
not  liable  to  the  devisee  on  whose  tract  the 
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artificial  pond  was  formed  for  keeping  open 
the  ditch  and  keeping  up  the  status  quo  on 
his  land.  Schuler  v.  Weise,  9  Mo.  App.  585 
Appx. 

And  where  the  owner  of  two  adjoining 
tracts  of  land  constructed  a  water  ditch 
across  one  of  the  tracts  for  the  purpose  of 
irrigating  the  other,  and,  while  the  ditch 
was  so  being  used,  conveyed  the  respective 
tracts  to  different  purchasers,  the  grantee 
of  the  tract  for  the  irrigation  of  which  the 
ditch  was  constructed  acquired  an  easement 
in  the  other  tract  of  a  right  to  use  and 
maintain  the  ditch  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  constructed,  and  the  grantee 
of  the  other  tract  took  the  same  subject  to 
such  easement.  Quinlan  v.  Noble,  75  Cal. 
250,  17  Pac.  69. 

So,  where  an  owner  of  two  estates  to  one 
of  which  was  appurtenant  a  right  to  draw 
water  from  an  aqueduct,  while  the  other  was 
supplied  with  water  from  the  aqueduct 
through  pipes  maintained  in  the  former 
estate,  such  maintenance  being  necessary  to 
its  enjoyment,  conveyed  the  latter  lot  with 
no  mention  of  the  water  or  pipes,  a  grant 
of  the  right  to  maintain  such  pipes  will 
be  implied.  Johnson  v.  Knapp,  146  Mass. 
70,  15  N.  E.  134. 

And  the  right  of  an  owner  of  a  lot  to 
take  water  from  an  aqueduct  on  his  own 
land  before  it  reaches  the  land  of  the  owner 
of  an  adjoining  lot,  who  had  a  right  to 
take  water  from  pipes  passing  through  tlia 
other  lot,  cannot  be  or  work  a  breach  of  the 
covenant  in  the  deed  of  the  latter  lot 
against  encumbrances.    Ibid. 

And  where  a  natural  stream  flowed  to 
and  into  a  farm,  and  the  same  person  owned 
that  and  another  farm,  and  another  person 
was  the  owner  of  land  adjoining  the  stream, 
and  lying  between  it  and  the  seoond  farm, 
and  by  agreement  between  the  owner  of  the 
two  farms  and  the  owner  of  the  land  adjoin- 
ing the  stream  the  whole  of  the  water  of  the 
stream  was  diverted  by  a  culvert  construct- 
ed through  the  land  adjoining  the  stream, 
and  through  the  second  farm,  and  thence 
into  and  over  land  of  the  owner  of  the  piece 
adjoining  the  stream,  to  certain  dye  works 
belonging  to  him,  and  so  much  of  the  water 
as  was  required  for  use  of  the  farm  was 
taken  from  the  culvert  on  the  farm  by 
means  of  a  pipe,  and  the  rest  flowed  on 
down  to  the  dye  works,  and  afterwards, 
while  this  use  continued,  tiie  second  farm, 
with  all  the  water  courses  and  easements  and 
appurtenances,  was  sold,  the  conveyance 
passed  to  the  purchaser  the  right  to  have 
the  accustomed  flow  of  the  water  down  the 
culvert,  through  the  farm,  continued,  and 
that  right  was  not  limited  to  the  use  of 
so  much  of  the  water  as  was  wanted  for  the 
farm,  and  the  flow  of  the  water  down  the 
culvert  from  the  farm  to  the  dye  works  was 
no  infringement  of  any  right  of  the  owner 
of  the  first  lot.  Wardle  v.  Brocklehurst,  1 
El.  &  El.  1058. 

Where  a  grantee  of  land  supplied  with 
water  by  an  aqueduct  running  through  the 
land  granted  from  a  spring  belonging  to 
and  on  other  land  of  the  grantor  has  an 
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easement  in  the  spring  and  aqueduct  as  aa 
appurtenance  to  the  land  purchased,  how- 
ever, an  express  conveyance  of  the  water 
and  aqueduct,  made  at  the  same  time,  but 
in  a  separate  deed,  to  the  same  grantee,  and 
accepted  by  him,  containing  limitations  and 
restrictions  in  the  use  of  the  water,  limits 
the  general  grant  of  the  water  and  aqueduct 
as  included  impliedly  in  the  other  deed,  to 
the  extent  of  such  restrictions.  Coolidge  v. 
Hager,  43  Vt.  9,  5  Am.  Rep.  256. 

And  where  a  person  owned  two  tracts  of 
land,  and  on  one  of  them  a  spring  was 
located,  the  water  from  which  was  conducted 
by  underground  pipes,  and  discharged  in  a 
receptacle  on  the  other  tract,  and  she  con- 
veyed the  tract  on  which  the  spring  was 
located,  her  conveyance  ended  her  property 
right  in  the  spring;  and  where  she  after- 
ward conveyed  the  other  tract,  the  grantee 
of  the  second  tract  acquired  no  easement 
therein  or  in  the  flow  of  the  water  to  the 
receptacle,  as  appurtenant  to  his  land. 
Marcy  v.  Reimer,  47  App.  Div.  636,  62  N. 
Y.  Supp.  203. 

And  a,  devise  of  a  building  and  lot  to  a 
person  on  condition  that  he  will  permit 
another  person  to  carry  on  business  as  a 
druggist  on  that  part  of  the  premises  then 
occupied  by  him,  being  a  part  of  the  first 
floor  of  the  building  thereon,  so  long  as  he 
should  desire  to  use  it  for  the  purpose, 
creates  no  easements  in  the  adjoining  tot, 
for  the  use  by  the  druggist  of  a  hydrant, 
and  for  passage  over  said  lot  by  him,  though 
he  had  been  allowed  these  privileges  in  the 
testator's  lifetime.  Stanford  v.  Lyon,  22  N. 
J.  Eq.  33. 

So,  it  was  held  in  an  early  English  case 
that  if  a  lessee  erect  a  conduit  from  a  house 
on  leased  land  to  other  lands  of  his  lessor, 
and  afterwards  the  lessor,  during  the  lease, 
sell  the  house  to  a  third  person,  and  the 
land  in  which  the  conduit  is  is  conveyed  to 
another,  and  afterwards  the  lease  deter- 
mines, he  who  has  the  land  in  which  the 
conduit  is  may  disturb  the  other  in  the 
using  thereof,  and  may  break  it,  because  it 
was  not  erected  by  one  who  had  a  permanent 
estate  in  the  inheritance.  Nicholas  v. 
Chamberlain,  Cro.  Jac  121. 

But  it  is  held  in  a  late  and  well-oon- 
sidered  case  that  the  effect  of  a  conveyance 
of  a  portion  of  a  tract  of  land  containing  a 
fish  pond  supplied  by  means  of  artificial 
conduits  with  water  from  springs  on  the 
portion  of  the  tract  retained  by  the  vendor, 
of  creating  an  easement  in  favor  of  the  pur- 
chaser, against  the  vendor,  is  not  affected 
by  the  fact  that  the  connecting  artificial 
conduits  were  constructed  by  a  leasee  with 
the  knowledge  of  his  lessor,  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  provision  of  a  lease.  Spencer  v. 
Kilmer,  151  N.  Y.  390,  46  N.  K  866. 

o.  MUla,  dams,  races. 

■  Where  one  grants  a  mill  or  other  improve- 
ment for  the  enjoyment  of  which  an  ease- 
ment is  used  ever  or  upon  other  lands  be- 
longing to  the  grantor,  such  easement  passes 
by  the  grant  as  appurtenant  to  the  thing 
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f ranted.  Hadden  v.  Stoutz,  15  111.  581; 
arvis  v.  Seele  Mill.  Co.  173  111.  192,  64 
Am.  St.  Rep.  107,  50  N.  E.  1044;  Burr  v. 
Mills,  21  Wend.  2iA). 

A  grant  of  a  mill  carries  with  it  by 
necessary  implication  the  right  to  the  use  of 
the  water  course  coming  to  the  mill  and 
furnishing  power  for  working  it,  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  grantor's  right  and  power  so 
to  grant  it.  Richardson  v.  Bigelow,  15 
Gray,  154 ;  Smith  v.  Dresselhouse,  152  Mich. 
451,  116  N.  W.  387. 

And  if  mill  property  has  been  granted  and 
a  controversy  arises  over  the  grantee's  right 
to  use  a  pond  and  dam  connected  with  the 
mill,  the  question  to  be  determined  is  not 
whether  the  mill  can  be  operated  without 
the  mill  pond,  but  whether  its  use  passed  as 
a  necessary  appurtenance  of  the  mill  prop- 
erty.   Jarvis  v.  Seele  Mill.  Co.  supra. 

Nor  does  the  fact  that  the  owner  of  a  mill 
run  with  water  power  fitted  it  with  steam 
power  to  be  used  when  the  water  supply  was 
insufficient,  prevent  the  passage  under  a 
deed  of  the  mill  to  a  third  person,  as  ap- 
purtenant, of  the  right  to  use  the  water, 
since  the  water  power  was  necessary  to  the 
full  enjoyment  of  the  property.  Simmons 
v.  Cloonan,  81  N.  Y.  557. 

And  if  land  is  conveyed  by  a  particular 
designation,  such  as  "mill,"  other  land  not 
covered  by  the  curtilage  or  by  the  building, 
that  by  its  use  has  become  essential  to  its 
enjoyment,  passes  not  strictly  by  implied 
grant,  but  as  a  part  of  the  thing  granted. 
Bonelli  Bros.  v.  Blakemore,  66  Miss.  136, 
14  Am.  St.  Rep.  550,  5  So.  228. 

So,  where  on  a  natural  mill  stream,  there 
were  three  successive  dams  and  mills,  and 
the  owner  of  the  upper  and  lower  one  dug 
and  opened  a  race  way  on  his  own  land 
from  the  dam  of  his  lower  mill  to  the  stream 
above  the  dam  of  the  middle  mill,  belong- 
ing to  another  person,  so  as  partially  to 
divert  the  waters  of  the  stream  from  the 
middle  mill,  and  subsequently  he  purchased 
the  middle  mill,  and  became  the  owner  of 
the  three  mills  and  of  all  the  lands  affected 
by  them,  their  dams,  races,  and  appurtenan- 
ces, and  continued  to  use  the  race  way  as 
an  actual  appurtenance  to  the  lower  mill, 
until,  by  dei^s  of  even  date,  he  conveyed 
said  mills,  with  their  appurtenances,  to  his 
three  sons,  the  grantees  and  those  holding 
under  them  respectively  each  took  and  was 
entitled  to  hold  his  mill  with  its  appurte- 
nances as  it  actually  existed  in  fact  and  in 
use  at  the  time  of  the  conveyances  from  the 
general  owner.  Elliott  v.  Sallee,  14  Ohio 
St.  10. 

And  where  a  paper  mill  was  on  one  side 
of  a  river  and  there  was  a  gristmill  and 
sawmill  on  the  other  side,  and  the  three 
mills  derived  their  power  from  a  single  dam, 
a  deed  embracing  tne  south  half  of  the  bed 
of  the  stream  and  of  the  dam,  "together 
with  the  paper  mill  standing  on  the  premi- 
ses, with  all  the  privileges  and  appurte- 
nances thereunto  belonging,  with  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  on  the  falls  where  the 
paper  mill  stands,  reserving  the  grist  and 
sawmill  thereon  standing,  and  with  all  the 
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privil^fes  thereunto  belonging,"  conveys  all 
the  water  power  at  that  pcnnt  on  the  stream 
except  what  was  reserved,  and  the  reserva- 
tion is  out  of  the  whole  tVater  power  enough 
to  answer  to  the  privileges  belonging  to  the 
gristmill  and  the  sawmill,  whatever  those 
privileges  might  be,  whether  half  or  more 
than  half  the  water  flowing  at  any  given 
time  in  the  stream.  Miller  v.  Lapbam,  44, 
Vt.  416. 

And  where  lands  on  which  were  certain 
dams  and  artificial  water  courses  leading 
therefrom  were  held  under  lease  containing 
reservations  of  all  mills,  water,  and  water 
courses,  and  they  were  put  on  sale  in  an 
administration  suit  by  auction  in  four  lots, 
the  particulars  and  conditions  of  sale  being 
set  out  in  detail,  stating  that  each  lot 
would  be  sold  subject  to  all  rights  and 
easements  legally  existing,  and  the  sale  by 
auction  proved  useless,  and  a  would-be  pur- 
chaser afterwards  tendered  for  one  of  the 
lots  to  which  a  water  course  flowed  from 
another  lot,  and  his  o£fer  was  accepted,  and 
the  lot  conveyed  to  him,  and  subsequently 
another  person  purchased  the  lot  from  which 
the  water  course  came,  the  first  purchaser' 
was  entitled,  as  between  him  and  the  second 
purchaser,  to  the  usual  and  accustomed  flow 
of  water,  and  lie  could  maintain  an  action 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  purchaser 
of  the  second  lot  from  obstructing  the  same. 
PuUan  V.  Roughfort  Bleaching  &  Dyeing  Co. 
Ir.  L.  R.  21  Eq.  73. 

So,  an  owner  of  land  upon  which  a  mill 
is  situated,  who  sold  and  conveyed  the  mill 
to  a  third  person,  conveyed  incidentally  to 
the  main  grant  the  right  to  flow  the  land 
necessary  to  run  the  mill,  as  an  incident 
of  the  purchase.  Burr  v.  Mills,  21  Wend. 
290;  Oakley  v.  Stanley,  5  Wend.  523;  Pre- 
ble v.  Eeed,  17  Me.  169;  Znamanacek  v. 
Jelinek,  69  Neb.  110,  111  Am.  St.  Rep.  533, 
96  N.  W.  28. 

And  where  a  person  died  intestate,  seised 
of  a  tract  of  land  on  which  there  was  a 
gristmill  then  in  operation,  and  on  a  di- 
vision of  land  amongst  his  heirs,  the  mill 
was  on  the  part  allotted  to  one  person,  and 
the  dam  covered  a  portion  of  the  land  allot- 
ted to  another,  the  former  has  the  right  to 
use  the  mill  and  dam  in  the  same  way  and 
to  the  same  extent  as  they  had  been  used  by 
the  intestate  in  his  lifetime.  Kilgour  v. 
Ashcom,  5  Har.  ft  J.  82. 

And  where  a  proprietor  of  land  erects  a 
mill  upon  his  premises,  and  by  a  dam  flows 
water  over  land  above  the  mill,  and  after- 
wards dying,  the  land  is  sold  in  parcels  to 
several  persons,  the  vendee  of  the  mill  tract 
retains  the  right  to  keep  up  on  his  Imd  a 
dam  of  equal  height  with  that  which  was 
upon  it  at  the  time  of  his  purchase,  and  to 
back  the  water  according  to  the  capacity  of 
the  dam.  Baker  v.  McGuire,  53  Ga.  245,  on 
subsequent  appeal,  57  Ga.  109. 

So,  where  an  owner  of  an  entire  estate 
conveys  a  part  upon  which  is  a  mill,  to- 
gether with  the  dam  across  the  river,  and  all 
the  water  rights  and  privile<»es  thcre\into 
belonging  or  appertaining,  and  an  artificial 
channel  is  washed  out  around  one  end  of 
HO  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  dam,  the  grantee  of  the  mill  has  the 
right,  as  against  owners  of  the  rest  of  the 
estate,  to  extend  the  dam  over  and  across 
such  channel  if  the  extension  tends  to  bet- 
ter the  security  of  the  dam,  and  does  no  in- 
jury. Lammott  v.  Ewers,  106  Ind.  310,  65 
Am.  Rep.  746,  6  N.  £.  636. 

And  where  one  person  conveyed  to  an- 
other with  warranty,  within  its  metes  and 
bounds,  a  dam  and  water  power  essential  to 
the  full  enjoyment  and  operation  of  a  mill, 
conveying  the  dam  as  it  then  stood  at  its 
existing  and  apparent  height,  representing 
sufficient  head  and  adequate  water  power  to 
drive  the  mill  successfully  and  properly,  the 
purchaser  bad  a  right  to  assume  that  it 
stood  lawfully  at  its  existing  height,  and 
that  his  deed  would  pass  it  the  same 
height,  and  allow  him  lawfully  to  main- 
tain it  unchanged,  and  so  preserve  to  him 
the  water  power  which  was  the  im- 
portant and  essential  element  of  his  pur- 
chase; and  where  such  dam  was  so  high  as 
to  cause  the  water  to  overflow  the  land  of  a 
third  person,  beyond  that  of  the  grantor, 
up  the  stream,  and  he  was  compelled  by 
such  third  person  to  reduce  the  height  of 
his  dam,  there  was  a  breach  of  the  warranty 
in  the  sale  to  him,  for  which  his  grantor 
was  liable.  Adams  v.  Conover,  87  N.  Y. 
422,  41  Am.  Rep.  381. 

In  the  above  case.  Green  ▼.  Collins,  86 
N.  Y.  245,  40  Am.  Rep.  531,  infra,  Vll.,  and 
Burke  v.  Nichols,  2  Eeyes,  670,  infra,  VIII. 
b,  4,  were  distinguished  upon  the  ground 
that  in  neither  of  those  cases  was  the  gran- 
tee evicted  from  anything  which  passed  by 
the  grant. 

Nor  is  the  implication  of  an  easement  to 
have  a  milldam  maintained  in  a  grant  of 
land  upon  and  under  the  pond  destroyed 
by  a  reservation  in  the  grant  of  the  right 
to  enter  upon  the  land  granted,  to  inspect 
and  repair  the  dam,  and  to  procure  ma- 
terials therefor.  Marshall  Ice  Co.  v.  I* 
Plant,  136  Iowa,  621,  12  L.R_&.(N.S.)  1073, 
111  N.  W.  1016. 

And  the  coiirt  will  not  assume  the  exis- 
tence of  limitations  or  adverse  interests 
which  will  prevent  the  passage  by  a  sale  of 
the  land  upon  a  mill  pond  which  has  been 
maintained  for  forty  years  by  the  owner  of 
the  land  on  which  it  stands,  of  an  ease- 
ment to  have  the  dam  continue.    Ibid. 

And  mere  nonuser  for  more  than  flfteen 
years,  of  a  mill  privilege  to  take  water  at  a, 
point  above  the  dam  of  another,  and  dis- 
charge it  into  the  river  at  a  point  below,  so 
that  the  latter  would  lose  the  benefit  of  it, 
does  not  forfeit  the  privile^,  or  create  in 
the  low#  mill  owner  a  privilege  or  right 
to  have  the  water  flow  in  its  natural  chan- 
nel. Mason  v.  Horton,  67  Vt.-  266,  48  Am. 
St  Rep.  817,  31  Atl.  291. 

So,  a  conveyance  of  a  mill  carries  with  it 
by  implication  the  canal  or  race  way  which 
carries  the  water  from  the  mill,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  grantor's  power  to  grant  it. 
Richardson  v.  Bigelow,  15  Gray,  154;  Smith 
v.  Dresselhouse,  162  Mich.  451,  116  N.  W. 
387. 

And  vhere  s  person  conveyed  by  deed  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1909. 


GEBMAN  SAVIKO  A  L.  CO.  v.  GORDON. 


361 


tract  of  land  described  by  metes  and  bounds, 
with  a  mill  upon  the  same,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  eoDTeyanoe  there  was  a  race  way  to 
conduct  the  water  from  the  mill,  running 
along  the  side  of  the  natural  stream,  beyond 
the  lands  granted,  into  other  lands  of  the 
grantor,  and  there  discharging  the  water  in- 
to the  natural  stream,  which  race  way  had 
been  used  with  the  mill  several  years,  and 
was  necessary  to  the  convenient  use  of  the 
mill,  the  right  to  have  the  water  flow  off 
uninterrupted  through  the  whole  extent  of 
the  race  way  passes  as  appurtenant  to  the 
mill.  New-Ipswich  W.  L.  Factory  v.  Batch- 
elder,  3  N.  H.  190,  14  Am.  Dec.  346. 

And  where  an  owner  of  lands  upon  which 
was  a  mill  pond  conveyed  a  small  piece  of 
land  adjoining  the  pond,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, and  conveyed  to  the  grantee  the 
exclusive  right  to  take  ice  from  the  pond, 
with  the  right  and  privilege  of  access  for 
that  purpose,  the  grantee  covenating  to 
furnish  ice  to  the  grantor  for  his  family 
.  use,  the  right  thus  given  became  an  appur- 
tenance to  the  land  in  the  nature  of  an 
easement,  and  passed  with  the  land  to_  a 
grantee  under  a  conveyance  of  the  land  with 
the  appurtenances;  and  while  the  former 
owner  and  his  successors  were  not  bound  to 
maintain  the  dam,  they  were  not  authorized 
to  destroy  it,  or  to  prevent  its  necessary 
repair.  Huntington  v.  Asher,  98  N.  Y.  604, 
48  Am.  Sep.  662. 

So,  where  an  owner  of  property  erects  a 
mill  thereon,  with  a  dam  and  race  to  sup- 
ply the  same,  and  afterwards  conveys  that 
part  of  his  land  whereon  are  the  dam  and 
race  without  any  express  reservation  as 
to  them  in  his  deed,  his  grantee  takes  the 
land  burdened  with  an  easement  in  favor  of 
th«  grantor  which  the  grantee  is  not  at 
liberty  to  disturb.  Seibert  v.  Iievan,  8  Pa. 
383,  49  Am.  Dec.  526. 

And  where  a  person  owning  a  mill  and  an 
artificial  mill  pond,  with  the  surrounding 
land,  granted  a  parcel  of  such  surrounding 
land,  not  bounded  on  the  pond,  by  warranty 
deed,  with  no  expressed  reservation  there- 
in of  any  right  to  flow  the  same,  and  after- 
wards conveyed  his  mill  and  water  privilege 
to  another,  by  his  former  deed  the  grantor 
did  not  part  with  the  right  to  flow  such 
land  as  he  had  formerly  done,  and  the  sub- 
sequent exercise  of  such  right  by  himself 
and  his  grantee  was  not  a  breach  of  his 
covenant  against  encumbrances,  and  was  not 
a  ground  of  an  action  in  favor  of  the  second 
purchaser.  Harwood  v.  Benton,  32  Vt.  724. 
And  where  a  man  owns  a  tract  of  land 
upon  which  is  situated  a  mill,  mill  race, 
and  dam,  and  a  road  along  the  race,  and 
conveys  by  deed  of  gift  that  part  of  the 
estate  upon  which  the  dam,  race,  and  road 
are  situated  to  one  person,  and  afterwards 
conveys  the  part  upon  which  the  mill  is 
situated  to  another  person,  the  first  grantee 
should  be  considered  as  having  taken  her 
portion  of  the  estate  subjeqt  to  all  such  mill 
rights  as  were  in  use  at  the  date  of  the 
conveyance  to  her,  and  which  continued  to 
be  used  subsequently,  and  were  absolutely 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


necessary  to  continue  the  mill  in  operation. 
MoTavish  y.  Carroll,  7  Md.  352,  61  Am.  Dec. 
353. 

So,  where  a  person  owning  an  entire  es- 
tate upon  which  is  a  mill,  together  with  a 
dam  across  a  river,  conveys  the  part  upon 
which  the  mill  stands,  together  with  the 
dam  and  all  the  water  rights  and  privileges 
theretinto  belonging  or  appertaining,  sub- 
sequent purchasers  of  the  servient  estate  and 
their  grantees  take  it  subject  to  the  right 
of  the  grantee  of  the  mill  property  and 
those  claiming  through  him  to  maintain 
such  a  dam  as  will  raise  the  water  to  the 
same  effective  height  to  which  it  was  usual- 
ly and  ordinarily  raised  before  the  grant; 
and  where  the  owner  of  the  estate  prior  to 
the  grant  used  flashboards  on  the  dam  when- 
ever they  were  necessary  to  provide  an  effi- 
cient head  of  water,  it  is  the  right  of  the 
grantee  of  the  mill,  and  those  claiming 
under  him,  to  maintain  such  bead  of  water 
by  a  permanent  dam  or  other  efficient 
means,  no  injury  being  done.  Lammott  v. 
Ewers,  supra. 

And  a  clause  in  a  deed,  "provided,  never- 
theless,, that  nothing  above  mentioned  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  injure  the  privileges 
heretofore  enjoyed  with  regard  to  raising 
water  for  the  benefit  of  my  sawmill  where 
it  now  stands,  or  others,  if  erected  at  or 
near  the  same  place,"  which  conveyed  part 
of  a  tract  of  land  on  which  a  mill  was  situa- 
ted, constitutes  a  reservation  commensurate 
with  the  grantor's  estate  in  the  premises 
previous  to  the  conveyance,  and  is  not  limit- 
ed to  his  own  life;  and  a  devise  subsequent- 
ly made  by  such  grantor  to  his  grand- 
children, of  the  otaer  half  of  the  mill  lot, 
together  with  all  the  rights  appurtenant 
thereto,  mill  privileges,  etc.,  passes  the  right 
to  flow  reserved  in  the  deed.  Burr  v.  Mills, 
21  Wend.  290. 

It  has  been  held,  however,  that  where  the 
owner  of  land  conveys  away  a  portion  of  his 
premises,  a  part  of  which,  at  the  time  of 
the  conveyance,  is  flowed  by  a  milldam  be- 
longing to  him,  and  makes  no  reservation 
of  the  right  to  continue  to  flow  the  land, 
he  loses  the  right,  and  cannot  set  up  an 
implied  reservation.  Ibid. 

And  that  a  conveyance  by  metes  and 
bounds,  by  an  owner  of  a  tract  of  land,  to 
a  person,  without  any  mention  of  a  mill, 
dam,  or  water  privilege  of  any  kind,  where 
the  purchaser  had  previously  constructed  a 
mill  and  dam  thereon  which  flowed  other 
lands  of  the  grantor,  does  not  convey  the 
right  of  flooding  such  lands,  there  being  no 
evidence  that  the  grantor  had  notice  of 
the  existence  of  the  mill  or  dam  when  the 
deed  was  executed.  Tabor  v.  Bradley.  18 
N.  Y.  109,  72  Am.  Dec.  498. 

VII.  Application  of  rules  to  eaaementa 
of  drainage. 

A  right  to  discharge  water  by  ditch  on  a 
servient  tenement  may  be  claimed  by  im- 
plied reservation  in  the  conveyance  of  the 
land  over  which  the  right  is  claimed.    Cros- 
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land  Y.  Rogers,  32  S.  0.  130,  10  S.  E.  874; 
Harlow  v.  VVhitcher,  136  Mass.  553. 

And  if  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  of 
■which  one  part  haa  had  the  benefit  of  a 
drain,  or  other  artificial  advantage  in  the 
nature  of  an  easement  through  or  in  the 
other  part,  aells  or  devises  either  part,  an 
easement  is  created  by  implication  in  or  to 
the  other  part.  Denton  v.  Leddell,  23  N.  J. 
Eq.  64;  Ewart  v.  Cochrane,  7  Jur.  N.  S. 
025,  10  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  60;  Hall  v.  Lund, 
1  Hurlst.  &  C.  676,  10  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  46. 

A  grant  of  a  right  of  drainage  is  implied 
on  severance  of  a  heritage  by  conveyance  of 
a  part  in  favor  of  the  party  conveying,  as 
against  the  residue,  where  such  right  has 
been  continuously  exercised  by  the  owner 
of  the  entire  tract,  and  there  is  no  other 
natural  drainage.  Elliott  v.  Rhett,  5  Rich. 
L.  406,  57  Am.  Dec.  750. 

And  where  it  was  necessary  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  that  property,  and  no  other  drain 
could  be  constructed  without  serious  loss  to 
that  property.  Weber  v.  Miller,  9  Ohio  C. 
C.  674;  Thayer  t.  Payne,  2  Cush.  327. 

And  where  the  owner  of  two  or  more 
adjoining  hotises  sells  and  conveys  one  of 
them  to  a  purchaser,  such  house  is  entitled 
to  the  benefit  and  subject  to  the  burden  of 
all  existing  drains  communicating  with  the 
other  house,  without  any  express  reservation 
oi  grant  for  that  purpose.  Pyer  v.  Carter, 
1  Hurlst.  &  N.  916;  McPherson  v.  Acker, 
MacArth.  &  M.  150,  48  Am.  Rep.  749 ;  Stuy- 
vcsant  v.  Early,  58  App.  Div.  242,  68  N. 
Y.  Supp.  752,  affirming  33  Misc.  644,  68  N. 
Y.  Supp.  903;  McElroy  v.  McLeay,  71  Vt. 
396,  45  Atl.  898;  Geoghegan  v.  Fegan,  Ir. 
Rep.  6  C.  L.  139. 

And  where  the  owner  of  two  adjoining 
lots  of  land  conveys  one  of  them,  he  implied- 
ly grants  all  those  continuous  and  apparent 
easements,  including  rights  of  drainage  and 
aqueduct  over  the  other  lot,  which  are  neces- 
sary for  the  reasonable  use  of  the  property 
granted,  and  which  are,  at  the  time  of  the 
grant,  used  by  the  owner  of  the  entirety  for 
the  benefit  of  the  part  granted.  Israel  v. 
Leith,  20  Ont.  Rep.  361 ;  KiUpatrick  v.  Mik, 
24  Mo.  App.  435. 

And  where  a  person  owned  two  estates 
separated  only  by  a  public  road,  and  drained 
the  one  by  ditches  through  the  other  to  a 
river,  and  he  granted  one  to  one  person  and 
devised  the  other  to  another,  the  deeds  and 
will  being  silent  about  the  draining,  the 
right  of  drainage  continues,  the  ditches  hav- 
ing been  open  and  visible  at  the  time  of  the 
deed  and  will,  and  there  being  no  other  way, 
except  by  heavy  expenditure,  to  drain  the 
estate,  and  the  owner  of  the  second  estate 
will  be  enjoined  from  stopping  up  the 
ditches.  Sanderlin  v.  Baxter,  76  Va.  299,  44 
Am.  Rep.  165. 

So,  an  artificial  easement  of  drainage, 
created  by  the  owner  of  an  entire  tract  in 
favor  of  one  part  against  another  is  entitled 
to  the  same  consideration  as  an  easement  on 
severance  as  if  it  had  existed  by  nature. 
Elliott  v.  Rhett,  supra. 

And  a  ditch  constructed  by  a  landowner 
26  L.K.A.(N.S.) 


to  relieve  a  portion  of  his  land  of  surplus 
water  and  convey  it  to  another  portion, 
where  it  is  valuable  for  irrigation  purposes, 
whioh  is  plainly  visible  upon  the  ground  at 
the  time  he  sells  the  latter  portion,  will 
pass,  together  with  the  water  flowing  there- 
in, under  the  words  "privileges  and  appur- 
tenances" in  the  deed.  Fayter  v.  North,  30 
Utah,  156,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  410,  83  Pao.  742. 

And  where  the  owner  of  two  adjoining 
houses  constructs  a  private  sewer  extending 
from  the  one  house  through  the  cellar  and 
grounds  of  the  other,  and  subsequently  con- 
veys the  property  to  different  persons,  the 
right  to  use  the  sewer  passes  under  the 
clause^  "together  with  the  water  courses," 
in  the  deeds,  and  the  owner  of  the  servient 
premises  will  be  enjoined  from  removing  it, 
although  he  did  not  acquiesce  in  its  'use  by 
the  owner  of  the  other  premises.  Wacker 
v.  McDevitt,  18  Lane  L.  Rev.  33. 

And  a  grant  of  part  of  the  grantor's  land, 
with  all  appurtenances,  conveys  the  ease- 
ment of  a  private  sewer  appurtenant  to  such 
part,  and  connecting  a  sink  thereon  with  a 
public  sewer  adjoining  the  grantor's  land, 
and  the  grantor  may  be  compelled  by  in- 
junction to  remove  obstructions  placed  by 
him  in  the  sewer  on  his  own  land.  Fita- 
patrick  v.  Mik,  supra. 

And  where  a  common  owner  of  three  ad- 
joining dwelling  houses,  two  of  which  are 
drained  into  the  street  through  drain  pipes 
connected  with  those  in  the  third  house, 
sells  the  former  two  houses  without  any 
reservation  or  reference  to  the  drainage 
thereof,  and  retains  the  latter  house,  he  will 
be  enjoined  from  cutting  off  or  otherwise 
interfering  injuriously  with  the  drain  of  the 
two  houses  sold,  which  connect  with  his 
house  under  its  cellar,  and  then  leads  to  the 
street.    Hamel  v.  Griffith,  49  How.  Pr.  306. 

So,  where  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land 
upon  which  there  is  a  ditch  sells  the  upper 
part,  including  a  portion  of  the  ditch,  ha 
has  no  right  to  stop  up  or  obstruct  the  ditch 
below,  even  partially,  so  as  to  throw  the 
water  back  upon  the  other  part.  Shaw  v 
Etheridge,  48  N.  C.   (3  Jones,  L.)   300. 

And  where  a  ditch  passes  through  two 
tenements,  and  the  party  owning  the  upper 
tenement  has  the  right  to  use  it  to  drain 
his  land,  he  may  keep  it  open  and  clear  from 
obstructions;  but  he  should  so  use  it  as  to 
be  of  the  least  injury  to  the  lower  land, 
consistent  with  its  rightful  enjoyment.  Hair 
V.  Downing,  96  N.  C.  172,  2  S.  E.  520. 

And  where  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land 
upon  which  there  is  a  ditch  sells  a  part  of 
it,  including  a  portion  of  the  ditch,  the 
easement  attaching  to  the  part  sold  is  not 
aflTected  by  the  question  whether  the  ditch 
was  originally  made  to  drain  the  part  of  the 
tract  sold  or  not,  since,  if  it  actually 
answered  the  parpose,  the  purchaser  was 
entitled  to  the  unmolested  use  of  it.  Shaw 
V.  Etheridge,  supra. 

So,  where  a  person  owning  four  lots  built 
houses  upon  them,  the  drainage  from  two 
of  tliem  l>eing  conducted  into  and  through 
a  pipe  passing  through  the  other  two  lota, 
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and  afterwards  sold  the  two  houses  and  lots 
drained  by  the  pipes,  with  the  appurtenan- 
ces, and  subsequently  sold  the  other  two 
houses  and  lots,  the  premises  subsequently 
conveyed  were  subject  to  the  easement  in 
favor  of  the  lots  formerly  conveyed  to  use 
the  pipe  for  the  purpose  of  drainage.  Flint 
v.  Bacon,  13  Hun,  464. 

And  where  the  owner  of  two  lots,  with 
buildings  tiiereon,  bo  constructed  that  there 
was  a  water-closet  on  the  second  iloor  of  one 
house,  from  which  the  only  door  opened  into 
the  adjoining  house,  which  had  been  used 
by  the  occupants  of  the  latter,  there  being 
no  other  water-closets  on  the  latter  premises, 
conveyed  the  same  by  deed  of  general  war- 
ranty, the  right  to  the  use  of  the  water- 
closet  on  the  premises  not  conveyed  passed 
by  virtue  of  the  deed,  as  an  easement  ap- 
purtenant to  the  premises  conveyed.  Bar- 
net  V.  Helker,  9  Ohio  Dec.  Reprint,  600. 

Nor  does  the  fact  that  one  who  has  for 
his  building,  as  then  occupied,  a  right  of 
drainage  under  the  lot  of  another,  increases 
largely,  by  reason  of  changes  in  the  use  of 
his  building,  the  amount  of  refuse  matter 
discharged  into  and  passing  through  such 
drain,  affect  his  right  to  enjoy  the  ease- 
ment, where  the  passage  through  such  drain 
is  not  obstructed,  and  the  drain  is  not  in> 
jured  by  the  increased  use  thereof.  Flint 
V.  Bacon,  supra. 

So,  where  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land 
establishes  a  system  of  ditches  around  and 
through  it  for  the  purpose  of  draining  it  so 
that  it  may  be  cultivated,  and  the  land 
afterwards  passes  into  the  hands  of  separate 
owners,  the  rights  of  such  owners  become 
reciprocal,  and  the  system  cannot  be  de- 
stroyed or  removed  without  the  consent  of 
all  the  owners.  Lanter  v.  Hartman,  95  111. 
App.  80. 

And  where  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land 
upon  which  was  a  marsh  has  dug  s  ditch 
therefrom  through  other  portions  of  the 
tract,  making  a.  permanent  channel  in  which 
the  waters  gathered  in  the  marsh  flow  in  a 
continuous  stream,  mutually  benefiting  the 
lands  drained  and  the  lunds  through  which 
is  conveyed  a  supply  of  good  water,  and 
where  subsequently,  while  these  reciprocal 
benefits  and  burdens  are  existing  and  ap- 
parent, he  divides  the  tract  into  parcels  and 
conveys  them  to  different  grantees,  who  con- 
tracted with  reference  to  such  a  condition 
of  the  lands,  the  respective  grantees  have 
no  right  to  change  the  relative  condition  of 
one  parcel  to  the  injury  of  another.  Cur- 
tiss  v.  Ayrault,  47  N.  Y.  73. 

So,  the  rule  that  if  the  owner  of  a  tract 
of  land  of  which  one  part  has  the  benefit 
of  a  drain  or  other  artificial  advantage  in 
the  nature  of  an  easement,  through  or  in  the 
other  part,  sells  or  devises  either  part,  an 
easement  is  created  by  implication  in  the 
other  part,  applies,  though  it  is  the  servient 
part  which  is  sold  or  devised.  Denton  v. 
Leddell,  23  N.  J.  Eq.  64. 

And  if  an  owner  of  land  digs  a  well-de- 
fined surface  drain  across  it,  and  then  sells 
and  conveys  the  higher  portion  of  the  land 
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to  one  party  and  the  lower  part  to  another 
party,  the  latter  takes  subject  to  a  servi- 
tude to  receive  the  surface  water  flowing  in 
such  drain,  and  is  liable  in  damages  to  the 
former  for  obstructing  such  flow.  Sharpe 
v.  Scheible,  162  Pa.  341,  42  Am.  St.  Rep. 
838,  29  Atl.  730. 

But  where  the  claim  that  a  previous 
owner  had  established  a  system  of  drains 
upon  the  property  now  owned  by  others, 
and  that,  having  severed  the  heritage,  each 
subsequent  owner  took  subject  to  the  bur- 
den thus  imposed,  is  sought  to  be  estab- 
lished, the  marks  of  the  burden  must  be 
open  and  visible,  and  the  easement  must  be 
apparent,  necessary,  and  continuous.  Weide- 
kin  V.  Snelson,  17  111.  App.  461;  Denton  v. 
Leddell,  supra. 

And  a  right  of  drainage  through  a  grant- 
or's adjoining  land  will  not  pass  by  impli- 
cation, the  deed  being  silent  upon  the  sub- 
ject, unless  such  right  is  clearly  necessary 
to  the  beneficial  enjoyment  of  the  estate 
conveyed.  DoUiff  v.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  68 
Me.  173;  Crosland  v.  Rogers,  32  8.  C.  130, 
10  S.  E.  874. 

And  this  is  so  though  a  drain  has  already 
been  constructed  through  the  adjoining  land 
and  is  in  use  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance. 
Dolliff  V.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  supra. 

And  where  a  drain  exists  through  one 
estate  for  the  benefit  of  another,  both  estates 
being  owned  by  the  same  person,  and  there 
is  a  severance  of  the  estates  by  a  sale  of  the 
lower  one,  no  easement  is  reserved  in  favof 
of  the  upper  estate  in  the  drain  by  impli- 
cation if  a  similar  privilege  can  be  secured 
by  reasonable  trouble  and  expense.  Car- 
brey  v.  Willis,  7  Allen,  364,  83  Am.  Dec. 
688. 

So,  if  the  owner  of  two  adjoining  estates, 
through  one  of  which  a  drain  exists  for  the 
benefit  of  the  other,  conveys  them  both  at 
the  same  time  to  different  persons,  the  right 
to  use  the  drain  will  not  pass  as  an  ease- 
ment or  appurtenance  to  the  purchaser  of 
the  upper  estate,  provided  a  new  drain  can 
be  built  upon  his  own  land  by  reasonable 
labor  and  expense.  Randall  v.  McLaughlin, 
10  Allen,  366. 

And  where  a  person  owning  two  lots  con- 
structed a  drain  running  from  one  house 
through  the  other  lot,  and  the  owner  of  both 
lots  sold  them  by  different  deeds,  executed 
simultaneously,  without  mentioning  the 
right  of  drainage,  it  no  longer  exists;  and 
the  owner  of  the  house  from  which  the  drain 
runs  cannot  enter  upon  the  land  of  the 
other  to  repair  the  drain,  where  another 
drain  from  his  house  might  be  constructed 
with  a  reasonable  outlay  without'  passing 
through  that  lot.  Johuson  t.  Jordan,  2 
Met.  234,  37  Am.  Dec.  85. 

So,  one  who  gives  a  deed  of  land  with 
full  covenants  of  warranty  cannot  claim  a 
reservation  by  implication  of  an  easement 
of  drainage  through  the  granted  land  for 
the  benefit  of  his  remaining  land.  Mc- 
Sweeney  v.  Com.  185  Mass.  371,  70  N.  E. 
429. 

And  where  one  person  conveyed  to  another 
a  dwelling  house  and  lot  described  by  metes 
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and  bounds,  with  the  appurtenan<!e8,  the  i 
deed  containinjr  covenants  of  warranty  and 
quiet  enjoyment,  and  there  was  at  the  time 
a  bath  room  and  water-closet  in  the  dwell- 
ing, the  discharge  pipes  from  which  emptied 
into  a  sewer  leading  from  the  premises  to 
and  across  adjoining  premises  owned  by  a 
third  person,  the  right  to  use  the  sewer 
across  the  premises  of  a  third  person  was 
not  a  legal  appurtenance  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  deed,  and  where  he  was  restrained 
from  using  such  sewer  he  cannot  recover 
damages  for  alleged  breach  of  covenant. 
Green  v.  Collins,  86  K.  Y.  246,  40  Am. 
Rep.  531. 

The  question  of  the  intended  permanency 
of  an  arrangement  for  the  draining  of  one 
part  of  a  piece  of  property  upon  another 
part,  so  as  to  create  an  easement  on  sever- 
ance of  the  property,  is  to  be  determined, 
in  the  absence  of  express  contract,  by  ref- 
erence to  the  nature  and  relation  of  the 
arrangement  to  the  property  affected  by  it, 
and  by  use ; .  the  acts  of  the  parties  charac- 
teristic of  them  are  persuasive  evidence. 
Bryn  Mawr  Hotel  Co.  ▼.  Baldwin,  12  Montg. 
Co.  L.  Rep.  145. 

The  grant  of  an  easement  of  drainage  and 
aqueduct,  if  implied,  is  not  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  registry  act,  and  prevails  over 
a  subsequent  purchase  without  notice  of  the 
adjoining  lot.  Israel  v.  Leith,  20  Ont.  Rep. 
361. 

VIII.  AppHcatton  of  rules  to  eaaements 
of  support  of  lanA  and  huildinga, 

a.  Land. 

Landowners  are  entitled  to  the  lateral 
support  of  each  other's  land,  and  the  right 
to  lateral  support  from  the  adjacent  soil, 
to  the  extent  that  it  is  essential,  is  an 
absolute  right  of  property.  But  it  does  not 
appear  to  depend  upon  original  unity  of 
title  or  upon  severance,  and  it  does  not  ap- 
pear, therefore,  to  be  a  proper  subject  for 
consideration  in  this  note.  Questions  as  to 
easements  on  severance  in  cases  of  this  class, 
however,  have  arisen  and  been  considered 
by  the  courts,  as  have  also  questions  of 
sales  of  minerals,  reserving  the  land,  or  of 
the  land,  reserving  the  minerals,  and  in 
cases  of  party  walls  and  the  erection  of 
united  houses  depending  upon  each  other. 
And  cases  of  this  class,  in  which  the  former 
unity  and  severance  of  title  have  some  bear- 
ing m  effect  upon  the  easement,  are  in- 
cluded. 

It  has  been  held  in  a  late  English  case 
that  an  -easement  of  support  of  the  surface 
of  one's  land  is  not  one  of  necessity,  and  a 
reservation  thereof  in  a  transfer  cannot  be 
implied.  Union  Lighterage  Ca  v.  London 
Graving  Dock  Co.  [1902]  2  Ch.  667. 

In  Fitzpatrick  v.  Mik,  24  Mo.  App.  436, 
however,  it  was  held  that  where  the  owner 
of  two  contiguous  lots  or  parcels  of  land 
conveys  one  of  them  to  another,  there  is 
also  conveyed  to  the  grantee  any  easement, 
in  respect  to  the  support  of  the  land  re- 
tained bv  the  grantor,  which  existed  at  the 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


time  of  the  oonveyaace,  and  which  was  rea> 
sonably  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
land  granted. 

Bo,  one  who  owns  the  soil  and  the  min- 
erals in  it,  who  alienates  the  mineral*,  re- 
serving tiie  surface,  cannot  be  presumed  to 
have  parted  with  the  right  to  that  support 
for  the  surface  by  the  minerals  which  it 
had  ever  before  enjoyed.  Humphries  v. 
Brogden,  12  Q.  B.  739,  17  Eng.  EuL  C««. 
407. 

And  if  such  an  pwner  of  land  alienates 
the  surface,  reserving  the  minerals,  he  can- 
not be  presumed  to  have  reserved  to  himself, 
in  derogation  of  his  grant,  the  power  of  re- 
moving all  the  minerals  without  leaving  m 
support  for  the  surface.    Ibid. 

The'  reservation  does  not  entitle  him  to 
take  all  the  minerals,  but  only  so  much  as 
he  could  get,  leaving  a  reasonable  support 
for  the  surface  of  the  land.  Harris  v.  Ryd- 
ing,  6  Mees.  &  W.  60. 

b.  Buildings. 

1.  Generally. 

While  a  person  has  no  natural  right  to 
support  for  buildings  on  his  land  from  ad- 
jacent soil,  an  easement  for  support  for  a 
building  may  be  acquired  by  grant,  express 
or  implied;  and  when  acquired  it  gives  the 
same  right  of  support  in  respect  to  build- 
ings that  there  is  by  nature  ii)  respect  of 
the  land.  Stevenson  v.  Wallace,  27  Gratt 
77. 

And  the  right  to  support  for  artificial 
burdens  on  land  may  be  implied  where 
buildings  needing  each  other's  support  are 
built  by  the  same  owner,  and  one  or  both 
are  sold  without  stipulation  to  the  contrary. 
Tunstall  v.  Christian,  80  Va.  1,  66  Am.  Rep. 
581;  Adams  v.  Marshall,  138  Mass.  228,  52 
Am.  Rep  271. 

But  this  implied  right  is  confined  to  the 
status  quo  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  and 
does  not  extend  to  increased  burdens  there- 
after imposed  upon  the  soil.  Tunstall  y. 
Christian,  supra. 

Within  this  rule,  the  grant  of  an  ease- 
ment of  support  of  a  building  upon  one's 
land  will  be  implied,  in  the  absence  of  ex- 
press stipulations,  where  the  owner  of  ad- 
joining houses,  or  of  houses  and  lands,  sev- 
ers the  property  by  sale;  rights  of  support 
in  such  cases  are  mutually  granted  and  re- 
served between  the  original  owner  and  the 
first  grantee,  and  the  second  grantee  suc- 
ceeds to  the  owner's  reserved  rights.  Ste- 
venson v.  Wallace,  supra. 

And  where  two  mills  were  on  the  same 
dam,  and  were  only  1  or  2  feet  apart,  and 
both  rested  on  a  foundation  of  timbers  so 
interlocked  that  the  cutting  away  of  the 
floor  timbers  of  one  mill  would  cause  the 
other  mill  to  settle  and  fall,  unless  other- 
wise supported,  and  the  two  parties  derived 
title  from  the  same  grantors,  one  of  the 
mill  owners  has  the  right  to  have  the 
foundation  remain  as  it  had  been,  so  as  to 
support  his  mill  during  the  existence  of  the 
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mill,  mod  the  other  ha*  no  right  to  remore 
or  imiMur  it  to  his  injury.  Jordan  t.  Otis, 
38  Me.  429. 

And  where  a  person  owns  two  adjoininc 
lots,  and  conveys  one  with  a  house  on  it,  and 
reserves  in  the  deed  the  right  to  join  the 
two  end  walls  of  the  house  free  of  charge, 
and  retains  the  right  to  join  his  building  to 
that  conveyed  by  an  independent  wall  along- 
side of  it,  or  to  make  it  a  part  of  his  build- 
ing by  joining  only  the  end  walls,  the  privi- 
ie^  M  joining  the  building  in  the  mode  indi- 
cated in  the  reservation  does  not  extinguish 
or  impair  his  implied  reservation  of  sup- 
port.    Stevenson  v.  Wallace,  supra. 

So,  where  several  houses  belonging  to  the 
same  owner  are  built  together,  so  that  each 
requires  the  mutual  support  of  the  neigh- 
boring house,  and  the  owner  parts  with  one 
of  the  houses,  the  right  to  such  mutual  sup- 
port is  not  thereby  Tost,  the  legal  presump- 
tion being  that  the  owner  reserves  to  him- 
self such  right,  and  at  the  same  time  grants 
to  the  new  owner  an  equal  right;  and  con- 
sequently, if  the  owner  parts  with  several  of 
the  houses  at  different  times,  the  possessors 
still  enjoy  the  right  to  mutual  support,  the 
right  being  wholly  independent  of  the  ques- 
tion of  priority  of  title.  Richards  v.  Rose, 
9  Exeh.  218. 

But  an  apparently  contrary  rule  has  been 
asserted  and  acted  upon  by  strong  and  reli- 
able authorities. 

Thus,  a  recovery  cannot  be  had  for  in- 
juries to  buildings  by  excavations  of  an  ad- 
joining owner  without  a  showing  of  negli- 
gence. Bailey  y.  Gray,  63  S.  C.  603,  31  S. 
E.  354. 

And  where  tenants  in  common  of  two  city 
lots  on  which  there  were  three  houses,  the 
middle  house  a  cheap  structure,  standing 
one  half  on  each  lot,  oy  warranty  deeds  of 
even  date  conveyed  one  of  the  lots  to  one  of 
the  tenants  and  the  other  to  another  of  the 
tenants,  without  reservation  of  any  ease- 
ment, dividing  the  middle  house  by  a  line 
cutting  its  rooms  into  two  parts,  no  ease- 
ment arises  by  implication  for  the  benefit 
of  the  owner  of  either  half  against  the  own- 
er of  the  other  half,  either  for  support  or 
■coeas,  or  for  the  use  of  water  or  sewer 
pipes.  Whyte  v.  Builders'  League,  164  N.  Y. 
429,  58  N.  E.  517,  affirming  36  App.  Div. 
480,  64  N.  Y.  Supp.  822. 

So,  where  three  frame  buildings  were  con- 
structed on  two  lots  of  land,  one  on  each 
lot,  and  another  between  the  two  extending 
over  each  lot,  so  that  the  division  line  of 
the  two  lots  extended  through  the  center  of 
it.  and  the  two  lots  were  conveyed  to  differ- 
ent persons  for  the  purpose  of  partition 
among  themselves  by  heirs  of  the  original 
owner,  by  two  conveyances  by  metes  and 
bounds,  the  division  line  running  through 
the  middle  of  the  building  on  the  line,  no 
easement  for  the  maintenance  of  the  middle 
house  being  expressly  reserved,  no  such 
easement  would  be  implied,  and  no  cause  of 
action  for  damages  is  made  out  in  favor  of 
the  owners  of  one  of  the  lots,  as  against  the 
grantee  of  the  other,  because  of  the  removal 
of  that  portion  of  the  middle  house  which 
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stood  upon  the  tatter's  lot.  Whyte  t. 
Builders'  League,  36  App.  Div.  480,  64  N. 
Y.  Supp.  822. 

8.  Severance  of  eingle  buildtnga. 

It  is  a  general  rule  that  where  separate 
portions  of  one  building  previously  tnelong- 
ing  to  one  person  become  vested  in  different 
owners,  a  right  of  support,  as  incident  to 
the  property,  passes  by  the  conveyance  to 
each  grantee,  unless  excluded  by  the  terms 
of  the  grant.  Adams  v.  Marshall,  138  Mass. 
228,  52  Am.  Rep.  271. 

The  disposition  and  arrangement  of  the 
several  parts  of  an  entire  building  consist- 
ing of  several  ^arts,  for  various  uses  for 
ease  and  convenience  with  reference  to  ways, 
light,  and  mutual  suppoH,  made  by  the 
owner  in  fee  during  unity  of  seisin,  which 
are  apparent  and  continuous  and  necessary 
to  the  reasonable  enjoyment  of  the  several 
parts  of  the  building,  become  easements  up- 
on severance  of  title  as  to  the  different 
parts  of  the  building,  upon  the  principle 
that  every  ^ant  of  a  thing  naturally  and 
necessarily  imports  a  grant  of  it  as  to  ac- 
tual existence,  in  the  absence  of  any  show- 
ing of  a  contrary  intention.  Morrison  v. 
King,  62  111.  30;  Powers  v.  Heffernan,  233 
111.  697,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  623,  122  Am.  St. 
Rep.  199,  84  N.  E.  661;  National  Exch. 
Bank  v.  Cunningham,  46  Ohio  St.  676,  22 
N.  E.  924. 

On  this  theory,  an  owner  of  a  lot  of  land 
on  which  was  a  bam,  who  conveyed  by  war- 
ranty deed  a  portion  of  the  land  by  metes 
and  bounds,  the  boundary  line  in  fact  run- 
ning through  the  bam,  though  not  entitled 
to  the  whole  use  of  the  barn,  may  maintain 
an  action  against  the  grantee  for  the  loss  of 
support  and  shelter  to  the  grantor's  portion 
of  the  bam,  where  the  grantee  cut  off  so 
much  of  the  bam  as  was  on  his  land. 
Adams  v.  Marshall,  supra. 

And  where  a  testator  owned  two  adjoining 
town  lots  upon  which  he  built  adjoining 
houses  two  stories  high,  with  a  common 
partition  wall,  and  a  stairway  was  placed 
adjoining  the  partition,  by  which  access  was 
had  to  the  second  story  of  the  other,  a  de- 
vise of  the  latter  carries  the  right  to  use 
the  stairway  as  an  approach  to  the  second 
story,  as  it  had  been  used  by  the  testator. 
Howell  V.  Estes,  71  Tex.  690,  12  S.  W.  62. 

And  where  tenants  in  common  with  ad- 
joining lots  built  thereon  a  building  cover- 
ing the  entire  premises,  and  having  a  stair- 
way and  hall  leading  to  rooms  in  the  second 
and  third  stories  thereof,  and  the  tenancy 
was  severed  by  deeds  of  the  fee  with  general 
warrant,  containing  no  reservation  of 
privilege,  the  use  of  the  stairs  and  passage- 
way being  a  necessity  to  the  use  of  the  sev- 
eral portions  of  the  second  and  third  stories, 
the  easement  is  continued,  and  a  purchaser 
of  a  part,  with  knowledge  of  the  plan  and 
construction  of  the  building,  and  the  com- 
mon use  of  the  stairway  and  passageway, 
takes  with  notice  of  the  rights  of  the  other 
owners.    Thompson  .v.  Miner,  30  Iowa,  386. 

And  if  an  easement  exists  where  the  own- 
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er  of  a  permanent  building  conveys  part  of 
the  Bame,  and  access  to  its  upper  stories  is 
dependent  on  common  stairs,  passages,  and 
halls  which  are  in  part  upon  the  estate  of 
each  part,  they  constitute  together  one  en- 
tire mutual  easement,  and  neither  party  can 
insist  upon  such  an  easement  in  the  estate 
of  the  other,  and,  at  the  same  time,  obstruct 
the  easement  on  his  own  estate.  Dillman  t. 
Hoffman,  38  Wis.  659. 

So,  where  the  owner  of  a  building,  upon 
erecting  a  new  building  on  an  adjoining  lot, 
uses  the  stairway  and  hall  of  the  old  build- 
ing for  many  years  as  the  only  means  of 
access  to  the  second  floor  of  the  new  build- 
ing, such  use  becomes  an  easement  upon  a 
sale  by  him  of  the  old  building,  even  though 
the  only  reservation  in  his  deed  was  the 
right  to  one  half 'of  the  party  wall  between 
the  buildings.    Powers  v.  Heffernan,  supra. 

And  that  two  buildings,  access  to  the  up- 
per stories  of  which  was  gained  through  a 
common  stairway,  were  not  erected  at  the 
same  time,  and  that  their  floors  were  not 
on  the  same  level,  will  not,  in  case  of  their 
sale  of  different  persons,  prevent  the  opera- 
tion of  the  rule  that,  in  case  of  the  sale  to 
different  persons  of  a  piece  of  property,  the 
easements  created  by  the  former  owner  in 
favor  of  one  party,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
other,  will  continue,  where  the  stairway  in 
which  the  easement  was  claimed  had  been  in 
use  for  a  long  period  of  time  before  the 
conveyance.    Ibid. 

So,  where  three  persons  jointly  own  two 
lots  of  ground  and  erect  a  business  building 
as  a  single  structure,  each  owner  contribut- 
ing to  the  cost  of  the  whole,  according  to 
the  extent  of  his  ownership  in  the  lots,  and 
by  common  design  the  only  access  for  the 
second  and  third  stories  of  the  portion  up- 
on one  lot  was  by  means  of  a  stairway  en- 
trance upon  the  other  lot,  and  through  com- 
mon corridors  upon  the  upper  floors,  and 
subsequently  the  owners  partitioned  the 
property  between  them,  the  owner  of  one 
part,  after  the  division,  or  his  grantee, 
cannot  interfere  with  the  free  and  com- 
mon use  by  the  owners  and  tenants  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  corridors  and  stairway 
which  were  upon  their  side  of  the  property. 
Pierce  v.  Cleland,  133  Pa.  189,  7  L.R.A.  752, 
19  Atl.  352. 

And  where  the  owner  of  two  stores  with  a 
public  hall  over  both  of  them  conveyed  the 
stores  at  different  times  to  different  gran- 
tees, including  an  individual  half  of  the  fur- 
niture, scenery,  etc.,  of  the  hall  to  each,  and 
there  was  but  one  entrance  to  the  hall,  and 
that  was  at  the  south  end  of  the  building, 
and  it  was  impracticable  to  construct  an- 
other, the  owner  of  the  north  store  has  an 
implied  right  to  use  the  stairway.  Gallo- 
way V.  Bonesteel,  65  Wis.  79,  66  "Am.  Rep. 
616,  26  N.  W.  262. 

So,  where  a  lease  was  made  of  the  second 
story  of  a  building  to  which  the  only  means 
of  access  was  by  a  temporary  stairway 
which  was  partially  built  over  a  stranger's 
property,  which  stairway  was  removed,  the 
lessee  or  his  assignee  is  entitled  to  construct 
another  stairway  over  the  pr^nises  of  the 
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landlord,  though  his  doing  so  would  neces- 
sarily be  detrimental  to  the  occupancy  of 
the  first  story  of  the  building;  but  the  land- 
lord is  entitled  to  have  his  interest  and  con- 
venience considered  in  the  selection  of  the 
place  of  the  new  stairway,  and  the  manner 
of  its  construction.  Chase  t.  Hall,  41  Mo. 
App.  15. 

And  on  the  execution  of  a  sublease  of  the 
upper  floors  of  a  building,  a  right  of  way  to 
the  floors  so  severed  as  a  way  of  necessity 
may  pass  by  implication  of  law  without  the 
use  of  the  word  "appurtenances."  Georke 
Ca  V.  Wadsworth  (N.  J.  E^.)  68  Atl.  71. 

Where  a  sublease  of  the  upper  floors  of  a 
building  expressly  provides  for  other  means 
of  access  than  an  open  stairway  leading  from 
the  first  floor,  however,  the  sublessee's  right 
to  use  such  stairway  to  obtain  access  to  the 
upper  floors  does  not  pass  by  implication 
of  law,  as  a  way  of  necessity.    Ibid. 

And  where  a  sublease  of  the  upper  floors 
of  a  building  provided  for  no  means  of  ac- 
cess other  than  by  a  stairway  leading  from 
the  first  floor,  the  fact  that  the  sublease  al- 
so provided  that  if  the  sublessee  was  unable 
to  procure  the  consent  of  the  original  land- 
lords to  the  construction  of  such  new  means 
of  access,  or  it  could  not  be  constructed  for 
any  other  reason,  the  sublessee  might  sur- 
render the  lease,  does  not  render  such  new 
means  of  access  substitutional  only,  so  as  to 
raise  an  easement  for  the  use  of  the  stair- 
way by  implication  in  case  the  new  way  was 
not  obtained.    Ibid. 

And  where  an  owner  of  two  buildings  con- 
taining two  stores  with  a  partition  wall  be- 
tween them  and  with  stairs  on  one  side  lead- 
ing to  the  second  floor,  and  a  door  through 
the  partition  wall  on  the  second  floor  at  the 
head  of  the  stairs,  sold  the  store  which  had 
no  stairs,  making  in  the  conveyance  the 
center  line  of  the  partition  wall  the  divid- 
ing line,  the  conveyance  does  not  carry  with 
it  a  right  of  way  of  necessity  over  the 
flight  of  stairs.  Stillwell  v.  Foster,  80  Me. 
333,  14  Atl.  731. 

So,  where,  after  the  owner  of  two  adjoin- 
ing premises,  one  being  an  extension  in  the 
rear  of  the  other,  has  established  a  com- 
munication between  the  front  and  rear 
buildings  with  an  entrance  thereto  through 
the  front  building,  the  two  buildings  are 
sold  upon  foreclosure  of  mortgages,  one  per- 
son purchasing  the  front  building  and  an- 
other the  rear  building,  when  the  purchaser 
of  the  front  building  closes  up  the  entrance 
to  the  hallway  between  the  premises  pur- 
chased by  him  and  the  rear  building,  equit- 
able interference  by  way  of  injunction  will 
not  be  had.  Bchrymser  T.  Phelps,  62  How. 
Pr.  1. 

3.  Partff  tMiIto. 

If  the  owner  of  two  adjoining  lots  erect 
buildings  upon  them  with  a  party  wall  on 
each,  to  be  used  as  a  support  to  both  build- 
ings, and  which  is  necessary  to  furnish  such 
support,  and  which  is  used  for  that  pur- 
pose from  the  time  of  its  erection,  a  con- 
veyance of  either  house  and  lot.  with  its 
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appurtenances,  creates  an  easement  for  the 
support  of  the  house  so  conveyed,  in  so 
much  of  the  wall  as  stands  on  the  other  lot. 
Ehio  V.  Del  Vecchio,  4  i/uer,  53;  Webster  t. 
Stevens,  5  Duer,  653. 

And  the  same  rule  applies  in  sucu  a  case 
where  the  owner  or  his  representative  con- 
veys the  houses  and  lots  separately  to  dif- 
ferent persona;  each  purchaser  acquires  an 
easement  for  the  support  of  the  house  con- 
veyed to  him  in  such  part  of  the  party  wall 
as  stands  upon  the  other  lot.  Eno  v.  Del 
Vecchio,  6  Duer,  17. 

And  where  the  owner  of  a  dwelling  and 
flat  house  separated  by  a  party  wall,  in  an 
extension  of  which,  beyond  the  depth  of 
the  dwelling  house,  are  a  number  of  win- 
dows through  which  light  and  air  come^ 
from  the  vacant  yard  behind  the  dwelling 
into  the  flathouse,  conveys  the  dwelling 
house  by  deed,  describing  the  line  between 
them  as  running  through  the  center  of  the 
party  wall,  and  afterwards  sells  the  flat- 
house  to  another  purchaser,  the  purchaser 
of  the  dwelling  house  may  close  up  the  win- 
dows in  so  much  of  the  party  wall  as  stands 
on  his  land;  but  the  purchaser  of  the  flat- 
house  is  not  entitled  to  fill  up  flues  used 
by  the  owner  of  the  dwelling  house,  existing 
in  the  party  wall  prior  to  the  time  of  the 
conveyance  of  the  property  by  the  original 
owner  of  both  dwellings.  DeBaun  v.  Moore, 
32  App.  Div.  397,  52  N.  Y.  Supp.  1092. 

So,  when  the  owner  of  two  adjoining 
houses  conveys  them  to  different  persons  by 
deeds  describing  them  as  commencing  at  a 
fixed  point,  but  running  the  lateral  bound- 
aries through  the  center  of  a  party  wall,  the 
first  grantee  acquires  an  easement  in  the 
party  wall,  even  though  the  wall  is  almost 
entirely  upon  the  adjoining  premises.  Pop- 
per V.  Peck,  14  1«.  Y.  Week.  Dig.  235. 

And  where  a  man  owning  two  lots  erected 
two  houses  thereon,  and  made  the  wall  be- 
tween them  a  party  wall,  and  by  two  deeds, 
both  dated  and  recorded  at  the  same  time, 
he  conveyed  one  lot  to  one  person  and  the 
other  lot  to  another  by  a  description  which 
located  the  line  of  division  so  as  4to  throw 
the  whole  of  the  wall  and  2  inches  of  the 
land  on  the  westerly  side  thereof  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  first  grantee's  lot,  the 
grantee  of  the  westerly  lot  acquired  an  ease- 
ment corresponding  with  the  servitude  to 
which  the  easterly  lot  was  subjected,  and 
the  right  to  use  the  wall  as  a  party  wall 
carried  with  it  the  right  to  occupy  the  space 
of  2  inches  intervening  between  the  wall 
and  the  easterly  boundary  of  the  other  lot 
with  the  timbers  which  were  to  find  support 
in  the  wall,  and  to  have  the  buildings  re- 
main as  they  were  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
veyance from  the  former  owner;  at  least, 
so  long  as  the  buildings  and  wall  should  en- 
dure.    Rogers  v.  Sinsheimer,  50  N.  Y.  646. 

Where  an  owner  of  a  city  lot  on  which 
two  stores  were  erected,  separated  by  a  di- 
vision wall,  conveyed  the  south  half  of  the 
lot  to  one  person,  which  included  the  whole 
division  wall,  and  did  not  reserve  any  ease- 
ment in  the  wall  or  the  property  conveyed, 
however,  no  implied  easement  exists  that  en- 
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titles  the  owner  to  use  the  wall  to  sustain 
his  remaining  property,  where  there  is  no 
season  why  he  could  not  construct  a  new 
wall  on  his  own  property  to  sustain  his 
building.  Cherry  v.  Brizzolara,  89  Ark.  309, 
21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  508,  116  S.  W.  668. 

And  where  a  common  wall  is  erected  by 
a  tenant  for  use,  although  it  may  be  a 
party  wall,  a  conveyance  of  one  of  the  lots 
creates  no  easement  binding  on  the  owner 
of  the  reversion  in  fee  that  can  prevent  such 
owner,  when  the  term  expires,  from  dealing 
with  his  property  as  if  no  such  wall  had 
ever  been  erected.  Webster  v.  Stevens, 
supra. 

4.  Bncroaehments. 

Where  a  wall  of  a  house  stands  wholly 
upon  the  land  of  another,  and  is  essential 
to  the  support  of  the  house,  the  latter  can- 
not remove  or  impair  it,  where  both  owners 
bought  from  a  common  owner,  with  knowl- 
edge of  the  situation  of  the  wall.  Henry  v. 
Koch,  80  Ky.  391,  44  Am.  Rep.  484. 

And  where  the  owner  of  premises  who  has 
constructed  a  permanent  building  so  that 
most  of  it  is  on  one  tract  of  land  and  a  part 
of  it  on  a  second  tract  of  land  sells  the  first 
tract,  his  vendee  has  an  implied  easement 
in  the  second  tract  to  the  extent  necessary 
to  support  the  building.  Smith  v.  Lock- 
wood,  100  Minn.  221,  110  N.  W.  980. 

And  if  a  vendor  grants  land  on  which  is 
a  house,  its  cornice  and  eaves  projecting 
over  land  retained  by  him,  the  grant  car- 
ries by  implication  the  right  to  retain  the 
cornice  and  eaves  in  the  position  they  were 
in  at  the  time  of  the  grant.  Grace  M.  E. 
Church  V.  Dobbins,  153  Pa.  294,  34  Am.  St. 
Rep.  706,  25  Atl.  1120;  Hall  v.  Alexander,  3 
Ont.  L.  Rep.  482. 

So,  where  the  owner  of  two  adjoining  lots, 
having  built  a  house  on  each,  one  of  which 
is  so  built  that  its  second  story  projects 
over  the  adjoining  lot  3  or  4  feet,  conveys 
the  lot  on  which  such  house  stands,  with 
the  improvements,  easements,  rights,  and 
privileges  thereto  appertaining,  neither  he 
nor  anyone  claiming  under  him  can  there- 
after successfully  assert  a  claim  to  have  the 
projection  removed,  or  maintain  an  action 
against  the  owner  thereof  as  for  a  nui- 
sance. Frizzell  v.  Murphy,  19  App.  D.  C. 
440. 

And  where  the  owner  of  two  adjoining 
lots  builds  a  dwelling  house  on  each,  and  so 
constructs  the  houses  that  the  porch  of  one 
encroaches  about  5  feet  on  the  adjoining  lot, 
while  the  bay  window  of  the  other  projects 
about  1  foot  over  the  other  lot,  and  conveys 
both  houses  with  their  improvements,  ways, 
easements,  rights,  privileges,  and  appurte- 
nances to  diSerent  parties,  the  purchaser  of 
the  lot  over  which  the  porch  of  the  adjoin- 
ing house  projects  cannot  maintain  a  bill 
in  equity  against  the  other  grantee  for  a 
mandatory  injunction  compelling  the  remov- 
al of  the  porch,  especially  when  the  removal 
would  injure  the  appearance  of  the  prop- 
erty, and  inconvenience  the  owner.  Wilson 
V.  Riggs,  27  App.  D.  0.  650. 
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So,  where  a  railroad  oonveyed  a  house  and 
part  of  its  land  and  an  outhouse  of  a  sub- 
stantial character,  which,  at  the  time  of  the 
conveyance,  was  situated  on  the  land  con- 
veyed and  partly  on  the  railroad's  remain- 
ing land,  the  grantee  was  entitled  to  an  ease- 
ment in  the  company's  land  so  occupied  by 
the  outhouse  for  its  maintenance  as  appur- 
tenant to  the  property  conveyed.  New  York 
C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Needham,  29  Misc.  435, 
61  N.  Y.  Supp.  992. 

And  where  a  block  of  buildings  oonsisting 
of  a  central  building  and  two  wings  was 
erected  with  a  piazza  in  front  of  the  central 
building,  and  side  doors  in  the  wings,  which 
opened  on  and  swung  over  the  piazza,  the 
upper  parts  of  which  were  used  as  windows, 
and  the  center  building  was  occupied  W  the 
United  States  as  a  customhouse  under  a 
lease,  after  which  it  purchased  the  same  in 
fee,  and  the  wings  were  sold  to  other -par- 
ties, the  purchasers  of  the  wings  are  entitled 
under  the  conveyance,  independent  of  the 
lapse  of  time,  to  the  use  of  the  side  doork 
and  windows  therein  and  passage  therefrom 
as  they  used  them  at  the  time  ol  the  convey- 
ance. United  States  ▼.  Appleton,  1  Sumn. 
492,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,463. 

So.  where  a  house  rested  partly  upon  a 
strip  of  ground  adjoining  that  upon  which 
it  was  located,  and  there  was  a  mortgage 
upon  the  lot  with  the  house  on  it,  and  the 
mortgagor  owned  the  adjoining  lot,  the 
mortgagee,  on  acquiring  title  by  foreclosure 
and  sale,  acquired  an  easement  to  the  use  ot 
so  much  of  such  strip  of  ground  as  was  rea- 
sonably necessary,  although  it  was  not  de- 
scribed in  the  mortgage.  John  Hancock  Mut. 
L.  Ins.  Co.  V.  Patterson,  103  Ind.  682,  53 
Am.  Rep.  550,  2  K.  E.  188. 

And  where  an  owner  of  three  lots  and  a 
strip  of  land  adjoining  one  of  the  lota  erect- 
ed a  building  on  the  property  in  such  man- 
ner that  a  wall  of  the  building  extended  up- 
on and  over  the  strip,  the  mortgagee  of  the 
lots  and  building  only,  who  took  title  under 
foreclosure  of  the  mortgage,  took  title  to  the 
lots,  including  the  easement  to  have  the  wall 
of  the  building  remain  where  it  was  on  the 
atrip  of  land,  with  all  the  other  right  neces- 
sary to  the  enjoyment  of  the  building,  but 
did  not  obtain  title  to  such  strip  of  land. 
Carrig  v.  Mechanics'  Bank,  136  Iowa,  261, 
111  N.  W.  329. 

So,  where  the  owner  of  a  plot  of  land,  who 
has  erected  thereon  two  houses  separated  by 
a  party  wall,  conveys  one  of  the  houses  by 
metes  and  bounds,  describing  it  as  a  specific 
lot  of  land  of  a  stated  width,  which  does 
not  include  a  4  inch  strip  upon  which  a  por- 
tion of  the  porch  attached  to  the  house  con- 
veyed encroaches  upon  the  other  lot,  the 
grantee  does  not  acquire  title  to  the  strip 
thus  encroached  upon,  but  only  an  implied 
easement  therein  for  the  support  of  the 
porch  as  long  as  it  stands  as  an  appurte- 
nance to  the  grantee's  house,  as  constructed 
at  the  time  of  the  conveyance.  Wilson  v. 
Wightman,  36  App.  Div.  41,  65  N.  Y.  Supp. 
806. 

The  existence  of  an  alleged  easement 
claimed  to  be  annexed  to  one's  land  to  use 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  land  of  another  for  a  spedal  purpose, 
such  as  supporting  thereon  part  of  a  build- 
ing, however,  depends  generally  on  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  is  open,  visible,  continuous, 
and  necessary.  Wniting  v.  Gaylord,  06' 
Conn.  337,  50  Am.  St.  Rep.  87,  34  AtL  85. 

And  no  easement  of  a  right  to  have  one's 
building  supported  upon  land  of  another 
can  be  implied  unless  there  is  an  open  and 
visible  necessity  therefor,  essential  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  estate  granted ;  and  a  pur- 
chaser  taking  a  deed  without  express  men- 
tion of  such  an  easement  is  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  make  examination  and  inquiry  to 
ascertain  whether  such  an  easement  exists. 
Ibid. 

So,  where  a  person  owning  two  lots  built 
a  building  on  the  easterly  one,  and  conveyed 
this  lot  by  metes  and  bounds,  with  no  men- 
tion of  a  building  or  appurtenances,  and  be 
afterwards  conveyed  the  westerly  lot  to  an- 
other person,  and  it  was  afterwards  discov- 
ered through  a  survey  that  the  west  wall  of 
the  house  on  the  easterly  lot,  and  the  west 
fence  in  the  rear,  stood  upon  the  westerly 
lot  to  the  extent  of  a  few  inches,  the  owner 
of  the  westerly  lot  is  not  entitled  to  an  ease- 
ment in  the  overlapping  wall,  since  it  is  not 
found  in  the  grant,  and  there  is  no  apparent 
necessity  for  its  existence.  Reiners  v. 
Young,  109  N.  Y.  848,  15  N.  Y.  S.  R.  277, 
16  N.  E.  368,  reversing  38  Hun,  335. 

And  where  a  dwelling  house  was  erected 
and  the  premises  conveyed  and  described  by 
metes  and  bounds  in  the  deed,  and  the 
dwelling  house  projected  14  inches  upon  an 
adjoining  lot,  and  the  purchaser  was  evicted 
from  so  much  of  the  house  as  thus  projected 
over  the  adjoining  lot,  the  purchaser  has  no 
claim  against  his  vendor  by  reason  of  fail- 
ure of  title  to  the  portion  of  the  adjoining 
lot  on  which  the  house  stood,  since  that 
was  not  covered  by  the  deed.  Burke  v. 
Nichols,  2  Keyes,  670. 

And  where  a  deed  conveyed  a  lot  by  metes 
and  bounds,  with  the  buildings  and  improve- 
ments thereon,  together  wiui  the  appurte- 
nances thereto  belonging,  and  on  the  rear  of 
the  lot  was  a  building  extending  5  feet  over 
upon  the  adjoining  lot  of  the  grantor,  and 
for  this  building  there  never  was  a  separate 
side  wall,  but  its  front  and  rear  walls  were 
extended  over  the  line  until  they  met  the 
walls  of  a  house  built  on  the  adjoining  lot, 
and  the  extended  walls  were  not  keyed  upon 
this  exterior  wall  of  the  other  house,  and 
the  timbers  of  the  house  did  not  rest  in  it, 
but  were  supported  by  piers,  though  the 
plastering  was  placed  upon  or  against  it, 
the  deed  did  not  convey  the  strip  of  the  ad- 
joining lot  covered  by  tne  building  on  the 
lot  conveyed,  or  any  easement  of  support 
therein.  Griffiths  v.  Morrison,  106  N.  Y. 
165,  12  N.  E.  580. 

If  two  houses,  one  of  which  wrongfully 
overhangs  the  other,  come  into  the  same 
ownership,  the  wrong  is  righted,  and  a  sev- 
erance of  the  ownership  does  not  revive  the 
easement.     Robins  v.  Barnes,  Hobart,  131. 

But  if  the  owner  of  a  lot  on  which  there 
is  a  building  whose  wall  encroaches  upon  an 
adjoining  lot  acquires  title  to  the  adjoining 
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lot,  the  encroachment  eeaaes;  and  it  he  aub- 
■eqoently  aevera  the  title  to  the  lots,  the 
adjoining  lot  ia  charged  with  the  servitude 
of  the  wall,  and  the  title  to  the  dominant 
lot  is  not  open  to  the  objection  that  the 
wall  encroaches  upon  the  adjoining  lot. 
Kats  T.  Kaiaer,  1S4  N.  Y.  294,  48  K.  £.  532, 
affinning  10  App.  Div.  137,  41  N.  Y.  Supp. 
77«. 

EX..  AvpUeaU<>»  of  fulea  to  eoMmenta 
of  light  and  air. 

a.  The  EnglUh  rule. 

By  the  common  law,  where  one  who  was 
the  owner  of  two  adjoining  lots  of  land,  on 
one  of  which  was  a  house  with  an  apparent 
and  continuous  right  of  light  and  air 
through  windows  therein  over  the  other  lot, 
eonveyed  away  the  former  lot,  retaining  the 
latter,  there  was,  in  the  absence  of  any  ez- 
preas  provision  to  the  contrary,  an  implied 
grant  by  him  of  the  right  to  the  light  and 
air  which  had  been  enjoyed  through  the  win- 
dows over  the  other  property,  and  he  could 
not  derogate  from  his  own  grant  by  building 
on  such  other  property  so  as  to  obstruct  or 
materially  interfere  with  the  enjoyment  of 
li^t  and  air  through  such  windows.  Sut- 
fbea  V.  Therkelson,  38  N.  J.  £q.  318;  Keats 
▼.  Hugo,  1 15  Mass.  204,  IS  Am.  Rep.  80. 

The  rule  that  a  grantor  cannot  derogate 
from  his  grant  prevents  a  grantor  who  has 
granted  land  with  a  house  thereon,  owning 
adjoining  land,  from  building  upon  his  own 
land  in  such  a  way  as  to  blot  out  the  light 
passing  over  his  own  land  to  the  windows  of 
the  house  of  his  grantee.  Broomfield  ▼. 
Williams  [1897]  1  Ch.  602. 

And  the  rule  that  a  man  who  g^rants  a 
bouse  with  lights  cannot  erect  new  build- 
ings so  as  to  obstruct  those  lights  applies 
to  the  ease  where  the  grantor  purposely 
leaves  a  strip  of  land  intervening  between 
the  house  and  the  land  retained.  Birming- 
ham, D.  &  Dist  Bkg.  Co.  v.  Ross,  L.  R.  38 
Ch.  Div.  295. 

And  a  sale  of  a  lot  upon  which  there  is  a 
bouse,  with  a  reference  in  the  description  to 
adjoining  land  as  building  land,  does  not 
show  an  intention  to  reserve  a  right  to  build 
on  the  adjoining  land  so  as  to  darken  the 
windows  in  the  house  on  the  land  sold,  since 
it  would  be  possible  to  build  on  that  land 
without  darkening  such  windows.  Broom- 
field  ▼.  Williams,  supra;  Swansborough  v. 
Coventry,  9  Bing.  305. 

So,  where  a  man  builds  a  new  house  on 

Krt  of  his  lands,  and  afterwards  sells  the 
use  to.  one  person  and  the  land  to  an- 
other, neither  be  nor  the  purchaser  of  the 
lands  can  obstruct  the  lights  of  the  house. 
Palmer  v.  Fletcher,  1  Lev.  122;  Cox  v. 
Matthews,  1  Vent.  237. 

And  the  rule  is  the  same  where  the  owner 
of  a  dwelling  house  and  adjoining  lands 
wUs  the  honse  to  one  person  and  the  land 
to  another,  under  contemporaneous  convey- 
•aees,  neither  purchaser  being  aware  of  the 
conveyance  to  the  other.  Allen  v.  Taylor, 
L.  R.  16  Ch.  Div.  355. 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  24 


St,  an  occupant  of  one  of  two  houses, 
built  at  nearly  the  same  time  and  purchased 
of  the  same  proprietor,  may  maintain  a 
special  action  on  the  case  against  a  tenant 
of  the  other  for  obstructing  his  window 
lights  by  adding  to  his  own  building,  how- 
ever short  the  previous  period  of  enjoyment 
of  the  plaintiff  may  have  been.  Compton  T. 
Richards,  1  Price,  27. 

And  where  the  owners  in  fee  of  a  house 
and  adjoining  land  granted  to  trustees  a 
lease  of  the  land  for  ninety-nine  years,  and 
they  covenanted  to  build  upon  it  according 
to  a  certain  plan,  and  the  next  year  the 
owners  conveyed  the  reversion  in  fee  to  the 
land  to  the  trustees,  and  a  person  subse- 
quently, with  the  authority  of  the  trustees, 
built  upon  the  land,  not  in  accordance  with 
the  pUm  of  the  lease,  but  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  obstruct  the  light  and  air  from 
the  house,  the  person  thus  building  is  liable 
to  the  person  whose  light  is  thus  obstruct- 
ed for  the  damages.  White  v.  Bass,  7 
Hurlst.  &  N.  722. 

And  where  one  person  agreed  to  erect  cer- 
tain specified  buildings  on  the  estate  of  an- 
other, and  after  some  of  the  buildings  had 
been  erected,  the  scheme  was  departed  from 
by  building  several  blocks  of  mansions  with 
windows  overlooking  adjoining  vacant  plots, 
and  the  owner  conveyed  a  block  of  mansions 
to  the  builder,  containing  no  words  of  reser- 
vation of  any  right  in  respect  to  the  ad- 
joining plots,  but  embodying  a  plan  showing 
the  party  wall  and  open  area,  and  the  owner 
subsequently  sold  another  site  to  other  per- 
sons, who  commenced  to  build  on  it  so  as  to 
obstruct  the  light  to  the  windows  of  the 
mansions,  but  to  a  less  extent  than  would 
have  been  the  case  had  the  original  plan 
been  carried  out,  it  will  not  be  deemed  that 
the  conveyance  from  the  original  ownei  to 
the  builder  carried  with  it  any  right  to  have 
the  access  of  light  unobstructed  by  any  fu- 
ture building  on  the  adjoining  grant.  Grod- 
win  V.  Schweppes  [1902]   1  Ch.  926. 

So,  where  a  person  purchased  a  house, 
and  another  person,  at  the  same  time,  pur- 
chased the  adjoining  land  from  the  same 
vendor,  upon  which  there  had  been  an  erec- 
tion one  story  high,  the  purchaser  of  the  lot 
was  not  entitled  to  build  thereon  higher 
than  one  story  if,  by  so  doing,  he  obstructed 
the  house  owner's  lights.  Swansborough  v. 
Coventry,  supra. 

Nor  does  a  lease  of  a  building  abutting  on 
a  passage  20  feet  wide,  having  buildings  up- 
on the  other  side  about  25  feet  high,  to- 
gether with  the  rights,  members,  and  ap- 
purtenances to  the  leased  premises  belong- 
ing, grant,  either  expressly  or  impliedly,  a 
right  to  uninterrupted  light  for  the  build- 
ing. Birmingham,  D.  &  Dist.  Bkg.  Co.  t. 
Ross,  supra. 

And  if  land  forms  part  of  a  building 
estate,  and  a  contract  is  entered  into  for  a 
sale  of  a  part  by  reference  to  a  plan  in  which 
the  estate  is  marked  out  in  building  lots 
with  a  building-line  mark  on  the  plan,  so  as 
to  extend  through  all  the  plots,  including 
the  land  which  is  the  subject  of  the  con- 
tract, the  application  of  the  doctrine  that 
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a  grantor  cannot  derogate  from  his  own 
grant  is  not  thereby  limited  or  restricted, 
and  in  the  absence  of  further  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  a  building  scheme  or  a  reserva- 
tion of  any  right  to  the  grantor,  the  pur- 
chaser from  him  of  an  adjoining  lot  'will  be 
restrained  from  building  on  his  land  so  as 
to  interfere  with  the  access  of  light  to  s 
house  on  the  estate,  as  theretofore  enjoyed. 
Pollard  V.  Gare  [1901]  1  Ch.  834. 

The  nature  and  extent  of  the  right  to 
ancient  light  is  to  have  that  amount  of 
light  through  windows  of  a  house  which  is 
sufficient  according  to  the  ordinary  notions 
of  mankind  for  the  comfortable  use  and  en- 
joyment of  the  house  as.  a  dwelling  house, 
if  it  were  a  dwelling  house,  or  for  the  bene- 
ficial use  and  occupation  of  the  house  if  it 
were  a  warehouse,  a  shop,  or  other  place  of 
business.  Kelk  v.  Pearson,  L.  R.  6  Ch.  809, 
a  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  48. 

And  the  owner  of  an  ancient  light  is  en- 
titled to  prevent  his  neighbor  from  obstruct- 
ing the  access  of  light  so  as  to  render  the 
house  possessing  the  ancient  light  substan- 
tially less  fit  for  occupation.    Ibid. 

The  English  prescription  act,  2  &  3  Wil- 
liam IV.,  chap.  71,  does  not  alter  the  law  as 
to  the  nature  and  extent  of  light  to  which 
the  owner  of  an  ancient  light  is  entitled. 
Ibid. 

If,  however,  a  man  have  a  house  and  an- 
cient lights,  and  purchase  the  adjoining 
house  and  lands,  though  the  houses  be  after- 
wards severed,  the  privilege  of  lights  of  the 
house  can  never  be  restored.  Robins  t. 
Barnes,  Hobart,  131. 

And  the  maxim  that  a  grantor  shall  not 
derogate  from  his  own  grant  docs  not  en- 
title a  grantee  of  a  house  to  claim  an  ease- 
ment of  light  to  an  extent  inconsistent  with 
the  intention  to  be  implied  from  the  circum- 
stances existing  at  the  time  of  the  grant, 
and  known  to  the  grantee.  Birmingham, 
D.  &  Dist.  Bkg.  Co.  v.  Ross,  supra. 

So,  where  a  person  owning  two  adjoining 
tenements  granted  one  of  them  and  retained 
the  other,  without  expressly  reserving  to 
himself  any  rights  over  the  tenement 
granted,  there  is  no  implied  reservation  to 
the  grantor  of  the  right  to  the  access  of 
light  to  a  window  in  bis  house  on  the  side 
of  the  land  sold,  it  not  being  an  easement 
of  necessity,  and  the  purchaser  cannot  be 
prevented  from  building  a  wall  on  his  prem- 
ises so  as  to  block  out  such  light.  Ray  v. 
Hazeldine  [1904]  2  Ch.  17. 

And  where  a  workshop  and  an  adjacent 
piece  of  land  belonging  to  the  same  owner 
were  put  up  for  sale  at  auction,  but  the 
workshop  was  not  then  sold,  though  the 
piece  of  land  was,  and  a  month  after  this 
the  vendor  sold  and  conveyed  the  workshop 
to  another  person,  and  the  workshop  had 
windows  overlooking  and  receiving  light 
from  the  piece  of  land  first  sold,  in  the 
absence  of  a  reservation  no  right  passed  to 
the  purchaser  of  the  workshop  of  access  of 
the  light  to  the  windows,  and  the  purchaser 
of  the  piece  of  land  had  a  right  to  build  i 
so  as  to  obstruct  the  windows  of  the  work- 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


shop.  Wheeldon  t.  Bnrraw%  L  B.  12  Ch. 
Div.  31. 

So,  where  a  large  building  was  erected  for 
the  purpose  of  a  business,  and  so  construct- 
ed that  it  was  capable  of  being  divided  into 
separate  blocks  substantially  corresponding 
to  separate  leases,  but  partly  dependent  on 
each  other  for  light  and  facilities  of  access 
from  one  floor  to  another  and  other  quasi 
easements,  and  while  the  building  was  in 
course  of  erection  the  builder  mortgaged  the 
lot,  with  general  notice  to  the  mortgagee  of 
the  scheme  of  construction,  and  afterwards 
a  second  mortgage  to  a  third  party  was  made 
and  the  builder  became  bankrupt,  and  a 
foreclosure,  was  obtained  by  the  mortgagees 
against  the  trustee  in  bankruptcy,  and  the 
second  mortgagee  first  completed  his  fore- 
closure, and  the  first  one  did  so  shortly 
afterwards,  and  the  openings  between  the 
blocks  were  stopped  up  and  the  blocks  be- 
came separately  occupied,  there  was  no  im- 
plied reservation  of  light  to  one  block  from 
the  adjoining  blocks,  and  the  owner  of  that 
block  could  not  maintain  an  action  to  re- 
strain the  mortgagee  from  obstructing  the 
light  from  another  block.  Russell  v.  Watts, 
L.  R.  25  Ch.  Div.  559. 

And  where  the  owners  of  a  building  plot 
demised  a  plot  with  a  hotel  on  it  for  a 
term  of  ninety-nine  years,  the  lease  con- 
taining a  covenant  by  the  lessees  not  to  do 
anything  which  might  be  an  annoyance  to 
the  neighborhood  or  the  lessees  or  tenants 
of  the  lessors,  or  diminish  the  value  of  the 
adjoining  property,  nor  erect  any  house  or 
building  nearer  than  20  feet  to  the  road, 
nor  any  building  without  submitting  the 
plans  to  the  lessors  and  obtaining  their  ap- 
proval, and  subsequently  the  lessors  demised 
the  adjoining  land  with  the  houses  thereon, 
the  lease  containing  similar  covenants,  the 
second  lessee  not  appearing  to  have  re- 
ceived notice  of  the  covenants  of  the  previ- 
ous lease,  and  some  time  afterwards  the 
lessees  under  the  first  lease,  without  objec- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  lessors,  commenced 
the  erection  of  other  buildings  on  their 
land,  so  as  to  obstruct  the  second  lessee's 
light,  the  covenants  of  the  first  lease  were 
deemed  for  the  benefit  of  the  lessors,  and 
not  for  the  specific  property  adjoining,  and 
it  was  held  that  the  second  lessee,  having 
made  no  stipulations  for  the  benefit  of  the 
covenants,  was  not  entitled  thereto,  and 
that  a  refusal  by  the  lessors  to  enforce  the 
covenant  against  the  first  lessee  could  not 
be  considered  a  derogation  from  their  grant 
to  the  second.  Master  T.  Hansard,  L.  R.  4 
Ch.  Div.  718, 

t.  The  Canaditui  rtite. 

The  Canadian  rule  on  this  subject  would 
seem  to  be  about  the  same  as  that  of  Eng- 
land. 

Thus,  one  who  purchases  a  lot  with  » 
house  on  it,  with  windows  looking  over  a  va- 
cant lot  belonging  to  the  same  grantor,  takes 
an  implied  grant  of  light  and  air  over  such 
lot,  the  conveyance  of  the  house  carrying 
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with  it  mil  those  incidents  necessary  to  its 
enjoyment  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  tlie 
vendor  to  grant;  and  general  words  in  the 
conveyance  do  not  enlarge  or  limit  the 
grant.  Carter  v.  Grasett,  14  Ont.  App.  Rep. 
685. 

And  the  purchaser  is  entitled  to  the  en- 
joyment of  the  right  to  the  light  from  the 
vacant  hind  to  the  same  extent  as  enjoyed 
by  his  grantors  at  the  time  of  the  convey- 
ance.   Ibid. 

And  where  two  persons  own  adjacent  lots, 
title  coming  from  the  same  source,  and  at 
the  time  the  lot  of  one  was  conveyed  to  him 
it  had  a  house  with  windows  looking  over 
the  other  lot,  which  was  then  vacant,  and 
the  latter  lot  was  subject  to  a  mortgage,  a 
third  person,  who  redeemed  the  lot  and 
paid  the  mortgage,  and  registered  the  dis- 
charge, did  not  thereby  acquire  a  new  and 
independent  estate,  such  as  would  have  the 
effect  of  enabling  him  to  derogate  from  the 
grant  of  light,  if  any,  made  to  the  other 
party  by  their  common  grantors.     Ibid. 

So,  where  a  person  owned  land  on  the 
east  end  of  which  was  a  house  lighted  by 
windows  on  the  west  side,  and  sold  and  con- 
veyed a  part  of  the  land,  including  that  up- 
on which  the  house  stood,  and  he  subse- 
quently built  a  high  board  fence  close  to  the 
house,  though  entirely  upon  his  own  land, 
the  fence  cutting  off  the  light  from  the 
house  and  impairing  the  ventilation,  and 
snow  and  ice  collected  in  the  narrow  space 
between  the  house,  from  which  it  could  not 
be  removed,  and  which,  when  melted,  soaked 
through  the  walls  of  the  house,  an  injunc- 
tion will  lie  restraining  the  continuance  of 
the  fence,  on  the  ground  that  a  grantor 
cannot  derogate  from  his  own  grant,  since 
thereby  the  grantee  was  deprived  of  that 
comfortable  and  reasonable  enjoyment  of  the 
house  which  he  had  a  right  to  expect. 
Ruetsch  V.  Spry,  14  Ont.  L.  Rep.  233. 

«.  Rule  of  the  American  atatea. 
X.  Generally. 

A  few  of  the  early  cases  of  the  American 
states  showed  a  disposition  to  follow  the 
common  law  and  English  rule  with  refer- 
ence to  easements  of  light  and  air. 

Thus,  in  Story  v.  Odin,  12  Maes.  157,  7 
Am.  Dec.  46,  it  was  held  that  where  a  per- 
son sells  land  with  a  house  thereon  having 
doors  or  windows  opening  into  a  vacant  lot 
adjoining  and  belonging  to  the  vendor, 
without  reserving  a  right  to  build  on  such 
lot,  or  to  stop  the  doors  and  windows,  nei- 
ther he  nor  his  grantee  of  such  lot  can  law- 
fully stop  such  doors  and  windows. 

Ajid  McCready  v.  Thomson,  Dud.  L.  131, 
holds  that  light  and  air  are  easements  which 
may  be  prescribed,  the  question  whether  the 
rule  is  an  unwise  one  and  impracticable 
in  this  country  being  properly  addressed  to 
the  legislature,  and  not  to  the  courts. 

In  Keats  v.  Hugo,  115  Mass.  204,  15  Am. 
Rep.  80,  however,  Story  v.  Odin,  supra,  was 
overruled. 

And  in  Bailey  v.  Gray,  53  S.  C.  503,  31  S. 
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E.  364,  McCready  v.  Thomson,  supra,  was 
said  to  have  been  overruled  by  Kapier  v. 
Bulwinkle,  6  Rich.  L.  311. 

And  it  has  been  frequently  held  that  the 
English  doctrine  that  if  a  man  sells  a  house 
with  windows  and  doors  overlooking  upon 
his  own  vacant  ground,  he  or  his  grantee 
cannot  afterwards  build  upon  such  vacant 
ground  in  such  a  manner  as  seriously  to  de- 
stroy the  flow  of  light  and  air  to  such 
house,  is  not  applicable  to  our  situation  and 
circumstances,  and  is  not  in  effect  in  the 
United  States.  Morrison  v.  Marquardt,  24 
Iowa,  35,  92  Am.  Dec.  444;  Turner  v. 
Thompson,  68  Ga.  268,  24  Am.  Rep.  497; 
Keating  v.  Springer,  146  111.  481,  22  L.R.A. 
544,  37  Am.  St.  Rep.  176,  34  N.  E.  805; 
Cummins  v.  Grimes,  41  Ind.  App.  367,  83 
N.  E.  10^3;  Myers  v.  Gemmel,  10  Barb.  537; 
Wilmurt  v.  McGrane,  16  App.  Div.  412,  45 
N.  Y.  Supp.  32;  Mullen  v.  Strieker,  19  Ohio 
St  135,  2  Am.  Rep.  379;  Bailey  v.  Gray,  53 
S.  C.  603,  31  S.  E.  354. 

And  the  rule  therein  is  practically  univer- 
sal that  a  grant  of  an  easement  of  light  and 
air  is  not  implied  from  the  grant  of  a  house 
having  windows  overlooking  land  retained 
by  the  grautor.  Keats  v.  Hugo,  supra;  Ken- 
nedy V.  Burnap,  120  Cal.  488,  40  L.R.A.  476, 
52  Fac.  843;  Keating  v.  Springer,  supra; 
Keiper  v.  Klein,  51  Ind.  316;  Morrison  v. 
Marquardt,  supra. 

The  position  of  the  American  cases  is  that 
an  easement  preventing  the  owner  of  land 
from  improving  it  as  be  pleases,  such  as  one 
for  air  and  light  over  adjoining  property, 
should  not  be  implied  when  it  is  not  clear- 
ly given.    Morrison  v.  Marquardt,  supra. 

And  no  grant  of  an  easement  for  light  and 
air  is  implied  from  the  facts  that  windows 
were  in  use  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance, 
and  are  necessary  to  the  convenient  enjoy- 
ment of  the  property  conveyed.  Bailey  v. 
Gray,  supra. 

Without  express  words,  a  deed  of  land 
conveys  no  right  to  light  and  air  over  other 
lands.  Lipsky  v.  Heller,  199  Mass.  310,  86 
N.  E.  453. 

And  such  a  ri^t  does  not  pass  as  an  ap- 
purtenance or  hereditament,  and,  in  the 
absence  of  express  grant,  the  owner  of  the 
adjoining  land  may  build  thereon  and  there- 
by totally  destroy  such  windows.  Keiper  v. 
Klein,  supra. 

And  this  is  so  although  the  enjoyment  and 
valOe  of  the  building  in  question  will  be 
greatly  impaired  by  erecting  a  structure  in 
close  proximity  to  it.  Kennedy  v.  Burnap, 
supra. 

Nor  can  it  be  implied  where  two  lots  of 
ground  are  passed  from  .a  vendor  at  the 
same  instant,  that  he  is  making  one  servient 
to  the  other  as  to  light  and  air;  especially 
when  both  are  sold  clear  of  encumbrances, 
an  easement  of  light  and  air  being  an  en- 
cumbrance. Maynard  v.  Esher,  17  Pa.  222; 
Collier  v.  Pierce,  7  Gray,  18,  66  Am.  Dec 
453. 

And  where  the  owner  of  two  adjacent  lots 
conveys  one  of  them,  no  grant  or  reserva- 
tion of  an  easement  for  light  and  air  will 
be  implied  merely  from  the  nature  or  use  of 
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the  structure  existing  upon  the  lots  at  or 
prior  to  the  time  of  the  conveyance.  Mul- 
len T.  Strieker  and  Keating  t.  Springer,  su- 
pra; Haverstick  t.  Sipe,  33  Pa.  368. 

Nor  will  it  be  implied  from  the  necessity 
of  such  easement  to  the  convenient  enjoy- 
ment of  the  property.  Keating  y.  Springer, 
supra. 

And  the  doctrine  that  an  easement  appur- 
tenant to  a  close  is  appurtenant  to  every 
parcel  into  which  that  close  may  be  divided 
is  not  applicable  to  an  easement  of  light  and 
air,  which  ordinarily  is  limited  to  windows 
and  doors  or  other  apertures  in  a  building. 
Baker  v.  Willard,  171  Mass.  220,  40  L.R.A. 
764,  50  N.  E.  620. 

This  subject  is  considered  from  a  some- 
what different  point  of  view  in  a  subject 
note  entitled,  "Implication  from  necessity  of 
easement  other  than  right  of  way,"  append- 
ed to  Miller  v.  Hoeschler,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
327,  in  subdiv.  III.  7,  thereof,  commencing 
at  page  350,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred 
in  this  connection. 

.2,  Application  in  particular  cases. 

Within  the  rules  above  set  forth,  a  land- 
lord who  owns  land  adjoining  premises 
which  he  has  demised  has  a  right  to  build 
on  such  land,  though  he  may  thereby  ob- 
struct and  darken  the  windows  of  the  tene- 
ment demised ;  and  such  an  act  does  not  op- 
erate as  an  eviction  or  a  ground  for  dam- 
ages. Palmer  v.  Wetmore,  2  Sandf.  316; 
Keating  v.  Springer,  146  111.  481,  22  L.R.A. 
644,  37  Am.  St  Rep.  176,  34  N.  E.  805. 

And  where  a  lessor  demised  a  building  in 
which  were  sundry  windows  opening  on  the 
ground  of  an  adjoining  owner,  the  erection 
of  a  party  wall  by  such  adjoining  owner,  by 
which  the  windows  were  closed  up,  is  not  an 
eviction  by  the  lessor,  nor  any  defense  to  the 
payment  of  accruing  rent.  Hazlett  v.  Pow- 
ell, 30  ^a.  293. 

And  where  an  owner  of  two  adjoining  lots 
in  a  city,  upon  one  of  which  was  a  bunding 
deriving  its  light  and  air  over  and  through 
an  open  space  in  the  rear  of  the  other  lot, 
into  which  the  windows  of  the  building 
opened  and  looked,  leased  the  building  and 
lot  upon  which  it  was  erected  for  a  term  of 
years,  with  its  appurtenances,  without  re- 
serving to  himself  a  right  to  build  on  such 
other  lot,  or  to  stop  or  darken  the  windows 
of  the  building  leased,  and  afterwards  built 
a  house  covering  the  whole  open  space  of  the 
other  lot,  darkening  the  windows  and  ex- 
cluding the  light  and  air  from  the  building 
occupied  by  his  tenants,  his  act  was  not  in 
derogation  of  his  own  grant,  and  he  could 
not  be  restrained  by  injunction  from  so  do- 
ing.   Myers  v.  Gemmel,  10  Barb.  637. 

So,  a  purchaser  of  a  tract  of  land  40 
feet  wide,  and  on  which  is  a  building  11 
feet  from  land  retained  by  the  grantor,  with 
a  bay  window  5  feet  from  such  line,  does  not 
obtain  by  implied  grant  the  riglit  to  the 
light  which  the  building  will  receive  irom 
the  unconveved  portion,  as  against  a  sub- 
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sequent  purchaser  for  value  of  the  remain- 
ing land.  Robinson  v.  Clapp,  66  Conn.  36S, 
29  L.R.A.  582,  32  Atl.  939. 

And  where  the  owner  of  two  lots  erected 
a  dwelling  house  on  one  lot,  which  extended 
over  the  line  of  the  other  lot,  and  afterwards 
there  was  a  severance  of  the  title,  the  fact 
that  the  house  had  been  used  for  thirty-five 
years  in  that  location  did  not  justify  the 
owner  in  maintaining  it  there,  as  against 
the  owner  of  the  other  lot,  under  the  rule 
that  where  a  permanent  and  obvious  servi- 
tude is  imposed  on  one  part  of  the  land 
in  favor  of  another  part,  and  is  used  at  the 
time  of  the  severance  of  ownership  of  such' 
parts,  a  grant  or  reservation  to  continue 
such  use  is  implied,  the  character  of  the 
building  and  the  necessity  for  its  protection 
to  secure  its  owner  the  fair  enjoyment  of 
his  property  not  being  shown.  Mayer  v. 
C.  P.  Lesh  Paper  Co.  (Ind.  App.)  89  N.  E. 
894. 

And  where  a  dwelling  house  and  fiat 
house  belonging  to  the  same  person  are  sep- 
arated by  a  party  wall,  and  ^n  extension  of 
the  flat  house  behind  the  dwelling  has  win- 
dows in  it,  and  the  dwelling  house  is  sold, 
there  is  no  presumption  of  a  right  to  an 
easement  of  light  and  air  in  favor  of  the 
fiat  house  from  the  dwelling  house  lot,  where 
two  sides  of  the  flat  house  front  on  open 
streets,  such  an  easement  not  being  strictly 
necessary  for  its  use  in  such  case.  Be 
Baun  V.  Moore,  32  App.  Div.  397,  52  N.  Y. 
Supp.  1092. 

Nor  does  a  right  of  a  passage  on  foot  over 
a  space  of  about  3i  feet  in  width  include  the 
right  to  have  the  passage  kept  open  to  the 
sky.  Baker  v.  Willard,  171  Mass.  220,  40 
L.RJ^.  764,  50  N.  E.  620. 

And  where  eight  cotenants  of  two  adjoin- 
ing lots  conveyed  the  first  lot  to  one  by 
deed  containing  covenants  of  warranty  and 
against  encumbrances,  and  six  of  them  exe- 
cuted a  deed  of  their  interest  in  the  second 
lot  to  the  other  cotenants,  and  both  deeds 
were  dated,  acknowledged,  and  recorded  re- 
spectively on  the  same  day,  and  on  the  sec- 
ond lot  was  a  house  with  three  windows, 
each  the  sole  means  of  lighting  the  room  in 
which  it  was  placed,  opening  on  the  first 
lot,  there  was  no  easement  of  light  and  air 
for  such  windows  over  such  lot.  Randall  v. 
Sanderson,  111  Mass.  114. 

Nor  is  a  right  to  have  a  court  kept  open 
created  by  estoppel  by  bounding  lana  there- 
on in  a  deed  by  an  administrator  selling 
land  under  a  license  of  the  probate  court. 
Baker  v.  Willard,  supra. 

And  the  easement  or  right  in  respect  to 
light  and  air  from  an  open  space  annexed 
to  a  mansion  house  estate,  created  by  will 
by  providing  that  the  establishment  shall 
continue  as  much  as  possible  unchanged, 
does  not  amount  to  a  general  right  to  have 
the  space  kept  open  for  the  whole  extent  of 
the  court,  but  only  to  an  ordinary  easement 
of  light  and  air  for  the  windows'  and  doors 
of  existing  buildings,  where  there  is  no  com- 
munication or  entrance  to  the  court  from 
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the  maiuion-house  estate,  and  its  only  use 
of  the  court  is  for  light  and  air  and  for  a 
drain.    Ibid. 

And  hj  describing  land  in  a  deed  as  bound- 
ed on  an  open  court  which  belongs  to  the 
grantor,  and  granting  a  right  of  way  in, 
•long,  or  over  such  court,  and  a  certain  pas- 
sageway is  connected  therewith,  no  easement 
of  light  and  air  over  the  court  is  created, 
where  it  does  not  appear  that,  at  the  time 
of  the  conveyance,  such  an  easement  was 
indispensable  to  the  reasonable  enjoyment 
of  the  land  conveyed.  Lipsky  t.  Heller,  109 
Maas.  310,  85  N.  E.  463. 

And  where  two  lots  of  land  were  situated 
npon  a  city  street  abutting  in  the  rear  upon 
an  open  court  constituting  the  back  portion 
of  the  land  belonging  to  one  of  the  owners, 
fronting  upon  the  same  street,  and  deeds 
were  made  of  the  two  lots  to  different  per- 
sons, bounding  the  lots  sold  upon  the  open 
space  or  court,  describing  it  as  a  court  or 
an  open  court,  and  giving  a  right  of  way 
between  the  buildings  and  along  the  court, 
the  passageway  being  under  one  of  the 
buildings,  and  the  person  owning  the  court 
•ought  to  build  a  building  in  it,  it  was 
held  that  the  lot  owners  were  entitled 
to  a  convenient  way  through  it,  the  width 
of  which  throughout  should  be  deter- 
mined by  its  sufficiency  to  afford  am- 
ple ingress  and  egress  to  the  owners  and 
occupants;  and  that  while  they  were  not 
entitled  to  an  easement  of  air  and  light, 
and  a  pass  way  might  be  left  so  arched  over 
as  to  correspond  in  height  with  the  rest  of 
the  passage,  the  lot  owners  could  not  be  de- 
prived of  all  access  of  light  and  air,  so 
that,  in  building  the  building,  such  openings 
for  light  and  ventilation  must  be  left  as 
may  be  found  necessary  for  the  convenience 
of  persons  using  the  passage.    Ibid. 

Where  a  person  hired  the  lower  story  of  a 
large  building  for  a  store,  and  there  were 
rear  windows  opening  upon  a  small  back  lot 
which  were  the  only  means  to  procure  light 
for  the  transaction  of  business  in  that  part 
of  the  store,  however,  the  lessee  is  entitled 
to  enjoy  an  easement  in  the  yard,  it  being 
a  part  of  the  lot  upon  which  the  building 
waa  standing,  and  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  the  building,  that  being  the  evident  inten- 
tion of  the  contract,  and  an  erection  in  the 
back  lot  which  would  shut  off  the  light  from 
■Dch  windows  will  be  restrained.  Doyle  v. 
Lord,  84  N.  Y.  432,  21  Am.  Rep.  629. 

And  where  persons  leased  several  floors 
of  a  large  building,  each  floor  being  lighted 
hy  windows  in  the  ends  and  by  four  windows 
in  the  side,  about  midway  between  two 
streets,  opening  into  a  rectangular  light  and 
air  apace,  made  by  setting  bock  the  wall  of 
the  building  from  that  side  of  the  lot,  and 
afterwards  the  owners  leased  the  whole 
building,  subject  to  the  previous  lease,  and 
the  subsequent  lessee,  under  authority  of 
the  leaae,  erected  a  chimney  which  prevent- 
ed, to  some  extent,  the  opening  of  the  shut- 
fen  on  the  windows  opening  into  the  light 
and  air  space,  and  obstructed  the  light  so  as 
materially  to  interfere  with  the  business 
carried  on  inside,  this  constituted  a  nuisance 
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or  substantial  interruption  of  the  first  les' 
see's  right  to  quiet  enjoyment,  and  an  inter- 
ference with  their  implied  grant  or  demise 
of  the  right  to  light  and  air  passing  through 
the  air  space.  Case  t.  Minot,  168  Massi 
577,  22  L.R.A.  636,  33  N.  E.  700. 

So,  where  a  common  owner  of  two  tene- 
ments the  windows  of  one  of  which  over- 
look the  yard  of  the  other  and  receive  li^ht 
and  air  therefrom,  and  its  shutters  swing 
out  over  the  yard  of  the  other,  and  access 
from  its  fire  escapes  which  overhang  that 
yard  is  had  in  it,  severs  the  same  by  con> 
veyance  to  different  persons,  an  easement  in 
favor  of  the  tenement  so  overlooking  the 
other,  that  being  the  first  one  conveyed,  is 
created  in  respect  to  light  and  air,  the 
swinging  of  the  shutters,  and  access  to  and 
from  the  fire  escapes.  Uavens  v.  Klein,  61 
How.  Pr.  82. 

And  a  grant  of  a  lot  and  all  its 
rights,  privileges,  appurtenances,  and  advan- 
tages to  the  same  belonging  or  any  wise  ap- 
pertaining, passes  an  easement  of  light  and 
air  as  to  windows  previously  opened  toward 
another  lot  of  the  grantor,  and  the  existence 
of  such  easement  and  enjoyment  thereof  by 
the  grantee  is  no  breach  of  a  special  war- 
ranty contained  in  a  subsequent  deed  of  the 
other  lot  to  another  grantee.  Janes  v.  Jen- 
kins, 34  Md.  1,  6  Am.  Rep.  300. 

8.  Exoepttona. 

Some  of  the  cases  have  apparently  re- 
tained the  English  or  common-law  doctrine 
with  reference  to  easements  of  light  and  air 
in  cases  of  real  necessity,  or  have  refused 
to  apply  it  except  in  cases  of  real  necessity. 

Thus,  in  a  West  Virginia  case  it  was  held 
that  an  implied  grant  of  an  easement  of 
light  will  be  sustained  onl^  in  cases  of  real 
necessity,  and  will  be  denied  or  rejected  in 
cases  in  which  it  appears  that  the  owner 
claiming  the  easement  can,  at  a  reasonable 
cost,  have  or  substitute  other  lights  to  his 
building.  Powell  v.  Sims,  5  W.  Va.  1,  13 
Am.  Rep.  629. 

So  it  is  held  in  Georgia  that  where  an 
executrix  sold  half  a  lot  of  land  with  a  tene- 
ment thereon  having  windows  opening  upon 
tlie  other  half,  and  bought  the  other  half 
at  the  same  sale,  she  will  be  estopped  from 
ohstrurting  the  passage  of  light  and  air 
through  such  windows,  if  they  were  neces- 
sary to  the  admission  of  sufficient  light  and 
air  for  the  reasonable  enjoyment  of  the  tene- 
ment which  she  sold.  Turner  v.  Thompson, 
58  Ga.  268,  24  Am.  Rep.  497. 

And  that  a  lease  of  a  tenement  carries 
with  it  an  implied  grant  of  the  right  to 
light  and  air  from  adjoining  land  of  the 
landlord,  where  the  situation  and  habitual 
use  of  the  demised  tenements  is  such  that 
the  right  to  light  and  air  is  essential  to  the 
beneficial  enjoyment  of  the  leased  tenement. 
Darnell  v.  Columbus  Show-Case  Co.  129  Ga. 
62,  13  I..RA.(N.8.)  333,  121  Am.  St.  Rep. 
206,  68  S.  E.  631. 

And  that  ordinarily  the  damages  recover- 
able for  interference  with  an  easement  of 
light  is  the  depreciated  rental  value  of  the 
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tenement;  but  if  the  instrumentality  which 
otmtructs  the  light  and  air  is  so  constructed 
as  to  project  rain  water  through  the  win- 
dows of  the  tenement,  and  this  is  done  with 
a  view  of  causing  the  tenant  to  abandon  his 
lease,  punitive  damages  may  be  allowed. 
Ibid. 

So,  in  Louisiana,  where  an  administrator 
sold  at  auction  to  different  persons  two  lots, 
one  of  which  had  a  house  on  it  covering  the 
whole  front,  and  the  other  having  a  building 
on  it  covering  but  a  portion  of  the  front, 
leaving  a  passageway,  and  the  house  had 
windows  opening  on  this  passage,  and  it  was 
the  only  means  of  access  to  its  yard  ex- 
cept through  the  house,  the  easement  of 
light  and  air  and  passage  being  apparent 
and  necessary  to  the  occupation  and  use  of 
the  house,  the  purchaser  of  the  other  lot 
takes  it  subject  to  the  servitude.  Durel  v. 
Boisblanc,  1  La.  Ann.  407 ;  Gottschalk  v.  De- 
Santos,  12  La.  Ann.  473. 

And  where  the  owner  of  two  lots  with 
buildings  on  them  sells  one  of  them  and  be- 
tween them  an  apparent  sign  of  servitude, 
such  as  windows,  exists,  and  the  deed  of  sale 
is  silent  respecting  the  servitude,  it  contin- 
ues to  exist  in  favor  of  the  lot  which  has 
been  sold.  Taylor  v.  Boulware,  36  La.  Ann. 
409. 

And  the  circumstances  that  the  blinds  to 
tlie  windows  were  closed  and  boards  nailed 
across  them  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  and  had 
been  continuously  for  many  years,  will  not 
change  the  apparent  servitude  of  light,  or 
extinguish  it;  in  order  to  constitute  an  ex- 
tinguishment of  an  easement,  the  works 
erected  to  present  an  obstacle  to  the  exer- 
cise of  the  servitude  must  be  of  a  permanent 
and  solid  kind,  and  the  obstacle  thus  pre- 
sented must  be  absolute:  mere  nonuser  of  a 
window,  or  inability  to  use  it  because  of  ob- 
structions apparently  temporary,  will  not  be 
a  release  or  extinguishment  of  the  servitude. 
Ibid. 

So,  where  the  owner  of  lots  on  both  sides 
of  a  division  wall  makes  an  opening  or  win- 
dow in  the  wall,  it  is  an  act  constituting  the 
destination  du  pere  de  famille,  and  is  equiva- 
lent to  a  title  creating  a  'servitude  as  soon 
as  a  division  of  the  ownership  of  the  prop- 
erty takes  place.  Lavillebeuvre  v.  Cosgrove, 
13  La.  Ann.  323. 

In  New  Jersey,  reasonable  necessity  or 
reasonable  convenience  seems  to  have  been 
adopted  as  the  test  of  a  right  to  an  easement 
of  light  and  air. 

Thus,  a  quasi  easement  founded  on  an  im- 
plied grant  on  the  conveyance  of  one  of  two 
adjacent  lots  owned  by  the  same  proprietor 
will  not  arise  unless,  at  the  time  of  the 
severance  of  title,  the  lot  conveyed  supported 
a  building  then  receiving  light  and  air 
through  its  then-existing  windows,  whieh 
were  reasonably  necessary  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  building.  Fowler  ▼.  Wick  (N.  J.  Eq.) 
70  Atl.  682. 

And  where  a  person  owned  two  adjoining 
city  lots,  one  of  them  having  a  dweling 
house  on  it  and  the  other  being  vacant,  and 
leased  the  one. with  the  dwelling  on  it  for  a 
term  of  vears,  and  the  lessee  took  posses- 
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sion,  and  the  owner  then  sold  both  Iota  to  a 

third  per8<m,  and  the  third  person  started 
the  erection  of  a  building  upon  the  vacant 
lot  which  would  have  obscured  the  windows 
of  the  dwelling,  an  injunction  against  such 
erection  is  not  warranted,  no  agreement  ap- 
pearing which  included  the  light  and  air. 
Ware  v.  Chew,  43  N.  J.  Eq.  493,  11  Atl. 
746. 

But  where  the  owner  of  two  adjoining  lots 
on  one  of  which  is  a  house  with  an  ap- 
parent and  continuous  use  of  light  and  air 
over  the  other  lot,  through  windows  in  the 
buildings,  conveys  the  lot  on  which  the  house 
is  erected,  and  retains  the  other  lot,  there 
arises,  in  the  absence  of  any  express  provi- 
sion to  the  contrary,  an  implied  grant  of 
the  right  to  the  light  and  air  enjoyed  over 
the  ouier  property,  which  may  be  enforced 
by  and  against  the  subsequent  grantees  of 
the  respective  lots.    Fowler  v.  Wick,  supra. 

And' where  a  parcel  of  land  held  in  com- 
mon is  severed  into  two  tracts  by  quitclaim 
deeds  simultaneously  interchanged  by  the 
tenants  in  common,  and  there  is  a  store  on 
one  of  the  two  lots,  with  a  window  through 
which  light  and  air  are  received  across  the 
other  lo^  such  window  cannot  be  closed  1^ 
the  owner  of  the  latter  lot  if  the  influx  of 
light  and  air  is  reasonably  necessary  to  the 
beneficial  enjoyment  of  the  store.  Greer  v. 
Van  Meter,  54  N.  J.  Eq.  270,  33  Atl.  794. 

And  where  a  hotel  was  erected  on  one  of 
two  adjoining  lots  owned  by  the  same  per- 
son, the  hotel  having  several  windows  on 
the  side  next  the  vacant  lot,  which  were  ab- 
solutely essential  to  the  beneficial  enjoyment 
of  the  property  as  a  hotel,  and  the  hotel  was 
afterwards  sold,  and  the  lot  was  sold  to  a 
different  person,  the  purchaser  of  the  lot 
may  be  enjoined  from  erecting  a  building  on 
the  vacant  lot  which  would  entirely  destroy 
the  right  of  the  hotel  owner  to  light  and 
air  through  the  windows  on  the  side  of  his 
hotel  next  to  the  vacant  lot.  Sutphen  t. 
Therkelson,  38  N.  J.  Eq.  318. 

So,  the  construction  by  the  owner  of  sev- 
eral lots  of  a  house  on  one  of  them,  so  that  a 
part  of  it  could  be  lighted  only  by  cer- 
tain windows  opening  on  a  vacant  lot  in 
front  of  adjoining  property,  creates  an  ease- 
ment in  the  light  and  air  from  the  lawn, 
which  passes  with  a  conveyance  of  the  house. 
Bloom  V.  Koch,  63  N.  J.  Eq.  10,  50  Atl.  621. 

And  an  easement  of  light  and  air  is  an  en- 
cumbrance ;  and  where  the  owner  of  two  lots 
conveyed  one  with  a  covenant  against  en- 
cumbrances, and  there  was  on  the  other  lot 
a  building  with  a  window  facing  the  lot 
conveyed,  the  covenant  negatives  the  grant 
by  implication  of  an  easement  of  light  and 
air,  in  the  absence  of  an  absolute  necessity 
for  such  easement.  Denman  t.  Mentz,  63 
N.  J.  Bq.  613,  62  Atl.  1117. 

Nor  is  an  implication  of  a  grant  of  the 
right  to  the  light  and  air  over  a  lot  on  one 
side  of  a  house  sold  excluded  by  the  fact  that 
the  conveyance  expressly  granted  the  right 
to  use  an  alley  on  the  other  side  of  th* 
house.     Bloom  v.  Koch,  supra. 

And  where  a  person  owned  three  adjoin-i 
ing  lots,  and  erected  a  house  on  the  middl« 
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<Hie,  fronting  on  tbe  street,  and  reaching  out 
to  it,  and  covering  the  whole  width  of  the 
lot,  and  on  the  east  side  of  tbe  house  was 
an  inset  in  which  windows  were  built,  and 
there  were  no  other  windows  on  that  side  of 
the  house,  and  the  house  on  the  lot  on  that 
Bide  was  built  45  feet  back  from  the  street, 
the  intervening  space  being  a  lawn  and  a 
paved  alleyway  between  it  and  a  lawn  of  the 
middle  lo^  the  existence  of  the  inset  in  the 
house  with  the  windows  in  it  does  not  rebut 
the  implication  of  a  grant  of  the  right  of 
light  and  air  over  the  lawn  in  case  of  a 
grant  of  the  middle  lot.    Ibid. 

Hie  test  of  reasonable  convenience  which 
will  aecur«  an  easement  of  light  for  a  win- 
dow over  an  adjoining  vacant  lot  is  whether 
the  presence  of  the  window  is  so  useful  to 
th«  Duilding  and  the  business  conducted 
therein  that  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that 
its  continued  presence  was  in  the  mind  of 
the  parties,  and  influenced  the  purchaser  in 
arriving  at  the  amount  of  the  consideration 
paid  at  the  time  of  the  purchase.  Greer  v. 
Van  Meter,  supra. 

So,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  an  early  case,  it 
was  held  that  where  a  lessor  demised  a 
building  in  which  were  sundry  windows 
opening  on  adjoining  ground  belonging  to 
him,  an  easement  by  implication  in  the  pass- 
age of  light  and  air  followed,  and  he  could 
not  build  a  wall  by  which  the  windows 
would  be  closed  up.  Hazlett  v.  Powell,  30 
Fa.  293. 

But  it  was  held,  also  in  an  early  case, 
that  to  entitle  one  of  two  pieces  of  property 
sold  to  an  easement  of  light  and  air  over 
the  other,  the  property  for  which  the  ease- 
ment is  claimed  should  be  first  sold;  and 
where  two  houses  belonging  to '  the  same 
owner  were  advertised  for  sale  at  the  same 
time,  and  one  was  struck  off  and  the  con- 
ditions of  sale  signed,  the  sale  to  be  clear  of 
encumbrances,  and  the  other  house,  in  which 
were  windows  overlooking  the  first  property, 
was  sold  immediately  afterwards,  the  sales 
were  not  simultaneous,  so  that  the  house 
first  sold  was  not  subject  to  the  easement  of 
light  for  the  windows  in  the  other.  May- 
nard  v.  Esher,  17  Pa.  222. 

And  a  much  later  case  in  that  state  holds 
that  the  actual  enjoyment  of  light  and  air 
by  the  owner  of  a  house  is  upon  his  own 
land  only;  he  has  no  tangible  or  visible  use 
of  the  adjoining  lands  which  can  be  made 
the  subject  of  an  action  by  their  owner,  or 
which  in  any  way  interferes  with  the  lat- 
ter's  light  and  air  upon  his  own  lands,  or 
with  any  use  of  those  lands  in  their  existing 
condition ;  and  where  a  person  owns  a  house 
and  an  adjoining  lot,  and  he  sells  the  house, 
and  afterwards  erects  a-  house  on  the  ad- 
joining lot,  close  to  the  windows  in  the 
house  sold,  overlooking  the  same,  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  house  cannot  maintain  a  bill  in 
equity  to  restrain  the  erection  of  the  house 
by  the  original  owner.  Rennysou's  Appeal, 
84  Pa.  147,  39  Am.  Rep.  777. 

X.  Concluaitm. 

The  general  and  prevailing  rule  with  ref- 
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ercnce  to  easements  created  by  severance  of 
a  tract  of  land  with  apparent  benefit  exist- 
ing, which  is  substantially  the  same  as  the 
common-law  rule,  is  that  where  an  owner  of 
land  subjects  part  of  it  to  an  open,  visible, 
permanent  and  continuous  service  or  ease- 
ment in  favor  of  another  part,  and  then 
aliens  either,  the  purchaser  takes  subject  to 
the  burden  or  benefit,  as  the  case  may  be. 
This  rule  is  founded  upon  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  law  that  where  a  person  makes  a 
grant  or  conveyance  of  property,  he  implied- 
ly grants  that  also  which  is  necessary  to 
make  the  grant  or  conveyance  of  the  princi- 
pal subject  effectual  and  beneficial;  and  that 
a  man  shall  not  derogate  from  his  own 
grant.  And  the  easements  to  which  they 
are  applicable  are  usually  created  by  a  use 
by  the  owner  of  two  or  more  adjoining  tene- 
ments, or  parcels  of  land  of  one  tenement  or 
parcel  for  the  benefit  of  another,  so  as  to 
create  a  seeming  servitude  upon  the  one  in 
favor  of  the  other,  this  not  being  a  complete 
easement  so  long  as  the  unity  of  title  con- 
tinues, but  being  what  may  be  called  a 
quasi  easement,  and  the  two  tenements  be- 
ing what  may  be  called  the  quasi  dominant 
tenement  and  the  quasi  servient  tenement, 
and  by  a  severance,  by  a  sale  of  one  tene- 
ment, or  of  both,  to  different  persons,  the 
easement  has  its  inception  and  becomes  com- 
plete. 

These  rules  appl^  to  implied  reservations 
as  well  as  to  implied  grants;  that  is,  they 
apply  as  well  in  favor  of  the  owner  who  sells 
a  tenement  upon  which  he  has  imposed  a 
quasi  easement,  in  favor  of  property  re- 
tained by  him,  as  in  favor  of  the  purchaser 
of  a  tenement  in  favor  of  which  a  quasi 
easement  had  been  imposed  on  the  retained 
tenement.  Within  the  rule  that  a  grantor 
cannot  derogate  from  hisown  grant,  however, 
the  law  will  imply  an  easement  in  favor  of 
a  grantee  more  readily  than  it  will  in  favor 
of  a  grantor,  since  the  grantee  may  take  the 
language  of  the  deed  most  strongly  in  his 
favor;  and  the  rule  has  been  extensively, 
though  perhaps  not  universally,  adopted, 
that  no  easement  will  be  reserved  by  impli- 
cation on  the  conveyance  of  a  quasi  servient 
tenement  unless  it  is  strictly  necessary  to 
the  enjoyment  of  the  property  retained,  as 
well  as  continuous,  obvious,  and  apparent. 

There  are  four  requisites  of  easements  of 
this  class:  First,  unity  of  title  and  sever- 
ance; second,  the  servitude  must  be  appar- 
ent, obvious,  and  visible;  third,  it  must  be 
at  least  reasonably  necessary  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  dominant  estate;  and  fourth, 
it  must  usually  be  continuous  and  self-act- 
ing, as  distinguished  from  one  used  only 
from  time  to  time,  when  occasion  arises. 
Unity  of  title  and  severance  are  the  first 
requisites  of  an  easement  of  this  class;  ease- 
ments find  their  origin  in  grant,  and  with- 
out ownership  there  can  be  no  grant;  and  a 
man  cannot  have  an  easement  in  his  own 
property,  and  therefore,  without  severance  by 
disposition  of  one  or  both  tenements,  there 
can  be  no  easement.  As  to  being  apparent, 
obvious,  and  visible,  the  servitude  must 
have  been  perfected  in  such  a  manner  as  *» 
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be  useful  to  the  dominant  tenement,  and  the 
marks  of  the  burden  must  be  open  and  visi- 
ble, so  as  to  be  apparent  to  any  ordinary 
observer,  and  patent  aa  a  feature  of  the 
land  upon  such  examination  as  would  be  or- 
dinarily given.  As  to  continuousness,  • 
right  of  way  which  is  used  only  when  oc- 
casion calls  for  its  use  is  a  good  example 
of  a  noncontinuous  easement  which  will 
not  pass  by  implication  of  law  upon  the  sev- 
erance of  tenements;  and  a  right  to  a  flow 
of  water  is  a  good  example  of  a  continuous 
easement,  which  will  pass  by  implication. 
And  this  result  is  not  affected  by  the  fact 
that  the  flow  is  through  a  trunk  artificially 
constructed  for  that  purpose.  The  question 
of  the  degree  of  necessity  necessary  to  an 
implication  of  an  easement  has  given  rise 
to  much  conflict  and  to  a  number  of  differ- 
ent rules.  Some  of  the  cases  require  abso- 
lute necessity,  and  something  more  than 
mere  convenience  is  universsJly  required; 
but  the  prevailing  rule  would  appear  to  be 
that  the  necessity  required  to  pass  an  ease- 
ment by  implication  is  a  reasonable,  and 
not  an  absolute,  one;  the  right  or  privi- 
lege should  be  necessary  or  essential  to  the 
proper  enjoyment  of  the  estate  granted,  and 
It  is  sufiBcient  that  it  materially  adds  to 
the  value  of  the  land. 

VVhile  a  reunion  of  the  title  to  the  two 
tenements  in  one  owner  merges  the  ease- 
ment as  to  him,  the  right  remains,  and 
where  the  easement  is  used  during  the  unity 
of  title,  it  is  revived,  or  rather  recreated, 
upon  a  subsequent  severance  of  the  tene- 
ments; and  where  both  tenements  are  said, 
while  it  has  been  held  that  the  order  in 
which  the  two  were  conveyed  makes  no  dif- 
ference with  the  easement,  the  prevailing 
rule  would  appear  to  be  that  the  relative 
rights  of  the  two  tenements  must  be  taken 
u  fixed  at  the  time  of  the  severance  by  the 
first  grant,  unless  restrictive  words  are  used, 
and  each  will  retain,  as  between  the  two, 
all  such  incidents  and  easements  as  are  then 
openly  and  visibly  attached  to  and  used  by 
it.  Nor  does  the  method  of  transfer  by 
which  a  severance  is  effected  affect  the  ques- 
tion of  the  implication  of  an  easement.  An 
easement  may  be  implied  on  alienation  by 
devolution  and  division  of  an  estate  in  case 
of  death,  or  on  severance  by  partition,  or  by 
aale  under  execution,  or  by  transfer  under 
mortgage,  or  mortgage  foreclosure,  or  by  any 
kind  of  a  transfer  by  judicial  decree,  as  well 
as  upon  an  ordinary  conveyance  by  the  par- 
ties. 

With  reference  to  easements  of  way,  the 
general  rules  above  stated  are  generally  ap- 
plicable. A  way  used  by  the  owner  of  two 
tenements  over  one,  for  access  to  the  other, 
ia  not  appurtenant  to  the  dominant  tene- 
ment, so  as  to  pass  with  a  grant  of  the 
land  under  the  word  "appurtenances,"  where 
it  was  not  obvious  and  apparent,  or  where 
the  deed  does  not  show  an  intention  to  ex- 
tend the  meaning  of  that  word  so  as  to  em- 
brace the  way.  But  a  conveyance  of  "all 
ways  appurtenant"  or  "in  use"  will  pass  a 
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way  used  by  the  grantor  over  Ms  own  ad- 
joining land  during  his  occupation  of  both 
tenements.  And  the  rule  is  well  supported 
that  where,  upon  the  severance  of  a  tract  of 
land,  there  was  a  way  over  one  part  to 
another,  as  a  means  of  egress  and  ingress  to 
the  latter  from  the  public  highway,  which 
was  apparent,  continually  used,  and  rea- 
sonably necessary  to  tlie  use  and  enjoyment 
of  the  land  to  which  it  was  constructed,  and 
added  materially  to  its  value,  the  right 
thereto  passes  with  the  conveyance  of  a  part 
of  the  tra^t,  without  being  expressly  pro- 
vided for  in  the  deed.  This  rule  is  based  up- 
on the  theory  that  a  way,  being  a  noncon- 
tinuous easement,  does  not  pass  by  implied 
grunt  unless  the  easement  is  necessary  to 
the  enjoyment  of  the  land  granted,  the  ne- 
cessity required  being  reasonable,  and  not 
absolute,  necessity.  Absolute  necessity  is  re- 
quired, however,  by  some  of  the  cases,  and 
under  the  rule  established  by  them  a  way  of 
necessity  exists  in  favor  of  land  sold  over 
adjoining  lands  retained  only  when  there  is 
no  other  way  into  a  public  street  or  high- 
way, and  impassability  or  unavailability  of 
an  existing  way  does  not  alone  warrant  the 
implication  of  a  grant  of  a  way.  Where  a 
person  sells  land  wholly  surrounded  by  lands 
retained  by  him,  or  partially  by  lands  re- 
tained by  him  and  partially  by  those  of 
strangers,  a  way  of  necessity  over  the  grant- 
or's surrounding  land  exists  which  will 
pass  by  implied  grant  on  severance.  And 
while  it  has  been  held  that  a  right  of  way 
by  necessity  does  not  exist  where  a  par^ 
has,  by  his  own  voluntary  conveyance,  cut 
himself  off  from  access  to  his  land,  the  gen- 
eral rule  seems  to  be  that  if  a  grantor  con- 
veys part  of  his  lands,  reserving  a  part  to 
which  there  is  no  means  of  access  except 
over  the  part  conveyed  away,  he  is  entitled 
to  a  way  of  necessity  over  the  part  conveyed 
by  him.  A  right  of  way  of  necessity,  how- 
ever, terminates  when  the  necessity  ends. 

So,  easements  in  waters  and  water  courses 
fall  particularly  within  these  rules,  and 
they  have  been  frequently  and  uniformly 
applied  with  reference  thereto.  And  this  is 
so  with  reference  to  waters  running  in  arti- 
ficial channels,  and  to  mills,  dams,  and 
races,  as  well  as  to  natural  water  courses. 
And  if  an  owner  of  land  of  which  one  part 
has  had  the  benefit  of  a  drain  or  other  arti- 
ficial advantage  in  the  nature  of  an  ease- 
ment, through  or  in  the  other  part,  sella 
or  devises  either  part,  an  easement  is  creat- 
ed by  implication  in  or  to  the  other  part 
And  this  rule  applies  to  a  reservation  as 
well  as  a  grant.  But  the  burden  must  be 
open,  visible,  apparent,  continuous,  and  nec- 
essary. 

So,  landowners  are  entitled  to  the  lateral 
support  of  each  other's  land,  and  the  owner 
of  the  surface  of  land  is  entitled  to  ite  sup- 
port as  against  the  owner  of  minerals  be- 
neath the'  surface.  But  these  rigfate  seem 
to  be  general  property  rights,  not  depend- 
ent upon  unity  and  severance.  And  while 
I  a  peraou  has  no  natural  right  to  support  for 
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baildingm  on  hi*  l*nd  from  adjacent  or  sub- 
iacent  soil,  an  easement  for  support  of  a 
building  may  be  acquired  by  ffrant,  express 
or  implied;  and  when  acquired,  it  gives  the 
same  right  to  support  in  respect  to  buildings 
that  there  is  by  nature  in  respect  to  land. 
Severance  and  sale  will  give  an  easement  of 
support  where  the  grantor  owned  several 
adjoining  houses,  or  houses  and  lands  ad- 
joining. And  a  right  to  support  may  be  im- 
plied where  buildings  needing  each  other's 
support  are  built  by  the  same  owner,  and 
one  or  both  are  sold  without  stipulation  to 
the  contrary.  So,  these  rules  apply  to  the 
serertnce  of  a  single  building,  and  the  sale 
to  different  persons  of  some  or  all  of  its 
parts,  a  right  of  support  passing  by  the  con- 
veysnce  to  each  grantee  unless  excluded  by 
the  terms  of  the  grant.  And  party  walls, 
which  are  made  especially  for  mutual  sup- 
port, are  particularly  within  these  rules. 
Nor  can  a  wall  of  a  house  built  upon  a  lot 
which  encroaches  upon  an  adjoining  lot 
be  removed  or  the  house  impaired,  where  it 
was  essential  to  the  support  of  the  house, 
and  both  owners  bought  from  a  common 
owner,  with  knowledge  of  the  situation  of 
the  wall.  But  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  exist- 
•ncs  of  the  easement  of  support  depends  up- 
on the  question  whether  it  was  open,  visi- 
ble, continuous,  and  necessary. 

With  reference  to  easements  of  light  and 
air,  the  oommon-law  rule  was  that  where  a 
kit  was  vacant,  and  a  contiguous  lot  belong- 
ing to  the  same  owner  had  a  building  upon  it 
with  windows  facing  the  vacant  lot,  a  con- 
veyance of  the  lot  with  the  house  carries 
with  it  by  implication,  in  the  absence  of 
anything  to  the  contrary,  a  grant  of  the 
right  of  light  and  air  which  had  been  en- 
joyed through  the  windows  over  the  other 
property.  And  the  right  continues  to  exist 
though  the  original  owner  also  sells  the 
vacant  lot;  but  a  grantee  cannot  claim  an 
(uement  of  li^t  and  air  to  an  extent  incon- 
siitent  with  the  intention  to  be  implied  from 
tbe  circumstances  existing  at  the  time  of 
the  grant,  and  known  to  the  grantee.  These 
rules  have  been  substantially  retained  in 
England  and  Canada,  but  in  the  American 
states  the  common-law  or  English  rule  has 
been  generally  rejected,  the  cases  holding 
that  a  grant  of  an  easement  of  light  and 
air  is  not  implied  from  the  grant  of  a  build- 
ing having  windows  overlooking  land  re- 
tamed  by  the  grantor.  Nor  is  such  an  ease- 
ment implied  from  necessity  for  convenient 
enjoyment  of  the  property:  the  grant  must 
be  in  express  terms.  The  contract  itself, 
however,  may  call  for  such  an  easement,  in 
which  ease  it  will  be  given  effect.  And  in 
several  of  the  states,  notably.  West  Vir- 
ginia, Georgia,  and  Louisiana,  the  oommon- 
uw  doctrine  has  been  applieid  in  cases  of 
resl  and  extreme  necessity,  and  in  New 
Jersey  the  test  of  application  seems  to  be 
reasonable  necessity  or  reasonable  conven- 
ience^ F.  H.  B. 

«  LJLA.(NJ9.) 


WEST  VIRGINIA   SUPREICE  COURT 
OF  APPBAIiS. 

JOHN  H.  SHRIVER 

V. 

MARION  COUNTY  COURT,  Plff.  In  Err,, 

(—  W.  Vft.  — ,  66  S.  E.  1062.) 

Highway  —  passing  over  known  defect 
^  assiunption  of  risk. 

1.  If  a  traveler  upon  a  highway,  in  at- 
tempting to  pass  over  a  defect  therein,  open 
and  apparent,  and  of  which  he  had  full 
knowledge,  is  thereby  injured,  and  there  was 
no  necessity  for  his  endeavor  to  pass  over 
it,  he  is  deemed  in  law  to  have  assumed  the 
risk  incident  to  the  attempt,  and  denied 
compensation  for  the  injury  on  the  ground 
of  contributory  negligence. 

Same  —  dnty  of  traveler. 

2.  That  it  is  not  negligence  per  se  to  use 
a  highway  known  to  be  in  bad  condition 
does  not  imply  right  in  a  traveler  to  com- 
pensation for  injuries  recklessly  incurred, 
nor  freedom  from  duty  to  suffer  reasonable 
abatement  of  strict  legal  rights  in  respect 
to  highways,  and  take  reasonable  measures 
for  his  safety,  even  to  the  extent  of  some 
delay  and  effort  to  avoid  injury.  ' 

Trial  —  verdict  —  direction  —  contribu- 
tory negligence. 

3.  On  the  appearance  of  a  clear  case  of 
contributory    negligence,    the    trial    court 
should  take  the  case  from  the  jury,  upon  a 
proper  demand  for  such  action. 
Dangerons  highway  '—  use  ^  assnmp* 

tion  of  risk. 

4.  A  traveler  having  two  reasonably  con- 
venient ways  for  his  journey,  one  of  which 
is  dangerous,  and  the  other  not,  assumes  the 
risk  of  injury,  if  he  uses  the  dangerous  way, 
and  cannot  recover  for  any  injury  he  may 
thereby  sustain. 

Same  —  necessity  tor  use  —  question  for 
Jury. 

5.  If  the  evidence  leaves  it  uncertain 
whether  there  was  a  safe  and  available  way, 
eitlier  by  a  public  road  or  over  adjacent 
private  property,  by  which  a  traveler  in- 
jured by  an  obvious  defect  in  a  highway 
could  have  avoided  it,  the  necessity  of  as- 
suming the  risk  incident  to  the  attempt  to 
use  it  is  a  question  for  the  jury. 

Eeadnotes  by   Poffektbaboeb,   J. 


Note.  —  The  attempt  to  use  a  road  know- 
ing that  it  is  dangerous,  as  contributory 
negligence,  is  considered  in  a  note  to 
James  V.  Wellston  Twp.  13  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1262,  in  connection  with  the  question  of- li- 
ability of  townships  for  defects  in  high- 
ways; and  the  same  point,  in  its  relation 
to  municipal  liability  for  defects  and  ob- 
structions in  streets,  is  considered  in  a  note 
■n  Lemer  v.  Philadelphia,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
638. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


378 


WEST  VIRGINIA  SUPREME  COURT  OF  APPEAIB. 


Vkak, 


Same  —  necessary  use  — duty  of  travel- 
er. 

6.  If  the  circumstances  justify  a  traveler 
in  assuming  the  risk  incident  to  an  attempt 
to  use  a  dangerous  place  on  a  highway,  he 
is  required  to  exercise  no  more  than  ordi- 
nary care  for  his  safety  in  doing  so,  and 
whether  he  exercised  such  care  or  not  is  gen- 
erally a  question  for  the  jury. 

(February  1,  1910.) 

EEROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Marion 
County  to  review  a  judgment  in  plain- 
tiff's favor  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  injuries  to  person  and  proper- 
ty alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  defend- 
ant's negligence.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion^ 

Messrs.  Scott  C.  liowe  and  Charles 
Powell,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

The  defendant  is  not  liable  if  plaintiff's 
negligence  in  any  degree  contributed  to  the 
injury,  and  it  is  only  necessary  that  con- 
tributory'n^ligence  be  fairly  imputable  to 
him. 

Gerity  v.  Haley,  29  W.  Va.  98,  11  S.  B. 
901 J  Phillips  V.  Ritchie  County,  31  W.  Va. 
477,  7  S.  E.  427;  Hesser  v.  Grafton,  33  W. 
Va.  548,  11  S.  E.  211;  Smith  v.  County  Ct. 
33  W.  Va.  713,  8  L.Rji.  82,  11  S.  E.  1; 
Yeager  v.  Blueaeld,  40  W.  Va.  484,  21  S. 
E.  752;  Van  Pelt  v.  Clarksburg,  42  W.  Va. 
218,  24  S.  E.  878;  Slaughter  v.  Huntington, 
64  W.  Va.  237,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  459,  61  S. 
E.  165;  Abbott,  Mun.  Corp.  §  1048;  Riedel 
V.  Wheeling  Traction  Co.  63  W.  Va.  622,  16 
L.R.A.(N.S.)    1123,  61   S.  E.  821. 

The  question  of  contributory  negligence 
was  one  of  law  for  the  court. 

Slaughter  v.  Huntington,  supra;  Snoddy 
V.  Huntington,  37  W.  Va.  Ill,  16  S.  E.  442; 
Dye  V.  Corbin,  69  W.  Va.  266,  53  S.  E.  147; 
Gerity  v.  Haley  and  Hesser  v.  Grafton,  su- 
pra; Childrey  v.  Huntington,  34  W.  V*.. 
457,  11  L.R.A.  313,  12  S.  E.  536. 

Mr.  Howard  N.  Ogden  for  defendant  in 
error, 

Poffenbargcr,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

A  demurrer  to  evidence  of  consistent  and 
uniform  tendency,  adduced  by  the  plaintiff 
in'  an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case,  insti- 
tuted in  the  circuit  court  of  Marion  county 
by  John  H.  Sh river  against  the  county 
court  of  said  county,  to  recover  damages  for 
injury  to  his  person  and  property,  caused 
by  a  defect  in  a  highway,  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  defendant  to  keep  in  repair,  was 
overruled,  and  a  judgment  rendered  for  $200, 
the  amount  of  the  conditional  verdict;  and 
the  only  real  question  raised  on  the  writ  of 
error  is  whether  recovery  is  barred  by  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


plaintiff's  contibutory  negligence  or  assump- 
tion of  risk. 

Stating  the  facts,  each  in  his  own  terms, 
the  witnesses  say  there  was  a  large  mud 
bole  in  said  county,  just  outside  of  the  city 
of  Mannington,  on  a  public  road,  called  "The 
Pike."  It  was  deep  and  troublesome,  and  so 
nearly  occupied  the  width  of  the  road  that 
there  was  not  sufficient  room  on  either  side 
to  permit  vehicles  to  pass  around  it  with 
safety  and  certainty,  but  there  was  almost 
sufficient  room  for  that  purpose  on  one  side 
of  it.  The  hole  was  from  2  to  3  feet  deep, 
and  partially  filled  with  mud  and  water. 
Some  of  the  witnesses  say  the  surface  of 
the  water  was  a  foot  below  that  of  the  ad- 
jacent ground,  and  that  the  mud  and  water 
were  deep  enough  to  go  over  the  front  axle 
of  an  ordinary  wagon.  The  drop  of  a  wag- 
on from  solid  ground  into  this  hole  was  al- 
most perpendicular  on  one  side.  In  other 
words  the  bank  was  straight  up  and  down. 
This  peculiarity  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
hole  was  at  IJie  end  of  a  construction  of 
poles  or  logs,  known  as  "corduroy"  work,  on 
a  portion  of  the  road.  Hie  level  space  be- 
tween the  hole  and  the  porch  of  Harden's 
store  was  about  3  feet,  less  than  the  width 
between  the  tires  of  an  ordinary  road  wagon. 
From  this,  the  ground  sloped  to  the  bottom 
of  the  hole.  In  attempting  to  drive  around 
the  hole  on  this  space,  two  wheels  would  nec- 
essarily pass  along  tlfe  slope,  while  the  oth- 
ers would  be  on  the  higher  level  space.  And 
as  such  an  attempt  involved  a  curve,  in  the 
case  of  a  wagon  of  any  length,  a  hind  wheel 
would  necessarily  pass  through  a  portion  of 
the  mud  hole.  Generally,  people  drove 
through  the  place.  Occasionally,  a  short 
vehicle  or  a  wagon  not  top  heavy  would  pass 
around  without  upsetting.  All  the  witnesses 
agree  that  the  hole  was  obviously  dangerous. 
There  were  other  roadp.  the  plaintiff  might 
have  used  to  reach  his  destination  on  the 
occasion  of  the  accident,  but  these  were  also 
dangerous.  In  fact,  all  the  public  roads 
leading  in  that  direction  had  become  so  bad 
that  a  way  made  across  private  lots  a  short 
time  before  the  accident  was  used,  and  even 
this  seems  to  have  led  down  to  the  mud  hole 
here  involved.  The  plaintiff  was  a  team- 
ster engaged  in  hauling  and  delivering  mer- 
chandise generally  in  and  about  the  city  of 
Mannington,  and  using,  in  this  business,  a 
wagon  of  considerable  length,  and  of  the 
class  known  as  "undercut,"  the  bed  standing 
high  enough  above  the  frame  of  the  wagon 
at  the  front  end,  to  permit  passage  of  the 
front  wheels  under  it  in  turning.  The  bed 
had  a  flaring  top,  which  extended  over  the 
wheels,  and  was  equipped  with  a  seat  and 
a  footboard.  Occupying  this  seat,  the  driv- 
er was  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
ground,  and  above  the  level  of  the  two  horsen 
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bf  which  the  wagon  was  drawn.  DriTing 
this  wagon,  well  laden  with  merchandise  for 
deiiyery,  and  coming  to  the  mud  hole,  plain- 
tiff stopped  his  team  and  deliberated  as  to 
whether  he  should  attempt  to  drive  through 
it  or  to  go  around  it.  He  discussed  this 
question  with  a  Mr.  Lang,  the  owner  of  the 
merchandise,  who  occupied  the  seat  with 
him,  and  decided  to  attempt  to  go  around  it. 
He  says  he  chose  this  course  because  he  had 
obaerred  that,  in  driving  into  it  on  former 
occasions,  the  footboard  struck  the  horses 
on  the  hips,  when  the  front  wheels  dropped 
off  of  the  corduroy  into  the  hole.  Lang  says 
be  attempted  to  drive  around  because  of  his 
inability  to  make  the  turn  in  the  direction 
in  which  he  wanted  to  go,  if  he  drove 
through  it.  Having  driven  partially  around, 
Lang  says  he  stopped  the  team  for  a  moment 
and  made  a  turn,  whereupon  the  wagon 
turned  over,  throwing  them  both  to  the 
ground  and  breaking  the  plaintiff's  1^,  in- 
juring his  wagon  and  destroying  some  of  the 
articles  he  was  hauling.  The  evidence  leaves 
no  doubt  that  the  cause  ot  the  upsetting  was 
the  sliding  of  the  right  hind  wheel  into  the 
mud  hole.  It  is  also  beyond  question  that 
the  plaintiff  knew  all  about  this  mud  hole. 
Having  driven  through  it  before,  he  knew 
its  depth  and  its  peculiarities  in  at  least 
a  general  way.  Certainly,  he  had  enough 
information  concerning  it  to  apprise  him  of 
its  dangerous  character.  He  had  full 
knowledge  of  every  material  fact  and  cir- 
cumstance pertaining  to  the  defect.  He  also 
knew  the  size  and  character  of  his  wagon, 
and  the  nature  and  weight  of  the  load  it  was 
carrying.  Besides,  he  was  an  experienced 
teamster,  fully  capable  of  determining 
whether  or  not  the  attempt  he  was  making 
was  dangerous. 

The  negligence  of  the  county  court  in  per- 
mitting such  a  defect  in  its  highway  is  clear 
and  undoubted.  We  have  decisions  which 
lay  down  a  very  liberal  rule  in  favor  of 
municipal  corporations,  exonerating  them 
from  negligence  when  a  defect  in  a  highway 
is  not  obviously  dangerous  (Waggener  v. 
Point  Pleasant,  42  W.  Va.  798,  26  S.  E.  352; 
Van  Pelt  v.  Clarksburg,  42  W.  Va.  218,  24  S. 
E.  878;  Yeager  v.  Bluefield,  40  W.  Va.  484, 
21  S.  E.  752),  but  the  place  involved  in  this 
controversy  appears  from  the  evidence  to 
have  been  actually  dangerous.  Some  of  the 
witnesses  say  it  was  dangerous,  and  all 
unite  in  a  description  of  it  which  makes  its 
dangerous  character  manifest.  If  the  only 
question  involved  were  that  of  the  negligence 
of  the  county  court,  the  judgment  would  be 
clearly  right,  and  the  action  of  the  court  in 
overruling  the  demurrer  to  the  evidence  en- 
tirely justiiiable.  We  may  go  farther,  and 
•ay  a  contrary  finding  by  the  jury,  if  the 
evidence  had  been  allowed  to  go  to  it,  should 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


have  been  set  aside,  if  excepted  to,  and  noth- 
ing else  appeared  in  the  case.  From  this  it 
follows  that  contributory  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  plaintiff  is  the  only  possible  de- 
fense, and  therefore  its  existence  and  effect, 
the  only  inquiries  arising  on  the  writ  of  er- 
ror. This  involves  consideration  not  only 
of  the  rights  of  a  traveler  upon  a  highway, 
but  also  his  duty  under  circumstances  such 
as  this  record  discloses,  and  the  elements  of 
contributory  negligence. 

A  citizen  has  the  right  to  use  a  defective 
highway.  No  law  forbids  it,  nor  does  it 
work  harm  or  injury  to  the  public  or  any  in- 
dividual. It  is  equally  clear  that  he  has  the 
choice  of  all  roads  leading  to  his  destination, 
and  is  not  bound  by  any  law  or  public  duty 
either  to  confine  himself  to  any  particular 
road,  or  to  adopt  any  particular  mode  of  use. 
What  road  he  shall  use  and  how  he  shall  use 
it  are  determined  by  his  own  will,  and  con- 
siderations of  private  convenience  and  neces- 
sity. It  is  well  also  to  note  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  the  public  roads,  he  may,  under 
certain  circumstances,  rightfully  pass  over 
private  property.  If,  in  traveling  upon  a 
highway,  he  finds  it  obviously  dangerous  at 
any  point,  he  may  pass  around  such  a  place 
over  adjacent  private  property,  and  even  re- 
move fences  and  destroy  crops  in  doing  so, 
provided  he  does  not  deviate  farther  from  the 
road,  nor  do  more  injury  to  the  private 
premises,  than  is  actually  necessary,  and  no 
other  reasonably  convenient  public  way  is 
available.  Highways  are  established  for  the 
service  of  the  public.  It  is  for  the  public 
good  that  the  private  owner  of  land  must 
yield  a  portion  of  it  for  such  service.  Ways 
are  a  public  necessity,  and  the  law  guar- 
antees to  every  citizen  a  means  of  travel. 
Hence,  if  the  usual  track  of  a  highway  is 
founderous  or  impassable,  and  there  is  no 
other  convenient  public  way,  the  traveler 
may  go  extra  viam;  that  is,  over  adjacent 
private  land.  2  Minor,  Inst.  19;  2  Bl.  Com. 
36;  Taylor  v.  Whitehead,  2  Dougl.  K.  B. 
749;  Bullard  v.  Harrison,  4  Maule  &  S.  387; 
Carrick  v.  Johnston,  26  U.  C.  Q.  B.  66; 
Campbell  v.  Race,  7  Cush.  408,  54  Am.  Dec. 
728;  Morey  v.  Fitzgerald,  56  Vt.  487,  48  Am. 
Rep.  811;  Williams  v.  Saeord,  7  Barb.  309; 
Carey  v.  Rae,  58  Cal.  159.  In  addition  to 
this,  the  power  of  the  citizen  to  adapt  his 
mode  of  use  of  any  passable  highway  to  the 
existing  circumstances  is  matter  of  common 
knowledge  and  daily  observation.  In  many 
sections  of  the  country  the  roads  are  not 
suitable  at  times  for  the  use  of  certain  ve- 
hicles, or  resort  to  certain  methods  of  travel, 
because  of  snow  and  ice  or  mud  or  rough- 
ness of  the  road  occasioned  by  frost.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  traveler  discontin- 
ues the  use  of  his  carriage  or  his  wagon,  and 
goes  on  horseback  or  on  foot  or  by  sled.    If 
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he  ventures  to  use  the  highway  in  any  man- 
ner, he  takes  precautions  and  exercises  care 
and  prudence  for  the  safety  of  himself  and 
his  property,  which  under  other  conditions 
are  omitted  as  being  unnecessary.  The  lib- 
.erty,  right,  and  power  of  the  citizen  in  re- 
spect to  the  use  of  highways  being  very 
broad,  it  is  neither  unreasonable  nor  iinjust 
to  require  him  to  avail  himself  of  his  wide 
latitude  of  choice,  impose  upon  him  the  duty 
to  exercise  reasonable  care  and  prudence, 
and  hold  him  guilty  of  contributory  negli- 
gence when,  by  reason  of  his  omission  there- 
of, injury  results  to  him  or  his  property. 
As  in  all  other  cases  arising  under  the  law 
of  negligence,  his  voluntary  and  unnecessary 
encountering  of  danger  amounts  to  an  as- 
sumption of  risk,  and  bars  recovery,  if  he 
had  knowledge  of  the  danger,  or,  by  reason 
of  its  obviouBnesa,  he  wa^  bound  to  know  it. 
This  principle  has  been  uniformly  adhered 
to  in  the  decisions  of  this  court.  We  do  not 
recall  an  instance  in  which  a  recovery  for 
injury  occasioned  by  a  known  or  obvious 
defect  has  ever  been  allowed,  and  some  of 
our  decisions  go  so  far  as  to  intimate  that 
under  no  circumstances  can  there  be  a  re- 
covery for  such  an  injury,  if  the  defect  by 
which  it  is  occasioned  was  so  open  and  ap- 
parent that  the  traveler,  exercising  reason- 
able care  and  prudence  for  his  safety,  ought 
to  have  detected  and  avoided  it.  This  court 
carefully  considered  the  question  in  three 
eases  reported  in  31  W.  Va.  — ,  Chapman  v. 
Milton,  31  W.  Va.  384,  7  S.  E.  22,  Phillips 
V.  Ritchie  County,  31  W.  Va.  477,  7  S.  E. 
427,  and  Moore  v.  Huntington,  31  W.  Va. 
842,  8  S.  £.  512,— and  stated  in  the  last  of 
these,  apparently  as  a  final  and  deliberate 
conclusion,  the  following  proposition:  "A 
person  who  uses  the  sidewalk  or  other  high- 
way which,  his  observation  prudently  exer- 
cised would  inform  him  was  dangerous  takes 
the  risk  of  such  injuries  as  may  result  to 
him  by  open  and  apparent  defects  such  as 
his  observation  ought  to  have  detected  and 
avoided."  The  principle  thus  laid  down  at 
an  early  day  in  the  jurisprudence  of  the 
state  has  been  steadily  adhered  to.  Hesser 
V.  Grafton,  33  W.  Va.  648,  11  S.  E.  211; 
Campbell  v.  Elkins,  68  W.  Va.  308,  2  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  169,  52  S.  E.  220;  Slaughter  v.  Hunt- 
ington, 64  W.  Va.  237,  16  L.R.A.(N.8.)  459, 
61  S.  E.  165.  We  are  aware  of  no  departure 
from  it,  though  there  are  cases  which  were 
allowed  to  go  to  the  jury  for  inquiry  as  to 
whether  the  plaintiff  had,  or  ought  to  have 
had,  knowledge  of  the  defect.  Thus,  in  Ar- 
thur V.  Charleston,  61  W.  Va.  132,  41  S.  E. 
171,  the  plaintiff  had  fallen  over  a  rope 
stretched  across  the  sidewalk,  no  warning  of 
the  existence  of  which  had  been  given.  To 
have  held  the  plaintiff  bound  to  discover  it 
in  such  an  unexpected  place,  without  any 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


thing  to  direct  attention  to  it,  would  have 
imposed  upon  him  more  than  ordinary  care. 
Besides,  like  all  other  general  rules,  this  one 
has  its  rare  exceptions.  Thus,  in  Parrish  v. 
Huntington,  57  W.  Va.  286,  60  8.  E.  416, 
the  defense  of  contributory  negligence  was 
eliminated  on  account  of  the  extreme  youth 
of  the  plaintiff,  a  boy  only  five  years  old. 
That  case  is  to  be  further  distinguished  on 
account  of  the  peculiarity  of  the  defect,  it 
being  such  as  might  well  have  been  over- 
looked by  any  traveler.  The  law  does  not 
impose  extraordinary  care.  A  traveler  is 
only  held  to  the  rule  of  reasonable  care  and 
prudence.  He  is  not  supposed  to  have  his 
eyes  always  fixed  upon  the  ground  in  search 
of  obscure  defects.  In  such  instances,  the 
case  ordinarily  goes  to  the  jury,  for  inquiry 
as  to  whether  the  plaintiff  had  knowledge 
of  the  defect,  or  ought  to  have  bad.  This 
review  of  the  decisions  of  this  court  results 
in  the  conclusion  that  there  has  been  no  de- 
viation from  the  principle  declared  in  Moore 
V.  Huntington,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  legal  principles,  reason,  and  the  weight 
of  authority,  all  combine  to  sustain,  it. 

In  the  case  of  latent  or  hidden  defects, 
not  discoverable  by  the  exercise  of  prudent 
observation,  the  nonapplication  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  preclusion  in  law,  on  the  theory  of 
contributory  negligence,  is  both  obvious  and 
well  settled  by  authority.  Moore  v.  Hunt- 
ington and  Campbell  v.  Elkins,  supra.  Nei- 
ther does  it  apply  when  the  defect,  though 
not.  entirely  hidden  and  undiscoverable,  is 
so  obscure  that  the  traveler  cannot  be 
deemed,  as  a  matter  of  law,  to  have  had 
knowledge  of  it,  or  to  have  been  bound  to 
know  it  existed.  To  this  class  of  cases  be- 
long Arthur  v.  Charleston,  and  possibly  oth- 
ers. Under  such  circumstances,  the  inquiry 
is  submitted  to  the  jury  for  determination. 
We  think,  too,  that  most  of  the  cases  relied 
upon  in  the  brief  filed  for  the  defendant  in 
error,  to  sustain  the  judgment  of  the  court 
below,  belong  to  this  class,  although  the 
principle  declared  in  some  of  them  is  broad- 
er. While  those  of  the  former  class  assert 
that  a  traveler  upon  a  highway,  seeing  a 
dangerous  place  in  a  road,  and  injured  in 
the  attempt  to  use  it,  may  recover,  provided 
he  exercised  reasonable  care  and  prudence  to 
avoid  injury,  the  evidence  in  most  of  them 
discloses  rather  obscure  defects  causing  dan- 
ger, probably  unknown  to  the  traveler,  or,  if 
dangerous,  so  obscure  in  character  as  not 
to  be  readily  discoverable;  or,  as  in  others 
the  facts  are  not  stated,  it  may  be  presumed 
that  the  evidence  was  of  that  character,  and 
in  still  others  inability  to  avoid  the  defect 
was  disclosed.  In  Gordon  v.  Richmond,  83 
Va.  436,  2  S.  E.  727,  without  stating  th« 
facts,  the  court  held  that  the  use  of  a  street 
br  a  traveler  knowing  it  to  be  in  bad  condi- 
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tion  ia  not  per  »e  negligence,  and  that  he  is 
not  bound  to  the  exercise  of  extraordinary 
care.  In  Charlottesville  t.  Stratton,  102  Va. 
95,  45  S.  £.  737,  the  plaintififs  decedent  bad 
been  injured  on  a  defective  street  which  the 
court  says  was  the  only  practicable  approach 
to  his  place  of  destination.  This  case  may 
fall  under  the  rule  of  justification  of  the 
assumption  of  risk  by  necessity.  In  New- 
port News  &  O.  P.  R.  &  Electric  Co.  v. 
Bradford,  100  Va.  231,  40  S.  K  900,  the 
plaintiff  had  sustained  injury  in  attempting 
to  use  a  crossing  which  the  street  railway 
company  had  obstructed  by  shoveling  snow 
on  it  from  its  track.  The  evidence  tended 
to  show  that  other  persons  had  been  trav- 
eling over  the  snow  bank,  and  that  it  was 
apparently  safe.  This  may  well  be  deemed 
to  have  raised  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the 
defect  was  discoverable  by  the  exercise  of 
prudent  observation.  It  was  not  a  case  of 
baldly  apparent  danger.  In  Bullock  v.  New 
York,  09  N.  Y.  654,  2  N.  £.  1,  a  portion  of  a 
sidewalk  had  been  removed  in  changing  the 
grade  of  the  street,  and  pieces  of  flagstone 
had  been  placed  at  intervals  for  stepping 
stones,  to  keep  pedestrians  out  of  the  mud. 
The  plaintiff,  in  attempting  to  pass  along 
the  place,  made  a  misstep  and  fell.  The 
New  York  court  of  appeals  held  that  she 
was  entitled  to  recover.  It  may  be  that  all 
the  facts  are  not  stated,  and  the  court  ren- 
dered no  opinion.  For  all  that  appears  here, 
her  use  of  that  street  was  justified  by  ne- 
cessity, there  being  no  other  available  means 
of  going  to  and  from  her  home.  In  Prince 
George's  County  v.  Burgess,  61  Md.  29,  48 
Am.  Rep.  88,  the  plaintiff  had  sustained  in- 
jury in  attempting  to  use  a  defective  bridge, 
the  defect  in  which  consisted  of  a  hole  into 
whieh  his  horse  fell  and  was  injured.  That 
case  enunciates  the  principle  contended  for 
in  the  brief  for  the  defendant  in  error,  say- 
ing unless  the  road  or  bridge  is  practically 
impassable,  the  traveler  may  use  it,  exer- 
cising reasonable  care  and  prudence,  and,  if 
injured,  may  recover.  This  view  is  sustained 
by  Horton  v.  Ipswich,  12  Cush.  402;  Tisdale 
V.  Norton,  8  Met.  392;  Famum  v.  Concord, 
2  N.  H.  394;  Folsom  v.  Underbill,  36  Vt. 
581.  To  this  may  be  added  Maultby  v.  Leav- 
enworth, 28  Kan.  745;  Reed  v.  Northfield, 
13  Pick.  94,  23  Am.  Dec.  662;  Huntington  v. 
Breen,  77  Ind.  29;  Murphy  v.  Indianapolis, 
83  Ind.  76.  These  cases  apparently  ignore 
the  insurmountable  obstacle  to  recovery 
raised  by  the  assumption  of  risk, — an  ele- 
ment recognized  and  given  effect  in  every 
action  for  negligence,  when  the  evidence 
clearly  discloses  it,  unless  it  is  justified  on 
some  ground  of  necessity.  The  principle  is 
not  noticed  in  any  of  these  decisions,  and 
may  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  court 
by  reason  of  its  not  having  been  invoked  by 
26  L.RJ^.(N.8.) 


the  defendants.  It  has  been  applied  in 
many  well  considered  decisions  involving 
cases  of  this  kind.  Wellman  v.  Susquehanna 
Depot,  167  Pa.  239,  31  AtL  666;  Smith  v. 
New  Castle,  178  Pa.  298,  35  Atl.  973;  Chil- 
ton v.  Carbondale,  160  Pa.  463,  28  Atl.  833; 
Cosner  v.  Centerville,  90  Iowa,  33,  67  N.  W. 
636;  Clayton  v.  Brooks,  160  111.  97,  37  N.  E. 
674;  Carstesen  v.  Stratford,  67  Conn.  428, 
35  Atl.  276;  Cook  v.  Atlanta,  94  Ga.  613,  19 
S.  £.  987.  In  some  of  these  cases,  the  plain- 
tiff was  held  guilty  of  contributory  negli- 
gence on  the  theory  of  having  assumed  risk 
as  a  matter  of  law,  and  nonsuits  were  or- 
dered. In  others,  the  question  of  contribu- 
tory negligence  was  submitted  to  the  jury. 
The  practice  in  the  courts  of  the  different 
jurisdictions  varies  in  respect  to  the  prov- 
inces of  the  court  and  jury  in  dealing  with 
evidence  of  such  n^ligenee,  some  of  them 
holding  that  the  question  is  always  for  the 
jury,  and  never  for  the  court.  The  practice 
in  this  state  is  contrary  to  this  view.  When 
a  clear  case  of  contributory  negligence  is 
disclosed  by  the  evidence,  the  court  takes  the 
case  from  the  jury,  upon  a  proper  applica- 
tion for  such  action,  such  as  a  motion  to 
exclude  the  evidence,  a  motion  to  direct  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant,  or  a  demurrer  to 
the  evidence.  Phillips  v,  Ritchie  County, 
31  W.  Va.  477,  7  S.  E.  427;  Foley  v.  Hunt- 
ington, 61  W.  Va.  396,  41  S.  B.  113;  Snoddy 
V.  Huntington,  37  W.  Va.  Ill,  16  S.  E.  442; 
Graham  v.  Newburg  Orrel  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
38  W.  Va.  273,  18  S.  E.  684;  Woodell  v. 
West  Virginia  Improv.  Co.  38  W.  Va.  23, 
17  S.  E.  386;  Hanley  v.  Huntington,  37  W. 
Va.  578,  16  S.  E.  807;  Childrey  v.  Hunting- 
ton, 34  W.  Va.  467,  11  L.R.A.  313,  12  S.  E. 
636;  Slaughter  v.  Huntington,  64  W.  Va. 
237,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  459,  61  S.  B.  165.  This 
difference  in  practice  may  account  for  ap- 
parent, not  real,  contrariety  in  some  of  the 
decisions.  Another  principle  asserted  by  the 
courts  generally,  though  correct,  has  a  ten- 
dency to  mislead.  It  is  that  the  use  of  a 
road  by  a  traveler  with  knowledge  of  its  bad 
condition  is  not  per  ae  negligence.  On  its 
face  this  principle  seems  to  be  inconsistent 
with  preclusion  from  recovery  by  assump- 
tion of  risk.  It  seems  necessarily  to  imply 
a  right  to  use  in  a  careful  manner  a  bad 
road,  and  recover  in  case  of  injury,  but  this 
is  not  necessarily  true.  Rightly  interpreted, 
the  expression  means  no  more  than  that  the 
citizen  may  use  such  a  road  with  knowledge 
of  its  condition,  and  still  recover  for  injury, 
if  the  circumstances  were  such  as  to  justify 
the  assumption  of  risk  on  the  ground  of  ne- 
cessity, and  he  exercised  care;  and  also 
when  the  injury  was  caused  not  by  the  open 
and  apparent  defects  of  which  the  plaintiff 
had  knowledge,  but  by  another  latent,  hid- 
den defect  in  the  same  street  or  walk,  of 
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'which  he  had  no  knowledge,  as  in  the  case 
of  Moore  v.  Huntington.  Although  in  that 
case  there  were  patent  defects,  the  injury 
did  not  result  from  them,  but  did  result 
from  an  unknown  defect.  The  latter  being 
the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury,  the  court 
held  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  precluded 
from  recovery  by  his  knowledge  of  the  other 
defects,  which  did  not  cause  the  injury,  and 
accordingly  observed  that  the  use  ojf  a  street 
or  sidewalk  known  to  be  defective  is  not 
per  ae  negligence.  Other  instances  in  which 
a  like  ruling  would  be  made  are  easily  con- 
ceivable, as  a  mud  hole  in  a  road,  apparently 
nothing  more  than  an  ordinary  defect,  but, 
in  reality,  the  cover  of  a  bed  of  quicksand, 
or  a  bole  of  sufHcient  depth  to  swallow  up 
horse  and  rider,  or  vehicle  and  team. 

We  think  the  authorities  and  principles 
adverted,  to  abundantly  sustain  the  view 
that  knowledge  of  a  defect  imposes  upon  the 
traveler  the  duty  to  adopt  reasonable  meas- 
ures for  his  protection,  when  practicable, 
such  as  deviation  from  his  course,  variation 
of  his  manner  of  travel  or  use,  and  reason- 
able precautions  against  injury  when  the 
circumstances  afford  him  no  alternative. 
Though  the  public  owes  him  the  duty  of  pro- 
viding safe  and  convenient  highways,  lack 
of  them  does  not  justify  recklessness  on  his 
part  or  disregard  of  his  own  safety  and 
that  of  his  property.  Well-settled  general 
principles  of  law,  universally  observed  in 
negligence  cases,  condemn  such  conduct.  He 
must  seek  redress  in  some  other  way,  and, 
if  there  be  none,  he  is  without  remedy.  To 
avoid  conflict  with  these  principles,  he  must 
suffer  reasonable  abatement  of  his  strict  le- 
gal rights,  and  make  slight  sacrifices,  when 
a  public  highway  is  the  subject-matter  of 
that  right,  as  well  as  when  other  things  con- 
stitute its  subject-matter.  We  are  not  called 
upon  here  to  define  the  exact  limits  of 
forbearance  and  sacrifice  thus  imposed,  and 
do  not  attempt  to  do  so,  but  it  may  well  be 
doubted  whether  a  traveler  can  assume  the 
risk  of  a  known  danger  or  go  eietra  vxam, 
if  the  obstruction  or  defect  in  the  highway 
is  temporary  and  susceptible  of  remedy  by 
himself,  without  any  serious  delay  or  un- 
reasonable effort.  Morey  v.  Fitzgerald,  56 
Vt.  487,  48  Am.  Rep.  811;  Elliott,  Roads  k 
Streets,  §  14. 

It  will  be  our  duty  under  these  princi- 
ples, to  affirm  the  judgment,  unless  the  evi- 
dence makes  it  reasonably  certain  that  there 
was  a  safe  way  by  which  the  plaintiff  could 
have  reached  his  destination,  without  com- 
ing in  contact  with  the  mud  hole  in  ques- 
tion, and  without  serious  delay;  and,  fur- 
ther, that,  if  there  was  not  such  a  way,  he 
attempted  to  drive  around  the  defect  in  a 
negligent  manner.  On  the  subject  of  a  safe 
WBv  by  some  other  road,  the  evidence  is  in 
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great  confusion.  The  pUintifF  and  unw 
other  witnesses  mention  a  way  partly  pub- 
lic and  partly  over  private  lots  as  being 
passable  and  safe,  but  they  leave  it  wholly 
uncertain  whether  the  mud  hole  could  be 
avoided  by  using  it.  That  way  seems  to 
come  to  the  Pike  at  Harden's  store,  where 
the  defect  was;  the  only  advantage  beiiig 
avoidance  of  contact  with  part  of  the  hole. 
The  part  that  would  be  thus  crossed  may 
not  have  been  as  dangerous  as  the  other,  the 
end  next  to  the  corduroy,  but  the  evidence 
does  not  say  so.  We  are  of  the  opinion, 
therefore,  that  it  was  for  the  jury  to  say 
whether  the  plaintiff  unnecessarily  assumed 
the  risk  incident  to  his  attempt  to  go  by 
way  of  the  Pike.  Then  it  logically  follows 
that  it  was  the  province  of  the  jury  to  say 
whether,  having  the  right  to  assume  the 
risk,  he  drove  carefully  and  prudently.  His 
failure  to  get  off  the  wagon  when  attempt- 
ing the  difiicult  feat  which  resulted  in  his 
injury  is  relied  upon  as  an  undisputed  act 
of  negligence,  but  we  think  that  was  a  ques- 
tion for  the  jury,  as  it  pertains  to  the  man- 
ner of  using  the  defective  portion  of  the 
road,  rather  than  the  right  to  use  it.  In 
other  words,  having  the  right  to  assume  the 
risk,  because  there  was  no  other  safe  way, 
it  was  incumbent  upon  the  plaintiff  to  exer- 
cise ordinary  care  in  using  the  defective 
portion  of  the  road.  Proof  that  he  had  pre- 
viously driven  around  the  mud  hole  without 
injury,  as  he  was  attempting  to  do  when 
hurt,  made  this  also  a  jury  question. 

These  conclusions  result  in  an  affirmance 
of  the  judgment. 


WISCONSIN  sitpresie:  court. 

ANTON   STEFFEN,  Admr.,  etc,  of  Anna 
Steffen,  Deceased,  Appt., 

V. 

JOHN  MoNAUGHTON,  Respt. 

(—  Wis.  — ,  124  N.  W.  1016.) 

Automobile  —  dangrerous  machine  — 
negligence  of  chauffeur  —  liability  of 
owner. 

1.  An  automobile  is  not  per  ae  a  danger- 
ous machine,  so  as  to  charge  the  owner 
with  liability  for  injuries  inflicted  upon 
strangers  during  its  use  by  a  chauffeur  in 

Vote.  —  Uabmty  of  otmer  for  tnjurte» 
caused  hy  automohile  tcMle  being 
u«ed  by  servant  for  his  otm  busi- 
ness or  pleasure. 

The  earlier  cases  upon  this  question  will 
be  found  collected  in  the  case  notes  to  Dan- 
forth  V.  Fisher,  21  L.R.A.{N.S.)  93;  Jones 
V.  Hoge,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  216;  Hayes  v. 
Wikins,  9  Ii.R.A.{N.S.)  1035;  and  Christy 
v.    Elliott,    1    L.KA.(N.S.)     216.      Atten- 
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vhoM  paweMion  tlw  owner  negligently  per- 
mit* it  to  be. 

MMter  —  antomobile  owner  ^  negli- 
gence of  chauffeur  —  scope  of  em- 
ployment. 

2.  A  chauffeur  employed  by  the  owner 
of  an  automobile  to  care  for  the  machine 
tnd  operate  it  at  the  request  and  direction 
of  the  owner,  or  any  member  of  bis  family, 
tnd  who  is  to  go  to  his  home  for  his  mid- 
day meal,  is  not,  when  using  the  automobile 
to  go  to  such  meal,  without  uie  permission  or 
knowledge  of  the  owner,  acting  within  the 
scope  of  his  employment,  so  as  to  render  the 
owner  liable  for  his  negligent  act  in  in- 
juring a  pedeatrian  with  the  machine. 

(Febmaiy  22,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Circoit  Court  for  Outagamie  Coun- 


ty in  defendant's  favor  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  damages  for  the  death  of  plain- 
tiff's intestate,  which  was  alleged  to  have 
been  caused  by  the  negligence  of  defendant's 
servant.    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Siebecker,  J. ; 

On  July  3,  1907,  Anna  Steffen  was  struck 
and  killed  in  the  city  of  Appleton  by  an 
automobile  which  was  operated  by  the 
chauffeur  of  the  defendant  The  deceased 
came  from  Lawrence  street)  running  east 
and  west,  and  was  crossing  a  part  of  State 
street,  running  north'  and  south.  As  she 
approached  State  street  from  the  west  on 
Lawrence  street,  she  signaled  a  street  car 
coming  from  the  south  on  State  street  to 
stop.  The  car  waited  for  her,  and  when  she 
was  about  midway  between  the  curb  and  the 


tion  is  here  called  to  a  few  cases  since  decid- 
ed. 

In  Ingraham  ▼.  Stockamore,  63  Misc.  114. 
118  N.  Y.  8upp.  399,  holding  that  the  own 
er  of  an  automobile  will  be  answerable  for 
his  ehanffeur'a  negligence,  where  he  permits 
him  to  use  it  in  order  to  take  a  trip  for  his 
own  pleasure,  the  court  said,  with  reference 
to  an  instruction  that  the  owner  would  be  li- 
able for  the  negligence  of  anyone  whom  he 
rcnnits  to  operate  it  on  the  public  street: 
The  \ef^\  propositfon  contained  in  this  in- 
'truction  is  no  doubt  a  novel  one,  but  finds 
full  justification  in  the  novelty  of  the  situ- 
ation. The  responsibility  which  should  be 
imposed  upon  owners  of  automobiles  must 
be  measured  by  the  character  of  the  ma- 
rhines,  the  place  where  they  are  used,  and 
tV«  dangers  attending  their  use.  Automo- 
biles are  dangerous.  ...  It  would  seem 
.  .  .  [from  the  provisions  of  the  statute 
rtgulating  the  use  and  operation  of  automo- 
biles] that  the  legislature  regarded  .  .  . 
[them]  88  dangerous  machines,  and  that 
their  owners  should  be  under  special  lia- 
bilities for  the  manner  in  which  they  oper- 
ate them.  No  such  restrictions  have  ever 
been  imposed  on  other  methods  of  transpor- 
tation on  highways.  It  is  absurd  to  say 
that  an  automobile  is  no  more  dangerous 
than  a  team  of  horses.  .  .  .  An  auto- 
mobile being  a  dangerous  machine,  its  owner 
•honid  be  held  responsible  for  the  manner 
>B  which  it  is  used :  and  his  liability  should 
ntend  to  its  use  by  anyone  with  his  con- 
sent He  may  not  deliver  it  over  to  anyone 
be  pleases,  and  not  be  responsible  for  the 
Mntequences.  ...  In  cases  where  an 
automobile  is  used  without  the  consent  Of 
Its  owner,  the  latter  should  not  be  responsi- 
ble; but  in  those  cases  where  an  automobile 
is  operated  on  the  highway  with  the  consent 
ef  the  owner,  he  should  be  responsible.  The 
impression  of  the  justice  ...  [in  Cun- 
ningham V.  Castle,  127  App.  Dlv.  680,  111 
S.  Y.  Sapp.  1057]  seems  to  be  that  the  court, 
in  dealing  with  a  case  in  which  an  automo- 
bile ti  concerned,  is  bound  by  the  rules 
vbich  have  application  to  horses,  sailboats, 
and  motor  launchea;  but  Vb»  court  is  not  so 
MLRA.(NJ5.) 


limited.  It  must  make  use  of  a  rule  which 
meets  the  conditions;  and  if  there  exists  no 
rule  applicable,  then  it  must  promulgate 
one  that  will  be  applicable." 

The  last  case  is  opposed  to  Cunningham  v. 
Castle,  supra,  which  was  decided  upon  simi- 
lar facts  (see  the  case  note  to  Danforth  v. 
Fisher,  supra). 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  as  shown  by  the 
notes  to  Danforth  v.  Fisher;  Jones  v.  Hoge; 
Hayes  v.  Wilkins;  and  Christy  v.  Elliott, — 
supra,  the  weight  of  authority  is  in  harmony 
with  Steften  v.  McNauohton. 

Thus,  it  was  held  in  Howe  v.  Leighton 
( N.  H.)  75  Atl.  102,  that  the  owner  of  an  au- 
tomobile will  not  be  liable  for  the  negligence 
of  his  chauffeur  in  operating  it  for  his  own 
pleasure  without  the  formers  consent.  Fol- 
lowing Danforth  v.  Fisher,  75  N.  H.  Ill,  21 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  93,  75  Atl.  535. 

So,  it  was  held  in  Durham  v.  Strauss,  38 
Pa.  Super.  Ct.  620,  that  a  nonsuit  was  prop- 
erly granted  where  it  appeared  that  the  de- 
fendant's chauffeur  had  taken  the  form- 
er's automobile  contrary  to  general  orders 
not  to  do  so,  and  an  injury  was  inflicted 
while  it  was  being  operated  by  a  third  per- 
son whom  the  chauffeur  permitted  to  run 
it,  notwithstanding  the  latter's  excuse  for 
taking  the  machine  was  that  the  carburetor 
needed  adjusting,  which,  however,  was  met 
by  proof  that  it  was  not  his  duty  to  repair 
it,  and  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  take  it 
from  the  garage  for  such  purpose. 

And  the  case  of  Dowling  v.  Robinson,  43 
Irish  Law  Times,  210  (as  digested  in  But- 
terworths's  Dig.  1909,  Supp.)  is  stated  to 
hold,  one  justice  dissenting,  however,  that 
the  owner  of  an  automobile  is  not  respon- 
sible for  the  negligence  of  one  employed  by 
him  to  test  motors,  when,  at  the  time  he  in- 
flicted a  negligent  injury,  he  was  driving  a 
car  without  the  master's  permission. 

As  to  the  liability  of  a  master  for  injury 
done  by  a  servant  to  third  persons,  in  the 
use  of  dangerous  agencies,  aside  from  auto- 
mobiles, placed  in  his  custody,  see  the  sub- 
ject note  to  Galveston,  H.  &.  S.  A.  K.  Co.  t. 
Currie,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  367. 
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Street  car,  she  turned  her  head,  and  saw 
the  automobile  approaching  from  the  north. 
She  stopped,  hesitated,  and  probably  turned, 
and  had  taken  a  step  backward,  when  she 
was  struck.  She  died  shortly  after.  The 
chauffeur  had  had  about  five  months'  ex- 
perience in  the  handling  of  automobiles, 
and  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the  defend- 
ant a  little  less  than  two  months.  At  the 
time  of  the  accident,  the  chauffeur  was 
alone  in  the  automobile,  and  was  going  to 
his  home  for  dinner.  There  is  evidence  that 
he  saw  the  deceased  step  from  the  curb 
when  he  was  about  150  feet  from  her;  that 
he  continued  on  his  course  without  slacking 
the  speed  of  the  car,  and  that  he  attempted 
to  pass  between  her  and  the  curb.  He 
claims  that  the  deceased  caused  the  col- 
lision by  negligently  stepping  back  toward 
the  curb  and  in  front  of  the  automobile, 
that  he  had  turned  toward  the  curb  to  pass 
her,  and  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
avoid  the  collision,  because  the  space  be- 
tween her  and  the  curb  was  insufficient  for 
him  to  pass.  The  evidence  varies  much  as 
to  the  rate  of  speed  at  which  the  car  was 
traveling.  The  distance  between  the  curb 
and  the  street  car  was  about  20  feet,  and 
the  deceased  was  struck  when  9  or  10  feet 
from  the  curb.  The  automobile  was  a  five 
passenger,  thirty  horse-power  machine.  It 
was  112  inches  long,  and  67  inches  wide. 
It  weighed  between  3,000  and  3,500  pounds. 
The  chauffeur  had  full  charge  of  the  au- 
tomobile under  the  direction  of  the  defend- 
ant and  his  family,  and  under  his  contract 
of  employment.  Under  the  contract  of  em- 
ployment, the  defendant  did  not  furnish 
the  chauffeur  with  his  meals,  and  the  chauf- 
feur went  to  his  home  for  them.  During 
the  chauffeur's  employment  by  the  defend- 
ant, he  had  taken  the  machine  to  a  shop 
for  repairs,  and  had  taken  and  used  it  id 
go  to  his  dinners,  perhaps  ten  times.  He 
had  not  been  directed  by  his  employer  to 
use  the  machine  for  this  purpose,  and  he 
had  never  obtained  permission  so  to  use  it. 
The  defendant  testified  that  he  did  not  see 
the  chauffeur  so  use  the  machine,  and  that 
he  did  not  know  that  he  so  used  it.  This  is 
an  appeal  from  the  order  of  the  court  di- 
recting a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  and 
from  the  judgment  on  the  verdict. 

Messrs.  H.  C.  Sloan  and  A.  M.  Spencer, 
with  Mr.  J.  Elmer  IJehr,  for  appellant: 

The  master  is  liable  for  the  negligent  act 
of  his  chauffeur,  notwithstanding  he  was 
using  the  car  for  his  own  benefit. 

Joel  V.  Morison,  6  Car.  &  P.  SOI;  Bir- 
mingham Waterworks  Co.  v.  Hubbard,  86 
Ala.  179,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  35,  4  So.  607; 
Venables  v.  Smith,  L.  R.  2  Q.  B.  Div.  270; 
Noblesville  &  E.  Gravel  Road  Co.  v.  Gause, 

20  i..K.A.  (N.S.) 


76  Ind.  142,  40  Am.  Rep.  224;  Bowler  ▼. 
O'Connell,  162  Mass.  319,  27  L.ILA.  174, 
44  Am.  St.  Rep.  359,  38  N.  E.  498;  Pitt» 
burgh,  C.  ft  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Shields,  47 
Ohio  St.  387,  8  L.R.A.  464,  21  Am.  St.  Rep. 
840,  24  N.  E.  658;  Nashville  ft  C.  R.  Co.  t. 
Stames,  0  Heisk.  52,  24  Am.  Rep.  296; 
Broderick  v.  Detroit  Union  R.  Station  ft 
Depot  Co.  66  Mieh.  261,  56  Am.  Rep.  382, 
22  N.  W.  802;  Sleath  v.  Wilson,  9  Car.  ft 
P.  607;  Whitman  v.  Pearson,  37  L.  J.  C.  P. 
N.  S.  166;  Ritchie  v.  Waller,  63  Conn.  155, 
27  LJLA.  161,  38  Am.  St.  Rep.  361,  28 
Atl.  29;  Quinn  t.  Power,  87  N.  Y.  535,  41 
Am.  Rep.  392 ;  Patten  v.  Rea,  2  C.  B.  N.  S. 
606 ;  Kimball  v.  Cushman,  103  Mass.  104,  4 
Am.  Rep.  528;  Rounds  v.  Delaware,  L.  ft 
W.  R.  Co.  64  N.  Y.  129,  21  Am.  Rep.  597; 
Ewald  V.  Chicago  ft  N.  W.  R.  Co.  70  Wis. 
420,  5  Am.  St.  Rep.  178,  36  N.  W.  12;  Mc- 
Gregor V.  Auld,  83  Wis.  539,  53  N.  W.  845; 
Helmke  v.  Thilmany,  107  Wis.  216,  83 
N.  W.  360;  Limpus  v.  London  General 
Omnibus  Co.  1  Hurlst.  ft  C.  526,  17  Eng. 
Rul.  Cas.  268;  Wolfe  v.  Mersereau,  4  Duer, 
473;  Mott  V.  Consumers'  Ice  Co.  73  N.  Y. 
543;  Arasmith  v.  Temple,  11  III.  App.  39; 
Pittsburgh,  C.  ft  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Kirk,  102 
Ind.  399,  52  Am.  Rep.  675,  1  N.  E.  849. 

Automobiles  are  dangerous  agencies. 

Ingraham  v.  Stockamore,  63  Misc.  114, 
118  N.  Y.  Supp.  399;  Weil  v.  Kreutzer 
(Ky.)  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  657,  121  S.  W.  471; 
MoFern  v.  Gardner,  121  Mo.  App.  1,  97  8. 
W.  972;  Hall  v.  Compton,  130  Mo.  App. 
675,  108  S.  W.  1122;  Indiana  Springs  Co. 
v.  Brown,  165  Ind.  466,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  238, 
74  N.  E.  615,  6  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  656; 
Dudley  v.  Northampton  Street  R.  Co.  202 
Mass.  443,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  561,  89  N.  E. 
25;  Barmore  v.  Vicksburg,  S.  ft  P.  R.  Co. 
85  Miss.  426,  70  L.RJ\..  627,  38  So.  210,  3 
A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  594. 

Messrs.  Doe  &  Ballhorn,  for  respondent: 

A  master  is  not  liable  for  his  servant's 
negligence  in  driving  an  automobile  too 
fast,  when  the  driver  is  using  it  for  his  own 
purposes. 

Patterson  v.  Kates,  162  Fed.  481 ;  Sister 
V.  Advance  Thresher  Co.  97  Minn.  305,  107 
N.  W.  133;  Lots  v.  Hanlon,  217  Pa.  339, 
10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  202,  118  Am.  St.  Rep.  922, 
66  Atl.  525,  10  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  731; 
Stewart  v.  Baruch,  103  App.  Div.  577,  03 
N.  y.  Supp.  161;  Clark  v.  Buckmobile  Co. 
107  App.  Div.  120,  94  N.  Y.  Supp.  771; 
Reynolds  v.  Buck,  127  Iowa,  601,  103  N-. 
W.  946;  Quigley  v.  Thompson,  211  Pa.  107, 
60  Atl.  606;  Evans  v.  A.  L.  Dyke  Auto- 
mobile Supply  Co.  121  Mo.  App.  266,  101  S. 
W.  1132;  Jones  ▼.  Hoge,  47  Wash.  663,  14 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  216,  125  Am.  St.  Rep.  915, 
92  Pac.  433;  McCarthy  v.  Timmins,  178 
Mass.  378,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  490,  69  N.  E. 
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1038;  Herlihy  v.  Smith,  116  Mass.  265; 
New  York,  L.  E.  &  W.  R.  Co.  v.  New  Jer- 
sey Electric  R.  Co.  60  N.  J.  L.  338,  38  Atl. 
828,  affirmed  in  61  N.  J.  L.  287,  43  L.R~A. 
849,  41  Atl.  1116;  Doran  ▼.  Thomsen,  74 
N.  J.  L.  445,  00  Atl.  897 ;  Cunningham  V. 
Castle,  127  App.  Div.  580,  111  N.  Y.  Supp. 
1057;  Hiiddy,  Automobiles,  pp.  226,  245, 
247,  250;  Sarver  v.  Mitchell,  35  Pa.  Super. 
Ct.  69;  Dan  forth  v.  Fisher,  75  N.  H.  Ill, 
21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  93,  71  Atl.  535;  Parsons 
▼.  Wisner,  113  N.  Y.  Sup;).  022;  Bohan  v. 
Metropolitan  Exp.  Co.  122  App.  Div.  500, 
107  N.  Y.  Supp.  530;  Eravcrnian  v.  Hart, 
105  N.  Y.  Supp.  107;  Lewis  v.  Amorous,  3 
Ga.  App.  50,  59  S.  E.  338;  Berry,  Automo- 
biles, p.  120;  Garretzen  v.  Ducnckel,  50  Mo. 
104,  11  Am.  Rep.  406;  Fiske  v.  Enlers,  73 
Conn.  338,  47  Atl.  681;  Fish  v.  Coolidge, 
47  App.  Div.  150,  62  N.  Y.  Supp.  238;  Bard 
V.  Yohn,  26  Pa.  482;  Way  v.  Powers,  57 
Vt.  135;  Hiroux  v.  Baum,  137  Wis.  197, 
10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  332,  138  N.  W.  633;  Mad- 
dox  V.  Brown,  71  Me.  432,  36  Am.  Rep.  336; 
Winkler  v.  Fisher,  95  Wis.  355,  70  N.  W. 
477;  Kumba  v.  Gilham,  103  Wis.  312,  79 
N.  W.  325. 

If  the  servant  steps  aside  from  his  mas- 
ter's business,  for  however  short  a  time, 
to  do  an  act  not  connected  with'  such  busi- 
ness, the  relation  of  master  and  servant  is 
suspended,  and  the  act  of  the  servant  dur- 
ing such  intervals  is  not  to  be  attributed  to 
the  master. 

Berry,  Automobiles,  126,  127;  Sullivan  v. 
Morrice,  109  111.  App.  660;  Morler  v.  St. 
Paul,  M.  &  M.  R.  Co.  31  Minn.  361,  47  Am. 
Rep.  793,  17  N.  W.  952;  Barmore  v.  Vicks- 
burg,  S.  &  P.  R.  Co.  85  Miss.  426,  70  L.RA. 
627,  38  So.  210,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  594; 
Cosgrove  v.  Ogden,  49  N.  Y.  255,  10  Am. 
Rep.  361;  McCarthy  v.  Timmina,  supra; 
Higgins  V.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  166  N. 
Y.  75,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  637,  60  N.  E.  600; 
Foster-Herbert  Cut  Stone  Co.  v.  Pugh,  115 
Tenn.  688,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  804,  112  Am. 
St  Rep.  881,  91  8.  W.  199;  Slater  t.  Ad- 
vance Thresher  Co.  supra;  Mouse  v.  A.  N. 
Kellogg  Newspaper  Co.  58  Minn.  406,  59 
N.  W.  941;  Clancy  v.  Barker,  69  L.R.A. 
653,  66  C.  C.  A.  469,  131  Fed.  101;  Cava- 
nagh  V.  Dinsmore,  12  Hun,  465;  Storey  v. 
Ashton,  L.  J.  38  Q.  B.  223;  King  v.  New 
York  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  66  N.  Y.  181,  23 
Am.  Rep.  37. 

An  act  of  the  servant  is  not  necessarily 
within  the  scope  of  his  employment  because 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  servant  to  serve 
or  benefit  the  master. 

Berry,  Automobiles,  130,  131:  Brown  v. 
Jarvia  Engineering  Co.  166  Maits.  76,  32 
L.R.A.  605,  55  Am.  St.  Rep.  382,  43  N.  E, 
1118;  Daniel  t.  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co. 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


136  N.  C.  517,  07  L.R.A.  455,  48  S.  E.  816, 
1  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  718. 

The  test  of  the  liability  of  the  master  is 
the  determination  of  the  question  whether 
the  servant — assuming  him  to  have  been 
negligent,  and  the  deceased  free  from  negli- 
gence— ^was  acting,  at  the  time,  within  the 
scope  of  his  employment;  that  is  to  say, 
doing  any  act  in  furtherance  of  his  master's 
business  as  distinguished  from  his  own  busi- 
ness or  pleasure. 

Berry,  Automobiles,  §  144;  Barmore  v. 
Vicksburg,  S.  &  P.  R.  Co.  and  Cosgrove  v. 
Ogden,  supra;  Gregory  v.  Ohio  River  R.  Co. 
37  W.  Va.  606,  10  S.  E.  819. 

An  automobile  is  not  a  "dangerous  ap- 
pliance" in  the  sense  that  a  master  who  in- 
trusts the  custody  and  control  of  a  dan- 
gerous appliance  or  agency  to  the  manage- 
ment of  a  servant  cannot  avoid  responsibil- 
ity for  injuries  inflicted  thereby,  because 
the  servant,  in  the  particular  act  com- 
plained of,  was  acting  outside  the  scope  of 
his  employment. 

Berry,  Automobiles,  §  145;  Barmore  ▼, 
Vicksburg,  S.  &  P.  R.  Co.  supra;  Merschel  v. 
Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  121  Ky.  620,  85  S. 
W.  710;  Cleveland,  C.  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Keary, 
3  Ohio  St.  201;  Jones  v.  Hoge;  Cunning- 
ham V.  Castle;  King  v.  New  York  C.  &  H. 
R.  R.  Co.;  Slater  v.  Advance  Thresher  Co.; 
and  Garretzen  t.  Duenckel, — supra. 

Siebecker,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  questions  as  to  the  defendant's  lia- 
bility which  arise,  if  it  be  assumed  that  the 
evidence  permitted  the  inferences  that  the 
chauffeur's  negligence  was  the  proximate 
cause  of  decedent's  injuries,  and  that  she 
was  free  from  contributory  negligence,  are 
these:  First,  Is  an  automobile  per  «e  a 
dangerous  machine?  And,  secondly.  Was 
the  chaufTeur  acting  within  the  scope  of  his 
employment  while  driving  the  car  at  the 
time  of  the  accident? 

Upon  the  first  inquiry  we  discover  noth- 
ing in  the  construction,  operation,  and  use 
of  the  automobile  requiring  that  it  be 
placed  in  the  category  with  the  locomotive, 
ferocious  animals,  dynamite,  and  other  dan- 
gerous contrivances  and  agencies.  When 
properly  handled  and  used,  automobiles  are 
as  readily  and  effectually  regulated  and 
controlled  as  other  vehicles  in  common  use, 
and,  when  so  used,  they  are  reasonably  free 
from  dangers.  "The  dangers  incident  to 
their  use  as  motor  vehicles  are  commonly 
the  result  of  the  negligent  and  reckless  con- 
duct of  those  in  charge  of  and  operating 
them,  and  do  not  inhere  in  the  construc- 
tion and  use  of  the  vehicles.  It  is  well 
known  that  they  are  being  devoted  to  and 
used  for  the  purposes  of  traffic,  and  as  con* 
25 
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Teyances  for  the  pleasure  and  convenience 
of  all  classes  of  persons,  and  without  men 
ace  to  the  safety  of  those  using  them  or  to 
others  upon  the  same  highway  when  they 
are  operated  with  reasonable  care.  The  de- 
fendant cannot  therefore  be  held  liable  upon 
the  ground  that  the  automobile  is  a  dan- 
gerous contrivance.  This  view  has  been 
adopted  by  the  courts  in  the  following  cases. 
Slater  v.  Advance  Thresher  Co.  97  Minn. 
305,  107  N.  W.  133;  Mclntyre  v.  Orner, 
166  Ind.  57,  4  L.R.A.(N5.)  1130,  117  Am. 
St.  Rep.  359,  70  N.  E.  760,  8.  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  1087;  Lewis  v.  Amorous,  3  Ga.  App. 
60,  69  S.  E.  338;  Jones  v.  Hoge,  47  Wash. 
663,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  216,  125  Am.  St.  Rep. 
915,  92  Pac.  433;  Cunningham  v.  Castle, 
127  App.  Div.  680,  111  N.  Y.  Supp.  1057. 

Whether  the  chauffeur,  at  the  time  of  the 
accident,  was  acting  within  the  scope  of  his 
.employment,  involves  an  inquiry  into  the 
contract  of  his  employment,  and  the  relation 
of  his  acts  at  the  time  of  the  accident  to 
the  service  he  actually  performed  pursuant 
to  his  employment.  The  facts  are  that, 
under  his  contract  of  service  with  John  Mc- 
Naughton,  the  owner  of  the  automobile  and 
the  defendant  in  this  case,  he  was  to  care 
for  and  operate  the  machine  at  the  request 
and  direction  of  the  defendant  or  any  mem- 
ber of  his  family;  that  he  was  to  devote 
his  time  to  the  performance  of  such  services 
during  the  day,  and  was  to  perform  the 
actual  duties  of  a  chauffeur;  that  the  de- 
fendant did  not  undertake  to  furnish  him 
his  meals,  and  for  his  midday  meal  he  was 
allowed  to  go  to  his  home,  about  1  mile 
distant  from  the  defendant's  residence, 
where  the  automobile  was  kept;  that  he 
usually  walked  to  his  home  for  this  meal; 
that  he  had  used  the  automobile,  probably 
ten  times,  to  make  this  trip,  without  ob- 
taining the  permission  or  consent  of  the 
defendant  or  any  member  of  his  family  so 
to  do;  that  he  so  used  the  machine  on  the 
day  in  question;  and  that  he  passed  in  and 
out  of  the  defendant's  premises  adjacent  to 
the  house  on  such  occasions,  and  that  the 
defendant  was  at  his  home  on  some  of 
them.  The  defendant  testifies  that  he  at 
no  time  gave  permission  to  or  authorized 
the  chauffeur  to  so  use  the  automobile,  and 
that  he  had  no  knowledge  that  it  was  being 
used  by  him  for  this  purpose. 

It  is  obvious  from  the  conditions  of  the 
contract  of  employment  that  it  did  not  em- 
brace the  use  of  the  automobile  by  the 
chauffeur  for  going  to  his  meals;  and  the 
question  therefore  is:  Do  the  facts  war- 
rant the  inference  that  this  use  of  it  by 
the  chauffeur  was,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  "a  permissive  privilege  granted 
to  .  .  .  [him],  of  which  he  availed 
himself,  to  facilitate  his  labor  and  service, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


and  .  .  .  equally  connected  with  it  and 
the  relation  of  master  and  servant?"  Ewald 
V.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co.  70  Wis.  428,  6 
Am.  St.  Rep.  178,  36  N.  W.  15.  It  is  strenu- 
ously urged  that  the  evidence  on  this  sub- 
ject permits  of  such  an  inference.  This  con- 
tention is  made  on  the  grounds  that  the 
chauffeur  used  this  machine  to  further  his 
master's  interests;  that  he  thereby  reduced 
the  time  for  getting  his  meals,  and  thus 
was  able  to  devote  more  time  to  the  serv- 
ice of  the  defendant;  that  the  defendant 
gave  him  the  control  of  the  machine  for  the 
day  without  restriction,  thereby  enabling 
him  to  use  it  for  this  purpose;  and  that 
these  and  all  the  other  conditions  of  his 
employment  and  service  make  the  use  of 
the  machine  on  these  occasions  one  within 
the  privileges  of  his  service,  for  facilitating 
his  labor  and  service,  thus  bringing  it  with- 
in the  scope  and  course  of  his  employment. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  the  facts  of  the  ca.ie 
do  not  permit  of  this  inference.  The  con- 
ditions of  the  contract  of  employment,  un- 
der which  the  chauffeur  was  to  provide  him- 
self with  meals,  carried  with  it  the  fur- 
ther condition  that  he  was  to  have  t'le  re- 
quired time  at  noonday,  and  mi,';lit  leave 
the  service  for  such  a  period  of  tiire  as 
was  required  under  the  circumstances,  for 
this  personal  and  private  purpose.  While 
he  was  so  engaged,  his  employment  and  the 
relation  of  master  and  servant  were  sus- 
pended for  the  time  being,  unless  the  facts 
of  the  pase  show  that  the  defendant  con- 
sented to  the  chauffeur  availing  himself  of 
this  use  of  the  machine  to  facilitate  his 
labor  and  service,  and  in  furtherance  of 
tne  defendant's  interests.  The  evidence  will 
not  support  this  inference.  It  is  reasonably 
clear  and  certain  that  the  defendant  by 
his  words,  acts,  and  conduct  never  gave 
consent  or  permission  to,  nor  did  the  con- 
tract of  employment  authorize,  such  a  use 
of  the  machine  by  the  servant.  The  facts 
and  circumstances  fail  to  show  that  the 
chauffeur  was  performing  an  act  in  obedi- 
ence to  an  order  or  direction  of  the  de- 
fendant or  a  member  of  his  family,  or  that 
he  was  doing  something  with  the  implied 
consent  of  the  defendant.  The  law  govern- 
ing the  liability  of  a  master  for  the  acts 
of  the  servant  in  this  class  of  cases  is  em- 
bodied in  the  following  comprehensive  state- 
ment: "For  all  acts  done  by  a  servant  in 
obedience  to  the  express  orders  or  diree- 
tions  of  the  master,  or  in  the  execution  of 
the  master's  business,  within  the  scope  of 
his  employment,  and  for  acts  in  any  sense 
warranted  by  the  express  or  implied  au- 
thority conferred  upon  him,  considering 
the  nature  of  the  services  required,  the  in- 
structions given,  and  the  circumstances  un- 
'  der  which  the  act  is  done,  the  master  is  re- 
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ipon«ibl«."  Ritchie  ▼.  Waller,  63  Conn.  160, 
27  luR.A.  161,  38  Am.  St.  Rep.  361,  28 
Atl.  29.  While  the  rule  of  such  liability 
miv  readily  be  comprehended,  its  applica- 
tion to  the  varying  facts  in  cases  of  this 
class  is  often  attended  with  difficulty.  The 
ultimate  inquiry  usually  resolves  itself  into 
one  of  fact,  under  the  particular  evidential 
facts  and  eircumstancea  of  the  case.  Other 
cases,  similar  in  their  nature  and  circum- 
stances, are  of  service  as  an  aid  to  the  court 
in  ascertaining  what  conditions  are  deemed 
to  be  within  or  without  this  rule  of  lia- 
bility. We  cite  the  following  as  bearing 
on  the  subject.  Joel  r.  Morison,  6  Car.  ft 
P.  501;  Maddox  v.  Brown,  71  Me.  432,  30 
Am.  Rep.  336;  Slater  ▼.  Advance  Thresher 
Co.  and  Jones  ▼.  Hoge,  supra. 

Upon  these  considerations  it  must  be  held 
that  the  facts  in  evidence  do  not  permit  of 
the  inference  that  the  chauffeur,  at  the  time 
of  the  accident,  was  acting  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  defendant's  business,  or  that 
the  defendant  granted  him  the  privilege  of 
nsing  the  machine  on  this  occasion  to 
facilitate  his  labor  and  service,  and  that  the 
acts  of  the  chauffeur  were  not  connected 
with  his  service,  and  were  not  performed 
within  the  course  of  his  employment. 

This  conclusion  disposes  of  the  case,  and 
no  other  question  need  be  considered. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


WISCONSIN  SUPREME  COURT. 

AUGUST  BRENGER,  Reapt., 

v. 

LOUISA  BRENGER,  Appt 

(—  Wis.  — ,  126  N.  W.  109.) 

Divorce  —  permanent  alimony  ^  gov- 
erninK  lawr. 

1.  Authority  to  allow  permanent  alimony 
to  a  party  in  a  divorce  action,'  or  a  por- 
tion of  the  property  of  the  parties  to  one 
of  them,  as  a  permanent  settlement  of  their 
property  rights,  is  referable  wholly  to  the 
written  law. 

Same  —  to  hnnbancl. 

2.  Permanent  alimony  is  allowable  out  of 
the  property  and  earnin<;B  of  a  divorced 
husband  to  his  divorced  wife,  but  not  to  the 
former  out  of  the  earnings  and  property  of 
the  Utter. 

Same  ^  property  rlgrhts  —  adjustment. 

3.  The  property  of  the  husband  and  that 
of  the  wife  derived  from  him  may  be  con- 

Headnotes  by  Mabshaix,  J. 


Note.  —As  to  allowance  of  alimony  or 
suit  money  to  husband  in  action  for  di- 
vorce, see  notes  to  Greene  v.  Greene,  34 
L.R.A.  110,  and  State  ex  rel.  Hargert  v. 
Templeton,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  234.  . 
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sidered  together  in  making  a  permanent  ad- 
justment of  the  property  rights,  upon  a  ju- 
dicial  termination   of   their    marital    rela- 
tions. 
Same  —  separate  property  of  wife. 

4.  Upon  such  termination  no  part  of  the 
separate  property  of  the  wife  not  derived 
from  the  husband  can  properly  be  devested 
and  transferred  to  the  husband  or  burdened 
by  his  debts. 

Same  —  division   of   property  —  convey- 
ance to  wife — condition  subsequent. 

5.  In  adjusting  property  rights  of  the 
parties  in  a  divorce  action,  in  case  an  estate 
shall  have  been  during  coverture  conveyed 
to  the  wife  by  the  husband,  to  compensate 
her  for  care  of  him,  and  she  shall  have, 
without  reasonable  excuse,  defaulted  in  that 
regard,  the  transfer  should,  by  rules  for 
judicial  construction,  be  held  to  have  been 
made  upon  condition  subsequent,  and,  be- 
cause of  the  default,  should  be  restored  to 
him,  and  the  condition  thus  created  be 
then  dealt  with,  in  settling  matters  respect- 
ing alimony  to  her,  for  division  of  property 
between  the  parties. 

Same  •—  alimony  —  -what  constitutes. 

6.  Every  provision  for  support  in  a  judg- 
ment in  a  divorce  action,  whether  it  requires 
payment  of  money  at  intervals  or  in  a  gross 
sum,  is  to  be  regarded  as  "alimony," 
whether  so  expressly  stated  or  not. 
Same  —  division  of  property  —  govern- 
ing law. 

7.  Judicial  authority  to  make  a  division 
of  property  between  t^"  parties  to  an  actioti 
for  a  divorce  is  re'fruble  solely  to  §  2364, 
Stat.  1898. 

Same  —  separate  property  of  wife  — 
transfer  to  husband. 

8.  Under  such  section  no  power  is  given 
to  take  any  part  of  the  separate  property  of 
the  wife  not  derived  from  the  husband,  and 
transfer  the  same  to  the  latter,  while  au- 
thority in  that  regard  is  expressly  nega- 
tived by  §  2372,  SUt.  1898. 

Same  — alimony  —  rights  of  creditors. 

9.  An  allowance  for  support  adjudged  in  a 
divorce  action  does  not  constitute  indebted- 
ness to  the  party  in  whose  favor  the  allow- 
ance is  made,  which  can  be  reached  by  cred- 
itors of  the  latter. 

Same  ^  money  payments. 

10.  Payments  in  money  required  by  the 
judgment  in  a  divorce  action,  to  be  made  by 
one  party  to  the  other,  as  the  portion  of 
that  other  upon  a  division  of  the  property 
of  the  parties,  may  be  reached  by  the  credit- 
ors of  that  other. 

Trial  —  by  court  —  findings  of  fact. 

11.  The  findings  of  fact  in  an  action  tried 
by  the  court  should  severally  cover  all  of 
the  material  issues  raised  by  the  pleadings, 
carefully  excluding  all  other  matters,  and 
the  paper  should  be  drafted  from  a  strictly 
judicial  view  point. 

Divorce  —  settlentent  of  property  rights 
—  exemptions  —  preservation. 

12.  In  settling  the  property  rights  of  par- 
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ties  upon  a  judicial  dissolution  of  their  mar- 
riage contract,  it  is  proper,  if  not  the  duty 
of  the  court,  to  so  provide  as  to  preserve  to 
them,  subject  to  their  individual  rights,  after 
the  separation,  of  contracting  to  the  con- 
trary, their  statutory  exemptions  from 
claims  of  creditors;  while  at  the  same  time 
the  indebtedness  of  each,  in  determining  the 
property  status  to  be  dealt  with  in  settling 
property  rights,  should  be  considered. 

(February  22,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Shawano  Coun- 
ty granting  plaintiff  a  divorce  and  alimony. 
Modified. 

Statement  by  Marshall,  J.: 

Action  for  divorce.  The  facts  as  found, 
or  appear  by  the  evidence,  are  these:  Plain- 
tiff and  defendant  lived  together  as  man  and 
wife  for  some  eighteen  years  prior  to  their 
separation,  which  occurred  some  time  before 
the  action  was  commenced.  Each  of  the 
parties,  when  they  intermarried,  had  chil- 
dren by  a  former  marriage,  all  of  whom  are 
now  able  to  care  for  themselves.  There  are 
two  children  by  their  union,  both  also  being 
of  sufficient  age  to  care  for  themselves  and 
be  of  some  help  to  the  defendant,  with  whom 
they  reside.  At  the  time  of  the  marriage, 
each  had  property  of  the  value  of  some  $800. 
They  soon  purchased  80  acres  of  land  for  a 
home,  each  paying  one  half  of  the  consid- 
eration. They  took  the  title  to  the  realty 
jointly,  and  made  their  home  on  the  land 
till  the  separation.  Some  time  after  the 
first  purchase,  the  parties  acquired  40  acres 
of  land  additional,  which  was  practically 
paid  for  jointly,  and  the  title  taken  accord- 
ingly. The  income  of  the  property,  together 
with  the  sum  of  $1,400  in  money,  which 
came  to  the  hands  of  the  plaintiff,  belonging 
to  his  children  by  his  first  marriage,  was 
expended  in  making  improvements  on  the 
farm  and  acquiring  personal  property  for 
use  in  connection  therewith. 

Plaintiff's  entire  money  investment  in  the 
property,  including  the  children's  fund  and 
excluding  the  income,  is  $2,200,  with  inter- 
est on  $800,  from  1894,  and  on  $1,400,  from 
1898.  The  entire  money  invested  by  defend- 
ant on  the  same  basis  is  $800,  with  inter- 
est from  1894.  The  total  value  of  the  prop- 
erty is  about  $6,200.  Plaintiff  owes  one  of 
defendant's  children  $400,  for  work  done  on 
the  joint  property.  He  is  about  sixty-one 
years  of  age  and  defendant  fifty-seven.  She 
is  a  strong,  capable  woman,  in  fairly  good 
health,  and  of  good  ability  to  care  for  her- 
self. He,  for  more  than  fourteen  years,  has 
been  so  crippled  and  infirm  as  to  be  unable 
to  do  anything.  He  is  now  blind,  and  needs 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


personal  attention  by  others.  In  1004,  for 
the  purpose  of  compensating  defendant  for 
rendering  him  needed  attention  and  sup- 
porting him  in  their  home,  he  quitclaimed 
to  her  his  half  of  the  homestead  80,  worth 
at  least  $2,000.  From  that  time  she  has  pos- 
sessed and  used  all  of  the  property  of  the 
parties  substantially  as  if  it  were  her  own. 
A  few  days  after  defendant  obtained  the 
conveyance,  she  placed  a  mortgage  on  the 
property  to  obtain  $600,  which  she  gave  to 
her  son  by  the  former  husband,  and  she  now 
owes  the  debt  There  is  a  judgment  debt 
against  plaintiff  for  the  money  belonging  to 
his  children,  which  he  used  as  aforesaid,  of 
$2,847.35,  rendered  May  8,  1908,  but  it  was 
.said  on  the  trial  that  could  be  settled  for 
$1,500,  in  case  of  payment  being  made  with- 
in a  reasonable  time.  For  a  long  period 
before  the  action  was  commenced,  defend- 
ant treated  plaintiff  in  a  most  cruel  and 
inhuman  manner.  Such  treatment  was  rep- 
rehensible to  a  high  degree  before  the  de- 
fendant obtained  the  deed  aforesaid,  but 
was  worse  thereafter.  She  made  his  life 
miserable,  and  practically  forced  him  from 
his  home  and  to  subsist  by  charity.  For 
over  a  year  he  has  been  a  public  charge  be- 
cause of  defendant's  bad  treatment.  He  has 
made  repeated  unsuccessful  efforts  to  be- 
come sufficiently  reconciled  with  her  to  en- 
able him  to  obtain  support  in  the  home,  and 
was  compelled  to  commence  this  action,  in 
order  to  secure  a  part  of  the  property  de- 
scribed and  devote  it  to  his  own  use,  in- 
stead of  having  to  depend  on  charity.  She 
is  entirely  to  blame  for  the  unhappy  con- 
dition. He  has  promised  to  reimburse  the 
town  which  relieved  his  necessities.  That 
will-  take  about  $200.  He  is  indebted  to 
his  attorney  for  upwards  of  $100. 

On  the  situation  aforesaid  the  court  con- 
cluded, as  matter  of  law,  and  adjudged  ac- 
cordingly, that  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  a 
divorce,  as  prayed  for,  and  to  have  out  of 
the  property  $200  to  reimburse  the  town; 
also  $100,  and  such  other  sura  as  he  might 
have  to  expend,  as  expenses  of  the  litiga- 
tion; also  to  have  his  clothing  and  carpen- 
ter's tools  and  an  allowance  ol  $25  per 
month,  payable  every  three  months  during 
his  life,  on  the  first  days  of  January,  April, 
July,  and  October  in  each  year,  the  same  to 
be  a  lien  on  all  of  the  real  estate  owned  by 
the  parties,  or  either  of  them,  and  that, 
subject  to  such  lien  and  other  existing  liens 
and  debts  mentioned,  defendant  was  enti- 
tled to  all  the  property,  with  a  privilege  to 
discharge  the  lien  for  the  quarterly  pay- 
ments aforesaid,  by  paying  to  the  plaintiff 
$2,000,  and  that  she  should  pay  the  costs 
of  the  litigation. 

She  appealed. 
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Mr.  John  Bottensefe,  for  appellant: 

In  divorce  actions,  including  adjudica- 
tions as  to  alimony  and  the  division  or  par- 
tition of  property  therein  concerned,  the 
courts  have  no  jurisdictiun  except  that  by 
statute  granted. 

Damon  v.  Damon,  28  Wis.  614;  Barker  t. 
Dayton,  28  Wis.  367 ;  Martin  v.  Martin,  112 
Wis.  314,  87  K.  W.  232,  88  N.  W.  215. 

Even  tliough  the  wife  be  the  greater  sin- 
ner, she  is  entitled,  for  her  support  and 
maintenance,  to  some  share  or  part  of  the 
plaintiiTs  property  on  a  division  thereof. 

Helden  v.  Helden,  7  Wis.  296;  Vamey  V. 
Varney,  58  Wis.  1»,  16  N.  W.  36. 

Messrs.  Eberlein  &  Eberlein,  for  re- 
spondent: 

The  court  has  authority,  where  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  require  it,  to  grant 
to  the  wife  little  or  none  of  the  husband's 
property. 

Uecker  v.  Thiedt,  133  Wis.  148,  113  N.  W. 
447. 

Marshall,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  circuit  court  seems  to  have  decreed 
that  appellant  should  pay,  as  alimony,  to 
respondent  $25  per  month,  and  burdened 
her  property  with  a  lien  to  secure  such  pay- 
ment. DoubtleES  it  was  supposed  such  meth- 
od of  treating  the  complicated  property  sit- 
uation, in  view  of  the  wholly  dependent 
character  of  respondent  and  the  very  rep- 
rehensible conduct  of  appellant,  was  the 
most  equitable  one  to  adopt;  that,  from  a 
business  and  humane  standpoint  as  well, 
respondent  could  best  be  provided  for  in 
that  way,  and  appellant  had  no  reason  to 
complain  which  equity  could  recognize. 

The  difficulty  with  the  conclusion  reached 
is  that  it  has  no  legitimate  basis  in  the  law 
to  rest  upon.  A  court  of  equity  has  very 
great  power  in  a  purely  equity  case,  and 
not  much  less,  perhaps,  in  a  purely  statu- 
tory action,  as  far  as  governed  by  equitable 
principles.  But  such  power  does  not  go  to 
the  extent  of  violating  the  written  law. 

The  statute  (Stat.  1898,  S  2364)  provides 
for  compelling  the  former  husband  of  a  di- 
vorced woman  to  pay  her  alimony  out  of  his 
estate  and  earnings  during  their  joint  lives, 
but  not  for  compelling  a  divorced  wife  to 
bear  such  a  burden  on  account  of  the  hus- 
band. Keither  the  written  nor  the  unwrit- 
ten law  justifies  adjudging  alimony  to  the 
former  husband  out  of  the  divorced  wife's 
property  and  earnings. 

At  this  point  we  should  say,  in  passing, 
we  are  speaking  of  alimony  strictly  so- 
called,  not  division  of  property.  The  whole 
subject  having  been  covered  by  statute,  with 
the  evident  purpose  of  superseding  the  sys- 
tem at  common  law,  we  must  find  warrant 
2«  LJLA.(N.S.) 


in  the  written  law  for  the  disposition  of 
property  complained  of,  or  condemn  it. 

As  said  by  a  standard  text  writer:  "No 
instance  could  occur  at  common  law  in  which 
the  court  would  decree  alimony  to  the  hus- 
band; and,  in  the  absence  of  any  statute 
creating/  such  liability,  the  wife  would  not 
be  liable  to  an  action  for  alimony,  although 
she  is  enabled  by  statute  to  hold  and  trans- 
fer real  and  personal  property  in  her  own 
nanie  and  right."  2  Nelson,  Div.  &  Sep. 
i  904. 

True,  the  commentator  suggests  that,  un- 
der a  system  permitting  a  husband's  proper- 
ty to  be  transferred  to  the  wife,  equitable 
considerations  would  seem  to  justify  bur- 
dening the  same  with  alimony  in  favor  of 
the  husband.  But  it  is  considered  that  is  a 
matter  which  the  lawmaking  power  should 
deal  with,  since  the  legislature  planned  to 
wholly  provide  for  such  matters  by  the 
written  law.    Other  courts  have  so  held. 

In  Soraers  v.  Somers,  39  Kan.  132,  17  Pac. 
841,  the  court  observed  that  there  was  no 
judicial  authority  for  giving  the  husband 
alimony.  "The  domestic  relations  will  have 
to  be  readjusted  by  the  legislature,  and  an 
obligation  cast  upon  the  wife  to  support  the 
husband,  before  such  an  action  can  be  main- 
tained," said  the  court,  speaking  evidently 
of  an  obligation  to  so  support  after  a  de- 
cree of  permanent  separation.  It  must  be 
remembered  in  this  connection  that  perma- 
nent alimony,  alimony  after  dissolution  of 
the  marriage  contract,  is  wholly  a  creation 
of  written  law.  It  was  not  known  to  the 
common  or  ecclesiastical  law. 

One  might  fall  into  some  confusion  in 
studying  this  subject,  as  perhaps  some  text 
writers  have,  if  he  did  not  keep  in  mind  the 
principles  above  alluded  to,  upon  reading 
here  and  there  in  elementary  works  that 
alimony  may  be  granted  in  a  divorce  pro- 
ceeding, in  favor  of  the  husband,  referring 
to  such  cases  as  Small  v.  Small,  42  Iowa, 
111,  Barnes  v.  Barnes,  59  Iowa,  456,  13  N. 
W.  441,  Garnett  v.  Garnett,  114  Mass.  347, 
and  some  cases  on  the  subject  of  temporary 
alimony.  Upon  examining  them  it  will  be 
found  they  are  grounded  on  plain  statutory 
provisions.  Iowa  Code  1873,  S  2226;  Mass. 
Gen.  Stat.  1800,  chap.  107,  §  44.  The  latter 
is  as  follows:  "When  a  divorce  is  decreed 
for  any  of  the  causes  mentioned  in  §§  7  and 
10,  the  court  granting  it  may  decree  ali- 
mony to  the  wife,  or  any  share  of  her  es- 
tate, in  the  nature  of  alimony,  to  the  hus- 
band." Similar  statutes  exist  in  Rhode  Is- 
land. Pub.  Stat.  1882,  chap.  167,  §  12.  Also 
in  North  Carolina,  Washington,  and  other 
states. 

True,  the  basis  for  alimony  is  the  moral 
and  legal  duty  as  well,  of  the  husband  to 
support  his  wife,  and,  formerly,  was  with- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


390 


WISCONSIN  SUPREME  COURT. 


Jta, 


out  any  corresponding  legal  duty  of  the  wife 
to  support  the  husband.  However,  by 
§  1602,  Stat.  1898,  as  amended  by  chapter 
224,  Laws  1907,  the  wife,  "being  of  suffi- 
cient ability,"  of  a  husband  who  is  poor  and 
dependent,  is  liable  for  his  support.  But 
that  deals  with  the  domestic  relations  of 
husband  and  wife  during  the  existence  of 
the  marriage  contract.  It  is  a  part  of  the 
system  for  the  relief  and  support  of  the 
poor.  It  supplies  a  legitimate  ground  for 
further  legislation  in  respect  to  the  obliga- 
tion of  a  divorced  wife,  but  the  legislature 
has  not,  as  has  been  done  in  several  other 
states,  yet  acted  in  the  matter.  The  court 
must  wait  upon  action  by  the  lawmaking 
power. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  the  law  must  be 
declared,  thus:  The  granting  or  refusing 
of  permanent  alimony  in  a  divorce  action 
is  wholly  referable  to  the  statutes.  There 
being  no  statute  in  this  state  authorizing 
granting  of  permanent  alimony  in  favor  of 
the  husband,  out  of  the  wife's  estate,  the 
court  should  not  exercise  jurisdiction  to 
do  so. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  decree  may  be  re- 
garded as  a  division  of  property,  and  the 
judgment  sustained  on  that  ground.  It 
would  be  somewhat  difficult  to  so  regard  it 
on  principle,  and  in  face  of  the  adjudica- 
tions of  this  court.  The  award  to  the  re- 
spondent is  expressly  adjudged  for  "future 
support  and  maintenance."  The  conclusion 
of  law  upon  which  the  decree  is  based  is  in 
similar  language,  and  is  based  on  the  finding 
of  fact  "that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  an 
allowance  for  support  of  $25  per  month,"  as 
long  as  he  "shall  live."  The  allowance  has 
all  the  characteristics  of  alimony,  and  none 
of  a  division  of  property.  Sums  of  money 
to  be  paid  at  intervals  for  support  of  a 
party  to  tlie  marriage  relation,  in  cases  de- 
manding alimony,  are  such,  and  must  be 
treated  accordingly.  Bacon  y.  Bacon,  43 
Wis.  197.  Every  provision  for  support  in 
such  a  case,  whether  the  same  be  payable 
at  intervals  or  in  a  gross  sum,  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  alimony,  whether  so  expressly 
stated  or  not.  Blake  v.  Blake,  68  Wis.  303, 
32  N.  W.  48;  Maxwell  .v.  Sawyer,  90  Wis. 
352,  63  N.  W.  283;  Palica  v.  PaHca,  114  Wis. 
236,  90  N.  W.  165. 

The  foregoing  stated  principles  must  not 
be  lost  sight  of,  or  allowed  to  produce  con- 
fusion by  loose  administration,  particularly 
because  they  have  been  long  established  in 
the  jurisprudence  of  this  state,  and  apply 
in  many  situations  as  rules  of  property. 

If  it  were  proper  to  consider  the  allow- 
ance to  respondent  of  a  life  o,nnuity  of  $25 
for  his  support,  in  connection  with  the  op- 
tion given  appellant  to  discharge  the  obli- 
gation by  paying  the  sum  of  $2,000,  as  a 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


division  of  the  property,  we  would  still,  in 
an  effort  to  sustain  the  judgment,  have  to 
deal  with  the  insuperable  difficulty  that  the 
court,  in  making  the  division,  took  into  con- 
sideration property  of  the  appellant  which 
she  did  not  derive  from  her  husband,  as 
part  of  the  community  property.  Upon  no 
other  theory  could  the  result  embodied  in 
the  decree  have  been  arrived  at.  Such  the- 
ory is,  in  effect,  plainly  written  in  the  find- 
ings. The  entire  value  of  all  the  property 
was  about  $6,200.  The  entire  indebtedness 
of  both  parties,  including  what  respondent 
had  agreed  to  pay  for  his  support  after  he 
was  forced  to  leave  his  home,  and  the 
amount  due  for  expenses  of  the  litigation, 
was  over  $4,000.  The  value  of  appellant's 
property  which  she  did  not  derive  from  her 
husband  appeared,  with  reasonable  clear- 
ness, to  be  worth  not  less  than  $2,000,  after 
deducting  one-half  the  enhancement  of  the 
value  of  the  realty  by  improper  expend!- 
ture  of  the  money  belonging  to  respondent's 
children,  and  her  indebtedness  to  her  son  of 
$000.  Thus,  the  value  of  all  property  of 
both  parties,  less  their  indebtedness,  was 
not  more  than  the  siu:t  the  court  required 
appellant  to  pay  respondent  as  a  condition 
of  being  discharged  from  the  burden  of  the 
annuity,  such  annuity  and  optional  sum  be- 
ing evidently  regarded  as  equivalents.  In 
other  words,  appellant,  in  efi'ect,  was  required 
by  the  decree  to  restore  to  respondent,  for 
his  own,  or  bis  and  his  creditor's  benefit,  all 
the  property  she  received  from  him,  and 
substantially  all  her  other  property  as  well. 
How  can  that  be  called  a  statutory  division 
of  property,  or  a  just  division  from  the 
standpoint  of  mere  arbitration,  even  if  it 
were  permitted  to  the  coiu-t  to  so  deal  with 
the  rights  of  parties? 

The  appellant,  with  all  her  faults,  and 
evidently  there  were  many,  still  was  entitled 
to  her  legal  rights  and  some  degree  of  ju- 
dicial mercy  as  well.  Doubtless,  in  the  mind 
of  the  learned  court,  there  was  very  little 
of  the  latter  element,  and  we  do  not  per- 
ceive anything  in  the  record  impairing  his 
judgment  in  that  regard ;  but  the  legal  right 
of  apixillant  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  her 
separate  property  which  she  did  not  derive 
from  her  husband  was  overlooked,  and  the 
legal  effect  of  the  disposition  of  property 
made  was  not  appreciated. 

The  only  right  to  make  a  division  of  prop- 
erty upon  judicially  dissolving  a  marriage 
contract  is  referable  to  §  2304,  Stat.  1898, 
which  provides  that  "the  court  may  finally 
divide  and  distribute  the  estate,  both  real 
and  personal,  of  the  husband,  and  so  much 
of  the  estate  of  the  wife  as  shall  have  been 
derived  from  the  husband,  between  the  par- 
ties, and  devest  and  transfer  the  title  of 
any  thereof  accordingly,  having  always  due 
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regard  to  the  legal  and  equitable  rights  of 
each  party,  the  ability  of  the  husband,  the 
special  estate  of  the  wife,  the  character  and 
situation  of  the  parties,  and  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.     .    .    ." 

Thus,  the  jurisdiction  affirmatively  con- 
ferred to  distribute  the  wife's  property  is 
confined  to  .such  as  she  shall  have  derived 
from  the  husband.  To  render  it  doubly  cer- 
tain that  no  attempt  would  be  judicially 
made  to  otherwise  interfere  with  a  wife's 
property,  it  was  provided  by  §  2372,  Stat. 
1898,  that  "no  judgment"  in  a  divorce  ac- 
tion "shall  in  any  way  affect  the  right  of  a 
wife  to  the  possession  and  control'  of  her 
separate  property,  real  or  personal,  except 
as  provided  in  this  chapter.  ,  .  ."  Thus, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  judgment  here  vio- 
lated the  affirmative  and  negative  limita- 
tion of  authority. 

Looking  to  the  effect  of  the  judgment,  it 
is  no  less  bad.  If  it  be  considered  a  division 
of  property,  it  not  only  includes  the  wife's 
separate  property  not  derived  from  her  hus- 
band, as  part  of  the  fund  for  division,  but 
practically  took  all  there  is  from  appellant. 
If  she  should  accept  the  option  as  to  the 
$2,000,  the  sum  she  would  then  be  required 
to  pay  and  the  debts  would  e.xceed  the  value 
of  all  property.  If  she  should  not  take  the 
option,  the  value  of  the  annuity  and  the 
indebtedness  would  be  an  equivalent  for  the 
value  of  the  property.  Moreover,  the  prac- 
tical effect  would  probably  be  to  take  away 
from  both,  in  favor  of  creditors,  their  stat- 
utory right  of  homestead  and  other  exemp- 
tions. Her  exemptions  would  be  sacrificed 
to  pay  the  annuity  and  the  indebtedness,  if 
not  the  latter  alone,  while  the  annuity,  as 
respondent's  portion  on  a  division  of  the 
property,  might  be  subject  to  claims  of  cred- 
itors. So,  it  is  quite  within  probability 
that,  in  case  of  an  effort  to  pay  the  debts 
and  support  herself,  and  pay  the  annuity 
as  well,  appellant  would  not  only  utterly 
fail,  but  both  would  be  left  in  poverty,  not- 
withstanding at  the  start  they  had  approxi- 
mately $4,000  of  exempt  property. 

If  it  could  be  held  that  the  allowance  of 
$25  per  month  is  alimony,  it  would  not  be 
indebtedness  which  could  be  reached  by  cred- 
itors. Kempster  v.  Evans,  81  Wis.  247,  16 
L.R.A.  391,  51  N.  W.  327;  Daniels  v.  Lind- 
ley,  44  Iowa,  567;  Jordan  v.  Westerman, 
62  Mich.  170,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  836,  28  N.  W. 
826.  But  whether  support  could  be  secured 
to  respondent  to  any  extent  out  of  his  non- 
exempt  property,  to  the  prejudice  of  cred- 
itors, is  by  no  means  free  from  doubt. 

So,  in  any  view  we  can  take  of  the  judg- 
ment, it  not  only  violates  appellant's  legal 
and  equitable  rights,  but  leaves  both  par- 
ties, as  regards  property  and  future  main- 
tenance, in  a  very  deplorable  situation. 
20  L.RA.(N.8.) 


We  are  not  unmindful  of  there  being  prec- 
edents where  the  situation  was  that  of  the 
wife  having  possessed  herself  of  all  the 
property  and  being  wholly  at  fault,  as  in 
this  case,  and  the  court  having,  dealt  with 
the  matter  by  allowing  her  to  keep  such 
property,  requiring  lier  to  pay  the  husband 
semiannually  for  life  a  sum  thought  to  be 
equivalent  to  his  portion,  with  an  option  to 
convert  the  property  into  money  and  divide 
it.  Snodgrass  v.  Snodgrass,  40  Kan.  494,  20 
Pac.  203.  But  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
annual  payments  were  not  for  alimony  by 
name,  or  specified  to  be  for  support.  They 
were  expressly  required  on  account  of  a  di- 
vision of  property  all  of  which  was  derived 
from  the  husband. 

We  may  say,  in  passing,  as  an  indication 
of  the  onerous  burden  put  upon  appellant 
here,  that,  in  the  cited  case,  the  circum- 
stances were  fully  as  reprehensible  as  re- 
gards the  wife  as  in  this  instance.  The  hus- 
band was  an  old  man.  The  net  property 
was  $5,S2S,  or  more,  than  twice  the  net  in 
this  case.  Yet  the  burden  placed  thereon  in 
favor  of  the  husband,  as  his  share  of  the 
property,  was  only  one  third  the  burden  re- 
quired to  be  borne  by  appellant. 

In  the  foregoing,  we  have  not  lost  sight 
of  the  fact  that  the  judgment  indebtedness 
is  said,  in  the  findings,  to  be  for  money  re- 
ceived by  respondent  on  account  of  his  chil- 
dren, and  to  amount  to  $2,400,  which  can 
be  compromised  with  the  judgment  creditors 
for  $1,500,  or  less.  But  it  seems  the  find- 
ing is  based  on  a  stipulation  made  in  open 
court  that  the  judgment  was  entered  "for 
the  sum  of  $2,847.35,  May  8,  1908,"  and  tes- 
timony of  the  attorneys  for  the  judgment 
creditors,  that  it  could  be  "settled  for  the 
sum  of  $1,500,  if  done  within  a  reasonable 
time  and  without  further  costs."  No  pay- 
ment seems  to  have  been  made  on  the  judg- 
ment. At  this  time  it  amounts  to  about 
$3,000.  The  idea  that  it  could  be  settled 
for  $1,600  rests  on  mere  suggestion  of  the 
judgment  creditora'  attorney  as  aforesaid. 
There  is  no  binding  obligation  to  settle  the 
claim  for  less  than  the  amount  due.  So  it 
does  not  seem  there  is  any  legitimate  basis 
for  the  finding  that  the  judgment  was  only 
for  $2,400,  or  that  the  claim  could  be  settled 
for  $1,500,  and  for  an  adjustment  of  the 
property  rights  of  the  parties  accordingly. 

We  are  rather  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  finding  belongs  to  a  class  often 
found  troublesome  and  sometimes  fatal  to  a 
judgment;  those  made  by  judicial  sanction 
of  a  draft  prepared  by  attorneys  for  the  pre- 
vailing party,  following  some  general  sug- 
gestions from  the  bench  as  to  the  disposition 
of  the  case  that  would  be  made.  That  is  a 
very  dangerous  practice,  in  the  iud«rment  of 
the  writer;   a  practice  which  fails  to  re- 
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spond  to  the  command  of  the  statute  that 
"the  judge  shall  state  in  his  decision  sepa- 
rately: (1)  The  facts  found  by  him;  and 
(2)  his  conclusions  of  the  law  thereon."  As 
said,  in  effect,  on  another  occasion:  "Such 
practice,  in  the  judgment  of  the  writer,  un- 
less very  closely  guarded,  might  well  be  dis- 
continued altogether." 

"Experience  shows  that  counsel,  the  most 
able,  honorable,  and  conscientious,  .  .  . 
after  the  close  of  a  hotly  contested  case,  are 
not  in  the  frame  of  mind,  ordinarily,  best 
suited  to  drafting  the  findings  which  must 
express  the  judgment  of  the  court.  That  is 
no  criticism.  It  is  only  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  natural  infirmities  of  the  most 
perfect  of  us.  All  are  affected,  regardless 
of  ability  or  purity;  the  difference  is  in 
d^ree.  The  making  of  the  findings  is  pure- 
ly a  judicial  function."  Harrigan  v.  Gil- 
christ, 121  Wis.  127,  396,  89  N.  W.  909. 

Except  so  far  as  sanctioned  by  custom,  I 
know  of  no  warrant  for  judicial  findings  to 
be  made  up  of  suggestions,  as  to  form  and 
substance,  by  prevailing  counsel,  with  or 
without  general  declarations  from  the  judi- 
cial head  as  to  conclusions.  The  calm  sea 
level,  so  to  speak,  of  the  judicial  view,  is  re- 
quired to  respond  to  the  spirit  of  the  Code. 
It  should  be  seen  that  these  observations 
are  on  the  writer's  personal  responsibility, 
but  they  are  the  result  of  surveys  from  the 
view  point  of  a  practitioner,  a  circuit  judge, 
and  a  member  of  this  court.  Doubtless 
where  a  judge  scans  proposed  findings,  elim- 
inating everything  not  properly  a  part  of 
such  a  determination,  as  the  statute  con- 
templates, and  seeing  that  all  matters  of  ma- 
terial fact  are  covered,  the  preparation  of 
the  paper  by  counsel  proves  helpful,  and 
is  without  objection.  A  practice  in  that  re- 
spect so  guarded  would  greatly  aid  in  the 
administration  of  justice,  and  is,  perhaps, 
necessary,  especially  in  case  of  a  heavy  bur- 
den of  judicial  work. 

If  what  has  already  been  said  does  not 
fully  justify  the  criticisms  made  of  the  man- 
ner the  findings  were  prepared,  the  follow- 
ing in  connection  therewith  probably  will: 
There  is  no  separate  finding  as  to  the  value 
of  the  use  of  the  farm  during  the  time  re- 
spondent was  practically  excluded  there- 
from, though  there  was  ample  evidence  to 
justify  one  that  it  amounted  to  a  consider- 
able sum  per  year.  There  were  60  acres 
under  cultivation,  three  horses,  eleven  cows, 
and  all  accompaniments  of  a  farm  property 
of  considerable  significance,  and  no  debts  to 
pay,  or  at  least  none  were  paid.  In  stat- 
ing the  amount  of  indebtedness  of  both  par- 
ties, not  only  was  the  judgment  debt  of 
about  $3,000  without  warrant  considered  as 
$1,500,  but  only  $400  additional  was  taken 
into  consideration,  making  $1,900.  There 
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was  omitted  nearly  $1,500  of  the  judgment 
indebtedness,  $600  of  appellant's  indebted- 
ness, $200  due  from  respondent  for  his  sup- 
port, his  expenses  of  the  litigation  amount- 
ing to  at  least  $150,  making  the  whole  sum 
$4,500.  Not  only  were  there  these  omis- 
sions, but,  in  determining  the  net  prop- 
erty, the  finding  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
total  gross  amount  is  at  least  $6,200,  leav- 
ing as  the  minimum  net  $5,300;  whereas  it 
will  be  seen,  at  a  glance,  that,  on  such  basis, 
the  net  is  $4,300,  while  in  view  of  the  other 
debts  disclosed  in  the  finding  or  the  un- 
controverted  evidence,  the  net  is  about 
$1,900,-  out  of  which  appellant  was  required 
to  pay,  as  before  indicated,  $2,000  or  its 
equivalent.  This  is  at  the  expense  of  repeat 
ing  somewhat,  with  substantially  the  same 
results  as  before. 

The  judgment  as  to  the  property  must  be 
reversed  for  the  various  fatal  errors,  preju- 
dicial to  the  legal  rights  of  the  appellant, 
which  we  have  pointed  out.  It  is  thought 
best  in  remanding  the  case,  to  give  definite 
directions  as  to  closing  the  matter,  which 
the  reversal  will  leave  open.  In  doing  so 
we  must  take  into  consideration  and  give 
due  effect  to  these  particular  matters: 

(a)  Under  the  facts  respondent  is  not 
l^ally  or  equitably  entitled  to  any  alimony 
or  any  part  of  the  appellant's  property. 
He  is  not  of  sufficient  ability  to  make  pro- 
vision for  her.  As  between  the  two,  she 
neither  needs  anything  from  him  nor  de- 
serves anything. 

(b)  The  undivided  one  half  of  the  home- 
stead 40  and  one  other  having  been 
deeded  to  appellant,  to  secure  support  and 
nurture  of  respondent,  in  his  helpless  con- 
dition, during  the  balance  of  his  life,  and 
she  having  defaulted  in  that  respect  with- 
out any  reasonable  ground  therefor,  and  in- 
tensified the  wrong  by,  in  practical  <tffect, 
driving  him  from  home  to  be  an  object  of 
charity  subject  to  the  wrong  being  judi- 
cially redressed, — a  situation  exists  for  ap- 
plication of  the  rule  of  Olocke  v.  Glocke, 
113  Wis.  303,  57  L.R.A.  458,  89  N.  W.  118, 
and  similar  cases,  viz.:  In  case  of  a  con- 
veyance by  an  old  person,  of  his  property 
to  another,  to  secure  from  such  other  sup- 
port and  attention  during  the  rest  of  his 
days,  and  the  consideration  wholly  failing, 
without  reasonable  excuse,  on  the  part  of 
the  grantee, — a  court  of  equity  will,  by  rules 
for  construction,  hold  the  conveyance  to 
have  been  made  upon  condition  subsequent, 
and  deal  with  the  situation  accordingly. 

(c)  While  the  court  should  not  endeavor 
to  frame  a  judgment  so  as  to  enable  debt- 
ors to  escape  payment  of  their  just  debts, 
it  should  exercise  care  not  to  deprive  them, 
in  a  case  of  this  sort,  of  the  benefits  of  the 
statutory  policy  to  protect  such  persona  in 
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the  enjoyment  of  Bufficient  property  to  rea- 
sonably protect  them  from  coming  to  want. 

(d)  There  is,  as  appears,  substantially 
$4,000  of  exempt  property,  the  title  to  one 
half  of  which  was  in  respondent  before  he 
made  the  transfer  to  appellant,  which  must 
be  held  for  naught.  Such  one  half  was  then 
free  from  any  adverse  claim,  and  will  be 
again  upon  the  entry  of  the  final  judgment, 
except  the  $600  mortgage,  which  mortgage, 
as  between  the  parties,  should  be  regarded 
as  a  lien  only  on  appellant's  interest  in  the 
realty,  the  respondent  being  protected  by 
the  right  of  subrogation. 

(e)  The  total  money  investment  in  the 
property  by  appellant  is  $800,  whereas  she 
baa  encumbered  the  same,  as  indicated,  for 
$600.  Respondent's  money  investment  in 
the  proper^  is  $2,200. 

(f)  The  encumbrance  on  the  exempt  prop- 
erty of  the  value  of  about  $4,200  is  limited 
to  the  $600  of  appellant's  indebtedness. 
The  burden  on  appellant's  half  of  one  other 
40  consists  of  the  $600  mortgage,  and  the 
burden  on  respondent's  half  of  the  two  40's, 
other  than  the  homestead,  consists  of  such 
mortgage  as  to  one  40  and  the  judgment, 
upon  which  there  is  due  more  than  the  en- 
tire value. 

(g)  The  appellant  having  had  the  use  of 
respondent's  property  for  several  years,  un- 
der her  unperformed  agreement,  she  should 
repair  that  default  to  some  reasonable  de- 
gree. What  will  be  a  just  equivalent  for 
such  default  cannot  be  definitely  ascertained, 
but  it  satisfactorily  appears  that  it  will 
take  at  least  $300.  It  is  thought  best  to  fix 
it  at  such  sum  rather  than  to  open  the  case 
for  further  litigation,  and  to  direct  that,  in 
preparing  the  final  decree,  such  sum  shall 
be  adjudged  to  respondent,  with  costs  here- 
tofore taxed. 

(h)  The  $1,400  which,  according  to  the 
findings,  was  expended  in  improving  the 
joint  property  and,  in  the  main,  if  not  whol- 
ly, the  homestead  part,  so  far  as  now  repre- 
sented in  the  one-half  interest  owned  from  the 
first  by  appellant,  is  property  derived  from 
the  husband,  and  subject  to  division  under 
g  2364,  Stat.  1898,  so,  in  the  full  settlement 
of  property  rights  authorized  by  such  sec- 
tion, that  should  be  taken  into  considera- 
taon,  and,  under  the  facts,  should  be  in 
greater  part,  if  not  all,  restored  to  respond- 
ent. 

To  recapitulate  for  further  deflniteness, 
the  judgment  appealed  from,  except  as  to 
the  decree  of  divorce  and  award  of  costs  to 
respondent,  should  be  reversed. 

(1)  The  transfer  of  a  one-half  interest  in 
two  40*8  of  land  by  respondent  to  appellant 
should  be  adjudged  of  no  effect,  and  the 
cloud  on  title  created  thereby  should  be  ju- 
dicially removed. 
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(2)  The  $600  mortgage  placed  on  the  two 
40's  by  appellant  should,  as  to  appellant  and 
respondent,  be  adjudged  a  lien  on  the  for- 
mer's interest  in  the  realty  only,  but  with- 
out prejudice  to  whatever  rights  th%  holder 
of  the  mortgage  has. 

(3)  The  judgment  should  so  provide  that, 
if  respondent,  or  any  person  claiming  un- 
der him,  shall  pay  any  part  of  the  $600 
mortgage  indebtedness  to  relieve  his  part 
of  the  property  from  the  lien  thereon,  re- 
spondent or  such  person  shall  be  subrogated 
to  the  rights  of  the  holder  of  the  mortgage, 
as  to  the  other  one-half,  for  the  purpose  of 
reinbursement. 

(4)  The  decree  should  adjudge  to  re- 
spondent $300,  on  account  of  rents  and  prof- 
its appellant  has  unjustly  appropriated  out 
of  his  property,  thus  accomplishing  a  full 
equitable  restoration  of  such  property  to 
him. 

(6)  The  judgment  should  deal  with  the 
restored  situation  as  above,  by  devesting 
appellant  of  one  third  of  her  remaining  in- 
terest in  the  homestead  40,  and  vesting  the 
same  in  respondent,  and  by  establishing  the 
title,  right  of  possession,  and  enjoyment  of 
the  property,  in  the  parties  according  to 
their  respective  interests,  due  provision  be- 
ing made  for  subrogation  to  protect  re- 
spondent from  loss  on  account  of  the  $600 
mortgage. 

(6)  The  costs  heretofore  taxed  in  the 
court  below,  in  respondent's  favor,  should  be 
regarded  as  affirmed,  and  the  costs  taxed  in 
this  court  in  appellant's  favor  should  not 
be  enforced  against  respondent,  otherwise 
than  by  oflTsetting  the  same  against  simiB 
adjudged  to  him  in  the  uourt  below. 

If  the  result  creates  an  unpleasant  situa- 
tion for  appellant,  she  must  bear  in  mind 
that  it  has  been  made  necessary  by  her  own 
bad  conduct,  and  that  no  other  disposition 
of  the  property  seems  practicable,  which 
will  deal  justly  and  safely  with  the  re- 
spondent and  at  the  same  time  preserve  to 
both  their  statutory  rights  as  to  homestead 
and  other  exemptions.  If  the  appellant, 
having  secured  by  her  appeal  her  legal  and 
equitable  rights,  now  fails  to  recognize  re- 
spondent's rights,  so  that,  for  the  little  time 
he  may  probably  live,  he  can  enjoy  the 
property  which  has  been  acquired  by  his 
capital,  management,  and  industry,  the 
courts  will  doubtless,  find  a  way  to  deal 
with  the  matter  eflTectually.  Her  best  inter- 
est lies  in  submitting  with  becoming  humili- 
ty to  the  inevitable.  The  respondent  under 
the  judgment  will  be  awarded  his  property 
rights.  She  must  respect  them,  or  suffer 
the  result  of  remedies  which  courts  will  fur- 
nish. Her  complaint  as  to  violation  of  her 
legal  and  equitable  rights  has  been  fully 
heard  as  a  result  of  her  appeal,  while  the 
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new  disposition  of  property  matters  will  ac- 
cord with  tbe  legal  and  equitable  rights  of 
both.  She  will  have  about  $2,600  worth  of 
property  and  no  indebtedness  to  speak  of, 
except  that  contracted  for  the  benefit  of  her 
son.  Respondent  will  have  about  the  same 
amount  of  exempt  property  and  $1,300  in 
value  of  other  property,  but  face  an  indebt- 
edness to  the  amount  of  some  over  $3,600. 

Of  course,  the  disposition  of  property  by 
the  judgment  will  not  prevent  the  parties 
by  themselves,  or  through  friendly  interven- 
tion of  others,  from  making  a  different  dis- 
position by  contract.  Probably  they  will 
find  it  diSScult  to  make  a  much  different  dis- 
position, in  face  of  the  indebtedness,  with- 
out danger  of  sacrificing  their  statutory  ex- 
emptions, but  the  way  will  be  open  for  them 
to  make  such  sacrifice,  if  they  see  fit, 
though  it  is  hardly  for  the  court  to  do  it 
of  its  own  motion. 

The  judgment  appealed  from  as  to  all  ex- 
cept the  dissolution  of  the  marriage  con- 
tract, and  for  costs,  is  reversed,  and  the 
cause  remanded  for  judgment  embodying 
those  parts  not  reversed,  and  provisions  as 
to  property  rights  as  indicated  in  this  opin- 
ion. 


AI/ABAMA  SUPREME  COURT. 

W.  SMITH  EIDGE,  Appt, 

V. 

CITY  OF  BESSEMER. 
(—  Ala.  — ,  61  So.  246.) 

Municipal   corporation  —  authority  to 

prohibit  keeping  of  liqnor. 

A  municipal  corporation  has  not,  under 
its  general  powers  to  improve  the  morals, 
order,  and  comfort  of  its  inhabitants,  au- 
thority to  make  unlawful  the  keeping  on 
storage  or  deposit,  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
in  or  at  any  place  where  any  drinks  or  bev- 
erages are  kept  for  sale,  although  the  sale  of 
such  liquors  is  prohibited  by  state  laws. 

(McClellan,  Denson,  and  Simpson,  JJ.,  dis- 
sent.) 

(June  30,  1009.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  City  Court  of  Bessemer  convict- 
ing him  of  unlawfully  keeping  on  storage 
intoxicating   liquors.      Reversed. 

The  essential  sections  of  the  ordinance 
under  which  the  conviction  was  had  are  as 
follows: 

"Section  1.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  city 
council  of  Bessemer  as  follows:  That  it 
shall  be  unlawful,  and  constitute  a  violation 
of  this  ordinance,  if  any  person,  firm,  or 
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corporation  in  the  city  of  Bessemer,  have 
or  keep  on  storage  or  deposit,  or  have  there- 
in, any  vinous,  spirituous,  or  malt  liquors, 
or  intoxicating  beverages,  or  any  beverag« 
which  is  a  product  of  maltace  or  gencase  aa 
a  substantial  ingredient,  in  or  at  any  place 
where  any  drinks  or  beverages  are  sold  or 
kept  for  sale. 

"Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  ordained  by  the  city 
council  of  Bessemer  that  §  1  of  this  ordi- 
nance shall  not  apply  to  any  druggist  who 
is  a  licensed  pharmacist,  or  who  regularly 
employs  a  licensed  pharmacist,  or  who  selto 
pure  alcohol  for  medicinal  purposes  only,  or 
who  sells  grain  alcohol  to  chemists  and  bac- 
teriologists actually  engaged  in  scientific 
work,  and  for  such  purposes  only,  and  win« 
to  be  used  for  sacramental  purposes  only, 
or  from  using  alcohol  in  the  compounding 
of  prescriptions  or  other  medicines,  the  sale 
of  which  would  not  subject  them  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a  special  tax  required  of  liquor 
dealers  by  the  United  States." 

Further  facts  sufficiently  appear  in  the 
opinion. 

Messrs.  Thomas  T.  Hney  and  Plnkney 
Scott,  for  appellant: 

The  city  counsel  was  without  authority 
to  enact  an  ordinance  of  the  character  in- 
volved, unless  such  ordinance  prohibited  the 


Note.  —  Poif er  to  prohibit  the  Keeping 
of  intoxiixcting  liquor,  irrespective  of 
any  intention  to  sell  tt  in  violation  of 
law. 

As  to  the  constitutionality  of  a  statute 
making  the  possession  of  a  designated 
amount  of  intoxicating  liquor  prima  facie 
evidence  of  an  intent  to  violate  the  law 
against  illegal  sales,  see  the  note  to  State  v. 
Barrett,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  626. 

As  to  the  power  to  forbid  the  carrying  of 
intoxicating  liquors  into  a  prohibition  dis- 
trict, without  an  intent  to  sell  them,  see 
the  note  to  State  t.  Williams,  17  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)   299. 

As  to  the  power  to  prohibit  or  restrict 
one's  using  intoxicating  liquors,  or  having 
the  same  in  his  possession  for  his  own  use, 
see  the  note  to  Com.  v.  Campbell,  24  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)   172. 

Tlie  followinj;  cases  deny  the  right  of  the 
state  or  municipal  corporation  to  declare 
the  keeping  or  having  of  intoxicating  liquor 
in  one's  possession  to  be  unlawful,  irrespec- 
tive of  any  intention  to  sell  or  dispose  of  it 
contrary  to  law.  (Statutes)  Titsworth  v. 
State  (Okla.  Crim.  Rep.)  101  Pac.  288; 
Ex  parte  Brown,  38  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  205, 
70  Am.  St.  Eep.  743,  42  S.  W.  654;  State  v. 
Oilman,  33  W.  Va.  148,  6  L.R.A.  847,  10  S. 
E.  283;  (Municipal  ordinance)  Bessemer 
v.  Eidge  (Ala.)  60  So.  270;  Henderson  v. 
Heyward,  109  Ga.  373,  47  L.R.A.  366,  77 
Am.  St.  Rep.  384,  34  S.  E.  590;  Sullivan 
V.  Oneida,  61  111.  242.  Although  the  fol- 
lowing cases,  hereinafter  set  out,  are  to  the 
contrary;    See  Easley  v.  Pegg;   Wright  V. 
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storage  of  or  keeping  liquors  or  spirits  for 
tlie  purpose  of  an  illegal  sale  or  disposition 
of  sajne. 

SUte  ▼.  Gilman,  33  W.  Va.  14^  9  LuR.A. 
847,  10  S.  E.  283. 

Messrs.  B.  O.  Perry,  H.  A.  Xjock,  J.  A. 
Smith,  and  Samuel  D.  IVeaklejr  for  ap- 
pellee^ 

Sayre,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  proceeding  against  the  appellant  was 
had  under  an  ordinance  of  the  city  of  Bes- 
semer which  will  appear  in  the  reporter's 
statement  of  the  case.  It  is  at  this  day  uni- 
versally held  that  the  prohibition  by  the 
state  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors  and  beverages  within  its 
territory  is  a  constitutional  exercise  of  the 


police  power.  The  multiplication  in  recent 
years  of  statutes  and  court  decisions  relat- 
ing to  the  subject  indicates  a  general  and 
growing  determination  to  make  prohibition 
eiTective  according  to  the  popular  intent. 
Mr.  Black,  a  much-quoted  authority  on  the 
subject,  states  the  theory,  and  policy  of  such 
laws,  in  the  followiYig  language:  "The  evil 
to  be  avoided  is  the  communication  from 
one  to  another  of  an  article  which  may  be 
injurious  to  the  recipient,  or  which,  by  its 
general  use,  may  demoralize  or  harm  the 
whole  community.  It  is  not  attempted  to 
restrain  a  man's  private  indulgence  in 
drink;  but  that  is  because  the  law  deals  not 
with  the  isolated  individual,  but  with  men 
in  their  relations  to  each  other."  Black, 
Intoxicating  Liquors,  §  39.  No  purpose  to 
put  intoxicating  liquors  outside  the  pale  of 


Macon  J   Selma  v.  Brewer;  Heisembrittle  v. 
Charleston;  and  State  v.  Clark, — infra. 

The  application  of  this  rule,  in  the  fol- 
lowing cases — Ex  parte  Brown,  supra ;  State 
V.  Mclntyre,  139  N.  C.  599,  52  S.  E.  63;  and 
Sullivan  t.  Oneida,  supra — is  shown  in  the 
note  to  Com.  v.  Campbell,  supra. 

And  State  v.  Gilman,  Supra,  will  be  found 
6u£Sciently  set  out  in  the  opinion  to  Eioqe 
V.  Bebseheb. 

An  apothecary  or  pharmacist  who  keeps 
intoxicating  liquors  in  and  about  his  place 
of  business,  without  intent  to  sell  or  dispose 
thereof  in  violation  of  law,  does  not  fall 
within  the  purview  of  a  statute  requiring 
that  before  acquiring,  keeping,  using,  in  or 
about  his  pharmacy  or  apothecary,  any  li- 
quors the  sale  of  which  is  prohibited,  he 
uiall  comply  with  certain  requirements  of  the 
law,  as  any  attempt  to  prohibit  a  person  en- 
gaged in  such  a  business,  from  having  intox- 
icating liquors  about  his  place  of  business 
or  home,  would  be  unconstitutional.  Tits- 
worth  ▼.  State,  supra. 

So,  in  Bessemer  v.  Eidge,  supra,  a  munic- 
ipal ordinance  prohibiting  the  keeping  of 
any  spirituous,  etc.,  liquors  in  any  house, 
building,  or  place  where  people  resort,  pub- 
lic or  private,  for  lawful  or  unlawful  pur- 
pose, and  providing  for  its  seizure  and  con- 
fiscation without  due  process  of  law,  was 
held  to  violate  a  provision  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  declaring  that  the  people  shall  be 
secure,  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and 
possession,  from  unreasonable  seizure  or 
searches,  and  that  no  warrant  shall  issue 
to  search  any  place  or  seize  any  person  or 
thing  without  probable  cause  supported  by 
oath  or  affirmation. 

And  an  ordinance  passed  by  a  city  in  local 
option  territory  prohibiting  the  reception 
from  any  common  carrier  or  person  of  any 
package,  jug,  demijohn,  or  bottle  of  spirit- 
uous, etc.,  liquors,  unless  the  recipient  haf 
paid  a  specific  tax  of  $5  upon  each  gallon  or 
fraction  thereof,  to  the  city,  is  void,  in  th< 
absence  of  express  legislative  authority  for 
its  adoption,  and  cannot  he  sustained  undc- 
the  general  welfare  clause,  as  the  lawfu' 
purchase  of  liquor  is  a  right  not  prohibited 
26  LJLA.(N.S.) 


by  express  law,  nor  contrary  to  public  poli- 
cy.    Henderson  v.  Heyward,  supra. 

But  there  are  decisions  to  the  contrary. 

Thus,  in  Selma  v.  Brewer,  9  Cal.  App.  70, 
98  Pac  61,  the  court  said  that  it  was  of 
opinion  that  a  municipal  ordinance  de- 
claring it  unlawful  for  any  person,  firm,  cor- 
poration, company,  club,  or  association  to 
"have,  keep,  possess,  provide,  or  store"  any 
spirituous,  etc.,  liquors  within  a  town,  but 
permitting  a  licensed  pharmacist  to  sell  the 
same,  taken  as  a  whole,  is  consistent  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  authoriz- 
ing any  city  to  make  and  enforce  police  reg- 
ulations not  in  conflict  with  general  laws, 
and  represents  only  a  proper  exercise  of  the 
power  expressly  vested  by  that  instrument 
in  cities,  counties,  towns,  and  townships. 

And  an  ordinance  prohibiting  the  owner 
or  keeper  of  a  retail  grocery  store  where 
meat,  grain,  fruit,  provisions,  or  other  arti- 
cles are  exposed  for  sale,  from  keeping  there- 
in, or  in  any  inner  room  adjacent  thereto,  or 
on  the  premises  connected  therewith,  any 
spirituous,  etc.,  liquorS)  unless  licensed  by 
the  city  to  retail  the  same,  is  warranted  by 
charter  authority  to  pass  any  by-law  or  re- 
quirement that  shall  appear  requisite  for  the 
city,  or  for  preserving  peace,  order,  and  good 
government.  Heisembrittle  v.  Charleston, 
2  McMuU.  L.  233.  The  court  said  that 
there  could  he  no  question  that  the  restraints 
imposed  by  such  ordinance  were  within  the 
ordinary  powers  of  legislation,  there  being 
nothing  in  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  state  or  United  States 
restraining  the  legislature  from  passing  a 
general  law  like  that  under  consideration,  or 
from  granting  power  to  do  so  to  municipal' 
corporations. 

So,  an  ordinance  providing  that  no  intoxi- 
cating liquors  shall  be  used  or  kept  in  any 
refreshment  saloon  or  restaurant  for  any 
purpose  whatever  is  valid  notwithstanding 
such  liquors  are  not  kept  for  sale,  and  the 
keeping  thereof  elsewhere  is  not  restricted. 
State  V.  Clark,  28  N.  H.  176,  61  Am.  Dec. 
:ni.  See  tlie  quotation  from  this  case  in 
'he  dissentins  opinion  of  McCIellan,  J.,  in 
Eidge  v.  BEssBMEn. 
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the  law  has  ever  as  yet  been  announced  in 
statutory  enactment.  On  the  contrary,  so 
far  as  this  state  is  concerned,  the  general 
prohibition  law  of  November  23,  1907 
(Acts  Sp.  Sess.  3907,  p.  71),  preserves,  by 
exception  to  retail  druggists,  the  right  to 
sell  alcohol  and  wine  for  certain  designated 
purposes,  and  necessarily  further  recognizes 
the  lawfulness  of  keeping  intoxicating  li- 
quors and  beverages,  by  a  provision  that  the 
act  shall  not  prohibit  the  serving  of  liquors 
and  beverages  mentioned  therein  in  private 
residences  in  ordinary  social  intercourse.  In 
the  License  Cases,  5  How.  504,  12  L.  ed. 
256,  Taney,  Ch.  J.,  says:  "Spirits  and  dis- 
tilled liquors  are  universally  admitted  to  be 
subjects  of  ownership  and  property."  In 
Dorman  v.  State,  34  Ala.  216,  in  a  judg- 
ment sustaining  a  local  prohibition  statute, 
R.  W.  Walker,  J.,  said:  "The  form  in 
which  the  question  is  stated  assumes  that 
spirituous  liquors  are  property.  Of  this 
there  is  no  doubt,  and  we  will  not  waste 
words  upon  a  proposition  about  which  there 
can  be  uo  reasonable  dispute.  Wynehamer 
v.  People,  13  N.  Y.  384.  All  property  is 
equally  sacred  in  the  view  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. And  hence  we  are  not  permitted  to 
listen  to  a  suggestion  that  this  particular 
species  of  property  is  so  pernicious  in  its 
influences  upon  society  that  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  state  would  be  promoted  by  its 
destruction.  The  descripti9n  of  property 
to  which  this  act  refers  has  nothing  to  do 


with  this  controversy;  for  a  statute  depriv- 
ing a  citizen  of  his  property  in  spirituous 
liquors  is  just  as  clearly  in  conflict  with  the 
Constitution  as  one  which  should  take  from 
him  his  lands,  houses,  and  slaves."  This 
decision  was  rendered  in  1859.  The  fact 
that  an  intervening  via  major  has  overruled 
it  in  part  does  not  affect  its  force  or  appli- 
cation to  the  case  in  hand.  In  Ex  parte 
Florence,  78  Ala.  419,  it  was  said  that  "li- 
quors are  considered  property,  the  subject  of 
ownership,  and  entitled  to  protection, 
though,  like  other  property, 'held  subject  to 
the  condition  'that  it  shall  not  be  so  used 
as  to  injure  the  equal  rights  of  others,  or 
the  interests  of  the  community.' " 

Counsel  for  appellee  announce  their  in- 
ability to  see  any  justice  or  common  sense 
in  a  rule  which  would  differentiate  intoxi- 
cating liquors  and  beverages  from  burglars' 
tools,  lottery  tickets,  infected  clothing,  or 
diseased  animals.  They  argue  that  liquors 
are  put  by  the  statute  outside  the  pale  of 
the  law.  Much  the  same  argument  was 
made  in  Preston  v.  Drew,  33  Me.  558,  54 
Am.  Dec.  639.  In,response,  Shepley,  Ch.  J., 
said:  "It  is,  however,  insisted  in  argu- 
ment that  a  person,  by  the  common  law, 
can  no  more  acquire  property  in  spirituous 
and  intoxicating  liquors  than  he  can  in 
obscene  publications  and  prints.  There  is 
a  clear  and  marked  distinction  between 
them.  Such  liquors  may  be  applied  to  use- 
ful purposes.    This  is  admitted  in  the  act 


And  it  was  held  in  Cohen  v.  State  (Ga.) 
65  S.  E.  1096  .(one  justice,  however,  dis- 
senting), that  on  a  prosecution  for  the  vio- 
lation of  a  law  declaring  it  unlawful  for 
anyone  to  keep  on  hand  at  his  place  of  busi- 
ness any  intoxicating  liquor,  evidence  as  to 
the  respondent's  purpose  in  keeping  it  was 
properly  excluded  as  irrelevant  and  imma- 
terial. 

Thus,  it  was  held  in  Easley  v.  Pegg,  63  S. 
C.  98,  41  S.  E.  18,  that  a  municipal  ordi- 
nance enacted  under  the  general  welfare 
clause  of  a  municipal  charter,  prohibiting 
the  storing  or  keeping  possession  of  spiritu- 
ous, etc.,  liquors,  except  as  provided  by  the 
state  dispensary  law,  was  valid,  jt  not  being 
necessary  that  such  liquor  should  be  kept 
for  an  unlawful  purpose,  the  offense  being 
complete  if  there  is  a  storing  or  keeping 
of  liquor,  which  is  contraband  under  the 
dispensary  law. 

And  in  Wright  v.  Macon,  5  Ga.  App.  760, 
64  S.  E.  807,  where  a  municipal  ordinance 
declaring  it  unlawful  for  any  club,  corpo- 
ration, or  association  of  persons,  or  number 
of  persons,  whether  incorporated  or  other- 
wise, to  keep,  or  permit  to  be  kept,  in  any 
room  or  place,  or  in  any  place  connected 
directly  or  indirectly  therewith,  in  which 
members  of  such  club,  corporation,  associa- 
tion of  persons,  or  number  of  persons,  as- 
sembled, any  alcoholic  spirituous,  etc.,  li- 
quors, under  which  it  was  sought  to  prosc- 
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cute  one  who  kept  liquor  owned  by  him  and 
intended  for  his  own  personal  use,  in  a 
locker  of  a  club  connected  with  lodge  rooms 
of  a  fraternal  society  to  which  he  belonged, 
was  held  void,  solely  on  the  ground  that  the 
state  had  already  regulated  and  licensed 
such  clubs, — the  court  said  that  "but  for 
the  passage  of  the  license  tax  by  the  state, 
there  could  be  no  question  in  our  minds  that 
.  .  .  [such  ordinance  could  have  been 
adopted  under  the  general  welfare  clause  of 
its  charter].  It  is  evident  that  the  gen- 
eral policy  of  the  state  in  the  passaj^e 
of  the  general  prohibition  act  of  1907 
was  to  stop,  or  at  least  to  decrease,  the 
drinking  of  intoxicating  liquor,  and,  the 
ordinance  .  .  .  now  before  us  being  in 
aid  of  that  general  policy,  we  think  it 
could  be  extended  to  preventing  the  as- 
sembling of  liquors  at  a  place  where 
drinking,  instead  of  being  decreased,  would 
be  increased,  although  ttie  possession  and 
property  right  in  such  liquors  was  legal, 
and  the  place  at  which  such  liquors  were  as- 
sembled was  not  a  public  place;  and,  al- 
though it  is  always  to  be  borne  in  mind 
that  delegated  powers  are  to  be  strictly  con- 
strued and  reasonably  exercised,  we  think 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance  in  question 
.  .  .  is  not  an  unreasonable  exercise  of 
the  police  power,  and  is  fully  warranted  by 
the  general  welfare  clause." 
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by  ito  antborizing  tlieir  sale  for  medicinal 
ud  mechanical  purposes.  It  is  their  mis- 
UM  or  abuse  alone  which  occasions  the 
mischief.  Obscene  publications  and  prints 
are  in  their  very  nature  corrupting  and  pro- 
dnetiTS  only  of  eviL  They  are  incapable  of 
any  use  which  ia  not  corrupting  and  inju- 
rioos  to  the  moral  sense."  In  Lincoln  t. 
Smith,  27  Vt.  328.  the  court  says:  "The 
act  does  not  declare  that  they  [liquors] 
are  not  property,  and  there  is  no  language 
which  should  receive  a  construction  to  for- 
bid their  being  property.  Though  there  is 
a  prohibition  not  to  sell  them,  yet  that  can- 
not prevent  »  man  from  having  a  property 
in  them  for  his  own  use,  without  any  in- 
tention to  sell  them."  In  the  case  of  State 
V.  Gibnan,  33  W.  Va.  140,  6  L.R.A.  847, 
10  S.  E.  283,  the  defendant  was  charged 
under  a  statute  which  made  it  an  offense 
to  "solicit  or  receive  orders  for,  or  keep  in 
his  possession  for  another,  spirituous  li- 
quors," etc.  The  court,  observing  that  the 
provision  of  the  statute  which  prohibited 
the  keeping  in  possession  for  another  had 
no  reference  to  the  intent  or  purpose  for 
which  the  liquors  were  kept,  but  denounced 
as  a  crime  the  simple  fact  that  the  liquor 
was  kept  in  possession  for  another,  however 
innocent  the  act  or  commendable  the  pur- 
pose^ and  announcing  its  opinion  that,  if  it 
be  a  crime  for  a  person  to  keep  liquor  in  his 
possession  for  another,  it  would  be  equally 
■o  for  him  to  keep  it  for  himself,  said: 
"Tht  keeping  of  liquors  in  his  possession 
by  a  person,  whether  for  himself  or  for 
another,  unless  he  does  so  for  the  illegal 
tale  of  it,  or  for  some  other  improper  pur- 
pose, can  by  no  possibility  injure  or  affect 
the  health,  morals,  or  safety  of  the  public; 
and  therefore  the  Statute  prohibiting  such 
keeping  in  possession  is  not  a  legitimate 
exertion  of  the  police  power.  It  is  an 
abridgment  of  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  the  citizen  without  any  legal  justifi- 
cation, and  therefore  void."  And  later 
on:  "From  what  we  have  already  said, 
it  is  apparent  that  the  provision  of 
the  statute  under  consideration  is  not 
a  fair  and  reasonable  exercise  of  the 
police  power,  nor  has  it  any  reference  to  the 
prohibition  or  sale  of  liquors.  It  is  simply 
an  attempt  to  make  the  possession  of  liquors 
for  any  purpose  a  crime.  A  very  different 
question  would  be  presented  if  the  act  had 
made  it  unlawful  for  any  person  to  keep  in- 
toxicating liquors  in  his  possession,  either 
for  himself  or  for  another,  for  the  purpose 
of  selling  it,  or  as  a  device  to  evade  the 
revenue  laws." 

In  the  case  of  State  y.  Williams,  140  N. 
C.  618,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  299,  61  8.  E.  61, 
14  A  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  562,  the  court  had 
under  consideration  a  local  prohibition  stat- 
te  LA.A.(N.&) 


ute  for  the  county  of  Burke,  which,  after 
declaring  it  to  be  unlawful  to  manufacture, 
sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  liquors  in  the 
county  named,  provided  as  follows:  "It 
shall  be  further  unlawful  for  any  person, 
except  to  a  druggist  for  medical  purposes, 
as  aforesaid,  to  bring  into  said  county  of 
Burke,  in  any  one  day,  more  than  one  half 
gallon  of  such  spirituous,  vinous,  or  malt 
liquors."  Tlie  court  announced  its  opinion 
in  the  following  language:  "Chapter  806 
of  the  Laws  of  1907,  prohibiting  any  person 
from  carrying  into  the  county  of  Burke  in 
any  one  day  more  than  one  half  gallon  of 
vinous,  spirituous,  or  malt  liquor,  is  not 
a  valid  exercise  of  the  police  power,  for  that 
it  unduly  restricts  the  right  of  the  citizen 
to  the  use  of  his  property,  without  any  in- 
tent to  violate  any  prohibited  act  in  relation 
to  it;  that  the  carrying  into  the  county  of 
Burke  of  the  prohibited  quantity  has  no 
reasonable,  substantial  relation  to  the  sale 
of  liquors  as  prohibited  by  law."  We  in- 
dulge one  further  quotation  from  high  au- 
thority, as  succinctly  stating  the  limitation 
upon  the  legislature  in  the  exercise  of  the 
police  power:  "It  does  not  at  all  follow 
that  every  statute  enacted  ostensibly  for  the 
promotion  of  these  ends  is  to  be  accepted  as 
a  legitimate  exercise  of  the  police  power  of 
the  state.  There  are,  of  necessity,  limits 
beyond  which  legislation  cannot  rightfully 
go.  ...  If,  therefore,  a  statute  purport- 
ing to  have  been  enacted  to  protect  the  pub- 
lic health,  the  public  morals,  or  the  public 
safety,  has  no  real  or  substantial  relation  to 
these  objects,  or  is  a  palpable  invasion  of 
rights  secured  by  the  fundamental  law,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  courts  so  to  adjudge,  and 
thereby  give  effect  to  the  Constitution." 
Mugler  V.  Kansas,  123  U.  S.  623,  31  L.  ed. 
205,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Kep.  273.  Such  are  the 
limitations  upon  the  legislature  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  police  power,  which  must  be 
observed  in  the  consideration  of  this  case. 
There  is  no  attack  here  upon  any  statutory 
enactment  of  the  legislature.  But  the  prin- 
ciple to  be  gathered  from  the  cases  con- 
sidered applies  with  equal  force,  of  course, 
to  municipal  ordinances,  which  must  be 
enacted  in  pursuance  of  a  delegated  legis- 
lative authority. 

Municipal  corporations  in  this  state  have 
power  to  adopt  ordinances  not  inconsistent 
with  the  laws  of  the  state,  to  provide  for 
the  safety,  preserve  the  health,  promote  the 
prosperity,  and  improve  the  morals,  order, 
comfort,  and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  municipality.  Code  1907,  §  1251.  It 
must  be  conceded  that  they  may  pass 
ordinances  in  accord  with  the  general  pro- 
hibition law  of  the  state,  ordinances  to  pre- 
vent evasions  thereof  by  trick,  artifice,  or 
subterfuge,   and   ordinances   making  it   an 
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ofTcnse  to  keep  intoxicating  liquors  and 
beverages  in  any  place,  public  or  private, 
with  intent  to  sell  or  dispose  of  them  in 
violation  of  law;  all  such  being  in  conso- 
nance with  the  law  and  policy  of  the  state, 
and  fairly  implied  in  the  broad  grant  of 
powers  enumerated.  The  ordinance  in  ques- 
tion does  not  make  an  offense  against  the 
municipality  of  those  acts  wl^ich  are  de- 
nounced by  the  law  of  the  state;  that  is  to 
say,  it  does  not  prohibit  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  nor  does  it  create  the  sep- 
arate and  distinct  offense  of  having  or  keep- 
ing liquors  and  intoxicating  beverages  with 
the  unlawful  intent.  It  can  be  justified 
only,  if  at  all,  on  the  ground  that  it 
sustains  some  reasonable  relation  to  the 
prohibition  law  in  the  way  of  preventing 
evasions  of  that  law  by  trick,  artifice,  or 
subterfuge,  under  guise  of  which  that  law 
itself  is  violated.  But  it  has  no  such  re- 
lation. It  undertakes  to  prohibit  the  keep- 
ing, in  any  quantity  and  for  any  purpose 
however  innocent,  of  intoxicating  liquors 
and  beverages  in  places  which  are  innocent 
in  themselves.  Under  the  ordinance  a  keep- 
ing with  innocent  purpose  is  as  much  an 
offense  as  a  keeping  with  purpose  to  violate 
the  law.  The  ordinance  is  no  more  to  be 
sustained  than  if  it  had  said:  "No  man 
shall  keep  for  his  own  use  intoxicating  li- 
quors or  beverages  in  any  place  where  any 
drinks  or  beverages,  though  entirely  free  of 
alcohol,  are  sold  or  kept  for  sale."  Certain- 
ly, if  the  keeping  for  one's  own  use,  and 
with  no  purpose  to  violate  the  law,  may  be 
prohibited  in  such  places,  the  prohibition 
against  keeping  without  unlawful  purpose 
may  as  well  be  extended  to  a  keeping  at  any 
place  where  men  are,  many  or  few,  with 
result  that  vinous,  spirituous,  and  malt 
liquors  must  indeed  be  classified  with  bur- 
glars' tools  ( the  keeping  of  which  with  inno- 
cent purpose,  we  remark,  has  never  been 
prohibited),  lottery  tickets,  infected  cloth- 
ing, and  diseased  animals,  and  the  con- 
stitutional and  legislative  recognition  of 
property  rights  and  personal  liberty  held  for 
naught. 

The  ordinance  under  which  the  appellant 
was  convicted  is  void,  and  the  appellant  must 
be  discharged. 

Reversed  and  ren^red. 

Sowdell,  Ch.  J.,  and  Anderson  and 
Mayfield,  JJ.,  concur. 

McClellan,  J.,  dissentingt 

This  appeal  invites  the  judgment  of  this 
court  upon  the  inquiry  whether  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  city  of  Bessemer,  approved 
February  18,  1909,  is  a  valid  exercise  of  the 
police  power.  A  majority  of  the  court  pro- 
nounce against  its  validity.  It  is  indiapen- 
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sable  to  the  determination  of  the  validity 
of  statute  or  ordinance  that  construction 
thereof  be  first  taken.  What  does  the  as- 
sailed enactment  mean?  What  does  it 
prescribe  or  provide!  What  is  its  effect? — 
are  first  questions  in  the  delicate  and  highly 
important  judicial  duty  of  deciding  the 
validity  vel  non  of  l^islative  expression. 

The  1st  section  of  the  ordinance  under 
consideration  reads :  "Be  it  ordained  by  the 
city  council  of  Bessemer  as  follows:  That 
it  shall  be  unlawful,  and  constitute  a  vio- 
lation of  this  ordinance,  if  any  person,  firm, 
or  corporation  in  the  city  of  Bessemer,  have 
or  keep  on  storage  or  deposit,  or  have  there- 
in, any  vinous,  spirituous,  or  malt  liquors, 
or  intoxicating  beverages,  or  any  beverage 
which  is  a  product  of  maltace  or  gencase  as 
a  substantial  ingredient,  in  or  at  any  place 
where  any  drinks  or  beverages  are  sold  or 
kept  for  sale."  Section  2  creates  exceptions 
practically  identical  with  those  to  be  found 
in  §§  2  and  3  of  the  general  prohibition  law, 
approved  November  23,  1907  (Acts  Sp.  Scss. 
1907,  p.  71).  Section  3  provides  the  penalty 
for  a  violation  of  the  ordinance.  The  sub- 
stance of  the  holding  of  the  majority  is  that 
the  ordinance  is  entirely  void,  because  it  is 
unwarrantably  invasive  of  property  rights, 
and  because  the  limit  in  this  direction  of 
the  police  power  is  that  the  storage  or  de- 
posit of  the  liquors  or  beverages  descril>ed 
is  that  it  is  so  stored  or  deposited  with  the 
intent  to  make  illegal  disposition  thereof. 

To  neither  of  these  conclusions  can  the 
writer  give  his  approval.  In  my  opinion 
both  are  unsound,  and  to  sanction  them  is 
to  impair  and  limit,  without  sufficient  rea- 
son, the  police  power  of  the  state  itself,  in- 
cluding, of  course,  that  of  the  municipali- 
ties created  and  empowered  by  the  state. 
There  can  be  no  doubting  the  general  right 
and  power  of  a  municipality  in  this  state 
to  ordain,  under  the  power  "to  provide  for 
the  safety,  preserve  the  health,  promote  the 
prosperity,  improve  the  morals,  order,  com- 
fort, and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants" 
(Code  1907,  §  1251),  to  the  end  that  the 
prohibitory  liquor  laws  of  force  in  this  state 
may  be  rendered  more  effective  in  such 
municipality.  Accordingly,  the  question,  on 
the  testing  of  this  ordinance,  is  whether  the 
stated  general  and  legitimate  power  has  been 
exceeded  by  the  ordinance  under  considera- 
tion. In  short,  the  reasonableness  vel  non 
of  ordinance  is  the  inquiry.  Where  that  is 
the  matter  for  judicial  decision,  the 
general  power  in  the  premises  being  pos- 
sessed by  the  municipality,  the  presumption 
is  that  the  ordinance  is  reasonable,  unless 
the  contrary  appears  from  the  enactment, 
or  is  properly  shown.  Van  Hook  v.  Seliiia, 
70  Ala.  361,  365,  45  Am.  Rep.  85 ;  McQuillin, 
Mun.  Ord.  §§  186,  276,  and  authorities  iu 
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notes  thereto.  In  the  conBtruction  of  ordi- 
nances the  "courts  will  give  them  a  reason- 
able construction,  and  will  incline  to  sustain 
rather  than  to  overthrow  them,  and  especial- 
ly is  this  so  where  the  question  depends  up- 
on their  being  reasonable  or  otherwise. 
Thus,  if  by  one  construction  an  ordinance 
will  be  valid,  and  by  another  void,  the 
courts  will,  if  possible,  adopt  the  former." 
1  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  §  420 ;  Orme  v.  Tuscumbia, 
150  Ala.  S20,  43  So.  584 ;  McQuillin,  supra. 

What  does  this  ordinance  prohibit?  To 
me  the  response  to  this  question  is  apparent 
from  the  face  of  the  ordinance.  A  reading 
of  it,  obviating  any  necessity  for  argument 
or  elucidation,  demonstrates,  in  my  opinion, 
that  the  whole  purpose  and  effect  thereof 
was  and  is  to  inhibit  the  storage,  deposit, 
or  having  of  the  defined  liquors  "in  or  at 
any  place  where  any  drinks  or  beverages 
are  sold  or  kept  for  sale."  The  title  of  the 
ordinance,  to  which  reference  may  be  had 
for  purposes  of  interpretation,  reinforces 
and  emphasizes  the  correctness  of  this  con- 
struction. How  it  can  be  drawn  from  this 
ordinance  that  an  attempt  is  thereby  made 
to  penalize  the  possession,  storage,  or  de- 
posit of  the  condemned  liquors  at  other  than 
places  whereat  or  wherein  drinks  or  bev- 
erages are  sold  or  kept  for  sale,  I  am  en- 
tirely unable  to  see.  How  it  can  be  said 
under  this  ordinance  that  a  man  is  prohibit- 
ed from  having  the  defined  liquors  in  his 
home  is  wholly  inexplicable  to  me.  There  is 
not  a  line  or  a  word  in  the  ordinance,  in- 
cluding the  title,  that  tends  to  that  mean- 
ing or  effect.  The  1st  section  does  employ 
the  phrase  "or  have  therein;"  but  it  is 
obvious  that  "therein"  as  used  is  a  word  of 
reference,  and  refers  to  the  place  "in  or  at" 
which  the  liquors  shall  not  be  stored,  de- 
posited, or  possessed  (had.)  This,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  is  the  meaning  and  effect  to 
be  read  from  the  face  of  the  ordinance ;  but, 
even  if  the  meaning  was  equivocal,  the  ap- 
plication of  the  approved  rules  of  favor  and 
construction  before  stated  compel  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  matter  to  a  construction  that 
would  sustain  rather  than  overthrow  the  or- 
dinance. We  have,  then,  an  ordinance  for 
bidding  the  storage,  deposit,  or  having  in 
or  at  places  where  drinks  or  beverages  are 
sold,  or  are  kept  for  sale,  the  liquors  de- 
scribed in  the  ordinance.  Is  this  a  permis- 
sible exercise  of  the  police  power?  I  feel 
no  hesitancy  in  affirming  that  it  is,  and 
in  so  concluding  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the 
weight  and  deference  due,  and  attaching  to, 
the  opposing  view  taken  by  my  associates. 

Taking  authority  first:  An  exhaustive 
investigation  of  text-books  and  reported  de- 
cisions of  other  jurisdictions  has  been  re- 
warded by  a  decision  from  the  supreme 
court  of  New  Hampshire,  viz.,  State  v.  Clark, 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


28  N.  H.  170.  It  is  in  immediate  point,  and 
was  decided  in  1854.  So,  the  proposition  is 
not  new.  This  case  is  also  reported  in  61 
Am.  Dec.  611,  though  the  facts  and  briefs 
of  counsel  are  not  there  as  fully  set  out  as 
in  the  original  report  of  the  case.  The  New 
Hampshire  court  has,  in  the  Chirk  Case,  to 
determine  the  validity  vel  non  of  the  follow 
ing  ordinance:  "No  intoxicating  liquors 
shall  be  used  or  kept  in  any  refreshment 
saloon  or  restaurant  within  the  city,  for  any 
purpose  whatever."  The  argument  against 
the  validity  of  the'  ordinance  was  that  set 
forth  in  the  majority  opinion  in  this  case. 
It  did  not  prevail  with  that  court.  The 
opinion  is  by  Chief  Justice  Gilchrist,  and, 
so  far  as  presently  important,  is  as  follows: 
"The  city  ordinance  prohibits  the  using 'or 
keeping  intoxicating  liquors  in  any  refresh- 
ment saloon  or  restaurant  only.  It  does 
not  prohibit  the  using  or  keeping  elsewhere, 
but  it  selects  places  of  a  certain  class,  and 
prohibits  their  use  in  such  places.  There 
is  nothing  unreasonable  in  such  an  exercise 
of  the  judgment  of  the  city  authorities. 
The  ordinance  does  not  profess  to  prohibit 
either  the  use  or  the  sale  of  liquors  alto- 
gether. From  motives  arising  out  of  a  re- 
gard for  public  policy  or  morals,  it  declares 
that  liquor  shall  not  be  kept  in  such  places. 
It  is  in  fact  a  sumptuary  law  which  goes  no 
further  than  almost  any  laws  of  this  de- 
scription; noT  is  it  any  more  stringent  than 
many  other  laws  which  are  enacted  from  a 
regard  to  the  public  peace  and  safety." 
The  opinion  then  finds  apt  analogy  in  the 
statutes  against  the  keeping  of  gunpowder 
in  thickly  populated  districts,  and  also  an- 
other in  the  inhibition  of  sales  of  liquors 
in  2  miles  of  houses  of  worship.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  license  system  prevailed  at 
the  time  of  these  decisions;  but  that  fact 
does  not  impair  the  value  of  the  principle 
applied,  nor  its  service  as  authority.  The 
court  then  cites  and  quotes,  as  authority 
for  the  ruling  made,  the  case  of  Heisembrit- 
tle  V.  Charleston,  2  McMull,  233,  which 
aptly  supports  the  court's  holding.  It 
was  shown  on  the  trial  that  Clark  kept 
an  eating  house,  and  that  he  had  had  stored, 
for  some  weeks,  under  his  restaurant,  one  or 
more  casks  of  intoxicating  liquors.  The 
conviction  of  a  violation  of  the  quoted  or- 
dinance was  affirmed,  as  indicated;  the 
court  holding  that  the  ordinance  infracted 
no  state  or  Federal  constitutional  provision. 
State  V.  Clark  has  been  at  least  twice  recog- 
nized by  the  New  Hampshire  court  as  sound, 
and  worthy  to  be  applied  in  principle  or 
analogy  to  other  matters  presented  for 
decision.  These  two  instances  are  the  cases 
of  State  V.  Noyes,  30  N.  H.  279,  decided  in 
1855,  and  State  v.  Freeman,  38  N.  H.  426. 
The  Georgia  court,  in  Bice  v.  State,  100  Ga. 
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117,  34  S.  E.  202,  having  then  under  consid- 
eration the  constitutionality  of  an  enact- 
ment prohibiting  the  carrying  to  a  church, 
or  other  place  where  people  assemble  for 
divine  worship,  "liquor  or  intoxicating 
drink,"  declared  the  enactment  valid,  and 
affirmed  Bice's  conviction,  notwithstanding 
he  pleaded  illness  of  his  wife  as  the  reason 
for  his  carrying  the  liquor  within  200  yards 
of  a  church,  and  there  having  it  in  his  con- 
veyance. It  is  apparent  that,  if  the  ma- 
jority view  on  this  appeal  is  sound,  the 
New  Hampshire  and  Georgia  courts  egre- 
giously  erred  in  their  respective  conclusions, 
and,  in  consequence,  unjustifiably  infracted 
private  rights. 

What  of  the  authorities  affording  the 
basis  of  the  majority  conclusion?  In  the 
first  place,  there  is  no  sort  of  doubt  that 
intoxicating  liquors,  even  though  being  de- 
voted to  violations  of  penal  statutes  of  the 
state,  are  property.  Such  was  the  ruling  of 
this  court  in  Smith  t.  Dinkelspiel,  91  Ala. 
628,  8  So.  490,  where  the  liquor  owner  was 
allowed  to  recover  for  trespass  by  a  sheriff 
levying  process.  The  court  declared  plain- 
tiff's property  in  the  liquors,  and  his  right 
to  damages  to  a  limited  extent,  notwith- 
standing they  were  being  used  as  a  vehicle 
for  the  violation  of  the  statutes  against  re- 
tailing without  a  license.  The  other  deci- 
sions of  this  court  cited  in  the  majority  are 
in  accord,  on  the  property  right,  with  Smith 
T.  Dinkelspiel,  supra.  While  the  existence 
of  such  right  is  settled,  it  has  been,  of 
course,  long  adjudged  to  finality,  and  never 
now  doubted  anywhere,  that  such  right  of 
property  is  subject  to  proper  qualification  by 
the  exercise  by  the  state  of  its  police  power. 
And  it  has  become  the  confirmed  policy  in 
our  country  to  treat  the  traffic  in  intox- 
icants as  in  no  sense  an  unimpairable  right 
inhering  in  the  ownership  of  such  liquors. 
23  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  89,  and  authorities 
in  notes.  The  state  may  prohibit  such 
traffic  within  it, — regulate  or  restrain  the 
traffic, — and  yet  no  property  right  is  im- 
paired. I  have,  hence,  no  difference  with 
my  brothers  on  the  abstract  question  of 
property  right  in  liquors,  whatever  their  use 
or  intended  use.  To  sustain  this  ordinance 
does  not  require  a  repudiation  of  the  stated 
property  right.  Indeed,  to  declare  the  or- 
dinance invalid  is  to  exaggerate  the  prop- 
erty right  in  liquors  so  as  to  seriously — vi- 
tally, on  this  subject — impair  the  police 
power  of  the  state.  It  is  at  least  as  unfor- 
tunate to  unwarrantably  curtail  that  power 
as  it  is  to  unjustifiably  infract  j^operty 
rights. 

If  the  writer  is  correct  in  the  construction 
taken  of  the  ordinance,  it  clearly  appears 
that  the  decisions  cited  in  the  majority 
opinion  are  not  authorities  against  the  valid- 
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ity  of  this  ordinance;  They  may  be  for  an- 
other inquiry,  but  not  the  one  presented  by 
the  Bessemer  ordinance.  State  t.  Oilman, 
33  W.  Va.  146,  6  L.R.A.  847.  10  S.  E.  283, 
deals  with  a  statute  wherein  it  was  made, 
among  other  things,  an  offense  to  "keep  in 
his  possession  for  another"  spirituous  li- 
quors, etc.  That  court  condemned  the  stat- 
ute as  invasive  of  property  rights.  Wheth- 
er the  holding  is  sound  or  not,  it  bears 
no  relation,  in  principle  or  analogy,  to  the 
Bessemer  ordinance,  where  the  prohibition 
was  the  storing,  deposit,  or  possession  of 
defined  liquors  in  or  at  places  of  a  certain 
specified  class.  In  the  Oilman  Case,  the  pro- 
hibition was  against  the  possession  of  li- 
quors generally,  and  under  it  every  pos- 
session of  liquors  generally,  everywhere 
in  the  state,  was  a  violation  of  the  statute. 
The  cases  are  obviously  different.  In  State 
V.  Williams,  146  N.  C.  618.  17  L.R-A.(N.S.) 
299,  61  S.  E.  61,  14  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  562, 
treating  a  statute  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion, into  Burke  coimty,  of  more  than  one 
half  gallon  of  spirituous  liquors  in  one  day, 
the  court  declared  the  statute  invalid. 
Whether  well  or  illy  supported  that  conclu- 
sion was  or  is,  certainly  such  a  latitudinous 
provision  of  law  as  was  there  dealt  with  is 
without  kinship  or  resemblance  to  the  ordi- 
nance here  Involved.  No  class  of  places 
whereat  the  public  are  served  with  beverages 
was  defined  in  the  statute.  The  inhibition 
was  general,  unlimited,  and  operated  as  well 
in  a  tenantless  forest  of  the  county  of  Burke 
as  in  any  populous  community  within  its 
confines.  It  penalized  mere  importation  of 
an  excessive  quantity  over  one  half  gallon  in 
one  day,  without  regard  to  the  public  char- 
acter of  the  place  of  importation,  or  of  the 
favor  of  opportunity  to  evade,  by  trick  or 
artifice,  the  prohibitory  laws. 

It  is,  of  course,  true  that  statutes  and  or- 
dinances of  the  character  now  under  consid- 
eration must  bear  a  reasonable  relation  to 
the  major  object  they  were  intended  to  con- 
serve. They  must  reasonably  tend  to  effect 
the  prohibition,  without  unreasonably  im- 
pairing property  rights.  But  in  deciding 
whether  a  given  statute  or  ordinance  had 
gone  beyond  reasonableness,  as  that  ia  col- 
ored in  decision  by  the  relation  of  the  mode 
adopted  to  the  prohibition  sought  to  be  ren- 
dered more  effective,  less  liable  to  evasion 
by  trick  or  artifice,  the  courts  must  of  neces- 
sity be  cautious  that  they  do  not  substitute 
mere  preference  of  judgment  on  a  matter  of 
legislative  policy,  for  the  limited  and  sole 
right  of  review  and  revision.  The  wisdom 
of  an  enactment  is  not  a  proper  subject  of 
judicial  consideration,  nor  is  there  reposed 
in  the  judiciary  any  power  to  revise  the  ac- 
tion of  the  legislative  branch,  except  in  re- 
spect of  validity  vel  non  thereof,  and  this 
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npoB  ground*  too  well  understood  and  de- 
fiied  to  need  repetition.  In  my  judgment, 
npon  tuthority,  the  ordinance  is  valid.  The 
leuonableness  of  the  mode  adopted  in  this 
ordinance,  for  the  effective  enforcement  of 
the  general  prohibitory  laws  of  the  state,  la 
dear,  it  seems  to  me,  when  the  circum- 
itanees  foreshadowed  in  the  ordinance  are 
considered  in  connection  with  the  evident 
object  thereof, — ^to  prevent  evasions,  or  op- 
portunity for  evasion,  of  the  general  pro- 
hibitory laws.  That  attempts  at  the  eva- 
ilon  of  such  laws  may  be  anticipated  and 
forestalled  has  been  often  recognized  and 
slistsined  by  the  courts  in  dealing  with  laws 
pertaining  to  the  liquor  traffic.  In  the 
Ffibelmaa  Case,  130  Ala.  122,  30  So.  384, 
there  is  express  declaration  and  approval  of 
the  legislative  right  to  enact  laws  ancillary 
to  the  major  purpose  to  be  found  in  general 
prohibitory  statutes.  The  underlying  prin- 
ciple is  that  the  legislature,  having  the 
right  and  power  to  prohibit  the  traffic  in 
liquors,  has  also,  and  necessarily,  the  power 
and  right  to  render  the  major  purpose  efTect- 
ive,  by  removing  and  inhibiting  the  oppor- 
tunity for  evasion  by  trick,  artifice,  or  de- 
■ign.  The  greater  includes  the  lesser.  The 
relation  between  the  ancillary  prohibition, 
iti  purpose  and  effect,  and  the  major  object, 
must,  of  course,  be  reasonable,  and  appear 
from  the  ancillary  mode  provided  to  the  end 
sUted. 

The  eircumstances  indicated  by  this  ordi- 
nance demonstrate,  as  I  view  it,  not  only 
the  reasonableness  of  the  mode  therein  pro- 
Tided,  but  also  that  the  council  of  Bessemer 
very  naturally  and  reasonably  anticipated, 
in  so  ordaining,  an  artful  and  hard-to-de- 
tect  method  of  evasion  of  the  major  law. 
The  place  of  sale  of  ostensibly  innocent 
beverages  could,  it  was  thought,  readily  af- 
ford a  cloak  for  an  illicit  traffic  in  pro- 
hibited liquors.  The  vendor,  "in  or  at"  his 
place,  was  conceived  to  be  favorably  situated 
to  serve  the  forbidden,  under  the  guise  or 
subterfuge  of  serving  a  harmless  and  un- 
condemned,  beverage.  The  receptacle  for 
the  innocent  and  that  for  the  prohibited  li- 
quors might  be  readily  interchanged,  so  as 
to  minimize  the  hazard  of  detection  by  the 
law's  agents,  if  both  might  be  lawfully 
stored,  deposited,  or  had  in  the  place  where 
innocent  drinks  or  beverages  could  be  sold. 
Indeed,  it  was  reasonably  possible  to  be 
anticipated  that  false  labels  might  be  used 
as  a  subterfuge  to  conceal  the  character  of 
beverage  being  sold.  If  the  having  of  the 
prohibited  liquors  was  permitted  in  such 
places  aa  tlie  ordinance  described,  then  op- 
portunity to  evade  the  prohibition  statute 
would  be  afforded.  The  object  and  effect  of 
the  ordinance  was  to  take  that  favor  of 
eircomstanoe  out  of  the  equation,  Inge- 
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nuity  has,  as  is  common  knowledge,  a  most 
inviting  field  in  the  evasion  of  the  li- 
quor laws.  That  it  is  availed  of,  or 
sought  to  be,  appears  from  the  reported 
cases  of  this  court,  as  well  as  elsewhere. 
Black  on  Intox.  Liquors,  §  405.  No  favor 
has  been  extended  to  that  exercise  of  in- 
genuity by  the  courts  of  this  state.  They 
have  steadily  sought  the  substance  behind 
the  shadow;  and,  if  evasion,  by  trick,  arti- 
fice, or  design,  covered  the  reality,  the  law 
was  applied  to  the  guilty  actor,  without  ref- 
erence to  the  cunningness  of  the  design  or 
the  subtleness  with  which  he  concealed  his 
unlawful  purpose.  This  suggests  the  ration- 
ale of  the  ancillary  prohibitions  spoken  of 
in  the  Feibelman  Case,  supra,  and  gives 
legal  sanction  to  all  reasonably  related  ef- 
forts to  effect  the  enforcement  of  the  major 
law,  by  anticipating  the  evasion  that  may  be 
attempted. 

It  has  been  said  in  respect  to  this  ordi- 
nance, that  it  prohibits  anyone,  in'  addition 
to  the  keeper  of  the  described  place,  from 
having  therein  any  quantity  of  the  liquors 
forbidden  by  the  ordinance.  If  that  is  a 
proper  construction  of  the  ordinance,  no 
good  reason  occurs  to  the  writer  why  any 
person  may  not  be  forbidden  to  have  while 
in,  or  to  carry  into,  the  places  where  drink 
or  beverages  are  sold,  the  liquors  within  the 
ban  of  the  ordinance.  The  same  reasons  in 
general  that  in  my  opinion  clearly  justify 
the  inhibition  against  the  proprietor  of  such 
place  support  the  reasonableness,  and  there- 
fore the  validity,  of  the  phase  of  the  ordi- 
nance forbidding  any  person,  whatever  his 
mission  in  entering  the  place,  from  having 
therein  the  condemned  liquors.  It  penalizes 
a  purchaser-  of  the  prohibited  liquors  to 
whom  a  delivery  thereof  in  the  described 
place  is  made.  It  operates  to  restrain  one 
from  accepting  a  delivery  of  such  liquors 
therein.  It,  if  observed,  would  take  from 
the  traffic,  broadly  condemned  in  this  state, 
one  of  the  parties,  viz.,  the  buyer  or  receipt- 
or, necessary  to  effect  the  elimination  of 
the  evil  thus  stated  by  Mr.  Black  on  Intox- 
icating Liquors,  at  §  39:  "The  evil  to  be 
avoided  is  the  communication  from  one  to 
another  of  an  article  which  may  be  injuri- 
ous to  the  recipient,  or  which,  by  its  general 
use,  may  demoralize  or  harm  the  whole  com- 
munity. It  is  not  attempted  to  restrain  a 
man's  private  indulgence  in  drink;  but  that 
is  because  law  deals  not  with  the  isolated 
individual,  but  with  men  in  their  relations 
to  each  other."  The  ordinance  says  to  all 
persons:  You  shall  not  have  in  the  place 
described  any  sprituous,  etc.,  liquors.  Its 
purview  comprehends  those  on  both  sides 
of  the  counter,  the  deliverer  and  the  receipt- 
or, and  prohibits  one  as  well  as  the  other 
from  the  act  described.  In  short,  it  at- 
26 
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tempts  to  forestall  evasions  of  the  major 
laws  by  restraining  all  who  may  contribute 
to  that  evasion. 

It  is  no  argument  against  the  validity  of 
this  phase  of  the  ordinance,  that  a  well-in- 
tentioned individual  entering  such  a  place 
as  the  ordinance  defines,  with  spirituous, 
etc.,  liquors  on  his  person  at  the  time, 
would  violate  the  ordinance  by  so  doing.  If 
the  municipality  or  the  state  itself  may  for- 
bid, as  in  right  each  may  do,  the  storage  or 
deposit  or  keeping  of  liquors  in  the  specified 
places,  it  cannot  be  that  a  person  of  the 
class  above  described  would  be  free  from 
the  effect  of  the  state's  prohibiting  power. 
The  line  between  the  innocent  visitor  or 
patron  who  also  has  on  his  person  some  of 
the  prohibited  liquor,  and  the  individual  not 
so  innocent,  could  not  be  drawn  in  practical 
operation;  and  hence,  as  in  many  cases,  the 
mere  right  of  innocence  must  yield  to  the 
public  right  to  restrain  the  vicious  who 
might  seek  to  evade  the  law  by  the  same  ab- 
stract conduct  as  that  pursued  by  the  in- 
nocent. The  law  must  operate  by  general 
classes,  and  because  the  innocent  may  be 
disturbed  in  their  courses  or  conduct  by  a 
rule  intended  for  application  to  the  wrong 
bent  has  never,  I  think,  been  thought  suSB- 
cicnt  to  deny  the  proper  authority  the  right 
to  restrain  along  general  and  comprehensive 
lines.  The  maxim,  Salus  populi  suprema 
lem,  is  founded  on  the  implied  consent  of  the 
individual  to  yield  of  his  rights  in  the  in- 
terests and  in  furtherance  of  the  general 
welfare.  The  extreme  case  urged  in  argu- 
ment against  this  phase  of  the  ordinance 
must,  if  it  ever  occurs,  go  under  the  ordi- 
nance as  a  contribution  within  the  maxim 
quoted.  That  phase  may  cover  conditions 
not  innocent,  as  in  the  hypothesized  case, 
apd  therefore  the  extreme  case  should  not 
avail  to  deny  the  state  or  the  municipality 
the  right  to  reach  those  not  so  innocent, 
though  pursuing  the  course  of  the  innocent. 
It  would  be  easy  for  the  law-abiding  to 
avoid  carrying  liquor  into  a  place  subject  to 
the  law's  suspicion  as  a  convenient  occasion 
and  place  for  evasion. 

But,  if  it  be  granted  (for  the  argument) 
that  the  provision  of  the  ordinance  ex- 
pressed in  the  phrase  "or  have  therein"  is 
invalid,  then  there  can  be  no  sort  of  doubt 
that  such  invalid  part  may  be  eliminated, 
and  prohibition  against  the  storage  or  de- 
posit of  the  forbidden  liquors  in  the  defined 
places  retained  as  a  valid  and  enforceable 
law.  In  State  v.  Davis,  130  Ala.  148,  89 
Am.  St.  Rep.  23,  30  So.  344,  the  rule  was  de- 
clared that,  if  the  elimination  of  parts  of  an 
act  "would  leave  a  law  'complete  within  it- 
self, sensible,  capable  of  being  executed,  and 
wholly  independent  of  that  which  is  re- 
jected,' the  statute  will  stand  ftnd  be  en- 
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forced."  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  §  421,  and  notes; 
Ex  parte  Florence,  78  Ala.  419,  425.  That 
the  inhibition  against  having  "therein"  any 
of  the  condemned  liquors  is  distinct  and  in- 
dependent, and  hence  separable,  from  the 
prohibition  with  respect  to  storage  or  de- 
posit of  liquors  in  the  described  places,  is 
obvious.  The  argument  employed  in  the 
Davis  Case,  supra,  is  pertinent  on  this  sub- 
ject. It  will  not  be  repeated.  It  follows 
that,  even  with  the  concession  to  the  in- 
validity of  the  provision  "or  have  therein," 
the  entire  ordinance  should  not  be  annulled. 
And  likewise  as  to  the  prohibition  of  liquors 
or  beverages  the  product  of  "maltace"  and 
"gencase."  If  this  provision  of  the  ordi- 
nance is  not  saved  by  the  ruling  on  the 
same  subject  in  Elder  v.  State  (Ala)  60  So. 
370,  the  principle  treated  and  applied  in  the 
Davis  Case  denies  that  invalid  part,  inde- 
pendent and  separable,  of  the  act  the  effect 
to  annul  the  whole  act.  In  my  opinion 
the  conclusion,  in  this  particular,  in  the 
Elder  Case,  is  authority  for  holding  the  or- 
dinance valid. 

This  state  has  adopted  the  policy  of  pro- 
hibiting the  traffic  in  intoxicants.  That 
power,  it  rightfully  has.  Having  that  power, 
it  has  also,  and  necessarily,  the  ancillary 
power  to  give  effect  to  the  major  objective 
and  policy  of  the  state  in  this  field  of  exer- 
cise of  the  police  power.  I  cannot  agree  to 
curtail  the  ancillary  power  to  the  major 
end,  and  thereby  largely  paralyze  the  arm  of 
the  state  in  its  efforts  to  prevent  evasions 
of  the  major  law.  To  do  so  is  a  serious 
matter,  involving  the  dignity  of  the  state, 
respect  for  its  laws,  and  the  enforcement 
thereof.  The  importance  of  the  question  has 
promoted  the  length  of  this  opinion,  and 
much  might  still  be  added,  which,  in  my 
judgment,  tends  to  indicate  the  unsoundness 
of  the  prevailing  view. 

Justice  Denson  concurs  in  the  foregoing 
opinion,  and  in  the  concliuion  that  the  ordi- 
nance is  valid. 

Simpson,  J.,  dissenting: 

I  recognize  the  force  of  the  argument  of 
our  brother,  Sayre,  J.;  but  after  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  question,  I  am  not  able 
to  concur.  While  it  is  true  that  spirituous 
liquors  constitute  property,  yet  it  does  not 
necessarily  follow  that  the  legislature  may 
not  make  any  regulations  prescribing  when 
and  how  they  may  be  kept. 

Without  adverting  to  the  fact  that  all 
courts  recognize  the  principle  that  spirit- 
uous liquors  belong  to  a  class  of  property  as 
to  whicJi  many  regulations  and  prohibitions 
may  be  made,  which  would  not  be  allowable 
as  to  other  property,  yet  as  to  property  gen- 
erally the  legislature  b(ts  the  right  to  make 
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poliee  regnlmtiaBS  wMeli  are  Tcaaonable,  and 
mggested  by  the  natare  of  the  property  and 
the  erils  intoided  to  be  remedied,  and  the 
eonrts  will  not  declare  such  legislation  in- 
Tilid,  nnless  it  is  an  unreasonable  exercise 
of  legislatire  discretion.  4 

Am  a  general  proposition  a  proprietor  has 
a  right  to  employ  a  female,  and  the  female 
has  a  right  to  earn  her  lirelihood,  yet  it  ia 
held  that  an  act  prohibiting  proprietors  of 
places  where  malt,  etc.,  liquors  are  sold,  to 
employ  a  female  to  serre  cnstomers,  is  valid, 
and  it  matters  not  how  orderly  and  proper 
the  place  is,  or  how  virtuous  the  female  may 
be.  Bergman  t.  CleTeland,  39  Ohio  St  651. 
80,  also,  hare  been  sustained  ordinances  pro- 
hibiting persons  from  offering  for  sale  food 
intended  for  daily  consumption,  at  any  place 
except  at  the  public  market  house,  although 
the  right  to  own  property  necessarily  car- 
ries with  it  the  right  to  sell  it  when  and 
where  the  owner  may  choose.  Crowley  t. 
Rucker,  107  La.  213,  31  So.  629.  Likewise 
an  act  requiring  laundries  to  desist  from 
work  between  10  o'clock  at  night  and  6 
o'clock  in  the  morning  is  held  valid ;  and  the 
Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United  States  says: 
"However  broad  the  right  of  everyone  to 
follows  such  calling,  and  employ  his  time  as 
he  may  judge  most  conducive  to  his  inter- 
ests, it  must  be  exercised  subject  to  such 
general  rules  as  are  adopted  by  society  for 
the  common  welfare.  AU  sorts  of  restric- 
tions are  imposed  upon  the  actions  of  men 
notwithstanding  the  liberty  which  is  guar- 
anteed to  each.  It  is  liberty  regulated  by 
just  and  impartial  laws."  Soon  Hing  v. 
Crowley,  113  U.  S.  703.  709,  28  L.  ed.  1145, 
1147.  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  730,  734. 

The  same  court  in  sustaining  a  law  pro- 
hibiting selling  or  buying  "options"  on  com- 
modities to  be  delivered  in  the  future,  says: 
lis  it  tme  that  the  legislature  is  without 
power  to  forbid  or  suppress  a  particular 
kind  of  business,  where  such  business,  pro- 
perly and  honestly  conducted,  may  not  in 
itself  be  immoral?  We  think  not.  .  .  . 
If.  looking  at  all  the  circumstances  that  at- 
tend, or  which  may  ordinarily  attend,  the 
pnrsuit  of  a  particular  calling,  the  state 
thinks  that  certain  admitted  evils  cannot  be 
successfully  reached  unless  that  calling  be 
actually  prohibited,  the  courts  cannot  inter- 
fere, unless,  looking  through  mere  forms 
and  at  the  substance  of  the  matter,  they  can 
say  that  the  statute  enacted  professedly  to 
protect  the  public  morals  has  no  real  or  sub- 
stantial relation  to  that  object,  but  is  a 
dear,  unmistakable  infringement  of  rights 
secured  by  the  fundamental  law."  Booth  v. 
Illinois,  184  U.  S.  425,  429,  46  L.  ed.  623, 
626,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  425.  427.  It  has  never 
been  doubted  that  ordinances  prohibiting 
the  keeping  of  tenpin  alleys,  or  billiard  and 
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pool  tables,  at  places  where  spirituous  li- 
quors are  sold,  are  valid,  though  those 
games  are  perfectly  harmless  in  themselves. 
Our  Constitution  guarantees  to  everyone 
the  right  to  bear  arms  in  defense  of  person 
or  property,  yet  statutes  prohibiting  the 
carrying  of  a  pistol  concealed  about  the  per- 
son have  long  been  recognized  as  constitu- 
tional, though  many  persons  might  cany 
it,  in  that  way,  really  for  their  own  pro- 
tection, and  without  any  purpose  or  prob- 
ability of  violating  the  law  otherwise. 
Cotton  in  the  seed  is  certainly  valuable 
property,  and  it  follows  that  the  right  of 
ownership  carried  with  it  the  right  to  sell 
it  and  to  transport  it,  at  the  owner's  pleas- 
ure; yet  this  court  has  sustained  as  consti- 
tutional an  act  prohibiting  the  selling  of 
cotton  in  the  seed,  and  also  prohibiting  the 
transportation  of  the  same  after  sunset  and 
before  sunrise.  Acts  1878-79,  p.  206;  Davis 
T.  SUte.  68  Ala.  58,  44  Am.  Rep.  128;  Mnn- 
gan  V.  State,  76  Ala.  00. 

The  theory  of  all  these  acts  is  that, 
though  the  matters  referred  to  are  legiti- 
mate in  and  of  themselves,  yet  experience 
has  shown  that,  under  the  circumstances 
provided,  the  acts  prohibited  have  been 
found  to  tend  to  a  violation  of  the  law. 
The  act  now  under  consideration  is  to  pre- 
vent the  evasion  of  the  prohibition  law,  and 
I  think  it  is  a  reasonable  exercise  of  the 
police  power  of  the  state.  It  is  a  part  of  the 
history  of  all  governments  that  the  citiiien 
must  surrender  some  of  his  natural  rights 
for  the  good  of  others. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  December 
16,  1909. 


ARKANSAS  SVPREME  COURT. 

VALLEY   PLANTING   COMPANY,  Appt, 

•V. 

JOHN  S.  WISE. 

(—  Ark.  — ,  123  S.  W.  768.)  ' 

Statute   of   frauds  —  contract  to   make 
crop. 

1.  A  verbal  contract  made  early  in  De- 
cember in  one  year,  to  superintend  the  mak- 
ing and  gathering  of  the  next  year's  crop 
of  cotton,  is  not  within  the  statute  of  frauds, 
since  the  work  may  all  be  done  within  a 
year. 

Evidence  —  answer  In  other  case  —  con- 
clusiveness. 

2.  One's  answer  in  one  case  is  admissible 
against  him  in   another   case  between   the 


Note.  —  As  to  effect  of  statute  of  frauds 
upon  parol  contracts  for  services  which  may, 
but  are  not  intended  to,  be  performed  with- 
in a  year,  see  note  to  White  v.  Fitts,  15 

l.r.a:(n.s.)  313. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4<4 


ARKANSAS  SUPREME  COXJRT. 


Dxa, 


■ame  partiei  as  an  admission,  but  it  is  not 
conclusive,  being  subject  to  explanation. 
Same  —  Interpretation  of  contract  —  ad- 
mission of  party. 

8.  Upon  the  question  of  the  interpreta- 
tion of  a  contract,  evidence  is  not  admissible 
as  to  what  one  of  the  parties  had  in  con- 
templation about  its  effect. 

(December  20,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuii  Court  for  Drew  County 
in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  for  breach  of  aa  alleged 
contract  for  hire.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Williamson  &  Williamson  and 
Knox  &  Hardy,  for  appellant: 

Aa  the  contract  was  for  the  making  and 
gathering  of  the  ensuing  crop,  the  intention 
and  understanding  of  the  parties  at  the 
time,  as  to  the  duration  of  the  contract, 
is  the  real  test  as  to  whether  or  not  it  was 
within  the  statute  of  frauds. 

20  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  pp.  198-200;  Hig- 
gins.v.  Gager,  05  Ark.  607,  47  S.  W.  848; 
Meyer  v.  Roberts,  46  Ark.  SO,  55  Am.  Rep. 
667;  Henry  v.  Wells,  48  Ark.  485,  3  S.  W. 
637. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Wilson,  for  appellee: 

The  statute  of  frauds  applies  only  to  con- 
tracts which,  by  their  terms,  are  not  to  be 
performed  within  a  year,  and  does  not  ap- 
ply because  they  may  not  be  performed 
within  that  time. 

Arkansas  Midland  R.  Co.  v.  Whitley,  54 
Ark.  201,  11  L.R.A.  621,  15  S.  W.  465;  Mc- 
pherson V.  Cox,  96  U.  S.  404,  24  L.  ed.  746; 
Meyer  v.  Roberts,  46  Ark.  80,  55  Am.  Rep. 
667;  Sweet  v.  Desha  Lumber  Co.  56  Ark. 
629,  20  S.  W.  514. 

McCulIoch,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  is  an  action  instituted  by  appellee 
to  recover  damages  for  breach  of  an  alleged 
contract  for  hire.  He  alleged  that  appel- 
lant, a  corporation,  hired  him  as  overseer 
of  its  plantation  in  Drew  county,  Arkansas, 
to  superintend  the  making  and  gathering  of 
the  crop  ot  the  year  19UH,  auu  agreed  to 
pay  him  $1,000  for  his  services,  but  dis- 
charged him  without  cause  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  period  of  service.  He  re- 
covered judgment  below  for  the  sum  of 
$400. 

The  evidence  as  to  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract is  conflicting.  The  contract  was  a 
verbal  one,  and  was  entc'ed  into  in  the 
early  part  of  December,  1907.  Appellant's 
witnesses  testified  that  the  right  to  dis- 
charge appellee  at  any  time  was  expressly 
reserved  in  the  contract;.  Appellee  denied 
20  L,RJ^.(N.S,) 


this,  and  the  verdict  of  the  jury  has  settled 
that  issue  in  his  favor. 

Appellant's  witnesses  testified  that  the 
period  of  service  stipulated  in  the  contract 
was  the  whole  of  the  year  1908.  But  ap- 
pellee testified  that  he  was  employed  to 
superintend  the  making  and  gathering  of 
the  crop  of  1908,  no  definite  time  being 
specified.  This  issue,  too,  was  settled  by 
the  verdict  in  appellee's  favor. 

It  is  insisted  that  appellee  is  bound  by 
his  statement  contained  in  an  answer  filed 
by  him  in  another  action  between  the  same 
parties,  to  the  effect  that  appellant  agreed 
to  furnish  him  a  house  to  live  in  for  "twelve 
months  from  and  after  January  1,  1908." 
Appellee's  answer  in  that  case  was  compe- 
tent evidence  in  this  case  as  an  admission; 
but  it  is  not  conclusive,  and  is  subject  to 
explanation.  It  was  considered  by  the  jury 
along  with  the  other  testimony,  in  deter- 
mining the  terms  of  the  contract. 

Appellant  pleaded  the  statute  of  frauds, 
and  that  is  the  principal  question  here. 
The  law  on  this  subject  applicable  to  the 
case  is  well  settled.  The  contract  in  ques- 
tion was  one,  not  to  perform  service  for  a 
definite  period  of  time,  but  to  perform  a 
particular  service  for  a  stipulated  consid- 
eration; that  is,  to  superintend  the  making 
and  gathering  of  the  crop  for  the  stated 
compensation  of  $1,000.  In  Meyer  v.  Rob- 
erts, 40  Ark.  80,  55  Am.  Rep.  567,  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Smith,  speaking  for  the  court,  laid 
down  the  following  general  rule:  "But 
ever  since  the  case  of  Peter  v.  Compton, 
Skinner,  353,  1  Smith  Lead.  Cas.  8th  cd. 
614,  it  has  been  considered  settled  that  the 
statute  applies  only  to  agreements  which  ap- 
pear from  their  terms  to  be  incapable  of 
performance,  or  such  as  the  parties  never 
contemplated  should  lie  performed,  within 
the  year."  In  Arkansas  R.  Co.  v.  Whitley, 
64  Ark.  199,  11  L.R.A.  621,  15  S.  W.  465, 
the  authorities  on  this  subject  are  reviewed 
at  considerable  length,  and  the  following 
rule  is  summed  up  as  the  correct  one:  "In 
determining  when  contracts  come  within 
the  one-year  statute  of  frauds,  courts  have 
been  governed  by  the  words,  'not  to  be  per- 
formed.' They  have  treated  them  as  nega- 
tive words.  In  construing  them  it  is  said: 
'It  is  not  sufficient,  to  bring  a  case  within 
the  statute,  that  the  parties  did  not  con- 
template the  performance  within  a  year, 
but  there  must  be  a  negation  of  the  right 
to  perform  it  within  the  year.*  According 
to  this  rule  of  construction,  it  is  well  set- 
tled that  the  statute  only  includes  those 
contracts  or  agreements  which,  according  to 
a  fair  and  reasonable  interpretation  of  their 
terms,  in  the  light  of  all  the  circumstance<« 
which  enter  into  their  construction,  do  not 
adniit  of  performance  in   accordance  with 
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their  language  and  intention,  within  a  year 
from  the  time  they  were  made;  and  that  it 
includes  no  agreement,  if,  consistently  with 
its  terms,  it  may  be  performed  within  that 
time."  In  Browne  on  the  Statute  of 
Frauds,  5th  ed.  §  278a,  the  following  rule 
is  stated,  and  numerous  authorities  cited 
in  support  of  it:  "An  agreement,  in  gen- 
eral terms,  to  do  a  particular  act,  no  time 
being  specified,  and  the  act  being  such  as 
may  be  performed  by  the  party  promising, 
under  the  contract,  within  a  year,  is  also 
saved  from  the  operation  of  the  statute,  on 
the  principles  before  stated."  In  a  very  re- 
cent work,  the  following  statement  of  the 
law  on  the  subject  is  given  as  the  rule  sup- 
ported by  the  great  weight  of  authority: 
"While  there  are  exceptions,  the  general 
rule  supported  by  the  great  weight  of  au- 
thority may  be  stated,  that  the  statute  docs 
not  apply  where  the  contract  by  any  pos- 
sibility can  be  fulfilled  or  completed  in  one 
year.  Stated  in  other  words,  the  rule  is: 
If  it  appears  from  the  contract  itself  that 
it  was  not  to  be  performed,  or  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  performed,  within  a  year,  it  is 
void;  but  if  it  was  a  contract  which  might 
have  been  performed  within  a  year,  and 
which  the  plaintiff,  at  his  option,  might 
have  required  the  defendant  to  perform 
within  a  year,  it  is  not  within  the  statute." 
Smith,  Fr.  ft  Constr.  of  Stat.  Fr.  §  347.  See 
also  20  Cyc.  Law  ft  Proc.  pp.  199,  200; 
McPherson  v.  Cox,  »6  U.  S.  404,  24  L.  ed. 
746;  Walker  v.  Johnson,  96  U.  8.  424,  24 
L.  ed.  834. 

Now,  according  to  the  principles  thus 
stated,  the  contract  in  question  did  not 
fall  within  the  operation  of  the  statute  of 
frauds,  for  it  cannot  be  said  that  it  was, 
according  to  its  terms,  "not  to  be  performed 
within  a  year."  It  may  or  may  not,  accord- 
ing to  the  agreement,  have  been  performed 
within  a  year.  This  depended  upon  the 
course  of  the  seasons,  weather  conditions 
during  the  planting  and  crop-gathering  sea- 
sons, particularly  the  latter,  and  also  the 
scarcity  or  plentifulness  of  farm  labor,  and 
appellee's  ability  to  secure  labor  during  the 
seasons.  We  are  asked  to  say,  by  way  of 
judicial  cognizance,  that  a  crop  of  cotton 
cannot  be  made  and  gathered  within  a 
year;  or,  at  least,  that  such  a  feat  is  so 
unusual  in  this  state,  that  it  could  not  have 
been  within  the  understanding  and  con- 
templation of  the  parties  to  the  present  con- 
tract. But  we  are  unwilling  to  make  such 
a  declaration.  On  the  contrary,  if  we 
should  resort  to  matters  of  common  knowl- 
edge among  residents  of  the  cotton-growing 
localities,  as  to  the  course  of  the  seasons 
and  as  to  the  culture  and  production  of  cot- 
ton, we  should  say  that  a  crop  of  cotton 
can  be,  under  favorable  conditions,  planted, 
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harvested,  ginned,  and  marketed  within  a 
year.  That  depends  mainly  upon  weatlier 
conditions  duripg  the  gathering  season,  and 
the  amount  of  farm  labor  available;  and, 
if  these  conditions  are  favorable,  there  ap- 
pears to  be  no  reason  why  the  crop  cannot 
be  made  and  gathered  within  a  year  from  the 
time  in  which  the  contract  in  question  was 
made,  which  was  early  in  December,  1907. 
We  are  not  unmindful  of  the  adage  among 
southern  farmers  that  it  requires  "thirteen 
months  in  each  year"  to  make  and  gather  a 
crop  of  cotton,  which  is  perhaps  due  to  the 
proneness  of  mankind  to  magnify  the  diffi- 
culties of  one's  own  task,  and  to  regard 
those  of  others  as  less  arduous  and  exact- 
ing. But  this  cannot  be  accepted  as  a  truism 
80  as  to  control,  in  law,  the  binding  force 
of  the  contract.  According  to  the  terms  of 
the  contract  in  the  present  case,  as  estab- 
lished by  the  evidence  accredited  by  the 
jury,  appellee  agreed  to  perform  certain 
work  for  a  gross  stipulated  price.  Self- 
interest  was  a  natural  incentive  to  con- 
clude the  engagement  by  getting  t&e  crop 
gathered  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  he 
impliedly  agreed  to  do  this;  his  employer 
having  the  right  to  expect  and  demaAd  as 
much  of  him.  That  being  true,  we  cannot 
say  that  it  was  the  understanding  and  con- 
templation of  the  parties,  when  the  contract 
was  entered  into,  that  it  was  not  to  be  per- 
formed within  a  year. 

Appellant  complains  at  the  ruling  of  the 
court  in  refusing  to  admit  the  testimony  of 
appellant's  agent  who  entered  into  the  con- 
tract, as  to  what  he  had  in  mind  or  in  con- 
templation concerning  the  duration  of  the 
contract  at  the  time  it  was  entered  into. 
It  was  competent  to  show  what  was  said  by 
the  parties  in  making  the  contract,  and  also 
to  prove  all  the  attending  circumstances  in 
order  to  show  what  was  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  parties,  but  not  to  prove  what 
one  of  the  parties  had  in  contemplation 
about  its  effect. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


CONNECTICUT  SUPREME  COURT  OP 
ERRORS. 

KATHERINE  Q.  POWERS,  Appt., 

v. 

CONNECTICUT   COMPANY. 

(82  Conn.  665,  74  Atl.  931.) 

Street  railway  —  passenger  falling  over 
fender— liability. 

1.  A  street  car  company  is  not  liable  for 

injury   to   a   former   passenger   who,    after 

aligliting  from  the  car,  is  injured  by  falling 

over    the    rear    fender,    which    has   become 

'  loose  from  the  fastenings  intended  to  keep 
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it  up  while  the  car  is  running  in  the  oppo- 
site direction,  and  has  fallen  into  the  posi- 
tion which  it  should  occupy  if  it  were  in 
front  of  the  car,  where  the  company  does 
not  know  that  it  is  down,  and  the  passen- 
ger might  discover  that  fact  by  proper  at- 
tention, although  the  accident  occurs  after 
dark. 
Appeal  —  assignments  —  failure  to  make 

additional  findings. 

2.  A  plaintiff  against  whom  a  verdict  wa!> 
directed,  who,  after  the  evidence  has  been 
summarized  by  the  trial  court  for  the  pur- 
pose of  an  appeal,  takes  proceedings  as  al- 
lowed by  statute  to  correct  such  statement, 
as  a  result  of  which  all  the  evidence  and 
rulings  at  the  trial  are  certified  to  the  ap- 
pellate court,  cannot  assign  aa  error  the  re- 
fusal of  the  court  to  make  additional  find- 
ings of  fnpt. 

(January  4,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  Fairfield  County 
entered  on  a  directed  verdict  for  defendant 
in  an  action  brought  to  recover  damages  for 
personal  injuries  alleged  to  have  been  caused 
by  defendant's  negligence.    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Baldwin,  Ch.  J.: 
The   complaint,  after   alleging  that  the 
plaintiiT,  on  April  21,  1908,  between  7  and 


8  P.  u.,  became  a  passenger  on  one  of  the 
defendant's  cars  in  the  city  of  South  Nor- 
walk,  contained  these  averments  as  to  the 
nature  and  cause  of  the  accident: 

"(3)  Said  car  came  to  a  stop  near  the 
corner  of  North  Main  and  Washington 
streets,  in  said  South  Norwalk,  and  the 
plaintiff  thereupon  alighted  from  said  car, 
and,  while  passing  around  the  rear  end  of 
said  car,  in  order  to  reach  the  adjoining 
sidewalk,  and  while  in  the  exercise  of  due 
care  in  so  doing,  she  tripped  and  fell  over 
the  fender  of  said  car,  which  was  at  that 
time  attached  to  said  car  and  lying  on  or 
near  the  ground  at  the  rear  of  said  car." 

"(7)  Said  injuries  received  by  the  plain- 
tiff, as  aforesaid,  were  due  to  the  negli- 
gence of  the  defendant,  in  that  the  servants 
and  employees  of  the  defendant  carelessly 
and  negligently  allowed  said  fender  to  re- 
main on  the  ground  after  said  car  had  come 
to  a  stop,  and  while  the  plaintiff  and  other 
passengers  were  in  the  act  of  alighting  from 
and  passing  around  the  rear  of  said  car; 
and  in  that  the  rear  of  said  car  was  not 
lighted  so  as  to  enable  the  plaintiff  and  oth- 
er passengers  to  see  the  fender  as  it  lay  on 
the  ground  to  the  rear  of  said  car,  as  afore- 
said; and  in  that  said  servante  and  employ- 
ees of  the  defendant  failed  and  neglected 
to  give  the  plaintiff  any  notice  of  the  posi- 


Sote,  —Liability  of  carrier  to  passenger 
who  falls  over  fender. 

A  case  almost  on  all  fours  with  that  of 
PowEBs  V.  Connecticut  Co.  is  that  of  Gar- 
gan  V.  West  End  Street  R.  Co.  176  Mass. 
306,  49  L.R.A.  421,  79  Am.  St.  Rep.  298,  67 
N.  E.  217,  in  which  it  was  held  that  a 
street  car  passenger  who  was  injured  after 
leaving  the  car,  and  while  attempting  to 
pass  behind  the  car,  in  the  dark,  by  falling 
over  a  fender  which  had  become  disarranged 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  company,  and 
was  projecting  from  the  rear  of  the  car, 
could  not  hold  the  street  railway  com- 
pany liable  for  the  injury.  The  court  said 
"that  when  the  plaintiff  left  the  car,  she 
ceased  to  be  a  passenger  of  the  defendant. 
.  .  .  When  she  began  to  walk  towards 
her  house,  she  was  merely  a  traveler 
upon  the  highway.  The  respective  righte 
and  duties  of  the  plaintiff  and  the  de- 
fendant were  not  those  of  a  passenger 
and  a  common  carrier,  but  those  of  a 
pedestrian  crossing  a  public  street  in  which 
was  a  street  railway  track  then  occu- 
pied by  a  street  car,  and  of  a  street  rail- 
way corporation  lawfully  using  the  same 
street  in  its  traffic."  The  court  further 
said  "that,  irrespective  of  the  question  wheth- 
er the  plaintiff  could  be  found  to  have  been 
in  the  exercise  of  due  care  in  walking  against 
the  fender,  a  verdict  should  have  been  or- 
dered for  the  defendant,  because,  upon  the 
undisputed  evidence,  the  obstacle  against 
which  the  plaintiff  walked  was  part  of  a 
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vehicle  lawfully  using  the  street  within  the 
defendant's  right." 

A  similar  ruling  was  made  in  Poland  v. 
United  Traction  Co.  107  App.  Div.  561,  95 
N.  Y.  Supp.  498.  There,  a  street  car,  having 
reached  the  terminus  of  its  route,  stopped 
on  a  down  grade  for  passengers  to  alight, 
before  reversing  its  direction.  It  was  a  rule 
of  the  com]>any  that  the  motorman  should 
stand  at  his  post  until  the  conductor  had 
finished  his  duties  of  seeing  to  the  alighting 
of  passengers,  and  had  come  to  the  front  of 
the  car,  after  which  it  was  his  duty  to 
alight,  lift  the  fender,  and  strap  it  to  the 
dashboard,  in  order  to  change  the  front  of 
the  car  to  its  rear.  A  passenger  alighted, 
and  almost  immediately  after  passed  around 
that  end  of  the  car,  before  the  fender  had 
yet  been  raised,  tumbled  over  it,  and  was  in- 
jured. It  was  night,  but  street  lighte  were 
burning.  It  was  held  that  the  street  car 
company's  duty  to  the  plaintiff  as  a  passen- 
ger had  ceased,  that  the  rule  requiring  the 
motorman  to  remain  at  his  post  until  re- 
lieved by  the  conductor  was  a  reasonable 
one,  since  otherwise  the  car  might  slide 
down  the  decline;  that  the  company  was 
therefore  not  negligent  in  not  raising  tlie 
fender  earlier,  and  could  not  be  held  liable. 

See  also  Levison  v.  Metropoliten  Street  R. 
Co.  36  Misc.  827,  74  N.  Y.  Supp.  882,  in 
which  it  was  held  that  a  street  railway 
company  was  not  liable  to  a  pedestrian  who 
tripped  over  a  rear  fender  of  a  car  which 
had,  unknown  to  the  conductor,  fallen  down 
shortly  before. 
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tion  of  said  fender  on  the  ground,  as  afore- 
said, and  wholly  failed  and  neglected  to 
warn  the  plaintiff  of  the  danger  of  passing 
to  the  rear  of  said  car  while  said  fender  re- 
mained on  the  ground,  as  aforesaid." 

Messrs.  Keogh  &  Candee,  for  appellant: 

The  contract  of  carriage  between  passen- 
ger and  carrier  does  not  end  until  the  pas- 
senger la  landed  in  a  safe  place,  and  the 
carrier  is  liable  for  injuries  received  by  the 
passenger  if  the  place  of  alighting  is  not 
safe,  and  the  danger  is  obscured  by  darkness, 
and  no  warning  is  given. 

2  Cooley,  Torts,  3d  ed.  p.  1377;  Senf  v.  St. 
Louis  &  S.  R.  Co.  112  Mo.  App.  74,  86  S.  W. 
887 ;  Richmond  City  R.  Co.  v.  Scott,  86  Va. 
902,  11  S.  E.  404;  Wolf  v.  Third  Ave.  R.  Co. 
67  App.  Div.  605,  74  N.  Y.  Supp.  336;  Chi- 
cago Terminial  Transfer  R.  Co.  v.  Schmell- 
ing,  99  111.  App.  577,  affirmed  in  197  Ul. 
619,  64  N.  E.  714;  South  Covington  &  C. 
Street  R.  Co.  v.  Beatty,  20  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
1845,  50  S.  W.  239;  Atlanta  Consol.  Street 
R.  Co.  v.  Bates,  103  Ga.  333,  30  S.  E.  41; 
Piatt  V.  Forty-second  Street  &  G.  Street 
Ferry  R.  Co.  2  Hun,  124;  Wells  v.  Stein  way 
R.  Co.  18  App.  Div.  180,  45  N.  Y.  Supp.  864; 
Burbridge  v.  Kansas  City  Cable. R.  Co.  36 
Mo.  App.  669;  Boone  v.  Oakland  Transit  Co. 
139  Cal.  490,  73  Pac.  243;  Fillingham  v. 
St  Louis  Transit  Co.  102  Mo.  App.  573,  77 
8.  W.  314;  Melton  v.  Birmingham  R.  Light 
A  P.  Co.  153  Ala.  95,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  467, 
45  So.  151;  Montgomery  Street  R.  Co.  v. 
Mason,  133  Ala.  508,  32  So.  261;  Alabama 
G.  S.  R.  Co.  T.  Sellers,  93  Ala.  9,  30  Am.  St. 
Rep.  17,  9  So.  375;  V*n  Ostram  v.  New  York 
C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  35  Hun,  505;  Hutchinson, 
Carr.  2d  ed.  S  615;  Ft.  Wayne  Traction  Co. 
V.  Morvilius,  31  Ind.  App.  464,  68  N.  E.  304; 
Sowash  V.  Consolidated  Traction  Co.  188 
Pa.  618,  41  Atl.  743;  Brunswick  k  W.  R.  Co. 
V.  Moore,  101  Ga.  684,  28  S.  E.  1000;  Au- 
gusta R.  Co.  V.  Glover,  92  Ga.  132,  18  S.  E. 
406;  Louisville  R.  Co.  v.  Parks,  98  Ky.  580, 
29  S.  W.  455;  Chicago  Union  Traction  Co. 
V.  Rosenthal,  217  111.  458,  75  N.  E.  578. 

The  defendant  was  not  in  the  exercise  of 
due  care  at  the  time  of  the  injury,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  law. 

Fay  V.  Hartford  &  S.  Street  R.  Co.  81 
Conn.  578,  71  Atl.  734. 

The  plaintiff  was  not  negligent  as  a  mat- 
ter of  law. 

Lawler  v.  Hartford  Street  R.  Co.  72  Conn. 
81,  43  Atl.  545;  Norris  v.  New  York,  N.  H. 
ft  H.  R.  Co.  78  Conn.  314,  61  Atl.  1075. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Berry,  for  appellee: 

The  plaintiff  was  not  a  passenger  at  the 
time  of  the  accident. 

Donovan  v.  Hartford  Street  R.  Co.  65 
Conn.  201,  29  L.R.A.  297,  32  Atl.  350 ;  Cream- 
er V.  West  End  Street  R.  Co.  156  Mass.  320, 
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16  L.R.A.  490,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  466,  31  N.  E. 
391 ;  Gargan  v.  West  End  Street  R.  Co.  176 
Mass.  106,  49  L.R.A.  421,  79  Am.  St.  Rep. 
298,  57  N.  E.  217;  Conroy  v.  Boston  Elev.  R. 
Co.  188  Mass.  411,  74  N.  E.  672;  Central  P. 
R.  Go.  T.  Peacock,  69  Md.  257,  9  Am.  St. 
Rep.  426,  14  Atl.  709;  Chattanooga  Electric 
R.  Co.  V.  Boddy,  105  Tenn.  666,  51  L.R.A. 
885,  58  S.  W.  646;  Buzby  v.  Philadelphia 
Traction  Co.  126  Pa.  559,  12  Am.  St.  Rep. 
919,  17  Atl.  895;  Conway  v.  Lewiston  &  A. 
Horse  R.  Co.  S7  Me.  283,  32  Atl.  901;  Piatt  v. 
Forty-second  Street  4  G.  Street  Ferry  R.  Co. 
2  Hun,  124;  Smith  v.  City  &  Suburban  R. 
Co.  29  Or.  539,  46  Pac.  136,  780;  Booth, 
Street  Railways,  §  326;  Finseth  ▼.  Suburban 
R.  Co.  32  Or.  1,  39  L.RA.  517,  61  Pac.  84; 
Hanson  v.  Urbana  &  C.  Electric  Street  R. 
Co.  75  111.  App.  474;  West  Chicago  Street 
R.  Co.  V.  Walsh,  78  111.  App.  695 ;  Indianapo- 
lis Street  R.  Co.  v.  Tenner,  32  Ind.  App.  311, 
67  N.  E.  1044;  Thomas  v.  Boston  Elev.  R. 
Co.  193  Mass.  438,  79  N.  E.  749;  Jacobs  v. 
West  End  Street  R.  Co.  178  Mass.  116,  59 
N.  E.  639. 

There  was  not  sufficient  evidence  of  negli- 
gence upon  the  part  of  the  defendant  to 
warrant  the  jury  in  finding  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff. 

Gargan  v.  West  End  Street  R.  Co.  supra; 
McCaffrey  v.  Twenty-Third  Street  R.  Co. 
47  Hun,  404;  Adams  v.  Metropolitan  Street 
R.  Co.  82  App.  Div.  354,  81  N.  Y.  Supp.  663. 

The  plaintiff  was  not  in  the  exercise  of 
due  care  at  the  time  of  injury  complained 
of. 

Gargan  v.  West  End  Street  R.  Co.  su- 
pra; Bigelow  V.  West  End  Street  R.  Co. 
161  Mass.  393,  37  N.  E.  767;  McCaffrey  v. 
Twenty-Third  Street  R.  Co.  and  Adams  r. 
Metropolitan  Street  R.  Co.  supra. 

Baldwin,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  plaintiff's  evidence  either  establishes, 
or  would  have  justitled,  the  jury  in  finding 
the  following  facts:  On  the  day  alleged,  be- 
tween 7  and  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the 
plaintiff  was  a  passenger  on  one  of  the  de- 
fendant's trolley  cars  in  South  Norwalk.  It 
was  stopped  near  the  corner  of  North  Main 
and  Washington  streets,  and  three  persons 
alighted.  She  was  the  last  of  them,  and 
stepped  from  the  rear  end  of  the  car  down 
upon  the  street,  facing  forward.  As  soon 
as  both  her  feet  were  on  the  ground,  she 
turned  to  pass  around  the  rear  of  the  car, 
following  the  course  customarily  taken  by 
passengers  alighting  there  from  the  car  to 
reach  the  sidewalk,  which  she  wished  to  gain. 
As  she  started  to  walk  around  it,  the  skirt 
of  her  dress  caught  on  something  that  was 
on  the  fender,  and  she  was  thrown  into  it, 
sustaining   considerable   injuries.     At   this 
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time  it  was  very  dark.  There  were  seven 
or  eight  electric  lights  shining  inside  the 
car  and  a  sign  light  on  the  rear  dasher, 
shining  down  upon  the  fender,  and  about  2 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  platform.  This 
fender  was  a  double  one,  the  ordinary  metal 
framework  composing  the  lower  part  when 
down,  and  a  metal  basket-like  arrangement 
setting  into  the  lower  part.  It  was  attached 
to  the  rear  of  the  car,  and  was  either  in  the 
position  where  it  would  customarily  be  upon 
the  forward  end  of  the  car,  projecting  from 
the  car  about  3  feet,  and  within  a  few 
inches  of  the  ground,  or  had  dropped  flat 
upon  the  ground.  The  defendant's  custom 
in  running  its  cars  was  to  draw  the  rear 
fender  up,  fastening  it  by  a  hook  and  chain  or- 
strap,  and  let  the  front  fender  down.  When 
the  car  was  about  200  feet  from  the  point 
where  it  was  stopped,  the  conductor  heard 
a  noise  coming  from  outside  the  car,  which 
made  him  think  that  there  might  be  some- 
thing wrong  with  the  rear  fender.  He  was 
not  certain  as  to  this,  though  he  knew  that 
there  must  have  been  some  kind  of  a  break. 
It  was  his  intention  to  make  an  investiga- 
tion as  soon  as  the  car  stopped,  which  was 
to  be  very  shortly.  There  was  an  emergency 
bell  on  the  car,  which  he  did  not  ring.  If  it 
had  been  rung,  the  car  would  have  been 
stopped  immediately.  As  soon  as  the  three 
passengers  had  alighted,  he  started  to  make 
the  investigation  intended,  but  did  not  dis- 
cover that  the  fender  was  down,  until  the 
plaintiff  had  fallen  into  it.  When  she  got 
off  the  car  she  had  no  notice  or  knowledge, 
or  means  of  knowledge,  that  the  fender  was 
down.  She  had  ridden  on  this  railway  be- 
fore, and  had  never  seen  a  rear  fender  let 
down.     The  defendant  offered  no  evidence. 

The  negligence  alleged  was  (1)  in  allowing 
the  fender  to  remain  on  the  ground  after 
the  car  had  been  stopped,  and  while  passen- 
gers were  passing  around  the  rear;  (2)  in 
not  providing  proper  lights;  and  (3)  in  fail- 
ing to  give  the  plaintiff  any  notice  of  the 
position  of  the  fender,  or  warning  of  the 
danger  of  passing  to  the  rear  of  the  car, 
while  it  was  down.  There  was  no  evidence 
from  which  the  jury  could  reasonably  have 
concluded  that  the  plaintiff  could  hold  the 
defendant  liable  for  negligence  in  any  of 
these  respects.  At  the  time  when  she  re- 
ceived her  injury,  it  did  not  stand  toward 
her  in  the  relation  of  a  common  carrier.  A 
passenger  on  a  street  car  ceases  to  be  such 
when,  at  the  end  of  his  trip,  he  steps  from 
the  car  upon  the  street.  He  then  becomes 
a  traveler  on  the  highway,  and  those  respon- 
sible as  common  carriers  for  the  due  opera- 
tion of  the  railway  are  not  responsible  as 
such  for  his  safe  passage  across  the  road. 
Creamer  v.  West  End  Street  R.  Co.  166  Mass. 
320,  16  L.R.A.  490,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  466,  31 
26  L.RJ^.(N.S.) 


N.  E.  391.  The  defendant,  therefore,  owed 
the  plaintiff  not  the  high  measure  of  care 
due  to  a  passenger,  but  only  ordinary  care. 
Whether,  while  she  was  a  passenger,  it  did 
not  fail  in  duty  by  reason  of  the  neglect  of 
the  conductor  to  ring  the  emergency  bell, 
and  whether  her  subsequent  injury  might 
not  be  a  natural  result  of  that  negligence, 
are  questions  not  presented  by  the  complaint. 
Stopping  the  car  was  an  implied  invitation 
to  passengers  to  alight,  and  an  implied  as- 
surance that,  unless  notice  were  given  to 
the  contrary,  the  place  was  a  safe  one  at 
whiph  to  alight.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
evidence  showing  that  it  was  not  a  safe  one. 
The  plaintiff  in  fact  alighted  safely. 

The  fender  was  a  part  of  the  car.  After 
alighting .  she  brushed  against  it,  her  dress 
was  caught,  and  she  fell.  She  went  too  close 
to  it  for  safety,  but  this  was  while  she  was 
exercising  her  rights  as  a  traveler  on  the 
highway.  Neither  she  nor  the  defendant 
knew  that  the  fender  was  down.  Her  evi- 
dence shows  that  the  car  was  so  lighted  as 
to  make  the  fender  visible  if  she  had  looked 
toward  the  ground.  It  did  not  show  that 
she  so  looked,  but  rather  that  she  did  not 
The  defendant's  servants,  even  if  they  could 
be  chargeable  with  imputed  knowledge  that 
the  fender  was  down,  could  not  reasonably 
have  been  held  to  be  negligent,  as  respects 
highway  travelers,  in  allowing  it  to  remain 
down,  or  in  omitting  to  notify  them  of  its 
condition.  The  company  had  a  franchise 
from  the  state  authorizing  it  to  run  cars 
in  the  highway.  Fenders  are  a  well-known 
and  not  unusual  attachment  to  such  cars. 
Their  use  is  within  the  protection  of  the 
franchise,  and,  when  a  car  is  equipped  with 
them,  they  are  a  ^art  of  it.  Gargan  v. 
West  End  Street  R.  Co.  176  Mass.  106,  49 
L.R.A.  421,  79  Am.  St.  Rep.  298,  57  N.  E. 
217.  Ordinary  care  on  the  part  of  hi^way 
travelers  required  them  to  look  before  they 
stepped  so  close  to  a  car  as  to  come  in  eon- 
tact  with  it.  Upon  the  evidence  presented, 
no  reasonable  men  informed  as  to  the  law 
governing  the  facts  in  issue  could  come  to 
any  other  conclusion  than  that  the  plaintiff 
failed  to  show  either  that  she  exercised  sneh 
care,  or  that  the  defendant  was  wanting  in 
ordinary  care  toward  her.  It  was  therefore 
proper  to  direct  a  verdict  in  its  favor.  Fay 
V.  Hartford  &  S.  Street  R.  Co.  81  Conn.  578, 
71  Atl.  734. 

There  is  no  merit  in  the  error  assigned 
upon  the  refusal  of  the  trial  court  to  make 
certain  additional  findings  of  fact.  The 
cause  was  not  one  "tried  to  the  court  with- 
out a  jury."  The  provisions  of  Gen.  Stat 
1902,  §§  795,  796,  therefore  do  not  apply  to 
the  appeal.  When  a  case  tried  to  the  jnry 
goes  off  upon  a  verdict  for  the  defendant, 
given  by  direction  of  the  court,  it  is  only 
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DMcsaarj,  in  order  to  eecure  a  review  in  this 
court,  that  there  be  a  finding  stating  all  the 
evidence  introduced  and  rulings  made.  If, 
however,  the  parties  prefer  that  this  evi- 
dence should  be  summarized  by  the  court, 
and  that  is  done,  as  in  this  instonce,  a  find- 
ing of  this  nature,  if  incorrect,  may  be  cor- 
rected by  proceedings  under  Gen.  Stat.  § 
797.  The  plaintiff  has  taken  such  proceed- 
ings in  siipport  of  her  appeal,  and  the  su- 
perior court  has  certified  to  this  court  a 
htatement  of  all  the  evidence  and  rulings  ut 
the  trial.  That  statement,  in  this  condition 
of  the  cause,  operates  substantially  as  an 
amendment  of  or  substitute  for  the  original 
finding.  We  have  so  treated  it  in  preparing 
the  statement  of  the  facts  above  given  in 
the  opinion,  which  contains  all  those  of  any 
materiality  which  the  jury  would  have  been 
justified  in  finding  from  the  evidence  before 
them. 

The  corrections  asked  for  were  properly 
denied  by  the  Superior  Court. 

There  is  no  error. 

The  other  Judges  concur. 


GEORGIA  SUPREME  COURT. 

PIKE  BROTHERS  LUMBER  COMPANY, 
Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

MRS.  M.  B.  B.  MITCHELL  et  ol. 

(132  Ga.  675,  64  S.  E.  998.) 

Mechanics'    Hen  —  forclosiire  —  equita- 
ble relief. 

In  order  to  foreclose  a  materialman's  lien 
for  material  furnished  a  contractor  to  be 
UM^  in  improving  the  property  of  another, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  materialman  have 
judgment  aga*inst  the  contractor  in  a  pre- 
vious action,  or  the  contractor  must  be  sued 
concurrently  in  the  foreclosure  proceedings 


Headnote  by  Evans,  F.  J. 


with  the  owner  of  the  property  improved. 
If  the  contractor  be  adjudged  a  bankrupt, 
BO  that  no  judgment  in  personam  can  be  had 
against  him  in  an  action  at  law,  his  im- 
munity from  liability  to  a  personal  judg- 
ment will  not  give  the  materialman  a  right 
to  foreclose  his  lien  in  equity  against  the 
property  improved. 

(June   15,   1000.) 

IP  RROR  to  the  Superior  Court  for  Troup 
J  County  to  review  a  judgment  dismiss- 
ing on  demurrer  a  petition  filed  to  foreclose 
a  materialman's  lien.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  E.  T.  Moon  and  Frank  Har- 
well, for  plaintiff  in  error: 

A  materialman  furnishing  materials  up- 
on the  employment  of  a  contractor,  or  some 
other  person  than  the  owner,  for  the  im- 
provement of  real  estate,  has  a  special  lien 
on  the  real  estate  itself,  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  his  contract  and  the  recording  of  his 
lien  as  required  by  law. 

Cooper  V.  Jackson,  107  Ga.  265,  33  S.  E. 
60. 

The  owner  of  the  realty  and  the  contractor 
may  be  sued  jointly  to  enforce  a  lien  of  this 
character,  though  the  contractor  has  been 
adjudged  a  bankrupt. 

Re  Huston,  7  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  02;  Re 
Roeber,  9  Am.  ^ankr.  Rep.  778;  Howard  v. 
CunlifT,  10  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  71 ;  Crane  Co.  v. 
Smythe,  11  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  747;  Fehling  v. 
Goings,  13  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  154;  Philip 
Carey  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Viaduct  Place,  1  Ga.  App. 
707,  68  S.  E.'274;  Paxton  v.  Scott,  10  Am. 
Bankr.  Rep.  80. 

t'ersonal  judgment  need  not  be  obtained 
to  enforce  the  lien. 

27  Cyc.  Law  ft  Proc.  p.  349;  Holland  v. 
CunlifT,  96  Mo.  App.  67,  69  S.  W.  737;  How- 
ard V.  CunlifT,  supra. 

The  lien  can  be  enforced  by  proceeding  in 
equity. 

Philip  V.  Carey  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Viaduct  Place, 
I  Ga.  App.  708,  68  S.  E.  274;  Hudson  v.  La- 
mar, T.  &  R.  Drug  Co.  121  Ga.  835,  49  S.  E. 


Note.  —  Bffect  of  hankruptcy  of  eon- 
traeior  on  right  of  laborer  or  ma- 
terialman to  enforce  tnechanlea'  Uen 
againat  property  improved. 

Search  has  disclosed  but  one  other  case 
involving  the  precise  question  indicated 
above. 

It  was  held  in  Philip  Carey  Mfg.  Co.  v. 
Viaduct  Place,  1  Ga.  App.  707,  68  S.  E.  274, 
that  where  a  contractor  was  discharged  in 
bankruptcy  prior  to  a  judgment  in  favor 
of  a  materialman  whose  notice  of  lien  was 
filed  after  the  adjudication  of  bankruptcy, 
the  lien  eonld  not  thereafter  be  forecloeed 
aeainst  the  property  of  the  owner. 

Case*  involving  the  mere  question  of  the 
26  L.R^(NJ3.) 


right  as  between  the  laborer  or  material- 
man and  the  trustee  in  bankruptcy  of  the 
contractor  to  recover  the  amount  due  from 
the  owner,  or  to  claim  the  fund  paid  by 
such  owner,  present  a  different  question,  and 
are  excluded. 

On  effect  of  death  of  the  principal  con- 
tractor on  rights  of  subcontractor  or  mate- 
rialmen to  a  lien,  or  to  payment  by  the  own- 
ers, see  the  note  appended  to  Vernon  v.  Har- 
per, 20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  45. 

On  the  right  of  a  subcontractor  or  ma- 
terialman to  personal  judgment  against  the 
owner,  see  the  notes  appended  to  Al- 
b«>rti  V.  More,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  3036,  and  to 
Volker-Scowcroft  Lumber  Co.  v.  Vance,  24 
L.R.A.(N.S.)   321. 
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735;  Bell  V.  Dawson  Grocery  CJo.  120  Ga. 
628,  48  S.  K.  150. 

Messrs.  F.  M.  Longley  and  A.  H. 
Thompson,  for  defendants  in  error: 

Before  a  materialman's  lien  for  material 
furnished  to  a  contractor  to  improve  the 
real  estate  of  another  can  be  foreclosed, 
there  must  be  a  judgment  for  the  price  of 
such  material  in  his  favor  against  the  con- 
tractor, or  the  contractor  must  be  sued  con- 
currently with  the  owner  of  the  property 
impoved. 

Clayton  ▼.  Farrar  Lumber  Co.  119  Ga.  37, 
45  S.  E.  723;  Lombard  v.  Young  Men's  Lib- 
rary Asso.  Fund,  73  Ga.  322;  Royal  v.  Mc- 
Phail,  97  Ga.  457,  25  S.  E.  512;  Mauck  v. 
Rosser,  126  Ga.  268,  65  S.  E.  32;  Castleberry 
V.  Johnston,  92  Ga.  499,  17  S.  E.  772;  Mon- 
tague v.  Chattanooga,  B.  &  C.  R.  Co.  94  Ga. 
668,  21  S.  E.  846. 

Judgment  for  the  claim  could  not  be 
against  the  contractor,  because  of  the  ad- 
judication   in   bankruptcy. 

Philip  Carey  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Viaduct  Place,  1 
Ga.  App.  710,  58  S.  E.  274;  Klipstein  y.  Al- 
len-Miles Co.  89  C.  C.  A.  229,  136  Fed.  385. 

Mr.  W.  6.  Post  also  for  defendants  in 
error. 

Evans,  P.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  petition  of  Pike  Brothers  Lumber 
Company,  a  corporation,  against  E.  D.  Rob- 
erts and  Mrs.  M.  B.  B.  Mitchell,  tc  foreclose 
a  materialman's  lien,  was  dismissed  on  de- 
murrer. The  material  averments  of  the  pe- 
tition are  that  Roberts  contracted  to  im- 
prove certain  described  real  estate  belonging 
to  Mrs.  Mitchell;  that  the  plaintiff  furn- 
ished to  the  contractor,  between  May  30, 
and  July  22,  1907,  certain  materials  of  the 
value  of  $387.33,  which  were  used  by  the 
contractor  in  making  the  improvements; 
that  on  July  22,  1907,  the  plaintiff  filed  and 
caused  to  be  recorded  its  lien,  pursuant  to 
Civ.  Code  1895,  §  2804 ;  and  that  on  August 
6,  1907,  Roberts  on  his  own  petition  was 
adjudged  a  voluntary  bankrupt.  The  prayer 
is  for  a  decree  fixing  the  amount  due  by  the 
contractor  to  the  plaintiff  for  the  materials 
used  in  the  improvements,  and  a  judgment 
rn  rem  for  this  amount  against  the  real 
estate  which  was  improved.  No  judgment 
in  personam  is  pri^yed  against  the  contrac- 
tor. 

The  plaintiff  in  its  petition  admits  that, 
because  Roberts  had  been  adjudged  a  bank- 
rupt, it  could  not  maintain  an  action  at  law 
against  him  and  the  real-estate  owner  to  en- 
force its  statutory  lien  f&r  materials  fur- 
nished the  contractor  and  used  in  improv- 
ing the  real  estate  of  Mrs.  Mitchell.  It  is 
for  this  reason  it  alleges  it  is  entitled  to  re- 
lief in  equity,  which  can  be  afforded  by 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


granting  the  prayer  of  the  petition.    The  ad- 
mission that  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover 
at  law  is  based  on  the  well-settled  rule  that, 
before  a  materialman's  lien   for  materials 
furnished  to   a  contractor  to  improve  the 
real   estate   of   another   can   be   foreclosed, 
there  must  be  a  judgment  for  the  price  of 
such  materials  in  his  favor  against  the  con- 
tractor, or  the  contractor  must  be  sued  con- 
currently with  the  owner  of  the  property  im- 
proved in  the  foreclosure  procedings.    Clay- 
ton v.  Farrar  Lumber  Co.  119  Ga,    37,  46  S. 
E.  723.    The  reason  of  the  rule  is  that  the 
landowner  should  not  be  called  on  to  pay  a 
debt  he  did  not  contract,  and  for  which  his 
property  is  liable  only  by  force  of  a  statute, 
until   the  materialman   has  established  by 
judgment,  in  a  proceeding  to  which  the  con- 
tractor is  a  party,  that  the  contractor  owes 
to  him  the  amount  for  which  he  is  seeking 
to  assert  his  lien.    The  landowner's  liability 
to  the  materialman,  who  sells  to  his  con- 
tractor on  the  latter's  responsibility,  is  not 
primary  but  collateral,  and  dependent  whol- 
ly upon  compliance  with  the  statute  which 
creates  the  liability.    In  the  suit  to  enforce 
his  lien  the  materialman  may  be  defeated  by 
proof  that  the  debt  has  been  discharged  by 
payment.    If  it  is  a  debt  provable  in  bank- 
ruptcy, why  may  not  his  action  be  also  de- 
feated by  showing  that  his  debt  has  been  dis- 
charged by  bankruptcy?    It  is  to  be  home 
in  mind  that  in  this  case  it  is  not  attempt- 
ed to  establish  the  lien  against  the  bankrupt 
contractor's  land,  but  against  the  land  of 
one  not  in  privity  with  him.     If  judgment 
should  go  against  the  owner  of  the  land  im- 
proved   in    the   foreclosure    proceeding,    he 
would  have  his  remedy  over  against  the  con- 
tractor, either  by  deducting  the  amount  of 
the  judgment  from  what  is  due  the  contrac- 
tor, or,  if  the  contractor  had  been  fully  paid, 
the   landowner,   on    paying   the   judgment, 
would  be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of   the 
materialman    in    enforcing    reimbursement 
from  the  overpaid  contractor.     But  if  the 
contractor  has  been  adjudged  a  bankrupt, 
and  is  liable  to  be  discharged  as  such  by 
the  bankrupt  court,  and  therefore  not  sub- 
ject to  suit,  then  the  landowner  would  have 
no  remedy  over,  if  the  materialman  be  al- 
lowed a  judgment  in  rem  against  his  prop- 
erty.    Equity   follows   the   analogy   of  -the 
law.    The  materialman  cannot  foreclose  his 
lien  in  an  action  at  law  against  the  land- 
owner, because  he  cannot  get  a  judgment 
in  personam  against  the  bankrupt  contrac- 
tor.   Bowen  t.  Keller,  130  Ga.  31,  124  Am. 
St.  Rep.  164,  60  S.  E.  174.    He  should  not 
be  permitted  to  do  so  in  equity,  where  the 
effect  would  be  to  deprive  the  landowner  of 
his    remedy    over    against    the    contractor, 
who,  perchance,  had  been  fully  paid.     The 
bankruptcy  of  the  contractor  occasions  the 
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loss,  and  it  would  be  inequitable  to  shift  the 
loss  from  the  materialman  to  the  landowner, 
simply  because  the  materialman  has  lost 
his  remedy  at  law  by  the  contractor's  bank- 
ruptcy. In  this  connection,  see  Philip 
Carey  Mfg.  Co.  t.  Viaduct  Place,  1  Ga.  App. 
707,  68  S.  E.  274. 
Judgment  afi^med. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 


Hiiiixois  srPREMi:  coimT. 

FREDERICK  H.  WACHSMUTH  et  al., 
Exrs.,  etc.,  of  Henry  F.  Wachsmuth,  De- 
ceased, Appts., 

▼. 
PENN  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COM- 
PANY et  al. 

(241  111.  409,  89  N.  E.  787.) 

Administrator  —  debtor  —  payment  — 

accounting:. 

Upon  the  appointment  as  administrator  of 
an  estate  of  one  of  its  solvent  debtors,  the 
debt  is  considered  paid,  and  the  administra- 
tor is  chargeable  with  the  amount  thereof  in 
his  accounts,  regardless  of  his  subsequent 
financial  condition. 

(October  26,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  petitioners  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Appellate  Court,  First  District, 
affirming  a  decree  of  the  Probate  Court  for 


Cook  County  dismissing  a  petition  for  leave 
to  sell  lands  to  pay  the  debts  of  Henry  F. 
Wachsmuth,  deceased.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Moran,  Mayer,  &  Meyer,  with 
Mr.  William  Garnett,  for  appellants: 

Where  an  executor  is  indebted  to  his  tes- 
tator, and  is  insolvent  and  unable  to  pay  his 
debt  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  testa- 
tor, and  continues  so  to  be,  such  debt  from 
the  executor  will  not  be  treated  as  assets  in 
the  hands  of  the  executor. 

Re  Walker,  125  Cal.  242,  73  Am.  St.  Rep. 
40,  57  Pac.  !>91;  Re  Georgi,  21  Misc.  419,  47 
N.  Y.  Supp.  1061;  McCarty  v.  Frazer,  62  Mo. 
263;  Phillips  v.  Dockett,  112  III.  App.  587; 
Sanders  v.  Dodge,  140  Mich.  236, 112  Am.  St. 
Rep.  399,  103  N.  W.  597;  Howell  v.  Ander- 
son, 66  Neb.  575,  61  L.R.A.  313,  92  N.  W. 
760;  Lyon  v.  Osgood,  57  Vt.  707,  7  Atl.  6; 
State  ex  rel.  McClamrock  v.  Gregory,  119 
Ind.  503,  22  N.  E.  1 ;  Condit  v.  Winslow,  106 
Ind.  142,  5  N.  E.  751;  Brown  v.  Harshman, 
6  Ohio  C.  D.  10;  Wilson  v.  Rutbrauff,  82 
Mo.  App.  435;  2  Woerner,  Am.  Law  of 
'Administration,  §§  311,  512. 

Mr.  Harrison  B.  Riley,  with  Messrs. 
Asticraft  &  Aslicraft  and  Cliarles  Ii. 
Bartlett,  for  appellees: 

Where  an  executor  or  administrator  is  a 
debtor  of  the  deceased,  he  should  be  charged, 
on  taking  the  office,  with  the  amount  of  the 
indobtedn<>v  as  cash  in  hand. 

Howell  V.  Anderson,  66  Neb.  575,  61 
L.  R.  A.  313,  92  N.  W.  760;  Leland  v.  Fel- 
ton,  1  Allen,  531;  McGaughey  v.  Jacoby,  54 


Ifote,  —  Effect  of  appointment  of 
debtor  as  eocecutor  or  administrator 
to  discharge  debt,  or  charge  personal, 
representative  and  his  sureties. 

This  note  is  confined  to  cases  dealing  with 
the  effect  of  the  appointment  of  one  as  ex- 
ecutor or  administrator,  who  was  indebted 
to  the  estate  at  the  time  of  decedent's  death, 
and  it  does  not  cover  the  question  of  the  ef- 
fect upon  debts  arising  subsequently. 

Neither  does  the  note  cover  the  question 
of  who  is  entitled  to  compel  an  accounting 
by  the  representatives,  nor  cases  dealing 
with  the  question  of  upon  whom  the  burden 
of  proof  as  to  the  debt  or  its  discharge  rests, 
or  the  sufficiency  of  such  proof. 

Common-law  rule. 

At  common  law  the  appointment  of  a 
debtor  as  executor  or  administrator  of  the 
creditor  was  a  release  or  an  extinguishment 
of  the  debt,  but  the  rule  in  equity  was  that 
the  debt  became  assets  in  the  hands  of  the 
executor  or  administrator,  for  the  payment 
of  debts  and  legacies,  and  for  the  beneKt 
of  the  next  of  kin.  11  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  p.  834. 

.  There  appears  to  have  been  two  different 
theories  for  the  common-law  rule  of  extin- 
guishment. One  was  that  the  appointment 
26  LJLA.(NJ3.) 


of  a  debtor  as  executor  or  administrator  ex- 
tinguished-the  debt,  since  there  was  no  one 
in  existence  to  enforce  it,  the  debtor  and 
creditor  being  the  same  person.  The  other 
theory,  which  applied  to  executors,  regarded 
the  appointment  in  the  light  of  a  specific 
legacy  of  the  debt  to  the  debtor. 

in  the  following  cases  the  debt  was  held 
to  be  discharged  by  the  appointment  of  the 
debtor  as  executor  of  the  creditor's  estate; 
Wankford  v.  Wankford,  1  Salk.  299 ;  Freak- 
ley  v.  Fox,  9  Barn.  &  C.  130;  Strong  v.  Bird, 
L.  R.  18  Eq.  315;  Cheetham  v.  Ward,  1  Bos. 
&  P.  630. 

But  the  appointment  of  the  obligor  as  ex- 
ecutor of  the  obligee  during  the  minority  of 
another,  who  was  to  become  executor  on  be- 
coming of  age,  did  not  discharge  the  debt. 
Caweth  v.  Philips,  1  Ld.  Raym.  605. 

And  the  appointment  of  a  debtor  as  execu- 
tor .  did  not  discharge  the  obligation  as 
against  creditors  or  legacies  limited  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  debt.  Flud  v.  Rumcey, 
Yelv.  160. 

And  it  was  not  discharged  where  the  as- 
sets were  insufficient  to  pay  creditors,  al- 
though the  testator  had  declared  he  never 
meant  to  call  for  payment.  Byrn  v.  God- 
frey, 4  Ves.  Jr.  5. 

And  the  debt  of  the  executor  was  held 
not  extinguished  in  equity  by  the  appoint- 
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Ohio  St.  487,  44  N.  E.  231;  Probate  Judge 
V.  SuUoway,  68  N.  H.  511,  49  L.R.A.  347, 
73  Am.  St.  Rep.  619,  44  Atl.  720;  Wright  v. 
Lang,  66  Ala.  389. 

Vlckers,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of 
the  appellate  court  for  the  first  district, 
affirming  a  decree  of  the  probate  court  of 
Cook  county,  which  dismissed  the  petition  oi 
Frederick  H.  Wachsmuth  and  Louis  C. 
Wachsmuth,  executors  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Henry  F.  Wachsmuth,  de- 
ceased, for  leave  to  sell  lands  to  pay  debts. 
The  executors  have  prosecuted  a  further 
appeal  to  this  court. 

Henry  F.  Wachsmuth  died  November  2, 


1900,  leaving  a  last  will,  by  which  he  de 
vised  to  each  of  his  sons  a  piece  of  real 
estate  in  Chicago,  and  to  both  of  them, 
share  and  share  alike,  a  third  piece  of  Chi- 
cago city  property.  His  fons,  who  are  his 
executors  and  appellants  in  this  case,  were 
his  sole  devisees.  It  does  not  appear  that 
Henry  F.  Wachsmuth  owned  any  other  real 
estate  than  the  three  pieces  above  referred 
to.  He  left  personal  property  to  the  amount 
of  $5,595.08.  The  debts  probated  against  his 
estate  amounted  to  $12,850.33,  thus  showing 
a  deficiency  of  personal  assets  of  $7,254.25. 
The  petition  to  sell  the  real  estate  was  based 
on  a  just  and  true  account,  filed  December 
12,  1005,  which  showed  the  deficiency  of 
personal  assets,  as  above  stated.  All  of  the 
real  estate  of  which  the  testator  died  seised 


ment  of  the  debtor  as  executor  of  the  credit- 
or. Re  Hyslop  [1894]  3  Ch.  522;  Berry  v. 
Usher,  11  Ves.  Jr.  88;  Carey  v.  Goodinge,  3 
Bro.  Ch.  111. 

But  where  the  testator's  intention  to  dis- 
charge the  debt  appeared,  no  claim  therefor 
could  be  enforced  even  in  equity.  Strong  v. 
Bird,  supra. 

And  a  debt  due  from  one  of  two  executors 
was  not  released  where  it  was  included  in  a 
devise  to  the  executors  as  tenants  in  com- 
mon, but  it  was  divided  between  them. 
Brown  v.  Selwin,  Cas.  T.  Talb.  240. 

And  the  appointment  of  a  debtor  on  a 
bond  as  the  executor  of  the  obligee's  estate 
did  not  release  the  other  obligors  on  such 
bond.    Dorchester  v.  Webb,  Cro.  Car.  373. 

Rule  as  to  release  in  United  States. 

The  common-law  rule  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  debtor  of  the  decedent  as  execu- 
tor or  administrator  extinguished  the  debt 
absolutely,  and  discharged  the  representa- 
tive from  paying  it,  was  applied  in  the 
United  States  in  some  of  the  early  cases. 

Thus,  in  the  following  cases  such  appoint- 
ments were  held  to  extinguish  the  obliga- 
tions :  Marvin  v.  Stone,  2  Cow.  781 ;  Gardner 
v.  Miller,  19  Johns.  187;  Thomas  v.  Thomp- 
son, 2  Johns.  471. 

But  where  the  assets  were  insufiicient  to 
pay  the  debts  and  legacies,  no  release  re- 
sulted. Gardiner  v.  Miller;  Thomas  v. 
Thompson,  and  Marvin  v.  Stone, — supra; 
Decker  v.  Miller,  2  Paige,  349. 

The  rule  of  extinguishment,  however,  now 
has  little,  if  any,  force  in  the  United  States, 
and  in  the  following  cases  the  debt  was  held 
not  discharged  by  such  appointments:  Ba- 
con V.  Fairman,  6  Conn.  121 ;  Fleming  ▼. 
Boiling,  3  Call.  (Va.)  75;  Collins  v.  Nugent, 

7  Ohio  Dec.  Reprint,  485 ;  Ferebee  v.  Doxey, 
28  N.  C.  (6  Ired.  L.)  448;  Griffith  v.  Chew, 

8  Serg.  &  R.  33;  11  Am.  Dec.  556;  Miller's 
Appeal,  5  Legal  Gaz.  26;  Bigelow  v.  Bige- 
low,  4  Ohio,  138,  19  Am.  Dec.  591. 

And  in  the  following  cases  the  debt  was 
held  not  extinguished,  as  against  creditors 
and  legatees  at  least:  Wood  v.  Tallman,  1 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


N.  J.  L.  153;  Poulson  v.  Johnson,  29  N.  J. 
£q.  529. 

And  in  Finch  v.  Houghton,  19  Wis.  150, 
the  appointment  of  a  debtor  as  executor  was 
held  not  a  discharge,  where  the  will  showed 
such  was  not  the  testator's  intention. 

And  the  rule  that  such  appointments 
worked  a  discharge  was  held  in  Black  v. 
White,  13  S.  C.  37,  applicable  only  to  legal 
obligations,  so  that  it  had  no  force  where 
the  debt  was  barred  by  limitations. 

In  many  jurisdictions  the  common-law 
rule  has  been  abrogated  by  statutes  provid- 
ing in  effect  that  the  appointment  of  a  debt- 
or as  executor  or  administrator  of  the  cred- 
itor shall  not  discharge  the  debt. 

Such  statutes  were  applied  in  the  follow- 
ing cases,  holding  that  no  discharge  result- 
ed where  such  intention  was  not  shown 
by  the  deceased:  Phillips  v.  Duckett,  112 
111.  App.  687;  May  v.  Leighty,  36  111.  App. 
17;  Mitchell  v.  Rice,  6  f.  J.  Marsh.  623; 
Moore  v.  Miller,  62  N.  C.  (Phill.  Ea.)  359. 

And  a  statute  to  this  effect  is  in  force  in 
Virginia.  Utterback  v.  Cooper,  28  Gratt. 
233. 

And  by  the  statute,  in  New  York  the  debt 
is  not  discharged.  See  Adair  v.  Brimmer 
and  Re  Brintnall  (under  heading  "Debt  as 
assets")  Everts  v.  Everts  and  Re  Butler 
(under  heading  "Debt  considered  as  money 
in  hand") ;  Re  Consalus  and  Re  Ablowich 
(under  heading  "Firm  or  partnership  debts 
as  assets"). 

The  use  of  the  word  "discharge"  in  this  sec- 
tion refers  to  the  absolute  release  of  the  rep- 
resentative from  ever  paying  the  obligation. 
This  use  of  "discharge"  is  distinguished 
from  that  where  it  denotes  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  obligation  as  such,  and  holds  the 
debt  to  become  assets  or  cash  in  hand  by 
the  appointment  of  the  debtor  as  repre- 
sentative. 

Thus,  for  example,  it  is  held  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  obligor  as  the  personal 
representative  of  the  obligee  discharges  the 
bond  as  such,  but  not  the  debt,  and  the 
representative  is  held  liable  for  the  amount 
thereof  as  assets.  Griffith  v.  Chew,  8  Serg. 
&  R.  17,  11  Am.  Dec.  556;  Eichelberger  v. 
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was  encumbered  hj  trust  deeds  or  mortgages 
placed  thereon  by  the  testator.  The  liabil- 
ities of  the  estate  under  these  encumbrances 
were  $35,500.  One  piece  of  property  was 
gold  under  foreclosure,  and  failed  to  bring 
the  full  amount  of  the  encumbrance  against 
it.  The  parcel  of  real  estate  known  as  the 
'Torty-Seventh  Street  Property,"  which  was 
devised  to  Ix>uis  C.  Wachsmuth,  was  mort- 
gaged for  $11,000.  This  indebtedness  was 
paid  with  part  of  the  proceeds  of  a  $15,000 
trust  deed  placed  on  the  property  by  Ix>uis 
C.  Wachsmuth  after  his  father's  death. 
This  trust  deed  was  executed  to  Francis  B. 
Peabody,  and  finally,  by  assignment,  became 
the  property  of  the  Penn  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance Company,  and  was  by  that  company 
foreclosed,  and  the  property  sold  for  the 


amount  of  the  debt  and  cost*,  and,  no  re- 
demption having  been  made,  a  deed  was 
issued  by  the  master  in  chancery  to  the 
Penn  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  on 
October  26,  1904,  and  afterwards  the  insur- 
ance company  conveyed  the  said  property, 
and  the  title  thereto  is  now  in  Bernard 
Baumgarden.  The  encumbrance  upon  the 
other  piece  of  property,  which  is  known  in 
the  record  as  the  "Rhodes  Avenue  Proper- 
ty," was  $10,000,  and  this  piece  was  devised 
to  Frederick  H.  Wachsmuth  by  the  will. 

The  ground  upon  which  the  probate  court 
dismissed  appellants'  petition  was  that  it 
did  not  appear  that  there  was  any  deficiency 
of  personal  assets  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
estate.  This  holding  is  based  upon  the 
admitted  facts  that  the  executors  were,  at 


Morris,   6  Watts,  42;    Fishel  v.  Fishel,   7 
Watts,  44. 

So,  it  is  held  that  one  administrator  can- 
not maintain  an  action  against  his  coadmin- 
istrator on  a  bond  given  by  the  latter  to  the 
intestate.  Simon  v.  Albright,  12  Serg.  &  R. 
429. 

Debt  as  asset. 

The  Pennsylvania  statute  requires  that  a 
debt  due  from  an  executor  to  the  testator  be 
included  in  the  inventory.  Gilson's  Estate, 
18  W.  N.  C.  570. 

And  the  New  Hampshire  statute  provides 
that  a  debt  due  from  the  representative  shall 
be  assets,  and  accounted  for  as  other  debts. 
Jones  T.  Chase,  55  N.  H.  234. 

The  New  Jersey  statute  makes  a  debt 
due  from  the  personal  representative  as- 
sets in  his  hands.  Harker  v.  Irick,  10  N.  J. 
Eq.  269. 

And  it  was  held  in  Probate  Court  v.  Mer- 
riam,  8  Vt.  234,  that  an  executor  must 
charge  himself  with  a  debt  due  the  estate 
by  him,  where  he  is  solvent. 

If  a  debt  from  a  debtor  who  is  appointed 
executor  of  his  creditor's  estate  is  not  due 
at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  it  becomes 
assets  in  his  hands  as  soon  as  it  matures. 
Mitchell  V.  Thomson,  7  Mackey,  130. 

And  an  executor  must  charge  himself  with 
money  received  from  the  testatrix  the  day 
before  her  death.  Re  Brintnall,  40  Misc. 
67,  81  N.  Y.  Supp.  250. 

And  the  note  of  an  executor  held  by  the 
estate  should  be  included  as  an  asset,  even 
though  he  be  insolvent,  since  his  commis- 
sion must  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
dd>t.  Freeman  v.  Freeman,  4  Redf.  211; 
Bnrkhalter  v.  Norton,  3  Dem.  tilO. 

And  in  Wilson  t.  Rose,  3  Crancb,  C.  C. 
371,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  17,831,  it  was  held  that, 
if  the  debt  is  not  barred  by  limitations,  it 
must  be  included  as  an  asset. 

A  son  who  misapplied  part  of  the  rents 
which  he  collected  for  his  mother  is  charge- 
able therewith  as  administrator  of  the 
mother's  estate,  although  the  only  claim- 
ants are  representatives  of  a  brother,  with 
whose  consent  the  money  was  applied  for 
2«  L.B.A.(NA) 


the  benefit  of  property  jointly  owned  by 
the  brothers.  Coffey  v.  Coffey,  193  Mass. 
398,  118  Am.  St.  Rep.  535,  79  N.  E.  742. 

So,  where  one  of  two  administrators 
owed  a  debt  to  the  deceased,  and  the  fact 
was  known  to  the  other  administrator  at  the 
time  a  joint  bond  with  surety  was  executed, 
the  debt  will  be  treated  as  assets  in  their 
hands,  for  which  both  are  liable  as  princi- 
pals, as  between  themselves  and  the  surety. 
Dorger  v.  Woodward,  27  Ohio  C.  C.  123. 

But  it  has  been  held  that  those  who  are 
joint  executors  with  one  who  is  indebted  to 
the  testator  are  not  responsible  for  the  debt 
where  it  never  comes  into  their  hands,  but 
tlte  debtor  alone  is  liable  therefor.  Darling 
T.  Brown,  2  Can.  S.  C.  26. 

An  executor  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  his 
bond  where  he  fails,  in  a  petition  for  leave 
to  sell  the  testator's  real  estate  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  and  legacies,  to  include  a  debt 
due  by  him  to  the  testator.  Chapin  v.  Wa- 
ters, 116  Mass.  140. 

But  an  executor  is  not  estopped  by  in- 
cluding his  debt  in  the  inventory,  from  deny- 
ing his  present  indebtedness  thereon,  and  be 
may  subsequently  present  a  defense  there- 
to. Lynch  v.  Divan,  66  Wis.  400,  29  N.  W. 
213;  Adair  v.  Brimmer,  74  N.  Y.  539;  Ex 
parte  Raab,  16  Ohio  St.  274. 

And  under  a  statute  providing  that,  if 
any  person  appoint  his  debtor  as  executor 
of  his  will,  the  appointment  shall  not  dis- 
charge the  debt,  but  it  shall  be  assets  in 
his  hands,  a  debt  owing  by  an  administrator 
is  an  asset,  but  it  is  only  such  an  asset 
as  it  would  be  if  owing  by  anybody  else; 
and,  where  the  administrator  honestly 
claims  that  he  does  not  owe  it,  be  is  entitled 
to  a  jury  trial  on  that  issue,  and  a  judg- 
ment of  the  probate  court  compelling  its 
payment  before  such  trial  is  erroneous. 
Wilson  V.  Ruthrauff,  82  Mo.  App.  435;  Mc- 
Manus  v.  McDowell,  11  Mo.  App.  436. 

The  insertion  of  a  duebill  of  the  adminis- 
trator in  the  inventory  and  appraisement 
of  the  estate  is  not  a  new  promise,  which 
removes  the  bar  of  limitations  Black  v. 
White,  13  S.  C.  37. 

And  the  statute  of  limitations  will  not 
protect  an  administrator  lo  long  as  he  re- 
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the  time  of  their  appointment,  indebted  to 
their  father's  estate,  on  account  of  money 
loaned  to  them  by  their  father  in  his  life- 
time, in  the  sum  of  $10,000.  and  that  the 
property  devised  to  appellants  under  the 
will  was,  at  a  fair  market  value,  worth 
$70,000,  or  $34,500  more  than  the  aggregate 
amount  of  encumbrances  thereon.  The  evi- 
dence shows  that  the  appellants  had  prop- 
erty in  their  own  right  at  the  time  they 
were  appointed  executors,  valued  at  $5,000, 
and  that  their  personal  liabilities  were 
$27,000.  Deducting  the  individual  liabilities 
of  the  executors  from  the  value  of  the  equi- 
ties devised  to  them,  it  appears  that  the  ex- 
ecutors were  solvent,  and  able  to  pay  the 
$10,000  indebtedness  which  they  owed  to 
their  father's  estate.    Under  these  facts  the 


probate  court  held  that  the  debt  due  from 
appellants  to  the  estate  must  be  regarded 
as  cash  assets  in  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tors, available  for  the  payment  of  claims 
against  the  estate,  and  that  so  regarding 
this  amount,  and  adding  it  to  the  $5,595.08 
of  other  personal  assets  belonging  to  the 
estate,  the  deficiency  of  personal  assets  dis- 
appears; hence  there  was  no  authority,  un- 
der the  law,  for  resorting  to  a  sale  of  real 
estate  to  pay  debts.  The  appellate  court 
took  the  same  view  of  this  question  that  the 
probate  court  did,  ar.d  affirmed  its  decree. 

The  appellees  have  assigned  cross  errors 
on  the  record,  which  call  in  question  the 
rulings  of  the  court  on  other  questions  which 
were  decided  in  favor  of  appellees;  but  in 
the   view   which   we  have  of  the   question 


mains  liable  for  the  debt  as  assets.    Tliomp- 
son  V.  Thompson,  77  Ga.  692,  3  S.  E.  261. 

For  other  cases  bearing  on  the  question 
of  such  debts  ns  assets,  see  Probate  Judge 
V.  SuUoway;  Norris  v.  Towle;  Freeman  v. 
Freeman;  Burkhalter  v.  Norton;  Young  v 
Thrasher;  Purdom  v.  Tipton;  Arnold  v.  Ar- 
nold; Baucus  v.  Stover;  Baucus  v.  Barr; 
and  Keegan  ▼.  Smith  (under  heading  "Lia- 
bility where  representative  insolvent") ; 
Kealbofer  v.  Emmert;  Lambrecht  v.  State: 
and  Hoffman  v.  Armstrong  (under  heading 
"Statutes  making  debt  money  in  hand")  ; 
Johnson  v.  Hicks  (under  heading  "Debt  con- 
sidered as  money  in  hand"). 

Firm  or  partnership  debts  as  assets. 

Debts  due  from  a  firm  or  partnership  of 
which  the  personal  representative  is  a  mem- 
ber are  generally  considered  as  assets,  for 
which  he  is  accountable. 

Thus,  where  one  partner  is  appointed  ad- 
ministrator of  a  creditor  of  the  partnership 
concern,  a  debt  due  from  the  partnership 
will  be  considered  as  assets  in  his  hands. 
Eaton  V.  Walsh,  42  Mo.  272. 

And  a  debt  due  by  an  administrator  to 
the  partnership  of  which  he  and  decedent 
were  members  becomes  an  asset  in  his  hands 
on  his  appointment,  and  the  time  during 
which  he  so  holds  it  cannot  be  included  in 
measuring  limitations.  Whiting  t.  Leakln, 
66  Md.  255,  7  Atl.  688. 

So,  an  Executor  is  chargeable  with  the 
amount  of  a  debt  due  from  a  firm  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  where  he  paid  the  amount 
to  himself  as  executor  in  Confederate  money, 
when  he  knew  it  was  greatly  depreciated 
and  it  subsequently  became  worthless  in  his 
hands.    Wilson  v.  Powell,  75  N.  C.  468. 

The  provisions  of  the  New  York  statute 
apply  to  debts  due  from  a  firm  of  which  an 
executor  is  a  member,  and  they  must  be  in- 
cluded in  the  inventory  and  charged  to  the 
executor.  Re  Consalus,  95  N.  Y.  340;  Re 
Ablowich,  118  App.  Div.  626,  103  N.  Y. 
Supp.  699. 

See  also  Leland  v.  Felton;  Bassett  v.  Fi- 
delity &  D.  Co.  (under  heading  "Liability 
where  representative  insolvent") ;  James  T. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S,) 


West    (under  heading  "Debt  considered  as 
money  in  hand"). 

Debt  considered  as  money  in  hand. 

In  most  of  the  states  the  personal  repre- 
sentative is  held  liable  for  his  debt  to  the 
estate  as  for  so  much  money  in  his  hands. 
It  was  BO  held  in  Duffee  v.  Buchanan,  8  Ala. 
27;  Lane  v.  Westmoreland,  79  Ala.  372; 
Wright  V.  Lang,  66  Ala.  397;  Miller  v.  Irby, 
63  Ala.  477;  Weems  v.  Bryan,  21  Ala.  302: 
Davenport  v.  Richards,  16  Conn.  310;  Wil- 
liams V.  Morehouse,  9  Conn.  475;  Chenery 
V.  Davis,  18  Gray,  89;  Kaster  v.  Pierson, 
27  Iowa,  90,  1  Am.  Eep.  654;  Savery  v. 
Sypher,  39  Iowa,  675;  Webster  v.  Webster, 
7  Ky.  L.  Eep.  302;  Swart  v.  Reveal,  16  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  503,  29  S.  W.  24;  Kirby  v.  Moore, 
30  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1020,  99  S.  W.  1156;  Boyoe 
v.  Davis,  13  La.  Ann.  554;  Ipswich  Mfg.  Co. 
V.  Story,  5  Met.  313;  Stevens  v.  Gay  lord, 
11  Mass.  256;  Winship  v.  Bass,  12  Mass. 
202;  Tarbell  v.  Jewett,  129  Mass.  460; 
SJgourney  v.  Wetherell,  6  Met.  653 ;  Bassett 
v.  Granger,  136  Mass.  174;  Hall  v.  Hall, 
2  M'Cord,  Eq.  269 ;  Hodge  v.  Hodge,  90  Me. 
505,  40  L.R.A.  33,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  285,  38 
Atl.  535;  Slagle  v.  Slagle,  3  Ohio  Dec.  Re- 
print, 549 ;  Chenev  v.  Powell,  11  Ohio  C.  D. 
279;  Jones  v.  Willis,  72  Ohio  St.  189,  74 
N.  E.  166;  Griffin  v.  Bonham,  9  Rich.  Eq. 
71;  Jacobs  v.  Woodside,  6  S.  C.  490;  Robin- 
son V.  Hodgkin,  99  W.  S.  327,  74  N.  W.  791. 

And  the  same  rule  holds  as  to  special  ad- 
ministrators who  are  debtors  of  the  estate. 
Re  Armstrong,  69  Cal.  239,  10  Pac.  335. 

And  such  a  debt  being  transmuted  into 
money,  it  cannot  be  classed  as  an  uncol- 
lectable  claim  because  of  the  executor's  in- 
solvency. Cheney  v.  Powell,  supra;  Gil- 
son's  Estate,  18  W.  N.  C.  570. 

In  the  following  cases  it  was  held  that  a 
debt  due  from  a  personal  representative  who 
is  solvent  is  presumed  to  have  been  paid, 
and  to  be  assets  in  his  hands:  Johnson  v. 
Hicks,  97  Ky.  116,  30  S.  W.  3;  United 
States  V.  Eggleston,  4  Sawy.  199,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  15,027;  State  ex  rel.  Moseley  v.  Johnsd%i 
144  N.  C.  257,  56  S.  K  922,  929. 

But  it  wRs.held  in  Cook  v,  Cook,  69  Al», 
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already  stated,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for 
ns  to  either  state  the  facts  out  of  which 
they  arose,  or  decide  the  questions  raised  by 
the  cross  errors  assigned.  The  ultimate 
question  to  be  determined  is:  Should  the 
$10,000  debt  due  the  estate  from  the  exec- 
utors be  regarded  as  so  much  personal  as- 
sets, which,  by  operation  of  law,  is  con- 
yerted  into  cash  in  the  hands  of  the  exec- 
utors? If  this  question  is  answered  in  the 
afRrmative,  it  follows,  as  a  necessary  se- 
quence, that  there  was  no  deficiency  in  the 
personal  property,  and  that  "the  decree  dis- 
missing the  petition  is  correct. 

Appellees  contend  that,  when  a  debtor  is 
appointed  administrator  of  his  creditor's 
estate,  the  debt  is  considered  paid,  and  the 
administrator  is  chargeable  with  the  amount 


thereof  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  re- 
gardless of  the  financial  condition  of  the 
administrator.  This  contention  is  supported 
to  the  full  extent  claimed  by  appellees,  by 
the  supreme  court  of  Massachusetts  in  Le- 
land  T.  Felton,  1  Allen,  531;  by  the  su- 
preme court  of  Ohio  in  McGaughey  t.  Ja- 
coby,  64  Ohio  St.  487,  44  N.  E.  231;  by  the 
supreme  court  of  New  Hampshire  in  Probate 
Judge  V.  Sulloway,  68  N.  H.  511,  49  L.R.A. 
347,  73  Am.  St.  Rep.  619,  44  Atl.  720;  and 
by  the  supreme  court  of  Alabama  in  the 
case  of  Wright  t.  Lang,  66  Ala.  389.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  the  rule  contended 
for  is  not  without  support.  The  reason  upon 
which  these  decisions  rest  is  that  the  ad- 
ministrator cannot  sue  himself,  and  that 
therefore,  when  he  is  appointed,  his  debt  to 


204,  that  the  presumption  of  payment  arises 
wthout  regard  to  the  solvency  of  the  debtor. 

In  Robinson  v.  Hodgkin,  99  Wis.  327,  74' 
N.  W.  791,  it  was  held  that  where  creditors 
will  be  prejudiced,  or  the  will  shows  an  in- 
tention that  a  debt  due  from  an  executor  is 
not  to  be  discharged,  it  becomes  assets  in 
his  hands,  which  will  be  treated  as  so  much 
money  therein.  This  case  disapproves  Lynch 
T.  Divan,  66  Wis.  490,  29  N.  W.  233,  so  far 
as  contrary  expressions  appear  therein. 

An  executor  who  was  a  debtor  of  the 
testator  cannot  set  up  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions where  he  fails  for  a  long  period  to 
prove  the  will,  since  the  act  of  proving  re- 
lates to  the  time  of  testator's  death,  and  he 
is  considered  as  having  the  money  in  his 
hands  from  that  time.  Ingle  v.  Richards, 
28  Beav.  306.  To  the  same  effect  is  Haines 
V.  Haines  (N.  J.  Eq.)  16  Atl.  839. 

In  Re  Butler,  1  Connoly,  58,  9  N.  Y.  Supp. 
641,  and  Evarts  v.  Evarts,  62  Barb.  677,  it 
was  held  that  the  executor  was  liable  as 
for  money  in  his  hands,  where  the  debt  was 
established  as  a  just  claim. 

Where  an  executor  who  is  a  debtor  to  the 
estate  fails  to  apply  the  amount  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a  judgment,  he  is  liable  for  the  in- 
jury sustained  by  reason  of  allowing  land  of 
the  estate  to  be  sold  for  its  payment.  Farys 
v.  Farys,  Harp.  Eq.  261. 

Parties  in  interest  have  a  right  to  hold 
an  administrator  to  his  statements  as  to 
the  payment  of  his  debt  to  the  estate,  or 
to  rely  on  the  principle  which  deems  the 
amount  due  from  the  personal  representa- 
.  tive  as  paid.    Koon  v.  Munro,  11  S.  C.  139. 

So,  a  debtor  who  becomes  executor  of  the 
creditor's  estate  is  chargeable  with  the  debt 
as  an  asset,  but  where  it  is  not  actually 
paid,  the  legatees  may  treat  it  as  unpaid, 
and  enforce  the  security.  Newman  v.  Cly- 
burn,  41  8.  C.  534,  19  S.  E.  933. 

The  fact  that  an  executor  who  executed  a 
note  to  the  testator,  which  did  not  mature 
during  testator's  lifetime,  has  possession  of 
the  note,  will  not  be  taken  as  evidence  of 
payment,  and  he  will  be  held  to  account 
therefor.     Speed  v.  Nelson,  8  B.  Mon.  499. 

It  has  been  held,  however,  that  the  debt 
due  the  estate  by  an  executor  does  not  im- 
2«  L,BJ^.(N.S.) 


mediately  become  cash  in  his  hands,  but 
the  debt  and  interest  thereon  continue  to 
run,  until  he  reports  cash  in  his  hands  for 
distribution.  Phillips  v.  Duckett,  112  111. 
App.  587. 

And  where  an  executor  did  not  treat  a 
judgment  debt  held  against  him  by  the 
testator's  estate  as  paid  after  the  executor's 
death,  an  assignee  of  the  administrator 
d.  b.  n.  c.  t.  a.  may  issue  execution  thereon 
against  the  executor's  estate.  Charles  t. 
Jacobs,  9  S.  C.  295. 

And  the  statutory  penalty  for  failure  to 
deposit  and  account  for  money  as  provided 
by  statute  cannot  be  imposed  for  the  amount 
due  from  an  executor  individually  where  it 
is  not  shown  to  have  been  actually  paid.  Re 
Oimmick,  111  La.  655,  35  So.  801. 

So,  debts  due  the  deceased  from  a  firm  of 
which  an  administrator  is  a  member  are  not 
chargeable  as  money  in  his  hands.  James 
V.  West,  67  Ohio  St.  28,  65  N.  E.  156. 

But  a  note  of  which  he  is  the  maker,  and 
another  is  surety,  is  so  chargeable.     Ibid. 

As  bearing  on  the  question  whether  a  debt 
is  to  be  regarded  as  money  in  hand,  see  also 
Mason's  Estate;  Baucus  v.  Stover;  Harker 
v.  Irick,  The  Ordinary  v;  Kershaw;  and 
Terhune  v.  Oldis  (under  heading  "Liability 
where  representative  insolvent"). 

Statutes  making  debt  money  in  hand. 

In  some  states  statutes  have  been  passed 
declaring  debts  due  from  personal  represen- 
tatives to  be  money  in  hand. 

Thus,  by  statute,  in  Maryland  an  executor 
or  administrator  is  required,  when  he  re- 
turns a  list  of  debts  due  the  deceased,  to 
include  any  just  claim  which  the  deceased 
had  against  him,  and  to  treat  it,  and  ac- 
count for  it,  "as  if  it  was  so  much  money 
in  his  hands."  Kealhofer  v.  Emmert,  79 
Md.  248,  29  Atl.  68 ;  Lambrecht  v.  State,  57 
Md.  240;  Hoffman  v.  Armstrong,  90  Md. 
123,  44  Atl.  1012. 

Under  this  statute,  the  executor's  sureties 
have  been  held  liable,  without  regard  to  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  he  was  able  to 
pay  the  debt.     Lambrecht  v.  State,   supra. 

And  it  has  also  been  held  that  it  was  the 
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the  estat«  is,  by  a  fiction  of  law,  regarded 
as  collected  and  paid  to  himself,  as  adminis- 
trator. The  rule  laid  down  in  the  foregoing 
cases,  which  is  known  as  the  "Massachu- 
setts rule,"  has  been  modified  by  later  cases 
in  other  states,  so  as  to  permit  the  admin- 
istrator to  show  that  he  was  insolvent  at 
the  time  of  his  appointment,  and  so  re- 
mained during  the  term  of  his  office,  and 
thus  relieve  himself  from  the  consequences 
of  failing  to  pay  over  money  which  he  never 
in  fact  had,  and  was  wholly  unable  to  ob- 
tain. The  rule  in  its  modified  form  is  ap- 
plied in  the  following  cases;  Re  Walker,  125 
Cal.  242,  73  Am.  St.  Rep.  40,  67  Pac.  991; 
Baucus  V.  Stover,  89  N.  Y.  1;  Baucus  v. 
Barr,  107  N.  Y.  624,  13  N.  E.  939,  aflirming 
46  Hun,  582;  McCarty  v.  Frazcr,  62  Mo.  263; 


Barker  v.  Irick,  10  N.  J.  Eq.  2C3;  Rader 
v.  Yeargin,  85  Tenn.  486,  3  S.  W.  178j 
State  ex  rel.  McClamrock  v.  Gregory,  119 
Ind.  603,  22  N.  E.  1.  In  the  case  last  above 
cited  the  supreme  court  of  Indiana  uses  the 
following  language:  "One  question  which 
seems  to  have  been  overlooked  on  the  trial 
of  the  cause  was  the  financial  condition  of 
Levin  T.  Miller,  the  administrator,  during 
the  period  of  his  administration.  The  mon- 
ey collected  by  him  while  professing  to  act 
as  the  agent  of  the  administrator  in  Mis- 
souri, and  for  which  he  had  not  accounted 
when  he  became  administrator,  was  a  claim 
in  favor  of  his  trust,  which  he  should  have 
inventoried  and  charged  himself  with,  and 
if,  by  the  use  of  due  diligence,  all  or  any 
part  of  the  claim  could  have  been  saved 


duty  of  coexecutors  to  deduct,  from  the  dis- 
tributive share  of  a  legatee  who  was  in- 
debted to  the  estate,  and  was  also  a  co- 
executor,  the  amount  of  his  indebtedness. 
Hoffman  v.  Armstrong,  supra. 

And  it  is  also  provided  in  this  state  that 
the  commissions  of  the  representative  shall 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  debt.  Keal- 
hofer  V.  Emmert,  supra;  Linthicum  v.  Polk, 
93  Md.  84,  48  Atl.  842. 

A  statute  making  such  debts  assets  in  the 
representative's  hands  exists  in  Ohio.  Tracy 
V.  Card,  2  Ohio  St.  431. 

Where  a  statute  provides  in  substance 
that,  if  the  representative  shall  give  in 
such  claim  or  it  shall  be  established  as 
aforesaid,  he  shall  account  for  it  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  it  were  cash  in  his  hands, 
a  debt  due  from  an  administrator  who  fails 
to  comply  with  the  statute  will  not  be  re- 
garded as  cash  in  hand,  and  it  may  there- 
fore be  sued  for  by  an  administrator  de 
bonis  non,  since  the  right  to  enforce  revives 
after  the  relation  of  administrator  ceases. 
Kelsey  v.  Smith,  1  How.  (Miss.)  68. 

Under  the  New  York  statute  making  a 
debtor  who  was  appointed  administrator  of 
the  creditor's  estate  liable  therefor,  "as  for 
BO  much  money  in  his  hands,"  a  bond  given 
by  him  is  deemed  extinguished  by  his  ap- 
pointment, and  an  action  on  the  bond  will 
not  lie.    Ward  t.  Ward,  144  Fed.  308. 

Effect  of  appointment  on  interest  on  debt. 

The  appointment  of  a  debtor  as  personal 
representative  of  the  creditor  does  not  re- 
lieve the  former  from  the  payment  of  in- 
terest. 

Thus,  he  is  held  chargeable  therewith  un- 
til the  debt  is  paid.  Calvert  v.  Holland, 
9  B.  Mon.  458;  Phillips  v.  Duckett,  112  111. 
App.  587.  Com.  ex  rel.  Bracken  v.  Bracken, 
17  Ky.  L.  Rep.  785,32  S.  W.  609;  Miller's 
Estate,  22  Lane.  L.  Rev.  49;  Re  Davis,  37 
Misc.  326,  76  N.  Y.  Supp.  493;  Re  Clark, 
34  N.  Y.  S.  R.  523,  11  N.  Y.  Supp.  911;  Re 
Brintnall,  40  Misc.  67,  81  N.  Y.  Supp.  250 ; 
Re  Ackerman,  40  N.  J.  Eq.  533 ;  5  Atl.  91 ; 
Covington  v.  Lattimore,  88  N.  C.  407;  Ter- 
hune  V.  Oldis,  44  N.  J.  Eq.  146;  14  Atl.  638; 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Yost's  Estate,  23  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  223 ;  Bard's 
Estate,  13  Pa.  Dist.  R.  552;  Rodenbach's 
Appeal,  102  Pa.  572;  Re  McGonnigle,  31 
Pittsb.  L.  J.  N.  S.  27;  Hill  v.  FIv  (Tenn.) 
52  S.  W.  731;  Clark's  Appeal,  2  VVatts,  406. 

And  an  executor  is  chargeable  with  inter- 
est on  money  received  from  the  testatrix 
just  prior  to  her  death,  where  he  deposited 
it  in  his  bank  and  spent  it  before  the  will 
was  proved.    Re  Brintnall,  supra. 

So,  an  executor  or  administrator  is  charge- 
able with  interest  at  least  from  the  date 
of  the  writ  in  a  suit  on  his  bond,  where  he 
fails  to  account  for  a  debt  due  the  estate  by 
him.  Bassett  v.  Fidelity  &  D.  Co.  184 
Mass.  210,  100  Am.  St.  Rep.  552,  68  K.  E. 
206. 

Under  the  New  York  statute  charging  aa 
executor  indebted  to  the  estate,  "as  for  so 
much  money  in  his  hands  at  the  time  such 
debt  becomes  due,"  an  e.xecutor  who  had  an 
arrangement  with  the  testator  for  an  indefi- 
nite loan  will  be  chargeable  with  the  rate 
of  interest  specified,  until  his  qualification, 
and  thereafter  will  be  liable  for  an  advanced 
rate  until  he  actually  set]  apart  the  money 
due.    Warner  v.  Knower,  3  Dem.  208. 

Effect  of  appointment  to  discharge  lien  se- 
curing debt. 

The  doctrine  that  a  debt  due  from  a  per- 
sonal representative  is  considered  as  cash  in 
his  hands  will  not  be  allowed  to  operate  to 
discharge  a  lien  securing  the  debt,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  estate. 

Thus,  the  debt  due  a  second  mortgagee 
will  not  be  considered  absolutely  paid  and 
extinguished,  and  the  mortgage  discharged, 
by  the  appointment  of  the  mortgagor  as  ad- 
ministrator, and  he  may  redeem  against  the 
assignee  of  the  prior  mortgage.  Kinney  v. 
Ensign,  18  Pick.  232. 

And,  as  between  the  grantee  of  the  mort- 
gagor and  the  estate  to  which  he  is  debtor, 
his  appointment  does  not  operate  as  a  dis- 
charge of  the  lien.  Crow  v.  Conant,  80 
Mich.  253,  30  Am.  St  Rep.  427,  61  N.  W. 
450. 

So,  the  appointment  of  the  mortgagor  as 
executor  of  tUe  mortgagee's  estate  does  not 
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to  the  estate,  his  sureties  are  therewith 
chargeable;  bat  if  he  was  hopelessly  insol- 
vent, they  do  not  become  liable  therefor, 
tlie  burden  as  to  the  question  of  insolvency 
being  on  the  administrator  and  his  sure- 
ties." Further  on  in  the  opinion  the  court 
says:  "The  debt  of  the  administrator  is  to 
be  accounted  for  as  other  debts  or  assets, 
and  he  may  show  his  insolvency  during 
the  period  of  administration  in  discharge  of 
his  official  liability." 

So  far  as  we  are  advised,  this  question 
has  never  been  passed  on  by  this  court.  It 
seems  to  ua  that  the  rule  laid  down  in 
Massachusetts  is  liable  to  work  a  great  hard- 
ship upon  administrators  and  the  sureties 
upon  their  bonds.  To  compel  sureties  on 
administrator's  bonds  to  augment  the  estate 


of  the  deceased,  by  requiring  them  to  pay 
a  debt  which  an  insolvent  administrator  hap- 
pens to  owe  the  estate,  is  imposing  upon 
them  a  burden  not  contemplated,  and  in 
many  cases  a  great  hardship.  Leaving  out 
of  view  the  rights  of  the  sureties,  it  would 
seem  equally  shocking  to  our  sense  of  jus- 
tice to  proceed  against  an  administrator  per- 
sonally for  a  failure  to  pay  over  money 
which  he  in  fact  did  not  have,  and  which 
he  had  no  means  of  procuring.  Where,  how- 
ever, the  administrator  is  solvent,  no  such 
hardship  cair  be  imposed  upon  either  the 
sureties  or  the  administrator.  The  rule 
thus  applied  will  accomplish  the  desired  end 
in  most  cases,  and  avoid  the  harsh  conse- 
quences that  would  occasionally  result  from 


extinguish  the  mortgage,  and,  after  his  res- 
ignation, it  may  be  foreclosed  by  the  ad- 
mitiistrator  <1.  b.  n.  Mitchell  v.  Towner,  1 
Ohio  Dec.  Reprint,  352;  Miller  v.  Donaldson, 
17  Ohio,  264. 

And  the  appointment  of  a  judgment  debtor 
as  executor  of  the  creditor's  estate  will  not 
discharge  the  iudgmenc  so  as  to  give  a 
junior  lien  creditor  a  preference.  Ander- 
son V.  Anderson,  183  Pa.  480,  38  Atl.  1007. 

And,  no  discharge  will  result  where  a 
purchaser  from  the  mortgagor  agrees  to  pay 
the  debt  as  his  own  debt,  and  is  later  ap- 
pointed executor  of  the  estate  of  the  assignee 
of  the  mortgagee,  since  no  privity  existed  be- 
tween such  purchaser  and  the  mortgagee. 
Pettee  v.  Peppard,  120  Mass.  523. 

The  provision  in  the  New  York  stfttute 
that  a  debt  due  from  an  executor  to  the  tes- 
tator shall  be  included  in  the  credits  and  ef- 
fects of  the  estate,  and  the  executor,  when 
it  becomes  due,  shall  be  liable  therefor,  as 
for  so  much  money,  does  not  discharge  a 
judgment  lien  upon  real  estate  so  as  to  give 
subsequent  encumbrances  priority.  Sover- 
hill  v.  Suydam,  59  N.  Y.  140. 

So,  the  lien  of  a  mortgage  securing  a  debt 
due  from  an  executor  to  the  testator  is  not 
discharged  until  the  debt  is  paid,  notwith- 
standing the  statutory  provision  just  re- 
ferred to.    Ibid. 

The  lien  created  by  a  trust  deed  given  by 
one  appointed  administrator  to  the  deceased, 
to  secure  the  purchase,  is  not  lost  by  the 
execution  of  another  deed  to  secure  a  loan 
made  to  the  administrator  personally  after 
administration  had  been  granted,  by  one  who 
might  have  ascertained  the  facts.  Utter- 
back  T.  Cooper,  28  Graft  233. 

And  a  cancelation  by  an  administrator  of 
his  mortgage  due  the  estate,  for  the  purpose 
of  personally  securing  a  loan  on  the  prop- 
erty, does  not  destroy  the  priority  of  the 
lien,  the  subsequent  mortgagee  having  no- 
tice of  sufficient  facts  to  apprise  him  of  the 
fraud.  Eastham  v.  Landon,  17  Wash.  48, 
48  Pac.  739. 

But  where  a  mortgagor  is  appointed  ex- 
ecutor and  qualifies,  this  amounts,  as  be- 
tween the  parties,  to  a  payment  of  the  note 
and  a  discharge  of  the  mortgage,  and  he 
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holds  the  money  in  trust  for  the  uses  desig- 
nated in  the  will.  Martin  v.  Smith,  124 
Mass.  111. 

Liability  where  representative  insolvent. 

Considerable  conflict  exists  among  the  de- 
cisions as  to  the  liability  of  personal  repre- 
sentatives and  their  sureties  for  debts  due 
the  estate  where  the  representative  is  insol- 
vent. 

The  court  in  Stevens  v.  Gaylord,  11  Mass. 
256,  said:  "As  soon  as  the  debtor  is  ap- 
pointed administrator,  if  he  acknowledges 
the  debt,  he  has  actually  received  so  much 
money,  and  is  answerable  for  it.  This  is  the 
result  with  respect  to  an  executor  (Wank- 
ford  V.  Waakford,  1  Salk.  306),  and  the 
same  reason  applies  to  an  administrator,  as 
the  same  hand  is  to  receive  and  pay,  and 
there  is  no  ceremony  to  be  performed  in 
paying  the  debt,  and  no  mode  of  doing  it, 
but  by  considering  the  money  to  be  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  party,  in  his  character  of 
administrator.  .  .  .  The  consequence  is 
that  he  and  his  sureties  in  the  administra- 
tion bond  are  liable  for  the  amount  of  such 
a  debt,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  received 
it  from  any  other  debtor  of  the  deceased. 
It  may  be  thought  injurious  to  the  sureties 
of  the  debtor  that  they  should  thus  be  made 
liable  for  a  debt  due  from  the  adminis- 
trator. To  this  it  may  be  answered  that, 
if  such  be  the  legal  effect  of  the  bond,  it  is 
presumed  to  have  been  contemplated  by  the 
parties  at  the  time  of  executing  it;  and  they 
cannot  afterwards  complain  of  the  natural 
and  legal  consequence  of  their  own  volun- 
tary act." 

And  some  cases  hold  the  representative  and 
his  sureties  liable,  although  the  former  was 
insolvent  when  appointed.  Purdom  v.  Tipton, 
9  Ala.  914;  Arnold  v.  Arnold,  124  Ala.  550, 
82  Am'.  St.  Rep.  199,  27  So.  465;  Twitty  v. 
Houser,  7  S.  C.  153;  Perkins  v.  Scott,  9 
Ohio  C.  C.  207 ;  James  v.  West,  67  Ohio  St. 
28,  65  N.  E.  156. 

And  it  was  held  in  Leiand  v.  Felton,  1 
Allen,  531,  that  debts  due  the  deceased  from 
the  executor  and  a  firm  of  which  he  was  a 
membor  were  assets,  although  both  the  ve- 
il 
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the  application  of  the  unrestricted  Massa- 
cnusetts  rule. 

Appellants,  however,  contend  that,  even 
under  this  view  of  the  law,  the  decree  of 
the  county  court  is  erroneous,  because  it  is 
said  that  the  administrators  were  not  sol- 
vent at  the  time  of  their  appointment,  and 
have  not  been  at  any  time  since.  This  con- 
tention presents  a  question  of  fact.  As  al- 
ready shown,  the  real  estate  devised  to  ap- 
pellants under  the  will  of  their  father  was 
worth  $34,500  over  and  above  the  encum- 
brances thereon.  These  valuations  are  fixed 
by  a  stipulation  of  the  parties.  After  de- 
ducting all  of  the  indebtedness  chargeable 
against  this  real  estate,  there  is  an  excess 
sufficient  to  show  that  appellants  were  sol- 
vent at  the  time  of  their  appointment  as 
executors.  If  they  were  solvent  at  that 
time, — that  is,  if  they  had  property  sufficient 
to  pay  all  of  their  personal  liabilities,  in- 
cluding the  $10,000  which  they  owed  their 
father's  estate, — they  were  properly  charge- 


able with  their  debt  to  the  estate,  and  it 
should  have  been  regarded  as  collected.  It 
can  make  no  difference,  with  the  transmu- 
tation which  the  law  efieets  in  the  legal 
status  of  this  debt,  that  afterwards, 
through  some  cause,  appellants  became  in- 
solvent, and  finally  unable  to  account  for 
the  debt  due  the  estate.  The  status  of  the 
debt,  having  been  fixed  by  their  appointment 
as  executors  and  their  solvency  at  that  time, 
cannot  be  changed  by  subsequent  insolvency 
of  the  administrators.  It  was  not  only  the 
duty  of  appellants  to  charge  themselves  with 
the  $10,000  which  they  owed  the  estate, 
and  inventory  it  as  cash  on  hand,  but  in  the 
eye  of  the  law  this  was  done.  The  debt 
was  paid  to  the  estate.  In  this  view  there 
was  no  deficiency  of  personal  assets,  and 
there  was  no  error  in  dismissing  appellants' 
petition. 

The  judgment  of  the  Appellate  Court  will 
be  affirmed. 


ecutor  and  the  firm  were  insolvent  when  he 
was  appointed. 

And  this  case  was  followed  in  Bassett  v. 
Fidelity  &  D.  Co.  184  Mass.  210,  100  Am 
St.  Rep.  552,  68  N.  E.  205,  where  it  was 
held  that  a  surety  was  liable  for  the  full 
amount  due  a  testator  from  an  insolvent 
firm  of  which  the  executor  was  a  member, 
although  the  insolvency  occurred  before  the 
creditor's  death. 

But  it  is  held  by  other  courts  that  the 
representative  and  his  sureties  are  not  lia- 
ble for  a  debt  due  the  estate,  where  he  is  in- 
solvent. Lyon  V.  Osgood,  68  Vt.  707,  7  Atl. 
5;  Buckel  v.  Smith,  26  Ky.  L.  Rep.  091,  82 
S.  W.  1001. 

And  it  was  held  in  Gottsberger  v.  Smith, 
6  Duer,  566,  that  the  sureties  of  an  admin- 
istrator are  prima  facie  responsible  for  a 
debt  due  from  their  principal  to  the  estate, 
but  that  they  might  prove  that  the  debt  was 
desperate  at  the  time  the  bond  was  given. 

In  some  states  the  representatives  or  their 
sureties  are  held  liable  only  where,  by  the 
use  of  due  and  proper  care,  the  debt  could 
have  been  collected.  Spurlock  v.  Earles,  S 
Baxt.  437 ;  Rader  v.  Yeargin,  86  Tenn.  486, 
3  S.  W.  178;  State  ex  rel  McClamrock  v. 
Gregory,  119  Ind.  503,  22  N.  E.  1;  Hickman 
V.  Karap,  3  Bush,  205 ;  Bard's  Estate,  13  Pa. 
Dist.  R.  552. 

And  one  executor  is  not  chargeable  with 
the  debt  of  another  executor  where  the 
latter  is  insolvent,  and  proper  care  has  been 
used  to  collect  it.  James's  Estate,  3  Pa. 
Dist.  R.  373. 

But  where  it  appears  that  the  representa- 
tive, although  insolvent,  had  an  opportuni- 
ty, at  some  time  during  administration,  to 
settle  the  debt  in  question,  and  failed  tc  do 
so,  he  and  his  sureties  are  held  liable  in 
some  of  the  cases.  Thomas  v.  Thomas,  140 
Cal.  397,  73  Pac.  1059;  Gay  v.  Grant,  101 
N.  C.  206,  8  S.  E.  99,  106;  Condit  v.  Wina- 
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low,  106  Ind.  142,  5  N.  E.  751 ;  Re  HaflTey,  10 
Mo.  App.  232;  Re  Piper,  15  Pa.  .533. 

in  many  of  the  states  the  liability  in  case 
of  insolvency  is  regulated  by  statute. 

Thus,  under  a  statute  providing  that  "no 
executor  or  administrator  is  accountable  for 
any  debts  due  to  the  decedent,  if  it  appears 
that  they  remain  uncollected  without  his 
fault,"  the  sureties  are  liable  only  when  the 
representative  might  have  paid  the  debt, 
but  failed  to  do  so.  Sanchez  v.  Forster,  133 
Cal.  614,  65  Pac.  1077;  Re  Walker,  125  Cal. 
242,  73  Am.  St.  Rep.  40,  67  Pac.  991. 

And  under  a  like  statute,  in  the  following 
cases  an  administrator  or  bis  sureties  were 
held  not  liable  where  he  was  insolvent  when 
he  was  ap|)ointed,  and  remained  so  during 
the  entire  period  of  administration:  San- 
ders v.  Dodge,  140  Mich.  236,  112  Am.  St. 
Rep.  399,  103  N.  W.  697;  Howell  v.  Ander- 
son, 66  Neb.  676,  61  L.R.A.  313,  92  N.  W. 
760;  McCoy  v.  Allen,  9  Ohio  C.  C.  607; 
Brown  v.  Harshman,  9  Ohio  C.  C.  1. 

Tlie  Missouri  statute  in  substance  provid- 
ing that,  if  a  person  appoint  his  debtor  as 
executor,  the  appointment  shall  not  dis- 
charge the  debt,  but  it  shall  be  assets  in  his 
han(&,  does  not  make  the  sureties  guaran- 
tors of  bis  debt,  and  they  are  not  liable 
therefor  where  he  is  insolvent.  McCarty  v. 
Frazer,  62  Mo.  263. 

Under  this  statute,  if  an  executor  who 
owes  money  on  overdue  notes  inventoriea 
them  as  money,  he  thereby  charges  his  sure- 
ties with  so  much  money  on  hand,  and  his 
subsequent  insolvency  will  not  relieve  them, 
nor  does  his  insolvency  at  the  time  unless 
it  amounts  to  a  total  disability  to  pay;  but 
if  he  inventories  the  debt  as  notes  and  not 
money,  he  is  responsible,  and  remains  re- 
sponsible, for  them  only  as  notes.  Young  v. 
Thrasher,  48  Mo.  App.  327. 

Under  a  statute  making  all  debts  due 
from  personal  representatives  to  the  dece^ 
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dent-  assets  in  their  hands,  for  which  the; 
should  account  in  the  same  manner  as  for 
a  debt  against  any  other  person,  it  is  held  in 
New  Hampshire  that  the  representative  and 
his  sureties  are  liable  even  though  the  for- 
mer was  insolvent  when  appointed.  Norris 
V.  Towle,  54  N.  H.  290;  Probate  Judge  v. 
SuUoway,  68  N.  B.  511,  49  L.R.A.  347,  73 
Am.  St.  Rep.  619,  44  Atl.  720.  The  court 
in  the  latter  case  said:  "The  statute  af- 
fords no  ground  for  the  Inference  that  the 
debt  is  not  to  be  treated  as  assets  unless  the 
executor  is  solvent.  The  inference,  if  any. 
is  quite  the  other  way.  No  legal  fiction  is 
involved.  It  ia  pure  matter  of  fact.  The 
executor  has,  as  matter  of  fact,  received 
from  the  testator  so  much  money  or  money's 
worth,  and  is  answerable  for  it.  It  is  money 
in  his  hands  precisely  as  if  a  debtor  had 
paid  him  so  much  money." 

The  statute  in  New  Jersey  makes  a  debt 
due  from  the  executor  to  the  testator  assets 
in  his  hands  for  which  he  is  liable  to  ac- 
count in  the  same  manner  as  for  any  other 
part  of  the  personal  estate.  Barker  v. 
Irick,  10  N.  J.  Eq.  269.  • 

Under  this  statute  the  representative  and 
sureties  are  liable  if  the  former  was  solv- 
ent when  appointed,  but  not  where  he  was 
then  insolvent.  Ilarker  v.  Irick,  supra; 
The  Ordinary  v.  Kershaw,  14  N.  J.  Eq.  527; 
Terhune  v.  Oldis,  44  N.  J.  Eq.  146,  14  Atl. 
638. 

The  New  York  statute  provides  in  sub- 
stance that  the  appointment  of  any  per- 
son as  executor  shall  not  discharge  any 
i'ust  claim  which  the  testator  has  against 
lira,  but  that  such  claim  shall  be  included 
in  the  inventory,  and  the  executor  shall  be 
liable  as  for  so  much  money  in  bis  hands, 
which  shall  be  applied  in  payment  of  debts, 
etc. 

Under  this  statute  the  executor  is  liable 
to  the  same  extent  as  if  he  had  actually  re- 
ceived so  much  money,  although  he  may 
have  been  insolvent  at  the  time  of  the  testa- 
tor's death.  Baucus  v.  Stover,  89  N.  Y.  1; 
Re  Daggett,  1  Misc.  248,  22  N.  Y.  Supp. 
911. 

But  the  sureties  are  not  liable  in  such 
case.  Baucus  v.  Barr,  45  Hun,  582,  af- 
firmed 107  N.  Y.  624,  13  N.  E.  939;  Kee- 
gan  V.  Smith,  25  N.  Y.  Civ.  Proc.  Rep.  417, 
39  N.  Y.  Supp.  826. 

And  an  executor  is  not  punishable  for 
contempt  for  a  failure  to  pay  the  debt, 
where  he  is  insolvent.  Baucus  v.  Stover, 
supra;  Re  Rugg,  4  Dem.  105,  3  N.  Y.  S. 
R.  224;  Re  Ockershausen,  59  Hun,  200,  13 
N.  Y.  Supp.  396. 

But  where  he  is  solvent  and  fails  to  com- 
ply with  a  decree  ordering  payment,  he  may 
be  punished  for' contempt.  Re  David,  44 
Misc.  337,  89  N.  Y.  Supp.  027. 

Under  the  Oregon  statute  providing  in 
substance  that  an  executor  who  is  a  debtor 
of  the  estate  shall  be  liable  thereto,  "as  for 
so  much  money  in  his  hands,"  the  executor 
is  chargeable,  in  the  settlement  of  his  final 
account,  with  the  amount  of  the  debt  as 
for  so  much  money  in  his  hands,  notwith- 
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standing  he  is  insolvent.  Mason's  Estate, 
42  Or.  177,  95  Am.  St.  Rep.  734,  70  Pac.  507. 
The  court  said:  "It  is  clear,  therefore,  that 
the  solvency  or  insolvency  of  the  executor 
is,  under  our  statute,  an  immaterial  inquiry, 
and  that,  on  the  final  settlement  of  his  ac- 
count, he  is  to  be  charged  with  the  amount 
of  any  debt  due  from  him  to  the  estate,  as 
so  much  cash  in  hand  from  the  time  it  be- 
came due.  And  it  can  hardly  be  said  that 
this  is  an  unjust  or  unreasonable  require- 
ment. As  an  executor  cannot  sue  himself^ 
all  resort  to  legal  process  for  the  collection 
of  a  debt  due  from  him  to  the  estate  is  cut 
off  by  his  assuming  that  office.  By  a  pro- 
ceeding which  the  beneficiaries  of  the  estate 
are  powerless  to  prevent,  he  has  deprived 
them  of  the  ordinary  processes  of 'the  law  for 
enforcing  the  payment  of  his  debt.  Having 
voluntarily  taken  upon  himself  the  right  and 
duty  to  demand  and  receive,  and  the  cor- 
responding duty  of  paying,  it  is  but  a  just 
and  legal  consequence  of  his  own  act  that 
his  debt  should  be  conclusively  presumed  to 
have  been  paid  and  discharged." 

And  an  executor's  sureties  are  liable  for 
his  debt  to  the  estate,  although  they  had  no 
knowledge  of  his  debt  or  insolvency  at  the 
time  they  executed  the  bond.  United  Breth- 
ren v.  Akin,  45  Or.  247,  66  L.R.A.  654,  77 
Pac.  748,  2  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  353. 

A  surety  is  not  liable  to  the  sole  benefi- 
ciary of  the  estate  where  the  administrator  ia 
insolvent,  and  the  surety  was  induced  to 
go  on  the  bond  by  the  fraudulent  represen- 
tations of  the  administrator  and  the  bene- 
ciary.  Campbell  v.  Johnson,  41  Ohio  St. 
588. 

But  where  the  fraud  is  that  of  the  person- 
al representative  alone,  the  sureties  are  li- 
able, although  the  executor^  was  insolvent 
when  appointed,  and  continued  so.  Mc- 
Gaughey  v.  Jacoby,  54  Ohio  St.  487,  44  N.  E. 
231. 

Where  it  ia  admitted  that  an  administrat- 
or who  owes  a  debt  to  the  estate  is  insol- 
vent, the  debt  should  be  treated  as  an  un- 
collectible asset,  and  not  included  in  deter- 
mining whether  there  is  a  deficiency  of  per- 
sonalty for  the  payment  of  debts.  Re 
Georgi,  21  Misc.  410,  47  N.  Y.  Supp.  1001. 

An  amount  due  from  an  administrator 
should  be  included  in  the  inventory,  al- 
though he  is  insolvent;  and  if  he  ever  be- 
comes possessed  of  means,  he  may  be  held 
therefor.  Burkhalter  v.  Norton,  3  Dem. 
610. 

And  a  debt  due  from  an  executor  should 
be  included  as  assets,  although  he  is  in- 
solvent, since  his  commission  must  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  claim.  Free- 
man v.  Freeman,  4  Redf.  211. 

And  such  debts  should  not  be  credited 
in  the  executor's  account  as  uncollected  as- 
sets.    Adair  v.  Brimmer,  74  N.  Y.  539. 

An  insolvent  administrator  may,  for  the 
sake  of  discharge  of  his  sureties,  claim 
credit  for  a  debt  due  by  him  to  the  estate. 
Garber  v.  Com.  7  Pa.  265. 

An  administrator  majr  show  not  only 
his  insolvency,  but  may,  in  an  appropriate 
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proceeding,  contest  his  liability,  on  the 
ground  that  he  does  not  owe  the  debt  in 
question.  May  t.  Leighty,  36  III.  App.  17. 
It  was  held  in  Scott  v.  The  Governor,  1 
Mo.  686,  that  sureties  for  an  administra- 
tor did  not  become  security  for  the  debts 
previously  due  from  the  administrator  to 
the  decedent.  See  also  Cook  v.  Cook  (un- 
under  heading  "Debt  considered  as  money  in 
hand"). 

Miscellaneous. 

Where  nn  executor  is  indebted  to  an 
estate,  and  is  also  a  legatee,  his  legacy  and 
charges  for  services  are  to  be  paid  by  giv- 
ing him  credit  therefor  on  his  indebted- 
ness.    Henry  v.  Fiske,  11  R.  I.  318. 

An  executor  who  owes  a  debt  to  tlie  es- 
tate cannot,  in  an  action  on  his  bond,  dis- 
charge himself  by  showing  payments  to  his 
coexecutors.  United  States  y.  Rose,  2 
Cranch,  C.   0.   567,  Fed.   Cas.   No.   16,193. 

And  where  one  executor  pays  his  co- 
executor  a  debt  due  the  estate  from  him 
with  Confederate  money,  which  could  not 
be  profitably  loaned,  when  the  debt  was 
secure  and  no  exigencies  required  the  col- 
lection, he  cannot  shift  a  loss  on  the  es- 
tate, but  is  responsible  for  the  debt  and  in- 
terest, although  the  payment  was  made  in 
good  faith.  Covington  v.  Lattimore,  88  N. 
C.  407. 

So,  an  administrator  who  is  indebted  to 
decedent's  estate  on  a  bond  and  mortgage 
cannot  discharge  his  liability  to  the  es- 
tate by  selling  the  mortgaged  property, 
and  applying  the  proceeds  to  the  payment 
of  tlie  debt,  where  they  are  sufficient  only 
partially  to  pay  the  debt.  Ncustadt's  Es- 
tate, 12  Fhila.  8. 

A  cuexecutor  is  liable  for  loss  sustained 
by  the  estate  where  no  steps  to  compel 
his  coexecutor  to  pay  a  mortgage  due  the 
estate  were  taken,  and  the  mortgagor  was 
allowed  to  execute  a  discharge  of  the  mort- 
ga!»e.  McPhadden  v.  Bacon,  13  Grant,  Ch. 
(U.  C.)   501. 

Cosureties  with  a  testator  on  a  bond  of 
the  testator's  son  which  the  testator  pays 
are  not  liable  for  contribution  thereon  af- 
ter the  testator's  death,  where  a  bequest 
to  the  son  embraces  the  debt  and  the  son 
is  nominated  executor,  but  fails  to  quali- 
fy.    Hobart  v.  Stone,  10  Pick.  215. 

A  personal  judgment  for  the  debt  is  all 
that  a  beneficiary  under  a  will  is  entitled 
to  against  an  executor  who  is  indebted  to 
the  pHtate,  where  the  complaint  charges  a 
derastavit.  Culbreth  V.  Smith,  124  N.  C. 
289,  32  S.  E.  714. 

To  compel  an  administrator  to  answer 
on  his  bond  for  a  debt  due  from  him  to 
the  decedent,  he  must  first  be  charged 
therewith  by  a  decree  of  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate.    Potter  v.  Titcomb,  7  Me.  302. 

The  statute  of  limitations  ceases  to  run 
against  a  claim  due  from  an  executor  to 
the  testator's  estate  from  the  time  of  the 
acceptance  of  the  trust.  Wilson  v.  Rose, 
3  Cranch,  C.  C.  371,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  17,831. 

And  a  lapse  of  twenty  years  since  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


giving  of  an  administrator'B  bond  affords 
no  ground  for  presumption  of  payment 
over  to  the  heirs  of  a  private  debt  due 
from  him  to  the  intestate,  since  to  make 
such  payment  without  a  decree  would  be  a 
violation  of  his  duty.  Potter  v.  Titcomb. 
supra. 


IIjIilNUIS    SUPREME    COURT. 

DANIEL  TORRY  EL8T0N  et  al.,  AppU., 

v. 

JOHN  R.  MONTGOMERY,  Admr.,  etc.,  of 

Blanche  S.  Clarke,  Deceased,  et  aL 

(242   111.  348,  00  N.  E.   3.) 

Will  —  proof  —  signature  —  deceased 
witnesses. 

1.  Proof  of  the  signature  of  testator  is 
not  necessary  to  sustain  the  probate  of  a 
will  where  the  witnesses  are  dead,   if  the 

statute  provides  that,  if  living,  they  might 
have  testified  that  testator  acknowledged 
the  will,  although  the  statute  also  pro- 
vides that  in  case  of  the  death  of  the 
witnesses  the  court  may  admit  secondary 
evidence,  since  the  recitals  of  the  attesta- 
tion clause  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
requirements  of  the  statute  necessary  to 
the  valid  execution  of  the  will  have  been 
complied  with. 
Same  —  spurious  signature  —  effect. 

2.  Proof  that  the  signature  to  a  will  was 
not  that  of  testator  is  not  sufficient  to 
overthrow  the  presumption  of  its  due  exe- 
cution afforded  by  the  recitals  of  the  attes- 
tation clause,  when  the  witnesses  are  dead 
and  cannot  testify  to  the  fact  of  proper 
execution. 
Same  --  recital  of  signing  —  effect. 

3.  A  recital  in  a  will  that  it  was  signed 
by  testator,  or  that  he  had  set  his  hand 
and  seal  to  it,  does  not  effect  its  validity, 
although  the  signature  was  that  of  an- 
other, if  it  was  acknowledged  by  testator. 
Same  —  reason  for  not  signing  •—  adop- 
tion of  signature. 

4.  In  the  absence  of  proof  of  a  reason  for 
testatrix  not  signing  the  will,  there  is  no 
presumption  that  it  did  not  exist  which 
will  overcome  the  attestation  clause,  which 
shows  that,  not  having  signed  the  will,  she 
must  have  acknowledged  a  signature  by 
another  as  her  act  and  deed. 


(October  26,  1909.) 


Note.  —  Diligent  search  has  failed  to 
disclose  any  other  case  passing  upon  the 
precise  question  whether  proof  that  the 
signature  to  a  will  is  not  in  the  handwrit- 
ing of  the  testator  will  overcome  the  prima 
facie  case  of  acknowledgment  of  the  in- 
strument made  out  by  the  testimony  of 
the  attesting  witnesses,  or  by  the  recitals 
of  the  attestation  clause,  where  the  stat- 
ute is  satisfied  by  acknowledgment   alone. 
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APPEAL  b;  contestants  from  a  decree  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Cook  County  dis- 
missing a  bill  filed  to  contest  the  will  of 
Blanche  S.  Clarke,  deceased.     Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Farmer,  Ch.  J.: 
The  bill  in  this  case  was  filed  by  appel- 
lants in  the  circuit  court  of  Cook  county  to 
contest  the  will  of  Blanche  S.  Clarke,  de- 
ceased. Appellants  are  children  of  a  de- 
ceased brother  of  the  testatrix  and  her  only 
next  of  kin  and  heirs  at  law.  The  will  pur- 
ports to  have  been  executed  August  19,  1874. 
At  that  time  the  testatrix  was  a  married 
woman  living  with  her  husband.  They  never 
had  any  children  bom  to  them.  Testatrix 
was  at  the  time  the  owner,  it  is  said  by 
counsel,  of  property  of  the  value  of  about 
$250,000,  which  increased  in  value  until  at 
her  death,  May  19,  1907,  it  was  worth  in 
the  neighborhood  of  $1,000,000,  and  that  all 
of  it  was  inherited  originally  by  testatrix 
from  her  father.  By  her  will  Blanche  S. 
Clarke  provided  for  the  payment  out  of  her 
estate  to  her  mother  of  $1,000  annually  dur- 
ing the  mother's  life,  and  $10,000  to  her 
brother,  Daniel  T.  Elston,  father  of  appel- 
lants, to  be  paid  to  him  in  ten  annual  in- 
stalments of  $1,000  each,  but,  in  case  of  the 
death  of  said  Daniel  T.  Elston  before  the 
full  amount  of  $10,000  had  been  paid  him, 
said  bequest  was  to  be  ended,  and  no  fur- 
ther payments  made  to  anyone  thereunder. 
Daniel  T.  Elston  died  prior  to  the  death  of 
the  testatrix.  All  the  rest  of  her  property 
she  gave  to  her  husband,  Robert  R.  Clarke, 
who  was  named  in  the  will  as  executor 
thereof.  Robert  R.  Clarke  died  August  7, 
1907,  a  little  less  than  three  months  after 
the  death  of  his  wife.  The  will  of  Blanche 
S.  Clarke  was  admitted  to  probate  on  the 
28th  day  of  October,  1907,  and  letters  of 
administration  with  the  will  annexed  were 
granted  to  the  appellee  John  R.  Montgom- 
ery. Robert  R.  Clarke  left  a  will,  in  and 
by  which  he  disposed  of  all  his  property. 
His  will  was  admitted  to  prob.ate  on  the 
16th  day  of  September,  1907,  and  letters 
testamentary  issued  to  the  persons  named 
therein  as  executors.  Said  Robert  R.  Clarke 
left  no  property  by  his  will  to  any  of  the 
relatives  of  his  deceased  wife.  The  grounds 
of  the  contest  of  the  will  of  Blanche  S. 
'  Clarke,  as  alleged  in  the  bill,  are  that  the 
pretended  will  was  never  signed  by  Blanche 
S.  Clarke;  that  it  was  never  signed  by  her 
in  the  presence  of  the  persons  whose  names 
are  subscribed  to  it  as  witnesses;  and  that 
it  was  never  acknowledged  by  her  to  be  her 
act  and  deed  in  the  presence  of  said  witness- 
es, wherefore,  it  is  alleged,  said  Blanche  S. 
Clarke  left  no  last  will  and  testament. 

Appellees  answered  the  bill,  denying  the 
material  allegations  thereof  as  to  the  execu- 
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tion  of  the  will,  and  after  replication  was 
filed  to  said  answer  a  jury  was  impaneled  to 
try  the  case,  and  an  issue  was  made  up  and 
submitted:  "Is  the  writing  produced  and 
read  in  evidence  the  last  will  of  Blanche  S. 
Clarke,  deceased,  or  notT"  Both  the  attest- 
ing witnesses  to  the  will  were  dead  and  had 
been  for  many  years  before  testatrix  died. 
The  attestation  clause  to  the  will  and  signa- 
tures thereto  were  in  the  following  words: 

Signed,  sealed,  published,  and  declared  as 
and  for  her  last  will  and  testament  by  the 
above-named  testatrix,  Blanche  S.  Clarke, 
and  declared  by  her  to  be  her  last  will  and 
testament  in  our  presence,  who,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  said  testatrix,  and  at  her  re- 
quest, and  in  the  presence  of  each  other, 
have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names  as  wit- 
nesses. Geo.  I.  Waterman. 

XVm.  A.  Montgomery. 

Appellees  introduced  evidence  to  prove 
that  the  signatures  of  the  witnesses  were 
their  genuine  signatures,  and  that  they  were 
credible,  honorable  men.  Appellants  con- 
ceded that  the  signatures  were  genuine,  and 
stated  they  had  no  intention  of  trying  to 
show  the  contrary.  The  will  and  attesta- 
tion clause  were  also  offered  in  evidence  by 
appellees,  and  eight  witnesses  called  by 
them  testified  that  in  their  opinion  the  sig- 
nature to  the  will  was  in  the  handwriting 
of  Blanche  S.  Clarke.  Fifteen  witnesses 
called  by  appellants  testified  that  in  their 
opinion  the  signature  was  not  in  the 
handwriting  of  Blanche  S.  Clarke.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  testimony,  the  court  direct- 
ed the  jury  to  return  a  verdict  that  the  writ- 
ing produced  and  read  in  evidence  was  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  Blanche  S. 
Clarke,  deceased.  The  jury  returned  a  ver- 
dict accordingly,  and  after  overruling  a  mo- 
tion to  set  aside  the  verdict  and  for  a  new 
trial  the  court  entered  a  decree  upon  the 
verdict,  dismissing  the  bill.  To  reverse  that 
decree  this  appeal  is  prosecuted. 

Messrs.  Fred  H.  Atwood,  Frank  B. 
Pease,  and  Cbarles  O.  Loucks,  for  ap- 
pellants: 

The  question  of  whether  the  alleged  signa- 
ture of  Blanche  S.  Clarke  is  her  genuine 
handwriting  is  a  material  issue. 

Newsom  v.  Luster,  13  111.  170;  Blattner 
V.  Weis,  19  111.  245;  Hobart  v.  Hobart,  154 
111.  610,  45  Am.  St.  Rep.  151,  39  N.  E.  581; 
More  V.  More,  211  111.  268,  71  N.  E.  988;  23 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  127,  128;  2 
Greenl.  Ev.  14th  ed.  §  694,  note  a;  3  Phil- 
lipps,  Ev.  §  760. 

The  burden  of  proofs  is  upon  the  propo- 
nents. 

Egbcrs  V.  Egbers,  177  111.  88,  52  N.  E. 
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285;  5  Am.  A,  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  30; 
Morel)  V.  Morell,  157  Ind.  186,  60  N.  E. 
1092. 

The  question  whether  the  alleged  will  was 
signed  by  the  direction  of  Blanche  S.  Clarke, 
or  attested  in  her  presence,  may  be  contro- 
verted by  circumstantial,  as  well  as  by 
direct,  evidence. 

Podolski  V.  Stone,  186  111.  540,  58  N.  E. 
340;  Larson  v.  Glos,  235  111.  584,  85  N.  E. 
926;  Kennard  v.  Curran,  239  111.  122,  87  K. 
E.  913;  1  Greenl.  Ev.  44;  1  Greenl.  Ev.  13th 
ed.  p.  21,  note;  Bell  v.  Devore,  96  111.  217. 

The  presumption  arising  from  the  words 
"my  hand  and  seal,"  that  it  was  in  the 
handwriting  of  the  testator,  can  only  be 
overcome  by  direct  proof  that  someone  else 
signed  it. 

Barker  v.  McFerran,  26  Pa.  211 ;  Transue 
v.  Brown,  31  Pa.  93. 

The  term,  "I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  seal,"  imports  that  the  signature  is  in 
the  proper  handwriting  of  the  person  execut- 
ing the  will,  and  negatives  the  theory  that 
it  was  signed  by  someone  else  for  her. 

Barker  v.  McFerran  and  Transue  v. 
Brown,  supra. 

When  the  testimony  of  the  attesting  wit- 
nesses cannot  be  had,  the  law  requires  the 
next  best  evidence,  which  means  the  next 
best  evidence  of  those  facts  to  which  the 
attesting  witnesses,  if  present,  will  be  called 
upon  to  testify;  that  is,  not  merely  that 
they  signed  the  paper  as  witnesses,  but  that 
the  party  executed  the  instrument. 

•Newsom  v.  Luster,  supra;  Wiley  v.  Bean, 
6  111.  302;  Robinson  v.  Brewster,  140  111. 
657,  33  Am.  St.  Rep.  265,  30  N.  E.  683; 
More  v.  More,  supra. 

In  case  of  the  death  of  all  the  subscribing 
witnesses  to  a  will,  proof  of  the  handwriting 
of  the  subscribing  witnesses  and  of  the 
testator  must  be  made. 

23  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  127,  128; 
3  Phillipps,  Ev.  5th  Am.  ed.  Cowen  &  Hill's 
notes,  10th  Eng.  ed.  §  760,  p.  625;  2  Greenl. 
Ev.  14th  ed.  §  694,  note  a;.3  Redf.  Wills, 
pp.  42,  43;  Underbill,  Wills,  §  201;  Ste- 
phen's Digest  of  Ev.  Beers'  111.  ed.  p.  358; 
Dean  v.  Dean,  27  Vt.  746;  Re  Claflin,  73  Vt. 
129,  87  Am.  St.  Rep,  693,  50  Atl.  815; 
Collins  V.  Nicols,  1  Harr.  &  J.  399;  Tevis 
V.  Pitcher,  10  Cal.  477;  Jackson  ex  dem. 
Hunt  V.  Luquere,  5  Cow.  221;  Brinckerhoff 
V.  Remsen,  8  Paige,  499;  Lawrence  v.  Nor- 
ton, 45  Barb.  451 ;  Worden  v.  Van  Gieson, 
6  Dem.  239;  Craig  v.  Craig,  156  Mo.  362, 
56  8.  W.  1097;  Tynan  v.  Paschal,  27  Tex. 
298,  84  Am.  Dec.  619;  Barnewall  v.  Murrell, 
108  Ala.  380,  18  So.  831;  Morell  v.  Morell, 
supra. 

Messrs.  IjouU  E.  Hart  and  Edward  S. 
Whitney,   for   appellees: 

A  will  is  sufficiently  established  in  Illinois 
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if  proof  is  made  that  the  testatrix  acknowl- 
edge it  in  the  presence  of  two  subscribing 
witnesses,  as  her  will. 

Harp  V.  Parr,  168  111.  409,  48  N.  E.  113; 
Webster  v.  Yorty.  194  HL  408,  62  N.  E. 
907;  Re  Barry,  219  111.  391,  7«  N.  E.  577. 

Where  the  subscribing  witnesses  are  all 
deceased  at  the  time  of  proving  the  will, 
the  proof  of  the  genuineness  of  the  signa- 
tures of  subscribing  witnesses,  and  proof  of 
their  credibility,  is  sufficient  to  establish 
that  the  will  was  acknowledged  before  them, 
if  their  certificate  so  recites. 

Snider  v.  Burks,  84  Ala.  53,  4  So.  225; 
Barker  r.  McFerran,  26  Pa.  211;  Rosaer  v. 
Franklin,  6  Gratt.  1,  52  Am.  Dec.  97;  Al- 
laire v.  Allaire,  37  N.  J.  L.  312;  Shanks  v. 
Christopher,  3  A.  K.  Marsh.  144;  Hays  ▼. 
Harden,  6  Pa.  409. 

The  term,  "I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  seal,"  does  not,  in  law,  necessarily  im- 
port that  the  signature  is  in  the  proper 
handwriting  of  the  person  executing  the  in- 
strument. 

Crumrine  v.  Crumrine,  14  Ind.  App.  641, 
43  N.  E.  322;  Sinnott  v.  Louisville  &  N.  R. 
Co.  104  Tenn.  233,  56  S.  W.  836;  Drury  v. 
Young,  58  Hd.  546,  42  Am.  Rep.  343 ;  Her- 
rick  V.  Morrill,  37  Minn.  250,  5  Am.  St. 
Rep.  841,  33  N.  W.  849;  Hamilton  v.  State, 
103  Ind.  96,  53  Am.  Rep.  491,  2  N.  E.  299. 

Farmer,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 

the  court: 

Appellants  say  in  their  brief  that  the 
grounds  of  the  contest  of  the  will  of  Blanche 
S.  Clarke  are  that  the  writing  offered  in 
evidence  was  not  her  will,  for  the  reasons: 
"(1)  That  the  will  was  not  signed  by  her, 
as  required  by  law;  (2)  that  it  was  not  ac- 
knowledged by  her  in  the  presence  of  the 
subscribing  witnesses,  as  required  by  law." 

It  is  contended  by  appellants  that  it  was 
incumbent  upon  appellees  to  prove  that  the 
signature  of  the  testatrix  to  the  will  was  in 
her  genuine  handwriting,  because  it  recites: 
"In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  seal."  It  is  also  contended 
that  as  the  will  w^as  required  by  law  to  be 
signed  by  the  testatrix  by  her  own  hand,  or 
by  someone  for  her  in  her  presence  and  at 
her  direction,  "when  the  witnesses  are  dead, 
the  signature  must  be  proved  before  the  full 
presumption  arises  that  the  will  was  duly 
executed." 

When  the  witnesses  to  a  will  are  alive 
and  their  testimony  can  be  procured,  a  will 
may  be  proved,  on  application  to  admit  it  to 
probate,  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the 
witnesses  "that  they  were  present  and  saw 
the  testator  or  testatrix  sign  said  will, 
testament,  or  codicil  in  their  presence,  or 
acknowledged  the  same  to  be  his  or  her  act 
and  deed,  and  that  they  believed  the  testa- 
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tor  or  testatrix  to  be  of  loand  mind  and 
memory  at  the  time  of  signing  or  acknowl- 
rdginj;  the  same."  Hurd's  Rev.  Stat.  1908, 
chap.  ]48,  §  2.  Section  6  of  the  same  chap- 
ter provides  that  when  one  or  more  of  the 
witnesses  are  dead,  or  for  other  reasons 
mentioned  his  or  her  testimony  cannot  be 
procured,  the  county  court  may  admit  proof 
of  the  handwriting  of  any  such  deceased, 
insane,  or  absent  witness,  as  aforesaid,  and 
such  other  secondary  evidence  as  is  admis- 
sible in  courts  of  justice,  to  establish  writ- 
ten contracts  generally  in  similar  cases; 
and  may  thereupon  proceed  to  record  the 
same,  as  though  such  will,  testament,  or 
codicil  had  been  proved  by  such  subscribing 
witnesses,  in  his,  her  or  their  proper  per- 
sons." 

Appellants  take  the  position  that  "second- 
sry  evidence"  referred  to  in  §  0  is  the  next 
best  evidence  obtainable  to  that  of  the  sub- 
scribing witnesses  if  they  were  alive  and 
present,  and  means  that  proof  should  have 
been  made  that  the  signature  of  testatrix 
wss  in  her  handwriting.  There  would  be 
force  in  this  position  if  it  were  required, 
in  order  to  make  a  valid  will,  that  it  be 
signed  by  the  testator  or  testatrix  in  his  or 
her  own  hand.  The  law  makes  no  such  re- 
qnirement.  The  name  of  the  testator  or 
testatrix  may  be  signed  by  someone  else  by 
his  or  her  direction,  and,  if  it  is  acknowl- 
edged in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses  to 
be  his  or  her  act  and  deed,  it  is  as  valid  as 
if  he  or  she  had  signed  it  with  his  or  her 
own  hand.  It  will  be  seen  by  S  2  of  the 
■tatute  above  quoted  that,  where  the  wit- 
nesses are  alive,  proof  of  the  will  may  be 
made  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  wit- 
nesses (that  they  saw  the  testator  sign  it, 
or  by  oath  or  affirmation  of  said  witnesses 
that  he  acknowledged  it  to  be  his  act  and 
feed. 

In  Hobart  ▼.  Hobart,  154  111.  610,  45  Am. 
St  Rep.  ISl,  39  N.  E.  581,  it  was  held  that 
the  death  of  a  subscribing  witness  merely 
changes  the  form  of  the  proof,  and  permits 
secondary  evidence  of  the  attestation  and 
execution  of  the  will.  The  court  referred 
to  the  fact  that  the  statutes  of  some  states 
require  the  signature  of  the  testator  to  be  ac- 
knowledged, but  holds  the  decisions  in  those 
<itates  are  not  applicable  in  this  state  be- 
cause the  statute  only  requires  the  testator 
to  acknowledge  the  will  to  be  his  act  and 
deed,  and  does  not  require  that  in  addition 
thereto  he  shall  acknowledge  the  signature 
to  be  hia  The  court  said :  "Proof  of  the 
handwriting  of  the  deceased  witness  is 
prima  facie  sufficient,  especially  where  the 
signatures  of  the  witnesses  are  attached  to 
an  attesting  clause  that  the  will  or  codicil 
*s>  written,  signed,  and  sealed  in  their 
pretence.  .  .  .  Where  the  testator  de- 
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Clares  to  the  witnesses  that  the  instrument 
is  his  will,  or  requests  them  to  attest  his 
will,  such  declaration  or  request  implies 
that  the  same  has  been  signed  by  him."  In 
that  case  there  was  proof  that  the  signature 
to  the  will  was  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
testator,  and  the  court  said  it  was  unneces- 
sary to  decide  whether  §  6,  above  quoted, 
required  in  all  cases  other  proof  besides 
proof  of  the  handwriting  of  the  deceased 
witnesses. 

In  More  v.  More,  211  111.  208,  71  N.  E. 
988,  both  witnesses  to  the  will  were  dead 
when  it  was  sought  to  prove  it  for  admis- 
sion to  probate.  There  was  no  attestation 
clause  written  out  to  which  the  witnesses' 
names  were  subscribed,  as  is  the  case  with 
the  will  with  which  we  are  now  dealing. 
Proof  was  offered  of  the  genuineness  of  the 
signature  of  the  testator  to  the  will  and 
also  of  the  signatures  of  the  witnesses 
thereto.  The  court  held  that  this  raised 
the  presumption  that  the  will  was  duly  at- 
tested by  the  witnesses  in  the  presence  of 
the  testator,  and  said:  "If  a -perfect  and 
formal  attestation  clause  reciting  that  all 
statutory  requirements  had  been  complied 
with  had  been  signed  by  the  attesting  wit- 
nesses, the  presumption  of  regularity  and 
compliance  with  statutory  requirements 
would  have  arisen  and  warranted  the  ad- 
mission of  the  will  to  probate."  In  Re 
Kohley,  200  111.  180,  65  N.  E.  699,  a  con- 
troversy arose  on  the  application  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  will  to  probate  whether  the 
testatrix  signed  it  in  the  presence  of  the 
witnesses  or  acknowledged  it  to  be  her  act 
and  deed.  The  testimony  was  contradictory, 
and  the  evidence  of  one  of  the  witnesses  to 
the  will  tended  to  show  that  she  did  neither. 
In  discussing  the  evidence  the  court  said 
that  the  statements  of  the  attestation  clause 
should  have  due  weight. 

In  Webster  v.  Yorty,  194  111.  408,  02  N.  E. 
907,  it  was  said:  "Proof  of  either  signing 
or  acknowledging  a  will  in  the  presence  of 
witnesses  is  sufficient,  and  it  is  not  even 
necessary  that  the  subscribing  witnesses 
know  that  the  instrument  is  a  will."  To 
the  same  effect  are  Harp  v.  Parr,  168  III. 
459,  48  N.  E.  113,  and  Re  Barry,  219  111. 
391,  76  N.  E.  577. 

In  Gould  V.  Chicago  Theological  Semi- 
nary, 189  111.  282,  50  N.  E.  530,  530,  it  was 
said  ( p.  292 ) :  "It  is  not  necessary  that 
the  attesting  witnesses  see  the  signature  of 
the  testator  upon  the  face  of  the  will,  that 
they  know  the  instrument  they  are  wit- 
nessing to  be  a  will,  or  that  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  signature  be  made  to  them  by 
the  testator.  The  statutory  requirement  is 
satisfied  if  the  testator  acknowledge  the  exe- 
cution of  the  will.  And  such  acknowledg- 
ment need  not  be  in  language.     Any  act. 
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sign,  or  gesture  of  the  testator  will  suffice 
which  indicates  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
will  with  unmistakable  certainty" — citing 
cases. 

It  seems  clear  from  the  statute  and  the 
foregoing  decisions  that,  if  the  witnesses  to 
the  will  in  controversy  had  been  alive  and 
personally  present,  it  would  not  have  been 
essential  to  the  proof  of  said  will  that  they 
make  oath  or  affirmation  that  the  signature 
of  the  testatrix  was  in-  her  handwriting. 
Oath  or  affirmation  of  the  witnesses  that 
she  acknowledged  it  to  be  her  act  and  deed 
is  a  compliance  with  the  statute  in  proving 
the  will.  If  proof  of  the  handwriting  of 
the  signature  is  not  required  to  be  made 
where  the  witnesses  are  alive  and  present, 
we  see  no  reason  for  requiring  such  proof 
where  the  witnesses  are  dead;  and  in  our 
opinion  the  secondary  evidence  referred  to 
in  §  6  of  the  statute  cannot  be  held  to  mean 
that  proof  of  tlie  handwriting  must  be  made. 
It  not  infrequently  happens,  as  will  be  seen 
from  some  of  the  cases  before  referred  to, 
that  the  witnesses  are  called  to  attest  a  will 
after  it  has  been  written  and  signed  by  the 
testator,  and  do  not  see  the  signature  when 
they  attest  the  will,  nor  is  any  mention 
made  of  its  having  been  signed  at  the  time 
of  its  attestation.  Obviously  in  such  cases, 
the  witnesses  could  not  swear  to  the  signa- 
ture of  the  testator,  and  yet,  if  he  acknowl- 
edged it  to  be  his  act  and  deed  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  witnesses,  and  at  his  request 
they  attested  it,  it  would  be  a  compliance 
with  statute.  It  will  be  observed  from  the 
decisions  above  cited  that  where  the  wit- 
nesses' names  are  signed  to  an  attestation 
clause,  reciting  that  all  the  requirements 
of  the  statute  necessary  to  the  valid  execu- 
tion of  a  will  have  been  complied  with,  due 
weight  should  be  given  it,  and  from  it  the 
presumption  arises  that  the  statute  has  been 
complied  with,  and  that  in  such  cases,  when 
the  witnesses  are  dead,  proof  of  their  signa- 
tures is  prima  facie  sufficient  to  establish 
the  will.  We  do  not  understand  the  attesta- 
tion clause  to  the  will  here  involved  pur- 
ports to  state  that  it  was  signed  by  the 
testatrix  in  the  presence  of  the  witnesses,  or 
that  the  signature  of  the  testatrix  was  ac- 
knowledged to  be  in  her  handwriting.  Said 
attestation  clause  recites  that  the  will  was 
signed,  sealed,  published,  and  declared  as 
nnd  for  her  last  will  and  testament  by 
Blanche  S.  Clarke,  "and  declared  by  her  to 
be  her  last  will  and  testament  in  our  pres- 
ence, who,  in  the  presence  of  said  testatrix, 
and  at  her  request,  and  in  the  presence  of 
each  other,  have  hereunto  subscribed  our 
names  as  witnesses."  While  said  clause  re- 
cites that  the  instrument  was  signed  by  the 
testatrix,  it  does  not  say  that  it  was  signed 
by  her  own  hand,  or  that  it  was  signed  in 
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the  presence  of  the  witnesses.  It  does  recits 
that  she  acknowledged  it  to  be  her  act  and 
deed  in  their  presence,  and  requested  the 
witnesses  to  attest  it.  In  our  opinion,  how- 
ever, it  would  have  made  no  difference  even 
if  the  attestation  clause  had  recited  that  the 
testatrix  signed  the  will  in  the  presence  of 
the  witnesses,  if  she  acknowledged  it  in 
their  presence  to  be  her  act  and  deed,  proof 
of  that  fact  was  sufficient  prima  facie  to 
establish  the  will,  even  if  the  recital  that 
she  signed  it  in  their  presence  was  untrue. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  proof  of  the  signa- 
tures of  the  deceased  witnesses  to  the  attes- 
tation clause,  reciting  that  the  testatrix  ac- 
knowledged the  instrument  to  be  her  act. 
and  deed  in  their  presence  and  at  her  re- 
quest, and  in  her  presence  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  each  other  'they  subscribed  their 
names  as  witnesses,  was  sufficient,  prima, 
facie,  to  establish  the  due  execution  of  the- 
will,  without  further  proof  of  the  handwrit- 
ing of  the  signature  of  the  testatrix.  Such 
proof  is,  of  course,  not  conclusive,  but  may 
be  overcome  by  testimony  showing  that  the- 
will  was,  in  fact,  not  executed  by  the  testa- 
trix. 

Morell  V.  Morell,  157  Ind.  179,  60  N.  E. 
1092,  relied  on  by  appellants,  is  not,  we 
think,  conclusive  in  appellants'  favor,  as 
contended.  That  case  was  not,  as  stated  by 
counsel,  a  will  contest,  but  was  an  applica- 
tion to  admit  the  will  to  probate.  The  per- 
sons whose  names  were  subscribed  as  wit- 
nesses to  the  alleged  will  were  dead.  The 
sole  heir  of  the  alleged  testator  filed  objec- 
tions in  writing  to  the  admission  of  the  will 
to  probate,  verified  by  affidavit  in  compli- 
ance with  the  statute  of  Indiana.  The  ob- 
jections were  that  the  will  was  not  made,, 
signed,  executed,  or  acknowledged  by  the  al- 
leged testator;  also,  that  the  persons  whose 
names  appeared  to  the  instrument  as  wit- 
nesses did  not  sign  it  as  witnesses.  The 
court  held  that,  under  the  issue  thus  pre- 
sented, the  burden  rested  on  the  proponents 
of  the  will  to  prove  its  execution,  and  that 
proof  of  the  signatures  of  the  witnesses  was 
not  sufficient,  but  they  were  required  to 
prove  the  signature  of  the  testator  also. 
The  court  said  that,  after  a  will  was  ad- 
mitted to  probate,  it  was  impressed  with 
prima  facie  validity,  but  that,  when  its- 
execution  was  denie^  under  oath  before  pro- 
bate, there  were  no  legal  presumptions  in 
its  favor.  That  decision  was  based  on  the 
issues  made  under  the  Indiana  statute  in 
such  cases,  and  cannot  be  of  controlling- 
force  in  the  decision  of  this  case. 

The  question  then  arises:  Appellants 
having  offered  testimony  tending  to  show 
that  the  signature  to  the  will  was  not  im 
the  handwriting  of  the  testatrix,  but  no  tes- 
timony having  been  offered  that  she  did  not 
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acknowledge  the  instrument  to  be  her  act 
and  deed,  was  the  court  justified  in  direct- 
ing a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  appellees?  We 
are  of  opinion  this  inquiry  must  be  an- 
swered in  the  afiSrmative.  Whether  the  tes- 
tatrix signed  the  will  with  her  own  hand, 
or  whether  someone  else  wrote  her  name  to 
the  instrument  at  her  request  and  direction, 
was  immaterial,  if  she  acknowledged  it  to 
be  her  act  and  deed.  This  the  proof  prima 
facie  showed  she  did  do,  and  proof  that  the 
signature  was  not  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
testatrix  did  not  tend  to  overcome  this  pri- 
ma facie  case. 

It  is  insisted  that  as  the  proof  tends  to 
show  the  testatrix  was  in  good  health  at 
the  time  the  will  purports  to  have  been  exe- 
cuted; that  she  was  an  intelligent  and  edu- 
cated woman,  and  wrote  a  good  hand,  to- 
gether with  the  further  proof  that  her  hus- 
oand,  the  chief  beneficiary  in  her  will,  officed 
with  the  witnesses  to  it  at  the  time  of  its 
purported  execution;  that  it  purports  to 
have  been  executed  thirty-four  years  before 
the  death  of  the  testatrix;  and  that  both  of 
said  witnesses  died  many  years  before  the 
death  of  the  testatrix, — such  doubt  of  the  in- 
strument being  the  will  of  Blanche  S.  Clarke 
arose  that  it  became  and  was  the  duty  of 
the  court  to  submit  the  question  to  the 
jury.  If  it  be  conceded  that  the  weight  of 
the  evidence  tends  to  show  that  the  signa- 
ture to  the  will  was  not  in  the  handwriting 
of  the  testatrix,  this  did  not  teAd  to  over- 
come the  prima  facie  proof,  as  we  have  be- 
fore stated,  that  she  acknowledged  the  will 
to  be  her  act  and  deed.  What  testatrix's 
physical  condition  was  on  the  day  the  will 
was  executed,  and  whether  any  reason  ex- 
isted for  her  not  signing  her  name  to  it,  if 
she  did  not  sign  it,  is  not  shown  by  the 
evidence.  True,  one  witness  testified,  on  di- 
rect examination,  that  she  was  in  good 
health  on  the  day  the  will  bears  date,  but 
on  cross-examination  he  states  that  there 
was  no  circumstance  which  enabled  him  to 
recall  Mrs.  Clarke's  condition  of  health  on 
that  day;  that  he  merely  thought  she  was 
in  good  health,  but  did  not  know.  The  pre- 
sumption would  be  that  a  person  able  to  write 
and  under  no  physical  disabilities  would 
sign  his  own  name  to  his  will,*  but,  in  the 
absence  of  proof  that  no  reason  existed  for 
the  testatrix  not  signing  her  own  name, 
there  is  no  such  presumption  that  none  did 
exist  as  would  overcome  the  attesting  clause 
that  she  acknowledged  it  as  her  act  and 
deed.  Her  dbility  to  write  would  not  be  a 
circumstance  tending  to  invalidate  the  will 
if  her  name  were  signed  to  it  at  her  direc- 
tion by  somebody  else,  and  she  ratified  and 
adopted  the  signature  and  acknowledged  the 
instrument  to  be  her  act  and  deed.  Neither 
does  any  other  proof  offered  by  appellants, 
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in  our  judgment,  tend  to  overcome  the 
prima  facie  case  made  by  appellees  that  the 
will  was  acknowledged  by  the  testatrix  to 
be  her  act  and  deed.  The  clause  in  the  will, 
"I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal," 
does  not  necessarily  import  that  the  testa- 
trix had  signed  her  name  with  her  own 
hand.  It  became  "her  hand"  if  her  name 
was  written  by  someone  else  at  her  direc- 
tion, to  the  same  extent  as  if  she  had  writ- 
ten it  with  her  own  hand.  It  means  no 
more  than  that  she  had  signed  her  name,  or 
caused  it  to  be  signed,  to  the  instrument, 
and  her  seal  made.  In  either  event  the  sig- 
nature would  be  a  valid  signature.  Crum- 
rine  v.  Crumrine,  14  Ind.  App.  641,  43  N. 
E.  322;  Sinnott  v.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co. 
104  Tenn.  233,  56  S.  W.  836;  Hamilton  v. 
State,  103  Ind.  96,  53  Am.  Rep.  491,  2  N.  E. 
299. 

In  our  opinion  the  action  of  the  Circuit 
Court  in  directing  a  verdict  was  correct,  and 
the  decree  is  affirmed. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  December 
21,  1909. 


IOWA    SUPREME    COtTRT. 

C.   E.   BROOKS,   Appt., 

V. 

INCORPORATED  TOWN  OF  BROOKLYN 

et    al. 

Two  Cases. 

•(—  Iowa,  — ,  124  N.  W.  868.) 

Mnnlcipal  corporation  —  statutory  au- 
thority ^  purchased  property  —  re- 
ferred  to  voters. 

1.  A  statute  authorizing  a  municipal 
corporation  to  purchase  and  pay  for  land 
needed  for  its  fire  department,  out  of  its 
general  funds,  is  not  repealed  by  a  subse- 
quent statute  requiring  the  submission  of 
propositions  to  purchase  real  estate  to  the 
electors,  where  the  latter  statute  can  be 
construed    to    apply   only    in    cases    where 


Note.  —  Power  of  municipaUty  to  con- 
struct aaeernbly,  convention,  exhibi- 
tion, or  atmtaement  hall. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  note  to  dis- 
cuss the  power  of  municipalities  to  erect 
town  or  city  halls  solely  for  public  offi- 
ces and  for  use  by  public  officers,  but  to 
discuss  such  power  with  reference  to 
buildings  to  be  used,  in  part  or  entirely, 
for  public  gatherings,  exhibitions,  theatri- 
cal  purposes,   general    entertainments,   etc. 

In  Rome  v.  McWilliams,  67  Ga.  106,  it 
was  held  that,  under  an  act  authorizing 
mimicipal  corporations  to  levy  and  collect 
taxes  for  "ordinary  current  expenses,"  a 
corporation  was  authorized  to  levy  a  tax 
for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  for  the 
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there  is  not  sufficient  money  in  the  gen- 
eral funds  to  pay  for  the  property,  so 
that  it  will  have  to  be  secured  by  issu- 
ance  of   bonds   and   warrants. 

Election  —  municipal   building  —  au- 
thorization — •  sufficiency. 

2.  An  election  upon  a  proposition  to 
build  a  townhall  is  not  invalidated  by 
the  fact  that  the  proposition  is  in  a  form 
requiring  the  approval  of  two  contracts, 
one  for  constructing  the  building  and  the 
other  for  heating  and  lighting  it  and  fur- 
nishing the  plumbing,— especially  where  the 
ballots  follow  the  language  of  the  statute. 

Municipal     corporation    —    power     to 
build   opera    house. 

3.  A  town  has  no  authority  to  construct 


a  building  for  an  opera  house  or  assem- 
bly hall  where  the  form  of  government  Is 
representative  and  not  democratic,  al- 
though it  incidentally  provides  for  accom- 
modation in  it  of  the  fire  department  and 
town  offices. 

(February   17,   1910.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  judgments  of 
the  District  Court  for  Poweshiek  Coun- 
ty dismissing  the  petitions  in  consolidated 
actions,  the  first  of  which  was  brought  to 
annul  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot 
whereon  to  erect  a  city  building,  to  cancel 
the  deed  therefor,  and  to  recover  back  the 
purchase  price  paid  therefor;  and  the  second 


accommodation  of  the  inhabitants  and  mu- 
nicipal authorities,  such  as  town  houses 
to  assemble  in. 

In  Wheelock  v.  Ixiwell,  196  Mass.  220, 
124  Am.  St.  Rep.  543,  81  N.  E.  977,  12  A. 
&  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1109,  it  was  held  that,  un- 
der a  statute  which  empowered  appropria- 
tions for  "other  necessary  charges,"  a  city 
could  legally  expend  money  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  commodious  and  convenient  hall 
in  which  the  citizens  might  exercise  their 
right  of  assembly  and  of  considering  and 
discussing  public  affairs. 

In  Clarke  v.  Brookfield,  81  Mo.  503,  51 
Am.  Rep.  243,  it  was  held  that  the  funds 
of  a  municipal  corporation  may  reasonably 
be  devoted  to  the  erection  of  a  building 
suitable  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
town  officers  and  records,  and  containing 
a  public  hall  in  which  the  trustees  may 
conduct  their  sessions  in  public,  in  which 
elections  may  be  held,  and  where  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  may  assemble  to 
consider  and  discuss  matters  of  public 
importance.  The  court  said:  "In  a  gov- 
ernment where  they  have  the  right  to  as- 
semble for  the  purpose  of  considering  and 
discussing  their  public  affairs,  a  conven- 
ient and  commodious  hall  for  them  to  as- 
semble in  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  proper  and 
necessary  want  of  the  inhabitants  of  every 
town." 

That  a  town  may  erect  a  building  with 
sufficient  and  convenient  room  for  all  elec- 
tion and  town  meeting  purposes,  see  also 
State  ex  rel.  Jordan  v.  Havnes,  72  Mo. 
377;  Eastman  v.  Meredith,  3*6  N.  H.  284, 
72  Am.  Dec.  302;  Beaver  Dam  v.  Frings, 
17  Wis.  399. 

In  Ross  v.  Long  Branch,  73  N.  J.  L.  292, 
63  Atl.  609,  it  was  held  that  the  power 
conferred  by  a  statute  upon  a  city  to  raise 
money  by  tax,  for  acquiring,  maintaining, 
and  improving  public  parks,  included  the 
power  to  erect  in  the  park  a  casino  or 
pavilion  for  public  amusement  or  conven- 
ience. 

In  Denver  v.  Hallett,  34  Colo.  393,  83. 
Pac.  1066,  in  which  it  was  held  that  the 
city  of  Denver  had  the  power  to  provide 
for  the  erection  of  a  public  auditorium, 
the  court  said:  "It  would  seem  to  be  entire- 
ly proper  for  the  city  to  own  a  place 
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where  the  public  can  witness  the  exercises 
of  commencement  day  of  the  various  high 
schools  of  the  city.  Such  a  place  does  not 
now  exist  in  Denver,  and  never  has  existed. 
At  no  time  in  the  history  of  Denver,  have 
one  half  of  the  persons  desiring  to  do  so 
been  able  to  witness  the  commencement  ex- 
ercises of  our  high  schools,  and  no  good 
reason  is  apparent  why  the  city  should  not 
provide  a  suitable  place  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  public.  .  .  .  There  is  no 
apparent  reason  why  the  taxpayers  of  Den- 
ver may  not,  under  a  constitutional  pro- 
vision limiting  the  power  to  assess  and  col- 
lect taxes,  to  the  'purposes  of  such  corpo- 
ration,' by  vote,  order  the  erection  of  an 
auditorium  for  public  purposes,  even 
though  it  be  incidentally  used  for  con- 
ventions  and   national    associations." 

In  Greenbanks  v.  Boutwell,  43  Vt.  207. 
it  was  held  to  be  within  the  power  of  a 
school  district  to  erect  a  hall  designed  to 
accommodate  the  schools  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  district,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
aminations and  exhibitions,  and  other  such 
things  as  are  proper  and  customary  in  con- 
nection with  district  schools,  but  that 
the  district  was  doing  what  it  had  n>.  legal 
authority  to  do,  if  the  design  was  to  use 
the  occasion  of  building  a  schoolhouse  as 
a  pretext  for  making  a  public  hall  for 
town  meetings,  lodge  meetings,  lectures, 
concerts,  dances,  picnics,  iind  the  other  uses 
to  which  such  halls  are  ordinarily  put. 

In  Wheelock  v.  Lowell,  supra,  it  was 
contended  that  the  proposed  building  was 
not  needed  for  any  municipal  officer  or 
board,  but  was  intended  to  be  used  as  a 
place  for  holding  theatrical  exhibitions, 
dances,  and  other  amusements.  The  court 
said:  "If  the  dominating  motive  for  the 
erection  of  the  hall  is  a  strictly  public 
use,  then  the  expenditure  for  it  is  legal,  al- 
though incidentally  it  may  be  devoted  oc- 
casionally to  uses  which  are  not  public. 
If,  however,  the  project  of  the  defendant 
city  is  merely  colorable,  masking  under 
the  pretext  of  a  public  purpose  a  general 
design  to  enter  into  the  private  business 
of  maintaining  a  public  hall  for  gain,  or 
devoting  it  mainly  to  any  other  than  its 
public  use  as  a  gathering  place  for  citi- 
zens generally,  such  an  attempt  would  be 
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■to  set  Aside  certain  contracte  for  the  erec- 
-tion  of  an  alleged  city  building,  to  enjoin 
«rection  thereof,  and  to  have  an  election  at 
which  the  contract  for  the  building  was  ap- 
proved declared  illegal.  Affirmed  as  to  the 
fint,  and  reversed  as  to  the  second. 

Statement  by  Deemer,  Ch.  J.: 
Two  actions  brought  by  plaintiff,  one  to 
annul  a  contract  entered  into  between  de- 
fendant town  and  J.  J.  and  Henrietta  Wat- 
kins,  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  whereon  to 
erect  a  city  building;  to  cancel  the  deed 
therefor;  to  compel  a  restitution  of  the 
funds  paid  for  the  lot;  and  to  recover  judg- 
ment tlierefor;  and  the  other  to  annul  and 


set  aside  certain  contracts  made  by  defend- 
ant town  with  defendants  Coutts  and  Ormis- 
ton,  for  the  erection  of  an  alleged  city  build- 
ing; to  enjoin  the  erection  of  the  building; 
to  have  an  election  at  which  the  contract 
for  the  building  was  approved  by  the  elect- 
ors adjudged  illegal ;  and  for  other  equitable 
relief.  The  trial  court  dismissed  both  peti- 
tions, and  plaintiff  appeals.  The  cases  were 
tried  together  in  the  lower  court  and  are 
submitted  here  as  one. 

Messrs.  John  T.  Scott  and  U.  M. 
Reed,  for  appellant: 

The  method  prescribed  in  the  statutes  for 
the  purchase  of  grounds  is  exclusive. 


a  perversion  of  power  and  a  nullity,  and 
no  publie  funds  could  be  appropriated  for 
it." 

In  Parker  v.  Concord,  71  N.  H.  408,  62 
Atl.  1095,  a  number  of  taxpayers  sought 
to  enjoin  the  erection  of  a  public  hall  for 
municipal  purposes,  upon  the  ground  that 
the  city  council  had  adopted  an  amend- 
ment to  the  original  resolution,  providing 
that  there  should  be  included  within  or 
connected  with  the  new  building  a  city 
hall  capable  of  seating  from  1600  to  2000 
people,  constructed  on  the  ground  floor, 
and  that  the  real  intention  was  not  to 
build  a  city  building  and  auditorium  for 
municipal  purposes,  but,  under  color  of 
such  purpose,  to  erect  an  opera  house  to  be 
let  to  dramatic  companies,  and  others  for 
purposes  of  entertainment.  The  injunc- 
tion was  denied,  because  it  was  not  made 
to  appear  that  any  of  the  defendants  in- 
tended to  build  except  in  accordance  with 
the  original  resolution.  The  court  said, 
however:  "If,  ostensibly  acting  under  the 
resolution  which  empowers  them  to  build 
a  city  hall  building,  they  shall  change 
their  present  purpose,  and  shall  attempt 
the  erection  of  a  different  building,  or  shall 
otherwise  assume  authority  in  the  prem- 
ises which  is  not  sanctioned  by  a  reason- 
able construction  of  the  city's  powers,  an 
«mple  remedy  will  be  afforded  in  an  ap- 
propriate   proceeding." 

In  Bates  v.  Bassett,  60  Vt.  630,  1  L.R.A. 
166,  15  Atl.  200,  it  was  held  that,  although 
a  municipal  corporation,  authorized  by  the 
legislature  to  erect  buildings  for  municipal 
purposes,  had  no  right,  as  a  primary  pur- 
pose, to  erect  buildings  for  rent,  there  was 
nothing  in  the  case  to  show  that  the  pri- 
mary purpose  of  the  erection  of  a  townhall 
was  not  for  proper  municipal  uses,  so  as  to 
invalidate  the  action  of  the  town  in  erect- 
ing it,  where  it  appeared  that  the  second 
atory  of  the  hall  was  fitted  up  for  the 
-accommodation    of    theatrical    troupes. 

And  so  it  was  held  in  Jones  v.  Camden, 
44  8.  C.  319,  51  Am.  St.  Rep.  819,  23  S. 
E.  141,  where  it  appeared  that  the  small 
income  derived  from  letting  that  portion 
■of  the  building  not  then  needed  for  public 
purposes,  to  dramatic  and  other  com- 
panies, was  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  in- 
Sa  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


surance  on  the  building,  and  the  interest 
on  the  money  expended  in  its  erection. 

If  a  building  was  designed  and  adapted 
to  serve  the  legitimate  interest  of  the  mu- 
nicipality, its  erection  will  not  be  rendered 
illegal,  if,  when  not  wanted  for  municipal 
purposes,  the  municipality  permits  it  to 
be  used  for  other  purposes  having  no  rela- 
tion to  the  object  for  which  it  was  built, 
such  as  lectures  and  public  entertainments. 
Camden  v.  Camden,  77  Me.  530,  1  Atl. 
689;   Greenbanks  v.  Boutwell,  43  Vt.  207. 

In  Stetson  v.  Kempton,  13  Mass.  272,  7 
Am.  Dec.  145,  it  was  said  oliter:  "The 
erection  of  public  buildings  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  inhabitants,  such  aa 
town  houses  to  assemble  in,  .  .  .  may 
also  be  a  proper  town  charge,  and  may 
come  within  the  fair  meaning  of  the  term 
'necessary;'  .  .  .  but  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  the  building  of  a  theater,  a 
circus,  or  any  other  place  of  mere  amuse- 
ment, at  the  expense  of  the  town,  could  be 
justified  under  the  term  'necessary  town 
charges.' "  This  was  the  term  used  in  the 
statute  granting  towns  power  to  raise 
money. 

In  Bell  T.  Platteville,  71  Wis.  139,  36 
N.  W.  831,  it  appeared  that  the  city  had 
erected  and  completed  a  city  hall,  part 
oi  which  was  fitted  up  to  be  used  for  the 
purposes  of  theaters,  concerts,  shows, 
dances,  and  general  entertainments.  The 
courts  dismissing  the  action  to  restrain 
the  renting  of  the  hall  for  such  purposes, 
brought  by  taxpayers  whose  rights  were  in 
no  way  jeopardized,  said:  ."We  start  then 
with  the  city  as  the  lawful  owner  of  the 
building  containing  the  rooms  and  apart- 
ments mentioned.  From  what  has  been 
said,  it  will  appear  that  the  question  si> 
fully  argued  by  the  learned  counsel  for 
the  plaintiffs,  as  to  whether  the  munici- 
pality had  any  legal  authority  to  build  a 
Colosseum,  a  theater,  a  circus,  a  beer  gar- 
den, or  any  structure  for  mere  amusement, 
recreation,  or  culture,  is  not  involved  in 
the  case,  nor  pertinent  to  any  of  the  is- 
sues raised." 

Kininnan  v.  Brockton,  153  Mass.  255, 
11  L.R.A.  123,  26  N.  E.  998,  is  cited  and 
sufficiently   set   out   in    BsooES   V.   Bbooz- 
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Youngerman  t.  Murphy,  107  Iowa,  686,  78 
N.  W.  648. 

Any  fair,  reasonable  doubt  concerning  the 
existence  of  power  in  a  municipal  corpora- 
tion to  do  a  particular  act  is  resolved  by  the 
courts  against  the  corporation,  and  the  pow- 
er is  denied. 

1  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  4th  ed.  If  89;  Clark  v. 
Des  Moines,  19  Iowa,  199,  87  Am.  Dec.  423; 
liogan  V.  Pyne,  43  Iowa,  524,  22  Am.  Rep. 
261 ;  Becker  v.  Keokuk  Waterworks,  79  Iowa, 
419,  18  Am.  St.  Rep.  377,  44  N.  W.  694; 
Brockman  v.  Creston,  79  Iowa,  587,  44  N.  W. 
822;  Heins  v.  Lincoln,  102  Iowa,  69,  71  N. 
W.  189 ;  Cherokee  v.  Perkins,  118  Iowa,  405, 
92  N.  W.  68;  Posey  y.  North  Birmingham, 
154  Ala.  511,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  711,  45  So. 
663;  Denver  v.  Hallett,  34  Colo..  393,  83 
Pac.  1066. 

Municipal  funds  can  be  expended  for  pub- 
lic or  municipal  purposes  only. 

1  Cooley,  Taxn.  181,  188,  469 ;  Opinion  of 
Justices,  155  Mass.  698,  15  L.R.A.  809,  30 
K.  E.  1143;  Mead  v.  Acton,  139  Mass.  341, 
1  N.  E.  413;  Stetson  v.  Kempton,  13  Mass. 
272,  7  Am.  Dec.  145;  Kingman  ▼.  Brock- 
ton, 153  Mass.  255,  11  L.RA.  123,  26  N.  E. 
998;  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Eau  Claire,  37  Wis.  400; 
Hanson  v.  Vernon,  27  Iowa,  28,  1  Am.  Rep. 
215;  Warren  v.  Henly,  31  Iowa,  31;  Blooms- 
burg  Land  Improv.  Co.  v.  Bloomsburg,  215 
Pa.  452,  64  Atl.  602. 

If  the  primary  object  of  a  public  expen- 
diture is  not  to  subserve  a  public  municipal 
purpose,  but  is  to  promote  some  private 
end,  the  expenditure  is  illegal,  even  though 
it  may  incidentally  serve  some  public  pur- 
pose; if  the  project  is  merely  colorable,  un- 
der the  pretense  of  exercising  a  legal  power, 
looking  to  other  and  distinct  objects  beyond 
the  scope  of  the  principal  one,  the  expendi- 
ture therefor  is  illegal. 

Strahan  v.  Malvern,  77  Iowa,  464,  42  N. 
W.  369;  1  Smith,  Mun.  Corp.  ^  682;  Spauld- 
ing  V.  Lowell,  23  Pick.  71;  1  Cooley,  Taxn. 
188,  469;  Coates  v.  Campbell,  37  Minn.  498, 
35  N.  W.  366;  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Eau  Claire  and 
Bloomsburg  Land  Improv.  Co.  v.  Blooms- 
burg, supra;  Nerlien  v.  Brooten,  94  Minn. 
361,  102  N.  W.867;  Kingman  v.  Brockton, 
supra;  Sugar  v.  Monroe,  108  La.  677,  59 
L.R.A.  723,  32  So.  961;  Nolan  County  v. 
State,  83  Tex.  183,  17  S.  W.  823;  Dorton  v. 
Hcarn,  67  Mo.  301;  Allen  v.  Jay,  60  Me. 
124,  11  Am.  Rep.  185;  People  v.  Parks,  58 
Cal.  624;  Mather  v.  Ottawa,  114  111.  659,  3 
N.  E.  216;  Eufaula  v.  McNab,  67  Ala.  588, 
42  Am.  Rep.  118;  Posey  v.  North  Birming- 
ham, supra. 

A  municipal  corporation  is  limited  in  its 
erection  of  buildings  for  municipal  purposes, 
to  providing  only  for  absolutely  necessary 
houseroom  for  carrying  on  the  city's  govern- 
ment. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Tiedeman,  Mun.  Corp.  f  141;  1  Dill.  Mun. 
Corp.  4tb  ed.  ^  30;  Kingman  ▼.  Brockton, 
supra. 

Where  two  propositions  are  required  to  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  for  approval,  the 
ballot  should  be  so  prepared  as  to  enable  the 
voters  to  express  their  choice  on  each  prop- 
osition. 

Gray  v.  Mount,  45  Iowa,  691;  Stem  v. 
Fargo  (N.  D.)  post,  665,  122  N.  W..403; 
Cain  v.  Smith,  117  Ga.  902,  44  S.  E. 
5;  Leavenworth  v.  Wilson,  69  Kan.  74,  76 
Pac.  400,  2  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  367;  Tnielsea 
V.  Duluth,  61  Minn.  48,  63  N.  W.  714. 

It  is  not  the  submission  of  the  contract 
or  contracts  to  the  voters,  which  deter- 
mines the  election  of  methods. 

Coggeshall  v.  Des  Moines,  138  Iowa,  730, 
128  Am.  St.  Rep.  221,  117  N.  W.  309. 

Messrs.  W.  R.  Ijewla  and  John  F.  Tal- 
bott,   for  appellees: 

Chapter  28,  Laws  of  the  Thirtieth  General 
Assembly,  does  not  repeal  existing  laws  au- 
thorizing the  expenditure  of  money  fronk 
the  general  fund  for  the  purchase  of  real 
estate. 

Re  Cedar  Rapids,  86  Iowa,  39,  51  K.  W. 
1142;  Burlington  v.  Quick,  47  Iowa,  222; 
Diver  v.  Keokuk  Sav.  Bank,  126  Iowa,  691, 
102  N.  W.  642,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  669. 

The  proposed  building  is  a  public  building 
for  proper  municipal  purposes. 

Bates  V.  Bassett,  60  Vt.  530,  1  LJR.A.  166, 
15  Atl.  200;  Wheelock  v.  Lowell,  196  Mass. 
220,  124  Am.  St.  Rep.  543,  81  N.  E.  977, 
12  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1109;  Denver  v.  HaU 
lett,  34  Colo.  393,  83  Pac.  1066;  Kingman  ▼. 
Brockton,  153  Mass.  256,  11  L.  R.  A.  133, 
26  N.  E.  998. 

When  power  is  delegated  to  a  municipal 
corporation  to  make  public  improvements, 
the  discretion  of  the  corporation  as  to  the 
size,  cost,  and  method  of  making  the  im- 
provement, will  not  be  interfered  with  by 
the  courts. 

Lucia  V.  Montpclier,  1  L.R.A.  169  &  note, 
60  Vt.  637,  15  Atl.  321;  Bates  v.  Bassett, 
supra;  Des  Moines  Gas  Co.  v.  Des  Moines, 
44  Iowa,  505,  ?4  Am.  Rep.  756;  Abbot, 
Mun.  Corp.  pp.  802,  990,  2511,  2514. 

When  the  right  to  purchase  land  for  nse- 
of  a  city  or  incorporated  town  is  conferred 
by  law,  it  is  for  the  corporation  to  deter- 
mine what  it  will  do;  it  is  not  for  the- 
coiu-ts  to  inquire  as  to  the  ability  or  neces- 
sity of  the  corporation.  Those  matters  are- 
left  to  the  judgment  of  the  proper  officers. 

Re  Cedar  Rapids,  supra;  Miller  v.  Webster 
City,  94  Iowa,  162,  62  N.  W.  648;  Brown 
▼.  Barstow,  87  Iowa,  344,  54  N.  W.  241; 
Dewey  v.  Des  Moines,  101  Iowa,  416,  70  N. 
W.  605;  Brewster  ▼.  Davenport,  51  Iowa, 
427,  1  N.  W.  737;  Des  Moines  Gas  Co.  ▼. 
Des  Moines,  44  Iowa,  506,  24  Am.  Rep.  76(L 
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Deemer,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 

tlw  court : 

There  is  little  dispute  in  the  facts, — ^the 
questions  presented,  aside  from  one  to  be 
hereafter  noted,  being  of  law.    The  town  of 
Brooklyn  is  duly  incorporated,  and  has  a 
population  of  about  1,200.    Like  most  Iowa 
towns   it   is    a    farming   community,    and, 
aside  from   its    social    and   mercantile   af- 
fairs, its  interests  are  largely  agricultural. 
Prior  to  the  transactions  to  which  we  are 
about  to  refer,  it  had  no  city  hall,  no  fire 
station,  no  theater,  no  opera  house,  and  no 
large  public  assembly   hall.     Some   of   its 
pnblic-spirited  citizens  conceived  the  notion 
that  all  these  things  might  be  joined  in  one 
building,  and    that    a    lot    could    be    pur- 
chaied  and  such  a  structure  erected  through 
a  tax  levy  upon  all  the  property  within  the 
town.    This  proposition  was  submitted  to 
the  town  council,  and  the  plan  met  with  the 
approTtI  of  the   members   thereof.     Steps 
were  almost  immediately  taken  to  accom- 
plisb  the  wishes  of  the  authors  of  the  plan, 
and  on  July  3,  1908,  the  town  council  sub- 
mitted to  the  electors  at  a  special  election 
the  following  proposition:  "Shall  the  town 
of  Brooklyn,  Iowa,  build  a  new  townhall 
and  assembly  hall,  at  an  expense  of  not  to 
exceed  $8,000  in  addition  to  what  may  be 
realized  from  the  old  building?"    By  a  vote 
of  about  two  to  one,  this  proposition  was 
carried.    Almost  immediately  thereafter,  the 
council  began  negotiations   for  a  lot,  and 
also    authorized    the    employment    of    an 
architect  to  design  plans  for  the  building. 
Before  anything   was    done,   however,   and 
on  September  4,  1908,  the  city,  in  levying 
the  improvement  taxes,  levied  a  3-mill  tax 
for  a  townhall  sinking  fund,  which,  as  we 
onderetand,  was  duly  certified  to  the  proper 
authorities.     On    October    6th    the   council 
made  a  conditional  contract  with  the  de- 
fendants Watkins,  for  the  purchase  of  the 
lot  in  question,  the  contract  to  be  void  if 
both  it  and  the  proposition  to  erect  a  town 
building  were  not  approved  by  the  electors, 
however,    on    December    4th,    the    contract 
wsa  resigned  and  rea6Srmed  without  con- 
ditions, and  the  council  directed  the  imme- 
diate consummation  of  the  contract,  and  the 
payment  of  the   consideration  out  of   the 
general  funds  of  the  town.    Without  a  vote 
of  the  electors,   save    as    heretofore    indi- 
cated, the  purchase   price,   to  wit,  $1,160, 
was  paid  out  of  the  general  funds,  and  deed 
made  to  the  city.    On  the  4th  of  December 
the  city  adopted   the   plans   for   the   new 
building,  and   contracts   were   immediately 
entered  into  with   defendants   Coutts   and 
Ormiston,  for  the  erection  of  a  building  ac- 
cording to  these  plans.     At  a  special  elec- 
tion held  on  January  11,  1909,  the  contracts 
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so  entered  into  were  submitted  to  the  elect- 
ors; the  proposition  being  as  follows: 


Yes 

No 

"Notice  to  Voters:  For  an  affirmative 
vote  on  any  question  submitted  on  the  bal- 
lot make  a  cross  (X)  mark  in  the  square 
after  the  word  'Yes.'  For  a  negative  vote 
make  a  similar  mark  in  the  square  follow- 
ing the  word  'No.' 

"Shall  the  following  public 
measure  be  adopted,  to  wit : 

"Shall  the  contracts  approved  by  the 
town  council  in  relation  to  the  erection  of 
a  townhall  be  adopted,  as  follows:  [Here  is 
set  out  the  contract  with  R.  G.  Coutts,  and 
immediately  thereunder  the  contract  with  ' 
I.  J.  Ormiston.]" 

The   contract   with  Coutts  was   for  the 
erection  of  the  building,  and  with  Ormiston 
for  the  plumbing,  heating,  and  lighting  of 
the    structure.      But    one    proposition    was 
submitted, — that  is  to  say,  the  electors  had  to 
approve  of  both  or  neither.    The  vote  of  the 
electors  was  in  the  afTirmative.    This  action 
to  set   aside  the   various  deeds,  contracts, 
etc:,  was  commenced  originally  on  December 
24,  1908,  and  on  February  15,  1909,  plaintiff 
filed  an  amendment  to  the  petition  chal- 
lenging the  validity  of  the  January  elec- 
tion.    The  nature  of  the  attack  upon  the 
proceedings  is  so  well  stated  in  appellant's 
brief  that  we   here   quote   from   it  as  fol- 
lows:   "The  plaintiff,  appellant  herein,  by 
these  actions,  seeks  to  have  the  purchase 
of  said  lot  set  aside,  on  the  ground  that 
the   same  is  illegal  and  void,  because  the 
proposition  therefor  was  not  -  submitted  to 
the  voters  for  their  approval;  and  he  asks 
that  the  defendant  be  restrained  from  erect- 
ing the  proposed  building,  because  it  is  not 
such  a  building  as  the  town  has  the  power 
to  erect,  it  not  being  designated  or  planned 
for  municipal  use;  and  he  further  asks  that 
said  election  be  set  aside  and  held  invalid, 
for  the  reason  that  the  same  was  held  to 
vote  upon  illegal  propositions,  and  further, 
that  the  voters  were  not  given  an  opportu- 
nity  to  vote   for  or  against  each   of   the 
contracts  submitted,  but  were  compelled  to 
vote  either  for  the  adoption,  or  against  the 
adoption,  of  both."    As  to  the  building  it- 
self, we  quote  the  following  from  appellant's 
brief:    "The  building  as  thus  planned  and 
approved  is  90  feet  in  length  and  40  feet  in 
width.    It  has  a  floor  space,  excluding  boil- 
er rooms,  of  almost  6,000  square  feet.    Of 
this   space,  but  1,200   square   feet  is  to  be 
used  by  the  city  government  for  offices,  fire 
department,  etc.,  leaving  quite  4,000  square 
feet  of  floor  space  for  use  for  other  pur- 
poses.   The  plans,  as  a  whole,  show  that  the 
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building  is  designed  for  an  opera  house,  it 
being  provided  with  an  auditorium  capable 
of  seating  400  or  500  people,  a  box  o£Bce, 
ticket  window,  stage,  balcony,  dressing 
rooms,  etc.  The  dressing  rooms  are  marked 
'store  rooms'  on  the  plans,  and  have  a  floor 
space  of  about  1,000  square  feet,  and  are 
additional  to  the  so-called  fire  department 
and  apparatus  rooms.  The  plans  show  that 
these  'store  rooms'  are  to  be  'finished,' — 
quite  an  unnecessary  expense  if  they  are  to 
be  used  solely  for  storage  purposes."  Blue 
prints  showing  basement,  first  and  second 
(story  plans,  cross  sections,  elevations,  roof 
plans,  etc.,  are  in  evidence,  and  have  been 
certified  as  a  part  of  the  record.  It  is  well 
settled,  of  course,  that  a  municipal  corpora- 
tion has  such  powers,  and  such  only,  as  are, 
first,  expressly  granted,  or  second,  such  as 
are  fairly  or  necessarily  implied  from  those 
granted,  or  third,  such  as  are  essential  to 
the  declared  objects  and  purposes  of  the  in- 
corporation. As  to  the  third,  it  is  not 
enough  that  they  be  convenient;  it  must 
appear  that  they  are  indispensable.  In  case 
of  doubt,  the  existence  of  the  power  is 
denied  by  the  courts.  Clark  v.  Des  Moines, 
19  Iowa,  199,  87  Am.  Dec.  423;  Logan  v. 
Pyne,  43  Iowa,  524,  22  Am.  Rep.  261;  Becker 
V.  Keokuk  Waterworks,  79  Iowa,  419,  18 
Am.  St.  Rep.  377,  44  N.  W.  694;  Brockman 
V.  Creston,  79  Iowa,  587,  44  N.  W.  822; 
Ileins  V.  Lincoln,  102  Iowa,  69,  71  N.  W. 
189;  Cherokee  v.  Perkins,  118  Iowa,  405,  92 
N.  W.  68.  If  there  be  no  authority  to  make 
a  contract  under  these  rules,  any  attempt 
to  do  so  is  void.  McPherson  v.  Foster,  43 
Inwa,  48,  22  Am.  Rep.  215;  Cedar  Rapids 
Water  Co.  v.  Cedar  Rapids,  118  Iowa,  234, 
91  N.  W.  1081;  Weitz  v.  Independent  Dist. 
79  Iowa,  423,  44  N.  W.  696.  Again,  if  the 
project  is  merely  colorable  under  the  pre- 
tense of  some  actual  authority,  but  intended 
to  promote  some  private  or  unauthorized 
purpose,  courts  will  declare  it  illegal. 
Strahan  v.  Malvern,  77  Iowa,  454,  42  N.  W. 
369;  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Eau  aaire,  37  Wis.  400; 
Eufaula  v.  McNab,  67  Ala.  588,  42  Am.  Rep. 
118;  Coates  v.  Campbell,  37  Minn.  498,  35 
N.  W.  366;  Allen  v.  Jay,  60  Me.  124,  11 
Am.  Rep.  185;  Mather  v.  Ottawa,  114  111. 
659,  3  N.  E.  216;  Nerlien  v.  Brooten,  94  Min. 
361,  102  N.  W.  867;  Sugar  v.  Monroe,  108 
La.  677,  69  L.RA.  723,  32  So.  961;  Dorton  v. 
Hearn,  67  Mo.  301. 

The  rule  with  reference  to  public  build- 
ings has  thus  been  stated:  "The  validity  of 
appropriations  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
or  repairing  public  buildings  is  sometimes 
contested  in  the  courts  on  the  ground  that 
the  contemplated  accommodations  exceed 
the  actual  needs  of  the  corporation,  and  are 
to  be  rented  in  part  to  private  individuals. 
The  distinction  drawn  in  the  authorities  is 
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this;  If  the  primary  object  of  a  public  ex- 
penditure is  to  subserve  a  public  municipal 
purpose,  the  expenditure  ia  legal,  notwith- 
standing it  also  involves  as  an  incident  an 
expense  which,  standing  alone,  would  not  be 
lawful.  But  if  the  primary  object  is  to  pro- 
mote some  private  end,  the  expenditure  is 
illegal,  even  though  it  may  incidentally 
serve  some  public  purpose.  It  is  proper  in 
constructing  buildings  to  make  suitable 
provision  for  prospective  wants.  Proceed- 
ings in  raising  and  expending  money  within 
the  limits  of  the  corporate  powers  in  these 
particulars  wilt  not  be  collaterally  im- 
peached and  held  void  because,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  a  court  and  jury,  a  less  sum  would 
have  answered  the  immediate  necessities 
of  the  corporation,  or  the  money  might  have 
been  more  judiciously  and  economically  ex- 
pended."    1  Beach,  Pub.  Corp.  §  646. 

In  Worden  v.  New  Bedford.  131  Mass.  24, 
41  Am.  Rep.  185,  it  is  said:  "The  city  could 
not  erect  buildings  for  business  or  specu- 
lative purposes,  but  having  a  city  hall,  built 
in  good  faith  and  used  for  municipal  pur- 
poses, it  has  the  right  to  allow  it  to  be  used 
incidentally  for  other  purposes,  either  gra- 
tuitously or  for  a  compensation.  Such  a  use 
is  within  its  legal  authority,  and  is  common 
in  most  of  our  cities  and  towns.  French  v. 
Quincy,  3  Allen,  9." 

In  Bates  v.  Bassett,  60  Vt.  535,  1  L:RJi. 
166,  15  Atl.  202,  it  is  said:  "The  fitting  up 
of  rooms  for  rent  was  an  expense  incidental 
to  the  building  of  the  townhall.  The  town 
has  no  right  as  a  primary  purpose  to  erect 
buildings  to  rent;  but  if,  in  the  erection 
of  its  hall  for  its  proper  municipal  uses, 
it  conceives  that  it  will  lighten  its  burdens 
to  rent  part  of  its  building,  whereby  an  in- 
come is  gained,  no  sound  reason  is  suggested 
why  it  may  not  do  so.  The  true  distinction 
drawn  in  the  authorities  is  this:  If  the  pri- 
mary object  of  a  public  expenditure  is  to 
subserve  a  public  municipal  purpose,  the  ex- 
penditure is  legal,  notwithstanding  it  also 
involves  as  an  incident  an  expense  which, 
standing  alone,  would  not  be  lawful.  But  if 
the  primary  object  is  not  to  subserve  a  pub- 
lic municipal  purpose,  but  to  promote  some 
private  end,  the  expenditure  is  illegal,  even 
though  it  may  incidentally  serve  some  pub- 
lic purpose.  This  is  the  teat  where  good 
faith  is  exercised  in  making  the  expenditure. 
If  a  public  purpose  is  set  up  as  a  mere  pre- 
text to  conceal  a  private  purpose,  of  course 
the  expenditure  is  illegal  and  fraudulent. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  case  that  invali- 
dates the  action  of  the  town  in  building  its 
new  townhall.  Spaulding  v.  Lowell,  23 
Pick.  71.  Having  elected  to  build,  the  town 
had  on  its  hands  an  old  building.  In  the 
exercise  of  what  seemed  to  them  to  be  a 
wise  discretion,  the  voters  decided  to  repair 
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it  for  rental  purposes.  Thia  ia  aaid  to  be 
illegal.  It  would  be,  if  the  primary  object 
was  to  invest  money  in  a  building  to  rent. 
The  town  could  not  purchase  a  building  for 
rental  purposes  solely.  But  here  the  town 
already  owns  a  building  purchased  or  erect- 
ed for  its  proper  municipal  purposes.  It  no 
longer  has  use  for  it  for  municipal  purposes. 
Must  it  sacrifice  its  property,  or  may  it  not 
do  with  it  what  a  prudent  man  would  do 
with  such  a  building?  .  .  .  It  is  no  an- 
swer to  say  that  the  town  would  in  the 
long  run  be  as  well  off  to  give  away  its  old 
building.  The  question  was  one  for  the 
town  to  decide  for  itself,  and  its  decision 
made  in  good  faith  is  final."  In  that  case, 
in  repairing  an  old  town  building,  the  town 
fitted  up  and  rented  a  part  of  the  old  struc- 
ture for  an  opera  house. 

Kingman  v.  Brockton,  153  Mass.  255,  11 
L.R.A.  123,  26  N.  E.  998,  decides  that  it  is 
not  competent  for  a  city  to  appropriate  pub- 
lic money  for  the  erection  of  a  building  to 
be  used  in  part  by  a  certain' Grand  Army 
poet  during  its  existence  as  an  organization, 
since  that  is  not  a  public  purpose.  During 
the  course  of  the  opinion  the  court  said: 
"It  is  said  that,  if  a  city  has  a  public 
building  already  erected,  which  is  larger 
than  its  present  needs  for  municipal  pur- 
poses require,  it  may  allow  portions  of  such 
building  to  be  used  for  other  purposes  for 
the  time  being,  either  for  a  stipulated  rent 
or  price,  or  gratuitously;  and,  further,  that 
in  erecting  a  public  building  a  city  need 
not  limit  the  size  of  it  to  actual  existing 
needs,  but  may  make  a  reasonable  provision 
for  probable  future  wants.  All  this,  within 
proper  limits,  is  true.  Spaulding  v.  Lowell, 
23  Pick.  71;  French  v.  Quincy,  3  Allen,  9; 
Worden  v.  New  Bedford,  131  Mass.  23,  41 
Am.  Rep.  185.  But  there  may  be  some 
danger  of  extending  thia  doctrine  too  far. 
Should  a  question  arise  whether  a  contem- 
plated building  exceeded  what  was  allow- 
able with  reference  to  legitimate  prospective 
needs,  such  a  question  would  have  to  be 
determined  upon  its  own  merits;  and  the 
good  faith  of  the  transaction,  and  the  sound- 
ness of  the  judgment  shown,  in  providing 
for  future  wants,  might  have  to  be  con- 
sidered. No  such  question  has  arisen  here- 
tofore, or  arises  now.  In  the  present  case 
it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  building  with  the 
express  purpose  of  devoting  a  portion  of 
it  to  the  use  of  the  G.  A.  R.  post,  not  tem- 
porarily, but  as  long  as  that  organization 
may  exist.  .  .  .  Without  now  consider- 
ing whether  in  any  respect  this  statute  goes 
too  far  or  is  liable  to  abuse,  it  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  it  refers  only  to  existing  public 
bnildinga,  and  by  no  means  authorizes  the 
erection  of  a  building  to  be  let  to  a  Grand 
Army  post  at  a  nominal  rent.  In  addition 
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to  Mead  r.  Acton,  139  Mass.  341,  1  N.  E. 
413,  and  cases  there  cited,  the  following, 
among  others,  may  also  be  referred  to  as 
tending  to  support  the  views  above  ex- 
pressed, in  respect  to  the  proper  limits  of 
the  right  of  taxation.  Jenkins  v.  Andover, 
103  Mass.  94." 

In  White  v.  Stamford,  37  Conn.  586,  it 
is  said:  "We  do  not  doubt  the  power  of 
towns  to  build  townhalls  for  their  public 
meetings,  and,  if  the  building  is  solely  for 
the  purposes  of  a  hall,  the  town,  within  rea- 
sonable limits,  must  judge  for  itself  of  the 
size  and  style  of  the  structure.  But  it  is 
obvious  that  the  building  complained  of  is 
not  a  mere  townhall.  It  indeed  contains  a 
hall  in  its  third  story,  but  the  other  sto- 
ries are  to  a  considerable  extent  to  be  rented, 
in  the  expectation,  no  doubt,  that  the  rents 
will  ultimately  pay  wholly  or  in  part  the 
expenses  of  the  entire  structure.  Something 
of  the  same  kind  on  a  small  scale  has  some- 
times been  done  without  objection  in  the 
towns  and  cities  of  the  state.  It  is  some- 
times incidental  to  a  public  building  that 
portions  of  it  are  not  needed  for  public  pur- 
poses, and  these  are  fitted  up  and  rented, 
and  the  rents  applied  toward  paying  the 
expenses  of  the  building.  But  in  the  present 
instance  the  rents  are  more  than  incidental. 
The  enterprise  evidently  involves  extensive 
arrangements  for  renting,  and  the  selectmen 
of  the  town,  or  a  committee  for  managing 
the  premises,  will  have  the  control  of  im- 
portant interests  which  seem  to  be  rather 
private  than  public  in  their  character  and 
nature.  A  town  is  a  public  corporation, 
not  adapted  to  carry  on  trade  and  rent 
property.  Its  citizens  are  members  of  the 
corporation  not  by  choice,  but  by  compul- 
sion of  law,  and  ought  not  to  be  forced 
into  a  partnership  in  carrying  on  business 
for  gain.  The  impolicy  of  intrusting  to 
town  agents  the  management  of  private 
business  is  very  obvious;  and  we  think  the 
legislature  has  not,  by  any  general  law,  con- 
ferred authority  upon  towns  to  erect  build- 
ings for  rent,  and  also  are  of  opinion  that 
the  resolution  of  1868  cannot  be  construed 
as  giving  authority  to  the  town  to  erect 
such  a  structure  as  is  being  built."  These 
authorities  seem  to  announce  the  law,  as  it 
is  generally  applied,  in  this  country. 

Going  now  to  the  exact  questions  present- 
ed, it  will  be  observed  that,  while  plaintiff 
concedes  that  the  town  had  power  to  buy 
the  lots,  it  could  not  pay  for  the  same  out 
of  the  general  funds  of  the  city,  and  could 
not  buy  without  submitting  the  contracts  to 
the  electors,  as  provided  in  §§  741j-741m 
of  the  Code  Supplement  of  1907,  being  a 
reprint  of  chapter  28  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Thirtieth  General  Assembly.  The  council 
evidently  began  its  efforts  to  procure  the 
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lots  and  build  the  building  under  this  law; 
but  it  afterwards  abandoned  the  same,  and 
purchased  the  property  and  paid  for  it  out 
of  the  general  funds.  Aside  from  this  stat- 
ute, the  town  had  power  to  acquire  and  hold 
real  and  personal  property.  Code,  $  695. 
To  purchase  the  necessary  ground  and  con- 
struct buildings  for  a  fire  department  and 
fire  company.  Code,  §  716.  To  erect  a  city 
jail.  Code,  §  735.  To  purchase  and  pay  for, 
out  of  the  general  funds,  any  lands  for  the 
various  purposes,  naming  them,  and  includ- 
ing the  purposes  above  named,  and  in  all 
other  cases  where  such  purchase  is  or  may 
hereafter  be  authorized.  Code,  §  880.  Here 
is  express  authority  to  purchase  real  estate 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  building  for 
the  fire  department  or  fire  company,  and 
to  pay  for  the  same  out  of  the  general 
funds.  Chapter  28  of  the  Acts  of  the  Thir- 
tieth General  Assembly  does  not  repeal 
these  sections,  unless  by  implication,  and, 
as  such  repeals  are  not  favored,  we  must 
hold  that  the  latter  act  of  the  legislature 
has  reference  to  cases  where  the  town  has 
not  in  its  general  funds  enough  to  pay  for 
the  grounds,  and  is  compelled  to  issue  its 
bonds  or  warrants  therefor,  to  be  paid  at  a 
future  date.  A  sinking  fund  tax  is  raised, 
to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  a  public  loan  or  obli- 
gation. Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  York  County, 
10  Neb.  612,  7  N.  W.  270;  Bank  for  Savings 
V.  Grace,  102  N.  Y.  313,  7  N.  E.  162;  Brooke 
V.  Philadelphia,  162  Pa.  123,  24  L.R.A.  781, 
29  Atl.  387.  This  construction  harmonizes 
the  entire  law,  and  was  manifestly  the  one 
intended  by  the  legislature.  It  also  finds 
support  in  Re  Cedar  Rapids,  85  Iowa,  39, 
51  N.  W.  1142;  Diver  v.  Keokuk  Sav.  Bank, 
126  Iowa,  691,  102  N.  W.  542,  3  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  669.  Entertaining  no  doubt  of 
the  power  of  the  town  to  purchase  and  pay 
for  the  lot  in  question  out  of  its  general 
fund,  the  decree  in  the  first  case  must  be 
a£Srmed. 

2.  The  second  case  presents  two  ques- 
tions: The  first  being  the  sufficiency  of  the 
ballot;  and  the  second,  the  nature  of  the 
building  which  the  town  proposed  to  erect. 
Two  contracts  were  presented  to  the  voters 
for  approval;  but  the  elector,  by  the  form 
of  ballot  used,  had  to  vote  for  or  against 
both  contracts.  He  could  not  vote  for  one 
and  against  the  other,  save  as  he,  by  reason 
of  his  objection  to  one,  should  vote  against 
both.  Did  this  invalidate  the  election? 
Because  but  6ne  object  was  sought,  viz.,  the 
building  of  a  townhall,  the  question,  under 
the  rule  announced  in  Rock  v.  Rinehart,  88 
Iowa,  37,  55  N.  W.  21,  must  be  answered 
in  the  negative.  If  the  voter  did  not  wish 
to  have  the  townhall  erected,  he  would  vote 
in  the  negative.  If  he  thought  that  one  of 
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the  contracts  was  bad,  he  woald  also  vote 
no,  and,  as  said  in  Rock's  Case:  "A  careful 
reading  of  the  ballot  under  consideration,  in 
the  light  of  facts  connected  with  the  elec- 
tion, shows  marked  distinctions  between 
this  and  the  cases  cited.  There  is  but  one 
object, — the  erection  of  a  courthouse, — while 
in  those  cases  there  were  two  or  more. 
Following  Gray  v.  Mount,  supra  [45  Iowa, 
591],  we  must  say  that,  there  being  but  one 
object,  there  was  but  one  proposition." 

Moreover,  §  741m  of  the  Code  Supplement 
of  1907  gives  the  form  of  the  ballot  as  fol- 
lows: "Proposition  to  be  submitted  at  said 
election,  and  the  form  of  ballot,  shall  be: 
Shall  the  contract  or  contracts  approved  by 
the  city  or  town  council,  in  relation  to  the 
purchase  of  buildings  or  grounds  or  erection 
of  buildings,  be  adopted!  The  proposition 
shall  be  printed  and  placed  on  the  ballots, 
and  the  voter  shall  designate  his  choice,  and 
the  election  shall  be  conducted  in  the  man- 
ner provided  in  the  chapter  on  elections." 
Code  Supp.  1907,  S  741m.  Having  followed 
the  language  of  the  statute,  the  ballot 
should  be  approved. 

We  are  abidingly  satisfied  that  the  build- 
ing,  as  planned,  is  not  such  a  one  as  the 
town  had  authority  to  build.  It  is  in  fact 
an  opera  house,  with  all  the  necessary 
equipment  for  such  a  building.  The  town 
oflices  and  the  place  for  the  fire  department 
were  mere  incidents  to  the  building.  How- 
ever desirable  it  may  be  for  rural  towns  to 
have  a  large  assembly  hall  or  opera  house,  it 
it  not  within  the  power  of  the  town  council 
to  build  it.  The  officials  are  not  ordinarily 
selected  to  manage  theaters  or  opera  houses, 
and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  when  so  man- 
aged the  town  becomes  responsible  for  their 
care  and  safety,  and  is  liable  to  anyone 
injured  by  or  through  the  neglect  of  any  ot 
the  officials  or  employees  of  the  city,  it  is 
a  burden  which  should  not  be  assumed. 
Thei;e  was  no  need  for  such  a  building  for 
municipal  purposes,  and  it  is  but  a  thin 
disguise  to  cover  a  purpose  not  authorized 
by  law.  The  burdens  of  taxation  are  heavy 
enough  without  entering  upon  any  such 
hazardous  enterprises  as  are  here  proposed. 
Our  form  of  city  government  is  representa- 
tive in  character,  and  is  in  no  sense  like  . 
the  New  England  town  meeting.  Where 
that  system  of  government  obtains,  a  large 
assembly  hall  is  no  doubt  necessary;  but 
there  is  no  occasion  for  one  where  all  our 
elections  are  by  ballot.  The  room  provided 
in  this  building  was  large  enough  for  a 
county  courthouse,  and  we  find  nothing  in 
the  statutes  which  will  justify  such  a  build- 
ing. Moreover,  we  are  satisfied  that  the 
real  intent  was  to  avoid  the  statutes  to 
which  we  have  referred,  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  prevent  any  such  evasions. 
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It  fol]ow8  that  the  relief  asked  in  the 
second  case  should  have  been  granted.  The 
decree  in  that  case  will  therefore  b«  re- 
versed, and  the  cause  remanded  for  a  decree 
in  harmony  with  this  opinion.  Each  party 
will  pay  one  half  the  costs  of  the  appeal. 

First  case  affirmed,  and  second  case  re- 
versed and  remanded. 


UNITED    STATES    CIRCUIT     COURT 
OF  APPEAIiS,  EIGHTH  CIRCUIT. 

RE    FISH     BROTHERS    WAGON    COM- 
PANY. 

(90  C.  C.  A.  427,  164  Fed.  553.) 

Bankrurtcy  —  assignment   Uen  —  con- 
tinuance. 

A  lien  acquired  uuJer  the  state  law  by 
an  assignee  for  creditors,  upon  property 
which  had  been  conditionally  sold  to  the 
assignor  by  an  instrument  not  filed  with  the 
register  of  deeds  as  required  by  statute, 
may,  upon  order  of  the  court  of  bank- 
ruptcy, be  retained  by  the  trustee  for  the 
benefit  of  the  creditors,  upon  his  succeeding 
the  assignee  by  the  institution  of  bank- 
ruptcy proceedings  against  the  assignor,  in 
view  of  that  provision  of  the  bankruptcy 
law  which  provides  that  claims  which,  for 
want  of  record,  are  not  valid  liens  as 
against  the  claims  of  creditors  of  the  bank- 
rupt, shall  not  be  liens  against  his  estate. 

(October  23,  1908.) 

PETITION  by  claimant  to  revise  an  or- 
der of  the  District  Court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  the  District  of  Kansas  deny- 
ing its  claim  to  possession  of  certain  prop- 
erty which  it  bad  conditionally  sold  to  R.  P. 
Roark  et  al.,  bankrupts.  Denied. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Argued  before  Sanborn  and  Hook,  Circuit 
Judges,  and  Philips,  District  Judge. 


Messrs.  Samnel  Feller,  Edvvin  A. 
Kranthoff,  Arthur  Miller,  and  Karnes, 
New,  ft  Kranthoff  for  petitioner. 

Messrs.  George  W.  Freerks,  M.  O. 
Freerks,  and  E.  R.  Bane  for  respondent 
trustee. 

Hook,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the  opin- 
ion of  the  court: 

This  is  a  proceeding  to  revise,  in  matter 
of  law,  an  order  of  a  court  of  bankruptcy 
denying  the  petition  of  the  Fish  Brothers 
Wagon  Company  for  the  possession  of  cer- 
tain personal  property.  The  wagon  com- 
pany sold  and  delivered  some  of  its  manu- 
factured products  to  R.  P.  Roark  &  Com- 
pany, a  partnership  at  Scott  City,  Kansas, 
under  a  written  contract  which  manifestly 
is  a-  contract  of  conditional  sale,  and  not 
one  of  bailment,  as  contended.  There  was  no 
deposit  of  the  contract  or  copy  thereof  with 
the  register  of  deeds  of  the  county  in  which 
the  property  was  kept,  and  therefore,  under 
a  Kansas  statute  (Gen.  Stat.  1906,  §  4523), 
the  contract  was  "void  as  against  innocent 
purchasers  or  the  creditors"  of  the  vendees. 
In  this  situation  the  vendees,  Roark  &  Com- 
pany, made  a  general  assignment  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors,  as  authorized  by  the 
state  law,  and  a  few  days  later  they  were 
adjudged  bankrupts  in  an  involuntary  pro- 
ceeding. A  trustee  in  bankruptcy  was 
thereafter  duly  selected.  The  wagon  com- 
pany, claiming  under  the  contract,  petitioned 
the  referee  in  bankruptcy  for  the  posses- 
sion of  the  goods,  and  the  trustee  asked 
that  what  he  termed  the  lien  of  the  assignee 
under  the  general  assignment  be  kept 
alive  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  in  the 
bankruptcy  proceeding.  The  referee  denied 
the  petition  of  the  wagon  company,  and  sus- 
tained that  of  the  trustee.  The  order  of  the 
referee  was  afiirmed  by  the  district  court. 

Were  it  not  for  the  intervention  of  the 


Sote.  —  Voea  trustee  in  bankruptcy  who 
succeeds  an  assignee  for  creditors  ac- 
quire rights  or  interests  which  were 
available  to  the  assignee,  hut  did  not 
exist  in  the  assignor. 

There  are  numerous  cases  discussing  the 
general  question  of  the  rights  inter  tese  of 
the  trustee  in  bankruptcy  and  the  former 
assignee  for  creditors  of  the  bankrupt.  But 
a  careful  search  has  disclosed  only  one  other 
case  involving  the  precise  question  indi- 
cated in  the  foregoing  title. 

It  was  held  in  Re  H.  G.  Andrae  Co.  117 
Fed.  561,  that,  although,  under  a  statute 
providing  that  no  mortgage  of  personal 
property  should  be  valid  against  any  other 
person  than  the  parties  to  it  unless  filed  as 
required,  a  chattel  mortgage  might  be  void 
only  as  to  claims  arising  between  the  dates 
of  execution  and  filing,  it  did  not  become 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


a  lien  on  the  mortgagor's  estate  as  againit 
his  trustee  in  involuntary  bankruptcy  pro- 
ceedings instituted  after  the  instrument  was 
filed,  where,  by  reason  of  the  mortgagor's 
assignment  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  be- 
fore the  filing  of  the  mortgage,  the  rights 
of  the  creditors  became  fixed,  and  not  sub- 
ject to  devestment  by  the  registration  of 
the  mortgage.  In  reaching  this  conclusion 
,the  court  applied  the  same  provision  of  the 
bankruptcy  act  applied  in  Re  Fish  Bbos. 
Wagon  Co.,  which  provides  that  claims 
which,  for  want  of  record  or  for  other  rea- 
son, would  not  have  been  valid  liens  as 
against  the  claims  of  creditors  of  the  bank- 
rupt, shall  not  be  liens  against  the  estate. 
On  the  general  question  of  the  relation 
of  the  bankrupt  law  to  assignments  and  in- 
solvent proceedings  under  state  laws,  see 
the  note  appended  to  State  ex  rel.  Strohl  v. 
Superior  Ct  45  L.R.A.  177. 
28 
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fissignment  between  the  making  of  the  con- 
tract of  conditional  sale  and  the  bankruptcy 
proceeding,  the  right  of  the  wagon  company 
would  be  clear.  Under  the  Kansas  statute 
the  failure  to  deposit  the  contract  or  copy 
with  the  register  of  deeds  did  not  make  the 
instrument  invalid  as  between  the  parties 
to  it,  but  only  so  as  to  innocent  purchasers 
and  creditors  of  the  vendees.  The  term 
"creditors"  means  those  having  some  spoeiflc 
lien  upon  or  right  to  the  property  involved, 
and  not  mere  general  creditors.  This  was 
held  to  be  so  in  a  case  involving  the  Kansas 
statute  requiring  the  filing  of  chattel  mort- 
gages (Youngberg  v.  Walsh,  72  Kan.  220, 
83  Pac.  972 ) ;  and  as  the  language  of  that 
statute  and  of  the  one  relating  to  contracts 
of  conditional  sale  is  similar,  and  their  pur- 
pose is  the  same,  the  same  construction 
should  be  adopted.  It  is  well  settled  that 
a  trustee  in  bankruptcy  is  not  an  innocent 
purchaser  or  a  lien  creditor,  but  that,  gener- 
ally speaking,  he  takes  only  such  rights  as 
the  bankrupt  himself  had.  York  Mfg.  Co. 
v.  Cassell,  201  U.  8.  344,  60  L.  ed.  782,  20 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  481.  Attention  therefore  turns 
to  the  effect  of  the  general  assignment  and 
the  provisions  of  §  67  of  the  bankruptcy  act 
(Act  July  1,  1898,  chap.  641,  30  Stat,  at  L. 
664,  565  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p.  3449 )  ; 
and  the  inquiry  is  whether  the  trustee  is 
in  a  better  position  than  be  would  have  been 
without  them. 

The  general  doctrine  is  that  an  assignee  in 
a  general  assignment  under  a  state  statute  is 
neither  an  innocent  purchaser  nor  a  creditor 
having  a  lien  on  the  assigned  property,  but 
that,  like  a  trustee  in  bankruptcy,  he  stands 
in  the  shoes  of  his  insolvent,  and  is  pos- 
sessed of  no  greater  right.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, to  be  otherwise  in  Kansas.  In  With- 
row  v.  Citizens'  Bank,  56  Kan.  378,  40  Pac. 
639,  it  was  held  that  an  assignee  is  not 
merely  the  representative  of  the  debtor,  but 
is  also  a  trustee  for  the  creditors,  in  whom 
title  is  vested  by  the  deed  of  assignment,  and 
that  an  unfiled  chattel  mortgage  is  void  as 
against  the  right  so  secured  by  him.  The  ef- 
fect of  the  assignment  in  question  here  is  to 
be  determined  by  the  Kansas  law  (First 
Nat.  Bank  v.  Staake,  202  U.  S.  141,  50  L. 
ed.  967,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  680),  and  it  is  the 
same  upon  an  unfiled  contract  of  condition- 
al sale  as  upon  an  unfiled  cfcattel  mortgage. 
So,  had  no  bankruptcy  proceeding  been  in-" 
stituted,  the  assignee  would  have  prevailed 
over  the  wagon  company  in  a  contest  for  the 
possession  of  the  property.  Ib  the  right  of 
the  assignee  available  to  the  trustee,  or 
was  it  wholly  destroyed  by  the  bankruptcy 
proceeding? 

The  trustee  relies  upon  subdivisions  "a," 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


"c,"  and  "f"  of  §  67  of  the  bankruptcy  set. 
The  last  of  these  authorizes  the  presenri- 
tion,  for  the  benefit  of  the  bankrupt  estate, 
of  liens  obtained  through  legal  proceedings 
against  the  insolvent  debtor  within  four 
months  prior  to  the  filing  of  a  petition  in 
bankruptcy  against  him,  and  subdivision  "c" 
provides  for  the  subrogation,  under  eertaia 
conditions,  of  the  trustee  to  the  rights  of 
one  who  acquires  a  lien  by  a  suit  or  pro- 
ceeding at  law  or  in  equity  b^un  against 
the  debtor  within  the  four  months'  period. 
There  is  difficulty  in  the  application  of  these 
provisions  to  the  case  at  bar.  Although  the 
right  of  the  assignee  under  the  assignment 
might  be  called  a  "lien"  in  the  sense  that 
it  is  a  right  to  resort  to  specific  property 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  debts  of  the  as- 
signor, and  is  therefore  a  charge  upon  such 
property,  and,  while  the  assignment  pro- 
ceeding considered  in  its  entirety  may  be 
termed  a  "legal  proceeding,"  because,  under 
the  Kansas  law,  it  is  conducted  in  a  court 
of  record,  yet  it  is  a  voluntary  proceeding, 
and  is  not,  as  contemplated  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bankruptcy  act  above  referred 
to,  a  proceeding  against  the  insolvent  debtor. 
Wc  think,  however,  that  §  67a  is  sufficient- 
ly comprehensive  to  cover  the  case.  It  pro- 
vides: "Claims  which,  for  want  of  record 
or  for  other  reasons,  would  not  have  been 
valid  liens  as  against  the  claims  of  the 
creditors  of  the  bankrupt,  shall  not  be  liens 
against  his  estate." 

At  the  time  of  the  institution  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy proceeding,  the  creditors,  through  the 
assignee  as  their  representative,  had  ob- 
tained by  the  general  assignment,  which  was 
entirely  valid  under  the  local  law,  a  right  to 
have  the  property  now  in  controversy  sub- 
jected to  the  payment  of  their  debts,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  claim  of  the  wagon  company 
under  its  unfiled  contract  of  conditional  sale. 
Because  the  assignment  was  superseded  by 
the  bankruptcy  proceeding,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  no  rights  whatever  could  grow  out 
of  it  True,  the  making  of  the  assignment 
was  an  act  of  bankruptcy;  but,  when  made, 
it  was  authorized  by  the  law  of  the  state, 
and  was  valid  until  done  away  with  by  a 
proceeding  that  took  precedence.  An  as- 
signment cannot  be  said  to  be  absolutely 
prohibited  by  the  bankruptcy  act,  irrespec- 
tive of  the  institution  of  a  bankruptcy  pro- 
ceeding. Randolph  v.  Scruggs,  190  V.  S.  533, 
537,  47  L.  ed.  1165,  1170,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
710.  Though  the  title  of  a  trustee  in  baak- 
ruptcy  to  the  property  he  takes  is  not  by 
way  of  succession  to  that  of  an  assigtiee  un- 
der an  assignment  that  is  superseded,  yet  in 
such  cases  many  things  done  by  the  latter 
for  the  benefit  of  the  estate  may  be  retained 
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ind  enjoyed  by  the  former.  As  already  ob- 
served, the  assignee,  as  the  representative  of 
•U  the  creditors,  had  secured  a  specific  right 
in  the  property  in  controversy  by  a  deed  of 
assignment  valid  under  the  Kansas  law ;  and 
if  this  right,  beneficial,  as  it  is,  to  the  bank- 
rupt estate,  is  to  be  stricken  down,  it  must 
be  because  the  assignment  was  wholly  in- 
valid for  every  purpose,  and  the  invalidity 
related  back  to  the  date  of  the  deed.  That 
might  be  so  in  case  of  actual  fraud,  but 
there  was  no  such  element  in  the  particular 
transaction.  In  Randolph  v.  Scruggs,  supra, 
the  court,  in  considering  the  effect  of  a  gen- 
eral assignment  honestly  made,  rejected  the 
doctrine  of  constructive  fraud.  The  court 
(aid:  "It  had  no  general  fraudulent  in- 
tent. It  was  voidable  only  in  case  bankrupt- 
cy proceedings  should  be  begun.  At  the  time 
when  it  was  made  the  institution  of  such 
proceedings  was  uncertain.  It  seems  to  us 
it  would  be  a  hard  and  subtle  construction 
to  say,  as  seems  to  have  been  thought  in 
Bartlett  v.  Bramhall,  3  Gray,  257,  260,  that 
when  they  were  instituted  they  not  only 
avoided  the  assignment,  but  made  it  illegal 
by  relation  back  to  its  date,  when,  if  they 
had  not  been  started,  it  would  have  re- 
mained perfectly  good." 

Again:  "But  the  assignee  is  acting  law- 
fully in  what  he  does  before  proceedings  in 
bankruptcy  are  b^un,  and,  although  it  may 
be  assumed  that  the  avoidance  of  the  as- 
signment relates  back  to  the  date  of  the 
deed,  still,  so  far  as  his  services,  or  services 
procured  by  him,  tend  to  the  preservation  or 
benefit  of  the  estate,  the  mere  fiction  of  re- 
lation is  not  enough  to  forbid  an  allowance 
for  them." 

See  also  the  opinion  of  this  court  in  Sum- 
mers v.  Abbott,  58  C.  C.  A.  352,  122  Fed. 
36. 

We  think  that  a  title  or  lien  acquired  by 
an  assignee  under  a  general  assignment  valid 
according  to  the  law  of  the  state  where  it 
is  made,  that  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  es- 
tate when  it  has  passed  into  bankruptcy,  is 
not  necessarily  destroyed  by  the  supersession 
of  the  assignment  proceeding,  but  that,  upon 
the  order  of  the  court  of  bankruptcy,  it  may 
be  retained  by  the  trustee  for  the  benefit  of 
the  creditors.  This  conclusion  is  in  har- 
mony with  the  object  sought  by  express  pro- 
visions of  the  bankruptcy  act  for  the  preser- 
vation of  liens  obtained  in  judicial  proceed- 
ings against  the  debtor,  and  it  is  a  fair  cor- 
ollary of  the  settled  rule  allowing  the  as- 
signee compensation  for  acts  that  are  bene- 
ficial to  the  estate  which  afterward  passes 
to  the  trustee. 

The  petition  is  denied. 
26  ULA.(NJ3.) 


MICHIGAN  SUPREME  COtTRT. 

PAUL  ZOLTOVSKI,  by  Ne.\t  Friend,  Plff, 

in  Error., 

v. 

FRANCIS  GZELLA. 

(159  Mich.  620,  124  N.  W.  527.) 

Automobile  —  negligence  —  violation  ot 
ordinance. 

1.  Running  an  automobile  on  the  public 
streets  at  night  without  lights,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  statutory  requirements,  is  evi- 
dence of  negligence. 

Negligence  —  boy  playing  in   street. 

2.  A  thirteen-year-old  boy  at  play  in  the 
street  is  guilty  of  negligence  in  becoming 
so  engrossed  in  his  play  that  he  attempts 
to  run  across  the  street  directly  in  front  of 
an  approaching  automobile,  without  tak- 
ing any  precaution  to  see  if  such  a  machine 
•r  other  vehicle  is  approaching. 

(February  3,  1910.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Wayne 
County  to  review  a  judgment  in  defend- 
ant's favor  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  personal  injuries  alleged  to 
have  been  caused  by  defendant's  negligence. 
AfiSrmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 


Note.— Negligence  of  child  in  running 
in  front  of  automohile. 

It  is  for  the  jury  to  determine  whether 
it  was  contributory  negligence  for  a  boy 
twelve  years  of  age  to  throw  a  ball,  and 
run  into  a  street  to  catch  it,  where  he  was 
struck  by  an  automobile  running  at  full 
speed  without  giving  warning,  and  as  it  ap- 
proached the  boy  it  suddenly  "twitched" 
and  hit  him.  Turner  v.  Hall,  74  N.  J.  L. 
214,  64  Atl.  1060. 

So,  where  a  boy  eleven  years  of  age,  with- 
out looking  either  way,  started  to  run 
across  a  street,  and  was  struck  by  an  auto- 
mobile running  upon  the  wrong  side  of  the 
street,  at  an  excessive  speed,  although  it  was 
76  feet  distant  when  he  started,  and  other 
boys  with  whom  he  was  playing  shouted 
"lookout,"  it  was  for  the  jury  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  child  exercised  such  care 
as  could  be  reasonably  expected  from  one 
of  his  age,  judgment,  and  experience.  Lynch 
V.  Shearer  (Conn.)  75  Atl.  88. 

The  trial  Qpurt,  in  a  charge  to  the  jury 
in  Thies  v.  Thomas,  77  N.  Y.  Supp.  278 
(which  was  an  action  to  recover  damages 
for  the  death  of  a  boy  between  six  and  seven 
years  of  age  who  was  run  over  by  defend- 
ant's automobile),  stated,  among  other 
things,  that,  if  the  automobile  came  upon 
him  under  circumstances  calculated  to  pro- 
duce fright  or  terror,  and  which  was  there- 
by produced,  and  caused  an  error  of  judg- 
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Messrs.  Sloman  &  Sloinan,  for  plaintiff 
iu  error: 

If  it  were  undisputed  tliat  plaintiff  had 
not  looked  in  the  direction  in  which  the 
!  automobile  was  approaching,  there  is  still 
a  question  for  the  jury  to  say  whether  plain- 
tiff failed  to  use  due  care  in  not  loolcing 
in  that  direction. 

Graham  v.  Evening  Press  Co.  135  Mich. 
298,  97  N.  W.  697. 

There  is  no  imperative  rule  to  require  a 
pedestrian  when  lawfully  using  the  public 
ways,  continually  to  be  looking  or  listening 
to  ascertain  if  auto  cars  are  approaching, 
under  the  penalty  mat,  upon  failing  so  to 
do,  if  he  is  injured,  his  own  negligence 
must  be  presumed. 

Gerhard  v.  Ford  Motor  Co.  1 55  Mich.  618, 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  232,  119  N.  W.  904;  Rob- 
bins  V.  Springfield  Street  R.  Co.  165  Mass. 
30,  42  N.  E.   334. 

Messrs.  Brennan,  Donnelly,  &  Van  De 
Mark,  for  defendant  in  error: 

The  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  in  not  look- 
ing was  the  sole  cause  of  the  accident. 

Henderson  v.  Detroit  Citizens'  Street  R. 
Co.  116  Mich.  368,  74  N.  W.  525. 

Hooker,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  plaintiff  is  a  boy  thirteen  years  old. 
He  was  playing  tag  in  a  public  street,  and, 
having,  tagged  a  companion,  started  to  run 
across  the  street  pursued  by  the  older  boy. 
As  he  crossed,  he  ran  into  or  was  struck  by 


an  automobile  driven  by  the  defendant. 
There  was  testimony  tending  to  show  that 
the  car  struck  him.  If  so,  it  is  clearly  de- 
monstrable that  he  ran  directly  in  front  of 
the  car,  and  was  struck,  while  his  compan- 
ion saw  the  car,  and  stopped  l>efore  getting 
in  the  way  of  danger.  The  accident  hap- 
pened about  30  feet  from  the  intersection  of 
two  streets,  at  a  place  well  lighted  by  an  arc 
and  other  lights.  There  is  evidence  tending 
to  show  that  there  were  no  lights  on  the 
machine.  After  the  boy  was  struck,  the  ma- 
chine ran  but  little  more  than  its  length. 
Only  one  witness,  a  woman,  testified  to  the 
speed  of  the  machine.  She  said  it  ran  "a 
good  deal  faster  than  a  horse  trots.  It  went 
pretty  fast."  The  negligence  claimed  is  ( 1 ) 
excessive  speed;  (2)  absence  of  lights  on  the 
car.  The  learned  circuit  judge  held  that  the 
testimony  would  not  justify  the  finding  of 
excessive  speed,  either  as  exceeding  the  stat- 
utory limit  or  as  unreasonable,  and  that  the 
absence  of  lights  on  the  machine  did  not 
contribute  to  the  injury,  because  the  boy 
did  not  look  toward  the  automobile.  He 
also  found  that  the  plaintiff  was  guilty  of 
contributory  negligence,  in  that  he  ran  im-  ' 
mediately  in  front  of  the  machine,  and  he 
directed  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  and 
plaintiff  has  appealed. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  excessive 
speed  was  not  proved;  i.  «.,  that  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  statutory  limit  was  exceed- 
ed, nor  is  there  testimony  which  shows  an 
unreasonable   speed.     We   think,    however. 


ment  by  which  the  boy  ran  in  front  of  the 
vehicle,  it  was  not  contributory  negligence; 
although,  if  he  possessed  suificlent  discre- 
tion and  ability,  so  that  he  could  be  left 
alone  in  a  street  with  a  reasonable  degree 
of  safety,  he  was  bound  to  exercise  that  de- 
gree of  care  which  could  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected of  one  of  his  age  and  condition,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  and  a  failure  to 
do  so  would  be  contributory  negligence. 

Where  a  child  nine  years  old  was  not  per- 
mitted to  testify  upon  the  trial  because  he 
did  not  possess  sufficient  intelligence  to  un- 
derstand the  nature  of  an  oath,  he  was  not 
bound  to  exercise  the  same  degree  of  care 
as  a  mature  person;  and  the  question 
whether  he  exercised  the  care  to  be  ex- 
pected of  one  of  his  years,  in  order  to  avoid 
being  struck  by  an  approaching  automobile, 
jg  for  the  jury.  Gross  v.  Foster,  134  App. 
Div.  243,  118  N.  Y.  Supp.  889. 

But  it  was  held  in  Verdon  v.  Crescent 
Automobile  Co.  (N.  J.  L.)  76  Atl.  340, 
that  a  boy  seven  years  old,  of  ordinary  in- 
telligence sufficient  to  permit  him  to  be 
sworn  and  testify  regarding  occurrences  re- 
sulting in  his  injury,  is  not  exempted  from 
exercising  ordinary  care  in  approaching  a 
known  danger,  and  he  cannot  recover  if  it 
appears  that  he  was  sui  juris,  and  that  he 
was  the  heedless  instrument  of  his  own  in- 
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juries,  incurred  by  running  from  the  west  to 
the  east  side  of  a  road  to  pick  up  a  ball 
where,  as  he  started  back  to  the  west  side 
of  the  road  he  saw  an  automobile  which 
was  about  75  feet  distant  and,  after  pro- 
ceeding about  15  feet  in  that  direction,  and 
after  the  driver  of  the  car  had  changed  its 
course  so  as  to  avoid  him,  he  suddenly 
turned  and  ran  toward  the  east  so  as  to 
bring  him  within  the  machine's  course,  the 
driver  of  which  turned  it  sharply  toward 
the  east,  notwithstanding  which  be  was  un- 
able to  avoid  striking  the  boy. 

But  in  Jordan  v.  American  Sight  Seeing 
Coach  Co.  129  App.  Div.  313,  113  N.  Y. 
Sup.  786,  it  was  held  contributory  negli- 
gence for  a  boy  twelve  years  of  age  to  run 
suddenly  into  a  street  in  the  middle- of  a 
block,  to  pick  up  a  ball  that  had  rolled 
therein,  who,  while-  so  doing,  was  struck 
and  killed  by  an  automobile  which  was 
operated  in  a  careful  manner. 

As  to  the  duty  of  a  pedestrian  in  a  street 
to  watch  for  automobiles,  see  the  case  note 
to  Gerhard  v.  Ford  Motor  Co.  20  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  232. 

As  to  the  duty  of  pedestrians,  including 
children,  when  crossing  or  traveling  upon  a 
public  street,  to  avoid  passing  teams,  see 
the  case  note  to  Horg  v.  Spokane  Toilet 
Supply  Co.  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  160. 
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that  proof  of  an  absence  ol  lights  on  the  c&r 
waa  testimony  tending  to  prove  negligence 
under  our  decisions,  in  view  of  the  statu- 
tory requirements.  The  evidence  indicates 
that  the  boy  was  careless  in  not  seeing  the 
car.  If,  as  the  learned  circuit  judge  said  in 
his  charge,  the  boy  testified  in  answer  to  a 
question  that  was  asked  him  that  he  did  not 
loolc,  but  was  intent  on  his  play,  it  would 
establish  his  contributory  negligence.  This 
proof  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  record,  but 
it  does  not  appear  that  all  of  the  testimony 
is  in  the  record,  and  we  must  take  the  state- 
ment of  the  circuit  judge  as  true.  But  aside 
from  that,  all  of  the  testimony  shows  that 
the  plaintiff  carelessly  ran  immediately  in 
front  of  the  machine.  The  boy  who  was 
chasing  said:  "I  did  not  see  the  automo- 
bile only  just  as  it  struck  Paul.  That  is 
all  I  can  say.  I  know  that  I  had  been  stand- 
ing on  the  side  of  the  street,  and  all  at  once 
Paul  tagged  me  and  scooted  across  the  street 
as  fast  as  he  could  because  I  was  after  him, 
and  I  intended  to  catch  him.  I  wanted  to 
make  him  'It.' " 

Q.  And  just  the  instant  he  got  out  in  the 
road,  the  automobile  was  there,  tool 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  stopped  instantly? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  didn't  run  3  feet? 

A.  Xo;  it  didn't  run  nothing  at  all.  As 
soon  as  it  run  over  him,  he  stopped. 

The  boy  and  the  machine  reached  the  same 
point  in  the  highway  at  the  same  instant. 
Neither  boy  saw  the  machine,  but  the  one 
behind  the  plaintiff  had  his  attention  called 
to  it  by  its  striking  the  plaintiff,  who  was 
just  far  enough  in  advance  of  him  to  get  hit. 

The  only  question  is  one  of  law.  Was  it 
contributory  negligence  in  a  thirteen-year- 
old  boy  to  become  so  engrossed  in  play  as  to 
mn  across  a  city  street,  and  immediately 
in  front  of  an  approaching  automobile,  with- 
out thought  to  look  to  see  whether  such  a 
machine  or  any  other  vehicle  was  approach- 
ing T  In  Henderson  v.  Detroit  Citizens'  Street 
R.  Co.  116  Mich.  368,  74  N.  W.  526,  an 
eight-year-old  boy  ran  into  the  front  end  of 
a  street  car.  In  that  case  his  view  was  more 
or  less  obstructed  by  a  coal  wagon  or  an- 
other ear  going  in  a  direction  opposite  to 
that  of  the  car  that  he  ran  into,  and  which 
wagon  or  car  he  ran  behind  in  his  approach 
to  Uie  track.  Mr.  Justice  Montgomery  said: 
"It  was  but  common  prudence  in  crossing 
such  a  thoroughfare  to  look,  not  only  for 
the  car,  but  for  any  vehicle  which  might  be 
coming.  Injury  would  have  occurred  from 
collision  with  an  ordinary  wagon  just  as 
surely  as  from  running  into  this  car,  and, 
from  the  testimony  of  the  lad  himself,  he 
had  intelligence  enough  at  the  time  to  know 
26  LJLA.(N.S.) 


this.  Why,  then,  should  it  be  left  for  the 
jury  to  say  that  he  had  not?"  See  also 
Ecliff  V.  Wabash,  St.  L.  &  P.  R.  Co.  64  Mich. 
203,  31  N.  W.  180. 

While  the  injury  to  this  child  necessarily 
arouses  the  sympathy  of  all  observers,  it 
does  not  warrant  the  imposition  of  damages 
upoii  one  who  is  not  shown  to  have  been 
blamable  in  the  premises.  A  verdict  in  this 
case  would  be,  as  the  judge  well  said,  a  be- 
stowal by  the  jury  of  "charity  from  another 
man's  pocket." 

The  judgment  is  affirmed. 


MINNESOTA  SUPREME  COimT. 

GRINNELL-COLLINS   COMPANY,   Respt.. 

v. 

CHICAGO,    MILWAUKEE,    &    ST.    PAUL 

RAILWAY  COMPANY. 


ILLINOIS    CENTRAL    RAILWAY    COM- 
PANY, Impleaded,  etc.,  Appt. 

(—  Minn.  — ,  124  N.  W.  377.) 

Carrier  —  injury  to  consignment  -^ 
rights  of  commlsEilon  merchant  con- 
signee. 

1.  Where  property  is  consigned  to  a  com- 
mission merchant  for  sale,  without  any  pre- 
vious  contract  or  any  advances  made  to  the 
shipper,  the  consignee  acquires  no  general 
or  special  ownership  in  the  property  before 
its  delivery  to  him,  and  cannot  maintain  nn 
action  to  recover  for  damages  to  the  prop- 
erty in  transit. 

Same  —  real  party  In  interest. 

2.  Chapter  466,  p.  715,  Gen.  Laws  1007, 
does  not  change  the  rule  that  an  action 
may  be  prosecuted  only  by  a  real  party  in 
interest. 

(January  21,  1910.) 
Headnotes  by  O'Brien,  J. 


Note.  —  Btght  of  agent,  factor,  brole- 
er,  or  eommiasion  merchant  to 
whom  goods  are  consigned  for  sale, 
to  maintain  action  against  a  comm,on 
carrier  for  damage  to  of  loss  of  goods 
during  transit. 

Right  of  consignee — in  general. 

The  general  doctrine  has  been  stated  that 
a  consignee  of  goods  as  such  has  such  an 
interest  therein  as  will  entitle  him  to  main- 
tain an  action  against  a  common  carrier 
for  injuries  thereto  during  transit.  Texas* 
&  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Turner,  43  Te.\.  Civ.  App. 
608,  97  S.  W.  609;  Southern  Exp.  Co.  v. 
Armsteod,  60  Ala.  352;  Missouri  P.  R.  Co. 
V.  Peru-Van  Zandt  Implement  Co.  73  Kan. 
296,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1058,  117  Am.  St.  Rep. 
468,  85  Pac.  408,  87  Pac.  80,  9  A.  *  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  700;  and  see  exhaustive  note  to  Ram- 
sey &  G.  Mfg.  Co.  T.  Kelsea,  22  L.R.A.  416. 
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APPEAL  by  defendant  Illinois  Central 
R.  Company  from  an  order  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  for  Hennepin  County  granting  a 
new  trial  after  verdict  for  defendants  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  damages  for  inju- 
ries to  perishable  freight  while  in  defend- 
ants' possession  for  transportation,  alleged 
to  have  been  caused  by  negligent  delay  in 
forwarding.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Richard  &  Coe,  for  appellant: 

Ownership  determines  the  right  to  sue. 

4  Elliott,  Railroads,  2d  ed.  §  1692;  Hutch- 
inson, Carr.  3d  ed.  §§  1304-1320;  Jarrett 
V.  Great  Northern  R.  Co.  74  Minn.  479,  77  N. 
W.  304;  Dyer  v.  Greit  Nurthem  R.  Co.  61 
Minn.  347,  38  Am.  St.  Rep.  606,  63  N.  W. 
714;  Benjamin  v.  I.«vy,  39  Minn.  11,  38  N. 
W.  702:  Bank  of  Litchfield  v.  Elliott,  83 
Minn.  471,  86  N.  W.  464;  Kelsea  v.  Ramsey 
&  G.  Mfg.  Co.  66  N.  J.  L.  320,  22  L.R.A. 
429,  26  Atl.  907;  Tbomp.  Neg.  Revised  ed. 
§§  7420,  7422. 

A  commission  dealer  or  factor  to  whom 
the  goods  have  been  consigned  for  sale  has 
no  title  in  the  goods  themselves,  and  no 
Tight  to  maintain  action,  and  such  lien  as  he 


may  have  for  his  commission  or  for  advan- 
ces he  may  have  made  is  discharged  upon 
payment  thereof. 

12  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  676, 
§  6;  6  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  680;  7  Am. 
&  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  687;  Kebea  v.  Ramsey 
&  G.  Mfg.  Co.  supra. 

Mr.  Walter  Holslnger,  for  respondent: 

The  plaintiff  has  standing  in  a  court  of 
law  to  bring  the  action. 

6  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  610;  Boston  k  M. 
R.  Co.  v.  Warrior  Mower  Co.  76  Me.  261; 
Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Peru-Van  Zandt  Im- 
plement Co.  73  Kan.  295,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1068,  117  Am.  St.  Rep.  468,  85  Pac.  408,  87 
Pac.  80,  9  A.  &  E.  Ann.  CaS.  790;  Walter  v. 
Alabama  G.  S.  R.  Co.  142  Ala.  474,  39  So.  87; 
Southern  Exp.  Co.  v.  Armstead,  60  Ala.  360 ; 
United  States  Exp.  Co.  v.  Council,  84  111. 
App.  491 ;  Great  Western  R.  Co.  v.  McComas, 
33  111.  186;  Moran  v.  Portland  Steam  Pack- 
et Co.  35  Me.  55 ;  Murray  v.  Warner,  55  K. 
H.  546,  20  Am.  Rep.  227;  Mobile  &  G.  R. 
Co.  v.  Williams,  54  Ala.  168;  3  Hutchinson, 
Carr.  §  1305;  Ober  v.  Indianapolis  ft  St.  L. 
R.  Co.  13  Mo.  App.  81;  Adams  v.  Bissell, 
28  Barb.  382;  Kirkpatrick  v.  Kansas  City, 


In  Southern  Exp.  Co.  v.  Armstead,  supra, 
the  rule  was  stated  that  a  consignee  of 
goods  has  a  right  to  sue  for  their  loss  by  a 
carrier  during  transit,  notwithstanding  an- 
other party  may  be  the  owner  of  them;  and 
the  court  said  that  the  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  carrier  was  to  deliver  to  him, 
and  generally  the  property  vested  in  him  by 
the  mere  delivery  of  the  carrier,  and  that, 
although  the  absolute  or  general  owner  of 
personal  property  may  support  an  action 
for  injury  thereto,  if  he  has  the  right  of 
immediate  possession,  this  does  not  neces- 
sarily devest  the  right  of  a  consignee  to 
sue,  notwithstanding  he  has  never  had  the 
actual  possession. 

This  doctrine,  however,  has  been  denied, 
and  the  rule  has  been  asserted  that  a  mere 
consignee  having  no  interest  in  the  con- 
signed goods  cannot  maintain  an  action 
against  a  carrier  for  injury  thereto  during 
transit.  Ogden  v.  Coddington,  2  E.  D. 
Smith,  317;  Jones  v.  Sims,  6  Port.  (Ala.) 
138;  Coombs  v.  Bristol  &  E.  R.  Co.  3 
Hurlst.  &  N.  510. 

The  application  of  the  general  doctrine 
that  a  mere  consignee  may  sue  the  carrier 
for  injuries  to  the  consigned  goods  during 
transportation  sustains  the  right  of  a  fac- 
tor, broker,  or  agent  to  whom  the  consignee 
has  consigned  goods  for  sale,  to  sue  the  car- 
rier for  damages  thereto  during  transporta- 
tion. The  cases  denying  the  right  of  a 
jnere  consignee  to  sue  a  carrier,  however, 
would  not  be  authority  against  the  right 
of  a  consignee  to  sue  where  such  consignee 
was  an  agent,  factor,  or  broker  for  the  con- 
signor. The  foregoing  cases  on  the  ques- 
tion are  not  exhaustive  of  the  general  sub- 
ject and  have  been  referred  to  for  their  gen- 
26  L.U.A.(N.S.) 


eral  bearing  on  the  subject  under  consid- 
eration. It  is  intended,  in  general,  to  con- 
fine the  note  to  specific  ciises  considering 
the  right  of  a  factor,  broker,  or  agent  to 
sue  as  consignee. 

Where  consignee  is  agent,  factor,  or  broker 
for  consignor. 

The  general  doctrine  is  asserted  in  Mis- 
souri P.  R.  Co.  V.  Peru-Van  Zandt  Imple- 
ment Co.  supra,  that  an  agent,  broker, 
bailee,  or  other  person  having  rights  in 
property  being  transported  by  a  common 
carrier,  may  maintain  an  action  for  injuries 
thereto  during  transportation,  and  recover 
both  for  himself  and  the  general  owner. 
It  was  said  that,  where  the  title  to  the 
property  shipped  was  in  the  consignor,  and 
it  had  consigned  and  forwarded  same  to 
consignee  to  sell  for  a  specified  commission, 
and  account  to  it  for  such  property  at  a 
specified  price,  and  the  consignee  was  to 
pay  the  freight,  that  this  contract,  while  it 
did  not  change  the  title  in  the  consigned 
property,  gave  the  consignee  such  a  special 
property  therein  as  to  enable  him  to  main- 
tain an  action  in  his  own  name  against  the 
carrier  for  Injuries  thereto  in  shipment. 

And  although  the  title  to  the  property  is 
in  the  consignor,  yet  where  such  property  is 
consigned  and  forwarded  to  another  by  vir- 
tue of  a  contract  by  which  the  consignee  is 
to  sell  it  for  a  specified  commission,  and  is 
also  to  pay  the  freight,  he  has  such  a  spe- 
cial property  in  the  consigned  goods  as  will 
entitle  him  to  maintain  an  action  in  his 
name  against  a  carrier,  for  damages  re- 
sulting from  delay  by  the  carrier  in  trans- 
porting the  goods.    In  such  case  he  may  re- 
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St.  t  J.  C.  B.  R.  Co.  86  Mo.  341  j  Thomp. 
Neg.  §  7421. 

Chapter  466  of  the  Laws  of  1907  gives  to 
A  consignee  of  goods  the  right  to  maintain 
such  an  action. 

Baltimore  &  O.  S.  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Tripp,  176 
111.  251,  61  N.  E.  833;  Thigpen  v.  Mississippi 
C.  R.  Co.  32  MiM.  347;  Christie  v.  Life  In- 
demnity &  Invest.  Co.  82  Iowa,  360,  48  N.  W. 
84;  Adams  v.  New  York,  192  U.  S.  685,  48 
L.  ed.  675,  24  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  372;  Fong  Yue 
Ting  V.  United  States,  149  U.  8.  698,  37  L. 
«d.  805,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1016. 

O'Brien,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

A  car  load  of  strawberries  was  consigned 
at  Independence,  La.  to  the  plaintiff  in 
Minneapolis,  for  the  purpose  of  sale  and  dis- 
tribution on  commission,  for  the  consignor's 
account.  Alleging  that  the  fruit  was  deliv- 
ered in  good  condition  to  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railroad  Company,  the  initial  carrier, 
April  9,  1907,  and  because  of  defendant's 
negligence  arrived  in  a  decayed,  bruised, 
and  unmarketable  condition  at  Minneapolis, 
April  16,  1907,  the  plaintiff  commenced  this 


action  against  both  of  the  carriers  handling 
the  shipment. 

After  its  arrival  the  fruit  was  taken  by 
different  commission  firms  in  Minneapolis, 
each  of  which  disposed  of  the  portion  taken 
by  it,  and,  before  the  commencement  of  this 
action,  accounted    directly    to  the    shipper. 

Mr.  Metz,  the  secretary  of  the  plaintiff, 
testified: 

Q.  Supposing  there  was  a  loss  on  the  ship- 
ment of  these  berries,  was  that  loss  to  be 
borne  by  the  men  at  the  other  end  of  the 
line,  who  shipped  themT 

A'.  We  would  only  lose  the  difference  of 
commission,  whatever  the  commission  would 
be  in  the  increased  sale;  that  is  all. 

Q.  In  other  words,  Mr.  Metz,  the  plaintiff 
in  this  case,  Grinnell-Collins  Company,  was 
simply  the  broker  to  whom  these  berries 
were  shipped? 

A.  We  are  the  agents  of  these  people. 

Q.  You  charge  a  commission? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  your  services  in  the  sale  of  the 
berries  ? 

A.  A  commission;  yes. 


cover  not  only  his  damages,  but  also  dam- 
ages thereby  occasioned  the  consignor.  Bos- 
ton &,  U.  R.  Co.  v.  Warrior  Mower  Co.  76 
Me.  251.  ^, .   , 

Where  goods  were  consigned  to  a  third 
person  with  instructions  to  dispose  of  the 
same,  and  use  the  proceeds  for  certain  pur- 
poses, among  which  was  to  liquidate  a 
standing  account  between  the  parties,  which 
was  in  favor  of  the  consignee,  it  was  held 
in  Griffith  v.  Ingledew,  6  Serg.  &  R.  429,  9 
Am.  Dec.  444,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  bill 
of  lading  ran  to  the  consignee,  the  legal 
title  to  the  goods  was  thereby  vested  in  him, 
and  hence  he  was  entitled  to  sue  the  car- 
rier for  negligence  in  the  carriage  of  such 
goods,  although  the  invoices  showed  that 
the  consignor  was  the  real  owner,  and  he 
had  paid  the  freight. 

And  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Peru-Van 
Zandt  Implement  Co.  supra,  holds  that, 
where  a  consignee  of  goods  is  a  commission 
agent  or  a  factor  for  the  consignor  for  their 
sale,  he  has  such  an  interest  therein  as  will 
entitle  him  to  maintain  an  action  against 
the  carrier  for  the  conversion  of  the  goods, 
or  damage  thereto  by  delay  in  transporta- 
tion. 

Under  a  Missouri  statute  which  permits 
an  action  either  in  the  name  of  the  real 
party  in  interest  or  by  a  trustee  of  any 
express  trust,  a  consignee  of  goods  acting 
as  factor  for  the  consignor  may  maintain 
an  action  against  the  carrier  for  damages 
thereto  during  transit,  where  he  contracts 
with  the  carrier  for  their  delivery  to  him  at 
a  designated  place.  Wolfe  v.  Missouri  P. 
R.  Co.  97  Mo.  473,  3  L.R.A.  539,  10  Am.  St. 
Rep.  331,  11  8.  W.  49. 
26  LJU1.(N.S.) 


It  has,  however,  been  held  that  a  con- 
signee has  no  cause  of  action  against  a  car- 
rier for  failure  to  deliver  goods  consigned 
for  sale  by  him  as  agent  of  the  consignor. 
Whaley  v.  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  (S. 
C.)  65  S.  £.  1022. 

Where  consignee  as  agent,  factor,  or  broker  . 
has  made  advances  to  consignor. 

Where  a  commission  merchant,  factor,  or 
broker  is  the  consignee  of  goods  to  be  sold 
on  commission,  and,  by  reason  of  this  fact, 
he  has  made  advances  thereon  to  the  con- 
signor, he  has  such  a  special  interest  in  the 
property  as  to  authorize  him  to  maintain 
an  action  against  the  carrier  for  injury 
thereto  during  transportation.  Valle  v. 
Cerre,  26  Mo.  588,  88  Am.  Dec  161;  Bur- 
ritt  V.  Bench,  4  McLean,  326,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
2,201. 

So,  where  a  consignee  of  grain  to  be  sold 
by  him  upon  a  commission  is  also  the  hold- 
er of  the  bill  of  lading  upon  which  he  has 
made  advances  to  the  consignor,  he  has 
such  an  interest  in  the  grain  consigned  as 
will  entitle  him  to  maintain  an  action 
against  the  carrier  for  damages  to,  or  a 
loss  of,  the  grain  while  being  transported. 
Adams  v.  Bissell,  28  Barb.  382. 

And  where  a  carrier  required  the  con- 
signee to  pay  freight  upon  the  consigned 
goods,  and  he  is  responsible  for  the  goods, 
he  is  properly  considered  a  consignee  for 
value,  and  is  authorized  to  sue  the  carrier 
for  any  shortage  in  the  goods  through  the 
fault  of  the  carrier.  Thomas  v.  Atlantic 
Coast  Line  R.  Co.  (S.  C.)  67  S.  E.  908. 
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Q.  Based  upon  the  amount  received  for 
the  berries t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are.  termed  commission  mer- 
chants? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Selling  on  commission  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

When  recalled  he  said: 

Thirty-eight  cases  of  quarts  and  twenty- 
eight  and  one-half  or  twenty-five  and  one- 
half  cases  of  pints  were  put  in  this  car  for 
our  firm,  the  plaintiff  in  this  suit.  We  sold 
those  for  $162.48,  and  that  is  all  the  berries 
our  firm,  the  plaintiff,  received  from  this 
car.  We  remitted  to  the  shippers  the  pro- 
ceeds of  these  berries,  less  our  commission 
and  freight  charges. 

Q.  So  that  there  is  still  nothing  due  your 
firm,  the  plaintiff,  from  the  shippers  on  ac- 
count of  themt 

A.  Only  the  increased  commission  that  we 
would  get  by  having  a  better  sale. 

Q.  These  berries  were  consigned  to  your 
firm  on  a  commission  basis  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Based  upon  proceeds  T 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  stated  the  amount  which 
your  firm  received! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  took  out  your  commission  and  the 
freight  charges,  and  remitted  the  balance  to 
the  shippers  at  the  other  end  of  the  line? 
.    A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  make  no  claim  on  account  of  this 
freight  bill? 

A.  No,  sir;  whatever  that  was,  has  all 
been  paid. 

Mr.  Callendar,  of  the  firm  of  Callendar 
Vanderhoof  Company,  testified  to  the  re-' 
ceipt  by  his  firm  of  some  of  the  fruit,  saying 
that  part  of  the  berries  in  the  car  were  re- 
ceived and  sold  by  his  firm,  an  account  of 
which  was  kept  and  accounted  for  to  the 
shipper  at  the  other  end  of  the  line.  Mr. 
Gamble,  of  the  firm  of  Gamble  Robinson 
Commission  Company,  testified  to  the  re- 
ceipt of  some  of  the  fruit,  and  the  report 
to  the  shippers  after  the  sale.  After  this 
evidence  was  received  a  motion  to  dismiss 
was  denied.  After  all  the  evidence  was  in, 
the  defendants  requested  an  instruction  in 
their  favor,  which  was  also  denied.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  in  favor  of  both  defend- 
ants, and  a  new  trial  was  granted  for  errors 
of  law  as  to  the  defendant  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  Company;  the  action  having  been 
dismissed  as  to  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  & 
St.  Paul  Railway  Company. 

A  consideration  of  the  claim  that  the 
plaintiff  had  no  interest  or  ownership,  gen- 
eral or  special,  in  the  property  damaged, 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


has  led  us  to  the  conclusion  that  the  posi- 
tion of  the  appellant  in  that  respect  must 
be  sustained.  Section  4053,  Rev.  Laws  1905, 
requires  that,  except  when  otherwise  ex- 
pressly provided  by  law,  every  action  sh&ll 
be  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  real  part; 
in  interest.  Obviously  the  actual  owner  of 
property  is  a  proper  plaintiff;  but  another, 
although  not  the  owner,  may  have  rights 
in,  or  may  bear  a  relation  to,  the  property 
which  will  authorize  an  action  by  him  for  iu 
possession,  its  value,  or  for  damages  done 
to  it.  The  statute  was  not  intended  to  ob- 
struct the  administration  of  law,  but  to 
bring  before  the  court  a  party  rightfully 
interested  in  the  litigation,  so  that  onlr 
real  controversies  be  presented,  and  judg- 
ments, when  entered,  be  binding  and  conclu- 
sive. Therefore,  where  the  plaintiff  has  pos- 
session, as  agent,  factor,  or  bailee,  he  has  a 
special  ownership  in  the  property,  and,  if  it 
is  taken  from  him,  or  damaged  by  the  wrong- 
ful act  of  another,  he  may  maintain  an  ac- 
tion for  the  loss.  Brown  v.  Shaw,  51  Minn. 
266,  S3  N.  W.  633,  and  cases  cited. 

The  fruit  claimed  to  have  been  damaged 
in  transit  was  consigned  to  plaintiff  for  sale 
on  commission.  The  evidence  does  not  indi- 
cate any  special  contract  with  reference  to 
it.  Each  of  the  commission  merchants  in 
Minneapolis  who  handled  any  part  of  the 
shipment  accounted  directly  to  the  shipper. 
No  advances  were  made  by  the  plaintiff  to 
the  owner,  except  the  .payment  of  the  freight 
charges  after  the  fruit  had  arrived  in  Min- 
neapolis. Before  the  commencement  of  this 
suit  the  plaintiff  had  fully  accounted  to  the 
shipper.  When  asked  as  to  anything  still 
due  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  Metz  said,  "Only  the 
increased  commission  that  we  would  get  by 
having  a  better  sale."  This  was  not  an  ac- 
tion to  recover  lost  profits,  by  plaintiff  in 
its  own  right,  but  was  to  recover,  as  owner, 
damages  for  injury  to  personal  property, 
and  must  be  determined  upon  that  theory. 

The  consignee  of  property  delivered  to  a 
common  carrier  for  shipment  is  presumed 
to  be  the  owner,  but  the  presumption  may 
be  overcome  by  evidence.  Dyer  v.  Great 
Northern  R.  Co.  51  Minn.  345,  38  Am.  St. 
Rep.  606,  63  N.  W.  714;  Benjamin  v.  Levy, 
39  Minn.  11,  38  N.  W.  702.  It  is  insisted 
that  the  consignee  has  always  such  special 
ownership  in  the  property  that  he  may  sue 
for  damage  to  it.  Support  for  this  conten- 
tion is  found  in  the  language  used  in  Bos- 
ton &  M.  R.  Co.  V.  Warrier  Mower  Co.  76 
Me.  251,  where  it  was  said*  that  an  agent 
to  whom  goods  were  consigned  to  be  sold 
upon  a  specified  commission  might  maintain 
an  action  against  the  carrier  to  recover,  not 
only  his  own  damages,  but  such  as  accrued 
to  the  general  owners.  In  that  case  the  gen- 
eral owner  and  the  plaintiff  had  a  definite 
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eontrkct,  under  which  the  plaintiff  agreed 
to  pay  the  freight  and  sell  the  goods  for  a 
ipecified  oommission.  Befure  the  final  deter- 
mination, all  the  partiea  interested  were 
before  the  court,  but  the  particular  question 
here  involved  doe*  not  appear  to  have  been 
railed  when  the'  action  was  first  before  the 
court,  as  between  the  agent  and  the  carrier. 
Dunham  v.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  70  Me.  164, 
35  Am.  Rep.  314.  In  Missouri  F.  R.  Co.  v. 
Pent- Van  Zandt  Implement  Co.  73  Kan.  296, 
6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1058,  117  Am.  St.  Rep.  468, 
85  Pac  408,  87  Pac.  80,  9  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
790,  the  plaintiff  had  a  definite  contract  with 
the  manufacturer  of  threshing  machines  as- 
to  price  and  commission,  and,  having  se- 
cured contracts  for  the  sale  of  two  machines, 
ordered  them;  they  were  consigned  to  the 
pUintiff,  but  did  not  arrive  in  due  time,  and 
it  was  held  the  agent  could  sue  upon  behalf 
of  itself  and  its  principal. 

Other  cases  cited  by  counsel  in  support  of 
bis  contention  are  still  more  easily  distin- 
guished, as  where  advances  had  been  made 
by  the  consignee,  or  where  he  was  the  own- 
er of  some  items  of  property  included  in  one 
consignment,  or  where  apparently  there  had 
been  a  direct  sale  to  the  consignee.  In  all 
such  cases  the  consignee  undoubtedly  had  a 
special  ownership  in  the  property.  Walter 
T.  Alabama  G.  S.  R.  Co.  142  Ala.  474,  39  So. 
87;  Southern  Exp.  Co.  v.  Armstead,  60 
Ala.  350;  Mobile  &  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Williams, 
54  Ala.  168;  Cudahy  Packing  Co.  v.  Dorsey, 
26  Tex.  Civ.  App.  484,  63  S.  W.  648;  Ober 
r.  Indianapolis  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  13  Mo.  App. 
81.  See  also  Capehart  v.  Wurman  Farm  Im- 
prov.  Co.  103  Ala.  671,  49  Am.  St.  Rep.  60, 
16  So.  627;  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  All- 
good,  113  Ala.  163,  20  So.  986.  These  last 
are  in  accordance  with  the  decisions  of  this 
court  already  referred  to,  and  the  following 
as  well:  Chamberlain  v.  West,  37  Minn.  54, 
33  X.  W.  114;  Laing  y.  Nelson.  41  Minn.  621, 
43  X.  W.  476;  Parks  v.  Fogleman,  97  Minn. 
157,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  363,  114  Am.  St.  Rep. 
703,  105  N.  W.  660. 

The  text-book  writers  agree  that  ordina- 
rily the  consignee  may  maintain  an  action 
against  the  carrier,  but  that,  where  the  title 
snd  right  of  possession  remain  in  the  consig- 
nor, he  may  sue;  and  it  is  easily  under- 
stood that  in  many  instances  either  may 
bring  the  action.  Each  case  must  depend 
apon  the  particular  facts  shown  to  exist. 
Elliott,  Railroads,  2d  ed.  §  1602;  3  Hutch- 
inson, Carr.  SS  1304-1320;  Thomp.  Neg.  §§ 
7420-7424.  The  final  conclusion  in  Hutchin- 
■on,  §  1320,  is  that  the  consignee  who  has 
"no  property  in  the  goods,  either  general  or 
special,  and  incurred  no  risk  in  their  trans- 
portation, cannot  milintain  an  action  for 
their  loss  or  damage."  This  court  has  held 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


that  the  consignor  may,  when  he  is  the  own- 
er of  the  property,  sue  the  carrier  for  its 
loss,  but  has  never,  we  believe,  been  called 
upon  to  pass  upon  a  case  precisely  like  the 
one  at  bar.  Jarrett  v.  Great  Northern  R. 
Co.  74  Minn.  477,  77  N.  W.  304.  We  think 
the  following  are  also  instructive:  Southern 
R.  Co.  V.  Deakins,  107  Tenn.  622,  64  S.  W. 
477;  Moran  v.  Portland  Steam  Packet  Co. 
36  Me.  55;  Hooper  v.  Chicago  It,  N.  W.  R.  Co. 
27  Wis.  81,  9  Am.  Rep.  439;  W.  &  A.  R. 
Co.  V.  Kelly,  1  Head,  158;  Price  v.  Powell, 
3  N.  Y.  322;  United  States  Exp.  Co.  v. 
Council,  84  111.  App.  491. 

We  agree  with  the  conclusion  arrived  at 
by  Mr.  Hutchinson  above  quoted.'  Tested  by 
that  statement,  the  plaintiff  cannot  main- 
tain this  action.  The  evidence  is  silent  ab 
to  how  the  fruit  came  to  be  consigned  to 
plaintiff,  unless,  as  a  commission  merchant, 
it  stood  ready  to  receive  and  sell,  to  the  best 
advantage,  goods  consigned  to  it  by  owners 
and  dealers  generally.  It  certainly,  so  far  as 
the  evidence  discloses,  incurred  no  risk  in 
the  transportation  of  the  property,  and  the 
evidence  does  not  show  that  it  acquired  any 
special  ownership  in  it  before  the  damages 
were  sustained. 

It  is  further  claimed  that,  even  if  the 
plaintiff  could  not  have  maintained  this  ac- 
tion prior  to  the  enactment  of  chapter  466, 
p.  715,  Gen.  Laws  1907,  it  now  may  do  so 
under  the  provisions  of  that  law.  This 
seems  to  have  been  the  reason  given  by  the 
learned  trial  judge  for  refusing  defendants' 
motion  to  dismiss.  In  denying  the  motion 
he  said;  "I  desire. to  say  that  the  court  re- 
gards this  as  a  pretty  doubtful  proposition. 
It  is  not  believed  that  it  was  the  intent  of 
the  legislature  in  this  act  to  provide  that  a 
person  having  no  interest  whatsoever  in 
property  could  bring  a  suit  for  damages  to 
that  property.    .    .    ." 

The  1st  section  of  chapter  466  reads: 
"That  whenever  any  pertonal  property  shall 
be  transported  by  two  or  more  connecting 
common  carriers  into  or  through  this  state, 
and  shall  become  injured  or  damaged  dur- 
ing transportation,  the  consignor,  consignee, 
or  owner  thereof,  or  his  assignee,  in  an  ac- 
tion to  recover  damages  for  such  injury,  may 
join,  as  parties  defendant,  one  or  more  of 
such  connecting  common  carriers  witb  tue 
last  or  delivering  common  carrier." 

It  is  apparent  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
change  the  rule  that  an  action  must  be  pros- 
ecuted by  the  real  party  in  interest.  Its  ef- 
fect is  that  when  a  party  so  qualified,  be 
he  consignor,  consignee,  owner,  or  assignee, 
brings  the  action,  he  may  join  all  the  car- 
riers handling  the  shipment.  Inasmuch, 
therefore,  as  the  statute  has  no  bearing  up- 
on the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to  maintain  this 
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action  against  any  carrier,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  determine  the  questions  raised  by 
the  defendant  with  reference  to  it. 

The  order  granting  a  new  trial  is  re- 
versed, and  judgment  directed  in  favor  of 
the  defendant  appellant. 


MASSACHUSETTS    SUPREME    JUDI- 
CIAL COURT. 

CHARLES  S.  SHEPARD 

V. 

VOLNEY  J.  JACOBS  et  al. 

(204  Mass.  110,  90  N.  E.  392.) 

Master  ^  automobile  owner  —  acts   of 
chauffeur  —  liability. 

The  owner  of  an  automobile  who  leases 
it,  with  a  licensed  chauffeur  in  charge  of  it, 
at  a  certain  sum  per  day,  is  liable  to 
strangers  for  the  negligent  acts  of  the 
chauffeur,  where  the  lessee  has  no  control 
over  him  except  as  to  when  and  where  the 
car  shall  be  driven. 

(January  6,  1010.) 

1j^  XCEPTIONS  by  defendants  to  rulings  of 
J  the  Superior  Court  for  Middlesex 
County  made  during  the  trial  of  an  action 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  injuries  to 
plaintiff's  automobile  alleged  to  have  been 
caused  by  the  negligence  of  defendant's  serv- 
ant which  resulted  in  a  verdict  for  plaintiff. 
Overruled. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Philip  Mansfield,  with  Messrs. 
Daggett  &  Jefferson,  for  defendants: 

The  chauffeur  was  not  at  the  time  of  the 
collision  the  servant  of  the  defendants. 

Coughlan  v.  Cambridge,  1G6  Mass.  268, 
44  N.  E.  218;  Samuelian  v.  American  Tool 
&  Mach.  Co.  168  Mass.  12,  46  N.  E.  98; 
Rourke  v.  White  Moss  Colliery  Co.  L.  R.  2 
C.  P.  Div.  205 ;  Donovan  v.  Laing,  W.  k  D. 
Constr.  Syndicate,  [189.3]  1  Q.  B.  629;  De- 
war  v.  Tasker,  95  L.  T.  N.  S.  87 ;  Perkins  v. 
Stead,  23  Times  L.  R.  433;  M'Fall  t.  Adams 
A  Co.  [1907]  Sess.  Cas.  367. 

If  the  owner  parts  with  his  right  of  con- 
trol, he  is  not  responsible,  and  that  is  what 
the  defendants  here  did. 

Perkins  v.  Stead,  supra;  The  Elton,  73  C. 
C.  A.  467,  142  Fed.  367 ;  Grace  &  H.  Co.  v. 

Note.  —  Upon  the  question,  who  is  re- 
sponsible for  acts  of  driver  furnished  with 
a  hired  vehicle,  see  case  notes  to  Frerker 
V.  Nicholson,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1122,  and 
Morris  v.  Tredo,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  33.  An- 
other aspect  of  that  general  question  is  pre- 
sented in  the  note  to  Burns  v.  Michigan 
Paint  Co.  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  816,  on  cartman 
as  independent  contractor. 
■26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Probst,  208  111.  147,  70  N.  E.  12;  Ko«  v. 
Winston,  86  Minn.  77,  90  N.  W.  122 

Mr.  Alfred  P.  Sawyer,  for  plaintiff; 

Where  a  person  hires  from  the  owner  an 
automobile  with  a  licensed  driver,  although 
the  hirer  may  order  the  driver  to  go  to  this 
place  or  that,  to  take  this 'or  that  burden, 
to  hurry  or  to  take  his  time,  nevertheless 
in  respect  to  the  manner  of  his  driving  and 
the  control  of  his  machine  he  remains  sub- 
ject to  no  orders  but  those  of  the  owner, 
who  alone  is  liable  for  the  negligence  of  the 
driver  occurring  in  the  course  of  his  em- 
ployment. 

Quarman  v.  Burnett,  6  Mees.  &  W.  499; 
Jones  V.  Liverpool,  L.  R.  14  Q.  B.  Div.  890; 
Joslin  V.  Grand  Rapids  Ice  Co.  50  Mich.  516, 
45  Am.  Rep.  64,  15  N.  W.  887;  Jahn  y. 
McKnight,  117  Ky.  655,  78  S.  W.  862; 
Frerker  v.  Nicholson,  41  Colo.  12,  13  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  1122,  92  Pac.  224,  14  A.  4  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  730;  Stewart  v.  California  Improv.  Co. 
131  Cal.  129,  52  L.R.A.  205,  63  Pac.  177, 
724;  Lewis  v.  Long  Island  R.  Co.  102  N.  Y. 
62,  66  N.  E.  548;  Little  v.  Hackett,  116  U. 
S.  366,  29  L.  ed.  652,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  391; 
Wood  v.  Cobb,  13  Allen,  68;  Driscoll  v. 
Towle,  181  Mass.  416,  63  N.  E.  922;  Stand- 
ard Oil  Co.  V.  Anderson,  212  U.  S.  215,  53 
L.  ed.  480,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  252. 

The  chaffeuT  bad  the  exclusive  manage- 
ment of  the  defendants'  automobile,  was 
alone  in  it  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  and 
was  not  under  the  control  of  the  hirer,  but 
remained  the  servant  of  the  defendants. 

Quinn  v.  Complete  Electric  Constr.  Co.  46 
Fed.  506;  Oulighan  v.  Butler,  189  Mass. 
287,  75  N.  E.  726;  Huffcut,  Agency,  286. 

The  fact  that  Lodge  was  driving  the  de- 
fendants' automobile  was  prima  facie  evi- 
dence that  he  was  their  servant. 

Joyce  v.  Capel,  8  Car.  &  P.  370;  Vonder- 
horst  Brewing  Co.  v.  Amrhine,  98  Md.  406, 
56  Atl.  833;  Long  v.  Nute,  123  Mo.  App. 
204,  100  S.  W.  511;  Edgeworth  v.  Wood,  58 
N.  J.  L.  463,  33  Atl.  940. 

Some  authorities  hold  that  the  power  to 
discharge  the  servant  is  the  only  test  by 
which  to  determine  who  is  the  master,  and, 
liable  as  such  to  the  person  injured. 

Shearm.  &  Redf.  Neg.  §  74;  Jahn  v.  Mo- 
Knight  and  Stewart  v.  California  Improv. 
Co.  supra;  Michael  y.  Stanton,  3  Hun,  462; 
Crudup  v.  Schreiner,  98  III.  App.  337. 

In  cases  which  have  held  the  hirer  of  an- 
other's servant  liable  for  his  negligence,  the 
hirer  had  the  power  to  discharge  such  serv- 
ant 

Donovan  y.  Laing,  W.  &  D.  Constr.  Syndi- 
cate [1893]  1  Q.  B.  629;  Brown  v.  Smith, 
86  Ga.  274,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  456,  12  S.  E. 
411 ;  Coughlan  y.  Cambridge,  166  Mass.  268, 
44  N.  E.  218. 

The  question  of  the  relation  of  the  driver 
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to  the  owners  of  the  automobile  and  to  the 
hirers  of  it  was  a  question  of  fact. 

Preston  v.  Knight,  120  Mass.  5;  Driscoll 
▼.  Towie,  181  Mass.  416,  63  N.  E.  922;  Cain 
V.  Hugh  Nawn  Contracting  Co.  202  Mass. 
237,  88  N.  E.  842. 

Knowlton,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  is  an  action  for  damages  resulting 
from  a  collision  between  an  automobile  of 
the  plaintiff  and  one  owned  by  the  defend- 
ants. The  defendants  let  their  automobile 
with  one  Lodge,  a  licensed  chauffeur,  in 
charge  of  it,  to  the  Fiat  Automobile  Com- 
pany, to  be  used  by  one  Hollander,  a  rep- 
resentative of  that  company,  in  and  around 
Lowell  at  the  time  of  the  automobile  races 
there  in  September,  1908.  The  defendants 
were  to  receive  $50  for  the  use  of  the  car 
with  the  driver,  for  two  days.  Hollander  gave 
orders  to  the  driver  as  to  when  and  where 
the  car  should  be  driven,  as  one  would  or- 
der the  driver  of  a  common  carriage  which 
he  had  hired  by  the  day  or  the  hour.  The 
question  is  whether,  upon  the  evidence,  the 
judge  before  whom  the  case  was  tried  with- 
out a  jury,  was  bound  to  find,  as  requested 
by  the  defendants,  that  the  Fiat  Automobile 
Company  was  liable  for  the  negligence  of 
Lodge  in  the  management  of  the  car  at  the 
time  of  the  accident,  and  that  Lodge  was  not 
then  the  servant  of  the  defendants,  for 
whose  negligence  they  could  be  holden. 

The  case  turns  upon  the  law  of  master 
and  servant  in  its  application  to  the  facts. 
It  is  well  settled  that  the  general  master 
of  a  servant  may  lend  him,  with  his  con- 
sent, to  another  person  for  service  in  the 
business  of  the  other,  and  that  while  he  is 
engaged  in  the  business  of  the  other  person 
and  in  all  respects  subject  to  his  direction 
and  control,  he  becomes  the  servant  of  the 
new  master,  and  this  master  becomes  liable 
for  his  negligence.  In  determining  whether, 
in  a  particular  act,  he  is  the  servant  of  his 
original  master  or  of  the  person  to  whom  he 
has  been  furnished,  the  general  test  is 
whether  the  act  is  done  in  business  of  which 
the  person  is  in  control  as  a  proprietor,  so 
that  he  can  at  any  time  stop  it  or  continue 
it,  and  determine  the  way  in  which  it  shall 
be  done,  not  merely  in  reference  to  the  re- 
sult to  be  reached,  but  in  reference  to  the 
method  of  reaching  the  result.  Is  this  per- 
son the  proprietor  of  the  business  in  which 
the  act  is  done  T  By  this  is  meant  not  merely 
the  general  business  which  the  act  is  in- 
tended to  promote,  but  the  particular  busi- 
ness which  calls  for  the  act,  in  the  smallest 
subdivision  that  can  be  made  of  the  business 
in  reference  to  control  and  proprietorship. 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


Coughlan  v.  Cambridge,  160  Mass.  268,  44 
N.  E.  218;  Delory  v.  Blodgett,  185  Mass. 
126,  64  L.R.A.  114,  102  Am.  St.  Bep.  328, 
69  N.  E.  1078;  Samuelian  v.  American  Tool 
&  Machinery  Co.  168  Mass.  12,  46  N.  E.  98; 
Rourke  v.  White  Moss  Colliery  Co.  L.  R.  2 
C.  P.  Div.  205;  Donovan  v.  Laing,  W.  A  D. 
Constr.  Syndicate  [1893]  1  Q.  B.  629. 

In  the  application  of  these  principles  to 
the  hiring  of  a  carriage  with  horses  and  a 
driver,  to  be  used  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
hirer  from  place  to  place,  it  has  been  held 
almost  universally  that  in  the  care  and 
management  of  the  horse  and  vehicle  the 
driver  does  not  become  the  servant  of  the 
hirer,  but  remains  subject  to  the  control  of 
his  general  employer,  and  that  therefore  the 
.hirer  is  not  liable  for  his  negligence  in 
driving.  Driscoll  v.  Towle,  181  Mass.  416, 
63  N.  E.  922;  Huff  v.  Ford,  126  Mass.  24, 
30  Am.  Rep.  646;  Reagan  v.  Casey,  160  Moss. 
374,  36  N.  E.  68;  Quarman  v.  Burnett,  6 
Mees.  &  W.  499;  Jones  v.  Liverpool,  L.  R. 
14  Q.  B.  Div.  890;  Lewis  v.  Long  Island  R. 
Co.  162  N.  Y.  62,  66  N.  E.  648;  Little  v. 
Hackett,  116  U.  S.  366,  29  L.  ed.  652,  6 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  391;  Standard  Oil  Co.  v.  An- 
derson, 212  U.  S.  215,  53  L.  ed.  480,  29  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  252 ;  Joslin  v.  Grand  Rapids  Ice  Co. 
50  Mich.  516,  45  Am.  Rep.  54,  15  N.  W.  887 ; 
Stewart  v.  California  Improv,  Co.  131  Cal. 
125-129,  52  L.R.A.  205,  63  Pac.  177,  724; 
Frerker  v.  Nicholson,  41  Colo.  12,  13  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  1122,  92  Pac.  224,  14  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Caa.  730. 

In  Donovan  v.  Laing,  W.  &  D.  Constr. 
Syndicate,  supra.  Lord  Justice  Bowen 
said:  "There  are  two  ways  in  which 
a  contractor  may  employ  his  men  and  his 
machines :  He  may  contract  to  do  the  work, 
and,  the  end  being  prescribed,  the  means  of 
arriving  at  it  may  be  left  to  him,  or  he  may 
contract  in  a  different  manner,  and,  not  do- 
ing the  work  himself,  may  place  his  servants 
and  plant  under  the  control  of  another, — 
that  is,  he  may  lend  them, — and  in  that 
case  he  does  not  retain  control  over  the 
work.  ...  If  a  man  lets  out  a  carriage 
on  hire  to  another,  he  in  no  sense  places  the 
coachman  under  the  control  of  the  hirer, 
except  that  the  latter  may  indicate  the 
destination  to  which  he  wishes  to  be 
driven;  .  .  .  and  if  the  coachman  acts 
wrongly,  the  hirer  can  only  complain  to 
the  owner  of  the  carriage."  The  rights 
and  liabilities  of  the  parties  depend  upon 
tbeir  contract,  express  or  implied.  The 
subject  was  considered  in  Delory  v.  Blod- 
gett, 186  Mass.  126-129,  64  L.R.A.  114,  102 
Am.  St.  Rep.  328,  69  N.  E.  1078,  1080,  and 
reference  was  made  to  the  implication  in 
such  cases,  that,  "as  to  the  particulars  of 
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the  management  of  the  horses,  he  [the  driv- 
er] is  the  servant  of  his  general  employer 
in  whose  interest  and  as  whose  representa- 
tive he  will  manage  and  direct,  within  rea- 
sonable limits,  such  matters  as  pertain  to 
the  health  and  safety  of  the  horses  and  the 
safety  of  the  vehicle.  In  these  particulars 
for  the  preservation  of  his  property,  it  will 
be  presumed  that  the  owner  of  the  team  re- 
tains in  his  driver  a  right  of  control."  See 
also  Huff  y.  Ford,  126  Mass.  24,  30  Am. 
Rep.  G45;  Reagan  v.  Casey,  160  Mass.  374, 
36  N.  E.  58.  A  similar  view  is  indicated  in 
Jones  v.  ScuUard  [1898]  2  Q.  B.  665,  672, 
674.  The  health  and  safety  of  the  horses 
and  the  protection  of  the  whole  team  by 
careful  management  are  of  so  much  im- 
portance to  the  owner  that,  in  the  absence 
of  an  express  contract,  he  will  not  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  given  up  their  management 
to  the  hirer  when  he  has  sent  his  own  serv- 
ant for  the  special  purpose  of  retaining  this 
management. 

If  the  defendants  had  furnished  horses,  a 
carriage,  and  a  driver  under  a  similar  con- 
tract, instead  of  an  automobile  and  a  driver, 
there  would  be  no  doubt  of  their  liability 
for  the  negligence  of  the  driver  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  team.  The  question  is 
whether  the  same  result  should  be  reached 
upon  the  facts  of  this  case.  The  analogy  be- 
tween the  two  kinds  of  contract  is  very  close. 
The  management  of  an  automobile  properly 
can  be  trusted  only  to  a  skilled  expert.  The 
law  will  not  permit  such  k  vehicle  to  be 
run  in  the  streets  except  W  a  licensed 
chauffeur  of  approved  competency.  The 
danger  of  great  loss  of  property  by  the 
owner,  as  well  as  of  injury  to  the  chauffeur, 
his  servant,  is  such  as  to  make  it  of  the 
highest  importance  that  care  should  be  ex- 
ercised in  bis  interest,  and  that  the  control 
and  management  of  the  machine  should  not 
be  given  up  to  the  hirer.  The  reasons  for 
applying  this  rule  in  a  case  like  the  present 
are  fully  as  strong  as  when  a  carriage  and 
horses  are  let  with  a  driver. 

The  decisions  are  conflicting  in  cases  where 
there  has  been  a  general  letting  of  railroad 
trains  and  large  machines  of  different  kinds, 
with  a  man  or  men  to  work  with  them.  It 
has  often  been  held  in  such  cases,  where  the 
hirer  was  to  have  the  general  control  and 
use  of  them,  that  the  men  in  charge  became 
his  serv'apts,  for  whose  negligence  he  alone 
was  liable  as  master.  Coughlan  v.  Cam- 
bridge, 106  Mass.  268,  44  N.  E.  218;  Rourke 
v.  White  Moss  Colliery  Co.  L.  R.  2  C.  P. 
Div.  205;  Murray  v.  Currie,  L.  R.  6  C.  P. 
24;  Byrne  v.  Kansas  City,  Ft.  S.  A  M.  R. 
Co.  24  L.R.A.  693,  9  C.  C.  A.  666,  22  U.  S. 
App.  220,  61  Fed.  605.  But  we  are  of  opin- 
ion that  there  is  a  distinction  between  these 
cases  and  the  so-called  carriage  or  driving 
26  L.RJi.(N.S.) 


cases,  and  that  the  hiring  of  aa  automobile 
with  a  licensed  chauffeur  in  the  p^eneral  ser- 
vice of  an  owner  falls  within  the  principle 
covering  cases  of  the  latter  class. 
Exceptions  overruled. 


NEBRASKA  SUPBEMS:  COURT. 

CHICAGO,   ROCK   ISLAND,   k  PACIFIC 
RAILWAY  COMPANY,  Appt., 

V. 

NEBRASKA  STATE  RAILWAY  COMMIS- 
SION> 

(86  Neb.  818,  124  N.  W.  477.) 

Constitutional  law  —  order  of  railway 
commission  —  appeal  ^  regulation  of 
procedure. 

1.  The  legislature  has  authority  to  pro- 
vide, in  appeals  from  orders  of  the  state 
railway  commission,  that  the  burden  of 
proof  should  rest  upon  the  party  seeking 
to  set  aside  the  decision  of  the  commissioa- 
ers,  to  show  by  clear  and  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  the  order  is  unreasonable  and 

Headnotes  by  Lettor,  J. 


Note.  —  Mag  railroad  companies  he 
required  to  eetiibliaK  or  nutitttain  e 
station  that  uHll  not  pay  expenses. 

As  to  the  power  of  the  legislature,  com- 
mission, or  court  to  require  the  establish- 
ment of  a  railway  station  at  a  point  where 
none  existed,  or  to  require  the  stopping  of 
trains  at  stations,  see  the  case  note  to 
Minneapolis,  St.  P.  *  S.  Ste.  M.  R.  Co.  v. 
Railroad  Commission,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  821. 

It  has  been  held  that  a  railway  company 
cannot  be  compelled  to  establish  a  station 
and  construct  a  depot  at  a  point  where  the 
cost  of  maintenance  will  exceed  the  profifci 
resulting  therefrom.  Mobile  &  0.  R.  Co.  T. 
People,  132  111.  559,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  .556, 
24  N.  E.  643;  Chicago  &  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Peo- 
ple, 152  111.  230,  26  L.R.A.  224,  38  N'.  E. 
562. 

And  the  court  in  Mobile  A  O.  R.  Co.  v. 
People,  supra,  in  applying  this  doctrine, 
said  that  the  location  of  railway  stations 
is  for  the  profit  and  convenience  of  both  the 
company  and  the  public;  therefore,  their 
location  must  be  at  points  most  desirable 
for  the  convenience  of  travel  and  business, 
the  duty  to  maintain  or  continue  stations 
resting  manifestly  upon  the  same  principle; 
therefore,  the  company  cannot  be  compelled 
to  maintain  or  continue  a  station  at  a  point 
when  the  welfare  of  the  company  and  the 
community  in  general  requires  that  it 
should  be  changed  to  some  other  point. 

So,  it  was  held  in  Louisiana  &  A.  R.  Co. 
v.  State  (Ark.)  121  S.  W.  284,  that  a  spe- 
cial act  of  the  legislature  was  unreasonable 
and  void,  which  required  the  construction 
and  maintenance  of  a  station  at  a  point  ia 
a  sparsely  settled  community  with  meager 
business  interests,  which  would  result  in  • 
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onjutt,  and  that  the  record  shoutd  be  prima 
{•tie  eridenoe  that  the  order  is  just  and 
leaioiiable. 

Railway  commission  —  order  —  nnlaw- 
tolnesB  —  proof. 

2.  In  such  a  case  the  evidence  must  out- 
weigh that  offered  by  the  defendant,  and 
it  must  be  of  the  same  clear  and  satisfac- 
tory nature  as  that  required  in  other  cases 
where  presumptions  of  validity  attach  to 
tlie  instrument  sought  to  I>e  set  aside,  or  to 
the  transaction  sought  to  be  declared  void. 
Same  —  improvement  —  reasonableness 

—  cost. 

3.  The  cost  of  a  proposed  improvement 
ordered  by  such  commission  is  not  in  all 
cases  a  proper  test  for  determining  the  rea- 
sonableness of  such  an  order.  It  is  propet 
to  be  taken  into  consideration,  but  is  not 
controlling. 

Same  —  unrcmnnerative  station. 

4.  The  mere  fact  that  the  income  from 
the  expenditure  at  a  particular  point  upon 
its  line  may  not  earn  a  fair  return  upon 


the  capital  invested  at  that  point  can  only 
l>e  considered  in  connection  with  the  reve- 
nue from  the  entire  operation  of  the  road 
within  the -state  at  least. 
Same— elements  In  determining  rea- 
sonableness. 

S.  In  such  an  appeal  from  an  order  to 
establish  a  station,  the  whole  demand  for 
both  freight  and  passenger  'service  must  be 
considered;  and  if,  taking  all  the  circum- 
stances into  consideration,  the  order  is  not 
unreasonable,  the  appeal  will  be  dismissed. 

(January  20,  1010.) 

APPEAL  by  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island,  & 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  from  a  judg- 
ment of  the  District  Court  for  Lancaster 
County  refusing  to  set  aside  an  order  of  the 
State  Railway  Commission  requiring  it  to 
establish  and  maintain  a  depot  at  Univer- 
sity Place.  Affirmed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.  M.  A.  Ijow,  P.  E.  Walitcr,  E!. 


large  expense  to  the  railway  company  with- 
out any  corresponding  benefit  to  it  or  the 
public. 

But  upon  an  earlier  appeal  of  the  last 
ease  (see  85  Ark.  12,  106  8.  W.  960),  it 
was  held  that  the  fact  that  the  cost  of 
erecting  and  maintaining  a  railway  station 
at  such  point  would  be  greatly  in  excess 
of,  and  out  of  proportion  to,  the  revenues 
possibly  to  be  derived  from  the  business 
therefrom,  does  not  render  unepforceable 
toch  special  >ict  of  the  legislature,  but  that 
soch  fact  would  be  important  for  the  court 
to  consider  in  determining  whether  such  re- 
quirement was  arbitrary  and  unreasonable, 
and  whether  there  was  any  corresponding 
necessity  for  such  station. 

The  court  in  Delaware,  L.  ft  W.  R.  Co.  v. 
Railroad  Comrs.  (N.  J.)  74  Atl.  209,  where 
an  order  of  the  board  of  railway  commis- 
sioners requiring  the  reopening  of  a  station 
it  had  maintained  for  thirty-nine  years  was 
upheld,  in  discussing  the  right  of  a  railway 
oonipany  to  abandon  a  station,  said  that  the 
withdrawal  of  railroad  facilities  which  had 
been  given  the  public,  and  upon  which  they 
were  justified  in  relyin;;^.  "might  be  held  to 
be  reasonable  if  it  had  been  shown  that 
from  changes  naturally  resulting  an  altered 
condition  existed,  such  as  the  falling  off  of 
population;  or  the  drifting  of  trade  into 
new  channels,  and  a  depreciation  of  busi- 
ness resulting, therefrom,  in  consequence  of 
which  a  continuance  of  such  facilities  be- 
came unnecessary;  or  that  the  public  was 
requiring  services  at  a  prohibitive  cost." 

And  it  was  held  in  Darlaston  Local  Board 

.V.  London  ft  N.  W.  R.  Co.  [1894]  2  Q.  B. 

694,  that  a  railway  company  was  not  bound 

to  mijitain  a  station  which  was  operated 

at  a  loM,  and  might  lawfully  close  it. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  held  in 
State  ex  rel.  Railroad  ft  W.  Commission  v. 
Koifiem  P.  R.  Co.  90  Minn.  277,  98  N.  W. 
81,  that  the  sole  question  of  expense  in  the 
operation  of  a  railway  station,  or  the  dim- 
26  LJIA.(N.S.) 


inutioii  of  the  profits  secured  therefrom, 
will  not  justify  the  removal  or  change 
thereof,  where  the  rights  of  the  public  have 
become  affected  to  such  an  extent  that  a 
substantial  interference  therewith  would  ho 
a  disadvantage  to  the  patrons  of  the  com- 
pany; and,  in  such  a  case,  the  railway  com- 
mission may  require  by  mandamus  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  station.  The  court 
said  that  "it  would  seem  to  be  now  well 
settled,  upon  principles  of  public  policy, 
that  the  decisive  question  in  such  a  case 
should  not  be  the  convenience  or  benefit  ot 
railway  companies  alone.  They  undoubted- 
ly have  a  right  to  consider  their  own 
profit  and  convenience  largely,  but  also  owe 
duties  to  the  public;  .  .  .  hence  the 
-discontinuance  of  an  established  railway 
station,  which  their  patrons  have  been  per- 
mitted to  use  for  years,  upon  the  faith  of 
whose  location  the  people  of  a  village  and 
the  surrounding  country  have  depended, 
cannot  he  determined  solely  by  the  con- 
sideration whether  a  railway  station  is 
profitable  to  the  road;  nor  upon  its  con- 
venience and  the  adaptation  of  its  affairs 
to  the  increased  advantages  and  methods  of 
transacting  its  business;  nor  by  the  test 
whether  the  continuance  of  a  station  will 
require  it  to  incur  increased  expense." 

And  the  order  of  a  board  of  railway  com- 
sioners  requiring  the  establishment  of  a 
station  and  erection  of  a  depot  has  been  up- 
held, notwithstanding  its  maintenance  would 
reduce  the  profits  of  the  company,  it  not 
appearing,  however,  that  the  whole  road 
was  being  operated  at  a  loss.  Morgan's  L. 
ft  T.  R.  ft  S.  S.  Co.  V.  Railroad  Commission, 
109  La.  247,  33  So.  214.  The  court  said  the 
objection  as  to  expense  "seems  to  l>e  aimed 
rather  at  the  place  where  this  money  is 
ordered  to  be  expended  and  the  inconven- 
ience to  which  they  [the  company]  will  be 
subjected  than  to  any  effect,  or  any  general 
effect,  which  the  expenditure  will  have  upon 
the   profits  of   the   roads.    .    .    .    We  do 
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P.  Holmes,  and  6.  L.  Deliacy,  for  appel- 
lant: 

The  reasonableness,  and  consequently  the 
lawfulness,  of  the  determination  of  the  rail- 
way commission,  is  subject  to  judicial  in- 
quiry and  decision. 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission  ▼.  Chi- 
cago G.  W.  R.  Co.  209  U.  S.  108,  52  L.  ed. 
705,  28  Sup.  a.  Rep.  493;  Gulf,  C.  &  S.  F. 
R.  Co.  V.  State  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  120  S.  W. 
1037;  Harp  y.  Choctaw,  O.  &  G.  R.  Co.  118 
Fed.  169,  61  C.  C.  A.  405,  125  Fed.  445;  Lalce 
Shore  A  M.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Smith,  173  U.  S.  684, 
43  L.  ed.  868,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  665;  Jones 
V.  St.  Louis  ic  S.  F.  R.  Co.  12  Inters.  Com. 
Rep.  144;  Railroad  Commission  v.  Chicago, 
R.  J.  &  G.  R.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  114  S. 
W.  192;  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Mississippi 
R.  Commission,  74  Miss.  80,  21  So.  16;  At- 
chison, T.  &  8.  F.  R.  Co.  T.  State  (Okla.) 
101  Pac.  262;  Chicago,  I.  ft  L.  R.  Co.  y. 
Railroad  Commission,  30  Ind.  App.  358,  79 
N.  E.  927. 

The  fact  that  the  furnishing  of  a  neces- 
sary facility  ordered  may  occasion  an  inci- 
dental pecuniary  loss  is  an  important  cri- 
terion to  be  taken  into  view  in  determining 
the  reasonableness  of  the  order. 

Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  v.  North  Caro- 
lina Corp.  Commission,  206  U.  S.  1,  51  L. 
ed.  933,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  585,  11  A.  &.  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  398;  Chicago  &  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Peo- 
ple, 162  111.  230,  26  L.R.A.  224,  38  N.  E. 
662;  State  ex  rel.  Railroad  &  W.  Comrs.  v. 
Minneapolis  tt,  St.  L.  R.  Co.  76  Minn.  469, 
79  N.  W.  610. 

The  statutory  provision  that  the  order  be 


prima  facie  just  and  reasonable  only  lays 
down  a  rule  of  evidence. 

State  ex  rel.  Railroad  ft  W.  Comra.  r. 
Minneapolis  ft  St.  L.  R.  Co.  and  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  v.  Chicago  G.  W.  R. 
Co.  supra;  Piatt  v.  Lecocq,  IS  Ii.R.A.(N.S.) 
558,  85  C.  C.  A.  621,  158  Fed.  723;  Chicago, 
M.  ft  St.  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Minnesota,  134  U.  S. 
418,  33  L.  ed.  970,  3  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  209, 
10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  462,  702. 

The  railroad  commission  has  no  power  to 
order  the  establislunent  of  depots  when 
none  exist. 

Re  Railroad  Comrs.  70  Vt.  266,  65  Ati. 
82;  23  Am.  ft  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  659. 

Messrs.  W.  T.  Thompson,  Attorney 
General,  and  Grant  G.  Martin,  for  appel- 
lee: 

The  railway  commission  has  authority  to 
order  the  furnishing  of  new  or  additional 
facilities  to  the  public. 

State  ex  rel.  Mattoon  v.  Republican  Val- 
ley R.  Co.  17  Neb.  657,  52  Am.  Rep.  424,  24 
N.  W.  329;  State  ex  rel.  Moore  v.  Chicago, 
St.  P.  M.  ft  O.  R.  Co.  Ifl  Neb.  476,  27  X.  W. 
434;  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  v.  North 
Carolina  Corp.  Commission,  206  U.  S.  1,  51 
L.  ed.  933,  27  Sup.  a.  Rep.  585,  11  A.  &  K. 
Ann.  Cas.  396. 

The  right  to  require  the  building  of  a  de- 
pot is  one  which  the  railroad  commission  has 
authority  to  exercise  in  certain  cases,  inde- 
pendent and  irrespective  of  any  question  of 
whether  the  railroad  company  will  thereby 
incur  a  loss,  if  such  depot  is  reasonably  nec- 
essary in  order  to  afford  proper  facilities 
to  the  public. 


not  think  the  point  is  made  that,  after  the 
business  of  a  railroad  corporation  has  made 
it  fairly  remunerative,  the  commission  is 
without  general  authority  to  direct  that  a 
portion  of  the  'surplus'  profits  .  .  . 
should  be  applied  to  the  promotion  of  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  the  people  along 
the  line  of  the  road.  When  such  a  point 
in  the  business  of  the  road  is  reached,  the 
rights  of  the  'general  public'  come  clearly 
into  view,  and  it  is  not  for  the  railroad,  but 
for  the  commission,  to  determine  how,  in 
what  way,  and  in  what  place,  this  money 
is  to  be  expended  so  as  best  to  subserve 
their  interest.  .  .  .  The  position  .  .  . 
that  the  point  selected  by  the  commission 
for  the  erection  of  a  depot,  as  being  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  people  along  the  line  of 
road,  should  also  be  one  at  which  the  busi- 
ness of  the  road  was  remunerative,  is  not 
sustained  by  authority,  nor  is  it  sustainable 
on  principle,  in  view  of  the  theory  which  the 
state  gives  corporate  rights  and  franchises." 
And  a  similar  order  was  sustained  in 
Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Stote  (Miss.)  48  So.  236, 
notwithstanding  the  branch  line  upon  which 
the  station  was  to  be  established  was  oper- 
ated at  a  loss,  and  did  not  give  promise  of 
ever  earning  a  profit,  the  testimony  fail 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


ing  to  show  that  the  entire  system  within 
the  state  was  not  operated  at  a  profit. 

So,  an  order  of  the  state  railway  com- 
mission requiring  the  establishment  of  a 
station,  notwithstanding  the  railroad  line 
within  the  state  was  operated  at  a  loss,  wu 
upheld  in  Kansas  City,  M.  ft  0.  B.  Co.  v. 
SUte  (Okla.)  107  Pac.  912. 

But  in  Northern  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Washington 
Territory,  142  U.  S.  492,  35  L.  ed.  1092,  12 
Sup.  Ct  Rep.  283  (reversing  3  Wash.  Terr. 
303,  13  Pac.  604),  where  a  writ  of  manda- 
mus to  compel  the  erection  and  mainte- 
nance of  a  station  at  a  point  4  miles  from 
another  station  was  denied,  it  was  alleged 
there  was  not  business  enough  to  warrant 
more  than  one  station  in  that  distance,  and 
that  the  earnings  of  the  whole  division  of 
the  road  were  insufficient  to  pay  operating 
expenses.  The  court  said:  "To  hold  that 
the  directors  of  this  corporation,  in  deter- 
mining the  number,  place,  and  size_  of  its 
stations  and  other  structures,  having  re- 
gard to  the  public  convenience  as  well  as 
to  its  own  pecuniary  interests,  can  be  con- 
trolled by  the  courts  by  writ  of  mandamns, 
would  be  inconsistent  with  many  decisioni 
of  high  authority  in  analogous  cases." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1910. 


CHICAGO,  R.  I.  &  P.  B.  CO.  ▼.  NEBRASKA  STATE  R.  COM. 


447 


St.  Louis  &  8.  F.  R.  Co.  t.  Gill,  156  U.  S. 
649,  39  L.  ed.  367,  15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  484; 
Reagan  t.  Mercantile  Trust  Co.  154  U.  S. 
413,  38  L.  ed.  1028,  4  Inters.  Com.  Rep. 
575,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1060;  Reagan  v.  Farm- 
ers' Jjoaa  &  T.  Co.  154  U.  S.  362,  38  L.  ed. 
1014,  4  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  560,  14  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  1047;  2  Elliott,  Railroads,  p.  1000; 
Morgan's  L.  &  T.  R.  ft  S.  S.  Co.  y.  Railroad 
Commission,  109  La.  258,  33  So.  214. 

In  reviewing  the  order  of  the  railroad 
commission,  the  inquiry  is  not  whether  the 
rate,  regulation,  or  service  fixed  by  the  com- 
mission is  just  and  reasonable,  but  whether 
the  order  of  the  commission  is  unreasonable 
or  unlawful. 

Minneapolis,  St.  P.  &  S.  Ste.  M.  R.  Co.  v. 
Railroad  Commission,  136  Wis.  146,  17 
L.R.A.(X.S.)  821,  116  N.  VV.  905;  Morgan's 
L.  i.  1.  R.  A.  S.  S.  Co.  y.  Railroad  Commis- 
sion, supra. 

Mr.  li.  E.  Graver  also  for  appellee. 

Letton,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the 
district  court  refusing  to  set  aside  an  or- 
der of  the  state  board  of  railway  commis- 
sioners. On  August  23,  1907,  a  complaint 
was  filed  before  the  state  board  of  railway 
commissioners  by  J.  A.  Seal  and  others, 
against  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island,  &  Pacific 
Railway  Company.  The  substance  of  the 
complaint  is  that  the  complainants  are  resi- 
dents and  citizens  of  University  Place, 
Xebraska,  *  city  of  upwards  of  4,000  inhabi- 
tants, and  are  doing  business  therein;  that 
the  tracks  of  the  defendant  'extend  into  and 
through  said  city,  but  that  defendant  has  no 
depot  or  station  house  therein  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  passengers  or  for  the  re- 
ceipt or  delivery  of  freight;  that  several 
thousand  students  attend  the  educational  in- 
stitutions in  said  city  each  year;  that  there 
is  a  large  amount  of  passenger  traffic  on  this 
account;  and  that  people  are  obliged  to 
leave  and  take  trains  at  Lincoln,  and  are 
subjected  to  great  trouble  and  annoyance 
in  getting  local  transportation  for  them- 
."elves  and  baggage  to  and  from  University 
Place.  It  is  also  allied  that  there  Is  a  very 
large  amount  of  freight  business  done  to 
oupply  the  needs  of  the  population,  and  that 
this  in  itself  is  sufficient  to  require  a  depot 
on  the  line  of  defendant's  railroad  in  said 
city.  The  prayer  is  that  an  order  be  made 
requiring  the  defendant  to  erect,  at  a  con- 
venient place  in  said  city,  a  passenger  and 
freight  depot,  to  provide  an  agent,  side 
tracks,  and  other  things  necessary  for  the 
proper  use  of  such  depot  by  the  patrons  of 
the  defendant  company,  and  for  general  re- 
lief. The  defendant  answered,  denying  any 
jnriadiction  in  the  railroad  commission.  It 
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further  answered  to  the  merits,  alleging 
that  University  Place  lies  between  Lincoln 
and  Havelock,  which  are  4  miles  apart;  that 
the  street  car  and  transportation  facilities 
are  such  that  it  is  easier  to  reach  Lincoln 
from  the  center  of  University  Place  than  a 
station  at  any  place  that  could  be  estab- 
lished in  University  Place;  that  it  has 
recently  constructed  at  a  great  expense  a 
•witch  some  2  or  more  miles  in  length,  from 
Lincoln  to  the  center  of  the  business  dis- 
trict of  University  Place,  and  thereby  has 
satisfactorily  handled  freight  business  to 
that  point  over  its  line;  that  passenger 
traffic  arising  from  students  does  not  come 
from  the  line  of  defendant,  which  has  only 
a  short  line  in  Nebraska,  so  that  only  a 
small  part  of  such  traffic  would  come  over 
its  lines;  that  it  is  willing  to  furnish  addi- 
tional facilities  as  fast  as  the  returns  on 
business  will  justify;  that  the  returns  from 
the  business  in  University  Place,  which  are 
small,  would  be  not  greatly  increased;  that 
the  expense  of  acquiring  and  constructing 
a  station  would  be  at  least  $5,000,'  and 
that  "the  compelling  of  the  construction  by 
the  defendant  of  the  transportation  facili- 
ties prayed  for  in  the  petition  would 
amount  to  a  confiscation  of  its  property 
to  the  extent  named,  .  .  .  and  would  be 
unreasonable,  unjust,  and  unfair  in  law  and 
in  fact." 

A  hearing  was  had  by  the  state  railway 
commission  upon  the  issues  thus  raised, 
and,  after  being  argued  and  submitted,  the 
commission  ordered  that  the  defendant  "be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  notified  and  direct- 
ed to  erect,  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of 
July,  1908^  and  thereafter  maintain,  on  its 
road  at  or  near  a  point  in  University  Place, 
Nebraska,  where  it  intersects  or  touches 
Warren  avenue,  a  suitable  station  and 
freight  house  with  a  floor  space  of  not  less 
than  500  square  feet,  together  with  the 
necessary  switch  tracks  and  appurtenances 
thereto."  The  order  further  directed  that 
an  agent  be  provided,  and  schedules  of  rates 
and  charges  be  published  and  put  into 
effect.  Afterwards,  the  railway  company, 
being  dissatisfied  with  this  order,  filed  a 
petition  in  the  disti;ict  court  for  Lancaster 
county  on  appeal,  setting  forth  the  partic- 
ular causes  of  objection  to  the  order.  A 
large  part  of  the  petition  is  devoted  to  set- 
ting forth  constitutional  objections,  to  the 
statute  authorizing  the  creation  of  the  com- 
mission, and  the  proceedings  of  which  com- 
plaint is  made.  The  further  objections  are 
made  that  the  matter  concerns  interstate 
commerce,  and  that  the  order  is  therefore 
beyond  the  powers  of  the  commission;  that 
the  complaint  does  not  state  facts  sufficient 
to  entitle  the  complainants  to  relief;  that 
the  allegations  are  not  established  by  the 
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evidence;  and  it  is  further  contended  that 
the  order  is  unreasonable  because  no  neces- 
sity exists  for  the  establishment  of  a  sta- 
tion at  University  Place.  The  petition 
prays  that  the  order  of  the  railway  com- 
mission be  vacated,  and  that  it  be  enjoined 
from  ordering  the  railway  company  to  es- 
tablish such  station.  The  railway  commis- 
sion answered,  setting  forth  at  length  the 
proceedings  and  findings  of  fact  upon  which 
the  order  was  based,  alleged  that  the  facts 
so  found  are  the  facts  in  relation  to  the 
matter,  and  further  alleged  that  the  rail- 
way company  is  a  common  carrier  engaged 
in  intrastate  transportation  of  both  pas- 
sengers and  freight  for  hire  in  the  state 
«f  Nebraska. 

The  findings  as  to  matters  of  fact,  so  far 
as  material  here,  are  as  follows:  "From  the 
evidence  it  appears,  and  the  commission  so 
finds,  that  University  Place  is  an  incorpo- 
rated town  having  a  population  between 
2,500  and  3,500  inhabitants.  That  a  uni- 
versity enrolling  several  hundred  students 
is  located  within  its  limits.  That  there  is 
a  considerable  number  of  merchants  main- 
taining business  houses  in  said  city  engaged 
in  the  busincfts  of  shipping,  buying,  and 
selling  drugs,  groceries,  hardware,  lumber, 
coal,  general  merchandise,  plumbing  and 
building  supplies.  That  the  main  line  of 
the  defendant  company  passes  through  the 
northern  portion  of  the  town  at  a  distance 
of  about  f  of  a  mile  from  the  center  of 
town.  That  the  nearest  stations  on  the 
defendant's  road,  or  any  other  steam  rail- 
road, arc  located  at  Lincoln  and  Havelock, 
each  at  a  distance  from  the  center  of  Uni- 
versity Place  of  about  4  miles  and  1}  miles, 
respectively.  That  the  defendant  company 
has  constructed  a  switch  track  from  its 
main  line  for  a  distance  of  about  2  miles 
to  a  point  near  the  center  of  the  city.  That 
car-load  freight  alone  to  the  extent  of  sev- 
eral hundred  cars  a  year  is  delivered  on  said 
switch  track.  That,  except  where  com- 
petition enters  into  the  service,  a  switching 
charge  of  $5  a  car  is  added  to  the  regular 
tariff  rate  to  Lincoln  on  all  car-load  ship- 
ments delivered  on  said  switch  track.  That 
no  'less  than  car-load'  shipments  are  re- 
ceived on  said  switch  track;  and  that  the 
citizens  of  said  city  are  compelled  to  either 
go  to  Lincoln  or  Havelock  for  such  ship- 
ments, thereby  causing  them  more  or  less 
inconvenience,  .and  entailing  considerable 
and  unnecessary  extra  expense  and  loss  of 
time.  .  .  .  Furthermore,  it  is  the  opin- 
ion of  this  commission  that  the  entire  busi- 
ness of  the  railroad  done  at  University 
Place  will  not  only  pay  expenses,  but  indeed 
return  a  fair  profit  to  the  defendant.  .  .  . 
We  do  not  concur  in  the  conclusions  of 
counsel  for  dofcndant  that  the  transpor- 
•26  L.R.A.(X.S.) 


tation  facilities  afforded  the  complainant 
and  his  fellow  citizens  in  University  Place 
are  sufficient  to  satisfactorily  and  reason- 
ably supply  the  public  need." 

A.  trial  was  had  before  the  district  court 
upon  the  issues  thus  raised,  and  the  court 
found  as  its  conclusion  of  fact  "that  the  de- 
cision of  the  commission  appealed  from  is 
not  unreasonable  or  unjust,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  law  providing  for  appeals, 
and  that  appellant  is  not  entitled  to  relief 
prayed  for."  The  court  further  found  as  a 
matter  of  law  that  the  only  question  for 
it  to  determine  upon  the  appeal  was 
"whether  the  order  of  the  commission  is  un- 
reasonable or  unjust,  and,  if  the  order  is 
found  to  be  such  that  reasonable  men  might 
differ  as  to  its  correctness,  it  cannot  be 
said  to  be  unreasonable;  in  other  words, 
that  the  court  is  not  empowered  to  put  it- 
self in  the  place  of  the  commission,  with 
power  to  substitute  its  own  judgment  of 
what  is  reasonable  and  just  for  the  judg- 
ment of  the  commissioners,"  and  dismissed 
the  appeal  at  the  appellant's  cost.  Be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  witnesses  were 
examined  at  the  trial.  On  the  part  of  the 
appellant,  they  were  principally  employees 
of  the  railway  company,  and  dealers  in 
lumber,  coal,  and  building  material,  receiv- 
ing freight  mainly  in  car-load  lots,  and 
whose  places  of  business  Were  situated  on 
or  near  the  switch  belonging  to  the  railway 
company,  which  extends  from  Lincoln  to 
University  Place,  a  distance  of  over  2  miles. 
On  the  part  of  the  appellees,  the  witnesses 
were  mainly  retail  merchants  in  the  vil- 
lage and  private  individuals  residing  there- 
in. It  is  unnecessary  to  set  forth  the  evi- 
dence at  length.  It  supports  the  findings 
of  fact  made  by  the  railway  commission 
hereinbefore  set  forth.  It  further  tends  to 
prove  that  the  establishment  of  the  station 
would  be  of  considerable  benefit  and  accom- 
modation to  persons  engaged  in  the  retail 
business  in  University  Place,  on  account 
of  the  fact  that,  as  matters  now  are,  freight 
in  smaller  lots  than  6,000  pounds,  or  less 
than  car-load  lots,  is  not  delivered  upon  the 
switch  by  the  railway  company,  but  can 
only  be  delivered  at  Lincoln  or  Havelock, 
and  from  either  of  these  points  must  be  de- 
livered to  University  Place  either  by  means 
of  the  Morris  Transportation  Company,  a 
company  operating  a  freight  and  express 
business  over  the  lines  of  the  Lincoln  Trac- 
tion Company  (which  is  a  street  railway 
corporation,  whose  lines  connect  Lincoln  and 
Havelock,  via  University  Place),  or  by 
being  hauled  by  drays  from  the  respective 
railway  stations  to  the  point  of  delivery. 
It  is  also  shown  that  passengers  arriving 
or  departing  from  local  trains  could  save 
much  time  if  there  was  a  station  house  at 
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or  near  Warren  avenue,  the  point  where 
the  station  was  ordered  to  be  erected.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  appellant's  evidence 
tends  to  show  that  the  cost  of  drayage  from 
the  proposed  station  to  the  stores  in  the 
village  would  be  but  little,  if  any,  less  than 
ia  now  charged  for  delivery  from  Havelock 
or  lineoln.  It  is  also  shown  that  the  sta- 
tion at  Havelock  is  less  than  a  mile  farther 
from  the  business  center  of  University 
Place  than  the  site  of  the  proposed  station, 
which  is  nearly  %  of  a  mile  from  such  cen- 
ter as.  it  now  is.  It  is  4V4  miles  by  street 
railway  from  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island,  & 
Pacific  passenger  station  in  Lincoln  to  Uni- 
versity Place,  with  fifteen  minutes  street 
car  service.  From  the  center  of  the  busi- 
ness portion  of  University  Place  to  the 
station  of  the  company  in  Havelock  is  I'/e 
miles.  This  station  is  also  reached  by  the 
street  car  lines  with  thirty  minutes  serv- 
ice from  University  Place  to  Havelock.  At 
present  there  are  no  sidewalks  from  the 
business  portion  of  University  Place  to  the 
proposed  site,  and  there  are  no  houses 
within  a  few  blocks.  The  testimony  of 
the  appellant's  witnesses  is  to  the  effect 
that  the  cost  of  erecting  the  station,  build- 
ing house  track  and  passing  track,  wells, 
stock  yards,  scales,  etc.,  would  amount  to 
nearly  $18,000,  and  the  annual  maintenance 
cost  would  be  nearly  $5,000.  It  is  also 
shown  that,  if  the  station  is  placed  directly 
at  the  intersection  of  Warren  avenue  and 
the  railway  track,  it  will  be  in  a  low  and 
wet  situation,  at  a  point  where  the  track 
is  curved,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  place 
the  station  on  the  outside  of  the  curve, 
which  will  be  on  the  side  of  the  track 
farthest  from  the  town.  The  merchants 
engaged  in  business  involving  heavy  articles, 
such  as  lumber,  cement,  coal,  etc.,  testify 
that  a  station  is  unnecessary,  while  the 
retail  dealers  testify  that  they  could  trans- 
act business  at  much  less  expense  and  re- 
ceive goods  more  expeditiously  if  they  could 
use  their  delivery  wagons  to  bring  goods 
from  a  station  in  University  Place.  They 
also  testify  that  a  local  market  for  farm 
products  would  be  built  up. 

The  statute  governing  the  powers  of  the 
court  on  this  appeal  is  as  follows:  "If  any 
railway  company,  common  carrier,  or  any 
person  or  persons  affected  thereby,  shall  be 
dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of  said  railway 
commission  .  .  .  with  reference  to  any 
•  .  .  order,  act,  or  regulation  made  or 
adopted  by  them,  .  .  .  such  dissatisfied 
railway  company,  common  carrier,  person,  or 
persons,  may  file  a  petition  setting  forth  the 
particular  cause  or  causes  of  objection  to 
such  decision  ...  or  order,  ...  in 
the  district  court  of  the  county  where  the 


as  a  court  of  equity,  against  said  commis- 
sion as  defendant.  ...  In  all  trials  un- 
der the  foregoing  article,  the  burden  of 
proof  shall  rest  upon  the  plaintiff,  who  must 
show  by  clear  and  satisfactory  evidence  that 
the  .  .  .  orders  .  .  .  complained  of 
are  unreasonable  and  unjust  to  it  or  them, 
and  the  record  of  the  decision  upon  said 
hearing  before  said  commission  shall,  when 
properly  authenticated  by  said  commission, 
be  received  in  evidence  in  the  trial  of  said 
cause,  that  said  .  .  .  order  ...  is 
prima  facie  just  and  reasonable."  Cobbey's 
Anno.  Stat.  §  10,665  (Laws  1907,  chap.  72, 
§  7). 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  entirely 
competent  for  the  legislature  to  provide  that 
the  burden  of  proof  should  rest  upon  the 
party  seeking  to  set  aside  the  decision  of  the 
commissioners,  to  show  by  clear  and  satis- 
factory evidence  that  the  order  is  unreason- 
able and  unjust,  and  that  the  record  should 
be  prima  facie  evidence  that  the  order  is 
just  and  reasonable.  It  will  be  seen  that 
this  provision  of  the  statute  applies  not  only 
to  orders  or  regulations  made  against  the 
contentions  of  the  railway  companies  or 
common  carriers,  but  as  well  when  the  relief 
prayed  for  by  those  complaining  of  the  car- 
riers is  by  the  order  of  the  commission  de- 
nied; so  that  there  ia  nothing  unfair  or 
unjust  to  the  railway  companies  or  discrimi- 
natory against  them  in  this  provision.  The 
party,  whether  complainant  or  defendant, 
against  whose  contention  the  decision  of  the 
railway  commission  is  made,  has  the  labor- 
ing oar  in  the  district  court,  regardless  of 
whether  it  is  a  private  individual  or  a  rail- 
road company  complaining.  In  an  ordinary 
action  appealed  to  this  court,  in  which  there 
has  been  a  trial  to  a  jury,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  the  party  assailing  the  verdict  upon 
the  ground  that  there  is  not  suflScient  evi- 
dence to  sustain  it,  to  assume  affirmatively 
the  burden  of  pointing  out  this  fact,  and  the 
established  rule  in  such  cases  is  that,  where 
the  evidence  is  conflicting,  the  verdict  of  the 
jury  will  not  be  disturbed  if  there  is  suffi- 
cient competent  testimony  to  uphold  it. 
The  question  in  such  a  case  is  not,  did  the 
jurors  draw  the  correct  conclusions  from  the 
evidence  before  them,  did  they  give  credit 
to  witnesses  who  were  unworthy  of  credit, 
and  disbelieve  other  witnesses  whose  evi- 
dence was  more  reliable,  thereby  reaching 
an  erroneous  conclusion, — but,  was  there  suf- 
ficient evidence  before  them  from  which,  if 
they  believed  it,  the  conclusion  might  be 
drawn.  And  so,  in  the  present  case,  the 
question  is  not  whether  this  court  or  the 
district  court  might,  if  the  question  were 
originally  before  it  for  its  determination, 
make  the  same  order  ns  made  by  the  rail- 


cause  of  action  arose  in  this  state,  sitting    way  commission,  but  whether  the  evidence 
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before  the  district  court  shows  "clearly  and 
satisfactorily"  that  the  order  was  unreason- 
able and  unjust. 

The  quantum  of  proof  required  to  estab- 
lish the  fact  that  the  order  of  tlie  commis- 
sion is  unreasonable  is  more  than  a  mere 
preponderance,  as  in  an  ordinary  case.  The 
evidence  must  outweigh  that  offered  by  the 
defendant,  and  it  must  be  of  the  same  clear 
and  satisfactory  nature  as  that  required  in 
other  cases  where  presumptions  of  validity 
attach  to  the  instrument  sought  to  be  set 
aside,  or  to  the  transaction  sought  to  bo 
declared  void.  Bingaman  v.  Bingaman,  85 
Neb.  248,  122  N.  W.  981;  Peterson  v.  Bauer, 
76  Neb.  652,  663,  107  N.  W.  993,  111  N.  W. 
361;  Doane  v.  Dunham,  64  Neb.  135,  89  N. 
W.  640;  Topping  v.  Jeanette,  64  Neb.  834, 
90  N.  W.  911;  Williams  v.  Miles,  68  Neb. 
463,  479,  62  L.  R.  A.  383,  110  Am.  St.  Rep. 
431,  94  N.  W.  706,  96  N.  W.  151,  4  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  306.  In  Minneapolis,  St.  P.  k  S. 
Ste.  M.  R.  Co.  V.  Railroad  Commission,  136 
Wis.  146,  17  L.R.A.(NJS.)  821,  116  N.  W. 
805,  the  facts  were  that  the  Wisconsin  rail- 
way commission,  after  a  complaint  and 
hearing,  ordered  the  railway  company  to 
erect  a  platform,  and  stop  its  local  pas- 
senger trains  at  a  certain  point  midway 
between  two  stations  which  were  between 
7  and  8  miles  apart.  On  appeal  to  the  cir- 
cuit court,  that  court  found  that  the  order 
of  the  'commission  was  not  unreasonable, 
and  refused  to  vacate  it.  In  an  elaborate 
and  learned  opinion  (after  argument  and 
submission  and  reargument)  the  power  of 
the  legislature  to  confer  upon  the  courts 
authority  to  review  the  reasonableness  of 
rules  or  orders  of  the  railway  commission, 
the  scope  of  such  review,  and  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  word  "unreasonable"  in  the 
language  of  the  act,  were  fully  considered. 
It  may  be  said  here  that  the  language  of 
our  statute  in  this  respect  is  substantially 
identical  with  that  of  the  Wisconsin  statute. 
The  court  said:  "If  this  court  or  the  cir- 
cuit court  were,  by  the  statute  in  question, 
authorized  to  investigate  the  subject  anew, 
to  put  itself  in  the  plaxie  of  the  commission, 
and  search  for  this  reasonable  and  just  rate, 
with  power  to  substitute  its  own  judgment 
of  what  is  reasonable  and  just  for  the  judg- 
ment of  the  commissioners,  the  statute 
might  be  subject  to  ^rave  criticism.  But 
the  courts  are  not  by  this  statute  so  au- 
thorized. The  authority  given  to  the  circuit 
court  is  not  to  search  for  or  disclose  or 
declare  this  'reasonable  and  just'  rate  or 
service,  but  merely  to  determine  whether 
the  order  of  the  commission  is  'unreason- 
able,'— quite  a  different  thing." 

Unless  the  plaintiff  is  able  to  show  by 
clear  and  satisfactory  evidence  that  the 
order  of  the  commission  complained  of  is 
2«(  L.R.A.(K.S.) 


unlawful  or  unreasonable,  as  the  eaae  may 
be,  the  order  must  stand.  The  words  "dear 
and  satisfactory  evidence"  are  significant, 
because,  at  the  time  of  the  enactment  of 
this  statute,  they  were  used  in  the  law  of 
this  state  to  describe  a  degree  of  proof 
greater  than  a  preponderance  of  evidence, 
and  such  as  was  necessary  in  order  to  estab- 
lish fraud  by  that  party  to  an  action  upon 
whom  the  burden  of  proof  rested.  We  must 
hold  that,  in  the  statute  before  the  court, 
the  legislature  used  the  words  "clear  and 
satisfactory"  in  this  sense,  and  intended 
they  should  describe  that  degree  of  proof 
necessary  to  establish  fraud  or  prove  mis- 
take in  a  written  instrument.  A  similar 
conclusion  was  reached  by  the  supreme  court 
of  Oklahoma  in  Atchison,  T.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co. 
v.  State  (Okla.)  100  Pac.  16,  and  in  Atchi- 
son, T.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  State  (Okla.)  101 
Pac.  262,  and  by  the  supreme  court  of 
Louisiana  in  Morgan's  L.  &  T.  R.  &  S.  S. 
Co.  V.  Railroad  Commission,  109  La.  247,  33 
So.  214. 

Before  the  creation  of  the  railway  com- 
mission, the  courts  of  this  state  exerted  the 
authority  to  require  railway  companies  by 
mandamus  to  provide  necessary  facilities  for 
the  public.  State  ex  rel.  Mattoon  v.  Repub- 
lican Valley  R.  Co.  17  Neb.  647,  52  Am. 
Rep.  424,  24  N.  W.  329;  Id.,  18  Neb.  512, 
26  N.  W.  206.  But,  unless  public  necessity 
requires,  the  discretion  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany in  establishing  and  maintaining  its 
stations  should  not  be  interfered  with.  Chi- 
cago 4.  N.  W.  R.  Co.  V.  State,  74  Neb.  77, 
103  N.  W.  1087.  In  Chicago  &  A.  R.  Co.  v. 
People,  162  111.  230,  26  L.R.A.  224,  38  N. 
E.  662,  a  mandamus  was  sought  to  compel 
the  railway  company  to  establish  a  station 
at  Upper  Alton,  which  was  refused.  The 
facts  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  opinion.  In 
the  case  in  this  court  first  above  referred 
to,  a  mandamus  was  issued  to  compel  the 
Republican  Valley  R.  Co.  to  establish  a 
station  at  Blue  Springs,  a  town  of  about 
1,500  people,  at  a  point  outside  of  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  Blue  Springs,  and  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  another  station  at 
the  town  of  Wymore.  Considering  the  facts 
in  the  Nebraska  case,  and  comparing  them 
with  those  in  the  Illinois  case,  we  think  the 
comparison  clearly  demonstrates  that  what 
might  be  considered  just  and  reasonable  and 
necessary  by  one  court  may  be  considered 
unjust  and  unreasonable  by  another.  If  the 
order  to  establish  a  station  at  Blue  Springs 
under  the  circumstances  at  the  time  and 
place  was  just  and  reasonable,  to  provide 
necessary  facilities  for  the  public,  then  we 
are  convinced  that  the  order  establishing  a 
station  at  University  Place  falls  within  that 
category. 

The  railroad  company  insists  that  the  cost 
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of  conitmcting  a  station  and  necessary  side 
tricks,  etc.,  would  much  exceed  the  pecun- 
iary benefit  derived  by  it  from  such  eatab- 
liibment,  would  not  justify  the  outlay,  and 
would  be  to  that  extent  confiscatory.  The 
cost  of  the  proposed  improvement  is  not  in 
all  cases  a  proper  test  for  determining  the 
reasonableness  of  such  an  order.  It  is 
proper  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  but 
it  ia  not  controlling.  It  is  not  contended 
that  the  amount  to  be  expended  is  so  exces- 
aive  that  it  will  diminish  the  company's 
revenues  relatively  to  any  great  extent. 
The  mere  fact  that  the  income  from  the 
expenditure  at  that  particular  point  upon 
its  line  may  not  earn  a  fair  return  upon 
the  capital  invested  at  that  point  can  only 
be  considered  in  connection  with  the  revenue 
from  the  entire  operation  of  the  road  within 
the  state  at  least.  As  said  by  Mr.  Justice 
White  in  his  opinion  in  Atlantic  Coast  Ijne 
R.  Co.  y.  North  Carolina  Corp.  Commission, 
206  L'.  S.  1.  26,  61  L.  ed.  933,  945,  27  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  585,  11  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  398: 
"It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  mere  incur- 
rin);  of  a  loss  from  the  performance  of  such 
a  duty  does  not,  in  and  of  itself,  necessarily 
give  rise  to  the  conclusion  of  unreasonable- 
nc'^,  as  would  be  the  case  where  the  whole 
!<'heme  of  rates  was  unreasonable,  under  the 
<!<Hlrine  of  Smyth  v.  Ames,  169  U.  S.  466, 
42  L.  ed.  819,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  418,  or  under 
the  concessions  made  in  the  two  proposi- 
tions we  have  stated.  Of  course,  the  fact 
that  the  furni!<hing  of  a  necessary  facility 
ordered  may  occasion  an  incidental  pecunia- 
ry loss  is  an  important  criteria  to  be  taken 
into  view  in  determining  the  reasonableness 
of  the  order,  but  it  is  not  the  only  one. 
As  the  duty  to  furnish  necessary  facilities 
is  cotcrminus  with  the  powers  of  the  cor- 
poration, the  obligation  to  discharge  that 
duty  must  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  nature  and  productiveness  of  the  cor- 
porate business  as  a  whole,  the  character  of 
the  services  required,  and  the  public  need 
for  its  performance."  See  also  Wisconsin.- 
M.  t  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Jacobson,  179  U.  S.  287. 
*3  h.  ed.  194,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  115;  Mor- 
gan's L.  4  T.  R.  &  S.  S.  Co.  V.  Railroad 
Commission,  supra. 

It  is  also  objected  that  the  place  desig- 
nated for  the  erection  of  the  station  is  upon 
a  curve,  and  at  a  point  where  the  track  is 
elevated,  and  the  land  is  low  and  wet.  The 
order,  however,  docs  not  require  the  erection 
of  the  station  exactly  at  the  intersection  of 
Warren  avenue.  It  will  be  a  sufficient  com- 
pliance if  it  is  placed  at  a  point  as  near  as 
possible  to  Warren  avenue,  consistent  with 
the  safe,  necessary,  and  proper  operation  of 
the  railway,  and  having  regard  to  public 
eonvenienre,  and  the  order  of  the  commis- 
sion. 
28  LJLA.(N5.) 


Upon  the  whole  case,  the  evidence  con- 
vinces us  that  the  principal  ground  for  com- 
plaint is  the  lack  of  facilities  for  the  recep- 
tion and  Bending  out  of  freight  in  less  than 
ear-load  lots,  and  that  it  is  open  to  question 
whether  the  necessity  of  a  station  at  the 
point  designated  for  the  accommodation  of 
passenger  traffic  alone  would  be  enough  to 
justify  the  commission  in  making  the  order. 
The  street  car  facilities  from  University 
Place  to  the  Havelock  and  Lincoln  stations 
of  the  railway  company,  and  the  means  of 
delivery  of  personal  baggage,  are  perhaps  as 
convenient  for  passengers  as  from  many 
points  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
city  of  Lincoln.  However,  it  is  not  the 
inconvenience  to  passengers  alone,  but  the 
whole  demand  for  both  freight  and  passen- 
ger service  that  must  be  considered,  and  if, 
taking  all  the  circumstances  into  considera- 
tion, the  order  is  not  unreasonable,  we  have 
no  power  to  set  it  aside. 

Under  all  the  facts  in  evidence,  and  giving 
the  statutory  presumption  proper  weight, 
we  are  satisfied  that  the  order  of  the  com- 
mission is  not  unreasonable,  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  District  Court  bo  finding  is 
affirmed. 


UNITED     STATES     CIRCUIT    COURT 
OF  APPflALiS,  SECOND  CIRCUIT. 

RE  FREDERICK  R.  WHITE,  Bankrupt 

(98  C.  C.  A.  206,  174  Fed.  333.) 

Bankruptcy  —  insnrance    policy  —  right 
of  trustee. 

1.  The  trustee  has  a  right  to  surrender 
insurance  on  the  life  of  the  bankrupt,  and 
receive  the  proceeds,  where  the  policy  pro- 
vides that  it  shall  be  payable  to  his  wife  if 
she  survive  him,  otherwise  to  bis  estate,  or 
to  any  beneficiary  to  be  named  by  him,  and 


Note.    —   L{fe   insurance    as   assets    o1 
hatikrupt. 

The  earlier  cases  on  this  tpestion  are  in- 
cluded in  the  note  to  Morris  ▼.  Dodd,  60 
L.R.A.  33. 

It  is  not  intended  to  discuss  such  cases  as 
Re  Adams,  104  Fed.  72;  Re  Becker,  106 
Fed.  64,  6  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  438;  Re  Bla- 
lock,  118  Fed.  679,  9  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  269, 
and  Re  Towne,  122  Fed.  313,  10  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  284,  where  the  question  considered  is 
whether  the  omission  of  insurance  policies 
from  the  schedule  is  such  fraud  as  will 
preclude  a  discharge  in  bankruptcy.  The 
substantive  question  here  considered  is  rela- 
tive to  the  rights  of  the  trustee  in  bankrupt- 
cy to  insurance  policies,  granting  or  as- 
suming that  they  nave  been  properly  sched- 
uled. 

On  the  right  of  creditors  to  reach  option 
of  insured  to  receive  cash  surrender  value  of 
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whieh  permits  the  insured  himself  at  any 
time  to  surrender  the  policy  for  paid-up  in- 
surance or  other  value. 
Same  ^  exemption  ^  statatory  provi- 
sion. 

2.  A  statute  permitting  a  married  woman 
to  take  out  insurance  on  her  husband's  life 
does  not  render  exempt,  under  the  bank- 
ruptcy act,  the  policy  taken  out  by  him 
and  payable  to  her  if  she  survives  him,  other- 
wise to  his  estate  or  beneficiary  designated 
by  him,  and  which  may  be  surrendered  by 
him  for  cash  or  value. 

(Coze,  Circuit  Judge,  dissents.) 

(November  9,  1909.) 

PETITION  to  review  an  order  of  the  Bis- 
trict  Court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  iSouthem  District  of  New  York  denying 
the  application  of  Alfred  Yankauer,  trustee 


in  bankruptcy  of  Frederick  R.  White,  for 
authority  to  surrender  a  policy  of  insuranee 
on  the  bankrupt's  life  and  to  collect  the  ■or' 
render  value  thereof.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Argued  before  Lacombe,  Coxe,  and  Ward, 
Circuit  Judges. 

Messrs.  Maurice  P.  Davidson  and  Ber- 
nard Naumbnrc  with  Messrs.  Yankauer 

6  Davidson,  for  petitioner: 

Powers  which  the  bankrupt  might  have 
exercised  for  his  own  benefit  pass  to  his 
trustee  in  bankruptcy. 

Re  Phelps,  15  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  173. 

The  bankrupt  had  an  assignable  interest 
in  the  policy,  which  passed  to  the  trustee. 

Re  Diack,  3  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  723,  100 
Fed.  770;  Re  Boardman,  4  Am.  Bankr.  Rep. 
620,  103  Fed.  783;  Waldron  v.  Becker,  33 
Misc.  182,  68  N.  Y.  Supp.  402;  Re  Holden, 

7  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  616,  113  Fed.  141;  Re 


policy,  and  their  right  to  reach  policies 
having  a  cash  surrender  value,  see  the  case 
note  appended  to  McCutchen  v.  Townsend, 
16  L.R.A.(N.S.)   316. 

Section  6  of  the  bankruptcy  act  provides : 
"This  act  shall  not  affect  the  allowance  to 
bankrupts  of  the  exemptions  which  are  pre- 
scribed by  the  state  laws  in  force  at  the 
time  of  the  filing  of  the  petition  in  the 
state  wherein  they  have  had  their  domicil 
for  the  six  months,  or  the  greater  portion 
thereof,  immediately  preceding  the  filing 
of  the  petition."  30  Stat,  at  L.  548,  chap. 
641,  U.  8.  Comp.   Stat.   1901,  p.   3424. 

Section  70a  provides:  "The  trustee  of  the 
estate  of  a  bankrupt,  upon  his  appointment 
and  qualification,  and  his  successor  or  suc- 
cessors, if  he  shall  have  one  or  more,  upon 
his  or  their  appointment  and  qualification, 
shall  in  turn  be  vested,  by  operation  of  law, 
with  the  title  of  the  bankrupt,  as  of  the 
date  he  was  adjudged  a  bankrupt,  except  in 
BO  far  as  it  is  to  property  which  is  exempt, 
to  all  .  .  .  (5)  property  which,  prior 
to  the  filing  of  the  petition,  he  could  by  any 
means  have  transierred,  or  which  might 
have  been  levied  upon  and  sold  under  ju- 
dicial process  against  him:  Provided,  that, 
when  any  bankrupt  shall  have  any  insur- 
ance policy  which  has  a  cash  surrender  val- 
ue payable  to  himself,  his  estate,  or  person- 
al representatives,  he  may,  within  thirty 
days  after  the  cash  surrender  value  has 
been  ascertained  and  stated  to  the  trus- 
tee, by  the  company  issuing  the  same, 
pay  or  secure  to  the  trustee  the  sum  so  as- 
certained and  stated,  and  continue  to  hold, 
own,  and  carry  such  policy  free  from  the 
claims  of  the  creditors  participating  in  the 
distribution  of  his  estate  under  the  bank- 
ruptcy proceedings,  otherwise  the  policy 
shall  pass  to  the  trustee  as  assets."  30  Stat, 
at  L.  565,  chap.  541,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  JOOl, 
p.  3451. 

Whether  §  70a  qualifies  §  6  is  a  question 
as  to  which  there  has  been  some  divergence 
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of  opinion.  But  the  question  has  now  been 
passed  upon  by  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  which  says  that  it  does  not  quali- 
fy §  0.  This  conclusion  was  readied  in 
Holden  v.  Stratton,  198  U.  S.  202,  49  U  ed. 
1018,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  656,  14  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  94,  reversing,  "51  C.  C.  A.  97,  113  Fed. 
141,  52  C.  C.  A.  346,  114  Fed.  650  (ninth 
circuit).  The  Supreme  Court  said:  "Con- 
sidering the  matter  originally,  it  is,  we 
think,  apparent  that  §  6  is  couched  in  un- 
limited terms,  and  is  accompanied  with  no 
qualification  whatever.  Even  a  superficial 
analysis  of  §  70a  demonstrates  that  that  sec- 
tion deals  not  with  exemptions,  but  solely 
with  the  nature  and  character  of  property 
title  to  which  passes  to  the  trustee  m  bank- 
ruptcy. The  opening  clause  of  the  section 
declares  that  the  trustee,  after  his  appoint- 
ment, shall  be  vested,  'by  operation  of  law, 
with  the  title  of  the  bankrupt,  .  .  .  ex- 
cept in  so  far  as  it  is  to  property  which  is 
exempt,'  and  this  is  followed  by  an  enumer- 
ation, under  six  headings,  of  the  various 
classes  of  property  which  pass  to  the  trus- 
tee. Clearly,  the  words,  'except  in  so  far  as 
it  is  to  property  which  is  exempt,'  make 
manifest  that  it  was  the  intention  to  ex- 
clude from  the  enumeration  property  ex- 
empt by  the  act.  This  qualification  neces- 
sarily controls  all  the  enumerations,  and, 
therefore,  excludes  exempt  property  from 
all  the  provisions  contained  in  the  respec- 
tive enumerations.  The  meaning  now  sought 
to  be  given  to  the  proviso  cannot  in  reason 
be  affixed  to  it  without  holding  that  the 
words,  'except  in  so  far  as  it  is  to  property 
which  is  exempt,'  do  not  control  and 
limit  the  proviso.  But  to  sa^  this  is  to 
read  out  of  the  section  the  dominant  limita- 
tion which  it  contains,  and,  therefore,  to 
segregate  the  proviso  from  its  context,  and 
cause  it  to  mean  exactly  the  reverse  of 
what,  when  read  in  connection  with  the  con- 
text, it  necessarily  implies.  It  is,  however, 
argued  that,  unless   the  proviso  be  given 
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Slingluff,  5  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  76,  106  Fed. 
154;  Re  Welling,  51  0.  C.  A.  151,  7  Am. 
Bankr.  Rep.  340,  113  Fed.  189;  Re  Phelps, 
15  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  170;  Re  Coleman,  69 
C.  C.  A.  496,  14  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  461,  136 
Fed.  818. 

The  policy  issued  to  the  bankrupt  has  a 
cash  surrender  value. 

Hiscock  V.  Mertens,  17  Am.  Bankr.  Rep. 
483;  Holden  v.  Stratton,  198  U.  S.  214,  49 
L.  ed.  1022,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  656. 

The  cash  surrender  vaMe  of  the  policy  is 
payable,  at  the  option  of  the  bankrupt,  to 
himself  at  any  time. 

Re  Boardman,  4  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  620; 
Re  Steele,  3  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  549;  Re 
Phelps,  supra. 

The  interest  of  the  bankrupt  (the  in- 
sured) in  the  policy  of  insurance  is  entitled 
to  no  exemption. 

Duncan  v.  Ferguson-McKinney  Dry  Goods 


Co.  18  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  155;  McCarthy  v. 
CoflSn,  18  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  148. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Grossman,  with  Mr.  Ii.  E. 
Warren,  for  respondent. 

Ward,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the  opin- 
ion of  the  court: 

This  is  a  petition  to  review  an  order  of 
the  district  court  denying  the  apglication  of 
the  trustee  for  authority  to  surrender  an 
ordinary  policy  of  insurance  on  the  bank- 
rupt's life,  and  collect  the  surrender  value 
thereof.  The  policy  is  dated  January  8, 
1889,  in  the  Penn  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company  of  Philadelphia,  described  as  a 
trust  certificate,  whereby  the  company 
agrees  to  pay  $5,000  to  the  wife  of  the  in- 
sured, if  she  survive  him,  in  ten  annual 
payments  of  $500  each.  If  she  predecease 
him,  the  policy  is  payable  to  his  estate,  or 
to  any  beneficiary  named  by  him.    If,  after 


the  import  attributed  to  it,  and  be  treated 
as  not  subject  to  the  limitation  implied  by 
the  words  creating  the  exception  as  to  ex- 
empt property,  that  it  becomes  meaningless, 
and  hence,  under  the  rule  of  construction 
which  commands  that  effect  must  be  given 
if  possible  to  all  parts  of  a  statute,  the 
proviso  must  be  construed  as  wholly  dis- 
connected from  the  clause  aa  to  exempt 
property.  The  premise  upon  which  this 
proposition  rests  is  a  mistaken  one.  As 
§  70a  deals  only  with  property  which,  not 
being  exempt,  passes  to  the  trustee,  the  mis- 
sion of  the  proviso  was,  in  the  interest  of 
the  perpetuation  of  policies  of  life  insur- 
ance, to  provide  a  rule  by  which,  where 
such. policies  passed  to  the  trustee  because 
they  were  not  exempt,  if  they  had  a 
surrender  value,  their  future  operation 
could  be  preserved  by  vesting  the  bank- 
rupt with  the  privilege  of  paying  such 
surrender  value,  whereby  the  policy  would 
be  withdrawn  out  of  the  category  of  an  as- 
set of  the  estate.  That  is  to  say,  the  pur- 
pose of  the  proviso  was  to  confer  a  benefit 
upon  the  insured  bankrupt  by  limiting  the 
character  of  the  interest  in  a  nonexempt  life 
insurance  policy,  which  should  pass  to  the 
trustee,  and  not  to  cause  such  a  policy  when 
exempt  to  become  an  asset  of  the  estate. 
When  the  purpose  of  the  proviso  is  thus  as- 
certained, it  becomes  apparent  that  to  main- 
tain the  construction  which  the  argument 
seeks  to  affix  to  the  proviso  would  cause  it 
to  produce  a  result  diametrically  opposed 
to  its  spirit  and  to  the  purpose  it  was  in- 
tended to  subserve."  This  case  involved  two 
policies  payable  to  the  wife  of  the  insured 
m  the  event  of  her  surviving  her  husband, 
otherwise  to  his  estate  or  assigns,  and  for 
one  of  which  the  husband,  if  surviving  the 
designated  period,  might,  upon  surrender- 
ing it,  recover  its  full  cash  value.  The 
court  held  that  the  Washington  statute  ex- 
empting from  liability  for  debt  the  proceeds 
or  avails  of  all  life  insurance  included  both 
26  LJt.A.(N.S.) 


of  these  policies.  It  should  also  be  noted 
that  both  the  insured  and  his  wife  were 
bankrupts,  and  that  the  case  involved  a 
consolidation  of  the  proceedings  against 
each  of  them. 

In  the  foregoing  case,  the  court  referred 
to  the  conflicting  views  with  respect  to  this 
question,  as  represented  on  the  one  hand 
by  Re  Scheld,  52  L.R.A.  188,  44  C.  C.  A. 
233,  104  Fed.  870,  6  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  102 
(ninth  circuit),  holding  that  §  6  is  limited 
by  §  70a,  with  the  result  that  a  policy 
which  has  a  cash  surrender  value  passes  to 
the  trustee  as  assets,  unless  the  cash  value 
is  paid  or  secured  to  the  trustee,  although 
the  policy  is  exempt  under  the  state  laws; 
and  on  the  other  hand  by  Steele  v.  Buel,  44 
C.  C.  A.  287,  104  Fed.  968,  5  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  165  (eighth  circuit),  reversing  98  Fed. 
78  (cited  in  the  note  in  50  L.R.A.  33),  hold- 
ing that  instead  of  nullifying  the  basic  rule 
of  exemption  established  by  §  6,  and  cur- 
tailing the  exemption  under  the  state  law, 
the  proviso  to  clause  5  of  §  70a  was  intend- 
ed to,  and  does,  give  the  bankrupt  a  right 
which,  in  states  whose  laws  do  not  exempt 
policies,  he  would  not  have  without  it,  and 
that  the  proviso  is  operative  only  in  those 
states  whose  laws  do  not  exempt  policies  of 
insurance,  and  has  no  application  in  states 
whose  laws  do  exempt  them.  The  court  in 
the  Holden  Case  adopts  the  rule  of  the 
Steele  Case,  and  therefore  necessarily  repu- 
diates the  contrary  rule  of  the  Scheld  Case. 
It  is  thought  that  benefit  may  be  derived 
from'  reading,  in  addition  to  the  preceding 
quotation  from  the  Holden  Case,  the  follow- 
ing language  used  in  the  Steele  Case:  "The 
only  right  or  title  the  trustee  has  to  any  of 
the  bankrupt's  property  is  acquired  under 
this  section  [70].  It  vests  the  title  of  the 
property  in  the  trustee,  'except  in  so  far  as 
it  is  to  property  which  is  exempt.'  How 
is  it  to  be  known  what  'is  exempt?'  There 
is  but  one  source  of  information  on  that 
subject,  and  that  is  the  state  law  adopted 
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pajonent  of  two  annual  payments,  the  policy 
lapses  for  nonpayment  of  premiums,  the 
company  will,  on  the  decease  of  the  insured, 
issue  a  policy  of  paid-up  insurance  for  a 
certain  amount,  to  the  beneficiary.  It  is 
provided,  however,  that  the  insured  himself 
may  at  any  time  surrender  the  policy  for 
"paid-up  insurance  or  other  value." 

The  district  judge  was  of  opinion  that  the 
wife  of  the  bankrupt  was  the  legal  owner  of 
the  policy;  that  it  was  her  property,  and, 
if  the  insured  had  the  option  of  terminating 
her  ownership,  he  had  not  exercised  it. 
But  we  think  the  policy  is  the  property  of 
the  husband,  that  the  contract  is  made  with 
him,  and  that  the  wife's  interest  depends 
on  the  contingency  of  her  surviving  him.  If 
the  property  in  the  policy  were  absolutely 


the  wife's,  the  insurance  would  be  payable 
upon  her  death  to  her  estate.  Certainly  the 
bankrupt  has  an  interest  in  the  policy.  If 
he  survive  his  wife,  the  insurance  will  be 
payable,  not  to  her  estate,  but  to  him,  or  to 
his  estate,  or  to  a  beneficiary  designated  by 
him.  This  is  a  vested  future  interest.  Be- 
sides this,  though  not  obliged  by  the  con- 
tract to  do  BO,  the  company  is  willing,  ap- 
parently, under  the  option  given  the  insured 
to  surrender  the  policy  for  paid-up  insur- 
ance or  other  value,  to  pay  the  sum  of 
$1,804.23  upon  its  surrender.  The  situation 
is  exactly  the  same  as  if  the  policy  contained 
a  stipulation  for  a  cash  surrender  value. 
Hiscock  V.  Mertens,  205  U.  S.  202,  51  L.  ed. 
771,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  488,  affirming  this 
court  in  Re  Mertens,  73  C.  C.  A.  561,  142 


by  §  6,  and  the  legal  effect  of  this  exception 
is  precisely  the  same  as  if  it  read,  'except 
property  which  is  exempt  under  the  state 
law.'  This  exception  must  be  read  into 
every  other  clause  and  provision  of  the 
section.  The  fifth  clause  of  this  section 
shows  conclusively  that  the  construction 
of  the  proviso  contended  for  by  the  trustee 
is  wholly  inadmissible.  By  the  plain  lan- 
guage of  this  clause  of  this  section,  tlie 
trustee  is  invested  with  the  title  to  all  the 
bankrupt's  'property  which,  prior  to  the 
filing  of  the  petition,  he  could  by  any 
means  have  transferred.  .  .  .  '  Now, 
the  bankrupt  could  have  transferred  every 
particle  of  property  he  owned  prior  to  the 
filing  of  the  petition,  and  why  does  not  the 
trustee  set  up  a  claim  to  all  of  it  under 
this  clause  f  Because  it  is  felt  that,  if  such 
a  claim  was  made,  it  must  fail,  for  the 
reason  that  it  would  be  perceived  at  once 
that  to  grant  it  would  completely  nullify 
§  6  and  all  exemptions  under  state  laws, 
leaving  the  bankrupt  without  any  exemption 
whatever.  But  there  is  just  as  much  reason 
for  the  trustee  claiming  under  this  clause  all 
the  property  exempt  under  the  state  law, 
as  there  is  for  claiming  a  part  of  it.  The 
difference  is  one  of  degree  only.  It  is  ob- 
vious that  §  6  must  be  read  into  this  clause, 
if  that  section  is  to  have  any  elTect  at  all, 
and  the  bankrupt  to  be  allowed  any  exemp- 
tions. But  the  clause  of  the  fifth  para- 
graph immediately  preceding  the  proviso, 
and  to  which  the  proviso,  according  to 
the  accepted  rule  for  the  construction 
of  provisos,  must  be  referred,  removes 
all  doubt  as  to  wliat  is  meant  by  the 
proviso.  In  connection  it  reads:  'The  trus- 
tee .  .  .  shall  be  vested,  by  operation 
of  law,  with  the  title  of  the  bankrupt, 
.  .  .  to  all  property  which  might  have 
been  levied  upon  and  sold  under  judicial 
process:  Provided,  that,  when  any  bank- 
rupt shall  have  any  insurance  policy  which 
has  a  cash  surrender  value,'  etc.  What 
kind  of  an  insurance  policy  is  here  meantt 
Plainly  and  obviously  an  insurance  'which 
might  have  been  levied  upon  and  sold  under 
judicial  process,'  and  as  to  such  policies 
the  proviso  makes  a  provision  by  which  the 
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bankrupt  may  retain  his  policy  by  paying 
its  cash  surrender  value,  and  thus  retain 
the  benefit  of  the  low  rate  of  premium  ob- 
tained when  he  was  younger,  and  which 
could  not  be  obtained  on  a  new  policy. 
Moreover,  the  proviso  is  to  be  read  in  the 
light  of  §  6,  and  made  to  harmonize  with  it 
and  the  other  provisions  of  §  70,  and,  giv- 
ing due  effect  and  operation  to  this  rule  df 
construction,  the  proviso  means  precisely 
what  it  would  if  it  read,  'provided,  that, 
when  any  bankrupt  shall  have  any  insur- 
ance policy  not  exempt.' " 

Two  cases  in  addition  to  the  Holden  Case 
have  been  found,  where  the  beneficiary  was 
the  bankrupt. 

The  Tennessee  statute  providing  that  any 
insurance  effected  by  the  husband  on  his 
life  shall  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  widow 
and  children,  free  from  the  claims  of  his 
creditors,  does  not  operate  to  render  a  wife 
who  is  the  beneficiary  in  a  policy  effected  by 
the  husband  on  his  life,  a  trustee  of  the 
fund  for  herself  and  children,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  policy  from  passing  to  her  trustee 
in  bankruptcy.  Re  Day,  176  Fed.  377  (D.  0. 
M.  D.  Tenn.). 

The  trustee  of  the  beneficiary  in  insur- 
ance policies  who  has  assigned  tliem  to  her 
daughters  cannot  recover  the  proceeds  from 
the  daughters  by  merely  alleging  that  the 
bankrupt  was  tlie  beneficiary,  but  he  must 
allege  that  she  had  property  in  them  which 
she  could  have  transferred,  etc.  Carr  v. 
Myers.  211  Pa.  349,  15  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  116, 
60  Atl.  913. 

In  the  greater  number  of  cases  the  in- 
sured was  the  bankrupt. 

Policies   exempt   under   state   laws. 

As  has  been  seen,  if  the  policy  is  exempt 
under  state  laws,  the  trustee  has  no  claim 
thereto. 

Thus,  a  policy  in  endovrment  form,  pay- 
able to  the  bankrupt  at  a  certain  date, 
and,  if  he  should  die  sooner,  to  his  wife  if 
living,  otlierwise  to  his  executors,  is  within 
the  provisions  of  Pennsylvania  statutes  that 
all  policies  of  life  insiirance  upon  the  life 
of  any  person,  taken  out  for  the  benefit  of 
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Fed.  445.  These  are  clearly  interests  of  the 
bankrupt  which  go  to  the  trustee  under 
§  70a  (5)  of  the  bankruptcy  act  (Act  July 
1,  1898,  chap.  541,  30  Stat,  at  L.  565,  U.  S. 
Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p.  3451),  subject,  of 
course,  to  the  privilege  therein  reserved  to 
the  bankrupt  to  keep  the  policy  free  from 
the  claims  of  his  creditors  participating  in 
the  distribution  of  his  estate,  by  paying  its 
value,  $1,804.23,  to  the  trustees.  Re  Cole- 
man, 69  C.  C.  A.  496,  136  Fed.  818. 

But  it  is  contended  that,  irrespective  of 
the  foregoing  considerations,  the  policy  is 
exempt  under  §  6  of  the  bankruptcy  act,  by 
virtue  of  §  52  of  the  domestic  relations  law 
of  the  state  of  New  York  (N.  Y.  Consol. 
Laws,  chap.  19),  where  the  bankrupt  resided 
for  six  months  before  the  adjudication.    It 


reads  as  follows:  "A  married  woman  may, 
in  her  own  name,  or  in  the  name  of  a  third 
person,  with  his  consent,  as  her  trustee, 
cause  the  life  of  her  husband  to  be  insured 
for  a  definite  period,  or  for  the  term  of  his 
natural  life.  Where  a  married  woman  sur- 
vives such  period  or  term,  she  is  entitled 
to  receive  the  insurance  money  payable  by 
the  terms  of  the  policy,  as  her  separate 
property,  and  free  from  any  claim  of  a 
creditor  or  representative  of  her  husband, 
except  that  where  the  premium  actually 
paid  annually  out  of  the  husband's  property 
exceeds  $500  that  portion  of  the  insurance 
money  which  is  purchased  by  excess  of  pre- 
mium above  $600  is  primarily  liable  for  the 
husband's  debts.  The  policy  may  provide 
that  the  insurance,  if  the  married  woman 


his  wife,  shall  be  vested  in  the  wife  free 
from  all  claims  of  his  creditors,  and  that 
a  policy  of  insurance  expressed  to  be  for 
the  benefit  of  any  married  woman,  whether 
procured  by  herself,  her  husband,  or  any 
other  person,  shall  inure  to  her  separate 
.use  and  benefit,  independently  of  her  hus- 
band or  his  creditors,  or  the  person  effect- 
ing the  same  or  his  creditors;  and  such 
policy  is  therefore  within  §  6  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy act  which  gives  effect  to  the  state 
exemption  statutes.  Re  Booss,  154  Fed. 
494,  18  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  658  (D.  C.  E.  D. 
Pa.). 

And  the  trustee  can  claim  no  right  to  a 
policy  on  the  life  of  the  bankrupt,  payable 
to  his  wife,  although  the  policy  gives  -the 
bankrupt  the  right  to  change  the  benefi- 
ciary with  the  insurance  company's  consent, 
since  the  policy  is  exempt  under  the  Ken- 
tucky statute  providing  that,  when  a  policy 
is  etrected  by  n  person  on  his  own  life, 
the  lawful  l>eneficiary  thereof,  other  than 
himself  or  his  legal  representatives,  shall  be 
entitled  to  its  proceeds  as  against  the 
creditors  and  representatives  of  the  ])erson 
effecting  the  same.  Re  Pfaflinger,  104  Fed. 
526,  21  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  255  (D.  C.  W.  D. 
Ky.). 

So,  the  trustee  is  not  entitled  to  the  cash 
surrender  value  of  a  policy  which  was  orig- 
inally payable  to  the  estate  of  the  bankrupt, 
but  which  he  has  assigned  to  his  wife,  since 
the  surrender  value  is  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Georgia  statute  exempting  from  the 
claims  of  creditors  the  sum  or  amount  of  in- 
surance effected  by  any  person  for  his  own 
benefit  or  estate,  and  becoming  due  and 
parable  by  the  terms  of  the  application  and 
policy.  Chandler  v.  Traub,  159  Ala.  519, 
49  So.  240. 

And  the  trustee  has  no  claims,  except  for 
the  amount  of  premiums  paid  by  the  bank- 
rupt while  insolvent,  in  a  policy  which  was 
originally  payable  to  the  bankrupt  or  his 
executors  or  assign;,  and  which  he  subse- 
quently assigned  to  liis  wife,  since  it  is  ex- 
empt under  the  Massachusetts  statute  pro- 
viding that  every  policy  assigned  to  a  mar- 
ried woman  shall  inure  to  her  separate  use 
and  benefit,  provided  that  the  amount  of 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


any  premiums  paid  in  fraud  of  creditors 
shall  inure  to  their  benefit.  Bailey  v.  Wood, 
202  Mass.  563,  89  N.  E.  149. 

And  the  husband's  trustee  in  bankruptcy 
takes  no  interest  in  a  policy  on  his  life 
payable  to  his  wife,  which  reserves  to  the 
insured  the  right  to  change  the  beneficiary, 
where,  such  right  not  having  been  exer- 
cised at  the  date  of  the  adjudication  of 
bankruptcy,  the  policy  is  exempt  under  the 
Minnesota  statute,  one  section  of  which  pro- 
vides that,  whenever  any  insurance  is  effect- 
ed in  favor  of  another,  the  beneficiary  shall 
be-entitled  to  its  proceeds  against  the  cred- 
itors of  the  insured,  and  another  section 
provides  that  every  policy  made  payable  to, 
or  for  the  benefit  of,  the  wife,  shall  inure  to 
her  benefit  and  that  of  her  children,  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  section, 
and  also  provides  for  change  of  beneficiary. 
Re  Johnson,  176  Fed.  591  (D.  C.  D.  Minn. 
4th  Div.). 

It  was  held  in  Re  Whelpley,  169  Fed. 
1019  (D.  C.  D.  N.  H.),  that  a  partly  paid- 
up  policy  with  the  usual  contingencies  and 
provisions  as  to  changing  the  beneficiary, 
and  as  to  surrendering  the  policy  and  re- 
ceiving the  benefits  thereof,  while  constitut- 
ing assets  of  a  bankrupt's  estate  independ- 
ently of  state  statutes,  was  exempt  under 
the  New  Hampshire  statute,  and  did  not 
pass  to  the  trustee. 

In  Pulsifer  v.  Hussey,  97  Me.  434,  9  Am. 
Bankr.  Rep.  657,  54  Atl.  1076,  the  court 
stated  that  §  6  pervaded  the  whole  act,  and 
that  §  70a  including  the  proviso  applied 
only  to  policies  not  exempt  b'y  state  laws. 
And  it  _  was  intimated  therein  that  the 
policy  involved  was  exempt  under  the 
Maine  statute,  but,  without  expressly  say- 
ing so,  the  court  went  further  and  deter- 
mined that  the  policy  had  no  cash  surrender  , 
value,  and  that  it  did  not  pass  to  the  trus- ' 
tee  since  it  was  payable  to  the  bankrupt's 
daughter.  Therefore  it  seems  difficult  to 
determine  just  what  this  case  does   hold. 

i 

Policies  not  exempt  under  state  laws. 

If  the  policy  is  not  exempt,  the  trustee's 
rights  then  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the 
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dies  before  it  becomes  due,  and  without  dis- 
posing of  it,  shall  be  paid  to  her  husband  or 
to  his,  her,  or  their  children,  or  to  or  for 
the  use  of  one  or  more  of  those  persons ;  and 
it  may  designate  one  or  more  trustees  for  a 
child  or  children,  to  receive  and  manage 
such  money  until  such  child  or  children  at- 
tain full  age.  The  married  woman  may  dis- 
pose of  such  policy  by  will  or  written  ac- 
knowledged assignment  to  take  effect  on  her 
death,  if  she  dies  thereafter  leaving  no  de- 
scendants surviving.  After  the  will  or  the 
assignment  takes  effect,  the  legatee  or  as- 
signee takes  such  policy  absolutely.  A  pol- 
icy of  insurance  on  the  life  of  any  person 
for  the  benefit  of  a  married  woman  is  also 
assignable,  and  may  be  surrendered  to  the 
company  issuing  the  same,  by  her,  or  her 
4egal  representative,  with  the  written  con- 
sent of  the  assured." 

It  is  quite  plain  that  the  policies  referred 
to  are  such  as  are  the  absolute  property  of 
a  married  woman  or  her  children;  that  is, 
which  are  payable  to  her  or  her  children  or 
her  estate.  They  may  be  taken  out  by  the 
husband,  and  the  premiums  up  to  $500  per 


annum  paid  by  him.  Still  the  policy  must 
be  one  which  the  married  woman  may  dis- 
pose of  by  will,  or  may,  with  the  written 
consent  of  her  husband,  assign  or  surrender 
to  the  company.  This  requirement  of  the 
husband's  assent  is  not  because  he  is  the 
owner  of  the  policy,  but  is  to  protect  widows 
and  orphans  in  respect  to  such  insurance. 
The  general  legislation  enlarging  the  powers 
of  married  women  does  not  affect  the  special 
legislation  restricting  their  powers  as  to  in- 
surance policies.  Brick  v.  Campbell,  122  K. 
Y.  337,  10  L.R.A.  259,  26  N.  E.  493.  It  is 
not  necessary  for  us  to  consider  what,  if 
any,  rights  the  wife  has  in  this  policy,  be- 
cause she  is  not  a  party  to  these  proceed- 
ings, and  our  order  will  not  prevent  her 
from  asserting  her  claim  in  any  way  she 
may  be  advised.  Whitehead  v.  New  York 
L.  Ins.  Co.  102  N.  Y.  143,  55  Am.  Rep.  787, 
6  N.  E.  267. 

The  order  of  the  District  Court  is  re- 
versed. 

Coxe,  Circuit  Judge,  dissents. 


policy, — primarily  with  respect  to  whether 
it  has  a  ca.Sii  surrender  value. 

The  words  "cash  surrender  value"  as 
used  in  the  proviso  to  §  70a,  permitting  the 
bankrupt  to  redeem  the  policy  by  paying 
the  cash  value  to  the  trustee,  embrace  not 
only  policies  which  by  their  terms  have 
such  value,  but  also  those  having  it  by  the 
practice  or  concession  of  the  company  issu- 
ing them.  Hiscock  v.  Mertens,  205  U.  S. 
202,  61  L.  ed.  771,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  488. 
It  was  further  held  in  this  case  that  the 
investment  feature  of  so-called  tontine  poli- 
cies did  not  exclude  them  from  the  proviso 
to  §  70a.  And  it  was  further  held  that 
policies  wliich  had  not  lapsed  either  whpn 
the  petition  to  have  the  insured  declared  a 
bankrupt  was  filed,  or  when  the  bankruptcy 
was  adjudged,  have  a  Ccish  surrender  value 
within  the  meaning  of  the  proviso  to  §  70fl, 
although  it  may  be  the  practice  of  the  com- 
pany not  to  accept  a  surrender  until  the 
policy  has  lapsed.  This  decision  affirms  73 
C.  C.  A.  561,  142  Fed.  445  (second  circuit), 
which  also  held  that,  having  a  cash  sur- 
render value,  the  policy  passed  to  the  trus- 
tee subject  to, the  right  of  the  bankrupt  to 
redeem  it  by  paying  such  value.  The  Su- 
preme Court  concerned  itself  only  with  the 
question  whether  there  was  a  cash  surren- 
der value,  without  going  into  the  question 
of  the  effect  of  the  fact  that  the  policy  had 
such  value. 

I      —not  having  cash  surrender  value. 

If  the  policy  is  not  exempt,  and  hns  no 
cash  surrender  value,  the  trustee's  right 
thereto  would  seem  to  depend  upon  whetlier 
the  bankrupt's  interest  therein  was  such  as 
he  could  have  transferred,  etc.,  within  clause 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


5  to  §  70a.  In  this  connection  policies  may 
be  divided  into  two  general  classes:  (1) 
Policies  payable  at  death  of  insured,  and 
(2)  policies  payable  at  certain  date  unles^ 
insured  dies  sooner.  This  division  is  not 
made  because  of  any  distinctive  principle 
governing  each  class,  but  solely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  similar  cases  together. 

Keeping  in  mind  that  just  now  considera- 
tion is  being  given  only  to  policies  which 
have  been  deemed  to  have  no  cash  surren- 
der value,  it  may  be  said  that,  notwith- 
standing the  policies  of  the  first  class  are 
not  payable  until  the  bankrupt's  death, 
they  have  usually  been  held  to  pass  to  the 
trustee.  This,  however,  is  due  to  the  pecul- 
iar provisions  of  the  policies,  as  reference 
to  the  following  cases  will  show.  It  will 
also  be  observed  that  the  courts  have  had 
difficulty  in  determining  what  the  words 
"cash  surrender  value"  mean,  and  that, 
since  this  question  has  been  determined  by 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in  His- 
cock V.  Mertens,  supra,  some  of  the  fol- 
lowing cases  are  affected  by  that  decision. 

In  Re  Mertens,  131  Fed.  972,  12  Am. 
Bankr.  Rep.  712  (D.  C.  N.  D.  N.  Y.),  it  was 
held  that  the  trustee  took  as  assets  of  the 
estate  a  "semi  ton  tine"  policy  payable  upon 
the  bfrnkrupt's  death  to  his  legal  represen- 
tatives or  assigns,  and  providing  thai  upon 
the  completion  of  the  tontine  period,  which 
was  not  completed  at  the  time  of  the  adju- 
dication, the  bankrupt  should  have  several 
options,  one  of  which  was  to  surrender  the 
policy  and  receive  a  certain  amount  of  it' 
earnings  in  addition  to  a  stated  sum  a{ 
money,  where  the  policy  also  provided  that, 
in  case  of  lapse,  the  company,  upon  sur- 
render of  the  policy,  would  issue  a  paid-up 
policy  without  participation  in  j^fitk   £«t 
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it  «aa  beld  that,  since  the  policr  contained 
DO  proTision  aa  to  a  cash  surrender  value,  it 
would  be  deemed  not  to  have  such  value 
within  the  proviso  permitting  the  bankrupt 
to  redeem  it  by  paying  the  amount  of  such 
value.  Upon  appeal  the  circuit  court  of  ap- 
peals (second  circuit)  in  73  C.  C.  A.  661, 
142  Fed.  445,  recognized  the  correctness  of 
tbe  first  part  of  this  decision, — that  is,  that 
the  policy  passed  to  tbe  trustee, — but  re- 
versed the  district  court,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  had  a  cash  surrender  value  and  was 
redeemable  by  the  bankrupt,  and  this  re- 
versal was  upheld  by  the  Supreme  Court. 
See  supra,  Hiscock  v.  Mertcns. 

It  was  held  in  Van  Kirk  ▼.  Vermont 
Slate  Co.  140  Fed.  38,  15  Am.  Bankr.  Rep. 
•239  (D.  C.  N.  D.  N.  Y.),  that  policies  pay- 
able to  the  executors  or  assigns  of  the  in- 
sured at  his  death,  and  having  no  cash  sur- 
render value,  bat  having  a  ca«h  loan  value, 
passed  to  the  insureo's  trustee  in  bankrupt- 
cy. This  case  invokes  the  rule  that  the 
words  "cash  surrenaer  value"  as  used  in 
tbe  proviso  to  clause  S  refer  only  to  such 
surrender  value  as  is  given  by  the  terms  of 
the  policy.  This  rule,  however,  has  been 
subsequently  overturned,  as  has  been  seen, 
by  the  Supreme  Court  in  Hiscock  v.  Mertena. 
Lnder  the  Hiscock  Case  the  policies  involved 
in  the  Van  Kirk  Case  would  be  deemed  to 
have  a  cash  surrender  value,  with  the  result 
that  the  trustee's  rights  would  be  subject 
to  the  bankrupt's  right  to  redeem.  Likewise 
ilTected  by  the  decision  in  Hiscock  v.  Mortens 
is  Re  Coleman,  69  C.  C.  A.  400,  136  Fed. 
818,  14  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  461  (second  cir- 
cuit), holding  that  the  bankrupt  has  a  sub- 
•tantial  property  right  which  be  could  have 
transferred,  etc.,  and  which  therefore  passes 
to  the  trustee  in  policies  having  no  cash 
surrender  value,'  which  will  have,  two 
months  after  the  adjudication  and  without 
further  payment,  a  certain  surrender  value 
for  paid-up  insurance,  and  a  certain  value  as 
collateral  security.  Although  it  does  not 
appear  to  wh(»n  these  policies  were  payable, 
probably  they  virere  payable  to  the  bankrupt 
or  his  estate. 

It  was  also  held  in  the  foregoing  case  that, 
where  a  policy  on  the  bimkrupt's  life  is  pay- 
tble  to  his  wife  if  living  at  his  death,  other- 
wise to  his  executors  or  assigns,  but  the  in- 
surance company  is  willing,  although  not 
bound,  to  pay  a  certain  sum  for  the  policy, 
provided  the  bankrupt  and  his  wife  will 
execute  a  release,  it  has  no  technical  cash 
surrender  value,  but  it  has  in  fact  a  sur- 
render value  in  which  the  bankrupt  has  an 
sasipnable,  although  contingent,  interest,  and 
the  trustee  can  sell  such  interest,  and  is 
entitled  to  have  the  bankrupt  execute  as- 
signment thereof. 

Where  a  policy  payable  upon  the  insured's 
death  to  his  legal  representatives  has  no 
cash  surrender  value,  and  his  trustee  in 
bankruptcy  abandons  it  to  the  bankrupt  with 
the  subsequent  sanction  of  the  court,  the 
trustee  can  claim  no  right  as  to  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  policy,  upon  the  death  of  the 
hanlcTapt  pending  proceedings.  Meyers  v. 
Josephson,  69  0.  0.  A.  650,  124  Fed.  734,  10 
26  I.JLA.(NJ3.) 


Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  687  (fifth  circuit),  affirm- 
ing 121  Fed.  142,  9  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  350 
(D.  C.  S.  D.  Ga.). 

In  Gould  V.  New  York  L.  Ins.  Co.  132  Fed. 
027,  13  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  233  (D.  C.  E.  D. 
Ark. ) ,  it  appeared  that  the  bankrupt  held  a 
twenty  payment  policy  payable  upon  his 
death  to  his  administrators  or  assigns.  He 
had  given  his  note  for  the  first  premium. 
Three  months  before  the  second  premium  be- 
came due,  he  was  adjudicated  a  bankrupt  on 
his  own  petition.  The  policy  provided  that, 
upon  failure  to  pay  the  second  premium  on 
the  date  it  became  due,  the  policy  should  be 
automatically  extended  for  its  full  value  and 
for  two  months,  when  it  would  lapse;  but 
it  was  further  provided  that,  if  the  premium" 
should  be  paid  during  the  first  month  of 
such  extension,  the  policy  would  revive  in 
full  force.  The  policy  had  no  surrender 
value,  and  would  have  none  until  the  pay- 
ment of  the  second  premium ;  and  it  was 
scheduled  and  surrendered  to  the  trustee,  but 
the  latter  did  not  have  it  appraised,  and  he 
allowed  the  time  for  the  payment  of  the 
second  premium  to  expire  without  paying 
it.  The  bankrupt  committed  suicide  tliree 
days  after  the  lapse  of  the  first  month  of 
extended  insurance,  it  being  then  too  late 
to  revive  the  policy  by  the  payment  of  the 
premium,  although  the  policy  had  not  yet 
lapsed.  It  was  held  that  the  insurance 
went  to  the  decedent's  administratrix,  and 
not  to  the  trustee  in  bankruptcy,  the  court 
saying:  "As  the  policy  at  the  time  of  the 
bankrupt's  adjudication  was  practically  of 
no  value,  for  it  could  not  have  been  sur- 
rendered for  a  cash  consideration,  nor,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  could  anything 
have  been  realized  if  offered  for  sale,-— and 
that  the  trustee  was  of  that  opinion  is  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  he  made  no  efforts 
to  sell  the  same,  or  even  have  it  appraised 
as  property  of  the  bankrupt, — there  was 
nothing  to  pass  to  the  trustee  except  the 
right  to  speculate  on  the  bankrupt  s  life 
for  a  short  time;  and  neither  the  bankrupt- 
cy act  nor  any  other  statute  authorizes  this. 
The  judgment  will  be  that  the  administra- 
trix is  entitled  to  the  fund,  and,  as  the 
probate  court,  in  which  the  estate  is  being 
administered,  is  vested  with  jurisdiction  to 
determine  the  widow's  right  to  dower,  her 
petition  to  have  dower  assigned  to  her  in 
this  action  will  be  dismissed."  This  case 
was  cited  in  Re  Blount,  142  Fed.  263,  16 
Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  97  (D.  C.  E.  D.  Ark.), 
where  the  court  said  that  the  trustee  could 
not  take  a  policy  which  had  been  in  exist- 
ence only  a  little  over  two  years,  but  which 
by  its  terms  would  have  no  cash  surrender 
value  within  three  years  after  its  issuance, 
and  which  had,  with  respect  to  the  estate, 
only  a  speculative  value  depending  upon  the 
death  of  the  insured. 

Likewise,  the  bankrupt  has  been  held  to 
have  an  interest  which  passed  to  the  trustee, 
in  policies  of  the  second  class. 

Thus,  a  bankrupt  has  an  interest  which 
his  trustee  may  take  and  sell,  in  a  policy 
having  no  cash  surrender  value,  which  is 
payable  to  bankrupt's  wife  if  she  survive 
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bim,  otherwise  to  his  estate  or  some  other 
beneficiary  designated  by  him,  and  which 
provides  that  the  bankrupt  can  change  the 
beneficiary  at  any  time,  and  that,  if  he  live 
beyond  the  term  of  twenty  years,  he  shall 
have  several  options,  some  of  which  are  to 
receive  the  accumulated  dividends  in  cash, 
or  the  entire  cash  value  of  the  policy,  or  to 
have  such  cash  value  converted  into  an  in- 
come for  life.  Re  Hettling  (C.  C.  A.) 
176  Fed.  G5,  23  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  IGl  (sec- 
ond circuit). 

And  the  trustee  of  a  bankrupt  in  middle 
life  takes,  under  §  70a,  a  tontine  investment 
policy  which  by  its  terms  is  assignable, 
but  can  have  no  cash  surrender  value  be- 
fore the  completion  of  the  tontine  period, 
where  the  policy  will  mature  after  the  pay- 
ment of  two  more  premiums  and  the  lapse 
of  less  than  three  years,  and  it  is  payable 
to  the  bankrupt  or  his  legal  representatives. 
Re  SlinglulT,  106  Fed.  164,  5  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  76  (D.  C.  D.  Md.).  The  court  said: 
"It  is,  I  think,  apparent  that  such  a  policy 
may  have  no  surrender  value,  and  yet  have 
a  very  large  actual  value  which  can  be  se- 
cured to  the  bankrupt's  creditors,  without 
in  any  mannar  affecting  the  contingent  in- 
terest which  it  was  contemplated  should  be 
secured  to  the  beneficiaries.  There  would 
seem  to  be  no  reason  why  the  deposits  in  a 
life  insurance  company  to  secure  a  sum  pay- 
able to  the  assured  at  a  given  date,  if  he 
should  be  then  alive,  should  be  treated  dif- 
ferently from  a  similar  contract  with  a  sav- 
ings bank  or  building  association.  .  .  . 
It  may  be  that,  if  the  whole  sum  secured 
by  the  policy  should  be  collected  by  the  trus- 
tee, only  the  proportion  thereof  ascertained 
to  have  been  equitably  to  the  credit  of  the 
policy  at  the  date  of  the  adjudication,  with 
the  outlay  for  premiums,  could  be  allowed 
to  be  retained  by  the  trustee.  But  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  the  trustee  would  be  entitled 
to  the  whole  proceeds  or  not  is  not  at  all 
necessary  to  be  considered  now  in  this  case; 
for,  if  necessary  to  be  ascertained,  there  are, 
I  think,  settled  principles  upon  which  an 
actuary  could  determine  the  amount  to 
which  the  policy  was  entitled  equitably  at 
any  stated  date.  It  would,  therefore,  seem 
that  the  test  by  which  to  determine  whether 
a  trustee  shall  retain  such  a  policy,  or  shall 
deliver  it  to  the  beneficiary,  is  not  whether 
the  policy  has  a  cash  surrender  value,  in  the 
sense  that  by  its  terms  or  by  practice  a  cash 
payment  can  be  obtained  from  the  company 
for  its  surrender,  but  whether  or  not  it  has 
an  actual  -value  which  will  be  of  benefit  to 
the  bankrupt's  creditors.  If  the  policy  is  a 
'paid-up'  endowment  policy,  by  which  a 
sum  is  made  payable  to  the  bankrupt  at  a 
fixed  date,  all  that  the  trustee  would  need 
to  do  would  be  to  hold  the  policy  until  ma- 
turity, or,  if  the  bankrupt  died  before  ma- 
turity, then  to  hand  it  to  the  beneficiary. 
If  it  is  a  policy  requiring  further  payments 
of  premium,  then,  if  the  payments  are  guar- 
anteed by  the  creditors,  or  the  assets  are  suf- 
ficient to  pay  them,  it  is  for  the  trustee  to 
consider  whether  or  not  it  will  be  a  benefit 
to  the  estate  to  keep  the  policy  alive,  and  to 
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obtain  the  sanction  of  the  court  to  either  n- 
tain  or  disclaim  it.  It  is  always  at  the  op- 
tion of  a  trustee  of  a  bankrupt  to  refuse 
to  accept  a  transfer  of  property  or  of  con- 
tracts which  would  be  a  burden  to  the  ea- 
tate.  It  seems,  therefore,  that,  where  the 
policy  passes,  by  operation  of  law,  to  the 
trustee,  and  the  privilege  given  by  the  pro- 
viso to  §  70  of  the  act  is  not  availed  of  by 
the  bankrupt,  the  duty  devolves  upon  the 
trustee,  having  regard  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  creditors,  the  probable  value  of 
the  policy,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  to  apply  to  the  court  for  direction  as 
to  whether  he  shall  retain  the  policy  and 
keep  it  alive,  or  shall  surrender  it  to  the  - 
bankrupt  or  other  person  interested  in  it. 
This  practical  dealing  with  an  insurance 
policy,  as  with  any  other  asset  of  the  bank- 
rupt, has  the  merit  of  preventing  the  sacri- 
fice of  a  policy  not  valuable  enough  to  be 
continued  by  the  creditors,  and  yet  of  some 
value  to  the  bankrupt  or  his  family;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  prevents  the  creditors 
from  being  deprived  of  the  policy  in  case 
the  bankrupt's  interest  in  it  is  of  value  to 
the  creditors.  Cases  may  quite  possibly 
occur  in  which  it  would  be  grossly  inequita- 
ble that  endowment  policies  paid  fur  out 
of  the  bankrupt's  assets  for  large  sums 
just  about  to  mature  should  pass  to  the 
bankrupt,  and  his  creditors  realize  nothing 
from  their  value." 

So,  the  bankrupt  has  such  an  interest  as 
passes  to  the  trustee,  in  an  endowment  poli- 
cy payable  to  him,  if  living  at  a  certain  date, 
otherwise  to  his  wife  if  she  survives  him, 
and  if  she  does  not,  to  his  executors;  but  if 
the  policy  has  a  cash  surrender  value,  the 
bankrupt  may  pay  the  .amount  thereof  to 
the  trustee,  and  thus  become  entitled  to  the 
policy.  Re  Schofield,  147  Fed.  862  (D.  C. 
E.  D.  Fa.).  This  case  was  decided  a  little 
more  than  a  month  after  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  Holden  v.  Stratton,  198 
U.  S.  202,  49  L.  ed.  1018,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
666,  14  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  94,  reversing  51 
C.  C.  A.  97,  113  .Fed.  141,  52  0.  C.  A.  348, 
114  Fed.  6.50,  supra,  and  was  probably  sub- 
mitted before  that  decision  was  rendered.  -It 
win  be  observed  that  Re  Booss,  supra,  under 
"Exempt  policies,"  which  was  later  decided 
by  the  same  court  as  the  Schofield  Case,  and 
involved  a  similar  policy,  invoked  a  Penn- 
sylvania exemption  statute  which  was  in 
force  when  the  Schofield  Case  was  decided, 
and  followed  Holden  v.  Stratton. 

And  the  trustee  takes  the  bankrupt's  in- 
terest subject  to  the  lien  of  the  latter's  wife 
for  premiums  paid  by  her,  in  policies  of  in- 
surance which  mature  in  one  and  two  years 
respectively,  and  are  payable  to  the  wife, 
where  they  provide  that,  it  the  beneficiary 
shall  die  before,  or  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
sured's death,  they  shall  be  payable  at  ma- 
turity to  his  executors  or  assigns,  and  that, 
if  the  insured  shall  not  die  within  twenty 
years,  the  whole  amount  shall  be  payable  at 
the  end  of  that  time.  Waldron  v.  Becker,  33 
Misc.  182,  68  N.  Y.  Supp.  402.  It  docs  not 
expressly  appear  in  tliis  case  whether  the 
'  policies  were  payable,  if  both  survived  tha 
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"tontine"  period,  to  the  husband  or  wife, 
but  it  is  assumed  that  they  were  payable  to 
the  husband. 

Since  an  endowment  policy  originally  pay- 
able to  the  insured,  and  subsequently  as- 
signed to  his  daughter,  is  not  \vithin  a  pro- 
yision  of  the  Massachusetts  statute  declar- 
ing that,  if  a  policy  is  elTected  by  any  person 
on  his  own  life  in  favor  of  another  having 
an  insurable  interest,  the  beneficiary  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  proceeds  as  against  cred- 
itors and  representatives  of  the  person  ef- 
fecting the  same,  the  assignee  cannot,  upon 
maturity  of  the  policy,  hold  the  proceeds  as 
against  the  trustee  in  bankruptcy  of  the  in- 
sured, who  assigned  while  he  was  insolvent. 
Bailey  v.  Wood,  202  Mass.  5G2,  89  N.  E.  149. 

The  ease  of  Re  Welling,  51  C.  C.  A.  151, 
113  Fed.  189,  7  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  340 
(seventh  circuit),  involved  a  so-called  semi- 
tontine  policy  which,  the  court  stated,  was 
upon  its  face  an  ordinary  life  policy,  the 
premiums  payable  in  twenty  years,  and  the 
policy  payable  upon  the  bankrupt's  death 
to  his  wife  if  living,  otherwise  to  his  chil- 
dren if  any,  otherwise  to  his  legal  represent- 
atives or  assign.  It  also  provided  for  the 
rig.it,  after  payment  of  premiums  for  three 
years,  and  upon  default  thereafter,  to  a 
paid-up  policy  in  favor  of  the  wife  or  sur- 
viving children  if  any,  otherwise  to  his  rep- 
resentatives or  assigns.  Superimposed  upon 
this  contract  were  certain  conditions  declar- 
ing that,  upon  the  completion  of  the  tontine 
dividend  period,  the  policy  not  having  ter- 
minated by  lapse  or  death,  the  insured 
should  have  one  of  four  specified  options, 
— one  of  which  was  to  receive  in  cash  the 
policy's  accumulated  reserve  and  also  the 
surplus  apportioned  by  the  society  to  the 
policy.  In  determining  that  this  policy  did 
not  have  a  cash  surrender  value  within  the 
proviso  to  subdivision  5,  the  court  said:  "In 
the  present  case,  failing  provision  in  the 
policy  to  that  end,  surrender  could  only  be 
legally  accomplished  tlirough  agreement 
with  the  company  by  the  joint  action  of 
Welling  and  his  wife."  There  e.\ists  no  right 
in  the  wife  or  in  the  bankrupt,  or  in  both 
jointly,  to  surrender.  It  could  only  be 
done  by  the  joint  action  of  the  two  by  agree- 
ment with  the  assurance  society.  If  provi- 
sion for  surrender  were  incorporated  in  the 
contract,  it  would  not  be  within  the  power 
of  the  bankrupt  to  surrender  the  policy,  and 
thereby  cut  off  the  interest  of  his  wife  there- 
in. ..  .  Nor  could  the  bankruptcy  court 
rightfully  compel  such  surrender  and  can- 
celation of  the  policy  by  the  bankrupt,  he 
agreeing  thereto,  in  concurrence  with  the 
company;  for  that  might  be  to  deprive  the 
wife  of  her  interest.  And  likewise,  it  would 
not  be  within  the  ]>ower  of  the  wife  to  sur- 
render the  policy,  and  thereby  deprive  the 
husband  of  his  right,  at  the  end  of  the  ton- 
tine period,  to  receive  the  stipulated  amount. 
Surrender  can  only  be  accomplished  through 
agreement  with  the  company  by  the  joint 
action  of  husband  and  wife.  Besides,  if  wo 
concede  that  this  policy  has  a  'cash  sur- 
render value'  within  the  meaning  of  the 
proviso,  that  value  was  not  'payable  to  him- 
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self,'  for  both  the  bankrupt  and  his  wife 
had  an  interest  therein.  We  are  not  ad- 
vised by  the  record,  nor  are  we  otherwise  in- 
formed, that  there  is  any  known  rule  by 
which  surrender  value — assuming  such  to  ex- 
ist— could  be  equitably  apportioned  between 
the  bankrupt  and  his  wife,  or  by  which  it 
could  be  ascertained  what  proportion  there- 
of was  'payable  to  himself,'  within  t'^e  mean- 
ing of  the  proviso.  .  .  .  We  are  therefore 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  policy  in  question 
does  not  fall  within  the' provisions  of  the 
proviso."  The  court  then  took  up  subdivi- 
sion 5  itself,  and  held  that,  since  the  con- 
tract gave  to  the  bankrupt  the  right  to  re- 
ceive at  a  certain  time  a  sum  of  money,  con- 
tingent upon  his  surviving  to  that  date, 
there  vested  in  him  a  property  right  which 
he  could  have  transferred,  and  which,  there- 
fore fell  within  the  comprehensive  language 
of  subdivision  5,  which  vests  title  in  the 
trustee.  It  was  further  held  in  this  case 
that  tlie  trustee  took  the  policy  as  of  the 
date  of  the  adjudication  in  bankruptcy,  and 
subject  to  the  duty  of  continuing  it  in  force 
by  the  payment  of  the  premiums  until  the 
completion  of  the  tontine  period,  and  also 
subject  to  the  possibility  of  the  death  of  the 
bankrupt  before  the  completion  of  such  peri- 
od, upon  the  happening  of  which  contingency 
the  trustee  would  realize  nothing  on  the 
policy. 

It  was  held  in  Haskell  v.  Equitable  Life 
Assur.  Soc.  181  Mass.  341,  9  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  657,  note,  63  N.  E.  899,  that  a  bank- 
rupt had  a  valuable  interest  which  passed 
to  his.  trustee,  in  an  endowment  policy  pay- 
able to  him  if  he  should  live  twenty  years, 
otherwise  to  his  mother  if  she  survived  him, 
otnerwise  to  his  estate ;  but  it  was  also  held 
that,  since  the  right  of  the  beneficiary  was 
a  valuable  right  of  which  she  could  not  be 
deprived  without  her  consent,  the  trustee 
could  not  recover  the  surrender  value  from 
the  company  without  the  consent  of  the 
beneficiary,  assuming  that  the  policy  had  a 
cash  surrender  value. 

— ^having  cash  surrender  value. 

See  also,  supra,  Re  Schofield. 

To  retain  a  policy  having  a  cash  surren- 
der value,  the  bankrupt  must  avail  himself 
of  the  privilege  afforded  by  the  proviso, 
Clark  V.  Equitable  Life  Assur.  Soc.  143  Fed. 
175,  16  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  140  (C.  C.  E.  D. 
Pa.). 

An  endowment  policy  payable  to  the  in- 
sured's executors,  administrators,  and  as- 
signs, which  has  a  cash  surrender  value  at 
the  time  he  is  adjudged  a  bankrujit,  passes 
to  his  trustee,  subject  to  his  right  to  redeem 
by  paying  the  cash  surrender  value.  Remley 
V.  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.  108  Minn.  31,  121  N. 
W.  230. 

The  trustee  is  entitled  to  possession  of  a 
policy  on  the  life  of  the  bankrupt,  as  as- 
sets of  the  estate,  subject  to  the  rights  of 
the  beneficiary,  and  subject  also  to  the  right 
of  the  bankrupt  to  re<leein  it  by  paying  the 
cash  surrender  value  to  the  trustee,  where  it 
is  a   "free-tontine"   policy,   payable   to   the 
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bankrupt,  his  executor  or  assigns  at  a  cer- 
tain date,  or,  in  case  he  should  die  before 
that  date,  to  his-mother  if  living,  or,  if  she 
be  dead,  to  bis  assigns  or  legal  representa- 
tives, the  policy  being  deemed  to  have  a  cash 
surrender  v&lue,  not  by  virtue  of  any  provi- 
sion in  the  policy,  but  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  the  insurance  company  is  willing  to  pay 
a  certain  sum  for  its  surrender.  Re  Board- 
man,  103  Fed.  783,  4  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  620 
(D.  C.  Mass). 

A  policy  payable  to  the  insured  at  a  cer- 
tain date  if  he  be  then  alive,  otherwise  to 
his  executors  or  assigns,  and  having  a  cash 
surrender  value,  passes  to  the  insured's  trus- 
tee in  bankruptcy,  subject  to  the  former's 
right  to  redeem  by  paying  the  cash  surren- 
der value.  The  fact  that  the  bankrupt  dies 
after  the  adjudication  dote  not  alter  the 
trustee's  rights  as  the  privilege  of  re- 
deeming passes  to  the  decedent's  executors. 
Van  Kirk  v.  Vermont  Slate  Co.  140  Fed. 
38, 15  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  230  -(D.  C.  N.  D.  N. 
Y.). 

Where  a  semitontine  policy  is  payable  to 
the  insured's  wife  if  living,  otherwise  to 
his  executors  or  assigns,  and  provides  that 
the  insured  may  change  the  beneficiary,  but 
does  not  require  the  wife's  consent  thereto, 
and  provides  also  that,  upon  surrender  of 
the  policy  after  lapse  for  nonpayment  of 
premiums,  the  insured  shall  have  his  choice 
of  a  paid-up  policy  or  a  cash  payment,  and 
also  that,  after  payment  of  the  last  premium 
required  to  be  paid,  he  shall  have  certain 
options,  one  of  which  is  to  receive  a  cash 
dividend  and  draw  the  entire  cash  value  of 
the  policy;  and  where  the  later  premiums 
have  been  paid  by  the  wife  commencing  at 
a  date  prior  to  the  adjudication  in  bankrupt- 
cy of  the  insured, — the  trustee  has  a  lien 
upon  the  policy  for  the  surrender  value 
thereof  at  the  time  the  wife  commenced  to 
pay  the  premiums.  Re  Wolff,  166  Fed.  984, 
21  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  452  (D.  C.  E.  D.  N.  Y.). 
This  case  involveii  the  New  York  stat'jte 
providing  that  a  married  woman  or  any 
third  person  may  cause  the  life  of  the  bus- 
bnnd  to  be  insured  and  such  insurance  shall 
be  secured  to  her,  provided  she  survives  the 
term  of  insurance,  free  from  any  claims  of 
the  husband's  creditors,  except  that  where 
the  premium  has  been  actually  paid  out  of 
the  husband's  property,  such  portion  of  the 
insurance  money  as  was  purchased  by  the 
excess  of  the  premium  over  $500  is  primari- 
ly liable  for  the  husband's  debts.  The  court 
held  that  the  wife's  interest  was  contingent, 
and  not  absolute,  and  that  therefore  the  poli- 
cy was  not  exempt  according  to  the  New 
York  decisions  construing  the  statute. 

A  policy  payable  to  the  bankrupt,  and 
having  a  certain  stipulated  cash  surrender 
valae,  and  a  paid-up  policy  payable  to  bis 
estate  at  his  death,  having  an  estimated 
cash  surrender  value,  pass  to  the  tnistee 
subject  to  the  bankrupt's  right  to  redeem 
by  paying  their  surrender  value,  where, 
especially  since  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
bankrupt  is  a  married  man,  the  policies  are 
not  exempt  under  the  Tennessee  statute  pro- 
viding that  an}'  life  insurance  effected  by 
26  L.R.A.(X.S.) 


the  husband  on  his  life  shall  inure  to  the 
benefit  of  his  widow  and  children,  free  from 
the  claims  of  his  creditors.  Re  Moore,  173 
Fed.  679,  23  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  109  (D.  0. 
E.  D.  Tenn.). 

Semitontine  policies  which  are  respective- 
ly payable  to  the  bankrupt  at  specified  dates, 
unless  he  shall  die  before,  in  wiiich  case 
they  are  payable  to  his  wife,  and  which  give 
him  the  option  to  withdraw,  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  tontine  period,  the  entire 
equity  in  cash,  may  be  claimed  by  the  in- 
sured's trustee  in  bankruptcy,  where,  al- 
though the  policies  have  no  cash  surrender 
value  in  terms,  the}&  actually  have  such  value, 
and  the  wife's  interest  is  of  such  a  contin- 
gent nature  as  to  preclude  the  application 
of  the  New  York  statute  providing  that  a 
married  woman  may  cause  the  life  of  her  hus- 
band to  be  insured  for  a  definite  period,  or 
for  the  term  of  his  natural  life,  and  that, 
where  she  survives  such  period  or  term  she 
is  entitled  to  receive  the  insurance  money, 
free  from  the  claims  of  the  husband's  cred- 
itors. Re  Phelps,  16  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  170 
(referee's  decision,  D.  C.  W.  D.  N.  Y.). 

But  the  trustee  is  not  entitled  to  a  policy 
on  the  bankrupt's  life,  payable  to  his  wife, 
simply  because  the  policy  gives  the  insured 
the  right  to  change  the  beneficiary  with  the 
company's  consent  and  the  bankrupt  unsuc- 
cessfully applied  for  the  cash  surrender  val- 
ue about  a  year  after  the  adjudication. 
Such  application  cannot  be  regarded  as  the 
bankrupt's  designation  of  himself  as  bene- 
ficiary, where  the  consent  of  the  insurance 
company  was  not  given  thereto.  Re  Pfaf- 
finger,  164  Fed.  526,  21  Am.  Bankr.  Bep. 
255  (D.  C.  W.  D.  Ky.) 

Assigned  policies. 

Where  a  policy  has  been  pledged  by  way 
of  assignment  to  the  insurance  company  as 
security  for  a  loan  of  an  amount  less  than 
the  cash  surrender  value  of  the  policy,  the 
trustee  in  bankruptcy  of  the  insured  may 
claim  so  much  of  the  cash  surrender  value 
as  exceeds  the  amount  of  the  loan.  Re 
VVolflT,  supra;  Re  Phelps,  15  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  171  (referee's  decision,  D.  0.  W.  D.  N. 
Y.). 

And  where  it  has  been  assigned  to  a  third 
person  to  secure  notes,  the  trustee's  right  is 
subject  to  the  claim  or  lien  of  the  assignee. 
Van  Kirk  v.  Vermont  Slate  Co.  supra. 

The  trustee  has  no  right  to  a  policy  on  the 
life  of  the  bankrupt,  as  against  the  equita- 
ble lien  thereon  of  the  latter's  wife,  arising 
from  his  promise,  while  he  was  solvent,  to 
assign  the  policy  to  her  in  consideration  of 
her  relinquishment  of  her  dower  right  in 
proper^  which  he  desired  to  transfer  as  se- 
curity for  a  loan,  although  he  did  not  make 
the  assignment  until  after  he  became  insol- 
vent and  just  before  filing  his  petition  in 
bankruptcy,  where  the  wife's  dower  right 
was  about  equal  to  the  cash  value  of  the 
policy.  Re  J.  F.  Grandy  &  Son,  146  Fed, 
318   (D.  0.  D.  S.  C). 

Where  policies  payable  to  the  insured' op- 
en his  death  within  twenty  years,  and,  if  m 
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■hall  RnnriTe,  to  him  at  the  end  of  siieh  pe- 
riod, are  asaigned  by  him  to  his  wife,  one 
with  the  provision  that,  in  the  event  of  his 
death  before  the  policy  became  due,  the  pro- 
eeeds  should  be  payable  to  the  insured's 
•seentors  or  assigns,  and  the  other  with  the 
additional  provision  that,  if  the  insured 
should  be  living  at  the  end  of  the  tontine  pe- 
riod, the  assignment  should  cease,  and  where 
hoth  policies  are  assigned  to  a  third  person 
••  collateral  security  for  a  debt,  the  assign- 
ments beine  made  by  both  the  insured  and 
his  wife, — tne  trustee  in  bankruptcy  of  the 
insured  takes  the  latter's  interest  in  the 
policies,  subject  to  the  lien  of  his  wife  and 
the  creditor,  for  premiums  which  they  may 
have  paid  and  for  the  amount  of  the  debt 
secured.  Waldron  t.  Becker,  33  Misc.  182, 
68  X.  Y.  Supp.  402. 

See  also  supra.  Re  Mertens;  Van  Kirk 
T.  Vermont  Slate  Co.  ;  Be  Coleman;  and 
Chandler  r.  Traub. 


SOUTH   CAROIilNA   SITPRESIE 
COURT. 

STATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  Respt., 

V. 

LOUIS  WEIL,  Appt. 

(83  S.  C.  478,  65  S.  E.  634.) 

J'ndgment  ^  evidence  —  criminal  pros- 
ecntlon. 

1.  A  judgment  enjoining  a  liquor  nui- 
sance, founded  on  ex  parte  affidavits  in  a 
proceeding  in  which  defendant  did  not  ap- 
pear, is  not  admissible  in  evidence  in  a 
criminal  prosecution  against  him  for  sell- 
ing intoxicating  liquor  in  violation  of  law. 
Appeal  —  record  evidence  ^  prejudice. 

2.  The  introduction  in  evidence  in  a 
criminal  prosecution  of  the  record  of  a  de- 
cree in  equity  against  accused,  founded  on 


ea  parte  affidavits,  of  which  such  affidavits 
form  a  part,  is  prejudicial  to  accused,  under 
the  constitutional  provision  giving  him  the 
right  to  be  confronted  by  the  witnesses 
against  him. 

(October  6,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  General  Sessions  Circuit  Court 
for  Richland  County  convicting  him  of 
maintaining  a  liquor  nuisance.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  G.  Duncan  Bellinger,  for  appel- 
lant: 

Depositions  or  ea  parte  affidavits  taken  in 
a  civil  proceeding  are  not  admissible  in  evi- 
dence against  a  person  being  criminally 
prosecuted. 

Mattox  V.  United  States,  156  U.  S.  242, 
39  L.  ed.  410,  15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  337;  State 
V.  Campbell,  1  Rich.  L.  124;  State  v.  Hill, 
2  Hill,  L.  607,  27  Am.  Dec.  406;  State  v. 
Senn,  32  S.  C.  392,  11  S.  E.  292;  Motes  v. 
United  States,  178  U.  S.  458,  474,  44  L.  ed. 
1150,  1156,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  993  j  Kirby  v. 
United  States,  174  U.  S.  61,  43  L.  ed.  896, 
19  Sup.  Ct:  Rep.  574;  West  v.  Louisiana, 
194  U.  S.  264,  48  L.  ed.  970,  24  Sup.  Ct 
Rep.  650. 

Mr.  Pringle  T.  Yonmana,  also,  for  ap- 
pellant: 

U^iless  the  accused  waives  his  constitu- 
tional right  to  confront  the  witness,  or  un- 
less he  has  had  a  prior  opportunity  to  con- 
front and  cross-examine  him,  it  is  not  per- 
missible for  the  prosecution  to  introduce 
depositions  of  an  absent  or  deceased  witness 
against  him  on  his  trial. 

12  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  644. 

Mr.  W.  Hampton  Cobb,  for  respondent: 


Note.  —  AdtniasthUltjf  in  a  crimttuil 
prosecution  of  a  iudgment  rendered 
tn  a  dvH  action. 

As  to  whether  the  finding  of  a  coroner  or 
his  jury  in  a  homicide  case  is  admissible 
on  a  trial  for  homicide,  see  note  to  ^tna 
L.  Ins.  Co.  V.  Milward,  68  L.R.A.  285. 

The  admissibility  in  a  criminal  prosecu- 
tion of  the  various  pleadings  in  a  civil  ac- 
tion, the  testimony  of  the  accused,  or  judg- 
ment in  a  quasi  criminal  action  to  recov- 
er a  penalty  or  forfeiture,  is  not  considered 
in  this  note. 

Admissibility  in  generaL 

A  judgment  for  or  against  an  accused 
person  is  not  admissible  in  a  criminal  prose- 
cution wherein  he  is  prosecuted  for  the 
transaction  involved  in  the  civil  proceeding, 
since  the  parties  in  the  two  actions  are  not 
identical,  and  the  judgment  in  the  civil  ac- 
tion is  rendered  on  a  mere  preponderance  of 
the  evidence,  which  would  not  be  sufficient  in 
a  criminal  cause  to  satisfy  the  jury  beyond  a 
reaaonable  doubt.  Britton  t.  State,  77  Ala. 
26  LuB.A.(N.S.) 


202;  State  v.  Bradnack,  69  Conn.  212,  43 
L.R.A.  620,  37  Atl.  492;  Glenn  t.  State,  46 
Ind.  368;  State  v.  Hogard,  12  Minn.  293,  Gil. 
191 ;  People  V.  Leiand,  73  Hun,  162,  25  N.  Y. 
Supp.  943;  Dunagain  v.  State,  38  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  614,  44  S.  W.  148;  Busby  v.  State.  61 
Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  307,  103  S.  W.  647,  overrul- 
ing on  rehearing  opinion  in  51  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  289,  103  S.  W.  638.  But  the  contrary 
has  been  held  in  Dorrell  y.  State;  Noble 
V.  People;  and  Com.  v.  Ham, — infra. 

The  general  rule  above  stated  has  been  ap- 
plied by  holding  that  the  record  of  a  judg- 
ment in  a  civil  suit  against  a  county  treas- 
urer and  his  bondsmen  is  not  admissible  to 
establish  any  fact  upon  which  it  was  ren- 
dered on  his  subsequent  prosecution  for  em- 
bezzlement. Britton  v.  State,  supra. 
— that  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  state 
in  a  civil  action  against  the  respondent  and 
his  superior  officer  and  bondsmen  is  not  ad- 
missible upon  the  prosecution  of  an  assist- 
ant financial  agent  of  a  state  institution  for 
embezzlement  of  its  funds.  Busby  v.  State, 
supra. 

— that  the  record  and  judgment  of  dismis- 
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Th«  records  of  judicial  proceedings  are 
admissible  where  the  parties  are  the  same, 
to  establish  a  controverted  fact  which  was 
in  issue  and  settled  by  the  action. 

9  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law  p.  882;  1  Whar- 
ton, Ev.  819,  836;  1  Greenl.  Ev.  527a; 
Wharton,  Grim.  Ev.  9th  ed.  §  570;  State  v. 
Fisher,  2  Nott  &  H'C.  264;  State  t.  Quar- 
rel, 2  Bay,  151,  1  Am.  Dec  637. 

Jones,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  defendant  was  convicted  and  sen- 
.tenced  under  an  indictment  charging  him 
with  selling  whisky,  with  maintaining  a 
nuisance  by  Iceeping  a  place  where  alcoholic 
liquors  were  kept  for  sale,  were  sold,  and 
where  persons  were  permitted  to  resort  for 


the  purpose  of  drinking  alcoholic  liquors, 
and  for  unlawfully  storing  and  keeping  in 
possession  contraband  liquors.  Over  objec- 
tion, the  court  permitted  the  solicitor  to 
introduce  in  evidence  the  record  of  the  su- 
preme court  in  the  case  of  State  ex  rel.  At- 
torney General,  Petitioner,  v.  Louis  Weil 
and  L.  B.  Owens,  Respondents,  consisting  of 
the  petition  for  injunction  to  restrain  a  nui- 
sance in  violation  of  the  dispensary  law,  the 
affidavits  upon  which  it  was  based,  and  the 
order  of  the  court  perpetually  restraining 
the  said  defendant  frbm  using  the  building 
situated  at  No.  331  Gervais  street,  Colum- 
bia, South  Carolina,  as  a  place  where  al- 
coholic liquors  are  sold  or  dispensed,  and 
from  using  said  premises  as  a  place  where 
persons  are  permitted 'to  resort  for  the  pur- 


sal  in  a  divorce  proceeding  brought  by  a 
husband  for  the  adultery  of  his  wife  is  not 
admissible  on  his  subsequent  prosecution  for 
nonsupport,  where  his  defense  is  the  same 
acts  of  adultery.    State  v.  Bradnack,  supra. 

— that  an  aggravated  assault  upon  a  mar- 
ried woman  may  not  be  proved  by  a  divorce 
decree  granted  the  wife  for  such  assault 
upon  her.    Dunagain  v.  State,  supra. 

— that  the  record  of  a  judgment  in  a  civil 
action  for  seduction,  in  favor  of  the  com- 
plaining witness  and  against  the  defendant, 
in  a  subsequent  bastardy  proceeding,  is  not 
admissible  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
the  fact  that  sexual  intercourse  had  occurred 
between  them ;  and  an  instruction  is  errone- 
ous which  informs  the  jury  that  such  judg- 
ment conclusively  establishes  that  fact,  and 
is  to  be  regarded  by  the  jury  as  res  judi- 
cata, and  not  open  to  dispute;  the  reason 
^iven  for  so  holding  being  that  the  parties 
in  the  two  proceedings  are  not  the  same,  the 
bastardy  action  being  prosecuted  on  behalf 
of  the  state  for  the  benefit  of  the  mother  and 
child,  thus  not  making  her  a  party  to  the 
proceeding.     Glenn  v.  State,  supra. 

— that,  in  a  prosecution  for  larceny  of 
property  which  the  defendant  claimed  to 
nave  purchased  with  funds  of  a  partnership 
existing  between  him  and  the  complaining 
witness,  the  state  cannot  introduce  the  judg- 
ment roll  in  an  action  brought  by  the  for- 
mer again. st  the  latter  for  an  accounting  and 
a  dissolution  of  the  partnership,  in  which  it 
was  decided  that  no  partnership  ever  exist- 
ed.   People  v.  Leiand,  supra. 

— that  a  verdict  and  judgment  in  a  civil 
action,  as  to  the  ownership  of  property,  is 
not  admissible  on  a  subsequent  trial  for  the 
larceny  thereof.     State  v.  Hognrd,  supra. 

It  was  held  in  Com.  v.  Doyle,  132  Mass. 
244,  that,  upon  a  trial  for  keeping  intoxi- 
cating liquors  with  intent  unlawfully  to  sell 
the  same  upon  a  certain  day,  a  record  of 
procredings  which  resulted  in  favor  of  the 
defendant  for  the  seizure  and  forfeiture  of 
certain  intoxicating  liquors  alleged  to  have 
been  kept  by  him  on  such  day  with  intent 
unlawfully  to  sell  the  same  is  inadmissible 
in  the  absence  of  evidence  that  the  time  re- 
lied on  bv  the  government  was  the  same  in 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


both  cases,  although  it  was  admitted  that  the 
liquors  involved  in  the  two  transactions  were 
the  same.  But,  said  the  court,  had  the 
time  relied  on  by  the  government  been  shown 
to  have  been  the  same  in  both  cases,  the 
record  of  the  former  proceeding  might  have 
been   admissible. 

But  it  was  held  in  Dorrell  v.  State,  83 
Ind.  357,  that,  in  a  prosecution  for  the  un- 
lawful removal  of  a  fence,  a  judgment  in  a 
civil  action  between  the  defendant  and  the 
prosecuting  witness  rendered  before  the  com- 
mission of  the  alleged  trespass,  whereby  the 
disputed  boundary  line  between  their  re- 
spective lands  was  defined  and  settled,  is 
admissible  in  evidence.  The  court  said  that 
such  judgment  settled  beyond  dispute  the 
position  of  the  dividing  line  at  the  dat« 
thereof,  and,  consequently,  at  the  date  of  the 
defendant's  alleged  trespass,  unless  there  had 
occurred  in  the  meantime  a  change  in  loca- 
tion; and  whatever  may  have  been  the  true 
location  thereof,  from  the  time  the  judg- 
ment was  rendered  the  line  thereby  defined 
became  the  true  one,  and  hence  it  was  ad- 
missible, not  only  as  evidence  of,  but  as 
constituting,  the  fact,  and  excluding  all  in- 
quiry on  the  subject  into  facts  antedating 
the  judgment. 

So,  in  Noble  v.  People,  Breese  (III.)  29, 
the  record  of  a  civil  suit  was  admitted  in 
a  prosecution  for  forgery,  to  show  the 
amount  that  the  respondent  intended  to  de- 
fraud the  injured  party  of. 

And  in  a  proceeding  against  a  husband 
for  unreasonably  neglecting  to  provide  for 
the  support  of  his  wife,  wherein  he  set  up 
that  his  neglect  was  not  unreasonable  in 
view  of  her  conduct,  and  charged  her  with 
breaches  of  her  marriage  duty,  and  with 
having  declared  that  she  would  not  live  with 
him,  the  record  of  a  decree  of  the  probate 
court'  upon  a  petition  by  the  wife  for  sepa- 
rate maintenance,  declaring  that  she  was 
living  apart  from  defendant  for  justifiable 
cause,  and  ordering  him  to  pay  her  a  desig- 
nated suin  per  month,  together  with  a  rec- 
ord of  a  libel  by  the  husband  for  a  divorce 
on  the  ground  of  drunkenness  and  cruelty, 
and  a  decree  dismissing  the  same  upon  the 
hearing,  were  admissible  in  rebuttal  as  tend- 
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pose  of  drinking  alcoholic  liquors,  and  from 
selling  or  dispensing  alcoholic  liquors.  The 
order  for  judgment  vas  dated  May  26,  1908, 
and  the  affidavits  in  support  covered  prac- 
tically the  same  period  embraced  in  the  in- 
dictment. The  defendant  did  not  appear  in 
the  said  proceedings,  and  the  order  of  the 
court  recites  that  no  answer  or  return  had 
been  filed,  and  no  cause  shown  why  the  in- 
junction should  not  issue. 

The  appeal  presents  the  question  whether 
it  was  error  to  admit  the  record  in  evidence. 
We  think  there  was  error.  The  general 
rule  is  that  a  judgment  in  a  civil  action 
cannot  be  given  in  evidence  in  a  criminal 
action  to  eatablish  the  facts  on  which  it 
was  rendered.  1  Greenl.  £v.  7th  ed.  §  537; 
24  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  831; 


2  Black,  Judgm.  §  529;  Riker  v.  Hooper, 
35  Vt.  457,  82  Am.  Dec.  647;  Stone  t. 
United  States,  167  U.  S.  178,  42  L.  ed.  127, 
17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  778;  Frierson  v.  Jenkins, 
72  S.  C.  342,  110  Am.  St.  Rep.  608,  61  S. 
E.  862,  5  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  77.  The  proceed- 
ings to  enjoin  the  nuisance  were  entertained 
by  the  supreme  court  in  its  original  equi- 
table jurisdiction.  State  ex  rel.  Lyon  ▼. 
Riddock,  78  S.  C.  286,  58  S.  E.  803.  The 
evidence  upon  which  the  judgment  was  ren- 
dered consisted  of  ex  parte  aflidavits  and  the 
failure  of  the  respondent  in  that  proceeding 
to  appear  and  answer.  If  such  a  judgment 
should  be  held  as  the  basis  of  res  judicata, 
or  estoppel  in  a  subsequent  criminal  prose- 
cution, the  practical  effect  would  be  to  an- 
nul the  rule  that  in  criminal  prosecutions 


ing  to  explain  her  conduct,  where  the  de- 
fendant had  taken  the  position  that  leas 
than  what  would  be  sufficient  to  entitle  him 
to  a  divorce  would  justify  him  in  refusing 
to  support  his  wife,  and  had  gone  into  evi- 
dence of  her  conduct  generally.  Com.  v. 
Ham,  156  Mass.  485,  31  N.  E.  639. 

So,  where  it  is  material  for  the  prosecu- 
tion to  show  that  an  assaulted  person  en- 
tered upon  the  defendant's  premises  as  a 
conservator  of  his  property,  the  record  of 
the  probate  court  showing  his  appointment 
is  admissible.  State  v.  Hyde,  29  Conn.  561. 
The  court  said  that  "the  record  was  not 
between  the  same  parties,  which  is  undoubt- 
edly true,  and  would  be  an  objection  if  it 
was  offered  to  prove  a  disputed  fact  sup- 
posed to  be  settled  by  it,  in  respect  to  the 
parties  to  it  or  their  privies,  who  alone  are 
bound  by  it;  but  that  was  not  the  object 
here;  the  question  whether  [the  complain- 
ing witness]  was  the  defendant's  conserva- 
tor was  wholly  collateral  to  the  issue  on 
trial." 

In  Sims  v.  State,  54  Fla.  100,  44  So.  737, 
a  prosecution  against  the  respondent  for 
embezzlement  as  a  public  officer,  the  admis- 
sion in  evidence  of  a  certified  copy  of  the 
verdict  and  judgment  against  him  and  oth- 
ers, in  a  civil  action  at  the  suit  of  the  gov- 
ernor, in  which  a  judgment  for  the  plain- 
tiff was  rendered,  was  held  not  to  be  error, 
for  the  reason  that  no  specific  objection  to 
its  admission  was  made,  the  only  one  relied 
upon  being  that  the  judgment  was  inadmis- 
sible on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  proof 
that  the  respondent  was  ever  served  with 
process,  or  had  his  day  in  court. 

And  in  People  v.  Broughton,  40  Mich. 
339,  13  N.  W.  621,  it  was  held  proper  to 
prove  a  divorce  in  a  prosecution  for  adul- 
tery by  the  introduction  of  the  entire  chan- 
cery record,  provided  no  more  of  it  is  made 
known  to  the  jury  than  its  legal  result,  the 
question  of  the  granting  and  validity  of  the 
decree  being  determined  by  the  court  from 
the  record. 

So,  in  People  ▼.  Kenyon,  03  Mich.  19,  52 
N.  W.  1033,  it  was  held  that  a  judgment  in 
a  civil  suit  for  damages,  in  favor  of  the 
respondent  against  the  prosecutor,  was  not 
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a  bar  to  a  criminal  prosecution  for  an  as- 
sault and  battery,  as  both  may  have  been 
guilty  of  the  assault  and  battery  in  the  same 
transaction,  and  liable  to  criminal  prosecu- 
tion; and  the  fact  of  such  judgment  being 
obtained,  and  that  the  prosecuting  witness 
paid  it,  had  some  bearing  upon  his  testi- 
mony in  the  criminal  case. 

As  proof  of  insanity. 

Cases  are  excluded  from  this  note  which 
pass  upon  the  question  whether  the  deter- 
mination  of  a  court  or  commission  as  to  an 
accused  person's  sanity,  made  merely  to  ob- 
tain admission  to  an  asylum,  and  which 
does  not  fix  the  status  of  the  incompetent 
person,  is  admissible  upon  a  subsequent 
prosecution  for  crime  in  which  the  question 
of  the  accused's  insanity  is  involved.  But 
cases  are  included  where  there  has  been  an 
inquisition  of  lunacy  by  a  jury;  the  reason 
for  including  the  latter  being,  as  stated  in 
Naanes  v.  State,  143  Ind.  2U9,  42  N.  E.  609, 
that,  "in  such  a  proceeding,  the  status  of 
the  party  is  fixed  as  to  all  the  world;"  while 
the  former  proceeding  is  restricted  to  the 
specific  purpose  mentioned. 

Thus,  as  an  inquisition  of  lunacy  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  proceeding  in  rem,  it  may  he 
received  upon  the  trial  of  an  insane  person 
for  a  crime,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  his 
insanity.  R.  v.  Bowler,  0.  B.  June,  1812; 
Starkie,  Ev.  10th  ed.  407,  2  Phillips,  Ev. 
266;  Wheeler  v.  State,  34  Ohio  St.  394,  32 
Am.  Rep.  372;  State  v.  McMurry,  61  Kan. 
87,  58  Pac.  961. 

In  Wheeler  v.  State,  supra,  where  this  doc- 
trine was  applied,  the  inquisition  was  held 
four  years  previous  to  the  commission  of 
the  crime  for  which  the  respondent  was  on 
trial,  and  the  court  said  that  it  was  an  ad- 
judication "concerning  the  status  of  a  per- 
son by  a  court  clothed  with  jurisdiction, 
and,  except  as  otherwise  provided  by  stat- 
ute, the  record  imported  absolute  verity  that 
he  was  then  a  proper  person  to  be  confined 
in  an  insane  asylum.  .  .  .  Inquests  of 
this  character  are  analogous  to  proceedings 
in  rem,  affecting  the  general  and  public  in- 
terest, and  no  one  can  strictly  be  regarded 
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tlie  state  must  establish  the  defendant's 
guilt  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  before  a 
jury.  The  rule  that  a  record  of  judicial 
proceedings  is,  admissible  to  prove  the  fact, 
time,  term,  and  efTect  of  the  judgment, 
means  when  the  existence  of  the  judgment 
is  relevant,  as,  for  example,  when  the  law 
requires  conviction  of  the  principal  as  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  conviction  of  the  acces- 
sory, or  where  the  prior  judgment  consti- 
tutes legal  aggravation  of  the  subsequent 
charge,  or  in  some  instances  to  show  a  series 
of  crimes.  Other  illustrations  might  be 
given,'  but  the  present  case  does  not  fall 
within  the  rule.  A  judgment  is  sometimes 
admitted  as  evidence  of  an  admission,  as 
when  the  defendant  pleads  guilty  or  makes 
a  solemn  admission  on  the  record,  in  which 
case  it  is  governed  by  the  law  applicable  to 
admissions  or  confessions,  and  affords  prima 
facie  evidence  of  the  fact  admitted,  in  a 
subsequent  trial  involving  such  fact.  "But, 
in  order  to  bring  such  admission  home  to 
him,  the  pleading  must  be  either  signed  by 
him,  or  it  must  appear  that  it  was  within 
the   scope   of   the   attorney's  authority   to 


admit  such  facts."  Wharton,  Crim.  Ev.  S 
615.  In  the  case  at  bar  there  was  no  such 
admission  on  the  record.  Under  article  1, 
§  18,  Const.,  the  accused  has  the  right  to  be 
confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him. 
The  object  of  this  provision  was  to  prevent 
the  use  of  affidavits  or  ex  parte  depositions 
against  a  prisoner,  in  lieu  of  a  personal  ex- 
amination of  the  witness  in  the  presence  of 
the  prisoner  and  subject  to  his  right  of 
cross-examination.  Mattox  v.  United  States, 
156  U.  S.  242,  39  L.  ed.  410,  15  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  337.  While  this  provision  is  not  vio- 
lated by  the  introduction  of  proper  doc- 
umentary evidence,  it  is  violated  when  the 
effect  of  the  admission  of  improper  doc- 
uments or  records  may  be  to  furnish  testi- 
mony against  the  prisoner  by  means  of  ex 
parte  affidavits.  Since  the  affidavits  were 
admitted  as  a  part  of  the  record,  it  is 
reasonable  to  assume  that  the  contents 
thereof  were  laid  before  the  jury.  Hence, 
the  admission  of  the  record  was  prejudicial. 
The  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  is  re- 
versed, and  the  case  remanded  for  a  new 
trial. 


as  a  stranger  to  them.  And  such  condition 
of  things  as  the  insanity  of  a  party  being 
shown,  there  is  a  presumption  ot  more  or 
less  force,  according  to  circumstances,  that 
the  same  condition  continued.  Nor  does  the 
time  which  may  have  elapsed  since  the  in- 
quest was  held  affect  the  question  of  its 
admissibility,  .  .  .  though,  of  course,  it 
may  have  great  force  on  the  question  of  the 
weight  of  the  evidence.  Ordinarily,  such  in- 
quisitions are  not  conclusive,  but  only  pri- 
ma facie  evidence  of  incapacity;  .  .  . 
but.  on  a  question  like  that  in  issue  here, 
it  is  manifest  they  cannot  be  regarded  as 
even  prima  facie  evidence.  A  person  who 
is  a  lit  subject  for  confinement  in  an  insane 
asylum  does  not  necessarily  have  immunity 
from  punishment  for  crime;  and  the  length 
of  time  between  confinement  in  the  asylum 
and  the  commission  of  the  act  charged,  the 
nature  of  the  crime,  and  other  facts,  may 
render  such  inquisition  of  little  weight  as 
evidence;  but  its  weight  is  for  the  jury  in 
each  case." 

And  in  State  v.  McMurry,  supra,  the  rec- 
ord of  a  proceeding  in  lunacy  which  showed 
that  the  respondent  was  found  by  a  jury, 
and  adjudged  by  the  probate  court,  to  be  of 
insane  mind,  and  to  be  confined  in  an  asy- 
lum for  the  insane  from  which  he  was  sub- 
sequently discharged  as  "not  restored  to  his 
right  mind,"  was  held  receivable  in  evidence 
on  the  issue  of  his  insanity  raised  by  him 
in  defense  to  an  infotmation  for  a  crime 
alleged  to  have  been  comraJtted  seven  or 
eight  years  after  tlie  inquisition  of  lunacy. 

But  it  was  said  in  State  v.  Grendahl,  131 
Iowa,  602,  109  N.  W.  121,  that  no  matter 
how  conclusive  the  finding  by  a  Jury  in  a 
proceeding  adjudging  one  insane  may  have 
been  on  the  question  of  his  existing  mental 
condition,  it  is  not  conclusive  as  to  his  con- 
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dition  upon  the  subsequent  commission  of  a 
crime;  although,  no  doubt,  it  was  admissi- 
ble as  tending  to  show  his  mental  condition 
at  that  time,  it  was  not  even  prima  facie 
evidence  that  he  was  insane  when  the  crime 
was  committed,  but  it  might  be  considered 
by  the  jury  just  as  any  other  evidence  of  a 
subsequent  insane  condition  would  be,  on 
the  question  of  insanity  at  a  previous  time. 

As  proof  of  former  marriage  on  trial  for 
bigamy. 

In  a  prosecution  for  bigamy  upon  the 
identity  of  the  parties  being  shown,  a  certi- 
fied copy  of  a  decree  rendered  in  a  compe- 
tent court  of  another  state,  after  the  al- 
leged bigamous  marriage,  divorcing  the  ac- 
cused from  his  former  .wife,  is  prima  facie 
evidence  that  she  was  living  when  it  was 
rendered,  and  is  admissible  on  behalf  of  the 
state  to  show  that  he  had  a  wife  living  at 
the  time  of  such  marriage.  State  v.  Ashley, 
37  Ark.  403;  Pontier  v.  State,  107  Md.  384, 
68  Atl.  1059.  But  the  contrary  was  held  in 
State  V.  Sharkey,  73  N.  J.  L.  491,  63  AtL 
866;  and  see  also  People  v.  Beevers,  infra. 

In  Pontier  v.  State,  supra,  where  this  doc- 
trine was  applied  under  similar  circum- 
stances, such  evidence  was  held  admissible 
under  a  statute  providing  that  copies  of 
judgment  or  decrees  rendered  by  any  court 
of  record,  duly  certified,  shall  be  admissi- 
ble in  evidence  in  any  other  court,  to  prove 
the  recovery  thereof. 

But  in  State  v.  Sharkey,  supra,  in  hold- 
ing the  contrary,  the  decision  was  placed 
upon  the  ground  that  in  criminal  proceed- 
ings the  burden  rests  upon  the  state  to 
prove  the  criminal  act  beyond  reasonable 
doubt,  while  a  preponderance  of  the  evidenoo 
is  sufficient  in  a  civil  action. 
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And  it  was  held  in  People  v.  Beevers,  99 
Cal.  286,  33  Pac.  844,  a  prosecution  for  big- 
amy where  the  defense  was  that  the  first 
marria^  was  illegal,  that  a  judepnent  roll 
in  a  civil  action  brought  by  the  alleged  first 
wife  against  the  respondent  for  divorce,  in 
which  a  default  was  talcen  and  from  which 
an  appeal  was  then  pending,  was  inadmis- 
sible aa  evidence  upon  any  question. 

To  prove  divorce  obtained  before  all^fed  big- 
amous marriage. 

It  has  been  held  that,  upon  a  trial  of  a 
man  for  bigamy  in  marrying  C.  while  his 
wife  B.  n-as  living,  in  order  to  show  that  his 
marriage  to  C.  was  not  bigamous,  a  decree 
of  divorce  granted  to  A.  from  the  defend- 
ant, by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  of 
another  state,  subsequent  to  the  alleged  mar- 
riage to  B.,  and  prior  to  his  marriage  to  C, 
is  admissible,  upon  tlie  identity  of  the  par- 
ties appearing,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  invalidity  of  his  marriage  to  B.,  as  the 
decree,  having  been  rendered  in  a  proceed- 
ing in  rem,  is  binding  on  all  the  world  so 
far  as  it  fixes  the  status  of  the  parties 
thereto.  Halbrook  v.  State,  34  Ark.  611, 
36  Am.  Rep.  17;  State  v.  Goodrich,  14  W. 
Va.  834. 

And  this  doctrine  was  applied  in  Com.  ▼. 
Lucas,  158  Mass.  81,  32  N.  E.  1033,  and  the 
accused  was  permitted  to  give  in  evidence  a 
similar  copy  of  a  divorce  decree  rendered  in 
another  state  on  a  trial  for  bigamy,  in  or- 
der to  show  that  he  had  obtained  a  divorce 
from  his  first  wife  before  his  second  mar- 
riage, the  identity  of  tha  parties  being 
shown. 


On  trial  for  perjury. 

Cases  considering  whether  the  judgment 
and  record  in  a  criminal  case  in  which  the 
alleged  perjury  was  committed  is  admissi- 
ble in  a  subsequent  prosecution  therefor  are 
not  herein  included. 

It  is  generally  held  that,  on  a  prosecu- 
tion for  perjury,  the  record  and  judgment 
of  a  civil  suit  in  which  it  is  alleged  to  have 
been  committed  is  admissible  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  showing  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings,  and 
the  materiality  of  the  testimony;  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  court  so  to  limit  and  re- 
strict its  use  by  an  appropriate  instruction 
to  the  jury.  State  v.  Brown,  111  La.  170, 
35  So.  501;  State  v.  Justesen  (Utah)  09 
Pac.  456;  People  v.  Bradbury,  155  Cal.  808, 
103  Pac.  216;  Gabrielsky  v.  State,  13  Tex. 
Add.  428;  Eigflmy  v.  People,  79  N.  Y.  646. 

This  doctrine  was  applied  in  People  v. 
Rodley,  131  Cal.  240,  63  Pac.  351,  to  the 
introduction  of  the  record  of  a  probate  pro- 
ceeding in  which  the  perjury  was  alleged  to 
have  been  committed,  in  order  to  determine 
whether  the  court  had  jurisdiction  of  the 
proceeding. 

On  a  trial  for  perjury,  it  being  proved 
that  the  final  record  in  the  case  has  not 
been  made  up,  the  original  pleadings,  and 
rulings  of  the  court,  and  the  judgment  in 
the  civil  case  in  which  the  perjury  is  al 
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le^ed  to  have  occurred,  are  admissible  in 
evidence.  Smith  v.  State,  103  Ala.  67,  15 
So.  866. 

And  in  R.  t.  Browne,  3  Car.  t  P.  672, 
Lord  Ellenborough  admitted,  on  a  trial  for 
perjury  committed  in  a  civil  suit,  the  rec- 
ord of  the  trial  at  nisi  prius,  with  a  minute 
of  verdict  indorsed  upon  it,  in  order  to 
prove  such  trial,  although  no  postea  was 
drawn  up,  as  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  was 
pending. 

So,  it  was  said  in  Com.  v.  Davis,  94  Ky. 
612,  23  S.  W.  218,  that  as,  upon  a  prosecu- 
tion for  perjury,  it  is  essential  to  prove 
that  the  false  oath  was  taken  knowingly 
and  wilfully,  on  a  subject  concerning  which 
the  party  could  be  legally  sworn,  and  be- 
fore a  person  authorized  to  administer  the 
oath,  these  facts  might  be  shown  by  the 
record  and  judgment  of  the  civil  action  in 
which  the  perjury  is  charged  to  have  been 
committed. 

But  under  no  circumstances  can  the  rec- 
ord or  judgment  be  considered  by  the  jury 
as  proof  of  the  alleged  perjury.  State  v. 
Justesen;  State  v.  Brown;  People  v.  Brad- 
bury; and  Gabrielsky  v.  State, — supra; 
United  States  v.  Burkhardt,  31  Fed.  141. 

Thus,  in  Gabrielsky  v.  State,  supra,  where 
this  rule  was  applied,  the  statute  provided 
that  no  person  should  be  convicted  of  per- 
jury except  upon  testimony  of  two  credible 
witnesses,  or  of  one  credible  witness  cor- 
roborated strongly  by  other  evidence,  as  to 
the  falsity  of  the  defendant's  statement  un- 
der oath;  and,  upon  a  prosecution  therefor, 
where  but  one  witness  testified  as  to  the 
falsity  of  the  defendant's  statement  under 
oath,  the  record  in  the  civil  proceeding  in 
which  the  alleged  false  testimony  was  given 
is  inadmissible  in  corroboration  thereof. 

And  in  United  States  v.  Burkhardt,  su- 
pra, where,  in  a  prosecution  for  perjury,  the 
judgment  roll  in  the  civil  action  in  which 
the  perjury  was  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted was  introduced  in  evidence,  a  convic- 
tion was  set  aside  for  the  reason  that,  after 
the  case  had  been  submitted  to  the  jury 
and  they  were  in  the  act  of  retiring,  one  of 
their  number  asked,  "What  eflect  shall  be 
given  to  the  verdict  of  tlie  jury"  in  the 
civil  .case,  and  the  court  replied,  without 
suggestion  or  objection  from  counsel,  "Give 
it  such  consideration  as  you  may  think  it 
entitled  to,"  the  appellate  court  saying, 
"While  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  is  fully  justified  by  the  evidence, 
without  this  instruction,  yet  I  cannot,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  be  assured  that  it  did 
not  have  some  appreciable  influence  on  the 
result.  The  verdict  in  the  [civil]  case,  in 
connection  with  the  evidence,  showed  that 
the  jury,  in  finding  for  the  plaintiff,  must 
have  disbelieved  the  evidence  of  the  defend- 
ant, and  that  fact  may  have  had  some  in- 
fluence with  the  jury  in  this  case,  in  finding 
that  the  defendant  was  guilty  of  perjury." 

So,  it  was  held  in  Hill  v.  State,  22  Tex. 
App.  679,  3  S.  W.  704,  that,  on  a  trial  for 
perjury  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by 
the  defendant  on  the  trial  of  the  complain- 
ing witness  for  illegally  branding  a  calf, 
30 
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wherein  the  former  testified  that  he  owned, 
and  had  never  sold,  the  calf  to  the  latter, 
the  record  and  judgment  in  a  civil  case  in- 
volving the  title  to  the  calf,  in  which  the 
defendant  recovered  a  judgment  for  costs, 
is  inadmissible,  as  the  parties  to  the  civil 
suit  were  not  the  same  as  in  the  prosecu- 
tion for  perjury,  and  it  was  not  a  cause  tn 
rem,  nor  was  the  judgment  therein  of  a 
public  nature.  But  see  State  v.  Faulk,  in- 
fra. 

And,  upon  a  prosecution  for  perjury  com- 
mitted in  a  criminal  prosecution  for  con- 
spiracy to  extort  money  from  a  street  rail- 
way company  in  a  damage  suit  aeainst  it, 
the  record  of  the  civil  suit  is  inadmissible, 
not  having  any  tendency,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  prove  the  perjury  charged.  Wil- 
kinson V.  People,  226  111.  135,  80  N.  E.  699. 

But  it  was  held  in  State  v.  Faulk,  30  La. 
Ann.  831,  that,  upon  a  prosecution  for  per- 
jury for  having  testified  in  a  civil  action 
that  the  accused  saw  a  father  sell  his  son  a 
mule,  a  judgment  in  a  civil  action  between 
the  father  and  son,  adjudging  that  the  mule 
belonged  to  the  latter,  is  admissible  on  be- 
half of  the  accused,  such  evidence  not  only 
being  relevant,  but  of  the  greatest  conse- 
quence, to  him.  See  also  Hill  v.  iState,  su- 
pra. 


TEXAS    COURT    OF   CRIMINAL    AP- 
PEALS. 

W.  M.  SKIDMORE,  Appt, 
?  v. 

STATE  OF  TEXAS. 

(—  Tex  Crim.  Rep.  — ,  123  S.  W.  1129.) 

Evidence  ^  Incest  ^  other  offenses. 

1.  Upon  a  prosecution  for  incest,  evidence 
of  other  acta  of  intercourse  between  the  par- 
ties is  not  admissible. 

Same  —  birth    of    child  —  rebuttal  —  In- 
tercoarse  with  others. 

2.  To  rebut  the  effect  of  the  evidence  of 
birth  of  a  child  in  support  of  a  prosecution 
for  incest,  accused  may  show  intercourse  be- 
tween prosecutrix  and  another  at  about  the 
time  the  child  was  alleged  to  have  been  con- 
ceived. 

Same  —  supporting  prosecutrix  —  good 
behavior. 

3.  The  state  cannot,  on  a  trial  for  incest, 
introduce  evidence  of  good  behavior  of  prose- 
cutrix at  the  time  the  child  must  have  been 
conceived,  the  evidence  of  the  birth  of  which 
introduced  against  accused  he  is  attempt- 
ing to  overcome  by  showing  criminal  inti- 
macy between  prosecutrix  and  another  at 
such  time. 

Same  —  contents  of  document  —  con- 
cealment  by  accused. 

4.  Parol  evidence  of  conveyances  of  real 
estate  by  one  accused  of  incest  is  admissi- 
ble in  connection  with  evidence  that  ac- 
cused left  the  state,  where  the  deeds  were 
traced  to  his  possession  and  he  waa  noti- 
fied to  produce  them,  which  he  failed  to  do. 
26  L.RJI.(N.S.) 


Trial  —  acts  of  counsel  —  neglect  of  ao- 

cused  to  testify. 

6.  Counsel  should  refrain  from  all  alhl- 
sions,  at  the  trial,  tending  to  call  attenti(Kl 
to  the  fact  that  accused  has  failed  to  taka 
the  stand. 

(Ramsey,  J.,  dissents  from  proposition  L) 

(December  22,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Lamar  Coun- 
ty convicting  him  of  incest.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Moore  &  Park,  H.  B.  Birming- 
ham, and  B.  B.  Sturgeon,  for  appellant: 

Evidence  of  other  acts  of  sexual  inter- 
course were  not  admissible. 

Ball  V.  State,  44  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  489,  72 
S.  W.  386;  Clifton  v.  State,  46  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  18,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  983,  79  S.  W. 
826;  Gillespie  v.  State,  49  Tex.  Crim.  Rep. 
530,  93  S.  W.  656. 

Mr.  F.  J.  McCord  for  appellee. 

Davidson,  P.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

1.  The  state  relied  upon  the  testimony  of 
prosecutrix.  Under  her  testimony  she  was 
an  accomplice,  having  consented  to  the  inter- 
course about  which  she  testified.  Appel- 
lant's testimony  is  that  he  was  not  guilty, 
and  was  not  intimate  with  prosecutrix,  but 
that  she  was  intimate  with  others,  and  in- 
troduced such  evidence  along  those  lines  as 


yote.  ^  .i4dm{«8ibllif!/  of  evidence  of 
prior  or  mibitequent  acts  of  inter- 
course bettceen  the  parties  in  a  prose- 
cution for  incest. 

The  exhaustive  note  to  People  ▼.  Molin- 
eux,  62  L.R.A.  193,  upon  the  question  of  evi- 
dence of  other  crimes  in  criminal  cases, 
deals  specifically,  on  pages  329-338,  with  the 
question  indicated  by  the  above  title. 

Aside  from  Skidmore  v.  State,  and  the 
late  Texas  cases  therein  cited,  but  few  ca'ses 
seem  to  have  been  reported  since  the  prep- 
aration of  that  note. 

In  State  v.  DeMasters,  15  S.  D.  580,  90 
N.  W.  852,  for  the  guidance  of  the  trial 
court  upon  the  new  trial  granted,  the  ap- 
pelhite  court  said  that  in  a  prosecution  for 
incest,  acts  of  undue  familiarity  or  conduct 
subsequent  to  the  time  of  the  commission  of 
the  alleged  ofTense  were  inadmissible. 

In  State  v.  Goodsell,  138  Iowa,  504,  116  N. 
W.  605,  it  was  held  proper  for  the  court  to 
instruct  the  jury  that  other  acta  of  un- 
due familiarity  could  be  considered  as  tend> 
ing  to  prove  defendant's  guilt  of  the  offense 
charged.  Whether  this  had  reference  to 
prior  or  subsequent  acts,  or  both,  does  not 
appear. 

Prior  acts  of  undue  familiarity  which  did 
not  ahow  actual  intercourse  were  held  prop- 
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t1i«  court  would  permit.  Testifying  in  his 
own  behalf,  be  denied  any  act  of  intercourse, 
and  offered  testimony,  much  of  which  was 
rejected,  going  to  prove  bad  conduct  on  the 
part  of  prosecutrix  with  other  men.  Over 
appellant's  objection,  the  state  was  permit- 
ted to  introduce  evidence  of  acts  of  inter- 
course between  prosecutrix  and  appellant 
other  than  that  relied  upon  for  conviction. 
The  act  relied  upon  occurred  in  December. 
The  other  acts  under  her  statement  occurred 
daring  the  previous  months  of  October  and 
November.  We  are  of  opinion  this  evidence 
was  improperly  <tdmitted.  It  seems  from 
the  bill  of  exceptions  the  court  admitted 
this  testimony  under  the  authority  of  the 
recent  case  of  Barrett  v.  State,  55  Tex. 
Crim.  Hep.  182,  115  S.  W.  1187.  That  case 
was  decided  upon  the  authority  of  Burnett 
▼.  State,  32  Tex.  Grim.  Rep.  86,  22  S.  W. 
47.  The  Burnett  Case  had  been  overruled 
in  Clifton  v.  SUte,  46  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  18, 
108  Ana.  St.  Rep.  983,  79  S.  W.  824,  and 
followed  in  Gillespie  v.  State,  49  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  530,  93  S.  W.  556;  Wiggins  v.  State, 
47  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  638,  84  S.  W.  821,  and 
French  v.  State,  47  Tex.  Grim.  Rep.  671,  86 
8.  W.  4.  In  deciding  the  Barrett  Case, 
supra,  this  court  overlooked  the  fact  that 
the  Burnett  Case,  supra,  had  been  overruled 
in  Clifton  v.  State,  and  followed  in  subse- 
quent cases.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the 
case  of  Clifton  v.  State  and  subsequent  cases 
are  correct.  Incest  is  not  a  continuous  of- 
fense. One  act  of  intercourse  is  a  sufficient 
predicate  upon  which  to  base  a  conviction. 
This  has  been  held  in  all  of  the  cases,  and 
may  be  said  to  be  without  exception.  And 
it  is  necessarily  so  under  the  definition  of 
the  offense  as  found  in  article  349  of  the 
Penal  Code  of  1895.  The  same  rule  obtains 
in  rape  cases.  A  single  act  of  rape  or  incest, 
either,  if  proved,  is  sufficient  to  justify  a 
conviction.     Such  is  the  rule  in  Texas,  and 


such  seems  to  be  the  rule  in  all  the  states. 
This  rule  does  not  apply,  however,  to  adul- 
tery. Under  our  statute  adultery  may  be 
constituted  in  one  of  two  ways,  first,  by  liv- 
ing together,  and  having  intercourse,  or  by 
having  habitual  carnal  intercourse  without 
living  together.  This  makes  it  in  a  sense  | 
a  continuous  offense.  In  other  words,  the 
definition  of  "adultery"  has  such  charac- 
teristics that  one  act  is  not  sufficient  unless 
where  the  parties  are  living  together.  The 
rule  has  been  laid  down  and  followed  in 
many  of  the  states  that  prior  acts  of  illicit 
intercourse  between  the  parties  are  inad- 
missible as  corroborative  evidence.  The  of- 
fice of  this  corroborative  evidence  seems  to 
be,  under  the  authorities,  to  render  it  prob- 
able that  by  reason  of  the  prior  act  or  acts 
a  party  would  be  the  more  likely  guilty  of 
the  act  for  which  he  is  being  tried.  This 
rule  has  not  been  followed  in  all  of  the 
states,  and  the  reason  for  the  rule  is  not 
founded  upon  sound  principles.  Prior  acts, 
under  some  circimistances,  may  be  intro- 
ducible;  but  where  the  state  has  made  out 
its  case  the  rule  does  not  obtain.  These  ex- 
ceptions are  well  known  to  courts  and  the 
profession.  This  character  of  evidence  in- 
troduced through  the  mouth  of  prosecutrix 
certainly  could  not  corroborate  her  itate- 
ment,  for  she  is  an  accomplice,  and  cannot 
corroborate  herself.  If  the  other  acts  of 
intercourse  between  the  parties  in  rape  and 
incest  were  admissible,  then  it  is  a  self- 
evident  proposition  that  the  accused  has  a 
right  to  defend  against  each  act  introduced, 
and  meet  it  with  such  testimony  as  he  can 
to  show  that  it  did  not  occur.  Under  this 
state  of  case,  the  accused  would  be  author- 
ized to  defend  against  an  indefinite  number 
of  illicit  acts  introduced  by  the  state  which 
are  in  no  way  connected  with  the  one  for 
which  he  is  being  tried,  and  the  trial  would 
stretch  out  over  such  transactions  for  per- 


erlv  admitted  in  evidence  in  Pridemore  v. 
State,  53  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  620,  111  S.  W. 
155. 

In  a  prosecution  for  incest,  it  was  held 
competent  for  the  state  to  prove  acts  of 
sexual  intercourse  between  the  parties  pri- 
or to  the  specific  act  charged  in  the  indict- 
ment, in  State  v.  Judd,  132  Iowa,  296,  109 
N.  W.  802,  11  A.  4  E.  Ann.  Cas.  91;  Stete 
v.  De  Hart,  109  Ia.  570,  83  So.  605;  State 
V.  Pruitt,  202  Mo.  49,  100  8.  W.  431,  10 
A.  t  E.  Ann.  Cas.  654;  Smothers  ▼.  State, 
81  Neb.  426,  116  N.  W.  162;  and  State  v. 
Wood,  33  Wash.  290,  74  Pac.  380. 

In  People  v.  Block,  120  App.  Div.  364, 
106  N.  Y.  Supp.  275,  the  girl  testified  that, 
daring  the  three  months  leading  up  to  the 
night  on  which  the  particular  act  was  al- 
lied to  have  occurred,  they  slept  together 
and  indulged  their  passions  almost  nightly. 
No  objection  seems  to  have  been  raised  to 
this  evidence,  but  the  defendant  did  object 
2eL.R-A.(N.S.) 


to  the  admission  of  his  confession  of  these 
facts.  The  court  said:  "It  is  competent 
in  cases  of  this  kind  to  show  the  relations 
of  the  parties." 

In  People  v.  Stratton,  141  Gal.  604,  75 
Pac.  166,  it  was  held  that  there  was  no 
error  in  permitting  the  girl  to  testify  to 
frequent  and  repeated  acts  of  sexual  inter- 
course with  the  defendant.  Whether  these 
acts  were  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  act 
charged  does  not  appear. 

Most  of  these  cases  content  themselves 
with  mere  citation  of  other  cases,  and  make 
no  argument  in  support  of  this  exception 
to  the  general  rule  as  applied  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  other  crimes. 

But  in  State  v.  Pruitt  and  State  v.  Wood, 
supra,  the  reason  for  admitting  such  evi- 
dence was  said  to  be  that  it  tends  to  estab- 
lish an  antecedent  probability  that  the  de- 
fendant did  commit  the  specific  offense 
charged. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


408 


TEXAS  COURT  OF  CRIMINAL  APPEALS. 


Dec., 


haps  jrears.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
trial  on  the  main  case  would  be  lost  sight  of 
in  introducing  evidence  pro  and  con  as  to 
the  prior  acts.  Under  such  state  of  case, 
appellant  would  be  called  upon  to  answer 
for  such  acts  of  illicit  intercourse  about 
which  he  had  no  notice  in  the  indictment, 
and  which  be  was  no  way  legally  apprised 
would  be  used  against  him;  and  it  would 
doubtless  further  result  in  a  conviction  on 
general  principles  instead  of  for  the  particu- 
lar oifense  alleged  against  him.  This  court 
has  for  years  held,  in  incest  and  rape,  evi- 
dence of  prior  acts  inadmissible,  and  the 
decisions  place  the  two  offenses  in  this  re- 
spect upon  the  same  basis.  We  believe  the 
rule  ought  to  be,  in  this  character  of  case, 
and  all  others,  that  the  accused  should  be 
tried  for  the  offense  of  which  he  is  indicted, 
and  that  the  state  would  be  prohibited  from 
going  out  and  hunting  up  the  derelictions 
of  a  life,  or  for  years,  and  inject  them  into 
the  case  simply  to  show  the  probability  that, 
because  be  had  heretofore  been  guilty  of 
something,  therefore  he  might  be  guilty  in 
the  case  on  triaL  We  think  that  on  sound 
reasoning  and  on  principle  the  decisions  in 
Clifton  V.  State,  supra,  and  those  cases  that 
follow  it,  are  correct  and  enunciate  the  cor- 
rect doctrine.  The  Barrett  Case,  supra, 
therefore  is  overruled.  We  hold,  therefore, 
upon  a  review  of  the  whole  question,  that 
the  rule  laid  down  in  the  Clifton  Case, 
supra,  and  those  cases  that  are  in  accord 
with  and  follow  it,  is  correct. 

2.  The  state  having  introduced  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  on  the  17th  of  September 
prosecutrix  gave  birth  to  a  child  following 
the  intercourse  testified  by  prosecutrix  as 
having  occurred  the  previous  month  of  De- 
cember, appellant  offered  evidence  to  show 
that  during  the  month  of  December  and 
during  the  months  of  October  and  November 
prosecutrix  had  carnal  intercourse  with 
another  man.  This  was  rejected  by  the 
court,  and  that  ruling  is  presented  for  re- 
vision. We  are  of  opinion  the  court  was  in 
error.  Having  introduced  the  fact  that  the 
girl  had  a  child  within  nine  months  after 
she  stated  appellant  had  intercourse  with 
her  the  previous  December,  appellant  had  the 
legal  right  to  show,  if  he  could,  that  he  was 
not  the  father  of  the  child.  This  question 
was  decided  in  the  case  of  Bader  v.  State 
(Tex.  Crim.  Rep.)  122  S.  W.  565,  at  the 
present  term  of  the  couri.  The  usual  rule 
is,  where  the  evidence  is  clear  that  the  ac- 
cused had  sexual  intercourse  with  prosecu- 
trix, it  is  immaterial  how  often  other  par- 
ties may  have  had  intercourse  with  her,  or 
as  to  who  they  were.  The  fact  that  parties 
had  intercourse  with  each  other  who  are 
within  the  prohibited  degrees  mentioned  in 
the  statute  is  sufficient  to  prove  the  case, 
26  L.RA.(N.S.) 


and  it  would  make  no  difference  how  often 
the  female  relative  may  have  had  intercourse 
with  other  men;  but  that  rule  does  not  ap- 
ply in  this  particular  case,  for  the  reason 
the  state  introduced  the  fact  of  the  birth 
of  the  child  as  a  circumstance.  Appellant 
had  the  right  to  prorve,  under  these  circum- 
stances, by  this  character  of  proof,  that 
another  party  may  have  been  the  father  of 
the  child,  as  a  means  of  meeting  this  phase 
of  the  state's  case.  Testimony  that  is  often 
not  admissible  as  original  testimony  in  be- 
half of  the  party  offering  it  may,  and  does, 
become  admissible  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
facts  and  circumstances  are  introduced 
against  him  by  the  other  side.  The  state 
having  relied  upon  the  fact  that  the  birth 
of  the  child  was  the  result  of  the  inter- 
course between  appellant  and  his  niece  in 
December,  which  intercourse  was  denied  by 
him,  he  could  prove  by  the  same  character 
of  testimony  relied  upon  by  the  state  that 
another  party  was  the  father  of  the  child. 
This  has  been  the  rule  in  Texas  since  the 
case  of  Dubose  ▼.  State,  10  Tex.  App.  230. 
That  case  has  been  followed  with  an  un- 
broken line  of  decisions.  Hart  v.  State,  16 
Tex.  App.  234,  49  Am.  Rep.  188;  Kuude  v. 
State,  22  Tex.  App.  97,  3  S.  W.  325;  Mc- 
Inturf  V.  State,  20  Tex.  App.  335,  and  cases 
there  cited;  Johnson  v.  State,  49  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  314,  94  S.  W.  224;  Kirhy  v.  State,  49 
Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  517,  93  S.  W.  1030;  CofTelt 
V.  State,  19  Tex.  App.  436;  Murphy  v.  SUte, 
36  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  24,  35  S.  W.  174;  Har- 
rison V.  State,  47  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  393,  83 
S.  W.  699. 

3.  Appellant  offered  to  prove  by  the  wit- 
ness Frank  Hill  that  during  the  months  of 
September,  October,  November,  and  Decem- 
ber, he  had  intercourse  with  prosecuting 
witness,  Effie  Skidmore.  On  objection  by 
the  state  the  court  excluded  this  testimony. 
This  was  admissible  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  acts  of  intercourse  had  with 
the  witness  during  the  month  of  December 
might  have  brought  about  the  pregnancy  of 
EfiBe  Skidmore,  and  that  he  was  the  father 
of  her  child  bom  thu  following  September. 
As  before  stated,  this  evidence  was  admis- 
sible for  the  purpose  mentioned. 

4.  John  C.  Hamilton,  after  stating  that 
he  knew  Miss  Effie  Skidmore,  and  that  he 
waited  on  her  for  about  seven  or  eight 
months  occasionally  while  she  was  living 
with  her  father,  was  asked  by  counsel  for 
the  state  to  state  to  the  jury  whether  or  not 
during  the  time  he  had  waited  on  her  he 
ever  saw  any  impropriety  or  misconduct  on 
her  part.  Appellant  urged  objections  to 
this  testimony  to  the  effect  that  the  sfsta 
was  not  entitled  to  show  what  her  general 
reputation  was,  or  introduce  evidence  of  this 
character  fo  meet  the  acts  of  impropriety 
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Introdneed  against  her  by  appellant,  and 
that  the  8tat«  would  not  be  authorized  to 
specify  acta  of  morality  or  good  conduct 
upon  her  part.  As  a  rule,  evidence  in  re- 
gard to  the  character  or  reputation  of  prose- 
cutrix, in  a  case  of  incest,  is  not  admissible, 
for  it  would  make  no  difference  what  her 
reputation  was  if  the  incestuous  intercourse 
occurred.  The  law  would  be  violated  if  the 
prohibited  relation  existed,  even  though  the 
prosecutrix  was  a  prostitute.  But  we  are 
of  opinion,  even  where  the  character  or 
reputation  of  prosecutrix  for  some  reason 
occurring  during  the  trial  is  introducible, 
yet  not  the  character  of  testimony  men- 
tioned in  the  bill  of  exceptions.  The  fact 
that  Hamilton  associated  with  this  girl  and 
taw  no  evidence  of  impropriety  in  her  con- 
duct would  not  be  admissible. 

5.  We  are  of  opinion,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, that  the  evidence  with  reference 
to  the  conveyance  of  land  by  appellant. to 
his  sister  was  admissible  as  shown  by  the 
bill  of  exceptions.  The  deed  of  conveyance 
from  himself  to  his  sister,  and  the  deed  from 
her  reconveying  the  land,  were  in  the  pos- 
session of  appellant,  or  at  least  had  been 
traced  to  his  possession.  The  state,  in  any 
event,  did  not  have  the  deeds  or  access  to 
them,  and  could  in  no  manner  produce  them. 
Notice  had  been  given  appellant  to  produce 
the  deeds,  else  the  state  would  introduce 
secondary  evidence.  The  deeds  were  not 
produced,  and  the  evidence  tendered  in  the 
bill  of  exceptions  as  well  as  in  statement 
of  facts  was  introduced  through  the  mouths 
of  witnesses  to  prove  the  conveyance,  dates, 
etc.  This  evidence  was  introduced  in  con- 
nection with  the  fact  that  appellant  left  the 
state  for  a  short  while  and  returned.  While 
he  gave  an  explanation  of  these  matters, 
still  this  was  evidence  on  the  part  of  the 
state  to  go  to  the  jury. 

6.  The  remark  of  counsel  for  the  state  to 
the  effect  that,  if  appellant  would  take  the 
stand,  he  could  prove  certain  facts  by  him, 
will  not  occur  upon  another  trial.  There- 
foie  it  is  not  discussed.  It  may  be  well 
enough  to  remark  that  all  allusions  of  this 
sort  should  not  be  indulged  during  the  trial. 
Such  allusions  can  serve  no  good  purpose, 
and,  whether  strictly  erroneous  or  not,  or 
Kally  in  fact  referring  to  the  failure  of  the 
defendant  to  testify  or  not,  are  trenching 
on  dangerous  grounds,  and  are  wholly  un- 
necessary, and  may  involve  questions  of  re- 
versible nature  when  there  is  no  necessity 
for  it 

For  the  errors  indicated,  the  judgment  is 
reversed,  and  the  cause  is  remanded. 

Ramsey,  J.,  dissenting: 
I  agree  that  the  conclusion  reached  in  the 
oinnion  reversing  this  cose  is  correct,  and  I 


have  no  serious  disagreement  with  the  opin- 
ion except  in  the  first  paragraph  thereof. 

It  is  my  firm  belief  that  in  prosecutions 
for  incest  it  is  permissible,  in  corroboration 
of  the  testimony  of  the  state,  to  show  acts 
of  familiarity,  relationship,  fondness,  inti- 
mate association,  or  other  acts  of  criminal 
intercourse  both  before  and  after  the  act 
relied  upon  as  the  basis  of  conviction,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  rule  that  these  matters 
shall  be  so  related  in  point  of  time  that 
they  will  throw  some  light  on,  tend  to  ex- 
plain, and  corroborate  the  particular  act 
relied  on  for  a  conviction.  I  have  not  had, 
in  the  closing  hours  of  this  year,  the  oppor- 
tunity to  exhaust  the  subject  fully  or  to 
extend  my  investigations  as  far  as  I  would 
desire;  but  my  investigation  has  covered 
such '  authorities  as  are  readily  accessible, 
and  these  authorities  are  so  numerous  and 
overwhelming,  and  the  reasoning  is  so  sound 
and  conclusive  in  favor  of  this  rule,  that  I 
must  go  on  record  upholding  the  decisions 
of  this  court  in  the  case  of  Burnett  t.  State, 
32  Tex.  Grim.  Rep.  86,  22  S.  W.  47,  and  the 
more  recent  case  of  Barrett  v.  State,  56  Tex. 
Crim.  Rep.  182,  116  S.  W.  1187.  I  feel  that 
the  court,  in  some  expressions  in  the  cases 
of  Clifton  y.  State,  46  Tex.  CriuL  Rep.  18, 
108  Am.  St.  Rep.  983,  79  S.  W.  824,  and 
French  v.  State,  47  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  571, 
85  S.  W.  4,  has,  without  consideration,  fallen 
into  an  obvious  error,  which  was  justly 
righted  in  the  case  of  Barrett  v.  State, 
supra,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  depart 
from  the  rule  announced  in  the  Barrett 
Case,  but  ought  to  reaffirm  and  follow  it. 
Before  treating  the  later  cases  departing 
from  the  rule  in  Burnett  v.  State,  supra, 
I  desire  to  quote  from  that  case.  The 
opinion  in  that  case  was  rendered  on  the 
22d  day  of  April,  1893,  when  the  court  was 
composed  of  Judges  Hurt,  Davidson,  and 
Simkins.  The  opinion  was  written  by  Judge 
Simkins.  The  question  was  squarely  pre- 
sented, and  was  essential  to  a  decision  of 
the  case.  It  was  the  only  point  made  in  the 
case,  and  the  only  question  raised  or  de- 
cided. It  was  a  case  of  incest.  The  opinion 
is  short,  and  is  as  follows :  "Appellant  was 
convicted  of  incest,  and  his  punishment 
fixed  at  two  years  in  the  penitentiary,  from 
which  he  appeals.  The  sole  question  rai-sed 
in  the  case  is  whether  the  state  can  prove 
the  crime  of  incest  by  evidence  of  more 
than  one  act.  This  is  not  an  open  question. 
It  is  well  settled  that  in  prosecutions  for 
adultery,  or  for  illicit  intercourse  of  any 
class,  evidence  is  admissible  of  sexual  acts 
between  the  same  parties  prior  to,  or,  when 
indicating  continuousness  of  illicit  relations, 
even  subsequent  to,  tbe  act  specifically  under 
trial.  Wharton.  Crim.  Ev.  §  35.  The  testi- 
mony tends  strongly  to  establish  illicit  rela- 
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tions,  long  continued,  between  the  parties, 
and,  if  true,  there  can  be  no  question  of  ap- 
pellant's guilt.  The  judgment  is  aCBrmed." 
This  decision  is  in  line  with  the  authorities 
the  world  over,  practically  without  a  dis- 
sent, and  the  later  rule,  as  I  shall  under- 
take to  show,  is  not  only  intrinsically  un- 
sound, but  opposed  to  enlightened  principles 
and  the  practically  uniform  holdings  of 
courts  of  the  highest  standing  and  respecta- 
bility throughout  the  land.  It  is  also  op- 
posed to  the  statement  of  the  law  as  found 
in  works  of  the  highest  authority. 

In  Cyclopedia  of  Law  &  Procedure,  vol. 
22,  p.  63,  the  rule  is  thus  stated:  "When 
incest  is  charged,  prior  acts  of  sexual  inter- 
course between  the  same  parties,  or  previous 
familiarities  not  amounting  to  actual  inter- 
course, are  admissible,  not  as  affording  proof 
of  a  substantial  offense  in  themselves,  but 
as  corroborating  other  evidence  of  the  act 
charged,  and  as  tending  to  show  the  re- 
lations existing  between  the  parties  as  bear- 
ing upon  the  probability  of  the  commission 
of  the  crime  charged.  And  this  rule  is  ap- 
plicable to  prior  acts  of  intercourse,  al- 
though a  prosecution  therefor  has  been 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.  But 
when  evidence  of  prior  acts  of  intercourse 
is  admitted  in  evidence  it  is  held  to  be  error 
not  to  instruct  the  jury  that  such  evidence 
is  to  be  considered  only  as  corroborating 
other  evidence  of  the  commission  of  the 
crime.  ...  In  some  jurisdictions  acts 
of  familiarity  or  intercourse  subsequent  to 
the  time  of  the  alleged  offense  are  inadmis- 
sible; but  in  other  jurisdictions  the  rule 
is  laid  down  that  acts  of  improper  famil- 
iarity or  illicit  intimacy  or  relations  be- 
tween the  parties,  subsequent  as  well  as 
prior  to  the  act  charged,  are  admissible  as 
corroborative  evidence,  when  they  tend  to 
show  a  continuous  illicit  relationship.  Such 
acts  are  never  admissible,  however,  as  in- 
dependent, subsequent  offenses,  or  until  the 
prosecution  has  selected  some  particular 
acts  of  a  certain  date,  and  has  elected  to 
rely  upon  proof  of  such  fact  for  a  con- 
viction." The  authorities  supporting  the 
proposition  are  as  follows :  People  v.  Strat- 
ton,  141  Cal.  604,  75  Pac.  166;  People  v. 
Patterson,  102  Cal.  239,  36  Pac.  436;  Taylor 
V.  State,  110  Ga.  150,  35  S.  E.  161 ;  Lefforge 
v.  State,  129  Ind.  551,  29  N.  E.  34;  State 
▼.  Markins,  95  Ind.  464,  48  Am.  Rep.  733; 
State  V.  Kurd,  101  Iowa,  391,  70  N.  W. 
613;  Smith  v.  Com;  109  Ky.  685,  60  S.  W. 
531 ;  Mathis  v.  Com.  11  Ky.  L.  Rep.  882,  13 
8.  W.  360;  State  v.  De  Hart,  109  La.  570, 
33  So.  605;  People  t.  Skutt,  96  Mich.  449, 
56  N.  W.  11 ;  People  v.  Cease,  80  Mich.  576, 
45  N.  W.  585;  People  v.  Jenness,  5  Mich. 
305;  State  v.  Pippin,  88  N.  C.  040:  Stnte 
*v.  Kemp,  87  N.  C.  538;  Com.  v.  Bell,  lUO 
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Pa.  405,  31  Atl.  123;  State  v.  Reynolds,  48 
S.  C.  384,  26  S.  E.  679;  State  v.  De  Masters, 
15  S.  D.  581,  90  N.  W.  852;  Burnett  v. 
State,  supra.  The  authorities  holding  that 
this  rule  applies  to  acts  of  prior  intercourse, 
although  a  prosecution  therefor  has  been 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  are  as 
follows:  Taylor  v.  State;  State  v.  Pippin; 
and  Com.  v.  Bell,  supra.  As  to  subsequent 
acts,  the  following  authorities  hold  such 
testimony  inadmissible:  Lovell  v.  State,  12 
Ind.  18;  Clifton  v.  State,  46  Tex.  Crira. 
Rep.  18,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  983,  79  S.  W. 
824;  State  v.  De  Masters,  supra. 

The  rule  established  in  Lovell  v.  State, 
supra,  was  overruled  in  the  later  case  of 
Lefforge  v.  State,  supra.  So,  the  cases 
supporting  the  contrary  of  my  position  are 
limited  to  the  case  of  Clifton  ▼.  State,  and 
the  case  of  State  v.  De  Masters,  supra,  and 
by  a  divided  court  in  State  v.  Hilberg,  22 
Utah,  42,  61  Pac.  219.  It  is  significant, 
too,  that  the  states  upholding  this  doctrine 
are  those  in  one  of  which  polygamy  was, 
within  the  memory  of  men  still  living, 
thought  te  be  a  virtue,  and  in  the.  other  of 
which,  until  in  recent  times,  divorces  were 
ground  out  while  you  wait.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  reasoning  is  utterly  unsound  and 
fallacious. 

The  doctrine  of  the  Burnett  and  Barrett 
Cases  is  thus  laid  down  in  16  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  139:  "Previous  acta 
of  lascivious  familiarity  between  the  parties 
not  amounting  to  actual  intercourse  are 
competent  evidence  in  prosecutions  for  in- 
cest, since  the  evidence  is  of  such  character 
as  tends  to  make  it  probable  that  the  par- 
ties did  commit  the  specific  offense  charged; 
they  constitute  the  foundation  of  an  ante- 
cedent probability.  .  .  .  And  it  has  been 
asserted  that  while  it  is  a  general  rule  in 
criminal  cases  that  evidence  of  the  commis- 
sion of  other  though  similar  offenses,  by  the 
defendant,  is  not  admissible  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  he  was  more  likely  to  have 
committed  tlie  offense  for  which  he  was  on 
trial,  nor  us  corroborating  the  testimony 
relating  to  tlic  commission  of  such  principal 
offense,  the  courts  hare  shown  a  disposition 
to  relax  the  rule  in  rases  where  the  offense 
consists  of  illicit  intercourse  between  the 
sexes.  Accordingly,  evidence  of  previous 
acts  of  actual  intercourse  between  the  par- 
ties is  admissible,  if  offered  to  show  an 
antecedent  disposition  to  perpetrate  the 
crime,  and  not  to  prove  distinct  and  sub- 
stantive offenses;  such  evidence  being  of 
much  stronger  probative  force  than  mere 
acte  of  indecent  familiarity.  .  .  .  If  an 
act  is  so  remote  in  point  of  time  from  the 
act  laid  in  the  indictment  that  the  statute 
of  limitations  would  protect  the  partiei- 
pant:i  in  it  in  case  of  their  prosecution  ther^ 
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for,  evidence  tliereof  is  still  admissible  if 
it  is  one  of  a  series  of  acts  indicating  con- 
tinuousnesB  of  sexual  intercourse.  .  .  . 
Evidence  of  acts  of  illicit  intercourse  be- 
tween the  parties  subsequent  to  the  act 
specifically  under  trial  is  admissible  when 
indicating  oontinuousness  of  illicit  rela- 
tions." 

In  the  Century  Dijiest  (vol.  22,  p.  43)  the 
general  rule  is  stated  that,  on  a  trial  for 
incest,  evidence  of  sexual  acts  between  the 
parties,  subsequent  to  the  act  charged,  is 
admissible,  citing  Mathis  v.  Com.  11  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  882,  13  S.  VV.  360,  and  Burnett  v. 
State,  supra.  And  the  only  case  cited  by 
the  compiler  of  that  valuable  work  to  the 
contrary  is  the  case  of  Lovell  v.  State,  supra, 
rendered  in  1850,  which  was  overruled  both 
in  the  case  of  Lefforge  v.  State,  supra,  and 
also  in  the  case  of  State  v.  Marlcins,  supra. 
So  that  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  majority 
opinions,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain,  has  not  received  the  sanction  of 
any  text  writer,  and  is  not  supported  by 
any  decision  in  America  except  in  the  South 
Dalcota  and  Utah  cases  above  'referred  to. 

The  Burnett  Case,  in  which  the  view  I 
entertained  was  first  affirmed,  was  overruled 
for  the  first  time  in  the  case  of  Clifton  v. 
State,  supra,  evidently  on  a  misapprehen- 
sion of  the  effect  of  former  decisions  of  this 
tribunal,  as  I  shall  undertake  to  demon- 
strate. The  first  time  the  Burnett  Case  was 
referred  to,  so  far  as  my  investigations  have 
disclosed,  was  in  the  case  of  Smith  v.  State, 
44  Tex.  Crim.  Sep.  137,  100  Am.  St.  Sep. 
849,  68  S.  W.  995.  That  opinion  was 
rendered  on  the  11th  day  of  June,  1902, 
when  this  court  was  composed  of  Judge 
Davidson,  presiding  judge,  with  Judges  Hen- 
derson and  Brooks  sitting.  That  was  a  rape 
case.  In  that  opinion  not  only  was  the 
case  of  Burnett  v.  State,  supra,  not  over- 
ruled, but  the  correctness  of  the  rule  there- 
in laid  down  was  recognized.  Judge  Hen- 
derson, who  wrote  the  opinion,  says: 
"Wharton,  Crim.  Ev.  §  35,  lays  down  the 
proposition  in  general  terms  that,  'in 
prosecutions  for  adultery  or  for  illicit  inter- 
course of  any  class,  evidence  is  admissible 
of  sexual  acts  between  the  same  parties 
prior  to,  or,  when  indicating  continuousness 
of  illicit  relations,  even  subsequent  to,  the 
act  specifically  under  trial.  Prior  sexual 
attempts  on  the  same  woman  are  admissible 
under  the  same  limitations,  on  a  trial  of 
rape.'  We  have  examined  the  authorities, 
and,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  there  is  no 
case  where  the  party  was  being  tried  for 
rape,  in  which  subsequent  acts  to  that 
charged  in  the  indictment  were  admitted  in 
evidence.  But  it  is  urged  by  the  state  that 
rape  of  a  girl  under  fifteen  years  of  age, 
with  her  consent,  is,  as  to  the  act  of  carnal 
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intercourse,  analogous  to  cases  of  adultoiy 
and  incest;  and  then  the  rule  with  reference 
to  the  admission  of  testimony  in  such  cases 
is  applicable  here.  That  is,  that  any  testi- 
mony which  would  tend  to  show  familiarity 
between  the  parties  involving  like  offense 
not  too  remote,  though  subsequent,  would 
be  admissible  in  evidence  as  a  circumstance 
tending  to  show  the  likelihood  that  appel- 
lant committed  the  offense  charged  against 
him.  We  confess  that  the  reasons  for  the 
admissibility  of  such  testimony  in  the  one 
case  seem  equally  cogent  in  the  other.  Bur- 
nett V.  State,  32  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  87,  22  S. 
W.  47,  and  particularly  see  Bishop,  Statu- 
tory Crimes,  §  682.  However,  as  stated  be- 
fore, no  authority  can  be  found  extending 
this  doctrine  to  cases  of  rape;  and  we  ap- 
prehend it  will  be  found  that  even  in  incest 
and  adultery  cases,  being  continuous  offense, 
such  testimony  is  admissible  only  as  tend- 
ing to  solve  some  controverted  issue." 

The  next  case,  in  point  of  time,  referring 
to  this  matter,  is  the  case  of  Ball  v.  State, 
44  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  489,  72  8.  W.  385.  That 
was  a  case  of  rape.  In  discussing  the  man- 
ner. Judge  Henderson,  who  wrote  the  opin- 
ion, says:  "This  question  was  reviewed  in 
Smith  ▼.  State,  supra,  and,  after  reviewing 
the  authorities,  we  held  that  the  acts  in 
said  case  were  not  admissible.  The  acts 
which  were  there  complained  of  were  sub- 
sequent, but  more  remote  in  point  of  time 
than  those  here  suggested.  It  was  pointed 
out  in  said  case  that  the  authorities  author- 
ized the  introduction  of  evidence  of  subse- 
quent acte  in  cases  of  incest  and  adultery, 
which  were  continuous  offenses.  Burnett  v. 
Stete,  supra;  Wharton,  Crim.  Ev.  §  35; 
Bishop,  Statutory  Crimes,  §  682.  It  was 
further  remarked  in  said  case  that  we  could 
find  no  authority  extending  this  doctrine  to 
cases  of  rape;  but  it  was  suggested,  in  that 
connection,  that  it  was  difficult  to  discrim- 
inate in  principle  between  the  admission  of 
such  evidence  in  cases  of  rape  by  consent, 
where  prosecutrix  was  under  age,  and  cases 
of  incest  and  adultery.  The  only  object  of 
such  testimony  in  either  case  was  to  shed 
light  upon  the  main  question  at  issue,  which 
was  as  to  the  act  of  carnal  intercourse  be- 
tween the  parties.  But  inasmuch  as  the 
question  is  again  presented,  we  have  deemed 
it  proper  to  again  look  into  the  authorities. 
We  understand  the  state  relies  upon  Sharp 
V.  State,  15  Tex.  App.  171,  as  authorizing 
this  character  of  evidence.  We  have  exam- 
ined that  case,  and,  while  we  find  appellant, 
in  his  brief,  raises  the  question  of  subse- 
quent acts,  we  do  not  find  the  court,  in  its 
opinion,  treated  that  phase  of  the  case,  but 
merely  decided  the  question  as  to  the  ad- 
mission of  prior  acts.  As  steted  heretofore, 
we  con  find  no  case  of  rape  where  subse- 
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quent  acts  have  been  held  to  be  admissible." 
Again  in  substance,  and  in  effect,  recogniz- 
ing the  distinction  between  the  cases  of 
rape  anc^  incest,  and  again  affirming  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  Bur- 
nett T.  State,  supra,  and  declaring  the  rule 
in  harmony  with  that  recognized  by  Whar- 
ton and  Bishop,  both  of  whom  are  referred 
to  with  approval  in  the  opinion. 

This  .question,  as  applied  to  a  case  of 
rape,  again  came  before  the  court  in  the 
second  appeal  of  Smith  t.  State  (Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.)  73  S.  W.  402,  rendered  on  the  26th 
day  of  March,  1903.  The  opinion  of  the 
court  on  that  appeal  was  written  by  Judge 
Brooks.  He  held,  in  substance,  that,  in  a 
case  of  prosecution  for  rape,  evidence  of 
acts  of  intercourse  committed  with  the 
prosecutrix  subsequent  to  the  offense  alleged 
in  the  indictment  is  inadmissible  in  cor- 
roboration, or  to  convict  accused  on  general 
principles.  He  says:  "It  is  not  permissible 
to  prove  independent  and  distinct  crimes  to 
the  one  on  trial,  unless  they  form  part  of  a 
system  or  part  of  the  res  geatce,  or  to  iden- 
tify the  accused.  Proof  of  such  other  crimes 
is  not  admissible,  except  as  stated,  imder 
the  rules  of  evidence  in  this  state,  and  the 
court  was  in  error  in  so  holding.  And  in 
so  far  as  the  cases  of  Hamilton  v.  State, 
36  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  372,  37  S.  W.  431 ;  Cal- 
lison  y.  State,  37  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  216,  39 
S.  W.  300;  Hanks  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.)  38  S.  W.  173;  Cooksey  v.  State  (Tex. 
Crim.  Rep.)  58  S.  W.  103, — announce  a  con- 
trary rule,  the  same  are  hereby  overruled." 
It  will  thus  be  noted  that  the  court,  in 
terms  and  by  name,  overrules  a  number  of 
cases  applying  this  doctrii^e  to  cases  of  rape, 
but  wisely  spared  the  rule  laid  down  in 
Burnett  v.  State,  supra,  and  which  had 
therefore  been  in  terms  recognized  by  the 
court  composed  of  these  same  judges.  In^ 
the  case  of  Barnett  v.  State,  44  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  692,  100  Am.  St.  Rep.  873,  73  8.  W. 
399,  on  the  same  day  or  day  before,  in  a 
rape  case,  the  court  laid  down  the  same 
rule;  and  again  left  the  Burnett  Case  un- 
molested and  undisturbed. 

In  the  case  of  Clifton  v.  State,  supra, 
the  Burnett  Case  was,  without  discussion, 
and  obviously  on  a  misapprehension  of  the 
authorities,  in  terms,  overruled.  That  was 
a  case  of  incest  in  which  other  acts  of  inter- 
course were  offered  and  admitted  in  evi- 
dence. Discussing  this  matter.  Judge  David- 
son, speaking  for  the  court,  says:  "All  this 
testimony  should  have  been  excluded.  Ball  v. 
State;  Smith  v.  State;  and  Barnett  v.  State, 
— supra.  While  the  above  were  rape  cases,  the 
question  involved  is  practically  the  same. 
There  are  no  reasons  which  exist  in  regard  to 
the  admission  of  other  acts  of  intercourse  in 
rape  that  would  not  reasonably  apply  to 
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the  crime  of  incest.  Incest  la  not  a  con- 
tinuous offense;  each  act  of  incestuous  in- 
tercourse constitutes  a  different  offense. 
The  state  relies  upon  Burnett's  Case,  32 
Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  86,  22  S  W.  47!  The  opin- 
ion in  that  case  is  authority  for  the  con- 
tention of  the  state.  The  cases  cited  supra 
are  in  conflict  with  Burnett's  Case,  and 
therefore  overrule  it.  Upon  another  trial 
this  testimony  should  be  rejected.  These 
acts  in  no  way  tend  to  develop  the  r«s 
gesta,  show  intent,  or  connect  defendant 
with  the  case  on  trial.  The  witness  testifies 
definitely  to  the  act  of  intercourse."  Now, 
it  will  be  noted  that  no  reason  is  given 
showing  any  infirmity,  weakness,  or  error 
in  the  Burnett  Case.  It  is  stated  that  the 
cases  cited  supra  are  in  conflict  with  the 
Burnett  Case,  and  therefore  overrule  it; 
whereas,  in  Ball  v.  State,  supra,  the  rule 
in  the  Burnett  Case  is,  in  terms,  recognized 
and  approved;  and,  whereas,  in  the  other 
cases  (Smith  v.  State  and  Barnett  t.  State, 
supra)  the  court  does  overrule  certain 
cases  in  which  tnis  rule  had  been  applied 
to  rape,  but  does  not  mention  the  Burnett 
Case,  and  apparently  had  acquiesced  in  the 
correctness  of  the  rule  in  the  Burnett  Case. 
It  will  be  noted  that  in  all  the  cases  cited 
above,  except  the  Burnett  Case,  the  court 
was  composed  of  Judges  Davidson,  Hender- 
son, and  Brooks,  and  that  Judge  Davidson 
was  a  member  of  the  court  when  the  Bur- 
nett Case  was  decided.  In  the  later  case 
of  Wiggins  v.  State,  47  Tex.  Crim.  Rep. 
538,  84  S.  W.  821,  rendered  the  25th  day  of 
January,  1905,  when  Judge  Davidson  was 
absent,  the  rule  was  again  announced  that 
where,  upon  trial  for  rape,  the  court  admits 
in  evidence  other  acts  of  sexual  intercourse 
than  the  one  for  which  defendant  is  on  trial, 
and  not  bearing  on  the  case,  the  judgment 
of  conviction  must  be  reversed  and  the 
cause  remanded.  In  that  case  the  indict- 
ment charged  both  rape  and  incest,  though, 
as  the  conviction  was  for  rape,  I  assume 
that  the  issue  of  incest  was  not  submitted. 
Judge  Henderson  seems  to  recognize,  to 
some  extent,  the  rule  that  acts  of  familiar- 
ity, stopping  short  of  actual  intercourse, 
would  be  admissible.  Referring  to  the  case 
of  Henard  v.  State,  47  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  168, 
82  S.  W.  655,  11  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  670,  he 
says:  "In  that  case  we  held  that  acts  tend- 
ing to  show  a  degree  of  familiarity  between 
the  parties  not  extending  to  acts  of  carnal 
intercourse  were  admissible,  but  here  the 
state  did  not  stop  with  acts  of  mere  famil- 
iarity, but  proved  other  acts  of  intercourse." 
In  the  case  of  Thayer  v.  Thayer,  101 
Mass.  Ill,  100  Am.  Dec.  110,  it  is  stated: 
"There  is  in  each  case,"  said  the  learned 
judge  who  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
whole  court,  "a  plain  misapplication  of  the 
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rules  of  evidence  to  the  facts  presented. 
.  .  .  The  intent  and  disposition  of  the 
parties  towards  each  otlier  must  give  char- 
acter to '  their  relations,  and  can  only  be 
ascertained,  as  all  moral  qualities  are,  from 
the  acts  and  declarations  of  the  parties. 
It  is  true  that  the  fact  to  be  proved  is  the 
existence  of  a  criminal  disposition  at  the 
time  of  the  act  charged;  but  the  indications 
by  which  it  is  proved  may  extend,  and  or- 
dinarily do  extend,  over  a  period  of  time 
both  anterior  and  subsequent  to  it.  The 
rules  which  govern  human  conduct,  and 
which  are  known  to  commou  observation 
and  experience,  are  to  be  applied  in  these 
cases,  as  in  all  other  investigations  of  fact. 
An  adulterous  disposition  existing  in  two 
persons  towards  each  other  is  commonly  of 
gradual  development;  it  must  have  some 
duration,  and  does  not  suddenly  subside. 
When  once  shown  to  exist,  a  strong  infer- 
ence arises  that  it  has  had  and  will  have 
continuance,  the  duration  and  extent  of 
which  may  be  usually  measured  by  the 
power  which  it  exercises  over  the  conduct 
of  the  parties.  It  is  this  character  of  per- 
manency which  justifies  the  inference  of 
its  existence,  at  any  particular  point  of 
time,  from  facts  illustrating  the  preceding 
or  subsequent  relations  of  the  parties.  Tlie 
rule  is  that  a  condition  once  proved  is  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  produced  by  causes 
operating  in  the  usual  way,  and  to  have 
continuance  till  the  contrary  be  shown. 
The  limit,  practically,  to  the  evidence  under 
consideration,  is  that  it  must  be  sufficiently 
significant  in  character,  and  sufficiently 
near  in  point  of  time,  to  have  a  tendency 
'to  lead  the  guarded  discretion  of  a  reason- 
able and  just  man'  to  a  belief  in  the  exist- 
ence of  this  important  element  in  the  fact 
to  be  proved.  If  too  remote  or  insignifi- 
cant, it  will  be  rejected,  in  the  discretion  of 
the  judge  who  tries  the  case.  The  fact 
that  the  conduct  relied  on  has  occurred  since 
the  filing  of  the  libel  does  not  exclude  it; 
and  proof  of  the  continuance  of  the  same 
questionable  relations  during  the  interven- 
ing time,  as  in  the  case  at  bar,  will  add 
to  its  weight." 

The  reasoning  in  the  Wiggins  Case  is  also 
open  to  the  criticism  of  Mr.  Bishop.  In 
discussing  the  earlier  rule  laid  down  by  the 
supreme  court  of  Massachusetts,  he  says: 
"But,  .  .  .  strangely  enough,  the  Mass- 
achusetts court  further  held,  on  an  indict- 
ment for  adultery,  that,  if  the  anterior 
familiarities  extend  so  far  or  are  of  such 
character  as  to  show  adultery  actually  com- 
mitted on  this  previous  occasion,  the  evi- 
dence of  them — that  is,  of  the  previous 
adultery — is  not  admissible  ( Com.  v.  Thrash- 
er, 11  Gray,  450),  according  to  which  doc- 
trine, if  the  evidence  is  a  little  weak,  yet 
S«  T..R.A.(N.S.) 


tending  remotely  to  establish  the  crime,  it 
may  be  submitted  to  the  jury;  but,  if  it  is 
a  little  stronger,  and  tends  more  clearly 
to  the  same  result,  it  must  be  excluded." 
And  the  author  adds,  with  fine  irony :  "But, 
as  is  customary  with  a  part  of  this  court, 
making  no  acknowledgement  or  allusion  to 
the  author  or  his  work,  that  had  enabled 
it  to  efface,  before  becoming  indelible,  a 
blot  from  the  jurisprudence  of  the  state." 
On  what  principle  acts  of  familiarity,  in  a 
case  of  incest,  not  extended  to  acts  of  crim- 
inal intercourse,  are  admissible,  and  yet 
the  act  of  the  parties  being  in  flagrante  de- 
licto is  to  be  rejected,  seems  to  me  to  be, 
on  any  rational  basis,  difficult  to  compre- 
hend. 

The  case  of  Burnett  v.  State,  supra,  is  not 
referred  to  in  Wiggins  v.  State,  supra,  and 
it  does  not  necessarily  contravene  the  rule 
therein  laid  down.  However,  in  the  case  of 
French  v.  State,  47  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  671,  86 
S.  W.  4,  when  Judge  Davidson  was  again 
absent.  Judge  Henderson  uses  this  language: 
"The  rule  in  this  state  was  that  former 
acts  of  illicit  intercourse  could  be  proven, 
not  only  in  incest  and  adultery,  but  in  rape, 
in  order  to  shed  light  on  the  ofTense  charged. 
Burnett  v.  State,  32  Tex.  Crim.  Kep.  8G,  22 
S.  W.  47 ;  Funderburg  v.  State,  23  Tex.  App. 
392,  5  S.  W.  244.  But  this  doctrine  as  to 
rape  has  been  overruled.  Smith  t.  State 
(Tex.  Crim.  Rep.)  73  S.  W.  401  (Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.)  74  S.  W.  656.  It  has  also  been  over- 
ruled as  to  incest.  Clifton  v.  State,  46  Tex. 
Crim.  Rep.  18,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  983,  79 
S.  W.  824.  We  can  see  no  distinction  as  to 
this  matter  between  incest  and  adultery. 
However,  these  authorities  are  limited  as 
to  other  acto  of  carnal  intercourse.  In  Hen- 
ard  V.  State,  supra,  it  was  held  that  acts 
of  intimacy  falling  short  of  carnal  inter- 
course were  admissible  in  rape  cases.  And 
we  con  see  no  reason  why  the  some  principle 
should  not  be  extended  to  incest  and  adul- 
teryv  We  therefore  hold  that  former  acta 
of  intimacy  short  of  carnal  intercourse  of 
recent  date  may  be  proven  in  such  cases. 
But  appellant  raises  the  question  of  remote- 
ness as  to  the  acts  of  familiarity  proven 
here,  antedating  the  offense  some  four  or 
five  years.  We  hold  that  said  acts  of  inti- 
macy are  too  remote.  There  was  ample  time 
for  the  parties  to  have  reformed  or  to  have 
become  estranged.  This  is  in  accord  with 
the  doctrine  announced  in  Bowers  v.  State 
(Tex.  Crim.  Rep.)  -71  S.  W.  284."  It  will 
be  noted  that  ultimately  the  decision  of  the 
case  was  rested  on  the  fact  that,,  the  acts 
of  familiarity  having  occurred  some  four 
or  five  years  before  the  one  charged,  they 
were  too  remote.  There  is  no  discussion 
here  of  the  doctrine,  but  Judge  Henderson 
sccma  to  have  followed  the  Clifton  Case, 
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supra,  on  the  aesumption  that  the  earlier 
authorities  had  overruled  it. 

In  Barrett  t.  State,  55  Tex.  Crim.  Rep. 
182,  115  S.  W.  1187,  we,  in  terms,  reaffirmed 
the  doctrine  laid  down  in  the  case  of  Bur- 
nett V.  State,  supra,  and  said:  "Again, 
complaint  is  made  that  the  court  erred  in 
admitting  in  evidence  certain  testimony  to 
the  effect,  in  substance,  that  on  one  occasion 
appellant  accompanied  his  niece  on  a  jour- 
ney some  8  or  10  miles  from  their  home, 
and  that  they  returned  alone  that  night. 
It  is  insisted  that  this  testimony  was  im- 
material and  irrelevant,  a!nd  that  it  was  an 
inquiry  into  other  and  additional  trans- 
actions, which  should  not  be  considered  or 
received  as  a  criminating  fact  against  him. 
It  was  decided  by  this  court  in  the  case  of 
Burnett  v.  State,  supra,  that  in  a  prosecu- 
tion for  incest,  or  for  cognate  offenses  of 
any  class,  evidence  is  admissible  of  sexual 
acts  between  the  same  parties  prior  to,  or, 
when  indicating  continuousness  of  illicit  re- 
lations, subsequent  to  the  act  specifically 
under  trial.  It  would  also  necessarily  fol- 
low that  acts  of  familiar  association  and 
opportunities  for  such  relations  might  be 
received."  I  then  thought  it  unnecessary 
to  write  out  the  reasons  or  cite  authorities 
sustaining  this  view. 

That  this  is  the  correct  rule  under  prac- 
tically the  unbroken  authorities  in  America, 
supported  by  the  most  distinguished  law 
writers,  is,  I  think,  demonstrable  by  the 
authorities  above  cited.  That  it  is  the  cor- 
rect rule  in  reason  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt.  My  own  judgment  is  that  this  rule 
ought  to  apply  in  rape  cases  under  the  age 
of  consent.  Such  had  been  the  uniform 
holding  of  this  court  from  the  day  of  its 
organization  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  was  departed  from,  I  believe, 
without  good  reason.  I  have  heretofore  ac- 
cepted the  new  doctrine  in  cases  of  rape 
without  much  investigation,  but,  as  I  be- 
lieve, it  is  an  unsound  doctrine,  and  that  we 
ought  to  get  back  to  the  old  rule  so  long 
in  force  in  this  state.  However  this  may 
be,  there  is,  as  I  conceive,  a  distinction  as 
broad  as  the  King's  highway,  between  the 
rule  in  cases  of  rape  and  in  cases  of  incest. 
In  cases  of  rape,  if  the  victim  is  above  the 
age  of  consent,  the  intercourse  must  be  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  outraged  party  and 
by  force.  The  offense  therefore  is  primarily 
an  offense  against  the  victim,  and  an  out- 
rage upon  the  person  of  the  one  defloured. 
If  the  outraged  party  is  below  the  age  of 
consent,  the  law  presumes  a  lack  of  consent, 
and  makes  the  connection  rape  as  a  matter 
of  law.  Here  in  the  same  sense  and  for  the 
same  basic  reason  the  offense  is  one  pri- 
marily against  the  victim.  In  other  sexual 
crimes,  where  consent  does  not  enter  into 
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the  problem,  it  is  to  some  extent  an  offeoM 
against  society.  Ordinarily,  incest,  falling 
short  of  rape,  is  not  the  result  of  sudden 
impulse,  but  grows  out  of  a  relation  having 
its  foundation  in  fondness  and  intimacy, 
or  in  cases  where  a  father  had,  through  fear, 
obtained  such  ascendency  over  the  mind  of 
his  daughter  as  would,  in  a  sense,  compel 
acquiescence  without  violent  protest.  It 
does  not  develop  over  night.  It  is  the  slow 
work  of  days  and  weeks  and  months  and 
years,  between  cousins,  nieces,  or  nephews 
or  other  close  relatives  of  opposite  sex.  It 
grows  out  of  familiarity,  common  taste,  in- 
timate association,  fondness,  affection.  The 
improbability  of  such  an  offense  without 
some  precedent  or  subsequent  relationship 
of  a  similar  character  renders  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  society  the  rule,  so  well 
established,  that  as  throwing  light  on,  as 
corroborative  of  the  incident  and  act  relied 
upon,  it  is  permissible  to  show  other  acts 
of  a  similar  character.  If  in  a  given  case 
a  father  was  charged  with  incest,  with  his 
daughter  as  the  victim,  it  would,  in  most 
cases,  if  the  state  was  restricted  in  its  proof 
to  one  single  act  of  intercourse,  seem  al- 
most incredible  that  any  father  should  be 
guilty  of  an  offense  of  this  kind  upon  the 
child  of  his  loins.  Would  it  be  contended 
in  such  case  that  tne  state  should  not  be 
permitted  to  show  proof  of  opportunity, 
proof  of  intimate  association,  proof  ot  en- 
dearment, evidences  of  fondness,  evidence  of 
the  ascendency  of  the  father  over  the  mind 
of  his  daughter,  or  any  one  of  the  thousand 
circuipstances  that  might  lend  strength  and 
probability  to  the  belief  that  the  father  had 
by  reason  of  any  or  all  of  these  things 
finally  gained  the  consent  of  his  child  to  in- 
tercourse? The  reasoning  of  the  courts 
is  based  on  the  proposition  that  the  offense 
does  not  consist  wholly  in  the  single  act  of 
intercourse,  but  it  is  the  incestuous  relation 
culminating  in  such  intercourse  that  the 
law  seeks  to  avoid.  This  to  some  extent 
is  based  upon  the  effort  of  the  state  to  pro- 
tect the  sacredness  of  the  family  relation, 
to  prevent  persons  within  the  prohibited 
degrees  from  flaunting  their  meretricious 
relations  before  the  public,  to  prevent  the 
outrage  of  and  flagrant  disregard  of  the 
amenities  and  proprieties  of  our  social  life, 
and  to  stamp  with  disapproval  such  re- 
lations and  conduct  as  would  corrupt  and 
destroy  the  sanctity  of  the  home  life  of  our 
people.  The  offense  is,  therefore,  in  a  large 
sense,  an  offense  against  society  and  the 
public;  and  the  evidence  of  this  offense  may 
be  found  to  occupy  a  large  portion  of  the 
daily  conduct  of  the  offending  parties,  and, 
when  necessary  to  ascertain  the  truth,  any 
and  all  acts  throwing  light  on  such  relations 
should  be  admitted.    If  this  much  be  con- 
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ceded,  why  should  it  be  deemed  a  thing  in- 
credible that,  in  support  of  the  act  charged, 
evidence  by  other  persona  of  a  criminat- 
ing character,  in  connection  with  the  testi- 
mony of  the  victim  of  the  intercourse, 
should  be  admitted.  Of  course,  as  many 
of  the  books  say,  on  request,  or  probably 
without  request,  the  jury  should  be  instruct- 
ed that  other  acts  of  intercourse  or  other 
acts  of  familiarity  should  be  received  and 
considered  by  them  only  as  bearing  upon  the 
particular  act  and  incident  made  the  basis 
of  the  charge. 

This  opinion  might  be  elaborated  and  con- 
tinued to  much  greater  length,  but  it  will 
be  sufficient  to  indicate  at  least  the  purport 
of  my  views  and  to  serve  notice  that  the 
question  is  not  settled,  and  I  hope  will  not 
be  settled  until  it  is  settled  right.  I  have 
on  several  questions  agreed  with  the  settled 
policy  of  this  court  where  I  found  myself 
not  prepared  to  agree  to  the  correctness  of 
the  doctrine  and  rules  heretofore  laid  down 
by  the  court.  However,  the  rule  here,  as 
I  believe,  is  calculated  to  paralyze  and  rend- 
er limp  and  impotent  the  arm  of  the  law 
oftentimes  to  reach  the  lecherous  beast  who 
violates  the  chastity  of  his  own  flesh  and 
blood,  and  I  am  not  committed  or  influenced 
by  the  same  consideration  to  agree  to  the 
rule  here  sought  to  be  established.  Again, 
if  the  decisions  of  Barrett  v.  State,  and 
Burnett  v.  State,  supra,  are  to  be  again 
changed,  we  will  have,  in  the  course  of  six- 
teen years,  the  rule  four  times  laid  down, 
and  four  times  laid  down  differently,  a 
change  occurring  as  often  as  our  presidential 
election,  and  this  change  made  only  to  arrive 
at  a  conclusion  which  is,  as  I  believe,  vicious 
and  erroneous.  Unless  I  was  morally  cer- 
tain, beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  that  the 
rule  laid  down  in  the  Burnett  Case  was 
wrong,  I  could  never  get  my  consent  to 
change  it. 


UNITED  STATES  SUPREME  COURT. 

J.  H.  FRIDAY  et  al.,  Petitioners, 

V. 

HALL  &  KAUL  COMPANY. 

(216  U.  S.  449,  64  L.  ed.  — ,  30  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.   261.) 

Bankruptcy  —  who  may  be  involnntary 
bankrupt  ^  manufacturing  corpora- 
tion. 

A  corporation  whose  principal  business  is 
making  and  constructing  arches,  walls,  and 
abutments,  bridges,  buildings,  etc.,  out  of 
concrete,  in  carrying  on  which  business  it 
buys  and  combines  together  raw  materials, 
and  supplies  the  necessary  labor,  machinery, 
and  appliances,  is  a  "corporation  engaged 
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principally  in  manufacturing,"  within  the 
meaning  of  the  bankrupt  act  of  July  1, 
1898  (30  Stat,  at  L.  544,  chap.  641,  U.  S. 
Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p.  3418),  §  4,  as  amended 
by  the  act  of  February  5,  1903  (32  Stat,  at 
L.  797,  chap.  487,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  Supp. 
1009,  p.  1309),  defining  the  persons  or  cor- 
porations which  may  be  adjudged  involun- 
tary bankrupts,  although  such  company 
makes  its  product,  and  gives  it  form  and 
shape,  at  the  place  where  it  is  to  remain. 

(February  21,  1910.) 

CERTIORARI  to  the  United  States  Cir- 
'  cuit  Court  of  Appeals,  Third  Circuit, 
to  review  a  decree  reversing  a  decree  of  the 
District  Court  for  the  Western  District  of 
Pennsylvania  adjudicating  a  construction 
company  to  be  au  involuntary  bankrupt. 
Reversed. 

Statement  by  Mr.  Justice  Imrton: 
The  Monongahela  Construction  Company, 
a  corporation  organized  under  the  law  of 
Pennsylvania,  was,  in  an  involuntary  pro- 
ceeding, adjudged  a  bankrupt  in  the  district 
court  for  the  western  district  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Upon  a  petition  for  review,  filed  by 
a  judgment  creditor,  the  adjudication  was 
set  aside  upon  the  ground  that  the  construc- 
tion company  was  not  "a  corporation  en- 
gaged   principally    in    manufacturing,"    as 


Note.  ^  BanJemptoy  in  construction  on 
ground  aa  nuinufttcturing  wUMn 
provtMon  defining  corporationa  ujhtch 
may  he  adjudged  involuntary  bank- 
rupts. 

Before  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court 
in  Fbidat  v.  Hau.  &  K.  Co.,  the  courts  of 
appeal  for  the  second,  fourth,  and  seventh 
circuits  had  arrived  at  what  may  fairly  be 
said  to  be  a  contrary  conclusion  in  cases 
that  are  scarcely  distinguishable.  Besides 
these  decisions  is  that  of  the  court  for  the 
third  circuit,  which  is  reversed  in  the  Hall 
Cask. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  few  district  courts 
and  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  for  the 
eighth  circuit  had  reached  the  conclusion 
arrived  at  by  the  supreme  court. 

A  corporation  is  engaged  principally  in 
manufacturing,  within  the  bankruptcy  act, 
where  its  business  is  that  of  constructing 
concrete  arches  and  bridges,  dressing  stone, 
and  contracting  for  the  making  of  railroad 
ditches.  Re  First  Nat.  Bank,  81  C.  C.  A. 
260,  152  Fed.  64,  18  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  265, 
11  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  355  (8th  circuit). 

And  a  corporation  engaged  in  supplying 
the  labor  for  buildings  and  bridges,  the  ma- 
terial for  which  is  furnished  by  others,  is 
engaged  principally  in  manufacturing  with- 
in the  meaning  of  §  4b  of  the  bankruptcy 
act.  Re  Niagara  Contracting  Co.  127  Fed. 
782,  11  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  643  (D.  C.  W.  D. 
N.  Y.). 

And  a  corporation  is  engaged  in  manufae- 
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found  by  the  bankrupt  court.  The  opinion 
of  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  is  reported 
in  87  C.  C.  A.  23,  IBS  Fed.  593. 

From  the  agreed  statement  of  facts  it 
appears; 

1st.  That  the  Monongahela  Construction 
Company's  charter  sets  out  that  it  was 
organized  "for  the  purpose  of  constructing, 
erecting,  and  repairing  railroads,  traction 
lines,  duly  incorporated,  and  streets,  roads, 
buildings,  structures,  works,  or  improve- 
ments «f  public  or  private  use  or  utility." 

2d.  That  its  principal  business  had  been 
"making  and  constructing  arches,  walls,  and 
abutments,  bridges,  buildings,  etc.,  out  of 
concrete." 

3d.  That,  "in  carrying  on  its  business,  it 
buys  and  combines  together  raw  materials, 
such  as  cement,  gravel,  and  sand  in  the 
making  Of  concrete,  and  supplies  labor,  ma- 
chinery, and  appliances  necessary  for  the 
proper  carrying  on  of  said  business,  of  con- 
structing and  erecting  concrete  arches,  piers, 
buildings,  and  structures,  and  excavating 
therefor  at  such  time  and  place  as  its  con- 
tracts call  for." 

4th.  It  has  no  permanent  shop  or  factory, 
but  has  a  warehouse. 

Messrs.  Alexander  J.  Barron  and  Rich- 
ard A.  Ford,  for  petitioners: 

A  corporation  engaged  in  the  erection  of 
concrete  walls,  piers,  abutments,  bridges, 
etc.,  is,  from  the  very  nature  of  its  work, 
of  necessity,  principally  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing. 

Re  First  Nat.  Bank,  81  C.  C.  A.  260,  152 
Fed.  64,  11  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  355;  Tide 
Water  Oil  Co.  v.  United  States,  171  U.  S. 
216,  43  L.  ed.  139,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  837; 
Eidd  y.  Pearson,  128  U.  S.  1,  20,  32  L.  ed. 


346,  350,  2  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  232,  9  Sup.  Ct 
Rep.  6;  Carlin  v.  Western  Assur.  Co.  67  Md. 
526,  40  Am.  Rep.  440;  Taylor  &  T.  Treatise 
on  Cement,  chap.  1;  Rice,  Concrete,  chap.  1. 

The  bankruptcy  act  is  not  limited  to  those 
merely  engaged  in  manufacturing  commodi- 
ties. 

Re  Church  Constr.  Co.  157  Fed.  298;  Re 
Rutland  Realty  Co.  157  Fed.  296. 

Construction  companies  are  not  necessari- 
ly excluded  from  the  operation  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy act. 

Re  Garrison,  6  Ben.  430,  7  Nat.  Bankr. 
Reg.  287,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  5,254 ;  People  ex  reL 
Eastern  Bermudey  Asphalt  Paving  Co.  t. 
Morgan,  61  App.  Div.  373,  70  N.  Y.  Supp. 
51G;  Com.  v.  Keystone  Bridge  Co.  156  Pa. 
500,  27  Atl.  1;  Com.  v.  Pittsburgh  Bridge 
Co.  156  Pa.  507,  27  Atl.  4. 

The  act  of  1898,  $  4,  and  its  amendment, 
should  receive  a  liberal  construction. 

Re  Riggs,  214  U.  S.  9,  63  L.  ed.  887,  29 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  598. 

Where  Congress  enacts  legislation  con- 
taining words  or  phrases  which  have  been 
judicially  construed  under  other  acts  upon 
the  same  subject,  it  is  presumed  to  know 
of  such  construction  and  to  have  adopted 
the  construction  of  such  words  and  phrases 
previously  made. 

United  States  v.  Cerecedo  Hermanoa  y 
Compaaia,  209  U.  8.  337,  339,  52  L.  ed. 
821,  822,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  532;  United 
States  y.  6.  Falk  &  Bro.  204  U.  S.  143,  152. 
51  L.  ed.  411,  414,  27  Sup.  a.  Rep.  191; 
The  Devonshire,  8  Sawy.  209, 13  Fed.  39. 

Acts  of  Congress  should  be-  construed  in 
view  of  the  history  and  circumstances  sur- 
rounding  their  enactment. 

Piatt  v.  Union  P.  R.  Co.  99  U.  S.  48,  62, 
25  L.  ed.  424,  428;  United  States  t.  Laws, 


turing,  within  the  meaning  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy act,  where  its  business  is  that  of 
building  houses.  Re  Rutland  Realty  Co. 
157  Fed.  296,  19  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  546  (D. 
C.  S.  D.  N.  Y.) ;  Re  Church  Constr.  Co.  157 
Fed.  298,  19  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  549  (D.  C. 
S.  D.  N.  Y.). 

A  statement  to  the  same  effect  was  made 
in  Re  Kingston  Realty  Co.  157  Fed.  209  (D. 
C.  E.  D.  N.  Y.),  but,  upon  appeal,  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  appeals  (2d  circuit)  held  that 
the  construction  of  houses  was  not  manu- 
facturing. 87  C.  C.  A.  406,  160  Fed.  445, 
19  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  845.  This  decision  was 
referred  to  with  approval  by  the  same  court 
in  Re  New  York  Tunnel  Co.  92  C.  C.  A. 
202,  166  Fed.  284,  21  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  531, 
where  it  was  remarked  that  building  com- 
panies were  not  within  the  act.  The  conten- 
tion that  these  cases  are  not  affected  by  the 
decision  in  Fbiday  t.  Hall  &  K.  Co.  would 
indeed  entail  a  labored  distinction. 

So,  the  decision  in  Fbiday  v.  Hall  k  K. 
Co.  would  seem  impliedly  to  overrule  the 
similar  case  of  Re  T.  E.  Hill  Co.  78  C.  C. 
26  1,.R.A.(N.S.) 


A.  522,  148  Fed.  832,  17  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  517 
(7th  circuit),  in  which  a  contrary  conclu- 
sion was  reached.  The  same  mav  be  said 
of  Butt  ▼.  C.  P.  MacNichol  Constr.  Co.  72 
C.  C.  A.  252,  140  Fed.  840,  16  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  515  (4th  circuit),  affirming  134  Fed. 
979  (  D.  C.  E.  D.  Va.),  where  it  was  held 
that  a  corporation  engaged  in  furnishing 
the  materials  and  constructing  bridges, 
wharves,  and  bulkheads  upon  the  premises 
of  those  employing  it,  and  driving  piles  for 
foundations  under  contract,  was  not  engaged 
in  manufacturing  within  the  bankruptcy 
act. 

And  perhaps  of  Walker  Roofing  &,  Heat- 
ing Co.  V.  Merchant  &  E.  Co.  97  C.  C.  A. 
495,  173  Fed.  771,  23  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  185, 
where  the  same  court  held  that  a  company 
was  not  embraced  by  the  act,  where  it  was 
incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  roofing 
buildings  and  other  structures,  installing 
heating  apparatus,  contracting  for  and 
building  houses  or  other  structures,  and  en- 
gaging in  a  general  roofing,  heating,  and 
construction  business. 
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163  U.  8.  258,  262,  264,  41  L.  ed.  161,  163, 
164,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  998;  MobUe  &  0.  B. 
Co.  T.  Tennessee,  153  U.  S.  486,  602,  88 
L.  ed.  793,  799, 14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  968;  ChuTch 
of  the  Holy  Trinity  v.  United  States,  143 
U.  S.  467,  463,  36  L.  ed.  226,  229,  12  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  511;  Bend  v.  Hoyt,  13  Pet.  278,  10 
L.  ed.  159. 

In  order  to  determine  the  purpose  of  Con- 
gress, earlier  legislation  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject may  be  examined  to  arrive  at  a  proper 
interpretation  of  a  given  act. 

Lawrence  y.  Allen,  7  Sow.  785,  792,  793, 
12  L.  ed.  914,  916,  917;  Re  Morton  Boarding 
Stables,  108  Fed.  791. 

The  legislative  intent  prevails  over  tho 
strict  wording  of  the  statute. 

Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  v.  United 
States,  143  U.  S.  457,  36  L.  ed.  226,  12  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  511;  Gates  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  100 
U.  S.  239,  244,  25  h.  ed.  580,  582;  Wheeler 
T.  McCormick,  8  Blatchf.  276,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
17,498. 

The  history  of  bankruptcy  legislation 
prior  to  1898,  and  the  decisions  of  the 
courts,  show  that  it  had  been  the  settled 
'  policy  to  make  amenable  to  the  provisions 
of  the  bankruptcy  law  all  persons  who  were 
engaged  in  trading  or  purchasing  supplies 
on  credit. 

Re  Garrison,  supra;  Re  Odell,  9  Ben.  209, 
17  Nat.  Bankr.  Reg.  73,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
10,426;  Leidigh  Carriage  Co.  v.  Stengel,  37 
C.  C.  A.  210,  95  Fed.  647;  Re  Mathews 
Consol.  Slate  Co.  144  Fed.  724;  Collier, 
Bankir.  6th  ed.  p.  71. 

The  question  as  to  what  a  corporation 
is  "principally"  engaged  in  is  to  be  deter- 
mined upon  the  consideration  of  what  the 
corporation  actually  does,  rather  than  what 
it  is  authorized  to  do. 

Columbia  Ironworks  v.  National  Lead  Co. 
64  L.R.A.  645,  62  C.  C.  A.  99,  127  Fed.  101; 
Re  San  Gabriel  Sanitorium  Co.  95  Fed.  271; 
Re  Toledo  Portland  Cement  Co.  156  Fed.  83. 

Messrs.  George  li.  Roberts  and  Engene 
H.  Baird,  for  respondent: 

"Manufacturing,"  in  the  ordinary  accepta- 
tion of  the  term,  means  the  making  of  arti- 
cles or  commodities  that  can  be  transported 
or  sold  at  some  other  place  than  that  where 
they  are  made. 

Loveland,  Bankr.  p.  147. 

The  accepted  and  popular  meaning  of  the 
term  "manufacture"  is  applied  to  goods  and 
wares  that  are  capable  of  being  made  and 
transported  and  sold  in  places  other  than 
those  of  their  manufacture.  The  term  can- 
not be  applied  to  one  engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction or  construction  of  an  article  which 
must  be  affixed  to  the  realty,  and  whose 
use  and  value  is  destroyed  the  moment  it 
Z9  LJlJl.<K.S.) 


is  detached  from  the  real  estate  to  which 
it  is  affixed. 

Re  Keystone  Coal  Co.  109  Fed.  872; 
Columbia  Ironworks  v.  National  Lead  Co. 
64  L.R.A.  645,  62  C.  C.  A.  99,  127  Fed.  99; 
Butt  V.  C.  F.  MacNichol  Constr.  Co.  72  C. 
C.  A.  252,  140  Fed.  840. 

Where  the  language  of  a  statute  is  trans- 
parent, and  its  meaning  clear,  there  is  no 
room  for  the  office  of  construction. 

United  States  v.  Wiltberger,  5  Wheat.  96, 
5  L.  ed.  42;  The  Cherokee  Tobacco  (Boudi- 
not  V.  United  States)  11  Wall.  621,  20  L. 
ed.  229;  United  States  v.  Temple,  105  U.  S. 
97,  26  L.  ed.  967. 

liorton,  Justice,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

Section  4  of  the  bankrupt  act,  as  amended 
by  §  3  of  the  act  of  February  5,  1903, 
chap.  487  [32  Stet.  at  L.  797,  U.  S.  Comp. 
Stat.  Supp.  1909,  p.  1309],  reads  thus: 

"Any  natural  person,  except  a  wage 
earner,  or  a  person  engaged  chiefly  in  farm- 
ing or  the  tillage  of  the  soil,  any  unincor- 
porated company,  and  any  corporation  en- 
gaged principally  in  manufacturing,  trading, 
printing,  publishing,  mining,  or  mercantile 
pursuits,  owing  debts  to  the  amount  of 
$1,000  or  over,  may  be  adjudged  an  involun- 
tary bankrupt  upon  default  or  an  impartial 
trial,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions 
and  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act. 
Private  bankers,  but  not  national  banks  or 
banks  incorporated  under  state  or  territorial 
laws,  may  be  adjudged  involuntary  bank- 
rupts." 

The  single  question  is  whether  the  Monon- 
gahela  Construction  Company,  upon  the 
facts  stated  above,  was  a  corporation  prin- 
cipally engaged  in  the  business  of  "manufac- 
turing," within  the  meaning  of  the  act.  If 
it  was,  the  adjudication  should  stand. 

The  corporate  powers  of  the  company 
were  very  broad.-  It  is  possible  that  it 
might  have  so  limited  its  functions  as  not 
to  have  come  under  any  reasonable  defini- 
tion of  manufacturing;  but  at  last  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  it  was  principally  engaged 
in  manufacturing  must  turn  more  upon 
what  it  was  actually  doing  than  upon  what 
it  was  authorized  to  do. 

It  must  be  conceded  that  the  word  "manu- 
facturing," as  used  in  the  bankrupt  act,  has 
no  definite  legislative  meaning  by  reason  of 
adoption  from  other  bankrupt  acts,  as  is 
the  case  with  the  words  "trader"  or  "trad- 
ing," and  perhaps  other  words  with  well- 
understood  common-law  meanings. 

Though  British  bankrupt  acts  were  in 
existence  from  the  time  of  Henry  VIII., 
they  applied  only  to  "traders"  until  1860, 
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■  when  th«y  were  extended  to  other  persons. 
Our  own  original  act,  that  of  1800  [2  Stat. 
at  L.  9,  chap.  19],  applied  onlj  to  traders, 
bankers,  brokers,  and  underwriters.  The 
act  of  1841  [6  Stat,  at  L.  440,  chap.  9] 
added  "merchants."  The  act  of  1867  [14 
Stat,  at  L.  517,  chap.  176]  extended  prac- 
tically to  all  persons  and  corporations. 
That  of  1898  [30  Stat,  at  L.  644,  chap.  541, 
U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p.  3418]  limited  the 
wide  application  of  the  act  of  1867  to  the 
class  of  business  corporations  enumerated. 
Thus  it  is  that  the  words  "manufacture" 
and  "manufacturing"  have  no  meaning  de- 
rived from  adjudications  of  any  former  law. 
Undoubtedly  Congress  intended  that  that 
class  of  business  corporations  engaged  in 
any  class  of  manufacturing,  as  its  principal 
business,  and  not  as  a  mere  minor  incident 
to  some  larger  work,  should  be  subject  to 
the  law;  and  this  intention  should  be  re- 
garded by  giving  to  doubtful  words  and 
terms  a  liberal  rather  than  a  narrow  mean- 
ing. "Manufacturing"  has  no  technical 
meaning.  It  is  not  limited  by  the  means 
used  in  making,  nor  by  the  kind  of  product 
produced.  In  Kidd  v.  Pearson,  128  U.  S.  1, 
20,  32  L.  ed.  346,  360,  2  Inters.  Com.  Rep. 
232,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  6,  Mr.  Justice  Lamar 
said  that  "manufacture 'is  transformation, — 
the  fashioning  of  raw  materials  into  a 
change  of  form  or  use." 

In  Tide  Water  Oil  Co.  v.  United  States, 
171  U.  S.  210,  216,  43  L.  ed.  139,  140,  18 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  837,  Mr.  Justice  Brown,  re- 
ferring to  the  expansion  of  the  meaning  of 
the  word  "manufacture,"  said  that  "the 
word  is  now  ordinarily  used  to  denote  an 
article  upon  the  material  of  which  labor  has 
been  expended  to  make  the  finished  product." 
Concrete  is  an  artificial  stone.  It  is  a 
product  resulting  from  a  combination  of 
sand  or  gravel  or  broken  bits  of  limestone, 
with  water  and  cement, — a  combination 
which  requires  ordinarily  the  use  of  both 
skill  and  machinery.  It  is  not  denied  that 
if  concrete  in  a  shape  adapted  to  use  and 
in  finished  form  is  supplied  to  others  for 
the  making  of  a  house,  bridge,  pier,  arch,  or 
abutment,  that  the  corporation  making  such 
blocks  or  shapes  would  be,  in  the  moat 
narrow  sense,  one  engaged  in  manufacture. 
But  it  is  urged  that  this  corporation  made 
these  blocks  or  shapes  at  the  place  where 
used;  and  that,  as  finished,  they  became  a 
part  of  a  principal  structure  and  aflixed  to 
the  realty;  and  that  therefore  they  were  not 
engaged  in  manufacturing,  which,  say  coun- 
sel, is  a  business  confined  to  those  who  make 
articles  which  may  be  "transported  and  sold 
at  some  other  place  than  that  where  made."  I 
86  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


The  production  of  concrete  arches  or  piors 
or  abutments  is  the  result  of  successive 
steps.  The  combination  of  raw  material-^ 
the  sand,  the  limestone,  the  cement,  and  tha 
water — producd  a  product  which  undoubt- 
edly was  "manufactured."  This  concrete 
bad  then  to  be  given  shape.  That  required 
the  manufacture  of  molds,  which  remain  in 
place  until  hardening  occurs.  If  the  con- 
crete is  reinforced,  as  is  the  case  where 
great  strength  is  required,  then  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  bars  of  steel  within  the  molds 
was  another  step.  Do  all  of  these  steps, 
each  a  step  in  "manufacturing,"  cease  to  be 
"manufacturing"  because  the  molds  into 
which  the  concrete  is  poured,  when  in  a 
fluid  state,  are  upon  the  spot  where  the 
finished  product  is  to  remain?  That  the 
operation  of  making  and  shaping  the  ctm- 
crete  is  done  at  the  place  used  seems  rather 
a  matter  of  convenience,  due  to  the  quick 
hardening  in  molds  and  difficulties  of 
transportation.  But,  as  we  may  take  notice, 
the  operation  which,  in  the  end,  is  to  pro- 
duce an  arch  or  abutment  or  pier  or  house, 
is  not  necessarily  a  single  operation,  but  one 
of  successive  repetitions  of  the  process.  The 
business  is  not  identical  with  that  of  a  mere 
builder  or  constructor  ifho  puts  together 
the  brick  or  stone  or  wood  or  iron,  as 
finished  by  another.  If  the  builder  made  his 
brick,  shaped  his  timbers,  and  joined  them 
all  together,  he  would  plainly  be  a  manu- 
facturer as  well  as  a  builder;  and  if  the  for- 
mer was  the  principal  part  of  the  business, 
he  would  be  within  the  definition  of  the 
bankrupt  act.  To  say  that  one  who  makes, 
and  then  gives  form  and  shape  to  the  prod- 
uct made,  is  not  engaged  in  manufactur- 
ing because  he  makes  his  product  and  gives 
it  form  and  shape  in  the  place  where  it  is 
to  remain,  is  too  narrow  a  construction. 

In  a  case  styled  Re  First  Nat.  Bank,  81 
C.  C.  A.  260,  152  Fed.  64,  11  A.  tc  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  356,  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  for 
the  eighth  circuit,  in  an  opinion  by  San- 
bom,  Circuit  Judge,  sustained  an  adjudi- 
cation of  bankruptcy  against  a  precisely 
similar  corporation. 

In  Columbia  Ironworks  y.  National  Lead 
Co.  64  L.R.A.  645,  62  C.  C.  A.  99,  127  Fed. 
99,  the  sixth  circuit  court  of  appeals  ad- 
judged that  a  corporation  engaged  principal- 
ly in  the  business  of  building  and  repairing 
large  steel  ships  for  sale  and  upon  order, 
who  prepared  and  gave  shape  to  much  of 
the  raw  material,  was  engaged  in  manufac* 
turing. 

The  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  must  be  reversed  and  that  of  the 
District  Court  affirmed. 
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IOWA  SVPREMB  COTTRT. 

BE    ESTATE    OP    JANE    POWELL^    De- 
ceased. 


J.  O.  HENDERSON  et  aL,  AppU, 

V. 

BERTHA  JACKSON  et  aL 

(138  Iowa,  320,  111  N.  W.  821.) 

Pleading  —  objection  to  will  —  demur- 
rer. 

1.  A  demurrer  to  a  pleading  objecting  to 
the  probate  of  a  will  is  not  so  general  as  to 
require  it  to  be  overruled,  because  it  states 
merely  that  contestants  do  not  allege  un- 
soundness of  mind  or  undue  influence  in 
such  a  way  or  degree  as  to  give  them  any 
rights  whatever,  and  that  the  objections 
show  on  their  face  that  they  are  bottomed 
on  undue  influence  of  a  person  who  died 
years  before  the  execution  of  the  will,  since 
the  objections  thereby  raised  are  suflicieutly 
specific. 

Will  —  undue  influence  —  fear   of  dis- 
pleasure of  decedent. 

2.  That  a  widow,  in  making  her  will  four 
years  after  her  husband's  death,  felt  her- 
self bound  by  a  promise  made  him  as  to 
the  disposition  of  her  property,  and  feared 
his  displeasure  in  the  future  world  if  she 
did  not  comply  with  it,  was  not  such  undue 
influence  as  would  invalidate  the  will. 
Same  —  change  of  mind  —  husband's  tn> 

fluence. 

3.  That  a  woman  changed  her  mind  at  the 
solicitation  of  her  husband,  and  made  a  will 
which  she  would  not  have  made  but  for  his 
influence,  does  not  render  the  will  invalid 
for  undue  influence.  ^ 

(May '9,   1007.) 

APPEAL  by  contestants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Cedar  County 
admitting  to  probate  the  will  of  Jane  Pow- 
ell, deceased.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  J.  C.  France  and  I.  J.  Hamiel, 
for  appellants: 

A  demurrer  in  a  proceeding  to  probate  a 
will,  on  the  ground  that  the  facts  alleged  do 
not  entitle  the  contestant  to  the  relief  de- 
manded, should  be  overruled  as  not  being 
sufficiently  specific. 

District  Twp.  y.  Independent  Twp.  72 
Iowa,  687,  34  N.  W.  472  j  Fockler  v.  Martin, 
32  Iowa,  117;  Davenport  Gaslight  &  Coke 
Co.  V.  Davenport,  16  Iowa,  6;  First  M.  E. 
Church  v.  Donnell,  95  Iowa,  496,  64  N.  W. 
412. 

An  allegation  that  undue  influence  sufB- 

Note.  —  The  cases  dealing  with  the  effect 
of  belief  in  spiritualism  upon  testamentary 
capacity  will  be  found  gathered  in  the  note 
to  Steinkuehler  v.  Wempner,  15  L.R.A. 
(N.8.)  673. 
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cient  to  subject  the  will  of  the  testatrix  to 
that  of  the  person  exercising  such  influence, 
and  to  make  the  paper  express  the  purpose 
or  will  of  such  person,  rather  than  that  of 
the  testatrix  herself,  states  a  good  cause  of 
action. 

Perkins  ▼.  Perkins,  116  Iowa,  253,  90  N. 
W.  86. 

Where  testatrix  made  a  will  which  was 
the  result  of  undue  influence  exercised  by 
her  husband,  and  thereafter  she  made  an- 
other will  containing  practically  the  same 
provisions,  such  undue  influence  exerted  in 
procuring  the  flrst  will  is  available  to  defeat 
the  second  will  though  exercised  at  a  period 
remote  from  the  date  of  its  execution. 

Powers  V.  Powers,  26  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1418, 78 
S.  W.  152;  Steadman  v.  Steadman,  10  Sad- 
ler (Pa.)  639,  14  Atl.  406. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  undue  influ- 
ence which  will  invalidate  a  will  be  ex- 
erted at  the  time  the  will  is  executed,  but 
it  is  enough  if  it  ia  exerted  before  the  ac- 
tual making  of  the  will,  and  continues  to 
operate  on  the  mind  of  the  testatrix,  and 
thus  induces  her  to  make  an  instrument 
which  does  not  reflect  her  real  wishes. 

Steadman  v.  Steadman,  supra. 

Undue  influence  exerted  at  the  time  of  the 
execution  of  the  first  will,  and  four  years 
prior  to  the  execution  of  the  second  will,  is 
not  too  remote. 

Powers  V.  Powers,  supra;  Neel  v.  Potter, 
40  Pa.  483;  Rule  v.  Maupin,  84  Mo.  587; 
Stephenson  v.  Stephenson,  62  Iowa,  163,  17 
N.  W.  456;  Re  Lefevre,  102  Mich.  563,  61 
N.  W.  3;  Baker  v.  Baker,  202  111.  595,  67 
N.  E.  410. 

As  testatrix  was,  at  the  time  of  execut- 
ing the  will,  laboring  under  the  hallucina- 
tion and  belief  that  the  demands  and  di- 
rections of  her  husband  were  still  binding 
upon  her,  and  as  it  also  appears  that  such 
hallucination  did  influence  the  provisions  of 
her  will,  the  contestants  were  entitled  to 
show  the  condition  of  the  testatrix's  mind 
and  her  declarations  at  that  time,  and  prior, 
and  subsequent  thereto. 

Redf.  Wills,  §§  92,  93,  104;  Haines  v. 
Hayden,  95  Mich.  332,  35  Am.  St.  Rep.  508, 
54  N.  W.  911. 

Hallucinations  or  a  belief  in  spiritualism, 
if  it  controls  or  dictates  the  will,  or  any 
part  of  it,  will  render  the  same  void. 

Robinson  v.  Adams,  62  Me.  SOD,  16  Am. 
Rep.  473. 

Messrs.  Wright,  Leach,  &  Wright  and 
C.  O.  Boiing  for  appellees. 

Weaver,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

Jane  Powell,  a  resident  of  Cedar  county, 
Iowa,  died  on  June  20,  1905,  leaving  a  writ- 
ing which  purported  to  be  her  last  will  and 
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testament.  This  instrument  being  offered 
for  probate,  the  plaintiiTs,  who  are  heirs 
at  law  of  the  deceased,  appeared  and  filed 
objections  thereto.  This  pleading  is  too 
long  to  be  quoted  entire,  but  the  substance 
thereof  is  as  follows:  That  at  the  date  of 
the  will  offered  for  probate.  May  22,  1905, 
Jane  Powell  was  the  widow  of  one  Benjamin 
Powell,  who  died  on  March  21,  1901;  that 
prior  to  said  last-named  date  the  said  Jane 
Powell  at  the  instance  and  direction,  and 
under  the  influence  of  her  said  husband, 
made  and  executed  a  will,  by  terms  of 
which  she  devised  and  bequeathed  her  en- 
tire estate  to  the  heirs  and  relatives  of  the 
said  Benjamin  Powell,  ignoring  her  own 
lawful  heirs  and  blood  relatives;  that  after 
the  death  of  her  husband  the  said  Jaile 
Powell  executed  the  will  now  in  controversy 
"for  the  purpose  only  of  compensating  those 
of  her  relatives  who  had  cared  for  and 
nursed  her  during  her  last  sickness  and  in 
consideration  thereof;  and  that  she  desired 
to  and  would  have  revoked  the  provisions 
of  the  first  will  entirely,  and  given  her  prop- 
erty to  members  of  her  own  family,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  promise  exacted  of  her 
by  her  husband  when  on  his  deathbed  to  give 
the  same  to  his  heirs  and  relatives;"  that 
under  the  "hallucination"  that  tliis  prom- 
ise was  binding  upon  her,  and  her  belief 
that  she  was  powerless  to  change  the  will 
which  he  had  dictated,  and  that  "she  would 
suffer  the  displeasure  of  her  husband  in  the 
future"  if  she  failed  to  carry  out  his  wishes, 
she  was  induced  to  make  the  will  offered  for 
probate,  and  thereby  dispose  of  her  prop- 
erty to  the  exclusion  of  her  own  heirs,  which 
she  would  not  have  done  but  for  the  undue 
influence  thus  exercised  over  her.  To  this 
pleading  the  proponents  demurred  on  the 
ground,  stated  in  substance,  that  the  mat- 
ters therein  stated,  even  if  true,  do  not 
constitute  undue  influence  over  the  testa- 
trix, or  tend  to  show  want  of  testamentary 
capacity  on  her  part  at  the  date  of  the  will. 
This  demurrer  was  sustained,  and  contest- 
ants refusing  to  amend  or  further  plead, 
the  will  was  admitted  to  probate,  and  con- 
testants appeal. 

1.  It  is  first  argued  that  the  demurrer  is 
too  general,' and  should  have  been  overruled 
as  defective  in  form.  It  may  be  conceded 
that  the  demurrer  is  not  as  specific  as  it 
might  have  been,  and  yet  we  think  it  is  not 
so  general  as  to  justify  the  court  in  over- 
ruling it  on  that  ground.  The  second  ground 
assigned  is  that  "the  contestants  there 
named  do  not  allege  unsoundness  of  mind  or 
undue  influence  in  such  a  way  or  in  such 
a  degree  as  to  give  them  any  rights  what- 
ever." The  third  ground  stated  is  that 
"the  objections  show  on  their  face  that  they 
are  bottomed  upon  undue  influence  of  a  hus- 
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band  who  died  some  four  years  prior  to  the 
execution  of  the  will."  These  propositions 
do,  in  our  judgment,  raise  the  specific  points 
on  which  the  proponents  rely.  The  first  and 
fourth  grounds  are  very  general,  and  if  they 
alone  were  made  the  basis  of  the  demurrer 
it  should  have  been  overruled. 

2.  Reduced  to  briefer  terms,  the  allega- 
tion of  undue  influence  on  which  the  con- 
testants rely  is  simply  this,  that  the  testa- 
trix, four  years  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, felt  herself  bound  by  his  request  and 
by  her  promise  made  him  in  his  lifetime, 
and  made  a  will  disposing  of  her  property 
in  a  different  manner  than  she  would  have 
done  had  the  alleged  influence  not  existed. 
In  our  judgment,  this  falls  very  far  short 
of  the  undue  influence  which  in  law  is  held 
to  invalidate  a  will.  The  pleading  cannot 
be  fairly  construed  as  an  allegation  that  the 
testatrix  was  the  subject  of  an  overpower- 
ing insane  delusion  which  possessed  her 
mind  and  dominated  her  action  in  making 
the  will.  It  depicts  her  rather  as  a  person 
of  supersensitive  conscience,  who  conceived 
that  she  was  bound  to  carry  out  so  far  aa 
possible  the  desire  her  husband  had  ex- 
pressed and  the  promise  she  had  made  to 
him  in  his  lifetime.  That  she  realized  her 
right  and  her  power  to  dispose  of  her  estate 
as  she  might  wish  is  demonstrated  by  the 
statement  embodied  in  the  pleading  de- 
murred to,  that  she  did  in  fact  revoke  the 
old  will,  which,  it  is  claimed,  was  made  un- 
der the  undue  influence  of  her  husband,  and 
made  another,  which,  while  including  some 
of  the  principal  features  of  the  first  instru- 
ment, did  provide  for  legacies  in  considera- 
ble sums  to  her  own  immediate  relatives,  in- 
cluding some  of  the  contestants.  The  fact 
that  she  did  feel  bound  by  the  wishes  of 
the  deceased,  and  sought  to  carry  them  out 
so  far  as  she  could  consistently  with  her 
own  sense  of  justice  to  the  relatives  who 
had  cared  for  and  nursed  her  in  sickness, 
has  no  tendency  to  show  that  in  making 
the  will  she  acted  under  moral  or  physical 
coercion,  or  that  the  will  as  made  was  not 
her  voluntary  act  and  deed.  Just  what  is 
meant  -  by  the  allegation  of  her  fear  that 
she  might  "suffer  the  displeasure  of  her  hus- 
band in  the  future"  is  not  clear,  unless  we 
may  interpret  it  as  a  belief  on  her  part 
that  she  would  meet  her  husband  in  the 
world  to  come,  and  that  her  failure  to  show 
deference  to  his  wishes  here  would  tend  to 
mar  the  pleasure  of  their  communion  there. 
But  who  may  assume  to  say  that  such  an 
article  of  faith  is  the  product  of  a  diseased 
mind,  or  that  a  person  who  acts  upon  it  is 
the  subject  of  undue  influence?  If  a  devout 
person,  being  about  to  prepare  his  will, 
makes  it  the  subject  of  prayer,  and,  believ- 
ing that  he  bos  received  PJvine  help  in  plan- 
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ning  the  distribution  of  his  estate,  proceeds 
to  act  accordingly,  would  any  court  sustain 
a  Terdict  which  finds  in  this  fact  alone  a 
grouni)  for  invalidating  such  will?  There 
are  many  persons  whose  soundness  of  mind 
and  business  sagacity  none  can  doubt,  who 
believe  in  the  possibility  of  communication 
with  disembodied  spirits,  and  habitually 
take  counsel  from  such  sources  with  refer- 
ence to  their  conduct  in  life.  Is  such  a 
person  incapable  of  making  a  valid  will,  and 
should  his  will  be  set  aside  as  the  product 
of  an  insane  delusion,  or  as  having  been  exe- 
cuted under  undue  influence,  simply  because 
he  believes  his  act  to  have  the  approval  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  spirit  land?  We 
think  not.  Few  men  live  who  have  not  some 
desire,  hope,  or  belief  with  reference  to  a 
life  to  come  and  the  continuued  conscious 
existence  in  some  form  of  their  departed 
friends,  and  such  faith  has  always  been  and 
doubtless  will  always  remain  a  potent  fac- 
tor in  the  lives  and  conduct  of  nearly  every 
member  of  our  race.  The  particular  form 
of  faith  which  one  espouses  may  seem  to  an- 
other unreasonable,  or  unphilosophical,  or 
even  ridiculous,  but  it  is  not  for  the  legis- 
lature nor  for  the  courts  to  judge  between 
them,  or  brand  the  adherents  of  any  partic- 
ular belief  as  lunatics  or  incompetents. 

It  is  true  that  if  there  be  other  circum- 
stances fairly  tending  to  show  unsoundness 
of  mind,  or  the  exercise  of  undue  control  of 
one  mind  by  another,  all  these  peculiarities 
of  life  and  conduct,  religious  or  otherwise, 
will  properly  be  a  matter  of  inquiry,  and 
may  in  some  instances  furnish  legitimate 
support  to  a  verdict  or  judgment  against 
the  validity  of  a  will.  But  standing  alone, 
we  think  no  case  can  be  found  in  which  it 
has  been  held  that  such  peculiarities  of  the 
testator  are  sufficient  to  impeach  his  testa- 
mentary capacity  or  to  establish  a  charge  of 
undue  influence.  F'or  instance,  it  is  held 
that  a  belief  in  witchcraft  or  in  the  visits 
of  ghosts  does  not  invalidate  a  will.  Re 
Vedder,  6  Dem.  92;  Re  Forman,  54  Barb. 
274  J  Van  Guysling  v.  Van  Kuren,  35  N.  Y. 
70;  Addington  v.  Wilson,  5  Ind.  137,  61 
Am.  Dec.  81;  Kelly  v.  Miller,  30  Miss.  10. 
Nor  is  it  sufficient  to  show  that  the  testa- 
tor's imagination  waa  generally  controlled 
by  his  belief  in  witches,  devils,  and  evil 
spirits  which  tormented  him.  Lee  v.  Lee,  4 
M'Cord,  L.  183,  17  Am.  Dec.  722.  Or  that 
the  testator  was  a  firm  believer  in  the 
transmigration  of  the  souls  of  men  after 
death  into  inferior  animals,  and  that,  in- 
fluenced by  such  belief,  left  his  property 
for  a  society  for  the  prevention  of  cruelty 
to  animals.  Bonard's  Will,  16  Abb.  Pr.  N. 
S.  128.  Or  that  his  ordinary  conduct  was 
more  or  less  influenced  by  spiritual  beliefs 
and  manifestations.  Thompson  v.  Thomp- 
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son,  21  Barb.  107;  Chafin's  Will,  32  Wis. 
660;  Turner  v.  Hand,  3  Wall.  Jr.  88,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  14,257;  Otto  v.  Doty,  61  Iowa,  23, 
16  N.  W.  578;  Lewis  v.  Arbuckle,  85  Iowa, 
335,  16  L.R.A.  677,  52  N.  W.  237;  Middle- 
ditch  V.  Williams,  45  N.  J.  Eq.  726,  4 
L.R.A.  738,  17  Atl.  826;  Robinson  v.  Adams, 
62  Me.  369,  16  Am.  Rep.  473;  Brown  v. 
Ward,  63  Md.  376,  30  Am.  Rep.  422.  In 
the  last-cited  case  the  testatrix  consulted 
the  spirit  of  her  deceased  brother,  and  in 
drawing  her  will  acted  in  accordance  with 
instructions  believed  by  her  to  have  been 
80  received,  and  it  was  held  not  sufficient  to 
defeat  the  will  so  made.  Belief  in  future 
rewards  and  punishments  is  not  a  test  of 
soundness  of  mind.  Gass  v.  Oass,  3  Humph. 
278.  The  belief  by  a  testatrix  that  tho 
spirit  of  her  deceased  husband  is  present 
with  her  is  not  an  insane  delusion  which 
afTects  the  validity  of  her  will.  General 
Convention  v.  Crocker,  7  Ohio  C.  C.  327. 
See  also  Turner  v.  Rusk,  53  Md.  65. 

As  already  suggested,  all  these  circum- 
stances may  be  legitimate  evidence  to  go  to 
the  court  or  jury  in  connection  with  other 
material  facts,  and  the  case  thus  made  be 
one  in  which  a  conclusion  adverse  to  the  va- 
lidity of  the  will  can  be  sustained;  but  the 
pleading  before  us  is  barren  of  allegations 
other  than  those  which  go  to  the  single  fact 
that  this  testatrix  believed  herself  bound 
to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  her  deceased  hus- 
band, and  that  if  she  failed  to  do  so  it 
would  result  in  her  unhappiness  here  or 
hereafter.  This,  we  think,  is  not  undue  in- 
fluence within  the  meaning  of  the  law.  The 
pleading  nowhere  charges  undue  influence 
in  express  terms.  Such  allegations  wquld 
of  course  be  unnecessary  if  facts  were  stated 
amounting  to  suoh  influence,  but  they  are 
not.  To  be  "undue,"  the  influence  must 
have  been  such  M  to  destroy  the  free  agency 
of  the  testatrix,  and  make  her  the  imple- 
ment of  her  husband's  craft,  and  make  the 
instrument  executed  by  her  the  will  of  her 
husband  rather  than  her  own.  It  must  op- 
erate to  destroy  her  free  agency,  not  at  some 
time  in  the  past,  but  at  the  very  time  and 
in  the  very  act  of  executing  the  instrument. 
Solicitations,  however  importunate,  cannot 
of  themselves  constitute  undue  influence,  for 
though  those  may  have  a  restraining  efl'ect 
in  that  they  persuade  or  induce  the  mind 
of  the  testatrix  to  consent  to  the  thing 
asked  for,  they  do  not  destroy  her  power  to 
freely  dispose  of  her  estate.  Englert  v. 
Englert,  198  Pa.  326,  82  Am.  St.  Rep.  808, 
47  Atl.  940. 

The  mere  fact  that  the  testatrix  changed 
her  mind,  and  at  the  request  of  her  husband 
made  a  will  which  she  would  not  have  made 
but  for  his  influence,  is  perfectly  consistent 
with  and  may  be  regarded  as  an  exercise  of 
31 
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lier  free  agency.  To  come  within  the  ban 
of  the  law,  the  request  and  importunity  of 
the  huaband  must  have  gone  to  the  point 
where  argument  and  persuasion  end,  and 
coercion,  either  physical  or  moral,  begins, 
and  the  act  of  the  testatrix  must  not  have 
been  a  voluntary  yielding  to  the  request  or 
demand  of  her  husband,  but  a  submission 
of  her  mind  and  will  to  his.  In  abort,  to 
be  the  product  of  undue  influence,  the  will 
made  must  be  in  essence  and  effect  the  will 
of  the  party  exercising  it,  rather  than  the 
will  of  the  person  executing  it.  See  Kauf- 
man's Estate,  117  Cal.  288,  69  Am.  St.  Rep. 
179,  49  Pac.  192;  Schmidt  v.  Schmidt,  47 
Minn.  451,  50  N.  W.  698;  Gilbert  v.  Gil- 
bert, 22  Ala.  529,  68  Am.  Dec.  20S;  Thomp- 
son V.  Kyner,  65  Pa.  368 ;  Re  Shell,  28  Colo. 
167,  63  L.R.A.  387,  89  Am.  St.  Rep.  181,  63 
Pac.  413;  Eastis  v.  Montgomery,  93  Ala. 
293,  9  So.  311;  Mclntire  v.  McConn,  28 
loMra,  480;  Perkins  v.  Perkins,  116  Iowa, 
253,  90  N.  W.  65.  Now  the  strongest  alle- 
gations made  by  the  contestant  concerning 
the  influence  under  which  the  will  in  con- 
troversy was  executed  are  as  follows :  That 
testatrix  desired  to  give  her  property  to 
her  own  relatives,  and  "would  have  revoked 
her  former  will  and  bequeathed  her  prop- 
erty to  her  own  heirs  if  it  had  not  been  for 
her  promise  exacted  of  her  by  her  husband 
on  his  deathbed;"  and  "that  the  said  Ben- 
jamin Powell  exercised  such  influence  over 
his  wife  as  to  wholly  destroy  her  wish  and 
desire  in  the  disposition  of  her  property." 
It  hardly  needs  argument  or  illustration  to 
make  clear  that  an  act  prompted  or  con- 
trolled by  a  moral  conviction  of  the  bind- 
ing obligation  of  a  promise,  even  though  as 
an  abstract  proposition  others  may  be  sat- 
isfied that  no  such  obligation  exists,  is  not 
an  act  induced  by  undue  influence.  A  per- 
son who  feels  compelled  to  do  a  thing  be- 
cause it  is  right,  or  to  refuse  to  do  another 
thing  because  it  is  wrong,  may  be  altogether 
mistaken  as  to  the  moral  quality  of  the 
act,  but  the  freedom  of  such  persons's  will 
is  not,  in  a  legal  sense,  impaired  in  the 
slightest  degree. 

So,  too,  the  allegation  that  the  "wish  and 
desire"  of  the  testatrix  to  dispose  of  her  es- 
tate to  her  own  heirs  were  "wholly  de- 
stroyed" means  no  more  than  that  such  in- 
clination or  purpose  on  her  part  ceased  to 
exist.  Such  a  state  of  facts  is  entirely  con- 
sistent with  her  free  agency,  and  the  provi- 
sions of  a  written  instrument  by  which  those 
heirs  were  ignored  was  not  necessarily 
against  her  will,  but  may  have  been  in  ac- 
cordance with  it.  Her  former  desire  to  fa- 
vor her  relatives  may  have  been  removed, 
overcome,  or  destroyed  by  her  mistaken  no- 
tion as  to  her  obligation  or  duty  to  observe 
the  wishes  of  her  deceased  husband,  or  even 
26  L.RJl.(N.S.) 


by  unfair  argument  or  persnasioB,  bat  to 
long  as  the  will  wlien  made  was  her  vol- 
untary act  it  must  stand.  The  pleading 
demurred  to  states  no  fact  tending  to  over- 
come the  legal  presumption  of  the  volun- 
tary character  of  her  act,  and  the  ruling  of 
the  trial  'court  sustaining  the  demurrer  was 
therefore  correct. 

Counsel  for  appellant  argue  the  question 
of  the  mental  capacity  of  the  testatrix,  but 
we  think  the  objections  do  not  fairly  raise 
that  issue.  While  contestants  do,  in  a  gen- 
eral way,  speak  of  her  "condition  of  mind" 
in  explanation  of  the  eflect  of  the  alleged 
undue  influence  exercised  by  her  husband, 
they  nowhere  say  in  substance  or  efl'ect  that 
she  was  of  unsound  mind.  The  nearest  they 
approach  such  allegation  is  a  statement 
that  she  was  laboring  under  the  hallucina- 
tion and  belief  "that  the  demand  of  her  hua- 
band was  binding  upon  her,  and  that  if  she 
failed  to  observe  she  would  sufler  his  dis- 
pleasure in  the  future."  Again,  we  have  to 
say  that,  notwithstanding  the  use  of  the 
word  "hallucination,"  the  allegation  as  a 
whole  amounts  to  no  more  than  a  statement 
that  she  believed  she  was  in  duty  bound  to 
do  as  she  did,  and  that  she  had  some  reli- 
gious or  superstitious  fear  that  a  failure  to 
perform  such  duty  would  be  unfavorable  to 
her  prospects  of  future  happiness.  This  is 
neither  imsoundness  of  mind  as  a  matter  of 
law,  nor  is  in  itself  any  evidence  of  such 
unsoundness. 

For  the  reasons  stated,  the  judgment  ap> 
pealed  from  is  affirmed. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  December 
11,  1907. 


AltKANSAS  SUPREME  COURT. 

AL  WILLIAMS,  Appt., 

V. 

STATE  OF  ARKANSAS. 

(85  Ark.  404,  108  S.  W.  838.) 

riusincss  rcsnlatton  ^  boarding  honse^ 

soliciting  patronage. 

The  state  may,  under  its  police  power, 
forbid  drumming  or  soliciting  business  or 
patronage  for  any  hotel,  boarding  or  bath 
house,  or  medical  practitioner,  on  the  trains 
or  at  the  depots  of  any  common  carrier  in 
the  state,  without  unconstitutionally  re- 
stricting the  liberty  of  citizens,  or  depriv- 
ing owners  of  such  places  of  the  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  laws. 

.(Wood,  J,  dissents.)] 

(March  9,  1908.) 
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APPEAL  by  defendant  from  •  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Garland  County 
convicting  him  of  drumming  on  a  train  for 
his  boarding  house,  in  violation  of  a  statute. 
Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Rose,  Hemingway,  Cantrell, 
A  Ijoaghboroagh  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  W.  F.  Ktrby,  Attorney  General, 
and  Wood  &  Henderson,  for  appellee: 

The  legislature  had  the  power  to  pass  a 
lav  regulating  the  business  of  drumming  or 
'  soliciting  for  hotels,  lodging,  eating,  or  bath 
houses,  by  prohibiting  such  business  on  the 
trains  and  at  the  depots  of  common  carriers. 

Macon  v.  Patty,  57  Miss.  378,  34  Am.  Rep. 
451;  Slaughter-House  Cases,  16  Wall.  62, 
21  L.  ed.  404;  Stone  v.  Mississippi,  101  U. 
S.  814,  818,  25  L.  ed.  1079,  1080;  New  Or- 
leans Gaslight  Co.  T.  Louisiana  Light  h,  H. 
P.  &  Mfg.  Co.  115  U.  8.  650,  29  L.  ed.  516, 
6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  252,  258;  Re  Marriage 
License  Docket,  4  Pa.  Dist.  R.  163 ;  Mathews 
V.  Kalamazoo  Bd.  of  Education,  127  Mich. 
530,  54  L.R.A.  736,  86  N.  W.  1036;  Meadow- 
croft  V.  People,  163  111.  66,  35  LJRJk.  176, 
54  Am.  St.  Rep.  447,  45  N.  E.  303;  Re 
Jacobs,  98  N.  Y.  98,  60  Am.  Rep.  636; 
Whiteley  t.  Terry,  83  App.  Div.  197,  82 
N.  Y.  Supp.  89;  People  v.  Gillson,  109  N.  Y. 
389,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  465,  17  N.  E.  343; 
MelTert  y.  State  Bd.  of  Medical  Registration 
(Meffert  v.  Packer)  66  Kan.  710,  1  L.RJl. 
(N.S.)  811,  72  Pac.  247;  People  v.  King,  110 
N.  Y.  418,  1  L.R.A.  293,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  389, 
18  N.  E.  245;  SUte  ex  rel.  Star  Pub.  Co.  v. 
Associated  Press,  159  Mo.  410,  51  L.R.A. 
161,  81  Am.  St.  Rep.  368,  60  S.  W.  91; 
Thorpe  v.  Rutland  &  B.  R.  Co.  27  Vt.  140, 
62  Am.  Dec.  625;  8  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc. 
pp.  1114,  1115,  notes  71  &  89;  Munn  v. 
niinois,  94  U.  S.  113,  154,  24  L.  ed.  77,  94, 
9  Rose's  Notes  (U.  S.)  21,  45;  Cooley,  Const. 
Lim.  5th  ed.  737,-739;  Lindsay  v.  Anniston, 
104  Ala.  261,  27  L.R.A.  436,  63  Am.  St. 
Rep.  45,  16  So.  645;  Bostick  v.  State,  47 
Ark.  126,  14  S.  W.  476;  Ft.  Smith  v.  Ayers, 
43  Ark.  83;  Taylor  t.  Pinp  Bluflf,  34  Ark. 
603;  Fayetteville  y.  Carter,  62  Ark.  301,  6 
IaR_A.  609,  12  S.  W.  673;  Hot  Springs  v. 
Curry,  64  Ark.  152,  41  S.  W.  55;  Wills 
V.  Ft.  Smith,  70  Ark.  221,  66  S.  W.  922; 
Thompson  v.  Van  Lear,  77  Ark.  606,  5  LJUA. 


(N£.)  688,  92  S.  W.  773,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Caa.  164;  Burrow  y.  Hot  Springs,  85  Ark 
396,  108  S.  W.  823;  De  Portibus  Maris. 
Hai^rave's  Law  Tracts,  78;  Mobile  t.  Yuille, 
3  Ala.  140,  36  Am.  Dee.  441;  New  Jersey 
Steam  Nav.  Co.  v.  Merchants'  Bank,  6  How. 
382,  12  L.  ed.  482;  Ex  parte  Plessy,-46  La. 
Ann.  80,  18  L.R.A.  639,  11  So.  948,  163  U. 
a  637,  41  L.  ed.  256,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1138; 
3  Thomp.  Neg.  SS  3104,  3120,  3121;  St. 
Louis,  L  M.  ft  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Osborn,  67  Ark. 
401,  65  S.  W.  142;  Landrigan  v.  SUte,  31 
Ark.  60,  25  Am.  Rep.  547. 

The  plaintiff's  business  was  one  clothed 
with  a  public  interest. 

Bostick  V.  State,  supra. 

Equal  protection  cannot  be  said  to  be 
denied  when  the  law  operates  alike  upon  all 
persons  and  property  similarly  situated. 

Booth  V.  People,  186  III.  43,  60  LJlJk. 
762,  78  Am.  St.  Rep.  229,  67  N.  E.  .798; 
Little  Rock  ft  Ft.  S.  R.  Co.  y.  Hanniford, 
49  Ark.  291,  1  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  680,  6  S. 
W.  294;  Dow  y.  Beidelman,  49  Ark.  326,  6 
8.  W.  207;  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  ft  S.  R.  Co.  y. 
Worthen,  62  Ark.  529,  7  L.RJ^.  374,  13  S. 
W.  254;  Bannon  v.  SUte,  49  Ark.  167,  4 
S.  W.  655;  Leep  y.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  ft  S.  R. 
Co.  58  Ark.  407,  23  LJI.A.  264,  41  Am.  St. 
Rep.  109,  25  S.  W.  76. 

McCnllocb,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

Appellant,  Williams,  is  the  keeper  of  A 
boarding  house  in  the  city  of  Hot  Springs, 
and  he  appeals  to  this  court  from  a  judg- 
ment of  conviction  for  drumming  on  a  rail* 
road  train  for  his  boarding  house,  in  viola- 
tion' of  a  sUtttte  enacted  by  the  general 
assembly,  April  30,  1907.  The  section  of 
this  sUtute  which  it  becomes  important  to 
consider  is  as  follows:  "Section  1.  That 
it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  or  per- 
sons, except  as  hereinafter  provided  in  §  8 
of  this  act,  to  drum  or  solicit  business  or 
patronage  for  any  hotel,  lodging  house,  eat- 
ing house,  bath  house,  physician,  masseur, 
surgeon,  or  other  medical  practitioner,  on 
the  train,  cars,  or  depots  of  any  railroad  or 
common  carrier  operated  or  running  within 
the  state-  of  Arkansas.  Any  person  or  per- 
sons plying,  or  attempting  to  ply,  said  voca- 
tion 0$  drumming  or  soliciting,  except  as 


Sole.  —  Right  of  state  or  munici- 
pality to  forbid  golicitatlon  of  patron- 
age at  railicay  stations. 

This  subject  is  eovered  in  the  note  to 
Emerson  v.  McNeil,  15   L.R.A.(N.S.)    715. 

In  the  subsequent  ease  of  Seattle  v.  Hurst, 
60  Wash.  426,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  169,  97  Pac. 
434,  a  municipal  ordinance  forbidding  the 
solicitation  of  business  from  pnsscngers  en- 
tering or  leaving  a  railroad  station  was  held 
a  valid  exercise  of  the  police  power,  and 
26  I..R.A.(N.S.) 


not  therefore  unconstitutional  as  an  im- 
pairment of  an  existing  contract  between 
the  railroad  company  and  a  transfer  com- 
pany, by  which  the  latter  was  given  the 
right  to  solicit  business  within  the  depot 
grounds.    * 

Neither  is  such  an  ordinance  unreason- 
able, although  it  applies  to  a  station  in 
which  the  railroad  company  has  awarded 
the  right  to  solicit  patronage  to  one  con- 
cern.   Ibid. 
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provided  in  §  2  of  this  act,  upon  the  trains, 
cars,  or  depots  of  said  railroads  or  common 
carriers,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor, and,  upon  conviction  thereof, 
shall  be  punished  by  a  iine  of  not  less  than 
fifty  ($50)  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dol- 
lars ($100)  for  each  offense."  Acts  1907, 
p.  553.  The  title  of  the  statute  is:  "An 
Act  for  the  Protection  of  Passengers,  and 
for  the  Suppression  of  Drumming  and  So- 
liciting upon  Railroad  'Trains  and  upon 
Premises  of  Common  Carriers."  The  consti- 
tutionality of  the  statute  is  attacked  on 
the  grounds  (1)  that  it  is  an  unlawful 
restriction  upon  the  liberty  of  action  and 
inherent  rights  of  the  citizen  in  the  pursuit 
of  lawful  business;  and  (2)  that  it  deprives 
the  classes  of  citizens  therein  named  of  the 
equal  protection  of  the  law,  in  that  it  is 
an  unjust  discrimination  against  them. 

Both  points  of  attack  upon  the  statute 
involve  a  consideration  of  the  state's  exer- 
cise of  the  police  power,  its  scope  and  limi- 
tations,— a  fruitful  subject  of  discussion  in 
all  the  courts  of  the  country.  While  it  is 
admitted  by  all  that  this  power  is  incapable 
of  precise  definition,  and  that  its  lines  of 
delimitation  are  not  clearly  marked,  yet  the 
abundance  of  discussion  on  the  subject  found 
in  the  numerous  decisions  of  courts  of  last 
resort  leaves  us  not  without  chart  and  com- 
pass for  the  ascertainment  of  its  general 
scope.  Happily  we  are  not  without  prece- 
dents in  the  decisions  of  this  court.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  a 
recent  case  said:  "We  hold  that  the  police 
power  of  a  state  embraces  regulations  de- 
signed to  promote  the  public  convenience  or 
the  general  prosperity,  as  well  as  regula- 
tions designed  to  promote  the  public  health, 
the  public  morals,  or  the  public  safety. 
.  .-  .  And  the  validity  of  a  police  regula- 
tion, whether  established  directly  by  the 
state  or  by  some  public  body  acting  under 
its  sanction,  must  depend  upon  the  circum- 
stances of  each  case  and  the  character  of 
the  regulation,  whether  arbitrary  or  reason- 
able, and  whether  really  designed  to  accom- 
plish a  legitimate  public  purpose."  Chicago, 
B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  V.  Illinois,  200  U.  8.  561, 
592,  60  L.  ed.  596,  609,  26  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
341,  4  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1175.  In  a  still 
later  case  that  court  announced  the  same 
doctrine,  and  upheld,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  a  regulation  designed  to  promote  the 
general  prosperity,  a  statute  of  the  state 
of  Idaho  which  prohibited  the  herding  and 
grazing  of  sheep  within  2  miles  of  the 
dwelling  house  of  a  landowner.  Bacon  t. 
Walker,  204  U.  S.  311,  51  L.  ed.  499,  27 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  289.  The  court  said:  "We 
do  not  enter,  therefore,  into  the  discussion 
whether  the  sheep  industry  is  legitimate, 
and  not  offensive.  Nor  need  we  make  ex- 
26  L.RJV.(N.S.) 


tended  comment  on  the  2-mile  limit.  The 
selection  of  some  limit  is  a  legislative  power, 
and  it  is  only  against  the  abuse  of  the 
power,  if  at  all,  that  the  courts  may  inter- 
pose. But  the  abuse  must  be  shown.  It  u 
not  shown  by  quoting  the  provision  which 
expresses  the  limit.  The  mere  distance  ex- 
pressed shows  nothing.  It  does  not  display 
the  necessities  of  a  settler  upon  the  public 
lands.  It  does  not  display  what  protection 
is  needed,  not  from  one  sheep  or  a  few 
sheep,  but  from  large  flocks  of  sheep,  or 
the  relation  of  the  sheep  industry  to  other 
industries.  These  may  be  the  considera- 
tions that  induced  the  statutes,  and  we  can- 
not pronounce  them  insu£Scient  on  surmise 
or  on  the  barren  letter  of  the  statute." 
These  cases  are  cited  to  show  that  the  exer- 
cise of  the  police  power  is  not  limited  to 
regulations  to  promote  the  public  health, 
morals,  or  safety,  and  that  it  may  be  so 
extended  to  such  regulations  as  will  promote 
the  public  convenience  and  general  prosperi- 
ty. The  same  principle  controlled  this  court 
in  upholding  the  statute  known  as  the 
"screen  law,"  for  the  protection  of  miners. 
McLean  v.  State,  81  Ark.  304,  126  Am.  St. 
Rep.  1037,  98  S.  W.  729,  11  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  72.  The  following  cases  may  be  ex- 
amined with  profit  in  determining  the  scope 
of  this  power:  Ohio  Oil  Co.  v.  Indiana,  177 
U.  S.  190,  44  L.  ed.  729,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
576;  Clark  v.  Nash,  198  U.  S.  361,  49  U 
ed.  1085,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  676,  4  A.  &  G. 
Ann.  Cas.  1171;  Plessy  v,  Ferguson,  163  U. 
S.  537,  41  L  ed.  256,  16  Sup.  a.  Rep.  1138. 
This  court  has  sustained  a  statute  pro- 
hibiting physicians  from  soliciting  patients 
through  drummers.  Thompson  v.  Van  Lear. 
77  Ark.  506,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  688,  92  S.  W. 
773,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  154;  Burrow  v. 
Hot  Springs,  85  Ark.  396,  108  S.  W.  823. 
That  statute  was  sustainable  on  different 
grounds,  however, — that  of  protection  of 
public  health  and  morals, — though  the  same 
arguments  were  made  against  its  validity  as 
against  the  statute  now  under  consideration. 
In  Emerson  v.  McNeil,  84  Ark.  552,  15 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  715,  106  S.  W.  479,"  the  court 
sustained  a  town  ordinance  making  it  un- 
lawful for  any  person  to  solicit  customers 
for  any  hotel,  boarding  house,  restaurant,  or 
hack  line,  upon  the  depot  platform  of  a  rail- 
road company  while  passenger  trains  were 
stopped  there.  The  authority  of  an  incor- 
porated town  to  pass  such  an  ordinance  was 
found  only  in  the  statute  of  the  state  giving 
authority  to  "regulate  the  drumming  or  so- 
liciting of  persons  arriving  on  trains;"  but 
the  ordinance  was  prohibitory  in  its  terms, 
and  the  court  sustained  it.  The  court  said: 
"And  the  power  conferred  and  exercised  is 
not  obnoxious  to,  or  an  interference  with, 
any  common  right,  but  is  a  proper  exercise 
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of  the  police  power,  and  i»  uniTersally  sus- 
Uined,"—  citing  McQuillin,  Mun.  Ord.  §§  28, 
184;  St.  Paul  t.  Smith,  27  Minn.  364,  38  Am. 
Rep.  296,  7  N.  W.  734;  Veneman  v.  Jones, 
118  Ind.  41,  10  Am.  St.  Rep.  100,  20  N.  E. 
644.  We  think  that  decision  is  conclusive 
of  the  case  at  bar,  and  that  it  is  correct 
in  principle.  It  is  not  doubted  that  there 
are  limitations  upon  the  legislative  exercise 
of  the  police  power,  or  that  it  is  a  judicial 
question  for  the  courts  to  determine  whether 
or  not  a  given  regulation  is  reasonable  and 
falls  fairly  within  the  power  of  the  legisla- 
ture. The  duty  of  the  courts  to  interfere 
when  the  police  power  is  unreasonably  exer- 
cised is  too  well  settled  to  be  now  ques- 
tioned. Louisiana  &  A.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  85 
Ark.  12,  106  S.  W.  960;  Helena  v.  Dwyer, 
64  Ark.  424,  39  L.R.A.  266,  62  Am.  St.  Rep. 
206,  42  S.  W.  1071;  2  Tiedeman,  State  & 
Federal  Control  of  Persons  &,  Property, 
p.  987;  Lnwton  v.  Steele,  152  U.  S.  137, 
38  L.  ed.  388,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  499;  Lochner 
V.  Xew  York,  198  U.  S.  67,  49  L.  ed.  941, 

25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  539,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
1133:  Ex  parte  Whitwcll,  98  Cal.  73,  19 
L.R.A.  727,  35  Am.  St.  Rep.  152,  32  Pac. 
870.  It  is  the  duty  of  courts  in  testing 
the  validity  of  a  given  regulation,  to  resolve 
all  doubts  in  favor  of  the  legislative  bction, 
and  to  sustain  it  unless  it  appear  to  be 
clearly  outside  the  scope  of  reasonable  and 
Irj^timate  regulation.  Louisiana  &  A.  R. 
Co.  V.  State,  supra;  Bacon  v.  Walker,  204 
U.  S.  311,  51  L.  ed.  499,  27  Sup.  a.  Rep. 
289.  Tlius  testing  the  statute,  wc  do  not 
find  it  either  unreasonable  or  beyond  the 
power  of  the  legislature.  The  previous  de- 
cision of  tbis  court  hereinbefore  referred  to 
is  conclusive  of  that  question. 

The  legislature  clearly  has  the  power  to 
make  regulation  for  the  convenience  and 
comfort  of  travelers  on  railroads,  and  this 
appears  to  be  a  reasonable  regulation  for 
their  benefit.  It  prevents  annoyance  from 
the  importunities  of  drummers.  It  is  sug- 
gested in  argument  that  the  statute  was 
especially  aimed  at  the  protection  of  travel- 
ers to  the  city  of  Hot  Springs.  If  this  be 
so,  we  can  readily  see  additional  reason  why 
the  regulation  is  a  wholesome  one.  A  large 
percentage  of  those  travelers  are  persons 
from  distant  states  who  are  mostly  com- 
plete strangers  here,  and  many  are  sick. 
Drummers  who  swarm  through  the  trains 
soliciting  for  physicians,  bath  houses,  hotels, 
etc.,  make  existence  a  burden  to  those  who 
are  subjected  to  their  repeated  solicitations. 
It  is  true  that  the  traveler  may  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  these  importunities,  but  this  does  not 
render  it  any  the  less  unpleasant  and  an- 
noying. The  drummer  may  keep  within  the 
law  against  disorderly  conduct,  and  still 
render  himself  a   source  of   annoyance   to 
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travelers  by  his  much  beseeching  to  he  al- 
lowed to  lead  the  way  to  a  doctor  or  a  hotel. 
It  is  also  argued  that  the  act,  literally  con- 
strued, would  prevent  any  person  of  the 
classes  named  from  carrying  on  a  private 
conversation  on  a  train  concerning  his  busi- 
ness. This  is  quite  an  extreme  construction 
to  place  upon  the  statute,  and  one  which 
the  legislature  manifestly  did  not  intend. 
We  have  no  such  question,  however,  before 
us  on  the  facts  presented  in  the  record. 
This  statute  is  not  an  unreasonable  restric- 
tion upon  the  privilege  one  should  enjoy  to 
solicit  for  his  lawful  business,  which,  it  is 
rightly  urged,  is  an  incident  to  any  business. 
It  does  not  prevent  anyone  from  advertising 
bis  business  or  from  soliciting  patronage 
except  upon  trains,  etc.  This  privilege  is 
denied  him  for  the  public  good.  It  is  a 
principle  which  underlies  every  reasonable 
exercise  of  the  police  power,  that  private 
rights  must  yield  to  the  common  welfare. 

Neither  is  the  statute  an  unjust  discrimi- 
nation against  the  class  of  persons  named 
therein.  The  power  of  classification  is, 
within  reasonable  bounds,  with  the  legisla- 
ture, subject  to  judicial  review.  Bacon  v. 
Walker,  supra;  Farmers'  &  M.  Ins.  Co.  y. 
Dobncy,  189  U.  S.  301,  47  L.  ed.  821,  23 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  565 ;  Orient  Ins.  Co.  v.  Daggs, 
172  U.  S.  557,  48  L.  ed.  652,  19  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  281;  Ozan  Lumber  Co.  v.  Union  County 
Nat.  Bank,  207  U.  S.  256,  52  L.  ed.  197,  28 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  89.  The  legislature  in  framing 
this  statute  met  a  condition  which  existed, 
and  not  an  imaginary  or  improbable  one. 
The  class  of  drummers  or  solicitors  men- 
tioned in  the  act  are  doubtless  the  only  ones 
who  ply  their  vocation  to  any  extent  on 
railroad  trains.  It  is  rare  that  the  commer- 
cial drummer  finds  opportunity  to  meet  cus- 
tomers and  solicit  trade  on  trains.  There- 
fore the  lawmakers  deemed  it  unnecessary 
to  legislate  against  an  occasional  act  of  that 
kind. 

Affirmed. 

Wood,  J.,  dissents. 

Affirmefl  by  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  April  4,  1910. 
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PASS   SCHOOL  DISTRICT  OF  LOS  AN- 
GELES COUNTY,  Appt., 

V. 

HOLLYAVOOD  CITY   SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
OF  LOS  ANGELES  COUNTY,  Respt 

(156  Cal.  416,  105  Pac.  122.) 

School  —  division  of  district  —  property 

rights. 

1.  A    school    district    loses    title    to    its 
schoolhouse  and  lot  by  the  cutting  off  from 
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it,  and  placing  in  another  district,  the  ter- 
ritory in  which  they  are  located. 
Sam«  —  dne  process  of  law. 

2.  A  school  district  is  not  deprived  of 
its  property  without  due  process  of  law  by 
a  statute  transferring  its  schoolhouse  and 
lot  to  another  district,  together  with  the 
territory  in  which  they  are  located,  since  it 
holds  such  property  merely  as  trustee  for 
the  state. 

(Xovember  1,  1900.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  Loa  Angeles 
County  in  defendant's  favor,  and  from  an 
order  denying  a  new  trial,  in  an  action 
brought  to  quiet  title  to  certain  school  prop- 
erties.   Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  W.  Cole  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  Robert  Young  and  Hanson  ft 
Heath,  for  respondent: 

The  public  school  system  is  the  creature 
of  the  state. 

Kennedy  v.  Miller,  97  Cal.  431,  32  Pac. 
668. 


Each  school  district  is  a  public  and  quasi 
municipal  corporation. 

Hughes  T.  Ewing,  93  Cal.  414,  28  Pac. 
1067;  Kennedy  t.  Miller,  97  Cal.  432,  32 
Pac.  558;  Skelly  v.  Westminster  School  Dist. 
103  Cal.  662,  37  Pac.  643;  Mayrbofer  v. 
Board  of  Education,  89  Cal.  110,  23  Am. 
St.  Rep.  451,  26  Pac.  646;  Witter  v.  Mis- 
sion School  Dist.  121  Cal.  350,  66  Am.  St. 
Rep.  33,  63  Pac  905. 

School  districts  are  public  corporations 
changeable  at  the  will  of  the  legislature. 

Hughes  y.  Ewing,  supra;  Bay  View  School 
Dist.  V.  Linscott,  99  Cal.  27,  33  Pac.  781; 
1  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  pp.  54,  64. 

Upon  the  incorporation  of  the  city  of 
Hollywood,  and  the  coincident  creation  of 
the  Hollywood  city  school  district,  the  juris- 
dictiqn  of  the  former  Pass  school  district 
over  the  portion  of  its  territory  so  included 
within  the  former  district  ceased  and  deter- 
mined at  the  time  such  incorporation  and 
creation  took  place. 

Hughes  V.  Ewing,  93  Cal.  417,  28  Pac. 
1067;  Bay  View  School  Dist.  v.  Linscott, 
supra;  People  ex  rel.  Beckwith  v.  Board  of 


Kote.  —  Effect  of  changing  bounda- 
ries of  school  distrust  upon  rights  in 
real  property. 

When  new  school  districts  are  formed  by 
abolishing  old  ones,  the  legal  title  to  exist- 
ing schoolbouses  vests  in  the  territory  in 
which  they  happen  to  fall.  School  Dist.  No. 
1  V.  Richardson,  23  Pick.  62;  School  Dist. 
No.  6  V.  Tapley,  1  Allen,  49.  School  Dist 
No.  1  T.  Richardson,  supra,  was  followed  in 
Whitmore  v.  Hogan,  22  Me.  S64,  which  was 
an  action  on  a  promissory  note  given  in  pay- 
ment for  a  schoolhouse,  and  the  authority 
qf  the  district  selling  it  came  in  question. 

Where  a  town  is  incorporated  within  the 
territory  of  a  school  township,  the  former, 
as  a  school  corporation,  succeeds  to  the  con- 
trol of  educational  matters,  and  to  the  title 
to  real  property  held  by  the  township  for 
school  purposes.  Allen  School  Twp.  v. 
Macy  School  Town,  109  Ind.  669,  10  N.  E. 
678. 

In  Carson  t.  State,  27  Ind.  405,  it  ap- 
peared that  a  schoolhouse  stood  within  the 
boundaries  of  a  township,  upon  land  given 
in  trust  for  school  purposes,  and  it  was  held 
that,  upon  the  incorporation  of  a  town 
within  the  township,  which  took  in  the 
school  property,  the  control  of  tnat  prop- 
erty passed  to  the  town. 

Real  property  conveyed  to  the  trustee  of 
a  school  district  of  a  township,  and  his  suc- 
cessors in  office  forever,  for  school  purposes 
exclusively,  and  which  passed  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  township  upon  its  incorpora- 
tion, for  school  purposes,  likewise  passes  to 
a  town  upon  its  incorporation  within  the 
limits  of  the  township,  and  including  the 
school  property.  Leesburgh  v.  Plain  School 
Twp.  86  Ind.  682. 

It  was  held  in  Latonia  Graded  School 
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Dist.  No.  12  T.  Board  of  Education,  20  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  301,  03  S.  W.  590,  that  school  build- 
ings within  a  city,  but  under  the  control  of 
a  school  district  part  of  which  was  with- 
out the  city  limits,  passed  to  the  control  of 
the  board  of  education  of  a  city,  upon  its 
becoming  fourth  class,  establishing  its  own 
school  system,  and  legally  creating  its  board 
of  education  which  was  empowered  to  hold 
the  title  to  all  property  in  use  for  school 
purposes. 

In  Board  of  Education  v.  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, 30  W.  Va.  424,  4  S.  E.  «40,  it  was 
held  that,  upon  the  formation  of  a  new 
school  district  by  the  division  of  an  old 
one,  the  latter  held  all  the  corporate  prop- 
erty within  its  limits,  while  the  former,  or 
new  district,  was  entitled  to  such  property 
of  the  old  district  as  fell  within  its  bounds. 

And  in  Wilhite  v.  Mansfield  (Okla.)  99 
Pac  1087,  upon  the  formation  of  a  new 
county  from  the  territory  of  an  existing 
county,  it  was  held  that  a  county  high  school 
located  within  the  territory  detached  from 
the  parent  county  became  the  property  of 
the  new  county. 

It  was  held  in  School  Comrs.  v.  Center 
Twp.  143  Ind.  391,  42  N.  E.  808,  that  a 
city,  upon  annexing  that  part  of  a  school 
township  containing  a  school  house  and  lot, 
takes  the  property  free  from  any  liability 
for  its  value,  or  for  unpaid  indebtedness  of 
such  township  incurred  in  securing  such 
school  property,  where  there  is  statutory 
provision  vesting  the  school  property  of  a 
school  township  in  a  town  or  city  upon  the 
annexation  of  that  part  of  the  township  in- 
cluding such  property. 

In  Connor  v.  Board  of  Education,  10 
Minn.  430,  Gil.  352,  a  city,  upon  taking  into 
its  limits  a  lot  bargained  and  sold,  and  to 
be  deeded,  upon  payment  of  the  purchase 
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Education,  55  Cal.  336;  Wetmore  t.  Oak- 
land. 99  Cal.  151.  33  Pac.  769;  Earle  v. 
Board  of  Education,  65  Cal.  494;  Sinnott 
V.  Colombet,  107  Cal.  190.  28  L.R.A.  594, 
40  Pac.  329;  Prescott  t.  Lennox,  100  Tenn. 
691.  47  S.  W.  181 ;  Leesburgh  t.  Plain  School 
Twp.  86  Ind.  582;  Wellington  t.  Welling- 
ton Twp.  46  Kan.  222.  26  Pac.  415;  Allen 
School  Twp.  y.  Macy  School  Town,  109  Ind. 
559,  10  N.  E.  578;  Newpoint  Lodge  v.  New- 
point,  138  Ind.  141,  37  N.  E.  660;  Whit- 
morc  v.  Hogan,  22  Me.  564;  School  Comrs. 
T.  Center  Twp.  143  Ind.  391.  42  N.  E.  808; 
McGurn  v.  Board  of  Education.  133  111.  122, 
24  N.  E.  529;  North  Hempstead  v.  Hemp- 
stead, 2  Wend.  109;  Hartford  Bridge  Co.  v. 
East  Hartford,  16  Conn.  171;  Washington 
County  V.  Weld  County,  12  Colo.  154,  20 
Pac.  273;  Board  of  Education  v.  Board  of 
Education,  30  W.  Va.  430,  4  S.  E.  640;  16 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  1023,  1024;  School 
Dist.  No.  1  T.  Richardson,  23  Pick.  68;  Lynn 
T.  Nahant,  113  Mass.  433;  Chickasaw  Coun- 
ty V.  Sumner  County,  58  Miss.  619;  Vernon 
School  Dist.  V.  Board  of  Education,  125  Cal. 
596,  58  Pac.  175. 


Title  to,  and  right  to  possession  and  use 
of,  the  school  property,  passed,  as  the  Pass 
school  district  did  not  hold  it  as  an  indi- 
vidual for  general  purposes,  but  simply  as 
trustee  for  the  state,  for  its  public  schools. 

Vernon  School  Dist.  v.  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, supra;  Johnson  v.  San  Diego,  109  Cal. 
477,  30  L.R.A.  178,  42  Pac.  249;  Allen  School 
Twp.  V.  Macy  School  Town,  supra;  Los 
Angeles  County  v.  Orange  County,  97  Cal. 
331,  32  Pac.  316;  Newpoint  Lodge  v.  New- 
point,  supra;  Carson  v.  State,  27  Ind.  465; 
Leesburgh  t.  Plain  School  Twp.  and  Bay 
View  School  Dist.  v.  Linscott,  supra;  Lara- 
mie County  V.  Albany  County,  92  U.  S.  307, 
23  L.  ed.  552;  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  4th  ed.  §  188. 
p.  438, 1  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  p.  64;  Mt.  Pleasant 
V.  Beckwith,  100  U.  S.  525,  25  L.  ed.  701; 
School  Directors  t.  Ashland,  87  Wis.  633, 
68  N.  W.  377;  McGovern  v.  Fairchild,  2 
Wash.  479,  27  Pac.  173 ;  Board  of  Education 
V.  Board  of  Education,  supra;  Bulmer's  Es- 
tate, 59  Cal.  131;  Kennedy  v.  Miller,  97 
Cal.  437,  82  Pac.  558;  Hughes  v.  Ewing,  93 
Cal.  414,  28  Pac.  1067. 

The  transfer  did  not  deprive  plaintiff  of 


price,  to  a  school  district  of  which  it  was 
then  a  part,  was  held  liable  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  transaction. 

And,  as  between  the  heirs  of  a  grantor 
and  trustees  of  a  school  district  to  whoni 
was  conveyed  a  piece  of  property  and  to 
their  successors  in  office,  for  the  erection  of 
8  schoolhouse,  it  was  held  in  (.'urtis  v.  Board 
of  Education,  43  Kam  138,  23  Pac.  98,  that 
the  severance  of  that  part  of  the  school  dis- 
trict in  which  the  property  was  situated. 
and  its  addition  to  an  incorporated  city,  did 
not  warrant  a  forfeiture,  the  school  authori- 
ties of  the  city  being  in  fact  the  successors 
in  office  of  the  trustees  of  the  district. 

See  also  McGurn  v.  Board  of  Education, 
133  111.  122,  24  N.  E.  629,  and  Cravener  v. 
Board  of  Education,  133  III.  145,  24  N.  E. 
632,  where  the  provisions  of  a  statute  for 
the  annexation  of  adjacent  territory  to  the 
city  of  Chicago  .were  apparently  conceded 
to  vest  the  legal  title  tio  the  school  prop- 
erty in  that  territory  in  the  city,  the  point 
of  contention  being  the  control  and  man- 
agement of  the  school  alTected. 

But  it  has  been  held  that  the  extension 
of  a  city's  limits  so  as  to  take  in  part  of 
an  adjoining  school  district,  including  a 
schoolhouse,  does  not  devest  the  district  of 
its  property  in  such  schoolhouse.  Winona 
v.  School  Dist.  No.  82,  40  Minn.  13,  3  L.R.A. 
46,  12  Am.  St.  Rep.  687,  41  N.  W.  539; 
Reckert  v.  Peru,  60  Ind.  473. 

That  the  annexation  of  part  of  a  town- 
ship to  a  city  or  town  should  cause  the  ti- 
tle to  schoolhouses  and  lots  within  the  an- 
nexed territory  to  vest  in  the  city  or  town 
was  said,  in  Heizer  v.  Yohn,  37  Ind.  415, 
to  be  unsupported  by  reason,  and  in  that 
case  at  least  destitute  of  equity,  the  court 
saying:  "The  money  with  which  the  prop- 
erty was  purchased  and  the  houses  erected 
26  L.R.A.(N..S.) 


was  raised  by  a  tax  upon  the  people  of  the 
township,  and  more  than  half  of  those  for 
whose  use  the  property  was  acquired  are 
still  outside  of  the  city.  If  the  prpperty 
shall  be  adjudged  to  belong  to  the  city, 
these  persons  must  lose  what  they  have 
thus  paid.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  prop- 
erty .shall  be  declared  to  belong  to  the  town- 
ship, it  is  only  adjudging  that  the  title  re- 
mains where  it  was  vested,  and  that  those 
who  have  become  an  integral  part  of  another 
and  distinct  corporation  have  ceased  there- 
by to  have  any  interest  in  it." 

Citing  School  Dist.  No.  1  v.  Richardson, 
supra,  it  was  held  in  Whittier  v.  Sanborn, 
38  Me.  32,  that  the  mere  alteration  of  the 
lines  of  a  school  district  does  not  devest  the 
district  of  its  property  in  its  schoolhouse  be- 
cause it  falls  without  the  newly  established 
lines  of  such  district. 

Statutory  provision  vesting  all  property, 
real  and  personal,  held  by  any  board  of  edu- 
cation or  the  council  of  any  municipal  cor- 
poration, for  the  use  of  public  or  common 
schools  in  any  district,  in  the  board  of  edu- 
cation having  jurisdiction  and  control  of  the 
schools  in  such  district,  cannot  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  vest  the  title  to  school  prop- 
erty owned  by  a  township,  and  located  in 
one  of  the  subdistricts,  in  such  district,  upon 
its  incorporation  as  a  village,  where  such 
school  property  was  used  as  a  public  school 
of  higher  grade  than  primary,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  whole  township.  Board  of  Educa- 
tion V.  Board  of  Education,  46  Ohio  St. 
695,  22  N.  E.  641. 

In  Board  of  Education  v.  School  Diet.  No. 
7,  45  Kan.  560,  26  Pac.  13,  part  of  a  school 
district  with  a  schoolhouse  was  taken  into 
a  city,  and,  in  an  action  by  the  board  of 
education  of  the  latter,  an  order  of  injunc- 
tion restraining  the  school  district  from  in- 
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its  property  without  due  process  of  law. 

Johnson  y.  San  Diego,  109  Cal.  468,  30 
L.R_A^.  178,  42  Pac.  249;  Los  Angeles  County 
T.  Orange  County  and  Hughes  t.  Ewing, 
supra. 

Henshaw,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  action  was  brought  to  quiet  title  to 
a  piece  of  land,  and  the  schoolhouse  thereon, 
formerly  within  the  limits  of  plaintiff  school 
district,  and  used  by  the  district  for  public 
school  purposes.  Judgment  passed  for  de- 
fendant school  district,  and  from  that  judg- 
ment, and  from  the  order  denying  its  mo- 
tion for  a  new  trial,  plaintiff  appeals. 

The  facts  are  stipulated,  subject,  a«  to 
some  of  them^  to  objections  touching  their 
admissibility.  From  these  facts  it  appears 
that  plaintiff  for  many  years  past  has  been, 
and  still  is,  a  school  district  of  Los  Angeles 
county.  In  1889  the  real  property  in  con- 
troversy was  deeded  to  the  trustees  of 
plaintiff  "to  be  used  as  a  schoolhouse,  lot, 
and  grounds."  For  such  purposes  plaintiff 
held  and  used  the  property  until  in  Novem- 
ber, 1903,  when  the  city  of  Hollywood  was 
incorporated,  with  which  incorporation  came 
into  existence  the  Hollywood  city  school 
district,  defendant  herein.  The  school  prop- 
erty in  question  was  included,  on  the  incor- 
poration of  the  city  of  Hollywood  and  the 
organization  of  the  Hollywood  city  school 
district,  within  thft  corporate  limits  of  the 
latter,  and  is  still  included  therein.  The 
remaining  portion  of  the  Pass  school  dis- 
trict, not  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
city  of  Hollywood,  continued  as  a  school 
district,  under  the  name  of  the  Pass  school 
district.  No  petition  has  been  filed  on  be- 
half of  the  existing  Pass  school  district,  for 
annexation  to  the  Hollywood  city  school 
district,  as  provided  by  §  1576  of  the 
Political  Code.  The  question  presented  may 
be  thus  stated:  What,  under  the  indicated 
circumstances,  is  the  disposition  made  by 
the  law  of  the  real  property  of  such  cor- 
poration owned  and  used  for  the  corporate 
purposes,  when,  by  a  change  in  the  bounda- 
ries, that  property  falls  within  the  terri- 


torial limits  of  a  new  corporation  organized 
for  identical  purposes  T  Or,  wording  it  dif- 
ferently, did  the  title,  dominion,  power,  and 
control  over  the  land  in  controversy,  pass  to 
the  Hollywood  city  school  district,  or  did 
they  remain  where  formerly  they  had  been, 
with  the  Pass  school  district?  So  far  is 
this  state  is  concerned,  this  question  would 
seem  to  have  been  conclusively  answered  in 
favor  of  respondent,  by  such  cases  as  Lo4 
Angeles  County  v.  Orange  County,  97  Cal. 
329,  32  Pac.  316;  Johnson  ▼.  San  Diego. 
109  Cal.  468,  30  L.R.A.  178,  42  Pac.  249, 
and  Vernon  School  Dist.  v.  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, 125  Cal.  693,  58  Pac.  176.  The  last 
case  is  directly  in  point.  It  was  an  action 
brought  to  quiet  title  by  the  Vernon  school 
district  to  lands  used  for  public  school  pur- 
poses originally  within  the  territorial  limits 
of  the  district,  but  subsequently,  by  annexa- 
tion, falling  within  the  corporate  limits  of 
the  city  of  Los  Angeles.  It  is  there  said 
that,  "in  the  absence  of  statutory  provi- 
sions governing  the  ownership  of  municipal 
property,  upon  the  division  of  a  municipali- 
ty, municipal  property  consisting  of  real 
estate  belongs  to  the  municipality  within 
which  it  is  located  by  the  division."  The 
judgment  of  the  trial  court  so  decreeing  wasi 
upheld.  But  appellant  argues  that  this  de- 
cision should  be  reconsidered;  that  it  does 
violence  to  its  constitutional  rights,  in  de- 
priving it  of  property  without  due  process 
of  law;  that  it  works  great  injustice;  and 
that  it  is  contrary  to  the  law  as  laid  down 
in  the  best-considered  cases.  Because  of  the 
earnestness  with  which  these  pleas  are  ad- 
vanced, and  of  the  brevity  with  which  the 
subject  was  treated  in  the  Vernon  Case, 
more  amplified  discussion  of  the  question 
may  not  be  amiss. 

School  districts  of  this  state  are  public 
quasi  municipal  corporations.  Hughes  v. 
Ewing,  93  Cal.  414,  28  Pac.  1067;  Kennedy 
v.  Miller,  97  Cal.  429,  32  Pac.  558.  Subject 
to  such  constitutional  limitations  as  may 
exist,  the  power  of  the  legislature  over  these 
public  municipal  corporations  is  plenary.  It 
may  divide,  change,  or  abolish  them  at 
pleasure.     Hughes   y.   Ewing,   supra;  Bay 


terfering  with  the  school  property  was  ob- 
tained, and  vacated  on  motion.  On  affirm- 
ing the  trial  court  in  vacating  this  injunc- 
tion, it  was  said:  "As  we  have  said,  there 
is  no  provision  of  the  statute  that  provides 
for  an  adjustment  of  the  rights  of  the  board 
of  education  and  the  officers  of  the  school 
district  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  We  cannot 
say,  as  a  matter  of  law,  that  the  board  of 
education  or  the  city  became  the  owner  of 
the  schoolhouse  by  reason  of  its  being  taken 
into  the  city  by  an  extension  of  Its  limits. 
There  ought  to  have  been  some  adjustment 
of  property  rights  between  the  parties,  but, 
as  the  case  stands,  we  could  not  reverse  the 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


judgment  of  the  court  below,  except  upon 
the  theory  that  school  district  No.  7  had 
been  devested  of  its  ownership  of  the  school- 
house,  by  reason  of  its  absorption  by  th« 
city  by  the  extension,  and  this  we  cannot 
do." 

There  are  numerous  decisions  closely  con- 
nected with  the  point  of  this  note,  involvins; 
the  apportionment  of  school  property  and 
the  adjustment  of  compensation  for  the 
same,  upon  the  division  of  school  districts 
but  these  cases,  governed  by  special  statu- 
tory direction  for  apportionment  and,  in 
many  instances,  by  mere  questions  of  inter- 
pretation, have  not  been  included. 
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View  School  Dist.  y.  Linscott,  99  Cal.  27, 
33  PiMS.  781;  1  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  p.  54.  By 
tli«  legal  annexation  of  the  land  in  con- 
troversy to  the  city  of  Hollywood  apd  the 
Hollywood  city  school  district  (which  latter, 
by  virtue  of  §  1576,  Pol.  Code,  sprang  at  the 
same  time  into  existence),  the  power  of  the 
Pass  school  district  4o  use  this  property  for 
school  purposes  undoubtedly  came  to  an 
end;  for,  by  §  1617  of  the  Political  Code, 
the  managpnient  and  control  of  school  prop- 
erty within  their  district  is  vested  in  the 
trustees  of  the  district.  This  proposition, 
as  we  understand  it,  appellant  does  not  dis- 
pute. But  it  contends  that  title  to  this 
property  still  remained  in  the  plaintiff  dis- 
trict, with  the  correlative  rights  of  leasing 
or  selling  the  same. 

The  Icgiolative  power  being  full  and  com- 
plete over  the  matter,  as  a  part  of  that 
power,  it  may  make  provision  for  the  divi- 
sion of  the  property  and  the  apportionment 
of  the  debts  of  the  old  corporation,  when  a 
portion  of  its  territory  and  public  property 
are  transferred  to  the  jurisdiction  of  another 
corporation.  But,  in  the  absence  of  such 
provision,  the  rule  of  the  common  law  ob- 
tains, auL  that  rule  leaves  the  property 
where  it  is  found,  and  the  debt  upon  the 
original  debtor.  Johnson  v.  San  Diego,  109 
Cal.  477,  30  L.R.A.  178,  42  Pac.  249;  School 
Directors  v.  Ashland,  58  N.  W.  377,  87  Wis. 
533.  Such  is  the  declaration  in  the  Vernon 
Case,  in  the  cases  of  Bay  View  School  Dist. 
V.  Linscott,  supra,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  in  Laramie  County  v. 
Albany  County,  92  U.  S.  307,  23  L.  ed.  552; 
Mt.  Pleasant  ▼.  Beckwith,  100  U.  S.  535, 
29  L.  ed.  704;  McGovem  v.  Fairchild,  2 
Wash.  475.,  27  Pac.  173;  Board  of  Education 
V.  Board  of  Education,  30  W.  Va.  424,  4 
8.  E.  640,  20  Am.  &  Eng.  Corp.  Cas.  11; 
Allen  School  Twp.  v.  Macy  School  Town, 
109  Ind.  559,  10  N.  E.  578;  Newpoint  Lodge 
T.  Newpoint,  138  Ind.  141,  37  N.  E.  650; 
Prescott  T.  Lennox,  100  Tenn.'  591,  47  S.  W. 
181;  Bloomfield  Twp.  v.  Glen  Ridge,  54  N. 
3.  Eq.  280,  33  Atl.  925,  928;  1  Dill.  Mun. 
Corp.  p.  64,  15  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
p.  1023,  Wellington  v.  Wellington  Twp.  46. 
Kan.  213,  26  Pac.  415,  and  of  cases  from 
many  other  jurisdictions. 

To  the  contention  that  a  transfer  of 
ownership  thus  accomplished  works  the  tak- 
ing of  property  without  due  process  of  law, 
it  should  be  sufficient  to  point  out  that,  in 
all  such  cases,  the  beneficial  owner  of  the 
fee  is  the  state  itself,  and  that  its  agencies 
and  mandatories, — the  various  public  and 
municipal  corporations  in  whom  the  title 
rests, — are  essentially  nothing  but  trustees 
of  the  state,  holding  the  property  and  de- 
voting it  to  the  uses  which  the  state  itself 
directs.  The  transfer  of  title  without  due 
28  L.RJI.(N.S.) 


process  of  law,  of  which  appellant  so  bit- 
terly complains,  is  nothing  morje,  in  effect, 
than  the  naming  by  the  state  of  other  trus- 
tees to  manage  property  which  it  owns,  and 
to  manage  the  property  for  the  same  iden- 
tical uses  and  purposes  to  which  it  was 
formerly  devoted.  In  point  of  law,  then, 
the  beneficial  title  to  the  estate  is  not 
affected  at  all.  All  that  is  done  is  to  trans- 
fer the  legal  title,  under  the  same  trust 
from  one  trustee  to  another.  In  this  sense 
the  trustees  of  the  Hollywood  city  school 
district  became,  by  operation  of  law,  suc- 
cessors to  the  trustees  of  the  Pass  school 
district,  as  is  directly  held  in  Allen  School 
Twp.  V.  Macy  School  Town,  supra,  where 
it  is  said:  "It  is  also  now  a  well-recognized 
legal  inference  deducible  as  well  from  gen- 
eral principles  as  from  the  decided  cases, 
that,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
this  state,  public  school  property  is  held  in 
trust  for  school  purposes  by  the  persons  or 
corporations  authorized  for  the  time  being 
to  control  such  property,  and  that  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  legislature  to  provide  for 
a  change  in  the  trusteeship  of  such  property 
in  certain  contingencies  presumably  requir- 
ing such  a  change,  or,  indeed,  to  change  the 
trustee  of  that  class  of  property  whenever 
it  may  choose  to  do  so."  Even  if  such  well- 
established  principles  could  be  set  aside 
under  the  plea  that  they  work  injustice  in 
the  individual  case,  this  plea  here  presented 
is  without  merit.  The  state  is  profoundly 
interested  in  the  education  of  its  young,  but 
has  no  de«p  concern  over  the  personality  of 
the  trustees  who  shall  administer  this  trust, 
so  long  as  the  administration  is  in  the 
orderly  form  of  law.  But  to  relieve  against 
the  possibility  of  injustice  being  worked  by 
the  operation  of  the  rule  which  might,  with- 
out recompense,  take  a  schoolhouse  away 
from  one  district  and  assign  it  to  another, 
this  state  has  made  explicit  provision  where- 
by the  use  of  the  school  under  the  changed 
conditions  may  still  be  open  to  the  children 
within  the  territory  to  which  it  originally 
belonged.  This  provision  is  found  in  §  1676 
of  the  Political  Code.  But  the  residents 
within  the  plaintiff  district  have  not  seen 
fit  to  avail  themselves  of  it.  We  are  unable 
to  perceive,  t^terefore,  that  the  rule  adopted 
in  this  state  either  works  injustice  to  plain- 
tiff, or  docs  violence  to  any  of  its  constitu- 
tional rights.  Nor,  to  the  last  proposition 
which  appellant  urges,  namely,  that  the 
weight  of  authoritv  is  contrary  to  that  laid 
down  in  this  state,  can  assent  be  granted. 
The  authorities  which  he  cites  are  Winona 
v.  School  Dist.  No.  82,  40  Minn.  13,  3  L.R.A. 
46,  12  Am.  St.  Rep.  687,  41  N.  W.  539; 
Board  of  Education  v.  School  Dist.  No.  7, 
45  Kan.  560,  26  Pac.  13;  21  Am.  k  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  Ist  ed.,  Title  "Schools,"  p.  791. 
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The  Minnesota  case  unquestionably  holds 
with  appellant's  contention,  but  it  stands  in 
single  opposition  to  an  otherwise  unbroken 
current  of  authority.  In  this  connection  we 
have  heretofore  cited  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  and  of 
many  sister  states,  with  the  text  writers 
thereon.  The  Minnesota  case  is  expressly 
disapproTed  in  Bloomfield  Twp.  v.  Glen 
Ridge,  and  in  Prescott  t.  Lennox,  supra. 
The  language  of  the  supreme  court  of  Kan- 
sas in  Board  of  Education  v.  School  Dist. 
Ko.  7  is  ohiier,  and  later  was  expressly  dis- 
approved in  Wellington  v.  Wellington  Twp. 
supra,  where  that  state  adopts  the  accepted 
rule.  The  declaration  in  the  first  edition  of 
the  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  of  Law,  under  the 
head  of  ''Schools,"  is  modified  in  the  second 
edition,  where  the  rule  adopted  in  Minneso- 
ta is  set  forth  upon  the  authority  of  Winona 
V.  School  Dist.  No.  82,  supra,  and  other  Min- 
nesota cases,  but  where  also  it  is  declared: 
"On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held  that 
the  common  law  leaves  the  property  where 
it  is  found,  and  that,  in  the  absence  of 
special  legislation  to  the  contrary,  a  new 
school  district  which  is  organized  from  ter- 
ritory detached  from  an  old  school  district 
will  not  be  required  to  pay  anything  to  the 
old  district  on  account  of  schoolhouses  or 
schoolhouse  sites  or  any  real  estate  what- 
ever belonging  to  the  old  school  district  and 
situated  in  the  new  district."  [25  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  38].  Moreover, 
in  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the  same  learned 
work,  at  page  1023,  it  is  said:  "The  old 
corporation  will  hold  all  tie  corporate  prop- 
erty within  her  new  limits,  .  .  .  and 
the  new  corporation  will  hold  all  the  prop- 
erty falling  within  her  boundaries,  to  which 
the  old  corporation  will  have  no  claim." 

The  judgment  and  order  appealed  from 
are  therefore  a£Brmed. 

We  concur:    Melvin,  J.;  liorigan,  J. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  December  1, 
1909. 


MONTANA  SUPREME  COURT. 

MARY  FRANKUN,  Appt., 

V. 

FRED  J.  FRANKLIN,  Respt 
(40  Mont  348,  iQO  Pac.  353.) 

Divorce  —  laches  —  denial. 

The  court  must  enforce  of  its  own  mo- 
tion, although  defendant  makes  default,  a 
provision  in  a  statute  authorizing  divorces, 
that  a  divorce  must  be  denied  when  the 
cause  is  conviction  of  felony,  unless  the  ac- 
26  LJIJI.(N.S.) 


tion  is  commenced  within  a  certain  time 
after  final  judgment  and  sentence^ 

(January  19,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Custer  County 
dismissing  an  action  for  divorce.    Afllirmed. 
The  facts  are  stated  In  the  opinion. 
Messrs.  Mllbnm  &  Hunter  for  appel- 
lant. 

Brantly,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

Action  for  a  decree  dissolving  the  bonds 
of  matrimony  between  plaintiff  and  defend- 
ant. The  complainant  was  filed  on  May  28, 
1909.  The  cause  of  action  stated  is  that 
defendant  was,  on  May  26,  1906,  by  a  judg- 
ment of  the  district  court  of  Dawson  county, 
duly  convicted  of  a  felony,  to  wit,  forgery, 
and  sentenced  to  a  term  of  years  iu  the 
state  prison,  where  he'  is  undergoing  his 
punishment.  The  defendant,  having  been 
duly  and  regularly  served  with  process,  suf- 
fered default.  When  the  plaintiff  offered 
evidence  to  establish  her  cause  of  action, 
the  court,  upon  inspection  of  the  complaint, 
concluded  that  since  the  action  had  not  been 
brought  within  two  years  from  the  date  of 
the  judgment  of  conviction,  and  no  excuse 
was  alleged  as  a  reason  why  it  had  not  been 
brought  within  two  years,  the  plaintiff  was 
not  entitled  to  relief.  Judgment  was  there- 
upon rendered  and  entered  dismissing  the 
action.  Plaintiff  has  appealed,  and  submits 
the  question  whether  this  action  was  proper 
in  the  absence  of  an  answer  pleading  special* 
ly  in  bar  the  provision  of  §  3670,  Rev.  Codes. 
This  provision  is:  "A  divorce  must  be  de- 
nied: .  .  .  (2)  When  the  cause  is  con- 
viction of  felony,  and  the  action  is  not 
commenced  before  the  expiration  of  two 
years  after  final  judgment  and  sentence." 
The  argument  is  that  this  provision  is  a 


Ifote.  —  Duty  of  court,  In  absence  of 
objection  by  defendant,  to  dlamtsa 
suit  for  divorce  because  not  brought 
within  the  tline  allowed  by  statute 
after  cause  given. 

Only  cases  are  here  considered  in  which 
there  was  a  statute  regulating  the  time 
within  which  actions  for  divorce  should  be 
brought,  and  does  not  include  cases  in  which 
the  effect  of  laches  was  considered  in  the 
absence  of  statute. 

The  rule  laid  down  in  Franklin  v. 
Fbanklin  that  the  court  may  dismiss  a  suit 
for  divorce  because  not  brought  within  the 
time  allowed  by  statute  after  cause  given, 
although  the  defendant  did  not  raise  or 
plead  the  objection,  finds  support  in  Val- 
leau  T.  Valleau,  6  Paige,  207,  and  Dutcher 
V.  Dutcher,  39  Wis.  661. 

In  Valleau  v.  Valleau,  supra,  it  was  held 
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mere  limitation  as  to  the  time  within  which 
the  action  may  be  brought;  that  §  6475, 
Rev.  Codes,  provides  that  the  objection  that 
the  action  was  not  commenced  within  the 
time  limited  can  be  taken  only  by  answer; 
and  that,  since  the  defendant  interposed  no 
defense,  the  court  had  no  power  to  deny 
relief  tva  sponte.  We  are  not  aided  in-  the 
determination  of  the  question  involved  by 
brief  or  argument  on  behalf  of  defendant; 
and  public  policy,  which  must  always  be 
taken  into  account  in  actions  of  this  char- 
acter, is  not  referred  to  in  the  brief  of  the 
plaintiff. 

Upon  the  theory  that  an  action  for  divorce 
ia  an  action  to  adjust  private  rights  merely, 
the  position  of  counsel  would  be  correct;  for 
if  the  provision  quoted  above  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  limitation  upon  the  enforcement 
of  a  private  right  in  which  the  public  has  no 
concern,  it  is  left  to  the  option  of  the  de- 
fendant to  avail  himself  of  it  or  not,  as  he 
pleases.  But  the  state  makes  itself  a  party 
to  every  marriage,  in  that  it  requires  the 
contract  to  be  entered  into  before  officers 
designated  by  itself,  or  by  the  mutual  and 
public  assumption  by  the  parties  of  the 
marriage  relation.  Rev.  Codes,  §  3607.  The 
consent  of  the  parties  is  necessary,  and  to 
this  extent  the  assumption  of  the  relation 
may  be  said  to  depend  upon  private  con- 
tract; but,  when  the  status  of  the  parties 
has  once  been  established,  it  is  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  state  that  it  be  permanent.  Upon 
this  condition  depends  the  home,  upon  the 


preservation  of  which,  in  turn,  depends  good 
citizenship  and  the  permanency  of  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government.  The  state  there- 
fore favors  the  institution  of  marriage.  For 
the  same  reason  it  is  not  favorable  to  di- 
vorces, and  permits  them  only  when  the 
relations  of  the  parties  become  such  that 
the  interest  of  the  public,  as  well  as  of  their 
own,  requires  that  they  be  permitted  to 
reassume  their  independence.  It  rests  exclu- 
sively with  the  legislature  to  prescribe  the 
grounds  upon  which  divorces  may  be 
granted,  and  also  to  prescribe  such  condi- 
tions as  to  residence  of  the  parties  within 
the  jurisdiction,  and  such  limitations  as  to 
the  time  within  which  actions  may  be 
brought,  to  secure  them,  as  it  deems  public 
policy  requires.  Deyoe  v.  Superior  Ct.  140 
Cal.  476,  98  Am.  St.  Rep.  73,  74  Pac.  28; 
Dennis  v.  Dennis,  68  Conn.  186,  34  L.R.A. 
449,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  96,  36  Atl.  34; 
Dutcher  v.  Dutcher,  39  Wis.  661;  14  Cyc- 
Law  &  Proc.  p.  677;  1  Nelson,  Div.  A.  Sep. 
§  8.  And  the  doctrine  is,  generally  recog- 
nized that  such  an  action  is  not  a  mere  con- 
troversy between  private  parties,  but  that 
the  state  is  interested  as  an  adverse  party 
so  far  as  to  oppose  the  granting  of  a  decree 
unless  a  case  is  made  which  comes  within 
the. rules  prescribed  by  the  statute. 

In  Bordeaux  v.  Bordeaux,  32  Mont.  159, 
80  Pac.  6,  this  court  said:  "An  action  for 
divorce  is  peculiar  in  its  nature,  in  that,  be- 
sides the  interests  of  the  parties  involved, 
the  public  is  also  interested,  and  for  this 


that  where  a  statute  provides  that  acquies- 
ence  by  a  husband,  for  a  certain  period,  in 
his  wife's  living  in  adultery  with  another, 
shall  be  a  bar  to  his  action  for  divorce,  and 
it  appears  from  the  evidence  presented  by 
the  husband  himself  that  the  period  has 
run,  a  divorce  will  be  denied  even  though 
the  action  is  undefended. 

And  in  Dutcher  v.  Dutcher,  supra,  it  was 
held  that  under  a  statute  providing  that  the 
court  may  deny  a  divorce  "when  there  shall 
have  been  no  express  forgiveness  and  volun- 
tary cohabitation  of  the  parties,  but  the  ac- 
tion shall  not  have  been  brought  within 
three  years  after  the  discovery  by  the  plain- 
tiff of  the  offense  charged,"  a  failure'  of 
the  defendant  to  set  up  the  bar  of  the  stat- 
ute is  a  waiver  of  his  rights  under  it;  but 
that,  nevertheless,  questions  of  policy  are 
also  involved  in  divorce,  and  the  court  of 
its  own  motion  may  deny  a  divorce  on  the 
ground  that  the  time  for  bringing  the  action 
has  elapsed,  notwithstanding  the  failure  of 
the  defendant  to  plead  such  statute. 

The  question  of  the  bar  of  the  statute  is 
not  raised  merely  by  a  general  denial.    Ibid. 

But  the  contrary  has  been  held  in  Bihin 
V.  Bihin,  17  Abb.  Pr.  19,  and  Kaiser  v. 
Kaiser,  16  Hun,  602,  mentioned  in  the  opin- 
ion. 

In  Bihin  y.  Bihin,  supra,  it  was  held  that 
a  provision  of  the  Code  of  Procedure,  that 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  objection  that  an  action  was  not  com- 
menced within  the  time  limited  can  only 
be  taken  by  answer,  is  applicable  to  actions 
for  limited  divorce. 

And  hence  where  the  statute  limiting  the 
time  for  bringing  action  was  not  set  up  as  a 
defense  to  a  complaint  averring  acts  of  cru- 
elty committed  more  than  ten  years  prior  to 
the  commencement  of  the  action,  with  par- 
ticulars of  time,  evidence  of  such  cruelty  is 
admissible.     Ibid. 

So,  also,  in  Kaiser  v.  Kaiser,  supra,  it  was 
held  that  a  statute  providing  that  a  suit 
to  annul  a  marriage  on  the  grounds  of 
physical  incompetency  "shall,  in  all  cases, 
be  brought  within  two  years  from  tlie 
solemnization  of  the  marriage,"  is  a  statute 
of  limitation,  and  that  if  the  objection  is 
not  set  up  in  the  answer,  it  is  waived. 

Since  tne  right  to  a  divorce  is  derived 
from  statute,  it  would  seem  that  a  provision 
in  a  divorce  law,  that  no  divorce  shall  be 
granted  unless  action  therefor  shall  be 
brought  within  a  certain  time  after  the 
commission  of  the  alleged  offense,  should  be 
regarded  in  the  light  of  a  proviso  attached 
to  each  cause  for  divorce  allowed  by  stat- 
ute, and  acting  as  a  limitation  of  its  scope, 
and  hence  that  a  failure  to  raise  the  ob- 
jection is  not  a  subject  of  waiver  any  more 
than  is  a  cause  not  given  by  statute,  and 
not  objected  to. 
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reason  the  conscience  of  the  court  is  ap- 
pealed to  by  this  interest  not  to  permit  the 
divorce  unless  the  facts  presented  on  the 
whole  record  justify  it."  This  was  said  with 
reference  to  the  defense  of  condonation,  not 
specially  pleaded  but  appearing  from  the 
evidence  as  a  whole.  The  same  principle  is 
recognized  in  the  case  of  Rumping  t.  Rum- 
ping,  36  Mont.  39,  12  L.RJV.(N.S.)  1197,  91 
Pac.  1057,  wherein  the  court  had  under  con- 
sideration §  3674  of  the  Revised  Codes, 
which  prohibits  the  granting  of  a  divorce 
unless  the  plaintiff  has  been  a  resident  of 
the  state  for  one  year  next  preceding  the 
bringing  of  the  action.  There  the  allegation 
of  residence  wtls  held  to  be  not  a  matter  of 
defense,  but  a  fact  necessary  to  be  alleged 
by  the  plaintiff  to  confer  jurisdiction  npon 
the  court,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
court  to  make  inquiry,  ex  officio,  and  deny 
the  decree  unless  the  fact  was  established. 
The  following  language  is  quoted  with  ap- 
proval from  Uutcher  v.  Butcher,  supra:  "It 
concerns  the  public  welfare  that  the  state 
should  not  be  made  a  free  mart  of  divorce 
for  strangers,  and  that,  amongst  her  own 
people,  divorce  should  not  become  matter  of 
free  will  as  much  as  marriage, — a  personal 
right  independent  of  public  right  and  incon- 
sistent with  public  welfare.  Divorces  with- 
out the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  statute  in 
fact,  but  made  to  look  within  it  by  design 
or  mistake  or  accident,  are  frauds  upon  the 
statute  and  offenses  against  public  policy. 
And  it  is  the  duty  of  the  courts,  ex  officio, 
.  .  .  to  look  closely  into  actions  for  di- 
vorce, and  to  direct  inquiries  into  the  facts, 
when  necessary,  and  finally  to  deny  all 
divorces  which  would  be  abuses  of  the  stat- 
ute." See  also,  2  Bishop,  Marr.  A.  Div.  231, 
253,  338;  Nelson,  Div.  &  Sep.  §  8.  If  this 
is  the  correct  theory,  the  argument  of  plain- 
tiff is  not  sound,  for  to  give  it  way  would 
be  to  eliminate  entirely  from  every  case  the 
feature  of  public  interest,  and  leave  it  to 
the  defendant  to  consent  to  the  decree, 
either  by  failing  to  make  a  defense  or  by 
omitting  to  invoke  the  statute.  The  lan- 
guage of  §  3670  is  no  more  imperative  than 
is  that  of  §  3674.  Both  declare  that  "a 
divorce  must  be  denied," — in  the  one  case, 
if  the  action  is  not  brought  within  two 
years  after  final  judgment  and  sentence; 
and  in  the  other,  if  the  plaintiff  has  not 
been  a  resident  of  the  state  for  the  required 
time.  It  would  seem  inconsistent  to  bold 
that  in  the  latter  case  on  grounds  of  public 
policy  the  fact  must  be  alleged  and  proved, 
and  that  in  the  former  It  is  a  matter  of  no 
concern,  except  to  the  parties,  when  the 
action  is  brought. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff  cite  and  rely  upon 
the  cases  of  Bihin  v.  Bihin.  17  Abb.  Pr.  19, 
and  Kaiser  v.  Kaiser,  16  Hun,  602.  They 
26  L.R.A.(\.S.) 


are  both  in  point;  but  both  seem  to  adopt 
the  theory  that  the  action  is  a  mere  private 
controversy  about  which  the  public  has  no 
concern.  We  agree  with  the  rule  stated  in 
the  dissenting  opinion  of  Judge  Davis,  in 
Kaiser  v.  Kaiser:  "The  statute  on  which 
the  court  below  refused  the  decree  in  this 
case  is  not  a  mere  statute  of  limitations. 
It  enters  into  and  is  a  substantive  part  of 
the  right  or  cause  of  action,  and  the  party 
seeking  the  relief  for  which  it  provides  must 
affirmatively  establish,  before  the  decree  of 
divorce  can  be  granted,  that  the  action  was 
brought  within  the  two  years  specified  by 
the  statute.  The  action  is  the  creature  of 
the  statute.  No  such  action  existed  at  com- 
mon law,  and  it  is  made  a  condition  of  the 
right  to  maintain  the  action  that  it  should 
be  brought  within  a  prescribed  time.  When 
it  appears  affirmatively  that  the  suit  was 
not  commenced  within  the  prescribed  time, 
the  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to  pronounce 
a  decree  dissolving  the  marriage  relation. 
This  has  always  been  the  construction  given 
to  the  statute  by  the  rules  and  practice  of 
the  court  of  chancery  and  of  this  court, 
and  by  the  decisions.  A  similar  rule  pre- 
vails as  to  actions  for  divorce  for  adultery. 
The  statute  is  based  upon  grounds  and  rea- 
sons in  no  sense  analogous  to  those  on 
which  ordinary  limitations  rest."  See  also. 
Nelson,  Div.  &  Sep.  §  524.  While  this  au- 
thor says  that  the  statute  should  be  pleaded 
by  defendant  in  order  to  be  availed  of,  he 
nevertheless  recognizes  the  rule  that,  if  the 
plaintiff's  own  case  reveals  the  fact  that 
the  statutory  limitation  has  run,  the  court 
should,  if  the  public  interest  requires,  dis- 
miss the  action;  and  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  same  paragraph  he  says  that  Judge 
Davis  in  his  dissenting  opinion  states  the 
true  rule  of  the  law. 

The  judgment  of  the  District  Court  is 
affirmed. 


ALABAMA  SUPREME  COURT. 

FRED  B.  KREULHAUS,  Appt., 

V. 

CITY  OF  BIRMINGHAM, 
(—  Ala.  — ,  51  So.  297.) 

Mnnlcipal    corporation  —  ordinance  — 

adopting  statute  —  validity. 

1.  An  ordinance  declaring  that  all  of- 
fenses that  are  misdemeanors  under  the 
laws  of  the  state,  as  defined  by  statute  or 
the  common  law,  are  misdemeanors  under 
the  municipal  ordinance,  is  void  for  uncer- 
tainly. 

Writ  —  Judicial  power  —  delegation  to 
dork. 
t.  Power  to  issue  warrants  of  arrest  ia 
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not  so  exclusively  a  judicial  one  that  it 
cannot  be  conferred  upon  tlie  clerics  ol  the 
court. 

(December  21,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Criminal  Court  for  JefTerson 
County  affirming  a  judgment  of  the  Police 
Court  for  the  City  of  Birmingham  con- 
victinj^  him  of  selling  intoxicating  liquors 
in  violation  of  a  municipal  ordinance.  Re- 
versed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Allen  &  Bell,  for  appellant: 

A  clerk  is  not  a  judicial  officer,  and  can- 
not be  authorized  to  exercise  judicial  func- 
tions. 

Re  Huron,  S8  Kan.  152,  36  L.R.A.  822, 
62  Am.  St.  Rep.  614,  48  Pac.  574 ;  Re  Sims, 
54  Kan.  1,  25  L.R.A.  110,  45  Am.  St.  Rep. 
261,  37  Pac.  135;  Langenberg  v.  Decker, 
131  Ind.  471,  16  L.R.A.  108,  31  N.  E.  190. 

A  proceeding  against  a  defendant  for  a 
violation  of  a  municipal  ordinance,  where 
the  act  charged  is  also  a  violation  of  the 
state  law,  is  a  prosecution,  as  that  term  is 
used  in  a  prosecution. 

Ahlrichs  v.  Cullman,  130  Ala.  439,  30 
So.   415. 

The  ordinance  is  manifestly  void. 

Oakland  v.  Miller,  90  Miss.  275,  43  So. 
467. 

Messrs.  J.  Q.  Smith  and  H.  H.  IxMSke, 
for  appellee: 

The  ordinance  should  not  be  questioned 
upon  a  point  which  is  not  involved  in  the 
charge. 

Kettering  v.  Jacksonville,  50  111.  39. 

Sayre,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  appeal  raises  a  great  number  and 


variety  of  questions,  but  we  think  the  con- 
sideration of  one  will  suffice  to  dispose  of 
the  case.  Appellant  had  done  an  act — we 
will  assume  for  the  purposes  of  the  argu- 
ment— denounced  by  the  legislative  enact- 
ment of  March  12,  1907,  entitled  "An  Act 
to  Define  and  Punish  Aiding,  Abetting,  or 
Counseling  or  Procuring  an  Unlawful  Sale, 
Purchase,  Gift,  or  Other  Unlawful  Disposi- 
tion of  Spirituous,  Vinous,  or  Malt  Liquors, 
or  Liquors  Prohibited  by  Law  from  Being 
Sold,  Given  Away,  or  Otherwise  Disposed 
of."  Acts  1907,  p.  366.  He  was  prosecuted 
for  the  violation  of  an  ordinance  of  the  city 
of  Birmingham  which  is  as  follows:  "Sec. 
805  (as  amended).  All  offenses  that  are 
misdemeanors  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
of  Alabama,  as  defined  by  statutes  or  by  the 
common  law  in  force  in  the  state  of  Ala- 
bama, are  hereby  declared  to  be  offenses  and 
misdemeanors  under  the  laws  and  ordinances 
of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of 
Birmingham,  except  the  violation  of  the 
state  revenue  laws,  and  punishable  upon 
conviction  in  the  police  court  of  Birming- 
ham as  provided  in  §  806  of  this  Code." 
The  record  affords  no  information  as  to  the 
date  of  the  adoption  of  the  quoted  ordi- 
nance. 

Municipal  quasi  criminal  ordinances,  as 
well  as  ordinances  of  a  different  character, 
must  be  clear,  certain,  and  definite,  and 
duly  promulgated.  In  determining  what  are 
offenses  against  a  municipality,  regard  can 
be  had  to  the  ordinances  of  the  municipali- 
ty only.  We  do  not  deny  the  power  to 
adopt  a  definite  code  of  laws  in  a  body,  but 
in  such  cases  the  code  of  laws  adopted 
must  be  adopted  as  a  whole,  or  some  defi- 
nite rule  provided  for  discriminating  be- 
tween those  parts  included  and  those  ex- 
I  eluded.  Power  is  not  conferred  upon  munic- 
ipal corporations  to  punish  offenses  against 


Note.  ^  Talidttj/  of  municipal  ordi- 
nance declaring  tliat  all  or  certain 
classes  of  offenses  denounced  T>y  the 
law  of  the  Htate  shall  be  offenses  un- 
der the  ordinance. 

On  the  general  question  of  the  power  of  a 
municipality  to  punish  what  is  also  an  of- 
fense under  the  state  law,  see  the  note  to 
Seattle  v.  MacDonald,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
49. 

That  note  has  to  do  with  the  power  of 
the  municipality,  while  the  present  one  in- 
volves not  the  question  of  municipal  power, 
bnt  question  as  to  the  validity  of  such  an 
ordinance  as  against  an  objection  to  its 
form.  Thus,  it  will  be  noticed  that  Kreul- 
HAUS  V.  Birmingham  ultimately  turns  upon 
the  question  of  uncertainty,'  rather  than 
that  of  want  of  municipal  power. 

Besides  Chrisman  v.  Jackson,  84  Miss. 
787,  37  So.  1015,  and  Oakland  v.  Miller,  90 
Miss.  275.  43  So.  467,  both  of  which  are 
26  L.RJV.(N.S.) 


sufficiently  set  out  in  the  Kbeulhaus  Case, 
two  other  cases  have  been  found,  and  they 
were  also  decided  in  Mississippi. 

Thus,  citing  the  Chrisman  Case  with  ap- 
proval, the  Mississippi  court  held  in  Win- 
field  V.  Jackson,  89  Miss.  272,  42  So.  183, 
that  an  ordinance  providing  that  all  of- 
fenses made  misdemeanors  under  the  state 
laws  should  be  violations  of  the  municipal 
laws  did  not  contain  more  than  one  subject, 
within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  regulating 
the  enactment  of  ordinances.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  ordinance  here  involved  was 
that  of  the  city  of  Jackson,  whose  ordinance 
was  involved  in  the  Chrisman  Case,  and  that 
it  was  probably  enacted  in  pursuance  of  the 
same  charter  provision  by  virtue  of  which 
the  ordinance  was  upheld  in  such  case.  Later 
the  Mississippi  court  cited  the  Winfleld  Case 
as  settling  the  validity  of  the  ordinance. 
Smothers  v.  Jackson,  92  Miss.  327,  45  So. 
982. 
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the  criminal  justice  of  the  country,  nor  to 
provide  penalties  for  the  enforcement  of 
public  duties  and  the  protection  of  private 
rights  which  have  no  relation  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  municipalities  are  chartered. 
There  are  scores  of  offenses  denounced  by 
the  laws  of  the  state  as  misdemeanors  which 
touch  upon  no  municipal  function  whatever. 
There  are  others  which  lie  more  vaguely 
upon  the  Irorder  line, — for  example,  that 
section  of  the  Code  which  makes  it  a  misde- 
meanor for  ineligible  persons  to  assume  of- 
fice. The  ordinance  m  question,  with  an 
exception  which  seems  to  recognize  the 
necessity  for  discrimination,  so  far  as  its 
terms  indicate,  intended  to  punish  as  an 
offense  against  the  city  every  act  constitu- 
ting a  misdemeanor  under  the  laws  «f  the 
state.  This  it  clearly  could  not  do,  and, 
failing  of  municipal  competency  in  part,  it 
must  fail  in  toto.  It  is  not  the  business 
of  the  courts  to  amend  municipal  ordi- 
nances, on  their  own  idea  of  what  they  were 
intended  to  accomplish,  so  as  to  malce  them 
conform  with  the  powers  conferred  by  muni- 
cipal charters. 

We  h^ve  found  only  two  instances  in 
which  ordinances  adopting  a  code  of  foreign 
laws  en  bloo  have  been  considered.  In 
Chrisman  v.  Jaclcson,  84  Miss.  787,  37  So. 
1015,  an  ordinance  of  the  sort  was  sus- 
tained. But  legislative  enacement  had  pre- 
scribed that  "all  offenses  against  the  crim- 
inal laws  of  this  state,  occurring  within  the 
limits  of  said  corporation,  not  amounting 
to  a  felony,  shall  be  deemed  violations  of 
the  ordinances  of  the  city  of  Jaclcson,  and 
punishable  as  such."  There  is  no  occasion 
to  question  the  legislative  power  there  ex- 
ercised. In  the  later  case  of  Oakland  v. 
Miller,  90  Miss.  27S,  43  So.  467,  the  supreme 
court  of  Mississippi  considered  aji  ordinance 
in  these  words:  "Be  it  ordained  by  the 
mayor  and  board  of  aldermen  of  the  town  of 
Oakland,  state  of  Mississippi,  that  all  acts 
punishable  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of 
Mississippi,  when  committed  within  the 
municipality  of  the  village  of  Oakland,  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  offenses  against  said 
town,  and  hereby  punishable,"  etc.  Tlie  ordi- 
nance was  said  to  be  manifestly  void,  for  the 
reason  that  it  included  felonies  as  well  as 
misdemeanors;  the  statute  having  limited 
the  jurisdiction  of  municipalities  to  the  pun- 
ishment, of  misdemeanors.  The  line  of  dis- 
crimination which  might  have  been  applied 
to  that  case  to  save  the  ordinance  was  entire- 
ly plain — the  line  between  felonies  and  mis- 
demeanors. But  the  court  refused  to  draw 
it.  The  judgment  was  that  the  line  must 
be  drawn  in  the  ordinance  itself.  The  case 
in  hand  involves  an  identical  principle.  The 
ordinance  under  consideration  is  even  more 
clearly  bad,  for  the  reason  that  the  line  to 
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be  drawn  is  itself  doubtful,  and  not  well  de- 
fined. That  it  goes  beyond  the  power  of  the 
municipality  seems  clear. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  case  of  Kettering 
V.  Jacksonville,  50  III.  30,  decided  by  the 
supreme  court  of  Illinois  in  1869,  holds  to 
the  contrary  of  what  has  been  said.  The 
following  language  of  the  decision  in  that 
case  furnishes  all  the  information  we  hare 
of  the  question  there  presented  and  decided: 
"It  is  said,  however,  that  the  ordinance  in 
question  prohibits  not  only  the  sale  of  li- 
quor by  retail,  but  by  wholesale,  and  there- 
fore cannot  be  sustained  as  a  police  regula- 
tion. But  this  prosecution  was  for  the  sale 
of  beer  by  the  glass,  in  what  is  called  s 
'saloon,'  and  therefore  does  not  involve  the 
question  of  the  power  of  the  city  to  forbid 
its  sale  as  an  article  of  commerce  to  be 
carried  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city,  or 
used  for  mechanical  or  domestic  purposes. 
Such  a  case  is  not  before  us.  The  facts 
which  are  presented  by  the  record  not' only 
show  a  violation  of  the  terms  of  the  ordi- 
nance, but  a  violation  of  such  a  character 
as  to  be  clearly  within  the  constitutional 
reach  of  the  city  prohibition.  The  ordi- 
nance may  be  too  comprehensive  in  its  pro- 
visions, and  cover  cases  which  the  city  has 
no  power  to  control;  but  that  is  no  rea- 
son why  we  should  refuse  to  enforce  it  in 
cases  over  which  tlie  power  of  the  city  is 
unquestionable."  This  language  affords 
every  indication  that  the  case  presented  wst 
the  not  unusual  case  of  a  valid  statute  or 
ordinance  limited  in  some  applications  by 
paramount  law.  Such  was  also  the  case  in 
Harbaugh  v.  Monmouth,  74  111.  367.  The 
Kettering  Case  was  cited  by  this  court  with 
approval  in  Ex  parte  Cowert,  92  Ala.  94,  9 
So.  226.  We  have  other  cases  to  the  same 
effect.  Shelton  v.  Mobile,  30  Ala.  640,  68 
Am.  Dec.  143 ;  Ex  parte  Byrd,  84  Ala.  17,  6 
Am.  St  Rep.  328,  4  So.  397. 

We  intend  to  cast  no  sort  of  discredit  up- 
on those  cases.  Their  doctrine  is  perfectly 
sound.  But  they  are  without  influence  in 
the  case  at  bar.  The  ordinance  consideied 
in  those  caeies  clearly  told  the  citizen  what 
he  must  not  do.  But  here  the  offense  is  de- 
fined neither  by  inclusion  nor  exclusion. 
The  offenses  to  be  included,  as  well  as  those 
to  be  excluded,  are  alike  undefined.  If  the 
ordinance  had  said  all  acts  injurious  to  the 
health,  morals,  or  peace  of  the  community, 
are  hereby  prohibited,  the  courts  are  com- 
petent to  determine  in  each  case,  as  it  might 
arise,  whether  the  act  charged  violates  so 
general  an  ordinance.  But  would  such  sa 
ordinance  meet  the  requirement  of  certain- 
ty f  Would  its  promulgation  convey  infor- 
mation of  any  definite  legislative  purpose! 
If  BO,  there  has  been  a  vast  expenditure  of 
oaekss  effort  in  this  country  in  the  framing 
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of  Municipal  Codes.  True,  the  ordiii*nee 
prohibit*  only  those  acts  now  prohibited  by 
■Utute  or  common  law;  but  this  does  not 
nsiTOw  the  field  of  inquiry,  because  it  still 
remains  to  be  determined  whether  any  par- 
ticular statute  or  common-law  principle  has 
relation  to  any  purpose  which  may  be  en- 
forced by  municipal  ordinance.  The  judg- 
ment of  the  legislative  branch  of  the  gov- 
ernment is  not  expressed.  The  citizen  must 
judge  for  himself,  at  the  peril  of  becoming 

•  violator  of  law  if  he  makes  a  mistai<e,  in 

•  matter  about  which  the  courts  are  often 
not  in  accord.    Such  an  ordinance  is  void. 

The  considerations  already  adverted  to 
■uflice  for  the  disposition  of  this  appeal. 
We  are  advised,  however,  that  there  were 
a  numl)er  of  cases  pending  in  the  inferior 
court  of  criminal  jurisdiction  in  the  city  of 
Birmingham,  and  otliers  in  the  criminal 
court  of  Jefferson  county,  to  which  last- 
named  court  they  were  removed  from  the 
police  court  under  the  statute,  at  the  time 
this  appeal  was  talcen,  brought  under  other 
Mctions  of  the  Municipal  Code  of  that  city, 
which  await  the  disposition  of  this  ease, 
snd  which  depend  upon  questions  other  than 
those  we  have  already  considered.  One  of 
those  questions  is  involved  in  this  appeal, 
has  been  argued  by  counsel,  and  may  witit 
propriety  have  consideration  at  this  time. 

The  act  creating  the  inferior  court  of 
criminal  jurisdiction  in  the  city  of  Birming- 
ham conferred  upon  the  clerk  the  power  to 
issue  warrants  of  arrest.  It  is  argued  that 
the  issue  of  warrants  of  arrest  is  a  judicial 
power,  which  can  be  conferred  only  upon 
a  judicial  officer.  It  implies  the  power  and 
the  duty  to  hear  and  determine  the  question 
of  probable  cause.  The  principle  of  this 
contention  was  long  ago  disposed  of  by  the 
decisions  of  this  court.  In  Ex  parte  Gist, 
26  Ala.  156,  it  was  argued  with  great  learn- 
ing that  the  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of 
the  United  States  conferring  power  upon 
justices  of  the  peace  to  arrest,  imprison,  or 
bail  persons  charged  with  a  violation  of  the 
criminal  law  of  the  United  States,  was  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  reason  that  it  conferred  ju- 
dicial power  upon  one  not  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  whereas  that  Constitution 
provides  that  the  judicial  power  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  be  vested  in  one  supreme 
Court  and  such  other  inferior  courts  as 
Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain 
and  esUblish.  This  court,  conceding  that 
the  power  and  authority  conferred  was  judi- 
cial in  iU  nature,  held  that  it  did  not  fall 
M  L.BA.(NJS.) 


within  the  meaning  of  "judicial  power"  in 
the  sense  in  which  that  term  is  used  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  And  the 
court  referred  to  the  case  of  Gaines  v.  Har- 
vin,  19  Ala.  491,  where  a  similar  provision 
in  our  Constitution  came  under  review,  and 
where  it  was  held  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
to  deny  to  the  legislature  the  power  to  con- 
fide to  ministerial  officers,  who  do  not  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  judiciary,  properly  so- 
called,  many  duties  involving  inquiries  in 
their  nature  judicial.  In  the  case  referred 
to  it  was  said:  "The  practice  of  this,  as  of 
all  other  governments  having  their  execu- 
tive, judicial,  and  legislative  departments 
separate  and  distinct,  very  clearly  shows 
that,  in  the  administration  of  the  laws,  in- 
quiries partaking  of  the  nature  of  judicial 
investigations  are  confided  to  persons  other 
than  judges,  whose  acts  have  never  been 
questioned  on  constitutional  questions," — 
and  more  in  the  same  line.  The  statute  in 
this  case  conferred  no  power  upon  the  clerk 
to  finally  hear  and  determine,  nor  even  to 
commit  to  bail,  but  only  to  issue  warrants, 
which  must  be  construed  to  authorize  him 
to  issue  warrants  on  probable  cause,  sup- 
ported by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  return- 
able, by  necessary  implication,  to  the  court 
from  which  they  are  issued.  We  are  not 
prepared  to  say  that  this  was  an  unconsti- 
tutional exercise  of  power.  Re  Siebert,  61 
Kan.  112,  58  Pac.  971;  State  v.  Krohme,  4 
Wyo.  347,  34  Pac.  3;  Re  Durant,  60  Vt.  176, 
12  Atl.  650. 

We  are  also  requested  to  consider  wheth- 
er the  act  approved  August  13,  1907,  and 
commonly  known  as  the  "Municipal  Code 
law,"  had  the  efl'ect  to  abolish  the  inferior 
court  of  criminal  jurisdiction  in  the  city  of 
Birmingham,  or  the  police  court  of  Birming- 
ham, as  the  court  in  which  this  prosecu- 
tion was  commenced  is  known  in  the  act  of 
its  crdition.  It  appears,  however,  that,  even 
if  the  argument  for  the  abolition  of  the 
police  court  be  tenable,  the  Municipal  Code 
law  had  not,  under  its  terms,  had  that  ef- 
fect at  the  date  when  this  prosecution  was 
begun;  its  operation  being  postponed  to  a 
later  date.  The  question  here  presented  is 
therefore  prematurely  presented,  is  moot, 
and  cannot  now  be  considered. 

An  order  will  be  entered  here  discharging 
the  appellant. 

Reversed  and  rendered. 

Dowdell,  Ch.  J.,  and  Anderson,  Mc- 
Clellan,  and  Evans,  JJ.,  concur. 
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SAM   FARKAS,    Impleaded,    etc.,   Plff.    in 
Err., 

V. 

THIRD  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  ALBANY. 

!  (133  Ga.  755,  66  S.  E.  926.) 

Mortgage  ^  renewal  —  effect  on  Inter- 
vening lien. 

Where  a  mortgagor,  on  maturity  of  his 
debt,  pays  to  the  mortgagee  a  certain  sum 
of  money  on  the  debt,  and  executes  a  new 
note  for  the  balance,  which  he  secures  by 
hypothecating  warehouseman's  receipts  for 
nine  bales  of  cotton,  being  the  same  cotton 
covered  by  the  mortgage,  and  the  mortgagee 
enters  upon  the  note  and  mortgage  the  word 
"satisfied,"  and  surrenders  them  to  the 
mortgagor,  and  the  mortgage  is  duly  can- 
celed on  the  record,  this  amounts  to  an  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  mortgage,  and  the  new 
security  is  inferior  to  an  intervening  mort- 
gage on  the  same  property,  of  which  the 
Mrst  mortgagee  had  notice  at  the  time  he 
canceled  his  mortgage  and  accepted  the  new 
security. 

(January  14,  1910.) 

I?RROR  to  the  Superior  Court  for  Dough- 
ll  erty  County  to  review  a  judgment  en- 
tered upon  a  directed  verdict  against  de- 
fendant, Farkas,  in  an  action  brought  to  re- 
cover the  proceeds  of  a  certain  sale.  Re- 
versed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Jesse  W.  Walters  &  Sons  for 
plaintiff  in  error. 

Messrs.  Clayton  Jones  and  R.  J.  Bacon 
for  defendant  in  error. 

Evans,  P.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

On  May  2,  1904,  B.  F.  Manning,  trustee, 
borrowed  from  the  Third  National  Bank  of 
Albany  $500,  for  which  he  gave  his  note, 
due  November  1,  1904,  with  two  indorsers 
secured  by  a  mortgage  upon  his  crops  of  cot- 
ton.   This  mortgage  was  duly  recorded.    On 

Headnote  by  Evans,  P.  J. 


June  15,  1904,  B.  F.  Manning,  trustee,  ex- 
ecuted a  mortgage  upon  the  same  property 
to  Sam  Farkas  to  secure  a  note  of  $528, 
which  was  duly  recorded.  On  November  1, 
1904,  Manning  gave  to  the  bank  his  note  for 
$.397.25,  due  four  months  after  date,  and 
deposited,  as  collateral  security  therefor, 
warehouseman's  certificates  for  nine  bales  of 
cotton  which  were  embraced  in  the  lien  of 
the  mortgage,  and  paid  in  money  the  differ- 
ence between  the  amount  named  in  the  new 
note  and  the  note  secured  by  mortgage, 
whereupon  the  officer  of  the  bank  indorsed 
upon  the  moittgage  the  words:  "Satisfied. 
Third  National  Bank  of  Albany.  November 
1,  1904.  N.  R.  Dehon,  Teller"— and  deliv- 
ered to  Manning  the  mortgage  and  note. 
Manning  then  caused  the  entry  of  satisfac- 
tion to  be  made  upon  the  records  of  the 
court.  Afterwards  Sam  Farkas  foreclosed 
his  mortgage,  and  levied  upon  the  cotton  in 
the  warehouse,  which  was  the  same  cotton 
represented  by  the  warehouseman's  certifi- 
cates hypothecated  to  secure  Manning's 
note  to  the  bank.  The  bank,  Farkas,  and 
Manning  entered  into  an  agreement  that  the 
cotton  might  be  sold  by  the  sheriff  at  pri- 
vate sale,  and  that  the  proceeds  tliereof 
would  be  held  by  the  sheriff  in  lieu  of  the 
cotton.  The  cotton  was  sold  under  this 
agreement.  The  parties  failed  to  agree  as 
to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds;  and 
upon  the  bank's  failure  to  file  its  claim  or 
demand  with  the  sheriff,  the  latter  turned 
over  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  cotton  to 
the  attorney  of  Sam  Farkas,  to  be  credited 
upon  his  mortgage  fi.  fa.  Thereupon  the 
bank  instituted  its  suit  against  Manning, 
Farkas,  and  the  sheriff  to  recover  the  pro- 
ceeds. The  case  came  on  to  be  tried;  and, 
after  hearing  the  evidence,  from  which  the 
foregoing  facts  appeared,  the  court  directed 
a  verdict  against  Sam  Farkas  for  $258.06 
principal  (same  being  the  proceeds  of  the 
cotton),  with  interest  from  the  time  the 
proceeds  were  turned  over  to  him  by  the 
sheriff.     Farkas  excepted. 

If  the  new  security  which  the  bank  ac- 
cepted had  been  a  mortgage,  instead  Of  a 


Note.  —  Priority  aa  between  a  chat- 
tel mortgagee  who  surrendera  mort- 
gage and  accepts  new  form,  of  secur- 
ity on  same  property,  and  an  inter- 
vening lienor. 

Although  many  cases  may  be  found  not 
within  the  scope  of  this  note,  passing  upon 
the  question  whether  the  acceptance  by  a 
chattel  mortgagee  of  a  second  mortgage 
upon  the  same  chattels  will  destroy  the  lien 
of  the  first  mortgage,  the  point  determined 
in  Fabkas  v.  Third  Nat.  Bank,  whether 
the  definite  surrender  of  a  chattel  mortgage 
lien,  and  the  acceptance  of  a  lien  of  h  differ- 
ent character  upon  the  same  propeitj-,  will 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


extinguish  the  lien  of  the  mortgage,  seems 
to  have  been  determined  in  but  one  other 
case. 

Thus,  it  was  held  in  Irwin  v.  McDowell 
(Cal.)  34  Pac.  708,  that  an  instrument 
amounting  to  a  pledge  of  personal  property, 
which  is  expressly  given  in  lieu  of  a  chat- 
tel mortgage  thereon,  does  not  work  a  de- 
struction of  the  lien  of  the  mortgage  until 
the  property  has  been  delivered  to  the 
pledgee  (as  required  by  statute  in  order  to 
perfect  the  pledge),  and,  as  long  as  such 
agreement  remains  executory,  it  will  not 
amount  to  a  satisfaction  of  the  chattel  mort- 
gage so  as  to  give  priority  to  a  lien  inferior 
thereto. 
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pledge  of  the  warehouse  receipts,  the  case 
would  be  free  from  difficulty.  The  rule  in 
such  case  has  been  well  put  by  McClellan, 
J.,  in  New  England  Mortg.  Secur.  Co.  v. 
Hirsch  Bros.  96  Ala.  232,  II  So.  63.  Said 
he:  "While  it  is  the  law  that  the  mere 
taking  of  a  new  note  and  mortgage,  the  debt 
ei-idenced  by  the  former  and  the  property 
embraced  in  the  latter  being  the  same,  will 
not  discharge  or  displace  the  lien  of  an  ex- 
isting mortgage,  it  is  equally  well-settled 
law  that,  where  the  new  transaction  in- 
volves the  payment  and  satisfaction  of  the 
first  mortgage,  the  mortgagee's  rights  are 
dominated  by  intervening  liens  of  third  per- 
sons, liens  acquired  subsequent  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  first,  and  prior  to  the  execution 
of  the  second,  mortgage."  Jones,  Chat. 
Mortg.  §§  644,  645;  Walters  v.  Walters,  73 
Ind.  425.  The  authorities  uniformly  hold 
that  whether  the  taking  of  the  second  mort- 
gage amounts  to  an  extinguishment  of  the 
first  mortgage  is  one  of  intention  between 
the  parties.  It  appears  from  the  record  in 
the  present  case  that  the  cashier  of  the  bank 
demanded  of  the  mortgagor  that  he  pay  the 
difference  between  the  estimated  value  of 
the  nine  bales  of  cotton  and  the  amount  of 
the  mortgage,  before  the  bank  would  cancel 
and  surrender  its  mortgage.  The  mortgagor 
complied  with  these  terms,  paid  the  bank 
something  over  $100,  and  gave  his  note  for 
the  balance  of  the  debt,  hypothecating  the 
warehouse  receipts  as  security  for  the  new 
note,  which  was  to  mature  four  months 
after  date.  Thereupon  the  cashier  indorsed 
upon  the  bank's  mortgage  an  entry  of  sat- 
isfaction, authorizing  its  cancelation  upon 
the  records,  delivering  the  mortgage  and  the 
note  (the  latter  having  two  indorsers)  to 
the  mortgagor,  who  caused  its  cancelation 
upon  the  record.  On  the  trial  the  cashier 
of  the  bank  testified:  "When  this  note  fell 
due,  we  agreed  to  cancel  this  mortgage  for 
him  [the  mortgagor]  by  his  delivering  this 
renewal  note  and  cotton  to  secure  the  bal- 
ance due," — and  the  mortgagor  testified  that 
he  paid  the  original  note,  which  was  in- 
dorsed by  Newsome  and  Fleetwood,  and  the 
mortgagee  handed  it  and  the  mortgage  over 
to  him,  and  he  caused  the  mortgage  to  be 
canceled  on  the  record,  and  that  it  was  his 
understanding  that  the  mortgage  was  paid 
by  the  renewal  note,  secured  by  the  pledge 
of  nine  bales  of  cotton,  and  a  little  more 
than  $100.  From  these  facts  there  can  be 
but  one  inference,  and  that  is  that  the  par- 
ties had  a  settlement  by  the  terms  of  which 
a  new  security,  of  a  higher  nature,  and  a 
certain  sum  of  money,  were  taken  in  settle- 
ment and  discharge  of  the  original  mort- 
gage, the  effect  of  which  was  to  discharge 
the  prior  mortgage.  Woodside  v.  Lippold, 
113  Ga.  877,  84  Am.  St.  Rep.  267,  39  S.  E. 
86  L,R.A.(N.8.)  32 


400;  Smith  v.  Bynum,  92  N.  C.  108;  Hutch- 
inson v.  Swartsweller,  31  N.  J.  Eq.  205.  We 
do  not  think  that  the  fact  that  the  new 
security  accepted  by  the  bank  was  a  pledge 
of  a  part  of  the  mortgaged  property,  instead 
of  a  mortgage,  alters  the  case.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  would  seem  that  the  taking  of  a 
higher  security  would  emphasize  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  that  the  inferior  lien  was 
to  be  discharged.  Warehouse  receipts  aro 
symbols  of  property,  and  the  transfer  and 
delivery  of  these  receipts  to  the  bank  gave 
the  latter  constructive  possession  of  the  cot- 
ton, and  also  title  thereto.  The  substitution 
of  the  warehouse  receipts  would  seem  to  be 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  con- 
tinuing the  lien  of  the  mortgage,  when,  by 
the  new  security,  the  mortgagee  invested 
himself  with  the  title  to  the  property. 

It  is  further  contended,  notwithstanding 
the  parties  canceled  the  mortgage,  that  still, 
under  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  bank  was 
equitably  entitled  to  so  much  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  cotton  as  might  be  sufficient  to  pay 
the  amount  of  the  new  note.  It  is  argued 
that,  if  the  bank  had  accepted  the  nine  bales 
of  cotton  in  settlement  of  the  mortgage, 
while  it  could  not  have  asserted  title  de- 
pendent on  the  private  sale,  yet  it  could 
have  foreclosed  its  mortgage,  and  sold  the 
cotton  thereunder,  and  applied  so  much  of 
the  proceeds  of  such  sale  as  was  neces- 
sary to  the  extinguishment  of  the  mortgage. 
Stallings  v.  Harrold,  60  Ga.  478;  Duncan  v. 
Clark,  96  Ga.  263,  22  S.  E.  927;  Lightner 
v.  Brannon,  99  Ga.  606,  27  S.  E.  703.  And 
the  deduction  from  this  principle  is  sought 
to  be  drawn  that,  if  the  bank,  in  the  case 
of  an  absolute  purchase  of  the  cotton  in 
satisfaction  of  its  mortgage,  would  be  equi- 
tably reinitted  to  its  rights  under  the  mort- 
gage, the  taking  of  the  cotton  in  pledge,  as 
security  for  a  renewal  by  note  of  a  part 
of  the  original  debt  secured  by  the  mort- 
gage, would  not  change  the  fundamental 
basis  of  the  bank's  claim  of  equity.  The 
two  transactions  are  entirely  dissimilar.  In 
the  case  of  a  private  sale  of  the  mortgaged 
property  by  the  mortgagor  to  the  mortgagee 
in  satisfaction  of  the  debt,  the  relation  of 
debtor  and  creditor  with  respect  to  the 
property  is  intended  to  cease,  and  the  con- 
sideration of  the  sale  is  the  cancelation  of 
both  debt  and  mortgage.  When  the  holder 
of  a  subordinate  lien  on  the  same  property, 
acquired  between  the  execution  of  the  mort- 
gage '  and  the  surrender  of  the  mortgaged 
property  to  the  mortgagee,  undertakes  to 
assert  that  lien  by  a  levy  of  his  process  up- 
on the  mortgaged  property  in  possession  of 
the  mortgagee,  he  is  attacking  the  mort- 
gagee's title;  that  is  to  say,  the  subordinate 
lienor  by  his  act  is  proceeding  to  nullify  the 
mortgagee's  title,  simply  because  that  title 
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was  not  obtained  by  judicial  sale,  and  this 
will  not  be  allowed  in  equity,  when  t)ie 
transaction  Ib  free  from  fraud  and  there  is 
no  estoppel,  except  upon  a  restoration  of  the 
original  status.  But  where  the  mortgagee 
releases  the  mortgage,  and  surrenders  it  to 
the  mortgagor,  and  authorizes  its  cancela- 
tion on  the  record,  and  takes  a  new  note 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  some  of  the  mort- 
gaged property,  the  transaction  is  one  for 
the  continuance  of  the  relation  of  debtor 
and  creditor.  The  intermediate  lienor  does 
not  attempt  to  nullify  or  set  aside  the  trans- 
action between  the  mortgagor  and  mort- 
gagee; but,  on  the  contrary,  his  position  in 
claiming  superiority  over  the  first  mortgage 
is  to  hold  the  mortgagor  aiiiJ  mortgagee 
strictly  to  their  legal  status,  fle  says  to 
the  mortgagee:  "You  have  canceled  your 
mortgage,  which  was  superior  to  my  lien, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  my  lien,  and  you 
must  abide  the  consequences."  If  the  first 
mortgagee  had  accepted  the  pledge  of  the 
cotton  and  surrendered  his  mortgage  for 
cancelation  in  ignorance  of  the  intervening 
lien,  equity,  in  the  absence  of  laches  or 
other  disqualifying  fact,  would  restore  him 
to  his  original  position.  Bruse  v.  Nelson,  35 
Iowa,  157.  But  when  the  first  mortgagee 
accepted  his  new  and  higher  security,  can- 
celing and  surrendering  his  mortgage  with 
knowledge  of  the  second  mortgage,  the  lien 
of  the  second  mortgagee  became  the  first 
lien,  and  superior  to  the  new  security  given 
by  the  mortgagor  on  the  mortgaged  prop- 
erty. 
I     Judgment  reversed. 

All  the  Justices  ooncur. 


GEORGIA  SUPREME  COURT. 

J.   J.    GOODRUM   TOBACCO   COMPANY, 
Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

POTTS-THOMPSON   LIQUOR  COMPANY. 

(133  Ga.  776,  66  S.  E.  1081.) 

Lease  —  liquor    trafllc  —  prohibition  >• 
effect. 

Though  a  lease  contract  provided  "that 
the  purpose  of  this  lease  is  for  the  operation 
by  a  second  party  of  a  general  retail  liquor 
business,"  the  lessee  is  not  absolved  from 
paying  the  rent  agreed  to  be  paid,  because, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  lease,  the 
legislature  enacted  a  law  prohibiting  the 
sale  of  alcoholic,  spirituous,  malt,  or  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  and  thus  the  demised  tene- 
ment cannot  be  thereafter  used  for  the  con- 
duct of  a  liquor  business,  in  the  absence  of 

Headnote  by  Evans,  P.  J. 
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a  stipulation  in  the  lease  contract  relieving 
the  tenant  from  payment  of  rent  accruing 
after  the  happening  of  such  contingency. 

(February  16,  1010.) 

ERROR  to  the  Superior  Court  for  Fulton 
County  to  review  a  judgment  sustain- 
ing a  demurrer  4o  the  petition  in  an  ac- 
tion brought  to  recover  certain  rents  al- 
leged to  be  due  and  damages  for  breach  of 
a  lease.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Moore  &  Pomerof,  Dorsey, 
Brewster,  Howell,  &  Hcyman,  and  W. 
W.  Hood,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

Even  if  the  language  in  the  lease  were 
restrictive,  the  lease  would  still  be  valid. 

Lawrence  v.  White,  131  Ga.  840,  19 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  966,  63  S.  E.  631,  15  A.  4  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  1097. 

The  landlord  is  not  a  warrantor  against 
the  law. 

Ibid;  Taylor  v.  Finnigan,  189  Mass.  568. 
2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  973,  76  N.  E.  203;  Abadie 
v.  Berges,  41  La.  Ann.  281,  6  So.  529;  Teller 
V.  Boyle,  132  Pa.  56,  18  Atl.  1069;  Bargh- 
man  v.  Portman,  12  Ky.  L.  Rep.  342,  14 
S.  W.  342;  Miller  v.  Maguire,  18  R.  L  770, 

30  Atl.  966;  Kerley  v.  Mayer,  10  Misc.  718, 

31  N.  Y.  Supp.  818;  Kellogg  v.  Uwe,  38 
Wash.  293,  70  L.R.A.  510,  80  Pac.  458; 
McLarren  v.  Spalding,  2  Cal.  510. 

The  tenant  was  not  evicted  by  act  of  the 
landlord,  having  been  merely  prevented 
from  carrying  on  a  certain  business. 

Lawrence  v.  White  and  Miller  v.  Maguire, 
supra;  Fleming  v.  King,  100  Ga.  449,  28 
8.  E.  239;  Clark  v.  McCroskey,  41  Ga.  137; 
18  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  305,  315; 
Kellogg  V.  Lowe  and  Mcljirren  v.  Spaulding, 
supra;  International  Trust  Co.  v.  Schu- 
mann, 158  Mass.  287,  33  N.  E.  509;  Teller 
V.  Boyle,  supra. 

Interference  with  the  possession  af  the 
lessee  by  virtue  of  statutory  authority  i» 
not  a  breach  of  the  lessor's  covenant  of 
quiet  enjoyinont. 

Newby  v.  Sharpe,  L.  R.  8  Ch.  Div.  39; 
18  Am.  4  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  627,  628: 
Dewey  v.  Union  School  Dist.  43  Mich.  480, 
88  Am.  Rep.  206,  5  N.  W.  646;  Taylor  v. 
Finnigan,  supra;  Nicholls  v.  Byrne,  11  U. 
171;  Baker  v.  Johnson,  42  N.  Y.  126;  Ch»s« 
T.  Turner,  10  La.  19. 


Note.  ^  The  above  case  seems  to  be  the 
only  one  decided  since  that  of  O'Bryne  v. 
Henley  (Ala.)  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  496,  SO  So. 
83,  which  psLSses  upon  the  effect  of  the  adop- 
tion of  a  general  prohibitory  liquor  law 
upon  an  existing  lease  for  saloon  purposes. 
For  other  cases  upon  this  question,  see  the 
notes  to  O'Bryne  v.  Henley,  23  LRA.  | 
(N.S.)  496,  and  Heart  v.  East  Tennessee 
'Brewing  Ca  18  L.IUA.(N.S.)  064. 
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The  puMge  of  th«  prohibition  act  did 
not  affect  the  validity  of  the  lease. 

Kerley  t.  Mayer;  Lawrence  v.  White; 
Teller  v.  Boyle;  International  Trust  Co.  v. 
Schumann;  and  Barghman  v.  Portman, — 
supra;  San  Antonio  Brewing  Asso.  v. 
Br»nU,  39  Tex.  Cit.  App.  443.  88  8.  W.  368; 
Miller  v.  Maguire,  aupra;  Houston  Ice  & 
Brewing  Co.  t.  Keenan,  99  Tex.  79,  88  8.  W. 
197;  Taylor  t.  Finnigan,  supra. 

Mnsrs.  Wlmblab,  Watklns,  A  EIIIh, 
for  defendant  in  error: 

Where,  subsequent  to  the  making  of  a 
contract,  performance  is  rendered  impossi- 
ble by  law,  the  promisor  is  released. 

Macon  &  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Gibson,  85  Ga.  1. 
21  Am.  St.  Rep.  136,  11  S.  E.  442;  Alford 
T.  Irwin,  34  Ga.  25;  McCluskey  v.  Brock, 
34  Ga.  207;  1  McAdam,  Land.  &  T.  p.  296; 
7  Am.  ft  E^g.  Enc.  Law,  p.  149;  2  Benja- 
min, Sales,  p.  760;  Jamieson  T.  Indiana 
Xatnral  Gas  &  Oil  Co.  128  Ind.  655,  12 
LRA.  652,  3  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  613,  28  N. 
E.  76;  Taylor  t.  Taintor,  16  Wall.  366,  21 
L  ed.  887;  Dermott  t.  Jones  (Ingle  ▼. 
Jonev)  8  WalL  1,  17  L.  ed.  762;  American 
Mercantile  Exchange  r.  Blunt,  102  Me.  128, 
10  L.R^(N.S.)  416,  120  Am.  8t.  Rep.  463, 
66  Atl.  212;  10  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1022; 
Books  T.  Seaton,  1  Phila.  106;  Jones  t.  Judd, 

4  N.  Y.  411;  Brown  v.  London,  80  L.  J.  C. 
P.  N'.  S.  225;  School  Dist.  No.  16  ▼.  Howard, 

5  Xeb.  (Unof.)  340,  98  N.  W.  666;  Brown 
T.  Dillahunty,  4  Smedes  &  M.  713,  43  Am. 
Dec.  499;  Brewster  r.  Kitchell,  1  Salk.  198; 
Cray  t.  Sims,  3  Wash.  C.  C.  276,  Ked.  Cas. 
No.  5,729;  Odlin  v.  Insurance  Co.  2  Wash. 
C.  C.  312,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  10,433;  2  Parsons, 
Contr.  p.  673;  Cordes  v.  Miller,  39  Mich. 
581,  33  Am.  Rep.  430;  Houston  Ice  &,  Brew- 
ing Co.  y.  Keenan,  99  Tex.  79,  88  S.  W. 
197;  9  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  pp.  629,  630; 
Bennett  t.  Woolfolk,  16  Ga.  213;  ^Anson, 
Contr.  316;  Grabenhorst  t.  Nicodemus,  42 
Md.  236;  Tweedie  Trading  Co.  v.  James 
P.  McDonald  Co.  114  Fed.  985;  Melville 
r.  De  Wolf,  4  El.  t,  Bl.  844;  People  v. 
Olobe  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y.  174;  Mat- 
thews T.  MeStea,  91  U.  a  7,  23  L.  ed. 
189;  Hanger  v.  Abbott,  6  Wall.  632,  18  L. 
ed.  939;  Semmes  v.  Hartford  Ins.  Co. 
(Remmes  v.  City  F.  Ins.  Co.)  13  Wall.  168, 
20  L.  ed.  490;  Baily  v.  De  Crespigny,  L.  R. 
4  Q.  B.  180,  16  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  799. 


Evans,  P.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
conrt: 

J.  T.  Pendleton,  as  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  G.  W.  Collier,  leased  to  the  J.  J. 
Goodmm  Tobacco  Company,  a  corporation, 
a  certain  tenement  in  the  city  of  Atlan- 
ta, for  a  term  of  five  years,  commencing 
26  I..R.A.(X.S.) 


on  the  Ist  day  of  October,  1906,  for  the 
annual  sum  of  $75,050,  payable  in  advance 
by  equal  monthly  instalments.  The  lease 
contained  this  provision:  "The  said  party 
of  the  second  part  has  the  right  to  sublet 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  said  building;  first  • 
party  to  have  right  to  pass  upon  the  re- 
spect, ability,  and  standing  of  said  sub- 
lessees. The  party  of  the  second  part  shall 
have  the  right  to  sublet  to  anyone  for  the 
purpose  of  conducting  a  saloon  in  the  rear 
portion  of  the  first  floor,  where  the  same  is 
now  located,  but  in  no  other  part  of  the 
building,  and  said  party  of  the  first  part 
shall  have  the  right  to  pass  upon  the  per- 
son who  shall  conduct  said  business." 
Afterwards  the  J.  J.  Goodmm  Tobacco  Com- 
pany subleased  a  part  of  the  tenement  to 
the  Potts-Thompson  Liquor  Company,  for 
a  term  of  five  years,  commencing  on  Octo- 
ber 1,  1906,  for  the  sum  of  $37,500,  pay- 
able $625  per  month  in  advanoe.  The  lease 
contained  the  following  clause:  "The  pur- 
pose of  this  lease  is  for  the  operation  by 
second  party  of  a  general  retail  liquor  busi- 
ness." After  the  act  prohibiting  the  sale 
of  alcoholic,  spirituous,  malt,  or  int>-xicat- 
ing  liquors  went  into  effect,  the  sublessee 
refused  to  pay  any  rental  accruing  there- 
after, abandoned  the  premises,  and  an- 
nounced its  intention  that  it  would  no 
longer  occupy  the  building  or  pay  any 
future  rental,  as  provided  in  the  lease, 
whereupon  the  J.  J.  Goodmm  Tobacco  Com- 
pany brought  suit  against  the  Potts- Thomp- 
son Liquor  Company,  to  recover  the  rents 
alleged  to  be  due  at  the  time  of  the  filing 
of  the  suit,  and  for  damages  for  the  breach 
of  the  contract  of  lease.  The  petition  was 
dismissed  on  demurrer,  and  the  plaintiff 
excepts. 

We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  for  the  deci- 
sion of  this  case  to  decide  whether  the 
clause  that  "the  purpose  of  this  lease  is 
for  the  operation  by  second  party  of  a  gen- 
eral retail  liquor  business"  denotes  only 
permission  to  conduct  that  particular  busi- 
ness, or  restricts  the  tenant  from  devoting 
the  premises  to  other  lawful  beneficial  use. 
In  either  event,  the  tenant  would  not  be 
relieved  from  the  payment  of  rent.  Dur- 
ing the  civil  wars  in  the  reign  of  Charles  1., 
in  an  action  of  debt  for  rent,  the  defendant 
pleaded,  by  way  of  excuse  for  the  nonpay- 
ment of  rent,  that  he  had  been  driven  from 
the  premises  by  the  public  enemies,  viz., 
Prince  Rupert  and  his  soldiers;  but  the 
court  held  that  neither  the  hostile  army 
nor  an  inundation  or  other  casualty  would 
abate  the  payment  of  rent  where  the  ten- 
ant expressly  covenants  to  pay  rent.  Para- 
dine  y,  Jane,  Aleyn,  26.     Chancellor  Kent 
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Bava  that  the  reason  of  this  rule,  which  has 
become  fixed  and  settled  in  the  common 
law,  is  that,  "if  a  party  will  voluntarily 
create  a  duty  or  charge  upon  himself,  he 
ought  to  abide  by  it  when  the  other  par- 
ty is  not  in  fault,  and  when  he  might  have 
provided,  if  he  had  chosen,  against  his  re- 
sponsibility in  case  of  such  accidents."  3 
Kent.  Com.  467.  The  rule  finds  expression 
in  Civil  Code  1895,  §  3135:  "The  destruction 
of  a  tenement  by  fire,  or  the  loss  of  posses- 
sion by  any  casualty  not  caused  by  the 
landlord  or  from  defect  of  his  title,  shall 
not  abate  the  rent  contracted  to  be  paid." 
It  was  applied  in  Guthman  v.  Castleberry, 
49  Ga.  272,  where  it  was  held  that  an  ex- 
traordinary fall  of  snow  which  caused  the 
roof  of  the  demised  tenement  to  leak,  to 
the  damage  of  the  tenant's  goods,  would 
not  have  the  effect  of  abating  the  rent  con- 
tracted to  be  paid.  In  Lawrence  v.  White, 
131  Ga.  840,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  966,  63  S. 
E.  631,  15  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1097,  the 
demised  tenement  was  a  hotel  building 
described  in  the  lease  contract  as  consisting 
of  "the  corridor,  office,  bar,  barber  shop," 
etc.  The  tenant  claimed  partial  abatement 
of  the  rent  agreed  to  be  paid,  because,  after 
the  lease,  the  legislature  had  passed  an  act 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  alcoholic,  spirituous, 
malt,  or'  intoxicating  liquor,  and  the  bar- 
room could  no  longer  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conducting  such  business;  and  this 
court  held  that,  in  the  absence  of  any  pro- 
vision in  the  contract  of  lease  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  tenant  was  not  entitled  to  a  re- 
duction of  the  agreed  rental.  While  the 
question  now  up  is  the  tenant's  liability 
for  refusal  to  pay  the  rent  because  he  rent- 
ed the  entire  premises  for  barroom  pur- 
poses, and  in  Lawrence  v.  White  the  ten- 
ant rented  the  premises  for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  other  business  in  addition  to  a 
barroom,  and  only  claimed  a  proportionate 
reduction  in  the  rent,  yet  the  underlying 
principle  of  the  tenant's  liability  to  pay 
rent  is  the  same.  The  reasoning  of  the 
court  was  that,  from  the  nature  of  the 
business,  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
was  embraced  in  the  state,  police  power  of 
regulation  or  entire  prohibition;  that  the 
lessee  took  the  tenement  subject  to  the 
legislature's  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors,  and  that,  if  the  ten- 
ant desired  to  protect  himself  against  any 
possible  change  of  the  law.  it  was  his  duty 
to  so  stipulate  in  the  contract,  and  it  was 
his  fault  if  stich  stipulation  was  omitted; 
that  the  landlord  neither  contracted  nor 
warranted  that  the  law  would  remain  un- 
changed; and  that  the  tenant  is  not  ex- 
cused from  the  payment  of  the  rent,  either 
in  whole  or  in  part.  l)Ofau.se,  since  the  pas- 
sage of  the  prohibition  act,  he  is  prevented 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


by  the  law  from  conducting  a  bnsiiMss  made 
illegal  by  that  act.     We  think  the  court 
erred  in  dismissing  the  petition  on  demurrer. 
Judgment  reversed. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 


IOWA  SrPRKME  COURT. 

GEORGE  A.  RICARD,  Appt., 

T. 

LOLITA    BOLLINA    DE    LA    PREDOSA 
RICARD. 

{—  Iowa,  — ,  121  N.  W.  525.) 

Alimony  —  snit  to  annul  marriage. 

1.  Temporary  alimony  may  be  granted 
defendant  in  a  suit  to  annul  a  marriage  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  void  because  defend- 
ant was  at  the  time  married  to  another, 
which  is  denied,  where  the  statute  provides 
that  in  such  actions  all  provisions  of  the  law 
in  relation  to  the  granting  of  divorces  shall 
be  applicable. 

Motion  —  expiration  of  term  —  effect. 

2.  A  motion  to  reconsider  an  order  deny- 
ing alimony  may  be  made  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  at  which  the  order  was  en- 
tered. 

(June  5,  1909.) 


Note.   —  Right   to   tempotHiry  alimony 
on  annulment  of  marriitge. 

From  the  late  cases  set  out  in  this  note 
and  the  earlier  cases  set  out  in  the  note  to 
Jones  V.  Brinsmade.  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  192, 
it  may  be  stated  that,  in  the  absence  of  a 
controlling  statute,  the  following  general 
rules  are  fairly  deducible: 

1st.  Where  the  husband  sues  for  annul- 
ment, and  the  wife  seeks  to  sustain  the 
validity  of  the  marriage,  alimony  pendente 
lite  will  be  allowed. 

2d.  Where  the  wife  sues  for  annulment, 
and  the  husband's  fraud  occasioned  the 
bringing  of  the  suit,  temporary  alimony  will 
be  allowed. 

3d.  Where  the  wife  sues  for  annulment 
because  of  an  incapacity  known  to  her  at' 
the  time  of  the  marriage,  she  will  not  be 
allowed  temporary  alimony. 

As  to  power  upon  annulling  a  marriage  to 
require  man  to  provide  for  support  of 
woman  or  child,  see  note  to  Willits  v.  Wil- 
lito,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)    767. 

In  Hunt  V.  Hunt  (Okla.)  22  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1202,  100  Pac.  541,  where  the  husband  sued 
for  annulment  on  the  ground  that  he  was 
under  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  ex- 
pressly forbidden  by  statute  from  entering 
into  the  marriage  relation,  and  the  wife 
denied  the  invalidity  of  the  marriage,  it 
was  held,  following  "Willits  ▼.  Willits,  76 
Neb.  228,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  767,  107  N.  W. 
379,  14  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  883,  that  the  trial 
court,  at  any  stage  of  the  proceeding,  upon 
its  being  made  to  appear  that  the  husband 
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APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  an  order  of  the 
District  Court  for  Woodbury  County 
panting  defendant  temporary  suit  money 
and  alimony  in  an  action  brought  to  annul 
a  marriage.     Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Shcrwln,  J.: 

This  is  an  action  in  equity  to  annul  the 
marriage  of  the  plaintiff  with  the  defendant, 
on  the  ground  that  at  the  time  thereof  the 
defendant  had  a  husband  Hying.  This  if. 
an  appeal  from  an  order  granting  the  de- 
fendant temporary  suit  money  and  alimony. 

Mr.  H.  A.  E^rans,  for  appellant: 

The  court  cannot  allow  temporary  nli- 
mony  to  the  guilty  party  in  a  case  where 
annulment  of  marriage  is  sought. 

Daniels  v.  Morris,  54  Iowa,  369,  6  N.  W. 
532. 

Messrs.  R.  H.  Miinger  and  Sam  Page, 
for  appellee: 

The  court  rightly  granted  counsel  fees  and 
alimony  pendente  lite. 

Higgins  y.  Sharp,  164  K.  Y.  4,  58  N.  E. 
9;  Grilfin  y.  Griffin,  47  N.  Y.  134;  Brinkley 
V.  Brinkley,  60  N.  Y.  184,  10  Am.  Rep.  460; 
0*Dea  V.  O'Dea,  301  N.  Y.  23,  4  N.  E.  110; 
Arey  v.  Arey,  22  Wash.  261,  60  Pac.  724; 
Lea  y.  Lea,  104  N.  C.  603,  17  Am.  St.  Rep. 
692,  10  S.  E.  488;  Kimble  v.  Kimble,  17 
Wash.  76,  49  Pac.  216;  Hite  v.  Kite,  124 
Cal.  389,  45  L.R.A.  793,  71  Am.  St.  Rep.  82, 
57  Pac.  227;  Allen  v.  Superior  Ct.  133  Cal. 
604,  65  Pac.  977;  Eliot  v.  Eliot,  77  Wis. 
634,  10  L.R.A.  568,  46  N.  W.  806;  Willits 
V.  Willits,  76  Neb.  228,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  767, 
107  N.  W.  379,  14  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  883. 

Sherwin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  plaintiff  alleged  in  his  petition  that, 
at  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  the  defend- 
ant, she  had  a  Husband  liying,  known  as 
Count  Predosa,  and  that  the  plaintiff  was 


unaware  of  said  fact,  and  prayed  an  annul- 
ment of  his  marriage  to  the  defendant.  The 
defendant  filed  a  motion  for  temporary  ali- 
mony, in  which  she  denied  having  a  living 
husband  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  the 
plaintiff;  and,  upon  a  hearing  of  said  mo- 
tion at  the  September  term  of  the  district 
court,  the  application  for  alimony  waa 
denied*.  Thereafter,  and  at  a  subsequent 
term  of  the  court,  the  defendant  filed  a 
motion  asking  that  the  order  theretofore 
entered  denying  her  application  for  alimony 
be  reconsidered,  and  that  she  be  allowed  the 
same.  This  last  motion  was  supported  by 
an  affidavit  setting  up  a  Specific  defense  to 
the  plaintiff's  action. 

It  is  the  appellant's  contention  that  the 
trial  court  was  without  authority  to  award 
the  defendant  temporary  alimony  in  a  pro- 
ceeding brought  to  annul  her  marriage  to 
the  plaintiff.  It  is  true  that  the  statute 
does  not  make  specific  provision  for  alimony 
in  cases  of  this  kind,  except  in  §  3187  of 
the  Code,  which  provides  that,  in  case  either 
party  enter  into  the  contract  of  marriage  in 
good  faith,  supposing  the  other  to  be  capable 
of  contracting,  and  the  marriage  is  declared 
a  nullity,  such  fact  shall  be  entered  in  the 
decree,  "and  the  court  may  decree  such  in- 
nocent  party  compensation  as  in  cases  of  di- 
vorce." The  section  from  which  we  have 
quoted  clearly  does  not-  specifically  provide 
for  alimony,  except  to  the  innocent  party. 
But  there  is  another  section  of  the  statute 
(§  3183)  which  was  evidently  overlooked 
by  the  appellant,  and  which  relates  to  the 
annulment  of  illegal  marriage:  "A  peti- 
tion shall  be  filed  in  such  case  as  in  actions 
for  divorce,  and  all  the  provisions  of  this 
chapter  in  relation  thereto  shall  apply  to 
such  cases,  except  as  otherwise  provided." 
Under  this  section  of  the  statute  it  is  very 
clear  to  us  that  the  trial  court  had  the 
power  to  make  the  award  it  did.  The  stat- 
ute provides  for  the  allowance  of  alimony 


had  property  sufficient  and  the  wife  was 
without  means  or  credit,  could  make  and 
enforce  an  order  requiring  him  to  pay  tem- 
porary alimony  and  a  reasonable  allowance 
for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  his  child 
bom  of  such  marriage. 

In  Webb  v.  Wayne  Circuit  Judge,  144 
Mich.  674,  108  N.  W.  358,  upon  the  hus- 
band's suit  for  annulment  on  the  ground 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  marriage,  the  wife 
had  a  living  husband,  and  her  answer  as- 
serting a  valid  and  legal  marriage,  it  was 
held  that  the  court  had  inherent  power  to 
order  the  husband  to  pay  to  the  wife  a  $15 
solicitor's  fee  before  proceeding  with  the 
case. 

In  Knott  V.  Knott  (N.  J.  Eq.)  51  Atl. 
15,  it  was  held  that,  where  the  woman,  in 
a  suit  to  declare  her  marria<;e  void,  applied 
for  temporary  alimony  and  the  man  op- 
posed such  application,  and  both  admitted 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


that  the  formal  marriage  which  they  under- 
took to  enter  into  with  each  other  was  void 
ab  initio,  and  that  fact  was  established  by 
the  proofs,  no  order  for  alimony  should  be 
made,  since  there  was  no  probability  that  a 
lawful  marriage  would  be  proved  at  the 
final  hearing.  In  this  case  the  proof 
showed  that  the  petitioner  had  full  knowl- 
edge that  the  Defendant  had  a  living  wife. 

In  Sinclair  v.  Sinclair,  57  N.  J.  Eq.  222, 
40  Atl.  679,  it  waa  held  that  a  final  decree 
of  nullity  made  in  behalf  of  complainant, 
on  the  ground  that,  at  the  time  of  the  mar- 
riage, defendant  had  concealed  the  fact  that 
she  was  pregnant  by  another  man,  estab- 
lished the  fact  that  there  never  was  that  re- 
lation which  created  the  obligation  of  the 
husband  to  support  his  wife,  and  therefore 
that  a  fee  to  the  defendant's  counsel  could 
not  properly  be  allowed  and  charged  agaiust 
the  complainant. 
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in  the  case  of  divorce;  and,  if  the  section  of 
the  statute  which  we  have  set  out  above  is 
to  be  given  any  force  or  effect  at  all,  it  must 
be  held  that  alimony  may  be  awarded  in 
proper  cases  brought  to  annul  a  marriage 
alleged  to  be  illegal.  In- this  case  the  hus- 
band is  the  complaining  party,  and  makes 
an  allegation  against  the  wife  which  she  al- 
leges to  be  untrue,  and  which  she  is  called 
upon  to  defend.  Her  marriage  to  the  plain- 
tiff is  presumed  to  be  legal  until  the  con- 
trary is  shown,  and  we  know  of  no  sound 
reason  in  law  or  in  morals  why  a  wife  who 
had  had  so  serious  a  charge  made  against 
her  should  not  have  the  same  right  of  assist- 
ance from  her  husband  in  defending  against 
his  charge  that  she  would  have  were  he  ask- 
ing a  divorce.  * 

While  this  court  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  called  upon  to  determine  this  question 
heretofore,  there  is  still  language,  used  in 
Daniels  v.  Morris,  54  Iowa,  369,  6  N.  W. 
632,  which  lends  some  support,  at  least,  to 
the  conclusion  we  reach.  In  that  case  the 
wife  brought  an  action  against  her  husband, 
alleging  that,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage 
to  him,  he  had  a  living  wife,  and  that  their 
marriage  was  therefore  illegal,  and  should 
be  annulled.  She  asked  alimony,  and  sued 
out  a  writ  of  attachment  which  wsis  levied 
upon  her  husband's  property,  and  it  was 
held  that  it  was  properly  so  levied,  basing 
the  holding  upon  a  provision  of  the  statute 
substantially  the  same  as  §  3183.  In  other 
jurisdictions  it  seems  to  be  quite  generally 
held  that  alimony  may  be  awarded  for  the 
purpose  of  defending  an  action  brought  to 
annul  an  illegal  marriage,  even  in  the  ab- 
sence of  statute  providing  therefor.  In  Hig- 
gins  T.  Sharp,  164  K.  Y.  4,  68  N.  E.  9,  the 
court  of  appeals  of  New  York  held  that  the 
court  had  inherent  power,  in'  the  absence  of 
a  statute,  to  award  temporary  alimony  or 
suit  money,  to  enable  the  party  charged 
with  having  knowingly  contracted  an  ille- 
gal marriage  to  make  defense  thereto;  and 
such  was  the  holding  in  Griffin  v.  GriiHn, 
47  N.  Y.  134;  and  in  Arey  v.  Arey,  22 
Wash.  261,  60  Pac.  724,  the  supreme  court 
of  Washington  held  that,  in  an  action 
brought  to  annul  an  illegal  marriage,  where 
the  statute  authorized  the  allowance  of  suit 
money  in  a  divorce  case,  plaintiff  was  en- 
titled to  suit  money.  See  also,  as  sustain- 
ing the  proposition,  Lea  v.  Lea.  104  N.  C. 
603,  17  Am.  St.  Rep.  692,  10  8.  E.  488; 
Kimble  v.  Kimble,  17  Wash.  75,  49  Pac. 
216;  Hite  V.  Kite,  124  Gal.  389,  45  L.R.A. 
793,  71  Am.  St.  Rep.  82,  57  Pac.  227 ;  Eliot 
r.  Eliot,  77  Wis.  634,  10  L.R.A.  668,  46  N. 
W.  806;  Willits  V.  Willits,  76  Neb.  228,  5 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  7C7,  107  N.  W.  379,  14  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  883. 

The  appellant  complains  because  the  trial 
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court  opened  up  the  question  of  awarding 
alimony  on  the  second  motion  filed  by  the 
defendant;  his  contention  being  that  the 
court  liad  no  authority  to  do  so  after  the 
expiration  of 'the  term  at  which  the  order 
was  entered.  There  is  nothing  in  his  conten- 
tion, however.  The  latter  motion  filed  by 
the  defendant  was,  in  effect,  a  motion  to 
reconsider  the  order  which  had  theretofore 
been  made,  upon  an  additional  showing 
made  by  the  defendant.  In  Townsend  v. 
Wisner,  62  Iowa,  672,  18  N.  W.  304,  it  was 
held  correct  practice  to  file  a  motion  to  set 
aside  the  order  already  made,  and  we  are 
unable  to  discover  any  substantial  difference 
between  the  motion  approved  in  that  case 
and  the  one  filed  herein.  See  also,  as  bear- 
ing upon  the  case,  Barkdull  v.  Callanan,  33 
Iowa,  391,  and  Chicago,  I.  &  D.  R.  Co.  r. 
Estes,  71  Iowa,  603,  33  N.  W.  124. 

We  discover  no  reason  for  interfering 
with  the  order  of  the  trial  court,  and  it  is 
therefore  afiSrmed. 


MAINIi:  SUPREME  JVDICIAI/  COCBT. 

STATE  OF  llAINE 

V. 

8.  H.  MAYO. 

(—  Me.  — ,  75  Atl.  295.) 

Hlgh\r<>T  —  closing  against  automobiles 
—  (institutional  right. 

1.  The  legislature  may,  without  impair- 
ing the  constitutional  right  to  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  laws,  or  the  right  of  pursuing 
happiness,  authorize  a  municipal  corpora- 
tion to  close  to  automobiles  dangerous 
streets  the  use  of  which  by  such  machines 
may  endanger  the  lives  of  their  occupants 
or  of  those  driving  horses  upon  the  streets. 
Statute  ^  reasonableness  ^  right      (o 

question.  ; 

2.  The  question  of  the  reasonableness  of  a 
constitutional  act  of  the  legislature  cannot 
be  passed  upon  by  the  courts. 
Highway  ^closing    against  antomobllc 

^  unreasonableness. 

3.  Forbidding  the  use  of  automobiles  on 
highways  constructed  over  deep  ravines  and 
along  the  edges  of  cliffs,  to  protect  the  lives 
of  their  occupants  and  nf  those  attempting 
to  use  horses  along  such  roads,  is  reason- 
able. 


(October  1,  1909.) 


Note.  —  Power  to  prohibit  use  of  auto- 
mobilea  upon  pmhlic  thoroughfarea. 

The  earlier  cases  upon  this  subject  will 
be  found  in  the  note  to  Christy  v.  Elliott,  1 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  221. 

The  question  whether  unlicensed  automo- 
biles may  be  excluded  from  the  public  thor- 
oughfares is  not  considered  in  this  note. 
It  was  held  in  Com.  v.  Kingsbury,  190 
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REPORT  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
for  Hancoclc  County  for  the  opinion  of 
the  full  bench  on  an  appeal  from  the  Bar 
Harbor  Municipal  Court,  of  a  prosecution 
for  violation  of  a  town  ordinance  prohibit- 
ing the  use  of  motor  yehicles  on  certain 
highways,  which  resulted  in  a  verdict  of 
guilty.    Judgment  for  the  atata. 

The  agreed  statement  of  facta  upon  which 
the  case  was  reported  is  as  follows: 

"This  is  a  criminal  prosecution  for  breach 
of  a  town  ordinance  passed  by  authority  of 
a  special  act  of  the  legislature  of  Maine, 


A.  D.  1903,  approved  March  28th,  A.  D. 
1903,  entitled  'An  Act  in  Regard  to  Use  of 
the  Roads  in  Town  of  Eden,'  said  ordinance 
having  been  passed  at  a  special  town  meet- 
ing legally  called  and  held  in  Bar  Harbor, 
town  of  Eden,  Hancock  county,  Maine,  on 
the  Ist  day  of  July,  a.  d.  1003. 

"The  respondent,  S.  H.  Mayo,  was  arrest- 
ed on  a  warrant  duly  issued  by  the  Bar 
Harbor  municipal  court  on  the  6th  day  of 
April,  A.  D.  1909,  entered  a  plea  of  not 
guilty,  was  found  guilty  by  said  court,  and 
sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  $S  and  costs  of 
prosecution,  from  which  sentence  he  appeal- 


Mass.  542,  127  Am.  St.  Rep.  513,  86  N.  E. 
848  (appeal  pending  in  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court),  that  the  legislature  might 
lawfully  delegate  to  a  municipal  corporation 
power  "to  make  special  regulations  .  .  . 
as  to  the  use  of  [automobiles  and  motor- 
cycles] on  particular  roads,  including  their 
complete  exclusion  therefrom,"  it  being  a 
valid  exercise  of  the  police  power.  See  the 
quotation  from  this  case  in  the  opinion  to 
Statk  v.  "Mayo. 

And  it  was  held  in  Re  Rogers,  7  East,  L. 
Rep.  (Can.)  212,  15  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
1107,  that  it  was  within  the  legislative  pow- 
er to  prohibit  the  running  of  automobiles 
upon  the  highways  of  Prince  Edward's  is- 
land. 

So,  it  was  said  in  Walker  v.  Com.  infra, 
that  it  was  well  recognized,  both  upon  prin- 
ciple and  authority,  that  the  state  through 
the  legislature  might  prescribe  that  auto- 
mobiles shall  not  be  operated  upon  the  pub- 
lic highways  of  the  state,  and  that  it  is 
equally  well  settled  that,  having  such  pow- 
er, the  commonwealth  may,  in  its  discre- 
tion, delegate  its  authority,  either  in  whole 
or  in  any  part,  to  its  various  municipal 
divisions. 

And  an  ordinance  prohibiting  the  use  of 
advertising  wagons  on  the  streets  of  a  city, 
adopted  under  proper  charter  authority,  has 
been  held  not  to  he  so  arbitrary  or  unrea- 
sonable as  to  justify  the  court's  interference 
with  its  enforcement  by  excluding  from  the 
streets  a  line  of  motor  omnibuses  on  the 
exterior  of  which,  for  a  consideration,  were 
displayed  advertising  signs.  Fifth  Ave. 
Coach  Co.  V.  Kew  York,  194  N.  Y.  19,  21 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  744,  86  N.  E.  824,  affirming 
126  App.  Div.  657,  110  N.  Y.  Supp.  1037, 
and  68  Misc.  401,  111  N.  Y.  Supp.  759. 

So,  an  ordinance  or  regulation  adopted  by 
a  park  board,  under  authority  to  institute 
and  execute  all  measures  for  the  improve- 
ment of  parks  for  ornamental  purposes  and 
for  the  beneficial  use  of  the  people  of  the 
city,  excluding  vehicles  of  more  than  10  feet 
in  height  from  the  tVead  of  tne  wheels, 
whether  propelled  by  muscular  or  motor 
power,  from  the  driveway  of  any  park  or 
parkway,  is  reasonable  and  valid  as  applied 
to  double-decked  motor  omnibuses.  People 
V.  Shellenberg,  133  App.  Div.  79,  117  N.  Y. 
Supp.  820. 

But  it  was  held  in  Walker  v.  Com.  40 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


Pa.  Super.  Ct.  638,  that  charter  authority 
to  take  all  needful  means  for  securing  the 
safety  of  persons  and  property  within  the 
commonwealth,  by  establishing  police  and 
fire  protection,  is  not  sufficient  to  sustain 
an  ordinance  excluding  automobiles  from  a 
designated  portion  of  a  narrow  crooked 
highway  which  was  obscured  by  foliage  and 
underbrush,  uppn  which  the  driving  of  au- 
tomobiles or  other  motor  vehicles  was 
deemed  dangerous,  alike  to  pedestrians  and 
persons  in  vehicles,  whether  motor  or  drawn 
by  horses,  and  to  constitute  a  menace  to  the 
life  and  property  of  citizens  using  the  road. 
A  further  reason  given  by  the  court  for  this 
decision  was  that  a  legislative  act  providing 
that  automobiles  should  not  be  driven  on 
public  streets  and  highways  unless  licensed 
impliedly  ^ants  permission  to  all  persons 
having  a  license  to  use  anu  operate  motor 
vehicles  upon  all  public  thoroughfares,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  conditions  of  such  act. 

And  it  was  held  in  Scranton  v.  Laurel 
Run  Tump.  Co.  225  Pa.  82,  73  Atl.  1063, 
that  a  writ  of  mandamus  would  be  granted 
to  permit  the  relator,  who  was  within  the 
provisions  of  the  state  automobile  law,  to 
run  his  automobile  upon  a  toll  road,  such  a 
vehicle  being  a  "carriage  of  burden  or  pleas- 
ure," which,  by  its  charter,  the  turnpike 
company  must  permit  to  use  its  road. 

But  in  Bertles  v.  Laurel  Run  Tumpu  Co. 
15  Pa.  Diet.  R.  94,  where  a  petitioner  for 
mandamus  failed  to  bring  himself  within 
the  provisions  of  the  state  automobile  law 
by  showing  that  he  was  entitled  to  operate 
an  automobile  upon  the  public  street  and 
highways,  it  was  held  that  sucn  turnpike 
company  might  lawfully  exclude  his  auto- 
mobile from  its  toll  road,  it  appearing  that 
the  use  thereof  by  such  vehicle  was  fraught 
with  "extreme  danger  to  the  traveling  pub- 
lic," and  "with  great  danger  to  travelers 
who  drive  horses,"  and  that  "safety  to  the 
general  public  peremptorily  demands"  their 
exclusion ;  it  further  appearing  that  no  toll 
for  such  vehicles  had  been  established,  and 
it  being  admitted  by  the  demurrer  to  the 
answer  that  "no  possible  toll  would  be  ade- 
quate by  reason  of  the  character  thereof." 
The  court  said  a  turnpike  company  pos- 
sesses a  sound  discretion  to  prevent  such  a 
use  of  its  road  as  would  make  it  dangerous 
to  the  general  public. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m 


MAINE  SUPRKME  JUDICIAL  COURT. 


0«., 


ed  to  the  supreme  judicial  court  for  Han- 
cock county. 

"All  the  requirements  of  the  special  act 
and  the  ordinance  passed  by  the  town  of 
Eden  have  been  complied  with  on  the  part 
of  the  town  by  its  municipal  officers,  the 
warrant  was  properly  drawn,  served,  and  re- 
turned. Tlie  respondent  came  in  over  the 
Eagle  Lake  road,  from  Eagle  lake  to  the 
head  of  Mt.  Desert  street,  in  said  Eden,  be- 
ing one  of  the  roads  specified  in  said  special 
act  and  ordinance,  in  a  motor  vehicle  pro- 
pelled by  its  own  power,  with  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  existence  of  said  ordinance  pro- 
hibiting the  use  of  automobiles  and  motor 
vehicles  on  said  road. 

"The  Ocean  drive.  Bay  View  drive,  from 
Duck  Brook  bridge  to  Hull's  Cove  bridge, 
the  Eagle  Lake  roads  as  far  as  Eagle  lake, 
and  the  Green  Mountain  drive,  are  the  only 
entrances  by  land  into  that  part  of  the 
town  of  Eden  known  as  the  village  of  Bar 
Harbor.  Closing  the  above  roads  makes  the 
entrance  into  Bar  Harbor  by  motor  vehicles 
over  existing  roads  impossible.  The  said 
Eagle  Lake  road  from  Eagle  lake  to  head  of 
Mt.  Desert  street  is  a  crooked  and  hilly 
road." 

Chapter  420,  Priv.  &,  Sp.  Laws  1903,  pro- 
vides as  follows: 

"Section  1.  The  town  of  Eden,  in  the 
county  of  Hancock,  at  any  legal  meeting  of 
the  voters  thereof,  may  close  to  the  use  of 
automobiles  the  following  streets  within  its 
limits:  Ocean  drive,  Bay  View  drive,  from 
Duck  Brook  bridge  to  Hull's  Cove  bridge, 
the  Eagle  Lake  roads  as  far  as  Eagle  lake, 
and  the  Green  Mountain  drive.  Any  street 
so  closed  shall  be  marked  at  the  entrance 
thereof  by  signboards  in  large  letters,  'No 
automobiles  allowed  on  this  road.' 

"The  term  'automobile'  as  used  in  this 
section  applies  to  all  motor  vehicles  pro- 
pelled by  power.  For  the  violation  of  this 
act,  the  town  of  Eden  may  vote  at  said 
meeting  what  punishment  shall  be  inflicted 
for  the  violation  thereof,  but,  for  the  first 
offense,  not  over  $25  and  cost  of  prosecu- 
tion ;  for  the  second  offense,  not  over  $25  or 
thirty  days'  imprisonment,  or  both,  and  cost 
of  prosecution. 

"Sec.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  when 
approved." 

At  the  special  town  meeting  held  in  the 
town  of  Eden,  July  1,  1903,  the  following 
votes  were  passed: 

"Article  1. — B.  E.  Whitney  was  elected 
moderator,  and  was  sworn  by  the  clerk. 

"Article  2.— Voted— That  the  following 
streets  be  closed  to  the  use  of  automobiles 
in  the  town  of  Eden:  Ocenn  drive,  Bay 
View  drive  from  Duck  Brook  bridge  to 
Hull's  Cove  bridge;  both  Eagle  lake  roads, 
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as  far  as  Eagle  lake,  and  the  Green  Monn- 
tain  drive. 

"The  following  amendment  was  offered 
and  carried:  Any  street  So  closed  shall  be 
marked  at  the  entrance  thereof  by  sign- 
boards in  large  letters,  'No  automobiles  al- 
lowed on  this  road.' 

"Article  3. — For  the  violation  of  the  fore- 
going act,  the  person  so  offending,  for  the 
first  offense,  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not 
exceeding  $20,  and  costs  of  prosecution;  for 
the  second  offense,  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
$25  or  thirty  days'  imprisonment,  or  bot^ 
and  costs  of  prosecution." 

Mr.  H.  ti.  Graham,  for  defendant: 

Everyone  has  a  right  to  demand  that  he 
be  governed  by  general  rules,  and  a  special 
statute  which  seeks  to  regulate  by  a  differ- 
ent law  from  that  which  is  applied  in  all 
similar  cases  would  not  be  legitimate  legis- 
lation, but  would  be  such  an  arbitrary  man- 
date as  is  not  within  the  province  of  free 
government. 

Coo!ey,  Const.  Lim.  483;  Millett  v.  Peo- 
ple, 117  111.  294,  57  Am.  Rep.  869,  7  N.  E. 
631;  State  v.  Pennoyer,  65  N.  H.  113,  5 
L.R.A.  709,  18  Atl.  878;  SUte  ex  rcl.  Mc- 
Cue  V.  Ramsey  County,  48  Minn.  236,  31 
Am.  St.  Rep.  650,  61  N.  W.  112;  Murray  v. 
Ramsey  County,  81  Minn.  359,  51  L.R.A. 
828,  83  Am.  St.  Rep.  379,  84  N.  W.  103; 
State  ex  rel.  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Beacon,  06  Ohio 
St.  491,  90  Am.  St.  Rep.  599,  64  N.  E.  427; 
State  ex  rel.  Knisely  v.  Jones,  66  Ohio 
St.  453,  90  Am.  St.  Rep.  592,  64  N.  E.  424. 

Differentiations  and  classifications  must 
be  reasonable,  and  based  upon  real  differ- 
ences in  the  situation,  conditions,  and  ten- 
dencies of  things. 

State  v.  Mitchell,  97  Me.  66,  94  Am.  St 
Rep.  481,  53  Atl.  887;  Lewis  v.  Webb,  3 
Me.  326 ;  State  v.  Pennoyer,  supra ;  Barbicr 
V.  Connolly,  113  U.  S.  27,  28  L.  ed.  923,  5 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  367;  Leavitt  v.  Canadian  P.  R. 
Co.  90  Me.  168,  38  L.R.A.  152,  37  Atl.  886; 
Simonds  v.  Simonds,  103  Mass.  672,  4  Am. 
Rep.  676;  State  v.  Hinman,  65  N.  H.  103, 
23  Am.  St.  Rep.  22,  18  Atl.  194;  Janesville 
V.  Carpenter,  77  Wis.  288,  8  L.R.A.  808,  £0 
Am.  St.  Rep.  123,  46  N.  W.  128. 

The  rights  of  every  individual  must  stand 
or  fall  by  the  same  rule  that  governs  every 
other  member  of  the  body  politic  of  ths 
land,  under  similar  circumstances;  and 
every  partial  or  private  law  which  directly 
proposes  to  destroy  or  effect  individual 
rights  is  unconstitutional  and  void. 

Wally  V.  Kennedy,  2  Yerg.  654,  24  Am. 
Dec.  511;  Lewis  v.  Webb,  3  Me.  326;  Holden 
V.  James,  11  Mass.  396,  6  Am.  Dec.  174; 
Durham  v.  Lewiston,  4  Me.  140;  Opinion  of 
Justices,  16  Me.  479;  Adams  t.  Pabner,  51 
Mo.  480. 
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An  act  which  operates  on  the  riglits  or 
property  of  only  a  few  individuals,  without 
thrir  consent,  is  a  violation  of  privileges 
guaranteed  to  every  subject. 

Merrill  v.  Sherburne,  1  N.  H.  212,  8  Am. 
Dec.  52;  Clark  v.  Clark,  10  N.  H.  380,  84 
Am.  Dec.  165. 

Legislation  requiring  or  empowering  some 
towns  to  perform  certain  acts,  and  not 
others,  is  void. 

Bowles  V.  Landaff,  S9  K.  H.  164. 

This  special  act  and  ordinance  limit  the 
use  of  the  public  highways  dedicated  for 
general  purposes,  to  one  kind  of  vehicle,  to 
the  exclusion  of  others,  placing  a  burden 
upon  the  defendant,  ana  thus  depriving  him 
of  the  use  of  his  property,  which  is  a  con- 
fiscation of  that  property  within  the  con- 
atitutional  inhibition. 

Missouri  v.  Lewis  (Bowman  v.  Lewis), 
101  U.  S.  22-31,  25  L.  ed.  989-992;  Barbier 
T.  Connolly,  113  U.  S.  32-52,  28  L.  ed.  925, 

5  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  357;  State  v.  Campbell,  64 
X.  H.  402,  10  Am.  St.  Rep.  419,  13  Atl. 
S83;  Minneapolis  t  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Beck- 
with,  129  U.  S.  20-30,  32  L.  ed.  585-687,  9 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  207;  Com.  ex  rel.  Fertig  v. 
Patton,  88  Pa.  258;  People  ex  rel.  Miller  v. 
Cooper,  83  111.  585;  Kelley  v.  State,  6  Ohio 
SL  269. 

A  public  highway  is  open  to  the  reason- 
able, common,  and  equal  use  of  the  people, 
on  foot  or  in  vehicles,  including  an  auto- 
mobile. 

Simeone  v.  Lindsay  (Del.)  65  Atl.  778. 

The  marks  of  distinction  on  which  the 
classification  is  founded  must  be  such,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  as  will,  in  some  rea- 
ronable  degree  at  least,  account  for  or  jus- 
tify the  restriction  of  the  legislation. 

State  ex  rel.  Richards  v.  Hammer,  42  N. 
J.  L.  435 ;  State  ex  rel.  Warner  v.  Hoagland, 
61  N.  J.  L.  62,  16  Atl.  166. 

Any  I^slation  which  is  abitrary,  which 
deals  with  particular  persona  or  things  of  a 
class,  or  which  confers  privileges  or  burdens 
on  towns  or  cities,  while  other  cities  or 
toims  in  like  situation  are  excepted  from 
its  operation,  is  special  and  void. 

State,  Closson,  Prosecutor  v.  Board  of  Li- 
cense t  Excise,  48  N.  J.  L.  438,  5  Atl.  323 ; 
SUte  ex  rel.  Ross  v.  VVinsor,  48  N.  J.  L.  95, 
2  Atl.  658;  Earle  v.  Board  of  Education,  55 
Cal.  489;  Desmond  v.  Dunn,  65  Cal.  242; 
Srrsnton  School  Dist's  Appeal,  113  Pa.  176, 

6  Atl.  158 ;  Darling  v.  Rodgers,  7  Kan.  592 ; 
State  ex  rel.  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Boyd,  ^9  Nev. 
4.3.  5  Pac.  735;  McGill  v.  State,  34  Ohio 
St.  228;  Devine  v.  Cook  County,  84  111.  690; 
McCarthy  v.  Com.  110  Pa.  243,  2  Atl.  423; 
State  ex  rel.  Reform  School  v.  County  Ct. 
89  Mo.  237,  1  S.  W.  307 ;  Knopf  v.  People, 
186  lU.  20,  76  Am.  St  Rep.  17,  67  N.  E. 
22. 
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The  classification  is  not  a  proper  one  for 
distinct  legislation,  if  it  is  not  founded  upon 
some  natural,  intrinsic,  or  constitutional 
distinction,  a  distinction  which  bears  some 
relation  to,  or  furnishes  cause  for,  the  par- 
ticular legislation  embraced  in  the  act. 

Pasadena  v.  Stimson,  91  Cal.  251,  27  Pac. 
604;  Darcy  v.  San  Jose,  104  Cal.  646,  38 
Pac.  600;  Budd  ex  rel.  State  Commissioner 
V.  Hancock,  66  N.  J.  L.  135,  48  Atl.  1023; 
26  Am.  It,  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  683; 
Lloyd  V.  Smith,  176  Pa.  213,  35  Atl.  199; 
Seabolt  v.  Northumberland  County,  187  Pa. 
318,  41  Atl.  22;  Cotting  v.  Kansas  City 
Stock  Yards  Co.  (Cotting  v.  Godard)  183 
U.  S.  79,  46  L.  ed.  92,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  30; 
Connolly  v.  Union  Sewer  Pipe  Co.  184  U.  S. 
640,  46  L.  ed.  679,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  431 ;  Re 
Jilz,  3  Mo.  App.  243;  Re  Marshall,  102  Fed. 
323. 

The  act  and  ordinance  deny  the  right  of 
acquiring  and  using  property  of  a  certain 
kind  in  a  portion  of  the  state  of  Maine,  and 
are  a  denial  of  the  right  of  the  citizens  of 
the  state  of  Maine  and  of  the  United  States 
to  the  use  of  the  public  highways  in  a  por- 
tion of  the  state,  in  a  mode  of  conveyance 
denominated  by  the  courts  in  almost  every 
jurisdiction  as  a  proper  carriage  or  vehicle. 

Wright  v.  Crane,  142  Mich.  608,  106  N. 
W.  71;  Densmore  v.  Erie,  20  Pa.  Co.  Ct. 
513;  Swift  V.  Topeka,  43  Kan.  671,  8  L.R.A. 
772,  23  Pac.  1076. 

The  motor  vehicle  has  rights  on  the  high- 
way equal  to  the  right  of  all  other  vehicles, 
and  is  a  use  of  the  highway  compatible  with 
the  purposes  of  its  dedication. 

Indiana  Springs  Co.  v.  Brown,  165  Ind. 
465,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  238,  74  N.  E.  615,  6  A. 
tc.  E.  Ann.  Cas.  656;  Knight  v.  Lanier,  69 
App.  Div.  454,  74  N.  Y.  Supp.  999;  Mason 
v.  West,  61  App.  Div.  40,  70  N.  Y.  Supp. 
478;  Shinkle  v.  McCullough,  116  Ky.  900, 
105  Am.  St.  Rep.  249,  77  S.  W.  196;  Elliott, 
Roads  ft  Streets,  §  851 ;  Bogue  v.  Bennett, 
166  Ind.  478,  83  Am.  St.  Rep.  212,  60  N.  E. 
143;  Chicago  v.  Banker,  112  111.  App.  94; 
Moses  V.  Pittsburgh,  Ft.  W.  k  C.  R.  Co.  21 
111.  616;  Chicago  v.  Collins,  176  III.  446,  49 
L.R.A.  408,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  224,  61  N.  E. 
907;  State  v.  Aldrich,  70  N.  H.  391,  85  Am. 
St.  Rep.  631,  47  Atl.  602;  Hannigan  v. 
Wright,  6  Penn.  (Del.)  637,  63  Atl.  234; 
Gifford  v.  Jennings,  190  Mass.  64,  76  N.  E. 
233;  Gassenheimer  v.  District  of  Columbia, 
26  App.  D.  C.  667,  6  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  920 ; 
Baldie  v.  Tacoma  R.  ft  P.  Co.  62  Wash.  75, 
100  Pac.  162;  Upton  v.  Windham,  76  Conn. 
293,  96  Am.  St.  Rep.  197,  63  Atl.  660;  Hall 
V.  Compton,  130  Mo.  App.  675,  108  S.  W. 
1122;  Simeone  v.  Lindsay,  supra;  Towie  v. 
Morse,  103  Me.  250,  68  Atl.  1044;  Macomlicr 
V.  Nichols,.  34  Mich.  217,  22  Am.  Rep.  522; 
Ward  V.  Meredith,  220  III.  66,  77  N.  E.  118; 
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Mclntyre  v.  Orner,  166  Ind.  67,  4  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  1130,  117  Am.  St.  Rep.  359,  76  N. 
E.  750,  8  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1087 ;  House  v. 
Cramer,  134  Iowa,  374,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  656, 
112  N.  W.  3,  13  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  461; 
Wright  V.  Crane,  supra;  State  v.  Swagerty, 
203  Mo.  617,  10  L.RJi..(N.S.)  601,  102  8. 
W.  483,  11  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  725;  Johnson 
V.  New  York,  186  N.  Y.  130,  116  Am.  St. 
Rep.  545,  78  N.  E.  716,  9  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
824;  Radnor  Twp.  v.  Bell,  27  Pa.  Super.  Ct. 
1;  Silberman  v.  Huyette,  22  Montg.  Co.  L. 
Rep.  39;  28  Cyc.  Law  ft  Proc.  p.  23;  Baker 
V.  Fall  River,  187  Mass.  53.  72  N.  E.  336; 
Lewis  T.  Amorous,  3  Ga.  App.  50,  69  S.  £. 
338;  Murphy  v.  Meacliam,  1  Ga.  App.  155, 

67  S.  E.  1046;  Eichmsn  t.  Buchheit,  128 
Wis.  385,  107  N.  W.  326,  8  A.  ft  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  435. 

The  legislature,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
police  power,  may  regulate  the  manner  in 
which  automobiles  shall  be  operated  on  the 
highways,  but  automobiles  are  lawful  vehi- 
cles, and,  as  such,  are  entitled  to  the  privi- 
lege of  using  the  highways. 

Hall  T.  Compton,  supra. 

A  statute  which  prohibits  an  act  which 
is  innocent  in  character,  and  which  has  no 
tendency  to  effect,  injure,  or  endanger  the 
public  health,  morals,  or  safety,  is  not  a 
valid  exercise  of  the  police  power. 

Ex  parte  Quarg,  149  Cal.  79,  5  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  183,  117  Am.  St.  Rep.  116,  84  Pac. 
766,  9  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  747;  Hume  v. 
Laurel  Hill  Cemetery,  142  Fed.  652;  State 
ex  rel.  Zillmer  v.  Kreutzberg,  114  Wis.  646, 

68  L.R.A.  748,  91  Am.  St.  Rep.  934,  90  N. 
W.  1098;  Wright  v.  Hart,  182  N.  Y.  330,  2 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  338,  75  N.  E.  404,  3  A.  ft  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  263;  Chicago,  B.  ft  Q.  R.  Co.  v. 
State,  47  Neb.  649,  41  L.R.A.  481,  53  Am. 
St.  Rep.  557,  66  N.  W.  624;  State  ex  reL 
Wyatt  V.  Ashbrook,  154  Mo.  375,  48  L.R.A. 
265,  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  765,  65  S.  W.  627; 
Chicago  V.  Netcher,  183  111.  104,  48  L.R.A. 
261,  75  Am.  St.  Rep.  93,  55  N.  E.  707. 

Mr.  Wiley  C.  Conary,  for  the  State: 

The  legislature,  acting  under  the  police 
power,  may  prescribe  that  automobiles  shall 
not  pass  over  certain  streets  or  public  ways. 

Com.  V.  Kingsbury,  199  Mass.  642,  127 
Am.  St.  Rep.  613,  85  N.  E.  848;  Com.  v. 
Boyd,  188  Mass.  79,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  464, 
74  N.  E.  256;  Com.  v.  Stodder,  2  Cush.  570, 
48  Am.  Dec.  679. 

All  that  can  be  required  of  laws  designed 
to  secure  the  safety  of  travelers  upon  the 
public  highway  is  that  they  be  general  in 
their  application  to  the  class  or  locality  to 
which  they  apply;  and  they  are  then  public 
in  character,  and  of  their  propriety  and 
policy  the  legislature  must  judge. 

Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  6th  ed.  pp.  479-481; 
Christy  v.  Elliott,  216  111.  31,  1  L.RJL. 
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(N.S.)  215,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  190,  74  N.  E. 
1035,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  487;  Barbier  v. 
Connolly,  113  U.  S.  32,  28  L.  ed.  925,  5  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  360. 

King,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  question  presented  is  this:  Is  the 
ordinance  of  the  town  of  Eden,  passed  un- 
der express  legislative  authority,  closing  to 
the  use  of  automobiles  certain  public  streets 
in  said  town,  constitutional! 

The  contention  of  the  defendant  is  that 
it  violates  the  14th  Amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  which  de- 
clares among  other  things,  that  no  state 
shall  "deny  to  any  person  within  its  juris- 
diction the  equal  protection  of  the  laws," 
and  that  it  also  denies  him  that  equality 
of  right  guaranteed  under  §  1,  art.  1,  of  the 
Constitution  of  Maine,  "of  enjoying  and  de- 
fending life  and  liberty,  acquiring,  possess- 
ing, and  protecting  property,  and  of  pursu- 
ing and  obtaining  safety  and  happiness." 

It  is  an  equal  right  of  all  to  use  the  pub- 
lic streets  for  purposes  of  travel  by  proper 
means,  and  with  due  regard  for  the  corre- 
sponding rights  of  others ;  and  it  is  also  too 
well  recognized  in  judicial  decisions  to  be 
questioned  that  an  automobile  is  a  legiti- 
mate means  of  conveyance  on  the  public 
highways.  But  the  right  to  so  use  the  pub- 
lic streets,  as  well  as  all  personal  and  prop- 
erty rights,  is  not  an  absolute  and  unquali- 
fied right.  It  is  subject  to  be  limited  and 
controlled  by  the  sovereign  authority — ^the 
state — whenever  necessary  to  provide  for 
and  promote  the  safety,  peace,  health,  mor- 
als, and  general  welfare  of  the  people.  To 
secure  these  and  kindred  benefits  is  the  pur- 
pose of  organized  government,  and  to  that 
end  may  the  power  of  the  state,  called  its 
police  .power,  be  used.  By  the  exercise  of 
that  power  through  legislative  enactments, 
individuals  may  be  subjected  to  restraints, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  personal  and  property 
rights  may  be  limited,  or  even  prevented,  if 
manifestly  necessary  to  develop  the  re- 
sources of  the  state,  improve  its  industrial 
conditions  and  secure  and  advance  the 
safety,  comfort,  and  prosperity  of  its  people. 

And  it  is  fundamental  law  that  no  consti- 
tutional guaranty  is  violated  by  such  an 
exercise  of  the  police  power  of  the  state, 
when  manifestly  necessary,  and  tending  to 
secure  such  general  and  public  benefits. 
Com.  v.  Alger,  7  Cush.  53;  Boston  Beer  Co. 
V.  Massachusetts,  97  U.  S.  25,  24  L,  ed.  989; 
Stone  V.  Mississippi,  101  U.  S.  814,  26  L.  ed. 
1079;  Barbier  v.  Connolly,  113  U.  S.  27,  28 
L.  ed.  923,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  367;  Thorpe  v. 
Rutland  ft  B.  R.  Co.  27  Vt.  150,  62  Am.  Dec 
625;  Wadleigh  v.  Oilman,  12  Me.  403,  28 
Am.  Dec.  188;  Boston  ft  M.  R.  Co.  t.  York 
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County,  70  Me.  386,  10  Atl.  113;  State  v. 
Robfo,  100  Me.  180,  60  Atl.  874,  4  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  275;  JacobBon  t.  Massachusetts, 
197  U.  8.  11,  49  L.  ed.  643,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
358,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  765. 

That  reasonable  regulations  for  the  Mfcty 
of  the  people  while  using  the  public  streets 
are  clearly  within  this  police  power  of  the 
state  is  too  plain  to  admit  of  discussion. 
Such  is  and  has  been  the  law  everywhere. 

Since  the  introduction  of  automobiles  as 
Tehicles  of  conveyance,  many  cases  have 
arisen,  and  been  decided  by  the  courts  of 
last  resort,  in  different  states,  respecting  the 
validity  and  construction  of  statutes  and  or- 
dinances regulating  their  use  upon  the  pub- 
lic highways,  and  it  has  been  uniformly 
held  that  the  state,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
police  power,  may  regulate  their  speed,  and 
provide  other  reasonable  rules  and  restric- 
tions as  to  their  use.  Com.  v.  Boyd,  188 
Mass.  79,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  464,  74  N.  E. 
255;  Com.  V.  Kingsbury,  109  Mass.  542, 
127  Am.  St.  Rep.  613,  86  N.  E.  848;  Christy 
V.  Elliott,  216  111.  31,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  215, 
108  Am  St.  Rep.  196,  74  N.  E.  1035,  3  A. 
ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  487;  People  v.  Schneider, 
139  Mich.  673,  69  L.R.A.  346,  103  N.  W. 
172,  5  A.  ft  £.  Ann.  Cas.  790;  People  v. 
MacWilliams,  91  App.  Div.  176,  86  N.  Y. 
Supp.  367 ;  Fletcher  v.  Dixon,  107  Md.  420, 
68  Atl.  875;  State  v.  Swagerty,  203  Mo. 
617,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  601,  120  Am.  St.  Rep. 
671,  102  S.  W.  483,  11  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
725.  See  note  and  cases  collected  therein 
volume  12,  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  p.  291. 

The  defendant,  however,  objects  against 
the  validity  of  the  ordinance  in  question 
here,  that  it  applies  to  automobiles  only, 
and  not  to  all  other  vehicles  that  use  those 
streets.  He  contends  that  it  "operates 
against  a  class  only,"  and  is  therefore  special 
l^islation,  which  the  Constitution  inhibits. 
That  contention  cannot  prevaiL  This  same 
objection  to  the  constitutionality  of  statutes 
and  ordinances  regulating  the  use  of  auto- 
mobiles, that  they  apply  only  to  one  partic- 
ular class  of  vehicles,  has  been  repeatedly 
raised  in  recent  cases  and  as  repeateldy  de- 
cided to  be  without  merit.  In  Barbier  v. 
Connolly,  supra,  Mr.  Justice  Field,  speaking 
for  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
said:  "Class  legislation,  discriminating 
against  some  and  favoring  others,  is  pro- 
hibited; but  legislation  which,  in  carrying 
out  a  public  purpose,  is  limited  in  its  ap- 
plication if,  within  the  sphere  of  its  opera- 
tion, it  affects  alike  all  persons  similarly 
situated,  is  not  within  the  amendment."  In 
Christy  V.  Elliott,  supra,  wherein  this  same 
objection  was  made  to  the  validity  of  leg- 
islation regulating  the  speed  of  automobiles, 
the  Illinois  supreme  court  said:  "Such 
laws  as  the  act  here  in  question  have  never 
CO  LJl.A.(N.8.) 


been  regarded  as  class  legislation  simply  be- 
cause they  affect  one  class  and  not  another, 
inasmuch  as  they  affect  all  members  of  the 
same  class  alike,  and  the  classification  in- 
volved in  the  law  is  founded  upon  a  reason- 
able basis.  'If  these  laws  be  otherwise  un- 
objectionable, all  that  can  be  required  in 
these  cases  is  that  they  be  general  in  their 
application  to  the  class  or  locality  to  which 
they  apply;  and  they  are  then  public  in 
character,  and  of  their  propriety  and  policy 
the  legislature  must  judge.'  Cooley,  Const. 
Idm.  6th  ed.  pp.  479-481."  In  State  v.  Swag- 
erty, supra,  it  is  said:  "The  principal  ob- 
jection urged  against  the  act  is  that  it  is  a 
special  law  because  it  legislates  only  upon 
automobiles,  and  not  does  not  attempt  to 
legislate  upon  all  vehicles  using  the  public 
highways.  We  are  unable  to  concur  with 
the  defendant  in  this  view.  The  act  applies 
to  and  affects  alike  all  members  of  the  same 
class.  ...  It  does  not  refer  to  partic- 
ular persons  or  things  of  a  class,  and  is 
therefore  a  general,  and  not  a  special  law." 

The  ordinance  in  question  is  general,  and 
•not  special,  for  it  applies  equally  to  all  au- 
tomobiles without  discrimination,  wherever 
or  by  whomsoever  owned.  The  streets  in 
question  are  closed  to  all  automobiles  with- 
out any  distinctions. 

The  defendant  further  contends  that  this 
ordinance  is  unreasonable,  and  unnecessary 
for  the  public  safety  and  welfare. 

It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that  the  ordi- 
nance in  question  was  not  made  under  a 
general  law  authorizing  municipalities  to 
make  reasonable  regulations  for  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  the  people. 

Here  the  legislature  enacted  the  specific 
regulation  that  might  be  made.  It  deter- 
mined the  streets  that  could  be  closed  to  au- 
tomobiles, and  it  has  passed  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  is  reasonable  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  that  those  streets  should 
be  so  closed.  When  the  legislature  has 
constitutional  authority  to  enact  a  law,  and 
does  enact  it,  the  expediency  of  its  enact- 
ment is  not  to  be  passed  upon  by  the  court. 
The  legislature  determines  if  the  law  is 
reasonable,  and  will  promote  the  public  wel- 
fare, and  its  determination  is  conclusive. 
Such  is  the  well-settled  law. 

"In  all  cases  where  the  legislature  have 
a  constitutional  authority  to  pass  a  law,  the 
reasonableness  of  it  seems  to  be  a  subject 
for  their  decision."    Lunt's  Case,  6  Me.  414. 

"When  the  legislature  decides  that  an  act 
is  reasonable  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  it  does  by  making  the  enactment  un- 
der the  sanction  of  an  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution,  that  decision  must  be  conclu- 
sive, if  the  enactment  be  not  repugnant  to 
any  provision  of  the  Constitution,  and  b» 
not  made  colorably  to  effect  one  purpose  un- 
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der  the  api)eai-ancc  of  effecting  another." 
Moor  V.  Veazic,  32  Me.  300,  52  Am.  Dec. 
055. 

In  Jones  v.  Sanford,  06  Me.  589,  the  late 
Chief  Justice  Peters,  speaking  of  the  author- 
ity of  the  court  to  pass  upon  the  question 
of  the  reasonableness  of  a  by-law  or  local 
ordinance,  said:  "This  principle  does  not 
apply  where  that  is  done  by  a  municipal 
corporation  which  is  directly  authorized  to 
be  done  by  the  legislature.  But,  where  the 
power  granted  is  a  general  one,  the  ordi- 
nance passed  in  pursuance  of  it  must  be  a 
reasonable  exercise  of  the  power,  or  it  is  in- 
valid." 

Touching  the  question  as  to  what  extent, 
if  at  all,  the  court  could  review  the  reason- 
ableness of  legislation  to  promote  the  pub- 
lic welfare,  Mr.  Justice  Harlan,  speaking  for 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in 
Jacobson  v.  Massachusetts,  197  U.  S.  11,  49' 
L.  ed.  643,  25  Sup.  a.  Rep.  358,  3  A.  &  £. 
Ann.  Cas.  766,  said:  "Upon  what  sound 
principles,  as  to  the  relations  existing  be- 
tween the  different  departments  of  govern- 
ment, can  the  court  review  this  action  of 
the  legislature T  If  there  is  any  such  pow- 
er in  the  judiciary  to  review  legislative  ac- 
tion in  respect  of  a  matter  affecting  the 
general  welfare,  it  can  only  be  when  that 
which  the  legislature  has  done  comes  with- 
in the  rule  that,  if  a  statute  purporting  to 
have  been  enacted  to  protect  the  public 
health,  the  public  morals,  or  the  public  safe- 
ty, has  no  real  or  substantial  relation  to 
those  objects,  or  is  beyond  all  question  a 
plain,  palpable  invasion  of  rights  secured 
by  the  fundamental  law,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  courts  to  so  adjudge,  and  thereby  give 
effect  to  the  Constitution." 

The  right  of  the  legislature,  acting  under 
its  police  power,  to  make  reasonable  regula- 
tions respecting  the  use  of  automobiles  on 
the  public  highways,  in  order  to  secure  the 
public  safety,  is  well  settled,  as  we  have 
seen.  This  enactment,  which  authorized  the 
closing  to  the  use  of  automobiles  of  the 
streets  in  question,  we  do  not  And  to  be  re- 
pugnant to  any  constitutional  provision.  In 
making  it  the  legislature  decided  that  the 
regulation  was  necessary  and  reasonable,  in 
order  to  secure  the  public  safety  and  wel- 
fare, and  it  cannot  be  affirmed  that  such 
will  not  be  its  effect.  The  regulation  is 
clearly  within  the  police  power  of  the  legis- 
lature to  enact,  its  manifest  tendency  and 
effect  is  to  accomplish  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  intended,  and,  accordingly,  its  rea- 
sonableness and  expediency  cannot  be  re- 
viewed by  the  court.  The  judgment  of  the 
legislature  in  that  respect  is  conclusive. 

If,  however,  the  court  were  authorized  to 
review  that  judgment,  it  would  be  found 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


supported  in  sound   and  convincing  prece- 
dents. 

In  1848  the  supreme  court  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  sustaining  the  validity  of  an  ordi- 
nance excluding  omnibuses  from  certain 
streets  in  Boston,  thus  spoke,  quite  prophet- 
ically: "To  take  a  strong  case:  Suppose 
the  proprietor  of  the  omnibuses  from  Rox- 
bury  should  deem  it  expedient  to  propel  his 
carriage  by  steam  power,  passing  through 
Washington  street  at  a  rapid  rate,  would 
it  not  be  a  lawful  and  proper  regulation  for 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  to  prohibit  the  us- 
ing of  Washington  street  by  vehicles  pro- 
pelled by  steam  power  t  We  cannot  doubt 
that  it  would."  [Com.  v.  Stodder,  2  Cush. 
562,  48  Am.  Dec.  079.] 

Sixty  years  after,  in  1908,  the  same  court 
has  unhesitatingly  decided  that  the  legisla- 
ture has  the  right,  acting  under  the  police 
power,  to  prescribe  that  automobiles  shall 
not  pass  over  certain  streets  or  public  ways 
in  a  city  or  town.  Com.  v.  Kingsbury,  199 
Mass.  542,  127  Am.  St.  Rep.  513,  85 
N.  E.  848.  We  quote  with  approval 
from  that  case:  "Automobiles  are  vehi- 
cles of  great  speed  and  power,  whose 
appearance  is  frightful  to  most  horses 
that  are  unaccustomed  to  them.  The  use  of 
them  introduces  a  new  element  of  danger  to 
ordinary  travelers  on  the  highways,  as  well 
as  to  those  riding  in  the  automobiles.  In 
order  to  protect  the  public,  great  care 
should  be  exercised  in  the  use  of  them. 
.  .  .  It  seems  too  plain  for  discussion 
that,  with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  the  public, 
the  legislature  may  pass  laws  regulating  the 
speed  of  such  machines  when  running  upon 
highways.  The  same  principle  is  applicable 
to  a  determination  by  the  legislature  that 
there  are  some  streets  and  ways  on  which 
such  machines  should  not  be  allowed  at  all. 
In  some  parts  of  the  state  where  there  is  but 
little  travel,  public  necessity  and  con- 
venience have  required  the  construction  of 
ways  which  are  steep  and  narrow,  over 
which  it  might  be  difficult  to  run  an  auto- 
mobile, and  where  it  would  be  very  danger- 
ous for  the  occupants  if  automobiles  were 
used  upon  them.  In  such  places  it  might 
be  much  more  dangerous  for  travelers  with 
horses  and  with  vehicles  of  other  kinds  if 
automobiles  were  allowed  there." 

In  certain  sections  of  our  state,  such,  for 
example,  as  Mt.  Desert  island  and  the  vicin- 
ity of  Bar  Harbor,  public  highways  have 
been  constructed  along  precipitous  mountain 
sides,  through  circuitous  defiles,  over  deep 
ravines,  and  on  the  very  edges  of  ocean 
cliffs.  They  have  been  so  made  to  afford  ac- 
cess to  some  of  Maine's  famous  and  pictur- 
esque scenery.  The  use  on  such  ways  of  the 
powerful,    swiftly   moving,    and   dangerous 
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automobile  mnst  necessarily  endanger  all 
who  travel  thereon,  and  especially  those  who 
ride  in  carriages  drawn  by  horses.  Pre- 
sumaibly  to  safeguard  the  people  against 
such  dangerous  conditions,  the  legislature 
decided  that  the  ordinance  in  question  might 
be  made.  It  seems  reasonable  and  expe- 
dient; but  as  to  that  the  judgment  of  the 
legislature  is  conclusive. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  court  that  the 
ordinance  which  the  defendant  admittedly 
violated  is  constitutional,  and  accordingly 
the  entry  must  be: 

Judgment  for  the  state. 


MARYIiAND  COURT  OF  APPEALS. 

CONSOLIDATED  GAS,  ELECTRIC  LIGHT, 
&  POWER  COMPANY  et  al.,  Impleaded, 
etc.,  Appts., 

V. 

JOHN  N.  CHAMBfiRS. 
(—  Md.  — ,  75  Atl.  241.) 

Master  —  telephone  company  ^  safety 

of  poles  —  Inspection. 

1.  An  experienced  lineman  employed  by 
an  electric  company  which  maintains  wires 
on  another's  pole,  and  which  has  no  inde- 
pendent system  of  inspection,  is  bound  to 
make  his  own  inspection  as  to  the  safety 
for  his  use  of  the  pole  and  the  cross-arms 
thereon  belonging  to  others,  and  takes  the 
risk  of  injury  from  their  proving  unsafe 
unless  the  company  itself  had  knowledge 
that  they  were  unsafe  in  fact. 


Negligence  —  electric  poles  --  Injury  to 
lineman. 

2.  An  electric  company  which  maintains 
cross-arms  arid  wires  on  another's  pole  is 
not  liable  for  injury  to  an  employee  of  a 
third  company,  which  also  makes  use  of 
the  pole,  for  the  breaking  of  a  cross-arm 
under  his  weight,  if  it  was  not  aware  of 
its  defective  condition,  and  the  defect  could 
have  been  detected  by  the  injured  person  by 
proper  inspection  as  readily  as  by  the  com- 
pany. 

(January  11,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants.  Consolidated  Gas, 
Electric  Light,  &  Power  Co.  et  al. 
from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  for 
Baltimore  City  in  plaintitfs  favor  as  to 
them  in  an  action  brought  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  personal  injuries  alleged  to  have 
been  caused  by  defendants'  negligence.  Re- 
versed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Gans  A  Haman  and  Vernon 
C!ook,  for  appellant  Consolidated  Gas,  Elec- 
tric Light,  &  Power  Company: 

Where  several  companies  use  a  pole  in 
common,  no  one  of  such  companies  is  re- 
quired to  have  its  arms  strong  enough  for 
the  workmen  of  the  other  companies  to 
stand  upon. 

New  York  4  N.  J.  Teleph.  Co.  v.  Speicher, 
69  N.  J.  L.  23,  39  Atl.  661. 

Messrs.  William  Ij.  Marbury  and  Wal- 
ter Ij.  Clark,  for  appellant  Baltimore  Elec- 
tric Company : 

There  was  no  duty  upon  defendant  Bal- 


yote.  —  Injury  to  lineman  through  de- 
fect in  pole  or  its  appurtenances. 

This  question  is  treated  in  the  note 
to  Lynch  v.  Saginaw  Valley  Traction  Co. 
21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  774,  referred  to  in  the 
above  case.  The  rule  enunciated  in  Con- 
solidated Gas,  E.  L.  &  P.  Co.  v.  Ckambebs, 
and  established  by  the  great  majority  of 
the  cases  collected  in-  that  note,  finds  siip- 

?ort,  also,  in  De  Frates  v.  Central  Union 
eleph.  Co.  243  111.  3.56,  90  N.  E.  719; 
Eigenbrod  v.  Cumberland  Teleph.  &  Teleg. 
Co.  121  La.  228,  46  So.  219;  Goddard  v. 
Interstate  Teleph.  Co.  (Wash.)  106  Pac. 
188,  decided  since  the  preparation  of  such 
note. 

But  in  Jennison  v.  Waltham  Gaslight 
Co.  201  Mass.  352,  87  N.  E.  594,  it  was  held 
that  a  trimmer  of  electric  lights,  not  charged 
with  the  duty  of  seeing  that  the  poles  which 
he  was  called  upon  to  climb  in  bis  employ- 
ment were  in  proper  repair,  did  not  assume 
the  risk  of  the  breaking  of  a  decayed  pin  in 
the  cross-arm  of  a  pole. 

And  in  Clark  v.  Johnson  County  Teleph. 
Co.  (Iowa)  123  N.  W.  327,  recovery  was 
allowed  to  a  servant  for  the  breaking  of  a 
pole  which  he  had  climbed  under  the  general 
direction  of  his  foreman,  for  the  purpose 
26  LJt.A.(N.S.) 


of  cutting  wires,  where  it  appeared  that  he 
had  been  previously  employed  as  a  "trouble 
man,"  and  on  the  morning  of  the  accident 
was  directed,  in  an  emergency,  to  work  with 
the  linemen,  and  the  foreman  failed  to  warn 
him  sufficiently  of  the  dangers  of  the  work. 

In  Holden  v.  Gary  Teleph.  Co.  (Minn.) 
122  N.  W.  1018,  it  was  held  that  a  servant 
of  a  telephone  company  employed  to  locate 
defects  interfering  with  the  operation  of  the 
line  was  justified  in  assuming  that  the  poles 
which  he  was  called  upon  to  climb  in  the 
course  of  his  employment  were  fit  for  the 
uses  to  which  they  were  applied,  and  Wfs 
therefore  required  to  use  no  more  than  or- 
dinary care  to  examine  a  pole  before  he  at- 
tempted to  ascend  it. 

In  La  Duke  v.  Hudson  River  Teleph.  Co. 
120  N.  Y.  Supp.  171,  it  was  held  that  it  was 
incumbent  upon  the  defendant  company,  in 
the  fulfilment  of  its  duty  to  furnish  its  line- 
men a  safe  place  in  which  to  work,  to  inspect 
its  poles  below  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
unless  it  had  devolved  such  duty  of  inspec- 
tion upon  its  lineman,  citing  McGuire  v. 
Bell  Teleph.  Co.  167  N.  Y.  208,  52  L.R.A. 
437,  60  N.  E.  433,  and  Riker  v.  New  York, 
O.  &  W.  R.  Co.  64  App.  Div.  357,  72  N.  Y. 
Supp.  168. 
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timor«  Electric  Company  to  make  an  ad- 
vance inspection  of  the  cross-arm  which 
broke  with  the  plaintiff. 

West  Virginia  C.  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  State, 
96  Md.  666,  61  L.R.A.  674,  64  Atl.  669; 
Fletcher  t.  Dixon,  107  Md.  420,  68  Atl.  876; 
Baltimore  City  Pass.  R.  Co.  v.  Nugent,  86 
Md.'  360,  39  L.R.A.  161,  38  Atl.  779;  Mer- 
chants' &  M.  Transp.  Co.  y.  State,  108  Md. 
664,  70  Atl.  413;  Hall  t.  Poole,  94  Md.  171, 
50  Atl.  703;  Gans  Salvage  Co.  v.  Byrnes, 
102  Md.  230,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  272,  62  Atl. 
156;  1  Labbatt,  Mast.  &  S.  p.  7;  Wilson 
▼.  Merry,  L.  R.  1  H.  L.  Sc.  App.  Cas.  326, 
19  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  132;  McGorty  v.  Southern 
New  England  Teleph.  Co.  69  Conn.  635,  61 
Am.  St.  Rep.  62,  38  Atl.  369;  Channon  v. 
Sanford  Co.  70  Conn.  673,  41  L.R.A.  200,  66 
Am.  St.  Rep.  133,  40  Atl.  462 ;  1  Shearm.  & 
Redf.  Neg.  6th  ed.  g  196;  Hardy  v.  Shedden 
Co.  37  L.R.A.  33,  24  C.  C.  A.  261,  47  U.  S. 
App.  362,  78  Fed.  610;  Whallon  v.  Sprague 
Electric  Elevator  Co.  1  App.  Div.  264,  37 
N.  Y.  Supp.  174;  Sias  v.  Consolidated  Light- 
ing Co.  73  Vt.  35,  50  Atl.  554;  Flood  v. 
Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  181  N.  Y.  603,  80 
N.  E.  196;  Johnston  v.  Syracuse  Lighting 
Co.  103  N.  Y.  692,  127  Am.  St.  Rep.  988,  86 
N.  E.  639;  Britton  v.  Central  Union  Teleph. 
Co.  66  C.  C.  A.  698,  131  Fed.  844;  Dixon 
T.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  68  Fed.  630,  71 
Fed.  143;  Cumberland  Teleph.  Co.  v. 
Loomis,  87  Tenn.  504,  11  S.  W.  356;  Mc- 
Isaac  T.  Northampton  Electric  Lighting  Co, 
172  Mass.  89,  70  Am.  St.  Rep.  244,  51  N.  E. 
624;  Yearsley  v.  Sunset  Teleph.  &  Teleg. 
Co.  110  Cal.  236,  42  Pac.  638;  Dunlap  v. 
Richmond  &  D.  R.  Co.  81  Ga.  136;  7  S.  E. 
283;  Hughes  v.  Maiden  &  M.  Gaslight  Co. 
168  Mass.  395,  47  N.  E.  125;  Moynihan  v. 
King's  Windsor  Cement  Dry  Mortar  Co. 
168  Mass.  450,  47  N.  E.  425;  Kelson  v. 
Scott,  C.  &  Sons,  19  Sc.  Sess.  Cas.  4th 
aeries,  42S;  Robinson  v.  St.  Johnsbury  &  L. 
C.  R.  Co.  80  Vt.  129,  9  LJl.A.(N.S.)  1249, 
66  Atl.  814,  12  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1060; 
Haskell  &  B.  Car  Co.  v.  Przezdziankowski, 
170  Ind.  1,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  972,  127  Am. 
St.  Rep.  362,  83  N.  E.  626;  Stewart  &  Co. 
v.tHarman,  108  Md.  451,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
228,  70  Atl.  333. 

The  plaintiff  could  not  complain,  in  law, 
of  the  failure  of  the  Baltimore  Electrio 
Company  to  make  an  advance  inspection  of 
the  consolidated  cross-arm,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  undertaking  and  duty  of  the 
Electric  Company  with  regard  to  such  in- 
spection, as  he  himself  assumed  the  risk. 

State  use  of  Hamelin  v.  Malster,  57  Md. 
306;  State  use  of  Moret  v.  South  Baltimore 
Car  Works,  99  Md.  461,  68  Atl.  447;  Flood 
V.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  131  N.  Y.  603, 
30  N.  E.  196;  Cumberland  Teleph.  Co.  t. 
Loomis,  87  Tenn.  604,  11  S.  W.  356;  Sias 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


V.  Consolidated  Lighting  Co.  73  Vt.  35,  50 
Atl.  564;  McGuire  ▼.  Bell  Teleph.  Co.  167 
N.  Y.  208,  62  L.R.A.  437,  60  N.  E.  433; 
Mclsaac  v.  Northampton  Electric  Lighting 
Co.  supra;  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Tracy, 
52  C.  C.  A.  168,  114  Fed.  282;  Britton  v. 
Central  Union  Teleph.  Co.  65  C.  C.  A.  598, 
131  Fed.  844;  Little  Rock  &  M.  R.  Co.  v. 
Barry,  43  L.R.A.  349,  28  C.  C.  A.  644,  56 
U.  S.  App.  37,  84  Fed.  944;  LaKe  Shore  t 
M.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Fit7.patrick,  31  Ohio  St.  479. 

Messrs.  Robert  IS.  liee  and  Thomas  G. 
Hayes  for  appellee. 
• 

Boyd,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  suit  was  instituted  by  the  appellee 
against  the  Consolidated  Gas,  Electric 
Light,  &  Power  Company,  Baltimore  Elec- 
tric Company  of  Baltimore  City,  and  the 
Maryland  Telephone  Company.  At  the  end 
of  the  plaintiff's  case,  a  verdict  was  ren- 
dered in  favor  of  the  telephone  company  and 
the  case  proceeded  against  the  other  two 
companies,  resulting  in  a  verdict  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff  against  them.  We  will 
speak  of  the  first  named  as  the  "Consoli- 
dated Company,"  of  the  second  as  the 
"Electric  Company,"  and  of  the  other  as 
the  "Telephone  Company." 

There  was  a  pole  about  60  feet  high  on 
the  corner  of  Forest  avenue  and  Ware  alley, 
in  Baltimore  city,  which  was  owned  by  the 
Telephone  Company,  and  which  was  used  by 
the  three  companies,  although  the  record 
does  not  accurately  show  what  arrange- 
ment there  was  between  them.  There  were 
five  cross-arms  of  the  Telephone  Company 
at  the  top,  then  three  of  the  Electric  Com- 
pany, and  one  of  the  Consolidated  Com- 
pany. The  latter  was  about  36  feet  from 
the  ground.  On  May  21,  1907,  the  plaintiff 
and  Frank  B.  Ford,  who  were  linemen  of 
the  Electric  Company,  were  ordered  to  put 
three  cross-arms  on  this  pole,  which  we  un- 
derstand to  be  the  three  mentioned  above. 
The  plaintiff  said  that  his  duties  as  line- 
man were  to  climb  poles,  put  on  cross-arma, 
string  wires,  and  hang  transformers,  and 
Ford  spoke  also  of  putting  up  poles.  They 
had  put  two  of  the  cross-arms  on,  and  were 
about  to  put  the  third  on,  when  the  plain- 
tiff, to  quote  his  testimony,  "started  to  get 
in  position  to  do  the  work,  and  stepped  at 
this  cross-arm,  which  broke,  and  he  fell  to 
the  ground."  The  cross-arm  which  broke 
belonged  to  the  Consolidated  Company,  aid 
was  the  lowest  one  on  the  pole.  "The  plain- 
tiff testified  that  before  he  stepped  on  it 
he  looked  at  it  and  it  appeared  to  be  sound; 
that  he  could  not  have  done  the  work  with- 
out standing  on  the  arm,  because  it  was 
in  the  way;  that  he  could  not  have  stood  <» 
one  of  the  steps   (which  consisted  of  iron 
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spikes  placed  in  the  pole  about  18  inehes 
apart),  because  they  did  not  come  up  that 
far,  anJ  were  not  close  enough  to  stand  on. 
Ford  testified  that  he  told  plaintiff  to  get 
around  the  pole,  so  he  (Ford)  could  set  the 
bolts  and  put  the  nuts  on,  and,  as  plaintiff 
got  down  from  the  position  he  was  in,  he 
put  bis  foot  on  the  arm  about  18  inches 
from  the  pole,  and  over  the  top  of  the 
brace,  and  "almost  before  I  knew  anything, 
Mr.  Chambers  left  me  and  I  was  on  the 
pole  by  myself."  He  also  snid  that  was 
the  proper  place  for  the  plnintilT  to  go  to 
get  the  arm  the  way  he  wanted  it,  to  ad- 
just it  so  as  to  get  the  bolts  in,  and  that 
there  was  no  other  position  the  plaintiff 
could,  have  taken  to  do  that  work.  The 
testimony  tends  to  show  that  the  cross- 
arms  are  10  feet  long,  and  3}  by  H  inches 
thick,  and  that  the  one  that  broke  had  the 
"dry  rot"  on  the  inside.  Tlie  plaintiff  was 
very  badly  injured  by  the  fall. 

The  two  companies  ofTered  separate 
prayers.  The  Electric  Company  has  aban- 
doned its  exceptions,  excepting  those  to  the 
rejection  of  its  first,  second,  third,  and 
fourth  prayers,  and  to  overruling  its  special 
exception  to  the  plaintiff's  first  prayer, 
which  was  granted.  Those  prayers  of  that 
company  were  intended  to  take  the  case 
from  the  jury,  and  we  will  first  consider 
them.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
plaintiff  was  an  employee  of  the  Electric 
Company,  and  he  went  upon  the  pole  to  do 
certain  work  for  that  company.  The  ques- 
tion presented  by  those  prayers  is  whether 
the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  from  his 
employer,  the  Electric  Company,  for  inju- 
ries sustained  by  reason  of  the  cross-arm 
on  the  Consolidated  Company  being  defec- 
tive and  breaking  under  his  weight.  The 
ground  relied  on  in  the  declaration  for  a 
recovery  against  the  defendants  is  "that  the 
ivttenness  of  said  cross-arm  was  unknown 
and  not  obvious  to  the  plaintiff,  because  the 
paint  on  said  cross-arm  concealed  from  the 
plaintiff  the  said  rottenness;  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  said  defendants  to  said  plain- 
tiff,' when  performing  his  duties  as  lineman 
on  said  pole,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary 
care,  to  have  discovered  the  rottenness  of 
Mid  cross-arm  and  removed  the  same,  or 
warned  the  said  plaintiff  of  the  rottenness 
of  said  croas-arm.  This  the  defendants  neg- 
ligently and  carelessly  failed  to  do,"  etc. 

One  peculiarity  about  the  case  is  the 
fact  that  the  plaintiff  as  the  lineman  of 
the  Electric  Company  was  injured  by  a 
croiis-ann  which  belonged  to  the  Consoli- 
dated Company,  over  which  the  Electric 
Company  bad  no  control.  The  alleged  vio- 
lation of  duty  by  the  two  companies  is 
therefore  based  on  two  separate  grounds, — 
the  one  sending  its  employee  into  a  danger- 
2J  ULA.(N.a) 


ous  place  without  warning  him,  or  previous- 
ly examining  it,  and  the  other  maintain- 
ing a  dangerous  place.  There  is  nothing  to 
show  that  the  Electric  Company  had  the 
right  to  remove  the  defective  cross-arm, 
and  therefore  its  responsibility,  if  any, 
must  rest  on  the  failure  to  discover  the 
defect  and  warn  the  plaintiff  of  it.  It  is 
not  contended  that  it  did  make  an  ex- 
amination or  test  of  the  cross-arm,  or  did 
warn  the  plaintiff  that  it  was  defective. 
The  precise  question,  therefore,  that  pre 
sents  itself  in  limine  is  whether  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  company  to  have  inspected  the 
cross-arm  of  the  other  company  before  send- 
ing the  plaintiff  upon  the  pole.  The  general 
use  of  electricity  for  various  purposes  has 
brought  before  the  courts  many  cases  in- 
volving the  duty  v«l  non  of  inspecting  poles 
and  their  appurtenances.  The  plaintiff  tes- 
tified that  he  did  not  know  of  any  system 
of  inspecting  the  poles  this  defendant  had, 
and  there  is  no  proof  that  it  had  any  be- 
yond what  the  linemen  themselves  did.  He 
was  not,  therefore,  misled  by  any  knowledge 
of  inspection  by  the  company.  He  had 
been  engaged  in  the  work  of  lineman  for 
fourteen  years,  had  been  employed  by  ten 
other  companies,  doing  regular  lineman's 
work,  such  as  climbing  poles,  stringing 
wires,  working  on  cross-arms,  etc.  He  had 
worked  for  this  company  for  four  months 
before  he  was  injured,  and  had  previously 
worked  for  it  probably  a  year  or  so  alto- 
gether, but  had  not  worked  for  the  Consoli- 
dated Company.  He  was  an  experienced 
lineman,  and,  of  course,  knew,  as  he  tes- 
tified, that  cross-arms  sometimes  broke, 
that  they  sometimes  became  rotten  from 
one  cause  or  another,  and  that  there  was  a 
certain  amount  of  danger  in  going  on  ore. 
He  had  a  safety  belt  with  him,  and  was 
told  by  his  companion  to  put  it  on.  It  is 
not  easy  to  see,  therefore,  why  under  such 
circumstances  his  employer  should  be  held 
responsible  for  what  he  manifestly  had  as 
good  an  opportunity  to  detect  as  any  other 
employee  of  his  employer  would  have  had. 
Of  course,  if  a  company  had  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  its  lineman  a  regular  system  of 
inspection  of  the  poles  and  cross-arms,  in- 
dependent of  what  the  linemen  themselves 
would  be  supposed  to  make,  another  ques- 
tion would  arise,  for  then  the  linemen 
would  have  the  right  to  assume  that  the 
independent  inspection  had  been  made. 

It  is  therefore  not  surprising  to  find  that, 
in  the  absence  of  such  independent  inspec- 
tion, the  general  weight  of  authority  is  that 
"an  experienced  lineman  assumes  the  risk 
of  the  breaking  of  any  pole  he  is  called  upon 
to  climb  in  the  course  of  his  employment, 
if  the  defect  which  caused  the  pole  to  break 
was  not  of  original  construction,  and  that, 
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therefore,  his  employer  owes  him  no  duty  to 
inspect  the  pole  before  sending  him  upon 
it."  Note  to  Lynch  v.  Saginaw  Valley 
Traction  Co.  reported  in  21  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
774,  where  a  great  many  cases  are  cited. 
There  is  no  evidence  tending  to  show  that 
there  was  an  original  defect  in  this  cross- 
arm.  It  is  true  that  the  plaintiff  testified 
that  he  had  never  been  specially  instructed 
as  to  detecting  faults  in  cross-arms,  so  as 
to  see  whether  they  were  rotten  or  not,  but 
it  would  not  require  more  special  knowledge 
than  a.  lineman  of  ordinary  intelligence  of 
fourteen  years'  experience  would  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  to  make  such  a  test  as  would 
be  necessary  to  make  himself  reasonably 
safe.  As  was  said  in  Mclsaac  v.  Northamp- 
ton Electric  Lighting  Co.  172  Mass.  89,  70 
Am.  St.  Rep.  244,  51  N.  E.  624,  in  speak- 
ing of  linemen:  "They  easily  could  make 
any  necessary  tests  to  ascertain  the  condi- 
tion of  the  poles  as  to  soundness  without 
the  aid  of  special  inspectors,  and,  from  their 
knowledge  of  common  affairs,  could  judge 
whether  the  pole  was  safe  to  go  upon." 
And  again  iu  that  case  it  was  said  the 
plaintiff  "must  have  known  that  it  would 
be  inexpedient  and  impracticable  to  have 
a  man  or  company  of  men  to  go  and  ex- 
amine each  pole  upon  which  a  lineman  was 
about  to  work,  to  see  whether  it  would 
sustain  the  strain  which  the  work  would 
put  upon  it."  In  Sias  v.  Consolidated 
Lighting  Co.  73  Vt.  35,  50  Atl.  654,  it  was 
said  in  speaking  of  a  lineman's  examina- 
tion of  a  pole  before  going  on  it:  "It  is 
auxiliary  to  the  lineman's  principal  work, 
can  be  conveniently  made  in  connection  with 
it,  and  requires  no  separate  training.  It 
is  difficult  to  conceive  of  any  preliminary 
work  that  would  be  more  clearly  in  the  line 
of  the  servant's  duty.  It  could  hardly  be 
required  that  a  company  sending  out  a 
gang  of  men  to  repair  its  line  should  send 
other  men  before  them  to  inspect  the  poles, 
and  determine  which  could  safely  be 
climbed  without  the  taking  of  precautions." 
In  McGorty  v.  Southern  New  England 
Teleph.  Co.,  69  Conn.  635,  61  Am.  St.  Rep. 
62,  38  Atl.  359,  referred  to  In  Stewart  & 
Co.  v.  Harman,  108  Md.  461,  20  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  228,  70  Atl.  333,  it  was  said:  "It 
cannot  be  laid  down  as  a  proposition  of  law, 
as  seems  to  be  claimed  by  plaintiff's  coun- 
sel, that  the  linemen  of  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone companies  liave  a  right  to  rely  upon 
the  soundness  and  safety  of  the  poles  upon 
which  they  are  working,  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  such  companies  to  inspect  and  test 
poles,  and  support  such  as  are  insecure,  be- 
fore permitting  their  linemen  to  climb  them. 
Whether  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  master 
or  the  servant  to  perform  such  a  duty  is 
usually  a  question  of  fact,  depending  upon 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  terms  of  the  contract  of  employment, 
the  servant's  knowledge  of  the  hazards  of 
the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged,  his  abil- 
ity and  opportunity  to  discover  the  dangers 
to  which  he  is  exposed  and  to  avoid  them, 
and  upon  other  circumstances."  The  same 
rule  is  applicable  to  the  cross-aims  upon 
electric  poles.  In  Flood  v.  Western  U. 
Teleg.  Co.  131  N.  Y.  603,  30  N.  E.  196,  a 
lineman  was  killed  by  the  breaking  of  a 
cross-arm  on  which  he  sat  while  working  on 
one  of  the  defendant's  poles.  It  was  there 
said:  "The  defendant  had  a  system  of  .in- 
spection which  appears  to  have  been  all  that 
was  practicable.  Its  inspectors  went  along 
the  line  of  telegraph  poles  and  wires,  and 
carefully  looked  at  them,  and  tried  the 
poles  to  see  if  they  were  still  strong  and 
adequate.  They  were  provided  with  arms, 
so  that,  if  they  discovered  any  that  were 
insufGcient,  they  could  replace  them.  They 
were  not  expected  to  climb  up  every  pole 
and  examine  the  arms  thereon.  Such  an 
inspection  would  be  manifestly  impractica- 
ble and  unnecessary.  The  linemen  all  dis- 
charge their  duties  in  the  daytime. .  They 
have  frequent  occasion  to  climb  the  poles 
and  work  about  the  arms,  and  obviously 
they  are  the  persons  who  are  expected  to 
see  the  condition  of  the  arms,  and,  if  they 
find  them  insufficient,  to  replace  them  or 
to  report  the  fact.  It  is  the  obvious  duty 
of  every  lineman  before  going  upon  one  of 
these  arms  many  feet  above  the  earth  to 
inspect  it  for  his  own  safety."  See  also 
Jotinston  V.  Syracuse  Lighting  Co.  193  N. 
Y.  592,  127  Am.  St.  Rep.  988,  86  N.  E.  539; 
Britton  v.  Central  Union  Teleph.  Co.  65  C. 
C.  A.  598,  131  Fed.  844;  RoberU  v.  Mis- 
souri &  K.  Teleph.  Co.  166  Mo.  371,  66  S. 
W.  155;  Southern  Bell  Teleph.  &  Teleg.  Co. 
V.  Stames,  122  Ga.  602,  50  S.  E.  343,  al- 
though the  latter  was  in  part  governed  by 
a  statute. 

Many  other  cases  might  be  cited,  but 
those  above  are  sufficient  to  show  the  trend 
of  the  decisions,  and  others  can  be  found 
referred  to  in  the  note  and  cases  we  have 
mentioned.  While  the  facts  necessarily  dif- 
fer in  them,  the  general  rule  to  be  deduced 
from  them  may  be  thus  stated:  When  the 
employer  has  no  independent  system  of  in- 
spection of  poles,  cross-arms,  steps,  etc., 
and  the  lineman  has  no  reason  to  believe 
that  such  inspection  is  made,  he  has  no 
right  to  rely  on  the  employer  for  such  in- 
spection, but  must  make  such  tests  himself 
as  may  be  necessary  to  ascertain  whether 
it  is  safe  to  go  upon  them,  and  cannot  hold 
the  employer  responsible  for  injuries  re- 
ceived by  him  by  such  poles,  cross-arms,  or 
steps  giving  way,  unless  there  was  some 
defect  in  them  when  they  were  originally 
placed    in   position,   or   the   employer   had 
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some  knowledge  of  the  defect,  which  was 
not  communicated  to  the  lineman,  provided, 
of  course,  the  lineman  is  not  such  an  inex- 
perienced person  as  is  entitled  to  be  in- 
structed as  to  the  danger.  Of  course,  there 
may  be  some  exceptions  to  such  a  general 
rule,  but  we  find  nothing  in  this  record  that 
would  take  the  case  out  of  it.  There  is 
more  reason  to  apply  such  a  rule  to  cross- 
arms  than  to  poles,  for  there  are  usually 
80  many  more  of  them,  and,  as  said  in 
Flood's  Case,  supra,  inspectors  "were  not 
expected  to  climb  up  every  pole  and  exam- 
ine the  arms  thereon.  Such  an  inspection 
would  be  manifestly  impracticable  and  un- 
necessary." Indeed,  it  is  far  safer  for  the 
linemen  themselves  to  make  the  inspection 
and  such  tests  as  may  be  necessary  for 
their  safety,  as  they  would  do  so  at  the 
very  time  they  went  upon  them,  while  in 
many  instances  that  would  be  impossible 
if  separate  inspectors  were  relied  on.  This 
doctrine  is  not  in  conflict  with  the  one  we 
have  so  often  announced,  that  the  master 
must  furnish  a  reasonably  safe  place  for 
his  servant  to  work  in,  as  that  is  always 
subject  to  the  qualification  that,  when  a 
servant  knowingly  engages  in  dangerous 
work,  he  must  not  rely  alone  on  such  rule, 
but  he  assumes  the  risk  incident  to,  such 
dangerous  place.  The  plaintiff  was  told  by 
his  companion  "to  get  his  safety  and  to 
get  around  here  (indicating)  so  I  could  set 
them  both,"  and  he  gave  as  a  reason  for 
not  using  the  safety  that  he  did  not  have 
time,  meaning  that  he  fell  before  he  put 
it  on.  But,  if  he  had  taken  time  to  use  the 
precautions  which  were  at  hand,  he  would 
have  escaped  this  unfortunate  accident.  Tn 
Stewart  &  Co.  v.  Harman,  108  Md.  440, 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  228,  70  Atl.  333,  we  quoted 
from  Buswell  on  Personal  Injuries,  §  204, 
that:  "The  principle  is  that,  where  a  serv- 
ant has  as  good  opportunity  as  the  master 
to  ascertain  and  avoid  the  danger  himself, 
he  will  have  no  recourse  against  the  master 
in  case  he  is  injured  thereby,  and  he  accepts 
the  employment  upon  this  implied  condi- 
tion." Then,  after  quoting  from  McGorty 
V.  Southern  New  England  Teleph.  Co. 
•upra.  Judge  Worthington  said :  "And  it  was 
determined  under  the  circumstances  of  that 
«ase  'that  each  lineman  should  look  out 
for  his  own  safety  in  climbing  poles,'  and 
that  the  master  was  not  guilty  of  negli- 
gence for  failure  to  provide  a  system  of 
independent  inspection." 

The  appellee  quotes  in  his  brief  an  ex- 
pression used  by  this  court  in  Maryland 
Teleph.  &  Teleg.  Co.  v.  aoman,  97  Md!  620, 
55  Atl.  681,  that  "it  was  the  duty  of  the 
plaintiff,  if  he  relied  on  failure  to  inspect,  to 
have  offered  some  testimony  which  would 
have  justified  the  jury  in  finding  that  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
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defect  causing  the  injury  was  one  which 
could  have  been  discovered  by  the  usual  and 
ordinary  methods  of  inspection  commonly 
adopted  by  those  in  the  same  kind  of  busi- 
ness which  was  conducted  by  the  defend- 
ant,"— and  he  claims  there  was  such  tes- 
timony. That  statement  was  quoted  from 
South  Baltimore. Car  Works  v.  Schaefer,  96 
Md.  88,  94  Am.  St.  Rep.  560,  53  Atl.  665, 
but,  while  the  expression  was  applicable  in 
both  of  those  cases,  it  is  not  here.  In  the 
Cloman  Case  the  defui-t  relied  on  was  a 
knot  in  a  cross-arm,  which,  of  course,  was 
there  before  the  cross-arm  was  put  in  posi- 
tion, and  the  question  was  whether  the 
company's  agents  could  have  discovered  it 
by  such  inspection  as  is  usual  in  such  cases, 
but  there  is  no  evidence  that  there  was  any 
defect  in  the  original  construction  of  this 
cross-arm  or  in  the  wood  of  which  it  was 
made.  If  there  had  been,  the  further  ques- 
tion would  have  arisen  as  to  how  far  the 
Electric  Company  could  be  held  responsible 
for  it,  inasmuch  as  the  Consolidated  Com- 
pany, and  not  the  Electric  Company,  was 
the  owner  of  the  cross-arm.  In  Schaefer's 
Case  there  was  machinery  which  not  only 
required  care  in  the  original  purchase,  but 
it  is  the  duty  of  an  employer  to.  have  such 
inspection  of  machinery  of  that  character 
after  it  is  put  in  use,  as  is  commonly 
adopted  by  those  engaged  in  the  same  kind 
of  business.  In  many  instances  the  em- 
ployee who  runs  a  machine  would  be  utter- 
ly incapable  of  detecting  defects  which  may 
prove  dangerous  and  disastrous;  but  surely 
no  man  is  a  competent  lineman,  who,  after 
fourteen  years  of  experience,  cannot  tell  by 
such  tests  as  independent  inspectors  would 
adopt,  as  well  as  they  could,  whether  a 
cross-arm  is  safe  to  place  his  weight  upon 
it  in  addition  to  the  weight  of  the  wires  it 
is  intended  to  carry.  A  careful  man,  or 
even  a  careful  boy,  will  generally  make 
some  test  of  a  limb  of  a  tree  before  he 
places  his  whole  weight  upon  it,  if  it  be  of 
such  size  or  appearance  as  to  suggest  it 
may  give  way. 

Nor  are  such  cases  as  Crawford  v.  United 
R.  &  Electric  Co.  101  Md.  402;  70  LJI.A. 
489,  61  Atl.  287,  and  Maryland,  D.  &  V.  R. 
Co.  v.  Brown,  109  Md.  304,  71  Atl.  1005, 
applicable  to  this.  It  was  said  in  Craw- 
ford's Case  that,  "when  the  business  of  the 
master  is  such  that  the  safety  of  one  serv- 
ant depends  upon  the  way  in  which  other 
servants  do  their  work,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  master  to  adopt,  promulgate,  and  en- 
force reasonable  and  sufficient  rules  to  pro- 
tect and  promote  the  safety  of  its  em- 
ployees exposed  to  danger."  "rhere  can  be  no 
doubt  about  that,  and,  when  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  master  to  inspect,  he  should  have  a  sys- 
tem of  rules  providing  for  proper  inspection. 
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which  wouM  be  rigidly  enforced.  Crawford 
was  a  conductor,  and  it  was  not  his  duty 
to  inspect  the  car  before  he  took  charge 
of  it  to  see  whether  the  hand-hold  which 
caused  his  injury  was  in  proper  condition. 
So  in  Brown's  Case  he  was  injured  by  a 
collision  between  his  train  and  a  runaway 
engine.  It  was  not  his  business  to  inspect 
the  engine  which  came  in  collision  with  the 
one  he  was  driving.  In  cases  of  that  char- 
acter, the  servant  has  the  right  to  expect 
and  require  the  master  to  make  such  in- 
spections as  are  customary  and  proper;  but, 
in  this  case,  where  the  plaintiff  had  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  independent  in- 
spectors were  employed  to  inspect  or  test 
the  cross-arms,  where  there  is  no  evidence 
that  the  company  had  ever  undertaken  to 
have  such  inspection,  and  where  there  is  no 
necessity  shown  for  it,  as  the  plaintifl 
could  have  tested  it  as  well,  and  perhaps 
better,  than  if  it  had  been  done  at  stated 
intervals  by  others,  there  was  no  such  duty 
resting  upon  the  company. 

So,  without  further  discussing  the  cases, 
or  inquiring  how  far  the  fact  that  the 
cross-arm  belonged  to  another  company 
would  relieve  the  Electric  Company,  if  oth- 
erwise responsible,  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover  against  it. 

It  only  remains  to  briefly  consider  his 
right  to  recover  against  the  Consolidated 
Company.  Assuming  that  there  is  no  doubt 
about  the  right  of  the  plaintiff,  as  the  serv- 
ant of  the  Electric  Company,  to  go  on  this 
pole,  and  that,  if  that  company  could  have 
been  held  responsible,  the  Consolidated 
Company  could  likewise  have  been  so  held, 
as  the  owner  of  the  cross-arm,  and  hence 
owing  a  duty  to  the  servants  of  the  other 
companies  having  the  use  of  the  pole  to 
exercise  care,  what  is  the  standard  of  that 
care?  It  is  said  in  the  note  to  Cleveland, 
C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  V.  Berry,  reported  in 
46  L.RA.  on  page  52,  that  "the  standard 
of  that  care  is  virtually  identical  with  the 
standard  exacted  from  a  master  to  his 
own  servant;"  and  that  must  be  a  correct 
statement  of  the  rule.  There  is  no  con< 
tractual  liability  to  the  servant  of  another 
person,  although  there  may  be  in  some  in- 
stances a  duty  which  the  owner  owes  him, 
if  he  authorized  him  to  go  upon  his  prop- 
erty, but,  as  we  have  determined  that  the 
Electric  Company  is  not  responsible  under 
tDe  circumstances,  it  would  seem  to  be 
clear'  that  the  Consolidated  Company  cannot 
be  held  liable  merely  because  it  was  the 
owner  of  the  cross-arm.  Much  of  what  we 
have  said  above  is  applicable  to  this  branch 
of  the  case.  If  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
plaintiff,  as  we  have  said  it  was,  to  rely 
on  his  own  inspection  and  tests  as  between 
him  and  his  employer,  it  was  equally  so  as 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


between  him  and  the  Consolidated  Com- 
pany, which  owned  the  cross-arm.  There 
is  no  evidence  to  show  that  it  was  aware 
of  its  defective  condition,  and,  if  it  could 
not  be  detected  by  the  plaintiff,  if  he  made 
a  proper  examination,  there  is  nothing  to 
show  it  could  have  been  by  the  Consol- 
idated Company's  •  agents,  and,  if  it  could 
have  been  detected  by  the  plaintiff  by  the 
use  of  ordinary  care,  then,  of  course,  he 
could  not  hold  this  defendant  responsible. 
So,  although  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the 
plaintiff  for  this  unfortunate  accident,  we 
feel  constrained  under  the  law  to  reverse 
the  judgment,  and,  as  there  can  be  no  re- 
covery, a  new  trial  will  not  be  awarded. 

Judgment  reversed,  without  awarding  a 
new  trial,  the  appellee  to  pay  the  costs. 


OHIO  supreme;  court. 

STATE  OF  OHIO   EX   REL.   JAMES  C. 

MORRIS 

v. 

JOHN  SULLIVAN. 

(81  Ohio  St.  79,  90  N.  E.  146.) 

Officer  —  prospective     appointment  — 
potver  of  incumbent. 

1.  The  well-settled  rule  of  the  common 
law  forbids  that  an  officer  clothed  with  pow- 
er of  appointment  to  a  public  office  shall 
forestall  the  rights  and  prerogative  of  his 
successor  by  making  a  prospective  appoint- 
ment to  fill  an  anticipated  vacancy  in  an 
office  the  term  of  which  cannot  begin  until 
after  his  own  term  and  power  to  appoint 
have  expired. 

Same  —  railroad  commission  —  authori- 
ty of  governor. 

2.  This  established  rule  of  the  common 
law  is  neither  abrogated  nor  modified  by 
the  provisions  of  §  1  of  the  act  of  the  general 
assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio  passed  April 

Headnotes  by  the  Coubt. 


Note.  —  May  officer  maJee  a  prospective 
appointment  the  term  of  tohich  can- 
not hegin  untU  after  Ms  oton  term 
has  expired. 

The  statement  in  the  forgoing  case  of  the 
common-law  rule  on  this  point  is  fully 
borne  out  by  the  authorities. 

An  appointment  to  office  in  anticipation 
of  a  vacancy  therein  is  good  only  in  case 
the  officer  making  the  appointment  is  still 
in  office  when  the  vacancy  occurs.  People  v. 
Fitzgerald,  180  N.  Y.  260,  73  N.  E.  55; 
Towne  v.  Porter,  128  App.  Div.  717,  113  N. 
Y.  Supp.  758. 

A  board  of  officers  has  no  power  to  make 
a  prospective  appointment  to  an  office  that 
will  not  become  vacant  during  the  term  of 
the  board's  officiarl  life.  People  ex  reJ. 
Sweet  v.  Ward,  107  Cal.  236.  40  Pac.  533: 
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2,  1906  (98  Ohio  Laws,  342),  creating  a 
railroad  commisaion,  and  requiring  the  gov- 
ernor to  appoint  thereto,  "in  January,  1909, 
and  biennially  thereafter,  one  commissioner 
for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  first  Mon- 
day in  February  of  such  year." 
Statute  —  construction  —  effect  of  com- 
mon law. 

3.  Statutes  are  to  be  read  and  construed 
in  the  light  of  and  with  reference  to  the 
rules  and  principles  of  the  common  law  in 
force  at  the  time  of  their  enactment,  and, 
in  giving  construction  to  a  statute,  the  leg- 
islature will  not  be  presumed  or  held  to 
have  intended  a  repeal  of  the  settled  rules 
of  the  common  law,  unless  the  language  em- 
ployed by  it  clearly  expresses  or  imports 
such  intention. 

(October  ID,  1909.) 

PETITION  for  a  writ  of  quo  warranto 
to  oust  defendant  from  the  office  of 
member  of  the  Ohio  railroad  commission  to 
which  petitioner  alleged  he  had  been  legal- 
ly appointed.  Demurrer  to  answer  over- 
ruled, and  petition  dismissed. 

Statement  by  Crew,  Ch.  J.: 

This  action  is  one  in  quo  warranto  origi- 
nally commenced  in  this  court  by  the  re- 
lator James  C.  Morris,  to  recover  possession 
of  the  office  of  member  of  the  railroad  com- 
mission of  Ohio,  to  which  office  he  claims 
to  have  been  duly  and  legally  appointed  on 
January  4,  1909,  by  Andrew  L.  Harris,  then 
governor  of  the  state  of  Ohio.  The  essen- 
tial and  controlling  facts  are  sufficiently 
stated  in  the  pleadings  of  the  parties,  and 
are  not  in  dispute. 

The  petition  of  James  C.  Morris,  the  re- 
lator herein,  alleges  and  charges  as  follows: 

"Now  comes  James  C.  Morris,  the  relator 
herein,  and  gives  the  court  to  understand 
and  be  informed:  That,  on  the  4th  day  of 
January,  1909,  Andrew  L.  Harris,  the  then 
duly  qualified  and  acting  governor  of  the 
state  of  Ohio,  duly  appointed  the  relator  to 
the  office  of  meml>er  of  the  railroad  commis- 
sion of  Ohio,  subject  to  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  senate  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  to  commence  on  the 
first  Monday  in  February,  1909,  and  to  ter- 
minate on  the  first  Monday  in  February, 


1915;  and,  on  said  4th  day  of  January,  1909, 
by  written  message  addressed  to  said  senate 
and  signed  by  said  Andrew  L.  Harris,  gover- 
nor, as  aforesaid,  duly  submitted  said  ap- 
pointment to  said  senate  for  its  confirma- 
tion. That,  on  said  4th  day  of  January, 
1909,  the  general  assembly  of  Ohio,  includ- 
ing said  senate,  was  in  session,  and  said 
message  of  said  Andrew  L.  Harris,  governor 
of  Ohio,  was  duly  received  by  said  senate 
on  said  4th  day  of  January,  1909,  and,  by 
appropriate  action  on  the  part  of  said  sen- 
ate, the  said  appointment  of  the  relator  to 
said  office  was  duly  assented  to  and  con- 
firmed by  said  senate.  That  thereupon,  on 
the  6  th  day-  of* January,  1909,  the  said  An- 
drew L.  Harris,  governor  of  Ohio,  duly  is- 
sued to  the  relator  a  commission  to  serve 
as  a  member  of  said  railroad  commission  of 
Ohio  for  said  term  beginning  on  the  first 
Monday  in  February,  1909,  and  ending  on 
the  first  Monday  in  February,  1915,  which 
commission  was  duly  signed  by  said  Andrew 
L.  Harris,  governor,  as  aforesaid,  and  was 
duly  countersigned  by  Carmi  A.  Thompson, 
who  then  was  the  duly  elected,  qualified, 
and  acting  secretary  of  state  of  the  state 
of  Ohio.  And  thereupon,  on  the  29th  day 
of  January,  1909,  the  relator  took  and  sub- 
scribed the  constitutional  oath,  as  an  officer 
of  the  state  of  Ohio,  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  that  he 
would  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
office  as  a  member  of  the  railroad  commis- 
sion of  Ohio,  to  which  he  lutd  been  appointed 
according  to  law,  to  the  best  of  his  ability; 
and  further  took  and  subscribed  an  oath 
that  he  was  not  pecuniarily  interested  in 
any  railroad  in  the  state  of  Ohio  or  else- 
where, and  that  he  did  not  then  hold  any 
other  office  of  profit,  and  that  he  did  not 
then  hold  any  position  under  any  political 
committee  or  party,  which  oath  was,  on 
said  date  last  aforesaid,  duly  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  said  secretary  of  state.  That, 
then  and  thereby,  the  relator  was  duly  com- 
missioned a  member  of  the  railroad  com- 
mission of  Ohio  under  said  appointment, 
and  lawfully  entitled  to  exercise  the  powers 
and  duties  and  to  receive  the  fees  and 
emoluments  of  said  office  during  said  term 


Ivy  T.  Lusk,  11  La.  Ann.  486;  State  ex  rel. 
Bownes  v.  Meehan,  45  N.  J.  L.  189;  Dickin- 
son V.  Jersey  City,  68  N.  J.  L.  99,  52  Atl. 
278;  State  ex  rel.  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Thompson, 
9  Ohio  C.  C.  161. 

State  ex  rel.  Lucders  v.  Ermston,  14  Ohio 
C.  C.  614,  affirmed  in  57  Ohio  St.  665,  60 
X.  E.  1129,  wherein  it  appeared  that,  by  ex- 
press statutory  provision,  a  prospective  ap- 
pointment was  authorized,  is  cited  and  set 
out  in  State  ex  bei,.  Mobris  v.  Sullivan. 

The  rule  that  an  officer  whose  term  will 
expire  before  the  vacancy  in  question  oc- 
26  LJLA.(N.S.) 


curs  cannot  make  a  valid  prospective  ap- 
pointment is  also  impliedly  recognized  in 
cases  like  State  ex  rel.  Whitney  v.  Van 
Buakirk,  40  N.  J.  L. '463;  State  ex  rel. 
Chi  Ids  V.  O'Leary,  64  Minn.  207,  66  N.  W. 
264,  nnd  others  that  might  bo  mentioned,  de- 
claring that  the  prospective  appointment  to 
fill  a  vacancy  sure  to  occur  in  a  public 
office,  made  by  an  officer  who,  or  a  body 
which,  as  then  constituted,  is  empowered  to 
fill  the  vacancy  when  it  arises,  is,  in  the 
absence  of  a  law  forbidding  it,  a  valid  ap- 
pointment. 
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beginning  on  the  firet  Monday  in  February, 
1909,  and  ending  on  the  first  Monday  in 
February,  1915.  .  But  the  relator  avera  that 
the  defendant,  John  Sullivan,  has  usurped 
and  unlawfully  holds  and  exercises  said 
office,  and,  as  such  officer,  assumes  to  do 
and  perform  all  and  singular  the  duties  per- 
taining to  said  office,  and  to  receive  the  fees 
and  emoluments  thereof,  to  the  exclusion 
and  against  the  rights  of  the  relator,  and 
under  a  claim  of  appointment  to  said  office 
by  Judson  Harmon,  governor  of  Ohio,  and 
a  confirmation  thereof  by  the  senate  of  the 
state  of  Ohio,  and  a  commission  issued  in 
pursuance  of  said  appointment  and  con- 
firmation thereof  by  said  Judson  Harmon, 
governor  of  Ohio.  But  the  relator  avers 
that  the  said  pretended  appointment  of  the 
defendant  by  the  said  Judson  Harmon,  gov- 
ernor of  Ohio,  was  made  long  subsequent  to 
the  appointment  and  qualification  of  the 
relator  to  said  office,  and  after  the  right 
and  title  of  the  relator  to  said  office  had 
become  fixed  and  absolute.  Wherefore  re- 
lator prays  that  defendant  be  required  to 
answer  by  what  warrant  he  claims  to  have, 
use,  exercise,  and  enjoy  said  office  of  mem- 
ber of  the  railroad  commission  of  Ohio,  and 
that  he  be  adjudged  not  entitled  thereto, 
and  that  judgment  of  ouster  therefrom  may 
be  pronounced  against  him,  and  that  the 
relator  may  be  adjudged  entitled  to  said 
office  and  its  franchises." 

To  this  petition  the  defendant,  John  Sul- 
livan, filed  the  following  answer: 

"Now  comes  John  Sullivan  the  defendant 
herein,  and,  for  answer  to  the  petition  of 
the  relator,  denies  that,  on  the  4th  day  of 
January,  1909,  or  at  any  other  time,  the 
relator  was  duly  appointed  to  the  office  of 
member  of  the  railroad  commission  of  Ohio, 
for  the  term  of  six  years,  to  commence  on 
the  first  Monday  in  February,  1909,  and  to 
terminate  on  the  first  Monday  in  February, 
1915.  He  denies  that,  on  the  4th  day  of 
January,  1909,  or  at  any  other  time,  the 
governor  of  Ohio  duly  submitted  said  al- 
leged appointment  to  the  senate  of  Ohio  for 
its  confirmation.  He  denies  that,  on  the 
4th  day  of  January,  1909  or  at  any  other 
time  the  senate  of  Ohio  duly  assented  to 
and  confirmed  said  alleged  appointment.  He 
denies  that  on  the  6th  day  of  January, 
1909,  or  at  any  other  time,  the  governor  of 
Ohio  duly  issued  to  the  relator  a  commis- 
sion to  serve  as  a  member  of  said  railroad 
commission,  for  the  term  beginning  on  the 
first  Monday  in  February,  1909,  and  ending 
on  the  first  Monday  in  February,  1915.  He 
denies  that  said  alleged  commission  was 
duly  signed  by  the  governor  of  Ohio  or  duly 
countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  state  of 
the  state  of  Ohio.  He  admits  that,  on  the 
2Sth  day  of  January,  1909,  the  relator  took 
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and  subscribed  the  oaths  mentioned  in  said 
petition.  He-  admits  that  said  Andrew  L. 
Harris,  as  governor  of  Ohio,  at  the  time 
mentioned  in  said  petition,  attempted  to 
appoint  the  relator  to  said  office,  and,  on 
said  4th  day  of  January,  1909,  submitted 
said  pretended  appointment  to  the  senate 
of  Ohio  for  its  confirmation,  and  that  said 
senate  in  due  form  of  law  assented  to  said 
alleged  appointment.  That,  on  the  5th  day 
of  January,  1909,  said  governor,  in  due  form 
of  law,  issued  to  the  relator  a  paper  pur- 
porting to  be  a  commission  to  serve  as  a 
member  of  said  railroad  commission  for  the 
term  aforesaid,  and  that  the  same  was 
countersigned  by  said  secretary  of  state; 
but  the  defendant  denies  that  the  relator 
was  then  and  thereby  duly  appointed  to 
said  office,  denies  that  his  said  pretended 
appointment  was  duly  confirmed,  denies 
that  he  was  duly  commissioned  a  member 
of  said  railroad  commission  for  said  term, 
and  denies  that  he  was  or  is  lawfully  en- 
titled to  exercise  the  powers,  or  to  receive 
the  salary  and  emoluments,  of  said  office 
for  said  term,  for  that,  on  the  3d  day  of 
November,  1908,  Judson  Harmon  was  duly 
elected  governor  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  to 
serve  for  the  term  of  two  years  commencing 
on  the  second  Monday,  which  was  the  11th 
day  of  the  month  of  January,  1909,  and,  al- 
though said  Andrew  L.  Harris  was,  on  the 
6th  day  of  January,  1909,  the  duly  quali- 
fied and  acting  governor  of  the  state  of 
Ohio,  his  term  of  office,  as  he  then  well  knew, 
would,  by  operation  of  law,  expire  on  the 
11th  day  of  January,  1909,  and  therefore 
said  Andrew  L.  Harris  had  no  lawful  right, 
power,  or  authority  to  make  said  alleged 
appointment,  and  the  senate  of  Ohio  had  no 
lawful  right,  power,  or  authority  to  confirm 
the  same. 

"Further  answering,  the  defendant  avers 
that  he  is,  and  at  the  times  stated  here- 
inafter was,  a  citizen,  resident,  inhabitant, 
and  elector  of  the  county  of  Butler,  in  the 
state  of  Ohio,  and  then  had  and  still  has  all 
the  qualifications  required  by  law  for  a 
member  of  the  railroad  commission  of  Ohio; 
that,  on  the  21st  day  of  January,  1909,  Jud- 
son Harmon,  who  then  was  the  duly  elected, 
qualified,  and  acting  governor  of  the  state 
of  Ohio,  as  such  governor,  duly  appointed 
the  defendant  a  member  of  said  commission, 
subject  to  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  to  commence  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  the  month  of  February  in  the  year 
1909,  and  to  terminate  on  the  first  Monday 
in  the  month  of  February  in  the  year  1916, 
and,  on  said  2l8t  day  of  January,  1909,  by 
a  written  message  addressed  and  transmit- 
ted to  said  senate  and  signed  by  him  as  gov* 
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emor,  as  aforesaid,  duly  submitted  said  ap- 
pointment to  said  senate  for  its  ecmflrma- 
tion;  that,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1909, 
said  senate,  by  appropriate  action  on  its 
part,  duly  assented  to,  advised,  and  con- 
firmed said  appointment  of  the  defendant  as 
a  member  of  said  railroad  commission,  and, 
on  the  5th  day  of  said  month,  notified  said 
governor  of  its  said  action;  that,  thereupon, 
on  the  6th  day  of  March,  1909,  said  Judson 
Harmon,  governor  of  Ohio,  duly  issued  to 
the  defendant  a  commission  to  serve  as  a 
member  of  said  railroad  commission,  for 
said  term  ending  on  the  first  Monday  of 
February,  1915,  which  commission  was  duly 
signed  by  said  Judson  Harmon,  governor,  as 
aforesaid,  and  was  duly  countersigned  by 
the  secretary  of  state  of  the  state  of  Ohio; 
that  thereupon,  on  the  8th  day  of  March, 
1909,  the  defendant  took  and  subscribed  the 
constitutional  oath  of  an  officer  of  the  state 
of  Ohio,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  that  he  would 
faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office 
as  a  member  of  the  railroad  commission  of 
Ohio,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  ac- 
cording to  law,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  best  of 
bis  ability,  and  further  took  and  subscribed 
an  oath  that  he  was  not  pecuniarily  inter- 
ested in  any  railroad  in  the  state  of  Ohio 
or  elsewhere,  and  that  he  did  not  then  hold 
any  other  office  of  profit,  and  that  he  did 
not  then  hold  any  position  under  any  politi- 
cal committee  or  party,  which  oath  was,  on 
said  date  last  aforesaid,  duly  filed  in  the 
office  of  said  secretary  of  State;  that,  then 
and  thereby,  the  defendant  was  duly  com- 
missioned a  member  of  the  railroad  com- 
mission of  Ohio,  and  then  was,  and  still  is, 
lawfully  entitled  to  exercise  the  powers  and 
duties,  and  to  receive  the  salary  and  emolu- 
ments, of  said  office  during  said  term,  and, 
since  the  date  last  aforesaid,  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  said  office  under  said  appoint- 
ment. 

"Wherefore  the  defendant  prays  that  the 
petition  of  the  relator  be  dismissed,  and 
that  the  defendant  be  adjudged  and  decreed 
to  be  entitled  to  said  office  as  member  of 
the  railroad  commission  of  Ohio,  for  said 
term  ending  on  the  first  Monday  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1915,  and  for  all  proper  relief." 

The  sufficiency  of  the  foregoing  answer  is 
challenged  by  relator  by  a  general  demurrer 
filed  thereto,  and  the  cause  is  submitted  to 
the  court  upon  this  demurrer. 

Messrs.  Dangherty,  Todd,  &  Rarey  for 
plaintiff. 

Messrs.  Booth,  Keating,  Peters,  & 
Pomerene,  for  defendant: 

The  governor  had  no  power  to  make  an 
appointment  to  the  office  of  railroad  com- 
26  L.R-A.(N.S.) 


missioner,  which  could  not  take  effect  until 
several  weeks  after  his  own  term  of  office 
had  expired. 

Mechem,  Pub.  Off.  §  133;  State  ex  rel. 
Peters  v.  McCollister,  11  Ohio,  51;  State 
ex  rel.  Ives  v.  Choate,  11  Ohio,  511;  State 
ex  rel.  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Thompson,  9  Ohio  C.  C. 
161;  State  ex  rel.  Lueders  v.  Ermston,  14 
Ohio  C.  C.  614,  57  Ohio  St.  665,  50  N.  E. 
1129;  23  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed. 
p.  347;  Throop,  Pub.  Off,  §  92;  People  ex 
rel.  Sweet  v.  Ward,  107  Cal.  236,  40  Pac. 
538;  Ivy  .v.  Lusk,  11  La.  Ann.  4S6;  State 
ex  rel.  Bownes  v.  Meehan,  45  N.  J.  L.  189; 
State  ex  rel.  Childs  v.  O'Leary,  64  Minn. 
207,  66  N.  W.  264;  State  ex  rel.  Whitney 
v.  Van  Buskirk,  40  N.  J.  L.  463;  State  ex 
rel.  Boree  v.  Catlin,  84  Tex.  48,  19  S.  W. 
302. 

Courts  presume  that  legislators  are  fa- 
miliar with  the  common  law,  and  intend  to 
act  in  conformity  with  its  principles,  unless 
in  clear  and  express  terms  they  express  an 
intention  to  abrogate  or  modify  it. 

Allen  V.  Parish,  3  Ohio,  188;  Columbus  v. 
City  Bd.  of  Elections,  13  Ohio  S.  &  C.  P. 
Dec.  452;  Thomp.  Neg.  §  1005;  Carle  v. 
Bangor  &  P.  Canal  &  R.  Co.  43  Me.  269; 
Sullivan  y.  Mississippi  &  M.  R.  Co.  11  Iowa, 
421;  Krause  v.  Morgan,  53  Ohio  St.  26,  40 
N.  E.  886;  Felix  v.  Griffiths,  56  Ohio  St. 
39,  45  N.  E.  1092;  Grogan  v.  Garrison,  27 
Ohio  St.  50;  Andrews  v.  Lembeck,  46  Ohio 
St.  38,  15  Am.  St.  Rep.  547,  18  N.  E.  483; 
United  States  v.  Sanges,  144  U.  S.  310,  311, 
36  L.  ed.  445,  446,  12  Sup.  a.  Rep.  609; 
Heiskell  v.  Baltimore,  65  Md.  125,  57  Am. 
Rep.  308,  4  Atl.  116;  Howe  v.  Peckham,  6 
How  Pr.  229;  Johnson  v.  Fluetsch,  176  Mo. 
452,  75  S.  W.  1005;  Edwards  v.  Gaulding, 
38  Miss.  165;  Peterson  v.  Gittings,  107 
Iowa,  306,  77  N.  W.  1056;  Keech  v.  Balti- 
more &  W.  R.  Co.  17  Md.  32;  Osgood  v. 
Breed,  12  Mass.  625;  Lewis's  Sutherland, 
Constr.  2d  ed.  §  453. 

Crew,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

On  January  4,  1909,  the  relator,  James 
C.  Morris,  was  appointed  by  Andrew  L. 
Harris,  then  governor  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
to  be  a  member  of  the  railroad  commission 
of  this  state,  for  the  term  of  six  years; 
said  term  to  commence  on  the  first  Monday 
in  February,  1909,  and  to  terminate  on  the 
first  Monday  of  February,  1915.  On  the 
same  day  the  senate  of  Ohio,  being  then 
in  session,  assented  to  and  confirmed  said 
appointment.  On  the  following  day,  Janu- 
ary 5th,  Governor  Harris  issued  to  said 
James  C.  Morris  a  commission  to  serve  as 
a  member  of  said  railroad  commission,  for 
said  t^rm  of  six  years  commencing  on  the 
first  Monday  in  February,  1909     By  opera- 
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tion  of  law  the  tenn  of  office  of  Andrew 
L.  Harris  as  governor  of  Ohio  expired  at 
noon  on  January  11,  1909,  and  Judson  Har- 
mon  then  became  governor.  On  January 
21,  1909,  Governor  Harmon  appointed  the 
defendant,  John  Sullivan,  to  be  a  member 
of  aaid  railroad  commission  for  and  during 
the  same  term  for  which  Governor  Harris 
had  theretofore  named  and  appointed  the 
relator,  Morris.  Said  appointment  so  made 
by  Governor  Harmon  was,  on  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1909,  assented  to  and  confirmed 
by  the  senate,  and,  on  March  8, .  1909,  the 
defendant  Sullivan  having  received  his  com- 
mission qualified  and  entered  upon  said 
office  of  railroad  commissioner  and  has  ever 
since  continued  to  hold  the  same  and  to 
discharge  the  duties  thereof  under  and  by 
virtue  of  said  appointment.  These  facts 
being  admitted  the  question  here  presented 
is:  Had  Andrew  L.  Harris  as  governor  of 
Ohio,  the  lawful  authority  and  right  to  ap- 
point the  relator,  Morris,  to  fill  an  antici- 
pated vacancy  in  a  public  office  the  term  of 
which  could  not  begin  until  after  his  own 
term  of  office  had  expired?  It  admittedly 
is  the  well-established  general  rule  of  law 
that  an  officer  clothed  with  authority  to 
appoint  to  a  public  office  cannot,  in  the 
absence  of  express  statutory  authority, 
make  a  valid  appointment  thereto  for  a 
term  which  is  not  to  begin  until  after  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  such  appointing 
officer. 

Mechem,  in  his  work  on  Public  Offices  & 
Officers,  at  §  133,  states  the  general  rule 
as  follows:  "The  appointing  power  cannot 
forestall  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  their 
own  successors  by  appointing  successors  to 
offices  expiring  after  their  power  to  appoint 
has  itself  expired."  The  author  then  quotes 
with  approval  the  language  of  Buchanan, 
J.,  in  Ivy  V.  Lusk,  11  La.  Ann.-  486,  where 
he  says:  "That  an  appointment  thus  made 
by  anticipation  has  no  other  basis  than 
expediency  and  convenience,  and  can  only 
devise  its  binding  force  and  effect  from  the 
supposition  that  there  will  be  no  change 
of  person,  and  consequently  of  will,  on  the 
part  of  the  appointing  power,  between  the 
date  of  the  exercise  of  that  power  by  antici- 
pation, and  that  of  the  necessity  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  power  by  the  vacancy  of  the 
office."  Throop,  in  his  treatise  on  Public 
Officers  (§92),  says:  "But  it  has  been  held 
that  where  an  office  is  to  be  filled  by  ap- 
pointment by  the  governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate,  the  governor  and 
senate  cannot  forestall  their  successors,  by 
appointing  a  person  to  an  office  which  is 
then  filled  by  another,  whose  term  will  not 
expire  until  after  the  expiration  of  the 
terms  of  the  governor  and  senators,  and 
that  an  outgoing  board  of  freeholders  of  a 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


county  cannot  lawfully  appoint  a  penes  to 
an  office  which  will  not  become  vacant  dur- 
ing their  official  terms."  The  correctneat 
and  soundness  of  the  rule  and  doctrine  ai 
above  enunciated,  so  far  as  investigation 
has  disclosed  to  us,  is  not  opposed  by  anj 
of  the  authorities,  but  is  supported  by 
many,  among  which  are:  State  ex  rd. 
Bownes  v.  Meehan,  46  N.  J.  L.  189;  Peoide 
ex  rel.  Sweet  v.  Ward,  107  Cal.  236,  40  Pm, 
538;  Ivy  v.  Lusk,  supra. 

But  counsel  for  relator,  while  conceding 
the  general  rule  to  be  as  above  stated,  nev- 
ertheless contend  in  the  present  case  that 
the  appointment  of   the   relator  made  bj 
Governor  Harris  on  January  4,  1909,  was  a 
valid  exercise  of  the  appointing  power,  be- 
cause    expressly     authorized     by     statute. 
Whether,  as  claimed,  said  appointment  was 
so  authorized,  must  be  determined  accord- 
ing to  the  interpretation  and  effect  proper 
to  be  given  the  provisions  of  §  1  of  the  act 
of   the  general   assembly   of   the  state  of 
Ohio  passed  AprU  2,  1906   (98  Ohio  Laws, 
p.  342;  Rev.  Stat.  §  244-11).    Said  section, 
so  far  as  its  language  if  material  or  per- 
tinent to  the  present  inquiry,  reads  as  fol- 
lows:     "A   railroad   commission   is  hereby 
created  to  be  composed   of  three  commis- 
sioners.    Within  sixty  days  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  the  governor  shall,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate, 
appoint   such  commissioners;   but  no  com- 
missioner so  appointed  shall  be  qualified  to 
act  until  so  confirmed,  unless  appointed  dur- 
ing the  adjournment  of  said  senate.    The 
term  of  one  such  appointee  shall  terminate 
on  the  first  Monday  in  February,  1909;  the 
term  of  the  second  such  appointee  shall  ter- 
minate on  the  first  Monday   in   February, 
1911;  and  the  term  of  the  third  such  ap- 
pointee shall  terminate  on  the  first  Monday 
in  February,  1913.     In  January,  1909,  and 
biennially    thereafter,    there    shall    be    ap- 
pointed and  confirmed,  in  the  same  manner, 
one  commissioner  for  the  term  of  six  years 
from  the  first  Monday  in  February  of  such 
year.    Each  commissioner  so  appointed  shall 
hold  his  office  until  his  successor  is  appoint- 
ed  and   qualified.     Any    vacancy   shall   be 
filled  by  appointment  by  the  governor  for 
the  unexpired  term,  subject  to  confirmation 
of  the  senate,  but  any  such  appointment 
shall  be  in  full  force  until  acted  upon  by 
the  senate."    It  will  be  observed  that,  while 
the  above  section  provides  that  the  original 
appointments  to  be  made  by  the  governor 
thereunder   are   to   be   made    within   sixty 
days  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  the  only 
provision  or  requirement  as  to  subsequent 
appointments  is  that  in  January,  1909,  and 
biennially  thereafter,  the  governor  shall  ap- 
point one  commissioner  for  the  term  of  six 
years,  the  term  of  such  appointee  to  corn- 
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Benee  on  the  ftrat  Hond&y  of  February 
following  nid  appointment.  In  other  words, 
the  legislature,  by  way  of  fixing  the  time 
witen  lueh  lubsequent  appointments  should 
b*  made,  enacted  and  required  only  that 
they  should  be  made  biennially  during  the 
month  of  January.  If  the  statute  had  been 
wholly  silent  as  to  the  time  such  future 
appointments  were  to  be  made,  then,  ad- 
mittedly, Governor  Harris,  because  of  the 
rule  above  stated,  would  have  been  without 
lawful  authority  or  right  to  appoint  relator 
to  an  office  the  term  of  which  could  not 
begin  until  after  his  own  term  as  governor 
had  expired. 

Can  it  be  affirmed,  then,  upon  a  considera- 
tion of  this  statute,  that  the  necessary  ef- 
fect of  the  provision  requiring  appointments 
to  be  made  in  January  is  to  abrogate  the 
well-established  rule  of  the  common  law, 
which  forbids  a  prospective  appointment  to 
an  office  not  to  become  vacant  until  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  the  appointing 
officer;  or  that  it  was  the  purpose  and  in- 
tent of  the  legislature,  in  thus  fixing  the 
time  when  appointments  should  be  made,  to 
thereby  so  modify  and  alter  the  rule  of  the 
common  law  aa  to  authorize  and  empower 
an  outgoing  governor  "to  forestall  the  rights 
and  prerogatives  of  his  own  successor,  by 
appointing  a  successor  to  an  office  expiring 
after  his  power  to  appoint  had  itself  ex- 
pired?" The  established  canons  of  con- 
struction forbid  such  interpretation,  unless 
the  plain  language  of  the  statute  impera- 
tively requires  it.  The  statute  must  be 
read  and  construed  in  the  light  of  the  com- 
mon law  in  force  at  the  time  of  its  enact- 
ment, and  the  legislature  will  not  be  pre- 
inmed  or  held  to  have  intended  the  re- 
peal or  modification  of  a  well-settled  rule 
of  the  common  law  then  in  force,  unless  the 
language  employed  by  it  clearly  imports 
auch  intention.  Ko  such  language  is  found 
in  this  statute.  Hence  no  such  legislative 
intent  is  shown  or  can  be  presumed.  Peter- 
son T.  Gittings,  107  Iowa,  306,  77  N.  W. 
1056;  Johnson  v.  Fluetsch,  176  Mo.  452,  75 
8.  W.  1005;  Edwards  v.  Gaulding,  38  Miss. 
118;  Keech  v.  Baltimore  &  W.  R.  Co.  17 
Md.  32;  Lewis's  Sutherland  Stat.  Constr. 
i  454;  1  Kent,  Com.  bottom  paging  551; 
MaxwpU,  Interpretation  of  Statutes,  pp.  121, 
122;  Dwarris,  Statutes,  185;  26  Am.  &  Eng. 
£nc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  662.  The  record  in  this 
case  affirmatively  discloses  that,  at  the  time 
Governor  Harris  appointed  relator  to  be  a 
member  of  the  railroad  commission  of  Ohio, 
no  present  necessity  then  existed  for  the 
making  of  such  appointment.  The  appoint- 
ment so  made  by  bim  on  January  4,  1909, 
wss  not  made  to  fill  an  existing  vacancy, 
but  a  vacancy  to  arise  during  the  term  of 
his  successor,  and  after  hia  own  power  to 


appoint  thereto  had,  by  operation  of  law, 
expired.  This  statute,  although  requiring 
such  executive  appointments  to  be  made  in 
January,  neither  in  express  terms,  nor  by 
necessary  implication  from  the  language 
therein  employed,  imposes  or  enjoins  upon 
the  outgoing  governor  the  duty  of  making 
such  appointment.  Hence  the  rule  of  the 
common  law  which  positively  forbids  his 
making  the  same  is  not  changed  or  affected 
by  the  statute,  but  continues  and  remains 
in  full  force  and  effect,  and  must  therefore 
control  and  govern.  The  case  of  State  ex 
rel.  Lueders  v.  Ermston,  14  Ohio  0.  0.  614, 
affirmed  by  this  court  in  Ermston  v.  State, 
57  Ohio  St.  665,  60  N.  E.  1129,  "on  the 
grounds  stated  by  the  circuit  court,"  is  cited 
by  counsel  for  relator  as  sustaining  their 
contention  in  the  present  case.  The  statute 
before  the  court  for  construction  in  that 
case  was,  in  its  terms  and  essential  require- 
ments, materially  different  from  the  statute 
here  under  review,  and  the  reasoning  and 
opinion  of  the  court  in  that  case,  so  far 
from  being  opposed  to  the  conclusion  reached 
by  us  in  the  present  case,  is,  we  think,  in 
entire  accord  and  harmony  therewith.  The 
syllabus  in  that  case  is  as  follows:  "When 
authority  is  given  to  an  officer  to  make  an 
appointment,  such  officer  cannot  make  an 
appointment  the  term  of  which  is  to  begin 
after  the  expiration  of  his  term;  but  when 
the  statute  expressly  provides  that  the  ap- 
pointment shall  be  made  on  a  certain  day, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  aa  practicable,  the 
appointment  may  be  made,  notwithstanding 
that  the  term  of  such  appointee  would  com- 
mence after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
the  appointing  officer." 

In  the  present  case,  for  the  reasons  here- 
inbefore stated,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
facts  pleaded  in  defendant's  answer  suffi- 
ciently show  that  the  appointment  of  re- 
lator to  be  a  member  of  the  railroad  com- 
mission of  Ohio  was  without  right  or  au- 
thority of  law,  and  the  demurrer  to  said 
answer  will  be  overruled,  and  the  petition 
of  relator  dismissed. 

Demurrer  to  answer  overruled,  and  peti- 
tion dismissed. 

Snnuners,  Spear,  Davis,  Shanck,  and 
Price,  JJ.,  concur. 
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B.   L.  MUIR,  Respt., 

V. 

M.  FRANCIS  KANE  and  Wife,  Appts. 

(6S  Wash.  131,  104  Pac.  153.) 

Contract  ^  consideration  —  moral  obll- 
gation. 
The  moral  obligation  to  pay  for  services 
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of  a  real  estate  broker  under  a  contract  xtn- 
enforceable,  because  not  in  writing,  is  suf- 
ficient to  support  a  subsequent  written 
agreement  to  make  such  payment. 

(October  4,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  King  County 
in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  on  a  written  instrument  for  the  pay- 
ment of  commissions  for  the  sale  of  real 
estate.    Affirmed. 

The  facta  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.  Rice  &  Frank  for  appellants. 
Mr.  F.  J.  Carver  for  respondent. 

Fnllerton,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  respondent  brought  this  action  to 
recover  of  the  appellants  the  simi  of  $200, 
alleged  to  be  due  pursuant  to  a  written 
agreement  executed  and  delivered  to  him 
by  the  appellants,  whereby  they  agreed  to 


pay  him  the  sum  of  $200  for  his  services  in 
selling  for  appellants  a  certain  tract  of  real 
property.  Issue  was  taken  on  the  com- 
plaint, and  a  trial  had  thereon  which  re- 
sulted in  a  judgment  in  his  favor  for  the 
amount  claimed  to  be  due.  The  case  was 
tried  by  the  court  sitting  without  a  jury. 
No  question  is  raised  as  to  the  correctness 
of  the  facts  found,  but  the  case  is  here  on 
the  question  whether  these  facts  justify  the 
judgment  of  the  court. 

The  court's  findings  of  fact  are  a«  fol- 
lows: 

"(1)  That  now  and  at  all  times  herein 
referred  to,  tlie  plaintiff  is  and  was  doing 
a  general  real  estate  business  in  Seattle, 
Washington,  under  the  firm  name  and  style 
of  B.  L.  Muir  &  Company,  being  the  sole 
owner  thereof. 

"(2)  That  now  and  at  all  times  con- 
cerned herein,  the  defendants  are  and  were 
husband  and  wife. 

"(3)   That  on  or  about  the  Zlst  day  of 


Jfote,  ^  Moral  obligation  as  conaidera- 
tton  for  an  express  promise. 

This  question  was  treated  in  the  note 
to  Trimble  v.  Rudy,  53  L.R.A.  353,  and  the 
cases  there  cited  will  not  be  repeated  in  this 
note,  except  incidentally,  in  connection 
with  the  discussion  of  the  later  cases. 

As  to  whether  a  moral  obligation  arising 
from  relationship  affords  a  suificient  consid- 
eration to  support  a  promise  to  become  re- 
sponsible for  another's  debt,  see  note 
to  Widger  v.  Baxter,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  436; 
and  as  to  validity  of  husband's  promise  to 
pay  debt  contracted  bv  wife,  see  note  to 
Shuman  v.  Steinel,  7  L.R.A.(N.8.)   1048. 

As  to  validity  of  new  promise  by  woman, 
after  discoverture  to  pay  debt  incurred 
during  coverture,  see  note  to  Gilbert  v. 
Brown,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)   1053. 

Upon  the  somewhat  allied  questions  as  to 
validity  of  a  promise  of  additional  compen- 
sation for  completing  an  executory  contract 
other  than  a  contract  for  the  payment  of 
money,  see  note  to  Linz  v.  Schuck,  11 
L.R.A.(N.8.)  7S9;  and  as  to  payment  of 
part  of  a  liquidated  and  undisputed  debt  as 
a  consideration  for  the  discharge  of  the 
whole  debt,  see  notes  to  Melroy  v.  Kemmer- 
er,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1018;  Ex  parte  Zicgler, 
21  L.R.A.(N.S.)    1005. 

As  shown  in  the  note  in  53  L.R.A.  353, 
the  doctrine  which  formerly  had  some  sup- 
port in  the  early  cases,  that  a  mere  moral 
obligation  is  a  sufficient  consideration  to 
support  a  promise,  was  in  its  broad  scope 
challenged  and  practically  overthrown  by 
the  note  to  the  case  of  VVennall  v.  Adncy, 
3  Bos.  &  P.  249.  The  courts  have  very  gen- 
erally approved  and  adopted  the  doctrine 
laid  down  by  that  writer  in  the  following 
terms:  "An  express  promise,  therefore,  as 
it  should  seem,  can  only  revive  a  precedent 
good  consideration  which  might  have  been 
enforced  at  law  through  the  medium  of  an 
20  L.K.A.(N.S.) 


implied  promise  had  it  not  been  suspended 
by  some  positive  rule  of  law;  but  can  give 
no  original  right  of  action,  if  the  obligation 
on  which  it  is  founded  never  could  have 
been  enforced  at  law,  though  not  barred  by 
any  legal  maxim  or  statute  provision." 

For  the  purposes  of  discussion  of  this 
question,  the  cases  presenting  the  question 
whether  a  moral  obligation  will  sustain  an 
express  promise  may  be  divided  into  four 
classes:  (1)  Cases  in  which  the  moral  ob- 
ligation arose  wholly  from  ethical  consid- 
erations, unconnected  with  any  legal  obli- 
gation, perfect  or  imperfect,  and  without 
the  receipt  of  actual  pecuniary  or  material 
benefit  by  the  promisor,  though  there  may 
have  been  actual  pecuniary  detriment  to  the 
promisee;  (2)  cases  in  which  the  moral  ob- 
ligation arose  out  of  or  was  connected  with 
a  previous  request  or  promise  creating  or- 
iginally an  enforceable  legal  liability,  which, 
however,  at  the  time  of  the  subsequent  ex- 
press promise,  had  become  discharged  or 
barred  by  operation  of  a  positive  rule  of 
law,  so  that  at  that  time  there  was  no  en- 
forceable legal  liability;  (3)  cases  in  which 
the  moral  obligation  arose  from  or  was  con- 
nected with  a  previous  request  or  promise 
which,  however,  never  created  any  lej^l 
liability,  because  of  a  rule  of  law  which 
rendered  the  original  contract  void;  (4) 
cases  in  which  the  moral  obligation  arose 
out  of  or  was  connected  with  the  receipt 
of  actual  material  or  pecuniary  benefit  by 
the  promisor,  without,  however,  any  pre- 
vious request  or  promise  on  his  part,  ex- 
press or  implied,  and,  therefore,  of  course, 
without  any  original  legal  liability,  per- 
fect or  imperfect 

Moral  obligation  unconnected  with  material 
or  pecuniary  benefit  to  promisor. 

It  is  clear  under  the  authorities  that 
moral  obligations  of  the  first  class,  however 
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Noyember,  1906,  the  defendant*  made,  ex- 
ecuted, and  delivered  to  the  plaintiff  their 
written  agreement,  agreeing  to  pay  said 
plaintiff  $200  for  his  services  in  selling  for 
them  a  certain  parcel  of  real  estate;  said 
agreement  being  in  words  and  figures,  to 
wit: 

"  'M.  Francis  Kane  and  Ida  Kane,  his  wife, 
agree  to  sell,  and  Paul  Bush  agrees  to  buy, 
the  following  described  real  estate,  situated 
in  the  county  of  King,  state  of  Washington, 
to  wit:  South  40  feet  of  lot  1,  block  17,  J. 
H.  Nagle's  addition  to  the  city  of  Seattle, 
for  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars  ($9,600),  the  purchaser  having  paid 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500),  the 
receipt  of  which  is  hereby  acknowledged,  as 
earnest  money  and  part  payment  for  said 
land,  the  same  to  be  held  in  trust  by  B. 
L.  Muir  &  Company,  until  the  sale  is  closed 
or  canceled,  and  the  balance  of  said  pur- 
chase price  shall  be  paid  as  follows,  or  as 


soon  after  said  dates  respectively  as  the 
title  to  said  real  estate  is  shown  to  be  mar- 
ketable, to  wit:  Three  thousand  dollars 
($3,000)  on  or  before  the  22d  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1906,  at  1  P.  u.;  nineteen  hundred  dol- 
lars ($1,900)  on  or  before  the  22d  day  of 
November,  1907,  at  1  p.  M.;  four  thousand 
dollars  ($4,000),  according  to  certain  mort- 
gage to  be  executed,  due  in  three  years  from 
date.  The  purchaser  agrees  to  pay  interest 
at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  payable  semian- 
nually, on  all  deferred  payments.  The  vend- 
or agrees  to  furnish  an  abstract  of  title 
made  by  a  reliable  abstract  company  for 
said  real  estate,  showing  a  marketable  title 
of  record  in  the  vendor,  free  from  encum- 
brances to  date  of  conveyance,  except  the 
street  assessments  amount  to  about  two 
hundred  dollars  ($200),  and  if  over  $200, 
the  surplus  to  be  deducted  from  the  nineteen 
hundred  payment  which  the  purchaser  as- 
sumes and  agrees  to  pay  as  a  part  of  the 
above-named  purchase  price,  and  the  vendor 


strong,  ethically  considered,  create  no  con- 
sideration for  a  subsequent  promise.  A 
particularly  good  illustration  of  the  point 
is  furnished  by  the  case  of  Mills  v.  Wy- 
man,  3  Pick.  207  (cited  in  the  earlier 
note),  wherein  the  court,  while  recognizing 
the  strong  obligation  resting  upon  a  father 
to  pay  tlie  expense,  previously  incurred, 
without  his  request,  by  a  stranger  in  caring 
for  a  son  who  was  of  full  age  and  had  ceased 
to  be  a  member  of  the  father's  family,  he 
having  been  suddenly  taken  sick,  and  being 
poor  and  in  distress,  nevertheless  held  that 
it  was  insuflicient  to  support  a  subsequent 
express  promise  by  the  lather  to  do  so. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  cited  in  the  ear- 
lier notes,  the  following  cases  illustrate  the 
application  of  the  rule  to  this  class  of  cases : 

The  moral  obligation  resting  upon  a  son 
to  reimburse  a  town  for  past  expenses  in- 
curred for  the  relief  of  his  pauperized  moth- 
er is  not  a  sufficient  consideration  for  his 
promise  to  pay  the  same.  Freeman  v. 
Dodge,  98  Me.  536,  66  L.R.A.  305,  67  Atl. 
884.  The  court  says:  "A  mere  moral  ob- 
ligation, or,  as  it  is  sometimes  rather  loose- 
ly stated,  a  moral  obligation  not  founded 
upon  an  antecedent  legal  liability,  .  .  . 
is  not  sufficient  consideration  for  a  prom- 
ise." 

A  promise  by  the  father  of  an  illegiti- 
mate child,  to  the  mother,  to  pay  the  lat- 
ter for  the  support  of  the  child,  though 
made  before  the  support  was  furnished,  is 
without  consideration  and  unenforceable, 
since  the  mother  was  under  the  primary 
duty  of  supporting  the  child.  Easley  t. 
Gordon,  61  Mo.  App.  637.  The  court  said 
that  to  constitute  a  moral  obligation  a  con- 
sideration of  an  express  contract,  so  that 
it  may  be  enforced  by  an  action  at  law, 
there  must  have  been  some  pre-existing  le- 
gal obligation.  It  was  conceded  that  the 
father's  promise  to  a  third  person,  not  un- 
der obligation  to  support  the  child,  would 
be  supported  by  a  sufficient  consideration. 
26  L1LA.(N.S.) 


A  son  being  under  no  legal  obligation  to 
support  his  mother,  a  prouii!>e  by  him  to 
pay  for  her  past  support,  furnished  witliout 
his  request,  is  without  consideration.  Davia 
▼.  Anderson,  99  Va.  620,  39  S.  E.  588. 

In  Trayer  v.  Setzer,  72  Neb.  845,  101  N. 
W.  989,  however,  it  is  said  obiter  that  the 
father  of  illegitimate  children  is  under  a 
moral  obligation  to  support  them,  and  that 
duty  alone,  even  in  the  absence  of  the  bas- 
tardy statute,  would  doubtless  be  a  suf- 
ficient consideration  for  a  bond  conditioned 
for  its  performance. 

There  is  also  an  obiter  statement  in  Rob- 
bins  V.  Potter,  11  Allen,  688,  to  the  effect 
that  past  cohabitation  is  in  itself  a  legal 
consideration  for  a  promise  to  pay  money. 
The  court  evidently,  however,  had  in  mind 
the  question  as  to  the  legality  of  the  con- 
tract rather  than  the  existence  of  a  con- 
sideration, as  the  question  before  it  was  as 
to  the  legality  of  a  contemporaneous  or  pre- 
cedent promise  by  a  man  to  repay  advances 
by  a  woman  with  whom  he  cohabited. 

A  voluntary  promise,  out  of  motives  of 
gratitude  and  affection,  to  pay  an  annuity 
to  a  friend,  is  without  consideration,  anil 
insufficient  to  support  an  action  to  recov- 
er thereunder.  Parsons  v.  Teller,  188  N.  Y. 
318,  80  N.  E.  930.  The  court  said:  "'An 
equitable  consideration  founded  on  mere  love 
or  affection  or  gratuity,  which,  although  it 
will  support  a  contract  as  between  the  par- 
ties, when  executed,  will  not  support  an  ac- 
tion to  enforce  an  executory  contract.' 
.  .  .  But  if  there  be  an  equitable  obli- 
gation which  would  also  be  a  legal  one 
were  it  not  for  the  legal  disability  of  the 
party,  such  as  infancy  or  coverture,  then  the 
obligation,  which  is  not  merely  moral,  but 
also  equitable,  is  sufficient  consideration  to 
support  a  new  promise  after  the  disability 
of  the  promisor  has  ceased." 

The  moral  obligation  of  a  husband  to  pay 
a  debt  discharged  in  insolvency  proceedings 
is  not  a  sufficient  consideration  to  support 
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further  agrees  to  transfer  said  property  to 
the  purchaser  by  a  good  and  sufficient  war- 
ranty deed  to  the  said  vendee  or  his  assigns, 
and  pay  two  hundred  dollars  ($200)  of  the 
purchase  price  to  B.  L.  Muir  &  Company, 
for  services  rendered.  The  purchaser  shall 
have  one  day's  time  after  the  delivery  of 
said  abstract  for  examination  of  same,  and 
in  case  the  abstract  shall  show  a  marketable 
title  in  the  vendor,  this  sale  shall  be  com- 
pleted; and  if  the  said  title  is  not  market- 
able and  cannot  be  made  so,  then  B.  L. 
Muir  &  Company  shall  refund  to  the  said 
vendee  the  above-named  earnest  money,  and 
the  sale  shall  be  canceled;  the  deposit  of 
$500  to  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Ida  Kane  in  the 
event  of  the  purchaser  failing  to  comply 


with  this  agreement.    Witness  our  hands  this 

21st  day  of  November,  1906. 

"Signed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

B.  L.  Muir." 

M.  Francis  Kane.     [Seal.] 
Ida  Kane.  [Seal.] 

Paul  Bush.  [Seal.]' 

"(4)  That  the  plaintiff  did  make  the  sale 
referred  to  in  said  written  contract,  and 
which  sale  was  accepted  by  the  defendants, 
but  they  have  since  failed,  neglected,  and 
refused  to  pay  the  aforesaid  two  hundred 
dollars  ($200)  commission  allowed,  al- 
though the  same  is  long  past  due  and  still 
the  property  of  the' plaintiff." 

The  statute  governing  contracts  for  com- 
missions for  buying  or  selling  real  estate 


a  promise  of  his  wife  to  pay  the  same. 
Widger  v.  Baxter,  190  Mass.  130,  3  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)    436,   76  N.   E.   509. 

The  moral  obligation  which  a  widow  con- 
ceives to  rest  upon  her  to  guarantee  the 
payment  of  a  note  given  by  her  husband, 
arising  from  the  circumstance  that  she  had 
promised  her  husband  before  his  death  to 
pay  it,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  payee 
was  her  aunt  and  in  feeble  health,  is  insuf- 
ficient to  constitute  a  consideration  for  her 
guaranty  of  the  note,  which  will  uphold,  as 
against  her  creditors,  and  assignment  of  a 
policy  of  insurance  to  secure  the  guaranty. 
Fidelity  &  C.  Co.  v.  Thompson,  128  Cal. 
606,  61  Pac.  94. 

Payment  of  money  by  a  daughter  to  se- 
cure the  release  of  her  parents  from  what 
she  mistakenly  supposed  to  be  an  enforce- 
able written  contract  for  the  sale  of  their 
land  will  not  be  upheld  because  of  the  moral 
obligation  of  the  parents  to  carry  out  their 
verbal  agreement  of  sale.  Tucker  v.  Den- 
ton, 32  Ky.  L.  Rep.  621,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
289,  106  S.  W.  280. 

So,  money  advanced  by  plaintiff  to  defend- 
ant to  promote  an  irrigation  ditch  enter- 
prise (a  venture  which  proved  a  failure  and 
was  abandoned)  affords  no  consideration  for 
a  subsequent  agreement  by  the  defendant  to 
give  the  plaintiff  an  interest  in  stock  of  a 
mining  corporation,  issued  to  him  in  con- 
sideration of  certain  mining  claims  to  the 
development  of  which  the  plaintiff  made  no 
contribution,  even  though  the  original  agree- 
ment was  that,  if  the  plaintiff  would  ad- 
vance money  to  defendant  for  his  various 
business  undertakings,  mining  and  other- 
wise, the  plaintiff  should  have  a  one-half 
interest  in  such  ventures,  such  agreement 
not  having  been  carried  out  on  the  part  of 
plaintiff,  except  to  the  extent  already  stated. 
Shoemaker  v.  Munn,  20  Colo.  App.  1,  76 
Pac.  924.  The  plaintiff  did  not  contend  that 
the  original  agreement  was  sufliciently  defi- 
nite to  sustain  the  action,  but  relied  up- 
on the  subsequent  promise  of  the  defend- 
ant. 

So,  where  a  soldier,  while  acting  under 
orders  of  his  superior  oiliccr.  took  a  horse 
for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  Army,  and 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


afterward  verbally  promised  the  owner  to 
pay  for  it,  it  was  held  that  there  was  no 
consideration.  McCord  v.  Dodson,  10  Heisk. 
440. 

The  Maryland  court  of  appeals  in  Linz 
V.  Schuck,  106  Md.  220,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
789,  124  Am.  St.  Rep.  481,  67  Atl.  28G,  14 
A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  496,  declared  that  a 
mere  moral  obligation  is  not  a  sufficient 
consideration  for  a  contract,  and  reviewed 
the  subject  at  some  length  in  order  to  cor- 
rect what  is  characterized  as  an  erro- 
neous statement  in  Robinson  v.  Hurst  (Mu- 
tual Reserve  Fund  Life  Asso.  v.  Hurst)  78 
Md.  69,  20  L.R.A.  761,  44  Am.  St.  Rep. 
206,  20  Atl.  956  (cited  in  the  torlier 
note),  that  "this  court  has  never,  when 
called  upon,  hesitated  to  say  that  a  moral 
obligation  is  a  sufficient  consideration  to 
support  a  promise  to  pay."  The  statements 
to  similar  effect  in  State  use  of  Stevenson 
v.  Reigart,  1  Gill.  1,  39  Am.  Deo.  628,  and 
Drury  v.  Briscoe,  42  Md.  154,  are  also  dis- 
approved, and  attention  is  called  to  the 
fact  tha^  in  the  former  case,  the  decision 
was  really  based  on  the  fact  th»t  the  tes- 
tator had  promised  to  pay  for  the  services 
before  they  were  rendered,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter there  was  a  valuable  consideration. 

In  Barthe  v.  Lacroix,  20  La.  Ann.  326, 
29  Am.  Rep.  330,  however,  a  note  payable 
at  tlie  maker's  death,  given  by  an  employer 
to  an  employee,  was  upheld,  although  ap- 
parently the  only  consideration  for  it  was 
the  natural  obligation  in  favor  of  the  em- 
ployee, arising  out  of  his  long  services  to 
the  maker  at  small  wages. 

And  in  Matthews  v.  Williams,  25  La. 
Ann.  585,  where  the  defense  to  promissory' 
notes  was  that  they  were  given  for  old 
notes  of  the  maker's  father,  which,  on  their 
face,  appeared  to  be  prescribed,  the  court 
said  that  the  son  had  the  right  by  natural 
mandate  to  pay  his  father's  debt,  he  had 
the  right  to  promise  to  pay  it,  he  had  the 
right  to  bind  himself  as  he  did,  uncondi- 
tionally, to  do  so,  and  as  he  saw  fit  to  bind 
himself,  let  him  be  bound. 

Moral  oblijration  arising  from  a  former  legal 
liability  no  longer  enforceable. 

As  subsequently  shown,  some  of  the  cases 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1909. 


llUnt  y.  KANK 


623 


provides  that  any  agreement  authorizing  an 
employee,  an  agent,  or  brolcer,  to  sell  or 
purchase  real  estate  for  compensation  or  a 
commission,  shall  be  void  unless  the  agree- 
ment, contract,  or  promise,  or  some  note  or 
memorandum  thereof,  be  in  writing.  The 
appellants  contend  that  the  writing  relied 
upon  by  the  respondent  is  insufficient  under 
the  statute ;  that  it  is  not  an  agreement  au- 
thorizing the  respondent  to  sell  the  real 
property  described  for  compensation  or  com- 
mission, nor  does  it  authorize  or  employ  the 
respondent  to  sell  real  estate  at  all.  Mani- 
festly, if  the  writing  sued  upon  was  intended 
as  an  agreement  authorizing  the  respondent 
to  sell  real  estate  of  the  appellants,  it  is 
faulty  in  the  particulars  mentioned,  and  so 
far  deficient  as  not  to  warrant  a  recovery, 
even  if  a  sale  had  been  made  thereunder. ' 


But  we  do  not  understand  that  this  is  the 
question  presented  by  the  record.  It  is 
clear  that  this  writing  was  not  intended  as 
an  agreement  authorizing  the  respondent  to 
sell  the  real  property  mentioned.  In  fact, 
it  was  executed  after  that  service  had  been 
performed,  and  is  an  agreement  in  writing 
to  pay  a  fixed  sum  for  a  past  service,  not 
a  service  to  be  performed  in  the  future.  The 
question  for  determination  is  its  validity 
as  a  promise  to  pay  for  a  past  service. 
Looking  to  the  instrument  itself,  there  is 
nothing  on  its  face  that  in  any  manner 
impugns  its  validity.  It  is  a  direct  promise 
to  pay  a  fixed  sum  of  money  for  services 
rendered.  Prima  facie,  therefore,  it  is  legal 
and  valid;  and,  if  it  is  illegal  at  all,  it  is 
because  the  actual  consideration  for  the 
promise,    which    was    alleged    and    proven. 


hold  that  it  is  only  where  there  was  at  one 
time  a  legal  liability  which,  by  operation  of 
law,  hak  become  unenforceable,  that  a  moral 
obligation  is  sufficient  to  sustain  a  subse- 
quent express  promise.  However  that  may 
be,  it  is  clear  that  the  moral  obligation  in 
such  cases  is  sufficient  to  support  the  ex- 
press promise.  The  cases  applying  the  well- 
settled  rules  that  the  moral  obligation  to 
pay  an  indebtedness  after  bar  of  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations,  or  after  a  discharge  in 
bankruptcy,  is  sufficient  to  support  an  ex- 
press promise  to  do  so,  are  familiar  illus- 
trations of  the  point;  and  it  is  unnecessary 
to  cite  them  in  this  note. 

Other  applications  of  the  doctrine  in 
cases  where  there  was  at  one  time  a  legal 
liability  will  be  found  in  the  note  in  63 
L.R.A.  333,  and  a  number  of  additional 
cases  are  here  appended. 

The  moral  obligation  of  a  debtor  to  pay 
a  judgment  which  has  become  dormant  is 
a  sufficient  consideration  to  support  a  new 
promise,  it  being  a  moral  duty  based  upon 
an  antecedent  legal  obligation  which  has 
been  extinguished,  but  never  performed. 
Brown  v.  Akeson,  74  Kan.  301,  86  Pac.  299. 

The  moral  obligation  to  pay  a  pre-existing 
legal  debt  is  a  good  consideration  for  the 
execution  of  a  note  and  mortgage  in  its 
payment.  Fourth  Nat.  Bank  v.  Craig,  1 
Neb.  (Unof.)  849,  96  N.  W.  185.  The  rule 
was  applied  by  upholding  a  note  given  by 
a  principal  to  repay  the  surety  the  amount 
he  had  paid  on  the  principal  obligation,  even 
upon  the  assumption  that  the  surety  might, 
for  some  ulterior  reason,  have  lost  his 
right   of   action. 

In  this  connection  it  is  to  be  observed  that 
there  may  have  been,  theoretically  at  least, 
a  legal  liability  although  it  was  never,  pri- 
or to  the  subsequent  express  promise.enforce- 
able.  Thus,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  courts  of  Illinois,  as  shown  under  the 
next  heading,  have  declared  in  general  terms 
that  a  moral  obligation  does  not  form  a 
valid  consideration  unless  the  moral  duty 
was  once  a  legal  one,  it  was  held  in  Morse 
V.  Crate,  43  111.  App.  613,  that  labor  and 
material  furnished  to  the  owner  of  proper- 
ty is  a  sufficient  consideration  to  support  a 
26  LJtA.(N.S.) 


new.  promise  by  him  to  pay  for  the  same, 
which  the  law  will  enforce,  even  though  an 
action  on  the  contract  under  which  the  work 
was  done  and  material  furnished  could  not 
be  maintained  because  of  noncompliance  by 
the  contractor  with  a  statutory  requirement 
as  to  giving  to  the  owner  a  statement  of 
the  number  and  names  of  subcontractors, 
etc. 

In  the  light  of  the  distinction  just  advert- 
ed to  it  may  become  important,  especially 
where  the  original  contract  was  within  the 
statute  of  frauds,  to  determine  whether  the 
particular  provision  of  the  statute  rendered 
that  contract  void  or  merely  unenforceable. 
Further  allusion  will  be  made  to  this  point 
under  the  next  heading. 

Promise  supplementary  to  one  legally  en- 
forceable. 

Whether  or  not  it  is  essential  that  the 
moral  obligation  shall  have  once  been  a  le- 
gal one  in  order  to  render  it  sufficient  con- 
sideration to  support  a  subsequent  express 
promise,  it  is  clear  that  a  past  benefit  which 
has  formed  the  consideration  of  a  prior  le- 
gal obligation  that  has  been  enforced,  or  is 
still  legally  enforceable,  will  not  constitute 
a  consideration  for  a  new  and  additional 
promise.  Illustrations  of  this  point  are 
shown  at  page  358  of  the  note  in  63  L.R.A. 
and  other  illustrations  of  the  point  follow. 

A  promissory  note  given  in  consideration 
of  services  already  rendered,  and  for  which 
the  payee  had  already  received  the  amount 
originally  agreed  upon,  is  a  mere  gratuity 
and  without  consideration.  Holland  v. 
Barnes,  63  Ala.  83,  25  Am.  Rep.  595. 

A  written  warranty  gratuitously  deliv- 
ered by  the  vendor  to  the  vendee  after  the 
contract  of  sale  has  been  fully  executed  is 
a  mere  nudum  pactum  and  will  not  super- 
sede a  verbal  warranty.  Aultman  t.  Ken- 
nedy, 33  Minn.  339,  23  N.  W.  628. 

A  promise  by  the  vendor  of  a  stock  of 
goods  after  the  sale  was  completed,  not  to 
engage  in  the  same  business,  is  not  bind- 
ing in  the  absence  of  a  new  consideration. 
Carruthers  v.  Mcllurray,  75  Iowa,  173.  30 
N.  W.  265.     To  the  same  effect  is  Zantur- 
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rendered  the  promise  illegal.  Tliis  consid- 
eration was  the  sale  of  real  property  for  the 
appellants  by  the  respondent,  acting  as  a 
broker,  without  a  written  agreement  au- 
thorizing the  service;  and  it  is  thought  that, 
because  the  statute  declares  an  agreement 
for  such  a  service  void  unless  in  writing,  the 
service  furnishes  no  consideration  for  the 
subsequent  promise,  since  the  service  must 
either  have  beea  founded  upon  an  invalid 
agreement  or  was  voluntary.  There  are 
cases  which  maintain  this  doctrine.  In  Bag- 
nole  V.  Madden,  76  N.  J.  L.  256,  69  Atl. 
967,  the  precise  question  was  presented. 
There  the  plaintiff  had  been  orally  author- 
ized by  the  defendant  to  sell  a  parcel  of  real 
estate  owned  by  the  defendant.  A  purchaser 
was  found  and  a  contract  of  sale  entered 


into.  The  defendant  thereupon  executed  a 
written  ag^reement,  and  delivered  the  same 
to  the  plaintiff,  wherein  she  promises  to 
pay  him  $60  for  his  services.  In  an  action 
brought  upon  the  writing,  the  court  held 
that  she  could  not  recover  because  of  the 
invalidity  of  the  original  oral  contract  au- 
thorizing the  services;  it  being  in  violation 
of  the  statute  declaring  such  agreement  void 
unless  in  writing. 

The  case  was  rested  on  a  decision  of  the 
court  of  errors  and  appeals  ( Stout  v.  Hum- 
phrey, 69  N.  J.  L.  436,  65  Atl.  281),  which 
announced  the  same  doctrine,  but  upon  a 
state  of  facts  not  quite  the  same;  the  sub- 
sequent promise  to  pay  being  oral  instead 
of  in  writing.  In  the  course  of  its  opinion 
in  the  latter  case  the  court  said:     "It  is 


jian  y.  Boornazian,  25  R.  I.  151,  65  Atl. 
199. 

Promises  made  by  the  landlord,  after  tlie 
execution  of  the  lease,  to  do  certain  things 
that  the  tenant,  by  the  lease,  had  agreed  to 
do,  are  without  consideration.  lyeeming  v. 
Duryea,  49  Misc.  240,  97  N.  Y.  Supp.  355. 

Cases  of  this  kind  are  clearly  distinguish- 
able from  those  where  the  material  or  pe- 
cuniary benefit  received  by  the  promisor  had 
never,  prior  to  the  express  promise  in  ques- 
tion, formed  the  consideration  of  a  legal 
obligation  already  enforced  or  still  legally 
enforceable. 

See  also  Hobbs  v.  Greifenhagen,  91  111. 
App.  400. 

Moral  obligation  arising  from  receipt  of 
m.iterial  or  financial  benefit,  without 
any  original  legal  liability. 

There  is  a  square  conflict  of  authority 
as  to  sufliciency  of  moral  obligations  of  the 
third  and  fourth  of  the  classes  enumerated 
at  the  beginning  of  this  note  to  support  an 
express  promise. 

The  statement  above  quoted  from  the  note 
to  Wennall  v.  Adney  has  generally  been  the 
starting  point  of  the  discussions  in  the  sub- 
sequent cases.  The  courts  have,  however, 
followed  somewhat  different  lines,  and  the 
divergence,  while  not  affecting  the  result 
so  far  as  cases  of  the  first  or  second  class 
are  concerned,  has  materially  affected  the 
rule  as  applied  to  obligations  of  the  third 
or  fourth  class.  It  should  be  observed  in 
this  connection,  however,  that  even  the 
courts  of  the  same  jurisdiction  do  not  ob- 
serve entire  consistency  in  the  discussion  of 
this  subject,  and  that  general  statements 
of  doctrine  and  criteria  are  to  be  accepted 
with  caution,  especially  when  they  tran- 
scend the  case  actually  before  the  court  at 
the  time. 

As  pointed  out  at  page  361  of  the  note  in 
53  L.R.A.,  many  of  the  courts  state  in  gen- 
eral terms  that,  to  impart  to  a  moral  obli- 
gation any  binding  cliaracter,  there  must 
have  been' at  one  time  a  pre-existing  legal 
oblipation.  Doubtless  in  many  cases  in 
which  the  statement  is  made  in  this  form, 
tlie  iic'C-essities  of  the  case  only  called  for  a 
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holding  that  a  moral  obligation  of  the  first 
class  (see  enumeration  in  first  part  of 
note)  is  insufficient  to  sustain  an  express 
promise,  and  the  value  of  the  statement  as 
embodying  a  general  rule  is  corresponding- 
ly weakened.  In  many  cases,  however,  the 
condition  that  there  shall  have  once  been 
a  legal  obligation  resting  upon  the  promisor 
has  been  actually  applied  by  holding  tliat 
a  moral  obligation  of  the  third  or  fourth 
class  is  insufficient  to  sustain  a  subsequent 
promise.  It  will  be  observed  that  if  this 
statement  of  the  doctrine  is  taken  literally 
and  in  its  full  scope,  it  does  in  fact  exclude 
moral  obligations  of  the  third  class  as  well 
as  those  of  the  fourth  class  from  the  cate- 
gory of  moral  obligations  which  are  suf- 
ficient to  constitute  a  consideration  for  an 
express  promise.  Many  cases  in  which  this 
condition  has  been  insisted  upon,  with  the 
result  of  holding  that  the  moral  obligation 
arising  from  or  connected  with  the  void  con- 
tract of  a  married  woman,  made  during 
coveture,  is  insufficient  to  sustain  a  prom- 
ise made  by  her  after  discoverture,  are 
shown  in  the  case  note  to  Gilbert  v.  Brown, 
7  L.R.A.(N.S.)   1053. 

— ^when  original  contract  void  under  stat- 
ute of  frauds. 

It  is  apparent  that,  in  this  view,  the 
moral  obligation  resting  upon  one  who  has 
made  a  contract  which  was  void,  and  not 
merely  unenforceable,  because  not  in  writ- 
ing, as  required  by  the  statute  of  frauds, 
would  not  furnish  a  sufficient  consideration 
for  a  new  promise  if  the  consideration  mov- 
ing from  the  promisee  had  already  been  re- 
ceived. This  doctrine  was  in  fact  applie<l 
in  Stout  V.  Humphrey,  69  N.  J.  L.  436,  55 
Atl.  281,  to  a  case  upon  its  facts  substan- 
tially like  Mune  ▼.  Kane,  it  being  held  in 
the  Stout  Case  that  a  subsequent  promise  to 
pay  for  services  of  a  broker  in  procuring  a 
sale  or  exchange  of  real  estate  is  without 
consideration,  where  the  original  contract 
was  not  in  writing,  as  required  by  the  stat- 
ute declaring  that  no  broker  or  real  estate 
agent  selling  land  on  account  of  the  owner 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  conunission 
unless  the  authority  for  selling  la  in  writ- 
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clear  that  if  a  contract  between  two  parties 
be  Toid,  and  not  merely  voidable^  no  sub- 
sequent express  promise  will  operate  to 
charge  the  party  promising,  even  though  he 
has  derived  the  benefit  of  the  contract.  Yet, 
according  to  the  commonly  received  notion 
respecting  moral  obligations,  and  the  force 
attributed  to  a  subsequent  express  promise, 
such  a  person  ought  to  pay.  An  express 
promise,  therefore,  as  it  should  seem,  can 
«nly  revive  a  precedent  good  consideration 
which  might  have  been  enforced  at  law 
through  the  medium  of  an  implied  promise 
had  it  not  been  suspended  by  some  posi- 
tive rule  of  law,  but  can  give  no  original 
right  of  action  if  the  obligation  on  which  it 
is  founded  never  could  have  been  enforced 
at  law,   though  not  barred  by   any   legal 


maxim  or  statute  provision."  The  court, 
it  will  be  observed,  makes  a  distinction  be- 
tween contracts  formerly  good,  but  on  which 
the  right  of  recovery  has  been  barred  by  the 
statute,  and  those  contracts  which  are 
barred  in  the  first  instance  because  of  some 
legal  defect  in  their  execution;  holding  that 
the  former  will  furnish  a  consideration  for 
a  subsequent  promise  to  perform,  while  the 
latter  will  not.  It  has  seemed  to  us  that 
this  distinction  is  not  sound.  The  moral 
obligation  to  pay  for  services  rendered  as 
a  broker  in  selling  real  estate  under  an  oral 
contract,  where  the  statute  requires  such 
contract  to  be  in  writing,  is  just  as  binding 
as  is  the  moral  obligation  to  pay  a  debt 
that  has  become  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations;  and  there  is  no  reason  for  hold- 


ing, signed  by  the  owner.  The  court  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  statute  de- 
clares that  the  broker  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  any  commission,  and  not  merely  that  "no 
action  shall  be  maintained."  And  again, 
it  said  that  the  contract  sued  upon,  having 
been  in  contravention  of  the  statute,  was 
not  voidable,  but  void,  and  no  subsequent 
promise  could  operate  to  charge  the  party 
promising  therewith.  The  decision  is  ex- 
pressly referred  to  the  doctrine  of  the  note 
to  Wennall  v.  Adney,  3  Bos.  &  P.  247.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  subsequent  promise 
in  the  Stout  Case  was  also  oral,  but  the  de- 
cision is  not  on  that  ground,  but,  as  already 
indicated,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no 
consideration;  and  the  doctrine  of  that  case 
was  applied  in  the  subsequent  case  of  Bag- 
nole  V.  Madden,  76  N.  J.  L.  255,  69  Atl. 
967,  where  the  subsequent  promise  was  in 
writing. 

These  cases,  it  will  be  observed,  are  in  di- 
rect conflict  with  the  result  in  MuiB  v. 
Kase,  and  they  are  also  in  conflict  with 
Mohr  V.  Rickgauer,  post,  633,  unless  the  lat- 
ter case  is  distinguished  by  the  statement 
in  the  opinion,  that  while  the  statute  de- 
clares that  the  contract  not  in  writing  shall 
be  void,  the  courts  construe  the  contract 
not  to  be  void,  but  merely  unenforceable. 

Other  cases  involving  the  validity  of  a 
new  promise  when  the  original  promise  is 
in  violation  of  the  statute  of  frauds  are 
cited  at  page  370  of  the  note  in  63  L.R.A., 
and  some  additional  cases  on  that  point  are 
here  added.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  under 
the  doctrine  that  a  moral  obligation  is  suf- 
ficient to  support  a  new  promise  only  where 
it  was  once  a  legal  obligation,  the  question 
whether  the  statute  declares  the  contract 
void  or  merely  prevents  its  enforcement  may 
be  material,  l^e  majority  of  the  cases  cit- 
ed in  the  earlier  note  sustained  the  validity 
of  a  new  promise  resting  upon  the  perform- 
ance by  the  other  party  of  the  consideration 
under  a  previous  contract  within  the  stat- 
ute of  frauds;  but  there  is  authority  to  the 
contrary. 

OTius,  in  Lloyd  v.  Fulton,  91  U.  S.  479, 
23  L.  ed.  363,  the  court,  without  discussing 
the  point,  declared  that,  an  antenuptial 
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promise  to  settle  the  wife's  property  upon 
her  being  void  because  not  in  writing,  the 
husband's  promise  after  marriage  was  with- 
out consideration  and  of  no  validity. 

So,  a  verbal  agreement  to  pay  the  debt 
of  another,  being  void  under  the  statute  of 
frauds,  is  not  a  valid  consideration  for  a 
subsequent  promise  in  writing.  Hall  v. 
Soule,  11  Mich.  494. 

An  oral  contract  for  the  sale  of  wheat, 
which  is  void  under  the  statute  of  frauds, 
affords  no  consideration  for  a  promissory 
note  by  the  vendor  to  the  vendee  for  part 
of  the  amount  claimed  by  the  latter  for 
nondelivery  of  the  wheat.  Hooker  v.  Knab, 
26  Wis.  511.  To  the  same  effect  is  Nichols 
r.  Mitchell,  30  Wis.  329. 

In  Richardson  v.  Richardson,  148  111. 
563,  28  L.R.A.  305,  36  N.  E.  608,  it  was 
said  in  effect  that  a  parol  antenuptial 
agreement  which  is  void  under  the  statute 
of  frauds  will  not  support  a  promissory  note 
given  by  the  husband  to  his  wife  after  mar- 
riage. The  point,  however,  was  ohiter,  as  it 
was  held  that  there  was  no  competent  evi- 
dence of  the  exiM^ence  of  the  antenuptial 
agreement;  and  besides,  the  contention  of 
the  party  seeking  to  uphold  the  note  was 
that  it  was  given  in  pursuance  of,  and  in 
part  performance  of,  the  original  agree- 
ment; not  that  it  was  a  new  promise  ^sed 
on  the  moral  obligation  arising  from  the 
original  agreement. 

Cases  like  Kraak  v.  Fries,  21  D.  C.  100, 
18  L.R.A.  142,  where  the  note  sought  to  be 
enforced  was  clearly  a  part  of  the  original 
void  agreement,  and  for  that  reason  could 
not  be  enforced,  are,  of  course,  not  in  point. 

Upon  the  other  hand,  in  Rankin  v.  Mat- 
thiesen,  10  S.  D.  628,  76  N.  W.  196,  a  per- 
son having  agreed  with  the  maker  and  pay- 
ee of  a  note  that  he  would  collect  money 
due  to  himself  and  maker,  and  pay  it  over 
to  the  payee,  and,  having  collected  it,  but 
failed  to  pay  it  over,  indorsed  the  note  aft- 
er maturity,  in  recognition  of  his  agree- 
ment, it  was  held  that,  although  his  agree- 
ment was  not  enforceable,  because  not  in 
writing,  yet  he  was  morally  bound  to  pay 
the  money  over,  and  that  was  a  sufficient 
consideration  for  a  subsequent  indorsement. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


526 


WASHINGTON  SUPREME  COURT. 


Oct, 


ing  that  the  latter  will  support  a  new  prom- 
ise to  pay  while  the  former  will  not.  There 
is  no  moral  delinquency  that  attaches  to  an 
oral  contract  to  sell  real  property  as  a 
broker.  This  service  cannot  be  recovered 
for  because  the  statute  says  the  promise 
must  be  in  writing,  not  because  it  is  illegal 
in  itself.  It  was  not  intended  by  the  stat- 
ute to  impute  moral  turpitude  to  such  con- 
tracts. The  statute  was  intended  to  prevent 
frauds  and  perjuries;  and,  to  accomplish 
that  purpose,  it  is  required  that  the  evi- 
dence of  the  contract  be  in  writing)  but  it 
is  not  conducive  to  either  fraud  or  perjury 
to  say  that  the  services  rendered  under  the 
void  contract  or  voluntarily  will  support 
a  subsequent  written  promise  to  pay  for 
such  service.    Nor  is  it  a  valid  objection  to 


say  there  was  no  antecedent  legal  considen- 
tion.  The  validity  of  a  promise  to  pt}r  a 
debt  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  is 
not  founded  on  its  antecedent  legal  obligs-' 
tion.  There  is  no  legal  obligation  to  pty 
such  a  debt;  if  there  were,  there  would  be 
no  need  for  the  new  promise.  The  obliga- 
tion is  moral  solely;  and  since  there  can 
be  no  difference  in  character  between  one 
moral  obligation  and  another,  there  can  be 
no  reason  for  holding  that  one  moral  obli- 
gation will  support  a  promise  while  another 
will  not.  Our  attention  has  been  called  to 
no  case,  other  than  the  New  Jersey  case 
above  cited,  where  the  facts  of  the  case  at 
bar  are  presented.  A  case  in  point  on  the 
principle  Involved,  however,  is  Ferguson  v. 
Harris,  39  S.  C.  323,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  731, 


The  decision  in  this  case  was  controlled  by 
the  provision  of  Comp.  Laws,  §  3531,  that 
"an  existing  legal  obligation  resting  upon 
the  promisor,  or  a  moral  obligation  origi- 
nating in  some  benefit  conferred  upon  the 
promisor,  or  prejudice  suffered  by  the  prom- 
isee, is  also  a  good  consideration  for  a  prom- 
ise to  an  extent  corresponding  with  the  ex- 
tent of  the  obligation,  but  no  further  or 
otherwise." 

A  contract  not  enforceable  under  the  stat- 
ute of  frauds,  because  not  to  be  performed 
within  one  year,  may  nevertheless  constitute 
a  valid  consideration  for  a  new  promise  to 
the  same  effect.  Stout  v.  Ennia,  28  Kan. 
706, 

It  is  not  necessary  that  an  agreement  or 
a  stipulation  shall  be  valid  and  binding  in 
all  respects  to  make  it  a  sufficient  consid- 
eration to  support  a  conveyance.  If  the 
circumstances  are  such  as  to  make  it  im- 
pose a  moral  obligation  only,  such  an  ob- 
ligation will  afford  a  good  consideration  for 
a  deed  of  conveyance  without  being  in  writ- 
ing.   Sedgwick  v.  Tucker,  90  Ind.  271. 

So,  an  agreement  to  give  a  child  40  acres 
of  land  if  his  parents  would  name  him  after 
the  promisor,  though  void  because  of  uncer- 
tainty of  the  subject-matter,  is  a  sufficient 
consideration  to  support  a  subsequent  ex; 
press  promise  to  give  a  certain  and  definite 
40  acres.  Daily  v.  Minnick,  117  Iowa,  503, 
60  L.R.A.  841,  91  N.  W.  913. 

— ^where  promisor  received  material  or  pe- 
cuniary benefit  without  any  antecedent 
promise. 

It  is  clear,  of  course,  if,  as  held  in  the 
Stout  Case,  moral  obligations  of  the  third 
class  are  insufficient  to  sustain  a  subsequent 
express  promise  to  pay,  that  moral  obliga- 
tions of  the  fourth  class  are  also  insufficient 
for  that  purpose;  and  as  a  matter  of  fact 
it  was  expressly  held  in  another  New  Jersey 
case  (Sharp  v.  Hoopes,  74  N.  J.  L.  191,  64 
Atl.  989)  that  a  promise  by  the  owner  of 
property  to  pay  a  broker  for  services  pre- 
viously rendered,  without  any  request,  in 
obtaining  a  tenant,  is  without  consideration. 

The  Sharp  Case,  considered  independently 
26  L.K.A.(N.S.) 


of  the  Stout  Case,  might  perhaps  be  recon- 
ciled with  the  decision  in  Mdib  v.  Kank, 
though  not  with  Edson  v.  Poppe,  post,  534, 
upon  the  ground  that  in  the  Muia  Case 
there  was  a  previous  request  and  promise, 
although  there  was  at  no  time  any  pre-exist- 
ing legal  obligation,  while  in  the  Sh&rp  Case 
there  was  not  only  no  pre-existing  legal  ob- 
ligation, perfect  or  imperfect,  but  no  prec- 
edent request  or  promise,  void  or  otherwise. 
In  view,  however,  of  the  decision  in  tlie 
Stout  Case,  it  is  clear  that,  in  New  Jersey 
at  least,  it  is  essential,  to  render  the  moral 
obligation  sufficient  to  sustain  a  subsequent 
express  promise,  that  there  shall  have  been 
at  some  time  a  legal  liability  resting  on  the 
promisor. 

The  Sharp  Case  is  directly  opposed  to  Ed- 
son  V.  Poppe,  post,  534,  and  the  cases  cited 
and  relied  on  in  the  opinion  in  the  latter 
case.  Some  considerations  favoring  the 
broader  and  more  liberal  doctrine  adopted 
by  the  last  case  and  by  Men  v.  Kane  and 
the  cases  on  which  they  depend  will  he  sub- 
sequently advanced.  In  the  meantime,  the 
cases  not  included  in  the  other  notes  previ- 
ously referred  to,  involving  the  sufficiency 
of  moral  obligations  of  the  fourth  class  to 
support  a  subsequent  express  promise,  will 
be  set  out. 

Wulff  V.  Lindsay,  8  Ariz.  168,  71  Pm. 
963,  is  to  the  same  effect  as  Sharp  v. 
Hoopes,  supra,  it  being  held,  as  in  that 
case,  that  services  already  rendered  br  a 
broker  without  previous  request  or  promise 
will  not  support  a  subsequent  express  prom- 
ise to  pay  for  them. 

Friedman  v.  Suttle,  10  Ariz.  67,  9  LR..4. 
(N.S.)  933,  85  Pac.  726,  holding  that  the 
fact  that  a  promise  to  pay  for  sen-ices  in 
furnishing  information  to  a  prospective  pur- 
chaser of  property  for  sale  was  not  made 
until  after  the  information  was  furnished, 
in  accordance  with  a  previous  request  there- 
for will  not  defeat  a  recovery  on  the  prom- 
ise, is,  of  course,  distinguishable. 

The  doctrine  of  the  Sharp  Case  is  also 
supported  by  Conant  v.  Evans,  202  Mass. 
34,  88  N.  E.  438,  holding  that  services  al- 
ready rendered  do  not  support  an  express 
promise  to  pay  for  the  same.    In  this  case 
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17  S.  E.  782.  Certain  persons,  without  au- 
thority from  the  defendant,  had  ordered 
lumber  and  used  it  in  the  erection  of  a 
building  on  the  defendant's  separate  pr(^ 
rrty,  she  being  a  married  woman.  Subse- 
quently she  gave  her  promissory  note  there- 
for, and  when  an  action  was  brought  upon 
the  not^  she  sought  to  defend  on  the  ground 
of  want  of  eonsideration.  It  was  conceded 
that  there  was  never  any  legal  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  to  pay  for  the 
lumber,  but  that  her  obligation  was  wholly 
moral.  It  was  thereupon  urged  that  such 
an  obligation  was  insufficient  to  support  the 
promiw.  Speaking  upon  this  question,  the 
court  said:  "All  of  the  authorities  admit 
that  where  an  action  to  recover  a  debt  is 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  or  by  a 


discharge  in  bankruptcy,  a  subsequent  prom- 
ise to  pay  the  same  can  be  supported  by  the 
moral  obligation  to  pay  the  same,  although 
the  legal  obligation  is  gone  forever;  and  I 
am  unable  to  perceive  any  just  distinction 
between  such  a  case  and  one  in  which  there 
never  was  a  legal,  but  only  a  moral,  obli- 
gation to  pay.  In  the  one  case  the  legal 
obligation  is  gone  as  effectually  as  if  it  had 
never  existed;  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive 
any  sound  distinction  in  principle  l>etween 
the  two  cases.  In  both  cases,  at  the  time 
the  promise  sought  to  be  enforced  is  made, 
there  is  nothing  whatever  to  support  it  ex- 
cept the  moral  obligation;  and  why  the  fact 
that,  because  in  the  one  case  there  was  once 
a  legal  obligation,  which,  having  utterly 
disappeared,  is  as  if  it  had  never  existed. 


the  services  were  rendered  in  performing  an 
operation  on  the  defendant's  son,  the  prom- 
ise having  been  made  after  the  operation 
was  performed. 

So,  in  Fulton  v.  Varney,  117  App.  Div. 
572,  102  N.  Y.  Supp.  608,  it  was  held  in 
effect  that  information  given  to  contractors 
that  certain  work  was  to  be  done,  and  a 
reoonunendation  that  they  were  proper'  per- 
■ons  to  do  the  work,  would  not  sustain  a 
■ubsequent  promise  to  pay  therefor. 

In  Critcher  v.  Watson,  146  N.  C.  150,  18 
LR.A.(N.S.)  250,  125  Am.  St.  Rep.  470,  SO 
S.  E.  544,  the  court  held  that  a  promise  by 
a  landlord  to  pay  his  tenant  for  a  better- 
ment placed  upon  the  property  by  the  ten- 
ant, and  which  he  had  a  right  to  remove, 
bat  which  the  landlord  accepted,  was  not 
without  eonsideration,  and  was  binding 
■pon  him ;  but  said  that  the  defendant  could 
not  put  a  betterment  upon  the  house  with- 
out request,  and  by  such  officious  act  make 
the  landlord  his  debtor,  nor,  if  the  consid- 
eration was  past,  would  the  promise  of  the 
landlord  to  pay  therefor  be  binding,  being 
gratuitous  and  without  a  consideration 
moving  thereto.  The  consideration  in  this 
case  was  found  in  the  fact  that,  at  the  time 
the  promise  was  made,  the  tenant  still  had 
the  right  to  remove  the  betterment. 

So,  a  subsequent  promise  to  repay  one 
who  has  paid  an  indebtedness  of  the  prom- 
isor is  not  equivalent  to  an  original  request, 
and  is  without  consideration.  Massachu- 
i^tts  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Green,  185  Mass. 
306,  70  N.  E.  202.  The  court  said  that 
Gleason  v.  Dyke,  22  Pick.  390,  cited  as  an 
authority  that  a  subsequent  promise  is 
equivalent  to  a  previous  request,  though  not 
referred  to  by  name,  was  overruled  in  Dear- 
bom  V.  Bowman,  3  Met.  155,  so  far  as  that 
point  was  concerned;  and  that  Dearborn  v. 
Bowman  had  been  since  affirmed  in  Shep- 
herd V.  Young,  8  Gray,  152,  69  Am.  Dec. 
242,  and  Chamberiin  v.  Whitford,  102  Mass. 
448.  The  cases  thus  referred  to  are  set  out 
at  pages  373  and  375  of  the  note  in  53 
LltAT 

So,  the  appellate  division  of  the  third  de- 
Mrtment  in  Thomson  t.  Thomson,  76  App. 
Div.  178,  78  N.  Y.  Supp.  389,  held  that  the 
2S  LS.A.(N.S.) 


payment  of  one  person's  debt  without  pre- 
vibus  request  by  another  who  was  under  no 
obligation  to  pay  the  satne  affords  no  con- 
sideration for  a  subsequent  promise  by  the 
former  to  repay  the  latter.  The  court  con- 
ceded that  this  position  was  opposed  to  the 
decision  in  Doty  v.  Wilson,  14  Johns.  378 
(cited  in  the  note  in  63  L.R.A.  372),  but 
was  of.  the  opinion  that  the  doctrine  of  that 
case  had  been  modified  by  the  later  cases, 
quoting  in  this  connection  the  remark  of 
Bronson,  J.,  in  Ehle  v.  Judson,  24  Wend. 
98  (cited  in  note  in  53  L.R.A.  374,  refer- 
ring to  Doty  V.  Wilson)  :  "This  rule  must 
be  taken  with  some  qualifications.  Tho 
moral  obligation  to  pay  a  debt  barred  by 
the  statute  of  limitations  or  an  insolvent's 
discharge,  or  to  pay  a  debt  contracted  dur- 
ing infancy  or  coverture  and  the  like,  will 
be  a  good  consideration  for  an  express 
promise.  But  a  merely  moral  or  conscien- 
tious obligation,  unconnected  with  any  prior 
legal  or  equitable  claim,  is  not  enough." 
The  court  also  refers  to  the  fact  that  the 
rule  as  laid  down  in  the  Ehle  Case  was 
referred  to  with  approval  in  Goulding  v. 
Davidson,  26  N.  Y.  604  (discussed  in  note, 
53  L.R.A.,  pages  366  et  seq.,  and  in  7 
L.R.A.(N.S.),  page  1064),  and  that  the 
broad  rule  declared  in  Doty  v.  Wilson  is 
not  the  rule  of  law  accepted  bv  the  courts 
of  New  York,  but  rather  the  rule  laid  d6wn 
in  Eastwood  v.  Kenyon,  11  Ad.  &  El.  438,  6 
Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  23,  is  the  adopted  rule.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  Goulding  v.  David- 
son adopted  the  position  of  Lee  v.  Mugge- 
ridge,  6  Taunt.  37,  on  the  specific  point  that 
the  moral  obligation  springing  from  a  void 
contract  made  by  a  married  woman  during 
coverture  will  support  a  new  promise  after 
diacoverture,  rather  than  the  contrary  posi- 
tion taken  in  Eastwood  v.  Kenyon,  it  is 
difficult  to  perceive  how  the  Goulding  Case 
may  properly  be  regarded  as  supporting  the 
doctrine  of  the  Eastwood  Case  as  against 
the  Lee  Case.  As  there  was  in  the  Gould- 
ing Case  a  previous  request  and  promise  on 
the  part  of  the  married  woman,  though  the 
original  contract  was  absolutely  void,  so 
that  there  was  at  no  time  previous  to  the 
express  promise  after  diacoverture  any  le- 
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should  affect  the  question,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  conceive.  If  in  the  one  case  the  moral 
obligation,  which  alone  remains,  is  sufficient 
to  afford  a  valid  consideration  for  the  prom- 
ise, I  cannot  see  why  the  same  obligation 
should  not  have  the  same  effect  in  the  other. 
The  remarlc  made  by  Lord  Denman  in  Blast- 
wood  V.  Kenyon,  11  Ad.  &  El.  438,  that 
the  doctrine  for  which  I  am  contending 
'would  annihilate  the  necessity  for  any  con- 
sideration at  all,  inasmuch  as  the  mere  fact 
of  giving  a  promise  creates  a  moral  obliga- 
tion to  perform  it,'  is  more  specious  than 
sound,  for  it  entirely  ignores  the  distinction 
between  a  promise  to  pay  money  which  the 
promisor  is  under  a  moral  obligation  to  pay, 
and  a  promise  to  pay  money  which  the 
promisor  is  under  no  obligation,  either  legal 
or  moral,  to  pay.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
cases  relied  upon  to  establish  the  modem 
doctrine,  so  far  as. my  examination  of  them 
has  gone,  ignore  the  distinction  pointed  out 
in  the  note  to  Comstock  v.  Smith,  7  Johns. 
89,  above  cited,  between  an  express  and  an 


implied  promise  resting  merely  on  a  moral 
obligation;  for  while  such  obligation  does 
not  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  support  an  im- 
plied promise,  yet  it  is  sufficient  to  support 
an  express  promise."  To  the  same  effect 
is  Anderson  ▼.  Best,  176  Pa.  498,  35  AtL 
194,  wherein  it  was  said:  "The  distinction 
sought  to  be  made  between  considerations 
formerly  good,  but  now  barred  by  statute, 
and  those  barred  by  statute  in  the  first  in- 
stance, is  not  substantial,  and  is  not 
sustained  by  the  cases."  See  also  Bailey 
V.  Philadelphia,  167  Pa.  569,  46  Am.  St. 
Bep.  691,  31  Atl.  925;  Stout  v.  Ennis,  28 
Kan.  706. 

Believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  better  rule 
is  with  the  cases  holding  the  moral  obliga- 
tion alone  sufficient  to  sustain  the  promise, 
it  follows  that  the  judgment  appealed  from 
should  be  affirmed.    It  is  so  ordered. 

Rndkln,  Ch.  J.,  and  Gose,  Ctaadwlck, 
and  Morris,  JJ.,  concur. 


gal  liability,  the  decision  in  that  case  up- 
holding the  subsequent  promise  does  not, 
perhaps,  necessarily  involve  approval  of  the 
result  in  Doty  t.  Wilson,  where  the  con- 
sideration from  the  promisee  moved  without 
previous  request  or  promise,  void  or  other- 
wise, from  the  person  who  was  benefited 
and  who  subsequently  pomised  to  pay.  (In 
other  words,  the  Goulding  Case  bialongs  to 
the  third  class  and  the  Doty  Case  to  the 
fourth  class.)  But  the  Goulding  Case  cer- 
tainly casts  no  doubt  on  the  correctness  of 
the  decision  in  the  Doty  Case.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  decision  in  the  latter  receives  ad- 
ditional support  from  the  general  course  of 
the  argument  in  the  former,  and  is  referred 
to  with  apparent  approval  in  one  of  the 
opinions  in  the  Goulding  Case,  and  is  not 
criticized  adversely  in  any  of  the  opinions 
in  that  case.  The  opinion  in  Ehle  v.  Jud- 
son,  supra,  does  not  indicate  any  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  court  to  overrule  the  de- 
cision in  the  Doty  Case,  but  merely  inti- 
mates that  the  statement  which  it  imputes 
to  the  Doty  Case,  viz.,  that  "a  moral  obli- 
gation is  a  sufficient  consideration  to  sup- 
port an  express  promise,"  is  too  broad;  and 
that  criticism  in  any  event  was  well  found- 
ed, since  that  statement  admits  the  suf- 
ficiency of  moral  obligations  of  the  first 
class.  It  is  not  apparent  that  the  result 
in  the  Wilson  Case  is  opposed  to  the  rule 
above  quoted  from  the  Ehle  Case,  as  the 
duty  of  one  whose  debt  has  been  discharged 
by  another,  to  repay  the  latter,  may  be 
very  properly  described  as  an  obligation 
connected  with  an  equitable  claim,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  a  mere  moral  or  conscien- 
tious obligation.  Hence,  the  approval  in 
one  of  the  opinions  in  the  Goulding  Case 
of  this  statement  of  the  rule  carries  with 
it  no  disapproval  of  the  result  in  the  Doty 
Case. 

Cases  holding  that  the  moral  obligation 
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to  repay  one  who  has  voluntarily  and  with- 
out necessity  paid  another's  indebtedness 
will  sustain  a  subsequent  express  promise 
by  the  latter  to  do  so  are  cited  in  the  note 
in  63  L.R.A.  372;  and  to  these  should  be 
added  Wright  v.  Farmers'  Nat.  Bank,  31 
Tex.  Civ.  App.  406,  72  S.  W.  103,  holding 
that  where  one  person  voluntarily  pays  the 
judgment  against  another,  the  resultant 
benefit  constitutes  a  sufficient  consideration 
for  a  subsequent  promise  to  repay  the 
amount  in  satisfaction. 

There  are  a  number  of  Illinois  cases  de- 
claring in  general  terms  that  a  moral  ob- 
ligation does  not  form  a  valid  considera- 
tion unless  the  moral  duty  was  once  a  le- 
gal one.  Hart  v.  Strong,  183  111.  349,  55 
N.  E.  829;  Strayer  v.  Dickerson,  205  111. 
257,  68  N.  E.  767;  Finch  v.  Green,  225 
HI.  304,  80  K.  E.  318;  Hobbs  v.  Greifenha- 
gen,  91  111.  App.  400. 

In  none  of  these  cases,  however,  except 
possibly  the  Hobbs  Case,  was  the  adoption 
of  so  broad  a  doctrine  necessary.  In  Hart 
v.  Strong,  supra,  the  moral  obligation  which 
was  held  insufficient  to  sustain  an  agree- 
ment by  the  payee  of  a  note  to  accept  less 
than  the-  amount  due  thereon  was  the 
payee's  belief  that  he  had  exacted  too  large 
a  consideration  for  a  reconveyance  of  prop- 
erty, and  his  desire  to  rectify  the  hardship 
before  his  death.  In  Strayer  v.  Dickerson, 
supra,  the  actual  decision  was  merely  to  the 
efTect  that  gifts  of  money  by  a  wife  to  her 
husband  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  acts 
giving  to  the  wife  a  r^ght  to  her  separate 
property,  and  allowing  husband  and  wife  to 
contract  with  each  other,  did  not  constitute 
a  valuable  consideration  for  a  subsequent 
deed  from  the  husband  to  the  wife.  In 
Finch  v.  Green,  supra,  it  seems  to  have  been 
assumed  that  the  principle  would  apply  to 
a  promise  to  pay  for  past  services  in  rec- 
ognition of  a  moral  obligation  to  do  so; 
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but  in  this  case  the  principle  wm  not  ap- 
plied, as  some  at  least,  of  the  serTices,  were 
rendered  after  the  execution  of  the  deed. 

In  Hobba  t.  Greifenhagen,  supra,  the  de- 
cision was  to  the  effect  that  the  promise 
of  the  grantee  of  property,  who  had  taken 
it  subject  to  a  tax  thereon,  to  pay  the 
amount  of  the  tax  to  his  grantor  upon 
learning  that  a  prior  grantor,  in  compli- 
ance with  his  agreement  with  the  interme- 
diate grantor,  had  paid  the  tax,  was  with- 
out consideration. 

It  should  be  noted  that  some  cases  that 
might  otherwise  fall  within  the  fourth  class 
are  excluded  therefrom,  either  because  the 
services  or  other  part  consideration  rendered 
by  the  promisee  were  in  fact  of  no  mate- 
rial or  pecuniary  benefit  to  the  promisor, 
or  were  intended  to  be  gratuitous,  or,  for 
other  reasons,  created  no  moral  obligation 
on  his  part.  It  is  apparent,  of  course,  that 
cases  of  this  kind,  holding  that  there  was 
no  consideration  for  the  subsequent  prom- 
ise, do  not  militate  against  the  position 
that  moral  obligations  of  th«  fourth  class 
will  sustain  a  subsequent  express  promise. 
The  following  cases  are  examples  of  the 
kind  referred  to: 

Services  rendered  out  of  kindness,  and 
with  no  idea  that  thejf  were  to  be  paid  for, 
furnish  no  consideration  for  a  subsequent 
promise  to  pay  for  the  same.  Blanshan  t. 
Ruasell,  32  App.  Div.  103,  52  N.  Y.  Supp. 
963,  affirmed  in  161  N.  Y.  629,  55  N.  E. 
1093. 

Services  rendered  by  a  daughter  to  her 
mother  in  caring  for  her  are  such  as  she 
was  morally  bound  to  render,  and  do  not 
constitute  a  valuable  consideration-  for  a 
note  executed  by  the  father,  in  the  absence 
of  an  express  promise, — meaning  evidently 
an  express  antecedent  promise.  Shugart  v. 
Shugart,  111  Tenn.  179,  102  Am.  St.  Rep. 
777,  76  S.  W.  821. 

A  promise  by  the  owner  of  property  to 
brokers  that  he  would  accept  a  certain  price 
for  the  property,  and  would  pay  the  latter 
a  certain  percentage  on  that  price,  is  unen- 
forceable, where  everything  that  was  done 
in  regard  to  the  offer  was  done  before  the 
promise  was  made,  and  the  defendant  de- 
cided not  to  accept  the  offer.  It  will  be 
observed  that  in  this  case  there  was  no  ac- 
tual benefit  to  the  defendant  from  the  serv- 
ices performed.  Perkins  v.  Smith,  83  App. 
Div.  030,  81  N.  Y.  Supp.  955. 

In  Majory  v.  Schubert,  82  App.  Div.  633. 
81  K.  Y.  Supp.  703,  it  was  held  that  a 
promise  by  contractors  to  pay  a  subcon- 
tractor for  certain  extra  work  that  had  al- 
ready been  done  by  the  latter  in  addition 
to  that  called  for  by  the  contract  was  not 
binding  upon  them.  The  court,  however, 
emphasizes  the  fact  that  the  defendants 
were  the  contractors,  and  not  the  owners  of 
the  building,  and  that  they  received  no  pos- 
sible benefit  from  the  work  in  <^uestion. 
There  is,  perhaps,  a  slight  implication  that 
a  subsequent  promise  by  the  owner,  if  bene- 
fited by  the  work,  might  be  binding. 

Services  previously  rendered  by  a  mother 
to  her  son,  with  no  expectation  that  thev 
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were  to  be  paid  for,  furnish  no  considera- 
tion for  a  mortgage  from  the  son  to  the 
mother,  as  against  the  son's  creditors.  Up- 
dike v.  Titus,  13  N.  J.  £q.  151.  To  the  same 
effect  is  Gardner  T.  Schooley,  25  N.  J.  Eq. 
150. 

In  Moore  v.  Elmer,  180  Mass.  16,  61  N.  E. 
259,  Holmes,  Ch.  J.,  said  that  modem  au- 
thorities which  speak  fit  services  rendered 
upon  request  as  supporting  a  promise  must 
be  confined  to  cases  where  the  request  im- 
plies an  undertaking  to  pay,  and  do  not 
mean  that  what  was  done  as  a  mere  favor 
can  be  turned  into  a  consideration  at  a 
later  time  by  the  fact  that  it  was  asked 
for.  It  was  accprdingl^  held  in  this  case 
that,  apart. from  the  (H);ection  thatHAie  con- 
tract was  a  wager  contract,  there  was  no 
consideration  for  a  promise  to  pay  for  past 
sittings  given  to  the  promisor  by  a  clair- 
voyant in  the  absence  of  an^  allegation  of 
an  understanding  at  the  time  that  they 
should  be  paid  for. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  cited  in  the 
notes  in  53  L.RJ^.  353,  and  7  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1053,  the  cases  next  cited  lend  more  or  less 
support  to  the  doctrine  that  an  actual  ma- 
terial or  pecuniary  benefit  conferred  upon 
the  promisor  under  such  circumstances  as 
to  create  a  moral  obligation  on  his  part  to 
pay  for  the  same  will  support  his  express 
promise  to  do  so,  although  there  was  at  no 
time  any  legal  liability,  perfect  or  imper- 
fect, resting  upon  him  to  do  so. 

In  Montgomery  v.  Downey,  116  Iowa,  632, 
88  N.  W.  810,  the  court  said  that  in  some 
cases  a  subsequent  promise  is  equivalent  to 
a  previous  request  and  creates  a  liability, 
although  none  existed  before  for  want  of  a 
re<j[uest,  as  where  the  consideration  moves 
directly  from  plaintiff  to  defendant,  and  is 
directly  for  his  benefit  (citing  Boothe  v. 
Fitzpatrick,  36  Vt.  681).  This,  however, 
was  obiter,  as  a  previous  request  was  proven 
in  this  case. 

A  moral  obligation  resting  upon  one  to 
pay  for  his  board,  although  he  was  under 
no  legal  obligation,  is  sufficient  to  sustain 
his  allowance  of  credit  therefor  upon  an 
indebtedness  due  from  the  other  party. 
Weihing  v.  Kurfes,  12  Ky.  L.  Rep.  893. 

The  moral  obligation  of  a  father  to  com- 
pensate his  children  for  services  rendered 
to  him  by  them  after  their  majority,  al- 
though they  had  no  claim  which  they  could 
have  enforced  at  law,  is  a  good  considera- 
tion for  promissory  notes  given  in  payment 
thereof.  Sutch's  Estate,  201  Pa.  305,  50 
Atl.  943.  It  is  expressly  stated  in  the 
opinion  that,  prior  to  the  giving  of  the 
notes,  the  children  had  no  claim  which  they 
could  enforce  at  law. 

Bailey  v.  Philadelphia,  167  Pa.  569,  46 
Am.  St.  Rep.  691,  31  Atl.  925,  holding  that 
it  was  competent  for  the  council  of  a  city 
to  recognize  its  moral  obligation  to  pay  a 
teacher  who  had  served  under  an  appoint- 
ment that  had  not  been  confirmed,  as  was 
subsequently  held  by  the  court  to  be  nec- 
essary, clearly  implied  that  a  promise  to 
pay  under  such  circumstances  would  be  en- 
forced against  an  individual. 
34 
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In  Anderson  v.  Beat,  176  Pa.  498,  35  Atl. 
194,  the  court,  in  holding  that  promises  not 
enforceable  because  not  in  writing  consti- 
tute a  sufficient  consideration  for  a  new 
promise,  stated  that  it  is  definitely  settled 
in  Pennsylvania  that  a  moral  obligation  is 
a  sufBcient  consideration  to  support  an  ex- 
press promise,  and  remarked  that  the  dis- 
tinction sought  to  be  made  between  consid- 
erations formerly  good,  but  now  barred  by 
statute,  and  those  barred  by  statute  in  the 
first  instance,  is  not  substantial,  and  is  not 
sustained  by  the  cases.  The  court,  howerer, 
somewhat  unnecessarily,  it  would  seem, 
called  attention  to  the  tact  that  the  statute 
does  not  declare  the  contracts  upon  which 
the  promises  were  made  either  illegal  or 
void,  but  simply  renders  them  unenforceable 
unless  proved  by  writing. 

In  Willoughby  v.  Wuloughby,  70  S.  C. 
516,  50  S.  E.  208,  holding  that  the  mutual 
promises  of  two  brothers,  followed  by  per- 
formance by  one  of  them,  to  pay  their  sis- 
ters the  proceeds  of  a  certain  insurance 
policy,  constituted  a  sufficient  considera- 
tion— ^the  court  said  that  it  was  not  to  be 
regarded  as  indorsing  unqualifiedly,  in  its 
isolated  form,  the  charge  of  the  trial  court 
that  "the  moral  obligation,  when  coupled 
with  a  promise  to  pay,  raises  a  sufficient 
consideration  upon  which  to  base  an  ac- 
tion." The  court  added  that,  perhaps,  the 
preponderance  of  authority  would  sustain 
the  proposition  that  a  moral  obligation  is 
not  a  valuable  consideration,  and  that  to 
be  sufficient  to  support  an  enforceable  prom- 
ise the  moral  obligation  should  be  at  least 
a  perfect  moral  obligation, — an  obligation 
of  justice,  and  not  of  benevolence  or  piety. 

The  moral  obligation  assumed  by  a  firm 
of  stockbrokers  by  the  statement  in  a  cir- 
cular letter  requesting  their  creditors  to 
execute  a  release  of  their  claims  upon  re- 
ceiving in  payment  certain  securities  at  a 
fixed  valuation,  that  they  proposed  to  prof- 
fer their  moral  obligation  to  take  the  se- 
curities back  at  such  valuation  at  a  cer- 
tain date,  is  a  sufficient  consideration  for 
a  subsequent  promise  to  that  eiTect,  Tay- 
lor v.  Hotehkiss,  81  App.  Div.  470,  80  N. 
Y.  Supp.  1042,  4th  Department,  affirmed 
without  opinion  in  179  N.  Y.  546,  71  N.  E. 
1140.  The  court  said  that  the  moral  ob- 
ligation assumed  by  the  debtors  may  be  re- 
garded as  being  so  connected  with  and  re- 
lated to  a  prior  legal  obligation  as  to  bring 
it  within  the  characteristics  of  moral  obli- 
gations which  are  held  sufficient  to  furnish 
a  legal  consideration  for  subsequent  prom- 
ises or  agreements.  This  case  was  decided 
upon  the  clear  assumption  that  the  state- 
ment in  the  circular  created  a  moral  obli- 
gation only,  and  no  legal  liability. 

In  Re  Simmons,  48  Misc.  484,  96  N.  Y. 
Supp.  1103,  the  surrogate  held  that  notes 
for  $1,000  each,  given  by  decedent  to  her 
nephews,  payable  upon  her  death,  were  val- 
id claims  against  her  estate,  it  appearing 
that  they  were  given  in  payment  for  slight 
services  rendered  by  them  in  showing  her 
about  and  making  her  occasional  visits  to 
them  pleasant,  notwithstanding  that  it  is 
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specifically  stated  that  they  did  not  mifa 
any  charge  for  such  services  nor  expect  anjr 
payment  therefor.  It  is  clear  from  tba 
opinion  that  these  notes  were  upheld  on  the 
ground  of  the  past  services,  for  it  is  spe- 
cifically stated  that  had  the  notes  been  giTen 
solely  to  equalize  the  distribution  of  the 
maker's  estate,  or  if  they  had  been  given 
solely  in  consideration  of  love  and  affec- 
tion, or  to  make  a  gift  after  the  decedent't 
death,  or  had  the  consideration  been  wholly 
meritorious,  they  would  not  have  been  en- 
forceable. 

In  Yarwood  v.  Trusts  &  Guarantee  Co. 
94  App.  Div.  47,  87  N.  Y.  Supp.  947,  and 
Re  Todd,  47  Misc.  36,  95  N.  Y.  Supp.  211, 
subsequent  promises  to  pay  substantial 
sums  for  very  slight  services  previously 
rendered  were  also  upheld;  but  in  these 
cases  there  was,  theoretically  at  least,  a 
slight  legal  liability,  sufficient  to  consti- 
tute a  consideration  for  a  subsequent  prom- 
ise. 

Cases  like  Parke  &  L.  Co.  v.  San  Fran- 
cisco Bridge  Co.  146  Cal.  634,  78  Pac  1065, 
79  Pac.  71,  and  Irwin  v.  Locke,  20  Colo. 
148,  36  Pac.  898,  and  Fiske  Min.  &  Mill. 
Co.  ▼.  Reed,  32  Colo.  607,  77  Pae.  240, 
holding  that  where  a  part  of  the  consid- 
eration is  past  and  part  is  not,  it  it  suf- 
ficient to  sustain  the  promise  as  to  both 
past  and  future,  are,  of  course,  not  in 
point. 

While,  as  above  shown,  the  view  that  a 
moral  obligation,  in  order  to  constitute  a 
sufficient  consideration  for  a  subsequent  ex- 
press promise,  must  at  one  time  have  been 
a  legal  obligation,  has  received  some  addi- 
tional support  from  the  cases  decided  since 
the  note  in  53  L.R.A.  363,  the  other  side 
of  that  question  has  also  received  addi- 
tional support  from  the  cases  just  cited,  as 
well  as  from  MuiB  T.  Kaite  and  Edson  v. 
Poppe. 

The  doctrine  of  the  latter  cases,  which 
recognizes  the  sufficiency  of  the  moral  ob- 
ligation arising  from  the  receipt  of  actual 
material  or  pecuniary  benefit,  assuming 
that  it  has  not  previously  been  exhausted 
by  forming  the  consideration  for  a  legal 
obligation  already  enforced  or  still  enforce- 
able, to  support  a  subsequent  express  prom- 
ise to  pay  for  the  same,  without  insisting 
that  there  shall  have  been  at  some  time 
previous  a  legal  liability,  as  applied  to 
facts  like  those  involved  in  the  two  cases 
just  referred  to,  or  of  Drake  v.  Bell. 
26  Misc.  237,  65  N.  Y.  Supp.  945,  or 
Doty  T.  Wilson,  14  Johns.  378,  certainly 
approximates  more  closely  to  practical  jus- 
tice and  honesty  than  does  the  contrary 
doctrine,  which  would  deny  the  validity  of 
the  new  promise  in  those  cases  fot  the  tech- 
nical reason  that,  though  there  was  mate- 
rial pecuniary  benefit  to  the  promjisor,  there 
was  never  at  any  time  prior  to  tebe  express 
promise  any  legal  liability  reating  upon 
him.  f 

It  would  have  been  a  sufficiem  hardship 
upon  the  plaintiff'  in  the  Draice  Case  ii, 
because  of  the  defendant's  refuel  to  make 
the  promise  to  pay  him,  he  h'^ad  been  ua- 
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•Ha  to  neow  oompensation  for  his  serr- 
lee»  in  improviiu;  defendant's  property. 
That  result  woulo,  of  course,  have  to  be 
■dmitted  in  the  absence  of  a  subsequent  ex- 
DTcss  promise.  The  courts,  however,  should 
M  utilte  to  find  some  means  of  enabling 
one  to  recover  under  such  circumstances, 
where  there  was  not  merely  the  detriment 
to  him,  but  a  positive  benefit  of  a  material 
and  pecuniary  nature  to  the  other  party; 
tod  it  seems  like  flying  in  the  face  of  Prov- 
idence to  reject  the  opportunity  to  do  sub- 
■tantial  justice  between  the  parties,  af- 
forded by  the  subsequent  express  promise. 
As  it  appeared  in  the  Drake  Case  that  both 
the  bouse  owned  by  the  defendant  and  the 
house  next  door,  owned  by  a  third  person, 
needed  repairs  of  the  same  kind,  it  would 
not  be  altogether  fanciful  to  suppose  that 
the  defendant  had  in  fact  employed  another 
person  to  make  the  same  repairs,  and  that 
the  latter,  finding  the  plaintiff  already  at 
work  oa  the  house  in  question,  had  sup- 
posed that  his  employer's  house  was  the 
next  one,  and  had  accordingly  made  the 
repairs  on  that  house.  It  must  be  admit- 
ted that  if  the  two  owners  saw  fit  to  stand 
on  their  strict  legal  rights  and  refuse  to 
pay  for  the  improvement  of  their  property, 
which,  under  the  present  assumption,  each 
had  intended  to  have  made,  there  could  be 
no  recovery;  but  ought  the  courts  in  such 
a  ease  to  decline  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  afforded  by  the  subsequent 
promises  of  the  owners  to  do  what  in  all 
honesty  they  ought  to  do,  even  though  they 
should  subsequently  repent  themselves  of 
their  promise  and  seek  to  confiscate  the 
fruits  of  the  workmen's  efforts? 

Judge  Gaynor  in  Drake  t.  Bell  succinctly 
stated  the  true  doctrine  when  he  said: 
"^e  rule  seems  to  be  that  a  subsequent 
promise  founded  on  a  former  and  enforce- 
able obligation  or  on  value  previously  had 
from  the  promitea  is  binding."  (Italics 
ours.)  It  is  the  addition  of  the  second 
alternative  which  distinguishes  his  position 
from  that  taken  by  the  courts  that  insist 
npon  the  existence  of  a  former  enforceable 
lejml  obligation.  When  Drake  v.  Bell  came 
before  the  appellate  division  (46  App.  Div. 
276,  61  N.  Y.  Supp.  657),  the  latter  court 
fonnd  it  unnecessary  to  inquire  whether, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
ease,  the  moral  obligation  to  pay,  coupled 
with  the  value  bestowed  upon  the  property 
and  the  enjoyment  of  the  premises  by  the 
defendant,  was  sufiBcient  to  constitute  a  le- 
?al  consideration  for  the  promise  to  pay, 
for  the  reason,  as  it  said,  that  the  court 
found  that  some  articles  were  not  attached 
to  the  freehold,  and  might  have  been  taken 
away,  and  the  plaintiff  was  induced  to  leave 
them  upon  the  owner's  promise  to  pay  for 
them,  which  would,  of  course,  constitute  a 
snfBcient  consideration,  apart  from  any 
question  as  to  moral  obligation.  This  dis- 
position of  the  case,  however,  in  no  way 
detracts  from  the  value  of  Judge  Oa^nor's 
decision  as  a  judicial  precedent,  since  that 
decision  was  rendered  upon  the  assumption 
expressly  stated  by  him  that  the  defendant, 
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prior  to  tiie  subsequent  promise,  was  un- 
der no  legal  obligation  to  pay  for  the  work, 
and  that  there  was  no  question  of  accept- 
ance as  of  a  chattel,  for  there  was  nothing 
capable  of  being  rejected  or  taken  away. 

The  impression  that,  to  render  a  moral 
obligation  a  sufficient  consideration  for  an 
express  promise,  there  must  have  been  at 
one  time  a  legal  liability,  seems  to  h.tve 
arisen  from,  or  at  least  to  have  been  fos- 
tered by,  the  statement  in  the  note  to  Wen- 
nail  V.  Adney,  that  Lord  Mansfield  in 
Hawkes  v.  Saunders,  Cowp.  pt.  1,  p.  290, 
mentioned  as  instances  of  express  promises 
supported  by  a  moral  obligation,  a  promise 
to  pay  a  debt  barred  by  the  statute  of  lim- 
itations, a  promise  by  a  bankrupt,  after  his 
certificate,  to  pay  an  antecedent  debt,  and 
a  promise  by  a  person  of  full  age  to  pay  a 
debt  contracted  during  his  infancy, — all 
instances  in  which  there  was  at  one  time  a 
legal  liability,  perfect  or  imperfect,  though 
it  was  not  enforceable  at  the  time  of  the 
subsequent  express  promise.  Undoubtedly, 
cases  of  the  kind  Lord  Mansfield  thus  in- 
stanced furnish  the  most  numerous  and  fa- 
miliar instances  of  moral  obligations  aris- 
ing from  the  receipt  of  actual  material  or 
pecuniary  benefit,  apart  from  any  legal  lia- 
bility existing  at  the  time  of  the  express 
promise;  but  that  Lord  Mansfield  did  not 
mean  to  intimate  that  they  were  the  only 
cases  of  that  kind,  or  that  it  was  only 
where  there  was  once  a  l^^l  liability  that 
a  moral  obligation  would  constitute  a  con- 
sideration, seems  to  be  indicated  by  his 
statement  that  "a  legal  or  equitable  duty 
is  a  sufficient  consideration  for  an  actual 
promise;  where  a  man  is  under  a  moral  ob- 
ligation which  no  court  of  law  or  equity 
can  enforce,  and  promises,  the  honesty  and 
rectitude  of  the  thing  is  a  consideration." 
The  comparative  frequency,  upon  the  one 
side,,  of  moral  obligations  of  the  first  of  the 
classes  enumerated  at  the  beginning  of  the 
note  (that  is,  moral  obligations  resting  en- 
tirely on  ethical  considerations,  unconnect- 
ed with  the  receipt  of  any  actual  material 
or  pecuniary  benefit  by  the  promisor),  and 
upon  th^  other  side,  of  moral  obligations  of 
the  second  class  (that  is,  moral  obligations 
arising  from  or  connectied  with  a  pre-ex- 
isting I^^I  liability  which  has  been  dis- 
charged or  become  unenforceable  by  opera- 
tion of  law) ;  and  the  comparative  infrequen-  ' 
cy  of  cases  like  Drake  v.  Bell,  for  instance, 
where  it  was  clear  that  the  promisor  re- 
ceived actual  material  benefit,  as  distin- 
guished from  what  may  be  termed  a  mere 
moral  benefit,  under  such  circumstances  as 
to  create  originally  no  legal  liability,  per- 
fect or  imperfect, — was  calculated  to  con- 
firm the  tendency  to  recognize  only  two 
classes  of  moral  obligations,  the  first  and 
second,  and  to  state  the  general  rule  in 
terms  admitting  the  sufficiency  only  of  ob- 
ligations of  the  second  class,  with  the  re- 
sult that  when  cases  occasionally  arose  that 
belonged  to  the  third  or  fourth  class,  they 
had  already  in  effect  been  excluded  from 
the  category  of  moral  obligations  that  will 
sustain  a  promise,  by  general  statements  in 
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previous  cases,  that  were  framed  without 
especial  reference  to  them. 

The  necessity,  if  the  general  doctrine  that 
a  mere  moral  obligation  will  not  austaiii 
an  express  promise  is  to  be  maintained,  of 
admitting  that  the  moral  obligation,  in  or- 
der to  constitute  a  sufficient  consideration 
for  an  express  promise,  must  once  have 
been  a  legal' liability,  might  be  conceded,  if 
the  question  whether  or  not  there  was  ever 
any  legal  liability  were  the  only  basis  for 
distinguishing  between  a  moral  obligation 
resting  solely  on  ethical  considerations  and 
a  moral  obligation  arising  out  of  circum- 
stances of  which  the  courts  can  take  cog- 
nizance. There  is,  however,  an  essential 
and  vital  distinction  between  a  moral  ob- 
ligation of  the  first  class  and  one  of  the 
fourth  class,  arising  from  the  absence  in 
the  former  and  the  presence  in  the  latter  of 
an  actual  material  and  pecuniary  benefit 
to  the  promisor,  even  though  it  was  con- 
ferred without  previous  request  or  promise 
on  his  part.  The  point  of  the  distinction 
is,  that  the  benefit  received  by  the  prom- 
isor in  cases  of  the  fourth  class  would  in 
itself,  and  independently  of  any  element  of 
detriment  to  the  promisee,  sustain  an  ante- 
cedent or  contemporaneous  promise,  where- 
as in  cases  of  the  first  class,  if  an  antece- 
dent or  contemporaneous  promise  would  be 
sustained  at  all,  the  consideration  would 
consist  solely  of  the  detriment  to  the  prom- 
isee, and  not  at  all  of  benefit  to  the  prom- 
isor. To  illustrate:  If  the  promise  on  the 
part  of  the  father  in  Mills  t.  Wyman,  3 
Pick.  207,  supra  (which  belongs  to  the  first 
class),  had  preceded  the  services  rendered 
in  caring  for  the  son,  doubtless  that  prom- 
ise would  have  been  valid  and  binding;  but 
the  consideration  in  that  case  would  have 
consisted  solely  of  the  detriment  to  the 
promisee,  since  there  was  no  benefit  to  the 
promisor  of  which  the  court  could  take,  cog- 
nizance. In  Drake  v.  Bell,  26  Misc.  237, 
66  N.  Y.  Supp.  945  (which  belongs  to  the 
fourth  class),  however,  the  repair  of  the 
defendant's  house  was  a  material  and  pe- 
cuniary benefit  to  him,  which,  of  itself,  and 
independently  of  any  element  of  detriment 
to  the  promisee,  would  have  sustained  an 
antecedent  promise  to  pay  for  the  same. 

The  distinction  based  on  the  question 
whether  or  not  the  promisor  received  any 
material  benefit,  as  contrasted  with  the 
mere  satisfaction  of  his  ethical  obligations, 
rather  than  the  question  whether  or  not 
there  was  ever  a  legal  liability,  seems  to 
be  the  real  justification  for  upholding  the 
subsequent  express  promise  in  one  case  and 
not  in  another.  Since  even  when  there  was 
formerly  a  legal  liability  which  had  be- 
come barred  or  discharged  by  operation  of 
law,  it  mtut  be  conceded  that,  prior  to  the 
subsequent  express  promise,  it  was  as  much 
beyond  the  power  of  the  law  to  enforce  that 
liability  without  the  promisor's  consent  or 
acquiescence  as  if  it  had  never  existed,  it 
is  difficult  to  perceive  how  the  fact  of  its 
former  existpnee  can  have  any  legitimate 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


effect  upon  the  question  «•  to  the  sufilcien- 
cy  of  the  moral  obligations  remaining  after 
the  bar  or  discharge  to  support  a  new 
promise,  except  as  it  may  enable  the  court 
to  distinguish  that  moral  obligation  from 
those  moral  obligations  which  rest  solely 
on  ethical  considerations,  of  which  the 
court  may  not  take  cognizance.  But,  as  al- 
ready shown,  a  sufficient  basis  for  this  dis- 
tinction may  be  found  in  the  answer  to  the 
question  whether  the  promisor  actually  re- 
ceived material,  pecuniary  benefit  which 
would  in  itself,  and  apart  from  any  ele- 
ment of  detriment  to  the  promisee,  consti- 
tute a  sufficient  consideration  for  an  an- 
tecedent or  contemporaneous  promise.  The 
application  of  this  test,  for  example,  to  the 
facts  involved  in  Drake  v.  Bell,  at  once  dis- 
closes a  moral  obligation  of  the  kind  that 
will  support  an  express  promise,  whereas 
its  application  to  the  facts  involved  in 
Mills  V.  Wyman  discloses  at  once  a  moral 
obligation  resting  entirely  on  ethical  con- 
siderations, and  destitute  of  any  element  of 
material  or  pecuniary  benefit  to  the  prom- 
isor, and  so  insufficient  to  support  a  sub- 
sequent express  promise,  though  there  was 
an  actual  pecuniary  detriment  to  the  prom- 
isee which  would  have  sustained  an  ante- 
cedent express  promise.  This  doctrine, 
therefore,  does  not  trench  at  all  upon  the 
rule  that  moral  obligations  arising  solely 
from  ethical  considerations  or  from  the  det- 
riment suffered  by  the  promisee,  and  un- 
connected with  the  receipt  of  actual  mate- 
rial or  pecuniary  benefit,  will  not  afford  a 
consideration  for  a  subsequent  express 
promise.  Nor,  even  assuming  that  there 
was  material  benefit  to  the  promisor  which 
would  have  sustained  an  antecedent  or  con- 
temporaneous express  promise,  does  it  sus- 
tain a  subsequent  express  promise  if  the 
benefit  was  conferred  without  any  expecta- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  promisee  of  remu- 
neration or  compensation,  or  was  otherwise 
rendered  under  such  circumstances  as  to 
create  no  moral  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  promisor.  Nor,  again,  even  assuming 
the  existence  of  all  the  other  elements,  does 
the  doctrine  apply  so  as  to  uphold  the  sub- 
sequent promise  if  the  benefit  received  has 
already^  formed  the  consideration  of  a  legal 
obligation  already  enforced  or  still  enforce- 
able. To  render  this  doctrine  applicable  it 
must  appear  (1)  that  the  service  or  other 
consideration  moving  from  the  promisee 
conferred  an  actual  material  or  pecuniary 
benefit  on  the  promisor,  and  not  merely 
that  it  resulted  in  detriment  to  the  prom- 
isee; (2)  that  the  promisee  expected  to  be 
compensated  therefor,  and  did  not  intend  it 
as  a  mere  gift  or  gratuity;  (3)  that  the 
circumstances  were  such  as  to  create  a  mor- 
al obligation  on  the  part  of  the  promisor; 
(4)  that  the  benefit  received  has  not 
constituted  the  consideration  for  another 
promise  already  enforced  or  still  legally 
enforceable.  It  is  not  necessary,  however, 
under  this  doctrine,  that  there  shall  ever 
have  been  any  legal  liability  resting  upon 
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the  promiBor,  although,  of  course,  the  fact 
that  there  was  at  one  time  such  a  legal  lia- 
bility does  not  operate  to  talce  the  case  out 
of  the  doctrine. 

While  it  is  clear  that  neither  the  fact  of 
detrinient  to  the  promisee  nor  benefit  to 
the  promisor,  even  though  both  were  of  a 
material  or  pecuniary  nature,  lo  that  an 
antecedent  or  contemporaneous  promise 
could  have  rested  for  its  consideration  on 
either,  will,  in  the  absence  of  a  subsequent 
promise,  create  any  legal  liability  on  the 
part  of  the  beneficiary  to  pay  for  services 
rendered  without  previous  promise  or  re- 
quest by  him,  express  or  implied,  even 
though  the  circumstances  were  such  as  to 
create  a  strong  moral  obligation  on  his 
part;  and  while  it  is  also  clear  that  if  the 
benefit  received  by  the  promisor  under  8U(;h 
circumstances  was  not  of  a  material  or  pe- 
cuniary nature  which  would  of  itself  have 
sustained  an  antecedent  or  contemporane- 
ous promise,  the  detriment  suffered  by  the 
promisee,  even  though  of  such  a  material 
or  pecuniary  nature,  and  accompanied  by 
a  strong  moral  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  promisor,  will  not  sustain  a  subsequent 
express  promise  to  pay  for  such  services, — 
yet  there  seems  to  be  no  substantial  reason 
why  the  subsequent  promise  should  not  be 
sustained  if  the  services  were  rendered  un- 
der such  circumstances  as  to  create  a  moral 
obligation  on  the  part  of  the  promisor,  and 
the  benefit  received  by  the  promisor  was  of 
a  material  or  pecuniarj'  nature,  sufficient 
of  itself,  and  independently  of  any  element 
of  detriment  to  the  promisee,  to  have  sus- 
tained an  antecedent  or  contemporaneous 
promise,  although  there  was  in  fact  no  such 
antecedent  or  contemporaneous  promise  or 
request,  and  no  legal  liability  at  any  time 
prior  to  the  subsequent  express  promise. 

This  view,  it  will  be  observed,  does  not 
call  upon  the  courts  in  the  search  for  a 
consideration  to  go  outside  the  domain  of 
material  and  substantial  benefit  and  into 
the  realm  of  mere  moral  duty,  since  the 
benefit  contemplated  by  this  view  is  of  the 
'  same  material  and  pecuniary  nature  as  that 
which  the  court  is  accustomed  to  recognize 
as  sufficient  to  constitute  a  consideration 
for  an  antecedent  or  contemporaneous  prom- 
ise, even  apart  from  any  element  of  detri- 
ment to  the  promisee.  This  view  also  af- 
fords full  and  complete  protection  against 
one's  (possibly  passing)  fancy  to  transmute 
his  moral  obligations  of  a  mere  conscien- 
tious or  ethical  nature  into  legal  liabili- 
ties, and  ample  protection  against  the  im- 
Srovement  of  property  or  the  payment  of 
ebts  by  a  third  person  at  the  expense  of 
the  owner  or  debtor,  but  without  his  knowl- 
edge or  consent,  so  long  as  the  latter  re- 
frains from  promising  to  pay  the  innocent 
or  officious  meddler;  but  if,  recognizing  his 
moral  obligation  and  the  pecuniary  and 
financial  benefit  that  has  been  conferred 
upon  him,  he  sees  fit  to  bind  himself,  "let 
him  be  bound." 
26  LJLA.(N.S.) 


ITEBRASKA  SUPRBME  COtmT. 

WILLIAM  P.  MOHR,  Appt., 

HENRY  RiaCGAUER. 

(82  Neb.  398,  117  N.  W.  950.) 

Note  —  consideration  —  commission  — 
oral  promise. 

While  an  oral  promise  to  pay  a  commis- 
sion to  a  broker  for  the  sale  of  real  estate  is 
unenforceable  because  of  the  statute  of  1897 
(Laws  1897,  chap.  67,  p.  304),  so  long  as  it 
rests  in  parol,  it  constitutes  a  sufficient 
consideration  to  support  a  promissory  note 
given  in  payment  of  such  commission, 

(October  8,  1908.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Boyd  County  in 
defendant's  favor  in  an  action  upon  a  prom- 
issory note.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  commissioner's 
opinion. 

'  Messrs.  N.  D.  Burch  and  K.  JT.  Clem- 
ents for  appellant. 
Mr.  W.  T.  Wills  for  appellee.  ' 

Calkins,  C,  filed  the  following  opinion: 
This  was  an  action  upon  a  promissory 
note.  The  evidence  tended  to  show  that  the 
defendant  employed  the  plaintiff  as  broker 
to  sell  480  acres  of  land,  and  orally  agreed 
to  pay  him  as  commission  for  such  services 
the  sum  of  $1  an  acre;  that,  after  plaintiff 
performed  such  contract  on  his  part,  a  dis- 
pute arose  as  to  the  amount  which  the  plain- 
tiff was  entitled  to  receive,  and  to  settle 
such  controversy  the  defendant  executed  the 
note  in  question  for  the  sum  of  $200.  The 
court  below  took  the  view  that  an  oral 
contract  to  pay  plaintiff  a  commission  being 
unenforceable  because  of  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  1897  (Laws  1897,  chap.  67,  p.  304) 
Comp.  Stat  1897,  chap.  73,  §  74)  such 
services  did  not  constitute  a'  sufficient  con- 
sideration to  support  the  note,  and  directed 
a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  From  a  judg* 
ment  entered  upon  this  verdict,  the  plaintiff 
appeals. 

The  statute  in  question  has  been  sus- 
tained, and  it  has  been  frequently  held  that, 
where  the  employment  is  oral,  there  can 
be  no  recovery  upon  the  contract  (Allen  v. 
Hall,  64  Neb.  256,  89  N.  W.  803;  Baker  r. 
Gillan,  68  Neb.  368,  94  N.  W.  416;  Covey 

Headnote  by  Calkins,  C. 


Note.  —  See  note  to  Muir  ▼.  Kane,  as  to 
moral  obligation  as  consideration  for  m> 
express  promise,  ante,  610. 
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V.  Henry,  71  Neb.  118,  98  N.  W.  434;  Daniel- 
son  V.  Goebel,  71  Neb.  30Q,  98  N.  W.  819) ; 
nor  upon  a  quantum  meruit  for  service*  per- 
formed (Blair  ▼.  Austin,  71  Nd>.  401,  98 
N.  W.  1040;  Rodenbrock  v.  Gress,  74  Neb. 
409,  104  N.  W.  758;  Barney  v.  Lasbury,  76 
Neb.  701,  107  N.  W.  989).  Now,  we  have 
presented  the  question  whether  such  services 
constitute  a  sufBcient  consideration  for  a 
written  promise  to  pay.  Like  the  statute 
of  frauds,  of  which  it  is  a  virtual  extension 
and  enlargement,  it  was  designed  to  exclude 
oral  testimony  as  a  means  by  which  the 
rights  of  litigants  could  be  determined  in 
certain  cases  where  experience  has  shown 
that  it  was  particularly  liable  to  abuse. 
Baker  v.  Gillan,  supra.  To  make  a  concrete 
application  of  the  reason  for  the  law,  the 
legislature,  premising  that  a  liability  might 
be  wrongfully  imposed  upon  a  defendant  by 
false  testiinony  if  it  were  permitted  to  be 
established  by  oral  evidence,  has  provided 
that  he  shall  not  be  charged  except  upon  a 
written  contract  subscribed  by  himself. 
When,  however,  the  defendant,  after  receiv- 
ing the  benefit  of  services,  executes  a  written 
promissory  note  in  payment  thereof,  it 
would  seem  that  the  reason  of  the  law  was 
fulfilled.  The  contract  is  then  established 
by  his  own  signature.  The  object  of  the 
statute  is,  as  we  have  seen,  to  prevent 
frauds  and  perjuries;  and,  while  certain 
contracts  are  by  the  terms  thereof  declared 
void,  the  uniform  construction  placed  upon 
the  statute  by  the  courts  renders  it  not  void, 
but  merely  unenforceable.  Riley  v.  Ban- 
croft, 61  Neb.  864,  71  N.  W.  745.  It  is 
within  the  principle  laid  down  by  Baron 
Parke  in  Earle  v.  Oliver,  i  Exch.  71,  that, 
"where  the  consideration  was  originally 
beneficial  to  the  party  promising,  yet,  if  he 
be  protected  from  liability  by  some  provision 
of  the  statute  or  common  law  meant  for  his 
advantage,  he  may  renounce  the  benefit  of 
that  law;  and  if  he  promises  to  pay  the 
debt,  which  is'  only  what  an  honest  man 
ought  to  do,  be  is  then  bound  by  the  law  to 
perform  it."  This  doctrine  has  been  ap- 
plied to  cases  where  the  consideration  of  a 
contract  made  by  a  feme  sole  was  an  unen- 
forceable contract  made  by  her  while  covert, 
as  well  as  to  cases  where  the  consideration 
was  an  oral  promise  to  answer  for  the  debt 
of  a  third  person  unenforceable  by  reason 
ot  the  statute  of  frauds.  Goulding  v.  David- 
son, 26  N.  Y.  604;  Rogers  v.  Stevenson,  16 
Minn.  68,  Gil.  66;  Wills  v.  Ross,  77  Ind. 
1,  40  Am.  Rep.  279. 

We  are  satisfied  that  the  principle  re- 
ferred to  applies  to  the  case  we  are  con- 
sidering, and  that  the  obligation  of  the 
defendant,  while  unenforceable  so  long  as  it 
remained  in  parol,  was  a  sufficient  consid- 
26  L.RJ^.(N.S.) 


eration  for  his  written  promise  to  f§J  tks 
same. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  jndf' 
ment  of  the  District  Court  be  reversed  and 
the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceedin|^ 
in  conformity  with  this  opinion. 

Fawoett  and  Root,  CO.,  concur. 

Per  Cnrlam: 

For  the  reasons  stated  in  the  foregoing 
opinion,  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
is  reversed  and  the  cause  remanded  for  fur- 
ther proceedings  in  conformity  therewith. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  SUPKEBEE  COURT. 

GEORGE  F.  EDSON,  Respt, 

V. 

WILLIAM  POPPE,  Appt 

(—  S.  D.  — ,  124  N.  W.  441.) 

Contract  —  promise  to  pay  for  past  serv- 
ices —  Talldity. 

1.  The  promise  of  a  property  owner  to 
pay  the  cost  of  driving  and  casing  a  well 
wMch  his  tenant  has  constructed  on  the 
property  is  supported  by  a  sufficient  con- 
sideration if  the  services  were  beneficial  to 
him  and  were  not  intended  to  be  gratuitous. 
Appeal  —  motions  —  review. 

2.  The  act  of  the  trial  court  in  overrul- 
ing motions  for  a  directed  verdict  cannot  be 
considered  on  appeal,  if  the  evidence  on 
which  they  are  based  is  not  in  the  abstract 
Same  —  matters  not  In  abstract. 

3.  Assignmehts  of  error  cannot  be  con- 
sidered which  are  based  on  evidence  or  ob- 
jections to  evidence  not  shown  by  the  ab- 
stract* 

(January  12,   1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Turner  County 
in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  for  the  driving  and  casing  of  a  well 
on  defendant's  land.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Edwin  Ijewls  Brown  and 
French  &  Orris  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  Jones  A  Jones  and  Ii.  L.  Fle^ 
ger,  for  respondent: 

When  one  person  has  voluntarily  receired 
a  benefit  from  another,  not  gratuitously 
conferred,  there  rests  a  moral  obligation  to 
compensate  him  for  the  benefit  received,  and 
when  he  has  promised  to  make  compensa- 
tion, the  moral  obligation  arising  out  of 
such  benefit  received  will  be  a  sufficient 
consideration  for  it. 


Note.  —  As  to  moral  obiigatioa  as  con- 
sideration for  express  promisflh  ***  "'^ 
i«  Muir  V.  Kaae,  ante,  519. 
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HoDoway  t.  Rudy  (Trimble  ▼.  Rudy)  22 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  1406,  63  L.RJL  353,  60  S.  W. 
€50;  Fainhain  ▼.  O'Brien,  22  Me.  476;  Drake 
T.  Bell,  26  Miae.  237,  66  K.  Y.  Supp.  946; 
Hawket  ▼.  Saunders,  1  Cowp.  289;  Rankin 
T.  Matthieaen,  10  8.  D.  628,  76  K.  W.  196; 
Kenan  v.  Holloway,  16  Ala.  68,  60  Am.  Dec. 
162;  FerguBon  ▼.  Harris,  89  S.  C.  323,  39 
Am.  St.  Rep.  731,  17  S.  E.  782;  McMorria 
▼.  Hemdon,  2  Bail.  L.  66,  21  Am.  Dec.  616; 
Parsons  y.  Robinson,  27  Jones  &  8.  646,  16 
N.  T.  Supp.  138;  Boothe  v.  Fitcpatrick,  36 
Vt  681;  Jilson  T.  Gilbert,  26  Wis.  637,  7 
Am.  Rep.  100. 

McCoy,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
eourt: 

The  plaintiff  recovered  judgment  upon  the 
▼erdict  of  »  jury  in  the  circuit  court.  The 
ease  was  tried  upon  the  following  com- 
plaint: That  the  defendant  at  all  the  times 
hereinafter  muned  was  the  owner  of  the 
foUowiag  described  premises  situated  in 
Turner  county.  South  Dakota,  to  wit  (de- 
scribing the  land) ;  that  at  all  the  times 
herein  named  George  Poppe  was  in  posses- 
sion of  said  premises  as  the  tenant  of  de- 
fendant; that  during  the  year  1904  this 
plaintiff,  at  the  instance  and  request  of  said 
George  Poppe,  drilled  and  dug  upon  said 
premises  a  well  250  feet  deep,  and  obtained 
water  in  said  well,  and  placed  casing  there- 
in; that  the  reasonable  value  of  the  digging 
and  casing  of  said  well  was  and  is  the  sum 
of  (250;  that  said  well  was  and  is  a  val- 
uable improvement  upon  the  said  premises, 
and  greatly  adds  to  the  value  thereof,  and 
has  been  used  by  the  occupants  of  said 
premises  since  the  said  digging  thereof,  with 
the  knowledge  and  consent  of  defendant; 
that  on  or  about  the  6th  day  of  August, 
1905,  the  defendant,  at  the  said  premises, 
after  having  examined  the  said  well,  and  in 
consideration  of  the  said  well  to  him,  and 
of  the  improvement  it  made  upon  said  prem- 
ises, expressly  ratified  the  acts  of  his  said 
tenant  in  having  said  well  drilled,  and  then 
and  there  promised  and  agreed  to  pay  plain- 
tiff the  reasonable  value  of  the  digging  and 
casing  of  the  said  well  as  aforesaid;  that 
defendant  has  since  refused,  and  still  re- 
fuses, to  pay  plaintiff  anything  for  said 
well.  Wherefore,  etc.  To  the  said  com- 
plaint defendant  made  the  following  an- 
swer: Denies  generally  and  specifically 
each  and  every  allegation  in  said  complaint, 
except  such  as  is  hereinafter  specifically 
admitted.  Defendant  admits  that  he  is  the 
owner  of  the  said  premises,  as  stated  in  the 
eomplaint.  At  the  opening  of  the  trial,  and 
upon  the  offer  of  testimony  on  the  part  of 
plaintiff,  defendant  objected  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  any  evidence,  for  the  reason  that 
the  complaint  did  Jtot  state  a  caiue  of  ac*  ' 
26L.R.A.(N.S.) 


tion,  in  that  the  consideration  alleged  in 
the  contract  is  a  past  consideration,  and  no 
consideration  for  any  promise,  if  any  was 
made,  and  no  consideration  for  the  promise 
alleged.  The  objection  was  overruled,  and 
defendant  excepted.  This  ruling  of  the 
trial  court  is  assigned  and  now  urged  as 
error,  but  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
ruling  of  the  learned  trial  court  was  correct. 
It  seems  to  be  the  general  rule  that  past 
services  are  not  a  sufficient  consideration  for 
a  promise  to  pay  therefor,  made  at  a  sub- 
sequent time,  and  after  such  services  have 
been  fully  rendered  and  completed;  but  in 
some  courts  a  modified  doctrine  of  moral 
obligation  is  adopted,  and  it  is  held  that  a 
moral  obligation,  founded  on  previous  bene- 
fits received  by  the  promisor  at  the  hands 
of  the  promisee,  will  support  a  promise  by 
him.  9  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  361;  Doty  v, 
Wilson,  14  Johns.  378;  Oatfleld  v.  Waring, 
14  Johns.  188;  Glenn  ▼.  Savage,  14  Or.  567, 
13  Pae.  442.  The  authorities  are  not  so 
clear  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  past  services, 
rendered  without  previous  request,  to  sup- 
port an  express  promise;  but,  when  proper 
distinctions  are  made,  the  cases  as  a  whole 
seem  to  warrant  the  statement  that  such  a 
promise  is  supported  by  a  sufficient  consid- 
eration if  the  services  were  beneficial,  and 
were  not  intended  to  be  gratuitous.  Trim- 
ble v.  Kudy,  53  L.R.A.,  note  p.  373,  and 
cases  cited.  In  Drake  v.  Bell,  26  Misc.  237, 
55  N.  Y.  Supp.  945,  a  mechanic,  under  con- 
tract to  repair  a  vacant  house,  by  mistake 
repaired  the  house  next  door,  which  be- 
longed to  the  defendant.  The  repairing  was 
a  benefit  to  the  latter,  and  he  agreed  to  pay 
a  certain  amount  therefor.  It  was  held  that 
the  promise  rested  upon  sufficient  considera- 
tion. Gaynor,  J.,  says:  "The  rule  seems  to 
be  that  a  subsequent  promise,  founded  on  a 
former  enforceable  obligation,  or  on  value 
previously  had  from  the  promisee,  is  bind- 
ing." In  Glenn  v.  Savage,  14  Or.  567,  13 
Pac.  442,  it  was  held  that  an  act  done  for 
the  benefit  of  another  without  his  request 
is  deemed  a  voluntary  act  of  courtesy,  for 
which  no  action  can  be  sustained,  unless, 
after  knowing  of  the  service,  the  person 
benefited  thereby  promises  to  pay  for  it. 
In  Boothe  v.  Fitzpatrick,  36  Vt.  681,  it  is 
held  that  if  the  consideration,  even  without 
request,  moves  directly  from  the  plaintiff 
to  the  defendant,  and  inures  directly  to  the 
defendant's  benefit,  the  promise  is  binding 
though  made  upon  a  past  consideration.  In 
this  case  the  court  held  that  a  promise  by 
defendant  to  pay  for  the  past  keeping  of 
a  bull,  which  had  escaped  from  defendant's 
premises  and  been  cared  for  by  plaintiff, 
was  valid,  although  there  was  no  previous 
request,  but  that  the  subsequent  promise 
obviated  that  objection;  it  being  equivalent 
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to  a  previous  request.  The  allegation  of  the 
complaint  here  is  that  the  digging  and  eas- 
ing of  the  well  in  question  inured  directly 
to  the  defendant's  benefit,  and  that,  after 
he  had  'seen  and  examined  the  same,  he  ex- 
pressly promised  and  agreed  to  pay  plaintiff 
the  reasonable  value  thereof.  It  also  ap- 
pears that  said  well  was  made  under  such 
circumstances  as  could  not  be  deemed  gra- 
tuitous on  the  part  of  plaintiff,  or  an  act  of 
voluntary  courtesy  to  defendant.  We  arc 
therefore  of  the  opinion  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances alleged,  the  subsequent  promise 
of  defendant  to  pay  plaintiff  the  reasonable 
value  for  digging  and  casing  said  well  was 
binding,  and  supported  by  sufficient  consid- 
eration. We  are  also  of  the  opinion  that 
the  instructions  based  on  this  complaint,  and 
in  particular  as  to  the  validity  of  the  subse- 
quent promise  of  defendant,  properly  aub- 
mitted  the  issues  to  the  jury. 

At  the  close  of  plaintiff's  evidence,  and 
again  at  the  close  of  all  the  evidence  on 
both  sides,  defendant  moved  for  a  directed 
verdict.  Both  motions  were  overruled.  De- 
fendant excepted,  and  now  assigns  such  rul- 
ings as  error;  but,  as  the  evidence  is  not 
contained  in  the  abstract  on  which  these 
motions  were  based,  the  assignment  cannot 
be  considered.  Neithei'  can  we  consider  as- 
signments of  error  based  on  evidence  or 
objections  to  evidence  not  shown  by  the 
abstract. 

Finding  no  error  in  the  record,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Circuit  Court  la  affirmed. 

Smltb,  J.,  took  no  part  in  this  decision. 


OBOROIA    SUPREME    COTTRT. 
B.  U.  THOMASON,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

HENRY  C.  THOMPSON  et  aL 
(129  Ga.  440,  69  S.  E.  236.) 

JTnrisdiction  —ancillary  proceedings. 

1.  Where  an  execution  has  been  levied  on 
land,  and  a  claim  is  filed,  and  the  papers 
are  returned  to  the  superior  court  of  the 
county  where  the  land  lies,  for  trial,  that 
court  has  jurisdiction  of  an  ancillary  peti- 
tion in  aid  of  the  levy,  instituted  by  tho 
plaintiff  in  execution  against  a  claimant, 
irrespective  of  the  claimant's  residence,  as 
to  matters  germane  to  the  issue  involved  in 
the  claim  case. 

Judgment  —  fraud  —  relief. 

2.  A  judgment  will  not  be  set  aside  on 
the  ground  that  the  prevailing  party  prac- 
tised a  fraud  on  the  court  and  on  the  ad- 
verse party  by  concealing  the  evidence  of 
his  fraud,  where  the  particular  fraud,  evi- 

Headnotes  by  Etars,  P.  J. 
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dence  to  establish  which  is  alleged  to  have 
been  concealed,  was  the  issue  on  trial  sod 
there  adjudicated. 
Same  — 'conclusiveness. 

3.  Where  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  land 
under  a  mortgage  fi.  fa.  are  claimed  by  i 
common-law  judgment  of  inferior  date  to 
the  mortgage,  and  a  rule  against  the  sheriff 
is  brought  to  distribute  the  money,  to  which 
rtile  both  lien  creditors  are  parties,  and  the 
validity  of  the  mortgage  hen  is  attacked 
by  appropriate  pleadings,  and  the  jury  ren- 
ders a  verdict  sustaining  the  validity  of  the 
lien,  upon  which  judgment  is  entered,  such 
judgment  will  estop  the  holder  of  the  com- 
mon-law fi.  fa.  from  attacking  the  deed  by 
tlie  sheriff  to  the  mortgage  creditor  as  pur- 
chaser, for  the  same  alleged  cause  of  invslidi- 
ty  adjudicated  in  the  rule  to  distribute  the 
money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  land. 

(November  13,  1907.) 

ERROR  to  the  Superior  Court  for  Oreene 
County  to  review  a  judgment  in  favor 
of  defendants  in  an  action  brought  to  set 
aside  a  judgment  and  fix  *  lien  on  certain 
real  estate.    Affirmed.  , 

Statement  by  £>an8,  P.  J.: 

R.  U.  Thomason,  as  transferee  from  the 
executors  of  P.  R.  Thomason,  of  a  common- 
law  fi.  fa.  issued  upon  a  judgment  in  favor 
of  these  executors,  against  H.  E.  Thompson, 
rendered  at  the  September  term,  1886,  of 
Greene  superior  court,  brought  his  equitable 
petition  in  that  court  against  Swann,  sher- 
iff, successor  of  English,  former  sheriff,  and 
Noel  P.  Park,  as  administrator  of  H.  E. 
Thompson,  residents  of  Oreene  county,  and 


JVo/e.  —  Concealment     of     evidence    a» 
ground  for  relief  agatnat  judgment. 

Concealment  of  material  facts  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  a  judgment  is  a  species 
of  fraud  which  courts  of  equity  have  quite 
uniformly  relieved  against.  The  fraud  in 
this  class  of  cases  being  more  susceptible  of 
certain  proof  than  in  the  case  of  judgments 
procured  by  perjury,  the  courts  have  more 
readily  come  to  the  aid  of  the  defrauded 
party.  The  only  difficulty  is  to  distinguish 
between  facts  which  a  party  is  bound  in 
good  faith  to  disclose  and  facts  which  be- 
long properly  to  the  other  side,  which  he  is 
under  no  obligation  to  present  to  the  court 

For  perjury  as  ground  for  relief  against 
judgment,  see  subject  note  to  Graves  t. 
Graves,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  216,  and  supplfr 
mentary  notes  appended  to  South  Haven  * 
E.  R.  Co.  V.  Culver,  23  L.R.A.(N..S.)  5«4, 
and  Reeves  v.  Reeves,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  874. 

The  general  rule  concerning  the  interpo- 
sition of  a  court  of  chancery  after  judgment 
at  law  is  that,  where  the  party  had  a  valid 
legal  defense  on  the  merits,  and  was  pr*- 
vented  in  any  manner  from  maintaining  it 
by  fraud,  mistake,  or  accident,  and  thers 
has  t>een  no  negligence,  laches,  or  other  fault 
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Heni7  C.  Thompton  aad  Ut  wife^  reridenta 
of  Fulton  county,  alleging  rabstantially  ai 
follow*:  On  December  8,  1885,  William  H. 
and  H.  E.  Thompson,  both  then  of  Oreene 
county,  but  now  deceased,  executed  and  de- 
livered to  Henry  0.  Thompson  a  mortgage 
to  aecure  a  pretended  indebtedness  of  $5,500, 
covering  a  tract  of  land  in  Greene  county. 
William  H.  Thompson  died  testate,  be- 
queathing all  his  property  to  Henry  E. 
Thompson,  who  was  ncnninated  his  executor. 
At  the  September  term,  1886,  Henry  C. 
Thompson  foreclosed  this  mortgage,  the  pro- 
oeediog  being  against  Henry  £.  Thompson 
individually  and  as  executor  of  William  H. 
Thompson.  In  November,  1886,  the  land 
was  sold  by  English,  sheriff,  under  the  mort- 
gage fi.  fa.  of  Thompson  and  the  common- 


law  fi.  fa.  of  Henderson  and  Campbell,  exec- 
utors of  P.  R.  Thomason,  and  bid  in  by  Hen- 
ry C.  Thompson  for  $2,019,  and  a  sheriff's 
deed  was  made  to  him  in  pursuance  of  that 
sale.  At  the  March  term,  1887,  Campbell 
and  Henderson,  as  executors,  obtained  a  rule 
against  the  sheriff  requiring  him  to  show 
cause  why  the  proceeds  of  this  sale  should 
not  be  paid  to  them  upon  their  fi.  fa. 
English  answered  setting  up  that  the  fund 
was  claimed  by  Thompson  upon  his  mort- 
gage fi.  fa.  Thompson  then  had  himself  made 
a  party  and  claimed  the  fund.  Henderson 
and  Campbell  tendered  an  issue  on  the  trial 
of  the  rule,  setting  up  that  the  mortgage 
on  which  Thompson's  fi.  fa.  was  based  was 
without  consideration,  and  was  executed  for 
the  purpose  of  defeating  their  common-law 


on  his  part,  or  on  the  part  of  his  agent, 
then  a  court  of  equity  will  interfere  and  re- 
strain proceedings  on  the  judgment,  which 
cannot  oe  conscientiously  enforced.  Taylor 
V.  Nashville  ft  C.  R.  Co.  86  Tenn.  228,  6  S. 
W.  393. 

The  rule  aa  to  suppression  of  evidence  is 
that,  where  a  judgment  has  been  procured 
by  intentional  concealment  of  a  material 
fact,  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  the  op- 
posite party  and  deceiving  the  court,  equity 
will  grant  relief.  There  must,  however,  have 
been  no  laches  on  the  part  of  the  defrauded 
party. 

If  the  plaintiff  gets  a  judgment  by  artifice 
or  eonceabnent,  a  court  of  equity  will  grant 
Buitible  relief.  Phillips  v.  Kuhn,  36  Neb. 
187,  82  N.  W.  881. 

Concealment  of  material  facts  is  a  good 
ground  for  coming  into  a  court  of  equity 
aftor  a  trial  at  law.  Fish  ▼.  Lane,  3  N.  C. 
(2  Hayw.)  342. 

But  it  must  be  a  material  fact.  So,  con- 
ceding that,  if  the  concealed  fact  had  been 
disclosed  in  the  surrogate's  court  that  a  cer- 
tain person  was  the  legal  owner  of  a  judg- 
ment, the  plaintiff,  U|...n  such  disclosure 
would  have  made  proof  of  a  release,  and 
would  hare  claimed  that  thereby  the  judg- 
ment, when  it  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
legal  owner  as  legal  owner,  was  extinguished, 
it  was  held  that  the  concealment  of  such  fact 
was  not  ground  for  setting  aside  a  decree, 
where  the  plaintiff  had  in  his  possession  the 
release  of  the  judgment,  which  had  as  much 
effect  by  reason  of  the  equitable  ownership, 
which  was  known  to  the  plaintiff,  as  the 
legal  ownership,  and  failed  to  use  it.  Stil- 
well  V.  Carpenter,  2  Abb.  N.  C.  238,  62  N.  Y. 
639.  The  court  said  that  the  evil  had  come 
upon  the  plaintiff  in  the  action,  not  from 
ignorance  of  a  concealed  fact,  but  from  an 
omission  to  avail  himself  of  facts  which  were 
known,  and  which  were  all  that  were  essen- 
tial to  seek  and  obtain  the  appropriate  re- 
lief in  a  court  competent  to  grant  it. 

Where  the  only  use  sought  to  be  made  of 
a  eoneesled  fact  that  a  certain  person  wa." 
tbe  legal  owner  of  a  judgment  against  at. 
estate  was  to  base  upon  it  a  demand  for  a 
set-off  of  judgments,  the  surrogate  not  hav- 
26  LJt^tNJS.) 


ing  jurisdiction  to  make  such  set-off,  it  was 
held  that  it  could  not  be  said  that  the  con- 
cealment of  the  fact  was  a  fraud  upon  the 
court  and  the  litigant  in  it.    Ibid. 

Where  a  judgment  is  obtained  through 
the  bad  faith  of  the  plaintiff,  who  at  the 
time  knows  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  facts 
and  the  truth,  and  defendant  is  ignorant  of 
the  existence  of  the  very  facts  which  make 
the  judgment  unconscionable,  and  there  is 
nothing  in  the  circumstances  of  the  litiga- 
tion or  the  trial  calculated  to  arouse  the 
suspicion  of  a  prudent  man  of  the  fact  of  a 
fraud  being  practised,  a  court  of  equity  will 
interpose  and  restrain  proceedings  upon  such 
a  fraudulent  judgment;  and  the  fact  that 
the  defense  could  have  been  made  at  law,  and 
that  the  evidence  was  accessible,  will  not  in 
such  a  case  be  such  negligence  as  to  restrain 
the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  equity 
court.  Taylor  v.  Nashville  &  C.  R.  Co. 
supra. 

If  a  judgment  has  been  procured  by  arti- 
fice or  concealment  on  the  part  of  the  plain- 
tiff, and  the  court  where  the  fraud  lias  been 
perpetrated  is  not  able  to  afford  adequate 
relief,  a  court  of  equity  will  take  hold  of 
the  property  of  the  party  who  has  committed 
the  fraud,  and  prevent  his  using  the  judg- 
n  ent  to  the  injury  of  his  adversary ;  or  if 
he  has  enforced  his  judgment,  the  court  will 
hold  him  as  a  trustee  and  compel  him  to  ac- 
count for  the  fruits  of  his  iniquity.  Tom- 
kins  V.  Tomkins,  11  N.  J.  Eq.  512. 

When  a  decree  or  a  judgment  of  a  coiirt 
of  record  having  jurisdiction  of  the  parties 
or  subject-matter  is  sought  to  be  set  aside 
because  procured  by  fraud,  there  must  be 
the  averment  of  such  facts  as,  if  found, 
would  show  a  meditated  and  intentional  con- 
trivance by  one  or  more  of  the  parties  liti- 
gant, to  keep  the  complainant  and  the  court 
in  ignorance  of  the  real  facts  touching  the 
matters  of  litigation,  whereby  a  wrong  con- 
clusion has  been  reached  and  positi-ve  injury 
done  to  the  rights  of  the  person  complain- 
ing.   Smith  V.  Miller  (Tenn.)  42  S.  W.  182. 

Likewise,  in  McDowell,  v.  Morrell,  6  Lea, 
278,  it  is  said  that,  to  sustain  an  original 
hill  to  set  aside  judicial  proceedings  for 
fraud,  there  must  be  the  averment  of  such 
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fi.  fa.,  and  "that  the  laid  Heniy  C.  Thomp- 
•on,  and  Wm.  H.  Thompson  and  H.  E. 
Thompson,  in  the  giving  of  said  mortgage, 
colluded  and  confederated  against  movants' 
just  claim  and  right."  The  oommon-law 
fi.  fa.  of  Henderson  and  Campbell,  executors, 
was  upon  an  indebtedness  of  Wm.  H.  and 
H.  E.  Thompson,  and,  the  former  having 
died  before  this  suit  was  brought,  it  pro- 
ceeded against  H.  E.  Thompson  alone.  On 
the  trial  of  the  rule  it  was  agreed  that  the 
sole  issue  to  be  submitted  to  the  jury  was 
the  validity  or  invalidily  of  the  mortgage, 
and  they  returned  a  verdict  in  favor  of  its 
validity.  It  is  further  alleged  that  this 
verdict  was  obtained  by  a  fraud  practised 
upon  the  court,  in  the  concealment  of  the 
material  fact  that  this  mortgage  was  with- 
out consideration,  and  given  purely  to  de- 
feat and  defraud  creditors,  and  to  defraud 


petitioner,  and  prevent  the  oolleetioo  of  the 
common-law  fi.  fa.,  and  that  the  foreclosure,        ! 
sale,  and  claim  of  the  proceeds  thereof,  were 
parts  of  this  fraudulent  scheme. 

It  is  charged  that,  when  the  mortg^e 
was  made  and  delivered  to  Henry  0.  Thomp- 
son, he  executed  and  delivered  to  H.  E. 
Thompson,  one  of  the  mortgagors,  the  fol- 
lowing secret  writing: 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  mortgage  made 
to  me  by  W.  H.  Thompson  and  H.  £.  Thomp- 
son on  their  land  and  stock  was  giren 
simply  to  keep  their  creditors  from  pressing 
them,  and  was  not  g^ven  for  value  received. 

December  3,  1885. 

[Signed]  H.  0.  Thompson. 

This  paper,  at  the  time  of  the  trial  of 
the  rule,  was  in  the  hands  of  H.  £.  Thomp- 


facts  as,  if  found,  would  show  a  meditated 
and  intentional  contrivance  by  one  or  more 
of  the  parties  litigant,  to  keep  the  complain- 
ant and  the  court  in  ignorance  of  the  real 
facts  touching  the  matters  of  litigation, 
whereby  a  wrong  conclusion  has  been  reached 
and  positive  injury  done  to  the  rights  of 
the  person  complaining.  The  fraud  must 
have  occurred  in  procuring  the  judgment  and 
consists,  as  a  general  rule,  in  something  not 
known  to  the  opposite  party  at  the  time,  and 
for  not  knowing  which  he  is  not  chargeable 
with  neglect  or  inattention. 

In  Williams  v.  Lee,  3  Atk.  223,  it  is  said 
that  the  cases  as  to  relieving  against  ver- 
dicts for  being  contrary  to  equity  are  those 
in  which  the  plaintiff  knew  the  fact,  of  his 
own  knowledge,  to  be  otherwise  than  what 
the  jury  find  by  their  verdict,  and  the  de- 
fendant was  ignorant  of  it  at  the  trial, 
as  where  the  plaintiff's  action  might  be  for 
a  debt,  etc.,  and  the  defendant,  after  the 
verdict,  discovers  a  receipt  for  the  very  de- 
mand in  the  action.  Here  the  court  would 
relieve. 

Ignorance  of  the  concealed  fact  must  be 
shown.  So,  relief  cannot  be  had  from  a 
judgment  on  the  ground  that  the  claim  up- 
on which  it  was  based  had  been  released 
prior  to  the  judgment,  where  it  is  not  al- 
leged that  the  defendant  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  release  at  the  time  of  the  action  in 
which  the  judgment  was  obtained.  Gold  v. 
Bailey,  44  111.  491,  92  Am.  Dec.  190.  The 
court  says  that,  if  the  parties  have  a  defense 
available  at  law,  they  cannot  invoke  the 
aid  of  a  court  of  chancery  in  order  to  secure 
its  benefit. 

And  equity  will  not  relieve  upon  the 
ground  that  a  party  knowingly  suppressed 
the  fact  that  a  claim  was  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations,  and  released  by  dis- 
charge in  bankruptcy.  Durham  v.  Field,  30 
111.  App.  121,  affirmed  in  134  111.  196,  26 
N.  E.  745. 

A  judgment  against  a  person  in  a  repre- 
sentative capacity,  procured  by  collusion 
with  the  plaintiff  to  suppress  material  evi- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


dence,  will  be  annulled.  First  Bsptist 
Church  V.  Syms,  62  N.  J.  Eq.  645,  31  Atl. 
717. 

A  judgment  in  a  garnishee  proceeding,  ob- 
tained by  concealment  of  material  facts  and 
by  perjury,  may  be  impeached.  Johnston  t. 
Barkley,  10  Ont  L.  Rep.  724. 

A  bill  to  set  aside  a  compromise  decree  in 
an  action  to  enjoin  a  sale  of  land  under  a 
judgment  is  not  demurrable,  where  it  is  al- 
leged that  the  judgment  was  obtained  on  a 
fraudulent  note,  and  the  fact  that  the  judg- 
ment had  been  released  before  the  suit  on 
the  note  was  brought  was  concealed  from  the 
complainant.    Guild  v.  Phillips,  44  Fed.  461. 

And  where,  at  the  time  of  an  action  for 
services,  the  defendant  had  no  knowledge, 
and  could  not  have  known,  that  the  services  * 
had  been  paid  for,  it  was  held  that  be  could 
enjoin  the  collection  of  a  judgment  ren- 
dered against  him.  Reed  t.  Harvey,  23  Ark. 
44. 

Where  one  partner  conspiring  with  a  cred- 
itor by  concealing  from  the  others  that  he 
had  made  a  payment  of  $10,000  on  a  claim 
against  the  firm,  induced  them  to  permit 
judgment  to  be  taken  against  them  for  the 
full  amount,  it  was  held  that  they  were  en- 
titled to  relief  against  the  judgment  on  die- 
covery  of  the  fraud.  Spencer  v.  Vigneaux, 
20  Cal.  442. 

In  Vennum  ▼.  Davis,  36  111.  668,  it  was 
held  that  an  individual  partner  might  obtain 
relief  from  a  sale  under  a  judgment  against 
the  partnership,  on  a  note  signed  by  one 
partner  for  the  debt  of  an  old  partnership 
for  which  the  individual  partner  was  not 
liable,  where  the  complainant  did  not  knov 
of  any  defense  iintil  after  his  land  was  sold, 
and  then  for  the  first  time  received  knowl- 
edge that  the  debt  for  which  the  recovery 
was  had  was  not  his  debt,  and  that  he  was 
in  no  manner  responsible  for  its  payment 

An  action  will  lie  to  recover  damages  sus- 
tained by  judgment  obtained  by  fictitious 
accounts,  by  concealment  of  the  true  state 
of  the  accounts.  Verplanck  v.  Van  BnRO, 
76  N.  Y.  247. 
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MB,  and  ita  eKirteiioe  was  concealed  from 
pbintiffi  in  the  oommon-law  fi.  fa.,  and 
eould  not  have  been  discovered  by  them  by 
the  exercise  of  any  kind  of  diligence.  H. 
E.  Thampion  continued  in  possession  of  the 
land  without  paying  rent  till  his  death,  in 
1905,  receiving  all  the  rents,  issues,  and 
profits  therefrom.  This  secret  writing  was 
in  the  hands  of  Henry  Thompson,  a  reputed 
illegitimate  son  of  H.  E.  Thompson,  at  the 
time  of  the  latter's  death,  having  been  tnmed 
erer  to  him  with  the  injunction  to  keep  it 
'concealed.  Knowledge  of  this  writing  was 
obtained  from  Henry  Thompson  soon  after 
the  death  of  H.  K  Thompson,  in  1905,  by  a 
promise  on  the  part  of  petitioner  that  he 
would  not  distuii)  the  possession  of  Henry 
Thompson  of  a  part  of  this  land,  which  he 
claimed  his  father  had  given  him.  Certain 
letters  are  set  out  which  it  is  claimed  show 


admissions  on  the  part  of  Henry  C.  Thomp- 
son of  the  fraudulent  scheme  alleged.  Hen- 
ry 0.  Thompson  secured  a  loan  on  the  prop- 
erty, which  it  is  stated  was  only  made  after 
he  had  obtained  H.  E.  lliompson's  consent. 
It  is  further  alleged  that  Henry  C.  Thomp-. 
son,  in  furtherance  of  the  fraudulent  scheme, 
"has  colluded,  combined,  and  confederated 
with  his  wife,"  who  is  setting  up  some  pre- 
tended claim  to  the  land,  but  that  her  pre- 
tended title,  if  any  she  has,  was  executed 
to  her  for  the  purpose  of  hindering,  delay- 
ing, and  defrauding  petitioner,  with  knowl- 
edge on  her  part  of  this  purpose.  The 
prayers  of  the  petition  are  that  the  judg- 
ment in  the  rule  case  be  set  aside;  that  a 
decree  be  rendered  fixing  a  special  lien  on 
the  land  in  favor  of  petitioner,  to  pay  his 
debt;  that  Thompson  and  his  wife  be  en- 
joined   from    encumbering    or    selling    the 


Equity  will  entertain  jurisdiction  to  set 
aside  orders  of  the  probate  court  and  admin- 
istrative proceedings,  upon  the  ground  that 
they  were  obtained  by  the  fraudulent  con- 
eralment  of  the  will.  Ewing  v.  Lamphere, 
147  Mich.  659,  118  Am.  St.  Rep.  563,  111 
X.  W.  187. 

Where  a  plaintiff  knowingly  obtained  a 
judgment  for  a  greater  sum  than  he  was 
entitled  to,  in  an  action  against  an  indem- 
nitor, by  concealing  the  fact  that  be  was  by 
a  secret  arrangement  to  pay  a  smaller  sum 
than  the  original  judgment  against  the  in- 
demnitee called  for,  it  was  held  that  collec- 
tion of  the  excess  would  be  enjoined.  Basye 
T.  Beard,  12  B.  Mon.  681. 

Where  a  judgment  of  foreclosure  was  man- 
ifestly obtained  by  fraud  in  concealing  from 
the  court  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  the  lands 
covered  by  the  mortgage,  which  was  occu- 
pied and  claimed  by  the  defendant  as  his 
homestead,  had  been  released  by  the  mort- 
gagee, it  was  held  that  equity  would  grant 
relief.  Lumpkin  v.  Williams,  1  Tex.  dt. 
App.  214,  21  S.  W.  967. 

Suppression  of  the  fact  that  part  of  a 
loan  on  a  wife's  trust  estate  was  for  the  ex- 
tiognishment  of  a  prior  debt  of  her  husband, 
which  would  have  been  a  good  defense  to  an 
action  of  ejectment  against  the  wife  and  her 
trostee,  was  held  to  be  sufflcient  fraud  to 
warrant  an  injunction  against  the  judg- 
ment. Capital  Bank  v.  Rutherford,  70  Ga. 
57.  The  court  says  that  suppression  of  a 
fart  material  to  be  known,  and  which  the 
party  is  under  an  obligation  to  communi- 
cate, constitutes  fraud.  The  obligation  to 
tommunicate  may  arise  from  the  confidential 
relations  of  the  parties,  or  from  the  par- 
tii-iilar  circumstances  of  the  case.  Code,  § 
3175. 

The  fact  that  bonds  upon  which  judgment 
was  obtained  had  already  been  reduced  to 
judgment  in  another  case,  in  favor  of  the 
true  owner  thereof,  and  that,  after  such 
judgment,  the  bonds,  being  a  part  of  the  file 
of  papers  in  the  other  case,  were  stolen  from 
the  archives  of  the  court  by  the  plaintiff,  of 
2«  LJLA.(N.8.) 


which  fact  the  defendants  were  ignorant, 
was  held  to  be  a  sufflcient  ground  for  relief 
against  a  second  judgment  on  the  same 
bonds.  Taylor  t.  Mashyille  &  C.  R.  Co. 
supra. 

In  Moore  t.  Gamble,  9  N.  J.  Eq.  246,  it 
was  held  that,  if  a  pretended  consiileration 
for  a  judgment  was  for  the  board  of  the 
complainant's  wife,  it  appearing  that,  short- 
ly after  the  marriage,  he  left  for  New  Or- 
leans, and  that,  during  his  absence  and  up 
to  the  time  of  his  wife's  death,  she  had 
lived  with  the  defendants,  and  that,  by  the 
will  of  the  testator,  the  executrix  was  re- 
quired to  educate  and  support  the  com- 
plainant's wife  during  her  minority,  and  if, 
in  consideration  thereof,  the  defendants 
agreed  not  to  charge  the  complainant  any- 
thing for  his  wife's  board,  and  if,  at  the  time 
an  attachment  was  taken  out,  the  defend- 
ants had  in  their  hands  funds  to  an  amount 
more  than  large  enough  to  pay  the  board 
claim,  which  funds  belonged  to  the  com- 
plainant in  the  right  of  his  wife,  the  com- 
plainant would  be  entitled  to  relief  against 
the  judgment. 

Where  a  plaintiff  in  a  partition  suit 
against  the  widow  and  heirs  of  his  tenant 
in  common  conceals  the  fact  that  the  heirs 
were  entitled  to  have  set  off  to  them  lots 
equal  in  value  to  certain  lots  which  had  been 
conveyed  to  the  plaintiff  by  his  cotenant,  it 
was  held  that  this  was  such  a  fraudulent 
concealment  of  material  facts  as  would  im- 
peach the  partition  judgment  in  a  court  of 
equity.  Tucker  v.  Whittlesey,  74  Wis.  74, 
41  N.  W.  635,  42  N.  W.  101. 

In  an  action  to  annul  a  marriage  on  the 
ground  that  the  husband  at  the  time  had 
another  wife  living,  a  divorce  between  the 
husband  and  his  first  wife  was  pleaded,  be- 
cause it  was  deemed  improper  to  keep  the 
court  in  ignorance  of  that  circumstance,  and 
the  court  said:  "If  a  fact  of  such  magni- 
tude had  been  suppressed,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  any  sentence  pronounced  by  the  court 
would  have  very  little  availed  the  parties; 
that  it  would  not  have  been  finally  binding. 
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land;  that  a  receiver  be  appointed  to  take 
ciiarge  of  the  land;  and  for  process. 

Henry  C.  Thompson  and  his  wife  demurred 
upon  numerous  grounds,  among  others, 
that  the  court  was  without  jurisdiction,  be- 
cause none  of  the  parties  against  whom  sub- 
stantial relief  is  prayed  reside  in  Greene 
county;  that  there  is  a  nonjoinder  of  parties 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  and  a  misjoinder  of 
parties  defendant;  that  the  petition  is  with- 
out equity,  and  sets  forth  no  cause  of  ac- 
tion upon  which  to  predicate  the  relief 
prayed;  that  the  matter  is  res  judicata; 
that  the  jud<pnent  sought  to  be  set  aside 
has  been  rendered  for  more  than  three  years, 
and  this  action  is  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations;  and  that  the  petition  does  not 
sufficiently  show  that  the  judgment  sought 


to  be  enforced  is  in  life.  H.  C.  Thompson 
and  his  wife  filed  separate  answers,  deny- 
ing all  allegations  of  fraud,  and  H.  C. 
Thompson  specially  denied  that  he  signed 
the  paper  relied  on  by  the  plaintiffs  as 
ground  for  the  relief  prayed  against  him. 
At  the  hearing  the  plaintiff  offered  an 
amendment  setting  up  that  H.  C.  Thompson 
was  insolvent,  and  had  taken  charge  of  and 
appropriated  certain  crops  of  H.  E.  Thomp- 
son, raised  on  other  lands,  since  the  death 
of  H.  E.  Thompson,  and  refused  on  demand 
to  deliver  them  to  H.  E.  Thompson's  ad-' 
ministrator;  that  the  plaintiff's  fl.  fa.  had 
been  levied  on  the  land  in  dispute,  and  a 
claim  had  been  interposed  by  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son, which  claim  is  pending  in  Greene  su- 
perior court;   that  Park,  administrator  of 


but  would  have  been  open  to  re-examina- 
tion; that  such  suppression  would  in  short 
have  rendered  all  the  proceedings  liable  to 
impeachment.  An  endeavor  to  obtain  a 
sentence  when  any  such  material  informa- 
tion was  withheld,  would  be  unfair  toward 
the  court,  and  prejudicial  to  the  due  admin- 
istration of  justice."  Conway  v.  Beazley, 
3  Hagg.  Eccl.  Rep.  639. 

The  prosecution  by  a  husband  of  a  second 
suit  to  annul  a  marriage  on  the  ground  of 
the  insanity  of  the  wife  at  the  time  the  mar- 
riage was  contracted,  without  disclosing  the 
dismissal  a  few  months  before  of  a  similar 
suit,  in  which  he  was  represented  by  a  dif- 
ferent attorney  and  she  by  a  different  guar- 
dian ad  liium,  was  held  to  constitute  such  a 
fraud  upon  the  court  as  would  justify  it  in 
setting  aside  a  decree  in  the  second  suit  an- 
nulling the  marriage,  where  the  wife  at  the 
time  was  helpless  and  confined  in  an  insane 
asvlum.  Wood  v.  Wood,  136  Iowa,  128,  12 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  801,  125  Am.  St.  Rep.  223,  113 
N.  W.  492. 

In  Noyes  v.  Loeb,  23  La.  Ann.  13,  a  peti- 
tion to  annul  a  judgment  alleging  that  it 
was  obtained  by  fraudulently  concealing 
the  fact  that  it  had  been  partly  paid,  and 
that  it  had  also  been  satisfied  as  to  the  bal- 
ance, advantage  being  taken  of  the  absence 
of  the  defendant's  counsel  at  the  trial,  was 
held  to  state  a  cause  of  action  under  article 
607  of  the  Code  of  Practice,  declaring  that 
"a  definitive  judgment  may  be  annulled  in  all 
cases  where  it  appears  that  it  has  been  ob- 
tained through  fraud  or  other  ill  practices 
on  the  part  of  the  party  in  whose  favor  it 
was  rendered."  To  the  same  effect,  24  La. 
Ann.  48. 

Where  a  plaintiff  in  an  attachment  recov- 
ers Judgment  against  the  defendant  by  con- 
cealing from  the  auditor  any  fact  which 
tends  to  show  that  the  claim  on  which  the  at- 
tachment is  founded  is  not  a  valid  one,  a 
court  of  equity  will,  in  case  no  relief  can  be 
had  at  law,  interpose  to  protect  the  de- 
fendant against  the  judgment,  provided  he 
■hows  that  the  judgment  was  entered  with- 
out his  having  such  knowledge  of  the  suit 
as  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to  make  his 
defense.  Herbert  v.  Herbert,  49  N.  J.  Eq.  70, 
26  L.RJl.(N.S.) 


22  Atl.  789,  affirmed  in  49  N.  J.  Kq.  505, 
25  Atl.  366. 

The  mere  fact  that  a  release  of  a  judg- 
ment, operating  as  a  discharge,  was  on  file 
among  the  papers  of  the  case,  and  was  held 
not  to  estop  the  true  owner  of  property  af- 
fected thereby,  who  was  in  fact  ignorant  of 
the  discharge,  from  obtaining  relief  from  a 
sale  under  the  judgment,  where  the  sale  was 
prosecuted  by  the  ovrner  of  th<i  judgment 
and  the  purchaser  under  it,  with  full  knowl- 
edge tliat  it  had  been  satisfied.  Shinkle  v. 
Letcher,  47  III.  216.  The  court  said  that, 
had  the  case  been  prosecuted  in  good  faith 
in  ignorance  of  the  satisfaction  of  the  judg- 
ment, a  very  different  question  of  diligence 
would  have  been  presented. 

Wliere  the  defendants,  through  nof  negli- 
gence on  their  part,  were  unable  to  be 
present  at  the  trial  of  an  action  against 
them  for  services,  and  the  plaintiff  taking 
advantage  of  their  absence  fraudulently  ob- 
tained a  judgment  of  $0,186.18  on  a  quan- 
tum meruit,  whereas  there  was  a  special 
contract  by  which  he  was  entitled  onlv  to 
$2,296.26,  it  was  held  that  relief  would  be 
granted  in  equity  against  the  enforcement 
of  the  judgment.  Stanton  v.  Embry,  46 
Conn.  66. 

Where  a  judgment  was  obtained  without 
an  adversary  trial,  because  of  false  state- 
ments and  concealed  facts,  it  was  held  that 
a  court  of  equity  would  set  it  aside.  Mosby 
v.  Gisborn,  17  Utah,  267,  64  Pac.  121. 

Relief  may  be  had  against  a  decree  dis- 
missing a  bill  in  equity  allying  fraud 
where  the  defendants  in  their  answer  deny 
the  fraud  and  suppress  evidence  of  it,  whicii 
the  complainant  is  unable  to  discover  until 
after  the  decree.  Graver  v.  Faurot,  22  C.  C. 
A.  166,  46  U.  S.  App.  268,  76  Fed.  257.  The 
court  said  that  the  attack  here  was  not  upon 
a  judgment  at  law,  but  upon  a  decree  in 
equity,  and  that  manifestly  it  was  not  true 
of  a  complainant  in  equity  that  when  he 
brought  his  bill  he  must  have  come  pre- 
pared with  proof  to  maintain  it,  and  to  meet 
any  defense  which  might  be  interposed.  It 
was  his  privilege  to  search  the  conscience  of 
his  adversary  by  requiring  him  to  answer 
under  oath,  and,  if  possessed  of  no  other  evi- 
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H.  E.  Thompson,  intends  to  file  a  suit  to  re- 
«over  this  land  from  H.  C.  Thompson  and 
his  wife;  that,  while  H.  C.  Thompson  was 
the  apparent  owner  of  the  land,  he  bor- 
rowed certain  money  from  one  Northrup; 
and  that  James  B.  Park,  as  attorney  for 
Korthrup,  is  about  to  file  an  ejectment  suit 
for  the  land.  It  is  prayed  that  these  suits 
be  enjoined,  and  that  the  mortgage  and  the 
sheriff's  deed  be  canceled.  Another  amend- 
ment seeks  to  add  a  prayer  that  the  mort- 
gage foreclosure  judgment  be  set  aside  as 
fraudulent  and  void.  A  third  amendment 
alleges  that  Thompson  and  his  wife  are  col- 
luding and  confederating  to  prevent  the 
plaintiff  from  collecting  his  debt,  and  that 
Mrs.  Thompson  paid  out  no  money  for  the 
land,  is  sot  an  innocent  purchaser,  and  has 


never  been  in  possession  thereof.  The  mort- 
gage and  the  note  are  fully  set  out.  After 
hearing  evidence  in  support  of  the  various 
contentions  of  the  parties,  the  court  reserved 
his  decision.  On  May  10th,  one  day  before 
the  court  rendered  its  judgment,  a  fourth 
amendment  was  offered,  setting  up  the  re- 
vival of  the  judgment  in  1898,  and  the 
transfer  of  the  fi.  fa.  at  that  time  to  the 
plaintiff.  It  is  further  alleged  the  filing  of 
a  petition  to  the  February  term,  1907,  to 
revive  the  judgment  a  second  time;  and 
"that,  in  order  to  avoid  a  multiplicity  of 
suits,  your  petitioner  hereby,  in  this  pro- 
ceeding, brings  suit  on  said  dormant  judg- 
ment, as  provided  by  law,  against  Noel  P. 
Park,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Henry 
K  Thompson,  for  the  amount  due  on  the 


dence  or  means  of  obtaining  it,  he  must  ac- 
cept, or  at  least  yield  to,  the  answer  as 
true. 

If  a  party  is  nonsuited  at  law  for  want  of 
evidence  which  the  defendant  has  in  his 
power  and  withholds  from  him,  it  was  said 
in  Wilmot  t.  Lennard,  3  Swanst.  682,  to  be 
clear  that  he  may  come  into  a  court  of 
equity,  and  have  not  only  discovery,  but 
relief. 

In  Tomkins  v.  Tomkins,  11  N.  J.  Eq.  612, 
it  was  said  that  the  usual  ground  upon 
which  a  court  of  equity  refuses  to  interfere 
with  a  judgment  is  because  the  defendant 
should  have  protected  himself  in  the  court 
where  the  judgment  was  obtained.  In  the 
case  of  a  foreign  attachment,  where  the 
proceeding  is  in  rem,  and  the  judgment  is 
obtained  without  the  knowledge  of  the  de- 
fendant, and  the  proceedings  are  all  neces- 
sarily eo)  parte,  it  would  be  hard  indeed  if  a 
court  of  equity  could  not  interpose  to  pro- 
tect a  party  against  the  fraud  of  the  plain- 
tiff. The  propriety  of  the  court's  interfer- 
ing in  such  cases,  declared  the  court,  is 
too  obvious  to  require  its  being  vindicated. 

And  in  England  a  foreign  judgment  may 
be  impeached  on  the  ground  of  concealment 
of  material  facts,  although  that  very  de- 
fense was  litigated  in  the  foreign  court  and 
tried  on  the  merits.  Abouloff  v.  Oppenheim- 
er,  L.  R.  10  Q.  B.  Div.  295.  To  the  same 
effect,  Vadala  v.  Lawes,  L.  R.  25  Q.  B.  Div. 
310. 

The  party  seeking  relief  from  a  judgment 
procured  by  the  concealment  of  evidence 
must,  of  course,  not  have  been  a  participant 
in  the  fraud.  On  this  ground  it  was  held  in 
Karren  v.  Karren,  25  Utah,  87,  60  L.RA. 
294,  95  Am.  St.  Rep.  815,  69  Pac.  465,  that, 
when  a  vacation  of  a  decree  of  divorce  ob- 
tained by  collusion  and  suppression  of  fact!< 
is  sought  by  the  participant  in  the  fraud, 
the  court,  on  the  principle  of  the  maxim, 
«w  dolo  malo  non  oritur  actio,  will  refuse  to 
disturb  the  decree,  especially  when  the  op- 
posing party  has  remarried  and  children 
have  sprung  from  the  second  union. 

_  But  the  rule  as  to  the  duty  of  a  party  to 
disclose  material  facts  does  not  go  so  far 
»«  to  require  him  to  uncover  every  weak- 
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ness  of  his  case.  In  Ward  v.  Southfield, 
102  N.  Y.  287,  6  N.  E.  660,  after  stating 
that,  where  a  fraudulent  concealment  of  a 
fact  is  relied  upon  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
peaching and  setting  aside  a  judgment  regu- 
larly obteined,  it  must  be  an  intentional 
concealment  of  a  material  and  controlling 
fact,  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  and  tak- 
ing an  undue  advantage  of  the  opposite 
party,  the  court  said:  "It  would  not  be 
wise  or  politic  to  carry  the  rule  so  fnr  as  to 
make  it  incumbent  upon  every  plaintiff  to 
reveal  to  the  defendant  any  infirmity  in  his 
case,  and  to  require  every  defendant  to  re- 
veal to  the  plaintiff  every  infirmity  in  his 
defense.  Where  there  is  no  relation  of  con- 
fidence between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defend- 
ant, the  parties  stand  at  arm's  length.  They 
come  into  court  as  adversaries,  and  neither 
party  is  bound  to  make  any  revelation  of  his 
case  to  the  other.  The  plaintiff  must  be 
prepared  to  prove  all  the  facts  constituting 
his  cause  of  action,  and  to  meet  any  defense 
which  the  defendant  may  interpose;  and  the 
defendant  must  be  prepared  to  establish 
any  defense  which  he  may  have.  Neither 
party  can  mislead  the  other  by  any  positive 
or  actual  fraud.  Nor  can  he,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  perpetrating  a  fraud  upon  the  other 
party,  conceal  such  facts  as  good  faith  and 
common  honesty  require  him  to  reveal." 

And  in  Talbott  v.  Todd,  6  Dana,  190,  it 
is  said  that  "the  bare  omission,  perversion, 
or  misrepresentation  of  facts  in  a  bill,  will 
not  constitute  fraud,  or  subject  the.  decree 
to  impeachment  on  that  ground.  If  so, 
there  would  be  but  few  decrees  that  would 
not  be  subject  to  be  overhauled,  as  there  are, 
perhaps,  but  few  bills  that  do  not  contain 
some  omission  or  perversion  of  truth.  The 
service  of  process  upon  the  defendant  is  a 
warning  to  him  to  appear  and  contest  the 
matter  set  up  in  the  bill,  to  controvert  and 
correct  the  errors  and  false  statements,  and 
lead  the  court  to  a  just  conclusion  in  the 
case.  If  he  fail  to  do  so  when  the  matters 
of  defense  are  within  his  knowledge  and 
reach,  it  is  his  own  fault.  He  is  placed  in 
the  attitude  of  an  antagonist,  by  the  com- 
mencement of  a  suit  against  him,  and  must 
rely  upon  his  own  resources,  and  not  con- 
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same."  The  prayer  is  for  a  judgment 
against  this  administrator,  binding  the 
property  described  in  the  petition.  The  bill 
of  exceptions  assigns  error  upon  the  court's 
refusal  to  allow  any  of  these  amendments, 
and  upon  the  refusal  to  appoint  a  receiver, 
and  enjoin  the  several  defendants  as  prayed. 

Messrs.  Foster  &  Foster  and  James  B. 
Park,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

Equity  will  set  aside  judgments'  for  fraud. 

Pollock  T.  Gilbert,  16  6a.  399,  60  Am. 
Dec.  732;  McArthur  v.  Matthewson,  67  Ga. 
131;  Williams  T.  Lancaster,  113  Ga.  1020, 


39  a  K  471;  Everett  t.  Tabor,  119  Ga.  128^ 
46  S.  E.  72. 

Equil^  will  prevent  the  bar  of  the  stat- 
ute when  it  would  be  inequitable  for  the  de- 
fendants to  shield  themselves  behind  this 
bulwark  alone. 

Jordan  v.  Brown,  72  Ga.  495;  Weaver  v. 
Davis,  2  Ga.  App.  455,  58  S.  E.  786. 

Messrs.  John  C.  Reed  and  Samael  H. 
Sibley,  for  defendants  in  error: 

Fraud  for  which  equity  will  grant  relief 
is  one  collateral  to  and  extrinsic  of  the 
judgment,  and  not  a  matter  examined  ind 
determined  in  the  former  triaL 


fide  in  his  opponent,  for  a  fair  and  correct 
representation  of  the  facta.  His  failure, 
therefore,  to  defend  the  suit  on  the  ground 
of  misplaced  confidence  in  the  complainant, 
or  of  a  reliance  upon  his  own  opinion  that 
the  suit  was  a  friendly  one,  and  that  there 
were  no  matters  of  hostile  litigation  between 
them,  will  not  constitute,  of  themselves, 
grounds  for  impeaching  the  decree  for  fraud, 
or  reviewing  and  uprooting  the  solemn  de- 
termination of  the  court.  Nor  will  a  charge 
that  the  decree  was  drawn  up  by  the  com- 
plainant and  obtained  by  imposing  on  the 
easy  credulity  of  the  court  avail.  It  can 
matter  not  by  whom  it  was  drawn'  up  if 
sanctioned  by  the  court,  and  spread  upon 
the  record  as  his  decision.  But  if  the  de- 
fendant, without  his  fault  or  laches,  is  ig- 
norant of  a  material  matter  of  defense  which 
is  knoMm  to  the  complainant  and  artfully 
concealed  by  him  from  the  defendant,  when 
it  was  his  moral  duty  to  communicate  it  to 
him,  by  reasoa  of  the  confidential  relation- 
ship between  them,  such  artful  device  is  a 
fraud  on  the  defendant,  and  though  it  should 
be  carried  out  and  consummated  by  the  de- 
cree of  the  court  ignorant  of  the  device,  it 
will  not  sanctify  the  fraud,  or  elevate  it  so 
high  as  to  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  a 
chancellor."  In  this  case  certain  items  of 
credit  in  an  action  for  the  division  of  land 
were  concealed  from  the  defendant  and  the 
court,  and  it  was  held  that  this  constituted 
sufficient  fraud  to  justify  relief. 

That  the  plaintiff  does  not  volunteer  in- 
formation material  to  the  issues,  affecting 
the  credibility  of  a  witness,  does  not  show 
fraud  in  obtaining  the  judgment.  Long  v. 
Gilbert   (Tenn.)   59  S.  W.  414. 

The  fact  that  a  default  judgment  for 
conversion  of  chattels  was  obtained  by  the 
plaintiff  without  stating  to  the  justice  of 
the  peace  granting  it  that  there  was  a  chat- 
tel mortgage  and  a  seizure  of  the  proper- 
ty in  question  under  it,  for  the  nonpay- 
ment of  the  debt  secured  by  it,  was  held 
not  to  be  ground  for  relief,  the  court  say- 
ing that  these  facts  were  no  part  of  the 
plaintiff's  case,  and  that  he  was  under  no 
obligation  to  bring  forward  the  alleged 
justification  of  the  taking  and  conversion 
of  the  property;  that  the  plaintiffs  in  the 
equity  action  knew  the  facts  and  that  it 
was  solely  their  fault  that  they  were  not 
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brought  forward.  Nye  v.  Sochor,  92  Wia. 
40,  53  Am.  St.  Rep.  896,  65  N.  W.  854. 

That  a  deed  showing  the  true  bounduy 
line  in  dispute  in  a  suit  was  suppressed  by 
one  of  the  parties  will  not  authorize  an 
action  to  set  aside  the  judgment  and  grant 
a  new  trial.  Moore  v.  Gulley,  144  X.  C. 
81,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)   242,  56  S.  E.  681. 

Relief  will  not  be  granted  against  a  judg- 
ment for  improvements  in  favor  of  one 
ejected  from  land,  on  the  ground  that  he 
concealed  evidence  that,  when  he  took  pos- 
session and  improved  the  land,  he  had  no 
title,  either  legal  or  equitable,  to  entitle 
him  to  pay  for  his  improvements  under  an 
act  concerning  occupants.  Taylor  t.  Brad- 
shaw,  6  T.  B.  Mon.  145,  17  Am.  Dec  132. 
The  court  said:  "Fraud  may  no  doubt  be, 
and  frequently  is,  committed  by  the  suppres- 
sion of  truth,  as  well  as  by  the  suggestion 
of  falsehood,  and  it  is  equally  competent 
for  the  court  to  relieve  against  the  fraud, 
whether  it  be  perpetrated  in  the  one  war 
or  the  other.  By  suppressing  the  truih, 
the  deception  may  often  be  as  base,  and  the 
injury  to  others  as  great,  as  by  the  Eug- 
gestion  of  falsehood.  But  the  failure  to  dis- 
close to  others  whatever  is  known  to  us 
cannot  with  any  propriety  be,  at  all  timei, 
a  suppression  of  the  truth.  From  those 
who  have  reason  to  expect  information  from 
us,  the  trath  should  not  be  withheld;  but 
such  as  look  not  to  us  for  information,  and 
expect  no  disclosure  from  us,  have  no  cause 
to  complain  of  our  silence,  and  to  reproach 
us  for  not  speaking,  with  having  suppressed 
the  truth."  The  court  then  said  that,  by 
the  act  of  one  of  the  parties  in  asserting  a 
claim  for  improvements,  the  others  were  ad- 
monished not  to  expect  from  him  a  disclosure 
of  anything  that  would  prove  that  he  was 
not  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  occupying 
claimant  law,  and  that  it  would  be  prepos- 
terous to  suppose  that  they  were  deluded 
and  deceived  by  any  failure  of  his  in  not 
disclosing  to  them  the  evidence  which  might 
defeat  his  claim. 

A  decree  will  not  be  considered  void  for 
fraud,  when  collaterally  called  in  question, 
on  the  theory  that  the 'bill  omitted  to  state 
a  fact  or  a  ground  of  defense  that  would 
have  formed  a  bar  to  the  relief  sought  by 
it    Harrison  t.  Harrison,  19  Ala.  499. 
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IhiHad  StetM  r.  Throckmorton,  98  U.  S. 
n,  25  Ii.  ed.  93;  Pico  t.  Cohn,  91  Cal.  129, 
13  LE.A.  336,  2fi  Am.  St.  Sep.  159,  25 
Pac  970,  27  Pac.  637;  Camp  ▼.  W»r^  60 
Vt  280,  60  Am.  St.  Bep.  029,  37  AtL  747; 
Friese  r.  Hummel,  26  Or.  145,  46  Am.  St. 
Rep.  610,  37  Pac  458;  23  Cye.  Law  ft  Proc. 
p.  1024;  Parker  ▼.  King^  43  6a.  290;  Brown 
T.  Wilson,  56  6a.  534. 

Erans,  P.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 

the  court: 

The  first  fnround  of  the  demurrer  disputes 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and,  in  dis- 
cussing its  merits,  we  will  consider  the 
petition  as  if  all  the  amendments  had  been 
allowed.  Many  allegations  of  the  proffered 
amendments  referred  to  subject-matters 
Thich  bear  no  relation  to  the  main  relief 
prayed  by  the  plaintiff.  The  ultimate  pur- 
pose of  the  plaintiff  is  to  subject  the  land  in 
controversy  to  the  lien  of  his  judgment 
against  H.  E.  Thompson.  The  first  step  to 
enforce  the  lien  of  this  judgment  was  to 
cause  the  execution  issued  thereon  to  be 
levied  on  the  land,  to  which  levy  Mrs.  H. 
C.  Thompson  interposed  her  statutory  claim. 
The  apparent  legal  title  is  in  her,  and  is 
based  on  the  sheriff's  sale  which  devested 
the  lien  of  the  plaintiff's  judgment,  and  is 
fortified  by  the  judgment  distributing  the 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  land 
by  the  sheriff.  It  is  clear  that,  unless  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  set  aside  the  sheriff's 
deed  and  the  judgment  in  the  money  rule 
case,  the  title  of  the  claimant  must  prevail. 
The  filing  by  the  plaintiff  of  an  equitable 
petition  in  aid  of  his  levy  is  a  recognition 
of  this  fact.  It  requires  but  a  glance  at  the 
all^ations  and  prayers  of  the  petition  and 
amendments  to  see  that  the  Fulton  county 
defendants,  H.  C.  Thompscm  and  his  wife, 
are  the  only  defendants  against  whom  sub- 
stantial relief  is  prayed.  These  defendants 
demurred  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  superior 
court  of  6reene  county,  because  of  their 
residence  in  Fulton  county.  The  Constitu- 
tiaa  of  this  state  requires  that  equity  cases 
shall  be  tried  in  the  county  where  a  defend- 
ant resides  against  whom  substantial  relief 
is  prayed.  Civil  Code  1895,  §  5871.  Even 
before  this  provision  was  incorporated  in  the 
fundamental  law,  it  was  held  that,  in  anal- 
ogy to  the  rule  at  law,  equity  causes  must 
be  brought  in  the  county  where  a  defendant 
resides  against  whom  substantial  relief  is 
prayed,  but  that  the  rule  does  not  apply  to 
bills  ancillary  to  suits  at  law;  that,  in  so 
far  as  snch  a  bill  seeks  no  relief  outside 
of  the  suit  pending,  the  county  where  the 
suit  is  pending  has  jurisdiction,  and  the  con- 
stitutional mandate  in  this  respect  is  to 
be  interpreted  in  the  light  of  the  history  of 
the  law  on  that  subject  in  this  state  prior 
M  IJLA.(N.&) 


to  its  first  appearance  in  the  Constitutions 
of  this  state.  Carswell  v.  Macon  Mfg.  Co. 
38  6a.  403.  The  constitutional  guaranty 
that  a  person  may  not  be  sued  outside  of  the 
county  of  his  residence  is  a  personal  priv- 
ilege which  may  be  waived  by  him.  A  de- 
fendant may  waive  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  as  to  his  person  by  appearance  and 
pleading.  So  a  litigant,  by  instituting  a 
suit  in  another  county,  impliedly  and  neces- 
sarily consents  that  the  forum  to  which  he 
applies  for  relief  may  adjudicate  all  mat- 
ters between  him  and  his  adversary  which 
are  germane  to  the  litigation.  This  princi- 
ple "rests  on  the  idea  that  the  plaintiff,  by 
voluntarily  instituting  his  suit,  gives  the 
superior  court  of  the  county  where  it  is  so 
instituted  jurisdiction  of  his  person  suffi- 
cient to  answer  all  the  ends  of  justice  re- 
specting the  suit  originally  instituted."  Cas- 
well V.  Bunch,  77  6a.  504.  The  inter- 
position of  a  claim  is  permissive,  and  not 
compulsory.  Walden  v.  Walden,  128  Ga. 
131,  57  S.  E.  323.  It  would  be  immaterial, 
so  far  as  venue  is  concerned,  whether  the 
relief  of  the  adversary  party  be  adminis- 
tered through  pleadings  in  the  original  case, 
or  by  ancillary  suit.  Moore  v.  Medlock,  101 
6a.  94,  28  S.  E.  836.  The  waiver  of  juris- 
diction as  to  the  nonresident  person,  bow- 
ever,  is  limited  to  relief  germane  to,  and 
involved  in,  the  action  which  he  starts. 
In  the  case  of  Merchants'  Bank  v.  Davis,  3 
6a.  112,  an  execution  owned  by  persons 
residing  in  one  county  was  levied  on  land 
in  another,  and  a  claim  was  interposed.  It 
was  there  held  that  the  superior  court  of 
the  county  where  the  land  lies  has  juris- 
diction over  plaintiff's  residing  out  of  that 
county,  in  equity,  in  consequence  of  the  pend- 
ency of  the  claim,  in  a  proper  case  made. 
So,  also,  when  a  claim  is  filed  to  the  levy  of 
a  fi.  fa.,  the  same  right  exists  in  the  plain- 
tiff in  fi.  fa.  to  file  equitable  proceedings  in 
support  of  his  levy,  and  enforce  all  equities 
pertaining  to  his  rights  as  such  judgment 
creditor  in  the  county  where  the  claim  is 
pending.  Dawson  v.  Equitable  Mortg..Co.. 
100  6a.  389,  34  S.  E.  668. 

Therefore,  if  the  matters  alleged  against 
H.  C.  Thompson  and  wife,  and  the  relief 
prayed  against  them,  be  germane  to  the- 
issue  involved  in  the  claim  case,  the  su- 
perior court  of  6reene  county  has  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  present  case.  The  paramount 
issue  in  a  claim  case  is  whether  or  not  the- 
property  levied  on  is  subject  to  the  fi.  fa. 
McLendon  v.  Shumate,  128  6a.  626,  67  S. 
E.  886.  The  claimant's  title  is  derived  fronv 
H.  C.  Thompson,  who  gets  his  title  from  the 
judgment  debtor  of  the  plaintiff.  The  plain- 
tiff wishes  to  set  aside  this  title  as  fraudu- 
lent. He  could  do  this  by  appropriate  plead- 
ings in  the  claim  case.    If  in  the  claim  case,. 
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why  not  by  ancillary  suitT  In  either  pro- 
ceeding it  would  be  necessary  to  make  H. 
C.  Thompson  a  party.  But  he  cannot  object 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  if  he  is  a 
necessary  party  to  obtaining  the  relief 
against  his  wife,  and  the  court  has  juris 
diction  as  to  her  so  far  as  the  issues  in  the 
claim  case  are  involved.  We  therefore  hold 
that  the  filing  of  the  claim  was  such  a  pend- 
ing proceeding  as  conferred  jurisdiction  on 
the  superior  court  of  Greene  county  to  en- 
tertain the  petition  in  aid  of  the  levy  of  the 
plaintiff's  fi.  fa. 

2.  The  ground  upon  which  the  plaintiff 
relies  to  set  aside  the  sheriff's  deed  to  H. 
C.  Thompson  is  the  invalidity  of  the  proc- 
ess under  which  the  land  was  sold.  'There 
is  no  pretense  that  any  irregularity  entered 
into  the  various  stages  of  the  proceedings 
which  eventuated  in  the  sale.  The  sale  is 
said  to  be  void  solely  because  the  mortgage 
on  which  the  judgment  of  foreclosure  is 
founded  is  without  consideration  and  fraud- 
ulent. The  plaintiff  is  held  off  from  an  im- 
mediate attack  on  the  sherifTs  deed  by  a 
judgment  upon  the  very  issue  which  plain- 
tiffs in  fl  fa.  caused  to  have  made  in  the  rule 
case  to  distribute  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  of  the  land  by  t^e  sheriff.  When 
the  land  was  sold  by  the  sheriff,  the  exec- 
utors of  Thomason  demanded  that  the  pro- 
ceeds he  applied  to  their  fi.  fa.  Upon  the 
sheriff's  refusal  to  pay  over  the  money  to 
them,  th^  brought  a  rule  against  him.  The 
sheriff  answered,  and  H.  C.  Thompson  inter- 
vened, and  claimed  the  money  on  his  mort- 
gage fi.  fa.  The  pleadings  distinctly  and 
sharply  made  the  issue  that  the  apparent  su- 
periority of  the  mortgage  Hen  must  yield 
to  the  junior  common-law  judgment,  because 
the  mortgage  was  without  consideration,  the 
parties  thereto  were  uncle  and  nephew,  it 
was  fraudulent,  and  made  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  defeating  the  lien  of  plaintiff's  judg- 
ment. This  was  the  only  issue  submitted 
to  the  jury,  and  they  found  in  favor  of  the 
validity  of  the  mortgage,  and  judgment  was 
accordingly  entered  up.  This  judgment 
estops  the  plaintiff  from  raising  for  the 
second  time  the  identical  matter  therein 
decided.  To  avoid  any  estoppel,  plaintiff 
seeks  to  set  aside  this  judgment  as  one  pro- 
cured by  perjury  and  fraud  practised  on 
the  court;  the  fraud  alleged  being  that  the 
mortgagee  falsely  and  fraudulently  repre- 
sented to  the  court  the  bona  fides  of  his 
mortgage,  and  with  the  aid  of  perjured 
testimony  procured  an  unconscionable  ad- 
vantage. 

Fraud  is  the  arch  enemy  of  equity,  and 
a  court  of  equity  will  relieve  against  a  judg- 
ment obtained  by  imposition.  Civil  Code 
1895,  §§  4032,  5370.  Thus,  when  a  litigant 
keeps  tlie  opposite  party  from  court,  equity 
26  L.E.A.(N.S.) 


will  relieve  against  the  5udgtnent  obtained 
in  his  absence.  Dodge  v.  Williams.  107  Ga. 
410,  33  S.  E.  468;  Bigham  v.  Kistler,  114 
Ga.  457,  40  S.  E.  303.  Or  where  one  party 
fraudulently  induces  his  adversary  to  with- 
draw his  defense,  the  judgment  will  be  set 
aside.  Markham  v.  Angier,  57  Ga.  43.  The 
fraud  in  cases  of  this  kind  is  collateral  and 
extrinsic  of  the  judgment.  The  great  cur- 
rent of  authority  limits  the  frauds  for  which 
a  bill  to  set  aside  a  judgment  between  the 
same  parties,  rendered  by  a  court  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction,  will  be  sustained,  to 
those  matters  which  are  extrinsic  and  col- 
lateral to  the  matter  tried.  United  States 
V.  Throckmorton,  98  U.  S.  61,  25  L.  ed.  93; 
Pico  V.  Cohn,  91  Cal.  129,  13  L.R.A.  336, 

25  Am.  St.  Rep.  159,  25  Pac.  970,  27  Pac 
537;  Camp  T.  Ward,  69  Vt.  286,  60  Am.  St 
Rep.  929,  37  Atl.  747;   Friese  v.  Hummel, 

26  Or.  145,  46  Am.  St.  Rep.  610,  37  Pac 
458 ;  23  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  1026,  and  cita- 
tions. In  the  Throckmorton  Case,  it  was 
said  that  "the  mischief  of  retrying  every 
case  in  which  the  judgment  or  decree  rend- 
ered on  false  testimony,  ...  or  on  con- 
tracts or  documents  whose  genuineness  or 
validity  was  in  issue,  and  which  are  after- 
wards ascertained  to  be  forged  or  fraud- 
ulent, would  be  greater,  by  reason  of  the 
endless  nature  of  tbe  strife,  than  any  com- 
pensation arising  from  doing  justice  in  in- 
dividual cases." 

The  argument  of  the  plaintiff  in  error 
would  seem  to  deny  that  the  principle  ob- 
tains in  Georgia,  which  is  so  generally  rec- 
ognized by  courts  elsewhere,  that  equity  will 
not  set  aside  a  judgment  because  it  was 
founded  on  a  fraudulent  instrument,  or  per- 
jured testimony,  or  for  any  matter  which 
was  actually  presented  and  considered  in  thr 
judgment  assailed.  The  argument  is  rested 
solely  on  one  case.  Griffin  v.  Sketoe,  30  Ga. 
300.  It  appears  in  that  case  that  one  Wil- 
liams brought  complaint  for  land  against 
Sketoe,  which  resulted  in  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant.  Williams  renewed  his  ejectment 
suit,  and  while  it  was  pending  died.  Griffin 
was  appointed  his  administrator,  and  to 
avoid  the  estoppel  of  the  former  judgnipnt, 
brought  an  equitable  petition  to  set  it  aside 
on  the  ground  of  fraud  and  perjury.  The 
fraud  consisted  in  predicating  his  defense  of 
seven  years'  possession  upon  a  deed  which 
had  been  fraudulently  antedated,  and  offer- 
ing the  subscribing  witness  thereto,  who 
falsely  testified  that  the  deed  was  executed 
on  the  date  stated  in  the  instrument.  The 
court  held  that  a  judgment  obtained  under 
■heae  circumstances  was  fraudulent,  t>nd 
would  be  annulled.  In  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  Lyon,  J.,  said,  in  substance,  that 
the  issue  in  the  trial  was  title  to  the  whole 
lot;  the  defendant  was  in  actual  possession 
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of  a  small  part  of  the  lot,  and  relied  upon 
the  falsely  dated  deed  to  extend  that  pos- 
session to  the  whole  lot;  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant  could  not  have  been  rendered  with- 
out the  deed,  and  was  therefore  dependent 
on  it.  As  we  understand  it,  this  decision, 
at  furtherest,  decides  only  that  a  judgment 
will  be  set  aside  when  the  prevailing  party 
practises  a  fraud  on  the  court  in  proving 
his  case  by  means  of  a  forged  or  fraudulent 
document.  The  principle  enunciated  may 
not  be  in  exact  accord  with  the  rule  on  the 
subject,  which  prevails  in  other  jurisdic- 
tions. But  there  is  a  wide  distinction  be- 
tween the  case  at  bar  and  that  of  GrilBn  v. 
Sketoe.  In  the  trial  which  resulted  in  the 
judgment  under  discussion  in  the  present 
case,  the  fraud  was  distinctly  in  issue;  in 
fart,  was  the  only  issue  squarely  made  in  the 
pleadings,  expressly  included  in  the  verdict, 
and  solemnly  adjudicated  in  the  judgment. 
In  Griffin  v.  Sketoe,  no  issue  was  made  as 
to  the  antedating  of  the  deed.  The  fraud 
of  the  prevailing  party  was  not  an  issue. 
His  fraud  consisted  in  the  use  of  a  paper, 
the  crookedness  of  which  he  successfully 
concealed  from  the  court  and  his  adversary. 
The  reason  for  setting  aside  the  verdict 
must  have  been  that  a  new  trial  should 
be  had  so  that  the  integrity  of  the  defend- 
ant's deed  could  be  made  an  issue.  We  dare 
say  that,  if  the  true  date  of  the  deed  had 
been  in  issue  in  the  former  trial,  the  judg- 
ment would  not  have  been  set  aside,  and  an- 
other trial  ordered  because  of  the  discovery 
of  new  evidence.  Even  in  the  case  of  timely 
and  prompt  motion  for  new  trial,  our  ad- 
judications are  numerous,  and  the  statute 
is  plain,  that  a  new  trial  will  not  be  granted 
because  of  newly  discovered' evidence  cumu- 
lative and  impeaching  in  its  nature.  To  set 
aside  a  verdict  and  judgment  for  fraud, 
where  the  particular  fraud  was  in  issue, 
because  of  the  discovery  of  additional  evi- 
dence to  prove  it,  would  deprive  a  judicial 
finality — a  judgment — of  its  inherent  and 
distinguishing  characteristic.  The  same 
reason  for  annulling  a  judgment  because  of 
the  discovery  of  new  evidence  to  establish 
the  fraud  would  apply  to  the  unfortunate 
litigant  who  had  been  unjustly  charged  with 
fr^ud,  so  as  to  give  him  another  oppor- 
tunity to  raise  anew  the  issue  of  fraud  on 
newly  discovered  evidence  of  his  innocence. 
Of  course,  such  could  not  be  done.  Interest 
reipublicte  ut  tit  finis  Htium. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  newly  discovered 
evidence  of  the  fraud  of  H.  C.  Thompson  is 
his  written  admission,  and  that  on  demurrer 
the  genuineness  of  the  paper  is  confessed. 
For  the  purpose  of  the  demurrer,  the  au- 
thenticity of  what  is  called  in  the  brief  "the 
certificate  of  rascality"  is  admitted.  Wliere- 
in  does  this  circumstance  affect  the  rule? 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


The  rationale  of  the  rule  against  reopening 
an  issue  rests  upon  the  maxim  just  quoted, 
and  upon  the  other  maxim  that  one  should 
not  be  twice  vexed  with  the  same  suit. 
There  may  be  a  complete  reply  to  the  writ- 
ing relied  on  to  establish  the  fraud.  It  may 
be  entirely  explained  away.  Its  genuineness 
may  be  denied.  It  is  but  an  admission,  and, 
so  far  as  its  legal  effect  goes,  it  stands  in 
no  more  favored  position  than  if  it  was 
verbal.  Suppose  the  allegation  had  been 
that  H.  C.  Thompson  had  admitted  what  is 
contained  in  the  writing  in  the  presence  of 
four  or  five  reputable  witnesses.  Would  the 
rule  be  different?  We  will  not  therefore 
extend  the  case  of  Griffin  v.  Sketoe  to  a  case 
where  the  newly  discovered  evidence  of  the 
fraud  relied  on  to  annul  a  judgment  was  the  . 
same  fraud  which  was  made  an  issue  in  the 
trial  which  eventuated  in  the  judgment  as- 
sailed. 

We  have  not  adverted  to  the  alleged  per- 
jury, because  the  statute  provides  that  a 
judgment  obtained  by  perjury  shall  not  be 
set  aside  on  that  account,  unless  the  person 
charged  with  the-  perjury  has  been  duly 
convicted.    Civil  Code  1805,  §  5366. 

We  have  thus  reached  the  conclusion  that 
the  plaintiff  is  estopped  by  the  judgment  in 
the  money  rule  case,  from  attacking  the  va- 
lidity of  the  mortgage.  His  case  was  de- 
pendent upon -evading  the  estoppel  of  this 
judgment.  It  is  therefore  unnecessary  to 
discuss  the  other  features  of  the  case  raised 
by  the  demurrer  or  the  answers. 

Judgment  affirmed. 

All  the  Justices  concur,  except  Holden, 
J.,  not  presiding. 


GEORGIA  SCPKEME  COURT. 

ROBERT  W.  GRAVES  &.  COMPANY,  Plff. 

in  Err., 

v. 

W.  N.   HORTON. 

(132  Ga.  786,  65  S.  E.  112.) 

Action    —   ex   contractu   —   fraadnlent 
conveyance  —  liability  of  grantee. 
1.  If  a  debtor  fraudulently  conveyed  his 

property  to  avoid  the  payment  of  his  debts, 

Headnotes  by  Lumpkiw,  J. 


Xote.  —  May  creditor  of  fraudulent 
vendor,  withotit  Hen,  maintain  an 
action  ex  delicto  or  ex  contractu, 
against  a  fraudulent  vendee  wiio  ham 
converted  to  hia  oxvn  use  or  disposed 
of  the  property  fraudulently  trans- 
ferred. 

It  is  not  intended  to  discuas  herein  the 
equitable  remedies  of  creditors  by  way  of 
35 
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and  the  grantee  conveyed  it  to  an  innocent 
purchaser  without  notice,  this  did  not  cre- 
ate any  such  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor 
between  the  fraudulent  grantee  and  a  cred- 
itor of  his  grantor  (if  it  should  be  assumed 
that  the  plaintiff  was  a  creditor  at  the  time 
of  the  transfer)  as  to  authorize  such  credit- 
ar  to  bring  an  action  of  contract  directly 
against  the  fraudulent  grantee  alone  to  re- 
cover the  amount  of  the  indebtedness  of  tlie 
grantor,  who  had  become  a  banlcrupt. 
Same  —  ox  delicto. 

2.  An  action  on  the  case  for  the  fraud  of 
the  defendant  in  purchasing  property  from 
a  person  who  afterwards  became  a  banlc- 
rupt, withholding  the  title  from  record,  and 
thus  permitting  his  grantor  to  obtain  credit 
on  the  faith  of  it,  and  later  selling  the  prop- 
erty to  an  innocent  third  party,  cannot  be 
maintained  by  one  who  sold  personalty  to 
the  grantor  on  credit,  but  who  had  no  lien. 

(a)  The  allegations  touching  collusion  be- 
tween the  grantor  and  grantee  to  defraud 
creditors  of  the  former  were  not  such  as  to 
authorize  a  recovery  by  the  plaintiff,  who 
had  no  judgment  or  lien,  in  a  suit  against 
the  grantee  alone. 


Pleading  —  deceit  —  snClclency. 

3.  The  allegations  were  not  euffident  to 
support  an  action  of  deceit. 

Action  —  nature. 

4.  The  action  in  this  ease  was  not  an 
equitable  proceeding  to  subject  assets  of  a 
debtor,  or  their  proceeds  or  value  in  tbc 
hands  of  a  fraudulent  grantee,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  of  the  grantor,  nor  «a< 
any  recovery  sought  or  judijntent  had 
against  the  grantor,  who  was  a  bankrupt 

(June  23,   1909.) 

ERROR  to  the  Superior  Court  for  Floyd 
County  to  review  a  judgment  dismiss- 
ing the  petition  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  the  purchase  price  of  certain  goods 
sold  and  delivered  to  one  Smith  and  aUe^ 
to  have  been  fraudulently  purchased  bj 
defendant.    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Iiumpkin,  J.: 
Robert    W.    Graves,    doing   business   as 
Robert   W.   Graves    &   Company,  filed  hit 


creditors'  bills,  etc.,  and  cases  considering 
that  subject  are  excluded.  Neither  is  it 
intended  to  treat  of  the  rights  of  creditors 
of  a  fraudulent  vendor  against  his  vendee 
by  way  of  execution,  attachment,  garnish- 
ment, or  replevin,  and  cases  of  the  latter 
character  are  also  excluded. 

A  defrauded  creditor's  remedies  against 
a  third  person  fraudulently  converting  the 
property  of  a  debtor  for  the  purpose  of  aid- 
ing and  assisting  him  in  defrauding  his 
creditors  are  such  as  are  provided  by  law, 
and  are  to  be  resorted  to  after  the  creditor 
has  complied  with  certain  prescribed  condi- 
tions precedent;  it  being  a  generally  recog- 
nized rule  that  a  mere  general  creditor, 
without  a  lien,  has  no  such  right  or  inter- 
est in  his  debtor's  property  as  will  enable 
him  to  maintain. an  action  at  law,  either 
etc  delicto  or  ex  contractu,  against  a  third 
person  converting  the  debtor's  property  with 
the  intention  of  aiding  and  assisting  him 
to  defraud  his  creditors. 

Actions  ea  contractu. 

The  courts  are  in  substantial  harmony  in 
applying  the  foregoing  doctrine  to  actions 
ex  contractu  by  a  creditor  of  a  fraudulent 
vendor,  who  has  no  lien  upon  the  property 
conveyed,  and  the  cases  considering  the 
subject  have  reached  a  conclusion  in  har- 
mony with  that  declared  in  Robebt  W. 
Gbaves  &  Co.  V.  HoBTON,  to  the  effect  that 
no  relation  of  contract  arises  between  a 
creditor  and  the  fraudulent  vendee  of  his 
debtor,  from  the  fact  that  such  fraudulent 
vendee  has  converted  the  property  of  the 
debtor  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  and  assist- 
ing him  to  defraud  his  creditor,  and  that 
hence  an  action  ex  contractu  cannot  be 
maintained  against  the  fraudulent  vendee. 
Tasker  v.  Moss,  82  Ind.  62;  Chamberlin  v. 
Jones,  114  Ind.  458,  16  N.  E.  178;  Aspin- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


wall  v.  Jones,  17  Mo.  209;  Hopkins  v.  Beebe, 
26  Pa.  85;  William  J.  I>emp  Brewing  Co. 
V.  La  Rose,  20  Tex.  Civ.  App.  675,  60  S.  W. 
400;  LeGierse  v.  Kellum,  00  Tex.  242,  18 
S.  W.  609;  Blum  v.  Goldman,  66  Tex.  621, 
1  S.  W.  899;  Rothchild  Bros.  v.  Trewella, 
36  Wash.  679,  68  L.R.A.  281,  104  Am.  St. 
Rep.  973,  79  Pac.  480. 

In  Tasker  v.  Moss,  supra,  the  court  quoted 
approvingly  Bump  on  Fraudulent  Convev- 
ances,  p.  515,  to  the  effect  that  "if  a  fraudu- 
lent disposition  has  actually  been  made  by 
the  debtor  of  his  property,  a  creditor  can- 
not, in  the  absence  of  special  legislation, 
bring  an  action  in  assumpsit,  or  on  the  case, 
against  those  who  combined  and  colluded 
with  him.  Assumpsit  will  not  lie,  for  there 
is  neither  an  express  promise  nor  a  privity 
from  which  the  law  will  ^mply  a  promise 
to  pay  the  debt  of  the  creditor." 

And  in  William  J.  Lemp  Brewing  Co.  t. 
La  Rose,  supra,  the  court  said  that  a  cred- 
itor had  no  cause  of  action  to  recover  his 
debt  from  one  converting  property  conveyed 
to  him  by  the  debtor,  although  the  purpose 
was  to  defraud  the  plaintiff  and  other  cred- 
itors. 

And  in  Aspinwall  v.  Jones,  the  oonrt 
said  the  fact  that  an  insolvent  had  made  a 
fraudulent  assignment  to  a  third  person  of 
his  property  did  not  authorize  an  action 
ex  contractu  against  such  thiid  person  by 
one  of  his  creditors,  to  recover  upon  his 
original  debt. 

AiCtione  em  delicto. 

While  a  contrary  doctrine  prevails  in  a 
few  states,  the  weight  of  authority  denies  to 
a  creditor  of  a  fraudulent  vendor,  without 
a  lien,  the  right  to  maintain  an  action  es 
delicto  against  a  fraudulent  vendee,  to  re- 
cover damages  occasioned  by  such  vendee 
fraudulently  converting  the  property  of  the 
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petition  agminst  W.  N.  Horton.    He  alleged, 
in  aubsUnce,  as  follows:     "On  the 


day  of  August,  1905,"  John  M.  Smith  bought 
of  the  plaintifT  one  car  load  of  coal,  which 
was  delivered  on  September  1st.  "A.  few 
days  thereafter"  Smith  bought  another  car 
load  of  coal  of  the  petitioner,  which  was 
delivered  on  September  9th.  The  purchase 
price  of  the  two  cars  aggregated  $131.80. 
Smith  bought  the  coal  with  the  avowed  pur- 
poae  of  using  it  "at  his  own  gin  in  the 
Fourth  ward  of  the  city  of  Rome,"  and 
stated  to  the  plaintiff  that  he  would  haul 
it  with  his  (Smith's)  own  teams.  The 
plaintiff  sold  the  coal  in  good  faith,  beliey- 
ing  that  Smith  owned  the  gin,  as  he  claimed, 
when  be  bought  the  coal.  On  or  about  Oc- 
tober 25,  1905,  proceedings  in  bankruptcy 
were  instituted  against  Smith,  and  the 
plaintiff  was  listed  among  his  creditors. 
Afler  these  proceedings  were  filed,  Horton 
produced  a  deed  to  the  gin  property  above 
referred  to,  and  it  covered  all  the  machin- 
ery and  personal   effects  on  the  property. 


The  deed  purported  to  have  been  made  on 
April  4,  1905,  with  an  ostensible  consider- 
ation of  $2,000,  and  purported  to  convey  the 
undivided  half  interest  of  Smith  in  the  gin 
property,  and  the  undivided  half  interest  of 
Smith  in  certain  other  real  estate  in  the 
city  of  Rome.  Smith  is  insolvent,  and  has 
been  so  since  the  date  of  this  deed,  being 
also  insolvent  at  the  time  he  purchased  the 
coal.  Horton  knew  all  these  facts.  Smith 
has  been  adjudicated  a  bankrupt,  owing 
debts  to  the  amount  of  approximately  $15,- 
000,  with  assets  of  about  $1,100,  which  he 
asks  to  be  set  aside  to  him  as  a  homestead. 
Plaintiff  is  unable  to  collect  of  Smith  for 
the  coal  sold  him.  He  charges  that  Smith 
and  Horton  entered  into  a  combination  for 
the  purpose  of  defrauding  the  creditors  of 
Smitii;  that  the  sale  of  the  land  was  a 
sham;  that  the  consideration  in  the  deed 
was  fictitious;  and  that  it  was  not  executed 
on  the  4th  day  of  April  as  appears  on  its 
face,  but  was  executed  after  the  15th  day 
of    August,    1905.     Smith    returned    "said 


debtor.  Smith  T.  Blake,  1  Day,  258;  Austin 
T.  Barrows,  41  Conn.  287 ;  Green  v.  Kimble, 
t  Blackf .  552 ;  Xasker  v.  Moss,  supra,  Moody 
V.  Burton,  27  Me.  427,  40  Am.  Dec.  612 
(later  changed  by  statute,  Spaulding  v. 
Fisher,  57  Me.  411 )  ;  Lamb  v.  Stone,  11 
Pick.  527;  Wellington  v.  Small,  3  Cush. 
145,  50  Am.  Dec.  719;  Bradley  v.  Fuller,  118 
Mass.  239;  Hurwitz  v.  Hurwitz,  10  Misc. 
3o3,  31  N.  Y.  Supp.  25 ;  Braem  v.  Merchants' 
Xat.  Bank,  127  N.  Y.  608,  28  N.  E.  507; 
Klous  T.  Hennessey,  13  R.  I.  332  (apparent- 
ly overruling  Whitman  v.  Spencer,  2  R.  I. 
124);  Hall  v.  Eaton,  25  Vt.  458;  Field  v. 
Siegel,  99  WU.  605,  47  L.R.A.  433,  75  N. 
W.  397;  Adler  v.  Fenton,  24  How.  407,  16 
L.  ed.  696. 

The  reason  for  this  rule  was  stated  in 
Lamb  V.  Stone,  supra,  to  be  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  no  lien  on  the  property  of  his 
debtor,  no  interest  in  it,  claim  on  it,  or 
right  to  it,  when  the  defendant  converted 
it  to  his  own  use;  that  such  conversion 
merely  lessened  the  plaintiff's  chances  of 
acquiring  a  right  to  the  property,  or  a 
hold  upon  it  by  way  of  security  for  his 
dnefi;  that  to  sustain  such  an  action  would 
render  the  defendant  liable  to  a  like  action 
by  every  other  creditor  as  well  as  the  plain- 
tiff, and  that  the  damage,  if  any,  was  too 
remote  and  contingent  to  be  the  ground  of 
an  action.  These  reasons  were  all  approved 
in  Wellington  ▼.  Small,  supra,  and,  after  ap- 
proving same,  the  court  said:  "It  might 
have  been  added  that  the  case  was  not  varied 
by  the  fraudulent  intent  of  the  defendant, 
which  was  alleged  in  the  declaration,  be- 
cause such  intent  could  not  make  the  plain- 
tiff's damage  any  greater,  or  any  less  re- 
mote or  contingent,  than  it  would  have 
been  if  no  such  intent  had  existed.  Be- 
sides, an  act  done  in  pursuance  of  an 
unlawful  intent  is  no  ground  for  a  civil 
action,  unless  soma  actual  damage  ensues. 
26  L.E.A.(NA) 


.  .  .  The  uncertainty  of  the  plaintiff's 
damage  seems,  of  itself  alone,  to  be  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  his  not  recovering.  In  an 
action  on  the  case  ex  delicto,  the  plaintiff 
must  show  injury  and  damage;  and  these 
must  be  shown  as  facts,  by  legal  proofs, 
except  in  a  few  cases  where,  by  the  rule  of 
law,  damage  is  presumed  from  the  act  com- 
plained of.  This  case  does  not  fall  within 
that  exception.  How  could  this  plaintiff 
prove  that  he  suffered  any  damage  from  the 
acts  of  the  defendant  which  are  averred  in 
the  declaration?  How  could  he  prove  that 
he  would  have  secured  his  debt  by  attach- 
ing the  property  of  his  debtor,  if  the  de- 
fendant had  not  intermeddled  with  it? 
Other  creditors  might  have  attached  it  be- 
fore him,  or  it  might  have  been  stolen  or 
destroyed  while  in  the  debtor's  possession. 
The  fact  that  the  plaintiff  has  suffered  ac- 
tual damage  from  the  defendant's  conduct 
is  not  capable  of  legal  proof,  because  it  is 
not  within  the  compass  of  human  knowledge, 
and  therefore  cannot  be  shown  by  human 
testimony.  It  depends  on  numberless  un- 
known contingencies,  and  can  be  nothing 
more  than  a  matter  of  conjecture." 

The  foregoing  doctrine  was  quoted  with 
approval  in  Hurwitz  v.  Hurwitz;  Klous  v. 
Hennessey;  Tasker  v.  Moss;  and  Adler  t. 
Fenton, — supra. 

And  in  Field  v.  Siegel,  supra,  the  Massa- 
chusetts cases  were  cited  with  approval 
as  sustaining  the  doctrine  therein  declared, 
that  "the  rule  is  elementary  that  an  action 
on  the  case  in  favor  of  a  general  creditor 
will  not  lie  against  a  fraudulent  vendee 
or  grantee  of  his  debtor." 

This  doctrine  was  also  recognized  in  Mur- 
tha  V.  Curley,  90  N.  Y.  372.  The  court, 
however,  construed  the  complaint  in  that 
case  to  be  suiScient  as  a  creditors'  bill,  and 
hence  held  it  error  for  the  trial  court  to 
have  dismissed  the  complaint  upon  the  the- 
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for  taxes  for  the  year  1905"  late  in 

the  aummer,  and  made  the  usual  affidavit 
that  the  property  belonged  to  himself  and 
Horton  aa  partners.  The  deed  was  withheld 
from  the  records  by  Horton  so  that  Smith 
might  obtain  credit  and  transmit  the  pro- 
ceeds to  Horton  for  their  joint  and  several 
benefit,  and  to  defraud  Smith's  creditors  by 
tajcing  away  from  them  any  chance  to  col- 
lect their  debts.  Throughout  the  year  1905, 
and  up  to  the  time  proceedings  in  bank- 
ruptcy were  instituted,  Smith  remained  in 
possession  of  the  property.  He  not  only 
bought  the  coal  to  run  the  gin  and  the  saw- 
mill connected  with  it,  but  during  the 
months  of  August,  September,  and  October, 
besides  other  months,  he  purchased  hun- 
dreds of  dollars  worth  of  other  merchandise 
of  various  kinds  on  credit,  having  it  charged 
to  himself,  and  applied  it  to  the  improve- 
ment of  this  gin  and  mill  property.  Horton 
knew  all  these  facts,  and  he  acquiesced  in 
and  encouraged  them.     Though  Horton  en- 


joys the  benefits  of  these  debts,  he  now  dis- 
claims all  liability  on  any  of  them.  Since 
bankruptcy  proceedings  have  been  instituted 
against  Smith,  Horton  has  filed  deeds  pur- 
porting to  have  been  made  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  1905  to  all  of  Smith's  real 
estate  "of  any  considerable  value"  in  Floyd 
county;  this  being  the  first  act  on  the  part 
of  Horton  to  put  the  public  and  Smith's 
creditors  on  notice  of  his  ownership  of 
Smith's  assets.  One  of  the  deeds  referred 
to  from  Smith  to  Horton  purported  to  have 
been  executed  on  March  11,  1905,  for  a  con- 
sideration of  $1,521,  and  conveyed  an  undi- 
vided half  interest  in  certain  farm  property 
in  Texas  Valley  district  of  Floyd  county. 
This  deed  was  withheld  from  the  records  by 
Horton,  with  the  fraudulent  purpose  herein 
referred  to,  until  the  13th  day  of  November, 
1905,  some  time  after  Smith  was  adjudi- 
cated a  bankrupt.  Since  the  dates  on  which 
these  deeds  purport  to  have  been  made, 
Horton  has  advised  the  public  and  Smith's 


ory  that  the  action  therein  stated  was  by  a 
general  creditor  to  recover  damages  from  a 
fraudulent  vendee. 


Contra. 

In  a  few  jurisdictions  a  contrary  doctrine 
has  been  asserted,  and  it  has  been  held  that 
a  creditor  of  a  fraudulent  vendor,  although 
having  no  lien  upon  the  property  of  the 
vendor,  but  who  has  been  prevented  from 
collecting  his  claim  out  of  such  property  by 
the  fraudulent  conversion  thereof  by  a 
third  person  colluding  with  the  vendor  to 
dispose  of  his  property  to  defraud  his  cred- 
itors, is  entitled  to  recover  of  such  third 
person  the  damages  thus  sustained  in  an 
amount  not  to  exceed  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty fraudulently  converted.  This  doctrine 
is  well  established  in  Pennsylvania.  Mott 
V.  Danforth,  6  Watts,  304,  31  Am.  Dec.  468; 
Fenrod  v.  Mitchell,  8  Serg.  &  R.  522;  Kelsey 
V.  Murphy,  26  Pa.  78 ;  Hopkins  t.  Becbe, 
26  Pa.  85. 

In  Whitman  v.  Spencer,  2  R.  I.  124,  the 
court  sustained  an  action  in  tort,  by  the 
creditor  of  a  fraudulent  vendor,  against  a 
third  person  to  recover  damages  caused  him 
by  a  conspiracy  between  his  debtor  and  such 
third  person,  whereby  he  had  taken  a  stock 
of  goods  belonging  to  the  debtor  to  a 
distant  place,  and  disposed  of  same,  thereby 
preventing  the  plaintiff  from  collecting  his 
claim  from  the  debtor;  the  court  holding 
that  the  right  of  plaintiff  to  maintain  the 
action  depended  upon  the  question  of  con- 
spiracy, and  said  that  if  the  purpose  of  the 
defendant  was  to  aid  the  debtor  to  defraud 
his  creditors,  or  to  compel  them  to  com- 
promise their  claims,  the  action  against 
him  by  such  creditors  to  recover  damages 
thereby  occasioned  them  was  maintainable. 
This  case,  however,  is  in  conflict  with  Klous 
V.  Hennessey,  supra,  and  is  apparently  over- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


ruled  by  that  case,  although  no  reference  is 
made  to  it  in  the  opinion  filed  therein. 

And  in  Meredith  v.  Johns,  1  Hen.  &,  M. 
685,  while  the  question  arose  in  a  collat- 
eral way  and  did  not  receive  serious  con- 
sideration, the  court  said  that  a  creditor 
who  was  prevented  from  collecting  his  debt 
from  his  debtor  by  reason  of  a  third  person 
coUusively  and  fraudulently  converting  his 
property  was  entitled,  in  an  action  es  de- 
licto against  such  third  person,  to  full  com- 
pensation for  all  inconvenience  and  expense 
he  had  been  put  to  by  the  malicious  con- 
duct of  such  third  person  in  maliciously 
aiding  the  debtor  to  remove  to  parts  un- 
known and  to  dispose  of  his  property. 

So,  in  Smith  v.  Tonstall,  Carth.  3,  the 
court  sustained  an  action  ea  delicto  by  a 
creditor  to  recover  of  a  third  person  dam- 
ages occasioned  him  by  reason  of  the 
conduct  of  such  third  person  in  conspiring 
to  defeat  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff,  by  pro- 
curing the  debtor  to  confess  judgment  upon 
a  fictitious  claim,  and  suing  out  an  execu- 
tion upon  the  judgment,  and  seizing  by 
virtue  thereof  all  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
the  debtor  and  converting  same  to  his  own 
use. 

And  in  Dunphy  v.  Kleinsmith,  11  Wall. 
610,  20  L.  ed.  223,  in  holding  that  a  decree 
for  damages  could  not  be  rendered  in  an 
equitable  proceeding  against  a  defendant  for 
having  taken  a  fraudulent  assignment  of 
the  property  of  complainant's  debtor,  there- 
by preventing  complainant  from  realizing 
on  his  claim,  the  court  said  that  if  the 
complainant  wished  to  make  the  defendant 
answerable  in  damages,  either  for  the  waste 
of  the  property  or  for  its  disposal  by  the 
original  proprietor  by  aid  of  the  wrongful 
complicity  of  the  defendant,  he  must  sue 
for  damages  in  an  action  at  law.  This  case 
is  in  conflict  with  Adier  v.  Fenton,  supra, 
wherein  the  question  squarely  arose  and  a 
decision  to  the  contrary  reached. 
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creditors  to  extend  Smith  credit,  as  Smith 
had  plenty  of  real  estate  to  pay  all  his 
dehts  and  have  money  besides,  and  that  he 
was  worthy  of  the  highest  credit.  The 
plaintiff  has  made  demand  of  Horton  for 
the  indebtedness  due  to  him,  and  Horton 
refuses  to  pay  it.  By  amendment  the  plain- 
tiff alleged  substantially  as  follows:  In  the 
negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  coal, 
Smith  represented  to  the  plaintiff  that  he 
was  the  proprietor  of  the  gin  property  for 
the  use  of  which  the  coal  was  bought,  and 
it  was  sold  on  the  faith  thereof.  Before 
Horton  made  it  Icnown  that  he  had  taken 
over  from  Smith  the  gin  property,  a  petition 
in  involuntary  bankruptcy  was  filed  against 
Smith,  and  on  November  2,  1905,  he  was 
adjudicated  a  bankrupt.  Smith  and  Horton 
in  contemplation  of  the  bankruptcy  proceed- 
ings on  the  7th  day  of  October,  1905,  sold 
the  gin  property  to  the  Georgia  Cotton  Oil 
Company,  an  innocent  purchaser.  At  that 
time  the  deed  from  Smith  to  Horton  had 
not  been  made  public,  and  Smith  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  the  consummation  of  the 
sale  to  the  Georgia  Cotton  Oil  Company, 
which  sale  to  an  innocent  purchaser  was 
made  in  order  to  place  the  property,  out 
of  which  he  expected  to  realize  his  debt, 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  plaintiff.  Plaintiff 
does  not  sue  Smith  in  this  case,  because  he 
is  a  bankrupt,  and  because  of  the  facts  set 
out  in  the  petition  and  amendment.  He 
charges  that  Smith  was  used  by  Horton  in 
the  purchase  of  the  coal,  keeping  back  in 
a  secret  manner  Horton's  interest  in  and 
relation  to  the  purchase.  Upon  motion,  the 
case  was  dismissed  on  the  ground  that  no 
sufficient  cause  of  action  was  alleged.  The 
plaintiff  excepted. 

Messrs.  Iiipscomb,  Wllllnchain,  & 
Dojral,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

The  allegations  in  the  petition  charge 
that  the  goods  were  obtained  by  a  con- 
spiracy between  the  defendant,  Horton,  and 
Smith,  in  which  both  participated,  and  that 
the  defendant  received  the  benefit  derived 
from  the  use  of  the  goods;  and  therefore 
defendant  is  liable  in  equity  to  plaintiff  for 
their  value. 

Bowden  v.  Achor,  96  Ga.  243,  22  S.  E. 
264;  Vaughn  v.  Georgia  Co-op.  Loan  Co.  98 
Ga.  288,  26  S.  E.  441;  De  Lacy  v.  Hurst, 
83  Ga.  229,  9  S.  E.  1062;  Conley  v.  Buck, 
100  Ga.  187,  28  S.  E.  97. 

Messrs.  F.  W.  Copeland  and  M.  B. 
Enbanks  for  defendant  in  error. 

liumpkin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

This  was  not  a  proceeding  to  subject 
property  to  the  payment  of  a  debt.  The 
plaintiff  had  no  judgment  against  his  debtor, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


I  and  did  not  sue  him,  and  could  not  do  so, 
because  the  debtor  had  been  adjudicated  a 
bankrupt.  He  could  not  subject  either 
property  or  its  proceeds  or  its  value  to  a 
judgment  against  his  debtor,  because  he  had 
no  judgment,  and  was  not  proceeding  to 
obtain  one  in  this  action.  Neither  did  he 
have  a  lien  of  any  kind  on  the  property. 
The  case  does  not  fall  within  the  ruling' in 
Bigby  V.  Warnock,  116  Ga.  385,  57  L.R.A. 
754,  41  S.  E.  622.  It  was  a  direct  suit  by 
one  claiming  to  be  a  creditor  of  a  bankrupt 
against  a  person  alleged  to  be  a  fraudulent 
grantee  from  the  debtor  of  the  plaintiff, 
who  had  sold  the  property  to  an  innocent 
third  party  for  value.  If  it  can  be  main- 
tained by  the  plaintiff  against  the  defend- 
ant, it  must  be  either  as  an  action  of  con- 
tract or  an  action  of  tort.  The  petition  did 
not  allege  that  the  defendant  was  the  con- 
cealed principal  of  the  person  who  created 
the  debt,  but  conceded  that  it  was  the  debt 
of  the  latter,  and  excused  failure  to  sue 
him  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  bankrupt. 
A  mere  general  expression  that  the  defend- 
ant "used"  the  original  debtor  for  fraudu- 
lent purposes  does  not  amount  to  an  allega- 
tion of  agency.  Neither  did  the  petition 
allege  any  partnership,  suretyship,  guaran- 
ty, or  assumption  of  the  debt  by  the  de- 
fendant. No  contract,  express  or  implied, 
between  the  defendant  and  the  plaintiff  was 
set  out.  If  the  grantee  still  held  the  prop- 
erty, it  might  perhaps  be  subjected,  but  h« 
could  not  be  sued  primarily  for  the  amount 
of  the  debt.  If  he  disposed  of  the  property, 
this  would  not  make  him  an  original  debtor 
to  the  plaintiff.  If  there  was  a  right  of 
action  on  behalf  of  creditors  generally  to 
recover  property  or  its  proceeds  or  value, 
apparently  it  would  be  in  the  trustee  in 
bankruptcy.  If  the  action  should  be  treated 
as  sounding  in  tort,  it  was  still  fatally 
defective.  There  was  no  allegation  of  any 
direct  representation  by  the  defendant  to 
the  pl«intiff.  It  was  alleged  that  the  orig- 
inal debtor  executed  a  deed  to  his  mill  prop- 
erty to  the  present  defendant,  which  was 
dated  April  4th,  but  was  actually  executed 
"after  the  loth  day  of  August,  1905."  The 
date  of  the  sale  of  one  car  load  of  coal  by 
the  plaintiff  to  his  debtor  was  alleged  to 

have  been  "on  the  day  of  August, 

1905,"  and  the  delivery  on  September  1st 
following.  The  other  car  load  was  alleged 
to  have  been  sold  "a  few  days  thereafter," 
and  the  delivery  made  on  September  9th. 
Thus  it  does  not  appear  whether  the  plain- 
tiff was  a  creditor  when  the  deed  was  con- 
ceded to  have  been  executed  to  the  defend- 
ant. While  there  were  some  general  allega- 
tions of  collusion  and  concealment,  there 
was  none  such  as  to  show  a  right  of  action 
on  the  part  of  a  subsequent  creditor.    See, 
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on  this  subject,  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Bayless, 
96  Ga.  684,  23  S.  E.  851. 

The  deed  to  "the  gin  property"  recited  a 
consideration  of  $2,000.  This  was  charged 
to  be  fictitious.  Another  deed  referred  to 
recited  a  consideration  of  $1,521.  Tlierc 
was  no  allegation  as  to  the  actual  value 
of  the  property  transferred.  Nor  was  there 
any  direct  statement'  that  the  defendant 
received  the  coal  bought  from  the  plalntilT, 
or  that  it  was  used  by  him.  The  general 
language  as  to  defrauding  creditors  and  en- 
joying benefits  therefrom  will  not  take  the 
place  of  a  specific  allegation  as  to  this 
plaintiff  in  an  action  of  tort.  The  debtor 
went  into  bankruptcy  in  October,  owing 
debts  approximating  in  amount  $15,000,  and 
claiming  as  assets  about  $1,100,  which  he 
asked  to  be  set  apart  to  him  as  an  exemp- 
tion. If  this  rendered  the  grantee  of  the 
debtor  liable  to  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount 
of  the  debt  due  to  him  in  an  action  of  tort 
against  such  grantee,  and  similarly  rendered 
him  liable  to  each  of  the  other  creditors, 
he  might  be  held  liable  to  pay  the  amount 
of  all  the  debts  of  the  bankrupt,  regardless 
of  the  value  of  the  property  received  by 
him.  In  Matthews  v.  Pass,  19  Ga.  141,  it 
was  held  that,  where  a  person  aids  another 
to  remove  himself  and  his  property  out  of 
the  state,  an  action  on  the  case  does  not  lie 
against  that  person  at  the  suit  of  a  creditor. 
That  case  is  not  identical  with  this,  but 
much  of  the  reasoning  of  Benning,  J.,  is  in 
point.  Among  other  things  he  said :  "Cases 
like  this  have  been  continually  occurring 
ever  since  the  birth  of  credit.  Has  there 
ever  been  a  time  when  men  were  not  aiding 
debtors  to  evade  the  payment  of  their 
debts?  Yet  there  is  not  to  be  found  an 
instance  of  an  action  on  the  case  against 
such  men  by  the  creditor."  In  Western  R. 
Co.  V.  Thomas  &  Prescott,  60  Ga.  313,  27 
Am.  Rep.  411,  it  was  held  (Jackson,  J., 
dubitante)  that  where  the  agent  of  a  rail- 
road company  obstructed  an  officer  in  levy- 
ing an  attachment  upon  goods  located  on 
one  of  the  company's  trains,  and  they  were 
removed  out  of  the  state  by  the  running  of 
the  train,  this  did  not  furnish  a  cause  of 
action  against  the  company  at  the  instance 
of  the  plaintiff  in  attachment.  In  Lamb  v. 
Stone,  11  Pick.  527,  it  was  held  that  an  ac- 
tion on  the  case  for  the  fraud  of  the  defend- 
ant in  purchasing  personal  property  of  the 
plaintiff's  debtor,  and  aiding  the  debtor  to 
abscond  in  order  to  prevent  the  plaintiff 
from  enforcing  payment  of  his  debt  by  at- 
taching the  property  or  arresting  the  body 
of  the  debtor,  cannot  be  sustained.  That 
case  was  not  an  action  of  conspiracy  or  case 
in  the  nature  of  conspiracy;  nor  is  there 
any  definite  allegation  of  a  conspiracy  to 
defraud  the  plaintiff  alleged  here.  After 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


noting  that  there  was  no  all^ation  of  a 
conspiracy  in  the  Lamb  Case,  Morton,  J., 
added :  "It  will,  however,  be  perceived  that 
some  of  our  reasoning  would  apply  to  such 
an  action  as  well  as  the  one  before  us."  In 
the  well-considered  case  of  Moody  v.  Burton, 
27  Me.  427,  46  Am.  Dec.  612,  it  was  held 
that,  where  a  fraudulent  conveyance  of 
property  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  and 
with  the  intent  to  defraud  creditors,  an 
action  on  the  case  to  recover  damages  on 
account  of  such  fraud,  brought  by  one  of 
the  creditors  against  the  parties  to  the 
fraudulent  conveyance,  could  not  be  sus- 
tained. The  reasoning  is  so  clearly  ex- 
pressed that  we  will  quote  it  somewhat  at 
length.  In  the  opinion  Shepley,  J.,  said: 
"Creditors  may  consider  such  conveyances  to 
be  unlawful  and  void,  and  may  cause  the 
property  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
their  debts  by  the  use  of  any  of  the  dif- 
ferent legal  and  equitable  processes  applica- 
ble to  their  case  and  afforded  by  the  law 
for  that  purpose.  ...  If  such  an  action 
as  this  may  be  maintained  against  a  fraud- 
ulent vendee,  it  may,  upon  like  principles, 
against  the  fraudulent  vendor  or  against 
any  particeps  fraudit.  .  .  .  The  debt  of 
the  creditor  will  not  be  satisfied  pro  tanto 
by  a  recovery  and  collection  of  damages 
from  a  vendee  or  a  particeps  fraudU.  A 
debt  due  from  one  person  cannot  be  satisfied 
by  the  recovery  of  damages  from  another 
person,  unconnected  with  and  a  stranger  to 
it,  without  some  statute  provision.  The 
creditor  would  recover  damages  in  satisfac- 
tion for  an  injury  suffered,  not  on  account 
of  a  debt  due  and  in  satisfaction  of  it. 
How  arc  the  damages  which  a  creditor  may 
thus  recover  to  be  proved  and  estimated? 
The  plaintiff  had  obtained  no  lien  on  the 
property  conveyed,  by  attachment,  judg- 
ment, or  in  any  other  manner.  Had  no 
special  property  in  or  claim  to  it.  The  only 
proof  of  loss  or  injury  which  he  could  make 
would  be  that  his  debtor  had  fraudulently 
conveyed  his  property  without  having  re- 
ceived any  value  for  it,  and  with  the  intent 
to  avoid  the  payment  of  his  debt.  And  that 
he  had  no  other  means  of  obtaining  pay- 
ment. All  other  creditors  could  make  the 
same  proof.  Upon  such  proof  he  could  not 
be  entitled  to  recover  the  amount  of  his 
debt;  for  that  is  still  subsisting,  and  it  may 
yet  be  collected.  Kor  could'  he  be  entitled 
to  recover  the  Talue  of  the  property  con- 
veyed; for  to  that  he  had  no  better  claim 
than  other  creditors.  He  has  not  therefore 
lost  it.  If  it  had  not  been  fraudulently  con- 
veyed, it  was  as  probable  that  it  might  have 
been  applied  to  the  payment  of  other  debts 
as  to  his  own.  The  debtor  might  have  dis- 
posed of  it  fairly  and  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, or  have  lost  it  by  accident  or 
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misfortune.  The  only  loss  or  injury  shown 
by  the  proof  would  be  that  he  had  been 
deprived  of  a  chance  or  possibility  of  ob- 
taining payment  from  tiiat  property.  This 
would  l>e  stating  his  loss  at  injury  too 
strongly;  for  he  would  still  have  the  chance 
of  attaching  or  securing  it,  or  its  proceeds, 
in  the  hands  of  the  fraudulent  holder.  A 
jury  would  be  authorized  then  to  estimate 
the  value  only,  of  his  chance  to  secure  it, 
and  liave  it  applied  to  the  payment  of  his 
debt  while  in  the  hands  of  his  debtor;  for 
this  only  has  he  lost.  There  would  be  no 
data,  tables,  or  other  means  afforded  by 
which  such  a  chance  could  be  estimated. 
The  loss  or  injury  would  be  too  uncertain 
and  remote  for  legal  estimation.  An  action 
like  the  present  can  be  maintained  only  by 
proof  of  a  direct,  certain,  and  material  in- 
jury." See  also  Smith  v.  Blake,  1  Day,  258; 
Randall  v.  Hazelton,  12  Allen,  412;  Welling- 
ton T.  Small,  3  Gush.  145,  50  Am.  Dec.  719; 
Green  t.  Eimble,  6  Blackf.  552;  Bradley 
T.  Fuller,  118  Mass.  239. 

The  present  case  also  is  not  to  be  con- 
fused with  those  where,  by  means  of  fraud 
or  conspiracy,  a  specific  lien  on  property 
has  been  displaced  or  lost.  Nor  are  there 
such  allegations  as  would  support  an  action 
of  deceit.  The  petition  does  not  appear  to 
have  proceeded  on  the  theory  of  an  action 
of  that  character,  and  it  does  not  sufficient- 
ly allege  any  false  affirmation  to  the  plain- 
tiff, with  intent  to  defraud  him,  made  by 
the  defendant  or  with  his  authority,  and 
damages  therefrom.  It  does  not  come  with- 
in such  rulings  as  that  in  Pasley  v.  Free- 
man, 3  T.  R.  51,  2  Smith,  Lead.  Caa.  9th  ed. 
1301,  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  235.  Whether, 
therefore,  the  suit  be  treated  as  one  sound- 
ing ex  contractu  or  ex  delicto,  it  was  prop- 
erly dismissed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 

AU  the  Justices  concur. 
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FRED  A.  WANN,  Plff.  in  Err., 
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SAME. 
(84  C.  C.  A.  324,  156  Fed.  558.) 

Carrier  —  rebate  —  allowance  (or  nse 

of  private  track. 

An  allowance  to  a  packer  of  a  certain 
26  L£^(N.S.) 


sum  per  car  for  the  use  of  his  private  track 
in  hauling  freiglit  from  his  plant  out  to 
his  property  line,  where  the  track  joins  that 
uf  a  carrier  forming  part  of  an  interstate 
system,  which  is  in  the  form  of  a  refund 
of  terminal  charges/  is  an  illegal  rebate  un- 
der the  Elkins  act. 

(April    16,    1907.) 

Ii^  RROR  to  the  District  Court  of  the  Unit- 
!i  ed  States  for  the  Northern  District  of 
Illinois,  Eastern  Division,  to  review  a  judg- 
ment jointly  convicting  defendants  of  giv- 
ing illegal  rebates  under  the  Elkins  act. 
Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Argued  before  Grosscup,  Baker,  and  Sea- 
man, Circuit  Judges. 

Mr.  Ralph  M.  Shaw  for  plaintiffs  in  er- 
ror. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Ilanchett  for  the  United 
States. 

Baker,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the  opin* 
ion  of  the  court: 

Plaintiffs  in  error  were  jointly  convicted 
of  violating  that  part  of  §  1  of  the  Elkins 
act  (act  Feb.  19,  1903,  chap.  708,  32  Stat, 
at  L.  847)  which  inhibits  the  giving  of 
"any  rebate  ...  in  respect  of  the  trans- 
portation of  any  property  in  interstate  or 
foreign  commerce  .  .  .  whereby  any 
such  property  shall  by  any  device  whatever 
be  transported  at  a  less  rate  than  that 
.  .  .  published  and  filed."  U.  S.  Comp. 
Stat.  Supp.  1907,  p.  880.  The  government 
proved  that  the  Chicago  &  Alton  was  an 
interstate  common  carrier,  having  a  line 
extending  eastward  from  Kansas  City,  Mis- 
souri; that  the  Kansas  City  Railway  Com- 
pany was  an  interstate  common  carrier  be- 
tween  Kansas   City,   Kansas,   and   Kansas 


Note.  —  Right  of  carrier  to  grant  rebate 
or  allotcance  to  shipper  for  use  of  lat' 
ter'a  trades. 

The  question  here  raised  involves  a  prin- 
ciple quite  similar  to  that  involved  in  cases 
gathered  in  a  note  appended  to  State  ex 
rel.  Ellis  v.  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  12 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  506,  on  the  right  of  a  carrier 
to  discriminate  with  respect  to  special  or 
unusual  service.  Indeed,  one  of  the  cases 
cited  in  that  note,  Wight  v.  United  States, 
167  U.  S.  512,  42  L.  ed.  258,  17  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  822,  is  cited  in  Chicago  &  A.  R.  Co. 
V.  United  States,  as  in  principle  ruling  the 
latter  decision. 

That  a  carrier  may  not  lawfully  allow  a 
shipper  any  rebate  from  the  scheduled 
freight  rates  for  the  use  of  side  tracks 
owned  by  the  shipper,  and  used  for  the 
purpose  of  transferring  the  freight  of  the 
shipper  from  his  place  of  business  or  manu- 
facturing plant  to  the  tracks  of  the  carrier, 
may  be  said  to  be  well  established,  as  the 
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City,  Missouri,  having  a  belt  line  over 
which  it  hauled  cars  of  freight  from  in- 
dustries along  its  tracks  to  various  rail- 
roads; that  the  Schwarzschild  &  Sulzberger 
Company,  a  corporation,  owned  and  operated 
a  meat  packing  plant  at  Kansas  City,  Kan- 
sas, adjoining  the  tracks  of  the  belt  line; 
that  the  S.  ft  S.  Co.  was  not  a  common  car- 
rier; that  within  its  plant,  and  running 
around  and  between  various  buildings  there- 
of, the  S.  &.  S.  Co.  at  a  cost  of  $75,000 
built  about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  tracks, 
switches,  and  sidings,  on  which  the  annual 
outlay  for  maintenance  and  taxes  was 
$1,200;  that  the  S.  &  S.  tracks  connected 
with  the  belt  line  tracks  at  the  property  line; 
that  the  Alton  had  arrangements  with  the 
belt  line  and  with  eastern  railroads,  where- 
by the  Alton  undertook  to  transport  prop- 
erty in  interstate  commerce  from  Kansas 
Cit^,  Kansas,  to  seaboard  cities;  that  the 
Alton  published  and  filed  schedules  of  rates 
for  such  transportation;  that  the  belt  line 
published  and  filed  a  rate  of  $3  a  car  for 
hauling  cars  of  freight  over  its  line  from  the 
S.  &  S.  plant  to  the  Alton;  that  the  Alton 
transported  various  car  loads  of  freight  for 
the  S.  &  8.  Co.  from  Kansas  City,  Kansas, 
to  eastern  points,  collected  from  the  S.  &  8. 
Co.  the  full  amount  of  the  published  rates, 
and  paid  to  the  belt  line  $3  a  car,  which 
amount  was  included  in  the  Alton's  pub- 
lished rates;   and  that  the  Alton,  through 


plaintiffs  in  error  Faithom  as  vice  presi- 
dent, and  Wann  as  general  freight  a^ent, 
paid  back  to  the  S.  &  8.  Co.,  under  book 
entries  of  "refund  of  terminal  charges,'  $1 
on  each  car  for  the  use  made  of  the  S.  ( 
S.  tracks  in  getting  the  S.  t  S.  Co.'s  can 
of  freight  out  upon  the  belt  line'f  tracks. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  government's  evi- 
dence, plaintiffs  in  error  moved  that  the 
jury  be  directed  to  return  a<  verdict  of  not 
guilty.  This  motion  was  overruled.  There- 
upon plaintiffs  in  error  offered  to  prove 
that  the  use  of  the  S.  t,  8.  tracks  was  m- 
sonably  worth  $1  a  car.  The  court  excluded 
the  proffered  evidence. 

These  adverse  rulings  present  but  a  single 
question.  If  the  fact  that  the  S.  &  S.  Co.'i 
charge  for  the  use  of  its  tracks  was  reason- 
able would  take  the  case  out  from  under 
the  statute,  the  burden  would  lie  upon  the 
government,  in  order  to  bring  the  case  with- 
in the  statute,  to  prove  that  the  charge 
was  unreasonable;  and  this  the  gorern- 
ment  did  not  attempt  to  do.  So  the  as- 
signments of  error  center  on  the  challenge 
of  the  sufficiency  of  the  government's  evi- 
dence to  sustain  the  verdict  of  guilty. 

Some  discussion  in  briefs  and  in  oral 
argument  was  had  over  the  fact  that  the 
arrangement  between  the  Alton  and  the  8. 
A  S.  Co.  was  not  published  and  filed  vith 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  The 
S.  &  S.  Co.  was  not  a  common  carrier,  and 


holding  of  the  court  in  Ceicaoo  &.  A.  R.  Co. 
V.  United  States  was  affirmed  without 
opinion  by  the  Supreme  Court,  212  U.  S. 
663,  S3  L.  ed.  653,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  689. 

The  general  doctrine  under  the  Elkins  act 
is  that  allowances  to  shippers,  in  order  to 
be  justified,  must  be  for  transportation 
services  which  the  carrier  was  otherwise 
under  obligations  to  render,  and  an  allow- 
ance for  transporting  freight  from  the  rail- 
road terminal  to  or  from  the  plant  of  a 
shipper  is  not  an  allowance  for  services 
which  the  carrier  is  obliged  to  perform,  and 
hence  an  allowance  therefor  amounts  to  a 
rebate,  and  is  illegal.  Be  Allowances  for 
Transfer  of  Sugar,  14  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  619. 

So,  the  handling  of  cars  by  i  shipper 
within  its  plant  is  not  a  carrier's  service- 
which  it  is  required  to  perform  as  part 
of  its  contract  of  transportation,  and  hence 
the  shipper  is  entitled  to  no  allowance  or 
compensation  for  such  service,  and  an  al- 
lowance therefor  is  an  illegal  rebate.  General 
Electric  Co.  v.  New  York  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co. 
14  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  237;  Solvay  Process 
Co.  V.  Dtlaware,  L.  &  W.  R.  Co.  14  Inters. 
Com.  Rep.  246. 

And  an  allowance  to  a  shipper  for  the  use 
of  its  private  tap  line  is  a  rebate  and  illegal. 
Central  Yellow  Pine  Asso.  v.  Illinois  C.  R. 
Co.  10  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  605;  Central  Yel- 
low Pine  Assn.  v.  Vicksburg,  S.  &  P.  R.  Co. 
10  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  193. 

In  Re  Allowances  to  Elevators,  10  Inters. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Com.  Rep.  309,  an  allowance  to  a  shipper 
for  elevator  service  was  held  to  be  valid, 
and  not  a  device  to  give  an  illegal  prefer- 
ence. But  in  the  same  case,  upon  further 
investigation,  12  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  85,  such 
an  allowance,  where  more  than  equal  to  the 
actual  cost  of  the  service  rendered,  was  said 
as  to  the  excess  to  amount  to  a  rebate,  and 
to  be  illegal;  and  later,  on  a  rehearing  (13 
Inters.  Com.  Rep.  408),  the  allowance  as  a 
whole  was  held  to  amount  to  an  ill^al  re- 
bate. 

Applying  the  same  doctrine,  an  allowanee 
by  a  carrier  to  a  shipper  for  the  construc- 
tion and  use  by  the  shipper  of  a  tie  hoist 
was  held  to  amount  to  an  illegal  rebate  in 
Chesapeake  t  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Standard  Lumber 
Co.  174  Fed.  107. 

The  foregoing  cases  are  based  upon  the 
Elkins  act  and  amendments  thereto.  Where 
that  act  is  not  applied,  it  is  not  clear  that 
an  allowance  by  a  carrier  to  a  shipper  for 
transfer  or  terminal  service  would  amount 
to  a  rebate  if  the  allowance  was  reasonabk. 
The  question  arose  in  Root  v.  Long  Island 
R.  Co.  114  N.  Y.  300,  4  L.R.A.  331,  2  Inters. 
Com.  Rep.  676,  11  Am.  St.  Rep.  643,  21  >'• 
E.  403,  as  to  an  allowance  by  a  carrier  to 
a  shipper  for  a  dock  and  coal  pocket  to  he 
constructed  upon  the  shippers  premises. 
and  in  part  for  the  use  and  convenience  of 
the  carrier,  and  it  was  held  that  such  s» 
allowance  did  not  amount  to  an  illegal  re- 
bate, it  being  reasonable  in  amount. 
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therefore  had  nothing  in  the  way  of  rates 
and  charges  to  publish  and  file  with  the 
Commission.  Shippers,  of  course,  were  in- 
terested to  learn  from  the  Alton's  published 
Mhednles,  not  only  the  rates  between  differ- 
ent points,  but  also  the  terminal  charges, 
if  any,  that  were  to  be  exacted  of  them  in 
addition  to  the  rates.  We  think  it  is 
clear  that  the  shipping  public  were  not 
concerned  in  what  part  of  an  Alton  through 
rate  was  paid  by  the  Alton  to  the  Kew  York 
Central,  or  to  any  owner  of  tracks  that  were 
naed  in  making  the  through  shipment.  But 
if  divisions  of  rates  or  track  rentals  were 
required  to  be  published,  we  think  it  is 
equally  clear  that  a  failure  to  publish 
couM  not  make  a  rebate  of  what  is  not  a 
rebate,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  pub- 
lication could  not  save  what  is  a  rebate 
from  being  found  to  be  a  rebate.  So  the 
aforesaid  matter  of  publication  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  case. 

Payment  by  the  Alton  to  the  S.  &,  8.  Co. 
was  in  the  guise  of  a  "refund  of  terminal 
charges,"  as  though  the  Alton  through  over- 
sight had  collected  more  than  the  lawful 
charges  and  was  rectifying  the  mistake. 
But  as  courts  rightly  are  keen  to  penetrate 
an  innocent  appearing  device  to  reach  an 
illegal  transaction,  they  should  also  be 
alert  to  save  a  lawful  act  though  it  be  hid 
under  a  false  cover.  These  plaintiffs  in 
error  should  not  be  punished  for  methods 
of  bookkeeping,  if  the  false  entries  repre- 
sented in  fact  a  lawful  arrangement.  The 
real  transaction  was  the  payment  by  the  Al- 
ton for  the  use  of  the  S.  &  S.  tracks  in  get- 
ting S.  &  S.  freight  out  of  the  plant  to  the 
belt  line.  The  consideration  was  not  based 
on  a  fixed  monthly  or  yearly  rental,  or  on 
a  percentage  of  the  investment,  but  was 
determined  by  the  amount  of  use  measured 
by  wheelage.  But  rentals  on  the  basis  of 
vheelage  are  unobjectionable  if  the  parties 
have  entered  into  a  contract  which  in  all 
other  respects  is  lawful.  This  contract  was 
made  on  the  Alton's  part  through  its  traf- 
fic department.  We  may  know  as  a  matter 
of  common  information  that  contracts  re- 
specting right  of  way,  roadbed,  and  track 
are  usually  made  through  the  engineering 
or  maintenance  of  ways  department,  and 
not  through  freight  agents.  But,  again, 
these  plaintiffs  in  error  should  not  be  pun- 
ished because  the  rental  was  measured  by 
wheelage  or  because  the  contract  was  made 
by  freight  agents. 

S.  ft  S.  received  back  a  part  of  the  money 
they  paid  the  Alton  for  freight.  That  fact 
alone  does  not  prove  that  the  transaction 
constituted  a  rebate  within  the  definition  of 
the  statute.  A  railroad  may  pay  its  lawful 
indebtedness  to  a  shipper  out  of  the  money 
the  shipper  pays  it  for  freight;  or  a  ship- 
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per  may  pay  the  full  freight  partially  in 
money  and  partially  in  canceled  legal  de- 
mands against  the  railroad.  The  statute's 
definition  of  a  rebate  is  any  device  whereby 
any  property  in  interstate  or  foreign  com- 
merce is  transported  at  a  less  rate  than 
that  published  and  filed.  So,  if  the  full 
rate  be  paid  either  in  money  or  in  money's 
worth,  the  parties  cannot  be  guilty  of  re- 
bating. Of  course,  the  money's  worth  part 
of  the  payment  might  itself  be  used  as  a 
device  whereby  the  property  would  be  car- 
ried in  interstate  commerce  at  less  than 
the  published  rate;  but  in  this  case  the 
presumption  must  be  indulged  that  the 
wheelage  charge  of  $1  a  car  measured  the 
true  rental  value  of  the  S.  &  S.  tracks. 
■  The  foregoing  considerations  compel  UB 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  judgment  cannot 
be  sustained  except  by  holding  that  the  con- 
tract between  S.  A  S.  Co.  and  the  Alton  was 
illegal  and  void. 

The  use  that  the  contract  provided  for 
was  the  use  that  was  made  in  hauling  S. 
i  S.  freight  from  inside  of  the  S.  ft  S. 
plant  out  to  the  S.  ft  S.  property  line,  so 
that  there  it  might  be  put  on  the  belt  line's 
track,  which  in  these  through  routings  is 
to  be  taken  as  a  part  of  the  Alton  system. 
Plaintiffs  in  error  defend  the  arrangement 
on  the  ground  that  an  interstate  common 
carrier  has  the  right  to  pay  a  shipper  a 
just  allowance  for  the  use  of  any  instru- 
mentality furnished  to  the  carrier  by  the 
shipper  in  connection  with  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  shipper's  property.  And  atten- 
tion is  called  to  the  closing  paragraph  of 
§  4  of  the  recent  Hepburn  act  (act  June  29, 
1906,  34  Stat,  at  L.  590,  chap.  3591,  U. 
8.  Comp.  Stat.  Supp.  1907,  p.  901)  as  be- 
ing declaratory  of  the  law  as  it  stood  when 
the  contract  now  in  question  was  made: 
"If  the  owner  of  property  transported  un- 
der this  act  directly  or  indirectly  renders 
any  service  connected  with  such  transporta- 
tion Of  furnishes  any  instrumentality  used 
therein,  the  charge  and  allowance  therefor 
shall  be  no  more  than  is  just  and  reason- 
able." 

It  never  has  been  unlawful  for  a  railroad 
to  lease  cars  from  a  shipper,  like  the  Ar- 
mour Company,  any  more  than  from  a  build- 
er of  cars,  like  the  Pullman  Company.  But 
if  cars  are  leased  from  a  shipper,  not  only 
the  Hepburn  act,  but  also  the  Cullom  and 
the  Elkins  acts,  as  we  regard  them,  pro- 
hibit the  extension  of  favors  to  the  shipper 
in  the  way  of  freight  rates  under  cover  of 
the  lease.  So,  if  a  railroad  in  discharging 
its  undertakings  as  an  interstate  common 
carrier  may  lease  tracks  from  another  rail- 
road, we  perceive  no  valid  reason  for  de- 
nying a  railroad  the  right  to  lease  tracks 
from  a  shipper  for  a  like  purpose,  provided 
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the  rental  is  fair,  and  does  not  include,  by 
being  excessive,  a  concession  from  the  es- 
tablished transportation  rates.  The  trouble 
in  this  case,  however,  comes  from  the  fact 
that  the  Alton  did  not  take  a  lease  of  the 
S.  &  S.  tracks  for  the  purpose  of  dischar- 
ging its  undertakings  as  an  interstate  com- 
mon carrier.  It  had  undertaken  to  carry 
for  all  the  shipping  public  a  car  load  of 
meats  from  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  to  New 
York  for  $20,  say.  For  that  purpose  it 
controlled,  by  means  of  its  connections,  a 
public  highway.  The  S.  &  S.  tracks  were 
not  a  part  of  that  highway.  They  were  not 
used  by  the  Alton  in  serving  the  shipping 
public  generally.  Their  only  use  was  i^ 
getting  a  particular  shipper's  freight  from 
his  own  property  out  to  the  public  highway. 
Suppose  that  the  S.  &  S.  Co.,  instead  of 
ties  and  rails,  bad  put  down  a  paved  road- 
way on  its  land,  and  that  the  Alton,  in 
addition  to  the  $20  worth  of  transportation 
it  was  giving  to  other  shippers,  furnished 
horses  and  wagons  to  haul  the  meats  from 
the  packing  rooms  to  the  belt  line,  would  it 
be  contended  that  the  Alton  could  lawfully 
still  further  pay  the  S.  &,  8.  Co.  for  the  use 
of  the  pavement  ?  Or  suppose  that  the  S.  &, 
S.  plant  was  all  under  one  roof,  and  that 
the  trolleys  which  convey  carcasses  and  cuts 
of  meat  from  one  department  to  another 
were  so  arranged  that  the  finished  produce 
arrived  at  the  property  line  adjoining  the 
belt  tracks,  could  the  Alton  properly  make 
an  allowance  for  the  use  of  the  trolleys  aa 
instrumentalities  furnished  by  the  shipper 
in  the  transportation  of  property  in  inter- 
state commerce!  In  our  judgment,  the  jury 
were  warranted  in  finding  that  the  tracks 
in  question  were  plant  facilities,  as  clearly 
as  the  supposititious  pavement  and  trolleys 
would  be  plant  facilities,  and  not  instru- 
mentalities for  the  Alton's  use  in  dischar- 
ging its  duties  to  the  public.  Wherever  the 
Alton  needed  tracks  for  that  purpose,  it 
could  acquire  the  land  by  exercising  the 
sovereign  power  of  eminent  domain  Vhich 
had  been  conferred  upon  it  by  the  people. 
But  manifestly  the  Alton  could  not  con- 
demn the  S.  &  S.  tracks  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  hauling  the  S.  &,  S.  Co.'s  product  from  its 
warehouse  to  the  Alton's  public  highway, 
because  that  would  be  a  private  purpose. 
Whatever  property  the  Alton  could  con- 
demn it  could  acquire  by  deed  or  lease,  but 
by  taking  a  lease  it  could  not  change  a 
private  purpose  or  use  into  a  public  one. 
The  lease  of  these  plant  facilities  was  there- 
fore a  device  whereby  the  property  of  the 
S.  &  8.  Co.  was  transported  at  $19  a  car, 
while  other  shippers  were  paying  $20. 

This  case  is  ruled  in  principle,  we  believe, 
by  the  decision  in  Wight  v.  United  States, 
167  U.  S.  512,  42  h.  ed.  258,  17  Sup.  Ct. 
26  L.R.A.(K.S.) 


Rep.  822,  that  an  arrangement  whereby  a 
particular  shipper  was  allowed  to  offset 
against  his  freight  bills  the  true  value  of 
the  use  of  his  teams  in  hauling  the  property 
from  the  railroad  to  his  warehouse  was  a 
discrimination  against  other  shippers  of  the 
same  class  of  property  in  the  same  city 
who  were  compelled  to  pay  the  freight  in 
full.  It  is  contended  that  the  citation  is 
inapplicable  because  the  question  there  was 
of  discrimination  and  here  of  rebate.  Un- 
der the  Cullom  act  (act  Feb.  4,  1887,  chap. 
304,  24  Stat,  at  L.  379  [U.  S.  Comp.  Stat 
1901,  p.  3154]),  the  standard  of  comparison 
was  the  treatment  of  other  shippers.  It 
was  necessary  to  prove  not  only  that  th« 
favored  shipper  really  paid  less  than  the 
published  rate,  but  also  that  other  shippers 
paid  the  full  rate  or  a  greater  rate  than 
that  of  the  favored  shipper.  Under  the  El- 
kins  act  the  standard  of  comparison  is  the 
published  rate.  It  is  only  necessary  to 
prove  that  the  favored  shipper  has  had  his 
property  transported  at  a  less  rate  than 
that  published  and  filed.  Both  acts  were 
aimed  to  kill  favoritism,  and  the  favoritism 
in  the  Wight  Case  was  of  the  same  kind 
and  effect  as  in  this.  The  big  manufactur- 
er or  dealer  has  all  the  advantage  over  his 
small  competitor  that  he  is  legally  or  mor- 
ally entitled  to  in  his  savings  of  labor  cost 
and  in  buying  his  materials  at  greater  dis- 
counts. The  application  of  the  maxims  of 
merchandising  to  railroading  was  always 
counter  to  the  common-law  pact  between 
the  railroads  and  the  people.  But  it  was 
not  until  the  government  as  parens  patria 
was  authorized  to  represent  the  scuttered 
and  unorganized  sufferers  from  favoritism 
that  any  hope  appeared  of  taking  the  rail- 
road business  out  of  the  realm  of  private 
barter. 

We  exclude  from  the  case,  as  not  being 
within  the  issues,  any  question  of  the  right 
of  a  railroad  to  render  greater  service  or 
to  furnish  more  facilities  for  one  shipper 
than  another  for  the  same  published  charge. 
The  issue  here  is  the  right  to  furnish  the 
same  or  more  at  a  less  price. 

Grosscup,  Circuit  Judge,  concurring: 
I  cannot  bring  myself  to  the  conclusion 
that  until  the  cars  loaded  with  the  products 
of  the  S.  &  S.  Co.  actually  reached  the  rails 
of  the  terminal  railroad  company,  such 
products  were  not  already  in  course  of  in- 
terstate transportation, — that  until  the  rails 
of  the  terminal  company  were  reached, 
neither  the  shipper  nor  carrier  were  sub- 
ject to  the  obligations,  or  entitled  to  the 
rights,  that  shippers  and  carriers  are  sub- 
ject to,  and  acquire,  only  when  the  things 
to  be  shipped  have  reached  the  stage  of 
being  actually  in  course  of  interstate  trans- 
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portation.  My  personal  view  ia  that  the 
moment  the  products  of  the  S.  &  S.  Co. 
passed  out  of  its  hands  into  the  cars  of  the 
terminal  company  for  transportation, 
whether  the  cars  thus  receiving  such  prod- 
ucts were  at  the  time  on  the  rails  belong- 
ing to  the  S.  &  8.  Co.,  or  on  the  rails  be- 
longing to  the  railroad  company,  the  in- 
terstate transportation  of  those  products 
has  already  commenced;  and  that  the  pub- 
lished rate  is  a  rate  for  the  whole  of  that 
transportation,  from  the  moment  it  thus  be- 
gins to  the  moment  the  goods  reach  their 
destination;  from  which  it  follows,  it  seems 
to  me,  that  as  against  the  8.  &  S.  Co.,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  railroad 
company  receives  the  goods  at  the  S.  &  S. 
Co.'s  warehouses,  and  on  its  rails  (no  addi- 
tional terminal  charges  having  been  fixed), 
the  railroad  company  could  not  lawfully 
exact  more  than  the  regular  published  rates ; 
while  in  the  performance  of  its  obligations 
to  other  shippers,  under  the  interstate  com- 
merce law,  it  could  not  lawfully  accept  less. 
In  other  words,  under  the  facts  presented, 
the  published  rate  is  not  affected  by  the 
fact  that  the  cars  were  loaded  at  the  8.  & 
8.  Co.'a  warehouses,  and  not  on  the  com- 
pany's rails;  such  place  of  loading  being, 
along  with  the  railroad  company's  freight 
stations,  "Kansas  City"  within  the  meaning 
of  the  published  rates. 

Now  I  am  inclined  sti-ongly  to  the  judg- 
ment that,  through  contract  with  the  par- 
ties interested,  the  railroad  company  could, 
at  its  own  expense,  lawfully  have  laid  its 
own  rails  up  to  and  along  side  of  the  S.  & 
8.  Co.'s  warehouses,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  title  to  the  land  under  the  rails 
should  remain  in  the  S.  &  S.  Co.;  or  could 
have  leased  the  rails  laid  by  the  S.  &  8.  Co. 
of  that  company;  provided  always  that  the 
transaction  was  not  a  subterfuge  to  cover 
up  discriminations.  But  an  arrangement 
of  that  kind  between  the  two  companies 
cannot,  in  my  judgment,  for  reasons  of 
public  policy  that  the  interstate  commerce 
act  was  intended  to  carry  out,  be  lawfully 
based  on  division  of  rates,  or  in  any  other 
way  be  connected  with,  or  affect,  the  rate- 
making  function  of  the  railroad  company; 
for  to  secure  equality  among  shippers,  the 
law  commands  not  only  that  the  rates  shall 
be  equal,  but  that  they  shall  be  fixed  and 
certain, — subject  to  no  addition  or  diminu- 
tion against,  or  in  favor  of,  anyone, — so 
fixed  and  certain  that  any  shipper  can,  with 
his  head  and  pencil,  figure  out  from  the 
tariff  sheets  just  what  the  rate  is,  both 
for  himself  and  for'  his  competitors ;  from 
which  it  follows  that,  while  the  railroad 
company,  through  its  appropriate  depart- 
ment, might  lawfully,  perhaps,  have  leased 
these  rails  of  the  S.  ft  S.  Co.,  paying  there- 
26  L3.A.(N.S.) 


for  a  reasonable  rental,  it  could  not  law- 
fully for  the  reasons  of  public  policy  named, 
through  its  tariff  department,  and  on  the 
basis  of  a  division  of  rates  (the  whole 
arrangement  secret  so  far  as  the  published 
tariff  sheets  were  concerned),  have  made 
the  arrangement  that  was  offered  as  a  de- 
fense to  the  offense  prosecuted. 

A  petition  for  rehearing  having  been  filed, 
the  following  Per  Curiam  response  was 
handed  down  October  9,  1907: 

The  burden  of  the  argument  in  support  of 
the  petition  is  that  the  opinion  of  the  court 
promulgates  the  doctrine  that  it  is  unlaw- 
ful "for  a  railroad  company  to  acquire,  by 
lease  or  purchase  or  other  contract,  the 
ownership  or  the  right  to  use  a  track  lead- 
ing from  its  right  of  way  to  an  industrial 
plant."  The  facts  of  the  case  do  not  re- 
quire the  aflirmance  of  such  a  proposition; 
and  we  disclaim  the  inference  which  counsel 
draw  from  the  language  of  the  opinion.  We 
do  not  elaborate,  because  we  believe  that 
counsel,  on  reading  the  opinion  anew,  will 
have  no  difBculty  in  understanding  that 
our  judgment  of  the  character  of  the  Al- 
ton's dominion  over  the  S.  &  S.  tracks  was 
founded  on  our  view  that  the  evidence  war- 
ranted the  jury  in  finding  that  "the  tracks 
were  S.  &  S.  plant  facilities,  and  not  in- 
strumentalities for  the  Alton's  use  in  dis- 
charging its  duties  to  the  public." 

The  petition  is  overruled. 

Affirmed  by  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  by  a  divided  court,  January  4,  1909, 
212  U.  S.  563,  63  L.  ed.  653,  29  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  689. 


KENTUCKT  COURT  OF  APPEALS. 

LOUISVILLE   &   ATLANTIC   RAILROAD 
COMPANY,  Appt., 

V. 

niRAM  BLOW  ft  COMPANY. 

(—  Ky.  — ,  124  8.  W.  391.) 

Carrier  —  nnlawfal  delivery  —  payment 
by  receiver  —  credit  to  carrier. 
A  carrier  which  delivers  a  portion  of  a 
consignment  to  one  not  entitled  to  receive  it 
is  not,  in  an  action  against  it  for  damages 
resulting  from  its  conversion,  entitled  to 
credit  for  the  amount  which  had  been  col- 
lected from  the  bankrupt  estate  of  the  one 


Note.  —  A  search  discloses  no  other  cases 
passing  on  the  right  of  one  who  has  con- 
verted property  to  be  credited  with  the 
amount  which  the  owner  has  collected  on 
account  of  the  property  from  a  third  per- 
son who  was  not  in  fact  liable. 

The   case   of   Clarke-Lawrence   r.   Chesa> 
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receiving  the  property,  as  a  dividend,  upou 
the  value  of  the  portion  not  so  delivered, 
under  the  mistaken  belief  that  the  whole 
consignment  was  delivered  to  him,  although 
such  undelivered  portion  was  subsequently 
found  and  delivered  to  the  proper  consignee. 

(January  27,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Madison  Coun- 
ty in  plaintiffs'  favor  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  the  value  of  certain  goods  al- 
leged wrongfully  to  have  been  delivered  by 
defendant  in  whose  possession  they  were  for 
transportation.     Aflirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Wallace  &  Harris,  Bcnjaniiii 
D.  Warfleld,  and  J.  Tcvls  Cobb  for  ap- 
pellant. 

Messrs.  A.  R.  Barnam  &  Son  and  Bod- 
ley  ft  Baskin  for  appellees. 

Barker,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  appellees,  Hiram  Blow  &  Company, 
were  the  owners  of,  and  had  consigned  to 
them  at  Richmond,  Kentucky,  three  car 
loads  of  whisky  barrel  staves  of  the  value 
of  $1,495.63.  These  cars  were  hauled  to 
Richmond  by  the  appellant,  the  Louisville 
&  Atlantic  Railroad  Company,  and  two  of 
them  were  wrongfully  delivered  to  the  Hume 
Cooperage  Company,  of  Richmond.  The 
third  car  was  held  by  appellant,  and,  for 
some  reason  unexplained  in  the  record,  was 
not  received  by  Hiram  Blow  &  Company  un- 
til some  time  after  the  conversion  of  the 
other  tw;o  cars.  Shortly  after  receiving  the 
two  cars  of  staves  above  referred  to,  the 
Hume  Cooperage  Company  became  insolv- 
ent and  went  into  bankruptcy.  The  ap- 
pellees, Hiram  Blow  &  Company  thereupon 
proved  a  claim  against  the.  bankrupt  for 
the  sum  of  $1,495.63,  being  the  full  value 
of  all  three  cars  of  staves,  although  only 
two  had  been  delivered  to  and  received  by; 
the  bankrupt.  Presumably  this  was  done 
because  Hiram  Blow  &  Company  thought 
at  the  time  that  all  of  the  cars  had  been 
delivered  to  the  Hume  Cooperage  Company. 
The  estate  of  the  bankrupt  corporation  paid 
73}  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  of  claims 
proved,  and  Hiram  Blow  &  Company  there- 
fore received  73}  per  cent  on  the  total 
value  of  the  three  cars,  when,  as  a  matter 


of  fact,  they  were  entitled  to  only  73}  per 
cent  of  the  aggregate  value  of  two  cars. 

Afterwards  the  appellees  instituted  this 
action  against  the  Louisville  &.  Atlantic 
Railroad  Company  for  the  value  of  the  two 
cars  of  staves  which  it  had  wrongfully  de- 
livered to  the  Hume  Cooperage  Company, 
crediting  the  account  by  the  amount  re- 
ceived from  the  bankrupt  estate  aa  their 
pro  rata  on  the  two  cars  wrongfully  deliv- 
ered as  aforesaid.  The  appellant  admits 
its  liability  for  the  wrongful  delivery  of 
the  two  cars  of  staves,  but  insists  that  the 
account  should  be  credited  by  the  full 
amount  which  appellees  received  from  the 
bankrupt  estate;  and  this  is  the  real  ques- 
tion arising  upon  the  record.  For  appellees, 
it  is  insisted  that  the  dividend  paid  by  the 
assignee  in  bankruptcy  on  the  car  which  was 
not  delivered  to  the  bankrupt,  and  for  which 
the  bankrupt  was  not  at  all  liable,  was 
money  paid  to  them  by  mistake,  in  which 
the  railroad  corporation  has  no  interest; 
that  all  the  railroad  corporation  is  en- 
titled to  receive  credit  for  is  the  pro  rata 
paid  them  on  th«  two  cars  which  it  wrong- 
fully delivered  to  the  Hume  Cooperage  Com- 
pany. The  circuit  judge  accepted  the  view 
of  appellees,  and  allowed  appellant  credit 
by  the  dividend  received  on  the  value  of  the 
two  cars  which  had  been  wrongfully  deliv- 
ered, and  gave  a  judgment  against  appel- 
lant for  the  difference  between  that  sum  and 
the  value  of  the  two  cars  wrongfully  de- 
livered. 

It  seems  to  us  that  this  judgment  is  cor- 
rect. The  matter  in  dispute  between  the 
railroad  and  Hiram  Blow  ft  Company  was 
the  wrongful  delivery  of  the  two  cars  re- 
ceived by  the  bankrupt.  Whether  the  ap- 
pellees put  in  a  claim  for  a  third  car,  or 
for  five  other  cars,  which  the  bankrupt  had 
not  received,  was  entirely  immaterial  to  the 
railroad  company.  The  fact  that  Hiram 
Blow  £  Company,  either  by  mistake  or 
fraud,  received  from  the  bankrupt's  estate 
more  money  than  they  were  entitled  to, 
does  not  concern  the  appellant.  It  may  be 
that  by  proper  proceedings  Hiram  Blow  & 
Company  can  yet  be  made  to  pay  back  to 
the  bankrupt's  estate,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
other  creditors,  the  money  they  wrongfully 
obtained.  If  this  were  done,  where  would 
be  the  right  of  appellant  to  a  credit  for  this 
money?     Suppose,  for  example,  we  should 


pcake  &  0.  R.  Co.  63  W.  Vn.  423,  61  S.  E. 
364,  bears  somewhat  upon  the  question  un- 
der consideration.  It  was  held  in  this  case 
that  the  con8ip;nee  of  goods  which  had  been 
wrongfully  delivered  by  a  carrier  to  a  third 
person  was  under  no  duty  to  accept  a  prof- 
itable compromise  offer  made  by  such  third 
person,  and  that  his  rejection  of  the  offer 
did  not  bar  an  action  against  the  carrier 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


apparently  for  breach  of  contract,  nor  miti- 
gate the  damages. 

Other  analogous  cases  will  be  found  in 
the  note  to  Nashville,  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  t. 
Miller,  67  L.R.A.  87,  oh  mitigation  of  dam- 
ages for  personal  injuries  by  fact  that  in- 
jured person  has  received,  from  some  source 
other  than  the  wrongdoer,  money  because  of 
tne  injury. 
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accept  the  view  of  appellant,  and  credit  its 
claim  by  the  money  wrongfully  Teceived 
by  Hiram  Blow  &  Company,  and  afterwards 
the  latter  were  required  to  pay  it  back  to 
the  bankrupt's  estate,  as  perhaps  might 
rightfully  be  done,  then,  clearly,  Hiram 
Blow  &  Company  would  lose,  on  an  ad- 
mittedly just  claim  against  the  railroad  cor- 
poration, the  sum  bo  paid  back  by  them  to 
the  bankrupt's  estate.  It  seems  to  us  clear 
that  the  fact  that  Hiram  Blow  &  Company 
received  money  they  were  not  entitled  to 
does  not  concern  the  appellant.  The  latter 
wrongfully  delivered  two  car  loads  of  staves 
belonging  to  appellees  to  the  Hume  Cooper- 
age Company.  For  the  value  of  these  staves 
it  admits  it  is  liable.  Rightfully  Hiram 
Blow  &  Company  could  only  have  proved 
up  a  claim  against  the  bankrupt's  estate 
for  the  two  cars  which  were  actually  de- 
livered. The  dividend  they  received  on  these 
two  cars  was  justly  credited  on  their  claim 
against  the  railroad  for  the  wrongful  de- 
livery, and,  when  the  railroad  received  this 
credit,  it  received  all  to  which  it  was  en- 
titled. In  any  other  sums  Hiram  Blow  & 
Company  may  have  wrongfully  received 
from  the  bankrupt's  estate,  the  railroad 
company  has  no  interest.  The  legal  rights 
of  the  parties  to  this  litigation  must  be 
settled  according  to  the  facts  involved  in 
the  actual  transaction  which  took  place; 
extraneous  facts  or  circumstances  cannot  be 
introduced  into  the  case  to  aid  either  party. 
The  wrongful  act  of  Hiram  Blow  &  Com- 
pany in  proving  up  a  false  claim  for  a 
third  car  has  no  legitimate  connection  with 
this  case;  that  fact  is  no  more  connected 
with  the  real  issue  here  than  if  Hiram 
Blow  &  Company  had  stolen  a  sum  of  money 
from  the  bankrupt's  estate,  pending  the  liti 
gation;  and  the  railroad  corporation  has  no 
more  right  to  have  the  amount  of  money 
which  Hiram  Blow  &  Company  wrongfully 
obtained  from  the  bankrupt's  estate,  either 
by  fraud  or  mistake,  credited  upon  the  right- 
ful claim  against  it,  than  it  would  have  had 
to  have  credited  money  stolen  by  that  com- 
pany from  the  bankrupt's  estate.  In  each 
case  Hiram  Blow  &.  Company  would  be  liable 
to  the  bankrupt's  estate  for  the  amount  so 
wrongfully  obtained,  and,  this  being  true, 
the  railroad  corporation  cannot  have  a 
lawful  right  to  be  credited  by  the  sums  ob- 
tained. Two  different  persons  cannot  have 
a  separate  legal  right  to  the  same  thing  at 
the  same  time.  If  the  bankrupt's  estate  has 
had  a  right  all  the  time  since  the  wrong  of 
Hiram  Blow  &,  Company,  to  recover  back 
this  money,  then  it  cannot  be  true  that  the 
railroad  corporation  was  also  entitled  to  it; 
in  other  words,  the  railroad  corporation  is 
entitled  only  to  be  credited  by  such  sums  as 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Hiram  Blow  &  Company  received,  and  had 
a  legitimate  title  to. 

The  two  cases  cited  by  appellant  to  sup- 
port its  contention  are  not  apposite  to  the 
question  we  have  here,  and,  when  properly 
analyzed  and  understood,  they  are  rather 
against  than  for  the  principle  insisted  up- 
on by  it.  In  Jellett  v.  St.  Paul,  M.  &  M.  R. 
Co.  30  Minn.  265,  15  N.  W.  237,  the  plaintiff 
sued  the  railroad  corporation  for  the  value 
of  a  car  load  of  corn  which  it  had  wrong- 
fully delivered  to  one  Webb.  The  defendant 
railroad  corporation,  in  its  answer,  alleged 
that,  after  the  wrongful  conversion  of  the 
car  load  of  corn  by  Webb,  he  (Webb)  had 
paid  the  owner,  Jellett,  the  full  value  of  the 
corn  wrongfully  converted  by  him.  This  al- 
legation was  stricken  out  of  the  answer  by 
the  trial  court.  The  judgment  was  reversed 
by  the  supreme  court  of  Minnesota  for  this 
error.  Clearly  that  case  does  not  support 
the  contention  of  appellant  here.  All  that 
it  holds  is  that  the  railroad  corporation, 
when  sued  for  the  wrongful  delivery  of  the 
corn,  was  entitled  to  show  that  the  person 
to  -whom  the  corn  was  delivered  had  paid 
tp  the  owner  its  full  value.  Of  course,  the 
owner  could  not  recover  the  full  value  of 
the  corn  first  from  the  party  to  whom  the 
railroad  wrongfully  delivered  it,  and  then 
from  the  railroad  in  addition.  The  case 
cited  is  authority  only  for  the  railroad's 
right  to  be  credited  by  the  amount  Hiram 
Blow  &  Company  received  from  the  bank- 
rupt's estate  for  the  two  cars  of  staves.  It 
the  bankrupt's  estate  had  paid  all  claims 
against  it  in  full,  then  where  would  have 
been  the  interest  of  the  railroad  corpora- 
tion in  the  amount  wrongfully  paid  to 
Hiram  Blow  t  Company  on  the  third  carT 
In  Stearns  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.  148  Mich. 
271,  111  N.  W.  769,  a  railroad  corporation 
had  wrongfully  delivered  a  car  of  lumber 
to  Scranton  &  Company.  The  owners  of  the 
car  of  lumber,  Andrews  &  Stearns,  sued  the 
railroad  on  an  unpaid  balance  due  them  for 
the  lumber.  The  railroad  offered  to  show 
that  the  lumber  was  of  such  poor  quality 
that  it  was  not  worth  the  amount  sued  for. 
The  car  wrongfully  delivered  was  one  of 
four  cars,  and  the  railroad  offered  to  prove 
that  Andrews  &  Steams  had  been  paid  by 
Scrantom  &  Company  in  full  for  the  lumber, 
and  there  was,  therefore,  no  balance  due 
them.  The  trial  court  excluded  this  testi- 
mony; but  the  supreme  court  of  Michigan 
reversed  the  judgment  and  held,  very  cor- 
rectly we  think,  that  Andrews  &  Stearns 
could  only  recover  the  value  of  their  inter- 
est in  the  car  wrongfully  converted,  and,  if 
they  had  been  paid  all  that  was  coming  to 
them  before  the  conversion,  they  had  no 
cause  of  action  against  the  railroad.    This 


Digitized  by 


Google 


568 


KENTUCKY   COURT   OF   APPEALS. 


Nov, 


case  in  principle  is  the  same  as  the  other 
case  cited.  In  both,  it  was  held  that,  where 
a  railroad  wrongfully  delivers  merchandise, 
the  owner  of  the  property  can  collect  its 
full  value  once.  If  he  collects  the  whole 
value  from  the  party  to  whom  the  railroad 
wrongfully  delivered  it,  then  he  cannot  al- 
so recover  the  whole  value  from  the  carrier. 
If  he  collects  only  a  part  from  the  person 
to  whom  the  property  was  wrongfully  de- 
livered, he  has  a  cause  of  action  against 
the  caiYier  for  the  unpaid  balance,  but  no 
more. 
Judgment  affirmed. 


WEST   VIRGINIA    SUPREMX:   COtTRT 
OF  APPEALS. 

WILLIAM  G.  PLANT 

V. 

ENOCH  HUMPHRIES  et  al. 

(—  W.  Va.  — ,  66  S.  E.  94.) 

Judgment  —  conclusiveness  —  record  — 
Jurisdiction. 

1.  If  the  record  of  a  cause  shows  that  the 
court  had  jurisdiction,  it  is  conclusively 
presumed  to  speak  the  truth  in  that  partic- 
ular, and  the  judgment,  unless  successfully 
assailed  for  fraud  or  collusion,  is  binding 
until  reversed  upon  appeal  or  such  direct 
rehearing  as  may  be  warranted  by  law. 
Infant  —  property  —  sale  —  guardian 

^Jurisdiction. 

2.  In  a  suit  to  sell  the  coal  of  an  infant, 

Headnotes  by  Robinson,  J. 


the  representation  of  the  infant  by  a 
guardian  ad  lilem,  who,  it  is  afterwards 
disclosed,  was  interested  in  the  sale  and 
purchase  of  the  coal,  does  not  render  the  de- 
cree void  for  want  of  jurisdiction. 
Same  —  location  —  certainty  ot  descrip- 
tion. 

3.  A  decree  for  the  sale  of  an  infant's 
coal,  which  sufficiently  locates  and  desig- 
nates the  tract  as  a  whole,  but  is  not 
specific  in  defining  the  location  of  reserva- 
tions of  small  parcels  of  coal  therein,  is  not 
void  for  uncertninty. 

Same  —  fraud  —  vacation. 

4.  Fraud  in  the  procurement  of  a  decree 
may  be  attacked  at  any  time,  if  there  has 
been  diligence  in  discovering  it  and  prompt- 
ness in  proceeding  to  attack  it,  notwith- 
standing the  expiration  of  a  day  to  show 
cause  against  the  decree. 

Same  —  validity. 

5.  The  interest  of  a  guardian  ad  litem  in 
the  purchase  of  the  infant's  coal,  sold  in  the 
proceeding  or  suit  in  which  the  infant  was 
represented  by  that  guardian  ad  litem,  will 
render  the  sale  voidable. 

Same  —  equity  —  laches. 

6.  Where  one  has  means  of  knowing  or 
ascertaining  his  rights,  where  he  is  put  on 
inquiry,  where  ordinary  prudence  should  im- 
pel him  to  inquire,  he  must  do  so,  or  else 
time  runs  against  him  in  the  assertion  of 
those  rights. 

Same  ^g^orance  of  rights  —  effect. 

7.  One  who  would  repel  the  imputation  of 
laches  by  showing  ignorance  of  his  rights 
must  be  without  fault  in  remaining  in  ig- 
iiorance  of  those  rights.  Indolent  ignorance 
and  indifference  will  no  more  avail  to  pre- 
vent the  bar  of  laches  than  will  voluntary 
ignorance.     Equity  aids  only  the  vigilant. 


tfotc.  —  Effect  of  fact  that  guardian  ad 
litem,,  appointed  in  proceedings  for 
the  sale  of  infant's  land,  was  inter- 
ested in  the  purchase. 

As  to  the  effect  of  a  purchase  by  the 
guardian  ad  litem  of  an  infant  of  the 
property  sold  in  a  proceeding  for  which  he 
was  appointed,  it  was  held  in  Mitchell  v. 
Berry,  1  Met.  (Ky.)  602,  that  such  a  pur- 
chase in  good  faith  under  a  decree  ren- 
dered after  the  infant  had  reached  his 
majority  was  valid. 

In  Marsh  v.  Marsh,  6  Ohio  Dec.  Reprint, 
200,  it  was  held  that  a  guardian  ad  lilem, 
if  he  has  faithfully  presented  to  the  court 
all  of  the  facts  making  for  the  interest  of 
the  infant  and  been  diligent  in  ascertaining 
and  presenting  such  rights,  may  in  good 
faith,  for  a  full  consideration,  purchase  the 
property  of  the  infant. 

In  Spencer  v.  Millikcn,  4  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
856,  it  was  held  that  the  purchase  by  a 
guardian  ad  litem  was  valid,  there  being 
a  trustee  for  the  infant,  who  answered  and 
took  charge  of  the  infant's  defense. 

In  Lefevre  v.  Laraway,  22  Barb.  107,  a 
purchase  bv  the  guardian  lui  litem  of  in- 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


fant  parties  to  a  partition  suit,  which  was 
not  for  the  benefit  of  the  infants,  was  set 
aside  and  a  resale  ordered. 

In  O'Donoghue  v.  Boies,  169  N.  Y.  87, 
63  N.  E.  537,  affirming  92  Hun,  3,  37 
N.  Y.  Supp.  961,  under  a  statute  pro- 
viding that  no  guardian  of  an  infant  par- 
ty in  a  partition  suit  should  purchase  or 
be  interested  in  the  purchase  of  any  lands 
being  the  subject  of  such  suit,  except  for 
or  in  behalf  of  the  infant,  and  that  all 
sales  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  should  be  void,  it  was  held  that 
the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  person  claim- 
ing under  a  purchase  by  a  guardian  ad 
litem  to  show  that  the  purchase  was  for 
the  benefit  of  the  infant. 

The  executor  or  administrator  of  an  es- 
tate should  not  be  appointed  as  guardian 
ad  litem  for  infant  devisees.  Thus,  in  El- 
rode  v.  Lancaster,  2  Head,  671,  75  Am.  Dec. 
749,  such  an  appointment  was  held  to  be 
improper. 

In  Sharp  ▼.  Findley,  69  Ga.  729,  In  over- 
ruling an  exception  to  an  order  by  the 
lower  court  in  granting  a  new  trial,  the 
court  said  that  the  appointment  ot  an 
administrator  of  the  estate  as  guardian  ad 
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Mines  ^  possession  of  surface  —  under- 
lying coal  —  severed  title  ^  effect. 

8.  The  possession  of  the  surface  land  does 
not  carry  with  it  possession  of  the  coal 
under  that  surface,  where  the  estate  in  the 
coal  has  been  severed  as  to  title. 
Pleading  —  owner  of  surface  ^  posses- 
sion of  unmlned  coal  —  severed  title 
—  requirements. 

9.  For  the  surface  owner  to  aver  properly 
possession  of  coal  severed  in  title  from  the 
land,  he  must  state  that  he  has  had  actual 

Shyaical  possession  of  the  coal,  apart  from 
is  possession  of  the  surface,  as  by  operating 
mines. 

liimltation    of    action   —   Inception    — 
fraud. 

10.  When  the  statute  of  limitations  is  ap- 
plicable to  a  cause  of  action  arising  out  of 
fraud,  it  runs  from  the  perpetration  of  the 
fraud,  unless  there  has  been  fraudulent  con- 
cealment of  the  cause  of  action. 


Equity  —  possession  of  realty  —  effect 
on  laches. 

11.  Laches  does  not  run  against  one  as- 
serting rights  to  real  estate  which  he  has 
had  in  possession  during  the  delay  in  as- 
serting those  rights. 

(November  2,  1909.) 

CROSS  APPEALS  from  a  decree  of  the 
Circuit  Court  for  Harrison  County  dis- 
missing a  bill  flled  to  annul  a  decree  of  sale 
and  the  conflrmation  thereof  of  coal  under- 
lying complainant's  land  except  as  one  to 
reform  the  deed  wherein  it  was  variant' 
from  such  decree;  the  complainant  appeal- 
ing from  so  much  of  the  decree  as  dismissed 
the  bill  in  part;  and  defendants  appealing 
from  so  much  as  decreed  reformation  of  the 
deed.    Affirmed.  . 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion.  ' 


litem  of  minor  legatees  or  devisees  was 
doubtless  improper,  but  did  not  decide 
whether  or  not  it"  was  void. 

In  Koch  v.  Le  Froia,  61  Hun,  205,  15  N. 
Y.  Supp.  928,  where  a  general  guardian  had 
been  appointed  as  guardian  ad  litem  in  pro- 
ceedings to  sell  the  infant's  interest  in  land, 
und  he  connived  with  another  to  prevent  a 
fair  sale,  and  they  corruptly  shared  the 
profits,  it  was  held  that  the  infant  might 
maintain  an  action  against  the  guardian 
personally. 

In  Becker  t.  Sexton,  43  Hun,  593,  where, 
in  a  foreclosure  proceeding  by  the  execu- 
tors, one  of  the  executors  was,  on  his  own 
petition,  appointed  as  guardian  Hd  litem 
lor  an  infant  who  was  a  part  owner  of  the 
property,  it  was  held  that  this  being  in 
violation  of  a  rule  of  court  forbidding  the 
appointment  of  a  guardian  ad  litem  who  has 
an  interest  adverse  to  that  of  the  infant, 
is  more  than  a  mere  irregularity,  and,  if 
not  absolutely  void  so  as  to  render  the 
judgment  assailable  collaterally,  is  so  far 
voidable  as  to  enable  any  party  to  the 
action  or  any  person  interested  therein  to 
ask  that  the  error  be  undone,  and  the  pur- 
chaser at  the  foreclosure  sale  was  relieved 
from  the  purchase. 

And  in  Re  Tillotsons,  2  Edw.  Ch.  113, 
while,  because  of  his  character  and  re- 
sponsibility, one  who  was  a  part  owner  of 
the  property  and  a  creditor  against  the 
infant's  share  was  appointed  guardian  ad 
litem,  it  was  intimated  that  such  a  person 
should  not  apply  for  guardianship  to  sell, 
and  that  the  court  would  be  strict  in  scruti- 
nizing his  acts  and  accounts. 

As  to  the  effect  of  the  appointment  as 
guardian  ad  litem  of  an  infant,  of  one  who 
was  attorney  tor  plaintiff  or  connected  in 
business  with  such  an  attorney,  it  was  held 
in  Sargeant  v.  Rowsey,  89  Mo.  637,  1  S. 
W.  823,  that  such  an  appointment  was  ir- 
regular. 

In  Walters  v.  Hermann,  99  Mo.  529,  2 
S.  W.  890,  it  was  held  that  the  appointment 
26  L.Rjl.(N.S.) 


as  guardian  ad  litem  of  an  infant  defend- 
ant in  a  tax  suit,  of  an  attorney  employed 
by  the  collector,  did  not  render  the  judg- 
ment invalid  where  he  was  not  employed 
by  the  collector  in  that  particular  case, 
and  had  no  interest  to  represent  which  was 
hostile  to  the  infant.  And  to  the  same  ef- 
fect is  Anderson  v.  McClellan  (Or.)  102 
Pac.  1015. 

In  Lake  v.  Kessel,  64  App.  Div.  640,  72 
N.  Y.  Supp.  311,  where  a  statute  forbids 
the  appointment  as  guardian  ad  litem  of 
one  who  is  connected  in  business  with  a 
counsel  or  attorney  of  the  adverse  party, 
one  who  was  at  the  time  of  his  appointment 
in  partition  proceedings  a  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  plaintiff's  attorney  was  an 
improper  person  to  act  as  such  guardian  ad 
litem,  and  his  appointment  was  sufficient 
ground  for  relieving  the  purchaser  at  the 
sale  from  his  purchase. 

But  in  Parish  v.  Parish,  175  N.  Y.  181, 
67  N.  E.  298,  reversing  77  App.  Div.  267, 
78  N.  Y.  Supp.  1089,  where  in  partition 
proceedings  the  court  improperly  appoint- 
ed as  guardian  ad  litem  for  infants  a  per- 
son who  was  connected  in  business  with  the 
attorney  for  the  adverse  party,  it  was  held 
that  the  judgment  could  be  attacked  only 
directly  by  appeal  or  motion  to  set  the 
order  aside,  and  such  appointment  is  not 
ground,  where  the  proceeding  appears  reg- 
ular on  its  face,  for  relieving  tlie  pur- 
chaser from  his  purchase;  the  court  not 
being  deprived  of  its  jurisdiction  nor  its 
judgment  rendered  void  by  the  error  of 
judgment  in  making  the  appointment. 

In  Ralston  v.  Lanee,  8  Iowa,  17,  17  Am. 
Dec.  291,  it  was  held  that  the  mere  fact 
that  a  guardian  ad  litem  was  interested  in 
part  of  the  property  adversely  to  his  ward 
was  not  such  conclusive  evidence  of  fraud 
as  to  authorize  setting  aside  the  decree, 
in  the  absence  of  a  showing  that  he  made 
use  of  his  position  to  work  some  injury  to 
the  interest  of  the  infant.  t 
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Mr.  Edward  A.  Brannon,  with  Mr. 
Edward  G.  Smith,  for  appellant: 

Jurisdiction  over  the  person  of  an  infant 
is  not  obtained  by  service  of  process,  but 
only  by  the  appointment  of  a  proper  guard- 
ian ad  litem  and  his  acceptance  thereof. 

10  Enc.  PL  &  Pr.  p.  698,  note  4;  Alexan- 
der v.  Davis,  42  W.  Va.  465,  26  S.  E.  291; 
Eakin  v.  Hawkins,  52  W.  Va.  126,  43  S.  E. 
211 J  Hull  v.  Hull,  26  W.  Va.  1;  Whitney 
V.  Porter,  23  111.  445;  Bloom  t.  Burdick,  1 
Hill,  130,  37  Am.  Dec.  299;  Foot  v.  Stevens, 
17  Wend.  483;  Hart  v.  Seixaa,  21  Wend. 
40;  Messinger  v.  Kinner,  4  Binn.  97;  Smith 
v.  Rice,  11  Mass.  507;  Proctor  v.  Newhall, 
17  Mass.  81;  Thatcher  T.  Powell,  6  Wheat. 
119,  5  L.  ed.  221;  Rea  v.  M'Eachron,  13 
Wend.  466,  28  Am.  Dec.  471;  Schneider  v. 
McFarland,  2  N.  Y.  459;  Roche  v.  Waters 
(Md.)  18  Atl.  866;  Eatman  y.  Eatman,  82 
Ala.  223,  2  So.  729. 

Service  upon  the  person  designated  bj 
law,  if  his  interest  conflicts  with  the  inter- 
est of  the  defendant,  confers  no  jurisdiction. 

Eakin  v.  Hawkins,  52  W.  Va.  130,  43  S. 
E.  211;  Collins  v.  Smith,  1  Head,  251; 
Lefevre  v.  Laraway,  22  Barb.  167;  Damouth 
V.  Klook,  29  Mich.  290;  Hemmer  v.  Wolfer. 
124  III.  436,  16  N.  E.  652;  St.  Louis  &  S. 
Coal  &  Min.  Co.  v.  Edwards,  103  HI.  472;' 
St.  Louis  &  S.  Coal  &  Min.  Co.  v.  Sandoval 
Coal  &  Min.  Co.  Ill  111.  32;  George  v.  Amer- 
ican Ginning  Co.  46  S.  C.  1,  32  L.R.A.  764, 
57  Am.  St.  Rep.  671,  24  S.  E.  41;  Rehm 
T.  German  Ins.  &  Sav.  Inst.  125  Ind.  135, 

25  N.  E.  173 ;  Bray  v.  Church  of  St.  Brandon, 
39  Minn.  390,  40  N.  W.  518;  Buck  v.  Ash- 
uelot  Mfg.  Co.  4  Allen,  357;  White  House 
Mountain  Gold  Min.  Co.  v.  Powell,  30  Colo. 
397,  70  Pac  679. 

Even  if  jurisdiction  had  been  acquired,  it 
vms  destroyed  by  the  subsequent  appoint- 
ment as  guardian  ad  litem  to  the  infant, 
of  a  person  whose  interest  conflicts  with 
bis  ward's. 

Windsor  v.  McVeigh,  93  U.  S.  274,  23  L. 
ed.  914. 

Want  of  jurisdiction  of  the  person  not 
appearing  on  the  face  of  the  record  may  be 
shown  by  evidence  dehort  the  record,  in 
either  a  direct  or  collateral  proceeding. 

1  Black,  Judgm.  §  170,  p.  195;  Thompson 
V.  Whitman,  18  Wall.  457,  21  L.  ed.  897; 
Fisher  v.  March,  26  Gratt.  765;  Bowler  v. 
Huston,  30  Gratt.  266,  32  Am.  Rep.  673; 
Peck  V.  Chambers,  44  W.  Va.  270,  28  S.  E. 
705;  Alderson,  Judicial  Writs  &  Process, 
§  197;  Pennoyer  v.  Neff,  95  U.  S.  714,  24 
L.  ed.  565;  Freeman,  Judgm.  §  133,  pp.  248, 
249;  Ferguson  v.  Crawford,  70  N.  Y.  253, 

26  Am.  Rep.  589;  Slingluff  v.  Gainer,  49 
W.  Va.  10,  37  S.  E.  771. 

The  sale  of  an  undesignated  or  unlocated 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


part,  or  of  a  certain  number  of  acres,  out 
of  a  larger  parcel,  is  void  for  uncertainty. 

Mathews  v.  Jarrett,  20  W.  Va.  415 :  West- 
fall  V.  Cottrill,  24  W.  Va.  763;  Chapman 
V.  Pittsburg  &  S.  R.  Co.  26  W.  Va.  299; 
Peck  V.  Mallams,  10  N.  Y.  509;  Decry  t. 
Cray,  10  Wall.  270,  19  L.  ed.  889;  Hill  r. 
Mowry,  6  Gray,  551 ;  Boardman  v.  Reed,  6 
Pet.  345,  8  L.  ed.  422;  Blankenship  v.  Spen- 
cer, 31  W.  Va.  510,  7  S.  E.  433;  Furbee  t. 
Furbee,  49  W.  Va.  191,  38  S.  E.  611;  Ens- 
minger  v.  Peterson,  53  W.  Va.  324,  44  S.  E. 
218;  Clemens  v.  Rannells,  34  Mo.  683. 

While  the  relation  continues,  the  fiduciary 
cannot  directly  or  through  another,  a  part- 
ner, purchase  the  trust  property,  either  of 
himself  or  the  beneficiary  or  at  a  public 
trust  or  judicial  sale  or  a  private  judicial 
sale,  and  a  fiduciary  who  violates  this  prin- 
ciple must  return  the  property  or  the  profit. 

Underbill,  Tr.  &  Trustees,  4th  ed.  p.  447, 
Div.  6,  chap.  1,  art.  70;  Miller  v.  Holeombe, 
9  Gratt.  666;  Newcomb  v.  Brooks,  16  W. 
Va.  32;  Reilly  v.  Oglebay,  25  W.  Va.  36; 
Feamster  v.  Feamster,  35  W.  Va.  1,  13  S. 
E.  63;  Story,  Eq.  Jur.  §§  321,  322;  Adams, 
Eq.  160. 

The  relation  of  a  guardian  ad  litem  to 
his  ward  and  his  ward's  property  is  one  of 
trust  and  confidence. 

Andrews  v.  Hall,  15  Ala.  86;  Edsall  v. 
Vandemark,  39  Barb.  689;  Garman  v.  Kauff- 
man,  3  Lane.  L.  Rev.  321;  Sprague  v. 
Beamer,  45  III.  App.  17;  Colgate  v.  Colgate, 
23  N.  J.  Eq.  372;  Yourie  v.  Kelson,  1  Tena. 
Ch.  614;  Pollock  v.  Buie,  43  Miss.  140; 
Hannum'  v.  Wallace,  9  Humph.  129;  Le 
Bourgeoise  v.  McKamara,  10  Mo.  App.  116; 
Lemmon  v.  Herbert,  92  Va.  653,  24  8.  E. 
249;  Baltimore  &  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Fitzpatrick, 
36  Md.  619;  ODonnell  v.  Broad,  2  Pa.  Dist 
R.  84;  Haddock  v.  Planters'  Bank,  66  Ga. 
496;  Burma  v.  Burrus,  56  Miss.  92;  Lefevre 
V.  Laraway,  22  Barb.  176;  Crotty  v.  Eagle, 
36  W.  Va.  143,  13  S.  E.  59;  Isaacs  v.  Boyd, 
6  Port.  (Ala.)  393;  Holker  v.  Parker,  7 
Cranch,  436,  3  L.  ed.  396;  Newcomb  v. 
Brooks,  supra;  Koch  v.  LeFrois,  61  Han, 
205,  15  N.  Y.  Supp.  928;  Banta  v.  Calhoon, 
2  A.  K.  Marsh.  166;  Reed  v.  Reed,  46  Hun. 
212,  13  N.  Y.  Civ.  Proc.  Rep.  109;  Spelman 
V.  Terry,  74  N.  Y.  448;  Collins  v.  Smith, 
1  Head,  261. 

Complainant  is  not  barred  by  laches,  be- 
cause he  is  still  in  possession,  and  the  pur- 
chaser never  took  actual  possession. 

Gillespie  v.  Bailey,  12  W.  Va.  70,  29  Am. 
Rep.  446;  Waldron  v.  Harvey,  64  W.  Va. 
608,  102  Am.  St.  Rep.  959,  46  S.  E.  603; 
State  ▼.  Sponaugle,  46  W.  Va.  41S,  43 
LJIA.  727,  32  S.  E.  283;  Mullins  v.  Shrews- 
bury, 60  W.  Va.  694,  55  S.  E.  736;  Nutter 
V.  brown,  61  W.  Va.  598,  42  S.  E.  661. 
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Mr.  W.  Scott,  for  appellee  Brown: 

The  court  had  jurisdiction  over  the  sub- 
ject-matter, and  under  the  statute,  even  if 
Brown  was  not  a  proper  party  to  be  ap- 
pointed guardian  ad  litem. 

Stewart  v.  Tennant,  62  W.  Va.  568,  44 
8.  E.  223. 

The  irregular  appointment  of  a  guardian 
ad  litem  for  an  infant  defendant  does  not 
render  thp  judgment  void. 

17  Am.  &  £ng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  1071; 
Hansford  v.  Tate,  61  W.  Va.  207,  56  S.  E. 
372;  Ferrell  v.  Ferrell,  53  W.  Va.  519,  44 
S.  E.  187;  Freeman,  Void  Judicial  Sales, 
§1  19a,  20. 

Complainant  was  barred  by  laches. 

Clarke  v.  Hart,  6  H.  L.  Cas.  633;  Cranmer 
T.  McS words,  24  W.  Va.  594;  18  Am.  & 
Kn^.  Enc.  Law,  2  ed.  p.  114;  Harper  t. 
0)mb9.  61  W.  Va.  564,  56  8.  E.  902;  Whit- 
takcr  v.  Southwest  Virginia  Jmprov.  Co.  34 
W.  Va.  217,  12  S.  E.  507;  Heavener  v.  God- 
frey, 3  W.  Va.  426;  Bates  v.  Swiger,  40  W. 
Va.  420,  21  S.  E.  874;  Norfolk  &  W.  R.  Co. 
T.  Perdue,  40  W.  Va.  442,  21  8.  E.  755; 
Williamson  v.  Jones,  39  W.  Va.  231,  25 
LR.A.  222,  19  8.  E.  436;  Dunfee  ▼.  Cbilds, 
59  W.  Va.  252,  53  S.  E.  209;  Phillips  v. 
Piney  Coal  Co.  53  W.  Va.  547,  97  Am.  St. 
Rep.  1040,  44  S.  E.  774;  Bailey  v.  Calfee, 
49  \V.  Va.  630,  39  8.  E.  642;  Hale  v.  Cole, 
31  W.  Va.  576,  8  S.  E.  516;  Trader  v.  Jar- 
Ti»,  23  W.  Va.  100;  Curlett  v.  Newman,  30 
W.  Va.  182,  3  8.  E.  678;  Williams  t.  Max- 
well, 45  W.  Va.  297,  31  8.  E.  909;  Shields 
T.  Tarleton,  48  W.  Va.  343,  37  8.  E.  589. 

Messrs.  Da-rls  A  Davis  and  Osuian  E. 
Swans  for  other  appellees. 

BoblDson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  coal  under  the  land  of  William  O. 
Plant  was  sold  by  his  guardian,  Dexter  G. 
Fittro,  while  Plant  was  yet  an  infant.  This 
sale  of  his  coal  was  made  under  the  au- 
thority of  a  decree  in  a  suit  which  the 
guardian  instituted  for  the  procurement  of 
that  authority.  Plant  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  at  the  institution  of  the  proceedings 
leading  to  a  decree  to  sell.  A  guardian 
ad  litem  was  appointed  for  him,  in  the  per- 
son of  John  W.  Brown.  This  guardian  ad 
litem  answered  in  the  cause  on  behalf  of 
the  infant,  responding  that  it  would  be  to 
the  infant's  interest  to  make  sale  of  the 
coal  and  invest  the  proceeds.  Plant  also 
answered   in    person,   to   the    same    effect. 

Depositions  tending  to  establish  the  pro- 
prtety  of  the  sale  were  taken  and  read  in 
the  cause.  The  guardian,  Fittro,  more  than 
two  years  after  the  date  of  the  decree 
authorizing  him  to  sell  the  coal  of  his  ward, 
reported  to  the  court  that  he  had  made  sale 
to  Reewn  H.  Brown  at  the  price  of  $19  per 
2«  LR.A.(NA) 


acre.  Thereupon  the  court  confirmed  the 
sale  and  directed  a  deed  to  be  made  by  the 
guardian  to  the  purchaser.  This  purchaser 
was  the  brother  and  business  partner  of 
John  W.  Brown,  who  had  represented  the 
infant  as  guardian  ad  litem.  A  deed  was 
made  by  Fittro,  guardian,  in  pursuance  of 
the  decree  of  confirmation,  the  day  next 
ensuing  the  entry  of  that  decree.  Two  days 
previously,  however — that  is,  one  day  before 
the  confirmation  of  the  sale — Beeson  H. 
Brown,  the  purchaser,  John  W.  Brown,  the 
guardian  ad  litem,  and  one  Smith,  styling 
themselves  partners  as  "Smith, '  Brown,  & 
Co.,"  included  the  Plant  coal  in  a  convey- 
ance of  a  large  territory  of  coal  in  the  same 
vicinity  made  to  Pennsylvania  parties.  This 
conveyance  was  made  for  a  gross  sum  by 
the  partners  we  have  mentioned  and  another 
person.  No  other  conveyance  by  Beeson  H. 
Brown  of  the  Plant  coal  to  anyone  appears. 
So  it  seems  that,  at  the  time  of  the  decree 
confirming  sale  to  Beeson  H.  Brown,  his 
brother,  John  W.  Brown,  the  guardian  ad 
litem,  hod  an  interest  in  the  ^purchase  of 
the  infant's  coal.  Title  to  the  large  terri- 
tory of  coal,  in  which  Plant's  coal  was  in- 
cluded, conveyed  to  the  Pennsylvania  par- 
ties, has  since  passed  by  several  interme- 
diate conveyances  to  the  Chieftain  Coal 
Company.  This  company  took  title  in  1902. 
Plant  reached  his  majority  nearly  nine  years 
before  that  time,  married  soon  after  be- 
coming of  age,  settled  on  the  land  overlying 
the  coal  which  he  had  owned,  and  continued 
to  own  the  land  and  reside  upon  it  until 
the  date  we  have  stated.  Soon  after  the 
coal  company  became  interested  in  the  prop- 
erty, the  presence  of  surveyors  on  the  land 
caused  Plant  to  make  an  inspection  of  the 
public  records,  and  thereby  to  find  that 
John  W.  Brown,  his  guardian  ad  litem  in 
the  suit  which  devested  him  of  title  to  his 
coal,  was  interested  in  the  purchase  of  that 
coal  by  Brown's  brother.  The  deed  to  the 
Pennsylvania  parties  by  Smith,  Brown,  ft 
Co.  and  another,  disclosing  this  fact,  made, 
indeed,  before  confirmation  of  the  sale  of 
Plant's  coal,  was  recorded  a  few  months 
after  its  date.  For  nine  years  it  had  been 
open  to  the  public 

Plant,  upon  ascertaining  in  1902  the  in- 
terest of  his  guardian  ad  litem  in  the  pur- 
chase of  his  coal,  very  soon  instituted  his 
suit  in  equity  seeking  to  annul  the  decrees 
of  sale  and  confirmation  in  relation  to  the 
coal  sold  on  his  behalf  and  the  deed  made 
by  his  guardian  in  pursuance  thereof,  and 
praying  that  his  title  to  the  coal  be  quieted, 
and  that  he  have  general  relief.  He  alleged, 
in  substance:  That  his  guardian  and  the 
guardian  ad  litem  appointed  for  him  col- 
luded in  depriving  him  of  his  coal  property; 
that  John  W.  Brown  and  his  partners  were 
36 
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receiving  $30  per  acre  for  the  coal,  when  his 
guardian  ad  litem,  the  same  Brown,  permit- 
ted the  court  to  conflrm  a  sale  to  Brown's 
brother  at  $19  per  acre;  that  this  fact  ap- 
pears by  the  deed  made  to  the  Pennsylvania 
parties,  of  which  be  knew  nothing  until  a 
time  shortly  prior  to  the  institution  of  his 
suit;  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  sale  of 
his  coal  by  the  court  proceedings  and  the 
deed  of  Fittro,  his  guardian,  or  of  the  in- 
terest of  his  guardian  ad  litem  in  the  sale 
and  purchase,  until  his  examination  of  the 
records  briefly  previous  to  the  institution  of 
bis  suit;  and  that  he  had,  until  that  time, 
been  in  total  ignorance  of  the  fraud  and 
wrongs  in  the  premises.  Constructive  notice 
to  the  purchasers  subsequent  to  date  of  Bee-' 
son  H.  Brown's  deed  from  the  guardian  was 
alleged.  Many  documentary  exhibits  were 
filed  with  the  bill,  embracing  the  title  deeds 
in  question  and  the  record  of  the  suit  by 
which  Plant's  coal  had  been  sold.  Further 
particulars  of  allegations  in  the  bill  need 
not  now  be  stated.  We  may  hereinafter 
refer  to  some  of  them  if  necessary  to  un- 
derstanding and  decision.  The  court,  upon 
demurrers,  dismissed  Plant's  original  and 
amended  bills,  except  in  so  far  as  a  reforma- 
tion of  the  deed  of  the  guardian  to  Beeson 
H. .  Brown  was  justified  because  of  that 
deed's  variance  from  the  decree  authorizing 
its  execution.  A  reformation  of  that  deed 
to  the  extent  that  it  departed  from  the 
decree  was  made.  From  the  decree  of  dis- 
missal. Plant  has  appealed. 

It  is  submitted  that  the  court  did  not 
have  jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  the  infant, 
because  of  the  interest  of  the  guardian  ad 
litem  who  represented  him;  but  there  was 
a  guardian  ad  litem  appointed.  He  accepted 
the  trust  and  filed  an  answer.  The  infant 
appeared  in  person  and  answered.  The  nec- 
essary parties  were  before  the  court.  The 
decrees  may  be  voidable  because  of  fraud 
practised  on  the  rights  of  the  infant  by 
collusion  of  the  guardian  and  guardian  ad 
litem  or  the  interest  of  the  latter  in  the 
purchase;  but  they  are  not  absolutely  void 
for  want  of  the  court's  jurisdiction  in  such 
a  case.  That  very  jurisdiction  thus  acquired 
may  have  been  the  avenue  of  fraud,  for 
which  the  decrees  may  be  avoided.  Avoid- 
ance of  the  decrees  for  fraud  is  quite  differ- 
ent from  avoidance  of  them  for  want  of 
jurisdiction.  There  was  that  character  of 
notice  to  the  infant  which  the  law  requires 
in  such  suits.  The  court  had  cognizance  of 
that  class  of  cases  of  which  the  suit  was 
one.  The  fact  that  the  infant's  rights  may 
not  have  been  well  represented  by  the 
guardian  ad  litem  does  not  argue  that  he 
had  no  guardian  ad  litem.  The  court  had 
power  to  hear  and  determine  the  cause. 
This  power  is  the  test  of  jurisdiction.  Sper- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


ry  V.  Sanders,  50  W.  Va.  70,  40  S.  E.  327; 
Lemmon  v.  Herbert,  92  Va.  653,  24  S.  E. 
249.  There  was  due  process  of  law.  The 
record  shows  jurisdiction.  "The  record  is 
conclusively  presumed  to  speak  the  truth, 
and  can  be  tried  only  by  inspection.  This 
results  from  the  power  of  the  court  to  pass 
upon  every  question  which  arises  in  the 
cause,  including  the  facts  necessary  to  the 
exercise  of  its  jurisdiction,  and  as  to  which 
therefore  its  judgment,  unless  obtained  by 
fraud  or  collusion,  is  binding,  until  reversed, 
on  every  other  court."  Wilcher  v.  Robert- 
son, 78  Va.  602;  Black,  Judgm.  g  273. 

It  is  said  that  the  bill  submitted  to  the 
court  for  sale  only  a  7-foot  vein  of  bitumi- 
nous coal,  and  that  therefore  the  court  bad 
not  jurisdiction  to  decree  a  sale  of  all  the 
coal  underlying  the  tract,  as  it  did.  It 
suffices,  however,  to  say  that  the  bill  plainly 
warrants  a  decree  for  the  sale  of  all  the 
coal.  Reasonably,  no  other  interpretation 
can  be  given  to  the  complete  context  of  the 
bill. 

It  is  contended  that  the  judicial  sale  of 
the  coal  is  void  for  uncertainty  in  descrip- 
tion; that  an  undesignated  part  of  a  larger 
tract  was  sold.  This  contention  is  based, 
we  find,  upon  the  want  of  specific  designa- 
tion of  the  reservations  of  1  acre  under  the 
house  and  2  other  acres.  That  the  reserva- 
tions are  not  specifically  described  does  not 
make  it  impossible  to  locate  the  tract  sold. 
There  is  reasonably  specific  description  of 
the  outside  boundaries  of  the  coal  in  the 
pikers  of  the  suit  by  which  it  was  sold.  It 
is  not  the  tract  of  coal  sold  that  is  wanting 
in  designation;  but  the  lack  in  this  par- 
ticular is  only  as  to  the  reservations  there- 
in. The  tract  sold  is  sufficiently  designated; 
the  reservations  may  not  be.  The  conten- 
tion is  not  tenable. 

Were  the  decrees  not  absolute  against 
Plant  until,  after  becoming  of  age,  he  was 
summoned  to  show  cause  against  them! 
The  point  is  made  that  they  were  merely 
"unless"  decrees  until  made  absolute  by 
summons  to  show  cause  against  them,  and 
that  therefore,  never  having  been  made  ab- 
solute. Plant,  at  this  late  day,  is  not  bound 
by  them;  that  he  can,  indeed,  still  show  any 
cause  whatsoever  against  them.  We  shall 
not  here  review  the  learning  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  necessity  of  giving  an  infant  a 
day  after  reaching  majority  to  show  cause 
against  a  decree,  decide  in  what  cases  such 
saving  applies,  and  in  that  connection  inter- 
pret and  construe  the  statute  which  gives 
an  infant  the  right  to  show  cause  against 
a  decree  within  six  months  after  he  becomes 
of  age,  in  proper  cases,  whether  a  day  is 
reserved  in  the  decree  or  not.  Code  1899, 
chap.  132,  §  7  (Code  1906,  §  4002).  These 
considerations  do  not  arise  for  our  decision. 
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Indeed,  it  may  be  that  an  infant  is  entitled 
to  no  day  to  show  cause  against  a  decree 
making  sale  of  his  lands  in  a  suit  or  pro- 
ceeding by  his  guardian  to  change  the  char- 
acter and  investment  of  his  estate.  Parker 
T.  McCoy,  10  Gratt.  594.  But  this  question 
is  precluded  from  answer  here.  Even  if,  in 
any  case,  such  day  is  necessary  to  be  given, 
after  the  expiration  of  that  day  fraud  or 
collusion  may  be  shown  to  avoid  the  decree. 
A  failure  to  take  advantage  of  such  day 
in  cases  to  which  it  applies  bars  only  the 
showing  of  error,  or  the  presenting  of  a 
rehearing.  If  thereafter  the  party  becomes 
cognizant  of  fraud  which  will  avoid  the 
decree,  it  may  be  shown  by  original  bill, 
as  in  the  case  before  us.  Fraud  may  be  at- 
tacked at  any  time,  if  there  has  been  dili- 
gence in  discovering  it  and  promptness  in 
proceeding  to  attack  it;  and  herein  arises 
directly  the  distinction  which  makes  the 
question  of  the  application  to  this  case  of 
a  day  to  show  cause  against  the  decree 
wholly  foreign  to  proper  consideration. 
Plant's  bill  is  based  on  fraud.  On  that 
alone  he  seeks  to  avoid  the  decrees.  It  is 
not  based  on  the  shpwing  of  error  or  on  the 
submitting  of  new  matter.  He  does  men- 
tion alleged  irregularities  in  the  suit  to 
sell  his  land;  but,  as  we  view  it,  he  does 
this  only  by  way  of  presenting  the  real 
ground  of  his  complaint, — that  is,  fraud. 
The  irregularities,  if  any,  are  the  result 
of  fraud,  it  is  shown.  The  gist  of  Plant's 
complaint  is  fraud,  nothing  else.  Really, 
the  points  of  want  of  jurisdiction,  which  we 
have  hereinbefore  considered,  grow  out  of 
and  are  interwoven  with  the  fraud  relied 
upon;  and,  since  fraud  may  be  shown 
against  the  standing  of  decrees,  without 
reference  to  the  giving  of  a  day  to  show 
cause,  the  consideration  of  the  effect  of 
saving  a  day  and  of  the  fact  that  the  de- 
crees have  never  been  made  absolute,  if 
they  were  not  originally  so,  has  nothing  to 
do  witi  this  case.  Plant,  if  he  excuses  his 
delay  in  proceeding,  may  attack  the  decrees 
for  fraud,  as  he  does.  Since  he  yet  has  his 
day  to  show  cause  upon  the  ground  of  that 
which  he  presents,  what  has  the  question 
of  "unless"  decrees  to  do  with  this  case? 
He  is  still  entertained  for  the  cause  upon 
which  he  relies. 

The  interest  of  the  guardian  ad  litem  in 
the  purchase  rendered  tne  sale  of  Plant's 
coal  voidable.  If  attacked  in  time,  the  ti- 
tles of  subsequent  purchasers  for  value  who 
had  notice  of  this  fact  must  fall.  If  pur- 
chasers of  that  character  had  no  notice,  and 
therefore  their  rights  are  not  affected,  still 
the  guardian  ad  litem  must  account  for 
profits  that  went  into  his  hands  from  the 
infant's  estate  by  the  purchase  in  which 
he  was  interested.  He  must  account  as  a 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


trustee.  A  guardian  ad  litem  is  a  fiduciary. 
It  is  the  duty  of  a  guardian  ad  litem,  in 
such  case  as  this  one,  to  see  that  the  infant 
is  protected  in  the  sale  of  his  property.  'He 
cannot  speculate  on  the  property  as  to 
which  he  is  enjoined  to  protect  the  infant. 
Out  of  caution  to  the  rights  o(  the  infant, 
the  law  does  not  allow  the  guardian  ad 
litem  to  purchase  the  property  sold,  even  at 
adequate  value.  Newcomb  v.  Brooks,  16  W. 
Va.  32.  The  sale  is  voidable  if  he  has  the 
least  interest  in  the.  purchase.  That  inter- 
est is  inconsistent  with  his  duty  in  the 
premises.  He  cannot  buy  in  the  name  of 
another.  The  same  rule  applies  to  him  as 
to  any  other  fiduciary  or  person  holding 
trust  relation,  and  this  court  has  specifi- 
cally held:  "When  a  commissioner  appointed 
by  a  decree  in  a  suit  in  equity  to  sell 
land  becomes  himself  the  purchaser,  the 
purchase  is  voidable  at  the  election  of  any 
party  interested  in  the  land  sold.  And  the 
law  is  the  same  where  the  purchase  is  made 
nominally  by  a  third  person,  who  is  re- 
ported by  the  commissioner  to  the  court  as 
the  purchaser,  but  who  really  purchased  for 
the  commissioner  and  conveyed  the  land  to 
him  after  the  purchase  as  reported  had  been 
confirmed."  Winans  v.  Winans,  22  W.  Va. 
679. 

The  hill  presents  a  case  of  fraud  sufficient 
to  set  aside  the  decrees  if  the  rights  of  bona 
fide  purchasers  for  value,  without  notice, 
have  not  vested,  or,  if  such  rights  have  vest- 
ed, to  cause  an  accounting  by  the  guardian 
ad  litem.  But  does  the  bill  sufficiently 
negative  the  laches  of  Plant  in  not  earlier 
seeking  his  rights  in  the  premises  t  If  no 
excuse  for  the  long  delay  of  nine  years 
appears,  he  cannot  now  be  heard.  Equity 
aids  only  the  vigilant.  Does  Plant  show  by 
the  averments  of  his  bill  that  this  maxim 
does  not  bar  him  ?  He  does  assert  his  total 
ignorance  of  the  fraud  until  shortly  prior 
to  his  beginning  suit.  No  means  of  conceal- 
ment is  averred  in  the  bill,  except  that 
which  is  plainly  refuted  by  the  exhibit 
therewith  of  the  record  of  the  suit  in  which 
the  coal  was  sold.  Plant  avers  that  ha 
knew  nothing  of  the  sale  of  his  coal  at  any 
time  prior  to  1902,  or  of  the  proceedings  to 
sell ;  but  he  exhibits  the  record  of  those  pro- 
ceedings, showing  that  he  answered  there- 
in, under  oath,  when  sixteen  years  of  age. 
He  disclosed  in  that  answer  full  knowledge 
of  what  was  going  on  at  the  time.  His 
coming  of  age,  in  fact  or  in  law,  did  not 
make  him  dumb  as  to  this  fact.  Therefore 
his  bill  shows  that  he  did  know  when  he 
reached  his  majority  that  he  once  had  title 
to  the  coal  underlying  his  land,  and  that 
theretofore  his  guardian  had  filed  a  suit  to 
sell  same.  So,  notwithstanding  his  allega- 
tion of  total  ignorance  in  the  bill,  he  nega- 
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tives  that  statement  by  making  the  record 
of  the  suit  a  part  of  the  bill.  He  avers  no 
deception,  or  other  cause,  which  could 
change  or  divert  this  knowledge  which  he 
must  have  had  upon  reaching  full  age.  He 
ilcarly  shows  that  he  must  have  known  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  that  his  coal 
had  been  involved  in  a  suit  for  its  sale. 
Knowing  this,  why  did  he  not,  when  he  be- 
came his  own  man,  promptly  investigate  his 
rights  to  the  coal?  A  diligent  and  prudent 
man  then  would  have  reasoned:  "I  bad 
coal  under  this  land.  There  was  a  proceed- 
ing by  my  guardian  to  sell  it  while  I  was 
yet  under  age.  I  know  this  because  I  per- 
sonally made  a  sworn  answer  therein.  Who 
got  my  coal  by  that  proceeding!  Who 
owns  it  now?  What  rights  to  it  has 
he?  Where  can  I  find  all  this?  On 
the  county  records.  I  shall  inspect  them 
at  once."  Yet  Plant  simply  says  he 
was  ignorant  all  along,  before  man- 
hood and  after.  Does  the  law  excuse  such 
ignorance?  It  would  seem  to  be  not  igno- 
rance, but  forgetfulness,  since  he  once 
knew.  Does  equity  excuse  such  lack  of 
diligence?  Then  Plant  shows  that  his 
guardian,  Fittro,  settled  with  him  and  paid 
to  him  a  large  sum  of  money  when  he  be- 
came twenty-one  years  of  age.  Did  he 
make  inquiry  then  as  to  the  source  of  this 
money?  Reason  and  prudence  would  de- 
mand that  he  do  so. 

From  the  averments  of  the  bill,  we  must 
assume  this  money  to  have  included  the 
proceeds  of  the  coal  sale.  He  does  not  say 
that  his  guardian  retained  or  secreted  from 
him  those  proceeds.  Plainly  he  shows  that 
upon  reaching  manhood  he  had  full  knowl- 
edge, or  at  least  should  have  had,  of  the 
fact  that  his  coal  had  been  sold  while  he 
was  a  minor.  Why  did  he  not  investigate? 
The  law  required  him  to  investigate.  His 
failure  so  to  do  he  does  not  explain.  He 
would  have  us  believe  that  it  was  years  after- 
wards that  he  first  obtained  knowledge  that 
his  guardian  had  sold  his  coal,  being  then 
put  on  inquiry  by  the  presence  of  surveyors. 
He  says  he  went  immediately  to  the  rec- 
ords. This  was  indeed  a  natural  thing  to 
do;  but,  because  it  was  so  natural  and  sensi- 
ble a  thing  to  do,  the  law  required  him  to 
do  it  years  before,  since  he  had  the  same 
knowledge  of  the  coal  when  he  became  of 
age  that  he  had  nine  years  afterwards,  when 
the  surveyors  came  on  his  land.  And  it 
must  be  in  good  sense  assumed  that  the 
result  of  such  earlier  investigation  of  the 
records  would  have  produced  the  same 
result  that  it  did  in  after  years;  that  is,  to 
disclose  that  his  guardian  ad  litem  had 
been  interested  in  the  purchase  of  his  coal. 
The  records  showed  that  fact  at  the  earlier 
period  the  same  as  they  did  at  the  later. 
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They  did  not  change  in  this  particular.  All 
the  time,  the  deed  to  the  Pennsylvania  par- 
ties, disclosing  John  W.  Brown's  interest  in 
the  purchase  and  sale  of  the  coal,  was  a 
part  of  those  public  records  of  the  county. 
Instead  of  concealing  his  interest,  the  guard- 
ian ad  litem  had,  by  recitals  in  a  deed 
publicly  recorded,  published  it 'to  all.  In- 
deed, Plant  shows  by  his  bill,  that  for  nine 
years  he  was  wilfully  negligent  of  his 
rights;  that  he  knew  or  could  have  known 
of  them;  that  he  was  not  aroused  to  activ- 
ity to  protect  his  rights  until  the  rights 
of  others  had  vested  by  reason  of  bis  in- 
activity and  acquiescence.  Upon  such  show- 
ing, his  bill  cannot  stand.  His  excuses  for 
delay  are  not  such  as  take  hold  of  the 
conscience  of  the  chancellor  and  make  it 
inequitable  to  interpose  the  bar.  He  stood 
idly  by  and  allowed  rights  of  others  to  vest. 
He  is  bound  by  such  evident  acquiescence. 
It  must  be  so  in  the  interest  of  justice  and 
the  progress  of  human  affairs.  Where  one 
has  means  of  knowing  or  ascertaining, 
where  he  is  put  on  inquiry,  where  ordinary 
prudence  should  impel  him  to  inquire,  he 
must  do  so,  or  else  time  runs  against  him. 
Laflerty  v.  Lafferty,  42  W.  Va.  783,  26  S.  E. 
2G2;  Thompson  v.  Whitaker  Iron  Co.  41 
W.  Va.  574,  23  S.  E.  796.  One  who  would 
repel  the  imputation  of  laches  by  shewing 
ignorance  of  his  rights  must  be  without 
fault  in  remaining  in  ignorance  of  those 
rights.  Indolent  ignorance  and  indifference 
will  no  more  avail  to  prevent  the  bar  of 
laches  than  will  voluntary  ignorance.  Red- 
ford  V.  Clarke,  100  Va.  115,  40  S.  E.  630; 
Foster  v.  Mansfield,  C.  A,  L.  M.  R.  Co. 
146  U.  S.  99,  36  L.  ed.  903,  13  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  28. 

It  is  submitted  that  laches  does  not  bar 
Plant  because  he  alleges  that  he  was  all 
along  in  possession  of  the  coal  underlying 
his  land.  He  does  say  that  he  has  had  pos- 
session of  the  coal.  Yet  he  does  not  describe 
the  character  of  that  possession.  It  would 
appear  that  he  is  simply  relying  on  such 
possession  of  the  coal  as  the  possession  of 
the  overlying  surface  gave  him.  The  pos- 
session of  the  surface  does  not  carry  with 
it  possession  of  the  coal  under  it,  where  the 
estate  in  the  coal  has  been  severed  as  to 
title.  Wallace  v.  Elm  Grove  Coal  Co.  58  W. 
Va.  449,  52  S.  E.  485,  6  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
140;  Newman  v.  Newman,  60  W.  Va.  371, 
7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  370,  55  S.  E.  377.  His  al- 
legation of  possession  of  the  coal  is  not 
BuiRcient.  He  does  not  show  facts  distin- 
guishing his  possession  ot  the  coal  from 
his  possession  of  the  overlying  surface. 
This  coal  as  an  estate  is  severed  in  title 
from  the  land.  For  the  surface  owner  to 
aver  possession  of  coal  severed  in  title  from 
the  land,  he  must  state  that  he  has  had 
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actual  physical  posseEsion  of  the  coal,  apart 
from  his  posBession  of  the  surface,  as  by 
operating  mines  in  the  coal.  True  it  is 
that  laches  does  not  run  against  one  assert- 
ing title  to  real  estate  which  he  has  had 
in  possession  during  the  delay  in  asserting 
his  rights  in  the  premises.  Mullins  v. 
Shrewsbury,  60  W.  Va.  694,  56  S.  E.  736. 
But  sufficient  averment  of  possession  of  the 
coal  by  Plant,  the  bill  does  not  contain. 

It  is,  however,  insisted  that  Brown,  the 
;;uardian  ad  litem,  must  be  charged  as  a 
trustee  for  Plant;  that  profits  came  to  his 
hands  from  his  dealings  with  the  coal, 
which  he  holds  only  in  trust  for  the  party 
he  represented.  A  case  of  that  character 
would  clearly  exist  were  it  not  for  the  lapse 
of  time  before  suit.  Such  a  trust  as  is 
disclosed  is  not  an  express  one,  but  arises 
by  implication  of  law, — a  constructive 
trust  in  fact.  This  being  true,  the  statute 
of  limitations  must  apply.  That  statute 
bars  Plant.  It  does  apply  in  cases  of  con- 
structive trusts,  but  not  as  to  express 
trusts.  Plant's  cause  of  action  against 
Brown  for  the  money  is  one  of  concurrent 
jurisdiction.  It  is  not  purely  of  equitable 
cognizance,  as  in  the  cose  of  an  express 
trust.  When  the  statute  of  limitations  is 
applicable  to  a  cause  of  action  arising  out 
of  fraud,  it  runs  from  the  perpetration  of 
the  fraud.  Thompson  v.  Whitaker  Iron  Co. 
supra.  If,  however,  there  has  been  fraud- 
ulent concealment  of  the  cause  of  action, 
it  is  otherwise.  Newberger  v.  Wells,  51  W. 
Va.  624,  42  S.  E.  625.  In  other  words,  the 
statute  begins  to  run  only  from  the  time 
when  the  wrong  was  discovered,  or  ought  to 
have  been  discovered.  19  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
l.aw,  p.  242.  By  the  allegations  of  his  bill, 
Plant  fails  to  take  his  case  out  of  the 
statute.  He  sets  forth  a  cause  of  action 
that  by  prudence,  exercised  before  the  bar 
of  the  statute,  would  readily  have  been 
perceived   by    him. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  conclusions,  the 
arguments  as  to  notice  alleged  to  have  been 
had  by  those  who  became  subsequent  pur- 
chasers of  the  coal  for  value  are  not  mate- 
rial. Plant's  claim  against  them  for  the 
land,  if  they  had  notice  by  the  record,  as 
is  contended,  is  stale  and  unenforceable. 
He  cannot  now  assert  himself  to  their  preju- 
dice. Plant  having  now  no  rights  against 
them,  and  his  right  to  an  accounting  by  the 
guardian  ad  litem  t>eing  met  by  the  statute 
of  limitations,  the  dismissal  of  his  bill,  so 
fas  as  it  sought  relief  in  these  particulars, 
was  proper. 

It  is  assigned  as  cross  error  that  the 
court  should  not  have  reformed  the  deed 
to  the  extent  of  making  it  conform  to  the 
decree  by  which  it  was  directed  to  be  made. 
This  reformation  related  to  rights  in  the 
26  L.RJL(I7.S.) 


land  which  Plant  still  owned.  By  reason 
of  his  continued  possession  of  this  land, 
laches  in  seeking  the  enforcements  of  rights 
as  to  it  cannot  be  imputed  to  him.  He  was 
entitled  to  have  the  deed  reformed  in  so 
far  as  it  pretended  to  give  rights  in  his 
land  which  the  decree  did  not  authorize. 
His  prayer  for  general  relief  entitled  him 
to  the  action  of  the  court  in  making  the 
deed  coniorm  to  the  decree.  His  bill, 
stripped  of  its  insufficiency,  made  a  case  of 
that  character.    It  made  none  other. 

The  decree,  dismissing  the  bill  except  as 
one  to  reform  the  deed,  and  reforming  the 
deed  wherein  it  was  variant  from  the  decree 
upon  which  it  was  based,  is  affirmed. 


KENTUCKY  COURT   OP  APPEAIiS. 

BPvOADWAY   COAL   MINING   COMPANY 
et  al.,  Appts., 

V. 

CHARLES  A.  SMITH  et  al. 
(—  Ky.  — ,  125  S.  W.  157.) 

New  trial  —  road  opening  —  time. 

1.  Although  failure  of  the  statute  pro- 
viding for  the  opening  of  roads,  to  author- 
ize the  county  court  to  set  aside  a  verdict 
and  grant  a  new  trial,  does  not  prevent 
such  court  from  doing  so,  under  the  pro- 
vision of  the  statutes  governing  its  practice, 
yet  it  cannot  do  so  unless  application  is 
made  within  the  time  specified  by  the  prac- 
tice act. 

Appeal  —  effect  of  new  trial. 

2.  The  order  of  a  trial  court  in  setting 
aside  a  verdict  and  granting  a  new  trial 
may  be  ignored,  and  an  appeal  taken  from 
the  judgment  entered  thereon,  although  the 
new  trial  has  lieen  had  and  a  second  judg- 
ment reached,  if  the  appeal  is  perfected 
within  the  time  allowed  by  law  after  the 
first  judgment  is  entered. 

Damages  —  eminent  domain  —  set-off 
of  benefits. 

3.  Benefits  cannot  be  set  off  against  the 
consequential  injuries  to  property  a  por- 
tion of  which  is  taken  for  a  public  road, 
where  the  Constitution  requires  compensa- 
tion to  be  made  for  property  taken,  injured, 
or  destroyed. 

Same  —  method  of  fixing. 

4.  The  compensation  to  be  allowed  a  prop- 
erty owner  for  the  opening  of  a  road 
through  the  property  should,  under  a  Con- 
stitution requiring  compensation  for  prop- 
erty taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  be  de- 
termined by  finding  the  diflTerence  between 
the  actual  volue  of  the  general  tract  im- 
mediately before,   and  the   actual  value  of 


Note.  —  As  to  right  to  set  off  benefits 
against  damages  in  eminent  domain  pro- 
ceedings, see  note  to  Peoria,  B.  t  C.  Trac- 
tion Co.  V.  Vance,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)   781. 
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the  remainder  immediately  after,  the  tak- 
ing, excluding  irom  consideration  any  en- 
hancement of  or  added  value  to  the  land 
not  taken,  by  reason  of  the  opening  or  use 
of  the  road. 
Costs   —   road   opening  —   liability   of 

landowner. 

6.  Where  the  statute  providing  for  the 
opening  of  roads  provides  that  the  road 
shall  be  opened  by  condemnation,  and  that 
the  sum  to  be  paid  the  owner,  and  the  cost 
of  the  procedure,  be  paid  by  applicant,  the 
landowner  cannot  be  charged  with  any  cost 
in  the  trial  court,  although  he  may  file  ex- 
ceptions to  the  commissioner's  report,  and 
demand  a  jury  trial. 
Appeal  —  right  to  costs.  > 

0.  A  landowner  who  upon  appeal  suc- 
ceeds in  increasing  the  amount  awarded  him 
in  a  road-opening  proceeding  is  entitled  to 
his  costs  in  the  appellate  court. 

(February  16,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Ohio  County 
reversing  a  judgment  of  the  Coimty  Court 
in  their  favor  and  assessing  damages  in  a 
proceeding  to  establish  a  public  road  over 
their  land.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Glenn  &  Slmmerman  for  ap- 
pellants. 

Messrs.  Heavrln  &  Woodward,  for  ap- 
pellees: 

The  attempt  to  prosecute  another  remedy 
does  not  estop  a  litigant  from  exercising 
his  statutory  right  to  appeal. 

Case  V.  Ribelin,  1  J.  J.  Marsh.  29;  Breck- 
inridge V.  Coleman,  7  B.  Mon.  331;  Black- 
well  V.  McBride,  14  Ky.  L.  Rep.  760;  Hen- 
derson &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Dickerson,  17  B.  Mon. 
173,  66  Am.  Dec.  148;  Morrison  v.  Beckham, 
86  Ky.  72,  27  S.  W.  868. 

Judgment  for  cost  was  properly  rendered 
against  appellant  to  the  extent  such  cost 
was  incurred  by  its  exceptions. 

Grimes  v.  March,  3  A.  K.  Marsh.  307; 
Smith  V.  Broyles,  15  B.  Mon.  461;  Pilcher 
V.  Higgins,  2  J.  J.  Marsh.  16;  Asbell  v.  Tip- 
ton, 1  B.  Mon.  300. 

Mr.  John  B.  Wilson  also  for  appellees. 

Carroll,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  appeal  is  prosecuted  from  a  judg- 
ment of  the  Ohio  circuit  court  ordering  a 
public  road  to  be  opened  over  the  lands  of 
appellants  and  others.  The  proceedings  to 
open  the  road  were  instituted  in  the  Ohio 
county  court,  and,  upon  exceptions  to  the 
commissioners'  report,  a  verdict  was  re- 
turned to  the  effect  that  the  road  was  not 
necessary,  and  thereupon  the  court  entered 
a  judgment  dismissing  the  petition,  and 
awarding  the  landowners,  among  whom  were 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  appellants,  their  costs  against  the  pe- 
titioners, who  are  the  appellees  herein.  Aft- 
er this  the  petitioners  filed  groimiii  and 
moved  the  county  court  to  set  aside  the 
verdict  and  judgment,  and  grant  a  new 
trial,  and  this  the  county  court  did.  Upon 
a  retrial  in  the  county  court,  a  verdict  wat 
returned  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of 
the  road,  and  the  court  entered  judgment  in 
accordance  with  it.  Thereafter,  the  peti- 
tioners reached  the  conclusion  that  the  court 
had  no  power  to  set  aside  the  first  verdict 
and  judgment  refusing  to  open  the  road, 
and  so  they  ignored  the  second  judgment  of 
the  county  court  ordering  the  road  to  be 
opened,  and  prosecuted  an  appeal  to  the 
circuit  court  from  the  judgment  of  the 
county  court  refusing  to  open  the  road. 
Opon  a  trial  in  the  circuit  court,  the  jnrj 
returned  a  verdict  assessing  damages  in 
favor  of  the  appellant  Broadway  Coal  Min- 
ing Company  at  $60  for  land  taken,  and 
$60  additional  for  fencing,  and  in  favor  of 
the  appellant  J.  L.  Southard  for  $50  for 
land  taken^  and  $50  for  additional  fenc- 
ing; thereupon  a  judgment  was  entered  di- 
recting the  payment  of  the  damages,  and 
ordering  the  road  to  be  opened  along  the 
line  reported  by  the  commissioners;  and  it 
was  further  adjudged  that  the  petitioners 
recover  of  the  Broadway  Coal  Mining  Com- 
pany and  Southard  their  costs  expended  in 
the  circuit  court  and  also  in  the  county 
court. 

The  appellants  ask  that  this  judgment  be 
reversed  and  set  aside,  first,  because  the 
petitioning  appellees  were  estopped  to  ap- 
peal from  a  judgment  of  the  county  court 
that  they  had  procured  to  be  set  aside: 
second,  because  the  court  erred  in  the  in- 
structions defining  the  damages  to  which 
the  landowners  were  entitled;  third,  because 
the  amount  awarded  for  damages  is  inade- 
quate; and,  fourth,  because  the  court  en- 
tered a  judgment  against  the  landowners  for 
the  costs  in  the  county  court  as  well  as  in 
the  circuit  court. 

The  first  question  to  be  determined  is 
whether  or  not  the  action  of  the  county 
court  in  granting  a  new  trial  setting  aside 
the  first  judgment,  again  hearing  the  ra^ 
and  entering  a  new  judgment,  was  void. 
If  it  was,  these  various  orders  might  prop- 
erly have  been  ignored,  and  an  appeal  taken 
to  the  circuit  court  from  the  judgment  of 
the  county  court  dismissing  the  proceeding. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  county  court  had 
the  power  to  set  aside  the  first  judgment 
and  grant  a  new  trial,  it  follows,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  that  the  second  judgment  in 
the  county  court  is  a  valid  judgment,  giving 
to  the  petitioners  all  the  relief  they  sought, 
and,  further,  that  no  appeal  could  be  prose- 
cuted to  the  circuit  court  from  a  judgment 
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of  the  county  court  that,  on  motion  of  the 
appellants  in  the  circuit  court,   had   been 
8Pt  aside  in  tlie  county  court.    There  is  no 
provision   in   the   statute   aruthorizing   new 
trials  in  the  county  court  in  road  cases,  but 
$  4303  of  the  Kentucky  Statutes  (Russell's 
Stat  I  643S)  pnmdes  for  an  appeal  to  the 
circuit  court  from  the  decision  of  the  coun- 
ter court.    We  do  not  think,  however,  that 
the  failure  of  the  statute  to  authorize  a  new 
trial,  or  the  fact  that  it  does  make  provi- 
sion for  an  appeal,  takes  from  the  county 
ourt  the  right  to  grant  a  new  trial  in  a 
road  case,    if   the   application    therefor    is 
made  in  due  time.    Section.  700  of  the  Civil 
Code  of  Practice   provides   that   "the   pro- 
visions   of    this    Code    shall    regulate    the 
proceedings    in    civil    actions   in   quarterly 
courts,   county   courts,    police   courts,   city 
courts,  mayor's  courts,  and  courts  of  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  except  as'  is  provided  in 
this  chapter."     In  §  714  of  the  Civil  Code 
of  Practice^  provision  is  made  for  the  grant- 
ing of  new  trials  in  quarterly  courts  and 
courts  of  justices  of  the  peace,  upon  motion 
made  irithin  ten  days  after  a  judgment  has 
been  rendered;   but  there  is  no  express  or 
distinct  provision  authorizing  the  granting 
of  new  trials  in  county  courts.    This  being 
so,  we  thinic  that  new  trials  in  the  county 
court  are  governed  by  §  340,  subd.  4,  Civ. 
Code  Prac.    Under  these  sections,  an  appli- 
cation for  new  trial  must  be  made  at  the 
term  at  which  the  decision  was  rendered, 
and,  except  for  certain  causes  not  necessary 
here  to  mention,  be  made  within  three  days 
after  the  decision  is  rendered.     And  so,  if 
the  application  for  a  new  trial  in  a  road 
ease  is  not  made  within  this  time,  the  court 
loses  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  and  the  only 
remedy  of  the  complaining  party  is  by  ap- 
peal to  the  circuit  court  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided in  §  4303  of  the  Kentucky  Statutes. 
The  motion  for  a  new  trial  in  this  case  was 
not  made  within  three  days,  and  so  the  ac- 
tion of  the  court  in  setting  aside  its  judg- 
ment, as  well  as  its  subsequent  proceedings 
after  the  judgment  had  been  set  aside,  were 
void  and  properly  ignored.    It  follows  from 
this  that,  as  the  appeal  was  prosecuted  to 
the  circuit  court   in   proper   time,   it   had 
jurisdiction  to  try  the  case. 

The  court  instructed  the  jury  as  follows : 
The  jury  will  find  from  the  evidence,  and 
state  in  their  verdict,  whether  or  not  the 
road  described  in  the  conmiissioners'  report 
herein,  and  shown  on  the  plat  produced  in 
evidence,  is  necessary,  and  will  be  for  the 
convenience  of  the  traveling  public,  to  en- 
able them  to  reach  either  an  established 
town,  postoffice,  or  house  of  worship;  and, 
if  they  find  from  the  evidence  that  said  road 
will  be  a  public  convenience  for  travel,  and 
is  necessary,  they  will  find  and  assess  the 
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just  compensation   to   the  Broadway  Coal 
Company  and  Jack  Southard  for  their  land 
proposed  to  be  taken  for  said  public  road, 
and  any  additional  fencing  which  will  be 
thereby  rendered  necessary,  and  the  value 
of  such  fencing,  and  the  damages,  if  any. 
to  the  residue  of  their  respective  tracts  be- 
yond the  consequential  benefits  which  will 
be  derived  by  each  of  them  by  the  making  of 
the   public   road;    and  they  will   find   the 
damages,   if  any,  that  the  Broadway  Coal 
Company  and  Jack  Southard  will  sustain 
separately."     The   objection   urged  to  this 
instruction  is  that  it  allowed  the  jury  to 
set  off  against  the  damages  to  the  land  not 
actually  taken  for  the  road,  the  consequen- 
tial benefits  which  would  be  derived  by  the 
landowners  from  the  opening  and  use  of  the 
road.    To  put  it  in  another  way,  if  the  jury 
believed  from  the  evidence  that  the  land  of 
the  appellants,  othex  than  that  actually  tak- 
en by  the  road,  would  be  damaged  by  its 
establishment,    they   could   set    off   against 
such    damage    the    benefits    that    the    road 
might  be  to  the  landowners.     It  is  insist- 
ed by  counsel  for  the  owners  that  they  were 
entitled  to  recover  the  full  amount  of  dam- 
ages they  suffered  by   the  opening  of  the 
road,   and   that  this  damage  included  not 
only  the  value  of  the  land  taken  and  the 
fencing  made  necessary  by  the  opening  of 
the  road,  but  the  injury  that  would  result 
to  the  remainder  of  their  land  by  the  open- 
ing of  the  road,  and  that  no  part  of  this 
damage  could  be  offset  by  any  benefits  they 
might  derive  from  its  opening.     This  con- 
tention presents  an  important  question,  and 
one  that,  so  far  as  we  are  advised,  has  not 
heretofore  been   adjudicated  in   a  case   in- 
volving the  opening  of  a  public  road.     See-. 
tion  4292,  Ky.  Stat.,  makes  provision  for 
the  compensation  that  shall  be  allowed  to 
landowners  in  cases  like  this;   and  reads: 
".     .     .     Said  commissioners   shall   deter- 
mine and  assess  what  will  be  a  just  com- 
pensation to  each  owner  and  tenant,  if  any, 
for  the  land  proposed  to  be  taken,  and  the 
additional    fencing   which   will   be   thereby 
rendered  necessary,  and  the  value  thereof, 
and  the  damage,  if  any,  to  the  residue  of 
the   tracts  beyond  the   consequential   bene- 
fits which  will  be  derived  to  such  residue 
from  the  road.    ,    .    ."    Under  this  section 
it  will  be  observed  that,  if  the  land  of  the 
.owner  other  than  that  actually  taken  for 
the  road  is  damaged  by  the  taking  of  so 
much  as  may  be  necessary  for  the   road, 
he  can  only  recover  for  such  damage  the  ex- 
cess, if  any,  over  the  benefit  that  the  road 
will  be  to  the  remainder  of  his  land.     If 
the  landowner  should  be  able  to  show  that 
the  remainder  of  his  land  would  be  dam- 
aged say  $500  by  the  road,  and  the  persons 
desiring  to  open  the  road  should  be  able  to 
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establish  that  the  remainder  of  his  land 
would  be  benefited  to  the  amount  of  $500, 
be  would  not  be  entitled  to  recover  any 
damages  on  this  account.  It  will  further 
be  observed  tliat  the  damage,  as  well  as  the 
benefit,  is  a  question  of  fact,  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  jury  to  whom  the  case  is  sub- 
mitted, if  exceptions  are  filed  to  the  re- 
port of  the  commissioners.  The  instruction 
supra  followed  the  statute,  and  so,  if  the 
statute  is  valid,  and  fixes  in  conformity  to 
the  Constitution  the  measure  of  damage  the 
landowner  is  entitled  to  recover,  the  instruc- 
tion is  correct.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
the  question  presented  is:  Does  the  statute 
fix  the  measure  of  damages  in  conformity  to 
the  Constitution? 

In  the  consideration  of  this  question,  a 
brief  review  of  the  condition  of  the  law 
prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  Con- 
stitution will  be  instructive  and  helpful. 
In  the  three  former  Constitutions  of  the 
state,  there  was  the  following  section:  "No 
person  shall,  for  the  same  offense,  be  twice 
put  in  jeopardy  of  his  life  or  limb,  nor  shall 
any  man's  property  be  tak«n  or  applied  to 
public  use  without  the  consent  of  his  rep- 
resentatives, and  without  just  compensa- 
tion being  previously  made  to  him."  Sec- 
tion 13  of  the  present  Constitution  is  in 
identically  the  same  language.  Previous  to 
the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution, 
this  provision  had  been  often  and  uniformly 
construed,  and  we  may  assume  that  its 
meaning  was  well  understood.  In  the  early 
case  of  Sutton  v.  Louisville,  5  Dana,  28, 
the  statute  then  in  force  fixing  the  damages 
that  the  owner  might  recover  when  it  was 
proposed  to  take  his  land  for  public  use  pro- 
vided that  the  benefits  might  be  set  off 
against  the  damages.  In  holding  tliat  direct 
damages  could  not  be  diminished  by  prob- 
able benefits.  Chief  Justice  Robertson 
speaking  for  the  court,  said:  "The  object 
of  so  much  of  the  12th  section  of  the  lOtli 
article  of  the  Constitution  .  .  .  [same 
as  §  13  of  the  present  Constitution]  was 
to  secure  the  citizen  from  the  capricious 
abuse  of  the  sovereign  right  of  eminent  do- 
main. That  object  would  not  be  attained 
if  the  government,  or  persons  identified  with 
it,  and  representing  its  authority  and  in- 
terests, could  take  the  property  of  a  citizen, 
and  apply  it  to  public  use,  without  any 
other  compensation  than  an  ideal  advan- 
tage which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  party  act- 
ing, would  arise  to  the  owner  from  the  effec- 
tuation of  the  object  for  which  the  ap- 
propriation is  made.  The  public  ought  not 
to  decide  for  any  citizen  how  far,  or  wheth- 
er at  all,  he  will  be  peculiarly  benefited  by 
a  public  work  or  other  thing  for  which  his 
property  is  taken  without  his  consent.  If 
such  an  arbitrary  and  discretionary  power 
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can  be  exercised  in  such  a  case,  the  constitu- 
tional guaranty  would  be  of  little  or  no 
value,  for  it  would  be  easy  to  suppose  cases 
in  which  even  a  jury  would  decide  that  the 
construction  of  a  road,  or  the  opening  or 
improving  of  a  street  or  canal,  near  or 
through  the  land  of  another,  would  inci- 
dentally benefit  the  owner  by  its  resulting 
facilities  to  him,  or  by.  a  consequential  en- 
hancement of  the  estimated  value  of  his 
property,  when,  in  his  own  opinion,  or  even 
in  fact,  considering  the  use  he  makes  and 
intends  to  make  of  it,  such  an  improvement, 
with  such  a  locality,  would  be  inconvenient 
to  him,  and  injuiious  to  his  interest.  .  .  . 
Hence,  when  the  property  of  one  citizen  is 
taken  without  his  consent,  for  the  use  of 
the  whole  community  of  which  be  is  a, 
member,  the  Constitution  imperiously  re- 
quires, not  that  the  public  shall  decide 
whether  he  is  entitled  to  any  compensation, 
but  that  a  just  compensation  shall  be  paid 
or  secured,  and  that  compensation  implies 
the  value,  at  least,  of  the  thing  taken.  Ko 
citizen  can  be  compelled  to  give  his  land 
to  the  public  without  an  equivalent.  And 
what  is  that  equivalent  but  the  value  in 
money  of  the  land  surrendered  to  public 
use?  .  .  .  For  property  taken  for  public 
use  without  the  owner's  consent,  the  Con- 
stitution entitles  him  to  be  paid  in  money 
the  actual  value  of  the  property,  and  the 
actual  or  supposed  advantage  to  him  of  the 
appropriation  cannot  be  set  off  against  that 
value." 

In  Henderson  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Dickerson, 
17  B.  Mon.  173,  68  Am.  Dec.  148,  the  statute 
under  which  the  condemnation  proceedings 
were  instituted  reads:  "The  commission- 
ers, in  making  the  valuation,  shall  take  in- 
to consideration  the  loss  or  damage  which 
shall  accrue  to  the  owner  or  owners,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  land  or  right  of  way  being 
taken  or  surrendered,  and  also  the  benefit  or 
advantage  that  the  owner  or  owners  may 
receive  from  the  construction  or  establish- 
ment of  the  railroad,  or  any  branch  of  it, 
or  its  works;  and  shall  particularly  state 
the  nature  and  value  or  amount  of  each; 
and  the  excess  of  the  loss  or  damage  over 
and  above  the  benefit  and  advantage  to  the 
owner  or  owners  shall  form  the  measure  of 
valuation  of  the  said  land  or  right  of  way." 
In  the  course  of  the  opinion  the  court,  after 
approving  the  principle  laid  down  in  the 
case  of  Sutton's  heirs,  said:  "But  so  far 
as  the  foregoing  provision  tends  to  defeat 
or  render  nugatory  the  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution which  secures  to  the  owner  a  just 
compensation  for  any  of  his  property  that 
may  be  taken  for  public  use,  which  compen- 
sation must  be  made  in  its  actual  value  in 
money,  and  not  in  benefits  and  advantages 
which  mav  be  derived  from  the  construction 
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or  establishment  of  the  railroad,  it  is  wholly 
inoperative,  and  must  be  disregarded."  In 
Elizabetbtown  &  P.  K.  Co.  t.  Helm,  8  Bush, 
681,  the  measure  of  damage  the  owner  was 
entitled  to,  and  against  which  no  benefits 
or  advantages  could  be  offset,  was  arrived 
at  "by  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  entire 
tract  of  land,  excluding  the  enhancement  re- 
sulting from  the  contemplated  improvement ; 
then  (still  excluding  this  enhancement), 
what  will  be  its  value  after  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  portion  .  .  .  proposed  to  be 
taken.  The  difference  in  value  thus  found 
is  the  true  compensation  to  which  the  own- 
er is  entitled."  It  was  further  said  that,  if 
the  owner,  in  addition  to  the  actual  dam- 
age sustained,  seeks  indemnity  for  conse- 
quential inconvenience  or  injury,  these  pro- 
spective damages  are  to  be  considered  by  tak- 
ing a  survey  of  all  the  advantages  and  ben- 
efits which  may  be  reasonably  anticipated 
to  result  from  the  prudent  construction  and 
operation  of  the  proposed  railway,  and,  if 
the  balance  be  against  the  owner  of  the  land, 
then,  to  the  extent  that  such  balance  dimin- 
ishes its  market  value,  he  should  have  a 
judgment  on  account  of  his  incidental  dam- 
ages^ otherwise,  he  is  entitled  to  nothing. 
And  this  rule  was  followed  in  Asher  v. 
Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  87  Ky.  391,  8  S.  W. 
854;  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Ingram,  12 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  456,  14  S.  W.  634;  West  Vir- 
ginia, P.  &  T.  R.  Co.  V.  Gibson,  94  Ky.  234, 
21  S.  W.  1066.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  it 
was  the  well -settled  law  before  the  present 
Constitution  that  benefits  and  advantages 
could  not  be  offset  against  the  compensa- 
tion to  which  the  owner  was  entitled  for  the 
property  taken,  but  that  such  advantages 
might  be  set  off  against  consequential  in- 
convenience or  injury;  and  that  the  word 
"taken"  was  construed  to  embrace  the  in- 
jury to  the  residue  of  the  tract  as  well  as 
that  actually  taken. 

But,  in  addition  to  §  13,  there  was  em- 
bodied in  the  present  Constitution  §  242, 
which  reads,  in  part,  that  "municipal  and 
other  corporations,  and  individuals  invest- 
ed with  the  privilege  of  taking  private  prop- 
erty for  public  use,  shall  make  just  com- 
pensation for  property  taken,  injured,  or  de- 
stroyed by  them;  which  compensation  shall 
be  paid  before  such  taking,  or  paid  or  se- 
cured, at  the  election  of  such  corporation  or 
individual,  before  such  injury  or  destruc- 
tion. .  .  ."  This  section  is  more  com- 
prehensive than  §  13,  as,  in  addition  to  pro- 
viding that  the  owner  shall  be  compensated 
for  property  taken,  it  also  declares  that  he 
shall  be  compensated  for  property  injured 
or  destroyed.  So  that,  under  the  present 
Constitution,  there  cannot  be  any  doubt  that 
the  owner  is  as  much  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion for  property  injured  or  destroyed  as  he 
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is  to  compensation  for  that  actually  taken. 
Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  words  "in- 
jured or  destroyed"  were  used  advisedly, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  affording  the  owner 
full  indemnity  for  the  loss  suffered  by  hiu. 
While  this  constitutional  provision  docs  not 
materially  depart  from  the  construction  giv- 
en by  this  court  to  the  like  provision  in 
former  Constitutions,  it  is  manifest  that  it 
was  placed  in  the  organic  law  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  safe  and  plain  the  measure 
of  damage  the  owner  should  be  entitled  to. 
If  the  owner  could  only  recover  compensa- 
tion for  the  value  of  the  property  actually 
taken  and  proposed  to  be  occupied  by  the 
public  improvement,  in  many  instances  it 
would  fall  far  short  of  just  compensation. 
It  might  often  happen  that  the  value  of  the 
land  actually  taken  wQuld  be  small  in  com- 
parison with  the  direct  injury  to  the  re- 
mainder of  his  property.  The  land  a  part 
of  which  it  was  proposed  to  take  might 
be  go  situated  or  surrounded  as  that  the 
taking  of  a  narrow  strip  or  small  parcel 
would  greatly  diminish  or  virtually  destroy 
the  value  of  the  remainder  of  the  tract. 
To  illustrate,  a  tract  of  land  might  be 
worth  $1,000,  and,  valued  in  proportion  to 
the  whole,  the  part  actually  taken  might 
not  be  worth  $50,  and  yet  the  taking  and 
occupancy  of  this  part  might  injure  the 
market  value  of  the  remainder  of  the  tract 
$500.  It  was  to  protect  the  owner  from 
conditions  like  this  that  provision  was  made 
tp  compensate  him  for  the  injury  to  his 
property  as  well  as  the  taking  of  it.  If  it 
were  allowable  to  set  off  benefits,  the  result 
would  be  that  in  many  cases  the  landowner 
would  not  receive  adequate,  or  perhaps  any, 
compensation  for  his  property  injured  or 
destroyed.  The  jury  or  court  trying  the 
case  might  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  bene- 
fits equaled  the  damage  to  the  remainder 
of  the  tract  other  than  that  actually  tak- 
en, and  so  the  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion intended  to  protect  the  property  of  the 
individual,  and  secure  to  him  just  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  sustained,  would  fall 
to  accomplish  its  purpose. 

The  language  of  §  242  embraces  the  tak- 
ing or  injury  of  private  property  for  pub- 
lic use  by  any  corporation  or  person.  In 
short,  whenever  a  person  or  corporation — 
municipal  or  otherwise — ^is  invested  with 
authority  to  take  the  property  of  the  in- 
dividual for  a  public  use,  the  compensation 
to  which  the  individual  is  entitled  must  be 
measured  by  the  same  standard,  and  in 
conformity  with  this  section.  It  makes  no 
provision  for  setting  off  the  benefits  or 
advantages  that  the  owner  may  derive  from 
the  contemplated  improvement,  against  the 
compensation  to  which  he  is  entitled  for 
the   property   taken,   injured,   or   destroyed 
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by  the  improvement.  Tlie  owner  is  entitled, 
as  a  matter  of  right,  to  compensation  for 
the  direct  and  actual  damage  or  loss  sus- 
tained by  reason  of  the  taking  or  injury 
to  his  property,  and  this  compensation — 
which  must  be  paid  in  money — cannot  be 
diminished  by  evidence  of  benefits  that  may 
accrue  to  him  as  a  consequence  of  the  im- 
provement If  the  prospective  benefits  or  ad- 
vantages could  be  set  off  against  the  prop- 
erty injured  or  destroyed  by  the  improve- 
ment, there  is  no  reason  why  such  benefits  or 
advantages  might  not  be  set  off  against  that 
actually  taken.  As  the  owner  is  entitled  to 
compensation  in  money  for  his  property  ac- 
tually taken,  so  is  he  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion in  money  for  that  injured  or  destroyed. 
As  the  owner  cannot  be  paid  in  benefits  or 
advantages  for  the  property  actually  taken, 
neither  can  he  be  so  paid  for  the  property 
injured  or  destroyed  by  the  taking.  That 
this  is  the  meaning  of  §  242  of  the  present 
Constitution,  and  the  proper  construction 
that  should  be  given  to  it,  has  in  effect  been 
announced  by  this  court  in  more  than  one 
case  decided  since  the  adoption  of  the  pres- 
ent Constitution.  Thus,  in  Henderson  v. 
McClain,  102  Ky.  402,  39  L.R.A.  340,  43 
S.  W.  700,  the  court,  after  citing  §§  13  and 
242,  said:  "The  adoption  of  this  section  [242] 
in  addition  to  the  provisions  of  §  13,  in  our 
view  undoubtedly  indicated  an  intention  to 
change  the  organic  law  of  the  state,  and  to 
abolish  the  requirement  of  diriect  physical 
injury  to  the  property  in  order  to  estaiilish 
a  claim  for  damages."  In  Paducah  v. 
Allen,  111  Ky.  301,  08  Am.  St.  Rep.  422, 
63  S.  W.  981,  the  court  said;  "A  recovery 
may  be  had  in  cases  where  private  property 
has  sustained  a  substantial  damage  by  mak- 
ing and  using  an  improvement  that  is  public 
in  its  character,  by  the  municipality,  al- 
though the  damage  shall*  not  be  caused  by  a 
trespass,  or  an  actual  physical  invasion  of 
the  owner's  real  estate."  In  Richmond  & 
L.  Tump.  Co.  V.  Madison  County  Fiscal  Ct. 
114  Ky.  361,  70  S.  W.  1044,  it  is  said: 
"When  private  property  is  taken  for  public 
use,  the  owner  must  be  placed  in  as  good 
a  situation  financially  as  he  was  before  it 
was  taken.  Otherwise,  to  the  extent  that 
this  is  not  done,  his  property  has  simply 
been  confiscated  for  the  use  of  the  public." 
In  Big  Sandy  R.  Co.  v.  Dils,  120  Ky.  563, 
87  S.  W.  310,  the  court  said:  "The  owner 
is  entitled  to  damages  by  reason  of  the  de- 
preciation in  value  of  the  land  on  account 
of  the  shape  in  which  it  may  be  left,  or  the 
situation  in  which  it  may  be  placed.  Noth- 
ing can  be  deducted  from  the  direct  dam- 
ages, which  include  the  value  of  the  strip 
taken,  the  depreciation  in  value  of  the 
residue  of  the  tract,  and  the  additional  fenc- 
ing rendered  necessary." 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


So  that  we  have  in  this  state  steadfastly 
adhered,  both  by  judicial  construction  and 
constitutional  enactment,  to  the  doctrine 
that  just  compensation  means  compensation 
in  money,  and  that  neither  against  damages 
that  may  be  assessed  for  the  land  actuall; 
taken  by  the  improvement,  nor  against  the 
direct  injury  to  the  residue  of  the  tract,  can 
any  prospective  benefits  or  advantages  be 
set  off.  In  so  holding,  this  court  haa  laid 
down  a  rule  at  variance  with  that  prevailing 
in  many  jurisdictions,  but  in  our  opinion, 
after  a  full  and  careful  consideration  of  the 
question,  it  is  sound  in  principle.  It  ii 
everywhere  recognized  that  the  individual 
cannot  be  compelled,  by  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  eminent  dom^n,  to  surrender  any 
part  of  his  land,  however  insignificant  or 
trifling  in  value  it  may  he,  or  however  much 
the  welfare  of  the  public  demands  the  ex- 
action, unless  he  receives  in  return  a  jnst 
compensation.  Nor  is  there  any  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  what  is  just  compensation 
when  the  entire  tract  or  body  of  land  is  tak- 
en, as  ail  the  courts  agree  that,  in  such  a 
case,  the  owner  is  entitled  to  the  marketer 
vendible  value  of  his  property,  and  no  ques- 
tion of  benefits  or  advantages  to  him  can 
enter  into  the  case.  But,  when  only  a  part 
of  his  land  is  taken,  there  is  great  diversity 
of  opinion  as  to  what  benefits  to  the  residue 
•hould  be  considered  in  estimating  the  dam- 
age he  has  sustained  by  the  taking  of  so 
much  as  is  necessary  for  the  improvement. 
Some  courts  hold  in  this  class  of  cases  that 
any  enhancement  in  value  of  the  residue  of 
the  tract,  by  reason  of  the  improvement, 
should  be  set  off  against  any  injury  to  the 
residue  by  it.  Others  hold  that  only  spe- 
cial and  distinct  benefits  that  the  residue 
will  receive  from  the  improvement  can  be 
treated  as  diminishing  the  damages  to  it. 
In  support  of  these  views  authorizing  bene- 
fits to  be  set  off  against  injury,  the  courts 
have  advanced  various  reasons,  which  may 
be  fotmd  in  Lewis  on  Eminent  Domain, 
§§  671  et  seq.  But  it  seems  to  us  that  it  is  un- 
just to  the  landowner  to  attempt  to  pay  faim 
in  probable  or  prospective  benefits  for  an  ac- 
tual injury  that  he  has  sustained,  and  that, 
when  his  land  is  taken  or  injured,  he  is  en- 
titled, without  reference  to  any  benefits  or 
advantages  the  proposed  improvement  may 
confer,  to  be  compensated  in  money  for  the 
loss  he  has  suffered.  We  are  unable  to  per- 
ceive any  sound  reason  why  a  person  who, 
under  authority  of  law,  takes  the  property 
of  another,  should  be  permitted  to  set  off 
against  the  value  of  the  property  taken,  or 
the  direct  damage  done  to  that  not  taken, 
supposed  advantages  that  the  owner  may  de- 
rive from  the  completion  of  the  improve- 
ment. In  cases  like  this  the  owner  do«3 
not  voluntarily  surrender  his  property.     He 
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only  parti  with  it  becauae  the  mandate  of 
the  law  compels  him  to  do  bo.  When  the 
law  thus  takes  from  him  against  his  will 
that  which  be  does  not  desire  to  part  with, 
reason  and  justice  demand  that  he  should 
be  compensated  for  the  loss  sustained,  and 
this  compensation  he  should  be  paid  in  mon- 
ey. The  person  for  whose  benefit  the  land 
it  taken  should  not  be  allowed  to  diminish 
this  compensation  by  evidence  of  prospective 
benefits  that  the  proposed  improvement  will 
confer  npon  the  owner.  The  improvement 
is  not  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner  of 
the  land.  He  may,  in  fact,  be  strongly  op- 
posed to  it.  In  his  opinion  it  may  be  of  no 
advantage  to  him,  and,  yet,  according  to  the 
view  of  many  courts,  he  must,  against  his 
consent,  not  only  part  with  his  land,  but  be 
paid  for  it  in  probable  benefits.  It  is,  too,  a 
curious  fact  that  many  courts,  although 
holding  to  the  view  that  benefits  may  be  set 
off  against  direct  injury  to  the  remainder  of 
the  tract,  refuse  to  permit  these  benefits  to 
be  set  off  against  the  damage  done  by  the 
logs  of  so  much  of  the  property  as  is  ac- 
tually taken  for  the  improvement.  Why  this 
distinction  should  be  made  is  not  apparent. 
When  it  is  conceded  that  the  owner  is  enti- 
tled to  compensation  for  the  injury  to  the 
Rsidne  of  his  land, — and  npon  this  point 
there  is  entire  unanimity  of  .opinion,' — why 
should  this  injury  be  diminished  by  benefits, 
and  yet  heneflta  not  be  allowed  to  reduce  the 
damage  caused  by  the  loss  of  the  property 
actually  taken  T  The  injury  to  the  owner, 
except  in  degree,  is  the  aame  in  both  in- 
stances. The  part  taken  is  lost  to  him,  and 
the  part  remaining  has  been  reduced  in  val- 
ue. We  therefore  submit  that  there  are 
only  two  positions  that  can  be  logically  tak- 
en,— one  is.  that  benefits  may  be  set  off 
against  the  injury  whether  it  grow  out  of 
the  loss  of  the  land  actually  taken  or  the 
damage  to  the  residue  of  the  tract,  and  the 
other  is  that  benefits  should  not  be  permit- 
ted, in  any  state  of  case,  to  diminish  the  ac- 
tual loss  sustained. 

Holding  to  the  last  view,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  so  much  of  §  4292  as  per- 
mits benefits  to  the  residue  of  the  tract  to 
be  set  off  against  the  direct  damage  to  it  is 
in  conflict  with  the  Constitution  as  hereto- 
fore and  now  construed,  and  hence  the  in- 
struction fixing  the  measure  of  damage,  al- 
though it  followed  the  statute,  is  incorrect. 
Under  this  construction,  the  same  rule  will 
obtain  in  road  cases  as  has  been  applied  in 
cases  where  it  was  sought  to  condemn  land 
for  railroads  and  other  public  improvements. 
There  is  no  room  or  reason  for  any  distinc- 
tion in  this  particular.  The  measure  or  com- 
pensation should  be  the  same  without  ref- 
erence to  the  purpose  for  which  the  proper- 
ty is  taken.  On  another  trial,  the  court,  in 
2«LJl.A.(N.S.) 


addition  to  the  instruction  as  to  the  neces- 
sity for  the  road,  should,  on  the  question  of 
damages,  instruct  the  jury  to  allow  such  a 
sum  as  will  be  just  compensation  to  the 
owners  for  the  land  proposed  to  be  taken, 
considering  it  in  relation  to  the  entire  tract, 
including  any  additional  fencing  which  will 
thereby  be  rendered  necessary,  and  also  just 
compensation  for  such  other  direct  damages, 
if  any,  as  result  to  the  remfcinder  of  the 
tract  by  reason  of  the  situation,  condition, 
or  shape  in  which  it  is  placed  by  the  taking 
of  the  strip  of  land  for  the  road;  but  the 
amount  of  damages  assessed  should  not  ex- 
ceed in  all  the  difference  between  the  actual 
value  of  the  entire  tract  immediately  before, 
and  the  actual  value  of  the  remainder  im- 
mediately after,  the  taking,  excluding  from 
consideration  any  enhancement  of  or  benefit 
to  the  land  not  taken  by  reason  of  the  open- 
ing or  use  of  the  road.  We  do  not  think  it 
necessary  in  this  case  that  there  should  be 
submitted  an  instruction  upon  the  question 
of  consequential  or  prospective  benefits  or 
damoges  that  may  result  to  the  owner  from 
the  opening  of  the  road.  Such  benefits  or 
damages  would  be  too  remote  and  specula- 
tive to  be  estimated  with  anything  like  rea- 
sonable certainty,  and  the  submission  of  an 
issue  like  this  would  only  serve  to  confuse 
and  mislead  the  jury  in  arriving  at  a  cor- 
rect adjustment  of  the  real  questions  in  the 
case.  But  aside  from  this  consideration,  un- 
der the  rule  we  have  laid  down,  the  owner 
will  get  all  he  is  entitled  to, — just  compen- 
sation for  the  injury  and  loss  he  has  suf- 
fered. 

On  the  question  of  costs  this  may  be  said: 
The  commissioners  in  their  report  to  the 
county  court  assessed  the  damages  to  the 
Broadway  Coal  Company  at  $35,  and  the 
damages  in  favor  of  J.  L.  Southard  at  $75. 
In  the  circuit  court  each  of  these  parties 
succeeded  in  recovering  more  than  was  al- 
lowed by  the  commissioners.  Section -4299 
of  the  Kentucky  Statutes  reads:  "The  court 
may  open  or  alter  a  road  on  condition  that 
all  or  a  part  of  the  sum  required  to  be  paid 
to  the  owner  and  tenant,  and  the  cost  of 
procedure,  shall  be  paid  by  the  applicants, 
or  on  condition  that  the  applicants  wholly 
or  in  part  open  or  alter  the  road;  but  if  the 
court  be  of  the  opinion  that  such  sum  or 
sums  and  the  cost  of  the  proceedings  shall  be 
paid  by  the  county,  it  shall  order  the  same 
to  be  paid  to  the  person  or  persons  entitled 
thereto."  In  cases  like  this  the  landowner 
cannot  be  charged  with  any  cost  in  the 
county  court,  although  he  may  in  that  court 
file  exceptions  to  the  commissioners'  report, 
and  demand  a  jury  trial.  The  costs  in  that 
court  must  be  paid  as  provided  in  g  4299. 
But  if  the  owner  is  not  satisfied  with  the 
judgment  in  the  county  court,  and  prose- 
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cutes  an  appeal  to  the  circuit  court,  whether 
the  appeal  be  taken  from  a  judgment  ren- 
dered upon  the  verdict  of  t^  jury  or  the  re- 
port of  the  commissioners,  he  must  pay  the 
costs  in  the  circuit  court,  unless  he  re- 
covers damages  in  that  court  in  a  larger 
sum  than  was  awarded  him  in  the  county 
court.  But,  if  he  succeeds  in  increasing  in 
the  circuit  court  the  damages  allowed  him 
in  the  county  court,  then  the  costs  in  both 
courts  must  be  paid  as  directed  in  the  stat- 
ute, supra.  Vice  v.  Eden,  113  Ky.  256,  68 
S.  W.  125;  Story  v.  Little  (Ky.)  121  S.  W. 
1023;  Barrall  v.  Quick,  111  Ky.  22,  03  S. 
W.  33. 

Wherefore  the  judgment  is  reversed,  v;it'n 
directions  for  a  new  trial  in  conformity  with 
this  opinion. 


ARKANSAS   SUPREME   COURT. 

ST.  LOUIS,  IRON  MOUNTAIN,  &  SOUTH- 
ERN RAILWAY  COMPANY,  Appt., 

V. 

J.  M.  TOWNES. 
(—  Ark.  — ,  124  S.  W.  1036.) 

Carrier  —  notice  —  duty  of  shipper. 

1.  One  who  delivers  property  to  a  carrier 
to  be  transported  to  his  own  order  at  a 
town  where  he  does  not  reside  and  has  no 
representative  or  place  of  business,  under 
a  bill  of  lading  requiring  notice  to  be  given 
him  of  its  arrival,  is  bound  to  put  himseli 
in  a  position  to  receive  the  notice. 
Appeal  —  transcript  —  omitted    matter 

^  effect. 

2.  A  reversal  for  error  in  the  allowance 
of  damages  cannot  be  prevented  by  the  fact 
that  evidence  was  omitted  from  the  tran- 
script, if  the  omitted  evidence  was  of  d 
character  which  could  have  no  bearing  upon 
the  question  of  the  damages  allowed. 

(January  24,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  CoiSrt  for  Clark  County 
in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  alleged  to  have  been  caused 
by  wrongful  failure  of  defendant  promptly 
to  notify  plaintiff  of  the  arrival  at  its 
destination  of  certain  grain  which  it  had 
transported.    Reversed. 

Tlie  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Klnsworthy.  &  Rhoton  and 
James  H.  Stevenson,  for  appellant: 

The  contract  being  that  defendant  should 
transport  the  grain  to  Texarkana,  and  there 
hold  the  same  subject  to  shippers'  order,  it 
became  the  duty  of  the  railroad  company 
to  hold  the  car  at  Texarkana,  until  the  pro- 
duction of  the  bill  of  lading,  properly  in- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


dorsed  by  the  shipper;  and  fhen  to  deliver 
it  to  the  holder  thereof. 

Arkansas  Southern  R.  Co.  t.  German  Nat. 
Bank,  77  Ark.  482,  113  Am.  St.  Rep.  160, 
92  S.  W.  522. 

If  the  consignee  or  person  designated  can- 
not be  found  at  the  place  directed,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  carrier  to  retain  the  goods,  or 
store  them  for  the  owner. 

The  Thames,  14  Wall.  98,  20  L.  ed.  804. 

The  direction  to  notify  him  at  Texarkana. 
did  not  require  notice  to  be  given  to  him  at 
Little  Rock,  since  when  the  address  of  the 
consgnee  is  unknown,  absent,  or  not  found, 
notice  is  not  required. 

Hutchinson,  Carr.  §§  709,  723. 

Messrs.  B.  S.  Johnson  and  J.  V.  John- 
son for  appellee. 

HcCnlloeh,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  is  an  action  instituted  by  the  plain- 
tiff,  J.  M.  Townes,  against  the  St.  Louis, 
Iron  Mountain,  &  Southern  Rairway  Com- 
pany, to  recover  damages  for  alleged 
breaches  of  contracts  of  carriage  of  numer- 
ous car  loads  of  oats  and  a  car  load  of  bran. 
All  except  four  car  loads  were  shipments 
from  points  in  Nebraska  and  Missouri  to 
Texarkana,   Arkansas,   and   the   four   were 


Note. '—  Absence  of  consignee,  lack  of 
address,  or  other  similar  etrcutn- 
sta$ices,  as  excusing  performance  of 
carrier's  duty  to  give  notice. 

The  question  presupposes  that  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
carrier  to  give  notice.  Upon  that  question, 
see  Poythress  v.  Durham  &  S.  R.  Co.  18 
L.R.A.  (N.S.)   427,  and  accompanying  note. 

A  carrier's  liability  as  such  ceases  when 
undelivered  freight  is  placed  *  in  a  ware- 
house, the  company  being  in  no  fault  for 
failure  to  notify  the  consignee  of  its  ar- 
rival where  he  had  no  fixed  residence  and 
the  company  had  no  knowledge  of  his  tem- 
porary stopping  place.  Butler  v.  East  Ten- 
nessee &  V.  R.  Co.  8  Lea,  32. 

A  carrier  cannot  be  put  in  default  for 
failure  to  give  a  consignee  notice,  where  tlief 
shipment  in  question  was  addressed  to  a 
place  that  was  not  the  usual  shipping  point 
of  the  consignee.  .American  Standard  Jew- 
elry Co.  V.  Witherington,  81  Ark.  134,  98 
S.  W.  095. 

The  duty  of  a  consignee  to  give  such  in- 
formation as  will  enable  a  carrier  to  give 
notice  of  the  arrival  of  goods  is  also  pointed 
out  in  Pelton  v.  Rensselaer  &  S.  R.  Co.  54 
N.  Y.  214,  13  Am.  Rep.  568,  where  the  de- 
fendant railroad,  having  no  information  as 
to  the  consignee's  residence  or  postoffiee  ad- 
dress, stored  the  property  in  its  warehouse, 
and  was  held  to  no  further  liability  than 
that  of  warehouseman. 

A  carrier  was  held  discharged  of  liability 
under  the  facts  of  Northrop  ▼.  Syracuse,  B. 
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shipmenta  from  Texarkana  to  Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas.  The  consignments  to  Texarkana 
were  purchases  made  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
shipped  by  his  vendors  to  the  shipper's  own 
order,  the  bills  of  lading  containing  direc- 
tions to  "notify  J.  M.  Towues,  Texarkana, 
Arkansas."  Plaintiff  resided  at  Little  Rock, 
and  was  engaged  here  in  business.  He  had 
no  place  of  business  nor  agent  at  Texarkana. 
The  bills  of  lading  were  sent  to  a  bank  in 
Little  Rock,  attnched  to  drafts  of  the  sev- 
eral vendors  on  the  plaintiff  for  the  pur- 
chase price  of  the  products  sold.  These  pur- 
chases and  consignments  were  not  all  made 
at  the  same  time,  but  were  scattered  through 
the  months  of  September  and  October,  1907. 
As  soon  as  the  drafts  reached  Little  Rock, 
which  was  usually  a  day  or  two  after  he  re- 
ceived the  invoices  from  his  vendors,  and 
before  the  consignments  had  time  to  reach 
Texarkana,  plaintiff  resold  the  produce  to 
the  Josey  Grain  Company  of  Texarkana,  and 
at  his  request  the  bank  at  Little  Rock  for- 
warded to  a  bank  at  Texarkana  his  drafts 
on  the  Josey  Grain  Company  for  the  pur- 
chase price,  with  the  bills  of  .lading  at- 
tached. In  the  ordinary  course  of  trans- 
portation, it  usually  required  ten  or  eleven 
days  for  the  cars  to  reach  Te.xarkana  after 


shipment,  and  there  is  no  evidence  that  the 
cars  were  not  promptly  transported  to  said 
destination.  When  they  reached  there,  the 
agent  of  the  railway  company  promptly 
notified  the  Josey  Grain  Company  of  their 
arrival.  Mr.  Josey,  of  the  Josey  Grain  Com- 
pany, testified  that  he,  in  turn,  notified 
plaintiff.  Plaintiff  denied  this,  however, 
and  the  testimony  on  this  point  is  con- 
flicting. No  notice  was  given  directly  by 
the  railroad  company  to  plaintiff.  The 
Josey  Grain  Company  declined  to  receive 
the  shipment  on  account  of  stringency  of 
money  matters  and  dullness  of  the  grain 
market  at  that  time.  The  cars  remained  in 
the  railroad  yards  at  Texarkana,  and  plain- 
tiff testified  that  the  first  intimation  he  had 
of  the  arrival  of  the  cars  was  on  November 
23d,  when  he  discovered  the  fact  by  accident 
from  the  company's  claim  agent  at  Little 
Rock.  He  made  no  inquiry  for  the  cars,  he 
says,  and  was  not  in  Texarkana  during  that 
period,  and  neither  gave  directions  to  the 
company  for  the  forwarding  of  notice  to 
him  of  the  arrival  of  the  cars,  nor  made 
any  arrangements  with  anyone  in  Texar- 
kana to  receive  notice  for  him,  further  than 
to  forward  the  bills  of  lading  to  the  bank, 
attached  to  the  drafts  on  the  Josey  Grain 


&  N.  Y.  R.  Co.  2  N.  Y.  Trans.  App.  383, 
where  it  was  said:  "The  goods  had  securely 
arrived  at  their  place  of  destination.  The 
consignee  was  absent,  residing  some  15 
miles  distant.  He  had  no  agent  to  whom 
delivery  could  be  made,  or  to  whom  notice 
could  be  given'.  Can  the  consignee,  by  his 
neglect  of  duty  in  this  regard,  continue  the 
strict  liability  of  the  carrier  until  it  shall 
suit  his  convenience  or  pleasure  to  call  for 
the  goods?  I  think  not,  and  the  carrier  can 
properly  do  what  he  did  in  this  case,— de- 
posit the  same  in  a  freight  house, — and 
that  then  his  strict  liability  as  carrier 
ceased." 

In  pointing  out  that  notice  to  a  con- 
signee by  a  carrier  takes  the  place  of  a  per- 
sonal delivery  to  him,  the  court  said  in 
Fisk  v.  Newton,  1  Denio,  45,  43  Am.  Dec. 
649:  "So,  when  goods  are  safely  conveyed 
to  the  place  of  destination  and  the  con- 
signee is  dead,  absent,  or  refuses  to  receive, 
or  is  not  knowuj  and  cannot,  after  due  ef- 
forts are  made,  be  found,  the  carrier  may 
discharge  himself  from  further  responsi- 
bility by  placing  the  goods  in  store  with 
some  responsible  third  person  in  that  busi- 
ness at  the  place  of  delivery  for  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  owner." 

Although  the  point  in  question  was  not 
presented  for  decision,  the  court  took  occa- 
sion to  formulate,  in  Fenner  v.  Buffalo  & 
SUte  Ijne  R.  Co.  44  N.  Y.  505,  4  Am.  Rep. 
709,  the  following  rules  as  to  the  delivery 
of  goods  at  their  place  of  destination  by  a 
railroad  carrier:  "If  the  consignee  is  pres- 
ent upon  the  arrival  of  the  goods,  he  must 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


take  them  without  unreasonable  delay.  If 
he  is  not  present,  but  lives  at  or  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  place  of  delivery, 
the  carrier  must  notify  him  of  the  arrival 
of  the  goods,  and  then  he  has  a  reasonable 
time  to  take  and  remove  them.  If  he  is  ab- 
sent, unknown,  or  cannot  be  found,  then  the 
carrier  can  place  the  goods  in  its  freight 
house,  and,  after  keeping  them  a  reason- 
able time,  if  the  consignee  does  not  call  for 
them,  its  liability  as  a  common  carrier 
ceases." 

In  Brounton  v.  Southern  P.  Co.  2  Cal. 
App.  173,  83  Pac.  265,  goods  were  received 
by  a  carrier  for  transportation  under  an 
agreement  that  they  should  be  removed  im- 
mediately, being  at  the  owner's  risk  after 
arrival.  It  happened  that  the  oonsigneeo 
was  out  of  town  on  the  day  of  the  arrival  of 
the  shipment,  and,  within  two  or  three 
hours,  the  goods  were  destroyed  by  fire 
without  fault  on  the  part  of  the  defendant. 
The  plaintiff  was  nonsuited  and,  in  afllrm- 
ing,  the  appellate  court  said,  in  addition  to 
other  points  in  the  case,  on  the  question 
of  notice,  that  it  might  be  said  that  tho 
company  should  have  notified  the  consignee 
immediately  of  the  arrival  of  the  goods,  but 
that  in  this  respect  all  that  would  be  re- 
quired would  be  that  notice  be  sent  through 
the  mail  where  the  consignee  was  not  pres- 
ent to  receive  nny  verbal  notice,  and  that, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  fire,  it  be- 
came immaterial  whether  there  was  any 
notice  attempted  to  be  given,  because  he 
could  not  have  been  notified  before  the  flre. 
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Company,  irliich  authorized  the  latter  to 
take  up  the  draft  and  bills  of  lading  and 
receive  the  cars. 

Plaintiff  claims  the  right  to  recover  dam- 
ages on  account  of  the  company's  failure  to 
notify  him  of  the  arrival  of  the  cars,  and  he 
attempted  to  prove  damages  by  reason  of 
loss  in  weights  and  depreciation  in  prices 
during  the  delay.  It  seelns  clear  to  us  that 
on  this  state  of  facts  the  plaintiff  is  not 
entitled  to  recover.  As  the  company  was 
required  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  to  give 
him  notice  of  the  arrival  of  the  cars  at  Tex- 
arkana,  there  was  a  corresponding  duty  de- 
volving on  him  to  put  himself  in  position  to 
receive  the  notice,  so  that  the  same  would 
be  available.  Any  attempt  to  give  him  no- 
tice at  Texarkana  would  have  proved  fruit- 
less, for  he  was  not  there  to  receive  it;  and, 
before  he  can  complain  at  the  failure  of  the 
company  to  comply  with  the  contract  by 
giving  him  the  notice,  he  must  have  first 
performed  the  contract  impliedly  imposed 
on  him  to  put  himself  in  position  to  receive 
the  notice.  He  cannot  complain  when  he 
has  failed  to  perform  his  part  of  the  con- 
tract, for,  when  he  failed  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  carrier  to  give  him  notice,  he 
impliedly  agreed  for  the  latter  to  hold  the 
goods  until  the  bills  of  lading  were  pre- 
sented by  someone.  This  is  what  the  law 
required  the  carrier  to  do,  and  he  could  ex- 
pect nothing  more.  "It  is  the  duty  of  the 
consignee,"  says  Mr.  Hutchinson,  "to-  be  on 
hand  and  ready  to  receive  the  goods.  He 
cannot  absent  himself,  and  thus  put  it  out 
of  the  power  of  the  carrier  to  make  a  de- 
livery to  him,  and  hold  him  during  his  ab- 
sence to  the  extraordinary  cafe  of  the  goods 
required  of  the  carrier.  If,  therefore,  he  be 
absent  when  the  carrier  is  ready  to  deliver 
the  goods,  and  has  left  no  agent  known  to 
the  carrier  to  whom  delivery  can  be  made 
for  him,  or  to  whom  notice  can  be  given  of 
their  arrival,  the  carrier  becomes  at  once 
a  mere  warehouseman  of  the  goods."  2 
Hutchinson,  Carr.  §  723.  The  supreme 
court  of  Indiana,  speaking  on  this  subject, 
said:  "The  doctrine  that  the  carrier's  duty 
to  deliver  and  the  consignee's  duty  to  re- 
ceive are  reciprocal,  and  that  each  must 
be  maintained,  is  approved  by  the  plainest 
considerations  of  justice,  and  is  necessary 
to  prevent  wrong  and  imposition."  Adams 
Exp.  Co.  V.  Darnell,  31  Ind.  20,  99  Am.  Dec. 
682.  The  above  quotations  are  taken  from 
discussions  of  the  general  question  aa  to 
when  liability  as  a  carrier  ce.is€s  and  that 
of  a  warehouseman  begins;  but  the  principle 
is  the  same  in  determining  the  question  of 
liability  of  the  carrier  for  failing  to  give 
notice,  where  damages  are  alleged  to  have 
resulted  from  such  delay.  The  four  car 
loads  of  oats  consigned  to  Arkadelphia  were 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.)' 


shipped  by  plaintiff  to  his  own  order  with 
directions  to  notify  Arkadelphia  Rolling 
Mills,  to  whom  plaintiff  had  sold  the  oats, 
and  that  company  was  duly  notified  of  tlie 
arrival  of  the  cars,  but  refused  to  receive 
the  oats  on  account  of  finding  them  to  be  in 
a  damaged  condition.  Plaintiff  was  not 
promptly  notified  of  the  refusal  of  the  Ar- 
kadelphia Rolling  Mills  to  accept  these  can, 
and  he  sues  to  recover  demurrage  chargci 
during  the  period  of  delay,  which  he  vru 
required  to  pay,  and  also  allied  damage 
to  the  oats.  The  evidence  on  this  branch  of 
the  case  is  not  sufficient  to  show  the  con- 
dition the  oats  were  in  when  they  were 
shipped,  BO  it  was  impossible  for  the  jurr 
to  determine  how  much  the  damage  was,  if 
any,  caused  by  the  delay.  We  cannot  deter- 
mine from  the  verdict  how  much  the  jot; 
allowed  for  this. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff  insist  that  the  bill 
of  exceptions  does  not  contain  all  the  evi- 
dence, and  that  for  that  reason  we  should 
indulge  the  presumption  that  the  judgment 
is  correct  and  affirm  it.  The  trial  judge 
certifies  in  the  bill  of  exceptions  that  it 
contains  all  the  evidence,  but  the  clerk,  in 
making  up  the  transcript,  omits  some  of  the 
writings  which  were  read  in  evidence  and 
called  for  in  the  bill  of  exceptions.  These 
omitted  writings  consisted  of  orders  of  the 
railroad  commission,  and  matters  of  corre- 
spondence after  the  alleged  damage  occurred 
and  during  the  period  of  attempted  adjust- 
ment, and  none  of  them  affect  the  question 
of  appellant's  liability  so  far  as  concerns 
the  points  necessary  to  decide  in  disposing 
of  the  case  here.  The  contents  of  those 
writings  could  not  affect  those  questions,  ao 
we  cannot  indulge  the  presumption  that 
they  contained  evidence  sufficient  to  estab- 
lish liability  of  appellant.  North  State  F. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Dillard,  88  Ark.  473,  115  S.  W. 
164;  Wadly  v.  Leggitt,  82  Ark.  262,  118 
Am.  St.  Rep.  70,  101  S.  W.  720.  Other 
questions  raised  in  the  case  need  not  be  de- 
cided. 

Reversed  and  remanded  for  new  triaL 


ARKANSAS  SUPREME  COITRT. 

MRS.  Z.  F.  MASON  et  al.,  Appts., 

V. 

DIERKS  LUMBER  &  COAL  COMPAN'Y. 
(—  Ark.  — ,  126  S.  W.  656.) 

Homestead  —  sale  —  estoppel  of  wife. 

1.  A  wife  is  not  estopped  to  claim  her 
rights  in  the  homestead  by  the  fact  that  at 
the  time  it  was  sold  by  her  husband  she 
was  living  apart  from  him  in  another  state 
and  he  represented  that  he  was  unmarried. 
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Estoppel  —  belrs  of  homesteader  ->  mis- 
representations in  sale. 
2.  Fraudulent     representationi     by     the 
.  owner  of  a  homestead  to  the  effect  'Uiat  he 
is  nnmarried,  by  which   he   effects   a  sale 
of  the  property,  estop  his  heirs  from  set- 
ting up  the  invalidity  of  the  conveyance  on 
the  ground  that  his  wife  did  not  join  in  it. 

(February  14,  1010.) 

iPPEAL  by  plaintiffs  from  a  decree  of 
the  Howard  Chancery  court  in  defend- 
ant's favor  in  an  action  brought  to  set 
aside  an  alleged  fraudulent  conveyance  of 
a  certain  homestead.    Modified. 

Statement  by  Wood,  J.: 

This  is  an  action  by  Mrs.  Z.  F.  Mason, 
wife  of  the  late  George  E.  Mason,  and  the 
heirs  at  law  of  the  said  George  E.  Mason, 
to  set  aside  a  deed  which  George  E.  Mason 
executed  to  the  appellee,  the  Dierks  Lum- 
ber &  Coal  Company,  to  the  land  in  contro- 


versy, upon  the  ground  that  said  land  at  the 
time  of  the  execution  of  said  deed  was  the 
homestead  of  the  said  George  E.  Mason,  and 
his  wife  did  not  join  him  in  the  execution 
of  said  deed.  There  was  a  prayer  also  to 
have  appellee  enjoined  from  cutting  and  re- 
moving the  timber  growing  on  the  land, 
until  said  action  could  be  heard.  The  an- 
swer seta  up  three  defenses  to  the  complaint, 
as  follows:  (1)  Mrs.  Mason  was  not  the 
wife  of  George  E.  Mason  at  the  time  of  the 
conveyance;  (2)  she  was  living  apart  from 
her  husband  at  the  execution  of  said  deed; 
(3)  that  George  E.  Mason  at  the  time  of 
the  execution  of  said  deed  represented  to  ap- 
pellee that  he  was  a  single  or  unmarried 
man,  and  fojr  that  reason  his  said  wife  and 
heirs  at  law  are  estopped  from  asserting 
any  claim  or  title  to  said  land. 

The  evidence  shows  that  Mrs.  Z.  F.  Mason 
was  married  to  George  E.  Mason  "in  Cham- 
bers county,  Alabama,  November  5,  1803. 
She  testified   that  they  lived  together  as 


Sote.  —  E»toppel  of  wife  living  apart 
from  huabimd  to  claim  homestead,  or 
doiver  as  against  purchaser  ignorant 
of  the  relationship. 

Dower. 

The  mere  fact  that  a  wife  lives  apart  from 
lier  husband  will  not  estop  her  to  claim 
dower  in  his  land  as  against  innocent  pur- 
chasers who  were  unaware  of  her  relation- 
ship to  their  vendor,  even  though  the  hus- 
band may  have  represented  that  he  was 
(ingle  or  that  another  was  his  wife,  if  that 
is  the  only  element  of  estoppel  in  the  case, 
and  she  ud  nothing  to  deceive  purchasers. 
Hilton  ▼.  Sloan  (Utah)  108  Pac.  689; 
Stevens  v.  Wooderson,  38  Ind.  App.  617,  78 
X.  E.  681;  Cazier  v.  Hinehey,  143  Mo.  203, 
44  8.  W.  1052;  Smith  v.  Fuller,  138  Iowa, 
91,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  98,  115  N.  W.  912; 
Hall  V.  Marshall,  139  Mich.  123,  111  Am. 
St.  Rep.  404,  102  N.  W.  658. 

Failure  of  a  woman  to  search  for  her 
husband,  who  has  disappeared,  will  not  es- 
top her  from  asserting  her  dower  rights  in 
property  which  he  conveyed  during  his  ab- 
sence.   Smith  V.  Fuller,  supra. 

Though  a  woman  was  secretly  married 
and  never  lived  with  her  husband,  she  is  en- 
titled to  dower  as  against  a  mortgagee  who 
was  ignorant  of  her  marriage,  when  she 
had  no  fraudulent  purpose.  Hall  v.  Mar- 
shall, supra. 

But  not  to  a  homestead  when  she  never 
lived  on  the  premises.     Ibid. 

Where  a  wife  and  her  husband  obtained 
an  invalid  Mormon  Church  divorce,  and  the 
wife  married  another,  while  the  husband 
I'ved  as  a.  single  man,  and  sold  land  to  pur- 
clmsers  who  supposed  that  he  was  single, 
«iich  wife  after  his  death  is  estopped  as 
against  such  purchasers  to  claim  dower, 
although  she  in  good  faith  supposed  the  di- 
vorce to  be  legal.  Hilton  v.  Sloan,  supra. 
29LJlJ^.(N.S.) 


And  where  a  wife  lived  apart  from  but 
near  her  husband,  and  by  agreement  with 
him  allowed  him  to  live  with  another 
woman  and  hold  her  out  as  his  wife,  and 
received  support  from  them,  she  is  estopped 
to  claim  dowir  as  against  an  innocent  pur- 
chaser without  notice  of  the  real  relation- 
ship of  the  parties.  Hoig  y.  Gordon,  17 
Grant,  Ch,  (U.  C.)  699. 

Where  a  husband  deserts  his  wife  and 
then,  without  a  divorce,  lives  with  another 
woman  as  her  husband,  the  wife  is  not  es- 
topped to  claim  dower  as  against  one  claim- 
ing under  such  woman,  by  the  mere  fact 
that  after  learning  of  his  pretended  mar- 
riage with  such  woman  she  took  no  steps 
to  enforce  her  rights  during  his  life.  Dunn 
T.  Portsmouth  Sav.  Bank,  103  Iowa,  538, 
72  N.  W.  687. 

Homestead. 

Where  a  statute  gives  to  a  wife  a  home- 
stead right  unless  forfeited  for  misconduct, 
the  mere  fact  that  she  allowed  her  husband 
to  live  with  another  woman  as  his  assumed 
wife,  will  not  estop  her  to  claim  her  home- 
stead right  as  against  such  other  woman 
even  though  such  woman  should  be  ignorant 
of  the  prior  marriage.  De  France  v.  John- 
son, 26  Fed.  891. 

But  where  a  wife  knowingly  allows  her 
husband  to  live  with  another  woman  as  his 
assumed  wife,  she  is  estopped,  as  against 
innocent  third  parties  who  deal  with  the 
husband  in  ignorance  of  her  relationship  to 
him,  to  set  up  her  homestead  rights  in  real 
estate  of  the  husband  mortgaged  to  such 
third  parties.     Ibid. 

See  also  Hall  v.  Marshall,  supra. 

As  to  conveyance  of  homestead  by  hus- 
band after  abandonment  by  wife,  see  case 
note  to  Murphy  v.  Renner,"  8  L.K..\.  (N.S.) 
565. 
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man  and  wife  until  his  death;  she  gives  the 
names  of  six  children  born  to  them.  Uer 
husband  left  her  to  go  to  Arkansas  about 
September  8,  1897,  and  he  lived  in  Arkansas 
about  five  years,  then  he  returned  and  lived 
with  her  in  Alabama  until  his  death.  There 
was  no  cause  of  separation,  and  he  never 
obtained  any  divorce.  He  went  to  Howard 
county,  Arkansas,  and  homesteaded  about 
ICO  acres  of  land.  He  wrote  her  from  Ar- 
kansas that  he  had  homesteaded  the  land. 
He  told  her  that  he  had  sold  the  land.  She 
never  signed  or  acknowledged  any  deed  to 
the  land."  The  witness  Mrs.  Sarah  Gam- 
miil,  daughter  of  George  E.  Mason,  testilied 
as  follows:  "He  homesteaded  that  land 
from  the  government.  He  resided  on  the 
land  at  the  time  he  homesteaded  it.  He 
lived  with  me  at  that  time.  The  tract  of 
land  was  his  homestead.  At  that  time  he 
was  living  on  the  land  as  his  homestead." 
"He  lived  on  it  five  years  after  he  home- 
steaded it.  During  that  time  he  would  come 
down  and  stay  with  me  two  or  three  months 
at  a  time  and  then  would  go  back.  He 
lived  on  the  land  by  himself  part  of  the 
time,  and  part  of  the  time  Mrs.  Chandler 
was  living  with  him.  She  lived  with  him 
maybe  a  year.  My  father  lived  in  the 
neighborhood  of  this  land  during  all  the 
time  he  was  in  Arkansas,  except  when  he 
was  staying  with  me."  Another  witness 
testified  that  he  "knew  the  land  that  Mason 
homesteaded;  it  was  his  homestead."  The 
testimony  on  behalf  of  appellee  showed  that 
on  February  13,  1903,  it  purchased  the  land 
in  controversy  from  George  E.  Mason,  pay- 
ing him  therefor  the  sum  of  $320.  Mason 
was  living  at  the  time  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Gammill.  Mason  represented 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase  that  he  was  a 
single  man.  Mrs.  Gammill  was  there  at  the 
time  of  the  trading,  and  heard  Mr.  Mason 
represent  himself  as  being  a  single  man. 
The  deed  was  exhibited,  and  was  a  warranty 
deed  from  George  E.  Mason  to  appellee  to 
the  land  in  controversy.  The  consideration 
named  being  $320.  It  was  not  signed  by 
Mrs.  Mason.  In  rebuttal,  Mrs.  Gammill 
testified  that  she  did  not  hear  her  father 
represent  to  the  agent  of  appellee  before  the 
sale  of  the  land  that  be  was  an  unmarried 


Messrs.  W.  D.  I^ee  and  W.  P.  Feazel, 

for  appellants: 

If  the  wife  neither  joined  in  nor  acknowl- 
edged the  deed  it  is  absolutely  void. 

Pipkin  T.  Williams,  67  Ark.  242,  38  Am. 
St.  Rep.  241,  21  S.  W.  433;  Bluff  City  Lum- 
ber Co.  V.  Bloom,  64  Ark.  492,  43  S.  W, 
603;  Park  v.  Park,  71  Ark.  283,  72  8.  W. 
993;  Weitzner  v.  Thingstad,  65  Minn.  244, 
B6  N.  W.  817. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Where,  by  law,  all  conveyances  and  encum- 
brances of  the  homestead  by  one  only  of  the 
spouses  are  declared  to  be  invalid,  they  are 
absolutely  void,  and  may  be  taken  advantage 
of,  by  either  the  wife  or  the  husband,  or  a, 
third  person,  as  if  no  deed  had  been  execut- 
ed. 

Goodwin  v.  Goodwin,  113  Iowa  319,  85 
N.  W.  31;  Morris  v.  Ward,  5  Kan.  239; 
Sherrid  v.  Southwick,  43  Mich.  51.>,  5  X. 
W.  1027;  Abell  v.  Lothrop,  47  Vt.  375; 
Martin  v.  Harrington,  73  Vt.  193,  87  Am, 
St.  Rep.  704,  60  Atl.  1074. 

The  fact  that  the  husband  and  wife  may 
be  living  apart  at  the  time  of  the  convey- 
ance, if  not  divorced,  will  not  in  any  wise 
obviate  the  necessity  of  complying  with  the 
statute  requiring  the  wife  to  join  in  the 
conveyance,  and  to  acknowledge  the  same. 

Duffy  V.  Harris,  66  Ark.  251,  40  L.R_A. 
750,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  925,  45  S.  W.  545; 
Rodgera,  Dom.  Rel.  §  173;  Larson  v.  Butts, 
22  Neb.  370,  35  N.  W.  190:  Chambers  v. 
Cox,  23  Kan.  393;  Rogers  v.  Day,  115  Mich. 
664,  69  Am.  St.  Rep.  693,  74  N.  W.  190; 
Gardner  v.  Gardner,  123  Mich.  673,  82  N. 
W.  622;  France  v.  Bell,  52  Neb.  57,  71  N. 
W.  984;  Herron  v.  Knapp,  S.  &  Co.  Co. 
72  Wis.  653,  40  N.  W.  149;  Alt  v.  Ban- 
holzer,  39  Minn.  511,  12  Am.  St.  Rep.  681, 
40  N.  W.  830;  Johnston  v.  Turner,  29  Ark. 
280. 

Although  Mason  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
veyance represented  himself  as  a  single  or 
unmarried  man,  the  conveyance  is  void,  and 
does  not  operate  against  the  wife  as  an 
estoppel,  though  founded  on  a  valuable  con- 
sideration. 

Halso  V.  Seawright,  66  Ala.  431;  Marks 
V.  Wilson,  116  Ala.  561,  22  So.  134;  Louis- 
ville, St.  L.  &  T.  R.  Co.  V.  Stephens,  96 
Ky.  401,  49  Am.  St.  Rep.  303,  29  S.  W.  14; 
Gober  v.  Smith  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  36  S.  W. 
910;  Law  v.  Butler,  44  Minn.  482,  0  L.R.A. 
856,  47  N.  W.  53;  Cumps  v.  Kiyo,  104  Wis. 
658,"80  N.  W.  937;  Nelson  v.  McDonald,  80 
Wis.  605,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  71,  50  N.  W. 
893;  Davis  v.  Thomas,  66  Neb.  26,  92  N.  W. 
187;  Bigelow,  Estoppel,  338,  340;  Thomp- 
son, Homestead  &  Exemption,  §  474. 

Mr.  John  S.  Kirkpatrick  for  appellee. 

Wood,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  uncontroverted  evidence  establishes 
the  following  facts:  That  Mason  entered 
the  land  in  controversy  as  his  homestead, 
acquired  title  to  it  under  the  homestead 
laws;  that  he  impressed  it  with  the  char- 
acter of  a  homestead  by  residing  on  it  as 
his  home;  that  it  was  his  homestead  at  ttie 
time  it  was  sold,  and  that  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Z.  F.  Mason,  did  not  join  him  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  deed;  that  before  the  deed  w^d 
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executed  Mason  represented  that  he  was  an 
unmarried  man  to  the  agent  who  negotiated 
the  sale  for  appellee,  and  who  asked  Mason 
before  the  deed  was  made  whether  or  not 
he  was  a  married  man,  with  the  yiew  of 
ascertaining  the  fact.  The  testimony  is  in 
conflict  as  to  whether  Mrs.  Gammill,  at 
the  time  of  the  sale  or  before,  heard  her 
father  represent  himself  as  a  single  man. 
The  finding  of  the  chancellor  as  to  this  fact 
against  Mrs.  Gammill  would  not  be  clearly 
against  the  weight  of  the  evidence.  Inas- 
much as  Mrs.  Mason  did  not  join  in  the 
execution  of  the  deed,  the  same  was  void, 
and  appellee  acquired  no  rights  by  that  con- 
veyance. Act  March  18,  1887  (Acts  1887, 
p.  00) ;  Pipkin  v.  Williams,  57  Ark.  242,  38 
Am.  St.  Rep.  241,  21  S.  W.  433;  Bluff  City 
Lumber  Co.  v.  Bloom,  64  Ark.  402,  43  S.  W. 
603;  Park  v.  Park,  71  Ark.  283,  72  S.  W. 
003.  The  fact  that  at  the  time  of  the  sale 
Mason  was  living  in. Arkansas  and  his  wife 
in  Alabama  makes  no  difiTerence.  See  Duffy  v. 
Harris,  65  Ark.  251,  40  LJI.A.  750,  67  Am. 
St.  Rep.  925,  46  8.  W.  545.  So  far  as  Mrs. 
Mason  is  concerned  any  representations 
made  by  her  husband  could  not  estop  her, 
for  she  was  not  his  privy  in  estate  or  blood. 
Gober  v.  Smitl}  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  36  S.  W. 
010.  But  as  to  the  heirs  of  Mason  the  case 
is  different.  They  are  his  privies.  Mason 
could  have  abandoned  the  land  as  his  home- 
stead, although  he  could  not  have  alienated 
it  without  his  wife's  joining  in  the  deed. 
Fanners'  Bldg.  ft  L.  Asso.  v.  Jones,  08  Ark. 
76,  82  Am.  St.  Rep.  280,  66  S.  W.  1062. 
Mason  did  something  more  than  merely  ac- 
cept the  purchase  money  and  sign  the  deed. 
He  made  a  positive  representation  as  to  his 
status  that  he  knew  was  untrue,  and  that 
was  intended  to  and  did  mislead  appellee  to 
its  damage  should  the  deed  be  canceled. 
Because  of  such  false  representation  he 
could  not  maintain  the  suit,  and  neither 
can  his  privies  in  blood  and  estate.  Schwarz 
V.  National  Bank,  67  Tex.  217,  2  S.  W. 
865.  See,  on  estoppel,  State  Bank  v.  Robin- 
son, 13  Ark.  214,  220;  Jowers  v.  Phelps,  33 
Ark.  465;  Conner  v.  Abbott,  35  Ark.  365; 
Rogers  v.  Galloway  Female  Ollege,  64  Ark. 
628,  39  L.R.A.  636,  44  S.  W.  454,  and  other 
authorities  cited  in  appellee's  brief.  "With 
respect  to  the  persons  who  are  bound  by 
or  who  may  claim  the  benefit  of  the  estop- 
pel, it  operates  between  the  immediate  par- 
ties and  their  privies,  whether  by  blood,  by 
estate,  or  by  contract."  2  Pom.  Eq.  Jur. 
§  813.  "The  most  striking  instance  of  the 
estoppel  recognized  by  courts  of  equity  is 
that  .  .  .  wherein  by  intentional  mis- 
representation, misleading  conduct,  or 
wrongful  concealment  a  party  may  preclude 
himself  from  asserting  his  legal  title  to 
land,  or  from  enforcing  an  encumbrance  on 
26  LJLA.(N.a) 


or  maintaining  an  interest  in  real  estate. 
This  doctrine  was  established  in  equity  long 
before  the  modern  rules  concerning  equitable 
estoppel  by  conduct  had  been  developed; 
and  its  operation  is  somewhat  more  exten- 
sive than  the  effects  produced  by  the  ordi- 
nary forms  of  estoppel.  A  person  may  not 
only  be  prevented  from  asserting  his  title 
or  interest,  he  may  even  be  compelled,  at  the 
suit  of  an  innocent  purchaser,  to  make  good 
and  specifically  perform  his  representa- 
tions." 2  Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  §  821. 

The  decree  as  to  Mrs.  Mason  is  reversed 
and  the  cause  as  to  her  will  be  remanded, 
with  directions  to  enter  a  decree  in  her 
favor  for  possession  of  the  land  in  contro- 
versy. As  to  the  heirs,  the  decree  is  af- 
firmed. 


FLORIDA  SVPREBCE  C01TRT. 

JOHN  M.  PRALL 

v. 

EMMA  L.  PRALL,  Appt. 

(—  Pla.  — ,  50  So.  867.) 

Judgment^ res  Judicata. 

1.  Where  a  final  judgment  or  decree  has 
been  rendered  by  a  court  having  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  subject-matter  and  of  the  par- 
ties, it  is  binding  on  the  parties  and  their 
privies;  and  such  final  judgment  or  decree 
is  a  bar  to  another  suit  or  action  between 
the  same  parties  for  the  same  subject-mat- 
ter. This  principle  of  law  is  enforced  by 
the  courts,  so  that  parties  may  not  be  vexed 
more  than  once  for  the  same  cause,  and 
that  there  may  be  an  end  to  litigation. 
Same  —  on  demurrer. 

2.  Where  a  final  judgment  or  decree  is 
rendered  for  the  defendant  on  demurrer,  the 
plaintiff   is   estopped   from   maintaining  a 

Headnotes  by  Whitfield,  Ch.  J. 


Note.  —  Decree  againat  plaintiff  in  euit 
for  divorce  as  tar  to  aubseguent  di- 
vorce action. 

Action  based  on  same  grounds.  ° 

The  plea  of  res  judicata  in  a  divorce  ac- 
tion is  a  sufficient  answer  to  those  alleged 
grounds  for  divorce  which  were  the  subject 
of  a  former  action  by  the  same  plaintiff. 
Miller  v.  Miller,  02  Va.  106,  23  S.  E.  232 ; 
Dwyer  v.  Dwyer,  26  Mo.  App.  647;  Ford 
V.  Ford  (Okla.)  108  Pac.  366;  SUy  v.  Stay, 
53  Wash.  534,  102  Pac.  420 ;  Yeager  v.  Yea- 
ger,  43  Ind.  App.  313,  87  N.  E.  144. 

And  so  the  entry  of  &  judgment  in  a  di- 
vorce action  dismissing  the  libel,  without 
the  addition  of  the  words  "without  preju- 
dice," purports  to  be  a  final  judgment  upon 
the  merits,  and  is  a  bar  to  any  subsequent 
suit  upon  the  same  cause  of  action.  Brad- 
ley V.  Bradley,   160  Mass.   268,  35  N.   E.' 
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similar  or  concurrent  action  or  suit  for 
the  same  cause  upon  the  same  grounds 
that  were  disclosed  in  the  first  suit  or  ac- 
tion, for  the  reason  that  the  judgment  de- 
termines the  merits  of  the  cause  as  pre- 
sented by  the  pleadings  affected  by  the  de- 
murrer. 
Same  —  partial  bar, 

3.  Where  a  demurrer  to  a  pleading  is  sus- 
tained because  essential  allegations  of  fact 
were  omitted  from  the  pleading,  a  final 
judgment  on  the  demurrer  concludes  the 
parties  and  their  privies  only  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  facts  as  alleged  to  state 
a  cause  of  action. 

Same  —  estoppel  In  pais. 

4.  In  general,  a  final  judgment  on  de- 
murrer is  not  a  bar  to  a  second  suit  or  ac- 
tion for  the  same  cause  between  the  same 
parties,  as  an  estoppel  by  judgment  because 


of  the  former  adjudication,  whete  the  plead- 
ings in  the  second  suit  or  action  supply  the 
essential  allegations  omitted  from  the  first 
suit  or  action,  though  the  conduct  of  the 
parties  in  not  presenting  the  case  when  an 
opportunity  was  afforded  may,  under  spe- 
cial circumstances,  operate  as  an  estoppel 
in  pais.  Conclusions  of  law  are  not  ad- 
mitted by  demurrer. 
Same  —  condnsireness. 

6.  Where  the  second  suit  is  upon  the 
same  cause  of  action  and  between  the  same 
parties  as  the  first,  the  final  judgment  In 
the  first  suit  upon  the  merits  is  conclusive 
in  the  second  suit  as  to  every  question  that 
was  presented,  or  might  have  been  on  the 
pleadings  presented,  and  determined  in  the 
first  suit. 
Same— matters  not  litigated. 

6.  When  the  second  si'H  is  upon  a  differ- 


482;  Brown  v.  Brown,  37  N.  H.  536,  75  Am. 
Dec.  164;  Kershaw  v.  Kershaw,  6  Pa.  Dist. 
R.  661;  Thurston  t.  Thurston,  99  Mass.  39. 

And  so  it  has  been  held  that  an  unsuc- 
cessful plaintiff  in  a  divorce  action  is 
barred,  as  defendant  in  a  subsequent  action, 
from  counterclaiming  on  the  same  grounds. 
Patrick  v.  Patrick,  139  Wis.  463,  121  S.  W. 
130. 

But  when  a  judgment  dismissing  a  libel 
for  divorce  is  entered  "without  prejudice," 
such  judgment  is  not  a  bar  to  a  new  ac- 
tion on  the  same  grounds.  Burton  ▼.  Bur- 
ton, 68  Vt  414,  6  Atl.  281. 

Action  based  upon  grounds  existing  at  the 
time  of,  but  not  the  subject  of,  a  prior 
action. 

A  decree  against  the  plaintiff  in  a  di- 
vorce suit  is  likewise  a  bar  to  a  second  ac- 
tion upon  grounds  which  might  have  been 
passed  upon  in  the  first  action.  Thurston 
V.  Thurston,  99  Mass.  39. 

And  so  a  judgment  upon  the  merits 
against  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  for  di- 
vorce bars  a  suit  subsequently  brought  for 
a  limited  divorce  upon  the  same  grounds 
which  constituted  her  cause  of  actioli  in 
the  first  suit,  where  in  the  first  she  might 
have  obtained  the  relief  sued  for  in  the 
second.  Wagner  v.  Wagner,  36  Minn.  239, 
30  N.  W.  766. 

A  husband  who  has  sued  for  a  divorce 
for  desertion,  and,  failin<T  to  prove  the  cause 
assigned,  has  had  his  libel  dismissed,  gen- 
erally cannot  afterwards  sue  for  and  ob-, 
tain  a  divorce  for  another  cause  existing 
and  known  to  him  before  the  filing  of  the 
first  libel,  when  he  shows  no  reason  for  not 
then  having  assigned  that  cause  as  a  ground 
for  divorce.  Bartlett  v.  Bartlett,  113  Mass. 
312,  18  Am.  Rep.  493. 

And  see  Fera  v.  Fera,  98  Mass.  155,  where 
this  point  was  commented  upon  as  follows, 
in  a  suit  for  absolute  divorce  by  a  plaintiff 
who  had  previously  been  unsuccessful  in  an 
action  for  separation  from  bed  and  board: 

"Under  our  statutes,  when  a  party  has  ob- 
tained a  divorce  from  bed  and  board,  and 
afterward  lives  separate  from  the  other  par- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


ty  for  five  years,  it  is  a  ground  of  divorce 
from  the  bonds  of  matrimony.  The  libel- 
lant  in  the  first  suit  asked  a  decision  of 
the  court  upon  the  question  whether  she 
had  been  so  cruelly  treated  as  to  justify  a 
judicial  sentence  of  separation  from  her 
husband;  and  the  judgment  given  was  that 
she  had  not.  This  judgment  was  plainly 
a  bar  to  any  new  application  for  a  divorce 
from  bed  and  board  upon  the  same  ground, 
up  to  that  time,  whether  upon  the  same  or 
different  evidence.  If  there  wns  no  such 
cruelty  proved  as  would  sustain  that  libel, 
it  follows  a  fortiori  that  there  was  none 
which  would  constitute  the  extreme  cruelty 
constituting  a  cause  for  a  desertion  lead- 
ing to  the  dissolution  of  the  marriage  rela- 
tion." 

The  overruling  of  a  demurrer  in  an  action 
for  divorce  for  desertion,  and  the  sustain- 
ing of  a  special  plea  setting  forth  the  pre- 
vious entering  of  a  bond  by  the  plaintiff  for 
the  defendant's  support,  were  held  in 
Schotte  V.  Schotte,  8  W.  N.  C.  236,  to  bar 
a  second  action  for  divorce  on  the  same 
grounds.  It  appeared  in  this  case  that,  al- 
though the  desertion  complained  of  in  the 
second  action  was  later  in  point  of  time 
than  the  desertion  in  the  first  suit,  such  al- 
leged later  desertion  had  occurred  before 
the  date  of  the  first  complaint. 

In  Wagoner  v.  Wagoner,  76  Md.  311,  25 
Atl.  338,  the  plaintiff  seeking  divorce  al- 
leged that  her  husband  had  been  guilty  of 
acts  of  infidelity  prior  to  the  year  1878, 
and  in  other  specified  years  to  1882.  The 
defendant  pleaded  res  judicata,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  a  former  judgment  had  been 
rendered  dismissing  a  similar  action  against 
the  defendant  for  acts  occurring  in  1883, 
1884,  and  1885.  It  was  held  that  the  ear- 
lier decree  was  a  bar,  although  the  second 
suit  was  based  upon  occurrences  previous 
to  the  times  covered  by  the  first  action  and 
although  the  plaintiff  alleged  that  she 
Jearned  of  the  infidelity  complained  of  in 
the  second  action  only  a  short  time  before 
filing  her  bill. 

It  should  be  noted  tha^,  in  making  this 
decision,  the  court  disavows  its  intention 
of  laying  down  any  general  rule  that  under 


Digitized  byL^OOQlC 


190S). 


PRALL  T.  PRALL, 


670 


ent  cause  of  action,  but  between  the  same 
parties  as  the  first,  the  judgment  in  the 
first  suit  operates  as  an  estoppel  in  the 
second    suit    only    as   to   every    point    and 

Suestion  that  was  actually  Utigated  and 
etennined  in  the  first  suit,  and  the  first 
judgment  is  not  conclusive  as  to  other  mat- 
ters that  might  have  been,  but  were  not, 
litigated  or  decided. 

Same— Identity  ot  causes  —  burden  of 
proof. 

7.  The  test  of  the  identity  of  causes  of 
action,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
question  of  res  judicata,  is  the  identity  of 
the  facts  essential  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  actions.  It  is  of  the  essence  of  estoppel 
by  judgment  that  it  be  made  certain  that 
the  precise  facts  were  determined  by  the 
former  judgment  If  there  is  any  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  matter  formerly  adjudi- 


cated, the  burden  of  showing  it  with  suf- 
ficient certainty,  t^  the  record  or  extrinsic- 
ally,  is  upon  the  party  who  claims  the 
benefit  of  the  former  judgment. 
Same  —  divorce  —  violent  temper  —  ex- 
treme cruelty  —  desertion. 
8.  Where  a  suit  for  divorce  is  upon  the 
ground  of  "habitual  indulgence  by  defend- 
ant in  violent  and  ungovernable  temper,"  it 
is  not  a  bar  as  an  estoppel  by  judgment 
to  a  second  suit  between  the  same  parties 
as  plaintiflT  and  as  defendant  for  divorce  on 
the  grounds  of  "extreme  cruelty  by  defend- 
ant to  complainant,"  and  of  "wilful,  obsti- 
nate, and  continued  desertion -of  the  com- 
plainant by  defendant  for  one  year,"  where 
dififerent  facts  are  alleged.  The  conduct  of 
the  plaintiff  in  prosecuting  the  divorce  pro- 
ceedings does  not  appear  to  operate  as  an 
estoppel  «»  pait  as  to  the  second  suit. 


no  circumstances  would  a  second  bill  for 
divorce  be  sustained  when  based  upon  an 
act  of  infidelity  committed  prior  to  the  fil- 
ing of  the  first  bill. 

But  the  dismissal  of  a  libel  by  a  husband 
for  divorce,  because  of  his  connivance  at 
the  adultery  charged,  does  not  bar  another 
action  by  him,  for  an  adultery  committed 
by  his  wife  prior  to  the  act  connived  at, 
and  unknown  to  him  at  the  time  he  brought 
the  first  suit.  Morrison  v.  Morrison,  142 
Mass.  361,  56  Am.  Rep.  688,  8  N.  E.  69; 
Viertel  v.  Viertel,  99  Mo.  App.  710,  76  S. 
W.  187. 

The  plaintiff  against  whom  a  judgment 
has  been  rendered  in  a  divorce  action  can- 
not, however,  bring  another  suit  for  causes 
which  existed  when  the  first  suit  was  in- 
stituted, unless  he  proves  that,  at  the  time 
of  bringing  the  first  action,  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  those  causes.  Viertel  v.  Vier- 
tel, supra. 

Action  based  on  acts  subsequent  to  first 
judgment. 

A  judgment  in  a  divorce  action  is  not  a 
bar  to  a  subsequent  suit  based  on  acts  oc- 
curring after  the  judgment  pleaded  as  res 
judicata.  Claude  v.  Peat,  43  La.  Ann.  161, 
8  So.  884;  Farquar  v.  Farquar,  20  Or.  69, 
23  Am.  St.  Rep.  93,  25  Pac.  146;  Varney 
V.  Varney,  68  Wis.  19,  16  N.  W.  36. 

It  was  held  in  Vance  v.  Vance  17  Me. 
203  that  a  second  libel  for  divorce  could 
not  be  entertained  covering  other  acts  of 
infidelity  within  the  period  covered  by  a 
former  judgment  but  that  the  latter  was 
not  a  bar  as  to  acts  between  the  filing  of 
the  former  libel  and  the  filing  of  the  later. 

Under  the  Civil  Code  of  California,  which 
makes  the  wilful  neglect  of  a  husband  to 
provide  for  his  wife  the  common  necessa- 
ries of  life,  when  he  has  the  ability  to  do 
so,  a  ground  for  divorce,  if  such  nejrlect 
continues  for  one  year,  it  was  held  in  Wag- 
ner ▼.  Wagner,  104  Cal.  293,  37  Pac.  935, 
that  a  judgknent  in  favor  of  the  husband 
in  an  action  by  the  wife  for  a  divorce  upon 
the  ground  of  neglect  could  not,  in  the  na- 
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ture  of  things,  be  a  bar  to  her  right  to  as- 
sert, as  a  ground  of  divorce  in  a  subsequent 
action,  his  continued  neglect  to  support  her 
for  a  year,  occurring  after  the  entry  of 
such  previous  judgment. 

But  in  an  action  for  divorce  on  the  ground 
of  desertion,  no  part  of  the  time  during 
which  a  former  action  for  divorce  was  pend- 
ing and  undetermined  can  be  reckoned  a 
portion  of  the  statutory  two  years'  deser- 
tion necessary,  so  as  to  avoid  the  rule  which 
bars  the  second  action.  Haltenhof  v.  Eal- 
tenhof,  44  111.  App.  135. 

The  rendition  of  a  judgment  against  the 
plaintiff  in  a  divorce  action,  because  of 
connivance  at  the  act  of  adultery  charged, 
does  not  bar  a  second  action  by  the  same 
plaintiff  for  subsequent  infidelity  on  tho 
part  of  the  defendant.  Viertel  v.  Viertel, 
supra. 

But  see  Baurens  v.  Oirouz,  123  La.  879, 
49  So.  605,  where  it  appeared  that  a  for- 
mer suit  had  been  filed  by  plaintiff  for  a 
separation  from  his  wife  on  the  ground  of 
abandonment,  and  a  judgment  rendered 
against  him  on  the  ground  that  the  defend- 
ant had  good  cause  for  leaving  her  home. 
Although  for  abandonment  of  a  date  sub- 
sequent to  the  former  suit,  the  present  ac- 
tion was  dismissed  because  there  was  noth- 
ing to  show  that  conditions  had  changed 
since  the  rendering  of  the  former  decree. 

A  judgment  against  a  husband  seeking 
a  divorce  on  the  ground  of  his  wife's  de- 
sertion of  him  when  the  same  was  caused 
by  his  cruel  treatment  and  neglect  to  pro- 
vide suitable  maintenance  does  not  bar  a 
subsequent  action  by  the  wife  for  the  same 
desertion.  Lea  v.  Lea,  99  Mass.  493,  98 
Am.  Dec.  772. 

Nor  does  a  judgment  against  a  plaintiff 
seeking  divorce  because  of  extreme  cruelty 
bar  the  same  partjr  from  subsequently 
bringing  another  action  on  the  ground  of 
abandonment  based  on  the  plaintiff's  en- 
forced abandonment  of  defendant  because 
of  the  same  acts  of  cruelty.  Rand  v.  Rand, 
58  N.  H.  536. 

Torlotting  v.  Torlotting,  97  Mo.  App. 
183,  70  S.  W.  941,  was  a  divorce  action, 
and  the  defendant  husband  filed  a  cross  bill 
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Same  —  separate  canses  —  applicability. 

9.  While  the  welfare  of  society  demands 
exemption  from  unnecessary  and  vexatious 
divorce  litigation,  the  principles  of  res  judi- 
cata should  not  be  so  applied  as  to  prevent 
one  determination  of  every  distinct  cause 
of  action,  under  the  statutes  authorizing 
divorce  for  specific  and  separate  species  of 
misconduct. 

Appeal  ^  Interlocutory     order  —  scope 
of  review. 

10.  Wliere  the  appeal  is  not  from  a  final 
decree,  but  only  from  an  interlocutory  or- 
der or  decree,  errors  assigned  on  other  inter- 
locutory orders  not  specifically  appealed 
from  will  not  be  considered  by  the  appel- 
late court. 

Same  —  defective  pleadings  —  orders. 

11.  Where  it  appears  to  the  appellate 
court  that  a  bill  of  complaint  does  not  state 
a  cause  of  action,  the  court  may  make  ap- 
propriate orders  with  reference  to  such  de- 
fective pleading,  even  though  the  question 
of  the  sufficiency  of  the  pleading  is  not  in 
any  way  presented  to  the  court  for  its  ac- 
tion. 

Divorce  —  gronnds  —  policy  of  law. 

12.  It  is  not  the  policy  of  the  law  to 
grant  divorces  for  postnuptial  causes  short 
of  marital  infidelity,  when  such  causes  do 
not  in  fact  render  one  of  the  parties  in- 
capable of  performing  the  duties  incident  to 
the  marriage  status.  The  law  authorizes 
the  severance  of  the  matrimonial  union  only 
when  the  conduct  of  one  of  the  parties  ren- 
ders it  impracticable  for  the  other  to  fur- 
ther perform  the  marital  duties. 

Pleading  —  divorce  —  complaint  —  facts. 

13.  In  a  suit  for  divorce,  the  bill  of  com- 
plaint   should    contain    allegations    of    all 
Tacts  essential  to  the  cause  of  action  and  to 
the  plaintiff's  right  to  maintain  the  suit. 
Same  —  residence. 

14.  In  divorce  proceedings  in  the  courts 
of  Florida  on  grounds  other  than  for  adul- 
tery committed  in  this  state,  the  bill  of 
complaint  must  contain  an  allegation,  and 


there  must  be  proof,  that  the  plaintiff  has 
"resided  two  years  in  the  state  of  Florida 
before  the  filing  of  the  bill;"  and  where  no 
such  allegation  appears  in  the  bill  of  com- 
plaint, the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  main- 
tain the  suit. 

Divorce  —  extreme  crnelty  ^  vrbat  con- 
stitutes. 

15.  Xlie  extreme  cruelty  that  constitutes 
the  statutory  ground  for  divorce  is  such 
conduct  by  the  husband  or  wife  towards  the 
other  consort  as  will  endanger  his  or  her 
life,  limb,  or  health,  or  as  will  cause  a  rea- 
sonable apprehension  of  bodily  hurt.  The 
injury  or  clanger  of  injury  may  be  mental 
or  physical,  but  it  must  be  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  to  render  it  impracticable  for  the 
complainant  to  discharge  with  reasonable 
safety  his  or  her  marital  duties.  Mere  in- 
convenience,  unhappiness,  or  incompatibility 
of  temperament  or  disposition,  rendering 
the  marriage  relation  between  the  parties 
disagreeable  or  even  burdensome,  will  not 
authorize  a  decree  of  divorce  for  extreme 
cruelty. 

Same  —  desertion  ^  disconntenance  of 
marital  relation. 

16.  The  mere  refusal  of  a  wife  to  accord 
to  the  husband  the  marital  privileges  law- 
ful only  to  the  husband  is  not  of  itself  such 
a  desertion  of  the  husband  as  to  authorize 
him  to  secure  a  divorce  on  the  statutory 
ground  of  wilful,  obstinate,  and  continued 
desertion  for  one  year. 

(November  30,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  an  order  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Hillsborough 
County  overruling  a  plea  of  res  judicata  in- 
terposed in  a  suit  for  divorce  which  result- 
ed in  a  decree  for  plaintiff.  Afiirmed  and 
remanded. 

Statement  by  Wbitileld,  Ch.  J.: 
On   December   21,    1908,   John   M.    Prall 
brought  in  the  circuit  court  for  Hillsbor- 


alleging  causes  for  a  divorce  from  the  plain- 
tiff. It  appeared  that  the  husband  had 
been  the  unsuccessful  plaintiff  in  a  former 
action  for  divorce,  because  he  had  con- 
nived at  his  wife's  adultery,  but  this  was 
held  not  to  bar  his  cross  bill  in  the  second 
suit  based  on  acts  of  cruelty  occurring  since 
the  first  action. 

It  was  held  in  Haley  v.  Haley  (Cal.)  14 
Pac.  92,  that  a  judgment  against  the  plain- 
tiff in  a  divorce  suit  did  not  operate  to  bar 
her  from  bringing  another  action  for  di- 
vorce based  upon  cruel  treatment  by  the 
defendant  in  making  false  and  malicious 
charges  against  her  in  his  cross  bill  in  the 
first  action. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant  in  an  action 
lor  divorce  on  the  ground  of  adultery  is  not 
a  bar  to  a  subsequent  suit  on  the  ground 
that  defendant  had  been  convicted  of  an  as- 
sault with  intent  to  rape,  although  the 
same  act  was  the  ground  of  complaint  in 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


both  cases.  Vinsant  v.  Vinsant, '49  Iowa, 
639. 

A  judgment  on  the  merits  in  a  divorce 
action  rendered  by  the  court  of  another 
state  was  held  in  Masterman  v.  Master- 
man,  S8  Kan.  748,  61  Pac.  277,  not  to  be 
a  bar  to  a  subsequent  action  brought  in 
Kansas  on  the  same  grounds,  where  in  the 
first  suit  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction  be- 
cause of  the  plaintiff's  nonresidence. 

In  Rivers  v.  Rivers,  65  Iowa,  568,  22  N. 
W.  679,  it  appeared  that  a  former  action 
for  divorce  on  grounds  which  included  a 
conviction  for  felony  was  decided  in  the 
defendant's  favor,  on  the  theory  that  a  con- 
viction was  not  a  valid  ground  for  divorce 
until  a  final  determination,  an  appeal  be- 
ing then  pending,  and  it  was  held  that  the 
former  judgment  was  not  an  adjudication 
upon  the  conviction  as  a  cause  for  divorce 
so  as  to  bar  plaintilFs  present  right  to  di- 
vorce on  that  ground. 
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ough  county,  Florida,  a  suit  in  equity  for  a 
divorce  from  his  wife,  Emma  L.  Frail.  In 
tlie  amended  bill  of  complaint  it  is  alleged: 
That  the  couple  were  married  April  3,  1895, 
«•;  Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa.  That  they  lived  to- 
f^ther  in  Iowa  and  two  children  were  born 
to  them.  That,  during  their  married  life 
till  he  finally  separated  from  her,  the  com- 
plainant was  a  faithful  and  devoted  hus- 
band. That,  during  their  residence  in  Iowa, 
the  wife  "became  enamored  with  a  strange 
rel'gious  sect  and  A  devotee  at  its  altar. 
.  .  .  That,  from  the  time  of  her  conver- 
sion to  the  belief  of  this  sect,  the  defendant 
began  to  be  estranged  from  the  complain- 
ant Decause  of  his  inability  to  join  her  in 
the  adoption  of  the  tenets  of  this  religion." 
That,  to  please  her,  he  moved  to  Estero  in 
Lee  county,  Florida,  where  the  sect  was  es- 
tablished. That  the  wife,  "further  yielding 
to  the  doctrine  of  this  sect,  which  holds  as 
oxie  of  its  beliefs  t^at  the  members  of  the 
sect  or  union  are  married  in  Christ,  and  are 
not  properly  married  to  anyone,  withdrew 
herself  from  all  marital  relations  with  com- 
plainant^ abjuring  him  in  every  way,  and 
telling  him  that  his  approaches  were  obnox- 
ious to  her.  That  she  refused  to  .  .  . 
allow  complainant  the  privileges  of  a  hus- 
band. That  during  this  time  the  respondent 
became  more  and  more  undutiful  in  her  re- 
lations towards  complainant,  being  enraged 
with  complainant  on  account  of  his  refusal 
to  submit  all  of  their  property  to  be  com- 
munity property  with  the  said  religious  so- 
ciety as  aforesaid.  That  she  constantly 
chided  him  upon  his  sinfulness,  and  sought 
to  estrange  his  children  from  him.  More- 
over, complainant  says  that  respondent 
ceased  in  every  way  to  render  services  to 
him  as  a  wife,  and,  instead  of  extending  to 
him  courtesy  and  respect  due  a  husband,  ma- 
ligned him  and  abused  him  in  the  presence 
of  their  children,  seeking  by  her  conduct  to 
compel  complainant  to  withdraw  himself 
from  her.  That  this  state  of  affairs  con- 
tinued for  a  period  of  more  than  one  year, 
and  up  to  about  October  10,  1907,  and  con- 
stituted extreme  cruelty  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant  towards  complainant,  and  con- 
stituted wilful,  obstinate,  and  continued  de- 
sertion of  complainant  by  defendant  for  a 
period  of  more  than  one  year,  and  that  the 
several  matters  herein  charged  so  preyed 
upon  complainant's  mind  that  he  became 
sick  and  discouraged  with  life,  and  was  un- 
able to  discharge  the  duties  of  citizenship, 
and  his  associations  with  the  said  respond- 
ent became  repulsive  to  him,  and  that,  upon 
the  said  day  aforesaid,  complainant  with- 
drew himself  from  respondent  and  from 
their  home,  and  that  he  has  not  since  that 
time  lived  or  cohabited  with  her.  That,  at 
the  time  of  their  said  separation,  vour  ora- 
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tor  delivered  to  said  respondent  all  of  the 
property  purchased  by  them  in  the  said  town 
of  Estero  and  all  the  fruit  of  their  labors 
during  the  year  he  had  lived  there,  and  that 
the  said  respondent  accepted  the  same  in 
full  discharge  of  all  his  liabilities  by  way 
of  dower  or  otherwise  to  her.  That  at  this 
time  she  claimed  she  never  would  live  with 
him  as  his  wife  again,  or  cohabit  with  him, 
and  that  he  had  full  power  and  privilege  to 
return  to  the  world  and  secure  a  divorce,  or 
any  other  proceeding  in  accordance  with 
the  ways  of  the  world,  as  will  more  fully 
appear  by  letters  written  to  your  orator  by 
the  said  respondent,  copies  of  which  are 
hereto  attached  and  marked  Exhibits  'A' 
and  'B,'  and  prayed  to  be  made  parts  of  this 
your  orator's  bill.  That,  in  reliance  upon 
the  terms  of  their  separation  in  believing 
himself  justified  in  seeking  a  divorce,  your 
orator  did,  on  the  10th  day  of  December, 
A.  D.  1907,  file,  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
county  of  Hillsborough,  a  bill  for  divorce  up- 
on the  ground  of  violent  and  ungovernable 
temper,  to  which  said  1)111  the  said  respond- 
ent signed  the  answer  and  swore  to  the 
same,  in  order  that  your'  orator  might  not 
be  taxed  with  the  costs  of  making  service 
through  the  sheriff.  That,  thereafter,  the 
said  respondent  interposed  no  contest  in  the 
said  suit,  waiving  by  her  said  answer  all 
her  right  to  take  testimony  or  contest  the 
same,  and  that  thereupon,  on  the  2d  day  of 
December,  A.  d.  1908,  a  decree  of  divorce  was 
granted  your  orator.  Moreover,  your  orator 
says  that  subsequently  to  this  time,  but 
within  the  period  of  six  months  after  the 
rendition  of  the  court's  decree,  the  said  re- 
spondent made  demand  upon  your  orator  for 
additional  moneys  and  property,  and,  upon 
your  orator's  refusal  to  give  her  the  same, 
entered  an  appeal  in  your  orator's  suit  for 
divorce,  and  upon  which  appeal  the  decree 
of  the  circuit  court  was  reversed  for  want 
of  sufficient  proof,  and  no  opportunity  al- 
lowed your  orator  to  amend,  and  hence  your 
orator  has  been  compelled  to  file  his  original 

bill  herein." 

■I 

Exhibit  A. 

Tampa,  Florida, 
November,  11-07. 
I  hereby  relinquish  all  my  rights  as  the 
wife  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Prall.    That  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned  he  is  at  perfect  liberty  from 
now  henceforth  to  do  whatsoever  his  judg- 
ment dictates  in  regard  to  signing  of  legal 
documents,  marriage,  etc.,  regardless  of  me. 
[Signed]  Emma  L.  Prall. 

Exhibit  B. 

November  30th,   1907.    i 
Dear  Brother  John: — 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  let- 
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ter  of  the  27th  inst.  I  will  say  that  I  agree 
to  the  terms  of  divorce  specified  therein. 
I  trust  that  you  will  have  the  matter  put 
through  with  expedition. 

Emma  L.  Prall. 

The  amended  bill  of  complaint  was  de- 
murred to  on  the  grounds  that  it  does  not 
state  a  cause  of  action,  and  that  the  mat- 
ters alleged  had  been  formerly  adjudged. 
The  demurrer  was  overruled,  and  the  de- 
fendant filed  the  following  plea:  "That  on 
the  10th  day  of  December,  1907,  the  above- 
named  complainant,  John  M.  Frail,  filed 
in  the  circuit  court  of  the  sixth  judicial 
circuit  of  the  state  of  Florida  in  and  for 
Hillsborough  county,  on  the  chancery  side 
of  said  court,  his  bill  of  complaint  against 
the  defendant,  alleging  that  she  had  been 
guilty  of  an  indulgence  of  a  violent  and  un- 
governable temper  towards  the  complainant, 
and  praying  for  a  divorce  from  this  defend- 
ant; that  on  the  12th  day  of  December,  1907, 
the  judge  of  said  court  entered  the  decree 
of  said  court  granting  the  said  complainant, 
John  M.  Prall,  a  divorce  from  the  defendant, 
Emma  L.  Prall,  the  said  court  being  a  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction;  that  on  the  9th 
day  of  June,  1908,  the  said  defendant,  Emma 
L.  Prall,  entered  her  appeal  from  said  decree 
to  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  of  Flor- 
ida; that  the  said  supreme  court  of  the 
state  of  Florida,  by  its  order  and  decree 
dated  the  11th  day  of  December,  1908,  re- 
versed said  decree,  and  by  its  decree  and 
mandate  dismissed  said  cause,  and  thereby 
finally  adjudicated  the  same;  that  subse- 
quent to  the  final  adjudication  of  said 
cause  and,  to  wit,  on  the  21st  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1908,  the  said  complainant,  John  M. 
Prall,  instituted  this  suit  against  the  said 
defendant,  Emma  L.  Prall,  praying  that  he 
be  granted  a  decree  of  divorce  from  this  de- 
fendant ;  that  on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1909, 
he  filed  his  amended  bill  of  complaint  against 
this  defendant,  setting  forth  various  reasons 
why  he  should  be  granted  a  decree  of  divorce 
from  the  defendant;  that  the  said  amended 
bill  of  complaint  shows  that  all  of  the  mat- 
ters and  things  complained  of  by  the  said 
complainant  in  said  amended  bill  of  com- 
plaint, if  true,  happened,  took  place,  oc- 
curred, and  were  committed  and  done  by  this 
defendant  prior  to  the  said  10th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1907,  when  he  filed  his  bill  of  com- 
plaint in  this  court  against  this  defendant, 
and  on  which  bill  of  complaint  was  based 
the  decree  of  divorce  from  this  defendant, 
which  said  decree  was  reversed  by  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  state  of  Florida,  and  the 
said  bill  of  complaint  dismissed,  and  that 
the  said  amended  bill  of  complaint  shows 
that  the  matters  and  things  therein  com- 
plained of  were  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


said  complainant  at  the  time  he  filed  his  said 
bill  of  complaint  on  the  10th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1907,  which  was  dismissed  by  the  de- 
cree of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  -ot 
Florida,  and  thereby  finally  adjudicated. 
Wherefore  this  defendant  says  that  the  mat- 
ters and  things  alleged  by  and  complained 
of  by  the  complainant  in  said  amended  bill 
of  complaint  are  res  judicata,  and  this  de- 
fendant prays  that  she  may  be  hence  dis- 
missed, with  her  costs  in  this  behalf  unjust- 
ly expended." 

This  plea  of  res  judicata  was  overruled, 
and  the  defendant  appealed  solely  from  the 
order  overruling  the  plea.  The  errors  as- 
signed are  the  overruling  of  the  demurrer 
to  the  bill  of  complaint  and  the  overruling 
of  the  plea  of  res  judicata. 

Mr.  M.  G.  Gibbons  for  appellant. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Drnmright  for  appellee. 

Wliitfleld,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

Where  a  final  judgment  or  decree  has 
been  rendered  by  a  court  having  jurisdiction 
of  the  subject-matter  and  of  the  parties,  it 
is  binding  on  the  parties  and  their  privies, 
and  such  final  judgment  or  decree  is  a  bar 
to  another  suit  or  action  between  the  same 
parties  for  the  same  subject-matter.  This 
principle  of  law  is  enforced  by  the  courts, 
so  that  parties  may  not  be  vexed  more  than 
once  for  the  same  cause,  and  that,  there  may 
be  an  end  to  litigation.  24  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  713;  Lake  v.  Hancock,  38  Fla. 
53,  56  Am.  St.  Rep.  159,  20  So.  811;  11 
Current  Law,  1537;  9  Current  Law,  1423; 
7  Current  Law,  1760;  2  Andrews,  Am.  Law, 
ir  764. 

Where  a  final  judgment  or  decree  is  ren- 
dered for  the  defendant  on  demurrer,  the 
plaintiff  is  estopped  from  maintaining  a  sim- 
ilar or  concurrent  action  or  suit  for  the  same 
cause  upon  the  same  grounds  that  were  dis- 
closed in  the  first  suit  or  action,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  judgment  determines  the  merits 
of  the  cause  as  presented  by  the  pleadings 
affected  by  the  demurrer.  But,  where  a  de- 
murrer to  a  pleading  is  sustained  because  es- 
sential allegations  of  fact  were  omitted  from 
the  pleading,  a  final  judgment  on  the  demur- 
rer concludes  the  parties  and  their  privies 
only  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  facts  as  al- 
leged to  state  a  cause  of  action.  In  general, 
a  final  judgment  on  demurrer  is  not  a  bar  to 
a  second  suit  or  action  for  the  same  cause 
between  the  same  parties,  as  an  estoppel  by 
judgment  because  of  the  former  adjudication 
where  the  pleadings  in  the  second  suit  or  ac- 
tion supply  the  essential  allegations  omitted 
from  the  first  suit  or  action,  though  the  con- 
duct of  the  parties  in  not  presenting  the 
case  when  an  opportunity  was  afforded  may, 
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under  special  oircumstances,  operate  aa  an 
estoppel  tn  pais.  Conclusions  of  law  are  not 
admitted  by  demurrer.  See  Gould  t.  Erans- 
Tille  &.  C.  R.  Co.  91  U.  S.  526,  23  L.  ed. 
416;  Rowell  V.  Smith,  123  Wis.  510,  102 
N.  W.  1,  3  A.  4  E.  Ann.  Cas.  773;  North 
Muskegon  v.  Clark,  10  C.  C.  A.  591,  22  U. 
S.  App.  522,  62  Fed.  694;  Harrington  t. 
Harrington,  189  Mass.  281,  75  N.  E.  632. 

Where  the  second  suit  is  upon  the  same 
cause  of  action  and  between  the  same  parties 
as  the  first,  the  final  judgment  in  the  first 
suit  upon  the  merits  is  conclusive  in  the  sec- 
ond suit  as  to  every  question  that  was  pre- 
sented, or  might  have  been  presented,  and 
determined  in  the  first  suit.  When  the  sec- 
ond suit  is  upon  a  different  cause  of  action, 
but  between  the  same  parties  as  the  first, 
the  judgment  in  the  first  suit  operates  as  an 
estoppel  in  the  second  suit  only  as  to  every 
point  and  question  that  was  actually  liti- 
gated and  determined  in  the  first,  and  the 
first  judgment  is  not  conclusive  as  to  other 
matters  that  might  have  been,  but  were  not, 
litigated  or  decided.  The  test  of  the  identity 
of  causes  of  action,  for  the  purpose  of  det«r- 
mining  the  question  of  res  judicata,  is  the 
identity  of  the  facts  essential  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  actions.  It  is  of  the  essence 
of  estoppel  by  judgment  that  it  be  made  cer- 
tain that  the  precise  facts  were  determined 
by  the  former  judgment.  If  there  is  any 
uncertainty  as  to  the  matter  formerly  adju- 
dicated, the  burden  of  showing  it  with  suffi- 
cient certainty,  by  the  record  or  extrinsical- 
ly,  is  upon  the  party  who  claims  the  benefit 
of  the  former  judgment.  Fulton  t.  Gester- 
ding,  47  Fla.  150,  36  So.  56;  Harrison  v. 
Bemington  Paper  Co.  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  954, 
72  C.  C.  A.  405,  140  Fed.  385,  5  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  314;  Rowell  v.  Smith,  supra; 
Draper  v.  Medlock,  122  6a.  234,  69  L.R.A. 
483,  50  S.  E.  113,  2  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  650; 
Russell  V.  Place,  94  U.  S.  606,  24  L.  ed.  214; 
De  Sollar  v.  Hanscome,  158  U.  S.  216,  text 
221,  30  L.  ed.  956,  959,  15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  816; 
Thompson  v.  N.  T.  Bushnell  Co.  80  Fed. 
332;  Rogers  v.  Higgins,  67  111.  244. 

The  first  suit  between  the  parties  was  for 
*  divorce  upon  the  statutory  ground  of  "ha- 
bitual indulgence  by  defendant  in  violent 
and  ungovernable  temper."  While  the  trial 
court  granted  the  divorce  upon  the  allega- 
tions and  proofs,  this  court,  on  appeal,  held 
the  allegations  of  facts  to  be  insufficient  to 
state  a  cause  of  action,  as  the  conclusions 
of  law  stated  in  the  bill  of  complaint  were 
not  sustained  by  the  facts  alleged,  and  also 
held  that  the  proofs  were  insufficient  to  war- 
rant a  decree  of  divorce.  The  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  dismissed.  The  decree  in  the 
former  suit  is  therefore  conclusive  only  as 
S6  L.BA.(NJ3.) 


to  the  material  facts  alleged  and  shown 
therein.  Prall  v.  Prall,  56  Fla.  521,  47  So. 
916.  See  also  McKinnon  r.  Johnson,  57 
Fla.  120,  48  So.  910,  and  authorities  there 
cited. 

This  second  suit  between  the  same  par- 
ties as  plaintiff  and  as  defendant  is  for  a 
divorce  upon  the  statutory  grounds  of  "ex- 
treme cruelty  by  the  defendant  to  complain- 
ant," and  of  "wilful,  obstinate,  and  contin- 
ued desertion  of  the  complainant  by  the  de- 
fendant for  one  year."  It  is  consequently 
not  for  the  same  cause  of  action.  The  mate- 
rial facts  alleged  in  the  first  suit,  in  so  far 
as  they  affect  this  suit,  are  that  for  some 
time  past  "the  defendant  seemed  to  grow 
tired  of  her  condition  in  life  and  surround- 
ings, having  become  very  irritable,  quarrel- 
some, and  otherwise  disaffectionate  to  com- 
plainant, continually  finding  fault  with" 
him.  "Matters  grew  worse,  the  defendant 
on  divers  occasions  indulging  in  outbursts 
of  temper,  abusing  complainant  unmerciful- 
ly, until,  on  or  about  October  10,  1907,  com- 
plainant's life  became  a  burden,  instead  of 
a  pleasure,  at  which  time  he  left  his  home, 
and  has  never  returned."  "Wherefore 
charges  the  defendant  with  having  been 
guilty  of  an  indulgence  of  a  violent  and 
ungovernable  temper  towards"  complainant. 
The  only  proof  was  the  complainant's  tes- 
timony that  "my  wife  continually  displayed 
a  violent  and  ungovernable  temper  towards 
me,  until,  on  or  about  the  15th  day  of  Oc- 
tober, without  any  provocation  whatever,, 
my  wife  flew  into  a  violent  rage  of  temper, 
abusing  me  for  everything  imaginable.  I 
then  turned  over  all  my  property  to  her. 
.  .  .  I  then  left.  My  home  had  become 
such  on  account  of  my  wife's  display  of 
temper  that  my  life  was  a  burden  to  me. 
I  lived  with  her  until  I  became  fully  con- 
vinced that  I  could  stand  it  no  longer.-  I, 
at  all  times,  treated  her  with  kindness  and 
affection,  providing  for  her  the  best  my  cir- 
cumstances and  condition  in  life  would  per- 
mit." 

By  reference  to  the  bill  of  complaint  set 
out  in  the  statement,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  facts  here  alleged  are  not  in  substance 
the  same  as  those  alleged  in  the  first  suit, 
as  above  stated,  and  also  that  the  decree 
here  sought  is  upon  grounds  different  from 
those  of  the  first  suit.  This  being  so,  under 
the  principles  above  stated,  the  plea  of  res 
jtidioata  was  properly  overruled.  It  does 
not  now  appear  that  the  conduct  of  the 
plaintiff  operates  as  an  estoppel  tn  pais  to 
prevent  the  prosecution  of  this  suit  for 
divorce. 

While  the  welfare  of  society  demands  ex- 
emption from  unnecessary  and  vexations  di- 
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vorce  litigation,  tte  principles  of  rea  judi- 
cata should  not  be  so  applied  as  to  prevent 
one  determination  of  every  distinct  cause  of 
action,  under  the  statutes  authorizing  di- 
vorces for  specific  and  separate  species  of 
misconduct.  See  I«a  t.  Lea,  90  Mass.  493, 
96  Am.  Dec.  772. 

The  appeal  herein  is  taken  solely  from  the 
interlocutory  order  overruling  the  plea  of 
res  judicata.  Therefore  the  assignment  of 
error  based  upon  the  order  overruling  a  de- 
murrer to  the  bill  of  complaint  cannot  be 
considered.  Where  the  appeal  is  not  from  a 
final  decree,  but  only  from  an  interlocutory 
order  or  decree,  errors  assigned  on  other  in- 
terlocutory orders  not  specifically  appealed 
from  will  not  be  considered  by  the  appellate 
court.  Miami  v.  Miami  Realty,  Loan  &  G. 
Co.  57  Fla.  360,  49  So.  55. 

When  it  appears  to  the  appellate  court 
that  a  bill  of  complaint  does  not  state  a 
cause  of  action,  the  court  may  make  appro- 
priate orders  with  reference  to  such  defective 
pleading,  even  though  the  question  of  the 
sufficiency  of  the  pleading  is  not  in  any  way 
presented  to  the  court  for  its  action.  See 
Jacksonville  v.  Massey  Business  College,  47 
Fia.  339,  36  So.  432;  Florida  Packing  &  Ice 
Co.  V.  Carney,  40  Fla.  293,  111  Am.  St.  Rep. 
05,  38  So.  602. 

It  is  not  the  policy  of  the  law  to  grant 
divorces  for  postnuptial  causes  short  of  mar- 
ital infidelity,  when  such  causes  do  not  in 
fact  render  one  of  the  parties  incapable  of 
performing  the  duties  incident  to  the  mar- 
riage status.  The  law  authorizes  the  sev- 
erence  of  the  matrimonial  union  only  when 
the  conduct  of  one  of  the  parties  renders  it 
impracticable  for  the  other  to  further  per- 
form the  marital  duties.  Hickson  v.  Hick- 
son,  54  Fla.  556,  45  So.  474. 

In  a  suit  for  divorce,  the  bill  of  complaint 
should  contain  allegations  of  all  facts  essen- 
tial to  the  cause  of  action  and  to  the  plain- 
tiff's right  to  maintain  the  suit.  Hancock 
V.  Hancock,  55  Fla.  680,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
670,  45  So.  1020. 

The  statute  expressly  provides  that,  in  or- 
der to  obtain  a  divorce,  except  for  adultery 
committed  in  this  state,  the  complainant 
must  have  resided  two  years  in  the  state  of 
Florida  before  filing  the  bill.  Gen.  Stat. 
1906,  §  1926.  There  is  no  allegation  in  the 
bill  of  complaint  of  the  prerequisite  two 
years'  residence  in  this  state  of  the  com- 
plainant, to  authorise  the  complainant  to 
maintain  this  suit.  Beekmaa  v.  Beekman, 
63  Fla.  858,  43  So.  923;  Donnelly  v.  Don- 
nelly, 39  Fla.  229,  22  So.  648;  Gredler  v. 
Gredler,  36  Fla.  372,  18  So.  762. 

The  extreme  cruelty  that  constitutes  the 
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statutory  ground  for  divorce  is  such  conduct 
by  the  husband  or  wife  towards  the  other 
consort  as  will  endanger  his  or  her  life,  limb, 
or  health,  or  as  will  cause  a  reasonable  ap- 
prehension of  bodily  hurt.  The  injury  or 
danger  of  injury  may  be  mental  or  pbysicil, 
but  it  must  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  ren- 
der it  impracticable  for  the  complainant  to 
discharge  with  reasonable  safety  his  or  her 
marital  duties.  Mere  inconvenience,  unhap- 
piness,  or  inc<»npatibility  of  temperament 
or  disposition,  rendering  the  marriage  rela- 
tion between  the  parties  disagreeable  or  even 
burdensome,  will  not  authorize  a  decree  o< 
divorce  for  extreme  cruelty.  Hancock  t. 
Hancock,  65  Fla.  680,  15  LJLA.(N.S.)  070, 
45  So.  1020,  and  authorities  cited;  Williams 
V.  Williams,  23  Fla.  324,  2  So.  768;  Goff  t. 
Goff,  9  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1083,  and  notes, 
60  W.  Va.  9,  53  S.  E.  760. 

The  facts  alleged  in  this  amended  bill 
are  not  sufficient  to  constitute  the  statutory 
grounds  of  "extreme  cruelty  by  defmdant 
to  complainant,"  authorizing  a  divorce.  Kor 
do  the  allegations  warrant  a  decree  of  di- 
vorce on  the  statutory  ground  of  "wilful, 
obstinate,  and  continued  desertion  of  com- 
plainant by  defendant  for  one  year."  See 
Hancock  v.  Hancock,  supra,  and  authorities 
cited;  Crawford  v.  Crawford,  17  Fla.  180; 
Palmer  v.  Palmer,  36  Fla.  385,  18  So.  720; 
Phelan  t.  Phelan,  12  Fla.  449. 

The  mere  refusal  of  a  wife  to  accord  to 
the  husband  the  marital  privileges  lawful 
only  to  the  husband  is  not  of  itself  such  a 
desertion  of  the  husband  as  to  authorize  him 
to  secure  a  divorce  on  the  statutory  ground 
of  wilful,  obstinate,  and  continued  desertion 
for  one  year.  In  this  case  the  husband  al- 
leges that  he  "withdrew  himself  from  re- 
spondent and  from  their  home,  and  that  he 
has  not  since  that  time  lived  or  cohabited 
with  her."  14  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  612;  9 
Current  Law,  900 ;  0  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
2d  ed.  pp.  765,  760;  Fritz  v.  Fritz,  32  Am. 
St.  Rep.  156,  and  notes  (138  IlL  436,  14 
L.R.A.  685,  28  N.  E.  1058);  Anonymous, 
52  N.  J.  Eq.  349,  28  Atl.  467;  Segelbaum  v. 
Segelbaum,  39  Minn.  258,  39  N.  W.  492: 
Padelford  v.  Padelford,  159  Mass.  281,  34 
N.  E.  336;  Southwick  v.  Southwick,  97 
Mass.  327,  93  Am.  Dec.  05. 

The  order  overruling  the  decree  of  rt* 
judicata,  from  which  the  appeal  was  taken, 
is  affirmed,  and  the  cause  is  remanded  for 
further  proceedings  consistent  with  this 
opinion. 

It  is  so  ordered. 

All  concur,  except  ITocker,  J.,  absent 
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GEORGIA  STTPREME  COVRT. 

CLABKE  BROTHERS,  Plffs.  in  Err., 

V. 

JAMES  McNATT. 
(132  Ga.  610,  64  S.  E.  796.) 

Contract  —  signatnre. 

1.  Where  a  Tendor  of  personal  property 
delivers  possesBion  of  it  to  the  vendee,  but 
receives  from  the  latter  a  promise  to  pay 
a  stipulated  amount  therefor,  and  an  agree- 

Eeadnoles  by  Lumpkin,  J. 


ment  that  the  title  shall  remain  in  the  ven- 
dor until  payment  has  t>een  made,  it  is  not 
generaly  necessary  to  the  validity  of  such 
a  contract,  as  against  the  vendee  or  one 
purchasing  under  him,  that  it  should  be 
signed  by  the  vendor. 

(a)  Where  a  contract  on  its  face  pro- 
vides or  shows  that  the  parties  intended 
for  both  to  sign  before  it  takes  effect,  it  is 
not  complete  until  both  do  so. 
Conditional  sale  ^  varying  terms  ^  ef- 
fect on  remote  vendee. 
2.  Where  a  contract  of  sale  of  personal 
property,  with  the  title  retained  in  the 
vendor  till  payment  of  the  purchase  price. 


Sole.  —  Duty  of  purchaser  of  property 
from  contlltiot%al  vendee  with  right 
to  sell,  to  see  that  latter'a  vendor  la 
paid. 

It  is  not  intended  to  include  in  this  note 
eases  involving  the  question  whether  a  ven- 
dor is  estopped  to  assert  title  to  property 
sold  conditionally,  as  against  a  third  per- 
son buying  for  his  vendee,  where  he  ex- 
pressly or  impliedly  authorizes  the  sale. 
Neither  is  it  intended  to  include  cases  con- 
sidering the  right  in  general  of  a  vendor 
as  against  a  third  person  purchasing  from 
his  vendee  with  knowledge  that  the  vendee 
held  the  property  under  a  contract  of  con- 
ditional sale  which  contained  authority  for 
him  to  sell.  The  cases  are  limited  to  such 
as  discuss  the  precise  question  raised  in 
the  title. 

In  general  the  legal  effect  of  a  conditional 
sale  and  delivery  of  property  to  a  vendee 
with  power  to  sell  and  turn  the  proceeds 
over  to  the  vendor  is  that  upon  such  sale 
the  property  ceases  to  be  security  to  the 
vendor,  and,  as  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sale, 
the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  is  there- 
by created,  and  the  only  security  the  ven- 
dor has  for  the  payment  of  the  same  to  him 
by  the  vendee  is  the  fidelity  of  the  vendee 
to  his  agreement  to  ^y  the  proceeds  of  the 
"lie  to  the  vendor.  The  vendor  having  con- 
seated  to  the  sale  without  conditions  can- 
not impose  the  burden  upon  a  subsequent 
purchaser  from  the  vendee,  to  see  that  the 
purchase  price  is  paid  him.  Tucker  v. 
Mann,  124  Ga.  1003,  53  S.  E.  504;  Ufford 
V.  Winchester,  69  Vt.  542,  38  Atl.  239; 
Peasley  v.  Noble   (Idaho)   107  Pac.  402. 

In  Ufford  v.  Winchester,  supra,  the  court 
said  that,  the  conditional  vendee  having 
unlimited  authority  to  sell  the  property 
purchased  conditionally,  and  receive  the  pay 
therefor,  one  bona  fide  purchasing  from  him 
was  not  bound  to  show  that  the  purchase 
price  was  actually  paid  to  the  original 
vendor.  And  White  v.  Langdon,  30  Vt. 
•599,  was  distinguished  by  the  court  upon 
the  ground  that  in  that  case  the  authority 
to  sell  was  conditioned  upon  the  payment 
to  the  vendor  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale, 
the  conrt,  in  the  latter  case,  holding  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  the  authority  of 
the  vendee  was  only  a  limited  authority., 
and  a  purchaser  from  him  purchased  at 
the  risk  of  his  not  omnptyins  with  the  con- 
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ditions  upon  which  his  authority  to  sell 
rested,  viz.,  the  payment  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  to  the  vendor. 

In  Peasley  v.  Noble  the  contract  of  sale 
provided  that  the  vendees,  in  the  event  of 
the  sale  of  any  of  the  property  thereby 
conveyed,  were  "to  immediately  apply  ail 
the  amounts  realized  from  the  said  sale  upon 
the  purchase  price  herein  stipulated."  The 
court  said  that  this  latter  clause  was  not  a 
condition  precedent  to  vesting  the  title,  for 
the  reason  that  the  purchase  price  could 
not  be  realized  until  the  sale  was  made,  and 
added  that  a  purchaser  of  the  property 
would  not  be  expected  to  follow  the  price 
into  the  hands  of  the  original  vendor,  and 
see  that  it  was  applied  on  the  contract 
that  being  purely  a  matter  of  trust  and 
confidence  between  the  parties  to  the  con- 
tract, and  if  the  vendees  should  fail  to  turn 
over  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  the  vendor 
"could  not,  by  any  reasonable  interpreta- 
tion, visit  the  penalty  for  such  failure  upon 
an  innocent  purchaser  of  the  property.  He 
must  rely  upon  his  righto  under  the  con- 
tract." 

Compare  with  Oliver  Chilled  Plow  Works 
V.  Dolan,  139  Mich.  668,  103  N.  W.  186, 
which  held  that  a  vendor  of  plows  to  a 
retailer,  to  be  sold  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  retail  trade,  could  assert  no  claim  against 
a  purchaser,  although  in  purchasing  he 
signed  a  written  order  upon  the  back  of 
which  appeared  a  clause  that  the  Ijtlc  to 
the  property  therein  described  was  retained 
by  the  original  vendor  until  payment  by 
him  of  the  purchase  price,  where  such  order 
also  contained  a  further  provision  giving 
the  original  vendee  unlimited  power  of  sale. 
The  court  held  that  this  clause  did  not  ap- 
ply to  a  purchaser  from  the  vendee,  because 
the  form  of  the  order  used  was  one  used 
both  in  making  sales  at  wholesale  and  also 
at  retail,  and  was  meant  to  apply  to  sales 
to  the  original  vendee,  and  such  clause 
therefore  had  no  application  to  a  sale  by 
the  vendee  under  the  power  of  sale  given 
to  him.  The  question  here  discussed,  as  to 
whether,  under  such  circumstances  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  purchaser  from  the  original 
vendee  to  see  that  the  price  was  paid  to  the 
original  vendor,  was  apparently  not  raised 
or  considered,  although  the  purchaser  had 
notice  of  the  clause  retaining  title  in  origi- 
nal vendor. 
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provided  that  the  vendee  might  sell  it  to  a 
purchaser  or  purchasers  who  should  make 
the  check  or  checks  payable  to  the  vendor, 
and  that  the  latter  should  apply  one  half 
to  hia  vendee  to  pay  for  the  expense  of  pre- 
paring and  marketing  the  product,  and  such 
contract  was  records,  if  a  purchaser  from 
a  vendee  was  affected  with  notice  of  such 
terms,  as  against,  him,  they  could  not  be 
varied  by  a  subsequent  parol  agreement  be- 
tween the  original  vendor  and  vendee  un- 
der which  one  half  of  the  amounts  received 
from  sales  of  the  lumber  was  not  applied 
to  the  purchase  price,  but  to  another  in- 
debtedness of  the  vendee  to  a  firm  of  which 
the  vendor  was  a  member,  for  supplies  fur- 
nished to  the  vendee. 
Same  —  standing  timber  —  nature. 

3.  A  contract  of  sale  in  regard  to  tim- 
ber which  is  attached  to  the  soil,  but  which 
is  presently  to  be  severed  therefrom,  and 
converted  into  personalty,  before  the  title 
is  to  pass  to  the  purchaser,  is  an  executory 
sale  of  personalty,  and  not  of  an  interest 
in  land. 

Conditional    sale  —  conditions  —  effect 
on  remote  vendee. 

4.  If  a  vendor  of  personal  property  re- 
tains title  under  a  written  and  recorded 
contract  until  payment  of  the  purchase 
money,  but  it  is  also  provided  in  such  con- 
tract that  the  vendee  may  sell  the  prop- 
erty, consisting  of  lumber  to  be  cut  and  car- 
ried to  market,  the  vendor  cannot  impose 
on  a  bona  fide  purchaser  or  purchasers  from 
his  vendee,  without  notice  of  such  limita- 
tions other  than  the  mere  recording  of  the 
contract,  the  duty  of  seeing  that  he  re- 
ceives the  proceeds  of  the  sale  or  sales;  nor, 
as  against  such  a  bona  fide  purchaser  with- 
out notice,  can  be  accomplish  such  result  by 
stating  in  the  contract  that  the  sales  shall 
be  made  to  a  purchaser  who  will  make  the 
checks  payable  to  him. 

(May  13,  1909.) 

I7<RR0R  to  the  Superior  Court  for  Mcln- 
J  tosh  County  to  review  a  judgment  in 
plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  of  bail  trover 
to  recover  certain  timber.     Reversed. 

Statement  by  Iinmpkln,  J.: 

James  McNatt  brought  an  action  of  bail 
trover  against  Clarke  Brothers,  seeking  to 
recover  two  rafts  of  timber.  The  defendants 
denied  the  plaintiff's  title  to  the  property, 
and  contended  that  it  belonged  to  them. 
McXatt  was  the  owner  of  certain  timbered 
lands.  T.  P.  McBride  and  \V.  D.  Petersen 
executed  and  delivered  to  him  the  following 
written  contract,  which  was  recorded: 

State  of  Georgia,  Montgomery  County. 

This  indenture  and  contract  of  lease, 
made  and  entered  into  this  the  22d  day  of 
January,  1903,  between  James  McXatt,  of 
the  first  part,  and  T.  P.  McBride  and  W.  D. 
Petersen,  of  the  second  part,  all  the  parties 
of  the  county  and  state  aforesaid,  witness- 
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eth:  That,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  and  thirty-six  and  "/,« 
dollars,  to  be  paid  as  hereinafter  provided,  as 
the  purchase  price  of  all  the  sawmill  tim- 
ber on  the  following  tract  of  land  [describ- 
ing it].  The  aforesaid  condition  [considera- 
tion?] of  two  thousand  and  thirty-six  dol- 
lars and  "Am  is  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate 
of  8  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  above 
date,  and  is  to  be  paid  as  follows :  The  said 
parties  of  the  second  part  hereby  agree,  in 
order  to  pay  the  aforesaid  sum  of  two  thous- 
and and  thirty-six  and  "/m  dollars  and  all 
interest  that  may  accrue  thereon  at  the  said 
rate  of  8  per  cent  per  annum,  to  cut,  haul, 
and  saw  square  all  the  sawmill  timber  on 
the  land  aforesaid,  and  when  the  same  is 
ready  for  the  Darien  market,  then  the  same 
is  to  be  sold  to  a  buyer  who  will  make  the 
check  payable  to  the  said  James  McKatt, 
who  hereby  agrees  to  return  to  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part  qne  half  of  the 
proceeds  of  said  check,  in  order  that  the 
said  parties  may  defray  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  reason  of  preparing  the  said  tim- 
ber for  market.  It  is  further  agreed  by  the 
parties  to  this  contract  that  the  said  James 
McKatt  reserves  the  title  to  the  aforesaid 
sawmill  timber,  and  control  and  sale  there- 
of, until  the  purchase  price  aforesaid  is  paid. 
In  order  to  further  secure  the  aforesaid  sum 
of  two  thousand  and  thirty-six  and  "/,»  dol- 
lars, we  hereby  mortgage  and  create  a  lien 
on  the  following  personal  property  to  wit: 
[Describing  it.]  It  is  further  agreed  that 
the  above  sum  of  two  thousand  and  thirty- 
six  and  "An  dollars,  to  become  due  and  col- 
lectable in  six  months  from  the  above  date; 
and  should  we  fail  to  pay  the  aforesaid  sum 
of  two  thousand  and  thirty-six  and  "/,,■ 
dollars,  we  hereby  constitute  the  said  James 
McNatt  our  lawful  authorized  agent  to  sell 
said  mules  heretofore  described,  and  to  exe- 
cute titles  thereto  in  our  names,  after  hav- 
ing advertised  the  same  for  ten  days  at  the 
courthouse  in  Montgomery  county,  Georgia, 
said  Co.,  and  appropriate  the  proceeds  to  the 
payment  of  the  aforesaid  sum  and  all  inter- 
est and  costs  that  may  accrue  thereto.  And 
we  hereby  waive  and  renounce  for  ourselves 
and  families  all  the  rights  to  the  homestead 
or  exemption  laws  which  we  may  have 
under  or  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution  or 
laws  of  the  state  of  Georgia  or  of  the  United 
States,  as  against  this  note  or  any  renewal 
thereof.  In  witness  whereof  we  have  here- 
unto set  our  hands  and  seals  the  day  and 
year  first  above  written. 

T.  P.  McBride.     [L.  S.] 
W.  D.  Petersen.     [L.  S.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence 
of  W.  L.  Wilson,  Com.  N.  P.  M.  Co.,  Ga, 

Recorded  January  28.  1903. 

*D.  B.  Graham.  Clerk 
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On  this  were  entered  four  credits,  of 
$90.82,  $462.97,  $440.04,  and  $366.67,  re- 
spectively. McBride  and  Petersen  cut  tim- 
ber from  the  property  and  caused  it  to  l>e 
sold.  Some  of  the  drafts  or  checks  given  in 
payment  were  made  payable  to  McKatt,  and 
some  to  the  order  of  McBride  and  Petersen. 
In  order  to  carry  on  the  business,  McBride 
and  Petersen  purchased  supplies  from  mer- 
chants, a  large  part  of  them  from  E.  T.  Mc- 
Bride &  Company,  which  firm  was  composed 
of  E.  T.  McBride  and  the  plaintiff,  McNatt. 
The  plaintiff  testified  that  that  firm  would 
not  furnish  McBride.and  Petersen  with  sup- 
plies until  he  agreed  that  the  indebtedness 
due  them  should  first  be  paid  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  timber  as  cut  and  sold,  and  then 
the  balance  should  be  paid  to  him  on  ac- 
count of  the  purchase  price,  he  saying:  "If 
anybody  loses,  let  it  be  me."  He  admitted 
that  $2,037.42  had  been  by  consent  delivered 
to  E.  T.  McBride  &  Company,  and  said  that, 
after  settling  the  account  of  that  firm,  he 
received  certain  payments  for  which  he  gave 
credit  on  the  contract  with  McBride  and 
Petersen.  He  testified  that  these  applica- 
tions of  payments  were  made  by  agreement 
between  himself,  E.  T.  McBride  &  Company, 
and  McBride  and  Petersen.  He  indorsed 
drafts  which  were  payable  to  him.  Finally 
Clarke  Brothers  bought  the  timber  now  in 
controversy  from  McBride  and  Petersen,  and 
gave  drafts  which  were  not  payable  to  Mc- 
Natt. These  drafts  did  not  come  into  the 
hands  of  the  plaintiff,  and  he  sought  to  Ye- 
cover  the  timber.  There  was  also  testimony 
tending  to  show  notice  to  Clarke  Brothers  of 
a  claim  to  the  property  by  the  plaintiff. 
On  behalf  of  the  defendants,  there  was  testi- 
mony that  the  consideration  for  the  entire 
timber  had  been  paid  to  McNatt,  and  that 
nothing  was  due  him  on  account  of  it  when 
the  sale  was  made  to  Clarke  Brothers. 
There  was  also  evidence  conflicting  in  some 
respects  with  that  of  the  plaintiff  as  to 
any  agreed  application  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  timber  first  to  the  account  of  E.  T. 
McBride  &  Company.  There  was  much 
other  evidence  which  it  is  unnecessary  to 
set  out.  The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff. 
The  defendants  moved  for  a  new  trial  which 
was  refused,  and  they  excepted. 

Mr.  WllUam  ti.  Clay,  for  plaintiffs  in 
error: 

The  sale  of  the  timber  was  a  sale  of  per- 
sonalty. 

Graham  ▼.  West,  126  Ga.  624,  55  S.  E. 
931. 

To  constitute   a   valid   sale   of   personal 
property,  a  bill  of  sale  to  the  property  must 
be  executed  by  the  vendor  to  the  vendee, 
and  recorded. 
26  LJL^  (N.a) 


Henry  Vogt  Mach.  Co.  v.  Bailey,  2  Ga. 
App.  206,  58  S.  E.  314. 

The  plaintiff  is  estopped  from  question- 
ing the  title  of  Claf ke  Brothers. 

25  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  673;  Alexander  v. 
Ellison,  79  Ky.  148 ;  Markham  v.  O'Connor, 
52.  Ga.  183,  21  Am.  Rep.  249;  Tucker  v. 
Mann,  124  Ga.  1003,  53  S.  E.  504. 

Messrs.  E.  J.  Giles  and  Hlncs  &  Jor- 
dan, for  defendant  in  error: 

The  owner  of  land  may  lawfully  contract 
for  the  cutting  of  the  timber  thereon,  and 
may  provide  in  whom  the  ownership  of  the 
product  shall  rest. 

De  Vaughn  v.  Howell,  82  Ga.  336,  14  Am. 
St.  Rep.  162,  9  S.  E.  173;  Jordan  v.  Jojes, 

110  Ga.  47,  35  S.  E.  161. 

The  contract  was  not  unilateral,  as  there 
was  a  consideration  for  the  promise  of  Mc- 
Natt other  than  the  contemplated  mutual 
obligations  assumed  by  the  parties. 

Atlanta  Buggy  Co.  v.  Hess  Spring  &  Axle 
Co.  124  Ga.  338,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  431,  52  S. 
E.  613;  Perry  v.  Paschal,  103  Ga.  137,  29 
S.  E.  703. 

The  fact  that  Clarke  Brothers  got  posses- 
sion of  the  timber  in  the  usual  course  of 
business,  from  the  original  vendees,  who  liad 
the  custody  of  the  same  under  an  apparent 
claim  of  right,  and  paid  such  vendees  for  it, 
will  not  protect  Clarke  Brothers  against  the 
original  vendor,  who  sold  the  timber  with  u 
reservation  of  title  until  it  was  paid  for. 

Flannery  v.  Harley,  117  Ga.  484,  43  S.  E. 
705;  Miller  v.  Wilson,  98  Ga.  667,  *8  Am. 
St.  Rep.  319,  25  8.  E.  578  Evens  v.  Napier, 

111  Ga.  105,  36  S.  E.  426. 

Mr.  Charles  M.  Tyson  also  for  defend- 
ant in  error. 

liumpkln,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

1.  Objection  was  made  to  the  admission 
of  the  contract  in  evidence  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  not  signed  by  McNatt.  Section 
2776  of-  the  Civil  Code,  on  the  subject  of 
conditional  sales,  declares  that  "every  such 
conditional  sale,  in  order  for  the  reservation 
of  title  to  be  valid  as  against  third  parties, 
shall  be  evidenced  in  writing,  and  not  other- 
wise. And  the  written  contract  of  every 
such  conditional  sale  shall  be  executed  and 
attested  in  the  same  manner  as  mortgages 
on  personal  property."  It  is  not  required 
that  the  vendor  as  well  as  the  vendee  shall 
sign  the  written  instrument.  Smith  v.  De 
Vaughn,  82  Ga.  674,  9  S.  E.  425.  If  the 
personal  property  is  delivered  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  vendee,  the  object  is  to  pro- 
vide a  method  of  putting  third  parties  on 
notice  that  the  apparent  title  thus  evidenced 
by  possession  is  not  in  fact  such,  but  that 
the  title  rests  in  the  vendor  until  the  condi- 
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tion  of  the  sale  shall  be  fulfilled.  As 
against  creditors  or  persons  claiming  under 
the  vendee,  it  does  not  require  the  signature 
of  the  vendor.  The  contract  is  in  some  de- 
gree analogized  in  the  section  of  the  Code 
to  a  mortgage.  An  instrument  of  the  latter 
kind  is  signed  by  the  mortgagor,  and  a  bill 
of  sale  to  secure  a  debt  is  signed  by  the 
debtor.  If  the  property  should  remain  in 
the  possession  of  the  vendor,  and  it  were 
sought  to  set  up  notice  as  against  his  cred- 
itors or  persons  holding  under  him,  a  differ- 
ent question  might  be  presented. 

The  instrument  in  the  present  case  con- 
tains some  indication  that  the  vendor  should 
have  signed  it,  as  agreements  by  him  are 
stated  in  it ;  but  in  the  latter  part  it  appar- 
ently contemplates  only  the  signature  of  the 
vendees.  If  a  contract  is  intended  to  be 
signed  by  both  parties,  and  so  appears  on  its 
face,  it  is  not  complete  until  thus  signed. 
Delaware  Ins.  Co.  v.  Pennsylvania  F.  Ins. 
Co.  120  Ga.  388,  55  S.  E.  330,  7  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  1134,  and  citations.  But  as  it  is 
not  clear  that  both  vendor  and  vendees  in- 
tended to  sign  the  contract  before  it  should 
become  effective,  and  as  both  have  acted  un- 
der the  instrument,  and  the  lumber  has  been 
cut  and  sold  by  the  latter,  a  failure  of  the 
vendor  to  sign  will  not  be  held  to  operate 
so  as  to  convey  complete  title  to  the  vendees, 
who  did  sign  the  instrument,  which  was 
duly  attested  and  recorded. 

2.  The  court  charged  the  jury  as  fol- 
lows: '"If,  however,  notwithstanding  the 
original  agreement  between  McNatt  and  Mc- 
Bride  and  Petersen,  [another  was  made]  by 
the  terms  of  which  the  original  agreement 
in  that  respect  was  varied,  and  that  McKatt 
should  take  the  money,  and  did  take  the 
money,  received  from  timber  sold  by  McBride 
and  Peterson,  and  by  their  direction  or  con- 
sent applied  it  first  to  the  extinguishment 
or  partial  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  Mc- 
Bride &  Company,  why  McNatt  would  have 
the  right  to  so  apply  it,  if  it  was  with  the 
consent  and  direction  of  McBride  and  Peter- 
sen, and  if  he  did  so  apply  it,  whatever  por- 
tion was  left  after  being  so  applied  to  the 
indebtedness  of  McBride  &  Company,  the  rest 
would  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  lien. 
You  will  ascertain  how  much  has  gone  to 
the  payment  of  the  original  price  of  the  tim- 
ber. If  sufficient  to  discharge  it,  why,  as  I 
say,  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover.  If  not 
sufficient  to  discharge  it,  provided  that  you 
find  that  the  subsequent  contract  has  been 
satisfactorily  proven,  why  then  the  plaintiff 
should  recover,  because  his  lien  would  still 
be  in  existence.  He  would  have  a  right 
ahead  of  the  rights  of  Clarke  Brothers,  or 
any  other  purchaser  of  timber." 

This  char;:e  was  erroneous.  If  the  reser- 
vation of  title  was  good  as  against  pur- 
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chasers  of  the  timber  from  McBride  and 
Petersen,  and  if  they  were  charged  with 
notice  of  the  contents  of  the  contract,  and 
the  conditions  and  agreements  contained 
therein,  to  allow  those  conditions  and  agree- 
ments to  be  varied  as  against  them  by  a 
parol  agreement  between  McNatt  and  Mc- 
Bride and  Petersen  would  be  substantially 
to  allow  a  parol  reservation  of  title  instead 
of  a  written  one.  The  nature  of  this  con- 
tract of  conditional  sale  will  be  considered 
later;  but  for  the  present  it  is  enough  to 
say  that,  if  McNatt  could  rely  on  the  writ- 
ten contract  as  affecting  the  rights  of  pur- 
chasers from  McBride  and  Petersen,  he 
could  not  also  injuriously  affect  those  rights 
by  means  of  a  subsequent  parol  agreement 
or  understanding  with  his  immediate  ven- 
dees. Suppose  that  Clarke  Brothers  had 
bought  enough  of  the  timber  to  have  paid 
the  entire  purchase  price  to  McNutt,  after 
deducting  what  should  go  to  the  payment  of 
expenses,  and  had  made  a  check  payable  to 
McKatt  in  strict  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  the  written  agreement  between  him  and 
McBride  and  Petersen.  McNatt  could  not, 
with  the  assent  or  agreement  of  McBride 
and  Petersen,  have  applied  such  a  payment 
to  other  indebtedness  than  the  purchase 
money  of  the  timber,  and  still  have  recov- 
ered the  timber  from  Clarke  Brothers.  Un- 
der the  charge  of  the  court  above  quoted, 
this  would  have  been  possible.  That  pay- 
ments by  purchasers  from  McBride  and  Pet- 
ersen were  made  at  different  times,  or  that 
McNatt  treated  checks  not  made  to  his  or- 
der as  sufficient  by  accepting  and  applying 
them,  would  not  authorize  him  to  insist  on 
the  terms  of  the  written  instrument  as 
against  purchasers  from  McBride  and  Peter- 
sen, even  though  bona  fide  and  without 
notice  other  than  such  as  the  record  of  the 
paper  might  carry,  and  at  the  same  time 
vary  the  terms  of  such  instrument  by  parol 
agreement  with  McBride  and  Petersen,  and 
set  up  the  variance  also  as  against  the  right) 
of  such  purchasers,  who  were  not  shown  to 
have  had  aaiy  knowledge  thereof  or  to  have 
acquiesced  therein. 

The  error  contained  in  the  charge  above 
set  out  entered  into  several  other  portions 
of  the  charge  which  were  made  grounds  of 
the  motion  for  a  new  trial.  It  was  not  an 
ordinary  question  of  application  of  pay- 
ments between  debtor  and  creditor,  which 
could  be  controlled  by  agreement,  or  when, 
in  the  absence  of  agreement,  the  creditor 
could  make  the  application,  or,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  this  the  law  would  make  it  for  the 
parties.  Civil  Code  §  3722.  It  was  an  ef- 
fort to  set  up  the  strict  terms  of  a  written 
contract  between  the  vendor  and  vendeei 
with  reservation  of  title  in  the  former, 
against  third  persons,  but  to  bind  such  per- 
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sons  also  by  a  departure  from  the  contract. 
If  McNatt  received  enough  from  sales  of 
timber  by  McBride  and  Petersen  to  pay  the 
purchase  money  in  full,  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  written  agreement,  he  oould 
not  set  up  as  against  third  parties  an 
agreed  diversion  of  such  purchase  money  to 
the  payment  of  other  indebtedness  of  Mc- 
Bride and  Petersen  to  him,  or  to  the  firm  of 
which  he  was  a  member. 

3,  4.  It  was  urged  that  the  verdict  was 
contrary  to  law  and  evidence,  because,  un- 
der the  undisputed  evidence  and  under  the 
written  instrument  which  was  introduced, 
McNatt  was  not  authorized  to  recover.  In 
Jordan  v.  Jones,  110  Ga.  47,  35  S.  E.  151, 
where  a  landowner  agreed  with  a  laborer  to 
allow  the  latter  to  cut  timber  from  the  land, 
and  transport  and  deliver  the  logs  to  a  sec- 
ond person,  who,  by  agreement,  was  to  re- 
serve from  their  sale  a  certain  amount  per 
thousand  feet  for  the  landowner,  the  con- 
tract was  sustained,  and  it  was  held  that 
the  title  to  the  logs  did  not  pass  to  the 
laborer;  and  that,  when  he  abandoned  the' 
contract  and  left  on  the  land  certain  logs 
which  had  been  cut  by  him,  they  were  not 
subject  to  levy  as  his  property.  It  was  said 
that  the  contract  was  a  peculiar  one,  and 
that  the  relation  between  the  landowner  and 
the  laborer  had  some  of  the  elements  of  an 
executory  agreement,  some  of  a  partnership, 
some  of  a  conditonal  sale,  and  some  of  a 
bailment.  A  contract  of  sale  of  growing 
trees  concerns  an  interest  in  realty.  Corbin 
V.  Durden,  126  Ga.  429,  55  S.  E*.  30.  An 
agreement  for  the  sale  of  property  attached 
to  the  soil,  but  which  is  to  be  severed  there- 
from and  converted  into  personalty,  before 
the  title  to  the  property  is  to  pass  to  the 
purchaser,  is  an  executory  sale  of  personal 
property,  and  not  of  an  interest  in  land. 
Graham  v.  West,  126  Ga.  624,  55  S.  E.  931. 
Under  these  rulings,  the  contract  now  be- 
fore us  should  be  treated  as  dealing  with 
personal  property  rather  than  with  realty, 
at  least  as  to  the  timber  which  was  to  be 
CMt  and  sold.  It  was  not  a  bailment,  but  a 
sale.  It  was  not  a  method  of  paying  per- 
sons who  should  cut  the  timber  and  prepare 
it  for  market,  for  their  services,  as  in  Jor- 
dan's Case,  supra. 

Aside  from  legislative  acts  regulating  con- 
ditional sales  and  their  record,  such  sales 
have  been  productive  of  much  litigation. 
Starting  with  the  maxim  that  no  one  can 
convey  a  title  which  he  does  not  own,  a 
variety  of  modifications  and  limitations  of 
its  application  have  resulted  from  the  con- 
duct of  the  parties.  It  was  at  one  time  a 
subject  of  controversy  as  to  whether  an 
owner  of  personal  property  who  placed  it 
in  possession  of  another  under  a  contract  of 
conditional  sale,  and  thus  invested  the  pur- 
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chaser  with  prima  facie  evidence  of  owner- 
ship, could  assert  his  title  as  against  a-  bona 
fide  purchaser  without  notice  from  such 
person,  or  against  a  creditor  of  the  person 
so  intrusted.  As  to  bailments,  it  was  clear 
that  the  bailor  could  not  be  held  to  have 
lost  his  property  by  merely  intrusting  it  to 
the  bailee  for  a  specific  purpose.  As  to  con- 
ditional sales,  the  view  generally  prevailed 
that,  while  possession  of  personalty  was 
prima  facie  evidence  of  ownership,  it  was 
only  prima  facie  so,  and  was  subject  to  be 
rebutted  by  proving  the  actual  title,  and 
that  therefore,  where  a  conditional  sale  was 
made  with  reservation  of  title  in  the  vendor 
until  the  condition  should  be  performtrd, 
such  as  the  payment  of  purchase  money, 
the  mere  delivery  of  possession  to  the  ven- 
dee, without  more,  did  not  destroy  the  right 
of  the  vendor  to  assert  his  title,  even  as 
against  bona  fide  purchaser  without  notice 
from  the  vendee.  But  if  the  vendor  went 
further,  and  conferred  upon  the  vendee  the 
actual  or  apparent  right  of  sale,  the  right  of 
a  bona  fide  purchaser  without  notice  would 
prevail.  Thus,  in  Leigh  Bros.  v.  Mobile  & 
O.  R.  Co.  58  Ala.  165,  Brickell,  Ch.  J.,  said: 
"Another  class  of  cases  forming  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule  is  when  tl)e  owner, 
by  his  own  act  or  consent,  has  given  an- 
other such  evidence  of  the  right  to  sell  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  his  goods  as,  according 
to  the  customs  of  trade  or  the  common  un- 
derstanding of  the  world,  usually  accom- 
panied the  authority  of  sole  or  of  disposi- 
tion. Then,  if  the  person  intrusted  with 
the  possession  of  the  goods,  and  with  the 
indicia  of  ownership,  or  of  authority  to 
sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  them,  in  viola- 
tion of  his  duty  to  the  owner,  sells  to  an  in- 
nocent purchaser,  the  sale  will  prevail 
against  the  right  of  the  owner.  He  ought 
to  bear  the  loss  which  may  follow  from  his 
misplaced  confidence,  rather  than  the  bona 
fide  purchaser,  who  relied  on  the  evidence  of 
property  or  of  authority  with  which  he 
clothed  the  possessor." 

In  1  Mechem  on  Sales,  §  601,  it  is  said: 
"But  the  rule  permitting  the  conditional 
vendor  to  retake  his  goods  in  case  of  de- 
fault, even  from  a  bona  fide  purchaser  from 
his  conditional  vendee,  very  obviously 
should  not,  and  does  not,  apply  in  those 
cases  in  which  the  goods  have  been  delivered 
to  the  conditional  vendee  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  being  resold  to  such  a  purchaser,  as 
where  a  retail  dealer  obtains  goods  from  a 
wholesale  dealer  upon  the  agreement  that 
the  title  to  the  goods  as  a  bulk  shall  re- 
main in  the  latter,  but  the  retail  dealer  is 
impliedly,  if  not  expressly,  permitted  to  sell 
from  the  bulk  in  the  usual  course  of  trade. 
A  sale  of  the  goods  in  bulk  might  be  deemed 
unauthorized  and  pass  no  title;  but  the  re- 
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tail  purchaser  in  the  usual  coarse  of  busi- 
ness would,  where  such  resales  were  express- 
ly or  impliedly  authorized,  obtain  a  good 
title,  though  the  retail  dealer  might  fail  in 
paying  for  the  goods."  See  also,  on  the 
general  subject.  Winchester  Wagon  Works 
&  Mfg.  Co.  ▼.  Carman,  109  Ind.  31,  68  Am. 
Rep.  382,  0  N.  E.  707  (a  case  involving  a 
conditional  sale  of  a  car  load  of  twenty 
wagons  by  a  manufacturer  to  a  dealer) ; 
Columbus  Buggy  Co.  v.  Turley,  73  Miss. 
629,  32  L.R.A.  260,  55  Am.  St.  Rep.  650,  19 
So.  232;  Fitzgerald  v.  Fuller,  19  Hun,  180; 
Ludden  v.  Hazen,  31  Barb.  660;  Wilder  v. 
Wilson,  16  Lea,  548;  Rogers  v.  Whitehouse, 
71  Me.  222;  Devlin  v.  O'Neill  (N.  Y.  C.  P.) 
6  Daly,  305;  Brinton  v.  Gerry,  7  111.  App. 
238;  McComs  v.  Guild,  C.  &  Co.  0  Lea,  81; 
Pickering  v.  Busk,  IS  East,  38  (a  case 
which  has  been  thought  to  go  quite  far  as 
to  what  would  constitute  an  implied  au- 
thority to  sell)  ;  Loving  Pub.  Co.  v.  John- 
son, 68  Tex.  273, 4  S.  W.  532.  Some  of  these 
authorities  apply  the  rule  in  favor  of  cred- 
itors as  well  as  bona  fide  purchasers. 

Under  our  present  law  in  regard  to  the 
execution  of  contracts  of  conditional  sale 
(codified  in  S  2776  of  the  Civil  Code),  it  is 
provided  as  follows:  "Whenever  personal 
property  is  sold  and  delivered  with  the  con- 
dition affixed  to  the  sale  that  the  title  there- 
to is  to  remain  in  the  vendor  of  such  per- 
sonal property  until  the  purchase  price 
thereof  shall  have  been  paid,  every  such 
conditional  sale,  in  order  for  the  reservation 
of  title  to  be  valid  as  against  third  parties, 
shall  be  evidenced  in  writing,  and  not  other- 
wise. And  the  written  contract  of  every 
such  conditional  sale  shall  be  executed  and 
attested  in  the  same  manner  as  mortgages 
on  personal  property;  as  between  the  par- 
ties themselves,  the  contract  as  made  by 
them  shall  be  valid,  and  may  be  enforced, 
whether  evidenced  in  writing  or  not."  _  By 
§  2777  conditional  bills  of  sale  are  required 
to  be  recorded  withiir  thirty  days  from  their 
date.  This  law  provides  for  the  making  of 
a  sale  with  reservation  of  title  in  the  vendor 
until  the  purchase  money  shall  have  been 
paid,  and  that  such  contracts  may  be  good, 
not  only  between  the  parties,  but  also  against 
third  parties,  even  innocent  purchasers 
without  actual  notice,  if  they  are  executed 
and  recorded  in  accordance  with  the  stat- 
ute. It  does  not  provide  generally  for  af- 
fecting the  world  with  notice  of  all  con- 
tracts- of  bailment,  agency,  or  partnership. 
A  contract  for  the  retention  of  title  in  a 
vendor  until  payment,  though  the  possession 
of  the  chattel  is  delivered  to  the  vendee, 
normally  contemplates  a  lack  of  authority 
in  the  vendee  to  sell  until  payment,  at  least ' 
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to  sell  more  than  such  interest  aa  he  las. 
Authority  to  sell  the  entire  title  to  a  third 
party  is  inconsistent  with  its  retention  br 
the  vendor.  Where,  therefore,  a  vendor  who 
reserves  title  until  payment  confers  upon 
his  vendee  the  power  to  sell  the  chattel,  he 
confers  a  power  to  destroy  his  retention  of 
title. 

Can  a  vendor  of  personalty  who  retaini 
title  until  payment  of  the  purchase  money 
authorize  the  vendee  to  sell  all  or  a  part  of 
the  property,  and  impose  upon'  the  pur- 
chaser the  duty  of  seeing  that  he  is  paid 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale?  And  will  it  bind 
a  bona  flde  purchaser  without  notice,  frtim 
the  original  vendee,  if  such  a  provision  i> 
inserted  in,  and  recorded  as  a  part  of  the 
contract  of  conditional  saleT  In  Guill  t. 
Northern,  67  Ga.  346,  a  deed  conveyed  land 
to  the  wife  of  the  grantor  for  her  use  for 
life,  together  with  her  children,  and  provid- 
ed that  at  her  death  it  should  be  divided 
among  the  children.  It  contained  a  pover 
in  the  wife  "at  any  time  in  her  discretion 
to  sell  and  convey  the  said  property  by  deed, 
provided  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  were  in- 
vested in  other  real  estate  for  the  uses  ex- 
pressed." It  was  held  that  a  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser from  the  wife  acquired  a  good  title, 
and  was  not  bound  to  see  to  the  application 
of  the  proceeds.  In  Tucker  v.  ilann,  124 
Ga.  1003,  63  S.  E.  604,  one  person  executed 
to  another  a  promissory  note  which  contained 
a  clause  conveying  to  the  payee  the  title 
to  a  certain  mule  as  security.  The  payee 
had  the  note  duly  recorded.  Before  it  was 
fully  paid  he  authorized  the  debtor  to  sell 
the  mule  and  turn  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
over  to  him.  The  debtor  sold  the  mule,  but 
failed  to  pay  the  proceeds  to  the  creditor, 
and  the  latter  brought  an  action  of  trover 
against  the  purchaser.  The  court  charged 
that,  if  the  plaintiff  gave  the  maker  of  the 
note  permission  to  sell  the  mule,  coupled 
with  the  condition  that  the  maker  was  to 
pay  him  the  money  received  from  the  sale, 
and  the  defendant  bought  the  mule  in  good 
faith  without  knowledge  of  this  condition, 
then  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover,  and  that 
the  defendant  would  not  be  required  to  aee 
that  the  condition  was  complied  with,  and 
would  get  a  good  title  to  the  mule  regard- 
less of  it.  This  court  held  that  the  charge 
was  not  erroneous,  and  that,  the  evidence 
showing  the  facts  as  stated,  a  verdict  for 
the  defendant  was  proper. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  case  of  Guill 
V.  Northern,  supra,  the  recorded  deed  in- 
cluded the  power  of  sale  and  eon\-eTanc«. 
provided  the  proceeds  should  be  reinvested. 
But  this  attempt  to  place  the  burden  of  see- 
ing to  the  reinvestment  upon  the  purchaEtr 
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«u  IieM  not  to  aecompliih  th&t  resnll    In 
the  caM  of  Tucker  t.  Mann,  supra,  the  re- 
corded contract,  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  of 
■ale  to  secure  payment  of  a  debt,  contained 
BO  power  of  sale  at  all.    The  debtor,  there- 
fore, had  no  authority  to  make  any  sale 
except  eu6h  as  was  given  him  outside  of  the 
writing.     The  creditor  undertook  to  make 
the  authority  to  sell  conditional  upon  his 
r«ceiTing  the  money.     But  this  court  held 
that,  as  against  a  bona  fide  purchaser  with- 
out notice,  he  could  not  do  so.    In  the  case 
before  ua  the  effort  was  made  to  authorize 
the  vendee  in  a  conditional  sale  to  prepare 
the  lumber  and  carry  it  to  a  distant  market 
and  there  sell  it,  but  to  impose  on  the  pur- 
chaser substantially  the  duty  of  seeing  that 
the  original  vendor  received  the  proceeds. 
This  was  not  stated  in  so  many  words,  as 
ia  the  two  case  above  cited;  but  the  effort 
vaa  made   to   aoccHnpIish   the  same  result 
by  aaying  that  the  vendees  under  the  con- 
ditional  sale   might   sell   to   a  buyer  who 
vould  make  the  check  payable  to  the  orig- 
inal vendor.    The  law  does  not  contemplate 
that  one  who  reserves  title  as  security  can 
authorize  his  vendee  to  sell  the  property, 
but  charge  a  bona  fide  purchaser  without 
notice  with  the  duty  of  seeing  that  he  re- 
oives  the  proceeds;  nor  does  the  record  of 
the  contract  of  conditional  sale  convey  no- 
ti'e  to  purchasers  under  the  original  vendee 
of  any  such  duty,  or  impose  it  upon  them. 
If  McNatt  could,  by  inserting  such  a  provi- 
sion in  his  contract,  make  the  validity  of 
the  title  acquired  by  purchasers  under  Mc- 
Bride  and  Petersen  depend  on  their  making 
payment  in  the  form  of  a  check  to  him, 
there  would  seem  to  be  no  reason  why  he 
could  not  say  that  they  would  acquire  title 
if  they  made  payment  in  gold,  or  in  bills 
of  the  denomination  of  $100,  or  in  any  other 
form  which  he  might  think  likely  to  reach 
him  through  the  hands  of  the  vendees  whom 
he  had  authorized  to  make  the  sale. 

It  also  appears  from  the  evidence  that 
McXatt  did  not  require  of  McBride  and 
Petersen  a  strict  compliance  with  this  por- 
tion of  the  agreement,  even  as  between 
themselves,  but  recognized  drafts  or  checks 
not  payable  to  him  as  sufficient  in  sales  of 
other  portions  of  the  lumber.  It  may  be  a 
question  as  to  whether  he  did  not  waive  a 
strict  compliance,  even  as  between  him  and 
his  vendees.  Whether  Clarke  Brothers  were 
bona  fide  purchasers  without  notice  aside 
from  the  mere  record  of  the  contract  is  a 
question  of  fact,  and  we  deem  it  best  to  re- 
turn the  case  for  a  trial  upon  the  issues, 
under  proper  instructions  from  the  court. 

Jud^ent  reversed. 

An  tke  Jnsttces  concur. 
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GEORGIA  SUPREME  COURT. 

CLEVELAND  WESTBROOK,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 

(133  Ga.  578,  66  S.  E.  788.) 

Criminal  law  —  convict  —  corporal  pun- 
ishment. 

1.  A  warden  in  charge  of  convicts  work- 
ing on  a  county  chain  gang  has  no  author- 
ity to  administer  corporal  punishment  to  a 
convict,  except  such  as  may  be  reasonably 
necessary  to  compel  the  convict  to  work  or 
labor  in  the  execution  of  his  sentence,  or 
to  maintain  proper  discipline. 

Same  ^  assault  —  what  amounts  to. 

2.  Corporal  punishment  of  a  convict  by 
ik  warden,  administered  where  the  circum- 
stances are  not  of  a  character  sufficient 
to  authorize  such  punishment,  is  an  assault. 
Same  —  abetters  —  question  for  jury. 

3.  Where  a  warden  attempts  to  adminis- 
ter corporal  punishment  to  a  convict  under 
circumstances  where  the  attempt  amounts 
to  an  assault,  and  calls  upon  another  con- 
vict to  assist  in  administering  the  punish- 
ment, and  the  latter  (in  rendering  such  as- 
sistance) exercises  some  force  against  the 
convict  sought  to  be  punished,  tending  to 
overcome  him  and  put  him  in  the  power  of 
the  warden,  it  is  for  the  jury  to  say  with 
what  intent  the  force  was  exercised,  and 
whether  such  other  convict  is  an  abetter 
of  the  warden. 

Same  —  homicide  —  voluntary  .  man- 
slaughter —  instructions. 

4.  If,  under  the  circumstances  enumer- 
ated in  the  preceding  headnote,  the  assault- 
ed convict,  while  engaged  in  a  fight  with 
the  warden  to  prevent  the  assault,  turned 
and  slew  the  fellow  convict,  who  was  an 
abetter  to  the  warden  in  committing  the 
assault,  the  homicide  might  be  reduced  to 
voluntary  manslaughter;  and_  it  was  er- 
roneous for  the  judge  to  omit  to  charge 
the  law  relating  to  that  offense. 

(Evans,  P.  J.,  and  Lumpkin,  J.,  dissent.) 

(December  22,  1909.) 

ERROR  to  the  Superior  Court  for  Tift 
County  to  review  a  judgment  convict- 
ing defendant  of  murder.    Reversed. 

Statement  by  Atkinson,  J.: 

Cleveland  Westbrook  was  convicted  of 
murder,  without  recommendation.  His  mo- 
tion for  new  trial  was  overruled,  and  he 
excepted.  In  the  motion  it  was  contended 
that  the  evidence  was  of  such  character  as 

Headnotes  by  Atkinson,  J. 


Note. —  The  above  case  appears  to  be 
one  of  first  impression  upon  the  question 
of  homicide  by  a  convict  in  resisting  cor- 
poral punishment. 
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to  reduce  the  homicide  to  voluntary  man- 
slaughter, and  complaint  was  made  that  the 
judge  failed  to  charge  the  jury  the  law 
applicable  to  that  offense.  The  defendant 
was  a  convict  working  on  the  chain  gang 
in  Tift  county.  It  does  not  appear  whether 
he  was  a  felony  or  a  misdemeanor  convict. 

J.  M.  Davis,  a  witness  for  the  state,  testi- 
fied that  he  was  warden  at  the  county 
convict  camp  on  January  22d,  when  the 
defendant  killed  another  convict*  on  the 
"squad  chain"  with  him.  There  were  ten 
or  twelve  convicts  on  the  same  chain.  The 
defendant  was  on  the  end  of  the  chain,  and 
the  deceased  was  next  to  him.  Witness 
and  a  guard  by  the  name  of  Walker  were 
the  only  white  men  there.  He  also  testified: 
"Every  night,  in  order  to  keep  the  cars 
clean  and  give  them  more  room,  I  had  a 
shed  built  on  the  outside, — ^just  run  out 
with  tin;  and  I  would  let  them  build  a  fire 
on  the  outside,  so  they  could  warm  out 
there.  We  had  no  heat  in  the  car.  It  was 
very  dark  and  foggy,  but  we  would  let  them 
sit  out  there  until  time  to  come  in  the 
car.  Then  we  would  lock  them  up.  I  was 
right  close  by.  I  let  them  sit  out  there, 
and  smoke,  and  talk.  A  few  minutes  before 
the  fight,  I  was  in  the  car  there,  and 
heard  a  disturbance.  I  suppose  I  was  20  steps 
from  them.  I  hallooed  to  them,  and  asked 
them  what  the  trouble  was.  One  said, 
'Blindy  is  cutting  up.'  They  called  him 
'Blindy,* — blind  in  one  eye.  They  said,  'You 
will  have  to  come  out  here.'  I  got  up  and 
went  out  there,  and  one  of  the  boys  met  me 
and  said,  'You  had  better  watch  him;  he 
has  got  a  knife.'  I  went  out  there  and 
asked  him  wliat  the  trouble  was.  I  saw 
he  had  gotten  o(T  to  himself.  All  the  rest 
of  the  boys  were  standing  oflT  from  him. 
He  was  on  the  bench,  whittling  with  the 
knife.  I  said,  'What  are  you  doing  with 
that  knife?'  He  said,  'I  just  got  it.'  I 
said,  'What  is  the  trouble  t'  He  said, 
'These  boys  are  trying  to  run  over  me.'  I 
said,  1  think  you  are  mistaken;  I  heard 
it;  you  started  it.'  He  said,  'No,  sir;  these 
boys  are  running  over  me.'  I  said,  'You 
have  l)een  cutting  up  some  little  bit,  and 
I  will  have  to  correct  you;  I  told  you 
about  it  several  times.'" 

The  witness,  repeating  the  substance  of 
the  foregoing  colloquy,  testified  as  follows: 
"I  went  out  there,  and  told  Cleveland  that 
I  would  have  to  punish  him  for  his  con- 
duct. He  says,  'No,  sir;  you  won't.'  I  says, 
'I  reckon  I  will;  you  are  not  running  this 
business.'  He  says,  'I  know  that,  but  you 
am't  going  to  whip  me.'  I  said,  1  reckon 
I  will;  throw  that  knife  out  here.'  He  said, 
"No,  sir;  I  am  not  going  to  give  this  knife 
to  nobody.' "  The  witness  further  testified : 
"1  knew  it  would  not  do  to  leave  him 
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there  with  that  knife.  I  tried  to  get  the 
knife  away  from  Cleveland  with  every 
means  I  could.  I  called  one  of  the  trusties, 
Eugene  Wilson,  a  big  negro  I  had  there.  He 
started  up  to  him,  and  he  drew  the  knifu 
on  him,  and  he  got  back.  The  boys  began 
to  get  scared  and  pulled  away,  and  tlii^ 
chain  tightened  up  on  Cleveland,  and  Cleve- 
land starts  to  stick  the  knife  in  this  boy 
next  to  him.  He  started,  and  I  raised  the 
strap.  I  said,  'Stop,  I  will  hit  you;  don't 
cut  that  boy.'  Then  he  held  the  knife 
back  in  shape  to  stab  at  me.  They  kept 
.tightening  the  chain,  and  he  started  at  me 
again,  and  I  struck  him  in  the  face  to 
stop  him.  He  turned  at  me,  and  was  cut- 
ting at  me,  and  I  kept  striking  him  in  the 
face  to  stop  him.  He  couldn't  get  to  mc; 
the  chain  stopped  him.  The  boys  got 
scared,  and  kept  tightening  the  chain,  lie 
just  wheeled  and  toolc  into  the  crowd,  and 
the  first  boy  he  came  to  was  this  Jcmes 
Davis.  He  struck  him  in  the  breast  the  first 
lick,  and  he  was  still  trying  to  get  to  me. 
When  he  stabbed  him  the  first  time  he  fell, 
and  he  turned  back  to  give  two  or  three 
more  licks  at  me.  In  that  time  this  boy 
was  on  his  all  fours,  and  he  just  stabbed 
him  in  the  back.  If  they  hadn't  gone  back, 
the  chain  wouldn't  have  tightened  on  Cleve- 
land." 

On  cross-examination  the  witness  testi- 
fied: "It  was  about  half -past  8  at  night, 
good  dark.  I  was  in  my  car,  and  could  not 
see  the  boys  when  the  disturbance  arose 
between  them.  They  had  been  playing  a 
good  deal.  The  first  thing  that  attracted 
my  attention  was,  I  heard  one  of  the  boys 
say,  'You  can't  handle  Big  Boy'  (Eugene 
Wilson,  the  trusty).  Nobody  called  me;  but 
I  heard  the  angry  voices,  and  asked  what 
the  trouble  was.  I  don't  know  how  they 
had  been  playing,  but  think  they  had  been 
rapjacking  one  another  with  leather  bet». 
Don't  know  whether  the  defendant  had  one 
or  not,  and  don't  know  whether  they  all 
had  been  rapjacking  him  or  not.  When  1 
got  there  the  defendant  was  not  fighting, 
was  sitting  down  quiet,  with  the  knife  be- 
tween his  legs.  The  others  were  standin<! 
around  quiet.  I  didn  t  know  what  he  had 
been  doing  before  I  went  out  there,  I  hadn't 
seen  them.  ...  I  knew  there  had 
been  a  fuss.  I  knew  he  had  been  quarrel- 
ing. I  didn't  know  what  caused  the  quar- 
reling, and  didn't  know  whether  Cleveland 
was  in  the  right  or  wrong  until  after  I  got 
out  there.  I  had  no  commission  from  the 
state.  The  camp  was  under  the  charge  of 
the  county  commissioners.  When  I  went 
out  there,  I  had  my  strap  in  my  hand. 
When  I  told  him  to  get  ready  for  the  whip- 
ping, he  had  the  knife  in  his  hand.  He 
stepped  out  and  pulled  off  his  coat  and  laid 
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it  on  the  bench,  and  stepped  back  a  step  or 
two  and  looked  at  the  chain  and  looked  at 
me,  and  said,  'I  don't  think  you  ought  to 
whip  me.'  I  said  to  him,  'Throw  the  knife 
«ut  here  and  get  down  on  the  bench.'  He 
dropped  his  head  and  thought  a  minute  and 
•aid,  'No,  sir;  you  or  no  other  man  don't 
whip  me.'  The  boys  began  tightening  the 
chain.  They  saw  there  was  going  to  be 
trouble.  They  were  trying  to  get  away.  I 
called  on  Mr.  Davis,  the  trusty,  and  the 
boys  on  the  chain,  to  assist  in  getting  the 
knife  away  from  him.  He  just  made  a  spring 
at  the  boy,  the  first  one  on  the  chain  next 
to  him.  After  he  cut  at  him,  he  rushed  on 
OTcr  at  me.  When  he  stabbed  to  hit  the 
boy,  I  struck  him  in  the  face  with  my 
strap,  and  he  made  at  me.  He  hadn't  at- 
tempted to  strike  me  before  that.  He  told 
them  to  stand  back,  or  he  would  kill  the 
first  one  that  came  at  him.  The  boys  on 
the  chain  pulled  back  and  pulled  him  along. 
At  that  time  he  made  the  spring  at  the  boy 
nearest  to  him.  Then  I  struck  him  in  the 
face,  and  he  turned  on  me.  I  hit  him 
some  eight  or  ten  times.  Then  he  turned 
and  stabbed  the  boy,  and  then  turned  back 
on  me.  I  hit  him  over  the  head.  They 
kept  tightening  the  chain.  Then  he  turned 
and  stabbed  the  boy  again.  I  never  heard 
any  fuss  between  the  defendant  and  the 
deceased.  Don't  know  that  they  ever  had 
a  cross  word." 

George  Walker,  the  only  other  witness  for 
the  state,  testified:  "Ten  or  twelve  of  the 
boys  were  on  a  chain,  all  sitting  around  the 
fire,  having  a  good  time,  like  negroes  usually 
do.  singing  and  going  on,  cutting  up.  My 
cousin  Jack  bad  been  there  that  night,  and 
I  went  40  or  50  steps  with  him  when  he 
started  home,  and  then  I  went  back  to  the 
camp.  Before  I  got  there  I  heard  some 
of  the  negroes  disputing.  I  walked  out 
there  and  said,  'What  is  the  matter?'  Big 
Boy  said  nothing,  and  I  turned  and  walked 
back  to  the  car,  and  got  in  the  car,  and 
about  that  time  Mr.  Davis  got  out  and 
went  out  there.  I  beard  them  talking,  heard 
Mr.  Davis  ask  them,  "What's  the  matter?' 
heard  the  fuss,  and  about  that  time  I 
started,  and  about  that  time  Mr.  Davis 
called  me.  When  I  got  there,  it  seemed 
that  Cleveland  was  fixing  to  fight  some  of 
them.  Mr.  Davis  was  telling  him  that  he 
bad  let  him  off  time  and  time  again,  and 
he  would  have  to  whip  him.  He  says,  'Not 
to-night;  I  ain't  going  to  take  no  whipping 
to-night.'  He  says,  'I  guess  you  will.'  He 
•aid,  'I  will  die  before  I  will  take  a  whip- 
ping to-night.'  He  had  his  knife,  and  Mr. 
Davis  said,  'Boys  take  him  down.'  He  in- 
sisted on  the  boys  coming  and  helping  him 
take  it  away.  I  said,  'Don't  run  up  on 
him;  I  will  fix  him.'  I  sent  Gus,  a  negro, 
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to  get  a  rope  to  lasso  him.  Mr.  Davis  got 
up  pretty  close,  and  he  stabbed  at  him, 
and  he  struck  him  in  the  face  with  the 
sttap.  And  it  was  lick  for  lick  four  or 
five  times  there.  They  kept  all  the  slack 
out  of  the  chain.  I  picked  up  the  chain 
and  was  getting  the  slack  out  of  it,  and 
about  .the  time  it  tightened  on  him  he 
turned  and  stabbed  James  Davis.  Then  he 
stabbed  him  again  in  the  back.  Then  I  run 
and  got  a  fence  rail  and  shoved  him  down, 
and  let  the  rail  fall  on  his  head,  and  the 
boys  covered  him,  and  one  of  the  convicts 
grabbed  his  hand  and  wrung  the  knife  blade 
out  of  the  handle  with  his  other  hand.  I 
got  out  there  before  any  licks  were  struck, 
I  wasn't  over  fifteen  seconds,  hardly,  from 
getting  there  when  Mr.  Davis  did.  The 
negro  was  cutting  at  Mr.  Davis  when  Mr. 
Davis  hit  him  the  first  lick  in  the  face, — lick 
for  lick.  If  Cleveland  cut  at  another  convict 
before  he  cut  at  Mr.  Davis,  or  before  Mr. 
Davis  hit  him  in  the  face,  I  did  not  see  him. 
I  saw  the  first  lick  struck.  The  fight  start- 
ed right  quick  after  I  got  there." 

Messrs.  Robley  D.  Smith  and  B.  E. 
Dinsmore  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Messrs.  John  C.  Hart,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  W.  B,  Thomas  for  defendant  in 
error. 

Atkinson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  Penal  Code  of  1896  contains  the  fol- 
lowing: "Sec.  1147.  Ko  whipping  shall  bo 
administered  to  a  convict  by  a  whipping- 
boas  or  other  officer  or  person,  except  in 
cases  where  it  is  reasonably  necessary  to 
enforce  discipline  or  compel  work  or  labor 
by  the  convict."  Other  statutes  relating  to 
the  government  and  treatment  of  convicts 
are:  Penal  Code,  §§  1146,  1148,  1149,  1170, 
1171;  Acta  1897,  p.  72,  §  6;  Acts  1903,  pp. 
67,  68,  §  2;  AcU  1908,  pp.  1124-1126,  §§  10- 
13.  There  are  no  statutes  which  tend  to 
change  any  provision  of  any  of  these,  as 
to  the  policy  of  the  state,  or  power  of  those 
in  charge  of  convicts  to  inflict  corporal 
punishment.  There  could  be  no  rule  of  the 
prison  commission,  or  other  administrative 
body  in  charge  of  convicts,  enlarging  the 
power  referred  to,  because  the  provisions  of 
the  Penal  Code  1895,  §  1147,  expressly  pro- 
hibit corporal  punishment  unless  it  is 
reasonably  necessary  to  enforce  discipline 
or  compel  labor.  As  to  whether  an  officer 
chai;ged  with  the  duty  of  enforcing  disci- 
pline or  compelling  work  has  authority  to 
administer  corporal  punishment  to  convicts 
is  a  question  which  depends  upon  the  facts 
of  each  case,  and  is  to  be  determined  by  the 
test  of  reasonableness.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  convict  to  submit  to  every  command 
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which  the  warden  or  other  officer  has  au- 
thority to  require,  but  not  to  any  which 
the  warden  or  other  officer  has  not  author- 
ity to  require.  If  the  warden  exceeds  his 
authority  by  inflicting  corporal  punishment 
without  cause,  his  act  done  ultra  vires 
would  amount  to  an  assault,  and  would  be 
indefensible  in  law.  In  this  connection,  see 
cases  cited  in  9  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  877,  C. 
If  this  were  not  true,  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  warden,  or  other  similar  officer, 
to  subject  a  convict  to  physical  torture, 
though  he  had  violated  no  duty  as  a  con- 
vict by  any  act  of  omission  or  commission. 
The  trend  of  the  statutes  above  cited  tends 
to  the  humane,  rather  than  the  cruel,  treat- 
ment of  convicts.  Upon  conviction  the  con- 
vict may  lose  his  liberty  for  the  time  being, 
and  may  be  required  to  perform  hard  labor, 
but  he  does  not  lose  security  of  his  person 
against  unlawful  invasion.  The  security  of 
person,  except  as  expressly  provided  by 
statute,  remains  his  right;  and  if  it  be 
unlawfully  invaded,  he  may  resist  such 
unlawful  invasion  as  if  there  had  been  no 
conviction.  If  the  warden  or  other  officer 
inflicts  corporal  punishment  under  circum- 
stances which  the  law  does  not  recognize  as 
sufficient  to  justify,  he  invades  the  convict's 
right  of  personal  security,  and  does  so  at 
his  own  peril. 

As  the  officer  can  never  exceed  the  bounds 
of  reason  in  determining  what  circum- 
stances will  justify  corporal  punishment,  it 
is  generally  "a  question  of  fact  for  deter- 
mination by  the  jury  whether  there  is  rea- 
son and  authority  for  administering  the 
punishment.  If,  under  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances, the  jury  should  conclude  that 
the  warden  had  acted  without  sufficient  rea- 
son and  exceeded  his  authority  in  adminis- 
tering corporal  punishment,  it  would  be 
proper  to  say  that  the  punishment  inflicted 
in  excess  of  authority  amounted  to  a  bat- 
tery. If,  after  being  assaulted  by  the  war- 
den or  other  officer,  the  convict  should  slay 
the  person  so  assaulting,  it  would  be  for  the 
jury  to  say  whether  the  homicide  was  com- 
mitted with  malice,  and  therefore  was  mur- 
der, or  whether  it  was  the  result  of  a 
sudden  and  irresistible  impulse  of  passion 
caused  by  the  assault,  which  would  reduce 
the  crime  to  voluntary  manslaughter.  Con- 
sidering the  testimony  of  the  warden  and 
guard  together,  the  jury  could  have  found 
that  the  mortal  blow  was  given  during  a 
combat  between  the  warden  and  the  ac- 
cused, and  not  until  after  the  accused  had 
been  struck  by  the  warden  several  times  in 
the  face  with  the  strap.  They  could  also 
have  found  that  the  deceased,  with  the  other 
convicts  on  the  chain,  had  been  called  upon 
by  the  warden  to  assist  in  disarniint;  the 
accused,  in  order  that  corporal  punishment 
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might  be  administered  to  liim  hj  the  war- 
den; also  that  they  manifested  a  willingness 
to  render  such  assistance,  and,  in  the  effort 
to  disarm  the  accused,  they  tightened  the 
chain  on  him  by  force,  and  continued  to  do 
so  during  the  combat  between  the  warden 
and  the  accused,  and  until  the  latter,  after 
having  been  struck  several  times  in  the  face 
with  the  strap,  turned  upon  the  deceased 
and  dealt  the  fatal  blow.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, if  voluntary  manslaughtei 
would  have  been  involved  had  the  warden 
been  slain  by  the  accused,  the  jury  could  also 
have  found  that  the  deceased  was  so  in- 
volved as  an  abetter  as  to  place  him  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  warden  and  reduce 
the  killing  to  voluntary  manslaughter.  Un- 
der the  circumstances  enumerated,  if  the 
act  of  violence  in  tightening  the  chain  did 
not  technically  amount  to  an  actual  assault, 
or  an  attempt  by  the  person  slain  to  commit 
a  serious  personal  injury  on  the  accused,  it 
could  have  been  found  to  be  an  equivalent 
circumstance  to  justify  the  excitement  of 
passion  and  to  exclude  all  idea  of  delibera- 
tion and  malice,  which,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Penal  Code  1895,  §  65,  would  reduce 
the  homicide  to  voluntary  manslaughter,  if 
it  would  have  been  such  an  offense  to  have 
slain  the  warden.  Ordinarily  it  would  be  a 
reasonable  requirement  for  the  convict  to 
surrender  the  knife  when  called  upon  by 
the  warden;  but  the  controversy  about  the 
knife  was  collateral  to  the  principal  trouble. 
It  probably  arose  out  of  the  attempt  to  in- 
flict corporal  punishment.  Except  for  that 
attempt,  it  is  altogether  likely  that  the 
convict  would  have  surre'ndered  the  knife 
upon  command  of  the  warden;  but,  regard- 
ing the  attempt  as  unreasonable,  he  was 
provoked  to  refuse  the  command.  Whether 
that  was  the  cause  of  refusal  to  surrender 
the  knife  was  a  question  for  the  jury.  The 
warden  did  not  see  the  convicts,  and  could 
not  hear  all  that  was  said,  and  his  tes- 
timony does  not  disclose  thnt  he  learned 
so  much  concerninj;  the  disturliance  among 
the  convicts  as  would  have  required  the  jury 
to  conclude  that  he  was  acting  in  the 
bounds  of  reason  when  he  concluded  to  ad- 
minister corporal  punishment  to  this  par- 
ticular convict.  If  the  jury  had  found  that 
the  warden  was  attempting  unreasonably 
to  inflict  corporal  punishment  on  the  ac- 
cused, his  act  would  have  been  violative  of 
Penal  Code  1895,  §  1147,  and  would  have 
amounted  to  an  assault.  We  think  the 
court  erred  in  failing  to  give  in  charge  the 
law  of  voluntary  manslaughter. 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  case 
of  Jim  V.  State,  15  Ga.  535,  where  it  was 
held:  "The  homicide  of  his  master,  over- 
seer, or  employer,  ...  by  a  slave,  in 
resistance   to  an  assault   made   upon   him. 
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.  .  .  must  in  all  cases  be  either  justifi- 
able homicide  or  murder."  But  we  think  a 
fonvict  stands  upon  a  different  footing  from 
a  slave,  and  his  rights  are  not  so  restricted 
as  it  was  ruled  in  that  case  with  respect 
to  a  slave.  The  convict  occupies  a  different 
attitude  from  the  slave  toward  society. 
He  is  not  mere  property,  without  any  civil 
rights,  but  has  all  the  rights  of  an  ordinary 
citizen  which  are  not  expressly  or  by  neces- 
sary implication  taken  from  him  by  law. 
While  the  law  does  take  his  liberty,  and 
imposes  a  duty  of  servitude  and  observance 
of  discipline  for  the  regulation  of  convicts, 
it  does  not  deny  his  right  to  personal  se- 
curity against  unlawful  invasion.  The  con- 
vict is  human,  and  his  passions  are  subject 
to  influence  and  a^  liable  to  become  uncon- 
trollable as  if  he  were  not  a  convict.  The 
law  which  provides  for  reducing  a  homicide 
from  murder  to  voluntary  manslaughter 
makes  no  exception  of  a  convict,  but  con- 
templates that  no  homicide  by  any  person 
shall  be  classed  as  murder  where  there  is  an 
absence  of  malice,  and  that  there  may  be  an 
absence  of  malice  upon  the  part  of  the 
slayer  if  the  homicide  is  the  result  of  ir- 
resistible passion  produced  by  an  assault 
or  some  other  similar  act.  While  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  convict  to  faithfully  execute  his 
sentence  and  observe  the  rules  of  discipline 
lawfully  fixed  for  his  government,  he  is 
not  bound  to  submit  to  unauthorized  acts 
of  violence  perpetrated  or  attempted  against 
his  person. 
Judgment  reversed. 

All  the  Justices  concur,  except— 
Evans,  P.  J.,  and  liumpkln,  J.,  dissent- 
ing: 

We  agree  with  many  of  the  legal  prin- 
ciples announced  by  the  majority,  but  can- 
not concur  in  their  application  to  the  facts 
appearing  in  the  record.  We  do  not  think 
that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  a  charge 
on  the  law  of  voluntary  manslaughter. 
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AGNES  MILLER  et  al. 

(81  Kan.  9,  105  Pac.  20.) 

Judgment  —  against  tenant  —  conclu- 
siveness as  to  landlord. 

1.  A  landowner  who  is  not  a  party  to, 
has  no  notice  of,  and  does  not  defend,  an 
action  of  ejectment  prosecuted  against  his 
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tenant,  is  not  bound  by  a  judgment  in  th« 

action  adverse  to  the  tenant. 

Same  ^  purchaser  from  party  ^  rights. 

2.  Purchasers  from  a  landowner  in  the 
situation  described,  acquiring  his  title  sub- 
sequent to  the  judgment  in  ejectment,  take 
such  title  unprejudiced  by  the  judgment, 
although  they  were  defeated  parties  to  the 
ejectment  suit. 

Tax  lien  —  sale  —  eqnitable  assignment. 
—  reimbursement. 

3.  A  tenant  in  possession  took  out  a  tax 
deed  of  the  land  and  conveyed  to  another, 
maintaining,  however,  his  proper  relation 
to  the  landlord  owner.  In  an  action  of 
ejectment  to  which  the  landlord  was  not  a 
party,  t-he  tax  deed  was  set  aside,  and  the 
tax  title  purchaser  was  given  a  lien  for 
taxes,  which  the  claimant  was  required  to 
satisfy  before  being  let  into  possession. 
The  claimant  paid  the  amount  of  the  lien, 
but  did  not  gain  possession  of  the  land,  and 
deeded  it  to  another.  The  tax  title  pur- 
chaser then  procured  a  conveyance  from  the 
owner,  and  brought  an  action  to  quiet  title 
against  the  grantee  of  the  ejectment  claim- 
ant. Held,  that  the  defendant  should  be 
regarded  as  the  equitable  assignee  of  the 
lien  for  taxes,  and  that  equitable  relief  to 
the  plaintiff  should  be  conditioned  upon  its 
satisfaction. 

(November  6,  1909.) 


ffote Effect  of  judfftnent  in  ejectment 

against  the  tenant  upon  a  landloi'd 
not  a  party,  or  vice  versa. 

Cases  in  the  nature  of  ejectment,  such  as 
trespass  to  try  title  and  writ  of  entry, 
have  been  included  in  this  note.  In  some 
states  the  action  of  ejectment  is  only  a 
possessory  action,  and,  of  course,  in  those 
cases  the  judgment  against  the  tenant  does 
not  affect  the  title  or  future  possession  of 
the  landlord,  and  whether  it  is  binding 
upon  him  as  to  his  present  right  of  pos- 
session depends  upon  the  same  rules  as  in 
other  cases. 

As  a  general  rule  the  landlord  will  not 
be  bound  by  a  judgment  in  ejectment 
against  the  tenant  in  an  action  to  which 
the  landlord  was  not  a  party,  at  least  if  he 
had  no  notice  of  the  suit.  The  reason  for 
the  rule  is  that  the  landlord  does  not  claim 
through  or  under  his  tenant,  and  therefore 
is  not  in  that  sense  his  privy.  Stanley  v. 
Johnson,  113  Ala.  344,  21  So.  823;  Eldred 
V.  Johnson,  75  Ark.  1,  112  Am.  St.  Rep. 
17,  86  S.  W.  670,  5  A.  &  E.  Anft.  Cas.  59; 
Sanford  v.  Tanner,  114  Ga.  1005,  41  S.  E. 
668;  Douglas  v.  Fulda,  45  Cal.  592;  Oet- 
gen  v.  Ross,  47  111.  142,  95  Am.  Dec.  468; 
Lowe  V.  Emerson,  48  III.  160;  Redden  v. 
Tefft,  48  Kan.  302,  29  Pac.  157;  Pleak  v. 
Chambers,  5  Dana,  60;  Huyghe  v.  Brink- 
man,  34  La.  Ann.  1179;  Powers  v.  Schol- 
tens,  79  Mich.  299,  44  N.  W.  613;  Wheeler 
V.  Ryerss,  4  Hill,  466,  affirming  25  Wend. 
437,  37  Am.  Dec.  243;  Bradt  v.  Church, 
110  N.  Y.  537,  18  N.  E.  537,  affirming  39 
Tlun,  202  J  Davidson  v.  Barclay,  63  Pa.  400; 
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I^RROR  to  the  District  Court  for  Norton 
J  County  to  review  a  judgment  quieting 
plaintiff's  title  to  certain  lands.     Modified. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  H.  B.  TUIotson  and  John  S. 
Dawson  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Mr.  li.  H.  Wilder,  for  defendants  in  er- 
ror: 

To  make  a  judgment  a  bar  to  a  subse- 
quent proceeding,  it  must  appear  that  the 
matter  alleged  in  such  proceeding  was  in 
issue  in  the  former  action. 

Campbell  v.  Consalus,  25  N.  Y.  613; 
Washington,  A.  &  G.  Steam  Packet  Co.  v. 
Sickels,  5  Wall.  580,  592,  18  L.  ed.  650,  554; 
Foster  v.  The  Richard  Busteed,  100  Mass. 
409,  1  Am.  Rep.  126;  Dawley  v.  Brown,  79 
N.  Y.  390;  Stowell  t.  Chamberlain,  60  N. 
Y.  272. 


Where,  after  the  termination  of  an  action 
wherein  the  judgment  is  adverse  to  him,  a 
party  acquires  a  new  and  distinct  title  to. 
the  property  in  controversy,  he  may  assert 
such  title  without  prejudice  from  the  former 
judgment. 

Barrows  v.  Kindred,  4  Wall.  399,  18  L.  ed. 
383;  Dawley  v.  Brown,  supra;  State  ex  rel. 
Coleman  v.  Leavenworth,  75  Kan.  787,  90 
Pac.  237 ;  Hudson  v.  Remington  Paper  Co. 
71  Kan.  300,  80  Pac.  668,  e  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  103. 

Burcfa,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  tlio 
court: 

Agnes  and  Maggie  Miller  recovered  a 
judgment  quieting  their  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  against  the  claims  of  Nicholas  Dit- 
linger,  who  appeals. 


Lamar  v.  Raysor,  7  Rich.  L.  509;  Read  v. 
Allen,  66  Tex.  176;  Read  v.  Allen,  58  Tex. 
380;  Moser  v.  Hussev,  07  Tex.  466,  3  S.  W. 
688;  Knapp  v.  Marlboro,  31  Vt.  674;  Stridde 
v.  Saroni,  21  Wis.  175;  Hunter  v.  Britts,  3 
Campb.  455. 

Neither  the  landlord  nor  his  subsequent 
tenant,  who  entered  after  a  judgment  in 
ejectment  had  been  recovered  against  the 
former  tenant  in  possession,  and  before  exe- 
cution, could  be  considered  as  claiming 
through  or  -under  such  former  tenant,  who 
was  a  party  to  the  suit,' within  the  mean- 
ing of  a  statute  making  a  judgment  in 
ejectment  conclusive  as  to  the  title  and 
right  of  possession  established  in  such  ac- 
tion; and  the  landlord  was  therefore  not 
bound  br  the  judgment  as  an  estoppel. 
King  v.  Davis,  137  Fed.  198,  affirmed  in  85 
C.  C.  A.  348,  167  Fed.  676. 

The  landlord  was  not  affected  by  a  judg- 
ment in  ejectment  against  his  tenants  where 
he  was  not  a  party,  and  did  not  enter  into 
possession  of  the  land  under  or  in  collusion 
with  such  tenants,  so  that,  by  going  into 
possession  after  the  tenants  had  been  dis- 
possessed under  process  issued  on  the  judg- 
ment rendered  against  them,  the  landlord 
did  not  violate  the  statute  making  it  an  of- 
fense to  go  back  into  possession  of  land 
after  being  dispossessed  by  an  officer  under 
process.  Wilson  ▼.  State,  115  Ala.  129,  22 
So.  667. 

So,  where  the  tenant  of  a  married  woman 
was  made  a  defendant  in  an  ejectment  suit, 
and  notified  her  husband,  but  no  notice  was 
given  to  hen  and  one  of  her  grantors  assumed 
the  defense,  but  not  at  her  request  and  with- 
out her  knowledge,  it  was  held  that  she  was 
not  estopped  by  the  judgment  against  the 
tenant.    Powers  v.  Scholtens,  supra. 

Mere  knowledge  by  the  landlord  of  the 
pendency  of  an  action  of  ejectment  has  been 
licld  to  be  insufficient  to  make  the  judgment 
againjit  the  tenant  binding  upon  the  land- 
lord. Cope  V.  Payne,  111  Tenn.  128,  102 
Am.  St.  Rep.  746,  76  S.  W.  820;  Stout  v. 
Taul,  71  Te.x.  438,  9  S.  W.  329;  Hart  v. 
Meredith,  27  Tex.  Civ.  App.  271,  65  S.  W. 
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607;  Kent  v.  Lasley,  48  Wis.  267,  4  N.  W. 
23. 

So,  mere  knowledge  by  the  lessor  of  the 
ejectment  suit,  acquired  by  some  other 
source  than  by  notiflcation  from  the  tenant, 
would  not  cause  the  lessor  to  be  bound  by 
the  results,  when  he  did  not  appear  or  par- 
ticipate in  the  defense.  Sheets  v.  Joyner, 
11  Ind.  App.  205,  38  N.  E.  830. 

And  in  Bennett  v.  Leach,  25  Hun,  178,  it 
was  held  that  the  landlord  was  not  bound  by 
the  judgment  in  ejectment  recovered  against 
the  tenant,  though  he  was  notified  of  the 
suit  and  refused  to  defend. 

But  in  Illinois  it  was  held  that  the  land- 
lord was  bound  by  a  judgment  against  the 
tenant,  under  a  statute  which  provided 
that,  when  the  premises  were  occupied,  eject- 
ment could  only  be  brought  against  the  per- 
son in  possession.  Hanson  v.  Armstrong, 
22  III.  442. 

So,  the  lessor  was  bound  by  a  judgment 
against  the  tenant  in  a  writ  of  entry,  where 
he  agreed  that  his  title  should  be  tried  in 
the  action  the  same  as  though  the  suit  were 
against  him,  which  agreement  was  reduced 
to  writing  and  filed  with  the  papers  in  the 
case.    Sevey  v.  Chick,*13  Me.  141. 

Where  the  landlord  receives  possession 
from  the  tenant  pending  an  action  of  eject- 
ment against  the  tenant,  he  is  in  privy 
bound  by  the  judgment,  and  subject  to  hie 
dispossessed  under  the  judgment.  Smith  v. 
Gayle,  68  Ala.  600;  Sampson  v.  Ohlever,  22 
Cal.  200;  Wallen  v.  Huff,  3  Sneed,  82,  65 
Am.  Dec.  49. 

And  though  the  title  and  the  right  of  pos- 
session may  reside  in  the  landlord,  he  must 
nevertheless  yield  to  the  judgment,  and, 
when  the  plaintiff  is  put  in  possession,  re- 
sort to  his  action  of  ejectment  or  other  ap- 
propriate remedy,  to  assert  and  enforce  his 
right.    Smith  v.  Gayle,  supra. 

But  in  Oetgen  v.  Ross,  47  111.  142,  95 
Am.  Dec.  468,  it  was  held  that  the  landlord 
was  not  bound  and  could  not  be  ousted  by  a 
writ  of  possession  issued  on  a  judgment  in 
ejectment  which  was  rendered  against  the 
tenant,  where  pending  the  action  tlie  tenant 
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In  1888,  James,  the  owner  at  that  time, 
mortgaged  the  land  to  the  United  States  In- 
vestment Company.  By  successive  sales,  as- 
signments in  blank,  and  deliveries,  this 
mortgage  became  the  property  of  Lendall 
Titcomb  some  time  prior  to  1890.  Kone  of 
the  assignments  were  recorded.  In  October, 
1890,  James  conveyed  the  land  to  his  mort- 
gagee, the  United  States  Investment  Com- 
pany, and  the  deed  was  duly  recorded. 
Some  time  in  1893,  the  investment  com- 
pany conveyed  to  Titcomb;  but  the  deed 
was  lost,  and  has  never  been  recorded.  Tit- 
comb, however,  placed  GSeorge  Miller  in  pos- 
session as  his  tenant,  and  through  Miller 
kept  possession  continuously  until  February 
7,  1905,  when  he  deeded  to  the  pl&intifTs, 
Agnes  and  Alaggie  Miller.  In  March,  1900, 
George  Miller   took   out  a   tax   deed  of  the 


land,  and  later  in  the  same  year  convoyed  it 
to  the  plaintiQ's;  but  he  continued  to  occupy 
the  land  and  to  pay  rent  as  Titcomb's  ten- 
ant. In  August,  1903,  the  United  States  In- 
vestment Company  quitclaimed  to  William 
Wells.  Wells  then  brought  an  action  of 
ejectment  against  the  three  Millers,  and 
judgment  was  rendered  in  his  favor  on  May 
6,  1904.  Titcomb  was  not  a  party  to  the 
suit,  had  no  notice  of  it,  and  did  not  partici- 
pate in  the  defense.  The  judgment  specific- 
ally states  that  the  Millers  claimed  title  un- 
der a  tax  deed  which  was  declared  void 
and  canceled,  so  that,  so  far  as  the  record 
discloses,  no  right  of  Titcomb  was  litigat- 
ed or  adjudicated.  The  judgment  against 
the  Millers  was  not  executed,  and  they  con- 
tinued in  possession.  On  November  19, 1904, 
Wells   deeded   to   the  defendant,   Ditlinger. 


surrendered  possession  to  his  landlord,  who 
had  no  notice  of  the  action,  and  was  guilty 
of  no  fault  or  laches,  but  that  a  stay  of 
judgment  would  be  granted  and  a  trial  had 
on  the  merits. 

Effect  of  landlord's  participation  in  defense. 

Some  courts  hold  that,  where  the  landlord 
appears  and  assumes  the  defense  of  the  ac- 
tion, he  is  then  bound  by  the  judgment, 
even  though  not  made  a  formal  party. 
Chambers  v.  Lapsley,  7  Pa.  24;  Chant  v. 
Reynolds,  40  Cal.  213;  Hanson  v.  Arm- 
strong, supra;  Wheelock  v.  Warschauer,  34 
Cal.  266;  Valentine  v.  Mahoney,  37  Cal. 
389;  Russell  v.  Mallon,  38  Cal.  259;  Mc- 
Creery  v.  Everding,  54  Cal.  168;  Thomsen 
V.  McCormick,  136  111.  135,  26  N.  E.  373; 
Elizabethport  Cordage  Co.  v.  Whitlock,  37 
Kla.  190,  20  So.  255;  Hughes  v.  Carson,  90 
Mo.  309,  2  S.  W.  441 ;  Sampson  v.  Ohleyer 
and  Walleu  v.  Huff,  supra. 

In  Chirac  v.  Reinecker,  2  Pet.  613,  7  L. 
ed.  538,  judgment  in  ejectment  had  been 
rendered  against  the  tenant  and  was  offered 
in  evidence  in  an  action  against  the  land- 
lord, to  show  title  in  the  plaintiffs.  The 
court,  speaking  through  Justice  Story, 
said:  "We  retain  the  opinion  that  the  rec- 
ord in  the  ejectment  suit  was  not  conclusive 
evidence  upon  persons  not  parties  to  the 
record,  but  we  are  also  of  opinion  that  it 
was  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  plaintiffs' 
title  and  possession  against  Reinecker  [the 
landlord],  under  the  circumstances  adduced 
in  evidence.  He  had  full  notice  of  the,  suit, 
and  had  the  fullest  means  to  defend  it.  The 
parties  upon  the  record  were  his  agents  or 
tenants,  and  he  in  effect,  though  not  in  form, 
took  upon  himself  the  defrnse  of  the  suit." 

And  a  judgment  in  ejectment  against  the 
tenant  in  possession  was  held  admissible  in 
evidence  in  an  action  for  mesne  profits 
against  the  landlord,  who  in  fact  contested 
the  case,  though  not  made  a  party  on  the 
record.  Chambers  v.  Lapsley,  supra;  Van 
Alstine  v.  McCarty,  51  Barb.  326. 

But  the  soundness  of  this  exception  is 
controverted  bv  other  cases  which  hold  that 
20  L.RJ^.(N.S.) 


there  must  be  record  evidence  of  his  appear- 
ance in  order  to  bind  the  landlord. 

Thus,  a  judgment  against  the  tenant  was 
held  not  conclusive  against  the  landlord 
where  he  was  not  made  a  party  to  the  ac- 
tion, though  he  employed  counsel  to  de- 
fend the  suit.  Alagwire  v.  Labeaume,  7  Mo. 
App.  179;  RyersB  v.  Rippey,  25  Wend.  432. 

And  the  landlord  was  not  bound  by  judg- 
ment against  tlie  tenant,  taken  by  default 
through  the  neglect  of  the  attorney  em- 
ployed by  the  landlord  to  appear  for  him 
and  defend  the  action.  Jackson  ex  dem. 
Klock  V.  Rightmvre,  16  Johns.  314. 

In  Loftis  V.  Marshall,  134  Cal.  394,  80 
Am.  St.  Rep.  286,  66  Pac.  671,  it  was  said 
that  the  fact  that  the  tenant  vi^a  represent- 
ed by  an  attorney  employed  by  the  landlord 
was  not  suflicient  to  establish  an  estoppel  in 
favor  of  the  landlord,  and  against  the  plain- 
tiff in  the  ejectment,  where  the  juu,^aieut 
had  been  rendered  in  favor  of  the  tenant. 

So,  a  recovery  in  trespass  to  try  title 
against  a  tenant  was  held  in  Samuel  v.  Din- 
kins,  12  Rich.  L.  172,  76  Am.  Dec.  729,  not 
to  conclude  the  landlord  in  an  action  by  him 
against  the  plaintiff  in  the  first  action,  for 
recovery  of  the  same  land,  although  it  ap- 
peared that  the  landlord's  title  was  set  up 
as  a  defense  to  the  first  action,  and  that  the 
landlord  was  present  at  the  trial  and  aided 
in  the  defense, 'and  could  have  been  made  a 
party  of  record  under  a  rule  of  court.  The 
court  said  that,  since  the  landlord  was  not 
a  party  on  the  record,  it  could  not  appear 
from  the  recovery  against  the  tenant  that 
the  landlord  had  the  full  opportunity  for 
defense,  which  as  a  party  he  woutd  have 
enjoyed;  that,  even  if  it  could  be  shown  by 
extrinsic  evidence  that  the  landlord's  efforts 
were  in  no  way  impeded,  and  that  all  rights 
of  offering  testimony,  cross-examining,  and 
fairly  presenting  his  title,  were  exercised  by 
him,  still  he  would  not  be  concluded,  as  his 
being  a  party  might  have  caused  change  in 
the  jury,  or  in  the  admissibility  of  evidence, 
or  in  the  conduct  of  the  parties  or  counsel, 
which  might  have  altered  the  result. 

And  a  "landlord  who  was  the  plaintiff  in 
ejectment   was   held   in   Boles  t.   Smith,   5 
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On  February  6,  1305,  Ditlinger  took  judg- 
ment quieting  his  title  against  the  United 
States  Investment  Company;  but  Titcomb 
and  the  Millers  were  not  parties  to  the  suit. 
As  stated  before,  Titcomb  deeded  to  the 
plaintiffs  on  February  7,  1905,  and  in  Au- 
gust of  the  same  year  they  brought  the  ac- 
tion which  terminated  in  the  judgment  un- 
der review.     Findings  of  these  facts  were 


made,  which  are  assailed  ax  unsupported  br 
the  evidence.  The  court  has  read  the  evi- 
dence, a  part  of  which  is  in  the  form  of  dep- 
ositions, and  not  only  are  the  findings  sufli- 
ciently  supported  to  make  them  conclusive 
according  to  the  usual  rule,  but  they  scrm 
to  be  compelled  by  the  evidence.  Certain 
authorities  are  cited  in  the  defendant's  brief 
relating  to  the  character  and  extent  of  proof 


Sneed,  105,  not  to  be  concluded  by  a  judg- 
ment in  a  former  action  against  his  tenant, 
whereby  the  defendant  recovered  the  same 
land  and  was  put  in  possession,  where  the 
landlord  was  not  a  party  of  record  in  such 
former  action,  although  he  voluntarily  ap- 
peared, produced  his  title  papers,  and  was 
permitted  to  conduct  the  defense  in  the 
name  of  his  tenant,  and  might  have,  under 
statutory  provision,  had  himself  made  de- 
fendant. The  court  said  that  no  one  ought 
to  be  concluded  by  a  judgment  to  which  he 
was  not  a  party,  against  which  he  could  not 
avail  himself  of  the  means  provided  by  law 
for  the  assertion  and  protection  of  his  right, 
and  from  which  he  could  not  appeal  or  pros- 
ecute a  writ  of  error. 

And  in  Brush  v.  Cook,  Bray  ton  (Vt.)  89, 
the  landlord  was  held  not  to  be  a  party  to 
a  judgment  in  ejectment  against  his  ten- 
ant merely  by  filing  an  aiBdavit  and  moving 
for  a  continuance  in  the  cause.  The  court 
said  that  he  must  be  made  a  party  to  the 
record,  to  be  concluded  by  the  judgment. 

And  80,  the  landlord  was  not  estopped 
merely  because  he  testified  as  a  witness  in 
the  former  ejectment  suit  against  the  ten- 
ant, where  .it  appeared  that  he  was  not 
aware  that  his  land  was  included  in  the 
proceedings  when  he  testified,  and  his  testi- 
mony referred  to  another  tract  of  land, 
and  also  tliat,  at  the  time  of  the  beginning 
of  the  ejectment  suit,  the  defendant  was  not 
his  tenant.  Lochner  v.  Garborina,  3  Ind. 
Terr.  664,  04  S.  W.  570. 

In  Lamar  County  t.  Talley  (Tex.  Civ. 
App.)  127  S.  W.  272,  it  was  held  that  a 
judgment  against  the  plaintiff  in  a  former 
action  in  trespass  to  try  title,  brought 
against  the  tenant  in  possession,  was  no  bar 
or  estoppel  to  an  action  against  the  land- 
lord to  recover  the  same  land,  under  the 
rule  that  estoppels  must  be  mutual,  as  the 
landlord  would  not  be  bound  by  a  judg- 
ment against  the  tenant  unless  he  was  made 
a  party  to  the  action. 

Effect   of   statutory   provisions    permitting 
'landlord  to  be  made  a  party. 

The  mere  statutory  privilege  to  defend  an 
action  of  ejectment  brought  against  the 
tenant  does  not  make  the  judgment  ren- 
dered in  the  ejectment  operate  as  a  conclu- 
sive bar  upon  the  landlord,  where  he  was 
not  notified  to  defend  the  action.  Baxter 
V.  Carrol   (N.  J.  Eq.)  41  Atl.  407. 

And  where  the  statute  provided  that  the 
landlord  might  be  made  a  party  defendant, 
and  that  the  tenant  might,  if  he  chose,  call 
2S  L.RJ^.(N.S.) 


upon  the  landlord  to  defend  his  possession,  s 
judgment  in  ejectment  against  the  tenant 
does  not  affect  the  grantee  of  the  landlord, 
where  the  landlord  was  not  made  a  party  or 
requested  to  defend.  Powers  v,  Scholtcns, 
79  Mich.  299,  44  N.  W.  613  and  to  same  ef- 
fect are  Boles  v.  Smith  and  Samuel  v.  Din- 
kins,  s«pra  (rule  of  court). 

But  in  Clark  v.  Perdue,  40  W.  Va.  300, 21 
S.  E.  735,  the  judgment  against  the  tenant  in 
an  action  of  ejectment,  under  which  plain- 
tifTs  grantor  was  placed  in  possession,  \m 
held  competent  evidence  on  behalf  of  plain- 
tiff in  an  action  of  ejectment  ai^ainst  tlie 
landlord,  as  tending  to  show  that  defend- 
ant's possession  at  the  time  was  ended  and 
changed  by  the  execution  of  the  writ  of  p;.s 
session,  it  appearing  that  defendant  had  no- 
tice of  the  suit,  and  could  have  entered  him- 
self as  defendant  and  made  defense. 

Effect  upon  the  tenant  of  judgment  against 
landlord. 

Judgment  in  ejectment  against  landlord 
cannot  affect  a  tenant  who  was  in  possession 
of  the  premises  at  the  beginning  of  the  suit, 
imless  he  was  made  a  party.  Ex  parte  Rev- 
nolds,  1  Caines,  600;  Howard  v.  KennedV, 
4  Ala.  592,  39  Am.  Dec.  307 ;  Sattcrlee  v. 
Bliss,  36  Cal.  489 ;  Hessel  v.  Fritz,  124  Pa. 
229,  16  Atl.  853. 

But  it  was  held  binding  and  conclusive 
upon  the  tenant  in  an  action  of  trespass. 
where  he  relied  entirely  upon  his  landlord's 
right  to  the  propertv  as  his  defense.  HIe.v 
V.  Ritz,  82  Minn.  630,  85  N.  \V.  518. 

Of  course,  where  the  tenant  t;il;es  jm^^n- 
sion  with  actual  notice  of  a  pendirg  action 
of  ejectment  against  his  landlord,  he  will  be 
estopped  by  the  judgment  as  if  he  were  a 
party.  Fogarty  v.  Sparks,  22  Cal.  U2; 
Hickman  v.  Dale,  7  Yerg.  149. 

And  the  tenant  was  held  bound  by  a  judg- 
ment against  the  landlord  entered  prior  to 
the  making  or  renewal  of  his  lease.  Minne- 
sota Debenture  Co.  v.  Johnson,  90  Minn.  91, 
104  N.  W.  1149,  107  N.  W.  740. 

Tenants  who  enter  under  other  tenants  on 
whom  notice  of  the  pendency  of  the  action 
has  been  served  are  liable  to'be  dispossessed 
under  the  judgment  rendered  against  them. 
Smith  V.  Trabue,  1  McLean,  87,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  13,119;  Long  ▼.  Neville.  29  Cal.  131; 
Walden  v.  Bodley,  9  How.  34,  13  L.  ed.  36. 

So,  one  coming  in  as  underlessec  to  the 
defendant  in  an  action  of  ejectment,  dur- 
ing the  pendency  of  the  action,  was  held 
bound  by  the  proceedings  therein.  Bradley 
V.  McDanicl,  48  N.  C.  (3  Jones,  L.)  128. 
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necessary  to  establish  a  lost  instrumGut;  but  [ 
the  evidence  satisfies  them,  and  no  doubt 
tlie  trial  court  was  guided  by  them. 

It  is  said  that  certain  documentary  evi- 
dence was  wrongfully  admitted,  which  in- 
dur-pd  tlie  findings.  Some  of  this  proof  was 
relevant  and  material,  in  that  it  contained 
statements  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States  Investment  Company  denying  owner- 
thip  when,  according  to  Ditlingcr's  theory 
of  tJe  case,  title  must  have  rested  in  that 
company.  Kitchell  v.  Hodgcn,  78  Kan.  551, 
97  i'ac.  360.  It  will  be  assumed  that  the 
immaterial  and  irrelevant  portions  of  the 
proof  were  disregarded,  the  trial  being  by 
the  court,  and  not  by  jury.  But  if  all  the 
evidence  assailed  were  eliminated,  the  find- 
ings would  still  be  amply  supported. 

It  is  argued  that  because  George  Miller 
took  a  tax  deed  of  the  land,  and  then  con- 
veyed by  general  warranty  deed  to  the 
plaintilTs  (his  daughters),  he  could  not  have 
been  a  tenant  under  Titcomb.  The  conclu- 
sion docs  not  of  necessity  follow;  but,  ad- 
mitting that  an  inference  of  repudiation 
might  be  drawn,  it  is  fully  overcome  by  un- 
equivocal proof  that  Titcomb  was  always 
rec.  gnized  as  landlord,  and  that  Miller  paid 
rent  to  him,  or  to  his  agent  for  him,  up  to 
the  time  he  deeded  to  the  plaintiffs. 

It  is  said  that  Miller's  possession  must 
have  been  interrupted  by  Ditlinger,  else  the 
court  could  not  have  rendered  judgment 
quieting  title  against  the  investment  com- 
pany. Neither  the  Millers  nor  Titcomb  were 
parties  to  that  action,  and  no  conclusions 
against  their  interests  can  be  drawn  from 
the  judgment  in  tlint  case.  The  evidence  in 
this  case  is  that  Ditlinger  has  never  been  in 
possession. 

The  defendant  seems  to  claim  that  the 
action  of  Wells  against  the  Millers  was  one 
to  quiet  title,  and  not  one  in  ejectment,  and 
hence  it  is  concluded  that  Wells  must  have 
Ufn  in  possession.  The  evidence  is  to  the 
contrary  and  shows  that  Wells  was  not  in 
p<)'!ses'»ion,  that  he  was  awarded  possession 
by  the  judgment,  and  that  the  issuance  of 
a  writ  of  assistance  to  obtain  possession 
was  niade  conditional  upon  the  payment 
of  the  tax  lien  awarded  the  Millers  upon  the 
nullification  of  the  tax  deed  under  which 
tiiey  claimed. 

The  defendant  insists  that  the  judgment 
in  favor  of  his  grantor.  Wells,  and  against 
the  Millers,  rendered  in  the  ejectment  suit, 
conqlutivcly  established  title  and  right  of 
pos.-tc$jiion  in  Wells,  and  hence  that  the 
present  controversy  brought  on  by  the  plain- 
tiffs has  been  adjudicated.  The  plaintiffs 
claim  under  a  new  title  acquired  since  the 
rendition  of  the  judgment  in  favor  of  Wells, 
and  not  derived  from  or  in  suecession  to  a 
party  to  his  suit.  They  nov^  hold,  and  claFm 
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under,  Titcomb's  title,  and  Titcomb's  rights 
have  not  before  been  considered  or  deter- 
mined. The  situation  of  the  plaintiiTs  is 
much  like  that  of  Kelson  in  the  case  of  Mc- 
Donald V.  Kelson,  79  Kan.  105,  —  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  — ,  98  Pac.  772.  Kelson  held  a  tax 
deed  and  the  legal  possession  of  a  tract  of 
land.  McDonald  brought  ejectment,  and  a 
judgment  of  ouster  was  rendered  against 
Kelson,  which  was  not  executed.  Kelson 
then  purchased  the  land  at  tax  sale  and  ex- 
tended his  possession  to  full  occupancy. 
This  gave  him  a  new,  independent,  para- 
mount right,  not  adjudicated  in  the  action 
of  ejectment,  upon  which  he  could  stand.  In 
the  opinion  it  was  said:  "Of  course,  the  ad- 
verse judgment  in  the  ejectment  action  is 
binding  upon  the  plaintiff,  and  concludes 
him  in  respect  to  the  title  and  possession 
ineffectually  defended  in  that  action;  but 
under  many  circumstances  there  may  be  a 
title  and  possession  entirely  distinct  and 
wholly  disconnected  from  that  involved  in 
the  ejectment  action,  so  that  there  is  in  fact 
no  privity  between  the  holder  and  the  de- 
feated ejectment  defendant.  In  such  cases 
the  judgment  extends  no  further  than  the 
title  and  possession  wnich  the  parties  were 
able  to  litigate,  and,  if  a  person  claiming 
separate,  paramo.unt,  and  undetermined 
rights  enter  pending  the  ejectment  action, 
a  writ  of  possession  may  not  be  executed 
against  him." 

Wells  took  nothing  as  against  Titcomb  by 
the  quitclaim  deed  from  the  investment 
company.  The  investment  company  had 
already  deeded  to  Titcomb..  True,  Tit- 
comb's deed  was  not  of  record,  but  he 
was  in  possession  by  his  tenant,  Miller, 
which  fact  afforded  notice  to  the  world 
of  his  rights.  Wells  was  charged  with  this 
notice  when  he  took  his  quitclaim  deed,  and 
he  could  not  strengthen  his  position  by  liti- 
gating with  the  tenant  alone.  None  of  Tit- 
comb's rights  could  be  affected  by  legal 
proceedings  to  which  he  was  not  a  party, 
of  which  he  had  no  notice,  and  in  which  be 
did  not  participate.  All  of  his  rights,  undi- 
minished and  unimpaired,  were  acquired  by 
the  plaintiffs  after  the  judgment  in  favor 
of  Wells  had  been  rendered.  In  23  Cyc. 
Law  &  Proc.  p.  1261,  it  is  said,  citing  the 
American  cases:  "In  some  states  it  is  held 
that,  where  ejectment  is  brought  against 
a  tenant  in  possession,  and' he  gives  due  and 
legal  notice  to  his  landlord,  and  the  latter 
has  an  opportunity  to  come  in  and  defend, 
the  landlord  is  bound  by  the  judgment 
against  the  tenant;  but  in  others  it  is  held 
that  the  lessor  is  not  estopped  or  concluded 
by  the  judgment  in  a  former  action  against 
his  tenant,  although  he  may  have  been  noti- 
fied and  have  even  put  his  title  in  issue 
and  defended  it,  unless  he  was  made  a  party 
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of  record."  In  this  state  there  is  no  statute 
providing  for  notice  to  the  landlord  of  suits 
against  his  tenant,  and  the  doctrine  that  one 
not  a  party  to  a  suit  may  be  made  a  privy 
to  it,  and  so  be  concluded  by  the  judgment 
rendered,  by  a  merely  private  notification 
and  an  opportunity  to  defend,  has  not  met 
with  favor.  Park  v.  Ensign,  66  E.an.  50,  54, 
97  Am.  St.  Rep.  352,  71  Pac.  230.  Under 
certain  conditions,  which  are  stated  in  the 
case  last  cited,  one  not  a  party  to  the  record 
may  be  held  to  have  submitted  his  interests 
for  adjudication,  and  hence  be  bound  by  the 
judgment;  but  neither  of  these  situations  is 
presented  in  this  case.  We  have  here  the 
naked  question  of  the  effect  upon  a  land- 
lord's title  of  a  judgment  in  ejectment 
against  his  tenant.  In  the  case  of  Redden 
V.  Tefft,  48  Kan.  302,  306,  29  Pac.  167,  it  is 
said:  "Second.  Arthur  I.  Tefft  the  son  of 
Ely  A.  Tefft  was  only  holding  the  land  at 
the  commencement  of  the  action  of  June  2, 
1885,  under  his  father,  as  a  tenant.  It  does 
not  appear  that  Ely  A.  Tefft  was  notified  of 
the  pendency  of  that  action,  or  defended  it. 
Not  being  a  party  thereto,  he  cannot  be  bound 
by  the  judgment,  or  any  proceeding  therein. 
A  landlord,  without  notice  or  knowledge, 
cannot  be  prejudiced  in  his  title  by  his  ten- 
ant's acts  or  defaults."  .  True,  the  action 
referred  to  in  that  opinion  was  one  of 
forcible  entry  and  detainer,  which  by  stat- 
ute does  not  bar  subsequent  actions  to  re- 
cover the  same  land;  but  the  language 
quoted  states  a  second  ground,  outside  of 
and  beyond  the  statute,  for  holding  that 
the  landlord's  rights  are  not  affected  by  a 
judgment  of  ouster  against  his  tenant.  The 
reasons  are  that  the  landlord  should  have 
his  own  day  in  court.  He  is  not  in  privity 
with  his  tenant  because  he  does  not  claim 
under  or  hold  in  succession  to  the  tenant, 
and  sound  titles  might  be  weakened  or 
utterly  destroyed  by  actions  undefended  or 
imperfectly  defended  by  tenants,  or  by  ac- 
tions brought  in  collusion  with  tenants, 
which  their  landlords  might  successfully  re- 
sist if  duly  impleaded  and  served  with 
process. 

Confining  the  decision  to  the  facts  of  the 
present  case,  it  may  be  said  that  a  landlord 
who  is  not  a  party  to,  has  no  notice  of,  and 
does  not  defend,  an  action  of  ejectment,  pros- 
ecuted against  his  tenant,  is  not  bound  by  a 
judgment  in  the  action  adverse  to  the  ten- 
ant'. 24  Am.  &'Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  749; 
2  Underbill,  Land.  &  T.  975,  §  582.  For 
the  reasons  already  stated,  the  judgment 
quieting  Ditlinger's  title  against  the  invest- 
ment company  is  no  bar  to  the  plaintiffs' 
suit.  When  the  Miller  tax  deed  was  set 
aside  in  the  ejectment  suit  brought  by  Wells, 
the  Millers  were  given  a  lien  for  taxes,  and 
Wells  was  required  to  satisfy  this  lien  bo- 
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fore  he  could  obtain  possession.  The  evi- 
dence is  uncontradicted  that  Wells  paid  the 
required  sum  to  the  clerk  of  the  district 
court,  who  in  turn  paid  it  to  the  plaintiffs. 
It  was  and  is  the  duty  of  the  landowner, 
whoever  he  may  be,  to  pay  these  taxes.  In 
equity  the  payment  by  Wells  should  operate 
as  an  assignment  of  the  lien  to  him  and  his 
deed  to  Ditlinger  should  operate  as  an  as- 
signment to  Ditlinger.  The  plaintiffs  seek 
equitable  relief  and  ought  to  do  equity. 
Wagner  v.  Underbill,  71  Kan.  637,  81  Pac 
177.  It  seems  this  matter  was  not  well  pre- 
sented to  the  district  court;  but  upon  the 
whole  record  it  is  clearly  just  that  the  relief 
granted  the  plaintiffs  should  be  made  con- 
ditional upon  their  reimbursing  Ditlinger 
for  the  taxes  referred  to,  and  interest. 

The  cause  is  remanded  for  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  judgment  as  suggested. 

With  the  modification,  the  judgment  ia 
affirmed.  The  costs  in  this  court  are  di- 
vided. 

All  the  Justices  concur,  ' 


MINNESOTA  SITPBEBfE  COURT. 

THEODORE     DOLGE,     Admr.,     etc,     of 
Charles  A.  Dolge,  Deceased,  Appt., 

V. 

NORTHERN    PACIFIC    RAILWAY    COM- 
PANY, Respt. 

(107  Minn.  242,  119  N.  W.  1066.) 

Railroad  swltcb,—  construction  ^  ex- 
pert opinion  — Jury  flndlng. 

1.  The  proper  throw  necessary  for  a  split 
switch,  in  railway  construction,  is  an  en- 
gineering proposition  to  be  determined  by 

Headnotes  by  Lewis,  J. 


yote.  —  Bight  of  jury  to  ptuss  upon  ques- 
tion of  negligence  in  use  of  a  awlteli 
of  a  particular  type  or  construction. 

The  conclusion  reached  in  the  above  de- 
cision, that  it  is  not  for  a  jury  to  say  wheth- 
er a  railroad  company  can  be  found  negli- 
gent because  of  its  method  of  constructing 
a  switch,  finds  support  in  Chicago,  M.  &  St 
P.  R.  Co.  V.  Riley,  76  C.  C.  A.  107,  345  Foil. 
137,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  327,  in  which  it 
was  held  that  the  location  of  a  switch  stand 
"was  part  of  an  engineering  scheme,  and 
therefore,  in  the  absence  of  those  manifest 
errors  in  construction  which  would  be  pat- 
ent to  an  ordinary  observer,  did  not  involve 
a  question  of  negligence  to  be  passed  ui>nn 
by  a  jury." 

And  in  Chicago  &  E.  I.  R.  Co.  v.  Driscoll, 
176  III.  330,  62  N.  E.  921,  it  was  also  held 
that  the  manner  of  constructing  a  railroad 
was  an  engineering  question,  and  that  a 
railroad  company  could  not  be  required  to 
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properly  qualifie<1  engineers,  and  the  ver- 
dict of 'a  jury  or  the'  opinion  of  judges  can- 
not be  substituted  therefor. 
Master  —  duty  —  railroad  switch  —  con- 
struction —  negligence. 
2.  It  having  been  shown  that  a  throw  of 
5  inches  was  the  standard  adopted  and 
reconimended  by  the  American  Railway, 
Engineering,  and  Maintenance  of  Way  As- 
sociation, and  that  for  all  railroad  pur- 
poses a  throw  of  from  4  to  5  inches  was 
safer  than  a  less  distance,  held,  respond- 
ent was  not  guilty  of  negligence  in  main- 
taining a  split  switch  with  a  throw  of  4f 
inches,  although  a  switchman's  foot  might 
be  more  readily  caught  therein  than  if  the 
distance  had  been  less. 

(February  26,  1900.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Hennepin  Coun- 
ty in  defendant's  favor  notwithstanding  a 
verdict  for  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought 


to  recover  damages  for  pprsonal  injuries 
alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  defendant's 
negligence.  '  Affirmed.' 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Iiarrabee  &  Dnvles  for  appel- 
lant. 

Messrs.  Charles  W.  Bunn  and  Elmer- 
son  Hadley,  for  respondent: 

The  railroad  has  a  right  to  exercise  a 
reasonable  discretion  in  determining  what 
kind  of  appliances  and  tracks  it  will  use, 
and  on  the  evidence  in  this  case  there  can 
be  no  question  that  it  has  exercised  that 
discretion  in  a  reasonable  manner. 

Morris  v.  Duluth,  S.  S.  &  A.  R.  Co.  47 
C.  C.  A.  661,  108  Fed.  747;  O'Neill  v.  Chi- 
cago, R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  62  Neb.  358,  60  L.RJk.. 
443,  86  N.  W.  1098;  Wabash  R.  Co.  v. 
Kithcart,  79  C.  C.  A.  150,  149  Fed.  108,  9 
A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  497;  Randall  v.  Balti- 
more, &  0.  R.  Co.  109  U.  S.  478,  27  L.  ed- 
1003,  3  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  322;  Tuttle  v.  Decroit. 


adopt  any  particular  method  of  construc- 
tion or  any  particular  contrivance  or  de- 
vice, in  order  to  be  in  the  exercise  of  ordi- 
nary care,  and  that,  therefore,  the  question 
whether  the  failure  to  put  a  butt  post  at 
the  end  of  a  stub  switch  in  a  switch  yard 
was  negligence  in  the  construction  of  the 
track  should  not  be  submitted  to  the  jury. 
The  court  said:  "One  jury  might  find  the 
construction  a  proper  one,  whilst  another 
jury  might  find  it  an  improper  one,  and  the 
important  engineering  question  of  the  man- 
ner of  constructing  a  railroad  would  thus  be 
left  to  the  varying  and  uncertain  opinions 
of  jurors.  The  only  question  proper  to  sub- 
mit to  a  jury  in  such  cases  is  whether  the 
premises  as  they  existed  at  the  time  of  the 
injury  were  reasonably  safe." 

And  in  Coppins  v.  New  York  C.  4  H.  R. 
R.  Co.  43  Hun,  20,  it  was  held  that  it  was 
not  for  a  jury  to  say  what  switches  should 
be  used  by  a  railroad  company  in  order  to 
escape  liability  for  injury  to  an  employee 
caused  by  the  negligence  of  a  coemployee. 

And  in  International  &  G.  N.  R.  Co.  v. 
Johnson,  23  Tex.  Civ.  App.  160,  55  8.  W. 
772,  it  was  held  that  a  railroad  company 
had  the  right  to  locate  a  switch  at  a  point 
where  there  was  a  grade  in  the  curve  of  its 
track,  and  that  it  was  not  guilty  of  negli- 
gence in  so  doing. 

So,  the  rule  enunciated  in  Doloe  v. 
NoBTliERN  P.  R.  Co.  finds  support  also  in 
the  following  cases,  which  are  not  strictly 
in  point  in  this  note,  since  the  structure  up- 
on which  the  negligence  of  the  company  was 
bailed  was  not  a  switch:  Morris  v.  Duluth, 
S.  S.  &  A.  R.  Co.  47  C.  C.  A.  G61,  108  Fed. 
747  (method  of  blocking  between  a  guard 
rail  and  a  main  rail) ;  St.  Louis  Nat.  Stock 
Yards  v.  Burns,  97  111.  App.  175;  Mobile  & 
O.  R.  Co.  V.  Healy,  100  111.  App.  586,  subse- 
quent appeal  in  109  111.  App.  531  (in  all 
of  which  the  question  was  whether  the  rail- 
road company  was  guilty  of  negligence 
merely  because  of  the  distance  between  cer- 
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tain  tracks)  ;  Boyd'  v.  Harris,  170  Pa.  484, 
35  Atl.  222   (location  of  a  cattle  chute). 

But  in  Chicago,  W.  &  V.  Coal  Co.  v. 
Brooks,  138  111.  App.  34,  affirmed  in  234  111. 
372,  84  N.  E.  1028,  it  was  held  that  the 
rule  that  the  manner  of  constructing  a  rail- 
road was  an  engineering  question,  and  that 
a  railroad  company  was  not  required  to 
adopt  any  particular  method  of  construc- 
tion or  any  particular  contrivance  or  device, 
in  order  to  be  in  the  exercise  of  ordinary 
care  for  the  safety  of  employees,  was  not 
applicable  to  a  switch  used  by  a  coal  com- 
pany, which  was  altogether  different  in  con- 
struction and  in  the  manner  of  its  operation 
from  ordinary  railroad  switches. 

The  weight  of  authority,  however,  seems 
to  be  opposed  to  the  rule  laid  down  in  the 
foregoing  cases,  since,  in  a  more  numerous 
line  of  decisions,  the  question  of  the  defend- 
ant railroad  companies'  negligence  in  the 
original  construction  of  switches  and  in  the 
use  of  certain  types  was  left  to  the  jury, 
l^us,  in  Brooke  v.  Chicago,  R.  I.  ft  P.  R.  Co. 
81  Iowa,  504,  47  N.  W.  74,  an  altogether 
different  conclusion  was  reached  than  in 
DoLQE  V.  NoETiiERN  P.  R.  Co.  as  to  a  simi- 
lar switch,  and  the  jury  were  permitted  to 
find  that  the  split  rail  of  the  switch  and  its 
stationary  rail  were  too  far  apart. 

The  language  of  another  Iowa  case  (Gor- 
don V.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  129  Iowa, 
747,  106  N.  W.  177),  though  not  strictly  in 
point  on  this  note,  because  the  negligence 
complained  of  was  in  the  construction  of  the 
roadbed,  deserves  to  be  quoted  because  of 
the  clearness  with  which  it  states  the  pre- 
vailing rule:  "Railroad  companies  consti- 
tute no  exception  to  the  general  rule  which 
requires  the  employer  to  furnish  his  employ- 
ee a  reasonably  safe  place  to  work;  .  .  . 
the  application  of  such  rule  extends  to  the 
roadbed  and  safety  of  the  track  over  which 
train  men  are  required  to  operate  their 
trains.  If  inquiry  into  the  construction  of 
the  road  cannot  be  made  by  a  jury,  because 


Digitized  by 


Google 


602 


MINNESOTA  SUPRE-ME  COURT. 


Feb., 


G.  H.  &  M.  R.  Co.  122  U.  S.  189,  30  L.  ed. 
1114,  7  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1166;  Southern  P.  Co. 
V.  Seley,  152  U.  S.  145,  38  L.  ed.  391,  14 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  530;  Grattis  v.  Kansas  City, 
P.  &  G.  R.  Co.  153  Mo.  380,  48  L.R.A.  399, 
77  Am.  St.  Rep.  721,  55  S.  W.  108. 

Ijewls,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Appellant's  eon  was  a  switchman  in  the 
employ  of  respondent  railway  company  at 
its  yards  in  the  city  of  Minneapolis,  and 
was  killed  on  the  track  while  engaged  in 


the  performance  of  his  duties.  Ncglipcni^ 
is  based  upon  the  ground  that  respondent 
maintained  a  defective  split  switch,  in  that 
the  movable  point  of  the  switch  when  open 
was  at  a  greater  distance  than  necessan-. 
which  condition  permitted  the  foot  of  the 
switchman  to  become  caught  and  held.  Ap- 
pellant recovered  a  verdict,  and  the  trial 
court  ordered  judgment  for  respondent  not- 
withstanding the  verdict. 

It  was  shown  at  the  trial  that  the  dis- , 
tance  between  the  point  of  the  switch  when ) 
open  and  the  main  rail  was  4}  inches,  and 


it  may  involve  questions  of  engineering  or 
mechanics  or  scientific  or  expert  discussion, 
then,  for  equally  good  reason,  can  inquirj' 
into  the  reasonable  safety  of  the  place  of 
work  be  suppressed  in  substantially  every  I 
action  brought  by  servant  against  master." 
The  doctrine  enunciated  in  the  Dolge 
Case  is  also  opposed  by  the  following  de- 
cisions, in  which  the  questions  parentlictic- 
ally  shown  were  submitted  to  the  jury: 
Birmingham  Traction  Co.  v.  Reville,  136 1 
Ala.  335,  34  So.  981  (whether  a  switch  in- 
corporated in  a  railroad  company's  way  at 
a  certain  point  for  tlie  use  to  which  it  was 
there  put  without  a  spring  or  other  appli- 
ance, or  without  proper  and  effective  appli- 
ance, to  hold  its  tongue  rail  out  of  the  way 
of  the  wheels  of  cars  not  intended  to  take  it, 
was  or  was  not  a  defect  in  the  condition  of 
its  track  at  that  point) ;  Indiana,  I.  &  I. 
R.  Co.  v.  Bundy,  152  Ind.  590,  53  N.  E. 
175  (whether  it  was  negligence  in  a  rail- 
road canii)any  to  maintain,  in  switch  yards 
and  places  where  a  large  amount  of  ear 
handling  was  required,  uncovered  wires 
from  the  derail  in  an  interlocking  switch 
to  the  distant  signals) ;  Austin  v.  Chi- 
cago, R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  93  Iowa,  236,  61 
N.  \V.  849  (wlicther  a  railroad  com- 
;iny,  in  constructing  a  switch,  was  neg- 
igent  in  not  filling  in  between  the  ties 
or  under  the  switch  bars,  and  in  not  placing 
the  switch  bars  between  the  ties  at  equal 
distances) ;  Rouse  t.  Downs,  6  Kan.  App. 
549,  47  Pac.  982  (whether  the  switch  con- 
nection was  properly  made  and  reasonable 
care  used  in  its  construction) ;  Hannah  v. 
Connecticut  River  R.  Co.  154  Mass.  529, 
28  N.  E.  682  (whether  the  situation  in 
which  the  ground  was  left  under  and  around 
a  switch  rod  and  the  rails  constituted  a  de- 
fect in  the  roadbed)  ;  Dunphy  v.  St.  Joseph 
Stock  Yards  Co.  118  Mo.  App.  506,  95  S.  \V. 
301  (whether  the  rails',  guard  rails,  and 
frog  of  a  switch  were  too  light) ;  Boss  v. 
Northern  P.  R.  Co.  2  N.  D.  128,  33  Am.  St. 
Rep.  756,  49  N.  W.  055  (whether  a  certain 
switch  stand  required  to  be  erected  close  to 
the  track  was  of  the  proper  pattern  for 
such  location). 

Upon  the  same  principle,  the  question 
whether  a  railroad  company  was  negligent 
in  constructing  its  switch  stand  too  close 
to  the  track  was  submitted  to  the  jury,  in 
the  following  cases:  Boston  &  ^f.  R.  Co.  v. 
Gokey,  79  C.  C.  A.  04,  149  Fed.  42,  9  A.  & 
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E.  Ann.  Cas.  384 ;  Wright  v.  Chieaao,  I.  i. 
L.  R.  Co.  160  Ind.  583,  66  N.  E.  454;  Kin 
nev  V.  Rutland  R.  Co.  114  App.  Uiv.  2sii. 
99"  N.  Y.  Supp.  800;  Pidcock  v.  Union  P.  It. 
Co.  5  Utah,  612,  1  L.R.A.  131,  19  Pac.  1!)1; 
Morrissette  v.  Canadian  P.  R.  O.  70  Vt. 
267,  56  Atl.  1102. 

So,  in  the  following  cases,  the  jury  waj 
permitted  to  say  whetlier  tlie  railroad  c;im- 
pany  was  negligent  in  failing  to  equip  a 
switch  track  with  a  derailing  snitch:  .JtU'es 
V.  Kansas  City,  Ft.  S.  &  M.  R.  Co.  ITS  Mu. 
528,  101  Am.  St.  Rep.  434,  77  S.  W.  S;"l: 
Smith  V.  Fflrdyce,  190  Mo.  1,  88  S.  W.  «7!i: 
Cooper  T.  New  York,  O.  &  W.  R.  Co.  ^^ 
App.  Div.  42,  82  N.  Y.  Supp.  9^,  reveiwl 
without  discussion  of  this  question,  in  ISO 
N.  Y.  12,  72  N.  E.  518. 

In  Smith  v.  New  York  &  H.  R.  Co.  Ifl  X. 
Y.  127,  75  Am.  Dec.  305,  it  was  held  that  th? 
trial  judge  was  fully  warranted  in  submit- 
ting to  the  jury  the  question  of  a  railmail 
company's  negligence  m  permitting  a  sliuri 
switch  to  remain  in  use  upon  its  road  at  a 
place  where  there  was  a  somewhat  unuMial 
complication  of  switches,  "even  if  he  wi.nU 
not  have  been  authorized  to  a.ssunie,  as  a 
matter  of  law,  that  the  company  had  neg- 
lected their  duty  in  this  respect." 

In  the  following  cases,  in  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  trial  court  submitted  to  the 
jury  the  question  whether  the  defendant 
railroad  companies  were  negligent  by  reason 
of  their  method  of  constructing  switcl.es  «r 
by  reason  of  their  use  of  certain  types  there- 
of, it  was  not  considered  whetlier  it  wa.< 
rightfully  so  submitted,  it  being  held  cither 
that  there  was  no  evidence,  or  that  there 
was  insufficient  evidence,  to  estthllsh  ne'.'li- 
gence  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  cKinpanies: 
Randall  v.  Baltimore  &  O.  R.  Co.  ]0;t  I".  •"<. 
478,  27  L.  ed.  1003.  3  Sup.  Ct.  Rc>.  S2i: 
Riley  v.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  C(!  C.  C.  -*. 
598.  133  Fed.  904:  St.  Louis  Bridue  Co.  t. 
Fellows.  39  111.  Eep.  456;  Lndd  v.  .N>» 
Bedford  R.  Co.  119  Mass.  412.  20  Am. 
Rep.  331;  Twitchell  v.  Minneapolis,  St. 
P.  &  S.  Ste.  M.  R.  Co.  107  Minn.  3.s;i. 
120  N.  W.  531;  Bennett  v.  Long  IslanJ 
R.  Co.  163  N.  Y.  1,  57  N.  E.  79,  revers- 
ing 21  App.  Div.  25,  47  N.  Y.  Supp. 
258;  Peters  V.  Bessemer  &  L.  E.  R.  Co.  Hi 
Pa.  307,  74  Atl.  61 ;  St.  Louis  Southwestern 
R.  Co.  v.  Arnold,  39  Tex.  Civ.  App.  161,  87 
S.  W.  173. 
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tpprllant  atfcmptcd  to  prove  that  3i  inches 
Mas  the  extreme  limit  necessary.  It  being 
shown  that  the  width  of  a  switchman's  shoe 
rxcrcds  3^  inches,  it  was  claimed  that  the 
deceased  could  not  have  had  his  foot  caup;ht 
in  the  space,  had  the  switch  in  question 
lieen  maintained  at  a  distance  of  3}  inches. 
It  was  proven  by  respondent,  and  the  fact 
\ras  not  controverted,  that  several  years  ago 
the  American  Railway,  Engineering,  and 
Maintenance  of  Way  Association  adopted  5 
inches  as  the  standard  throw  of  split 
switches,  and  that  it  has  been  the  purpose 
of  respondent  and  other  railway  couipanivs 
to  conform  to  this  standard  from  time  to 
time  as  new  switches  have  been  installed. 
The  evidence  establisliod  beyond  controversy 
the  fact  that  no  uniform  standard  had  been 
installed  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  and 
that  the  intervening  space  between  the 
point  of  the  switch  and  the  main  rail  varied 
from  3^  to  &  inches.  It  was  also  shown  that 
the  space  of  3}  inches  at  least  was  neces- 
sary, even  when  the  rails  and  the'  switch, 
the  car  wheel  and  axles,  and  the  entire 
<i|i;ipmcnt  is  new  and  in  perfect  condition. 
Tlic  llnnge  of  the  ordinary  car  wheel  is  li 
inches  thick.  Conceding  that  the  flanges 
may  be  worn  for  the  space  of  an  inch  be- 
fore the  wheel  i.'  discarded,  an  additional 
space  of  1  inch  would  be  required  to  allow 
for  the  play  of  wheels  in  that  condition.  So 
Si  inches  at  least  would  be  required,  assum- 
ing that  the  axles  and  the  switch  bearings 
were  in  perfect  condition.  By  competent 
railroad  authority  it  is  deemed  wise  to 
increase  the  space  as  far  as  possible,  in 
order  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of 
striking  the  point  of  the  switch  when  loose 
or  worn  wheels  and  equipment  pass  over  it. 
Ample  space  is  the  more  necessary  from  the 
fact  that  in  railroad  operations  each  com 
pany  is  obliged  to  receive  and  transfer  cars 
from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

The  fact  that,  at  the  time  of  the  acci 
dent,  some  switches  with  a  3)-inch  throw 
were  in  use  by  respondent  company,  and 
that  a  majority  of  the  switches  examined  by 
appellant's  witnesses  were  less  than  the  s- 
inch  standard,  does  not  of  itself  establish 
negligence  in  maintaining  the  particular 
switch  under  consideration  at  4}  inches. 
The  question  is  not  to  be  determined  from 
the  standpoint  alone  of  the  greatest  safety 
to  switchmen  or  others  who  have  occasion 
to  walk  on  the  tracks.  In  constructing  and 
operating  railroads,  every  question  which 
enters  into  the  problem  must  be  consid- 
ered, and  if  those  competent  to  judge  of 
such  matters  have  decided  that  safe  rail- 
roading requires  the  maintenance  of  a  space 
from  4  to  5  inches,  no  negligence  can  be 
predicated  npon  the  adoption  of  such  a 
standard.  It  cannot  be  csoumcd  that  the 
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association  mentioned  inconsiderately  adopt- 
ed the  5-inch  standard.  On  the  contrary, 
it  must  be  aesumed  that  such  action  was 
based  upon  thorough  investigation  as  a  re- 
sult of  experience,  and  must  be  accepted,  so 
far  as  the  courts  are  concerned.  Suppose 
respondent  had  adopted  3)  inches  as  its 
.standard,  and  an  accident  should  occur  upon 
such  a  switch  on  account  of  a  badly  worn 
wheel  or  imperfect  equipment;  would  not 
negligence  be  charged  for  Jiiaintaining  a 
switch  with  too  narrow  a  Fpa?e? 

It  is  the  general  rule  that  the  method 
of  constructing  a  railroad  is  an  engineering 
question.  Tuttle  v.  Detroit,  G.  H.  &  M.  R. 
Co.  122  U.  S.  189,  30  L.  ed.  1114,  7  Su^. 
Ct.  Rep.  1166;  Illick  v.  Flint  &  P.  M.  R.  Co. 
67  Mich.  632,  35  N.  W.  708;  Boyd  v.  Har- 
ris, 176  Pa.  484,  35  Atl.  222;  Mobile  &  O. 
R.  Co.  v.  Henly,  100  111.  App.  586.  These 
cases  are  referred  to  and  distinguished  in 
Clay  V.  ChicRgo,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  Co.  104 
Minn.  1,  115  N.  W.  949.  See  also  Chicago, 
M.  &  St.  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Riley,  76  C.  C.  A.  107, 
145  Fed.  137,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  327; 
St.  Louis  Nat.  Stock  Yards  v.  Burns,  97 
111.  App.  175.  This  is  the  controlling  ques- 
tion in  the  case,  and  the  conceded  facts 
bring  it  within   the  rule. 

Affirmed. 


OHIO   SUPREME  COVRT. 

J.  R.  STOCKTON  et  al.,  Plffs.  in  Err., 

T. 

FLORENCE  FRAZIER  et  al. 

(81  Ohio  St.  227,  90  N.  E.  IGS.) 

Descent  —  brothers  and  sisters  —  half 
blood. 

The  half-brothers  and  half-sisters  of  the 
ancestor  are  included  in  the  words  "broth- 
ers and  sisters  of  such  ancestors,"  in  the 
fifth  subdivision  of  §  4158,  Revised  Stat- 
utes, prescribing  the  order  of  descent  of 
ancestral  real  estate. 

(November  30,  1900.) 

Headnote  by  the  Court. 


Note.  —  Descent  and  distribution  among 
Ictndrcd  of  the  half  blood. 

This  question  is  exhaustively  discussed  in 
the  note  to  Anderson  v.  Bell,  29  L.R.A.  541, 
in  which  it  is  declared  that  the  question  is 
dependent  upon  the  terms  and  provisions  of 
the  statutes  of  the  different  states,  most  of 
which  make  a  distinction  in  the  case  of  real 
estate  when  the  same  is  ancestral  in  its 
character,  in  which  case  the  whole  blood 
excludes  the  half  blood.  This  statement 
finds  support  not  only  in  the  cases  cited  in 
the  note  icferred  to,'  but  in  the  following 
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Ij^  RROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Clermont 
J  County  to  review  a  judgment  affirm- 
ing a  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  distributing  the  estate  of  Charles 
Stockton,  deceased,  equally  between  the  legal 
representatives  of  both  the  whole  and  the 
hald  blood  of  B.  N.  Stockton,  the  ancestor 
from  whom  the  estate  came.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  J,  R.  Hoore,  for  plaintiffs  in  error: 

The  statute  .means  that  the  estate  shall 
pass  first  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
whole  "blood,  and,  if  there  are  none,  then  to 
those  of  the  half  blood. 

Steiiibcl  V.  Martin,  50  Ohio  St.  521,  35 
Ni  E.  208 ;  Lyon  v.  Lyon,  24  Ohio  C.  C.  603, 
1  Ohio  C.  C.  N.  S.  262. 

When  dealing  at  different  timet  with  the 
same  subject,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  the  legislature  uses  the  same  words 
in  the  same  sense. 

Rhodes  v.  Weldy,  46  Ohio  St.  234,  16  Am. 
St.  Rep.  684,  20  N.  E.  461;  Raymond  v. 
Cleveland,  42  Ohio  St.  629;  Robbins  v.  Om- 
nibus R.  Co.  32  Cal.  472. 


Messrs.  Nicliols  &  Nichols,  Nichols  A 
Griffith,  and  W.  C.  Blsiiop  for  defend- 
ants in  error. 

Summers,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  courl: 

The  contest  is  between  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  brothers  of  the  whole  blood 
and  legal  representatives  of  brothers  of  the 
half  blood  of  the  ancestor' from,  whom  the 
lands  descended  to  an  intestate  who  died 
unmarried,  without  issue,  and  leaving  no 
brothers  or  sisters  of  the  whole  or  half 
blood,  or  their  legal  representatives,  or 
mother  surviving  him,  over  the  partitioning 
of  a  town  lot  in  Clermont  county  and  182 
acres  of  land  in  Brown  county.  B.  N.  Stock- 
ton acquired  title  to  the  lands  by  purchase. 
He  died  seised  of  them,  and  they  passed  by 
descent  to  his  only  child,  Charles  Stockton, 
who  never  married,  and  died,  in  June,  1907, 
intestate  and  without  issue,  leaving  no 
brothers  or  sisters,  either  of  the  whole  or  the 
half  blood,  or  their  l^;al  representatives, 
surviving  him,  and  his  mother  died  before 


decisions,  in  which  the  statutes  under  which 
the  property  in  suit  was  distributed  exclud- 
ed the  half  blood  from  sharing  in  property 
descended  from  an  ancestor  not  of  their 
blood:  .Johnson  v.  Phillips,  85  Ark.  86,  107 
S.  W.  170;  Rowley  v.  Stray,  32  Mich.  70;  Re 
Bell,  34  N.  Y.  Supp.  191;  Hilliard  v.  Moore, 
4  N.  C.  (2  Car.  Law  Repos.  590) ;  Henszey  v. 
Gross,  186  Pa.  363,  39  Atl.  949;  Caughey  v. 
Harrnr,  21  Lane.  L.  Rev.  353;  Amy  v. 
Young,  12  Utah,  278,  42  Pac.  1121;  Shu- 
man  V.  Shuman,  80  Wis.  479,  50  N.  W.  670. 

Of  course,  if  the  half  blood  is  the  blood 
of  the  ancestor  through  whom  the  property 
in  question  came,  he  would  take  the  same, 
to  the  exclusion  of  such  ancestor's  brothers 
and  sisters.  Banes  v.  Finney,  209  Pa.  191, 
68  Atl.  136. 

In  the  following  cases,  the  statutes  under 
which  the  property  in  question  was  distrib- 
uted placed  the  half  blood  on  equality  with 
the  whole  blood  under  all  circumstances: 
farter  v.  Carter,  234  HI.  607,  85  N.  E.  292; 
Finley  v.  Abner,  4  Ind.  Terr.  386,  GO'S.  W. 
911;  Tays  v.  Robinson,  68  Kan.  53,  74  Pac. 
623;  State  v.  Ellis,  72  Kan.  285,  83  Pac. 
1046;  Mclntyre  v.  Gelvin,  77  Kan.  779,  95 
Pac.  389;  Napier  v.  Davis,  7  J.  J.  Marsh. 
283;  Re  Adams,  6  Ont.  L.  Rep.  679,  2  Ont. 
Week.  Ren.  1150. 

In  Miller's  Estete,  2  Woodw.  Dec.  174, 
the  statute  involved  provided  that,  as  to  de- 
scent of  personal  property,  tliere  was  no  dis- 
tinction between  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
whole  blood  and  brotliers  and  sisters  of  the 
half  blood. 

And  in  McClerry  ▼.  Matson,  2  Ind.  79, 
the  half  blood  were  treated  on  an  equality 
with  the  whole  blood  in  the  distribution  of 
personalty. 

In  Kellar  v.  Harper,  64  Md.  74,  1  Atl.  05, 
it  was  held  that  there  was  no  distinction  be- 
tween the  whole  and  the  half  blood  in  the 
distribution  of  personalty,  but  that,  in  tho 
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inheritance  of  real  estate,  the  whole  blood 
would  exclude  the  half  blood,  citing  a  sec- 
tion of  the  Code. 

In  Lyon  v.  Lyon,  24  Ohio  C.  C.  498,  it  was 
held  that  a  statutory  provision  that  an  es- 
tate acquired  by  purchase,  in  default  of  cer- 
tain heirs,  should  pass  to  the  next  of  kin, 
was  controlled  by  other  paragraphs  of  the 
same  section  of  the  statute,  which  provided 
that  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  half 
blood  should  inherit  only  when  there  -were 
not  brother  and  sisters  of  the  whole  blood, 
and  that  therefore  the  kindred  of  the  whole 
blood  of  the  intestate  would  take  as  next  of 
kin  of  the  intestate,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
tialf  blootl. 

In  Ooh-man  v.  Foster,  112  Ala.  506,  20  So. 
600,  it  was  held  upon  the  authority  of  Cox 
V.  Clark,  93  Ala.  400,  9  So.  457,  that  tho 
statutory  provision  excluding  from  the  in- 
heritance of  an  ancestral  estate  those  who 
are  not  of  the  full  blood  of  such  ancestor, 
"as  against  those  of  the  same  degree,"  ob- 
tained only  as  to  kin  of  the  same  decree  as 
those  claiming  the  inheritance  by  kinship  nf 
the  full  blood,  and  that  therefore  a  half- 
brother  of  the  intestate,  though  not  of  the 
blood  of  the  ancestor  thlough  whom  the  prop- 
erty descended,  inherited  to  the  exclusion  of 
a  cousin  of  the  full  blood  of  the  intestate. 

In  Re  Smith,  131  Cal.  433.  82  Am.  St. 
Rep.  358,  63  Pac.  728,  it  was  held  that  the 
statutory  provision  excluding  kindred  of  the 
half  blood  in  favor  of  kindred  of  the  full 
blood,  where  the  former  were  not  of  the 
blood  of  the  ancestor  from  whom  the  estate 
came,  applied  only  where  such  kindred  were 
in  the  same  degree,  and  had  no  application 
to  any  case  where  the  degrees  were  not  the 
same;  for  example,  where  the  surviving  hus- 
band and  half-sisters  of  the  decedent  were 
sole  heirs,  though  such  half-sisters  were  not 
of  the  blood  of  other  ancestor  from  whoa 
the  property  came. 
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him.  At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Charles 
Stockton  there  were  living  l^al  represent- 
Ktives  of  two  brothers  of  B.  N.  Stockton, 
of  the  whole  blood,  and  legal  representatives 
of  two  brothers  and  of  two  sisters  of  B.  N. 
Stockton,  of  the  half  blood.  The  court  of 
common  pleas  partitioned  the  lands  between 
the  legal  representatives  of  both  the  whole 
and  the  half  blood,  and,  on  appeal,  the  cir- 
cuit court  did  the  same. 

The  judgments  below  were  based  upon 
Oliver  v.  Sanders,  8  Ohio  St.  501,  where  it 
is  held  that,  in  a  statute  relating  to  descents 
of  ancestral  estates,  the  half  brothers  and 
sisters  of  the  ancestor  are  included  in  the 
words  "brothers  and  sisters  of  such  ances- 
tor," and  are  preferred  to  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  the  intestate,  of  the  half  blood, 
who  are  not  of  the  blood  of  the  ancestor 
from  whom  the  estate  came.  But  it  is  con- 
tended that  that  case  is  distinguishable  from 
this,  that  this  is  not  a  contest  between  the 
half  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  intestate 


who  are  not  of  the  blood  of  the  ancestor 
from  whom  the  estate  came,  and  the  half 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  ancestor,  but  be- 
tween the  legal  representatives  of  the  broth- 
ers of  the  whole  blood  of  the  ancestor  and 
the  legal  representatives  of  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  the  half  blood  of  the  ancestor,  and 
that  since  that  decision  the  statute  has  been 
supplemented,  and  that  in  Sterobel  v.  Mar- 
tin, 50  Ohio  St.  496,  36  N.  E.  208,  where  the 
supplemental  act  is  construed,  it  is  held 
that  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  whole  blood 
are  preferred  to  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
half  blood,  although  the  words  of  the  stat- 
ute are  "brothers  and  sisters"  without  limi- 
tation.   The  statutes  are  as  follows : 

Ancestral  Estates.  Section  4158,  Rev. 
Stat: 

"When  a  person  dies  intestate,  having  title 
or  right  to  any  real  estate  or  inheritance  in 
this  state,  which  title  came  to  such  intestate 
by  descent,  devise,  or  deed  of  gift  from  an 
ancestor,  such  estate  shall  descend  and  pass 


In  Bates  v.  Nicholson,  39  Fla.  769,  23  So. 
490,  and  in  Pinkard  v.  Smith,  Litt.  Sel. 
Cas.  (Ky.)  331,  it  was  held  that  a  statu- 
tory provision  that  collaterals  of  the  half 
blood  should  inherit  only  half  as  much  as 
collaterals  of  the  whole  blood  did  not  afTect 
another  statutory  provision  which  divided 
the  inheritance  into  moieties,  and  cast  one 
upon  the  paternal  kindred  and  the  other 
upon  the  maternal  kindred ;  and  should  not 
be  construed  to  invest  the  collateral  kin- 
dred of  the  whole  blood  of  either  ancestor 
with  any  portion  of  the  moiety  which  was 
to  pass  to  the  kindred  of  the  other. 

In  Holmes  v.  Lane  (Ky.)  123  S.  W.  318, 
it  was  held  that  the  statutory  provision  by 
which  collaterals  of  the  half  blood  were  to 
inherit  only  half  as  much  as  the  whole  blood 
was  applicable  only  when  it  came  to  appor- 
tioning the  estate  among  those  of  that  de- 
gree, and  that  where  there  were  no  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  whole  blood,  those  of  the 
h»If  blood  took  the  whole  estate. 

So,  in  Bertram  v.  Witherspoon  (Ky.)  127 
S.  W.  633,  it  was  held  that  the  half-brothers 
of  an  intestate  on  his* father's  side  would  in- 
herit property  descended  to  him  from  his 
mother  in  preference  to  his  mother's  sister. 

In  Nunnally  v.  Nunnally,  5  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
318,  a  memorandum  decision,  it  was  held 
that,  upon  the  death  of  an  intestate  with- 
out children,  leaving  no  father  or  mother 
surviving,  his  estate  passed  to  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  though  they  were  only  of  the 
half  blood. 

In  Ector  v.  Grant,  112  Ga.  557,  63  L.R.A. 
723,  37  S.  E.  084,  a  statute  which  provided 
that  the  half  blood  on  the  paternal  side 
should  inherit  equally  with  the  whole  blood, 
and  that  the  maternal  half  blood  should  in- 
herit only  in  the  absence  of  a  brother  or  sis- 
ter of  the  whole  or  half  blood  on  the  pa- 
ternal side,  and  that  the  children  or  grand 
children  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
deceased  should  represent  and  stand  in  the 
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place  of  the  deceased  parents,  but  that  there 
should  be  no  representation  further  than  this 
•among  collaterals, — was  held  not  to  exclude 
the  half  blood  on  the  maternal  side  as  long 
as  there  was  any  person  living  who  was  ei- 
ther of  the  whole  blood  or  the  half  blood  on 
the  paternal  side.  It  was  accordingly  fur- 
ther held  that,  if  relatives  of  the  whole 
blood  or  half  blood  on  the  paternal  side 
were  further  removed  from  the  intestate 
than  brother  or  sister,  then  the  half  blood 
on  the  maternol  side  was  allowed  to  come 
into  competition  with  them  for  the  inherit- 
ance, and  that  which  should  inherit  in  such 
case — the  remote  descendant  of  the  whole 
blood,  the  remote  descendant  of  the  half 
blood  on  the  paternal  side,  or  the  brother  or 
sister  of  the  half  blood  on  the  maternal 
side,  or  descendant  of  such — was  to  be  de- 
termined by  ascertaining  which  stood  near- 
est in  degree  to  the  intestate. 

Many  cases  were  cited  in  the  note  above 
referred  to  to  establish  the  proposition  that 
the  phrase  "brothers  and  sisters"  in 
statutes  of  descent  and  distribution  include 
half  brothers  and  sisters,  which  rule  is  sup- 
ported also  by  the  following  decisions:  Re 
Smith,  131  Cal.  436,  82  Am.  St.  Rep.  368, 

63  Pac.  728;  Lynch  v.  Lynch,  132  Cal.  214, 

64  Pac.  284;  Grigsby  v.  Breckinridge,  12  B. 
Mon.  629  (following  Clay  v.  Cousins,  1  T.  B. 
Mon.  75) ;  Re  Wagner,  6  Ont.  L.  Rep.  680. 

In  Price  v.  Grubbs,  1  Rob.  (La.)  01,  it 
was  held  that  before  the  promulgation  of 
the  Civil  Code,  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
whole  blood  excluded  those  of  the  half  blood 
from  inheritance. 

In  Kirby  v.  Hayden  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  125 
S.  W.  993,  it  was  held  that,  under  the  Sparf- 
ish  law  in  force  in  the  Republic  of  Texas 
prior  to  1840,  if  an  intestate  died  leaving 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  full  blood,  they 
would  inherit  all  of  his  estate  hs  airainst 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  half  blood. 
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in  parcenary  to  his  or  her  kindred  in  the 
following  course: 

•"First.  To  tlie  children  of  such  intestate 
or  their  legal  representatives. 

"Second.  If  there  are  no  children  or  their 
legal  representatives  living,  the  estate  shall 
pass  to  and  vest  in  the  husband  or  wife, 
relict,  of  such  intestate,  during  his  or  her 
natural  life. 

"Third.  If  such  intestate  leave  no  husband 
or  wife,  relict  of  himself  or  herself,  or  at 
the  death  of  such  relict,  the  estate  shall  pass 
to  and  vest  in  the  brotliers  and  sisters  of 
the  intestate  who  are  of  the  blood  of  the 
ancestor  from  whom  the  estate  came,  or 
their  legal  representatives,  whether  such 
brothers  and  sisters  be  of  the  ^hole  blood  or 
half  blood  of  the  intestate. 

"Fourth.  If  there  are  no  brothers  or  sis- 
ters of  the  intestate  of  the  blood  of  the  an- 
cestor from  whom  the  estate  came,  or  their 
legal  representatives,  and  the  estate  came 
by  deed  of  gift  from  an  ancestor  who  is 
living,  the  estate  shall  ascend  to  such  an- 
cestor. 

"Fifth.  If  the  ancestot  from  whom  tlie  es- 
tate came  is  deceased,  the  estate  shall  pass 
to  and  vest  in  the  children  of  tlie  ancestor 
from  whom  the  estate  came,  or  their  legal 
representatives;  if  there  are  no  children  of 
the  ancestor  from  whom  the  estate  came,  or 
their  legal  representatives,  the  estate  shall 
pass  to  and  vest  in  the  husband  or  wife,  re- 
lict, of  such  ancestor,  if  a  parent  of  the 
decedent,  during  the  life  of  such  relict;  and 
on  the  death  of  such  husband  or  wife,  or  if 
there  is  no  such  husband  or  wife,  the  estate 
shall  pass  to  and  vest  in  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  such  ancestors,  or  their  legal  rep- 
resentatives; and  for  want  of  such  brothers 
and  sisters,  or  their  legal  representatives, 
to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  half  blood 
of  the  intestate,  or  their  legal  representa- 
tives, though  such  brothers  and  sisters  are 
not  of  the  blood  of  the  ancestor  from  whom 
the  estate  came. 

"Sixth.  If  there  are  no  such  half  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  intestate,  or  their  legal 
representatives,  the  estate  shall  pass  to  the 
next  of  kin  to  the  intestate  of  the  blood  of 
the  ancestors  from  whom  the  estate  came, 
or  their  legal   representatives." 

Nonanccstral  Estates.  Section  4159,  Rev. 
Stat: 

"If  the  estate  came  not  by  descent,  devise, 
or  deed  of  gift,  it  shall  descend  and  pass 
as  follows: 

"First.  To  the  cliildren  of  the  intestate 
and  their  legal  representatives. 

"Second.  If  there  are  no  children,  or  their 
legal  representatives,  the  estr.te  shall  pass 
to  and  be  vested  in  the  husband  or  wife,  re- 
lict, of  such  intestate. 

"Third.  If  such  intestate  leaves  no  hus- 
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band  or  wife,  relict  to  himself  or  herself, 
the  estate  shall  pass  to  the  brothers  and  sis- 
ters of  the  intestate  of  the  whole  blood,  and 
their  legal  representatives. 

"Fourth.  If  there  are  no  brothers  or  sis- 
ters of  the  intestate  of  the  whole  blood,  or 
their  legal  representatives,  the  estate  shall 
pass  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  half 
blood,  and  their  legal  representatives. 

"Fifth.  If  there  are  no  brothers  or  sisters 
of  the  intestate  of  the  half  blood,  or  their 
legal  representatives,  the  estate  shall  ascend 
to  the  father;  if  the  father  is  dead,  then  to 
the  mother. 

"Sixth.  If  the  father  and  mother  are  dead, 
the  estate  shall  pass  to  the  next  of  kin,  and 
their  legal  representatives,  to  and  of  the 
blood  of  the  intestate." 

Section  4160,  Rev.  Stat.,  provides  when 
real  estate  shall  pass  to  husband  or  wife,  and 
when  to  next  of  kin  of  intestate.  Section 
4161  provides  when  real  estate  shall  pass  to 
the  children  of  the  former  husband  or  wife. 
Section  4162,  Rev.  Stat.,  provides  fcr  the  de- 
scent of  an  estate  which  came  by  a  former 
husband  or  wife,  and  §  4163,  Rev.  Stat.,  pro- 
vides for  the  distribution  of  personal  es- 
tates. 

Oliver  v.  Sanders,  supra,  does  not  decide 
merely  that  a  brother  of  the  half  blood  of 
the  ancestor  is  preferred  to  half  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  intestate,  but  also  that 
when,  in  the  statute  relating  to  ancestral 
estates,  the  words  "brothers  and  sisters"  are 
used  without  qualification,  they  include  the 
half-brothers  and  half-sisters  of  the  ancestor. 
The  opinion  of  the  learned  chief  justice  is 
a  demonstration  of  the  correctness  of  that 
conclusion;  but  for  the  conclusion  that  the 
words  included  half  brothers  and  sisters, 
the  half-brother  would  not  have  inherited, 
and  the  question  of  preference  would  have 
disappeared.  About  the  only  substantial 
difference  between  §  4158,  Rev.  Stat,  and 
the  statute  then  under  consideration,  is  in 
the  addition  of  the  second  subdivision,  and 
in  the  addition  of  the  provision  for  the  hus- 
band or  wife  in  the  fifth  subdivision)  which 
was  the  fourth  subdivision  of  that  act  In 
the  opinion.  Swan,  Ch.  J.,  says:  "Under  thf 
decisions  above  referred  to,  half-brothers  of 
an  ancestor  are  included  in,  and  designat- 
ed by  'brothers,'  wherever  that  term  is  used 
without  limitation.  We  do  not  perceive  any- 
thing in  the  terms  or  context  of  the  stat- 
ute under  consideration,  to  control  or  Hm- 
it  this  general  meaning.  Half-brothers  of 
the  ancestor  of  the  intestate  are  of  the  blo«<: 
of  such  ancestor,  but  not  of  the  whole  bliKxI. 
Half-brothers  of  the  intestate  may  not  liav<> 
one  particle  of  blood  of  the  ancestor  of  the 
intestate  in  their  veins.  Now,  the  statute, 
in  cases  whore  an  estate  came  by  gift,  de- 
vise,  or   dcseciit,   from   an   ancestor  to  an 
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intrstate,  undertook  to  provide  for  the  de- 
scent of  the  estate  to  the  relatives  of  the 
intestate,  and  to  the  relatives  of  his  ancestor 
from  whom  the  estate  came,  and,  in  so  do- 
ing, had  to  deal  with  half  brothers  and  sis- 
ters of  the  ancestor,  and  with  half  brothers 
ind  sisters  of  the  intestate  who  were,  and 
who  were  not,  of  the  blood  of  such  ancestor. 
The  general  assembly  have  used  the  words 
'brothers  and  sisters  of  the  whole  and  the 
half  blood'  more  frequently  than  was  neces- 
sary to  give  meaning  to  their  words,  in  the 
ii<H-(>ud  subdivision  of  the  section  of  t)ie  law 
under  consideration,  inasmuch  as  the  words 
'brothers  and  sisters  of  the  blood  of  the  an- 
cestor' in  that  subdivision  would  include 
briithers  and  sisters  of  the  half  b1ood<  But 
this  was,  no  doubt,  to  explain  what  they 
meant  by  the  words  'brothers  and  sisters 
who  may  be  of  the  blood  of  the  ancestor,' 
knowing  that,  under  the  English  law,  half- 
brutliers  could  not  inherit  real  estate,  and, 
for  all  practical  purposes  of  descent,  were 
nut  deemed  the  kindred  of  the  ancestor.  This 
probably  being  the  reason  why  half  brothers 
and  sisters  are  unnecessarily  mentioned  in 
the  second  subdivision  of  the  section,  it  af- 
fords no  ground  for  treating  the  words 
'brutl'.ers  and  sisters  of  the  ancestor,'  in  the 
fourth  subdivision,  as  being  limited  to  broth- 
ers and  sisters  of  the  whole  blood.  Indeed, 
in  the  third  and  fifth  subdivisions  of  the 
si'ction,  the  words  'brothers  and  sisters'  arc 
u«-.i  to  mean  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
whole  and  half  blood." 

In  Bniwer  v.  Hunt,  18  Ohio  St.  311,  it  is 
held,  under  §  2  of  the  act  of  1857  (64  Ohio 
Laws,  p.  104) ,  relating  to  nonancestral  prop- 
erty, that  property  which  had  come  from  a 
deceased  husband  to  his  widow  descended, 
up')n  her  decease  without  issue  and  intes- 
tate, to  her  brothers  and  sisters,  and  not 
as  ancestral  property,  as  there  contended,  to 
the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  deceased 
huibnnd,  under  §  1  of  that  act.  The  supple- 
mental act  of  1877  (74  Ohio  Ijiws,  p.  81  [§ 
4]fi2,  Rev.  Stat.]),  under  consideration  in 
Stembel  v.  Martin,  supra,  was  enacted  to 
remove  the  apparent  or  supposed  hardship 
and  injustice  resulting  from  the  statute  as 
f  interpreted.  The  supplemental  act  pro- 
vides that  in  such  event  one  half  of  the  es- 
tate shall  descend  to  the  brothers  and  sisters 
of  the  intestate,  or  their  legal  representa- 
tives, and  one  half  to  the  brothers  and  sis- 
ter* of  such  deceased  hu.'^band  or  wife,  or 
their  personal  representatives.  The  ques- 
tion then  arose  whether  the  words  "brothers 
and  sisters"  in  the  supplemental  act  in- 
■luded  those  of  the  half  blood.  Williams, 
J,  says  (page  519  of  50  Ohio  St.)  :  "AH 
real  property,  under  our  statutes  of  descent, 
IS  embraced  within  the  two  classes,  an- 
f'tral  and  nonancestral,  and  the  distribu- 
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tion  of  personal  estates  is  according  to  the 
course  prescribed  for  the  descent  of  nonan- 
cestral real  property.  Section  1  of  tlie  act 
of  1857  expressly  provides  that,  when  broth- 
ers and  sisters  succeed,  under  its  provisions, 
to  ancestral  property,  they  shall  so  take  it, 
whether  they  'be  of  the  whole  or  half  blood 
of  the  intestate.'  And  by  the  express  pro- 
visions of  §  2,  nonancestral  property  passes 
first  to  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  whole 
blood,  and,  only  when  there  are  none  of 
that  class,  to  those  of  the  half  blood.  The 
supplemental  act  has  not  in  express  terms 
provided  in  which  of  these  two  ways  broth- 
ers and  sisters  shall  take  the  property  de- 
scending under  its  provisions."  The  conclu- 
sion was  that  the  supplemental  act  was  to 
be  construed  as  if  it  read  shall  descend  "as 
provided  in  said  2d  section ;"  that  is,  to 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  wliole  blood,  and 
their  legal  representatives,  and,  if  none,  then 
to  those  of  the  half  blood.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  decision,  or  in  the  opinion,  in  that 
case,  that  in  any  manner  nfTects  the  decision 
in  Cliver  v.  Sanders,  supra.  In  addition  to 
the  cases  cited,  as  holding  that  half-brothers 
of  on  ancestor  are  included  in  the  word 
•"brothers"  wherever  used  without  limitation, 
see  the  cases  cited  by  counsel  for  plaintiffs 
in  error  in  Stembel  v.  Martin,  50  Ohio  St. 
495,  490,  35  N.  E.  208,  and  in  27  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  312.  and  in  \Yoerner,  Am. 
Law  of  Administration,  *145v 

It  is  also  said  that  if  Charles  Stockton 
never  had  been  born,  the  estate  would  have 
descended  to  the  brothers  and  sisters,  or 
their  legal  representatives,  of  B.  N.  Stock- 
ton, of  the  whole  blood,  in  preference  to 
those  of  the  half  blood.  That  is  true,  but  in 
that  event  it  would  have  been  nonancestral 
property,  and  would  have  passed  under 
§  4159,  Rev.  Stat.  It  would  have  descended  as 
the  estate  of  B.  N.  Stockton.  It  did  descend 
as  his  estate  to  Charles  Stockton,  who  might 
have  disposed  of  it,  but  he  dying  seised  of  it 
intestate,  it  now  descends  as  his  estate,  and 
not  as  that  of  his  father.  Freeman  v.  Allen, 
17  Ohio  St.  527,  was  a  contest  between  chil- 
dren of  the  first,  second,  and  third  wife 
of  the  father  over  the  division  of  the  lands 
that  descended  from  the  father  to  two  of 
the  children  who  died  intestate,  and  it 
was  held:  "That,  under  the  'act  regulating 
descents,'  so  much  of  the  estate  as  came  to 
the  intestate  by  descent  passed  to  his  broth- 
ers and  sisters  of  the  blood  of  the  ancestor 
from  whom  the  estate  came,  whether  they 
were  of  the  whole  or  half  blood  of  the  in- 
testate; but  the  remaining  part  thereof, 
which  came  to  him  by  purchase,  passed  to 
his  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  whole  blood 
only." 

The  ordinance  of  1787  provided,  subject  to 
alteration  by  the  legislature  of  the  district. 
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for  tlie  descent  of  property,  and  that  there 
should  in  no  case  be  a  distinction  between 
kindred  of  the  whole  and  half  blood,  and  yet 
the  first  act  passed  in  this  state — the  act  of 
1803,  1  Chase's  Stat.  chap.  109,  p.  615, — 
made  the  distinction  substantially  in  the 
form  it  now  exists.  Speculation  as  to  the 
reasons  for  the  distinction  might  be  veT7  in- 
teresting, but  could  not  change  the  settled 
construction  of  the  statute  in  the  present 
case.  Bl.  com.  bk.  2,  chap.  14,  p.  229,  while 
attempting  to  justify  the  distinction,  says: 
"It  is  certainly  a  very  fine  spun  and  subtle 
nicety;  but,  considering  the  principles  upon 
■which  our  law  is  founded,  it  is  not  an  in- 
justice, nor  always  a  hardship,  since  even 
the  succession  of  the  whole  blood  was  origi- 
nally a  beneficial  indulgence,  rather  than  the 
strict  right  of  collaterals,  and,  though  that 
indulgence  is  not  extended  to  the  demi-kin- 
dred,  yet  they  are  rarely  abridged  °  of  any 
right  which  they  could  possibly  have  en- 
joyed before."  Of  Blackstone's  effort  Sir 
Henry  Maine  in  his  Ancient  Law,  chap.  5, 
p.  146,  says:  "In  all  the  literature  which 
enshrines  the  pretended  philosophy  of  law, 
there  is  nothing  more  curious  than  the  pages 
of  elaborate  sophistry  in  which  Blackstone 
attempts  to  explain  and  justify  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  half  blood."  Maine  suggests  the 
following  explanation:  "In  agnation,  too, 
is  to  be  sought  the  explanation  of  that  ex- 
traordinary rule  of  English  law,  only  recent- 
ly repealed,  which  prohibited  brothers  of  the 
half  blood  from  succeeding  to  one  another's 
lands.  In  the  customs  of  Normandy  the  rule 
applies  to  uterine  brothers  only — that  is,  to 
brothers  by  the  same  mother  but  not  by  the 
same  father — and,  limited  in  this  way,  it  is 
a  strict  deduction  from  the  system  of  agna- 
tion, under  which  uterine  brotliers  are  no 
relations  at  all  to  one  another.  When  it  was 
transplanted  to  England,  the  English  judges, 
who  had  no  clue  to  its  principle,  interpreted 
it  as  a  general  prohibition  against  the  suc- 
cession of  the  half  blood,  and  extended  it  to 
consanguineous  brothers;  that  is  to  sons  of 
the  same  father  by  different  wives."  In  a 
note  to  4  Kent's  Commentaries,  §  406,  is  an 
interesting  note  suggesting  the  source  of  the 
distinction  between  agnation  and  cognation. 
Pollock  &  Maitland  in  their  History  of  Eng- 
lish Law  do  not  agree  with  Sir  Henry  Maine. 
They  say  (vol.  2,  p.  305) :  "Our  persuasion 
is  that  the  absolute  exclusion  of  the  half 
blood,  to  which  our  law  was  in  course  of 
time  committed,  is  neither  a  very  ancient  nor 
a  very  deep-seated  phenomenon ;  that  it  tells 
us  nothing  of  the  original  constitution  of 
feuds  nor  of  the  agnatic  family.  In  truth 
the  problem  that  is  put  before'  us  when  there 
is  talk  of  admitting  the  half  blood  is  diffi- 
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cult,  and  our  solution  of  it  is  likely  to  be 
capricious.  We  cannot  say  nowadays  that 
there  is  any  obviously  proper  pltu«  for  the 
half  blood  .in  a  scheme  of  inheritance,  espe- 
cially in  our  'parentelic'  scheme.  The  law- 
yers of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centu- 
ries had  no  ready  solution,  and  we  strongly 
suspect  that  the  rule  that  was  ultimately  es- 
tablished had  its  origin  in  a  few  precedents. 
About  such  a  matter  it  is  desirable  that 
there  shall  be  a  clear  rule ;  the  import  of  the 
rule  is  of  no  great  moment.  Our  rule  was 
one  eminently  favorable  to  the  King;  it  gave 
him  escheats  we  are  not  sure  that  any  pro- 
founder  explanation  of  it  would  be  true." 

The  laws  of  descent  among  the  New  Eng- 
land settlers  were  not  those  of  the  mother 
country,  and  there  is  an  interesting  discus- 
sion of  the  matter  by  Mr.  Andrews  in  his 
essay  on  The  Influence  of.  Colonial  Condi- 
tions as  Illustrated  in  the  Connecticut  In- 
testacy Law,  in  Selected  Essays  in  Anglo- 
American  Legal  History,  vol.  1,  p.  431. 

It  may  be  the  reason  our  statute  does  not 
distinguish  between  the  brothers  and  sisters 
of  the  whole  and  half  blood  of  the  ancestor 
is  the  one  already  suggested  that,  although 
in  the  case  of  ancestral  property  the  blood 
is  looked  to,  yet  the  property  descends  as 
the  estate  of  the  intestate,  and  not  as  the 
estate  of  the  ancestor.  But  whatever  the 
reason,  we  conclude  with  the  observation 
of  Chancellor  Kent,  4  Kent,  Com.  *400: 
"The  laws  of  all  countries,  and  of  our  own 
in  particular,  are  so  different  from  each 
other  on  the  subject  that  they  seem  to  have 
been  the  result  of  accident  or  caprice,  rather 
than  the  dictate  of  principle.  There  seems 
to  be  no  very  strong  general  principle 
(though,  no  doubt,  the  feelings  of  nature 
might  interpose  some  powerful  appeals  in 
particular  coses)  why  the  half  blood  sbouhl 
be  admitted  equally  to  the  inheritance  of 
the  ancestor  which  he  acquired  by  purcha::?, 
and  excluded  from  that  which  he  acquired 
by  descent,  devise,  or  gift  from  some  re- 
moter ancestor  in  whose  blood  they  do  not 
equally  partake.  If  the  ancestor  was  law- 
fully seised  in  fee,  why  should  the  course 
of  descent  be  varied  according  to  the  source 
from  which  his  title  proceeded,  or  the  man- 
ner of  his  procuring  itt  If  the  rule  of  in- 
heritance had  required  no  examination  be- 
yond the  title  of  the  intestate,  and  the  prox- 
imity of  the  blood  to  him,  there  would  have 
been  more  certainty  and  simplicity  intro- 
duced into  our  law  of  descents." 

The  judgment  is  afflrmed. 

Crew,  Ch.  J.,  and  St>car,  Davla,  and 
Price,  JJ.,  concur. 
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SOLOMON  SEXAUER  et  al.,  Apptfl, 

V. 

STAR  MILLING  COMPANY. 

(—  Ind.  — ,  90  N.  B.  474.) 

Appeal  —  eminent  domain  ^  OTermling 
objections  —  appointment  of  apprais- 
ers. 

1.  Appeal  from  an  order  overruling  ob- 
jections to  the  appointment  of  appraisers  in 
an  eminent  domain  proceeding  need  not  be 
taken  in  addition  to  that  from  the  order 
appointing  appraisers,  under  a  statute  pro- 
viding that,  it  the  objections  are  overruled, 
the  court  shall  appoint  appraisers,  and  al- 
low an  appeal  "from  such  interlocutory  or- 
der overruling  objections  and  appointing 
appraisers;"  but  the  appeal  from  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  appraisers  may  present  all 
prior  adverse  rulings  to  which  exceptions 
have  been  saved. 
Same  —  transcript  ^  index  —  conrt   rule. 

2.  A    court   rule   requiring   an   index   to 
form  the  first  page  of  the  transcript  is  not 
violated   by   rimning   it   over   to    the    suc- 
ceeding pages. 
Eminent  domain  ^  gristmill. 

3.  The  operation  of  a  griE«mill  under  the 
toll  system  is  a  public  use  in  aid  of  which 
the  legislature  may  authorize  an  exercise 
of  the  power  of  eminent  domain. 
Constitution  —  readoptlon  —  prior  con- 
struction. 

4.  The  readoption  of  a  constitutional  pro- 
vision includes  a  judicial  construction 
which  has  been  given  to  it. 

(January  14,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  an  order  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  La  Grange  Coun- 
ty appointing  appraisers  in  an  eminent  do- 
main proceeding  to  assess  damages  for  in- 
juries to  defendants'  lands  from  the  rais- 
ing of  a  milldam.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Miller,  Dralce,  &  Hnbbell, 
with  Messrs.  Otis  Ij.  Ballon,  William 
H.  Duff,  and  Francis  D.  Merritt,  for  ap- 
pellants : ' 

The  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  do- 
main Js  limited  to  cases  in  which  the  public 
have   an   interest. 

Cody  T.  Rider,  8  Ky.  L.  Rep.  52,  1  8.  W. 
2;  2  Ballard,  Real  Prop.  §  197;  Paul  v.  De- 
troit, 32  Mich.  108. 


Note. —  As  to  right  to  exercise  power  of 
eminent  domain  for  purposes  of  gristmill, 
see  note  to  Howard  Mills  Co.  v. 
Schwartz  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  18  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  366.  As  to  the  judicial  power  in 
general  over  the  right  of  eminent  domain, 
including  the  question  with  relation  to  mill- 
dam,  see  note  to  Grafton  v.  St.  Paul,  M. 
A-  M.  R.  Co.  22  L.R.A.(X.S.)  49,  140. 
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The  state  has  no  right  to  take  the  prop- 
erty of  one  citizen,  and  give  it  to  another, 
whether  with  or  without  compensation. 

3  Washb.  Real  Prop.  639;  Tiedeman,  Pol. 
Power,  §  121b,  p.  390;  2  Ballard,  Real 
Prop.  §  197;  Taylor  v.  Porter,  4  Hill,  147, 
40  Am.  Dec.  274;  Wilkinson  v.  Leland,  2 
Pet.  658,  7  L.  ed.  553;  Heyward  v.  New 
York,  7  N.  Y.  324;  People  ex  rel.  Detroit 
&  H.  R.  Co.  V.  Salem,  20  Mich.  452,  4  Am. 
Uep.  400;  Cooloy,  Const.  Lim.  6th  ed.  654. 

The  use  must  be  by  the  general  public 
of  the  locality,  and  not  by  particular  in- 
dividuals. 

McQuillen  v.  Hatton,  42  Ohio  St.  202; 
Ross  V.  Davis,  97  Ind.  79;  2  Ballard,  Real 
Prop.  §  197. 

Where  the  instrument  of  appropriation  to 
condemn  land  for  mill  purposes,  or  to  over- 
flow lands,  shows  on  its  face  that  the  peti- 
tioner has  no  right  to  maintain  the  pro- 
ceedings, it  is  error  for  the  court  to  appoint 
appraisers  to  assess  the  damages  to  be 
caused  by  such  appropriation. 

Great  Western  Natural  Gas  &  Oil  Co.  v. 
Hawkins,  30  Ind.  App.  657,  66  N.  £.  765. 

The  power  of  eminent  domain  cannot  be 
exercised  by  a  milling  company  to  take  the 
lands  of  others  for  overflowage  purposes, 
unless  the  petition  shows  the  company  is 
engaged  in  furnishing  flour  and  feed  for 
public  use. 

Ibid. 

Mr.  lioals  B.  Ewbank,  with  Messrs. 
Thomas  R.  Marshall,  Hanan  &  Gan- 
iard,  and  Uile  &  Baker,  for  appellee: 

The  only  issues  allowable  upon  the  pre- 
liminary hearing,  or  reviewable  in  an  ap- 
peal therefrom,  are  such  as  go  to  defeat  or 
abate  the  asserted  right  to  exercise  the 
power  of  eminent  domain. 

Smith  v.  Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co. 
170  Ind.  382,  81  N.  E.  501;  Vandalia  Coal 
Co.  V.  Indianapolis  &  L.  R.  Co.  168  Ind. 
144,  79  N.  E.  1082;  Morrison  v.  Indianapolis 
&  W.  R.  Co.  166  Ind.  511,  76  N.  E.  061,  0 
A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  587;  Westport  Stone  Co. 
V.  Thomas,  170  Ind.  91,  83  N.  E.  617. 

Where  the  use  is  public  in  its  nature,  the 
question  as  to  the  necessity  for  taking  par- 
ticular tracts  or  items  of  private  property 
in  a  particular  instance,  by  virtue  of  the 
power  of  eminent  domain,  is  for  the  legis- 
lature. 

Vandalia  Coal  Co.  t.   Indianapolis  &  L. 
R.  Co.  supra;   Speck  v.  Kcnoyer,  164  Ind. 
431,  73  N.  E.  896;  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Burk-  ' 
hart,  41  Ind.  364. 

The  courts  must  determine  whether  a 
particular  use  is  a  public  use,  but  they  will 
not  decline  to  acknowledge  an  evident  pub- 
lic use  to  be  such  merely  because  of  an 
incidental  private  advantage. 

Mull   V.  Indianapolis   &   C.  Traction   Co, 
30 
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169  Ind.  214,  81  N.  E.  657;  Richland  School 
Twp.  V.  Overmjer,  164  Ind.  382,  73  N.  E. 
811. 

It  is  not  necessary,  in  order  that  the  use 
may  be  regarded  as  public,  that  the  whole 
community,  or  any  large  portion  of  it,  may 
participate  in  it.  If  the  use  be  of  public 
benefit,  the  fact  that  some  individuals  may 
be  specially  benefited  above  others  affected 
by  it  will  not  deprive  it  of  its  public  char- 
acter. 

Ross  V.  Davis,  97  Ind.  79;  Poundstone  v. 
Baldwin,  145  Ind.  142,  44  N.  E.  191;  Mull 
V.   Indianapolis   &   C.   Traction   Co.   supra. 

There  is  a  strong  presumption  in  favor  of 
the  public  character  of  a  use  which  has  been 
declared  to  be  public  by  the  legislature. 

Rensselaer  t.  Leopold,  106  Ind.  29,  5  N. 
E.  761;  Heick  v.  Voight,  110  Ind.  279,  11 
N.  E.  306;  Mull  v.  Indianapolis  &,  C.  Trac- 
tion Co.  Bupra;  Mills,  Em.  Dom.  §  10;  1 
Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  §§  158,  163,  170,  172. 

Taking  property  for  a  dam  or  pond  for  a 
water-power  mill  is  taking  for  a  public  use. 

Kepley  v.  Taylor,  1  Blackf.  492;  Hankins 
V.  Lawrence,  8  Blackf.  268;  Chapman  v. 
Groves,  8  Blackf.  308;  Peck  v.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, 8  Blackf.  312;  Sumray  v.  Mulford,  5 
Blackf.  202;  Smith  v.  Olmstead,  5  Blackf. 
37;  Ilonenstine  v.  Vaughan,  7  Blackf.  520; 
Wdod  V.  Wilson,  12  Ind.  057;  Stoy  v.  Indi- 
ana Hydraulic  Power  Co.  166  Ind.  316,  76 
N.  E.  1057;  Gillespie  v.  State, -168  Ind.  298, 
80  N.  E.  829;  Anderson  v.  Kerns  Draining 
Co.  14  Ind.  199,  77  Am.  Dec.  63;  Wright  v. 
Pugh,  16  Ind.  106;  Lane  v.  Miller,  17  Ind. 
58;  Snowden  v.  Wilas,  19  Ind.  10,  81  Am. 
Dec.  370;  Lane  v.  Miller,  22  Ind.  104;  Miller 
V.  Stowman,  26  Ind.  143;  Larsh  v.  Test,  48 
Ind.  130,  76  Ind.  452,  98  Ind.  301;  Ogle  v. 
Dill,  65  Ind.  130,  61  Ind.  438;  Bristol  Hy- 
draulic Co.  V.  Boycr,  67  Ind.  236;  Great 
Western  Natural  Gas  &  Oil  Co.  v.  Hawkins, 
30  Ind.  App.  557,  66  N.  E.  765;  Indiana 
Power  Co.  v.  St.  Joseph  &  E.  Power  Co.  159 
Ind.  42,  63  N.  E.  304,  64  N.  E.  468;  Lewis, 
Em.  Dom.  §  181;  Head  v.  Amoskeag  Mfg. 
Co.  113  U.  S.  9,  28  L.  ed.  889,  5  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  441. 

Montgomery,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  interlocutory 
order  appointing  appraisers  to  assess  the 
damages  resulting  to  appellants'  lands  from 
-  the  raising  of  a  milldam.  The  complaint 
alleged  substantially  the  following  facts: 
That  appellee  is  a  corporation  organized 
and  doing  business  under  and  by  virtue  of 
the  laws  of  Indiana,  and  the  owner  of  a 
22-acre  tract  of  land  in  La  Grange  county, 
particularly  described,  with  the  privilege  of 
erecting  a  dam  3  feet  high,  and  the  right 
to  use  and  overflow  water  on  certain  lands 
26  L.K^.(N.S.) 


as  a  tailrace,  all  of  which  is  known  aa  the 
Star  Mill  property,  and  is  situate  on  the 
banks  of  a  permanent  water  course  known 
as  "Fawn  river."  That  appellee  was  or- 
ganized as  a  corporation,  among  other  pur- 
poses named,  to  grind  and  manufacture  all 
kinds  of  flour,  meal,  and  feed  from  grain, 
"upon  and  by  what  is  commonly  known  as 
the  'toll  system;'"  and  is  the  owner  of  a 
flour  and  feed  mill  situate  upon  the  prem- 
ises described  and  on  the  bank  of  said 
stream.  That  this  mill  is  equipped  with 
water  turbines  and  appliances  for  operating 
the  same  by  water  power  to  be  derived 
from  said  water  course,  and  is  not  equipped 
for  operation  by  any  other  power.  That 
the  tailrace  described  has  for  a  number  of 
years  been  dug  and  dredged  out,  so  that 
with  a  dam  so  erected  as  to  furnish  a  head 
of  water  at  its  turbines,  7  feet  and  6 
inches  in  depth,  the  mill  could  be  contin- 
uously operated,  and  without  such  a  head 
of  water  the  mill  cannot  be  continuously 
operated.  That,  in  order  to  operate  said 
mill,  it  is  necessary  to  construct  a  dam  at 
the  place  where  the  present  dam  now  is  on 
appellee's  premises,  and  across  said  river, 
to  furnish  a  head  of  water  at  the  present 
turbines  of  said  mill,  7  feet  and  6  inches  in 
depth.  That,  to  secure  such  depth  of  water 
at  the  turbines,  it  is  necessary  to  construct 
a  dam  across  Fawn  river  of  the  height  par- 
ticularly described,  whereby,  and  in  no  other 
way,  appellee  can  continuously  operate  said 
mill.  That  appellee  is  one  of  the  corpora- 
tions which,  under  the  laws  of  this  state, 
has  the  right  to  exercise  the  power  of  emi- 
nent domain,  and  has  entered  upon  appel- 
lants' lands  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
and  surveying  the  property  and  rights 
sought  to  be  appropriated,  and  has  made  an 
effort  to  purchase,  for  the  use  described, 
such  lands,  easements,  and  other  interests, 
but  has  not  agreed,  and  has  been  unable  to 
agree,  with  appellants  as  to  the  damages 
that  would  result  to  their  lands  and  to 
them  from  the  construction  of  said  dam. 
That  the  use  which  appellee  intends  to 
make  of  the  property  and  rights  to  be  ap- 
propriated is  to  overflow  said  lands  by 
means  of  the  dam,  so  as  to  furnish  a  depth 
of  7  feet  and  6  inches  of  water  at  the 
existing  turbines  of  said  mill,  which  are 
now  set  in  concrete.  That  appellee  seeks  to 
take  the  following  real  estate,  situate  in 
La  Grange  county,  Indiana,  owned  by  ap- 
pellants, particularly  described.  That  ap- 
pellee intends  and  proposes  to  use  the  lands 
described  as  sought  to  be  taken,  for  the 
purpose  of  overflowage;  and  that  appellee 
has  been  unable  to  agree  with  any  of  ap- 
pellants for  the  purchase  of  such  lands  and 
the  right  of  overflow  the  same.  The  sev- 
eral appellants  filed  numerous  objections  to 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


1910. 


SEXAUER  T.  STAR  MILLING  CO. 


eii 


the   complaint,   which   were   overruled   and 
exceptions  thereto  properly  saved. 

The  principal  controversy  is  presented  by 
the  assignment  that  the  court  erred  in  over- 
ruling appellants'  fourth  objection,  which 
alleges  that  the  complaint  did  not  state 
facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of  ac- 
tion for  the  appropriation  of  the  lands 
described.  Appellees  have  on  file  a  motion 
to  dismiss  this  appeal  for  the  reason  (1) 
that  no  appeal  was  taken  from  the  order 
overruling  appellants'  objections,  but  only 
from  the  orde^  appointing  appraisers;  and 
(2)  that  appellants  have  not  complied  with 
rule  3  of  this  court,  relating  to  an  index  to 
the  transcript.  The  statute,  after  providing 
for  the  filing  of  objections  by  defendants 
in  condemnation  proceedings,  prescribes  that, 
"if  such  objections  are  overruled,  the  court 
or  judge  shall  appoint  appraisers  as  provided 
for  in  this  act;  and,  from  such  interlocutory 
order  overruling  such  objections  and  ap- 
pointing appraisers,  such  defendants,  or 
any  of  them,  may  appeal."  Burns's  Anno. 
Stat.  1908,  §  933.  The  statute  commands 
the  court,  upon  the  overruling  of  objections, 
to  appoint  appraisers,  as  provided  for  iu  the 
act;  that  is,  provided  he  is  "satisfied  of  the 
regularity  of  the  proceedings,  and  the  right 
of  the  plaintiff  to  exercise  the  power  of 
eminent  domain  for  the  use  sought." 
Burns's  Anno.  Stat.  1908,  §  932.  Ko  ap- 
peal is  authorized  from  the  mere  overruling 
of  objections  to  the  complaint,  since  such 
ruling  might  become  harmless,  if,  for  any 
reason,  the  court  should  refuse  the  appoint- 
ment of  appraisers.  The  appointment  of 
appraisers  is  the  efficient  act  which  adjudi- 
cates finally  the  regularity  of  the  prior 
proceedings,  and  the  power  and  right  of  the 
plaintiff  to  make  the  proposed  appropria- 
tion of  property.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
an  appeal  be  formally  prayed  both  from 
the  overruling  of  objections  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  appraisers,  but  an  interlocutory 
appeal  taken  from  the  order  appointing 
appraisers  may  include,  and  present  for  de- 
cision, all  prior  adverse  rulings  to  which  ex- 
ceptions have  been  duly  saved  by  the  ap- 
pelbtnts. 

Appellants  have  prepared  a  full  index  to 
the  record,  which  constitutes  the  first  four 
pages  of  the  transcript,  and  appellee  insists 
that  this  is  not  in  compliance  with  rule  3 
of  this  court  (55  N.  E.  iv.),  which  requires 
the  preparation  of  an  index  "to  form  the 
first  page  of  the  transcript."  The  plain  pur- 
pose of  this  rule  is  to  require  the  prepara- 
tion of  an  adequate  index,  and  to  fix  its 
position  with  reference  to  the  other  parts  of 
the  record,  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the 
court.  The  objection  to  the  index  in  this 
case  is  excessively  critical  and  without  mer-  ', 
it.  The  designation  of  a  place  for  the 
2«  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


index  is  in  its  nature  directory,  and  non- 
compliance therewith  would  vest  no  sub- 
stantive right  in  the  adverse  party.  Other 
objections  to  the  record  have  been  removed 
by  the  return  to  a  writ  of  certiorari,  and 
the  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  is  over- 
ruled. The  complaint  contains  all  the  for- 
mal averments  required  by  the  statute 
prescribing  the  practice  in  condemnation 
proceedings,  and  must  be  held  sufficient  in 
this  respect.  Acts  1905,  chap.  48,  §  2,  p.  60 
(Burns's  Anno.  Stat.  1908,  tj  930)  Vandalia 
Coal  Co.  V.  Indianapolis  &  L.  R.  Co.  168 
Ind.  144,  79  N.  £.  1U82;  Southern  Indiana 
R.  Co.  V.  Indianapolis  &  L.  R.  Co.  168  Ind. 
360,  13  L.RA.(N.S.)  197,  81  N.  E.  65. 

Appellants'  paramount  contention  is  that 
appellee  is  not  vested  with  the  power  of 
eminent  domain,  and  cannot  appropriate  the 
rights  described  for  the  purpose  declared, 
because  the  same  is  not  a  public  use.  The 
statutory  authority  for  the  proceeding  upon 
which  appellee  relics  reads  as  follows:  "A 
writ  of  assessment  of  damages  may  be  had 
by  application  to  the  circuit  or  other  proper 
court  of  the  county  where  the  damages  to 
be  assessed  may  be  occasioned,  under  the 
regulations  and  in  the  cases  following: 
First.  By  any  person  owning  the  land  on 
one  side  of  a  water  course  upon  which  he 
desires  to  erect  a  mill  or  other  machinery 
to  be  propelled  by  water.  .  .  .  Third. 
To  assess  the  probable  amount  of  damages 
to  the  lands,  creek,  or  spring  of  another,  or 
the  improvements  thereon,  by  the  overflow 
of  waler  or  otherwise,  which  may  be  occa- 
sioned by  any  milldam  already  erected  or 
proposed  to  be  erected."  Burns's  Anno. 
Stat.  1908,  §  927.  This  statute  is  found  in 
the  Revision  of  1852  (2  Rev.  Stat.  1852, 
§  684,  p.  188),  and  has  been  held  to  apply  to 
mills  already  constructed  as  well  as  to  those 
to  be  erected,  and  to  authorize  the  writ  of 
assessment  of  damages  in  every  case,  with- 
out exception,  where  the  mill  has  been 
erected  prior  to  an  assessment.  Burns's 
Anno.  Stat.  1901,  §  911;  Wright  v.  Pugh, 
16  Ind.  106.  The  allegations  of  the  com- 
plaint bring  appellee  within  the  provisions 
of  the  statute  conferring  the  power  of  emi- 
nent domain  to  acquire  such  easements  aa 
are  sought  to  be  taken  by  this  proceeding. 
The  remaining  question,  then,  is  whether 
the  proposed  use  for  which  the  rights  de- 
scribed are  to  be  taken  is  a  public  one. 

The  question  whether  a  particular  use  is 
public  or  private  is  a  judicial  question,  and 
must  be  determined  by  the  courts.  A  pre- 
sumption exists  in  favor  of  the  public  char- 
acter of  a  use  declared  by  the  legislature 
to  be  public,  but  it  is  not  conclusive  upon 
the  courts.  Rensselaer  v.  Leopold,  106  Ind. 
29,  32,  5  N.  E.  761;  Hcick  v.  Voight,  110 
Ind.  279,  285,  11  N.  E.  306;  MuU  ^.  In- 
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dianapo1i8  &  C.  Traction  Co.  169  Ind.  214. 
220,  81  N.  E.  657;  Mills,  Em.  Dom.  §  10; 
1  Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  §§  158,  163,  170,  172. 
It  is  not  necessary,  to  make  a  use  public 
in  the  sense  in  Trliich  that  term  is  used  in 
this  connection,  that  the  whole  community, 
or  any  large  portion  thereof,  may  actually 
participate  in  it,  but  only  that  a  right  to 
its  enjoyments  exists  in  the  general  public. 
If  a  use  is  public  in  this  sense,  the  courts 
will  not  be  justified  in  refusing  to  acknowl- 
edge and  sanction  such  public  use  merely 
because  of  an  incidental  private  advantage. 
Mull  V.  Indianapolis  &  C.  Traction  Co.  su- 
pra; Richland  School  Twp.  v.  Overmyer,  164 
Ind.  382,  387,  73  N.  E.  811;  Ross  v.  Davis, 
97  Ind.  79,  83.  An  early  territorial  law 
prescribed  the  toll  to  be  taken  by  water, 
wind,  and  horse  power  gristmills;  made  the 
owners  of  mills  accountable  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  all  grain  received  to  be  ground, 
and  for  the  bags  duly  marked  containing 
the  same;  required  sealed  measures  to  be 
kept,  and  the  grinding  to  be  done  in  turn; 
and  authorized  the  owners  of  water  mills  to 
obtain  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum  to  deter- 
mine the  damages  to  others  occasioned  by 
overflowing  waters  from  the  dam,  among 
other  things.  Laws  of  Indiana  Territory 
1807,  pp.  182-199.  A  subsequent  general  as- 
sembly passed  an  act  supplementary  to  the 
statute  mentioned  above,  respecting  grist- 
mills and  millers,  in  which  it  was  formally 
declared:  "That  every  water  gristmill  al- 
ready built,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  built, 
that  hath  or  shall  at  any  time  grind  for  toll, 
shall  be  held  and  deemed,  and  is  hereby  de- 
clared, to  be  a  public  mill."  Acts  1810, 
pp.  71,  72.  The  Constitution  of  1816  fol- 
lowed, in  which  it  was  provided:  "That  no 
man's  particular  services  shall  be  d,emanded, 
or  property  taken  or  applied  to  public  use, 
without  the  consent  of  his  representatives, 
or  without  a  just  compensation  made  there- 
for." Const.  1816,  art.  1,  §  V;  Acts  1817, 
p.  4.  The  first  general  assembly  after  the 
organization  of  the  state  passed  another 
supplementary  act  authorizing  the  writ  of 
ad  quod  damnum  to  acquire  ground  for  a 
mill  race  or  canal.  Acts  1817,  p.  169L.  The 
next  session  of  the  general  assembly  passed 
an  act  regulating  gristmills  and  millers,  and 
repealing  all  former  laws  except  so  much 
thereof  as  allowed  and  regulated  writs  of 
ad  quod  damnum.     Acts  1818,  p.  317. 

In-  the  case  of  Kepley  v.  Taylor,  1  Blackf. 
492,  494,  decided  at  the  November  term, 
1819,  in  discussing  the  purpose  and  intention 
of  the  legislature  and  reasons  for  allow- 
ing the  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum,  under  the 
act  of  1807,  Justice  Blackford  said:  "The 
important  advantage  of  mills  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country  in  general  is  too  ob- 
vious to  require  any  elucidation.  .  •  < 
86  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Few  sites  are  to  be  found  where  a  mill  can 
be  erected  without  so  raising  the  water  as 
more  or  less  to  affect  the  property  of  other 
persons  besides  the  owner  of  the  mill.  If 
no  remedy  was  provided  for  this  incon- 
venience, the  consequence  would  be  that 
every  person  whose  land  was  in  any  degree 
injured  would  be  entitled  to  an  action  for 
the  damage  sustained,  and,  being  once  en- 
titled to  recover,  he  would  be  entitled  to 
recover  again  and  again  for  every  continu- 
ance of  the  injury,  as  long  as  the  dam  would 
remain.  In  this  situation  of  things,  no  man 
would  build  a  mill,  unless  he  was  able  to 
first  purchase  all  the  lands  contiguous  to, 
or  that  would  be  in  any  degree  injured  by, 
the  dam.  ...  It  has  been  deemed  good 
policy  in  most  of  the  states,  for  public  bene- 
fit, to  grant  certain  privileges  to  such  per- 
sons as  wish  to  build  mills,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  impose  upon  them  certain  restraints 
consistent  with  the  general  good." 

The  general  assembly  of  1823-24  re-enact- 
ed the  statute  of  1807  granting  the  writ  of 
ad  quod  damnum  (Rev.  Stat.  1824,  p.  426) ; 
and  also  passed  a  new  act  regulating  grist- 
mills and  millers  (Rev.  Stat.  1824,  p..267). 
The  ad  quod  damnum  statute  was  carried 
forward  into  the  Revisions  of  1831  and  1838 
(Rev.  Stat.  1831,  p.  65;  Rev.  Stat.  1838, 
p.  59).  A  new  regulative  act  with  some 
additions  was  passed  in  1831  (Rev.  Stat. 
1831,  p.  373),  and  carried  forward  into  the 
Revision  of  1838  (Rev.  Stat.  1838,  p.  415). 
These  statutes  were  again  revised  and  elab- 
orated in  1843  (Rev.  SUt.  1843,  pp.  408, 
944). 

In  1846  the  constitutional  validity  of 
these  statutes  was  under  consideration  by 
this  court,  and  in  that  connection  the  court, 
by  Justice  Blackford,  said:  "The  Constitu- 
tion says  that  no  man's  property  shall  be 
taken  or  applied  to  public  use,  without  a 
just  compensation  being  made  therefor. 
Art.  1,  §  7.  Since  the  commencement  of  our 
state  government,  we  have  always  had  stat- 
utes authorizing  writs  of  ad  quod  damnum. 
By  virtue  of  such  writs,  persons  are  enabled 
to  procure  the  land  of  others  necessary  for 
the  abutment  of  dams  for  gristmills,  with- 
out the  owners'  consent,  by  making  compen- 
sation. These  statutes  are  supported  on  the 
ground  of  the  benefit  of  such  mills  to  the 
public.  This  court  has  repeatedly,  and  we 
have  no  doubt  correctly,  recognized  these 
statutes  as  valid."  Hankins  v.  Lawrence,  8 
Blackf.  266,  268. 

The  constitutional  convention  of  1851  re- 
adopted  in  substance  §  7,  art.  1,  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  1816.  Const,  art.  1,  §  21 
(Burns's  Anno.  Stat.  1908,  §  66).  This 
provision  of  the  former  Constitution  having 
been  considered  and  construed  by  the  court, 
and  adjudged  to  authorize  lands  to  be  con- 
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demned  for  the  construction  of  mills  and 
milldams,  §  21  of  article  1  of  the  present 
Constitution  became,  upon  its  adoption,  and 
is,  indelibly  impressed  with  that  construe 
tion.  Stoy  v.  Indiana  Hydraulic  Power  Co. 
166  Ind.  316,  320,  76  N.  E.  1057;  Gillespie 
V.  State,  168  Ind.  298,  310,  311,  80  N.  E. 
829.  The  first  general  assembly  convened 
under  the  new  Constitution  passed  an  act 
by  which  the  name  of  the  writ  was  changed 
from  ad  quod  damnum  to  a  writ  of  assess- 
ment of  damages,  and  its  issuance  was  au- 
thorized for  the  same  purposes  as  those 
named  in  former  statutes.  2  Rev.  Stat. 
1852,  p.  1S8.  The  statute  of  1852  author- 
i7ing  the  issuance  of  writs  for  the  assess- 
ment of  damages  for  certain  purposes  in 
connection  with  the  erection  of  milldams 
has  remained  in  force  without  alteration 
until  the  present  time.  Bums's  Anno.  Stat. 
1908,  §  927.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  pres- 
ent Constitution,  the  validity  of  this  grant 
of  power  has  been  either  expressly  afiBrmed 
or  tacitly  recognized  in  many  decisions  of 
this  court.  Anderson  v.  Kerns  Draining  Co.' 
14  Ind.  199,  202,  77  Am.  Dec.  63;  Wright  v. 
Pugh,  16  Ind.  106;  Lane  v.  Miller,  17  Ind. 
58,  61;  Snowden  v.  Wilas,  19  Ind.  10,  15, 
81  Am.  Dec.  370;  Lane  v.  Miller,  22  Ind. 
104;  Miller  v.  Stowman,  26  Ind.  143;  Larsh 
V.  Test,  48  Ind.  130;  Ogle  v.  Dill,  61,  Ind. 
438;  Bristol  Hydraulic  Co.  v.  Boyer,  67  Ind. 
236;  Test  v.  Larsh,  76  Ind.  452. 

The  statute  of  1851  (1  Rev.  Stat.  1852, 
chap.  71,  p.  372)  regulating  the  toll  which 
may  be  charged  by  water  gristmills,  making 
the  owner  of  every  mill  liable  for  the  value 
of  all  grain  deposited  at  his  mill  and  for 
the  bag  or  cask  containing  such  grain,  re- 
quiring grinding  to  be  done  in  turn,  com- 
pelling the  miller  to  carry  into  and  out  of 
his  mill,  load  and  unload,  on  demand,  grain 
brought  to  be  ground,  and  to  post  rates  of 
toll,  has  also  remained  in  force  continuously 
up  to  the  present  time.  Bums's  Anno.  Stat. 
1908,  §§  8565-8568. 

The  act  of  1905  (Acts  1905,  chap.  48, 
§§  929  et  seq.  p.  59;  Bums's  Anno.  Stat. 
1908)  provides  that  any  person,  corporation, 
or  other  body  having  the  right  to  exercise 
the  power  of  eminent  domain  for  any  public 
use,  under  any  statute  existing  or  hereafter 
passed,  may  do  so  by  conforming  to  the  uni- 
form procedure  prescribed  by  that  act.  It 
is  thus  made  plain  that  the  proprietors  of 
water  gristmills  within  the  territory  com- 
prising this  state,  for  more  than  100  years 
have  had,  and  still  have,  express  statutory 
authority  to  exercise  the  power  of  eminent 
domain  for  the  purposes  declared  in  appel- 
lee's complaint.  The  public  character  of 
such  use  has  been  declared  by  legislative 
enactment,  adjudged  by  this  court,  and 
tacitly  acknowledged  in  the  Constitution, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


and  at  no  time  authoritatively  denied  or 
questioned.  It  is  within  the  common  knowl- 
edge of  the  members  of  this  court,  as  well 
as  of  other  men,  that  the  public  is  not  now 
30  vitally  dependent  upon  the  operation  of 
water  gristmills  as  it  waa  in  earlier  times; 
but  such  of  these  mills  as  continue  in  exist- 
ence are  quasi  public  institutions,  are  in 
the  enjoyment  and  exercise  of  a  public  fran- 
chise, and  remain  subject  to  the  regulating 
police  power  of  the  state.  The  complaint 
in  this  case  avers  that  appellee  was  incor- 
porated to  conduct  a  milling  business  on  the 
toll  system,  that  it  is  the  owner  of  a  water 
gristmill  with  a  right  to  maintain  a  3-foot 
dam,  and  it  is  therefore  required  to  perform 
its  duties  to  the  public  in  accordance  with 
the  statutory  provisions  regulating  its  busi- 
ness operations.  It  is  'not  necessary,  to 
make  a  use  public,  that  the  whole  com- 
munity, or  any  great  portion  of  it,  may 
actually  participate  in  or  enjoy  such  use, 
but  only  that  the  general  public  or  a  con- 
siderable portion  thereof  have  the  right  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  use.  It  is  within 
the  province  of  the  legislature  to  revoke  or 
repeal  the  authority  granted  to  the  owners 
of  water  mills,  to  exercise  the  power  of 
eminent  domain,  whenever,  in  the  judgment 
of  that  department,  the  public  convenience 
no  longer  requires  or  justifies  the  continu- 
ance of  such  power;  but,  until  such  legisla- 
tive action  shall  be  taken,  we  cannot,  in 
view  of  the  long  and  well-settled  policy  of 
this  state,  declare  that  such  use  is  not  of  a 
public  character  within  the  meaning  of  our 
Constitution.  This  holding  is  in  accord  with 
the  decisions  in  other  states  less  firmly 
bound  by  the  past  than  are  we  on  this  ques- 
tion. In  the  case  of  Harding  v.  Funk,  8 
Kan.  315,  324,  Valentine,  J.,  said:  "It  is 
not  necessary  for  us  to  say  what  would  be 
our  decision  upon  this  question  if  the  same 
was  a  new  question  in  this  country.  But  it 
is  not  a  new  question.  It  has  been  long  and 
well  settled  by  legislative,  executive,  and  ju- 
dicial construction,  practice,  and  usage;  and 
we  are  not  now  at  liberty  to  depart  from 
such  construction,  practice,  and  usage."  Ve- 
nard  v.  Cross,  8  Kan.  248;  Burnham  v. 
Thompson,  35  Iowa,  421;  Jordan  v.  Wood- 
ward, 40  Me.  317;  Ingram  v.  Maine  Water 
Co.  98  Me.  566,  57  Atl.  893;  Miller  v.  Troost, 
14  Minn.  365,  Gil.  282;  Traver  v.  Merrick 
County,  14  Neb.  327,  45  Am.  Rep.  Ill,  15 
N.  W.  690.  See  note  to  Henderson  v.  Lex- 
ington, 22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  140.  It  follows 
that  the  court  did  not  err  in  overruling  ap- 
pellants' fourth  objection  to  the  complaint. 
It  is  further  contended  that  the  evidence 
was  insufficient  to  justify  the  appointment 
of  appraisers.  The  material  facts  alleged  in 
the  complaint  were  fairly  established,  and 
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no  error  was  committed  by  this  action  of 
the  court. 

No   error   appearing  in   the   record,   the 
judgment  is  affirmed. 


PENNSYIiVANIA    SUPREME    COURT. 

1      WILLIAM  BARNSDALL,  JR.,  Appt., 

V. 

BRADFORD  GAS  COMPANY. 
(225  Pa.  338,  74  Atl.  207.) 

Oil  lease  —  transfer  of  title. 

1.  The  title  to  the  minerals  is  conferred 
by  an  instrument  by  which  one  grants,  de- 
mises, leases,  and  lets  to  another  for  a 
term  of  years  a  certain  tract  of  land  for 
the  sole  and  only  purpose  of  mining  and 
operating  for  oil,  gas,  and  other  minerals. 
Ejectment  —  right  ot  lessee. 

2.  An  instrument  by  which  one  grants, 
demises,  leases,  and  lets  to  another  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land  for  a  term  of  years  for 
the  sole  and  only  purpose  of  mining  and 
operating  for  oil,  gas,  and  other  minerals, 
confers  an  estate  in  the  land  which  may  be 
protected  against  one  claiming  a  title  para- 
mount to  that  of  the  lessor  by  ejectment, 
although  the  lessee  has  never  been  in  pos- 
session. 

(June  22,  1909.) 


APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a,  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Pot- 
ter County  in  defendant's  favor  non  ob- 
stante veredicto  in  an  action  brought  to  re- 
cover possession  of  certain  land  to  which 
plaintiff  alleges  title  by  virtue  of  a  mining 
lease.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  W.  I.  Lewis,  W.  F.  DaBois, 
Archibald  F.  Jones,  and  B.  R.  Iiewis 
for  appellant. 

Messrs.  W.  E.  Burdlcfc,  W.  K.  Swet- 
land,  and  A.  S.  Heck,  for  appellee: 

An  instrument  which  grants,  demises, 
leases,  and  lets  to  the  grantee  named  there- 
in land  for  the  sole  and  only  purpose  of 
mining  and  operating  for  oil  and  g^s  for  a 
period  of  ten  years  or  as  much  longer  as 
the  premises  are  operated  for  oil  or  gas,  or 
rent  paid  for  failure  so  to  do,  creates  a 
license,  and  not  a  lease  for  a  term  of  years, 
and  an  action  of  ejectment  for  the  recovery 
of  the  premises  cannot  be  maintained  before 
entry. 

Funk  T.  Haldeman,  63  Pa.  229;  Dark  r. 
Johnston,  55  Pa.  104,  93  Am.  Dec.  732; 
Union  Petroleum  Co.  v.  Blivcn  Petroleum 
Co.  72  Pa.  173;  Thompson's  Appeal,  101  Pa. 
225;  Hancock  v.  McAvoy,  151  Pa.  405,  18 
L.R.A.  781,  31  Am.  St.  Rep.  774,  25  Atl. 
47;  Hicks  v.  American  Natural  Gas  Co. 
207   Pa.   577,   05   L.R.A.   209,   57   Atl.  5S; 


Note.  —  When  Instrument  creating  right 
in  minerals  in  land  is  to  be  regardeil 
as  a  lease  as  distinguished  from  a  li- 
cense. 

The   earlier   cases   on   this   question    are 

fathered  in  a  note  to  Heywood  v.  Fulmer,  18 
r.R.A.  492.  Aside  from  that  note  there  are 
also  a  number  of  cases  sufficiently  set  out  in 
Babnsdall  v.  Bradford  Gas  Co.  This  note 
therefore  includes  only  those  cases  decided 
since  the  date  of  the  earlier  note  and  which 
are  not  set  out  in  the  Barnsdall  Case.  It 
is  only  due  to  say,  however,  that  owing  to 
the  variety  of  ways  in  which  the  question 
here  annotated  may  arise,  and  to  the  often 
loose  use  by  the  courts  of  the  words  "li- 
cense" and  "lease,"  it  is  practically  impos- 
sible to  make  this  note  exhaustive.  The  dif- 
ficulty is  further  accentuated  by  the  fact 
that  often  an  instrument  with  respect  to 
mineral  rights  has  been  termed  a  "license" 
or  "lease"  or  "incorporeal  hereditament" 
without  distinguishing  it  from  the  other  in- 
struments. And  it  should  be  noted  that  no. 
effort  has  been  made  to  include  all  the  cases 
of  this  latter  class. 

While  the  definitions  of  a  "lease"  and  a 
"license"  as  given  in  the  text-books  and  re- 
ports show  a  clear  and  indubitable  distinc- 
tion between  the  two,  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
a  license  often  simulates  a  lease  so  closely 
that  it  is  difficult  to  determine  when  the 
border  line  has  been  transcended,  and  wheth- 
er a  particular  instrument  is  in  reality  a 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


lease  or  a  license.  This  difficulty  is  not 
lessened  by  the  fact  that  .there  seems  to  be 
no  common  test  applicable  to  all  cases,  the 
courts  seemingly  being  content  in  the  ma- 
jority of  instances  to  determine  the  nature 
of  the  particular  instrument  under  consid- 
eration. 

Thus,  in  Malcomson  v.  Wappoo  Mills, 
85  Fed.  907,  a  case  arising  in  South  Caro- 
lina, following  Massot  v.  Moses,  3  S.  C. 
181,  10  Am.  Rep.  697,  an  instrument  which 
conveyed  to  the  grantee  the  "exclusive  right 
to  enter  upon  lands,"  and  "to  dig  and  mine 
phosphate  rock  and  other  minerals  to  any 
extent  he  may  require,  and  carry  away  and 
sell  for  his  own  use,"  for  a  term  of  years, 
on  a  certain  rnyalty,  was  held  to  be  a 
leaBC,  and  n(-t  a  license  to  mine.  The  court 
said:  "If  tins  deed  is  examined,  it  will  be 
seen  that  it  givea  to  Pinckney  the  exclusive 
right  to  mine  phosphate  rock,  as  well  as  the 
possession.  It  gives  hira  the  exclusive  right 
to  enter  upon  all  the  lands  of  the  grantor, 
and  dig  and  mine  upon  the  same  for  phos- 
phate rock  and  other  minerals,  to  any  extent 
he  may  require,  and  carry  away  and  sell 
the  same  for  his  own  use.  It,  in  express 
terms,  deprives  Lewis,  the  owner,  of  mining 
the  lands,  so  long  as  Pinckney  is  mining 
there,  although  he  could  use  them  for  pur- 
poses other  than  mining.  The  lessee  must 
mine  a  minimum  of  20,000  tons  per  year. 
He  must  pay  all  taxes  on  the  'demised  prem- 
ises.' He  covenants  to  pay  tlie  rent  or  roy- 
alty and  taxes.     Under  certain  circumstaxi* 
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Kelly  V.  Keys,  213  Pa.  295,  110  Am.  St. 
Bep.  547,  62  Atl.  911 ;  Sennett  v.  Bucher,  3 
Penr.  &  W.  302;  Williams  v.  Downing,  18 
Pa.  63;  Carnegie  Natural  Gas  Co.  v.  Phila- 
delphia Co.  158  Pa.  327,  27  Atl.  951 ;  Wat- 
son T.  Hue,  9  Pa.  Diat.  R.  519. 

Mestrezat,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

We  think  the  learned  court  below  was  in 
error  in  setting  aside  the  verdict  and  enter- 
ing judgment  non  obstante  veredicto  for  tho 
defendant.  The  prscipe  and  writ  show  this 
ease  to  be  ejectment  for  the  recovery  of 
100  acres  of  land  in  Hebron  township.  Pot- 
ter county.  The  parties  claim  through  a 
common  source  of  title.  The  plaintiff's  title 
rests  upon  what  is  known  as  a  gas  and  oil 


lease,  dated  November  8,  1906,  the  material 
portions  of  which  are  as  follows:  "The  said 
party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  .  .  .  and 
with  the  covenants  and  agreements  herein- 
after given  on  the  part  of  the  party  of  the 
second  part,  ....  has  granted,  demised, 
leased,  and  let,  and  by  these  presents  do 
grant,  demise,  lease,  and  let  unto  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  ...  for  the 
sole  and  only  purpose  of  mining  and  operat- 
ing for  oil,  gas,  and  other  minerals  and  of 
laying  pipe  lines  and  of  building  tanks,  sta- 
tions, and  structures  thereon  to  take  care 
of  the  said  products,  all  that  certain  tract 
of  land  .  .  .  containing  100  acres,  more 
or  less.  .  .  ."  The  lease  was  to  remain 
in  force  for  a  term  of  ten  years,  and  as 


ces, — a  very  low  price  of  rock, — he  can  cease 
mining,  and  can  either  remain  in  possession 
until  prices  shall  arise,  or  be  may  surren- 
der the  possession  to  his  lessor,  who  also 
has  the  right,  on  failure  of  the  lessee,  to  per- 
form the  covenants  of  the  lease,  'without 
further  notice  or  demand,  enter  into  and  up- 
on the  said  premises,  or  any  part  thereof, 
in  the  name  of  the  whole,  and  repossess  the 
same  as  his  former  estate,  and  expel  the  said 
lessee  and  those  claiming  under  him,  and  re- 
move his  and  their  effects  forcibly,  if  neces- 
sary, without  being  taken  or  deemed  guilty 
of  any  manner  of  trespass,  and  without  prej- 
udice to  any  remedies  which  might  other- 
wise be  used  for  arrears  of  rent,  or  proceed- 
ings for  breach  of  covenant.'" 

In  this  case,  the  court  also  took  occasion 
to  say  that  it  was  difficult  to  reconcile  the 
Massot  Case  with  the  Pennsylvania  casein 
therein  commented  upon  and  with  Doe  ex 
dem.  Hanley  v.  Wood,  2  Barn,  ft  Aid.  724, 
or  with  the  case  in  Wallace,  Jr.  (all  set 
out  in  the  earlier  note),  but  that  the  Mas- 
sot  Case  was  authority  in  this  particular 
court,  while  the  others  were  not.  A  provi- 
sion in  the  deed  which  seemed  to  militate 
against  the  holding  that  the  instrument  was 
intended  to  operate  as  a  lease  was  to  the  ef- 
fect that  the  lessee  agreed  not  to  use  the 
rights  granted,  so  as  to  exclude  the  lessor 
or  his  assigns  from  entry  on  the  lands  by 
means  of  any  roads  constructed  by  the  les- 
see, or  from  prosecuting  any  other  business 
so  long  as  it  did  not  interfere  with  the 
lessee's  mining  operations.  The  court,  how- 
ever, continued :  "But  it  would  seem  that  a 
similar  provision  existed  in  the  Massot  deed. 
Moses  could  only  dig  and  mine  one  third  of 
the  land  at  one  time.  Massot'a  counsel  con- 
tended, and  the  other  side  admitted,  that 
Massot  had  a  concurrent  right  with  Moses  to 
dig  and  mine  in  the  other  two  thirds,  and 
perhaps  in  the  third  mined  by  Moses.  This 
then  being,  not  the  creation  of  an  incorpo- 
real hereditament,  but  a  demise  for  a  term 
of  years,  it  is  what  the  parties  thought  and 
intended  it  to  be,  a  lease,  and  the  lessor  had 
all  the  rights  a  landlord  has." 

A  well-considered  case  on  this  subject  is 
26  L.RJL(NJ3.) 


Stinson  v.  Hardy,  27  Or.  584,  41  Pac.  116, 
where  it  was  held  that  an  instrument  recit- 
ing a  certain  sum  as  consideration,  giving 
possession  of  a  mining  claim,  and  which, 
among  other  provisions,  gave  the  grantee 
the  exclusive  and  irrevocable  right  for  a 
definite  term  to  work  the  mine,  was  a  lease 
within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  relieving 
the  owners  of  a  mine  of  the  attachment  of 
a  mechanics'  lien  when  such  mine  was 
worked  by  a  lessee.  The  court  took  occasion 
to  say:  "It  is  doubtful  whether  these  stip- 
ulations contain  any  provisions  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  rental,  redditus,  or  for  any  in- 
crease to  the  mine  owners,  which  is  essen- 
tial to  a  lease.  At  least  there  are  no  posi- 
tive, undertakings  on  the  part  of  Hardy  to 
do  anything  that  could  be  said  to  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  mine  owners,  the  doing  or  not 
doing  of  such  acts  being  left  optional  with 
him.  Again,  the  absence  of  words  of  grant 
or  demise  from  the  agreement  would  indi- 
cate that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  parties 
that  the  instrument  should  not  operate  as  a 
lease.  But,  whether  technically  construed 
as  a  lease  or  license,  the  mine  owners  part- 
ed with  their  entire  supervision  and  control 
of  the  mines  for  the  stipulated  time.  Hardy 
was  accorded  the  absolute  control  and  man- 
agement thereof,  together  with  the  posses- 
sion and  profits,  under  stipulation  that  they 
should  be  operated  by  him  independently  of 
the  mine  owners,  and  not  as  their  agent. 
The  mine  owners  were  not  to  be  responsible 
for  any  liabilities  incurred;  on  the  contrary. 
Hardy,  by  express  agreement,  was  to  bear 
all  expenses,  and  to  operate  the  mines  en- 
tirely upon  his  own  responsibility.  They 
were  to  have  no  interest  in  the  profits  aris- 
ing from  working  the  mines,  nor  were  they 
in  any  way  to  be  benefited  thereby,  except  as 
Hardy  might  have  seen  fit  to  have  added  ta 
the  value  thereof  by  annexing  thereto  per- 
manent improvements,  which,  by  the  terms 
of  the  agreement,  were  to  remain  and  become 
the  property  of  the  mine  owners  in  the  event 
of  Hardy's  failure  to  fulfil  his  contract  of 
purchase." 

In  the  course  of  its  opinion  the  court  in 
this  case  also  reviewed  a  number  of  cases 
and  used  them  as  examples  to  show  that 
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much  longer  a8  the  premises  were  operated 
for  oil  or  gas,  or  as  the  rent  forfailure  to 
commence  operations  was  paid.  The  con- 
sideration was  the  delivery  in  pipe  lines  to 
the  credit  of  the  first  party  the  equal  one- 
eighth  part  of  all  the  oil  produced  and  saved 
from  the  premises.  The  lessee  never  went 
into  possession  of  the  premises,  and  brings 
this  action  to  recover  possession  from  a 
third  party  who  does  not  claim  under  the 
lessor.  The  defendant  resists  a  recovery  on 
the  ground  that  the  agreement  above  re- 
cited, and  upon  which  the  plaintiff  relies, 
conveyed  no  interest  in  the  land,  hut  was 
simply  a  license  to  enter  for  the  purpose  of 
operating  for  oil  and  gas,  and  therefore  did 
not  convey  a  title  sufficient  to  sustain  an  ac- 
tion of  ejectment,  the  plaintiff  never  having 


been  in  possession.  The  plaintiff  concedes 
that,  if  the  interest  conveyed  by  the  agree- 
ment was  simply  a  license  to  operate  for 
oil,  the  action  cannot  be  sustained.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  plaintiff  contends  that  the 
agreement  between  him  and  his  lessor  con- 
veyed a  corporeal  interest  or  an  estate  in 
land,  and  was  not  a  mere  license  to  drill 
and  operate  for  oil  on  the  premises  leased, 
that  being  an  interest  in  land,  and  he,  hav- 
ing a  right  of  possession  by  virtue  of  his 
lease,  can  recover  the  possession  of  the  de- 
mised premises  in  an  action  of  ejectment. 

Whether  an  agreement,  commonly  known 
as  an  "oil  and  gas  lease,"  creates  an  estate 
or  interest  in  land,  or. is  a  mere  license  to 
enter  and  operate  for  those  minerals,  has 
frequently  been  before  this  court,  as  the  nu- 


whether  the  instrument  be  called  a  license 
or  a  lease  often  depended  upon  the  nature  ot 
the  consideration  by  which  it  was  upheld 
and  supported,  and  whether  by  its  terms  the 
grant  was  of  an  exclusive  right  or  privilege. 

In  Young  v.  Ellis,  91  Va.  207,  21  S.  E. 
480,  the  agreement  was  held  a  mining  lease, 
and  not  merely  a  revocable  license,  where 
the  owner  of  land  granted  to  another  tlie 
right  to  enter  thereon  to  test  and  search  for 
various  kinds  of  minerals,  to  erect  and 
maintain  necessary  machinery  and  build- 
ings, and  the  latter  promised  to  pay  a  speci- 
fied sum  annually  until  actual  mining  op- 
erations commenced,  and  thereafter  so  much 
per  ton  for  all  ores  mined  and  shipped. 

In  Woodland  Oil  Co.  v.  Crawford,  65  Ohio 
St.  161,  34  L.R.A.  02,  44  N.  E.  1093,  it  was 
said  that  a  lease  of  land,  oil,  and  gas  for 
limited  time  and  purpose,  and  not  merely  a 
license,  is  made  by  an  instrument  which 
granted,  demised,  and  let  the  oil,  gas,  and 
tract  of  land  for  the  purpose  and  with  the 
right  of  drilling  and  operating  for  oil  and 
gas  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  or  as 
much  longer  as  oil  or  gas  should  be  found 
in  paying  quantities.  A  similar  case  hold- 
ing to  the  same  effect  is  Brown  v.  Fowler, 
68  Ohio  St.  607,  63  N.  E.  76. 

In  Paul  v.  Cragnaz,  25  Nev.  293,  47  L.R.A. 
640,  50  Fac.  857,  60  Pac.  083,  it  was  held 
that  "a  lease  of  an  undivided  one-third  in- 
terest in  a  mining  claim,  and  not  a  mere 
'  license,  is  made  by  an  instrument  by  which 
the  party  of  the  first  part  'hereby  leases' 
such  interest  from  date  for  a  period  of  one 
year,  while  the  party  of  the  second  part 
'agrees  to  work  said  mine  in  a  workman- 
like manner,  and  leave  the  same  in  as  good 
condition  as  it  is  at  this  time,'  and  to  pay 
royalty  for  all  ores  taken  therefrom." 

In  Kirk  v.  Mattier,  140  Mo.  23,  41  S.  W. 
252,  an  instrument  that  "demised  and 
leased"  a  tract  of  land  for  mining  purposes 
only,  for  a  period  of  a  certain  number  of 
»year8,  and  which  gave  the  second  party  the 
right  to  erect  all  necessary  buildings,  and 
obliged  him  to  erect  and  keep  closed  gates 
through  which  to  enter  upon  and  pass  off 
the  land,  was  held  to  be  a  lease,  and  not  a 
mere  mining  license.  And  therefore  the  les- 
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sor,  upon  breach  of  condition,  could  main- 
tain an  action  of  ejectment. 

In  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  v.  Peers,  150 
111.  344,  37  N.  E.  937,  it  was  held  that  an  in- 
strument under  seal  which  invested  a  person 
with  the  "sole  and  exclusive  right"  to  mine 
and  operate  in  coal  on  certain  lands  for  a 
definite  term,  the  right  granted  not  being 
limited  to  any  particular  vein  or  stratum, 
was  not  a  mere  license,  but  was  a  lease,  and 
as  such  assignable. 

In  Cary  Hardware  Co.  v.  McCarty,  10 
Colo.  App.  200,  60  Pac.  744,  a  lessor  execut- 
ed to  a  lessee  a  lease  for  a  slag  dump,  to- 
gether with  a  right  of  egress  upon  an  ad- 
jacent mineral  survey,  and  a  certain  space 
upon  which  to  erect  structures  necessary  for 
working  the  dump.  Thereafter  the  lessee 
made  a  contract  with  a  sublessee,  whereby 
the  latter  agreed  to  take  the  slag  from  the 
dump  and  treat  it,  and  for  this  purpose  was 
given  the  exclusive  right  to  erect  upon  the 
leased  premises  such  buildings  and  machin- 
ery as  might  be  necessary,  and  to  use  the 
hame  during  the  entire  term  of  the  lease.  The 
court,  after  holding  there  was  no  question 
about  the  lessee  holding  under  a  lease,  al- 
though he  was  given  the  right  to  occupy  the 
space  of  surface  ground  for  a  specific  pur- 
pose only, — its  use  being  restricted  to  the 
erection  of  "such  buildings  and  machinery 
thereon  as  may  be  necessary  for  treating 
said  slag  dump," — in  coming  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  assignee  of  the  sublessee  al^ 
held  under  a  lease,  and  thus  that  he  had 
such  an  interest  in  the  land  as  was  sub- 
jest  to  a  mechanics'  lien,  said :  "The  prem- 
ises were  part  of  a  mineral  survey  and  the 
principal  object,  both  of  the  lease  to  Norton 
(lessee)  and  of  bis  contract  with  Holden 
(sublessee),  was  to  secure  the  treatment  of 
the  slag  dump  thereon  and  the  extraction  of 
the  precious  metals  therefrom.  The  right  to 
occupy  the  surface  ground  not  exceeding  5 
acres  in  extent  was  a  mere  incident  thereto. 
It  was  given  solely  for  the  purpose  of  allow- 
ing free  access  to  the  dump,  and  for  the 
erection  of  the  buildings  and  machinery  nec- 
essary to  treat  the  ores  when  taken  from 
the  dump.  By  the  contract  between  Nor- 
ton and  Holden  the  latter  was  given  the  ex- 
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merous  reported  decisions  attest.  An  ex- 
amination of  the  cases  will  disclose  that 
they  have  drawn  a  clearly  defined  distinc- 
tion between  agreements  which  create  a 
lease  of  the  land  for  mineral  purposes  and 
those  which  are  simply  a  license  giving  to 
the  licensee  authority  to  enter  and  operate 
for  minerals.  While  this  distinction  has 
not  been  strictly  adhered  to  in  all  the  cases, 
yet  it  is  recognized  and  has  been  established 
in  the  leading  cases  on  the  subject  in 
this  state,  and  is  sustained  by  text  writers. 
It  is  well  stated  in  27  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p, 
690,  where  it  is  said:  "There  is  a  broad 
distinction  between  a  lease  of  a  mine,  un- 
der which  the  lessee  enters  into  possession 
and  takes  an  estate  in  the  property,  and  a 
license  to  work  the  same  mine.    In  the  lat- 


ter ca£e  the  licensee  has  no  permanent  in- 
terest, property,  or  estate  in  the  land  itself, 
but  only  in  the  proceeds,  and  in  such  pro- 
ceeds, not  as  realty,  but  as  personal  prop- 
erty, and  his  possession  is  the  possession 
of  the  owner.  A  contract  simply  giving  a 
right  to  take  ore  from  a  mine,  no  interest 
or  estate  being  granted,  confers  a  mere  li- 
cense, and  the  licensee  acquires  no  right  to 
the  ore  until  he  separates  it  from  the  free- 
hold. But  an  instrument  that  demises  and 
leases  certain  lands  for  mining  purposes 
only,  for  a  designated  term  of  years,  at  a 
fixed  rent,  and  giving  the  right  to  erect  all 
necessary  buildings,  etc.,  is  a  lease,  and  not 
merely  a  mining  license." 

The   language   of  the   agreement   in  the 
case  at  bar  shows  it  to  be  a  lease,  conveying 


elusive  right,  during  the  specific  term  fi.xed 
in  the  lease,  to  erect  upon  the  leased  prem- 
ises the  necessary  works  and  machinery,  and 
to  use  the  same  during  'the  entire  term  of 
said  lease  and  the  extension  thereof.'  He 
was  also  empowered  to  go  upon  the  dump 
and  remove  the  material  therein  for  treat- 
ment. This  comprised  in  substance  all  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  which  Norton  had  un- 
der his  lease.  The  right  of  occupancy  by 
Holden  was  for  a  fixed  term  and  for  a 
valuable  consideration  to  be  paid, — a  con- 
sideration of  the  same  kind  and  character 
as  that  prescribed  in  the  lease,  to  be  paid  by 
Norton.  The  contract,  therefore,  lacked 
the  most  essential  elements  of  a  bare 
license,  and  possessed  every  requisite  of 
a  lease.  The  grant  to  Boldon,  so  long 
as  he  ccHnplied  with  the  conditions  of 
his  agreement,  was  so  far  as  Norton  was 
concerned  irrevocable.  His  right  of  posses- 
sion could  at  no  time  have  been  defeated 
save  by  a  declaration  of  forfeiture  by  Nor- 
ton's lessors  on  the  ground  of  bis  noncom- 
pliance with  the  conditions  of  his  lease.  It 
IS  true  that  the  technical  words  generally 
used  in  a  lease  are  not  contained  in  the  con- 
tract, but  these  are  not  necessary." 

In  National  Light  &  Thorium  Co.  v.  Alex- 
ander, 80  S.  C.  10,  61  S.  E.  214,  where  it 
was  held  that  an  agreement  on  the  part  of 
an  owner  of  land  to  sell  by  good  and  suffi- 
cient deed,  with  the  usual  covenants  of  war- 
ranty, free  of  all  encumbrances,  the  mineral 
and  "mining  rights  of  land,  and  by  the  terms 
of  which  the  second  party  agreed  to  buy  and 
pay  for  those  rights  upon  the  delivery  oi 
the  deed,  conferred  upon  the  latter  not  mere- 
ly a  revocable  license,  but  an  interest  in  the 
land  itself,  which  could  be  assigned.  In  this 
case  the  agreement,  among  other  things,  also 
spoke  of  the  second  party  as  purchaser,  and 
the  owner  of  the  land  agreed  to  lease  the 
mineral  and  mining- rights. 

In  Hartford  Iron  Min.  Co.  v.  Cambria 
Min.  Co.  93  Mich.  90,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  488, 
53  N.  W.  4,  it  was  held  that  one  who  has 
taken  possession  of  land  under  a  mining 
lease,  by  the  terms  of  which  he  is  given  the 
exclusive  right,  during  a  certain  number  of 
years,  to  mine  ore,  and  which  requires  him 
to  mine  not  less  than  a  certain  number  of 
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tons  per  year,  and  to  pay  for  so  much 
whether  mined  or  not,  is  not  a  mere  li- 
censee, but  has  such  a  title  in  the  unmined 
ore  as  will  enable  him  to  maintain  trover 
for  its  wrongful  conversion. 

However,  in  Lvnsford  v.  La  Motte  Lead 
Co.  54  Mo.  426,  where  proprietors  of  mining 
property  had  first  promulgated  rules  and 
regulations  for  miners,  who,  by  signing  the 
same,  had  a  right  to  mine  and  extract  min- 
erals under  their  provisions  for  a  certain 
number  of  years,  it  was  held  that  an  agree- 
ment thereafter  by  which  miners  might  con- 
tinue operations  upon  condition,  among  oth- 
ers, that  the  agreement  was  to  be  revocable 
by  the  future  action  of  the  proprietors,  was 
not  a  lease,  but  a  revocable  license.  This 
was  r^afBrmed  in  LockwOod  v.  Lunsford,  60 
Mo.  68. 

In  Chynowitch  ▼.  Granby  Min.  &  Smelt- 
ing Co.  74  Mo.  173,  a  mining  notice  br  state- 
ment posted  as  required  by  statute  was  held 
to  grant  only  a  mere  license  to  mine,  where 
it  appeared  that  by  such  notice  no  miner 
should  acquire  any  right,  title,  or  interest  in 
the  land  or  the  mineral  taken  therefrom,  but 
that  the  mineral  should  always  remain  the 
property  of  the  proprietor,  and  all  payments 
made  by  him,  whether  in  money  or  mineral, 
should  be  regarded  as  compensation  only  for 
the  miner's  labor,  and  that  no  miner  should 
remove  any  mineral  from  the  ground,  except 
for  delivery  to  the  proprietor,  under  penalty 
of  forfeiting  his  rights  to  continue  work, 
and  that  the  proprietor  should  have  the 
right,  in  case  of  forfeiture,  to  enter  upon 
and  take  possession  of  the  lot  without  giv- 
ing any  notice  to  quit  or  bringing  any  ac- 
tion. 

In  Boone  v.  Stover,  66  Mo.  430,  an  instru- 
ment in  writing,  under  seal,  granting  per- 
mission to  mine  on  a  certain  lot  "so  long 
as  they  do  regular  mining  work  on  said 
lot,"  was  held  to  be  a  license,  and  not  a 
lease. 

To  the  same  effect  is  Springfield  Foun- 
dry &  Mach.  Co.  V.  Cole,  130  Mo.  1,  31  S. 
W.  922,  overruling  Buchannan  v.  Cole,  57 
Mo.  App.  11,  where  the  miner  simply  had  a 
privilege  to  mine  (not  by  deed  or  grant)  so 
long  as  he  complied  with  the  printed  rules. 
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an  interest  in  land,  a  corporeal,  and  not  an 
incorporeal,  hereditament.  The  lessor  does, 
in  the  language  of  the  lease,  "grant,  demise, 
lease,  and  let  unto  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part  ...  all  that  certain  tract 
of  land  .  .  .  containing  100  acres, 
.  .  .  for  the  sole  and  only  purpose  of 
mining  and  operating  for  oil,  gas,  and  other 
minerals  and  of  laying  pipe  lines  and  of 
building  tanks,  stations,  and  structures 
thereon  to  take  care  of  the  said  products." 
It  will  thus  be  seen,  by  this  transposition 
of  the  language  of  the  lease,  that  the  land 
itself  is  granted  and  demised,  and  not  sim- 
ply the  right  to  enter  upon  and  prospect 
and  operate  for  oil  or  gas.  It  is  not  sim- 
ply a  privilege  given  to  the  lessee  to  use 
the  premises  for  mining  purposes,  but  the 
land  itself  is  demised  with  the  right  to  ob- 
tain the  minerals  therein.  By  the  agree- 
ment the  exclusive  right  to  take  and  ap- 
propriate all  the  mir.'^rals  is  conveyed,  and 
during  the  term  of  the  lease  the  lessor  has 
no  right  to  enter  and  operate  for  oil  or  gas. 
The  title  to  the  oil,  except  the  one  eighth 
thereof,  is  vested  in  the  lessee,  as  is  also 
the  title  to  the  gas  and  other  minerals  in 
the  land.  Under  the  rule  of  construction 
established,  not  only  in  other  jurisdictions, 
but  by  our  own  cases,  therefore,  the  agree- 
ment creates  a  corporeal  interest  in  the  les- 


see in  the  demised  premises,  and  is  not 
merely  a  license  to  enter  and  operate  foi 
oil  and  gas.  In  Chicago  &  A.  Oil  t  Min. 
Co.  V.  United  States  Petroleum  Co.  57  Pt 
83,  the  lease  contained  this  language:  "Tbe 
party  of  the  first  part  hereby  covenants  and 
agrees  to  lease  to  the  party  of  the  second 
part,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  all  his  rigiit, 
title,  interest,  and  claim  in  and  to  all  tliat 
certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land,  ...  tbe 
said  party  of  the  second  part  to  have  the 
sole  and  exclusive  right  to  bore  or  dig  for 
oil  on  said  lands  and  gather  and  collect  the 
same  therefrom,  for  the  term  of  tweiitj 
years  from  the  date  hereof."  llr.  Justice 
Agnew,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  speaking 
of  the  character  of  the  agreement,  u}i 
(page  90) :  "The  agreement  .  .  .  i» 
manifestly  a  lease  for  years  of  the  cor- 
poreal tenement,  with  an  added  exclusire 
right  to  bore  for,  obtain,  and  take  the  oil 
found,  returning  as  rent  one  fourth  of  the 
product  to  the  lessor."  In  Titusville  Novel- 
ty Iron  Works'  Appeal,  77  Pa.  103,  Mr. 
Justice  Gordon,  delivering  the  opinion  and 
speaking  of  a  leasehold  on  which  were  a 
house  and  an  oil  well,  said  (page  107): 
"A  lease  of  land  during  the  term  is  aa  fixed 
as  the  land  itself,  for  it  can  only  be  nsed 
upon  the  land  out  of  which  it  arises.  It 
is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  right  to  use 


In  Arnold  v.  Bennett,  92  Mo.  App.  156, 
it  was  held  that  the  relation  exisiting  be- 
tween a  mining  company  and  certain  per- 
sons was  that  of  licensor  and  licensee, 
where,  among  other  rules  under  which  the 
latter  were  permitted  to  mine  on  property,  it 
was  provided  that  "no  property  right  shall 
be  acquired  by  anyone  on  or  in  said  land,  ex- 
cept the  value  of  the  privilege  of  digging 
and  mining  the  same,"  and  the  right  was 
also  limited  to  a  definite  term  unless  soon- 
er forfeited. 

In  Rockport  y.  Rockport  Granite  Co.  177 
Mass.  246,  51  L.R.A.  779,  58  N.  E.  1017, 
the  question  arising  as  to  whether  a  land- 
owner was  liable  for  injuries  because  of  a 
guy  stretched  across  a  highwaj^,  it  was  held 
that  "a  person  who  has  the  privilege  of  en- 
tering upon  land  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
quarrying  rock  and  working  it  up  into  mar- 
ketable shape,  and  whose  payments  for  the 
use  of  the  land  are  in  the  nature  of  'stump- 
age,'  being  determined  by  the  quantity  of 
paving  blocks  obtained,  is  a  licensee,  and 
not  a  tenant." 

An  agreement  whereby  a  person  was  giv- 
en, for  a  certain  period,  the  privilege  to 
prospect  on  two  adjoining  tracts  for  oil, 
gas,  petroleum,  and  other  minerals,  for  a 
consideration  of  $1  and  the  payment  of  a 
certain  royalty  to  be  divided  between  tho 
owners  of  the  tracts,  but  which  did  not  bind 
such  person  to  do  any  prospecting,  was  held 
in  Martel  v.  Jennings-Heywood  Oil  Svndi- 
cate,  114  La.  351,  38  So.  233,  to  be  termi- 
nable at  the  will  of  the  owners,  the  court 
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saying  that  the  agreement  was  a  mere  per- 
mit or  license  which  bound  neither  party. 

To  the  same  effect  is  Clark  v.  Wall, '32 
Mont.  219,  79  Pac.  1052,  where  the  owner  of 
a  mining  claim,  by  verbal  agreement,  au- 
thorized certain  persons  to  extract  ore  from 
the  claim  during  the  fomer's  will  and  pleas- 
ure, and  with  the  understanding  that  th« 
privilege  should  terminate  whenever  the 
owner  might  desire. 

In  Eastern  Ohio  Oil  Co.  v.  McEvoy,  75 
Kan.  615,  89  Pac.  1048,  the  court,  after  re- 
cognizing that  mechanics'  liens  attach  to 
leasehold  estates,  held  that  the  owner  of  an 
ordinary  oil  and  gaa  lease  which  granted  to 
the  lessee  the  right  to  drill  oft  the  land  for 
oil  and  gas,  bad  no  interest  in  the  land  ex- 
cept that  of  a  mere  licensee.  To  the  same 
effect  is  Phillips  v.  Springfield  Oude  Oil  Co. 
76  Kan.  783,  92  Pac.  1119. 

In  Re  Benfield  &  Stevens,  17  Ont  Pr.  Eep. 
339,  an  agreement  was  held  to  be  a  licence, 
and  not  a  lease,  which  gave  to  the  second 
party  the  right  to  mine  so  long  as  the  par- 
ties of  the  first  part  should  continue  in  pos- 
session of  the  mining  lands,  and  which,  aft- 
er making  provisions  for  the  sale  of  the 
ore,  gave  the  former  the  right  to  use  any 
buildings  or  other  structures  possessed  by 
the  latter,  and  also  provided  that  not  less 
than  a  certain  numl>er  of  tons  per  ypar 
should  be  mined,  the  court  apparently  giv- 
ing as  the  reason  for  its  holding  that  tlic 
instrument  did  not  confer  exclusive  posse- 
sion. 

In  Lynch  v.  Seymour,  15  (3an.  8.  C  341, 
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a  freehold  for  the  term  mentioned  in  the 
Ipase.  It  is  therefore  an  estate  in  land." 
lo  Kitchen  v.  Smith,  101  Pa.  452,  the  land 
vaa  leased  for  fifteen  years  "for  all  pur- 
poses necessary  to  develop  the  same  by  pro- 
curing oil  and  taking  it  therefrom,  togeth- 
er with  a  right  to  put  up  and  keep  tanks 
thereon  for  the  storage."  As  to  the  estate 
created  by  the  lease,  Mr.  Justice  Trunkey, 
delivering  the  opinion,  says  (page  457)  : 
"ilie  lease  vested  in  the  lessees  and  their 
a''^igns  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  land 
for  the  purpose  of  searching  for,  producing, 
storing,  and  transportii^  oil.  They  had 
the  ri^ht  to  possession  of  so  much  of  the 
land  as  necessary  for  said  purpose,  and 
were  in  the  actual  possession  of  a  consider- 
able part,  if  not  the  whole.  Their  right  was 
not  a  mere  license."  In  Duke  v.  Hague, 
107  Pa.  67,  the  contract  granted  and  leased 
"the  exclusive  right  for  the  sole  and  only 
purpose  of  mining  and  excavating  for  petro- 
leum, rock,  or  carbon  oil  [all  that  certain 
tract  of  land],  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
premise's  exclusively  for  the  said  purpose 
only,  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part, 
...  for  and  during  the  full  term  of 
twenty  years."  The  trial  court  held  that 
the  lease  created  an  interest  in  the  land. 
Ur.  Justice  Trunkey  in  affirming  the  judg- 
ment said  (page  66)  :    "The  purpose  of  the 


lease  is  first  named;  but  that  the  land  is 
leased  for  that  purpose  is  as  plain  as  if 
the  description  of  the  land  preceded  the 
clause  restricting  its  use.  ...  A  por- 
tion of  the  oil  that  may  be  produced  is 
reserved  as  rent  or  royalty.  Failure  of  the 
lessee  to  perform  his  covenants  will  void  the 
lease.  Notwithstanding  these  stipulations, 
the  lessee  is  vested  with  an  interest  in  the 
land.  .  .  .  His  interest  is  that  of  a  ten- 
ant for  years  for  the  purpose  of  mining.  He 
has  an  absolute  right  of  possession  of  all 
the  surface  necessary,  and  no  one  else  can 
rightfully  take  out  oil  during  the  term,  save 
under  him.  The  whole  of  the  oil,  or  only 
a  part,  may  be  taken  under  the  lease;  biit 
whatever  shall  be  taken  is  of  the  substance 
of  the  realty.  He  is  not  an  absolute  owner 
of  the  whole  of  the  oil,  as  he  would  be  were 
all  the  oil  in  place  conveyed  to  him  in  fee." 
In  Brown  v.  Beecher,  120  Pa.  590,  603,  15 
Atl.  608,  609,  the  land  itself  was  demised 
"with  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  priv- 
ilege, during  said  period,  of  digging  and  bor- 
ing for  oil  and  other  minerals  and  of  gather- 
ing and  collecting  the  same  therefrom."  Mr. 
Justice  Clark  in  delivering  the  opinion  said : 
"As  to  the  legal  force  and  effect  of  thit 
writing  there  can,  we  think,  be  no  doubt. 
It  conveyed  an  interest  in  the  land.  In  this 
respect  it  is  distinguished  from  a  license." 


an  instrument  describing  the  parties  as  les- 
s-ir  and  lessees  and  giving  the  latter  the  ex- 
fluitive  right,  liberty,  and  privilege  of  enter- 
in"  for  a  term  of  years  upon  certain  proper- 
t\  to  search  for  and  dig  away  the  iron  ores, 
and  to  make  roads  for  ingress  and  egress, 
and  also  the  right  and  liberty  to  erect  build- 
inys  and  machinery  thereon,  was  held  to  be 
a  mere  license,  and  not  a  lease. 

As  already  stated,  this  note  docs  not  in- 
clude cases  where  the  particular  instrument 
was  termed  a  "lease  or  "license,"  unless 
tlie  court  meant  to  distinguish  one  from  the 
other.  The  cases  in  mind  are  such  as  Kan- 
fas  Xatural  Gas  Co.  v.  Neosho  County,  75 
Kan.  335,  89  Pac.  760,  where  the  question 
arose  whether  »  person  who  had  been  con- 
ferred the  right  to  "enter  upon,  operate  for, 
snd  procure  oil  and  gas"  upon  land  de- 
■eribed  had  such  an  interest  as  was  tax- 
able, and  it  was  said:  "The  lease  grants  no 
estate  in  the  land,  or  in  the  oil  or  gas 
which  it  may  contain.  It  creates  an  incor- 
poreal hereditament  only,  a  license  to  enter 
and  explore  for  oil  and  gas,  and,  if  they  are 
discovered,  to  produce  and  sever  them."  It 
will  be  noted  that  in  this  case  the  court 
pniisibly  had  not  in  mind  the  distinction  be- 
tween a  "license"  and  a  "lease,"  for  it 
Blight  very  readily  be  held,  also,  that  even 
a  leasehold  interest  was  not  taxable. 

In  McCullagh  v.  Rains,  75  Kan.  458,  89 
Pac.  1041,  a  parol  grant  of  the  privilege  of 
Mining  on  lands  was  held  to  be  a  mere  li- 
cense revocable  at  will,  it  appearing  that  the 
2«L.R.A.(N.S.) 


grantee  was  not  bound  to  work  the  lands  un- 
less he  saw  fit  to  do  so,  that  no  time  was 
fixed  when  the  right  was  to  begin,  and 
nothing  was  said  as  to  its  duration,  or  the 
royalty  to  be  paid,  how  much  work  he  was 
to  perform,  or  the  manner  in  which  he  was 
to  conduct  his  operations. 

In  Dickey  v.  Coffeyville  Vitrified  Brick  & 
Tile  Co.  69  Kan.  106,  76  Pac.  398,  it  was 
said:  "Gas  and  oil  leases  are  in  a  class  by 
themselves;  they  are  not  strictly  'leases,'  as 
defined  and  treated  in  the  law  of  landlord 
and  tenant;  they  are  in  the  nature  of  a 
written  license,  with  a  grant  conveying  the 
ernntor's  interest  in  the  gas  or  oil  well,  con- 
ditioned that  gas  or  oil  be  found  in  paying 
quantities." 

To  the  same  effect  is  Bcardsley  v.  Kansas 
Natural  Gas  Co.  78  Kan.  571,  96  Pac.  859. 

In  Herrington  v.  Wood,  3  Ohio  C.  D.  476, 
it  was  said  that  a  contract  containing  a 
clause  conveying  premises  for  a  term  of 
years  and  so  long  as  gas  or  oil  are  produced 
in  paying  quantities,  is  not  strictly  a  lease, 
but  a  license,  coupled  with  a  conditional 
grant  conveying  the  grantor's  interest  in  the 
gas  well,  conditioned  that  gas  or  oil  is  found 
in  paying  quantities. 

The  question  when  agreement  or  instru- 
ment conferring  right  to  mine  and  remove 
coal  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  absolute  sale  or 
conveyance  of  coal  in  place,  as  distinguished 
from  a  lease  or  conditional  sale,  is  discussed 
in  a  case  note  to  Coolbaugh  v.  Lehigh  &  W. 
B.  Coal  Co.  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  207. 
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Many  other  cases  to  the  same  effect  might  l 
be  cited;  but  these  are  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  agreement  between  the  plaintiff  and 
his  lessor  was  a, lease,  conveying  an  interest 
in  the  land,  and  was  not  a  license  to  enter 
upon  the  land  and  operate  for  mining  pur- 
poses. In  the  last  case  cited,  the  decisions 
referred  to  above  '  are  distinguished  from 
Funk  v.  Haldeman,  53  Pi.  229,  and  kindred 
cases,  by  Mr.  Justice  Clark  in  the  following 
language  (page  603  of  120  Pa.)  ;  "Tlje  con- 
tract of  February  3,  1882,  between  Cornen 
and  Marsh,  is  not  a  mere  license,  as  in  Funk 
r.  Haldeman,  supra,  for  in  that  case  the 
words  of  the  grant  amounted  neither  to  a 
lease  nor  a  sale  of  the  land,  nor  of  any  of 
the  minerals  in  the  land.  Funk's  right  was 
therefore  declared  to  be  a  license  to  work 
the  land  for  minerals,  a  license  coupled  with 
an  interest  which  the  licensor  could  not 
revoke." 

The  defendant  contends  that,  conceding 
the  contract  in  question  to  be  a  lease,  and 
and  not  a  license,  the  plaintiff  cannot  main- 
tain ejectment,  as  he  had  not  entered  into 
possession  of  the  premises.  We  are  aware 
of  the  rule  at  common  law  which,  in  the 
case  of  an  ordinary  lease,  requires  the  lessee 
to  hare  been  in  possession  of  the  premises 
before  he  can  maintain  ejectment  against 
anyone  who  had  ousted  him.  That  is  the 
rule  recognized  and  followed  in  this'  state 
where  real  property  is  demised  for  the  pur- 
pose of  occupancy  and  use  by  the  tenant; 
but  we  are  not  disposed  to  enforce  it  in 
cases  like  the  present,  where,  by  the  con- 
tract, the  lessee  is  granted  the  possession 
of  the  land,  with  the  sole  and  exclusive 
right  to  mine  and  remove  the  minerals  there- 
in. In  such  case,  while  -  the  tenant  is  re- 
garded as  a  lessee,  yet  by  the  agreement  he 
obtains  title  to  the  minerals  and  the  right 
to  the  possession  of  the  premises  for  remov- 
ing them.  As  said  in  Duke  v.  Hague,  supra, 
the  tenant  has  an  absolute  right  of  posses- 
sion of  all  the  surface  necessary  to  enable 
him  to  drill  and  remove  the  oil,  and  no  one 
else  can  rightly  take  out  oil  during  the  term, 
save  under  him.  The  contract  gives  him  the 
right  to  the  oil,  and  to  the  possession  of  the 
land  to  enable  him  to  remove  it.  As  also 
said  in  the  Duke  Case,  the  whole  of  the  oil, 
or  only  a  part,  may  be  taken  under  the 
lease;  but  whatever  shall  be  taken  is  of  the 
substance  of  the  realty.  Having  acquired 
by  the  contract  a  right  to  a  part  of  the 
realty,  the  law  should  give  the  lessee  an 
adequate  remedy  to  enforce  that  right. 
Ejectment  is  the  proper  action  for  the  re- 
covery of  possession  of  land  in  this  state. 
It  is  a  possessory  action,  and,  if  a  party 
has  a  right  to  possession  and  the  immediate 
right  to  enter,  he  may  maintain  ejectment. 
Here  the  lessee  has  the  right  to  the  posses- 
26  L.RJl.(N.S.) 


sion  of  the  premises,  the  immediate  right  to 
enter,  and  the  right  to  take  the  oil  there- 
from, which  is  a  part  of  the  realty.  It  will 
be  observed  that  the  lessee  has  not  simply 
the  right  to  the  possession  of  the  premises, 
but  »lso  the  title  to  the  oil,  or  such  part 
thereof  as  he  may  be  able  to  remove  during 
his  tenancy. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  only  effective  rem- 
edy for  the  lessee  is  ejectment,  by  which  he 
may  recover  possession  of  the  premises.  An 
action  on  the  contract,  the  ordinary  remedy 
by  the  lessee  for  a  breach  thereof  in  refusing 
to  give  possession  of  the  premises,  would 
be  entirely  inadequate.  The  value  of  the 
oil  to  the  lessee  would  depend  upon  the 
quantity  produced  and  the  fluctuations  of 
the  market  during  the  ten  years  of  the 
lease.  It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  there 
is  no  standard  for  computing  damages  which 
would  give  the  lessee  a  certain  and  an  ad- 
equate remedy  by  an  action  on  the  contract. 
Such  difficulty  can  be  overcome,  and  the 
rights  of  the  parties  contesting  for  the  pos- 
session of  the  premises  can  be  adequately 
enforced  by  an  action  of  ejectment  in  which 
the  party  legally  entitled  can  be  placed  in 
possession  of  the  oil.  This  is  not  a  contest 
between  the  lessor  and  the  lessee  for  the 
possession  of  the  premises.  The  lessor  con- 
cedes to  the  lessee  the  right  to  the  oil,  and 
to  the  possession  of  the  premises  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  it.  This  action  is  by 
the  lessee  against  a  third  party  who  claims 
adversely  to  the  lessor,  and  we  think  he 
can  maintain  ejectment,  which  is  the  only 
action  th|it  will  afford  him  an  adequate 
remedy  for  his  alleged  injuries.  The  right 
to  maintain  the  action  is  not  decided  but 
is  recognized  in  Messimer's  Appeal,  92  Pa. 
108;  Long's  Appeal,  92  Pa.  171;  Williams 
V.  Fowler,  201  Pa.  336,  50  Atl.  969. 

The  right  of  the  lessee  in  a  mining  lease 
to  maintain  ejectment  was  sustained  by  the 
common  pleas  of  Luzerne  county  and  by  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
western  district  of  Pennsylvania.  In  Grotz 
V.  Lehigh  &  W.  B.  Coal  Co.  1  Kulp,  53, 
Judge  Woodward  held  that  ejectment  may 
be  maintained  by  the  lessee  of  coal  under  a 
coal  lease,  against  the  owner  of  the  fee  in 
possession.  In  charging  the  jury  he  said 
( page  57 ) :  "Supposing  the  parties  have 
a  right  to  a  suit,  is  ejectment  a  proper 
remedy!  We  hold  that  ejectment  may  be 
maintained;  that  a  lease  of  coal,  the  title 
to  the  surface,  and  the  title  to  the  coal  re- 
maining in  the  lessor,  subject  only  to  the 
lease,  can  be  the  basis  of  an  action  of 
ejectment  without  there  having  been  any 
actual  entry  upon  the  coal,  or  any  actual 
mining  and  taking  away  of  the  coal."  Bar- 
ker v.  Dale,  3  PitUb.  190,  Fed.  Caa.  Na 
988,  was  an  action  of  ejectment  in  the  cir- 
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Ottit  court  of  tbe  United  States  for  the 
western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  wag 
tried  before  McKennan,  Cir.  J.  The  action 
was  by  a  lessee,  who  had  never  taken  pos- 
BessioD,  against  a  subsequent  lessee  under 
the  some  lessor,  and  was  brought  on  a  writ- 
ten lease  by  which  certain  land  was  let  to 
the  plaintiff  "for  the  sole  and  only  purpose 
of  mining  and  excavating  for  petroleum, 
coal,  rock,  or  carbon  oil,  or  other  valuable 
mineral  or  volatile  substances."  The  court 
held  that  ejectment  would  lie,  and,  in  an- 
swer to  the  defendant's  first  point,  said: 
"We  are  of  the  opinion  that  by  the  lease, 
dated  December  8,  1805,  a  corporeal  interest 
in  the  businrss  therein  described  was  vested 
in  the  plaintiff,  which  is  the  proper  subject 
of  an  action  of  ejectment."  And  in  answer 
to  the  fourth  point  the  court  replied: 
"The  lease  grants  to  the  plaintiff  for  a  de- 
terminate term  the  premises  in  dispute,  for 
the  purposes  therein  stated,  subject  to  les- 
sor's 'use  of  the  same  for  the  purpose  of 
tillage;'  and  this  is  exclusive  of  any  right 
of  the  lessor  to  mine  or  excavate  within 
their  defined  limits,  for  petroleum,  coal, 
rock  oil,  carbon  oil,  or  other  mineral  or 
volatile  substances." 

The  judgment  is  reversed,  and  the  court 
below  is  directed  to  enter  judgment  on  the 
verdict. 


TEXAS    COURT    OF    CRIMINAIJ   AP- 
PEALS. 

W.  M.  COX,  Appt, 

V. 

STATE  OF  TEXAS. 
{ —  Tex.  Grim.  Bep.  — ,  123  S.  W.  698.) 

Assanit  ^  self-defense  ^  trespasser. 

One  who  enters  another's  house  for  a 
wrongful  purpose  has  a  perfect  right  of 
self-defense,  if,  when  discovered,  he  aban- 
dons his  purpose,  flees  from  the  building, 
and  is  pursued  and  assaulted  by  the  owner 
of  the  property. 

(December  16,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Cherokee 
County  convicting  him  of  assault.    Beversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Norman  &  Shook,  for  appel- 
lant: 

A»  defendant,  on  being  discovered  in  the 
prosecutor's  house,  sought  to  flee  and  escape, 
he  had  the  complete  right  of  self-defense 
when  pursued  and  assaulted,  notwithstand- 
ing any  moral  obliquity  of  his  act  in  going 
into  the  house. 

Vamell  t.  State,  26  Tex.  App.  68,  9  S. 
S6  L.RJL(N.S.) 


W.  65;  Roach  v.  State,  21  Tex.  App.  254, 
17  S.  W.  464;  Brazzil  v.  State,  28  Tex.  App. 
587,  13  S.  W.  1006;  Roberto  v.  State,  30 
Tex.  App.  306,  17  S.  W.  450;  McSpatton  v. 
State,  30  Tex.  App.  618,  18  S.  W.  298;  Lind- 
sey  V.  State,  35  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  167,  32  S. 
W.  768;  Meuly  v.  State,  26  Tex.  App.  274, 
8  Am.  St.  Rep.  477,  9  S.  W.  563;  Carter  v. 
State,  37  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  403,  35  8.  W. 
378;  Burris  v.  State,  34  Tex.  Crim.  Rep. 
387,  30  S.  W.  785;  Johnson  v.  State,  26  Tex. 
App.  631,  10  S.  W.  235;  Jackson  v.  State, 
28  Tex.  App.  108,  12  8.  W.  501;  Peter  v. 
State,  23  Tex.  App.  684,  5  S.  W.  228;  Carter 
v.  State,  30  Tex.  App.  551,  28  Am.  St.  Rep. 
944,  17  S.  W.  1102;  Arto  v.  State,  19  Tex. 
App.  126;  King  v.  State,  13  Tex.  App.  277; 
Jones  V.  State,  17  Tex.  App.  602;  Franklin 
V.  State,  34  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  286,  30  S.  W. 
231;  Reed  v.  State,  11  Tex.  App.  509,  40 
Am.  Rep.  795. 
Mr.  F.  J.  McCord  for  appellee. 

Ramsey,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court :  ' 

Appellant  was  indicted  in  the  court  below 
for  an  assault  with  intent  to  murder.  His 
trial  resulted  in  a  conviction  of  aggravated 
assault,  and  his  punishment  assessed  at  a 
fine  of  $100.  From  this  judgment,  appel- 
lant has  appealed  to  this  court  for  a  re- 
versal on  sundry  errors  assigned. 

An  inspection  of  the  statement  of  facts 
discloses  that  appellant,  on  the  night  of  the 
3d  of  December,  1908,  went  to  the  home  of 
the  prosecuting  witness  and  injured  party. 
Fuller,  in  his  absence.    On  the  night  in  ques- 


Note.  —  Right  of  self-defenae  hy  one 
who  ia  pursued  and  assaulted  after 
leaving  premises  xcMch  he  had  en- 
tered for  an  unlawful  purpose. 

But  few  cases  are  to  be  found  which  so 
present  the  facts  as  to  fall  within  the  scope 
of  this  question. 

The  case  of  McSpatton  v.  State,  30  Tex. 
App.  616,  18  S.  W.  298,  closely  resembles 
the  case  under  annotation.  It  appeared 
that  defendant  was  paying  too  much  atten- 
tion to  the  wife  of  another  man  who  or- 
dered him  not  to  come  about  his  home  and 
premises;  thereafter,  while  climbing  over 
the  back  fence,  the  defendant  saw  the  hus- 
band approaching  with  an  iron  rod  in  his 
hand,  and  fled,  pursued  by  him  for  two  or 
three  blocks,  when  defendant  pulled  out  his 
pistol  and  snapped  it  at  the  husband.  On 
trial  for  an  assault  with  intent  to  murder, 
it  was  held  that  the  court  should  have 
given  defendant's  requested  instruction 
that,  "if  the  defendant  went  to  Sam  Mil- 
ler's house  to  commit  any  offense  against 
the  law,  but  abandoned  such  intention,  and 
attempted  to  avoid  a  dilBculty  with  his  ad- 
versary, and  was  then  pursued,  his  right 
of  self-defense  revived,  and  he  had  the 
right  to  kill  his  adversary  to  prevent  being 


Digitized  byL^OOQlC 


TEXAS  COURT  OF  CRIMINAL  APPEALS. 


Dec, 


tion  Fuller,  the  prosecutor,  had  gone  to  a 
neighbor's  house  some  2  miles  away,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife,  to  some  kind  of 
social  gathering.  After  he  had  been  at  his 
neighbor's  house  some  while,  he  received  in- 
formation that  induced  him  to  return  home, 
leaving  his  wife  at  the  festival.  In  this  con- 
nection prosecuting  witness  testified  as  fol- 
lows: "When  I  got  the  information  I  bor- 
rowed a  mule  and  went  back  home,  which 
was  about  a  mile  from  there.  And  when  I 
gets  to  the  yard  gate,  I  gets  down  and 
bitches  the  mule  at  the  gate,  and  I  goes 
all  the  way  around  the  house  and  comes 
back  to  the  gallery,  and  goes  in  on  the  gal- 
lery, and  there  was  a  chair  against  the 
front  door,  and  I  pushed  the  door  open 
with  my  left  hand,  and  I  goes  in  my  pocket 
with  my  right  hand  and  gets  a  match  and 
strikes  it,  and  when  I  struck  the  match  I 
saw  a  man  person  coining  from  the  direc- 
tion of  the  bed  where  my  little  girl  was 
sleeping,  and  when  he  run  out  he  run  to  the 
middle  door  and  jerked  it  open  with  one 
hand,  and  jerked  it  to  behind  him,  and, I 
run  on  after  him  right  behind  him,  and 
jerked  the  door  open,  and  by  that  time  he 
was  at  the  back  door  and  jerked  the  back 
door  open,  and  run  out  and  jerked  it  to 
behind  him,  and  by  that  time  I  jerked  the 
back  door  open,  and  when  I  opened  the  door 
he  was  standing  on  the  outside  right  down 
on  the  ground.  I  didn't  know  who  he  was 
at  that  time,  and  when  I  opened  the  door 
he  just  reached  up  and  caught  me  on  the 
right  side  is  my  recollection.  He  caught 
hold  of  my  coat,  and  I  walked  backward 
and  stepped  back  up  in  the  room,  and  when 


he  stepped  back  in  the  room  he  struck  m* 
in  the  side  with  some  sharp  instrument— 
knife  or  something — in  my  right  side;  ha 
cut  me  in  the  side  with  something  or  other, 
and  by  that  time  I  grabbed  him,  and  ve 
gets  in  a  tussle  there,  and  I  managed  to 
throw  him  down,  and  I  jumped  straddle  of 
him  and  choked  him  until  he  waa  about  oat 
of  breath,  and  I  gets  up  and  goes  back  in 
the  house  on  the  mantle  board  and  get.«  » 
match,  and  come  back  and  struck  the  match, 
and  when  I  come  back  and  struck  the  match 
I  found  out  who  it  was.  It  was  W.  M.  Cox. 
He  was  laying  down  there  by  the  stove  when 
I  struck  the  match."  This  is  a  sufficient 
statement  of  the  prosecuting  witness's  testi- 
mony. Appellant  took  the  stand  in  his  own 
behalf,  and,  in  substance,  testified  that  1m 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  meeting  the  prose- 
cuting witness's  wife  at  various  places  and 
having  intercourse  with  her,  and  that  he 
had  an  appointment  with  her  to  meet  her 
that  night  at  the  prosecuting  witness's  home, 
she  informing  him  that  the  prosecuting  wit- 
ness would  be  away  from  home,  and  that 
he  went  to  the  house  for  that  purpose;  that 
he  had  just  gotten  in  the  house  when  the 
prosecuting  witness  broke  in  on  him;  that 
he  discovered  the  prosecuting  witness's  wife 
was  not  at  home;  and  that  he  immediately 
attempted  to  beat  a  retreat,  and  was  hur- 
riedly leaving  the  place  and  abandoning  the 
premises  of  the  prosecuting  witness,  when 
he  was  pursued  by  the  prosecutor,  knockeJ 
down,  and  in  the  scuffle  he  cut  prosecuting 
witness. 

1.  Now,  upon  this  state  of  facts,  the  court 
charged  the  jury  as  follows:     "If  the  occa- 


killed,  or  any  serious  bodily  injury  to  him- 
self; and  if  the  jury  so  find,  they  will  ac- 
quit the  defendant." 

In  State  v.  Partlow,  90  Mo.  608,  69  Am. 
Rep.  31,  4  S.  W.  14,  it  was  held  that,  al- 
though defendant  may  have  gone  to  de- 
ceased's house  after  having  made  threats 
against  the  life  of  the  man  who  was  then 
being  married  to  deceased's  daughter,  with- 
out any  overt  act  tending  to  bring  on  a  dif- 
ficulty, and  if  at  the  door  he  was  ordered 
away  and  started  away,  really  intending  to 
abandon  the  confiict,  but,  while  retreating 
toward  the  gate,  was  pursued  and  attacked 
by  deceased  and  others,  then,  if  taking  life 
became  necessary  to  save  his  own,  he  was 
justified. 

In  People  v.  Gulick,  Hill  &  D.  Supp.  229, 
it  was  held  that,  though  one  may  be  a  tres- 
passer in  entering  the  house  of  another, 
be  is  not  bound  to  submit  quietly  to  un- 
reasonable or  unnecessary  violence,  but  he 
may,  within  acknowledged  principles,  pro- 
t^ect  himself  by  force  from  unreasonable  or 
wanton  violence  committed,  or  sought  to 
be  committed,  by  the  partr  trespassed  upon. 

In  Crawford  v.  State.  112  Ala.  1,  21  So. 
214,  it  was  held  that  a  plea  of  self-defense 
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was  not  available  to  a  defendant  who  en- 
tered a  room  in  the  nighttime,  having  a 
deadly  weapon  in  his  hand,  his  presence  and 
purposes  unexplained,  and,  being  ordered 
out  by  the  occupant,  retreated,  but  at  or 
near  the  door  of  the  room  shot  the  occu- 
pant, who  had  ordered  him  out  and  followed 
him  to  the  door  with  the  gim. 

In  Scott  V.  Com.  16  Ky.  L.  Rep.  702,  29 
8.  W.  977,  it  appeared  that  deceased  had 
ordered  off  his  premises  a  ruffian  who  had 
come  with  a  pistol  for  the  purpose  of 
breaking  up  a  dance,  and  deceased  ad- 
vanced, defendant  backing,  until  about  H 
feet  had  thus  been  covered,  when  defend- 
ant shot  and  killed  deceased.  It  was  held 
that  defendant  commenced  the  difficulty  by 
unlawfully  refusing  to  leave  the  premisea 
when  requested  to  do  so,  and  in  resisting 
when  deceased  attempted  forcibly  to  re- 
move him,  and  that  the  homicide  could  sot 
be  excused  upon  the  ground  of  self-defense. 
In  this  and  the  preceding  case,  it  should  be 
observed  that,  although  both  defendanM 
backed  away,  it  does  not  appear  that  there 
waa  any  withdrawal  in  the  interest  of 
peace,  any  abandonment  in  good  faith  and 
in  fact. 
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(ion  of  the  difficulty  was  the  entry  of  de- 
fendant into  J.  E.  Fuller's  home  at  night, 
with  intent  to  procure  or  solicit  sexual 
intercourse  with  Fuller's  wife,  and,  being 
found  ther«,  fled,  and  was  pursued  by  Ful- 
ler, then,  in  such  case,  if  defendant  volun- 
tarily stopped,  and  intentionally  cut  Fuller 
with  a  knife  or  other  sharp  instrument  be- 
fore Fuller  had  committed  any  assault  or 
violence  upon  him  further  than  pursuit, 
then  defendant  could  not  claim  or  be  allowed 
any  right  of  self-defense,  and  the  grade  of 
the  assault  thus  committed  would  be  deter- 
mined by  you  from  the  evidence,  under  other 
instructions  herein  given  you  as  to  the  con- 
stituents of  the  different  grades  of  assault, 
submitted  to  you  for  a  finding;  but  if,  while 
fleeing,  defendant  was  overtaken  and  as- 
saulted by  Fuller,  and,  by  choking  or  other 
violence  at  the  hands  of  Fuller,  was  in  dan- 
ger of  death  or  bodily  injury,  and  he  cut 
Fuller  to  protect  himself  from  injury  from 
such  assault,  then,  in  such  latter  case,  al- 
though defendant  could  not,  on  account  of 
his  unlawful  invasion  of  Fuller's  home,  claim 
perfect  or  complete  solf-defense,  yet  the  of- 
fense, if  it  would  otherwise  have  been  an 
assault  with  intent  to  murder,  would  be  re- 
duced in  dofiree  by  reason  of  such  first  as- 
sault by  Fuller,  and  would  be  an  aggravated 
assault."  This  charge  was  complained  of 
by  appellant  because  it  did  not  submit  a 
correct  rule  of  law,. and  that  it  deprived  the 
defendant  of  the  right,  though  his  intention 
at  the  beginning  was  unlawful,  to  aban- 
don any  evil  intention;  and  that  the  same 
was  a  charge  upon  the  weight  of  the  testi- 
mony, and  deprived  the  defendant  of  the 
right  to  defend  himself  against  an  assault 
upon  him,  when  he  had  abandoned  any  evil 
intention  he  may  have  had.  We  think  that 
the  charge  of  the  court  was  error,  and  that 
this  error  was  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of 
appellant,  for  which  the  case  will  have  to 
be  reversed.  A  question  similar  to  this 
came  bofore  the  court  in  the  case  of  Roach 
v.  State,  21  Tex.  App.  249,  17  S.  W.  464.  In 
the  Roach  Case  it  seems  that  Roach  went  to 
the  hou^e  of  Hefner  at  night,  some  5  miles 
north  of  Greenville,  in  Hunt  county.  One 
Poindexter  was  living  at  said  house.  The 
witness  Poindexter  started  to  leave  the  room 
about  9  o'clock  at  night,  and  as  he  opened 
the  door  he  saw  a  man  standing  on  the  edge 
of  the  gallery  in  front  of  the  door.  The  wit- 
ness did  not  at  that  time  recognize  the  par- 
ty, but  afterwards  the  party  was  recognized. 
Poindexter  immediately  closed  the  door,  ran 
back  in  the  bouse,  and  got  his  pistol.  Re- 
turning, the  witness  threw  the  door  wide 
open,  and,  by  means  of  the  light  thrown 
from  the  sitting  room,  saw  and  recognized 
the  defendant.  Defendant  turned  and  fled 
toward  the  gate.  Witness  followed  into  the 
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yard.  When  the  defendant  reached  a  point 
fifteen  or  twenty  steps  from  the  gallery,  he 
turned  and  opened  fire  on  the  witness.  The 
witness  then  Bred  on  the  defendant,  and  ad- 
vanced on  him  until  both  of  them  had  gone 
some  distance  beyond  the  gate.  Several 
shots  were  fired  between  the  parties.  It 
seems  there  had  been  a  diflSculty  previous 
to  this  between  witness  and  the  defendant, 
in  which  the  witness  had  been  shot.  The 
witness  further  testified  upon  cross-examina- 
tion that  the  defendant  made  no  demonstra- 
tion as  if  to  shoot  when  witness  first  went 
to  the  door.  He  made  no  effort  to  shoot 
when  witness  went  outside  with  his  pistol, 
but  fled  towards  the  gate.  Hefner  testified, 
substantially,  to  the  same  facts.  This  court, 
speaking  through  Presiding  Judge  White, 
lays  down  the  doctrine  that  we  think  should 
control  in  this  case,  and  that  is  that,  though 
the  defendant  may  have  been  in  the  wrong 
in  going  to  the  house  of  the  prosecuting  wit- 
ness. Fuller,  and  though  in  law  he  may  have 
been  a  trespasser,  and  that  his  conduct  in 
going  there  was  wrongful,  and  he  must  have 
known  that  it  was  likely  to  provoke  a  diffi- 
culty should  he  be  discovered  by  the  hus- 
band on  the  night  in  question,  and  if,  when 
caught  in  the  house,  under  these  circum- 
stances, he,  in  extremity,  should  kill,  or  de- 
fend himself  from  an  assault  by,  the  hus- 
band, he  could  not  plead  perfect  self-defense, 
yet,  if  he  abandoned  the  premises,  and  he 
should  be  pursued  and  assaulted,  then  his 
perfect  right  of  self-defense  would  be  re- 
stored. This,  we  think,  is  the  proposition 
as  laid  down  in  the  Roach  Case,  supra. 
Says  the  court  in  that  case :  "If  the  defend- 
ant, intending  to  kill  Poindexter,  went  to 
the  house  where  he  resided  with  a  purpose 
to  waylay  and  murder  him,  and  thus  pro- 
voked the  occasion  which  resulted  in  his 
having  to  shoot  at  Poindexter,  then  he  could 
not  claim  that  his  act  was  in  self-defense. 
If,  however,  he  was  a  mere  trespasser  upon 
the  premises,  and  thus  provoked  the  occasion 
vhich  resulted  in  his  shooting  at  Poindexter, 
without  any  intent  on  defendant's  part  to 
kill  Poindexter,  or  do  him  serious  bodily  in- 
jury, and  without  intent  to  commit  any 
felony,  in  such  case  he  would  not  be  deprived 
wholly  of  the  right  of  self-defense,  but  such 
right  would  only  be  partial  and  imperfect, 
and  such  as  would  operate  to  reduce  a  homi- 
cide, had  he  committed  a  homicide,  from 
murder  to  manslaughter;  and  when  a  homi- 
cide had  not  been  committed,  then  the  of- 
fense would  be  reduced  from  assault  with 
intent  to  murder  to  aggravated  assault. 
.  .  .  If  defendant  went  upon  the  premises 
with  intent  to  kill  Poindexter,  yet,  if  he 
abandoned  such  intention  in  good  faith,  and 
tried  to  escape  from  or  avoid  his  adversary, 
then,  if  he  was  pursued,  his  right  of  self- 
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defense  revives.  Of  course,  there  must  be 
a  real  and  bona  fide  abandonment  and  with- 
drawal on  his  part;  for,  if  there  be  not, 
then  he  will  still  continue  to  be  regarded  as 
the  aggressor."  See  also  the  cases  of  Arto 
V.  State,  19  Tex.  App.  126;  King  v.  State, 
13  Tex.  App.  277;  Jones  v.  State,  17  Tex. 
App.  602;  Franklin  v.  State,  34  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  286,  30  S.  W.  231;  Reed  y.  State,  11 
Tex.  App.  509,  40  Am.  Rep.  795.  So,  it 
seems  that  in  this  case  the  court  neglected 
to  charge  the  jury  that,  if  appellant  had 
abandoned  the  purpose  for  which  he  went 
to  the  house,  and  while  being  pursued  and 
assaulted,  he  would  then  have  the  perfect 
right  of  self-defense.  This  we  understand 
to  be  the  law,  and  that  the  charge  given 
by  the  court  was  not  the  law,  and  takes 
away  from  appellant  the  right  to  defend 
himself  in  all  cases  where  his  intention  and 
purpose  were  unlawful,  yet,  if  he  had  aban- 
doned the  same  in  good  faith,  and  was  then 
being  pursued,  he  would  have  the  perfect 
right  of  self-defense. 

7or  the  error  of  the  court  in  its  charge 
to  the  jury  in  limiting  appellant's  right  of 
self-defense,  where  he  inflicted  the  injury 
when  being  "pursued  and  assaulted,  after  he 
had  abandoned  the  purpose  for  which  he 
had  gone  to  the  house,  the  case  must  be  re- 
versed and  remanded,  and  it  is  accordingly 
so  ordered. 


MINNESOTA    SUPREME    COURT. 

GUST  ANDERSON,  Respt., 

V. 

PITTSBURG  COAL  COMPANY,  Implead- 
ed, etc.,  Appt. 

(108  Minn.  455,  122  N.  W.  794.) 

Master  —  Injury  to  servant  —  proximate 
cause  —  Jury  —  fellow  servants  — 
test  —  delegation  of  duty  to  warn  — 
custom  —  excessive  damages. 

Plaintiff,  engaged  as  a  coal  heaver  in 
unloading  the  hold  of  defendant's  boat,  was 
knocked  down  by  a  coaL  bucket  operated  by 
a  crane,  which  had  acquired  "too  much 
swing."  The  hatch  tender  signaled  the 
hoister  to  stop  it  and  drop  it  down.  He 
did  not  warn  plaintiff,  as  his  duty  and 
custom  required.  The  hoister  dropped  the 
bucket.  It  struck  plaintiff,  and  produced 
the  injuries  for  which  recovery  is  sought. 
It  is  held: 

(1)  Whether  the  proximate  cause  of  the 
injury  was  the  dropping  of  the  clam  shell 
upon  plaintiff,  or  the  previous  swinging  of 
the  bucket,  was  a  question  of  fact  for  the, 
jury. 

(2)  The  failure  of  the  hatch  tender  to 

Headnote  by  Jaqqabd,  J. 
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?;ive  plaintiff  the  customary  warning  be- 
ore  the  bucket  was  lowered  was  the  negli- 
gence of  a  vice  principal,  and  not  of  a  fel- 
low servant. 

(a)  The  value  of  a  particular  decision 
as  a  precedent  is  to  be  determined  by  refer- 
ence, not  only  to  identity  of  its  facts  with 
the  facts  in  issue,  but  also  to  identity  of 
the  principle  upon  which  that  decision  is 
based  with  the  pertinent  rules  establishe<l 
in  the  jurisdiction  in  which  the  controversy 
is  pending.  Decisions  of  other  courts  that 
under  given  circumstances  a  servant  is  a 
fellow  servant  of  another  are  not  persua- 
sive in  this  court,  unless  the  criterion  by 
which  the  relationship  is  determined  is  the 
same  as  in  this  jurisdicticn ;  namely,  that  a 
fellow  servant  is  one  to  whom  the  master 
has  not  intrusted  the  performance  of  some 
absolute  nonassignable  duty. 

(b)  Subject  to  restrictions  arising  under 
particular  circumstances,  the  general  rule 
IS  "that  the  delegation  to  an  employee  of 
the  duty  of  taking  such  measures  as  are 
within  the  power  of  the  master  to  protect 
employees  against  danger  while  at  work 
cannot  relieve  the  master  from  liability  if 
the  employee  to  whom  such  duty  is  deputed 
does  not  exercise  reasonable  care  in  its  dis- 
charge." 

(c)  While  the  dutj  of  the  master  to 
warn  the  servant  of  impending  danger,  as 
distinguished  from  the  duty  to  instruct  a 
youthful  or  inexperienced  servant,  may  not, 
under   all   circumstances,   be   absolute   and 


Note.  —  la  the  duty  of  the  master  to  in- 
struct or  warn  servants  delegable. 

I.  Introduction,  624. 
II.  Impending  dangers. 

a.  General    statements    of    the   rule, 

026. 

b.  Of   machinery,    tools,    and    appli- 

ances,   629. 

c.  Of   the   working  place   and   peril- 

ous operations,  033. 

d.  Of    new    and    extraordinary    per- 

ils,   637. 
JII.  Transitory  and  recurring  dangers. 

a.  In   general,    639. 

b.  Of  blasting  and  attendant  perils, 

640. 

c.  Of  hoisting  and  loading,  642. 

d.  Of  falling  things,  645. 

e.  Of  the  starting  of  machinery,  647. 

f.  Of  external  dangers,  648. 

rV.  Transitory  and  nonrecurring  dangers, 
649. 

7.  Introduction. 

This  note  does  not  include  cases  wUeh 
turn  upon  the  question  whether  the  master 
owes  a  primary  duty  to  the  servant  to  in- 
struct or  warn.  Assuming  that  the  master 
owes  a  duty  to  provide  for  instruction  or 
warning,  the  question  herein  ia  whether  be 
has  done  everything  necessary  when  he  has 
assigned  this  duty  to  a  competent  servant. 
The  note,  of  course,  does  not  include  cases 
in  which  it  is  held  that  it  is  the  master's 
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nonassignable,  the  general  rule  is  that, 
when  an  employee  is  at  work  in  a  place 
safe  in  itself,  but  which,  by  virtue  of  some 
independent  work  done  for  the  master's 
purposes,  becomes  dangerous  unless  prior 
warning  of  impending  danger  be  given,  and 
when  the  master  has  required  such  warn- 
ing to  be  given,  or  has  customarily  as- 
sumed to  give  such  warning  by  an  em- 
ployee, the  person  charged  with  that  duty 
is  a  vice  principal. 

(3)  A  verdict  of  $8,000  for  plaintiff's  in- 
juries, whereby  his  leg  was  shortened  about 
3  inches,  a  curvature  of  the  spine  was  pro- 
duced, and  a  permanent  inability  to  do 
hard  work  resulted,  in  addition  to  other  in- 
juries, is  held  not  to  have  been  so  excessive 
as  to  justify  a  new  trial. 

(July  23,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  Pittsburg  Coal 
Company,  from  an  order  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  for  St.  Louis  County,  denying 
its  motion  for  judgment  notwithstanding 
a  verdict  for  plaintiff,  or  for  a  new  trial. 


in  an  action  brought  to  recover  damages 
for  personal  injuries  alleged  to  have  been 
caused  by  defendant's  negligence.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Kennedy,  for  appellant: 

The  hatch  tender  was  a  fellow  servant 
with  the  plaintiff,  as  both  were  engaged  in 
the  common  undertaking  of  unloading  the 
coal. 

Portance  v.  Leigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  101 
Wis.  574,  70  Am.  St.  Rep.  932,  77  N.  W. 
875;  Lindvall  v.  Woods,  41  Minn.  212,  4 
L.R.A.  793,  42  N.  W.  1020;  2  Labatt,  Mast. 
&  S.  p.  607 ;  Berneche  v.  Hilliard,  101  Minn. 
366,  112  N.  W.  392;  O'Niel  v.  Great  North- 
ern R.  Co.  80  Minn.  27,  61  L.R.A.  532,  82 
N.  W.  1086;  Doerr  v.  Daily  News  Pub.  Co. 
97  Minn.  248,  106  N.  W.  1044;  Jemming 
V.  Great  Northern  R.  Co.  96  Minn.  302,  1 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  696,  104  N.  W.  1079;  Pasco 
V.  Minneapolis  Steel  &,  Machinery  Co.  105 
Minn.  132,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  153,  117  N. 
W.  479. 

Tha  damages,  as  fixed  by  the  jury,  are 


duty  to  provide  for  signals,  and  that  he  is 
liable  because  he  has  not  set  a  competent 
person  at  giving  such  signals,  as  where  he 
has  assigned  a  servant  to  warn,  who  is  so 
engrossed  and  busied  with  his  other  duties 
that  he  cannot  properly  and  efficiently  give 
the  necessary  signals.  The  Pioneer,  78  Fed. 
600. 

Cases  dealing  with  the  question  of  the 
delegability  of  the  duty  to  light  .dangerous 
places  have  also  been  excluded.  For  au- 
thorities on  this  point  see:  English  v.  Ami- 
don,  72  N.  H.  301,  56  Atl.  548;  Miller  v. 
Centralia  Pulp  &.  Water  Power  Co.  134  Wis. 
316,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  742,  113  N.  W.  954; 
Devaney  v.  Degnon-McLean  Constr.  Co.  79 
App.  Div.  62,  79  N.  Y.  Supp.  1050,  affirmed 
in  178  N.  Y.  620,  70  N.  E.  1098;  Simmons 
V.  Peters,  20  App.  Div.  251,  46  N.  Y.  Supp. 
800;  Sunney  v.  Holt,  15  Fed.  880;  Living- 
stone V.  Saginaw  Plate  Glass  Co.  146  Mich. 
236,  109  N.  W.  431. 

The  main  difficulty  in  making  a  complete 
collection  of  cases  on  this  subject  arises 
from  the  varying  tests  for  determining 
whether  the  n^ligent  servant  is  a  vice  prin- 
cipal or  a  fellow  servant  of  the  injured  em- 
ployee. If  th§  master  is  held  liable  on  the 
gro'und  that  the  servant  failing  to  warn 
was  a  vice  principal  because  of  his  rank, 
manifestly  such  a  case  is  of  no  value  as  an 
authority  on  the  delegability  of  the  duty 
to  warn.  On  the  other  hand,  in  jurisdic- 
tions where  the  superior-servant  doctrine 
or  the  different-department  doctrine  does 
not  prevail,  where  the  question  as  to  vice 
principalship  turns  solely  upon  the  nature 
of  the  act,  that  is,  whether,  in  doing  the 
particular  act,  the  negligent  servant  is  per- 
forming a  personal  duty  of  the  master,  or 
not,  a  decision  that  the  servant  failing  to 
warn  is  a  vice  principal  or  a  fellow  serv- 
ant is  essentially  a  decision  on  the  delega- 
bility of  the  duty  to  warn. 
26  L.RJl.(N.S.)  40 


In  jurisdictions  in  which  the  superior- 
servant  doctrine  is  maintained,  it  has  often 
been  decided  that  the  servant  failing  to 
warn  is  a  fellow  servant,  where  the  ques- 
tion raised  was  whether  he  was  a  vice  prin- 
cipal  by  virtue  of  his  rank.  In  such  a  case, 
the  negligent  servant  having  been  held  to 
have  been  a  fellow  servant,  it  might  be  in- 
ferred that  this  was  a  holding  that  the 
duty  to  warn  is  delegable.  These  cases  are 
of  no  value,  however,  as  authorities  on  the 
delegability  to  warn,  because  they  turn 
wholly  on  the  question  whether  the  negli- 
gent servant  was  of  superior  rank  or  not, 
the  question  whether  the  master's  duty  to 
warn  is  absolute  not  having  been  presented 
to  the  court,  which,  had  that  question  been 
argued,  might  have  held  the  master  liable 
on  the  theory  that  the  duty  to  warn  is  per- 
sonal, although  deciding  that  the  master 
could  not  be  held  responsible  on  the  theory 
that  the  negligent  servant  was.  a  vice  prin- 
cipal by  virtue  of  his  rank. 

Likewise,  where  the  master  is  sought  to  be 
held  bound  on  the  theory  that  the  negligent 
servant  is  a  vice  principal  within  the  mean- 
ing of  statutes  making  control  the  test, 
and  it  is  held  that  the  negligent  servant  is 
not  the  superior  of  the  injured  servant  in 
this  respect,  but  is  only  a  fellow  servant, 
the  cases  are  excluded,  the  question  wheth- 
er the  duty  to  warn  is  personal  not  being 
presented.  In  such  cases,  that  the  duty  to 
warn  is  delegable  is  either  conceded,  or  the 
question  is  overlooked  by  both  court  and 
counsel. 

Some  difficulty  is  also  presented  by  an- 
other class  of  cases  in  which  the  con- 
tention is  that  the  master  is  not  liable 
becau.se  the  neglect  to  warn  is  a  mere  de- 
tail of  the  work.  A  decision  that  the  mas- 
ter is  not  liable  because  the  neglect  to  warn 
is  a  detail  of  the  work  might  very  properly 
be  taken  to  mean  that  the  master  owed  no 
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excessive,  and  appear  to  have  been  given 
under  the  influence  of  passion  or  prejudice. 

Mag:au  v.  Great  Northern  R.  Co.  100 
Minn.  375,  119  N.  W.  200. 

Mr.  John  Jenswold,  Jr.,  for  respond- 
ent: 

The  negligent  act  of  the  hatch  tender  was 
the  act  of  a  vice  principal. 

Gray  t.  Commutator  Co.  85  Minn.  463, 
89  N.  W.  322;  Peterson  v.  American  Grass 
Twine  Co.  90  Minn.  343,  96  N.  W.  913; 
Fitzgerald  v.  International  Flax  Twine  Co. 
104  Minn.  148,  116  N.  W.  475;  Carlson  v. 
Northwestern  Teleph.  Exch.  Co.  63  Minn. 
433,  65  N.  W.  914;  Dell  v.  McGrath,  92 
Minn.  187,  99  N.  W.  029;  Reberk  v.  Horno 
&  D.  Co.  85  Minn.  320,  88  N.  W.  1003; 
Perras  v.  A.  Booth  &  Co.  82  Minn.  191, 
84  N.  W.  739,  85  N.  W.  179;  Borgerson  v. 
Cook  Stone  Co.  91  Minn.  91,  97  N.  W.  734; 
Barrett  t.  Reardon,  95  Minn.  429,  104  N. 
W.  309;  Comers  v.  Washburn-Crosby  Co. 
91  Minn.  105,  97  N.  W.  733;  Sims  v.  Ameri- 
can Steel  Barge  Co.  56  Minn.  73,  45  Am.  St. 
Rep.  461,  57  N.  W.  322. 

It  is  the  master's  duty  to  advise  the 
servant  of  any  change  which  renders  his 
place  of  work  unsafe. 

Kohout  V.  Newman,  96  Minn.  61,  104  N. 
W.  764;  Barrett  v.  Reardon,  95  Minn.  425, 
l04  N.  W.  309;   Abel  v.  Butler-Ryan  Co. 


66  Minn.  16,  68  N.  W.  205;  Hess  ▼.  Adam- 
ant Mfg.  Co.  66  Minn.  79,  68  N.  W.  774; 
Ready  v.  Peavy  Elevator  Co.  89  Minn.  164, 
94  N.  W.  442 ;  Borgerson  v.  Cook  Stone  Co. 
supra;  Lohman  t.  Swift  &  Co.  105  Minn. 
148,  117  N.  W.  418. 

It  is  the  master's  duty  to  keep  the  place 
of  work  in  a  safe  condition. 

Perras  v.  A.  Booth  &  Co.  supra;  Renlund 
V.  Commodore  Min.  Co.  89  Minn.  41,  99 
Am.  St.  Rep.  534,  93  N.  W.  1057;  Borger- 
son V.  Cook  Stone  Co.  supra;  Owens  r. 
Savage,  93  Minn.  468,  101  N.  W.  790;  Jen- 
sen V.  Commodore  Min.  Co.  94  Minn.  53, 
101  N.  W.  944. 

When  an  employee  is  engaged  in  a  danger- 
ous place  of  work  which  has  a  tendency,  in 
the  ordinary  course,  to  result  in  harm  un- 
less prior  warning  of  the  impending  danger 
be  given,  and  the  master  has  either  personal- 
ly or  through  an  employee  assumed  cus- 
tomarily to  give  such  warning,  the  person 
charged  with  that  duty  is  a  vice  principal, 
and  for  his  negligence  therein  the  master 
is  liable. 

Hjelm  T.  Western  Granite  Contracting 
Co.  04  Minn.  169,  102  N.  W.  384;  Fitz- 
gerald v.  International  Flax  Twine  Co.  104 
Minn.  147,  116  N.  W.  475;  Lohman  y. 
Swift  &  Co.  supra. 

The  award  of  damages  is  not  60  excessive 


primary  duty  to  warn;  and,  of  course,  if 
that  were  so,  no  room  would  be  left  for  the 
question  of  delegability  of  the  duty.  It  is 
evident,  however,  that  where  the  courts  use 
the  words  "detail  of  the  work,"  in  connec- 
tion with  the  duty  to  warn,  they  often 
mean  tliereby  that  the  duty  is  delegable. 
Such  cases  are  included  in  this  note. 

For  cases  on  the  question  whether  the 
duty  of  a  railroad  or  a  street  railway  com- 
pany with  respect  to  signals  or  warnings  Is 
delegable,  which  are  excluded  from  this  note, 
see  note  to  Carter  v.  McDermott,  10  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  1103.  See  also  notes  to  Stevens  v. 
Chamberlain,  51  L.R.A.  513,  on  "Vice  prin- 
cipalsliip  considered  with  reference  to  the 
superior  rank  of  a  negligent  servant;"  and 
Lafayette  Bridge  Co.  v.  Olsen,  54  L.R.A. 
33,  on  "Vice  principalship  as  determined 
with  reference  to  the  character  of  the  act 
which  caused  the  injury." 

As  to  the  primary  duty  of  the  master  to 
warn,  see  notes  to  James  v.  Rapides  Lum- 
ber Co.  44  L.R.A.  33,  on  "The  duty  of  a 
master  to  instruct  and  warn  his  servants 
as  to  the  perils  of  the  employment;"  to  An- 
derson v.  Columbia  Improv.  Co.  2  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  840,  on  "Duty  to  instruct  servant 
as  to  danger  in  felling  trees ;"  to  Cooper  v. 
Cashman,  3  L.R.A.{N.8.)  209,  on  "Duty  to 
warn  servant  against  vicious  horse;"  to 
Bare  v.  Crane  Creek  Coal  &'  Coke  Co.  8 
L.R.A.  (N.S. )  284,  on  "Instructing  minor 
who  is  of  insufTicient  age  or  capacity  to 
comprehend  dangers  of  employment  as  af- 
fecting master's  responsibility*;"  to  Hardy 
26  L.RJi.(N.S.) 


V.  ChicacD,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  19  L.RJL 
(N.S.)  99',  on  "Duty  to  warn  servant  en- 
gaged in  blasting  of  the  dangers  therefrom;" 
to  Ahem  v.  Amoskeag  Mfg.  Co.  21  L.RA. 
(N.S.)  89,  on  "Duty  of  master  to  adopt 
rules  to  protect  servant  or  warn  him  against 
dangers  not  reasonably  to  be  apprehended;" 
and  to  Rallies  v.  J.  Thompson  &  Sons  Mfg. 
Co.  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  206,  on  "Duty  of  mas- 
ter as  to  instructing  and  warning  servant 
unable  to  understand  English." 

//.  Impending  dangers. 

a.  General  statements  of  the  rule. 

It  has  been  deemed  an  advantage,  in  con- 
sidering the  conflicting  cases  on  this  sub- 
ject, to  arrange  and  compare  them  with 
reference  to  three  general  classes  of  dan- 
gers to  which  servants  are  subjected.  The 
first  of  these  comprises  those  dangers  which 
are  nontransitory,  which  generally  exist 
when  the  servant  goes  to  work,  but  which 
may  arise  afterwards, — dangers  which,  in 
this  note,  will  be  termed  "impending  dan- 
gers." The  second  class,  of  dangers  com- 
prises those  perils  which  arise  necessarily 
during  the  progress  of  the  work,  which  are 
therefore  to  be  expected,  and  which  may  be 
guarded  .-tgainst,— -dangers  which  are  here- 
in termed  "transitory  and  recurring  dan- 
gers." The  third  class  of  dangers  comprises 
those  which  arise  during  the  progress  of  the 
work,  which  are  momentary  and  unneces- 
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aa  to  jostify  the  conclusion  that  they  were 
given  under  ttte  influence  of  passion  or 
prejudice. 

Viou  ▼.  Brooka-Scanlon  Lumber  Co.  09 
Mian.  102,  108  K.  W.  891,  9  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cm.  318;  North  Chicago  Street  R.  Co.  T. 
Fitzgihbons,  79  111.  App.  632;  Devoy  v.  St. 
Louis  Transit  Co.  192  Mo.  197,  91  S.  W. 
140;  Chicago  v.  Merwin,  105  111.  App.  168; 
Geoi^  T.  Stagg  Co.  v.  Brightwell,  28  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  1229,  92  S.  W.  8;  Funston  v. 
Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  61  Iowa,  452, 
16  N.  W.  518;  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Crowder, 
130  Ala.  256,  30  So.  692. 

Jaggard,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Plaintiff  and  respondent,  a  coal  heaver, 
was  engaged  in  unloading  defendant's  boat, 
loaded  with  coal.  Clam  shells,  or  buckets, 
4  feet  wide  and  7  feet  long  when  closed, 
were  lowered  into  and  raised  out  of  hatch- 
ways by  means  of  wire  cables  running  over 
sheaves  at  the  end  of  booms  which  were 
projected  over  the  vessel.  The  boat  being 
unloaded  was  provided  with  an  upper  and 
a  middle  deck.  At  the  time  of  the  accident 
here  involved,  the  coal  was  being  taken 
from  the  hold.  The  machinery  was  operated 
by  a  man  known  as  a  "hoister,"  who  re- 
ceived, from  a  man  on  deck,  known  as  a 


"hatch  tender,"  signals  by  which  his  ae- 
tions  were  governed  in  controlling  the  move- 
ments of  the  clam  shell.  Immediately  be- 
fore the  accident  the  clam  shell  had  been 
lowered  and  was  swung  by  plaintiff  to  a 
place  in  the  hold  of  the  boat.  The  clam 
shell  was  closed  under  the  coal.  Plaintiff 
was  steadying  it.  The  clam  shell  caught  a 
part  of  the  iloor  of  the  boat.  Additional 
power  was  put  on  the  hoisting  apparatus. 
When  the  bucket  was  raised  it  carried  along 
a  part  of  a  board.  It  swung  against  plain- 
tiff, and  knocked  him  down  on  the  coal  in 
the  hold,  but  did  not  injure  him.  The 
bucket  was  "swinging  too  far  away."  It  had 
acquired  too  much  swing,  so  the  hatch  tend- 
er signaled  the  hoister  to  stop  it,  and  shout- 
ed, "Down  the  bucket  1"  The  hoister  drop- 
ped it  on  plaintiff's  right  hip  while  he  was 
lying  on  the  coal  and  before  he  could  get 
away.  The  hatch  tender  did  not  give  the 
signal  or  warning  required  by  his  prescribed 
duty  and  the  custom  then  current.  The 
bucket  was  raised,  when  someone  "hollered," 
and  was  swung  over  to  the  other  side.  It 
then  swung  back  to  the  place  where  plain- 
tiff was,  and  hit  him  again  on  his  left  leg 
above  the  knee.  The  clam  shell  lay  on  the 
top  of  him  a  minute  or  so,  and  then  was 
moved  to  the  center  of  the  hatch  and  was 
lowered  down.    According  to  the  plaintiff's 


sary,— dangers  which  are  herein  termed 
"transitory  and  nonrecurring  dangers." 

The  general  statements  as  to  the  non- 
delegability of  the  master's  duty  to  instruct 
and  warn  servants,  appearing  in  the  follow- 
ing paragraphs  in  this  subdivision  of  the 
note,  are  in  harmony,  but  must  not  be  un- 
derstood to  apply  necessarily  to  transitory 
recurring  or  nonrecurring  dangers.  The 
courts  seem  to  be  in  accord  on  the  rule  that 
the  master's  duty  to  instruct  or  warn  as 
to  impending  dangers  cannot  be  delegated. 

The  duty  to  instruct  and  warn  an  em- 
ployee in  cases  where  such  warning  is  re- 
quired is  the  duty  of  the  master,  which 
cannot  be  delegated.  Gussart  v.  Greenleaf 
Stone  Co.  134  Wis.  418,  114  N.  W.  709. 

Among  the  nonassignable  duties  of  the 
master  is  that  of  instruction  of  servants. 
Moore  v.  Dublin  Cotton  Mills,  127  Ga.  609, 
10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  772,  66  S.  E.  839. 

Among  the  duties  for  the  nonperform- 
ance of  which  the  master  cannot  escape  lia- 
bility by  delegating  their  performance  to 
another  is  the  duty  to  give  his  servants 
timely  warning  of  dangers  which  are  known, 
or  ought  to  1^  known,  to  the  master,  but 
which  are  neither  known  nor  patent  to  the 
servant.  Beresford  v.  American  Coal  Co. 
124  Iowa,  34,  70  L.R.A.  256,  98  N.  W.  902. 

Where  the  master  delegated  a  servant  to 
instruct  a  green  hand,  the  master's  liabil- 
ity is  not  affected  because  the  servant  to 
whom  he  delegated  this  duty  was  a  fellow 
servant  of  the  uninstruoted  employee.  Mal- 
len  V.  Waldowski,  101  111.  App.  367,  rc- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


versed  on  another  point  in  203  111.  88,  67 
N.  E.  400. 

The  duty  to  warn  and  instruct  a  youth  of 
inexperience  rests  upon  the  master,  and  can- 
not be  delegated  to  another,  so  as  to  re- 
lieve the  master  of  the  primary  duty  and  re- 
sponsibility. Owensboro  Wagon  Co.  v.  Bol- 
ing,  32  Ky.  L.  Rep.  816,  107  S.  W.  264. 

The  duty  of  the  master  to  inform  the 
servant  of  the  special  danger  of  his  situa- 
tion, and  of  the  machinery  and  appliances 
with  and  about  which  he  is  employed,  is 
nonassignable.  Norton  v.  Volzke,  ISS  111. 
402,  49  Am.  St.  Rep.  167,  41  N.  E.  1086. 

Among  the  duties  of  the  master  which 
cannot  be  lawfully  delegated  to  a  foreman 
or  other  employee  is  that  of  warning  an  in- 
experienced servant,  set  to  work  in  a  place 
of  danger,  of  the  perils  of  the  employment 
in  which  he  is  engaged.  Vitto  v.  Farley, 
15  Misc.  163,  36  N.  Y.  Supp.  1106,  affirmed 
in  16  App.  Div.  329,  44  N.  Y.  Supp.  1. 

The  master  must  give  warning  of  latent 
dangers,  not  discoverable  by  reasonable  and 
ordinary  exercise  of  diligence  on  the  part 
of  his  employees.  Fones  v.  Phillips,  39  Ark. 
17,  43  Am.  Rep.  264. 

In  Schminkey  v.'T.  M.  Sinclair  &  Co.  137 
Ind.  130,  114  N.  W.  612,  it  is  said  that  it 
is  plainly  the  duty  of  the  master  to  warn 
his  employee  of  new  and  latent  dangers, 
and  that  this  duty  cannot  be  delegated  to 
another  in  such  a  manner  as  to  relieve  the 
master  from  the  results  of  nonperformance. 

Among  the  nonassignable  duties  of  a  mas- 
ter to  a  servant  is  that  of  using  ordinary 
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testimony  the  hatch  tender  could  have  seen 
plaintiff  while  he  was  lying  on  the  coal 
after  having  been  struck  by  the  clam.  The 
hatch  tender  testified  that  he  looked  at  the 
holster  when  he  gave  the  signal  to  lower 
the  bucket.  He  did  not  look  down  where  the 
plaintiff  was.  Ue  had,  however,  seen  the 
plaintiff  take  hold  of  the  clam  when  it  de- 
scended through  the  hatchway  and  push  it 
to  one  side.  The  testimony  as  to  whetlier 
he  saw  plaintiff  when  the  clam  shell  was 
swinging  is  not  clear.  The  jury  returned 
a  verdict  of  $8,000.  This  appeal  was  taken 
from  the  order  of  the  trial  court  denying 
defendant's  alternative  motion. 

1.  Whether  the  proximate  cause  of  the 
injury  was  the  dropping  of  the  clam  shell 
upon  plaintiff,  or  the  previous  swinging  of 
the  bucket,  was  a  question  of  pure  fact. 
The  jury  was  entitled  to  believe  the  plain- 
tiff's version.  'Its  finding  for  him  should 
not  be  disturbed  because  of  this  question. 

2.  The  principal  contention  of  defendant 
is  that,  under  the  rules  laid  down  by  the 
authorities,  it  had  performed  its  absolute 
duty  to  plaintiff,  that  the  failure  of  the 
hatchman  to  give  warning  was  a  mere  detail 
of  the  work,  and  that  therefore  he  and 
plaintiff  were  fellow  servants. 

A.  The  rules  of  law  as  to  how  far  the 
master  may  delegate  his  duty  to  his  serv- 


ant appear  in  a  measure  to  have  betn  rttlier 
rendered  uncertain  than  to  have  been  defi- 
nitely determined  by  the  mass  of  dedsion 
on  this  subject.  The  opinion  has  been 
frequently  expressed  as  in  Brabbitt  t. 
Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co.  (1875)  38  Wii. 
289-299:  "It  would  be  monstrous  to  aUow 
[the  master]  to  relieve  .  .  . 
[himself]  from  all  liability  for  a  breach  of 
that  duty  [to  the  servant]  by  simpl;  ebai- 
gingoneof  .  .  .  [his]  inferior  oflicen  or 
servants  with  its  performance."  This  prin- 
ciple has  been  reiterated  times  without 
number  by  the  Wisconsin  court  and  by  al- 
most every  court  in  the  country.  An  espe- 
cially clear  statement  of  the  master's  duty 
to  protect  in  fact — to  actually  do  what  cir- 
cumstances require,  and  not  merely  to  em- 
ploy another  to  do  for  him — will  be  found 
in  Toledo  Brewing  &  Malting  Co.  v.  Bosch, 
41  C.  C.  A.  482,  101  Fed.  530.  And  nee  i 
Labatt,  Mast  &  8.  §§  55*2,  553,  530.  To 
universally  apply  this  principle  to  the  mas- 
ter's duty  concerning  a  safe  place  would 
necessarily  impose  liability  on  the  master 
in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  and,  it  has 
been  thought,  would  practically  eliminate 
the  doctrine  of  fellow  servant.  Courts  hav« 
properly  refused  to  go  to  this  extent.  In 
consequence,  such  application  has  been  re- 
stricted,   usually    with   reason,    but   some- 


care  to  instruct  him  as  to  both  latent  and 
patent  dangers,  so  that  he  will  be  enabled 
to  perform  his  duties  in  safety  to  himself. 
St.  Louis  Stave  &  Lumber  Co.  t.  Sawyer, 
90  Ark.  473,  119  S.  W.  830. 

The  duty  to  warn  an  employee  of  latent 
dangers  in  the  work  which  he  cannot,  in  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  care,  be  expected  to 
ascertain,  is  one  that  the  master  cannot 
delegate.  Williams  v.  North  Wisconsin 
Lumber  Co.  124  Wis.  328,  102  N.  W.  589. 

Among  the  personal  duties  which  the  mas- 
ter owes  to  his  servant  is  that  of  warning 
him  of  latent  defects  and  dangers  which  are, 
or  ought  to  be,  known  to  the  master,  and  of 
which  the  servant,  without  fault,  is  igno- 
rant; and  this  duty,  therefore,  cannot  be 
delegated.  Donk  Bros.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  v. 
Thil,  228  III.  233,  81  N.  E.  867. 

The  duty  to  give  proper  warning  of  dan- 
gers known  to  the  master,  and  not  known  to 
the  servant,  is  within  the  personal  duties 
of  the  master;  and  hence,  a  servant  commis- 
sioned with  that  authoritv  acts  in  that  re- 
spect as  a  vice  principal.  Borgerson  v.  Cook 
Stone  Co.  91  Minn.  01,  97  N.  W.  734. 

In  Atlas  Engine  Works  v.  Randall,  100 
Ind.  297,  50  Am.  Rep.  798,  it  is  said  that 
one  of  the  well-recognized  duties  of  the  mas- 
ter is  not  to  expose  an  inexperienced  servant 
at  whose  hands  he  requires  a  dangerous  serv- 
ice to  such  danger  without  giving  him  warn- 
ing; that  he  must  also  give  him  such  in- 
structions as  will  enable  him  to  avoid  in- 
jury, unless  both  the  danger  and  the  means  I 
of  avoiding  it  while  he  is  performing  the  I 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


-service  required  are  apparent;  that  these 
are  obligations  of  the  master,  and  that  he 
cannot  exempt  himself  from  liability  bj 
delegating  his  power  to  another,  upon  whom 
the  obligation  to  instruct  and  caution  is  al- 
so imposed. 

In  Smith  v.  Hillside  Coal  &  L  Co.  186  Pa. 
28,  40  Atl.  287,  it  was  said  that  a  master's 
duty  to  give  adequate  instructions  to  such 
of  his  employees  as,  from  age,  inexperience, 
or  other  sulTiclent  cause,  are  ignorant  of  the 
dangers  of  their  employment,  is  similar  in 
its  nature  to  that  required  in  the  employ- 
ment of  competent  fellow  workmen,  and  fur- 
nishing safe  machinery,  etc.;  that  these  are 
the  duties  which  the  master  owes  to  hii 
servants,  and  from  which  he  can  relieve  him- 
self only  by  performance. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  master  who  knowing- 
ly employs  youthful  or  inexperienced  serv- 
ants, and  subjects  them  to  the  control  of 
others,  to  give  them  such  warnings  of  their 
danger  as  their  youth  and  inexperience  de- 
mand; and  these  are  duties  which  the  mas- 
ter cannot  relieve  himself  of  by  showing 
that  he  delegated  their  performance  to  an- 
other servant,  who  was  negligent  in  respect 
thereto.  Newbury  v.  Getchel  &  M.  Lumber 
&  Mfg.  Co.  100  Iowa,  441,  62  Am.  St  Rep. 
682,  69  N.  W.  743. 

A  master's  duty  of  giving  notice  to  hit 
servant  of  risks  and  perils  to  which  the  lat- 
ter will  be  exposed  in  the  course  of  his  on- 
ployment,  when  such  duty  exists,  is  sn  af- 
firmative, positive  duty,  for  the  nonper- 
formance of  which  the  master  will  be  liable. 
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time*  to  tn  unjustifiable  «xtremo.  Thus 
it  has  even  been  held  that  "the  positive, 
personal,  and  non-delegable  duty  of  a  mas- 
ter to  provide  a  reasonably  safe  place  in 
which,  and  reasonably  safe  appliances  with 
whieh,  to  work,  or  a  reasonably  safe  method 
of  doing  the  work,  is  a  duty  of  construction 
and  provision,  and  not  of  operation."  Kin- 
sear  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Carlisle,  82  0.  C.  A.  81, 
1S2  Fed.  933.  And  see  Pennsylvania  Co. 
▼.  Fishack,  59  C.  C.  A.  869,  123  Fed.  467. 
The  authorities  as  \o  when  and  how  far 
the  master  may,  by  selection  of  proper  serv- 
ants and  by  adequate  directions  to  them  to 
warn,  as  distinguished  from  instructing 
other  servants  of  danger,  secure  exoneration 
from  harm  inflicted  on  such  other  servants 
by  such  other  failure  in  fact  to  warn,  are 
certainly  not  in  harmony.  26  Cyc.  Law  & 
Proc  p.  1337.  In  Western  Electric  Co.  v. 
Hanaelmann,  70  L.R.A.  765,  69  C.  C.  A. 
346,  136  Fed.  564-566,  Townsend,  J.,  ex- 
presses the  opinion  that  they  are  in  "irrecon- 
cilable conflict."  The  decisions  which  have 
refused  to  hold  that  the  giving  of  signals 
ii  a  duty  which  cannot  be  delegated  will 
be  found  collected  in  2  Labatt,  Mast,  t  S. 
607.  Many  other  cases  in  which  failure  to 
warn  servants  as  to  danger  arising  from  the 
execution  of  the  details  of  the  work  was 
held  to  be  the  wrong  of  a  fellow  servant 


will  be  found  collected  in  a  note  by  Mr. 
Labatt.     64  L.R.A.  120. 

Defendant's  contention  is  that  this  case 
is  supported,  moreover,  not  only  by  a  con- 
siderable group  of  these  more  general  au- 
thorities, but  also  by  a  number  of  cases 
which  involved  facts  substantially  identical 
with  those  in  the  case  at  bar.  Thus  it  was 
held  in  Portance  v.  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 
101  Wis.  574,  70  Am.  8t  Rep.  932,  77  N. 
W.  875,  that  the  workman  and  the  hatch- 
man  were  fellow  servants,  because  the  mas- 
ter who  properly  selects  and  instructs  a 
man  to  give  notice  to  the  other  employees 
of  the  movements  of  the  apparatus  in  un- 
loading coal  from  a  vessel  is  not  responsible 
for  liis  failure  to  give  warning.  To  the 
same  effect,  see  Ocean  S.  S.  Co.  v.  Cheeney, 
86  Qa.  278,  12  S.  E.  351 ;  Cheeney  v.  Ocean 
S.  S.  Co.  92  Ga.  726,  44  Am.  St.  Rep.  113, 
19  8.  E.  33;  Hermann  v.  Port  Blakely  Mill 
Co.  (D.  C.)  71  Fed.  853.  Defendant  refers 
us  also  to  cases  decided  by  this  court,  in- 
volving traveling  cranes,  which  will  subse- 
quently be  considered.  There  are,  moreover, 
other  decisions  of  this  court  tending  directly 
to  sustain  defendant's  contention. 

B.  Notwithstanding  this  formidable  array 
of  general,  specific,  and  local  authorities, 
we  are  none  the  less  of  opinion  that  the 
proper  conclusion  is  that  the  workman  in 


Wheeler  v.  Wason  Mfg.  Co.  135  Mass.  294. 
The  court  says :  "We  are  of  opinion  that  the 
duty  resting  upon  the  master  is  not  merely 
one  of  reasonable  care  and  diligence  to  give 
a  proper  notice,  but  that  he  is  responsible  in 
esse  the  servant  suffers  through  a  want  of 
receiving  a  proper  notice  of  the  risks  to 
which  he  is  exposed.  The  servant  does  not 
assume,  and  is  not  to  bear  the  risk  of,  un- 
known and  undisclosed  perils;  but  he  is  held 
to  take  those  risks  which  he  knows,  or 
which,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,  he 
ou^ht  to  know,  to  be  incident  to  the  nature 
of  the  business  in  the  place  where  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  carried  on.  The  mas- 
ter's duty  is  to  provide  machinery  which  is 
reasonably  safe  and  proper;  and  if  the  use 
of  it  is  attended  with  special  peril,  such  as 
his  servants  ought  to  know,  and  if  there  is 
accordingly,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
particular  case,  a  dut^  resting  upon  him  in 
respect  to  giving  notice  to  the  servants  of 
such  special  peril,  that  duty  is  not  dis- 
charged by  delegating  the  performance  of  it 
to  a  third  person." 

In  Morena  ▼.  Winston,  194  Mass.  378,  80 
X.  E.  473,  it  is  said  that  instructions  which 
had  been  received  by  an  injured  servant 
from  one  to  whom  the  duty  of  instructing 
him  had  been  delegated  by  the  master's  su- 
pfrintendent  were  to  be  treated  as  though 
they  had  been  given  by  the  master  himself. 

U  the  servant,  by  reason  of  his  youth  and 
inexperience,  is  not  aware  of,  or  does  not  ap- 
preciate, the  danger  incident  to  the  work  he 
18  employed  to  do>  or  the  place  he  is  en- 
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gaged  to  occupy,  it  is  a  breach  of  duty  on 
the  part  of  the  master  not  to  give  him  such 
instruction  and  caution  as  would,  in  the 
judgment  of  men  of  ordinary  minds,  under- 
standing, and  prudence,  be  sufficient  to  en- 
able him  to  appreciate  the  dangers;  and  the 
master  cannot  escape  liability  by  delegating 
this  duty  to  another  person.  Emma  Cotton 
Seed  Oil  Co.  v.  Hale,  56  Ark.  238,  19  S.  W. 
600. 

A  master  owes  an  inexperienced  minor 
servant  the  duty,  in  assigning  him  to  work, 
t)f  giving  him  such  instruction  and  warning 
as  to  the  best  and  safest  way  of  doing  it  as 
an  ordinarily  prudent  person  would  have 
given  a  servant  of  like  discretion  and  ca- 
pacity; and  the  person  to  whom  this  duty 
is  delegated  acts  as  the  representative  of  the 
master,  for  whose  negligence  in  this  respect 
the  master  is  liable.  Waxahachie  Cotton  Oil 
Co.  v.  McLain,  27  Tex.  Civ.  App.  334,  66  S. 
W.  226. 

b.  Of  machinery,  tools,  and  appliances. 

It  is  well  settled  that  if  a  servant  is  hired 
to  operate  machinery  or  appliances,  or  to 
use  certain  tools,  it  is  the  master's  duty  to 
instruct  him  as  to  the  dangers  arising  there- 
from; and  that  this  is  a  duty  which  cannot 
be  delegated. 

Whatever  duty  there  is  to  warn  a  green 
servant  as  to  the  operation  of  a  dangerous 
machine  at  which  he  is  put  to  work  rests 
upon  the  master.  Bjbjian  v.  Woonsocket 
Rubber  Co.  164  Mass.  214,  41  N.  E.  265. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


630 


MINNESOTA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Jxrvt, 


the  hold  and  the  hatchman  were  not  fellow 
servants. 

(a)  The  specific  decisions  are  not  control- 
ling as  authority  nor  convincing  on  princi- 
ple. The  Wisconsin  case  is  not  cogent  for  a 
number  of  reasons.  The  specific  authorities 
which  it  cites  fail  to  support  the  conclusion 
it  reaches,  with  the  exception  of  Ocean  S. 
8.  Co.  T.  Cheeney,  which  it  quotes  as  re- 
ported in  86  Ga.  278,  12  S.  E.  351.  That 
report  contained  the  statement  of  the  con- 
clusion that  the  laborer  and  the  hatchman 
were  fellow  servants,  but  without  explain- 
ing why.  The  Wisconsin  court's  attention 
was  evidently  not  called  to  the  fact  that, 
about  six  years  before  the  decision  of  the 
Portance  Case,  Cheeney  v.  Ocean  S.  S.  Co. 
came  up  again  for  decision.    See  92  Ga.  726. 

In  this  report  the  court  reasoned  at  length 
and  reached  a  conclusion  much  more  liberal 
to  the  servant,  although,  as  will  subsequent- 
ly herein  appear,  it  did  not  in  so  many 
words  overrule  the  earlier  case.  In  the 
Portance  Case,  moreover,  the  machinery  was 
started  without  signal;  in  the  case  at  bar, 
upon  the  signal  of  the  hatchman.  The  court 
said:  "No  matter  what  duties  the  hatch- 
man  may  have  had  to  give  warning  of 
danger,  they  could  have  no  application  to 
a  danger  like  this.  The  effect  of  which 
.    .    .    was  as  instantaneous  as  his  earliest 


possible  discoveiy  of  it."  In  the  case  at  bar 
the  hatchman  could  have  given  the  signal 
before  the  machinery  was  started.  More 
general  reasons  for  regarding  the  opinion 
in  this  case,  or  in  Hermann  v.  Port  Blakcly 
Mill  Co.  or  in  Cheeney  v.  Ocean  S.  S.  Co.  as 
of  little  weight,  will  immediately  follow, 
(b)  In  point  of  fact,  the  view  these  and 
allied  authorities  have  taken  is  in  large 
measure  a  necessary  product  of  the  transi- 
tion in  judicial  opinion  as  to  what  is  the 
criterion  by  which  it  shall  be  determined 
who  is  and  who  is  not  a  fellow  servant.  The 
decisions  of  courts  of  other  states,  that, 
under  given  circumstances,  one  servant  is 
a  fellow  servant  of  another,  are  not  eon- 
trolling  on  this  court,  unless  the  criterion 
by  which  the  relationship  is  determined  is 
the  same  as  in  this  jurisdiction,  namely, 
that  a  fellow  servant  is  one  to  whom  the 
master  has  not  intrusted  the  performance 
of  some  absolute  nonassignable  duty  of  the 
master.  The  Federal  courts,  having  original- 
ly announced  the  test  of  superior  servant, 
or  the  doctrine  of  control,  then  rejected  it, 
and  adopted  the  separate  department  theory. 
It  has  been  quite  generally  thought  that 
this  theory  has  been  in  turn  largely  aban- 
doned and  the  current  test  of  a  vice  princi- 
pal adopted.  But  in  Peters  v.  George,  83 
C.   C.  A.  408,   154  Fed.   634,  Judge  Gray 


In  Flickner  t.  Lambert,  36  Ind.  App.  524, 
74  N.  E.  263,  it  is  said  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  master  properly  to  instruct  a  youn^- 
and  inexperienced  servant  when  put  to  work 
with  dangerous  machinery;  that  there  is  no 
escape  from  this  duty  but  by  its  discharge, 
and  that  the  name  or  rank  of  the  one  to 
whom  this  duty  is  assigned  is  not  material ; 
that  his  negligence  is  the  negligence  of  the 
master. 

Tlie  duty  of  the  master  to  instruct  an  in- 
experienced servant  as  to  the  use  and  opera- 
tion of  machinery  about  which  he  is  em-, 
ployed  cannot  be  assigned  to  another.  Pull- 
man's Palace-Car  Co.  v.  Harkins,  5  C.  C.  A. 
326,  17  V.  S.  App.  22,  55  Fed.  932.  To  the 
same  effect  Verdelli  v.  Gray's  Harbor  Com- 
mercial Co.  115  Cal.  517,  47  Pac.  364. 

The  duty  to  instruct  an  inexperienced 
minor  servant  as  to  tlie  dangers  attending 
the  wiping  of  a  machine  cannot  be  delegat- 
ed so  as  to  relieve  the  master  from  liability 
therefor,  on  the  theory  that  the  servant  neg- 
'lecting  to  give  the  proper  instruction  or 
warning  is  the  fellow  servant  of  the  injured 
employee.  Atlas  Engine  Works  v.  Randall, 
100  Ind.  297,  50  Am.  Rep.  798. 

It  is  the  positive  duty  of  the  employer  to 
instruct  and  properly  qualify  an  inexperi- 
enced employee  before  putting  him  in  charge 
of  dangerous  machinery  with  the  use  of 
which  he  is  unacquainted.  Lebbering  T. 
Struthers,  157  Pa.  312,  27  Atl.  720.  In  this 
case,  however,  it  was  not  the  uninstructed 
servant  who  was  injured,  but  anotlier  serv- 
ant, who  was  injured  by  the  unskilfulness  of 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  former  in  operating  a  dangerous  ma- 
chine. 

The  negligence  of  one  directed  by  the  mas- 
ter to  instruct  a  servant  so  as  to  fit  him  to 
operate  dangerous  machinery  is  not  that  of 
a  fellow  servant  of  the  inexperienced  em- 
plovee.  Shaw  v.  Arkwright  Mills,  80  S.  C. 
567,  61  S.  E.  1018. 

The  duty  to  instruct  inexperienced  minor 
seivants  as  to  the  perils  of  dangerous  ma- 
chinery about  which  they  are  set  at  work 
is  one  for  the  neglect  of  which  the  master 
is  answerable,  although  it  is  delegated  to  his 
foreman,  since  tliis  is  a  master's  work.  Mc- 
Donald V.  Champion  Iron  &,  Steel  Co.  140 
Mich.  401,  103  N.  W.  829. 

The  duty  of  warning  and  instructing  a 
green  employee  as  to  the  use  of  a  detective 
tool  belongs  to  the  master,  and  cannot  be 
delegated.  Pelow  v.  Oil  Well  Supply  Co. 
194  N.  Y.  64,  86  N.  E  812. 

The  master  owes  an  inexperienced  servant 
the  duty  of  instructing  him  in  the  operation 
of  a  machine,  and  one  whom  he  selects  to  act 
in  his  behalf  in  this  respect  is  his  alter  ego, 
for  whose  negligence  he  is  liable.  Greco  v. 
Pratt  Chuck  Co.  127  App.  Div.  798,  111  N. 
Y.  Supp.  1000.  The  court  said  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  liability  where  the  negligent  act  was 
a  mere  detail  of  the  work,  which  often  ex- 
onerated the  employers,  did  not  enter  into 
this  case.  It  was  elementary  that  a  master 
who  hired  an  inexperienced  servant  to  work 
on  a  dangerous  machine  must  instruct  him 
in  its  operation,  and  that  if  he  delegated 
someone  to  perform  this  obligation,  and  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1000. 


ANDEnSOK  V.  Pril'SBL'RG  COAL  CO. 


631 


■aid  that  "under  the  modern  rule  of  the 
Federal  courts,  the  theory  of  vice  principal 
•a  determining  the  liability  of  a  master 
.  .  .  has  been  largely  discarded,  and  the 
distinction  ...  to  be  considered  as 
merely  and  solely  the  negligence  of  a  fellow 
servant  turns  rather  on  the  character  of  the 
act  than  on  the  relation  of  the  employees 
to  each  other."  See  2  Labatt,  Mnat.  &  S. 
1676;  Texas  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Bourman,  212 
U.  S.  536,  63  L.  ed.  641,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
319.  Ihis  evolution  in  opinion  has  been 
reflected  in  various  degrees  in  courts  of 
many  states,  including  Wisconsin  and  Geor- 
gia. As  to  the  earlier  rule  in  Wisconsin, 
see  Brabbits  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co. 
supra.  As  to  the  test  of  coassociation  or 
distinct  department  of  service  see,  for  ex- 
ample, Cadden  v.  American  Steel  Barge  Co. 
88  Wis.  409^18,  60  N.  W.  800;  Rankel  v. 
Buckstaff-Edwards  Co.  138  Wis.  442,  20 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1180,  120  N.  W.  269;  2  La- 
batt, Mast.  &  S.  1609.  As  to  Georgia,  sec  1 
White,  Ry.  1470;  2  Labatt,  Mast.  &  S. 
1583.  None -the  less,  the  doctrine  of  vice 
principal,  or,  more  accurately,  the  test 
whether  the  negligent  servant  failed  in  the 
performance  of  some  absolute  duty  of  the 
master,  has  been  almost  universally  accept- 
ed. The  doctrine  has  been  uniformly  ap- 
plied in  this  state.    2  Labatt,  Mast.  &  S. 


1596.  Different  conclusions  from  the  same 
state  of  facts  must,  in  general,  be  reached 
under  different  tests.  In  consequence,  many 
decisions  permitting  the  master  to  delegate 
the  duty  to  warn,  rendered  in  jurisdictions 
in  which,  at  the  time,  the  test  of  vice  prin- 
cipal, as  thus  defined,  did  not  control,  are 
not  persuasive  in  this  court.  Therefore  the 
Fortanoe,  Hermann,  and  Cheeney  Cases, 
supra,  while  involving  identity  of  facts,  did 
not  also  involve  identity  of  principle,  and 
are  therefore  not  necessarily  negligible,  but 
not  at  all  controlling,  in  this  state. 

{ey  Another  unsound  consideration  which 
has  been  an  obscure  but  effective  occasion 
for  the  rule  for  which  defendant  contends 
is  the  more  or  less  frankly  avowed  hostility 
to  imposing  a  considerable  liability  on  a 
master  who  has  tried  to  be  careful  and  is 
without  personal  fault.  Thus,  in  The  Pio- 
neer (D.  C.)  78  Fed.  600-609,  Morrow,  J., 
points  out  that  in  Hermann  v.  Port  Blakely 
Mill  Co.  supra,  he  "held  that  the  employer 
had  fully  discharged  his  duty  to  his  servant, 
so  far  as  a  safe  place  to  work  in  was  con- 
cerned, when  he  had  furnished  a  competent 
person,  unhandicapped  by  other  duties,  to 
give  the  warning  signal."  It  was  therefore 
consistent  for  him  to  bold,  as  he  did  in  The 
Pioneer,  that  "the  employer  does  not  dis- 
charge his   full   duty  in   keeping  a  place 


injury  resulted  to  the  servant  because  of 
the  negligence  of  this  representative,  the 
master  was  liable  the  same  as  if  he  personal- 
ly had  carelessly  caused  the  injury. 

One  who  undertakes  to  instruct  an  inex- 
perienced youth  of  tender  years  as  to  the 
dangers  connected  with  the  operation  of  ma- 
chinery at  which  he  is  sot  to  work  is  the 
representative  of  the  master  as  to  a  duty 
which  is  nondelegable.  Leopard  v.  Laurens 
Cotton  Mills,  81  S.  C.  15,  61  S.  E.  1029. 

It  is  the  personal  duty  of  the  master  to 
instruct  his  servants  as  to  the  proper  use  of 
an  automatic  switch.  Thomas  v.  Cincinnati, 
N.  O.  &  T.  P.  R.  Co.  97  Fed.  245. 

The  duty  of  qualifying  a  green  or  inexpe- 
rienced switchman  for  the  safe  performance 
of  a  new  and  dangerous  duty  is  a  personal 
duty  of  the  master  and  if  it  be  delegated, 
the  delegate  must  be  qualified,  and  should 
not  discontinue  the  instruction  until  it  is 
completed;  and  his  negligence  in  this  re- 
spect is  the  negligence  of  the  master.  Louis- 
ville A  N.  R.  Co.  V.  Miller,  43  C.  C.  A.  436, 
104  Fed.  124. 

One  whose  duty  it  is  to  warn  a  green 
servant  as  to  the  danger  of  operating  a 
straw-cutting  machine  is  not  the  fellow  serv- 
ant of  the  latter,  but  a  vice  principal,  rep- 
resentine  the  master  in  this  respect.  Wy- 
man  v.  Berry  (Me.)  75  Atl.  123. 

Ordering  an  inexperienced  servant  to 
start  a  gas  engine  without  instructions  is 
the  act  of  the  master,  although  performed 
by  a  coemployee.  Tivnan  v.  Keahon,  117 
26  L.B^(N.S.) 


App.  Div.  60,  101  N.  Y.  Supp.  1076,  af- 
firmed in  191  N.  Y.  643,  85  N.  E.  1116. 

That  failure  to  warn  an  inexperienced 
servant  that  a  hydraulic  piuiching  press  at 
which  he  was  working  was  liable  to  start 
up  without  the  iatervention  of  the  person  in 
charge  of  it  was  the  negligence  of  a  coem- 
ployee of  the  injured  servant  was  held  not 
to  relieve  the  master  from  liability  therefor. 
Klaffke  v.  Bettendorf  Axle  Co.  125  Iowa,  224, 
100  N.  W.  1116. 

The  duty  of  the  master  to  warn  an  inex- 
perienced minor  servant  as  to  the  dangers 
attending  the  operation  of  a  steam  clay 
press  is  one  that  cannot  be  delegated  to  a 
foreman,  so  as  to  relieve  the  master,  on  the 
theory  that  the  foreman  is  a  fellow  servant 
of  the  uninstructed  employee.  Addicks  v. 
Christoph,  62  N.  J.  L.  786,  72  Am.  St.  Rep. 
687,  43  Atl.  190. 

The  neglect  of  a  servant  in  charge  of  a 
chocolate  grinder  to  instruct  a  girl  not  to 
put  her  hand  into  the  machine  while  it  was 
going  was  held  to  be  the  fault  of  the  master, 
since,  as  to  this  duty,  the  servant  was  the 
master's  alter  ego.  O'Connor  v.  J.  H.  Bark- 
er &  Co.  25  App.  Div.  121,  49  N.  Y.  Supp. 
211. 

A  master's  son  who  directed  an  inexpe- 
rienced helper  to  fire  up  a  boiler  without 
warning  him  of  the  latent  danger  of  an  ex- 
plosion if  too  many  shavings  were  put  into 
the  flre  pot  at  once  was  declared  to  repre- 
sent the  master,  who  was  held  liable  for  neg- 
lect of  his  duty  which  resulted  in  injury  to 
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reasonably  safe  by  giving  warnings  of  threat- 
«ned  or  impending  danger,  when  tlie  em- 
ployee charged  with  the  duty  of  giving  the 
warnings  is  so  engrossed  and  busied  with 
his  other  duties  that  he  cannot  properly 
and  efficiently  give  the  necessary  warnings. 
It  is  evident  that,  so  far  as  the  person  in- 
jured is  concerned,  it  is  quite  immaterial 
to  what  the  failure  to  warn  bim  is  due. 
Looked  at  from  his  point  of  view,  the  dis- 
tinction is  meaningless.  But,  if  the  situa- 
tion be  regarded  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  master,  the  distinction  is  clear.  In  the 
one  case,  the  master  is  not  personally  at 
fault.  Therefore  Judge  Morrow  concluded 
be  was  not  reliable  in  tort.  In  the  other 
case,  the  master  was  personally  at  fault. 
Therefore  Judge  Morrow  concluded  he  was 
liable  in  damages.  The  same  reasoning  and 
conclusion  appear  in  the  two  decisions  of 
the  Oheeney  Case.  These  are  but  two  of  the 
many  illustrations  of  the  current  confusion 
of  the  master's  negligence  with  the  master's 
responsibility  for  his  servant's  negligence. 


Moreover,  so  far  as  the  Wisconsin  court  ia 
concerned,  the  fluctuations  of  opinion  in 
that  court  as  to  the  responsibility  of  the 
master  render  it  difficult  to  accurately  esti- 
mate the  weight  to  which  the  Portance  Case 
is  properly  entitled.  It  is  true  the  change 
in  opinion  is  less  marked  in  this  group  of 
cases  than  in  most  other  controversies  as 
to  negligence.  None  the  less  it  is  difficult 
to  see  how  the  conclusion  in  the  Portance 
Case  is  to  be  reconciled  with  the  doctrine 
of  that  court  which  we  have  previously 
quoted,  or  with  later  decisions  like  Gussart 
V.  Greenleaf  Stone  Co.  134  Wis.  418,  114 
N.  W.  799,  and  Promer  v.  Milwaukee,  L.  S. 
A  W.  R.  Co.  00  Wis.  215,  48  Am.  St.  Rep. 
905,  63  N.  W.  90,  which  will  be  subsequently 
herein  referred  to. 

(d)  The  true  fundamental  principle  was 
announced  in  Farwell  v.  Boston  &  W.  R. 
Corp.  4  Met.  49,  38  Am.  Dec.  339,  namely: 
"The  rule  is  obviously  founded  on  the  great 
principle  of  social  duty  that  every  man,  in 
the  management  of  his  own  affairs,  whether 


the  servant.  La  Fortune  t.  Jolly,  167  Mass. 
170,  45  N.  E.  83. 

The  sending  of  a  l>oy,  without  instruc- 
tions, up  a  stepladder,  to  hold  a  belt,  to  keep 
it  from  crawling  over  a  revolving  shaft 
while  the  belt  was  being  mended, — a  new 
and  more  difficult  work  than  he  was  fitted 
for, — was  held  to  be  the  neglect  of  a  duty 
of  the  master  which  could  not  be  delegated. 
Hayes  v.  Colchester  Mills,  69  Vt.  1,  60  Am. 
St.  Rep.  915,  37  Atl.  269.  Tlie  court  says 
that  the  employer  could  not  excuse  bimself 
for  the  employee's  failure  to  receive  instruc- 
tion by  saying  it  was  the  negligence  of  a  fel- 
low servant. 

So,  the  failure  of  a  foreman  to  instruct 
an  inexperienced  servant  ordered  to  put  a 
belt  over  a  pulley  was  held  not  to  be  the  neg- 
ligence of  a  fellow  servant  since  the  foreman, 
in  this  respect,  was  intrusted  with  the  dis- 
cluirge  of  a  duty  owed  by  the  master  to  the 
injured  servant.  Chesson  v.  Walker,  146  N. 
C.  511,  60  S.  E.  422. 

In  Force  v.  Standard  Silk  Co.  160  Fed. 
992,  it  was  likewise  held  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  master  to  instruct  an  inexperienced  four- 
teen-year-old boy  as  to  the  dangers  attend- 
ing the  slipping  of  belts  upon  pulleys  on  re- 
volving shafts,  and  that  the  master  could 
not  escape  liability  for  failure  properly  to 
perform  this  duty  by  one  to  whom  it  was 
delegated,  even  if  the  negligent  servant  and 
the  injured  servant  were  coemployees. 

Although  a  superintendent  or  vice  princi- 
pal, in  taking  a  hand  on  the  log  deck  in  a 
sawmill  in  place  of  a  disabled  servant,  acts 
as  a  fellow  servant  of  a  laborer  on  the  log 
deck,  since  he  is  to  be  considered  as  a  vice 
principal  or  coemployee  and  fellow  servant, 
not  because  of  his  grade  or  rank,  but  be- 
cause of  the  work  being  performed  by  him 
and  the  other  servants  at  the  time,  neverthe- 
less, if,  as  superintendent  and  vice  princi- 
pal, he  negligently  and  improperly  directs 
the  injured  servant  to  work  on  the  log  deck 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


with  him,  without  giving  him  necssary  or 
proper  warning  or  instructions  as  to  the 
dangers  of  working  there,  this  must  be  re- 
garded as  tlie  negligent  act  of  the  master. 
Klochinski  v.  Shores  Lumber  Co.  93  Wis. 
417,  67  N.  W.  934. 

The  duty  of  the  master  to  warn  an  inex- 
perienced servant  that  there  was  danger  of  a 
piece  of  wood  bounding  back  when  pushed 
against  a  circular  saw  was  held  to  be  one 
tlmt  could  not  be  delegated.  Jarris  v.  Coee 
Wrench  Co.  177  Mass.  170,  58  N.  E.  587. 

Failure  to  instruct  an  inexperienced  serv- 
ant ordered  to  help  at  a  planing  machine 
was  held  to  be  the  neglect  of  a  duty  which 
the  master  could  not  free  himself  from  by 
delegation  to  anyone  else.  Grace  v.  United 
Soc.  203  Mass.  355,  89  N.  E.  552. 

A  master  does  not  perform  his  full  duty 
to  an  inexperienced  servant  employed  to  run 
an  elevator  when  he  provides  a  competent 
instructor.  Brennan  v.  Gordon,  118  N.  Y. 
489,  8  L.R.A.  818,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  775,  23 
N.  E.  810.  The  court  said:  "If  the  master 
selects  a  coservant  in  his  employment  to  in- 
struct and  qualify  the  servant  for  the  new 
and  more  dangerous  service,  the  master 
must  select  a  competent  instructor  or  be  lia- 
ble for  his  incompetency  or  his  negligence 
while  performing  the  duty  of  instructor,  or 
for  discontinuance  of  his  instruction  until 
it  is  completed,  by  which  the  promoted  serv- 
ant is  injured;  and  if  such  is  the  case,  tlie 
master  will  be  liable  for  the  injury,  and  it 
will  be  no  defense  that  the  injury  was 
caused  by  one  servant  to  his  coservant,  for 
the  servant  whose  negligence  caused  the  in- 
jury stands  for  the  master,  and  the  latter 
is  liable  in  such  case  the  same  as  if  the  in- 
jury was  caused  bf  the  personal  aegligenoe 
of  the  master." 

The  duty  to  notify  the  operator  at  a  dy- 
namo not  to  turn  on  the  electricity  so  as  to 
endanger  the  lives  of  the  master's  employ- 
ees is  one  personal  to  the  master,  and  is  not 
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by  himself,  or  by  his  agents,  or  servants, 
shall  so  conduct  them  as  not  to  injure 
another;  and  if  he  does  not,  and  another 
thereby  sustains  damage,  he  shall  answer 
for  it."  The  latest  utterance  of  the  Federal 
Supreme  Court  has  fully  approved  tliis 
reasoning  "from  general  considerations  of 
policy  and  security."  Mr.  Justice  Moody, 
i9  Standard  Oil  Co.  t.  Anderson,  212  U.  S. 
215-221,  63  L.  ed.  480-483,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Bep. 
252.  So,  in  Bartonshill  Coal  Co.  ▼.  Reid,  3 
Maoq.  H.  L.  Cas.  266,  283,  Lord  Cranworth 
said:  The  master  is  "bound  to  guarantee 
third  persons  against  all  hurt  arising  from 
the  carelessness  of  himself  or  of  those  acting 
under  his  orders  in  the  course  of  his  bus- 
iness." More  specifically,  "no  duty  required 
of  .  .  .  [the  master]  for  the  safety  and 
protection  of  his  servants  can  be  transferred, 
so  as  to  exonerate  him  from  such  lia- 
bility." Field,  J.,  in  Northern  P.  R.  Co. 
V.  Herbert,  116  U.  S.  642,  29  L.  ed.  755, 
6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  590-593.     And  see  Hough 


T.  Texas  A  P.  R.  Co.  100  U.  S.  213,  25  L.  ed. 
612.  The  delegation  to  an  employee  or  serv- 
ant of  the  duty  of  taking  such  measures  as 
are  within  the  power  of  the  master  to  pro- 
tect other  employees  against  dangers  while 
at  work  cannot  relieve  the  master  from  lia- 
bility, if  the  employee  to  whom  such  duty 
is  deputed  does  not  exercise  reasonable  care 
in  its  discharge.  Promer  v.  Milwaukee,  L. 
S.  k  W.  R.  Co.  supra.  The  last-cited  au- 
thorities may  state  the  rule  too  broadly. 
The  courts  of  neither  the  Federal  nor  the 
Wisconsin  jurisdictions  have  followed  it 
literally.  But  the  general  principle  thus 
announced  is  obviously  correct,  and,  subject 
to  modification  justified  by  particular  cir- 
cumstances, is  generally  accepted. 

(e)  Conformity  to  this  principle  and  rea- 
soning consistent  with  allied  rules  of  law 
accepted  without  controversy  require  the 
holding  that  usually  a  servant  whose  duty 
it  is  to  warn  another  of  danger  created  by 
changes  in  operation  of  machinery  of  the 


discharged  by  the  mere  selection  of  an  agent, 
with  directions  to  give  such  notice.  Hougli 
V.  Grants  Pass  New  Water,  Light  &  P.  Co. 
41  Or.  531,  69  Pac.  655. 

In  Strauss  v.  Haberman  Mfg.  Co.  23  App. 
Div.  1, 48  N.  Y.  Supp.  425,  it  was  held  that  a 
master  whose  foreman  had  made  a  change  in 
a  steam  stamping  machine,  rendering  its  op- 
eration more  dangerous,  and  who  had  failed 
to  warn  the  operator  of  this  new  and  un- 
usual danger,. could  not  escape  liability  on 
the  theory  that  the  resulting  accident  was 
due  to  a  sudden  derangement  of  the  ma- 
chine, which  was  a  detail  of  the  operation, 
for  which  he  was  not  responsible;  and  that 
the  foreman,  in  respect  to  the  warning,  rep- 
resented the  master. 

But  where  a  servant  hired  for  one  thing 
is  set  to  work  by  a  foreman  on  another, 
without  instructions,  the  negligence  has 
been  held  to  be  that  of  a  fellow  servant.  In 
O'Brien  v.  Rideout,  161  Mass.  170,  36  N.  E. 
792,  it  was  held  that  it  was  negligence  for 
the  master's  foreman  to  set  a  servant,  hired 
••  a  common  laborer,  to  work  on  a  machine 
which  required  an  amount  of  skill  which  he 
knew  the  servant  did  not  possess,  without 
notifying  him  of  the  dangers  and  perils  in- 
cident to  its  use,  it  was  the  negligence  of  a 
fellow  workman. 

And  in  Crown  v.  Orr,  140  N.  Y.  450, 
36  N.  E.  648,  it  was  held  that  if  a  servant  is 
ordered  to  a  dangerous  machine  by  a  fore- 
man, to  perform,  without  sufficient  instruc- 
tions, a  service  for  which  he  was  not  hired, 
the  master  will  not  be  responsible,  since  the 
foreman  in  such  a  case  acts  in  the  capacity 
of  a  fellow  servant. 

See  also  on  this  point,  Vitto  v.  Farley,  in- 
fra, II.  c 

c.  Of  the  trorlefngr  place  and  perilous 
opertitiona. 

Tn  the  United  States  the  authorities  al- 
26  L.RJL(N.S.) 


most  unanimously  uphold  the  rule  that  it  is 
the  absolute  duty  of  the  master  to  instruct 
and  warn  inexperienced  servants  as  to  im- 
pending dangers  of  the  working  place,  or  of 
perilous  operations.  In  England  the  rule 
seems  to  be  otherwise. 

It  is  the  non-delegable  duty  of.  a  master 
to  warn  an  inexperienced  servant  as  to  his 
danger  if  the  place  at  which  he  is  set  to 
work  is  unsafe.  Low  Moor  Iron  Co.  v.  La 
Bianca,  106  Va.  83,  55  S.  E.  532,  9  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  1177;  Hamm  v.  Bettendorf  Axle 
Co.   (Iowa)  326  N.  W.  186. 

This  duty  cannot  be  delegated,  even  to  a 
competent  foreman.  Simone  v.  Kirk,  173  N. 
Y.  7.  65  N.  E.  739. 

The  discharge  of  the  master's  duty  to  fur- 
nish a  reasonably  safe  working  place  re- 
quires him  to  notify  his  servant  of  any  and 
all  special  risks  and  dangers  of  the  em- 
ployment, and  of  all  dangerous  conditions 
attendant  upon  the  place  of  the  exercise  of 
the  employment  of  which  the  master  has 
knowledge,  or,  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable 
care,  would  have  knowledge,  and  which  are 
unknown  to  the  servant,  and  would  not  be 
known  or  appreciated  by  him  in  the  exercise 
of  reasonable  care  on  his  part;  and  this 
duty  is  personal ;  and  if  the  master  employs 
some  other  person  to  do  it  for  him,  the  lat- 
ter stands  in  his  place  and  becomes  a  sub- 
stitute for  him, — a  vice  principal  in  respect 
to  the  discharge  of  that  duty.  Hume  v.'  Ft. 
Halifax  Power  Co.   (Me.)  75  Atl.  300. 

Failure  of  a  foreman  to  notify  a  boiler 
maker  and  repairer  of  ironwork  on  locomo- 
tives of  the  defective  condition  of  a  running 
board  on  the  engine  upon  which  the  latter 
was  set  to  work  was  held  to  be  the  negli- 
gence of  the  master  in  furnishing  a  safe 
place,  which  could  not  be  delegated  to  a  sub- 
ordinate. Ellis  ▼.  Northern  P.  R.  Co.  103 
Fed.  416. 

The  duty  to  warn  a  servant  set  to  work 
at  loading  stone  into  a  railroad  car  at  the 
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plant  is  a  vice  principal.  It  is  to  be  noted 
that  defendant's  authorities  and  others  in- 
consistent with  the  conclusion  here  reached 
exhibit  a  curious  reluctance,  or,  at  least, 
a  silence,  as  to  the  ultimate  principle  on 
vhich  they  rest.  Their  basis  is  generally 
a  dogmatic  assertion  of  the  rule  as  sustained 
by  the  authorities  which  announce  it.  The 
statement  of  Mr.  Labatt,  in  54  L.R.A.  120, 
is  an  approximation  to  tlie  rationale:  "The 
general  principle  that  the  master's  duty  to 
provide  a  safe  place  to  woric  is  not  deemed 
to  have  been  violated,  where  the  unsafety 
is  caused  solely  by  the  acts  of  coservants  in 
carrying  out  the  details  of  the  work,  clearly 
involves  the  corollary  that  the  master  is 
not  chargeable  with  the  failure  of  those 
servants  to  warn  each  other  as  to  the  exist- 


ence of  dangerous  conditions  which  have 
already  supervened."  This  determines  that 
failtire  to  warn  as  directed  is  a  detail,  but 
fails  to  assign  any  reason  for  that  con- 
clusion. In  the  nature  of  things,  usually 
that  duty  is  nonassignable,  and  its  per- 
formance is  not  a  detail.  If,  for  example, 
the  master  provides  guards  for  dangerous 
machinery,  and  directs  their  proper  use,  be 
is  none  the  less  liable  if,  through  neglect, 
they  are  not  used,  whereby  another  servant 
is  hurt.  Davidson  v.  Flour  City  Ornamental 
Iron  Works,  107  Minn.  17,  119  N.  W.  483; 
Saird  v.  Reilly,  3S  C.  C.  A.  78,  63  U.  S. 
App.  157,  92  Fed.  884.  And  see,  for  exam- 
ple, Shanny  v.  Androscoggin  Mills,  66  Me. 
420,  approved  in .  Northern  P.  R.  Co.  v. 
Herbert,  116  U.  S.  642,  29  L.  ed.   755,  6 


foot  of  a  bank  or  cliff  that  the  place  is  dan- 
gerous is  one  of  the  duties  the  master  can- 
not avoid  responsibility  for  by  delegating  to 
another.  Elledge  v.  National  City  &  0.  R. 
Co.  100  Cal.  282,  38  Am.  St  Rep.  290,  34 
Pac.  720. 

The  master  cannot  escape  liability  for 
failure  to  warn  a  green  servant  on  a  steam 
shovel  of  the  danger  of  the  falling  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  bank  in  the  course  of  excavation, 
on  the  theory  that  the  servant  who  shouhl 
have  given  the  warning  is  a  fellow  servant 
of  the  injured  employee,  since  the  negligent 
servant,  in  this  respect,  is  a  vice  principal. 
Alton  Paving,  Bldg.  &  Fire  Brick  Co.  v. 
Hudson,  176  III.  270,  52  N.  E.  256,  affirming 
74  III.  App.  612. 

But  in  Brown  v.  People's  Gaslight  Co.  81 
Vt.  477,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  738,  71  Atl.  204, 
the  failure  of  a  foreman  to  warn  the  work- 
men of  the  danger  indicated  by  a  crack  in 
the  walls  of  a  trench  was  held  to  be  the 
neglect  of  a  fellow  servant,  the  danger  not 
being  latent,  although  tinknown  to  the  work- 
man who  was  injured  by  a  cavein. 

Neglect  to  warn  a  servant  of  the  unsafe 
condition  of  a  platform  over  a  pit  of  hot 
water  and  grease  is  the  neglect  to  perform 
a  positive  duty  of  the  master  which  cannot 
be  delegated,  and  it  makes  no  dilTerence  how 
low  down  in  the  scale  of  employment  s 
master  may  go  to  find  a  servant  to  deputize 
to  perform  such  a  duty  for  him.  Zellars  v. 
^(issouri  Water  &  Light  Co.  92  Mo.  App. 
107. 

A  foreman  over  a  coal  shoveler  was  held 
in  Bauman  v.  C.  Reiss  Coal  Co.  118  Wis. 
330,  95  N.  W.  139,  to  be  acting  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  vice  principal  as  to  the  duty  of 
warning  the  latter  that  his  working  place 
was  unsafe. 

In  Eastland  v.  Clarke,  165  N.  Y.  420,  70 
L.R.A.  751,  59  N.  E.  202,  a  butler  was  held 
to  be  t)ie  alter  ego  of  the  master  as  to  the 
duty  of  warning  a  new  servant  whom  he  or- 
dered to  carry  wood  into  a  cellar,  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a  well  into  which  the  latter  fell, 
and  that  the  master  could  not  relieve  him- 
self from  the  performance  of  this  duty  on 
the  theory  that  the  butler  and  the  wood  car- 
rier were  coemployees. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


In  Avilla  v.  Nash,  117  Mass.  318,  an  in- 
struction that  if  it  was  a  rule  of  tiie  mas- 
ter's house  that  his  servant  should  not  ride 
upon  a  certain  elevator,  and  that  if  the  mas- 
ter's superintendent  instructed  a  foreman  to 
give  notice  of  this  rule  to  the  men  employed, 
and  the  foreman  neglected  to  do  so,  it  was 
the  fault  of  a  fellow  servant,  was  declared 
erroneous,  and  it  was  held,  among  other 
things,  that  whether  the  master  was  g^uilty 
of  neglect  either  in  not  taking  precautions, 
or  in  respect  to  the  sufficiency  of  precau- 
tions, was  a  question  for  the  jury. 

A  railroad  company  cannot  delegate  the 
duty  of  notifying  locomotive  engineers  on 
its  road  of  the  removal  of  a  rail,  so  as  to 
absolve  itself  from  liability  ior  failure  to 
communicate  such  information  to  them. 
Chicago  &  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Eaton,  194  IlL  445, 
88  Am.  St.  Rep.  161,  62  K.  E.  784. 

The  duty  of  the  master  to  warn  servants 
of  a  change  in  gas  burner  attachments  used 
in  firing  a  brick  kiln,  thereby  increasing  the 
risk  of  danger  to  servants  employed  about 
the  kiln,  is  one  that  cannot  be  delegated. 
Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Laack,  143  III. 
242,  18  L.R.A.  215,  32  N.  E.  285. 

Where  the  hazards  of  an  employment  are 
increased  by  change  in  appliances  not  known 
to  the  servants,  or  open  and  visible,  the  le- 
gal duty  rests  upon  the  master  to  notify 
them  of  the  increased  danger,  and  this  duty 
cannot  be  delegated.    Ibid. 

In  Grace  &  H.  Co.  v.  Kennedy,  40  C.  C.  A. 
69,  09  Fed.  679,  affirming  92  Fed.  116,  the 
master  was  engaged  at  night  in  building  a 
barricade  over  a  sidewalk  m  a  public  street. 
One  of  the  derrick  guy  ropes  was  stretched 
across  the  street,  and  a  mail  van,  striking 
this  rope,  caused  the  derrick  to  sway,  and 
one  of  the  ropes  to  throw  a  workman  from 
the  top  of  a  post  on  which  he  was  standing, 
to  the  sidewalk.  Failure  to  provide  proper 
warnings  or  signals  was  the  negligence 
urged.  The  contention  of  the  master  was 
that  the  danger  was  created  by  the  workmen 
themselves,  and  that  occasion  for  warning 
or  signals  arose  only  in  consequence  of  ex- 
tending the  rope;  but  the  court  held  that 
the  absohite  duty  of  the  master  to  provide 
a  safe  place  was  not  avoided  by  the  negli- 
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Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  590-695.  Why,  then,  should 
the  master  be  excused  by  giving  empty 
orders  to  one  servant  to  warn  another,  en- 
grossed in  bis  work,  of  a  danger  arising  by 
the  master's  act  in  the  place  the  master  has 
provided,  which,  but  for  that  act,  would  be 
slifeT  Again,  it  is  generally  held  in  and  by 
the  Federal  and  Wisconsin  courts  in  par- 
ticular that  "the  duty  to  warn  and  instruct 
an  employee  who  is  set  to  perform  a  danger- 
ous work  with  which  he  is  unacquainted  is 
a  primary  and  absolute  duty  of  the  master 
to  the  servant,  and  he  cannot  relieve  him- 
self of  liability  for  its  nonperformance  by  del- 
egating or  entrusting  it  to  a  subordinate  or 
to  a  fellow  servant  of  such  workman.  Noth- 
ing short  of  actual  notice  of  the  danger  to 
the  workman  who  is  to  encounter  it,  with 


such  cautionary  explanation  as  may  enable 
him  to  avoid  it,  will  satisfy  the  requirement 
of  the  law,  and  the  default  of  an  inter- 
mediary, whether  he  be  the  highest  officer 
in  control  or  merely  a  fellow  workman  of 
the  one  exposed  to  the  danger,  is  the  de- 
fault of  the  master."  Gray,  J.,  in  Peters  v. 
George,  83  C.  C.  A.  408,  154  Fed.  634.  To 
the  same. effect,  see  Timlin,  J.,  in  Gussart  v. 
Greenleaf  Stone  Co.  (1908)  134  Wis.  425,114 
N.  W.  802,  referring  to  the  other  Wisconsin 
cases.  And  see  Marshall,  J.,,  in  Fleming 
V.  Northern  Tissue  Paper  Mill,  135  Wis. 
157,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  701,  114  N.  W.  841. 
And  see  Allen,  Ch.  J.,  in  Wheeler  v.  Wason 
Mfg.  Co.  135  Mass.  204.  This  is  certainly 
the  rule  in  this  state.  Why  is  the  duty  to 
warn  or  instruct  an  inexperienced  servant 


gence  of  his  representatives  or  servants  to 
do  the  things  which  would  obviously  prevent 
the  known  original  danger,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  did  not  assume  the  risk  of  his  em- 
ployer's neglect  to  furnish  a  reasonably  safe 
system  of  protection  against  the  danger 
from  injury  by  passing  vehicles. 

Among  tne  personal  duties  which  the  law 
imposes  upon  the  master,  which  cannot  be 
delegated,  is  that  of  instructing  the  inexpe- 
rienced and  uninformed  servant  of  the  d<ui- 
gers  of  his  situation,  and  of  advising  him 
of  the  proper  means  of  escaping  injury.  Al- 
ton Paving,  Bldg.  &  Fire  Brick  Co.  v.  Hud- 
son, supra. 

The  duty  to  instruct  a  young  and  inexpe- 
rienced boy  as  to  a  danger  arising  from  the 
saturation  of  his  clothes  with  dangerous  and 
inflammable  oils  and  gases  in  the  course  of 
hie  employment,  and  in  failing  to  instruct 
him  in  regard  to  the  hazards  arising  there- 
from on  coming  close  to  fire,  was  held  to  be 
the  master's,  and  that  the  agent  employed, 
or  servant  who  might  be  delegated  to  per- 
form it,  stood  in  the  master's  place,  and 
that  his  negligence  was  the  master's  negli- 
gence. Wallace  v.  Standard  Oil  Co.  66  Fed. 
202. 

FniUire  of  the  master  to  instruct  a  green 
servant  employed  in  moving  heavy  presses 
that  they  were  of  such  construction  that 
they  were  liable  to  tip  over  is  the  neglect 
to  perform  an  absolute  duty;  and  he  can- 
not escape  liability  on  the  theory  that  the 
foreman  in  charge  of  the  work,  who  should 
have  given  the  instruction,  was  a  fellow  serv- 
ant of  the  injured  employee,  since  the  fore- 
man was  the  vice  principal  within  the  rule 
that  an  employee  or  servant  to  whom  is 
delegated  the  performance  of  the  master's 
absolute  duty  to  other  servants  is,  as  to 
such  other  servants  and  employees,  a  vice 
principal.  Peterson  y.  American  Grass 
Twine  Co.  90  Minn.  343,  06  N.  W.  013. 

But  in  Hamann  v.  Milwaukee  Bridge  Co. 
127  Wis.  550,  106  N.  W  1081,  7  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  458,  a  foreman,  in  removing  a 
heavy  machine  from  a  freight  car  to  the 
floor  of  the  master's  factory,  was  held  to  be 
a  fellow  servant  with  the  other  employees 
engaged  in  that  work,  and  the  master  was 
20  L.B.A.(NJB.) 


held  not  liable  for  his  failure  to  exercise  due 
care  to  acquaint  his  assistants  of  the  dan- 
gers of  the  operation. 

Hie  work  of  taking  down  a  drainage  pipe 
in  a  mine,  without  warning  the  workmen 
below  that  it  was  liable  to  fall,  was  held 
not  to  be  one  of  the  details  or  incidents  of 
the  work  of  operating  a  mine,  within  the 
rule  that  where  the  master  has  provided 
competent  servants  and  exercised  due  care 
in  providing  a,  reasonably  safe  place  to 
work,  and  safe  appliances,  and,  where  the 
work  is  complicated,  has  provided  suitable 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  general  opera* 
tion  of  the  plant  or  machines,  the  duty  of 
warning  against  perils  incident  to  the  opera- 
tion or  the  conduct  or  character  of  the.  work 
being  carried  on  is  not  one  of  those  person- 
al duties  of  the  master  which  may  not  be 
delegated.  Kentucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Co. 
v.  Nance,  91  C.  C.  A.  82,  165  Fed.  44. 

It  is  negligence  on  the  part  of  a  foreman 
in  a  sawmill  to  set  an  inexperienced  serv- 
ant at  work  near  revolving  cog  wheels 
without  pointing  out  the  danger;  and,  said 
the  court  in  Nadau  v.  White  River  Lumber 
Co.  76  Wis.  120,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  29,  43  N. 
W.  1135,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  cite  au- 
thorities to  show  that  the  master  is  bound 
by  the  acts  of  his  foreman  in  setting  the 
plaintiff  at  work  in  the  manner  he  did. 

It  is  the  personal  duty  of  the  master  to 
warn  an  inexperienced  servant  of  the  dan- 
gers attending  the  drilling  out  of  unexploded 
charges  of  powder  and  dynamite  in  a  quarry. 
Peters  v.  George,  83  C.  C.  A.  408,  164  Fed. 
634.  The  court  says  that  nothing  short  of 
actual  notice  of  the  danger  to  the  workman 
who  is  to  encounter  it,  with  such  cautionary 
explanation  as  may  enable  him  to  avoid  it, 
will  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and 
the  default  of  the  intermedials,  whether  he 
be  the  highest  officer  in  control,  or  merely  a 
fellow  workman  of  the  one  exposed  to  the 
danger,  is  the  default  of  the  master. 

The  duty  of  a  corporation  to  instruct  a 
miner  as  to  the  use  of  a  new  and  highly 
explosive  substance  provided  for  blasting 
was  said,  in  Smith  v.  Oxford  Iron  .Co.  42 
N.  J.  L.  467,  3G  Am.  Rep.  536,  to  be  one  rest- 
ing on  the  company  itself,  which  the  presi- 
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incapable  of  delegation,  and  tbe  duty  to 
Tram  of  danger  impending  because  of  some 
independent  act  performed  for  the  master's 
purposes  capable  of  delegation?  In  the 
former  class  of  cases  the  servant  is  usually 
in  a  position  to  readily  discover  the  danger 
to  which  his  master's  negligence  may  have 
exposed,  him,  even  in  cases  in  which  deleg- 
able duty  to  warn  may  exist.  See  O'Niel 
V.  Great  Northern  R.  Co.  80  Minn.  27,  51 
L.R.A.  532,  82  N.  W.  1086.  It  seems  almost 
whimsical  to  hold  that  the  master  may  not 
delegate  the  duty  to  instruct  servants  of 
a  dangerous  peculiarity  of  a  place  or  in- 
strumentality of  which  the  servant  him- 
self might  learn,  and  yet  to  hold  tliat  the 
master  would  not  be  responsible  for  tLe 
failure   of   another   servant   to  give  warn- 


ing that  he  was  about  to  start  a  machine 
into  motion.  Of  his  intention,  the  injiind 
servant  could  not  have  learned;  of  the  ex- 
ecution of  bis  intention,  the  injured  wtt- 
ant,  engrossed  in  his  work,  is  perilousk 
likely  to  be  ignorant.  Moreover,  the  dan- 
ger which  comes  from  starting  the  ma- 
chinery into  motion  without  warning,  usual 
or  unusual,  is  peculiarly  like  to  result  in 
harm. 

Finally,  the  duty  to  warn  even  third  per- 
sons of  a  danger  created  by  the  act  of  the 
person  sought  to  be  charged  is  one  which 
cannot  be  delegated.  Thus,  in  Boucher  v. 
New  York,  N.  H.  ft  H.  R.  Co.  198  Mass. 
355,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1177,  82  N.  E.  15, 
Knowlton,  Ch.  J.,  said:  "When  one  is  con- 
ducting a  business,  the  necessary  effect  of 


dent  could  not  shift  by  referring  to  one  of 
his  subordinates. 

While,  in  the  ordinary  work  of  making 
excavations,  the  foreman  is  a  fellow  servant 
of  a  member  of  a  ditch  crew,  still,  if  the 
duty  to  inform  the  laborers  of  unusual  and 
peculiar  hazards  arising  from  the  use  of 
dynamite  is  delegated  to  him,  and  he  fails 
to  give  such  information  and  instruction  as 
are  necessary,  the  employer  is  liable,  since 
the  duty  of  giving  notice  to  the  servant  of 
such  perils  is  one  that  cannot  be  delegated 
by  the  master.  Welch  v.  Bath  Iron  Works, 
08  Me.  361,  S7  Atl.  88. 

In  Polo  v.  Palisade  Constr.  Co.  75  N.  J. 
L.  873,  70  Atl.  101,  a  servant,  in  examining 
an  unexploded  blast  hole  without  warning 
other  workmen  of  the  danger  of  its  explod- 
ing, so  that  they  could  withdraw  to  a  place 
of  safety,  was  held  to  be  the  representative 
of  the  master. 

In  Archer-Foster  Constr.  Co.  v.  Vaughn, 
79  Ark.  20,  84  S.  W.  717,  one  who  was  a  fel- 
low servant  of  an  injured  driller  in  handling 
the  drill  and  loading  dynamite  was  held  tn 
he  the  vice  principal  as  to  the  duty  of  warn- 
ing the  driller  of  latent  dangers  and  pro- 
viding a  safe  place. 

The  duty  oi  the  master  to  instruct  an  ig- 
norant servant  as  to  the  danger  of  explosion 
arising  from  heating  a  hollow  piston  head 
without  venting  it  cannot  be  delegated. 
Gagnon  v.  Klauder-Weldon  Dyeing  Mach. 
Co.  174  Fed.  477.  The  court  said:  "It  is 
undoubtedly  true  that  a  master  who  em- 
ploys competent  superintendents  and  fore- 
men may  leave  the  execution  of  the  details 
of  the  work  to  them,  and  is  not  required  to 
oversee  the  details,  aind  that,  where  there 
are  different  methods  of  doing  certain  work, 
it  may  leave  it  to  them  to  select  the  method 
but,  if  some  methods  or  processes  are  danger- 
ous, and  other  not  dangerous,  and  this  is 
known  to  the  master,  and  the  selection  of 
method  is  left  to  the  foreman  in  charge,  and 
he  is  at  liberty,  as  was  the  case  here,  to 
adopt  either  method,  and  he  adopts  the 
dangerous  one,  and  directs  the  work  to  be 
done  in  that  way,  he  represents  the  master 
.  .  .  as  much  as  if  he  were  personally 
present  and  made  the  selection;  and,  as  it 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


would  be  negligence  for  the  master  to  set  the 
ignorant  workman  to  the  execution  of  the 
work  in  that  manner  without  warning  or 
instructions,  so  it  would  be  his  negligence 
should  the  vice  principal  or  foreman  set  the 
ignorant  employee  to  do  the  work  according 
to  the  dangerous  method,  without  warning 
or  instruction  as  to  the  danger." 

A  master  is  liable  for  the  negligence  of 
one  in  charge  of  a  soda  water  fountain  while 
engaged  in  instructing  an  inexperienced 
servant.  McDonnell  v.  Central  Drug  Co. 
(Mich.)  125  N.  W.  646. 

But  in  Cribb  v.  Kynoch  [1907]  2  K.  B. 
648,  11  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  100,  it  was  held 
that  the  duty  of  the  master  to  warn  an  in- 
experienced minor  servant  as  to  the  proper 
method  of  handling  a  loaded  cartridge  was 
one  that  could  be  delegated. 

And  in  Vitto  v.  Farley,  15  Misc.  153,  3fi 
N.  Y.  Supp.  1105,  affirmed  in  15  App.  Div. 
329,  44  N.  Y.  Supp.  1,  it  was  held  that  a 
servant  employed  as  a  common  laborer  to 
drill  holes,  who  was  told  by  a  foreman  to 
draw  an  unexploded  charge,  without  warn- 
ing as  to  the  kind  of  explosives  used,  or  in- 
struction in  the  way  of  handling  them,  and 
who  was  hurt,  could  not  hold  the  master 
responsible,  since,  if  a  workman  is  emploved 
for  one  purpose,  and  the  foreman  directs 
him  to  perform  another  and  specially  dan- 
gerous service,  without  suflScient  knowled^ 
or  instruction,  the  fault  is  not  that  of  the 
master,  but  that  of  a  coservant. 

And  failure  of  an  inspector  to  mark  a  ear 
"shop,"  so  as  to  notify  a  switchman  that  it 
was  defective,  was  held  not  to  be  a  default 
in  duty  which  the  master  personally  owed 
to  the  switchman,  but  that  the  negligence  in 
this  respect,  assuming  that  it  was  a  duty  of 
the  master  60  to  notify  its  servants  that 
particular  cars  were  defective,  was  the  neg- 
ligence of  a  fellow  servant.  Chesapeake  & 
0.  R/  Co.  V.  Hennessey,  38  C.  C.  A.  307,  96 
Fed.  713. 

In  Slavens  v.  Northern  P.  R.  Co.  38  a  C. 
A.  161,  97  Fed.  255,  a  section  hand  engaged 
in  removing  from  a  railroad  track  an  ob- 
struction caused  by  a  landslide  was  carried 
into  a  river  at  the  side  of  the  track  by  a 
second  slide  and  drowned.    It  was  contend- 
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which  is  to  expose  others  to  great  danger, 
so  that  he  ought  to  take  precautions  ior 
their  safety,  he  is  responsible  for  the  negli- 
gence of  an  independent  contractor,  to  -whom 
be  intrusts  the  performance  of  this  duty." 
This  was  applied  to  the  negligence  of  a  gate 
tender  at  a  street  crossing  of  a  railroad. 

(f)  The  weight  of  authority  is  that,  as  a 
general  rule,  the  duty  of  the  master  to 
warn  the  servant  of  impending  danger 
caused  by  an  independent  act  performed  for 
the  master's  business,  and  of  perils  result- 
ing from  the  fact  that  a  safe  place  became 
dangerous  through  the  work  there  carried 
on,  is  an  absolute  duty  which  the  master 
cannot  delegate.  See  authorities  collected 
in  10  Cyc.  Law  &,  Proc.  p.  742 ;  26  Cyc.  Law 
k  Proc.  p.  1337;  Gerrish  t.  New  Haven  Ice 


Co.  63  Conn.  9,  27  Atl.  235,  (employee 
failed  to  notify  engineer  of  the  dangerous 
position  of  plaintiff,  injured  by  the  start- 
ing of  machinery);  Hardacre  t.  Sayles, 
28  R.  I.  235,  66  Atl.  298  (failure  to  notify 
of  slipping  of  steam  joint) ;  Cerrillos  Coal 
R.  Co.  y.  Deaerant,  9  N.  M.  49,  49  Pac.  807 
(failure  of  employee  to  advise  miners  of 
presence  of  dangerous  gases).  And  see  2 
Labatt,  Mast,  it,  8.  678,  5.79.  Even  under 
the  test  for  determination  of  who  is  a  fel- 
low servant,  in  vogue  in  the  Federal  courts, 
the  tendency  is  to  extend  the  cases  in  which 
the  duty  of  warning  cannot  be  delegated. 
See  Western  Electric  Co.  v.  Hanselmann, 
70  L.R.A.  765,  69  C.  C.  A.  346,  136  Fed. 
564,  supra;  Kentucky  Block  Cannel  C6alCo. 
V.  Nance,  91  C.  C.  A.  82,  165  Fed.  44-47  (in 


ed  that  the  company,  through  a  conductor  of 
a  train  stopped  by  the  slide,  under  whose  or- 
ders the  deceased  was  working  at  the  time 
of  the  accident,  failed  to  notify  or  warn 
the  deceased  of  the  dangers  incident  to,  or 
attendant  upon,  the  removal  of  the  obstruc- 
tions, and  that,  as  it  would  have  been  the 
duty  of  the  master  to  warn  the  deceased  of 
the  danger,  if  personally  present,  directing 
the  work,  it  was  equally  the  duty  of  the 
conductor,  for  the  failure  of  which  the  mas- 
ter was  liable.  But  the  court  held  that,  at 
most,  the  conductor  was  a  mere  temporary 
boss,  and  that,  conceding  it  was  his  duty  to 
notify  the  deceased  of  danger,  his  failure  to 
do  so  was  the  negligence  of  a  fellow  servant, 
for  which  the  common  employer  was  not  re- 
sponsible. The  court  cited  Alaska  Treadwell 
Gold  Min.  Co.  ▼.  Whelan,  168  U.  S.  86,  42  L. 
ed.  390,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  40,  and  Martin  v. 
Atchison,  T.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  166  U.  8.  399,  41 
L.  ed.  1051, 17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  603,  in  support 
of  its  ruling.  In  the  first  case,  the  defend- 
ant was  held  not  liable  for  an  injury  to  a 
servant,  due  to  the  failure  to  warn,  because 
the  injured  servant  was  considered  to  be  a 
fellow  servant  with  the  negligent  servant, 
because  employed  in  the  same  department  of 
business,  under  a  common  head.  In  the  sec- 
ond case,  the  master  was  held  not  liable  be- 
eanse  the  negligent  servant  was  deemed  to 
be  a  fellow  servant  of  the  plaintiff,  the  duty 
to  warn  being  held  not  the  neglect  of  any 
duty  which  uie  master  owed  the  plaintiff. 
The  case  is  therefore  of  little  value  as  a 
ruling  as  to  the  delegability  of  the  duty  to 
warn  in  such  a  case.  If  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  master  to  warn  at  all  in  such  a  case,  it 
would  seem  as  if  the  duty  were  nondelega- 
ble, nnder  the  American  authorities. 

A,  Of  ne%p  and  extraordtnary  perils. 

Among  the  duties  required  of  the  master 
is  that  of  instructing  and  warning  inex- 
perienced servants  against  special  dangers 
attending  hazardous  duties,  and  this  duty 
i*  of  a  personal  nature,  and  if  it  is  delegated 
to  a  servant,  no  matter  what  his  title  may 
be,  or  what  his  grade  or  rank  in  the  mas- 
ter's service,  the  master  will  be  responsible 
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for  its  nonperformance.  Camp  v.  Hall,  39 
Fla.  535,  22  So.  792. 

The  fellow-servant  rule  does  not  apply  to 
a  case  in  which  the  employer  places  an  em- 
ployee under  the  control  and  direction  of 
another,  and  the  latter  orders  the  servant 
into  a  place  of  unusual  dangers  and  exposes 
him  to  extraordinary  peril,  of  the  existence 
of  which  the  servant  is  not  advised.  Mis- 
souri P.  R.  Co.  v.  Peregoy,  36  Kan.  424,  14 
Pac.  7. 

It  is  one  of  the  personal  duties  of  the 
master  to  give  careful  instructions,  direc- 
tions, and  warnings  to  a  youthful  or  inex- 
perienced servant,  of  unusual  and  hidden 
dangers  of  which  the  employer  is  aware,  and 
of  which  the  servant,  to  the  employer's 
knowledge,  is  ignorant.  Tedford  v.  Los 
Angeles  Electric  Co.  134  Cal.  76,  54  L.R.A. 
85,  66  Pac.  76. 

The  duty  of  the  master  to  instruct  a  serv- 
ant as  to  extraordinary  risks  of  such  kind 
that  the  servant  cannot  be  held  charge- 
able with  an  adequate  comprehension  of 
their  nature  and  extent,  and  as  to  the  prop- 
er means  to  safeguard  liimself,  is  nondelega- 
ble. Industrial  Lumber  Co.  v.  Bivens,  47 
Tex.  Civ.  App.  396,  105  S.  W.  831. 

A  foreman,  in  ordering  a  workman  to  go 
into  a  dangerous  place  without  warning  him 
of  its  dangers,  is  not  a  fellow  servant  of 
such  workman  in  giving  such  order,  but  the 
representative  of  the  master.  Oolitic  Stone 
Co.  V.  Ridge  (Ind.)  91  N.  E.  944. 

In  Felice  v.  New  York  C.  ft  H.  R.  R.  Co. 
14  App.  Div.  345,  43  N.  Y.  Supp.  922,  the 
court  says  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  master 
to  use  reasonable  care  to  provide  for  the 
servant,  so  far  as  the  work  at  which  he  is 
engaged  will  permit,  a  reasonably  safe  and 
proper  place  in  which  to  do  his  work,  and 
to  give  him  such  warning  of  additional  dan- 
gers as  will  enable  him,  in  the  exercise  of 
reasonable  care,  to  avoid  them,  or  to  guard 
himself  against  them;  that  just  how  that 
duty  should  be  performed  in  any  given  case 
cannot  be  determined  as  a  matter  of  law, 
and  that  whatever  means  are  employed,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  master  to  employ  them;  and 
that  the  duty  cannot  be  delegated  to  any 
other,  person;  and  that  a  person  appointed 
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which  the  master  adopted  a  dangerous 
method,  which  made  it  incumbent  to  warn 
plaintiff,  a  servant  at  work  in  a  place  safe 
in  itself,  but  made  dangerous  by  the  work 
of  removal,  and  it  was  held  that  the  mas- 
ter could  not  delegate  the  duty  to  warn). 
And  see  The  Boveric,  93  C.  C.  A.  166,  167 
Fed.  520;  International  Paper  Co.  y.  Robin, 
93  C.  C.  A.  322,  167  Fed.  922;  Toledo 
Brewing  it,  Malting  Co.  v.  Bosch,  41  C.  C. 
A.  482,  101  Fed.  530;  The  Magdaline  (D. 
C.)  91  Fed.  798. 

It  is  not,  however,  necessary  here  to  de- 
cide, nor  is  it  here  decided,  that,  under  all 
circumstances,  the  duty  of  the  master  to 
warn  his  servant  of  impending  danger  is 
absolute  or  nonassignable.  The  principle 
which  determines  this  case  is:     When  an 


employee  is  at  work  in  a  place  safe  in  it- 
self, but  which,  by  virtue  of  some  independ- 
ent work  done  for  the  master's  purposes,  be- 
comes dangerous,  unless  prior  warning  of 
the  impending  danger  be  given,  and  when 
the  master  has  required  such  notice  to  be 
given,  or  has  assumed  to  customarily  give 
such  warning  through  an  employee,  the  per- 
son charged  with  that  duty  is  a  vice  prin- 
cipal. For  his  negligence  therein  the  mas- 
ter is  liable.  This  rule  is  generally  ac- 
cepted. Comrade  v.  Atlas  Lumber  &  Shin- 
gle Co.  44  Wash.  470,  87  Fac.  517  ( failure 
to  blow  whistle  before  starting  machinery 
in  motion) :  Nelson  ▼.  S.  Willey  S.  S.  & 
Nav.  Co.  26  Wash.  548,  67  Pac.  237  (where 
a  steamboat  mate  untied  a  gang  plank,  but 
negligently  failed  to  give  customary  warn- 


to  perform  it  is  the  alter  ego  of  the  master, 
for  whose  negligence  the  master  is  liable. 

A  foreman,  in  ordering  a  servant  engaged 
in  excavating  a  ditch,  into  a  place  of  un- 
usual danger,  by  reason  of  a  crack  in  tho 
earth,  without  warning  of  the  risks  incurred 
in  obeying  the  order,  represents  the  master. 
Carlson  v.  Northwestern  Teleph.  Exch.  Co. 
63  Minn.  428,  65  N.  W.  914. 

In  McMahon  v.  Ida  Min.  Co.  95  Wis.  308, 
60  Am.  St.  Rep.  117,  70  N.  W.  478,  it  was 
held  that  a  shift  boss,  in  sending  a  miner  to 
work  without  warning  in  a  new  part  of  the 
mine,  where  there  was  a  concealed  danger 
of  which  the  shift  boss  knew,  but  of  which 
the  miner  did  not,  was  performing  a  duty 
of  the  master,  and  not  that  of  a  coemployce. 

The  duty  of  informing  a  servant  of  a  spe- 
cial or  extraordinary  risk  connected  with  his 
service,  such  as  the  dangerous  condition  of 
railroad  tracks,  is  a  primary  duty  of  the 
master,  and  the  delegation  thereof  to  any 
inferior  servant  cannot  relieve  him  of  the 
responsibility  imposed  by  law,  no  matter 
whether  the  servant  to  whom  it  is  delegat- 
ed is  higher  or  lower  in  the  scale  of  em- 
ployment. Mercantile  Trust  Co.  v.  Pitts- 
burgh, &  W.  R.  Co.  53  C.  C.  A.  207,  115 
Fed.  475. 

In  Cincinnati,  N.  0.  ft  T.  P.  R.  Co.  t. 
Gray,  50  L.R.A.  47,  41  C.  C.  A.  535,  101  Fed. 
623,  it  was  held  that  it  was  the  duty  of  a 
railroad  company  to  instruct  employees  as 
to  the  operation  of  a  new  automatic  switch 
with  which  they  were  unfamiliar.  But  the 
court,  in  its  opinion,  approved  of  the  fol- 
lowing statement  from  1  Shearm.  &  Redf. 
Neg.  5th  ed.  §  203 :  "It  is  also  the  personal 
duty  of  the  master,  so  far  as  he  can,  by  the 
use  of  ordinary  care,  to  avoid  exposing. his 
servants  to  extraordinary  risks  which  they 
could  not  reasonably  anticipate,  although  he 
is  not  bound  to  guarantee  them  against  such 
risks,  nor  to  guard  against  an  accident 
which  is  not  at  all  likely  to  happen.  The 
master  must  therefore  give  warning  to  his 
servants  of  all  perils  to  which  they  will  be 
exposed,  of  which  he  is  or  ought  to  be  aware, 
other  than  such  as  they  should,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  ordinary  care,  have  foreseen  as  neces- 
sarily incidental  to  the  business  in  the  natu- 
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ral  and  ordinary  course  of  affairs,  though 
more  than  this  is  not  required  of  him.  It 
makes  no  difference  what  is  the  nature  of 
the  peculiar  peril,  or  whether  it  is  or  is  not 
beyond  the  master's  control.  And  it  is  not 
enough  for  the  master  to  use  care  and  pains 
to  give  such  notice.  He  must  see  that  it  is 
actually  given.  If,  therefore,  he  fails  to 
give  such  warning,  in  terms  sufficiently  clear 
to  call  the  attention  of  his  servants  to  a 
peril  of  which  he  is  or  ought  to  be  aware, 
he  is  liable  to  them  for  any  injury  which 
they  suffer  thereby  without  contributory 
negligence.  Such  notice  must  be  timely, — 
that  is,  given  in  sufficient  time  to  enable 
the  servant  to  profit  by  it.  It  is  therefore 
the  duty  of  the  master  to  give  adequate  and 
timely  \rarnings  of  changes  in  the  situation 
involving  new  dangers." 

Where  a  foreman  ordered  a  boy  less  than 
fourteen  years  old,  employed  for  the  harm- 
less work  of  putting  together  freight  and 
vegetable  crates,  to  engage  in  the  dangerous 
employment  of  pushing  lumber  cars  on  the 
side  track  of  the  master's  sawmill,  without 
instructing  him  as  to  the  special  dangers  at- 
tending it,  this  was  held  to  be  the  negligence 
of  the  master.    Camp  v.  Hall,  supra. 

It  is  the  personal  duty  of  the  master  to 
avoid  exposing  his  servants  to  unusual  risks 
by  giving  them  warning  of  the  perils  to 
which  they  may  be  exposed  in  the  use  of  ma- 
chinery, where  the  servant  has  not  the  same 
opportunity  to  know  the  dangers  that  the 
master  has.  Thomas  v.  Cincinnati,  N.  0. 
&  T.  P.  R.  Co.  07  Fed.  246. 

In  John  Lang  Paper  Co.  v:  Zacheyfla,  178 
Fed.  263,  it  was  held  that  the  question 
whether  or  not  it  was  the  master's  nondel- 
egable duty  to  warn  an  inexperienced  serv- 
ant of  the  extraordinary  danger  of  a  nar- 
row and  cramped  space  between  two  paper 
machines,  where  he  was  ordered  by  a  fore- 
man to  repair  or  tighten  a  belt,  and  where 
he  was  injured  by  having  his  hand  caught 
and  crushed  between  the  rollers  of  one  of 
the  machines,  which  had  not  been  stopped, 
was  properly  submitted  to  the  jury. 

Conceding  that  foremen  under  whose  di- 
rection a  trestlework  was  torn  down  were 
fellow  servants  of  a  laborer  in  the  general 
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big  before  letting  it  slide  to  the  deck,  to  the 
injury  of  a' deckhand;  O'Brien  v.  Page  Lum- 
ber Co.  39  Wash.  537,  82  Pao.  114-110  (ap- 
plying a  "nigger"  to  a  log  in  a  sawniill 
without  warning  to  plaintiff  "dogger") ; 
Hough  T.  Grants  Pass  New  Water,  Light  ft 
P.  Co.  41  Or.  631,  69  Pac.  655  (failure  to 
warn  lineman  of  turning  on  electric  pow- 
er) ;  Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Co.  t.  Likes,  225 
111.  249,  80  N.  E.  136;  Pantzar  v.  Tilly 
Foster  Iron  Min.  Co.  99  N.  Y.  368,  2  N.  E. 
24-27  (failure  of  master  to  warn  servant  at 
work  in  mine  of  dai^r  from  rock  liable  to 
fall) ;  Burlington  &  M.  River  R.  Co.  v. 
Crockett,  19  Neb.  139,  26  N.  W.  921;  An- 
dreson  t.  Ogden  Union  R.  ft  Depot  Co.  8 
Utah,  128,  30  Pac.  305.  And  see  Dizonno 
T.  Great  Northern  R.  Co.  103  Minn.  120, 


114  N.  W.  736  (servant  directed  to  pass 
over  a  pile  of  plate  by  foreman,  who  moved 
a  plate  to  plaintiff's  injury). 

Counsel  for  defendant  has  called  our  at- 
tention to  two  traveling-crane  cases  in  this 
state  which  he  urges  are  inconsistent  with 
the  view  here  taken, — Jemming  v.  Great 
Northern  R.  Co.  96  Minn.  302,  1  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  696,  104  N.  W.  1079  (which  did  not 
involve  a  customary  warning),  and  Berneche 
V.  Billiard,  101  Minn.  366,  112  N.  W.  392. 
The  rule  in  the  latter  case  is  conclusively 
in  favor  of  plaintiff  here.  There  the  fore- 
man. Hood,  who  put  the  derrick  in  motion, 
to  plaintiff's  injury,  "was  in  no  position  to 
observe  or  know  ...  of  the  condition 
of  things"  where  plaintiff  was.  "To  charge 
defendant  with  liability  for  this  act  of  Hood, 


work  of  clearing  the  dock  upon  which  the 
latter  was  employed,  it  was  held  that  the 
master  should  be  charged  with  their  negli- 
gence in  tearing  down  the  trestlework  with- 
out warning  resulting  in  injury  to  the 
plaintiff,  since  the  danger  from  the  negli- 
gence of  these  foremen  in  this  work  was  a 
new  and  extraordinary  risk,  known  to  and 
created  by  the  master  after  having  em- 
ployed the  plaintiff,  and  a  danger  of  which 
the  plaintiff  was  ignorant;  and  therefore  it 
was  the  master's  duty  to  notify  him. 
Northwestern  Fuel  Co.  v.  Danielson,  6  C. 
0.  A.  636,  12  U.  S.  App.  688,  57  Fed.  915. 
But  as  to  the  effect  of  the  act  of  a  fore- 
man in  ordering  a  servant  to  work  for  which 
he  was  not  hired,  see  O'Brien  v.  Rideout  and 
Crown  V.  Orr,  supra,  II.  b;  and  Vitto  v. 
Farley,  IT.  e.  See  also  on  this  point  Burke 
T.  Anderson,  infra.  III.  b. 

III.  Tranaitory  and  recurring  dangers. 

a.  In  general. 

When  the  question  is  as  to  the  delegabil- 
ity of  the  duty  of  the  master  to  warn  serv- 
ants of  dangerjs  necessarily  recurring  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  work,  the  conflict 
in  the  cases  becomes  more  marked.  In  this 
class  of  cases  the  dangers  are  unavoidable 
and  are  incident  to  the  work  in  which  the 
servant  himself  is  engaged,  or  to  other  work 
in  the  same  place  which  other  servants  are 
carrying  on.  They  are  dangers  which  the 
master  can  and  should  provide  against. 
When  he  has  employed  a  competent  person 
for  his  purpose,  some  courts  say  he  has 
done  enough,  while  others  declare  that  the 
duty  to  warn  is  absolute.  It  is  merely  a 
question  of  arbitrarily  drawing  the  line 
marking  the  point  at  which  the  master's 
duty  ends  and  the  servant's  assumption  of 
risk  begins. 

In  The  Queen,  40  Fed.  694,  the  owners  of 
a  ship  were  held  not  liable  to  seamen  for 
injuries  due  to  failure  to  give  proper  fog 
signals,  on  the  ground  that  this  is  a  detail 
of  navigation,  and  therefore  does  not  belong 
to  a  master  as  alter  ego,  or  special  repre- 
sentative of  the  owner.  The  court  says 
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that  though  there  are  many  acts,  in  the 
care  and  management  of  a  ship  and  of  the 
voyage,  in  which  the  master  acts  as  the 
representative  of  the  owners,  and  performs 
the  duties  and  functions  of  the  owners,  such 
as  the  maintenance  of  the  ship  and  her  ap- 
parel in  a  safe  and  seaworthy  condition, 
procuring  repairs  and  supplies,  freighting 
the  ship,  arranging  her  voyages,  her  tiroes 
and  places  of  sailing  and  stopping,  and  the 
discharge  of  all  the  general  duties  and  le- 
gal obligations  of  the  ship  to  the  seaman, 
for  which  acts,  if  negligently  performed, 
the  owners  are  responsible  to  the  seamen 
injured,  they  are  not  responsible  for  negli- 
gence in  the  mere  details  of  navigation  on 
board  the  ship,  because  these  acts  are  not 
at  all  the  duties  of  the  master  as  the  alter 
ego  or  representative  of  the  owners,  nor  are 
they  acts  as  to  which  the  owners  owe  any 
duty  to  the  seamen. 

Failure  of  miners  or  a  shift  boss  to  no- 
tify the  timber  men  that  a  newly  opened 
space  in  a  mine  was  ready  to  be  timoered 
was  held  to  be  the  negligence  of  fellow 
servants  of  a  trammer,  who  was  injured  by 
the  fall  of  ore  from  the  roof  because  of  ab- 
sence of  the  timber.  Petaja  v.  Aurora  Iron 
Min.  Co.  106  Mich.  463,  32  L.R.A.  435,  68 
Am.  St.  Rep.  505,  64  N.  W.  335,  66  N.  W. 
051.  To  the  same  effect,  Karppinen  t.  Tam- 
arack Min.  Co.   (Mich.)   122  N.  W.  433. 

Where  a  servant,  while  at  work  in  the 
partial  dismantling  of  a  railroad  trestle, 
was  not  given  the  particular  warning  that 
a  belt  had  not  been  withdrawn  from  a 
stringer,  which  resulted  in  injury  to  the 
servant,  it  was  held  that  this  neglect  was 
that  of  a  fellow  servant.  O'Neil  ▼.  Great 
Northern  R.  Co.  80  Minn.  27,  61  L.R.A. 
534,  82  N.  W.  1086.  The  court  said  that 
the  logical  result  of  the  claim  on  behalf  of 
the  plaintiff  that  the  negligent  servant  was 
a  vice  principal  would  require  from  the 
vice  principal  not  only  a  general  warning 
of  danger  in  such  a  case,  but  notice  of 
every  hazard  that  might  occur  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  work,  extending  through  all  its 
details;  and  would  lead  to  the  absurd  and* 
illogical  result  that  there  must  be  present 
«t  all  timea  the  master  or  his  represcnta- 
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knowledge  i.i  fact  on  bis  part  that  plaintiff 
would  thereby  be  put  in  danger  of  injury 
•hould-  have  been  shown.  .  .  .  With  that 
fact  affirmatively  appearing,  plaintiff  could, 
within  the  rule  of  some  of  our  decisions, 
recover."  See  Lohman  v.  Swift  &  Co.  105 
Minn.  148,  117  N.  W.  418,  distinguishing  the 
Berneche  Case  and  Doerr  ▼.  Daily  News 
Pub.  Co.  97  Minn.  248,  106  N.  W.  1044. 
So  within  Inland  Steel  Co.  t.  Smith,  39 
Ind.  App.  636,  75  N.  E.  852,  affirmed  in 
168  Ind.  245,  80  N.  E.  538,  involving  dam- 
age by  a  traveling  crane,  the  hatchman  here 
must  be  held  to  be  a  vice  principal. 

The  strongest  case  in  this  state  for  de- 
fendant seems  to  he  Lundquist  v.  Duluth 
Street  R.  Co.  65  Minn.  387,  67  N.  W.  1006. 
It  was  there  held  that  a  servant  of  a  st.'eet 


car  company,  who  failed  to  give  timelr 
warning  of  the  approach  of  a  nr  to  other 
employees  engaged  in  track  repairing  was  i 
fellow  servant  of  repairers.  And  see  Mar- 
tin V.  Atchison,  T.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  166  U.  S. 
399,  41  L.  ed.  1051,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  603  <u 
to  which  the  aberrations  in  the  Federal 
tests  of  who  is  a  fellow  servant  are  to  be 
borne  in  mind),  and  2  Labatt,  Mast  i.  S. 
p.  1741,  §  601.  Mitchell,  J.,  was,  howercr, 
of  the  opposite  opinion.  See  Erickson  t. 
St  Paul  &  D.  R.  Co.  41  Minn.  500,  i 
L.R.A.  786,  43  N.  W.  332.  And  see  Ander- 
son V.  Northern  Mill  Co.  42  Minn.  424,  44 
N.  W.  315.  In  Wisconsin  such  negligence 
of  the  servant  has  been  held  not  to  be  that 
of  a  fellow  servant.  Promer  t.  Milwaukee, 
L.  S.  &  W.  R.  Co.  90  Wis.  215,  48  Am.  St 


tive  for  every  servant.     Such  a  claim  de- 
feated itself. 

But  in  Illinois  Steel  Co.  v.  Zeimkowski, 
220  111.  324,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1161,  77  N.  E. 
100,  affirming  123  111.  App.  285,  where 
a  servant  was  injured  by  particles  of  mol- 
ten iron  thrown  off  from  a  vessel  at  a  cer- 
tain stage  of  the  heating  process,  warning 
of  which  was  not  given  him,  as  was  cus- 
tomary, the  master  was  held  liable,  the 
court  saying  that  if  the  master  chose  to 
have  the  servant  work  in  a  place  which  be- 
came dangerous  at  irregular  periods,  and 
gave  him  no  warning  of  the  approach  of 
danger,  he  must  be  held  liable  for  the  breach 
of  that  duty,  which  he  could  not  delegate 
so  as  to  relieve  himself  of  responsibility.   , 

6.  Of  ilastlng  and  attendant  perUa, 

The  courts  are  also  divided  as  to  the 
delegability  of  the  duty  of  the  master  to 
warn  servants  as  to  the  dangers  of  blast- 
ing, direct  and  incidental. 

The  duty  of  notifying  mining  servants 
passing  through  an  entry  that  a  charge  of 
dynamite  is  i£out  to  be  fired,  intrusted  to 
timber  men,  is  a  personal  duty  of  the  mas- 
ter, which  cannot  be  delegated.  Donk  Bros. 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  v.  Thil,  228  111.  233,  81  N. 
E.  857. 

The  master's  duty  to  give  warning  to  em- 
ployees in  a  mine  when  blasts  of  highly 
dangerous  explosives  are  to  be  fired  cannot 
be  delegated  so  as  to  relieve  him  from  lia- 
bility for  neglect  to  perform  it.  Hendrick- 
son  v.  United  States  Gypsum  Co.  133  Iowa, 
89,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  555,  110  N.  W.  322,  12 
A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  246.  The  court  says: 
"This  warning  was  for  the  benefit  of  em- 
ployees, in  order  to  make  the  place  in  which 
they  were  working  a  safe  one.  It  was  not 
an  incident  to  the  blasting,  but  the  per- 
formance of  an  entirely  different  duty;  to 
wit,  a  duty  which  the  master  owed  his  em- 
ployees; and  he  could  not  so  del^ate  this 
work  as  to  relieve  himself  of  the  negligent 
conduct  of  the  person  to  whom  that  dele- 
gation was  made.  Had  defendant  set  men 
to  work  in  this  mine  without  establishing 
some  system  of  warning,  and  they  or  some 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


of  them,  without  knowledge  of  that  fact 
were  injured  by  the  firing  of  a  blast,  we 
apprehend  no  one  would  contend  that  de- 
fendant was  not  liable." 

In  Streicher  v.  Davenport  Brick  &  Tile 
Co.  (Iowa)  124  N.  W.  327,  it  is  said  that 
it  could  not  be  doubted  that  one  whose  duty 
it  was  to  fire  a  blast  in  a  gravel  bank,  in 
giving  timely  warning  of  the  blast,  was 
performing  a  ministerial   duty. 

In  Harper  v.  lola  Portland  Cement  Co. 
76  Kan.  612,  93  Pac.  179,  343,  a  driller  in  a 
quarry  was  held  not  a  fellow  servant  of  an 
employee  who  was  charged  with  the  dnty 
of  discovering  unexploded  charges  of  dyna- 
mite, and  marking  them,  and  warning  oth- 
er workmen.  The  court  says  that  no  matter 
to  whom  the  task  might  be  assigned,  or 
what  the  rank  or  grade  of  his  service,  the 
duty  was  one  the  master  was  bound  to  ful- 
fil, and  failure  to  do  so  constituted  aetion- 
able  negligence. 

Directing  a  servant  to  pick  and  remove 
loose  rock  at  and  around  a  hole  in  which 
there  was  an  unexploded  charge  of  dyna- 
mite, without  making  a  reasonable  examina- 
tion to  ascertain  the  existence  of  such  unex- 
ploded charge,  and  without  warning  him 
of  the  latent  danger,  was  held  to  be  the 
n^lect  of  a  personal  duty  of  the  master. 
Stahl  V.  Duluth,  71  Minn.  341,  74  N.  W. 
143. 

Although  the  duty  to  give  warning  of 
blasting  in  a  stone  quarry  is  intrusted  to 
a  fellow  servant  of  an  employee  injured  by 
a  premature  explosion  set  off  without  the 
customary  warning,  the  master  is  never- 
theless liable,  since  it  is  one  of  his  absolute 
duties  to  see  that  the  proper  warning  ii 
given.  Hjelm  v.  Western  Granite  Contract- 
ing Co.  94  Minn.  169,  102  N.  W.  384. 

The  duty  of  a  master  to -warn  servanta 
when  a  blast  in  a  mine  is  to  be  set  off  ii 
one  that  cannot  be  delegated.  Jaoobson  v. 
Hobart  Iron  Co.  103  Minn.  319,  114  N.  W. 
951. 

So,  a  vice  principal,  in  undertaking  to 
warn  a  servant  in  a  mine  when  he  would 
be  in  danger  from  the  work  of  blasting, 
does  not  act  simply  as  a  fellow  Berrant,  and 
the  master  is  liable  if  he  n^lects  to  do  ao, 
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Bep.  906,  63  N.  W.  90.  This  is  the  gener- 
tU;  aecepted  view.  See  Chicago  &  A.  R. 
Co.  T.  Eaton,  194  111.  441,  88  Am.  St.  Rep. 
Itl,  62  N.  E.  784;  Metropolitan  West  Side 
Eler.  R.  Co.  v.  Skola,  183  111.  454,  75  Am. 
St.  Rep.  120,  56  N.  E.  171;  Chicago  &  A. 
R.  Ca  V.  Wise,  106  111.  App.  174,  affirmed 
in  206  III.  453,  69  N.  E.  500;  D'Agostino  v. 
Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  72  N.  J.  L.  358,  60 
Atl.  1113.  On  the  same  principle  the  duty 
to  warn  of  an  expected  explosion  is  "mas- 
tiriaL"  Carlson  r.  James  Forrestal  Co. 
101  Minn.  446,  112  N.  W.  626;  Borgerson 
T.  Cook  Stone  Co.  91  Minn.  91,  97  N.  W. 
734;  Hjelm  v.  Western  Granite  Contracting 
Co.  94  .Minn.  109,  102  N.  W  384.  To  the 
lame  elTect,  see  Hendrickson  v.  United 
States  (;>pdum  Co.  133  Iowa,  89,  9  LJEI.A. 


(N.S.)  555,  110  N.  W.  322,  12  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  247;  Belleville  Stone  Co.  v.  Moonej, 
00  N.  J.  L.  323,  38  Atl.  835;  Donk  Bros. 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  v.  Thil,  228  III.  233,  81 
N.  E.  857;  Burrows  v.  Ozark  White  Lime 
Co.  82  Ark.  343,  101  S.  W.  744.  But  see 
Donovan  v.  Ferris,  128  Cal.  48,  79  Am.  St. 
Rep.  25,  60  Pac.  519;  Gallagher  v.  McMul- 
lin,  25  App.  Div.  671,  49  N.  Y.  Supp.  734; 
Hare  v.  Mclntire,  82  Me.  240,  8  L.R.A.  450, 
17  Am.  St  Rep.  476,  19  Atl.  453.  Cf.  Ran- 
kel  v.  Buckstaff-Edwards  Co.  138  Wis.  442, 
20  L.R.A.{N.S.)  1180,  120  N.  W.  269. 

Finally,  this  view  of  the  law  is  clearly 
and  certainly  sustained  by  a  group  of  cases 
in  which  it  has  been  consistently  applied. 
Fitzgerald  v.  International  Flax  Twine  Co. 
104  Minn.  138,  116  N.  W.  476    (plaintiff, 


and  the  servant   is  injured  thereby.     Hill 
T.  Nelson  Coal  Co.  (Mont.)  104  Pac.  876. 

Where  the  injured  servant  was  hired  to 
work  in  a  quarry,  and  it  was  part  of  the 
aystem  under  which  it  was  operated  for  the 
forem.in  to  supervise  the  preparation  of 
each  blast  and  light  the  fuse  to  fire  it,  giv- 
ing irarniug  by  a  cry  of  "fire,"  and  the 
plaintiff  was  hurt  by  a  piece  of  rock  thrown 
from  a  blast  through  the  negligence  of  the 
•  foreman  in  not  giving  timely  warning,  it  was 
held  that  the  duty  to  give  warning  was  a 
part  of  the  duty  owed  by  the  employer  to 
his  employees  to  keep  the  place  of  work 
safe,  and  that  the  negligence  of  the  fore- 
man was  therefore  not  that  of  a  fellow  serv- 
ant of  the  injured  employee.  Belleville 
Stone  Co.  ▼.  Mooney,  61  N.  J.  L.  253,  39 
I.R.A.  834,  39  Atl.  764,  affirming  60  N. 
J.  L.  323,  38  Atl.  835. 

Where  the  men  engaged  in  sinking  a  shaft 
in  a  mine  were  divided  into  three  shifts, 
working  at  different  times,  each  shift  tak- 
ing its  tnm,  and  the  master  delegated  to 
the  pusher  of  each  outgoing  shift  the  duty 
of  notifying  the  oncoming  shift  of  missed 
holes  of  undischarged  dynamite,  it  was  held 
that,  this  being  a  positive  duty  of  the  mas- 
ter, the  neglect  of  the. pusher  to  notify  the 
oncoming  shift  was  the  negligence  of  the 
master,  and  not  of  a  fellow  servant.  Shan 
non  T.  Consolidated  Tiger  &  P.  Min.  Co.  24 
Wash.  119,  64  Pac.  169. 

But  in  Donovan  v.  Ferris,  128  Cal.  48. 
79  Am.  St.  Rep.  25,  60  Pac.  619,  it  is  held 
not  to  be  the  personal  duty  of  the  master 
to  warn  servants  at  work  in  a  tunnel  in  a 
quarry  when  blasts  are  to  be  fired.  The 
courts  says  that  when  the  master  employs 
a  competent  person  whose  duty  it  is  to 
pive  tl^  warning,  his  liability  ceases;  that 
in  most  cases  it  would  be  impracticable  for 
the  employer  to  perform  such  duty  person- 
ally:  that  in  the  case  of  a  corporation  it 
nould  be  impossible.  The  plaintiff  in  the 
c:i:«  testified  that  the  place  in  which  he 
vas  working  was  safe  wnen  no  blasts  were 
being  fired;  that  he  expected  to  be  noti- 
fied in  time  to  get  out  before  any  firing 
(f  the  blasts.  The  court  S^d  that  be  knew 
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the  means  employed  for  the  purpose  of  no- 
tifying him,  and  assumed  the  risks. 

And  in  McLean  v.  Blue  Point  Gravel  Min. 
Co.  51  Cal.  255,  a  master  was  held  not  liable 
for  injury  to  a  servant  engaged  in  blasting 
rock  in  a  mine  by  reason  of  the  foreman's 
negligence  in  not  notifying  him  that  a 
blast  was  about  to  be  fired,  since  the  fore- 
man was  a  fellow  servant  of  the  injured 
employee. 

The  rule  is  the  same  in  Ohio.  It  is  not 
tlie  duty  of  a  master,  in  respect  to  .furnish- 
ing a  safe  place  for  his  workmen  in  a  quar- 
ry, to  give  notice  and  warning  to  such  work- 
men whenever  a  blast  is  about  to  be  dis- 
charged, since  this  duty  is  not  absolute,  but 
may  be  delegated  so  as  to  absolve  the  mas- 
ter from  liability  in  case  of  failure 'to  per- 
form it.  Kelly  Island  Lime  &  Transport 
Co.  V.  Pachuta,  69  Ohio  St.  462,  100  Am. 
St.  Rep.  706,  69  N.  E.  988.  The  court  said 
that  the  quarry  itself  was  not  on  unsafe 
place,  and  that  if  it  became  so  it  was  only 
by  reason  of  the  negligence  of  a  fellow  serv- 
ant engaged  in  a  common  employment  with 
the  injured  servant,  and  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  work,  and  while  performing  a 
part  of  the  work  incident  to  the  common 
employment. 

it  IS  the  same  in  New  York.  In  Vitto 
v.  Keogan,  16  App.  Div.  329,  44  N.  Y.  Siipp. 
1,  the  master  was  held  not  liable  for  failure 
of  the  foreman  to  inform  a  servant  igno- 
rant of  the  use  of  dynamite,  whom  he  had 
ordered  to  clean  out  a  hole,  that  there  was 
unexploded  dynamite  in  it. 

Failure  of  one  in  charge  of  blasting  in  a 
caisson  to  warn  a  laborer  that  he  was  go- 
ing to  fire,  in  time  to  allow  him  to  reach 
a  place  of  safety,  was  held  to  be  the  negli- 
Ti'iice  of  a  fellow  servant.  Gnlla.<?her  v, 
McMuUin,  26  App.  Div.  671,  49  N.  Y.  Supp. 
734. 

In  Ward  v.  Naughton,  74  App.  Div.  71, 
77  N.  Y.  Supp.  344,  where  two  tunnels  ap- 
proached each  other  so  that  they  were  sep- 
arated- by  a  wall  of  rock  about  2  feet  in 
thickness,  it  was  held  that  blasting  in  one 
tunnel,  without  notice  to  the  workmen  in 
the  other,  as  a  result  of  which  a  servant 
41 
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engaged  in  splicing  a  strand  of  flax  on  a 
machine  at  rest,  was  injured  by  the  start- 
ing of  the  machinery  without  the  usual 
signal) ;  Hjelm  v.  Western  Granite  Con- 
tracting Co.  supra,  (injury  by  a  rock 
thrown  by  a  blast,  through  the  negligence  of 
the  servant  to  give  customary  notice)  ;  Loh- 
man  v.  Swift  &  Co.  supra  (plaintiff  was  in- 
jured by  the  sudden  starting  of  machinery 
which  he  was  engaged  in  repairing) ;  Cody 
V.  Longyear,  103  Minn.  116,  114  N.  W.  735 
(injury  caused  by  the  starting  of  a  dia- 
mond .  drill  without  warning) .  And  see 
Dizonno  v.  Great  Northern  R.  Co.  supra; 
Hess  V.  Adamant  Mfg.  Co.  66  Minn.  79,  68  N. 
W.  774;  Perras  v.  A.  Booth  &  Co.  82  Minn. 
191,  84  N.  W.  739,  85  N.  VV.  179 ;  Renlund 


V.  Commodore  Min.  Co.  89  Mum.  41,  99  Am. 
St.  Rep.  534,  93  N.  W.  1057;  Ready  t. 
Peavy  Elevator  Co.  89  Minn.  164,  94  N.  W. 
442 ;  Barrett  v.  Reardon,  96  Minn.  425, 104 
N.  W.  309 ;  Kohout  v.  Newman,  96  Minn.  61, 
104  N.  VV.  764 ;  Raitila  v.  Consumers'  Ore 
Co.  107  Minn.  91,  119  N.  W.  490;  Johnwa 
V.  Netherlands  American  Steam  Nav.  Co. 
132  N.  Y.  576,  30  N.  E.  505. 

3.  It  is  further  insisted  that  the  damagH 
as  fixed  by  the  jury  ($8,000)  are  excessive, 
and  appear  to  have  been  given  under  the  in- 
fiuence  of  passion  or  prejudice.  Plaintiff 
was  found  by  the  examining  physician,  in 
substantially  his  own  words,  to  have  trouble 
in  his  right  hip  joint.  The  inflammatory 
condition  caused  the  ligaments  to  tighten. 


was  injured,  was  not  the  negligence  of  the 
master,  the  giving  of  notice  being  a  mere 
detail  of  the  work.  The  court  said  that 
the  effort  to  divide  up  the  duties  of  the 
defendant's  foreman,  and  to  hold  that,  in 
superintending  the  drilling  of  the  holes,  in 
filling  them  with  powder  or  dynamite,  and 
in  preparing  the  blast  and  discharging 
same,  he  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  fellow 
servant,  while  in  the  matter  of  giving  warn- 
ing he  was  to  be  regarded  as  the  alter  ego 
of  the  defendant,  was  a  refinement  of  the 
rules  of  negligence  which  had  never  yet 
I>een  sanctioned  by  the  appellate  courts  of 
the  state,  and  the  court  declared  it  was 
not  willing  to  be  the  pioneer  in  extending 
the  doctrine  of  liability  on  the  part  of  em- 
ployers beyond  the  well-established  limits 
fixed  by  the  law. 

Neglect  of  a  foreman  to  speak  of  the 
danger  of  a  loosened  fragment  of  rock  in 
the  wall  of  an  excavation,  which  fell  upon 
and  injured  a  laborer,  was  held  to  be  the 
negligence  of  a  fellow  servant,  and  one  of 
the  details  of  the  work,  for  which  the  mas- 
ter was  not  liable.  Perrv  v.  Rogers,  J57 
N.  Y.  251,  61  N.  E.  1021.  To  the  same 
effect  Di  Vito  v.  Cragc,  105  N.  Y.  378,  69 
N.  E.  141. 

In  Coleman  v.  Keenan,  223  Pa.  29,  72 
Atl.  267,  neglect  of  a  fellow  workman  of  an 
injured  servant  to  give  notice  that  a  blast 
was  about  to  be  fired  was  held  not  charge- 
able to  the  master.  The  court  said  that  the 
extent  of  his  duty  was  to  provide  by  proper 
regulations  for  the  reasonable  safety  of  his 
workmen,  but  not  to  stand  by  and  give 
personal  attention  to  all  the  details  of  the 
business  in  order  to  secure  their  safety. 

In  Minneapolis  v.  Lundin,  7  C.  C.  A.  344, 
19  U.  S.  App.  245,  58  Fed.  625,  a  master 
was  held  not  responsible  for  the  negligence 
of  a  foreman  in  sending  a  servant  to  reload 
blasting  holes  w-ith  dynamite  without  no- 
tifying him  that  there  was  dynamite  in  one 
of  them.  This  was  considered  not  to  be  a 
violation  of  the  safe-place  rule,  in  that  the 
master  could  not  be  required  to  keep  the 
place  safe  during  the  constantly  changing 
conditions  of  the  work.  The  court  says 
that  these  were  personal  duties,  imposed 
upon  the  workmen  and  foreman  by  their 
•<Je  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


employment  in  a  common  service,  and  not 
by  the  delegation  to  them  of  any  abeoluta 
duty  of  the  master. 

In  Burke  v.  Anderson,  16  C.  C.  A.  442, 
34  U.  S.  App.  132,  69  Fed.  814,  a  common 
laborer  was  sent  by  the  master's  supervisor 
and  manager  to  pick  and  dig  in  ground 
where  blasting  had  been  done  the  day  be- 
fore, and  the  former  was  injured  by  strilc- 
ing  an  iinexploded  piece  of  dynamite.  The 
negligence  alleged  was  the  sending  of  the 
plaintiff  into  a  dangerous  place  without 
warning,  and  without  sufficient  precautions 
to  guard  against  the  injury.  It  was  eon- 
tended  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  that 
this  was  not  a  personal  duty  of  the  master, 
but  only  the  work  of  an  operative,  and  that 
consequently  any  negligence  of  the  super- 
visor was  in  the  character  of  a  fellow  serv- 
ant, and  a  risk  assumed  by  the  plaintiff. 
The  court,  however,  refused  to  pass  upon 
the  question  whether  this  was  a  duty  which 
could  bo  delegated,  and  held  the  master 
liable  on  the  theory  that  it  was  an  extraor- 
dinary risk,  and  therefore  the  fcllow-scrv- 
ant  rule  did  not  apply. 

c.  Of  hoisting  and  loading. 

When  hoisting  and  loading  machinery  it 
in  operation,  It  is  necessary  for  the  master 
to  provide  for  warnings  and  signals,  to  ren- 
der the  working  place  safe  for  those  em- 
ployed, where  they  are  liable  to  be  struck 
by  the  buckets  or  cables,  or  other  falling 
or  moving  things.  There  is  a  conflict,  how- 
ever, on  the  question  whether  this  duty  may 
be  delegated,  the  weight  of  authority  being 
in  favor  of  the  delegability  of  the  dutv. 

In  Galvin  v.  Pierce,  72  N.  H.  79,  54'  Atl. 
1014,  a  master  was  held  not  liable  for  the 
negligence  of  one  in  charge  of  a  crane  in 
giving  an  order  for  the  -engineer  to  hoist 
while  a  laborer  was  in  a  position  of  danger. 
The  court  says  that  it  is  obvious  that  the 
operation  of  a  steam  crane  or  derrick  will 
often,  if  not  generally,  require  that  some 
person  in  a  position  to  observe  the  work 
should  direct  by  signals,  or  verbal  orders, 
the  engineer  in  control  of  the  engine.  Such 
person  operates  the  machine  as  truly  as  the 
workman  operates  th«  ax  or  shovel  io  bis 
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Defarmity  resulted.  The  muscles  around 
the  joint  were  drawn  together.  The  appar- 
ent deformity  appeared  on  account  of  the 
tilting  of  the  pelvis.  The  leg  was  shortened 
]}  inches.  Five  or  six  months  afterwards 
he  made  another  examination.  The  shorten- 
ing had  increased  %  inch.  When  plaintiff 
itands  straight,  there  is  a  curving  of  the 
■pine.  His  spine  is  not  straight,  the  way 
t  person's  natural  spine  is.  A  continued 
eunature  of  the  spine  is  likely  to  produce 
disease.  "We  call  this  trouble,  as  nearly 
as  it  can  be  diagnosed,  tubercular  hip  joint." 
Plaintiff  was  a  young  man,  earning  from 
IjO  to  980  per  month.  Prior  to  his  injury 
he  was  in  good  health.  Six  months  or  more 
alter  the  injury  he  was  sick,  and  without 


the  aid  of  a  cane  was  not  able  to  walk  more 
than  three  to  six  blocks  without  resting. 
The  physician  testified  that  his  present  con- 
dition was  permanent;  that,  in  spite  of  any 
treatment  he  may  get,  his  former  condition 
could  not  be  restored;  that  he  would  never 
be  able  again  to  do  hard  work.  The  trial 
court,  as  well  as  the  jury,  saw  the  plaintiff 
and  heard  this  testimony.  Under  the  au- 
thorities we  are  unwilling  to  interfere  with 
that  verdict,  approved  as  it  was  by  the 
trial  court. 

Other  assignments  of  error  which  do  not 
warrant  discussion  have  been  examined,  con- 
sidered, and  found  not  to  justify  reversal. 

Affirmed. 


hand.  There  is  no  logical  ground  which 
would  require  the  master  personally  to  op- 
erate the  machine,  which  would  not  impose 
the  same  duty  as  to  the  tool.  The  legal 
principle  by  which  the  master's  liability  is 
determined  in  this  case  is  the  same  as  if 
the  parties  were  loading  stone  upon  a  drag 
with  crowbars. 

Where,  in  the  loading  of  a  boat,  it  be- 
comes necessary  for  the  safety  of  those 
working  in  the  hold  to  give  notice  when  a 
bearr  piece  of  lumber  is  sent  down  a  chute 
into  the  vessel,  the  master  discharges  his 
full  duty  to  a  servant  working  in  the  hold 
when  he  provides  a  competent  person  to 
give  the  warning  signals;  and  therefore  the 
negligence  of  a  person  on  the  wharf,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  give  such  signals,  and  who 
failed  to  do  so,  is  not  a  breach  of  the  mas- 
ter's duty  to  furnish  the  injured  servant  a 
reasonably  safe  place  to  work  in,  but  the 
negligence  is  that  of  a  fellow  servant  not 
engaged  in  the  performance  of  a  positive 
duty  required  of  the  master.  Hermann  v. 
Port  Blakely  Mill  Co.  71  Fed.  863. 

In  Portance  v.  Iiehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 
101  Wis.  574,  70  Am.  St  Rep.  032,  77  N.  W. 
87.),  it  was  held  not  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  master's  duty  to  make  safe  the  place  of 
labor  of  a  g^ng  of  servants  unloading  coal 
from  a  vessel,  in  that  notice  or  warning  of 
the  starting  of  machinery  was  not  given  to 
the  plaintiff  by  the  hatchman  whose  duty 
it  was  to  give  warning,  since  the  fellow- 
i^rvant  rule  applies.  The  court  says  that 
if  reasonable  care  would  require  that  a  co- 
employee  be  provided  to  give  warning,  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  master  to  pro- 
vide one;  but  if  he  properly  selected  and 
in->tructed  a  competent  man  for  that  pur- 
pose, he  would  no  more  be  responsible  for  a 
failure  of  the  warning  through  negligunce 
of  such  servant  than  he  would  for  the  re- 
sults of  the  negligence  in  performance  of 
any  other  duty  by  the  coemployee.  That 
is  one  of  the  risks  assumed  by  the  other 
servants.  But  the  court  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  under  the  facts  in  this  case, 
that  a  scraperman  started  the  machinery 
without  signal,  no  hatchman,  however  vigi- 
lant, could  have  given  an  effective  warning. 

In  Ocean  S.  8.  Co.  v.  Cheeney,  86  Ga.  278, 
M  L.B-A.(NA) 


12  S.  E.  361,  it  was  held  that  where  a  serv- 
ant was  struck  by  a. bale  of  cotton  which 
was  thrown  from  the  hatchway  into  the 
hold  of  a  vessel,  and  injured  a  servant  en- 
ga^d  in  stowing  cotton  in  the  hold,  a  serv- 
ant placed  at  the  hatchway  to  give  notice 
to  the  hands  below  whenever  a  bale  of  cot- 
ton was  thrown  into  the  hold,  so  that  the 
persons  below  might  get  out  of  the  way, 
and  the  injured  servant,  were  fellow  serv- 
ants, and  that  the  master  was  not  therefore 
liable  for  neglect  to  give  the  proper  warn- 
ing. In  Andebson  v.  Pittsbubo  Coai-  Co. 
it  is  said  that  on  the  second  appeal  of  this 
case,  92  Ga.  726,  44  Am.  St.  Rep.  113,  19 
S.  E.  33,  the  court  reached  a  conclusion 
much  more  liberal  to  the  servant,  although 
it  did  not,  in  so  many  words,  overrule  the 
earlier  case.  But  the  court  in  Anderson 
V.  PiTTSBUBO  CoAl.  Co,  apparently  misap- 
prehended the  force  of  the  later  Georgia  de- 
cision, which  is  not  at  all  in  conflict  with 
the  earlier  case.  On  the  second  trial,  the 
evidence  did  not  show  that  any  person  had 
been  stationed  at  the  hatchway  to  give  warn- 
ing. This  was  therefore  a  breach  of  the 
master's  primary  duty  to  provide  for  warn- 
ing, and  he  was  held  liable  on  that  theory, 
and  also  on  the  theory  that  the  foreman 
had  specially  promised  to  warn  the  injured 
servant  and  that  his  neglect  in  this  respect 
wcl3  the  neglect  of  the  master.  Therefore 
the  question  whether  the  duty  to  warn  was 
a  delegable  one,  that  is,  whether,  if  some 
competent  servant  had  been  stationed  at 
the  hatchway  to  give  warning,  the  master's 
duty  would  have  been  performed,  was  not 
passed  upon  on  the  second  appeal,  and  the 
case  was  therefore  not  in  point  on  the  sub- 
ject of  this  note. 

Failure  to  give  warning,  as  customary, 
of  a  fall  of  a  steel  cable  into  the  hold  of  a 
vessel,  resulting  in  injury  to  a  servant  at 
work  there,  was  held  not  to  be  the  negligence 
of  a  fellow  servant,  where  the  master  had 
made  no  provision  for  warning.  The  court 
said,  however,  that  had  the  master  provided 
for  a  competent  employee  to  give  warning 
to  other  employees  of  this  dangercis  move- 
ment of  the  cable,  he  would  doubtless  not 
be  liable  for  the  negligent  failure  of  such 
employee   to  give   the   notic?   or   warning.. 
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Err. 

(77  N.  J.  L.  645,  74  Atl.  616.) 

Master  —  signals  —  incidental  duty. 

The  negligence  of  the  engineer  and  host- 
ler in  failing  to  give  the  proper  signals 
when  talcing  an  engine  into  an  asli  pit. 
which  results  in  injury  to  one  at  work 
there,  is  that  of  a  fellow  servant,  and  not 
that  of  the  master,  since  the  duty  to  give 
such  signals  is  incident  to  the  work  to 
which  the  engineer  and  hostler  are  engaged. 

(June  14,  1909.) 


IT*  RROR  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  review 
Id  a  judgment  in  plaintiiT's  favor  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  damages  for  per- 
sonal injuries  alleged  to  have  been  caused 
by  defendant's  negligence.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Robert  H.  McCarter  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

Messrs.  Frederick  A.  Iiehlbacb,  Fred- 
eric It.  Johnson,  and  Thomas  li.  Hughes 
for  defendant  in  error. 

Gnmniere,  Ch,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  action  was  brought  to  recover  for 
personal  injuries  received  by  the  plaintiff 
while  in  the  employ  of,  and  engaged  in 
the  work  of,  the  defendant  company,  at  its 
railroad  yard  at  Secaucus.    A  part'  of  the 


Gierczak  v.  Northwestern  Fuel  Co.  (Wis.) 
126  N.  W.  436. 

A  quarryman  at  the  bottom  of  a  quarry, 
and  a  quarryman  whose  sole  duty  it  was  to 
observe  when  a  box  was  filled  by  his  fellow 
workman  at  the  bottom  of  the  quarry,  and 
to  give  notice  to  the  engineer  to  hoist  it, 
were  held  to  be  fellow  servants,  and  the 
master  was  therefore  held  not  responsible 
for  the  negligence  of  the  signalman  in  sig- 
naling to  hoist.  Shaw  v.  Bambrick-Bates 
Constr.  Co.  102  Mo.  App.  666,  77  S.  W.  96. 

Failure  of  a  boss  derrickman  to  give  warn- 
ing of  the  movement  of  a  derrick  and  of 
the  dropping  of  stone  was  held  to  be  the 
negligent  performance  of  the  duties  of  a 
fellow  servant  of  one  of  the  workmen  at  the 
foo{  of  a  slanting  grout  pile,  who  was  in- 
jured by  the  falling  of  a  stone  dumped 
upon  the  pile,  s'ince,  in  the  giving  of  these 
warnings,  the  derrickman  was  not  perform- 
ing a  personal  duty  of  the  master.  Maine 
&  N.  H.  Granite  Corp.  v.  Hachey,  97  C.  C. 
A.  508,  173  Fed.  784.  The  court  said: 
"The  general  proposition  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  master  to  give  warning  is  not  to 
be  so  extended  as  to  require  him  to  give 
in  person,  or  to  insure  the  giving  by  others, 
of  all  those  special  signals  or  shouts  which 
are  so  associated  with  the  work  of  opera- 
tion as  to  become  part  of  it.  The  employ- 
ment of  different  men  in  different  parts  of 
the  general  work  requires,  under  many  cir- 
cumstances, the  giving  of  signals  as  an  ac- 
companiment of  the  work  itself,  in  order 
that  there  may  be  co-operation  in  the  move- 
ment of  the  men.  The  giving  of  such  sig- 
nals is  a  part  of  the  work  of  operation. 
Such  signals  are  rather  the  giving  of  in- 
formation of  what  one  workman  is  about 
to  do,  in  order  that  his  fellow  workmen 
may  have  knowledge  of  it  and  conduct  them- 
selves accordingly,  tlian  the  giving  of  or- 
ders which  are  to  be  considered  as  the 
orders  of  a  master.  .  .  .  The  m.ister 
may  intrust  to  a  competent  servant  the 
work  of  shouting  or  otherwise  signaling 
when  he  is  about  to  hoist  or  to  lower  away, 
86  L.K.A.(N.S.) 


and  it  is  not  the  master's  fault  if  such  a 
servant  fails  to  inform  his  fellow  servants 
of  the  movement  of  the  machine  under  his 
charge." 

In  Biggers  v.  Catawba  Power  Co.  72  S. 
C.  264,  61  S.  E.  882,  a  laborer  who  had  been 
sent  into  a  ditch  was  hurt  by  a  heavy 
bucket  which  was  let  down  upon  him  with- 
out warning.  The  master  was  held  liable. 
The  court  said,  however,  that  if  it  was  nec- 
essary, in  order  to  conduct  the  work  in  a 
safe  manner,  for  the  master  to  employ 
servants  to  give  notice  of  the  danger,  dur- 
ing the  progress  thereof,  to  other  servants, 
and  injury  resulted  from  failure  to  give 
such  notice,  the  master  was  liable;  but  that 
when  the  master  employed  competent  serv- 
ants to  give  notice  of  danger  to  other  serv- 
ants, they  were  fellow  servants,  and  he  was 
not  responsible  for  their  negligence  in  fail- 
ing to  give  notice  of  danger  arising  from 
the  operation  of  appliances,  as  that  was  one 
of  the  risks  assumed  by  the  servant. 

In  Stearns  k  C.  Lumber  Co.  ▼.  Fowler 
(Fla.)  50  So.  680,  it  is  said  that  whatever 
may  be  the  true  rule  as  to  the  status  of 
a  conductor  on  a  train  of  a  railroad  sys- 
tem, the  conductor  or  boss  or  foreman  of 
a  log  train  belonging  to  and  used  solely 
by  a  sawmill  company  only  for  its  own 
mill  purposes,  who  has  no  authority  to  em- 
ploy or  discharge  an  employee,  and  who  is 
in  authority  subordinate  to  others  engaged 
in  the  same  business,  is  not  in  law  neces- 
sarily the  representative  of  the  master,  dis- 
charging a  duty  peculiarly  devolving  u[X)n 
the  master,  while  signaling  the  movements 
of  a  machine  used  in  loading  the  log  train, 
so  as  to  give  a  right  of  action  against  the 
master  by  an  employee  who  is  injured  by 
the  moving  of  a  loading  machine,  becaufo 
of  the  alleged  negligence  of  the  conductor 
or  boss  in  signaling,  where  no  negligence  is 
shown  in  the  performance  of  duties  cast 
properly  upon  the  master. 

But  in  Westerlund  v.  Rothschild,  53 
Wash.  626,  102  Pac.  765,  failure  to  control 
the  movcmenta  of  a  hoisting  cable  by  proper 
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equipment  of  this  yard  was  an  ash  pit, 
whicli  may  be  briefly  described  as  a  stretch 
of  railroad  trade  about  200  feet  long,  con- 
structed upon  iron  brackets,  or  pedestals. 
at  a  height  of  about  2  feet  above  a  con- 
crete floor,  or  bench.  The  ash  pit  was  con- 
nected by  switches  with  the  main  tracks, 
and  was  used  for  the  purpose  of  dumping 
ashes  from  the  company's  engines  when 
they  came  into  the  company's  yard  at  the 
end  of  their  runs.  Along  the  sides  of  the 
ash  pit,  and  upon  the  same  level  as  the 
concrete  floor,  or  bench,  underneath  the 
track,  was  a  concrete  working  platform, 
which  ran  alongside  the  track  for  its  whole 
length.  The  plaintiff  was  employed  to  wet 
down  the  ashes  which  were  dumped  into  the 
pit  from  time  to  time  by  the  company's  en- 
gines, and,  after  they  had  sufficiently  cooled 
off,  to  shovel  them  into  empty  cars  standing 


on  a  siding  which  ran  along  the  edge  of  the 
working  platform.  On  the  night  of  the  8th 
of  March,  1905,  while  the  plaintiff  was  en- 
gaged in  this  work,  one  of  the  defendant 
company's  engines  was  run  upop  the  pit  track 
to  get  rid  of  its  accumulation  of  ashes,  and 
struck  the  plaintiff,  who  was  standing  upon 
the  working  platform,  wetting  down  ashes 
which  had  already  been  deposited  in  the 
pit.  The  force  of  the  blow  threw  him  for- 
ward; his,  right  arm  falling  across  the 
nearest  rail  of  tlie  track,  with  the  result 
that  the  moving  engine  crushed  it  so  badly 
as  to  make  amputation  at  the  shoulder  nec- 
essary. 

The  proofs  in  the  plaintiff's  case  show, 
and  the  fact  is  undisputed,  that,  in  the  or- 
dinary conduct  of  the  business  in  the  yard, 
when  the  aslies  were  to  be  removed  from 
an  engine  at  night,  the  engineer  and  fireman 


signals,  resulting  in  injury  to  a  servant  in 
the  hold  of  a  vessel,  was  held  to  be  the  neg- 
lect of  the  master's  nondelegable  duty. 

And  in  Sroufe  v.  Moran  Bros.  Co.  28 
Wash.  381,  58  L.R.A.  313,  92  Am.  St.  Rep. 
847,  68  Pac.  800,  where  it  was  the  duty  of  a 
foreman  in  a  shipbuilding  yard  to  give  sig- 
nals to  an  operative  of  a  winch  who  con- 
trolled the  raising  and  lowering  of  a  ship 
timber,  it  was  held  that  when  he  saw  fit  to 
confide  that  duty  to  someone  else  in  con- 
nection with  himself,  the  intermediary,  in 
performing  the  duty,  was  a  foreman,  because 
he  was  the  foreman's  mouthpiece  or  voice. 
The  court  said  that  persons  working  to- 
gether as  fellow  servants  may  be  fellow  serv- 
ants with  regard  to  some  part  of  the  em- 
ployment, and  principal  or  master  with  re- 
gard to  some  particular  part  of  the  employ- 
ment. 

And  in  O'Neal  v.  Clydesdale  Stone  Co. 
207  Pa.  378,  56  Atl.  929,  it  was  held  that 
injury  resulting  from  lack  of  warning  usu- 
ally given  by  a  tagman  in  a  quarry  when 
a  heavy  stone  was  to  bo  moved  must  be  at- 
tributed to  the  master. 

d.  Of  falling  things. 

The  same  conflict  exists  as  to  the  delega- 
bility of  the  master's  duty  to  warn  serv- 
ants of  the  recurring  dangers  arising  from 
the  dumping  or  dislodging  of  earth,  stones, 
or  other  heavy  material,  these  dangers  be- 
ing similar  to  those  attending  the  loading 
or-  unloading  of  heavy  materials. 

In  Martin  v.  Mason-Hoge  Co.  28  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  1333,  01  S.  W.  1146,  a  master  was 
held  not  liable  for  injury  due  to  failure  of 
a  laborer  unloading  stone  from  a  wagon 
to  give  proper  notice  that  he  was  about  to 
roll  the  Btone  down  an  embankment,  which 
resulted  in  injury  to  a  servant  employed 
in  carrying  the  rock  away  and  placing  it  in 
a  crib,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  fellow 
employees. 

And  in  Hartvig  v.  N.  P.  Lumber  Co. 
10  Or.  622,  25  Pac.  368,  in  which  the  mas- 
ter was  held  liable  in  not  providing  for 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


warning  to  be  given  servants  at  the  foot  of 
a  lumber  chute  when  heavy  timbers  were  to 
be  sent  down,  the  court  said,  obiter,  that 
if  the  defendant  had  provided  some  rule 
requiring  the  men  at  the  head  of  the  chute 
to  give  warning  before  the  timber  was  start- 
ed down  the  chute,  and  they  should  neglect 
to  do  it,  4nd  an  injury  should  occur  to 
those  below,  the  defendant,  having  per- 
formed its  duty,  would  not  be  liable  any 
more  than  when  a  master  furnishes  a  safe 
instrument  and  a  competent  servant,  and 
in  using  it  such  servant  negligently  injures 
a  coservant. 

Failure  of  a  fellow  servant  of  the  in- 
jured employee  to  give  notice  of  the  fall- 
ing of  a  tree  as  soon  as  he  should  have  done 
is  not  negligence  for  which  the  master  is 
responsible.  Melton  v.  E.  E.  Jackson  Lum- 
ber Co.  133  Ala.  580,  31  So.  848. 

The  duty  to  give  warning  that  a  quan- 
tity of  salt  being  broken  down  is  about  to 
fall  is  not  one  which  the  master  absolutely 
owes  to  a  servant  assisting  in  that  work. 
Mikolojczak  t.  North  American  Chemical 
Co.  129  Mich.  80,  88  N.  W.  75. 

But  in  Brice-Nash  y.  Barton  Salt  Co.  70 
Kan.  110,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  749,  08  Pac. 
708,  it  was  held  that  where  the  only  ade- 
quate way  to  protect  servants  engaged  in 
removing  stElt  from  the  floor  of  a  room  from 
the  falling  of  dislodged  masses  of  the  salt 
is  to  warn  them  just  before  such  dislodg- 
ment,  the  duty  to  warn  is  a  nondelegable 
duty  of  the  master. 

Prying  off  a  broken  rock  without  warn- 
ing, so  that  it  fell  and  caused  the  injury 
of  a  servant,  was  held  to  be  the  act  of  a 
fellow  servant,  for  which  the  master  could 
not  be  held  responsible.  Salem  Stone  & 
Lime  Co.  v.  Chastain,  9  Ind.  App.  4S3,  36 
N.  E.  910. 

In  Alaska  Treadwell  Gold  Min.  Co.  v. 
Whelan,  12  C.  C.  A.  225,  29  U.  S.  App.  1, 
64  Fed.  462,  an  instruction  that  if  a  min- 
ing company  directed  any  one  of  its  em- 
ployees to  notify  men  working  about  chutes 
in  a  pit  whenever  rock  was  to  he  drawn 
therefrom    into    a   train,   and    this   was   a 
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having  it  in  cliarge  would  bring  it  to  the 
ash  pit,  put  out  its  headlight  and  other 
lights,  and  turn  it  over  to  one  Irvin,  a 
hostler,  who  then  ran  the  engine  into  the 
pit,  and  mov^  it  from  place  to  place,  when 
it  was  necessary  to  do  so  in  order  to  find 
vacant  places  in  which  to  dump  the  ashes. 
It  was  also  shown  in  the  plaintiff's  case, 
and  is  not  disputed  by  the  defendant  com- 
pany, that  the  customary  method  employed 
to  warn  workmen  in  the  ash  pi^  of  the  ap- 
proach of  an  engine  to  the  pit,  or  of  its 
movements  on  the  pit,  was  the  ringing  of 
its  bell,  or  the  blowing  of  its  whistle.  The 
case  of  the  plaintiff  was  that  no  bdl  was 
rung,  or  whistle  blown,  upon  the  engine 
which  struck  him,  and  that  he  was  entirely 
ignorant  of  its  proximity  until  it  struck 


him.  The  verdict  of  the  jury  has  deter- 
mined  that  the  accident  occurred  through 
the  failure  of  the  engineer  to  give  the  cus- 
tomary warning  of  the  approach  of  his  en- 
gine to  the  pit,  and  the  neglect  of  the 
hostler  to  give  warning  of  its  movement  in 
the  pit.  It  further  has  settled  the  fact  that 
no  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff 
contributed  to  the  accident.  The  principal 
question,  therefore,  which  the  case  now  pre- 
sents for  decision,  is  whether  the  negligence 
of  the  engineer  and  that  of  the  hostler,  in 
the  respect  indicated,  is  to  be  imputed  to 
the  defendant. 

The  rule  to  be  adduced  from  our  earlier 
decisions  upon  this  question  is  that,  where 
the  giving  of  the  warning  is  not  incidental 
to  the  work  upon  which  the  employee  whose 


standing  rule  of  the  company,  and  a  work- 
man was  injured  on  failure  to  give  such 
warning,  the  verdict  should  be  for  the  de- 
fendant, .  was  held  erroneous,  among  other 
reasons,  because  it  entirely  ignored  any  ref- 
erence to  the  duty  which  the  company  owed 
to  an  injured  servant,  and  released  it  from 
all  liability  in  the  premises,  provided  there 
had  been  a  standing  rule  of  the  company 
requiring  &ny  of  the  servants  to  notify  men 
working  about  the  chutes  when  It  would  be 
drawn. 

Failure  of  a  foreman  in  a  stone  quarry 
to  notify  a  quarryman  working  on  the  bot- 
tom level  of  the  quarry  that  another  serv- 
ant had  been  ordered  to  break  off  a  piece 
of  a  detached  rock  of  considerable  size  on 
the  level  above,  by  reason  of  which  the 
servant  on  the  lower  level  was  injured  by 
the  fall  of  the  stone,  is  the  negligence  of 
the  master,  since,  as  to  those  duties  to 
warn,  the  foreman  was  performing  a  per- 
sonal duty  of  the  master,  and  was  there- 
fore acting  in  that  respect  as  vice  principal. 
Borgerson  v.  Cook  Stone  Co.  91  Minn.  91, 
97  N.  W.  734. 

In  Consolidated  Stone  Co.  v.  Ellis  (Ind. 
App.)  91  N.  E.  1095,  it  was  held  that  the 
duty  of  the  master  to  warn  a  workman  di- 
rected by  his  foreman  to  give  his  atten- 
tion exclusively  to  the  work  he  was  per- 
forming, that  a  wheelbarrow  load  of  broken 
stone  was  about  to  be  dumped  by  one  of 
his  fellow  servants  from  the  top  of  a  ledge 
or  cliff  beneath  which  he  was  working,  was 
nondelegable. 

But  in  McLaine  v.  Head  &  D.  Co.  71  N. 
H.  294,  58  L.R.A.  402,  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  622, 
52  Atl.  645,  a  master  was  held  not  liable 
for  failure  of  a  foreman  to  warn  a  laborer 
at  the  bottom  of  a  trench  that  a  load  of 
earth  and  stones  was  about  to  be  dumped 
into  it,  by  reason  of  which  a  servant  was 
injured.  The  court  said:  "The  individual 
who  employs  two  laborers  to  dig  a  ditch  i^ 
not  required  to  stand  over  them  to  give 
warning,  or  to  prevent  one  from  throwing 
earth  upon  another.  Neither  is  he  required 
to  employ  a  watchman  to  give  warning  to 
the  one  when  the  other  is  about  to  throw  a 
shovelful  of  earth  into  or  out  of  the  trench. 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


There  is  no  occasion  for  such  a  precaution, 
not  because  the  rule  of  law  is  d liferent,  but 
because  ordinary  care  does  not  demand  it 
in  such  a  case.  As  the  number  of  serv- 
ants is  enlarged  and  the  work  extended, 
the  probability  of  injury  of  one  by  the  other 
is  increased.  When  the  nature  of  the  work 
reasonably  demands  rules  or  precautions, 
the  master's  duty  arises.  The  master's 
duty  is  performed  by  the  adoption  of  a 
reasonably  suitable  method.  If  ordinary 
care  requires  that  a  warning  of  dangers 
arising  from  the  work  should,  from  time 
to  time,  be  given  to  his  servants  as  the 
work  progresses,  it  is  the  master's  duty  to 
provide  for  such  a  warning.  Having  made 
provision  for  the  warning  by  intrusting  the 
duty  to.  a  competent  person,  he  If  not  lia- 
ble for  the  negligence  of  the  p<;rson  in- 
trusted with  the  duty."  The  contention  in 
this  case  was  that  the  failure  to  warn  was 
a  breach  of  the  master's  duty  to  furnish  a 
safe  place;  but  the  court  said  that  this 
involved  a  confusion  of  ideas;  that  it  was 
not  the  duty  as  to  the  place  itself,  that  was 
the  question,  but  the  question  was  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  duty  of  the  master  to  guard 
the  servant  from  dangers  arising  in  the 
course  of  the  work  from  the  work  itself. 
In  this  case,  Remick,  J.,  dissenting,  said: 
"The  majority  would  appear  to  have  given 
too  little  weight  to  the  process  of  changn 
to  which  reference  has  been  made.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  the  fact  remains  that  the  change 
has  come.  True,  the  line  separating  the 
duties  which  may  be  delegated  so  as  to  ab- 
solve the  master,  from  those  which  may  not, 
is  not  yet  clearly  defined,  and  in  the  process 
of  development  much  conflict  of  authority 
has  arisen.  Yet,  through  all  the  confusion, 
a  tendency  is  clearly  manifest  to  enlarge 
the  latter  class.  In  view  of  this  confusion 
and  tendency,  the  concrete  question  here 
presented,  whether  the  duty  to  warn  (which 
was  omitted  to  the  plaintiff's  injury)  was 
of  the  former  or  the  latter  class,  should  be 
determined  with  reference  to  its  own  pe- 
culiar circumstances,  and  in  accordance 
with  what  seems  the  better  reason  and  the 
sounder  authorities,  whatever  may  have 
been    the   couclusicns    of    other   courts,   at 
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duty  it  is  to  give  the  warning  ia  engaged, 
he  is  to  be  considered  as  the  representative 
of  the  master,  and  not  as  a  fellow  servant, 
in  the  performance  of  that  duty;  but  that, 
where  the  duty  of  giving  the  signal  is  in- 
cidental to  his  general  employment,  Iiis 
failure  to  perform  that  duty  is  not  imput- 
able to  the  master.  In  the  case  of  Belleville 
Stone  Co.  v.  Mooney,  61  N.  J.  L.  253,  39 
Lr.R.A.  834,  39  Atl.  764,  we  held  that  the 
duty  imposed  upon  a  foreman  in  charge  of 
the  blasting  in  a  stone  quarry,  to  give  time- 
ly warning  to  those  that  worked  under  him 
when  a  blast  was  to  be  fired,  bore  no  direct 
relation  to  the  other  work  upon  which  he 
was  engaged,  and  that  therefore,  in  the 
giving  of  the  warning,  he  stood  in  the 
place  of  the  master.     In  the  later  case  of 


Germanus  t.  Lehigh  Valley  R.  Co.  74  N.  J. 
L.  662,  67  Atl.  79,  we  held,  for  the  same 
reason,  that  a  foreman  in  charge  of  a  gang 
of  track  repairers  was  the  representative 
of  the  master  in  giving  warning  of  the  ap- 
proach of  trains.  On  the  other  band,  in  the 
case  of  Miller  v.  Central  R.  Co.  69  N.  J.  L. 
413,  65  Atl.  245,  we  held  that  the  duty  of  a 
brakeman  upon  a  coal  train,  which  had 
practically  become  stalled  on  account  of 
wet  and  slippery  rails,  to  go  back  with  a 
flag  as  a  signal  of  warning  to  the  engineer 
of  a  following  train,  was  one  which  was 
incident  to  his  employment  as  brakeman, 
and  that  his  failure  to  perform  that  duty — 
resulting,  as  it  did,  in  a  collision  in  which 
the  engineer  of  the  following  train  was 
killed — was   not   a   neglect   for   which   the 


other  times,  and  under  other  circumstances. 
Answering  the  question  in  this  spirit,  there 
is,  to  my  mind,  no  room  for  doubt  that 
the  duty  to  warn,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  present  case,  was  a  personal  duty, 
incumbent  upon  the  defendants  by  their 
contract  of  employment,  for  the  negligent 
performance  of  which  by  their  foreman  in 
charge  they  are  responsible." 

In  McLaine  v.  Head  &  D.  Co.  supra,  the 
plaintiff  was  injured  because  a  foreman  neg- 
ligently permitted  earth  and  stone  to  be 
thrown  upon  him.  The  court  said  that  if 
the  duty  of  warning  was  personal  to  the 
master,  the  duty  to  take  care  that  the 
earth  should  not  be  thrown  upon  the  serv- 
ant was  equally  so.  The  difference  was 
merely  one  of  statement.  If  the  master 
was  liable  here  for  the  negligence  of  the 
foreman  in  omitting  the  warning,  he  would 
be  liable  for  the  negligence  of  the  teamster 
who  dumped  his  load  without  warning,  if 
the  duty  rested  upon  him  to  give  warning, 
or  for  the  negligence  of  the  single  shoveler 
who,  in  like  manner,  emptied  his  shovel 
upon  his  companion.  In  the  latter  case  it 
would  be  entirely  immaterial  whether  the 
one  in  the  ditch  or  the  one  upon  the  ground 
above  was  foreman.  The  cause  of  the  in- 
jury was  the  negligent  throwing  of  the 
earth  by  the  one  upon  the  other.  The  ab- 
sence of  the  warning  by  which  the  injury 
would  have  been  escaped  was  merely  evi- 
dence of  negligence  in  the  person  perform- 
ing the  act.  As  the  act  was  that  of  a  fel- 
low servant,  the  negligence  was  also. 

Where,  in  taking  shale  from  a  shale  pit, 
the  character  of  the  work  required  shovel- 
ers  to  be  busy  at  the  bottom  of  the  pit  while 
drillers  were  at  work  higher  up,  throwing 
off  masses  of  the  shale,  which  fell  into  the 
pit,  it  was  held  to  be  an  imperative  duty 
of  the  master  to  provide  efficient  warning 
signals  so  that  the  servants  below  could 
get  out  of  the  way;  and  that  therefore  the 
adoption  of  a  rule  on  the  subject,  and  the 
designation  of  a  person,  however  capable 
he  might  be  of  the  execution  of  that  ifunc- 
tion.  did  not  measure  iin  to  the  full  height 
of  the  master's  responsibilitv,  and  that  un 
less  the  pit  boss  to  whom  this  duty  was  as- 
•iii  L.K.A.(^.!:>.) 


signed  gave  the  necessary  warning,  the  mas- 
ter was  liable.  Coffeyville  Vitrified  Brick  A 
Tile  Co.  v.  Shanks,  69  Kan.  306,  76  Fac. 
856. 

In  Schott  V.  Onondaga  Countv  Say.  Bank. 
49  App.  Div.  503,  63  N.  Y.  Supp.  631,  it  was 
held  that  one  who  directed  a  servant  to  en- 
ter a  trench,  on  the  promise  that  he  would 
watch  out  for  danger,  was  but  a  fellow 
servant,  the  assurance  relating  to  a  mere 
detail  of  the  work. 

e.  Of  the  starting  of  machinery. 

The  courts  also  disagree  on  the  question 
whether  the  duty  to  warn  against  the  re- 
curring dangers  arising  from  the  starting 
of  machinery  is  delegable. 

Failure  of  an  engineer  to  give  the  cus- 
tomary signal  by  blowing  a  whistle  before 
moving  a  steam  shovel  by  which  a  fireman 
was  injured  was  held  to  be  the  negligent 
act  of  a  fellow  servant,  for  which  the  mas- 
ter was  not  liable,  in  Freeman  v.  Sloss 
Sheffield  Steel  &  L  Co.  137  Ala.  481,  34  So. 
612.  In  this  case  an  effort  was  made  to 
hold  the  master  liable  on  the  theory  that 
the  engineer  exercised  such  superintendence 
over  the  injured  servant  as  to  render  the 
master  responsible  under  a  statute  making 
persons  exercising  control  vice  principals. 

In  Bergstl-om  v.  Stapled,  82  Mich.  6S4, 
46  N.  W.  1035,  it  was  held  not  to  be  the 
absolute  duty  of  the  master  to  give  suffi- 
cient warning  of  the  starting  of  sawmill 
machinery,  although  the  place  was  rendered 
unsafe  for  other  employees  when  the  ma- 
chinery was  in  motion.  The  court  said  that 
the  engineer  who  started  the  machinery  and 
the  servant  who  was  killed  thereby  were 
in  the  same  common  employment.  That 
the  engineer,  in  his  duty  to  the  deceased, 
was  no  more  the  alter  ego  of  the  master 
than  was  the  deceased  the  master's  alter 
ego  in  his  duty  toward  the  engineer.  Both 
were  competent  workmen;  the  mill  was 
properly  constructed;  the  means  of  signal- 
ing was  sufficient,  and  the  dangers  appar- 
ent. In  providing  these  things,  the  master 
had  done  his  whole  duty.  Each  of  these 
men  assumed  the  risk  of  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  other. 
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common  emploj-cr  wai  responsible.  The 
reason  we  gave  for  this  conclusion  was  that, 
"while  it  is  the  duty  of  a  railroad  company 
to  exercise  reasonable  care  in  providing  a 
system  of  signals,  the  duty  to  carry  out 
the  system  by  giving  the  signals  is  the  duty 
of  the  employee,  incident  to  his  employment, 
and  for  the  failure  of  the  employee  to  per- 
form that  duty  the  employer  cannot  be 
held  responsible  by  another  employee  en- 
gaged in  the  common  employment." 

In  our  opinion  the  present  case  comes 
within  the  principle  of  the  Miller  Case, 
rather  than  within  that  of  the  Belleville 
Stone  Company  and  Germanus  Cases.  If 
an  employee  of  the  defendant  had  been  dele- 
gated by  it  to  attend  at  the  ash  pit  and 
warn  those  at  work  there  of  the  approach 
of  engines,  and  his  failure  to  give  warning 
had  been  the  producing  cause  of  the  acci- 
dent to  the  plaintiff,  the  case  would  then, 
in  its  legal  aspect,  have  been  parallel  with 
those  last  mentioned;  but  the  duty  of  blow- 
ing a  whistle,  or  ringing  a  bell,  which  rests 


upon  the  engineer  or  hostler  in  charge  of  an 
engine,  is  an  incident  in  the  operation  of 
the  engine,  and  failure  to  perform  that 
duty,  therefore,  does  not  impose  respons- 
ibility upon  the  master  for  injuries  re- 
ceived by  another  employee  engaged  in  the 
common  work.  That  the  plaintiff,  the  en- 
gineer, and  the  hostler  who  had  charge  of 
the  operation  of  the  engine  which  produced 
the  plaintiff's  injury,  were  engaged  in  an 
employment  having  a  common  object,  not- 
withstanding the  dissimilarity  of  the  work 
to  which  they  were  put,  is  entirely  settled 
by  our  cases.  McAndrews  v.  Bums,  39 
N.  J.  L.  117;  Ewan  v.  Lippincott,  47  N.  J. 
L.  192,  54  Am.  Rep.  148,  and  cases  cited. 

The  judgment  under  review  will  be  re- 
versed, and  a  venire  de  novo  awarded. 

For  affirmance — None. 

For  reversal — The  Chancellor,  Chief  Jus- 
tice, Garrison,  Swayze,  Reed,  Trenchard, 
I'arker,  Bergen,  Voorhees,  Mintum,  Bogert, 
Vredenburgh,  Vroom,  Gray,  Dill,  Congdon, 
JJ.— 16. 


But  in  Comrade  v.  Atlas  Lumber  &  Shin- 
gle Co.  44  Wash.  470,  87  Pac.  517,  where 
it  was  the  duty  and  it  was  customary  for 
the  master,  by  his  engineer,  to  give  two 
blasts  of  a  steam  whistle  nhortly  before 
starting  a  mill,  in  order  that  his  employees 
might  remove  themselves  from  positions  of 
danger  in  which  they  might  happen  to  be 
placed,  it  was  held  that,  in  the  giving  of 
this  warning,  the  engineer  was  performing 
a  nondelegable  duty  of  the  master  in  thus 
discharging  the  duties  of  his  vice  principal. 

And  where  workmen  on  a  swing  bridge 
were  exposed  to  certain  death  or  injury  by 
the  movement  of  the  bridge  without  warn- 
ing sufficient  to  give  them  time  to  escape, 
it  was  held  that  it  was  the  master's  absolute 
duty  to  give  such  warning.  Haun  v.  Cin- 
cinnati, C.  C.  4  St  L.  R.  Co.  28  Ohio  C.  C. 
422.  The  court  says  that  the  duty  that  an 
employer  owes  to  his  servant  in  such  a 
case  is  one  that  he  must  perform,  or  cause 
to  be  performed,  with  reasonable  care  and 
diligence;  and  though  the  master  may  pro- 
cure someone  to  perform  this  duty  for  him, 
the  person  so  procured  is  not  a  fellow  serv- 
ant within  the  meaning  of  that  term  as  un- 
derstood in  negligence  cases,  but  he  is,  on 
the  contrary,  a  vice  principal. 

For  cases  on  the  starting  of  machinery 
in  a  sudden,  unusual,  and  nonrecurring  man- 
ner, see  infra,  IV.  , 

/.  Of  eoetemal  dangers. 

'  In  Jordan  v.  New  England  Structural  Co. 
197  Mass.  43,  83  N.  E.  332,  it  was  said  that 
a  servant  who  had  the  ends  of  two  of  his 
fingers  cut  off  by  being  run  over  by  a  crane, 
the  accident  being  due  to  the  negligence  of 
a  foreman  in  failing  to  warn  him  of  the 
approach  of  the  crane,  could  not  recover  at 
common  law,  since  the  negligence  was  that 
of  a  fellow  servant. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


A  workman  engaged  in  digging  a  trench 
at  night,  and  the  foreman  in  charge  of  tha 
work,  are  fellow  servants,  relieving  the  mas- 
ter from  liability  for  failure  of  the  fore- 
man to  inform  the  servant  of  the  approach 
of  a  car  in  the  street,  which  strikes  him. 
Gereg  v.  Milwaukee  Gaslight  Co.  128  Wis. 
35,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)   367,  107  N.  W.  289. 

A  promise  by  one  in  charge  of  repairing 
car  stables  that  he  would  stand  guard  at 
the  foot  of  a  ladder  on  which  a  carpenter 
was  at  work,  so  as  to  give  the  latter  notice 
whenever  it  was  necessary  for  cars  or  the 
cart  at  work  in  the  place  to  pass  in  and  out 
of  the  stables,  bo  that  the  carpenter  would 
not  be  in  danger  of  having  the  ladder 
knocked  out  from  under  him,  was  held  not 
to  be  that  of  a  representative  of  the  mas- 
ter. Byrnes  v.  Brooklyn  Heights  R.  Co.  36 
App.  Div.  355,  55  N.  Y.  Supp.  269. 

Where  the  master  had  provided  for  warn- 
ing to  be  given  employees  of  a  car  manu- 
factory when  cars  were  about  to  be  moved, 
it  was  held  that  the  neglect  to  perform  this 
duty,  whereby  a  servant  was  injured,  was 
the  negligence  of  a  fellow  servant.  Jur- 
kiewicz  v.  American  Car  &  Foundry  Co.  147 
Mich.  622,  111  N.  W.  183.  The  court  says 
that  the  duty  of  providing  a  safe  place, 
machinery,  and  appliances  is  recognized, 
but  that  the  duty  of  the  master  does  not 
extend  so  far  as  to  require  that  he  shall 
Bee,  at  his  peril,  that  such  machinery  and 
appliances  are  properly  used.  Reasonable 
regulations  must  be  made  for  their  use; 
but  when  this  is  done,  and  the  fault  of  one 
servant  makes  the  place  unsafe,  which,  but 
for  such  fault,  would  be  safe,  the  rule  of 
nonliability  for  the  fault  of  a  fellow  serr* 
ant  applies. 

Negligence  in  moving  an  elevator  with- 
out notice  to  a  servant  injured  thereby  is 
not  imputable  to  the  master.  Whatley  T. 
Clock,  05  Ga.  15,  21  S.  E.  985. 
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A  carpenter  at  work  inclosing  an  ele- 
vator shaft  cannot  recover  damages  from 
the  owner  of  the  building  for  injuries  re- 
c«ived  by  the  negligence  of  the  operator  of 
the  elevator  in  moving  the  car  without 
warning,  since  the  injured  servant  and  the 
negligent  servant  were  fellow  servants. 
Mann  v.  CSullivan,  120  Cal.  61,  77  Am.  St. 
Bep.  149,  58  Pac.  375. 

But  where  a  servant  was  sent  to  repair 
the  door  switches  of  certain  elevators  in 
the  front  of  a  building,  and  was  hurt  by 
one  of  the  descending  elevators,  it  was  held 
that  the  master  could  not  escape  liability 
on  the  theory  that  he  had  provided  a  com- 
petent person  to  give  a  warning  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  car,  which  was  satisfactory 
to  the  plaintiff,  the  case  falling  within  the 
rule  that  when  the  perils  to  be  apprehended 
arise  from  outside  and  independent  condi- 
tions, or  from  the  doing  of  other  extraneous 
work  by  the  master's  servants,  distinct  and 
separate  from  the  work  in  which  the  partic- 
ular servant  is  engaged,  the  master  is  bound 
to  employ  the  necessary  means  to  give  time- 
ly warning  of  such  danger,  and  that  he 
cannot  delegate  this  duty  to  any  other  per- 
sons. Western  Electric  Co.  v.  Hanselmnnn, 
70  L.R.A.  705,  09  C.  C.  A.  346,  136  Fed. 
564. 

And  ^here  the  servant's  place  was  unsafe 
unless  ne  was  warned  of  the  approach  of  a 
moving  crane,  it  was  held  to  be  the  mas- 
ter's <diity  to  provide  the  proper  means  of 
warning  him  of  the  approach  of  the  crane ; 
that  the  absence  of  warning  made  the  place 
become  unsafe,  and  that  the  duty  of  keep- 
ing it  safe  was  one  which  the  master  could 
not  escape  by  delegating  it  to  an  employee 
who  failed  to  give  notice  of  the  danger. 
Inland  Steel  Co.  v.  Smith,  39  Ind.  App.  636, 
75  N.  E.  852,  affirmed  in  168  Ind.  245,  80 
N.  E.  538. 

And  in  Koerner  v.  St.  Louis  Car  Co.  209 
Mo.  141,  17  L.B.A.(N.S.)  292,  107  8.  W. 
481,  it  was  held  that  a  car  manufacturer 
who  sets  a  painter  to  work  on  a  car  owes 
him  the  duty  of  seeing  that  other  cars  are 
not  run  against  him,  and  that  cars  pulled 
out  are  not  attached  to  it  without  warn- 
ing, and  is  responsible  for  the  negligence 
of  any  servant  to  whom  he  delegates  the 
performance  of  this  duty. 

IV.  Transitory  and  nonrecurring  dan- 
aers. 

As  to  the  question  whether  the  master's 
duty  to  warn  may  be  delegated  when  applied 
to  impending  and  transitory  recurring  dan- 
gers, there  seems  to  be  no  confusion  in  the 
cases,  although  they  cannot  be  reconciled; 
but  when  it  comes  to  the  question  of  ex- 
tending the  master's  personal  responsibility 
for  failure  to  warn  to  those  sudden,  unex- 
pected, and  unnecessary  dangers  created  by 
the  negligence  of  coservants,  it  is  possible 
that  some  of  the  courts  have  been  misled 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  negligent  act  in 
such  cases,  and  have  thereby  fallen  into 
confusion.  In  accidents  of  this  character, 
the  negligent  act  and  the  failure  to  warn  are 
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hardly  separable.  If  a  carpenter  negligent- 
ly drops  a  hammer,  and  thereby  injures  an- 
other carpenter;  if  a  heavy  dipper  is  sud- 
denly turned  in  an  unusual  way,  to  the  in- 
jury of  a  servant;  if  a  mill  wheel  under- 
going repairs  is  unexpectedly  started;  or  if 
an  electric  light  current  is  suddenly  turned 
on  while  men  are  at  work  in  placci^  of  dan- 
ger, and  an  employee  is  hurt, — does  it  add 
anything  to  the  negligence  to  charge  that 
these  acts  were  done  without  warning?  In 
this  sense  every  negligent  act  of  a  coserv- 
ant  may  be  said  to  have  been  done  without 
warning.  In  the  cases  that  are  collected 
in  this  subdivision,  the  point  was  made  that 
the  master  was  liable  on  the  theory  that 
there  was  a  breach  of  the  master's  nonas- 
signable duty  to  warn.  There  are,  however, 
many  similar  cases  in  which  the  negligent 
act  is  charged  without  the  additional  alle- 
gations that  it  was  without  warning,  the 
master's  liability  depending  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  negligent  servant  was  a 
fellow  servant  of  the  injured  employee. 
Such  cases  are,  of  course,  not  included,  al- 
though essentially  similar  to  those  here  cit- 
ed. The  addition  of  the  words  "without 
warning"  in  such  cases  being  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  statement,  and  adding  nothing  to  the 
negligent  act  itself,  it  would  seem  as  if  the 
attempt  to  apply  the  rules  relating  to  the 
master's  duty  to  warn  were  out  of  place. 
In  Anderson  v.  Ptttsbubo  Coal  Co.,  how- 
ever, the  court  says  it  seems  almost  whim- 
sical to  hold  that  the  master  may  not  dele- 
gate the  duty  to  instruct  servants  of  a 
dangerous  peculiarity  of  a  place  or  instru- 
mentality, of  which  the  servant  himself 
might  learn,  and  yet  to  hold  that  the  mas- 
ter would  not  be  responsible  for  the  fail- 
ure of  another  servant  to  give  warning  that 
he  was  about  to  start  a  machine  in  motion. 
Of  his  intention  the  injured  servant  could 
not  have  learned;  of  the  execution  of  his 
intention  the  injured  servant,  engrossed  in 
his  work,  is  perilously  likely  to  be  ignorant. 

But  the  reason  for  making  a  distinction 
in  the  two  cases  is  a  good  one.  In  the  first 
case,  the  danger  is  not  transient,  is  one 
known  to  the  master,  of  which  the  servant 
is  ignorant,  and  is  a  danger  which  can  be 
provided  against;  in  the  second  case,  the 
danger  is  transient  and  unexpected.  As  the 
court  in  Anderson  v.  Pittsburq  Coai,  Co. 
says,  the  servant  could  not  have  learned  of 
the  intention  of  the  negligent  servant;  but 
the  court  might  have  added,  neither  could 
the  master.  This  is,  therefore,  a  danger 
which  could  not  possibly  be  provided  against. 
It  is,  as  already  stated,  a  mere  negligent 
act  of  a  servant.  To  add  to  every  negligent 
act  of  a  servant  the  statement  that  it  was 
done  without  warning,  and  then  to  hold  the 
master  responsible,  on  the  theory  that  the 
duty  to  warn  is  nondelegable,  would  elim- 
inate the  fellow-servant  doctrine  without  the 
necessity  of  resort  to  statutes. 

Some  of  the  earlier  Minnesota  authori- 
ties are  more  liberal  to  the  master  than  the 
later  cases,  which  carry  the  doctrine  of  the 
nondelegability  of  the  master's  duty  to 
warn   so   far   as   to  cover   even   transitory 
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nonrecurring  dangers  produced  unnecessari- 
ly by  the  servants  themselves,  during  the 
progress  of  the  work. 

In  Perras  v.  A.  Booth  &  Co.  82  Minn. 
191,  84  N.  W.  739,  85  N.  W.  179,  it  was 
held  that  the  question  whether  a  foreman, 
in  ordering  the  removal  of  an  elevator  with- 
out warding  to  servants  at  work  on  the 
floor  from  which  it  was  removed,  was  a  fel- 
low servant  of  one  who  backed  into  the 
shaft  and  was  killed,  or  whether  he  was  a 
vice  principal,  performing  one  of  the  abso- 
lute duties  of  the  master,  was  for  the  jury. 

And  in  Doerr  v.  Daily  News  Pub.  Co.  97 
Minn.  248,  106  N.  W.  1044,  it  was  held  that 
starting  a  printing  press  by  a  pressman 
without  warning  to  a  helper  who  was  in- 
jured thereby  'was  the  act  of  a  fellow  serv- 
ant. 

In  Berneche  v.  Billiard,  101  Minn.  366, 
112  N.  W.  392,  it  was  held  that,  in  sig- 
naling an  engineer  to  start  a  derrick  en- 
gine without  warning  to  a  laborer  who  was 
injured  thereby,  a  foreman  was  a  fellow 
servant  of  the  injured  employee.  The  court 
says  that  it  is  not  one  of  the  master's  ab- 
solute or  personal  duties  to  be  present  con- 
stantly to  protect  his  servants  from  dan- 
gers incident  to  the  ordinary  conduct  of  the 
work.  That  he  is  required  to  keep  the  placn 
where  they  are  obliged  to  work  free  front 
hidden  or  concealed  dangers,  and  to  give 
timely  warning  of  those  not  obvious  and 
apparent. 

But  in  Cody  v.  Longyear,  103  Minn.  116, 
114  N.  W.  735,  a  vice  principal,  in  ordering 
a  servant  into  a  dangerous  place,  and  then 
starting  machinery  without  warning,  result- 
ing in  the  latter's  injury,  was  held  not  to 
act  as  a  fellow  servant  of  the  injured  em- 
ployee. 

And  in  Fitzgerald  t.  International  Flax 
Twine  Co.  104  Minn.  138,  116  N.  W.  475. 
the  act  of  a  foreman  in  starting  a  machine 
without  warning  was  held  not  to  be  a  mere 
incident  of  the  work  and  the  negligence  of  a 
fellow  servant,  since  the  duty  of  giving 
warning  is  an  absolute  duty  of  the  master, 
which  be  cannot  delegate. 

The  act  of  a  foreman,  after  ordering  a 
servant  to  repair  a  machine,  in  starting  the 
machine  without  warning,  is  not  a  mere  de- 
tail of  the  work,  or  an  act  of  a  fellow  serv- 
ant, for  which  the  master  is  not  liable. 
The  court  said  that  the  case  was  controlled 
by  the  general  principle  that  the  master  is 
under  legal  obligation  to  exercise  reason- 
able care  to  provide  his  servant  a  safe  place 
in  which  to  work,  and  not  to  subject  or  ex- 
pose him  to  unnecessary  risks  or  dangers. 
Lohman  v.  Swift  &  Co.  105  Minn.  148,  117 
N.  W.  418. 

In  Hughlett  v.  Ozark  Lumber  Co.  63  Mo. 
87,  the  act  of  a  foreman  in  starting  a 
planing  machine  without  warning,  so  that  a 
servant  who  had  been  oiling  it  had  his 
hand  cut  off,  was  held  not  to  be  that  of  a 
fellow  servant.  The  court  said  that  among 
the  personal  duties  that  the  master  owed 
to  the  plaintiff  was  to  furnish  machinery 
that  was  reasonably  safe  and  keep  it  in  re- 
pair; and  that  the  responsibility  for  the 
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careful  discharge  of  these  personal  duties 
could  not  be  shifted  from  his  shoulders. 

But  in  Richardson  v.  Mesker,  171  Mo. 
606,  72  S.  W.  506,  it  was  held  that  an  adult 
and  a  minor  engaged  in  work  at  the  same 
machine  were  fellow  servants,  8o  that  the 
latter  could  not  recover  from  the  master 
for  the  negligent  act  of  the  former  in  start- 
ing the  machine  without  warning. 

In  Cook  V.  Chehalis  River  Lumber  Co.  48 
Wash.  019,  94  Pac.  189,  it  was  held  that  a 
foreman,  by  ordering  a  hoisting  rope  to  be 
tightened  without  warning,  thereby  causing 
planks  to  be  thrown  from  the  projecting 
timbers  of  a  railroad  trestle,  to  the  injury 
of  a  servant  working  below,  was  clearly  a 
vice  principal. 

Where  a  log  was  placed  by  accident  in  an 
extraordinary  position  upon  the  head  block 
of  a  saw  carriage,  the  neglect  of  the  saw-, 
yer  in  failing  to  warn  a  servant  known  as 
a  "dogger,"  whom  he  had  ordered  to  re- 
move the  log  from  the  head  block,  that  he 
was  about  to  apply  mechanical  force  to  the 
log  for  the  purpose  of  moving  it,  thereby 
placing  the  dogger  in  a  position  of  peril, 
was  held  to  be  the  act  of  his  principal,  al- 
though the  direction  of  the  mechanical  force 
was  a  mere  detail  of  the  work,  and  in  that 
respect  the  sawyer  was  acting  as  a  fellow 
servant  of  the  dogger.  O'Brien  v.  Page 
Lumber  Co.  39  Wash.  537,  82  Pac.  114. 

The  duty  of  a  sawyer  to  wain  a  log  deck- 
man  that  he  is  about  to  put  a  mechanical 
force  into  operation  to  push  a  heavy  log 
into  position  on  the  deck  in  a  sawmill,  im- 
periling the  safety  of  such  deckman,  is  that 
of  the  master,  who  cannot  escape  liability 
on  the  theory  that  there  is  no  duty  of  the 
master  to  warn  one  servant  against  the 
conduct  of  a  fellow  servant.  Dossett  v.  St. 
Paul  &  T.  Lumber  Co.  40  Wash.  270,  82 
Pac.  273.  The  court  says  that  when  the 
servant  does  not  know,  or  has  no  means 
of  knowing,  the  danger  of  the  place,  it  is 
the  imperative  duty  of  the  master  to  warn 
)iim  thereof.  This  duty  cannot  be  delegated 
so  as  to  relieve  the  master  of  liability.  To 
hold  otherwise  would  relieve  the  master  of 
his  duty  to  furnish  a  reasonably  safe  place 
for  the  servant,  and  would  permit  a  supe- 
rior servant  in  control  to  take  the  life  or 
limb  of  an  inferior  servant  without  an  op- 
portunity of  self-protection  or  escape.  Nei- 
ther the  law  nor  the  dictates  of  humanity 
permit  such  results. 

Neglect  of  the  head  sawyer  to  warn  serv- 
ants in  danger  that  he  had  left  the  lever 
of  the  saw  carriage  without  locking  the 
safety  device  so  as  to  prevent  the  carriage 
from  suddenly  starting  up  was  held  to  be 
the  negligence  of  the  master  in  failing  to 
keep  the  working  place  safe.  Kidner  v. 
Three  Lakes  Lumber  Co.  45  Wash.  323,  88 
Pile.  326. 

The  duty  of  a  sawyer  to  notify  a  hook- 
man  or  deckman  in  a  sawmill  in  a  position 
of  danger,  if  he  was  about  to  move  the  ma- 
chinery, was  held  to  be  a  duty  of  the  mas- 
ter, and  not  one  arising  as  a  mere  detail  of 
the  work.  Maloncy  v.  f^tp^«"n  &  P.  Mill 
Co.  46  Wash.  646,  90  Pac.  1040. 
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But  in  Williams  v.  Nortli  Wisconsin  Lum- 
ber Co.  124  Wis.  328,  102  N.  W.  589,  the 
negligence  of  a  superintendent  of  the  mas- 
ter in  directing  that  a  current  of  electricity 
be  turned  on  to  test  a  dynamo,  without 
warning  a  servant  splicing  wires,  was  held 
not  to  be  the  negligence  of  the  master,  but 
of  a  fellow  servant. 

And  the  master  was  held  not  liable  for 
the  negligence  of  an  engineer  in  turning  on 
without  signal  an  electric  current,  resulting 
in  the  death  of  a  lineman,  since  the  en- 
gineer and  the  lineman,  being  subject  to  di- 
rection and  control  by  the  same  general 
master,  in  the  same  common  enterprise, 
were  fellow  servants.  Brush  Electric  Light 
&  P.  Co.  V.  Wells,  110  Ga.  202,  35  S.  E.  305. 

And  in  The  Harold,  21  Fed.  428,  a  winch- 
man  who  started  up  his  winch  without  warn- 
ing', which  caused  a  plank  to  be  displaced 
and  to  fall  into  the  hold  of  a  vessel,  injur- 
ing a  workman  there,  was  held  to  be  a  fel- 
low servant  of  the  injured  employee. 

The  careless  starting  of  a  steam  roller 
without  warning  is  the  act  of  a  fellow  serv- 
ant. Hanna  t.  Granger,  18  R.  I.  507,  28 
Atl.   659. 

Starting  a  spinning  frame  in  a  cotton 
mill  without  notice,  while  a  servant  was 
cleaning  the  gears,  was  held  to  be  the  neg- 
ligence of  a  fellow  servant.  Fournier  v. 
Columbian  Ufg.  Co.  70  N.  H.  629,  44  Atl. 
104. 

Failure  of  servants  at  the  guy  rope  to 
give  the  workmen  engaged  in  sawing  through 
the  base  of  a  pile  for  the  purpose  of  having 
it  pulled  over  when  nearly  sawed  through, 
notice  that  the  pile  was  to  be  pulled  over, 
is  not  the  negligence  of  the  master,  the  na- 
.ture  of  the  case  not  making  it  the  duty  of 
the  master  to  see  that  warning  was  given. 
Geesen  v.  Saguin,  125  Iowa,  7,  87  N.  W. 
745. 

In  Maltbie  t.  Belden,  187  N.  Y.  307,  54 
L.K.A.  52,  60  N.  E.  645,  it  was  held  that 
failure  of  a  foreman  to  warn  a  servant  as- 
sisting in  the  work  of  extinguishing  a  fire 
on  the  master's  property,  that  a  burning 
tree  was  dangerous  and  about  to  fall,  was 
not  an  act  for  which  the  master  was  re- 
sponsible; but  this  ruling  was  put  on  the 
§  round  that  it  was  no  part  of  the  master's 
nty  to  protect  the  servant  by  notice  of  a 
peril  that  had  developed  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  conflagration,  and  which  was 
equally  obvious  to  all. 

Failure  of  the  captain  of  a  tugboat  ap- 
proaching a  dredge  to  give  due  warning 
thereof,  so  as  to  prevent  injury  to  another 
servant  of  the  same  master,  engaged  at  the 
time  in  placing  a  fender  between  a  pile 
driver  and  the  dredge,  was  held  not  to  be 
negligence  as  to  the  master's  duty.  Belt 
V.  Henry  Du  Bois's  Sons  Co.  07  App.  Div. 
392,  89  N.  Y.  Supp.  1072.  The  court  said 
that  it  could  not  be  successfully  asserted 
that  it  was  any  part  of  the  master's  duty 
to  blow  a  whistle,  or  give  any  other  warn- 
ing of  the  approach  of  the  tug.  Its  duty 
was  di.«charged  when  it  had  employed  a 
competent  captain,  and  bad  furnished  him 
with  the  means  and  appliances  of  safe  nav- 
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igation;  and  when  the  specific  act  or  omis- 
sion which  bad  caused  the  injury  was  not 
the  personal  act  or  omission  of  the  master 
himself,  the  (juestion  whether  it  could  be 
imputed  to  him,  as  occurring  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty  as  a  master,  was  always 
dependent  upon  a  determination  of  its  na- 
ture and  character. 

But  in  Nelson  v.  S.  Willey  8.  S.  &  Nav. 
Co.  26  Wash.  548,  67  Pac.  237,  the  act  oi 
the  first  mate  of  a  steamer  in  failing  to 
warn  a  deck  hand  that  the  former  was 
about  to  untie  a  heavy  gang  plank  and  to 
let  it  drop  on  the 'deck,  by  reason  of  which 
the  deck  hand  was  injured  by  the  falling 
gang  plank,  could  not,  it  was  held,  be  the 
performance  of  an  act  in  the  capacity  of  a 
fellow  servant,  since  the  negligence  of  the 
mate  in  failing  to  give  the  proper  warning 
was  the  act  of  the  master. 

And  the  duty  of  giving  a  warning  to  a 
servant,  of  the  danger  arising  from  the 
detachment  of  guy  ropes,  is  held  to  be  that 
of  the  master,  and  the  foreman,  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty,  stands  in  the  place 
of  the  master,  if  he  in  fact  occupies  the  re- 
lation of  vice  principal.  Roberts  &  S.  Co.  v. 
Jones,  82  Ark.  188,  101  S.  W.  105. 

And  negligence  in  failing  to  advise  a  serv- 
ant that  a  beam  was  about  to  be  dropped, 
exposing  him  to  an  extraordinary  risk,  was 
held  to  be  the  negligence  of  the  master,  and 
not  that  of  a  fellow  servant,  since  the  serv- 
ant assumes  only  the  ordinary  hazards  of 
his  employment.  Grace  4  H.  Co.  v.  Probst, 
208  111.  147,  70  N.  E.  12.  H.  C.  S. 
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CITY  OF  ALTOONA 
▼. 

RICHARDSON  GAS  4  OIL  COMPANY  et 
al.,  Appts. 

(81  Kan.  717,  106  Pac.  1025.) 

Corporations  —  consolidation  —  indebt- 
edness. 

Where  one  corporation  becomes  practi- 
cally extinct,  transferring  all  its  assets  to 
another  and  receiving  in  return  stock  in  the 
other  corporation,  which  succeeds  to  its 
business,  the  new  corporation  is  liable  to 
the  extent  of  the  value  of  the  property  ac- 
quired, for  the  debts  of  the  old  one. 

(February  12,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Wilson  County 

Headnote  by  Mason,  J. 


Note.  —  As  to  the  efTect  of  consolidation, 
merger,  or  absorption  of  corporation,  on  its 
unsecured  liability,  in  the  absence  of  stat- 
utory or  contract  provision  relntive  thereto, 
see  case  note  to  Atlantic  &  B.  R.  Co.  v. 
Johnson,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1119,  referred  to 
in  the  foregoing  opinion. 
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in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  a  sum  alleged  to  be  due  under  a 
certain  contract.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  P.  O.  Young  for  appellants. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Hikesell,  for  appellee: 

The  Altoona  Portland  Cement  Company, 
by  the  purchase  of  the  gas  plant  from  the 
Richardson  Gas  &  Oil  Company,  assumed 
the  obligation  of  the  contract  -with  plaintiff. 

Morrison  v.  American  Snuff  Co.  79  Miss. 
330,  89  Am.  St.  Rep.  598,  30  So.  723. 

Mason,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Prior  to  January  28,  1907,  the  Richardson 
Gas  &  Oil  Company,  a  corporation,  was  en- 
gaged in  furnishing  natural  gas  to  the  city 
of  Altoona  and  its  inhabitants,  under  an 
ordinance  granting  it  the  use  of  the  public 
streets  for  that  purpose,  and  providing, 
among  other  matters,  that,  so  long  as  the 
company  operated  without  competition,  it 
shotild  pay  the  city  $300  a  year  in  quarter- 
ly instalments.  At  that  time  the  company 
transferred  all  its  property,  including  its 
rights  under  the  ordinance,  to  another  cor- 
poration, the  Altoona  Portland  Cement  Com- 
pany, in  consideration  of  $600,000  of  the 
common  stock  of  the  latter  company,  which 
continued  the  business.  Thereafter  the  city 
sued  both  companies  for  several  quarterly 
instalments  due  under  the  ordinance,  some 
of  which  matured  before  the  transfer  and 
some  after.  The  plaintiff  obtained  judgment 
against  both  companies,  and  they  appeal. 

The  liability  of  the  first-named  company 
is  determined  by  Richardson  Gas  &  Oil  Co. 
V.  Altoona,  79  Kan.  466,  21  L.RJV..(N.S.) 
214,  100  Pac.  50.  The  other  company  is 
clearly  liable  for  all  payments  that  matured 
after  it  engaged  in  business  under  the  ordi- 
nance, the  privileges  of  which  it  must  be 
deemed  to  have  taken  burdened  with  the 
corresponding  obligations.  The  serious  ques- 
tion in  the  case  is  whether  the  second  com- 
pany is  chargeable  with  the  instalments 
which  were  due  to  the  city  from  the  first 
company  when  it  quit  busine.s3.  The  com- 
pany maintains  that  it  occupies  the  attitude 
of  the  ordinary  purchaser  of  property;  that, 
not  having  contracted  to  pay  the  indebted- 
ness of  the  former  owner,  it  is  under  no 
obligation  to  do  so.  The  city  insists  that 
the  transaction  between  the  two  corpora- 
tions was  a  virtual,  if  not  a  technical,  con- 
solidation,— ^that  the  new  company  is  the 
successor  of  the  old,  and  is  liable  for  its 
debts.  This  would  be  true  if  there  had  been 
an  actual,  legal  consolidation  (Berry  v.  Kan- 
sas City,  Ft.  S.  &  M.  R.  Co.  52  Kan.  769, 
39  Am.  St  Rep.  371,  34  Pac.  805),  but  that 
was  not  the  case,  since  the  old  company 
retained  its  corporate  entity.  A  note  in  11 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


L.R.A.{N.S.)  1119,  fully  ^gests  the  eases 
bearing  upon  the  "effect  of  consolidation, 
merger,  or  absorption  *t  corporation,  on  its 
unsecured  liabilities,  in  absence  of  statutory 
or  contract  provision  relative  thereto."  The 
general  rule  derivable  from  the  authorities 
is  there  thus  stated:  "Where  the  corpora- 
tion incurring  the  liability  ceases  to  hare 
an  ittdependent  existence  de  jure,  the  con- 
solidated or  absorbing  corporation  is  liable 
at  law,  as  well  as  in.equity;  the  ground  for 
such  liability  being  sometimes  stated  to  be 
the  continuance  of  the  original  corporation 
under  a  new  guise,  .  .  .  and  sometimes 
to  be  an  assumption  of  liabilities  arising  by 
implication.  .  .  .  Where,  however,  there 
is  an  absorption  of  the  business  and  assets 
— in  other  words,  a  merger  de  facto — by 
either  a  corporation  formed  for  the  purpose, 
or  one  already  in  business,  the  liability  of 
the  corporation  receiving  the  assets  is  rested 
upon  the  familiar  trust  fund  doctrine,  since 
such  receiving  corporation  does  not  stand 
as  a  bona  fide  purchaser  for  value.  In  such 
case  the  extent  of  the  liability  is  necessarily 
determined  by  the  value  of  the  property 
received."  Page  1120  of  11  I..R.A.(NA). 
Anderson  v.  War  Eagle  Consol.  Min.  Co.  i 
Idaho,  789,  72  Pac.  671,  seems  somewhat 
out  of  harmony  with  the  other  cases  col- 
lected in  the  note,  but  was  decided  upon  s 
question  of  pleading  and  procedure. 

In  Grenell  v.  Detroit  Gas  Co.  112  Mich. 
70,  70  N.  W.  413,  it  is  said:  "A  corporation 
cannot  sell  all  of  its  property,  and  take  in 
payment  stock  in  a  new  corporation,  under 
an  arrangement  that  has  the  effect  of  dis- 
tributing the  assets  of  the  vendor  among  its 
stockholders,  to  the  exclusion  and  prejudice 
of  its  creditors;  and  a  company  making  such 
a  purchase,  in  consideration  of  an  issue  of 
its  own  stock  to  such  stockholders  takes  the 
property  subject  to  the  rights  of  creditors. 
Such  an  arrangement  is  a  diversion  of  the 
trust  fund.  It  is  said  that  there  is  nothing 
to  show  an  intention  to  defeat  the  creditors 
of  the  Michigan  Gas  Company,  as  this  wa« 
not  a  liquidated  claim  at  the  time  this 
transfer  was  made.  .  .  .  Under  the  ar- 
rangement, the  promoters  and  stockholders 
of  the  Detroit  Gas  Company  knew  that  it 
was  getting  all  of  the  property  of  the  Michi- 
gan Gas  Company,  without  provision  for  its 
debts,  if  there  were  any.  It  was  bound  to 
know  that  this  property  was  charged  with 
such  debts,  and  ought  not  to  be  distributed 
among  the  stockholders,  to  the  exclusion  of 
creditors.  It  was  a  party,  then,  to  a  diver- 
sion of  the  trust  fund,  and,  having  in  its 
possession  such  fund,  holds  it  subject  to  the 
payment  of  debts.  It  cannot  be  called  a 
bona  fide  purchaser  of  the  property  as 
against  existing  creditors."  Pages  72,  73, 
of  112  Mich.     Of  the  creditor  under  such 
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cireumstanceB  it  is  said  in  Hurd  ▼.  New 
York  &  C.  Steam  Laundry  Co.  167  N.  Y. 
89,  9&,  60  N.  E.  327:  "Wlien  he  demands 
payment  of  his  claim,  he  is  referred  to  the 
emptj  shell  which  is  all  that  is  left  of  the 
live  corporation  whose  tangible  assets  con- 
stituted a  trust  fund  for  the  payment  of  hi:i 
debt  at  the  time  of  its  creation.  When  he 
seeks  to  follow  this  fund,  he  is  told  that  the 
capital  stock  of  the  defendant,  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  may  be  bona  fide  holders,  is 
bis  only  resort.  This  is  not  the  law."  See 
aino  Jones,  Insolvent  &  Failing  Corp.  §§  194- 
200. 

In  the  present  case  it  was  not  positively 
and  directly  proved  that  the  old  company 
distributed  among  its  stockholders  the  stock 
in  the  new  company  which  it  received  in 
consideration  of  the  transfer  of  its  property, 
but  that  is  inferable  from  the  evidence.  A 
witness  testified  that  he  was  secretary  of 
the  old  company — if  there  was  any — and 
that  there  was  no  longer  any  stock  in  that 
company.  It  is  clear  that  no  provision  was 
made  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  due  the 
city  out  of  the  stock  issued  to  the  old  com- 
pany. Of  an  entirely  similar  situation  the 
court  i>ays  in  Hibernia  Ins.  Co.  v.  St.  Louis 
ft  N.  O.  Transp.  Co.  (C.  C.)  4  McCrary,  432, 
13  Fed.  616,  518:  "It  [the  old  company] 
has  received,  it  is  true,  paid-up  stock  in  the 
new  company,  but  that  has  doubtless  been 
disposed  of,  or,  if  it  has  not  been,  it  may 
at  any  moment  be  transferred.  Equity  will 
not  compel  the  creditor  of  a  corporation  to 
waive  his  right  to  enforce  his  claim  against 
the  visible  and  tangible  property  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  to  run  the  chances  of  follow- 
ing and  recovering  the  value  of  shares  of 
stock  after  they  are  placed  upon  the  mar- 
ket." Essentially  the  same  doctrine  is  de- 
clared in  Mclver  r.  Young  Hardware  Co. 
144  N.  C.  478,  119  Am.  St.  Rep.  970,  67 
S.  E.  169,  and  Luedecke  t.  Des  Moines  Cabi- 
net Co.  140  Iowa,  223,  —  L.RjV.(N.S.)  — , 
118  N.  W.  456,  in  each  of  which  cases,  how- 
ever, attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that, 
as  a  creditor  has  no  lien  on  the  property  of 
a  corporation,  its  assets  can  properly  be 
called  a  trust  fund  only,  as  suggested  by 
Mr.  Pomeroy  (Eq.  Jur.  §  1046),  "by  way  of 
analogy  or  metaphor."  In  the  latter  case 
it  was  said:  "We  do  not  recognize  the 
trust  fund  doctrine  to  the  extent  that  it 
has  obtained  in  some  of  the  courts;  but  are 
of  opi:iion  that  corporate  creditors  are  enti- 
tled in  equity  to  the  payment  of  their  debts 
before  any  distribution  of  corporate  prop- 
erty is  made  among  the  stockholders,  and 
recognize  the  right  of  a  creditor  of  a.cor- 
poratiMi  to  follow  its  assets  or  property  into 
the  hands  of  anyone  who  is  not  a  good-faith 
holder  in  the  ordinary  course  of  bustnes!). 
...  In  Thompson  on  Corporations,  §  6547, 
26  L.RJL(N.8.) 


it  is  said:  "Where  one  corporation  trans- 
fers all  its  assets  to  another  corporation, 
and  thus  practically  ceases  to  exist,  without 
having  paid  its  debts,  the  purchasing  cor- 
poration takes  the  property  subject  to  an 
equitable  lien  or  charge  in  favor  of  the  cred- 
itors of  the  selling  corporation.'  .  .  . 
And,  while  the  right  to  follow  a  trust  fund 
into  the  hands  of  a  third  party  depends  upon 
the  answer  to  the  inquiry  whether  such 
third  party  took  it  with  knowledge  of  the 
trust,  the  case  being  one  where  the  trustee 
who  transferred  it  to  him  had  a  power  of 
disposition,  yet  in  such  a  case  as  we  are 
supposing,  where  one  corporation  transfers 
all  its  assets  to  another,  not  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business,  the  very  circumstances 
of  the  case  imply  full  knowledge  on  the  part 
of  the  transferee  of  all  the  facts  necessary 
to  charge  the  property  in  his  hands  with  the 
debts  of  the  transferrer.' "  Page  229  of  140 
Iowa. 

In  many  of  the  cases  where  this  principle 
has  been  applied  special  circumstances,  not 
here  present,  have  existed  that  tended  to 
prevent  the  buying  corporation  from  being 
regarded  as  a  purchaser  in  good  faith  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  business.  In  several  of 
them  the  stock  issued  by  the  buying  com- 
pany passed  directly  to  stockholders  of  the 
selling  company,  or  to  its  officers  for  their 
own  benefit,  and,  inasmuch  as  this  circum- 
stance proved  knowledge  by  the  purchaser 
that  the  price  paid  was  not  to  be  used  to 
pay  corporate  debts,  it  was  relied  upon  as 
conclusive  of  the  inquiry.  But  such  abso- 
lute proof  is  not  necessary  to  charge  a  cor- 
poration which  absorbs  another  with  notice 
of  the  necessary  or  probable  effect  upon 
creditors.  It  is  well  said  (subject  to  the 
criticism  noted  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
term  "trust  fund")  that  "equity  will  scru- 
tinize with  jealousy  any  arrangement  among 
corporations,  whereby  the  assets  of  an  in- 
solvent corporation,  which  are  a  trust  fund 
for  its  creditors,  are  turned  over  to  another 
corporation,  frittered  away,  or  otherwise  di- 
verted from  the  creditors  who  have  the  equi- 
table charge  upon  it."  3  Purdy's  Beach, 
Priv.  Corp.  §  1287,  p.  1886.  We  think  it 
consistent  with  the  weight  of  authority,  and 
in  accordance  with  sound  reason,  to  hold 
that  the  equitable  right  of  the  creditor  to 
look  for  payment  to  the  property  of  a  debt- 
or corporation  is  superior  to  any  title  that 
can  be  acquired  through  such  a  transaction 
as  that  here  disclosed.  We  affirm  the  judg- 
ment upon  the  ground  that  where  a  corpora- 
tion becomes  practically  extinct,  transfer- 
ring all  its  assets  to  another  and  receiving 
in  return  stock  in  the  other  corporation, 
which  succeeds  to  its  business,  the  new  cor- 
poration is  liable  to  the  extent  of  the  value 
of  the  property  acquired,  for  the  debts  of 
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the  old  one.    Such  an  arrangement  is  essen- 
tially a  merger,  and  should  be  attended  with 
the  same  consequences  as  a  consolidation. 
The  judgment  is  affirmed. 


CAIilFORNIA  supreme:  COUKT. 

RE  ESTATE  OF  CATHERINE  PATTER- 
SON, Deceased. 


FANNIE  SMITH,  Appt., 

V. 

EIXA  QUIGLEY,  Admrx.,  etc.,  of  Cather- 
ine Patterson,  Deceased,  et  al.,  Respts. 

I  (155  Cal.  620,  102  Pac.  941.) 

Win  ^  lost  or  destroyed  —  probate. 

1.  Provisions  of  a  destroyed  will  which 
are  clearly  and  distinctly  proven  by  the 
requisite  number  of  witnesses  cannot  be 
denied  probate  merely  because  other  pro- 
visions of  the  will  cannot  be  established,  if 
they  would  be  entirely  unaffected  by  the 
latter  provisions,  where  the  statute  provides 
that  no  will  shall  be  proven  as  a  lost  or 
destroyed  will  unless  its  provisions  are 
clearly  and  distinctly  proved  by  at  least 
two  credible  witnesses. 

Same  —  subsequent  statute. 

2.  A  statute  providing  that  no  will  shall 
be  proved  as  a  lost  or  destroyed  will  unless 
it  was  in  existence  at  the  death  of  the 
testator,  or  was  fraudulently  destroyed  in 
his  lifetime,  does  not  make  invalid,  so  as  to 
vest  the  estate  in  the  heir,  a  will  properly 


executed  which  was  destroyed  by  public 
calamity  during  the  testator's  lifetime,  with- 
out his  knowledge,  which,  under  the  stat- 
ute, was  not  sufficient  to  revoke  it,  and, 
therefore  a  legislative  provision  passed  alt- 
er testator's  death,  permitting  proof  ol 
wills  so  destroyed,  may  be  made  applicable 
to  it  without  affecting  the  property  rights 
of  the  heirs. 

(June  15,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  petitioner  from  an  order  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco  refusing  to  pro- 
bate the  will  of  Catherine  Patterson,  de- 
ceased.   Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Bourdette  tb  Bacon  and  An- 
drew  Thome,  for  appellant: 

The  provisions  of  the  will  were  stifficient- 
ly  proven. 

Re  Camp,  134  Cal.  233,  66  Pac.  227; 
Thornton,  Lost  Wills,  §  108;  1  Jarman, 
Wills,  p.  290;  Clarkson  v.  Clarkson,  2 
Swabey  &  T.  497,  31  L.  J.  Prob.  N.  S. 
143;  Podmore  v.  Whatton,  3  Swabey  &  T. 
449,  33  L.  J.  Prob.  N.  S.  143;  Burls  v. 
Burls,  L.  R.  1  Prob.  &  Div.  472;  James  y. 
Shrimpton,  L.  R.  1  Prob.  Dir.  431;  gug- 
den  V.  St.  Leonards,  L.  R.  1  Prob.  Div.  154; 
Quick  V.  Quick,  3  Swabey  &  T.  442,  33  L. 
J.  Prob.  N.  S.  146. 

A  will  once  made  continues  as  the  will 
of  the  testator  until  it  can  be  shown,  even 
in  the  case  of  its  destruction,  that  the  tes- 


Jfote.  — May  the  part  of  a  lost  or  des- 
troyed will  which  can  be  estabUshed 
be  admitted  to  probate  where  there 
are  other  portions  that  cannot  be  es- 
tablished. 

The  cases  are  not  harmonious  upon  the 
questions  whether  part  of  a  lost  or  des- 
troyed will  can  be  admitted  to  probate,  or 
whether  there  must  be  complete  proof  of  all 
its  contents.  In  some  states  there  are  statutes 
permitting  and  regulating  the  proof  of  lost 
wills  which  require  the  whole  will  to  be  es- 
tablished before  it  can  be  admitted  to  pro- 
bate; of  course,  in  those  states,  proof  of  a 
portion  only  would  be  insufficient. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  sustain  the 
doctrine  announced  in  the  principal  case, 
that  that  portion  of  a  lost  or  destroyed  will 
which  can  be  established  may  be  admitted 
to  probate  though  there  are  other  portions 
that  cannot  be  established.  Sudgen  v.  St. 
Leonards,  L.  R.  1  Prob.  Div.  154;  Skcggs  v. 
Horton,  82  Ala.  352,  2  So.  110;  Jones  v. 
easier,  139  Ind.  382,  47  Am.  St.  Rep.  274, 
38  N.  E.  812;  Steele  v.  Price,  5  B.  Mon.  58; 
Jackson  v.  Jackson,  4  Mo.  210;  Dickev  v. 
Malechi,  6  Mo.  177,  34  Am.  Dec.  130;  Cahill 
V.  Owens,  3  Ohio  Dec.  Reprint,  8;  Dower  v. 
Seeds,  28  W.  Va.  113,  57  Am.  Rep.  646. 
And  see  Woodward  v.  Goulstone,  L.  R.  11 
App.  Cas.  469. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


In  Dickinson  v.  Stidolph,  11  C.  B.  N.  S. 
341,  where  the  will  referred  to  two  prior 
testamentary  memoranda,  and  declared  that 
both  should  remain  in  force,  and  one  of 
them  could  not  be  found,  it  was  held  that 
effect  must  be  given  to  that  which  was 
found;  the  court  saying  that  the  testa- 
mentary intentions  of  the  testator  are  not 
to  be  di'»appointed  merely  because  he  made 
other  dispositions  of  his  property,  which  are 
unknown  by  reason  of  the  testamentary 
paper  which  contained  them  not  being 
forthcoming. 

And  in  Surge  v.  Hamilton,  72  Ga.  569, 
it  was  held  that  the  identified  parts  of  the 
will  would  not  fail  of  probate  on  account  of 
a  missing  part  the  contents  of  which  was 
unknown. 

In  Tarbell  v.  Forbes,  177  Mass.  238,  58 
N.  E.  873,  it  was  said  that  any  provision  of 
a  lost  will  which  ia  complete  in  itself,  and 
independent  of  any  other  provisions  of  the 
will,  may  be  admitted  to  probate,  although 
the  other  provisions  cannot  be  proved;  but 
it  must  be  apparent  that  the  unproved  pro- 
visions cannot  affect  the  provisions  which 
are  proved. 

In  Early  ▼.  Early,  5  Redf.  376,  it  was 
held  that  the  Code  provision  relating  to  the 
proof  of  lost  wills  applied  only  to  the  pro- 
visions which  afTected  the  disinsition  of  the 
property  and  were  of  the  substance  of  the 
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tator  knew  of  its  destruction  and  intended 
it  to  be  destroyed. 

1  Jarman,  Wills,  pp.  284,  200;  Dickey 
V.  Malechi,  6  Mar.  177,  34  Am.  Dec.  130; 
Johnson's  Will,  40  Conn.  687;  Idley  v. 
Bowen,  11  Wend.  227;  Smock  v.  Smock, 
11  N.  J.  Eq.  156;  Burns  v.  Burns,  4  Serg. 
&  R.  295;  1  Powell,  Uevises,  595,  note  0. 

Section  1330  as  amended  merely  provides 
a  remedy  or  method  of  procedure,  and  was 
and  is  only  a  remedial  statute;  and  as 
litigants  have  no  vested  interest  in  a  rem- 
edial statute,  they  had  no  vested  interest 
in  §  1330  before  it  was  amended,  and  con- 
sequently its  amendment  did  not  assail  any 
vested  rights  of  opponents. 

Steers  v.  Kinsey,  68  Ark.  360,  58  S.  W. 
1050;  Re  Packer,  125  Cal.  300,  73  Am.  St. 
Rep.  68,  58  Pac.  50;  CuUerton  v.  Mead,  22 
Cal.  96;  Buck  v.  Eureim,  97  Cal.  135,  31 
Pac.  846 ;  People  ex  rel.  Van  Tine  v.  Senter, 
28  Cal.  503;  Dentzel  v.  Waldie,  30  Cal.  139; 
Grannis  v.  Superior  Ct.  146  Cal.  246,  106 
Am.  St.  Rep.  23,  70  Pac.  801;  Chapman 
v.  State,  104  Cal.  690,  43  Am.  St.  Rep. 
158,  38  Pac.  457;  Bowen  v.  Phillips,  65 
Ind.  226;  Bcrrv  v.  Kansas  City,  Ft.  S.  & 
M.  R.  Co.  52  Kan.  759,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  371, 
34  Pac.  805;  Erskine  v.  Glidden  (Me.)  3 
Atl.  651;  Dent  v.  Holbrook,  64  Cal.  145; 
Beard  v.  Dansby,  48  Ark.  183,  2  S.  W.  701  •, 
Rockford  Ins.  Co.  v.  Nelson,  65  111.  415; 
Laughlin  v.  Com.  13  Bush,  261;  Excelsior 
Mfg.  Co.  V.  Keyser,  62  Miss.  155;  Marks  v. 
Crow,   14  Or.   382,   13  Pac.   55;   Mayne  v. 


Huntington  County,  123  Ind.  132,  24  N.  E. 
80;  Sidway  v.  Lawson,  58  Ark.  117,  23  S. 
W.  648. 

Messrs.  Heller,  Povrers,  &  Ehrman 
and  Percy  E.  Towne,  for  respondents: 

The  proof  was  not  sufficient  to  bring  it 
within  the  terms  of  the  statute  that  the 
provisions  of  a  will  must  be  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly proved  by  at  least  two  credible  wit- 
nesses. 

Davis  V.  Sigourney,  8  Met.  487;  Newell 
v.  Homer,  120  Mass.  277;  Kitchens  v. 
Kitchens,  30  Ga.  108,  99  Am.  Dec.  453; 
Nunn  V.  Lynch,  73  Ark.  20,  83  S.  W.  316; 
Coddington  v.  Jenner,  57  N.  J.  Eq.  628,  41 
Atl.  874;  Morris  v.  Swaney,  7  Heisk.  691; 
Clark  V.  Turner,  50  Neb.  290,  38  L.R.A.  433, 
60  N.  W.  843;  Re  Camp,  134  Cal.  233,  66 
Pac.  227. 

Section  1330  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Proced- 
ure as  amended  cannot  be  given  a  retro- 
spective operation. 

Grimes  v.  Norris,  6  Cal.  623,  66  Am.  Dec. 
646;  Giddings  v.  Turgeon,  58  Vt.  106,  4 
Atl.  714;  Hoffman  v.  Hoffman,  26  Ala.  635; 
American  Baptist  Missionary  Union  v.  Peck, 
10  Mich.  341 ;  McCarty  v.  Hoffman,  23  Pa. 
507;  Alter's  Appeal,  67  Pa.  341,  6  Am. 
Rep.  433;  6  Am.  &.  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  603; 
Higgins  V.  Bear  River  &  A.  Water  4  Min. 
Co.  27  Cal.  159;  Bensley  v.  Ellis,  39  Cal. 
309;  Central  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Shackelford,  63 
Cal.  268;  Huffman  v.  Hajl,  102  Cal.  26,  36 
Pac.  417. 

Mr.  R.  H.  liloyd  also  for  respondents. 


will,  BO  that  the  failure  of  the  witnesses  to 
agree  as  to  whether  a  certain  person  or  any 
person  was  named  in  the  will  as  executor 
was  not  such  a  failure  of  proof  of  a  part  as 
affected  the  disposition  of  the  property,  and 
proof  of  the  other  provisions,  by  two  wit- 
nesses, were  sufficient  to  admit  those  parts 
to  probate. 

But  other  courts  have  taken  the  position 
that  the  entire  contents  of  the  will  must  be 
proved  before  it  can  be  admitted  to  probate. 
Davis  V.  Sigourney,  8  Met.  487;  Durfee  v. 
Durfec,  8  Rlet.  490,  note;  Newell  v.  Homer. 
120  Mass.  277;  McNally  v.  Brown,  5  Redf. 
372;  Rhodes  v.  Vinson,  9  Gill,  169,  52  Am. 
Dec.  685;  Todd  v.  Rennick,  13  Colo.  546. 
22  Pac.  898;  Re  Rueer,  6  Dem.  31;  Sheri- 
dan V.  Houghton,  6  Abb.  N.  C.  234.  And  see 
Vining  v.  Hall,  40  Miss.  83. 

In  Butler  v.  Butler,  5  Harr.  (Del.)  178, 
it  was  said  that  proving  part  only  of  the 
contents  of  the  will  which  had  been  lost 
or  destroyed  would  be  insufficient  to  es- 
tablish it,  even  as  to  the  part  so  prov- 
en, unless  it  satisfactorily  appeared  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  preceding  or 
subsequent  parts  of  the  will  which  would 
qualify,  change,  or  in  any  ■  way  alter 
the  particular  devise  proved;  for,  without 
knowing  the  certainty  of  the  will  and  the 
language  used  by  the -testator,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  determine  what  estate  would 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


pass  under  it;  that  the  words  of  the  partic- 
ular devise  which  may  be  attempted  to  be 
established  might  convey  a,  fee  simple,  and 
yet  something  might  precede  or  follow, 
which  would  reduce  it  to  a  life  estate,  or 
subject  it  to  some  other  restriction  or  limi- 
tation; or  that  the  preceding  and  a  sub- 
sequent part  of  the  will  might  enlarge  and 
extend  a  lesser  estate,  and  either  might  de- 
pend entirely  upon  some  contingencies,  con- 
ditions, limitations,  or  restrictions  imposed 
by  some  subsequent  part  of  the  will. 

Numerous  expressions  may  be  found  in 
the  books,  where  the  courts  have  said  that 
proof  only  of  a  part  of  a  will  is  sufficient 
or  vice  versa  to  establish  such  part,  where 
the  other  portions  are  unknown. 

Such  as  in  Tucker  v.  Phipps,  3  Atk.  359, 
which  was  a  proceeding  in  chancery  to  recov- 
er a  legacy,  it  was  said  that  the  plaintiff 
must  prove  the  contents  of  the  will  in  the 
very  words,  and  must  also  prove  the  whole 
will,  though  the  remainder  of  it  does  not  at 
all  belong  to  or  regard  the  legacy. 

As  pointed  out  in  the  principal  case,  ef- 
fect has  been  given  in  numerous  cases  to 
lost  or  destroyed  wills,  where  the  only  part 
that  could  be  proved  was  a  clause  revok- 
ing a  former  will,  allowing  such  part  to  be 
set  up  in  opposition  to  the  probate  of  the 
earlier  will.  In  addition  to  the  cases  cited, 
see  also  Vining  v.  Hall,  supra. 
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Shaw,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  refusing 
to  admit  a  will  to  probate  as  a  destroyed 
will.  Catherine  Patterson  executed  a  will 
in  December,  1904.  It  was  prepared  for 
her  by  her  attorney,  George  A.  Connolly, 
and  was  duly  attested  by  him  and  by  one 
Mary  McFaul.  It  was  then  given  by  the 
testatrix  into  the  custody  of  Connolly  for 
eafe-keeping,  and  was  by  him  kept  in  his 
office  in  the  Parrott  Building,  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, until  April  18,  1906,  when  it  was 
destroyed  by  flre  in  the  great  conflagration 
in  that  city  following  the  earthquake  of 
that  date.  The  testatrix  died  on  December 
27,  1906.  She  had  not  been  informed  that 
the  will  was  destroyed,  and,  so  far  as  ap- 
pears, she  died  in  ignorance  of  that  fact. 
Letters  of  administration  upon  her  estate 
were  issued  to  Ella  Quigley,  a  respondent 
herein,  on  January  24,  1907.  On  February 
6,  1907,  Fannie  Smith,  the  appellant,  filed 
a  petition  for  the  probate  of  the  alleged 
will.  Opposition  was  made  thereto  by  said 
administratrix  and  also  by  J.  C.  O'Hare,  a 
brother  of  the  deceased.  Upon  the  trial  the 
court  denied  probate  upon  the  ground  that 
its  provisions  were  not  proven  by  two  cred- 
ible witnesses,  and  that  it  was  not  in  exist- 
ence at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  testa- 
trix, and  had  not  been  fraudulently  de- 
stroyed in  her  lifetime.  The  questions  pre- 
sented are  whether  or  not  these  two  grounds 
are  sustained  by  the  evidence  and  by  the 
law  applicable  to  the  case. 

The  estate  of  the  testatrix  consisted  of 
three  parcels  of  real  estate,  some  $1,500  in 
money,  deposited  in  bank,  and  some  wearing 
apparel  and  household  goods  of  the  probable 
value  of  $300.  The  evidence  shows  that  the 
entire  estate  was  worth  only  $G,000.  The 
deceased  was  the  widow  of  James  Patter- 
son, and  the  property  wag  derived  from  him 
as  the  widow's  share  of  his  community  prop- 
erty. The  testatrix  had  no  children  and 
left  no  family.  Patterson,  her  deceased  hus- 
band, had  three  children,  who  had  been 
brought  up  by  the  testatrix,  and  whom  she 
usually  spoke  of  as  her  children;  namely, 
Frank  Patterson,  George  Patterson,  and  the 
appellant,  Catherine  Frances  Smith,  former- 
ly Patterson,  usually  known  as  Fannie 
Smith. 

1.  The  attorney  who  drew  and  attested 
the  will  testified  that  it  devised  the  real 
estate  in  equal  parts,  one  third  to  Fanny 
Smith,  one  third  to  Frank  Patterson,  and 
one  third  to  the  children  of  George  Patter- 
son; that  it  gave  a  legacy  of  $260  to  Joseph 
P.  McQuaid;  that  it  gave  all  the  residue, 
without  describing  it,  to  Bridget  Quigley, 
sister  of  the  testatrix;  and  that  it  con- 
tained a  general  provision  that  all  her  debts 
U6  L.RA.(N.S.) 


should  be  paid.  Mary  McFaul,  the  other 
attesting  witness,  testified  that  she  was 
present  while  the  will  was  being  written  in 
the  presence  of  the  testatrix,  and  that  she 
heard  it  read  by  the  attorney  to  the  testa- 
trix before  its  execution.  Her  account  of 
the  disposition  of  the  real  property  is  the 
same  as  that  of  Connolly.  As  to  the  per- 
sonal property,  she  testified  that  the  will 
declared  that  the  testatrix  possessed  $1,500 
on  deposit  in  bank;  that  it  gave  a  legacy  of 
$250  to  McQuaid,  and  provided  that  after 
the  payment  of  debts  and  expenses  the  resi- 
due of  the  $1,500  should  go  to  Bridget 
Quigley,  and  that  nothing  was  said  in  the 
will  about  any  other  personal  property.  The 
respondents  contend  that  Mary  McFaul  tes- 
tified, in  effect,  that  the  entire  $1,500  con- 
stituted a  specific  bequest  to  Bridget  Quig- 
ley, subject  to  reduction  only  for  its  pro- 
portion of  the  debts  and  expenses  of  ad- 
ministration. We  do  not  think  it  can  be 
fairly  construed  as  having  that  effect.  Mak- 
ing due  allowance  for  her  ignorance  of  tech- 
nical terms  and  forms,  her  testimony  on 
this  point,  in  effect,  was  that  the  McQuaid 
legacy  and  also  the  debts  and  expenses  were 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  in  bank,  the 
legacy  to'  have  preference  therein. 

When  the  provisions  of  law  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  estate  are  considered,  the  dif- 
ferences in  the  two  accounts  are  substan- 
tial and  important  only  with  regard  to  the 
respective  rights  and  interests  of  Bridget 
Quigley  as  legatee  or  heir,  and  her  brother, 
J.  C.  O'Hare,  as  an  heir.  For  the  payment 
of  debts  and  general  money  legacies  resort 
must  be  had,  first,  to  property  expressly 
appropriated  by  the  will  for  that  purpose; 
second,  to  property  not  disposed  of  by  the 
will;  and,  third,  to  property  devised  or  be- 
queathed as  a  residue.  Civil  Code,  S§  1359, 
1360.  Substantially  the  same  rule  applies 
to  expenses  of  administration.  If  not  other- 
wise provided  for,  specific  devises  and  leg- 
acies are  ordinarily  exempt  therefrom,  if 
there  is  a  suflicient  residue,  or  sufficient 
property  undisposed  of.  Code  Civ.  Proc 
§  1563.  According  to  Connolly's  account 
the  burden  of  paying  the  legacy  to  Mc- 
Quaid, together  with  the  debts  and  expenses 
of  administration,  would,  by  the  provisions 
of  the  law,  fall  upon  the  property  given  to 
Bridget  Quigley,  being  the  entire  residue, 
including  the  clothing  and  household  goods. 
According  to  McFaul,  the  specific  legacy  of 
the  $1,600  to  Bridget  Quigley  was  charged 
with  the  payment  of  the  debts,  the  expenses, 
and  the  McQuaid  legacy  and  the  clothing 
and  household  goods  were  not  disposed  of  by 
the  will.  If  her  statement  was  correct,  the 
legacy  to  Bridget  Quigley  would  have  to 
bear  all  these  charges,  and  she,  ns  an  heir, 
would  divide  the  household  goods  and  cloth- 
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ing  equally  with  O'Hare.  If  Connolly  was 
right,  her  residuary  bequest  would  have  to 
bear  the  charges  as  in  the  other  alternative, 
but  she  would  get  all  the  household  goods 
and  clothing.  The  only  difference  the  re- 
spective  alternatives  would  make  to  her  and 
O'Hare  would  be  that  in  the  former  case 
O'Hare  would  get  nothing,  while  in  the  lat- 
ter he  would  get  one  half  of  the  property 
not  disposed  of.  The  devis^  of  the  land 
to  the  descendants  of  James  Patterson  would 
remain  unaffected  in  either  case.  If  Mary 
McFaul  was  right,  and  the  $1,600  proved 
insufficient  to  pay  the  charges  upon  it,  the 
property  undisposed  of  would  be  next  re- 
sorted to,  and  the  land  devised  to  the  Pat- 
tersons would  be  taken  only  as  a  last  re- 
sort. If  Connolly  gave  the  true  version, 
the  entire  residue  would  be  first  taken  for 
the  debts,  expenses,  and  specific  legacies, 
leaving  the  land  to  the  devisees. 

The  contention  of  the  respondent  is  that 
the  lost  or  destroyed  will  cannot  be  admit- 
ted to  probate  at  all,  unless  the  whole  of 
its  provisions  are  clearly  and  distinctly 
proven  by  two  credible  witnesses;  that  if 
the  two  witnesses  differ  as  to  any  provision 
of  the  will,  the  probate  thereof  must  be  re- 
fused, although  the  other  dispositions  would 
be  entirely  unaffected  by  the  portion  of  the 
will  concerning  which  the  witnesses  do  not 
agree.  The  great  weight  of  authority  is 
aontrary  to  this  proposition.  The  prevail- 
ing rule,  and  clearly  the  most  reasonable 
one,  is  that  stated  by  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Cockburn  in  Sugden  v.  St.  Leonards,  L.  R. 
1  Prob.  Div.  154,  230.  In  that  case  the 
estate  was  very  large.  There  were  some 
small  legacies,  the  particulars  of  which 
could  not  be  ascertained,  and  some  limita- 
tions, "remote,  indeed,  and  unlikely  to  come 
into  effect,  but  which  still  are  undoubtedly 
omitted  from  the  document  for  which  pro- 
bate" was  granted.  Justice  Cockburn  says: 
"We  have  the  substantial  testamentary  dis- 
positions brought  to  our  minds,  and  it 
would  not  be  right  to  enable  any  wrongdoer, 
or  any  accident  .  .  .  which  might  hap- 
pen to  a  will,  and  which  would  prevent  the 
court  which  had  to  deal  with  it  from  being 
perfect  master  of  its  contents,  to  prevent 
the  will  from  being  carried  into  effect  so 
far  as  the  dispositions  of  the  testator  had 
become  known.  I  think  there  could  not  be 
a  more  mischievous  consequence;  and,  al- 
though it  may  be  unfortunate  that  the  will 
cannot  be  carried  into  execution  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  testamentary  dispositions  of 
the  testator,  I  think  that  of  two  evils  or 
two  inconveniences  it  is  far  better,  where 
the  court  can  see  its  way  to  the  essentially 
substantial  dispositions  made  in  a  will,  that 
it  should  give  effect  to  them,  although  pos' 
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sibly  some  of  the  intentions  of  the  testator 
may  not  be  carried  into  effect." 

In  Dickinson  v.  Stidolph,  11  C.  B.  N.  S. 
357,  the  court  says:  "The  apparent  testa- 
mentary intentions  of  a  testator  are  not 
to  be  disappointed  merely  because  she  made 
other  dispositions  of  her  property  which  are 
unknown  by  reason  of  the  testamentary  pa- 
per which  contained  them  not  being  forth, 
coming."  The  will  referred  to  two  prior 
testamentary  memoranda,  declaring  that 
both  should  remain  in  force,  and  one  of 
them  could  not  be  found.  In  Steele  v.  Price, 
5  B.  Mon.  72,  several  money  legacies  were 
not  proven,  and  as  to  that  money  there  was 
intestacy.  The  court  said:  "As  the  prin- 
cipal devises,  those  in  which  the  testator 
took  deepest  interest,  and  about  which  he 
showed  most  solicitude,  are  sufficiently 
proved,  the  failure  of  proof  as  to  the  minor 
provisions  of  the  will  should  not  defeat  the 
whole  by  preventing  the  admission  to  rec- 
ord of  that  which  is  proved,  and  especially 
as  it  does  not  appear  that  the  establishment 
of  the  devises  as  proved,  though  it  would 
greatly  reduce  the  fund  to  be  distributed, 
will  affect  the  relative  proportions  which  the 
heirs  will  receive."  To  the  same  effect  see 
Offutt  V.  Offutt,  3  B.  Mon.  163,  38  Am.  Dec. 
183;  Skeggs  V.  Horton,  82  Ala.  355,  2  So. 
110;  Woodward  v.  Goulstone,  L.  R.  11 
App.  Cas.  476;  Jackson  v.  Jackson,  4  Mo. 
211;  Dickey  v.  Malechi,  6  Mo.  184,  34  Am. 
Dec.  130;  Surge  v.  Hamilton,  72  Ga.  568. 
It  is  also  held  that  wher^  the  only  part  of 
a  lost  will  that  can  be  proven  is  a  clause 
revoking  a  former  will,  such  clause  may  be 
given  effect  for  the  purpose  of  showing  a> 
revocation.  Wallis  v.  Wallis,  114  Mass. 
510;  Nelson  v.  McGiffert,  3  Barb.  Ch.  164, 
49  Am.  Dec.  170;  Stevens  v.  Hope,  52  Mich. 
65,  17  N.  W.  698;  Re  Cunningham,  38  Minn. 
171,  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  650,  36  N.  W.  269; 
Barksdale  v.  Hopkins,  23  Ga.  332;  Laugh- 
ton  V.  Atkins,  1  Pick.  548.  Underbill  sums 
up  the  authorities  thus:  "Any  substantial 
provision  of  a  lost  will,  which  is  complete 
in  itself  and  independent  of  the  others, 
may,  when  proved,  be  admitted  to  probate, 
though  other  provisions  cannot  be  proved,  if 
the  validity  and  operation  of  the  part  which 
is  proved  are  not  affected  by  those  parts 
which  cannot  be  proved.  This  view  seems  to 
be  consistent  with  reason  and  common 
sense."  1  Underbill,  Wills,  §  278.  See  also 
Thornton,  Lost  Wills,  §  111. 

This  rule  is,  of  course,  subject  to  the  stat- 
utory provisions  of  the  several  states.  Our 
statute  on  the  subject  declares  that  no  will 
shall  be  proven  as  a  lost  or  destroyed  will 
unless  "its  provisions  are  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly proved  by  at  least  two  credible  wit- 
nesses."   Codes  Civ.  Proc.  §  1339.    This  doea 


42 


Digitized  by 


Google 


658 


CALIFORNIA  SUPREME  COURT. 


3m, 


not  say  that  a  part  which  is  distinctly  prov- 
en cannot  be  given  effect  if  some  other  part 
not  affecting  it  in  any  particular  cannot 
be  satisfactorily  established.  It  would  be 
a  rare  case  in  which  two  witnesses,  testi- 
fying from  memory  to  the  contents  of  a  will, 
would  agree  about  every  detail  as  to  the 
testamentary  dispositions.  If  it  were  re- 
quired that  their  testimony  should  coincide 
in  every  particular,  however  minute  and 
unimportant,  in  order  to  establish  a  lost 
will,  the  possibility  of  proving  such  will 
would  be  extremely  remote,  except  where  a 
copy  in  writing  had  been  preserved  and 
could  be  produced.  If  that  were  the  case, 
the  practical  effect  of  our  statute  would  be 
the  same  as  in  those  states  where  the  pro- 
duction of  a  written  copy  or  draft  of  the 
lost  will  is  required.  We  cannot  agree  to 
the  proposition  that  the  legislature  could 
have  intended  such  inconsequential  results 
from  this  statute  as  would  ensue  if  it  were 
given  the  construction  contended  for.  We 
think  it  was  not  intended  to  change  the 
rule  above  stated. 

In  the  present  case,  upon  the  proof  made, 
the  bulk  of  the  estate  is  composed  of  the 
land  given  to  the  Patterson  children  as  dev- 
isees. As  to  this  disposition  of  the  real 
property  there  is  no  discrepancy,  and  the 
provisions  of  the  will  are  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly proven.  With  regard  to  the  personal 
property,  the  question  whether  the  money 
was  given  as  part  of  the  residue,  and  as 
such  charged  by  statute  with  the  debts  and 
specific  legacies,  or  whether  it  was  given  as 
a  specific  legacy,  charged  by  the  will  with 
those  burdens,  while  more  a  matter  of  form 
than  substance,  is  nevertheless  a  question 
which  materially  affects  the  disposition  of 
the  personal  estate.  It  is  obvious  that,  in 
view  of  the  decision  of  the  court  below,  we 
must  hold  that  the  part  of  the  will  disposing 
of  the  personal  estate  was  not  clearly  or 
distinctly  proven  by  two  witnesses,  and  it 
must  be  declared  ineffective  as  to  that  prop- 
erty, except  with  respect  to  the  legacy  to 
Joseph  P.  McQuaid.  Proof  of  that  legacy 
was  clear  and  distinct,  and  the  testimony  of 
the  two  witnesses  regarding  it  was  the  same. 
Under  the  rule  we  have  stated,  the  proof  was 
sufficient  to  authorize  the  admission  to  pro- 
bate of  that  part  of  the  will  devising  the 
real  estate  and  bequeathing  the  $250  to 
McQuaid.  The  consequence  is  that  as  to 
the  other  personal  property  Catherine  Pat- 
terson would  be  declared  to  have  died  in- 
testate. The  property  undisposed  of  would 
be  first  liable  for  the  debts,  expenses  of  ad- 
ministration, and  the  McQuaid  Icgncy,  the 
residue,  if  any,  going  to  the  brother  and 
sister  as  the  heirs  at  law,  while  the  real 
estate  will  go  intact  to  the  devisees,  except 
in  the  event  that  some  part  of  it  is  required 
26  L.R-A.(N.S.) 


for  the  payment  of  debts  and  expenses  of 
administration. 

2.  The  second  question  arising  and  pn- 
sented  is  whether  or  not  the  amended  §  1339 
of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  applies  to 
this  will.    At  the  time  of  the  death  of  the 
testatrix  that  section  read  as  follows:    "Xo 
will  shall  be  proved  as  a  lost  or  destroyed 
will,  unless  the  same  is  proved  to  have  been 
in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  tlie 
testator,  or  is  shown  to  have  been  fraudu- 
lently destroyed  in  the  lifetime  of  the  tea- 
tator,  nor  unless  its  provisions  are  clearljr 
and  distinctly  proved  by  at  least  two  cred- 
ible witnesses."     On  March  6,   1907,  after 
the  filing  of  the  written  grounds  of  opposi- 
tion to  the  probate  of  the  will,  and  more 
than  a  year  prior  to  the  conclusion  of  tlie 
trial  of  the  matter,  the  section  was  amend- 
ed so  as  to  read  as  follows:     "No  will  sball 
be  proved  as  a  lost  or  destroyed  will,  un- 
less the  same  is  proved  to  have  been  in  ex- 
istence at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  tes- 
tator, or  is  shown  to  have  been  fraudulently 
or  by  public  calamity  destroyed  in  the  life- 
time of  the  testator,  without  his  knowledge, 
nor  unless, its  provisions  are  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly proved  by  at  least  two  credible  wit- 
nesses."   Stat.  1907,  chap.  100,  p.  122.    The 
will  was  not  in  existence  when  the  testa- 
trix died,  and  it  was  not  fraudulently  de- 
stroyed  in   her   lifetime.     Consequently  it 
could  not  be   proven   as  a  destroyed  will, 
except  by  virtue  of  the  amendment  of  J907, 
aforesaid.      If   that   amendment  applies  to 
wills  of  persons  who  died  before  it  was  en- 
acted, it  would  permit  the  pr<Aate  of  the 
will  in  question.     The  evidence  shows  that 
the  will  was  destroyed  by  public  calamity  in 
her    lifetime,   without   her   knowledge,  but 
the  court  below  deemed  the  fact  immaterial, 
and  made  no  finding  to  that  effect;  it  being 
of  the  opinion  that  the  amendment  of  1907 
did  not  apply. 

The  contention  of  the  contestants  is  that, 
under  the  law  as  it  existed  at  her  death, 
the  will  was  not  merely  incapable  of  proof 
because  of  lack  of  evidence,  but  that  it  was 
absolutely  void  and  constructively  nonex- 
istent; that  consequently  the  deceased  died 
intestate;  that  the  estate  immediately  there- 
upon vested  in  the  h^irs;  and  that  the  l^s- 
lature  could  not,  by  a  subsequent  law  en- 
larging the  classes  of  destroyed  wills  admis- 
sible to  probate,  take  that  estate  from 
them.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  ml» 
that,  if  the  estate  once  vested  in  the  heirs, 
the  l^islature  had  no  power  thereafter,  by 
a  subsequent  law,  to  devest  it.  And  it  is  a 
well-settled  proposition  that,  where  some  es- 
sential ceremony  in  the  manner  of  execut- 
ing a  will  has  been  neglected,  so  that  the 
will  is  not  lawfully  executed,  and  such  es- 
sential requisite  has  been  dispensed  with  by 
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a  law  enacted  after  the  death  of  the  per- 
■on  attempting  to  make  such  will,  the  law 
cannot  be  applied  thereto,  and  the  person 
must  be  held  to  have  died  intestate.  He- 
Carty  T.  Hoffman,  23  Pa.  507;  Alter's  Ap- 
peal, 67  Pa.  344,  5  Am.  Rep.  433;  Qiddinga 
T.  Turgeon,  58  Vt.  106,  4  Atl.  711.  These 
cases  test  upon  the  general  rule  that  *  will 
not  executed  in  the  prescribed  manner  is  no 
will,  and  has  no  potential  existence.  One 
who  dies  leaving  such  a  testamentary  pa- 
per only  dies  intestate,  and  his  property 
at  once  vests  in  his  heirs.  Re  McCabe,  68 
Cal.  619,  9  Fac.  654;  Civil  Code,  §  1384. 
The  opinions  in  the  cases  above  cited  do  not 
especially  emphasize  this  proposition,  but 
they  are  all  manifestly  based  lupon  it  as  a 
postulate. 

This  rule  does  not  apply  to  the  present 
ease.  The  will  of  Catherine  Patterson  was 
executed  with  all  the  formalities  which  the 
Code  requires.  From  the  time  of  its  execu- 
tion in  December,  1904,  until  its  destruc- 
tion in  April,  1006,  it  was  in  all  respects  a 
valid  will,  having  a  potential  existence  as 
sncb,  and  subject  to  be  defeated  only  by  the 
act  of  the  testatrix  wholly  or  partially 
revoking  or  altering  it.  After  its  destruc- 
tion without  her  knowledge,  and  until  she 
became  aware  thereof,  we  must  assume  that 
she  still  believed  it  had  such  existence,  and 
that  it  would  become  effectual  upon  her 
death.  She  died  in  that  belief.  The  essen- 
tial question  involved  is:  Had  this  will, 
sfter  its  destruction,  a  potential  existence, 
subject  to  defeat  only  by  reason  of  the  im- 
possibility of  proof  under  the  law  then  ex- 
isting, or  did  such  destruction  make  it  ab- 
wlotely  void  in  the  sense  that  it  was  there- 
after no  will  at  all  J  Our  statute  nowhere 
declares  that  such  destruction  during  the 
hfetime  of  the  testator  destroys  the  status 
of  a  will  as  an  executed  instrument.  The 
Civil  Code  provides  that  any  person  over 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  of  sound  mind 
may  dispose  of  all  his  estate  by  will,  and 
directs  the  manner  in  which  wills  may  be 
executed  and  revoked.  Civil  Codej  §§  1270, 
1276,  1277,  1289,  1292,  1304.  The  sections 
eonceming  the  revocation  of  wills  are  elab- 
orate and  specific.  It  is  expressly  declared 
that  a  revocation  can  be  made  only  in  the 
manner  and  by  the  means  prescribed  in 
that  chapter.  Civil  Code,  $  1292.  Destruc- 
tion, without  intention  to  revoke  or  by  acci- 
dent, is  not  a  prescribed  method  of  revoca- 
tion. Under  the  Code,  therefore,  such  de- 
struction does  not  operate  to  revoke  a  will. 
These  provisions  plainly  imply  that  a  will, 
once  duly  executed,  has  a  recognized  legal 
existence  during  the  lifetime  of  the  testa- 
tor, if  not  revoked;  that  it  merely  remains 
in  abeyance  until  his  death,  and  then  be- 
*<'nie8  an  effective  instrument. 
2«LJl-A.(N.S.) 


Thig  is  in  accordance  with  the  rule  at 
common  law.  "A  will  is  regarded  by  the 
courts  of  England  and  the  United  States  as 
a  conveyance,  and  takes  effect  as  a  deed,  on 
proof  of  its  execution,  unless  there  be  some 
express  statute  requiring  it  to  be  probated." 
Castro  V.  Castro,  6  Cal.  161;  Grimes  v. 
Norris,  6  Cal.  625,  65  Am.  Dec.  545;  Tevis 
V.  Pitcher,  10  Cal.  477 ;  Emeric  v.  Alvarado, 
64  Cal.  565,  2  Pac.  418;  Adams  v.  Norris, 
23  How.  363,  16  L.  ed.  543.  In  the  cases 
above  cited  it  was  held  that  wills  made  by 
persons  who  died  prior  to  the  passage  of  the 
first  probate  act  of  this  state  were  not  re- 
quired to  be  probated,  and  that  they  could 
be  proven  in  the  same  manner  as  a  deed  or 
other  instrument  in  writing,  either  by  the 
production  of  the  original,  or,  after  proof  of 
loss,  by  secondary  evidence  of  its  contents. 

It  has  been  held  by  this  court  that  a  will 
cannot  be  given  in  evidence  as  the  founda- 
tion of  a  right  or  title,  unless  it  has  been 
duly  probated.  McDaniel  v.  Pattison,  98 
Cal.  86,  32  Pac.  805;  Castro  v.  Richardson, 
18  Cal.  480.  The  amendment  of  1895  (Stat. 
1895,  chap.  77,  p.  72)  to  §  738,  Code  Civ. 
Proc,  makes  an  exception  to  this  rule  in 
suits  brought  under  that  section.  Under 
our  system  the  probate  of  the  will  is  made 
a  condition  precedent  to  the  introduction  of 
evidence  of  its  contents,  in  the  subsequent 
settlement  and  distribution  of  the  estate, 
and  in  any  collateral  matter,  except  in  the 
cases  provided  in  the  amendment  aforesaid 
to  §  738.  But  although  the  probate  of  a 
will  is  generally  necessary  to  its  introduc- 
tion in  evidence,  such  will  is  not  brought 
into  legal  existence  by  the  judgment  admit- 
ting it  to  probate.  Such  probate  merely  de- 
clares in  a  formal  way  the  existence  of  facts 
which  have  previously  occurred,  and  fur- 
nishes oflScial  evidence  of  those  facts.  In 
speaking  of  the  title  of  the  executor,  under 
the  common  law,  to  the  personal  estate  of 
the  testator  Mr.  Williams  says:  "The  pro- 
bate is,  however,  merely  operative  as  the 
authenticated  evidence,  and  not  at  all  as 
the  foundation,  of  the  executor's  title;  for 
he  derives  all  his  interest  from  the  will  it- 
self, and  the  property  of  the  deceased  vests 
in  him  from  the  moment  of  the  testator's 
death."  1  Williams,  Exrs.  7th  Am.  ed.  354, 
*243.  A  devise  of  lands  at  common  law 
was  considered,  "not  so  much  in  the  nature 
of  a  testament,  as  a  conveyance  by  way  of 
appointment  of  particular  lands  to  a  par- 
ticular devisee."  1  Williams  Exrs.  7th  Am. 
ed.  4.  Under  our  Code  the  devisees  and 
legatees  take  at  the  moment  of  the  testa- 
tor's death,  and  their  title  comes  from  the 
will  itself,  and  not  from  the  probate  there- 
of. The  probate  procedure  was  established 
to  furnish  an  exclusive  mode  for  the  set- 
tlement of  all  disputes  concerning  the  ex- 
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ecutions  of  wills,  and  to  provide  conclusive 
evidence  of  their  contents.  It  is  remedial 
in  its  nature.  It  relates  to  the  remedy,  and 
is  not  the  foundation  of  the  rights  of  those 
.  claiming  under  the  will.  "Whatever  belongs 
to  the  remedy  may  be  altered  according  to 
the  will  of  the  state."  Cooley,  Const.  Lim. 
pp.  406,  400,  515. 

The  testatrix,  Mrs.  Patterson,  had  exer- 
cised her  testamentary  power  by  a  duly  exe- 
cuted will,  which  would  take  effect  upon  her 
death,  but  which  could  not  be  admitted  in 
evidence  against  the  heirs  until  after  it  was 
probated.    In  her  lifetime,  but  without  her 
knowledge,  it  was  destroyed  in  a  public  ca- 
lamity.    Because  of  its  destruction  in  her 
lifetime  the  probate  court,  under  the  law  as 
it  existed  at  her  death,  could  not  allow  it 
to  be  probated,  because  there  could  be  no 
legal  proof  of  it.    After  her  death  the  leg- 
islature removed  this  impediment  by  mak- 
ing wills .  destroyed   in   a   public   calamity 
provable.    The  heirs  had  no  vested  right  to 
have  this  law  forbidding  the  probate  of  sucli 
wills  continued  in  force.    Their  right  to  the 
«state  of  the  ancestor  was  given  by  statute, 
And  it  was  contingent  upon  the  fact  of  there 
ijeing  no  will  in  existence  which  could  be 
proved.     If  a  will  had  been  duly  executed, 
.and  had  not  been  destroyed,  but  was  filed 
for  probate,  and  could  not  be  probated  be- 
•cause  of  lack  of  proof  of  its  execution,  the 
lieirs  would  take  the  estate,  and  it  would  be 
deemed  to  vest  in  them  at  the  death  of  the 
testatrix,  although  the  right  thereto  could 
not  be  positively  known  until  it  was  demon- 
strated by  the  failure  of  proof  upon  the  trial 
of  the  petition  for  probate.    The  statute  pro- 
vides what  evidence  may  be  taken  in  proof 
of  a  will  upon  such  a  proceeding.    Can  there 
be  a  doubt  that  if  a  law  were  passed  after 
the  death  of  a  testator,  allowing  evidence  of 
execution  previously  forbidden  as  hearsay, 
sucji  proof  could  not  be  accepted,  and  the 
will  established,  although  but  for  that  evi- 
dence the  will  would  be  defeated  and  the  es- 
tate would  go  to  the  heirs?    Or,  in  the  case 
of  a  lost  will,  would  it  be  questioned  that  a 
law  making  one  witness  sufficient  would  not 
^pply  to  wills  of  persons  who  had  died  prior 
to  the  passage  of  such  lawT    The  legislature 
has  full  power  to  alter  the  rules  of  evidence 
and  the  degree  of  proof,  and  make  such  rules 
applicable  to  pending  cases.    Cooley,  Const. 
Lim.  p.  409.     It  was  competent,  therefore, 
for  the  legislature  to  dispense  with  the  re- 
quirement that  proof  should  be  made  that 
the  will  was  in  existence  at  the  death  of  the 
testatrix. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  characterize  the  amend- 
ment of  §  1339  as  a  retrospective  law.  It 
relates  wholly  to  what  shall  be  done  upon 
the  trial  of  the  application  for  probate,  the  | 
proof  that  must  be  furnished,  and  the  facts 
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which  must  be  established.  It  applies  only 
to  trials  which  take  place  after  its  enact- 
ment. It  can  have  no  effect  whatever  upon 
previous  trials  or  judgments.  It  is  prospec- 
tive only  in  its  nature.  It  is  remedial  in  its 
nature,  and  is  designed  to  preserve  the  tes- 
tamentary right.  The  public  calamity  re- 
ferred to  in  the  amendment  is  doubtless  the 
great  fire  of  San  Francisco,  in  which  this 
will  was  burned,  a  calamity  which  has 
caused  much  legislation  intended  to  alleviate 
its  effect  and  preserve  rights  that  would 
otherwise  be  lost  for  want  of  evidence. 
Such  laws  should  be  given  a  liberal  con- 
struction to  promote  the  purposes  for  which 
they  are  designed.  We  are  of  the  opinion 
that  §  1339  should  apply  to  all  cases  subse- 
quently trieH,  regardless  of  the  time  of  the 
testator's  death. 

The  order  denying  probate  of  the  will  is 
reversed. 

We  concur:    Angellottl,  J.;   SIoss,  J. 

Petition   for   rehearing   denied    July    14, 
1909. 


CONNECTICUT  SUPREME  COURT  OP 
ERRORS. 

STATE  OP  CONNECTICUT  EX  REL.  OTTO. 
G.   STAGE 

V. 

ROBERT  MACKIE,   Appt. 
((82  Conn.  398,  74  Atl.  759.) 

Qno  warranto  ^  invalid  office. 

1.  Quo  warranto  will  not  lie  to  test  the 
right  of  a  claimant  to  an  office  which  has  no 
legal  existence. 

Municipal  corporation  ^  power  ^  build- 
ing inspector  —  deputy. 

2.  Charter  authority  to  a  municipality  to 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  building  in- 


Note.  —  Implied  potoer  of  municipal 
corporation  to  create  the  office  of  dep- 
uty or  assistant  to  an  incumbent  of  an 
office  which  is  expressly  authorized. 

The  general  rule  derived  from  the  cases 
is  that  a  municipality  cannot,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  legislative  authority,  create  a  new 
office  as  distinguished  from  a  mere  employ- 
ment. This  distinction  is  well  brought  out 
in  the  case  of  Lowry  v,  Lexington,  113  Kv. 
763,  88  S.  W.  1109,  where  part  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  city  abolished  all  city  offices 
theretofore  created  not  expressly  provided 
for  in  the  charter,  but  provided  that  "the 
general  council  shall  have  power  by  ordi- 
nance to  recreate  such  of  said  offices,  and 
prescribe  the  terms  and  duties  thereof,  as 
may  be  needed  to  effect  the  corporate  pur- 
poses," it  was  held  that  the  city  was  limit- 
ed in  the  creation  of  offices  to  such  as  had 
theretofore  been  in  existence,  but  that  it 
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Bpector  does  not  empower  it  to  provide  for  a 

deputy  inspector. 

Same  — Implied  authority. 

3.  The  office  of  deputy  building  inspector 
to  which  is  attached  important  powers  and 
functions  of  goyemment  belonging  to  the 
sovereignty  cannot  be  created  by  a  munici- 
pal corporation  without  special  legislative 
authority. 

Same  —  anthorlty  to  appoint  employees 
^  officers. 

4.  Charter  authority  to  a  municipality  to 
provide  for  the  appomtment  or  election  of 
employees  does  not  confer  authority  to  cre- 
ate public  officers  and  provide  for  the  choice 
of  incumbents. 

(December  17,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  respondent  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  New  Haven 
County  ousting  him  from  the  office  of  depu- 
ty building  inspector  for  the  city  of  Water- 
bury  and  affirming  the  right  of  relator 
thereto.    Reversed. 


Statement  by  Prentice,  J.: 

The  charter  of  the  city  of  Waterbury  pro- 
vided that  its  board  of  aldermen  might,  in  a 
manner  prescribed,  make  ordinances  "to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  a  building  in- 
spector and  to  prescribe  his  duties."  It  al- 
so conferred  upon  the  board  the  power  "to 
provide  for  the  appointment  or  election  of 
such  employees  as  are  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for,  and  as  may  be  required  for  the 
proper  transaction  of  the  business  of  the 
city,  and  to  prescribe  their  duties  and  com- 
pensation." Having  this  authority,  the 
board  adopted  an  ordinance  creating  the 
office  of  building  inspector,  and  defining  the 
powers  and  duties  of  its  incumbent.  It  was' 
also  provided  that  there  should  be  a  deputy 
building  inspector,  that  he  should  act  in 
place  of  the  building  inspector  and  exercise 
all  of  his  powers  during  the  latter's  absence 
or  disability,  and  in  the  event  of  the  latter's 
death  perform  all  of  his  duties  until  an 
appointment    should    be    made    to    fill    the 


was  not  thus,  limited  in  the  selection  of 
mere  clerks  and  employees  who  had  no  gov- 
ernmental or  official  functions  to  perform; 
and  under  this  rule  the  court  found  that 
the  assistant  treasurer,  assistant  jailer,  as- 
sistant engineer,  and  license  inspector  are 
municipal  officers,  while  the  ambulance  driv- 
er, patrol-wagon  driver,  assistant  clerk, 
mayor's  clerk,  and  stenographer  to  the 
clerk's  office,  are  not  such  officers.  It  was 
further  held,  however,  that  the  power  to 
create  the  office  of  deputy  clerk  was  con- 
ferred by  a  provision  in  the  charter  that 
it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  city  clerk, 
in  person  or  by  deputy,  to  attend  all  meet- 
ings of  the  general  council. 

In  O'Connor  v.  Walsh,  83  App.  Div.  179, 
82  X.  Y.  Supp.  490,  it  was  held  that  a 
common  council  had  no  power,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  charter  provision  permitting  them 
to  do  so,  to  authorize  the  mayor  to  employ 
and  discharge  at  his  pleasure  a  person  to 
act  as  page  of  the  common  council  and  as- 
sistant in  the  office  of  the  mayor  and  city 
clerk,  his  duties  being  to  attend  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Common  Council  and  of  various 
committees,  and  to  receive  and  deliver  the 
resolutions  of  the  members  of  the  council, 
write  up  the  minutes,  and  get  and  hajid 
papers  out,  and  get  papers  ready  to  be  act- 
ed upon,  and  arrange  them  as  general  or- 
ders. The  court  said  that^he  common  coun- 
cil of  the  municipality  is  without  power  to 
create  offices  and  pay  out  the  city's  money 
to  their  incumbents  without  express  char- 
ter authorization. 

In  Huron  v.  Campbell,  3  S.  D.  309,  53  N. 
W.  182,  where  the  city  charter  provided 
that  the  city  attorney  should  receive  such 
compensation  as  the  city  council  by  ordi- 
nance or  the  order  of  appointment  should 
allow,  it  was  held  not  to  be  a  valid  dis- 
charge of  its  duty  for  the  council  to  au- 
thorize the  citv  attorney  to  appoint  as  many 
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assistants  as  the  mayor  might  deem  nec- 
essary. 

In  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Tillinghast,  203  Mass. 
539,  89  N.  E.  1058,  the  court,  after  find- 
ing that  the  position  in  question  of  assist- 
ant auditor  is  an  office  as  distinguished 
from  a  mere  employment,  held  that  its  cre- 
ation was  authorized  by  a  charter  provi- 
sion that  the  council  should  appoint  or 
elect  all  subordinate  officers  not  herein 
otherwise  directed,  and  define  their  duties 
and  compensations,  where  these  are  not  de- 
fined and  fixed  by  law.  The  court  said: 
"No  doubt  every  office  must  be  created  by 
the  authority  of  the  commonwealth,  either 
directly  expressed  in  its  Constitution  or  leg- 
islation or  delegated  to  some  subordinate 
body  like  a  city  council ;  but  we  are  of  opin- 
ion that  here  there  has  been  such  a  dele- 
gation. Nor  can  we  infer  the  absence  of 
this  delegation  from  the  fact  that  the  leg- 
islature deemed  it  wise  to  give  express  au- 
thoritv  to  cities  to  appoint  assistant  city 
clerks." 

In  the  recent  case  of  State  ex  rel.  Skrain- 
ka  Constr.  Co.  v.  Reber  (Mo.)  126  S.  W. 
397,  it  was  held  that  an  ordinance  author- 
izing the  president  of  the  board  of  public 
improvements  to  designate  an  assistant, 
clerk,  or  other  subordinate  to  execute  vouch- 
ers, requisitions,  and  special  tax  bills  for 
such  president,  and  providing  for  the  deposit 
of  such  designation  and  a  copy  of  the  signa- 
ture of  such  assistant,  clerk,  or  subordinate 
with  the  register,  was  valid,  and  the  ap- 
pointee thereunder  was  not  a  city  officer, 
but  a  mere  clerk  or  assistant  to  the  officer 
appointing  him. 

In  Henniger  v.  Memphis,  120  Tenn.  555, 
111  S.  W.  1115,  where  the  office  of  register 
was  authorized  by  charter,  it  was  held  that 
the  creation  by  ordinance  of  the  office  of  pay- 
master was  valid  because  such  officer  was 
really  merely  an  assistant  register. 
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vacancy,  that  he  should  be  biennially  ap- 
pointed by  the  board  in  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary of  the  even-numbered  years,  and  that 
he  should  hold  office  for  two  years  from  the 
first  Monday  of  February  next  following  his 
appointment,  and  until  his  successor  was 
duly  appointed  and  qualified. 

Under  this  ordinance  one  Smith  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  term  of  two  years  from  the 
first  Monday  of  February,  1904.  In  April, 
1905,  the  general  assembly  passed  a  special 
act  (14  Sp.  Laws,  p.  619),  which  provided 
that  the  building  inspector  and  assistant 
building  inspector  of  the  city  of  Waterbury 
then  in  office  should  hold  their  respective 
offices  during  good  behavior  subject  to  a 
power  of  removal  in  a  manner  prescribed. 
Smith  died  March  6,  1906,  and  the  board  In 
June  elected  the  relator  deputy  building 
inspector  to  fill  Smith's  unexpired  term. 
The  relator  thereupon  qualified  and  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  the  position.  January 
20,  1908,  the  board  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  a  deputy  building  inspector  for  the  term 
of  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  Feb- 
ruary next  following.  The  votes  of  the 
entire  board  were  cast  for  the  respondent, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  board,  present, 
and  voting  for  himself,  and  he  was  declared 
appointed.  The  respondent  thereupon  quali- 
fied, and  entered  upon  the  duties  assigned 
to  said  position,  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued to  perform  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
relator.  The  board  of  aldermen  took  no 
action  declaring  said  position  vacant,  or 
creating  a  vacancy  therein,  except  said  ap- 
pointment of  the  respondent.  The  relator 
made  ineffectual  demand  of  the  respondent 
for  the  office,  which  is  one  of  profit.  The 
relator  claims  the  office,  contending  that  his 
appointment  thereto  was  one  at  the  will  of 
the  board  of  aldermen,  And  that  the  board 
has  taken  no  lawful  action  terminating  his 
term.  He  contends  that  the  attempted  ap- 
pointment of  the  respondent  as  his  successor 
cannot  have  the  effect  of  either  terminating 
his  term  or  of  entitling  the  respondent  to 
succeed  him,  since  the  respondeat  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  voted 
for  himself,  and  for  the  further  reason  that 
his  duties  as  inspector  of  buildings  would 
be  incompatible  with  his  duties  as  an  alder- 
man. 

Mr.  Francis  P.  Onilfoile,  for  appellant : 
The  powers  expressly  granted  to  a  mu- 
nicipal corporation  carry  with  them  such 
other  powers  as  are  necessarily  implied  in, 
or  incident  to,  such  grants,  and  it  also  pos- 
sesses all  powers  which  are  indispensable 
to  the  attainment  and  maintenance  of  its 
declared  objects  and  purposes. 

Crofut  V.  Danbury,  65  Conn.  300,  32  Atl. 
365;  Pratt  v.  Litchfield,  62  Conn.  118,  25 
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Atl.  461;  Central  R.  &,  Electric  Go's.  Appeal, 
67  Conn.  214,  35  AtL  32;  Goodwin  v.  East 
Hartford,  70  Conn.  40,  38  Atl.  876. 

An  information  in  the  nature  of  quo  war- 
ranto will  not  lie  to  try  the  right  to  an 
office  that  is  not  a  legally  authorized  public 
ofiice. 

32  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  1422;  State  ex 
rel.  Woodford  v.  North,  42  Conn.  87. 

Quo  warranto  is  a  means  to  oust  an  ille- 
gal incumbent  from  an  office,  not  to  induct 
a  legal  one  into  it. 

State  ex  rel.  Oakey  v.  Fowler,  66  Conn. 
294,  32  Atl.  162,  33  Atl.  1005. 

Mr.  James  M.  lijnch  for  appellee. 

Prentice,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Quo  warranto  proceedings  lie  to  prevent 
the  usurpation  of  a  public  office  or  franchise. 
These  were  begun  to  try  the  title  to  a  posi- 
tion attempted  to  be  created  by  an  ordi- 
nance of  the  city  of  Waterbury,  and  at- 
tempted to  be  filled  by  the  board  of  alder- 
men of  the  city.  They  must  fail  for  the 
reason  that  there  is  no  such  office.  To  jus- 
tify a  resort  to  the  extraordinary  remedy 
here  invoked,  there  must  be  an  office  legally 
authorized  and  constituted.  State  ex  rel. 
Woodford  v.  North,  42  Conn.  79,  86;  Com. 
V.  Dearborn,  15  Mass.  125;  High,  Extr. 
I.egal  Rem.  §  625.  The  position  in  question 
is  one  to  which  the  ordinance  creating  it 
attempted  to  attach  important  powers  and 
functions  of  government  belonging  to  the 
sovereignty,  and  therefore  was  a  "public  of- 
fice," as  distinguished  from  a  mere  employ- 
ment or  agency  resting  on  contract,  and  to 
which  such  powers  and  functions  are  not 
attached.  Perkins  v.  New  Haven,  53  Conn. 
214,  215,  1  Atl.  825;  Seymour  v.  Over-River 
School  Dist.  53  Conn.  602,  509,  3  Atl.  552; 
State  ex  rel.  Rylands  v.  Pinkerman,  63  Conn. 
176,  182,  22  L.R.A.  653,  28  Atl.  110.  "A 
public  office  is  the  right,  authority,  and  duty 
created  and  conferred  by  law,  by  which 
.  .  .  an  individual  is  invested  with  soma 
portion  of  the  sovereign  functions  of  the 
government  to  be  exercised  by  him  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public."  Mechem,  Pub.  Offi. 
§  t.  It  "implies  a  delegation  of  a  portion 
of  the  sovereign  power  to  and  possession  of 
it  by  the  person  filling  the  office."  Opinion 
of  Justices,  3  Me.  481,  482;  Patton  v.  Board 
of  Health,  127  Cal.  388,  394,  78  Am.  St.  Rep. 
66,  69  Pac.  702 ;  United  States  t.  Hartwell', 
6  Wall.  385,  393,  18  L.  ed.  830,  832.  It  is 
a  trust  conferred  by  public  authority  for 
a  public  purpose,  and  involving  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  and  duties  of  some  portion  of 
the  sovereign  power.  Gark  v.  Easton,  146 
Mass.  43,  45,'  14  N.  E.  795;  Atty.  Gen.  v. 
Drohan,  169  Mass.  534,  535,  61  Am.  St.  Rep. 
301,  48  N.  E.  279;  People  ex  rel.  Akin  t. 
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Kipley,  171  lU.  44,  71,  41  Ii.R.A.  775,  49 
"K.  E.  229.  Such  being  the  nature  of  »  pub- 
lic office,  }t  is  apparent  that  its  source  must 
in  this  country  be  found  in  the  sovereign 
authority  speaking  throu^  Constitution  or 
statute.  The  creations  of  the  sovereign 
power  cannot,  in  the  absence  of -a  delegated 
authority,  create  one.  High,  Eztr.  Legal 
Rem.  §  626;  State  ▼.  Spaulding,  102  Iowa, 
639,  G47,  72  N.  W.  288;  Patton  ▼.  Board  of 
Health,  127  Cal.  388,  393,  78  Am.  St.  Rep. 
66,  69  Pac.  702;  Miller  ▼.  Warner,  42  App. 
Diy.  208,  209,  59  N.  Y.  Supp.  956;  Com.  7. 
8wasey,  133  Mass.  538,  539. 

The  bource  of  the  alleged  office  here  in 
controversy  is  a  city  ordinance.  The  state 
had  delegated  to  the  city  in  its  charter  the 
power  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a 
building  inspector,  and  to  prescribe  his  du- 
ties. 12  Sp.  Laws  1895,  p.  438,  S  21.  It 
had  not  delegated  the  power  to  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  a  deputy  building  in- 
spector, and  to  prescribe  his  duties.  The 
city  was  without  inherent  power  to  create 
such  a  public  position  and  to  endow  it  with 
the  jurisdiction  and  authority  attempted  to 
be  conferred.  No  such  power  was  impliedly 
granted  by  the  charter  provision  referred  to. 
The  right  to  create  one  office  does  not  imply 
the  right  to  create  two.  The  right  to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  an  officer  does 
not  involve  or  imply  the  right  to  provide 
for  substitutes  and  alternates  ad  lihitum. 
The  right  to  prescribe  the  power  and  duties 
of  a  designated  official,  and  to  endow  him 
with  that  power,  does  not  carry  with  it  the 
right  to  endow  several  persons  in  the  alter- 
native with  that  power. 

The  charter  provision  giving  the  hoard 
power  to  provide  for  the  appointment  or 
election  of  employees,  and  to  prescribe  their 
duties  and  compensation,  was  also  inade- 
quate as  a  conferment  of  authority  to  create 
public  offices,  to  provide  for  the  choice  of 
incumbents,  and  to  endow  those  incumbents 
with  portions  of  the  sovereign  power  at 
pleasure.  This  provision  was  limited  in  its 
application  to  employees,  and  its  language 
was  chosen  to  clearly  indicate  that  fact. 
It  is  scarcely  conceivable  that  the  state 
should  have  delegated  to  one  of  its  crea- 
tions its  sovereign  power  in  any  such  whole- 
sale way  as  to  enable  the  latter  to  create 
such  offices  as  it  pleased,  and  attach  to  them 
the  exercise  of  such  portions  of  the  sover- 
eign power  as  it  pleased,  and  thus  surrender 
to  its  creature  its  power  of  direction  and 
dictation,  and  the  charter  provision  referred 
to  was  too  carefully  guarded  in  its  language 
to  give  countenance  to  such  a  contention. 

It  might  possibly  be  a  wise  precaution  to 
provide  for  the  contingency  of  the  death,  ab- 
sence, or  disability  of  the  single  official  for 
which  the  sovereign  authority  has  provided; 
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but  that  is  a  matter  for  which  that  author- 
ity is  alone  qualified  to  deal.  It  has  not 
done  so  save  as  the  special  act  of  1905  con- 
cerned the  matter.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  effect  of  that  act  during  the  life- 
time of  the  then  incumbent,  it  could  not 
have  amounted  to  a  ratification  of  the  city 
ordinance,  as  permanent  legislation,  creating 
the  office  of  deputy  or  assistant  building 
inspector,  and  defining  the  powers  and  du- 
ties attached  to  it. 

There  is  error,  the  judgment  is  set  aside, 
and  the  cause  remanded  for  the  rendition  of 
a  judgment  dismissing  the  information. 

The  other  Judges  concur. 


NEW  YORK  COURT  OF  APPEl&IiS. 

JAMES  S.  SIMMONS,  Respt., 

V. 

FRANCIS  I.  CRISFIELD,  Appt. 

(197  N.  Y.  366,  90  N.  E.  956.) 

Executor  —  sale  of  realty  —  restrictive 
covenants  —  validity. 

An  executor  having  a  naked  power  to  sell 
city  lots  has  implied  authority  to  insert 
restrictive  covenants  in  the  deeds  with  re- 
spect to  the  building  line  of  the  houses  to  be 
erected  thereon,  which  will  bind  the  estate 
in  favor  of  purchasers  of  the  first  lots,  and 
may  be  enforced  by  them  against  later  pur- 
chasers. 

(January  25,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  Judgment 
of  the  Appellate  Division  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  Fourth  Department,  reversing 
a  judgement  of  a  Special  Term  for  Monroe 
County  sustaining  a  demurrer  to  the  com- 
plaint in  an  action  brought  to  restrain  the 
erection  of  a  building  on  a  certain  lot  in 
alleged  violation  of  the  owner's  deed  there- 
of.   Affirmed. 

The  appellate  division  of  the  supreme 
court  certified  the  following  question:  "Does 
the  complaint  of  the  plaintiff  herein  state 
facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of  ac- 
tion?" 

Further  iacts  appear  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  McGuire  &  Wood,  for  appellant: 

The  executor  had  no  power  to  encumber 
the  estate  by  restrictive   agreement.  ■ 

Craig  V.  Wells,  11  N.  Y.  315;  Columbia 
College  V.  Thacher,  87  N.  Y.  311,  41  Am. 


Note.  --  A  search  reveals  no  other  report- 
ed cases  which  have  passed  upon  the  right 
of  an  executor  with  a  naked  power  of  sale 
to  bind  the  remaining  part  of  a  tract  of 
land  belonging  to  the  estate  by  a  restrictive 
covenant  in  his  deed  to  a  part  thereof. 
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Rep.  365;  Gerard,  Titles  to  Real  Estate,  Sd 
ed.  chap.  20,  title  VI.;  Jackson  ex  dem. 
Clowes  V.  Vanderheyden,  17  Johns.  167,  8 
Am.  Dec.  378;  Martin  v.  Dwelly,  6  Wend. 
9,  21  Am.  Dec.  245;  Hetzel  t.  Barber,  69 
K.  Y.  13;  Ramsey  v.  Wandell,  32  Hun,  482; 
Benjamin,  Sales,  §  962;  Austin  t.  Munro, 
47  N.  Y.  360;  O'Brien  v.  Jackson,  167  N.  Y. 
31,  60  N.  E.  238;  Ferrin  v.  Myrick,  41  N.  Y. 
315;  Wetmore  v.  Porter,  92  N.  Y.  76;  Peo- 
ple ex  rel.  Nash  v.  Faulkner,  107  N.  Y. 
477,  14  N.  E.  415;  Re  Hosford,  27  App.  Div. 
427,  50  N.  Y.  Supp.  550. 

Mr.  DeWitt  V.  D.  Relley  also  for  appel- 
lant. 

Mr.  William  O.  Campbell,  for  respond- 
ent: 

,  An  executor  under  a  naked  power  of  sale 
has  the  right  to  create  incidental  rights  or 
easements  in  the  lands  conveyed  by  him 
under  such  power. 

Re  Sixty-seventh  Street,  60  How.  Pr.  265; 
Earle  v.  New  Brunswick,  38  N.  J.  L.  47; 
Rosenkrans  v.  Snover,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  420,  97 
Am.  Dec.  668 ;  Valentine  v.  Schreiber,  3  App. 
Div.  235,  38  N.  Y.  Supp.  417;  Schultz  v. 
Griffin,  121  N.  Y.  294,  18  Am.  St.  Rep.  825, 
24  N.  E.  480;  Le  Roy  v.  Beard,  8  How.  451, 
12  L.  ed.  1151 ;  Peters  v.  Famsworth,  15  Vt. 
155,  40  Am.  Dec.  671;  Vanada  v.  Hopkins,  1 
J.  J.  Marsh.  293,  19  Am.  Dec.  92;  Taggart 
T.  Stanbery,  2  McLean,  643,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
13,724;  Rawle,  Covenants,  20,  note. 

Cnllen,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

In  1897  Julia  Hurd  died  seised  of  two 
lots 'of  land  in  the  city  of  Rochester,  and  by 
her  will  she  authorized  her  executor  to  sell 
and  convey  her  real  estate.  Her  executor 
sold  and  conveyed  one  of  these  lots  to  the 
plaintiff  by  a  deed  which  contained  a  cove- 
nant on  the  part  of  the  grantee,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  that  the  front  wall  of  any 
building  erected  on  the  premises  conveyed 
should  stand  back  at  least  20  feet  from 
the  line  of  the  street  on  which  the  lot 
fronted,  and  also  a  similar  covenant  on  the 
part  of  the  grantor  that  the  front  wall 
of  any  building  erected  on  the  adjoining  lot 
should  also  stand  back  that  distance  from 
the  street.  Subsequently  the  executor  sold 
to  the  defendant  the  adjoining  lot  by  a  deed 
which  contained  no  covenants.  Thereafter 
the  defendant  sought  to  erect  a  building 
on  the  line  of  the  street,  and  this  action 
was  brought  to  restrain  such  erection. 

The  question  in  the  case  is  the  validity  of 
the  covenant  on  the  part  of  the  executor 
restricting  the  use  of  the  lot  last  sold.  The 
executor  bad  merely  a  naked  power  of  sale, 
and  it  is  contended  by  the  appellant  that 
he  had  no  power  to  create  any  obligation 
binding  upon  the  estate  which  he  repre- 
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sented.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  u 
executor  or  administrator  cannot,  by  execu- 
tory contract,  impose  •  new  liability  on  the 
estate  which  he  represents.  Ferrin  t.  My- 
rick, 41  N.  Y.  315;  Austin  v.  Munro,  47 
N.  Y.  360;  O'Brien  v.  Jackson,  167  K  ¥. 
31,  60  N.  E.  238.  Therefore  no  action  for 
damages  could  be  maintained  against  the 
estate  for  a  violation  of  this  covenant.  The 
covenant,  however,  was  something  more 
than  a  mere  executory  contract.  If  valid, 
it  operated  as  a  conveyance  of  an  easement, 
for  an  easement  may  be  created  by  cove- 
nant as  well  as  by  express  grant.  Washb. 
Easements  &  Servitudes,  27*;  Van  Rensse- 
laer V.  Albany  &  W.  S.  R.  Co.  62  N.  Y.  65; 
Gibert  v.  Peteler,  38  Barb.  488,  614.  AUile 
there  is  no  decision  of  this  court  on  the 
question,  it  has  been  held  by  the  supreme 
court  and  in  other  jurisdictions  that  execu- 
tors with  a  naked  power  of  sale,  or  com- 
missioners of  partition,  may,  in  the  sale  of 
lands,  create  easements  of  way.  Valentine 
V.  Schreiber,  3  App.  Div.  235,  38  N.  Y.  Supp. 
417;  Re  Sixty-seventh  Street,  60  How.  264, 
272;  Earle  v.  New  Brunswick,  38  N.  .1.  L 
47.  It  is  the  common  practice  on  partition 
sales  or  sales  by  executors  of  large  traru 
of  land  in  the  outskirts  of  a  city  vrhere 
streets,  although  laid  out  on  a  map,  hare 
not  been  formally  opened  or  any  rights 
acquired  therein  by  the  public,  to  sell  lots 
bounded  by  such  streets,  thus  granting  an 
easement  of  way  over  the  streets  to  the 
purchasers  of  the  lots.  In  no  other  war 
could  advantageous  sales  be  made.  Indeed, 
the  right  of  an  executor  to  grant  such 
easements  is  not  seriously  controverted  by 
the  learned  counsel  for  the  appellant.  .\» 
said  by  Judge  Daniels  in  Re  Sixty-seventh 
Street,  supra,  they  are  incidental  to  the 
power  conferred  on  the  executor  to  sell  the 
land.  The  power  to  grant  an  easement  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  part  of  the  land 
is  not  to  be  confined  to  easements  of  way. 
If  the  property  consisted  of  a  row  of  build- 
ings, the  side  walls  of  which  were  party 
walls,  it  would  be  impracticable  to  sell  a 
single  lot  with  the  building  thereon  for  any 
reasonable  price,  unless  on  the  sale  was  con- 
veyed the  easement  of  support  of  such 
parts  of  the  party  walls  as  stood  on  the 
other  lots.  That  would  be  true  also  in  a 
case  where  several  houses  had  but  a  single 
means  of  drainage.  Examples  might  be 
multiplied.  We  think  in  all  these  cases 
the  question  is  whether,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  easement  is  such  as  might  nat- 
urally be  presumed  to  have  been  requisite 
or  beneficial  for  an  advantageous  sale.  The 
easement  granted  in  this  case,  while  it 
cannot  be  said  to  be  common,  is  by  no 
means  exceptional  in  the  case  of  ur'an 
property,  especially  in  the  residential  p>.' 
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tions.  Many  large  tracts  in  the  city  of  New 
York  are  subject  to  restrictions  of  a  charac- 
ter similar  to  that  found  in  this  case.  So 
the  restriction  cannot  on  its  face  be  said  to 
DC  unreasonable.  In  Rosenkrans  ▼.  Snover, 
19  N.  J.  Eq.  420,  97  Am.  Dec.  668,  an  ease- 
ment similar  in  character  to  that  found  in 
this  ease,  though  entirely  different  in  its  de- 
tails,— to  wit,  an  easement  of  light,  air,  and 
prospect,  conveyed  by  commissioners  on  a 
partition  sale, — was  upheld.  The  chan- 
cellor said:  "There  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  commissioners  like  these  have  the  pow- 
er, if  it  will,  in  their  judgment,  be  a  bene- 
fit to  the  sale  of  property,  to  annex  to  one 
part  an  easement  in  another  part  of  the 
property  to  be  sold,  and  to  sell  and  convey 
surh  other  part  subject  to  the  servitude  of 
such  easement."  We  think,  therefore,  it 
was  presumptively  within  the  power  of  the 
executor  to  convey,  as  appurtenant  to  the 
lot  first  sold,  an  easement  of  light,  air,  and 
prospect  over  the  remaining  lot. 

The  order  appealed  from  should  be  af- 
firmed, with  costs,  and  the  question  certified 
answered  in  the  afiSrmative. 

Edward  T.  Bartlrtt,  Vnnn,  Werner, 
Wlllard  Bartlett,  Hiscock,  and  Cliase, 
JJ.,  concur. 


NORTH  DAKOTA  SCPREME  COtTRT. 

MAX  STERN,  Appt, 

V. 

CITY  OF  FARGO  et  al.,  Respts. 
l(—  N.  D.  — ,  122  N.  W.  403.) 

Mnnicipal  corporation  —  powers. 

1.  Cities  liave  only  the  following  powers: 

(a)  Those  granted  in  express  words. 

(b)  Those  necessarily  implied  or  incident 
to  the  powers  expressly  granted. 

(c)  Those  essential  to  the  declared  ob- 
jects and  purposes  of  the  corporation,— not 
simply  convenient,  but  indispensable. 

Same  —  constractlon. 

2.  Doubtful  claims  of  power,  or  doubt  or 
ambiguity  in  the  terms  used  by  the  legisla- 
ture, are  resolved  against  the  corporation. 

Same  —  issuance  of  bonds. 

3.  The  Constitution  and  statutes  provid- 
ing for  the  issuance  of  municipal  bonds  are 
more  strictly  construed  in  actions  to  prevent 
their  issuance  than  in  actions  to  prevent 
their  payment  after  they  have  been  issued 
and  negotiated. 

Mnnlclpal  election  —  Issuance  of  bonds 
—  notice. 

4.  Section  2678,  Rev.  Codes  1905,  in  enu- 
merating the  powers  of  cities,  among  other 


Headnotes  by  Spalding,  J. 
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things  provides  how  and  for  what  purpose 
bonds  may  be  issued,  and  requires  that  the 
question  of  issuing  bonds  for  the  construc- 
tion or  purchase  of  waterworks  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  vote  of  the  electors  of  the  city,  at 
an  election,  after  twenty  days'  notice  stat- 
ing, among  other  things,  the  purpose  for 
which  the  bonds  are  to  be  issued,  and  the 
amount  thereof. 

Held,  that  a  resolution  of  a  city  council, 
providing  for  the  issuance  of  $100,000  in 
bonds,  or  such  pait  thereof  as  may  be  re- 
quired, and  a  notice  of  an  election  to  sub- 
mit such  issuance  to  the  voters,  in  the  same  . 
language  as  the  resolution,  did  not  state  the 
amount  of  bonds  to  be  voted  upon,  and  that 
without  such  statement  the  question  of  the 
issuance  of  bonds  is  not  fairly  presented  to 
the  electors,  who  are  entitled  to  know 
definitely  what  is  proposed  in  the  way  of 
increasing  the  indebtedness  of  the  city. 
Same  —  city  andttor  —  duties.  ' 

6.  The  duties  of  the  auditor  in  issuing  the 
notice  of  such  an  election  are  purely  min- 
isterial, and  such  notice  must  follow  tha 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  resolution  au- 
thorising the  election. 

Municipal  corporation  —  Issuance  of 
bonds  — powers  of  voters  —  delega- 
tion. 

6.  The  power  to  authorize  the  issuance  of 
bonds  is  vested  in  the  voters,  and  they 
cannot  delegate  such  power  to  the  city  coun- 
cil. 

Municipal  election  —  issuance  of  bonds 
^object  of  notice. 

7.  The  object  of  the  notice  of  election, 
and  the  requirement  that  the  amount  of  the 
bonds  be  stated,  is  to  give  the  voters  and 
taxpayers  such  information  as  will  enable 


Note.  ^  What  objects  or  purposes  mav 
be  conthhiefl  in  a  ahiffte  question  sub- 
mitted to  the  voters  of  a  municipali- 
ty- 
Validity  of  statute  or  ordinance  authoriz- 
ing a  lev.ving  of  taxes,  incurring  of  indebted- 
ness, or  the  appropriation  of  money,  for  two 
or    more    purposes,    see    note    to    Knox* 
ville  y.  Gass,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  619. 

This  note  is  limited  strictly  to  those  eases 
discussing  the  question  whether,  and  under 
what  circumstances,  several  purposes  or  ob- 
jects may  be  submitted  to  the  vortes  of  a 
municipal  corporation  as  a  single  question, 
so  as  to  have  one  expression  of  the  voters 
answer  for  all.  The  question,  therefore, 
whether  two  or  more  propositions  for  taxa- 
tion or  for  the  issuing  of  bonds  may  be 
voted  upon  at  one  election,  or  may  be  stated 
upon  one  ballot,  but  which  gives  the  voter 
the  privilege  of  answering  each  and  every 
proposition  separately,  is  not  included. 
Those  cases  are  also  excluded  passing  on  the 
question  when  and  under  what  circum- 
stances more  than  one  ballot  box  must  be 
used. 

An  examination  of  the  cases  will  warrant 
the  statement  that  the  real  question  in  is- 
sue in  this  note  is  not  so  much  whether  two 
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them  to  consider,  weigh,  and  dieeuss  the 
merits  of  the  proposition,  and  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  so  given  to  acquire 
information  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  pro- 
posed expenditure  and  the  amount  of  the 
indebtedness  necessary  to  incur  to  enable  the 
city  council  to  carry  ,out  its  plans.  When 
the  notice  fails  to  state  the  amount  of  in- 
debtedness proposed  to  be  incurred  by  the 
issuance  of  bonds,  opportunity  is  not  af- 
forded the  voters  to  inform  themselves  so  as 
to  be  able  to  vote  intelligently. 
Mnnidiml  corporation  —  Isanance  of 
bonds  —  validity  of  election. 

8.  An  election  for  the  issuance  of  bonds, 
under  the  provisions  of  §  183  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  §  2678,  Bev.  Codes  1905,  for  tlie 
construction  of  part  of  a  waterworks  system, 
on  a  notice  which  did  not  state  the  amount 
of  the  bonds  to  be  issued,  is  invalid,  ami 
the  council  is  not  authorized  thereby  to  is- 
sue bonds  voted. 

MnnlclpMl  election  —  Issuance  of  bonds 
^  essentials  of  notice. 

9.  A  resolution  of  a  city  council,  provid- 
ing for  an  election,  and  a  notice  of  such  an 
election,   under    §    2078,   Rev.   Codes   1906, 


must  state  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  issue  bonds. 

Same  —  double  qvestion  ^  rights  of 
voters. 

10.  The  legislature,  by  the  provisions 
which  it  has  made  for  the  issuance  of  boiiUa 
by  cities,  has  not  provided  for  submitting 
the  question  of  their  issuance  to  the  voters 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  permit  only  a  vote 
for  or  against  the  issuance  of  bonds  for  two 
or  more  purposes  on  a  single  vote. 

Same  —  separate  propositions. 

11.  Under  our  system  of  elections,  every 
voter  is  entitled  to  the  opportunity  to  vote 
for  or  against  any  question  submitted,  sep- 
arately and  independently  from  his  vote 
for  or  against  any  other'  pro|iosition  suli- 
mitted. 

Same  —  test. 

12.  The  test  whether  questions  submitted 
include  one  purpose  or  more  is  whether  the 
objects  for  which  bonds  are  to  be  issued 
have  a  natural  or  necessary  connection  with 
each  other;  and,  if  they  have  not,  two  pur- 
poses cannot  be  made  one  by  verbal  con- 
nection. 


or  more  separate  and  distinct  propositions 
may  l>e  combined  into  one,  and  submitted 
to  the  votes  of  the  electors  of  a  municipal 
corporation  as  a  single  question,  so  as  to 
have  one  expression  of  the  voter  answer  all 
of  them,  but  rather  whether  or  not  the 
question  submitted  was  a  combination  of 
two  or  more  separate  and  distinct  proposi- 
tions; the  rule  being  seemingly  well  estab- 
lished  that  two  or  more  propositions  if  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  cannot  be  combined  into 
one  and  submitted  as  a  single  question.  The 
reason  for  this  rule  is  set  out  sufficiently  in 
those  cases  from  which  Stcbn  v.  >'aboo  has 
so  freely  quoted. 

It  should  be  noted  in  connection  with  this 
note  that  many  cases  are  governed,  to  some 
extent  at  least,  by  tlie  intention  of  the  stat- 
ute authorizing  the  taxation  or  issuing  of 
bonds,  though  it  can  scarcely  be  said  that 
the  result  would  have  been  otherwise  inde- 
pendent of  the  aid  secured  from  such  stat- 
ute. 

Municipal  improvements. 

In  the  following  cases,  where  it  was  pro- 
posed to  devote  the  proceeds  of  bonds  or 
taxes  to'  the  construction  of  two  or  more 
municipal  improvements  not  naturally  re- 
lated or  connected,  they  have  been  consid- 
ered separate  and  distinct  within  the  rule 
forbidding  the  submission  of  two  or  more 
propositions  to  the  voters  of  a  municipality 
as  a  single  question:  Denver  v.  Hayes,  28 
Colo.  110,  63  Fac.  311  (several  separate 
municipal  improvements  grouped  in  one 
proposition);  Rea  v.  LaFayette,  130  Ga. 
771,  61  S.  E.  707  (issuing  of  bonds  for  tlie 
purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  a 
system  of  waterworks,  a  system  of  electric 
lights,  and  for  public  school  purposes) ; 
Gray  v.  Mount,  45  Iowa,  591  ( submission  of 
question  whether  certain  funds  should  be 
deroted  to  erection  of  a  courthouse  and  a 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


county  high  school) ;  State  ex  rel.  Joplin  v. 
Wilder,  217  Mo.  261,  116  S.  W.  1087  (sub- 
mission of  the  proposition  for  the  construc- 
tion of  two  distinct  sewers) ;  North  Tona- 
wanda  v.  Western  Transp.  Co.  10  Abb.  Fr. 
N.  S.  297  (tax  for  building  engine  house 
and  for  building  a  council  ciianiber  and  po- 
lice station ) ;  Ross  v.  Lipscomb,  83  S.  C. 
136,  65  S.  E.  451  (issuing  of  bonds  for  elec- 
tric lights  and  waterworks,  and  to  establish 
a  sewerage  system) ;  Johnson  v.  Roddey,  83 
S.  C.  402,  65  8.  £.  026  (waterworks  and 
sewerage  system) ;  Chase  v.  Gilbert,  83  S.  C. 
646,  65  S.  E.  735  (enlarging  waterworks 
system  and  adding  a  system  of  sewerage). 

In  State  ex  rel  Rethany  v.  Allen,  186  Mo. 
073,  85  S.  W.  631,  it  was  held  that  the  sub- 
mission to  the  vote  of  the  people  of  the 
issuance  of  bonds  for  the  expenditure  of  a 
certain  amount  to  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  purclinsing  a  site  and  the  erection  and 
construction  of  a  public  building  thereon, 
or  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  building  to  be 
used  for  a  city  hall,  city  prison,  and  hose 
house,  and  for  furnishing  the  same,  and  the 
expenditure  of  a  certain  amount  to  be  used 
in  making  repairs  and  improvements  in 
waterworks  and  electric  light  plant  and  ex- 
tension of  water  mains  and  electric  lines, 
contained  at  least  two  separate  and  distinct 
propositions. 

In  Johnson  ▼.  Roddey,  supra,  the  statute 
controlling  empowered  the  municipality  to 
contract  for  waterworks  or  sewerage,  or 
lighting,  one  or  both,  and  to  issue  bonds  to 
pay  therefor. 

A  cose  closely  related  to  the  above  is  Mc- 
Bryde  v.  Montesano,  7  Wash.  69,  34  Pac. 
659,  where  it  was  held  that  a  proposition  to 
borrow  money  to  fund  old  debts,  could  not  be 
united  in  one  with  other  propositions  to 
borrow  money  for  future  municipal  indebted- 
ness; in  this  c)<8e  for  the  purchase  of  fire  ap- 
paratus, and  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of 
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Statute  —  doubtful  menntns  —  construe-  ' 
foi- 
ls. When  tbe  meaning  of  •  statute  is 
doubtful,  HO  that  neither  of  two  construc- 
tions may,  witk  propriety,  be  adopted  by  the 
court,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  adopt 
that  construction  best  calculated  to  protect 
the  public  against  fraud  and  imposition, 
«ven  though  in  individual  instances  such 
construction  may  worlc  slight  hardship. 

SIuntcipMl  election •- double  question  •— 

rlglits  of  Voters. 

14.  The  fact  that  one  construction  of  a 
statute  of  doubtful  import,  if  it  be  conceded 
that  the  meaning  of  a  statute  in  question  is 
doubtful,  would  admit  of  the  submission  of 
a  question  devoid  of  merit  in  connection  with 
another  of  unquestioned  merit,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  a  weak  proposition  by  reason  of  its 
submission  in  connection  with  a  meritorious 
one,  furnishes  a  strong  reason  for  the  rule 
of  construction  stated  in  f  ll,  and  this  rea- 
son applies  notwithstanding  no  question  is 
made  in  this  case  as  to  the  good  faith  or 
merits  of  either  proposition  submitted  by 
the  city  council. 


Same  —  waterworks  —  electric  light 
plant. 

15.  A  resolution  adopted  by  the  city  coun- 
cil, providing  for  an  election  to  vote  on  the 
issuance  of  bonds,  and  a  notice  by  the  city 
auditor  of  such  election,  which  state  the 
purposes  of  the  proposed  bond  issue  to  l>e 
"to  defray  the  cost  of  building  and  con- 
structing a  new  waterworks  pumping  sta- 
tion and  installing  therein  a  new  high  duty 
pump  and  necessary  steam  boilers,  .  .  . 
and  for  the  purpose  of  installing  an  electric 
light  plant  in  connection  with  said  pumping 
station  for  furnishing  street  and  other  lights 
and  power,"  state  two  purposes,  and  an 
election  held  pursuant  to  such  resolution 
and  notice  is  illegal,  and  a  majority  vote 
in  favor  of  issuing  bonds  for  the  purposes 
stated  does  not  authorize  or  empower  the 
city  council  to  issue  them. 

Municipal  corporation  —  Indebtedness 
—  stntntory  limitations  ^  construe- 
tlon. 

16.  Section  183  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  statute,  provide  a  debt  limit,  for  gen- 
eral purposes  of  cities,  of  5  per  cent,  with 


land,  and  the  erection  of  a  city  hall  and  jail 
thereon. 

To  the  same  effect  ia  Woodlawn  ▼.  Cain, 
135  Ala.  371,  33  So.  151  (proposed  taxation 
for  purposes  of  paying  interest  on  certain 
bonds  and  to  make  and  maintain  public  im- 
provements ) . 

In  Cain  v.  Smith,  117  Ga.  902,  44  S.  E. 
5,  it  was  held  that  although  the  general  as- 
sembly had  authority  to  submit,  at  the  same 
time,  to  the  qualified  voters  of  a  town,  the 
question  of  the  establishment  of  schools  and 
the  question  as  to  whether  the  facilities  for 
the  schools  should  be  secured  by  an  issue 
of  bonds,  citing  therefor  Brand  v.  Lawrence- 
yille,  104  Ga.  486,  30  S.  E.  054,  infra,  it  did 
not  have  authority  to  submit,  at  the  time 
these  two  questions  were  voted  on,  the  fur- 
ther proposition  as  to  whether  the  particu- 
lar town  should  come  into  esdstence  as  a 
municipal  corporation. 

A  case  often  cited  in  this  connection  is 
Truelsen  v.  Duluth,  61  Minn.  48,  63  N.  W 
714,  where  it  was  held  that  the  submission 
of  the  proposition  of  erecting  or  purchas- 
ing a  water  and  light  plant  combined,  and 
certain  propositions  relative  to  the  erection 
or  purchase  of  water  and  light  plants  sepa- 
rately, in  such'  a  manner  as  to  prevent  a 
full  and  fair  expression,  of  the  will  of  the 
voters,  rendered  the  election  invalid. 

However,  in  Oakland  v.  Thompson,  151 
Cal.  672,  01  Pac.  387,  where  a  city  had  in 
contemplation  the  acquisition  of  several  dis- 
tinct parcels  of  land,  widely  separated,  to 
be  converted  into  separate  parks  for  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  inhabitants,  it  was  held 
that  the  scheme  being  a  single  scheme,  it 
was  unnecessary  that  each  piece  and  par- 
cel of  land  proposed  to  be  purchased  should 
be  submitted  to  the  voters  to  be  voted  upon 
as  a  separate  and  distinct  proposition. 

In  Linn  v.  Omaha.  76  Neb.  552,  107  N. 
W.  983,  there  was  submitted  to  the  electors 
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of  the  city  the  question  whether  bonds  in  a 
certain  amount  should  be  issued  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  cost  of  constructing  fire 
engine  houses;. one  of  them  to  be  con- 
structed in  a  certain  part  of  the  city,  and 
the  other  for  which  the  site  was  to  be  pur* 
chased  in  another  part  of  the  city.  It  was 
contended  that  the  construction  of  the  two 
engine  houses  conatituted  two  subjects,  and 
that  the  proposed  purchase  of  the  tract  of 
land  was  a  third.  The  court,  however,  said : 
"The  proposition  in  the  case  at  bar  was  not 
dual,  neither  was  it  stated  in  the  alterna- 
tive. It  was  but  a  single  proposition  defi- 
nitely fixed  by  the  ordinance  and  by  the 
mayor's' proclamation.  It  is  true  that  the 
proposition  contemplated  the  construction 
of  two  engine  houses  and  the  purchase  of  a 
site  for  one,  but  such  were  hut  detailed 
statements  of  the  general  proposition, — to 
procure  engine  houses." 

So,  in  People  ex  rel.  Mariposa  County  v. 
Counts,  89  Cal.  15,  26  Pac.  612,  the  submis- 
sion to  the  vote  of  the  people  of  a  proposi- 
tion for  the  construction  of  two  wagon  roads 
was  held  not  objectionable  as  being  ex- 
pressive of  more  than  one  object  or  pur- 
pose. 

In  Louisville  v.  Park  Comrs.  112  Ky.  409, 
65  S.  W.  860,  a  proposition  submitted  to 
the  voters  of  •  a  city  for  the  issuance  of 
bonds  to  a  certain  amount  was  held  valid 
although  it  was  therein  stated  that  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  proceeds  were  to  be  ex- 
pended were  city  parks  and  sewers. 

In  Potter  v.  Lainhart,  44  Fla.  647,  33  So. 
251,  a  proposition  for  the  issuance  of  bonds 
to  a  certain  amount  for  the  erection  of  a 
courthouse  and  jail,  and  a  certain  amount 
for  building  roads,  was  held  valid.  In  this 
case,  the  court  said  that  whether  the  com- 
missioners had  the  authority  to  make  the 
submission  as  they  did  depended  upon  the 
statute  under   which  they  acted.     One   of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


66S 


NORTH  DAKOTA  SUPHEMB  COURT. 


iVSt, 


power  to  incur  additional  indebtedness 
equaling  3  per  cent  of  the  assessed  valuation 
on  a  two-thirds  vote,  making  a  possible  in- 
debtednesa  for  general  purposes  of  8  per 
cent.  It  is  also  provided  that  a  city,  when 
authorized  by  a  majority  vote,  may  increase 
its  indebtedness,  not  exceeding  4  per  cent, 
vithout  regard  to  existing  indebtedness,  for 
the  construction  or  purchase  of  waterworks 
or  constructing  sewers,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever. 

Queere, — Can  a  city  issue  bonds  for  the 
construction  of  waterworks  or  sewers  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  necessarily  include  the 
amount  of  such  bonds  in  the  5  per  cent  or 
8  per  cent  debt  limit  provided  for  ordinary 
purposes,  or  must  they  be  issued  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  be  included  within  the  4  per 
cent  provision  for  the  construction  of  water- 
works and  sewers?    If  they  must  be  so  is- 


sued as  to  admit  of  their  being  incladel 
within  the  4  per  cent  special  waterworks 
provision,  the  connection  of  an  electric  light 
plant,  or  of  any  other  subject  except  aewert, 
with  waterworks,  in  the  issuance  of  bnndu, 
furnishes  an  additional  reason  for  holding 
the  proposed  issue  under  consideration  il- 
legal. 

(June  19,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  complainant  from  an  order  of 
the  District  Court  for  Cass  County  sus- 
taining a  demurrer  to  a  complaint  filed  to 
enjoin  the  issuing  of  bonds  voted  for  the 
construction  of  a  municipal'  watcrworte 
pumping  station  and  electric  light  plant. 
Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 


these  statutes  referred  to  provided  in  effect 
that  whenever  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners should  deem  it  expedient  to  issue 
county  bonds  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing paved,  macadamized,  or  other  hard-sur- 
faced highways,  or  erecting  a  courthouse  or 
jail,  they  should  determine  by  resolution, 
among  other  things,  what  amount  of  bonds 
was  required  for  such  purpose;  the  other 
statute  provided  for  the  submiHsion  of  such 
questions  to  the  legal  voters  of  the  county, 
and  the  form  of  the  ballots. 

In  Coleman  v.  EuUw,  167  Ala.  327,  47  So. 
703,  the  submission  to  electors  of  a  proposed 
issue  of  bonds  for  the  purpose  of  "purchas- 
ing waterworks  and  electric  light  plant" 
was  held  not  objectionable  as  involving  the 
submission  of  a  double  purpose.  The  court 
said :  "If  it  is  assumed  that  the  act,  under 
fair  construction,  intends  that  the  question 
submitted  to  the  voters  shall  not  be  the  re- 
inlt  of  a  blending  of  any  two  or  more  in- 
congruous purposes  authorized  by  the  act 
to  warrant  the  issue  of  bonds,  we  do  not 
think  the  proposition  submitted,  as  stated, 
offensive  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  in  any 
particular,  Dnubless,  though  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  now  affirm  it,  the  blending  into  one 
proposition,  looking  to  a  ballot,  of  the  au- 
thorized purposes  of  building  bridges  and 
schoolhouses,  suggesting  an  unseparated  sum 
for  both  objects,  would  involve  an  incon- 
gruous association  of  purposes.  But  where 
the  purpose  evolved  in  the  blending  is  the- 
product  of  two  of  the  purposes  enumerated 
in  the  act  for  which  bonds  may  be  issued, 
and  they  might  naturally  and  reasonably  be 
deemed  or  made  a  part  of  one  of  a  more 
general  scheme,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  act  does  not  inhibit  the  exercise,  by  the 
govern  iifg  body,  of  a  discretion  to  blend 
into  one  proposition  for  submission  to  the 
voters  such  enumerated  purposes;  for  in- 
stance, we  merely  suggest,  the  building  of 
bridges  and  constructing  streets.  They, 
very  naturally  and  reasonably,  might  com- 
pose one  scheme  or  purpose  for  municipal 
improvement.  It  is  likewise,  we  think,  with 
respect  to  a  water  and  light  plant.  We 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  both 
these  public  utilities  are  usually  given  ef- 
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fective  existence  by  the  use  of  steam  en- 
gines, nor  can  we  ignofe  the  further  fact 
that  one  steam  plant  can  and  does  often  af- 
ford the  requisite  power  to  operate  each  of 
these  utilities.  If  so,  the  fact  that  entirely 
different  means  for  the  transmission  of 
water  and  of  electricity  are  employed  can- 
not avail  to  remove  from  practical  consid- 
eration the  vital  agency — power — common 
to  their  efficiency.  Of  course,  if  appellant's 
contention  were  sanctioned  here,  there  could 
be  no  initiative  of  a  combined  water  and 
light  plant  in  a  municipality  witlinnt 
either;  and  the  result  would  be  that  the  vot- 
er would  be  denied  the  opportunity  to  vote 
upon,  and  the  governing  body  to  submit,  a 
proposition  the  practical  and  economical  ac- 
complishment of  which  might,  naturally  and 
reasonably,  depend  upon  the  conjoint  in- 
stallation and  operation  of  a  plant  deriving 
motive  power  from  a  common  mechanism. 
True,  a  voter  might  desire  to  approve  by 
his  ballot  the  construction  or  purchase  of 
a  water  plant,  but  be  opposed  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  light  plant.  His  remedy  must 
be  to  vote  against  the  whole  proposition, 
rather  than  that  the  law  should  be  rendered 
practically  abortive  by  an  effort  to  conform 
it  to  his  particular  views."  But  see  tbc 
review  of  this  case  in  Stern  t.  Faroo. 

So,  in  Kemp  v.  Hazelhurst,  80  Miss.  443. 
31  So.  008,  it  seems  to  have  been  recogniied 
that  the  issuance  of  bonds  for  the  erection 
of  waterworks  and  an  electric  light  plant 
was  not  invalid  because  of  involving  two 
purposes. 

So,  those  cases  wherein  it  expressly  ap- 
peared that  bonds  were  to  be  issued  for  the 
construction  of  a  plant  which  was  to  be 
used  for  two  or  more  purposes  have  gen- 
erally held,  contrary  to  the  result  attained 
in  Stern  v.  Faroo,  that  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted to  the  voters  therefor  was  not  in- 
valid as  containing  two  propositions. 

In  State  ex  rel.  Chillicothe  v.  Wilder, 
200  Mo.  97,  08  S.  W.  465,  it  was  held  that 
the  submission  to  the  voters  of  a  proposi- 
tion to  erect  a  "waterworks  and  electric 
light  plant"  was  not  invalid  aa  containing 
two  pronositions,  since,  as  the  court  said, 
it  was  the  clearly  expressed  porpoae  in  this 
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Mr.  Edward  H.  Wright,  for  appellant: 

The  notice  of  election  does  not  specify 
the  specific  purpose,  nor  the  amount  for 
which  the  bonds  are  to  be  issued,  as  re- 
quired by  statute. 

People  ex  rel.  Kern  County  ▼.  Baker,  83 
CM.  149,  23  Pae.  364,  1112;  Denver  v. 
Hayes,  28  Colo.  110,  63  Pac  311. 

The  voters  eould  not  delegate  their  pow- 
ers. 

State  ex  rel.  Rusk  ▼.  Budge,  14  N.  D. 
532.  105  N.  W.  724. 

The  notice  of  election  was  invalid,  as  it 
iiibmitted  a  double  question  to  be  voted  up- 
on on  a  single  vote,  in  violation  of  the  vot- 
er's rights. 

Wilkins  v.  Waynesboro,  110  Ga.  359,  42 
S.  E.  767;  McBryde  v.  Montesano,  7  Wash. 


69,  34  Pac.  669;  Truelsen  v.  Duluth,  61 
Minn.  48,  63  N.  W.  714;  Heilbron  v.  Cuth- 
bert,  06  Ga.  312,  23  S.  E.  200;  Cain  v. 
Smith,  117  Ga.  902,  44  S.  E.  6;  State  ex  rel. 
Bethany  v.  Allen,  186  Mo.  673,  85  S.  W.  631 ; 
Fulton  County  v.  Mississippi  &  W.  R.  Co. 
21  111.  338;  Gray  v.  Mount,  46  Iowa,  691; 
Hempstead  v.  Seymour,  34  Misc.  02,  60  N. 
Y.  Supp.  402;  Hensly  v.  Hamilton,  3  Ohio 
C.  C.  201. 

Messrs.  W.  C.  Resscr,  and  Enserud, 
Holt  &  Frame,  for  respondents : 

The  purpose  of  the  bond  issue  is  not  the 
less  a  single  purpose  because  the  enterprise 
in  which  the  proceeds  of  the  bonds  are  to 
be  invested  is  designed  to  produce  two  or 
more  things  or  results,  or  serve  two  or  more 
municipal  purposes,  if  the  plant  or  enter- 


case  to  erect  one  plant,  on  one  site,  to  be 
conducted  by  one  management,  and  in  this 
manner  save  the  expense  of  another  plant. 
The  court,  however,  took  occasion  to  say  fur- 
ther that  upon  a  new  submission  of  the 
proposition  it  should  be  for  "a  combined 
waterworks  and  electric  light  plant." 

So.  in  Cary  v.  Blodgett,  10  Cal.  App.  463, 
102  Pac.  668,  it  was  held  that  a  proposi- 
tion for  the  issuance  of  bonds  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  combined  plant  to  supply 
water  and  light  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  city 
may  be  submitted  as  a  single  proposition. 

Another  ease  in  which  it  was  held  not  in- 
valid or  unlawful  to  submit  in  one  proposi- 
tion the  question  of  enlargement  of  water- 
works and  the  constructioij  therewith  of  an 
electric  light  plant  is  Ryan  v.  Orbison,  7 
Ohio  C.  C.  30. 

In  Hughes  v.  Horsky  (N.  D.)  122  N.  W. 
799.  it  was  held  that  under  a  statute  pro- 
viding for  the  submission  of  the  question 
of  the  issuance  of  bonds  for  a  courthouse  or 
jail  or  both,  when  the  erection  of  a  court- 
house and  jail  in  one  building  is  contem- 
plated, and  the  notice  so  indicates,  the  ques- 
tion of  issuing  bonds  may  be  submitted  and 
voted  upon  as  one  question;  but  that  when 
two  separate  buildings  are  planned,  two 
questions  are  presentcMl,  and  although  they 
may  be  submitted  in  the  same  notice,  it 
must  be  so  done  that  each  voter  may  vote 
for  or  against  each  proposition  independ- 
ently of  the  other.  The  court,  in  distin- 
guishing Stebn  v.  Taboo,  said:  "In  the 
Fabgo  Casr  we  held,  under  the  facts  and 
law  applicable  to  that  proceeding,  that  the 
submission  of  the  question  of  issuing  bonds 
for  part  of  a  waterworks  system  and  an  elec- 
tric light  plant  were  two  purposes,  not  nat- 
urally or  necessarily  connected,  and  that 
therefore  they  could  not  be  submitted  in 
such  manner  that  the  voter  must  vote  for 
or  against  both  propositions.  After  careful 
consideration  we  are  satisfied  that  the  ques- 
tions are  not  identical.  The  statute  ap- 
plicable to  the  issuance  of  bonds  for  county 
buildings  is  materially  different,  and  we 
think  contemplates  the  submission  of  the 
vote  for  or  against  bonds  for  a  courthouse 
or  jail  together,  provided  the  notice  states 
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that  they  are  included  in  the  same  building. 
.  .  .  The  county  of  Pierce,  is  destitute  of 
both  courthouse  and  Jail.  They  are  neces- 
sary means  for  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice and  the  enforcement  of  criminal  laws 
of  the'  state,  and  in  many  ways  serve  a 
common  purpose.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  coun- 
ty to  provide  a  suitable  jail  and  a  suitable 
place  for  holding  court  and  for  ofiices  for 
the  county  officials.  A  jail  without  a  place 
for  the  trial  of  criminals  would  be  of  slight 
use,  and  vice  versa.  Furthermore  the  legis- 
lature, in  enacting  the  provisions  of  the  Code 
quoted,  must  have  been  aware  of  and  must 
have  taken  into  consideration  the  custom 
which  has  long  prevailed  in  this  state, 
though  less  frequently  followed  now  than  in 
earlier  times.  We  think  that  not  less  thnn 
one  half  the  counties  in  the  state  have  pro- 
vided a  jail  within  the  county  courthouse. 
We  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  tbat  the 
question  of  issuing,  bonds  for  the  erection 
of  a  combined  courthouse  and  jail  may  bo 
properly  submitted  to  be  voted  upon  as  one 
proposition.  However,  where  the  plan  is 
to  construct. separate  buildings  for  each  p»ir- 
pose,  although  the  statutory  provisions 
might  possibly  bear  the  same  construction, 
we  think,  for  the  reasons  given  in  the  Faroo 
Case,  that  the  questions  of  bonds  for  a 
courthouse  and  bonds  for  a  jail  should  be 
separately  submitted.  They  may  be  in- 
cluded in  the  same  notice,  but  should  be 
separately  stated,  and  so  arrpnged  on  the 
ballot  that  each  may  be  voted  on  independ- 
ently of  the  other.  This  construction  will 
protect  each  voter,  in  all  his  rights,  nnil 
harmonizes  with  the  reasons  applied  in  the 
best-considered  cases,  and  will  not  be  an 
attempted  delegation  of  power  by  the  voters 
to  the  county  commissioners." 

Aid  to  railroads. 

For  the  same  reason  that  it  has  been  held 
improper  to  submit  to  the  election  of  a  mu- 
nicipality as  a  single  question  a  proposition 
for  the  issuance  of  bonds  for  the  construc- 
tion of  two  or  more  improvements  when  not 
naturally  related,  it  has  been  held  improper 
to  submit  as  one  proposition  a  proposition 
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prise  in  whicli  the  money  is  to  be  invested 
is  a  unit. 

Truelsen  v.  Dulutli,  61  Minn.  48,  03  N. 
W.  714;  VVoodbridge  v.  Duluth,  67  Minn. 
250,  59  N.  W.  296;  State  ex  re).  Ferguson 
V.  Caffery,  49  I.a.  Ann.  1152,  22  So.  756; 
ITcilbron  y.  Cuthbert,  06  Ga.  312,  23  S.  E. 
208;  Ryan  v.  Orbison,  7  Oliio  C.  C.  30; 
Coleman  v.  Eutaw,  157  Ala.  327,  47  So. 
703;  Kemp  v.  Hazlehurst,  80  Miss.  443, 
31  So.  008;  People  ex  rel.  Mariposa  County 
V.  Counts,  89  Cal.  15,  20  Pac.  612;  Linn  v. 
Omaha,  76  Neb.  652,  107  N.  W.  083.- 

Tlie  resolution  and  notice  properly  stat- 
ed the  amount  of  the  bond  issue. 

Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  t.  Wilber,  63  Neb. 
624,  88  N.   W.   661. 

Mr.  Andrew  Miller,  Attorney  General, 
for  board  of  university  and  school  lands. 


Spaldlns,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Section  130  of  the  Constitution  of  tliis 
state  requires  the  legislative  assembly  to 
restrict  the  povrers  of  municipal  corpora- 
tions as  to  levying  taxes  and  assessments, 
borrowing  money  and  contracting  debts,  and 
prohibits  the  diversion  of  money  raised  by 
taxation,  loan,  or  assessment  for  any  pur- 
pose, to  any  other  purpose,  except  by  au- 
thority of  law.  Section  183  provides  that 
the  debt  of  any  municipality  shall  never 
exceed  five  per  cent  upon  the  value  of  the 
taxable  property  therein,  but  permits  any 
incorporated  city,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  to 
increase  such  indebtedness  three  per  cent 
on  such  assessed  valuation  beyond  said  6 
per  cent  limit,  and  provides  that  suiy  in- 
corporated   city    may    become    indebted    in 


to  issue  railroad  aid  bonds  for  or  subscribe 
to  the  stock  of  two  railroad  companies. 
Kulton  County  v.  Mississippi  A  W.  R.  Co. 
21  111.  373;  People  ex  rel.  Peoria  &  O.  R. 
Co.  v.  Tazewell  County,  22  111.  147;  Clarke 
V.  Hancock  County,  27  III.  303 ;  Williams  v. 
People,  132  III.  674,  24  N.  E.  647;  Garrigus 
V.  Parke  County,  39  Ind.  66;  Bronenberg  v. 
Madison  County,  41  Ind.  502;  Finney  v. 
Lamb  Countv,  54  Ind.  1;  Lewis  v.  Bourbon 
Countv,  12  Kan.  186;  Goforth  v.  Ruther- 
ford R.  Constr.  Co.  00  N.  C.  635,  2  S.  E. 
36J. 

A  case  closely  related,  but  possibly  not 
strictly  in  point*  is  McMillan  v.  Lee  County, 
3  Iowa,  3)1,  wliere  the  vote  was  rendered 
illegal  by  the  fact  that,  in  submitting  three 
propositions  to  a  vote  by  the  people,  to  aid 
three  several  railroads  by  subscribing  stock 
and  issuing  bonds,  it  was  stipulated  that  a 
majority  of  the  votes  given  for  each  propo- 
sition should  be  considered  as  an  adoption 
of  the  same,  but  that  the  subscriptions 
should  not  be  made  to  any  of  them,  unles^i 
there  should  be  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast 
in  favor  of  each  and  all  of  them. 

So,  a  proposition  in  the  alternative  to 
•id  one  railroad  or  to  aid  another  is  ordi- 
narily ineffectual  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of  bonds.  Jones  v.  Hurlburt,  13  Neb.  125, 13 
N.  W.  6 ;  State  ex  rel.  Gardner  v.  Roggen,  22 
Neb.  118,  34  N.  W.  108;  North  v.  Platte 
County,  29  Neb.  447,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  395, 
45  N.  W.  092. 

It  should  be  remembered  in  connection 
with  these  cases,  however,  that  railroad  aid 
bonds  may  be  valid  in  the  hands  of  inno- 
cent purchasers.  This  is  well  illustrated  by 
North  V.  Platte  County  and  Clarke  .v.  Han- 
cock County,  supra.  However,  that  question 
is  not  considered  in  this  note  and  no  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  gather  the  cases. 

However,  in  Louisville  It,  N.  R.  Co.  v. 
County  Ct.  1  Sneed,  637,  62  Am.  Dec.  424, 
an  order  of  the  court  upon  which  the  peo- 
ple voted,  proposing  that  a  certain  sum  be 
subscribed  in  a  certain  railroad  provided  it 
be  located  at  a  certain  place,  and  if  not, 
then  to  be  subscribed  in  another  railroad. 
was  held  valid;  the  court  saying  that  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


^reat  object  was  to  have  a  railroad  travers- 
ing the  county,  and  there  was  nothing  im- 
'proper  in  presenting  to  the  voters  two 
chances  for  it, — a  first  and  a  second  choicp. 

In  Lynch  v.  Eastern  LaFayette  &  M.  R. 
Co.  57  Wis.  430,  46  Am.  Rep.  41,  15  N.  W. 
743,  825,  it  was  held  that  where  the  only 
object  of  the  electors  of  a  town  in  panting 
aid  to  a  railway  company  is  to  procure  the 
construction  of  a  railway  from  a  certain 
point  to  such  town,  the  question  may  be  sub- 
mitted to  them  in  such  form  as  to  provide 
that  the  aid  shall  he  given  to  that  one  of 
two  companies  which  shall  first  complete 
the  road. 

In  Ex  parte  Selma  &  G.  R.  Co.  46  Ala. 
230,  it  was  held  that  the  proposition  of  a 
railroad  company  to  build  a  passenger  and 
wagon  bridge  free  of  toll  to  all  the  people  of 
the  state  could  not  be  submitted  in  con- 
nection with  the  question  of  voting  a  sub- 
scription to  the  capital  stock  of  the  rail- 
road company  to  build  a  railway. 

So,  in  Tolson  v.  St.  Tammany  Parish,  119 
La.  215,  43  So.  1011,  12  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
847,  it  was  held  that  under  a  constitutional 
provision  granting  the  general  assembly  the 
power  to  authorize  municipal  corporations 
to  1e\'y  a  special  tax  in  aid  of,  among  others, 
railway  enterprises,  the  submission  of  the 
proposition  to  aid  a  railroad  company 
which  had  agreed  to  donate  a  certain  per 
cent  to  the  school  fund  was  held  invalid  as 
contrary  to  the  rule  that  a  proposition  can- 
not be  so  coupled  with  some  other  proposi- 
tion that  the  voters  cannot  vote  upon 
either  proposition  singly. 

But  in  Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Merrick  Coun- 
ty, 3  Dill.  359,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,383,  the 
proposed  aid  to  a  railroad  company  was 
held  not  invalid  as  submitting  three  dis- 
tinct subjects,  merely  because  the  issuance 
of  the  bonds  was  conditioned  upon  the  dona- 
tion of  a  depot  within  a  specified  distance 
of  the  county  seat  and  that  a  certain  brid)^ 
should  be  so  constructed  that  it  might  be 
used  as  a    wagon  bridge. 

In  Sprinfield  &  I.  S.  E.  R.  Co.  v.  Wayne 
County,  74  III.  27,  a  proposition  submitted 
to  the  voters  of  a  township  to  donate  to  a 
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any  unonnt  not  exeeedtng;  4  per  eent  of 
such  assessed  valuation  vithout  regard  to 
the  existing  indebtedness  of  such  eity,  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  or  {mrehaaing 
waterworks  for  furnishing  •  supply  of  water 
to  the  inhabitants  of  such  eity,  or  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  sewers,  and  for  no 
other  purpose  whatever. 

The  legislative  assembly,  in  chapter  30 
of  the  Political  Code,  commencing  with  § 
2632,  Rev.  Codes  1905,  has  provided  for 
the  organization  and  incorporation  of  cities. 
Article  4  of  said  chapter,  commencing  with 
§  2678,  enumerates  the  general  powers  of 
city  councils  in  78  paragraphs  or  articles. 
Paragraph  S  gives  it  power  to  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  corporation,  for 
corporation  purposes,  and  to  issue  bonds 
therefor  in  such  amounts  and  forms,  and  on 


such  conditions,  as  it  sliall  prescribe,  and 
provides  that  no  such  city  shall  become  in- 
debted in  any  manner,  or  for  any  purpose, 
to  an  amount,  including  existing  indebted- 
ness, exceeding  6  per  cent  of  the  taxable 
property  therein.  Then  follows  the  proviso, 
contained  in  the  section  of  the  Constitution 
quoted,  relating  to  an  increase  of  such  in- 
debtedness, on  a  two-thirds  vote,  of  3  per 
cent,  and  the  further  proviso  quoted  relat- 
ing to  indebtedness  in  any  amount,  not  ex- 
ceeding 4  per  cent,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing or  purchasing  waterworlcs,  with 
the  aditional  power  to  issue  bonds  therefor, 
and  the  further  proviso  that  the  city,  before 
or  at  the  time  of  issuing  any  of  the  bonds 
mentioned,  or  incurring  the  indebtedness  for 
which  the  same  are  to  be  issued,  shall  pro- 
vide for  a  direct  annual  tax  sufficient  to  pay 


railroad  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  be  paid 
by  taxes  to  be  levied  and  collected,  and,  sec- 
ond, to  pay  the  airiount  of  the  donation  by 
the  issuing  of  township  bonds,  and  in  that 
event  tho  tax  not  to  be  levied,  was  held 
dual,  and  thus  to  prevent  the  awarding  of 
mandamus  to  compel  the  county  cleric  to 
extend  the  tax. 

Refunding  different  issues  of  bonds. 

In  Manly  v.  Pueblo  County,  46  Colo.  491, 
104  Pac.  1045,  it  was  recognized  that  a 
proposition  to  voters  to  refund  two  previ- 
ous county-bond  issues  was  not  double;  the 
court  saying  that  by  the  same  line  of  rea- 
soning it  could  be  said  that  each  of  the 
l>onds  making  up  the  old  and  the  proposed 
issue  is  a  separate  item  or  a  separate  debt, 
and  that  as  many  separate  propositions 
should  be  submitted  as  there  are,  or  will  be, 
separate  bonds. 

Combining  issuance   of  bonds  with   public 
improvements. 

In  Hamilton  v.  Detroit,  83  Minn.  119,  85 
N.  VV.  933,  a  proposition  submitted  to  the 
voters  of  a  village  for  the  establishing 
of  an  electric  light  plant  and  the  payment 
therefor  by  bonds  was  held  not  invalid  as 
embodying  two  distinct  propositions.  Hold- 
ing to  the  same  effect  are  Thompson  Hous- 
ton Electric  Co.  v.  Newton,  42  Fed.  723 
(erecting  of  electric  plant  and  issuing  bonds 
in  payment  thereof) ;  People  ex  rel.  Atty. 
Gen.  v.  Caruthers  School  Dist.  102  Cal.  184, 
36  Pac.  396  (buying  of  lot  and  building  of 
schoolhouse,  connected  with  issuance  of 
bonds  or  voting  of  tax). 

This  seems  also  to  have  been  recognized 
in  Brand  v.  Liawrenceville,  104  Ga.  486,  30 
S.  E.  954,  although  the  court  speaks  nf  the 
submission  of  the  two  propositions  at  one 
and  the  same  election. 

In  Se3rmour  v.  Tacoma,  6  Wash.  138,  32 
Pac.  1077,  it  was  recognized  that  the  adop- 
tion of  a  system  of  waterworks  and  lighting 
and  the  incurring  of  indebtedness  therefor 
need  not  be  submitted  as  separate  nueations. 

In  Hubbard  t.  Woodsum,  87  Me.  88,  32 
28  LJEUlCNJEL) 


Atl.  802,  it  was  held  that  but  one  proposi- 
tion was  contained  in  the  phrase  "to  build 
new  county  buildings  at  a  cost  not  exceed- 
ing $30,000."  The  court  said  that  the  most 
that  could  be  claimed  was  that  there  were 
two  parts  in  the  proposition,  such  two  parls 
being  but  one  whole. 

"Purchase"  and  "erection." 

In  several  cases  the  question  has  been 
raised  whether  the  submission  of  a  proposi- 
tion for  the  issuing  of  bonds  for  the  "pur- 
chase" or  "erection"  of  some  municipal  im- 
provement was  the  submission  of  two  or 
more  propositions  as  a  single  question. 
There  seems  also  to  be  some  conflict  among 
the  cases  on  this  phase  of  the  question. 

Thus  in  Leavenworth  v.  Wilson,  69  Kan. 
74,  76  Pac.  400,  2  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  367,  a 
proposition  submitted  to  the  voters  of  a 
city  to  issue  bonds  "to  purchase,  procure, 
provide,  or  contract  for  the  construction  of 
watei-works,"  was  held  dual  and  the  elec- 
tion in  consequence  thereof  void. 

So,  in  Eylria  Gas  &  Water  Co.  v.  Elyria,  57 
Ohio  St.  374,  49  N.  E.  335,  where  a  proposi- 
tion to  "purchase"  and  "erect"  waterworks 
was  held  void  as  submittiner  two  proposi- 
tions in  one,  it  was  said:  "The  power  con- 
ferred by  the  statute  on  the  council  is  to 
issue  and  sell  the  bonds  of  the  municipality 
'for  the  erection  or  purchase  of  waterworks.' 
The, two  purposes  are  entirely  distinct.  The 
purchase  of  waterworks  necessarily  implies 
that  they  have  already  been  erected,  and  are  a 
present  existing  property,  the  subject  of  sale 
and  purchase;  while  the  erection  of  water- 
works can  only  have  reference  to  their  fu- 
ture construction.  That  a  municipal  corpo- 
ration may  own  two  plants,  one  acquired  by 
purchase,  and  another  erected  by  it,  or,  afteis 
having  acquired  one  in  the  former  mode,  may, 
proceed  to  erect  a  new  plant,  is  not  ques-j 
tioned.  But  their  acquisition  by  these  two 
different  methods  require  different  proceed- 
ings. And,  it  is  the  policy  of  the  statute 
that  the  proposition  for  each  separate  im- 
provement shall  stand  on  its  own  merits, 
unaided  by  combination  with  any  other  • 
measure,  and  be  so  acted  upon  by  the  coun- 
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the  interest  on  such  debt  or  bonds  when  it 
falls  due,  and  to  pay  and  discbarge  the  prin- 
cipal when  the  same  becomes  due,  and  that 
such  provisions  shall  be  irrepealable  until 
such  debt  is  paid.  The  final  paragraph  of 
the  seetion  provides:  "Further,  that  none 
of  the  hereinbefore  mentioned  bonds  shall  be 
issued,  either  for  special  or  general  pur- 
poses, except  as  by  law  otherwise  provided, 
unless  at  an  election,  after  twenty  days'  no- 
tice in  a  newspaper  published  in  the  city 
stating  the  purpose  for  which  such  bonds  are 
to  be  issued,  and  the  amount  thereof,  the 
legal  voters  of  said  city  shall,  by  a  majority 
vote,  determine  in  favor  of  issuing  such 
bonds."  Paragraph  11  of  g  2078  gives  the 
council  power  to  provide  for  the  lighting  of 
streets,  and  to  provide  for  the  furnishing  of 


lights  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  and 
^  75,  to  purchase  and  erect,  lease,  rent,  man- 
age, and  maintain  any  system,  or  part  of 
system,  of  waterworks,  hydrants,  and  sup- 
ply of  water,  telegraphing,  fire  signals,  or 
fire  apparatus  that  may  be  of  use  in  the  pre- 
vention and  extinguishment  of  fires,  and  to 
pass  all  ordinances,  penal  or  otherwise,  that 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  full  protection, 
maintenance,  management,  and  control  of 
the  property  so  leased,  purchased,  or  erected. 

The  city  council  of  Fargo  passed,  and  the 
mayor  approved,  on  the  1st  day  of  March, 
1909,  a  resolution  as  follows: 

"Be  it  resolved,  by  the  city  council  of  the 
city  of  Fargo: 

"That,  at  the  annual  election,  for  elective 
ofScers  for  the  city  of  Fargo,  to  be  held  on 


cil  in  the  first  instance,  and  then,  if  adopted, 
be  so  submitted  for  approval  by  the  electors, 
that  each  may  be  voted  upon  as  a  separate 
measure,  uninfluenced  by  combination  with 
others." 

In  hensly  v.  Hamilton,  3  Ohio  C.  C.  201, 
«  proposition  for  the  issuance  of  bonds  for 
the  "erection"  or  "purchase"  of  gas  worlds 
was  held  dual. 

To  the  same  eff'ect  holds  Farmers'  Loan  & 
T.  Co.  V.  Sioux  Falls,  131  Fed.  890.  How- 
ever, upon  this  case  coming  before  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  appeals  in  69  C.  C.  A.  373,  136 
Fed.  721,  it  was  said:  "The  city  council  had 
the  power,  under  the  general  incorporation 
act,  to  construct  or  purchase  waterworks  in 
its  discretion,  without  submitting  the  ques- 
tion to  the  electors,  provided  it  could  do  so 
within  the  5  per  cent  limit  of  indebtedness 
fixed  by  the  Constitution  and  general  incor- 
poration act.  Because  the  city  was  indebted 
in  excess  of  the  5  per  cent  limit  would  not. 
in  ouy  judgment,  destroy  the  power  of  the 
council  to  purchase  or  construct  water- 
works. Its  only  effect  would  be  to  render 
the  power  inonerative  for  want  of  means. 
The  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  1896 
provided  a  method  of  securing  the  amount 
necessary  by  permitting  additional  indebt- 
edness to  be  incurred  for  the  special  pur- 
pose of  'providing  water  for  domestic  use.' 
It  does  not  in  any  way  limit  the  discretion 
or  power  of  the  city  council  as  to  the 
choice  of  means  by  which  the  water  sup- 
ply should  be  provided.  By  the  statute 
of  1890  cities  of  the  first  class  are  given 
power  to  incur  such  additional  indebtedness 
in  the  form  of  negotiable  bonds  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  water  for  domestic  use, 
either  by  the  construction  or  purchase  of  a 
system  of  waterworks.  The  question  was 
submitted  in  the  exact  language  of  the  stat- 
ute, and  the  sole  proposition  submitted  to  br 
voted  upon  was  whether  or  not  the  city 
should  issue  .bonds  to  the  amount  of  $210.- 
000  for  the  purpose  of  providing  water  fo' 
domestic  use.  Nothing  is  said  in  the  stat 
ute  about  submitting  to  the  electors  thr 
proposition  whether  the  city  shall  construct 
or  purchase  a  sysem  of  waterworks.  Tha' 
was  a  matter  to  be  determined  by  the  cit} 
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council,  under  the  powers  conferred  upon  it, 
and  with  which  the  electors  had  nothing  to 
do."  It  was  also  said  in  this  case  that  the 
question  was  necessarily  involved  in  the 
case  of  Wells  v.  Sioux  Falls,  16  S.  D.  547. 
94  N.  W.  425,  and  that,  like  other  proposi- 
tions noticed,  falls  within  the  rule,  that  the 
decision  of  the  highest  court  of  the  state  up- 
on questions  of  local  law  is  binding  upon  the 
Federal  court. 

In  C.  B.  Nash  Co.  v.  Council  Bluffs.  174 
Fed.  182,  it  was  held  that  under  a  statute 
conferring  power  on  cities  to  purchase,  es- 
tablish, erect,  maintain,  and  operate  a  sys- 
tem of  waterworks,  the  submission  to  the 
voters  of  a  city  of  a  proposition  to  issue 
bonds  to  "purchase  or  build"  a  system  of 
waterworks  is  a  valid  submission ;  the  court 
saying  that  the  practical  question  sub- 
mitted was  as  to  whether  there  should  or 
should  not  be  a  system  owned  by  the  city. 

In  Ryan  v.  Tuscaloosa,  155  Ala.  479,  48 
So.  638,  the  submission  of  the  question 
whether  bonds  should  be  issued  "for  the  pur- 
pose of  purchasing  or  constructing  <one  or 
both)  an  adequate  system  of  waterworks" 
was  held  not  invalid  as  a  double  proposition. 
The  court  said:  "The  Constitution  and  re- 
lated enactment  cited  before  require  the  is- 
sue of  the  bonds  to  bear  the  approval  of  the 
majority  concerned.  What  course  will  be 
pursued  in  the  application  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  bonds  to  the  ownership  of  a  water  sys- 
tem bv  the  city  is  a  matter  designed  by  the 
Constitution  and  the  act  in  question  to  be 
in  the  control  and  discretion  of  the  govern- 
ing body.  The  provisions  pertinent  merely 
require  that  the  governing  body  shall  deter- 
mine the  necessity,  in  its  judgment,  for  tha 
construction  or  purchase  of  a  water  system, 
and,  this  being  done;  the  electorate  must  be 
consulted  in  order  that  the  obligations  of 
the  city  may  be  issued.  Whether  an  elector 
will,  by  his  ballot,  approve  the  issue  of  the 
bonds,  the  proceeds  of  which  must  go  to  the 
nroviiiing  of  a  water  system,  may  be  con- 
trolled by  the  discretion,  between  two  meth- 
ods, reser\"ed  by  the  council ;  and  if  such  vo- 
ter is  unwilling  to  sanction  the  application 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  proposed  bonds  to 
either  the   construction   or   purchase   of   a 
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Monday,  the  Sth  day  of  April,  1909,  there 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  legal  voters  of  said 
city,  the  question,  whether  or  not  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  ($100,000),  or  such 
part  thereof  as  may  be  required,  in  bonds  of 
the  said  city,  in  denominations  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  ($1,000),  each,  to  mature  as 
follows,  to  wit:'  Thirty  thousand  dollars 
( $30,000 )  thereof  in  ten  years  from  date  of 
issue;  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  ($35,000) 
thereof  in  fifteen  years  from  date  of  issue 
and  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  ($35,000) 
residue  thereof  in  twenty  years  from  date  of 
issue,  and  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  4 
per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semi-annual- 
ly, shall  be  issued  by  the  said  city  of  Fargo 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  defraying  the  cost  of 
building  and  constructing  a  new  waterworks 


pumping  station,  and  installing  therein  • 
new  high  duty  pump  and  necessary  steam 
boilers  and  other  needed  machinery  and  ap- 
pliances, and  for  building,  constructing, 
and  equipping  of  a  filtration  plant  in  con- 
nection with  said  pumping  station,  and  for 
paying  such  portion  of  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing a  water  main  of  sufficient  capacity,  ex- 
tending from  the  present  location  of  the 
waterworks  pumping  station  in  Island  park 
to  the  selected  location  for  the  new  pump- 
ing station  in  block  two  (2)  of  South  park 
addition  to  the  city  of  Fargo,  over  and  above 
such  part  of  the  cost  thereof  as  can  be  as- 
sessed against  the  property  along  the  route 
of  the  said  water  main,  for  furnishing  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  city  of  Fargo  an  ade- 
quate and  pure  supply  of  water;  and  for  the 


system  of  waterworks  his  course  is  to  vote 
against  the  issue.  It  is  readily  conceivable 
that  such  a  discretion  as  we  find  indicated 
in  the  course  pursued  by  this  council,  where 
a,  system  of  waterworks  already  exists  in  a 
city,  would  be  wisely  and  in  the  public  in- 


case in  hand,  the  proposition  submitted  to 
the  voter,  was  to  increase  the  bonded  indebt- 
edness of  the  town  to  purchase  or  erect  an 
electric  light  plant.  The  same  end  was  in- 
tended to  be  accomplished,  but  in  two  differ- 
ent  ways,   to   be  determined   upon   by   the 


terest  provided,  to  the  end  that  equitable    board  of  trustees  in  the  exercise  of  their 


arrangements  might  be  made  in  the  pur 
chase  of  the  existing  system.  Reasons  might 
l>e  multiplied  to  refute  the  unsoundness  of 
the  objection  treated." 

And  so  in  State  ex  rel.  Columbia  v.  Allen, 
183  Mo.  283,  82  S.  W.  103,  it  was  held  that 
a  constitutional  provision  authorizing  cer- 
tain cities  to  purchase  or  contract  water- 
w^orks  and  electric  or  other  light  plants, 
with  the  assent  of  the  voters  thereof,  did  not 
restrict  such  cities  to  one  of  two  alterna- 
tives, requiring  them  to  submit  to  the  voters 
either  a  proposition  to  incur  indebtedness 
to  build  and  construct  a  new  system,  or  a 
proposition  simply  to  buy  an  existing  sys- 
tem, and  therefore  a  proposition  submitted 
to  the  voters  to  issue  bonds  for  the  purpose 
of  acquiring  by  purchase  and  construction  a 
waterworks  and  electric  light  plant  was  not 
invalid;  since,  as  the  court  said,  the  propo- 
sition was  one  only,  that  is  to  buy  the  old 
waterworks  and  electric  plant  and  improve 
them,  and  this  is  especially  so  in  view  of  a 
statute  providing  that  the  city  council  of 
any  city  shall  have  power  to  erect  or  to  ac- 
quire by  "purchase  or  otherwise"  water- 
works, etc. 

In  State  ex  rel.  Canton  v.  Allen,  178  Mo. 
555,  77  S.  W.  868,  the  proposition  submitted 
was  in  effect  the  issuing  of  bonds  "for  the 
purpose  of  constructing,  maintaining,  and 
operating  or  purchasing  an  electric  light 
plant."  It  was  contended  that  there  were 
submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people  two 
propositions,  one  to  increase  the  debt  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing,  maintaining,  and 
operating  'an  electric  light  plant  already  in 
the  town.  The  court,  however,  in  distin- 
guishing lIcBryde  v.  Montesano,  7  Wash. 
69,  34  Pac.  5.59,  supra,  said:  "There  is  a 
marked  distinction  between  that  case  and 
the  one  at  bar.  in  this; — in  that  case  there 
were  clearly  two  distinct  propositions,  hav- 
ing different  objects  in  view  while  in  the 
26  L.RA.(N.S.)  43 


discretion.  The  proposition  submitted  to 
the  voters  was  the  exact  proposition  that 
they  were  o«lled  upon  to  decide,  and  in  a 
way  that  could  not  mislead  any  one,  and, 
while  it  is  in  all  probability  true  that  some 
of  the  voters  might  have  wished  to  vote  for 
the  erection  of  the  plant,  and  others  to  pur- 
chase a  plant  already  erected,  and  they  did 
not  have  the  chance  to  express  their  views 
in  this  regard,  we  do  not  think  that  such 
fact  invalidates  the  election  that  was  held, 
or  the  bonds  that  were  issued  by  the  town 
in  pursuance  thereof." 

Charter  amendments. 

In  State  ex  rel.  Lowman  &  H.  Stationery 
&  Printing  Co.  v.  Riplinger,  30  Wash.  281, 
70  Pac.  748,  it  was  held  that  the  fact  that  a 
charter  amendment  consisting  of  seven  sec- 
tions was  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people 
as  one  proposition  instead  of  as  seven  would 
not  invalidate  the  submission,  under  a  char- 
ter regulation  providing  "that  if  more  than 
one  amendment  be  submitted  at  the  same 
general  election  the  same  shall  be  submitted 
at  such  election  in  such  manner  that  each 
proposed  amendment  may  be  voted  on  sepa- 
rately without  prejudice  to  the  others," 
where  it  was  plainly  the  intention  that  the 
new  provisions  should  be  substituted  as  a 
whole  for  the  old  provisions. 

In  Eugene  v.  Willamette  Valley  Co.  52 
Or.  490,  97  Pac.  817,  a  certain  section  of  the 
city  charter  authorized  the  issuance  to  cer- 
tain amounts  of  sewer  bonds,  waterworks 
bonds,  electric  light  bonds,  and  gaslight 
bonds.  A  proposed  amendment  eliminated 
the  electric  light  bonds  and  gaslight  bonds, 
a'nd  increased  the  amount  of  water  bonds. 
Another  section  of  the  charter  as  originally 
enacted  empowered  the  council  to  levy  and 
collect  a  special  tax  on  all  taxable  property 
to  pay   the   interest   on   the  securities   au- 
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purpose  of  installing  an  electric  light  plant 
in  connection  with  the  said  pumping  station 
for  furnishing  street  and  other  lights  and 
power. 

"That  the  city  auditor  be,  and  is  hereby, 
directed  to  have  printed  on  the  regular  bal- 
lots for  such  annual  election  the  following: 
'For  issuing  bondii  for  waterworks,  filtra- 
tion, and  electric  light  plants  and  exten- 
sions,' and  'against  issuing  bonds  for  water- 
works, filtration,  and  electric  light  plants 
and  extensions.' 

"That  the  city  auditor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  give  legal  notice  that  such  ques- 
tion will  be  submitted  to  the  legal  voters  of 
the  said  city  of  Fargo  at  such  annual  elec- 
tion, by  publication  of  this  resolution  in  the 
official  newspaper  of  the  city  of  Fargo  and 
in  the  other  daily  newspapers  of  the  said 
city,  for  twenty  days  next  preceding  th'e  said 
election,  as  required  by  law." 

And  the  city  auditor,  in  the  notice  for  the 
annual  election  of  the  city  of  Fargo,  includ- 
ed the  following  notice: 

"Xotice  is  hereby  given  that  the  annual 
election  in  and  for  the  city  of  Fargo,  Cass 
county.  North  Dakota,  will  be  held  on  Mon- 
day, the  fifth  day  of  April,  1900,  at  the  fol- 
lowing polling  places  in  the  several  wards  of 
the  city,  to  wit:     .     .    . 

"Said  election  will  be  held  for  the  election 
of  one  alderman  in  each  of  the  seven  wards 
of  the  city,  and  there  will  also  be  presented 
to  the  electors  of  the  city  for  their  votes  the 
proposition  of  the  issue  by  the  city,  of  $100,- 
000  4  per  cent  bonds,  or  such  part  thereof 
as  may  be  required,  for  the  construction 
of  a  new  waterworks  pumping  station  and 
filtration  plant,  etc.,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
installing  an  electric  lighting  plant  in  con- 
nection with  said  pumping  station,  which 
proposition  is  more  fully  set  forth  in  a  cer- 
tified copy  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 


city  council,  which  is  published  elsewhere 
in  this  issue  of  this  newspaper." 

The  question  so  submitted  received  more 
than  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  on  the  sub- 
ject of  bonds  at  such  election,  and  thereafter 
the  city  council  passed,  and  the  mayor  ap- 
proved, an  ordinance  providing  for  the  is- 
suance of  such  bonds.  The  ballot  contained 
the  question,  "Shall  the  city  of  Fargo  issue 
$100,000  or  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  re- 
quired, in  bonds  of  said  city?" — reciting  the 
denominations,  dates  of  payment,  rate  of 
interest,  and  the  purposes  stated  in  the  reio- 
lution.  The  appellant  brought  this  action, 
setting  out  these  facts,  and  asking  that  all 
the  proceedings  relating  to  such  bond  issue, 
including  the  tax  levy  which  was  provided 
for  in  the  ordinance  mentioned,  be  adjudged 
null  and  void,  and  for  an  order  enjoining 
and  restraining  the  mayor  and  auditor  from 
executing  or  delivering  any  of  the  proposed 
bonds,  and  the  auditor  from  certifying  the 
proposed  tax  levy  to  the  county  auditor. 
The  respondents,  the  city  of  Fargo,  the 
mayor,  and  auditor,  interposed  a  general 
demurrer  to  the  appellant's  complaint.  The 
trial  court  sustained  such  demurrer,  and 
plaintiff  appeals  from  the  order  sustain- 
ing it 

Three  questions  are  presented  for  our  con- 
sideration by  this  appeal :  ( 1 )  That  the  no- 
tice of  election  does  not  specify  tlie  pat- 
pose  for  which  the  bonds  are  to  be  issued: 

(2)  that  the  notice  of  election  does  not  state 
the  amount  of  bonds  that  are  to  be  issued: 

(3)  that,  by  reason  of  the  constitutional  and 
statutory  provisions  heretofore  quoted,  pro- 
viding for  the  issuance  of  bonds  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  4  per  cent  of  the  as- 
sessed valuation,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing or  purchasing  waterworks  or  con- 
structing sewers,  and  for  no  other  purpose 
whatever,  and  to  issue  bonds  therefor,  the 


thorized,  and  to  provide  at  the  same  time 
a  sinking  fund  with  which  to  pay  the  princi- 
pal of  such  bonds  at  maturity.  A  proposed 
amendment  made  no  substantial  change  in 
the  manner  prescribed  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  and  principal  of  the  sewer  bonds, 
and  provided  generally  for  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  income  derived  from  the  water 
plant.  The  court,  in  holding  that  the  sub- 
mission of  the  amendments  to  the  voters  of 
the  city  did  not  involve  the  writing  of  two 
distinct  propositions,  said:  "An  examina- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  amended  section  re- 
lating to  .the  sewer  bonds,  as  hereinbefore 
quoted,  will  show  that  no  substantial  change 
is  made  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  accruing  thereon 
and  of  the  principal  thereof;  and  hence  the 
later  law  is  a  re-enactment,  and  not  an 
amendment  in  this  particular.  All  reference 
to  the  sewer  bonds  being  thus  excluded,  it 
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will  be  remembered  that  the  remaining  part 
of  §  112  of  the  charter,  as  amended,  provides 
generally  that,  from  the  income  derived 
from  the  water  plant,  disbursement  is  to  be 
made  of  the  reasonable  expense  incurred  in 
operation  and  repairs,  payment  of  the  in- 
terest accruing,  and  of  the  costs  of  makin<; 
extensions  to  and  improvements  of  the  sys- 
tem, and  annually  to  set  aside  2}  per  cent 
of  such  revenue  for  forty  years  as  a  sinking 
fund  for  the  payment  of  the  securities  at 
their  maturity.  The  clauses  thus  remain- 
ing are  germane  to,  and  might  properly  have 
been  incorporated  in,  §  108  of  the  charter  as 
amended,  which  change  having  authori»d 
the  purchase  of  a  waterworks  system,  if  »<» 
provision  had  been  made  for  the  payment 
thereof,  would  have  caused  the  act  to  be  in- 
operative. An  afRrmativc  vote  for  §  1**8 
necessitated  a  ballot  in  favor  of  the  adop- 
tion of  S  112  as  amended." 
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propoaition  to  issue  bonds  for  the  construc- 
tion of  waterworks  may  not  properly  be 
coupled  with  a  proposition  to  install  an 
electric  light  plant. 

We  shall  consider  the  first  and  third  of 
these  propositions  together.  Preliminary  to 
the  consideration  of  these  objections,  we  may 
Hay  that  it  is  well  settled  that  incorporated 
cities  hare  only  the  following  powers:  (1) 
Those  granted  in  express  words;  (2)  those 
necessarily  implied  or  incident  to  the  powers 
expressly  granted;  (3)  those  essential  to 
the  declared  objects  and  purposes  of  the 
corporation, — not  simply  convenient,  but 
iadispensable ;  (4)  that  doubtful  claims  of 
power,  or  doubt  or  ambiguity  in  the  terms 
used  by  the  legislature,  are  resolved  against 
the  corporation.  Voss  v.  Waterloo  Water 
Co.  163  Ind.  69,  66  L.R.A.  96,  106  Am.  St. 
Rep.  201,  71  X.  E.  208,  2  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
978,  and  cases  cited.  Champaign  v.  Har- 
mon, 98  III.  491 ;  Thomson  v.  Lee  County,  3 
Wall.  327,  18  L.  ed.  177;  Mintum  t.  Larue, 
23  How.  435,  16  L.  ed.  674.  It  may  also  be 
stated  aa  a  rule  that,  in  considering  the 
legality  of  a  proposed  bond  issue  by  a  city, 
courts  construe  the  Constitution  and  stat- 
utes more  strictly  than  they  are  construed 
in  determining  the  validity  of  bonds  already 
iMued  and  disposed  of.  21  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  pp.  33,  45. 

1.  Neither  the  resolution  authorizing  the 
election,  nor  the  notice  published  by  the 
auditor,  states  the  amount  of  the  proposed 
bond  issue.  The  language  is  "9100,000  or 
ench  part  thereof  as  may  be  required."  The 
members  of  this  court  are  agreed  that  this 
failure  to  state  the  amount  of  bonds  which 
it  was  proposed  to  issue  invalidates  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  statute  requires  the  notice  to 
state  the  amount  of  the  proposed  issue  of 
bonds.  The  issuance  of  this  notice  by  the 
auditor  is  a  ministerial  act,  and  he  derives 
his  authority  in  the  premises  from  the  ac- 
tion of  the  city  council,  and  we  conclude  that 
it  is  essential  to  the  legality  of  the  proceed- 
ings that  both  the  resolution  of  the  council 
and  the  notice  of  election  state  definitely  the 
amount  of  bonds  for  and  against  which  the 
vote  is  to  be  taken.  Without  such  statement 
the  question  is  not  fairly  presented  to  the 
electors.  They  are  entitled  to  know  definite- 
ly what  is  proposed  in  the  way  of  increasing 
the  indebtedness  of  the  city.  Under  the  no- 
tice published,  based  on  the  resolution  of  the 
council,  that  body  may  decide  to  issue  any 
part  of  the  $100,000  in  bonds.  The  elector 
may  desire  to  oppose  the  proposition  if  the 
amount  so  stated  definitely  were  larger  or 
Soulier.  The  proceedings  are  admitted  to  be 
taken  under  a  statute  vesting  an  express 
power  in  the  council.  Its  only  power  to  is- 
•ue  bonds  is  derived  from  the  statute,  and 
any  condition  which  the  statute  imposes 
26  L.ItA.(N.S.) 


precedent  must  be  complied  with  fairly  and 
substantially,  and  the  voters  are  not  empow- 
ered to  delegate  the  power  to  fix  the 
amount  of  the  issue,  which  belongs  to  them, 
to  the  city  council.  In  State  ex  rel.  Schultze 
▼.  Manchester  Twp.  61  N.  J.  L.  513,  40 
Atl.  589,  an  election  having  been  held  at 
which  it  was  voted  to  authorize  the  town- 
ship committee  to  issue  bonds  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  $5,000,  under  a  statute,  in 
effect,  like  ours,  the  court  held  that  the 
failure  to  specify  the  amount  to  be  issued 
was  a  fatal  defect,  and  that  no  such  reso- 
lution, with  discretionary  power  to  the 
township  committee  as  to  the  amount  to  be 
issued,  could  be  legally  submitted,  or  be  of 
any  effectiveness  if  submitted  and  adopted; 
and  the  court,  among  other  things,  says: 
"The  resolution  clearly  is  not  one  provided 
by  the  statute  to  be  submitted  to  the  legal 
voters.  The  voters  were  to  determine  the 
amount  by  voting  for  a  resolution  definitely 
fixing  the  amount,  or  defeat  any  issue  of 
Jbonds  by  voting  against  it.  They  were  not 
to  be  called  to  delegate  the  power  to  the 
township  committee  to  issue,  in  their  discre- 
tion, bonds  to  the  amount  of  $600  or  $5,000. 
Under  this  statute  no  such  discretionary 
power  could  be  vested  in  the  township  com- 
mittee. The  authorities  fully  bear  out  this 
proposition  that,  when  such  power  exists, 
under  the  statute,  in  the  legal  voters  to  or- 
der any  issue  of  bonds  to  a  certain  fixed 
amount,  that  power  cannot  be  delegated  to 
another  body.  The  power  was  vested  here 
solely  in  the  voters,  and  they  could  not,  as 
they  did,  by  voting  upon  this  resolution 
submitted  to  them,  under  the  statute,  for 
their  determination,  delegate  the  power  to 
the  township  committee  of  exercising  a  dis- 
cretion as  to  the  amount.  After  the  elec- 
tion, upon  a  proper  resolution,  the  action  of 
the  township  committee  could  only  be  min- 
isterial as  far  as  the  amount  to  be  issued 
was  involved," — and  cites  many  authori- 
ties in  support  of  its  conclusion. 

In  State  ex  rel.  Lexington  &  St.  L.  R. 
Co.  V.  Saline  County  Ct.  45  Mo.  242,  the 
supreme  court  of  Missouri  passed  upon  this 
question.  A  law  authorized  the  court  to 
subscribe  stock  in  a  railway  company,  but 
provided  that  the  subscription  should  not 
be  made  unless  a  majority  of  the  taxpayers 
should  vote  for  it,  specifying  the  amount. 
The  court,  in  submitting  the  question,  called 
on  the  electors  to  vote  for  or  against  an 
amount  not  exceeding  $70,000.  The  court 
held  that  no  amount  was  specified  by  the 
vote;  that  the  question  submitted  left  the 
precise  amount  undetermined.  To  the  same 
effect,  see  Dawson  v.  Dawson  Waterworks 
Co.  100  Ga.  696,  32  S.  E.  907,  and  Hills- 
borough County  V.  Henderson.  45  Fla.  366, 
33  So.  907.    In  the  latter  case  the  law  pro- 
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Tided  that  the  resolution  submitting  the 
question  of  issuing  bonds  to  a  vote  should 
determine  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid 
on  the  bonds.  The  resolution  submitted 
provided  for  a  rate  of  interest  of  not 
more  than  4  per  cent  per  annum.  The 
«ourt  held  that  this  was  not  a  substantial 
compliance  with  the  statute,  and  that  the 
fact  that  the  proposition  was  carried  by  pop- 
ular vote  did  not  cure  the  defect,  and  that 
the  statute  had  vested  the  board  with  no 
authority  to  ask  a  waiver  by  the  voters.  The 
court  says:  "If  the  board  can  lawfully  re- 
serve for  future  determination  by  itself  the 
interest  which  the  bonds  shall  bear,  so  can  it 
reserve  any  or  all  of  the  other  matters  re- 
quired to  be  fixed  in  the  resolution  which  it 
submits  for  ratification."  See  authorities 
cited  in  opinion.  It  may  be  added  that  the 
Florida  court  meets  some  of  the  arguments 
in  favor  of  the  validity  of  the  bonds  by 
statements  which  are  appropos  in  the  case 
at  bar.  It  held  that  while  the  maximum  rate 
of  interest  permitted  by  the  resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  bonds  was  so  low  that  it  was 
possible  that  the  form  of  the  resolution  in 
stating  4  per  cent  as  the  limit,  rather  than 
as  a  fixed  rate  of  interest,  did  not  materially 
affect  the  election;  that  this,  however,  was 
mere  matter  of  conjecture,  and  did  not  af- 
fect the  law  of  the  case;  that  the  fixing  of 
a  maximum  rate  implies  the  possibility  of 
issuing  the  bonds  at  a  lesser  rate;  and  that, 
in  principle,  there  was  no  difference  between 
that  resolution  and  one  fixing  a  greater  max- 
imum rate,  with  a  correspondingly  greater 
range  of  discretion  in  determining  that  to  be 
adopted.  The  bonds  have  not  been  issued. 
The  rights  of  no  purchaser  for  value  are 
involved,  and  none  of  those  considerations 
exist  which  compel  courts  to  overlook  irregu- 
larities in  the  endeavor  to  protect  such  pur- 
chasers. 

In  Smith  v.  Dublin,  113  Ga.  833,  39  S.  E. 
327,  an  election,  at  which  was  submitted 
the  question  of  issuing  bonds  in  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  $25,000,  not  more  than  $20,- 
000  of  the  amount  realized  therefrom  to  be 
used  for  building  a  schoolhouse,  and  not 
more  than  $5,000  for  enlarging  the  light  and 
water  plant  of  the  city,  and  the  surplus,  if 
any,  to  be  used  in  such  manner  as  the  mayor 
and  council  might  see  fit,  was  held  invalid 
because  not  meeting  the  legal  requirement 
that  a  notice  of  this  character  should  specify 
the  amount  of  bonds  about  to  be  issued,  and 
for  what  purpose.  The  court  held  that  the 
notice  neither  stated  the  amount  nor  the 
purpose. 

Among  the  reasons  for  requiring  the 
amount  and  other  particulars  to  be  stated  in 
the  resolution  and  notice,  and  particularly 
in  the  notice,  may  be  mentioned  that  it  is 
from  such  notice  and  resolution  that  both 
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the  taxpayers  and  voters  derive  their  knowl- 
edge that  the  election  is  to  be  held  on  the 
question  of  issuing  bonds,  and  they  are  en- 
titled to  such  information  on  the  subject,  in- 
cluding a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the 
proposed  issue,  as  will  enable  them  to  consid- 
er, weigh,  and  discuss  the  merits  of  the  prop- 
osition, and  to  avail  themselves  of  the  op- 
portunity BO  given  to  acquire  information, 
not  only  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  proposed 
expenditure,  but  as  to  the  amount  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  plans  of  the  council  and  to 
accomplish  the  purpose  sought.  It  is  per- 
fectly clear  that,  in  the  absence  of  at  least 
as  specific  information  as  is  required  by  the 
statute,  complete  opportunity  is  not  afforded 
those  interested  to  so  investigate  the  various 
questions  as  to  enable  them  to  vote  intelli- 
gently. Other  authorities  might  be  cited  in 
support  of  our  conclusion,  but  we  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  cite  them.  Our  attention  is 
called  to  only  one  authority  apparently 
holding  to  the  contrary.  In  Chicago,  B.  A 
Q.  R.  Co.  V.  Wilber,  63  Neb.  624,  88  N.  W. 
661,  the  supreme  court  of  Nebraska  held 
that  a  similar  submission  of  the  statement 
of  the  amount  was  sufficient.  Respondent 
seems  to  rest  its  case,  as  relates  to  this 
point,  on  that  authority,  but  the  court  of 
Nebraska  expressly  states  in  the  opinion 
that  it  has  been  unable  to  find  any  law  of 
that  state  requiring  a  specific  amount  to  be 
stated.  We  find  some  other  authorities  to 
the  same  effect,  but  on  examination  it  ap- 
pears that  they  are,  like  the  Nebraska  case, 
based  upon  statutes  which  do  not  require 
the  amount  to  be  stated. 

2.  Our  decision  might  rest  upon  our  con- 
clusion on  the  preceding  point,  but  other 
questions  have  been  raised;  and,  inasmuch 
as  the  city  of  Fargo  will  likely  hold  another 
election  on  the  subject,  and  will  not  wish  to 
proceed  in  the  dark  as  to  such  questions,  we 
will  consider  and  pass  upon  them.  We  do 
so  for  the  further  reason  that  the  state  is 
interested  in  having  these  questions  set  at 
rest.  The  board  of  university  and  school 
lands  desires  to  purchase  any  bonds  issued 
by  the  city  of  Fargo,  and  is  in  the  market 
for  bonds  issued  by  other  municipalities  in 
this  state;  and,  at  its  request,  through  the 
governor,  the  attorney  general  appeared  iii 
the  case,  made  an  argument,  and  submitted 
a  brief. 

With  respect  to  the  resolution  and  notice 
calling  for  the  issuance  of  bonds  for  the 
double  purpose,  namely,  waterworks  and 
electric  light  plant,  and  requiring  a  vote  on 
the  two  subjects  in  one,  and  that  this  is  not 
submitting  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  permit 
the  voter  to  vote  for  or  against  either  propo- 
sition independently  of  the  other,  the  author- 
ities  are  in  apparent  conflict.  In  view  of 
this  fact,  and  of  the  further  fact  that  the 
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bonds  have  not  been  issued,  and  that  it  is 
more  important  that  a  safe  rule  should  be 
announced  by  this  court  for  the  guidance  of 
municipalities  in  submitting  such  questions 
than  that  either  line  of  authorities. should  be 
followed,  we  feel  at  liberty  to  adopt  that 
rule,  based  upon  those  principles  which,  to 
us,  appear  most  nearly  in  consonance  with 
the  statute,  the  spirit  of  our  institutions, 
and  which  will  best  protect  the  Toter  in  the 
exercise  of  his  franchise  and  the  municipal- 
ity against  possible  fraud.  The  authorities 
are  nearly  unanimous  to  the  effect  that  a 
proceeding  by  which  two  questions  are  sub- 
mitted, when  such  questions  or  their  sub- 
jects and  purposes  are  not  naturally  related 
or  connected,  is  invalid,  and  renders  any 
election  at  which  such  questions  have  been 
so  submitted  invalid.  21  Am.  ft  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  p.  47;  State  ex  rel.  Bethany  v.  Allen, 
186  Mo.  673,  85  S.  W.  631;  People  ex  rel. 
Peoria  ft  O.  R.  Co.  ▼.  Tazewell  County,  22 
III.  147;  Williams  t.  People,  132  111.  674, 
24  N.  E.  647;  Fulton  County  v.  Mississippi  ft 
W  R.  Co.  21  111.  338;  Hempstead  v.  Sey- 
mour, 34  Misc.  92,  69  N.  Y.  Supp.  462; 
North  Tonawanda  v.  Western  Transp.  Co. 
16  Abb.  Pr.  N.  8.  297;  Denver  v.  Hayes,  28 
Colo.  110,  63  Pac.  311 ;  People  ex  rel.  Kern 
County  V.  Baker,  83  Cat.  149,  23  Pac.  364, 
1112;  McBryde  v.  Montesano,  7  Wash.  69, 
34  Pac.  659;  Cain  v.  Smith,  117  Ga.  902,  44 
S.  E.  5;  Leavenworth  v.  Wilson,  69  Kan.  74, 
76  Pac.  400,  2  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  367;  Truel- 
sen  v.  Duluth,  61  Minn.  48,  63  N.  W.  714; 
Gray  v.  Mount,  45  Iowa,  501 ;  Elyria  Gas  & 
Water  Co.  v.  Elyria,  67  Ohio  St.  374,  49  N. 
E.  335;  Farmers'  Loan  ft  T.  Co.  v.  Sioux 
Falls,  (C.  C.)  131  Fed.  890,— are  all  square- 
ly to  the  effect  that  the  submission  of  double 
questions  in  such  a  manner  as  to  require 
a  vote  for  or  against  both  is  illegal.  We 
shall  not  take  the  space  to  review  these  au- 
thorities at  length,  or  the  reasons  which  the 
several  courts  advance  in  support  of  their 
conclusions.  All  the  reasons  given  by  them 
are  applicable  in  the  case  at  bar. 

The  contention  in  the  case  at  bar  is  that, 
because  the  resolution  and  notice  read,  "and 
for  the  purpose  of  installing  of  an  electric 
light  plant  in  connection  with  the  said 
pumping  station  for  furnishing  street  and 
other  lights  and  power,"  they  present  only 
a  single  question  or  purpose,  and  do  not 
come  within  the  rule  laid  down  in  most  of 
the  authorities  referred  to  above.  It  is  con- 
tended that  the  two  purposes  or  objects, 
namely,  a  pumping  station  and  electric  light 
plant,  are  made  one  by  the  use  of  the  phrase 
"in  connection."  No  serious  contention  is 
made  that  without  the  use  of  such  words 
an  electric  light  plant  and  waterworks  or 
pumping  station  would  be  separate  and  dis- 
tinct from  each  other.  It  appears  to  us  that 
26  L.IL&.(N.S.) 


subjects  which  are  so  different,  and  whico 
have  no  natural  or  necessary  connection, 
cannot  be  made  one,  and  the  law  and  the 
reasoning  of  the  courts  evaded  by  a  play 
upon  words.  A  verbal  joining  does  not  con- 
nect them  in  fact,  when  they  are  connected 
neither  naturally  nor  by  statute.  It  is  con> 
tended  that  the  city  will  be  enabled  to  econo- 
mize in  its  proposed  enterprise  by  connect- 
ing the  two;  that  they  may  be  placed  under 
the  same  roof;  that  the  same  boilers  may  be 
used  for  pumping  and  furnishing  light;  or 
that,  if  electricity  is  procured  from  private 
parties  and  transmitted  to  the  plants,  it 
may  be  used  for  power  for  the  pumping  sta- 
tion. Courts  are  frequently  required  to  an- 
nounce general  principles  and  rules  in  con- 
struing statutes,  and  for  the  guidance  of 
municipalities  as  well  as  private  parties. 
When  the  meaning  of  the  statute  is  doubt- 
ful, so  either  of  two  constructions  may 
t>e  adopted,  it  is  the  duty  of  courts  to  fol- 
low those  which  to  them  seem  to  be  the  best 
reasons,  and  those  best  calculated  to  protect 
the  public  against  fraud  and  imposition,  and 
which  will  best  promote  the  general  welfare. 
Any  such  general  rule  may,  in  individual 
cases,  work  hardship,  but  even  so,  this  fact 
does  not  militate  against  the  wisdom  of  well- 
established  rules  of  construction.  We  have 
no  doubt  that  in  the  present  instance  it 
might  be  a  little  more  convenient  for  the  au- 
thorities of  the  city  of  Fargo  to  lump  the  ex- 
penditures necessary  for  the  construction  of 
the  two  plants,  and  in  some  measure  com- 
bine them,  without  separating  their  esti- 
mates or  determining  in  advance  the  approx- 
imate amoimt  necessary  to  invest  in  each 
project,  in  other  words,  if  not  proceeding  by 
guess  itself,  permitting  the  voters  to  do  so; 
but,  even  if  they  are  built  in  connection,  even 
if  the  words  "in  connection"  are  considered 
to  mean  something  more  than  a  mere  nomi- 
nal connection,  we  see  no  serious  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  determining  beforehand,  at  least 
approximately,  how  much  it  is  necessary  to 
provide  for  investing  in  each  separate  en- 
terprise. After  that  is  done,  and  the  ques- 
tions are  submitted  to  the  voters  and  ap- 
proved, there  is  ample  time  for  the  council 
to  determine  whether  the  projects  shall  be 
united  or  separated,  and  without  any  materi- 
al prejudice  to  the  city  or  its  inhabitants. 
Among  the  reasons  why  both  propositions 
should  not  be  submitted  to  a  single  vote  are 
that  our  whole  election  system,  whether  it 
relates  to  candidates  or  public  improvements 
or  works,  is  built  up  and  founded  on  the 
fundamental  principle  that  every  elector 
shall  be  given  the  opportunity  to  vote  for  or 
against  any  candidate,  or  any  proposition, 
independent  of  and  separate  from  his  vote 
for  or  against  any  other  candidate  or  propo- 
sition.   No  one  would  seriously  argue  that 
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an  election  was  fair  whicli  only  admitted  of 
the  voter  voting  for  or  against  all  the  candi- 
dates on  any  one  party  ticket,  and  inclosing 
all  the  names  on  one  party  ticket  in  a 
bracket  would  not  make  such  a  proceeding 
valid.  It  is  equally  important  that  the 
voter  be  given  the  same  opportunity  in  vot- 
ing on  question  not  relating  to  candidates. 
If  two  propositions  can  be  joined  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  voter  must  vote  for  or 
against  both,  it  admits  of  the  submission  of 
a  question  devoid  of  merit  in  connection 
with  one  for  which  there  is  a  pressing  de- 
mand, and  of  a  weak  proposition  being  car- 
ried on  the  strength  of  a  worthy  one. 

In  the  case  at  bar  no  quesion  is  made  as 
to  good  faith  or  the  merits  of  either  proposi- 
tion. It  is  no  part  of  the  province  of  this 
court  to  determine  the  merits,  but  it  can 
readily  be  seen  that  some  voters  may  feel 
that  an  urgent  necessity  exists  for  an  im- 
proved water  system,  and  little  or  none  for 
an  electric  light  plant,  or  vice  versa.  Some 
voters  may  think  and  feel  that  increasing 
the  indebtedness  for  the  construction  of  a 
pumping  plant  and  filtration  system,  which 
are  naturally  connected,  is  the  only  burden 
which  should  be,  at  the  present,  added  to 
those  already  being  carried  by  the  taxpayer. 
We  have  no  doubt  that  most  of  the  residents 
of  Fargo  feel  that  some  method  of  flltrfttion 
and  improvements  in  the  water  system  are 
almost  questions  of  life  and  death,  but,  if  so, 
this  only  emphasizes  the  wisdom  and  neces- 
sity of  submitting  the  questions  separately. 
The  statute  requires  the  notice  to  state  the 
purpose  for  which  the  bonds  are  to  be  is- 
sued. We  have  no  doubt  that  a  pumping 
station  and  a  filter  each  constitute  part  of 
one  purpose,  and  an  "electric  light  plant" 
another  purpose;  but,  even  if  they  are  not 
technically  two  purposes,  the  snine  reasons 
are  still  applicable,  and  their  force  is  not 
diminished.  The  question  is,  not  one  of 
connecting  by  words,  but  identity  of  pur- 
pose, or  can  one  naturally  be  operated  with- 
out the  other  T  We  are  satisfied  that  the 
legislative  intent  was  to  separate  those  en- 
terprises or  purposes.  This  is  partially  ap- 
parent from  the  fact  that  they  are,  as  we 
have  before  indicated,  authorized  by  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  paragraphs  of  the  section 
of  the  Code  defining  the  powers  of  city  coun- 
cils, and  were  enacted  at  different  sessions  of 
the  legislature,  and  that  the  power  of  the 
council  relating  to  waterworks  is  far  broad- 
er than  its  power  relating  to  lighting.  See 
Rev.  Codes,  1905,  H  11  A,  75,  §  2678.  Moat 
of  the  authorities  cited  by  respondent  sup- 
porting the  order  of  the  trial  court  are 
based  upon  statutes  which  in  terms  connect 
the  two  subjects,  or  the  courts,  as  shown  by 
their  opinions,  gave  it  little  or  no  consider- 
ation. 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


In  Woodbridge  v.  Dulutb,  67  Minn.  tX, 
S9  N.  W.  296,  the  city  charter  provided  for 
water  and  light  bonds,  and  the  question  don 
not  appear  to  have  been  raised  as  to  whetli- 
er  they  could  be  combined.  The  same  is  troe 
of  State  'ex  rel.  Ferguson  v.  Caffery,  49 
La.  Ann.  1152,  22  So.  756.  Coleman  t. 
Eutaw,  157  Ala.  327,  47  So.  703,  appears 
to  be  in  point,  but  an  examination  dis- 
closes that  the  subjects  are  connected  bv 
statute.  This  is  conceded  by  respondeat 
It  is  therefore  not  an  authority.  In  Ellin- 
wood  T.  Reedsburg,  01  Wis.  131,  64  K.  W. 
885,  it  was  held  that  the  city  bad  the 
right  to  issue  bonds  for  water  and  light 
plants,  but  the  question  of  combining  was 
not  raised,  and  the  court  was  passing  upos 
a  far  more  comprehensive  statute  than  oar 
own.  In  Heilbron  t.  Cuthbert,  96  Ga.  312, 
23  S.  E.  206,  we  find  no  discussion  of  the 
point.  People  ex  rel.  Mariposa  County  t. 
Counts,  89  Cal.  IS,  26  Pae.  612,  is  not  an 
authority.  The  bonds  were  for  the  construc- 
tion of  two  highways,  but  they  both  united 
with  another,  and  therefore  the  question 
presented  related  to  a  single  purpose,  that 
of  making'  a  continuous  highway.  Linn  T. 
Omaha,  76  Neb.  552,  107  N.  W.  983,  holds 
an  issue  of  bonds  legal  for  building  separate 
engine  houses  and  buying  sites,  but  this 
only  presents  one  purpose.  The  North  Tont- 
wanda  and  Hempstead  Cases,  supra,  are  di- 
rectly in  point.  In  the  former  the  principle 
is  announced  that  there  must  be  a  necessary 
connection  between  the  different  objects  to 
make  their  submission  to  a  single  vote  legal. 
In  the  latter  case  the  court  lays  much  em- 
phasis upon  the  fact  that  the  subjects  of 
waterworks  and  lighting  system  were  dealt 
with  in  the  statute  separately,  and  the  court 
says:  "To  join  in  the  resolution  two  or 
more  objects  interwoven  by  words,  so  thst 
they  cannot  be  acted  upon  separately,  com- 
pels the  taxpayer  to  vote  for  or  against 
both,  although  he  might  be  in  favor  of  one 
and  opposed  to  the  other.  He  is  thus  de- 
prived of  his  freedom  of  choice," — ^and  holds 
that  waterworks  and  a  lighting  system  are 
not  related  of  necessity,  and  that,  without 
a  separate  specification  of  the  amount  to 
be  applied  to  each,  the  resolution  submit- 
ting the  question  of  issuing  bonds  for  water- 
works and  a  lighting  system  was  indefinite 
as  to  purpose,  and  at  variance  with  both 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  statute,  which 
required  the  ordinance,  or  the  resolution  un- 
der which  it  was  proposed,  to  eontract  a 
debt  tor  village  improvements,  to  specify 
the  particular  improvement  to  be  made  and 
the  amount  to  be  raised  therefor. 

In  the  Leavenworth  Case,  supra,  the  Kan- 
sas court  says:  "The  statute  reserves  a 
large  and  clearly  defined  discretion  is  th« 
matter  to  the  people  themselves.    Ko  plan 
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involring  the  issuing  of  bonds  can  b«  car- 
ried out  witliout  their  sanction.  Even 
though  the  mayor  and  council  may  contract, 
they  cannot  pay  hy  mcana  of  bonds  unless 
the  people  approve.  Every  arrangement  for 
indebtedness  which  the  mayor  and  council 
may  malce  involving  city  bonds  must  in- 
clude an  appeal  to  the  ballot  box,  and  must 
fail  if  the  ballot  box  be  found  to  contain  a 
majority  of  adverse  votes.  This  discretion 
of  the  taxpayer  the  mayor  and  council  can- 
not exercise  and  cannot  control.  Since, 
therefore,  no  bonds  may  be  issued  for  any 
purpose,  or  for  any  set  of  purposes,  unless 
the  people  be  consulted  and  give  their  con- 
sent, every  voter  must  have  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity to  register  an  intelligent  expression 
of  his  will.  This  the  oificial  ballot  failed  to 
provide."  In  Cain  v.  Smith,  117  Ga.  902, 
44  S.  E.  5,  the  court  says:  "If  the  general 
assembly  were  allowed  to  submit  two,  three, 
or  more  propositions  at  one  time  in  connec- 
tion with  the  question  of  incurring  a  debt, 
and  were  to  require  the  citizen  to  vote  for  or 
against  all,  the  question  of  incurring  the 
debt  would  no  longer  be  left  to  the  will  of 
the  qualified  voters,  .  .  .  but  would  be 
remitted  to  the  subtlety  and  ingenuity  of 
those  interested  and  usually  iniluential  in 
passing  local  legislation,  in  combining  to- 
gether various  matters,  which  might  have 
the  effect  to  bring  about  a  vote  in  favor  of 
bonds  when  it  might  not  have  been  brought 
about  if  the  single  issue  had  been  submitted 
to  a  vote.''  It  might  well  be  inquired  wheth- 
er, in  the  case  at  bar,  the  city  authorities 
have  not  exercised  considerable  of  the  in- 
genuity referred  to  in  so  wording  the  resolu- 
tion and  notice  as  to  appear  to  submit  only 
one  question  or  proposition,  when  in  fact 
submitting  two,  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
voter  has  no  opportunity  to  exercise  his 
judgment  on  them  independently. 

In  Denver  t.  Hayes,  28  Colo.  110,  63  Pac. 
311,  the  oflieers  of  the  city  of  Denver  were 
acting  under  a  law  almost  identical  with 
ours,  and  submitted  the  question  of  issuing 
bonds  for  different  purposes  to  a  vote  in  the 
same  manner.  It  says:  "That  the  action 
of  the  city  council  was  fundamentally  wrong 
we  Lave  not  the  slightest  doubt.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
which  they  expressed  in  the  section  under 
consideration,  and  the  object  of  the  general 
assembly  which  is  embodied  in  the  city 
charter,  were  to  prohibit  municipal  authori- 
ties from  creating  a  debt  for'  municipal  pur- 
poses, and  from  issuing  bonds,  unless  a  ma- 
jority of  the  legal  electors  of  the  city  gave 
their  consent  thereto.  By  the  proceedings 
under  review  no  opportunity  was  given  by 
the  city  council  to  the  electors  to  express 
their  will  as  to  incurring  a  debt  for  any 
particular  purpose,  and  the  voice  of  the 
tt  LJUA.(N.S.) 


electors  has  never  been  heard.  Neither  the 
constitutional  limitation  nor  the  statutory 
provisions  expressly  declare  that  only  one 
purpose  may  be  submitted  at  the  same  elec- 
tion, nor  that,  if  more  than  one  purpose 
may  be  thus  submitted,  each  shall  be  sepa- 
rately stated.  But  the  object  of  neither 
can  be  attained,  and  eflTect  to  the  language 
in  which  they  are  expressed  cannot  be  giv- 
en, unless  such  purposes  be  separately  stat- 
ed, and  the  amount  proposed  to  be  applied 
to  each  particular  purpose  designated.  This 
must  be  done,  not  only  in  the  ordinance 
which  provides  for  the  submission,  but  in 
the  election  notice;  and  the  ballots  must  be 
so  prepared  that  every  elector  may  declare 
his  choice  as  to  each  purpose,  and  the 
amount  proposed  to  be  applied  thereto  must 
also  be  stated.  To  combine  several  distinct 
and  independent  purposes  into  one  proposi- 
tion, without  specifying  the  amount  which 
is  to  be  devoted  to  each,  is  a  clear  evasion 
of  the  law,  and,  if  permitted,  would  fritter 
away  the  safeguards  thrown  around  such 
transactions." 

In  Gray  v.  Mount,  45  Iowa,  601,  is  found 
a  very  lucid  explanation  of  this  doctrine, 
and  the  court,  among  its  observations  on  the 
subject,  remarks:  "The  next  matter  urged 
against  the  validity  of  the  proceedings  is  the 
union  of  two  objects,  and  two  separate  ap- 
propriations for  distinct  objects,  in  one  prop- 
osition, so  that  the  elector  could  not  vote 
for  one  and  against  the  other.  We  think 
this  presents  a  fatal  objection  to  the  legality 
of  the  proceedings.  The  question  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  voters  was  not  simply  whether 
it  was  their  will  to  appropriate  the  fund,  but 
there  must  be  an  object  for  the  appropria- 
tion in  order  to  constitute  the  proposition 
to  be  voted  upon.  The  object  is  of  the  es- 
sence of  the  proposition.  This  cannot  be  de- 
nied. The  appropriation  for  a  given  object 
is  the  proposition  submitted.  If  there  be 
two  objects,  and  a  specified  amount  of  funds 
to  be  devoted  to  each,  it  is  very  plain  that 
there  are  two  propositions  submitted  at  the 
same  election.  If  they  are  submitted  to- 
gether, it  is  very  clear  that  the  voter  cannot 
vote  for  one  and  against  the  other.  He  mi:st 
vote  against  both,  whereby  he  may  defeat 
one,  the  success  of  which  he  desires,  or  he 
must  vote  for  both,  whereby  he  may  cause 
the  success  of  one  which  he  desires  to  be 
defeated.  If  he  fails  to  vote,  he  may  thus- 
aid  in  causing  the  defeat  of  his  favorite 
measure,  and  the  adoption  of  the  one  he 
opposes.  He  has  thus  no  liberty  of  choice. 
The  plan  of  submitting  the  questions,  for 
there  are  two,  resembles  more  the  common 
device  of  an  auctioneer  in  disposing  of 
worthless  goods,  whereby  a  good  article  is 
mingled  with  them  and  made  to  draw  bids, 
or  the  cunning  tricks  of  gamesters  to  induce 
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wagers  of  the  unwary,  rather  than  the  open, 
direct,  and  fair  manner  that  always  should 
prevail  in  elections  by  the  people.  The  very 
letter,  as  well  as  the  spirit,  of  our  election 
laws  condenrms  this  plan.  It  has  never  been 
heard  of  that  electors  were,  by  any  plan, 
denied  the  right  of  choosing  one,  and  reject- 
ing another,  candidate  for  office,  to  be  voted 
for  at  the  same  election." 

An  examination  of  the  authorities  satisfies 
us  that  the  conflict  is  more  apparent  than 
real.  We  are,  in  addition  to  the  reasons  al- 
ready referred  to,  impressed  with  some  oth- 
ers which  we  think  serve  to  reinforce  the 
contention  that  they  arc  separate  purposes. 
These  reasons  miy  not  be  controlling,  but 
are  nevertheless  of  considerable  force.  Sec- 
tion 130  of  the  Constitution,  supra,  requires 
the  legislative  assembly  ia  prohibit  the  <fi- 
version  of  money  raised  by  taxation,  loan,  or 
assessment  for  any  purpose,  to  any  other 
purpose,  except  by  authority  of  law.  The 
submission  of  the  question  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  submitted  necessarily  com- 
mingles the  funds  obtained  by  the  loan  con- 
templated, and  in  spirit  violates  this  con- 
stitutional provision,  without  authority  of 
law.  As  seen,  the  Constitution  and  statute 
provide  for  a  debt  limit  for  general  purposes 
of  5  per  cent,  and  an  additional  amount 
equaling  3  per  cent  of  the  assessed  valuation 
on  a  two-thirds  vote,  making  a  possible  in- 
debtedness for  general  purposes  of  8  per 
cent.  It  is  also  provided  that  any  city. 
When  authorized  by  a  majority  vote,  may  in- 
crease the  indebtedness,  not  exceeding  4  per 
cent,  without  regard  to  existing  indebted- 
ness, for  the  construction  or  purchase  of 
waterworks,  or  constructing  sewers,  but  for 
no  other  purpose  whatever.  It  may  well  be 
questioned  whether  this  provision  does  not 
contemplate  that  indbbtedness  for  water- 
works or  sewers  must  be  incurred  in  such  a 
manner,  at  least  until  the  4  per  cent  limit 
is  reached,  as  to  leave  the  city  fre?  to  ex- 
ercise its  right  to  incur  the  jwescribed  in- 
debtedness for  general  purposes  to  the  full 
Hmit,  independent  of  waterworks  or  sewer 
indebtedness.  It  is  clear  that  the  combina- 
tion of  indebtedness  for  electric  lights  with 
that  for  waterworks  precludes  its  inclusion 
in  the  4  per  cent  allowed  for  waterworks 
indebtedness,  and  reduces  to  that  extent  the 
power  of  the  city  given  by  the  Constitution 
to  incur  indebtedness  for  carrying  on  its 
other  affairs,  and  that  a  state  of  facts  may 
readily  arise  whereby,  by  reason  of  doing 
this,  a  city  might  be  seriously  crippled  in 
the  conduct  of  its  affairs  as  a  municipality 
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and  agency  of  the  state.  Let  us  suppose  a 
city  with  an  assessed  valuation  of  $1,000,000. 
It  has  the  right  to  issue  bonds  for  water- 
works and  sewers  in  the  sum  of  $40,000.  It 
has  the  power  to  issue  bonds  on  the  vote  of  a 
majority  of  the  voters,  for  general  city  pur- 
poses, in  the  amount  of  $50,000.  It  issues 
bonds  in  the  amount  of  $40,000  or  water- 
works and  electric  lights.  It  thereby  ex- 
hausts its  constitutional  credit  for  general 
purposes,  without  a  two-thirds  vote,  within 
$10,000.  The  assessed  valuation  of  the  city 
decreases  $200,000.  It  is  clear  that  the  city 
would  then  be  left  with  no  power,  except  on 
a  two-thirds  vote,  to  make  use  of  any  of  the 
credit  with  which  the  constitution  has 
clothed  it,  for  general  purposes,  and  the 
$40,000  created  for  waterworks  purposes 
would  still  be  unused,  and  the  city  might 
be  rendered  powerless  to  provide  for  its  nec- 
essary running  expenses.  Such  a  condition 
is  entirely  within  the  possibilities.  It  might 
issue  waterworks  bonds  to  the  full  amount 
of  5  or  8  per  cent  in  the  first  instance,  and 
leave  nothing  for  general  purposes  or  emer- 
gencies. 

In  People  ex  rel.  O'Meara  v.  Salt  Lake 
City,  23  Utah,  13,  64  Pac.  461,  the  supreme 
court  of  that  state  held  that,  under  similar 
constitutional  provisions,  the  power  to  in- 
cur an  indebtedness  for  water,  light,  and 
sewer  purposes  was  absolutely  within  its 
own  limits,  and  that  the  debt  created  by 
virtue  of  a  4  per  cent  provision  similar  to 
ours  for  the  three  purposes  named  was  ad- 
ditional to  that  permitted  for  general  pur- 
poses, and  that  the  purpose  of  the  framer» 
of  the  Constitution,  among  others,  was  to 
separate  the  general  debt  power  from  the 
special  debt  power. 

We  think  it  at  least  questionable  and 
worthy  of  consideration  whether  the  city 
can  issue  bonds  intended  for  waterworks 
that  they  will  necessarily  fall  within,  or  bft 
included  in,  the  ordinary  5  or  8  per  cent  debt 
limit  of  the  Constitution,  and  in  any  event 
until  it  has  exercised  its  right  and  power  to 
issue  them  to  the  limit  provided  of  4  per 
cent  for  the  special  purpose.  This  is  sug- 
gested, but  as  it  is  not  necessary  to  deter- 
mine it  in  this  case,  and  as  counsel  saw  fit 
to  leave  the  court  without  enlightenment^ 
we  leave  it  undecided.  The  order  sustaining 
the  demurrer  i^  reversed,  and  tlie  District 
Court  directed  to  enter  a  decree  in  accord- 
ance  with  tlie  prayer  of  the  complaint. 

All  concur. 

Morgan,  Ch.  J.,  not  participating. 
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C.  &  WICKS  et  sL 

(81  Kan.  790,  106  Pa«.  1048.) 

Deed  —  quitclaim  —  oonsideratlon  — 
record. 

In  order  for  the  grantee  in  a  quitclaim 
deed  to  take  advantage  of  the  statute  requir- 
ing conveyances  of  real  estate  to  be  recorded, 
and  thereby  to  ^^feat  the  title  held  under 
an  earlier  unrecorded  deed  executed  by  the 
Bame  grantor,  he  must  have  paid  a  valuable 
consideration  therefor,  and  the  payment  of  a 
merely  nominal  amount  will  not  meet  this 
requirement. 

(February  12,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  plaihtiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Wilson  County 
in  defendants'  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  possession  of  certain  real  estate. 
Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Bennett  R.  Wheeler  and  John 
F.  SwUzer,  for  appellant: 

One  who  accepts  a  quitclaim  deed,  and 
pays  only  the  nominal  sum  of  $1  therefor, 
is  not  a  purchaser  for  value,  and  therefore 
is  not  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  re- 
cording act  against  unrecorded  deeds  out- 
standing. 

Eger  V.  Brown,  77  Kan.  610,  15  L.R.A. 
(X.S.)  459,  94  Pac.  803;  Ennis  v.  Tucker,  78 
Kan.  55,  130  Am.  St.  Rep.  352,  96  Pac.  140; 

24  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  138,  488; 
Turner  v.  Howard,  10  App.  Div.  655,  42  N. 
y.  Supp.  336;  TenEyck  v.  Witbeck,  135  N. 
Y.  40,  31  Am.  St.  Rep.  809,  31  N.  E.  994; 
Mason  v.  Mullahy,  145  III.  383,  34  N.  E.  36. 

Messrs.  Atwood  Cady  and  E.  D.  Mike- 
sell,  for  appellees: 

The  recorded  quitclaim  deed  will  prevail 
over  the  prior  unrecorded  deed. 

Johnson  v.  Williams,  37  Kan.  179,  1  Am. 
St.  Rep.  243,  14  Pac.  537;  Merrill  v.  Hut- 
chinson, 45  Kan.  59,  23  Am.  St.  Rep.  713,  25 
Pac.  216;  Fountain  v.  Kenney,  71  Kan.  642, 
81  Pac.  179;  Eger  v.  Brown,  77  Kan.  510, 
15  L.R.A.(X.S.)  459,  94  Pac.  803;  Ennis  v. 
Tucker,  78  Kan.  65,  130  Am.  St.  Rep.  352, 
96  Pac.  140;  Tucker  v.  Gibson,  80  Kan.  90, 
101    Pac.  633;   Downs  v.  Rich,  81  Kan.  1, 

25  L.R.A.  1036,  105  Pac.  9. 

Ileadnote  by  Masoit,  J. 

Note.  —  The  cases  bearing  on  the  question 
of  precedence  as  between  conveyance  of  land 
for  a  nominal  or  inadequate  consideration 
and  a  senior  unrecorded  conveyance  are  col- 
lected ill  a  note  to  Wisconsin  River 
Land  Co.  v.  Selover,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1073. 
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Mason,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

In  1891  Alvin  Dunnakin  conveyed  a  house 
and  lot  of  which  he  was  the  owner,  to  Eli 
Stringer,  by  a  deed  which  was  not  recorded 
until  1905.  In  April,  1899,  the  property 
being  then  unoccupied,  C.  S.  Wicks  obtained 
a  quitclaim  deed  from  Dunnakin,  and  took 
possession.  This  deed  recited  that  it  was 
executed  in  consideration  of  the  payment 
of  $1.  Unpaid  taxes  had  accrued  amounting 
to  about  $105.  On  October  11,  1899,  Wicka 
obtained  a  compromise  tax  sale  certificate 
for  $40,  and  on  April  11,  1900,  he  received  a 
tax  deed  baaed  thereon.  In  1905  Stringer 
conveyed  to  Fred  L.  Morris,  who  brought 
ejectment  against  Wicks.  Wicks  answered 
claiming  title  under  his  quitclaim  and  also 
under  his  tax  deed.  The  court  found  gener- 
ally for  the  defendant,  and  the  plaintilf  ap- 
peals. 

The  tax  deed  was  void  upon  its  face  be- 
cause issued  one  day  too  soon  before  the 
right  to  redeem  had  expired.  James  v.  Man- 
ning, 79  Kan.  830,  101  Pac.  628.  The  ques- 
tion to  be  determined  is  whether  Wicks,  who 
testified  that  he  paid  Dunnakin  $1  for  the 
quitclaim  deed,  is  entitled  to  protection 
against  the  unrecorded  warranty  deed  which 
his  grantor  had  already  executed.  In  order 
to  derive  a  benefit  from  the  recording  act, 
he  must  have  been  a  purchaser  for  a  valu- 
able consideration.  Western  Grocer  Co.  v. 
Alleman,  81  Kan.  643,  —  L.R.A.(N.S.)  — , 
106  Pac.  460.  "The  recording  acts  were 
intended  for  the  protection  of  those  who 
should  part  with  something  of  value,  or  suf- 
fer some  loss,  by  reason  of  having  acted 
upon  the  faith  of  a  conveyance,  and  in 
ignorance  of  some  prior  transaction  which, 
in  the  absence  of  the  operation  of  these  pro- 
visions, would  defeat  the  intended  acquisi- 
tion of  some  new  interest.  It  is  necessary 
that  the  subsequent  purchaser,  in  order  to 
be  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  record- 
ing acts,  obtain  his  conveyance  for  a  valua- 
ble consideration."  24  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  138.  According  to  the  great 
weight  of  authority  the  payment  of  a  mere- 
ly nominal  amount  is  not  sufBcient  to  satis- 
fy this  condition.  The  cases  bearing  on  this 
precise  question  are  collected  in  a  note  in 
18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1073,  to  which  may  be 
added  Lumpkin  v.  Adams,  74  Tex.  96,  102, 
11  S.  W.  1070;  Nichols-Steuart  v.  Crosby, 
87  Tex.  443,  29  S.  W.  380,  and  Abernathy 
v.  South  &  W.  R.  Co.  150  N.  C.  97,  63  S.  E. 
180.  Many  courts  hold  that,  regardless  of 
the  consideration  paid,  one  who  accepts  a 
quitclaim  deed  cannot  invoke  the  benefit  of 
the  registration  act  against  the  holder  of 
an  unrecorded  warranty  deed.  In  a  note 
in  105  Am.  St.  Rep.  869,  it  is  said:  "The 
areument  has  generally  prevailed  that,  as 
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a  quitclaim  deed  purpoits  to  convey  only 
the  interest  of  the  grantor,  it  cannot  have 
any  operation  when  he  has  already  parted 
with  his  interest,  and  that  it  is  not  mate- 
rial that  his  grantee  had  no  actual  notice  of 
that  fact;  that  the  restricted  language  of 
the  conveyance  is  equivalent  to  notice,  and, 
as  a  final  result,  that  he  who  accepts  such 
a  conveyance  cannot,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  registry  acts,  be  a  bona  fide  purchaser, 
and,  as  such,  entitled  to  protection  against 
prior  conveyances  or  encumbrances  made  by 
his  grantor,  or  equities  existing  against 
him."  This  rule  at  one  time  obtained  in 
the  Federal  Supreme  Court,  but  has  been 
changed  by  later  decisions.  See  Boynton  v. 
Haggart,  57  C.  C.  A.  301,  120  Fed.  819. 
It  has  never  prevailed  in  Kansas.  In  this 
state  the  grantee  in  a  quitclaim  deed  may, 
under  some  circumstances,  claim  the  bene- 
fit of  the  record,  even  although  he  has  not 
paid  a  full  or  adequate  consideration.  Ennis 
v.  Tucker,  78  Kan.  55,  62,  130  Am.  St.  Rep. 
352,  96  Pac.  140.  There  is  a  manifest  dif- 
ference, however,  between  a  consideration 
which  is  merely  inadequate  and  one  which 
is  absolutely  nominal.  The  statute  relat- 
ing to  the  recording  of  conveyances  is  in- 
tended to  promote  justice,  and  is  to  be  ad- 
ministered according  to  equitable  principles. 
No  one  is  entitled  to  take  advantage  of 
it  unless  he  is  a  purchaser  in  good  faith,  and 
this  implies  that  he  has  made  some  pay- 
ment, or  surrendered  some  right,  or  done 
some  act,  so  that,  if  his  claim  of  title  fails, 
he  is  left  in  a  worse  position  that  he  was 
before.  This  situation  may  arise  from  his 
payment  of  a  small  amount,  provided  it  is 
substantial.  The  courts  do  not  undertake  to 
measure  his  loss,  and  limit  the  effect  of  the 
statute  by  denying  his  title  upon  compen- 
sation being  made.  But  unless  he  has 
actually  suffered  some  loss,  he  is  regarded 
as  not  being  in  a  position  to  invoke  the 
benefit  of  the  statute.  And  the  payment  of 
a  merely  nominal  consideration  is  properly 
treated  as  no  payment  at  all,  and  disregard- 
ed altogether.  Under  some  circumstances 
the  amount  paid  may  be  so  insignificant  in 
comparison  with  the  value  of  the  property 
as  fairly  to  be  deemed  unsubstantial  on  that 
account.  Or  the  amount  may  be  so  small 
in  itself  as  to  disclose  that  the  payment 
was  a  mere  form, — that  it  really  played  no 
material  part  in  the  transaction. 

In  Ten  Eyck  v.  Witbeck,  135  N.  Y.  40, 
46,  31  Am.  St.  Rep.  809,  31  N.  E.  994,  995, 
A  leading  case  on  the  question,  overruling 
earlier  decisions,  it  was  said:  "A  small  sum 
Inserted  and  paid  perhaps  because  of  a  pop- 
ular belief  that  some  slight  money  consider- 
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ation  is  necessary  to  render  the  deed  valid 
will  not  of  itself  satisfy  the  terms  of  the 
statute,  where  it  appears  upon  the  face  of 
the  conveyance,  or  by  other  competent  evi- 
dence, that  it  was  not  the  actual  consider- 
tion."  And  in  Wisconsin  River  Land  Co.  v. 
Selover,  135  Wis.  594,  597,  16  L.R.A.(NJ5.) 
1073,  116  N.  W.  265,  267:  "The  sUtute  was 
not  enacted  to  protect  one  whose  ignorance 
of  the  title  is  deliberate  and  intentional,  nor 
does  a  mere  nominal  consideration  satisfy 
the  requirement  that  a  valuable  considera- 
tion must  be  paid.  Its  purpose  is  to  protect 
the  man  who  honestly  believes  he  is  ac- 
quiring a  good  title,  and  who  invests  some 
substantial  sum  in  reliance  on  that  be- 
lief." 

In  Strong  v.  Whybark,  the  supreme  court 
of  Missouri  upheld  a  quitclaim  to  a  quarter 
section  of  land,  reciting  a  consideration  of 
$5  against  an  outstanding  unrecorded  deed. 
In  the  opinion  as  published  in  the  South- 
western Reporter,  it  was  said:  "It  seems 
to  us  that  it  would  be  a  useless  waste  of 
time  and  energy  to  cite  authorities  in  sup- 
port of  the  proposition  that  $6  or  any  other 
stated  sum  of  money  is  a  valuable  consid- 
eration within  the  meaning  of  the  law  of 
conveyancing."  102  S.  W.  968,  969  (12 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  240,  120  Am.  St.  Rep.  710). 
In  the  official  report  this  language  is  modi- 
fied by  the  insertion,  "after  $5  or  any  other 
stated  sum  of  money,"  of  the  limitation, 
"in  excess  of  1  cent,  1  dime,  or  1  dollar, 
which  are  the  technical  words  used  to  ex- 
press nominal  considerations."  204  Mo.  341, 
347  (12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  240,  120  Am.  St.  Rep. 
710). 

In  the  present  case  -  it  is  clear  that  the 
quitclaim  was  made  gratuitously;  that  the 
consideration  was  purely  nominal;  that  the 
sum  of  $1  was  paid,  and  a  recital  to  that 
effect  inserted  in  the  deed,  because  of  a  be- 
lief that  these  matters  were  essential  to 
its  valdity.  That  the  conveyance  was  not 
made  because  of  the  payment  of  the  dollar 
conclusively  appears  from  the  testimony  of 
Wicks,  who  thus  described  the  negotiations 
leading  up  to  its  execution:  "I  says:  'Mr. 
Dunnakin,  I  see  by  the  records  that  the 
Ben  Way  property  is  still  in  your  name.' 
He  says:  'Yes.'  I  says:  'There  is  a  big  lot 
of  taxes  piled  up  against  it,  and.  if  you 
will  give  me  a  quitclaim  deed,  I  will  pay 
the  taxes.'  He  says,  unhesitatingly:  1  will 
do  it.'" 

The  judgment  is  reversed,  and  the  cBU=e 
remanded  for  further  proceedings  in  accord- 
ance herewith. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 
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RENEGAR  v.  UNITED  STATES. 


UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT  OF 
APPEALS,    FOURTH   CIRCUIT. 

W.  H.  RENEGAR,  Plff.  ia  Err., 

V. 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AHKRIOA. 
(97  C.  C.  A.  172, 172  Fed.  646.) 

Indictment  —  presentation  by  foreman 
—  gnlRciencjr. 

1.  A  paper  indorsed  "A  True  Bill,"  and 
handed  by  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  to 
the  clerk  of  court  when  the  court  is  not  in 
session,  and  when  none  of  the  grand  jurors 
except  the  foreman  is  present,  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  place  an  accused  on  trial  for  an  in- 
famous crime,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  that  no  person  shall  be 
held  to  answer  for  such  a  crime  unless  by  an 
indictment  of  the  grand  jury,  since  to  con- 


stitute a  valid  indictment  the  paper  must  be 
brought  publicly  into  court  by  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  jury. 
Same  —  defects  In  form. 

2.  The  presentment  of  an  alleged  indict- 
ment by  the  foreman  of  the  gp-and  jury  to 
the  clerk  of  court,  at  a  time  when  the  court 
is  not  in  session,  is  not  a  mere  irregularity, 
which  is  cured  by  a  statute  curing  defects 
or  imperfections  in  matters  of  form  only, 
not  tending  to  prejudice  accused. 
Courts  —  Jurisdiction  ^  indictment  — 

necessity. 

3.  The  absence  of  a  valid  indictment  de- 
stroys the  jurisdiction  of  a  Federal  court  to 
try  one  accused  of  an  infamous  crime,  and 
proceedings  taken  without  such  indictment 
are  absolutely  void. 

(June  3,  1900.) 


note.  —  NeceaMty,  mode,  and  record  of 
bringing  indictment  into  open  court. 

This  note  is  confined  to  cases  involving 
the  necessity  and  sufficiency  of  a  return 
into  open  court  of  an  indictment  and  due 
proof  of  such  return,  and  does  not  include 
cases  involving  merely  the  sufficiency  of  the 
indictment  itself,  or  of  the  filing  or  indorse- 
ment thereof,  except  so  far  as  such  filing  or 
indorsements  are  considered  as  affecting  the 
proof  of  the  due  return  of  the  indictment. 

Necessity  that  indictment  be  brought  into 
open  court. 

The  cases  are  practically  unanimous  in 
holding,  or  at  least  recognizing,  that  au 
indictment,  in  order  to  be  a  legal  accusa- 
tion, must  be  brought  into  open  court;  and 
the  more  important  and  more  frequent  ques- 
tions are.  What  is  a  sufficient  presentment 
of  an  indictment  in  open  court  to  satisfy 
this  rule,  and  what  is  a  sufficient  record 
of  that  actT  In  a  few  cases,  however,  the 
courts  have  expressly  held  that  the  indict- 
ment must  be  brought  into  open  court. 

Thus,  in  Sampson  v.  State,  124  Ga.  776. 
63  S.  E.  332,  4  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  525,  it 
was  held  that  an  indictment  cannot  be  re- 
turned by  being  delivered  to  the  clerk  after 
a  recess'  of  the  court  for  the  day  had  been 
taken,  and  the  judge  had  left  the  court- 
house. 

So,  in  Angle  v.  United  States.  07  C.  C.  A. 
184,  172  Fed.  658,  it  was  held  on  the  au- 
thority of  Reneoab  v.  United  States  that 
an  indictment  must  be  brought  into  open 
court. 

It  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  grand 
jury  to  present  the  indictment  in  open  court. 
Rainey  v.  People,  8  111.  71. 

The  presentation  of  an  indictment  in  open 
court  in  the  presence  of  the  jury  is  as  indis- 
pensable as  the  finding  or  filing.  State  v. 
Glover,  3  O.  Greene,  240. 

It  is  the  returning  of  the  indictment  in- 
to court  as  true,  and  the  recording  or  fllinsj 
of  it  among  the  records,  that  make  it  ef- 
fectual SUte  ▼.  Cox,  28  N.  C.  (6  Ired.  L.) 
440. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


In  Virginia  the  early  cose  of  Com.  v.  Ca- 
wood,  2  Va.  Cas.  527,  laid  down  the  rule 
that  an  indictment  must  be  brought  into 
open  court  and  recorded.  And  this  rule  is 
followed  or  recognized  in  several  Virginia 
and  West  Virginia  cases.  Simmons  v.  Com. 
89  Va.  156,  15  S.  E.  386;  Hodges  v.  Com. 
89  Va.  265,  15  S.  E.  513;  Watts  v.  Com.  00 
Va.  872,  30  S.  E.  706;  SUte  v,  Heaton,  23 
W.  Va.  773. 

And  in  State  ▼.  Quarles,  13  Idaho,  252, 
80  Pac.  636,  it  was  held  that  the  statute  re- 
quired that,  when  an  indictment  is  found  by 
the  grand  jury,  it  must  be  presented  by  the 
foreman  to  the  court  in  the  presence  of  the 
grand  jury,  and  must  be  filed  by  the  clerk. 

Indorsement   by  clerk  as   "filed"   as   proof 
that  it  was  returned. 

Tlie  presentment  in  open'  court  is  the  only 
recognized  manner  in  which  the  finding  of  a 
grand  jury  can  be  authoritatively  presented, 
and  a  recital  on  the  indictment  signed  by 
the  clerk  that  the  indictment  was  "filed" 
does  not  show  that  it  was  so  presented. 
Goodson  v.  State,  29  Fla.  511,  30  Am.  St. 
Rep.  135,  10  So.  738. 

So,  an  indorsement  upon  the  indictment 
made  by  the  clerk,  "Filed  in  open  court," 
was  held  in  McKenzie  v.  State,  24  Ark.  636, 
not  to  be  sufficient  to  show  that  it  was 
brought  into  open  court  by  the  grand  jury; 
and  to  the  same  efi'ect  were  the  decisions  in 
Chancellor  v.  State,  33  Ark.  815;  Shinn  v. 
State  (Ark.)  124  S.  W.  263. 

But  in  State  v.  Grate,  68  Mo.  22,  it  was 
held  that  an  indorsement  "A'  True  Bill" 
signed  by  the  foreman,  and  an  indorsement 
"Filed,"  followed  by  the  date  and  signed  by 
the  clerk,  is  sufficient'evidence  that  the  in- 
dictment was  duly  found  and  returned. 

And  in  Cooper  v.  State,  69  Miss.  267,  it 
was  held  that,  where  the  indictment  was 
marked  "Filed"  by  the  clerk,  it  was  suffi- 
cient proof  that  the  indictment  had  been  le- 
gally and  properly  returned. 

So,  the  record  is  sufficient  if  it  shows  that 
the  indictment  was  indorsed  by  the  clerk, 
with  a  statement  that  it  was  "filed  in  open 
court,"  and  the  dates  and  other  formal  mat- 
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ERROR  to  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Western  District 
of  Virginia  to  review  a  judgment  convicting 
defendant  of  having  formed  a  conspiracy  to 
engage  in  the  business  of  distilling  liquor 
with  intent  to  defraua  the  United  States. 
Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Argued  before  Pritchard,  Circuit  Judge, 
Morris  and  Brawley,  District  Judges. 

Mr.  Waller  R.  Staples,  for  plaintifT  in 
error : 

The  finding  by  a  grand  jury  of  a  true  bill 
and  an  indorsement  thereon  to  such  effect 
are  not  alone  6u£Bcient  to  render  it  valid 
as  an  indictment;  but  it  is  necessary  that 
the  bill  should  be  presented  or  returned 
by  the  whole  grand  jury  in  open  court. 


22  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  210;  Goodsm  v. 
State,  29  Fla.  511,  30  Am.  St.  Rep.  135,  10 
So.  738;  State  v.  Heaton,  23  W.  Va.  77S; 
Com.  v.  Cawood,  2  Va.  Cas.  541;  10  Am.  4 
Eng.  Enc.  I^w,  p.  624;  White  r.  Com.  29 
Gratt.  824;  Simmons  v.  Com.  89  Va.  156,  1» 
S.  E.  386;  Price  v.  Com.  21  Gratt.  846; 
Com.  V.  Johnson,  Thacher,  Crim.  Cas.  284} 
Pond  V.  SUte,  47  Miss.  42;  Stete  v.  Cox,  28 
N.  C.  (6  Ired.  L.)  440;  State  v.  Bordeaux, 
93  N.  C.  560;  Rainey  v.  People,  8  HI.  71; 
Nomaque  v.  People,  Breese  (111.)  109,  12 
Am.  Dec.  157;  McKinney  v.  People,  7  111. 
540,  43  Am.  Dec.  65;  Jackson  v.  State,  21 
Ind.  79;  SUte  v.  Pitts,  39  La.  Ann.  914,  3 
So.  118;  Hite  v.  State,  9  Yerg.  198;  Chappel 
V.  State,  8  Yerg.  166;  Gardner  v.  People,  20 
111.  433;  Kelly  v.  People,  39  111.  157;  Satt- 


ters  properly  set  out.    Westcott  v.  State,  31    show  that  the  presentment  was  made  by  the 
Fla.  458,  12  So.  846.  .'oreman.    State  v.  Freeze,  30  Mo.  App.  347. 


Presence  of  the  grand  jury. 

A  number  of  cases  hold  that  the  return  of 
the  indictment  must  be  made  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  grand  jury.  Robinson  v.  State, 
33  Ark.  180;  People  v.  Blackwell,  27  Cal. 
66;  State  v.  Gainus,  86  N.  C.  632;  State  v. 
Bordeaux,  93  N.  C.  660. 

And  in  Cachute  v.  State,  50  Miss.  169, 
the  rule  in  Mississippi  is  said  to  be  that  the 
indictment  must  be  brought  into  court  by 
the  grand  jury  as  a  body,  or  through  the 
foreman  accompanied  by  the  other  jurors, 
and  the  record  must  show  this  affirmative- 

ly- 

But  where  the  indictment  was  otherwise 
properly  brought  into  open  court  by  the 
foreman,  and  delivered  to  the  judge,  who  in 
turn  handed  it  to  the  clerk,  and  it  was  prop- 
erly indorsed  and  filed,  it  was  held  in  Unit- 
ed States  V.  Breese,  172  Fed.  785,  that  the 
fact  that  the  other  jurors  were  not  present 
when  it  was  delivered  to  the  court  would 
not  invalidate  it. 

It  is  not  essential  that  all  of  the  grand 
jurors  present  an  indictment  where  it  is  pre- 
sented by  a  larger  number  than  the  Consti- 
tution requires  to  concur  in  an  indictment. 
State  V.  Griggsby,  117  La.  1046,  42  So.  497. 

Necessity  that  return  be  made  by  foreman. 

Although  the  return  of  the  indictment  is 
usually  made  by  the  foreman  of  the  grand 
jury,  a  few  cases  have  held  that  this  is  not 
necessary. 

Thus,  in  Laurent  v  State,  1  Kan.  313,  it 
was  held  that  an  indictment  may  be  handed 
in  by  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  other  4;han 
the  foreman. 

And  if  the  record  shows  that  the  grand 
jury  presented  an  indictment  in  open  court, 
and  that  it  was  returned  by  the  whole  grand 
jury,  it  is  immaterial  that  the  record  does 
not  show  that  a  foreman  was  appointed,  or 
that  the  bill  was  indorsed  by  him.  Friar  v. 
State,  3  How.  (Miss.)  422. 

So,  a  record  otherwise  sufficient  need  not 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Presumptions  as  to  regularity  of  proceed- 
ings. 

Where  an  indictment  recites  that  it  is 
presented  by  the  grand  jury,  and  it  is  prop- 
erly signed  by  the  prosecuting  attorney,  in- 
dorsed "A  True  Bill"  by  the  foreman,  and 
filed  by  the  clerk,  it  will  be  presumed,  in  the 
absence  of  a  showing  to  the  contrary,  that  it 
was  duly  returned  in  open  court,  notwith- 
standing no  entry  of  the  fact  was  made  upon 
the  minutes  or  journal  of  the  court.  State 
V.  Crilly,  69  Kan.  802,  77  Pac  701. 

So,  where  the  record  shows  nothing  to  the 
contrary,  it  will  be  presumed  that  the  in- 
dictment was  properly  presented  to  the 
court.    People  v.  Lee,  2  Utah,  441. 

And  in  Miller  v.  State,  40  Ark.  488,  it  was 
held  that  there  was  a  legal  presumption 
arising  from  the  fact  that  the  clerk  record- 
ed the  indictment,  that  it  had  been  found  by 
a  grand  jury  and  returned  into  court. 

So,  in  State  v.  Mason,  32  La.  Ann.  1018, 
it  was  held,  reaffirming  State  v.  Onnmacht, 
10  La.  Ann.  198,  that,  in  the  absence  of  any 
suggestion  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
grand  jury  did  not  present  the  indictment 
in  open  court,  it  would  be  presumed  that 
the  proceedings  were  entirely  regular,  not- 
withstanding the  clerk  failed  to  state  in  his 
minutes  that  it  did  so  bring  in  the  indict- 
ment. And  the  court  in  the  Mason  Case 
said  that  the  statement  in  State  v.  Morri- 
son, 30  La.  Ann.  817,  that  the  defendant  is 
not  legally  charged  with  any  crime  unless 
the  indictment  is  brought  into  open  court, 
and  that  it  is  ther  clerics  duty  to  state  this 
fact  in  his  minutes,  was  obiter.  But  where 
the  record  contains  no  entry  whatever  go- 
ing to  show  the  finding  of  the  indictment, 
or  even  that  there  was  any  grand  jury 
impaneled  and  sworn,  a  verdict  of  guilty 
and  the  judgment  thereon  will  be  set  aside. 
State  V.  Shields,  33  La.  Ann.  091 ;  State  v. 
Sandoz,  37  La.  Ann.  376;  State  v.  Pitts,  39 
La.  Ann.  914,  3  So.  118. 

And  in  Nichols  v.  State,  46  Miss.  284, 
the  court  said:     "Wliile  an  absolute  defect 
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l«r  V.  People,  69  111.  68;  Yundt  v.  People,  0.) 
IlL  372;  Aylesworth  v.  People,  65  111.  301. 

If  there  is  no  jurisdiction  as  where  there 
ia  no  valid  indictment  all  the  proceedings, 
including  the  sentence,  are  void  as  such  ti 
'defect  cannot  be  waived. 

1  Bishop,  New  Crim.  Proc.  §  115;  United 
States  V.  Gale,  109  U.  S.  66,  27  L.  ed.  857, 
3  Sup.  Ct.  Eep.  1;  Crain  v.  United  States, 
162  U.  S.  644,  40  L.  ed.  1102,  16  Sup.  Ct. 
Kep.  952;  Hopt  v.  Utah,  110  U.  S.  579,  28 
li.  ed.  265,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  202-,  Pond  v. 
-State,  47  Miss.  39;  Cachute  v.  State,  50 
Miss.  165;  Territory  v.  Woolsey,  3  Utah, 
470,  24  Pac.  765;  Gomwell  v.  State,  53  Miss. 
385;  Danforth  t.  State,  75 -Ga.  614,  58  Am. 
Hep.  480;  Com.  v.  Smith,  9  Mass.  107; 
Milan  v.  State,  24  Ark.  346;  Rainey  v.  Peo- 


ple; Noraaque  v.  People;  Jackson  v.  State; 
and  State  v.  Cox, — supra;  State  v.  Shields, 
33  La.  Ann.  903;  State  v.  Pitts;  Com.  v. 
Johnson;  and  Chappel  v.  State, — supra; 
Brown  v.  State,  5  Yerg.  367;  Com.  v.  Ca- 
wood,  2  Va.  Cas.  527;  Burgess  v.  Com.  ? 
Va.  Cas.  483;  State  v.  Bordeaux,  supra; 
Westcott  V.  State,  31  Fla.  458,  12  So.  846. 

Messrs.  Thomas  Ij.  Moore  and  Samuel 
H.  Hogre,  for  defendant  in  error: 

An  indictment  should  not  be  set  aside  on 
grounds  of  technical  errors,  informalities,  or 
irregularities. 

Laurent  v.  State,  1  Kan.  313;  Frisbie  v. 
United  States,  157  U.  S.  160,  39  L.  ed.  657, 
15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  586;  United  States  v.  But- 
ler, 1  Hughes,  457,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,700; 
United  States  v.  Terry,  39  Fed.  355. 


will  not  be  cured  or  a  positive  fact  supplied 
-by  the  presumption,  yet,  when  a  difficulty 
arises  from  the  inartificial  use  of  language, 
and  it  is  evident  the  statute  has  been  com- 
plied with,  liberality  will  be  indulged  in  sup- 
port of  the  record." 

And  where  the  record  did  not  show  that 
ihe  indictment  was  presented  to  the  court, 
it  was  held  in  State  v.  Beebe,  17  Minn.  241, 
CSil.  218,  that  it  would  be  presumed  that  the 
law  in  that  respect  was  complied  with,  if 
it  appears  that  the  indictment  was  found 
and  properly  filed. 

The  presumption  is  that  an  indictment 
was  properly  presented  when  it  is  indorsed 
«s  a  true  bill  and  signed  by  the  foreman, 
and  proof  to  the  contrary  can  be  heard  only 
on  plea  in  abatement  filed  in  apt  time. 
State  v.  Weaver,  104  N.  C.  768,  10  S.  E. 
486. 

When  an  indictment  is  authenticated  by 
genuine  signatures  and  indorsements  of  the 
prosecuting  attorney,  foreman,  and  clerk 
of  the  court,  the  presumption  is  that  it  was 
duly  lodged  in  the  court.  State  v.  Lord,  118 
Mo.  1,  23  S.  W.  764. 

A  conviction  will  not  be  reversed  because 
the  record  fails  to  state  that  the  indictment 
was  returned  "in  the  presence  of  the  grand 
jury,"  as  the  court  will  not  presume  that 
the  trial  court  would  have  permitted  it  to 
1>e  returned  in  the  absence  of  the  jury.  Rob- 
inson V.  State,  supra. 

So,  where  the  indorsement  "presented  and 
filed  in  open  court"  was  made  by  the  clerk, 
it  was  held  in  People  v.  Blackwell,  supra, 
that  it  would  be  presumed  that  it  was  pre- 
sented by  the  foreman  in  the  presence  of  the 
other  grand  jurors. 

But,  where  the  record  merely  showed  that 
the  grand  jury  returned  certain  "numbers," 
without  anything  to  show  that  they  were  in- 
dictments, it  was  held  in  Speed  v.  State,  62 
Miss.  176,  that  the  presumption  that  they 
were  indictments  could  not  be  indulged. 

And  the  presumption  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  were  regular  will  not  he  in- 
dulged, where  the  record  does  not  show  that 
the  indictment  was  brought  into  open  court. 
Laura  v.  State,  26  Miss.  174. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Necessity  that  record  show  the  return  into 
open  court. 

It  is  a  general  rule  that  the  record  must 
show  affirmatively  that  the  indictment  was 
brought  into  open  court.  Tliis  rule  is  fol- 
lowed, or  is  at  least  recognized,  by  a  large 
number  of  cases:  Green  v.  State,  19  Ark. 
178;  Milan  v.  State,  24  Ark.  346;  State  v. 
Cheek,  26  Ark.  206;  Holcomb  v.  State,  31 
Ark.  427;  Ford  v.  State,  34  Ark.  649;  Col- 
lins V.  State,  13  Fla.  651 ;  McKinney  v.  Peo- 
ple, 7  111.  540,  43  Am.  Dec.  06;  Rainey  v. 
People,  8  III.  71 ;  Gardner  v.  People,  20  111. 
430;  Aylesworth  v.  People,  65  111.  301 ; 
Yundt  V.  People,  65  III.  372;  Conner  v. 
State,  18  Ind.  428;  Conner  v.  State,  19  Ind. 
98;  Springer  v.  State,  19  Ind.  180;  Jackson 
v.  State,  21  Ind.  79;  Jackson  v.  State,  21 
Ind.  171;  Hall  v.  State,  21  Ind.  268;  Stew- 
art V.  State,  24  Ind.  142;  Beavers  v.  State, 
58  Ind.  630;  Williams  v.  State.  168  Ind. 
87,  79  N.  E.  1079;  Harriman  v.  State,  2  G. 
Greene,  278;  Dixon  v.  State,  4  G.  Greene, 
381;  Wrocklege  v.  State,  1  Iowa,  107;  Mil- 
lar V.  State,  2  Kan.  174;  Pearce  v.  Com.  10 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  178,  8  S.  W.  893;  State  v.  San- 
doz,  37  La.  Ann.  376;  State  v.  Pitts,  39  La. 
Ann.  914,  3  So.  118;  Com.  v.  Johnson, 
Thacher,  Crim.  Cas.  284;  Jenkins  v.  State, 
30  Miss.  408;  Hague  v.  State,  34  Miss.  016; 
Josephine  v.  State,  30  Miss.  613;  Pond  ■". 
State,  47  Miss.  39;  State  v.  Bell,  159  Mo. 
479,  60  S.  W.  1102;  State  v.  Lee,  80  N.  C. 
483;  State  v.  Davidson,  2  Coldw.  184;  Chap- 
pel  V.  State,  8  Yerg.  166;  Kite  v.  State,  0 
Yerg.  198;  Blevins  v.  State,  Sleigs,  82;  Cal- 
houn V.  State,  4  Humph.  477;  Henry  v. 
State,  4  Humph.  270;  Brown  v.  State,  7 
Humph.  156;  Bennett  v.  State,  8  Humph. 
118;  Canupp  v.  State,  07  Tenn.  035,  37  S. 
W.  647;  Hardy  v.  State,  1  Tex.  App.  550; 
Lvnn  V.  State,  28  Tex.  App.  515,  13  S.  W. 
807. 

The  indictment  must  be  returned  into 
open  court,  and  the  record  is  the  only  evi- 
dence of  such  a  return.  Gardner  v.  People, 
4  111.  83. 

And  the  record  showing  the  presentment 
must  be  made  up  in  open  court,  and  not 
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The  alleged  irregularity,  consisting  in  the 
handing  in  of  the  indictment  to  the  clerk 
by  the  foreman,  relates  to  a  defect  or  im- 
perfection in  matter  of  form  only,  not  tend- 
ing to  the  prejudice  of  the  defendant,  and 
is  cured  by  §  1023  U.  S.  Rev.  Stat.  U.  S. 
Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p.  720. 

Bram  v.  United  States,  168  U.  S.  533,  567, 
42  L.  ed.  668,  581,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  183; 
Price  V.  United  SUtes,  165  U.  S.  311,  315, 
41  L.  ed.  727,  729,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  366; 
Rosen  v.  United  States,  161  U.  S.  29,  32, 
40  L.  ed.  606,  607,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  434, 
480;  Caha  v.  United  States,  152  U.  S.  211, 
221,  38  L.  ed.  416,  419,  14  Sup.  a.  Rep. 
513;  Baylor  v.  Taylor,  23  C.  0.  A.  343,  42 
U.   S.   App.   206,   77   Fed.   476;    Frisbie   v. 


United  States,  157  U.  S.  166,  39  L.  ed.  658, 
15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  686. 

Brawley,  District  Judge,  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court: 

The  case  is  before  us  upon  a  writ  of  er- 
ror to  review  a  judgment  of  the  United 
States  district  court  for  the  western  district 
of  Virginia,  whereby  plaintiff  in  error  wi» 
sentenced  to  serve  two  years  in  the  peniten- 
tiary at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  to  pay  a  fine 
of  $6,000,  for  the  violation  of  §  5440  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901, 
p.  3676.  There  are  numerous  assignments 
of  error,  but  we  have  deemed  it  unnecessary 
to  consider  any  except  that  presented  in 
defendant's  bill  of  exceptions  No.  16,  where- 
in the  facts  relating  to  the  return  of  the 


after  adjournment.  Moore  v.  State,  46  Tex. 
Crim.  Rep.  620,  81  S.  W.  49. 

It  is  error  to  put  a  defendant  on  trial  on 
an  indictment  unless  it  has  been  returned  in 
open  court,  and  the  only  evidence  of  that 
fact  must  be  found  in  the  record  of  the  case. 
Thornell  v.  People,  11  Colo.  305,  17  Pac. 
004. 

Unless  the  record  shows  affirmatively  an 
entry  to  the  effect  that  the  indictment  was 
brought  into  court,  it  is  error  to  overrule  a 
motion  to  quash.  Cox  v.  State,  7  Tex.  App. 
496. 

So,  in  Chappel  v.  State,  supra,  it  was  held 
that  the  record  must  show  more  than  the 
mere  fact  that  the  bill  was  indorsed  as  a 
true  bill  by  the  foreman. 

And  in  Cachute  v.  State,  50  Miss.  169, 
the  rule  in  Mississippi  is  said  to  be  that  the 
indictment  must  be  brought  into  court  by 
the  grand  jury  as  a  body  or  through  the 
foreman  accompanied  by  the  other  jurors, 
and  the  record  must  show  this  affirmatively. 

If  the  record  fails  to  show  that  the  in- 
dictment was  brought  into  open  court,  a  mo- 
tion in  arrest  of  judgment  must  be  sus- 
tained. Kelly  V.  People,  39  111.  167;  Sattler 
v.  People,  69  111.  68;  Clark  v.  State,  1  Ind. 
253;  Adams  v.  State,  11  Ind.  3Q4;  Heacock 
V.  State,  42  Ind.  393;  State  v.  Dixon,  97 
Ind.  125. 

So,  while  the  objection  that  the  indict- 
ment did  not  show  that  it  was  presented  in 
court  is  not  one  of  substance,  and  does  not 
go  to  the  foundation  of  the  prosecution,  yet, 
If  it  be  taken  advantage  of  in  time  for  the 
omission  to  be  supplied  by  amendment,  the 
motion  to  quash  should  be  sustained.  Walk- 
er V.  State,  7  Tex.  App.  52. 

An  order  of  the  court  filing  an  indictment 
is  the  only  legitimate  evidence  of  its  being 
presented  to  the  court.  Com.  v.  English,  6 
Bush,  431.  And  the  order  of  the  court  filing 
the  indictment  is  sufficient  evidence  that  it 
was  filed  in  open  court,  even  if  the  clerk  has 
failed  to  indorse  it  to  that  effect.  Com.  v. 
Stegala,  8  Ky.  L.  Rep.  142. 

But  in  State  v.  Axt,  6  Iowa,  611,  it  was 
held  that  under  the  statue  no  indictment 
should  be  quashed  if  it  could  be  understood 
26  L.ILA.(N.S.) 


from  the  record,  among  other  things,  that 
it  had  been  presented  in  open  court;  and  to 
the  same  effect  were  the  decisions  in  State 
v.  Jolly,  7  Iowa,  16;  State  v.  Shepard,  lO 
Iowa,  126. 

So,  a  plea  of  abatement  is  properly  over- 
ruled if  it  appears  that  the  indictment  was- 
actually  returned  into  open  court,  although 
DO  entry  was  made  on  the  minutes  at  that 
time.  Chelsey  v.  SUte,  121  Ga.  340,  49  S. 
E.  268. 

— illustrations  of  a  sufficient  record. 

An  entry  as  follows,  "The  grand  jury  then 
came  into  court  and  rendered  the  following 
indictment,"  followed  by  a  proper  indict- 
ment, affords  sufficient  record  evidence  of 
the  finding  and  returning  into  open  court  of 
the  indictment.  Oliver  v.  State,  38  Fla.  46, 
20  So.  803. 

A  recital  in  the  record,  "This  day  comes- 
again  the  grand  jury  and  presents  to  the 
court  indictments  in  the  following  cases," 
among  which  was  one  against  the  defendant, 
sufficiently  shows  that  the  indictment 
against  the  defendant  was  publicly  present- 
ed to  the  court.  Fitzpatrick  v.  People,  98- 
III.  260. 

A  record  showing  an  entry  to  the  effect 
that  the  grand  jury  came  to'the  bar  of  the 
court  and  made  certain  presentments,  fol- 
lowing which  was  a  copy  of  the  indictment 
against  the  defendant,  is  sufficient.  Kelly  v. 
People,  132  111.  363,  24  N.  E.  56. 

Where  the  record  shows  that  the  grand 
jury  came  "into  open  court  and  returned 
the  following  indictment,"  followed  by  the 
indictment,  it  sufficiently  shows  that  it  was 
returned  into  open  court.  Willey  v.  State, 
46  Ind.  363;  and  to  the  same  general  effect 
was  the  decision  in  Clare  v.  State,  08  Ind. 
17. 

In  Wall  V.  State,  23  Ind.  150,  the  record 
showed  that  a  grand  jury  had  been  sworn 
and  impaneled,  and  that  afterwards  the 
same  grand  jury  returned  into  court  sundry 
bills  signed  by  the  foreman  as  "True  Bills;  ' 
then  followed  a  statement  by  the  clerk  that 
the  indictment  which  followed  was  one  oC 
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alleged  indictment  aa  certified  by  the  court 
are  as  follows: 

Defendant's  Bill  of  Exceptions  No.  16. 

Be  it  known  that,  on  the  21st  day  of 
March,  1908,  after. the  above  W.  H.  Renegar 
had  been  put  upon  trial,  and  several  of  the 
witnesses  for  the  government  bad  been  ex- 
amined, the  clerk  of  this  court  entered  an 
order  herein,  dated  March  18,  1008,  which 
said  order  reads  as  follows: 

Order  as  to  Finding  Indictment  by  Grand 
Jury. 

Entered  March  18,  1908. 

The  grand  jury  again  appeared  and  re- 
ported (among  others)  the  following  indict- 
ment, to  wit: 


Indictment  vs.  Pinkney  Ayers,  W.  H. 
Renegar,  W.  H.  Phillips,  and  James  N.  Bord- 
wine,  for  vio.  §  5440,  U.  S.  Rev.  Stat, 

A  True  Bill. 

Which  order  was  spread  upon  the  order 
book,  and,  for  the  first  time  known  to  coun- 
sel for  the  defendant,  on  this  the  21st  day 
of  March,  1908. 

Whereupon  counsel  for  the  defendant 
moved  the  court  to  correct  said  order,  and 
to  have  the  same  to  conform  to  the  facts 
in  reference  to  the  alleged  return  of  the 
alleged  indictment,  which  said  facts  the 
court  here  certifies  were  as  follows: 

On  the  17th  day  of  March,  1908,  in  the 
trial  of  the  case  of  The  United  States  v. 
Pinkney  Ayers,  the  evidence  was  concluded 


these,  and  it  was  held  that  the  record  suf- 
ficiently showed  that  the  indictment  had 
been  brought  into  court. 

A  record  reciting  "Come  now  the  grand 
jury  for'  the  term  aforesaid,  and  present  in 
open  court  the  following  indictments,"  fair- 
ly and  sufficiently  shows  that  the  indictment 
was  returned  into  open  court,  as  the  word 
"present"  is  the  equivalent  of  "return." 
Reeves  v.  SUte,  84  Ind.  116. 

A  recital  in  the  record  that  the  grand 
iurv  came  into  open  court  and  presented  an 
indictment,  followed  by  the  indictment  it- 
self, 18  sutticient  to  show  a  due  return  there- 
of. Mathis  V.  SUte,  94  Ind.  562;  Heath  v. 
State,  101  Ind.  512;  Padgett  v.  SUte,  103 
Ind.  550,  3  N.  E.  377. 

The  staUment  in  the  record  that  on  a  cer- 
tain day  the  grand  jury  filed  an  indictment, 
the  indictment  being  then  set  out  in  full, 
was  held  in  Lee  v.  SUte,  45  Miss.  114,  suf- 
ficiently to  show  that  it  was  duly  presented, 
as  required  by  law. 

The  record  is  sufficient  which  recites  the 
title  of  the  bill,  together  with  the  number 
and  term  and  the  crime  charged,  and  then 
proceeds  with  the  phrase  "True  Bill."  Hop- 
kins V.  Com.  50  Pa.  9,  88  Am.  Dec.  518. 

The  record  statement,  "Indictment  for 
murder  presented  by  the  grand  jury  and 
filed  and  recorded,"  is  sufficient  to  show  that 
the  indictment  was  brought  into  court.  Ho- 
gan  V.  State,  30  Wis.  428,  11  Am.  Rep.  575. 

That  the  indictment  was  duly  presented  to 
the  court  is  shown  by  a  statement  in  the 
record  as  follows:  "On  this  day  the  grand 
jury  return  to 'the  tMir,  and  through  their 
foreman  deliver  the  following  indictment  as 
a  true  bill,  to  wit.  .  .  ."  State  v.  Vin- 
cent, 91  Mo.  662,  4  S.  W.  430. 

Where  the  record  shows  that  the  indict- 
ment was  signed  by  the  county  attorney, 
and  indorsed  "A  True  Bill"  by  the  foreman 
of  the  grand  jury,  and  filed  by  the  clerk,  it 
is  sufficient  to  show  that  the  indictment 
was  duly  returned  in  open  court.  State  v. 
Jones,  2  Kan.  App.  1,  42  Pac.  392. 

—Alabama  cases. 

In  Alabama,  the  rule  is  that,  while  it  is 
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necessary  that  the  indictment  be  brought 
into  court,  yet  it  is  not  necessary  that  this 
fact  be  expressly  set  out  in  the  record. 

Thus,  an  entry  upon  the  minutes  of  the 
bringing  of  the  indictment  into  court  by  the 
g^&nd  jury  is  not  necessary  to  constitute  it 
a  legal  accusation.  State  v.  Clarkson,  3  Ala. 
378.    Mose  v.  State,  35  Ala.  421. 

And  the  record  needs  to  show  only  that 
the  filing  of  the  indictment  is  certified  to  by 
the  clerk.  Cross  v.  State,  117  Ala.  73,  23 
So.  784. 

The  fact  that  it  does  not  sufficiently  ap- 
pear that  the  indictment  was  presented  to 
the  court  by  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jury, 
in  the  presence  of  eleven  other  jurymen,  is 
not  a  sufficient  ground  for  quashing  an  in- 
dictment. Williams  v.  State,  150  Ala.  84, 
43  So.  182. 

The  only  evidence  that  an  indictment  has 
been  regularly  and  legally  returned  into 
court  required  by  statute  is  that  it  shall  be 
indorsed  "A  True  Bill,"  and  signed  by  the 
foreman  of  the  grand  jury.  Wesley  v.  State, 
52  Ala.  182;  Stanley  t.  State,  88  Ahi.  154, 
7  So.  273. 

Any  irregularity  in  the  indorsement  of 
the  indictment  as  to  the  time  when  it  was 
brought  into  court  may  be  corrected  during 
the  same  term,  by  order  of  the  courC 
Franklin  v.  State,  29  Ala.  14. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  indictment  it- 
self to  show  that  it  was  brought  into  court. 
Harrington  v.  State,  36  Ala.  236. 

A  recital  in  the  transcript  that,  "among 
other  presentments,  the  grand  jury  returned 
the  following,"  followed  by  the  indictment 
in  question,  was  held  in  McCuller  v.  State, 
40  Ala.  39,  to  be  a  proper  expression  of  the 
presentation  of  the  indictment  to  the  court. 

An  indorsement  "A  True  Bill"  signed  by 
the  foreman  of  the  grand  jury,  and  an  in- 
dorsement by  the  clerk  of  the  court,  "filed  in 
open  court  by  the  foreman  of  the  grand 
jury,  in  the  presence  of  fourteen  other  mem- 
bers of  a  grand  jury,"  followed  by  the  date, 
was  held  sufficient  in  Wesley  v.  State,  supra, 
to  show  that  the  statute  requiring  the  in- 
dictment to  be  brought  into  court  had  been 
sufficiently  complied  with.  Similar  entries 
were  held  sufficient  in  McKee  v.  State,  82 
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on  the  afternoon  of  said  March  17th,  and 
court  was  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  A.  K. 
March  18,  1908.  On  March  18th  the  judge 
of  this  court,  in  his  office,  beneath  the  court 
room  in  the  Federal  Building,  in  the  city 
of  Lynchburgi  by  appointment,  met  counsel 
for  government  and  for  the  said  Pinkney 
Ayers,  at  or  about  9  o'clock  a.  h.,  and  the 
said  judge  and  counsel  were  engaged  in  the 
consideration  of  the  instructions  in  the  case 
of  The  United  States  v.  Pinkney  Ayers,  un- 
til about  2:30  o'clock  P.  ii.,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  about  one  hour  during  which 
they  were  separated  and  were  at  lunch. 
While  the  judge  and  counsel  were  so  en- 
gaged in  the  ofiice  of  the  judge,  beneath 
the  court  room,  the  paper  herein,  purporting 
to  be  an  indictment,  was,  by  the  foreman 
of  the  grand  jury,  who  came  alone  into  the 
court  room,  handed  to  the  clerk  at  his  desk 
in  said  court  room,  and  by  him  marked 
'"Filed,"  about  12  o'clock  noon,  while  the 
judge  and  counsel  for  Pinkney  Ayers,  who 
were  also  of  the  counsel  for  the  defendant 
in  this  case,  were  engaged  in  the  judge's 
chambers;    the  judge   of   this  court   never 


having  at  that  time  been  in  the  eourt  room 
at  any  time  during  that  day,  aud  did  not 
make  his  appearance  in  the  court  room 
until  about  2:30  o'clock  P.  if.,  an  hour  or 
more  after  the  said  filing  of  the  said  alleged 
indictment,  since  which  appearance  of  the 
judge  in  the  court  room  no  proceedings  have 
been  had  upon  the  said  indictment,  except 
such  as  appear  of  record  herein. 

Counsel  for  defendant  moved  the  court  to 
correct  its  order  above  set  forth,  and  to 
make  the  same  conform  to  the  state  of  facts 
herein  set  out,  and  at  the  same  time  stated 
to  the  court  the  fact  that  the  indictment 
had  been  handed  to  the  clerk,  and  marked 
"Filed,"  in  the  absence  of  the  judge  from  the 
court  room,  was  known  to  counsel  for  de- 
fendant, on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1908,  at 
1.30  o'clock  F.  M.,  and  before  pleading  in 
abatement  or  in  bar  of  the  said  alleged  in- 
dictment; the  court  stating  that  the  jury, 
clerk,  marshal,  and  other  officers  of  the 
court  did  meet  in  the  court  room  at  10 
o'clock  A.  K.  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  and 
n'ere  simply  awaiting  the  return  of  the 
judge  tintil  he  could  fininsh  the  considera- 


Ala.  32,  2   So.  451;   Parnell  v.  State,  129 
Ala.  6,  29  So.  860. 

Where  the  record  recites  that  the  indict- 
ment was  returned  into  court  by  the  fore- 
man in  the  presence  of  all  the  other  jurors, 
it  is  a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  statute 
requiring  that  the  indictment  be  returned  in 
the  presence  of  eleven  other  jurors,  where 
the  record '  further  showed  that  there  were 
more  than  eleven  other  jurors.  Letcher 
V.  State,  159  Ala.  59,  48  So.  805. 

Amendment  to  the  record. 

Tlie  record  may  be  amended  nunc  pro 
tunc,  to  show  that  an  indictment  had  in 
fact  been  presented  in  open  court.  Johnson 
V.  State,  24  Fla.  162,  4  So.  535. 

And  though  the  record  does  not  show  that 
the  indictment  had  been  brought  into  court, 
if  it  in  fact  had  been,  tlie  trial  court,  on  a 
new  trial  being  granted,  may,  by  nuftc  pro 
tunc  entry,  make  the  record  show  that  fact ; 
but  this  can  only  be  done  in  the  presence  of 
the  defendant.  Green  v.  State,  19  Ark.  178; 
Halbrook  v.  State,  34  Ark.  520,  36  Am.  Rep. 
17 ;  Felker  v.  State,  54  Ark.  489,  16  S.  W. 
663. 

Upon  its  appearing  that  the  indictment 
had  been  duly  returned  into  court  by  a  prop- 
er grand  jury,  and  the  clerk  of  the  court  had 
failed  to  make  the  proper  entry  of  such  re- 
turn, and  the  indictment  had  since  its  re- 
turn been  on  file  in  the  court,  but  the  clerk 
had  failed  to  mark  it  as  filed,  the  court  not 
only  had  the  right  and  power,  but  it  was 
clearly  its  duty,  in  the  administration  of 
justice,  to  direct  the  making  of  a  proper 
nunc  pro  tunc  entry,  to  show  the  return  and 
filing  of  the  indictment  according  to  the 
facts  of  the  case.  Long  v.  State,  56  Ind. 
133 
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If  the  record  fails,  at  the  time  of  the  trial, 
to  show  that  the  indictment  had  been  duly 
brought  into  court,  it  is  competent,  during 
the  term  at  which  the  trial  was  had,  for  the 
court  to  make  such  entry  on  the  record  as 
will  properly  show  such  facts.  Bodldn  t. 
State,  20  Ind.  281;  Waterman  v.  SUte,  116 
Ind.  51,  18  N.  E.  63. 

Waiver. 

Although  the  indictment  may  not  haA-e 
been  properly  brought  into  court,  or  the 
record  may  not  sufficiently  set  out  that  fact, 
yet  the  defendant  may  waive  the  objection 
by  not  seasonably  raising  it. 

Thus,  in  Russell  v.  State,  33  Ala.  306,  it 
was  held  that,  where  the  defendant,  without 
objecting  to  the  legality  or  sufficiency  of  the 
return  of  the  indictment,  pleaded  not  guilty, 
he  could  not  move  in  arrest  of  judgment  be- 
cause of  any  informality  in  the  return. 

And  in  Douglass  v.  State,  8  Tex.  App.  520. 
it  was  held  that  defects  in  the  minutes  of 
the  court  as  to  the  formal  presentment  of 
the  indictment  cannot  be  taken  advantap^e  of 
after  the  verdict.  And  to  the  same  general 
effect  were  the  decisions  in  Jinks  v.  State,  .'> 
Tex.  App.  68,  and  Alderson  v.  State,  2  Tex. 
App.  10. 

So,  an  objection  that  the  bill  was  not 
properly  presented  to  the  court  is  waived  by 
a  plea  of  not  guilty,  where  there  is  no  mo- 
tion to  quash.  Kerr  v.  State,  30  Ohio  St. 
614. 

And  in  State  v.  Ledford,  133  X.  C.  714. 
45  S.  E.  044,  it  was  held  that  a  defendant 
who  asks  to  be  allowed  to  plead,  and  for  a 
severance,  without  moving  to  quash  or  mak- 
ing any  other  preliminary  motion,  waives 
any  irregularity  in  the  presentment  of  tie 
indictment. 
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tion  of  the  instructions,  which  for  conven- 
ience was  being  done  in  the  judge's  cham- 
bers, on  the  £oor  below;  ateo  that  the  court 
has,  at  a  previous  term,  given  iRstructions 
to  the  clerk  and  to  the  assistant  district 
attorney,  that  no  further  announcement 
should  be  made  of  an  indictment  found  by 
the  g^and  jury,  and  that  the  same,  after 
indorsement,  should  be  brought  by  the  fore- 
man and  handed  to  the  clerk,  who  would 
thereupon  mark  the  same  '7iled,"  and  pro- 
ceed to  make  the  regular  order  of  entry; 
the  reason  for  such  instruction  being  that 
frequently  parties  who  were  indicted  learned 
of  the  facts  through  the  public  announce- 
ment thereof  in  the  court  room  before 
capiases  for  their  arrest  could  be  served, 
thus  leading  to  difliculties  in  making  arrests 
and  to  flights.  But  tlie  court  certifies  that 
the  defendant,  W.  H.  Renegar,  was  in  at- 
tendance upon  this  court  on  a  bond  not  to 
depart  without  leave  of  court,  and  that 
notliing  contained  in  the  direction  hereinbe- 
fore referred  to  in  any  manner  applied  to 
this  particular  case. 

It  being  conceived,  therefore,  by  the  judge 


of  the  court  that  the  indictment  was  in 
legal  effect  returned  into  court  and  entered, 
and  that  the  order  as  written  by  the  clerk 
is  in  proper  form,  and  as  the  court  docs 
not  conceive  that  the  defendant  would  bo 
prejudiced  by  its  refusal  to  now  change  the 
said  order,  did  overrule  the  motion  of  coun- 
sel for  defendant. 

The  5th  Amendment  to  the  Constitution 
provides  that  no  pe'raon  shall  be  held  to 
answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous 
crime  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indict- 
ment of  a  grand  jury.  As  the  statute  au- 
thorized, and  the  court  imposed,  a  sentence 
of  two  years  in  the  penitentiary,  there  can 
be  no  question  that  the'  defendant  was 
charged  with  an  infamous  crime  (Ex  parte 
Wilson,  114  U.  S.  426,  29  L.  ed.  92,  5  Sup. 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  935;  Mackin  v.  United 
States,  117  U.  S.  352,  29  L.  ed.  911,  6  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  777;  and  a  fundamental  prerequi- 
site to  the  defendant's  trial  was  an  in- 
dictment by  the  grand  jury.  Does  a  papar 
purporting  to  be  an  indictment,  upon  which 
the  foreman  has  indorsed  "A  True  Bill," 
handed  to  the  clerk  when  the  court  is  not 


Where  the  record  shows  that  the  prisoner 
was  arraigned,  pleaded,  tried,  and  was  found 
guilty,  and  then  made  a  motion  in  arrest 
of  judgment,  it  was  held  in  Gallaher  v. 
State,  17  Fla.  370,  that  it  was  then  too  late 
to  make,  for  the  first  time,  the  objection 
that  the  record  did  not  show  that  the  grand 
jury  presented  the  indictment  in  open  court. 

The  sufiiciency  of  the  return  of  an  indict- 
ment cannot  be  questioned  for  the  first  time 
on  appeal.  Westcott  v.  State,  31  Fla.  458, 
12  So.  84G;  State  v.  Sharpe,  119  Mo.  App. 
386,  95  S.  W.  298. 

By  a  failure  in  the  trial  court  to  demur 
to  an  indictment,  or  move  to  set  it  aside,  it 
was  held  in  Patterson  v.  Com.  80  Ky.  313, 
6  S.  W.  387,  that  the  accused  waives  the 
right  on  appeal  to  make  the  objection  that 
the  indictment  was  not  properly  brought  in- 
to open  court. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  defendant  had 
pleaded  not  guilty,  and  had  been  convicted, 
be  may,  after  a  reversal  of  the  judgment, 
take  advantage  of  the  fact  that  the  record 
does  not  show  that  the  indictment  had  been 
returned,  as  u|H)n  the  granting  of  a  new 
trial  the  cause  stands  as  though  it  never  had 
been  tried.    Cox  v.  State,  7  Tex.  App.  495. 

Miscellaneous  cases. 

An  objection  that  the  record  states  that 
the  indictment  was  "reported,"  instead  of 
"presented,"  is  immaterial.  ■  Patterson  v. 
Com.  supra. 

A  record  statement  that  the  indictment 
was  returned  "into  court"  necnssarily  means 
that  it  was  returned  into  open  court.  Ma- 
ples V.  State,  3  Heisk.  408. 

A  statement  in  the  record  thnt  the  indict- 
ment was  returned  "in  open  court"  means 
that  the  court  was  in  session  at  the  time  of 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  return.     State  v.  Cuuninguaui,  J^U  .m.. 
507,  32  S.  W.  970. 

Where  a  presentment  is  signed  by  all  the 
members  of  the  jury,  and  is  a  part  of  the 
record,  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  record  to 
state  that  the  grand  jury  returned  the  pre- 
sentment.   State  V.  Muzingo,  Meigs,  112. 

In  Georgia  it  has  been  held  that  the  sworn 
bailitf  of  the  grand  jury  is  competent  to 
make  return  of  bills  found  by  the  gr.and 
jury  (Davis  v.  State,  74  Ga.  870;  Dnnforth 
v.  State,  75  Ga.  614,  58  Am.  Rep.  480),  but 
not  the  solicitor  general  (Bowen  v.  State,  81 
Ga.  482,  8  S.  E.  736). 

The  finding  of  the  court  below  that  an  in- 
dictment-had  been  regularly  presented  can- 
not be  overthrown  by  allldavits  that  it  was 
presented  and  filed  after  the  court  had  ad- 
journed. State  V.  Gibbs,  39  Iowa,  318;  and 
to  the  stvme  general  elTect  is  State  v.  Mcln-  ' 
tire,  59  Iowa,  207,  13  N.  W.  287. 

The  handing  of  an  indictment  to  the 
clerk  in  open  court,  and  the  entry  of  it  on 
the  record,  is  a  sufficient  publication.  Unit- 
ed States  V.  Butler,  1  Hughes,  457,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  14,700. 

The  statute  does  not  require  that  the  in- 
dictment shall  be  indorsed  to  the  efTeot  that 
it  was  presented  in  open  court.  Fitzcox  v. 
State,  52  Miss.  923. 

Where  the  Code  makes  the  "marking"  of 
the  indictment  as  filed,  dating  it,  etc.,  the 
exclusive  evidence  of  the  finding  and  presen- 
tation of  an  indictment,  a  demurrer  to  an 
indictment  founded  upon  the  clerk's  failure 
BO  to  indorse  it  should  ue  sustained.  Stan- 
ford V.  State,  76  Miss.  257,  24  So.  536. 

By  the  Mississippi  statute  of  February  0, 
1878,  the  filing  of  an  indictment  was  made 
evidence  of  the  proper  and  legal  return  of 
the  indictment.  Cook  v.  State,  57  Miss. 
C54;  Smith  v.  State,  58  Miss.  867. 
44 
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in  gession,  aud  when  none  of  the  grand  jury 
except  the  foreman  are  present,  conform  to 
those  settled  usages  and  modes  of  proceed- 
ing which,  from  the  earliest  days,  have  gov- 
erned the  finding  of  indictments  t  1  Chitty, 
Crim.  Law,  324,  describes  the  mode  in  which 
the  grand  jury  returns  the  results  of  their 
inquiries  to  the  court,  hy  indorsing  "A  True 
Bill"  if  found,  and  "Not  a  True  Bill"  if  re- 
jectnd;  and  says:  "When  the  jury  have 
made  these  indorsements  on  the  bills,  they 
bring  them  publicly  into  court,  and  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  at  sessions,  or  clerk  of 
assize  on  the  circuit,  calls  all  the  jurymen 
by  name,  who  severally  answer  to  signify 
that  they  are  present,  and  then  the  clerk  of 
the  peace  or  assize  asks  the  jury  whether 
they  agreed  upon  any  bills,  and  bids  them 
present  them  to  the  court,  and  then  the 
foreman  of  the  jury  hands  the  indictments 
to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  or  clerk  of  assize." 

4  Bl.  Com.  306,  also  describes  the  func- 
tions of  the  gi'and  jury  and  the  methods  of 
its  proceedings,  the  necessity  of  twelve  at 
least  assenting  to  the  accusation,  and  adds: 
"And  the  indictment  when  so  found  is  pub- 
licly delivered  into  court." 

A  later  text  writer  (1  liishop,  Crim.  Proc. 
S  869)  says:  "When  the  grand  jury  has 
found  its  indictments,  it  returns  them  into 
open  court,  going  personally  in  a  body." 

The  Compilation,  22  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p. 
210,  cites  cases  from  fifteen  states  to  sup- 
port the  proposition  in  the  text  that  the 
"finding  by  the  grand  jury  of  a  true  bill 
and  an  indorsement  thereon  to  such  effect 
are  not  alone  sufficient  to  render  it  valid 
as  an  indictment,  but  it  is  further  necessary 
that  the  bill  shall  be  presented  or  returned 
by  the  grand  jury  in  open  court."  It  would 
unduly  extend  this  opinion  to  cite  all  of 
these  cases,  and  we  limit  ourselves  to  an 
examination  of  cases  in  this,  the  fourth  cir- 
cuit, and,  first,  as  to  the  practice  in  the 
state  of  Virginia,  where  this  case  arose. 

In  Com.  V.  Cawood,  2  Va.  Cas.  541,  de- 
cided in  1826,  Judge  Brockenbrough,  de- 
livering the  opinion  of  the  court,  says:  "The 
accusation  in  due  and  solemn  form  is  as 
indispensable  as  the  conviction.  What, 
then,  is  the  solemnity  required  by  law  in 
making  the  accusation?  The  bill  of  indict- 
ment is  sent  or  delivered  to  the  grand  jury, 
who,  after  hearing  all  the  evidence  adduced 
by  the  commonwealth,  decide  whether  it  be 
a  true  bill  or  not.  If  they  find  it  so,  the 
foreman  of  the  grand  jury  indorses  on  it 
'A  True  Bill,'  and  signs  his  name  as  fore- 
man, and  then  the  bill  is  brought  into  court 
by  the  whole  grand  jury,  and  in  open  court 
it  is  publicly  delivered  to  *he  clerk,  who 
records  the  fact.  It  is  necessary  that  it 
should  be  presented  publicly  by  the  grand 
jury:  that  is  the  evidence  required  by  law 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


to  prove  that  it  is  sanctioned  by  the  ac- 
cusing body,  and,  until  it  if  so  presented  by 
the  grand  jury,  with  the  indorsement  afore- 
said, the  party  charged  by  it  is  not  indicted, 
nor  is  he  required  or  bound  to  answer  to 
any  charge  against  him  which  is  not  so 
presented.  .  .  .  The  circumstance  thit 
this  bill  is  indorsed  'A  True  Bill,'  and  signed 
by  David  Campbell,  foreman,  affords  no 
record  proof  that  the  bill  was  found  by  ur 
grand  jury,  nor  particularly  by  this  grand 
jury.  That  gentleman  may  have  been  fre- 
quently the  foreman  of  other  grand  juries 
in  the  same  court,  and,  though  we  all  know 
as  men  that  he  would  not  sign  any  paper 
as  foreman  without  being  really  so,  yet  as 
judges  we  must  require  record  proof  that  lie 
was  authorized  by  the  grand  jury  of  which  he 
was  foreman  to  make  the  indorsement  nov 
before  us,  and  that  he  presented  it 'in  their 
presence  in  open  court  as  the  accusation 
against  this  individual." 

The  judgment  of  the  court  was  that  "Hu 
it  does  not  appear  from  the  records  .  .  . 
that  the  grand  jury  had  presented  any  bill 
of  indictment  against  Benjamin  Cawood  for 
murder,  in  open  court,  as  a  true  bill, 
.  .  .  that  the  subsequent  plea  of  not 
guilty    .     .     .     does  not  cure  the  defect." 

In  the  case  of  Price  v.  Com.  (1872)  11 
Gratt.  859,  the  court,  through  Moncure,  its 
president,  referring  to  the  Cawood  Case, 
says:  "That  is  a  case  of  the  highest  author- 
ity. It  was  argued  with  great  ability  br 
very  able  counsel,  both  for  the  common- 
wealth and  the  accused,  and  was  decided  by 
very  able  judges." 

In  Simmons  v.  Com.  89  Va.  157,  15  S. 
E.  387,  decided  in  1892,  the  court  says:  "It 
still  does  not  appear  that  the  indictment 
was  delivered  in  court  by  the  grand  jury, 
and  its  finding  recorded.  This  omission  is 
a  fatal  defect.  No  man  can  be  tried  for 
a  felony  in  the  courts  of  this  commonwealth 
except  upon  an  indictment  of  a  grand  jarv. 
and  the  indictment  to  be  valid  must  be 
presented  in  open  court  and  the  fact  record- 
ed. Until  this  is  done,  the  accused  is  not 
indicted.  This  was  decided  in  Cawood's 
Case,  nearly  three  quarters  of  a  century 
ago.  ...  It  was  held  to  be  essential 
to  the  validity  of  an  indictment  that  it  be 
publicly  delivered  in  open  court,  and  that 
the  fact  be  recorded;  that  this  is  the  evi- 
dence required  by  law  to  prove  that  it  is 
sanctioned  by  the  accusing  body;  and  that, 
until  it  is  so  presented,  the  party  charge<l 
by  it  is  not  indicted.  .  .  .  That  case  has 
always  been  regarded  as  settling  the  rule 
in  this  state." 

In  the  state  of  West  Virginia,  the  su- 
preme court  in  State  v.  Reaton,  23  W.  Va. 
778,  decided  in  1883,  says:  "The  solemnity 
required  by  law  in  making  a  criminal  ae- 
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ODwtion  is  thus  stated  by  the  court  ia  Com. 
to  Cawood,  supra." 

There  follows  a  quotation  from  the  opin- 
ion in  that  case  which  is  cited  above. 
"There  is  no  question  but  that  this  correct- 
ly describes  tlie  regular  and  proper  mode  of 
proceeding  in  the  institution  and  presenta- 
tion of  criminal  charges,  both  ia  Bngland 
and  in  this  state." 

In  Xorth  Carolina,  the  supreme  oonrt  in 
SUte  V.  Cox,  28  N.  C.  (6  Ired.  L.)  446, 
decided  in  1846,  refers  to  the  proper  prac- 
tice. There  was  contention  there  that  the 
prewntment  (which  was  a  case  of  misde- 
meanor) had  not  been  signed  by  twelve  of 
the  body,  and  it  was  held  that  that  was  not 
necessary,  and  the  court  says:  "The  bill, 
however,  being  the  act  of  the  jury,  they 
ought  in  every  instance  to  be  in  court  when 
one  is  returned,  and  so  in  making  a  present- 
ment; and  to  ascertain  that  they  are  pres- 
ent, they  ought  always  to  be  called  by  the 
clerk." 

And  in  State  v.  Bordeaux,  93  N.  C.>563, 
tha  court  says:  "We  believe  a  loose  practice 
prevails  in  many  of  our  courts  with  re- 
spect to  the  return  of  bills  of  indictment 
into  court  by  the  grand  jury.  It  is  often  the 
case  that  the  bills  are  carried  into  court  by 
the  foreman  alone,  but  this  is  a  practice 
to  be  condemned,  because  it  is  not  the  legal 
mode  of  proceeding.  The  law  requires  that 
the  grand  jury  should  make  their  returns 
in  a  body,  that  the  court  may  see  that  they 
as  a  body  assent  to  the  returns  made." 

Xo  case  has  been  cited  from  South  Caro- 
lina, but  the  writer  of  this  opinion,  who 
had  many  years'  experience  as  a  prosecuting 
officer  in  that  state,  can  say  that  the  invari- 
able rule  in  that  state,  both  in  the  state  and 
in  the  Federal  courts,  has  been  that  a  grand 
jury,  when  it  has  any  presentments  to 
make,  comes  into  court,  and  the  clerk  calls 
the  names  of  all  of  the  grand  jury.  The 
cleric  then  asks  the  foreman  if  he  has  any 
presentments,  and  the  bills  are  handed  to 
the  clerk,  and  the  result  of  the  finding  as  to 
each  bill  is  announced  by  the  clerk  in  open 
court.  It  has  not  infrequently  happened 
that  a  mistake  in  such  announcement  has 
been  corrected  by  some  grand  juror  present. 
That  the  practice  has  been  as  stated  is  re- 
ferred to  in  State  v.  Creighton,  1  Nott  & 
M'C.  256,  where  objection  was  made  to  the 
finding  of  the  grand  jury  in  writing,  which 
had  been  publicly  announced  by  the  clerk  in 
their  presence,  but  not  signed  by  the  fore- 
man, and  the  court  says:  "It  has  long  been 
a  custom  in  this  state  for  the  foreman  of 
a  grand  jury  to  sign  their  finding,  and  per- 
haps it  would  still  be  advisable  to  adhere 
to  it,  but  I  concur  in  the  opinion  that  its 
being  in  writing,  and  having  been  publicly 
announced  by  the  clerk,  as  is  invariably  the 
26  LJLA.(N.S.) 


case,  in  the  presence  of  the  grand  jury,  is  a 
sufficient  guard  against  misconstruction  or 
perversion,  and,  as  there  is  no  positive  law 
requiring  it,  it  is  not  essentially  necessary 
to  its  validity  that  it  should  be  signed  by 
the  foreman." 

The  overwhelming  weight  of  opinion  and 
authority  is  that  it  is  essential  to  the  va- 
lidity of  an  indictment  that  it  be  presented 
in  open  court  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
grand  jury. 

One  of  the  cases  cited  by  the  attorney  for 
the  government  as  establishing  a  different 
rule  is  Danforth  v.  State,  75  Ga.  614,  58 
Am.  Rep.  480,  where  it  was  held  that  the 
sworn  bailiff  is  competent  to  make  return 
in  court  of  bills  found  by  the  grand  jury. 
This  is  under  a  statute  of  Georgia,  where 
a  part  of  the  oath  of  the  bailiff  of  the 
grand  jury  is  as  follows:  "You  do  solemnly 
swear  that  you  will  .  .  .  carefully  de- 
liver to  that  body  all  such  bills  of  indict- 
ment or  other  things  as  shall  be  sent  to 
them  by  the  court,  without  alteration,  and 
as  carefully  return  all  such  as  shall  be  sent 
by  that  body  to  the  court." 

In  Sampson  v.  State,  124  Ga.  776,  53  S.  E. 
332,  4  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  525,  the  supreme 
court  of  that  state,  February  15,  1906,  held 
as  follows:  "An  indictment  must  be  re- 
turned into  open  court.  Accordingly,  when 
the  judge  of  a  superior  court,  at  10  o'clock 
A.  If.  of  a  given  day,  ordered  that  a  recess 
of  the  session  of  the  court  for  that  day  be 
taken  from  that  hour  until  8:30  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  and  then  left  the  court- 
house, and  did  not  return  during  the  re- 
mainder of  that  day,  an  indictment  re- 
turned during  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day  by  the  bailiff  of  the  grand  jury  to  the 
clerk  of  the  court  while  he  was  in  the  court 
room  was  not  properly  returned." 

In  its  opinion  the  court  refers  to  the 
practice  which  had  always  prevailed  of 
grand  juries  returning  indictments  into  open 
court  until  the  adoption  of  the  Code  of  1882, 
after  which  it  was  held,  as  in  Danforth's 
Case,  that  the  bailiff  might  make  such  re- 
turn, and  says:  "As  under  the  old  practice 
the  grand  jury  was  required  to  return  in- 
dictments and  presentments  into  open  court, 
it  follows  that  the  bailiff  must  do  likewise," 
citing  Gardner  v.  People,  20  111.  430,  where 
the  court,  after  holding,  before  a  party  can 
be  tried  on  an  indictment,  it  must  appear 
from  the  record  that  it  was  returned  into 
open  court,  said:  "This  requirement  is  prop- 
er for  the  protection  of  the  citizen  against 
lieing  forced  to  defend  himself  against 
charges  never  acted  upon  or  presented  by  a 
grand  jury.  If  it  were  otherwise,  by  either 
accident  or  design,  he  might  be  compelled  to 
make  such  defense." 

And   tioodson    v.   Stafe,   29   Fla.   511,   30 
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Am.  St.  Rep.  135,  10  So.  738:  "The  only 
recognized  manner  in  which  the  findings  of 
a  grand  jury  can  be  autlioritatively  pre- 
sented is  in  open  court.  .  .  .  Were  the 
rule  otherwise,  it  would  render  it  possible 
for  a  designing  or  revengeful  foreman  of  a 
grand  jury  to  ruin  any  citizen  by  surrepti- 
tiously filing  with  the  clerk  in  his  office  an 
indictment  manufactured  by  himself  alone, 
upon  which  his  fellow  jurors  bad  taken  no 
action." 

Very  few  cases  are  found  which  show  the 
practice  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
relating  to  the  presentments  of  grand  juries. 
In  United  States  v.  Butler,  1  Hughes,  457, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,700,  heard  before  Chief 
Justice  Waite  and  Circuit  Judge  Bond,  a 
motion  was  made  by  the  defendants  that 
they  be  not  compelled  to  answer  the  indict- 
ment, on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  a  legal 
instrument,  as  there  had  been  no  formal 
publication  of  the  finding  of  the  grand  jury 
in  court.  Bond,  Circuit  Judge,  stated  that 
he  remembered  the  circumstances  of  the 
finding  of  this  indictment.  "It  had  been 
brought  in  by  the  grand  jury.  The  fore- 
man had  handed  it  to  the  clerk,  by  whom 
it  was  handed,  to  the  court  for  inspection, 
and  afterwards  it  was  handed  back  to  the 
clerk  for  entry.  The  names  of  the.  grand 
jurors  had  been  called  out,  and  they  had 
been  asked  if  this  was  their  finding,  and 
they  had  answered  that  it  was;  that  the 
handing  of  the  indictment  to  the  clerk  and 
the  entry  of  it  on  the  record  was  all  the 
publication  ever  intended.  It  was  not 
meant  that  the  whole  world  should  know 
who  were  indicted  and  for  what  offenses, 
because  the  accused  could  then  escape." 
Chief  Justice  Waite  stated  that  he  hod 
never  known  any  other  practice.  From  this 
it  clearly  appears  that  the  indictment  had 
been  brought  into  open  court  by  the  grand 
jury,  and  that  their  names  had  been  called; 
the  Chief  Justice  statirg  that  he  had  never 
known  any  other  practice. 

In  Grain  v.  United  States,  162  U.  S.  625, 
40  L.  ed.  1097,  30  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  952,  the 
record  showed  an  indictment,  the  appear- 
ance of  the  accused  in  person  and  by  his 
attorneys,  an  order  by  the  court  that  a  jury 
come  to  "try  the  issue  joined,"  the  selection 
of  a  jury  who  was  sworn  to  try  the  issue 
joined  and  a  true  verdict  render,  the  trial 
and  verdict,  finding  the  prisoner  guilty ;  but 
did  not  show  that  the  accused  was  ever 
formally  arraigned.  The  verdict  was  set 
aside  on  that  ground,  and  §  1025  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901, 
p.  720,  was  considered.  Justice  Harlan, 
delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  says: 
"Neither  sound  reason  nor  public  policy  jus- 
tifies any  departure  from  settled  principles 
applicable  in  criminal  prosecutions  for  in- 
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famous  crimes.  Even  if  there  were  a  wide 
divergence  among  the  authorities  upon  this 
subject,  safety  lies  in  adhering  to  estab- 
lished modes  of  procedure  devised  for  the 
security  of  life  and  liberty;  nor  ought  the 
courts  'in  their  abhorrence  of  crime,  nor 
because  of  their  anxiety  to  enfor«:e  the  law 
against  criminals,  to  countenance  the  care- 
less manner  in  which  the  records  of  case* 
involving  the  life  or  liberty  of  an  accuse:! 
are  often  prepared.  .  .  .  We  may  have 
a  belief  that  the  accused  in  the  present  case 
did  in  fact  plead  not  guilty  of  the  charges 
against  him  in  the  indictment,  but  this 
belief  is  not  founded  upon  any  clear,  dis- 
tinct, affirmative  statement  of  record,  but 
upon  inference  merely.  That  will  not  suf- 
fice. We  are  of  opinion  that  the  rule  re- 
quiring the  record  of  a  trial  for  an  infamotis 
crime  to  show  affirmatively  that  it  was 
demanded  of  the  accused  to  plead  to  the 
indictment,  or  that  he  did  so  plead,  is  not  a 
matter  of  form  only,  but  of  substance,  in 
the.  administration  of  the  criminal  law: 
consequently  such  a  defect  in  the  record 
of  a  criminal  trial  is  not  cured  by  §  1025  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  but  involves  the  sub- 
stantial rights  of  the  accused.  .  .  .  The 
suggestion  that  the  trial  court  would  not 
have  stated  in  its  order  that  the  jury  was 
sworn  to  try  and  tried  'the  issue  joined' 
unless  the  defendant  pleaded,  or  was  ordered 
to  plead,  to  the  indictment,  cannot  be  made 
the  basis  of  judicial  action,  without  en- 
dangering the  just  and  orderly  administra- 
tion of  the  criminal  law.  The  present  de- 
fendant may  be  guilty,  and  may  deserve  the 
full  punishment  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
sentence  of  the  trial  court,  but  it  were 
better  that  he  should  escape  altogether  than 
that  the  court  should  sustain  a  judgment  of 
conviction  of  an  infamous  crime  where  the 
record  does  not  clearly  show  tlwt  there  was 
a  valid  trial.'' 

Bishop,  in  his  work  on  Criminal  Proce- 
dure, §  131,  defines  an  indictment  as  a 
"written  accusation  against  a  specified  per- 
son or  persons  of  some  crime,  the  elements 
whereof  it  states,  made  on  oath,  by  not  less 
than  twelve  of  a  grand  jury,  to  be  carried 
into  court,  and  there  become  of  record."  4 
Bl.  Com.  309,  says:  "The  founders  of  the 
English  law  have,  -with  excellent  foreca.'it. 
contrived  that  no  man  should  be  called  to 
answer  to  the  King  for  any  capital  crime 
unless  upon  the  preparatory  accusation  of 
twelve  or  more  of  his  fellow  subjects,  the 
grand  jury,  and  that  the  truth  of  every  ac- 
cusation .  .  .  should  afterwards  be  con- 
firmed by  the  unanimous  suffrage  of  twelve 
of  his  equals  and  neighbors,  indifferently 
chosen  and  superior  to  all  suspicion,  so  that 
the  liberties  of  England  cannot  but  subsist, 
so   long  as  this  palladium  remains  cacivd 
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and  inviolate,  not  only  from  all  open  at- 
tacks (which  none  will  be  so  hardy  an  to 
make),  but  also  from  all  secret  machina- 
tions which  may  sap  and  undermine  it  by 
introducing  new  and  arbitrary  methods  of 
trial.  .  .  .  And,  however  convenient 
these  may  appear  at  first  (as  doubtless  all 
arbitrary  powers  well  executed  are  the  most 
convenient),  yet  let  it  be  again  remembered 
that  delays  and  little  inconveniences  in  the 
forms  of  justice  are  the  price  that  all  free 
nations  must  pay  for  their  liberty  in  more 
substantial  matters.  That  these  inroads 
upon  the  sacred  bulwark  of  the  nation  are 
fundamentally  opposite  to  the  spirit  of  our 
Constitution,  and  that,  though  be^in  in 
trifles,  the  precedent  will  gradually  in- 
crease and  spread,  to  the  utter  disuse  of 
jurors  in  questions  of  the  most  momentous 
concern."    Tages  349,  350. 

Mr.  Justice  Wilson  (Works,  vol.  3,  p.  303) 
says:  "Among  all  the  plans  and  establish- 
ments, however,  which  have  been  devised  for 
securing  the  wise  and  uniform  execution  of 
the  criminal  laws,  the  institution  of  grand 
juries  holds  the  most  distinguished  place. 
This  institution  is,  at  least  in  the  present 
times,  the  peculiar  boast  of  the  common 
law.  The  era  of  its  commencement  and  the 
particulars  attending  its  gradual  progress 
and  improvement  are  concealed  behind  the 
thick  veil  of  a  very  remote  antiquity,  but 
one  thing  concerning  it  is  certain.  In  the 
annals  of  the  world  there  is  not  found  any 
institution  so  well  adapted  far  avoiding  all 
the  inconveniences  and  abuses  which  would 
otherwise  arise  from  malice,  from  rigor, 
from  negligence,  or  from  partiality,  in  the 
prosecution  of  crimes." 

Judge  King  in  Com.  ex  rel.  Jack  v.  Crans, 
2  aark  (Pa.)  172,  says:  "Let  any  reflecting 
man,  be  he  layman  or  lawyer,  consider  of 
the  consequences  which  would  follow  if 
every  individual  could,  at  his  pleasure, 
throw  his  malice  or  his  prejudices  into  the 
grand  jury  room."  "Into  every  quarter  of 
the  globe  in  which  the  Anglo-Saxon  race 
have  formed  settlements,  they  have  carried 
with  them  this  time-honoured  institution, 
ever  regarding  it  with  the  deepest  venera- 
tion, and  connecting  its  perpetuity  with  that 
of  civil  liberty."  In  their  independent  ac- 
tion the  persecuted  have  found  the  most 
fearless  protectors,  and  in  tlie  records  of 
their  doings  are  to  be  discovered  the  noblest 
stands  against  the  oppressions  of  power,  the 
virulence  of  malice,  and  the  intemperance 
of  prejudice. 

Mr.  Justice  Field,  in  his  charge  to  the 
Grand  Jury  (2  Sawy.  667,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
18,25S),  says:  "In  this  countrj',  from  the 
popular  character  of  our  institutions  there 
has  seldom  been  any  contest  between  the 
government  and  the  citizen  which  required 
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the  existence  of  the  grand  jury  as  a  protec- 
tion against  oppressive  action  of  the  govern- 
ment. Yet  the  institution  was  adopted  in 
this  country,  and  is  continued  from  con- 
siderations similar  to  those  which  give  to 
it  its  chief  value  in  England,  and  is  designed 
as  a  means  not  only  of  bringing  to  trial 
persons  accused  of  public  offenses  upon  just 
grounds,  but  also  as  a  means  of  protectiii:; 
the  citizen  against  unfounded  accusation, 
whether  it  conies  from  government,  or  be 
prompted  by  partisan  passion  or  privote 
enmity.  No  person  shall  be  required,  ac- 
cording to  the  fundamental  Jaw  of  the  coun- 
try, except  in  the  cases  mentioned,  to  an- 
swer for  any  of  the  higher  crimes,  unless 
this  body,  consisting  of  not  less  than  six- 
teen, or  more  than  twenty-three,  good  and 
lawful  men  selected  from  the  body  of  tha 
district,  shall  declare,  upon  careful  delibera- 
tion, under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath,  that 
there  is  good  reason  for  his  accusation  and 
trial.  From  these  observations  it  will  be 
seen,  gentlemen,  that  there  is  a  double  duty 
east  upon  you  as  grand  jurors  of  this  dis- 
trict,— one,  a  duty  to  the  government,  or, 
more  properly  speaking,  to  society,  to  see 
that  parties  against  whom  there  is  just 
ground  to  charge  the  commission  of  crime 
shall  be  held  to  answer  the  charge;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  duty  to  the  citizen,  to 
see  that  he  is  not  subjected  to  prosecution 
upon  accusations  having  no  better  founda- 
tion than  public  clamour  or  private  malice." 

He  refers  to  the  impression  which  widely 
prevails  that  the  institution  of  the  grand 
jury  has  outlived  its  usefulness,  an  impres- 
sion which  had  been  created  from  a  disre- 
gard of  those  qualities,  and  the  facility  with 
which  it  has  unfortunately  often  been  used 
as  an  instrument  for  the  gratification  of 
private  malice,  saying:  "There  has  hardly 
been  a  session  of  the  grand  jury  of  this 
■court  for  years  at  which  instances  have  not 
occurred  of  personal  solicitation  to  some  of 
its  members  to  obtain  or  prevent  the  pre- 
sentment or  indictment  of  parties." 

And,  quoting  from  the  charge  of  Judge 
King  above  referred  to:  "Let  any  reflecting 
man,  be  he  layman  or  lawyer,  consider  the 
consequences  which  would  follow  if  every 
individual  could,  at  his  pleasure,  throw  his 
malice  or  his  prejudice  into  the  grand  jury 
room,  and  he  will  of  necessity  conclude  that 
the  rule  of  law  which  forbids  all  communica- 
tion with  grand  juries  engaged  in  criminal 
investigation,  except  through  the  ptiblic  in- 
structions of  courts  and  the  testimony  of 
sworn  witnesses,  is  a  rule  of  safety  to  the 
community." 

When  the  Constitution  enumerated  those 
guaranties  intended  for  the  security  of  per- 
sonal rights,  and  among  them  that  no  per- 
son shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or 
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infamous  crime  unleM  on  tlie  presentment 
or  indictment  of  the  grand  jury,-  it  mani- 
festly intended  a  valid  indictment,  found 
and  presented  according  to  those  ancient 
rules  and  safeguards  whicti  the  law  and 
immemorial  custom  have  provided  for  the 
conduct  of  grand  juries.  It  did  not  meian 
a  mere  form  of  indictment,  but  it  meant  a 
formal  accusation  of  the  offense  charged,  of 
which  at  least  twelve  of  the  grand  jury 
were  satisfied  of  the  truth,  and  publicly  re- 
turned into  court,  indorsed  as  a  true  bill. 
Until  and  unless  it  is  so  presented,  it  is  no 
indictment.  The  fundamental  prerequisite 
to  the  trial  of  the  defendant  for  the  offense 
charged  against  him  was  an  indictment  by 
the  grand  jury.  Every  text  writer,  from 
Chitty  and  Blackstone  down  to  Bishop  and 
Joyce,  is  in  agreement  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  indictments  should  be  found.  They 
all  agree  that,  when  the  grand  jury  has 
acted  upon  the  bills  submitted  to  them,  they 
come  publicly  into  court,  their  names  are 
called,  and  the  foreman  hands  the  indict- 
ment to  the  clefk.  It  is  not  without  reason 
that  this  formality  is  required,  and  that  the 
grand  jury  should  be  present  when  the  in- 
dictment is  presented  to  the  court;  for, 
before  a  man  can  be  held  to  answer  for  a 
capital  or  infamous  offense,  at  least  twelve 
of  the  grand  jurors  must  agree  to  the  find- 
ing of  a  true  bill.  If  the  grand  jury  ia 
present  when  the  presentment  is  made,  their 
assent  is  conclusively  presumed,  unless  some- 
thing to  the  contrary  appears.  If  they  arc 
not  present,  there  can  be  no  such  presump- 
tion. 

As  was  said  in  Ca wood's  Case:  "It  is 
necessary  that  it  should  be  presented  pub- 
licly by  the  grand  jury ;  that  is  the  evidence 
required  by  law  to  prove  that  it  is  sanc- 
tioned by  the  accusing  body;  and,  until  it 
is  so  presented  by  the  grand  jury,  with  the 
indorsement  aforesaid,  the  party  charged  by 
it  is  not  indicted;  nor  is  he  required  or 
bound  to  answer  to  any  diarge  against  him 
which  is  not  so  presented." 

The  foreman  is  not  the  representative  of 
the  grand  jury.  He  is  authorized  to  Bpeal( 
for  it  in  its  presence,  when  called  on  by  the 
court  to  say  whether  the  grand  jury  has 
any  presentments  to  make.  Any  other  rule 
would  put  it  in  the  power  of  an  individual 
who  happened  to  be  foreman  of  the  grand 
jury,  to  gratify  personal  or  other  malice  by 
presenting  in  the  form  of  an  indictment  for 
an  infamous  offense  a  person  innocent  of  all 
crime,  and  subject  him  to  the  annoyance, 
expense,  and  infamy  attendant  upon  such 
accusation.  It  is  not  enough  to  say  that 
such  a  thing  is  improbable;  that  it  is  pos- 
sible is  sufficient  reason  for  adhering  to 
those  rules  which  have  the  sanction  of  time 
and  immemorial  usage, 
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That  the  court  was  not  in  aession  niien 
this  paper  was  handed  to  the  clerk  is  ad- 
mitted. The  opening  of  a  court  is  a  aolcma 
judicial  act,  and  must  be  performed  by  the 
judge  in  person.  The  clerk  is  a  mere  minis- 
terial officer,  and  without  statutory  anthor- 
ity  can  exercise  no  judicial  function,  ii 
the  court  was  not  in  session,  it  would  be 
the  same  as  if  this  paper  had  been  handed 
to  him  on  the  street.  As  is  well  said  bv 
Mr.  Jtutice  Bradley:  "Illegitimate  and  un 
constitutional  practices  get  their  first  foot- 
ing in  that  way,  namely,  by  silent  ap- 
proaches and  slight  deviations  from  lepal 
modes  of  procedure.  This  can  only  be  ob- 
viated by  adhering  to  the  rule  that  constitu- 
tional provisions  for  the  security  of  person 
and  property  should  be  liberally  construeJ. 
A  close  and  literal  construction  deprivrs 
them  of  half  their  efficacy,  and  leads  to 
gradual  depreciation  of  the  right,  as  if  it 
consisted  more  in  sound  than  in  substance. 
It  is  the  duty  of  all  the  courts  to  be  .vatch- 
ful  for  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen, and  against  any  stealthy  encroachments. 
Their  motto  should  be,  Obsta  principiis." 

It  is  contended  by  the  learned  counsel  for 
the  government  that  this  is  a  mere  irregu- 
larity, and  "relates  to  a  defect  or  imper- 
fection in  matter  of  form  only,  not  tending 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  defendant,  and  is 
cured  by  §  1025  of  the  Revised  Statutes." 
Bram  v.  United  SUtes,  168  U.  S.  533,  42 
L.  ed.  568,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  183;  Price  v. 
United  States^  165  U.  S.  311,  41  L.  ed.  727, 
17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  366;  Rosen  v.  United  States, 
161  U.  S.  29,  40  L.  ed.  606,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
434,  480;  Caha  v.  United  States,  152  U.  S. 
211,  38  L.  ed.  415,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  513,  are 
cited  in  support  of  this  contention.  Ex- 
amination of  those  cases  shows  that  they 
fall  far  short  of  supporting  the  view  that 
the  case  under  consideration  falls  within 
the  curative  provisions  of  %  1025.  That 
section  provides  that  "no  indictment  found 
and  presented  by  a  grand  jury  .  .  ■ 
shall  be  deemed  insufficient  ...  by  rea- 
son of  any  defect  or  imperfection  in  the 
matter  of  form  only,  which  shall  not  tend 
to  prejudice  the  defendant."  The  defeet 
here  is  not  a  matter  of  form,  but  of  sub- 
stance,— ^not  that  the  indictment  was  imper- 
fect in  matter  of  form,  but  that,  in  fact,  no 
indictment  was  found  or  presented  by  a  grand 
jury,  which  is  a  jurisdictional  prerequisite. 
If  a  yalid  indictment  can  be  dispensed 
with,  so  may  that  providing  for  »  trial  hr 
a  petit  jury,  and,  to  use  a  phrase  of  Mr. 
Justice  Harlan,  a  person  charged  with  * 
crime  involving  life  might  be  tried  befor- 
a  judge  "upon  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  he 
should  not  be  hanged."  In  Frisbie  v.  United 
States,  157  U.  S.  160,  39  L.  ed.  657, 15  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  586,  a  case  much  relied  on  by  the 
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goremntMit,  the  objection  to  the  indictment 
was  that  it  lacked  the  indorsement  "A  True 
Bili,"  and  the  signature  of  the  foreman. 
The  court  held  that,  as  there  was  no  man- 
datory provision  in  the  Federal  statutes 
requiring  such  indorsement,  and  that  the  in- 
dorsement was  no  part  of  the  charge  against 
the  defendant,  and  as  the  common  practice 
in  this  country  was  that  the .  grand  jury 
"return  into  court  only  those  accusations 
which  they  have  approved,  and  the  fact  that 
they  thus  return  them  into  court  is  evi- 
dence of  such  approval,  the  formal  indorse- 
ment loses  its  essential  character,"  and  tht 
defect  was  held  to  be  upon  matter  of  form 
only,  and  was  waived  if  the  party  went  to 
trial  without  objections. 

Joyce  on  Indictments,  §  31,  in  considering 
the  5th  Amendment,  says  it  "was  manifest- 
ly designed  and  intended  for  the  security  of 
personal  rights.  It  is  an  essential  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and,  being  a  con- 
stitutional right  of  a  party,  cannot  be 
waived  by  him  so  as  to  preclude  him  from 
subsequently  setting  up  want  of  jurisdiction 
in  the  court  to  try  him.  'A  party  cannot 
waive  a  constitutional  right  when  its  effect 
is  to  give  the  court  jurisdiction.' " 

And  in  9  32:  "So,  where  there  has  been 
no  presentment  of  a  grand  jury,  or  bill  of 
indictment,  the  fact  that  a  person  confesses 
in  court  to  being  guilty  of  a  crime  which 
requires  an  indictment  or  presentment  con- 
fers no  power  upon  the  court  to  sentence 
him  to  imprisonment,  and  he  can  only  be 
lawfully  sentenced  after  he  has  been  pro- 
ceeded against  in  the  manner  provided  in 
the  Constitution." 

The  case  before  us  falls  within  the  rea- 
soning of  the  opinion  in  Ex  parte  Bain,  121 
r.  S.  1,  30  L.  ed.  849,  7  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  781. 
In  that  case  the  grand  jury  found  a  true 
bill  against  Bain,  November  13,  1886,  and 
the  court,  after  argument  upon  a  demurrer, 
ordered  the  indictment  to  be  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words,  "the  Comptroller  of 
the  Currency  and,"  the  court  holding  those 
words  to  be  surplusage.  More  than  a  year 
afterwards  Bain  was  arraigned,  pleaded  not 
guilty,  was  tried,  and  convicted.  The  case 
came  before  the  Supreme  Court  upon  a  peti- 
tion for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  the 
prisoner  was  discharged  on  the  ground  that 
the  indictment  upon  which  he  was  tried  had 
not  been  found  by  the  grand  jury.  Mr. 
Justice  Miller  in  his  luminous  opinion  re- 
views the  5th  Amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  considers  the  nature  and  value  of 
the  institution  of  the  grand  jury,  citing 
with  approval  the  remarks  of  Oiief  Justice 
Shaw  of  Massachusetts  in  Com.  v.  Child,  13 
Pick.  198:  "It  is  a  well-settled  rule  of  law 
that  the  statute  respecting  amendments  does 
not  extend  to  indictments;  that  a  defective 
2«  LJLA.{N.8.) 


indictment  cannot  be  aided  by  a  verdict; 
and  that  an  indictment  bad  on  demurrer 
must  be  held  insufficient  upon  a  motion  in 
arrest  of  judgment."  And  saying,  among 
other  things:  "It  has  been  said  that,  since 
there  is  no  danger  to  the  citizen  from  the 
oppressions  of  a  monarch  or  of  any  form  of 
executive  power,  there  is  no  longer  need  of 
a  grand  jury." 

But,  whatever  force  may  be  given  to  this 
argument,  it  remains  true  that  the  grand 
jury  is  as  valuable  as  ever,  in  securing,  in 
the  language  of  Chief  Justice  Shaw  in  the 
case  of  Jones  v.  Robbins,  8  Gray,  329,  "indi- 
vidual citizens  to  be  secure  from  an  open 
and  public  accusation  of  crime,  and  from 
the  trouble,  expense,  and  anxiety  of  a  public 
trial  before  a  probable  cause  is  established 
by  the  presentment  and  indictment  of  a 
grand  jury,  in  case  of  high  offenses,  is  justly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  securities  to  the 
innocent  against  hasty,  malicious,  and  op- 
pressive public  prosecutions;"  and,  conclud- 
ing: "We  are  of  the  opinion  that  an 
indictment  found  by  a  grand  jury  was 
indispensable  to  the  power  of  the  court  to 
try  the  petitioner  for  the  crime  with  which 
he  was  charged.  .  .  .  It  is  of  no  avail 
under  such  circumstances  to  say  that  the 
court  still  has  jurisdiction  of  the  person 
and  of  the  crime;  for,  though  it  has  posses- 
sion of  the  person,  and  would  have  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  crime  if  it  were  properly  pre- 
sented by  indictment,  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
offense  is  gone,  and  the  court  has  no  right 
to  proceed  any  further  in  the  progress  of 
the  ease,  for  want  of  an  indictment.  If 
there  is  nothing  before  the  court  which  the 
prisoner,  in  the  language  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, can  be  Hteld  to  answer,'  he  was  then 
entitled  to  be  discharged  so  far  as  the  of- 
fense originally  presented  to  the  court  by 
the  indictment  is  concerned.  The  power  of 
the  court  to  proceed  to  try  the  prisoner  is 
as  much  arrested  as  if  the  indictment  had 
been  dismissed,  or  a  nolle  prosequi  had  been 
entered.  There  was  nothing  before  the  court 
on  which  it  could  hear  evidence, or  pronounce 
sentence." 

In  United  States  v.  Gale,  109  U.  S.  05, 
71,  27  L.  ed.  857,  869,  3  Sup.  Ot.  Rep.  1,  5, 
the  court  held  that,  where  a  defendant 
pleads  not  guilty  to  an  indictment  and  goes 
to  trial  without  making  objection  to  the 
mode  of  selecting  the  grand  jury,  the  objec- 
tion is  waived.  'Mr.  Justice  Bradley,  who 
delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court,  says: 
"There  are  cases  undoubtedly  which  admit 
of  a  different  consideration,  and  in  which 
the  objection  to  the  grand  jury  may  be 
taken  at  any  time.  These  are  where  the 
whole  proceeding  of  forming  the  panel  is 
void,  as  where  the  jury  is  not  a  jury  of  the 
court  or  term  in  which  the  indictment   is 
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found,  or  has  been  selected  by  persons  hav- 
ing no  authority  whatever  to  select  them, 
or  where  they  have  not  been  sworn,  or 
where  some  other  fundamental  requisite  has 
not  been  complied  with." 

And  on  page  72  of  109  U.  S.:  "We  think 
that  the  doctrine  of  waiver  applies  as  well 
to  cases  where  the  objection  appears  of 
record  as  where  it  appears  by  averment,  and 
that  it  applies  to  all  cases  of  objection  to 
the  qualifications  of  jurors  and  to  the  mode 
of  impaneling  the  jury,  but  does  not  apply 
to  oases  where  the  proceeding  is  wholly  void 
by  reason  of  some  fundamental  defect  or 
vice  therein." 

In  Hopt  V.  Utah,  110  U.  S.  579,  28  L.  ed. 
265,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  204,  the  court,  after 
holding  that  it  was  not  within  the  power 
of  the  accused  to  dispense  with  certain  stat- 
utory requirements,  says:  "The  public  has 
an  interest  in  his  life  and  liberty.  Neither 
can  be  lawfully  taken  except  in  the  mode 
prescribed  by  law.  That  which  the  law 
makes  essential  in  proceedings  involving 
deprivation  of  life  or  liberty  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with  or  affected  by  the  consent  of 
the  accused,  much  less  by  his  mere  failure, 
when  on  trial  and  in  custody,,  to  object  to 
unauthorized  methods." 

Thompson  &  M.  Juries,  §  657,  says:  "It 
is  the  general,  and  probably  the  universal, 
practice  to  deliver  all  indictments  to  the 
court  in  the  presence  of  the  grand  jury." 

And  in  §  696:  "In  his  Treatise  upon 
Criminal  Law,  Mr.  Cliitty  states  that,  when 
the  indorsement  'A  True  Bill'  is  made  upon 
the  bill,  it  becomes  part  of  the  indictment, 
and  renders  it  a  complete  accusation  against 
the  prisoner.  This  must  be  understood  with 
the  qualification  that  the  record  further 
shows  the  indictment  to  have  been  publicly 
returned  into  court,  as  required  by  law. 
This  recital  is  positively  essential  to  estab- 
lish the  identity  of  the  indictment  found 
by  the  grand  jury  with  that  which  appears 
in  the  record,  and  upon  which  the  defendant 
is  arraigned.  The  omission  to  make  the 
proper  entry  of  the  return  of  the  indictment 
cannot  be  cured  by  the  production  of  a  paper 
purporting  to  be  the  indictment  duly  in- 
dorsed and  signed  by  the  foreman  of  the 
grand  jury,  nor  will  this  defect  be  cured  by 
the  defendant  pleading  to  the  merits  or  by 
a  verdict  of  guilty." 

In  R.  v.  Ileane,  9  Cox,  C.  0.  433,  Chief 
Justice  Cockburn,  says:  "As  regards  the 
objection  that  the  motion  to  quash  cannot 
be  made  after  plea  pleaded,  I  think,  U  it 
is  made  to  appear  clearly  that  there  was  no 
jurisdiction,  we  have  power  to  quash  the 
indictment  at  any  stage,  and  even  for  mat- 
ter not  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  indict- 
ment, brought  to  our  notice  by  extraneous 
evidence  upon  affidavit." 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


We  have  been  extremely  reluctant  to  set 
aside  the  judgment  in  this  case  upon  grounds 
which  may  appear  technical,  and  for  that 
reason  have  given  tmusual  time  to  itr  con- 
sideration and  to  an  investigation  of  the 
practice  in  every  state  where  the  institu- 
tion of  the  grand  jury  is  preserved.  Noth- 
ing is  more  clear  than  that  the  "established 
mode  of  procedure"  is  for  the  grand  jury 
to  make  its  presentments  publicly  in  open 
court,  all  of  the  grand  jurors  being  present 
and  answering  to  their  names.  It  follows 
that  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  indictment 
handed  by  the  foreman  to  the  clerk  when 
the  court  is  not  in  session,  and,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  grand  jury,  is  no  indictment. 
This  is  not  a  question  of  irregularity,  bat 
of  substantive  law,  baaed  upon  the  direct 
terms  of  the  constitutional  guaranty  that 
no  man  shall  be  "held  to  answer"  for  an 
infamous  offense  except  on  an  indictment  br 
a  grand  jury.  The  indictment — and  that 
means  of  course  a  valid  indictment  found 
and  presented  according  to  the  settled  usage 
and  established  mode  of  procedure — is  a  pre- 
requisite to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to 
try  the  person  accused,  an  indispensable 
condition  and  requirement,  the  absence  of 
which  renders  the  proceedings  not  simply 
voidable,  but  absolutely  void. 

The   judgent   of   the   court   below  must 
therefore  be  reversed. 


IOWA  SUPREME  COrBT. 

RE  ESTATE  OF  JAMES  E.  WILSON,  De- 
ceased. 


W.  W.  MORROW,  State  Treasurer,  Appt, 

V. 

CHARLES  ALEXANDER  SMITH,  F.xr., 
etc.,  of  James  E.  Wilson,  Deceased,  et 
aL 

(—  Iowa,  — ,  124  N.  W.  316.) 

Tax  — devise  to  Masonic  lodg:e  —  chari- 
ty. 

A  devise  for  charitable  purposes  tn  a 
Masonic  lodge  which  is  not  organized  for 
pecuniary  profit,  but  which  devotes  its 
funds,  after  paying  the  lodge  expenses,  to 
the  relief  of  its  needy  members  and  their 
families,  is  not  subject  to  an  inheritance 
tax,  where,  by  statute,  property  devised  to 
charitable  institutions  is  exempt. 

(January  18,  1910.) 


yote.  — Effect  of  fact  that  property 
othertcisc  exempt  from  taxation  i* 
devoted  to  purposes  of  a  partletilar 
society. 

The  earlier  cases  discussing  this  qufstioo 
are    collected     in    a    exhaustive    note    to 
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APPEAL  by  plaintUT  from  an  order  of 
the  District  Court  for  Wapello  County 
refusing  to  subject  certain  property  devised 
to  Ottumvra  IxMlge,  No.  10,  A.  F.  &' A.  M.  of 
Ottumwa,  Iowa,  to  »  collateral  inheritance 
tax.    Al&rmcd. 

Statement  by  Erans,  J.; 
The  plaintiff,  as  treasurer  of  state,  brnught 
this  action  against  the  defendant  as  execu- 
tor of  the  estate  of  James  £.  Wilson, 
deceased,  and  against  certain  devisees  named' 
in  his  will,  to  recover  a  collateral  inherit- 
ance tax  upon  the  property  devised  to  such 
devisees.  Relief  was  granted  as  prayed  as 
to  all  defendants  save  one,  viz.,  the  local 
Masonic  lodge  of  Ottumwa.  As  to  such  de- 
fendant devisee,  the  trial  court  dismissed 
the  petition.  From  such  order  of  refusal, 
plaintiff  appeals. 

Messrs.    H.    W.    Byers,    Attorney    Gen- 
eral, and  George  Cosson,   for  appellant: 
A  society  which  confines  its  activities  and 


benefits  chiefly  to  its  own  members  is  not  a 
charitable  institution. 

Ould  v.  Washington  Hospital,  95  U  S. 
303-311,  24  L.  ed.  460,  451;  Bangor  v.  Ris- 
ing Virtue  Lodge,  No.  10,  F.  &  A.  M.  73  Me. 
428,  40  Am.  Rep.  300;  Donohugh's  Appeal, 
80  Pa.  300;  St.  Clement  v.  L'Institut 
Jacques  Carticr,  05  Me.  403,  50  Atl.  37G; 
Newport  v.  Masonic  Temple  Asso.  108  Ky. 
333,  40  L.R.A.  252,  50  S.  W.  405;  Morning 
Star  Lodge  No.  20,  I.  O.  O.  F.  v.  H.i.vslip, 
23  Ohio  St.  144;  Coe  t.  Washington  Mills, 
140  Mass.  543,  21  N.  E.  000;  Young  Men's 
Protestant  Temperance  &  Benev.  Soc.  v.  Fall 
River,  100  Mass.  400,  30  N.  E.  57 ;  1  Dcsty, 
Taxn.  113;  Re  Linen  j^  Woolen  Drapers'Inst. 
58  L.  T.  N.  S.  055;  Bbbb  v.  Reed,  5  Rawie, 
151,  28  Am.  Dec.  .050;  Thomas  v.  EUmaker, 
1  Pars.  Sel.  Eq.  Cas.  109;  Sisters  of  Third 
Order  of  St.  Francis  v.  Board  of  Review,  231 
111.  317,  83  N.  E.  272;  12  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  343. 

The  Masonic  lodge  is  not  organi7.ed  prim- 


W'idows'  &  Orphans'  Home  v.  Com.  10 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  820,  and  this  note  is  sup. 
plementary  thereto. 

This  subject  in  reality  embraces  two  sub- 
jects: First,  whether  organizations  of  this 
character,  such  as  Masonic  lodges,  etc., 
can,  under  any  circumstances,  be  consid- 
ered charitable  organizations;  and,  second, 
whether  the  fact  that  their  benevolence  and 
charity  is  confined  to  the  members  of  the 
lodge  and  their  relatives  takes  them  out  of 
the  exemption.  Both  phases  of  the  ques- 
tion were  discussed  in  the  earlier  note,  as 
it  is  impracticable,  if  not  impossible  in- 
all  cases  to  distinguish  between  them. 

A  few  cases  have  been  decided  since  the 
preparation  of  the  earlier  note. 

The  provision  of  the  Kansas  Constitu- 
tion, that  all  property  used  exclusively  for 
benevolent  and  charitable  purposes  shall 
be  exempt  from  taxation,  was  construed  in 
Mason  v.  ZimmerDmn  (Kan.)  100  Pac. 
1005,  to  exempt  only  such  property  as  is 
used  exclusively,  directly,  and  immediately 
in  dispensing  chanty;  therefore  a  building 
u»ed  as  an  oiSce  building  for  the  principa' 
officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of 
Kansas,  "which  has  general  supervision 
and  control  of  the  affairs  of  the  subordi- 
nate or  local  Masonic  lodges  of  the  state," 
is  used  only  indirectly  in  furthering  the 
charities  dispensed  by  the  grand  lodge,  and 
docs  not  come  within  the  exemption.  And 
to  the  same  effect  is  Summunduwot  Lodge 
Xo.  3,  L  O.  O.  F.  Y.  Spaeth  (Kan.)  100 
Poc.  1077. 

But  if  the  property  be  exclusively  used 
for  charitable  piu^ses,  the  exemption  is 
not  defeated,  although  only  the  members  of 
certain  societies  and  their  relatives  are 
eligible  to  become  recipients  thereof.  Ibid.; 
Kansas  Masonic  Home  v.  Sedgwick  Coun- 
tv  (Kan.)  100  Pac.  1032. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


In  an  action  to  recover  a  tax  paid  upon 
a  bequest  for  the  establishment  and  main- 
tenance of  a  Masonic  home,  the  cburt,  in 
Masonic  Education  &  Charity  T^nist  v. 
Boston,  201  Mass.  320,  87  N.  E.  G02,  in 
holding  that  the  bequest  was  exempt  from 
taxation,  said:  "This  bequest  is  made  ex- 
pressly for  the  benefit  of  indigent  and 
needy  Masons  within  a  designated  terri- 
tory, by  making  provision  for  their  relief 
and  comfortable  support  at  a  home  to  be 
erected  when  the  fund,  with  accumula- 
tions, should  be  sufficient,  and  which 
should  bear  the  testator's  name.  The  ob- 
ject to  be  accomplished  being  purely  char- 
itable, and  the  number  to  be  benefi'to<l  in- 
definite, even  if  the  gift  is  limited  to  a 
class,  these  features  are  sudicient  in  law  to 
constitute  the  gift  a  public  charity." 

And  in  Plattsmouth  Lodge  No.  0,  A,  F. 
&  A.  M.  v.  Cass  County,  79  Neb.  403,  113 
N.  W.  107,  it  was  held  that  the  second 
story  of  a  building  owned  and  used  by  a 
Masonic  lodge  was  exempt  from  taxation, 
under  a  statute  exempting  property  used 
exclusively  for  "charitable"  purposes,  al- 
though the  first  story  was  owned  by  other 
parties  and  used  for  other  purposes.  The 
court  distinguished  Philadelphia  t.  Ma- 
sonic Home,  100  Pa.  572,  23  L.R.A.  545, 
40  Am.  St.  Rep.  730,  28  Atl.  054  (which  is 
cited  in  the  earlier  note),  upon  the  ground 
that  in  the  latter  case  the  statute  exempt- 
ed only  property  used  for  "public  charity," 
while  the  Masonic  institution  in  question 
was   a   restricted  charity. 

Upon  the  question,  "Gift  for  the  benefit 
of  members  of  a  particular  organization, 
as  a  charity."  see  exhaustive  note  to  Minna 
v.  Billings,  C  L.R.A.(N.S.)    680. 
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arily  for  the  purpose  of  dispensing  charity 
or  distributing  alms,  but  it  is  a  secret  fra- 
ternal society  existing  primarily  for  the  pur- 
pose of  maintaining  inviolate  its  sacred 
traditions  and  securing  to  its  members  the 
blessings  of  Masonic  privileges. 

7  Universal  Cyc.  p.  658;  Bangor  v.  Rising 
Virtue  Lodge,  No.  10,  F.  &  A.  M.  supra. 

Messrs.  A.  W.  Enoch  and  McNett  & 
McNett,  for  appellees: 

A  society  whose  objects  and  purposes  arc 
to  nurse,  care  for,  and  provide  for  its  siclt, 
its  afflicted,  and  needy  members  and  their 
families,  bury  the  dead,  care  for  the  widows 
of  its  deceased  members,  and  inculcate  iu  its 
members  the  principles  of  morality,  tem- 
perance, and  ciiarity.  and  to  teach  them 
their  duty  to  manlcind,  is  a  charitable  in- 
stitution within  the  meaning  of  the  statute, 
as  such  statute  does  not  require  as  a  condi- 
tion of  exemption  that  it  be  an  institution 
for  public  charity. 

Ft.  Des  Moines  Lodge  No.  26,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
V.  Polk  County,  56  Iowa,  34,  8  N.  W.  687; 
Fitterer  v.  Crawford,  167  Mo.  61,  60  L.R.A. 
191,  57  S.  W.  532;  Adelphia  Lodge  No.  38, 
K.  P.  V.  Crawford,  167  Mo.  366,  57  S.  W. 
1020;  Philadelphia  v.  Masonic  Home,  160 
Pa.  572,  23  L.R.A.  645,  40  Am.  St.  Rep.  736, 
28  Atl.  064;  Indianapolis  v.  Grand  Master 
G.  L.  26  Ind.  618;  Lacy  v.  Davis,  112  Iowa, 
106,  83  Jf.  VV.  784;  Bangor  v.  Rising  Virtue 
Lodge  No.  10,  F.  &  A.  M.  73  Me.  428,  40  Am. 
Rep.  300;  Plattsmouth  Lodge  No.  6,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.  v.  Cass  County,  79  Neb.  403,  113 
N.  W.  167;  Savannah  v.  Solomon's  Lodge 
No.  1,  F.  &  A.  M.  53  Ga.  93;  State  ex  rel. 
Bertel  v.  Board  of  Assessors,  34  La.  Ann. 
574;  Petersburg  v.  Petersburg  Benev.  Me- 
chanics' Asso.  78  Va.  431;  Book  Agents  of 
M.  E.  Church,  South  v.  Hinton,  92  Tenn. 
18S,  19  L.R.A.  289,  21  S.  W.  321;  Sisters  of 
I'hird  Order  of  St.  Francis  v.  Board  of 
Review,  231  111.  317,  83  N.  E.  272;  Phila- 
delphia v.  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  154  Pa.  9, 

25  Atl.  1076;  Pennsylvania  Hospital  v.  Del- 
aware County,  109  Pa.  305,  32  Atl.  466; 
McDonald  v.  Massachusetts  General  Hospi- 
tal, 120  Mass.  432,  21  Am.  Rep.  529. 

The  test  which  determines  whether  such 
an  enterprise  is  charitable  or  otherwise  is 
its  purpose.  If  its  purpose  is  to  make  profit 
it  is  not  a  charitable  enterprise.  If  it  is  to 
heal  the  sick  and  relieve  the  suffering,  with- 
out hope  or  purpose  of  getting  gain  from  its 
operation,  it  is  charitable. 

Ould  v.  Washington  Hospital,  95  U.  S. 
311,  24  L.  ed.  451;  Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Artist, 
23  L.R.A.  583,  9  C.  C.  A.  14,  19  U.  S.  App. 
fi]2,  60  Fed.  308. 

A  charity  is  a  gift  to  be  applied  consist- 
ently with  existing  laws  for  the  benefit  of 
an  indefinite  number,  either  by  bringing 
their  minds  or  hearts  under  the  influence  of 
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religion,  by  relieving  their  body  from  dis- 
ease, suffering,  or  constraint,  by  assistinj; 
them  to  establish  themselves  in  life,  or  by 
erecting  or  maintaining  public  buildinga  or 
works,  or  otherwise  lessening  the  burden  of 
government;  and  it  is  immaterial  whetlxr 
the  purpose  is  called  charitable  in  the  gift 
itself,  if  it  is  so  described  as  to  show  thit  it 
is  charitable  in  its  nature. 

Jackson  v.  Phillips,  14  Allen,  556;  Bono- 
hugh  V.  Library  Co.  86  Pa.  306;  Fire  liu. 
Patrol  V.  Boyd,  120  Pa.  624,  1  L.R.A.  417, 
6  Am.  St.  Rep.  745,  15  Atl.  553;  Philtdel 
phia  V.  Women's  Christian  Asso.  125  Pa. 
581,  17  Atl.  475;  Episcopal  Academv  t. 
Philadelphia,  150  Pa.  565,  25  Atl.  55;  Trout- 
man  V.  De  Boissiere  Odd  Fellows'  Orplitns' 
Home  (Kan.)  5  L.R.A. (N.S.)  092,  64  I'm. 
33. 

Kvans,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  deceased  died  testate  on  June  0,  190S. 
By  his  will  he  devised  certain  prop- 
erty to  the  local  Masonic  lodge,  of  which  h< 
was  a  member,  the  same  being  known  as 
"Ottumwa  Lodge,  No.  16,  A.  F.  k  A.  3f 
The  property  devised  was  real  estate,  and 
the  purpose  of  such  devise  was  declared  to 
be  that  the  devisee  "use  the  income  of  the 
same  for  charity."  Such  will  contains  two 
other  bequests  to  the  same  lodge,  with  a  pro- 
viso that  all  the  proceeds  should  be  used  for 
charitable  purposes.  These  bequests,  how- 
ever, must  both  fail  for  want  of  funds,  and 
the  lodge  will  only  be  able  to  take  under  th« 
devise  of  real  estate  first  noted.  The  real 
estate  covered  by  such  devise  was  duly  ap- 
praised at  the  sum  of  $10,000,  and  the  plain- 
tiff claims  that  it  is  subject  to  the  collateral 
inheritance  tax.  This  claim  is  resisted  by 
the  defendant.  It  claims  that  such  property 
is  not  subject  to  a  collateral  inheritance  tax. 
because  it  is  a  devise  to  a  charitable  institu- 
tion. The  only  question  in  the  cose  is  whetli- 
er  this  Masonic  lodge  is  a  charitable  insti- 
tution. The  question  thus  presented  is  one 
of  mixed  law  and  fact. 

So  far  as  material  to  this  case,  §  1467 
of  the  Code  is  as  follows:  "All  property 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  state  .  .  • 
which  shall  pass  by  will  or  by  the  statutes 
of  inheritance  ...  to  any  person  in 
trust  or  otherwise,  other  than  to  or  for 
.  .  .  charitable,  educational,  or  religioasi 
societies  or  institutions  within  this  state, 
shall  be  subject  to  a  tax  of  6  per  cent  «>{ 
its  value."  ...  It  is  manifest,  there- 
fore, that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  reco\'er 
6  per  cent  of  the  value  of  this  property  un- 
less the  devisee  is  a  charitable  institution 
within  the  meaning  of  this  section.  Evidence 
was  taken  upon  that  question  on  behalf  of 
the  defendant.    Some  further  information  is 
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Touchaafed  to  ng  in  tbe  briefs  of  counsel. 
In  our  consideration  of  facta,  however,  we 
are  necessarily  confined  to  those  appearing 
in  the  abstract.  The  subject  is  one  which 
furnishes  only  a  yery  limited  range  for  ju- 
dicial notice.  The  facts  which  were  testified 
to  by  witnesses  in  this  case  were  in  no  man- 
ner disputed  upon  the  trial.  The  real  con- 
troversy of  the  parties  is  over  the  conclusion 
to  be  drawn  from  the  facts  so  testified  to. 
The  defendant  executor  was  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses in  the  case.  He  had  been  a  member 
uf  the  devisee  lodge  for  many  years,  and  was 
named  as  executor  by  the  testator. 

The  following  summary  of  his  evidence  as 
abstracted  by  the  appellant  is  a  substantial 
presentation  of  the  facts  as  they  appear  in 
the  record:  "They  take  care  of  any  needy 
members  of  the  organization  or  institution 
and  the  sick,  anyone  that  was  needy.  Tliat 
is  the  principle  that  we  are  taught.  When 
a  member  is  sick,  the  lodge  furnishes  nurses, 
and  provides  everything  that  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  his  keeping,  and,  if  the  wife  is 
sick,  poor,  in  distress,  or  needs  charity,  che 
is  taken  care  of,  and  nurses,  supplies,  and 
assistance  furnished  just  the  same.  If  a 
mcnibe/  of  the  lodge,  or  the  wife  of  some 
member,  should  die,  unable  to  have  proper 
burial,  the  lodge  would  bury  them  at  its 
own  expense,  nnd  would  provide  for  a  widow 
of  a  member  if  she  was  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for.  It  is  th3  regular  practice  and 
business  of  the  lodge  to  look  after  her,  and, 
if  a  widow  should  be  left  by  a  member  of  the 
lodge  without  sufficient  means  to  dress  and 
clothe  and  send  her  children  to  school,  the 
lodge  takes  notice  of  the  situation,  and  helps 
out.  The  lodge  maintains  a  charity  com- 
mittee regularly  as  a  part  of  its  business 
and  practice.  It  is  composed  of  worshipful 
master,  senior  warden,  and  junior  warden. 
The  committee  goes  around  and  sees  the 
members  and  furnishes  needed  assistance. 
They  have  the  power  to  do  it  and  the  fund 
from  which  these  funds  are  supplied,  as  well 
as  the  general  expenses  of  the  lodge,  is 
raised  by  membership  fees  and  dues.  A 
member  coming  into  the  lodge  pays  a  cer- 
tain sum  for  initiation.  The  members  must 
pay  assessment  every  year  to  maintain  the 
lodge  and  extend  its  duties.  Two  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  per  year  for  each 
member.  Emergencies  sometimes  arise  for 
more  money,  and  assessments  tfre  sometimes 
made  or  money  collected  from  the  members. 
They  pay  the  tiler.  The  lodge  does  not  go 
to  work  and  declare  money  and  pay  it  back 
to  its  members.  A  member  has  no  pecun- 
iary benefit  from  the  lodge  unless  he  is 
an  object  of  charity.  This  lodge  contrib- 
utes to  the  grand  lodge  of  the  state  every 
year.  The  grand  lodge  carries  on  charities, 
in  addition  to  subordinate  lodges.  I  do 
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not  know  whether  there  is  what  is  called  a 
'Masonic  Home'  for  infirm  and  poor  members 
that  cannot  support  themselves,  maintained 
in  this  state,  or  not.  I  couldn't  say  whether 
there  is  an  orphans'  home  at  Davenport, 
maintained  by  the  Masonic  lodge  of  this 
state.  No  member  paying  his  dues  or  yearly 
contribution  or  membersliip  fee  ever  gets 
any  part  of  the  funds  of  the  lodge  back  un- 
less he  becomes  a  charity  member.  What- 
ever he  does  by  way  of  services  on  the  com- 
mittee he  does  gratuitously  and  without 
reward.  The  lodge,  out  of  its  funds  col- 
lected from  tbe  sources  stated,  pays,  first, 
its  expenses  of  carrying  on  its  lodge  duties, 
its  rent  of  the  hall  if  it  has  one,  and  the 
like  of  that,  and  the  balance  of  it  goes  to 
charity,  or  the  fund  that  charity  can  draw 
on  at  any  time.  No  member  of  the  lodge 
receives  for  what  he  pays  in  any  pecuniary 
benefit  unless  he  is  a  charity  member.  The 
lodge  issues  no  stock  to  any  member  such 
as  a  corporation  issues.  It  simply  receives 
the  s.eTiey  as  initiation  fees,  and  gives  a  re- 
ceipt for  it.  It  is  used  for  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  lodge  and  for  charity.  That 
has  been  the  practice  of  this  lodge  during 
all  the  time  that  I  have  known  it,  and  it 
still  does  it.  The  lodge  has  never  carried 
on  any  kind  of  business  to  make  money 
whatever  to  further  its  lodge  alTairs.  1  do 
not  know  that  it  has  a  store  or  anything  of 
that  kind.  What  I  have  stated  about  dis- 
tributing charity  to  needy  members  and 
their  families  is  the  practice  carried  on  con- 
stantly by  the  lodge.  There  has  been  no 
time  since  I  have  been  connected  with  tbe 
lodge  when  any  members  or  their  families 
were  not  receiving  benefit  from  the  charities 
of  the  lodge.  \Ve  always  have  this  class 
of  persons  that  are  receiving  benefits.  As 
a  rule,  the  lodge  has  given  attention  con- 
stantly to  some  sick  persons  and  their  fami- 
lies belonging  to  the  lodge,  and  rendered  aid 
and  assistance  to  widows  of  deceased  mem- 
bers that  are  unable  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves. Tlie  lodge  isn't  engaged  in  any  way 
in  the  business  of  making  money.  It  hasn't 
been  since  I  know  it.  The  deceased,  James 
E.  Wilson,  was  an  active  and  zealous  mem- 
ber of  this  lodge  ond  a  liberal  giver  to  the 
charities  thereof.  He  held  all  the  principal 
oflices  in  the  lodge — worshipful  master  gen- 
erally. He  was  very  much  charitably  in- 
clined in  his  giving  and  in  his  connection 
with  the  lodge.  He  gave  that  much  atten- 
tion. He  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
charity  committee  of  the  grand  lodge  of  tlie 
state,  and  was  much  devoted  to  the  order 
of  the  Masons.  He  left  no  wife  nor  children, 
and  was  single  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
The  lodge  has  accepted  the  bequest  in  the 
will  of  the  deceased  of  a  piece  of  property 
located  on  Second  street  here,  being  lot  No. 
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237  in-  the  city  of  Ottumwn,  which  was 
appraised  at  $10,000  and  has  talioii  pos- 
session thereof.  I  Icnow  that  tlic  will  pro- 
vided that  this  is  to  be  devoted  to  char- 
ity." 

This  testimony  was  supplemented  to  some 
extent  by  that  of  other  witnesses,  which  we 
will  not  now  set  forth. 

Section  1  of  chapter  6  of  the  by-laws  and 
rules  of  the  order,  is  as  follows:  "Chap- 
ter 6 — Section  1 — Standing  Committees. 
There  shall  be  two  standing  committees  of 
the  lodge,  viz.,  a  committee  of  charity  and 
a  committee  of  finance.  Committee  of  char- 
ity— The  committee  of  charity  shall  consist 
of  the  worshipful  master  and  the  wai-dens. 
The  duties  of  the  committee  of  charity  shall 
be  to  dispense  the  benevolence  of  the  lodge 
83  as  to  relieve  human  distress  in  the  most 
speedy  and  practicable  manner.  The  com- 
mittee of  charity  shall  have  power,  at  any 
time,  to  draw  upon  the  treasurer,  throiigli 
i(s  cliairroan,  the  worshipful  master,  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $5  at  a  draft,  to  be 
bestowed  upon  a  distressed  worthy  master 
Mason,  his  wife,  widow,  or  orphan  child, 
or  upon  any  other  distressed  worthy  ap- 
plicant for  aid.  The  committee  of  charity 
may  take  such  measures,  in  employing 
nurses  to  wait  upon  the  sick,  engaging  the 
burial  of  the  dead,  etc.,  as  any  sudden  con- 
tingency may  demand,  and  present  the  bill, 
through  the  finance  committee,  for  settle- 
ment." The  duties  of  the  finance  committee 
as  defined  therein  are  substantially  those  of 
an  auditing  committee. 

Taking  the  testimony  as  a  whole,  it  is 
quite  manifest  that  one  of  the  purposes  of 
the  devisee  lodge  is  to  extend  relief  to  human 
need  and  distress.  This,  however,  is  not  its 
only  function.  Nor  can  it  be  said  that 
the  relief  which  it  extends  is.puhlic  relief, 
nor  that  its  charity  is  public  charity.  As 
to  the  comparative  importance  of  its  char- 
itable functions,  it  is  to  be  noted  from  the 
evidence  that,  a«ide  from  the  expenses  inci- 
dent to  lis  maintenance  as  a  society,  all  of 
its  expenditures  and  distribution  of  its  funds 
is  devoted  to  the  help  of  the  poor.  With 
very  rare  exceptions,  such  relief  is  extended 
exclusively  to  the  membership  of  the  order, 
and  to  relatives  of  members,  and  to  surviv- 
ing relatives  of  deceased  members. 

Th<J  substance  of  the  argument  on  behalf 
of  plaintilT  is  that  an  institution  is  not  a 
"charitable"  institution  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  law,  unless  the  purpose  of  its 
exibtence  is  "purely"  or  "solely"  or  "pri- 
marily" charitable.  If  it  has  other  import- 
ant purposes  or  functions,  and  especially  if 
such  other  functions  are  predominant,  then, 
it  is  claimed,  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
charitable  institution  simply  because  it  does 
dispense  charity.  The  general  theory  urged 
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is,  in  substance,  that  the  charity  contem- 
plated by  law  is  a  "public"  charity,  cath- 
olic and  universal,  reaching  out  to  all  per- 
sons, rather  than  those  limited  charities 
which  expend  all  their  resources  sympa- 
thetically to  relieve  the  distress  which  is 
hard  by  and  whose  cry  is  more  readily 
heard  because  it  is  within  a  fraternal  circle. 
If  this  is  the  proper  construction  to  be  put 
upon  the  language  of  our  statute,  then  the 
plaintilT  is  entitled  to  recover. 

This  subject  is  one  which  has  been  dealt 
with  by  many  statutes  in  many  states. 
Many  states  have  extended  exemption  from 
taxation  to  various  institutions  of  an  edu- 
cational, religious,  or  charitable  character. 
So  far  as  charitable  institutions  are  coc- 
cemed,  some  statutes  liave  in  terms  confined 
the  exemptions  to  those  institutions  which 
are  "purely"  charitable  or  "solely"  char- 
itable. Other  statutes  have  in  express  terms 
confined  the  exemption  to  "public  charity." 
A  partial  illustration  may  be  found  in  our 
own  §  1304  of  the  Code.  This  section  ex- 
empts from  taxation  all  grounds  and  build- 
ings of  charitable  institutions  "devoted  sole- 
ly to  the  appropriate  objects  of  these  insti- 
tutions." Section  1467  extends  exemption 
for  collateral  inheritance  tax  to  "charitable 
institutions,"  without  restriction  or  qualifi- 
cation, except  such  as  the  term  itself  im- 
ports. Unless  the  qualifications  contended 
for  by  the  plaintiff  inheres  in  the  term  itself, 
we  would  not  be  justified  in  grafting  a  quali- 
fication upon  it.  This  is  especially  true 
where  the  qualification  contended  for  is 
one  which  is  made  by  express  terms  in  many 
statutes,  and  one  which  could  have  been 
readily  and  naturally  made  by  our  own  leg- 
islature if  such  had  been  its  purpose.  Our 
reluctance  to  add  these  qualifying  terms  by 
construction  to  this  section  of  the  statute  is 
emphasized  by  a  consideration  of  the  au- 
tliorities  cited  in  plaintiff's  brief.  Practi- 
cally all  of  the  cases  cited  in  this  brief  deal 
with  statutes  which  contain  these  qualifica- 
tions in  express  terms.  This  remark  is  net 
applicable  to  the  English  cases  cited,  nor 
is  it  ap|)licable  to  the  case  of  Bangir  v. 
Rising  Virtue  Lodge,  No.  10,  F.  *  A.  JI.  73 
Me.  428,  40  Ani.  Rep.  3C0.  In  the  latter 
case  a  statute  not  unlike  our  own  was  under 
consideration.  The  course  of  the  argument, 
however,  in  the  opinion  assumed  that  a  char- 
itable institution  was  one  which  dispensed 
"public"  charity,  and  one  whose  public 
charity  was  its  "primary  and  exclusive  ob- 
ject." The  real  argument  of  the  opinion 
was  devoted  to  the  question  whether  tlie 
charity  dispensed  by  the  Masonic  lodge  was 
"public"  or  not,  and  whether  such  charity 
was  its  primary  and  exclusive  object.  Tlie 
following  excerpts  are  indicative  of  the  gen- 
eral  argument:     "The  inquiry   is   whether 
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it  is  a  public  charity  or  a  private  charity 
for  the  exclusive  aid  of  its  members."    The 
final  conclusion  reached  upon  the  evidence 
\ras  that  the  facts  "negative  the  idea  that 
«harity  is  the  primary  and  exclusive  object 
of  the   institution."     Granting   this   argu- 
ment as  far  as  it  goes,  the  question  still 
remains    whether    an    institution    may    be< 
deemed  charitable   for  the  purpose  of  the 
statute  under  our  consideration,  though  it 
be  not  exclusively  so,  and  though  its  char- 
ity be  something  less  than  public.    I.et  it  be 
noted  that  we  are  dealing  now,  not  with  the 
general    subject    of    taxation,    but    with    a 
Specific  statute  which  imposes  a  specific  tax 
upon  the  succession  to  property,  and  con- 
fines such  tax  to  such  succession  to  prop- 
erty as  operates  in  favor  of  a  limited  class 
of  beneficiaries.     The  manifest  purpose  of 
the  statute  is  to  impose  a  special  burden 
upon  benefits  arising  by  succession  to  |ier- 
aons  whose  claims  upon  the  bounty  of  the 
testator  are  somewhat  distant  and  outside 
of  the  ordinary  range  of  inheritance.     No 
tax  is  imposed  upon  a  bequest  to  a  parent 
or  wife  or  child.     The  same  exemption  is 
extended  in  general  terms  to  institutions  de- 
nominated  as   charitable,   educational,   and 
religious.    The  particular  form  and  identity 
of    these   various    institutions    is    manifold 
indeed,  but  they  are  all  regarded  as  benefi- 
cent in  their  purposes,  and  as  uplifting  and 
upbuilding  in  their  activities.    They  are  es- 
sentially altrnistic  in  motive.    Tlieir  essen- 
tial purpose  is  to  dispense  rather  than  to 
acquire.    They  are  not  found  in  the  marts. 
They  do  not  exist  for  profit.    What  they  do 
acquire  must  come  by  voluntary  gift;  and 
what  they  receive  they  receive  as  trusters, 
to  be  dispensed  again  in  pursuance  of  the 
purposes  cf  the  institution.     Because  these 
institutions  pursue  and  perform  these  and 
humane  purposes,  many  humane  and  benev- 
olent people  commit  gifts  into  their  hands 
to   be   dispensed   through   the   channels   of 
their   activity.      By   common   consent   they 
make  for  the  public  gbod.    They  are  a  part 
of  the  life  of  the  people.    If  we  were  to  take 
these  institutions  one  by  one,  we  would  find 
each  one  limited  in  the  scope  of  its  activ- 
ities.    Perhaps  not  one  is  wholly  catholic 
and  universal  except  such  as  are  maintained 
by  public  taxation  and  appropriation.    Gifts 
and  bequests  by  individuals  to  such  insti- 
tutions are  popularly  regarded  as  benevolent 
and  charitable,  and  the  donor  of  such  gifts 
is  deemed  to  be  public  spirited.     It  is  not 
at    all    unreasonable    that    the    legislature 
should  deem  it  proper  to  impose  no  succes- 
sion tax  upon  a  gift  to  such  an  institution 
On  tne  contrary,  the  public  good  may  be 
quite  as  well  served  bv  offering  an  exemp- 
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tion  from  such  tax.  Such  exemption  car- 
ries with  it  some  measure  of  inducement 
to  testators  to  confer  their  bounty  through 
these  instrumentalities  upon  a  large,  and 
always  varied,  part  of  the  public,  and  usu- 
ally that  part  of  it  which  "hath  no  helper." 
If  such  was  the  purpose  of  the  legislature, 
it  was  commendable.  And,  if  such  is  the 
natural  import  of  the  language  used,  we 
are  not  driven  to  a  forced  or  qualified  con- 
struction of  it  in  order  to  save  the  act  from 
being  vicious  legislation. 

Turning  now  to  the  facts  under  considera- 
tion in  this  case,  they  leave  no  room  for 
doubt  but  that  a  very  substantial  part  of 
the  activity  of  this  order  is  devoted  to  the 
help  of  those  who  are  needy  and  in  distress. 
Granted  that  its  benevolence  is  principally 
confined  to  those  within  its  immediate  cir- 
cle, it  is  nevertheless  commendable  as  far  a« 
it  goes,  and  in  the  interest  of  the  public 
good.  It  could  not,  if  it  would,  take  care 
of  all  destitution.  If  it  does  all  that  it 
can,  it  does  well;  and,  if  it  expends  what 
it  has  upon  those  whose  need  it  knows  best, 
so  be  it.  In  some  such  wise  must  all  min- 
istry be  done.  The  testator  was  a  member 
of  this  particular  lodge  for  many  years. 
He  was  said  to  be  charitable  in  his  own  na- 
ture, and  was  greatly  interested  in  the 
charities  of  his  order.  Through  the  instru- 
mentalities of  his  lodge  he  desired  to  con- 
tinue his  benevolences  for  the  future.  That 
he  regarded  the  order  as  a  charitable  in- 
stitution in  its  relation  to  his  bequest  is 
manifest.  But  that  is  not  binding  upon  tho 
plaintilT.  That  a  Masonic  lodge  is  a  "char- 
ity" has  been  often  held  even  in  those  cases 
where  exemption  has  been  denied  it.  In 
such  cases  it  has  usually  been  held  that  the 
charity  is  a  restricted  one  as  distinguished 
from  a  purely  public  one,  and  the  denial 
of  exemption  has  usually  been  based  upon 
the  language  of  the  particular  statute,  as 
hereinbefore  Indicated.  In  Philadelphia  v. 
Masonic  Home,  ICO  Pa.  572,  23  L.R.A.  545, 
40  Am.  St.  Rep.  736,  28  Atl.  954,  wherein 
there  was  a  denial  of  exemption,  the  follow- 
ing language  is  used :  "The  appellee  clearly 
is  a  charity." 

The  final  question  presented  for  our  de- 
termination has  not  been  heretofore  passed 
upon  by  us.  Lacy  v.  Davis,  112  Iowa,  lOG, 
83  N.  W.  784,  has  little  application  to  the 
case.  That  involved  a  construction  of 
§  1304,  which  provides  for  the  exemption 
from  taxation  of  grounds  and  buildings  "de- 
voted solely"  to  the  appropriate  objects  of 
such  institution.  The  authorities  on  this 
identical  question  are  not  numerous.  But 
tlie  weight  of  authority,  such  as  it  is,  is 
with  the  proposition  that  a  lodge,  such  as 
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the  devisee  in  this  case,  ]b  a  charitable  in- 
stitution, but  is  not  purely  or  exclusively 
such,  and  is  not  a  public  charity.  As  such 
charitable  Institution  in  the  broader  sense, 
exemption  has  been  granted  to  it  in  other 
jurisdictions  where  the  statute  did  not  con- 
fine the  exemption  to  purely  public  chari- 
ties. Plattsmouth  Lo'dge  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.  V.  Cass  County,  79  Neb.  463,  113  N.  W. 
167;   Savannah  v.  Solomon's  Lodge  No.  1, 

F.  &  A.  M.  63  Ga.  93 ;  Massenburg  v.  Grand 
Lodge  F.  tc.  A.  M.  81  Ga.  212,  7  S.  E.  636; 
Baltimore  v.  Grand  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
60  Md.  282;  Indianapolis  v.  Grand  Master, 

G.  L.  25  Ind.  518;  State  ex  rel.  Bertel  v. 
Board  of  Assessors,  34  La.  Ann.  674.  What 
we  have  here  said  as  to  the  character  of  the 
lodge  in  question  is  based  wholly  on  the 
evidence  in  this  record.  The  writer  of  this 
opinion  is  unhampered  by  independent 
knowledge  on  the  question,  and  is  happily 
dependent  on  the  record  for  all  facts  relat- 
ing to  the  subject. 

The  sum  and  substance  of  the  evidence  is 
that  the  money  benefits  dispensed  by  this  de- 
fendant lodge  are  in  no  sense  insurance 
benefits.  They  are  not  benefits  which  have 
been  previously  paid  for  by  the  beneficiary 
and  which  may  be  demanded  by  him  as  a 
matter  of  right.  His  only  cause  of  action 
is  a  plea  of  distress.  His  right  is  not 
weighed  by  previous  payment,  service,  or 
desert.  The  only  measure  of  his  right  is 
the  pressure  of  his  need.  This  is  the  do- 
main and  the  function  of  charity  as  com- 
monly understood.  Inasmuch  as  the  legis- 
lature did  not  see  fit  to  restrict  the  term 
"charitable  institutions,"  we  would  not  be 
justified  in  placing  such  restriction  upon 
it  unless  such  restriction  inheres  in  the 
legal  meaning  of  the  term,  or  unless  such 
construction  be  necessary  to  harmonize  this 
provision  with  other  provisions  of  the  stat- 
ute, or  to  save  its  validity  for  constitu- 
tional or  other  reasons.  This  provision  as 
it  is  conflicts  with  no  other.  It  is  neither 
inconsistent  nor  unreasonable.  We  are  con- 
strained, therefore,  to  hold  that  the  defend- 
ant in  its  relation  to  this  devise  is  a  "chari- 
table institution"  within  the  meaning  of 
this  section.  If  this  interpretation  is  not  in 
accord  with  the  legislative  intent,  it  is  bet- 
ter that  such  legislative  intent  be  hereafter 
expressed  by  appropriate  amendment,  than 
that  we  should  assume  to  amend  the  stat- 
ute by  a  strained  construction. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  our  holding  here- 
in does  not'  have  the  effect  of  exempting  the 
devised  property  from  ordinary  taxation. 
That  question  is  controlled  by  §  1304  of 
the  Code.  Our  consideration  here  is  con- 
fined to  the  construction  of  §  1467. 

The  order  of  the  trial  court  is  afiJrmed. 
26  L.E.A.(N.S.) 


KANSAS  SUPREMB  COVHT. 

IvANSAS  MASONIC  HOME,  Appt, 
v. 

BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS  OF  SEDG- 
WICK COUNTY  et  al. 

(81  Kan.  869,  106  Pac.  1082.) 

Tax  — '  exemption  —  nse. 

1.  The  exemption  from  taxation  declared 
by  §  1,  art.  11,  of  our  State  Constitution,  is  a 
property  exemption  based  solely  upon  the 
exclusive  use  made  of  the  property.  It  is 
not  an  exenvption  to  the  ownership,  and 
the  character  of  the  owner  as  to  being  beaev- 
olent  or  otherwise  is  not  a  test. 

Same  ^Masonic  home. 

2.  If  property  is  used  exclusively  for 
benevolent  or  charitable  purposes,  it  is  ex- 
empt, regardless  of  the  value  or  area  of 
the  property,  and  it  is  not  requisite  that 
the  charity  dispensed  be  purely  public  or 
even  public.  If  the  property  be  exclusively 
used  for  charitable  purposes,  the  exemption 
is  not  defeated,  although  only  the  membert 
of  certain  societies  and  their  relatives  w 
eligible  to  become  recipients  of  the  charitiei 
dispensed. 

(Johnston,  Ch.  J.,  dissents.) 

(February  12,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Sedgwick  County 
refusing  to  enjoin  defendants  from  taxing 
certain  property  alleged  to  be  exempt.  Be- 
versed. 

Statement  by  Smith,  J.f 

The  appellant  filed  its  petition  in  the  dis- 
trict court  of  Sedgwick  county  against  thr 
board  of  county  commissioners,  county  clerk, 
and  county  treasurer  of  that  county.  In  iU 
petition  appellant  alleges  that  it  is  a  corpo- 
ration duly  organized  and  existing  under  the 
laws  of  the  state  of  Kansas.  It  also  alleges 
the  official  character  of  the  appellees,  that 
the  appellant  is  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land 
of  about  15  acres  duly  described,  upon  which 
it  has  valuable  and  lasting  improvements, 
consisting  of  buildings  used  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  a  home  in  the  state  of  Kan- 
sas for  Master  Masons,  their  wives,  widows, 
and  children,  and  children  of  the  members  of 
the  Eastern  Star;  also  a  chapel  used  exclu- 
sively for  religious  purposes  in  connection 
with  the  home;  also,  that  it  is  pos- 
sessed of  personal  property  such  as  house- 
hold furniture  and  8u|>p]ies;  that  all  of 
said  real  estate,  buildings,  and  personal 
property  an  Icept  and  used  solely  for  the 

Headnotes  by  Smith,  J. 


Note.  —  See  note  to  Be  Wilson,  ante,  090. 
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maintenance,  comfort,  moral  and  religious 
training,  and  education  of  the  members  of 
the  home;  that,  unless  provided  for  and 
taken  care  of  by  the  appellant,  all  of  the 
members  received  in  the  home  would  be 
objects  of  charity  to  be  cared  for  by  and  at 
the  expense  of  the  several  counties  of  the 
state  from  which  they  were  sent  to  the 
home;  that  the  members  of  the  home  are 
employed,  according  to  their  age  and  ca- 
pacity, in  some  household,  mechanical,  or 
agricultural  work,  so  aa  to  teach  them  to 
honor  labor  and  industry  and  gradually  to 
prepare  them  for  practical  trades  and  em- 
ployments ;  that  the  sole  object  and  purpose 
of  the  plaintiff  is  to  care  for  and  maintain 
indigent  aged  persons  and  helpless  children, 
and  that  all  of  said  property  was  and  is 
used  exclusively  for  such  religious,  benevo- 
lent, and  charitable  purposes;  that  no  in- 
come whatever  is  derived  from  the  use  of 
said  property,  and  no  charge  is  made  to  the 
members  of  said  home  for  care  or  mainte- 
nance, and  that  the  children  are  provided 
with  all  proper  educational  facilities  and 
with  religious  and  moral  training  without 
any  charge  therefor;  that,  upon  the  death 
of  any  member  of  the  home,  the  plaintiff, 
at  its  own  expense,  gives  the  deceased  mem- 
ber a  proper  burial  in  a  lot  provided  and 
paid  for  by  the  plaintiff.  The  petition  then 
alleges  the  assessment  of  the  property  at 
the  total  valuation  of  $41,620;  that  the 
county  clerk  threatens  to  and  is  about  to 
spread  upon  the  tax  roll  of  Sedgwick  county 
said  assessment,  and  that  taxes  will  be 
levied  upon  said  property  and  it  will  be 
sold,  unless  restrained  by  the  order  of  the 
court;  that  the  assessment  of  said  property 
and  the  threatened  spreading  of  the  same 
upon  the  tax  roll  of  the  county  will  be 
illegal  and  void,  aa  will  also  the  collection 
of  such  tax.  The  plaintiff  prayed  a  tem- 
porary injunction  and,  upon  the  hearing  of 
the  ease,  a  permanent  injunction. 

Summons  was  served  upon  the  defendants, 
and  a  temporary  injunction  was  granted. 
Thereupon  the  defendants  filed  the  following 
answer:  "Come  now  defendants,  deny  each 
and  every  allegation  contained  in  plaintiff's 
petition,  except  as  hereinafter  admitted. 
Defendants  admit  that  C.  N.  Cartwright  is 
county  clerk  of  Sedgwick  county,  Kansas, 
as  alleged  in  said  petition;  that  E.  Webb 
is  county  treasurer  of  Sedgwick  county, 
Kansas,  as  alleged  in  said  petition;  that 
said  plaintiff  is  a  corporation  duly  created, 
organized,  and  existing  under  and  by  laws 
of  the  state  of  Kansas;  that  said  plaintiff 
owns  the  real  estate  and  personal  property 
desc-ribed  in  said  petition;  that  said  plain- 
tilTs  sole  object  is  to  maintain  a  home  in 
the  stata  of  Kansas  for  Master  Masons, 
their  wives,  widows,  and  children,  and  chil- 
26  L.ILA.(N.S.) 


dren  of  the  Eastern  Star;  that  no  income 
whatever  is  derived  from  said  property,  or 
charge  made  to  the  members  of  said  home; 
that  members  of  tender  years  are  educated, 
and  that  plaintiff  provides  proper  educa- 
tional facilities  for  said  minors  without 
expense  to  said  minors  therefor;  that  the 
county  assessor,  George  W.  Bristow,  has  cer- 
tified to  the  county  clerk  the  proper  assess- 
ment for  taxes  for  the  year  1908,  as  alleged 
in  said  petition;  that  said  county  clerk 
aforesaid  threatens  and  intends  to  spread 
upon  the  tax  rolls  of  Sedgwick  county  said 
assessment;  that  said  taxes  will  be  collected 
by  the  county  treasurer." 
•  Thereafter  the  case  came  on  duly  for 
trial,  and  the  plaintiff  offered  its  evidence. 
The  defendants  offered  no  evidence,  and  both 
parties  submitted  the  case  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  court,  which  rendered  judgment 
refusing  a  permanent  injunction,  and  ad- 
judged that  the  plaintiff  pay  the  costs  of 
the  action.  Thereupon  the  plaintiff  filed  a 
motion  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  grounds  that 
the  judgment  was  not  supported  by,  but  was 
contrary  to,  the  evidence,  and  was  contrary 
to  law.  The  motion  was  denied,  and  the 
plaintiff  appeals. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Garver,  with  Messrs.  D.  M. 
Dale  and  S.  B.  Amidon,  for  appellant: 

Being  a  property  tax,  the  constitutional 
limitations  upon  the  taxation  of  all  prop- 
erty in  the  state  are  applicable  and  con- 
trolling. 

Re  Page,  60  Kan.  845,  47  L.R.A.  68,  58 
Pac.  478. 

It  is  the  use,  and  not  the  ownership, 
which  determines  the  question  of  exemption. 

Vail  V.  Beach,  10  Kan.  214;  Hibernian 
Benev.  Soc.  v.  Kelly,  28  Or.  173,  30  L.R.A. 
167,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  769,  42  Pac.  3. 

Plaintiff's  property  was  devoted  to  a 
charitable  use  within  the  meaning  of  the 
exemption  provision  of  the  Constitution. 

Fitterer  v.  Crawford,  157  Mo.  51,  50 
L.R.A.  191,  57  8.  W.  632;  Book  Agents  of 
M.  E.  Church,  South  v.  Hinton,  92  Tenn. 
188,  19  L.R.A.  289,  21  S.  W.  321;  State, 
Sisters  of  Charity,  Prosecutor,  v.  Chatham 
Twp.  52  N.  J.  L.  373,  9  L.R.A.  198,  20  Atl. 
292;  People  ex  rel.  Swiss  Benev.  Soc.  v.  Tax 
&  A.  Comrs.  36  Hun,  311;  Association  for 
Benefit  of  Colored  Orphans  v.  New  York, 
104  N.  Y.  581,  12  N.  E.  279,  affirming  38 
Hun,  593;  Western  Dispensary  v.  New  York, 
24  Jones  &  S.  361,  4  N.  Y.  Supp.  547;  St. 
Joseph's  Hospital  Asso.  v.  Ashland  County, 
96  Wis.  636,  72  N.  W.  43;  Appeal  Tax  Ct. 
V.  General  Workingmen's  Sick  Relief  Union, 
50  Md.  321;  Hebrew  Benev.  &  Orphan  Asy- 
lum V.  New  York,  11  Hun,  116;  New  York 
Infant  Asylum  v.  Westchester  County,  31 
Hun,  116;  Indianapolis  v.  Grand  Master,  G. 
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L.  25  Ind.  618;  Philadelphia  t.  Masonic 
Home,  160  Pa.  572,  23  L.R.A.  545,  40  Am. 
St.  Rep.  736,  28  Atl.  854;  Petersburg  v. 
Petersburg  Benev.  Mechanics'  Asso.  78  Va. 
431 ;  Hibernian  Benev.  Soc.  v.  Kelly,  supra. 
Separate  and  apart  from  the  use  of  the 
property,  fraternal  and  beneficiary  societies 
are  charitable  or  benevolent  societies  within 
the  meaning  of  constitutional  and  statutory 
provisions  exempting  such  institutions  from 
taxation;  the  ground  of  the  decisions  being 
that  it  is  not  essential  to  charity  that  it 
'  shall  be  universal. 

Savannah  v.  Solomon's  Lodge  No.  1,  F.  & 
A.  M.  53  Ga.  93;  Indianapolis  v.  Grand 
Master,  G.  L.  supra;  Henderson  v.  Strangers' 
Best  Lodge  No.  13,  I.  0.  O.  F.  17  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  1041,  17  S.  W.  215;  State  ex  rel.  Ber- 
tel  V.  Board  of  Assessors,  34  La.  Ann.  574; 
Hibernian  Benev.  Soc.  v.  Kelly,  supra; 
Petersburg  v.  Petersburg  Benev.  Mechanics' 
Asso.  and  Fitterer  v.  Crawford,  supra; 
Zable  v.  Louisville  Baptist  Orphans'  Home, 
«2  Ky.  89,  13  L.R.A.  668,  17  S.  W.  212; 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  v.  Soraer- 
ville,  101  Mass.  319;  Widows'  &.  Orphans' 
Home  V.  Com.  126  Ky.  386,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
«29,  103  S.  W.  354;  Cathedral  of  St.  John 
T.  Denver,  37  Colo.  378,  86  Pac.  1021; 
Brewer  v.  American  Missionary  Asso.  124 
Oa.  490,  62  S.  E.  804;  Franklin  Square 
House  V.  Boston,  188  Mass.  409,  74  N.  E. 
675;  Curtis  v.  Androscoggin  Lodge  No.  24, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  99  Me.  356,  59  Atl.  518;  Com. 
V.  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso.  116  Ky.  711, 
105  Am.  St.  Rep.  234,  76  S.  W.  522;  Ken- 
tucky Female  Orphan  School  v.  Louisville, 
100  ky.  470,  40  L.R.A.  119,  36  S.  W.  921; 
Episcopal  Academy  v.  Philadelphia,  150  Pa. 
565,  25  Atl.  55 ;  Burd  Orphan  Asylum  v. 
School  Dist.  90  Pa.  21;  Gerte  v.  Pureell,  26 
Ohio  St.  229;  Plattsmouth  Lodsje  No.  6,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.  V.  Cass  County,  79  Neb.  463,  113 
N.  W.  167;  Allen  v.  Duffie,  43  Mich.  1,  38 
Am.  Rep.  169,  4  N.  W.  427;  Donohugh's 
Appeal,  86  Pa.  312;  Saltonstall  v.  Sanders, 
11  Allen,  470;  Chamberlain  v.  Stearns,  111 
Mass.  267;  Adye  v.  Smith,  44  Conn.  GO,  26 
Am.  Rep.  424;  Norris  v.  Thomson,  19  N.  J. 
Eq.  307;  Suter  v.  Billiard,  132  Mass.  413, 
42  Am.  Rep.  444;  St.  Joseph's  Hospital 
Asso.  v.  Ashland  County,  supra;  Hinckley's 
Estate,  58  Cal.  457;  State  ex  rel.  Grand 
Lodge,  A.  F.  M.  v.  Addison,  2  S.  C.  499: 
Young  Men's  Christian  Asso.  v.  Douglas 
County,  60  Neb.  642,  52  L.R.A.  123,  83  N. 
W.  924;  Hennepin  County  v.  Bi-otherhood 
of  Gethsemane,  27  Minn.  460,  38  Am.  Rep. 
298,  8  N.  W.  595. 

Masonic    and    Odd    Fellow    societies    are 
«haritable  institutions. 

Savannah  v.  Solomon's  Lodjfe  No.  1,  P.  &  I 
A.  M.;  Indianapolis  v.  Grand  Ma.ster,  G.  L.;  | 
State  ex  rel.  Bertel  v.  Board  of  Assessors; 
iO  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Widows'  &  Orphans'  Home  v.  Cora.;  Curtis 
V.  Androscoggin  Lodge  No.  24,  I.  O.  0.  F.; 
and  Plattsmouth  Lodge  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
V.  Cass  County, — supra;  Philadelphia  v. 
Masonic  Home,  160  Pa.  572,  23  L.R.A.  543, 
40  Am.  St.  Rep.  736,  28  Atl.  954;  Baltimore 
V.  Grand  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  60  Md.  232. 
Messrs.  W.  A.  Ayrcs  and  George  Hc- 
Glll,  with  Mr.  W.  S.  Glass,  for  appellees. 

Smitb,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  appellant's  claim  for  the  exemption 
of  its  property  from  taxation  must  be  jus- 
tified, if  at  all,  by  §  1,  art.  11,  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  Kansas.  The  statutory  pro- 
vision relating  to  such  exemptions  is  found 
in  subhead  3,  §  2,  chap.  408,  Laws  1907.  In 
the  statute  the  area  of  land  exempt  from 
taxation  to  any  scientific,  literary,  or  benev- 
olent association,  used  for  the  specified  pur- 
poses, is  limited  to  5  acres.  The  constitu- 
tional provision,  however,  is  not  so  limited. 
It  provides:  "The  legislature  shall  provide 
for  a  uniform  and  equal  rate  of  assessment 
and  taxation;  but  all  property  used  exclu' 
sively  for  state,  county,  municipal,  literary, 
educational,  scientific,  religious,  benevolent, 
and  charitable  purposes,  and  personal  prop- 
erty to  the  amount  of  at  least  $200  for 
each  family,  shall  be  exempted  from  taxa- 
tion." Also,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
constitutional  exemption  depends  solely  upon 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  property,  and  not 
upon  the  ownership  nor  the  character,  chari- 
table or  otherwise,  of  the  owner.  It  is  a 
property  exemption.  If  it  be  conceded  that 
the  property  of  the  appellant  is  used  exclu- 
sively for  benevolent  and  charitable  pur- 
poses, which  fact  or  conclusion  of  fact  seems 
to  be  admitted  in  the  answer  of  the  appol- 
lecs,  then  it  must  be  said  that  there  hts 
been  no  decision  of  this  court  which  deter- 
mines the  controversy.  The  decisions  of  the 
courts  of  last  resort  of  other  states  are 
advisory,  but  there  is  such  contrariety  of 
opinion  therein  that  such  decisions  should 
have  little  weight,  except  for  the  rea- 
soning advanced.  In  general,  the  line  /f 
division  in  these  decisions  is  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  use  of  the  property  in 
question  constitutes  a  public  or  a  private 
charity.  Those  courts  which  hold  that  prop- 
erty used. principally  for  the  benefit  only  of 
persons  in  some  way  related  to  the  mem- 
burs  of  a  society,  an  artificial  class  as  it 
is  called,  is  not  exempt,  do  so  generally  for 
the  reason  that  their  Constitution  or  stat- 
ute law  governing  the  case  provides  that  the 
charity  shall  be  a  purely  public  charity. 
This  is  true  of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Minne- 
sota, Maine,  and  perhaps  other  states.  It 
seems  to  be  contended  by  the  appellees  that, 
to  be  exempt,  property  in  this  state  used 
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for  benevolent  and  charitable  purposes 
should  not  only  be  for  the  purposes  of  public 
charity,  but  that  the  prorisions  of  article 
7,  §  1,  of  the  Constitution,  excludes  all 
institutions  used  for  charitable  purposes  ex- 
cept such  aa  are  under  the  supervision  of 
the  state.  That  section  reads:  "Institu- 
tions for  the  benefit  of  the  insane,  blind, 
and  deaf  and  dumb,  and  such  other  benevo- 
lent institutions  as  the  public  good  may 
require,  shall  be  fostered  and  supported  by 
the  state,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  law.  Trustees  of  suoh  be- 
nevolent institutions  as  may  t>e  hereafter 
created  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate.  .  .  ."  This  contention  is  clearly 
untenable,  as  it  would  debar  from  exemp- 
tion any  institution,  founded  and  supported 
entirely  by  private  subscription  or  donation, 
although  its  beneficence  might  be  purely 
public  as  to  its  recipients,  unless  the  insti- 
tution was  turned  over  to  the  state.  In 
the  reported  decisions,  we  Iiave  found  no 
support  for  this  contention,  except  perhaps 
an  intimation  in  one  decision. 

The  reasons  assigned  by  the  several  courts 
for  their  diverse  views  are  practically  as 
follows:  Those  courts  which  do  not  place 
their  decision  squarely  upon  the  provisions 
of  their  constitutions  have  adopted  the  prin- 
ciple that,  where  the  Constitution  provides 
that  taxation  shall  be  uniform  and  equal, 
no  property  should  be  exempt  by  act  of  the 
legislature  from  taxation,  unless  especially 
provided  for  by  the  Constitution;  that  the 
«xemption  of  any  property  from  taxation, 
except  for  the  public  benefit,  is  an  injustice 
■to  all  other  taxpayers;  that  property  can- 
not be  exempt  from  taxation  for  the  public 
"benefit,  unless  all  of  the  public  is,  or  may 
possibly  be,  benefited  thereby,  and  that  any 
arbitrary  division  of  the  beneficiaries  of  a 
•charity,  by  reason  of  their  relation  to  a 
society  which  may  or  may  not  be  joined,  is 
not  for  the  benefit  of  such  portion  of  the 
public  as  does  not  see  fit  to  join  such  so- 
ciety. On  the  other  hand,  it  is  tiontended 
that  the  various  charities  which  provide  for 
«ny  portion  of  the  public,  however  arbitrary 
the  rule  of  participation  therein  may  be,  re- 
lieve the  public  and  all  taxpayers  of  so  much 
of  the  public  burden,  and  are  thus  a  benefit 
to  all;  that  the  numerous  so-called  private 
•charities  in  the  aggregate  provide  for  as 
great  or  a  greater  portion  of  the  poor  and 
dependent  which  the  state  is  under  obliga- 
tion to  support  than  do  the  so-called  public 
charities. 

Perhaps  the  best  considered  case  upon  the 
subject  is  Philadelphia  v.  Masonic  Home. 
160  Pa.  672,  23  L.R.A.  545,  40  Am.  St.  Rep. 
736,  28  Atl.  954.  The  Constitution  of  the 
«tate  of  Pennsylvania  adopted  in  1874  ex- 
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cmnted  "institutions  of  purely  public  chari- 
ty" from  all  taxation.    The  Masonic  Homo 
was  granted  a  special  charter  by  the  legis- 
lature of  that  state,  and  was  thereby  grant- 
ed the  "right  to  take  and  hold,  by  purchase, 
gift,  or  devise,  real  and  personal  estate,  free 
from  all  taxation,  for  the  purposes  herein- 
after  named,   and    to   sell,   convey,   or   ex- 
change the  same  at  pleasure."    The  action 
was  brought  by  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to 
recover  taxes  on  the  Masonic  Home  corpo- 
ration.    Dean,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  of  the  court,  and  Williams,  J., 
the  dissenting  opinion,  in  which  Mr.  Justice 
Green  concurred.     The  syllabus  tersely  and 
clearly  defines  terms  which  are  controverted 
in  this  case.     It  reads:      "A  charity  is  a 
gift  to  promote  the  welfare  of  others.     A 
charity  may  restrict  its  admissions  to  a  class 
of  humanity,  and  yet  be  public  in  its  nature, 
and  so  long  as  the  classification  is  deter- 
mined by  some  distinction  which  involun- 
tarily affects,   or   may  atTect,   any   of   the 
whole  people,  although  only  a  small  number 
may   be   directly   benefited,   the   charity   is 
public.     When   the   right   to  share   in   the 
benefits  of  a  charity  depends  on  the  fact  of 
voluntary  association  with  some  particular 
society,    while    all    not    members    of    such 
society    are   excluded,   the    charity    is    not 
purely  public  in  its  nature.    A  home  for  the 
relief   of  aged  and   indigent   Masons   only, 
though   supported   by   voluntary    contribu- 
tions,  without   charge   to  the   beneficiaries 
and  without  profit  to  the  institution  or  its 
officers,  is  not  a  'purely  public  charity,'  and 
is  not  exempt  from  taxation  under  a  con- 
stitutional provision  exempting  'institution.'^ 
of  purely  public  charity'  from  all  taxation." 
40  Am.  St.  Rep.  736.    In  the  majority  opin- 
ion we  find  the  following  language:     "The 
legal   definition   of   the   word   'charity'   has 
been  the  subject  of  much  discussion  in  the 
courts,  especially  in  those  of  England,  but 
its   meaning  here,   discarding  all   technical 
sense,  is,  'a  gift  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
others.'     The  appellee  clearly  is  a  charity. 
It  provides  for  and  maintoins  in  the  'Ma- 
sonic  Home'    indigent,   afflicted,   and   aged 
Freemasons.    This,  too,  from  voluntary  con- 
tributions, without  charge  to  the  benefici- 
aries, and  with  no  profit  either  to  the  cor- 
poration or  to  its  officers.    .     .     .    'No  one 
is  benefited  except  the  inmates.     They  are 
fed,  clothed,  and  lodged  during  life,  and  bur- 
ied at  death,  at  the  expense  of  the  home.' 
Of  course,   if   this  be  not  purely,  charity, 
nothing  is."    160  Pa.  577.    The  opinion  then 
proceeds  to  hold  that  it  is  not  a  purely  pub- 
lic charity.    The  contention  is  further  illu- 
minated by  this  excerpt  from  the  dissenting 
opinion:     "It  is  conceded  by  my  brethren 
that  this  is  a  charitable  object,  and  that  the 
home  is  a  charity.    The  point  taken  is  that 
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it  is  a  private,  and  not  a  public,  charity. 
It  was  founded  and  endowed,  as  the  evi- 
dence clearly  shows,  and  it  is  maintained, 
by  voluntary  gifts.  Out  of  the  contribu- 
tions made  to  it,  the  grounds  and  buildings 
have  been  paid  for,  and  the  maintenance 
of  its  inmates  provided.  It  is  supporting, 
nursing,  and  caring  for  thirty  or  more  aged 
men  who  would  otherwise  be  dependent  upon 
the  almshouse,  or  other  forms  of  charity 
supported  by  taxation.  No  profit  is  possi- 
ble to  any  person,  corporation,  or  society. 
The  entire  plant,  and  the  stream  of  volun- 
tary gifts  on  which  it  is  dependent,  are 
devoted  wholly  to  the  charitable  work  de- 
scribed in  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of 
the  home.  The  contributors  get  nothing  for 
their  money  but  the  approval  of  their  con- 
sciences, and  the  knowledge  that  they  are 
increasing  the  happiness  of  the  aged,  indi- 
gent, and  afflicted.  I  see  nothing  private 
about  such  a  charity.  It  is  not  limited  in 
its  work  to  the  donors  or  their  children.  It 
brings  no°  pecuniary  benefit  or  return.  It 
is  done  in  relief  of  public  taxation,  and  in 
the  interest  of  humanity,  and  that  brotherly 
love  that  becomes  the  children  of  a  common 
Father."  160  Pa.  585.  It  is  evident  that, 
had  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  read 
like  the  Constitution  of  Kansas,  or  if  that 
court  had  held  as  does  this  court,  that  the 
legislature  has  power  to  extend  the  consti- 
■  tutional  exemption,  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  court  would  have  been  that  the  prop- 
erty in  question  was  exempt  from  taxation. 
Several  cases  from  the  same  court  are  in- 
deed cited  in  the  dissenting  opinion,  in 
which  it  was  (Claimed  that  similar  property 
had  been  held  exempt  from  taxation. 

'It  is  interesting  also  to  note  that  the  su- 
preme court  of  Kentucky  in  Widows'  & 
Orphans'  Home  v.  Com.  126  Ky.  386,  16 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  829,  103  S.  W.  354,  under  a 
Constitution  substantially  like  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Constitution,  holds  as  stated  in 
the  syllabus:  "that  the  benefits  of  a 
h(»ne  for  the  support  of  .  widows  and 
orphans  are  confined  to  those  of  members 
of  a  particular  secret  society  does  not  de- 
prive it  of  the  character  of  a  purely  public 
charity  within  the  meaning  of  a  constitu- 
tional tax  exemption."  An  erudite  and  very 
lengthy  footnote  is  appended  to  this  case 
in  16  L.R.A.(X.S.)  supra,  which  it  is  believed 
cites  practically  all  of  the  authorities  on 
the  subject  to  date,  and  a  reference  to  which 
trill  excuse  the  citation  of  numerous  au- 
thorities here.  In  conclusion  the  commenta- 
tor says:  "The  fundamental  principle, 
which  makes  taxation  the  rule,  exemption 
the  exception,  and  requires  that  immunity 
from  sharing  f the  common  burdens  shall  be 
granted  only  to  those  who  assume  duties 
which  the  government  itself  should  discharge, 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


affords  the  first  test  to  determine  whether  t 
particular  claimant  of  exemption  from  tax- 
ation is  entitled  to  be  freed  from  the  bur- 
den   resting    upon   the   entire   commnnitT. 
The   duties   of   government   ordinarily  as- 
sumed by  private  persons  embrace  the  care 
and  support  of  the  aged,  the  sick,  the  infirm, 
the  needy,  the  helpless,  the  suffering,  the 
distressed;  the  promoting  of  the  moral  and 
physical  health  and   tlie   education  of  the 
citizen;  and  the  burial  of  the  dead.    And 
statutes  which  exempt  from  taxation  any 
part  of  the  community  usually  grant  im- 
munity to  such  persons  as  have  undertaken 
the  performance  of  one  or  more  of  these  da- 
ties.    It  is  a  general  principle  that  all  such 
statutes  are  to  be  strictly  construed.    It  is 
therefore  of  primary  necessity  for  the  claim- 
ant of  exemption  from  taxation  to  bring  it- 
self within  the  exact  terms  of  the  relieving 
law.     If,  then,  the  statute  exempts  alone 
institutions   of   purely  public   charity,  the 
claimant  must  not  only  be  a  charitable  in- 
stitution, but  its  charities  must  be  purelv 
public  charities.     If  property,  rather  than 
its   owner,   is   exempted   from   taxation  if 
used    for    a   charitable    purpose,   then   the 
property  must  be  devoted  to  a  charitable 
use.     If  exemption  from   taxation   is  con- 
ferred upon  property  rather  than  upon  its 
owners,  because  its  use  and  product  is  given 
over  to  charity,  it  is  manifest  that  the  char- 
acter of  the  owner  as  a  charitable  society 
is  immaterial;  and  equally  is  it  plain  that 
it  is  an  unimportant  consideration  that  only 
a  special  class  of  persons  receives  its  boun- 
ties.   Charity  is  equally  charity,  when  given 
exclusively   to  Freemasons   and   their   kin. 
superannuated  Methodist  clergymen.  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  orphans,  or  Roman  Catholic 
nuns.    It  follows  from  this  that,  when  prop- 
erty   otherwise    exempt    from    taxation   is 
devoted   to   the   purposes   of   a   particular 
society,  it  will  still  be  exempt  in  two  classes 
of   cases:      First,   when   the   exemption   is 
accorded  the  property,  instead  of  the  owner, 
when   devoted  to  purposes   named   in   the 
exempting  statute;  and,  second,  when  the 
particular  society  is  one  of  the  class  men- 
tioned in  the  exemption  statute' as  entitle  1 
to  immunity.    It  will,  of  course,  often  hap- 
pen in  the  first  class  of  cases  that  the  fact 
that  the  property  is  held  and  used  for  pur- 
poses which  exempt  it  from  taxation  will  be 
disputed;  and,  in  the  second  class,  it  will 
be  denied  that  the  claimant  is  one  of  the 
favored  class.    And  it  will  sometimes  occur 
that  the  same  facts  will  be  oppositely  con- 
strued in  different  jurisdictions.    -The  gov- 
erning  principle  will   not  thereby  be   im- 
pugned."   Page  861. 

Before  the  adoption  of  our  Constitution, 
other  states  had  constitutional  provisions 
upon   this    subject    which   had   theretofore 
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b«en  the  subjects  of  litigation,  and  it  is  to 
be  presumed  that  the  framers  of  our  Con- 
ntitution  had  given  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  people  of  the  state,  in 
adopting  it,  adopted  it  with  its  plain  and 
ordinary  meaning.  The  language  employed 
in  i  1,  art.  11,  supra,  is  plain  and  unam- 
biguous, and  there  is  no  reason  for  reading 
into  it,  or  reading  out'  of  it,  a  single  word. 
Neither  the  words  "purely  public"  nor  the 
word  "public"  is  found  therein  as  a  limita- 
tion of  "benevolent  and  charitable  pur- 
poses." We  hold  no  license  to  amend  its 
terms,  and  take  it  to  mean  what  it  plainly 
nays, — that  property  that  is  used  exclusively 
for  benevolent  or  charitable  purposes  is  ex- 
empt from  taxation. 

The  controlling  question,  then,  in  this 
(-age,  is  whether  the  property  of  the  Masonic 
Home  is  used  exclusively  for  benevolent  and 
charitable  purposes.  The  words  "benevo- 
lent" and  "charitable"  are  nearly  synony- 
mous in  meaning,  and  as  frequently  used  are 
entirely  so,  especially  when  applied  to  pur- 
poses or  institutions.  Webster's  Universal 
Dictionary  thus  defines  "charitable:"  "Per- 
taining to  charity,  springing  from  charity, 
or  intended  for  charity,  benevolent;  as  a 
charitable  institution,  a  charitable  purpose." 
Consideralile  evidence  was  introduced  in  this 
rase  to  show  that  the  entire  property  of 
the  home  is  used  for  the  support,  care,  and 
nursing  of  poor  and  dependent  aged  per- 
sons, and  for  maintaining,  nurturing,  and 
educating  young  persons  unable  to  care  for 
themselves;  that  all  this  is  done  without 
any  charge  to  the  inmates,  and  without  any 
profit  or  expectation  of  profit  to  the  owner 
of  the  home,  the  appellant  corporation.  As 
before  said,  there  is  no  confiict  in  the  evi- 
dence. It  shows  that  the  home  is  supported 
as  follows:  The  members  of  the  subordi- 
nate Masonie  lodges  in  the  state  pay  certain 
prescribed  dues  to  their  respective  lodges. 
From  this  fund  so  raised  each  subordinate 
lodge  contributes  $1  for  each  of  its  mem- 
bers, to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  state.  Of 
the  fund  thus  created  the  Grand  Lodge  do- 
nates 50  per  cent  to  the  support  of  this 
home,  and  this,  with  such  private  donations 
as  are  made  to  the  home,  constitutes  its 
pntire  support.  It  appears  that  the  bene- 
ficiaries in  the  home  are  principally  aged 
and  indigent  members  of  the  order  and  of 
the  Eastern  Star,  and  their  dependent 
widows  and  children.  All  of  the  evidence 
indicates  that  the  benefits  extended  to  the 
inmates  of  the  home  are  not  extended  in 
consideration  of  any  payments  made  by  the 
inmates  or  by  their  relatives,  and  that  no 
person  in  any  way  connected  with  or  re- 
lated to  any  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity in  the  atate  has  any  legal  right  to 
enter  the  home,  or  to  receive  the  charities 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


therein  extended.  In  other  words,  the  evi- 
dence without  conflict  proves  that  the  home 
is  conducted  as  a  pure  charity,  adding  there- 
to educational  and  religious  opportunities 
and  advantages.  There  is  nothing  to  indi- 
cate that  the  court  below  decided  the  case 
in  favor  of  the  appellees  on  any  question 
of  fact  as  to  the  character  of  the  use  of  the 
property,  but  it  is  evident  that  the  court 
took  a  different  view  of  the  law  than  is 
herein  set  forth.  Applying  the  law  herein 
indicated  to  the  facts  as  shown  by  the  \m- 
controverted  evidence,  the  judgment  ren- 
dered by  the  court  below  is  not  supported 
by  the  evidence.  The  judgment  is  therefore 
reversed  for  further  proceedings  in  accord- 
ance with  tba  views  herein  expressed. 

Bnrch,   Porter,   Graves,  and  Benson, 

JJ.,  concur. 

Johnston,  Ch.  J.,  dissents.     Mason,  J., 
not  sitting. 


MASSACHUSETTS    SUPRESIE    JITDI* 
CIAL  COURT. 

MOLLY  VARNl'M  CHAPTER,  BAl^GH- 
TERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REVOLU- 
TION 

V. 

CITY  OP  LOWELL,  Appt 
(204  Mass.  487,  90  N.  E.  893.) 

Tax  —  exemption  —  property  of  D.  A.  R. 

Real  estate  owned  and  occupied  by  a 
chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  chartered  "for  the  purpose  of 
perpetuating  the  memory  of  the  men  and 
women  who  achieved  American  independ- 
ence, of  acquiring  and  protecting  historic 
spots,  encouraging  historical  research  and 
the  publication  of  its  results,  preserv- 
ing documents  and  relics  and  individual 
records  of  Revolutionary  soldiers  and  pa- 
triots, and  promoting  the  celebration  of 
patriotic  anniversaries,  or  cherishing,  main- 
taining, and  extending  the  institutions 
of  American  freedom,  and  fostering  true 
patriotism  and  love  of  country,"  and 
which  has,  in  addition  to  its  chartered 
purposes,  aided  in  the  relief  of  the  destitute, 
made  gifts  to  public  schools,  assisted  in  the 
establishment  of  a  public  library  and  in  the 
maintenance  of  a  boys'  club  for  industrial 
work,  and  a  sewing  class  for  girls, — is 
within  a  statute  exempting  from  taxation 
the  property  of  literary,  benevolent,  charit- 
able, and  scientific  institutions. 


(January  25,  1910.) 


Note.  —  Exemption  of  property  of  pa- 
triotic societies. 

There  appears  to  be  no  other  case  involv- 
ing the  taxation  of  property  belonging  to 
a  patriotic  society,  such  as  the  Daiiijhters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  but  a  few  cases 
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APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  Mid- 
dlesex County  in  plaintifTs  favor  in  an  ac- 
tion brought  to  recover  back  certain  taxes 
paid  under  protest,  the  assessment  of  which 
was  alleged  to  have  been  unlawful.  Af- 
firmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  William  W.  Duncan  for  appellant. 

Mr.  Albert  S.  Howard,  for  appellee: 

The  plaintiff  corporation  is  a  literary  and 
benevolent  institution  within  the  meaning 
of  the  exemption  statute. 

Massachusetts  Soc.  v.  Boston,  142  Mass. 
24,  6  N.  E.  840;  Chamberlain  v.  Stearns,  111 
Mass.  267 ;  New  England  Theosophical  Corp. 
v.  Boston,  172  Mass.  60,  42  L.R.A.  281,  61 
N.  E.  456;  Wesleyan  Academy  v.  Wilbra- 
ham,  99  Mass.  599;  Mt.  Hermon  Boys' 
School  v.  Gill,  145  Mass.  139,  13  N.  E.  354. 

I 

Braley,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  defendant  city  having  levied  and  col- 
lected a  tax  upon  the  real  estate  owned  by 
the  plaintiff,  this  action  is  brought  to  re- 
cover it  back.  It  having  been  agreed  that 
the  omission  to  make  the  return  required 
by  Rev.  Laws,  chap.  12,  §  41,  was  not  wil- 
ful, the  only  question  for  decision  is  whether 
the  plaintiff  is  within  the  class  of  corpora- 
tions described  in  Rev.  Laws,  chap.  12,  §  5, 
cl.  3,  as  "literary,  benevolent,  charitable, 
and  scientific  institutions"  whose  real  prop- 
erty, when  used  and  occupied  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  are  incorporated,  is 
exempted  from  taxation. 

The  plaintiff  is  a  corporation  chartered 
under  Rev.  Laws,  chap.  125,  "for  the  pur- 
pose of  perpetuating  the  memory  of  the  men 
and  women  who  achieved  American  inde- 
pendence, of  acquiring  and  protecting  his- 
toric spots,  encouraging  historical  research 
and  the  publication  of  its  results,  preserving 
documents  and  relics  and  individual  records 
of  Revolutionary  soldiers  and  patriots,  and 
promoting  the  celebration  of  patriotic  anni- 
versaries, or  cherishing,  maintaining,  and 
extending  the  institutions  of  American  free- 


j  dom,  and  fostering  true  patriotism  and  lore 
of  country;  also  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
real  estate  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  for 
its  lawful  ends."  In  furtherance  of  these 
purposes  it  has  purchased,  with  funds  raised 
from  dues  assessed  on  its  members  anj 
voluntary  contributions  by  citizens,  the  es- 
tate known  as  the  "Spalding  House,"  for- 
merly owned  and  occupied  by  soldiers  who 
served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  It 
may  be  assumed,  in  the  absence  of  any  af- 
firmative statement  in  the  agreed  facts  to 
the  contrary,  that  the  house  is  not  only 
owned  but  occupied  by  the  plaintiff,  even 
if  the  occasional  hiring  of  the  premises  by 
others  provides  an  income  which  is  exclu- 
sively devoted  to  the  work  of  the  corpora- 
tion. Wesleyan  Academy  v.  Wilbraham,  99 
Mass.  599.  The  right  to  an  exemption  from 
taxation  is  claimed  by  the  plaintiff  because 
it  is  either  a  literary  or  a  benevolent  insti- 
tution. The  objects  which  the  plaintiff  was 
organized  to  promote  having  been  defined 
by  its  charter,  they  cannot  be  enlarged  by 
extraneous  reference  to  the  terms  of  incor- 
poration of  the  national  organization  of 
which  the  plaintiff  is  a  chapter  or  branch. 
Masonic  Education  &  Charity  Trust  v.  Boa- 
ton,  201  Mass.  320,  87  N.  E.  602.  In  New 
England  Theosophical  Corp.  v.  Boston,  173 
Mass.  60,  42  L.R.A.  281,  51  N.  E.  456,  it 
was  held  by  the  whole  court  that  the  plain- 
tiff, though  instituted  for  the  dissemination 
of  theosophical  ideas  and  the  procurement 
of  converts  through  the  collection  of  books 
on  the  subject,  with  instructions  and  other 
literary  work  explanatory  of  the  tenets  of 
the  society,  was  not  a  literary  institution 
within  the  meaning  of  the  statute.  It  was 
organized  to  procure  converts  to  that  belief, 
all  other  purposes  of  organization  being 
made  subordinate,  and  the  element  of  gen- 
eral benefit  to  the  public  which  is  con- 
ferred where  an  institution  of  learning  is 
founded  for  the  promotion  of  education  in 
the  liberal  arts,  or  in  the  sciences,  or  where 
a  library  is  established  for  the  general 
diffusion  of  knowledge,  was  wanting.  A 
private  corporation,  conducted  for  the  sole 


have  held  that  armories  used  by  military 
organizations  or  branches  of  the  national 
guard  are  exempt. 

Thus,  a  military  organization  main- 
tained by  state  appropriation  and  private 
subscriptions,  whose  only  object  was  gratui- 
tous public  service,  without  profit  or  ex- 
pectation of  gain,  was  held  in  Philadelphia 
V.  Keystone  Battery  A,  169  Pa.  526,  32  Atl. 
428,  to  be  a  purely  public  charity,  and  un- 
used property  owned  by  it  which  was  being 
held,  not  as  an  investment,  but  merely  until 
a  purchaser  could  be  secured,  was  exempt 
from  taxation. 

So,  also,  in  Scranton  City  Guard  Asso.  v. 
Scrnnton,  1  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  650,  an  armory  ol 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


a  battalion  of  the  state  militia  was  held  ex- 
empt from  taxation  as  a  purely  public 
charity,  although  the  armory  was  occa- 
sionally rented  to  private  parties  for  hire, 
where  the  rents  received  were  never  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  cost  of  the  heat,  light,  and 
water  for  the  building  and  the  wages  of  the 
janitor.  And  to  the  same  general  effect 
was  the  decision  in  National  Guard  v. 
Tener,  13  W.  N.  C.  310. 

As  to  effect  of  fact  that  property  other- 
wise exempt  from  taxation  is  devoted  to 
purposes  of  a  particular  society,  see  ex- 
haustive note  to  Widows'  &  Orphans'  Home, 
O.  F.  V.  Com.  ]6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  829,  and  the 
note  to  Re  Wilson,  ante,  696. 
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benefit  of  its  members,  although  the  gen- 
eral purpose  in  a  popular  sense  may  be  of 
limited  educational  value,  does  not  confer 
upon  the  public  that  advantage  and  aid 
which  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  statute  not 
only  to  recognize  but  to  encourage.  This 
distinction  appears  and  was  applied  in  favor 
of  the  exemption  in  Wesleyan  Academy  v. 
Wilbraham,  99  Mass.  699,  and  in  Emerson 
v.  Milton  Academy,  185  Mass.  414,  70  N.  E. 
442.  See  Minns  v.  Billings,  183  Mass.  126, 
130,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  686,  97  Am.  St.  Rep. 
420,  6C  N.  E.  593. 

If  the  sole  object  of  the  plaintiff  had  been 
the  gratuitous  collection  and  publication  of 
facts  connected  with  our  Revolutionary  his- 
tory, this  work  would  have  been  education- 
al and  of  great  value  to  the  community. 
It  would  disseminate  useful  knowledge  sim- 
ilar to  that  afforded  by  a  free  lectureship 
on  such  topics,  or  by  a  library  of  historical 
works  treating  of  the  subject  and  opened 
free  of  charge  for  all  those  who  wished  to 
read  or  consult  them,  under  such  reason- 
able rules  as  might  be  prescribed.  The 
foundation  upon  which  such  an  institution 
rests  would  be  in  aid  of  letters  and  char- 
itable by  intendment  of  law.  Yates  t.  Uni- 
versity College,  L.  R.  7  H.  L.  438.  To  en- 
courage and  promote  historical  research  and 
the  publication  of  the  results  in  the  form 
of  books,  pamphlets,  or  periodicals  without 
pecuniary  profit  or  charge,  which  vas  one 
of  the  chartered  purposes  of  the  corpora- 
tion, while  not  so  extensive  an  aid  in  the 
diffusion  of  historical  information  as  a  li- 
brary open  to  the  public  and  composed  of 
such  works  would  be,  nevertheless  is  with- 
in the  statutory  category,  and  property  held 
and  occupied  for  this  purpose  is  exempt. 
Minns  v.  Billings,  183  Mass.  126,  5  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  686,  97  Am.  St.  Rep.  420,  66  N.  E. 
593;  Drury  v.  Natick,  10  Allen,  169;  Gary 
Library  v.  Bliss,  161  Mass.  364,  7  L.R.A. 
765,  26  N.  E.  92;  Dexter  v.  Harvard  College, 
176  Mass.  192,  57  N.  E.  371;  Jones  v.  Haber- 
sham, 107  U.  S.  174,  27  L.  ed.  401,  2  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  336.  If  the  word  "benevolent," 
without  qualifying  words,  may  include  acts 
springing  from  mere  good  will  or  a  sense  of 
moral  duty,  yet  when  used  in  connection 
with  "charitable"  it  is  synonymous  with  it 
if  such  appears  to  have  been  the  intention  of 
the  testator  or  settlor  in  making  the  gift. 
Saltonstall  v.  Sanders,  11  Allen,  446,  465, 
470;  Chamberlain  v.  Stearns,' 111  Mass.  267, 
268;  Massachusetts  Soc.  v.  Boston,  142  Mass. 
24,  27,  6  N.  E.  840;  Minot  v.  Atty.  Gen. 
189  Mass.  176,  179,  75  N.  E.  149;  Fox  v. 
Gibbs,  86  Me.  87,  29  Atl.  940.  In  Young 
Men's  Protestant  Temperance  &  Benev.  Soc. 
T.  Fall  River,  160  Mass.  409,  412,  36  N.  E. 
57,  where  an  exemption  was  claimed  under 
stat.  1889,  chap.  465,  re-enacted  in  Rev. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Laws,  chap.  12,  g  5,  cl.  3,  it  was  said  "that 
they  must  be  conscrued  as  intending  to  de- 
scribe institutions  of  a  similar  kind."  But 
if  in  Franklin  Square  House  v.  liiiutnn,  188 
Mass.  409,  410,  74  N.  E.  675,  although  re- 
ferred to,  the  question  was  left  undecided, 
the  statute  plainly  exempts  institutions 
which  a  court  of  equity  would  hold  to  be 
within  the  provisions  of  Stat,  43  Eliz.  chap. 
4,  and  charitable  institutions  organized  to 
administer  trusts  in  aid  of  the  general  wel- 
fare, which  are  the  outgrowth  of  the  con- 
ditions of  modem  society,  and  although  not 
named  in  the  trusts  found  in  this  statute, 
are  held  to  be  within  its  spirit  and  intent. 
Odell  V.  Odell,  10  Allen,  1;  Jackson  v.  Phil- 
lips, 14  Allen,  539,  551;  Saltonstall  v.  San- 
ders, 11  Allen,  469;  Rotch  v.  Emerson,  105 
Mass.  431;  Re  Bartlett,  163  Mass.  509,  40 
N.  E.  800;  Sherman  v.  Congi-egational 
Home  Miss.  Soc.  176  Mass.  349,  67  N.  E. 
702;  Minns  v.  Billings,  183  Mass.  126,  5 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  686,  97  Am.  St.  Rep.  420,  66 
N.  E.  693;  Franklin  Square  House  v.  Boston, 
188  Mass.  409,  74  N.  E.  675;  Farrigan  v. 
Pevear,  193  Mass.  147,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  481, 
118  Am.  St.  Rep.  484,  78  N.  E.  855,  8  A. 
&  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1109;  Masonic  Education  & 
Charity  Trust  t.  Boston,  201  Mass.  320,  87 
N.  £.  602.  In  the  application  of  this  prin- 
ciple, among  other  instances,  gifts  of  either 
real  or  personal  property  for  the  improve- 
ment of  agriculture,  the  protection  of  ani- 
mals, the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  children, 
the  promotion  of  horticulture,  or  of  temper- 
ance or  morality,  the  establishment  of  life 
boats,  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  thoso 
exposed  to  the  perils  of  the  sea,  and  the 
encouragement  of  good  servants,  have  been 
recognized  and  sustained  as  charities.  Lack- 
land v.  Walker,  151  Mo.  210,  62  S.  W.  414; 
Massachusetts  Soc.  v.  Boston,  142  Mass.  24, 
6  N.  E.  840;  People  ex  rel.  State  Bd.  of 
Charities  v.  New  York  Soc.  42  App.  Div.  83, 
58  N.  Y.  Supp.  954;  Commissioners  of  In- 
come Tax  v.  Pemsel  [1891]  A.  C.  631,  572; 
Rotch  V.  Emerson,  105  Mass.  431;  Salton- 
stall V.  Sanders,  11  Allen,  446;  Johnston  v. 
Swann,  3  Madd.  Ch.  457;  Richardson  v. 
MuUery,  200  Mass.  247,  86  N.  E.  319;  Los- 
combe  v.  Wintringham,  13  Beav.  87.  The 
purposes  described  in  the  plaintilTs  charter 
are  neither  contrary  to  law  nor  opposed  to 
morality.  It  has  aided  in  the  relief  of  the 
destitute,  made  gifts  to  the  public  schools, 
assisted  in  the  establishment  of  a  public 
library,  and  in  the  maintenance  of  a  boys' 
club  for  industrial  work  and  a  sewing  class 
for  girls.  The  plaintiff  also  has  contributed 
money  for  the  promotion  of  historical  re- 
search, the  preservation  of  historical  sites, 
and  has  inculcated  patriotism  by  perpetuat- 
ing the  memory  of  the  men. and  women  who 
were   instrumental   in   achieving  our   inde- 
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pendence.  If  the  means  employed  are  some- 
what diversified  and  elaborate,  the  ends 
served  are  wliolly  beneficial  to  the  communi- 
ty. The  diffusion  of  knowledge,  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  the  fostering  of  love  of  country 
and  of  respect  for  our  civil  institutions, — 
all  tend  to  raise  the  standard  and  improve 
the  quality  of  citizenship,  and  not  only  re- 
lieve the  burdens  of  government  but  advance 
the  public  good.  Donohugh's  Appeal,  8G  Pa. 
306;  Ould  v.  Washington  Hospital,  95  U.  8. 
303,  311,  24  L.  ed.  450,  451.  The  gratuitous 
benefit  thus  conferred  serves  only  charita- 
ble purposes  and  entitles  the  plaintiff  to  the 
statutory  exemption. 
Judgment  aflirmed. 


NORTH     CAROLINA     SUPRISME 
COURT. 

STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

V. 

NORFOLK     ft     SOUTHERN     RAILROAD 
COMPANY  et  al.,  Appts. 

•(—  N.  C.  — ,  67  S.  E.  42.) 

Highway  obstruction  —  railroad  under 
receivership. 

1.  A  railroad  company  for  which  a  re- 
ceiver has  been  appointed  is  not  liable  to 
indictment  for  obstructing  a  public  road 
crossing. 

Receiver  —  obstructing  hlghwajr  —  lia- 
bility. 

2.  Receivers  in  possession  of  a  railroad 
are  indictable  individually  for  obstructin;; 
a  highway  crossing  with  its  trains  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  constitute  a  nuisance. 

(February  25,  1910.) 


APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  Washington 
County  convicting  the  Norfolk  &  Southern 
Railroad  Company  of  unlawfully  obstruct- 
ing a  public  highway.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Gaylord  *  Gaylord  for  appel- 
lants. 

Mr.  G.  Ij.  Jones,  with  Mr.  T.  W.  Blck- 
ett,  Attorney  Qeneral,  for  the  State. 

Walker,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  an  indictment  against  the  Norfolk 
&  Southern  Railway  Company  and  H.  IC 
Kerr  and  Harry  Wooloott,  receivers  thereof, 
appointed  by  the  Federal  court,  for  obstruct- 
ing a  public  highway  in  Washington  county. 
The  obstruction  consisted  in  leaving  cars 
in  the'  public  road,  contrary  to  the  statute 
of  this  state.  A  summons  was  issued  to 
the  defendants,  requiring  them  to  appear  at 
the  October  term,  1909,  of  the  superior  court 
of  said  coimty  and  plead  to  the  bill.  This 
summons  was  returned  by  the  sheriff  as 
having  been  served  upon  W.  J.  Nicholson, 
local  agent  for  the  receivers,  but  there  was 
no  service  of  the  notice  upon  the  agents  of 
the  defendant  corporation,  and  upon  this 
ground  a  motion  was  made  at  the  October 
term  to  quash  the  bilL  The  solicitor  sent 
another  indictment  against  the  railroad 
company,  which  was  returned  a  true  bill  by 
the  grand  jury,  and  the  trial  of  the  case 
proceeded  upon  both  bills;  the  second  bill 
being  treated  as  an  additional  count,  or  the 
two  indictments  as  separate  counts  of  the 
same  bill.  State  v.  Perry,  122  N.  C.  1018, 
29  S.  E.  384;  and  State  v.  Southern  R.  Co. 
125  N.  C.  666,  34  S.  £.  527.    See  also  SUte 


Note.  ^  Criminal  prosecution  of  cor- 
poration for  acta  or  otnisaiotis  while 
in  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 

The  question  whether  a  receiver  may  be 
indicted  or  prosecuted  for  the  acts  of  his 
agents  or  servants  committed  during  re- 
ceivership is  not  included  in  this  note. 

Where  a  corporation  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
receiver  it  cannot  l)e  indicted  or  prosecuted 
for  nets  or  omissions  of  the  latter,  or  of  his 
agents  or  servants;  his  possession  not  being 
that  of  the  corporation,  but  antagonistic 
thereto,  and  the  latter  has  no  right  to  the 
possession,  control,  or  management  of  its 
propertv.  Arkansas  C.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  72 
Ark.  250,  70  S.  W.  773  (failure  to  give 
statutory  crossing  signals) ;  State  v.  Wa- 
bash R.*Co.  115  Ind.  466,  1  L.R.A.  179,  17 
N.  E.  909  (obstruction  of  highway  by  plat- 
form ) ;  State  v.  Minneapolis  &  St.  L.  R. 
Co.  88  Iowa,  689,  50  N.  W.  400  (obstruc- 
tion of  highway)  ;  Paducah,  T.  &  A.  R.  Co. 
V.  Com.  17  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1161,  33  S.  W.  822, 
34  8.  W.  1068  (violation  of  statute  requir- 
ing maintenance  of  water  closets  at  sta- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


tions)  ;  State  v.  Vermont  C.  R.  Co.  30  Vt. 
108  (obstruction  of  highway  with  trains 
so  as  to  constitute  public  nuisance). 

It  is  said  in  State  v.  Wabash  R.  (jo.  supra, 
that  it  seems  so  clear  as  not  to  require  dis- 
cussion that  as  a  corporation  can  do  no  act 
while  a  receiver  is  in  full  control,  it  can 
therefore  commit  no  offense. 

It  was  said  in  Metropolitan  Bank  ▼. 
Pooley,  L.  R.  10  App.  Cas.  218,  that  a  cor- 
poration in  liquidation  would  not  be  liable 
for  a  criminal  act  of  maintenance  commit- 
ted by  the  liquidating  agent,  as  the  corpo- 
ration was  distinct  from  the  individual 
liquidator  and  was  therefore  incapable  of 
committing  an  offense. 

As  the  receiver  of  a  railway  company  is 
not  an  officer,  agent,  or  employee  of  the 
company,  within  a  statute  imposing  upon  it 
a  penalty  for  a  violation  by  such  jjersons, 
it  was  held  in  Missouri,  K.  &  T.  R.  Co.  y. 
Stoner,  5  Tex.  Civ.  App.  50,  23  S.  W.  1020, 
that  tiie  company  would  not  be  liable  for 
its  violation  while  the  road  was  being  op- 
erated by  the  receiver. 
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▼.  Johnson,  50  N.  C.  (5  Jones  L.)  221;  State 
T.  McNeill,  93  N.  C.  652;  State  v.  Lee,  114 
N.  C.  844,  19  8.  E.  375.  The  defendant  en- 
tered a  special  appearance,  and  objected  to 
being  tried  on  the  new  bill,  on  the  alleged 
ground  that  no  notice  had  been  issued  and 
served  upon  it,  and  for  that  reason  it  was 
not  properly  before  the  court;  but  it  ap- 
pears from  the  record  that  a  notice  was 
issued,  both  against  the  corporation  and  the 
receivers.  This  was  the  proper  way  to 
bring  the  corporation  into  court  to  answer 
the  indictment.  State  v.  Western  North 
Carolina  R.  Co.  89  N.  C.  684.  It  does  not 
appear  clearly  in  the  record  that  this 
notice  was  served  upon  any  agent  of  the 
corporation,  as  such,  but  only  upon  the 
agent  of  the  receivers;  but  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  us  to  discuss  whether  the  c9rpora- 
tion  was  properly  brought  into  court,  as  it 
is  our  opinion  that  it  was  not,  under  the 
fact?  and  circumstances  of  this  case,  liable 
to  be  indicted  for  the  alleged  nuisance. 
This  court  has  held  that  service  on  the  re- 
ceivers of  a  corporation  in  a  civil  suit  is 
service  against  the  corporation  itself. 
Farris  v.  Richmond  &.  D.  R.  Co.  115  N.  C. 
600,  20  S.  E.  107.  Whether,  if  the  corpora- 
tion had  been  liable  to  an  indictment  for 
the  nuisance,  this  was  a  sufficient  service 
to  bring  them  into  court  for  the  purpose  of 
answering  or  pleading  to  the  indictment  is 
a  question  not  necessarily  before  us.  The 
court  overruled  the  motion  of  the  railway 
company  to  quash  the  bill,  for  the  reason 
just  assigned,  and  the  defendant  excepted. 
The  state  introduced  evidence  tending  to 
establish  the  nuisance.  The  defendants  of- 
fered no  testimony.  The  receivers,  Kerr  and 
Woolcott,  moved  the  court  to  quash  the  in- 
dictment as  to  them,  which  motion  was  al- 
'  lowed.  The  attorney  general  admitted  in 
this  court,  orally  and  also  in  his  able  and 
learned  brief,  that  the  court  erred  in  dis- 
charging the  receivers,  and  wittily  remarked 
that  "the  court  had  the  sow  by  both  ears, 
and  needlessly  turned  loose  one.  Had  the 
court  turned  loose  the  wrong  one?"  This, 
he  says  is  the  point  raised  by  the  several 
motions  and  exceptions  of  the  railway  com- 
pany. The  attorney  general  then  admits 
that  the  authorities  are  against  the  state 
upon  this  question.  In  Bishop's  New  Crim- 
inal Law  (a  vork  of  great  merit)  vol.  1,  at 
page  257,  SS  421,  422,  it  is  said:  "If  the 
affairs  of  a  railway  corporation  are  under 
the  sole  management  of  a  receiver,  over 
whose  acts  it  has  no  control,  it  is  not  lia- 
ble to  a  criminal  prosecution  for  the  nui- 
sance of  obstructing  a  highway,  by  slop- 
ing thereon  its  trains,  because,  said  Bennett, 
J.,  'no  man  or  corporation  should  be  made 
criminally  responsible  for  acts  which  he 
has  no  power  to  prevent.' "  [State  v.  Ver- 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


mont  C.  R.  Co.  30  Vt.  110.]  It  is  stated  in 
24  Am.  &  Eng.  En«.  Law,  at  page  12,  that 
where  a  corporation  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
receiver,  who  has  full  possession  of  its 
property  and  entire  charge  of  its  affairs,  the 
corporation  cannot  be  prosecuted  for  crimes 
and  misdemeanors  committed  by  the  agents 
or  servants  of  the  receiver.  See  also  Pa- 
ducah,  T.  &  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Com.  17  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  1161,  33  S.  W.  822,  34  S.  W.  1008; 
State  V.  Minneapolis  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  88 
Iowa,  689,  66  N.  W.  400;  State  v.  Wabash 
R.  Co.  115  Ind.  466,  1  L.R.A.  179,  17  N.  E. 
909;  State  v.  Vermont  C.  R.  Co.  30  Vt.  108. 
In  all  of  the  cases  just  cited  it  is  held 
that  a  corporation  cannot  be  convicted  for 
crimes  committed  by  the  agents  and  em- 
ployees of  its  receivers;  and  the  decisions 
are  based  upon  the  ground  that,  as  a  cor- 
poration can  do  no  act  which  will  be  an 
interference  with  the  operation  of  the  road, 
or  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  com- 
mitted to  the  receivers,  while  they  are  in 
full  control,  it  consequently  can  commit  no 
criminal  offense  through  those  who  act  only 
for  the  receivers.  We  think  it  would  bo 
manifestly  unjust,  and  contrary  to  every 
elementary  and  settled  principle  of  the 
criminal  law,  to  hold  a  natural  person  or  a 
corporation  liable  for  an  act  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  the  state  where  it  is 
committed,  is  criminal,  when  the  corpora- 
tion or  individual  did  not  have  the  power 
to  commit  the  act,  and  which  act  was  com- 
mitted by  receivers  who,  by  the  appoint- 
ment and  authority  of  the  court,  had  tem- 
porary charge  of  the  assets  of  the  individual 
or  corporation  when  the  act  was  committed. 
It  would  shock  every  man's  sense  of  justice 
to  lay  down  such  a  principle,  and  it  would 
make  the  innocent  suffer  for  the  wrongdoing 
of  others  over  whom  they  had  no  power  or 
control.  The  alleged  nuisance  was  com- 
mitted, if  at  all,  in  the  operation  of  the  rail- 
way company  by  the  receivers,  who  were 
appointed  by  the  Federal  court,  and  the 
corporation  had  no  right,  through  its  offi- 
cers or  agents,  to  interfere  with  the  re- 
ceivers in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
Any  such  interference  would  have  been  a 
contempt  of  the  court  which  appointed  the 
receivers,  and  subjected  the  corporation  to 
a  fine.    Clark,  Priv.  Corp.  1897,  ed.  p.  200. 

It  is  very  true  that  a  corporation  may  be 
liable  criminally  for  unlawful  acts  commit- 
ted by  its  agents.  Mr.  Clark,  at  pages  199 
and  200  of  his  learned  treatise,  which  we 
have  just  cited,  says:  "We  have  seen  that 
a  corporation  may  be  held  liable  in  tort 
for  malicious  wrongs,  such  as  libel  and  ma- 
licious prosecution,  and  for  fraud,  the 
malice  or  evil  intent  of  its  agent  being  im- 
puted to  it,  and  that  it  may  also  be  held 
liable  in  a  civil  action  for  assault  and  bat- 
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tery,  and  that  exemplary  or  punitive  dam- 
ages may  be  recovered  in  proper  cases. 
There  is  a  strong  tendency  in  some  juris- 
dictions to  extend  this  doctrine  so  as  to 
include  criminal  prosecutions.  Dr.  Wharton 
says  that  there  is  no  good  reason  why  the 
same  acta  for  which  corporations  are  sub- 
ject to  civil  suit  may  not  equally  be  the 
ba«is  of  criminal  proceedings,  when  they 
result  in  injury  to  the  public  at  large.  And 
it  hns  been  said  in  a  late  New  Jersey  case, 
after  adverting  to  the  fact  that  a  corpora- 
tion is  civilly  liable  for  malicious  wrongs: 
'It  is  diflicult,  therefore,  to  see  how  a  cor- 
poration may  be  amenable  to  civil  suit  for 
libel  and  malicious  prosecution  and  private 
nuisance,  and  be  mulcted  in  exemplary  dam- 
ages, and  at  the  same  time  not  be  indictable 
for  like  offenses  where  the  injury  falls  upon 
the  public:  That  malice  and  evil  intent 
may  be  imputed  to  corporations  has  been 
repeatedly  adjudged.'  There  are  no  cases 
thus  far  in  which  a  corporation  has  been 
held  liable  criminally  for  malicious  wrongs, 
or  for  wrongs  involving  a  specific  evil  in- 
tent, or  for  wrongs  involving  the  element  of 
personal  violence.  On  the  contrary,  actual 
authority,  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  against  any 
such  doctrine.  A  corporation  may  be  guilty 
of  a  contempt  of  court  by  reason  of  acts  or 
omissions  of  its  oflicers,  as  where  they  vio- 
late an  injunction.  And  in  such  a  case  it 
is  well  settled  that  the  court  has  the  same 
power  to  punish  it  by  a  fine  as  it  would 
have  in  the  case  of  a  natural  person."  See 
also  1  Wharton,  Crim.  Law  S  87;  State  v. 
Passaic  County  Agri.  Soc.  64  N.  J.  L.  200,  23 
Atl.  680;  Clark,  Crim.  Law,  p.  79;  Orr  v. 
Hank  of  United  States,  1  Ohio,  36,  13  Am. 
Dee.  588;  Com.  v.  New  Bedford  Bridge,  2 
Oray,  339;  New  York  v.  New  York  &,  8.  L 
Ferry  Co.  64  N.  Y.  C24;  United  States  ex 
rcl.  Southern  Exp.  Co.  v.  Memphis  &  L.  R. 
R.  Co.  (C.  C.)  6  Fed.  237.  Other  authorities 
will  be  found  cited  in  Clark  on  Corporations 
at  pages  199  and  200. 

However  this  may  be,  the  law  will  not 
punish  a  man,  or  hold  him  to  answer  an  in- 
dictment, for  an  act  which  he  did  not  and 
could  not  himself  commit,  or  in  the  commis- 
sion of  which  he  did  not  participate.  When- 
ever property  has  been  seized  by  an  ofHcer 
of  the  court  by  virtue  of  its  process,  it  is 
to  be  considered  as  in  the  custody  of  the 
court,  and  under  its  control  for  the  time 
being,  and  this  principle  applies  to  property 
which  has  been  taken  into  possession  by  re- 
ceivers who  are  considered  as  acting  for 
the  court,  and  also,  in  a  certain  sense  and 
in  civil  cases,  in  behalf  of  the  corporation. 
A  receiver  is  a  ministerial  officer  of  a  court 
of  chancery,  appointed  as  an  indilTerent  per- 
son between  the  parties  to  a  suit  merely  to 
take  possession  of  and  preserve,  pendente 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


lite,  the  fund  or  property  in  litigation,  vhtii 
it  does  not  seem  equitable  to  the  court  tint 
either  of  the  litigants  should  have  poswa- 
sion  of  it.  He  holds  the  property  for  tbe 
benefit  of  all  the  parties  interested.  His 
title  and  possession  is  that  of  the  court, 
and  any  attempt  to  disturb  his  possession 
or  to  interfere  with  him  when  he  is  acting 
under  the  authority  and  orders  of  the  court 
is  contempt,  and  punishable  acci'jrdingly.  % 
Purdy's  Beach,  Priv.  Corp.  (1905)  §  1195. 

Our  opinion  is  that  the  receivers  were  in- 
dictable, at  least  individually,  for  having 
committed  the  nuisance,  but  that  the  de- 
fendant railway  company  was  not  so  in- 
dictable. The  judge  charged  the  juiy  tbit 
if  they  were  satisfied,  beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt,  from  the  evidence,  that  since  the 
defendant  railway  company  had  been  placed 
in  the  hands  of  receivers  by  the  Federtl 
court,  the  receivers  had,  by  their  servants 
or  agents,  operated  the  same  and  wilfully 
allowed  their  cars  to  remain  in  the  public 
road  for  one  or  two  hours  at  a  time,  and 
thereby  obstructed  it,  and  that  said  ob- 
struction was  not  necessary  to  the  proper 
management  of  the  road,  they  should  return 
a  verdict  of  guilty  against  the  railway  com- 
pany, to  which  charge  the  defendant  rail- 
way company  excepted,  and  assigned  the 
said  instruction  as  error.  It  is  our  opinion 
that  in  the  charge  as  given  to  the  jury  the 
law  was  not  properly  explained  to  them,  and 
the  court  committed  error  in  holding  that 
the  railway  company,  in  any  view  of  the  evi- 
dence, was  criminally  liable  under  the  in- 
dictment returned  by  the  grand  jury.  This 
error  entitles  the  said  defendant  to  another 
jury;  but,  in  view  of  what  we  have  said, 
we  presume  that  the  solicitor  will  not  pro- 
ceed further  in  the  case  as  against  the 
railway  company. 

New  trial. 

Brown,  J.,  did  not  sit  in  hearing  of  tbii 
case,  not  being  present. 


MAKTIiAND  COURT  OF  APPE.\I<S. 

BALTIMORE  ft  OHIO  RAILROAD  COM- 
PANY, Appt, 

V. 

BENJAMIN  M.  DEVER. 

(—  Hd.  — ,  76  Atl.  352.) 

Carrier  —  cattle  —  oontaglons  disease— 
liability. 

1.  A  carrier  is  not  liable  for  injury  to 


Ifote,  ^  ZitaMlitfi  of  carrier  for  <lamag« 
to  or  loss  of  live  stock  bg  contagioiu 
disease  contracted  during  transit. 

The  cases  upon  this  question  seem  to  bs 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1910. 


BALTIMORE  A  0.  R.  CO.  r.  DEVER. 


713 


cattle  by  contagious  disease  which  makes 
its  appearance  after  the  lapse  of  the  re- 
quired number  of  days  after  their  delivery 
at  destination,  in  the  absence  of  negligence 
on  its  part. 

Trial  ^  Jary  ^  negligence  In  handling 
Infected  cattle. 

2.  The  question  of  tlie  negligence  of  a 
carrier  in  separating  the  pens  for  suscepti- 
ble cattle  from  those  infected  with  Texas 
fever  ticks,  by  a  dead  alley  10  feet  wide, 
without  maintaining  a  tight  partition  be- 
tween them,  is  for  the  jury,  where  there  is 
evidence  tending  to  show  that  the  tick 
might  travel  across  this  space. 
Evidence  —  deposition  ^  cross-exami- 
nation. 

3.  'I  lie  cross-examination  in  depositions 
on  subjects  excluded  in  chief  is  not  admis- 
sible in  evidence. 

Same  ^  hypotlict'cal   qnesttlon  —  form. 

4.  A  Hypothetical  question  to  an  expert 
witness  is  erroneous  which  assumes  facts 
contrary  to  the  evidence,  or  which  omits 
material  facts  in  evidence. 

Same  —  mistakes  —  liability  for  Infect- 
ing cattle. 

5.  Evidence  of  mistakes  of  government  in- 
spectors  as  to  the   presence  of  fever  ticks 


on  cattle  a  year  after  injury  occurred  to  a 
particular  lot  by  that  means  is  not  admis- 
sible in  evidence  upon  the  question  as  to 
whether  or  not  such  cattle  were  infected 
by  the  negligence  of  the  carrier  having 
them  in  custody  for  transportation. 

(.January  13,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Hartford  Cojin- 
ty  in  plaintilTs  favor  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  damages  for  injuries  to  plaiiititT's 
cattle  alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  de- 
fendant's negligence  while  in  its  possession 
for  transportation.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Stevenson  A.  Williams  and 
Fred  R.  Williams,  for  appellant: 

The  plaintiff  was  bound  to  prove  either 
that  his  cattle  were  placed  in  the  pens,  or 
that  infected  cattle  had  been  placed  in 
Dever's  pens,  or  that  Dever's  cattle  and  in- 
fected cattle  were  commingled  or  came  ia 
contact  with  one  another  in  the  pens,  alleys, 
or  chutes,  or  that  Texas  ticks  were,  in  fact, 
carried  through  the  fence  and  across  th» 
dead  alley  into  Dever's  pens. 


in  harmony  in  holding  that  a  carrier  is  lia- 
ble for  damages  where  stock  transported  by 
it  becomes  infected  with  a  contagious  dis- 
ease due  to  its  fault. 

Thus,  it  has  been  held  that  the  communi- 
cation by  infected  cars  of  what  is  known  as 
Texas  fever,  to  cattle  transported  in  them, 
renders  a  railroad  company  liable  for  the 
resulting  damages.  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  t. 
Harris,  184  111.  57,  48  L.R.A.  175,  50  N.  E. 
31 C. 

The  liability  of  a  railroad  company  in 
negligently  furnishing,  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  live  stock,  an  infected  car,  is  recog- 
nized also  in  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  v. 
Henderson,  67  Ark.  402,  21  S.  W.  878,  al- 
though a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  in  that  ac- 
tion was  reversed  because  of  insufficient  evi- 
dence. 

A  carrier  is  liable  for  damages  resulting 
from  the  exposure  of  cattle  to  contagious 
disease,  because  of  its  failure  to  exercise  or- 
dinary and  reasonable  care  in  selecting  a 
place  for  keeping  such  cattle  upon  arrival 
at  their  destination,  where  the  carrier  knew, 
or  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care  should 
have  known,  that  the  place  selected  was  in- 
fpcted  with  a  cattle  disease.  Dorr  Cattle  Co. 
y..  Chicago  G.  W.  R.  Co.  128  Iowa,  359,  103 
N.  W.  1003. 

In  Larimore  t.  Chicago  t  A.  R.  Co.  05 
Mo.  App.  107,  a  common  carrier  which  had 
received  hogs  for  transportation  to  a  point 
lieyond  its  own  lines,  and,  at  the  end  of  its 
line,  had  placed  the  animals  in  pens  upon 
the  refusal  of  the  connecting  carrier  to  re- 
ceive them,  was  held  liable  as  warehouseman 
or  forwarding  agent,  for  failure  to  exercise 
ordinary  or  reasonable  care  in  placing  the 
hogs  in  pens  infected  with  a  disease  which 
tbejr  contracted. 
S6  L.R-&.(N.S.) 


And  so  in  International  &  G.  N.  R.  Co.  t. 
McCullough  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  118  S.  W.  658, 
a  carrier  was  held  liable  for  the  loss  of 
cattle  which  had  contracted  Texas  fever  by 
being  placed  in  infected  pens  upon  its  fail- 
ure to  deliver  them  in  time  to  a  connecting 
carrier. 

The  liability  of  a  carrier  for  negligence  in 
furnishing  infected  pens  for  the  reception  of 
cattle  previous  to  shipment  is  impliedly  rec- 
ognized also  in  Texas  t  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Beal, 
43  Tex.  Civ.  App.  588,  97  S.  W.  329,  but  no 
such  ground  of  recovery  was  alleged. 

In  Council  v.  St.  Louis  &,  S.  F.  R.  Co.  123 
Mo.  App.  432,  100  S.  W.  57,  a  carrier  was 
held  liable  for  its  wrongful  act  in  knowing- 
ly, and  against  the  protest  of  the  shipper  of 
certain  hogs,  exposing  them  to  a  virulent 
disease  during  transportation,  from  which  a 
number  of  them  died.  It  appeared  in  this 
case  that  the  hogs  were  intended  for  exhibi- 
tion purposes  in  a  certain  part  of  the  Kan- 
sas City  Stock  yards,  and  that,  in  the  course 
of  transportation,  the  car  containing  the 
animals  was  unnecessarily  taken  into  a  sec- 
tion of  the  yards  where,  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  defendant,  hog  cliolera  had  been  preva- 
lent; that  the  shipper  knew  of  the  presence- 
of  the  disease  in  this  part  of  the  yards,  and 
objected  to  the  exposure  of  his  stock,  but 
that  his  protest  was  not  heeded,  and  that, 
both  in  delivering  the  hogs  to  the  show  pa- 
vilion and  in  beginning  the  return  jour- 
ney, they  were,  for  convenience  in  switch- 
ing, taken  into  the  infected  district.  Th» 
point  was  also  made  by  the  defendant  car- 
rier that  the  plaintiff,  knowing  of  the  pres- 
ence of  the  cholera,  assumed  the  risk  of  hav- 
ing his  hogs  exposed  to  the  disease,  but  on 
this  point  the  court  said:  "Plaintiff  di<l 
not  ship  his  hogs  to  the  commercial  depart- 
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Eshleman  t.  Union  Stock  Yards  Co.  222 
Pa.  28,  70  Atl.  899,  15  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
998;  Strasburger  v.  Voge\,  103  Md.  93,  63 
Atl.  202;  Baltimore  Belt  R.  Co.  v.  Sattler, 
100  Md.  332,  59  Atl.  654,  3  A.  &.  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  660;  State  use  of  Egner  t.  United  R. 
&  Electric  Co.  98  Md.  400,  56  Atl.  789. 

The  fact  that  subsequently  the  board 
fence  between  the  quarantine  pens  and  the 
dead  alley  at  l^elpre  was  made  tight  cannot 
be  construed  as  an  admission  of  prior  neg- 
ligence. 

Columbia  &  P.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Hawthorne, 
144  U.  S.  205,  36  L.  ed.  406,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
591;  Ziehm  v.  United  Electric  Light  &  P. 
Co.  104  Md.  61,  64  Atl.  61. 

It  was  error  to  permit  the  plaintiff  to 
read  the  cross  deposition  of  Day,  which 
referred  to  evidence  in  chief  of  Day,  which 
bad  been  excluded,  after  the  defendant  de- 
clined to  read  such  cross  deposition. 

3  Wigmore,  Ev.  §  1893 ;  ■Callison  v.  Smith, 
20  Kan.  28;  Wise  v.  Ackerman,  76  Md.  390, 
26  Atl.  424. 

Messrs.  John  S.  Tonng  and  Harry  S. 
Carver,  for  appellee: 

In  an  action  at  law,  one  party  has  a 
right  to  use  the  testimony  taken  under  a 
foreign  commission  by  the  other  party. 

Little  V.  Edwards,  69  Md.  499,  16  Atl. 
134;  Poe,  Pr.  3d  ed.  §  219. 

Independently  of  statutory  provisions,  a 
carrier  is  liable  for  loss  or  damage  to  cattle 
intrusted  to  it  for  transportation,  where  the 
loss  or.  damage  is  caused  by  their  being  ex- 
posed to  infection  through  the  carrier's  neg- 
ligent conduct  in  placing  them  with  dis- 
eased cattle,  or  in  pens  or  cars  where  such 
cattle  have  been   staying. 

Larimore  t.  Chicago  &  A.  R.  CO.  65  Mo. 
App.  167;  5  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  168, 
note  2,  pp.  443,  466,  467 ;  6  Cyc.  Law  t  Proc. 
p.  371;  Grimes  v.  Eddy,  120  Mo.  168,  20 
L.R.A.  638,  47  Am.  St.  Rep.  653,  28  S.  W. 
756. 


Boyd,   Ch.  J.,  delivered  fbe  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  appellee  recovered  a  judgment  against 
the.  appellant  for  damages  sustained  by  bim 
by  reason  of  the  alleged  negligence  of  the 
appellant  in  the  transportation  of  cattle, 
which  resulted  in  the  cattle  contracting  a 
disease  known  as  the  "Texas"  fever.  There 
are  four  counts  in  the  declaration,  which 
are  before  us;  demurrers  to  two  others  hav- 
ing been  sustained.  The  first  alleges  that 
the  plaintiff,  on  August  23,  1906,  placed  in 
charge  of  the  defendant  seventy-five  head 
of  western  steers,  in  good  health  and  con- 
dition and  free  from  disease,  at  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  for  shipment  to  Hartford 
county,  Alaryland,  which  the  defendant  un- 
dertook to  carry  safely  and  carefully;  that 
said  steers  reached  Parkersburg,  West  Vir- 
ginia, on  or  about  the  27th  of  August,  when 
they  were  unloaded  and  fed  by  the  defend- 
ant in  its  yards  and  pens,  and  were  then 
reloaded  on  the  cars  of  the  defendant  at 
Parkersburg;  that  when  they  were  unload- 
ed at  Parkersburg  to  be  fed  by  the  defend- 
ant, as  it  was  its  duty  to  do,  the  defendant 
carelessly  and  negligently  failed  to  take 
the  proper  care  and  precaution  in  the  pens 
and  yards  aforesaid,  in  feeding  and  caring 
for  said  steers,  in  order  to  protect  them 
from  disease  and  sickness,  as  it  was  re- 
quired to  do,  and,  in  consequence  thereof, 
they  contracted  a  fever  known  as  the  ''tick" 
or  "Texas"  fever,  while  in  the  Parkersburg 
yards  or  pens  of  the  defendant.  It  is  then 
alleged  that,  by  reason  of  the  fever  so  con- 
tracted by  and  through  the  carelessness  and 
negligence  of  the  defendant,  a  large  numlier 
of  the  steers  died  after  they  reached  their 
destination,  in  Hartford  county,  the  plaintiff 
was  put  to  great  expense  and  labor  in  car- 
ing for  others  affected  with  the  disease,  and 
was  injured  in  his  business  as  a  cattle 
dealer;  that  the  injury  complained  of  was 
not  due  to  any  fault  or  want  of  care  on 


ment  of  the  stock  yards,  but  to  the  show 
pavilion.  Under  his  evidence,  there  was  no 
necessity  for  diverting  the  car  into  the  in- 
fected zone,  and  therefore  he  was  not  re- 
quired to  anticipate  that  defendant,  know- 
ingly and  in  face  of  his  protest,  would  de- 
liberately take  the  car  into  the  sphere  of 
danger.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  the  right 
to  expect  that  defendant  would  exercise  the 
degree  of  care  exacted  by  law  of  common 
carriers  in  the  transportation  of  property, 
to  employ  all  reasonable  means  to  protect 
it  against  injury  from  known  dangers." 

In  Tattcrsall  v.  National  S.  S.  Co.  L.  R. 
12  Q.  6.  Div.  297,  the  defendant  was  held 
liable  for  the  loss  of  certain  cattle  due  to 
their  contracting  the  foot  and  mouth  dis- 
ease on  the  defendant's  steamer,  it  appear- 
ing that  on  the  previous  voyage  the  steamer 
hiid  carried  cattle  affected  with  that  disease, 
and  that  it  had  not  been  properly  cleansed 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


and  disinfected  before  receiving  plaintiff's 
cattle.  The  terms  of  a  bill  of  lading  pro- 
viding that,  "these  animals  being  in  sole 
charge  of  shipper's  servants,  it  is  hereby 
expressly  agreed  that  the  National  Steam- 
ship Company  Limited  or  its  agents  or 
servants  are,  as  respects  these  animals,  in 
no  way  responsible  for  either  their  escape 
from  the  steamer  or  for  accidents,  disease, 
or  mortality,  and  that  under  no  circumstan- 
ces shall  they  be  held  liable  for  more  than 
fS  for  each  of  the  animals,  .  .  ."  were 
held  not  to  affect  the  liability  of  the  de- 
fendant for  the  loss  in  question,  due  to 
failure  to  provide  a  ship  originally  fit  for 
their  reception. 

For  scienter  as  a  condition  of  liability  for 
spreading  contagious  disease  amon?  ani- 
mals, see  case  note  to  North  v.  Woodluid,  6 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  922. 
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the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  but  was  due  and 
owing  to  the  carelessness  and  negligence  of 
the  defendant  by  and  through  its  wrongful 
and  negligent  acts  aforesaid.  The  second 
count  alleges  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
defendant  to  provide  clean  cars  for  trans- 
portation of  said  steers,  and  clean  pens  and 
yards  in  which  to  feed  them  en  route  from 
Kansas  City  to  their  destination,  in  Hartford 
county,  but  the  defendant  negligently  and 
carelessly  permitted  its  cars  in  which  the 
steers  were  shipped,  and  its  yard  and  pens 
in  which  they  were  fed,  to  become  dirty,  and 
charged  and  infected  with  germs  of  disease. 
This  count  differs  from  the  first  mainly  in 
including  the  cars  as  well  aa  yards  and  pens, 
and  in  not  naming  any  particular  yard  and 
pens  and  in  not  naming  the  disease.  The 
third  and  fourth  counts  were  for  thirty 
head  of  western  steers  shipped  from  East 
St.  Louis  to  Hartford  county ;  the  third  being 
in  other  respects  substantially  as  the  first, 
and  the  fourt!i  substantially  as  the  second. 
Demurrers  to  these  counts  were  OTerruled, 
but  we  do  not  find  any  reversible  error  in 
those  rulings,  as  in  our  judgment  the  alle- 
gations are  sufficiently  definite.  The  only 
(ground  for  complaint  we  observe  is  the 
claim  for  damages  to  the  plaintiff's  busi- 
ness; but,  as  that  was  eliminated  by  the 
thirteenth  prayer  as  modified,  no  injury  was 
done  the  appellant  by  overruling  the  demur- 
rers. The  defendant  filed  a  general  issue 
plea  and  three  special  pleas.  The  second 
alleges  that  the  claims  of  the  pliintiff  set 
up  in  the  declaration  are  based  on  an  act 
of  Congress  approved  February  2,  1903 
(Act  Feb.  2,  1903,  chap.  349,  32  Stat, 
at  L.  701  [U.  S.  Comp.  Stat,  Supp. 
1909,  p.  1183]),  and  ujion  certain  reg- 
ulations adopted  and  promulgated  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  on  March  13, 
1903,  pursuant  to  the  authority  conferred 
upon  him  by  said  act  of  Congress.  It 
is  then  alleged  that  the  act  of  Congress  and 
regulations  adopted  by  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  are  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  in 
excess  of  the  powers  of  Congress  and 
of  the  Secretary  under  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  third  refers  to  an  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  3,  1905  (Act  March 
3,  1905,  chap.  1496,  33  Stat,  at  L.  1264  [U. 
S.  Comp.  Stat.  Supp.  1909,  p.  1185]),  and 
regulations  made  and  promulgated  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  under  that  act,  and 
alleges  that  they  were  unconstitutional.  The 
fourth  avers  that  the  plaintiff  relies  on  those 
two  acts  of  Congress  and  the  rules  and  reg- 
ulations made  and  promulgated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture,  and  alleges  that  the 
acts  of  Congress  do  not  authorize,  permit, 
or  sanction  a  right  of  action  for  damages; 
bnt.  on  the  contrary,  provide  that  the  par- 
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ties  violating  them  shall  be  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor, and  on  conviction  be  punished  as 
set  forth  in  the  plea.  The  plaintiff  de- 
murred to  the  second,  third,  and  fourth 
pleas,  and  the  demurrers  were  sustained. 
We  think  they  were  properly  sustained,  in- 
asmuch as  the  declaration  shows  that  the 
action  was  based  on  the  common-law  rights 
and  liabilities  of  the  parties,  and  not  upon 
the  acts  of  Congress,  or  upon  the  rules  and 
regulations  made  by  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture. Seven  bills  of  exception  in  refer- 
ence to  rulings  on  evidence  are  in  the  record, 
and  the  eighth  embraces  the  rulings  on  the 
prayers.  The  plaintiff  offered  eleven  prayers, 
but  all  were  refused  excepting  the  tenth, 
which  refers  to  the  measure  of  damages. 
The  defendant  offered  thirteen.  The  first, 
second,  third,  fourth,  and  twelfth  were  re- 
jected, and  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth, 
ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  were  granted  as 
offered,  and  the  thirteenth  was  granted  as 
modified.  The  defendant  excepted  to  the 
granting  of  the  plaintiff's  tenth  prayer  and 
to  the  refusal  of  its  first,  second,  third, 
fourth,  and  thirteenth  prayers;  the  twelfth 
not  being  included  in  the  bill  of  exceptions. 
It  will  be  well  to  first  consider  the  extent 
of  the  common-law  liability  of  a  carrier,  if 
any,  for  such  injuries  as  are  complained  of 
in  this  case.  In  this  state  it  is  settled  that 
"in  the  absence  of  an  express  contract,  the 
common-law  duty  and  liability  of  a  com- 
mon carrier  for  the  safe  carriage  and  due 
delivery  of  live  animals  are  the  same  as 
that  for  the  carriage  and  delivery  of  other 
property;  the  liability  in  all  cases  being 
qualified  by  the  nature  and  inherent  ten- 
dencies of  the  thing  carried.  In  undertaking 
the  carriage  of  live  stock,  therefore,  the 
carrier  assumes  the  obligation  to  deliver 
safely  and  within  a  reasonable  time,  having 
due  respect  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
case."  Philadelphia,'  W.  &  B.  R.  Co.  v. 
Lehman,  56  Md.  231,  40  Am.  Rep.  415 ;  Bal- 
timore &  0.  R.  Co.  V.  Whitehill,  104  Md. 
304,  64  Atl.  1033.  In  Merchants'  &  Miners' 
Transp.  Co.  v.  Eichberg,  109  Md.  227,  130 
Am.  St.  Rep.  524,  71  Atl.  994,  it  was  said, 
in  considering  the  validity  of  a  contract 
with  reference  to  the  burden  of  proof  of 
negligence,  that  "in  the  absence  of  contract, 
the  law  makes  the  carrier  an  insurer,  and, 
as  the  goods  it  carries  may  be  injured  or 
destroyed  by  many  causes  not  due  to  its  own 
negligence  or  want  of  care,  the  carrier  is 
as  much  entitled  to  be  paid  a  premium  for 
its  insurance  of  their  safe  delivery  at  the 
place  of  destination  as  for  the  labor  and 
expense  of  conveying  them  there."  In  Bal- 
timore k  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Green,  25  Md.  89,  and 
United  Fruit  Co.  v.  New  York  &  B.  Transp. 
Co.  104  Md.  567,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  240,  65  Atl. 
415,  10  A.  St,  E.  Ann.  Cas.  437,  common  car- 
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riers  are  also  spoken  of  as  insurers.  Some 
of  the  cases  the  appellant  cites  we  do  not 
deem  applicable  to  this  case,  such  as  West- 
em  Maryland  R.  Co.  v.  State,  95  Md.  649, 
63  Atl.  969,  and  Western  Maryland  R.  Cp. 
V.  Landis,  95  Md.  750,  53  Atl.  970,  and  it  is 
not  necessary  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
them.  They  involved  wholly  different  ques- 
tions, the  former  being  for  the  death  of  a 
passenger,  and  in  the  latter  the  liability  de- 
pended upon  whether  the  injury  occurred 
upon  the  defendant's  road  or  upon  a  con- 
necting line.  In  6  Cyc.  I^w  &  Proc.  p.  381, 
it  is  said:  "Where  the  destruction  of  or  in- 
jury to  tiie  goods  is  due  to  their  inherent 
nature  and  qualities,  or  defects  therein,  the 
carrier  is  not  liable  if  his  own  negligence  did 
not  occasion  or  contribute  to  the  injury. 
And  perhaps  it  may  be  stated  as  a  general 
proposition  that  the  carrier  is  not  liable  for 
loss  happening  from  the  operation  of  nat- 
ural causes.  In  general,  as  already  stated, 
a  common  carrier  of  live  stock  is  subject  to 
the  same  rule  of  liability  as  a  common  car- 
rier of  other  goods  or  property,  but,  if  there 
is  loss  or  injury  due  to  the  peculiar  natui-e 
and  propensities  of  the  animals,  then,  under 
the  principle  stated  in  the  preceding  para- 
graph, the  carrier  is  excused,  unless  the 
loss  or  injury  could  have  been  prevented  by 
the  exercise  of  reasonable  foresight,  vigi- 
lance, and  care  on  the  part  of  the  carrier." 
Is,  then,  the  liability  of  a  carrier  of  live 
stock  to  be  carried  to  the  extent  of  holding 
the  carrier  responsible  as  an  insurer  from 
death  or  injury  to  cattle  as  the  result  of  a 
disease  such  as  this,  or  shall  the  shipper  be 
required  to  prove  negligence  on  viie  part  of 
the  carrier?  We  have  found  no  such  case 
which  has  gone  so  far  as  to  hold  the  carrier 
liable  without  evidence  of  negligence,  and 
it  would  seem  to  be  an  unwarrantea  applica- 
tion of  the  general  common-law  rule  to  hold 
a  carrier  responsible  for  injuries  resulting 
from  Texas  fever,  merely  because  the  cat- 
tle had  been  carried  by  it.  In  5  Am.  &  Eng. 
Knc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  466,  we  And  this  state- 
ment: "Independently  of  statutory  provi- 
sions, a  carrier  is  liable  for  the  loss  of  or 
damage  to  cattle  intrusted  to  it  for  trans- 
portation, where  the  loss  or  damage  is 
caused  by  their  being  exposed  to  infection 
through  the  carrier's  negligent  conduct  in 
placing  them  with  diseased  cattle,  or  in 
pens  or  cars  where  such  cattle  have  been 
staying."  Another  rule  is  thus  stated  on 
page  446  of  that  volume:  "The  liability  of 
the  carrier  is  not  confined  to  losses  occurring 
during  the  time  the  stock  are  actually  in  its 
possession.  If  the  cause  of  a  loss  occurring 
after  their  delivery  to  the  owner  is  a  cause 
which  began  to  operate  white  they  were 
in  the  carrier's  possession,  and  is  a  cause 
for  which  it  is  responsible,  it  will  be  liable 
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without  regard  to  the  time  wlien  t\e  effecti 
aeveloped.  But  in  such  cases  the  burden  a 
on  the  owner  to  show  clearly  that  the  losj 
was  due  to  a  cause  for  which  the  carrier  a 
responsible."  A  carrier  cannot  be  held  litlile 
merely  because  some  cattle  carried  bv  it 
die  or  are  sick  fourteen  or  fifteen  days  after 
they  are  delivered,  as  a  result  of  Texu 
fever  or  any  other  disease,  without  showing 
that  the  carrier  was  responsible  for  their 
contracting  the  disease,  and  responsibility 
could  not  properly  attach  to  it  in  a  etw 
of  this  kind  unless  it  was  negligent,  or  bad 
failed  in  some  duty  it  owed  the  shipper. 
Any  other  principle  would  make  the  carrier 
an  insurer  of  the  lives  and  health  of  the 
cattle,  as  well  as  having  its  ordmary  dat; 
to  safely  deliver  them  at  the  point  of  desti- 
nation. 

In  this  case  the  plaintiff  relied  in  his  narr. 
on  the  negligence  and  carelessness  of  the  de- 
fendant, and  the  court  below  adopted  the 
view  we  liave  indicated  as  the  proper  me 
on  that  subject.  As  it  rejected  the  prayors 
of  the  defendant  which  sought  to  take  the 
case  from  the  jury  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  no  lc;pilly  suflicient  evidence  of  negli- 
gence, we  must  inquire  into  that  question. 
In  the  testimony  there  is  much  very  inter- 
esting information  about  the  life  of  the 
"tick,"  which  produces  the  Texas  fever,  bat 
we  can  only  refer  to  such  as  may  reflect  on 
this  case.  As  we  understand  the  testimonv. 
the  infection  is  generally  introduced  into  a 
section  of  the  country  north  of  the  quaran- 
tine line  established  by  the  general  govern- 
ment, by  the  ticks  being  on  southern  cattle 
when  they  are  brought  into  a,  noninfecied 
region.  The  "seed  ticks,"  as  they  are  called, 
are  minute  six-legged  parasites,  about  one 
thirty-second  part  of  an  inch  in  size.  At 
that  stage  they  crawl  quite  actively  on  the 
ground  and  among  the  leaves,  bunching  in 
large  numbers  on  grass  blades,  sbmbs. 
weeds,  and  fence  posts  to  await  an  oppor- 
tunity to  attach  themselves  to  their  passin!.' 
"host,"  as  the  animal  to  which  they  attach 
themselves  is  called.  Dr.  John  R.  Mohler. 
Chief  of  Pathological  Division,  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry,  in  the  United  States  D.>- 
partment  of  Agriculture,  is  said  by  the  wit- 
nesses to  be  recognized  as  good  'authority. 
In  a  bulletin  prepared  by  him,  and  agreei 
by  counsel  to  be  used,  he  says:  "The  great 
length  of  time  required  for  the  appearance 
of  the  disease  in  northern  cattle  after  the 
passage  of  tick-bearing  cattle  through  the 
country  (thirty  to  ninety  days)  can  easily 
be  accounted  for  by  the  life  history  of  the 
tick.  It  is  necessary,  before  the  disease  ap- 
pears, for  the  fully  developed  fertiliied  fe- 
male to  drop  off  the  southern  cattle  and  de- 
posit the  eggs,  and  for  tb?m  to  hatch  ir.to 
the    six-legged    larvc;.      These    must   then 
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crawl  upon  the  northern  ca.ttle,  and  insert 
the  microparasites  they  carry  through  the 
bites  made  in  the  skin  in  procuring  their 
nourishment.  Texas  fever  follows.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  these  females  trans- 
mit the  infection  through  their  eggs  to  their 
progeny,  and  the  latter  have  the  power  to 
infect  any  susceptible  animal  to  which  they 
attach.  The  disease,  therefore,  is  not  con- 
veyed by  the  same  ticks  which  take  up  the 
infected  blood,  but  only  through  the  gener- 
ation descending  from  them."  He  said  that 
the  time  elapsing  between  the  exposure  of 
susceptible  cattle  to  the  tick  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  Texas  fever  depends  upon  the 
climate  and  the  development  of  the  ticks  to 
which  they  are  exposed.  "Thus,  if  any 
northern  animals  are  placed  upon  pastures, 
highways,  or  in  pens,  cars,  etc.,  in  summer 
immediately  after  the  premises  have  been 
infested  with  the  ticks  from  southern  cat- 
tle, Texas  fei^r  may  occiir  in  from  thirty 
to  sixty  days.  .  .  .  Where  northern  ani- 
mals are  not  exposed  in  an  infested  pasture 
until  the  ticks  which  fell  from  the  southern 
cattle  hare  laid  eggs  and  the  larvte  or  seed 
ticks  are  already  present,  the  former  cattle 
will  develope  symptoms  in  thirteen  to  fif- 
teen days  in  hot  weather.  Thus,  under  nat- 
ural conditions  the  disease  appears  in  thir- 
teen to  ninety  days  aft:;r  exposure.  After 
the  seed  ticks  become  attached  to  the  ani- 
mal, the  disease  will  appear  in  about  ten 
days  in  summer,  and  after  a  somewhat  long- 
er period  in  cooler  weather." 

The  thirty  head  of  cattle  were  shipped 
from  the  East  St.  Louis  stock  yards  on 
August  24,  1906.  They  were  inspected  there 
by  a  government  inspector,  and  a  certificate 
given  that  they  were  "found  free  from  any 
symptoms  of  scabies  (mange)  or  Texas 
fever,  and  may  be  shipped  for  stockers." 
That  certificate  was  delivered  by  the  appel- 
lant to  the  appellee  with  the  freight  bill. 
They  were  unloaded  at  the  Parkersburg,  or 
Belpre,  yards,  which  belong  to  the  appellant, 
on  August  26th.  The  yards  are  at  Belpre, 
across  the  Ohio  river  from  Parkersburg. 
After  being  fed  and  rested,  they  were  re- 
loaded and  shipped  in  the  same  car,  arriving 
at  Stepney,  Hartford  county,  on  August  27tli. 
The  seventy-five  head  were  shipped  in  three 
cars  from  Kansas  City  stock  yards  on 
August  23d,  and  arrived  at  East  St.  Louis 
stock  yards  August  24th,  where  they  were 
unloaded.  On  August  25th  they  were  re- 
loaded in  the  same  cars  and  shipped  over 
the  appellant's  road.  On  August  27th  they 
were  unlonded  at  the  Belpre  yards,  fed  and 
Te.«ted,  and  reshipped  in  the  same  cars  ar- 
riving at  Stepney  on  August  28th.  A  simi- 
lar certificate  to  that  above  mentioned  was 
given  at  East  St.  Louis  by  the  government 
inspector,  and  was  delivered  to  the  appellee 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


by  the  appellant.  At  the  Belpre  yards,  in 
both  instances,  the  cattle  were  unloaded  and 
placed  in  what  are  called  the  "native  pens," 
which  are  those  used  for  animals  not  from 
infected  territory.  The  native  pens  are  on 
the  east  side  of  the  yards,  and  are  separated 
from  the  quarantine  pens,  which  are  on  the 
westerly  side  of  the  yards,  and  in  which 
infected  cattle  are  '  placed,  by  an  alley  20 
feet  wide  and  a  dead  alley  10  feet  wide. 
In  August,  1906,  there  was  a  board  fence  on 
the  west  side  of  the  20-foot  alley  (between 
it  and  the  dead  alley),  with  an  inch  space 
between  the  planks.  On  the  west  side  of 
the  dead  alley  was  a  wire  fence,  but  in 
October  of  that  year  both  of  those  fences 
were  made  tight  board  fences,  and  are  about 
6  feet  high. 

Dr.  Mohler  says  in  his  bulletin  referred 
to:  "Although  young  ticks  are  very  active, 
neither  they  nor  the  adult  ticks  are  capable 
of  crawling  very  far,  but  they  may  be  trans- 
ported long  distances  by  animals,  by  rains, 
by  winds,  cattle  cars,  hides,  and  on  the 
clothing  of  man.  Hence  the  constant  dan- 
ger that  tick-free  pastures  below  the  quar- 
antine line  may  become  infested  with  ticks 
at  any  time."  Dr.  Drake,  an  expert  called 
by  tba  plaintiff,  said  that,  at  stock  yards 
where  they  feed  cattle  which  are  not  in- 
fected and  also  those  which  are  infected 
with  Texas  fever  ticks,  the  main  precaution 
should  be  quarantine  or  separation,  and, 
"to  make  it  effectual,  it  is  necessary  to  have 
a  tight  board  fence  or  a  stone  wall,  esti- 
mated by  the  average  person,  as  I  think, 
about  6  feet;"  that  the  fences  should  be 
"absolutely  tight  with  the  base  boards  or 
the  stones  underneath  the  ground,  and  with 
no  intervening  spaces  left,  that  is,  no  knot 
hole;  or  the  allowance  of  any  other  animals 
to  communicate  over  the  ground  on  which 
these  animals  pass.  No  attendants  should 
be  allowed  unless  they  take  the  precaution 
to  change  their  clothing  or  wearing  apparel." 
He  said:  "This  small  parasite  wiH  pass 
through  any  of  those  crevices  the  same  as 
if  there  was  no  fence  there," — referring  to 
open  spaces  arid  holes  in  the  fences.  In 
answer  to  a  hypothetical  question  as  to 
when  he  thought  the  ticks  got  on  these 
cattle  in  controversy,  he  said  it  would  be 
safe  to  deduct  a  period  somewhere  about 
fourteen  days  before  the  11th  of  September, 
1906;  that  being  the  day  the  fever  was 
discovered,  and  when  one  of  the  cattle  died. 
Then,  in  answer  to  another  hypothetical 
question,  he  said  there  were  only  two  points 
where  the  cattle  could  have  become  in- 
fected, either  in  transit  or  at  the  Belpre 
yurds,  and  he  thought  it  was  at  tlie  Belpre 
yards. 

As  the  court  granted  the  ninth  prayer,  in- 
structing the  jury  that  there  was  no  legolly 
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sufficient  evidence  that  the  steera  were  in- 
fected by  reason  of  negligence  of  the  de- 
fendant in  respect  to  the  cars  in  which 
they  were  transported,  and  that  they  must 
exclude  that  from  consideration,  we  are  not 
concerned  about  that  question.  Without 
referring  to  further  evidence,  we  do  not  feel 
justified  in  saying  there  was  no  evidence 
legally  sufficient  to  be  submitted  to  the  jury 
on  the  question  of  negligence  at  the  Belpre 
yards.  Although  it  may  seem  singular  that 
the  disease  can  be  communicated  by  such 
small  parasites  moving  the  distance  that 
these  were  required  to  go,  there  was  some 
evidence  tending  to  show  that  it  could  be 
done.  It  is  not  for  the  court  to  determine 
which  of  the  witnesses  were  correct,  or 
which  the  jury  should  have  accepted  as  the 
best  informed  on  the  subject.  We  thinlc 
there  was  no  error  in  rejecting  the  defend- 
ant's first,  second,  and  third  prayers,  es- 
pecially with  the  answers  to  the  hypotheti- 
ca]  questions  which  we  liave  already  re- 
ferred to  in  evidence.  We  will  consider 
those  questions  later,  but,  as  they  were 
allowed  to  be  answered,  the  answers  must 
be  considered  in  passing  on  these  prayers. 
The  fifth  prayer,  which  was  granted,  was 
the  same  as  the  fourth,  which  was  rejected, 
excepting  the  addition  at  the  end,  of  which 
the  defendant  has  no  reason  to  complain. 
As  the  court  granted  the  ninth,  there  was 
certainly  no  injury  done  the  defendant  by 
rejecting  its  fourth  and  granting  its  fifth, 
as  the  addition  was  made  to  the  part  of  the 
prayer  that  referred  to  ticks  on  the  cars. 
The  twelfth  is  not  included  in  the  bill  of 
exceptions,  as  we  have  seen.  Nor  do  we 
see  any  error  in  modifying  the  thirteenth 
prayer  as  was  done,  as  we  understand  the 
plaintiff  admits  his  liability  for  the  Baker 
cattle.  Of  course,  unless  he  is  so  liable,  he 
cannot  recover  for  them,  if  Baker  has  paid 
him.  We  do  not  understand  the  objection 
to  the  plaintiff's  tenth  prayer  to  be  pressed. 
It  is  i>brhaps  rather  broad  in  tne  concluding 
part.  It  might  be  made  more  definite,  so 
as  not  to  mislead  the  jury. 

The  first  exception  was  abandoned.  The 
second  and  third '  may  be  considered  to- 
gether. It  is  true  that  it  was  held  in  Little 
v.  Edwards,  69  Md.  499,  16  Atl.  134,  that 
one  party  can  use  the  testimony  taken  by 
the  other  party  under  a  foreign  commission, 
but  we  know  of  no  case  in  which  testimony 
in  chief  on  a  particular  subject  was  reject- 
ed, and  then  the  cross-examination  on  that 
subject  admitted  at  the  instance  of  either 
party.  It  would  put  counsel  in  a  peculiar 
position  in  taking  depositions.  Counsel  on 
one  side  may  ask  questions  which  the  oppo- 
site counsel  think  improper,  and,  if  the  lat- 
ter is  to  be  bound  by  the  rule  contended  for 
by  the  appellee,  he  could  not  safely  cross- 
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examine  a  witness,  because,  if  he  succeeded 
at  the  trial  in  excluding  the  testimony  in 
chief,  his  cross-examination  might  supply 
what  his  opponent  was  unable  to  prove  in 
chief.  On  the  other  hand,  if  he  does  not 
cross-examine,  the  court  may  not  adopt  his 
view  as  to  the  admissibility  of  the  evidence, 
and  he  would  not  have  the  benefit  of  cross- 
e.\amination.  "Where  a  party  uses  a  dep- 
osition taken  by  his  opponent,  he  makes  it 
his  own,  and  the  adverse  party  has  the 
same  right  of  objection  to  the  questions 
and  answers  which  he  would  have  had  if 
the  deposition  had  been  taken  by  the  party 
offering  it,  and  is  not  estopped  by  the  fact 
that  the  interrogatories  he  objects  to  were 
propounded  by  himself."  Note  in  6  Enc.  PL 
&  Pr.  p.  603,  citing  Hatch  v.  Brown,  63  Jle. 
410.  ''If  a  deposition  is  offered,  but  the 
answers  to  the  direct  interrogatories  are  for 
some  reason  held  inadmissible  for  the  offer- 
ing party,  the  answers  to  the  cross-inter- 
rogatories are  equally  inadmissible,  becau^^e 
otherwise  a  cross-examination  would  be  al- 
lowed with  no  direct  examination  preced- 
ing." 3  Wigmore,  Ev.  §  1893.  Of  course, 
we  understand  that  to  refer  to  cross-in- 
terrogatories on  the  subject  concerning 
which  those  in  chief  were  excluded. 

It  seems  clear,  therefore,  that  a  cross-ex- 
amination in  depositions  on  subjects  exclud- 
ed in  chief  ought  not  to  be  admitted  if  ob- 
jected to.  It  is  stated  in  the  exception 
that  '^plaintiff's  counsel  stated  he  did  not 
intend  to  read  any  portion  of  the  testimony 
ruled  out  by  the  court,"  but  the  next  ques- 
tion which  was  read  inquired  about  Mr. 
Titus,  and  the  third  exception  was  to  the 
question,  "At  what  time  did  you  investigate 
to  find  out  when  the  first  symptoms  ap- 
peared among  the  Titus  cattle?"  The  wit- 
ness then  goes  on  to  speak  of  the  Titus 
cattle  which  had  the  disease,  that  the  wit- 
ness saw  some  of  them  which  had  died,  that 
he  discovered  the  tick,  etc.  That  cross-ex- 
amination was  not  only  improper,  as  the 
testimony  in  chief  on  that  subject  had  been 
excluded,  but  it  is  manifest  that  it  was  well 
calculated  to  injure  the  defendant,  and, 
therefore,  was  not  harmless  error.  The  evi- 
dence of  the  plaintiff  was  by  no  means  con- 
clusive to  show  that  the  disease  which  re- 
sulted in  injury  to  the  plaintiff  was  con- 
tracted at  Belpre,  but,  when  testimony  in 
reference  to  the  Titus  cattle  was  admitted, 
it  in  all  probability  had  a  decidedly  im- 
proper effect  on  the  jury,  although  those 
cattle  were  at  Belpre  after  the  plaintiff's 
were  shipped.  We  think,  therefore,  there 
was  error  in  admitting  the  cross-examina- 
tion on  that  subject. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  bills  of  exception 
embrace  the  hypothetical  questions  asked 
Dr.  Drake.     The  one  in  the  fourth  is  not 
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so  objectionable,  although  it  is  defective  be- 
cause it  erroneously  assumes  that  the  sev- 
enty-five cattle  were  reloaded  at  East  St. 
Louis  in  other  cars;  but  the  fifth  is  decided- 
ly and  materially  defective.  Dr.  Drake  an- 
swered that  question  by  saying  that  the 
cattle  became  infected  at  the  Belpre  yards. 
There  are  several  material  omissions  in  the 
question  which  we  will  mention.  In  the 
first  place,  it  assumes  that  the  cattle  were 
"reloaded  in  other  cars,"  while  the  proof  is 
that  they  were  reloaded  on  the  cars  in  which 
they  were  brought  from  Kansas  City.  They 
were  Chicago  and  Alton  cars  No.  29290, 
-.3117,  and  28238,  and  the  papers  offered  m 
evidence  by  the  plaintiff  show  that  the  cat- 
tie  went  through  on  the  same  cars.  The 
freight  bills  given  to  the  plaintiff,  and  of- 
fered by  him,  also  show  that  they  were  so 
shipped.  Dr.  Drake  on  cross-examination 
showed  that  he  understood  that  the  cars 
were  changed.  He,  as  well  as  other  wit- 
nesses, admitted  that  cattle  may  become  in- 
fected on  cars  as  well  as  in  the  yards,  and 
hence  it  was  a  question  of  some  considera- 
ble importance,  as  these  cars  had  come  from 
Kansas  City,  belonged  to,  and  were  brought 
to  East  St.  Louis  by  another  company.  But 
there  is  a  still  more  serious  objection  to  the 
question.  Part  of  it  assumes  "that  the 
fences  which  divided  the  alleys  that  south- 
em  cattle  passed  up  and  down,  from  the 
alleys  that  native  cattle  passed  up  and 
down,  at  the  yards  at  Belpre,  Ohio,  were 
open,  were  not  tight,  from  the  ground  to 
their  height  5  or  6  feet  from  the  ground." 
There  is  not  one  word  in  the  question  sug- 
gesting that  there  was  a  dead  alley  10 
feet  wide  between  the  two  alleys;  on  the 
contrary,  the'  inference  which  might  be 
drawn  is  that  the  alleys  were  contiguous. 
It  is  a  very  important  fact,  as  the  ticks 
could  get  through  the  fences  more  readily 
than  they  could  get  over  the  alley,  and 
through  the  two  fences.  The  fences  are  de- 
scribed in  the  question  as  just  what  Dr. 
Drake  said  they  ought  not  to  be,  and,  al- 
though that  was  a  most  material  part  of 
the  hypothetical  question,  no  allusion  is 
made  to  the  dead  alley  10  feet  wide. '  Some 
other  objections  to  the  questions  were  made 
by  the  appellant,  but  we  do  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  discuss  them.  The  evidence  is 
very  indefinite  as  to  which  alley  in  the 
stockyards  these  cattle  were  taken  in  when 
they  were  unloaded  at  Belpre.  If  they  were 
not  driven  through  alley  No.  6,  they  were, 
so  far  as  the  evidence  shows,  not  closer  to 
the  quarantine  pens  than  30  feet,  as  that 
alley  is  20  feet  wiae,  but  we  have  assumed 
in  passing  on  the  exception  that  they  were 
driven  through  alley  No.  5. 

We  do  not  see  tne  relevancy  of  the  testi- 
mony in  the  sixth  and  seventh  bills  of  ex- 
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ception.  If  it  be  true  that  a  government 
inspector  made  a  mistake  in  June,  1907,  it 
cannot  reflect  on  this  question.  It  is  alto- 
gether probable  that  inspectors  may  make 
mistakes  at  times,  indeed,  it  would  be  re- 
markable if  they  did  not,  when  dealing  with 
such  small  parasites  as  these,  and  if  the 
cattle  show  no  signs  of  being  infected  by 
the  disease,  or  are  not  known  to  have  been 
in  infected  territory,  the  inspectors  would 
not  probably  be  as  rigid  in  some  coses,  as 
might  be  necessary  in  order  to  detect  unsus- 
pected ticks.  But  specific  instances  occur- 
ring nearly  a  year  after  the  time  the  jury 
was  considering  could  furnish  no  reliable 
evidence  to  guide  them. 

For  errors  in  the  rulings  presented  by  the 
second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  bills  of  ex- 
ception, and  referred  to  above,  the  judgment 
will  be  reversed,  and  a  new  trial  awarded. 

Judgment  reversed,  and  a  new  trial 
awarded,  the  appellee  to  pay  the  costs. 


lJNITEa>     STATES     CIKCUIT    COrRT 
OF  APPEAIiS,  FIRST  CIRCUIT. 

ARTHUR  J.  WELLINGTON,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

EMMA  M.   PELLETIER,  Admrx..   etc.,  of 
George  Pelletier,  Deceased. 

(97  C.  C.  A.  458,  173  Fed.  908.) 

Appeal  —  exceptions  to  evidence  ^  In- 
jury. 

1.  One  relying  upon  a  general  exception 
to  evidence  in  a  Federal  court  must  show 
that  the  defects  in  the  evidence  admitted 
could  not  have  been  cured  by  the  party  offer- 
ing it  if  his  attention  had  been  called  to 
those  relied  upon. 

Negligence  —  working  on  track  ^  look- 
out. 

2.  One  set  to  work  excavating  a  trench  on 
a  spur  track  at  one  end  of  which  cars  are 


Note.  —  Proximate  cavae  of  injury 
caused  hy  car  or  engine  set  in  motion 
hy  third  person. 

Cases  involving  the  negligence  of  shippers 
or  other  persons  in  moving  cars  under  a  li- 
cense express  or  implied  have  not  been  in- 
cluded. 

For  the  most  part,  the  decisions  hold 
that  a  railroad  company  is  not  liable  for  in- 
juries caused  by  cars  or  engines  which  have 
been  set  in  motion  by  third  persons,  as  the 
act  of  the  third  person  is  deemed  to  be 
an  active,  efficient,  intervening  cause  which 
breaks  the  causal  connection  between  the 
company's  negligence  and  the  injury.  So, 
too,  the  majority  of  the  cases  hold  that 
cars  are  not,  in  and  of  themselves,  danger- 
ous things  which  the  company  is  under  obli- 
gation to  guard  or  watch. 

Thus,  in  Central  Branch  Union  P.  R.  Co. 
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stnndinjT  on  a  grade  is  not  bound  to  keep 
a  lookout  to  see  that  they  do  not  get  loose 
and  run  down  upon  him. 
Proximate   cause   ^   standing    cars   — 
loosening  brakes  —  set  of  stranger. 

3.  The  loosening  by  boys  of  brakes  on 
cars  standing  at  the  top  of  a  grade  on  a 
spur  track,  without  other  fastening  than  the 
set  brakes,  is  not  the  proximate  cause  of 
an  injury  to  an  employee  at  work  on  the 
track,  by  being  struck  by  the  cars  running 
down  upon  him. 

Master  —  Avorking  place  —  spur  traclc 
—  grade. 

4.  One  who  sets  his  servant  at  work  in 
an  excavation  on  a  spur  track  at  the  top 
of  a  grade,  upon  which  he  stores  empty  cars, 
is  bound  to  secure  the  cars  so  that  they  will 
not  run  down  upon  him  and  render  the 
working  place  unsafe. 

(November  16.  1900.) 

I?"  RROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
L   States  for  the  District  of  Massachusetts 
to  review  a  judgment  in  plaintiff's  favor  in 
an  action  brought  to  recover  damages  for 


the  alleged  negligent  killing  of  her  intestate. 
Ailirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinioa. 

Argued  before  Colt  and  Putnam.  Cir- 
cuit Judges,  and  Aldricli,  District  Judge. 

Messrs.  H.  Eugene  Boilcs,  Olcott  O. 
Partridge,  and  Henry  M.  Cbanning,  for 
plaintiff  in  error: 

The  master  is  not  liable,  as  the  injury  vu 
directly  due  to  the  acts  of  trespassers,  which 
acts  constituted  a  new  and  independent 
cause. 

Cole  V.  German  Sav.  &  L.  Soc.  63  L.IJ.-'L 
416,  59  0.  C.  A.  593,  124  Fed.  113;  McCabe 
V.  American  Woolen  Co.  124  Fed.  283;  af- 
firmed in  65  C.  C.  A.  59,  132  Fed.  1006; 
Daniels  v.  New  York  &  N.  E.  R.  Co.  154 
Mass.  349,  13  L.R.A.  248,  26  Am.  St.  Repi 
253,  28  N.  E.  283;  New  York  C.  *  H.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Price,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1003.  66  C. 
C.  A.  502,  159  Fed.  334;  Mella  v.  Northern 
S.  S.  Co.  162  Fed.  513;  McEachem  t.  Boston 
A,  M.  R.  Co.  150  Mass.  515,  23  K.  E.  231; 
Holbrook  v.  Aldrich,  168  Mass.  15,  36  L.RA. 


T.  Henigh,  23  Kan.  347,  33  Am.  Rep.  167, 
it  was  held  that  a  railroad  company  was  not 
liable  in  damages  for  the  death  of  a  boy  be- 
tween four  and  Ave  years  of  age  who  climbed 
upon  a  flat  car  left  standing  upon  a  side 
track,  and  released  the  brake,  and  was  in- 
jured by  the  car  as  it  ran  down  the  grade 
upon  which  it  had  been  standing.  The 
court  said  that  the  accident  was  one  which 
could  not  have  been  reasonably  anticipated 
by  the  company.  However,  other  cars  stand- 
ing upon  the  same  branch  liad  been  released 
by  other  boyb  and  set  in  motion  in  a  simi- 
lar way,  and  it  would  seem  that  this  was  a 
sufficient  warning  to  the  railroad  company; 
but  the  court  apparently  considered  this 
fact  immaterial,  as  it  is  not  discussed  in 
connection  with  the  decision.  The  conclu- 
sion reached  by  the  court  in  this  case  seems 
to  be  directly  contrary  to  that  reached  in 
Welusoton  v.  Pelletieb. 

So,  in  Mars  v.  Delaware  t  H.  Canal  Co. 
64  Hun,  025,  8  N.  Y.  Supp.  107,  it  was  held 
that  a  railroad  company  was  not  liable  for 
injuries  to  a  passenger  caused  by  a  collision 
between  his  train  and  a  wild-cat  engine 
which  had  been  left  upon  a  switch,  with  the 
fires  banked  and  no  lights  burning,  and 
which  in  some  unknown  way  was  started, 
and,  gaining  headway,  crashed  at  full  speed 
into  the  plaintiff's  train.  The  court  said: 
"Between  the  alleged  negligence  of  defend- 
ant and  the  accident  intervened  a  wilful, 
malicious,  and  criminal  act  of  a  third  per- 
son, which  caused  the  injury,  and  broke  the 
connection  between  defendant's  negligence 
and  the  accident.  In  fact,  some  person  stole 
defendant's  engine  and  sent  it  flying  up  the 
track,  and  this  wicked  criminal  act  was  the 
caupc  of  the  injury  to  the  plaintiff,  and  de- 
fendant's act  in  leaving  the  engine  where 
the  criminal  could  start  it  was  in  no  sense 
the  proximate  cause  of  the  injnty,  or  an  act 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


I  which  ordinarily  or  naturally  could  have 
produced  it."  It  did  not  appear  by  whom 
the  engine  was  started,  but  the  court  said 
that,  even  if  it  had  been  started  by  some  em- 
ployee, he  was  not,  in  so  doing,  acting  with- 
in the  scope  of  his  employment.  The  court 
further  said  that,  if  the  engine  had  been  so 
left  that  it  started  of  itself,  then  the  ques- 
tion would  be  one  for  the' jury;  but  if  some 
wrongdoer  had  criminally  started  it,  the  de- 
fendant could'  not  be  held  liable. 

And  in  Norfolk  t  W.  R.  Co.  ▼.  Cromer, 
101  Va.  607,  44  S.  E.  898,  it  was  held  that 
a  railroad  company  is  not  liable  for  inju- 
ries due  to  freight  cars  drifting  onto  the 
main  track,  from  a  siding  where  they  had 
been  left  with  the  brakes  properly  fastened 
and  in  a  safe  condition.  The  court  said  it 
was  immaterial  whether  the  brakes  had  been 
tampered  with  by  a  third  person,  or  wheth- 
er the  cars  had  been  started  by  the  n^li- 
gence  of  a  fellow  servant  of  the*  plaintiff. 

So,  in  Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  I.  R.  Co.  v.  \Vv- 
nant,  114  Ind.  525,  5  Am.  St.  Rep.  644,  17 
N.  E.  118,  it  was  held  that  a  railroad  com- 
pany which  had  left  its  cars  on  a  branch 
road  at  a  point  not  in  or  on  the  highway 
would  not  be  liable  for  injuries  resultii^; 
from  horses  taking  fright  at  the  cars,  wliicli 
had  been  moved  into  the  highway  by  third 
persons,  unless  the  company  had  negligently 
permitted  them  to  remain  upon  the  highway 
for  an  unreasonable  length  of  time. 

And  in  Haesley  ▼.  Winona  &  St  P.  R. 
Co.  46  Minn.  233,  24  Am.  St.  Rep.  220.  4S 
N.  W.  1023,  it  was  held  that  a  railway  com- 
pany which  maintains  a  "gravity"''  side 
track  has  performed  its  full  duty  to  tres- 
passing children  non  sui  juris  when  it  se- 
curely fastens,  by  means  of  the  ordinary 
brake,  such  cars  as  it  may  have  occasion  to 
place  upon  the  grade  of  its  track. 

Leaving  trailer  cars  on  a  street,  held  bjr 
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493,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  3C4,  46  N.  E.  116; 
Clai'Sey  v.  Worcester  Consol.  Street  R.  Co. 
183  Mara.  315,  70  N.  E.  199;  Antemoitz  t. 
New  York,  K.  H.  &  H.  R.  Co.  193  Mau. 
542,  79  N.  E.  789;  Qifford  ▼.  Atlantic  Cot- 
ton Mills,  146  Mass.  47,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  279, 
15  N.  E.  84;  Stone  r.  Boston  &  A.  R.  Co. 
171  Mau.  536,  41  LS.JL  794,  51  N.  E.  1; 
Murray  v.  Boston  Ice  Co.  180  Mass.  165,  61 
N.  E.  1001. 

If  deceased  did  not  look  out  for  possible 
runaway  cars;  either  he  was  negligent,  or 
he  chose  to  assume  that  risk,  as  he  had  no 
right  to  abandon  the  use  of  his  own  eyes. 

Sbepard  v.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  158  Mass. 
174,  33  N.  E.  508;  Morris  v.  Boston  &  M. 
R.  Co.  184  Mass.  368,  68  N.  E.  680;  Vec- 
chioni  t.  New  York  C.  &  tf.  R.  R.  Co.  191 
Mass.  11,  77  N.  E.  306;  Sulliran  t.  Fitch- 
burg  R.  Co.  161  Mass.  126,  36  N.  E.  751; 
St.  Jean  y.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  170  Mass. 
213,  48  N.  E.  1088;  Lynch  t.  Boston  &  A. 
R.  Co.  159  Mass.  536,  34  N.  E.  1072;  Loth- 
rop  Y.  Fitchburg  R.  Co.  150  Mass.  423,  23 


N.  E.  227;  Whitmore  v.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co. 
160  Mass.  477,  23  N.  E.  220;  Boyle  v.  New 
York  &  N.  E.  R.  Co.  151  Mass.  102,  23  N. 
E.  827;  Shea  ▼.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  154 
Mass.  31,  27  N.  E.  672;  Galvin  ▼.  Old  Colony 
R.  Co.  162  Mass.  633,  39  N.  E.  186;  Dyer 
V.  Fitchburg  R.  Co.  170  Mass.  148,  48  N.  E. 
1087;  Tumalty  v.  New  York,  N.  H.  &  H. 
R.  Co.  170  Mass.  164,  49  N.  E.  85;  Martyn 
T.  Neiw  York  i  B.  Despatch  Exp.  Co.  176  . 
Mass.  401,  67  N.  E.  671;  Tirrell  v.  New 
York,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  Co.  180  Mass.  490,  62 
N.  E.  746;  Dolphin  v.  New  York,  N.  H.  A 
H.  R.  Co.  182  Mass.  509,  65  N.  E.  820; 
Lanoue  v.  Nelson,  202  Mass.  654,  89  N.  £. 
96. 

Mr.  William  A.  Pew,  Jr.,  for  defendant 
in  error. 

Putnam,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court: 

This  suit  was  brought  by  the  administra- 
trix of  the  estate  of  George  Pelletier  against 
Wellington,   who   was    operating   a   quarry. 


brakes  properly  set,  in  a  manner  sufficient 
to  hold  the  cars  unless  someone  loosened 
them,  was  held  in  George  v.  Los  Angeles  R. 
Co.  326  Cal.  357,  46  L.R.A.  829,  77  Am.  St. 
Rep.  184,  58  Fac.  810,  not  to  render  the 
railway  company  liable  for  injuries  to  one 
of  a  party  of  boys  playing  with  the  car  aft- 
er loosening  the  brake,  if  the  danger  con- 
nected with  the  car  was  %ot  hidden  or  con- 
cealed, but  was.  open  to  observation,  and 
could  be  apprehended  by  boys  of  thai  age 
with  average  intelligence. 

Leaving  a  platform  car  with  no  machinery 
about  it,  or  any  brake,  on  a  side  track  of  a 
street  railway,  in  such  a  condition  that  it 
may  be  moved  by  the  united  strength  of  sev- 
eral children,  was  held  in  Kauraeier  v.  City 
Electric  R.  Co.  116  Mich.  306,  40  L.R.A.  385, 
72  Am.  St.  Rep.  525,  74  N.  W.  481,  not  to  be 
negligence  which  would  render  the  railroad 
company  liable  for  an  injury  to  a  child  play- 
ing with  it. 

The  act  of  two  small  boys  in  pulling  the 
starting  lever  of  a  large  electric  truck,  and 
not  the  negligence  of  the  owner  in  leaving 
the  truck  unattended,  was  held  in  Berman 
V.  Schultz,  40  Misc.  212,  81  N.  Y.  Supp. 
647,  to  be  the  proximate  cause  of  injuries 
to  other  vehicles  by  a  collision  with  the 
truck.  The  same  view  was  taken  by  the 
ronrt  upon  the  second  appeal  (84  N.  Y. 
Snpp.  292). 

The  same  rule  has  been  applied  in  cases 
where  band  cars  have  been  moved  by  third 
persons. 

Thus,  in  Atchison.  T.  ft  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v. 
Slattery,  57  Kan.  499,  46  Pac.  941,  it  was 
held  that  it  was  not  negligence  in  a  rail- 
road company  to  leave  a  push  car  blocked 
in  the  ordinary  way,  but  without  other  lockfl 
or  guards;  and  the  railroad  company  was 
not  liable  for  injuries  caused  to  one  of  the 
employees  by  collision  between  a  train  and 
the  car,  which  had  been  carried  from  where 
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it  was  left  by  some  boys,  and  placed  near 
the  track. 

And  in  Robinson  v.  Oregon  Short  Line  & 
U.  N.  R.  Co.  7  Utah,  493,  13  L.R.A.  765, 
27  Pac.  689,  it  was  held  that  it  was  not 
negligence  to  leave  a  common  hand  car 
weighing  from  600  to  700  pounds  6  feet 
from  a  railroad  track  and  4  or  5  feet  below 
it,  a  mile  from  the  thickly  settled  part  qf  a 
city  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  near- 
est house,  and  let  it,  remain  there  over  Sun- 
day unlocked  and  unguarded,  so  as  to  ren- 
der its  owner  liable  in  damages  for  the 
death  of  a  boy  eleven  years  old  who,  while 
riding  on  it  with  other  boys  who  had  re- 
placed it  on  the  track,  fell  off,  and  was  run 
over  and  killed.  The  court  further  held 
that  a  common  hand  car  standing  on  the 
ground  beside  a  railroad  track  is  not  a  thing 
dangerous  in  and  of  itself,  which  a  railroad 
company  is  required  to  guard  or  lock. 

As  was  indicated  above,  a  few  cases  have 
taken  views  in  conflict  with  those  expressed 
in  the  above  cases. 

Thus,  in  Galveston,  H.  ft  S.  A.  R.  Co.  v. 
Johnson,  24  Tex.  Civ.  App.  180,  58  S.  W. 
622,  it  was  held  that  a  railroad  company 
was  liable  for  the  death  of  an  engineer, 
caused  by  a  collision  between  his  engine  and 
a  car  which  had  been  negligently  left  on  a 
£witch  without  being  blocked  or  having  its 
brakes  set,  which  was  moved  onto  the  main 
track  by  third  persons.  Although  in  this 
case  the  car  had  been  left  without  the 
brakes  being  fastened,  and  without  blocking, 
the  court  held  that  it  would  have  been  neg- 
ligence to  have  left  the  car  on  the  side 
track,  for  which  the  defendant  would  have 
been  responsible,  even  if  the  brakes  had  been 
set,  and  the  act  of  some  third  person  in  re- 
moving the  brake  had  contributed  to  the 
occurrence. 

So,  in  Smith  v.  New  York.  R.  ft  W.  T». 
Co.  46  N.  J.  L.  7,  it  was  held  that  a  rail- 
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with  a  verdict  for  the  plaintifT.  Wellington 
owned  a  spur  track  which  led  from  a  aide 
track  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad.  This 
side  track  and  the  spur  track  were  on  a 
grade.  The  side  track  was  used  for  storing 
empty  cars  to  be  loaded  in  connection  with 
Wellington's  business.  These  cars  were  left 
by  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  near  the 
head  of  the  grade  on  its  own  siding;  and 
when  Wellington  or  his  employees  desired 
cars  they  were  accustomed  to  select  them 
as  needed,  and  run  them  down  to  his'spi'r 
track.  They  :were  ordinarily  left  near  the 
head  of  the  grade  by  the  railroad  corpora- 
tion with  the  brakes  set,  and  with  a  tie 
across  the  track  blocking  the  wheels.  If 
the  cars  were  left  by  the  Boston  &,  Maine 
Railroad  on  its  siding  in  an  unsafe  condition 
with  reference  to  starting  down  the  grade, 
the  fault  was  with  it.  So  long  as  the  cars 
remained  at  that  point  without  any  dis- 
turbance of  the  status  in  which  they  were 
left  there  by  the  Boston  &,  Maine  Railroad, 
Wellington  was,  of  course,  not  at  fault.  It 
is  claimed  that,  in  connection  with  the  in- 
jury to  the  deceased,  Wellington's  employees 
ran  one  or  more  cars  down  the  grade,  and 
left  the  remaining  cars  with  their  brakes 
set,  without  any  blocking  of  the  wheels, 
and  that,  thereupon,  the  boys  playing  about 
the  cars,  and  who  were  accustomed  to  play 
about  them,  in  some  way  started  them,  and 
caused  them  to  run  down  the  grade  and  kill 
Pelletier.  Pelletier  was  in  the  employ  of 
Wellington,  and  at  the  time  was  working 
between  the  rails  of  Wellington's  spur  track, 
excavating  a  trench.  He  appears  to  have 
had  no  connection  with  the  handling  of  thi> 
cars,  at  least  none  at  the  essential  time  in- 


volved here.  There  was  no  evidence  that 
he  was  looking  at  the  cars,  or  otbenris« 
watching  for  a  possibility  of  their  running 
down  the  grade.  The  verdict  was  for  tli» 
plaintiff,  and  thereupon  Wellington  brought 
this  writ  of  error. 

There  were  a  number  of  minor  exceptioni 
taken  at  the  trial,  only  one  of  which  has 
been  urged  upon  our  attention.  This  suit 
being  for  the  negligence  of  defendant's  su- 
perintendent, or  rather  of  one  who  was 
temporarily  acting  as  superintendent,  the 
statute  requires  a  notice;  and  it  is  now 
urged  on  us  that  the  notice  was  not  suffi- 
cient under  the  law.  The  objection  to  th; 
admission  of  this  notice  was  only  general, 
which  is  insufficient  to  base  an  exception 
on  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  be- 
cause non  constat,  if  the  objection  had  been 
specific,  it  might  not  have  been  met  by  the 
plaintiff  on  the  spot.  Under  the  Federal 
practice,  whoever  relies  on  a  general  excep- 
tion must  point  out  that  the  defects  in  the 
evidence  admitted  could  not  have  been  cured 
by  the  party  offering  it,  if  his  attention  had 
been  called  to  those  relied  on. 

Passing  by  these  propositions,  the  alleged 
errors  are  based  very  largely,  if  not  entirelv, 
on  questions  of  fact  which  we  will  deal  with 
quite  summarily,  because  no  prejudice  can 
come  in  any  future  case  from  thus  dealing 
with  them. 

It  appears  in  the  record  that,  when  the 
cars  were  left  by  the  Boston  &  Maine  Rail- 
road, they  were  chained  to  the  track.  Therf 
is  no  claim  that,  when  any  of  the  cars  vert 
taken  away  as  we  have  described,  Welline 
ton's  employees  replaced  the  chain  with  ref- 
erence to  the  cars  remaining.     We  pass  by 


road  company  was  liable  for  injuries  to  a 
passenger  upon  one  of  its  trains,  caused 
by  a  collision  resulting  from  the  movements 
of  certain  cars  which  had  been  negligently 
left  standing  upon  a  siding  inclined  toward 
the  main  tracks,  in  such  a  situation  that 
a  wrongdoer  could  readily  throw  them  upon 
the  main  track. 

So,  also,  in  Southern  P.  Co.  v.  Lafferty, 
6  C.  C.  A.  474,  15  U.  S.  App.  193,  57  Fed. 
536,  it  was  held  that  the  leaving  of  live  en- 
gines on  a  side  track  connected  with  the 
main  track  by  switches,  upon  a  dark  night, 
without  any  watchmen  to  look  after  them, 
was  negligence;  and  the  risk  of  injury  from 
a  collision  due  to  tlie  engine's  being  started 
from  some  unknown  cause,  and  running 
onto  the  main  track,  was  not  one  assumed 
by  the  plaintiff,  who  was  a  brakeman  on  the 
train  with  which  the  engines  collided. 

And  in  Cahill  v.  E.  B.  &  A.  L.  Stone  A  Co. 
1.53  Cal.  571,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1094,  96  Pac. 
84,  it  was  held  that  one  who,  in  construct- 
ing a  railroad  in  a  public  street,  rightfully 
leaves  a  loaded  push  car  standing  unfast- 
ened and  unattended  upon  a  track,  may  be 
liable  for  injurv  thereov  caused  to  a  child 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.j' 


not  guilty  of  contributory  negligence,  who 
had  been  permitted  to  play  upon  it,  wliero 
the  car  is  on  a  grade  down  which,  if  it 
starts,  it  cannot  be  readily  stopped,  and  the 
injurj'  is  caused  by  the  child's  being  caught 
and  crushed  while  attempting  to  stop  the 
car  after  it  liaa  been  set  in  motion  down  the 
grade.  The  court  said  that  a  loaded  push 
car  standing  upon  rails,  upon  which  it  may 
be  easily  moved  by  children,  and  of  suf- 
ficient weight  to  crush  a  person  over  whoso 
body  it  might  pass,  is  a  dangerous  thing  for 
cliildren  to  be  allowed  to  play  with. 

Upon  the  general  subject,  attractive  nui- 
sance, sec  exhaustive  note  to  Cahill  v.  E.  B. 
&  A.  L.  Stone  &  Co.  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)   1094. 

As  to  leaving  a  switch  unlocked  as  proxi- 
mate cause  of  derailment  of  train  resultin.-; 
from  the  throwing  of  the  switch  by  a  stran- 
ger, see  note  to  Edgar  v.  Rio  Grande  West- 
em  R.  Co.  11  L.R.A.(N.R.)  738. 

Upon  the  question,  May  the  intervening 
act  of  a  child  break  the  causal  connection 
between  the  defendant's  negligence  and  the 
injury,  see  note  to  United  States  Natural 
Gas  Co.  V.  Hicks,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  249. 
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this  because,  under  the  circumstances,  it  is 
clear  that  the  jury  could  not  hare  been 
properly  instructed  to  the  effect  that  a  mere 
omission  to  replace  the  ties  was  not  a  neg- 
ligent act,  as  the  appellant  claims  they 
should  have  been.  This  is  one  of  the  class 
of  facts  within  the  province  of  the  jury, 
supported  in  this  case  by  the  almost  uni- 
versal custom  to  protect  railroad  cars  left 
near  the  head  of  a  grade,  as  these  cars  were, 
by  something  more  than  merely  setting  up 
the  brakes. 

It  is  claimed  that  there  was  no  evidence 
that  the  tie  was  not  replaced;  but  on  thit 
point  the  record  stands  as  follows:  Three 
men  went  up  to  bring  down  the  cars.  One 
of  them  came  down  with  the  last  car,  leav- 
ing the  two  to  secure  those  that  remained. 
One  of  these  men  testified  that  he  did  not 
put  the  tie  back,  and  he  added  that  he  had 
no  business  to  put  it  back.  No  one  told 
him  to  do  so.  The  other  one,  who  was 
called  by  the  defendant,  testified  generally, 
with  reference  to  all  the  cars,  that  the  tie 
was  put  back.  He  testified  that  he  and  the 
first  witness,  to  whom  we  have  referred, 
vrent  to  the  last  car  which  went  down  the 
grade,  and  that  one  of  them  handled  the 
tie;  but  he  admitted  he  did  not  know  wheth- 
er he  did  it  himself,  or  the  other  person  we 
have  named.  Under  the  circumstances,  we 
are  not  only  of  the  opinion  that  we  would 
not  be  justified  in  reversing  the  finding  of 
the  jury  on  that  point,  but  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  its  conclusion  was  correct. 

It  is  maintained  that  the  deceased  was 
not  in  the  exercise  of  due  care,  and  there 
is  some  discussion  with  reference  to  the 
question  of  the  burden  of  proof  under  the 
Massachusetts  statute  on  which  this  suit  is 
based.  The  ground  of  this  objection  is  that 
the  deceased  was  an  able-bodied,  exper- 
ienced workman,  in  full  possession  of  his 
faculties,  familiar  with  his  surroundings, 
and  knew  that  the  cars  were  stored  on 
the  side  track  above  described,  that  his 
view  was  not  obstructed,  and  that  he 
could  easily  see  in  each  direction.  But 
this  is  not  the  case  of  either  a  main  track 
or  a  siding  on  which  trains  were  regularly 
or  frequently  run,  or  even  run  at  all,  so  far 
as  the  record  shows.  It  shows  only  the 
circumstances  which  we  have  stated,  circum- 
stances to  which  the  duty  of  listening  and 
looking,  so  frequently  concerned  in  accidents 
resulting  from  the  movement  of  railroad 
trains  proper,  has  never  been  applied.  This 
duty  relates  to  circumstances  where  persons 
may  be  in  known  danger,  although  every 
other  person  does  .his  full  part  according  to 
law  or  custom.  It  does  not  necessarily 
apply  to  the  ordinary  conditions  of  work 
where  no  danger  is  customarily  expected, 
provided  others  than  the  one  injured  have 
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used  due  care.  In  other  words,  there  is  no 
rule  which  requires  a  universal  duty  of 
looking  and  listening  under  the  ordinary 
circumstances  of  performing  labor,  and  thus 
at  all  times  encumbering  and  delaying  its 
performance.  This  case  is  rather  of  the 
class  where  the  person  held  in  fault  is  re- 
quired to  secure  the  person  injured  a  safe 
place  for  working,  as  a  consignee  unloading 
a  car.  Wright  v.  London  &  N.  W.  R.  Co. 
L.  R.  10  Q.  B.  298,  affirmed  in  (1876)  L.  R. 
1  Q.  B.  Div.  252;  Mullins  v.  New  York,  N. 
H.  &  H.  R.  Co.  201  Mass.  38,  87  N.  E.  476. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  interposition  of  the 
boys  in  this  case  was  the  interposition  of  a 
new  efficient  cause,  which,  if  interposed,  the 
law  says  eliminates  the  original  cause.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  has  been  thoroughly 
understood,  since  the  leading  case  of  Scott 
v.  Shepherd,  2  W.  Bl.  892,  well  known  as 
the  "squib  case,"  that  the  interposition  even 
of  human  beings  acting  under  circumstances 
which  deprive  them  of  periods  for  reflection, 
or  known  to  be  of  classes  which  are  ordi- 
narily governed  by  unreasoning  impulses, 
does  not  come  within  the  class  of  respon- 
sible interventions  referred  to.  This  is  il- 
lustrated in  one  direction  by  the  squib  case, 
and  in  the  other  direction  by  the  well- 
known  cases  where  young  children,  either 
through  carelessness  or  inattention,  have 
been  intrusted  with  dangerous  weapons. 
The  general  principle  is  sufficiently  discussed 
in  Pollock's  Law  of  Torts,  8th  Eng.  ed.  45 
et  seq.  The  rule  on  which  the  plaintiff 
relies  in  this  respect  was  authoritatively 
stated  and  applied  by  the  court  of  appeal 
in  1896,  in  Engelhart  v.  Farrant  [1897]  1 
Q.  B.  240.  Oddly  enough,  in  McDowall  v. 
Great  Western  R.  Co.  (in  the  court  of  ap- 
peal in  1003)  [1003]  2  K.  B.  331,  the  circum- 
stances with  reference  to  cars  and  boys  were 
strictly  like  those  at  bar,  and  the  case  was 
distinguished  solely  on  the  point  that  the 
jury  expressly  found  that  the  defendant 
was  not  at  fault.  Therefore,  of  course, 
there  was  no  operative  negligence  which 
could  be  either  an  immediate  or  a  remote 
cause  of  the  accident. 

After  all,  the  only  close  point  in  the  case 
is  on  the  question  of  superintendence.  The 
intestate  and  the  man  through  whose  neg- 
ligence the  tie  was  not  replaced  were  coem- 
ployees.  The  usual  superintendent  was  ab- 
sent. Of  course,  evidence  of  a  much  less 
striking  character  may  be  required  to  prove 
the  characteristics  of  one  exercising  super- 
intendeuce  temporarily,  under  the  Massa- 
chusetts statutes,  than  those  of  the  usual 
superintendent.  We  went  into  the  law  re- 
garding this  question  of  superintendence 
sufficiently  in  Canney  v.  Walkeine,  58  LJI.A. 
33,  61  0.  C.  A.  53,  113  Fed.  66,  decided  June 
14,  1901,  and  in  Munroe  v.  Ley,  84  C  C.  A. 
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278,  156  Fed.  468,  decided  October  22,  1907. 
We  need  in  this  case  to  add  nothing  to  what 
is  there  stated  by  us.  It  is  not  at  all  im- 
probable that,  if  we  had  been  the  jury,  in- 
stead of  the  appellate  court,  we  might  have 
found  on  the  facts  otherwise  than  was 
found.  Nevertheless,  the  charge  of  the  pre- 
siding judge  was  very  full  and  clear,  and 
called  the  attention  of  the  jury  carefully 
and  correctly  to  all  phases  of  the  facts, 
which  were  multifarious;  and,  taken  alto- 
gether, the  condition  is  such  that  we  cannot 
lawfully  interfere  with  the  result. 

The  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  is  af- 
firmed, with  interest,  and  the  defendant  in 
error  recovers  her  costs  of  appeal. 


NORTH  DAKOTA  SVPRSBIE  COtJKT. 

RE  ESTATE  OF  JOHN  SACRISON,   De- 
ceased. 


HALVOR  J.  HAGEN,  Exr.,  etc.,  of  John 
Sacrison,  Deceased,   Respt., 

V. 

SEVERN  SACRISON,  Appt 

(—  N.  D.  — ,  123  N.  W.  618.) 

Conversion  ^  will  —  perpetuities  — 
power  of  alienation  —  suspension  — 
trnst  ^  nonaction  of  trustee  —  discre- 
tion to  delay  sale  —  effect. 

1.  By  his  will,  the  testator,  after  provid- 
ing a  competency  for  his  son  and  sole  heir 
at  law,  directed  that  the  remainder  of  his 
estate  (specifically  describing  same)  shall 
be  devoted  to  a  worthy  perpetual  charity  by 

Headnotes  by  Fisk,  J. 


the  establishment  in  his  native  eoniitry,  tin 
Kingdom  of  Sweden,  of  a  children'!  hoot 
'for  the  reception,  care,  nurture,  succor. 
and  support  of  the  destitute  children,"  ud 
directing  that  such  home,  when  esUblislud, 
shall  be  under  the  charge  and  custody  of  the 
proper  officers  in  Torrskog  socken' h&Tini; 
the  proper  supervision  of  the  poor.  To  such 
end  he  directed  his  executor  to  sell  the  reil 
property  described  "at  such  time  or  time* 
after  my  death  as  in  his  best  judgment  will 
bring  the  most  money  into  his  ^ds,  but, 
in  any  event,  not  later  than  five  years  liter 
my  death,  unless  such  period  be  extended 
by  order  of  the  county  court."  Then  follow 
certain  recommendations  to  his  executor 
that  he  arrange  with  proper  authorities  of 
Torrskog  socken  for  the  contribution  by  such 
Bocken  of  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  one  htU 
the  cost  of  establishing  and  maintaining 
such  home,  if  possible,  and  that  the  sen- 
ices  of  such  authorities  and  ofBcers  in  and 
about  the  control  and  management  of  the 
home  shall  forever  be  free  of  charge  aa  far 
as  the  fund  therein  created  is  concerned. 
Then  follows  the  following: 

"I  desire  that,  in  case  any  of  the  mtttcn 
of  detail  herein  set  forth  cannot,  either  by 
reason  of  lack  of  legal  authority  or  because 
of  conflict  with  any  law  or  for  any  cause, 
be  carried  out  as  herein  expressed,  it  shall 
be  understood  that  my  directions  herein 
are  merely  recommendations,  and  that  the 
same  shall  not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  main  object  of  tbii 
bequest,  to  wit,  the  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  poor  children  in  Taskog  Sogi 
aforesaid. 

"Inasmuch  as  it  is  impossible  for  me  f). 
even  generally,  direct  the  carrying  out  of  t'-ie 
intent  of  this  bequest,  it  is  necessary  thit 
a  great  latitude  be  left  to  my  executor  in 
the  accomplishment  of  my  main  object;  and 
having  full  confidence  in  him,  both  aa  to  his 
ability    and    integrity,    I    willingly    leave 


Note.  —  Allowing  period  for  conversion 
of  property  aa  violation  of  mle 
against  perpetuities  or  aunpension  of 
power  of  alienation. 

Upon  the  question,  allowing  specified  pe- 
riod for  election  to  take  under  devise  or  be- 
quest as  a  violation  of  the  rule  against  per- 
petuities or  suspension  of  the  power  of 
alienation,  see  note  to  Re  Rong,  post,  825. 

As  to  limitation  of  estate  upon  probate  of 
will  as  a  violation  of  the  rule  against  per- 
petuitieD,  see  note  to  Johnson  v  Preston,  10 
L.R.A.(N.S.)   664. 

The  cases  generally  hold  that  the  rale 
against  perpetuities  is  not  violated  by  the 
power  given  to  a  trustee  to  use  his  discre- 
tion as  to  the  time  within  which  he  may 
make  a  sale  of  the  real  estate. 

Thus,  in  Hart  v.  Seymour,  147  111.  698, 
35  N.  E.  246,  where  the  time  of  sale  pf 
land  was  left  wholly  in  the  discretion  of 
trustees,  the  court  said:  "Where  there  are 
persons  in  being  at  the  creation  of  an  es- 
tate, capable  of  conveying  an  immediate  and 
absolute  estate  in  fee  in  possession,  there  is 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


no  suspension  of  the  power  of  alienation, 
and  no  question  as  to  perpetuities  can 
arise." 

So,  in  Hope  v.  Brewer,  136  N.  Y.  126.  18 
L.R.A.  458,  32  N.  E.  658,  it  was  held  that 
an  unlawful  perpetuity  is  not  created  by  a 
provision  that  executors  shall  sell  all  the 
real  estate  as  soon  as  may  be  conveniently 
done  after  the  testator's  death.  The  court 
said:  "It  was  within  the  legal  power  of 
the  executors  to  convert  the  whole  estate 
into  money  the  day  after  their  appointment 
and  qualification,  and  to  pay  over  the  re- 
siduary fund  to  the  foreign  trustees,  and 
this  fact  would  seem  to  constitute  a  suf- 
ficient answer  to  tho  contention  that  the 
absolute  ownership  was  suspended  by  rea- 
son of  any  power  or  duty  conferred  upon  the 
executors." 

And  where  the  executor  can  sell  and  con- 
vey the  land  at  any  time,  the  power  of  sale 
is  not  suspended  by  any  discretion,  as  to 
the  time  of  such  sale,  which  mav  be  given. 
Fitz  Gerald  v.  Big  Rapids,  123 'Mich.  281, 
82  N.  W.  56. 

So,  a  devi!>e  of  real  estate  to  executors  in 
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every  matter  of  judgment  and  discretion  en- 
tirely to  him,  and,  in  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  this  bequest,  I  grant  to  him  the 
fullest  powers  conformable  to  law,  the  same 
as  if  such  matter  were  specifically  men- 
tioned and  he  thereunto  especially  empow- 
ered." 

Held:  (1)  That  the  direction  to  sell  the 
real  proper^  described  operated  to  convert 
the  aame  into  personalty.  (2)  That  the 
mere  creation  of  the  trust  therein  mentioned 
does  not,  ipso  facto,  suajicnd  the  power  of 
alienation.  That  such  power  of  alienation 
is  only  suspended  by  such  a  trust,  where 
a  trust  term  is  created,  either  expressly  or ! 
by  implication,  during  the  existence  of 
which  a  sale  by  the  trustee  would  be  in 
contravention  of  the  trust.  Where  the  trus- 
tee is  empowered  to  sell  the  land,  without 
restriction  as  to  time,  the  power  of  aliena- 
tion is  not  suspended,  although  tne  aliena- 
tion in  fact  may  be  postponed  by  the  non- 
action of  the  trustee,  or  in  consequence  of  a 
discretion  reposed  in  him  by  the  creator  of 
the   trust. 

The  statute  of  perpetuities  is  pointed  on- 
ly to  the  suspension  of  the  power  of  aliena- 
tion, and  not  at  all  to  the  time  of  its  actual 
exercise. 

The  statute  against  perpetuities  is  not 
▼iolated  by  directions  in  the  will  which  may 
involve  some  delay  in  the  actual  conver- 
sion of  the  property,  arising  from  any 
cause;  nor  does  the  fact  that  the  trustee 
is  vested  with  a  discretion  to  delay  the 
sale  of  the  real  estate,  not  exceeding  a  cer- 
tain period  mentioned,  involve  an  unlawful 
suspension  of  the  power  of  alienation. 

Charitable  trust  —  construction. 

2.  Charitable  trusts,  which  is  the  charac- 
ter of  the  trust  in  the  case  at  bar,  are  high- 
ly favored,  and  a  liberal  construction  will 
be  adopted  in  order  to  render  them  effectual. 


Same  —  conditions  iireccdent  ^  recom- 
mendations. 

3.  The  provisions  of  the  bequest  directing 
the  executor  to  make  certain  arrangements, 
if  possible,  with  the  authorities  in  Torrskog 
socken  regarding  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  such  home,  are  construed  as 
mere  recommendations  of  the  testator,  and 
not  as  conditions  precedent  to  the  carrying 
out  of  such  bequest. 

Same  —  deflniteness  —  power  of  testator 
—  discretion  of  trustee. 

4.  The  provisions  of  the  will  relating  to 
such  charitable  bequests  are  not  too  vague, 
indefinite,  and  uncertain  to  be  legally  en- 
forceable. The  owner  of  property  may  do 
as  he  pleases  with  it,  provided  the  dis- 
position be  not  to  unlawful  purposes,  and 
what  he  may  do  himself  he  may  do  by  agent 
while  living,  or  by  his  executor  after  death. 
It  is,  accordingly,  held  that  the  testator 
had  a  legal  right  to  vest  in  his  executor  the 
widest  possible  latitude  for  the  exercise  of 
his  judgment  in  carrying  out  such  bequest. 
The  provi!<ions  of  the  will,  which  it  is  con- 
tended render  the  same  indefinite  and  uncer- 
tain, are,  as  above  stated,  merely  recom- 
mendations, and  not  conditions  precedent. 
Furthermore,  the  record  discloses  that  the 
municipality  known  as  "Torrskog  socken" 
is  ready  and  willing  to  accept  and  carry  out 
the  terms  of  the  trust,  and,  in  any  event, 
these  are  questions  which  do  not  affect  the 
validity  of  the  bequest. 

Same  —trustee  —  deslgrnation  of  ^  cer- 
tainty. 

5.  The  fact  that  the  will  fails  to  express- 
ly designate  a  trustee  by  name  to  hold  such 
fund  and  to  administer  the  trust  does  not 
operate  to  defeat  the  trust,  when,  by  the 
language  of  the  will,  aided  by  extrinsic  evi- 
dence for  the  purpose  of  identification,  it 
can  be  determined  whom  the  testator  intend- 


trust  to  sell  as  soon  as  in  their  judgment 
the  same  can  be  sold  for  a  reasonable  price 
does  not  suspend  the  power  of  alienation, 
Atwater  t.  Russell,  49  Minn.  22,  61  K.  W. 
624. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  several 
cases  cited  and  set  forth  in  Re  Sacbison. 

The  leading  New  York  case  of  Robert  v. 
Corning,  89  N.  Y.  226,  which  is  suflicicntly 
set  out  in  Re  Sacrison,  is  cited  with  ap- 
proval and  followed  in  Deegan  v.  Wade,  144 
N.  Y.  673,  39  N.  E.  692;  Chanler  v.  New 
York  Elev.  R.  Co.  34  App.  Div.  305,  64  N. 
Y.  Supp.  341,  and  Keyser  v.  Mead,  53  Misc. 
114.  103  N.  Y.  Supp.  lODl. 

The  same  general  rule  is  followed,  or  at 
least  recognized,  in  a  number  of  other  cases. 
Cresson  v.  Ferree,  70  Pa.  446;  Myer's  Es- 
tate, 11  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  194. 

A  few  other  cases  may  be  cited  which  pre- 
sent somewhat  the  same  question. 

Tlius,  a  direction  to  trustees  to  invest  for 
a  term  of  ten  years  "or  more,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  my  said  executors"  was  held  in 
Duggan  v.  Slocum,  83  Fed.  244,  not  to  vio- 
late the  rule  against  perpetuities,  as  the 
trustees  might  apply  the  fund  to  the  desig- 
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nated  use  at  any  time  after  the  ten  years, 
and,  if  they  refused  to  do  so  after  a  reason- 
able time,  could  be  compelled  to  so  apply  it. 

And  a  direction  to  trustees  to  pay  and 
transfer  a  fund  at  the  expiration  of  three 
years  after  the  death  of  the  testator's  wid- 
ow, or  at  such  time  earlier  or  later,  as  they 
might  find  it  expedient  and  practical  for  the 
settlement  and  distribution  of  the  estate, 
was  held  in  Brandenburg  v.  Thorndike,  130 
Mass.  102,  28  N.  E.  575,  not  to  be  void  for 
remoteness. 

So,  a  direction  by  the  testator  that  his 
trustee,  "after  the  death"  of  certain  life 
beneficiaries,  should  apply  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  certain  other  trustees  who,  m  con- 
junction with  himself,  should  receive  all  the 
residue  of  the  estate,  was  held  in  Wentworth 
V.  Fernald,  02  Me.  282,  46  Atl.  550,  not  to 
violate  the  rule  against  perpetuities. 

In  Holmes  v.  Walter,  118  Wis.  409,  62 
Ii.R.A.  986,  95  N.  W.  380,  it  was  held  that 
the  law  prohibiting  the  suspension  of  the 
absolute  power  of  alienation  does  not  apply 
to  realty  where  the  trustee  has  absolute 
power  to  sell  the  same. 
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ed.  The  fundamental  maxim  applies  that, 
"That  is  certain,  which  is  capable  of  being 
made  certain." 

Held,  construing  the  will  in  the  light  of 
the  foregoing  rule,  that  the  testator  mani- 
festly intended  to  designate  as  trustees  of 
his  fund  such  officers  and  their  successors  in 
office  as  have,  unden  the  laws  of  Sweden, 
supervision  of  the  poor  in  Torrskog  socken. 
Whether  such  designation  operates  in  law 
as  a  designation  of  the  municipality  of 
Torrskog  socken  aa  such  trustee,  not  de- 
termined. 
Same  —  in  foreign  country  ^  refusal  to 

act  ^  presumptions. 

6.  Where  a  charitable  bequest  is  made  to 
trustees  in  a  foreign  country,  the  court 
will  not  assume  that,  should  such  trustees 
refuse  to  act,  a  foreign  court  will  permit 
the  trust  to  fail,  and  will  assume  that  it 
will  appoint  a  trustee.  The  general  rule  is 
that  a  trust  shall  never  fail  for  the  want  of 
a  trustee. 

Same  —  title  before  conversion. 

7.  Until  the  real  property  is  actually  con- 
verted into  money  by  the  exercise  of  the 
power  in  trust  conferred  upon  the  executor, 
the  le^l  title  thereto  rests  in  the  executor 
as  trustee  by  necessary  implication,  or  in 
the  heir  at  law  for  want  of  the  designation 
of  a  trustee  in  the  will.  If  in  the  latter,  it 
is  not  by  virtue  of  the  will,  but  by  operation 
of  law  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the 
testator  to  designate  such  trustee  in  his 
will. 

Same  —  execution  —  participation   of 
heir  —  necessity  for. 

8.  Such  will  confers  upon  the  executor  a 
power  in  trust  to  sell  and  convert  such  real 
property  into  money,  and  such  power  may 
be  executed  without  any  act  on  the  part  of 
the  heir,  even  though  he  be  held,  by  opera- 
tion of  law,  to  be  the  trustee  of  the  legal 
title  to  these  lands. 

Same  —  beneficiaries  —  certainty  as  to 
—  designation  by  trustee. 

9.  Construing  the  language  of  the  will, 
held,  that  such  will  is  not  void  for  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  beneficiaries.  The  intention 
of  the  testator  apparently  was  to  restrict 
such  charity  to  the  poor  and  destitute  chil- 
dren in  Torrskog  socken,  and  the  class  of 
persons  intended  as  the  objects  of  his  boun- 
ty is  sufficiently  designated.  The  general 
class  designated  may  or  may  not  include  the 
pauper  poor.  This  was  a  matter  which  he 
had  a  legal  right  to  and  did  impliedly  dele- 
gate to  the-  trustees  of  the  fund  to  be  ad- 
ministered; such  trustees  being  impliedly 
clothed  with  the  incidental  power  to  select 
the  individuals,  within  the  general  class, 
who  are  to  partake  of  his  bounty. 

(November  10,  1900.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  fr^m  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  foi  Richland  Coun- 
ty affirming  a  judgment  of  the  county  court 
(  admitting  to  probate  the  will  of  John  Sacri- 
Ron,  deceased.    Affirmed. 
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Statement  by  Fisk,  J.: 

Action  by  Halvor  J.  Hagen  against  Severin 
Sacrison  involving  the  construction  of  item 
7  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  one  John 
Sacrison,  deceased.  By  this  appeal  the  con- 
clusions of  law  of  the  district  court  arc 
alone  challenged,  there  being  no  dispute  as 
to  the  facts.  The  findings  of  fact  of  that 
court,  so  far  as  here  material,  together  with 
its  conclusions  of  law,  are  as  follows: 

"{!)  That  John  Sacrison  died  on  or  about 
the  25th  day  of  November,  1905,  in  Richland 
county.  North  Dakota,  and  was,  at  the  time 
of  bis  death,  a  resident  of  said  Richland 
county.  That  he  left  a  last  will  and  teHa- 
ment,  which  was,  with  the  petition  men- 
tioned in  findings  of  fact  No.  2,  presented  to 
and  filed  in  the  county  court  of  Richland 
county  and  is  a  record  therein.  That  at  the 
time  of  his  death  said  testator  owned  estate, 
both  real  and  personal,  within  the  state  of 
North  Dakota  and  in  the  said  county  of 
Richland.  That  in  said  will  the  petitioner, 
Halvor  J.  Hagen,  was  named  as  sole  ex- 
ecutor. That  said  testator  left  no  wife  and 
only  one  child,  to  wit,  the  respondent, 
Severin  Sacrison,  his  son. 

"(2)  On  December  1,  1905,  the  petitioner, 
Halvor  J.  Hagen,  duly  presented  and  filed  in 
the  county  court  of  Richland  county  a  peti- 
tion for  the  probate  of  the  will  of  said  John 
Sacrison,  deceased,  which  will  (omitting  the 
first  four  items  thereof,  which  provide  for 
the  payment  of  his  debts  and  funeral  ex- 
penses and  a  liberal  allowance  to  his  only 
son  and  sole  heir,  Severin  Sacrison),  is  as 
follows: 

"  'Item  5.  I  nominate  and  appoint  my 
friend  and  business  adviser  of  many  years' 
standing,  Halvor  J.  Hagen,  .  .  .  sole 
executor  of  this  will,  granting  unto  him  full 
power  to  do  any  and  all  lawful  acts  herein 
enjoined  upon  or  recommended  to  him,  and 
especially  to  make  any  and  all  conveyances 
of  lands  or  transfers  of  property  which 
may  be  necessary  or  advisable  to  enable 
him  to  fully  and  effectually  carry  out  the 
intent  of  this  will,  and  particularly  the 
provisions  which  are  to  follow.  That  there 
may  be  no  misunderstanding  or  misinterpre- 
tation of  the  provisions  which  follow  and 
of  the  confidence  reposed  by  me  in  my  said 
executor,  I  desire  to  state  that  my  said  ex- 
ecutor has,  for  many  years,  been  and  now 
is,  my  chosen  business  adviser  and  manager, 
who  has  had  a  very  large  share  in  the  care 
and  management  of  my  property  and  inter- 
ests and  to  whose  business  judgment  I  am 
greatly  indebted;  and  as  I  have  confided  in 
him  fully  during  my  lifetime  and  have  found 
my  confidence  well  founded  and  merited  I 
have  no  hesitation  whatever  about  reposing 
like  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  ability 
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writh   reference   to   my   property   after   my 
death.    .     .    . 

"  'Item  6.  Having  provided  my  son  and  on- 
ly heir  a  competency  herein;  having  all  my 
life -long  lived  frugally  and  labored  hard  in 
the  acquirement  of  my  property,  and  feeling 
certain  that  the  mantle  of  true  charity  cov- 
er«th  a  multitude  of  shortcomings,  it  is  my 
'will  and  earnest  desire  that  the  remainder 
of  my  estate  hereinafter  specifically  de- 
scribed shall  be  devoted  to  a  worthy  charity 
as  hereinafter  specified.  To  that  end,  there- 
fore, I  will  and  direct  that  .ill  my  remain- 
ing lands  [describing  the  same]  shall  be, 
by  my  executor,  sold  at  such  lime  or  times 
after  my  death  as  in  his  beat  judgment  will 
bring  the  most  money  into  his  hands,  but 
in  any  event  not  later  than  five  years  after 
my  death,  unless  such  period  be  extended 
by  order  of  the  county  court  of  said  Rich- 
land county,  and  the  fund  arising  from  such 
sale  of  such  lands,  together  with  its  earn- 
ings, if  any,  during  said  time,  shall  by  my 
said  executor  be  devoted  to  charity  as  near- 
ly as  may  be  in  the  following  manner,  to 
wit:  I  desire  that  there  shall  be  founded, 
established,  and  maintained  in  my  native 
county  or  district,  known  as  Taskog  Sogn 
Darsland,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden,  a  chil- 
dren's home  for  the  reception,  care,  nurture, 
succor,  and  support  of  the  destitute  children 
of  that  vicinity,  and  that  such  children's 
home,  when  so  established,  shall  be  under 
the  charge  and  custody  of  the  proper  officers 
of  such  district  of  Sogn  ii&ring  the  proper 
supervision  of  the  poor,  but  whose  oiBeial 
designation  is  not  known  to  me  at  this  time, 
the  selection  of  such  officers  being  left  to 
my  executor  to  be  selected  and  designated 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Sweden.  That  this  object  may  be  accom- 
plished I  will  and  direct  that  my  said  ex- 
ecutor shall  use  such  part  or  portion  of  the 
funds  arising  as  aforesaid  as  he  may  deem 
reasonably  necessary  for  the  establishment 
of  such  children's  home,  and  that  the  re- 
mainder of  such  fund  shall  be  by  him  turned 
over  to  the  proper  officers  aforesaid  to  be  by 
them  safely  invested  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden,  the  inter- 
est and  income  therefrom  to  be  used  by 
such  officers  for  the  support  and  mainte- 
nance of  such  children's  home.  It  is  my 
desire  that  my  executor  arrange  with  the 
proper  authorities  of  said  Taskog  Sogn  that, 
in  the  establishment  of  said  children's  home, 
said  Taskog  Sogn  shall  contribute  a  sum  of 
money  equal  to  one  half  the  necessary  cost 
of  such  establishment;  that  my  said  execu- 
tor contribute  from  said  fund  the  other  half 
of  such  cost,  and  that,  if  possible,  my  said 
executor  arrange  with  such  authorities  that 
for  the  maintenance  of  such  children's  home 
they  will  provide  a  permanent  fund  or  in- 
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come  sufficient  to  properly  maintain  the 
same  with  the  income  from  the  balance  of 
the  fund  hereby  created  and  to  be  devoted 
to  such  purpose.  It  is  also  my  desire  that 
my  said  executor  so  Arrange  with  such  au- 
thorities and  officers  that  their  services  in 
and  about  the  control  and  management  of 
such  children's  home  shall  forever  be  free 
of  charge  as  far  as  the  fund  hereby  created 
may  be  concerned.  I  desire  that,  in  case 
any  of  the  matters  of  detail  herein  set  forth 
cannot,  either  by  reason  of  lack  of  legal 
authority  or  because  of  conflict  with  any 
law,  or  for  any  cause,  be  carried  out  as 
herein  expressed,  it  shall  be  understood  that 
my  directions  herein  are  merely  recommen- 
dations, and  that  the  same  shall  not  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  accomplishment  of  the 
main  object  of  this  bequest,  to  wit,  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  poor 
children  in  Task'og  Sogn  aforesaid.  Inas- 
much as  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  even 
generally  direct  the  carrying  out  of  the  in- 
tent of  this  bequest,  it  is  necessary  that  a 
great  latitude  be  left  to  my  executor  in  the 
accomplishments  of  my  main  object;  and 
having  full  confidence  in  him,  both  as  to  his 
ability  and  integrity,  I  willingly  leave  every 
matter  of  judgment  and  discretion  entirely 
to  him,  and  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
this  bequest  I  grant  to  him  the  fullest  pow- 
ers conformable  to  law  the  same  as  if  such 
matter  were  specifically  mentioned  and  ha 
thereunder  especially  empowered. 

"  'Item  7.  In  case  of  the  failure  of  the 
bequest  herein  made  to  my  son  Severin,  by 
'  'eason  of  his  death,  without  issue,  prior  to 
my  death,  then  the  property  devised  to 
him,  both  real  and  personal,  shall  be  also 
included  in  the  bequest  made  in  item  6  here- 
in and  be  administered  according  to  such 
bequest. 

"  'Dated  this  9th  day  of  October,  1905.  • 
John  Sacrison.' 

"(Duly  attested.) 

"After  due  notice  according  to  law,  and 
upon  a  hearing  duly  held  in  said  county 
court  on  January  9,  1906,  ...  an  or- 
der and  decree  of  the  county  court  was  duly 
made  and  entered,  establishing  said  will  as 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  said  John 
Sacrison,  admitting  the  same  to  probate, 
and  appointing  the  petitioner,  Halvor  J. 
Hagen,  sole  executor  of  said  will.  That 
thereupon  letters  testamentary  were  duly 
issued  out  of  said  county  court  to  the  said 
Halvor  J.  Hagen  as  executor  of  said  will, 
and  the  said  executor  thereupon  qualified 
and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
as  such  executor,  and  has  not  been  suspend- 
ed or  removed,  but  is  in  full  execution  of 
his  said  trust. 

"(3)  That  within  the  statutory  period 
after  the  entry  of  said  decree,    ,    .    .    th« 
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respondent,  Severin  Sacrison,  appealed  to 
this  court  from  the  whole  of  said  decree. 
That  thereafter  said  appeal  from  said  de- 
cree vras  dismissed  by  this  court  upon  the 
stipulation  of  the  parties  thereto,  and  judg- 
ment of  dismissal  was  entered  in  this  court, 
and  the  record  on  said  appeal  was  thereup- 
on returned  to  the  county  court  of  said 
Richland  county.  Thereafter,  and  on  Hay 
12,  1906,  the  parties  entered  into  and  filed 
in  the  county  court  a  stipulation  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  'It  is  stipulated  and  agreed 
by  and  between  the  parties  to  the  above- 
entitled  cause:  That,  whereas,  a  motion 
has  been  made  in  the  above-entitled  court 
for  an  order  vacating  and  setting  aside  the 
decree  heretofore  entered  herein  on  January 
9,  1906,  admitting  to  probate  a  document 
purporting  to  be  the  last  will  and  testament 
of  one  John  Sacrison,  deceased;  and,  where- 
as, it  is  the  desire  of  all  parties  interested 
in  the  estate  of  said  John  Sacrison,  deceased, 
both  as  heirs  at  law  and  beneficiaries  of 
said  will,  that  a  judicial  construction  shall 
be  had  determining  the  sufficiency,  validity, 
legal  effect,  and  binding  force  of  the  provi- 
sions contained  in  paragraphs  numbered 
items  6  and  7  of  said  will;  and,  whereas, 
the  proceeding  by  said  motion  and  upon  peti- 
tion as  provided  by  law  to  vacate  said  decree 
and  order,  and  to  test  the  validity  of  said 
portion  of  said  will,  would  involve  a  large 
expense:  Now  therefore  it  is  stipulated 
that  the  portion  of  said  last  will  and  testa- 
ment in  paragraphs  numbered  items  6  and 
7  shall  be  submitted  to  said  county  court 
for  construction  as  to  the  sufficiency,  valid- 
ity, legal  effect,  and  binding  force  thereof, 
and  that  such  submission  shall  be  made  at  a 
time  agreed  upon  between  the  parties,  or 
upon  five  days'  notice  by  either  party,  ,or  at 
a  time  to  be  fixed  by  order  of  said  court, 
and  that  either  party  interested  may  take 
such  testimony  as  may  be  necessary  with 
reference  to  the  issues  so  to  be  submitted, 
and  that  such  submission  shall  have  the 
same  force  and  effect  as  if  the  same  had 
been  done  upon  the  offering  of  said  will  for 
probate,  and  that  all  objections  on  Ihe  part 
of  the  petitioner  in  the  proceeding  for  the 
probate  of  said  will,  and  on  the  part  of  the 
executor  of  said  will,  to  such  submission 
and  construction  by  the  court,  which  go  to 
the  fact  that  such  submission  and  construc- 
tion are  made  after  the  entry  of  the  decree 
and  order  admitting  said  will  to  probate,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  expressly  waived; 
and  if  it  be  found,  as  matter  of  law,  that 
such  submission  and  construction  cannot  be 
had  without  opening  and  vacating  the  de- 
cree of  said  court  in  so  far  as  the  same  re- 
fers and  relates  to  said  items  6  and  7  of 
said  will,  then  the  same  shall  be  deemed 
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vacated  and  opened  to  that  extent  and  to 
that  extent  only.' 

"(4)  It  was  stipulated  between  the  par- 
ties, and  I  find  it  to  be  a  fact,  that  Tom- 
kog  socken,  in  Darsland,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Sweden,  was  the  birthplace  of  the  testator, 
John  Sacrison,  and  that  he  was  a  ToAin 
thereof. 

"(6)  That  under  the  Ck>n8titution  of  the 
laws  of  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden  a  socken 
is  a  territorial  municipality  of  the  King- 
dom of  Sweden,  and  that  Torrskog  aoekeo 
aforesaid  is  such  a  territorial  municipality 
of  said  Kingdom  of  Sweden,  corresponding 
on  a  small  scale  to  a  county  in  the  state  of 
North  Dakota,  and  that  all  soekens  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Sweden,  including  Torrskog 
socken,  have  constantly  in  office  competent 
persons  whose  official  duty  it  is  to  have  su- 
pervision, charge,  custody,  and  control  of  the 
poor  of  such  soekens  and  of  the  poor  funds 
of  such  soekens;  such  officers  being  com- 
monly known  and  designated  as  'poor  war- 
dens,' or  'wardens  of  the  poor.'  That  in 
the  municipality  of  Torrskog  sockea  the 
municipal  officers  who  are  known  and  des- 
ignated as  the  'kommunalnamd'  of  sad 
wardens  of  the  poor,  have  supervision, 
charge,  custody,  and  control  of  the  poor  of 
such  soekens,  and  the  poor  funds  thereof. 
That  there  were  at  the  time  of  making  said 
will  and  at  the  date  of  the  death  of  said 
testator,  and  are  at  this  time,  such  poor 
wardens  in  office  in  Torrskog  socken  afore- 
said. 

"(6)  That  under  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden  the  munic- 
ipality of  Torrskog  socken  has  legal  power 
and  authority  to  take,  receive,  and  adminis- 
ter personal  property  upon  trust  to  the  use, 
benefit,  and  behoof  of  the  poor  children 
within  said  socken.  That  thei;e  were  at  the 
date  of  said  will  and  at  the  date  of  the 
death  of  said  testator,  and  that  there  are 
now,  in  said  Torrskog  socken,  poor  and 
destitute  children. 

"(7)  That  the  word  'Taskog,'  as  used  in 
the  testator's  will,  is  commonly  pronoaneed 
by  Swedes  and  those  familiar  with  the  Swe 
dish  language,  Tawskog.'  That  the  word 
'Sogn,'  as  used  by  the  testator  in  said  will, 
is  the  Norwegian  form  of  the  word  'socken.' 
and  is  ordinarily,  by  Norwegians  and  those 
familiar  with  the  Norwegian  language,  pro- 
nounced 'soggon.'  That  the  name  'Dalsland,' 
in  the  spoken  language  of  the  common  peo- 
ple of  Sweden  and  Norway  and  persons 
familiar  with  the  language  spoken  by  such 
common  people,  ia  commonly  pronounced 
'Darsland.' 

"(8)  That  there  is  no  place,  community, 
or  municipality  in  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden 
known  officially  by  the  title  'Taskog  Sogn 
Darsland.' 
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"(9)  That  under  the  laws  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Sweden  a  citizen  of  that  Kingdom  who 
has  a  wife  or  child  living  at  the  time  of  his 
death  can  only  devise  by  will  to  charity  an 
amount  equal  to  one  half  of  the  estate  of 
which  he  died  seised.  That  the  fund  de- 
vised hy  the  testator  in  this  case  under  item 
6  of  said  will  is  of  a  greater  value  than  the 
one  half  of  the  estate  of  which  he  died 
seised. 

"(10)  That  the  respondent  Gunhild  Gnn- 
derson,  who  has  not  appealed  from  the  de- 
cree of  said  county  court  herein,  neither  has 
nor  claims  any  rights  or  benefits  under  the 
will  of  the  testator  at  this  time. 

"From  the  foregoing  findings  of  fact,  the 
court  now  makes  and  files  the  following  con- 
clusions of  law: 

"(1)  That  by  the  making  of  the  will  and 
the  death  of  the  testator,  John  Sacrison,  the 
lands  mentioned  in  item  6  and  said  will  be- 
came in  equity  converted  into  money,  and 
that  therefore  the  bequest  mentioned  in 
said  item  6  of  said  will  is  a  bequest  of  per- 
sonal property  and  to  be  administered  as 
such. 

''(2)  That  the  power  of  alienation  of  said 
lands  is  not  by  said  will  suspended  for  any 
period  whatever. 

"(3)  That  the  beneficiaries  of  the  charity 
sought  to  be  established  by  said  will  are 
definite  and  certain,  to  wit,  the  poor  and 
destitute  children  of  Torrskog  socken  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Sweden,  for  whose  support, 
care,  and  maintenance  the  municipality  of 
Torrskog  socken  aforesaid  may  be  legally 
liable  and  chargeable  under  the  laws  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Sweden. 

"(4)  That  the  title  to  the  funds  arising 
and  to  arise  from  the  sale  of  the  lands  men- 
tioned in  item  6  of  said  will,  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  thereof,  vests  as  matter  of 
law  in  the  municipality  of  Torrskog  socken, 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden,  subject,  however, 
to  the  trust  created  by  said  will,  to  wit, 
that  the  income  thereof  shall  be  devoted  by 
■aid  municipality,  through  its  proper  officers, 
to  the  providing  of  a  home,  care,  nurture, 
succor,  and  support  of  the  destitute  children 
of  said  municipality. 

"(5)  I  find  as  matter  of  law  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  testator,  contained 
in  said  item  6  of  said  will  with  reference  to 
the  establishment  of  the  children's  home, 
as  provided  in  said  will,  is  reasonably  ca- 
pable of  being  carried  out  and  fulfilled  in 
accordance  with  the  true  meaning  and  in- 
tent of  said  will,  without  the  executor  of 
said  will  being  necessarily  compelled  to  in- 
vest any  portion  of  said  fund  in  the  real 
estate  in  the  said  Kingdom  of  Sweden;  and, 
'  further,  th.it  whether  the  said  municipality 
of  Torrskog  socken  shall  or  shall  not  see  fit 
to  ctnnply  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
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testator  with  reference  to  the  matters 
recommended  to  be  done  by  said  municipal- 
ity has  no  effect  on  the  validity  of  the  be- 
quest contained  in  said  item  6,  because,  as 
matter  of  law,  the  conditions  of  said  be- 
quest, according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  thereof,  will  be  fulfilled  without 
any  such  compliance  on  the  part  of  said 
municipality,  by  the  payment  over  by  the 
executor  of  said  will  of  the  said  fund  to 
the  proper  officers  of  said  Torrskog  socken, 
authorized  under  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden  to 
receive  the  same  on  behalf  of  said  socken  in 
trust  as  provided  in  said  will,  that  the 
same  be  invested  by  said  socken,  acting 
through  its  proper  officers,  and  the  income 
arising  therefrom  be  devoted  solely  to  the 
purt>o3e  of  the  trust  mentioned  in  said  item 
6  of  said  will." 

"(7)  I  find  further  as  matter  of  law  that 
the  bequest  set  forth  in  said  item  6  of  said 
will  is  a  valid  bequest  for  the  founding  of 
a  perpetual  charity,  which  bequest  is  in  all 
things  capable  of  enforcement  in  accord- 
ance with  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
said  will  and  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of 
the  state  of  North  Dakota  and  the  laws  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Sweden. 

"{^V^)  Not  more  than  one  half  of  the 
total  value  of  the  testator's  estate  can  \te 
distributed  under  the  provisions  of  item  6 
of  said  will,  and  in  case  the  funds  in  the 
hands  of  said  executor,  when  ready  for  dis- 
tribution, amount  to  more  than  one  half  of 
such  total  value  of  such  estate,  then  th« 
excess  over  and  above  such  one  half  of  such 
total  value  will  not  pass  by  said  item  6  of 
said  will,  but  will  be  and  remain  a  part  of 
the  general  estate  of  the  decedent  to  de- 
scend according  to  the  laws  of  this  state. 

"(8)  That  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  a 
judgment  and  decree  of  this  court  affirming 
in  all  things  the  judgment  of  the  county 
court  of  Richland  county,  entered  herein 
upon  the  22d  day  of  September,  1906,  es- 
tablishing said  will  of  John  Sacrison  as  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  said  John  Sacri- 
son and  as  valid  and  enforceable  in  all  its 
parts. 

"Let  judgment  be  entered  accordingly. 

"Dated  at  Lisbon,  the  2d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1907. 

"By  the  court:        Frank  P.  Allen, 

"Judge  of  the  District  Court." 

Thereafter,  and  on  January  17,  1908,  the 
appellant  caused  a  judgment  to  be  entered 
by  the  clerk  pursuant  to  the  findings,  con- 
clusions, and  order  above  mentioned;  the 
petitioner,  Halvor  J.  Hagen,  having  refused 
to  enter  any  formal  judgment  herein,  his 
counsel  taking  the  position  that  such  formal 
judgment  was  neither  necessary  nor  permis- 
sible. It  is  from  such  judgment,  and  not 
from  the  order  of  dale  December  2,  1907, 
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that  this  appeal  was  taken.  Respondent 
made  a  motion  in  this  court  to  dismiss  such 
appeal;  the  basis  of  his  motion  being  that 
there  is  no  warrant  in  law  for  the  entry 
of  such  judgment,  and  that  the  same  is 
void  upon  its  face,  and  his  position  bein;^ 
that  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  dis- 
trict court,  as  defined  by  statute,  does  not 
confer  on  that  court  power  to  enter  a  formal 
judgment,  and  that  the  findings  and  conclu- 
sions constitute  the  decision  of  that  tribu- 
nal from  which  an  appeal  must  be  taken, 
if  taken  at  all. 

Messrs.  W.  S.  Lauder  and  Ink  St  Wal- 
lace, for  appellant: 

The  power  of  sale  was  given  only  for  the 
purpose  of  the  trust,  and,  the  trust  bemg 
void,  the  power  of  sale  fails  with  it,  and  the 
property  descends  to  the  heirs  at  law  as 
realty. 

Jones  V.  Kelly,  63  App.  Div.  614,  72  N. 
y.  Supp.  24;  Harrington  v.  Pier,  105  Wis. 
485,  60  L.R.A.  307,  76  Am.  St.  Rep.  922,  82 
N.  W.  345;  McHugh  v.  McCole,  97  Wis.  166, 
40  L.R.A.  724,  72  N.  W.  631;  Ha  ward  v. 
Peavey,  128  111.  430,  15  Am.  St.  Rep.  120, 
21  N.  E.  503;  1  Williams,  Exrs.  &  Admra. 
663,  et  seq.;  Read  t.  Williams,  125  N.  Y. 
560,  21  Am.  St.  Rep.  748,  26  N.  E.  730; 
Parker  v.  Linden,  113  N.  Y.  28,  20  N.  E.  858, 
861;  Penfield  v.  Tower,  1  N.  D.  216,  46  N. 
W.  413. 

Item  6  of  the  will  is  void,  because  it  sus- 
pends the  power  of  alienation  of  the  prop- 
erty therein  described  for  a  period  which  is 
prohibited  by  the  laws  of  North  Dakota, 

State  T.  Holines,  115  Mich.  456,  73  N.  W. 
548;  Penfield  T.  Tower,  supra;  Moore  v. 
Moore,  47  Barb.  260;  Williams  v.  Lande,  74 
Hun,  425,  26  N.  Y.  Supp.  703;  Sawyer  v. 
Cubby,  73  Hun,  298,  26  N.  Y.  Supp.  426; 
Henderson  v.  Henderson,  46  Hun,  509;  Haw- 
ley  T.  James,  16  Wend.  61;  Hone  v.  Van 
Sehaick,  20  Wend.  564;  Garvey  v.  McDevitt, 
72  N.  Y.  556;  De  Wolf  v.  I^wson,  61  Wis. 
469,  50  Am.  Rep.  148,  21  N.  W.  615;  Booth 
V.  Baptist  Church,  126  N.  Y.  237,  28  N.  E. 
238;  Trowbridge  v.  Metcalf,  5  App.  Div. 
323,  39  N.  Y.  Supp.  241;  People  v.  Simon- 
son,  126  N.  Y.  299,  27  N.  E.  380;  Brandt 
V.  Brandt,  13  Misc.  433,  34  N.  Y.  Supp.  684; 
Haynes  v.  Sherman,  117  N.  Y.  433,  22  N.  E. 
938;  Staples  t.  Hawes,  39  App.  Div.  561, 
57  N.  Y.  Supp.  452;  Re  Rounds,  26  Misc. 
107,  54  N.  Y.  Supp.  710;  Rice  v.  Barrett, 
102  N.  Y.  161,  6  N.  E.  898;  Hagemeyer  v. 
Saulpaugh,  97  App.  Div.  535,  90  N.  Y.  Supp. 
228;  Phillips  v.  Heldt,  33  Ind.  App.  388,  71 
N.  E.  620;  Mcllvain  v.  Hockaday,  36  Tex. 
Civ.  App.  1,  81  S.  W.  64;  Gray,  Rule  against 
Perpetuities,  §  629;  Grahame  v.  Whitridge, 
99  Md.  290,  66  L.R.A.  413,  57  Atl.  609,  58 
Atl.  36;  Cruikshank  v.  Home  for  the 
aO  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Friendless,  113  N.  Y.  337,  4  L.RA.  140.  21 
N.  E.  64;  Casgrain  v.  Hammond,  134  Mich. 
419,  104  Am.  St.  Rep.  610,  96  N.  W.  510; 
22  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  707;  Andrews 
V.  Lincoln,  95  Me.  541,  56  L.R.A.  103,  50 
Atl.  898;  Pulitzer  v.  Livingston,  89  Me.  359, 
36  Atl.  635;  Herzog  v.  Title  Guarantee  & 
T.  Co.  177  N.  Y.  86,  67  L.R.A.  146,  69  N. 
E.  283;  28  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  934; 
Thompson  v.  Peake,  38  S.  C.  440,  17  8.  E. 
45;  Parker  v.  Converse,  5  Gray,  336;  El- 
dredge  V.  Greene,  17  R.  I.  17,  19  Atl.  1085; 
Baldwin  v.  Baldwin,  76  Va.  346. 

A  perpetuity  cannot  be  created  by  the 
intervention  of  a  trust. 

Booth  V.  Baptist  Church,  126  N.  Y.  215. 
28  N.  E.  238;  Carroll  v.  East  St.  Louis,  67 
111.  568,  16  Am.  Rep.  632. 

Item  6  of  the  will  is  too  vague,  indefinite, 
and  uncertain  to  be  legally  enforceable. 

Tilden  v.  Green,  130  N.  Y.  29,  14  L.R.A. 
33,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  487,  28  N.  E.  880; 
Perry,  Tr.  6th  ed.  §§  723-728. 

The  trust  sought  to  be  created  is  void 
for  uncertainty  in  the  trustee. 

Kirk  V.  King,  3  Pa.  St.  436;  White  v. 
Howard,  46  N.  Y.  144;  M'Cord  v.  Ochiltree, 

8  Blackf.  15. 

The  will  is  void  for  uncertainty  in  the 
beneficiaries. 

Tilden  v.  Green,  130  N.  Y.  29,  14  LJt.A. 
33,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  487,  28  X.  E.  880;  Bow- 
man V.  Domestic  &  F.  Missionary  Soc.  42 
Misc.  574,  87  N.  Y.  Supp.  621;  Colbert  v. 
Speer,  24  App.  D.  C.  187;  Timberlake  v. 
Harris,  42  N.  C.  (7  Ired.  Eq.  188;  State 
use  of  Wiltbank  v.  Bates,  2  Harr.  (Del.) 
18;  Dashiell  v.  Atty.  Gen.  5  Harr,  &  J.  392, 

9  Am.  Dec.  672;  Hester  v.  Hester,  37  N.  C. 
(2  Ired.  Eq.)  330;  WTiite  v.  Fisk,  22  Conn. 
31;  Literary  Fund  v.  Dawson,  10  Leigh,  153; 
Moran  v.  Mornn,  104  Iowa,  216,  39  L.R..4. 
204,  65  Am.  St.  Rep.  443,  73  N.  W.  617; 
Rood,  Wills,  g  438;  Hciss  v.  Murphey,  40 
Wis.  276;  Troutman  v.  DeBoissiere  Odd 
Fellows'  Orphans'  Home,  66  Kan.  1,  5  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  704,  71  Pac.  287;  Shanahan  v.  Kellv, 
88  Minn.  202,  92  N.  W.  948;  Greene  "v. 
Dennis,  6  Conn.  293,  16  Am.  Dec.  58;  Phila- 
delphia Baptist  Asso.  v.  Hart,  4  Wheat.  1, 
4  L.  ed.  499;  Gallego  v.  Atty.  Gen.  3  Leigh, 
450,  24  Am,  Dec.  650;  Brooke  v.  Shacklett, 
13  Gratt.  301;  Seaburn  v.  Seabum,  16  Gratt. 
423;  Bible  Soc.  v.  Pendleton,  7  W.  Va.  79; 
Lane  v.  Eaton,  69  Minn.  141,  38  LJI.A.  669, 
66  Am.  St.  Rep.  569,  71  N.  W.  1031;  Mc- 
Hugh V.  McCole,  97  Wis.  166,  40  L.R_A.  724, 
72  N.  W.  631;  Conkling  v.  Roman  Catholic 
Orphan  Asylum,  166  N.  Y.  693,  69  N.  E. 
1120;  Hughes  v.  Daly,  ^9  Conn.  34;  Edwards 
V.  Woods,  131  N.  Y.  350,  30  N.  E.  237;  Tim- 
merman  V.  Dever,  52  Mich'.  36,  50  Ami  Rep. 
240,  17  N.  W.  230;  29  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  p.  1036;  Langley  v.  Barhstea^,  63  N. 
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H.  247;  Mock  t.  Mimcie,  9  Tnd.  App.  636, 
37  K.  E.  281;  Re  Hancock  Street,  18  Pa. 
31;  Foadick  t.  Hempstead,  125  X.  T.  581, 
11  LJI.A.  715,  26  N.  E.  801;  Fiske  v.  Paine, 
18  B.  L  632,  28  Atl.  1026,  29  Atl.  498;  Atty. 
Gen.  ▼.  Clarke,  1  AmbL  422;  Tyssen,  Chari- 
table Bequests,  p.  141;  EofTen's  Estate,  70 
Wis.  622,  36  N.  W.  407;  Howard  v.  Ameri- 
ean  Peace  Soc.  49  Me.  288;  Perry,  Tr.  6th 
ed.  S  698. 

The  absence  of  a  defined  beneficiary,  enti- 
tled to  enforce  its  execution,  is,  as  a  general 
rule,  a  fatal  objection  to  the  validity  of  a 
testamentary  trust. 

Dodge  T.  Pond,  23  N.Y.  69;  Beekman  v. 
Bonsor,  23  N.  Y.  677  Appx.;  Owens  v.  Mis- 
sionary Soc.  14  N.  Y.  380,  67  Am.  Dec.  160; 
Holland  v.  Alcoek,  108  N.  Y.  312,  2  Am.  St. 
Rep.  420,  16  N.  E.  305;  Oilman  v.  McArdle, 
99  N.  Y.  451,  52  Am.  Rep.  41,  2  N.  E.  464; 
Downing  v.  Marshall,  23  N.  Y.  366,  80  Am. 
Dec.  290;  Moran  v.  Moran,  104  Iowa,  216, 
39  L.R.A.  204,  65  Am.  St.  Rep.  443,  73  N. 
W.  617;  Levy  v.  Levy,  33  N.  Y.  97;  4  Kent, 
Com.  2d  ed.  305,  note  2. 

A  power  given  the  executor  to  select  the 
beneficiary  or  beneficiaries  does  not  obviate 
the  objection,  unless  the  persons  or  cor- 
poration from  whom  the  selection  is  to  be 
made  are  so  defined  and  limited  that  a  court 
of  equity  would  have  power  to  enforce  the 
execution  of  the  trust,  or,  in  default  of  a 
selection,  to  decree  an  equal  distribution 
among  all  the  beneficiaries. 

Downing  v.  Marshall,  23  N.  Y.  382,  80 
Am.  Dec.  290;  Holland  v.  Alcoek,  supra; 
Tilden  t.  Green,  supra;  Read  v.  Williams, 
125  K.  Y.  560,  21  Am.  St.  Rep.  748,  26 
N.  E.  730;  People  v.  Powers,  147  N.  Y.  104, 
36  L.3..A.  602,  41  N.  E.  432;  Grimes  v.  Har- 
mon, 35  Ind.  200,  0  Am.  Rep.  690;  Hope  v. 
Brewer,  136  N.  Y.  126,  18  LJIA..  458,  32 
N.  E.  658;  Erskine  v.  Whitehead,  84  Ind. 
357;  Adye  v.  Smith,  44  Conn.  60,  26  Am. 
Rep.  424;  Treat's  Appeal,  30  Conn.  116; 
White  V.  Fisk,  22  Conn.  31;  Fifleld  t,  Vaa 
Wyck,  94  Va.  557,  64  Am.  St.  Rep.  746,  27 
S.  E.  446;  Chamberlain  v.  Stearns,  111  Mass. 
267;  Gambell  v.  Trippe,  76  Md.  252,  16 
L.R.A.  236,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  388,  23  Atl. 
461;  Butler  v.  Greene,  16  N.  Y.  Supp.  888; 
Prichard  v.  Thompson,  95  N.  Y.  76,  47  Am. 
Rep.  9;  Goddard  v.  Pomeroy,  36  Barb.  547; 
I.ane  t.  Eaton,  supra;  Pack  v.  Shanklin,  43 
W.  Va.  304,  27  S.  E.  389;  Heiss  v.  Murphey 
and  Hoffen's  Estate,  supra;  Scott  v.  West, 
63  Wis.  565,  24  N.  W.  161,  25  N.  W.  18; 
Schell  V.  Merklee,  75  Hun,  74,  26  N.  Y. 
Supp.  1021 ;  People  v.  Powers,  147  N.  Y.  104, 
35  L.R.A.  502,  41  N.  E.  432;  Fuller's  Will, 
75  Wte.  431,  44  N.  W.  304;  Lepage  v.  Mc- 
Namara,  6  Iowa,  124. 

The  testator  must  devise  his  own  scheme, 
and  not  impose  upon  the  judicial  tribunals 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  burden  of  consummating  it  for  him, 
otherwise  than  by  decreeing  the  execution 
of  what  he  has  definitely  and  lawfully  or- 
dained. 

Bascom  v.  Albertson,  34  N.  Y.  594 ;  Beek- 
man V.  Bonsor,  23  N.  Y.  306,  80  Am.  Dec. 
269. 

A  conveyance  to  an  unincorporated  asso- 
ciation is  void  at  law,  for  want  of  a  grantee 
capable  of  taking. 

Kirk  V.  King,  and  White  v.  Howard,  su- 
pra; Brewster  v.  McCall,  15  Conn.  274; 
Greene  v.  Dennis,  supra;  State  use  of 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  v.  Warren,  28 
Md.  338;  Lane  v.  Eaton,  supra. 

The  doctrine  of  cy  pris  does  not  obtain. 

Fontain  v.  Ravenel,  17  How.  369,  15  L. 
ed.  80;  Philadelphia  Baptist  Asso.  v.  Hart, 
4  Wheat.  1,  4  L.  ed.  409;  M'Cord  v.  Ochil- 
tree, 8  B|ackf.  16;  Beekman  v.  Bonsor,  23 
N.  Y.  298,  80  Am.  Dec.  269;  Thomson  v. 
Norris,  20  N.  J.  Eq.  489;  Lepage  v.  Mc- 
Namara,  supra;  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Utica  Ins.  Co. 
2  Johns.  Ch.  386;  Tilden  v.  Green  and  Hof- 
fen's Estate,  supra. 

Mr.  James  A.  Jackson,  with  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Wolfe,  for  respondent: 

If  the  trust  be  valid  and  enforceable, 
there  can  be  no  question  about  the  equitable 
conversion  of  the  land  into  money. 

Penfield  v.  Tower,  1  N.  D.  216,  46  N.  W. 
413;  Rankin  v.  Rankin,  36  III.  293,  87  Am. 
Dec.  205 ;  Baker  v.  Copenbarger,  15  111.  103. 
58  Am.  Dec.  600;  Downing  v.  Marshall,  23 
N.  Y.  300,  80  Am.  Dec.  290 ;  Fletcher  v.  Ash- 
burner,  1  White  &  T.  Lead.  Cas.  in  Eq.  6th 
ed.  p.  968;  Snell,  Eq.  169. 

Charities  are  favored,  even  the  stem  rule 
against  perpetuities  being  relaxed  in  their 
favor. 

Ould  ▼.  Washington  Hospital,  95  U.  S. 
303,  24  L.  ed.  450. 

The  statute  against  perpetuities  has  no 
application,  for  the  reason  that  the  legal 
title  to  the  lands  themselves  is  vested  as 
matter  of  law  in  the  heir  at  law,  subject 
to  the  execution  of  the  trust,  and  the  power 
of  sale,  by  which  the  trust  is  to  be  executed 
and  the  legal  title  to  the  lands  conveyed  to 
some  one  else,  is  expressly  given  by  the  tes- 
tator, in  the  will,  to  the  executor. 

Baker  v.  Copenbarger  and  Downing  t. 
Marshall,  supra;  Duggan  v.  Slocum,  34  C. 
C.  A.  676,  63  U.  S.  App.  149,  92  Fed.  806. 

In  the  construction  of  a  will  the  primary 
object  is  to  discover  and  give  effect  to  the 
ultimate  intention  and  purpose  of  the  tes- 
tator; and  although  the  testator's  purpose 
must  be  expressed  in  a  manner  comformable 
to  the  rules  by  which  rights  of  property  are 
secured  and  established,  the  law  will  not 
suffer  his  intention  to  be  defeated  merely 
because  it  may  not  be  declared  with  com- 
pleteness or  technical  accuracy. 
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Skinner  v.  Harrison  Twp.  116  Ind.  139, 
2  L.R.A.  137,  18  N.  E.  529;  Van  Gorder  v. 
Smith,  99  Ind.  404;  Bell  County  v.  Alexan- 
der, 22  Tex.  350,  73  Am.  Dec.  268. 

A  bequest  of  the  income  of  personalty, 
without  limit  as'  to  time,  or  gift  over  that 
can  operate,  is  a  gift  of  the  principal, 
whether  the  gift  is  direct,  or  in  trust 
through  trustees,  or  by  way  of  annuity. 

Rood,  Wills,  No.  541,  p.  372;  Defreese  v. 
Lake,  32  L.R.A.  756,  notes;  Wellford  v. 
Snyder,  137  U.  S.  521,  34  L.  ed.  780,  11  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  183;  Durfee  v.  Pomeroy,  154  N.  Y. 
583,  49  N.  E.  132. 

A  bequest  to  "the  poor  of  a  county"  is 
a  gift  to  such  poor  of  the  county  as  are 
maintained  at  public  expense,  and  the  coun- 
ty court,  having  the  legal  custody  of  auch 
poor  and  being  their  legal  guardian,  is  a 
competent  trustee  to  administer  the  gift. 

Heuser  v.  Harris,  42  111.  425;  Prickett  v. 
People,  88  111.  116;  Preachers'  Aid  Soc.  v. 
England,  106  111.  126;  Mary's  Succession,  2 
Hob.  (La.)  438. 

Where  the  object  of  the  trust  is  the 
amelioration  of  the  conditions  of  its  poor, 
the  trustee  can  be  compelled  to  act. 

Perin  v.  Carey,  24  How.  465,  16  L.  ed. 
701;  McDonogh  v.  Murdoch,  15  How.  367, 
14  L.  ed.  732;  Daiiey  v.  New  Haven,  60 
Conn.  314,  14  L.R.A.  69,  22  Atl.  945;  Craig 
V.  Secrist,  54  Ind.  419;  Pond  v.  Bergb,  10 
Paige,  140;  Masterson  v.  Townsend,  123  N. 
Y.  458,  10  L.R.A.  816,  25  N.  E.  928;  Holmes 
v.  Walter,  118  Wis.  409,  62  L.R.A.  986,  95 
N.  W.  380;  Moran  ▼.  Moran,  104  Iowa,  216, 
39  L.R.A.  204,  65  Am.  St.  Rep.  443,  73  N. 
W.  617;  Crerar  ▼.  Williams,  145  111.  625,  21 
L.R.A.  464,  34  N.  E.  467;  Pom.  Eq.  Jur. 
§§  1002,  1011;  Chambers  t.  Baptist  Edu. 
Soc.  1  B.  Mon.  216;  Strong  t.  Doty,  32  Wis. 
381;  People  ex  rcl.  Ellert  v.  Cogswell,  113 
Cal.  129,  35  L.R.A.  269,  45  Pac.  270;  Baptist 
Church  v.  Presbyterian  Church,  18  B.  Mon. 
C35;  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Soule,  28  Mich.  163; 
Tyree  v.  Bingham,  100  Mo.  451,  13  S.  W. 
952;  Emory  &  H..  College  v.  Shoemaker  Col- 
lege, 92  Va.  320,  23  S.  E.  766;  Vidal  v. 
Philadelphia,  2  How.  127,  11  L.  ed.  205; 
Grimes  t.  Harmon,  35  Ind.  198,  9  Am.  Rep. 
690;  Tunstall  v.  Wormley,  54  Tex.  476; 
Girard  v.  Philadelphia,  7  Wall.  1,  19  L.  ed. 
53 ;  Sickles  v.  New  Orleans,  26  C.  C.  A.  214, 
62  U.  S.  App.  147,  80  Fed.  868. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  there  be  more 
than  a  ''pointing  out"  of  the  trustee. 

2  Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  §§  1002,  1009,  1013;  Mas- 
terson T.  Townshend,  supra. 

A  bequest  of  money  to  the  poor  of  a  cer- 
tain county  is  one  to  the  poor  of  the  county 
in  a  technical  sense;  that  is,  those  whom 
the  county  is  under  legal  liability  to  sup- 
port. 

Prickett  v.  People,  88  111.  116;  Heurer  v. 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Harris,  42  III.  426;  Sickles  r.  New  Orlctiui. 

29  C.  C.  A.  204,  52  U.  S.  App.  147,  80  Fed. 
868;  State  ex  rel.  Griffith  v.  Osawkee  Twp. 
U  Kau.  418,  19  Am.  Rep.  99;  SUte  ex  rel. 
Beaufort  County  v.  Gerard,  37  N.  C.  (2 
Ired.  Eq.)  210;  Juneau  County  v.  Wood 
County,  109  Wis.  330,  85  N.  W.  387;  Trim'* 
Estate,  108  Pa.  395,  31  Atl.  1071 ;  Beardaley 
V.  Bridgeport,  53  Conn.  489,  So  Am.  Bep. 
152,  3  Atl.  557. 

Where  a  trust  sought  to  be  created  is  not 
among  those  permitted  by  the  statute  of 
uses,  but  otherwise  would  be  valid  as  an 
express  trust,  if  it  is  intended  to  authorize 
the  performance  of  any  act  which  may  law- 
fully be  performed  under  a  power,  it  will 
be  valid  as  a  power  in  trust,  though  the 
instrument  is  not,  in  form,  such  power  in 
trust. 

Randall  v.  Constans,  33  Minn.  329,  23  X. 
W.  530;  Heermans  v.  Robertson,  64  N.  Y. 
332;  Murphey  v.  Cook,  11  S.  D.  47,  75  N. 
W.  387;  Townshend  v.  Frommer,  125  X.  Y. 
446,  26  N.  E.  805 ;  Smith  v.  Security  Loan 
&  T.  Co.  8  N.  D.  451,  79  N.  W.  981;  Skinner 
V.  Quin,  43  N.  Y.  106;  Smith  v.  Bowen.  35 
N.  Y.  83;  Hawley  v.  James,  6  Paige,  318; 
Selden  v.  Vermilya,  3  N.  Y.  526 ;  Sterricker 
v.  Dickinson,  0  Barb.  516;  Uotchkiss  r. 
Siting,  36  Barb.  38;  Downing  v.  Marshall, 
23  N.  Y.  366,  80  Am.  Dec.  290;  New  York 
Dry  Dock  Co.  v.  Stillman,  30  N.  Y.  174. 

Flsk,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  motion  for  a  dismissal  of  the  appeal 
should,  we  think,  be  denied;  but,  in  view  of 
our  decision  upon  the  merits,  we  deem  it 
useless  to  state  our  reasons  for  denying 
such  motion  or  to  further  notice  the  same. 

The  assignments  of  error  are  nine  is 
number  but  they  all  relate  to  the  correct- 
ness of  the  conclusions  of  law  numbered  1, 
2,  3,  4,  5,  and  7,  and  such  conclusions  mere- 
ly involve  the  question  of  the  validity  of 
item  6  of  such  will.  Generally  speaking, 
the  facts  in  this  case  call  for  the  applica- 
tion of  certain  well-recognized  rules  of  con- 
struction and  interpretation  of  charitable 
trusts,  as  follows:  "Charitable  trusts  are 
highly  favored,  and  a  liberal  constructioi 
will  be  adopted  in  order  to  render  them 
effectual."  5  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p. 
897,  and  cases  cited.  See  also  Duggan  v. 
Slocum,  34  C.  O.  A.  676,  63  U.  S.  App.  14S. 
92  Fed.  806;  Re  Uphara,  127  Cal.  90,  5S 
Pac.  316;  Re  Willey,  128  Cal.  1,  56  Pat 
560,  60  Pac.  471;  Fay  v.  Howe,  136  Cal.  599, 
69  Pac.  423;  Strong's  Appeal,  68  Conn.  527, 
37  Atl.  395 ;  Ingraham  v.  Ingraham,  169  OL 
432,  48  N.  E.  561,  49  N.  E.  S20;  St.  James 
Orphan  Asylum  v.  Shelby,  60  Neb.  796,  8S 
Am.  St.  Rep.  663,  84  N.  W.  273;  Re  John. 

30  Or.  494,  36  LJl-A.  242,  47  Pac  341,  60 
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P«c.  220;  Harrington  ▼.  Pier,  105  Wi«.  485, 
60  LJtA.  307,  76  Am.  St.  Rep.  924,  82  N. 
W.  345;  7  Current  Law  629.  Such  trusts 
are  not  within  the  rule  against  perpetuities, 
nor  are  they  affected  by,  or  within  the  scope 
of,  statMtory  or  constitutional  provisions 
against  perpetuities  in  general.  6  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  902.  See  alao  recent 
rases  cited  in  1  Supp.  to  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  p.  955.  Such  trusts  are  distinguished 
from  an  ordinary  trust  by  the  uncertainty 
of  their  beneficiaries.  Such  uncertainty 
does  not  canse  a  charitable  trust  to  fail. 
In  addition  to  the  authorities  above  cited, 
see:  Grant  T.  Saunders,  121  Iowa,  80,  100 
Am.  St.  Rep.  310,  96  N.  W.  411;  Gidley  v. 
Lovenberg,  35  Tex.  Civ.  App.  203,  79  S. 
W.  831.  The  names  of  the  beneficiaries 
need  not  be  mentioned  in  the  will  creating 
the  trust.  If  the  language  used  indicates 
with  reasonable  certainty  the  objects  of  the 
testator's  bounty,  it  is  sufficient.  Watkins 
V.  Bigelow,  93  Minn.  210,  100  N.  W.  1104;  5 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  917.  Charitable 
trust*  do  not  fail  for  want  of  trustees. 
I'he  legal  estate,  in  such  a  case,  is  regarded 
in  abeyance,  or  as  vested  in  the  heirs  or 
executors  of  the  donor  for  the  use  of  the 
beneficiaries,  or  the  court  will  appoint  a 
trustee  to  carry  out  the  charitable  purposes 
of  the  testator.  5  Am.  Sc  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p. 
920,  and  volume  1,  Supplement  thereto,  959, 
and  cases  cited.  See  generally  upon  the 
subject  of  charitable  trusts,  the  exhaustive 
note  in  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  49-155. 

It  is  appellant's  contention  in  the  case  at 
liar  that  the  charitable  trust  sought  to  be 
established  is  void  because  it  suspends  the 
power  of  alienation  of  the  property  therein 
described  for  a  period  prohibited  by  the 
laws  of  this  state;  that  it  is  too  indefinite 
and  uncertain;  that  there  is  no  trustee 
named  in  the  will  to  take  and  hold  the 
property  and  administer  the  trust;  that 
item  6  of  the  will  is  too  indefinite  and  un- 
rertain  as  to  the  ultimate  beneficiaries;  and 
that  there  is  no  method  pointed  out  by 
which  such  beneficiaries  can  be  definitely 
ascertained.  If  the  trust  attempted  to  be 
e^ttablished  is  valid  and  enforceable,  it  is 
conceded  that  the  directions  to  the  executor 
to  sell  the  real  property  operated  to  effect 
an  equitable  conversion  of  such  land  into 
money.  That  such  equitable  conversion  of 
the  real  estate  into  personalty  would  be 
effected  as  of  the  date  of  the  testator's 
death  is  well  established.  Fenfield  v.  Tower, 
1  K.  D.  216,  46  N.  W.  413,  and  cases  cited. 

But  it  is  contended  by  appellant's  counsel 
that  item  6  of  the  will  is  void  because,  as 
claimed,  it  suspends  the  power  of  alienation 
of  the  property  therein  described  for  a 
period  which  is  prohibited  by  the  laws  of 
this  state,  and  we  are  referred  by  counsel, 
20  L.BJi.(N.S.) 


in  support  of  their  contention,  to  §§  4744 
and  4745,  Rev.  Code  1905.  By  these  sec- 
tions the  absolute  power  of  alienation  can- 
not be  suspended  for  a  longer  period  than 
during  the  continuance  of  the  lives  of  per- 
sons in  being,  with  a  certain  exception  not 
here  material.  If  counsel's  premise  be  true, 
their  conclusion,  no  doubt,  would  be  sound; 
but,  as  we  construe  item  6  of  the  will,  the 
power  of  alienation  of  the  lands  described 
therein  is  not  suspended  at  all;  nor  was 
such  result  contemplated  by  the  testator. 
The  executor  is  vested  with  an  absolute 
and  unconditional  power  to  sell  and  convert 
the  real  estate  into  money,  and  to  devote 
such  fund  to  the  charitable  use  therein  men- 
tioned. When  thus  applied  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  testator,  the 
rules  of  law  against  perpetuities  have  no 
application.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing 
authorities,  see  Re  John,  30  Ore.  494,  36 
L.R.A.  242.  47  Pac.  341,  60  Pac.  226,  and 
Ould  V.  Washington  Hospital,  95  U.  S.  303, 
24  Lfc  ed.  450.  Appellant  bases  his  conten- 
tion that  the  rule  against  perpetuities  is 
violated,  upon  the  ground  that  the  limit  of 
time  in  which  the  executor  may  sell  and 
convert  the  lands  into  money  is  fixed  at  five 
years,  but  that  such  period  may  be  indefin- 
itely extended  by  order  of  the  county  court. 
Counsel  are  clearly  in  error  in  such  conten- 
tion. The  above  language  of  the  will  in  no 
manner  suspends  the  power  of  alienation. 
Such  power  of  alienation  was  not  suspended 
for  an  instant,  as  the  executor  had  the 
rfght  to  exercise  such  power  immediately 
after  the  death  of  the  testator.  As  stated 
in  22  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law  2d  ed.  p.  720: 
"Statute  applies  to  power  of  alienation,  and 
not  to  its  exercise.  The  statute  is  directed 
against  the  suspension  of  the  power  of 
alienation,  and  does  not  concern  itself  with 
the  actual  exercise  of  the  power.  Hence  a 
direction  in  a  will  giving  the  executor  dis- 
cretion as  to  when  he  shall  sell  the  land  and 
distribute  the  proceeds  is  valid,  since  the 
power  of  alienation  is  not  suspended,  though 
it  may  not  be  exercised  during  the  period; 
and  the  fact  that  tlie  testator  limited  the 
time  within  which  the  sale  should  take 
place,  or  desired  the  postponement  of  the 
sale  for  a  certain  time,  or  suggested  a  time 
when  it  should  be  made,  will  not  work  a 
suspension  of  the  power  if  the  direction  is 
advisory  and  does  not  create  a  trust  for  a 
time  certain," — citing  Robert  v.  Corning, 
89  N.  Y.  226;  Fitzgerald  v.  Big  Rapids,  123 
Mich.  281,  82  N.  W.  56;  Hope  v.  Brewer, 
136  N.  Y.  126,  18  L.R.A.  458,  32  N.  E.  558; 
Atwater  v.  Russell,  49  Minn.  59,  51  N.  W 
629,  52  N.  W.  26;  Deegan  v.  Wade,  144  N. 
Y.  573,  39  N.  E.  692;  Chanler  v.  New  York 
Elev.  R.  Co.  34  App.  Div.  305,  64  N.  Y. 
'  Supp.  341;  Deegan  v.  Von  Olahn,  75  Hun, 
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39,  26  N.  Y.  Supp.  989;  Kirk  v.  Kirk  (Sup.) 
12  N.  Y.  Supp.  326;  Rausch  v.  Rausch,  64 
N.  Y.  S.  R.  490,  31  N.  Y.  Supp.  786. 

In  Robert  r.  Corning,  supra,  Andrews,  Ch. 
J.,  among  other  things,  said :  "But  the  mere 
creation  of  a  trust  does  not,  ipso  facto,  sus- 
pend the  power  of  alienation.  It  is  only 
suspended  by  such  a  trust,  where  a  trust 
term  is  created,  either  expressly  or  by  im- 
plication, during  the  existence  of  which  a 
sale  by  the  trustee  would  be  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  trust.  Where  the  trustee  is  em- 
powered to  sell  the  land,  without  restric- 
tion as  to  time,  the  power  of  alienation  is 
not  suspended,  although  the  alienation  in 
fact  may  be  postponed  by  the  nonaction  of 
the  trustee,  or  in  consequence  of  a  discre- 
tion reposed  in  him  by  the  creator  of  the 
trust.  The  statute  of  perpetuities  is  point- 
ed only  to  the  suspension  of  the  power  of 
alienation,  and  not  at  all  to  the  time  of  its 
actual  exercise."  '  In  that  case  it  was  stren- 
uously insisted  by  respondent's  counsel  that 
the  testator  intended  the  will  to  vest  the 
legal  title  to  bis  real  estate  in  the  execu- 
tors, and  that  this  is  the  legal  effect  of  the 
power  of  sale.  The  court  does  not  deter- 
mine the  correctness  of  such  contention;  the 
court  saying:  "But  it  is  unnecessary  to  de- 
termine whether  the  executors  took,  under 
the  will  in  question,  the  legal  title  to  the 
real  estate,  for,  in  the  view  we  take  of  the 
will,  there  was  no  suspension  of  the  power 
of  alienation,  whether  the  executors  took  a 
trust  estate,  or  were  simply  donees  of  a 
trust  power.  In  either  character,  whether 
as  trustees  or  as  executors  only,  they  could 
at  any  time,  from  the  moment  of  the  tes- 
tator's death,  have  conveyed  an  absolute 
fee  in  possession.  The  suspension  of  the 
power  of  alienation  of  the  real  estate  is 
supposed  to  result  from  the  direction  of  the 
4th  section  of  the  will,  that  the  sale  of  the 
testator's  real  estate,  situate  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  should  be  made  by  the  execu- 
tors at  public  sale  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
after  three  weeks'  notice  by  publication  in 
four  daily  newspapers  of  the  city,  and  also 
from  the  provision  of  the  8th  section  that, 
'in  view  of  the  present  great  depression  in 
real  estate,'  the  executors  might  exercise  a 
discretion  as  to  the  time  of  sale  not  longer 
than  three  years  after  the  testator's  death. 
.  .  .  The  statute  of  perpetuities  is  not 
violated  by  directions  which  might  involve 
some  delay  in  the  actual  conversion  or  divi- 
sion of  property,  arising  from  the  necessity 
of  giving  notice,  or  doing  other  preliminary 
acts.  .  ,  .  Such  delays  are  not  within  the 
reason  or  policy  of  the  statute.  The  statute 
was  aimed  against  the  creation  of  inalien- 
able trust  estates  or  contingent  limitations, 
postponing  the  vesting  of  titles  beyond  the 
prescribed  period.  .  .  .  We  are  also  of 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  opinion  that  the  discretion  rested  in  the 
executors  to  delay  the  sale  of  the  real  estate 
not  exceeding  three  years  did  not  create 
a  trust  term  for  any  period  of  time,  and 
involved  no  suspension  of  the  power  of 
alienation.  .  .  .  The  power  of  sale  was 
not  fettered  by  the  discretion  given  by  the 
will.  The  executors  could  sell  and  convey 
the  land  at  any  time  by  a  perfect  title." 

By  the  power  of  sale  the  executor  was  ex- 
pressly empowered  to  sell  and  convey  such 
legal  title  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
the  trust,  which  he  was  required  to  do  with- 
in five  years  after  the  testator's  death.  By 
operation  of  the  will,  at  the  death  of  the 
testator  the  property  at  once  became  dedi- 
cated to  a  perpetual  charity.  Such  gift  to 
charity  took  effect  tn  praeacnti,  and,  as 
stated  in  Re  John,  supra,  "the  only  thing 
which  is  postponed  or  made  dependent  for 
its  execution  upon  future  and  uncertain 
events  is  the  particular  form  or  mode  which 
the  donor  would  have  applied  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  charity."  As  stated  elsewhere 
in  said  opinion:  "The  property  is  taken 
out  of  commerce  and  goes  instantly  into 
perpetual  servitude  to  charity.  While  the 
form  of  charity  may  vary,  and  a  succeeding 
form  become  effective,  contrary  to  the  rule, 
the  primary  object,  "that  of  charity,  con- 
tinues and  is  allowable,  through  the  law's 
regard  for  charitable  uses,  and  in  iJonsider- 
ation  of  the  beneficial  results  fiowing  there- 
from. Storrs  Agri.  School  v.  Whitney,  54 
Conn.  342,  8  Atl.  141.  ...  A  gift  may 
be  made  in  trust  for  a  charity  not  tn-  ease, 
but  to  come  into  being  at  a  time  uncertain 
in  the  future,  or  which  is  to  take  effect  . 
upon  some  contingency  that  may  possibly 
not  happen  within  a  life  or  lives  in  being 
and  twenty-one  years  and  nine  months 
afterwards,  and  it  does  not  contravene  the 
rule,  provided  there  is  no  gift,  in  the  mean- 
while, to  or  for  the  benefit  of  any  private 
corporation  or  person.  The  doctrine  finds 
support  upon  the  ground  that  the  intention 
in  favor  of  charity  is  absolute;  the  gift  and 
the  constitution  of  the  trust  is  immediate, 
— takes  edect  tn  prmsenti." 

Appellant's  contention  that,  conceding 
there  is  a  trustee  in  whom  the  title  rests  in 
trust,  still  the  rule  against  perpetuities  ob- 
tains because  the  duration  of  such  trust  is 
not  limited  and  might  exceed  the  legal  limit 
of  time,  and  the  title  could  not  be  alien- 
ated by  the  trustee  except  pursuant  to  the 
terms  of  such  trust,  is  without  merit.  As 
before  stated,  the  power  of  alienation  is  not 
suspended  for  an  instant,  and  it  is  imma- 
terial whether  it  be  held  that  the  title  to 
the  real  estate  descended  to  the  heir  by 
operation  of  law,  for  the  want  of  a  testa- 
mentary trustee,  or  whether  it  was  left  by 
the  will  to  a  trustee.    In  any  event,  and  by 
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whomsoever  held,  the  title  is  thus  held  in 
trust  for  this  charitable  purpose,  and  the 
executor  is  clothed  with  the  undoubted 
power  to  at  once  sell  and  convey  such  title, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  such 
charitable  gift.  The  contention  of  appel- 
lant is,  we  think,  fully  answered  by  the 
court  of  appeals  of  New  York  in  Hope  v. 
Brewer,  136  N.  Y.  126,  18  L.R.A.  458,  32 
N.  £.  558,  and  cases  cited;  also,  by  the 
Minnesota  court  in  Atwater  v.  Russell,  49 
Minn.  57,  51  N.  W.  629,  52  N.  W.  26,  and 
Watkins  v.  Bigclow,  93  Minn.  210,  100  N. 
VV.  1104. 

Item  6  of  the  will  contains,  among  other 
things,  the  following  provisions:  "It  is  my 
desire  that  my  executor  arruiigx  with  the 
proper  authorities  of  said  Taskog  Sogn  that, 
in  the  establishment  of  said  children's  home, 
said  Taskog  Sogn  shall  contribute  a  sum  of 
money  equal  to  one  half  the  necessary  cost 
of  such  establishment,  and  that  my  executor 
contribute  from  ssid  fund  the  other  half  of 
such  cost,  and  that,  if  possible,  my  said  ex- 
ecutor arrange  with  such  authorities  that, 
for  the  maintenance  of  such  children's  home, 
they  will  provide  a  permanent  fund  or  in- 
come sufficient  to  properly  maintain  the 
same,  with  the  income  from  the  balance  of 
the  fund  hereby  created  ani  to  h»  devoted 
to  such  purpose.  It  is  also  my  desiiM  that 
my  said  executor  so  arrange  with  such  au- 
thorities and  officers  that  their  services 
in  and  about  the  control  and  management 
of  such  children's  home  shall  forever  be  free 
of  charge,  as  far  as  the  fund  hereby  created 
may  be  concerned."  It  is  urged  by  appel- 
lant's counsel  that  the  foregoing  provisions 
are  conditions  precedent,  and,  being  uncer- 
tain of  fulfilment,  the  attempted  gift  to 
charity  must  fail,  as  the  time  when  the  title 
would  vest  in  the  beneficiaries  is  left  in- 
definite and  uncertain.  Such  contention  is 
devoid  of  merit.  The  provisions  above 
quoted  are  not  conditions  precedent,  but 
are  mere  recommendations  or  expressions  of 
a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  testator.  The 
language  of  the  will  clearly  shows  this  to 
be  true,  as  the  following  sentence  demon- 
strates: "I  desire  that,  in  case  any  of  the 
matters  of  detail  herein  set  forth  cannot 
.  .  .  be  carried  out  as  uerein  expressed, 
it  shall  be  understood  that  my  directions 
herein  are  merely  recommendations,  and 
that  the  same  shall  not  stand  in  the  way  of 
the  accomplishment  of  the  main  object  of 
this  bequest,  to  wit,  the  amelioration  of 
the  condition  of  the  poor  children  in  Tas- 
kog Sogn  aforesaid."  Such  provisions  being 
merely  recommendations,  the  validity  of 
the  bequest  is  not  dependent  upon  whether 
or  not  the  officers  of  the  municipality  of 
Torrskog  socken  may  be  compelled  or  per- 
mitted to  administer  the  trust,  or  whether, 
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if  they  do  so,  it  shall  be  done  in  their  official 
capacities,  or  under  the  jurisdiction  and  su- 
pervision of  the  proper  court.  Skinner  v. 
Harrison  Twp.  116  Ind.  f39,  2  LJI.A.  137,  18 
N.  E.  529. 

It  is  next  contended  that  item  6  of  the 
will  is  too  vague,  indefinite,  and  uncertain 
to  be  legally  enforceable;  the  particular 
grounds  of  objection  being:  First,  that  the 
testator  has  left  to  the  executor  too  wide  a 
latitude  in  carrying  out  the  charitable  be- 
quest; and,  second,  that  the  provisions 
wherein  the  executor  is  requested  to  arrange 
with  the  authorities  of  Torrskog  socken  for 
the  contribution  by  the  socken  of  one  half 
the  cost  of  establishing  the  children's  home, 
and  directing  lym,  if  possible,  to  arrange 
with  such  authorities  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  home,  is  tod  uncertain  of  accomplish- 
ment. It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  counsel 
fail  to  cite  any  authority  in  support  of  the 
first  gi'ound  mentioned,  and  we  believe  none 
exists.  On  the  contrary,  ample  authority 
exists  in  support  of  the  right  of  the  testa- 
tor to  vest  in  his  executor  the  widest  pos- 
sible latitude  to  exercise  his  own  best  judg- 
ment in  carrying  out  such  a  bequest,  and 
we  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  will  is  valid 
in  so  far  as  this  feature  of  the  same  is  con- 
cerned. In  many  of  the  cases  above  cited, 
the  executor  or  trustees  were  vested  with  a 
discretion  fully  as  broad,  if  not  broader, 
than  was  done  by  the  testator  in  the  case 
at  bar.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  au- 
thorities, see:  Haynes  v.  Carr,  70  N.  H. 
463,  49  Atl.  638;  Power  v.  Cassidy,  79  N.  Y. 
602,  35  Am.  Rep.  550;  Dulles's  Estate,  218 
Pa.  162,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1177,  67  Atl.  49, 
and  numerous  cases  cited  in  note.  In  the 
latter  case,  among  other  things,  it  was 
said:  "The  fundamental  law  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  regard  to  property,  which  ought 
not  to  require  restatement  as  often  as  it 
does,  is  that  the  owner  may  do  as  he  pleases 
with  it,  provided  the  disposition  be  not  to 
unlawful  purposes;  and  what  he  may  do 
himself  he  may  do  by  agent  while  living, 
or  by  executor  after  death.  This  principle 
disposes  of  this  case.  Miss  Dulles,  living, 
could  have  taken  her  securities  out  of  her 
strong  box,  and  handed  them  to  the  appel- 
lants, with  directions,  even  verbal,  to  dis- 
tribute them,  in  their  discretion,  among  re- 
ligious, charitable,  and  benevolent  objects  or 
institutions.  That  disposition  would  have 
been  valid  and  unassailable.  Tliere  is  no 
good  reason  why  Miss  Dulles,  dead,  should 
not  make  the  same  disposition  of  her  prop- 
erty by  testament.  .  .  .  The  discretion 
which  was  hers  to  exercise  she  chose  to  del- 
egate to  her  executors.  It  was  her  right  to 
do  so,  and,  so  long  as  their  discretion  is  not 
legally  abused,  its  exercise  is  a*  valid  as 
if  it  was  expressly  her  own." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


730 


NORTH  DAKOTA  SUPREME  COURT. 


KOT, 


Regarding  the  second  ground  of  objection, 
the  same  has,  we  think,  been  sufficiently  dis- 
posed of  by  what  we  have  heretofore  said, 
to  the  effect  that  Ihe  provisions  which  it  is 
claimed  render  item  6  uncertain  are  not  con- 
ditions precedent  at  all,  but  are  merely  rec- 
ommendations of  the  testator;  and,  further- 
more, it  appears  that  the  municipality 
known  as  Torrskog  socken  is  ready  and  wil- 
ling to  accept  and  carry  out  the  terms  of 
the  trust,  and,  in  any  event,  as  held  by  the 
Indiana  court  in  Skinner  v.  Harrison  Town- 
ship, supra,  there  are  questions  which  do 
not  affect  the  validity  of  th^  bequest.  See 
also  Kurzman  v.  Lowy,  23  Misc.  380,  62  N. 
Y.  Supp.  83. 

It  is  next  contended  th;it  no  tnutee  is 
designated  in  the  will  who  is  to  hold  the 
fund  in  trust;  that  from  the  will  itself  no 
one  can  tell  in  whom  the  title  to  the  prop- 
erty is.  to  rest.  It  is,  of  course,  true  that 
the  title  to  this  fund  must  rest  some  place. 
It  is  equally  true  that  the  will  fails  to 
expressly  designate  a  trustee  by  name  to 
hold  such  fund  and  to  administer  the  trust; 
but  it  by  no  means  follows  from  this  that 
such  trust  must  necessarily  fail,  if  by  the 
most  liberal  construction  of  the  language 
of  the  will,  aided  by  extrinsic  evidence  for 
the  purposes  of  identification,  it  can  be  de- 
termined that  the  testator  intended  that  a 
certain  entity,  competent  to  take  and  ad- 
minister the  trust,  should  thus  act.  Such 
rule  of  construction  should  be  invoked  in 
the  light  of  the  well-recognized  presumption 
in  favor  of  the  validity  of  such  bequests, 
and  the  fundamental  maxim:  "That  is  cer- 
tain, which  is  capable  of  being  made  cer- 
tain." Also:  "A  will  is  to  be  construed 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  testator. 
When  his  intention  cannot  have  effect  to 
its  full  extent  it  must  have  effect  as  far  as 
possible."    Rev.  Code,  §  6140. 

The  testator  clearly  intended  that  the 
fund  arising  from  the  sale  of  these  lands 
should  be  devoted  to  a  worthy  and  per- 
petual charity,  to  wit,  "the  amelioration  of 
the  condition  of  the  poor  children  in  Torrs- 
kog socken  aforesaid."  In  order  to  give 
effect  to  such  intention,  there  must  be  a 
trustee  capable  of  taking  and  administering 
a  trust  of  this  character.  As  the  bequest  is 
one  creating  a  perpetual  charity,  no  individ- 
ual could  act  as  such  trustee.  Is  it  possi- 
ble, from  the  provisions  of  the  will,  aided 
by  extrinsic  evidence  as  to  identification, 
to  determine  with  reasonable  certainty 
whom  the  testator  intended  to  designate  as 
such  trustee?  If  so,  whom  did  he  intend 
should  take  title  to  this  fund  and  adminis- 
ter such  perpetual  charity  t  From  the  rec- 
ord in  this  case  the  answers  to  these  ques- 
tions are  not  difficult.  By  item  6  of  the 
will  the  testator  directs  that  such  children's 
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home,  when  established,  "shall  be  under  the 
charge  and  custody  of  the  proper  officers  of 
such  district  or  sogn  having  the  proper  su- 
pervision of  the  poor,  but  whose  offidal 
designation  is  not  known  to  me  at  this  time, 
the  selection  of  such  officers  being  left  to 
my  executor  to  be  selected  and  designated 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Sweden."  This  language  furnishes  un- 
mistakable proof  that  the  testator  intended 
to  vest  title  to  such  fund  in  such  officers 
and  their  successors  in  office  as 'have,  un- 
der the  laws  of  Sweden,  supervision  of  the 
poor  in  such  socken,  in  trust  for.the  purpose 
aforesaid.  The  fact  that  the  testator  conld 
not  designate  them  by  their  proper  official 
title  is  not  at  all  material,  as  they  were 
designated  with  sufficient  particularity  to 
enable  the  executor,  or  anyone  else,  by  the 
aid  of  extrinsic  facts,  to  determine  to  an 
absolute  certainty  the  trustees  intended. 
Whether,  as  intimated  by  respondent's 
counsel,  the  effect  of  designating  such  offi- 
cials, and  by  necessary  implication  their 
successors  in  office,  necessarily  operated  as  a 
designation  of  the  municipality  of  Torrskog 
socken  as  such  trustee,  we  need  not  deter- 
mine; nor  is  it  material,  for  appellant's  con- 
tention that  no  trustee  was  sufficiently 
designated  is  fully  answered  by  holding  that 
either  such  officers  and  their  successors  in 
office,  or  such  municipality,  were  designated 
and  are  capable  of  acting.  Where  a  char- 
itable bequest  is  made  to  a  trustee  in  a  for- 
eign country,  the  court  will  not  assume 
that,  should  the  trustee  refuse  to  act,  a 
foreign  court  will  permit  the  trust  to  fail, 
but  will  assume  that  it  will  appoint  a 
trustee.  Kurzman  v.  Lowy,  supra.  See, 
generally,  upon  the  question  of  certainty  as 
to  trustees,  the  many  authorities  cited  in 
the  exhaustive  note  in  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  104- 
116.  See  also  the  very  recent  case  of  Grant 
V.  Saunders,  121  Iowa,  80,  100  Am.  St.  Rep. 
310,  95  N.  W.  411,  involving  a  charitable  be- 
quest in  which  many  of  the  questions  in- 
volved in  the  case  at  bar,  including  the 
question  here  under  consideration,  were 
disposed  of  adversely  to  appellant's  conten- 
tion. In  that  case  the  testator  designated 
one  Barbary  R.  Fouche  as  trustee  to  admin- 
ister such  perpetual  charity,  without  pro- 
viding f,  successor  to  such  trustee  at  her 
death.  The  court  said:  "The  contention 
that  the  trust  must  fail  because  the  court 
cannot  appoint  trustees  to  act  in  the  plaoe 
of  the  one  named  in  the  will  is  not  sound, 
in  our  judgment.  Such  a  contingency  has 
not  yet  arisen,  nor  may  it  ever  arise;  and 
why  should  we  anticipate  imsginary  difficul- 
ties for  the  purpose  of  defeating  that  sweet 
charity,  which  'in  thought,  speech,  and  deed 
challenges  the  admiration  and  affection  of 
mankind.'     Christianity   teaches   it  as  it* 
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crowning  grnce  and  glory.  Chief  Justice 
Ryan  in  Dodge  v.  Williams,  46  Wis.  91,  1  N. 
W.  92,  50  N.  W.  1104.  Tlie  will  provides 
that  the  entire  fund  shall  be  used  as  direct- 
ed, without  limit  as  to  time,  and  we  may 
presume  that  it  will  he  so  expended  during 
the  life  of  the  present  trustee.  Quinn  v. 
Shields,  62  Iowa,  129,  49  Am.  Rep.  141,  17 
N.  W.  437.  Moreover,  the  general  rule  is 
that  a  trust  shall  never  fail  for  the  want 
of  a  trustee.  1  Perry,  Tr.  S  38 ;  Seda  v.  Huble, 
75  Iowa,  429,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  495,  39  N.  W. 
685.  And  if  it  should  ever  become  neces- 
sary for  the  court  to  appoint  another 
trustee,  we  see  no  insurmountable  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  its  so  doing.  True,  whatever 
remained  of  the  fund  would  necessarily 
have  to  be  distributed  as  the  judgment  of 
the  appointed  trustee  might  dictate;  but 
the  worthy  poor  'we  have  always  with  us,' 
and  they,  as  a  class,  were  the  objects  of  the 
testator's  charity.  The  selection  of  the  in- 
dividuals from  among  their  number  must 
necessarily  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  some 
one.  To  Aliss  Fouche  is  given  the  right  to 
first  execute  the  charitable  purpose,  and, 
although  the  testator  does  not  expressly 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  others  by 
whom  the  objects  shall  be  selected  and  the 
fund  distributed  when  she  shall  decease,  or 
for  any  other  reason  be  incapable  of  acting, 
it  cannot  be  that  he  intended  his  gift  to 
fail.  He  created  it  for  a  specific  charitable 
purpose,  and  he  might  well  suppose,  if  his 
attention  were  called  to  the  matter,  that 
proper  means  of  executing  his  purpose  could 
be  provided  through  the  medium  of  the 
courts,  if  in  any  matter  of  detail  his  pro- 
vision therefor  was  insufficient." 

Another  very  recent  case  is  that  of  Kem- 
merer  v.  Kemmerer,  233  111.  327,  122  Am. 
St.  Rep.  169,  84  N.  E.  256.  In  that  case  no 
trustee  was  designated;  but  the  testator's 
widow  was  named  as  executrix,  "with  full 
power  to  execute"  the  will,  and  duties  were 
imposed  upon  her  by  the  will  which  belong 
only  to  a  trustee,  and  it  was  held  that  the 
trust  does  not  fail  for  want  of  a  trustee, 
.  since  the  widow,  though  named  only  as  ex- 
ecutrix, may  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  trust,  and  if  she  fails  to  act  a  court 
of  equity  will  appoint  a  trustee.  The  court 
said:  "In  creating  a  trust  the  testator  need 
not  employ  the  words  'trust'  or  'trustee.' 
If  he  has  named  a  person  in  his  will,  and  has 
directed  him  to  carry  out  all  or  a  portion 
of  the  provisions  which  have  been  made  for 
the  benefit  of  others  therein,  the  person  thus 
named  will  be  held  to  be  a  trustee,  and,  if 
he  cannot  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
will  except  the  legal  title  to  the  property  be 
held  to  be  in  him  as  trustee,  then  he  will  be 
held,  by  implication,  to  hold  the  legal  title 
to  the  property  which  he  is  directed  to  con- 
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vey.  2  Underbill,  Wills,  §  781 ;  1  Perry,  Tr. 
§  262;  2  Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  2d  ed.  §  1011;  Hale 
V.  Hale,  125  111.  399,  17  N.  E.  470;  Olcott 
V.  Tope,  213  HI.  124,  72  .N.  E.  751." 

Such  also  seems  to  be  the  statutory  rule 
in  this  state.  Section  5750,  Rev.  Code  1906, 
provides:  "When  a  trust  exists  without 
any  appointed  trustee,  or  when  all  the 
trustees  announced  die  or  are  discharged, 
the  district  court  of  the  county  or  judicial 
subdivision  where  the  trust  property,  or 
some  portion  thereof,  is  situated,  must  ap- 
point another  trustee  and  direct  the  execu- 
tion of  the  truft." 

But  appellant's  counsel  ask:  "In  whom 
does  the  title  to  the  property  in  question 
now  vest?"  Under  the  doctrine  announced 
by  the  supreme  court  of  Hlinois  in  Kem- 
merer T.  Kemmerer,  supra,  it  vesta  in  the 
executor  as  trustee;  but  whether  such  is 
the  fact  or  whether  it  vests  in  the  heir  by 
operation  of  law  for  want  of  the  designa- 
tion  of  a  trustee  thereof  in  the  will,  we  are 
not  required  to  determine.  It  certainly 
vests  in  the  one  or  the  other.  If  in  the 
latter,  it  is  not  by  virtue  of  the  will,  but 
by  operation  of  law  on  account  of  the  fail- 
ure of  the  testator  to  designate  by  will  such 
trustee,  and  the  heir  may  be  required,  if 
necessary,  to  execute  the  trust.  In  any 
event,  the  will  confers  upon  the  executor  a 
power  in  trust  to  sell  and  convert  such 
real  property  into  money,  and  such  power 
may  be  executed  without  any  act  on  the 
part  of  the  heir,  even  though  he  be  held  to 
be,  by  operation  of  law,  the  holder  in  trust 
of  the  legal  title  to  these  lands.  This  suffi- 
ciently disposes  of  appellant's  fourth  con- 
tention. 

It  is  next  contended  that  the  will  is  void 
for  uncertainties  in  the  beneficiaries.  In 
this  we  are  also  unable  to  agree  with  appel- 
lant's counsel.  Much  of  appellant's  argu- 
ment on  this  phase  of  the  case  is  predicated 
upon  an  erroneous  construction  of  the  lan- 
guage of  the  will.  We  quote  from  counsel's 
brief:  "Under  the  terms  of  the  will  it  is 
the  testator's  intention  that  the  property 
involved  is  to  be  used  for  the  care,  nurture, 
succor,  and  support  of  the  destitute  children 
of  the  vicinity  of  Torrskog  socken,  and 
therefore  it  was  not  contemplated  by  the 
testator  that  the  beneficiaries  of  the  will 
should  be  confined  exclusively  to  that  sock- 
en,  but  rather  those  residing  in  that  socken 
and  the  vicinity  thereof."  We  do  not  thus 
construe  the  will.  When  item  6  is  consid- 
ered as  a  whole,  the  intention  of  the  testa- 
tor is  manifest  to  restrict  such  charity  to 
the  poor  and  destitute  children  in  Torrskog 
socken.  The  words  "of  that  vicinity"  must 
be  held  to  relate  to  the  territory  included 
within  such  socken.  Such  construction  is 
made  necessary  by  the  subsequent  language 
47 
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in  item  6,  wherein  tlie  testator  directs  that 
such  children's  home  "shall  be  under  the 
charge  and  custody  of  the  proper  officers  of 
such  district  or  Sogn  having  the  proper  su- 
pervision of  the  poor.  .  .  ."  By  his 
expression  of  a  desire  that  the  executor  ar- 
range with  such  authorities  to  contribute 
one  half  the  cost  of  establishing  such  home, 
and,  if  possible,  arrange  with  such  author- 
ities to  provide  a  permanent  fund  or  in- 
come sufficient  to  properly  maintain  the 
same.  But  what  places  such  construction 
beyond  the  realm  of  debate  is  the  language 
in  the  latter  portion  of  ttie  item,  wherein 
the  testator  declares  that  the  main  object 
of  the  bequest  is  "the  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  the  poor  children  in  Taskog 
Sogn  aforesaid."  But,  even  under  the  con- 
struction contended  for  by  appellant's  coun- 
sel, authorities  are  numerous  sustaining  be- 
quests of  this  character  as  against  similar 
assaults.  See:  Kemmerer  v.  Kemmerer, 
supra;  St.  James  Orphan  Asylum  v.  Shelby, 
60  Neb.  796,  83  Am.  St.  Rep.  553,  84  N.  W. 
273;  Re  Nilson,  81  Neb.  809,  116  N.  W. 
971;  Hope  v.  Brewer,  136  N.  Y.  126,  18 
L.R.A.  458,  32  N.  E.  6S8;  Watkins  v.  Bige- 
low,  93  Minn.  210,  100  N.  W.  1104;  Re 
John,  80  Or.  494,  36  L.R.A.  242,  47  Pac.  341, 
50  Pac.  226;  Thompson  v.  Brown,  116  Ky. 
102,  62  L.RJL  398,  105  Am.  St.  Rep.  194,  75 
S.  W.  210;  Sherman  v.  Congregational 
Home  Missionary  Soc.  176  Mass.  349,  57 
N.  E.  702. 

But  it  is  strenuously  contended  that  the 
bequest  is  void  for  uncertainty,  because  the 
testator  has  not  designated  with  sufficient 
particularity  the  children  whom  he  intend- 
ed as  the  objects  of  his  bounty.  The  desig- 
nation is  "the  destitute  children,"  and,  in 
another  place,  "the  poor  children  in  Tas- 
kog Sogn  aforesaid."  Whether  the  testator 
had  in  mind  any  particular  class  of  the  poor 
and  destitute  children  in  such  socken  we 
cannot  determine.  He  designated  a  general 
class,  which  may  or  may  not  include  the 
pauper  poor,  and  he  directed  that  such  chil- 
dren's home,  when  thus  established,  shall  be 
luider  the  charge  and  custody  of  certain  of- 
ficials of  the  socken.  We  think  it  may  be 
fairly  implied  therefrom,  in  the  absence  of 
anything  to  the  contrary,  that  he  intended 
to  vest  in  such  officials  the  incidental  pow- 
er to  select  the  individuals  within  the  gen- 
eral class  thus  designated  who  are  to  par- 
take of  his  bounty.  In  this  we  find  ample 
support  in  the  authorities,  a  few  of  which 
we  cite:  Hunt  v.  Fowler,  121  III.  209,  12 
N.  E.  331,  17  N.  E.  491;  Woodruff  v.  Marsh, 
63  Conn.  125,  38  Am.  St.  Rep.  346,  26  Atl. 
846.  And  see,  generallv,  cases  cited  in  not> 
14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  133-139. 

In  Woodruff  v.  Marsh,  supra,  the  bequcsl 
was  "for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  and 
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supporting  a  home  for  destitnt*  and  friend- 
less children,  permanently,  ...  to  bo 
known  as  the  'William  L.  Gilbert  Home;'  the 
same  to  be  under  the  care  and  control  of 
the  above-named  persons  as  trustees." 
It  was  contended  that  this  bequest  was  void 
for  indefiniteness,  uncertainty,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  any  grant  of  power  to  select  the 
beneficiaries.  In  overruling  such  conten- 
tion, the  court  said:  "In  devises  and  be- 
quests of  this  nature,  our  law  requires 
either  certainty  in  the  particular  persons  to 
be  benefited,  or  certainty  as  to  the  class  of 
persons  to  be  benefited,  with  an  ascertained 
mode  of  selecting  them  out  of  such  class. 
The  testator,  in  the  present  case,  describes 
the  persons  whom  he  intends  to  benefit  as 
'destitute  and  friendless  children;'  the  mode 
of  benefit  to  be  'maintaining  and  supporting 
a  home'  for  them,  'permanently,'  at  a  place 
particularly  specified,  to  be  known  as  the 
'William  L.  Gilbert  Home,'  the  same  to  be 
under  the  care  and  control  of  the  trustees 
whom  he  has  selected,  and  their  successors 
in  the  trust.  .  .  .  We  think  that  the 
trustees  who  are  to  maintain  and  support 
this  home,  and  under  whose  tare  and  control 
it  is  expressly  placed,  are  thereby  invested 
with  ample  power  to  select  for  its  inmates 
from  time  to  time,  subject  only  to  the  lim- 
itations imposed  in  the  concluding  portion 
of  the  will,  such  individuals  of  the  class  of 
destitute  and  friendless  children  as  they,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  may  think  proper,  or 
to  commit  the  power  of  selection  to  suitable 
officers  or  agents  under  their  supervision. 
This  power  to  admit  includes  power  to  ex- 
clude, and  to  remove  after  admission.  All 
such  acts  are  naturally  incident  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  institution."  The  foregoing  rea- 
soning impresses  us  as  sound,  and  is  strik- 
ingly applicable  to  the  case  at  bar,  and  fur- 
nishes a  sufficient  answer  to  appellant's 
contention. 

In  arriving  at  this  conclusion,  we  are  not 
unmindful  ot  the  express  concession  in  re- 
spondent's brief,  to  the  effect  that  such  be- 
quest is  not  sufficiently  definite  as  to  the 
beneficiaries  if  the  will  is  construed  to  apply 
solely  to  children  other  than  those  main- 
tained at  public  expense.  While  there  are 
authorities  in  support  of  the  construction 
contended  for  by  respondent's  counsel,  we 
are  convinced  that  the  adoption  of  such  con- 
struction would  operate  to  thwart,  in  some 
d^ree  at  least,  the  apparent  intention  of 
the  testator.  The  length  of  this  opinion 
forbids  a  review  of  the  many  cases  cited  by 
counsel  upon  this  interesting  question.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say  that  an  examination  of  them, 
and  many  others,  has  served  to  satisfy  us 
that  the  rule  above  announced  will  more 
nearly  effectuate  the  evident  purpose  sought 
to  be  accomplished  by  the  testator,  and  this 
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is  and  should  ti«  the  eonstaat  aim  in  view 
bj  the  court. 

The  lower  court,  by  its  conclusion  of  law 
numbered  li,  held,  in  effect,  that  under  the 
laws  of  Sweden  but  one  half  of  the  estate 
can  be  devoted  to  such  charity,  and  henoe 
that,  to  the  extent  that  the  will  attempts  to 
leave  more  than  this  for  such  purpose,  it 
cannot  be  carried  out.  In  view  of  the  lan- 
guage of  such  foreign  law,  as  disclosed  by 
the  findings,  it  is  doubtful  if  such  conclusion 
is  correct.  Such  law  purports  to  operate 
upon  the  testamentary  powers  of  citizens  of 
Sweden  only;  but,  in  any  event,  it  is  at 
least  a  debatable  question  whether  the  va- 
lidity of  such  bequest,  in  so  far  as  this 
feature  thereof  is  concerned,  should  not  be 
determined  by  the  courts  of  Sweden,  where 
the  charity  is,  by  the  will,  to  be  adminis- 
tered. But  we  do  not  understand  that  this 
question  is  before  us,  as  the  correctness  of 
such  conclusion  is  not  challenged  by  re- 
spondent, either  by  appeal  or  otherwise. 

It  follows  that  the  portions  of  the  judg- 
ment appealed  from  are  correct,  and  the 
judgment  must  be,  accordingly,  alHrmcd. 

All  concur. 


KANSAS   SUPRESIE:   COITRT. 

ROBERT IRVIN 

V. 

MISSOURI    PACIFIC    RAILWAY    COM- 
PANY, Appt., 

(SI  Kan.  640,  106  Pac.  1063.) 

Carrier  ^  boarding    moving    train  — 
negligence  —  question  for  Jury. 

1.  Tt  is  not  negligence  per  se  to  get  on  or 
off  of  a  moving  train;   but  whether  it  is 
negligent  or  not  is  a  question  of  fact  and 
proper  for  the  determination  of  a  jury. 
Same  — depot  platform  —  duty  as  to. 

2.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  railroad  company 
to  keep  its  depot  platforms  reasonably  safe 
and  free  from  obstacles  by  which  passen- 
gers are  liable  to  be  injured. 
Same  ^  Injnry  to  passenger    by  express 

truck  —  liability. 

3.  It  is  negligence  to  leave  an  express 
truck  upon  an  unlighted  depot  platform  af- 
ter night  and  within  6  inches  of  a  passing 
passenger  train. 

Same  —  defense  —  act  of  express  com- 
pany. 

4.  A  railroad  company  cannot  avoid  its 


Headnotes  by  Graves,  J. 


Note.  —  As  to  negligence  of  passenger  in 
getting  on  or  off  moving  train,  see  notes  to 
Carr  v.  Eel  River  &  E.  R.  Co.  21  L.R.A.  354, 
and  Hovlman  v.  Kanawha  &  M.  R.  Co.  22 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  741. 
26  L.E.A.(N.S.) 


liability  to  passengers  on  account  of  danger- 
ous obstacles  upon  its  depot  platform,  on 
the  ground  that  such  obstacles  were  placed 
thereon  by  an  express  company  which  was 
permitted  to  occupy  and  use  such  platform 
for  its  own  purposes. 
Trial  —  misleading  instructions. 

6.  An  instruction  which  was  requested  by 
the  defendant  and  refused  by  the  court  ex- 
amined, and  held  to  have  been  properly  re- 
jected. 

Appeal  ^  immaterial  instructions  ^  ef- 
fect. 

6.  An  instruction  given  by  the  court  ex- 
amined, and  held  not  error. 

(February  12,  1010.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Morton  Coun- 
ty in  plaintifTs  favor  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  al- 
leged to  have  been  caused  by  defendant's 
negligence.    AfRrmed. 

Statement  by  Graves,  J.t 

This  is  an  action  commenced  in  the  dis- 
trict court  of  Rush  county  by  Albert  Irvin 
as  plaintiff  to  recover  from  the  Missouri 
Pacific  Railway  Company,  as  defendant, 
damages  for  a  personal  injury  received  by 
him  at  the  station  of  McCracken  on  said 
railway  in  said  county,  on  account  of  the 
negligence  of  said  defendant.  The  plaintiff 
lived  at  McCracken  and  went  to  the  station 
about  the  time  the  train  arrived.  When 
the  train  stopped,  a  friend  of  the  plaintiff, 
Albert  Smith,  got  off  onto  the  platform. 
They  met,  and  plaintiff  invited  Smith  to 
stay  all  night,  saying  he  would  drive  him  into 
the  country,  where  he  wanted  to  go  early 
in  the  morning.  Smith  declined,  and  asked 
the  plaintiff  to  get  on  the  train  and  go  with 
him.  While  they  were  talking,  the  call  "All 
aboard"  was  given.  The  train  started  and 
they  both  jumped  on  the  step  at  the  rear 
end  of  the  smoker;  Smith  first,  and  the 
plaintiff  after  him.  Smith  stopped  on  the 
second  step,  and  the  plaintiff  was  for  that 
reason  compelled  to  stand  on  the  first  or 
lower  step.  One  of  his  feet  hung  over  about 
6  inches,  and  as  the  train  was  passing,  struck 
an  express  truck  and  was  injured.  The  plat- 
form at  the  station  was  not  lighted. 

The  facts  in  detail  as  found  by  the  jury 
read: 

(1)  Question.  What  time  did  the  de- 
fendant's train  arrive  at  the  station  of  Mc- 
Cracken on  the  evening  of  April  14,  1000! 

Answer.  10:15  p.  m. 

(2)  Q.  How  long  did  said  train  remain 
at  said  station  of  McCracken  t 

A.  5  to  10  minutes. 
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(3)  Q.  How  many  cftr*  ware  there  in 
said  train? 

A.  Five. 

(4)  Q.  Was  said  train  a  passenger  train  T 
A.  Yes. 

(5)  Q.  About  how  many  passengers,  if 
any,  got  off  said  train  at  McCracken? 

A.  Two. 

(6)  Q.  About  how  many  persons  other 
than  the  plaintiff  got  onto  said  train  at 
McCracken  ? 

A.  One  or  two. 

(7)  Q.  Did  plaintiff  attempt  to  get  onto 
said  train  after  it  started  to  leave  said  sta- 
tion? 

A.  Yes.     .     .    . 

(9)  Q.  What  car  did  plaintiff  attempt  to 
get  onto? 

A.  Smoking  car. 

(10)  Q.  If  the  plaintiff  had  boarded  train 
immediately  after  all  passengers  who  were 
destined  for  McCracken  had  alighted,  would 
he  have  had  ample  time  to  have  gotten  into 
the  car  before  said  train  started? 

A.  Yes.    .    .    . 

(12)  Q.  When  plaintiff  stepped  onto  the 
first  step  of  said  passenger  coach,  how  far 
was  the  express  truck  from  him? 

A.  About  60  feet. 

(13)  Q.  As  said  train  passed  by  said  ex- 
press truck,  what  was  the  distance  between 
the  said  train  and  the  express  truck? 

A.  Five  inches. 

(14)  Q.  Do  you  find  that  plaintiff  stood 
with  one  foot  on  the  lower  step  of  said  pas- 
senger coach,  and  permitted  the  other  foot 
and  leg  to  swing  or  protrude  beyond  the 
surface  of  side  of  said  ear? 

A.  Yes.    .    .    . 

(16)  Q.  Was  there  anything  to  have  pre- 
vented the  plaintiff  from  placing  both  of 
his  feet  upon  the  lower  step  of  said  passen- 
ger car  upon  which  he  was  riding  at  the 
time  of  the  injury  complained  of? 

A.  No.      ... 

(18)  Q.  If  plaintiff  had  placed  both  his 
feet  upon  the  lower  step  of  said  car,  would 
he  have  been  struck  by  said  express  truck? 

A.  Yes. 

(19)  Q.  What  was  there,  if  anything,  to 
have  prevented  plaintiff  from  placing  both 
of  bis  feet  upon  the  lower  step  of  said 
car,  standing  erect,  and  thus  preventing  any 
part  of  his  body  from  protruding  beyond 
the  surface  or  side  of  said  car? 

A.  A  passenger. 

(20)  Q.  After  said  train  stopped  and  dis- 
charged the  passengers  destined  to  McCrack- 
en, how  long  did  plaintiff  remain  upon  the 
station  platform  before  he  attempted  to 
board  said  train? 

'    A.  About   five  minutes. 

(21)  Q.  When  plaintiff  went  to  said  sta- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


tion  did  he  have  any  intention  of  becoming 
a  passenger  upon  said  train? 
A.  No. 

(22)  Q.  Do  you  find  that  plaintiff,  at  any 
time,  intended  to  become  a  passenger  upon 
said  train? 

A.  Yes. 

(23)  Q.  If  you  answer  the  next  precedin;; 
question  "Yes,"  then  state  when,  with  ref- 
erence to  the  time  he  got  upon  the  step  of 
said  coach,  he  made  up  his  mind  to  become 
a  passenger  upon  said  train. 

A.  When  he  boarded  the  train. 

(24)  Q.  When  plaintiff  stepped  upon  the 
first  step  of  said  passenger  coach,  was  there 
any  person  preceding  him? 

A.  Yes. 

(25)  Q.  If  you  answer  the  ne!(t  preceding 
question  "Yes,"  then  state  who  said  person 
was. 

A.  Albert  Smith. 

(26)  Q.  If  you  answer  question  No.  24 
"Yes,"  then  state  where  said  person  was 
who  was  entering  said  coach  ahead  of  plain- 
tiff. 

A.  Standing  on  second  step  of  car. 

(27)  Q.  If  you  find  that  one  Albert 
Smith  was  entering  said  coach  ahead  of 
plaintiff,  then  state  if  he  is  the  party  with 
whom  plaintiff  was  talking  while  said  train 
remained  at  said  station. 

A.  Yes. 

(28)  Q.  Did  plaintiff  get  onto  the  rear  of 
said  coach,  or  the  front  end  thereof? 

A.  Rear. 

(29)  Q.  What  was  the  length  of  said  pas- 
senger coach  which  plaintiff  claims  he  at- 
tempted to  board? 

A.  About  50  feet. 

(30)  Q.  Was  baggage  and  express  ear 
the  next  car  in  front  of  said  car  upon  which 
plaintiff  was  riding? 

A.  Yes. 

(31)  Q.  What  was  the  length  of  said  bag- 
gage and  express  car? 

A.  About  50  feet. 

(32)  Q.  Was  there  a  door  in  the  center 
of  the  side  of  the  said  car  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  and  discharging  baggage 
and  express? 

A.  There  were  two  doors. 

(33)  Q.  Had  said  express  truck  by  which 
plaintiff  claims  to  have  been  struck  been 
used  to  load  express  only  into  said  baggage 
car  before  said  train  started  from  said  sta- 
tion? 

A.  Yes. 

(35)  Q.  Did  said  plaintiff  know  that  said 
express  truck  was  near  the  train  at  the  time 
he  stepped  onto  the  lower  step  of  said 
coach? 

A.  No. 

(30)   Q.  Did    one    Albert    Smith    alight 


Digitized  by 


Google 


lUlO. 


IKVIN  V.  aassouRi  p.  r.  co. 


741 


from  said  passengtir  train  at  the  station  of 
McCracken   and  engage  in  a  conversation 
witli  plaintiff? 
A.  Yes. 

(37)  Q.  Did  said  Albert  Smith  alight 
from  said  train  at  the  station  of  McCracken 
for  the  purpose  of  terminating  his  journey 
or  for  the  purpose  of  talking  with  plaintiff  T 

A.  For  the  purpose  of  seeing  if  any  of 
his  family  was  there. 

(38)  Q.  Did  plaintiff  know  that  Albert 
Smith  would  be  a  passenger  upon  said  pas- 
senger train  when  he  went  to  said  station 
that  night t 

A.  No. 

(39)  Q.  How  long  had  plaintiff  been  at 
said  station  before  the  arrival  of  the  pas- 
senger train  t 

A.  About  five  minutes. 

(40)  Q.  As  said  train  stood  at  the  sta- 
tion of  McCracken,  what  was  the  distance 
between  the  end  of  the  car  that  plaintiff 
got  on  and  said  baggage  trucks  ? 

A.  Between  75  and  80  feet.  ■■< 

Messrs.  B.  P.  Waggener,  W.  P.  Wag- 
gener,  and  S.  I.  Hale,  for  appellant: 

The  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  such  negli- 
gence in  attempting  to  board  a  moving  train 
as  to  preclude  recovery. 

Chicago  &.  N.  W.  R.  Co.  t.  Scates,  90  111. 
58C;  Sachrowitz  v.  Atchison,  T.  &  S.  F.  R. 
Co.  37  Kan.  212,  15  Pac.  242;  Merrill  v. 
Eastern  R.  Co.  130  Mass.  238,  62  Am.  Rep. 
705,  1  N.  E.  548;  Ohio  &  M.  R.  Co.  v.  Al- 
lender,  47  III.  App.  486;  3  Thomp.  Neg. 
8  3001;  Lauterer  v.  Manhattan  R.  Co.  63 
C.  C.  A.  38,  128  Fed.  540;  Phillips  v.  Rens- 
selaer *  S.  R.  Co.  49  N.  Y.  177 ;  Weeks  v. 
New  Orleans,  8.  F.  &  L.  R.  Co.  40  La.  Ann. 
800,  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  6S0,  5  So.  72;  Jones 
▼.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  163  Mass.  246,  39 
N.  E.  1019;  Schaefer  v.  St.  Louis  &  Suburban 
R.  Co.  128  Mo.  04,  30  S.  W.  331 ;  Randall 
V.  Frankford,  S.  &  P.  City  Pass.  R.  Co.  139 
Pa.  464,  22  Atl.  639;  Felton  v.  Chicago. 
R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  69  Iowa,  677,  29  N.  W. 
018;  Reynolds  v.  Richmond  &  M.  R.  Co.  92 
Va.  400,  23  S.  E.  770;  Green  v.  Young 
Men's  Christian  Asso.  66  111.  App.  469; 
Gallagher  v.  West  End  Street  R.  Co.  156 
Mass.  157,  30  N.  E.  480;  Schmidt  v.  North 
Jersey  Street  R.  Co.  66  N.  J.  L.  424,  49 
Atl.  438;  Foster  v.  Seattle  Electric  Co.  36 
Wash.  177,  76  Pac.  995;  Sellers  v.  Union 
Traction  Co.  21  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  5;  Murphy 
V.  North  Jersey  Street  R.  Co.  71  N.  J.  L. 
5,  58  Atl.  1018;  Pence  v.  Wabash  R.  Co. 
116  Iowa,  279,  90  N.  W.  59. 

The  position  of  the  express  truck  near  the 
side  door  of  the  express  car,  while  the  train 
waited  at  the  station  for  passengers  to  en- 
ter its  coaches,  was  not  the  proximate  cause 
of  the  injury  complained  of. 
20  L.R.A.(X.S.) 


Chicago,  K.  &.  W.  R.  Co.  y.  Bell,  1  Kan. 
App.  71,  41  Pac.  209;  Merrill  v.  Eastern 
R.  Co.  supr*;  Atchison,  T.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co. 
T.  Aderhold,  68  Kan.  203,  49  Pac.  83 ;  Mis- 
souri P.  R.  Co.  T.  Columbia,  66  Kan.  300, 
68  L.R.A.  399,  69  Pac.  338;  Chicago  &  N. 
W.  R.  Co.  y.  Scates,  supra;  Chicago,  St.  P. 
M.  &.  O.  R.  Co.  V.  Elliott,  20  L.R.A.  682,  6 
C.  C.  A.  347,  12  U.  S.  App.  381,  55  Fed. 
949;  Cumberland  &  W.  Electric  R.  Co.  v. 
Thompson,  102  Md.  193,  62  Atl.  243;  3 
Thomp.  Neg.  §  3001. 

The  railroad  company  was  not  negligent 
as  regards  the  express  truck. 

Atchison,  T.  &  8.  F.  R.  Co.  v.  Calhoun, 
213  U.  S.  1-9,  53  L.  ed.  071-675,  29  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  321. 

Mr.  George  G.  Orr  also  for  appellant. 

Mr.  O.  B.  McKee  for  appellee. 

Graves,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

The  defendant  contends  that  the  plaintiff 
was  guilty  of  contributory  negligence  for 
the  reason  that  he  boarded  a  moving  train. 
It  is  not  necessarily  negligent  to  get  upon  a 
moving  passenger  train,  and  generally 
whether  it  is  negligent  or  not  is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  jury.  Atchison,  T.  &  8.  F.. 
R.  Co.  V.  Holloway,  71  Kan.  1,  114  Am. 
St.  Rep.  462,  80  Pac.  31;  3  Thomp.  Neg. 
§§  2095,  2996;  Distler  v.  Long  Island 
R.  Co.  151  N.  Y.  424,  35  L.R.A.  762,  45 
N.  E.  937;  Chicago  &  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Gore, 
202  III.  188,  05  Am.  St.  Rep.  224,  66 
N.  E.  1063;  Chicago  &  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Winters, 
176  111.  293,  51  N.  E.  901.  In  this  case  the 
question  of  contributory  negligence  was 
specially  pleaded  and  relied  upon  as  a  de- 
fense. The  general  verdict  finds  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiff  upon  all  the  issues  presented. 
It  seems  too  late,  therefore,  to  raise  this 
question  now.  The  parties  are  concluded 
by  the  verdict. 

The  plaintiff  did  not  intend  to  take  the 
train  until  it  began  to  move,  when  he  de- 
termined to  go.  There  was  no  time  then  to 
buy  a  ticket.  The  necessity  was  presented 
to  get  on  the  train  immediately  or  forego 
the  contemplated  trip.  He  had  the  money 
with  which  to  pay  his  fare,  and  he,  in  good 
faith,  attempted  to  get  upon  the  train  as 
a  passenger.  He  would  have  been  inside  the 
car  in  a  moment  had  he  not  been  stopped 
by  Smith,  who  stood  upon  the  step  next 
above  where  he  stood.  He  was  in  no  way 
responsible  for  the  obstacle  presented  by 
this  other  passenger.  It  has  been  the  gen- 
eral practice  of  passengers  in  this  state 
when  not  prevented  by  the  rules  of  the 
company,  to  board  trains  in  this  manner 
or  any  other  manner  which  best  suited  their 
convenience,  and  this  practice  has  been  gen- 
erally acquiesced  in  by  railroad  companies. 
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No  rules  or  regulations  upon  this  subject 
were  in  force  upon  the  defendant's  road  at 
the  time  the  plaintiff  was  injured.  Under 
the  circumstances  here  shown  we  see  no 
good  reason  for  holding  that  the  plaintiff 
was  not  a  passenger. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  truck  up- 
on which  the  plaintiff  was  injured  belonged 
to  the  Pacific  Express  Company,  and  the 
court  was  requested  to  submit  special  ques- 
tions of  fact  to  the  jury,  which  apparently 
were  intended  to  establish  that  this  express 
company  not  only  owned  the  truck,  but  also 
that  it  was  used  by  that  company  upon 
that  evening,  delivering  express  matter  to 
the  train  upon  which  plaintiff  was  injured. 
We  are  unable  to  see  the  importance  of 
this  evidence  or  of  the  fact,  if  established. 
The  railway  company  owned  the  station,  the 
platform,  and  the  track,  and  was  operating 
a  passenger  train  as  a  common  carrier.  It 
thereby  became  charged  with  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities and  liabilities  imposed  by  law 
upon  a  common  carrier  of  passengers,  and 
could  not  avoid  the  duties  thus  imposed  by 
permitting  a  third  person  to  transact  busi- 
ness upon  its  platform,  and  negligently 
place  dangerous  obstacles  where  they  would 
be  liable  to  injure  passengers,  whom  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  railway  company  to  protect 
from  danger.  This  train  passed  in  the  night 
time;  the  platform  was  dark;  plaintiff  was 
not  aware  of  the  presence  of  this  truck.  It 
is  the  duty  of  a  railway  company  to  keep 
its  platform  reasonably  clear  and  free  from 
obstacles  by  which  passengers  are  liable 
to  be  injured.  This  truck  was  left  in  the 
darkness,  within  6  inches  of  the  passenger 
car,  and  within  a  few  feet  from  where  it 
had  just  been  used  in  loading  express  mat- 
ter upon  the  train.  This  was  negligence, 
and  it  must  be  treated  as  the  negligence  of 
the  railway  company,  regardless  of  who 
owned  the  truck  or  whose  employee  placed 
it  in  a  position  dangerous  to  people  on  the 
passenger  train. 

The  district  court  refused  to  give  an  in- 
struction to  the  jury  requested  by  the  de- 
fendant, which  rends:  "The  jury  is  instruct- 
ed that  the  plaintiff  contends  that,  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  Albert  Smith  stopped  on 
the  second  step  of  said  passenger  car,  he 
was  prevented  from  getting  upon  said  plat- 
form, and  was  consequently  injured.  There 
is  no  claim  that  there  was  any  connection 
between  the  act  of  said  Smith  in  remain- 
ing upon  said  step  and  the  position  of  said 
express  truck,  and  as  one  person  is  not 
liable  for  the  injury  done  by  another  unless 
they  act  in  concert,  the  defendant  would 
not  be  liable  in  this  case  if  the  accident 
was  the  result  of  Smith's  obstructing  the 
plaintiff  from  getting  upon  said  car."  It  is 
difficult  to  say  what  specific  legal  proposi- 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


I  tion  was  intended  to  be  presented  by  this 
instruction.  The  court  might  well  have  re- 
fused to  give  it,  l>ecau3e  calculated  to  eon- 
fuse  and  mislead  the  jury.  It  is  not  dear 
and  specific  as  all  instructions  should  be. 
With  doubt  and  hesitation  we  assume  that 
the  intention  of  the  instruction  was  to  have 
the  jury  advised  as  mattef  of  law  that  the 
proximate  cause  of  the  injury  was  Smith, 
and  not  the  express  truck.  The  cases  cited, 
however,  in  support  of  the  instruction, 
would  justify  the  inference  that  the  inten- 
tion may  have  been  to  have  the  court  say 
to  the  jury  in  effect  that  the  case  ought  to 
have  been  brought  against  Smith  instead  of 
the  company.  But  whatever  may  have  been 
the  intention,  we  are  unable  to  say  that 
the  court  erred  in  refusing  to  give  the  in- 
struction to  the  jury. 

Objection  has  been  made  to  an  instruc- 
tion given  by  the  court  upon  its  own  mo- 
tion, which  reads:  "It  is  the  duty  of  the 
persons  in  charge  of  a  passenger  train,  in 
starting  and  stopping  such  train  at  a 
station,  to  look  to  the  safety  of  passengers, 
and  not  to  start  or  stop  such  train  in  such 
manner  as  to  resuK  in  the  injury  of  a 
person  in  getting  on  or  off  thereof  and  using 
proper  care  for  his  own  safety."  Under  the 
evidence  this  instruction  was  not  material. 
The  injury  of  which  the  plaintiff  complains 
was  not  caused  by  the  mere  manner  in 
which  the  train  was  started,  and  the  in- 
struction might  well  have  been  omitted; 
but  we  are  unable  to  perceive  how  the  jury 
could  have  been  misled  or  confused  by  it, 
or  how  the  rights  of  the'  defendant  could 
have  been  materially  prejudiced  thereby, 
and  we  cannot  say  that  error  suflicient  to 
justify  a  reversal  was  committed  by  the 
court  in  giving  it. 

We  do  not  find  any  material  error  in 
the  case,  and  the  judgment  of  the  District 
Court  is  affirmed. 


MINNESOTA  SUPREME  COURT. 

HARRY  H.  GAY  et  al. 

V. 

SAMUEL   UREN   et   al. 
(—  Minn.  — ,  123  N.  W.  295.) 

Appeal  ■—  memorandnin  -^  reference  to. 

1.  When  s  motion  for  a  new  trial  ia  made 


Headnotet  hy  Lkwib,  J. 


Note.  —  Right  to  join  agent  and  wndts- 
closed  principal  as  defendants  in  the 
same  action, 

Tlie  general   rule  as  established  by  the 
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iipon  the  ground  that  the  verdict  is  not 
supported  by  the  evidence,  and  for  errors 
of  law  occurring  at  the  trial,  and  the  order 
of  the  court  granting  a  new  trial  does  not 
ajjecify  upon  what  ground  the  motion  is 
granted,  the  memorandum  of  the  trial  court 
may  be  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining upon  what  ground  the  order  was 
granted,  notwithstanding  the  omission  of 
the  word  "uemorandum"  in  subdivision  7, 
§  4198,  Rev.  Laws  1005. 

Held,  on  the  facts  before  the  trial  court 
at  the  beginning  of  the  trial,  the  court  did 
not  err  in  not  requiring  plaintiffs  to  elect 
as  between  the  parties  defendant. 
Undisclosed  principal  —  agent  —  action 

—  rights  —  liabilities. 

2.  Where  one  party  to  a  contract  det^ls 
with  another  as  principal,  and  afterwards 
discovers  that  such  party  was  in  fact  an 
agent  for  an  undisclosed  principal,  lie  may 
enforce  tiie  contract  against  such  agent  or 
against  the  principal;  but  where  the  undis- 
closed principal  denies  that  he  is  the  prin- 
cipal, the  party  who  seeks  to  enforce  the 
contract  may  commence  an  action  against 
both,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  facts. 
Principal    and    agent  —  action    against 

both  —  dismissal  as  to  one  —  effect. 

3.  In  such  case  the  dismissal  of  the  ac- 
tion at  the  close  of  plaintilTs'  case  as  to  one 
of  the  defendants,  in  response  to  their  mo- 
tion to  elect,  was  equivalent  to  an  election 
to  hold  the  other  defendant.  Held,  defend- 
ant Kelley  was  not  prejudiced  by  the  order 
of  the  court  permitting  plaintiffs  to  reopen 
their  case  after  resting  and  dismissing  the 
same  as  to  defendant  Uren. 

Trial  —  action   against  principal   and 
agent  ^  election  —  question  for  Jury. 

4.  tinder  the  evidence,  it  did  not  conclu- 
sively appear  that  plaintiffs  had  elected  to 
hold    defendant    Uren,    and   that    they    had 


abandoned  their  action  as  against  defendant 
Kelley.  Under  all  of  the  evidence,  it  was  a 
question  of  fact  properly  submitted  to  the 
jury. 

(November  12,  1009.) 

(^ROSS  appeals  from  an  order  of  the  Dis- 
J  trict  Court  for  St.  Louis  CJounty  deny- 
ing judgment  notwithstanding  a  verdict  for 
plaintiffs,  but  granting  a  new  trial,  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  damages  for  fail- 
ure to  pay  for  certain  stock  alleged  to  have 
been  purchased  by  defendants  from  plain- 
tilTs; the  defendants  appealing  from  so 
much  of  the  order  as  denied  their  motion 
for  judgment;  and  the  plaintiffs  appealing 
from  so  much  as  granted  a  new  trial. 
Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  ft  Dancer, 
for  plaintiffs: 

The  court  did  not  err  in  denying  the  de- 
fendants' joint  motion  that  plaintiffs  be 
required  to  elect,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
trial  and  before  the  testimony  of  defendant 
Uren  was  received,  as  to  which  of  the  de- 
fendants they  would  seek  to  hold. 

Mechem,  Agencr,  §  699 ;  Tew  v.  Wolfsohn, 
77  App.  Div.  454,  79  N.  Y.  Supp.  286;  Mc 
Lean  v.  Sexton,  44  App.  Div.  620,  60  N.  Y. 
Supp.  871;  Wagner  v.  Nagel,  33  Minn.  348. 
23  N.  W.  308;  Hawley  v.  Wilkinson,  18 
Minn.  525,  Gil.  468;  Plummer  ▼.  Mold,  23 
Minn.  17;  Dunnell,  PI.  §  275. 

Where  a  party  has  a  right  to  choose  one 
of  two  or  more  appropriate,  but  inconsist- 
ent, remedies,  and,  with  full  knowledge  of. 
all  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  of  his  rights, 
makes  deliberate  choice  of  one,  then  he  is 


weight  of  authority  is  that  one  dealing  with 
an  agent  of  an  undisclosed  principal  has, 
upon  disclosure,  an  election  to  hold  either 
of  them,  but  he  cannot  hold  both.    See  this 

?[Ucstion    discussed    in    note   to    Murphy   v. 
lutchinson,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  785. 

He  may,  however,  join  in  an  action  such 
agent  and  the  principal,  after  disclosure, 
and  such  joinder  does  not  amount  to  a  mis- 
joinder of  parties.  Tew  v.  Wolfsohn,  33 
Misc.  .54,  70  N.  Y.  Supp.  919,  alTirnied  in 
77  App.  Div.  454,  70  N.  Y.  Supp.  280,  which 
was  also  affirmed  on  other  grounds  in  174 
N.  V.  272.  CO  N.  E.  934. 

And  it  is  error  for  the  trial  court  to  com- 
pel the  plaintiff  to  discontinue  or  dismiss 
the  action  as  to  the  agent,  on  the  theory 
that  the  joinder  of  the  agent  and  princi- 
pal was  improper,  and  amounted  to  an  elec- 
tion to  hold  the  principal.  Mattlagc  v. 
Poole,  15  Hun,  556.  The  court  said  that 
the  commencement  of  an  action  against  the 
principal,  no  judgment  having  been  entered 
against  her,  did  not  bar  an  action  against 
the  agent;  and  added  that  plaintiff  may  dis- 
continue against  the  principal,  strike  the 
name  from  the  complaint,  and  there  remains 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


an  undoubted  right  of  action  against  the 
agent. 

And  in  Belt  v.  Washington  Water  Power 
Co.  24  Wash.  387,  64  Pac.  525,  it  is  said 
that  the  misjoinder  of  parties  by  joining  an 
agent  and  his  undisclosed  principal,  if  it  is  a 
misjoinder,  is  cured  by  discontinuing  as  to 
the  agent,  upon  the  question  being  raised 
by  demurrer. 

But  see  Williams  v.  Uncompahgre  Canal 
Co.  13  Colo.  400,  22  Pac.  806,  and  Marriott 
V.  Clise,  12  Colo.  501,  21  Pac.  009,  to  the 
point  that  the  objection  that  an  agent  and 
his  undisclosed  principal  were  improperly 
joined  in  an  action  upon  a  contract  with  the 
agent  may  be  waived  by  the  parties  answer- 
ing over. 

The  authorities  are  in  substantial  har- 
mony in  sustaining  the  right  to  join  an 
agent  and  his  undisclosed  principal  in  an 
action  upon  a  simple  contract  with  the 
agent.  Mussenden  v.  Raiffe,  131  111.  App. 
456;  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.  v.  Roque- 
more  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  88  S.  W.  449;  Ses- 
sions V.  Block,  40  Mo.  App.  569;  Young  v. 
Garlington,  31  S.  C.  290,  9  S.  E.  960;  Tew 
V.  Wolfsohn  and  Mattlage  t.  Poole,  supra. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


744 


MINNESOTA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Not, 


bound  by  his  election,  and  is  estopped  from 
again  electing  and  resorting  to  the  other 
remedy. 

Pederson  t.  Christofferson,  97  Minn.  491, 
106  N.  W.  958;  Lindquiat  v.  Dickson,  9S 
Minn.  369,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  729,  107  N.  W. 
958,  8  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1024;  Steele  Smith 
Grocery  Co.  v.  Potthast,  109  Iowa,  413,  80 
N.  W.  617;  Clark  &  S.  Agency,  §  462. 

The  plaintiffs  had  a  right  to  bring  suit 
against  both  defendants. 

Tew  V.  Wolfsohn  and  McLean  v.  Sexton, 
supra;  31  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  1624. 

The  question  of  election  is  a  question  for 
the  jury. 

Mechem,  Agency,  §  699;  Clark  &  S. 
Agency,  S  462;  Hoffman  v.  Anderson,  112 
Ky.  893,  67  S.  W.  49;  Atlas  S.  S.  Co.  v. 
Colombian  Jjind  Co.  42  C.  C.  A.  398,  102 
Fed.  358;  Steele  Smith  Grocery  Co.  v.  Pott- 
hast, supra. 

Messrs.  McMahon  &  Rock  for  defend- 
'  ants, 

liCwU,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Respondents  were  stockbrokers,  and 
brought  this  action  to  recover  the  amount 
claimed  to  be  due  for  the  failure  to  pay  for 
certain  stock  alleged  to  have  been  purchased 
by  appellant  Uren  for  and  on  behalf  of 
appellant  Kelley.  Appellants  moved  for 
judgment  notwithstanding  -  the  verdict  in 
favor  of  plaintiffs,  and,  if  that  be  denied, 
for  an  order  setting  aside  the  verdict  and 
granting  a  new  trial.  The  court  denied  the 
motion  for  judgment  notwithstanding  the 
verdict,  but  granted  the  motion  for  a  new 
trial,  without  stating  in  the  order  upon 
what  ground;    whereupon  Kelley  appealed 


from  that  portion  of  the  order  denying  his 
motion  for  judgment,  and  lespondents  ap- 
pealed from  that  part  of  the  order  grantins 
the  motion  of  appellant  Kelley  for  a  new 
trial.  Counsel  for  Kelley  conceded  at  the 
argument  that  the  appeal  from  the  ot^er 
denying  the  motion  for  judgment  notwith- 
standing the  verdict  would  have  to  be  abaa- 
doned,  under  the  authority  of  St.  Anthony 
Falls  Bank  v.  Graham,  67  Minn.  318,  69  \. 
W.  1077;  Oelschlegel  v.  Chicago  G.  W.  R. 
Co.  71  Minn.  60,  73  N.  W.  631,  and  Sayings 
Bank  v.  St.  Paul  Plow  Co.  76  Mina.  7,  78 
N.  W.  873;  and  the  only  question  remainii; 
was  whether  the  court  erred  in  granting  a 
new  trial. 

A  memorandum  of  the  trial  court  was  at- 
tached to,  but  not  made  a  part  of,  the  order 
granting  the  motion  for  a  new  trial.  In 
that  memorandum  the  trial  judge  states 
that  he  had  some  doubt  as  to  the  rules  of 
law  applicable  to  the  rase,  "but,  aside  from 
that,  it  is  best  that  there  be  a  new  trial." 
At  the  argument  before  this  court  it  is 
assumed  by  the  court  and  counsel  that  chap- 
ter 46,  p.  61,  Laws  1901,  was  still  in  force, 
and  that  the  memorandum,  although  not 
attached  to  the  order,  might  be  considered 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  what 
ground  the  order  was  granted.  Since  the 
argument  our  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  chapter  46  was  amended  by 
the  Revised  Laws  of  1905,  by  striking  out 
the  word  "memorandum."  Subdivision  7, 
§  4198,  Rev.  Laws  1905,  with  reference  to 
new  trials,  reads:  "That  the  verdict,  de- 
cision, or  report  is  not  justified  by  the  evi- 
dence, or  is  contrary  to  law,  but,  unless  it 
be  so  expressly  stated  in  the  order  granting 
a  new  trial,  it  shall  not  be  presumed  on 


But  in  such  case  the  plaintiff,  before  tak- 
ing judgment,  will  be  required  to  elect  which 
party  the  judgment  shall  be  against.  He 
cannot  have  judgment  against  both.  Mua- 
senden  v.  Raiffe;  Sessioua  v.  Block;  Pitts- 
burg Plate  Glass  Co.  v.  Roquemore;  Tew 
V.  Wolfsohn ;  and  Mattlage  v.  Poole, — supra. 

A  conclusion  to  the  contrary  was  reached 
in  Weil  v.  Raymond,  142  Mass.  20B,  7  N.  E. 
800,  wherein  a  creditor  was  denied  the  right 
to  maintain  a  bill  in  equity  against  an  agent 
and  his  alleged  undisclosed  principal,  on  the 
ground  that  he  could  not  join  such  parties 
in  an  action  either  at  law  or  in  equity.  The 
court  said  he  could  not  make  both  the  aiirent 
and  the  principal  the  principal  defendants 
in  one  suit,  whether  he  charged  them  con- 
junctively or  alternatively.  It  was,  how- 
ever, said  that,  while  he  could  not  sue  them 
both  jointly,  he  could  proceed  against  each 
separately,  but  not  to  judgment  against 
both,  as  a  judgment  against  one,  although 
unsatisfied,  is  a  bar  to  an  action  against 
the  other. 

And  see  Cross  v.  Matthews.  01  L.  T.  N.  S. 
.500,  which  holds  that  entering  judgment 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


against  the  agent  upon  his  default  in  an 
action  against  both  him  and  his  undiscloseJ 
principal  precluded  further  action  against 
the  principal,  eveii  though  the  judgment 
against  the  agent  was  afterwards  set  aside. 

In  Young  v.  Garlington,  supra,  a  creditor 
was  permitted  to  join  an  undisclosed  prin- 
cipal with  the  agent  after  having  first  sue<l 
the  agent,  the  facts  subsequently  disclosing 
the  agency,  and  judgment  was  taken 
against  the  undisclosed  principal,  but  not 
against  the  agent.  It  does  not,  however, 
appear  that  the  plaintiff  was  required  to 
make  an  election  other  than  the  mere  fart 
that  ho  had  judgment  only  against  the 
principal. 

And  it  has  been  held  that  an  agent  of  an 
undipclosed  principal,  upon  being  sued  f'^r 
breach  of  warranty  by  a  purchaser  with 
whom  he  dealt  on  behalf  of  the  principal, 
may  have  such  principal  made  a  party  t> 
the  suit,  in  order  that  he  may  have  ju<!fr- 
ment  rendered  in  his  favor  against  his  prin- 
cipal, in  the  event  of  plaintiff  recoverine 
judgment  against  him.  Ash  v.  Beck  {Te\. 
Civ.  App,)  68  a  W  63. 
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appeal  to  have  been  made  on  the  ground 
that  the  verdict,  decision,  or  report  was  not 
justified  by  the  evidence."  Prior  to  the  en- 
actment of  chapter  46,  La-ws  1901,  the  rule 
was  that,  when  a  new  trial  was  granted  in 
{general  terms,  the  memorandum  could  not 
be  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing upon  what  ground  the  order  was  grant- 
ed. Morrow  v.  St.  Paul  City  R.  Co.  65 
Minn.  382.  67  X.  W.  1002.  And  presumably 
fhapter  46  was  enacted  to  change  the  effect 
of  the  decision.  In  Halvorsen  t.  Moon  & 
K.  Lumber  Co.  87  Minn.  18,  94  Am.  St.  Rep. 
669,  91  X.  W.  28,  decided  June  27,  1902, 
the  motion  for  a  new  trial  was  based  upon 
several  grounds,  and  there  was  no  memoran- 
dum. The  court  held  that  the  order  grant- 
ing the  motion  for  a  new  trial  could  be 
sustained  only  for  errors  of  law  occurring 
at  the  trial,  and  reference  was  made  to. 
chapter  46,  Laws  1901.  This  decision  was 
followed  in  Berg  v.  Olson,  88  Minn.  392,  93 
X.  W.  309;  Fitger  v.  Guthrie,  89  Minn.  330, 
94  K.  W.  888;  Hillestad  v.  Lee,  91  Minn. 
336,  97  X.  W.  1065;  Owens  v.  Savage,  93 
Minn.  468,  101  X.  W.  790;  Briggs  v.  Ruther- 
ford, 94  Minn.  23,  101  X.  W.  964;  Merrill 
V.  Pike,  94  Minn.  186, 102  X.  W.  393;  Sather 
V.  Sexton,  101  Minn.  544,  112  X.  W.  1142. 

The  above  cases  have  reference  solely  to 
those  orders  granting  a  new  trial  in  general 
terms,  when  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  was 
based  upon  two  or  more  grounds;  but  there 
is  another  line  of  decisions  having  reference 
to  the  use  of  the  memorandum,  when  not 
made  a  part  of  orders  other  than  those 
granting  a  new  trial.  In  the  case  of  Myers 
V.  Chicago,  St.  P.  M.  &  O.  R.  Co.  69  Minn. 
476,  65  Am.  St.  Rop.  679,  72  X.  W.  694,  the 
order  appealed  from  was  one  overruling  a 
demurrer,  and  the  court  held  that'the  order 
.should  be  taken  with  all  the  force  and  effect 
which  its  language  implied,  uncontrolled  by 
the  memorandum  of  the  trial  court.  So,  in 
Boen  V.  Evans,  72  Minn.  169,  76  X.  W.  116, 
where  the  motion  before  the  trial  court  was 
for  leave  to  amend  the  complaint,  the  mo- 
tion was  denied  in  general  terms,  and  it  was 
held  that  the  memorandum  could  not  be 
considered  to  determine  upon  what  ground 
the  motion  was  granted;  it  appearing  from 
the  order  itself  that  it  was  one  addressed 
to  the  discretion  of  the  court.  A  similar 
casw  is  Kertson  v.  Great  Xorthem  Exp.  Co. 
72  Minn.  378.  75  X.  W.  600.  This  rule  was 
modified  in  .Johnson  v.  Johnson,  92  Minn. 
167,  99  X.  W.  803,  to  the  extent  that  the 
memorandum,  although  not  made  a  part  of 
the  order,  might  "be  resorted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  interpreting  the  meaning  of  the 
findings;"  but,  as  limited  by  later  decisions, 
the  memorandum  cannot  be  referred  to  for 
the  purpose  of  impeaching  the  order,  where 
its  terms  are  clear  and  explicit.  Holland 
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V.  Great  Xorthem  R.  Co.  93  Minn.  373,  101 
X.  W.  608;  Kipp  v.  dinger,  97  Minn.  135, 
106  X.  W.  108;  Alton  v.  Chicago  M.  &  St. 
P.  R.  Co.  107  Minn.  457,  120  X.  W.  749. 

We  have  not  heretofore  had  occasion  to 
consider  the  peculiar  language  of  chapter 
46;  but  it  would  seem  that  the  law  was 
passed  for  the  express  purpose  of  changing 
the  rule  adopted  by  the  court.  The  use  of 
the  trial  court's  notes  for  the  purpose  of 
clearing  up  an  indefinite  order,  where  by 
inadvertence  the  court  had  granted  a  new 
trial  without  stating  the  grounds,  was  cer- 
tainly desirable.  The  legislation  was  in- 
tended to  apply  to  a  special  class  of  orders, 
however,  and  did  not  affect  the  decisions 
with  respect  to  orders  of  a  different  char- 
acter. Prior  to  1905  it  had  become  the  set- 
tled rule  that  the  memorandum  could  be 
referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  elucidating, 
but  not  impeaching,  the  order,  and  when 
the  language  of  chapter  46,  Laws  1901,  with 
the  word  "memorandum"  omitted,  was 
adopted  in  the  Revised  Laws  of  1905,  could 
it  have  been  for  the  purpose  of  restoring 
the  former  rule,  and  to  provide  that  the 
memorandum  should  not  be  referred  to  for 
any  purpose?  This  construction  should  not 
be  adopted,  if  there  is  any  other  reasonable 
explanation  for  the  omission.  The  codifiers 
and  the  legislature  may  have  proceeded  on 
the  theory  thaj;  it  was  no  longer  necessary 
to  retain  the  word  "memorandum."  This 
view  seems  reasonable,  and  we  hold  that 
the  purpose  of  the  amendment  was  to  ren- 
der the  statute  in  harmony  with  the  more 
recent  decisions  of  the  court,  which  con- 
sidered the  memorandum,  within  certain 
limits,  to  be  a  part  of  the  order. 

In  this  case  the  trial  court  did  not  spe- 
cifically state  that  the  evidence  was  insuf- 
ficient, but  did  state,  after  referring  with 
some  doubt,  as  to  the  propositions  of  law 
applicable  to  the  case,  that  it  was  best  that 
a  new  trial  be  granted.  This  could  only 
mean  that  the  court  was  not  satisfied  that 
the  evidence  was  sufficient  to  sustain  the 
verdict.  The  evidence  is  not  so  manifestly 
in  favor  of  the  verdict  as  to  require  reversal 
of  the  order,  and  it  is  accordingly  affirmed. 
In  view,  however,  of  the  request  of  counsel, 
and  the  statement  that  there  are  other  ac- 
tions dependent  upon  the  legal  propositions 
involved  in  this  case,  we  have  deemed  it 
proper  to  consider  the  questions  of  law  in- 
volved and  ruled  upon  by  the  trial  court. 

The  contract  was  made  with  Uren  as 
principal;  but  on  the  next  day  respondents 
were  informed  by  him  that  he  represented 
Kelley,  and  this  action  was  commenced 
against  both,  and  they  answered  jointly  and 
denied  the  contract  and  the  agency.  At  the 
opening  of  the  case  the  trial  court  was 
called  upon  to  compel  the  plaintiff  to  elect; 
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but  there  were  mo  facts  before  the  court 
except  what  appeared  in  the  pleadings. 
Where  a  person  contracts  with  another  who 
ia  in  fact  an  agent  of  an  undisclosed  prin- 
cipal, and,  after  learning  all  of  the  facts, 
brings  an  action  on  the  contract  and  re- 
covers judgment  against  the  agent,  such 
judgment  is  a  bar  to  an  action  against  the 
principal.  Lindquist  v.  Dickson,  98  Minn. 
369,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  729,  107  N.  W.  958,  8 
A.  t  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1024.  The  general  rule, 
as  stated  in  Wm.  Lindeke  Land  Co.  t.  Levy, 
76  Minn.  364,  79  N.  W.  314,  seems  to  be 
that  where  a  contract  by  parol  or  in  writing 
is  made  by  a  duly  authorized  agent,  without 
disclosing  his  principal,  and  the  other  con- 
tracting party  subsequently  discovers  the 
real  party,  he  may  abandon  his  right  to 
look  to  the  agent  personally,  and  may  resort 
to  the  principal.  But  the  only  question  in- 
volved in  that  case  was  whether  or  not 
parol  evidence  was  admissible  to  vary  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  by  showing  that  there 
was  an  undisclosed  principal,  and  the  case 
does  not  warrant  the  inference  that  the 
plaintiff  must  abandon  his  action  agninst 
the  agent  as  soon  as  he  discovers  that  there 
may  be  an  undisclosed  principal.  There  is 
no  conflict  between  these  two  cases.  It  does 
not  follow  that,  because  the  plaintiffs  can- 
not hold  both  the  agent  and  the  principal 
to  a  complete  performance  of  the  contract, 
they  were  compelled  to  elect  which  one  to 
pursue  immediately  upon  being  informed  by 
the  agent  that  he  represented  another. 

At  the  time  the  motion  was  made  to 
elect,  at  the  beginning  of  the  trial,  the 
court  was  informed  by  the  complaint  that 
Kelley  was  claimed  by  the  plaintiffs  to  be 
the  principal;  but  this  was  denied  by  the 
answer.  The  two  principal  questions  at 
issue  under  the  pleadings  were:  Was  there 
a  sale  of  the  stock  to  Urent  And  did  the 
relation  of  principal  and  agent  exist  be- 
tween Uren  and  Kelley!  Until  the  evidence 
disclosed  the  facts,  the  court  could  not  re- 
quire the  plaintiffs  to  elect.  Decisions  di- 
rectly in  point  are  rare;  but  it  was  held 
in  McLean  v.  Sexton,  44  App.  Div.  o20, 
60  N.  Y.  Supp.  871,  that  the  vendor  might 
sue  both  the  principal  and  agent  in  the  same 
action,  and  that  there  was  no  objection  in 
proceeding  to  judgment  against  both  parties, 
the  limitation  being  that  the  creditor  could 
not  finally  enforce  payment  of  his  claim 
from  both.  In  Tew  v.  Wolfsohn,  77  App. 
Div.  454,  79  N.  Y.  Supp.  286,  an  action  was 
brought  against  both  the  agent  and  his  prin- 
cipal on  a  contract  made  by  the  agent  with- 
out disclosing  his  agency,  and  it  was  held 
that  there  need  be  no  election  by  the  plain- 
tiff as  to  which  party  he  was  to  hold  until 
the  close  of  the  case.  It  is  there  stated 
that  it  would  be  manifestly  unjust  to  re- 
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quire  the  plaintiff  to  elect  in  Bucb  ease,  at 
least  before  all  of  the  evidence  was  in. 

The  motion  on  behalf  of  the  defendants 
to  compel  plaintiffs  to  elect  having  been  de- 
nied, the  cause  proceeded  to  trial,  and  de- 
fendant Uren  was  called  by  plaintiffs  for 
cross-examination  under  the  statute.  After 
his  testimony  and  that  of  other  witnesses 
was  received,  plaintiffs  rested,  and  defend- 
ants renewed  the  motion  to  compel  plain- 
tiffs to  elect.  Plaintiffs  objected;  but  the 
court  granted  the  motion,  and  thereupon, 
with  the  permission  of  the  court,  plaintiffs 
reopened  their  case,  and  dismissed  the  ac- 
tion as  to  defendant  Uren.  The  effect  of 
dismissing  as  to  defendant  Uren  was  an 
election  to  hold  defendant  Kelloy.  The 
cause  having  been  dismissed,  Kelley's  coun- 
sel made  a  motion  to  strike  out  all  of  the 
testimony  given  by  Uren,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  was  received  while  he  was  under 
cross-examination,  but  at  the  same  time  re- 
quested the  court  to  consider  Uren  to  have 
been  called  as  a  witness  on  the  part  of 
plaintiffs.  Plaintiffs  made  no  objection  to 
Uren  being  considered  their  witness,  the 
evidence  was  so  treated,  and  Kelley's  coun- 
sel declined  to  cross-examine  Uren.  .For 
this  reason,  defendant  is  not  in  position 
to  claim  that  he  was  prejudiced  by  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

It  is  further  urged  that  the  court  erred  in 
submitting  the  question  of  election  to  the 
jury,  and  in  instructing  the  jury  that,  un- 
der all  the  evidence,  they  might  determine 
whether  or  not  plaintiffs  had  elected  to  hold 
the  agent.  The  principal  facts  elucidated  at 
the  trial  with  respect  to  this  matter  were 
that,  the  next  day  after  the  contract  was 
made  and  the  stock  was  purchased,  plain- 
tiffs were  informed  that  Kelley  was  the  real 
party  in  interest,  and  that,  after  being  in- 
formed of  such  fact,  they  received  100  shares 
of  capital  stock  of  another  company  from 
Uren  to  be  sold  on  his  account,  which  they 
did  sell  and  apply,  and  the  further  fact  that 
Boon  thereafter  they  filed  a  complaint  in  the 
district  court  against  the  agent,  and  also 
that  the  plaintilTs  did  not  make  any  de- 
mands upon  or  commerce  any  action  against 
Kelley  until  twelve  months  after  being  in- 
formed that  he  was  the  real  principal. 

The  court  correctly  submitted  the  question 
to  the  jury  to  determine  as  a  question  of 
fact.  It  does  not  conclusively  appear  from 
the  evidence  that  plaintiffs  had  elected  to 
pursue  the  agent.  At  the  time  plaintiffs 
received  the  100  shares  of  stock  from  Uren 
to  sell  on  his  account,  they  had  been  told  by 
Uren  that  he  represented  Kelley;  but  Kelley 
denied  it.  Under  such  circumstances,  the 
fact  that  plaintiffs  did  not  proceed  against 
Kelley  until  about  a  year  after  Uren's  state- 
ment did  not  ncecssarilv  amount  to  an  elec- 
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tion  to  hold  Uren,  or  a  waiver  or  abandon- 
ment of  their  right  to  pursue  Kelley,  con- 
ceding that  it  was  not  necessary  to  plead 
waiver    or    abandonment    in    defense.      Of 
course,  if  an  agent,  at  the  time  of  the  mak- 
ing of  a  contract,  discloses  the  name  of  his 
principal,  and  the  contract  is  then  made 
with  the  agent  alone,  tho  person  making 
the    contract    cannot    maintain    an    action 
upon  it  against  the  principal.     So  held  in 
Silver  v.  Jordan,  136  Mass.  319.    But  this 
rule  simply  illustrates  the  reason  why  the 
plaintiff   should  not   be   required   to   elect 
until  he  is  put  in  possession  of  the  facts. 
In  Smethurst  t.  Ulitchell,  1  El.  &  EI.  622, 
it  was  found  that  the  plaintiff  had  waited 
an  unreasonable  time  after  discovering  the 
undisclosed  principal  before  commencing  an 
action  against  him,  and  that  the  principal 
had  in  the  meantime  changed  his  condition, 
having    acted    upon    the    supposilion    that 
plaintiff  had  elected  to  hold  the  agent.    But 
the  principle  controlling  in  that  case  has  no 
application  here,  because  there  was  no  evi- 
dence  that   appellant  Kelley  had  assumed 
any  new  responsibility  because  of  his  belief 
that  respondents  had  elected  to  pursue  his 
agent. 
Affirmed* 


paying  the  annual  premiums.  It  is  an  en- 
tire contract  of  insurance  for  life,  subject, 
when  so  stipulate.!,  to  discontinuance  and 
forfeiture  for  nonpayment  of  any  instal- 
ments of  premium.  Such  instalments  of 
premium  are  not  intended  as  the  considera- 
tion for  the  respective  years  in  which  they 
are  paid,  but  each  instalment  is,  in  fact, 
part  consideration  of  the  entire  insurance 
for  life. 
Same  —  forfeiture  —  premiums. 

6.  A  life  insurance  jwlicy,  when  once  it 
takes  effect  by  payment  of  the  first  year's 
premium  and  delivery  of  the  policy,  docs 
not  terminate  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  it 
is  a  contract  for  the  life  of  the  assured.  If 
the  policy  contains  no  provision  for  a  for- 
feiture thereof  by  reason  of  a  failure  of  the 
assured  to  pay  subsequent  premiums  annual- 
ly, a  failure  to  pay  such  premiums  on  the 
day  named  will  not  constitute  a  forfeiture 
of  such  policy.  All  that  the  company  can- 
demand  in  such  case  is  the  right  to  set  off 
against  the  amount  of  indemnity  it  has 
bound  itself  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  pre- 
miums remaining  unpaid,  with  interest 
thereon.         « 

(June  11,  1909.) 


HBXRASKA  SVPRESIE  COURT. 

IDA  L.  HAAS,  Appt., 

V. 

MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 
OF  NEW  YORK. 

(84  Neb.  682,  121  N.  W.  996.) 

Insurance  —  forfeiture  —  construction. 

1.  Forfeitures  are  Icfbked  upon  by  the 
courts  with  ill  favor,  and  will  be  enforced 
only  when  the  strict  letter  of  the  contract 
requires  it;  and  this  rule  applies  with  full 
force  to  policies  of  insurance. 

Contract  —  forfeiture  —  construction. 

2.  A  clause  stipulating  for  a  forfeiture  of 
a  contract  should  not  be  aided  or  given  ef- 
fect by  construction  in  a  case  where  the 
plain  meaning  of  the  language  used  does  not 
require  it.. 

Insurance  —  forfeiture  —  constrnction. 

3.  It  has  become  a  settled  rule  in  the  con- 
struction of  contracts  of  insurance  that 
policies  of  insurance  will  be  liberally  con- 
strued to  uphold  the  contract,  and  condi- 
tions contained  in  them  which  create  for- 
feitures will  be  construed  most  strongly 
against  the  insurer,  and  will  never  be  ex- 
tended beyond  the  strict  words  of  the  poli- 
cy. 

Ute  Insurance  •-  term  of  policy. 

4.  A  policy  of  life  insurance  is  not  a  con- 
tract of  assurance  for  a  single  year,  with  a 
privilege  of  renewal  from  year  to  year  by 

Headnotes  bv  Fawcett,  J. 
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Note.  —  Effect  of  failure  to  pay  periodi- 
cal premium  on  policy  of  life  insuT' 
ance  to  terminate  the  same,  in  t1u> 
absence  of  a  provision  for  forfeiture. 

The  conclusion  reached  in  the  above  case, 
that  a  failure  to  pay  the  prcininm  on  a 
life  insurance  policy  will  not  of  itself  avoid 
the  policy,  unless  the  policy  so  provides, 
finds  support  in  almost  all  the  authoritie*. 
Equitable  Life  Assur.  Soc.  v.  Golson,  150 
Ala.  508,  48  So.  1034;  GniwcU  v.  National 
Council  K.  '&  L.  S.  126  Mo.  App.  4p8,  101 
S.  W.  884;  Perry  v.  Bankers'  L.  Ins.  Co. 
47  App.  Div.  667,  62  N.  Y.  Supp.  553,  af- 
firmed without  opinion  in  167  N.  Y.  607,  60 
N.  E.  1118;  Woodfin  v.  Asheville  Mut  Ins. 
Co.  51  N.  C.  (6  Jones,  L.)  558;  Swander  v. 
Northern  Cent.  L.  Ins.  Co.  25  Ohio  C.  C. 
3;  Union  Cent.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Morrow,  7 
Ohio  S.  &  C.  P.  Dec.  118. 

In  Mandego  v.  Centennial  Mut.  Life  Aiso. 
64  Iowa,  134,  17  N.  W.  650,  19  N.  W.  877, 
while  the  policy  itself  did  not  contain  a 
provision  for  forfeiture  for  nonpayment  of 
premiums,  it  stated  that  it  was  issued  and 
accepted  in  consideration  of  the  agreements 
made  in  the  assured's  application,  and  in 
that  instrument  it  was  provided  that  a  fail- 
ure to  pay  the  annual  dues  should  avoid  the 
policy,  and  it  was  accordingly  held  that  tho 
policy  and  application  should  be  read  to- 
gether, and  that  a  failure  to  pay  annual 
dues  as  provided  in  the  application  rendered 
the  policy  void. 

The  only  case  to  throw  any  doubt  upon 
the  rule  as  declared  in  the  cases  first  cited 
herein  is  Provident  Sav.  Life  Assur.  Soc.  v. 
Taylor  74  C.  C.  A.  41,  142  Fed.  709  (affirm- 
in"  134  Fed.  932),  in  w)iich  there  is  a 
dictum  that  a  policy  which  contained  no 
I  express  provision  for  forfeiture  for  nonpay- 
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APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a,  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Douglas  County 
dismissing  the  petition  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  the  amounts  alleged  to  be  due 
on  certain  life  insurance  policies.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Joel  W.  West  and  Charlea  S. 
Elgutter  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  James  McKeen  and  Montgom- 
ery &  Hall,  for  appellee: 

A  contract  of  life  insurance  is  an  as- 
surance for  a  single  year,  with  a  privilege 
of  renewal  from  year  to  year  by  paying 
the  annual  premium,  and  is  not  an  entire 
contract  of  assurance  for  life  not  subject 
to  discontinuance  and  forfeiture  for  non- 
payment of  any  of  the  stipulated  premiums. 

Worthington  v.  Charter  Oak  L.  Ins.  Co. 
41  Conn.  390,  19  Am.  Rep.  496;  St.  Louis 
Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  V.  Grigsby,  10  Bush,  310; 
Montgomery  v.  Phoenix  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  14 
Bush,  51;  Richardson  v.  Mutual  L.  Ins. 
Co.  14  Ky.  L.  Rep.  187,  18  S.  W.  165; 
Dungan  v.  Mutual  Ben.  L.  Ins.  Co.  4G  Md. 
402;  Rose  v.  Mutual  L.  Ins.  Co.  240  111. 
45,  88  N.  E.  204;  Keyser  v.  Mutual  L.  Ins. 
Co.  104  111.  App.  72;  Bonner  v.  Mutual  L. 
Ins.  Co.  (Miss.)  36  So.  538;  Mutual  L. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Stegall,  1  Ga.  App.  611,  68  S.  E. 
70. 

Fawcctt,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Plaintiff  declared  on  two  policies  of  life 


insurance  for  $6,600  each,  issued  by  de- 
fendant to  her  husband,  Andrew  Haas,  the  i 
first  on  July  9,  1896,  and  the  second  on 
Xovcmber  28,  1896;  each  of  said  policies 
being  issued  upon  what  was  known  as  the 
twenty-year  distribution  life  plan.  The  de- 
ceased paid  four  full  years'  premiums  apoi 
the  first  of  said  policies  and  three  full 
years'  premiums  upon  the  second.  The  in- 
nual  premium  was  (190.85  on  each  of  nid 
policies.  The  four  annual  payments  upon 
the  first  policy  continued  it,  according  to 
its  terms,  until  July  9,  1900,  and  the  three 
payments  upon  the  second  continued  that 
policy,  according  to  its  terms,  until  Xo- 
vember  28,  1899.  The  assured  died  Ma;  1, 
1902.  Plaintiff  further  alleges  "that  after 
payment  of  said  four  premiums,  and  on 
the  18th  day  of  July,  1000,  the  time  for 
payment  of  the  fifth  annual  premium  under 
the  terms  of  said  policy,  there  was  accrued 
and  on  deposit  to  the  credit  of  said  in-  . 
sured,  Andrew  Haas,  in  the  possession  and  j 
under  the  control  of  said  defendant  com- 
pany, the  sum  of  $434.60,  the  property  of 
said  Andrew  Haas;  said  sum  being  the  ac-  j 
cumulated  surplus  of  the  annual  premiums 
paid  by  said  Haas  during  said  four  rears 
under  the  terms  of  the  policy.  No  part 
of  said  sum  has  been  returned  or  tendered 
by  said  company  to  said  insured  at  any 
time  during  his  lifetime,  or  to  this  plain- 
tiff after  his  death,  and  said  sum  has  re- 
mained  in   the   possession    and    under  the 


ment  of  premium,  but  which  provided  that 
the  insurance  was  granted  in  consideration, 
among  other  things,  of  the  payment  in  ad- 
vance of  a  certain  sum,  and  of  payment 
thereafter  of  a  like  sum  in  every  year  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  policy,  was  "im- 
pliedly subject  to  forfeiture  upon  failure  to 
perform  the  condition  subsequent  of  pay- 
ment of  premium  as  provided  in  the  con- 
tract taken  as  a  whole." 

Upon  the  principle  of  the  prevailing  rule, 
it  was  held  m  Mutual  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Allen, 
212  111.  134,  72  N.  E.  200,  affirming  113  111. 
App.  89,  that,  in  the  absence  of  a  provision 
in  the  policy  avoiding  the  same  in  the  event 
of  the  premium  not  being  paid  at  the  ma- 
turity of  a  note  taken  for  the  premium,  de- 
fault in  the  payment  of  such  note  would  not 
work  a  forfeiture  of  the  policy. 

And  in  Shaw  v.  Republic  L.  Ins.  Co.  67 
Barb.  .586,  affirmed  in  69  N.  Y.  286,  it  was 
held  that,  in  the  absence  of  an  agreement 
in  the  policy  that  the  nonpayment  of  a  note 
given  for  the  premium  thereon  should  avoid 
the  same,  the  nonpayment  of  the  note  at 
maturity  did  not  affect  the  validity  of  the 
insurance. 

And  in  Greenwood  v.  Home  L.  Ins.  Co.  21 
Canadian  Law  Times  Occ.  N.  90,  under  a 
statute  providing  that  no  condition  modify- 
ing or  impairine  the  effect  of  any  policy  of 
insurance  should  be  valid,  unless  such  con- 
dition was  set  out  in  full  on  the  face  or  back 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


of  the  policy,  a  failure  to  pay  a  note  given 
for  the  premium  was  held  not  to  avoid  the 
policy,  in  the  absence  of  a  stipulation  to 
that  effect  in  the  policy  or  indorsed  thereon, 
though  it  was  so  agreed  in  the  assured's  ap- 
plication, made  part  of  the  contract  of  in- 
surance. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  held  in  Ressler 
V.  Fidelity  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  110  Tenn.  411. 
75  S.  W.  73S,  that  the  failure  to  pay  a  note 
given  for  a  premium  would  avoid  the  polier, 
where  the  note  and  the  receipt  therefor  so 
stipulated,  though  it  was  not  so  provided  in 
the  policy  itself. 

And  in  Frank  v.  Sun  Life  Assur.  Co.  30 
Ont.  App.  Rep.  664,  affirmed  by  the  supreme 
court  in  23  Can.  S.  C.  152,  note,  it  was  held 
that  the  failure  to  pay  a  note  at  maturity, 
given  for  a  premium,  avoided  the  policy, 
though  the  latter  contained  no  condition  as 
to  forfeiture  for  nonpayment  of  premiums. 

Attention  niav  here  be  called  to  Nixon  v. 
Travellers'  Ins."  Co.  25  Wash.  254,  65  Pat 
105,  in  which  it  was  held  that  a  conten- 
tion that  there  was  no  provision  in  the  con- 
tract of  insurance  declaring  a  forfeiture  for 
the  nonpayment  of  an  instalment  of  a  pre- 
mium was  without  merit,  where  the  policy 
provided  that  it  should  be  void  upon  non- 
payment of  the  annual  premium,  and  the 
assured  exercised  an  option  given  by  tli* 
contract  to  pay  the  premium  quarterly. 
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control  of  said  insurance  company  avail- 
able as  n  premium  to  extend  said  policy 
in  the  «iim  of  $5,500,  as  aforesaid,  as  ex- 
tended insurance  for  more  than  four  years 
after  the  18th  day  of  July,  1900,  accord- 
ing to  the  tables  and  computations  in  use 
by  said  company  at  said  time  for  said  pur- 
pose," and  under  a  like  allegation  alleges 
that  the  defendant  company  had  the  sum 
of  $280.50  under  the  second  policy  avail- 
able as  a  premium  to  extend  said  policy 
for  three  years  and  ten  months  after  the 
time  for  which  the  three  annual  payments 
had  paid  the  premium.  Plaintiff  further 
alleges  as  to  each  of  snid  policies  that 
"on  the  7th  day  of  May,  1902,  the  plaintiff 
notifted  said  defendant  of  the  death  of  the 
Mid  Andrew  Haas,  and  demanded  payment 
of  the  amount  due  on  said  policy,  and  de- 
fendant, waiving  proof  of  such  death,  re- 
fused to  pay  snid  policy  upon  the  sole 
and  only  ground  that  the  said  policy  had 
become  forfeited  and  lapsed  for  the  non- 
payment of  premiums."  Plaintiff  further 
alleges  that  said  contracts  of  insurance  con- 
tained no  provision  authorizing  a  forfeiture 
thereof  for  nonpayment  of  premium,  that 
the  failure  to  pay  the  premiums  when  due 
was  a  delay  of  performance  of  such  pay- 
ment, and  that  defendant  by  reason  there- 
of has  a  lien  on  the  amount  of  the  insur- 
ance due  plaintiff  under  said  policies  to 
the  extent  of  said  unpaid  premiums  and  in- 
tprest;  and  that  on  September  24,  1906,  she 
tendered  to  defendant  all  premiums  subse- 
quent to  those  which  had  been  paid  by  the 
assured  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  to- 
gether with  legal  interest  thereon,  "which 
tender,  although  being  refused  by  the  de- 
fendant, the  plaintiiT  has,  at  all  times 
and  ever  since,  kept  good,  and  has  been 
and  is  now  ready,  willing,  and  able  to  pay, 
and  all  the  conditions  of  said  policy  to  be 
performed  and  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the 
said  Andrew  Haas  or  by  this  plaintiff  have 
been  duly  performed  and  complied  with." 
Both  policies  of  insurance  are  set  out  in 
kae  verba  in  the  petition.  To  this  petition 
defendant  filed  a  general  demurrer,  which 
the  district  court  sustained,  and,  plaintiff 
electing  to  stand  upon  her  petition,  judg- 
ment was  entered  dismissing  the  same  and 
for  costs,  from  which  judgment  this  appeal 
is  prosecuted. 

Plaintiff's  claim  for  a  reversal  of  the 
judgment  and  recovery  upon  the  policies  is 
based  upon  two  grounds: 

"  ( 1 )  There  is  no  express  provision  in  the 
policies  which  provides  for  a  forfeiture  be- 
rause  of  the  failure  to  pay  the  annual 
premium  on  the  date  fixed  for  the  pay- 
ment thereof,  nor  any  provision  of  like  im- 
port or  from  which  even  an  inference  might 
be  drawn  that  a  failure  to  pay  the  premium 
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ad  diem  would  render  the  policies  yoid  or 
work  a  forfeiture  thereof." 

(2)  That  nonpayment  of  premiums,  in 
view  of  the  incontestability  clause  in  the 
policies,  is  not  a  valid  ground  of  defense 
by  the  company,  because  nonpayment  of 
premium  is  not  named  as  an  exception  in 
the  general  provision  of  "incontestability." 

Defendant  contends:  "First.  That,  upon 
failure  of  Andrew  Haas  to  pay  the  pre- 
miums when  they  became  due,  the  policies 
in  controversy  terminated,  and  ceased  toi 
be  contracts  for  life  insurance,  though  they 
remained  in  force  for  the  period  of  six 
months  from  default,  as  contracts  for  the 
issuance  of  other  policies  for  life,  term,  or 
endowment  insurance,  at  the  election  ,of  the 
insured,  if  requested  by  him,  and  as  pro- 
vided in  the  policies.  Upon  his  failure  to 
exercise  his  option  in  this  respect,  the  pol- 
icies became  absolutely  void.  Second.  Re- 
gardless of  other  consideration,  upon  the 
death  of  Andrew  Haas,  while  in  default  of 
payment  of  premiums,  and  not  having  ex- 
ercised his  options  for  other  contracts,  the 
policies,  by  their  express  terms,  were  with- 
out force  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  because 
the  contract  in  each  policy  was  to  pay  'up- 
on the  following  condition,  and  subject  to 
the  provisions,  requirements,  and  benefits 
stated  on  the  back  of  this  policy,  which 
are  hereby  referred  to  and  made  a  part 
hereof.'  'The  following  condition,'  as  stat- 
ed in  the  policies,  is  that  'the  annual  pre- 
mium shall  be  paid  in  advance  on  delivery 
of  this  policy,  and  thereafter  to  the  com- 
pany at  its  home  ofSce  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  on  the  18th  day  of  July  in  every 
year  during  the  continuance  of  this  con- 
tract.' Third.  In  view  of  the  facts  and 
circumstances  disclosed  by,  and  properly  in- 
ferable from,  the  petition,  it  appears  that 
Andrew  Haas,  the  insured,  declined  to  con- 
tinue the  policies  of  insurance,  and  aban- 
doned the  contracts  evidenced  thereby ;  hence 
no  recovery  can  be  had  thereon  by  the  ap- 
pellant." The  result  of  our  consideration 
of  plaintiff's  first  contention  above  set  out 
renders  it  unnecessary  to  consider  her  sec- 
ond contention,  viz.,  the  incontestability 
clause  of  the  policy.  Defendant  seeks  to 
avoid  the  consequences  of  the  absence  from 
their  policies  of  any  forfeiture  clause,  on 
the  ground  that  "an  express  provision  that 
such  a  policy  of  life  insurance  shall  cease, 
terminate,  become  void,  or  be  forfeited  (the 
preferred  term  of  counsel  for  appellee),  is 
not  necessary.  Considering  all  of  the  pro- 
visions of  an  insurance  contract,  both  singly 
and  in  relation  to  each  other,  whether  def- 
initely expressed  or  properly  to  be  inferred, 
and  having  in  view  the  particular  char- 
acter of  a  life  insurance  policy  as  excep- 
tional, especially  touching  prompt  payment 
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of  premiiunB  and  the  necessity  of  certainty 
on  the  part  of  an  insurance  company  as  to 
the  status  of  its  contract  obligations,  it  is 
sufficient  if  it  appears  from  the  whole  con- 
tract that  it  was  intended  and  understood 
by  the  parties  that  nonpayment  of  premium 
would  terminate  the  policy,  except  as  to 
the  provisions  therein  for  other  insurance 
contracts  if  duly  applied  for."  In  order  to 
sustain  this  contention  of  defendant,  we 
would  be  compelled  to  hold  that  a  forfeiture 
•of  an  insurance  contract  may  be  created 
by  construction,  and  need  not  be  provided 
for  by  the  strict  terms  of  the  contract. 
Such  is  not  the  law. 

In  Perry  v.  Bankers'  L.  Ins.  Co.  47  App. 
Div.  507,  670,  62  N.  Y.  Supp.  553,  654,  the 
court  say  I  "It  is  alleged  that  a  premium 
which  was  due  on  the  2l8t  of  March,  1898, 
was  not  paid;  and  for  that  reason  it  is  said 
that  the  policy  had  become  forfeited.  The 
rule  is  well  settled  that  no  strained  or  forced 
construction  of  a  contract  will  be  resorted 
to  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  for- 
feiture; but  that,  to  warrant  a  party  in 
insisting  that  his  adversary  has  forfeited 
any  rights  which  he  would  be  entitled  to 
by  a  contract  between  them,  he  must  put 
his  finger  upon  the  specific  provision  of  the 
contract  which  requires  the  party  against 
whom  the  forfeiture  is  alleged  to  do  the 
thing  the  failure  to  do  which  is  lelied  upon 
to  work  a  forfeiture."  In  Carson  v.  Jersey 
City  Ins.  Co.  43  N.  J.  L.  300,  39  Am.  Rep. 
584,  686,  it  is  said:  "A  warranty  in  a  pol- 
icy of  insurance  excludes  all  argument  in 
regard  to  its  reasonableness  or  the  prob- 
able intent  of  the  parties.  If  the  policy 
contains  a  condition  which  in  law  amounts 
to  a  warranty  on  the  part  of  the  assured, 
he  can  derive  no  benefit  from  the  policy 
unless  the  condition  has  been  literally  per- 
formed. And  it  is  immaterial  to  what 
cause  noncompliance  is  attributable;  for,  if 
it  be  not  in  fact  complied  with,  the  as- 
sured will  forfeit  all  his  rights  under  the 
policy,  unless  the  forfeiture  has  been  waived 
by  the  insurer  [citing  cases].  Hence  it  has 
become  a  settled  rule  in  the  construction  of 
contracts  of  insurance  that  policies  of  in- 
surance will  be  liberally  construed  to  uphold 
the  contract,  and  conditions  contained  in 
them  which  create  forfeitures  will  be  con- 
strued most  strongly  against  the  insurer, 
and  will  never  be  extended  beyond  the  strict 
words  of  the  policy."  In  Burleigh  v.  Geb- 
hard  F.  Ins.  Co.  90  N.  Y.  220,  it  is  said: 
"Each  policy,  after  a  description  of  the 
property,  contained  this  statement:  'AH 
contained  in  their  frame  storehouse  with 
slate  roof,  situate,  detached  at  least  100 
feet,  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  Champlain.' " 
It  appeared  that  there  was,  at  the  time  the 
policies  were  issued,  a  small  building  about 
^«  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


75  feet  distant  from  the  gtorelionse,  occupied 
sometimes  as  an  office,  and  so  called.  It 
was  not  usually  used  for  storage  purposes, 
but  at  the  time  of  the  fire  it  contained 
eighty-three  kegs  of  powder  which  had  been 
temporarily  stored  therein.  The  companT 
contended  that  this  building  being  less  tbii 
100  feet  distant  from  the  building  contain- 
ing the  insured  property  rendered  the  pol- 
icy void.  Considering  that  question,  the 
court,  on  page  225,  say:  "But  the  fur- 
ther contention  that  the  language  must  be 
held  to  mean  detached  100  feet  from  any 
other  building  of  such  character  as  to  con- 
stitute an  exposure  and  increase  the  risk 
seems  to  us  a  sensible  and  just  construc- 
tion. The  brevity  of  the  language  requires 
that  something  be  added  to  complete  and 
elucidate  the  meaning.  The  phrase  may 
mean  detached  100  feet  from  any  other 
building  whatever  its  size  or  character.  This 
would  be  a  rigorous  and  severe  interpreta- 
tion most  favorable  to  the  insurer  and  oper- 
ating harshly  upon  the  insured.  So  con- 
strued, it  would  make  anything  which  could 
be  deemed  a  building,  however  small  or 
insignificant,  as  an  ice  house,  or  privy,  or 
open  shed,  within  the  prescribed  distance, 
operate  as  a  breach  of  the  warranty.  If  a 
construction  so  literal  or  severe  is  intended 
by  the  insurer,  he  shoiild  at  least  say  so 
by  apt  and  appropriate  language,  and  not' 
ask  the  courts  to  supply  it  by  intendment" 
In  State  Ins.  Co.  v.  Maackens,  38  N.  J.  L. 
564,  the  seventh  paragraph  of  the  syllabus 
reads:  "The  conditions  in  a  policy  of  in- 
surance with  respect  to  the  remedy  of  the 
insured  on  the  policy  derive  their  efficacy 
entirely  from  the  contract.  They  create  re- 
strictions on  his  right  to  redress,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  insurer,  which  do  not  exist 
by  the  general  law,  and  are  to  be  construed 
strictly."  In  the  opinion  on  page  572  it  is 
said:  "To  give  effect  to  such  a  stipula- 
tion in  cases  not  within  its  terms  would  be 
to  aid  in  a  forfeiture,  which  the  law  never 
permits,  except  in  cases  where  the  forfei- 
ture arises  under  the  exact  words  of  the 
instrument."  In  Franklin  L.  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Wallace,  93  Ind.  7,  the  first  paragraph  of 
the  syllabus  reads;  "Forfeiture''  are  not 
favored,  find,  where  the  language  of  the 
policy  is  doubtful,  courts  will  adopt  that 
construction  which  will  avert  a  forfeiture." 
In  Northwestern  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Haze- 
lett,  106  Ind.  212,  216,  66  Am.  Rep.  192, 
4  N.  E.  682,  684,  the  court  say:  "Courts 
will  construe  a  contract  of  insurance  lib- 
erally, so  as  to  give  it  effect  rather  than  to 
make  it  void.  Conditions  which  create  for- 
feitures will  be  construed  most  strongly 
against  the  insurer.  Only  a  stern  legal 
necessity  will  induce  such  a  construction  as 
will  nullify  the  policy."    In  2  Bacon  on  Ben- 
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efit  Societies  &  Life  Insurance,  3d  ed.  S  362, 
it  is  said:  "Tlie  parties  to  a  contract  of 
insurance  are  free  to  insert  in  it  what- 
ever conditions  they  please,  provided  there 
be  nothing  in  them  contrary  to  the  common 
or  statute  law  or  public  policy,  and  conse- 
quently they  may  agree  that  the  policy  shall 
be  forfeited  for  nonpayment  of  premium  at 
the- appointed  day.  But,  in  the  absence  of 
any  stipulation  so  providing,  the  nonpay- 
ment of  a  premium  will  not  effect  a  forfei- 
ture." In  May  on  Insurance,  vol.  2,  §  343, 
we  read:  "If,  however,  the  policy  contains 
no  such  proviso  [that  is  a  proviso  for  for- 
feiture], though  the  charter  and  by-laws 
require  the  payment  of  annual  premiums, 
the  nonpayment  of  the  annual  premium 
when  due  does  not  work  a  forfeiture.  Such 
a  policy  insures  for  the  number  of  years 
stipulated  absolutely,  leaving  the  annual 
payment  of  the  premium  to  be  enforced,  not 
as  a  condition,  but  as  a  part  of  the  con- 
sideration agreed  to  b*  paid."  In  Neder- 
land  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Meinert,  62  C.  C.  A. 
377,  380,  127  Fed.  651,  654,  the  circuit 
court  of  appeals  for  the  seventh  circuit,  in 
considering  a  policy  issued  by  a  New  York 
company  to  a  resident  of  Indiana,  where 
the  defense  was  nonpayment  of  premium, 
and  the  reply  was  that  the  contract  was  to 
be  construed  as  a  New  York  contract,  and 
that  the  company  had  not  given  notice  of 
forfeiture  required  by  the  statutes  of  New 
York,  held  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  on  that 
point.  In  discussing  the  law  of  forfeiture 
they  say:  "It  [the  policy]  has  not  been 
forfeited,  unless  it  is  by  virtue  of  the  ex- 
press provision  in  the  policy  providing  for 
forfeiture.  Without  a  clause  providing  for 
a  forfeiture,  the  policy  is  not  forfeited  for 
nonpayment  of  the  premium  any  more  than 
a  land  contract  is  forfeited  by  nonpayment 
of  principal  or  interest  when  due.  The 
rule  is  laid  down  in  19  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  44,  as  follows:  'Since  for- 
feitures are  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  law,  a 
default  in  the  payment  of  a  premium  on 
life  insurance  does  not  forfeit  the  policy 
where  there  is  no  stipulation  to  that  effect 
in  the  policy.'  This  is  the  well-settled  rule. 
The  reason  why  forfeitures  are  odious  in 
the  eyes  of  the  law,  and  are  said  to  be  ab- 
horred, is  that  they  are  not  equitable.  Nev- 
ertheless, if  a  policy  of  insurance  provides  in 
express  terms  for  a  forfeiture  for  nonpay- 
ment of  the  premium  when  due,  the  law 
will  enforce  it.  But,  before  the  court  will 
declare  a  fbrfeiture,  the  conditions  of  the 
policy  upon  which  the  forfeiture  is  founded 
must  be  strictly  complied  with.  And  this 
brings  us  to  the  only  remaining  question 
in  the  case:  Wliether  the  provisions  of  the 
policy  in  regard  to  notice  of  forfeiture  have 
been  complied  with  by  the  company.  This 
26  L.RA.(N.8.) 


provision  is  inserted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
company.  It  is  the  company's  language, 
and  it  cannot  complain  if  the  court,  as  it 
will,  place  a  strict  construction  upon  it 
to  save  a  forfeiture  if  possible."  While  it 
is  true  that  this  case  was  reversed  by  the 
supreme  court,  the  reversal  was  upon  the 
ground  that  the  company  bad  duly  forfeited 
the  policy  by  a  proper  notice  in  compliance 
with  the  laws  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
but  the  holding  of  the  circuit  court  of  ap- 
peals on- the  question  of  forfeiture  without 
a  forfeiture  clause  is  not  disturbed. 

Cases  exactly  in  point  are  very  few  in 
number.  In  Swander  v.  Northern  Cent.  L. 
Ins.  Co.  25  Ohio  C.  C.  in  considering  a  case 
of  this  kind,  on  page  11,  it  is  said:  "This 
is  the  only  case  we  have  found  where  there 
was  no  clause  of  forfeiture  in  the  policy." 
Again,  on  page  12,  he  says:  "There  are 
very  few  cases  upon  such  policies,  because 
it  is  very  unusual  that  a  forfeiture  clause 
is  omitted,  and  the  question  seems  to  have 
seldom  arisen."  In  the  opinion  ou  pages 
10  and  11  it  is  said:  "In  a  North  Carolina 
case  (Woodfin  v.  Asheville  Mut.  Ins.  Co. 
61  N.  C.  [6  Jones,  L.]  558)  it  was  held 
that,  where  there  was  no  clause  of  forfei- 
ture, the  policy  could  not  be  forfeited  for 
nonpayment,  but  that  it  was  an  absolute 
contract  and  the  company  could  not  claim 
a  forfeiture,  but  could  only  look  to  the 
personal  responsibility  of  the  party  liable 
for  the  premium.  This  is  the  only  case 
ive  have  found  where  there  was  no  clause 
of  forfeiture  in  the  policy.  It  was  decided 
a  great  many  years  ago  by  Chief  Justice 
Pearson,  when  Judge  Kuflin  was  upon  the 
bench  of  that  state  and  was  one  of  the 
court."  Quoting  further  from  the  North 
Carolina  case,  the  court  say:  "In  the  opin- 
ion Chief  Justice  Pearson  says:  'Upon  the 
point  that  the  policy  was  forfeited  by  rea- 
son of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  plain- 
tiff to  pay  the  annual  instalment,  this 
court  is  of  opinion  with  the  plaintiff,  irre- 
spective of  the  question  of  notice.  The 
policy  contains  no  condition  by  which  it  is 
to  be  void  if  such  payment  is  not  made, 
but  insures  the  life  of  the  slave  for  five 
years  absolutely  in  this  respect, — leaving 
the  annual  payment  of  $12.24  to  be  enforced, 
not  as  a  condition,  but  as  a  part  of  the 
consideration.'"  Then,  discussing  the  case 
which  the  court  itself  was  considering,  it 
is  said:  "Nor  does  this  policy  that  is  be- 
fore us  contain  any  condition  that,  if  the 
payment  of  premium  is  not  made  when  due, 
that  the  policy  is  to  become  void  and  cease 
and  determine.  There  are  some  expressions 
in  this  policy  which,  as  has  been  urged, 
indicate  that  nonpayment  of  dues  might  be 
regarded  as  a  forfeiture  of  the  policy,  and 
that   the   policy  might,   under   certain   cir- 
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cumstances,  lapse;  but  there  is  no  express 
provision  of  forfeiture,  and  in  view  of  the 
authorities  holding  that,  where  there  is  a 
provision  of  absolute  forfeiture,  it  is  to  be 
construed  strictly  in  favor  of  the  insured, 
and  may  be  waived  by  the  insurance  com- 
pany by  its  conduct,  it  would  seem  as  though 
a  court  ought  not  to  import  into  an  insur- 
ance policy  a  clause  of  forfeiture  which 
does  not  in  fact  there  exist."  In  Sanford 
T.  California  Farmers'  Mut.  F.  Ins.  Asso. 
63  Cal.  647,  the  syllabus  reads:  "A  policy 
of  insurance  issued  to  one  of  its  members 
by  a  mutual  insurance,  company  having 
authority  to  levy  assessments  upon  the 
members  for  their  proportion  of  the  losses 
and  expenses  of  the  company  is  not  forfeit- 
ed or  suspended  by  the  failure  of  the  in- 
sured to  pay  an  assessment  thus  levied, 
unless  such  forfeiture  or  suspension  is  pro- 
vided for  as  a  part  of  the  contract  of  in- 
surance." A  very  interesting  case  on  this 
subject  is  the  case  of  McMaster  v.  New 
York  L.  Ins.  Co.  78  Fed.  33,  which  originated 
in  the  United  States  circuit  court,  northern 
district  of  Iowa,  and  twice  ran  its  course 
through  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  and 
the_  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
The  policy  in  that  case  allowed  thirty  days' 
extension  of  time  in  which  to  pay  the  pre- 
mium. The  real  controversy  in  the  case 
was  whether  the  thirty  days'  grace  expired 
on  January  12th  or  January  18th.  The  ap- 
plication was  dated  December  12,  1893,  the 
policies  (Ave  in  number  for  $1,000  each) 
were  dated  December  18,  1893,  but  were  not 
delivered  until  December  26th  of  that  year. 
The  policies  contained  a  provision  inserted 
without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  in- 
sured, that  sXibsequent  premiums  should  be 
paid  on  December  12th  of  each  year.  The 
first  year's  premium  was  paid.  The  as- 
sured died  on  January  18,  1895.  If  the 
premium  was  due  on  December  12th,  then 
oven  with  the  thirty  days'  grace  the  as- 
sured was  in  default.  But,  if  the  premiums 
were  not  due  until  December  18th,  the 
thirty  days'  grace  entitled  the  beneficiary 
to  recover.  An  action  at  law  was  com- 
menced upon  the  policies.  Pending  the 
hearing  of  that  action,  plaintiff  filed  his 
bill  to  reform  the  policies  so  that  by  their 
terms  the  premium  would  be  due  on  De- 
cember 18th,  instead  of  December  12th,  as 
stated  in  the  policies.  On  the  hearing  of 
that  case  (78  Fed.  33)  Judge  Sbiras  grant- 
ed the  prayer  of  the  appellee,  and  entered 
a  decree  reforming  the  policies  in  accord- 
ance therewith.  On  appeal  to  the  circuit 
court  of  appeals  that  decree  was  reversed 
(New  York  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  McMaster,  30  C. 
C.  A.  532,  67  U.  S.  App.  638,  87  Fed.  03), 
the  court  concluding  its  opinion  in  these 
words:  "Under  the  evidence  presented  in 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


this  record,  the  appellee  cannot  recover  upon 
these  policies,  either  at  law  or  in  equity; 
and  the  decree  below  must  be  reversed,  and 
the  case  must  be  remanded  to  the  court  be- 
low, with  directions  to  dismiss  the  bill.' 
Application  was  made  in  the  Supreme  Court 
for  a  writ  of  certiorari,  but  was  denied. 
Thereupon  the  action  at  law  came  on  for 
trial  before  Judge  Shiras;  a  jury  being 
waived.  The  judge,  in  quite  a  lengthy  opin- 
ion reported  in  90  Fed.  40,  reviewed  the 
case  in  detail,  concluding  on  page  57  as 
follows :  "If  free  to  give  judgment  according 
to  my  own  view  of  the  questions  involved, 
I  should  find  for  the  plaintiff;  but,  as  al- 
ready stated,  the  circuit  court  of  appeals 
held  in  the  equity  case  that  there  could  be 
no  recovery  on  the  policies  at  law  or  in 
equity,  and  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  follow  this 
ruling,  leaving  it  to  the  plaintiff  to  carry 
this  action  at  law  before  that  court  for  its 
further  consideration;  and  therefore,  while 
my  opinion  is  with  the  plaintiff,  the  judg- 
ment must  be  for  the  defendant."  In  con- 
sidering the  case  Judge  Shiras  made  a 
numbei'  of  findings;  the  eighteenth  finding 
being  "that  the  defendant  company  has  not 
paid  said  policies,  or  any  part  thereof, 
and,  assuming  the  same  to  be  valid,  there 
is  due  thereon  November  1,  1898,  the  sum  of 
$6,966,  after  deducting  from  the  face  of  the 
policies  the  amount  of  the  second  premiums, 
with  interest  thereon  to  March  14,  1895." 
In  the  course  of  his  opinion  Judge  Shiras 
on  page  52  says:  "If  policies  of  life  insur- 
ance were  like  fire  insurance  contracts, 
where  the  risk  assumed  by  the  company 
terminates  at  a  date  fixed  in  the  contract, 
there  might  be  some  force  in  the  argument; 
but  such  is  not  the  case,  and  the  analogy 
suggested  is  misleading.  In  fire  insurance 
contracts  the  risk  is  assumed  for  a  fixed 
period,  and  the  premiums  demanded  and 
paid  only  keep  the  contract  in  force  for  a 
named  and  known  period.  When  that  pe- 
riod elapses,  the  contract  is  at  an  end.  un- 
less new  life  is  given  it  by  a  renewal  for 
another  fixed  period,  and  in  such  cases  the 
payment  of  a  year's  premiums  only  entitles 
the  insured  to  protection  against  loss  fur 
that  period.  In  cases  of  life  insurance 
under  policies  such  as  are  sued  on  in  this 
case,  the  contract  of  insurance,  when  once 
it  takes  effect  by  payment  of  the  first  year's 
premitun  and  delivery  of  tne  policies,  does 
not  terminate  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  it 
is  a  contract  for  the  life  of  the  assured.  In 
other  words,  when  the  company  ^n  this  case 
issued  these  policies  under  date  of  December 
18,  1893,  received  payment  of  the  first  pre- 
miums thereon,  and  delivered  the  policies 
to  McMaster,  the  company  agreed  on  it-s 
part  to  pay  the  amounts  called  for  in  the 
policies   to   the   estate   of   McMaster   upon 
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his  death,  vhenever  that  event  might  occur. 
If  the  policies  contained  no  provision  for  the 
forfeiture  thereof,  no  further  payment  on 
part  of  McMaster  would  have  been  needed 
to  keep  the  policies  in  full  force.  All  the 
company  could  demand  in  such  case  would 
be  the  right  to  set  off  against  the  amount 
of  indemnity  it  had  bound  itself  to  pay 
the  amount  of  the  premiums  remaining 
unpaid,  with  interest  thereon."  Plaintiff 
prosecuted  error  to  tki  circuit  court  of  ap- 
peals, where  the  judgf jent  was  afSrmed.  40 
C.  C.  A.  119,  99  Fed.  856,  Caldwell,  Cir- 
cuit Judge,  dissenting,  p.  134.  On  writ  of 
certiorari  to  the  United  States  circuit  court 
of  appeals  for  the  eighth  circuit,  the  case 
was  reviewed  by  the  Supreme  Court.  183 
U.  S.  25,  46  L.  ed.  64,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  10. 
After  a  full  review  of  the  case,  the  Supreme 
Court  in  an  opinion  by  Mr.  Chief  Justice 
Fuller  ordered:  "The  judgment  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  appeals  is  reversed,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  circuit  court  is  also  reversed, 
and  the  cause  is  remanded  to  the  latter  court, 
with  a  direction  to  enter  judgment  for  plain- 
tiff in  accordance  with  the  eighteenth  find- 
ing with  interests  and  costs."  It  is  argued  by 
counsel  for  defendant  that  the  language  of 
Judge  Shiras  above  quoted  is  dictum.  Even 
80,  it  was  the  opinion  of  an  able  judge, 
and  is  in  harmony  with  the  whole  current 
of  authority  on  that  subject.  Moreover, 
it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  circuit  court 
of  appeals,  which  held  views  radically  at 
variance  from  the  views  of  Judge  Shiras, 
in  no  manner  condemned  or  criticized  the 
language  above  quoted;  nor  does  it  meet 
with  any  condemnation  or  criticism  in  the 
Supreme  Court. 

In  New  York  L.  Ins.  Co.  y.  Statham,  93 
U.  S.  24,  23  L.  ed.  789,  it  is  said:  "We 
agree  with  the  court  below  that  the  contract 
is  not  an  assurance  for  a  single  year,  with 
a  privilege  of  renewal  from  year  to  year  by 
paying  the  annua]  premium,  but  that  it  is 
nn  entire  contract  of  assurance  for  life,  sub- 
ject to  discontinuance  and  forfeiture  for 
nonpayment  of  any  of  the  stipulated  pre- 
miums. Such  i%  the  form  of  the  contract, 
'  and  such  is  its  character.  It  has  been 
contended  that  the  payment  of  each  premium 
is  the  consideration  for  insurance  during 
the  next  following  year,  as  in  fire  policies. 
But  the  position  is  untenable.  It  often  hap- 
pens that  the  assured  pays  the  entire  pre- 
mium in  advance,  or  in  five,  ten,  or  twenty 
annual  instalments.  Such  instalments  are 
clearly  not  intended  as  the  consideration 
for  the  respective  years  in  which  they  are 
paid;  for,  after  ther  are  all  paid,  the  policy 
stands  good  for  the  balance  of  the  life  In- 
sured without  any  further  payment.  Each 
instalment  is,  in  fact,  part  consideration 
of  the  entire  insurance  for  life.  It  is  the 
20  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
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same  thing  where  the  annual  premiums  are 
spread  over  the  whole  life.  The  value  of 
assurance  for  one  year  of  a  man's  life  when 
he  is  young,  strong,  and  healthy  is  mani- 
festly not  the  same  as  when  he  is  old  and 
decrepit.  There  is  no  proper  relation  be- 
tween the  annual  premium  and  the  risk  <>f 
assurance  for  the  year  in  which  it  is  paid. 
This  idea  of  assurance  from  year  to  year  is 
the  suggestion  of  ingenious  counsel.  The 
annual  premiums  are  an  annuity,  the  pres- 
ent value  of  which  is  calculated  to  corres- 
pond with  the  present  value  of  the  amount 
assured;  a  reasonable  percentage  being  add- 
ed to  the  premiums  to  cover  expenses  and 
contingencies.  The  whole  premiums  are  bal- 
anced against  the  whole  insurance.  But, 
whilst  this  is  true,  it  must  be  conceded  that 
promptness  of  payment  is  essential  in  the 
business  of  life  insurance.  All  the  calcula- 
tions of  the  insurance  company  are  based 
on  the  hypothesis  of  prompt  payments. 
They  not  only  calculate  on  the  receipt  of 
the  premiums  when  due,  but  on  compound- 
ing interest  upon  them.  It  is  on  this  basis 
that  they  are  enabled  to  offer  assurance  at 
the  favorable  rates  they  do.  Forfeiture  for 
nonpayment  is  a  necessary  means  of  protect- 
ing themselves  from  embarrassment.  -Un- 
less it  were  enforceable,  the  business  would 
be  thrown  into  utter  confusion.  It  is  like 
the  forfeiture  of  shares  in  mining  enter- 
prises and  all  other  hazardous  undertakings. 
There  must  be  power  to  cut  off  unprofitable 
members,  or  the  success  of  the  whole  scheme 
is  endangered."  After  some  further  discus- 
sion of  like  character,  the  opinion  continues : 
"The  case,  therefore,  is  one  in  which  time 
is  material,  and  of  the  essence  of  the  con- 
tract. Nonpayment  at  the  day  involves  ab- 
solute forfeiture,  if  such  be  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  as  is  the  case  here."  This  case  is 
cited,  not  only  in  the  McMaster  Case,  78 
Fed.  33,  and  183  U.  S.  26,  46  L.  ed.  64,. 22 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  10,  supra,  but  also  in  niuner- 
ous  other  cases  which  we  have  examined. 

This  court  is  thoroughly  committed  to  the 
rule  announced  in  the  above  cases.  In  Con- 
necticut F.  Ins.  Co.  V.  Jeary,  60  Neb.  338, 
51  L.R.A.  698,  83  N.  W.  78,  we  held:  "For- 
feitures are  looked  upon  by  the  courts  with 
ill  favor,  and  will  be  enforced  only  when 
the  strict  letter  of  the  contract  requires 
it;  and  this  rule  applies  with  full  force  to 
policies  of  insurance."  This  syllabus  is  quot- 
ed and  reaffirmed  in  the  late  case  of  Hamann 
V.  Nebraska  Underwriters'  Ins.  Co.  82  Neb. 
429,  118  N.  W.  66.  In  Jensen  v.  Palatine 
Ins.  Co.  81  Neb.  523, 116  N.  VV.  286,  we  held: 
"A  clause  stipulating  for  the  forfeiture  of 
a  contract  should  not  be  aided  or  given  ef- 
fect by  construction  in  a  case  where  the 
plain  meaning  of  the  language  used  does 
not   require   it"    To   the   same   effect  are 
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Springfield  F.  &  M.  Ins.  Co.  v.  McLimans, 
28  Neb.  846,  45  N.  W.  171;  Phenix  Ins. 
Co.  T.  Omaha  Loan  &  T.  Co.  41  Neb.  834, 
26  L.R.A.  679,  60  N.  W.  133;  Farmers'  & 
M.  Ins.  Co.  V.  Newman,  58  Neb.  504,  78 
N.  W.  033;  Connecticut  F.  Ins.  Co.  v. 
VVaugh,  60  Neb.  353,  83  N.  W.  1118.  In 
Phenix  Ins.  Co.  v.  Omaha  Loan  &  T.  Co.  su- 
pra, the  policy  was  issued  to  one  Nathaniel 
S.  Crew  upon  his  barn  and  other  buildings 
situate  on  his  farm  in  BuiTalo  county.  The 
trust  company  held  a  mortgage  upon  the 
farm.  To  the  policy  was  attached  what  is 
known  as  a  "mortgage  slip,"  which  read  as 
follows:  "Loss,  if  any,  payable  to  Omaha 
Loan  &  Trust  Company,  of  Omaha,  Nebras- 
ka, mortgagee,  or  its  assigns,  as  its  inter- 
ests may  appear.  It  is  hereby  agreed  that 
this  insurance,  as  to  the  interest  of  the 
mortgagee  only  therein,  shall  not  be  in- 
validated by  any  act  or  neglect  of  the  mort- 
gagor or  owner  of  the  property  insured,  nor 
by  the  occupation  of  the  premises  for  pur- 
poses more  hazardous  than  are  permitted  by 
this  policy.  It  is  further  agreed  that  the 
mortgagee  shall  notify  said  company  of  any 
change  of  ownership  or  increase  of  hazard 
which  shall  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
said  mortgagee,  and  that  every  increase  of 
hazard  not  permitted  by  this  policy  to  the 
mortgagor  or  owner  shall  be  paid  for  by  the 
mortgagee  on  reasonable  demand,  according 
to  the  established  scale  of  rates,  for  the 
whole  term  of  use  of  such  increased  hazard." 
Subsequent  to  the  issuance  of  the  policy. 
Crew  sold  and  conveyed  the  property  to  one 
Platter,  and  immediately  notified  the  trust 
company  of  such  sale.  Thereafter,  for  a 
period  of  about  three  years,  the  company 
sent  its  notices  of  maturing  interest  to  Plat- 
ter, and  received  payments  of  the  same  from 
him.  Neither  Crew,  Platter,  nor  the  trust 
company  ever  notified  the  insurance  com- 
pany of  the  sale,  so  that  the  terms  of  the 
"mortgage  slip"  were  clearly  violated.  The 
company  defended  upon  that  ground.  We 
held  the  insurance  company  liable;  one  of 
the  main  grounds  for  such  holding  being: 
"The  policy  does  not  provide  when  the  mort- 
gagee shall  give  this  notice,  nor  is  there  any 
provision  in  the  policy  or  'mortgage  slip' 
to  the  effect  that,  in  case  the  mortgagee 
comes  into  possession  of  knowledge  that 
the  hazard  of  the  risk  has  been  increased 
or  that  the  property  has  been  conveyed,  and 
neglects  to  notify  the  insurance  company 
thereof  that  the  policy  shall  therefore  be 
void."  It  will  be  seen  that  in  that  case  the 
trust  company  had  clearly  and  unequivocal- 
ly violated  the  terms  of  its  agreement  with 
the  insurer,  and  yet,  because  the  contract 
contained  no  clause  rendering  the  policy  j 
void  by  reason  thereof,  the  policy  was  sus' 
26  L.U.A.(N.S.) 


tained,  and  the  trust  company  permitted  to 
recover. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff  in  his '  brief  luri: 
"With  a  good  deal  of  confidence  we  assort 
the  negative  proposition  that  no  case  can  b.' 
found  where  a  policy  of  life  insurance  which 
contains  no  express  provision  providing  for 
a  forfeiture  has  been  hold  to  be  void  or 
nonenforccable  because  of  the  nonpaynirnt 
of  a  premium."  Ihe  writer  accepted  this 
challenge,  biit,  after  three  days  of  indus- 
trious, independent  investigation,  he  has 
failed  to  find  such  a  case.  Counsel  fcr 
defendant  have  also  been  unable  to  meet  the 
challenge  thus  given.  In  answer  thereto, 
they  say  that  counsel  for  plaintiff  "apjM-ar 
to  have  overlooked  the  recent  important,  de- 
cision of  the  supreme  court  of  Illinois  in 
Weston  V.  State  Mut.  Life  Assur.  Co.  234 
111.  492,  498,  84  N.  E.  1073."  I.*t  us  ex- 
amine that  case  and  see  if  it  so  holds.  In 
that  case  the  assured,  Curtis,  had  newt 
paid  a  single  dollar  of  premium.  It  seems 
that  he  was  an  old  friend  of  Clardy.  the 
general  agent  of  the  company  at  St.  Louis. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  agent  would  give 
Curtis  credit  for  part  of  his  commission  on 
the  first  year's  premium.  Two  policies  wore 
issued,  of  $3,500  each.  Premiums  were  to 
be  paid  quarterly.  The  first  quarterly  pay- 
ment on  the  two  policies  was  $58.80.  Clardy 
gave  Curtis  credit  for  $17.G4,  and  sent  him 
the  policies  with  a  request  to  remit  $41. IC. 
Curtis  did  not  send  the  check.  The  policies 
were  sent  to  Curtis  July  5,  1889.  On  July 
26th  Clardy  wrote  Curtis,  advising  him  that 
he,  Clardy,  had  advanced  the  premium  to  the 
company,  and  asking  for  a  remittance  by 
the  23d  of  August  at  the  latest.  On  August 
16th  Clardy  again  wrote,  asking  Curtis  to 
forward  his  check  so  as  to  reach  St.  Louis 
on  the  morning  of  the  24th.  On  August 
23d  Curtis  wrote  a  letter  to  Clardy,  stating 
that  he  was  very  much  embarrassed  at  not 
being  able  to  meet  his  obligation;  that  he 
was  disappointed  in  getting  certain  moneys 
which  he  had  expected,  and  inclosed  Clardy 
a  thirty-day  note  for  the  $41.16.  On  Octo- 
ber 26th  Clardy  wrote  Cur||s,  reminding  him 
that  his  note  had  been  over  due  for  more  . 
than  a  month,  stating  that  he  had  written 
several  letters  which  had  been  unnoticed, 
and  asking  him  to  remit.  On  Novem'uor  3d 
Curtis  wrote  Clardy,  stating  that  he  had  had 
trouble  and  sickness,  several  memliers  of 
his  family  having  been  ill,  and  wound  up 
his  letter  as  follows:  "I  am  in  close  quar- 
ters all  around,  and  just  at  present  I  dni^ 
know  which  way  to  turn.  Will  be  obliged 
to  give  up  insurance,  for  I  cannot  pay  for 
same  as  I  am  now  situated.  When  I  ap- 
plied all  looked  rosy.  It  is  quite  different 
now.  What  shall  I  doT  Suggest  something. 
What  I  owe  you  I  will  pay."    On  November 
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6th  Clardy  wrote  hiin,  expressing  regret  at 
his  misfortunes,  and  stating  that,  while  he 
was  anxious  to  get  his  own  "g^d  money," 
he  would  like  to  keep  the  amount  which  bad 
been  written  in  force,  and  stating:  "If  you 
can  send  me  $25  in  cash  and  your  note  for 
$17,  I  will  send  yon  receipts  keeping  this 
insurance  in  force  until  December  30,  and 
will  wait  a  reasonable  time  for  you  to  pay 
the  notes.  Now  let  me  know  what  you  can 
do.  You  should  by  no  means  let  this  chance 
go  by  to  keep  insured.  Your  family  needs 
the  protection."  On  December  Ist  Clardy 
again  wrote  Curtis  as  follows:  "You  never 
said  what  you  would  do  with  my  last  propo- 
sition regarding  your  own  insurance.  Can't 
you  look  up  that  letter  and  give  me  an 
answer?  I  think  you  ought  to  accept  it  if 
it  is  possible  for  you  to  do  so."  Curtis  did 
not  reply  to  either  of  these  last  two  letters. 
January  11th  Clardy  wrote  Curtis:  "Can- 
not you  do  something  for  me  on  your  note 
for  $41.16?"  On  January  13th  Curtis  wrotn 
from  Glenwood,  Iowa,  this  reply,  on  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Clardy  letter.  "The  above 
reached  me  here.  I  will  be  home  on  the 
23d.  I  hope  at  that  time  to  have  some 
money  so  that  I  can  pay  whole  or  part." 
The  renewal  receipts  were  returned  by  Clar- 
dy to  the  company  the  first  part  of  January, 
1900.  They  were  received  by  the  company 
January  16,  1900,  and  the  policies  marked 
on  their  books  "Lapsed."  Curtis  died  Jan- 
uary 31st.  From  this  statement  of  the 
facts  it  is  clear  that  Curtis  had  deliberately 
and  unequivocally  abandoned  his  insurance. 
His  notation  of  January  13tb  on  the  bottom 
of  Clardy's  letter  clearly  had  reference  only 
to  the  payment  of  the  note  which  he  had 
given  Clardy  for  the  money  which  the  lat- 
ter had  advanced  for  him.  In  the  syllabus 
of  the  case  there  is  not  even  a  hint  at  a 
holding  that  the  nonpayment  of  premium 
when  due  constitutes  a  forfeiture  of  a  policy 
which  does  not  contain  a  forfeiture  clause. 
Counsel  evidently  base  their  suggestion  that 
the  case  so  holds  upon  what  is  stated  in 
the  opinion  on  pages  498  and  499  of  234 
III.,  but  we  do  not  think  the  language  will 
bear  such  a  construction.  It  is  as  follows: 
"The  most  serious  contention  of  appellant 
is  that  the  trial  court  erred  in  instructing 
the  jury  to  find  a  verdict  for  appellee;  that, 
regardless  of  the  letters  as  to  the  payment 
of  premium  passing  between  Clardy  and 
Curtis,  to  render  these  policies  invalid  or 
unenforceable,  there  must  have  been,  during 
the  lifetime  of  Curtis,  an  affirmative  act  of 
forfeiture  or  of  disavowal  on  the  part  of 
the  company,  followed  by  notice  to  the  as- 
sured. The  policies  in  question  contain  no 
specific  provision  as  to  their  being  lapsed  or 
forfeited  for  the  nonpayment  of  premium. 
Appellee  contends  that  these  policies  lapsed 
20  L.RJl.(N.8.) 


on  September  30,  1899,  by  the  nonpayment 
of  the  quarterly  premiums.  The  testimony 
in  the  record  tends  to  show  that  if  Curtis 
had  paid  the  quarterly  premium  after  Sep- 
tember 30,  and  before  December  30,  1899, 
it  would  have  been  necessary  for  him  to 
furnish  at  his  own  expense  a  health  certifi- 
cate, before  the  premium  would  have  been 
received  and  the  policies  continued  in  force. 
While  the  evidence  is  not  entirely  clear  on 
this  last  point,  we  think  it  shows  conclu- 
sively that  after  December  30th  Curtis  would 
not  only  have  had  to  furnish  a  certificate 
showing  he  was  in  good  health,  but  that  ac- 
tion would  also  have  been  required  on  the 
part  of  the  company,  before  the  policies 
would  have  been  considered  in  force,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  the  company.  This  court 
has  never  decided  the  question  of  forfeiture 
raised  on  this  record.  In  several  cases  pol- 
icies have  been  construed  which  provided 
for  forfeiture  on  failure  to  pay  the  premium. 
Appellant  contends  that  the  payment  of  the 
quarterly  premium  was  a  condition  subse- 
quent, while  appellee  insists  it  was  a  condi- 
tion precedent.  There  is  also  a  dispute  be- 
tween appellant  and  appellee  as  to  whether 
this  policy,  under  the  ruling  of  the  court, 
lapsed  or  should  be  held  tp  have  been  for- 
feited. We  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  discuss  either  of  these  questions,  or  dis- 
tinguish as  to  the  meaning  of  these  words 
and  phrases,  in  order  to  reach  a  decision  in 
this  case.  Manifestly,  from  the  correspond- 
ence between  Curtis  and  Clardy,  especially 
in  the  light  of  Curtis's  letter  of  November 
3,  it  must  be  held  that  Curtis  understood 
that  he  was  giving  up  the  insurance.  He 
was  distinctly  told  in  Clardy's  letter  that 
the  insurance  could  be  kept  in  force  in  a 
certain  way,  and  from  that  date  until  the 
renewal  receipts  were  returned  by  Clardy  to 
the  company,  and  these  policies  in  question 
were  marked  on  the  books  of  the  company 
as  lapsed,  Curtis  never  communioftted  with 
the  company  or  its  agent  or  did  anything 
to  indicate  that  he  wanted  to  keep  the  poli- 
cies in  force  or  thought  they  were  in  force." 
The  decision  of  the  court  in  that  case  was 
clearly  right,  but  the  court  does  not  decide 
that  nonpayment  of  premium  at  the  time 
specified  will,  in  the  absence  of  an  express 
agreement  to  that  effect,  work  a  forfeiture 
of  the  policy.  On  the  contrary,  it  declined 
to  decide  that  point,  and  denied  plaintiff 
a  recovery  on  the  ground  that  by  his  letter 
of  November  3d  Curtis  had  given  up  the  in- 
surance. The  rule  running  through  all  the 
cases  is  clearly  expressed  in  Holly  v.  Met- 
ropolitan L.  Ins.  Co.  105  N.  Y.  "437,  444, 
11  N.  E.  607,  510,  as  follows:  "Punctuality 
in  the  payment  of  premiums  in  the  case  of 
a  life  insurance  policy  is  of  the  very  essence 
of  the  contract,  and,  when  payment  is  not 
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made  at  the  time,  the  company  has  the 
right  to  forfeit  if  such  ia  the  contract."  The 
converse  of  this  is  equally  true,  viz.,  the 
company  has  not  the  right  to  forfeit  if  such 
is  not  the  contract. 

Counsel  for  defendant  cite  McLaughlin 
T.  Equitable  Life  Assur.  Soc.  38  Neb.  725, 
67  N.  W.  557,  as  sustaining  "unequivocally 
a  provision  requiring  the  surrender  of  the 
policy  within  six  months  after  default  as  a 
condition  precedent  to  the  right  to  paid-up 
insurance."  We  do  not  think  the  McLaugh- 
lin Case  in  any  manner  aids  defendant  in 
this  action.  The  policy  in  that  case  pro- 
vided: "If  premiums  upon  this  policy  for 
not  less  than  three  complete  years  of  assur- 
ance shall  have  been  duly  received  by  said 
society,  and  this  policy  should  thereafter 
become  void  in  consequence  of  default  in 
payment  of  a  subsequent  premium,  said  so- 
ciety will  issue,  in  lieu  of  such  policy,  a 
new  paid-up  policy,  without  participation 
in  profits,  in  favor  of  said  Elma  R.  Mc- 
Laughlin ...  for  as  many  fifteenth 
parts  of  the  original  amount  hereby  assured 
as  there  shall  have  been  complete  annual 
premiums  received  in  cash  by  said  society 
upon  this  policy  at  the  date  when  such  de- 
fault shall  first  1>e  made,  provided,  how- 
ever, that  this  policy  shall  be  surrendered 
duly  receipted  within  six  months  of  the 
date  of  default  in  payment  of  premium  as 
mentioned  above."  The  policy  further  pro- 
vided :  "And,  if  any  premium  or  instalment 
of  a  premium  on  this  policy  shall  not  be 
paid  when  due,  this  policy  shall  be  void, 
and  no  credit  for  surplus  accumulated  on 
this  policy  shall  be  deemed  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  any  premium."  It  will  be  seen 
from  the  above  that  the  policy  itself  ex- 
pressly provided  that  a  failure  to  pay  any 
premium  when  due  would  render  the  policy 
void;  but,  in  a  spirit  of  fairness  to  the 
assured,  it  gave  him  the  privilege,  at  any 
time  wittiin  six  months  after  such  avoidance, 
of  obtaining  a  new  and  different  policy  "for 
as  many  fifteenth  parts  of  the  original 
amount  hereby  assured  as  there  shall  have 
been  complete  annual  premiums  received 
in  cash  by  said  society  upon  this  policy  at 
the  date  when  such  default  shall  first  be 
made."  In  other  words,  the  policy  express- 
ly provided  that  it  should  become  void  if 
the  assured  failed  to  pay  any  premium  when 
due,  with  the  single  exception  that,  at  any 
time  within  six  months  thereafter,  if  the 
assured  would  surrender  up  his  old  policy, 
they  would  issue  to  him  a  new  contract 
for  a  different  amount  and  upon  different 
terms.  The  clause  providing  for  this  in 
the  policy  is  quite  similar  to  the  clause  in 
the  policies  in  the  case  at  bar;  but  the 
difference  and  the  controlling  difference  be- 
tween the  policy  in  that  case  and  the  poll- 
ga  L.R-A.(N.S.) 


cies  in  this  is  that  in  that  policy  tber* 
was  an  express  provision  for  forfeiture  for 
nonpayment  of  premiums  when  due,  while 
in  the  policies  now  before  us  there  is  no 
such  provision.  The  six  months'  time  al- 
lowed for  surrendering  the  old  policy  and 
obtaining  the  new  one,  followed,  was  con- 
tingent upon  and  controlled  by  the  forfei- 
ture clause.  In  other  words,  the  express 
terms  of  the  contract  rendered  the  policy 
void  if  the  premiums  were  not  paid  when 
due,  but  gave  the  assured  the  right  to  par- 
tially escape  the  consequences  of  the  for- 
feiture by  doing  a  certain  and  definite  art 
within  a  certain  and  fixed  time.  In  con- 
clusion, counsel  for  defendant  cite  in  sup- 
port of  their  contention  that  the  policies 
in  this  case  had  been  abandoned:  Mutual 
L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Pbinney,  178  U.  S.  327,  44 
L.  ed.  1088,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  008;  Mutual 
L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Sears,  178  U.  S.  345,  44  L.  ed. 
1096,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  912;  Mutual  L.  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Hill,  178  U  S.  347,  44  L.  ed.  1097,  20 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  914;  Mutual  L.  Ins.  Co.  t. 
Allen,  178  U.  S.  351,  44  L.  ed.  1098,  20 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  913.  We  do  not  think  the 
doctrine  of  abandonment  can  be  applied  to 
this  case.  The  failure  to  pay  the  premiums 
by  the  assured  was  of  short  duration,  about 
two  years.  Immediately  upon  his  death, 
the  beneficiary  as-t  .'rted  her  claim  under  the 
policies  by  serving  notice  of  such  claim  up- 
on the  defendant,  and  within  the  time  al- 
lowed by  law  commenced  the  present  ac- 
tion. 

An  examination  of  the-  first  of  the  above 
cases  shows  that,  after  payment  of  the  first 
year's  premium,  the  agent  waited  upon  the 
assured,  Phinney,  and  requested  payment  of 
the  second  year's  premium,  and  was  in- 
formed by  Pbinney  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  continue  the  insurance,  and  that  Phinney 
gave  his  policy  to  the  agent  to  be  used  by 
the  agent  as  a  sample  policy  in  canvassing 
for  other  business.  In  the  other  three  cases 
the  company  answered,  alleging  in  each  ease 
a  demand  for  the  premium,  a  refusal  to 
pay,  and  an  agreement  with  the  assured 
that  the  policies  were  to  be  considered  as  at 
an  end.  Demurrers  were  filed  to  each  of 
the  answers  in  those  three  cases,  and  sus- 
tained. Defendant  electing  to  stand  upon 
its  answers,  judgment  was  rendered  in  each 
case  for  the  plaintiff.  These  judgments 
were  all  very  properly  reversed,  and  the  ac- 
tions remanded.  On  the  second  trial  of  the 
Hill  Case  to  the  court  and  a  jury,  it  was 
shown  that,  when  the  second  annual  pre- 
mium became  due,  the  agent  of  the  com- 
pany called  upon  Hill  for  payment  of  the 
same,  presenting  a  renewal  receipt,  duly  ex- 
ecuted by  the  proper  officers  of  the  company. 
Hill  did  not  pay.  After  repeated  requests 
for  payment,  the  agent  returned  the  renewal 
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receipt  to  the  general  office  of  the  company 
at  San  Francisco.  Tlie  office  returned  the 
renewal  receipt  to  the  agent  at  Seattle,  and 
it  was  again  presented  to  Hill,  and  pay- 
ment requested.  Hill  declined  to  make  pay- 
ment, and  the  renewal  receipt  was  returned 
to  San  Francisco,  and  thence  to  the  home 
office  in  New  York,  where  the  policy  was 
noted  as  lapsed  and  terminated.  In  the 
face  of  these  facts,  the  jury  returned  a 
verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  which  the 
trial  court  sustained  by  entering  judgment 
thereon.  This  judgment  was  affirmed  in  the 
circuit  court  of  appeals  (Mutual  L.  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Hill,  55  C.  C.  A.  630,  118  Fed.  703), 
but  was  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court 
(193  U:  S.  658,  48  L.  ed.  793,  24  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  638),  and  it  was  from  the  opinion  by 
Mr.  Justice  Brewer  in  that  case  that  defend- 
ant makes  the  lengthy  quotation  with  which 
it  closes  its  brief.  We  do  not  see  how  that 
case  can  be  claimed  as  an  authority  in  this. 
The  facts  above  recited  (fully  set  out  in 
the  opinion  of  the  circuit  court  of  appeals 
in  56  C.  C.  A.  536,  118  Fed.  708,  supra, 
but  not  set  out  in  the  statement  of  facts 
by  Mr.  Justice  Brewer)  clearly  show  that  the 
lengthy  discussion  of  the  learned  justice 
relied  upon  by  defendant  is  largely  mere 
dictum,  and  at  variance  with  the  over- 
whelming weight  of  authority.  Nor  do  we 
think  that  Lone  t.  Mutual  L.  Ins.  Co.  33 
Wash.  677,  74  Pac.  089,  cited  by  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Brewer,  gives  any  just  rule  for  meas- 
uring the  case  at  bar.  In  that  case  Lone 
had  only  made  one  semi-annual  payment. 
He  never  paid  anything  more  for  twelve 
years,  a  length  of  time  which  might  justly 
be  held  as  presenting  an  exception  to  the 
rule  announced  in  the  many  cases  above 
cited.  In  none  of  the  cases  cited  by  defend- 
ant did  the  beneficiary  offer  to  place  the 
company  in  statu  quo  by  tendering  all  un- 
paid premiums  with  interest  from  the  ma- 
turity of  each,  as  was  done  in  the  present 
case.  Here,  plaintiff  tendered,  and  still  ten- 
ders, all  of  the  unpaid  premiums  from  their 
maturity  respectively,  with  interest  at  7 
per  cent  per  annum;  thus  offering  to  do 
more  than  place  the  defendant  «»  statu  quo, 
for  it  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge 
that,  during  the  short  time  of  the  assurer's 
default,  defendant  could  not  have  used  the 
premiums  so  advantageously.  We  adhere 
to  the  rule  this  co'<rt  has  heretofore  an- 
nounced that  "forfeitures  will  be  enforced 
only  when  the  strict  letter  of  the  contract 
requires  it,"-  and  that  "a  clause  stipulating 
for  a  forfeiture  of  a  contract  should  not  be 
aided  or  given  effect  by  construction."  It 
can  be  permitted  only  when  expressed  in 
the  policy  in  clear  and  unmistakable  terms. 
The  argument  made  by  defendant  as  to 
abandonment  is  not  applicable,  since  the 
Se  L.Il.A.(X.S.) 


facts  pleaded  do  not  warrant  a  holding  that, 
as  a  matter  of  law,  the  contract  was  aban- 
doned. In  our  opinion  the  petition  states 
a  cause  of  action,  and  the  district  court 
erred  in  sustaining  defendant's  demurrer. 

The  judgment  of  the  District  Court  is  re- 
versed, and  the  case  remanded  for  further 
proceedings  in  harmony  with  this  opinion. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 


NEBRASKA  SVPREMI!  COURT. 

RE  ESTATE  OF  FRANK  HENTGES,  De- 
ceased. 


KATHERINE  McDANIEL  et  al..  Appto., 

V. 

PETER  HANSEN,  Exr.,  etc.,  of  Frank 
Hentges,  Deceased. 

(—  Neb.  — ,  124  N.  W.  929.) 

Executor   —    acconntinc   —   attorney's 

fees  for  probating  will. 

An  executor  should  ordinarily  be  credited 
in  his  final  account  with  the  estate  for  rea- 
sonable attorney  fees  paid  by  him  in  pro- 
ceedings to  probate  the  will  of  his  testator. 

(February  10,  1910.) 

Headnote  by  Root,  J. 


Note.  —  Bight  of  executor  to  eUlov>anee 
for  attorney's  fees  for  services  ren- 
dered in  attempt  to  establish,  or  re- 
sist  attack  upon,  wUU 

This  note  does  not  cover  the  question  of 
the  executor's  duty  to  probate  the  will,  or 
the  general  question  of  his  right  to  allow- 
ance for  costs,  but  is  confined  to  the  ques- 
tion whether  he  may  be  allowed  expenses 
for  attorney's  fees  incurred  in  relation  to 
the  probate  of  the  will. 

There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
whether  an  executor  is  entitled  to  credit 
for  payments  to  counsel  employed  by  him 
for  the  purpose  of  litigation  arising  over 
the  probate  of  the  wilL  11  Am.  &  Eng.  £nc. 
Law,  p.  1243. 

It  is  held  by  some  courts  that  the  duty 
of  an  executor  to  procure  the  admission  of 
the  will  to  probate  implies  authority  to  em- 
ploy counsel  where  the  probate  is  contested, 
and  to  charge  the  estate  therefor.  In  other 
jurisdictions  it  is  held  not  to  be  the  execu- 
tor's duty  to  defend  the  will,  and  that 
therefore  he  is  not  entitled  to  allowance  for 
counsel  fees  incurred  in  upholding  its  validi- 
ty. Some  cases  refuse  to  allow  attorney's 
fees  incurred  in  upholding  the  will,  unless 
it  has  been  admitted  to  probate.  And  still 
other  cases  hold  the  allowance  discretionary 
in  each  instance;  and  by  other  decisions 
such  fees  are  held  allowable  where  the  es- 
tate, or  those  who  are  entitled  to  it,  are 
benefited  by  the  services,  but  not  otherwise. 
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APPEAL  by  ubjectors  from  an  order  of 
the  District  Court  for  Platte  County  al- 
lowing Peter  Hansen,  executor  of  Frank 
Uentges,  credit  for  attorneys'  fees  for  pro- 
bating testator's  will.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Barry  for  appellants. 

Messrs.  A.  H.  Brigga  and  J.  J.  SulU- 
van,  for  appellee: 

When  an  executor  named  in  a  will  after- 
wards fully  adopts  and  approves  the  acts  of 
a  legatee  in  probating  a  will,  it  is  exactly 
the  same  as  if  he  had  offered  it  in  the  first 
place,  and  the  estate  is  liable. 

Baker  v.  Cauthorn,  23  Ind.  App.  611,  77 
Am.  St.  Rep.  443,  55  N.  E.  963;  Marx  ▼. 
McMorran,  136  Mich.  406,  99  N.  W.  306; 
Mclntire  ▼.   Mclntire,   192   U.   S.    110,   48 


L.  ed.  369,  24  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  19G;  Boggs  t. 
Boggs,  62  Neb.  274,  87  N.  W.  39;  Snmllin 
V.  Wharton,  73  Neb.  667,  103  N.  W.  288, 
106  N.  W.  677,  112  N.  W.  622,  113  N.  W. 
207;  82  Neb.  328,  119  N.  W.  773,  121  X. 
W.  441. 

It  is  immaterial  that  one  or  more  heirs 
at  law  may  have  had  a  common  intemt 
with  the  estate  or  the  executor  repre^nt- 
ing  it. 

Re  Bender,  154  Mich.  44,  117  N.  W.  558. 

Root,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  an  appeal  prosecuted  by  certaio 
legatees  of  Frank  Hentges,  deceased,  from 
an  order  of  tke  district  court  allowing  the 
executor  credit  for  attorney  fees. 


The  weight  of  authority,  liowever,  holds 
tliat  where  the  executor  has  acted  in  good 
faith  in  attempting  to  establish  the  will,  he 
is  entitled  to  a  reasonable  allowance  for  at- 
torney's fees  necessarily  incurred. 

Rules  in  the  different  jurisdictions. 

The  United  States  courU  hold  it  to  be  the 
executor's  duty  to  uphold  and  defend  the 
will,  and  allow  him  counsel  fees  incurred  in 
BO  doing.  Bradford  v.  Boudinot,  3  Wash. 
C.  C.  122,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  1,765;  Mclntire  v. 
Mclntire,  192  U.  S.  116,  48  L.  ed.  371,  24 
Sup.  Ct  Rep.  196. 

And  an  executor  who  acted  in  good  faith 
in  resisting  a  caveat  interposed  before  the 
will  was  allowed  probate  has  been  held  en- 
titled to  counsel  fees  incurred,  whether  or 
not  he  was  successful  in  his  defense.  Tuohy 
v.  Honlon,  18  App.  D.  C.  226. 

But  no  such  allowance  can  be  made  pend- 
ing the  trial  of  issues  on  a  caveat  charging 
that  the  will  was  procured  by  the  undue 
influence  and  fraud  of  the  executor.  Kengia 
v.  Randall,  22  App.  D.  C.  403. 

But  if  it  appears  on  the  trial  that  he 
acted  in  good  faith  throughout,  the  court 
may,  in  its  discretion,  make  an  allowance 
for  counsel  fees,  whether  the  will  was  sus- 
tained or  not.     ibid. 

In  Alabama  an  executor  may  charge  the 
estate  for  counsel  fees  incurred  in  good  faitli 
to  establish  the  will.  Alexander  v.  Bates, 
127  Ala.  328,  28  So.  415;  Henderson  v.  Sim- 
mons, 33  Ala.  291,  70  Am.  Dec.  690.  The 
court  in  the  last  case  said:  "It  is  the  privi- 
lege, if  not  the  duty,  of  one  named  aa  execu- 
tor of  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  last  will 
and  testament  to  propound  it  for  probate. 
If  we  have  no  knowledge  or  reasonable 
grounds  on  which  to  predicate  a  well- 
grounded  suspicion  against  the  legality  of 
the  will,  and  propound  the  paper  in  good 
faith,  he  but  carried  out  the  intention  with 
which  he  waa  appointed.  Any  reasonable 
costs  and  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  the 
honest  endeavor  to  give  effect  to  the  will 
is  a  proper  charge  on  the  estate  in  bis 
hands." 

And  where  the  legatees  were  slaves,  and 
'  in  danger  of  losing  the  probate  of  the  will 
20  L.R.A.{N.S.) 


and  their  freedom,  a  reasonable  attorney's 
fee  was  allowed  in  Raines  v.  Raines,  51  Ala. 
237. 

It  is  held  in  California  that,  until  the  will 
has  been  admitted  to  probate,  the  court  has 
no  power  to  allow  an  executor  expenses  for 
attorney's  fees  incurred  in  establishing  tlie 
will.  Re  McKinney,  112  Cal.  447,  44  Pac 
743 ;  Henry  v.  Superior  Ct.  93  Cal.  669,  29 
Pac  230. 

So,  where  the  will  is  refused  probate,  the 
one  named  as  executor  cannot  be  allowed 
counsel  fees  expended  in  endeavoring  to  up- 
hold it.  Re  Olmstead,  120  Cal.  447,  52 
Pac.  804. 

And  this  is  true  although  the  opposition 
was  made  in  good  faith.  Re  Bite,  155  CaL 
448,  101  Pac.  448. 

If,  however,  the  will  is  established,  the 
executor  may  charge  such  counsel  fee$ 
against  the  estate,  if  the  estate  goes  to  those 
benefited  by  the  litigation,  otherwise  not 
Ibid. 

Such  fees  are  held  not  allowable  as 
"costs,"  under  a  statute  making  the  allow- 
ance of  "costs"  in  contests  of  probate  dis- 
cretionary with  the  court.  Re  Olmstead,  sa- 
pra. 

In  Leavenworth  v.  Marshall,  10  Conn.  408. 
where  the  apportionment  of  the  expenses  of 
establishing  the  will  was  in  controversy,  the 
court  said  that  it  was  the  business  of  the 
devisees  and  legatees  to  assume  the  etablish- 
ment  of  the  will  on  an  appeal  from  a  deem 
approving  it,  and  that  the  controversy  was 
not  against  the  executor, — impliedly  hold- 
ing him  not  entitled  to  allowance  for  ex- 
penses incurred  on  such  appeal. 

In  Georgia  it  is  held  the  duty  of  the 
executor  to  probate  tlie  will,  and  be  is  en- 
titled to  attorney's  fees  incurred  in  so  doinj;. 
Gairdner  v.  Tate,  110  Ga.  456,  36  S.  E.  697. 

And  this  was  held  to  be  the  rule  in  Shaw 
V.  Camp,  50  III.  App.  23,  and  Missionar.v 
Soc.  V.  Goheen,  84  111.  App.  474. 

But  in  Graham  t.  Deuterman,  206  111- 
378,  69  N.  E.  237,  the  allowance  of  such 
fees  was  held  discretionary  with  the  court. 

In  Indiana  it  is  held  that  one  nominttrd 
as  executor  may  bind  the  estate  before  the 
will  is  admitted  to  probate,  for  attorney's 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1910. 


RJi  HENTOES. 


7S0 


There  ie  but  little  HUbstantial  conflict  in 
the  evidence,  and,  in  so  far  as  the  witnesses 
disagr^,  we  should  solve  the  doubts  in  fa- 
vor of  the  judgment.  It  appears  that  the 
testator  departed  this  life  possessed  of  prop- 
erty worth  about  $4,000,  and  survived  by 
right  children  and  one  grandchild.  In 
April,  1906,  an  instrument  purporting  to  be 
his  last  will  and  testament  was  presented 
for  probate  to  the  county  judge  of  Platte 
county  by  Mrs.  Gorgen,  his  daughter  and  a 
legatee.  In  that  document  the  testator  be- 
queathed to  Mrs.  Gorgen  two  ninths  of  his 
estate,  and  the  remainder  was  divided  in 
equal  shares  between  the  grandchild  and 
BIX  children.  Five  of  these  children  contest- 
ed the  probate  of  said  will  because  of  the 
alleged   mental    incapacity   of   their   father. 


and  prevailed  in  the  county  court,  but  on 
appeal  to  the  district  court  a  jury  found  in 
favor  of  the  proponent.  The  executors 
named  in  the  will,  five  days  subsequent  to 
the  day  Mrs.  Gorgen  petitioned  for  the  pro- 
bate thereof,  filed  a  written  declination  to 
accept  said  office,  but  thereafter  Mr.  Han- 
sen, one  of  the  executors,  withdrew  his  dec- 
lination, subsequently  qualified,  and  acted 
as  executor  In  his  final  report  the  executor 
charged  the  estate  for  money  paid  by  him 
to  attorneys  for  services  rendered  in  pro- 
bating the  will.  The  contestants  objected 
to  the  charges  as  unlawful.  In  argument- 
they  insist  that  the  executor  had  no  inter- 
est in  probating  the  will,  and  that  Mrs. 
Gorgen,  the  proponent,  should  pay  these 
fees.    Judge  Briggs  appeared  in  the  county 


fees  incurred  in  a  proceeding  instituted  by 
an  heir  at  law  to  resist  the  probate  of  the 
will.  Fillinger  v.  Conley,  163  Ind.  684,  72 
X.  E.  597. 

And  the  estate  is  chargeable  with  the 
"reasonable  expenses,"  probably  including 
attorney's  fees,  incurred  by  the  executor  in 
an  unsuccessful  effort,  in  good  faith,  to  re- 
>ist  contest  of  the  will.  Bratney  v.  Curry, 
33  Ind.  399. 

But  it  is  held  that  where  an  executor 
beneficially  interested  under  a  will  employs 
coiinsel  to  sustain  the  will,  the  expense 
should  be  apportioned  between  the  executor 
personally  and  officially.  Roll  v.  Mason,  9 
Ind.  App.  651,  37  N.  E.  298. 

The  rule  in  Kentucky  allows  executors 
for  attorney's  fees  incurred  where  they  in 
K<>od  faith  and  upon  reasonable  grounds  en- 
deavor to  probate  the  will.  Taylor  v.  Minor, 
ao  Ky.  544,  14  S.  \V.  644;  Carter  v.  Carter, 
11  Ky.  L.  Rep.  518,  12  S.  W.  385. 

And  an  executor  of  a  will  making  a  de- 
vise to  him  for  trust  purposes  is  entitled  to 
costs  incvrred  in  good  faith  in  attempting 
to  probate  it,  although  he  was  unsuccessful. 
Gilbert  v.  Bartlett,  9  Bush,  49. 

And  where  an  executor  has  reasonable 
grounds  to  appeal  from  a  decree  denying 
prn'oate  to  the  will,  he  is  entitled  to  reason- 
able attornev's  fees  in  the  upper  court. 
Cardner  v.  Moss,  123  Ky.  334,  99  S.  W. 
Wl. 

And  it  being  the  executor's  duty  to  see 
that  the  will  was  probated,  he  is  entitled  to 
allowance  for  attorney's  fees,  although  the 
devisees  notified  him  that  they  would  em- 
ploy their  own  counsel  in  the  contest  of  the 
will,  and  would  pay  no  part  of  the  fee  of 
his  counsel.  Reed  v.  Reed,  24  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
2438,  74  S.  W.  207. 

In  Louisiana  an  executor  is  entitled  to  an 
sUowance  for  cotinsel  fees  incurred  in  de- 
fending an  attack  upon  the  will.  Heffner's 
Succession,  49  La.  Ann.  407,  21  So.  905. 

And  this  is  true  although  he  is  unsuccess- 
fnl  in  his  attempted  defense.  Sterlin  v. 
(Jro9,  5  La.  100. 

In  Maryland  no  allowance  will  be  made 
to  one  named  as  executor,  for  counsel  fees 
incurred  in  resisting  an  attack  upon  the 
£6  LJtA.(N.a) 


will,  where  the  will  had  not  at  the  time 
been  admitted  to  probate.  Tilghman  v. 
France,  99  Md.  611,  69  Atl.  277. 

And  the  orphans'  court  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion before  the  probate  of  the  will,  to  make 
such  an  allowance.  Townshend  v.  Brooke, 
9  Gill,  90. 

But  after  the  will  is  admitted  to  probate, 
it  has  authority  by  statute,  and  such  allow- 
ance will  be  made.  Ibid.;  Glass  v.  Ramsay, 
9  Gill.  456. 

And  the  admission  to  probate,  although 
no  letters  were  granted,  was  held  sufficient 
to  warrant  the  allowance  of  attorney's  fees 
incurred  by  the  executor  in  defending  the 
will.  Decker  v.  Fahrenholtz,  107  Md.  515, 
68  Atl.  1048. 

After'  probate  of  the  will  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  executors  to  defend  a  caveat  to  va- 
cate the  will,  and  they  are  entitled  to  an  al- 
lowance for  attorney's  fees.  Compton  v. 
Barnes,  4  Gill,  55,  45  Am.  Dec.  116;  <itc(a, 
Gorton  v.  Perkins,  63  Md.  589. 

It  was  held  in  Harrison  v.  Clark,  06  Md. 
308,  52  Atl.  514,  that  one  named  as  executor 
had  no  right  to  be  appointed  administrator 
pendente  lite  in  order  to  enable  him  to  use 
the  assets  of  the  estate  in  the  employment  of 
counsel  to  defend  the  will. 

In  Massachusetts  attorney's  fees  incurred 
by  an  executor  in  proving  a  will  and  resist- 
ing attacks  upon  it  are  chargeable  to  the 
estate.  Hampden  Trust  Co.  t.  Leary,  186 
Mass.  577,  72  N.  E.  88. 

In  Mississippi  an  executor  may  recover 
counsel  fees  paid  in  litigation  to  establish  . 
the  will  where  he  is  successful,  but  not  where 
he  fails  to  sustain  its  validity.  Kelly  v. 
Davis,  37  Miss.  76.  The  court  said:  "The. 
next  question  is  whether  an  executor  or  ad- 
ministrator with  the  will  annexed  has  the 
right  to  charge  upon  the  estate,  or  against 
the  interest  in  it  of  the  parties  contesting  the 
will,  fees  paid  to  counsel  and  other  expenses 
incurred  in  the  litigation  to  establish  the 
will,  if  the  result  of  the  litigation  be  that 
the  will  is  set  aside.  If  the  will  should  be 
established  by  the  litigation,  it  appears  to 
be  just  that  such  expenses  should  be  borne 
by  the  estate,  because  they  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  parties  interested,  and  to  charge 
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court  and  in  the  district  court  for  the  pro- 
ponent, and  testified  tliat  he  did  so  at  the 
request  of  the  executor  and  the  proponent. 
Judge  Sullivan  first  appeared  in  the  dis- 
trict court,  and  testified  that  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  executor.  The  executor  was 
called  by  the  contestants,  and  testified  that 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  employing  coun- 
sel until  after  he  was  appointed  executor. 
If  he  used  the  word  "appointed"  to  desig- 
nate the  date  he  qualified  as  executor,  he 
flatly  contradicts  his  counsel.  If  he  re- 
ferred to  the  execution  of  the  will,  the  date 
he  was  nominated  or  appointed  by  the  tes- 
tator, there  is  no  contradiction.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  explanation  and  in  view  of  the 
finding  of  tlie  district  court,  we  shall  adopt 
the  latter  construction.    Both  attorneys  ren- 


dered the  ordinary  professional  services  in- 
cidei.t  to  the  administration  of  an  estate 
subsequent  to  the  probate  of  the  will.  Tbe 
county  judge  disallowed  part  of  the  execu- 
tor's charge  for  attorney  fees,  but  the  dis- 
trict court  on  appeal  found  the  fees  were 
reasonable  and  a  proper  expense  of  admin- 
istrating the  estate. 

1.  C!ounsel  for  appellants  in  a  per8uasi?e 
brief  and  forcible  argument  at  the  bar  as- 
serts ijiat  the  executor  should  only  be  al- 
lowed credit  for  money  necessarily  expended 
by  him  in  payment  of  attorney  fees  for 
services  rendered  subsequent  to  his  qualifi- 
cation as  executor.  The  precise  point  in- 
volved herein  has  not  been  determined  by 
this  court.  Sections  5002,  5003,  5004,  5003, 
Obbey's  Anno.  Stat.  1903,  are  aa  follows: 


them  upon  the  assests  in  the  executor's 
hands  would  be  but  to  charge  them 
upon  the  parties  for  whose  benefit  the 
litigation  was  conducted,  and  whose  inter- 
est would  be  promoted  by  the  establishment 
of  the  will.  But  quite  a  different  reason 
is  applicable  to  the  case  of  a  litigation  con- 
ducted by  the  executor,  which  results  in  set- 
ting aside  the  will.  lii  such  a  case,  the  liti- 
gation is  against  the  interests  of  the  par- 
ties rightfully  entitled,  and  the  question  is 
whether  such  parties  should  pay  the  expen- 
ses of  a  litigation  against  their  interest,  and 
in  which  they  have  been  successful?  We 
can  perceive  no  principle  of  justice  or  rule 
of  judicial  proceeding  upon  which  such  par- 
ties should  be  so  charged.  The  parties  con- 
testant are  the  executor  and  legatees,  seek- 
ing to  establish  the  will,  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  heirs  at  law  and  distributees,  on  tlie 
other;  the  affirmation  of  the  issue  being 
upon  the  former.  To  allow  the  party  fail- 
ing to  maintain  his  suit,  his  costs  and  ex- 
penses against  the  adverse  party,  who  was 
without  fault,  and  had  merely  defended  his 
just  right  against  an  unjust  and  unlawful 
claim  asserted  against  it,  would  be  un- 
known to  judicial  procedure.  The  result  of 
the  litigation  estaolislies  that  he  has  but 
defended  his  lawful  right  against  an  im- 
just  claim  asserted  against  it;  and  yet,  un- 
der the  rule  contended  for,  he  is  compelled 
to  pay  not  only  his  own  expenses  for  coun- 
sel fees  and  otherwise,  but  those  of  his  ad- 
versary incurred  in  an  effort  to  deprive  him 
of  his  rights.  Such  a  rule  would  be  most 
unjust  and  oppressive,  and  the  effect  of  it 
would  be  that  frequently,  though  the  heir 
or  distributee  succeeds  in  establishing  his 
right,  he  would  receive  little  or  no  benefit 
from  the  estate  which  belongs  to  him,  be- 
cause it  would  be  heavily  charged,  if  not  en- 
entirely  absorbed,  by  charges  incurred  by 
the  executor  in  endeavoring  to  deprive  him 
of  it  entirely.  Such  a  rule  would  tend  to 
deter  heirs  and  distributees  from  contesting 
illegal  and  unjust  wills;  for  their  own  ex- 
penses in  the  litigation,  which  are  generally 
onerous  in  such  cases,  they  would  have  to 
pay  at  all  events;  and  if  successful, 
their  property  would  be  charged  with  all 
'M  L.1{.A.(N.S.) 


the  expenses  of  the  adverse  party.  Thua, 
they  would  certainly  be  compelled  to  bear  a 
considerable  expense  on  their  own  account, 
with  a  strong  probability,  if  the  estate  was 
not  very  large,  that  they  would  ultimately 
receive  nothing  from  the  property  to  which 
they  had  established  their  right  in  the  liti- 
gation. Such  a  controversy  would  not  be 
worth  pursuing." 

In  Missouri  it  is  the  executor's  duty  to 
probate  the  will,  and  he  will  be  allowed  at- 
torney's fees  incurred  in  its  formal  probate. 
Re  Soulard,  141  Mo.  642,  43  S.  W.  617;  Re 
Fry,  98  Mo.  App.  208,  70  S.  W.  172. 

But  after  the  will  is  formally  proved,  the 
fees  incurred  in  contests  thereover  should 
be  paid  by  those  interested,  and  not  by  the 
estate.     Ibid. 

It  is  likewise  the  executor's  duty  in  Xew 
Jersey  to  defend  the  validity  of  'the  will, 
and  he  will  be  allowed  reasonable  counsel 
fees.  Re  Flaacke  (N.  J.)  64  Atl.  1021,  af- 
firmed in  72  N.  J.  Eq.  944,  73  Atl.  1117; 
Re  Wiley  (N.  J.)  65  Atl.  212. 

The  decisions  in  New  York  upon  the  right 
of  an  executor  to  an  allowance  for  attorneys' 
fees  incurred  in  an  attempt  to  establish  a 
will  are  not  entirely  in  harmony. 

In  Dodd  V.  Anderson,  197  N.  Y.  466,  27 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  — ,  90  N.  E.  1137,  one  named 
as  an  executor  was  held  not  entitled  to 
charge  the  estate  for  attorneys'  fees  in- 
curred in  an  attempt  to  establish  a  will 
which  was  denied  probate  because  of  the 
maker's  want  of  testamentary  capacity. 

But  in  Re  Blair,  28  Misc.  611,  59  N.  Y. 
Supp.  1000,  modified  on  other  points  in  49 
App.  Div.  417,  63  N.  Y.  Supp.  678,  one 
named  as  executor  was  held  entitled  to  an 
allowance  in  all  courts  for  attorneys'  fees 
incurred  in  an  attempt  to  secure  the  pro- 
bate of  the  will,  the  point  as  to  its  execu- 
tion being  a  novel  one,  although  he  was 
finally  defeated  in  his  undertaking. 

And  in  Frith  v.  Campbell,  53  Barb.  325, 
executors  were  held  entitled  to  an  allowance 
for  attorneys'  fees  incurred  in  an  action  in- 
stituted to  prove  a  will. 

In  Shaffer  v.  Bacon,  35  App.  Div.  248,  54 
N.  Y.  Supp.  790,  affirmed  without  opinion 
in  161  N.  Y.,635,  57  N.  E.  1124,  it  was 
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"Sec  6002.  Every  person  named  as  ex- 
ecutor in  any  will  shall,  within  thirty  days 
after  the  death  of  the  testator,  or  within 
thirty  days  after  he  has  a  knowledge  that 
he  is  named  executor,  if  he  obtains  such 
knowledge  after  the  death  of  the  testator, 
present  such  will  to  the  probate  court  which 
has  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  unless  the  will 
shall  have  been  otherwise  deposited  with 
the  judge  of  probate,  and  shall,  witliin  the 
period  above  mentioned,  signify  to  the  court 
his  acceptance  of  the  trust,  or  malce  known 
in  -writing  to  such  court  his  refusal  to  ac- 
cept it. 

"Sec.  5003.  Eyery  person  who  shall  neg- 
lect to  perform  any  of  the  duties  required 
in  the  last  two  preceding  sections,  without 
reasonable  cause,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  mis- 


demeanor, and  shall  be  liable  to  each  and 
every  person  interested  in  such  will,  for  the 
damages  which  each  person  may  sustain 
thereby. 

"Sec.  5004.  If  any  person  having  the  cus- 
tody of  any  will  after  the  death  of  the  tes- 
tator shall,  without  reasonable  cause,  neg- 
lect to  deliver  the  same  to  the  probate  court 
having  jurisdiction  of  it,  after  he  shall  have 
been  duly  notified  by  such  court  for  that 
purpose,  he  may  be  committed  to  the 
jail  of  the  coutaty  by  warrant  issued  by 
such  court,  and  there  be  kept  in  close  con- 
finement until  he  shall  deliver  the  will  as 
above  directed. 

"Sec.  S005.  When  any  will  shall  have 
been  delivered  into  or  deposited  in  any  pro- 
bate court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  same, 


bold  that  an  administrator  de  bonis  non 
cuuld  not  recover  from  attorneys  the  amount 
received  by  them  from  an  executor  named 
in  a  will  for  services  rendered  in  securing 
the  probate  of  the  will,  although  on  appeal 
a  new  trial  was  ordered,  and  the  will  was 
subsequently  found  invalid  because  of  the 
maker's  want  of  testamentary  capacity. 

And  an  executor  has  been  held  entitled  to 
reimbursement  from  tlie  estate  for  expendi- 
tures for  attorneys'  fees  incurred  in  unsuc- 
cessfully resisting  an  attack  by  a  beneficiary 
upon  a  provision  in  the  will.  Re  Title  Guar- 
anty &  T.  Co.  114  App.  Div.  778,  100  N. 
Y.  Supp.  243,  affirmed  on  other  grounds  in 
188  N.  y.  542,  80  N.  E.  1121. 

So  in  Wolfe  v.  Wolfe,  2  Dem.  306,  where 
an  express  provision  was  made  in  the  will, 
which  was  held  to  cover  attorneys'  fees,  the 
court  said  that  an  allowance  for  attorneys' 
fees  incurred  by  an  executor  in  a  proceed- 
ing for  the  revocation  of  the  probate  of 
the  will  should  properly  be  made  even  in 
the  event  of  no  express  provision  being  made 
therefor. 

And  counsel  fees  incurred  in  the  contest 
of  a  will  were  allowed  to  the  executrix  in 
Re  Ogden,  41  Misc.  158,  83  N.  Y.  Supp.  977, 
reaffirmed  without  opinion  in  67  App.  Div. 
629,  68  N.  Y.  Supp.  1144.  The  question 
there  under  consideration,  however,  was  as 
to  the  amount  of  the  fees. 

A  provision  with  reference  to  the  settle- 
ment of  executors'  accounts  that  "in  all 
cases  such  allowance  shall  be  made  for  their 
actual  and  necessary  expenses  as  shall  ap- 
pear just  and  reasonable"  includes  the  ex- 
pense incurred  in  the  employment  of  coun- 
sel to  procure  the  probate  ot  the  will. 
Douglas  V.  Yost,  64  Hun,  165,  18  N.  Y. 
Supp.  830. 

But  where  the  executor  is  an  attorney 
and  prepares  all  of  the  papers  and  proves 
the  will,  he  will  not  be  allowed  attorney's 
fees  for  his  brother-in-law  for  simply  stay- 
ing in  court  "until  it  was  over."  Re  Wick. 
63  Misc.  211,  104  N.  Y.  Supp.  717. 

The  expenses  allowed  an  executor  in  Mari- 
ner V.  Bnteman,  4  N.  C.  (2  Car.  Law 
Repos.  404),  where  he  in  good  faith  con- 
tested a  second  will  put  forward  after  the 
26  L.RJL(N.&) 


probate  of  one  in  which  he  was  named  as 
executor,  evidently  included  counsel  fees. 

In  Ohio  it  has  been  held  that  an  executor 
is  entitled  to  an  allowance  for  reasonable 
counsel  fees  incurred  in  successfully  defend- 
ing a  contest  of  the  will.  Union  Say.  &  T. 
Co.  V.  Smith,  26  Ohio  C.  C.  317. 

But  it  is  held  that  he  is  not  bound  to 
assume  the  burden  of  maintaining  the  will, 
and  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  such  allow- 
ance where  the  will  proves  invalid.  An- 
drews V.  His  Administrators,  7  Ohio  St. 
143. 

In  Weir  ▼.  Weir,  28  Ohio  0.  C.  199,  the 
allowance  was  held  to  be  dependent  upon 
the  circumstances  of  each  case,  and  it  was 
held  that  a  disinterested  executor  who  suc- 
cessfully defended  the  will  might  be  allowed 
counsel  fees,  but  that  such  expenses  could 
not  be  allowed  where  the  executor  was  the 
legatee  of  the  bequest  provoking  the  at- 
tack. 

In  Pennsylvania,  where  the  attempt  to 
sustain  the  will  has  increased  the  value  of 
the  estate  by  having  the  outlawed  indebted- 
ness of  children  treated  as  advancements, 
the  executor  may  be  allowed  counsel  fees. 
Alexander's  Estate,  211  Pa.  124,  60  Atl. 
611. 

And  it  has  been  held  that  an  executor  is 
entitled  as  against  legatees  to  an  allowance 
for  counsel  fees  paid  in  establishing  the  va- 
lidity of  the  will  and  bequests,  Scott's  Es- 
tate, 9  Watts  &  S.  98. 

So,  an  Executor  has  been  held  entitled  to 
an  allowance  for  counsel  fees  incurred  in 
upholding  a  will  against  an  attack,  where 
the  reason  for  contest  was  removed  by  the 
legatees'  withdrawal  of  their  claims.  Ged- 
dis's  Appeal,  9  Watts,  284. 

But  it  is  held  that  they  cannot  be  al- 
lowed where  the  effect  is  to  throw  the  ex- 
pense on  creditors  and  others  not  inter- 
ested in  the  validity  of  the  will.  Mumper's 
Appeal,  3  Watts  &,  S.  441;  Royer's  Appeal, 
13  Pa.  669. 

And  a  widow  who  has  elected  to  take  un- 
der the  intestate  law  cannot  be  charged 
with  a  part  of  the  expense  incurred  for 
counsel  fees  by  one  named  as  executor  in 
attempting    to    uphold    a    pretended    will 
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such  court  shall  appoint  a  time  and  place 
for  proving  it,  when,  all  concerned  may  ap- 
pear and  contest  the  probate  ot  the  will; 
and  shall  cause  public  notice  thereof  to  be 
given  by  personal  service  on  all  persons  in- 
terested, or  by  publication  under  an  order 
of  such  court,  ii\,8uch  newspaper  printed  in 
this  state  as  the  judge  shall  direct,  three 
weeks  successively,  previous  to  the  time  ap- 
pointed, and  jio  will  shall  be  proved  until 
notice  shall  be  given  as  herein  provided." 

By  §  5017j  supra,  all  of  the  estate  of  a  tes- 
tator is  made  liable  for  the  expense  of  ad- 
ministration as  well  as  for  the  satisfaction 
of  his  debts  and  the  support  of  his  family. 
Section  5148,  supra,  provides  that  an  ex- 
ecutor or  administrator  shall  be  allowed  all 
necessary  expenses  in  the  care,  settlement, 
and  management  of  the  estate. 

In  Clark  v.  Turner,  50  Neb.  200,  38 
L.R.A.  433,  69  N.  W.  843,  Mr.  Commission- 
er Irvine  argues  that  the  statute  commands 
an  executor,  after  knowledge  that  he  has 
been  nominated  as  executor  of  a  will  and 
that  the  testator  had  departed  this  life,  to 
present  the  will  for  probate,  or  renounce  the 
trust.  Whether  the  executor,  if  he  does  not 
resign,  is  charged  with  an  imperative  ^uty 
of  propounding  his  testator's  will,  is  not 
involved  in  this  case,  and  was  not  neces- 
sarily presented  in  Clark  v.  Turner,  supra. 
Independently  of  such  a  construction  of  the 
statute,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  executor 
has  the  power  to  request  probate  of  his  tes- 


tator's will,  and  in  some  instances  it  nuf 
be  his  duty  to  do  so.  3  Redf.  Wills,  3d  ed. 
p.  8;  Henderson  v.  Simmons,  33  Ala.  291, 
70  Am.  Dec.  590;  Phillips  v.  Phillips,  8] 
Ky.  328,  334;  Meeker  v.  Meeker,  74  lova, 
352,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  489,  37  N.  W.  773; 
Lassiter  v.  Travis,  98  Tenn.  330,  39  S.  W. 
220.  If  a  legatee  petitions  for  the  probate 
of  his  testator's  will,  the  executor  may  or- 
dinarily discharge  his  duty  by  awaiting  the 
outcome  of  that  application,  provided  be 
has  complied  with  the  statute,  supra;  but 
he  may  lawfully  combine  with  the  l^atee 
for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  e^cpresaed 
will  of  the  deceased.  In  the  last-named 
event  his  reasonable  counsel  fees  incurred 
in  establishing  the  will  are  expenses  of  ad- 
ministration, to  be  paid  from  the  assets  of 
the  estate,  unless  be  acted  iu  bad  faith. 
Phillips  V.  Phillips,  Meeker  v.  Meeker,  and 
Lassiter  v.  Travis, — supra,  HefTner's  Succes- 
sion, 49  La.  Ann.  407,  21  So.  905,  Hazard 
V.  Engs,  14  R.  I.  5.  Appellants'  counsel 
contends  that  we  are  committed  to  a  con- 
trary doctrine,  but  we  do  not  agree  with 
him.  In  Mathis  v.  Pitman,  32  Neb.  191,  49 
N.  W.  182,  a  defeated  contestant  of  a  will 
recovered  his  costs  and  attorney  fees.  In 
Seebrock  v.  Fedawa,  33  Neb.  413,  29  Am. 
St.  Rep.  488,  50  N.  W.  270,  an  heir  of  the 
deceased  was  reimbursed  from  the  assets  of 
the  estate  for  counsel  fees  and  costs  in- 
curred in  an  unsuccessful  contest  of  her 
father's   will.     The  equities   seemed  strong 


which  proved  to  be  a  forgery.    Ycrkes's  Ap- 
peal, 99  Pa.  401. 

And  one  named  as  executor  in  a  pretend- 
ed will  which  proved  to  be  a  forgery  is,  as 
against  the  widow  and  heirs,  not  entitled 
to  an  allowance  for  counsel  fees  incurred  in 
endeavoring  to  uphold  such  instrument. 
Sheetz's  Appeal,  100  Pa.  197;  Whitaker's 
Estate,  38  Phila.  Leg.  Int.  402. 

And  where  the  contest  as  to  the  validity 
of  a  will  is  substantially  between  legatees 
or  devisees,  the  executor  cannot  charge  the 
estate  for  counsel  fees  incurred  in  success- 
fully establishing  the  will.  Rankin's  Ap- 
peal, 10  W.  N.  C.  235. 

In  Bergdoll's  Estate,  11  Pa.  Dist.  R.  609, 
it  was  held  that  such  allowances  to  executors 
could  not  be  made,  unless  perhaps  when  the 
will  was  sustained. 

In  South  Carolina  it  has  been  held  that 
an  executor  who  had  been  in  possession  of 
the  estate  under  the  will  could  not  be  al- 
lowed for  counsel  fees  incurred  in  defend- 
ing it,  where  its  probate  was  subsequently 
set  aside,  since  the  litigation  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  legatees.  Brown  v.  Vinyard, 
Bail.  Eq.  460. 

But  in  Butler  v.  Jennings,  8  Rich.  Eq.  87, 
expenses,  apparently  including  attorney's 
fees,  incurred  by  an  executor  in  defending 
the  probate  of  the  will,  were  held  allowable, 
although  the  will  was  set  aside  because  of 
the  testator's  insanity. 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


And  in  Turnipseed  v.  Sirrine,  60  S.  C. 
272,  38  S.  E.  423,  attorney's  fees  were  al- 
lowed an  executor  for  defending  a  suit 
brought  by  one  claiming  the  property  which 
would  pass  under  the  will,  under  an  agree- 
ment to  make  mutual  wills,  although  be 
had  not  previously  obtained  the  sanction  of 
the  court. 

In  Tennessee,  it  is  held  to  be  the  execut- 
or's duty  to  uphold  the  will,  and  he  is  en- 
tilled  to  allowance  for  counsel  fees  incurred 
for  that  purpose.  Bennet  v.  Bradford,  1 
Coldw.  471 ;  Bowden  v.  Hig^,  9  Lea,  343. 

And  the  executor  is  entitled  to  an  al- 
lowance for  counsel  'fees  incurred  in  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  have  the  will  pro- 
bated, although  he  is  a  legatee,  and  the 
only  one  interested  in  sustaining  it.  Las- 
siter V.  Travis,  98  Tenn.  330,  39  S.  W.  2i6. 

In  Re  Bowman,  133  Wis.  494,  113  N.  W. 
956,  the  executor's  disbursements  incurred 
in  defending  the  will,  apparently  including 
counsel  fees,  were  allowed. 

In  Page  v.  Williamson,  87  L.  T.  N.  S. 
146,  it  was  held  that  executors  who  had  hid 
ample  time  to  examine  into  the  testamen- 
tary capacity  of  the  testator  were  not  M- 
titled  to  recover  even  costs,  where  tbe  will 
was  refused  probate  on  account  of  testator's 
want  of  a  sound  and  disposing  mind.  To 
the  same  effect  is  Twist  v.  Tye  [iWi]  P-  02- 
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in  favor  of  the  contesitantg  in  the  cited  cases, 
and  their  good  faith  in  waging  the  contest 
was  undoubted.  In  McClary  t.  Stuil,  44 
Xeb.  175,  62  N.  W.  601,  attorneys  for  dis- 
comfited contestants  of  a  Avill  requested 
that  their  fees  should  bo  paid  from  the  as- 
seta  of  the  estate.  It  appeared  from  the 
record  that  their  fees  were  oontingent,  and 
we  held  they  had  no  just  claim  against  the 
eitate  for  compensation.  In  Clark  t.  Tur- 
ner, supra,  counsel  for  a  vanquished  propo- 
nent of  an  alleged  lost  will  moved  the  dis- 
trict court,  in  proceedings  there  pending  on 
appeal  for  the  probate  of  said  will,  for 
counsel  fees.  The  prayer  was  denied  he- 
eauae  the  district  court  had  no  authority 
in  that  proceeding  to  direct  payment  of  the 
asiiets  of  the  estate  for  a  purpose  which,  if 
Intimate,  constituted  an  expense  of  admin- 
iitration. 

In  Wallace  v.  Sheldon,  56  Neb.  65,  76  N. 
W.  418,  costs  and  attorney  fees  had  been 
taxed  in  favor  of  defeated  contestants  of  a 
will,  and  we  held  the  order  erroneous.  Ma- 
thia  V.  Pitman  and  Seebrock  v.  Fedawa,  su- 
pra, were  disapproved.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  learned  commissioner  writing  the 
opinion  of  the  court  in  Wallace  v.  Sheldon 
expressly  disclaims  committing  us  to  a  rule 
that,  under  no  circumstances,  may  costs  or 
attorney  fees  be  allowed  an  unsuccessful 
contestant  in  proceedings  to  probate  a  pro- 
posed will.  In  Atkinson  v.  May,  57  Neb. 
137,  77  N.  W.  343,  attorneys  employed  by  a 
legatee  to  secure  the  probate  of  an  alleged 
will  failed  in  their  mission.  Subsequently 
they  filed  a  claim  for  fees  against  the  es- 
tate, and  were  defeated  in  the  lower  courts. 
We  affirmed  the  judgment.  In  St.  James' 
Orphan  Asylum  v.  McDonald,  76  Neb.  630, 
107  N.  W.  979,  110  N.  W.  626,  following  At- 
kinaon  v.  May,  supra,  we  held  that  ordina- 
rily the  estate  of  a  decedent  would  not  be 
held  liable  for  attorney  fees  for  services 
rendered  at  the  request  of  a  legatee.  The 
facts  in  that  case  disclosed  that  the  equi- 
ties were  in  favor  of  the  defeated  contest- 
ant. Re  Donges,  103  Wis.  497,  74  Am.  St. 
Rep.  885,  79  N.  W.  786,  is  cited  with  ap- 
proval by  Judge  Barnes  in  his  opinion  in 
St  James*  Orphan  Asylum  v.  McDonald. 
In  the  Wisconsin  case  Mr.  Justice  Dodge 
correctly  reasons  that  taxable  costs  must  be 
taxed  according  to  statute,  and  that  con- 
tending legatees  ought  not  to  be  reimbursed 
from  the  assets  of  the  estate  for  counsel 
fees  paid  by  them;  but  the  learned  jurist 
states  that  what  he  has  said  does  not  refer 
to  the  allowance  of  counsel  fees  reasonably 
incurred  by  an  executor  in  the  good  faith 
performance  of  his  duties.  Judge  Barnes 
carefully  discriminates  between  counsel  fees 
paid  by  an  executor  and  like  fees  expended 
by  a  iegaiee.  In  Re  Wilson,  83  Neb.  252, 
a  U(.A.(NJ3.) 


119  N.  W.  522,  an  attorney  had  been  ap- 
pointed administrator  of  an  estate.  Sub- 
sequently interested  parties  sought  to  pro-' 
bate  an  alleged  lost  will  wherein  he  was 
named  as  executor.  The  heirs  contested  this 
application.  The  administrator  was  a  wit- 
ness in  the  suit  and  attended  court  during 
the  trial.  The  will  was  not  established,  and 
he  was  not  permitted  to  collect  an  attorney 
fee  for  the  time  he  devoted  to  that  case. 
He  had  not  been  employed  by  either  side  to 
the  controversy,  and  while  it  was  pending 
was  acting  as  an  otUcer  of  the  court.  Ip 
Smullin  v.  Wharton,  83  Neb.  346,  110  N.  W. 
773,  121  N.  W.  441,  counsel  fees  were  al- 
lowed by  agreement  of  parties. 

In  the  instant  case  attorneys  are  not  pur- 
suing the  estate  for  compensation,  nor  is  a 
legatee  under  the  will  demanding  reim- 
bursement for  money  paid  counsel,  but  the 
executor  has  paid  for  legal  services  ren- 
dered, as  he  asserts,  in  the  administration 
of  the  estate.  No  charge  of  bad  faith  is 
made,  but  his  power  to  create  the  liability 
is  challenged.  In  giving  the  executor  credit 
for  counsel  fees,  the  county  court  must  have 
found  that  the  employment  was  necessary, 
although  he  concluded  too  much  had  been 
paid  for  the  services  rendered.  The  elTect 
of  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  oA 
appeal  is  that  the  necessity  existed  and  the 
charges  were  reasonable.  It  may  be  that 
the  executor  would  have  exercised  better 
judgment  had  he  permitted  the  contending 
heirs  to  litigate  the  validity  of  the  will, 
but  he  was  not  compelled  to  do  so,  nor  does 
the  record  suggest  bad  faith  on  his  part  in 
casting  the  weight  of  his  influence  and  au- 
thority into  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
ponent. The  estate  is  not  great,  and  the 
fees,  while  not  excessive,  form  no  inconsider- 
able part  of  the  cost  of  administration,  but 
the  contestants,  by  attempting  to  defeat  the 
will  of  their  father,  are  responsible  for  that 
expense. 

A  consideration  of  the  record  and  the  ar- 
guments of  counsel  impel  us  to  affirm  the 
judgment  of  the  District  Court. 

Affirmed. 


NEW   JERSEY    COURT    OF   ERRORS 
-   AND  APPEALS. 

MILTON  MAYER 

V. 

KATHARINE  G.  ROCHE,  Impleaded,  etc., 
Plff.   in  Err. 

(77  N.  J.  L.  681,  75  Atl.  235.) 

Conflict  of  laws  —  contract  —  intent  of 
parties  —  effect. 

1.  The  proper  law  of  the  contract  is  the 
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law  by  which  the  parties  thereto  intended, 
or  may  fairly  be  presumed  to  have  intended, 
the  contract  to  be  governed. 
Same  —  note. 

2.  A  note  dated  in  New  York  and  payable 
In  New  York  is,  in  the  absence  of  facts  evin- 
cing another  intention,  governed  by  New 
York  law,  although  the  maker  resided  in 
New  Jersey  and  signed  the  note  in  this  state. 
Same  —  accommodation  maker  —  liabil- 
ity. 

3.  A  married  woman,  resident  in  New  Jer- 
sey, signed  a  note  in  this  state  as  accommo- 
dation guarantor  or  surety;  the  note  was 
dated  and  payable  in  New  York,  but  it  did 
not. appear  where  it  was  delivered  to  the 
payee.  Held,  that  it  was  a  New  York  con- 
tract, and  that  the  married  woman  was  li- 
able upon  the  note  under  the  law  of  that 
state. 

(November  15,  1909.) 

ERROR  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  review 
a  judgment  in  plaintifTs  favor  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  the  amount  al- 


leged to  be  due  on  a  promissory  note.  Af- 
firmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  B.  li.  liawrcnce  for  plaintiff  in  er- 
ror. 

Messrs.  Tennant  &  Halght,  for  defend- 
ant in  error: 

On  the  face  of  the  note  it  is  clearly  a 
New  York  contract,  and  governed  solely  by 
the  laws  of  that  state. 

Thompson  v.  Taylor,  -66  N.  J.  L.  256,  54 
L.R.A.  585,  88  Am.  St.  Rep.  485,  49  Atl. 
544;  Ball  V.  Consolidated  Franklinite  Co. 
32  N.  J.  L.  102;  Law  v.  Smith,  68  N.  J. 
Eq.  81,  59  Atl.  327. 

Swayze,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  an  action  on  a  promissory  note. 
The  plaintiff  in  error  appears  to  be  a  joint 
maker.  The  facts  were  agreed  on,  and  the 
case  tried  before  the  court  without  a  jur}'. 
It  was  admitted  that  the  note  was  signed 
by  Mrs.  Boche  in  this  state,  where  she  re- 


Ifote.  —  Conflict  of  laws  aa  to  capacity 
of  married  women  to  contract. 

This  subject  was  covered  in  the  note  to 
Union  Nat.  Bank  v.  Chapman,  57  L.R.A.  513, 
BO  far  as  concerned  the  conflict  between 
lex  loci  contractus  and  lex  domicilii,  lex 
loci  contractus  and  lex  fori,  and  lex  loci  con- 
tractus and  lex  rci  siiw;  and  the  case's  cov- 
ering those  aspects  of  the  subject  will  not 
be  repeated  in  this  note.  The  earlier  note, 
however,  expressly  excluded  consideration  of 
the  conflict  between  lex  loci  contractus  and 
lex  loci  solutionis,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to 
consider  that  aspect  of  the  subject,  and  the 
bearing  thereon  of  the  intention  of  the  par- 
ties as  to  the  governing  law. 

In  this  note,  unless  otherwise  stated,  the 
term  lex  loci  contractus  is  used  in  the  sense 
of  the  law  of  tlie  place  where  the  contract  is 
made,  and  the  term  lex  loci  solutionis  in  the 
sense  of  the  law  of  the  place  of  performance, 
although  the  former  term  is  sometimes  used 
by  the  courts  in  the  sense  of  the  law  of  the 
place  of  performance.  (See  Robinson  v. 
Queen,  87  Tenn.  446,  3  L.R.A.  214,  10  Am. 
St.  Rep.  090,  11  S.  W.  38,  infra.) 

Even  if  it  had  affirmatively  appeared  in 
Mayer  v.  Roche  that  the  note  in  question 
was  delivered  in  New  Jersey,  and  had  its 
inception  there  aa  a  binding  contract,  the 
law  of  New  York  as  to  the  capacity  of  mar- 
ried women  might,  perhaps,  have  been  prop- 
erly applied,  upon  the  ground  that  defendant 
would  be  estopjed  to  deny  that  the  note  was 
a  New  York  contract,  it  being  dated  and 
payable  in  New  York  (see  on  this  point 
Chemical  Nat.  Bank  v.  Kellogg,  2  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  299).  It  may  be,  however,  that  the 
other  facts  essential  to  the  doctrine  of  es- 
toppel did  not  appear.  At  all  events  the  de- 
cision applying  the  law  of  New  York  (it 
not  appearing  whether  in  fact  the  note  was 
delivered  in  New  York  or  New  Jersey)  is 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


expressly  put  upon  the  ground  that  the  in- 
tention of  the  parties  as  to  the  governing 
law  controls,  and  that  the  presumption  in 
this  case  was  that  the  parties  intended  to 
contract  with  reference  to  the  law  of  New 
York,  by  which  a  married  woman  is  capa- 
ble of  making  such  a  contract,  rather  than 
by  the  law  of  New  Jersey,  by  which  she 
would  be  incapable.  This  presumption  was 
undoubtedly  properly  indulged,  if  it  be  as- 
sumed that  the  intention  of  the  parties  ex- 
pressed or  presumed  is  the  criterion  of  the 
governing  law  with  respect  of  the  capacity  to 
contract.  The  correctness  of  that  assump- 
tion, however,  is  open  to  grave  doubt.  There 
are  but  few  cases  which  have  directly  in- 
volved and  adjudicated  the  specific  question. 
As  shown  in  the  note  to  Union  Nat.  Bank 
V.  Chapman,  57  L.R.A.  613,  it  is  now,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  established  in  this  country, 
though  the  rule  is  otherwise  in  England, 
that  the  capacity  to  make  a  personal  con- 
tract, including,  of  course,  the  capacity  in 
that  respect  as  affected  by  coverture,  does 
not  depend  upon  the  lex  domicilii,  but  upon 
the  lex  loci  contractus,  at  least  if  there  is 
no  conflict  between  the  lex  loci  contractus 
and  lex  loci  solutionis,  and  that  the  capacity 
to  contract  with  respect  to  real  property  is 
in  general  governed  by  the  lex  ret  sit(e. 
As  already  stated,  that  note  did  not  deal  with 
the  question  whether,  in  case  of  a  conflict  be- 
tween the  lex  loci  contractus  and  lex  loci  so- 
luiionis,  with  respect  to  the  capacity  of  a 
married  woman  to  enter  into  a  personal  con- 
tract,  the  former  or  latter  governs.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  in  most  of  the  cases  considered 
in  that  note,  the  conflict  on  the  point  was 
between  the  lex  loci  contractus  on  the  one 
side  and  the  lex  domicilii  or  lex  fori  ujion 
the  other,  and  generally  it  appeared  that 
the  contract  was  made  and  performable  in 
the  same  state,  or  at  least  that  there  was 
no  conflict  upon  the  point  between  the  law 
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sided,  that  she  received  nothing  thereon, 
and  was  either  an  accommodation  guarantor 
or  Btirety  for  the  other  makers.  The  note  is 
dated  and  payable  in  New  York,  but  it  does 
not  appear  whether  it  was  delivered  in  that 
state  or  in  New  Jersey.  The  case  therefore 
differs  from  Thompson  v.  Taylor,  66  N.  J. 
L.  253,  54  L.R.A.  585,  88  Am.  St.  Rep.  485, 
49  Atl.  544,  where  it  appeared  that  the  wife 
delivered  the  note  to  the  husband  without 
limitation  of  the  use  he  might  make  of  it, 
and  that  he  transferred  it  to  the  payee  in 
New  York  city.  It  differs  also  from  Me- 
chanics' Bank  v.  Chardavoyne,  69  N.  J.  L. 
256,  101  Am.  St.  Rep.  701,  55  Atl.  1080, 
where  the  wife  had  clothed  her  husband 
with  apparent  authority  to  use  the  note  as 
he  chose,  and  he  had  negotiated  it  in  Brook- 
lyn. 

We  held  in  Thompson  v.  Taylor  that  the 
law  of  the  place  of  contract  was  decisive  on 
the  question  of  incapacity  to  contract  inci- 
dent to  coverture.  The  question  in  this 
case  is  whether,  upon  the  bare  facts  above 


stated,  the  place  of  contract  was  New  York 
or  New  Jersey. 

The  expression  "place  of  contract"  is  in 
itself  ambiguous,  since  it  may  mean  either 
the  place  where  the  contract  is  entered  into, 
or  the  place  where  it  is  to  be  performed. 
Dicey,  Confl.  L.  726;  Pritchard  v.  Norton, 
106  U.  S.  124,  27  L.  ed.  104,  1  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
102.  In  the  English  and  American  cases, 
however,  it  has  come  to  be  used  generally 
as  signifying  the  place  where  the  contract  is 
entered  into,  and,  since  the  law  of  that  place 
does  not  always  control,  the  cases  seem 
sometimes  to-be  more  at  variance  than  they 
really  are.  In  the  English  courts  it  has 
finally  been  held  that  the  proper  law  of  the 
contract  is  the  law  or  laws  by  which  the 
parties  to  a  contract  intended,  or  may  fairly 
be  presumed  to  have  intended,  the  contract 
to.be  governed.  Hamlyn  v.  Talisker  Dis- 
tillery [1894]  A.  C.  202,  a  careful  and 
learned  review  of  which  by  Judge  Schofteld 
is  to  be  found  in  9  Harvard  L.  Rev.  371. 
This  rule  is  substantially  that  expressed  by 


ef  the  place  where  it  was  made  and  the  law 
of  the  place  where  it  was  performable.  In 
a  few  cases,  however,  there  was  such  a 
conflict;  and  from  the  express  decisions  in 
these  cases,  and  the  implication  of  the 
language  used  in  designating  the  governing 
law  in  cases  which  did  not  involve  such  ii 
conflict,  and  the  position  taken  by  the  text 
writers,  the  rules  on  this  subject  must  be 
deduced. 

The  general  proposition  stated  in  the 
above  opinion,  that  a  contract  is  governed 
by  the  law  with  a  view  to  wliich  it  was 
made,  is  declared  and  applied  in  many  cases. 
An  examination  of  these  cases,  however,  will 
disclose  that  in  most  of  them  the  question 
involved  did  not  relate  to  the  capacity  of  the 
parties,  or  to  any  other  matter  touching  the 
preliminary  question  of  the  existence  of  a 
contract,  but  involved  either  the  obligation 
or  interpretation  of  the  contract,  or  the  es- 
sential validity  of  particular  provisions 
measuring  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  par- 
ties, as  distinguished  from  matters  affect- 
ing the  question  whether  the  parties  had 
been  brought  into  contractual  relations  at 
all.  One  of  the  most  prolific  sources  of  con- 
fusion in  the  subject  of  the  conflict  of  laws 
is  the  tendency  of  the  courts,  as  well  as  text 
writers,  to  state  too  broadly  principles 
which  they  properly  apply  to  a  particular 
state  of  facts  before  them,  and_  their 
failure  to  distinguish  between  the  different 
elements  or  incidents  of  the  contract.  This 
is  well  illustrated  by  a  comparison  of  the 
case  of  Scudder  v.  Union  Nat.  Bank,  01 
U.  S.  406,  23  L.  ed.  245,  with  the  case  of 
Liverpool  &  G.  W.  Steam  Co.  v.  Phenix  Ins. 
Co.  (The  Montana)  129  U.  S.  397,  32  L.  ed. 
788,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  469.  In  the  Scudder 
Case  the  question  related  to  the  formal  va- 
lidity of  the  contract,  and  the  court  lays 
down,  without  any  reference  whatever  to  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


intention  of  the  parties,  expressed  or  im- 
plied, the  general  rule  that  matters  bearing 
upon  the  execution,  the  interpretation,  and 
the  validity  of  a  contract,  are  determined 
by  the  law  of  the  place  where  the  contract 
was  made,  and  that  matters  connected  with 
its  performance  are  regulated  by  the  law 
prevailing  at  the  place  of  performance.  In 
the  "Montana"  Case  the  question  related  to 
the  validity  of  a  stipulation  limiting  the  lia- 
bility of  a  carrier,  and  the  court  declared  gen- 
erally, without  expressly  recognizing  any  dis- 
tinction between  the  different  elements  of 
the  contract,  the  general  proposition  that 
the  nature,  the  obligation,  and  interpreta- 
tion of  a  contract,  are  to  be  governed  by  the 
law  of  the  place  wliere  it  is  made,  unless  the 
parties  at  the  time  of  n:\aking  it  have  some 
other  law  in  view,  thus  apparently  making 
the  intention  of  the  parties  the  criterion  of 
the  governing  law  as  to  all  matters  af- 
fecting its  validity.  ^  similar  inconsisten- 
cy, or  at  least  ambiguity,  is  to  be  observed 
in  Judge  Storv's  treatment  of  the  subject. 

At  §  280  (8'th  ed.  p.  376)  of  Story  on  Con- 
flict of  I^ws,  he  remarked  that  the  rules  al- 
ready considered  by  him  (referring  ap- 
parently to  chapter  VIII.,  of  which  that 
section  is  a  part)  presuppose  that  the  per- 
formance of  the  contract  is  to  be  in  the 
place  where  it  is  made,  either  expressly  or 
by  tacit  implication,  and  that  where  the 
contract  is  either  expressly  or  tacitly  to  be 
performed  in  any  other  place,  there  the  gen- 
eral rule  is  in  conformity  to  the  presumed 
intention  of  the  parties  that  the  contract, 
as  to  its  validity,  nature,  obligation,  and 
interpretation,  is  to  be  governed  by  the  law 
of  the  place  of  performance.  At  §  102,  page 
170,  an  earlier  chapter),  however,  he  de- 
clares, without  making  any  reference  to  the 
general  proposition  just  stated,  that  the  law 
of  the  place  where  ft  contract  is  made  will 
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Lord  Mansfield  in  Robinson  v.  Bland,  2  Burr. 
1077,  and  more  exactly  by  Cliief  Justice 
Marshall  in  Wayman  v.  Southard,  10  Wheat. 
48,  6  L.  ed.  264,  where  he  said  that  in  every 
forum  a  contract  is  governed  by  the  law 
with  a  view  to  which  it  was  made.  The 
same  rule  seems  to  have  been  in  ^he  mind 
of  Lord  Denman  in  Rothschild  v.  Currie,  1 
Q.  B.  43,  and  was  distinctly  stated  by  Mr. 
Justice  Willes  in  Lloyd  v.  Guibert,  L.  R. 
1  Q.  B.  115,  5  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  870,  and  by 
Lord  Bowen  in  Jacobs  v.  Credit  Lyonnais, 
L.  R.  12  Q.  B.  Div.  589,  53  L.  J.  Q.  B.  N.  S. 
156,  1  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  338.  The  same  rule 
has  been  adopted  by  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court.  Pritchard  v.  Norton,  supra; 
Coghlan  v.  South  Carolina  R.  Co.  142  U.  S. 
101,  35  L.  ed.  951,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  950. 


Mr.  Justice  Gray,  in  Liverpool  4.  G.  TT. 
Steam  Co.  v.  Phenix  Ins.  Co.  (The  Montana) 
129  U.  S.  397,  32  L.  ed.  788,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
469,  ifsed  a  form  of  statement  which  treats! 
the  place  where  the  contract  was  made  u 
the  general  rule,  but  allowed  an  exception 
where  the  parties  had  a  different  jurisdic- 
tion in  view.  The  later  form  of  statement, 
which  treats  the  proper  law  of  the  con- 
tract as  that  which  the  parties  intended,  or 
m°ay  fairly  be  presumed  to  have  intended,  is 
the  more  accurate.  It  harmonizes  with  the 
general  rule,  which  leads  the  courts  to  give 
effect  to  the  intentions  of  the  parties  as  far 
as  they  are  embodied  in  words;  and  it  does 
away  with  the  apparent  discrepancy  be- 
tween cases  like  the  one  last  cited,  which 
adopts  the  law  of  the  place  where  the  con- 


generally  govern  in  respect  to  the  capacity, 
state,  and  condition  of  persons.  It  is  true, 
however,  that  in  this  connection  he  was  dis- 
cussing the  question  whether  the  lex  domi- 
cilii or  lex  loci  contractus  governed,  and, 
perhaps,  did  not  have  in  mind  any  question 
as  to  conflict  between  lex  loci  contractus 
and  lex  loci  solutionis,  and  it  may  be  that 
his  reference  in  §  280  to  the  rules  already 
considered  by  him  was  intended  to  embrace 
the  rule  declared  by  him  in  §  102  so 
as  to  bring  the  question  of  capacity  to 
contract,  as  well  as  matters  relating  to 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  obliga- 
tion or  the  essential  validity  of  particu- 
lar provisions,  within  the  exception  de- 
clared by  him,  when  the  contract  is  to  be 
performed  at  some  place  other  than  that 
at  which  it  was  made.  It  may  be  noticed 
in  this  connection,  however,  that  the  only 
case  (Andrews  v.  Pond,  13  Pet.  65,  10  L.  ed. 
01 )  which  Judge  Story  cited  in  support  of 
the  proposition  laid  down  by  him  in  §  280 
involved  a  question  of  CEf»"/itial  validity, 
namely,  the  question  of  usury.  The  editor 
of  the  8th  edition  cites  a  long  list  of  cases 
in  support  of  that  general  proposition,  but 
in  nearly,  if  not  quito  all,  of  them  the  ques- 
tion before  the  court  related  either  to  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  obligation,  or  the 
essential  validity  of  some  particular  stipu- 
lation. , 

The  principle  that  accepts  the  intention 
of  the  parties,  expressed  or  presumed,  as 
the  criterion  of  the  governing  law  of  a  per- 
sonal contract,  in  some  of  its  aspects  at 
least,  was  originally  incorporated  into  the 
common  law  bv  Lord  Mansfield  (opinion  in 
Robinson  v.  Bland,  1  W.  Bl.  234,  2  Burr. 
1077),  and  he  apparently  borrowed  it  from 
the  civil  law.  The  entire  principle,  at  least 
in  its  relation  to  the  question  of  validity 
formal  or  essential,  has  been  frequently  at- 
tached by  writers  upon  this  subject.  A' 
notable  recent  instance  is  the  aeries  of  arti- 
cles by  Professor  Beale  in  23  Hnrvjiy  L. 
Rev.  1,  79,  194,  200.  The  principV^,  how- 
ever, is  so  well  established,  both  in  England 
and  in  this  country, — as  applied  at  least 
to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  obligation  of 
the  parties,  assuming  the  existence  and  for- 
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mal  validity  of  the  contract,  and  also  as 
to  the  essential  validity  of  particular  stipu- 
lations or  provisions  of  the  contract,  measur- 
ing the  extent  of  the  reciprocal  rights  and 
duties  of  the  parties,  e.  g.,  stipulations  lim- 
iting the  common-law  liability  of  carriers 
and  usury, — that,  to  this  extent  at  least,  it 
will  probably  survive  the  assaults  upon  it. 
Indeed,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  criti- 
cisms of  the  principle  are  not  ia  a  largv 
part  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the 
principle  is  applicable  to  the  question  of 
capacity  of  parties,  formal  validity,  and 
other  matters  going  to  the  very  existenc-- 
of  a  contract.  At  all  events,  those  criti- 
cisms lose  much  of  their  force  when  the 
principle  is  confined  within  the  limits  jnst 
suggested,  and  matters  like  formal  vnliditv 
and  capacity  to  contract,  which  relate  to 
the  existence  of  the  contract  in  a  legal  sense, 
are  excluded  from  its  operation. 

Dicey,  who  tends  his  full  approval  to  the 
general  principle  that  accepts  the  intention 
of  the  parties,   expressed   or  presumed,  as 
the  criterion  of  the  governing  law  with  re- 
spect to  the  essential  validity  and   the  in- 
terpretation and  obligation  of  the  contract, 
declares  generally  that  the  formal  validitx 
of  a  contract  is  governed  by  the  law  of  the 
place  where  it  is  made  (lex  loci  contractus) 
(Dicey,  Confl.  L.  p.  549),  though  he  sug- 
gests interrogatively  the  possibility  that  a 
contract  made  in  one  country,  but  intended 
to  operate  wholly  in,  and  to  be  subject  to 
the   laws  of,   another,   may   be   valid  even 
though  not  made  in  accordance  with  the  lo- 
cal form,  if  it  be  made  in  accordance  with 
the  form  required  or  allowed  by  the  laws  of 
the  countrywhgi^m^MIUct  is  to  operate, 
and  Bubj^^flothe  law  wTOtof  it  is  made. 
In  M^^ance  with  the  EnglTlfc  cases,  but 
cojifrary  to  the  established  prinA^e  in  this 
.,  untry   he    refers   capacity    to    riHte  per- 
sonal   contracts   to   the    lea   domicili.    Ho 
states    this,    however,    as    a    positive   i|e. 
not    at   all    dependent    upon   the    intent, 
of  the  parties.  , 

Minor  (Conflict  of  I.«ws,  S  ''■'  °^" 
Clares  that  it  is  apparent  that  the  capao- 
itv  of  the  parties  to  contract  relates  ro 
the  making  of  the  contract,  and  that  Denc^ 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


1900. 


MAYKU  V.  ROCHJi. 


767 


tract  is  made,  and  cases  like  London  Assur. 
Co.  V.  Companhia  de  Moagens,  167  U*.  S. 
149,  42  L.  ed.  113,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  785, 
where  the  court  said:  "Generally  speaking, 
the  law  of  the  place  where  the  contract  is 
to  be  performed  is  the  law  Which  governs 
as  to  its  validity  and  interpretation."  The 
place  where  the  contract  is  made  and  the 
place  where  the  contract  is  to  be  performed 
are  both  important  indicia  of  the  law  by 
which  the  parties  may  fairly  be  presumed 
to  have  intended  that  the  contract  should 
be  governed,  but  neither  is  necessarily  con- 
clusive, as  appears  by  the  decision  in  Lloyd 
V.  Guibert,  already  cited,  where  the  law 
which  governed  was  the  law  of  the  flag  un- 
der which  the  ship  sailed,  and  not  the  law 
of  the  place  where  the  contract  was  made, 


nor  the  law  of  the  place  where  it  was  to  be 
performed.  The  rule  of  following  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  has  also  the  merit  of 
flexibility  and  will  cover  all  cases  which  can 
arise.  No  less  general  rule  can  do  so.  As 
Lord  Bowen  said  in  Jacobs  v.  Credit  Lyon- 
nais:  "Stereotyped  rules  laid  down  by 
juridical  writers  cannot  therefore  be  ac- 
cepted as  infallible  cauons  of  interpretation 
in  these  days  when  commercial  transactions 
have  altered  in  character  and  increased  in 
complexity;  and  there  can  be  no  hard  and 
fast  rule  by  which  to  construe  the  multi- 
form commercial  agreements  with  which  in 
modem  times  we  have  to  deal." 

What  then  must  be  presumed  to  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  note 
in  suit,  as  to  the  law  by  which  their  con- 


the  lea  celebrationis,  which  he  here  .em- 
ploys as  a  substitute  for  lex  loot  con- 
tractus, as  meaning  the  law  of  the  place 
where  the  contract  is  made,  necessarily 
governs.  He  says:  "The  only  law  that 
can  operate  to  create  a  contract  is  the  law 
of  the  place  where  the  contract  is  entered 
into  {lea  celebrationis).  If  the  parties 
enter  into  an  agreement  in  a  particular 
state,  the  law  of  that  state  alone  can  deter- 
mine whether  a  contract  has  been  made. 
If,  by  the  law  of  that  state,  no  contract  has 
been  made,  there  is  no  contract.  Hence, 
if,  by  the  lex  celebraiienis,  the  parties  are 
incapable  of  making  a  binding  contract, 
there  is  no  contract  upon  which  the  law 
of  any  other  state  can  operate.  It  is  void 
ab   initio." 

Wharton  (Wharton,  Confl.  §  401)  ap- 
parently assumed  that  the  principle  that 
a  contract  made  in  one  place,  to  be  per- 
formed in  another,  is  to  be  governed  by 
the  law  of  the  place  of  performance,  applies 
only  to  matters  of  performance,  or  at  least  i 
not  to  the  formal  making  of  the  contract. 
The  writer  of  the  present  note,  in  the  new 
section  added  by  him  in  the  third  edition 
of  the  last-mentioned  work  (Wharton,  Confl. 
L.  §  427e),  suggests  that  when  the  cases 
are  scrutinized  with  reference  to  the  par- 
ticular matter  or  element  of  the  contract 
involved,  they  seem  to  warrant  the  con- 
clusion that  matters  that  relate  to  the 
preliminary  question  whether  a  contract 
has  been  made,  including  the  capacity  of  the 
porty  to  contract  and  the  formal  validity 
of  tiie  contract,  are  governed  by  a  fixed 
law  which  is  independent  of,  and  cannot 
be  varied  by,  the  intention  of  the  parties; 
and  that  the  intention,  expressed  or  pre- 
sumed, can  be  accepted  as  the  criterion  of 
the  governing  law  only  with  respect  to  the 
reciprocal  rights  and  duties  of  the  parties 
thereunder,  and  as  to  the  essential  validity 
of  particular  provisions  or  stipulations 
measuring  the  rights  and  duties  of  the 
parties  'thereunder,  assuming  the  existence 
and  formal  validity  of  the  contract.  At 
§§  427li  and  427i  he  cites  authority  to  sup- 
iwrt  the  conelusion  that  the  general  ques- 
tion as  to  capacity,  and  the  snecific  question, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.} 


as  to  the  capacity,  of  the  married  woman, 
depend  upon  the  law  of  the  place  where 
the  contract  is  made,  rather  than  the  law 
of  the  place  of  performance.  In  this  con- 
nection, however,  he  calls  attention  to  the 
distinction  between  the  capacity  of  a  mar- 
ried woman  to  make  a  contract  and  her 
capacity  to  perform,  and  suggests  that  the 
law  of  the  place  of  performance  ought  to 
prevail  if  it  renders  her  incapable  of  doing 
the  acts  essential  to  the  performance  of  a 
contract  which  she  was  capable  of  making 
according   to   the   lea  loci  contractus. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  conclusions 
of  these  text  writers  are  opposed  to  the 
assumption  of  Mayeb  v.  Roche,  that  the 
principle  which  accepts  the  intention  of 
the  parties  as  the  criterion  of  the  govern- 
ing law  applies  to  the  capacity  of  the  parties 
to  contract.  That  assumption  is  also 
opposed  in  an  able  opinion  of  Wallace,  J., 
in  Campbell  v.  Crampton,  18  Blatchf.  150, 
2  Fed.  417,  which  is  especially  valuable  on 
**>is  point  not  only  because  the  question 
was  discussed  upon  the  assumption,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  point  at  least,  of  a  con- 
flict between  the  lex  loci  contractus  and 
lex  loci  solutionis,  but  also  because  of  the 
clear  distinction  which  the  opinion  makes 
with  respect  to  the  difl'erent  elements  or 
incidents  of  the  contract  as  alTecting  the 
governing  law.  After  alluding  to  the  con- 
flicting rules  on  the  subject,  mentioning 
specifically  the  rule  that,  in  conformity 
with  the  presumed  intention  of  the  parties, 
the  contract,  as  to  its  validity,  nature, 
obligation,  and  interpretation,  is  to  be 
governed  by  the  law  of  the  place  of  per- 
formance, if  that  difl'ers  from  the  law  of 
the  place  where  the  contract  is  made,  and 
the  rules  of  the  Scudder  Case  (already 
alluded  to)  the  opinion  declares  that,  as 
to  the  capacity  of  parties  to  enter  into  a 
contract,  it  must  be  accepted  as  the  general 
rule  that  the  law  of  the  place  where  the 
contract  is  made  must  l)e  the  test.  He  says: 
"Upon  principle  no  reason  can  be  alleged 
why  a  contract  void  for  want  of  capacity 
of  the  party  at  the  place  where  it  is  made 
should  be  held  good  because  it  provides 
that  it  shall   be  performed  elsewhere,  and 
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tract  was  to  be  govumedt  We  think  the 
fact  that  it  was  dated  in  New  York  indi- 
cates that  the  parties  meant  to  be  bound 
by  New  York  law.  It  has  been  so  held  in 
our  supreme  court  in  Hoppins  v.  Miller,  17 
N.  J.  L.  185.  In  addition,  the  fact  that  the 
note  was  payable  in  New  York  is  sufficient 
of  itself  to  justify  the  conclusion  that  New 
York  law  was  the  law  contemplated.  It 
has  been  so  held  in  this  state  in  cases  in- 
volving the  question  of  usury.  Ball  v.  Con- 
solidated Franklinite  Co.  32  N.  J.  L.  102; 
Freese  v.  Brownell,  35  N.  J.  L.  285,  10  Am. 
Rep.  239.  Authority  in  other  jurisdictions 
is  ample.  Andrews  v.  Pond,  13  Pet.  65,  10 
L.  ed.  61;  Pritchard  v.  Norton,  and  London 
Assur.  Co.  V.  Companhia  de  Moagens,  supra ; 
Shoe  &  Leather  Nat.  Bank  v.  Wood,  142 
Mass.  563,  8  N.  E.  753.  This  view  of  the 
presumed  intention  of  the  parties  based 
upon  the  well-settled  rules  as  to  the  effect 
of  the  place  where  the  contract  is  made  and 
the  place  where  it  is  to  be  performed  is  in 
accord,  also,  with  the  general  principle  which 
would   lead    us    to    hold   that   the   parties 


meant  to  make  a  binding  contract,  and  that 
neither  meant  to  mislead  the  other. 

For  these  reasons  we  think  the  note  in 
question  is  governed  by  the  New  York  Uw, 
and,  as  it  is  admitted  that  by  that  law  a 
married  woman  is  liable  upon  a  promissory 
note,  although  she  is  only  an  accommodation 
guarantor  or  surety,  the  learned  trial  judge 
rightly  found  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
the  judgment  is  affirmed,  with  costs. 

It  may  be  well  to  repeat  the  caution  of 
our  opinion  in  Thompson  v.  Taylor  that  we 
do  not  decide  that  the  same  rule  would 
apply  if  the  parties  resorted  to  another 
jurisdiction,  or  agreed  to  be  bound  by  for- 
eign law  as  a  mere  device  to  escape  the 
provision  of  the  New  Jersey  statute. 

For  affirmance — The  Chancellor,  Chief 
Justice,  Garrison,  Swayze,  Reed,  Trench- 
ard,  Parker,  Bergen,  Voorhces,  Minturn, 
Bogert,  Vredcnburgh,  Vroom,  Gray,  Dill, 
J  J.— 15. 

For  reversal — None. 


nothing  can  be  found  in  any  adjudication 
or  text-book  to  support  such  a  conclusion. 
It  is  a  solecism  to  speak  of  that  transaction 
as  a  contract  which  cannot  be  a  contract 
because  of  the  inability  of  the  persons  to 
make  it  such.  When  the  authorities  which 
declare  that  the  obligation,  interpretation, 
nature,  and  validity  of  a  contract  made 
in  one  place,  which  is  to  be  performed 
in  another,  are  to  be  determined  by  the 
law  of  the  place'  of  performance,  are  ex- 
amined, it  will  be  found  that  the  term 
'validity'  refers  to  the  conditions  of  the 
contract,  and  the  extent  and  nature  of 
its  obligation,  as  to  which  the  agreement 
will  be  upheld  or  defeated  according  to 
the  sanctions  or  the  prohibitions  of  the 
law  of  the  place  where  the  parties  have 
located  the  transaction."  It  was  accord- 
ingly held  in  this  case  that  the  capacity 
of  a  nephew  and  niece  of  the  half  blood 
to  enter  into  an  engagement  to  marry  was 
to  be  determined  by  the  law  of  Alabama, 
where  the  contract  was  made,  by  which 
such  a  marriage  would  be  incestuous  and 
absolutely  void,  and  by  which,  therefore, 
the  parties  had  no  capacity  to  enter  into 
an  agreement  to  contract  such  a  marriage, 
even  assuming  that  the  contract  to  marry 
was  to  be  performed  in  Now  York  and 
that  by  the  law  of  New  York  such  a 
marriage  would  not  be  void  or  voidable. 
The  court  was  also  of  the  opinion  that 
Alabama  was  the  place  of  performance  as 
well  as  the  making  of  the  contract,  since, 
though  they  contemplated  that  the  marriage 
should  be  performed  in  New  York,  they 
intended  to  live  in  Alabama;  and  further, 
that,  apart  from  any  other  consideration, 
it  would  be  contrary  to  the  public  policy 
of  the  forum  to  enforce  such  an  agreement. 
Notwithstanding  these  alternative  grounds 
for  the  decision,  however,  the  case  is  val- 
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uablc  on  the  subject  under  annotation,  be- 
cause the  court  recognizes  the  vital  point 
that  the  principle  which  refers  contracts 
to  the  law  of  the  place  of  performance,  in 
conformity  to  the  presumed  intention  of 
the  parties,  does  not  apply  to  all  of  the  ele- 
ments of  the  contract,  and,  specifically,  docs 
not  apply  to  the  formal  validity  of  the 
contract  or  to  the  capacity  of  the  par- 
tics  thereto.  It  will  be  *observed  that 
the  court  in  this  case  holds  that  the 
law  of  the  place  where  the  contract  is 
made  governs  as  to  the  capacity,  even  if, 
according  to  that  law,  the  parties  are  in-  * 
capable,  and  according  to  the  law  of  the 
place  where  the  contract  is  to  be  per- 
formed, they  would  be  capable.  It  is  clear, 
therefore,  that  the  court  rejects  altogether 
the  intention  of  the  parties  as  the  cri- 
terion of  the  governing  law  jn  respect  of 
capacity  to  contract. 

The  'doctrine  of  the  last  case  is  sup- 
ported, and  the  doctrine  of  Mateb  v.  RocnE 
opposed,  upon  the  question  of  governing 
law  as  to  capacity  to  contract,  by  Voigt  v. 
Brown,  42  Hun,  394,  holding  that  the  law 
of  New  York  governed  as  to  the  capacity 
of  a  married  woman  to  become  a  party  to 
an  accommodation  note  for  her  husband,  it 
being  found  that  the  note  was  first  delivered 
in  New  Y'ork,  although  signed  in  Connec- 
ticut, notwithstanding  that  the  note  by  its 
terms  was  payable  in  Connecticut  to  the 
order  of  a  firm  of  which  her  husband  was 
a  partner,  and  that  by  the  law  of  Connec- 
ticut she  would  not  be  atithorized  to  make 
such  a  contract.  The  court  said:  "We  do 
not  see  how  the  place  of  performance  in 
arty  way  affects  the  capacity  to  contract. 
The  law  of  the  place  of  performance  does 
not  forbid  her  to  perform  and,  even  if  it 
did,  that  might  not  affect  her  capacity. 
Certainly  when  the  law  of  this  rtate  says 


'Digitized  by 


Google 


180». 


MAY£B  V.  KOCHE. 


769 


that  »  married  woman  may  make  a  con- 
tract, neither  her  privilege  to  contract  nor 
the  rights  of  thoee  with  whom  she  con- 
tracts are  to  be  taken  away  hy  the  law  of 
another  state."  The  decision  upon  the  facts 
in  this  case  might  be  reconciled  with  the 
theory  that  the  intention  of  the  parties 
is  the  criterion  even  with  respect  to  capac- 
ity, and  therefore  with  Mates  t.  Roche, 
since  in  ihia  case  the  law  of  the  place  where 
the  contract  was  made,  which  was  applied, 
rendered  the  married  woman  capable  of 
making  the  contract,  and  therefore,  if  the 
eourt  had  accepted  the  intention  as  the 
criterion,  it  might  have  indulged  the  pre- 
sumption that  she  intended  to  contract  with 
reference  to  that  law  rather  than  to  the 
law  of  the  place  of  performance,  by  which 
she  would  be  incapable.  As  shown,  how- 
ever, the  opinion  clearly  refers  the  result 
to  the  Uai  loot  contractus  as  such,  and  by 
eleax  implication  altogether  excludes  the 
intention  of  the  parties  as  the  criterion. 

In  United  States  v.  Garlinghouse,  4  Ben. 
104,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  16,189,  the  married  wo- 
man's contract  was  both  made  and  perform- 
able  in  New  York,  but  the  doctrine  that  the 
lex  loci  contractus  governs  was  laid  down, 
and  the  court  expressly  said  that  the  ques- 
tion of  capacity  depended  upon  the  law  of 
the  place  where  the  contract  was  made 
rather  than  upon  the  law  of  the  place  where 
it  is  by  its  terms  to  be  performed,  and  fur- 
ther remarked  that,  in  most  of  the  cases 
that  favor  the  lea  loci  tolvtionia,  the  obli- 
gation or  legal  effect  of  the  engagement 
rather  than  the  capacity  of  the  parties  was 
in  controversy. 

Again,  in  Pickering  v.  Fisk,  6  Vt.  102, 
the  court  said  that  'the  capacity  or  legal 
competency  of  the  parties  to  contract  is 
{governed  by  the  law  of  the  place  where  the 
contract  is  made.  To  this  there  may  be  an 
exception  in  the  case  of  two  citizens  of  the 
same  community  who  may  be  transiently  in 
a  foreign  eountry,  contracting  there  witli 
each  other,  and  seeking  to  enforce  the  con- 
tract in  their  domestic  courts."  The 
court  refers  to  Thompson  v.  Ketcham, 
4  Johns.  285,  and  states  that  the  de- 
cision was  afterwards  overruled  in  8  Johns. 
189,  6  Am.  Dec.  332,  and  adds  again: 
"It  is  difficult  to  perceive  how  the  competen- 
cy of  a  party  to  enter  into  a  contract  can 
be  made  to  depend  upon  the  particular  place 
where  it  is  to  be  performed.  Although  the 
question  of  contractual  capacity  was  not  in- 
volved in  this  case,  the  opinion  is  especially 
valuable  for  the  reason  that  it  recognizes 
the  distinctions  between  the  various  parts 
and  elements  of  the  contract,  and  refers  the 
capacity  and  formal  validity  to  the  lex  loci 
contractus,  and  interpretation,  require 
ments,  and  elTect  of  the  contract,  as  well 
as  the  time,  mode,  and  manner  uf  perform- 
ance,  and  its  validity  so  far  as  the  validity 
depends  upon  the  legality  of  performance, 
to  the  lea  loci  solutionis.  It  may  be  noted 
in  this  connection,  however,  that  the  rever- 
aal  in  8  Johns.  189,  S  Am.  Dec.  332,  of  the 
dceiaion  in  Thompson  v.  Ketcham,  4  Johns. 
28S  (referred  to  in  the  last  case),  can 
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hardly  be  said  to  detract  from  the  effect  of 
the  first  decision  as  authority  for  referring 
the  question  of  capacity  to  the  law  of  the 
place  of  performance,  since  the  reversal  was 
for  error  in  the  admission  of  parol  testimony 
to  show  that  the  note  whicn  was  made  in 
Jamaica  was  payable  in  New  York;  and 
Kent,  Ch.  J.,  who  wrote  the  opinion  upon 
the  second  appeal,  seems  to  have  assumed 
that  the  law  of  New  York  would  have  gov- 
erned if  the  note  had  been  made  expressly 
payable  there,  for  be  said:  "The  lea  loci  is 
to  govern  imless  the  parties  had  in  view  a 
different  place  by  the  terms  of  the  contract." 
In  that  case,  however,  the  defense  was  in- 
fancy, and  it  would  seem  that  there  might 
very  well  be  a  distinction  between  the  de- 
fense of  coverture  and  the  defense  of  infancy, 
as  bearing  on  the  governing  law,  since  cover- 
ture, if  it  affects  the  contract  at  all,  ordi- 
narily renders  it  void,  so  that  in  effect  no 
contractual  relation  at  all  is  created,  where- 
as an  infant's  contract  is  at  most  only  void- 
able, and  not  void.  The  defense  of  infancy, 
tliercfore,  seems  to  relate  to  the  question  of 
the  obligation  or  essential  validity  of  a  con- 
tract assumed  to  have  a  legal  existence,  rath- 
er than  to  the  preliminary  question  whether 
any  contract  has  in  a  legal  sense  been  brought 
into  existence.  This,  however,  is  only  re- 
ferred to  incidentally,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  attention  to  the  possibility  of  a 
distinction,  and  the  question  as  to  the  gov- 
erning law  as  to  infancy  is  not  intended  to 
be  covered  herein. 

The  doctrine  of  Mayeb  v.  Boohe  is  also 
directly  opposed  by  Hsger  v.  National  Ger- 
man American  Bank,  105  Ga.  116,  31  S.  E. 
141,  holding  that  a  married  woman  who  exc- 
cutod  a  note  at  her  place  of  residence,  in 
Tennessee,  by  the  law  of  which  she  was  in- 
capable of  contracting,  could  not  be  held  lia- 
ble thereon,  even  if  it  were  to  be  assumed 
that  by  the  law  of  Minnesota,  where  the  note 
was  expressly  made  payable,  she  would  be 
capable.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  being  no 
proof  of  the  law  of  Minnesota,  it  was  pre- 
sumed that  the  common  law,  by  which  she 
would  be  incapable,  also  prevailed  in  that 
state.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  the  decision 
would  have  been  the  same  even  if  it  had 
been  proved  that  the  disability  of  coverture 
had  been  removed  by  statute  in  that  state. 
The  court  said :  "If  a  person  having  capaci- 
ty to  contract  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
of  his  domicil  there  executes  a  contract  to 
be  performed  elsewhere,  its  validity  and  ef- 
fect would  generally  be  governed  by  the 
laws  of  the  place  where  the  contract  was  to 
be  performed.  We  do  not  think,  however, 
that  the  laws  of  the  place  of  performance  of 
a  contract  can  be  called  to  the  aid  of  a  per- 
son who  is  seeking  to  enforce  as  a  contract 
something  which  is  absolutely  void  at  the 
place  where  it  was  executed.  If  the  instru- 
ment was  void  as  a  contract  in  Tennessee, 
it  is  void  everywhere." 

In  Union  Nat.  Bank  t.  Chapman,  169  N. 
Y.  538.  57  L.R-A.  613,  88  Am.  St.  Rep.  614, 
62  N.  E.  672,  the  law  of  Alabama,  by  which 
a  married  woman  is  incapable  of  becoming  a 
surety  for  her  husband,  was  applied  to  a 
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note  which  she  signed  as  such  snrety  and 
delivered  to  the  payee  in  that  state,  al- 
though, as  against  the  other  makers,  the 
note  had  no  inception  until  its  negotiatimi 
in  Illinois,  where  by  its  terms  it  was  pay- 
able and  by  the  law  of  which  she  would  have 
been  bound.  The  decision  is  upon  the 
ground  that  the  contract  of  the  surety  was 
completed  as  soon  as  her  signature  was  af- 
fixed and  the  instrument  delivered  to  the 
payee,  she  not  having  authorized  it  to  be 
discounted  in  Illinois,  or  known  that  it 
was  the  intention  to  negotiate  it  there,  and 
it  not  appearing  that  she  clearly  understood 
and  intended  that  her  contract  should  be 
governed  by  the  law  of  Illinois.  The  correct- 
ness of  this  decision,  so  far  as  it  holds  that 
her  contract  was  to  be  deemed  to  have  been 
made  in  Alabama,  where  the  instrument 
was  signed  by  her  and  delivered  to  the  pay- 
ee, rather  than  by  the  law  of  Illinois,  where 
it  had  its  inception  as  a  binding  obligation, 
may,  perhaps,  be  doubted,  but  that  question 
is,  of  course,  not  within  the  scope  of  this 
note.  It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  the 
court  applied  the  law.  of  the  state  in  which 
it  held  that  her  contract  was  made,  as 
against  the  law  of  the  place  where  the  con- 
tract was  by  its  terms  perforroable,  notwith- 
standing that  the  former  law  rendered  the 
contract  void,  whereas  by  the  latter  it  would 
have  been  valid.  The  opinion,  however,  as 
already  indicated,  does  apparently  recognize 
that  the  result  might  have  been  otherwise  if 
it  could  be  fairly  said  that  she  intended  her 
contract  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  Il- 
linois; but  apparently  the  real  significance 
of  the  intention,  in  the  mind  of  the  court, 
was  in  its  bearing  on  the  question  as  to  the 
place  where  her  contract  was  to  be  deemed  to 
have  been  made,  the  idea  apparently  being 
that  her  contract  would  be  regarded  as 
made  in  Illinois  if  she  had  known  that  the 
paper  was  to  be  discounted  there.  The  opin- 
ion expressly  refers  the  decision  to  the 
fijTst  rule  of  the  Scudder  Case,  namely,  that 
"all  matters  bearing  upon  the  execution,  the 
interpretation,  and  the  validity  of  contracts, 
including  the  capacity  of  the  parties  to  con- 
tract, are  determined  by  the  law  of  the 
place  where  the  contract  is  made." 

In  Taylor  v.  Sharp,  108  N.  C.  377,  13  S. 
E.  138,  the  court  applied  the  law  of  New 
York,  by  which  the  married  woman  was  ca- 
pable of  contracting,  to  a  note  made  in  that 
state,  without  making  any  reference  to  the 
law  of  Maryland  on  the  point,  although  the 
note  was  payable  in  that  state.  It  does  not 
appear  from  the  opinion,  however,  whether 
she  would  have  been  capable  by  the  law  of 
Maryland  or  not,  so  that  it  is  not  clear  that 
the  court  had  in  mind  the  case  of  a  conflict 
between  the  lea  looi  oontraotu$  and  lea  loci 
solutionis. 

In  First  Nat.  Bank  y.  Shaw,  100  Tenn. 
237,  69  L.R.A.  498,  07  Am.  St.  Rep.  840, 
70  S.  W.  807,  where  a  note  was  signed  by 
a  married  woman  in  Tennessee,  payable  in 
Ohio,  the  court  said  the  first  question  to  be 
determined  was  whether,  upon  the  facts 
found,  it  was  a  Tennessee  or  an  Ohio  con- 
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tract,  and  held  that  it  was  an  Ohio  contract, 
apparently  because,  though  signed  in  Ten- 
nessee, it  was  delivered  in  Ohio  and  had  its 
inception  in  that  state  *a  m  contract.  If 
the  fact  that  the  note  waa  made  payable 
in  Ohio,  by  the  law  of  which  the  married 
woman  waa  capable,  would  control  as  to  the 
substantive  rights  of  the  parties,  it  would 
obviously  have  been  unnecessary  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  contract  was  to  be  deemed 
to  have  been  made  in  Tennessee  or  in  Ohio.  A» 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  court  in  this  instance 
held  that,  notwithstanding  that  the  contract 
was  properly  governed  by  the  law  of  Ohio, 
by  which  it  was  valid,  it  would  be  contrary 
to  the  public  policy  of  Tennessee  to  enforce 
the  same  in  its  courts,  the  defendant  being 
domiciled  in  Tennessee.  (The  question 
whether  it  is  contrary  to  the  public  policy  of 
the  forum  to  enforce  a  contract  of  a  mar- 
ried woman,  valid  by  the  law  properly  gov- 
emiK  it,  if  it  would  be  contrary  to  the 
law  of  the  forum,  as  well  as  the  question  of 
the  governing  law  as  to  the  remedy  in  re- 
spect to  such  contracts,  is  treated  in  the 
note  to  67  L.R.A.  617,  et  seq.,  and  some  ad- 
ditional cases  are  collected  in  the  note  to 
International  Harvester  Co.  v.  McAdam, 
post,  774.) 

In  F.  B.  Hanck  Clothing  Co.  ▼.  Sharpe, 
83  Mo.  App.  385,  the  law  of  Missouri,  by 
which  a  married  woman  was  capable  of  con- 
tracting, was  applied  to  a  note  made  in  that 
state  notwithstanding  that  it  was  payable 
in  Indiana,  by  the  law  of  which  she  was  in- 
capable. The  opinion,  however,  seems  to  ad- 
mit the  possibility  that  the  intention  of  the 
parties  as  to  the  governing  law  may  con- 
trol even  with  respect  to  capacity,  for  it 
says:  'The  law  of  the  place  of  perform- 
ance does  not  in  any  way  affect  the  capaci- 
ty of  a  married  woman  to  contract  in  • 
state  which  authorized  her  to  make  the  con- 
tract, unless  made  with  Reference  to  real 
estate  situated  in  the  state  of  performance^ 
or  it  is  apparent  from  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract that  the  parties  intended  to  incorpo- 
rate the  laws  of  the  state  of  performance 
in  the  contract."  The  result  also  can  be 
reconciled  with  the  doctrine  that  accepts 
the  intention  of  the  parties  as  a  criterion, 
since  the  contract  was  valid  by  the  lexi  loci 
contractus,  but  invalid  by  the  lex  looi  solu- 
tionis, and  the  court  remarked  that  the  law 
presumed  that,  when  the  defendant  signed 
the  note,  she  did  so  in  good  faith  intend- 
ing to  be  bound  by  it. 

In  Phoenix  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Simons,  52 
Mo.  App.  357,  the  decision  applying  the  law 
of  Kansas,  by  which  the  married  woman 
was  capable,  rather  than  the  law  of  Mis- 
souri, by  which  at  the  time  of  the  contract 
she  would  have  been  incapable,  was  express- 
ly put  upon  the  ground  that  the  contract 
was  in  a  legal  sense  made  in  Kansas,  it  hav- 
ing been  delivered  there  though  signed  in 
Missouri,  notwithatanding  there  was  an  ex- 
press stipulation  in  the  contract  that  it 
should  be  governed  and  construed  by  the 
law  of  Kansas.  If  intention  be  the  crite- 
rion, the  inquiry  in  this  case  as  to  where 
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the  contract  was  made  was  entirely  unneces- 
sary, in  Tiew  of  the  express  stipulation 
referring  the  contract  to  the  law  of  Kansas. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  the  exact  bear- 
ing on  the  question  under  discussion  of  the 
case  of  Garrigue  ▼.  Kellar,  164  Ind.  67G,  09 
L.R.A.  870.  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  324,  74  N. 
£.  623.  In  that  case  the  law  of  Illinois,  up- 
holding the  capacity  of  a  married  woman 
to  contract  as  surety,  was  applied  to  a  note 
made  in  that  state  by  a  woman  domiciled 
there,  notwithstanding  that  by  the  law  of 
Indiana,  where  the  note  was  payable,  she 
was  not  capable  of  making  such  a  contract. 
There  are  some  indications  that  the  result 
is  to  be  referred  to  the  rule  that  the  ques- 
tion of  capacity  in  any  event  would  be  gov- 
erned by  the  law  of  the  place  where  it  was 
made,  and  others  that  the  intention  of  the 
parties  is  the  ultimate  criterion.  The  opin- 
ion, without  apparently  recognizing  any 
inconnistency  between  the  two  forms  of 
statement  or  any  necessity  of  reconciling 
them,  states  the  first  rule  of  the  Scudder 
Case  already  referred  to,  and  also  declares 
generally  that  a  contract  must  be  construed 
and  its  validity  determined  under  the  laws 
of  the  state  where  it  was  executed,  unless  it 
can  be  fairly  said  that  the  parties,  at  the 
time  of  its  execution,  clearly  manifested  an 
intention  that  it  should  be  governed  by  the 
laws  of  another  state.  It  is  obvious'  that 
both  principles  lead  to  the  same  result  un- 
der the  circumstances  of  this  case,  and  it 
is  difficult  to  say  what  the  result  would  have 
been  if  the  circumstances  had  been  reversed, 
and  the  contract  had  been  invalid  by  the  law 
of  Illinois,  where  it  was  made,  and  valid  by 
the  law  of  the  place  where  it  was  payable. 

That  ordinarily  the  capacity  of  a  married 
woman  is  to  be  determined  by  the  law  of 
the  place  where  her  contract  was  deemed  to 
have  been  made,  rather  than  by  the  law  of 
the  place  of  performance,  seems  to  be  as- 
sumed both  in  Freeman's  Appeal,  68  Conn. 
633,  37  L.R.A.  462,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  112,  37 
Atl.  420,  and  in  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Mitchell, 
34  C.  a  A.  642,  92  Fed.  665,  though  they 
reached  contrary  results  on  the  same  state 
of  facts.  In  those  cases  it  appeared  that 
a  guaranty  signed  by  a  married  woman  in 
Connecticut,  by  the  law  of  which  she  was  in- 
capable of  executing  it,  was  delivered  in 
Connecticut  to  her  husband,  and  through 
his  agency  was  delivered  to  the  other  party 
in  Illinois.  It  was  assumed  or  found  in 
both  cases  that  the  contract  was  made  in 
Illinois,  where  it  was  delivered  to  the  other 
party;  but  the  state  court  was  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  contract  was  invalid,  because 
the  agency  of  the  husband  to  deliver  it  was 
attempted  to  be  created  in  Connecticut  and 
that,  by  the  law  of  that  state,  the  wife  had 
no  capacity  to  create  such  an  agency.  The 
Federal  circuit  court' took  a  contrary  posi- 
tion, holding  that  the  law  of  Illinois,  ^ere 
the  contract  was  made,  i.  e.  was  delivered, 
governed  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  person- 
ally delivered  by  her  in  that  state.  (Though 
not  material  for  the  purposes  of  this  dis- 
cussion, it  may  be  remarked  that  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Federal  court  was  reversed  in 
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180  U.  S.  471,  45  L.  ed.  627,  21  Sup.  Ct 
Rep.  418,  on  the  ground  that  the  decision 
of  the  state  court  was  re*  judicata.  The 
Supreme  Court,  however,  was  not  called  up- 
on to  pass  upon  the  question  as  to  the  gov- 
erning law,  as  an  independent  question.) 
The  bearing  of  these  cases  on  the  question 
of  the  conflict  between  the  lea  domicilii  and 
lew  loci  contractus  is  shown  in  the  note  in 
67  L.R.A.  613,  and  they  are  cited  here  mere- 
ly because  of  the  apparent  assumption  by 
both  courts  that,  apart  from  the  question  of 
the  creation  of  the  agency,  the  capacity 
would  depend  upon  the  law  of  the  place 
where  the  contract  was  made,  and  not  on  the 
place  where  it  was  performable. 

When  the  case  oi  Wood  t.  Wheeler  was 
first  before  the  North  Carolina  supreme 
court  (106  N.  C.  612,  11  8.  E.  690),  a  note 
executed  by  a  married  woman  was  held 
void,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  North 
Carolina,  upon  the  assumption  that  the 
note  was  executed  in  that  state;  but  when 
the  case  again  came  before  the  court  (111 
N.  C.  231,  16  S.  £.  418)  it  appeared  that 
the  note  was  executed  in  South  Carolina, 
and  it  was  held  valid,  in  accordance  with 
the  law  of  that  state.  It  will  thus  be  ob- 
served that  the  result  varied  with  the  find- 
ing as  to  the  place  where  the  contract  was 
made,  and  there  is  no  mention  of  the  law  of 
the  place  of  performance.  Still,  as  no  place 
of  payment  was  expressly  named,  the  place 
of  payment  would  be  presumably  determined 
by  the  place  where  the  contract  was  made, 
BO  that,  upon  either  assumption  as  to  the 
place  where  the  contract  was  made,  there 
would  perhaps  be  no  conflict  between  the 
lexi  loci  contractus  and  lea  loci  solutionis. 
(Although  the  point  is  not  within  the  scope 
of  this  note,  it  may  be  observed,  by  way  of 
explanation  of  the  result  in  this  case,  thkt 
the  married  woman  was  domiciled  in  South 
Carolina,  and  therefore  did  not  come  with- 
in the  doctrine  of  the  other  North  Caro- 
lina cases,  referred  to  in  the  note  in  67 
L.R.A.  518,  refusing,  on  the  ground  of  pub- 
lic policy,  to  enforce  such  a  contract  against 
a  married  woman  domiciled  in  North  Caro- 
lina, even  though  valid  by  the  law  of  the 
place  where  it  was  made.) 

In  Huey's  Appeal,  1  Grant,  Cas;  61,  in- 
volving the  law  governing  defense  of  infan- 
cy the  court  said  that  the  general  rule 
is  that,  in  regard  to  questions  of  mi- 
nority or  majority,  or  incapacities  inci- 
dent to  coverture  and  other  personal 
qualities  and  disabilities,  the  law  of  the 
place  where  the  contract  is  made  or  the  act 
done  furnishes  the  rule.  The  contract  In- 
volved in  this  case  was  in  the  form  of  a  deed 
of  land  by  one  who  had  nothing  but  a  right 
as  to  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale, 
and  the  deed  was  held  to  amount  to  an  equi- 
table assignment  of  her  interest  in  the  pro- 
ceeds. The  contract  being  made  in  Ohio, 
the  law  of  Ohio  making  females  of  full 
age  when  they  arrive  at  eighteen  was  ap- 
plied, not  withstanding  that  the  contract 
related  to  personal  property  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  so  must  be  regarded  as  perform- 
able there. 
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The  question  considered  in  the  well-known 
case  of  Poison  v.  Stewart,  167  Mass.  211, 
36  L.R.A.  771,  57  Am.  St.  Rep.  462,  45  N. 
E.°  737 — a  question  not  within  the  scope  of 
this  note, — was  as  to  the  respective  limits  of 
the  principles  in  relation  to  the  governing 
law  of  personal  contracts  and  the  principle 
that  the  lex  ret  Htce  governs  with  respect 
to  real  property,  it  there  appearing  that  a 
man  and  wife  domiciled  in  North  Carolina 
had  entered  into  a  covenant  in  that  state, 
whereby  the  husband  was  to  surrender  all 
his  marital  rights  in  certain  lands  in  Massa 
chusetts  to  his  wife.  The  court,  having 
held  that  the  law  of  Massachusetts,  as  the 
lea  rei  sitae,  did  not  govern  the  covenant  as 
an  executory  contract  held  that  the  compe- 
tency of  the  wife  to  receive  the  covenant 
was  governed  by  the  law  of  North  Carolina, 
where  she  was  domiciled  and  where  the  con- 
tract was  executed,  and  not  by  the  law  of 
Massachusetts  while  there  was  no  ex- 
press discussion  of  the  question  whether  the 
lea  loot  contractu^  or  lex  loci  aolutionie  gov- 
erns as  to  capacity,  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  covenant,  even  treating  it  as  a  personal 
covenant  subject  to  the  principles  applicable 
to  personal  contracts,  was  performable  in 
Massachusetts,  and  yet,  as  has  already  been 
seen,  the  question  of  capacity  was  referred  to 
the  law  of  the  place  where  the  contract 
was  made.  It  is  conceded  in  this  case,  as  al- 
ready suggested,  that  the  question  of  capaci- 
ty to  do  the  act  essential  to  perform  the 
covenant  would  be  governed  by  the  law  of 
Massachusetts. 

So,  Baer  Bros.  v.  Terry,  105  La.  479,  29 
So.  886,  declared  that  capacity  of  a  mar- 
ried woman  to  become  obligated  on  promis- 
sory notes  is  tested  by  the  law  of  the  domi- 
cil,  and  not  by  the  law  of  the  place  where 
the  notes  are  payable.  While  this  declara- 
tion is  opposed  to  the  trend  of  authority  in 
this  country,  outside  of  Louisiana,  so  far  as 
it  implies  that  the  lex  domicilii  would  pre- 
vail over  the  lea  looi  contractus, — in  this 
case,  however,  they  were  the  same, — ^it  will 
be  observed  that  it  excludes  the  lex  loci  so- 
lutionis. The  application  of  the  lea  domi- 
eilii,  however,  operated  to  uphold  the  note 
in  this  instance,  so  that  the  result  on  its 
facts  is  not  necessarily  inconsistent  with  the 
principle  which  admits  the  intention  of  the 
parties  as  the  criterion.  This  position  was 
adhered  to  in  a  subsequent  case  growing  out 
of  the  same  transaction  between  the  same 
parties.  ( 108  La.  697,  92  Am.  St.  Rep.  304, 
32  So.  353.) 

The  question  of  the  governing  law  in  re- 
lation to  the  capacity  to  marry  is  treated 
in  notes  in  67  L.'R.A.  181,  and  11  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  1082,  and  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  800,  and 
that  question  is  not  within  the  scope  of  the 
present  note.  It  will  be  observed,  however, 
that,  with  certain  exceptions  based  on  the 
public  policy  of  th<>  forum,  the  capacity  to 
marry  is  referred  either  to  the  /eo;  aomtoiKt, 
as  in  England,  or  to  the  lex  loci  contractus, 
as  in  the  majority  of  cases  in  this  country, 
and  the  presumed  intention  of  the  par- 
ties is  not  accepted  as  the  criterion  of  the 
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governing  law.  As  marriage  is  in  law  a  eon- 
tract,  these  cases  seem  to  lend  their  support 
to  the  position  that  the  governing  law  as  to 
capacity  to  contract  is  to  be  determined  by 
a  fixed  rule  (which  calls  either  for  the  lea 
domicilii  or  lex  loci  contractus) ,  not  depojd- 
ent  upon  the  intention  of  the  parties. 

In  the  following  cases,  involving  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  married  woman  to  make  a  per- 
sonal contract,  the  contract  was  either  made 
and  performable  in  the  same  place,  or  at 
least  it  did  not  appear  that  there  was  any 
conflict  between  the  lea  loci  contractus  and 
lea  loci  solutionis,  the  conflict  being  between 
the  lex  loci  contractus  on  one  side  and  the 
lex  domicilii  or  lex  fori  on  the  other.  As 
these  cases,  however,  describe  the  governing 
law  so  far  as  the  substantive  rights  of  the 
parties  are  concerned  (aside  from  any  ques- 
tion of  public  policy  of  the  forum)  in  terms 
of  the  law  of  the  place  where  the  contract  is 
made,  without  referring  to  the  intention  of 
the  parties,  they  carry,  perhaps,  by  their 
cumulative  efl'ect,  some  implication  in  favor 
of  the  lex  loci  contractus  as  against  the  lea 
looi  solutionis,  in  case  of  a  conflict  between 
the  two,  although  they  cannot,  of  course,  be 
regarded  as  full  authority  on  the  point. 
Bowles  V.  Field,  78  Fed.  742,  83  Fed.  886; 
Connecticut  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Weatervelt^ 
62  Conn.  692;  Nixon  v.  Halley,  78  111.  611; 
Burchard  v.  Dunbar,  82  111.  450,  25  Am. 
Rep.  334;  Nichols  &  S.  Co.  v.  Marshall,  108 
Iowa,  618,  79  N.  W.  282;  Robinson  ▼.  Peabe, 
28  Ind.  App.  610,  63  N.  E.  470;  Gibson  v. 
Sublett,  82  Ky.  596;  Bell  v.  Packard,  69  Me. 
105,  31  Am.  Rep.  251;  Bond  v.  Cummings, 
70  Me.  125;  Milliken  v.  Pratt,  126  Mass. 
374,  28  Am.  Rep.  241;  Hill  v.  Chase,  143 
Mass.  129,  9  N.  B.  30;  Ruhe  t.  Buck,  124 
Mo.  178,  26  L.R.A.  178,  46  Am.  St.  Rep.  439, 
27  S.  W.  412 ;  Bradley  v.  Johnson,  46  N.  J. 
L.  271 ;  Thompson  v.  Taylor,  66  N.  J.  L.  263, 
64  LJI.A.  586,  88  Am.  St.  Rep.  486,  49 
Atl.  644;  Armstrong  v.  Best,  112  N.  C.  69, 
26  L.KA.  188,  34  Am.  St.  Rep.  <173,  17  S.  E. 
14;  Evans  ▼.  Cleary,  125  Pa.  204,  11  Am. 
St.  Rep.  886,  17  Atl.  440;  Case  v.  Dodge,  18 
R.  I.  661,  29  Atl.  785;  Pearl  v.  Hajisbor- 
ough,  9  Humph.  433;  Merrielles  v.  State 
Bank,  6  Tex.  Civ;  App.  483,  24  S.  W.  564; 
Holmes  v.  Reynolds,  55  Vt.  39;  Wick  ▼. 
Dawson,  42  W.  Va.  43,  24  S.  E.  687.  The 
statement  in  the  headnote  of  the  last  case, 
intimating  that  the  lex  loci  solutionis  might 
govern,  does  not  appear  in  the  opinion  it- 
self. 

In  some  instances  even  such  an  intima- 
tion as  may  be  gathered  from  the  terms  in 
which  the  governing  law  is  described  is  lack- 
ing, and  the  decision  is  simply  referred,  as 
in  Young  v.  Hart,  101  Va.  480,  44  6.  E. 
703,  to  the  general  proposition  that  the 
contract  of  «  married  woman  valid  where 
made  and  to  be  performed  is  valid  every- 
where, subject  to  the  public  policy  of  the 
forum;  or  the  governing  law  is  described  by 
the  name  of  uie  state  which  was  in  fact 
both  the  locus  contractus  and  locus  solu' 
tionis.  See  Young  v.  Bullen,  19  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
1661,  43  S.  E.  687;  Law  v.  Smith,  68  N.  J. 
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Eq.  81,  69  Atl.  327;  Benton  t.  German- 
American  Nat.  Bank,  46  Neb.  850,  64  N.  W. 
227 ;  Adams  ▼.  HonnesB,  62  Barb.  326. 

Upon  the  other  hand,  there  are  some 
casea  involving  the  capacity  of  a  married 
woman  to  contract,  but  not  involving  any 
actual  conflict  between  the  lea  loci  contract- 
iM  and  lex  loci  solutionis,  which  contain 
general  statements  implying  that  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  is  the  criterion,  or  that 
the  lew  loci  solutionis  is  the  governing  law. 
See  Griswold  v.  Golding,  8  Ky.  L.  Kep.  777, 
3  S.  W.  635 ;  Bank  of  Louisiana  v.  Williams, 
46  Miss.  618,  12  Am.  Rep.  319;  Partee  v. 
Silliman,44  Miss.  272;  Shacklett  v.  Folk,  61 
Miss.  378;  and  International  Harvester  Co. 
V.  Mi,Adam,  post,  774. 

And  in  Dalton  t.  Murphy,  30  Miss.  69, 
a  deed  of  trust  executed  by  a  married  wo- 
man in  Alabama,  of  slaves  who  at  the  time 
were  in  Mississippi,  was  held  invalid,  be- 
cause not  executed  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  law  of  the  latter  state  with 
reference  to  the  execution  of  contracts  by 
married  women,  the  decision  apparently  be- 
ing on  the  ground  that  Mississippi  was  the 
place  of  performance,  or  the  situs  of  the 
property. 

The  annotator,  however,  has  been  unable 
to  And  any  case,  other  than  Mater  v. 
RooHE,  in  which  the  law  of  the  place  of 
performance  as  such  has  been  held,  in  con- 
formity with  the  presumed  intention  of  the 
parties,  to  govern  as  to  the  capacity  of  a 
married  woman  to  enter  into  a  personal 
contract,  where  that  law  differed  from  that 
of  the  place  where  the  contract  was  made. 

In  Baum  v.  Birchall,  160  Fa.  164,  30 
Am.  St.  Rep.  797,  24  Atl.  620,  involving  the 
capacity  of  a  married  woman  to  execute  a 
bond  secured  by  a  mortgage  on  land  in 
Delaware,  the  court  said  that,  if  it  were 
to  be  conceded  that  the  bond  and  mortgage 
were  executed  in  Pennsylvania,  yet  it  ap- 
pears on  their  face  that  they  were  to  be  per- 
formed in  Delaware,  where  the  land  was 
located,  and  the  general  rule  in  such  cases 
is  that  the  instrument  is  governed,  as  to  its 
nature,  obligation,  and  interpretation,  by 
the  laws  of  the  place  where  it  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  this  ease,  however,  it  was 
found  that  the  bond  was  delivered  in  Dela- 
ware, so  that  there  was  no  conflict  between 
the  lex  loci  contractus  and  lex  loci  solu- 
tionis, and  besides  the  court  w^s  of  the  opin- 
ion that  in  any  event  the  law  of  Delaware 
as  the  lex  rei  sites  would  govern. 

In  Robinson  y.  Queen,  87  Tenn.  445,  3 
L.R.A.  214,  10  Am.  St.  Rep.  690,  11  S.  W. 
38,  involving  the  capacity  of  a  married  wo- 
man, the  court  said  that  it  is  well  settled 
that  the  validity  of  a  contract,  the  obliga- 
tion thereof,  and  the  capacity  of  the  par- 
ties thereto,  is  to  be  determined  by  the  lex 
loci  contractus  (in  the  sense  of  the  place  of 
performance),  with  the  exception  as  to  the 
public  policy  of  the  forum;  but  in  this  case 
ftlso  the  contract  was  made  and  perform- 
able  ia  the  same  state,  so  that  there  was  no 
conflict  between  the  law  of  the  place  where 
it  was  made  and  that  of  the  pbiiee  wher«  it 
was  performable. 
26  L.RJL(N.S.) 


In  Dulin  v.  McCaw,  39  W.  Va.  721,  20  S. 
E.  681,  the  court  states  that,  where  there 
are  conflicting  laws  more  or  less  favorable 
respecting  capacity,  that  law  may  be  pre- 
ferred by  which  the  capacity  is  enlarged. 
Here  again,  however,  there  was  no  conflict 
between  the  lea  loci  contractus  and  teai  loot 
solutionis. 

While  there  are  almost  numberless  cases 
which  state,  with  slight  variations,-  Story's 
general  proposition  that,  where  the  con- 
tract is  either  expressly  or  tacitly  to  be 
performed  in  some  place  other  than  that 
where  it  is  made,  the  general  rule  is,  in  con- 
formity to  the  presumed  intention  of  the 
parties,  that  the  contract,  as  to  its  validity, 
nature,  obligation,  and  interpretation,  is  to 
be  governed  by  the  law  of  the  place  of  per- 
formance, none  of  them  can  be  regarded  as 
express  authority  for  the  application  of  that 
rule  to  the  question  of  the  capacity  of  a 
married  woman  to  contract.  Few  of  them 
can  be  relied  upon  for  the  application  of 
that  rule  to  any  question  relating  to  the 
existence  of  a  contract  as  distinguished 
from  its  interpretation  or  obligation  or  es- 
sential validii^. 

Such  an  application,  however,  was  made 
of  the  rule  in  Brown  v.  Gates,  120  Wis.  349, 
97  N.  W.  221,  98  N.  W.  205,  1  A.  k  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  86,  holding  that  the  validity  of  a  note, 
as  affected  by  the  fact  that  it  was  made  on 
Sunday,  was  to  be  determined  not  by  the 
law  of  the  place  where  the  note  waa  made 
and  delivered,  but  by  the  law  of  the  place 
where  it  was  payable,  notwithstanding  that 
by  that  law  the  note  was  rendered  void, 
whereas,  so  far  as  the  contrary  appears,  it 
would  not  have  been  void  by  the  law  of  the 
place  where  it  was  made.  The  court  al- 
luded to  the  fact  that  the  note  was  made 
payable  at  the  place  of  the  domieil  of  the 
payee  as  very  persuasive  evidence  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  parties  that  it  was  to  be  a 
contract  of  the  place  of  payment.  But  if 
the  intention  was  to  control,  it  would  seem- 
more  in  accordance  with  the  course  ordi- 
narily pursued  to  presuqie  that  the  parties 
intended  to  contract  with  reference  to  the 
law  of  the  place  which  would  uphold  the 
contract,  rather  than  one  which  would  ren- 
der it  invalid.  It  would  seem,  however,  that 
the  question  as  to  intention  ought  not  to 
have  affected  the  question  at  all,  and  that 
the  law  of  the  place  where  the  note  was 
made  and  delivered  ought  to  be  applied, 
without  any  reference  to  the  intention  of 
the  parties  of  the  governing  law  to  the  ques- 
tion whether  by  those  acts  they  created  a 
contract.  If  the  circumstances  had  been 
reversed,  and  the  contract  had  been  void 
by  the  law  of  the  place  where  it  was 
made,  but  valid  by  the  law  of  the  place 
where  it  was  payable,  there  would  be  an 
additional  reason  for  applying  the  law 
of  the  place  of  payment,  if  the  intention  of 
the  parties  is  to  be  consulted,  since  the  in- 
ference of  an  intention  to  be  governed  by  the 
law  of  the  place  of  payment,  would 
be  aided  in  such  case  by  the  presumption 
that  the  parties  intended  to  contract  with 
reference  to  a  law  that  would  uphold,  rath- 
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•r  than  with  reference  to  one  that  would 
invalidate,  the  contract  Yet  to  apply  the 
doctrine  of  this  case  to  such  a  situation 
would  be  to  invoke  the  law  of  the  place'  of 
performance  to  create  a  contract  out  of  a 
transaction  that  by  the  law  of  the  place 
where  it  took  place  had  no  effect  whatever 
to  create  any  contractual  relation  between 
the  parties  any  more  than  if  they  had  not 
taken  place  at  all.  There  is  no  intention 
to  cover  in  this  note  the  question  as  to  the 
governing  law  with  respect  to  any  matters 
other  than  the  capacity  of  a  married  woman 
to  cortruct;  but  this  case  has  been  referred 
to  a«  illustrating  what  seems  to  the  anno- 
tator  to  be  the  illoeical  results  of  applying 
the  general  principle  that  makes  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  the  criterion  of  the  gov- 
erning law  to  matters  that  go  to  the  very 
existence  of  the  contract  in  a  legal  sense. 

Conclusion. 

'  When  the  decisions  are  properly  limited, 
and  general  statements  are  considered  with 
reference  to  the  facts  actually  before  the 
courts,  the  weight  of  authority  seems  fairly 
to  establish  the  following  principles  as  to 
the  governing  law  in  respect  of  the  capacity 
of  married  women  to  contract: 

(1)  The  lea  loci  oontraetua  prevails  over 
ti>e  lew  domicilii  as  to  personal  contracts, 
or  contracts  in  relation  to  personal  property, 
though  the  contrary  is  held  in  England. 
(See  note  in  67  L.R.A.  513  et  seq.) 

(2)  The  lem  loci  contracttit  prevails  over 
the  law  of  the  place  where  the  property  hap- 
pens to  be  located,  as  to  contracts  in  rela- 
tion to  personal  property.  (See  note  in  57 
L.R.A.  523.) 

(3)  The  lea  rei  aitm  prevails  over  the  lev 
looi  contractus  as  to  contracts  in  relation 
to  real  property,  though  this  rule  is  subject 
to  some  exceptions,  especially  in  relation  to 
executory  contracts.  (See  note  in  57  L.R.A. 
624.) 

(4)  The  lex  loci  contractus  prevails  over 
the  lev  loci  solutionis  as  to  personal  eon- 
tracts,  or  contracts  in  relation  to  personal 
property,  irrespective  of  the  intention  of  the 
parties,  expressed  or  presumed.  As  above 
shown,  however,  there  is  a  conflict  on  this 
point,  and  the  contrary  is  supported  by 
Mates  v.  Roche.  If  the  premise  of  the 
argument  in  that  case  that  the  intention  of 
the  parties,  express  or  presumed,  is  the  cri- 
terion of  the  governing  law,  were  to  be  ac- 
cepted, its  conclusion  that  the  lex  loci  solu- 
tionis, in  accordance  with  the  presumed  in- 
tention of  the  parties,  should  be  held  to  be 
the  governing  law,  would  doubtless  be  sound, 
at  least  where,  as  in  that  case,  the  married 
woman  is  capable  by  the  lea  loci  solutionis, 
but  incapable  by  the  lea  loci  contractus. 
But  admitting  that  premise,  if  the  situation 
were  reversed,  she  being  capable  by  the  lex 
loci  contractus  and  incapable  by  the  lex  loci 
solutionis,  it  would  at  least  be  doubtful 
whether  the  lea  loci  contractus  ought  not 
to  be  held  the  governing  law,  upon  the  the- 
ory that  the  parties  are  presumed  to  con- 
tract with  reference  to  »  law  that  will  up- 
26  L.R.A.(X.S.) 


hold  the  contract,  rather  than  one  that 
would  invalidate  it.  Again,  admitting  the 
premise,  if,  as  is  occasionally  the  case,  the 
parties  undertake  by  the  express  terms  of 
their  contract  to  designate  the  governing 
law,  the  law  so  designated  would  govern  (in 
the  absence  of  any  objection  based  on  the 
public  policy  of  the  forum  to  its  applica- 
tion ) ,  whether  it  would  render  the  contract 
valid  or  invalid. 

(5)  All  of  the  foregoing  rules,  ezoept  pos- 
sibly the  third,  are,  of  course,  subject  to  a 
practical  exception,  if  the  courts  of  the 
forum  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be 
contrary  to  the  distinctive  policy  of  the 
forum  to  enforce  the  contract,  or  give  effect 
to  the  law  of  another  jurisdiction,  which, 
according  to  those  rules,  would  otherwise 
be  the  governing  law.  So,  the  rule  that  the 
law  of  the  forum  governs  as  to  the  remedy 
may  in  some  instances  prove  a  practical  ob- 
stacle to  the  effective  application  of  the  law 
of  another  jurisdiction  which  these  rules 
call  for.  (As  to  the  application  of  these  ex- 
ceptions to  the  question  of  the  capacity  of 
a  married  woman  to  contract,  see  note  in 
67  L.Rj^.  620,  and  supplementary  note  to 
International  Harvester  Co.  v.  McAdain, 
infia). 


WISOONSIX  SUPREME  COURT. 

INTERNATIONAL     HARVESTER     COM- 
PANY OF  AMERICA,  Appt., 

T. 

GERTRUDE    McADAM,    Impleaded,    etc., 
Respt. 

(—  Wis.  — ,  124  N.  W.  1042.) 

Conflict  of  laws  —  contract  —  place. 

1.  As  to  mere  personal  contracts,  their 
validity  and  interpretation  is  referable  to 
the  lea  looi  contractus,  unless  the  parties  in- 
tended they  should  be  governed  by  the  lex 
loci  solutionis,  or  that  of  some  other  place, 
the  real  place  of  the  contract  being  a  matter 
of  mutual  intention,  except  in  exceptional 


Headnotes  by  Vamwatt.,  j. 


Note.  —  Enforeement  of  peraonal  con- 
trae*  of  tnarrted  woman  capable  of 
eontraating  according  to  the  law  of 
another  state  or  country  where  the 
contract  was  made. 

The  question  whether  the  capacity  of  a 
marriea  woman  to  enter  into  a  personal  con- 
tract ia  governed  by  the  law  of  the  place 
where  the  contract  was  made  or  where  it  is 
performable  is  discussed  in  the  note  to  May- 
er V.  Roche,  ante,  763.  That  note,  however, 
did  not  deal  with  the  conflict  between  the 
lea  loci  contractus  or  lea  lod  solutionis  and 
the  lea  fori.  Assuming  that  a  married 
woman  is  capable  of  contracting  according 
to  the  law  of  the  place  where  the  contract  is 
made,— or,  if  the  lea  loci  solutionis  is  fav- 
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eireiunstanoM  erinein^  a  purpose  in  making 
tlie  contract,  to  eommit  a  fraud  on  the  law. 

Same  —  intent  —  determination. 

2.  Wliat  the  intent  was,  mentioned  in  No. 
1,  as  to  the  place  of  the  contract,  in  any 
«a8e,  is  senerally  determinable  by  presump- 
tion of  fact  that  the  place  of  the  contract 
was  intended  to  be  that  where  it  wrb  actual- 
ly made,  unless  the  place  of  performance 
was  elsewhere,  then  the  presumption  is  that 
the  latter  was  intended,  but  such  presump- 
tions are  rebuttable.  In  this  the  term, 
"place  of  the  contract,"  means  the  place 
mutually  intended  for  reference  as  to  valid- 
ity and  interpretation. 
Same  ^  enforcing  performance  ^  reme- 
dy (or  nonperformance. 
9.  The  law,  as  to  matter  of  performance, 
is  referable  to  the  place  of  performance, 
while  remedies  for  nonperformance  are  re- 
ferable to  the  law  of  the  forum  where  per- 
formance is  sought  to  be  enforced. 

Same  —  Talld    at   place  —  validity   else- 
vrbere. 

4.  A  contract  valid  by  the  law  of  the 
place  thereof  is  valid  everywhere. 

Same  —  foreign   contract  illegal  under 
law    of    fornm  —  enforcement  —  oom- 

6.  The  affording  of  remedies  in  one  coun- 
try for  enforcing  a  contract  which  would 
not  be  valid  if  made  in  such  country,  but  is 
valid  'by  the  law  of  the  place  where  it  was 


made,  depends  upon  judicial  comity  of  na- 
tions. 

Same  —  comity  —  scwpe. 

6.  The  comity  mentioned  is  uniformly 
extended,  unless  such  contracts  as  the  one 
sought  to  be  enforced  are  contrary  to  the 
public  policy  of  the  country  of  the  forum, 
as  declared  by  its  courts  or  its  lawmaking 
power,  on  ground  of  good  morals,  or  the 
state  or  its  citizens  would  be  injured. 
Same  —  determination. 

7.  Tne  scope  of  the  comity  spoken  of, 
within  reasonable  limitations,  is  determin- 
able, as  a  matter  of  judicial  policy,  by  each 
state  for  itself. 

Same  —  contract  of  married  woman. 

8.  The  rule  that  the  law  of  a  place  of  a 
contract  governs  as  to  its  validity  and  in- 
terpretation applies  to  the  capacity,  includ- 
ing that  of  married  women,  to  contract. 
Same  —  valid  at  place  —  validity  else- 
where. 

0.  The  rule  that  a  contract  valid  by  the 
law  of  the  place  thereof  is  valid  everywhere 
is  without  exception,  notwithstanding  in 
some  cases  a  foreign  contract  is  not  enforce- 
able. 

Same  —  foreign   contract  Illegal  under 
law  of  forum  —  enforceability. 

10.  A  foreign  contract  of  a  class  which,  if 
it  were  made  in  the  country  of  the  forum, 
would  be  contraij  to  the  law  thereof,  is  not 
necessarily  unenforceable  in  such  forum  be- 


ored  over  the  lew  lod  eontractua,  according 
to  the  law  of  the  place  where  the  contract  is 
perfomaable, — there  are  two  possible  reasons 
which  may  prevent  its  enforcement  in  an- 
ctlier  atate  «r  country  in  which  the  action 
U  brought:  (1)  The  courts  of  that  state 
■or  country  may  deem  it  contrary  to  its  pub- 
lie  policy  to  enforce  such  a  contract,  even 
assuming  that  it  was  valid  by  the  law  of  the 
place  where  it  was  made  or  performable, 
especially  if  the  married  woman  in  question 
was  domiciled  at  the  forum,  though  her 
contract  was  made  and  performable  else- 
where; or  (2)  even  though  there  is  no  ob- 
jection based  on  public  policy  to  the  en- 
forcement of  such  a  contract,  there  may  be 
no  remedy  available  (vt  the  forum  for  the 
enforcement  of  such  a  contract,  and  it  is, 
of  course,  a  well-settled  principle  that  the 
tecci  fori  governs  as  to  the  remedy.  Both 
points  are  treated  in  a  note  in  67  L.R.A. 
617  et  seq. ;  and  a  few  additional  cases  will 
be  referred  to  in  this  note. 

Publie  policy  of  fornm. 

The  decision  in  Thompson  v.  Taylor,  65 
N.  J.  L.  107,  46  Atl.  867,  referred  to  in  that 
note  and  also  in  the  opinion  in  Iktebna- 
noRAi.  Habvbstkb  Co.  v.  McAdam,  holding 
that  it  was  contrary  to  public  policy  of  New 
Jersey  to  enforce  a  contract  of  suretyship 
by  a  married  woman  domiciled  in  New  Jer- 
sey, although  the  contract  was  made  in  an- 
other state  by  the  law  of  which  it  was  val- 
id, was  rendered  by  the  supreme  court.  Tlie 
ee  L.R-A.(N.S,} 


game  case  afterwards  came  before  the  court 
of  errors  and  appeals  (66  N.  J.  L.  253,  S4 
L.R.A.  685,  88  Am.  St.  Rep.  485,  49  AtL 
644)  and  the  latter  court  took  the  contrary 
position,  and  declared  that  the  New  Jersey 
stetute  regulating  the  rieht  of  married 
women  to  make  contracts  of  suretyship  was 
not  the  declaration  of  public  policy  that 
closes  the  courts  of  New  Jersey  to  righte  of 
action  arising  in  other  jurisdictions  where 
the  law  is  diiferent.  This  is  doubtless  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  trend  of  the  cases,  al- 
though the  question  as  to  when,  upon  prin- 
ciples of  comity,  a  court  of  one  jurisdic- 
tion will  enforce  a  contract  which,  so  far  as 
the  substantive  righte  of  the  parties  are 
concerned,  is  properly  governed  by  the  law 
of  another  jurisdiction,  is  peculiarly  one 
for  the  courts  of  the  forum,  and  the  de- 
cisions of  the  oourte  of  other  jurisdictions 
on  this  point  have  rather  less  than  the  or- 
dinary value  of  foreign  decisions  as  prec- 
edents. 

In  Law  V.  Smith,  68  N.  J.  Eq.  81,  69  AtL 
327,  the  court  on  the  authority  of  Thomp- 
son V.  Tavlor,  66  N.  J.  L.  253,  54  L.R.A.  686, 
88  Am.  St.  Rep.  486,  49  Atl.  644,  held  that 
a  contract  made  in  New  York  by  a  married 
woman  domiciled  in  New  Jersey  was  en- 
forceable in  a  court  of  the  latter  state,  not- 
withstanding that,  by  the  law  of  that  stete, 
she  would  ^  incapaJ>le  of  making  the  con- 
tract. 

In  the  earlier  case  of  Wright  v.  Reming- 
ton, 41  N.  J.  L.  48,  32  Am.  Rep.  180,  it  was 
also  held  that  the  enforcement  of  a  contract 
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cause  (ueh  a  contract  is  contrary  to  public 
policy.  To  be  so,  the  contract  must  be,  by 
moral  standards  in  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  pernicious  and  injurious  to  tii*  pub- 
lie  welfare. 
Same  —  note  —  married  woman. 

11.  The  contract  of  a  married  woman  as 
accommodation  maker  of  commercial  paper, 
having  not  been  judicially  declared  unen- 
forccMle  in  this  state  on  grounds  of  public 
policy,  nor  prohibited  by  legislation  as  per- 
nicious, is  enforceable  in  our  courts,  in  case 
of  its  having  been  made  in  another  state 
where  such  contracts  are  valid,  unless  such 
contracts  are,  in  fact,  inherently  bad,  in  the 
sense  indicated  in  the  foregoing  rules. 
Same  ^  leglsIatiTe  policy. 

12.  The  general  legislative  policy  of  this 
state  as  to  relieving  married  women  from 
common-law  disabilities  to  contract,  and 
other  considerations,  negative  the  idea  that 
full  right  in  that  regard  would  involve  any- 
thing inherently  bad  and  warrant  our  courts 
in  refusing  to  enforce  the  foreign  contract  of 
a  married  woman  as  accommodation  maker 


of  a  promissory  note  on  grounds  d  publie 
policy. 

(February  22,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  at 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Jefferson  Ommtj 
dismissing  as  to  defendant  Gertrude  He- 
Adam  an  action  brought  to  lecover  the 
amount  alleged  to  be  due  on  a  promiss^ij 
note.    Reversed. 

Statement  by  Marshall,  J.: 

Action  to  recover  on  a  promissory  note 
against  Gtertrude  McAdam,  a  married  wom- 
an, who  signed  as  accommodation  maker, 
with  her  husband  and  another.  At  the  time 
of  such  execution,  all  the  makers  were  resi- 
dents of  South  Dakota,  and  that  was  alio 
the  place  of  performance.  When  the  action 
was  commenced  respondent  and  her  husband 
were  residents  of  Wisconsin.  She  pleaded, 
separately,  incompetency  to  bind  herself  u 


of  a  married  woman  valid  by  the  lea  loci 
eontraetiu  was  not  contrary  to  the  public 
policy  of  New  Jersey,  but  in  that  case  the 
married  woman  was  apparently  not  domi- 
ciled in  New  Jersey. 

Cases  holding  that  it  is  contrary  to  the 
public  policy  of  the  forum  to  enforce  such  a 
contract,  at  least  where  the  married  woman 
was  domiciled  at  the  forum  and  would  be  in- 
capable by  the  local  law,  are  cited  in  the 
note  already  referred  to.  And  see  also  on 
that  point  the  case  of  Brovm  v.  Dalton,  105 
Ky.  669,  88  Am.  St.  Rep.  326,  48  S.  W. 
443,  cited  at  page  S26  of  the  note  in  67 
L.R.A. 

So,  in- the  later  case  of  First  Nat.  Bank  ▼. 
Shaw,  109  Tenn.  237,  69  L.R.A.  498,  97  Am. 
St.  Rep.  840,  70  S.  W.  807,  it  was  held  that 
a  married  woman  domiciled  in  Tennessee 
may  avail  herself  of  the  protection  of  its 
statute  allowing  her  to  plead  coverture  as 
a  defense  to  her  contracts,  when  sued  there 
on  a  note  delivered  and  payable  in  another 
state  where  such  defense  is  not  recognized. 

In  Louisiana  the  local  laws  regulating  the 
privileges  and  prescribing  the  disabilities  of 
married  women  are  regarded  as  personal 
statutes  purely  domiciliary  in  character,  ?ind 
not  operating  to  the  benefit  of  married 
women  domiciled  elsewhere  than  in  Tjouisi- 
ana,  and,  accordingly,  the  contracts  of  mar- 
ried women  domiciled  elsewhere,  and  valid 
by  the  law  of  the  domicil  and  of  the  place 
where  they  were  made,  have  been  enforced  in 
that  state,  notwithstanding  that  such  a  con- 
tract by  a  married  woman  domiciled  in 
Louisiana  would  not  be  enforceable  in  that 
state.  Marks  v.  Germania  Sav.  Bank,  110 
La.  659,  34  So.  725;  Freret  v.  Taylor,  119 
La.  307,  121  Am.  St.  Rep.'  522,  44  So.  26; 
First  Nat  Bank  v.  Hinton,  123  La.  1018,  49 
So.  692. 

And  in  Baer  Bros.  v.  Terry,  108  La.  697, 
92  Am.  St.  Rep.  394,  32  So.  353,  the  doc- 
trine was  nnplied,  notwithstanding  that 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


after  the  contract  the  married  woman  le- 
moved  to  Louisiana. 

Remedy. 

The  authorities  on  the  respective  limits  of 
the  lewi  looi  contractus  as  the  governing  lav 
with  respect  to  the  substantive  rights  of  tbe 
parties,  and  the  letri  fori  as  the  goveminf; 
law  with  respect  to  the  remedy,  are  for  tbe 
most  part  shown  in  the  note  in  57  LRA. 
520. 

In  further  illustration  of  the  point  tbtt 
the  feat  fori  may  provide  a  remedy  for 
the  enforcement  of  a  contract  of  a  mar- 
ried woman  valid  by  the  lexi  lod  am- 
tractits,  although  such  a  contract  made  at 
the  forum  would  not  be  valid  or  enforce- 
able, see  State  Bank  v.  Maxson,  123  Midi. 
250,  81  Am.  St.  Rep.  196,  82  N.  W.  31. 
sustaining  a  writ  of  attachment  on  land 
owned  by  a  married  woman  in  Michigan, 
in  an  action  to  enforce  her  note  for 
her  husband's  debt  given  and  payable  in 
Kansas,  by  the  law  oi  which  a  wife's  prop- 
erty is  subject  to  seizure  for  her  debts, 
although  not  specifically  bound,  notwith- 
standing that,  if  the  contract  bad  been  made 
in  Michigan,  it  could  not  have  be*n  en- 
forced against  her  property  there,  bwaiw 
the  property  was  not  specifically  bound 
thereby. 

In  Evans  v.  Clear^•,  125  Pa.  204.  11  Am. 
St.  Rep.  888,  17  Atl.  440,  in  reply  to  the 
objection  of  the  nonjoinder  of  a  husband 
as  the  defendant  in  an  action  on  a  contratt 
made  and  performahle  in  Illinois  at  a  tin* 
when,  by  the  law  of  Pennsylvania,  such 
joinder  was  necessary,  the  court  said  that. 
by  the  law  of  Illinois,  the  married  woniin 
was  competent  to  contract  and  liable  to  sue 
without  regard  to  her  husband,  and  that, 
while  it  is  true  that  in  all  matters  relating 
to  remedy  merely  the  lexi  fori  prevails,  the 
liability  of  a  party  to  contract  depend! 
upon  the  lexi  loci  contractus. 
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an  «ocoiiinioda.tioii  maker  because  of  her  be- 
ing a  married  woman.  B7  the  law  of  South 
Dakota  ahe  had  sneh  competency,  white  by 
the  law  of  this  state  she  had  not. 

The  oonrt  held  that  the  note  could  not  be 
enforced  against  respondent  in  this  state, 
because  of  incapacity  of  a  married  woman 
to  so  bind  herself  here,  and,  therefore,  she 
was  entitled  to  judgment  dismissing  the  ac- 
tion as  to  her  with  costs,  without  prejudice 
to  plaintiff  seeking  a  remedy  elsewhere. 
Judgment  was  so  rendered. 

Mr.  J.  O.  McMath,  with  Mr.  Herbert  J. 
Piper,  for  ai^IIant: 

No  pnblie  policy  is  invaded  by  the  devo- 
titm  of  ber  separate  estate  by  a  married 
woman  to  the  payment  of  her  husband's 
debts. 

Sutton  y.  Aiken,  62  Oa.  741;  Brodnax  ▼. 
.etna  Ina.  Co.  128  U.  S.  236,  242,  32  L.  ed. 
445,  447.  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  61. 

When  »  contract  is  valid  under  the  pub- 
lie  policy  of  the  state  where  made,  it  will 
be  enforced  in  another  state,  although  the 
same  would,  by  the  statute  laws  of  the  lat- 
ter state,  be  void,  unless  its  enforcement 
would  exhibit  to  the  citisens  of  the  state  an 
example  pernicious  and  detestable. 

Greenhood,  Fob.  PoL  Rule  64,  p.  46; 
Wright  ▼.  Remington,  41  N.  J.  L.  48,  32 
Am.  Rep.  180;  Wharton,  Confl.  L.  3d  ed. 
SS  4?Sa,  490;  22  Am.  &.  Eng.  Ene.  Law,  2d 
ed.  pp.  1319,  1334;  Oilman  ▼.  Ketcham 
(Oilman  t.  Hudson  River  Boot  &,  Shoe  Co.) 
84  Wis.  60,  23  L.R.A.  62,  36  Am.  St.  Rep. 
899,  54  N.  W.  395;  Lamb  v.  Powder  River 
Live  Stock  Co.  67  L.R.A.  658,  65  C.  C.  A. 
570,  132  Fed.  434;  Oarrigue  v.  Kellar,  164 
Ind.  676,  69  L.R.A.  870,  108  Am.  St.  Rep. 
3-24,  74  N.  E.  523;  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Mitchell,  34  C.  C.  A.  542,  92  Fed.  666;  Mil- 
liken  V.  Pratt,  126  Mass.  374,  28  Am.  Rep. 
241;  Bell  V.  Packard,  69  Me.  106,  31  Am. 
Rep.  261 ;  Baer  Bros.  v.  Terry,  108  La.  697, 
92  Am.  St  Rep.  394,  32  So.  353;  Young  v. 
BuUen,  19  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1661,  43  S.  W.  687; 
Thompson  v.  Taylor,  66  N.  J.  L.  107,  46 
Atl.  567,  81  Cent.  L.  J..111;  Young  v.  Hart, 
101  Va.  480,  44  S.  E.  703;  First  Nat  Bank 
V.  Shaw,  109  Tenn.  237,  59  L.R.A.  408,  97 
Am.  St.  Rep.  840,  70  8.  W.  807;  Bank  of 
Columbia  v.  Walker,  14  Lea,  299;  Story, 
Confl.  Lw  §  244;  Westlake,  International 
Law,  I  196;  Wharton,  Confl.  L.  $  490; 
Ruhe  T.  Buck,  26  L.R.A.  178,  note,  46  Am. 
St  Rep.  454,.  note;  Union  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Chapman,  67  L.R.A.  613,  note;  Locke  v.  Mc- 
PhersMi,  86  Am.  St  Rep.  662,  note;  64 
Cent  U  J.  223;  S  Page,  Contr.  S  173;  9 
Cye.  Law  ft  Proe.  p.  076;  Brodnax  v.  .£tna 
Ins.  Co.  128  U.  8.  286,  32  L.  ed.  446,  9  Sup. 
Ct  Rep.  61;  Sutton  t.  Aiken,  supra;  Mat- 
thews T.  Dickinson,  36  Misc.  187,  73  N.  Y. 
26  L.RJl.(N.S.) 


Supp.  190;  Marks  v.  Germania  Sav.  Bank, 
110  La.  669,  34  So.  726;  Law  v.  Smith,  68 
N.  J.  Eq.  81,  69  AtL  327;  Robinson  v. 
Queen,  87  Tenn.  446,  3  L.IUA.  214,  10  Am. 
St  Rep.  690,  11  S.  W.  38;  Bowles  v.  Field, 
78  Fed.  742;  Robison  v.  Pease,  28  Ind.  App. 
610,  63  N.  E.  479;  Union  Nat  Bank  v. 
Chapman,  169  N.  Y.  638,  67  L.R.A.  513,  88 
Am.  St  Rep.  614,  62  N.  E.  672;  F.  B.  Hauck 
Clothing  Co.  v.  Sharpe,  83  Mo.  App.  386; 
Clark  T.  Eltinge,  38  Wash.  376,  107  Am.  St 
Rep.  858,  80  Pao.  666. 

Messrs.  Tnllar  A  Locfcney,  with  Mr. 
Charles  E.  lirilllanis,  for  respondent. 

Marahall,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  appeal  raises  for  decision  this  propo- 
sitiMi:  Is  a  married  woman's  contract  as 
accommodation  maker  of  a  promissory  note 
which  is  valid  in  the  place  where  maide  en- 
forceable in  the  courts  of  this  state,  such  a 
contract  not  being  valid  if  made  heret  The 
proposition,  in  the  main,  is  governed  by  a 
few  quite  elementary  principles. 

The  first  principle  is  this:  As  to  mere 
personal  contracts,  the  law  thereof  as  to 
their  validity  and  interpretation,  is  that  of 
the  place  where  they  were  made, — the  Jem 
loci  contraetut, — ^unless  the  parties  thereto 
intended  that  they  should  bis  governed  by 
the  law  of  the  place  of  performance, — the 
lea  loci  solutionis,— or  of  some  other  place. 
That  is,  the  place  ot  the  contract  is,  gener- 
ally speaking,  a  matter  of  mutual  intention, 
but  the  intended  place,  as  determined  by  le- 
gal presumption  in  some  cases  and  eviden- 
tiary circumstances  in  others,  settles  all 
questions  as  to  the  legal  test  of  validity  and 
interpretation.  Such  presumption,  in  the 
absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  is  that 
the  place  of  making  and  performance  in  a 
physical  sense  is  the  place  in  a  legal  sense; 
but  the  place  of  performance  when  difTerent 
from  that  cC  the  actual  making,  is  the  place 
in  such  legal  sense,  subject  to  the  presump- 
ti<m  being  rebutted  by  clear  evidence  of  in- 
tention, this  being  again  subject  to  some  ex- 
ceptions in  case  of  intention  to  commit  a 
fraud  on  the  law,  such  exceptions  being  pos- 
sible but  rare,  and  not  concerned  in  the 
case  in  hand.  Davis  ▼.  Chicago,  M.  ft  St.  P. 
R.  Co.  93  Wis.  470,  33  L.R.A.  654,  57  Am. 
St  Rep.  936,  67  N.  W.  16,  1132;  Shores 
Lumber  Co.  v.  Stitt,  102  Wis.  450,  78  N. 
W.  562;  Bartlett  v.  Collins,  109  Wis.  477, 
83  Am.  St  Rep.  928,  86  N.  W.  703;  Brown 
V.  Gates,  120  Wis.  349,  97  N.  W.  221,  98 
N.  W.  206,  1  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  86. 

Another  rule  is  this:  The  law  of  the 
place  of  performance  regulates  the  matter 
in  that  regard,  while  matters  respecting 
remedies  depend  upon  the  law  of  the  forum. 
Brown  v.  Gates,  suprib 
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A  third  rale  results,  logically,  from  those 
mentioned,  vig.:  A  contract  which  is  valid 
in  the  place  thereof  is  valid  everywhere. 

A  fourth  rule  is  this:  The  law  of  one 
etate  having,  ew  propria  vigore,  no  validity 
in  another  state,  the  enforcement  of  a  for- 
eign contract  which  would  not  be  valid  by 
the  law  of  the  forum  where  its  enforcement 
is  judicially  attempted  depends  upon  comity 
which  is  extended  for  that  purpose,  unless 
the  agreement  is  contrary  to  the  public  pol- 
icy of  the  state  of  the  forum,  in  that  it  is 
contrary  to  good  morals,  or  the  state  or  its 
citizens  would  be  injured  by  the  enforce- 
ment, or  it  perniciously  violates  positive 
written  or  unwritten  prohibitory  law;  the 
extent  to  which  comity  will  be  extended  be- 
ing very  much  a  matter  of  judicial  poli<7 
to  be  determined  within  reasonable  limita- 
tions, by  each  state  for  itself.  Finney  v. 
Guy,  106  Wis.  256,  276,  49  L.RJL  486,  82 
N.  W.  696;  Hunt  v.  Whewell,  122  Wis.  33, 
42,  99  N.  W.  699;  Fox  v.  Postal  Teleg.  Ca- 
ble Co.  138  Wis.  648,  —  L.R.A.(N.S.)  — , 
120  N.  W.  399.  In  the  last  case  cited,  re- 
ferring to  The  Kensington,  183  U.  S.  263, 
46  L.  ed.  190,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  102,  the 
court  said:  "Every  state,  within  certain 
limitations  not  necessary  here  to  indicate, 
has  a  constitutional  right  to  establish  its 
<iwn  peculiar  policy.  That  may  be  done  by 
legislative  enactment,  or  by  judicial  con- 
ception and  interpretation  of  the  common 
law,"  and  we  may  add  here  of  what  is  in- 
jurious to  the  welfare  of  the  state  or  its 
citizens.  "'The  general  principle  that  the 
lea  loci  governs  as  to  the  validity  of  con- 
tracts is  subordinate  to,  and  qualified  by,' 
.  .  .  the  supreme  principle  which  in- 
heres in  the  very  nature  of  sovereignty,  that 
comity  cannot  set  at  naught  tlie  public 
policy  of  a  country." 

A  further  rule  is  this:  The  doctrine  that 
the  law  of  the  place  of  a  contract  governs 
as  to  its  interpretation  and  validity  ap- 
plies to  the  capacity  of  parties,  including 
that  of  married  women,  to  bind  themselves 
in  the  manner  attempted.  Story,  Confl.  L. 
S§  103,  241;  Milliken  v.  Pratt,  125  Mass. 
374,  23  Am.  Bep.  241. 

We  may  well  say,  in  passing,  that,  while 
contracts  which,  though  valid  in  the  place 
thereof,  are  not  enforceable  in  the  country 
where  enforcement  is  attempted,  for  reasons 
above  suggested,  are  often  spolcen  of,  in 
text-books  and  other  authorities,  as  excep- 
tions to  the  rule  that  the  validity  of  a  con- 
tract is  referable  to  the  place  which  the  par- 
ties thereto,  at  the  time  of  making,  intended 
should  be  incorporated  into  it,  they  are  not 
exceptions  strictly  so-called.  The  rule  in 
a  technical  sense  is  without  exception.  In 
practical  effect,  the  rule  of  the  forum  super- 
sedes it,  leaving  the  contract  without  rem- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


edy  there  to  enforce  it  and,  in  that  ssose, 
void. 

The  last  rule  that  need  be  stated  is  this: 
A  contract  under  the  foregoing  is  not,  nee- 
esaarily,  contrary  to  the  public  policy  of  a 
state  merely  because  it  could  not  validly 
have  been  made  there ;  nor  is  it  one  to  whidi 
comity  will  not  be  extended  merely  because 
the  making  of  such  contracts  in  the  place  of 
the  forum  is  prohibited,  general  statements 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  In  Milli- 
ken V.  Pratt,  enpra,  the  court  remarked  sub- 
stantially, even  a  contract  expressly  pro- 
hibited 1^  the  statutes  of  tiie  state  in  which 
the  suit  is  brought,  if  not  in  itself  immoral 
(the  term  "immoral''  beinjf  used  in  the 
broadest  sense),  is  not,  necessarily,  nor  usu- 
ally, deemed  so  invalid  that  the  comity  of 
the  state,  as  administered  by  its  court,  will 
refuse  to  entertain  an  action  under  all  cir- 
cumstances to  enforce  it.  There  must  be 
something  inherently  bad  about  it,  .some- 
thing shocking  to  one's  sense  of  what  is 
right  as  measured  by  moral  standards  in  th« 
judgment  of  the  courts,  something  perni- 
cious and  injurious  to  the  pubic  welfare. 
In  Greenhood  on  Public  Policy  at  page  46, 
cited  by  counsel,  the  following  rule  is  de- 
duced from  the  authority  cited:  "When  a 
contract  is  valid  under  the  public  policy  of 
the  state  where  made,  it  will  be  enforced  in 
another  state,  although  the  same  would,  by 
the  statute  laws  of  the  latter  state,  be  void, 
unless  its  enforcement  would  exhibit  to  the 
citizens  of  the  state  an  example  pernicious 
and  detestable." 

It  will  occur  to  one,  on  a  moment's  re- 
flection, that  the  last  foregoing  rule  could 
not  be  otherwise,  else  the  doctrine  that  a 
contract  valid  at  the  place  where  made  is 
valid  and,  generally  speaking,  enforceable 
everywhere,  would  be  wholly  nullified  as  to 
foreign  contracts  which  would  not  be  valid 
if  made  in  the  place  where  enforcement  is 
sought.  The  rule  would  be  useless  since,  in 
every  case  of  such  a  contract,  it  would 
never  be  enforoeabla  except  in  the  place 
where  made.  The  correctness  of  the  rule 
and  the  absurdity  of  the  idea  that  every 
c<mtract  which,  if  made  in  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  forum,  would  not  be  valid,  cannot  be 
enforced  there,  are  so  clear  that  we  would 
hardly  he  justified  in  dealing  with  the  nu- 
merous elementary  principles,  as  above, 
leading  up  to  the  final  solution  of  the  prop- 
osition upon  which  this  appeal  must  be 
grounded,  wer*  it  not  for  the  obvious  fact 
that  the  ease  was  decided  below,  and  Vb» 
judgment  is  sought  to  be  sustained  here, 
upon  the  theory,  merely,  that  because  such 
a  contract  as  that  in  question  would  not  be 
valid  if  made  here,  it  necessarily  cannot  be 
enforced  in  our  courts,  though  it  is  perfect* 
ly  valid  where  it  was  in  fact  made,  the  court 
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below  and  eounael  supposing  that  the  gen- 
eral principle  stated  in  Fox  t.  Postal  Teleg. 
Cable  Co.  supra,  necessarily  applies  to  such 
«  contract  as  the  one  in  hand.  There  the 
contract  was  of  the  class  regarded  as  per- 
nicious in  character,  and  was  one  which,  by 
the  settled  judicial  policy  of  this  state,  is 
not  enforceable  in  its  courts. 

Many  illustrations  might  be  given  of  in- 
stances of  contracts  made  elsewhere,  which 
would  not  have  been  valid  if  made  in  the 
ntate  where  judicial  enforcement  was  at- 
tempted, including  instances  where  the  in- 
validity was  referable  to  statutory  prohibi- 
tions, being  enforced  by  judicial  remedies  in 
the  latter  jurisdiction.  Such  as  contracts 
providing  for  a  rate  of  interest  which  would 
be  usurious  with  penalizing  consequences, 
even  to  the  extent  of  forfeiture  of  princi- 
pal and  interest  as  to  such  a  contract,  if 
made  in  the  law  of  the  forum.  Fisher  v. 
Otis,  3  Finney  (Wis.)  78;  Richards  v.  Globe 
Bank,  12  Wis.  692;  Newman  y.  Kershaw, 
10  Wis.  333;  Vliet  v.  Camp>  13  Wis.  198; 
Lyon  V.  Swings,  17  Wis.  62;  Maynard  v. 
Hall,  92  Wis.  566,  66  N.  W.  716;  Miller  v. 
Tiffany,  1  Wall.  298,  310,  17  L.  ed.  640,  543. 
Also  a  contract  allowable  by  the  statute  of 
frauds  where  made,  held  enforceable  in  an- 
other country  where  such  a  contract  would 
be  void  by  the  written  law.  Scudder  v. 
Union  Nat  Bank,  91  U.  S.  406,  23  L.  ed. 
245.  The  same  is  bve  of  Sunday  contracts^ 
Brown  v.  Gates,  120  Wis.  349,  97  N.  W.  221, 
98  N.  W.  205,  1  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Gas.  85;  Ham- 
mon,  Contr.  |  260,  and  cases  cited.  The 
illustrations  could  be  extended  to  many  sub- 
jects, and  contracts  which  would,  if  made 
hwe,  not  be  enforceable  because  extin- 
^ished  by  the  statute  of  limitations  of  our 
state.  The  situations  indicated  in  tiie  fore- 
going are  entirely  different  from  that  in 
Fox  T.  Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Co.  supra;  Wight 
V.  Rindskopf,  43  Wis.  344,  and  Bartlett 
▼.  Collins,  109  Wis.  477,  83  Am.  St.  Rep. 
928,  85  N.  W.  703.  The  dividing  line,  it  will 
be  seen,  is  at  the  point  where  inherent 
harmfulness  c<xnmences.  The  latter  cas^n 
are  on  the  fatal  side,  while  the  former  are 
on  the  other. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  readily  ap- 
preciated how  a  conflict  between  the  judicial 
holdings  of  different  countries  might,  as  it 
has,  create  confusion  respecting  the  proposi- 
tion under  oonsideration.  There  is  oppor- 
tunity for  courts  to  be,  as  they  seemingly 
have  been  in  some  instances,  misled  by  look- 
ing only  to  the  rule  that  a  contract  valid 
where  made,  which  if  made  in  the  place  of 
the  forum  would  be  contrary  to  law  and  so 
not  enforceable,  is  likewise  remediless,  not 
regarding  that  the  rule  is  a  mere  exception, 
•ttd  quite  a  narrow  one  at  that,  to  the  broad- 
«r  rule  eovering  contracts  in  general;  but 
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still  greater  opportunity  for  courts  to  take 
conflicting  position  by  reason  of  each  be- 
ing, to  a  very  large  extent,  supreme  in  its 
own  jurisdiction  as  to  what  elements  ren- 
der a  contract  inherently  harmful,  and  so 
to  what  extent,  by  rules  of  comity,  the  for- 
eign law  should  be  given  effect. 

The  opportunities  for  conflict  referred  to 
have  operated  e£QcientIy  as  to  the  proposi- 
tion under  discussion,  as  illustrated  by 
cases  holding  that,  in  the  circumstances 
here,  the  married  woman's  contract  cannot 
be  enforced  (Armstrong  v.  Best,  112  N.  C.  69, 
25  L.R.A.  188,  34  Am.  St  Rep.  473,  17  S. 
E.  14;  Thcnnpson  t.  Taylor,  66  N.  J.  L. 
107,  46  Atl.  667;  Hayden  v.  Stone,  13  R. 
I.  106),  while  the  great  weight  of  authority 
is  to  the  contrary,  upon  the  ground  that 
such  a  contract  is  not  against  the  policy  of 
the  law,  in  the  sense  that  the  term  is  used 
in  testing  whether  the  foreign  law  of  a  con- 
tract as  to  its  validity  can  be  enforced.  On 
this  very  many  citations  might  be  given. 

The  following  are  but  a  very  few  of  them : 
Milliken  v.  Pratt,  126  Mass.  374,  28  Am. 
Rep.  241 ;  Ross  v.  Ross,  129  Mass.  243,  246, 
37  Am.  Rep.  321;  Garrigue  v.  Kellar,  164 
Ind.  676,  69  L.R.A.  870,  108  Am.  St  Rep. 
324,  74  N.  E.  623;  Baer  Bros.  v.  Terry,  108 
La.  697,  92  Am.  St  Rep.  394,  32  So.  363; 
Young  V.  Hart,  101  Va.  480,  44  a  E. 
703;  Baum  v.  Birchall,  160  Pa.  164,  30 
Am.  St  Rep.  797,  24  Atl.  620;  Young 
V.  BuUen,  19  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1661,  43  S. 
W.  687;  Gibson  v.  Sublett,  82  Ky.  696; 
Robinson  v.  Queen,  87  Tenn.  446,  3  L.R.A. 
214,  10  Am.  St  Rep.  690,  11  S.  W.  38; 
Bell  V.  Packard,  69  Me.  106,  31  Am.  Rep. 
251;  Bowles  v.  Field  (C.  C.)  78  Fed.  742; 
First  Nat  Bank  v.  Mitchell,  34  C.  C.  A. 
642.  92  Fed.  666. 

The  industry  of  counsel  resulted  in  bring- 
ing to  our  attention  three  judicial  authori- 
ties to  support  the  negative  of  the  proposi- 
tion under  consideration,  which  seem  to  be 
sufBciently  in  point  to  warrant  noticing 
them.  Counsel  cite  otiier  cases:  First  Nat. 
Bank  ▼.  Shaw,  109  Tenn.  237,  69  L.RA. 
498,  97  Am.  St  Rep.  840,  70  S.  W.  807; 
Ruhe  V.  Buck,  124  Mo.  178,  26  L.RJ^.  178, 
46  Am.  St  Rep.  439,  27  S.  W.  412;  Dulin 
V.  McCaw,  39  W.  Va.  721,  20  S.  E.  681; 
Bank  of  Louisiana  v.  Williams,  46  Miss. 
618,  12  Am.  Rep.  310;  Studebaker  Bros. 
Co.  V.  Mau,  13  Wyo.  368,  110  Am.  St  Rep. 
1001,  80  Pac.  151,  and  the  like.  They 
either  in  principle  support  Milliken  v. 
Pratt,  supra,  and  the  numerous  cases  we 
have  cited,  or  go  upon  the  ground  that  in 
the  particular  instance  merely  the  manner 
of  enforcement  of  the  contract  was  involved, 
which  is  governed  by  the  law  of  the  forum; 
or  the  contract,  though  made  in  the  foreign 
state,  related  to  real  property  in  the  state 
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of  the  fonun;  was  not  a  mere  penonal  oon- 
tract  enforceable  in  personam,  but  one  en- 
forceable «»  rem  and  by  an  action  in  the 
nature  of  one  in  rem.  All  these  distinc- 
tions must  be  kept  in  mind.  Failure  to  do 
Bo  has  led  some  courts  sometimes  into  awk- 
ward positions,  and  at  others  worked  great 
prejudice  to  parties. 

The  three  cases  cited  by  counsel  to  which 
we  accord  some  significance,  after  careful 
research  we  are  unable  to  add  to,  from 
other  jurisdictions,  though  there  may  be 
some.  Such  few  are  entitled  to  very  little 
weight. 

Armstrong  t.  Best,  supra,  went  upon  the 
obviously  erroneous  theory  that  the  law  of 
the  forum,  aa  to  the  capacity  of  parties  to 
contract,  governs.  That  was  stated  without 
citation  of  authority,  and  it  seems  none  of 
moment  could  have  been  cited.  In  a  later 
case,  Hanover  Nat.  Bank  y.  Howell,  118  N. 
C.  271,  23  S.  E.  1005,  the  oourt  made  an 
effort  to  place  its  doctrine  on  a  more  log- 
ical ground.  After  all,  the  court  seems  to 
have  doubted  the  soundness  of  its  position, 
and  rather  invited  legislative  assistance  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  it. 

In  Hayden  v.  Stone,  13  R.  I.  106,  the 
court  approved  the  general  principle  that 
the  validity  of  a  contract  is  referable  to  the 
law  of  the  place  where  made,  but  leaned  to 
the  idea  that  it  does  not  extend  to  the  ca- 
pacity to  contract,  and  concluded  in  any 
event  that  the  question  in  the  particular 
instance  really  considered  the  remedy,  and, 
as  there  was  none  afforded  in  that  state  to 
its  own  citizens  to  enforce  a  married  WMn- 
an's  mere  prranissory  note^,  none  could  be 
afforded  to  a  citizen  of  another  state.  The 
infirmity  of  the  logic,  when  tested  by  ele- 
mentary principles,  is  apparent  at  once,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  it  was  competent  for  the 
Rhode  Island  court,  in  the  absence  of  any 
restraint  in  the  written  law,  to  establish  the 
doctrine  announced  as  the  public  policy  of 
that  state,  if  it  saw  fit. 

In  Brown  v.  Browing,  15  R.  I.  422,  2  Am. 
St.  Rep.  008,  7  Atl.  403,  the  court  seems  to 
have  endeavored  to  very  much  limit  its  for- 
mer decision,  suggesting,  in  effect,  that  it 
did  not  go  upon  the  validity  of  the  contract, 
which  was  governed  by  the  Massachusetts 
law,  where  it  was  made,  but  to  the  particu- 
lar remedy  by  attachment  sought  to  be  used. 

Thompson  v.  Taylor,  65  N.  J.  L.  107,  48 
Atl.  567,  dealt  with  a  married  woman's 
agreement  to  be  bound  as  an  accommodation 
maker,  as  in  this  case,  in  face  of  an  exprens 
prohibitory  statute  forbidding  such  agree- 
ments. The  court  recognized  the  general 
rule  declared  in  the  leading  case  of  Milliken 
Y.  Pratt,  supra,  but  concluded  that,  the 
legislature  having  condemned  such  contracts 
as  harmful,  that  established  a  public  policy 
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for  the  state  precluding  Hi  oourta  from  be- 
ing used,  on.  grounds  of  comity,  to  enforce 
such  a  ctmtract,  regardless  of  its  being  valid 
by  the  foreign  law. 

Little  more  need  be  said  to  reach  a  logical 
conclusion  respecting  the  propositi<m  before 
us.  The  contract,  as  to  respondent,  is  valid, 
as  conceded,  by  the  law  of  the  place  where 
it  was  made.  Therefore,  it  is  valid  here. 
Being  so  valid,  appellant  is  entitled,  as  mat- 
ter of  right,  by  the  universal  comity  by 
which  the  law  of  one  country  as  to  contracts 
in  general  is  recognized  and  enforced  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  forum  of  another,  if  they 
are  valid  in  the  foreign  jurisdiction,  unless 
they  fall  within  some  exception  in  that  re- 
gard. They  do  not,  as  has  been  seen,  in  that 
such  contracts  are  condemned  as  pernicious 
and  forbidden  by  our  written  law,  as  in 
New  Jersey.  They  are  not  contrary  to  any 
public  policy  of  this  state  heretofore,  in  tlw 
code  of  unwritten  law,  established  by  our 
court.  If  there  is  any  ground  for  saying 
they  are  inherently  harmful,  it  is  referable 
solely  to  the  ancient  common-law  rule  of 
disability,  the  reason  whereof,  reaching  to 
the  present,  is  but  little  more  than  a  shadow, 
— a  rule  which,  in  great  part,  was  changed 
by  legislation  long  ago.  That  such  con- 
tracts are  not  to  be  regarded  as  inherently 
harmful,  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  they 
are  permitted  by  the  written  law  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  states,  and  in  most  others 
legislation  in  that  direction  is  progressive. 
It  is  further  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  they 
are  recognized  as  not  inherently  bad  by  sub- 
stantially all  the  courts  of  this  country. 
The  exceptions  are  not  significant.  This 
court,  except  as  restradned  by  principle  and 
the  great  weight  of  authority,  is  free  to  take 
its  own  stand,  to  declare  for  the  state  what 
shall  be,  in  the  particular  situation,  its  pub- 
lic policy,  till  the  source  for  written  law 
shall  have  acted  in  the  matter.  The  court 
cannot  say  that  such  contracts  are  against 
public  policy  merely  beoause  they  have  not 
the  sanction  of  the  common  law,  as  we  have 
seen.  The  positi<Hi  of  the  court  in  Fox  v. 
Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Ca  138  Wis.  648,  ^ 
L.RA.(N.S.)  — ,  120  N.  W.  399,  or  any  oth- 
er court  in  a  similar  situation,  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  case,  unless  the  contract 
can  be  classified  with  contracts  dealt  with 
in  such  situations.  How  can  the  court  say 
that  it  should  be  so  classed,  that  it  should  l>e 
located  within  the  broadest  possible  bound- 
aries of  the  immoral,  the  inherently  bad? 
Nearly  all  the  common-law  disabilities  of 
women  to  contract  have  been  removed.  They 
can  acquire  and  enjoy  property  and  make 
all  contracts  necessary  or  convenient  in 
that  regard.  They  can,  in  equity,  charge 
their  property  substantially  at  will.  There 
is  little  left  of  a  business  nature  whioh  man 
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«an  do  that  they  cannot  do.  They  have 
nearly  all  the  rights  of  men,  and  s(»ne  be- 
sides, and  on  all  sides  are  making  pressing 
claims  with  distinguished  support  for  what 
is  yet  withheld  not  very  firmly  nor  perhapii 
very  logically.  How  can  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness contract  in  question,  to  oonunmi  among 
men  of  ordinary  preeeptions,  be  said  to  be 
contrary  to  any  policy  of  this  state  hereto- 
fore, or  which  should  now  be,  adjudged  bad 
in  the  interest  of  good  morals  T  We  can  give 
no  answer  to  that  consistent  with  respond- 
ent's position.  It  is  considered  there  is 
none,  and  that  the  proposition  under  con- 
sideration must  be  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  decision  appealed  from  is  erro- 
neous. The  contract  of  respondent  must  be 
held  as  valid  and  enforceable  here  as  in 
the  place  where  it  was  made. 

The  judgment  in  respondent's  favor  is  re- 
versed, and  the  cause  remanded,  with  direc- 
tions to  amend  the  judgment  against  the  co- 
defendant  so  as  to  be  against  him  and  re- 
spondent as  welL 


SOUTH  OABOUNA   SUPREMB 
C01TRT. 

LUCY  DU0A8  TILLMAN,  Petitioner, 

V. 

B.  R.  TILLMAN,  SR.,  and  Wife. 

(—  S.  C.  — ,  66  S.  E.  1049.) 

Parent  —  disposal    ot    child  —  statntory 
construction. 

1.  A  statute  permitting  a  father  to  dis- 
pose of  the  custody  of  his  child  during  mi- 
nority cannot  be  construed  to  permit  such  dis- 
posal to  take  effect  only  after  his  death, — 
at  least  where  the  statute  is  a  substitute  for 
a  prior  one,  and  omitted  the  provision  of  the 
latter  which  so  limited  his  power. 
Statute  —  compilation  —  construction. 

2.  The  place  assigned  to  a  statute  in  a 
compilation  cannot  control  the  plain  mean- 
ing expressed  by  its  terms. 

Parent  —  separation  —  cnistody  of  chil- 
dren —  agreement  ^  reconciliation. 

3.  An  agreement  between  husband  and 
wife  made  in  view  of  an  existing  separation. 


Note.  —  A  search  has  disclosed  no  other 
case  passing  upon  the  question  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  statutes  empowering  a 
father  to  dispose  of  the  custody  of  his  child 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  mother's  rights. 
Statutes  of  this  kind  are  based  upon  12 
Chas.  11. 

The  question  of  the  effect  of  the  father's 
appointment  of  guardians  under  these  stat- 
utes, as  against  the  surviving  mother,  is 
covered  by  the  note  to  Kellogg  v.  Burdick, 
13  L.ILA.(N.S.)  288,  where  the  cases  give 
effect  to  such  statutes  and  apparently  as- 
sume them  to  be  valid. 
2«  LJLA.(N.S.) 


as  to  the  custody  of  their  minor  children, 
is  abrogated  by  their  reconciliation. 
Same  —  custody  of  children  ^constitu- 
tional right. 

4.  The  statutory  attempt  to  confer  upon  a 
father  the  right  to  grant  the  custody  of  his 
minor  children,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  su- 
pervision of  the  mother  over  them,  violates 
the  constitutional  right  of  mother  and  child 
to  liberty. 

Conetltutional  law  —  departments  of 
government  —  Interference  with  Judi- 
ciary. 

6.  The  legislative  attempt  to  confer  upon 
a  father  the  right  to  grant  the  custody  of 
his  children  to  the  exclusion  of  their  mother 
is  an  unconstitutional  exercise  of  judicial 
power. 
Parent— disposal    ot   child  —  statutory 

construction. 

6.  A  statute  permitting  a  father  to  dis- 
pose by  deed  of  the  custody  of  his  children 
will  be  construed  to  make  the  deed  binding 
on  him  only,  and  not  to  affect  the  rights  of 
the  mother. 

Same  —  deficiencies  ot  mother  —  effect. 

7.  A  father  cannot  wrest  °'>i8  children 
from  their  mother  because  ...  her  lack  of 
educaUon  or  her  faults  of  disposition. 

Same  —  right  of  mother. 

8.  In  determining  the  right  to  the  custody 
of  children  which  a  father  separated  from 
his  wife  has  deeded  to  his  parents,  to  the 
exclusion  of  their  mother,  his  act  will  be 
regarded  as  invalid  against  her,  if  the  fam- 
ily relation  was  broken  by  him  without  just 
reason,  and  they  will  be  restored  to  her 
custody  if  she  is  a  fit  person  to  be  intrusted 
with  them. 

(February  16,  1910.) 

PETITION  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to 
secure  the  release  of  petitioner's  chil- 
dren from  the  custody  of  the  respondents 
in  which  they  were  alleged  unlawfully  to 
be  held  under  a  deed  from  their  father,  B. 
R.  Tillman,  Jr.    Granted. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  DePass  *  DePass,  for  petition- 
er: 

The  court  in  considering  who  is  entitled 
to  the  custody  of  infants  will  be  controlled 
by  what  is  for  the  best  interest  and  welfare 
of  the  children. 

Brown  v.  Robertson,  76  S.  C.  153,  9  L.R.A. 
(N.8.)  1173,  56  8.  E.  786;  R.  v.  Delaval,  3 
Burr,  1438;  Anderson  v.  Young,  64  S.  C. 
392,  44  L.R.A.  277,  32  8.  E.  448;  Browne, 
Dom.  Rel.  p.  77;  Ex  parte  Schumpert,  6 
Rich.  L.  344;  Ex  parte  Williams,  11  Rich. 
L.  459;  Ex  parte  Davidge,  72  8.  C.  23,  51 
8.  E.  269;  Re  Kottman,  2  Hill,  L.  363,  27 
Am.  Deo.  390;  Stringfellow  v.  Somerville, 
96  Va.  701,  40  L.R.A.  623,  29  S.  E.  686; 
Ex  parte  Reynolds,  73  S.  C.  302,  114  Am. 
St.  Rep.  86,  53  S.  E.  490,  6  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
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Cas.  936;  Lally  t.  FitsHenry,  85  Iowa,  49, 
16  LJt^A.  681,  61  N.  W.  1165;  Ex  parte 
Benibert,82  S.  C.  339,  64  S.  E.  160;  4  Bacon, 
Abr.  p.  538;  21  Cyc>  Law  &  Proc.  pp.  13, 
16;  Swift  T.  Swift,  34  Beav.  266,  34  L.  J. 
Ch.  N.  S.  209,  11  Jut.  N.  S.  148,  11  L.  T. 
N.  S.  697,  13  Week.  Rep.  378;  Endera  ▼. 
Enden,  164  Fa.  266,  27  L.R.A.  66,  44  Am. 
St.  Rep.  598,  30  Atl.  129;  Weir  v.  Harley, 
99  Mo.  484,  6  LJLA.  672,  14  S.  W.  798; 
Hibbette  r.  Bainea,  78  Miss.  696,  51  LJLA. 
843,  29  So.  80;  15  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
p.  188. 

By  necessary  implication,  the  conveyance 
of  custody,  under  the  statute,  by  deed,  does 
not  take  effect  until  the  death  of  the  father, 
and  any  attempt  to  detain  the  children 
under  the  terms  of  such  a  deed,  during  the 
life  of  the  father,  from  their  parent,  is  ille- 
gal restraint  of  their  libertiee  from  their 
rightful  and  legal  custodian. 

Anderson  t.  Young,  54  S.  C.  391,  44 
LJLA.  277,  32  S.  E.  448;  Thomas  v.  Wil- 
liams, 9  Fla.  295;  Macpherson,  Infants,  84; 
Reeve,  Dom.  Rel.  390. 

The  law  does  not  recognize  the  right  so- 
called  of  a  parent  to  his  offspring,  as  a 
right  of  property. 

Com.  V.  Addicks,  5  Binn.  620;  Oom.  ex 
rel.  Gilkeson  v.  Gilkeson,  5  Clark  (Pa.)  30; 
Com.  V.  Xutt,  1  Browne  (Pa.)  143;  Dumain 
V.  G Wynne,  10  Allen,  270;  Anderson  v. 
Young,  64  S.  C.  392,  44  L.RJ^.  277,  32  S. 
£.  448. 

At  common  law  the  contract,  so  far  as 
petitioner  is  concerned,  is  a  nullity,  and  she, 
as  parent,  having  done  nothing  to  estop 
herself,  and  being  a  proper  person  to  have 
the  custody  of  her  children,  is  entitled  to 
them. 

Ex  parte  Schnmpert,  supra;  Ex  parte 
Williams,  11  Rich.  L.  462;  Ex  parte  Davidge, 

72  S.  C.  16,  51  S.  E.  269;  Ex  parte  Reynolds, 

73  S.  C.  206,  114  Am.  St.  Rep^  86,  63  S.  E. 
490,  6  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  936;  Ex  parte 
Rembert,  82  S.  C.  336,  64  S.  E.  150;  Ex 
parte  Canova  (S.  C.)  65  S.  E.  625. 

In  determining  the  question  of  the  proper 
custody  of  an  infant,  that  disposal  should 
be  made,  if  possible,  which  will  keep  the 
family  together. 

Jones  V.  Bowman,  13  Wyo.  79,  67  LJtA. 
860,  77  Pac.  439. 

The  custody  of  a  child  will  be  taken  from 
its  grandparents,  and  given  to  its  parent, 
when  the  latter  is  of  moral  habits,  free  from 
conta^ous  or  infectious  diseases,  and  suffi- 
ciently industrious  reasonably  to  insure  the 
child  from  want  and  positive  distress,  al- 
though the  grandparents  possess  fortune, 
character,  kindness  and  affection  for  the 
child,  and  the  child  prefers  to  remain  with 
the  grandparents. 

Stapleton  v.  Poynter,  111  Ky.  264,  63 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


LJUL  784,  98  Am.  St.  Rep.  411,  62  S.  W. 
730. 

The  question  of  the  validity  of  the  con- 
tract does  not  depend  upon  the  circnmstaiK 
whether  it  can  be  shown  that  the  public  hu 
in  fact  suffered  any  detriment,  but  whetbcr 
the  ccmtiact  is,  in  its  nature,  such  as  might 
have  been  injurious  to  the  public 

Holladay  V.  Patterson,  5  Or.  177;  Ricbud- 
son  V.  Oraadall,  48  K.  Y.  348;  Webb  t. 
Dietrich,  7  Watts  &  S.  401;  Chorpennisg't 
Appeal,  32  Pa.  315,  72  Am.  Dec.  769. 

A  contract  of  a  parent  by  which  he  bu- 
gains  away,  for  a  consideration,  the  custody 
of  his  child  to  a  stranger,  is  void  as  against 
public  policy,  as  such  a  contract  would  be 
the  mere  sale  of  the  child  for  money. 

Enders  v.  Enders,  supra;  Greenhood,  Pnli. 
Pol.  806;  Chapsky  v.  Wood,  26  Kan.  650, 
40  Am.  Rep.  321;  State  ex  rel.  Mayiie  t. 
Baldwin,  5  N.  J.  Eq.  466,  45  Am.  Dec  399; 
State  V.  Clover,  16  N.  J.  L.  419;  People 
ex  rel.  Barry  v.  Mercein,  3  Hill,  408,  38  Am. 
Dec.  644;  Westmeath's  Case,  cited  in  Lyons 
V.  Blenkin,  Jacob,  251;  Hamilton  v.  Hector, 
L.  R.  6  Ch.  705;  Re  Lewis,  88  N.  a  31; 
Vansittart  v.  Vansittart,  2  DeG.  db  J.  249; 
Re  Sc&rrit,  76  Mo.  665,  43  Am.  Rep.  768; 
Roberts  v.  Hall,  1  Ont.  Rep.  388;  Chamber^. 
Infants,  59;  Schouler,  Dom.  Rel.  343;  1  Ad- 
dison, Contr.  263,  17  Am.  i,  Eng.  Enc  Lav, 
p.  373;  Pollock,  Contr.  304;  Johnson  v.  Ter- 
ry, 34  Conn.  259 ;  Torrington  v.  Norwich,  21 
Conn.  643. 

Mr.  S.  McO.  SimUns,  also  for  petition- 
er: 

A  covenant  by  a  father  that  he  will  ab- 
stain from  taking  and  exercising  any  control 
over  his  children  is  bad,  because  it  is  against 
the  policy  of  the  law  which  holds  that  it 
is  desirable  that  a  father  should  exercise 
superintendence  over  his  children,  and  that 
he  cannot  by  contract  deprive  himself  of 
the  inherent  right  and  duty  imposed  on  him 
by  nature. 

Swift  V.  Swift,  34  Beav.  266,  84  L  J.  Ch. 
N.  8.  209,  11  Jur.  N.  S.  148,  11  L.  T.  N.  S. 
697,  13  Week.  Rep.  378,  affirmed  in  34  L  J. 
Ch.  N.  S.  394,  11  Jut.  N.  S.  458,  12  U  T. 
N.  S.  435,  13  Week.  Rep.  731;  Vansittart 
V.  Vansittart,  4  Kay  &  J.  62,  27  L,  J.  Ch. 
N.  S.  222,  4  Jur.  N.  S.  270,  affirmed  in  t 
DeG.  4  J.  249,  27  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  290,  4 
Jur.  N.  S.  519;  Walrond  v.  Walrond,  1 
Johns.  V.  C.  (Eng.)  27,  28  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S. 
97,  4  Jur.  N.  S.  1099;  Hamilton  v.  Hector, 
L.  R.  6  Ch.  705,  40  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  «92,  19 
Week.  Rep.  900,  reversing  L.  R.  13  Eq.  511; 
Westmeath's  Case,  cited  in  Lyons  v.  Blen- 
kin, Jacob,  251,  and  notes;  Re  Agar- Ellis, 
L.  R.  10  Ch.  Div.  49,  48  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  U 
39  L.  T.  N.  S.  380,  27  Week.  Rep.  1«; 
People  ex  rel.  Barry  v.  Mercein,  3  Hill,  410, 
38  Am.  Dec.  644;   State  ex  rel.  Maynt  v. 
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Baldwin,  5  N.  J.  Eq.  464,  45  Am.  Dee.  399; 
Weir  V.  Marley,  99  Mo.  484,  6  L.R.A.  672, 
14  S.  W.  798;  Hibbette  t.  Baines,  78  Miss. 
695,  51  L.RJL..  843,  29  So.  80;  16  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  188;  Endera  t.  Enders, 
164  Pa.  266,  27  L.R.A.  62,  44  Am.  St.  B«p. 
698,  30  Atl.  129;  Greenhood,  Pub.  Pol.  306; 
Chapsky  ▼.  Wood,  26  Kan.  650,  40  Am.  Rep. 
321;  SUte  ▼.  Clover,  16  N.  J.  L.  419;  Re 
Lewis,  88  N.  C.  31;  Re  Scarritt,  76  Mo.  665, 
43  Am.  Rep.  768;  Roberts  t.  Hall,  1  Ont. 
Rep.  388;  Chambers,  Infants,  69;  Schooler, 
Bom.  Rel.  843;  1  Addison,  Contr.  263;  17 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  373;  Pollock, 
Contr.  304;  Johnson  v.  Terry,  34  Conn.  259; 
Torrington  v.  Norwich,  21  Conn.  543. 

A  child  is  not  in  any  sense  subject-matter 
for  an  irrevocable  gift. 

Chapsky  v.  Wood,  supra;  Foulke  v.  Peo- 
ple, 4  Colo.  App.  519,  36  Pac.  640;  Washaw 
V.  Gimble,  50  Ark.  351,  7  S.  W.  389;  Re 
Andrews,  L.  R.  8  Q.  B.  153,  28  L.  T.  N.  S. 
353,  21  Week.  Rep.  480,  4  Moak,  Eng.  Rep. 
261;  Re  Edwards,  42  L.  J.  Q.  B.  N.  S.  99. 

The  custody  cannot  be  irrevocably  trans- 
ferred. 

Albert  v.  Perry,  14  N.  J.  Eq.  540 ;  People 
ex  reL  Neidlinger  v.  Lohman,  17  Abb.  Pr. 
395,  note;  Kennedy  v.  May,  7  L.  T.  N.  S. 
819,  11-  Week.  Rep.  368;  Johnson  v.  Terry, 
supra;  Rust  v.  Vanvacter,  9  W.  Va.  600. 

The  motheds  right  of  guardianship  can- 
not be  assigned. 

Cook  V.  Bybee,  24  Tex.  278. 

The  father  cannot  assign  his  guardian- 
ship. 

Byrne  v.  Love,  14  Tex.  81. 

An  agreement  as  to  the  custody  may  be 
revoked  at  any  time. 

R.  V.  Bamardo,  L.  R.  24  Q.  B.  Div.  283; 
R.  V.  Smith,  16  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  221,  17  Jur. 
24,  22  L.  J.  Q.  B.  N.  S.  116;  State  ex  rel. 
Sharpe  v.  Banks,  25  Ind.  495;  Child  v.  Dodd, 
51  Ind.  484;  McGIennan  v.  Margowski,  90 
Ind.  160;  Hunt  v.  Hunt,  4  O.  Greene,  216; 
Dalton  V.  State,  6  Blackf.  357;  Wishard  v. 
Medaris,  34  Ind.  168;  State  ex  rel.  Neider 
T.  Reuff,  29  W.  Va.  751,  6  Am.  St.  Rep. 
676,  2  S.  E.  801;  DeJarnett  v.  Harper,  45 
Mo.  App.  415;  Barlow  v.  Kennedy,  17  Lower 
Can.  Jur.  253;  Bustamento  v.  Analla,  1  N. 
M.  255 ;  Shaw  v.  Nachtwey,  43  Iowa,  663. 

The  welfare  of  the  child  should  govern 
the  court. 

15  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  187;  Hib- 
bette V.  Baines,  supra;  State  ex  rel.  Jjcls- 
serre  v.  Michel,  106  La.  741,  64  L.R.A.  929, 
30  So.  122;  Anderson  v.  Young,  64  S.  C. 
392, -44  L.R.A.  277,  32  S.  E.  448;  Brown  v. 
RoberUon,  76  S.  C.  151,  9  L.RA.(N.S.) 
1173,  66  S.  E.  786;  Ex  parte  Schumpert,  6 
Rich.  L.  346;  Ex  parte  Williams,  11  Rich. 
L.  459;  Re  Kottman,-2  Hill,  L.  363,  27  Am. 
Dec.  390;  Ex  parte  Davidge,  72  S.  C.  23, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


51  8.  E.  269;  Ex  parte  Reynolds,  73  S.  C. 
302,  114  Am.  St.  Rep.  86,  63  S.  E.  490; 
Stingfellow  v.  Somerville,  95  Va.  701,  40' 
L.R.A.  623,  29  S.  E.  685;  Jones  v.  Bowman,. 
13  Wyo.  79,  67  LJLA.  860,  77  Pac.  439; 
Lally  V.  FitzHenry,  86  Iowa,  49,  16  LJI.A. 
681,  51  N.  W.  1156. 

A  father  has  no  absolute  right  to  a  minor 
child,  which  he  can  transmit  to  another  t» 
the  detriment  of  the  child. 

Kelsey  v.  Green,  69  Conn.  291,  38  L.RA. 
471,  37  Atl.  679;  State  ex  reL  Lasserre  v. 
Michel,  supra;  Nugent  v.  Powell,  4  Wyo. 
173,  20  Lit.A.  199,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  17,  33. 
Pac.  23. 

The  contract  is  not  aided  by  the  fact  that 
the  policy  of  the. law  of  South  Carolina  is 
favorable  to  the  transfer  of  the  custody  of 
infants  to  strangers  in  certain  cases,  as 
evidenced  by  the  statutes  respecting  adop- 
tions and  apprenticeship,  as  such  statutes 
are  in  derogation  of  the  common  law,  and 
must  be  strictly  complied  with. 

Com.  ex  rel.  Murray  v.  Moore,  1  Ashm> 
(Pa.)  123;  Respublica  v.  Keppele,  2  Dall. 
197,  1  L.  ed.  347;  Brown  v.  Barry,  3  Dall. 
365,  1  L.  ed.  638. 

Whatever  right  the  father  has  to  the  cus- 
tody of  his  infant  child  depends  upon,  and 
grows  out  of,  the  duties  which  he  owes  that 
child,  and  the  law  only  recognizes  such  right 
as  a  means  of  enforcing  such  obligations. 

Com.  ex  rel.  Gilkeson  v.  Gilkeson,  6  Clark 
(Pa.)  30;  Dumain  v.  Gwynne,  10  Allen,  270; 
Heinmann's  Appeal,  96  Pa.  112,  42  Am.  Rep>. 
632. 

The  deed  is  a  nullity,  and  takes  effect 
in  futwro  and  at  the  death  of  the  grantor. 

Anderson  v.  Toung,  64  8.  C.  388,  44 
L.R.A.  277,  32  S.  E.  448;  Reeve,  Dom.  Rel. 
4th  ed.  p.  390;  Balch  v.  Smith,  12  N.  H. 
437;  Thomas  v.  Williams,  9  Fla.  295;  Weir 
V.  Marley,  supra. 

The  mother  has  a  superior  right  over  th* 
father  to  the  custody  of  the  child. 

Com.  V.  Addicks,  6  Binn.  520. 

Conceding  that  the  primary  object  is  the- 
interest  of  the  children,  the  presumption  of 
law  is  that  their  interest  is  to  be  in  th» 
custody  of  the  mother. 

Brown  v.  Robinson,  76  S.  C.  153,  9  L.RJ^. 
(N.S.)  1173,  66  8.  E.  786;  Anderson  v. 
Young,  54  S.  C.  392,  44  LJI.A.  277,  32  8. 
E.  448;  Ex  parte  Schumpert;  Ex  parte 
Williams;  Re  Kottman;  Ex  parte  Davidge; 
and  Ex  parte  Reynolds, — supra. 

Mr.  3.  William  Ttaarmond,  for  respond- 
ents: 

For  construction  of  similar  statutes  see- 
Re  Kellogg,  187  N.  Y.  356,13  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
289,  80  N.  E.  207;  Ingalls  v.  Campbell,  18 
Or.  461,  24  Pac.  904;  Teynham  v.  Lennard, 
4  Bro.  P.  C.  302;  Davis  v.  McCaffrey,  21 
Grant,  Ch.   (U.  C.)  554;  Mauro  v.  Ritchie.. 
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3  Cnuich,  C.  C.  147,  Fed.  Caa.  Ko.  9,312; 
Balch  V.  Smith,  12  N.  H.  437;  Copp  v.  Copp, 
20  N.  H.  284;  Re  Van  Houten,  3  N.  J.  Eq. 
220,  29  Am.  Dec.  707;  Com.  ex  rel.  Hamil- 
ton T.'Hiimilton.  1  Pittab.  412:  BentlTT. Ter- 
ry, 69  Ga.  565,  27  Am.  Rep.  400;  Re  Murphy, 
12  How.  Pr.  615 ;  State  v.  Barney,  14  R.  I.  63 ; 
Fitzgerald  t.  Fitzgerald,  24  Hun,  370;  Lord 
V.  Hough,  37  Cal.  662;  Quigley  v.  Murphy,  4 
Ohio  N.  P.  1 ;  Rameay  v.  Thompson,  71  Md. 
318,  6  L.R.A.  706,  18  Atl.  692;  Carter  v. 
Brett,  116  Ga.  114,  42  S.  E.  348;  Austin  v. 
M'Cluney,  6  Strobh.  L.  107;  State  ex  rel. 
Neider  v.  Reuff,  29  W.  Va.  781,  6  Am.  St. 
Rep.  682,  2  S.  E.  801;  Moore  v.  Christian, 
66  Miss.  408,  31  Am.  Rep.  376;  Hutson  t. 
Townsend,  6  Rich.  £q.  251. 

Woods,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Mrs.  Lucy  Dugas  Tillman,  the  mother  of 
the  infants,  Douschka  Pickens  Tillman  and 
Sara  Stark  Tillman,  filed  her  petition  in 
this  court,  on  the  24th  day  of  January, 
1910,  praying  that  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
be  issued,  to  the  end  that  her  children  be 
released  from  the  alleged  unlawful  restraint 
of  the  respondents,  Hon.  Benjamin  R.  Till- 
man and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  S.  Tillman, 
and  that  they  be  turned  over  to  her  custody, 
care,  and  training.  The  petitioner  alleges 
her  marriage  with  B.  R.  Tillman,  Jr.,  the 
son  of  respondents,  the  hirth  of  the  two 
children,  one  being  now  five  and  the  other 
two  years  of  age;  the  intemperate  habit* 
«f  her  husband,  and  such  unjust  and  cruel 
attacks  on  her  character  by  him  that  she 
was  forced  to  leave  him  on  November  23, 
1908;  her  subsequent  reconciliation  with 
him  in  February,  1909,  on  the  faith  of  his 
retraction  of  the  charge  against  her,  and  of 
his  contrition  and  promise  of  reform;  her 
husband's  taking  the  children  with  her  con- 
cent from  the  family  residence  in  Washing- 
ton for  the  purpose,  as  expressed  to  her,  of 
having  them  visit  their  grandmother,  Mrs. 
Sarah  S.  Tillman,  who  was  then  in  Wash- 
ington; the  return  of  her  husband  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day,  without  the 
children,  his  explanation  being  that  he  had 
given  them  to  his  father  and  mother,  who 
had  taken  them  to  South  Carolina;  her  hus- 
band's departure  from  their  residence  im- 
mediately after  making  this  statement,  his 
taking  with  him  his  valise,  and  his  declara- 
tion of  his  intention  to  desert  her;  the  ex- 
-ecution  of  a  deed  by  the  father,  B.  R.  Till- 
man, Jr.,  without  her  consent,  and  without 
consultation  with  her,  by  which  he  under- 
took to  transfer  the  custody  and  care  of  the 
«hildren,  during  their  minority,  to  his  par- 
«nts,  the  respondents,  B.  R.  Tillman,  Sr., 
and  Mrs.  Sarah  S.  Tillman.  The  petitioner 
further  alleges  that  she  is  fully  qualir.od  to 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


have  the  custody  and  training  of  her  chil- 
dren, and  is  possessed  of  ample  means  for 
their  maintenance  and  education,  and  insists 
that,  under  the  facts  stated,  she  is  entitled 
to  their  custody  and  care.  On  this  petition, 
to  which  were  attached  nnmaroiu  affidavits 
in  support  of  its  allegations,  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  was  issued  requiring  the  re- 
spondents to  bring  the  infants  before  the 
court,  and  show  cause  why  they  should  not 
be  released  from  their  custody,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  the  petitioner. 
Thereafter,  on  the  31st  day  of  January,  the 
respondents  brought  the  children  before  the 
court,  and  submitted  their  written  return 
to  the  writ,  by  which  they  claimed  the  right 
to  retain  the  custody  of  the  children  on 
these  grounds:  First,  that  B.  R.  Tillman, 
Jr.,  the  father  of  the  children,  executed  to 
them,  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1909,  a 
deed  disposing  of  the  custody  and  tuition 
of  the  children,  in  accordance  with  the  stat- 
ute law  of  the  state,  and  that  they  are 
suitable  and  proper  persons  to  have  the  cus- 
tody and  tuition;  second,  that  "at  the  com- 
mon law  the  deed  disposing  of  the  custody 
and  tuition  of  said  children,  being  without 
prejudice  to  the  children,  would  be  good  and 
valid  during  the  lifetime  of  the  said  B.  R. 
Tillman,  Jr.,  and,  being  alive,  this  proceed- 
ing is  premature;"  third,  that  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  custody  of  the  children  by  the 
father  is  for  their  best  interests,  and  the 
court,  for  that  reason,  should  not  deliver 
them  to  their  mother. 

The  deed  from  the  father,  B.  R.  Tillman, 
Jr.,  to  the  respondents,  purports  to  dispose 
absolutely  of  the  custody  of  the  children 
during  their  minority;  and  the  first  inquiry 
is:  Does  the  statute  law  of  the  state  au- 
thorize such  disposition,  in  the  sense  that 
it  confers  on  the  father  the  arbitrary  power 
to  dispose  of  his  child,  thus  taking  away 
the  right  of  the  mother  and  the  child  to 
judicial  inquiry  and  adjudication  as  to  their 
proper  custody,  and  destroying  the  long- 
recognized  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  to  ad- 
judge the  custody  of  minors,  according  to 
established  family  rights!  If  the  general 
assembly  has  passed  a  constitutional  act 
bestowing  such  absolute  power  on  the 
father,  the  deed  introduced  is  conclusive  of 
the  controversy.  The  statute  under  which 
the  deed  was  made  ia  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing sections  of  the  Civil  Code  of  1902: 

"See.  2689.  The  father  of  any  child  or 
children  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  yean 
and  not  married,  whether  bom  before  or 
after  the  death  of  such  father,  or  the  mother 
of  any  such  child  or  children,  the  father  be- 
ing dead,  whether  such  father  or  mother  be 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or  of  full 
epre,  may,  by  his  or  her  deed  executed  and 
recorded  according  to  law,  or  by  his  or  her 
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last  will  and  testament  nude  and  probated 
accurdiug  to  law,  dispose  of  the  custody  and 
tuition  of  such  child  or  children  for  and 
during  such  time  as  he,  she,  or  they  re- 
spectively remain  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  to  any  person  or  persona  in  pos- 
session or  remainder. 

"Sec  2690.  Such  dispoeition  of  the  custo- 
dy of  such  child  or  children  shall  be  good 
and  effectual  against  all  and  every  person 
or  persons  claiming  the  custody  of  such 
child  or  children,  as  guardian  in  socage  or 
otherwise." 

On  behalf  of  the  petitioner,  it  is  contended 
that  the  statute  should  be  construed  to  con- 
fer on  the  father  the  right  to  dispose  of  the 
custody  of  his  children  only  after  his  own 
death.  This  position  is  untenable.  It  is 
true  that  Stat.  12,  Car.  II.  chap.  24,  adopted 


Stat,  at  L.  p.  707),  clearly  limited  such 
power  to  the  disposed  of  the  custody  of  his 
minor  children  to  take  effect  only  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  But  this  first  statute 
was  entirely  repealed  by  Rev.  Stat.  1873, 
chap.  101,  §  12,  and  a  statute  containing 
the  sections  above  quoted  (except  the 
amendment  of  1887  [Laws  1887,  p.  791] 
providing  for  disposition  by  deed  or  will  by 
the  mother,  the  father  being  dead)  was 
enacted  at  the  same  time,  not  as  an  amend- 
ment, but  as  a  separate  statute.    When  so 


sent  of  the  wife,  or  had  expired  by  reason 
of  its  own  limitation.  The  argument  fails, 
because  the  first  agreement  was  made  in 
view  of  the  then  existing  separation  of  the 
husband  and  wife,  and  there  was  afterward 
a  reconciliation.  Any  agreement  made  in 
contemplation  of  broken  family  ties,  and 
providing  for  the  continuation  of  the  breach, 
was  annulled  by  the  reconciliation  and  the 
renewal  of  the  united  family  life. 

This  brings  us  to  the  inquiry:  What  is 
the  extent  of  the  power  of  disposition  con- 
ferred on  the  father  T  Did  the  general  as- 
sembly intend  to  confer  arbitrary  power, 
regardless  of  the  rights  and  welfare  of  the 
children,  and  of  the  family  rights  of  the 
mother?  Or,  did  it  intend  to  confer  upon 
him  the  power  to  transfer  only  such  rights 
as  he  himself  had  at  the  date  of  the  deed. 


in   this  state  without  change  in   1748    (3    without  infringing  upon  the  rights  of  the 


children  to  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  their 
mother,  and  the  right  of  the  mother  to  have 
their  custody,  in  case  the  father  had  by  his 
conduct  forfeited  his  right? 

We  think  the  proposition  capable  of  dem- 
onstration that,  if  the  act  is  to  be  construed 
as  conferring  arbitrary  power  on  the  father, 
it  is  violative  of  constitutional  rights.  The 
Constitution  of  this  state  provides:  '^he 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  this 
state  and  of  the  United  States  under  this 
Constitution  shall  not  be  abridged,  nor  shall 


enacted,  it  was  placed  under  the  general  any  person  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or 
head  "Guardian  and  Ward"  and  under  the  property  without  due  process  of  law,  nor 
subhead  "Minors." 


The  words  limiting  the 
application  of  the  law  to  the  custody  of 
the  children  after  the  death  of  the  father 
were  omitted  from  the  new  statute,  and  the 
omission  clearly  signifies  the  intention  not 
to  limit  the  power  of  disposition  which  it 
conferred  on  the  father,  to  custody  after 
his  death.  The  fact  that  the  statute  was 
placed  in  the  Revised  Code  of  1882,  1892, 
and  1902,  under  the  head  "Testamentary 
Guardians,"  might  be  regarded  as  significant 
of  the  intention,  if  the  case  were  one  of  doubt- 
ful construction ;  but  the  place  assigned  to  a 
statute  in  the  Civil  Code  cannot  control  the 
plain  meaning  expressed  in  the  statute  it- 
self. It  is  therefore  manifest  that  whatever 
power  of  disposition  was  conferred  by  the 
act  on  the  father  extended  to  the  custody 
of  his  children  during  bis  life.' 

The  next  positicai  taken  on  behalf  of  the 
petitioner  is  that  the  deed  to  the  respond- 
ents could  have  no  effect,  because  there  was 
a  prior  outstanding  agreement  between  B.  R. 
Tillman,  Jr.,  and  his  wife,  acquiesced  in  by 
the  respondents,  which  provided  that,  durinir 
the  year  1909,  the  husband  and  wife  should 
alternately  have  the  custody  of  the  children. 
The  argument  is  that  the  first  agreement 
was  binding  on  the  husband  and  the  re- 
spondents until  it  had  been  revoked  by  con- 
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shall  any  person  be  denied  the  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  laws."  Article  1,  §  5.  The 
liberty  guaranteed  in  this  section,  and  in 
the  like  provision  of  the  14th  Amendment 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is 
thus  defined  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  in  Allgeyer  v.  Louisiana,  165 
U.  S.  578,  41  L.  ed.  832,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
427:  "The  liberty  mentioned  in  that 
Amendment  means  not  only  the  right  of 
the  citizen  to  be  free  from  the  mere  physi- 
cal restraint  of  his  person,  as  by  incarcera- 
tion, but  the  term  is  deemed  to  embrace  the 
right  of  the  citizen  to  be  free  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  his  faculties;  to  be  free  to  use 
them  in  all  lawful  ways;  to  live  and  work 
where  he  will;  to  earn  his  livelihood  by 
any  lawful  calling;  to  pursue  any  livelihood 
or  avocation,  and  for  that  purpose  to  enter 
into  all  contracts  which  may  be  proper." 

In  the  right  of  freedom  from  unlawful  re- 
straint is  embraced  the  right  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  those  privileges  and  immunities 
which  belong  to  the  citizen  of  a  free  coun- 
try. These  privileges  and  immunities  are 
from  their  nature  incapable  of  limitation  by 
exact  definition.  For  the  purposes  of  this 
discussion  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  they 
clearly  embrace  family  rights;  that  is,  the 
right  of  parents  to  the  care  and  custody  of 
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their  children,  and  the  right  of  children  to 
receive  from  their  parents  maintenance  and 
care.  But  bejond  this  there  is  a  liberty  of 
children  above  the  control  of  their  parents, 
which  the  courts  of  England  and  this  coun- 
try have  always  enforced.  When  the  par- 
ent, in  asserting  his  claim  to  the  custody 
of  his  child,  disregards  the  correlative  right 
of  the  child  to  care  and  maintenance  at  his 
hands,  it  is  universally  held  that  the  right 
of  the  parent  is  at  an  end,  and  the  child 
for  itself,  or  another  on  its  behalf,  may 
assert  the  custody  and  control  of  the  parent 
to  be  an  illegal  restraint  upon  its  liberty. 
This  liberty  of  the  child — the  right  to  be 
free  from  such  illegal  restraint  of  the  par- 
ent— ^the  Constitution  forbids  to  be  taken 
away,  except  by  due  process  of  law.  With- 
in the  protection  of  this  provision  of  the 
Constitution  falls  also  certain  rights  of  the 
parents  against  each  other,  with  respect  to 
the  custody  of  their  children.  The  father, 
being  charged  with  the  support  of  his  chil- 
dren, ordinarily  his  right  to  their  custody 
is  superior  to  that  of  the  mother,  but  when 
the  father  relinquishes  his  right  to  the  cus- 
tody, or  forfeits  it  by  his  conduct,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  mother,  under  her 
family  right,  is  entitled  to  the  care  and 
custody  of  her  children.  In  other  words,  as 
soon  as  the  father's  right  falls  away,  the 
mother's  right  immediately  takes  its  place, 
and  must  be  recognized  by  the  courts,  unless 
it  be  relinquished  or  forfeited.  The  rights 
of  the  father  and  mother  are  both  subject 
to  the  still  higher  right  of  the  child  to  have 
its  welfare  safeguarded.  It  seems  perfectly 
clear  that  the  general  assembly  cannot  em- 
power the  father,  at  his  own  will,  to  deprive 
the  mother  and  child  of  these  legal  rights 
so  long  established  as  elements  of  personal 
liberty. 

If  these  family  rights  of  the  mother  and 
children  were  not  held  to  be  within  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Constitution,  under  statutes 
like  this  the  father  could  exercise  a  tyranny 
revolting  to  all  sense  of  justice  and  concep- 
tions of  personal  liberty.  He  could  at  any 
moment  capriciously  break  up  his  family, 
take  all  his  infant  children  from  their 
mother  without  her  consent,  and  bestow 
them  upon  strangers,  and  the  courts  would 
be  powerless  to  give  any  relief,  though 
manifestly  such  a  course  of  conduct  would 
itself  be  plenary  proof  of  relinquishment  of 
the  duties  of  the  parental  office.  The  argu- 
ment comes  to  this:  The  guaranty  of  per- 
sonal liberty  expressed  in  the  Constitution 
means,  above  all  else,  that  no  human  being 
under  the  protection  of  the  Constitution  can 
be  placed  under  subjection  to  the  arbitrary 
power  of  disposition  and  control  of  any 
other  human  being.  True,  it  has  been  often 
held  that  the  legislature  may  by  statute 
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empower  a  guardian  to  sell  the  property  of 
his  ward  without  legal  process,  but  this  can 
be  done  only  for  a  purpose  connected  with 
the  convenience  or  necessity  of  the  child  as 
the  owner.  It  is  too  obvious  for  discussion 
that  a  valid  legislative  enactment  could  not 
be  made  that  a  guardian  or  a  parent  should 
determine  the  right  of  property  when  he 
had  set  up  a  claim  adverse  to  the  minor. 
So,  likewise,  the  legislature  cannot  provide 
that  the  father  shall  make  final  disposition 
of  the  child's  custody,  and  thus  settle  an 
issue  contested  with  him  in  his  own  favor. 

When  such  arbitrary  power  is  asserted 
under  a  legislative  act,  or  otherwise,  the 
person  aggrieved  is  entitled  to  judicial  in- 
quiry into  the  cause  of  the  detention.  After 
setting  out  the  rights  of  parents  as  to  the 
custody  and  restraint  of  children,  and  the 
restraints  incident  to  some  other  legal  rela- 
tions. Judge  Cooley  says:  "These,  then,  are 
the  legal  restraints  upon  personal  liberty. 
For  any  other  restraint,  or  for  any  abuse 
of  the  legal  rights  which  have  been  specified, 
the  party  restrained  is  entitled  to  imme- 
diate process  from  the  courts  and  to  spcody 
relief."  Cooley,  Const.  Ijm.  422.  Without 
pausing  to  apply  the  comprehensive  defini- 
tion of  due  process  of  law  laid  down  in 
Turpin  v.  Lemon,  187  U.  S.  51,  47  L.  ed. 
70,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  20,  it  is  sufficient  to 
say  here  that  it  is  universally  understood 
that  on  the  issue  of  custody — deprivation 
of  liberty  or  illegal  restraint  of  children — 
due  process  of  law  requires  judicial  investi- 
gation and  determination  of  the  rights  of 
parents  and  children  under  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  or  by  an  appropriate  proceeding  in 
the  court  of,  equity.  Prather  v.  Prather,  4 
Desauss.  Eq.  33;  Ex  parte  Schumpert,  6 
Rich.  L.  346;  Ex  parte  Hewitt,  11  Rich.  L. 
326;  Ex  parte  Williams,  11  Rich.  L.  452; 
Ex  parte  Reed,  19  S.  C.  604;  Anderson  v. 
Young,  54  S.  C.  388,  44  L.R.A.  277,  32  S. 
E.  448;  Ex  parte  Savidge,  72  S.  C.  16.  51 
S.  E.  269;  Ex  parte  Reynolds,  73  S.  C.  296, 
114  Am.  St.  Rep.  86,  53  S.  E.  490,  6  A. 
&  E.  Ann.  Cas.  936;  Brown  v.  Robertson, 
76  S.  C.  151,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1173,  56  S.  E. 
786;  Ex  parte  Rembert,  82  S.  C.  336,  64 
S.  E.  150. 

There  is  another  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution fatal  to  the  statute,  regarded  as  an 
attempt  to  confer  upon  the  father  arbitrary 
power  to  grant  the  custody  of  his  children 
to  any  person  he  may  select.  The  Constitu- 
tion requires  that  the  legislative,  executive, 
and  judicial  departments  of  the  government 
shall  be  forever  separate  and  distinct  from 
each  other.  Article  1,  §  14.  The  same  pro- 
vision was  in  the  Constitution  in  force  when 
the  statute  under  consideration  was  passed. 
The  question  of  the  custody  of  minors  and 
their  illegal  restraiht  has  always  been  rec- 
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ognized  as  •  judicial  question  to  be  deter- 
mined bjr  the  courts.  Pom.  Eq.  §  1304. 
That  it  is  the  function  of  the  courts  to 
decide  issues  of  this  kind  has  been  held  in 
thitf  state  by  unbroken  authority  from  Re 
Kottmsn,  2  Hill,  L.  363,  27  Am.  Dec.  390,. 
and  Pratber  v.  Prather,  supra,  to  Ex  parte 
Rembert,  supra.  The  legislative  braqch  of 
the  government  is  denied  the  power  to  ex- 
ercise this  judicial  function,  or  to  confer  on 
a  father,  or  any  other  person,  the  right  to 
exercise  it.  In  accordance  with  this  view 
it  was  held  in  Ware  Shoals  Mfg.  Co.  v. 
Jones,  78  S.  C.  211,  58  S.  E.  811,  that  the 
general  assembly  could  not  take  away  the 
power  of  the  court  to  enjoin  a  threatened 
irreparable  injury  to  private  property,  un- 
less it  provided  some  other  adequate  judicial 
remedy. 

From  these  considerations  it  follows  that, 
if  the  act  under  .consideration  be  construed 
as  an  attempt  to  give  the  father  the  abso- 
lute right  to  dispose  of  the  custody  of  his 
children  by  deed  or  will,  it  must  be  held 
unconstitutional.  But  if  there  is  a  differ- 
ent construction  of  the  statute  which  can 
be  reasonably  given  not  inconsistent  with 
the  Constitution,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court 
to  adopt  it,  although  it  may  be  the  less 
natural  consti^uction ;  for  it  is  always  pre- 
sumed that  the  legislature  intends  a  stat- 
ute to  have  meaning  and  effect  consistent 
with  the  Constitution.  Ex  parte  Graham, 
13  Rich.  L.  277;  Hayes  v.  Clinkscales,  9  S. 
C.  441;  Cooley,  Ctmst.  Lim.  223;  26  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  694.  We  think  such  a 
construction  may  be  given  in  this  instance. 
While  the  father  cannot  be  empowered  to 
convey  away  the  rights  of  the  children  or  of 
the  mother  with  respect  to  their  custody, 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  general  assembly 
may  not  provide  that  his  deed  should  be 
binding  on  him.  The  result  of  this  con- 
struction of  the  act  would  be  to  give  effect, 
as  against  the  father  himself,  to  any  deed 
made  by  him  in  accordance  with  the  statute, 
so  that,  after  he  had  made  such  a  deed,  he 
could  not,  as  against  the  grantee,  demand 
back  the  custody  which  he  had  voluntarily 
relinquished.  Accordingly  the  validity  of 
the  statute,  to  this  extent,  was  recognized 
in  Ex  parte  Davidge,  72  S.  C.  23,  61  S.  E. 
269,  and  Ex  parte  Reynolds,  supra.  From 
these  considerations,  it  follows  that  the 
rights  of  the  children  and  their  mother,  the 
petitioner,  are  unaffected  by  the  deed  from 
B.  R.  Tillman,  Jr.,  to  the  respondents;  and 
hence  the  duty  devolves  on  the  court  to 
determine  whether  the  custody  of  the  chil- 
dren should  be  awarded  to  the  petitioner, 
their  mother,  or  to  the  respondents,  their 
grandparents. 

No  claim  is  made  by  the  father  to  the 
custody  of  his  children.  On  the  contrary,  in 
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his  deed  to  the  respondents,  he  expressly 
states,  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  making  it, 
that  he  does  not  wish  to  undertake  the 
responsibilities  of  rearing  them.  The  issue 
then  is  between  the  petitioner,  in  the  mater- 
nal right,  and  the  paternal  grandfather  and 
grandmother,  claiming  under  a  deed  from 
the  father,  and  allying  the  mother  to  be 
unfit  to  be  intrusted  with  the  rearing  of 
the  children.  In  the  decision  of  this  issue 
the  court  should  give  great,  if  not  conclu- 
sive, force  to  the  wishes  of  the  father  ex- 
pressed in  the  deed  intrusting  the  custody 
of  his  children  to  another  fitted  to  rear 
them,  if  the  family  relation  was  broken,  not 
by  his  own  fault,  but  by  the  fault  or  incom- 
petence of  the  mother.  '  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  family  relation  was  broken  by  the 
act  of  the  father  in  taking  the  children 
from  the  mother,  and  bestowing  them  on 
the  respondents  against  her  protest,  when 
there  was  not  on  her  part  such  improper 
conduct  or  incompetency  as  to  constitute 
a  just  reason  for  such  extreme  action,  then 
the  taking  away  of  the  children  and  the 
execution  of  a  deed  could  not  be  regarded 
other  than  acta  in  themselves  so  violative 
of  the  father's  obligation  to  both  mother 
and  children  as  to  call  for  the  interference 
of  the  court  on  their  behalf. 

This,  we  think,  presents  the  ultimate  is- 
sue in  the  controversy.  The  version  of  the 
petitioner  has  been  already  set  out.  The  re- 
spondents in  their  return  make  the  general 
charges  that  the  petitioner  has  always  been 
disrespectful  towards  her  husband,  and  im- 
placable in  her  dislike  of  his  family,  and 
they  show  that  this  dislike  extended  to  un- 
becoming expressions  of  her  antipathy  in  a 
letter  to  her  husband.  They  express  the 
opinion  that  the  former  intemperate  habits 
of  the  husband  were  due  to  his  unhappy 
marriage.  In  support  of  their  claim  that 
the  deed  was  justified,  and  that  they  should 
retain  the  custody  of  the  children,  they  in- 
troduce an  affidavit  of  B.  R.  Tillman,  Jr., 
intended  to  show  the  petitioner's  unfitness 
to  haye  charge  of  her  children.  In  this 
aflldavit  B.  R.  Tillman,  Jr.,  admits  the 
faults  attributed  to  him  by  his  wife,  their 
separation,  his  own  contrition,  and  their 
subsequent  reconciliation,  averring,  however, 
that  he  has  entirely  given  up  the  use  of 
intoxicants.  He  says  that  he  was  con- 
strained to  give  the  custody  of  his  children 
to  his  father  and  mother,  because  of  the  un- 
fitness of  his  wife  to  rear  them,  in  that  she 
was  selfish,  had  taught  his  children  to  hate 
his  family,  was  arrogant  towards  him,  show- 
ing a  disposition  to  consider  him  and  his 
family  beneath  her,  and  in  that  she  had  very 
little  education,  and  "she  had  expressed 
ideas  upon  the  most  sacred  relations  of  life 
which  were  absolutely  contrary  to  the  best 
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interests  of  any  home,  and  onder  which  no 
child  could  be  properly  raised."  He  further 
avers  that  be  sent  the  children  away  with 
his  mother,  after  his  wife  had  angrily  re- 
fused permission  that  they  should  go  and 
remain  until  she  had  recovered  her  strength 
after  the  illness  from  which  she  was  then 
suffering.  His  accotint  of  the  separation 
conflicts  with  that  of  the  petitioner  in  that 
he  avers  that,  after  he  had  sent  the  chil- 
dren away  without  her  consent,  she  left 
their  apartments  and  refused  to  communi- 
cate with  him  until  the  children  should  be 
returned.  He  admits  that  he  made  -the 
deed  attempting  to  permanently  deprive 
her  of  them  against  her  bitter  opposition. 

Most  of  the  mat'ters  alleged  against  the 
petitioner  rest  on  opinion.  A  mother's  lack 
of  education  and  her  faults  of  disposition, 
even  though  they  be  somewhat  trying  and 
unusual,  do  not  warrant  the  father  in 
wresting*  her  'Children  from  her.  Little  can 
be  inferred  from  the  antagonism  between 
the  wife  and  the  relatives  of  the  btuband. 
Such  antipathy  often  results  from  lack  of 
congeniality  and  difference  in  aspirations 
and  ideals,  when  on  both  sides  there  is  real 
goodness  and  worth.  The  petitioner  has  not 
shown  herself  to  be  faultless;  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly no  favor  to  her  and  no  wrong  to  her 
husband  or  the  respondents,  to  judge  of  her 
fitness  to  have  the  custody  of  her  children 
by  the  letters  of  her  husband  written  a  few 
days  before  the  children  were  carried  away. 
In  these  letters,  nmning  from  November  2, 
1909,  to  November  9,  1909,  he  expresses  the 
deepest  affection  for  her,  uttering  no  com- 
plaint against  her,  but  blaming  himself  for 
their  past  differences,  and  telling  her  that 
his  love  for  her  is  redeeming  him.  He 
writes  of  attending  to  her  buliness  affairs 
in  Edgefield,  and  sending  silver  and  furni- 
ture for  family  use  in  Washington,  thus  in- 
dicating his  intention  to  maintain  his  home 
with  her  and  the  children.  We  are  unable 
to  find  evidence  of  anything  done  by  the 
petitioner  after  these  letters  were  written, 
warranting  a  change  in  her  husband's  es- 
timate of  her.  In  consonance  with  these 
letters  of  her  husband,  scores  of  the  peti- 
tioner's neighbors  and  associates,  who  were 
qualified  to  judge,  submit  affidavits  to  the 
effect  that  she  is  a  woman  of  high  cliar- 
acter,  and  eminently  qualified  in  all  respects 
to  rear  and  maintain  her  children. 

We  shall  not  undertake  to  pass  on  the 
differences  between  the  statements  of  the 
husband  and  wife  of  the  trouble  which  led 
to  the  separation.  We  think  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  husband  brought  it  on 
by  sending  the  children  away,  and  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  the 
wife  justifying  the  inference  that  she  had 
forfeited  her  right  to  be  with  and  care  for 
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her  children,  or  showing  her  to  be  incompe- 
tent or  unfit  for  maternal  duties.  Her  right 
to  the  privilege  of  having  her  children  is 
greatly  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the 
children  are  girls  of  very  tender  years. 
Even  in  an  issue  between  the  father  and 
mother,  the  court  will  usually  grant  such 
children  to  the  custody  of  the  mother,  un- 
less there  are  strong  reasons  against  doing 
so.  Ex  parte  Hewitt,  supra.  It  is  also  an 
important  consideration  that,  while  the  re- 
spondents would,  no  doubt,  care  for  these 
children  with  intelligence  and  tender  solici- 
tude, they  are  somewhat  advanced  in  yean, 
and  probably  will  not  live  to  see  the  chil- 
dren reach  maturity.  More  important  still 
is  the  consideration  that  the  children,  in 
the  care  of  the  mother,  may  touch  and  soft- 
en the  hearts  of  both  husband  and  wife, 
quicken  in  both  the  sense  of  love  and  duty, 
and  bring  about  a  reconciliation  and  a  re- 
newal of  family  life.  With  respect  to  the 
apprehension  expressed  that  by  divorce  or 
marriage,  or  otherwise,  the  welfare  of  the 
children  may  be  imperiled  in  the  future, 
it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  judgment  now 
rendered  does  not  prevent  this,  or  any  other 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  this 
state  or  elsewhere,  from  changing  the  cus- 
tody of  the  children,  upon  proof  of  such 
material  change  of  conditions  as  to  make 
such  a  step  proper. 

The  conclusion  oi  this  court  is  that  the 
children,  Douschka  Pickens  Tillman  and  Sa- 
ra Stark  Tillman,  are  in  the  lulawful  cus- 
tody of  the  respondents,  B.  R.  Tillman,  Sr., 
and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  S.  Tillman,  and 
that  the  petitioner,  Mrs.  Lucy  Dugas  Till- 
man, is  entitled  to  their  custody. 

It  is  therefore  ordered  and  adjudged  that 
the  respondents,  B.  R.  Tillman,  Sr.,  and  his 
wife,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Tillman,  deliver  up  the  chil- 
dren to  the  petitioner,  Mrs.  Lacy  Dugas 
Tillman,  and  that  she  have  and  retain  the 
custody  of  them  during  their  minority,  or 
until  it  be  otherwise  adjudged. 
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ILA.  B.  MITCHELL  et  aL,  Plffs.  in  Err^ 

▼. 

MALINDA  PENNt. 

'(—  W.  V«.  — ,  66  S.  B.  1003.) 

OnmrdtonAlp  —  settlenoient  —  aaavrnp- 
slt^  right  of  ward. 

1.  On  the  termination  of  a  guardianship 
without  a  settlement  of  the  guardian's  ac- 
counts, and  ascertainment  of  the  amount 
due  from  him,  in  some  appropriate  : 
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an  action  of  assumpsit  cannot  be  invokej 

by  the  ward  to  eniorce  settlement  of  the 

accounts  and   payment  of  the  amount  re 

maining  in  the  guardian's  hands. 

Ouardian  and  ward  —  existence  of  re- 
lation. 
2.  For   the   purposes   of   settlement,   the 

vnardianship  is  deemed  to  cwntinue  aiter  it 

has  in  law  ceased. 

(January  25,  1010.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Hancock 
County  to  review  a  judgment  in  de- 
fendant's favor  in  an  action  of  assumpsit 
brought  to  recover  certain  moneys  alleged  to 
be  due  plaintiff  Ila  B.  Mitchell  as  ward  of 
Malinda  Penny.     AfSrmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 


Messrs.  O.  S.  Marshall  and  John  Ma» 
sliall  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 
Mr.  £.  A.  Hart  for  defendant  in  error. 

Poffonbarger,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

In  an  action  of  assumpsit  brought  by  Ila 
B.  Mitchell  and  George  Mitchell,  her  hus- 
band, against  Malinda  Penny,  for  the  re- 
covery of  money  due  from  the  defendant  to 
the  female  plaintiff,  the  circuit  court  of 
Hancock  county,  deeming  the  evidence  of- 
fered and  adduced  variant  from  the  declara- 
tion, and  the  remedy  inappropriate,  refused 
to  admit  the  evidence  offered,  and  directed 
a  verdict,  and  gave  judgment,  for  the  de- 
fendant. 

The  declaration  contains  only  the  common 


Note.  —  Right  of  toard  to  maintain  ac- 
tion at  law  against  guardian  for  guar- 
dianship funds,  after  tejtnlnation  of 
guardianship,  but  before  aettletnent 
of  account. 

It  is  not  intended  to  include  in  this  note 
cases  involving  the  right  of  a  ward  to  main- 
tain an  action  at  law  upon  a  guardian's 
bond,  either  against  the  guardian  or  his 
sureties. 

Common-law  action  of  account. 

As  pointed  out  in  Mitchkix  v.  Pennt, 
at  common  law  a  ward,  upon  attaining  his 
majority,  had  a  right  of  action  for  an  ac- 
count against  his  guardian  to  recover  guard- 
ianship funds,  lliis  action  was.  however, 
not  to  determine  the  amount  due  the  ward, 
but  merely  to  secure  an  order  of  account, 
and,  if  such  order  was  made,  the  cause  was 
then  referred  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
account.  2  Kent,  Com.  239;  Heilman  v. 
Martin,  2  Ark.  158;  Davenport  v.  Olmstead, 
43  Conn.  67 ;  Pickering  v.  De  Rochemont,  45 
N.  H.  67.  And  while  in  most  jurisdictions 
this  common-law  action  of  account  is  no 
longer  in  use,  in  other  jurisdictions  it  may 
still  be  resorted  to  by  a  ward,  after  attain- 
ing majority,  to  recover  from  the  guardian 
guardianship  'funds. 

Thus,  in  Davenport  v.  Olmstead,  supra, 
the  court  said  that  at  common  law  a  court 
of  chancery  may  retain  jurisdiction  to  settle 
a  guardian's  account,  but  that,  in  that  state, 
an  action  of  account  would  lie,  and  the  ac- 
count must  be  settled  in  the  court  in  which 
the  action  was  brought. 

And  in  Green  v.  Johnson,  3  Gill.  &,  J.  390, 
approved  in  State  use  of  Henderson  v.  Hen- 
derson, 64  Md.  343,  the  court  said  that  the 
moment  a  ward  was  emancipated  from  the 
authority  of  his  guardian,  by  reaching  the 
age  prescribed  by  law,  his  cause  of  action 
was  complete;  that  the  relation  which  sub- 
sisted between  them  ceased  to  be  a  subsist- 
ing trust,  and  an  action  of  account  could  be 
immediately  instituted  in  a  court  of  law  in 
favor  of  the  ward. 

A  ward  cannot,  after  reaching  his  ma- 
jority, maintain  »  bill  in  equity  against  his 
26  L.£.A.(NJ3.) 


guardan  for  property  received  during  the 
guardianship,  as  he  has  a  full  and  com- 
plete remedy  by  the  common-law  action  of 
account.  Stannard  v.  Whittlesey,  9  Conn. 
S5(t 

Assumpsit. 

There  is  considerable  conflict  among  the 
decisions  as  to  whether  or  not  assumpsit  will 
lie  to  recover  guardianship  funds,  after  a 
ward  has  reached  his  majority  and  before 
an  accounting  has  been  had.  In  the  follow- 
ing cases  the  right  of  a  ward,  after  having 
reached  his  majority,  to  maintain  such  an 
action  to  recover  guardianship  funds,  was 
sustained:  Pickering  t.  De  Rochemont,  su- 
pra; Carpenter  v.  Soloman,  4  Tex.  App.  Civ. 
Cas.  (Willson)  62,  14  S.  W.  1074;  Stan- 
nard V.  Whittlesey,  supra ;  Lawson  v.  Davis, 
7  Gill,  345;  Ryan  v.  Gallman,  12  Rich.  L. 
332;  Green  v.  Johnson,  supra;  Zeideman 
v.  Molasky,  118  Mo.  App.  106,  «4  S.  W.  754; 
Johnson  v.  Smith,  27  Mo.  691. 

Compare  with  Garton  v.  Botts,  73  Mo. 
274,  which  does  not  cite  the  foregoing  Mis- 
souri cases,  but  reaches  a  conclusion  in 
conflict  with  the  doctrine  declared  therein, 
holding  that,  until  there  has  been  a  final 
accounting,  a  guardian  is  not  liable  to  an 
ordinary  action  for  money  had  and  received 
by  a  ward  emancipated  by  marriage  but 
that  resort  must  be  had  to  a  suit  on  his 
bond,  which  constituted  the  measure  and 
limit  of  his  liability. 

In  many  of  the  foregoing  cases  the  court 
sustained  the  right  of  a  ward  to  maintain 
assumpsit  under  such  circumstances,  on  tho 
theory  that  the  action  of  assumpsit  had 
supplanted  the  old  common-law  action  of 
account. 

Thus,  in  Pickering  v.  De  Rochemont,  the 
court  said  that  in  all  matters  of  account  the 
jurisdiction  of  equity  was  not  exclusive,  but 
was  concurrent  with  that  of  courts  of  com- 
mon law,  and  added:  "During  the  contin- 
uance of  a  guardianship,  that  is,  while  the 
relation  of  guardian  and  ward  continues,  no 
suit  at  law  could  be  maintained  by  the  ward 
against  the  guardian  in  relation  to  the  trust 
property,  but  his  remedy  must  ordinarily  be 
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counts,  and  the  plaintiffs  attempted  to  re- 
cover upon  it,  a  debt,  arising  out  of  a  fidu- 
ciary relation, '  formerly,  if  not  at  present, 
subsisting  between  the  defendant  and  the 
said  Ila  B.  Mitchell.  The  former  was  the 
widow,  and  the  latter  a  daughter  of  William 
G.  H.  Blackwell,  who  died  many  years  ago. 
After  his  death,  the  widow,  having  quali- 
fied as  guardian  for  her  children,  received 
government  pensions  for  them.  After  hav- 
ing so  qualified,  she  married  and  removed 
from  the  state.  What  disposition  she  made 
of  the  pension  money  is  not  very  clearly  in- 
dicated by  the  evidence,  but  it  seems  she 
expended  a  portion  thereof  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  family,  and  invested  some  of 
it  in  a  parcel  of  real  estate  for  some  of 
the  children.     A  small  farm  owned  by  her 


and  heavily  encumbered,  was  recently  sold 
by  £.  D.  Marshall,  trustee,  and  produced  a 
sum  considerably  more  than  the  lien  debt 
for  which  it  was  sold.  Claiming  S800 
due  her  from  her  mother  on  account  of  the 
pension  money  so  received,  Mrs.  Mitchell 
and  her  husband  brought  this  action,  and 
attached  the  surplus  proceeds  of  sale  of  the 
land  in  the  hands  of  the  trustee.  For  proof 
of  the  receipt  of  the  money  and  the  amount 
thereof,  the  plaintiffs  offered  a  statc'ment 
sworn  to  before  a  notary,  and  filed  in  some 
other  proceeding,  showing  the  condition  of 
the  guardian's  account,  disclosing  the  receipt 
of  $853.40  for  the  female  plaintiff  in  this 
action,  and  a  claim  of  credit  for  all  of  it 
but  $33.90.  As  indicated  by  the  court's 
observations  in  ruling  )ipon  this  evidence, 


in  equity.  The  same  is  generally  true  be- 
tween trustee  and  cestui  que  trust,  while 
that  relation  continues.  So  that,  unless 
some  legal  debt  has  been  created  between  the 
parties,  or  some  engagement  the  nonper- 
formance of  which  may  be  the  subject  of 
damages  at  law,  a'  court  of  equity  is  the 
only  tribunal  to  which  the  cestui  que  trust 
can  have  recourse  for  redress.  An  action 
at  law  for  money  had  and  received  will  not 
lie  against  a  trustee  while  the  trust  is 
still  open,  but  when  a  final  account  has 
been  stated  between  the  parties,  and  the 
trust  is  closed,  such  an  action  may  be  main- 
tained. .  .  .  So,  when  the  trust  is  exe- 
cuted, so  that  it  becomes  cognizable  at  law 
and  nothing  more  remains  to  be  done  by  the 
trustee,  the  parses  have  their  remedy  at 
law."  And  on  the  same  subject,  later  in 
the  opinion,  the  court  said  that  the  guard- 
ian was  liable  to  an  action  of  account  at 
common  law  by  the  infant  after  he  came  of 
age,  and  that  this  action  was  never  in  use 
ip  New  Hampshire,  but  assumpsit  upon  an 
account  stated  or  annexed  to  tne  writ  or 
upon  the  common  money  counts  was  used 
in  its  place. 

On  the  same  subject,  in  Zeideman  v.  Mo- 
lasky,  the  court  said:  "The  ward,  upon  at- 
taining majority,  may  maintain  an  action 
for  money  had  and  recehred  against  such 
guardian  for  the  moneys  of  the  ward  re- 
ceived by  the  guardian  during  the  period 
of  his  assuming  to  act  in  that  capacity. 
This  doctrine,  that  the  cestui  que  trust  can 
maintain  an  action  for  money  had  and  re- 
ceived against  the  trustee,  after  the  termi- 
nation of  the  trust  relation,  is  said  to  re- 
sult from  the  fact  that  the  action  for  money 
had  and  received  is  based  upon  principles 
of  equity.  .  .  .  The  rule  that  an  action 
for  money  had  and  received  can  be  main- 
tained by  the  cestui  que  trust  against  such 
guardian,  who  stands  as  trustee  to  him,  on 
an  unsettled  or  unascertained  account,  is 
somewhat  peculiar,  and  not  exactly  conso- 
nant with  the  general  doctrine  pertaining  to 
the  trust  relation,  yet,  in  a  case  involving 
a  guardianship  de  son  tort,  and  on  this  ques- 
tion in  point  here,  it  waa  decided  by  our 
supreme  court  that  action  for  money  had 
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and  received  was  a  proper  remedy,  and,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  this  authority  is  con- 
trolling on  this  court." 

And  in  Ryan  v.  Gallman,  the  court  re- 
marked that  it  was  very  true  that  a  guar- 
dian was  generally  only  accountable  in 
equity,  and  could  not  be  made  answerable 
at  law  until  an  accounting  was  had  and 
the  sum  fixed  with  which  he  was  chargeable, 
and  added:  "But  although  this  is  the  gen- 
eral rule  on  the  accounts  of  a  guardian,  it 
by  no  means  follows  that  this  exempts  him 
from  every  action  at  law.  If  he  had  specific 
property  belonging  to  his  ward,  and  sold 
the  same  without  authority,  it  is  then  en- 
tirely optional  with  the  ward,  on  attaining 
to  full  age,  whether  he  will  charge  him,  on 
an  account  in  equity,  with  the  proceeds; 
or  pursue  him  at  law  with  an  action  of 
trover  for  the  value  of  the  property;  or,  if 
he  be  dead,  charge  his  executors  with  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale,  in  an  action  of  assump- 
sit." 

But  in  Linton  v.  Walker,  8  Fla.  144,  71 
Am.  Dec.  IDS,  the  right  of  a  ward  to  main- 
tain assumpsit  against  his  guardian  to  re- 
cover guardianship  funds,  after  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority,  was  denied.  The  court 
reasoned,  as  did  the  court  in  MrrciiEix  v. 
Penny,  that  an  action  of  assumpsit  was  not 
a  substitute  for  the  old  common-law  action 
of  account,  to  which  a  ward  might  resort, 
and  declared  that  the  general  doctrine  that, 
where  a  man  receives  several  sums  of  money 
on  the  account  of  another,  he  may  bring  as- 
sumpsit or  debt,  or  he  may  have  an  action 
of  account,  did  not  authorize  an  action  of 
assumpsit  by  a  ward  as  a  substitute  for  the 
old  common-law  action  of  account.  On  this 
point,  and  in  holding  that  the  action  of  as- 
sumpsit was  not  a  substitute  for  the  action 
of  account,  the  court  said :  "The  action  of 
assumpsit  is  so  unsuited  to  cases  of  this 
nature,  as  to  require  a  very  strong  authority 
to  induce  the  belief  that  it  is  applicable  to 
them.  In  the  trial  by  the  action  of  account, 
the  judgment  is  that  defendant  makes  an 
account  as  guardian.  There  is  none  such 
in  assumpsit;  and  the  matters  depending  be- 
tween the  parties  are  obviously  of  a  nature 
to   require   an    account,   being   such   aa   is 
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it  waa  rejected,  under  the  impresBion  that, 
as  it  showed  the  money  had  been  received 
in  the  capacity  of  guardian,  the  enforcement 
of  payment  thereof  to  the  ward  la  within 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  equity 
eourts,  or,  at  least,  not  cognizable  in  as- 
sumpsit. To  sustain  the  action  of  the  court, 
the  attorney  for  the  defendant  in  error  sets 
np  in  his  brief  misjainer  of  parties  plaintiff, 
insisting  that,  if  the  evidence  proves  any 
right  of  recovery,  it  is  a  sole  right  in  the 
wife,  and  not  s  joint  right  of  action  in  her 
and  her  husband. 

First  disposing  of  the  last  objection,  we 
hold  it  untenable,  under  the  rulings  in 
Normile  v.  Wheeling  Traction  Co.  67  W.  Va. 
132,  88  L.R.A.  901,  49  S.  E.  1030,  and  Clay 
V.  St  Albans,  43  W.  Va.  539,  64  Am.  St. 


Rep.  883,  27  S.  E.  368,  declaring  the  hus- 
band may  join  the  wife  as  plaintiff  in  ac- 
tions concerning  her  separate  estate.  The 
declaration  sets  forth  no  joint  right  of  ac- 
tion, nor  any  at  all  in  the  husband.  His 
joinder  is  a  mere  formal  matter. 

The  authorities  relied  upon  for  appropri- 
ateness of  the  remedy  do  not  sustain  it.  In 
a  sense,  assumpsit  is  an  equitable  remedy, 
but  it  always  sotmds  in  damages,  and  no 
authority  goes  so  far  as  to  make  it  a  sub- 
stitute for  remedies  in  equity.  We  do  not 
say  whether,  after  the  termination  of  the 
guardianship  and  settlement  of  the  account 
in  some  proper  way,  the  ward  could  invoke 
this  remedy  against  his  former  guardian. 
There  may  be  authority  for  this,  but  we 
have  been  unable  to  find  any  justifying  its 


usually  settled  by  a  judge  of  probate  for 
sums  paid  for  boarding,  schooling,  clothing, 
physician's  bills,  hire  of  negroes,  paying 
taxes,  etc.,  all  requiring  nice  and  careful  cal- 
culation and  the  patience  of  days  to  compre- 
hend and  adjust  with  reasonable  certainty. 
In  this  case,  the  account  of  Linton  may  be 
of  this  very  character,  ranging  over  a  period 
of  five  years.  If  he  is  entitled  to  such  pay- 
ments and  credits  as  are  usually  allowed, 
then  there  should  be  such  an  account.  To 
submit  a  case  of  such  character,  with  its  nu- 
merous items,  to  a  jury,  with  a  reasonable 
hope  of  attaining  a  certain  and  just  result, 
would  scarcely  be  wise  or  proper.  Hence  it 
is  we  see  the  provision  for  the  action  of 
account  with  auditors,  and  a  court  of  chan- 
cery with  its  master.  We  perceive,  also, 
that  the  action  of  assumpsit  does  not  lie. 
and  may  not  be  maintained  by  a  ward 
against   a  guardian." 

Money  received  by  a  defendant  as  guard- 
ian for  a  minor  for  real  estate  of  the  minor. 
«old  under  a  license  of  the  probate  court 
authorizing  the  guardian  to  sell  the  same, 
and  invest  the  proceeds  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  minor,  cannot  be  recovered 
by  him  in  an  action  of  assumpsit  against 
the  guardian,  on  the  ward's  coming  of  age. 
Brooks  T.  Brooks,  11  Cush.  18. 

A  ward  cannot  maintain  indebitatus  a«- 
aumpgit  for  work  and  labor  performed  by 
him  during  his  minority  for  his  guardian, 
his  guardian  not  having  settled  his  account 
in  the  orphans'  court,  as  that  court  is  the 
appropriate  tribunal  to  settle  the  account 
of  guardians  and  wards,  including  such  an 
account  as  that  in  question.  Denison  v. 
Cornwall,  17  Serg.  &  R.  374. 

For  other  cases  denying  the  right  of  a 
ward  to  maintain  any  action  at  law  against 
his  guardian,  even  though  the  guardianship 
has  been  terminated,  see  infra,  "Actions  at 
law  in  general." 

Trover. 

Where  a  guardian  had  specific  property 
of  the  ward  in- his  pos-tesAion,  and  has  sold 
the  same  without  authority,  the  ward,  on 
reaching  his  majority,  may  maintain  trover  I 
<e  LJt.A.(N.S.) 


against  the  guardian  to  recover  the  value  of 
the  property  so  disposed  of.  Ryan  v.  Gall- 
man,  supra. 

Actions  at  law  in  general. 

In  some  cases  in  which  the  right  of  a 
ward  to  maintain  an  action  at  law  against 
his  guardian,  after  the  termination  of  the 
guardianship,  has  been  sustained,  the  court 
does  not  specify  the  nature  of  the  action 
available,  leaving  it  to  inference  that  the 
usual  remedies  are  open  to  the  ward. 

Thus,  it  has  been  held  that  a  female  ward 
upon  her  marriage  is  no  longer  a  ward, 
and  may  sue  her  former  guardian  in  any 
court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  amount  for 
the  recovery  of  which  the  action  is  brought. 
In  such  action  she  may  recover  from  her 
guardian  all  funds  belonging  to  her  which 
the  guardian  received  by  virtue  of  his 
guardianship,  without  regard  to  whether  or 
not  he  had  been  formally  discharged  by, 
or  had  formally  accounted  to,  the  court  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  of  the  guardianship  of 
the  estate.  Carpenter  v.  Soloman,  4  Tex. 
App.  Civ.  Cas.  (Willson)  52,  14  S.  W. 
1074. 

And  see  Lawson  v.  Davis,  7-  Gill.  345, 
wherein  a  bill  in  equity  by  a  ward,  after 
attaining  his  majority,  against  his  guard- 
ian and  his  sureties  for  an  account,  was  din- 
missed  on  the  ground  that,  if  one  of  the 
sureties  was  solvent,  the  ward  had  a  reme- 
dy at  law. 

And  in  Davis  v.  Davis,  1  Del.  Ch.  256,  in 
holding  that  a  ward,  after  becoming  of  age, 
may  bring  a  bill  of  account  against  his 
guardian,  Ridgely,  Chancellor,  remarked :  "I 
will  not  say  that  the  complainant  cannot 
sue  at  law  for  rents  and  profits,  but  hip 
remedy  cannot  be  as  certain  or  effectual  as 
in  equity." 

The  mere  fact  that  the  account  of  a  de- 
ceased guardian  had  not  been  settled  will 
not  defeat  the  ward's  right  to  recover  prop- 
erty belonging  to  him  which  had  been  wrong- 
fully transferred'  by  the  guardian  during 
his  lifetime  to  a  third  person.  Slusher  v. 
Hammond,  94  Iowa,  612,  63  N.  W.  185. 

The  right  of  a  ward  to  an  accounting  up- 
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employment  in  the  absence  of  a  settlement 
of  the  account.  Between  the  guardian  and 
ward,  there  exists  a  fiduciary  relation.  It 
is  not  one  of  debtor  and  creditor.  The 
guardian  is  the  legal  custodian  of  the  es- 
tate. He  has  right  of  poesession,  though  in 
equity  the  ward  is  the  real  owner  of  the 
property.  This  relationship  denies  applica- 
tion of  the  ordinary  legal  remedies,  such  as 
assumpsit  and  debt,  based  upon  the  theory 
of  a  contract  between  the  parties,  express  or 
implied,  and  sounding  in  damages.  The  an- 
cient and  practically  obsolete  common-law 
action  of  account  is  the  only  appropriate 
legal  remedy.  Field  v.  Torrey,  7  Vt.  373; 
1  Bacon,  Abr.  44.  In  that,  the  only  issue 
was  liability,  not  for  money,  but  to  account. 
The  defendant  could  plead  hie  willingness 
to  account  and  confess  his  liability,  or  deny 
that  he  was  ever  under  any  duty  to  ac- 
count, or  plead  that  he  had  rendered  a  full 
account,  and  thereby  prevent  trial,  or  set 
up  a  release,  a  bond  given  in  satisfaction,  or 
the  statute  of  limitations,  when  available. 
If  he  failed  on  an  issue  so  made,  judg- 
ment in  the  first  instance  was  not  rendered 
for  any  sum  of  money.  It  was  not  that 
the  plaintiff  recover,  but  that  he  render  an 
account.  The  judgment  was  technically 
known  as  that  of  quod  computet.  After 
the  entry  thereof  the  case  went  to  auditors 
for  a  settlement  of  the  account,  and  on  the 


return  of  their  finding  judgment  waa  ren- 
dered for  the  amount  ascertained  by  them. 
1  Bacon,  Abr.  43  to  54,  inc.;  1  Chitty,  PI. 
11th  Am.  ed.  488;  Andrews's  Stephen's  PI 
78,  note.  The  action  lay  against  guardians 
in  socage,  bailiffs,  receivers,  one  merchant 
in  favor  of  another,  partner  against  part- 
ner, and  perhaps  others.  It  was  not  in  any 
sense  like  assumpsit,  because  it  did  not 
sound  in  damages.  Chitty  says  either  it  or 
a  suit  in  equity  must  be  resorted  to  for 
settlement  of  partnership  accounts,  on  ac- 
count of  the  nature  of  the  sittiation  of  the 
parties,  and  the  same  reasoning  clearly  ap- 
plies in  transactions  between  guardian  and 
ward.  Hence,  its  use  between  guardian  and 
ward  ia  no  precedent  for  a  resort  to  assump- 
sit or  debt  by  a  ward  in  seeking  relief 
against  bis  guardian.  Its  counterpart  was 
a  bill  in  equity  for  an  accounting,  in  which 
proceeding  practically  the  same  course  is 
pursued.  Neal  v.  Keel,  4  T.  B.  Mon.  163; 
1  Chitty,  PI.  11th  Am.  ed.  39.  That  this  ia 
the  remedy  usually  pursued  in  such  cases 
in  this  jurisdiction  is  so  well  known  as  to 
require  no  citation  of  authority  to  sustain 
it.  In  confirmation  of  our  conclusion  that 
assumpsit  does  not  lie,  we  cite  9  Enc  PI.  k 
Pr.  p.  949,  saying  the  transactions  of  guard- 
ians are  examinable  oAly  in  a  court  of 
equity,  or  in  some  other  court  specially 
authorized    to    examine    and    adjust    their 


on  reaching  majority  or  upon  emancipation 
by  marriage  does  not  cut  off  her  right  to 
bring  at  once  a  direct  action  against  per- 
sons in  possession  of  the  property  claimed 
by  her,  and  to  have  her  ownership  therein 
recognized  and  decreed  together  with  the 
fruito  and  revenues  thereof.  And  neither 
those  in  possession  of  the  property  nor  her 
tutor  can  limit  the  remedy  of  the  minor 
to  a  proceeding  against  the  tutor  by  way 
of  an  account.  Eby  v.  McLain,  123  La.  138, 
48  So.  772. 

In  many  jurisdictions  a  conclusion  is 
reached  in  harmony  with  that  reached'  in 
MrroHEix  v.  Penny,  to  the  effect  that  a 
ward,  either  before  or  after  termination  of 
the  guardianship,  cannot  maintain  an  ac- 
tion at  law  to  recover  guardianship  funds 
unless  there  has  first  been  an  accounting 
with  the  guardian.  This  was  the  holding 
in  the  following  cases:  Sebastian  t.  Bry- 
an, 21  Ark.  447;  Chapman  v.  Chapman,  32 
Ala.  106;  Allen  v.  Tiffany,  63  Cal.  16; 
Brooks  v.  Brooks,  11  Cush.  18;  Murray  v. 
Wood,  144  Mass.  195,  10  N.  E.  822;  Camp- 
bell V.  Scott,  3  Ind.  Terr.  462,  68  S.  W.  719; 
Edwards's  Succession,  32  La.  Ann.  467; 
Gibba  v.  Lum,  29  La.  Ann.  526;  Denison  v. 
Comwell,  supra;  Com.  use  of  Baser  v.  Bas- 
er, 62  Pa.  436;  Nutz  t.  Reutter,  1  Watts, 
229;  GartOTi  v.  Botts,  73  Mo.  274  (com- 
pare with  Zeideihan  v.  Molasky,  118  Mo. 
App.  106,  94  S.  W.  764,  and  Johnson  v. 
Smith,  27  Mo.  591);  Kugler  v.  Prien,  62 
Wis.  248,  22  N.  W.  396. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


In.  Chapman  v.  Chapman,  the  court  said 
that  an  action  at  law  could  not  be  main- 
tained by  a  ward  against  his  guardian  to 
recover  for  the  use,  income,  or  profits  of 
the  projierty  of  the  ward,  which  went  into 
the  possession  of  the  guardian  by  virtue 
of  his  appointment  as  such,  unless  there 
had  been  u  settlement  of  accounts  and  a 
balance  struck. 

In  Allen  v.  Tiffany,  it  was  said  that  a 
settlement  in  the  probate  court  was  neces- 
sary before  a  ward  could  bring  a  suit 
against  his  guardian  for  a  supposed  balance 
due,  even  though  the  ward  had  reached  his 
majority. 

A  ward,  although  emancipated  by  mar- 
ria<^,  cannot  maintain  an  action  at  law 
against  her  guardian  until  there  has  been  a 
final  settlement  of  his  account  in  the  pro- 
bate court,  and  an  order  of  that  court  for 
him  to  pay  over  the  balance  found  due  the 
ward  upon  such  settlement.  Campbell  v. 
Scott. 

The  conclusion  of  the  court  in  Kuglcr  v. 
Prien  was  based  on  the  theory  that  the 
statutes  of  that  state  had  vested  in  the 
county  court  the  jurisdiction  of  matters  con- 
nected with  estates  of  minors,  including  ac- 
counts of  their  guardians,  and  that  such 
court  had  full  power  to  compel  the  guard- 
ian to  settle  his  accounts,  and  could  possess 
itself  of  all  the  facts  necessary  for  an  in- 
telligent settlement  of  such  accounts  more 
readily  than  could  a  jury  and  with  less  ex- 
pense to  the  parties.    After  so  reasoning  the 
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accounts ;  21  Cyc.  La.w  k  Proc  pp.  196,  197, 
saying:  "The  jurisdiction  of  courts  ot 
law  over  suits  by  or  against  guardian  or 
ward  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  suit, 
and  upon  the  special  statutory  provisions 
of  the  various  states  relating  to  jurisdic- 
tion. .  .  .  The  relation  of  guardian  and 
ward,  and  the  rights  and  liabilities  growing 
out  of  it,  are  peculiarly  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  court  of  equity;"  and  Woerner, 
Guardianship,  §  46,  saying:  "The  neces- 
sity of  a  previous  accounting,  before  there 
can  be  an  action  at  law  for  a  recovery  on 
the  bond,  is  held  to  extend  to  suits  against 
the  principal  himself,  as  well  as  the*  sure- 
ties; the  ward  can  bring  no  action  at  law 
a^inst  his  guardian  so  long  as  the  rela- 
tion of  guardian  and  ward  subsists."  This 
seems  to  imply  that  the  ward  may  maintain 
an  action  at  law  after  the  termination  of 
the  guardianship,  but  it  only  means  that, 
until  the  guardianship  ceases,  the  ward  can 
have  nothing  more  than  a  settlement.  The 
same  author  says,  in  §  94:  "That  an  action 
at  law  cannot  be  brought  for  a  guardian's 
liability,  either  against  the  guardian  or  his 
sureties  until  there  has  been  an  account- 
ing in  the  court  having  original  jurisdic- 
tion over  guardians'  accounts,  has  been  stat- 
ed in  a  former  chapter." 

It  is  fair  to  counsel  to  say  he  tacitly  ad- 
mits inappropriateness  of  this  remedy  with- 


in the  duration  of  the  guardianship.  His- 
contention  is  that  it  has  terminated  by 
reason  of  the  marriage  of  the  guardian,  and 
her  removal  from  the  state,  and  the  attain- 
ment of  her  majority  by  the  ward.  We  are- 
unable  to  perceive  how  this  can  make  any 
difference.  The  manner  of  the  termination 
of  the  guardianship  cannot,  in  reason,  af- 
fect the  basis  of  settlement  or  the  method 
of  obtaining  it.  Therefore,  neither  marriage 
nor  removal  from  the  state  is  important 
upon  this  inquiry.  Nor  can  the  termina- 
tion of  the  guardianship,  however  effected, 
do  away  with  rights  accrued,  or  certain 
relations  established,  while  the  guardianship 
endured.  That  relationship  made  the  guar- 
dian liable  to  a  settlement,  upon  certain 
principles  and  in  a  certain  manner,  to  be 
enforced  by  certain  kinds  of  procedure. 
These  rights  vested  during  the  guardian- 
ship, and  have  not  been  changed  by  the 
cessation  thereof.  The  termination  of  the 
guardianship  has  given  the  ward  but  one 
single  additional  right,  namely,  to  have 
the  money  paid  over  to  her,  after  ascer- 
tainment of  the  amount  due  in  the  manner 
prescribed  or  established  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  guardians.  For 
the  purposes  of  settlement  therefore,  but 
for  nothing  else,  the  guardianship  is  deemed 
to  continue  just  as  a  partnership  or  a 
corporation  continues,  after  dissolution,  for 


court  said:  "In  view  of  these  considera- 
tions, and  of  what  seems  to  be  the  policy  of 
the  statute,  we  think  no  action  at  law  for 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  guardian  should 
be  brought  by  the  ward  until  the  guardian's 
accounts  have  been  settled  in  the  county 
court.  That  tribunal  is  invested  with  ample 
power  to  compel  the  settlement  of  guard- 
ian's accounts,  and  can  do  so  more  conveni- 
ently than  the  circuit  courts." 

And  in  Com.  use  of  Baser  v.  Baser,  it  was 
said  that  the  legislature  intended  the  or- 
phans' court  alone  to  have  jurisdiction  to 
settle  accounts  of  guardians  as  between 
them  and  their  wards,  whether  the  object 
was  with  a  view  of  bringing  a  suit  against 
the  sureties  on-  their  bond  or  proceeding 
against  the  guardian  himself. 

Bight  to  file  claim  against  estate  of  guard- 
ian. 

It  has  also  been  held  that  a  ward  may 
present  and  have  allowed  his  claim  against 
the  estate  of  his  deceased  guardian,  for  the 
proceeds  of  property  received  by  the  guardian 
during  the  guardianship.  Scheel  v.  Eidman, 
68  111.  103;  Kidd's  Succession,  61  La.  Ann. 
1157,  26  So.  74.  In  the  latter  case  the 
ward  was  permitted  to  file  his  claim  in  a 
proceeding  in  his  deceased  guardian's  estate 
to  which  he  had  been  made  a  party,  but 
which  involved  a  partition  of  real  estate  of 
26  L.BJ^.(N.S.) 


the  decedent  rather  than  any  claim  of  the 
ward  against  him  for  guardianship  funds; 

But  in  Murray  v.  Wood,  144  Mass.  105, 
10  N.  E.  822,  it  was  held  that  a  guardian's 
liability  on  account  of  property  coming  in- 
to his  posHession  while  acting  as  guardian 
could  not  be  determined  by  a  court  of  in- 
solvency which  had  taken  jurisdiction  over 
sach  guardian's  estate,  and  that  the  ward, 
although  of  age,  was  not  entitled  to  prove  in 
that  court  his  claim  against  the  estate  of 
his  insolvent  guardian. 

Property    received    after    termination     of 
guardianship. 

The  right  and  power  of  a  feme  sole  as 
guardian  ceases  upon  her  marriage  and,  for 
the  use  and  income  of  the  ward's  property 
received  by  her  after  that  time,  the  probate 
court  cannot  require  an  account,  and  hence 
the  county  court  has  jurisdiction  of  an  ac- 
tion by  the  ward  for  an  account  for  such 
property,  charging  the  guardian  as  bailiff. 
Field  V.  Torrey,  7  Vt.  372. 

After  a  ward  comes  of  age,  or  is  emanci- 
pated by  marriage  if  a  female,  a  guardian 
cannot  rightfully  receive  any  money  for  her, 
and  therefore  money  received  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  guardianship  is  not  held  as 
guardianship  funds,  but  as  money  received 
as  on  ai;ent,  and  a  suit  at  law  may  be  main- 
tained bv  the  ward  for  the  recovery  thereof, 
Evans's  Estate,  11  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  324. 
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purposes  of  settlement.  This  subsequent 
duration  is  a  mere  fiction,  of  course,  but 
it  is  necessary  for  the  effectuation  of  jus- 
tice and  vindication  of  substantial  rights. 
Of  course,  the  termination  of  the  guardian- 
ship puts  an  end  to  the  power  of  the  guar- 
dian to  act  any  further  on  behalf  of  the 
ward.  Thereafter  he  cannot  rightfully  re- 
ceive payment  of  money  due  the  yrard,  and 
must  relinquish  control  of  the  latter's  prop- 
erty. 

For  the  reasons  stated,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  judgment  complained  of 
should  be  affirmed. 


FLORIDA.  SUPREME  COXTRT. 

NOAH  HARPER,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

JOHN  P.  GALLOWAY,  Sheriff, 
(—  Fla.  — ,  61  So.  226.) 

Habeas  corpns  —  Talidity  of  statnte. 

1.  Where  a  person  is  held  in  custody  un- 
der a  judgment  of  conviction,  and  the  judg- 
ment is  assailed  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not 
merely  erroneous,  but  void,  because  it  is 
based  on  a  charge  made  under  an  invalid 
provision  of  a  statute,  and  the  charge  con- 
stitutes no  offense  under  the  laws  of  the 
state,  the  validity  of  the  statutory  provi- 
sion defining  the  offense  may  be  determined 
in  habeas  corpus  proceedings,  and  if  the 
statute  is  invalid,  and  the  charge  consti- 
tutes no  offense  under  the  laws  of  the  state, 
the  petitioner  may  be  discharged  from  cus- 
tody under  the  charge. 

Statute  —  partial  invalidity  —  effect. 

2.  If  a  duly  enacted  statute  contains  pro- 
visions that  are  invalid  because  in  conflict 
with  organic  law,  and  such  invalid  portions 
may  be  severed,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
statute  may  then  be  made  effective  for  the 
purpose  designed,  and  will  not  cause  re- 
sults not  intended  by  the  legislature,  and 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  statute  would 
not  have  been  enacted  without  the  invalid 
portions,  the  invalid  portions  of  the  act 
should  be  disregarded,  and  the  valid  por- 
tions enforced,  if  it  can  be  done  to  effectu- 
ate the  legislative  intent. 

Game  —  regulation. 

3.  Under  the  common  law  of  England  the 
title  to  animals  ierat  natural,  or  game,  is 
in  the  sovereign,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  people,  the  killing  or  taking  and  use 
of  the  game  being  subject  to  governmental 
control  and  regulation  for  the  general  good. 
Same  —  by  states. 

4.  The  power  to  control  and  regulate  the 
killing  and  use  of  game  waa  vested  in  the 
colonial  governments  of  America,  and 
passed  with  the  title  to  game  in  its  natural 
condition  to  the  several  states  as  they  be- 
came sovereigns,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
all   the  people   of  the   states,   respectively, 
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subject  to  any  provision  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution  that  may  be   applicable  to  ■neh 
control  and  regulation. 
Same  —  scope. 

5.  The  Constitution  of  the  state  does  not 
forbid  the  passage  of  special  or  local  laws 
upon  the  subject  of  game,  and  it  contains 
no  express  provision  relative  to  game. 
Therefore  the  legislature  may,  by  a  duly 
enacted  law,  make  any  provision  within  its 
discretion  for  the  preservation  and  con- 
servation of  the  game  in  the  state,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  state, 
by  regulating  the  taking  or  killing  and  use 
of  certain  or  all  kinds  of  game  in  any  part 
of  th«  state  and  during  any  periods,  where 
such  laws  do  not  deny  to  anyone  having 
rights  in  the  premises  the  due  process  of 
law  or  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws, 
that  are  guaranteed  to  all  persons  by  the 
state  and  Federal  Constitutions. 

Same  —  eqnal  protection. 

6.  In  exercising  its  power  and  discretion 
to  control  and  regulate  the  subject  of  hunt- 
ing game,  the  legislature  may  enact  any 
law  it  may  deem  advisable;  but  regulations 
should    affect   alike    all    persons    similarly 


Sole.  —  What  diacrimination  as  to  per- 
sona is  permissible  in  fish  and  game 
laws. 

The  earlier  cases  upon  the  power  to  dis- 
criminate between  persons  as  to  the  right  to 
fish  will  be  found  in  the  note  to  State  ▼. 
Shaw,  60  LJR.A.  481,  and  People  v.  Truckee 
Lumber  Co.  39  L.R.A.  581. 

As  the  ownership  of  fish  and  game  rests 
in  the  state,  and  not  in  the  people,  it  may 
confer  an  exclusive  right  of  fishing  or  hunt- 
ing upon  its  own  citizens,  and  expressly  ex- 
clude nonresidents  without  infringing  the 
guaranty  of  the  Federal  Constitution  of 
equal  privileges  and  immunities  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  several  states.  State  v.  Gallop, 
126  N.  C.  979,  35  S.  E.  180;  Brooks  v.  Tripp, 
135  N.  C.  159,  47  S.  E.  401. 

So,  a  statute  prohibiting  the  taking  of 
oysters  by  nonresidents  of  a  state  does  not 
constitute  an  unlawful  interference  with  in- 
terstate commerce.  State  v.  Harrub,  95 
Ala.  176,  15  L.R.A.  761,  4  Inters.  Com.  Rep. 
99,  36  Am.  St  Rep.  195,  10  So.  752. 

And  in  Hess  v.  Muir,  66  Md.  586,  5  Atl. 
540,  6  Atl.  673,  the  power  to  refuse  permis- 
sion to  nonresidents  of  a  state  to  plant 
oyster  beds  in  the  'waters  thereof  was  recog- 
nized and  upheld,  although  the  court  doubt- 
ed that  such  discrimination  could  be  made 
as  to  a  nonresident  landowner  as  to  pro- 
hibit him  using  his  own  land  bordering  on 
or  extending  into  the  water,  for  such  pur- 
pose. 

It  was  held  in  State  r.  Mallory,  73  Ark. 
236,  67  L.R.A.  773,  83  a  W.  966,  8  A.  * 
E.  Ann.  Cas.  852,  that  a  state  cannot  for- 
bid a  nonresident  landowner  taking  fish 
and  game  on  his  own  property  within  the 
state,  while  according  such  privilege  to  res- 
ident landowners,  in  view  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Federal  Constitution  forbidding  de- 
nial of  equal  protection  cl  tlie  laws  and  the 
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situated  and  conditioned  with  reference  to 

the  subject  regulated. 

Same  —  classification  of  penona. 

7.  Classifications  of  persons  may  be  made 
in  connection  with  regulations  for  the  pro- 
tection of  game;  but  such  classifications 
should  have  some  just  relation  to  real  dif- 
ferences with  reference  to  the  subject  regu- 
lated, and  should  not  be  unjustly  discrimi- 
natory or  merely  arbitrary.  If  this  rule  is 
not  observed,  classifications  of  persons  in 
connection  with  the  regulation  of  the  hunt- 
ing of  game  may  deny  to  some  residents  of 
the  state  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws. 

Same  —  discretion  of  legislature  —  rea- 
sonableness —  review. 

8.  The  discretion  of  the  legislature  in 
classifying  those  who  are  to  be  affected  by 
a  regulation  for  the  protection  of  game  will 
not  be  disturbed  by  the  courts,  where  the 
classification  has  some  just,  fair,  and  prac- 
tical basis  in  real  differences  with  reference 
to  the  subject  regulated,  and  all  doubts  will 
be  resolved  in  favor  of  the  validity  of  a 
statute. 

Same  —  unjust  discrimination. 

0.  When  a  statute  designed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  game,  by  its  plain  terms,  excludes 


from  its  benefits  a  portion  of  the  residents 
of  the  state,  or  imposes  upon  some  of  the 
residents  of  the  state  burdens  not  put  upon 
other  residents  of  the  state  with  reference 
to  the  subject  regulated,  and  there  appear 
to  be  no  real  differences  in  conditions  with 
reference  to  the  regulation,  to  fairly  justify 
the  classification  as  made,  the  statute  may 
in  effect  deny  to  residents  of  the  state  the 
equal  protection  of  the  laws,  in  violation  of 
the  14th  Amendment  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. 

Same  —  between  residents  of  coonties. 

10.  The  provisions  of  §  8  of  chapter  6005, 
Acts  of  1009,  that  require  of  residents  of 
the  state  at  Florida  who  are  not  residents 
of  Marion  county  a  previous  notice  of  inten- 
tion to  hunt,  and  the  payment  of  a  special 
license  tax  for  the  privilege  of  hunting 
game  in  Marion  county,  while  no  notice  or 
license  tax  is  required  of  residents  of 
Marion  county,  are  in  effect  a  denial  to 
the  residents  of  the  state  who  are  not  resi- 
dents of  Marion  county  of  the  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  laws  of  the  land,  in  violation 
of  the  14th  Amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  are  inoperative  as 
to  residents  of  this  state. 


deprivation  of  property  without  due  proc- 
ess of  law. 

But  such  constitutional  provisions  are 
not  infringed  by  a  statute  imposing  greater 
restrictions  and  severer  penalties  upon  non- 
residents than  upon  residents  of  a  state, 
for  the  hunting  of  game.  Allen  v.  WyckofT, 
48  N.  J.  L.  90,  67  Am.  Rep.  548,  2  Atl. 
659. 

Nor  does  the  exemption  of  Indians  re- 
siding in  a  state,  who  are  permitted  to 
take  fish  at  any  time  for  the  use  of  self 
and  family,  from  an  act  prohibiting  the  tak- 
ing thereof  at  certain  times  from  the  wa- 
ters of  the  state,  violate  a  constitutional 
{guaranty  of  equal  privileges  to  all  citizens, 
on  the  ground  that  some  Indians  are  citi- 
zens, as  it  may  be  reasonably  held  that  the 
legislature  intended  to  exempt  from  the 
provisions  of  the  law  only  such  Indians  as 
have  not  assumed  the  duties  and  obliga- 
tions of  citizenship.  State  v.  Lewis,  45 
Wash.  476,  122  Am.  St.  Rep.  934,  88  Fac. 
940. 

Nor  does  the  imposition  of  a  license  fee 
upon  nonresidents,  while  none  is  required 
from  residents,  for  the  privilege  of  hunting 
game  in  the  state,  render  a  statute  obnox- 
ious to  such  constitutional  requirements. 
Re  Eberle,  98  Fed.  295;  Cummings  v.  Peo- 
ple, 211  111.  392,  71  N.  E.  1031. 

And  it  was  held  in  State  v.  Leavitt,  post, 
799,  that  the  limitation  by  the  state,  dur- 
ing certain  months  of  the  year,  of  the  right 
to  take  shell  fish  from  tide  waters  within 
the  limits  of  a  town,  to  its  residents  and 
hotel  proprietors  who  are  permitted  to  take 
them  for  use  on  their  tables,  is  not  void  as 
denying  other  citizens  of  the  state  the 
equal  protection  of  the  law. 

Nor  are  residents  of  a  state,  who  are  per- 
mitted to  hunt  deer  without  a  license,  un- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


lawfully  discriminated  against  by  a  statute 
which,  while  permitting  nonresidents  to 
hunt  such  animals  upon  obtaining  a  license, 
imposes  a  fine  of  $100  upon  residents,  and 
not  less  than  $25  nor  more  than  $100  on 
nonresidents,  for  a  violation  thereof,  and 
which  permits  the  latter  to  transport  the 
carcass  of  one  deer  killed  by  him,  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner  than  is  accorded  a  resident. 
State  V.  Niles,  78  Vt  266,  112  Am.  St.  Rep. 
917,  62  AtL  795. 

But,  under  power  to  fix  the  time  in  which 
clams  may  be  taken  and  the  amount  of  a 
license  fee  therefor,  a  town  caimot  adopt  a 
by-law  refusing  a  license  to  a  nonresident 
thereof.  State  v.  Peabody,  103  Me.  327,  69 
Atl.  273. 

And  it  was  held  in  State  v.  Bunker,  98  Me. 
387,  67  Atl.  95,  that  a  town  could  not,  in 
the  absence  of  legislative  authority,  adopt 
a  by-law  or  regulation  prohibiting  a  non- 
resident taking  clams  within  its  limits,  or 
require  him  to  obtain  a  license  to  do  so. 

So,  it  was  held  in  Hume  v.  Rogue  River 
Packing  Co.  61  Or.  241,  —  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
— ,  83  Pac.  391,  92  Pac.  1065,  96  Pac.  866, 
that  a  statute  granting  owners  of  tide  lands 
and  riparian  owners  above  tide  waters  of  a 
certain  river  an  exclusive  right  of  fishing 
for  salmon  with  nets  and  seines  therein  vio- 
lated a  constitutional  prohibition  against 
the  passage  of  laws  granting  to  any  citizen 
privileges  or  immunities  which  shall  not  le- 
gally belong  to  all  citizens  upon  the  same 
terms,  as  such  statute  tends  to  create  a  mo- 
nopoly. 

And  it  was  said  in  Ex  parte  Knapp,  127 
Cal.  101,  69  Pac.  316,  that  a  law  or  ordi- 
nance discriminating  in  favor  of  sportsmen 
and  against  other  persons  in  respect  of  the 
disposition  of  game  would  not  be  a  proper 
exercise  of  the  police  power. 
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Constltotlonal  law  —  tax  on  licenses  — 
power  of  legislature. 

11.  The  Constitution  contains  no  express 
limitation  upon  tlie  power  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  proTide  for  taxes  on  licenses;  but 
such  power  should  not  be  so  exercised  as  to 
deprive  any  person  of  property  without  due 
process  of  law,  or  so  as  to  deny  to  any  per- 
son the  equal  protection  of  the  laws. 
Game  —  protection  ^  local  laws  —  dis- 
cretion of  legislature. 

12.  The  legislature  may  enact  special  or 
local  laws  within  its  discretion  for  the  pro- 
tection of  game  in  the  state,  and  by  valid 
general  laws  may  prescribe  punishments  for 
violations  of  the  special  or  local  laws,  so 
as  to  avoid  any  real  or  apparent  conflict 
with  the  constitutional  provision  that  all 
laws  "for  the  punishment  of  crime  or  mis- 
demeanor" "shall  be  general  and  of  uniform 
operation  throughout  the  state." 

Fines  —  disposition. 

13.  The  provisions  of  §  11,  chap.  6005, 
Acts  1909,  relating  to  the  disposition  of 
fines  collected,  are  controlled  by  §  9  of  ar- 
ticle 16  of  the  Constitution,  as  amended, 
which  requires  fines  collected  to  be  paid 
into  the  fine  and  forfeiture  fund  of  the 
coimty. 

(January  IQ,  1910.) 

Ij^RROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Marion 
J  County  to  review  a  judgment  refusing 
to  release  petitioner  under  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  from  the  custody  of  John  P.  Gallo- 
way, Sheriff  of  Marion  County,  to  which  he 
had  been  committed  for  violating  an  alleged 
unconstitutional  statute  regulating  the 
hunting  of  game.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  'William  Hocker  for  plaintiff  in  er- 
ror. 

Mr.  Park  Tranunell,  Attorney  General, 
for  defendant  in  error. 

Wliitfleld,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

The  plaintiff  in  error,  a  resident  of  Lake 
county,  Florida,  was  convioted  in  the  county 
judge's  court  of  Marion  county  for  a  viola- 
tion of  §  8,  and  was  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment under  §  10  of  chapter  6005,  Acts  of 
1909,  being  a  local  game  law  for  Marion 
county.  On  writ  of  habeas  corpus  be- 
fore the  judge  of  the  fifth  judicial  circuit 
the  petitioner  was  remanded  to  the  custody 
of  the  sheriff,  under  the  sentence  and  com- 
mitment of  the  county  judge's  court.  The 
circuit  judge  allowed  a  writ  of  error,  and  it 
is  contended  here  that  the  act  under  which 
the  conviction  was  had  is  invalid,  because 
(1)  it  denies  to  citizens  of  Florida  the  equal 
protection  of  the  laws,  contrary  to  the 
guaranty  of  the  14th  Amendment  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  (2) 
it  violates  the  provisions  of  the  state  Con- 
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stitution,  that  "the  legislature  shall  not 
pass  special  or  local  laws  .  .  .  for  the 
punishment  of  crime  or  misdemeanor,"  that 
such  "laws  shall  be  general  and  of  uniform 
operation  throughout  the  state,"  and  that 
"the  legislature  shall  provide  for  a  uniform 
and  equal  rate  Of  taxation." 

Where  a  person  is  held  in  custody  under 
a  judgment  of  conviction,  and  the  judgment 
is  assailed  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not 
merely  erroneous,  but  void,  because  it  is 
based  on  a  charge  made  under  an  invalid 
provision  of  a  statute,  and  the  charge  con- 
stitutes no  offense  under  the  laws  of  the 
state,  the  validity  of  the  statutory  provi- 
sion defining  the  offense  may  be  determined 
in  habeas  corpus  proceedings;  and  if  the 
statute  is  invalid,  and  the  charge  consti- 
tutes no  offense  under  the  laws  of  the 
state,  the  petitioner  may  be  discharged 
from  custody  under  the  charge.  Ex  parte 
Knight,  52  Fla.  144,  120  Am.  St.  Rep.  191, 
41  So.  786;  Hayes  v.  Walker,  -64  Fla.  163, 
44  So.  747;  Ex  parte  Bailey,  39  Fla.  734, 
23  So.  S52;  Hardee  v.  Brown,  66  Fla.  377, 
47  So.  834. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  courts  to  enforce 
valid  provisions  of  a  statute;  but  a  statute 
that  is  clearly  in  conflict  with  organic  law 
should  not  be  enforced.  If  a  duly  enacted 
statute  contains  provisions  that  are  invalid 
because  in  conflict  with  organic  law,  and 
such  invalid  portions  may  be  severed,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  statute  may  then  be 
made  effective  for  the  purpose  designed,  and 
will  not  cause  results  not  intended  by  the 
legislature,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
statute  would  not  have  been  enacted  with- 
out the  invalid  portions,  the  invalid  por- 
tions of  the  act  should  be  disregarded  and 
the  valid  portions  enforced,  if  it  can  be 
done  to  effectuate  the  legislative  intent. 
State  V.  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  56  Fla. 
617,  —  L.RA.(N.S.)  — ,  47  So.  969;  State 
ex  rel.  Ellis  v.  Tampa  Waterworks  Co.,  56 
Fla.  858,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  183,  47  So.  368; 
EI  Paso  &  N.  E.  R.  Co.  v.  Gutierrez,  215  U. 
S.  87,  54  L.  ed.  — ,  30  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  21.  It 
is  presumed  that  the  lawmaking  power  in- 
tended a  valid,  constitutional  enactment. 
Only  the  valid  legislative  intent  becomes  the 
law  to  be  enforced  by  the  courts.  The  leg- 
islature is  presumed  to  act  within  its  pow- 
ers, and  its  lawmaking  discretion  within  its 
powers  is  not  subject  to  review  by  the 
courts. 

Under  the  common  law  of  England  the 
title  to  animals  ferce  naturce,  or  game,  is  in 
the  sovereign,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
people;  the  killing  or  taking  and  use  of 
the  game  being  subject  to  governmental  con- 
trol and  regulation  for  the  general  good. 
The  power  to  control  and  regulate  the  kill- 
ing and  use  of  game  was  vested  in  the  colo- 
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niAl  goTentments  of  America,  and  passed 
with  the  title  to  game  in  its  natural  condi- 
tion to  the  several  states  aa  they  became 
sovereigns,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all 
the  people  of  the  states,  respectively,  sub- 
ject to  any  provision  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution that  may  be  applicable  to  such  con- 
trol and  reg^ation. 

The  ConsUtntion  of  the  state  does  not  for- 
bid the  passage  of  special  or  local  laws  upon 
the  subject  of  game,  and  it  contains  no  ex- 
press provision  relative  to  game;  therefore 
the  legislature  may,  by  a  duly  enacted  law, 
make  any  proviBion  within  its  discretion 
for  the  preservation  and  conservation  of 
the  game  in  the  state  for  the  use  and  bene- 
fit of  the  people  of  the  state,  by  regulating 
the  taking  or  killing  and  use  of  tertain  or 
all  kinds  of  game  in  any  part  of  the  state 
and  during  any  periods,  where  such  laws  do 
not  deny  to  anyone  having  rights  in  the 
premises  the  due  process  of  law  or  the  equal 
protection  of  the  laws  that  are  guaranteed 
to  all  persons  by  the  state  and  Federal  Con- 
stitutions. See  2  Bl.Com.  394,  410;  Freund, 
Pol.  Power,  chap.  419;  Geer  v.  Connecti- 
cut, 161  U.  S.  619,  40  L.  ed.  793,  16  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  600;  3  Cyc.  Law  A.  Proc.  p.  306;  19 
Cyc.  Law  &  Proe.  p.  1006;  Bittenhaus  v. 
Johnston,  92  Wis.  688,  32  L.R.A.  380,  66 
N.  W.  805;  State  v.  Nergaard,  124  Wis. 
414,  102  N.  W.  899;  State  ▼.  Rodman,  58 
Minn.  393,  text  400,  59  X.  W.  1098;  Magner 
T.  People,  97  111.  320;  State  v.  Niles,  78  Vt. 
266,  112  Am.  St.  Rep.  917,  62  Atl.  796;  Ex 
parte  Kenncke,  136  Cal.  627,  80  Am.  St. 
Rep.  177,  69  Pac.  261;  State  v.  Snowman, 
94  Me.  99,  60  L.R.A.  544,  80  Am.  St.  Rep. 
380,  46  Atl.  815;  Ex  parte  Maier,  103  Cal. 
476,  42  Am.  St.  Rep.  129,  text  138,  37  Pac. 
402;  Sherwood  v.  Stephens,  13  Idaho,  399, 
90  Pac.  345;  Hayes  ▼.  Territory,  2  Wash. 
Terr.  286,  5  Pac.  927;  Allen  v.  WyckofT,  48 
N.  J.  L.  90,  57  Am.  Rep.  648,  2  Atl.  669; 
Stevens  v.  State,  89  Md.  669,  43  Atl.  929; 
11  Current  Law,  1471;  9  Current  Law,  1364; 
SUte  V.  Koock,  202  Mo.  223,  100  S.  W.  630; 
Hyde  v.  State,  165  Ala.  133,  46  So.  489; 
State  T.  Buckingham,  93  Miss.  846,  47  So. 
501;  Daniels  v.  Homer,  139  N.  C:  219,  3 
L.R.A.(N5.)  997,  51  8.  E.  992;  SUte  v. 
Hanlon,  77  Ohio  St.  19,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  639, 
122  Am.  St.  Rep.  472,  82  N.  E.  662;  Peo- 
ple V.  Truckee  Lumber  Co.  39  L.R.A.  581, 
and  notes  116  Cal.  397,  68  Am.  St.  Rep. 
183,  48  Pac.  374),  People  v.  Bridges,  142 
ni.  30,  16  L.R.A.  684,  31  K.  E.  115;  James 
v.  Wood,  82  Me.  178,  8  LJLA.  448,  19  Atl. 
160;  21  Cent.  L.  J.  486. 

Any  special  or  qualified  rights  or  privi- 
leges that,  in  the  absence  of  legislation  on 
the  subject,  landowners  may  have  as  to 
game  while  it  is  on  their  lands,  are  pro- 
tected by  the  laws  of  trespass.  As  to  the 
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rights  of  landowners  who  are  nonresidents 
of  the  state  to  be  accorded  the  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  laws  under  the  statutes  for 
the  protection  of  game,  see  State  v.  Mai- 
lory,  73  Ark.  236,  67  LJLA.  773,  83  S.  W. 
966,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  852.  See  also 
SUte  V.  Repp,  40  LJ[l.A.  687,  and  notes 
(104  Iowa,  305,  65  Am.  St.  Rep.  463,  73  N. 
W.  829) ;  Rexroth  v.  Coon,  16  R.  L  35,  2 
Am.  St.  Rep.  863,  23  Atl.  37;  3  Cyc.  Law 
&  Proc.  p.  307;  5  Current  Law,  1429. 

The  power  and  discretion  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  control  and  regulate  the  subject  of 
hunting  game  is  not  limited  by  the  organio 
law,  and  the  subject  regulated  may  be  as  re- 
stricted in  manner  and  extent  as  the  legis- 
lature deems  advisable;  but  the  regulations 
should  affect  alike  all  persons  similarly  sit- 
uated and  conditioned  with  reference  to  the 
particular  regulations.  Classifications  of 
persons  may  be  made  in  connection  with  the 
regulations;  but  such  classifications  should 
have  some  just  relation  to  real  differences 
with  reference  to  the  subject  regulated,  and 
should  not  be  unjustly  discriminatory  or 
merely  arbitrary.  If  this  rule  is  not  ob- 
served, classifications  of  persons  in  connec- 
tion with  the  regulation  of  the  hunting  of 
game  may  deny  to  some  residents  of  the 
state  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws.  See 
Seaboard  Air  Line  R  Co.  v.  Simon,  56  Fla. 
545,  20  LJtJ^.(N.S.)  126,  47  So.  1001;  King 
Lumber  A,  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Atlantic  Coast  Line 
R.  Co.  58  Fla.  — ,  50  So.  509;  Hayes  v. 
Walker,  supra;  Connolly  v.  Union  Sewer 
Pipe  Co.  184  U.  S.  540,  46  L.  ed.  679,  22 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  431;  State  v.  Patterson,  50 
Fla.  127,  39  So.  398,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
272. 

Chapter  6005,  Acts  of  1909,  regulates  the 
killing  or  Uking  the  use  of  game  in  Marion 
county,  by  providing  between  what  dates 
and  in  what  numbers  cerUin  game  may  be 
killed  or  taken  in  that  county.  By  §  8  of 
the  act  residents  of  the  state,  but  not  of 
Marion  county,  are  required  to  give  three 
days'  notice  to  the  game  warden  and  to  pay 
a  special  license  Ux  to  hunt  in  the  county, 
which  notice  and  special  license  tax  are  not 
required  of  residents  of  Marion  county. 
Section  10  of  the  act  authorizes  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  fine  and  imprisonment  upon  any 
nonresident  of  the  county  who  hunts  game 
in  the  county  without  first  giving  the  re- 
quired notice  and  paying  the  special  license 
tax.  Section  11  requires  all  fines  collected 
to  "be  paid  to  the  game  warden  of  said 
county,  who  shall  make  monthly  report  to 
the  board  of  county  commissioners  therein." 

While  there  may  be  no  absolute  private 
property  right  in  game  in  its  natural  condi- 
tion, and  while  the  sUte  may  by  sUtute 
regulate  the  use  of  game  in  any  manner  and 
to  any  extent  desired  by  the  lawmaking 
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power,  yet  the  beneficial  use  of  the  game  in 
the  state  belongs  to  all  the  people  of  the 
state,  and  a  regulation  that  unjustly  dis- 
criminates against  any  of  the  people  of  the 
state  may,  in  effect,  be  a  denial  of  the  equal 
protection  of  the  laws  to  those  so  unjustly 
discriminated  against.  The  legislature,  in 
protecting  game  may,  .in  its  discretion,  limit 
a  statute  in  the  extent  and  purpose  of  its 
operation,  but  the  regulation  must  operate 
upon  all  persons  aliko  under  practically  sim- 
ilar  conditiofks  and  circumstances.  The  dis- 
cretion of  the  legislature  in  classifying  those 
who  are  to  be  affected  by  a  regulation  for 
the  protection  of  game  will,  not  be  dis- 
turbed by  the  courts,  where  the  classifica- 
tion has  some  just,  fair,  and  practical  basis 
in  real  differences  with  reference  to  the 
subject  regelated,  and  all  doubts  will  be  re- 
solved in  favor  of  the  validity  of  a  statute. 
See  State  ▼.  Sherman  (Wyo.)  —  L.R.A.(N. 
S.)  — ,  105  Pac.  299;  Hayes  v.  Walker,  54 
Fla.  163,  44  So.  747;  King  Lumber  &  Mfg. 
Co.  V.  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  supra. 
But  when  a  statute  designed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  game,  by  its  plain  terms,  ex- 
cludes from  its  benefits  a  portion  of  the 
residents  of  the  state,  or  imposes  upon  some 
of  the  residents  of  the  state  burdens  not 
put  upon  other  residents  of  the  state  with 
reference  to  the  subject  regulated,  and  there 
appear  to  be  no  real  differences  in  condi- 
tions with  reference  to  the  regulation,  to 
fairly  justify  the  classification  as  made,  the 
statute  may  in  effect  deny  to  residents  of 
the  state  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws 
'  in  violation  of  the  14th  Amendment  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  See  Ex  parte  Sohn- 
cke,  148  Cal.  262,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  813,  113 
Am.  St.  Rep.  236,  82  Pac.  956,  7  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  475;  Seaboard  Air  Line  R.  Co.  v. 
Simon,  supra.  This  appears  to  be  the 
policy  of  the  general  fish  and  game  laws  of 
the  state.    Gen.  Stat.  1906,  §§  661,  3763. 

Section  8,  chap.  6005,  Acts  1909,  requires 
of  residents  of  the  state  who  are  not  resi- 
dents of  Marion  county  a  previous  notice 
of  intention  to  himt,  and  the  payment  of  a 
special  license  tax  for  the  privilege  of  hunt- 
ing game  in  Marion  county,  while  no  notice 
or  license  tax  is  required  of  residents  of 
Marion  county.  As  the  residents  of  all  the 
counties  of  the  state  have  a  qualified,  but 
beneficial,  interest  in  the  game  in  the  state, 
it  does  not  appear  tha4:  the  classification 
made  has  any  just  basis  in  real  differences 
of  conditions.  The  classification  is  not 
made  upon  the  basis  of  taxpayers  of  the 
county  who  may  bear  the  burden  of  local 
regulation,  even  if  that  would  be  sufficient 
in  a  regulation  of  this  character;  but  the 
classification  is  based  upon  mere  residence 
in  the  county,  and  imposes  a  burden  upon 
residents  of  other  counties  of  the  state  not 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


put  upon  residents  of  Marion  county,  whil* 
all  the  residents  of  the  state  hare  some  ia- 
terest  in  the  subject  regulated. 

This  classification  clearly  is  nnjust,  if  not 
arbitrary.  Residents  of  Marion  county  may 
hunt  in  other  counties  of  the  state  without 
giving  notice  or  paying  a  license  tax;  but 
residents  of  other  counties  of  the  state  may 
not  hunt  in  Marion  county  without  first 
giving  three  days'  notice  and  paying  the 
license  tax.  The  burden  put  upon  resident* 
of  the  stat«  who  do  not  reside  in  Marion 
county  is  more  onerous  than  that  put  upon 
nonresidents  of  the  state. 

The  unjust  discrimination  against  resi- 
dents of  other  counties  of  the  state  who 
have  rights  as  to  the  game  in  the  state,  as 
imposed  by  §  8  of  the  act,  is  in  effect  a  de- 
nial to  the  residents  of  the  state  who  arc 
not  residents  of  Marion  county  the  equal 
protection  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  such 
§  8  is  inoperative  as  to  residents  of  this 
state.  State  v.  Higgins,  51  S.  E.  51,  38 
L.R.A.  561,  28  S.  E.  15.  See  also  Re  Ah 
Chong  (C.  C.)  6  Sawy.  461,  2  Fed.  733;  Ex 
part«  Knapp,  127  Cal.  101,  59  Pac.  315.  In 
the  case  of  Com.  v.  Hilton,  174  Mass.  29,  45 
LJI.A.  476,  54  N.  E.  362,  the  discrimination 
held  legal  was  as  to  taking  fish  for  sale,  and 
not  for  family  use. 

Section  1  of  article  9  of  the  state  Con- 
stitution requires  a  uniform  and  equal  rate 
of  taxation,  and  is  clearly  not  applicable  to 
the  license  fees  required  of  nonresidents. 
The  Constitution  contains  no  express  lim- 
itation upon  the  power  of  the  legislature  to 
provide  for  taxes  on  licenses;  but  such  pow- 
er should  not  be  so  exercised  aa  to  deprive 
any  person  of  property  without  due  process 
of  law,  or  so  as  to  deny  to  any  person  the 
equal  protection  of  the  laws.  Hardee  v. 
Brown,  66  Fla.  377,  47  So.  834;  Howland  v. 
SUte,  56  FU.  422,  21  LJRA..(N.S.)  192,  47 
So.  963.  See  also  State  v.  Poole,  3  A.  &  £ 
Ann.  Cas.  12,  and  notes  as  to  punishments 
for  violation  of  game  laws  (93  Minn.  148, 
100  N.  W.  647). 

The  legislature  may  enact  special  or  local 
laws  within  its  discretion  for  the  protec- 
tion of  game  in  the  state,  and  by  valid  gen- 
eral laws  may  prescribe  punishments  for 
violations  of  the  special  or  local  laws,  so  as 
to  avoid  any  real  or  apparent  conflict  with 
the  constitutional  provision  that  all  laws 
"for  the  punishment  of  crime  or  misde- 
meanor" "shall  be  general  and  of  uniform 
operation  throughout  the  state."  Under 
this  organic  mandate  such  provisions  as  are 
contained  in  §  10,  chap.  6006,  Acts  1909, 
should  be  omitted  from  local  laws.  See 
Wolf  V.  Humboldt  County  (Xev.)  105  Pac. 
286. 

The  provisions  of  §  11  of  the  act,  relat- 
ing to  the  disposition  of  fines  collected,  are 
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controlled  by  §  9  of  article  16  of  the  Con- 
atitution,  as  amended,  which  requires  fines 
collected  to  be  paid  into  the  fliM  and  for- 
feiture fund  of  the  county. 

Sections  8,  10,  and  11,  chap.  6005,  Acts 
1909,  or  such  portions  o{  said  sections  as 
may  conflict  with  organic  law,  may  be  elim- 
inated or  disregarded  without  vitally  af- 
fecting the  regulations  contained  in  other 
sections  of  the  act  and  without  causing  re- 
sults, as  to  the  main  purpose  of  the  stat- 
xite,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  law- 
makers. As  it  cannot  be  said  the  act  would 
not  have  been  passed  without  §§  8,  10,  and 
11,  the  remaining  sections  may  stand  as 
against  the  attack  here  made  on  the  stat- 
ute. See  State  ▼.  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R. 
Co.  66  Fla.  617,  —  L.R.A.(N.S.)  — ,  47  So. 
969;  Tampa  ▼.  Salomonson,  35  Fla.  446,  17 
So.  581. 

The  subject  regulated  by  the  statute  is 
within  the  authority  and  discretion  of  the 
lawmaking  power,  but  the  classification  of 
persons  affected  by  the  regulation  is  such 
that  residents  of  the  state  who  do  not  re- 
side in  Marion  county  are  discriminated 
against  in  the  regulation  of  a  subject  as 
to  which  all  the  residents  of  the  state  have 
some  interest;  and  the  discrimination  is  ap- 
parently not  founded  upon  any  real  differ- 
ences in  conditions  with  reference  to  the 
subject  regulated.  Such  discrimination  is 
therefore  unjust,  and  in  effect  denies  to  the 
residents  of  the  state  who  do  not  reside  in 
Marion  county,  among  them  being  the  peti- 
tioner, the  equal  protection  of  the  laws  of 
the  land.    ' 

The  section  of  the  statute  for  the  viola- 
tion of  which  the  imprisonment  of  the  pe- 
titioner was  adjudged  is  therefore  invalid 
and  inoperative  as  to  residents  of  this 
state;  and  as  the  charge  upon  which  the 
conviction  was  had  constitutes  no  offense 
under  the  laws  of  the  state,  the  sentence 
and  commitment  of  the  County  Judge's 
Court  are  void.  The  judgment  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  remanding  the  petitioner  to  the 
custody  of  the  sheriff,  under  the  sentence 
and  commitment  of  the  County  Judge's 
Court,  is  reversed,  and  the  cause  is  re- 
manded, with  directions  that  the  petitioner 
be  discharged  from  custody  under  such  sen- 
tence and   commitment. 

Sbackleford,  Cockrell,  Hocker,  and 
ParkhlU,  JJ.,  concur. 

Taylor,  J.,  absent  on  account  of  illness, 
concurred  in  the  opinion  as  prepared, 

Parkhill,  J.,  concurring: 

The  qualified  property  which  may  exist 
in  animals  iera  natures  belongs  to  all  the 
people  of  the  state  in  their  collective  sov- 
ereign capacity.  E^  parte  Maier,  103  Cal. 
26  LJU^(NJ3.) 


476,  42  Am.  St.  Rep.  129,  37  Pac.  402;  State 
V.  Niles,  78  Vt.  266,  112  Am.  St.  Rep.  917, 
62  Atl.  795;  State  v.  Rodman,  58  Minn.  393, 
59  N.  W.  1098.  This  being  so,  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  in  question  that  forbid 
people  of  the  state  who  do  not  reside  in 
Marion  county,  to  hunt  game  in  the  county 
without  first  giving  throe  days'  notice  and 
paying  a  special  license  tax,  deny  to  them 
the  equal  protection  of  the  laws,  because 
they  place  burdens  upon  a  portion  of  the 
people  who  have  a  qualified  property  in  the 
wild  game  that  is  not  borne  by  other  peo- 
ple of  the  state  similarly  situated.  State 
V.  Higgins,  51  S.  C.  51,  38  L.R.A.  561,  28 
S.  E.  15. 
The  petitioner  should  b«  discharged. 
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STATE  OF  MAINE 

V. 

ALMON  B.  LEAVITT. 

(105  Me.  76,  72  Atl.  875.) 

Shellfish  —  limitation    of   nse  ^  equal 
protection  of  the  law. 

The  limitation  by  the  state  during  cer- 
tain months  of  the  year,  of  the  right  to 
take  shellfish  from  tide  water  within  the 
limits  of  a  town,  to  its  residents  and  hotel 
proprietors,  who  are  permitted  to  take  tliem 
for  use  on  their  tables,  is  not  void  as  deny- 
ing other  citizens  of  the  state  the  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  laws. 

(January  2,  1909.) 

EXCEPTIONS  by  defendant  to  a  ruling 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  Cumberland 
County  overruling  a  demurrer  to  a  com- 
plaint and  warrant  charging  him  with  dig- 
ging clams  in  violation  of  statute.  Over- 
ruled. 

It  was  stipulated  between  the  parties  and 
entered  of  record  by  the  consent  of  the 
trial  court  that,  if  final  judgment  on  the 
demurrer  was  for  the  state,  the  defendant 
should  have  a  trial  by  jury. 

Further  facts  sufiBciently  appear  in  the 
opinion. 

Messrs.  Charles  P.  Mattocks  and  John 
A.  Snow  for  defendant. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  F.  CionnoIIy  for  the 
state. 

Savage,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 
Complaint  for  digging  clams  in  violation 

Note.  —  As  to  the  right  of  a  state  to  dis- 
criminate between  persons  in  its  game  and 
fish  laws,  see  the  note  to  Harper  v.  Gallo- 
way, ante,  794. 
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«f  the  provisions  of  ch&pter  317,  p.  489, 
Priv.  &  Sp.  Laws  1903.  The  case  comes  up 
on  exceptions  to  the  overruling  of  the  de- 
fendant's demurrer. 

The  statute  in  question  is  as  follows: 

"Section  1.  No  person  shall  take  or  dig  or 
destroy  in  any  manner  clams  in  any  of  the 
shores  or  flats  within  the  town  of  Scarboro 
from  the  first  day  of  April  until  the  first 
■day  of  October  in  each  year  under  a  pen- 
alty of  not  less  than  10  or  more  than  $100 
for  each  and  every  violation  of  this  statute. 

"Sec.  2.  The  aforesaid  section  shall  not 
apply  to  inhabitants  or  residents  of  -said 
town  taking  clams  for  the  use  of  himself 
and  family,  nor  to  hotel  keepers  within  the 
town  taking  clams  for  the  use  of  their  ho- 
tels." 

The  complaint  alleges  that  the  defendant 
was  not  a  hotel  keeper  within  the  town, 
taking  clams  for  the  use  of  his  hotel,  and 
that  he  was  not  an  inhabitant  or  resident  of 
the  town  taking  clams  for  the  consumption 
-of  himself  and  family. 

The  only  point  raised  by  the  defendant 
is  that  this  statute  is  obnoxious  to  that 
portion  of  the  14th  Amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  which  de- 
•clares  that  "no  state  shall  deny  to  any  per- 
son within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  laws;"  and  hence  that  it  is 
unconstitutional  and  void. 

We  may  first  inquire  into  the  nature  of 
the  right  or  privilege  the  equal  protection 
of  which  is  said  to  be  denied  by  the  stat- 
ute in  question.  The  shores  of  the  sea  and 
navigable  rivers  within  the  flux  and  reflux 
of  the  tide,  by  the  common  law,  belonged 
prima  facie  to  the  King.  Holding  the  soil 
thu.i,  the  King  held  the  appurtenant  right 
of  fishery,  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  his 
subjects.  Moulton  v.  Libbey,  37  Me.  472,  59 
Am.  Dec.  67 ;  Com.  v.  Hilton,  174  Mass.  29, 
45  L.R.A.  475,  54  N.  E.  362.  And,  after 
Magna  Charter,  he  could  not  by  an  exercise 
of  his  prerogative  exclude  the  public  from 
the  right  of  fishery,  or  grant  an  exclusive 
right  to  a  private  individual,  either  together 
with  or  distinct  from  the  soil.  Hale,  De 
Jure  Maris,  chap.  5.  The  grantee  of  the 
King  took  the  soil  subject  to  the  trust. 
Hence  the  right  of  taking  fish  where  the 
tide  ebbs  and  flows  was  common  to  all  the 
:peopIe.  Warren  v.  Matthews,  1  Salk.  367; 
"Ward  V.  Creswell,  Willes,  Eep.  265;  Carter 
T.  Muroot,  4  Burr.  2162,  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas. 
166. 

This  common  right  of  fishery  included 
shellfish  as  well  as  swimming  fish.  Bagott 
V.  Orr,  2  Bos.  &  P.  472;  Parker  v.  Cutler 
Milldam  Co.  20  Me.  353,  37  Am.  Dec.  56; 
Moulton  V.  Libbey,  supra;  Martin  v.  Wad- 
dell,  16  Pet.  367,  10  L.  ed.  997;  Weaton  v. 
Sampson,  8  Cush.  347,  54  Am.  Uec.  764. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.l 


But  the  restricti<m  placed  by  Magna 
Charter  upon  the  exercise  of  the  King's  pre- 
rogative did  not  operate  to  .ibridge  the  pow- 
er of  Parliament  over  public  and  common 
rights.  Gough  v.  Bell,  22  N.  J.  L.  459.  "Of 
necessity  the  jurisdiction  to  regulate  and 
dispose  of  those  rights  which  are  public  and 
common  must  reside  in  the  legislative  body, 
which  is  the  representative  of  the  people." 
Wooley  V.  Campbell,  37  N.  J.  L.  163.  "The 
power  of  the  commonwealth  by  the  legisla- 
ture over  the  sea,  its  shores,  bays,  and 
coves,  and  all  tide  waters,  is  not  limited, 
like  that  of  the  crown  at  common  law." 
Shaw,  Ch.  J.,  in  Com.  ▼.  Alger,  7  Cush.  82. 

These  public  fishery  rights  were  granted 
in  the  colonial  charters  to  be  held  for  the 
benefit  of  the  inhabitants.  Moulton  v.  Lib- 
bey,- supra;  Dill  v.  Wareham,  7  Met.  438. 
The  public  rights  were  granted,  accompa- 
nied, as  in  England,  with  the  powers  of  leg- 
islative regulation  and  control.  When  the 
colonies  became  independent,  the  rig'its  of 
common  fishery  remained  in  the  states  for 
the  public  benefit.  Martin  v.  Waddell,  su 
pra.  The  states  hold  them  in  trust  for  the 
public,  and,  as  to  them,  they  exercise,  not 
only  the  rights  of  sovereignty,  but  also  the 
right  of  property.  Com.  v.  Hilton,  174 
Mass.  29,  45  L.RJV.  475,  64  N.  E.  362;  Mc- 
Cready  v.  Virginia,  94  U.  S.  391,  24  L.  ed. 
248;  Stevens  v.  Paterson  &  N.  R.  Co.  34  N. 
J.  L.  532,  3  Am.  Rep.  269. 

By  the  colonial  ordinance  of  1641  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  which  by  usage 
and  judicial  adoption  is  taken  to  be  a  part 
of  the  common  law  of  this  state  (Lapish  v. 
Bangor  Bank,  8  Me.  85),  the  title  to  the  sea- 
shore between  high  and  low  water  mark, 
not  exceeding  100  rods,  was  vested  in  the 
owner  of  the  upland.  But  it  has  always 
been  held  that  the  title  is  held,  subject  to 
the  public  rights  of  fishery,  for  the  right  of 
each  householder  to  have  free  fishing  so  far 
as  the  sea  ebbs  and  flows,  was  declared  in 
the  same  ordinance.  Parker  v.  Cutler  Mill- 
dam  Co.;  Moulton  v.  Libbey;  and  Weston  v. 
Sampson, — supra. 

It  is  therefore  settled  law  that  each  state, 
unless  it  has  parted  with  title,  as  by  the 
colonial  ordinances  referred  to,  owns  the 
bed  of  all  tidal  waters  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion, and  as  well  the  tide  waters  themselves 
and  the  fish  in  or  under  them,  so  far  as 
they  are  capable  of  ownership.  For  this 
purpose  the  state  represents  the  people  in 
their  united  sovereignty.  The  right  which 
the  people  thus  acquire  comes  not  from 
their  citizenship  alone,  but  from  their  cit- 
izenship and  property  oombined.  It  is,  in 
fact,  a  property  right,  and  not  a  mere  priv- 
ilege or  immunity  of  citizenship.  Me- 
Cready  v.  Virginia,  supra;  State  ▼.  Pea- 
body,  103  Me.  327,  69  Atl.  273.    It  is  a  right 
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which  belongs  to  the  people  of  the  state, 
alone,  and-  which  they  are  not  obliged  to 
Hhare  with  the  people  of  other  states.  Mc- 
Crcady  v.  Virginia,  supra;  State  v.  Tower, 
84  Me.  444,  24  Atl.  898;  Com.  t.  Hilton, 
supra;  Corfleld  v.  Coryell,  4  Wash.  C.  C. 
371,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  3,230;  8  Cyc.  Law  & 
Proc.  p.  1050. 

Likewise,  it  is  ti-ue  that  the  legislature 
of  each  state  representing  the  people  has 
full  power  to  regulate  and  control  such  fish- 
eries by  legislation  designed  to  secure  the 
benefits  of  this  public  right  in  property  to 
all  its  inhabitants.  State  t.  Peabody  and 
Moulton  V.  Libbey,  supra.  And  it  is  not  to 
be  assumed  that  a  legislature  would  under- 
take to  control  such  fishery  even  by  grant- 
ing exclusive  rights,  except  on  the  ground 
that  the  interest  of  the  public  would  be 
thereby  promoted.    Com.  v.  Hilton,  supra. 

Although  there  are  a  few  authorities 
which  seem  to  hold  that  a  public  right  of 
fishery  is  inalienable  by  the  state,  the  great 
weight  of  authority  and  judicial  expression 
is  to  the  effect  that  the  state,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  its  power  of  regulation  and  control, 
may  grant  exclusive  rights  of  fishery  to  in- 
dividuals. Ibid.  Com.  v.  Vincent,  108  Mass. 
441;  Bumham  v.  Webster,  5  Mass.  266 
(which  was  a  Scarboro  case);  Cloaveland 
v.  Norton,  6  Cush.  380;  Wooley  v.  Camp- 
bell, 37  N.  J.  L.  163;  Gough  v.  Bell,  22  N.  J. 
L.  441 ;  Lakeman  v.  Burnham,  7  Gray,  437 ; 
Hathaway  v.  Thomas,  16  Gray,  290;  Com. 
V.  Bailey,  13  Allen,  541;  Chalker  v.  Dickin- 
son, 1  Conn.  382,  6  Am.  Dec.  250;  Hcckman 
V.  Swett,  107  Cal.  276,  40  Pac.  420;  Ex 
parte  Maier,  103  Cal.  476,  42  Am.  St.  Rep. 
129,  37  Pac.  402;  Geer  v.  Connecticut,  161 
U.  S.  519,  40  L.  ed.  793,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
600.  See  Moor  v.  Veazie,  32  Me.  343,  52 
Am.  Dec.  655;  Mullen  v.  Penobscot  Log 
Driving  Co.  90  Me.  555,  38  Atl.  557.  In 
the  case  of  Com.  v.  Hilton,  174  Mass.  29,  45 
L.R.A.  475,  54  N.  E.  362,  which  we  have 
cited  several  titpes  in  this  opinion,  the  right 
of  the  state  to  prohibit  by  authorized  mu- 
nicipal regulation  the  taking  of  clams  for 
sale  by  any  except  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  in  which  the  clam  beds  are  situated 
was  upheld,  though  in  that  case  it  appears 
that  by  general  statutes  the  right  of  every 
citizen  of  the  state  to  take  clams  "for  his 
family  use"  was  saved. 

From  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  or- 
dinance of  1641  until  the  present  time  it 
has  been  the  policy  of  Massachusetts  and 
Maine  to  regard  the  inhabitants  of  the  sev- 
eral towns  as  entitled  to  superior  or  pref- 
erential privileges  in  the  clam  beds  within 
their  respective  limits,  and  this  policy  ha? 
been  repeatedly  crystallized  in  the  statu- 
tory law.  In  the  colonial  ordinance  of  1641 
it  was  declared  that  "every  inhabitant  that 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
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is  a  householder  shall  have  free  fishing  and 
fowling  in  any  great  ponds,  bays,  coves, 
and  rivers,  so  far  as  the  sea  ebbs  and  flows 
within  the  precincts  of  the  town  where  they 
dwell,  unless  the  freemen  of  the  same  town 
or  the  general  court  have  otherwise  appro- 
priated them."  It  should  be  said  that  the 
phrase  "free  fishing"  has  been  held  not  to 
mean  exclusive  fishing.  Melvin  v.  Whiting, 
7  Pick.  70;  Collidge  v.  Williams,  4  Mass. 
140;  Com.  V.  Bailey,  13  Allen,  541.  These 
cases,  however,  recognize  the  power  of  the 
state  to  appropriate  or  grant  the  fisheries. 

In  Com.  V.  Hilton,  the  supreme  judicial 
court  of  Massachusetts,  citing  the  ordi- 
nance referred  to,  and  many  Massachu- 
setts statutes,  said:  "From  the  earliest 
times,  in  regulating  common  rights  in  fish- 
eries, statutes  have  been  passed  which  au- 
thorize a  preference  of  inhabitants  of  the 
town  in  which  the  fishing  place  is  situated." 
In  Dill  v.  Wai-eham,  7  Met.  438,  after  de- 
claring that  towns  have  no  property  in  fish- 
eries, the  court  said:  "Still  the  laws  recog- 
nized some  rights  of  the  inhabitants  of 
towns,  as  the  celebrated  colony  ordinance  of 
1641,  .  .  .  which  secured  free  fishing 
and  fowling,  but  limited  the  privileges 
thereby  secured  to  householders,  and  to  such 
free  fishing  and  fowling  within  the  limits  of 
their  respective  townships.  Such  regtila- 
tions  obviously  gave  the  privilege  rather 
to  the  inhabitants  of  townships  personally 
and  respectively  than  to  the  town  in  its 
corporate  capacity;  and  rather  as  a  com- 
mon privilege  than  as  a  right  of  property." 

In  this  state  the  principle  of  preference 
was  recognized  at  the  start,  and  in  some 
form  or  other  has  continued  to  be  recog- 
nized. In  Stat.  1821,  chap.  179,  p.  774,  §  3, 
the  taking  of  the  shellfish  without  permits 
from  the  selectmen  was  forbidden,  with  the 
exception  that,  "every  inhabitant  of  each 
town  might  take  without  permit  shellfish 
for  the  use  of  his  or  her  family."  The  priv- 
ilege of  taking  a  limited  amount  for  bait 
was  also  excepted.  The  same  provisions  ap- 
pear in  Rev.  Stat.  1841,  chap.  61,  and  were 
held  in  Moulton  v.  Libbey,  37  Me.  472,  59 
Am.  Dec.  57,  to  be  a  valid  regulation  of  tha 
common  fisheries.  In  Rev.  Stat.  1857,  chap. 
40,  §  19,  the  provisions  were  modified  by 
limiting  permits  to  inhabitants  of  the  state 
to  their  respective  towns.  These  regula- 
tions were  continued  unchanged  in  Rev. 
Stat.  1871,  chap.  40,  §§  19,  20,  and  Rev. 
Stat.  1883,  chap.  40,  §§  23,  24.  By  Rev. 
Stat.  1903,  chap.  41,  the  power  of  regula- 
ting clam  digging  within  their  respective 
limits  was  remitted  to  the  towns.  The 
towns  were  to  vote,  and  the  municipal  offi- 
cers were  to  grant  permits.  But  a  prefer- 
ence for  "the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town"  is  still  shown,  except  when  the  town 
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fails  to  take  action,  in  which  case  there  is 
free  fishing  for  everyone.  State  ▼,  Wal- 
lace, 102  Me.  229,  6<  Atl.  476. 

Up  to  this  point  we  have  discussed  the 
power  of  the  state  without  reference  to  the 
14th  Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. This  somewhat  lengthy  recapitulation 
of  timewom  principles  has  seemed  neces- 
sary in  order  that  we  may  view  precisely 
the  legal  situation  with  respect  to  com- 
mon fisheries  to  which  it  is  claimed  that 
the  14th  Amendment  has  now  attached,  and 
concerning  which  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
state  are  entitled  to  the  equal  protection 
of  the  laws. 

"What  satisfies  the  equality  protected  by 
the  Constitution  has  not  been  and  probably 
never  can  be  precisely  defined."  Magoun  v. 
Illinois  Trust  &  Sav.  Bank,  170  U.  S.  293, 
42  L.  ed.  1042, 18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  694;  Straud- 
er  T.  West  Virginia,  100  U.  S.  303,  25  L.  ed. 
604.  Perhaps  the  most  comprehensive  def- 
inition is  that  found  in  Barbier  v.  Connolly, 
113  U.  S.  27,  28  L.  ed.  923,  5  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
357:  "The  14th  Amendment,  in  declaring 
that  no  state  'shall  .  .  .  deny  to  any 
person  within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  laws,'  undoubtedly  intended 
,  .  .  that  equal  protection  and  security 
should  be  given  to  all  under  like  circum- 
stances in  the  enjoyment  of  their  personal 
and  civil  rights;  that  all  persons  should  be 
equally  entitled  to  pursue  their  happiness 
and  acquire  and  enjoy  property;  .  .  . 
that  no  impediment  should  be  interposed  to 
the  pursuits  of  any  one  except  as  applied 
to  the  same  pursuits  by  others  under  like 
circumstances.  .  .  .  Class  legislation  dis- 
criminating against  some,  and  favoring 
others  is  prohibited;  but  legislation  which 
in  carrying  out  a  public  purpose  is  limited 
in  its  ^plication,  if  within  the  sphere  of 
its  operation  it  affects  alike  all  persons  sim- 
ilarly situated,  is  not  within  the  Amend- 
ment." In  State  v.  Minor,  6  L.R.A.  621, 
note,  it  was  well  said  that  "to  forbid  an 
individual  or  a  class  the  right  to  the  ac- 
quisition or  use  or  enjoyment  of  property 
in  such  a  manner  as  should  be  permitted  to 
the  community  at  large  would  be  to  de- 
prive them  of  liberty  in  particulars  of  pri- 
mary importance  to  their  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness .  .  .  [and]  ^  invalid  as  subversive 
of  rights  .  .  .  guaranteed  by  the  14th 
Amendment."  In  our  own  case  of  State  v. 
Montgomery,  94  Me.  192,  80  Am.  St.  Rep. 
386,  47  Atl.  165,  we  said  that  the  inhibi- 
tion of  the  14th  Amendment  "was  designed 
to  prevent  any  person  or  class  of  persons 
from  being  singled  out  as  a  sjiecial  subject 
for  discriminating  and  hostile  legislation." 
Pembina  Consol.  Silver  Min.  Co.  v.  Penn- 
sylvania, 125  U.  S.  181,  31  L.  cd.  650,  2 
Inters.  Com.  Rep.  24,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  737. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


And  it  is  important  to  note  in  this  con- 
nection that  the  equality  clause  'in  the  14tk 
Amendment  did  not  create  any  new  or  snb> 
stantive  legal  rights,  nor  enlarge  the  gen- 
eral classification  of  rights  of  persons  or 
things  existing  in  any  state  under  the  laws 
thereof.  It  operated  upon  them  as  it  found 
them  established,  and  it  declared,  in  snb- 
stance,  that  such  as  they  were  in  each  state 
they  should  be  held  and  enjoyed  alike  by  all 
persons  within  its  jurisdiction.  Minor  v. 
Happersett,  21  Wall.  1(2,  22  L.  ed.  627; 
United  States  v.  Cruikshank,  92  U.  S.  542, 
23  L.  ed.  588;  Ward  v.  Flood,  48  Oal.  36,  17 
Am.  Rep.  405. 

But  the  equality  clause  is  not  necessarily 
infringed  by  special  legislation,  or  by  a  leg- 
islative classification  of  persons  or  tbinj^ 
"It  'only  requires  the  same  means  and  meth- 
ods to  be  applied  impartially  to  all  the  con- 
stituents of  a  class,  so  that  the  law  shall 
operate  equally  and  uniformly  upon  all  per- 
sons in  similar  circumstances.'  ...  It 
does  not  prohibit  legislation  which  is  limit- 
ed either  in  the  objects  to  which  it  is  di- 
rected or  by  the  territory  within  which  it  it 
to  operate.  It  merely  requires  that  all  per- 
sons subjected  to  such  legislation  shall  be 
treated  alike  under  like  circumstances  and 
conditions.  .  .  .  The  rule,  therefore,  is 
not  a  substitute  for  municipal  law.  It  only 
prescribes  that  that  law  have  the  attribute 
of  equality  of  operation,  and  equality  of 
operation  does  not  mean  indiscriminate 
operation  ob  persons  merely  as  such,  but  on 
persons  according  to  their  relations."  Ma- 
goun v.  Illinois  Trust  A  Sav.  Bank,  supra; 
Kentucky  R.  Tax  Cases,  116  U.  S.  321,  29 
L.  ed.  414,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  67.  We  have  al- 
ready seen  that  the  14th  Amendment  is  not 
infringed  upon  by  a  state  law  confining  the 
right  of  fishing  within  the  navigable  waters 
of  the  state  to  citizens  of  the  state.  Mc- 
Cready  t.  Virgmia,  94  U.  S.  391,  24  L.  ed. 
248. 

Special  legislation  is  not  obnoxious  to  the 
equality  clause  of  the  14th  Amendment,  if 
all  persons  subject  to  it  are  treated  alike 
under  similar  circumstances  and  conditions. 
Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Mackey,  127  U.  S.  205, 
32  L.  ed.  107,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1161;  Hayes 
V.  Missouri,  120  U.  S.  C8,  30  L.  ed.  678,  7 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  350.  Wherever  the  law  oper- 
ates alike  upon  all  persons  and  property 
similarly  situated,  equal  protection  cannot 
be  said  to  be  denied.  Walston  v.  Nevin, 
128  U.  S.  578,  32  L.  ed.  544,  9  Sup.  Ct  Rep. 
192.  The  equality  clause  means  that  no 
person  or  class  of  persons  shall  be  denied 
the  same  protection  of  the  law  which  is 
enjoyed  by  other  persons  or  other  classes 
in  tiie  same  place  and  under  like  circom- 
stances.  Missouri  v.  Lewis  (Bowman  T. 
Lewis)  101  U.  S.  22,  26  L.  ed.  989;  Dow  T. 
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Beidelman,  126  U.  S.  680,  31  L.  ed.  841,  2 
Inters.  Com.  Rep.  66,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1028; 
Wurts  T.  Hoagland,  114  U.  S.  G06,  29  L. 
ed.  229,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1086;  Missouri  P. 
IL  Co.  V.  Humes,  116  U.  8.  612,  29  L.  ed. 
463,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  110;  Lowe  ▼.  Kansas, 
163  U.  S.  81,  41  L.  ed.  78,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
1031;  Leavitt  r.  Canadian  P.  R.  Ct>.  90  Me. 
163,  38  IaR.A.  162,  37  Atl.  886. 

It  was  said  by  tliis  court  in  State  t. 
Mitchell,  97  Me.  66,  94  Am.  St.  Rep.  481,  63 
Atl.  887,  that  "these  constitutional  provi- 
sions do  not  prevent  a  state  diversifying 
its  legislation  or  other  action  to  meet  diver- 
sities in  situations  and  conditions  within 
its  borders.  There  is  no  inhibition  against 
»  state  making  different  regulations  for  dif- 
ferent localities  for  different  kinds  of  busi- 
ness and  occupations.  .  .  .  And  gener- 
ally for  different  matters  affecting  differ- 
ently the  welfare  of  the  people.  Such  dif- 
ferent regulations  of  different  matters  are 
not  discriminations  between  persons,  but 
only  between  things  or  situations.  They 
make  no  discriminations  for  or  against  any- 
one as  an  individual  or  as  one  of  a  class  of 
individuals,  but  only  for  or  against  his  lo- 
cality, his  business  or  occupation,  the  na- 
ture of  his  property,"  etc. 

But  discrimination,  to  be  constitutional, 
must  be  based  upon  some  reasonable 
ground, — some  difference  which  bears  a  just 
and  proper  relation  to  the  attempted  class- 
ification, and  is  not  a  mere  arbitrary  selec- 
tion. Gulf,  C.  A.  S.  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Ellis,  165  U. 
8.  160,  41  L.  ed.  660,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  265; 
State  T.  Monto[onicry,  94  Me.  192,  80  Am. 
St.  Rep.  386,  47  Atl.  165.  It  must  be  rea- 
sonable and  based  upon  real  differences  in 
the  situation,  condition,  or  tendencies  of 
things.  State  v.  Mitchell,  supra;  Coving- 
ton &  L.  Turnp.  Uoad  Co.  v.  Sand  ford,  164 
U.  8.  678,  41  U  cd.  660,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
198;  New  York,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  Co.  t.  New 
York,  165  U.  S.  628,  41  L.  ed.  853,  17  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  418. 

In  the  light  of  these  interpretations  of 
the  equality  clause  of  the  14th  Amendment, 
is  the  statute  in  question  so  manifestly  un- 
reasonable and  arbitrary  in  its  discrimina- 
tion as  to  fall  before  the  constitutional  in- 
hibition T    We  are  led  to  think  not. 

The  statute  forbids  all  classes  of  persons, 
with  two  exceptions,  from  taking  clams  in 
Scarboro  for  any  purpose.  The  exceptions 
are  inhabitants  or  residents  of  the  town, 
who  may  take  clams  for  the  use  of  them- 
selves and  families,  and  hotel  keepers  with- 
in the  town,  who  may  take  for  the  use  of 
their  hotels.  It  is  evident  that  all  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  state  cannot  take  clams 
in  Scarboro  without  limit.  Such  indiscrim- 
S6  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


inate  taking  might  be  destructive  of  the 
fishing  itself,  a  point  which  is  noticed  in 
some  of  the  cases.  Nickerson  v.  Brackett, 
10  Mass.  212;  Corfleld  v.  Coryell,  4  Wash. 
C.  0.  371,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  3,230.  That  the 
state  may,  by  regulation,  prevent  such  de- 
struction we  think  must  be  conceded.  To 
do  this  the  state  must  necessarily  limit  the 
times  within  which  or  the' number  of  per- 
sons by  whom  they  may  be  taken.  The 
.state  can  undoubtedly  limit  the  times.  It 
can  fix  "close  times."  But  would  it  be  a 
practicable  regulation  of  clams  for  all  to 
have  clams  one  year  and  none  to  have  any 
another?  We  do  not  know  the  clam-digging 
situation  in  Scarboro  as  the  legislature  is 
presumed  to  have  known.  But  we  are  con- 
cluded by  the  legislative  determination,  that 
the  interest  of  the  public  would  be  promoted 
by  this  legislation.  Com.  r.  Hilton,  174 
Mass.  29,  45  L.R.A.  475,  64  N.  E.  362.  It 
must  be  assumed  that  there  was  good  rea- 
son in  the  public  interest  for  the  classifi- 
cation, saving  only  the  question  of  equal 
protection  of  individuals  or  classes. 

Since  it  must  be  assumed  that  the  publto 
interest  required  some  limitation  upon  the 
right  of  clam  fishing,  it  does  not  seem  to 
us  that  it  is  unreasonable  or  arbitrary  for 
the  state,  having  a  proprietary  interest  as 
well  as  a  governmental  power,  all  for  the 
public  benefit,  to  give  the  preference  to 
thoee  whom  the  law  for  more  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  has  given  a  preference, 
and  who  were  enjoying  a  preference  when 
the  14th  Amendment  was  adopted,  namely, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  within  which 
the  fisheries  are  located.  The  discrimination 
between  them  and  the  inhabitants  of  other 
towns  seems  to  us  to  "bear  a  just  and  prop- 
er relation"  to  the  difference  in  situation, 
in  locality,  and  in  the  actual  enjoyment  of 
prior  legal  rights  or  privileges.  It  is  not 
unreasonable  that  they  to  whose  doors  na- 
ture has  brought  these  "succulent  bivalves" 
shall  be  entitled  to  them  before  those  who 
are  less  favorably  situated,  whenever  there 
must  be  restriction.  And  we  do  not  think 
that  the  legislative  recognition  of  this 
existing  superiority  in  situation  and  priv- 
ilege denies  to  others  the  equal  protection 
of  the  law. 

And  it  may  be  said,  further,  that  if  the 
state  may,  under  the  circumstances,  prefer 
some,  it  may,  so  far  as  the  14th  Amend- 
ment is  concerned,  entirely  exclude  others. 
A  preference  violates  equality  as  certainly 
as  exclusion  does. 

The  reasons  suggested  by  us  for  holding 
that  this  discriminating  legislation  is  not 
inimical  to  the  equal  protection  clause  of 
the  14th  Amendment  apply  alike  to  the 
inhabitant  of  the  town  who  takes  clams  for 
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his  own  use  and  to  the  hotel  keeper  in  the 
town  who  takes  them  for  use  in  his  hotel. 

Exceptions  overruled. 

Case  to  stand  for  trial,  as  per  stipulation. 
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C.  E.  WETTLAUFER,  Appt, 

V. 

NEWTON  J.  BAXTER  ct  al. 

(—  Ky  — ,  125  S.  W.  741.) 

XcKotlable  instruments  law  —  interpre- 
tation —  common-law  rules. 

1.  Any  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  provi- 
sions of  the  negotiable  instruments  law 
must  be  solved  by  a  reference  to  the  law 
merchant  as  it  was  theretofore  adminis- 
tered. 

Note  —  ne{;otiabllity. 

•2.  A  not«  not  containing  the  words  "to 
onler"  or  "liearer,"  or  their  ojuivalent.  is 
not  negotiable  under  tlie  provisions  of  the 
negotiable  instruments  law. 
Same  — ciTcct  of  indorsement. 

3.  The  provision  of  the  negotiable  in- 
struments law  that  an  instrument  is  pay- 
able to  bearer  when  the  last  indorsement  is 
in  blank  docs  not  convert  into  a  negotiable 


instrument  a  note  whicb  does  not  contiin 
words  of  negotiability  on  its  face. 
Non-ncsotiabic  note  —  traiisfer  —  rights. 

4.  Title  to  a  non-negotiable  note  tuy  be 
transferred  by  indorsement  and  deliver;-. 
but  the  assignee  acquires  the  instnimeut 
subject  to  the  law  applicable  to  non-neg!) 
tiable  paper. 

Pleading— foreign  statute. 

5.  To  apply  the  law  of  a  foreign  state  in 
which  a  note  was  made  and  to  be  |aiil,  in 
an  action  upon  the  note,  the  provisions  ol 
the  foreign  law  must  be  pleaded. 
Non-negotiable  paper  —  liability  of  in- 

dorser. 

6.  The  assignor  of  a  non-negotiable  note 
is  not  liable  thereon,  unless  the  maker  has 
been  prosecuted  with  due  diligence  to  in- 
solvency. 

(March  2,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a,  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Daviess  County 
dismissing  an  action  brought  to  recover  Die 
amount  alleged  to  bo  due  on  a  certain  nute 
Affirmed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Skillman,  for  appellant: 
If   the   note   is   not  negotiable,  Baxter's 


Note.  —  Effect  of  blank  indorsement  to 
impart  negotiability  to  non-negotla- 
able  instrument. 

While  the  term  "indorsement"  is  very 
commonly  applied  indiffcrentlj-  to  both  neg:)- 
tiable  and  non-negotiable  instrumenrs,  in 
the  technical  sense  of  the  term  there  can 
be  no  indorsement  of  non-negotiable  paper. 
Such  paper  may  be  assigned  by  delivery,  and 
the  assignee  acquires  only  the  title  that  his 
indorser  had,  and  takes  the  paper  subject  to 
all  equities  and  defenses  existing  against  it 
in  the  hands  of  his  assignor.  4  Am.  &  Eny. 
Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  2iili. 

In  Leidy  v.  Tammany,  9  Watts,  3.)3,  the 
lower  court  instructed  the  jury  that  the 
blank  indorsement,  after  maturity,  of  a 
note  non-nogotiable  on  its  face,  did  not  give 
it  a  negotiable  character,  so  as  to  enable 
the  holder  to  sue  as  indorsee;  but  the  ap- 
pellate court  held  that,  as  between  the  in- 
dorser and  the  holder,  such  indorsement 
could  be  regarded  as  a  new  note,  or  in  the 
light  of  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  the 
indorser  upon  the  maker  of  the'  note  in 
favor  of  tlie  indorsee,  who  could  recover 
from  the  indorser  upon  a  count  for  money 
lent. 

>So,  in  Seymour  v.  Van  Slyck,  8  Wend. 
404,  it  was  held  that  such  blank  indorse- 
ment of  a  non-negotiable  note  was  e<]uiva- 
lent  to  the  making  of  a  new  note;  that  it 
was  an  absolute  guaranty  that  the  note 
would  be  paid,  and  not  a  conditional  one 
to  pay  if  the  maker  did  not,  upon  demand 
after  due  notice;  and  such  indorser  had  no 
right  to  insist  upon  a  previous  demand  of 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  original  maker  and  notice  of  nonpay- 
ment. This  ease  was  affirmed  in  l.i  Wenil. 
19,  without  passing  upon  this  question. 

But  in  Aldis  v.  Johnson,  1  Vt.  13G.  where 
it  appeared  that  the  payee  of  a  non-negoti?- 
ble  note  sold  and  delivered  the  same,  iin.i 
signed  his  name  on  the  back  thereof,  the 
court,  speaking  of  this  as  an  indor:>enieat. 
and  holding  that  the  same  became  subjec: 
to  the  rules  of  the  law  merchant  wit'' 
respect  to  demand  of  payment  and  notice  cf 
nonpayment,  said:  "We  deem  it  most  rt- 
l)pdieilt  to  treat  the  indorser  of  such  not.- 
with  blank  indorsement,  as  the  drawer  of  a 
bill  of  exchange,  the  indorsee  as  payee,  an.l 
the  maker  as  drawee.  .  .  .  And  tho-e 
who  wish  to  be  governed  by  a  diiTerent  rule 
can  make  their  own  rule  by  the  terms  of  » 
special  indorsement  on  each  note  at  the 
time  of  the  transfer." 

In  Brenzer  v.  Wightmnn,  7  Watts  i  S. 
264;  Bay  v.  Kreazer,  1  Bay,  66;  and  Car- 
ruth  V.  Walker,  8  Wis.  252,  76  Am.  Dec. 
235,  it  was  held  that,  although  a  note  a< 
originally  made  was  not  a  negotiable  note, 
yet  the  payee  by  writing  on  the  back  thertr- 
of,  "pay  to  the  order  of  A,"  and  sipnina 
his  name  thereto,  made  it,  as  Iwtween  him 
and  A,  or  any  subsequent  holder,  a  negotia- 
ble instrument,  subject  to  the  principle-* 
and  usages  which  govern  instruments  of 
that  character. 

No  cases  other  than  WErruiCFEB  v.  Bax- 
TEB  have  been  discovered  as  to  the  effect 
of  the  provision  of  the  negotiable  in-stni- 
ment  law  considered  in  that  case  ujion  ttiis 
question. 
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indorsement  is  equivalent  to  malting  a  new 
note,  and  he  mav  lio  held  as  malcer. 

Cromwell  v.  liewitt,  40  N.  Y.  491,  100 
Am.  Dec.  527;  Richards  t.  Warring,  4  Abb. 
App.  Dee.  47,  1  Keyes,  576,  39  Barb.  42; 
Seymour  v.  Van  Slyck,  6  Wend.  403,  af- 
firmed in  15  Wend.  19. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Atcblson  for  appetloes. 

Carroll,  J.,  deliTered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

In  the  state  of  New  Yorl«  on  July  3, 
1903,  the  Buffalo  Carriage  Top  Company  ex- 
ecuted to  Newton  J.  Baxter  the  following 
note:  ".January  15,  190G,  after  date  we 
promise  to  pay  to  Newton  .1.  Baxter  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  at  58  Carroll  St . 
RutTalo,  X.  Y."  '  On  the  back  of  the  note 
Newton  J.  Baxter  wrote  his  name,  and  be- 
fore its  maturity  it  was  discounted  by  ap- 
pellant, Wettlaufer,  and  delivered  to  him 
by  Baxter.  When  the  note  fell  due,  it  was 
presented  to  {he  Buffalo  Carriage  Tup  Com- 
pany for  payment,  and  payment  refused. 
Thereupon  the  note  was  protested  by  a 
notary,  and  notice  of  its  dishonor  mailed  to 
Haxter  at  his  residence,  in  Owensboro,  Ken- 
lucky.  Baxter  declining  to  pay  the  note, 
»uit  was  brought  on  it  against  him  in  the 
Diiviess  circuit  court.  A  general  demurrer 
was  sustained  to  the  petition,  and,  declining 
to  plead  further,  the  petition  was  dismissed. 

The  petition  as  amended,  after  setting 
out  sulmtantially  the  facts  before  stated, 
averred  that  the  note  was  executed  and  de- 
livered by  the  payer  to  Baxter  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  was  indorsed  and  deliv- 
ered by  Baxter  to  Wettlaufer  in  that  state; 
that,  before  the  execution  of  the  note,  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York  had 
enacted  what  is  known  as  the  "negotiable 
instrument  law,"  which  was  in  force  when 
it  was  executed  and  transferred;  and  that 
its  provisions  applied  to  the  note.  It  is 
conceded  that  the  negotiable  instrument  law 
of  the  state  of  New  York  is  identical  with 
the  negotiable  instrument  law  enacted  by 
the  legislature  of  Kentucky  in  March,  1904, 
and  which  is  now  chapter  90B,  §  3720B,  Ky. 
Stat.  (Russell's  Stat.  §§  1820-2014).  The 
questions  involved  in  the  ca.ee  are:  Was 
the  note  before  its  indorsement  by  Baxter 
n  negotiable  instrument  within  the  meaning 
of  the  negotiable  instrument  act?  Or.  if 
not,  did  Baxter,  by  signing  his  name  on  the 
l«ick  of  the  note,  and  selling  and  delivering 
it  before  maturity  to  Wettlaufer,  convert  it 
into  a  negotiable  note,  and  make  all  the 
parties  to  it  subject  to  the  negotiable  in- 
strument act  the  same  as  if  it  had  b(>cn  n 
negotiable  note  in  the  first  instance? 

The  contention  of  counsel  for  Baxter  is 
that  the  note  was  not  a  nc:;otiable  instru- 
ment, and  that  Baxter,  by  si{>ning  his  name 
20  L.E.A.(N.S.) 


on  the  back  of  the  note,  became  merely  an 
assignor,  and  not  liable,  unless  suit  was 
brought  oil  it  at  the  first  term  of  the  court, 
against  the  maker,  the  Buffalo  Carriage  Top 
Company,  and  it  prosecuted  to  insolvency. 
In  other  words,  the  effort  is  to  apply  to 
this  case  the  rule  of  law  announced  by  this 
court  in  Francis  v.  (Jant,  80  Ky.  190,  and 
many  other  ca.ses,  holding  that,  before  an 
assignee  (as  it  is  said  Wettlaufer  i^  can 
recover  of  an  assignor  (as  it  is  contended 
Baxter  is),  he  must  institute  his  action 
against  the  payer  of  the  note  at  the  first 
term  of  the  court  after  the  note  falls  due, 
obtain  judgment,  have  execution  issue,  and 
a  return  of  no  property  found,  without  un- 
reasonable delay.  If  the  law  as  declared  in 
this  line  of  cases  applies  to  this  note,  it  is 
manifest  that  the  ruling  of  the  lower  court 
was  correct,  as  there  is  no  averment  that 
the  Buffalo  Carriage  Top  Company  was 
prosecuted  to  insolvency,  or  that  any  action 
was  brought  against  it  before  proceeding 
against  Baxter.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
contention  for  Wettlaufer  is  that  the  lia- 
bility of  Baxter  upon  this  note  is  to  t>e 
determined  by  the  negotiable  instrument 
act,  which  repealed  all  former  laws  upon 
the  subject  of  bills  and  notes,  and  the  rights 
and  duties  of  assignees  and  assignors  under 
them,  and  that,  by  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  Baxter  occupies  the  position  of  an  in- 
dorser,  and  not  as  assignor  of  the  note.  Or, 
in  other  words,  that,  although  the- note  may 
not  have  been  negotiable  when  first  executed 
and  delivered,  Baxter  by  his  indorsement 
converted  it  into  a.  nei^otiable  note,  and 
that,  treating  it  as  such,  the  liability  of 
Baxter  and  the  other  parties  must  be  con- 
trolled by  the  negotiable  instrument  act. 

In  considering  the  questions,  involved,  we 
will  for  convenience  refer  to  the  negotiable 
instrument  act  adopted  in  this  state.  The 
sections  of  the  act  pertinent  are: 

"§  3720B.  Section  1.  An  instrument  to 
be  negotiated  must  conform  to  tlic  follow- 
ing requirements:  (1)  It  must  be  in  wri- 
ting and  signed  by  the  maker  or  drawer. 

(2)  Must  contain  an  unconditional  promise 
or  order  to  pay  a  sum  certain  in  money. 

(3)  Must  be  payable  on  demand  or  at  a 
fixed  or  determinable  future  time.  (4) 
Must  be  payable  to  the  order  of  a  specified 
person  or  to  bearer;  and  (5)  where  the  in- 
strument is  addressed  to  a  drawee,  he  must 
be  named,  or  otherwise  indicated  therein 
within  rea.''onable  certainty." 

"See.  8.  The  instrument  is  payable  to 
order  where  it  is  drawn  payable  to  the 
order  of  a  s|)ecifie(l  person  or  to  him  or  his 
order.  It  may  be  drawn  payable  to  the 
order  of:  (1)  A  payee  who  is  not  maker, 
drawer,  or  drawee;  or  (2)  the  drawer  or 
maker;  or   (3)   the  drawee;  or   (4)   two  or 
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more  payees  jointly;  or  (5)  one  or  some  of 
several  payees;  or  (6)  the  holder  of  an 
office  for  the  time  being.  Where  the  instru- 
ment is  payable  to  order,  the  payee  must 
be  named,  or  othenrise  indicated  therein 
with  reasonable  certainty. 

"See.  9.  The  instrument  is  payable  to 
bearer:  (1)  When  it  is  expressed  to  be  so 
payable;  or  (2)  when  it  is  payable  to  a 
perstfn  named  thereon  or  bearer;  or  (3) 
when  it  is  payable  to  the  order  of  a  fic- 
titious or  nonexisting  person,  and  such  fact 
was  known  to  the  person  making  it  so  pay- 
able; or  (4)  when  the  name  of  the  payee 
does  not  purport  to  be  the  name  of  any 
person;  or  (6)  when  the  only  or  last  in- 
dorsement is  an  indorsement  in  blank." 

"Sec.  30.  An  instrument  is  negotiated 
when  it'  is  transferred  from  one  person  to 
another  in  such  manner  as  to  constitute  the 
transferee  the  holder  thereof;  if  payable  to 
bearer,  it  is  negotiated  by  delivery;  if  pay- 
able to  order,  it  is  negotiated  by  the  in- 
dorsement of  the  holder,  completed  by  ds- 
liyery." 

"Sec.  34.  A  special  indorsement  specifies 
the  person  to  whom  or  to  whose  order  the 
instrument  is  to  be  payable;  and  the  in- 
dorsement of  such  indorsee  is  necessary  to 
the  further  negotiation  of  the  instrument. 
An  indorsement  in  blank  specifies  no  in- 
dorsee, and  an  instrument  so  indorsed  is 
payablft  to  bearer,  and  may  be  negotiated 
by  delivery." 

"Sec.  184.  A  negotiable  promissory  note 
within  the  meaning  of  tliis  act  is  an  uncon- 
ditional promise  in  writing  made  by  one 
person  to  another,  signed  by  the  maker, 
engaging  to  pay  on  demand  or  at  a  fixed 
or  determinable  future  time,  a  sum  certain 
in  money  to  order  or  to  bearer.  Where  a 
note  is  drawn  to  the  maker's  own  order,  it 
is  not  complete  until  indorsed  by  him." 

The  negotiable  instrument  act  is  not  a 
new  law.  It  is,  with  few  exceptions,  merely 
the  codification  of  old  laws  that  were  in 
force  and  effect  by  virtue  of  judicial  pro- 
nouncement or  legislative  enactment,  and 
generally  uniform.  In  many  of  the  states, 
including  our  own,  there  was  very  little 
statutory  law  on  the  subject  of  bills  and 
notes  previous  to  the  passage  of  this  act. 
Some  of  these  statutes  were  not  uniform, 
nor  indeed  were  the  opinions  of  the  courts 
altogether  in  harmony.  And  so,  to  remove 
the  confusion  and  uncertainty  that  was 
caused  in  commercial  affairs  by  the  lack  of 
uniformity  in  legislative  enactments  and 
harmony  in  judicial  opinions,  a  committee 
of  gentlemen  learned  in  the  commercial  law 
prepared  the  negotiable  instrument  act,  not 
with  a  view  of  making  any  radical  changes 
in  the  law  as  generally  understood  and  ad- 
ministered, but  to  remove  the  doubt,  as  well 
26  L.RA.(N.S.) 


as  conflict,  that  had  in  some  inataaees  come 
into  existence  from  difference  in  statutory 
laws  as  well  as  court  opinions.  The  resnlt 
of  their  labors  was  the  present  act,  which 
has  become  the  law  in  a  large  majority  of 
the  states.  And  looking  to  the  intention 
of  the  law  and  the  purpose  of  its  prepsn- 
tion  and  enactment,  if  there  is  doubt  about 
the  meaning  of  any  of  its  provisions,  and 
that  doubt  can  be  solved  by  a  reference  to 
the  law  merchant  as  it  was  theretofore  ad- 
ministered, this  law  should  be  looked  to, 
and  the  act,  if  practicable,  given  such  > 
construction  as  will  make  it  hazmoolie  with 
the  general  principles  of  commercial  law  in 
force  before  its  enactment.  For  the  purpose 
then  of  ascertaining  what  bills  and  notes  it 
was  intended  should  be  negotiable  within 
the  meaning  of  this  act,  we  may  with  pro- 
priety inquire  what  words  were  generally 
considered  necessary  to  make  a  note  or  bill 
negotiable  before  this  act  went  into  effect, 
with  a  view  of  noting  what  change,  if  any, 
was  made  in  this  particular.  In  an  article 
in  7  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  606,  by  »  well- 
known  writer  on  commercial  paper,  it  is 
said :  "The  usual  form  of  negotiable  paper  is 
a  provision  for  payment  to  'order*  or  'bearer.' 
These  or  similar  words  are  in  general  neces- 
sary to  its  negotiability,  and  are  often  re- 
quired by  statute,  but  a  note  which  is  non- 
negotiable  for  want  of  such  words  is  still  a 
valid  note,  and  may  be  declared  on  as  such. 
Bills  payable  to  bearer  were  formerly  held 
to  be  non-negotiable,  as  being  without  words 
of  transfer;  but  they  are  now  recognized  as 
negotiable  and  transferable  by  delivery. 
Making  the  instrument  payable  'to  the  or- 
der of  a  person  named  is  the  same  as  to 
such  person  'or  order;'  and  iii  like  manner 
to  a  person  named  'or  bearer*  is  the  same  in 
effect  as  'to  bearer.'  Without  words  of  ne 
gotiability  purchasers  take  the  bill  or  note 
subject  to  all  defenses  which  were  available 
between  the  original  parties;  and  if  it  was 
originally  non-negotiable,  as  against  the 
original  parties,  it  will  not  be  rendered 
negotiable  by  subsequent  transfer  in  nego- 
tiable form."  The  same  rule  is  announced 
in  4  Am.  A,  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  133; 
Story,  Bills  of  Exchange,  §  GO;  Dan.  Keg. 
Inst.  §  105;  Unaka  Nat.  Bank  v.  Butler,  113 
Tenn.  574,  83  S.  W.  655;  Westberg  v.  Chi- 
cago Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  117  Wis.  689,  94 
N.  W.  572. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  it  was  uniformly 
held  that,  in  order  to  make  a  note  or  a  bill 
negotiable,  the  words  "to  order"  or  "Ho 
bearer,"  or  equivalent  words,  must  be  used 
in  the  body  of  the  note.  It  will  be  kept  in 
mind,  however,  that  the  absence  of  these 
words  do  not  affect  the  validity  of  a  note 
or  render  it  nontransferable  or  nonassigna- 
ble.    Their  only  effect  is  to  make  the  im- 
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■troment  negotiable,'  and  thereby  cut  oS 
defenses  that  the  maker  or  either  of  the 
parties  to  the  paper  might  have  and  make 
against  a  holder  in  due  course  if  the  note 
was  not  n^otiable.  The  negotiable  instru- 
ment act  does  not  apply  to,  or  affect  the 
rights  or  liabilities  of  persons  on,  paper 
that  is  not  within  its  meaning  negotiable. 
But  if  a  note  is  made  payable  to  a  specified 
person  "or  order,"  or  to  a  speciiied  person 
"or  bearer,"  and  such  a  paper  comes  into 
the  hands  of  a  holder  in  due  course — that 
is,  a  holder  who  has  taken  the  instrument 
under  the  following  conditions,  mentioned 
in  §  62:  "(1)  that  the  instrument  is  com- 
plete and  regular  upon  its  face,  (2)  that  he 
became  the  holder  of  it  before  it  was  over- 
due, and  without  notice  that  it  had  been 
previously  dishonored,  if  such  was  the  fact, 
(3)  that  he  took  it  in  good  faith  and  for 
value,  (4)  that,  at  the  time  it  was  nego- 
tiated to  him,  he  had  no  notice  of  any  in- 
firmity in  the  instrument,  or  defect  in  the 
title  of  the  person  negotiating  it," — then 
neither  the  maker  of  the  note  nor  any  other 
person  on  it  can  make  as  against  him  de- 
fenses such  as  fraud,  or  want  of  considera- 
tion, oir  the  like,  that  they  or  either  of  them 
might  have  made  if  the  note  was  not  a 
negotiable  instrument.  In  short,  if  a  note 
is  not  a  negotiable  instrument  within  the 
meaning  of  this  act,  then  the  rights  and 
liabilities  of  the  parties  on  it  are  to  be 
determined  by  the  law  as  administered  with 
reference  to  non-negotiable  instruments.  If 
it  is  a  negotiable  instrument  in  the  mean- 
ing of  the  act,  th^i  the  rights  and  liabili- 
ties of  the  parties  to  it  are  fixed  and  deter- 
mined by  the  provisions  of  the  act  alone. 
This  note  in  our  opinion,  which  was  pay- 
able to  Baxter  alone,  and  did  not  contain 
the  worda  "to  order"  or  "bearer,"  was  not 
a  negotiable  instrument.  These  words  by 
g§  1  and  184  are  indispensable  to  make  the 
paper  a  negotiable  instrument  within  the 
meaning  of  the  act. 

But  the  argument  is  further  made  that, 
as  Baxter  indorsed  the  note  in  blank, — that 
is,  signed  his  name  on  the  back  of  it  with- 
out any  other  words, — he  thereby  converted 
the  note  into  a  negotiable  instrument.  It 
is  true  th<t  §  9  of  the  act  provides  that 
"the  instrument  is  payable  to  bearer  .  .  . 
when  the  only  or  last  indorsement  is  an  in- 
dorsement in  blank;"  but  this  does  not  mean 
that  an  indorsement  in  blank  converts  a 
note  non-negotiable  on  its  face  and  by  its 
terms  'into  a  negotiable  note.  This  con- 
struction would  enable  the  person  who  last 
signed  his  name  on  the  back  of  the  note  to 
change  entirely  the  contract  as  entered  into 
between  the  parties,  and  have  the  effect  of 
Making  the  maker,  payee,  and  all  prior  in- 
dorsers,  liable  upon  a  negotiable  instrument, 
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when  they  intended  to  and  only  became  lia- 
ble upon  a  note  that  was  not  negotiable, 
and  this,  as  can  readily  be  seen,  would  be 
a  most  important  and  material  change  in 
the  obligation  assumed  by  them  when  they 
signed  the  paper.  To  give  the  act  this  con- 
struction would  place  it  in  the  power  of 
any  indorser  who  chose  to  sign  his  name  in 
blajik,  to  change  by  this  act  the  entire  char- 
acter of  the  paper  as  well  as  the  rights  and 
liabilities  of  the  parties  to  it.  It  would 
make  the  character  of  the  paper  depend 
upon  the  manner  of  the  indorsement,  and 
not  upon  the  terms  expressed  in  the  paper. 
Thus,  if  A  indorsed  it  in  blank  to  B,  it 
would  be  negotiable;  but,  if  B  indorsed  it 
specially  to  C,  it  would  be  non-negotiable. 
Manifestly  it  was  not  intended  that  the 
mere  indorsement  of  the  note  by  a  remote 
or  other  indorser  should  have  this  effect. 
When  a  paper  is  started  on  its  journey  into 
the  commercial  W(»'ld,  it  'should  retain  to 
the  end  the  character  given  to  it  in  the 
beginning,  and  written  into  its  face.  If  i^ 
was  intended  to  be  a  negotiable  instrument, 
and  was  so  written,  it  should  continue  to 
be  one.  If  it  was  intended  to  be  a  non- 
negotiable  instrument,  and  was  so  written, 
it  should  so  remain.  Then  everyone  who 
puts  his  name  on  it,  as  well  as  everyone 
who  discounts  or  purchases  it,  will  need 
only  to  read  it  to  know  what  it  is  and  what 
his  rights  and  liabilities  are. 

In  our  opinion  §  9  was  merely  intended 
to  describe  or  designate  the  conditions  under 
which  a  note  negotiable  on  its  face  might 
become  payable  to  bearer,  and  was  not  in- 
tended to  apply  to  a  note  not  on  its  face  or 
by  its  terms  negotiable.  To  illustrate, — if 
this  note  was  payable  to  "Newton  J.  Bax- 
ter or  order,"  then  the  paper  upon  its  face 
would  be  a  negotiable  instrument,  although 
payable  only  to  Baxter  or  order,  and  the 
only  effect  of  the  indorsement  on  the  note 
by  Baxter  in  blank  would  be  to  convert  the 
note  from  a  note  payable  to  order  into  an 
instrument  payable  to  bearer.  But  this  in- 
dorsement would  not  in  any  manner  change 
the  negotiability  of  the  note,  nor  change  the 
attitude  of  any  of  the  prior  parties  on  the 
note,  or  increase  their  liability,  or  cut  off 
any  defenses  that  they  might  have  made, 
as  it  was  at  all  times  a  negotiable  instru- 
ment. Then,  too,  "when  the  only  or  last 
indorsement  is  an  indorsement  in  blank," 
the  maker,  without  notice  of  any  defect  in 
the  title  of  the  holder,  may  pay  the  same 
to  him,  as  it  will  be  presmned  it  came  into 
his  hands  in  due  course,  no  indorsement 
being  necessary.  Although  the  note,  under 
our  construction  of  the  negotiable  instru- 
ment act,  was  not  a  negotiable  instrument, 
yet  Baxter  had  the  right  to  indorse  it  and 
transfer  it  by  delivery,  and  pass  whatever 
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title  he  had  to  the  transferee  or  assignee. 
But  the  assignee  would  then  take  the  note, 
not  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  negotia- 
ble instrument  act,  but  under  the  law  ap- 
plicable to  non-negotiable  paper. 

Having  this  riew  of  the  matter,  Baxter 
should  be  treated  under  our  statute  as  mere- 
ly the  assignor  of  a  non-negotiable  note,  un- 
less the  further  point  presented  by  counsel 
for  appellant  is  sound.  Upon  this  proposi- 
tion the  argument  is  made  tliat,  as  the  note 
was  made  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and 
was  there  payable,  and  there  indorsed  and 
transferred  by  Baxter,  the  liability  of  Bax- 
ter is  to  be  determined  by  the  laws  of  that 
state.  And  it  is  said,  in  brief,  that,  under 
the  law  of  that  state,  the  effect  of  the  in- 
dorsement by  Baxter  was  to  make  him  lia- 
ble to  the  holder  as  a  guarantor  or  maker 
without  proof  of  demand  or  notice  of  non- 
payment ;  that  the  .indorsement  of  the  note, 
although  it  is  not  negotiable,  was  equiva- 
lent to  making  a  new  note;  that  it  was  a 
direct  and  positive  undertaking 'on  the  part 
of  the  indorser  to  pay  the  note  to  the  in- 
dorsee, and  not  a  conditional  one  to  pay, 
if  the  maker  did  not,  upon  demand  after 
notice;  that  the  indorser  in  such  a  case 
stands  in  the  relation  of  principal,  and  not 
as  surety,  to  his  indorsee. 

But  the  case  was  evidently  presented  by 
counsel  fo.  appellant  apon  the  theory  that 
the  note  was  a  negotiable  instrument,  as 
the  petition  as  amended  does  not  set  out 
the  law  of  Kew  York,  under  which  Baxter 
would  be  liable  as  indorser,  although  the 
note  was  not  negotiable.  If  it  had  been 
intended  to  hold  Baxter  upon  the  note  under 
the  law  of  Xew  York,  independent  of  the 
negotiable  instrument  act,  then  the  law  of 
that  stule  should  have  lieen  pleaded,  so  that 
we  might  determine  from  its  provisions  the 
liability,  if  any,  undertaken  by  Baxter  when 
he  indorsed  the  paper.  It  is  well  settled 
that  when,  in  an  action  brought  in  this 
state,  it  is  attempted  to  hold  a  person  liable 
upon  a  contract  made  in  another  state,  un- 
der a  statute  of  that  state,  the  particular 
statute  under  which  it  is  sought  to  make 
the  party  liable  must  he  pleaded  as  any 
other  fact,  so  that  the  court  may  judge 
from  the  law  as  set  out  in  the  pleading 
what  is  its  meaning  and  effect.  Roots  v. 
Merriwcther,  8  Bush,  397.  But,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  pleading  setting  out  what  the 
law  of  New  York  was  at  the  time  the  note 
was  indorsed  by  Baxter,  we  cannot  assume 
that  it  was  as  stated  by  counsel  in  argu- 
ment, and  so  his  liability  must  be  measured 
by  our  law  independent  of  the  negotiable 
instrument  act.  And  as  under  this  law 
Baxter  would  be  treated  merely  as  an 
assignor  of  the  note,  and  would  not  be 
liable  unless  and  until  the  maker  had  been 
2«  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


first  prosecuted  with  due  diligence  to  in- 
solvency, the  petition  did  not  state  a  cause 
of  action,  Ky.  Stat.  §  481  (Ruaaell's  SUt. 
§  1797 ) ;  Campbell  v.  Farmers'  Bank,  10 
Bush,  152;  Edgewood  Distilling  Co.  v.  Now- 
land,  19  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1740,  44  S.  W.  364. 
We  may  add,  however,  that,  as  the  petition 
did  not  state  a  cause  of  action,  the  judg- 
ment below  will  not  bar  a  new  action  under 
the  New  York  statute  properly  pleaded. 
The  judgment  is  affirmed. 


KENTCCKY  COURT  OP  APPEALS. 

LAWRENCE  HUGHES,  Appt., 

V. 

JURY  S.  HAilMOND. 

(—  Ky.  — ,  325  S.  W.  144.) 

Deed  —  provision    for    reverter  —  con- 
flirt  of  fcrant. 

1.  A  clause  providing  for  the  reverter  of 
land  in  case  the  grantee  dies  without  bodily 
heirs,  in  the  hai>endum  of  a  deed  conveying 
property  to  the  separate  use  of  a  married 
•v'oman  to  have  and  to  hold  to  her,  her  heirs 
and  assigns,  forever,  is  void,  and  the  fee 
passes  to  the  grantee. 

Same  —  coiiTeyancc  by  grantee  —  effect. 

2.  A  conveyance  by  one  to  whom  property 
is  deeded  to  have  and  to  hold  to  him  and 
his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  will  defeat  a 
clause  in  the  habendum  providing  for  a 
reverter  in  case  the  grantee  dies  without 
bodily  heirs. 

(February  15,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Henry  County 
in  complainant's  favor  in  an  action  brought 
to  enforce  specific  performance  of  a  con- 
tract for  the  sale  of  certain  land.  Af- 
firmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Mr.  W.  O.  Jackson  for  appellant. 
Messrs.  Turner  &  Turner  for  appellee. 

Nunn,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

Ap|)ellant  purchased  from  appellee  42  and 
a  fraction  acres  of  land  at  the  price  of  $100 
an  acre,  and  agreed  to  make  the  first  pay- 
ment upon  a  day  named,  upon  the  tender  of 
a  deed  by  appellee  conveying  to  him  a  good 
title  of  general  warranty.  Appellee  tendered 
him  a  deed  upon  the  day  agreed  upon,  and 
demanded  the  first  payment,  which  appel- 
lant declined  to  make  upon  the  ground  that 


Note.  —  As  to  effect  of  other  language  in 
deed  to  cut  down  estate  conveyed  by  grant- 
ing clause,  see  note  to  Carl-Lee  v.  Ellsberiy, 
12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  050. 
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the  deed  did  not  convey  to  him  a  good  title; 
and  appellee  titen  instituted  this  action  to 
compel  him  to  perform  his  part  of  the  con- 
tract, which  was  in  writing.  Appellant  an- 
swered the  petition,  and  set  forth  the  con- 
veyance from  appellee's  father  and  mother 
to  her  for  the  land,  which  he  claimed  con- 
veyed to  her  the  fee  subject  to  be  defeated 
by  her  dying  without  children.  He  also  al- 
leged that  appellee's  husband  died  after  the 
conveyance  from  her  mother  and  father  t<> 
her,  and  that  she  now  has  two  children, 
who  reside  with  her.  A  demurrer  was  sus- 
tained to  this  answer,  and  it  was  adjudged 
by  the  lower  court  that  appellant  accept 
the  deed  and  make  the  payments  as  per 
the  contract. 

The  conveyance  executed  by  appellee's  fa- 
ther and  mother  to  her  is  as  follows :  "This 
indenture,  made  this  14th  day  of  April,  1891, 
between  I.  M.  Johnston  and  Annie  John- 
ston, his  wife,  of  the  first  part,  Mary  S. 
Hammond,  his  daughter,  of  the  second  part, 
both  of  the  county  of  Henry  and  state  of 
Kentucky,  witnesseth  that  for  the  consider- 
ation of  $1  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  of 
which  is  hereby  acknowledged,  and  for  the 
further  consideration  of  love  and  alTection, 
and  for  the  still  further  consideration  of 
$2,000,  to  be  taken  from  the  interest  that 
the  party  of  the  second  part  in  the  estate 
of  the  party  of  the  first  part  at  his  death, 
the  party  of  the  first  part  hereby  conveys  to 
the  party  of  the  second  part,  for  own  use, 
free  from  all  marital  rights  of  her  present 
or  any  future  husband  she  may  have,  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land  lying  in  Henry  county, 
Kentucky,  described  as  follows:  [Here  fol- 
lows description.]  To  have  and  to  hold  said 
land  to  the  party  of  the  second  part,  her 
heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  with  covenant  of 
general  warranty.  If  the  party  of  the  sec- 
ond part  dies  without  bodily  heirs,  said 
land  is  to  go  back  to  the  heirs  of  the  first 
party." 

The  question  to  be  determined  is:  What 
kind  of  a  title  did  appellee  receive  under 
this  conveyance?  Appellee  contends,  and 
the  lower  court  so  adjudged,  that  it  gave 
her  a  fee-simple  title,  but  appellant  insists 
that  it  does  not.  It  is  and  should  be  the  ob- 
ject of  the  court,  in  all  cases  where  a  deed 
or  will  is  to  be  construed,  to  arrive  at  the 
intention  of  the  parties  to  the  conveyance 
and  the  testator.  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  only  person  named  as  the  second  party 
in  the  caption,  granting,  and  habendum 
clauses  in  the  deed,  is  appellee,  except  the 
habendum  clause  closes  as  follows:  "If  the 
party  of  the  second  part  dies  without  bodily 
heirs,  said  land  is  to  go  back  to  the  heirs 
of  the  first  party."  And  it  was  these  words 
that  produced  the  doubt  in  appellant's  mind 
■s  to  the  ability  of  appellee  to  convey  hiu 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


a  good  title.  It  has  been  established  as  a 
general  rule  that  the  granting  clause  in  a 
deed  controls,  and,  if  there  is  anythng  in 
the  habendum  clause  that  conflicts  with  it, 
that  part  of  the  habendum  clause  must  give 
way.  As  stated,  appellee  is  tlie  only  person 
named  as  grantee  in  the  caption  of  the 
deed;  and  the  granting  clause  conveyed  it 
to  her  without  any  restrictions,  and  by  the 
habendum  clause  the  land  is  convej'ed  to 
"her  and  her  heirs  and  assign',  forever,  with 
covenant  of  general  warranty."  This,  un- 
doubtedly, gave  her  the  fee-simple  title  to 
the  land,  and  the  last  words  of  the  haben- 
dum clause,  above  quoted,  are  simply  an  at- 
tempt to  limit  her  estate. 

In  the  case  of  Ray  v.  Spears,  23  Ry.  L. 
Rep.  814,  64  S.  W.  413,  this  court,  in  con- 
struing a  conveyance  very  similar  to  the  one 
at  bar,  said:  "It  is  well  settled  that  the 
granting  clause  in  a  deed  must  prevail  over 
the  habendum,  unless  a  contrary  intention 
is  shown  by  the  deed.  In  this  case  both  the 
granting  and  habendum  clauses  of  the  deed 
convey  the  fee  forever,  in  as  strong  language 
as  could  be  used,  and  after  certain  other 
property  is  conveyed,  the. addition  to  or  con- 
dition is  added,  which,  it  is  diainied,  is'  a 
limitation,  or  which  converts  the  title  into 
a  defeasible  fee.  It  seems  to  us  that  the 
attempt  to  so  limit  the  absolute  grant  is 
null  and  void,  because  utterly  irconsistent 
with  both  the  granting  and  habendum 
clauses  of  the  conveyance." 

Under  the  deed  from  appellee's  father  and 
mother,  she  was  clearly  given  the  right  and 
power  to  convey  this  land,  for  it  was  re- 
cited in  the  conveyance  that  she  was  "to 
have  and  to  hold  said  land  to  the  party  of 
the  second  part,  her  -heirs  and  assigns,  for- 
ever," which  delegated  to  her  the  power  to 
convey.  Therefore,  if  we  are  mistaken  with 
reference  to  the  last  clause  of  the  habendum 
being  rendered  nugatory  by  the  granting 
clause,  her  conveyance  to  appellant  would 
pass  the  title  by  reason  of  this  expressed 
power  authorizing  her  to  convey  embodied 
in  the  conveyance.  This  court  also  said,  in 
the  case  before  cited,  that  "even  if  this  con- 
clusion is  not  tenable,  and  if  any  cfl'ect  must 
be  given  at  all  to  the  conditions  in  ques- 
tion, it  is  clear  that  the  grantor  intended  to 
invest  the  grantee  with  the  power  to  sell 
and  convey  the  land,  and,  if  he  did  so,  its 
proceeds,  in  the  contingency  provided  for, 
should  vest  in  the  grantor  or  his  heirs,  and, 
this  being  true,  the  grantee  thereby  became 
invested  with  fee,  and  with  full  power  to 
convey  a  fee-simple  title." 

If  the  clause  referred  to  is  not  invalid  by 
rea.son  of  its  conflict  with  the  granting 
clause,  still  appellee,  in  our  opinion,  under 
the  conveyance,  has  the  right  and  power  to 
convey   a  good   and  perfect  title,   and  tho 
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beirs  of  appellee's  father  and  mother  must 
look  to  the  proceeds  derived  from  the  sale 
of  the  land  by  appellee,  and  see  that  it  re- 
verts to  them,  instead  of  the  42  and  a  frac- 
tion acres  of  land,  in  caw  appellee  die's  with- 
out leaving  children.  This  construction  is 
clearly  authorized  by  the  terms  of  the  con- 
veyance. See  also  the  case  of  Clay  t.  Che- 
nault,  108  Ky.  77,  55  S.  W.  729,  and  the 
many  authorities  therein  cited. 

For  tlicse   reasons,  the  judgment  at  the 
lower  court  is  affirmed. 


BIASSACHVSETTS    SVPRGMX!    JTJDI- 
CIAL   COURT. 

EDWAKD  J.  VICKERY 
v. 

JOHN  RITCHIE,  JR. 

(202  Mass.  247,  .88  N.  E.  835.) 

Building:  contract  —  fair  value. 

1.  The  law  implies  a  contract  to  pay  the 
fair  value  for  work  and  materials  used  in 
the  erection  of  a  building  on  one's  lar.d, 
under  a  contract  the  clause  in  reference  to 
the  price  in  which  fails  because  of  tho 
fraud  of  the' architect  in  inserting  different 
amounts  in  the  copies  delivered  to  the  owner 
and  the  contractor,  so  that  the  minds  of 
the  parties  never  met  on  the  price. 
Same  —  value. 

2.  That  the  erection  of  a  building  on  a 
lot  does  not  increase  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty to  the  extent  of  the  cost  of  the  build- 
ing will  not  prevent  the  contractor  from 
holding  the  owner  responsible  for  such  cost, 
in  case  the  parties  do  not  agree  as  to  the 
contract  price,  so  that  the  amount  to  be 
paid  is  left  to  implication  of  law. 

(May  22^  1909.) 


EXCEPTIONS  by  plaintiff  to  the  direction 
by  the  Superior  Court  for  Suffolk  Coun- 
ty of  a  verdict  in  defendant's  favor  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  the  amount  al- 
leged to  be  due  on  a  building  oontracL 
Sustained. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Robert  W.  lilgbt,  for  plaintiff: 

The  plaintiff  should  recover  in  quantum 
meruit  though  there  was  a  misunderstand- 
ing between  the  parties  aa  to  the  terms  of 
the  contract,  as  the  plaintiff  in  good  faith 
performed  the  contract  as  he  understood  it. 

Hayward  v.  Leonard,  7  Pick.  181,  19  Am. 
Dec.  268;  Blood  v.  Wilson,  141  Maas.  25, 
6  N.  E.  362;  Snow  r.  Ware,  13  Met.  42; 
Hennessey  r.  Deland,  110  Mass.  145;  Cad; 
V.  aark,  16  Gray,  73;  Hartfoid  &,  N.  H. 
R.  Co.  V.  Jaclcson,  24  Conn.  514,  63  Am. 
Dec.  177;  Rowland  v.  New  York,  N.  H.  t 
H.  R.  Co.  61  Conn.  103,  29  Am.  St.  Rep. 
175,  23  Atl.  765;  Turner  v.  Webster,  24 
Kan.  38,  36  Am.  Rep.  251;  Lanina  v.  Woods, 
4  Ky.  L.  Rep.  365;  Greene  v.  Bateman,  2 
Woodb.  &  M.  358,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  5,762; 
Hume  V.  United  States,  132  U.  S.  406,  33 
L.  ed.  393,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  134;  Clark  t. 
Manchester,  51  N.  H.  694. 

Messrs.  Brandeis,  Dunbar,  &  Nutter 
and  Edward  F<  McCIennen,  for  defend- 
ant: 

There  was  no  contract  implied  in  fact. 

Guild  V.  Guild,  15  Pick.  129;  Houck  T. 
Houck,  99  Pa.  552;  Osborn  v.  Guy's  Hos- 
pital, 2  Strange,  728;  Cooper  v.  Cooper,  147 
Mass.  370,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  721,  17  N.  E. 
892;  Graham  v.  Stanton,  177  Mass.  321,  58 
N.  E.  1023;  Boston  Ice  Co.  t.  Potter,  123 
Maas.  28,  25  Am.  Rep.  9. 

The  use  of  the  property  does  not  impose 


Note.  —  Biglit  to  recover  on  quantum 
meruit  for  scr^tlces  performed  or  ma- 
terial furnished  under  exprea^  eon- 
tract  invalid  because  the  m.ind8  of 
the  parties  did  not  meet  aa  to  temwi 
thereof. 

It  is  a  general  rule  of  law  that  "he  who 
gains  the  labor  or  acquires  property  of  an- 
other must  make  reasonable  compensation 
for  the  same."  Van  Dcusen  v.  Blum,  18 
Pick.  229,  20  Am.  Dee.  582. 

Hence,  one  furnishing  Ial>or  or  material 
to  another  under  a  contract  which,  for  rea- 
sons not  prejudicial  to  the  person  furnish- 
ing the  same,  is  void  and  of  no  effect,  may 
recover  upon  a  quantum  meruit  the  value 
thereof  as  a  benefit  to  the  person  receiving 
same  Eastern  Expanded  Metal  Co.  v.  Webb 
Granite  &  Constr.  Co.  195  Mass.  356,  81 
N.  E.  251,  11  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  631  (con- 
tract to  erect  building  invalid  under  city 
ordinance). 

And  the  generally  recognized  doctrine  is 
that  it  does  not  follow  from  the  fact  that  a 
contract  is  invalid  because  the  minds  of  the 
26  L.RJV.(N.S.) 


parties  did  not  meet  as  to  some  of  the  es- 
sential terms  thereof,  either  because  of  a 
mutual  mistake  or  uncertainty  therein,  that 
a' party  thereto  who  furnishes  material  or 
renders  services  to  the  other  party,  relying 
upon  the  terms  as  he  iinderstood  them,  is 
without  a  remedy.  Generally  he  is  entitled 
to  recover  what  his  labor  rendered  or  ma- 
terials furnished  were  reasonably  worth. 
Russell  V.  Clough,  71  N.  H.  177,  93  Am.  St. 
Rep.  607,  61  Atl.  632  (contract  to  cut  and 
make  lumber  of  quantity  of  timber)  ;  Hall 
V.  Xuckman,  133  Iowa,  518,  110  N^  W.  916 
(contract  by  stenographer  to  take  certain 
testimony  and  furnish  transcript  thereof) ; 
Hawkins  v.  Lange,  22  Minn.  557  (contract 
to  cut  and  haul  timber) ;  Beers  t.  Kuehn, 
84  Wis.  33,  54  N.  W.  109  (contract  to 
grade  lot) ;  The  Stanley  H.  Miner,  172  Fed. 
486  (contract  to  raise  and  deliver  a  sunken 
schooner) ;  Cobb  v.  Stevens,  14  Me.  472 
(contract  to  perform  certain  labor) ;  Bluem- 
ner  v.  Garvin,  120  App.  Div.  29,  104  N. 
Y.  Supp.  1009  (contract  by  architect  to 
furnish  plans  for  a  building) ;  Voss  v.  Sche- 
beck,  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  481,  78  S.  W.  21  (con- 
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any  new  obligation,  liecanse  defendant  can- 
not use  his  own  real  estate  without  using 
also  what  tha  plaintiff  haa  furnished. 

Boston  Electric  Co.  T.  Cambridge^  163 
Haas.  64,  39  N.  E.  787. 

A  man  without  fault  should  not  be  made 
a  debtor  against  his  will. 

Massachusetts  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  t.  Qreen, 
186  Mass.  306,  70-  N.  E.  202;  Kelley  ▼. 
Lindsey,  7  Gray,  287;  South  Scituate  v. 
Hanover,  9  Gray,  420;  Andrews  t.  Callen- 
der,  13  Pick.  484 ;  Keith  v.  dcBussigney,  179 
Mass.  255,  60  N.  E.  614;  Whiting  v.  Sulli- 
van, 7  Mass.  107 ;  Earle  v.  Cobum,  130  Mass. 
696;  Saunders  v.  Bennett,  160  Mass.  48,  39 
Am.  St.  Rep.  456,  35  N.  E.  Ill;  Courto- 
manche  v.  Blackstone  Valley  Street  R.  Co. 
170  Mass.  60,  64  Am.  St.  Rep.  276,  48  N. 
E.  937. 

Even  if  the  defendant  had  derived  a  bene- 
fit in  excess  of  what  he  paid,  this  would  not 
render  him  liable. 

O'Connor  v.  Hurley,  147  Mass.  146,  16  N. 
E.  764;  Boston  Ice  Co.  v.  Potter,  supra; 
Cook  V.  Doggett,  2  Allen,  439;  Massachu- 
setts Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  V.  Green;  Kelley  T. 
Lindsey;  and  South  Scituate  v.  Hanover, — 
Bupra. 

Knowlton,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  is  an  action  to  recover  a  balance  of 
$10,467.16,  alleged  to  be  due  the  plaintiff 
as  a  contractor,  for  the  construction  of  a 
Turkish  bath  house  on  land  of  the  defend- 
ant. The  parties  signed  duplicate  contracts 
in  writing,  covering  the  work.  At  the  time 
when  the  plaintiff  signed  both  copies  of  the 
contract,  the  defendant's  signature  was  at- 
tached, and  the  contract  price  therein  named 


was  $33,721.  When  the  defendant  signed 
them  the  contract  price  stated  in  each  was 
$23,200.  Until  the  building  was  completed, 
the  plaintiff  held  a  contract  under  which  he 
was  to  receive  the  larger  sum,  while  the 
defendant  held  a  contract  for  the  same 
work,  under  which  he  was  to  pay  only  the 
smaller  sum.  This  resulted  from  the  fraud 
of  the  architect  who  drew  the  contracts, 
and  did  all  the  business  and  made  all  the 
payments  for  the  defendant.  The  contracts 
were  on  typewritten  sheets,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  the  architect  accomplished  the 
fraud  by  changing  the  sheets  on  which  the 
price  was  written,  before  tho  signing  by 
the  plaintiff,  and  before  the  delivery  to  the 
defendant.  The  parties  did  not  discover 
the  discrepancy  between  the  two  writings 
until  after  the  building  was  substantially 
completed.  Each  of  them  acted  honestly 
and  in  good  faith,  trusting  the  statements 
of  the  architect.  The  architect  was  in- 
dicted, but  he  left  the  commonwealth  and 
escaped  punishment. 

The  auditor  found  that  the  market  vahia 
of  the  labor  and  materials  furnished  by  the 
plaintiff,  not  including  the  customary  charge 
for  the  supervision  of  the  work,  was  $33,- 
499.30,  and  that  their  total  cost  to  the 
plaintiff  was  $32,950.96.  He  found  that  the 
land  and  building  have  cost  the  defendant 
much  more  than  their  market  value.  The 
findings  indicate  that  it  w^  bad  judgment 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  to  build  such 
a  structure  upon  the  lot,  and  that  the  in- 
crease in  the  market  value  of  the  real  es- 
tate, by  reason  of  that  which  the  plaintiff 
put  upon  it,  is  only  $22,000.  The  failure 
of  the  parties  to  discover  the  difference  be- 
tween   their   copies    of   the    contract    was 


tract  to  repair  building) ;  Rowland  v.  New 
York,  N.  H.  ft  H.  R.  Co.  61  Conn.  103,  20 
Am.  St.  Rep.  175,  23  Atl.  755  (contract 
with  common  carrier  for  carriage  of 
freight)  ;  Buck  v.  Pond,  126  Wis.  382,  105 
V.  W.  009  (labor  and  material  expended 
upon  land  under  invalid  contract  of  pur- 
chase). 

The  reason  for  this  doctrine  was  thus 
sUted  in  Turner  r.  Webster,  24  Kan.  38, 
36  Am.  Rep.  251 :  "The  minds  of  the  par- 
ties met  upon  everything  but  the  compen- 
sation. As  to  that  there  was  no  aggregatio 
mentium.  What  then  should  result!  Should 
he  receive  nothing  because  there  was  no 
mutual  assent  to  the  compensation  1  That 
were  manifest  injustice.  Should  his  under- 
standing bind  both  parties  T  That  were  a 
wrong  to  them.  Should  theirs  control? 
That  were  an  equal  wrong  to  him.  The 
law,  discarding  both,  says  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation must  he  paid." 

In  Beers  v.  Kuehn,  supra,  the  doctrine 
was  applied  where  there  was  a  dispute  be- 
tween the  parties  to  a  contract  to  grade  a 
20  L.RJi.(N.S.) 


city  lot,  as  to  the  compensation  to  be  paid 
therefor,  and  it  was  held  that  the  evidence 
as  to  compensation  was  so  utterly  con- 
tradictory that  the  jury  might  well  find 
that  there  never  had  l>ecn  a  meeting  of  the 
minds  of  the  parties  with  reference  thereto, 
and  that  as  to  this  matter  there  was  an 
honest  and  mutual  mistake,  both  of  them 
never  having  assented  to  the  same  compen- 
sation, and  hence  it  was  error  for  the  court 
to  refuse  to  submit  the  case  to  the  jury 
upon  this  theory.  Compare  with  Shaw  v. 
Armstrong,  88  Mich.  311,  60  N.  W.  248, 
where  under  very  similar  circumstances  it 
was  held  that  where  the  parties  differed  as 
to  the  compensation  agreed  to  be  paid  for 
certain  services  rendered  under  an  express 
contract,  there  was  no  room  for  the  theory 
that  the  minds  of  the  parties  did  not  meet 
with  reference  to  this  essential  element  of 
the  contract,  and  that  it  was  merely  a  ques- 
tion for  the  jury  to  determine  which  of 
the  parties  were  right  as  to  the  amount  of 
compensation  to  be  paid. 
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caused  by  the  frequently  repeated  fraudu- 
lent representations  of  the  architect  to  each 
of  them. 

The  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  icerc 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  they  had 
made  a  binding,  contract  for  the  construc- 
tion of  this  building.  Their  minds  never 
met  in  any  agreement  about  the  price.  The 
labor  and  materials  were  furnished  at  the 
defendant's  request  and  for  the  defendant's 
benefit.  From  this  alone  the  law  would 
imply  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ant to  pay  for  them.  The  fact  that  the 
parties  supposed  the  price  was  fixed  by  a 
contract,  when  in  fact  there  was  no  con- 
tract, does  not  prevent  this  implication,  but 
leaves  it  as  a  natural  result  of  their  rela- 
tions. Both  parties  understood  and  agreed 
that  the  work  should  be  paid  for,  and  both 
parties  thought  that  they  had  agreed  upon 
the  price.  "Their  mutual  mistake  in  this 
particular  left  them  with  no  express  con- 
tract by  which  their  rights  and  liabilities 
could  be  determined.  The  law  implies  an 
obligation  to  pay  for  what  has  been  done 
and  furnished  under  such  circumstances,  and 
the  defendant,  upon  whose  property  the 
work  was  done,  has  no  right  to  say  that  it 
is  not  to  be  paid  for.  The  doctrine  is  not 
applicable  to  work  upon  real  estate  alone. 
The  rule  would  be  the  same  if  the  work  and 
materials  were  used  in  the  repair  of  a  car- 
riage, or  of  any.  other  article  of  personal 
property,  under  a  supposed  contract  with 
the  owner,  if,  through  a  mutual  mistake  as 
to  the  supposed  agreement  upon  the  price, 
the  contract  became  unenforceable. 

This  rule,  that  labor  and  materials  fur- 
nished for  a  person  at  his  request  are  to  be 
paid  for,  prevails  unless  there  is  something 
in  the  circ\imstances  or  in  the  relations  of 
the  parties  to  rebut  the  ordinary  presump- 
tion, as  when  the  parties  are  husband  and 
wife,  or  parent  and  child,  living  together  in 
the  same  family,  or  when  there  is  some- 
thing else  to  indicate  that  the  service  is 
gratuitous.  In  a  case  like  the  present,  when 
the  understanding  and  agreement  is  that 
payment  shall  be  made,  it  would  be  absurd 
to  say  that  nothing  should  be  paid  because 
of  a  failure,  through  a  misunderstanding, 
fully  to  agree. 

The  principle  has  often  been  applied  when 
the  ground  for  an  implication  of  an  agree- 
ment to  pay  was  much  less  strong  than  in 
the  present  case.  In  Butterfield  v.  Byron. 
153  Mass.  517,  12  L.R.A.  571,  25  Am.  St. 
Rep.  654,  27  N.  E.  667,  where  the  owner  was 
to  do  a  part  of  the  work  in  the  erection  of 
a  building,  and  a  contractor  was  to  do  the 
rest,  under  an  express  contract  for  an  agreed 
price,  it  was  held  that,  when  the  building 
was  destroyed  by  lightning,  so  that  the 
contract  became  impossible  of  performance, 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  contractor  might  recover,  on  a  quantum 
meruit,  the  fair  value  of  the  labor  and  ma- 
terials that  he  had  furnished.  This  was  on 
the  ground  that,  when  the  contract  came 
to  an  end  without  the  fault  of  either  party, 
there  was  an  implication  that  what  was  fur- 
nished was  to  be  paid  for,  and  if  it  could 
not  be  paid  for  under  the  contract  it  should 
be  paid  for  on  a  quantum  meruit.  The  same 
thing  had  been  held  previously  in  Cleary  v. 
Sohier,  120  Mass.  210.  As  was  pointed  out 
in  Butterfield  v.  Byron,  page  524,  the  rule 
is  analogous  in  principle  to  the  right  to 
recover  on  a  quantum  meruit  for  that  which 
has  been  paid  or  furnished  under  an  express 
contract,  when  there  is  a  failure  of  the  con- 
sideration. In  the  present  case  the  labor 
and  materials  were  furnished  for  a  con- 
sideration supposed  by  both  parties  to  exist 
in  the  form  of  an  agreement  by  the  defend- 
ant to  pay  a  stipulated  sum.  Through  the 
mistake  of  both  parties  there  was  no  agree- 
ment, and  that  which  was  thought  to  be  a 
valuable  consideration  failed.  What  was 
furnished  to  the  defendant,  in  accordance 
with  an  agreement  of  both  parties  on  the 
faith  of  this  supposed  consideration,  must 
l>e  paid  for  when  the  supposed  considera- 
tion fails.  The  principle  was  applied  and 
restated  in  Angus  v.  Scully,  176  Mass.  357, 
49  L.R.A.  562,  79  Am.  St."  Rep.  318,  57  N. 
E.  674.  The  rule  was  said  to  be  "that 
where  one  is  to  make  repairs  or  do  any 
other  work  on  the  house  of  another,  under 
a  special  contract,  and  his  contract  becomes 
impossible  of  performance  on  account  of  the 
destruction  of  the  house,  without  any  fault 
on  his  part,  then  he  may  recover  for  what 
he  has  done."  In  Butterfield  v.  Byron  it 
was  said  that  under  such  circumstances 
"there  is  an  implied  assump.sit  for  what  has 
properly  been  done  by  either  of  them,  the 
law  dealing  with  it  as  done  at  the  request 
of  the  other,  and  creating  a  liability  to  pay 
for  it  its  value,  to  be  determined  by  the 
price  stipulated  in  the  contract,  or  in  some 
other  way  if  the  contract  price  cannot  be 
made  applicable."  To  the  same  effect  is 
the  decision  in  Young  v.  Chicopee,  186  Mass. 
518,  72  N.  E.  63.  The  fundamental  prin- 
ciple was  stated  in  Ilebert  v.  Dewey,  191 
Mass.  403-411,  77  N.  E.  822,  in  this  lan- 
guage: "It  is  a  general  rule  that  if  an 
implied  condition  that  fails  is  of  the  essence 
of  the  contract,  and  enters  largely  into  tlic 
consideration,  in  such  a  way  that  there  can 
be  no  substantial  performance  under  the 
conditions,  the  whole  contract  will  fail,  and 
the  parties  may  have  reasonable  compensa- 
tion for  what  tliey  have  done  in  reliance 
upon  it."  In  the  present  case  the  supposed 
agreement  to  pay  for  the  plaintiff's  work 
and  materials  was  of  the  essence  of  the 
contract,  and  its  only  consideration.     This 
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failed,  and  with  it  the  whole  contract  fell 
to  the  ground,  and  the  parties  may  hare 
reasonable  compensation  for  what  they  have 
done  in  reliance  upon  it.  See  Hawkes  t. 
Kchoe,  193  Mass.  419,  423,  424,  10  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  125,  79  N.  E.  766,  9  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  1053.  In  Eastern  Expanded  Metal  Co. 
V.  Webb  Granite  &  Constr.  Co.  195  Mass. 
356,  362-363,  81  N.  E.  251,  11  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  631,  the  principle  was  applied  to  a 
different  state  of  facts,  and  the  plaintiff 
was  allowed  to  recover  the  price  of  labor 
and  materials  which  Jtad  been  furnished  and 
used,  upon  a  contract  which  was  void  for 
illegality  and  which  was  disaffirmed  by  the 
plaintiff  for  the  illegality,  when  it  was  en- 
tirely unexecuted  in  that  part  which  the 
law  forbade.  The  court  said:  "In  this  com- 
monwealth, when  labor  and  materials  are 
furnished  and  used  upon  real  estate  under 
a  special  contract,  and,  for  reasons  which 
are  not  prejudicial  to  the  plaintiff,  the  con- 
tract becomes  of  no  effect,  it  is  held  that  the 
party  furnishing  them  may  recover  upon  a 
quantum  meruit  for  their  value  as  a  benefit 
to  the  real  estate."  This  case  definitely  de- 
cides that  when  labor  and  materials  are  fur- 
nished by  a  plaintiff  under  a  special  con- 
tract, and  the  contract  is  not  binding  upon 
cither  party,  he  may  recover  upon  a  quantum 
meruit.  See  also  Pullman's  Palace  Car  Co. 
V.  Central  Transp.  Co.  171  U.  S.  138,  150, 
43  L.  ed.  108,  113,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  808; 
Congress  &  E.  Spring  Co.  v.  Knowlton,  103 
U.  S.  49,  26  L.  ed.  347;  Logan  County  Nat. 
Bank  v.  Townsend,  139  U.  S.  67,  35  L.  ed. 
107,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  496.  The  general  prin- 
ciple is  the  same  as  is  airways  applied  by  the 
courts  for  the  protection  of  parties  who  have 
acted  under  a  mutual  mistake  of  fact. 

We  think  it  plain  that,  under  such  circum- 
stances as  were  shown  in  the  present  case, 
the  law  implies  a  contract  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant  to  pay  for  that  which  the 
plaintiff  furnished. 

If  the  law  implies  an  agreement  to  pay, 
how  much  is  to  be  paid!  There  is  but  one 
answer.  The  fair  value  of  that  which  was 
furnished.  No  other  rule  can  be  applied. 
Under  certain  conditions  the  price  fixed  by 
the  contract  might  control  in  such  cases.  In 
this  case  there  was  no  price  fixed. 

The  defendant  contends  that,  because  the 
erection  of  a  Turkish  bath  house  on  Carver 
street  was  not  a  profitable  investment,  and 
therefore,  through  a  seeming  error  of  judg- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  the 
building  did  not  add  to  the  value  of  the 
land  so  much  by  a  large  sum  as  it  cost,  the 
plaintiff  must  suffer  the  consequences  of  the 
defendant's  mistake  and  be  precluded  from 
recovery. 

It  is  suggested  that  Gillis  v.  Cobe,  177 
itass.  590,  59  N.  E.  455,  allows  recovery 
iiO  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


only  in  reference  to  the  pecuniary  benefit 
derived  by  the  owner  from  the  change  in  the 
character  "of  his  real  estate  produced  by  the 
contractor,  so  that  if,  through  his  own  bad 
judgment,  the  increase  in  the  value  of  the 
property  from  the  construction  of  the  build- 
ing is,  OS  in  this  case,  $10,000  to  $15,000  less 
than  the  cost  of  the  building  to  the  con- 
tractor, the  loss  must  fall  upon  the  con- 
tractor if  he  seeks  to  recover  under  the  rule 
stated  in  Hayward  v.  Leonard,  7  Pick.  181, 
19  Am.  Dec.  268.  The  decision  in  Gillis  v. 
Cobe  was  by  four  justices  of  the  court,  while 
three  others  of  the  justices  thought  that  a 
part  of  the  statement  of  law  in  the  opinion 
resulted  from  a  misunderstanding  of  the 
meaning  and  effect  of  previous  decisions  of 
this  court.  If,  in  a  suit  founded  on  the  law 
laid  down  in  Hayward  v.  Leonard,  the  de- 
cision in  Gillis  v.  Cobe  can  be  construed  as 
Idrgely  diminishing  the  amount  which  the 
contractor  would  otherwise  be  entitled  to  re- 
cover for  the  erection  of  a  building  like  that 
in  the  present  case,  it  is  to  be  noticed  that 
this  is  the  only  decision  in  this  common- 
wealth in  which  there  has  seemed  to  be  any 
practical  difference  between  the  views  stated 
in  the  opinions  in  the  case,  in  their  applica- 
tion to-  the  facts  before  the  court,  and  the 
only  one  in  which  the  court  has  had  occa- 
sion to  consider  the  subject.  The  evidence 
did  not  present  for  consideration  the  effect 
of  unwise  management  by  the  owner  upon 
a  contractor's  right  to  recover.  It  is  also 
to  be  noticed  that  nowhere,  so  far  as  wo 
have  been  able  to  discover,  does  the  law,  as 
applied  to  such  cases  in  other  jurisdictions, 
make  the  right  of  the  contractor  depend  in 
any  degree  upon  the  profit  or  loss  to  the 
owner,  arising  from  his  wisdom  or  folly, 
or  good  fortune  or  bad  fortune,  in  erecting 
the  b\iilding  upon  his  land. 

Whatever  view  may  lie  taken  of  the  law 
stated  in  that  decision,  it  has  no  applica- 
tion to  the  case  at  bar.  In  cases  of  that 
class  the  work  is  done  under  an  express  con- 
tract, which  is  binding  upon  both  parties 
to  the  day  of  the  triaL  If  the  contractor 
has  tried  in  good  faith  to  perform  his  con- 
tract, and  has  performed  it  substantially, 
the  courts  hold  that  it  would  be  unjust  for 
the  owner  to  stand  upon  the  contract  and 
refuse  to  pay  anything,  because  of  the  con- 
tractor's failure  to  perform  it  fully.  It  is 
therefore  held  that,  on  equitable  grounds,  he 
must  pay  under  a  rule  which  will  give  him 
all  equitable  rights  secured  by  the  contract, 
whether  in  regard  to  damages  for  nonper- 
formance, or  the  rate  of  payment  prescribed. 
If  the  plaintiff's  work  and  materials  had 
been  furnished  under  a  binding  contract 
which  had  been  substantially  but  not  per- 
fectly performed,  we  should  be  obliged  to 
determine  whether,  under  the  law  so  often 
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stated  in  Massachusetts,  he  could  be  pre- 
cluded from  recovery  by  reason  of  the  mis- 
take or  misfortune  of  this  defendant  in  the 
management  of  his  property.  No  such  ques- 
tion arises  on  the  facto  now  before  us.  In 
this  case  there  was  no  express  contract. 
The  plaintiff's  right  is  to  recover  upon  an 
implied  contract  of  an  owner  to  pay  for 
labor  and  materials  used  upon  his  property 
at  his  request.  Whatever  may  be  the  reason 
or  the  measure  of  the  right  of  recovery  in 
cases  like  Hayward  v.  Leonard,  in  cases  of 
the  class  to  which  the  present  one  belongs 
the  right  does  not  depend  upon  the  ultimate 
benefit  received  by  the  owner. 

In  Butterfleld  v.  Byron,  ubi  supra,  the  de- 
struction of  the  defendant's  property  by 
lightning  was  what  terminated  the  contract 
and  gave  the  plaintiff  his  right  to  recover. 
In  each  of  the  cases  of  Cleary  v.  Sohier; 
Angus  V.  Scully;  and  Young  v.  Chicopee,-^ 
ubi  supra,  the  same  is  true  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  owner's  property  by  fire.  In  all 
cases  to  which  this  general  principle  has 
been  applied,  the  recovery  has  been  upon  a 
quantum  meruit  for  that  which  was  fur- 
nished, subject  to  diminution  of  the  amount 
by  the  price  named  in  the  contract,  if  that 
was  very  low.  The  ri^t  of  recovery  de- 
pends upon  the  plaintiff's  having  furnished 
property  or  labor,  under  circumstances 
which  entitle  him  to  be  paid  for  it,  not  up- 
on the  ultimate  benefit  to  the  property  of 
the  owner  at  whose  request  it  was  furnished. 

It  follows  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
recover  the  fair  value  of  his  labor  and  ma- 
terials. 

Exceptions  sustained. 


BfASSACHVSKTTS    SITPRKME:    JUDI- 
CIAL  COUKT. 

GEORGE  A.  ABBOTT 

(  V. 

FRED  S.  WALKER  et  al. 

(204  Mass.  71,  00  N.  E.  405.) 

Evidence  —  declarations  against  title  — 
declarant  still  living. 

1.  Declarations,  against  title,  of  an  own- 
er in  possession,  are  admissible  in  evidence 
agsinst  those  claiming  under  him,  nlthough 
he  is  alive  at  the  time  they  are  oA'ered  in 
evidence. 

Appeal  —  refusing    new    trial  —  wrong 
reason. 

2.  The  exercise  by  the  trial  judge  of  his 
discretion  in  refusing  to  grant  a  new  trial 
will  not  be  revised,  although  he  advances 
an  untenable  reason  for  his  ruling,  if  bis 
opinion  is  not  part  of  the  record,  so  that  it 
is  not  shown  that  such  reason  is  the  only 
one  for  his  action. 

(.Tanuary  9,  1010.) 
Sa  L.RJL(N.S.) 


EXCEPTIONS  by  petitioner  to  rulings  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  Essex  County 
made  during  the  trial  de  novo  of  an  action 
brought  to  register  a  title  to  certain  lands 
which  resulted  in  a  verdict  for  defendants 
on   appeal   from   a  judgment  of   the  land 
court  in  petitioner's  favor.     Overruled. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Mr.  Franklin  N.  Newell,  for  petitioner: 
The  declarations  of  a  former  owner  as  to 
the  location  of  the  front  and  rear  boundary 
lines  to  her  land  are  not  admissible  in  evi- 


Note.  — AdmiasihlUty  of  declarations 
against  title  by  former  otmer  as 
against  those  elaiming  under  hint, 
aa  affected  by  fact  that  declarant  <■ 
living  and  available  as  witness. 

This  note  includes  cases  dealing  with  ad- 
missibility of  declaration  against  title  by 
former  owner  only  when  sought  to  be  urad 
against  declarant  or  those  claiming  under 
him,  and  not  when  question  arose  as  be- 
tween third  parties.  It  includes  only  cases 
in  which  the  effect  of  the  declarant  beinft 
alive  and  available  as  a  witness  was  passed 
upon,  and  excludes  cases  in  which,  though 
it  may  have  appeared  as  a  matter  of  fact 
that  declarant  was  alive  and  capable  of 
being  called,  the  effect  of  the  aspect  of  the 
case  was  not  considered;  though  doubtless 
such  cases  would  be  entitled  to  some  weight 

It  is  a  well-settled  general  rule  of  law 
that  the  declarations  against  his  own  title 
of  a  former  owner  of  property,  either  real 
or  personal,  made  while  in  the  possession 
thereof,  are  admissible  not  only  against 
himself,  but  also  against  those  claiming  un- 
der him.  And  though  there  was  formerly 
some  doubt  and  confusion  on  the  subject, 
such  declarations  are  now  held  to  be  ad- 
missible, though  the  declarant  is  not  dead, 
but  is  alive,  capable  of  attending  court  and 
within  reach  of  its  process.  Horton  v. 
Smith,  8  Ala.  73,  42  Am.  Dec.  028  (realty) ; 
Deming  v,  Carrington,  12  Conn.  1,  30  Am. 
Dec.  M\  (realty) ;  Sandifer  v.  Hoard,  59 
III.  246  (note) ;  Merrick  v.  Parkman,  18 
Me.  407  (note) ;  Holt  v.  Walker,  26  Me. 
107,  45  Am.  Dec.  08  (personalty) ;  Bridge 
V.  Eggleston,  14  Mass,  245,  7  Am.  Dec.  209 
(realty);  Austin  v.  Sawyer,  0  Cow.  39 
(realty) ;  Guy  v.  Hall,  7  N.  C.  (3  Murph.) 
150  (personalty)  ;  Gribblehouse  v.  Stong, 
3  Rawle,  437  (realty);  Snelgrove  v.  Mar 
tin,  2  M'Cord  L.  241  (note);  Mulholland 
v.  Ellitson,  1  Coldw.  307,  78  Am.  Dec.  495 
(personalty) ;  Davis  v.  Jones,  3  Head,  603 
(realty-disputed  boundary);  Mont^mery 
V.  Lipscomb,  105  Tenn.  144,  58  8.  W.  308 
(realty-disputed  boundarv) ;  Woohvay  v. 
Rowe  (1834)  1  Ad.  &  El.  114  (realty). 
Contra,  Coit  v.  Howd,  1  Gray,  547;  Stephen 
v.  Gwenap  (1831)  1  Moody  &  R.  120  (but 
see  later  case  of  Wool  way  v.  Rowe.  supra). 

But  if  the  maker  of  a  note  elects  to  call 
the  indorser  as  a  witness,  he  thereby  waives 
his  right  to  give  in  evidence  his  declarations 
against  interest.  Merrick  T.  Parkmai^  n- 
pra. 
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dence,  tmleas  accompanied  with  aiBrmalive 
proof  that  the  declarant  was  deceased  at  the 
time  of  triaL 

Daggett  v.  Bhaw,  5  Met.  223;  Flagg  ▼. 
Mason,  8  Gray,  S56;  2  Wigmore,  Er.  S 1565; 
Greenl.  Et.  16th  ed.  p.  228. 

Messrs.  Charles  Howard  Poor  and  Es- 
sex S.  Abbott,  for  respondents: 

A  former  owner  of  land  is  so  identified 
in  interest  with  a  subsequent  owner,  hold- 
ing under  the  same  title,  that  his  admission 
respecting  the  title,  made  while  in  posses- 
sion and  vested  with  title,  are  receivable  in 
evidence. 

McKclvcy,  Ev.  p.  96;  2  Wigmore,  Ev.  p. 
1216,  §§  1048,  1049,  as  to  admissions  gen- 
erally, p.  1283,  §  1080;  Noyes  v.  Morrill, 
108  Mass.  399;  Pickering  v.  Reynolds,  119 
Mass.  Ill;  Chapman  v.  Edmands,  3  Allen, 
514;  Daggett  v.  Sliaw,  6  Met.  226;  Osgood 
V.  Coates,  1  Allen,  77;  Tyler  v.  Mather,  9 
Gray,  178;  Flagg  v.  Mason,  141  Mass.  64,  6 
N.  E.  702;  Woolway  v.  Rowe,  1  Ad.  ft  El. 
114;  Deming  v.  Carrington,  12  Conn.  6,  30 
Am.  Dec.  591 ;  Beecher  v.  Parmele,  9  Vt. 
352,  31  Am.  Dec.  633;  Smith  v.  Powers,  15 
N.  H.  503;  Treat  y.  Striclcland,  23  Me.  238; 
Plimpton  v.  Chamberlain,  4  Gray,  320;  Com. 
V.  Ilenchey,  IOC  Mass.  300,  82  N.  E.  4;  Dar- 
by V.  Ouseley,  1  Hurlst.  &  N.  1;  Ricbstein 
V.  Welch,  197  Mass.  224,  83  N.  E.  417; 
Foye  V.  Patch,  132  Mass.  105;  Niles  v. 
Patch,  13  Gray,  254. 

The  refusal  of  the  court  to  grant  a  mo- 
tion for  a  new  trial  is  addressed  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  trial  court,  and  cannot  be  re- 
vised on  exceptions. 

Re  Rouse,  196  Mass.  216,  80  N.  E.  822; 
Reeve  v.  Dennett,  137  Mass.  316;  Re  Itoyd, 
199  Mass.  262,  85  N.  E.  464;  O'Keeffe  v. 
John  P.  Squire  Co.  188  Mass.  210,  74  N.  E 
340. 

Sheldon,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

1.  The  dcclaxations  of  Mrs.  Witham  which 
were  admitted  in  evidence  were  made  by  her 
upon  the  petitioner's  land  while  she  was 
its  owner.  They  were  competent  against 
her  and  against  those  who,  like  the  peti- 
tioner, claim  under  her.  Daggett  v.  Shaw, 
5  Met.  223;  Plimpton  v.  Chamberlain,  4 
Gray,  320;  Tyler  v.  Mather,  9  Gray,  177, 
182;  Chapman  v.  Edmands,  3  Allen,  512, 
514;  Pickering  v.  Reynolds,  119  Mass.  Ill; 
Simpson  v.  Dix,  131  Mass.  180,  185;  Flagg 
V.  Mason,  141  Mass.  64,  67,  6  N.  E.  702: 
Rowell  T.  Doggett,  143  Mass.  483,  488,  10 
K.  E.  182;  Holmes  v.  Turner's  Falls  Co.  150 
Mass.  535,  S44,  6  L.R.A.  283,  23  N.  E.  305; 
Com.  V.  Henchey,  196  Mass.  300,  301,  82  N. 
E.  4.  In  many  of  these  cases  the  person  who 
26  LJUA.(NJ3.).     ' 


made  the  declarations  were  shown  to  be  dead, 
and  that  fact  was  sometimes  adverted  to  by 
the  court;  but  in  others  his  death  was  not 
shown;  and  we  are  not  aware  of  any  case 
in  which  proof  of  death  was  decided  to  be 
necessary  before  admitting  evidence  of  such 
declarations  against  the  declarant  and  those 
claiming  under  him  in  disparagement  or 
limitation  of  their  title.  Such  declarations 
were  held  to  be  competent  in  England,  al- 
though the  person  who  made  them  was  not 
only  alive,  but  was  actually  present  in  court 
when  the  testimony  was  admitted.  Wool- 
way  V.  Rowe,  1  Ad.  t  El.  114.  The  same 
principle  is  maintained  in  Deming  v.  Car- 
rinton,  12  Conn.  1,  30  Am.  Dec.  591 ;  Beech- 
er V.  Parmele,  9  Vt.  352,  31  Am.  Dec.  633; 
Smith  T.  Powers,  15  N.  H.  646,  6G3,  and 
Treat  v.  Strickland,  23  Me.  234,  238. 

It  may  be  granted  that  such  declarations, 
unaccompanied  by  any  act  which  they  char- 
acterized or  explained,  would  be  incompe- 
tent at  common  law  in  favor  of  their  maker 
«r  his  grantees.  Flagg  v.  Mason,  8  Gray, 
556;  Osgood  V.  Coates,  1  Allen,  77;  Morrill 
V.  Titcomb,  8  Allen,  100;  Hayden  v.  Stone, 
121  Mass.  413.  But  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tion here.  See  Gray  v.  Kelley,  190  Muss. 
184,  188,  76  N.  E.  724.  We  cannot  doubt 
that  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Witham's  declara- 
tions was  rightly  admitted. 

2.  The  respondents  had  a  verdict,  and  the 
petitioner  moved  for  a  new  trial.  After  ar 
gument  thereon,  the  justice  denied  this  mo- 
tion, and  filed  a  memorandum  to  the  effect 
that  he  did  not  think  that  the  amount  at 
stake  justified  an  order  for  a  new  trial. 
The  petitioner  contends  that  a  new  trial 
could  not  be  refused  for  this  reason. 

We  need  not  consider  whether  the  excep- 
tions are  properly  before  us  upon  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  judge;  for  we  are  of  opinion 
that  they  could  not  in  any  event  be  sus- 
tained. The  motion  was  addressed  wholly 
to  the  discretion  of  the  judge.  Re  Rowsc, 
195  Muss.  216,  80  N.  E.  822;  Reeve  v.  Den- 
nett, 137  Mass.  315,  318.  His  memorandum 
is  not  a  part  of  the  record,  and  we  cannot 
assume  that  he  acted  solely  upon  the  ground 
therein  stated.  Re  Boyd,  199  Mass.  262,  85 
N.  E.  464.  We  have  no  right  to  revise  tlie 
exercise  of  his  discretion  in  refusing  to 
grant  a  new  trial. 

We  do  not  at  all  intimate  that  the  fact 
that  only  a  very  small  amount  is  in  dispute 
may  not  often  be  an  adequate  reason  for 
refusing  a  new  trial  that  otherwise  might 
be  granted.  Boy  den  v.  Moore,  6  Mass.  365, 
371.  And  see  the  cases  collected  in  29  Cyc. 
Law  ft  Proc.  p.  838. 

Exceptions  overruled. 
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V. 

RUSH  B.  WHEELER  and  Wife,  Appts. 

(—  Minn.  — ,  123  N.  W.  414.) 

Deed  —  record  —  subsequent  bona  flde 
piircliaser. 

1.  An  unrecorded  deed  of  real  property 
is  void  as  .to  a  subsequent  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser. 

Evidence  —  burden    of    proof  —  bona 
fides  of  purchase. 

2.  The  burden,  however,  rests  upon  the 
holder  of  the  second  conveyance  to  estab- 
lish by  competent  evidence  the  good  faitli 
of  his  purchase,  and  it  does  not  shift  to  the 
holder  of  the  unrecorded  deed  upon  the  in- 
troduction of  evidence  making  a  prima  facie 
case  of  bona  fides  of  the  second  conveyance. 

Same  —  suffloicncy. 

3.  Evidence  held  to  sustain  the  finding 
of  the  trial  court  to  the  effect  that  defend- 
ant had  notice  of  plaintiff's  unrecorded 
deed,  and  was  not  a  bona  fide  purchaser. 

Satlsfled  mortgage  ^  reinstatement  for 
mistake. 

4.  The  holder  and  owner  of  a  mortgage 
upon  real  estate,  who,  with  knowledge   of 

Headnotes  by  Bbown,  J. 


an  outstanding  adverse  title,  voluntarily, 
and  without  fraud  or  mis'take  of  fact,  or  to 
protect  any  rights  jeopardized  by  the  mort- 
gage, satisfied  tlie  same  of  record,  held,  on 
the  facts  stated  in  the  opinion,  not  entitled 
to  a  reinstatement  of  the  mortgage  Hen. 
Equity  —  relief  —  mistake  of  law. 

5.  Only  in  exceptional  cases  will  a  court 
of  equity  relieve  a  party  from  the  conse- 
quences of  his  mistakes  of  law. 

(November  26,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  an  order  of 
the  District  Court  for  Ramsey  County 
denying  a  new  trial  after  judgment  for 
plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to  determine 
adverse  claims  to  certain  real  property. 
Affinned. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  William  G.  Wlifte,  for  appellants: 

When  defendant  has  proved  that  he  was  a 
purchaser  for  value  in  good  faith,  the  bur- 
den thereupon  shifts  to  the  plaintiff  to  es- 
tablish the  aftiruiativG  fact  that  defendant 
had  "notice"  of  the  existence  of  plaintifl^s 
deed. 

Wright  v.  Larson,  51  Minn.  321,  38  Am. 
St.  Rep.  504.  53  N.  W.  712;  Bank  of  Far- 
mington  v.  Ellis,  30  Minn.  270,  35  N.  W. 
243;  McNeil  v.  Finnegan,  33  Minn.  375,  23 
N.  W.  540;  Tolbert  v.  Horton,  31  Minn.  518, 


Note.  —Bight  to  reinstatement  of  tnoi't- 
troffe  released  or  discharged  hy  mis- 
take. 

For  earlier  cases  on  this  question,  see  the 
note  appended  to  Attkisson  v.  Plumb,  58 
L.R.A.  788.  The  later  cases  sustain  the  con- 
clusion stated  in  the  preceding  note,  to  the 
effect  that  a  mortgage  released  by  mistake 
will  be  reinstated,  especially  when  the  rights 
of  third  parties  have  not  intervened. 

As  to  revival  of,  or  subrogation  to,  dis- 
charged mortgage  in  favor  of  assignee  of 
equity  of  redemption,  who  pays  it,  as  against 
junior  lien,  see  note  to  Capitol  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Ilolmcs,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)   470. 

In  Lawrence  Countv  Bank  v.  Lamliert, 
no  Mo.  App.  620,  92  S.  W.  755,  the  release 
of  a  mortgage  given  upon  the  execution  of  a 
new  one  for  the  balance  due,  made  in  ignor- 
ance of  a  judgment  which  would  become  a 
lien  prior  to  the  second  mortgage,  was  set 
aside  in  the  lower  court;  but  the  case  was 
dcciiled  in  the  court  of  appeals  on  other 
grounds. 

In  Hutchison  v.  Fuller,  67  S.  C.  280,  45 
S.  E.  104,  where  a  settlement  was  made  with 
a  widow  by  taking  land  in  full  satisfaction 
of  all  claims  secured  by  a  mortgage  and  by 
paying  to  her  a  sum  in  cash,  all  of  the  par- 
ties overlooking  the  fact  that  the  children 
had  an  interest  in  the  land,  it  was  held  to 
lie  a  mistake  of  law  from  which  equity 
would  relieve  the  creditor  and  his  grantee 
by  subrogating  his  grantee  to  the  riglit.s 
of  the  creditor  under  the  mortgage,  and 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


granting  foreclosure  against  the  minor  chil- 
dren. 

In  Perry  v.  Fries,  90  App.  Div.  484,  85  N. 
y.  Supp.  1064,  where  plaintiff  sought  to 
have  a  canceled  first  mortgage  reinstated 
as  against  a  subsequent  purchaser  of  a  sec- 
ond mortgage,  it  was  held  that  the  burden 
of  proof  was  on  the  plaintiff  to  show  that 
the  owner  of  the  second  mortgage  had  no- 
tice of  her  rights  and  that  she  must  meet 
that  burden  by  clear  and  convincing  evi- 
dence. It  was  further  held  that  aa  the 
plaintiff's  cause  of  action  was  based  en- 
tirely on  her  own  mistake,  there  being  no 
charge  of  fraud,  the  action  was  within  the 
ten-year  statute  of  limitations  and  was 
barred,  it  not  having  been  Ijrought  until 
fourteen  years  after  the  mistake  was  made. 
In  answer  to  a  contention  that  such  a  defense 
was  a  "personal  one,"  and  therefore  not 
available  to  defendant,  the  court  said  that 
the  discharge  when  recorded  was,  in  effect, 
a  contract  with  all  parties  who  had  an  in- 
terest in  the  premises  that  the  mortgage  was 
paid,  and  therefore  defendant  was  entitled 
to  plead  the  statute. 

In  Linn  v.  Ziegler.  68  Kan.  528.  75  Pac. 
480,  where  a  satisfaction  of  a  mor^E^ge  was 
entered  under  the  mistaken  belief  that  the 
property  was  exempt  homestead  at  the  time 
of  its  execution,  it  was  held  to  be  of  no  ef- 
fect, no  riglits  of  third  parties  having  in- 
tervened. 

In  White  v.  Stevenson,  144  Cal.  104.  77 
Pao.  82S,  where  a  mortgage  was  released  and 
satisfied  a  new  note  and  mortgage,  given. 
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18  N.  W.  C47;  Paine  ▼.  Mason,  7  Ohio  St. 
198;  Nolan  v.  Grant,  53  Iowa,  382,  5  N.  W. 
5\3;  Hogan  v.  Atlantic  Elerator  Co.  GG 
Minn.  344,  69  N.  W.  1;  Mead  v.  Randall, 
G8  Minn.  233,  71  N.  W.  31;  Roussain  v. 
Patten,  46  Minn.  308,  48  N.  W.  1122;  New- 
ton v.  Newton,  46  Minn.  33,  48  N.  W.  4.')0; 
Plymouth  Cordage  Co.  v.  Sqonour,  67  Mtun. 
311,  69  N.  W.  1079. 

As  it  is  equitable  and  just  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  this  ease  that  the  defend- 
ant should  retain  the  mortgage  as  a  lien 
upon  the  land,  equity  will  revive  and  rein- 
state it. 

Elliott  V.  Tainter,  88  Minn.  377,  03  N. 
W.  124;  Emmert  v.  Thompson,  49  Minn. 
386,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  560,  62  N.  W.  31; 
Sheldon,  Subrogation,  §9  1,  3,  13,  14,  16; 
1  Jones,  Mortg.  §  874 ;  Arlington  State  Bank 
T.  Paulsen,  57  Neb.  717,  78  N.  W.  303; 
Blodgctt  V.  Hitt,  29  Wis.  160;  Arnold  v. 
Green,  116  N.  Y.  606,  23  N.  E.  1 ;  3  Pom.  Eq. 
Jur.  1211;  Harris,  Subrogation,  1;  Barnes 
V.  Mott,.64  N.  Y.  307, 1  Am.  Rep.  625;  Stev- 
ens V.  Goodenough,  26  Vt.  676;  Harnsber- 
ger  ▼.  Yancey,  33  Gratt.  527;  Smith  v.  Fo- 
ran,  43  Conn.  244,  21  Am.  Rep.  647;  John- 
son ▼.  Zink,  61  N.  Y.  333;  Cole  v.  Malcolm, 
66  N.  Y.  363;  Twombly  v.  Cassidy,  82  N. 
Y.  155;  Gans  v.  Thieme,  03  N.  Y.  226;  Aver- 
ill  V.  Taylor,  8  N.  Y.  44. 


Mr.  Frederick  N.  Diclison,  for  respond- 
ent: 

The  burden  was  on  the  defendant  to  show 
by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence  his  good 
faith;  that  is,  that  he  took  his  subsequent 
deed  for  a  valuable  consideration  and  with- 
out any  knowledge  or  notice  whatever  of  the 
previous  outstanding  deed. 

Roussain  v.  Patten,  40  Minn.  308,  48  N. 
W.  1122;  Mead  ▼.  Randall,  68  Minn.  236, 
71  N.  W.  31;  Barber  v.  Robinson,  78  Minn. 
100,  80  N.  W.  068;  Fifleld  v.  Norton,  79 
Minn.  266,  82  N.  W.  581;  Lloyd  v.  Simons, 
90  Minn.  241,  95  N.  W.  003. 

This  burden  did  not  "shift,"  but  remained 
upon  the  defendant  throughout  the  trial. 

6  Am.  A  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  30-32 ; 
Powers  V.  Russell,  13  Pick.  69;  Demeiiles  v. 
Jewel  Tea  Co.  103  Minn.  150,  14  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  954,  123  Am.  St.  Rep.  315,  114  N. 
W.  733;  Rapp  v.  Sarpy  County,  71  Neb. 
382,  98  N.  W.  1042,  102  N.  W.  242. 

To  authorize  equity  to  cancel  a  writing 
on  the  ground  of  mistake,  based  on  a  mis- 
taken belief  of  a  party,  that  belief  must  be 
a  fair  and  reasonable  one,  and  justified  by 
facts  adequate  to  inspire  it. 

Atkinson  t.  Plum,  60  W.  Va.  104,  68 
L.R.A.  788,  40  S.  E.  587. 

The  doctine  of  snbrogation  will  not  be 
exercised  in  favor  of  a  volunteer  or  an  in- 


under  a  mistake  as  to  the  authority  of  an 
attorney  in  fact,  who  was  only  authorized 
to  act  concerning  the  first  mortgage  and 
note,  it  was  held  to  be  a  mistake  of  fact, 
from  which  equity  would  relieve,  and  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  obtain  a  decree  cancel- 
inig  the  discharge  before  foreclosing  the 
original  mortgage. 

lu  Bowen  v.  Gilbert,  122  Towa,  448,  98  N. 
W.  273,  where  a  junior  mortp^gee  paid  a 
prior  mortgage  to  protect  his  lien,  and,  mis- 
taking his  legal  rights,  procured  its  cancela- 
tion, and  no  rights  of  third  parties  had  in- 
tervened, reinstatement  and  subrogation 
.were  panted. 

In  Bwedesboro  Tx>an  &  Bldg.  ^sso.  r. 
Gans,  65  N.  J.  Eq.  132,  55  Atl.  82,  a  mort- 
gage canceled  under  a  mistaken  belief  that 
the  mortgagee  had  acquired  title  to  the  land 
was  reinstated. 

In  Taylor  ▼.  Godfrey,  62  W.  Va.  677,  59 
S.  E.  631,  a  release  of  a  deed  of  trustj  exe- 
cuted by  mistake,  under  the  belief  that  it 
was  a  dilTerent  instrument,  was  canceled, 
and  a  sale  of  the  property  to  satisfy  the 
mortgage   deed   decreed. 

In  Mueller  v.  Renkes,  31  Mont.  100,  77  Pac. 
512,  where  defendant  had  rclea.sed  a  mortgage 
through  mistake,  the  court  said  that  he  had 
his  option  to  institute  an  action  in  equity, 
n<cainat  all  interested  parties,  to  set  aside 
tlie  release  and  foreclose  the  mortgage,  or  to 
sue  in  an  action  at  law  on  the  note,  and 
that,  having  chosen  the  latter,  the  trial  court 
did  not  err  in  holding  that  the  mortfjage 
was  not  a  lien  on  the  property. 

In  Saint  v.  Cornwall,  207  Pa.  270,  66 
86  L.RJ^.(N.S.)  62 


Atl.  440,  the  court  says:  "A  satisfaction 
is  prima  facie  evidence  of  payment,  but  is 
nut  conclusive.  It  may  be  shown  upon  the 
trial  of  a  case  that  the  satisfaction  was 
made  by  mistake  or  through  misrepresenta- 
tion or  fraud,  and  the  mortgagee  or  assignee 
satisfying  a  mortgage  under  such  circum- 
stances would  not  be  be  bound  by  the  satis- 
faction." 

In  Griffin  v.  InternationsI  Trust  Co.  88  C. 
C.  A.  212,  161  Fed.  48,  there  is  a  dicltim 
to  the  effect  that  equity  may  grant  relief 
by  way  of  subrogation  when  the  prior  lien 
has  been  surrendered  in  ignorance  of  the  ex- 
istence of  an  intervening  lien. 

It  was  held  in  Barco  v.  Doyle,  50  Fla. 
488,  39  So.  103,  that  a  bill  to  set  aside  a 
satisfaction  of  a  mortgage,  on  the  ground  of 
ignorance  of  judgments  aflTecting  property 
conveyed  in  part  consideration  of  the  dis- 
charge, will  not  lie  against  a  purchaser  un- 
der execution  sale  against  the  mortgagor, 
when  the  purchaser  is  not  shown  to  be  con- 
nected with  the  satisfaction  agi-eement,  or 
to  have  had  other  than  record  knowledge 
thereof. 

In  Steele  v.  Walter,  204  Pa.  257,  63  Atl. 
1007,  where  one  purchased  land  subject  to 
a  mortgage  and  subsequently  paid  the 
amount  due  on  the  mortgage,  which  was 
thereupon  satisfied,  it  was  held  that  she  was 
not  entitled  to  have  the  satisfaction  strick- 
en oil  and  to  be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of 
the  mortgagee,  as  against  a  testamentary 
charge  upon  the  land  inferior  to  the  mort- 
gage, she  having  actual  and  constructive  no-, 
tice  of  such  charge. 
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tenncddler,  who  had  no  interest  the  pro- 
tection of  wliich  required  the  satisfaction  of 
the  lien;  it  is  only  invoked  in  favor  of  jun- 
ior lien  holders  who,  in  ignorance  of  prior 
intervening  liens,  satisfy  a  paramount  lien. 
Emmert  v.  Thompson,  49  Minn.  386,  32 
Am.  St.  Rep.  568,  52  N.  W.  31;  Wadsworth 
V.  Blake,  43  Minn.  609,  45  N.  W.  1131; 
Mos'ier's  Appeal,  60  Pa.  76,  93  Am.  Dec. 
783;  27  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc  Law,  2d  ed.  p. 
255;  JEina.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Middleport,  124 
U.  S.  534,  31  L.  ed.  537,  8  Sup.  Ct  Kcp. 
025;  3  Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  fl  1212. 

Brown,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Action  to  determine  adverse  claims  to  cer- 
tain real  property,  in  which  plaintilT  had 
judgment,  and  defendant  appealed  from  an 
order  denying  a  new  trial. 

One  McKeIvy  was  formerly  the  owner  of 
the  property,  lot  22,  block  2,  Wann's  addi- 
tion to  St.  Paul,  and  in  1895  mortgaged  the 
same  to  Bessie  M.  Kern  to  secure  a  loan  of 
$500.  The  mortgage  was  recorded  at  about 
the  date  of  its  execution,  but  has  never  been 
paid.  On  November  12,  1903',  McKclvy  by 
quitclaim  deed  conveyed  the  lot  to  plaintiff 
for  the  consideration  of  $5.  The  deed  was 
not  recorded  until  after  the  commencement 
of  this  action.  On  November  8,  1900,  Mc- 
KelVy  by  warranty  deed  in  due  form  con- 
veyed the  lot  to  defendant  Kush  B.  Wheeler; 
the  consideration  paid  being  the  sura  of  $15. 
On  November  3,  1906,  prior  to  the  convey- 
ance just  mentioned,  defendant  Wheeler  pur- 
'  clutsed  and  became  the  owner  of  the  Kern 
mortgage,  paying  therefor  the  sum  of  $25. 
The  transfer  of  the  mortgage  was  by  writ- 
ten assignment  in  due  and  proper  form. 
Thereafter  Wheeler  paid  all  the  taxes  due 
upon  the  property  by  a  purchase  of  the  same 
at  a  forfeited  tax  sale  held  on  November  12, 
1000.  On  November  16,  1900,  he  caused  to 
be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  register  of 
deeds  his  deed  from  McKeIvy,  the  assign- 
ment of  the  Kern  mortgage,  and  at  the  same 
time  formally  satisfied  the  mortgage  of  rec- 
ord. 

Frcmi  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that 
both  parties  claim  title  through  McKeIvy. 
Plaintiff's  deed  was  first  in  time,  but  de- 
fendant's, second  in  time,  was  first  recorded. 
Plaintiff's  deed  was  therefore  void  as  to  de- 
fendant's, provided  defendant  was  a  bona 
fide  purchaser.  Defendant  claimed  on  the 
trial  that  he  purchased  the  property  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  business,  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  and  without  notice  of  the 
prior  deed  to  plaintiff;  while  plaintiff  con- 
tended that  defendant  had  knowledge  of  the 
deed  on  the  date  of  its  execution,  and  was 
again  expressly  informed  of  its  existence  at 
about  the  time  and  before  he  recorded  his 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


deed  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  Kem  mort- 
gage. 

Two  questions  are  presented:  (1)  Wheth- 
er the  finding  of  the  trial  court,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  the  defendant  at  the  time  he  ob- 
tained his  title  had  notice  of  the  prior  deed 
to  plaintiff  is  sustained  by  the  evidence;  ' 

and  (2)  whether,  even  if  he  had  such  notice, 
and  was  not  therefore  a  bona  fide  purchas- 
er, defendant  is  entitled  to  judgment  rein- 
stating the  satisfied  mortgage. 

1.  Upon  the  first  question  little  need  be 
said.  A  careful  examination  of  the  record 
leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  findings  of 
the  trial  court  are  sustained  by  sufficient 
competent  evidence.  The  testimony  shows 
that  defendant  was  familiar  with  the  prop- 
erty, that  some  years  prior  to  the  time 
plaintiff  purchased  the  same  defendant  sold 
it  to  McKeIvy  and  negotiated  for  his  client, 
Mrs.  Kern,  the  mortgage  here  involved.  He 
was  well  acquainted  with  McKeIvy  and 
transacted  business  for  him.  He  also  knew 
and  had  had  previous  business  relations  witli 
plaintiff's  husband.  The  testimony  of  plain- 
tilTs  husband  is  clear  tliat  at  the  time  he 
procured  for  her  the  deed  from  McKeIvy  he 
expressly  informed  defendant  of  the  fact 
The  evidence  is  also  clear  that,  two  days  ^ 
prior  to  the  date  on  which  defendant  re- 
corded his  deed  and  satisfied  the  mortgage, 
he  was  again  informed  of  the  existence  of 
plaintiflTs  deed.  Defendant  testified  that  be 
had  no  recollection  of  any  conversation  with 
plaintiff's  husband,  in  which  he  was  in- 
formed of  plaintiff's  deed.  He  did  not  ex- 
pressly deny  the  fact,  but  said  he  did  not 
remember  any  such  conversation  or  informa- 
tion. He  was  positive,  however,  that  plain- 
tiff's husband  did  not  inform  him  of  the  deed 
a  day  or  two  before  he  recorded  his  own  and 
entered  of  record  the  satisfaction  of  the 
mortgage.  Witness  Thompson  testified  that 
prior  to  the  recording  of  defendant's  deed 
he  personally  informed  him  of  plaintilFs 
deed  and  of  her  claim  to  the  land,  and  at 
plaintiff's  request  urged  defendant  not  to 
bid  against  her  at  the  tax  sale  then  about  to 
take  place.  Defendant  did  not  deny  this 
conversation,  but  fixed  tlie  date  thereof  aft- 
er the  record  of  his  deed.  Tliis  evidence 
clearly  tends  to  support  plaintiff's  conten- 
tion that  defendant  was  not  a  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser of  the  property,  and,  within  the  rule 
guiding  this  court,  is  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  findings  of  the  trial  court.  Maxfield  v. 
Seabury,  81  Minn.  327,  84  N.  W.  42.  It 
does  not  matter  whether  the  conclusions  of 
the  trial  court  were  reached  with  little  or 
must  hesitation  or  reluctance.  The  rule 
guiding  this  court  remains  the  same.  Mnr- 
rissey  v.  Guaranty  Sav.  &  Loan  Asso.  81 
Minn.  426,  84  N.  W.  219. 

Counsel  for   defendant,  with  much  eu> 
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neatness,  urge  upon  our  attention  a  question 
of  burden  of  proof,  insisting  tliat  in  cases 
of  this  Icind,  where  the  holder  of  the  subse- 
quent deed  offers  evidence  that  he  acquired 
tlie  same  in  the  usual  course  of  business  for 
a  valuable  consideration,  and  the  transac- 
tion is  free  from  suspicious  circumstances,  a 
prima  facie  ease  of  bona  flde  is  made  out, 
and  the  burden  of  proof  shifts  to  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  vnrecorded-deed  holder  to  over- 
come it  by  a  fair  preponderance  of  the  evi- 
dence; and  be  insists  that  in  this  case  plain- 
tiff in  her  evidence  failed  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  rule  as  invoked.  The 
learned  trial  court  correctly  disposed  of  this 
point.  There  is  no  "shifting"  of  the  bur- 
den of  proof  in  cases  of  this  kind.  When 
McKelvy  deeded  the  property  to  plaintiff,  he 
parted  with  all  his  interest  therein,  and  he 
liad  nothing  to  convey  at  the  time  of  the 
execution  of  his  deed  to  defendant.  All  his 
title  and  beneficial  interest  had  previously 
passed  to  plaintiff.  Defendant's  deed,  there- 
fore, was  of  no  force  or  effect  as  a  transfer 
of  the  property  to  him,  except  by  virtue  and 
force  of  the  recording  statutes,  and  then 
only  upon  an  affirmative  showing  of  the 
bona  fides  of  his  purchase.  The  statutes  de- 
clare that  an  unrecorded  deed  is  void  as 
against  a  subsequent  purchaser  in  good 
faith,  and  to  give  effect  to  a  subsequent  deed 
the  burden  is  upon  the  holder  thereof  to  es- 
tablish the  fact  that  he  was  a  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser. Tliis  he  must  prove  by  competent 
evidence,  and  the  burden  rests  upon  him 
throughout  the  trial.  The  mere  fact  that 
certain  evidence  may  make  a  prima  facie 
case  in  his  favor  in  no  proper  view  shifts  the 
laboring  oar  upon  the  holder  of  the  prior 
deed.  Demeules  v.  Jewel  Tea  Co.  103  Minn. 
150,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  954,  123  Am.  St.  Rep. 
315,  114  N.  W.  730. 

2.  The  second  question,  namely,  whether 
defendant  is  entitled  to  a  reinstatement  of 
his  mortgage,  must  be  answered  adversely 
to  his  contention.  This  branch  of  the  case 
was  presented  by  defendant's  counsel  mainly 
on  the  theory  of  the  law  of  subrogation; 
and  he  insists  that,  to  entitle  defendant  to 
the  relief  prayed  for,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
either  fraud  or  mistake  be  shown.  We  are 
unable  to  sustain  this  position.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  authority  of  a  court 
of  equity,  in  a  proper  case,  to  reinstate  a 
satisfied  mortgage  or  other  lien  upon  real 
estate,  when  it  appears  to  have  been  given 
under  mistake,  inadvertence,  or  procured  by 
fraud.  27  Cyc.  Law  &  Froc.  p.  1431,  and 
authorities  there  cited;  Banta  v.  Vreelond, 
16  N.  J.  Eq.  103,  82  Am.  Dec.  260.  When 
voluntarily  given  by  the  mortgagee,  or  otiier 
lawful  owner  of  the  mortgage,  without  pay- 
ment being  made,  or  when  necessary  to  pro- 
tect some  other  interest,  the  equitable  doc- 
Zt  LJUL(N^.) 


trine  of  subrogation  can  have  no  particular 
application  in  proceedings  to  set  it  aside,  ex- 
cept perhaps  by  analogy.  The  right  of  sub- 
rogation, or  as  otiierwise  expressed,  tlie 
right  to  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  an- 
other, as  applied  to  the  law  of  mortgages 
and  the  payment  thereof,  arises  when  a  per- 
son, not  primarily  liable  for  the  payment 
of  the  mortgage  debt,  nevertheless  pays  it 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  his  own  rights 
or  interests,  or  under  some  agreement  or  ar- 
rangement with  the  debtor.  In  such  cases, 
equity,  speaking  from  the  standpoint  of 
good  conscience,  substitutes  the  person  so 
discharging  the  debt  to  the  place  of  the 
original  creditor,  so  far  as  to  enable  him  to 
enforce  the  security  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
imbursement. 27  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  1425. 
But  where  the  mortgagee,  or  other  holder 
of  the  mortgage,  voluntarily  discharges  the 
same,  he  pays  no  money  to  a  third  person 
to  whose  rights  he  ought  in  equity  to  be 
substituted,  and  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
subrogation  do  not  apply.  The  grounds  us- 
ually made  the  basis  of  relief  from  satisfied 
mortgages,  judgments,  or  other  liens  upon 
real  property  are  fraud  or  mistake, — mis- 
take of  fact,  or  perhaps  mistake  of  both 
law  and  fact,  and  in  exceptional  cases  mis- 
take of  law.  The  authorities  are  collected 
and  commented  upon  in  a  note  to  Attkisson 
v.  Plumb,  58  L.R.A.  788.  And  although  a 
case  might  arise  wliere  a  mortgagee  would 
be  compelled  before  payment  to  satisfy  a 
mortgage  still  owned  and  controlled  by  him, 
in  order  to  protect  other  rights  in  the  prop- 
erty, and  thus  give  rise  to  the  right  of  can- 
celation in  equity  under  the  analogous  doc- 
trine of  subrogation,  it  is  clear  that  such  is 
not  this  case.  Tliere  can  be  no  claim  here 
that  the  mortgage  in  question,  which  had 
been  assigned  to  defendant  and  was  then 
wholly  under  his  control,  was  satisfied  by 
him  to  protect  any  right  or  interest  in  the 
property  which  was  jeopardized  by  its  pres- 
ence on  the  record. 

We  therefore  pass  to  the  question  wheth- 
er any  other  recognized  ground  for  the  re- 
lief sought — fraud  or  mistake — is  shown  by 
the  record.  No  fraud  is  claimed,  and  it  is 
clear  that  relief  cannot  be  granted  on  that 
ground.  The  satisfaction  was  the  voluntary 
act  of  defendant,  without  inducement  or  sug- 
gestion from  plaintiff.  Nor  do  we  find  any 
substantial  reason  for  disturbing  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  trial  court  that  there  was  no  mis- 
take of  fact.  Defendant  was  the  owner  of 
the  mortgage,  and,  under  the  findings,  satis- 
fied it  of  record  with  knowledge  of  plaintiiTs 
deed.  He  was  informed  of  that  deed  at 
the  time  of  its  execution,  three  years  before 
the  transaction  in  question,  and  again  two 
days  before  he  satisfied  the  mortgage.  He 
was,  with  respect  to  this  property,  an  ad- 
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versary  of  plaintilT,  wlio  was  under  no  ob- 
ligation to  pay  the  mortgage,  and,  in  the 
face  of  lier  claim  of  title  to  the  property, 
discharged  it,  not  to  protect  any  interest  of 
his  likely  otherwise  to  be  prejudiced,  or  be- 
cause of  any  fraud  or  unfair  dealings  on  the 
part  of  plaintiff,  but  to  perfect  a  title 
claimed  by  him  to  be  adverse  and  superior 
to  that  held  by  plaintifT.  Clearly,  under 
such  circumstances,  he  is  not  entitled  to  re- 
lief. VVadsworth  v.  Blake,  43  Minn.  509, 45 
N.  W.  1131;  Emmert  v.  Thompson,  49  Minn. 
380,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  500,  52  N.  W.  31; 
Faurot  v.  XelT,  32  Oliio  St.  44 ;  Atkinson  v. 
Plum,  50  \V.  Va.  104,  58  L.R.A.  788,  40  S. 
E.  587,  and  cases  there  cited. 

Nor  is  defendant  entitled  to  relief  on  the 
theory  that  he  mistook  his  legal  rights,  or 
did  not  understand  the  legal  elTect  of  the 
cancelation  of  his  mortgage.  Mistake  of 
law,  unattended  by  any  misunderstanding  of 
the  facta,  presents,  as  a  general  rule,  no 
ground  for  the  interposition  of  equity.  As 
remarked  by  Chief  Justice  Start  in  Triics- 
dale  V.  Sidle,  65  Minn.  315,  67  N.  W.  1004: 
"It  is  settled  in  this  state  that  in  special 
cases  the  court  will  relieve  a  party  from  the 
consequences  of  his  mistakes  of  law;"  but, 
"if  nothing  more  than  a  bare  mistake  of  law 
be  shown,  the  relief  will  rarely,  if  ever,  be 
granted."  Though  there  is  some  conflict  in 
the  authorities  upon  the  question,  the  Trues- 
dale  Case  correctly  lays  down  the  prevailing 
rule  in  this  country.  See  authorities  col- 
lected and  commented  upon  in  notes  to 
Storrs  V.  Barker,  10  Am.  Deo.  310,  Page  v. 
Iliggins,  6  L.R.A  152,  and  German  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Gucck,  6  L.R.A.  835.  Reference  to  a  few 
pertinent  decisions  will  not  be  out  of  place. 

Ignorance  of  the  law  was  held,  in  Garwood 
T.  Eldridge,  2  N.  J.  Eq.  145,  34  Am.  Dec. 
195,  no  ground  for  equitable  relief.  It  ap- 
peared in  that  case  that  plaintifT  purchased 
certain  land  which  was  encumbered  by  two 
mortgages.  With  the  consent  of  the  vendors 
he  applied  the  purchase  price  of  the  land 
in  payment  of  the  mortgages  and  procured 
their  discharge  of  record.  Subsequent  to  the 
execution  of  the  mortgages,  but  before  plain- 
tifT obtained  his  deed  for  the  property,  a 
third  person  obtained  a  judgment  against 
the  mortgagor,  which  was  a  lien  upon  the 
land.  After  the  satisfaction  of  the  mort- 
gages, the  judgment  creditor  proceeded  to 
enforce  his  judgment,  and  plaintifT  brought 
the  action  for  a  reinstatement  of  the  mort- 
gages on  the  ground  of  mistake  of  both  law 
and  fact.  The  court  held  that  relief  could 
not  be  granted  on  the  ground  of  mistake 
of  law,  and  that  there  was  no  mistake  of 
fact;  for  plaintiff  could  have  ascertained  the 
existence  of  the  intervening  judgment  by 
consulting  the  record.  The  case  at  bar  is 
much  stronpor;  for  here  defendant  had  so- 
26  L.R,A,(N.S.) 


tual  notice  of  plaintifTs  deed.  In  the  caw 
of  Talbot  V.  Garretson,  31  Or.  256,  49  Pat 
078,  it  was  held  that,  before  a  court  o< 
equity  can  interfere  and  restore  the  lien  of 
a  mortgage  canceled  by  mistalce,  it  must 
appear  that  at  the  time  of  such  caacelation 
the  mortgagee  did  not  know  of  the  interven-  ^ 

ing  lien  over  which  he  desired  to  obtain 
priority  by  the  decree  prayed  for.  In  the 
course  of  the  opinion  in  that  case  the  court 
said:  "This  is  so  elementary  that  its  mere 
statement  is  sufDcient.  Manifestly  a  mort- 
gagee who,  with  complete  knowledge  of  the 
existence  of  another  lien  on  the  mortgage  I 

premises,  deliberately  cancels  and  releases 
his  security,  cannot  subsequently  ask  a  court 
of  equity  to  restore  him  to  his  original  priori- 
ty." Mistake  of  the  legal  effect  of  a  cancela- 
tion of  a  mortgage  was  held  no  ground  for 
restoring  the  mortgage  in  ICycs  v.  Merrill 
Furniture  Co.  92  Wis.  32,  05  N.  W.  735. 
There  an  assignee  in  insolvency  proceedings, 
with  knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  discharged 
mortgages  owned  by  the  insolvent,  and 
sought,  on  the  theory  of  mistake,  to  have 
them  reinstated.  In  Norman  v.  Norman, 
26  S.  C.  41,  11  S.  E.  1096,  it  was  held  that 
a  purchaser,  mistakenly  believing  tliat  a 
judgment  under  which  he  purchased  at  y 
sherifTs  sale  was  older  than  a  mortgage  lien, 
cannot  be  relieved  of  his  bid  on  the  ground 
of  mistake  of  fact,  the  mortgage  being  of 
record,  nor  on  the  ground  of  mistake  of  law. 
A  situation  like  that  at  bar  was  present- 
ed in,  Bentley  v.  Whittemore,  18  N.  J.  Eq. 
366,  where  the  court  held  that  if  "a  mort- 
gage on  lands  is  paid  off  by  the  purchaser 
of  the  equity  of  redemption,  and  canceled  in 
fabt  and  on  the  record  by  the  purchaser, 
while  under  the  misapprehension  that  his 
title  is  good,  he  cannot,  upon  discovery  that 
his  title  is  not  good,  have  the  canceling  set 
aside  and  the  mortgage  declared  in  force, 
on  the  grflund  that,  had  he  then  known  of 
the  defect  in  his  title,  he  would  have  taken 
an  assignment  of  the  mortgage  to  protect  his 
title.  The  mistake  must  be  a  mistake  as 
to  matter  of  fact,  and  not  as  to  a  question 
of  law."  That  case  was  substantially  like 
that  at  bar,  and  follows  and  applies  the  gen- 
eral rule  that  mistakes  in  matters  of  legal 
rights  furnish  no  basis  for  equitable  relief. 
In  disposing  of  that  case  the  court  said: 
"Courts  of  equity  have  power  to  correct  mis- 
takes and  protect  from  the  conseqlienees  of 
them.  .It  is  one  of  the  well-established  heads 
of  equity  jurisdiction.  .  .  .  But  it  is 
only  mistakes  as  to  fact  that  entitle  to  this 
relief.  It  is  well  settled  that  this  court 
will  not  relieve  for  a  mistake  as  to  the  law. 
Few  transactions  would  be  safe,  if  they 
could  be  set  aside  for  a  misapprehension  of 
the  legal  rights  of  the  parties  to  them.  The 
doctrine  is  too  well  settled  by  anthorityi 
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and  too  well  supported  by  the  reason,  .  .  . 
to  be  disregarded."  See  also  to  the  same 
effect,  Hurd  ▼.  Hall,  12  Wis.  118. 

There  is  nothing  exceptional  in  the  facta 
of  the  case  at  bar.  The  amount  involred 
certainly  presents  no  sufficient  reason  for 
extending  relief  or  declaring  the  case  an  ex- 
ception; for  defendant's  pecuniary  invest- 
ment in  the  property  does  not  exceed  $100, 
and  no  other  facts  disclosed  by  the  record 
remove  the  case  from  the  general  rule.  De- 
fendant erroneously  assumed  that  his  title 
was  superior  to  plaintiff's,  because  his  deed 
was  first  recorded;  and  from  this  error,  one 
solely  of  law,  no  equitable  relief  can  be 
granted  on  the  facts  disclosed.  The  au- 
thorities cited  by  defendant's  counsel 
have  reference  more  particularly  to  the 
rule  of  subrogfation,  and  have  no  applica- 
tion to  facts  like  those  here  before  the 
court.  If,  as  suggested  in  his  brief,  the 
facta  were  such  as  to  constitute  "legal 
notice"  of  plaintiff's  rights,  "without  in 
any  sense  impugning  the  good  faith 
of  defendant,"  a  different  case  would  prob- 
ably be  presented.  But,  as  we  understand 
the  law,  actual  notice  of  plaintiff's  rights 
completely  negatives  good  faith  on  the  part 
of  defendant.  The  case  is  wholly  unlike  Ben- 
son V.  Markoe,  37  Minn.  30,  S  Am.  St.  Rep. 
810,  33  N.  W.  38,  where  the  basis  of  the  de- 
cision was  in  the  main  the  unfair  and  in- 
equitable conduct  of  the  plaintiff.  Such 
does  not  appear  in  this  case. 

There  was  no  error  in  the  refusal  of  a  new 
trial  on  the  ground  of  newly  discovered  evi- 
dence. 

Order  affirmed. 


IjOtriSIAN.\  STrPREME  COtTRT. 

STATE  OP  LOUISIANA 

v. 

LEW  ROSE,  Appt. 

(125  La.  462,  61  So.  496.) 

Child   labor  —  forbidding  —  constltu- 
tionallty. 

1.  Section  1  of  act  No.  301  of  1908,  p. 
453,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  Regulate  the  'Em- 
ployment of  Children,  Young  Persons,  and 
Women,"  etc.,  is  a  valid  and  constitutional 
exercise  of  legislative  power. 

Headnotes  by  Land,  J. 


Note. —As  to  whether  child-labor  stat- 
utes applv  to  theatrical  performances,  sec 
note  to  Com.  ▼.  Griffith,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
967. 

As  to  constitutionality  of  child-lnbor  laws, 
see   note    to    Starnes   t.   Albion    Mfg.    Co. 
17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  602. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Same  —  constrnctlon  —  theatrical  per- 
formance. 

2.  Said  section  makes  it  unlawful  for  any 
person  to  employ  any  child  under  the  age 
of  fourteen  years  "to  labor  or  work"  in  any 
mill,  factory,  mine,  mercantile  establish- 
ment, etc.,  or  in  any  theater,  concert  hall, 
etc.  Held,  that  the  term  "work"  is  compre- 
hensive enough  to  cover  any  performance 
on  the  stage  of  a  theater  by  a.  girl  ten 
years  of  age. 

(Provosty,  J.,  dissents.) 

(January  17,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Juvenile  Court  for  the  Parish  of 
Orleans  convicting  him  of  violating  the 
child-labor  law.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Arthur  B.  Iieopold,  for  appellant: 

The  statute  is  unconstitutional,  arbitrary, 
and  oppressive. 

Collett  V.  Scott,  30  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  430. 

A  theatrical  performer  is  not  a  worker  or 
laborer. 

Re  Ho  King,  8  Sawy.  438,  14  Fed.  724; 
Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  v.  United  States, 
143  U.  S.  464,  36  L.  ed.  229,  12  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  511;  State  ex  rel.  I.  X.  L.  Grocery  Co. 
V.  Land,  108  La.  512,  58  L.R.A.  407,  92  Am. 
St.  Rep.  392,  32  So.  433;  Wirth  v.  Calhoun, 
64  Neb.  320,  89  N.  W.  785;  Moore  v.  Amer- 
ican Industrial  Co.  138  N.  C.  304,  50  S.  E. 
687;  Winder  v.  Caldwell,  14  How.  434,  14 
L.  ed.  487;  Parker  v.  Bell,  7  Gray,  429; 
Brockway  v.  Innes,  39  Mich.  47,  33  Am.  Rep. 
348;  Wildner  v.  Ferguson,  42  Minn.  112,  6 
L.R.A.  338,  18  Am.  St.  Rep.  496,  43  N.  W. 
794;  Farinholt  r.  Luckhard,  90  Va.  938, 
44  Am.  St.  Rep.  953,  21  S.  E.  817 ;  Kline  v. 
Russell,  113  Ga.  1085,  39  S.  E.  477;  Stuart 
v.  Poole,  112  Ga.  818,  81  Am.  St.  Rep.  81, 
38  S.  E.  41;  Meands  v.  Park,  95  Me.  527,  50 
Atl.  706. 

Mr.  B.  C.  Shields  also  for  appellant. 

Mr.  Solomon  Wolff,  with  Mr.  St.  Clalr 
Adams,  for  appellee: 

The  act  is  not  unconstitutional. 

Farmers'  &  M.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Dobney,  189 
U.  S.  301,  47  L.  ed.  821,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
565;  Kane  v.  Erie  R.  Co.  68  L.R.A.  788,  07 
C.  C.  A.  653,  133  Fed.  681;  Re  Weber,  149 
Cal.  392,  86  Pac.  809;  Re  Spencer,  149  Cal. 
396,  117  Am.  St.  Rep.  137,  86  Pac.  896,  9 
A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1105;  Bryant  v.  Skill- 
man  Hardware  Co.  76  N.  J.  L.  45,  69  Atl. 
23;  State  v.  Shorey,  48  Or.  396,  24  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  1121,  86  Pac.  881;  People  v.  Tay- 
lor, 124  App.  Div.  434.  lOS  N.  Y.  Rupp.  796; 
Com.  V.  Hamilton  Mfg.  Co.  120  Mass.  383; 
Com.  V.  Beatty,  15  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  5;  I^ch- 
ner  v.  New  York,  198  U.  S.  45,  49  L.  ed. 
937,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  539,  3  A.  4  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  1133,  affirming  177  N.  Y.  145,  101  Am. 
St.  Rep.  773,  09  N.  E.  373;  Muller  v.  Ore- 
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gon,  208  U.  S.  412,  62  L.  ed.  55],  28  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  324,  13  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  057; 
People  V.  Ewer,  141  N.  Y.  129,  25  L.R.A. 
794,  38  Am.  St.  Rep.  788,  36  N.  E.  4; 
Starnee  v.  Albion  Mfg.  Co.  147  N.  C.  556, 
17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  602,  61  S.  E.  625,  15  A.  & 
E.  Ann.  Cas.  470 ;  Lenahan  v.  Pittston  Coal 
Min.  Co.  218  Pa.  311,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  461, 
120  Am.  St.  Rep.  885, 07  Atl.  642j  CoIIett  v. 
Scott,  30  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  430;  People  v. 
Williams,  189  N.  Y.  131,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1130,  121  Am.  St.  Rep.  854,  81  N.  E.  778, 
12  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  798;  People  v.  Orange 
County  Road  Constr.  Co.  175  N.  Y.  84,  65 
L.R.A."  33,  07  N.  E.  129. 

The  statute  prohibits  acting  in  theaters. 

16  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  1042;  24  Cyc.  Law 
&  Proc.  p.  809;  United  States  v.  Church  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  36  Fed.  303;  Phoenix  Fur- 
niture Co.  V.  Put-In-Bay  Hotel  Co.  06  Fed. 
683;  Re  Sayles,  92  Mich.  354,  52  N.  W.  637; 
Paddock  v.  Balgord,  2  S.  D.  100,  48  N.  W. 
840;  Bishop,  Statutory  Crimes,  §§  82,  101; 
Camp  V.  Baldwin-Melville  Co.  123  La.  258, 
48  So.  927;  Fischer  v.  Hanna,  8  Colo.  App. 
471,  47  Pac.  303;  Hughes  v.  Torgerson,  90 
Ala.  340,  16  L.R.A.  600,  38  Am.  St.  Rep. 
106,  11  So.  209;  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  v. 
Cries,  35  Pa.  423;  Capron  v.  Strout,  11  Nev. 
304;  Rara  Avis  Gold  &  S.  Min.  Co.  v.  Bous- 
cher,  0  Colo.  385,  12  Pac.  433;  Campbell  v. 
International  Life  Assur.  Soc.  4  Bosw.  208; 
Dixon  V.  People,  168  111.  179,  39  L.R.A. 
110,  48  N.  E.  108;  Cook  v.  North  Metropoli- 
tan Tramways  Co.  L.  R.  18  Q.  B.  Div.  684; 
Couper  V.  Gaboury,  10  C.  C.  A.  112,  30  U.  S. 
App.  325,  60  Fed.  8;  Quarles  v.  State,  55 
Ark.  10,  14  L.R.A.  192,  17  S.  W.  269;  Cor- 
tesy  v.  Territory,  6  N.  M.  682,  19  L.R.A. 
349,  30  Pac.  947;  State  v.  Ncsbit,  8  Kan. 
App.  104.  54  Pac.  326. 

Ijand,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

Defendant  was  charged  on  affidavit  with 
knowingly  and  unlawfully  permitting  one 
Rosie  Mary  Shields,  a  minor  aged  ten  years, 
to  appear  and  perform  on  the  stage  of  the 
Grcenwall  Theater  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans. 

Defendant  filed  a  demurrer  to  the  charge, 
on  the  grounds  that  act  No.  301  of  1908,  p. 
453,  under  which  he  is  prosecuted,  is  un- 
constitutional, in  that  its  provisions  make 
an  arbitrary  and  unreasonable  classification, 
and  are  not  uniform  in  operation,  in  direct 
conflict  with  both  Federal  and  state  Con- 
stitutions; that  said  statute  makes  a  dis- 
crimination in  favor  of  minors  who  work 
or  labor  at  agricultural  or  domestic  indus- 
tries and  against  minors  who  work  or  labor 
at  other  pursuits;  that  said  statute  is  un- 
reasonable and  its  classiflcation  not  uniform 
in  operation,  in  that  minors  are  permitted 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


to  work  and  labor  in  the  pursuits  speeifled 
in  the  statute,  where  less  than  five  persona 
are  employed,  and  are  forbidden  to  labor  or 
work  where  more  than  five  persons  are  em- 
ployed. 

This  demurrer  was  overruled,  and  the  de- 
fendant excepted.  The  defendant  then  en- 
tered a  plea  of  not  guilty,  and  on  trial  was 
found  guilty.  The  defendant  filed  a  motion 
for  a  new  trial  on  the  ground  that  the  find- 
ing was  contrary  to  the  law  and  the  evi- 
dence. This  motion  was  overruled.  The 
accused  thereupon  filed  a  motion  in  arrest 
of  judgment  on  a  number  of  grounds,  among 
others,  that  the  affidavit  does  not  disclose 
any  crime,  or  oflfense  against  the  statute 
and  laws  of  the  state  of  Louisiana,  and  that 
the  statute  in  question  is  unconstitutional 
for  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  demurrer. 

The  motion  in  arrest  was  overruled,  and 
the  defendant  was  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine 
of  $25,  or,  in  default  thereof,  to  serre  thirty 
days  in  the  parish  prison.  The  defendant 
has  appealed. 

Act  No.  83  of  1908,  p.  96,  creating  the  ju- 
venile court  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  was 
submitted  as  a  constitutional  amendment  by 
act  No.  245  of  1908,  p.  364,  and  this  amend- 
ment was  adopted  by  the  people. 

Section  2  of  act  No.  83  of  1908  provides 
as  follows:  "Appeals  from  said  court  shall 
be  allowed  on  matters  of  law  only,  and  shall 
be  direct  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  state." 

This  prosecution  is  under  the  provisions 
of  §  1  of  act  No.  301  of  1908,  p.  453,  enti- 
tled, "An  Act  to  Regulate  the  Employment 
of  Children,  Young  Persons,  and  Women  in 
this  State.     .     .     ." 

Section  1  reads  as  follows:  "That  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  it  shall  be 
unLawful  for  any  person,  agent,  firm,  com- 
pany, copartnership,  or  corporation  to  re- 
quire or  permit  or  suffer  or  employ  any 
child  under  the  age  of  fourteen  years  to  la- 
bor or  work  in  any  mill,  factory,  mine,  pack- 
ing house,  manufacturing  establishment, 
workshop,  laundry,  millinery  or  dressmak- 
ing store  or  mercantile  establishment  in 
which  more  than  five  persons  are  employed, 
or  in  any  theater,  concert  hall,  or  in  or 
about  any  place  of  amusement  where  intoxi- 
cating liquors  are  made  or  sold,  or  in  any 
bowling  alley,  boot  blacking  establishment, 
freight  or  passenger  elevator,  or  in  the  trans- 
mission or  distribution  of  messages,  either 
telegraph  or  telephone,  or  any  other  mes- 
sages, or  merchandise,  or  in  any  other  occu- 
pation not  herein  enumerated  which  may  be 
deemed  unhcalthful  or  dangerous. 

"The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  in  no 
way  be  construed  as  applying  to  agricultural 
or  domestic  industries.  Any  violation  of 
this  provision  shall  be  punishable  by  a  fine 
of  not  less  than  $26  or  more  than  $S0,  or  by 
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imprisonment  in  the  pariah  jail  (parish 
prison  in  New  Orleans)  for  not  less  than 
ten  days  or  more  than  six  months,  or  both, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  court." 

Section  4  of  the  same  act  reads,  in  part, 
aa  follows:  "That  no  child  or  person  under 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  no  woman, 
shall  be  employed  in  any  of  the  places  and 
industries  enumerated  in  §  1  of  this  act  for 
a  longer  period  than  ten  hours  per  day  or 
sixty  hours  per  week." 

Section  5  reads,  in  part;  "That  no  boy 
under  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and  no  girl 
under  the  age  of  eighteen  shall  be  employed 
at  any  work  before  >the  hour  of  6  in  the 
morning  or  after  the  hour  of  7  at  night. 
Provided  that  this  shall  not  apply  to  per- 
sons working  in  stores  and  mercantile  es- 
tablishments on  Saturday  nights  or  during 
twenty  days  before  Christmas." 

Section  6  reads,  in  part:  "Th^t  every 
person,  firm,  or  corporation,  agent  or  man- 
ager of  a  corporation  employing  or  permit- 
ting or  suffering  to  work  children  under  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  and  over  the  age  of 
fourteen  in  all  places  of  business  or  estab- 
lishments or  occupations  enumerated  in  §  1 
shall  post  and  keep  posted  in  a  conspicuous 
place  in  every  room  in  which  such  help  is 
employed  or  permitted  or  suffered  to  work 
a  litt  containing  the  names,  age,  and  place 
of  residence  of  every  person  under  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  employed,  permitted,  oi 
suffered  to  work  in  such  roem." 

Defendant  contends  that  acting,  dancing, 
or  singing  on  the  stage  of  a  theater  is  not 
"labor  or  work"  in  the  sense  of  the  statute. 
The  word  "work"  has  a  much  more  compre- 
hensive meaning  than  the  term  "labor,"  and 
has  been  thus  defined:  "To  exert  one's  self 
for  a  purpose ;  to  put  forth  effort  for  the  at- 
tainment of  an  object;  to  be  engaged  in  the 
performance  of  a  task,  duty  or  the  like." 
See  Webster's  International  Diet,  verbo. 

The  term  as  thus  defined  covers  all  forms 
of  physical  or  mental  exertions,  or  both  com- 
bined, for  the  attainment  of  some  object 
other  than  recreation  or  amusement.  The 
object  of  the  statute  was  to  prohibit  the  em- 
ployment of  children  of  tender  years  in  any 
kind  of  labor  or  work  in  the  places,  occupa- 
tions, and  establishments  specified  in  §  1, 
and  in  all  others  that  may  be  deemed  dan- 
gerous or  unhealthful.  Section  5  goes  fur- 
ther, and  in  cases  of  boys  under  si.xteeu 
years  and  of  girls  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  prohibits  their  employment  at  any 
work  before  0  a.  u.  or  after  7  P.  u.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  acting  or  performing 
on  the  stage  necessitates  both  physical  and 
mental  toil;  and  in  our  opinion  the  law- 
maker intended  to  prohibit  the  employment 
of  children  in  theaters  for  labor  or  work  of 
any  kind,  in  the  interest  of  their  health  and 
26  L.RJ!l.(N.S.) 


proper  physical,  moral,  and  mental  develop- 
ment. Whether  such  children  be  employed 
in  one  or  another  kind  of  "labor  or  work" 
is  immaterial.  It  may  be  stated,  in  this 
connection,  that  the  Civil  Code  uses  the 
terms  "servant"  and  "laborer"  as  synony- 
mous. Articles  2740-2750.  Article  2749, 
prescribing  a  penalty  for  sending  away  a 
"laborer"  before  the  contract  term  has  ex- 
pired, without  any  serious  ground  for  com- 
plaint, has  been  applied  to  a  dancing  girl. 
Baron  v.  Plaeide,  7  La.  Ann.  229.  And  this 
court  has  applied  the  same  article  to  an 
actor.  Camp  v.  Baldwin-Melville  Co.  123  La. 
257,  48  So.  927. 

The  wisdom  and  policy  of  the  statute  does 
not  concern  the  courts,  whose  function  is 
confined  to  the  interpretation  and  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  as  written. 

The  next  inquiry  is  as  to  the  alleged  un- 
constitutionality of  the  statute.  The  law  is 
presumed  te  be  constitutional,  and  the  biir- 
den  is  on  the  defendant. to  show  clearly  anil 
beyond  reasonable  dispute  that  its  provi- 
sions  are  repugnant  to  the  organic  laws  of 
the  United  States  or  of  the  state  of  Louisi* 
ana. 

We  assume  that  the  demurrer  was  in- 
tended to  charge  that  the  statute  in  question 
is  violative  of  the  14th  Amendment  to  the  - 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  prohibit- 
ing  the  abridgment  of  the  privileges  or  im- 
munities of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
or  the  denial  to  any  person  of  the  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  laws. 

In  Stames  v.  Albion  Mfg.  Co.  147  N.  C. 
556,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  602,  61  S.  E.  525.  15 
A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  470,  the  court  said: 
"Child-labor  laws  have  been  adopted  in  near- 
ly all  the  states  of  this  Union  and  Canada, 
and  are  in  force  in  nearly  all  the  govern- 
ments of  Europe  and  of  the  Australian  Con- 
tinent. They  are  founded  upon  the  princi- 
ple that  the  supreme  right  of  the  state  to 
the  guardianship  of  children  controls  the 
natural  rights  of  the  parent,  when  the  wel- 
fare of  society  or  of  the  children  themselves 
conflicts  with  parental  rights.  In  this  coun- 
try their  constitutionality,  so  far  as  we  can 
ascertain,  has  never  been  successfully  as- 
sailed. The  supervision  and  control  of  mi- 
nors is  a  subject  which  has  always  been  re- 
garded as  within  the  province  of  the  legis- 
lative authority.  How  far  it  shall  be  exer- 
cised is  a  question  of  expediency,  which  it 
is  the  province  of  the  legislature  to  deter-, 
mine.  The  constitutional  guaranty  of  the 
liberty  of  contract  does  not  apply  to  chil- 
dren of  tender  years  nor  prevent  legislation 
for  their  protection.  'So  far  as  such  regu- 
lations control  and  limit  the  powers  of  mi- 
nors to  contract  for  labor,  there  has  never 
been,'  says  Mr.  Tiedeman,  'and  never  can 
be,  any  question  as  to  their  constitutional- 
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ity.  Minors  are  the  warda  of  the  nation, 
and  even  the  control  of  them  by  parents  is 
subject  to  the  unlimited  supervisory  control 
of  the  state.'  1  Tiedeman,  State  &  Federal 
Control  of  Persons  &,  Property,  p.  326.  An- 
other' eminent  writer  says :  'The  constitu- 
tionality of  legislation  for  the  protection  of 
children  or  minors  is  rarely  questioned,  and 
the  legislature  is  conceded  a  wide  discre- 
tion in  creating  restraints.  Even  the  courts 
which  take  a  very  liberal  view  of  individual 
liberty  .  .  .  would  concede  that  such 
paternal  control  may  be  exercised  over  chil- 
dren, especially  in  the  choice  of  occupa- 
tions, hours  of  labor,  payment  of  wages, 
and  everything  pertaining  to  education ;  and 
in  these  matters  a  wide  and  constantly  ex- 
panding legislative  activity  is  exercised.' 
Freund,  Pol.  Power,  §  259." 

The  text  is  supported  by  the  citation  of 
cases  from  other  states,  and  the  case  note 
states:  "The  courts  have  with  great  uni- 
formity upheld  laws  looking  toward  the  pro- 
tection and  well-being  of  children,  and  pro- 
hibiting their  employment  in  dangerous  or 
immoral  occupations  and  places.  Such  laws 
are  held  to  Ije  within  the  police  power  of 
the  state,  and  tJie  courts  generally  liold  that 
the  legislature  has  full  power  to  fix  the  age 
at  which  a  child  may  be  employed,  and 
that  it  is  to  be  the  sole  judge  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  law."  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  C02, 
note. 

In  the  same  case  note.  Re  Weber,  140  Cal. 
302,  86  Pac.  800,  is  referred  to  as  holding 
as  constitutional  a  statute  which  "prohib- 
ited the  employment  of  children  under  six- 
teen in  any  dangerous  or  immoral  occupa- 
tion or  business  or  for  public  entertainment 
.  .  .  except  singing  in  churches,  schools, 
and  academies"  (Stat.  1005,  chap.  668, 
§  272),  and  that  the  law  did  not  make  an 
arbitrary  or  unfair  discrimination  by  allow- 
ing the  employment  of  children  as  singers 
or  musicians  in  churches,  schools,  and  acade- 
mies. The  same  case  note  also  cites  People 
V.  Ewer,  141  N.  Y.  129,  25  L.R.A.  794,  38 
Am.  St.  Rep.  788,  36  N.  E.  4,  as  holding 
valid  and  constitutional  a  statute  prohibit- 
ing the  employment  of  girls  under  fourteen 
years  of  age  as  dancers  or  in  theatrical  ex- 
hibitions. 

The  supreme  court  of  California  in  1906 
held  that  a  statute  prohibiting  the  employ- 
ment of  children  under  fourteen  years  of 
age  in  certain  specified  occupations  was  not 
invalid,  either  as  making  an  unfair  dis- 
crimination against  the  occupations  men- 
tioned, or  as  unduly  restricting  the  rights 
of  minors  to  work  at  any  and  every  occupa- 
tion in  which  they  may  wish  to  engage. 
See  Re  Spencer,  149  Cal.  396,  117  Am.  St 
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Rep.  137,  86  Pac.  806,  9  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Ca. 
1106. 

In  the  enactment  of  the  statute  now  in 
question,  tlte  legislature  had  the  power  to 
discriminate  between  occupations,  by  classi- 
fying some  of  them  as  unsuited  to  the  prop- 
er mental,  moral,  or  physical  development 
of  children  of  tender  years.  In  such  a  mat- 
ter the  judgment  of  the  court  cannot  be 
substituted  for  the  discretion  of  the  law- 
maker. The  act  might  have  been  deemed 
arbitrary  and  unreasonable  if  it  had  pro- 
hibited the  employment  of  children  in  all 
kinds  of  occupation. 

The  contention  that  the  words  "where  in- 
toxicating liquors  are  made  or  sold"  qual- 
ify the  word  "theater"  is  without  plausi- 
bility. If  the  words  quoted  apply  to  thea- 
ters and  concert  halls,-  they  qualify  every 
other  occupation  and  business  mentioned  in 
the  statute.  A  construction  which  necessi- 
tates the  substitution  of  "and"  for  "or"  and 
eliminates  all  punctuation  marks  is  wholly 
inadmissible. 

The  contention  that  the  statute  makes  an 
unlawful  discrimination  between  manufac- 
turing, mining,  and  business  occupations 
employing  more  than  five  persons,  and  those 
employing  five  persons  or  less,  is  without 
force.  The  Constitution  of  1898  adopted  a 
similar  basis  of  classification  in  the  matter 
of  e.\emption  from  taxation.  Article  230. 
The  lawmaker  had  to  draw  the  line  some- 
where so  as  to  exclude  from  the  purview  of 
the  general  terms  of  the  statute  occupations 
pursued  by  families  or  in  which  but  a  few 
persons  were  employed.  But  this  limitation 
of  number  of  employees  does  not  apply  to 
theaters,  concert  halls,  etc.,  and  the  de- 
fendant is  in  no  manner  affected  by  the  al- 
leged discrimination  between  mills,  factories, 
mines,  etc. 

We  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the  facts, 
and  find  no  reversible  errors  of  law  in  the 
proceedings. 

It  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  judgment 
be  affirmed. 

Provosty,  J.,  dissents,  holding  that,  con- 
strued strictly,  as  a  statute  in  derogation 
of  common  right,  and  criminal  at  that,  must 
be,  the  child-labor  law  of  this  state  has  ref- 
erence only  to  manual  labor  in  factories, 
etc.,  and  does  not  apply  to  acting  on  the 
stage  of  a  theater.  Words  in  criminal  stat- 
utes are  not  construed  according  to  their 
etymological  or  scientific  meaning,  but  ac- 
cording to  their  popular  meaning.  Popular- 
ly, to  act  upon  the  stage  of  a  theater  is  not 
to  labor  or  work. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 
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MINNESOTA  STTPREME  COURT. 

RE  ESTATE  OF  SEVERT  K.  ROXG,  De- 
ceased. 


BOFFI  RONG,  Appt., 

v. 

AXEL  HALLER,  Exr.,  etc.,  of  Severt  K. 

RONG,  Deceased,  Respt. 

(—  Minn.  — ,  123  N.  W.  471.) 

Will  —  construction  —  intent  of  testa- 
tor. 

1.  In  construing  a.  will,  the  intention  of 
the  testator  expressed  therein  must  prevail, 
if  consistent  with  law.  If  its  language  be 
reasonably  susceptible  of  two  constructions, 
one  of  which  would  invalidate  the  will,  and 
the  other  sustain  it,  the  latter  must  be 
adopted. 

Same  ^  Talidlty  —  deiermination  as  of 
time  of  testator's  death. 

2.  An  action  or  proceeding  involving  the 
validity  of  a  will  must  be  determined  from 
the  same  view  point  as  if  it  had  been 
brought  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  tes- 

(Headnotes  by  Start,  Ch.  J.) 


tator,  for  its  validity  depends,  not  on  what 
has  happened  since  the  testator's  death,  but 
on  what  might  have  happened. 
Perpetuity  —  power    of    alienation  — 
suspension  —  lives  In  being:. 

3.  A  devise  of  land  which  suspends  the 
absolute  power  of  alienation  for  a  fixed  pe- 
riod, however  short,  without  reference  to 
lives  in  being,  is  void,  for  no  suspension  of 
the  power  ol  alienation  is  valid  unless  it 
must  in  every  contingency  terminate  within 
the  period  of  two  specified  lives. 

Trust  —  construction  —  partial    invalld- 
Ity  —  effect. 

4.  Where  a  legal  and  illegal  trust  are 
created  by  will,  and  so  connected  as  to 
constitute  one  general  scheme,  so  that  it 
must  fail  if  the  one  be  retained  and  the 
other  rejected,  the  legal  trust  must  fall 
with  the  illegal  one. 

Perpetuity   —   power   of   alienation   — 
suspension. 

5.  The  will  set  out  in  the  opinion  con- 
strued, and  held  void,  because  it  illegally  at- 
tempted to  suspend  the  power  of  alienation 
of  the  testator's  land. 

(December  3,  1909.) 


If  ote.  ^  Allowing  aped  fled  period  for 
election  to  take  under  devise  or  be- 
quest as  a  violation  of  the  rule 
agaln^  perpetultlea,  or  the  suspen- 
aion  of  the  power  of  alienation. 

This  note  does  not  include  cases  in  which 
the  validity  of  devises  and  bequests  to 
charitable  institutions  turns  upon  the  mere 
fact  that  the  devisee  or  legatee  is  such  an 
institution,  or  that  the  institution  or  orgnn- 
ization  has  not  as  yet  been  established  or  in- 
corporated. Upon  the  general  subject,  En- 
forcement of  general  bequest  for  charity  or 
religion,  see  exhaustive  note  to  Hadley  v. 
Forsee,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  40. 

As  to  limitation  of  estate  upon  probate  of 
will  as  a  violation  of  rule  against  perpetui- 
ties, see  note  to  Johnson  v.  Preston,  10 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  664. 

As  to  allowing  period  for  conversion  of 
property  as  a  violation  of  the  rule  against 
perpetuities  or  against  suspension  of  the 
power  of  alienation,  see  note  to  Hagen  v. 
Sacrison,  ante,  724. 

The  courts  do  not  always  carefully  dis- 
tinguish between  the  rule  against  perpetui- 
ties and  the  rule  against  the  suspension  of 
the  power  of  alienation,  and  much  confusion 
has  resulted  from  the  attempt  to  combine 
the  rules  and  to  treat  them  as  one.  But  in 
the  present  note,  the  question  outlined  by 
the  title  will  be  treated  as  a  practical  one, 
and  the  validity  or  invalidity  of  the  devise 
or  bequest  will  be  shown,  whether  the  court 
treats  the  rule  involved  as  that  against  per- 
petuities or  as  that  against  the  suspension 
of  the  power  of  alienation. 

Although  the  rule  asserted  in  Re  Rono, 
that  a  devise  of  land  which  suspends  the  ab- 
solute power  of  alienation  for  a  fixed  period, 
26  L.RA.(N.S.) 


however  short,  without  reference  to  lives  in 
being,  is  void,  is  almost,  if  not  quite,  univer- 
sally recognized,  yet  the  cases  are  not  har- 
monious as  to  whether  a  will  which  allows  a 
specified  period  for  election  to  take  under  a 
devise  or  bequest  is  within  the  rule  or  not. 
The  majority  of  the  cases  are  in  harmony 
with  Re  Rono  in  holding  that  such  a  devise 
or  bequest  is  void. 

Thus,  in  State  v.  Holmes,  115  Mich.  450,  73 
N.  W.  548,  a  testator  gave  his  wife  a  life 
use  of  the  residue  of  his  estate,  and  u]>oii 
her  death'  it  was  given  to  the  state  upon 
the  condition  that  it  should  within  five  years 
erect  some  charitable  institution  upon  the 
real  estate,  but,  if  the  state  refused  to  ac- 
cept the  property  on  the  condition,  it  was  to 
go  to  a  grandson.  It  was  held  that  tlie  de- 
vise must  fail,  as  the  period  of  suspension 
of  alienation  must  be  measured  by  lives,  and 
not  by  time  alone.  The  court  applied  tlie 
test  given  in  Re  Rong,  and  said:  "Tliere 
are  no  persons  in  being  who  can  convey  an 
absolute  fee  in  this  land.  If  all  the  parties 
mentioned  should  now  unite  in  a  conveyance, 
the  grantee  would  take  only  a  life  estate. 
The  widow  has  only  that  interest  to  convey. 
The  state  has  nothing  to  convey,  for  it  has 
no  interest  until  the  conditions  are  accepted. 
The  grandson  has  nothing  to  convey,  and 
cannot  have  until  the  state  refuses  or  neg- 
lects to   accept  the  condition." 

So,  a  provision  in  a  will  that  certain  prop- 
erty willed  to  a  son  sliould  be  held  in  trust 
for  him  for  a  period  not  over  tlirec  years, 
which,  in  case  the  son  did  not  reform  and 
continue  to  be  a  sober  man  for  two  years; 
was  to  be  divided  among  other  heirs,  was 
held  void  in  Moore  v.  Moore,  47  Barb.  257. 
The  court  said:  "It  may,  if  it  commence 
at   the   testator's   death,   continue   for   the 
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APPEAL  by  contestants  from  an  order 
of  the  District  Court  for  Goodhue 
County  denying  a  new  trial  after  affirming 
a  decree  of  the  Probate  Court  for  distribu- 
tion according  to  the  will  of  Sevcrt  K. 
Rong,  deceased.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  A.  J.  Rocknc,  J.  A.  DalzcII, 
and  W.  A.  McDowell,  for  appellant: 

To  render  future  estates  created  by  will 
Talid,  they  must  be  so  limited  that  in  every 
possible  contingency  they  will  absolutely 
terminate  in  two  lives  and  twenty-one  years. 

Herzog  v.  Title  Guarantee  &  T.  Co.  177 
N.  Y.  86,  67  L.R.A.  146,  69  N.  E.  283; 
Stewart  v.  Woolley,  121  App.  Div.  531,  106 
N.  y.  Supp.  09;  Earnest  v.  Little  River 
Land  &  Lumber  Co.  109  Tenn.  427,  75  S. 
W.  1122;  Gray,  Rule  against  Perpetuities, 
§§  214,  208;  Ford  v.  Ford,  70  Wis.  19,  5 
Am.  St.  Rep.  117,  33  N.  W.  188;  Perry, 
Tr.  §§  258,  387;  Moore  v.  Moore,  47  Barb. 
257. 

The  trust  is  void,  as  it  exceeds  the  limits 
of  time  that  a  trust  can  continue,  and  does 
not  permit  alienation  by  the  trustee.  Gar- 
vey  V.  McDevitt,  72  N.  Y.  556;  Tiedeman, 
Real  Prop.  §  575. 


An  act  which  is  prohibited  under  a  trust 
cannot  be  performed  under  a  power. 

Page,  Wills,  p.  827;  Petit  v.  Flint  ft  P. 
M.  R.  Co.  114  Mich.  362,  72  N.  W.  238; 
Wood  V.  Wood,  5  Paige,  596,  28  Am.  Dec. 
451;  Bailey  v.  Bailey,  28  Hun,  603;  Tilden 
v.  Green,  130  N.  Y.  29,  14  L.R.A.  33.  27 
Am.  St.  Rep.  487,  28  N.  E.  880;  Smith  v. 
Bowen,  35  N.  Y.  83;  Holmes  v.  Walter,  118 
Wis.  409,  02  L.R.A.  986,  95  N.  W.  380; 
Re  Fair,  132  Cal.  523,  84  Am.  St.  Rep.  70, 
60  Pac.  442,  04  Pac.  1000;  Adams  r.  First 
Baptist  Church,  148  Mich.  140,  11  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  609,  111  N.  W.  757,  12  A.  *  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  224. 

If  the  right  of  free  alienation  does  not 
exist  for  a  period  not  measured  by  lives, 
there  is  a  suspension  of  the  power  of  aliena- 
tion. 

Simpson  v.  Cook,  24  Minn.  180;  Tucker 
V.  Tucker,  5  N.  Y.  408;  Moore  v.  Moore, 
supra;  Bean  v.  Bowen,  47  How.  Pr.  327; 
Dana  v.  Murray,  122  N.  Y.  613,  26  N.  E. 
21;  Re  Christie,  133  N.  Y.  473,  31  N.  E. 
515;  Adams  v.  Perry,  43  N.  Y.  497. 

If  the  limit  within  which  an  estate  may 
not  be  alienated  is  not  measured  in  some 
form  by  life,  it  offends  the  statute  relating 
to  perpetuities,  and  is  void. 


period  of  three  years,  by  the  express  terms 
of  this  provision  and  as  all  that  time  is  giv- 
en to  elTect  a  reformation  of  at  least  two 
years  in  duration,  it  must  necessnrily  exist 
for  that  time.  During  that  period  there  id 
no  power  of  alienation  conferred  by  the  lan- 
guage of  this  provision.  The  time  of  sus- 
pension of  alienation  is,  therefore,  in  thi.s 
provision,  measured  by  years,  by  a  fixed 
time,  instead  of  a  period  measured  by 
lives  in  being,  as  expressly  required  by 
the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
(1  Rev.  Stat.  723,  §  15.)  The  trust  es- 
tate that  might  commence  at  the  end 
of  the  three  years,  by  one  of  the  contingen- 
cies of  this  provision,  is  of  indefinite  length 
in  duration,  and  is  equally  void.  In  all  the 
adjudicated  cases  upon  this  statute,  tlic 
courts  have  uniformly  held  that  the  period 
of  suspension  of  alienation  could  not  be 
measured  by  time  alone;  that  life  must  in 
some  form  be  the  measure  of  the  period  of 
suspension.  .  .  .  The  period  of  three 
years  may,  by  possibility,  exceed  the  length 
of  two  lives  in  being.  A  trust  for  that  pe- 
riod is  therefore  void."  But  see  Re  Trotter, 
cited  infra. 

And  a  devise  of  certain  lands  to  trustees 
directing  them,  if  any  church  or  society  of  a 
designated  order  and  faith  should  desire  to 
erect  a  church  upon  the  lands,  and  should, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  trustees,  be  able  to 
erect  and  maintain  such  a  church  without 
getting  into  debt,  to  convey  the  same  to 
them,  was  held  void  in  Jocelyn  v.  Nott,  44 
Conn.  55.  The  court  said:  "The  devise  in 
the  present  case  is  vested  only  in  the  trus- 
tees, and  no  interest  whatever  has  as  yet 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


vested  in  the  party  intended  to  be  benefited; 
and,  as  such  an  interest  may  never  vest,  the 
devise  tends  to  create  a  perpetuity  in  the 
trustees,  and  vest  in  them  property  which 
is,  and  for  all  time  to  come  may  remain, 
inalienable." 

So,  a  legacy  directed  to  be  paid  to  a 
charitable  society  whenever  within  five 
years  an  additional  sum  should  be  raised  for 
its  purposes  was  held  in  Rose  v.  Rose,  4 
Abb.  App.  Dec.  108,  to  be  under  the  ban  of 
the  statute  against  perpetuities. 

And  a  bequest  to  a  church  on  the  condition 
that  it  should  raise  a  sufficient  sum  in  addi- 
tion, to  pay  off  certain  debts,  in  two  years, 
was  held  void  in  Booth  v.  Baptist  Church, 
126  N.  Y.  215,  28  N.  E.  238.  The  court 
said:  "The  gift  to  the  church,  therefore, 
was  upon  a  condition  precedent,  did  not 
vest  at  the  date  of  the  testator's  death,  but 
tlie  ownersliip  was  left  in  abeyance,  await- 
ing the  result  of  a  contingency,  and  effect- 
ed a  suspension  not  measured  by  lives.  We 
must,  therefore,  declare  it  invalid."  The 
court  also  said:  "The  will  did  postpone  the 
vesting  for  some  indefinite  period  of  time, 
and  that  is  the  exact  difficulty  which  we  en- 
counter. During  that  period  the  ownership 
of  the  fund  bequeathed  is  in  abeyance." 

A  gift  by  will  to  an  institution  which  tes- 
tator directs  to  be  established,  and  a  special 
charter'Obtained  therefor  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  before  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from 
his  death,  is  void  as  involving  an  ill^al 
suspension  of  ownership,  because  the  delay 
is  contingent  upon  the  uncertain  action  of 
the  state,  which  might  not  take  place  at  all, 
or  might  leave  a  period  of  ten  years,  during 
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Moore  ▼.  Moore,  47  Barb.  260;  Rose  ▼. 
Rose,  4  Abb.  App.  Dec.  108 ;  State  v.  Holmes, 
116  Mich.  456,  73  N.  W.  648;  Gray,  Rule 
against  Perpetuities,  483;  2  Wasbb.  Real 
Prop.  4tb  ed.  p.  703;  4  Kent,  Com.  13th  ed. 
p.  208;  Schettler  y.  Smith,  41  N.  Y.  328; 
Hawley  v.  James,  16  Wend.  62;  Bascom 
T.  Albertson,  34  N.  Y.  684;  Simpson  v. 
Cook,  supra;  Yates  v.  Yates,  0  Barb.  324; 
Gott  V.  Cook,  7  Paige,  521;  Boynton  v. 
Hoyt,  1  Denio,  53;  Hone  v.  Van  Schaick, 
20  Wend.  564. 

The  synod  had  no  title  to  convey  until 
the  conditions  were  accepted. 

13  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  688; 
Jocelyn  v.  Nott,  44  Conn.  65;  Re  Williams, 
1  Misc.  440,  23  N.  Y.  Supp.  150;  Crew  v. 
Pratt,  110  Gal.  130,  51  Pac.  38. 

The  property  was  left  in  trust,  as  the 
legatees  were  vested  with  no  discretion  as  to 
the  use. 

Shanahan  v.  Kelly,  88  Minn.  202,  02  N. 
W.  048;  Watkins  v.  Bigelow,  93  Minn.  210, 
100  N.  W.   1104. 

All  parties  by  uniting  in  a  conveyance 
could  not  convey  a  perfect  title  in  possea- 
sion. 

Johnson  v.  Preston,  226  111.  447,  10  L.R.A. 
(KJ3.)    564,  80  N.  E.  1001;   First  Soc.  t. 


Clark,  41  Mich.  730,  3  N.  W.  207 ;  Hopkins 
V.  Crossley,  132  Mich.  612,  06  N.  W.  499. 

A  possibility  or  contingency  is  not  an 
estate. 

Richards  v.  Bellington  Bay  Land  Co.  4 
C.  C.  A.  290,  7  U.  S.  App.  494,  54  Fed.  209. 

The  probate  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to 
determine  whether  there  has  been  such  ac- 
ceptance of  the  conveyance  by  the  synod  as 
the  will  contemplates,  as  the  decree  must 
be  made  and  based  upon  the  facts  existing 
a.b  testator's  death. 

Farnham  v.  Thompson,  34  Minn.  336,  67 
Am.  Rep.  59,  26  N.  W.  9;  Baker  v.  Wyman, 
47  Minn.  177,  40  N.  W.  640. 

Messrs.  liind,  Veland,  A  Jerome,  for 
respondent: 

The  property  is  given  to  the  synod  for 
one  of  its  purposes,  or,  in  other  words,  for 
its  own  use,  and  no  trust  is  created  within 
the  meaning  of  statutes  relating  to  uses 
and  trusts. 

Atwater  v.  Russell,  40  Minn.  82,  51  N. 
W.  629,  52  N.  W.  26;  Lane  v.  Eaton,  69 
Minn.  141,  38  L.R.A.  669,  65  Am.  St.  Rep. 
559,  71  K.  W.  1031;  Kahle  v.  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Joint  Synod,  81  Minn.  7,  83  N. 
W.  460;  Cone  v.  Wold,  85  Minn.  302,  88 
N.  W.  977;   Shanahan  v.  Kelly,  88  Minn. 


which  the  power  of  alienation  would  be  sus- 
pended. Cruikshank  v.  Home  for  the  Friend- 
less, 13  N.  Y.  337,  4  L.R.A.  140,  21  N.  E.  64. 

A  few  cases,  however,  juld  that  a  bequest 
or  devise  of  this  character  is  not  void,  either 
under  the  rule  against  perpetuities  or  that 
against  the  suspension  of  the  power  of 
alienation. 

Thus,  a  provision  in  a  will  that  the  execu- 
tor should,  after  the  payment  of  certain  leg- 
acies, give  the  residue  to  a  city  for  the 
erection  of  a  public  library  building,  if 
the  latter  should  agree  to  accept  the  same 
and  make  provisions  for  the  proper  main- 
tenance thereof,  and  if  not,  that  the  exec- 
utor should  pay  the  residue  to  certain 
designated  legatees,  was  held  in  Fitz  Ger- 
ald V.  Big  Rapids,  123  Mich.  281,  82 
X.  W.  56,  not  to  illegally  restrain  the 
power  of  alienation.  And  the  court  said: 
''It  has  been  frequently  held  that,  if 
there  are  in  existence  persons  who,  by 
joining  in  a  conveyance  or  by  successive 
releases,  are  able  to  pass  the  whole  estate, 
the  requirements  of  the  statute  are  met.  Un- 
der the  terms  of  the  clause  quoted,  all  that 
stands  in  the  way  of  a  conveyance  by  the 
executor  is  the  contingency  that  the  city  of 
Big  Rapids  might  elect  to  take  under  the 
will;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  city 
should  decline  to  take,  or  should  grant  its 
right  to  take,  can  there  be  any  doubt  that' 
a  conveyance  by  the  executor  would  pass 
a  complete  title,  or  that  these  two  acts  (t. 
».  the  conveyance  by  the  trustee  and  the  re- 
base  by  the  city)  might  take  place  at  any 
time?  ...  In  the  present  case  the  city 
might  at  once  release  its  right  under  the 
will,  or  it  might  decline  to  take,  and  in 
«6  LJt-A.(N.S.) 


either  case  a  complete  conveyance  could  b« 
made  by  the  trustee."  This  case  seems  in 
conflict  with  the  Holmes  Case,  supra,  and 
certainly  it  is  in  conflict  with  those  cases 
which  hold  that  the  estate  must  vest  within 
the  period,  and  it  is  not  enough  that  it  may 
vest. 

So,  where  a  testator  bequeathed  and  de- 
vised certain  property  to  a  religious  organ- 
ization, and  expressly  re(juired,  "as  a  con- 
dition of  the  vesting  of  this  legacy,"  that  the 
organization  should  execute  releases  of  cer- 
tain debts  owing  to  it,  it  was  held  in  Re 
Sticknev  (Congregational Church  Bldg.  Soc. 
V.  Everi'tt)  85  Md.  79,  35  L.R.A.  693,  36  Atl. 
654,  that  the  condition  required  by  the  will 
did  not  necessarily  precede  the  vesting  of 
the  estate  given,  but  was  to  be  deemed  a 
condition  subsequent,  and  did  not  violate 
the  rule  against  perpetuities. 

A  devise  of  a  life  estate  in  a  certain 
house,  a  fixed  time  being  given  to  the  de- 
visee within  which  to  elect  whether  he  would 
occupy  the  premises  or  not,  was  held  in  Re 
Trotter,  104  App.  Div.  188,  93  N.  Y.  Supp. 
404,  affirmed  in  182  N.  Y.  465,  75  N.  E.  305, 
not  to  be  an  illegal  suspension  of  the  power 
of  alienation,  since  it  must  necessarily  be 
exercised  within  the  devisee's  lifetime.  This 
case,  however,  is  distinguishable  from  the 
foregoing  case  in  that  the  beneficiary  is  a 
natural  person,  and  therefore  the  period 
within  which  he  might  elect  to  accept  the  be- 
quest is  necessarily  leas  than  that  of  his 
life,  while  in  the  other  cases  the  beneficiary 
was  that  of  some  permanent  institution. 
But  in  Moore  t.  Moore,  supra,  the  fact  that 
the  beneficiary  was  a  natural  person  did 
not  apparently  affect  the  decision. 
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202,  92  N.  W.  948;  Owatonna  v.  Rose- 
brock,  88  Minn.  318,  92  N.  W.  1122;  Wat- 
kina  v.  Bigelow,  93  Minn.  210,  100  N.  W. 
1104;  Doan  v.  Ascension  Parish,  103  Md. 
002,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1119,  116  Am.  St.  Rep. 
370,  64  Atl.  314;  Williams  v.  Williams,  8 
N.  Y.  626;  Wetmore  v.  Parker,  52  N.  Y. 
450;  Bird  v.  Merklee,  144  N.  Y.  544,  27 
L.R.A.  423,  39  N.  E.  645;  Re  Daniels,  41 
Misc.  2U9,  84  N.  Y.  Supp.  684;  Re  Williams, 
1  Misc.  440,  23  N.  Y.  Supp.  160;  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Soc.  v.  Mitchell,  93  Md. 

203,  53  L.R.A.  711,  48  Atl.  737;  Erhardt 
V.  Baltimore  Monthly- Meeting,  93  Md.  669, 
49  Atl.  601 ;  Bennett  t.  Baltimore  Humane 
Impartial  Soc.  91  Md.  10,  45  Atl.  888; 
Green  v.  McCord,  30  Ind.  App.  470,  66  N. 
E.  494;  Congregational  Unitarian  Soc.  v. 
Hale,  29  App.  Div.  390,  61  N.  Y.  Supp. 
704;  Danforth  v.  Oshkosh,  119  Wis.  202, 
97  N.  W.  258. 

The  test  is  not  whether  the  power  may  be 
exercised,  but  whether  it  can  be  exercised 
within  the  prescribed  period. 

Atwater  v.  Russell,  49  Minn.  52,  51  K. 
W.  024;  Atwater  v.  Russell,  49  Minn.  78, 
51  N.  W.  029,  52  N.  W.  26. 

A  trust,  or  trust  term,  destructible  at 
the  will  of  some  person  in  being,  does  not 
suspend  the  power  of  alienation. 

Cooper's  Estate,  150  Pa.  576,  30  Am.  St. 
Rep.  829,  24  Atl.  1057 ;  Pulitzer  v.  Living- 
ston, 89  Me.  359,  36  Atl.  635;  Stoiber  v. 
Stoi'uer,  40  App.  Div.  156,  57  N.  Y.  Supp. 
916;  Chaplin,  Suspension  of  Power  of 
Alienation,  §  64;  Gray,  Rule  against  Per- 
pi'tuities,  §§  478,  672;  Holmes  v.  Walter, 
118  Wis.  409,  02  L.R.A.  986,  95  N.  W.  380. 

In  ascertaining  how  long  the  vesting  is 
postponed,  no  time  at  all  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  estate  should  be 
counted,  for  the  rule  against  perpetuities 
is  a  practical  rule,  aimed  at  the  creation  of 
future  estates,  and  not  at  delays  incident 
to  preliminary  acts. 

Gray,  Rule  against  Perpetuities,  §§  203 
230;  Watkins  v.  Bigelow,  93  Minn.  210, 
100  N.  W.  1104;  People  v.  Simonson,  126 
N.  Y.  299,  27  N.  E.  380;  Russell  v.  Allen, 
307  U.  S.  163,  27  L.  ed.  397,  2  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  327 ;  Kahle  v.  Evangelical  Lutheran 
.foint  Synod  and  Lane  v.  Eaton,  supra; 
Bramlenbcrg  v.  Ihorndike,  139  Mass.  102, 
28  N.  E.  575;  Bclfleld  v.  Booth,  63  Conn. 
299,  k;7  Atl.  585. 

Start,  Ch.  J.,- delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
eourt: 

Severt  K.  Rong  for  thirty  years  next 
before  his  death  was  a  resident  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Goodhue,  this  state,  and  owned  and 
farmed  land  therein.  He  never  married. 
On  October  22,  1904,  he  made  his  last  will, 
26  L.RJV.(N.S.) 


the  here  material  provisions  of  which  are 
in  the  words  following: 

"I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath  all  of  my 
estate,  both  real  and  personal,  to  Prof.  M. 
G.  Hanson,  to  be  'held  by  him  nevertheless 
in  trust  and  for  the  purpose  following,  viz.: 
Such  trustee  shall  convey,  deliver,  and 
transfer  the  same  and  all  increase,  issue, 
and  profit  derived  from  said  property  and 
estate,  less  a  reasonable  compensation  for 
his  expenses  and  work  performed  in  carry- 
ing out  this  trust,  to  the  Hauges  Norwegian 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  America  (a 
corporation),  provided  that  it  shall,  within 
five  years  after  the  settlement  of  my  estate, 
accept  such  conveyance  and  transfer  by  a 
resolution  duly  adopted  by  it;  and  in  that 
event  the  synod  shall  have  and  hold  the 
property  and  estate  forever,  and  in  trust 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and  maintaining 
thereon  an  orphans'  home  under  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  the  synod  may  from  time 
to  time  prescribe.  But  in  the  event  the 
synod  shall  fail  to  accept  such  gift  within 
the  time  limited,  then  my  trustee.  Prof.  M. 
G.  Hanson,  shall  use  and  hold  such  prop- 
erty and  estate  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
and  maintaining,  and  shall  erect  and  main- 
tain, upon  said  premises  and  real  estate 
an  orphans'  home,  as  aforesaid.  In  the 
event  of  his  failure  or  neglect  so  to  erect 
and  maintain  such  orphans'  home  within 
five  years  next  succeeding  the  said  five 
years  allowed  for  the  synod  to  accept  such 
gift,  or  in  the  event  of  his  death,  the  dis- 
trict court  of  Goodhue  county,  Minnesota, 
shall,  upon  the  application  of  any  resident 
voter  therein,  select  and  appoint  some  suit- 
able person  as  trustee  therefor,  and  such 
trustee  and  his  successors  shall  take  pos- 
session of  such  property  and  use  it  for  the 
same  purpose  as  hereinbefore  prescribed. 
In'  the  event  that  Prof.  Hanson  as  such 
trustee,  or  any  person  appointed  by  the 
district  court,  takes  possession  of  my  estate 
and  property  for  such  uses  and  purposes, 
such  orphans'  home  shall  be  maintained  and 
conducted  under  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  the  trustee  shall  prescribe.  I  make  and 
appoint  Axel  Haller  to  be  executor  of  this, 
my  will." 

The  testator  died  March  4,  1905,  leaving 
no  widow,  issue,  father,  mother,  brother,  or 
sister.  His  heirs  at  law  are  uncles  and 
aunts,  of  whom  Soffi  Rong,  the  appellant 
herein,  is  one.  The  Hauges  Norwegian 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  America, 
named  in  the  will,  and  herein  referred  to 
as  the  synod,  is  a  religious  corporation  or- 
ganized under  the  laws  of  this  state  (Gen. 
Laws  1885,  chap.  151,  p.  194),  which  au- 
thorizes such  corporation  to  take  by  devise 
or  bequest  real  and  personal  property,  and 
hold  the  same  for  religious,  charitable,  or 
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educational  purposes.  The  synod  adopted, 
on  June  7,  1906,  a  resolution  purporting  to 
be  an  acceptance  of  tlie  provisions  of  the 
will  as  to  it.  The  probate  court  of  the 
county  of  Goodhue  duly  admitted  the  will 
to  probate,  and  appointed  the  respondent 
herein,  Axel  Haller,  as  executor,  who  ac- 
cepted the  appointment,  and  duly  qualified. 
The  residue  of  the  estate,  after  the  payment 
of  debts  and  expenses  of  administration, 
was  258  acres  of  land  in  the  county  of 
Goodhue,  of  the  value  of  $15,480,  and  per- 
sonal property  of  the  value  of  $10,821.23, 
and,  on  October  2,  1007,  the  prcibo^e  court 
made  its  final  decree  of  distribution  of 
such  residue,  which  was,  so  far  as  here  ma- 
terial, to  the  elTect  following:  "It  is  ad- 
judged that  such  residue  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  assigned  to  and  vested  in  the 
synod,  sole  devisee  and  legatee  of  the  testa- 
tor, to  have  anU  hold  the  same  forever,  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  and  maintaining  an 
orphans'  home,  as  provided  by  the  will,  sub- 
ject to  the  execution  of  the  trust  created 
and  reposed  in  Prof.  M.  G.  Hnnson  by  the 
will,  who  is  hereby  authorised  to  carry  out 
such  trust,  and  the  executor  is  hereby  or- 
dered to  deliver  the  residue  of  the  estate  to 
him  as  such  trustee.  The  appellant  ap- 
pealed from  this  decree  to  the  district  court 
of  the  county  of  Goodhue,  which  aflirincd 
the  decree.  The  appeal  to  this  court  is 
from  an  order  of  the  district  court  denying 
the  appellant's  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

The  contention  of  the  appellant,  reduced 
to  its  lowest  terms,  is  that  the  will  is  void, 
because  it  attempted  to  create  a  trust  which 
is  invalid,  and  also  attempted  illegally  to 
suspend  the  power  of  alienation.  It  will  be 
helpful,  before  construing  this  will,  to  state 
the  law  applicable  to  the  construction  of 
wills,  the  creation  of  trusts,  and  the  sus- 
pension of  the  power  of  alienation  of  land. 

In  construing  a  will,  the  intention  of  the 
testator  expressed  therein  must  prevail,  if 
it  be  consistent  with  law.  If  the  language 
of  the  will  be  reasonably  susceptible  of  two 
constructions,  one  of  which  would  invalidate 
the  will,  and  the  other  sustain  it,  the  lat- 
ter construction  must  be  adopted.  Simp- 
son V.  Cook,  24  Minn.  180;  Re  Swenson, 
65  Minn.  300,  66  N.  W.  1115;  Yates  v. 
Shem,  84  Minn.  1C1,  86  N.  W.  1004. 

An  action  or  proceeding  involving  the  va- 
lidity of  a  will  must  be  determined  from  the 
Bnme  view  point  as  if  it  had  been  brought  at 
the  thne  of  the  death  of  the  testator;  for 
its  validity  depends,  not  on  what  has  hap- 
pened since  the  testator's  death,  but  on  what 
might  have  happened.  Re  Wilcox,  104  N. 
V.  288,  87  N.  E.  407;  Gray,  Rule  against 
IVrpctuitics,  §  231. 

There  can  be  no  valid  suspension  of  the 
power  of  alienation  of  land,  except  where 


the  period  during  which  it  may  continue  is 
defined  with  reference  to  the  continuance  of 
not  more  than  two  specified  lives  in  being 
at  the  time  the  suspension  commences,  or, 
in  other  words,  a  devise  of  land  which  sus- 
pends the  absolute  power  of  alienation  for 
a  fixed  period,  however  short,  without  refer- 
ence to  lives  in  being,  is  void;  for  no  sus- 
pension of  the  power  of  alienation  is  valid, 
unless  it  must  in  every  contingency  termi- 
nate within  the  period  of. two  lives.  Gen. 
Stnt.  1804,  §  437G;  Rev.  Laws  1905,  §  3204; 
Simpson  v.  Cook,  supra;  Greenwood  v.  Mur- 
ray, 26  Minn.  250,  2  N.  VV.  945;  Herzog  v. 
Title  Guarantee  A  T.  Co.  177  N.  Y.  80-99, 
67  L.R.A.  140,  69  N.  £.  283.  In  the  second 
case  cited  land  was  devised  in  trust  to  sell 
the  same  five  years  after  the  death  of  the 
testatrix,  and  pay  the  proceeds  to  the  per- 
sons named  in  the  will.  The  devise  was 
held  void,  because  it  illegally  attempted  to 
suspend  the  power  of  alienation. 

Where  a  legal  and  an  illegal  trust  are 
created  by  will,  and  so  connected  as  to 
constitute  one  general  scheme,  so  that  the 
scheme  must  fail  if  the  one  be  retained  and 
the  other  rejected,  the  legal  trust  must  fall 
with  the  illegal  one.  28  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  p.  800;  Tilden  v.  Green,  130  N.  Y. 
20,  14  L.R.A.  33,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  487,  28 
N.  E.  880;  Johnston's  Estate,  185  Fa.  18.>, 
04  Am.  St.  Rep.  021,  39  A.tl.  879.  The  ob- 
vious reason  for  the  rule  is  that  the  reten- 
tion of  the  legal  trust  in  such  a  case  would 
lead  to  a  result  contrary  to  the  purpose  of 
the  will.  It  follows  that  where  a  trust  is 
single,  and  its  subject-matter  consists  of 
personal  property  and  also  of  real  estate 
which  is  essential  to  the  execution  of  the 
purpose  of  the  testator,  if  the  trust  as  to 
the  real  estate  is  void,  it  must  fail  as  to  the 
personal  property. 

If  the  will  be  read  in  connection  with  the- 
rules  of  law  we  have  stated,  its  meaning  and 
legal  effect  arc  quite  clear.  It  is  manifest 
from  the  language  of  the  will  that  the  pur- 
pose or  scheme  of  the  testator  was  to  se- 
cure tne  erection  and  maintenance  of  an 
orphans'  home  upon  such  part  of  his  real 
estate  as  might  be  necessary  for  a  site  for 
the  buildings  of  the  home,  to  be  selected 
by  the  party  to  whom  the  trustee  named  in 
the  will  might  eventually  transfer  the  resi- 
due of  the  estate.  This  is  the  only  permissi- 
ble construction  of  the  language  of  the  will, 
which  is  to  the  effect  that,  in  the  event  tlint 
the  testator's  property  shall  vest  in  the 
synod,  it  shall  hold  the  same  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  and  maintaining  thereon  an  or- 
phans' home.  It  is  obvious  that  the  word 
"thereon,"  as  used  in  the  will,  does  not  refer 
to  the  personal  property  of  the  testator,  but 
only  to  his  real  estate;  for  the  buildings 
could  not  be  erected  on  personal  property. 
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If  there  could  be  any  fair  doubt  as  to  the 
correctness  of  this  construction  of  the  word 
"thereon,"  it  is  conclusively  set  at  rest  in 
the  next  clause  of  the  will,  which  provides 
that,  in  the  event  the  synod  fails  to  accept 
the  proffered  gift,  the  trustee  shall  hold  the 
property  for  the  purpose  of  erecting,  and 
shall  erect,  upon  the  real  estate  an  orphans' 
home.  It  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  will 
that  the  scheme  of  the  testator,  a  childless 
old  man,  was  not  to  make  a  gift  of  his  prop- 
erty to  the  synod,  but  to  secure  the  erection 
and  maintenance  of  a  home  for  orphans  on 
his  land.  It  may  be  fairly  inferred  from 
the  will  that  he  was  uncertain  whether  the 
synod  would  be  willing  to  assume  the  obli- 
gation of  erecting  and  forever  maintaining 
such  a  home  upon  his  land  in  consideration 
of  the  transfer  to  it  of  the  residue  of  his 
property;  for  otherwise  he  would  hnve 
given  the  residue  directly  to  the  synod  for 
such  purposes,  as  he  might  lawfully  have 
done.  Therefore  he  gave  such  residue  to 
Prof.  Hanson,  in  trust  to  be  held  by  him, 
and  thereafter  conveyed  and  transferred  to 
the  synod,  if  within  five  years  it  should 
elect  by  resolution  to  accept  such  convey- 
ance and  transfer,  burdened  with  the  obli- 
gation of  erecting  and  maintaining  the  pro- 
poseft  home.  He  also  provided  that,  if  the 
synod  during  the  time  limited  failed  so  to 
accept  the  residue,  his  trustee,  Prof.  Han- 
son, should,  if  he  should  so  elect,  hold  and 
use  the  residue  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing and  maintaining  upon  the  real  estate 
an  orphans'  home;  but,  in  the  event  of  his 
failure  or  neglect  so  to  erect  and  maintain 
such  home  within  the  five  years  next  suc- 
ceeding the  five  years  allowed  for  the  synod 
to  accept  the  proffered  gift,  or  in  the  event 
of  his  death,  the  district  court,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  a  resident  voter,  was  authorized 
to  appoint  a  trustee  to  hold  and  use  the 
residue  for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of 
such  orphans'  home.  The  time  within  which 
such  resident  voter  must  make  the  applica- 
tion to  the  court  for  the  appointment  of  a 
trustee,  and  within  which  such  trustee  must 
accept  the  residue  and  erect  the  home,  is 
left  uncertain  and  unlimited. 

It  is  urged  by  respondent  that  the  synod 
had  legal  capacity  to  receive  the  property 
for  an  orphans'  home  by  virtue  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  statute  under  which  it  was 
incorporated.  This  may  be  conceded,  if  the 
devise  had  been  made  to  it,  so  as  to  vest 
upon  the  death  of  the  testator,  without  any 
attempt  illegally  to  suspend  the  power  of 
alienation.  Watkins  r.  Bigelow,  93  Minn. 
210,  100  N.  W.  1104.  The  will  cannot  be 
so  construed  without  making  a  new  will 
for  the  testator.  The  will,  as  we  construe 
it,  attempted  to  vest  the  Ipgal  title  to  the 
residue  of  the  testator's  estate  in  Prof.  Han- 
2a  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


son,  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  time  and  for 
the  purpose  we  have  indicated. 

Chapter  80,  p.  87,  Laws  1897,  which  wis 
in  force  at  the  time  of  the  testator's  death, 
authorized  the  creation  of  express  trusts  as 
follows:  "Seventh.  For  the  beneficial  inter- 
est of  any  person  or  persons  when  such 
trust  is  fully  expressed  and  clearly  defined 
upon  the  face  of  the  instrument  creating  it, 
provided  such  trust  shall  not  endure  for  a 
period  longer  than  the  life  or  lives  of 
specified  persons  in  being  at  the  time  of  its 
creation,  and  for  twenty-one  years  after 
the  death  of  the  survivor  of  such  persons: 
Provided,  further,  that  any  and  all  trusts 
which  do  not  permit  the  free  alienation  of 
the  legal  estate  by  the  trustee,  so  that  when 
so  alienated  it  shall  be  discharged  from  sU 
trusts,  shall  be  deemed  and  construed  as 
heretofore,  and  shall  not  be  authorized  by 
the  provisions  of  this  subdivision."  The  ef- 
fect of  the  proviso  is  to  leave  the  then 
existing  law  with  reference  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  power  of  alienation  of  land  in 
force.  If,  then,  the  will  suspends  the  power 
of  alienation  of  the  testator's  estate,  it  is 
void,  at  least  as  to  his  real  estate;  for  the 
period  of  such  suspension  is  not  limited  to 
two  specified  lives  in  being. 

The  statute  (Rev.  Laws  1905,  §  3203) 
provides  that  "such  power  of  alienation  is 
suspended  when  there  are  no  persons  in  be- 
ing by  whom  an  absolute  fee  in  possession 
can  be  conveyed."  The  concrete  question  is, 
then,  whether,  upon  the  death  of  the  testa- 
tor, there  were  persons  in  being  who  could 
have  conveyed  an  absolute  fee  in  possession 
to  the  land.  It  is  clear  from  the  provisions 
of  the  will  that  there  was  not  then  in  being 
any  person  who  could  so  convey  the  testa- 
tor's land.  No  interest  vested  in  the  synod 
upon  the  death  of  the  testator,  for  the  land 
was  not  to  be  conveyed  to  it  unless  it  first 
accepted  the  proffered  gift  with  the  obliga- 
tion to  erect  and  maintain  the  home.  The 
acceptance  of  the  gift  cannot  be  presumed, 
for  the  reason  that  its  acceptance  involves 
the  assumption  of  weighty  obligations. 
Again,  the  will  expressly  provides  the  time 
and  manner  of  acceptance  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  conveyance  and  transfer 
of  the  residue  of  the  estate  by  the  trustee  to 
the  synod.  The  will  purports  to  give  the 
residue  of  the  testator's  estate  to  his  trus- 
tee, to  hold  In  trust,  in  order  to  secure  the 
execution  of  the  testator's  purpose  and 
scheme  by  conveying  it  to  the  synod  if  it 
complies  with  the  condition  within  the  time 
limited;  if  it  does  not,  then  the  trustee 
may  hold  and  use  the  property  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  and  maintaining  the  home, 
provided  he  elects  so  to  do  within  the  time 
limited ;  but,  if  he  does  not,  then  the  trustee 
to  be  appointed  by  the  gourt  shall  take  poi- 
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seasion  of  the  property  and  ose  it  for  sucli 
purpose. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  will,  at 
least  so  far  as  it  purports  to  devise  the  land 
to  the  trustee  named  therein,  is  void,  be- 
cause it  illegally  attempts  to  suspend  the 
power  of  alienation  of  the  legal  estate,  for 
the  period  of  the  suspension  is  not  to  be 
determined  with  reference  to  lives  in  being, 
but  by  years.  The  trust  as  to  the  real  es- 
tate being  invalid  for  the  reasons  stated,  it 
cannot  be  sustained  as  a  power  in  trust 
under  §  3252,  Rev.  Laws  190S,  for  the  stat- 
ute forbidding  the  suspension  of  the  power 
of  alienation,  except  as  therein  provided, 
can  no  more  be  avoided  by  a  power  than  by 
a  trust.    Garvey  v.  McDevitt,  72  N.  Y.  556. 

The  appellant  further  contends  that  the 
trust  is  also  void  as  to  the  personal  prop- 
erty, although  the  statute  forbidding  the 
suspension  of  the  power  of  alienation  Ap- 
plies only  to  real  estate,  for  the  reason 
that  the  trust  term  is  not  limited  as  re- 
quired by  law.  The  statute  (chap.  80,  Laws 
1807)  limits  the  duration  of  such  trusts  to 
a  period  measured  by  the  life  or  lives  of 
specified  persons  in  being  at  the  time  of  its 
creation  and  twenty-one  years  after  the 
death  of  the  survivor  of  such  persons.  No 
lives  having  been  specified  in  this  will,  the 
duration  of  the  trust  could  not  exceed 
twenty-one  years.  We  assume,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  argument  only,  that  this  limita- 
tion would  not  commence  to  run  until  the 
residue  of  the  property  was  ascertained  by 
a  settlement  of  the  estate.  Notwithstanding 
this  concession,  it  would  seem  that  the  trust 
is  not  one  which  can,  without  any  contin- 
gency, be  fully  executed  within  twenty-one 
years,  and  that  it  is  void.  The  synod  is, 
by  the  will,  given  five  years  in  which  to 
accept  the  proposed  gift  with  its  burden; 
the  trustee  is  allowed  five  years  after  the 
expiration  of  the  first  limitation  of  five 
years,  in  which  to  elect  whether  he  will  re- 
tain and  use  the  property  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  testator's  scheme;  and,  if 
he  fails  so  to  retain  and  use  the  property, 
a  resident  voter,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
second  limitation,  may  apply  within  an  un- 
certain and  unlimited  time  to  the  court  for 
the  Appointment  of  a  suitable  trustee  will- 
ing to  accept  and  execute  the  trust.  The 
time  it  would  take  the  court  to  find  such  a 
trustee,  if  at  all,  is  also  uncertain.  In  any 
event,  we  are  clearly  of  the  opinion,  and  so 
hold,  that  the  trust  as  to  the  personal 
property,  whether  legal  or  not,  must  fall 
with  tlie  void  trust  as  to  the  real  estate, 
which  was  absolutely  essential  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  declared  purpose  and  scheme 
of  the  testator  to  secure  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  the  orphans'  home  on  his 
farm.  The  trust  as  to  the  real  estate 
26  LJLA.(N.S.) 


being  void,  its  execution  as  to  the  personal 
property  is  impossible.  It  follows  that  the 
will  in  question  is  void,  and  that  the  resi- 
due of  testator's  estate  must  be  assigned  to 
his  heirs  at  law. 

We  regret  that  the  beneficent  and  cher- 
ished purpose  of  the  testator  to  devote  his 
property  to  the  care  of  orphan  children  can- 
not be  realized;  but  the  law  limiting  the 
suspension  of  the  power  of  alienation  of 
land  is  a  wise  one,  and  must  be  enforced. 

The  order  appealed  from  is  reversed,  and 
cause  remanded  to  the  District  Court  for 
further  proceedings  in  accordance  with  this 
opinion. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 


PENNSYLVANIA   SUPBEMi:   COURT. 

HARRY  M.  WIRSING 
v. 
PENNSYLVANIA     HOTEL     &     SANITA- 
RIUM COMPANY. 


SOUTH  SIDE  TRUST  COMPANY,  Trustee, 
etc.,  of  Pulaski  Springs  Hotel  Company, 
Bankrupt,  Successor  in  Title,  Appt. 

(226  Pa.  234,  76  Atl.  259.) 

Mechanics'  Ucn  —  disconnected  lot. 

A  mechanics'  lien  on  a  hotel  and  sanitari- 
um will  extend  to  a  lot  separated  from  that 
containing  the  building  by  other  property, 
but  containing  a  mineral  spring  which  is 
intended  as  part  of  the  sanitarium  proper- 
ty, where  the  statute  permits  the  lien  to 
attach  to  such  curtilage  as  is  reasonably 
needed  for  the  general  purpose  for  which  the 
structure  is  erected,  belonging  to  the  same 
owner. 

(January   3,   1910.) 

A'ote.  —  Extent   of   land   to   which  me- 
chanics' lien  icill  attach. 

It  is  proposed  to  consider  in  this  note 
only  the  coses  determining  the  question  as 
to  how  great  an  area  of  land  is  subject  to 
a  merhanics'  lien  for  the  construction  of 
buildings  or  other  improvements  thereon. 
Cases  turning  on  the  question  of  the  nature 
of  the  interest  in  land  that  is  subject  to 
such  a  lien  are,  of  course,  not  in  point.  Nor 
is  it  intended  to  cover  cases  dealing  with 
the  enforcement  of  liens  for  buildings  erect- 
ed for  the  same  person,  and  under  the  same 
or  separate  contracts,  upon  separate  or  con- 
tiguous lots,  or  upon  an  undivided  tract. 
Those  cases  determine  whether  the  liens  may 
be  enforced  as  an  entirety,  or  must  be  as- 
serted severally.  Obviously  this  question  in- 
volves considerations  which  have  no  bearing 
on  the  question  indicated  by  the  foregoing 
title.  So,  too,  the  cases  involving  liens  up- 
on railroads,  canals,  ditches,  and  drains  de- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


832 


PENNSYLVANIA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Jxn^ 


APPEAL  by  the  South  Side  Trust  Com- 
pany, trustee  in  bankruptcy  of  the  Pu- 
laski Springs  Hotel  C<HnpaJiy,  successor  in 
title,  as  to  certain  property,  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hotel  &  Sanitarium  Company,  from 
an  order  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Lawrence  County  dismissing  a  petition  to 
limit  and  define  the  curtila^  bound  by  a 
certain  mechanics'  lien.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  W.  D.  Wallace,  William  McEl- 
wco,  Jr.,  and  Williams  &  Edwards,  for 
.i]>pcllant: 

Separate  properties,  distinct  from  each 
other  and  separated  by  a  railroad,  cannot 
1m>  charged  with  a  lien  for  work  done  upon 
one  of  said  properties,  upon  the  theory  or 
allegation  that  they  constitute  a  single 
plant. 


Worthington  v.  Cambridge  Springs  Co.  24 
Pa.  Co.  Ct.  281. 

Mr.  Robert  K.  Aiken  for  appellee. 

Brown,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

On  June  12,  1906,  Harrj'  M.  Wirsing,  the 
appellee,  filed  a  mechanics'  lien  against  a 
building  and  two  lots  of  ground,  naming  the 
Pennsylvania  Hotel  &  Sanitarium  Company 
as  owner  or  reputed  owner.  He  obtained  a 
judgment  on  this  lien  on  June  3,  1908.  and 
on  March  3,  1909,  the  South  Side  Tru^t 
Company,  trustee  in  bankruptcy  of  the  Pu- 
laski Springs  Hotel  Company,  successor  in 
title  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hotel  &  Sanita- 
rium Company,  presented  a  petition  to  tlie 
court  below,  praying  for  an  order  limiting 
and  defining  the  curtilage  bound  by  the  ap- 


pend upon  distinctive  considerations,  and 
they  are  therefore  excluded.  Cases  in  which 
the  lienor's  rights  have  been  confined  to  the 
land  described  in  his  petition  or  notice  of 
lien  are  also  excluded  for  obvious  reasons. 

While  it  is  true  that  mechanics'  liens  are 
of  purely  legislative  creation,  and  that  or- 
dinarily the  extent  of  the  land  to  which  they 
attach  depends  upon  the  language  of  the 
statutes,  some  cases  have  been  decided  in 
which  no  reference  to  the  statute  is  made. 
Such  cases  will  be  first  considered. 

So  much  land,  and  only  so  much,  will  be 
included  in  and  subjected  to  the  lien  as  will 
be  held  proper  and  necessary  to  the  use  and 
enjoyment  of  the  building.  White  v.  Stan- 
ton, 111   Tnd.  540,  13  N.  E.  48. 

Somewhat  unique  is  the  decision  in  Roby 
V.  University  of  Vermont,  36  Vt.  S64,  hold- 
ing that  a  mechanics'  lien  rests  only  upon, 
the  building,  but  carries  with  it  such  right 
to  the  land  on  which  it  stands,  and  which 
is  appurtenant  to  it,  as  is  necessary  to  en- 
able the  lienors  to  hold,  appropriate,  and 
use  the  building  for  all  the  legitimate  pur- 
poses to  which  it  may  be  put. 

Ocnerally,  however,  a  mechanics'  lien  is 
cnforcKible  against  the  land  upon  which  the 
buildings  stand  and  also  the  land  about  the 
buildings,  used  with  them,  and  necessarily 
or  reasonably  convenient  to  their  use.  Bank 
of  Charleston  v.  Curtiss,  18  Conn.  342,  46 
Am.  Pec.  325. 

One  who,  under  contract  with  the  proprie- 
tor of  a  hotel,  installs  in  a  building  in  the 
roar  thereof,  but  on  the  hotel  property,  a 
plant  designed  to  furnish  electric  lights  to 
the  hotel,  has  a  lien  upon  so  much  of  the 
lots  upon  which  the  buildings  are  situated 
as  are  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
property.  Mountain  Electric  Co.  v.  Miles, 
9  N.  M.  612,  60  Pac.  284. 

And  a  mechanics'  lien  for  the  erection  of 
a  stack  at  a  pork  house  extends  to  such 
pork  house  and  a  distillery  connected  there- 
with, which  is  operated  by  steam  developed 
by  the  use  of  the  stack,  and  which  can  be 
used  as  a  distillery  only  in  connection  with 
the  pork  house,  although  the  latter  may  be 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


used  independently  of  the  distillery.     Bod- 
ley  V.  Deninead,  1  W.  Va.  249. 

Testimony  that  land  and  reduction  works 
situated  thereon  have  been  leased  together 
and  sold  together  tends  to  prove  that  they 
have  been  treated  as  a  unit  and  used  for  a 
common  purpose,  and  where  there  is  no  sug- 
gestion to  the  contrary  in  an  action  to  en- 
force a  mechanics'  lien  for  labor  and  ma- 
terials furnished  in  repairing  the  reduc 
tion  works,  it  may  be  inferred  that  such 
land  was  used  and  treated  as  reasonably 
convenient  for  the  use  of  the  reduction 
works.  Gould  v.  Wise,  18  Nev.  253,  3  Pac. 
30. 

Where  there  is  evidence  tending  to  sliow 
that  three  distinct  contiguous  lots  in  a  city 
block,  upon  one  of  which  a  house  has  been 
erected,  are  used  as  one,  the  mere  fact  that 
they  are  set  out  on  the  plat  as  distinct  does 
not  make  them  separate,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  filing  of  a  lien  against  the  whole  tract 
for  materials  furnished  in  erecting  the 
house.    Meinholz  v.  Grodt.  4  Mo.  App.  568. 

A  lien  for  the  construction  of  a  house 
upon  a  tract  of  80  acres  in  the  countrj'  at- 
taches to  the  whole  tract,  especially  wher» 
the  house  alone  is  of  comparatively  little 
value;  and  there  is  no  segregation  of  the 
house  from  such  tract  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  inclosed  by  a  fence  includ- 
ing about  3  acres.  Broyhi'll  v.  Gaither,  11!) 
N.  C.  443,  26  S.  E.  31.  The  court  added 
that  the  tract  should  be  sold  in  parts  so 
as  to  discharge  the  lien  without  exhausting 
the  tract,  if  possible. 

The  whole  farm  was  held  in  Lindsav  v. 
Gunning,  59  Conn.  290,  11  L.R..A.  55.V,  22 
Atl.  310,  to  be  "the  land  on  which"  the 
buildings  stand,  so  as  to  be  subject  to  a  me- 
chanics' lien  for  farm  buildings  such  as  a 
creamery,  silo  bam,  and  cow  stable  erected 
on  a  tract  of  350  acres  made  up  of  several 
farms  owned  originally  by  different  owners, 
where  it  was  the  intention  to  use  the  whole 
of  the  land  with  such  buildings. 

In  Lambert  v.  Williams,  2  Tex.  Civ.  App. 
413,  21  S.  W.  108,  involving  a  lien  for  paint- 
ing a  fence  on  certain  premises,  sought  to 
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pelleo's  mechanics'  lien  and  the  judgment 
thrreon.  The  two  lots  of  ground  against 
vhich  the  lien  was  filed  as  curtilage  to  the 
building  are  separated  by  a  railroad  and 
private  properties,  and  are  distant  from 
each  other  about  225  feet.  The  contention 
of  the  appellant  is  that  the  curtilage  should 
be  confined  to  land  embraced  in  the  lot  on 
which  tbe  building  was  to  be  erected.  Un- 
dtr  tbe  existing  conditions  the  court  below 
held  otherwise,  and  this  appeal  conies  from 
tbe  dismissal  of  the  petition. 

The  answer  to  the  petition,  to  which  no 
replication  was  filed,  avers  that,  at  the  time 
the  appellee  entered  into  the  contract  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Hotel  ft  Sanitarium  Com- 
pany on  which  his  claim  is  founded,  it  was 
the  owner  of  the  two  lots  described  in  the 
lien,  on  one  of  which  there  is  located   a 


spring  or  well  of  water;  that  on  this  lot 
there  were  buildings,  a  boiler,  etc.,  and  in 
connection  therewith  the  said  company  pro- 
posed to  erect  and  construct  a  large  sani- 
tarium or  hotel;  that  the  said  sanitarium 
or  hotel  was  to  be  used  in  connection  with 
the  said  spring  or  well  of  water;  that  it 
was  the  purpose  and  design  of  tbe  company 
to  heat  and  light  the  hotel  from  a  heating- 
and  power  system  on  the  lot  on  which  the 
spring  was  located,  and  to  supply  the  hotel 
or  sanitarium  with  water  from  said  well  or 
spring,  which  possessed  medicinal  proper- 
ties; that  it  was  planned,  arranged,  and  in- 
tended by  the  company  that  the  two  lots 
should  constitute  the  curtilage  appurtenant 
to  tho  hotel  and  sanitarium,  and  they  were 
such  as  were  reasonably  needed  for  the  gen- 
eral  purpose   for  which  the   said   hotel   or 


be  enforced  against  an  entirely  distinct 
house  and  lot  located  on  another  street,  the 
court  remarked  that  the  rule  that  mechanics' 
liens  do  not  attach  to  premises  separate  and 
distinct  from  those  upon  which  the  improve- 
ments are  made  is  too  well  settled  to  re- 
quire any  citation  of  authorities  to  support 
it 

Where  the  lot  of  a  mansion  house  is  sur- 
rounded on  three  sides  by  streets  and  bound- 
ed on  the  fourth  side  by  the  lands  of  an  ad- 
joining owner,  and  is  separated  from  a  wa- 
ter lot  belonging  to  the  owner  of  the  mansion 
house,  which  he  uses  as  a  landing  place  for 
his  yacht,  a  mechanics'  lien  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  house  does  not  extend  to  the 
water  lot.  Federal  Trust  Co.  v.  Gulgues  (N. 
J.  Eq.)  74  Atl.  052. 

Where  a  plate  glass  company  owning  a 
manufactory  worth  $850,000,  located  upon  a 
tract  of  land  of  28  acres,  causes  to  be  erect- 
ed a  separate  building  for  a  gas  producer, 
st  a  cost  of  a  little  more  than  $7,000,  the 
lien  for  the  erection  of  the  latter  building 
should  be  confined  thereto.  Cowan  v. 
Pennsylvania  Plate  Glass  Co.  184  Fa.  16, 
38  Atl.   1081. 

And  where  two  tracts  of  land  are  fenced 
together  and  owned  in  common  by  two  per- 
sons, the  husband  of  one  of  whom,  without 
the  assent  of  the  other,  contracts  for  the 
construction  of  a  building  on  the  smaller  of 
the  two  tracts,  the  builder's  lien  may  be 
enforced  by  the  sale  of  the  interest  of  the 
husband  and  wife  only,  and  in  the  tract  on 
which  the  building  was  erected.  Woodburn 
T.  QiiTord,  66  111.  285. 

The  following  cases  have  construed  and 
given  effect  to  the  various  statutes: 

Some  statutes  prescribe  the  maximum 
area  subject  to  the  lien,  as  in  White  v. 
ChaSin,  32  Ark.  59,  which  was  governed  by 
a  statute  limiting  the  lien  to  2  acres. 

Other  cases  are  governed  by  statutes,  fre- 
quently limited  in  their  operation  to  cities 
and  villous,  which  confine  the  lien  to  1 
acre;  Montporaery  Iron  Works  v.  Dorinan,  78 
Ala.  218;  Uedsole  v.  Peters,  79  AIn.  133  (ap- 
parently) ;  Tuttie  V.  Hone,  14  Minn.  145, 
Gil.   113,  100  Am.   Dec.   205;   North   Star 
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Iron  Works  Co.  y.  Strong,  33  Minn.  1,  2t 
N.  W.  740;  Boyd  v.  BlaJce,  42  Minn.  1,  48  N. 
W.  485;  Oster  V.  Rabeneau,  48  Mo.  595; 
Bradish  v.  James,  83  Mo.  313;  Hall  Bros.  v. 
McCrary,  45  Mo.  App.  365;  Mayes  T. 
Murphy,  93  Mo.  App.  37;  Hill  v.  La  Crosse 
*  M.  R.  Co.  11  Wis.  216;  McCoy  v.  Quick, 
30  Wis.  621;  McAuliffe  v.  Jorgenson,  107 
Wis.  132,  82  N.  W.  TOO;  Halsey  v.  Wau- 
kesha Springs  Sanitarium  Co.  126  Wis.  311, 
110  Am.  St.  Rep.  838,  104  N.  W.  94. 

If  it  appears  that  the  lot  of  land  upon 
which  the  lien  is  claimed  is  in  a  to>wn,  it 
is  immaterial  that  the  lot  contains  more 
than  1  acre.  Christian  t  C.  Grocery  Co. 
V.  Kling,  121  Ala.  292,  25  So.  029.  In  this 
case  the  court  cites  "Acts  1894-95,  p.  1238," 
but  does  not  disclose  the  nature  of  the  en- 
actment. 

Although  the  statute  limits  the  area  af- 
fected to  1  acre,  the  parties  may  contract 
to  extend  the  area  beyond  this.  Sheffield 
Furnace  Co.  v.  Witherow,  149  U.  S.  674,  37 
L.  ed.  863,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  936. 

Other  statutes  allow  a  wider  operation  as 
against  country  lands.  Thus,  the  case  of 
Swope  V.  Stantzenberger,  60  Tex.  389,  was 
governed  by  a  statute  providing  that  the 
lien,  if  against  land  in  the  country,  should 
extend  to  and  include  60  acres  upon  which 
the  labor  was  performed. 

This  statute,  it  seems,  was  superseded  by 
an  act  providing  that  the  lien  should  ex- 
tend to  the  lot  or  lots  necessarily  connected 
with  the  improvements  made.  The  existence 
of  a  lien  depends  upon  the  provision  of  the 
Texas  Constitution,  which  gives  the  legisla- 
ture the  power  to  regulate  its  extent  and 
the  method  of  its  enforcement.  Claes  y. 
Dallas  Homestead  &  Loan  Asso.  83  Tex.  60, 
18  S.  W.  421. 

Such  constitutional  provision  is  that  me- 
chanics, artisans,  and  materialmen  shall 
have  a  lien  upon  the  buildings  and  articles 
made  or  required  by  them,  and  the  legisla- 
ture shall  provide  for  the  speedy  and  ef- 
ficient enforcement  of  such  liens.  Strang  v. 
Pray,  89  Tex.  525,  35  S.  W.  1054.  Since 
this  case  was  decided,  it  is  less  clear  that 
the  legislature  has  defined  the  extent  ol  tb« 
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sanitarium  was  being  constructed;  that  each 
of  said  lots  formed  a  part  of  tlic  single 
business  plant  of  the  company,  and  consti- 
tuted the  curtilage  appurtenant  to  the  lintel 
or  sanitarium;  that  it  was  planned,  ar- 
ranged, and  intended  by  the  company  to 
connect  the  lot  on  which  said  well  or  spring 
was  located  and  the  buildings  thereon  with 
the  lot  on  which  the  said  hotel  or  sanita- 
rium was  to  be  erected;  that,  in  pursuance 
of  instructions  given  him  by  the  company, 
the  appellee  mad&  his  plans  to  connect  said 
lots;  that  the  entire  property  became  and 
was  a  single  business  plant;  that  the  two 
lots  had  been  purchased  by  the  company  for 
the  purpose  of  a  single  business  plant;  and 
that  the  said  hotel  or  sanitarium,  as 
planned,  arranged,  and  intended  by  the  com- 


pany, would  have  no  value  except  in  con- 
nection with  the  spring,  which  was  located 
but  a  short  distance  from  it.  Tbe  only  wit- 
ness called  by  the  appellant  in  support  of 
its  petition  admitted  that  tbe  two  lots  were 
deeded  at  the  same  time  to  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Hotel  &  Sanitarium  Company,  which 
had  been  organized  for  the  purpose  of  eon- 
ducting  a  hotel  with  the  spring  in  connec- 
tion with  it,  and  that  tbe  running  of  the 
hotel  in  connection  with  the  spring  consti- 
tuted one  single  undertaking  on  the  part  of 
the  company.  From  the  testimony  of  this 
witness  and  that  of  tlie  appellee,  considered 
in  connection  with  the  averments  in  the  an- 
swer, the  court  below  found  the  following 
forts,  to  which  no  exceptions  were  filed: 
"The  hotel  was  to  be  connected  with  a  boiler 


lien,  for  the  court  says  that  the  proper 
construction  of  the  constitutional  provision 
would  be  to  regard  it  as  authorizing  a  lien 
on  the  land  upon  which  the  improvement 
is  situated,  to  the  extent  that  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  enjoyment  thereof,  or  may  b.; 
designated  or  set  apart  as  intended  to  be 
used  and  enjoyed  in  connection  with  the 
building  or  improvement. 

The  following  cases  were  decided  under  a 
statute  limiting  the  operation  of  the  lien  to 
40  acres:  Kerrick  t.  Buggies,  78  Wis.  274, 
47  N.  W.  437;  Darling  v.  Xeumeister,  OJ) 
Wis.  426,  75  N.  W.  176;  Dusick  v.  Green, 
118  Wis.  240,  93  N.  W.  144. 

Ordinarily,  however,  the  statutes  do  not 
make  express  provision  as  to  the  area  lien- 
able. 

Under  a  statute  providing  for  a  lien  upon 
the  entire  land  upon  which  the  building  is 
stuated,  including  that  portion  of  the  same 
not  covered  therewith,  one  furnishing  ma- 
terials for  the  construction  of  a  house  up- 
on an  undivided  lot  containing  another 
house  is  not  entitled  to  a  lien  upon  such  oth- 
er house,  but  only  upon  tlie  one  for  which 
he  furnished  materials  and  so  much  of  the 
lot  as  is  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
house.  Kwing  v.  Allen,  99  Iowa,  370,  68 
N.  W.   702. 

Where  the  statute  provides  for  a  lien 
upon  the  building,  but  makes  no  mention  of 
the  land  on  which  it  stands,  it  should  be 
given  a  reasonable  construction,  and  the 
lien  should  be  extended,  not  only  to  the 
land  covered  by  the  structure,  but  also  to 
so  much  more  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
convenient  use  thereof,  according  to  the  in- 
tention and  design  of  the  owner.  Pennock 
V.  Hoover,  5  Rawle,  291.  To  the  same  effect 
is  Dean  v.  Pyncheon,  3  Pinney  (Wis.)  17. 

Where,  from  the  construction  of  roads  and 
fences,  and  the  existence  of  barns  and  green- 
houses, it  seems  certain  that  the  owner  in- 
tended to  use  the  whole  lot  as  grounds  for 
his  mansion,  a  mechanics'  lien  will  attach 
thereto,  since  the  provision  of  the  statute 
limiting  the  curtilage  to  }  acre  applies  only 
to  the  case  where  there  has  been  no  such 
designation  of  the  curtilage  by  the  owner, 
and  where  the  means  of  designation  by  map 
26  L.E.A.(N.S.) 


do  not  exist.    Gerard  ▼  Birch,  28  K.  J.  Eo. 
317. 

Under  a  statute  providing  for  a  lien  on 
the  building  and  the  land  upon  which  it  is 
erected,  it  has  been  held  that  one  erecting  a 
house  is  not  confined  to  the  land  which  it 
covers,  but  may  assert  his  lien  against  so 
much  land  as,  together  with  the  structure, 
is  necessary  to  pay  it.  Vandyne  v.  Vanness, 
5  N.  J.   Eq.  485. 

In  respect  of  the  right  to  a  mechanics' 
lion  upon  mill  property  for  the  repair  of 
the  mill,  where  tlie  statute  apparently  ex- 
tends the  lien  to  the  curtilage,  the  follow- 
ing language  was  used  in  Edwards  t.  Der- 
rickson,  28  N.  J.  L.  39,  affirmed  in  29  X. 
J.  L.  468:  "The  lands  claimed  as  subject 
to  the  lieu  are  minutely  described  by  metes 
and  bounds,  and,  although  the  quantity  is 
not  given,  yet  they  are  so  described  by 
courses  and  distances  as  that  the  amount 
can  easily  be  ascertained,  and  by  a  compu- 
tation the  tract  or  parcel  described  is  found 
to  contain  a  fraction  over  S3  acres.  It  has 
remained  in  substantially  the  same  condi- 
tion for  a  large  number  of  years.  It  has 
been  several  times  transferred,  and  always 
by  the  same  description.  It  has,  time  out 
of  mind  almost,  been  recognized  by  the 
neighbors  and  other  as  the  piece  or  parcel 
of  land  connected  with  the  Phoenix  mill, 
and  as  being  the  lot  and  parcel  of  land 
of  which  the  Phcenix  mill  property  was  com- 
posed. Now,  who  can  say  judicially  that,  in 
describing  the  whole  well-known  and  clear- 
ly defined  63  acres,  and  claiming  a  lien  up- 
on it,  the  plaintiffs  have  committed  an  er- 
ror fatal  to  their  security!  Who  can  say 
how  much  of  that  lot  or  tract  the  plain- 
tiffs, in  filing  their  lien  claim,  ought  to 
have  excluded  from  it?  .  .  .  How  do  we 
know  that  the  whole  of  this  land  was  not 
necessary  to  the  proper  and  advantageous 
use  of  the  mill?  Who  can  tell  how  much 
of  it  is  made  up  of  public  road  and  grounds 
for  the  public  to  use?  Who  can  tell  bow 
much  of  it  is  made  up  of  the  pond  and  its 
appendages  and  appurtenances,  its  inlets 
and  outlets  and  right  of  overflow,  its  room 
for  head  and  tail  race,  and  tbe  like?  The 
witness  who  has  known  the  property  for 
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louse  to  be  located  on  the  spring  property, 
yy  an  8-inch  and  otlicr  pipes  through  which 
:he  heating  plant  iu  the  hotel  was  to  be 
iupplied  with  hot  water.  It  seems  the  ho- 
:el  building  was  to  be  constructed  for  the 
ise  chiefly  of  those  who  came  to  receive 
leneflt  from  the  use  of  the  medicinal  water 
it  the  spring,  and  the  spring  property  and 
the  hotel  property  were  to  be  operated  and 
managed  by  the  same  person.  Without  the 
spring  the  hotel  property  would  be  of  com- 
paratively little  value,  but,  operated  to- 
gether, the  patronage  was  expected  to  be 
quite  large.  ...  It  was  clearly  tlic 
purpose  of  the  owner  of  these  parcels  of 
land  to  use  them  in  connection  with  each 
other.  The  hotel  was  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  those  who  desired  treatment  and  to 


enjoy  the  beneficial  results  derived  from  the 
use  of  the  medicinal  waters  of  the  spring 
located  on  the  spring  property.  Pipes  were 
to  be  extended  underground  from  one  to  the 
other,  and  both  properties  were  to  be  oper- 
ated, managed,  and  controlled  by  one  per- 
son, the  defendant.  No  doubt  the  successful 
operation  of  the  spring  was  greatly  handi- 
capped because  of  the  lack  of  good  hotel  ac- 
commodations for  those  who  desired  treat- 
ment and  to  make  use  of  the  water,  while 
a  hotel  of  the  proportions  shown  and  de- 
scribed in  the  plans  and  specifications,  lo- 
cated in  a  small  village  like  Pulaski,  would 
hardly  be  considered  for  a  monsent,  unless 
it  was  to  be  operated  in  conjunction  with 
the  mineral  springs  wdich  were  located  on 
the  other  property  described  in  the  lien  filed. 


thirty  years  says  that  he  never  knew  'that 
any  part  of  the  tract  was  used  separately 
from  the  mill.'  The  inference,  then,  fairly 
is  sustained  by  evidence,  and  contradicted 
by  none,  that  the  exclusion  of  a  single 
acre  from  the  tract  would  impair  the  com- 
plete use  of  the  mill,  and  that  it  has  no 
land  attached  to  it  that  is  not  necessary 
for  that  purpose.  If  these  things  be  so, 
then  the  land  described  is,  in  truth  and  in 
fact,  the  very  curtilage  or  lot  belonging  to 
the  mill,  and  on  which  the  same  was  erect- 
ed, in  the  very  language,  meaning,  and  in- 
tent of  our  statute." 

It  was  held  in  Crawfordsville  v.  Barr,  65 
Ind.  367,  that  a  mechanics'  lien  attached  to 
the  lot  or  subdivision  of  land  upon  which 
the  building  waa  situated,  and  not  necessari- 
ly only  to  the  ground  covered  by  the  build- 
ing, the  court  citing  2  Rev.  Stat.  1876,  p. 
236,  §  647,  but  not  disclosing  the  nature  of 
its  provisions.    ' 

The  extension  of  a  statute  giving  persons 
employed  on  steamboats  a  lien  on  the  steam- 
boat for  their  wages,  by  an  amendatory  act 
declaring  that  it  shall  apply  to  sawmills  in 
behalf  of  millwrights,  does  not  operate  to 
make  a  lien  upon  a  sawmill  extend  to  the 
tract  of  land  upon  which  the  mill  stands, 
but  only  to  so  much  land  as  may  be  deemed 
to  be  included  in  the  word  "sawmill," — that 
is,  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  for  its 
operation.    Findlay  v.  Roberts,  10  Ga.  163. 

One  who  constructs  a  kiln  for  drying  lum- 
ber, for  a  company  which  also  owns  across 
tlie  street  therefrom  property  consisting  of 
a  sawmill,  a  boiler  liouse,  and  a  plan- 
ing mill,  together  with  the  three  lots  up- 
on which  they  are  situated,  the  only  physi- 
cal connection  between  the  kiln  and  the  op- 
posite property  being  a  pipe  through  which 
steam  is  conducted  from  the  boilers  to  the 
kiln,  obtains,  by  a  judgment  extending  his 
lien  to  the  boiler  house  and  the  lot  upon 
which  it  stands,  at  least  all  that  he  is  en- 
titled to  cinim  with  respect  to  the  milling 
property,  under  a  statute  giving  a  lien  upon 
the  mill,  manufactory,  or  other  building  or 
appurtenances  constructed.  McDonald  v. 
26  LJLA.(N.S.) 


Minneapolis  Lumber  Co.  28  Minn.  262,  0  N. 
W.  705.  In  this  case  the  court  said:  "The 
sense  of  the  matter  is  that  the  mills  and  the 
kiln,  and  the  branches  of  business  carried 
on  therein,  are  too  separate  and  distinct  to 
be  regarded  as  appendages  or  appurtenances 
of  each  other,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
law.  With  the  present  facilities  of  trans- 
mitting steam  and  steam  power,  it  would  be 
dangerous,  and  might  lead  to  strange  and 
unfortunate  results,  to  hold  that  properties 
are  to  be  regarded  as  appurtenant  to  each 
other  from  the  fact  that  they  are  used  in 
dilferent  branches  of  the  same  business, 
which  may  be  carried  on  sej  arately,  and 
derive  the  steam  or  power  necessary  to  carry 
them  on  from  a  common  source.  We  think 
the  extension  of  the  plaintiff's  lien  to  lot  2 
of  block  ZO,  on  which  the  boilers  are  situat- 
ed, was  going  at  least  far  enough,  and  that, 
if  there  is  any  error  in  the  judgment,  it  is 
not  to  the  prejudice  of  the  appellant." 

A  statute  giving  a  lien  upon  mining 
claims  operates  to  create  a  lien  upon  the 
whole  claim.  Helm  v.  Chapman,  06  Cal. 
201,  6  Pac.  .352;  Silvester  v.  Coe  Quarti! 
Mine  Co.  80  Cal.  510,  22  Pac.  217;  Williams 
v.  Mountaineer  Gold  Min.  Co.  102  Cal.  134, 
34  Pac.  702,  36  Pac.  388. 

And  a  tract  of  land  in  the  process  of  de- 
velopment for  the  production  of  oil  is  a  min- 
ing claim,  and  comes  within  the  operation 
of  this  rule.  Berentz  v.  Belmont  Oil  Min. 
Co.  148  Cal.  677,  113  Am.  St.  Rep.  308,  84 
Pac.  47. 

In  Sly  V.  Palo  Alto  Gold  Min.  Co.  28  Wash. 
485,  68  Pac.  871,  the  court  upheld  a  de- 
fault judgment  giving  a  mechanics'  lien  up- 
on property  mentioned  in  a  complaint  al- 
leging that  the  plaintiff  furnished  materials 
that  were  used  in  the  construction,  repair, 
ond  improvement  of  a  lode  mining  claim, 
that  another  claim  was  contiguous  there- 
to, that  such  claims  were  held  and  operated 
as  a  group,  and  that  the  materials  so  fur- 
nished were  used  for  the  development  of  said 
lodes,  which  were  held  as  constituting  one 
mine. 

Land  adjacent  to  the  mining  claim  is  not 
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Thia  was  the  general  purpoae  for  which  the 
two  parcels  of  land  were  to  be  used,  and 
they  formed  the  parts  of  the  single  business 
plant" 

Bj  the  act  of  June  4,  1901  (P.  L.  431), 
curtilage,  to  be  regarded  as  appurtenant  to 
a  building  and  bound  by  a  mechanics'  iien 
filed  against  it,  is  "such  as  is  reasonably 
needed  for  the  general  purpose"  for  which 
the  structure  is  erected,  and  belongs  to  the 
same  owner.  As  a  rule,  curtilage  does  not 
extend  beyond  the  lot  on  which  the  build- 
ing is  erected,  but  when  more  land  is  reason- 
ably needed  for  the  general  purpose  of  the 
structure,  and,  at  the  time  tlie  same  is  be- 
ing erected,  the  owner  of  it  intends  that  an- 
other lot  in  addition  to  the  one  on  which  it 
is  being  built  shnll  be  included  in  the  curti- 
lage, and  constitute  a  part  of  the  same,  it 
is  reasonable  that  a  mechanics'  lien  should 
extend  to  both.  Tlic  value  of  a  building  aft- 
er its  erection  depends  upon  the  ability  of 
the  owner,  or  those  claiming  under  him;  to 
put  it  to  its  intended  use,  and,  if  it  cannot 
be  put  to  such  u.se  without  having  the  cur- 


tilage manifestly  intended  for  it  by  the 
owner  at  the  time  he  induced  the  labor  and 
material  to  go  into  it,  such  curtilage  ought 
to  be  regarded  as  appurtenant  to  it,  even 
if  it  does  include  bmd  not  physically  con- 
nected with  the  lot  on  which  the  bnilding 
is  erected.  The  legislature  might  have  pro- 
vided otherwise,  but  it  has  not  by  the  net 
of  1901.  Under  the  old  mechanics'  lien  set 
of  June  10,  1836  (P.  L.  696),  the  lien  of  i 
mechanic  extended  to  the  ground  covered  by 
the  building,  "and  to  so  much  other  ground 
immediately  adjacent  thereto"  as  might 
have  been  necessary  for  the  ordinary  and 
useful  purposes  of  the  building.  But  tbeie 
is  no  such  limitation  in  our  present  act, 
and  it  is  therefore  a  question  under  condi- 
tions existing  in  any  particular  case  what 
other  land  of  the  owner  of  the  building,  ii 
addition  to  the  lot  upon  which  it  is  beini! 
erected,  shall  be  bound  by  a  mechanics'  lifii. 
as  being  "reasonably  needed  for  the  general 
purpose"  of  the  structure. 
Appeal  dismissed  at  appellant's  oosta. 


subject  to  the  lien  unless  it  is  mineral  land 
or  appurtenant  thereto.  Bewick  v.  Muir,  83 
Cal.  308,  23  Pao.   389. 

Statutes  giving   lien  on  "lot"  or  "tract" 

The  Missouri  statute  provides  for  a  lien 
on  the  lot  of  ground  upon  which  the  build- 
ing is  erected.  Darlington  Lumber  Co.  v. 
Harris;  107  Mo.  App.  148,  80  S.  W.  088. 

The  word  "lot"  as  here  used  means  the 
fractional  part  of  a  block,  commonly  known 
as  a  lot,  limited  by  fixed  boundaries  on  the 
recorded  plat;  and,  where  the  structure  is 
erected  upon  one,  the  builder's  lien  will  not 
extend  to  a  contiguous  lot,  although  both 
are  within  one  inclosure.  Miller  v.  Hoff- 
man, 20  Mo.  App.  100. 

The  court  in  Smith  v.  Headley,  33  Minn. 
384,  23  N.  W.  650,  said:  "When  erected 
within  the  limits  of  any  city,  town,  or  vil- 
lage plat,  the  words,  'the  lot  of  ground  on 
which  said  house,'  etc.,  'is  erected,'  are  not 
to  be  construed  so  as  necessarily  to  extend 
the  lien  to  the  whole  of  a  city,  town,  or 
village  lot,  nor  to  limit  it  to  one  of  such 
lots  alone;  for  a  building  may  be  erected 
on  only  a  part  of  a  lot,  the  remainder  of 
the  lot  being  already  covered  by  independ- 
ent buildings  with  which  the  new  one  erect- 
ed is  not  to  have  any  sort  of  connection,  in 
which  case  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
legislature  intended  by  the  words,  'the  lot 
of  ground,'  to  extend  the  lien  over  the  part 
of  the  lot  already  covered  by  buildings.  And 
so  the  building  for  erecting  which  the  lien 
is  claimed  may  cover  the  whole  or  a  part  of 
several  lots.  In  cities  such  buildings  are 
not  uncommon.  In  such  case  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  the  lien  is  to  be  limited  to 
one  of  such  lots.  It  follows  that  the  'lot  of 
ground,'  to  which  the  lien  extends  is  not  nec- 
essarily bounded  by  the  lines  of  a  city,  town, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


or  village  lot;  it  may  be  less  or  it  may  be 
more  than  such  lot,  according  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  building,  and  the  necessity  of 
more  land  than  that  on  which  it  stands  fcr 
its  proper  and  convenient  use,  and  the  sit- 
uation of  such  other  land." 

A  lien  for  work  and  materials  on  one  lot 
gives  no  lien  on  an  adjacent  lot,  even  if  ii 
the  same  inclosure,  unless  both  lots  are  if 
be  considered  as  one.  Seller  t  Schaefer,  -IC 
III.  App.  74. 

A  lien  for  materials  furnished  in  the  ens- 
struction  of  a  house  on  a  tract  of  land  vill 
not  extend  to  a  contiguous  tract  owned  bj 
the  same  person,  but  separated  from  ttw 
former  by  a  township  line.  Van  Lone  r. 
Whittemore,   19  111.  App.  447. 

Wliere  the  owner  of  a  lot  which  was  nrt 
sufTiciently  spacious  to  accommodate  a  pri>- 
posed  building  purchased  a  conti^^uous  lot 
and  constructed  a  so-called  division  fence 
upon  the  latter,  cutting  off  therefrom  a 
strip  which,  when  added  to  the  other  lot 
afforded  a  sufficient  space  for  the  building, 
the  lien  in  favor  of  the  builder  of  a  struc- 
ture upon  the  remaining  portion  of  sucb 
purchased  lot  extended  only  to  the  divisica 
fence,  provided  it  was  intended  as  a  perma- 
nent separation  of  the  lots.  Pollock  v.  Mor- 
rison, 176  Mass.  S3,  67  N.  E.  326. 

In  Adams  v.  Central  City  Qranite,  Brick 
&  Block  Co.  154  Mich.  448,  120  Am.  St  Rep- 
484,  117  N.  W.  932,  the  sUtute  involv^1 
provided  for  a  lien  upon  the  building  ani 
also  upon  "the  lot  or  piece  of  land"  not  ex- 
ceeding one  <]uarter  section,  or,  if  in  an  in- 
corporated city,  not  exceeding  "the  lot  or 
lots"  upon  or  around  or  in  front  of  which 
such  improvement  is  made.  A  company  pur- 
chased several  blocks  of  land  in  a  city, 
and  caused  to  be  erected  in  block  14  npon 
lots  7,  8,  and  9,  and  possibly  upon  a  few 
feet  of  lot  6,  a  building  for  the  manafi«- 
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ture  of  brick,  blocks,  tile,  and  the  like.  Up- 
on several  of  the  lots  in  the  various  blocks 
were  sand  and  gravel  which  were  to  be  used 
for  the  manufacture  of  tiie  products  pro- 
posed to  be  turned  out  at  the  factory.  The 
action  was  brought  to  enforce  a  mechanics' 
lien  for  the  construction  of  the  factory. 
The  court  held  the  words,  "lot  or  lots,"  used 
in  the  statute,  when  considered  in  juxta- 
position to  the  words,  "lot  or  piece  of  land," 
should  be  regarded  as  meaning  surveyed 
lots  in  conformity  with  which  the  plat  was 
made,  but  that  the  lien  was  not  thereby 
necessarily  limited  to  the  particular  lots 
upon  which  the  improvement  stood,  but 
might  extend  to  the  entire  property,  as  a 
city  block,  selected  as  a  proper  site  for,  and 
devoted  to  the  use  of,  the  factory  and  its 
material  and  products.  But  it  was  held 
that  in  this  particular  case  the  lien  did  not 
attach  to  lots  other  than  those  upon  some 
portion  of  which  the  building  stood,  the 
court  saying:  "It  is  clear  that  a  lien  ex- 
tending to  the  building  and  to  lots  6,  7,  8, 
and  B,  block  14,  may  1^  sustained.  No  rea- 
son appears  for  limiting  the  quantity  of 
land  to  less  than  the  area  of  these  surveyed, 
contiguous  lots,  upon  some  portions  of  each 
of  which  the  structure  rests.  Such  a  lien 
is  supported  by  the  facts  and  by  the  express 
language  of  the  statute.  No  facts  support- 
ing a  decree  enlarging  this  area  are  set  out 
in  the  bill.  The  decree  recites  that  the  court 
finds  'that  the  premises  upon  which  such 
building  was  constructed,  and  upon  which  it 
constituted  an  improvement,  is  described,' 
etc.  The  building  is  not,  in  fact,  an  im- 
provement of  all  of  the  land  containing  the 
deposit  of  material  supposed  to  be  valuable 
for  manufacturing  purposes.  It  would  be 
quite  as  much  an  improvement,  except  to 
the  land  on  which  it  rests,  if  it  were  erected 
outside  of  the  addition.  No  criticism  being 
made  of  the  bill,  and  no  objections,  based 
upon  the  lack  of  averments,  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  testimony,  appearing,  we  hifve  exam- 
ined the  testimony.  We  find  no  testimony 
supporting  the  conclusion  that  the  building 
is  'constructed'  upon  the  land  described  in  the 
decree.  The  learned  trial  court  correctly, 
stated  that  the  building  was  erected  for  the 
purpose  of  utilizing  the  deposit  found  upon 
some  of  the  land.  At  the  best,  this  would 
devote  the  deposit,  separate  from  the  land, 
to  manufacturing  purposes.  There  is  no 
testimony  tending  to  prove  that  the  lots,  as 
distinguished  from  the  deposit  of  material, 
were  ever  treated  as  any  part  of  the  manu- 
facturing plant.  Indeed,  the  contrary  ap- 
pears. It  was  intended,  so  far  as  intention 
appears,  to  sell  tlie'lots  after  removing  the 
deposit  to  a  desired  level." 

A  mechanics'  lien  for  work  and  material 
for  a  mill  upon  a  lot  will  not  attach  to  lots 
across  the  street,  upon  the  ttieory  that  they 
are  appurtenant  to  the  mill  property,  merely 
because  a  corn  crib  has  been  built  upon  the 
lots  for  storing  corn  to  be  ground  in  the 
mill,  and  a  shed  is  located  on  them  where 
delivery  horses  and  wagons  of  the  mill  some- 
times stand  Paddock  v.  Stout,  121  111.  571, 
13  N.  E.  182. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


In  Choteau  t.  Thompson,  2  Ohio  St.  114, 
the  court's  position  is  indicated  by  the  fol- 
lowing language:  "By  the  words,  'lot  of 
land  upon  which  the  same  shall  stand,'  in 
the  same  section,  is  not  meant  merely  the 
ground  covered  by  the  building;  nor  do  they 
necessarily  confine  the  lien  to  the  particu- 
lar lot,  as  shown  on  the  town  plat,  on  which 
the  building  stands.  On  the  contrary, 
where,  as  in  the  present  instance,  two  adja- 
cent town  lots  are  used,  without  any  actual 
division  between  them,  as  one  mill  lot,  a 
part  of  the  buildings  and  machinery  being 
upon  one,  and  a  part  upon  the  other,  the 
lien  extends  to  both  lots,  though  the  precise 
spot  where  the  work  was  done  may  be  with- 
in the  limits  of  one  of  them.  And  the  case 
is  the  same  whenever  two  or  more  adjacent 
lots  are  thrown  into  one  lot,  the  ideal  lines 
of  division  being  disregarded,  and  used  for 
a  common  purpose,  whatever  that  purpose 
may  be." 

Where  the  statute  gives  a  lien  upon  the 
lot  or  tract  upon  which  the  building  is 
erected,  and  the  building  is  erected  upon 
one  corner  of  a  section  of  land,  the  lien  will 
extend  to  the  whole  section  if  necessary  to 
pay  the  debt.  Montandon  v.  Dcas,  14  Ala. 
33,  48  Am.  Dec.  84. 

The  prima  facie  right  to  a  lien  on  the 
whole  lot  upon  which  the  building  is  erected 
is  not  affected  by  proof  that  there  is  an- 
other building  on  the  lot.  Bergsma  r, 
Dewey,  46  Minn.  357,  49  N.  W.  57. 

A  mechanics'  lien  which  by  statute  ex- 
tends to  the  "lot  of  land"  on  which  the 
building  is  situated  is  not  confined  to  that 
portion  only  of  a  large  lot  which  is  immedi- 
ately connected  with  the  building,  when  oth- 
er separate  buildings  have  been  erected  upon 
the  lot  and  leased  to  different  tenants,  but 
the  lot  has  not  been  subdivided  by  the  own- 
er, and  an  intention  to  keep  it  as  one  large 
lot  is  apparent.  Quimby  v.  Durgin,  148 
Mass.  104,  1  L.R.A.  514,  10  N.  E.  14.  It 
was  held  in  Whalen  t.  Collins,  164  Mass. 
146,  41  N.  E.  124,  that  under  this  statute 
the  lienor  could  not  at  his  option  enforce 
his  lien  against  a  part  only  of  the  land,  but 
must  assert  it  against  the  entire  lot. 

The  conveyance  of  a  portion  of  the  lot 
after  the  contract  was  made  with  the  claim- 
ant does  not  affect  his  lien.  Collins  v. 
Patch,  166  Mass.  317,  31  N.  E.  295. 

A  single  building  constructed  upon  two 
lots  owned  by  different  persons,  by  tlie  own- 
er of  one  lot,  with  the  knowledge  and  con- 
sent of  the  owner  of  the  other,  so  connects 
them  that  a  lien  on  the  building  will  cover 
both  lots.  Menzel  v.  Tubbs,  61  Minn.  304, 
17  L.R.A.  815,  53  N.  W.  653,  1017. 

Where  the  statute  declares  that  the  lien 
shall  attach  to  the  lot  or  tract  of  land  on 
which  the  erections  are  made,  the  decree 
of  a  lien  for  the  erection  of  two  buildings 
upon  a  United  States  survey  of  400  acres 
may  make  it  extend  to  the  whole  tract.  8t. 
Louis  Nat.  Stock  Yards  v.  O'Reilly,  85  111. 
546. 

Giving  a  very  liberal  construction  to  an 
act  providing  that  there  shall  be  a  lien  upon 
a  lot  of  ground  or  tract  of  land  upon  which 
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the  honse  !■  constructed,  the  court  in  St^er 
▼.  Arctic  Refrigerating  Co.  89  Teun.  453, 
11  L.R.A.  580,  14  S.  W.  1087,  holds  that  a 
mechanics'  lien  for  labor  and  material  fur- 
nished in  laying  pipes  for  a  refrigerating 
company  which  supplies  vapor  for  cold  stor- 
age to  customers  at  a  distance,  through 
pipes  in  the  ground,  extends  to  the  whole 
plant,  and  may  be  enforced  against  the 
ground  upon  which  the  factory  is  located, 
although  the  pipe*  are  laid  upon  laud  not 
belonging  to  the  company. 

Where  the  owner  of  four  adjoining  tracts 
of  land  uses  one  for  a  fair  ground,  and  in- 
closes the  others  in  a  common  fence,  and 
uses  them  for  a  race  track  which  is  also 
marked  by  a  common  fence,  and  causes  to 
be  constructed  a  grand  stand  upon  the  fair 
ground  and  abutting  on  the  race  track,  and 
a  judges'  stand  upon  one  of  the  tracts  form- 
ing a  part  of  the  race  track,  the  mechanics' 
lien  for  building  such  structures  extends  to 
the  entire  property  used  as  a  race  track, 
under  a  statute  giving  a  lien  on  the  lot  of 
lajid  upon  which  the  structure  is  situated, 
since  these  tracts  are  so  united  and  used 
for  a  common  purpose  as  properly  to  be 
regarded  as  the  lot  of  Innd  on  w'n'ch  the 
buildings  stand.  £x  parte  Uavis,  9  S.  C. 
204. 

Statute  expressly  giving  lien  on  land  neces- 
sary for  use  of  improvement. 

Ree  also  supra,  Claes  v.  Dallas  Homestead 
&  Loan  Asso.  83  Tex.  60,  18  S.  W.  421. 

From  the  foregoing  cases  it  seems  that 
the  courts  are  inclined  to  extend  the  lien 
to  so  much  land  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  use  of  the  buildng.  In  some  jurisdic- 
tions tlie  legislatures  have  made  express  pro- 
vision to  that  elTect. 

Under  a  statute  giving  a  lien  upon  a  mine 
to  any  person  performing  labor  for  furnish- 
ing materials  for  the  erection  of  any  build- 
ing thereon,  and  extending  the  lien  to  the 
building  together  with  a  convenient  space 
about  the  snnie,  or  so  much  as  may  be  re- 
quired for  the  convenient  use  and  occupa- 
tion thereof, — a  contractor  who  furnished 
and  installed  machinery  in  a  mill  at  a  mine 
is  not  entitled  to  a  lien  on  an  electric  power 
plant  situated  some  miles  from  the  mine  on 
land  not  connected  therewith,  although  pow- 
er therefrom  operates  the  mill,  but  he  is 
entitled  to  a  lien  upon  a  group  of  mines 
constituting  the  mining  property  on  which 
the  mill  is  situated,  and  the  ores  from  which 
are. to  be  worked  at  the  mill.  Salt  Lake 
Hardware  Co.  v.  Chainraau  Min.  &  KIcclric 
Co.  137  Fed.  032. 

And  he  is  entitled  to  a  lien  upon  the 
group  of  contiguous  mines  which  are  oper- 
ated together,  for  materials  and  labor  used 
in  the  construction  of  the  mill,  where  the 
statute  further  provides  that,  when  two  or 
more  lodes  or  deposits  are  owned  by  the 
same  persons  or  by  dilTerent  persona,  and 
the  same,  with  the  consent  of  all,  shall  be 
worked  through  a  common  shaft,  etc.,  then 
nil  the  mine,  lode,  or  deposit  so  workp<I 
shall  be  deemed  one  mine.  Park  City  Meat 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Co.  T.  Comstock  Silver  Min.  Co.  (Utah)  103 
Pac.  254. 

Where,  however,  the  mine*  or  lode  claims 
are  separate  and  distinct  from  the  mill  site, 
the  lien  for  the  erection  and  equipment  of 
the  mill  will  not  extend  to  them,  notwith- 
standing it  was  constructed  for  the  purpose 
of  working  the  ores  therefrom.  In  such  cir- 
cumstances the  lien  attaches  only  to  the  mill 
site.  Colorado  Iron  Works  t.  Taylor,  12 
Colo.  App.   451,   55  Pac.   042. 

Under  a  statute  extending  a  mechanics' 
lien  to  so  much  land  as  may  be  required  for 
convenient  use  and  occupation  of  the  build- 
ing, a  mechanics'  lien  for  materials  fur- 
nished for  a  stamp  mill  and  tramway  ex- 
tends to  the  mill  site,  and  also  to  a  mine 
belonging  to  the  same  owner,  which  is  con- 
nected with  the  mill  by  the  tramway,  where 
it  appears  that  the  mill  is  used  solely  for 
extracting  and  treating  ores  taken  from  the 
mine,  and  that  the  mine  and  the  mill  are  of 
little  practical  value  separate  and  apart 
from  each  other.  Stearns-Roger  Mfg.  Co. 
V.  Aztec  Gold  Min.  ft  Mill.  Co.  (N.  M.)  93 
Pac.  706. 

Where  the  statute  extends  the  lien  to  such 
land  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  convenient 
use  and  occupation  of  the  building,  the  land 
actually  occupied  is  necessarily  subject  to 
the  lien.  Saches  v.  Auburn,  75  Cal.  650,  30 
Pac.  800. 

A  small  lot  in  a  town  is  prima  facie  nec- 
essary to  the  convenient  use  and  enjoyment 
of  a  two-story  dwelling  and  outhouse,  with- 
in the  meaning  of  a  statute  giving  a  lieu 
for  the  constructioTi  of  the  buildings.  Fairo 
V.  Bethell,  76  Va.  825. 

A  finding  in  the  words  of  the  complaint 
upon  which  no  issue  was  raised,  that  all  of 
the  lot  upon  which  the  house  was  erected 
was  necessary  to  the  "convenient  use  and 
enjoyment"  thereof,  will  be  construed  to 
mean  "convenient  use  and  occupation."  Be- 
sides, in  the  absence  of  evidence  as  tc  the 
size  of  tfle  lot,  it  will  be  presumed,  in  sup- 
port of  the  judgment,  that  the  whole  of  it 
is  necessary  for  the  convenient  use  and  oc- 
cupation of  the  house.  Ward  v.  Crane,  US 
Pal.  676,  60  Pac.  839. 

Such  presumption  will  arise  in  the  ab- 
sence of  pleading  and  proof  of  the  cHilrary. 
when  the  complaint  describes  the  land  I>y 
legal  subdivisions,  and  avers  that  the  bi>il<i- 
ings  were  erected  thereon.  Scciv  v.  Ncill,  37 
Colo.  198,  80  Pac.  334. 

Where  the  statute  gives  a  lien  upon  the 
land  covered  by  the  building  and  so'niucli 
other  ground  immediately  adjacent  thciclo 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  ordinary  ami 
useful  purposes  of  the  tiuilding,  a  lien  for 
the  construction  of  a  steam  mill  will  exteiiil 
to  the  lot  on  which  it  stands,  and  also  an 
adjacent  half  lot  if  it  is  necessary  for  the 
convenient  use  of  the  building.  Kepjiel  r. 
Jackson,  3  Watts  &  S.  320. 

A  lien  for  the  construction  of  huildin^rs 
for  an  oil  refinery  locatc<l,  together  with 
structures  used  as  parafliue  works,  on  a 
tract  of  Innd  containing  US  acres,  may  prop- 
erly be  extended  to  the  whole  tract,  wliere 
all  the  structures  constitute  a  monuluctur- 
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ing  plant  owned  and  managed  as  a  whole, 
and  the  inclosed  tract  is  exclusively  and 
necessarily  used  for  its  operation,  the  owner 
being  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
fining and  manufacturing  petroleum  and 
other  oils  into  their  various  products,  and 
of  compounding  petroleum  and  other  oils 
and  their  products  with  other  necessary  and 
desirable  substances.  Sicardi  v.  Keystone 
Oil  Co.  149  Pa.  139,  24  Atl.  161,  163.  In 
this  case  tlie  liens  described  the  whole  tract, 
and  the  court  further  held  that  prima  facie 
mechanics'  liens  are  coextensive  with  the 
boundaries  described  in  them;  and  that,  if 
they  include  land  not  necessary  for  the  use 
of  the  structure,  the  remedy  is  provided  by 
statute. 

Where  a  house,  about  the  time  it  was 
completed,  wa£  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  the  owner,  removed  by  a  third 
person  to  a  lot  belonging  to  him,  it  was 
decreed  that,  if  the  materialman's  lien 
should  not  be  satisfied  by  the  sale  of  the 
lot  upon  which  the  house  was  constructed, 
then  the  house  should  be  sold;  or,  if  the 
structure  could  not  be  removed  from  the  lot 
to  which  it  was  taken,  without  injury  there- 
to, then  such  lot  should  be  sold  together 
with  the  house,  the  court  referring  to  a  stat- 
ute which,  although  providing  that  the  lien 
should  attach  only  to  such  interest  as  the 
owner  should  have  in  the  real  estate,  also 
provided  that  the  lien  should  extend  to  so 
much  -land  as  mipiht  be  necessary  for  the 
convenient  use  and  occupation  of  the  build- 
ing. Sanford  v.  Kunkel,  30  UtaJi,  370,  85 
Pac  303.  On  rehearing,  this  decision  was 
modified  to  exclude  the  lot  to  which  the 
building  waa  removed,  upon  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  finding  to  the  effect  that  the 
removal  of  the  building  therefrom  would 
injure  the  freehold.  30  Utah,  380,  85  Pac. 
1012. 

Although  the  house  is  never  built,  one 
who  furnishes  the  materials  and  constructs 
the  foundations  of  the  proposed  house  may 
have  a  lien  upon  so  much  of  the  land  as 
might  have  been  necessary  for  its  use. 
Thompson  v.  Porter,  14  Pa."  Co.  Ct.  232. 

Wherever  a  barn  is  h'ecessary  for  the  en- 
joyment of  a  farm,  the  farm  is  equally  nec- 
essary for  the  useful  purposes  of  the  barn, 
and  a  lien  for  the  construction  of  a  commo- 
dious bam  capable  of  housing  sixteen  head 
of  horned  cattle  and  six  horses,  upon  a  farm 
of  68  acres,  extends  to  the  whole  farm. 
Wismer's  Estate,  2  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  387. 

Where  hotel  premises  consisting  of  the 
hotel  proper  on  one  corner  of  the  lot,  and 
a  barn  or  stable  on  the  diagonally  opposite 
corner,  are  improved  by  the  erection  of  ad- 
ditions to  the  hotel,  the  mechanics'  lien  for 
such  additions  would  probably  extend  to  the 
whole  premises  as  necessary  for  the  conven- 
ient use  of  the  building;  and  the  owner  of 
the  premises  has  no  complaint  where  the 
lien  is  claimed  only  upon  the  additiona 
erected.    Xelson  v.  Campbell,  28  Pa.  150. 

Where  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  court,  as  authorized  by  statute,  to  de- 
termine the  curtilage  necessary  to  the  en- 
joyment of  a  hotel,  report  that  the  whole 
26  L.K_A.(N.S.) 


tract  of  over  23  acres  is  necessary,  and  the 
report  is  confirmed  by  the  trial  court,  such 
determination  will  not  be  reviewed  on  cer- 
tiorari. Menner  v.  Nichols,  S  Sadler  (Pa.) 
366,  8  Atl.  647. 

But  it  is  proper  not  to  extend  a  lien  for 
buildings  erected  ujion  a  lot,  to  another  lot 
of  the  owner  which,  although  contiguous,  is 
wholly  distinct,  and  not  necessary  for  the 
ordinary  and  useful  purposes  of  the  build- 
ings. Fulton  T.  Parlett,  104  Md.  62,  64  Atl. 
58. 

Where  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the 
rear  portion  of  a  lot  covered  with  old  build- 
ings is  necessary  to  the  convenient  use  and 
occupation  of  a  flat  building  erected  upon 
the  front  portion,  it  is  not  subject  to  the 
lien  in  favor  of  the  builder  of  the  latter 
structure.  Macomber  y.  Bigelow,  126  Cal. 
9,  58  Pac.  312. 

A  race  track  probably  covering  60  acres 
of  ground,  with  its  training  stables,  grand 
stand,  corrals,  and  other  improvements,  is 
not  so  necessary  to  the  convenient  use  and 
occupation  of  a  building  used  as  a  hotel, 
clubhouse,  and  saloon,  as  to  be  entirely  sub- 
ject to  a  mechanics'  lien  for  the  erection 
thereof.  Tunis  v.  Lakeport  Agri.  Park 
Asso.  98  Cal.  285,  33  Pac.  63.  The  court 
hero  said :  "The  uses  to  which  a  building  is 
to  be  put  must  manifestly,  many  times,  de- 
termine the  quantity  of  land  necessary  to 
the  convenient  use  and  occupation  thereof. 
If  erected  as  a  mill  for  sawing  lumber,  the 
space  required  for  a  log  and  lumber  yard 
would  be  regarded  as  necessary  to  its  use, 
while  like  space  around  a  similar  building 
for  a  watch  factory  might  not  be  at  all  nec- 
essary. This  thing  sliould  be  borne  in  mind; 
it  is  for  the  convenient  use  and  occupation 
of  the  building  that  the  land  about  the 
same  is  given  by  our  statute;  a  flouring 
mill  erected  upon  a  large  grain  ranch  would 
require  a  given  space  around  it  for  the  pur- 
poses incidental  to  its  operations;  it  might 
require  the  whole  ranch  to  create  business 
for  it,  but  it  would  not  follow,  under  our 
statute,  that  the  entire  ranch  would  be  sub- 
ject to  a  lien  for  its  erection." 

Under  the  statute,  the  lien  of  persons  who 
furnish  materials  for  the  construction  of  a 
dwelling  upon  part  of  the  lots  into  which 
a  tract  occupied  by  a  liomestead  has  been 
divided  does  not  extend  beyond  the  lots  upon 
which  the  building  is  placed,  if  they  are 
the  only  ones  tlint  are  necessary  for  the 
convenient  use  and  occupation  of  it.  Vol- 
ker-Scowcroft  Lumber  Co.  v.  Vance  (Utah) 
24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  321,  103  Pac.  970. 

And  the  statute  does  not  contemplate  that 
sufficient  Ifind  around  a  dwelling  house  to 
support  the  owner  while  living  there  sbsll 
be  subject  to  the  lien,  so, it  is  error  to  de- 
cree the  sale  of  40  acres  of  land  to  satisfy 
a  mechanics'  lien  for  the  construction  of  a 
dwelling  house.  Cowan  v.  Griffith,  108  Cal. 
224,  40  Am.  St.  Bep.  82,  41  Pac.  42. 

A  graveyard  adjoining  the  lot  upon  which 
a  church  edifice  is  erected  is  not  necessary 
for  the  convenient  use  of  the  church,  and 
a  lien  for  the  construction  of  the  church 
will  not  extend  thereto,  especially  where  it 
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waa  used  as  a  place  of  sepulture  long  be- 
fore the  church  was  erected.  ■  Beam  v.  First 
M.  £.  Church,  3  Clark  (Pa.)  343. 

Where  the  statute  provides  that  the  lien 
shall  extend  to  the  ground  covered  by  the 
building  and  to  such  other  ground  immedi- 
ately adjacent  thereto  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  ordinary  and  useful  purposes  of  the 
building,  a  lien  for  buildings  to  be  used  as  a 
school  of  agriculture  and  domestic  science, 
erected  on  a  tract  of  200  acres  comprising 
one  of  three  distinct  farms  united  under 
one  ownership  and  embracing  1,700  acres, 
should  be  confined  to  the  200-acre  tract. 
Filston  Farm  Co.  v.  Henderson,  106  Md. 
336,  67  Atl.  228. 

A  lien  cannot  be  enforced  against  a  hotel 
and  a  lot  upon  which  it  stands,  for  equip- 
ment for  a  power  house  located  1,700  feet 
away  on  an  entirely  separate  lot,  where  it 
was  built  not  solely  as  a  part  of  the  hotel, 
but  also  with  a  view  to  furnishing  water, 
heat,  light,  and  power  to  outsiders,  although 
such  service  has  not  yet  been  rendered. 
Worthington  v.  Cambridge  Springs  Co.  24 
Pa.  Co.  Ct.  281. 

In  Tibbctts  y.  Moore,  23  Cal.  213,  where 
the  description  in  the  complaint  and  notice 
of  lien  was  in  the  terms  of  the  statute,  and 
the  deciee  did  not  specify  the  amount  of 
land  covered  by  the  lien,  the  court  doubted 
whether  a  purchaser  under  the  decree  would 
acquire  any  land  beyond  that  covered  by  tire 
building  erected.  To  the  snme  effect  is  Sid- 
linger  V.  Kerkow,  82  Cal.  42,  22  Pac.  032. 


PENNSYLVANIA    SVPRESfE   COURT. 

MAX  GUNZBURGER, 

V. 

MILES  ROSENTHAL,  Appt. 
(226  Pa.  300,  75  Atl.  418.) 

Trover  —  rlplit  to  maintain  —  npent. 

1.  A  sales  agent  who  delivers  property  to 
a  vendee  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  sale 
by  his  principal,  with  the  understanding 
that  it  is  to  be  returned  to  him  in  case  the 
contract  is  disproved,  has  such  an  interest 
in  it  that  he  may  maintain  an  action  for 
conversion  in  case  the  purchaser  refuses  to 
return  it  to  him  upon  disapproval  of  the 
sale. 

Bviclenco  —  explanation  of  writing  — 
sale. 

2.  A  memoradum  of  sale  of  personal  prop- 
erty delivered  by  an  agent  to  a  purchaser 
may  be  shown  by  parol  evidence  to  have 
been  delivered  subject  to  approval  by  the 
principal. 

(January  3,  1010.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  jud|»ment 
of  the  (Jourt  of  Common  Pleo-s  No.  4, 
for  Allegheny  County  in  plaintilT's  favor  in 
an  action  brought  to  rccuvcr  the  value  of] 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


certain  goods  alleged  to  have  been  conTcrtcd 
by  defendant.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  W.  W.  Stoner  and  A.  C.  Stein, 
for  appellant: 

A  traveling  salesman  who  carries  a  line 
of  goods  belonging  to  the  house  be  repre- 
sents, and  who  delivers  the  goods  to  a  cui- 
tomcr,  pursuant  to  an  agreement  of  sal?, 
has  not  such  ah  interest  in  the  goods  at  en- 
titles him  to  maintain  an  action  in  his  own 
name  for  their  recovery. 

Wells  V.  Stewart,  6  Binn.  325;  Boot  v. 
Muhr,  19  W.  N.  C.  403;  Green  v.  Clark, 
6  Denio,  497;  White  v.  Choteau,  10  Barb. 
202;  Buckbee  v.  Brown,  21  Wend.  110; 
Baltimore  &  P.  S.  B.  Co.  v.  Atkins,  22  Pt 
527;  Com.  ex  rel.  Laning  ▼.  Wilkes-Barre 
Gas  Co.  G  Luzerne  Leg.  Reg.  328;  Fox  t. 
Pray,  2  Miles  (Pa.)  333;  Brownell  v. 
Manchester,  18  Mass.  232;  Luddea  t. 
Leavitt,  9  Mass.  104,  6  Am.  Dee.  4S. 

Mr.  Joseph  Stadtfcld,  for  appellee: 

The  delivery  of  personal  property  may  be 
under  some  contract  which  creates  a  bail- 
ment for  the  time  being,  although  permit- 
ting the  bailee,  at  hia  option,  to  turn  the 
transaction  afterwards  into  a  sale. 

Schouler,  Bailments,  §  3. 

No  title  passes  on  delivery  pending  a  finsl 
settlement  of  terms. 

Landry  v.  Thomas,  3  Phila.  300;  Hender- 
son V.  Lauck,  21  Pa.  359;  Miller  v.  Mini- 
hall,  .34  Phila.  Leg.  Int.  321. 

A  bailee  of  property  may  maintain  an  le- 


Note.  —  Right  of  agent  who  was  in  pos- 
session of  personal  property  to  main- 
tain action  for  converaion. 

Tliis  note  is  restricted  to  a  discussion  of 
the  right  of  an  agent  to  sue  for  conversion 
of  his  principal's  property,  and  does  not 
treat  of  the  right  of  bailees,  servants,  etc, 
to  sue;  nor  of  the  rights  of  sheriffs  when 
property  seised  has  been  wrongfully  taken 
from  them.  Neither  does  it  treat  of  tht 
right  of  agents  to  sue  in  some  other  form  *t 
action,  such  as  replevin  or  trespass. 

One  having  tiie  goods  of  another  in  hi* 
possession  t*  sell  on  commission  may  main- 
tain an  action  for  damage  done  to  them  or 
for  their  destruction  while  in  his  posse*- 
sion.  Robinson  v.  Webb,  1 1  Bush,  464 :  Bos- 
ton &  M.  R.  Co.  V.  Warrior  Mower  Co.  7* 
Me.  251;  Porter  v.  Schendel,  25  Misc.  778, 
55  N.  Y.  Supp.  002. 

Or  while  in  the  custody  of  a  third  person, 
subject  to  his  csntrol.  Gorum  v.  Carey,  1 
Abb.  Pr.  285. 

Where  an  agent  for  several  wholesale  mer- 
chants receives  from  a  retailer  to  whom 
they  had  sold  goods  a  portion  of  his  stock 
in  payment  of  their  claims,  an  action  for 
the  conversion  of  such  goods  while  in  tlir 
possession  of  the  agent  may  be  prosecuted 
in  the  name  of  the  agent  alone,  or  vith  his 
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lion  against  any  stranger  or  third  party 
for  loss,  injury,  or  conversion  of  tlie  same. 

Edwards,  Bailments,  Sec.  103;  Hale,  Bail- 
ments, p.  160. 

The  gist  of  the  action  of  trover  is  the  in- 
jury to  the  right  of  possession. 

28  Am.  ft  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  659. 

Though  a  mere  servant  has  not  sucli  a 
special  property  as  will  enable  him  to  main- 
tain trover,  yet  a  bailee  or  trustee,  or  any 
other  person  who  is  responsible  to  his  prin- 
cipal, may  maintain  the  action,  and  the 
lawful  possession  of  the  goods  is  prima  facie 
evidence  of  property. 

Cooley,  Torts,  841;  Faulkner  v.  Brown, 
13  Wend.  63;  Wilbraham  v.  Snow,  2  Wms' 
Saund.  47;  Armory  v.  Delamire,  1  Strange, 
605. 

The  bailee  may  recover  full  value. 

Lyie  V  Barker,  5  Binn.  457;  Heydon  ft 
Smith's  Case,  13  Coke,  60;  Harris  v.  Smith, 
3  Serg.  ft  B.  20. 

Potter  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  was  an  action  of  trespass  brought 
to  recover  the  value  of  certain  jewelry 
which  plaintiff  alleged  had  been  unlawfully 
converted  by  the  defendant  to  his  use,  and 
to  which  plaintiff  claimed  the  right  of  pos- 
session as  bailee  of  the  owner.  The  causs 
of  action  being  the  alleged  wrongful  conver- 
sion of  the  jewelry  which  had  come  lawful- 
ly into  the  hands  of  the  defendant,  the  rules 
governing  the  common-law  action  of  trover 
and  conversion  apply.  Counsel  for  both 
parties  conceded  this  in  their  agreement.  The 
testimony  of  the  plaintiff  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  goods  which  are  the  subject  of  tlip 
suit  were  left  with  the  defendant  upon  tlie 
express  agreement  that  they  were  to  be  held 


until  plaintiff  could  communicate  with  his 
employers,  and  if  they  did  not  approve  of  a 
sale  upon  the  terms  offered  the  goods  were 
t«  be  returned;  that  tlie  terms  of  sale  were 
not  approved,  and  that  defendant,  after  be- 
ing so  notified,  refused  to  return  the  goods 
when  demand  was  made  for  them.  That  this 
testimony,  if  believed  by  the  jury,  was  suf- 
ficient to  maintain  an  action  of  trover,  was 
not  denied.  The  contention  of  appellant  is 
that  the  plaintiff  had  no  such  interest  in 
the  goods  as  would  enable  him  to  maintain 
an  action  to  recover  them,  or  damages  for 
their  conversion.  We  do  not  agree  with 
this  contention ;  for,  under  the  evidence,  the 
plaintiff  had  actual  possession  of  the  chat- 
tels, and  he  also  had  such  special  property 
in  them  as  entitled  him  to  hold  them 
against  everyone  except  his  principals.  As 
against  a  stranger,  possession  alone  is 
good,  and,  in  such  case,  the  plaintiff  need 
prove  no  more  than  possession.  The  au- 
thorities abundantly  sustain  this  principle. 
Tims,  in  3  Elliott  on  Evidence,  lOOS,  | 
2664,  it  is  said:  "A  sufficient  right  of 
property  may  appear  when  the  plaintiff 
shows  that  he  has  gained  an  apparently 
rightful  possession.  Such  a  possession  is 
evidence  of  property,  and  whoever,  by  force 
or  fraud,  intercepts  it  without  being  able 
to  show  any  right  in  himself,  is  liable  to 
this  action  [trover];"  and  in  2  Cooley  on 
Torts,  3d  ed.  1006,  851,  §  620,  appears  this 
statement:  "When,  therefore,  it  is  said  that 
the  plaintiff  in  trover  must  have  had,  at  the 
time  of  the  oonversion,  the  right  to  the 
property,  and  also  a  right  of  possession, 
noti.ing  more  can  be  intended  than  this, — 
that  the  right  of  which  he  complains  he  Iins 
been  deprived  must  have  been  eitlicr  a  right 
actually  in  possession  or  a  right  immediate- 


principals  joined.  Triplett  v.  Morris,  18 
Tex.  Civ.  App.  60,  44  S.  W.  684. 

Where  by  statute  a  cotton  factor  is  given 
a  lien  for  the  unpaid  purchase  money  of 
cotton  sold  by  him,  and  is  authorized  to 
take  possession  of  the  cotton  and  sell  it 
and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  payment  of 
the  purchase  money  due  him  therefor,  he 
may  maintain  trover  for  its  conversion  by  a 
purchaser  from  his  vendee,  when  the  pur- 
chase price  has  not  been  paid.  Beyer  v. 
Bush,  50  Ala.  19. 

One  to  whom  the  owner  of  goods  intrusts 
them  to  be  forwarded  to  him  by  vessel  has 
such  special  property  in  thft  goods  as  will 
enable  him  to  mainUiin  trover  against  one 
converting  them  before  they  have  been  de- 
livered to  the  vessel  man.  Sanford  v. 
Bowles,  0  K.  S.  304. 

But  in  Mitchell  v.  Georgia  ft  A.  R.  Co. 
Ill  Ga.  760,  51  l.,.R.A.  622,  36  S.  E.  fl71,  it 
was  held  by  a  divided  court  that  one  who 
had  possession  of  property  as  agent  for  his 
wife,  with  power  of  sale,  could  not  piaintain 
trover  against  a  railroad  company  which 
26  IiJl.A.(N.S.) 


had  converted  it,  notwithstanding  a  statu- 
tory provision  that  "mere  possession  of 
a  chattel,  if  without  title,  or  wrongfully, 
will  give  a  right  of  action  for  any  interfer- 
ence therewith,  except  as  against  the  true 
owner,"  for  a  conversion  committed  in  re- 
spect to  it,  since  such  possession  must  be 
in  the  plaintiff's  own  right  and  not  as  agent 
of  another;  and  notwithstanding  another 
provision  that  "an  agent  having  possession, 
actual  or  constructive,  of  the  property  of 
his  principal,  has  a  right  of  action  for  any 
interference  with  that  possession  by  third 
IKTSons,"  since  the  word  "agent"  is  to  ha 
cnsstrucd  as  moaning  an  agent  who  has  a 
property,  either  general  or  special,  in  the 
|)ersonalty  in  his  possession,  which  the  hus- 
band was  held  in  this  case  not  to  have. 

As  to  right  of  agent,  factor,  etc.,  to  whom 
goods  are  conveyed  for  sale,  to  maintain 
action  against  common  carrier  for  damage 
or  loss  of  goods' during  transit,  see  note  to 
(irinnell-ColIins  Co.  v.  Chicago,  M.  ft  St.  P. 
R.  Co.  ante,  437. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


842 


PENNSYLVANIA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Fb, 


ly  to  take  possession;  it  is  not  enough  that 
it  be  merely  a  right  in  action  or  a  right  to 
take  possession  at  some  future  day.  If.  then, 
the  plaintiff  shows  that  property  in  his  pos- 
session has  been  taken  and  converted,  be 
shows  prima  facie  his  right  to  maintain  tlie 
suit."  In  the  present  case  the  plaintiff  as 
agent  was  intrusted  with  the  possession  of 
the  goods  by  his  principals,  for  the  purpose 
of  sale,  and  this  gave  him  a  special  interest 
in  them,  which  entitles  him  to  maintain 
this  action  for  their  conversion. 

In  the  light  of  the  evidence  explaining 
the  conditions  under  which  it  was  issued, 
there  is  no  merit  in  the  suggestion  that  the 
memorandum  given  by  plaintiff  to  defend- 
ant was  conclusive  evidence  of  a  sale  and 
delivery  of  the  goods  described  in  it.  Plain- 
tiff testified  that  this  memorandum  was  giv- 
en to  defendant  upon  condition  that  his  em- 
ployers would  agree  to  the  terms  offered.  If 
the  jury  believed  his  statement  in  this  re- 
spect, there  was  no  basis  upon  which  they 
could  find  that  the  memorandum  was  evi- 
dence of  a  sale.  Plainiff  further  testified 
that  he  had  no  authority  to  sell  upon  the 
terms  proposed  by  the  defendant,  and  that 
he  so  informed  him  at  the  time.  Under  the 
evidence  of  the  plaintiff  the  memorandum 
was  nothing  more  than  the  statement  of  an 
offer  by  the  defendant,  to  be  submitted  by 
the  plaintiff  to  his  principals  for  approval. 

The  assignments  of  error  are  overruled, 
and  the  judgment  is  affirmed. 


WISCONSIN  SUPREftfE  COURT. 

WILLIAM  BENZ  et  al.,  AppU., 

V. 

C.  J.   KREMER,   State   Bakery   Inspector, 
et  al.,  Respts. 

(—  Wis.  — ,  125  N.  W.  09.) 

Injnnction  —  cnforcoment  of  statute. 

1.  Equity  will  not  take  jurisdiction  to 
enjoin  the  enforcement  of  an  unconstitu- 
tional law  at  the  suit  of  one  who  does  not 
show  himself  to  be  injured  by  it. 
Ifcnlth  ^  bakery  ^  location  ^  regula- 
tion. 

2.  The  state  may,  under  its  police  power, 
forbid  the  establishment  or  operation  of 
bakeries  in  a  room  tlie  floor  of  which  is 
more  than  5  feet  below  the  level  of  the 
surface  of  the  adjacent  ground. 

Same  ^  cxceiitlon  ^cnforrenicnt. 

3.  That  the  conditions  in  an  isolated  case 
are  such  as  to  make  unnecpssary  the  en 
forcement  of  a  health  ordinance  will  not 
prevent  its  enforcement,  if  it  is  within  a 
general  clause  to  wliich  the  ordinance  is  ap- 
plicable. 

(Marshall,  J.,  dissents.) 

(February  22,  1910.) 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


•  A  PPEAL  by  plaintiffs  from  an  order  of  the 
ix  Circuit  Court  for  Dane  County  sustain- 
ing a  demurrer  to  the  complaint  in  an  ac- 
tion brought  to  restrain  enforcement  of  the 
Wisconsin  bakery  and  confectionery  law  and 
to  determine  the  constitutionality  thereof. 
Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Kerwin,  J.: 

This  action  was  brought  by  one  XakieUki, 
owner,  and  one  Benz,  tenant,  of  a  certain 
bakery  building  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee, 
against  the  defendant  Kremer,  as  state  bak- 
ery inspector,  and  Beck,  commissioner  of 
labor  and  industrial  statistics,  to  restrain 
them  from  in  any  manner  interfering  with 
the  plaintiffs  in  the  use  and  enjoyment  of 
the  property  in  question,  and  descrilied  in 
the  complaint,  and  from  interfering  with  the 
plaintiff  Benz  in  conducting  and  carrying 
on  a  bakery  business  on  the  premises  de- 
scribed, under  a  lease  with  the  plaintiff 
Nakielski,  and  enjoining  them  from  making 
complaint  or  arresting  the  plaintiff  Benz, 
his  agents  or  servants,  for  alleged  violation 
of  chapter  230,  Laws  1903,  as  amended  by 
chapters  486,  530,  Laws  1907,  and  from 
prosecuting  the  action  already  commenced 
against  said  Benz,  except  to  adjourn  such 
prosecution  from  time  to  time  until  the  ter- 
mination of  this  action.  The  complaint  is 
very  voluminous,  and  sets  out  in  great  de- 
tail many  grounds  upon  which  it  is  claimed 
that  the  law  in  question,  above  rcferreJ  t) 
and  commonly  known  as  the  "bakery  and 
confectionery     law,"     is     unconstitutional. 


Note.  —  Power  to  regulate  the  location 
or  condition  of  bakerlea. 

This  note  does  not  cover  the  power  of  the 
state  or  municipality  to  require  the  pro- 
prietors of  bakeries  to  obt.iin  license,  or 
their  right  to  regulate  the  hours  of  labor 
of  those  employed  in  such  establishments. 
As  to  the  latter  question,  see  note  to  .Peojtle 
v.  Williams,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1130,  and  Ex 
parte  Martin,  ante,  242. 

A  search  has  disclosed  but  one  additional 
case  dealing  with  the  power  of  the  state  or 
muniripality  to  regulate  the  location  or 
condition  of  bakeries. 

In  State  v.  Miksicek  (Mo.)  125  S.  W. 
907,  a  statute  providing  that  "all  rooms  or 
buildings  occupied  as  biscuit,  bread,  or  cake 
bakeries  shall  be  drained  and  plumbed  in 
a  manner  to  conduce  to  the  proper  and 
healthful  sanitary  condition  thereof,  and 
constructed  with  air  shafts,  windows,  or 
ventilating  pipes,  sufficient  to  insure  ven- 
tilation," was  held  invalid  as  class  legisla- 
tion, since  it  was  not  made  to  apply  equally 
to  bakeries  engaged  in  making  pic,  pastry, 
crackers,  etc.  The  court  said :  "So,  it  may 
be  said  in  the  case  at  bar  as  to  the  provi- 
sions of  §  10,080,  those  persons  engaged  in 
the  bakery  business  who  confine  their  busi- 
ness to  the  baking  of  biscuit,  bread,  or  cake 
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therefore  cannot  be  enforced.  The  complaint 
all^nes  that  license  was  refused  after  due  ap- 
plication made  therefore,  on  the  ground  that 
the  bakery  in  question  was  establiabed  in  a 
room,  the  floor  of  which  was  more  than  5 
feet  below  the  level  of  the  street  and  side- 
walk, and  that  this  was  the  only  objection 
to  granting  the  license;  that  the  bakery  in 
question  was  constructed  after  the  passage 
of  the  law  prohibiting  the  floors  in  bakeries 
from  being  more  than  5  feet  below  the  level 
of  the  street;  that  arrests  had  been  made  on 
two  occasions  before  tlie  commencement  of 
this  action,  for  the  sole  reason  that  the  floor 
in  the  plaintiff's  bakery  was  more  than  5 
feet  below  the  level  of  the  street,  and  daily 
arrests  were  threatened  thereafter  if  a 
change  were  not  made  so  as  to  bring  the 
floor  within  the  compliance  of  the  law.  Ths 
defendants  demurred  to  the  complaint:  (1) 
For  want  of  facts  suflicient  to  constitute  a 
cause  of  action;  (2)  for  defect  of  parties 
plaintiff,  in  that  the  plaintiff  Nakielski  is 
improperly  joined  as  plaintiff;  and  (3)  that 
two  separate  and  distinct  causes  of  action 
have  been  improperly  united.  From  an 
order  sustaining  the  demurrer,  this  appeal 
was  taken. 

Mr.  Morits  Wlttlg  for  appellants. 

Mr.  Henry  E.  Foelskc,  as  amicus  curice: 

The  legislature  may  not,  under  the  guise 
of  protecting  the  public  interests,  arbitrarily 
interfere  with  private  business  or  impose 
unusual  and  unnecessary  restrictions  upon 
lawful  occupations. 

Lawton  v.  Steele,  1S2  U.  S.  133,  38  L.  ed. 
385,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  490;  Calder  t.  Bull, 
3  Dall.  386,  1  L.  ed.  648. 

It  is  beyond  the  power  of  the  legislature 


by  its  simple  flat  to  make  that  a  nuisance 
which  is  not  so  in  fact. 

Yates  V.  Milwaukee,  10  Wall.  505,  19  L. 
ed.  986. 

The  attempted  discrimination  between  old 
and  new  shops  is  fatal. 

Bonnett  v.  Vallier,  136  Wis.  193,  17 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  480,  128  Am.  St.  Rep.  1001, 
116  N.  W.  885;  Health  Dept.  v.  Trinity 
Church,  145  N.  Y.  32,  27  L.H.A.  710,  46  Am. 
St.  Rep.  679,  39  N.  E.  833. 

Messrs.  P.  li.  Gilbert,  Attorney  General, 
and  A.  C.  Titus,  for  respondents: 

Plaintiffs  should  not  be  permitted  to  at- 
tack the  constitutiooality  of  the  act  by  on 
equitable  action  and  injunction. 

Wadhams  Oil  Co.  v.  Tracy  (Wis.)  123  N. 
W.  786. 

The  act  contains  no  provision  which  un- 
reasonably interferes  with  property  or  the 
right  of  citizens. 

Health  Dept.  v.  Trinity  Church,  145  N.  Y. 
32,  27  L.R.A.  710,  45  Am.  St.  Rep.  579,  39 
N.  E.  833;  Tenement  House  Dept.  v.  Moes- 
chcn,  179  N.  Y.  325,  70  L.R.A.  704,  103  Am. 
St.  Rep.  910,  72  N.  E.  231,  1  A.  &  E  Ann. 
Cas.  439 ;  Durkce  v.  Janesville,  28  Wis.  464, 
9  Am.  Rep.  500;  State  v.  Heinemann,  80 
Wis.  253,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  34,  49  K  W.  818; 
State  e.\  rel.  Adams  v.  Burdge,  96  Wis.  390, 
37  L.R.A.  157,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  123,  70  N. 
W.  347 ;  State  ex  rel.  Winkler  v.  Benzenberg, 
101  Wis.  172,  76  N.  W.  345;  State  ex  rel. 
Kellogg  V.  Currens,  111  Wis.  431,  50  r,.R.A. 
252,  87  N.  W.  501 ;  State  ex  rel.  Zillmer  v. 
Kreutzberg,  114  Wis.  530,  68  L.R.A.  748,  91 
Am.  St.  Rep.  934,  90  N.  W.  1098;  State  ex 
rel.  Milwaukee  Medical  College  v.  Chitten- 
den, 127  Wis.  468,  107  N.  W.  500;  State  v. 
Wisconsin  C.  R.  Co.  128  Wis.  79,  107  N.  W. 


must  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  sec- 
tion of  the  statute  concerning  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  rooms  or  buildings  occu 
pied  by  them  in  the  pursuit  of  their  busi- 
ness, and  a  failure  upon  their  part  to  have 
the  buildings  or  rooms  properly  drained  and 
plumbed  and  constructed  with  air  shafts, 
windows,  or  ventilating  pipes  renders  them 
subject  to  prosecution  and  conviction,  while 
other  members  of  the  same  class — that  is, 
such  bakeries  as  make  pies,  pastry,  and 
crackers,  and  confectioneries — are  immune 
from  any  punishment  by  reason  of  their 
failure  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
§  10,089.  The  discrimination  is  so  appar- 
ent in  the  provisions  of  this  section  that,  if 
the  uniform  rules  of  this  court  are  longer 
to  be  regarded  as  precedents,  we  see  no  es- 
cape from  the  conclusion  that  this  section 
of  the  statute  must  be  condemned  for  the 
reason  that  it  discriminates  between  per- 
sons belonging  to  the  same  class.  This 
court  has  uniformly  upheld  all  legislation 
along  the  line  of  police  regulations,  and  the 
regulation  of  certain  business  pursuits, 
which  sought  to  protect  the  health,  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


morals,  and  the  interests  of  the  public, 
where  such  laws  were  directed  to  and  em- 
braced all  persons,  associations,  or  corpora- 
tions belonging  to  a  certain  cla.s8  to  whom 
such  laws  could  reasonably  be  made  ap- 
plicable; but,  on  the  other  hand,  where  a 
statute,  as  in  the  case  at  bar,  so  manifestly 
discriminates  betwe<>n  persons  or  associa- 
tions belonging  to  the  same  class,  we  have 
always  felt  tliat  if  the  organic  law  of  the 
state  was  to  be  regarded  as  having  any 
force  or  vitality,  and  is  longer  to  furnish 
any  guide  to  .the  lawmaking  power  in  the 
enactment  of  legislation,  such  statutes 
should  be  unhesitatingly  condemned.  If  the 
bakery  business  is  recognized  as  an  un- 
healthy pursuit  for  those  who  actually  en- 
gage in  the  operation  of  the  work,  it  is  not 
a  difficult  matter  to  enact  a  law  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  health  of  those  engaged  in 
such  work  by  making  it  opplicable  to  all 
I.ersons,  assncintions,  or  corporations  en- 
gaged in  the  bakery  business.  In  other 
words,  let  the  law  embrace  all  bakers  in  a 
class,  covering  every  feature  and  character 
of  the  output  or  products  of  their  bakeries." 
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295;  State  t.  Sedmon,  134  Wig.  89,  14 
L.R.A.  (N.S.)  229,  120  Am.  St.  Rep.  1003, 
114  N.  W.  137,  15  A.  &.  E.  Ann.  Cas  408; 
Bonnett  v.  Vallier,  136  Wis.  193,  17  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  486,  128  Am.  St.  Rep.  1001,  116  N. 
W.    885. 

Classification  may  be  arbitrary,  and  is  for 
tlie   legislature   to   determine. 

Kiley  v.  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  Co.  138 
Wis.  215,  119  N.  W.  309,  120  N.  W.  750; 
State  V.  Evans,  130  Wis.  381, 110  N.  W.  241. 

That  police  regulations  conflict  with  prop- 
erty rights  and  even  with  contracts  does  not 
necessarily  render  them  unconstitutional. 

Boston  Beer  Co.  v.  Massachusetts,  97  U. 
S.  25,  32,  24  L.  ed.  989,  991. 

Kerwln,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

While  the  complaint  avers  in  great  detail 
numerous  grounds  upon  which  it  is  claimed 
the  law  attacked  is  unconstitutional  and 
void,  the  scope  of  investigation  here  is 
greatly  narrowed  by  particular  allegations. 
The  only  ground  for  refusal  of  license  in 
this  case,  heuce  prosecution  for  carrying  on 
the  baJvcry  business  on  the  premises  in 
qjicstion,  as  appears  from  tlie  complaint,  is 
that  the  plaintiff's  bakery  was  constructed 
aftor  passage  of  the  law  requiring  the  floor 
to  be  not  more  than  5  feet  below  the  level 
of  tlie  street,  and  that  the  plaintiffs  vio- 
lated the  law  by  constructing  the  bakery 
with  the  floor  more  than  6  feet  below.  No 
claim  is  made  that  the  plaintiffs  have  in  any 
other  way  violated  the  law,  or  that  any 
prosecution  is  threatened  or  has  been  or 
will  be  maintained  to  enjoin  such  prosecu- 
tions. 

It  is  a  general  rule  that  a  court  of  equity 
will  not  take  jurisdiction  to  enjoin  enforce- 
ment of  the  criminal  law;  but  there  are 
some  exceptions  to  this  general  rule,  and  it 
has  been  hold  that,  where  property  rights 
are  being  destroyed  or  threatened  with  de- 
struction by  action  under  a  void  ordinance 
or  law,  courts  of  equity  will  take  jurisdic- 
tion to  prevent  the  injiiry  or  dcstriiction  in 
a  proper  case.  Joseph  Schlitz  Brewing  Co. 
V.  Superior,  117  Wis.  297,  93  N.  W.  1120; 
Milwaukee  Electric  R.  &  Light  Co.  v.  Brad- 
ley, 108  Wis.  407,  84  N.  W.  870;  Ex  parte 
Young,  200  U.  S.  123,  52  L.  ed.  714,  13 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  932,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  441,  14 
A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  704;  Bonnett  v.  Vallier, 
136  Wis.  193,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  480,  128  Am. 
St.  Rep.  1001,  110  N.  W.  885.  And  in  a 
proper  ease  courts  of  equity  will  enjoin  en- 
forcement of  on  unconstitutional  law.  Bon- 
nett V.  Vallier  and  Ex  parte  Young,  supra. 
Courts  of  equity,  however,  will  not  take  ju- 
risdiction to  enjoin  the  enforcement  of  an 
unconstitutional  law  at  the  suit  of  one  who 
does  not  show  himself  injured  by  it.  Sta-te 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


ex  rel.  Kellogg  v.  Currens,  111  Wis.  442,  58 
L.R.A.  252,  87  N.  W.  561;  Strange  v.  Ocon- 
to Land  Co.  136  Wis.  524,  117  N.  W.  1023; 
Wadliams  Oil  Co.  v.  Tracy  (Wis.)  123  N. 
W.  785;  State  ex  rel.  Rosenhein  v.  Frear, 
138  Wis.  173,  119  X.  W.  894;  Jones  v.  Black, 
48  Ala.  542;  Kansas  City  v.  Union  P.  R. 
Co.  (Kansas  City  v.  Clark)  59  Kan.  427, 
52  L.R.A.  321,  53  Pac.  468;  Franklin  Coun- 
ty v.  State,  24  Fla.  58,  12  Am.  St.  Rep.  183, 
3  So.  471;  McGinness  v.  Davis,  7  Idaho,  665, 
65  Pac.  364;  Gibbs  v.  Ureen,  54  Miss.  608. 
Tlie  foregoing  cases  very  clearly  illustrate 
the  principle.  In  Wadhams  Oil  Co.  v. 
Tracy,  supra,  the  action  was  brought  to  en- 
join execution  of  chapter  363,  Laws  1909, 
upon  the  ground  tliat  it  was  unconstitution- 
al. At  page  787  of  123  N.  VV.  this  court 
said :  "Doubtless,  when  an  enactment  is 
wholly  or  in  greater  part  unconstitutional 
or  in  such  part  void  that  it  is  clear  the  per- 
son invoking  equitable  interference  against 
persona  aBsumiiig  to  have  authority,  as  pub- 
lic ollicers,  to  enforce  it,  has  no  other  way  of 
adequately  remedying  the  wrong,  tlic  doors 
of  that  ultimate  resort  should  swing  open 
freely.  But  it  will  not  do  to  make  of  the 
courts  by  equitable  interference  a  sort  of 
superior  upper  house  to  consider  and  pass, 
in  general  and  particular  as  well,  upon  legis 
lative  enactments,  as  the  court  is  request- 
ed to  do  in  this  case.  If  an  enactment  in 
its  general  scope  and  dominant  particulars 
is  legitimate,  as  a  general  rule,  equity  juris- 
diction for  on  attack  upon  the  law  should 
not  be  invokable  to  test  mere  minor  fea- 
tures, but  they  should  be  left  to  their  fate 
as  cases  arise  specially  involving  them." 

In  State  ex  rel.  Rosenhein  v.  Frear,  138 
Wis.  173,  176,  119  N.  W.  894,  895,  it  is  said: 
"Sound  judicial  policy  precludes  the  court 
from  considering  the  question  of  the  consti- 
tutionality of  a  legislative  act,  unless  a  de- 
cision respecting  its  validity  is  essential  to 
the  determination  of  some  controversy  call- 
ing for  judicial  solution."  And  in  State  ex 
rel.  Kellogg  v.  Currens  and  Strange  v.  Ocon- 
to Land  Co.,  supra,  it  is  held  that  one  can- 
not be  heard  to  assail  as  unconstitutional 
a  law  which  does  not  affect  him  injuriously. 
To  the  some  effect  are  authorities  in  other 
states.  In  Kansas  City  v.  Union  P.  R.  Co. 
supra,  it  is  held  that  one  cannot  be  heard 
to  complain  against  a  statute  which  dis- 
criminates between  classes  of  persons  in  the 
imposition  of  burdens  as  being  a  denial  of 
the  equal  protection  of  the  laws,  unless  he 
belongs  to  one  of  the  classes  discriminated 
against.  In  Gibbs  v.  Green,  54  Miss.  608, 
612,  the  doctrine  is  thus  stated:  "Neither 
an  executive  nor  a  ministerial  officer  con  be 
enjoined  generally  from  putting  a  law  in 
force.  Mississippi  v.  Johnson,  4  Wall.  475, 
18  L.  ed.  437.     The  complainant  who  seeks 
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an  injunction  must  be  able  to  specify  gome 
particular  act,  the  performajice  of  which 
will  damnify  him,  and  it  is  8uch  act  alone 
that  he  can  restrain.  This  court  has  no 
power  to  examine  an  act  of  the  legislature 
frenerallj  and  declare  it  unconstitutional. 
The  limit  of  our  authority  in  this  respect 
is  to  disregard,  as  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, any  act  or  part  of  aa  act  which 
stands  in  the  way  of  the  i«ga.l  rights  of  a 
suitor  before  us;  but  a  suitor  who  calls  up- 
on a  court  of  chancery  to  arrest  the  perform- 
ance of  a  duty  imposed  by  the  legislature 
upon  a  public  ofBcer  must  show  conclusive- 
ly not  only  that  the  act  about  to  be  per- 
formed is  unconstitutional,  but  also  that  it 
will  inflict  a  direct  injury  upon  him." 

As  appears  from  the  allegations  of  the 
complaint,  the  only  provision  of  the  law  at- 
taclced  as  unconstitutional  which  affects  the 
plaintifTs  injuriously  is  the  following:  "Sec. 
1d3G — 63.  After  the  passage  of  this  act  no 
new  bakery  or  confectionery  establishment 
shall  be  established  or  operated  in  a  room 
the  floor  of  which  is  more  than  5  feet  below 
the  level  of  the  street,  sidewalk,  or  adjacent 
ground."  If  this  provision -can  stand  as  a 
valid  constitutional  enactment  independent 
of  the  others,  then  the  others  become  whol- 
ly immaterial  in  this  action,  whether  consti- 
tutional or  not  under  the  authorities  here- 
tofore cited.  That  bakeries  are  within  the 
field  of  regulation  under  the  police  power  is 
unquestionable.  This  is  not  denied  by  coun- 
sel for  appellants,  aa  we  understand  their 
contention.  But  it  is  claimed  that  the  law 
under  consideration  is  an  unreasonable  in- 
vasion of  property  rights,  and  falls  within 
the  condemnation  of  the  rules  of  law  aa  laid 
down  in  Bonnett  v.  Vallier,  supra,  and  other 
cases  in  this  and  other  courts.  After  all 
that  has  been  said  by  this  court  in  the  nu- 
merous cases  which  have  come  before  it,  in 
defining  the  police  power,  and  wliat  is  and 
what  is  not  a  reasonable  exercise  of  it,  it 
would  seem  unnecessary,  if  not  useless,  to 
attempt  further  discussion  on  the  subject 
with  a  view  of  laying  down  general  rules. 
Each  case  as  it  arises  must  turn  upon  its 
own  particular  facts  under  the  rules  of  law 
laid  down  by  the  courts,  to  the  effect  that 
when  the  legislation  comes  within  the  field 
of  police  regulation  it  will  be  sustained  if 
within  the  bounds  of  reason,  although  to 
some  extent  property  rights  be  affected.  It 
would  perhaps  be  diflicult  to  imagine  a  po- 
lice regulation  which  would  not  in  some  de- 
gree affect  the  property  rights  of  persons 
coming  within  the  field  of  the  regulation. 
And  the  property  of  every  person  is  held 
subject  to  the  burden  imposed  by  such 
reasonable  regulation.  State  v.  lleine- 
mann,  80  Wis.  2.53,  27  Am.  St.  Rep. 
34,  40  N.  W.  818;  State  ex  rel. 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


Adams  r.  Burdge,  95  Wis.  398,  37  L.R.A. 
157,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  123,  70  N.  W.  347.  All 
laws  for  the  protection  of  health,  as  well 
as  for  the  quiet  of  the  person  and  the  se- 
curity of  property,  fall  within  the  general 
police  power.  State  ex  rel.  Adams  v. 
Burdge,  supra;  State  ex  rel.  Zillmer  v. 
Kreutzberg,  114  Wis.  630,  68  L.R.A.  748,  01 
Am.  St.  Rep.  934,  90  N.  W.  1098;  State  ex 
rel.  Milwaukee  Medical  Ciollege  y.  Chitten- 
den, 127  Wis.  468,  107  N.  W.  500;  State  t. 
Redmon,  134  Wis.  89,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  229, 
126  Am.  St.  Rep.  1003,  114  N.  W.  137,  15 
A.  &,  E.  Ann.  Cas.  408.  The  manifest  pur- 
pose of  the  legislature  in  passing  the  5- 
foot-limit  provision  heretofore  quoted  was  in 
the  interest  of  health, — a  health  r^ulation, 
— and  as  such  we  think  it  a  valid  exercise  of 
the  police  power.  In  State  ex  rel.  Adams  v. 
Burdge,  95  Wis.  398,  399,  37  L.R.A.  157,  60 
Am.  St.  Rep.  123,  70  N.  W.  349,  this  court 
said:  "As  the  police  power  imposes  restric- 
tions and  burdens  upon  the  natural  and 
private  rights  of  individuals,  it  necessarily 
depends  upon  the  law  for  its  support;  and, 
although  of  comprehensive  and  far-reaching 
character,  it  is  subject  to  constitutional  re- 
strictions, and,  in  general,  it  ia  the  province 
of  the  lawmaking  power  to  determine  in 
what  cases  or  upon  what  conditions  this 
power  may  be  exercised."  And  in  State  v. 
Redmon,  134  Wis.  89,  112,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
229,  126  Am.  St.  Rep.  1003,  114  N.  W.  137, 
142,  15  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  408,  the  court 
said:  "The  judgment  of  the  legislature,  of 
course,  as  to  all  of  them,  is  to  be  taken  as 
correct,  unless  it  appear  to  be  clearly  wrong, 
and  also  it  is  to  be  taken  as  true  that  its 
ostensible  is  its  actual  purpose,  unless  the 
contrary  clearly  appears."  That  places 
where  bread  stuff  for  public  consumption  is 
prepared  should  be  sanitary  would  not  be 
questioned,  nor  that  such  places  where  sun 
and  air  are  admitted  would  be  much  more 
so  than  in  basements  so  far  below  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground  as  to  practically,  or  in 
a  large  degree,  exclude  sunlight  and  an 
abundance  of  pure  air,  and  thereby  render 
the  bakery  less  sanitary  than  if  constructed 
not  more  than  5  feet  below  the  level  of  the 
street.  Obviously  such  a.  regulation  could 
not  be  held  unreasonable  when  its  purpose 
and  the  effect  of  its  observance  would  be  to 
promote  the  production  of  wholesome  food. 
But  it  is  said  that  the  plaintiff's  bak- 
ery, though  more  than  5  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  is  still  as  sanitary 
as  any  other,  because  of  the  physical  condi- 
tion of  the  location,  hence  tJiat  there  is  no 
necessity  for  enforcing  the  law  in  the  in- 
stant case.  But  individual  cases  cannot  de- 
termine the  necessity  of  a  general  law  on  the 
subject,  nor  indeed  rule  the  question  of  clas- 
sification.    Tlie  question  is  whether  in  gen- 


Digitized  byL^OOQlC 


846 


\VlSCONSIN  SUPREME  COURT. 


FE&, 


eral  the  public  health  will  be  promoted  by 
the  rule,  and  not  whether  isolated  caHes  do 
not  need  such  a  rale.  If  the  rule  be  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  health,  it  must  be  gen- 
eral and  all  within  the  class  controlled  by 
it.  State  ex  rel.  Kellogi;  v.  Currens,  111  Wis. 
442,  56  L.R.A.  252,  87  N.  W.  561;  State 
V.  Evajis,  130  Wis.  381,  110  N.  W.  241;  Ki- 
ley  V.  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  Co.  138  Wis. 
215,  119  N.  W.  309,  120  N.  W.  756;  Tene- 
ment House  Dept.  v.  Moescheu,  179  N.  Y. 
325,  70  L.R.A.  704,  103  Am.  St.  Rep.  010, 
72  N.  E.  231,  1  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  439.  In 
dealing  with  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, this  court  in  State  ex  rel.  Kellogg  v. 
Currens,  HI  Wis.  438,  439,  56  L.R.A.  252, 
87  N.  W.  564,  said :  "The  reasons  for  a  giv- 
en statute  are  for  the  legislature,  if  there 
are  any  which  can  fairly  have  weight.  They 
are  not  for  the  courts.  The  latter  have  no 
control  over  the  validity  of  a  law,  unless 
they  can  say  with  substantial  certainty  that 
no  argument  or  consideration  of  public  poli- 
cy e.\i8ts  which  could  have  weight  with  any 
reasonable  and  honest  man.  If  any  such 
argument  or  reason  can  be  suggested,  its 
weight  or  sufHciency  is  not  debatable  in  the 
courts.  The  existence  of  legitimate  and  ade- 
quate reasons  for  any  law  should  not  light- 
ly be  denied.  Human  minds  diflTer,  and  what 
may  seem  inadequate  or  irrelevant  to  one 
may  seem  cogent  to  another.  One  is  not  jus- 
tified, therefore,  in  assuming  that  all  who 
difTer  from  him  are  unreasonable  or  are 
not  acting  in  good  faith.  It  is  from  such 
considerations  as  these  that  the  courts  have 
laid  down  for  themselves  the  rule  that  only 
in  a  clear  case — clear  beyond  reasonable 
doubt — will  they  venture  to  assert  that  a 
law  is  without  reason  to  support  either  its 
purpose  or  the  classifications  it  may  make." 
The  6-foot  clause  '  of  the  law  was  con- 
sidered by  this  court  in  the  late  case  of 
State  ex  rel.  Ohienforst  v.  Beck.  139  Wis.  37, 
119  N.  W.  .300,  and,  while  the  opinion  is 
not  direct  authority  upon  the  point  involved 
here,  it  at  least  recognizes  the  right  of  the 
legislature  to  impose  such  regulation.  The 
5-foot  provision  must,  of  course,  be  a  reason- 
able regulation  in  the  light  of  the  authori- 
ties cited.  The  appellants  rely  largely  upon 
State  V.  Redmon,  134  Wis.  89,  14  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  229,  126  Am.  St.  Rep.  100.1,  114  N. 
W.  137,  15  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  408;  Bonnett 
V.  Vallier,  136  Wis.  193.  17  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
486,  128  Am.  St.  Rep.  1061,  116  N.  W.  885. 
and  Lochner  v.  New  York,  198  V.  S.  45,  40 
L.  ed.  937,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  539,  3  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  1133.  But  these  cases  are  not 
controlling  here.  In  Bonnett  v.  Vallier,  su- 
pra, the  regulations  imposed,  as  well  as  the 
penalty,  were  unreasonable,  drastic,  and  de- 
structive of  property  rights,  as  will  be  seen 
by  an  examination  of  the  opinion.  In  State 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


V.  Redmon,  supra,  the  act  was  an  unreason- 
able invasion  of  property  rights  by  attempt- 
ing to  give  the  occupant  of  a  lower  berth 
in  a  sleeping  car  control  of  the  upper  berth, 
thereby  depriving  the  owner  of  the  use  and 
enjoyment  of  his  property  without  compen- 
sation, not  in  the  interest  of  the  publi?,  but 
of  the  occupant  of  the  lower  berth ;  and  in 
Lochner  v.  New  York,  supra,  the  main  ques- 
tion upon  which  the  case  turned  was  the 
right  of  liberty  to  contract  respecting  the 
hours  of  labor,  that  a  law  limiting  the 
hours  of  labor  could  not  be  justified  as  a 
health  law  to  safeguard  the  public  health, 
or  the  health  of  the  individual  following  the 
occupation  of  a  baker. 

Other  provisions  of  the  law  are  exhaust- 
ively discussed  and  claimed  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional by  counsel  for  appellants;  but 
we  need  not  consider  them  and  do  not  de- 
cide whether  valid  or  not,  because  they  do 
not  injuriously  affect  the  appellants  here. 
We  are  convinced  that  the  provision  for  the 
violation  of  which  prosecutions  have  been 
commenced  and  are  threatened  is  a  reason- 
able and  valid  exercise  of  the  police  power, 
and  therefore  the  complaint  states  no  cause 
of  action. 

The  order  appealed  from  is  afHrmed. 

Marshall,  J.,  dissenting: 

With  general  principles  as  I  understand 
them  to  be.  statecl  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  I  do  not  dissent.  Such  principles 
have  been  so  many  times  definitely  pro- 
claimed, that  they  need  not  be  rediscussed. 
Probably  when  stated  concisely,  omitting  dis- 
cussion, where  necessary  to  be  invoked,  dan- 
ger of  that  confusion  in  which  constitution- 
al law  has  sometimes  been  involved  again 
being  created,  would  be  minimized  or  avoid- 
ed altogether,  leaving  only  opportunity  for 
divergence  of  views  as  to  whether  a  given 
situation  falls  within  or  without  them. 

I  understand  the  first  principle  at  the 
threshold  of  this  litigation  is  one  of  juris- 
diction, and  is  this:  Where  there  is  an  at- 
tempt by  an  administrative  officer  to  en- 
force an  unconstitutional  law,  it  is  within 
the  competency  of  a  court  of  equity,  at  the 
suit  of  one  who  would,  if  the  enforcement 
were  permitted,  be  permanently  injured  and 
be  without  any  other  adequate  remedy 
j  therefor,  to  enjoin  such  enforcement. 

The  next  rule  also  appertains  to  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  broad  sense  of  whether  a  court 
of  equity  ought  to  act  iu'the  particular  class 
of  situations  represented,  though  having 
the  power  to  act.  In  that  respect  it  has 
been  declared  as  a  rule  of  judicial  policy, 
that  where  a  legislative  police  regulation  is 
legitimate  as  regards  its  dominant  features, 
and  the  infirmity  appertains  to  a  minor  or 
inconsequential   detail,    the    party   claiming' 
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to  be  injured  should,  as  a  rule,  be  left  to 
such  remedy  as  he  may  have  at  law,  that, 
of  course,  admitting  of  exceptions  to  fit  ex- 
traordinary situations. 

The  next  principle  is  this:  If  a  law  con- 
taining several  features  which  are  separable, 
one  or  more  being  constitutional  and  one  or 
more  not,  and  he  who  invokes  equity  ju- 
risdiction to  enjoin  its  enforcement  only 
complains  of  threatened  injury  under  the 
former,  he  cannot  have  relief,  notwithstand- 
ing existence  of  the  latter  void  provisions; 
but  if  the  provision  of  which  he  complains 
would  be  valid  by  itself,  but  is  merely  com- 
pensatory to  or  is  so  united  with  the  other 
provisions  which  are  void  that  all  consti- 
tute one  inseparable  enactment,  then  he  may 
have  the  use  of  equity  power,  as  sought 
here,  to  condemn  the  entirety. 

The  next  principle  is  this:  Every  legisla- 
tive regulation,  ostensibly  within  the  police 
power,  which  goes  beyond  a  reasonable  reg- 
tilation  of  any  inherent  right,  is  unconstitu- 
tional not  merely  because  it  is  unreasonable, 
but  because  being  so  it  violates  some  ex- 
press provision  of  the  fundamental  law  or 
its  general  purpose  and  spirit  as  to  the  se- 
curity of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness. 

Under  those  principles,  if  the  law  in  ques- 
tion as  to  prohibiting  bake-sliops  in  base- 
ment stories  of  buildings  where  the  floor  is 
more  than  5  feet  below  the  level  of  the 
street,  that  being  the  only  feature  which  af- 
fects appellant,  is  an  unreasonable  regula- 
tion of  property  rights  and  is  a  mere  minor 
feature  of  the  entirety,  and  is  inseparable 
from  the  others,  then  one  or  more  of  such 
other  features  may  be  unconstitutional  and 
yet  equity  should  not  give  appellants  relief. 
But  if  the  particular  feature  is  not  minor 
in  character,  or  is  a  part  of  an  inseparable 
entirety,  then  equitable  interference  may 
properly  be  invoked. 

My  brethem  expressly,  or  inferentially. 
resolve  the  jurisdictional  proposition  as  to 
matters  of  fact  in  favor  of  the  respondent, 
and  so,  necessarily,  came  to  the  conclusion 
from  which  I  dissent. 

To  my  mind,  the  proposition  as  to  wheth- 
er the  prohibiti<»i  of  the  use  of  basement 
stories  of  buildings  is  destructive  instead  of 
merely  regulative  of  property  rights  should 
be  decided  in  favor  of  appellants.  I  cannot 
see  any  distinction  between  the  situation 
here  and  the  one  in  Bonnett  v.  Vallier,  13(i 
Wis.  193,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  486,  12&  Am.  St. 
Rep.  1061.  116  N.  W.  885. 

My  brethem  concede  that  if  the  case  in 
hand  falls  within  the  principles  of  the  Bon- 
nett Case,  appellants  should  prevail,  but 
fail  to  point  out  where  it  does  not  It  is 
said:  "Each  case  as  it  arises  must  turn 
upon  its  own  particular  facts  under  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


rules  of  law  laid  down  by  the  courts,"  etc. 
Certainly  it  was  not  intended  there  to  hold 
that  principles  change  according  to  the  shift- 
ing nature  of  facts,  but  only  that  whether 
any  particular  situation  falls  within  or 
without  the  scope  of  certain  principles 
depends  upon  its  particular  facts.  N^ot  that 
there  can  be  any  arbitrary  location  of  a 
particular  situation  within  or  without  the 
scope  of  the  principles  held  to  rule  as  to 
some  other,  but  that  its  status  in  that  re- 
gard must  be  determined  logically.  The 
court  cannot  properly  say  that  one  police 
regulation,  made  ostensibly  in  the  interest 
of  public  health,  unreasonably  interferes 
with  property  rights,  and  that  another 
of  the  same  general  character,  which  inter- 
feres with  property  rights  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, is  reasonable,  and  so  regulative  instead 
of  destructive. 

In  this  case  the  court  suggests  that  the 
law  in  question  is  a  health  regulation,  and 
makes  such  suggestion  in  a  way  to  leave  it 
inferable  that  Bonnett  v.  Vallier,  supra,  was 
not,  and  for  that  reason  that  the  decision  in 
that  case  is  not  a  precedent  bearing  on  this 
one.  The  fact  is  the  regulation  in  the  Bon- 
nett Case  was  a  health  regulation  pure  and 
simple.  There  is  no  way  to  distinguish  the 
cases  on  that  score.  The  one  deprived  the 
plaintiff  of  the  use  of  a  valuable  part  of  his 
lot  for  building  purposes,  thereby  taking 
away  a  part  of  his  property,  and  likewise 
affected  all  other  persons  throughout  the 
state  similarly  situated;  the  other  deprives 
appellants  from  using  a  valuable  part  of 
their  building  for  a  legitimate  business, 
thereby  taking  away  a  part  of  their  proper- 
ty rights.  In  the  one  case  it  was  not  doubt- 
ed but  that  the  regulation,  so  called,  was 
made  in  the  interest  of  public  health,  and 
that,  probably,  public  health  would  thereby 
be  promoted,  while  here  no  greater  claims 
are  made.  In  the  former  it  was  not  doubt- 
ed but  that  public  health  of  residents  of 
tenement  houses  could  be  reasonably  con- 
served without  any  such  deprivation  of 
property  rights  as  was  attempted,  and  here 
the  situation  is  the  same.  So  the  court  now 
in  suggesting  that  the  act  in  question  is  a 
health  regulation  states,  in  my  judgment, 
no  distinction  whatever  between  the  two  sit- 
uations, but  leaves  it  to  be  inferred,  it 
seems,  by  one  not  familiar  with  the  Bonnett 
Case,  that  the  mere  suggestion  of  the  pur- 
pose of  the  law  here  is  sufficient  to  differen- 
tiate the  two  cases. 

The  foregoing  leaves  nothing  further  that 
need  be  said  to  indicate  a  sufficient  reason 
for  holding  that  the  feature  of  the  law  in 
question  of  which  appellojits  complain  is 
void,  and  that  the  doors  of  equity  should 
swing  open  to  afford  appellant  protection 
against     violation     of     his     constitutional 
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rights,  since  it  must  be  obvious  that  suoh 
feature  is  a  domiiMnt,  or  at  least  a  major, 
one  as  distinguished  from  a  minor  one. 

I  observe  the  court  quotes  at  length,  with 
distinct  affirmance,  the  rule  recently  pro- 
claimed in  Wadhams  Oil  Co.  v.  Tracy 
(Wis.)  123  N.  W.  785,  as  regards  equity  ju- 
risdiction not  being  invokable  to  prevent  a 
party  from  being  injured  by  a  mere  void 
detail  of  a  legislative  police  regulation,  the 
enactment  as  to  its  general  scope  and  domi- 
nant features  being  legitimate;  but  I  do 
not  find  it  decided  expressly,  if  at  all, 
whether  the  aet  l>efore  us  is  in  those  respects 
legitimate,  or  whether  the  particular  provi- 
sion is  of  a  major  or  minor  character,  or 
whether  the  law  is  or  is  not  in  such  greater 
part  as  to  denominate  the  whole,  unconsti- 
tutional. Many  citations  of  authorities 
from  cases  are  given,  but  no  express  appli- 
cation thereof  seems  to  be  made  to  the  case 
in  hand. 

True,  following  the  rule  that  if  a  law  in 
its  general  scope  and  dominant  particulars 
is  good  it  will  be  upheld,  it  is  suggested 
that  the  regulation  of  bake  shops  is  a  prop- 
er subject  of  police  authority,  which  is 
readily  conceded.  But  certainly,  the  mean- 
ing of  the  rule  quoted  from  Wadhams  Oil 
Co.  V.  Tracy,  supra,  is  not  that  if  the  sub- 
ject of  a  legislative  police  regulation  is  le- 
gitimate, tliat  will  satisfy  the  call  iot  le- 
gitimacy of  general  scope  and  dominating 
particulars.  Not  only  the  "end  must  be  le- 
gitimate" but  "the  means  must  be  appro- 
priate to  that  end."  The  term  "general 
scope"  seems  to  have  been  used  by  the  court 
as  if  it  appertained  to  the  subject  of  regula- 
tion, instead  of  that,  in  connection  with  the 
manner  and  extent  of  interference.  If  that 
were  the  rule,  in  no  pasc  where  the  subject 
is  a  proper  one  for  police  interference  would 
equity  take  hold,  though  the  manner  and 
.extent  of  the  regulation  might  be  such  as  to 
violate  every  fundamental  principle  of  con- 
stitutional freedom. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  inferred,  where  there 
is  silence,  from  tlie  citations  and  quotations 
that  the  court  holds  that  the  manner  and 
extent  of  the  regulation  here,  in  the  sense 
of  the  general  scope  of  the  enactment  and 
its  dominant  features,  are  legitimate,  and 
that  tiie  particular  feature  is  constitutional, 
or,  if  not,  that  it  is  minor  in  character  and 
separable  from  the  balance  of  the  act,  and 
so  that  the  court  should  not,  in  any  event, 
afford  a  remedy  in  the  manner  of  approach 
adopted,  with  which,  as  indicated,  I  should 
dissent. 

The  only  thing  I  read  as  dcflnitely  decided 
is  covered  by  the  closing  lines  of  the  deci- 
sion, to  the  effect  that  the  particular  regu- 
lation is  a  reasonable  exercise  of  police  au- 
thority, and  so  equity  should  not  interfere 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


even  if  all  the  balance  of  the  enactment  i* 
uaconstitutionsJ.  It  seems  that  could  not 
well  b«  tmless  such  particular  feature  is  sep- 
arable from  the  entirety,  so,  logically,  the 
court  must  be  considered  as  holding  that 
such  particular  feature  is  not  inseparsbly 
connected  with  other  major  or  dominant  fes^ 
tures  which  may  possibly  be  void,  and  with 
that,  as  indicated,  I   dissent. 

My  brethren  have  no  disposition  to  over- 
rule anything  decided  in  Bonnett  v.  Vallier, 
supra,  or  cast  any  doubt  upon  it,  but  it 
seems  that  in  the  absence  of  any  distinct 
decision,  applying  the  authorities  cited,  as 
to  whether  the  particular  provision  com- 
plained of  is  a  dominant  one,  or  a  mere  de- 
tail feature,  and  as  to  whether,  if  it  be  the 
latter,  the  law,  otherwise,  in  the  dominant 
or  greater  part  thereof,  as  said  in  Wadhams 
Oil  Co.  V.  Tracy,  is  unconstitutional,  there 
is  opportunity  for  bench  and  bar  to  get 
the  idea  that  merely  if  the  particular  fea- 
ture is  a  detail  and  does  not  by  itself  work 
unconstitutional  injury  to  appellants,  they 
are  remediless  for  the  injury  in  fact. 

It  is  probably  not  advisable  for  me  at  tliis 
time  to  go  much  further  and  demonstrate 
the,  to  my  mind,  obnoxious  and  controlling 
features  of  the  law  which  would  carry  the 
particular  one  down  as  a  part  of  an  entire- 
ty, in  any  event.  Generally  speaking,  it 
seems  that  the  broad  claim  of  appellants, 
which  has  not  received  consideration,  has 
much,  if  not  controlling,  merit.  The  basic 
idea  of  the  enactment,  the  one  around  which 
all  others  are  clustered,  is  to  declare,  as  a 
principle,  that  all  bake-shops  and  employees 
therein  and  methods  of  manufacture,  stor- 
age, and  exposure  of  products  for  sale  to  con- 
sumers, shall  be  of  the  highest  attainable 
standard  having  regard  to  the  public  health, 
and  to  delegate  to  a  legislative  agent  the 
duty  of  determining  than  status,  making 
regulations  to  that  end,  and  passing  upon 
each  individual  case  as  to  whether  falling 
below  or  not,  with  drastic  penalties  for  in- 
fractions ;  a  power  that  could  be  easily  used 
in  such  a  way  as  to  drive  many  worthy 
manufacturers  out  of  business  unless  they 
saw  fit  to  secure  immunity  in  some  improp- 
er way.  In  otlier  words,  instead  of  the  1^- 
islation  making  regulations  to  carry  out  a 
legislative  policy,  leaving  it  to  the  legisla- 
tive agent  to  make  such  minor  rules  as  are 
classible  as  administrative  merely,  and  to 
perform  wholly  within  the  field  of  adminis- 
trative duties,  the  policy  is  declared,  and 
the  legislative,  judicial,  as  well  as  adminis- 
trative, duties  are  vested  in  the  legislative 
agent.  It  seems  to  be  very  much  like  a  law, 
so-called,  declaring  in  effect  the  constitu- 
tional policy  that  the  "property  of  no  per- 
son shall  be  takoi"  for  public  use  without 
just  compensation  therefor,  and  delegating 
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to  a  legislative  agent  the  duty  of  making 
regulations  to  effectuate  such  policy  and  to 
administar  the  same,  passing  upon  viola- 
tions so  as  to  leave  to  courts  the  duty,  only, 
of  dete'.-fflining  whether  his  commands  have 
been  obeyed  or  not,  as  a  condition  precedent 
of  visiting  upon  the  heads  of  alleged  offen- 
ders prescribed  severe  punishments.  The 
whole  law  seems  to  be  as  indicated.  If  that 
be  the  real  character  of  the  act,  it  would 
not  be  claimed  that  the  framework  could 
stand  the  constitutional  test,  or  that  the 
framework  falling,  the  mere  details  would 
not  fall  with  it.  That  would  condemn  the 
particular  feature,  even  if,  by  itself,  it 
could  be  held  legitimate  to  prohibit  though- 
out  the  state,  regardless  of  situations  or  con- 
ditions, the  use  of  the  basement  story  of  any 
building  for  the  ordinary  business  of  run- 
ning, a  bake-shop,  as  the  learned  attorney 
general  very  frankly  confessed  is  the  effect 
of  such  feature, — notwithstanding  it  is, 
probably  as  a  rule,  entirely  practicable  to 
render  such  places  reationably  suitable  for 
H'jch  business. 


MINNESOTA  SUPREBfX;  COURT. 

PENNINGTON  COUNTY  BANK,  Appt., 

V. 

FIRST   STATE    BANK   OF   M00RHEAI1, 
Respt. 

(—  Minn.  — ,  125  N.  W.  119.) 

Bank  ^  payment  of  forged  check  —  re- 
covery. 

1.  A  bank  which  pays  to  a  bona  fide 
holder  a  forged  check  purporting  to  be 
drawn  upon  it  by  one  of  its  depositors  can- 
not recover  the  amount  paid  from  tlie  in- 
nocent holder. 

Negotiable  Instrument  —  bona  fide  hold- 
er —  deflnltlon. 

2.  A  "bona  fide  holder"  is  one  who  re- 
ceives the  instrument  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  business,  in  good  faith,  and  for  a  valua- 
ble consideration. 

Same  — good  faith. 

3.  The  term  "good  faith"  means,  not  only 
honesty  of  intention,  but  the  absence  of  sus- 
picious circumstancea,  or,  if  such  circum- 
stances exist,  then  such  inquiry  as  will 
satisfy  a  prudent  man  of  the  validity  of  the 
transaction. 

Headnotes  by  O'Bbien,  J. 

Note.  —  The  general  question  as  to  the 
right  of  the  drawee  of  a  forged  check  or 
draft  to  recover  money  paid  thereon  is* 
treated  in  the  note  to  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Bank  of  Wyndmere,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  49. 
and  the  effect  on  that  general  question  of 
the  fault  or  negligence  of  the  holdtr  who 
receives  payment  is  discussed  at  pages  5G 
et  aeq.,  of  that  note. 
20  I.AJ^.(N.&) 


Trial  —  directed   verdict  —  evidence  — 

sufHcieBCy. 

4.  Evidence  considered,  and  held  to  jus- 
tify a  directed  verdict  for  defendant. 

(O'Brien,  J.,  dissents  In  part.) 

(March  4,  1910.) 


APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  an  order  of  the 
District  Court  for  Clay  County  denying 
a  motion  for  judgment  notwithstanding  a 
verdict  for  defendant  or  for  a  new  trial  in 
an  action  brought  to  recover  the  amount 
which  plaintiff  alleged  he  had  paid  to  de- 
fendant by  mistake  on  a  forged  check. 
Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Sharp  &  Chapin,  for  appellant: 

The  form  of  indorsement  and  collection 
letter  did  not  indicate  that  the  check  was 
held  merely  for  collection. 

Garrison  v.  Union  Trust  Co.  139  Mich. 
392,  70  L.R.A.  815,  111  Am.  St.  Rep.  407, 
102  N.  W.  978,  6  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  813. 

The  check  was  the  property  of  the  for- 
warding bank. 

Cody  V.  City  Nat.  Bank,  65  Mich.  379,  21 
N.  W.  373;  5  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  495; 
Re  State  Bank,  56  Minn.  119,  45  Am.  St. 
Rep.   454,  57   N.  W.  330. 

A  bank  paying  a  check  drawn  upon  it, 
which  proves  to  be  a  forgery,  can  recover  the 
amount  so  paid,  where  the  bank  or  party  to 
whom  payment  is  made  is  negligent,  or  is 
not  a  bone  fide  holder. 

5  Cyc.  Law  ft  Proc.  p.  646;  Gloucester 
Bank  v.  Salem  Bank,  17  Mass.  41;  National 
Bank  v.  Bangs,  106  Mass.  441,  8  Am.  Rep. 
349;  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  First  Nat.  Bank, 
151  Mass.  280,  21  Am.  St.  Rep.  450,  24  N. 
E.  44;  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Bank  of  Wynd- 
mere, 15  N.  D.  299,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  49, 
125  Am.  St.  Rep.  588,  108  N.  W.  546;  Bank 
of  United  States  v.  Bank  of  Georgia,  10 
Wheat.  333,  6  L.  ed.  334;  First  Nat.  Bank 
V.  Ricker,  71  111.  439,  22  Am.  Rep.  104; 
Rouvant  v.  San  Antonio  Nat.  Bank,  63  Tex. 
610;  Commercial  &  F.  Nat.  Bank  v.  First 
Nat.  Bank,  30  Md.  11,  96  Am.  Dec.  554; 
People's  Bank  v.  Franklin  Bank,  88  Tenn. 
299,  6  L.R.A.  724,  17  Am.  St.  Rep.  884, 
12  S.  W.  716;  Ellis  V.  Ohio  Life  Ins.  &  T. 
Co.  4  Ohio  St.  628,  64  Am.  Dec.  610;  First 
Nat.  Bank  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  58  Ohio  St. 
207,  41  L.R.A.  584,  65  Am.  St.  Rep.  748, 
.50  N.  E.  723;  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  SUte 
Bank,  22  Neb.  769,  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  294,  36 
N.  W.  289;  Canadian  Bank  v.  Bingham, 
30  Wash.  484,  60  L.R.A.  955,  71  Pac.  43; 
Canal  Bank  v.  Bank  of  Albany,  1  Hill,  287. 

Messrs.  Nye  &  Bosland.  for  respondent: 

Money  paid  by  the  drawee  of  a  check 
which  has  been  forged  cannot  bo  recovered 
64 
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bock,  for  the  reason  that  the  drawee  is  «up- 
posed  to  know  the  signature  of  its  deposi- 
tors. 

Bernheimer  v.  Marshall,  2  Minn.  78,  Gil. 
61,  72  Am.  Dec.  79;  Price  v.  Neal,  3  Burr. 
1354;  Jenys  v.  Kawler,  2  Strange,  949;  Ger- 
ihania  Bank  v.  Boutell,  60  Minn.  189,  27 
L.R.A.  635,  51  Am.  St.  Rep.  510,  62  N.  W. 
327. 

O'Brien,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

In  October,  1908,  a  stranger  calling  him- 
self E.  W.  Davis  presented  to  the  defendant 
bank  at  Moorhead,  Minnesota,  a  check 
drawn  upon  the  plaintiff  bank  at  Rapid 
City,  South  Dakota,  for  $1,200,  payable  to 
the  order  of  James  B.  Calhoun,  and  pur- 
porting to  be  a  check  of  Joseph  Jolly,  a  de- 
positor of  the  plaintiff.  The  check  was  in- 
dorsed: "James  B.  Calhoun."  "E.  W. 
Davis."  Without  any  information  as  to  the 
check,  except  the  statements  made  by  Davis, 
the  defendant  took  it  for  collection,  stamped 
it:  "For  collection.  Pay  to  the  order  of 
yourselves.  First  State  Bank,  Moorhead, 
Minnesota.  O.  J.  Kittelsrud,  Cashier," — 
and  forwarded  it  to  the  plaintiff  in  a  letter 
on  a  printed  form,  to  which  was  added  the 
following:  "If  honored,  please  wire  payment 
under  signature  of  cashier."  The  Penning- 
ton bank,  after  an  examination  of  the  check, 
concluded  it  was  genuine,  accepted  it,  and 
remitted  the  amount  to  the  Moorhead  bank, 
which  in  turn  paid  it  over  to  the  man 
claiming  to  be  Davis,  the  second  indorser. 
The  check  was  repudiated  by  Jolly  as  a 
forgery,  but  by  this  time  Davis  had  dis- 
appeared, and  has  not  since  been  found. 
There  was  no  evidence  as  to  the  existence  of 
Calhoun.  The  plaintiff  brought  this  action 
to  recover  back  the  amount  so  paid  by  it  to 
the  defendant.  The  court  directed  a  verdict 
for  defendant,  and  plaintiff  now  appeals 
from  an  order  denying  an  alternative  mo- 
tion for  a  judgment  or  a  new  trial. 

It  is  the  contention  of  plaintiff  that  the 
defendant  was  negligent  in  accepting  the 
check  from  a  stranger  without  inquiry  or 
investigation ;  that  plaintiff  was  justified  in 
accepting  the  check  from  defendant,  a  rep- 
utable bank,  in  reliance  that  it  had  acted 
prudently  and  upon  sufficient  investigation 
when  receiving  the  check;  that  such  an  in- 
vestigation would  have  revealed  the  fraud, 
and  protected  the  plaintiff  as  well  as  the 
defendant;  that  the  defendant  was  negli- 
gent, and  by  its  negligence  misled  the  plain- 
tiff, who  may,  therefore,  recover;  also  that 
the  words  "For  collection,"  indorsed  upon 
the  check,  together  with  the  request  for 
telegraphic  advice  if  it  was  honored,  con- 
veyed no  information  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


it  might  have  properly  assumed  th»t  tbe 
defendant  was  the  owner. 

The  defendant  contends  that  it  reeeireil 
the  check  in  good  faith  in  the  oidiiwTy 
course  of  business,  and  occupied  the  poeitioo 
of  a  bona  fide  holder  of  negotiable  papn; 
that  the  plaintiff  is  presumed  to  Imov  the 
signature  of  its  customers;  and  that  tlie 
words  "For  collection,"  stamped  upon  the 
check,  together  with  the  request  that  it  br 
advised  by  wire  if  the  check  was  honoml 
were  sufficient  notice  to  plaintiff  that  it-  as- 
sumed no  responsibility  with  referenn  to 
the  genuinenness  of  any  of  the  signatures. 

We  find  but  one  question  involved  in  tiiii 
appeal.  If  the  defendant,  under  the  evi- 
dence, must,  as  a  matter  of  law,  be  held  ti 
have  been  a  bona  fide  holder  of  tbe  clirck 
in  question,  the  trial  court  correctly  in- 
structed a  verdict  in  its  favor.  Upon  th( 
other  hand,  if  the  evidence  warranted  a  dif- 
ferent conclusion,  the  case  should  have  brrn 
submitted  to  the  jury. 

It  is  the  settled  rule  of  law  in  this  st.it( 
that,  where  a  bank  by  mistake  pays  to  i 
bona  fide  holder  a  forged  check  purporting 
to  be  drawn  by  one  of  its  depositors,  it  can- 
not recover  back  from  the  innocent  hoidrr. 
It  is  equally  well  settled  that  the  baak 
may  recover  such  payment  when  made  to 
one  who  is  not  a  bona  fide  holder  of  thr 
forged  check.  German  ia  Bank  v.  Boutell 
60  Minn.  189,  27  L.R.A.  635,  51  Am.  a 
Rep.  619,  62  N.  W.  327.  For  the  determi 
nation  of  this  question  it  is  immateria! 
whether  the  Moorhead  bank  accepted  the 
check  for  collection  or  as  owner,  and  there 
remains  for  consideration  only  the  inquiry 
Was  it  a  bona  fide  holder  under  the  meantcfi 
of  that  term?  Brown  t.  Ames,  59  Mim- 
476,  61  N.  W.  448. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  the  defendant 
had  any  actual  knowledge  of  the  forgery- 
That  it  acted  honestly  in  the  transaction  is 
of  course,  conceded  by  all;  but  honest  i>- 
tention  alone  in  tbe  taking  or  putting  <iiT 
of  negotiable  instruments  is  not  enoujrh  t' 
prove  conclusively  that  one  is  a  bona  6-k 
holder.  Such  a  holder  is  one  who,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  business,  takes  the  in- 
strument in  good  faith  and  for  a  valuaMr 
consideration.  To  establish  good  faith, 
there  must  not  only  be  an  absence  of  knovl- 
edge  of  any  invalidity,  but  an  absence  a'. 
circumstances  which  would  put  an  ordi- 
narily prudent  man  upon  inquiry.  If  there 
are  such  circumstances,  fnd  he  makes  n" 
attempt  to  ascertain  the  truth,  he  cannot 
claim  good  faith  in  accepting  the  instru- 
ment. Merchants'  Nat.  Bank  t.  Han-wo, 
33  Minn.  40,  53  Am.  Rep.  6,  21  N.  W.  849; 
Stein  V.  Rheinstrom,  47  Minn.  476.  50  X.  W. 
827 ;  Limerick  Nat.  Bank  v.  Adams,  70  Vt 
132,  40  Atl.  166;  Haggard  t.  Petterson,  107 
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Iowa,  417,  78  N.  W.  63;  Pinkerton  Bros.  Co. 
▼.  Bromley,  110  Mich.  8,  77  N,  W.  307; 
Pringle  T.  Phillips,  S  Sandf.  157;  First  Nat. 
Bank  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  151  Mass.  280, 
21  Am.  St  Bep.  4d0,  24  N.  £.  44. 

The  case  of  Gennania  Bank  t.  Boutell, 
Bupra,  was  as  follows:  Seymour,  an  em- 
ployee of  Osborne  &  Clark,  forged  their 
name  to  a  check  to  his  order,  drawn  upon 
plaintiff  for  $457.90.  He  was  indebted  to 
Boutell  Brothers  for  goods  purchased  upon 
the  instalment  plan.  Boutell  Brothers,  who 
knew  Seymour  was  a  man  of  no  finan- 
cial responsibility  and  in  receipt  of  a  very 
small  salary,  introduced  him  to  another 
bank  and  indorsed  the  cheek.  The  check 
was  paid  by  the  drawee,  which,  after  dis- 
ouvcring  the  forgery,  brought  suit  against 
lM>th  Boutell  Brothers  and  the  bank  to 
which  it  had  paid  the  amount  of  tlie  check. 
A  recovery  was  denied;  it  being  said  (page 
104  of  60  Minn.)  that  the  defendant  bank 
"took  all  the  precautions  which  any  prudent 
bank  would  have  taken,"  and  that  Boutell 
Brothers'  indorsement  of  the  check  went 
only  to  Seymour's  signature.  The  one  cir- 
rumstaace  here  which  can  be  claimed  to 
have  put  the  defendant  upon  inquiry  was 
that  Davis  was  an  entire  stranger.  Such 
fact  has  been  held  not  enough  to  show  bad 
faith.  Commercial  k  F.  Nat.  Bank  v.  First 
Nat.  Bank,  30  Md.  11,  90  Am.  Dec.  654; 
Murray  v.  Lardner,  2  Wall.  110,  17  L.  ed. 
857. 

Notwithstanding  those  authorities,  I  am 
prrsonally  of  the  opinion  that,  before  a  bank 
takes  nqiotiable  paper  from  a  stranger  and 
puts  it  off,  either  as  owner  or  for  collection, 
it  is  necessary  for  it,  in  order  that  it  be  con- 
sidered a  bona  fide  holder,  to  satisfy  itself 
by  reasonable  inquiry  as  to  the  validity  of 
the  paper,  and  that  whether  this  defendant 
did  take  such  reasonable  precaution  was  a 
question  for  the  jury.  But  a  majority  of  the 
court  hold  that  the  evidence  was  insuHicient 
to  justify  a  finding  that  the  defendant  was 
not  a  bona  fide  holder  of  the  check,  and 
therefore  the  learned  trial  judge  properly 
instructed  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  ° 

Order  affirmed. 


GEORGI.'i  SUPREME  COURT. 

SOUTHERN   RAILWAY  COIFPANY,   Plff. 
in  T!rr., 

V. 

ii.  H.  MOORE. 

(133  Ga.  806,  67  S.  E.  85.) 

Carrier  ^  fallare     to     furnish  cars  ^ 
statutory  remedy  ^cxclusivcness. 
1.  A    shipper   who   may    have    sustained 


damages  by  reason  of  a  breach  of  the  com- 
mon-law duty  of  a  railroad  company,  as  a 
common  carrier,  to  furnish  cars  for  the 
transportation  of  freight  within  a  reason- 
able time,  was  not  prevented  by  the  act  of 
1905  (Acts  1905,  p.  120)  from  instituting 
a  common-law  action  for  damages,  instead 
of  pursuing  the  remedy  provided  ,by  that 
act,  touching  the  fixing,  by  reasonable  rules 
of  the  railroad  commission,  of  a  time  with- 
in which  cars  should  be  furnished  after 
written  application,  and  "the  penalty  per 
day  per  car"  to  be  paid  by  the  company  for 
failure  to  supply  them  accordingly. 
Petition  —  sufficloncy. 

2.  The  suit  in  the  present  case  being  one 
to  recover  damages  against  a  common  car- 
rier for  a  breach  of  its  common-law  duty  as 
to  the  furnishing  of  cars  and  transporting 
freight  without  unreasonable  delay,  the 
petition  was  not  subject  to  general  demur- 


(February  17,  1010.) 

Ij^RROR  to  the  Superior  Court  for  Pike 
J  County  to  review  a  judgment  in  plain- 
tifTs  favor  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  deterioration  in  value  of  cer- 
tain lumber  alleged  to  have  been  caused  by 
defendant's  negligent  failure  promptly  upon 
demand  to  furnish  cars  for  the  transporta- 
tion thereof.    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  litimpkln.  J. : 

Moore  brought  suit  against  the  Southern 
Railway  Company,  alleging  in  his  petition 
and  the  amendment  thereto,  in  brief,  as 
follows:  The  defendant  is  a  common  carrier. 


Headnotes  by  Lumpkin,  J, 
«  L3.A,(N.8.) 


Note.  —  Carriem :  exclustvenesa  of  stat- 
utory remedy  for  failure  to  furnish 
cars. 

As  to  duty  of  a  railroad  company  to  fur- 
nish cars  to  shippers,  see  note  to  Houston, 
fi.  &  W.  T.  R.  Co.  v.  Campbell,  43  L.R.A. 
225;  and  as  to  validity  of  penalty  for  fail- 
ure to  furnish  freight  cars,  see  note  to 
Patterson  v.  Missouri  P.  Coal  Co.  15  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  733. 

Notwithstanding  the  passage  of  a  statute 
vesting  a  railroad  commission  with  "power 
to  regulate  the  rates  and  service  of,  and  to 
exercise  the  general  control  over,  all  rail- 
roads," etc.,  the  remedy  there  provided  is 
not  exclusive  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts,  independently  of  such  statute,  to 
compel  a  railroad  company  to  furnish  cars 
to  a  shipper,  since  the  statute  does  not  pur- 
port to  vest  the  commission  with  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  and  especially  when  the  rem- 
edy given  by  the  statute  is  not  full  and 
adequate.  State  ex  rel.  Luben  v.  Chicago 
&  N.  W.  R.  Co.  83  Neb.  524,  120  N.  W.  163. 

An  action  may  be  maintained  against  a 
railroad  company  for  breach  of  a  parol 
agreement  to  furnish  cars  at  a  time  speci- 
fied, notwithstanding  the  existence  of  a 
statute  giving  a  shipper  an  action  for  a 
penalty   for   fi   failure   to   supply    cars   on 
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and  has  an  ofHce,  agent,  and  place  of  busi- 
ness at  Molena,  Pike  county,  on  its  line  of 
road,  which  is  a  regular  station  for  receiv- 
ing and  delivering  freight.  He  sold  certain 
lumber,  amounting  to  10,819  feet,  to  the 
King  Lumber  Company,  at  $15  per  thousand 
feet,  to  be  shipped  to  Atlanta,  and  delivered 
"f.  o.  b.  cars  at  Molena,"  The  price  named 
was  the  fair  market  value  of  the  lumber  at 
that  time  and  place.  He  began  delivering 
the  lumber  to  the  railway  company  for  ship- 
ment on  November  8,  and  continued  the 
delivery  up  to  November  20,  1906,  when  it 
was  completed.  When  he  carried  the  lum- 
ber to  Molena  to  be  shipped,  the  company, 
by  its  agent  at  that  point,  showed  and  di- 
rected him  where  to  place  it  on  the  com- 
pany's right  of  way;  and  he  delivered  it  as 
80  directed,  and  instructed  the  defendant 
bow  and  to  whom  to  ship  it,  stating  to  the 
agent  that  he  had  sold  it  "f.  o.  b.  the  cars 
at  Molena,"  and  could  not  collect  for  it 
until  it  was  loaded  on  the  cars,  and  the 
company  promised  to  furnish  the  cars  as 
soon  as  possible.  "Said  railway  company 
received  and  took  possession  and  control  of 
said  lumber  so  delivered  and  received  by  it 
for  shipment."  Though  called  on  at  the 
time  of  delivery,  and  repeatedly  since  then, 
to  fumish  cars  upon  which  to  load  the 
lumber,  "the  said  Southern  Railway  Com- 
pany utterly  neglectly  [negligentjy]  failed 
'and  refused"  to  do  so,  and  "said  company 
never  has  furnished  him  any  cars,  and  said 
lumber  is  yet  in  possession  of  said  Southern 
Railway  Company,  lying  on  its  right  of  way 
at  Molena,  where  petitioner  delivered  the 
same.  .  .  .  Since  the  date  it  was  so 
delivered  and  lying  on  said  company's  right 
of  way,  since  20th  November,  1900,"  lumber 
of  that  class  has  depreciated  in  market 
value  50  per  cent  and  this  lumber  not  bein^ 
stacked,  and  being  without  care  or  protec- 
tion, at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of 
the  suit  it  has  no  market  value,  and  is  a 
total  loss  to  plaintiff,  as  a  result  of  the 
refusal  and  failure  of  the  defendant  to  fur- 
nish cars  on  which  to  load  it,  as  it  was 


the  company's  duty  to  do.  (The  suit  was 
brought  on  March  6,  1908.)  He  did  not 
make  any  written  request  for  cars  before 
delivering  the  lumber,  because  be  was  not 
aware  of  any  law  or  rule  of  the  railroad 
commission  requiring  it,  and  it  was  not  the 
custom  of  the  company  to  so  require;  but 
he  delivered  this  lumber  and  gave  shipping 
directions,  just  as  he  had  been  doing  at 
that  station  regularly  for  four  or  fire 
months  immediately  before  that  time.  De- 
fendant had  never  demanded  or  notified  him 
of  any  necessity  to  make  application  in 
writing  for  cars,  or  give  written  instruc- 
tions as  to  shipping;  nor  did  the  defendant 
give  as  a  reason  for  not  furnishing  cars 
that  the  application  or  instructions  were 
not  in  writing,  but  told  him  it  would  fur- 
nish the  cars  as  soon  as  possible.  He  did 
not  pay  the  freight  in  advance,  or  tender 
it.  This  was  not  demanded,  nor  was  it  the 
reason  for  said  company's  refusal  to  fumish 
cars.  Damages  were  laid  at  $168.28.  The 
defendant  demurred  to  the  petition.  The 
demurrer  was  overruled,  and  defendant  ex- 
cepted. 

Messrs.  Charlton  E.  Battle  and  Howell 
Hollis  for  plaintiff  in  error. 
Mr.  J.  Y.  Alien  for  defendant  in  error. 

Ijumpkin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  principal  question  in  this  case  is 
whether  the  remedy  provided  by  the  act  of 
August  23,  1005  (Acts  1905,  p.  120),  and 
the  rule  of  the  railroad  commission  in  pur- 
suance thereof,  operate  to  repeal  or  abrogate 
the  common-law  right  of  a  shipper  to  bring 
an  action  against  a  railroad  company  a»  a 
common  carrier  for  a  negligent  failure  or 
refusal  to  fumish  cars  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  freight  within  a  reasonable  time 
after  notice,  or  whether  they  furnish  a  cum- 
ulative remedy,  so  that  a  shipper  may  pur- 
sue the  one  remedy  or  the  other.  The  2d 
section  of  the  act  reads  as  follows:  "That 
whenever  a  shipper  or  consignor  shall  re- 


written application.  Cross  v.  Graves,  4 
Tex.  App.  Civ.  Ca«.  (Willson)  140,  16  S. 
W.  102;  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Harmonson. 
4  Tex.  App.  Civ.  Cas.  (Willson)  133,  16 
8.  W.  539. 

As  stated  in  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Moore, 
it  was  tacitly  recognized  in  Chattanooga 
Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Thompson,  133  Ga.  127, 

65  S.  E.  286,  and  Elberta  Peach  Co.  v. 
Georgia  Southern  &  F.  R.  Co.  133  Ga.  685, 

66  S.  E.  779,  that  a  recovery  of  damages 
might  be  had  against  a  carrier  for  breach 
of  a  contract  to  furnish  cars  to  any  shipper, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  was  a 
statute  governing  the  furnishing  of  cars. 
The  point,  however,  was  not  discussed. 

But  in  Pennington  v.  Douglas,  A.  &  G. 
26  L.R.A,(N.S.) 


R.  Co.  3  Go.  App.  665,  60  S.  E.  485,  it  was 
said  the  remedy  provided  by  a  statute  giv- 
ing a  commission  quite  extensive  powers  in 
regulating  railroads  is  exclusive  of  any 
other  mode  of  procedure  for  the  collection 
of  damages  arising  from  a  breach  of  the 
carrier's  public  duty  to  furnish  cars  for  the 
transportation  of  freight.  These  remarks, 
however,  were  criticized  as  dictum  in 
Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Moore. 

See  also  Parker  t.  Atlantic  Coast  Line 
R.  Co.  133  N.  C.  335,  63  L.R.A.  827,  45  S. 
E.  658,  holding  that  statutes  imposing  a 
penalty  on  carriers  for  refusal  to  accept 
freight  offered  for  transportation  do  not 
limit  the  common-law  liability  of  the  car- 
rier. 
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quire  of  a  railroad  company  the  placing  of 
a  car  or  cars  to  be  used  in  car  load  ship- 
ments, then,  in  order  for  the  consignor  or 
shipper  to  avail  himself  of  the  forfeitures 
or  penalties  prescribed  by  the  rules  and  reg- 
ulations, of  said  railroad  commission,  it  must 
first  appear  that  such  shipper  or  consignor 
made  written  application  for  said  car  or 
cars  to  said  railroad:  Provided  further  that 
such  railroad  commission  shall,  by  reason- 
able rules  and  regulations,  provide  the  time 
within  which  said  car  or  cars  shall  be  fur- 
nished after  being  ordered  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  penalty  per  day  per  car  to  be  paid  by 
said  railroad  company  in  the  event  such 
car  or  cars  are  not  furnished  as  ordered, 
and  provided  further  that,  in  order  for  any 
shipper  or  consignor  to  avail  himself  of 
the  penalties  provided  by  the  rules  a'nd  regu- 
lations of  said  railroad  commission,  such 
shipper  or  consignor  shall  likewise  be  sub- 
-  ject,  under  proper  rules  to  be  fixed  by  said 
commission,  to  the  orders,  rules,  and  regula- 
tions of  said  railroad  commission." 

1.  In  26  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p. 
671,  it  is  said:  "A  statute  instituting  anew 
remedy  for  an  existing  right  does  not  take 
away  a  pre-existing  remedy,  without  express 
words  or  necessary  implication;  the  new 
remedy  is  cumulative,  and  either  may  be 
pursued.  But  when  a  statute  gives  a  right 
or  remedy  which  did  not  exist  at  common 
law,  and  provides  a  specific  method  of  en- 
forcing it,  the  mode  of  procedure  provided 
by  the  statute  is  exclusive,  and  must  be 
pursued  strictly.  .  .  .  Where  a  statute 
which  creates  a  duty  or  liability  provides  no 
form  of  action  or  mode  by  which  it  may  be 
enforced,  the  right  to  an  appropriate  action 
is  implied  in  favor  of  the  party  in  whose 
behalf  the  ddty  or  liability  arises."  Nu- 
merous authorities  are  cited  in  the  notes 
in  support  of  the  text.  In  Farmers'  Turnp. 
Road  Co.  V.  Coventry,  10  Johns.  389,  it  was 
held  that,  though  a  penalty  was  provided  by 
a  turnpike  act  for  injuring  or  destroying 
toll  gates,  yet  the  company  could  bring  an 
action  of  trespass  at  common  law  for  such 
injury  to  their  property.  In  Maine,  by  the 
act  of  1821,  it  was  declared  that,  if  any  per- 
son or  persons  should  wilfully,  maliciously, 
or  contrary  to  law,  take  up,  remove,  break 
down,  dig  under,  or  otherwise  injure  any 
part  of  a  certain  canal  (previously  named), 
or  any  work  connected  with  or  appertaining 
thereto,  such  person  for  such  offense  should 
forfeit  and  pay  to  such  corporation  a  sum 
not  less  than  $50,  nor  more  than  $5,000,  and 
should  further  be  liable  to  indictment  for 
the  trespass.  It  was  held  that  thia  act  did 
not  take  away  from  the  corporation  the 
common-law  remedy  of  trespass  quare  clan- 
svm  f regit.  Cumberland  It,  O.  Canal  Corp. 
V.  Hitchings,  59  Me.  206.  In  Hill  t.  Mis- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


souri  P.  R.  Co.  49  Mo.  App.  520,  it  was  held 
that  a  statute  providing  for  the  recovery 
of  "single  damage"  against  railroad  com- 
panies for  the  killing  of  stock  did  not  pro- 
vide an  exclusive  remedy,  but  was  cumula- 
tive, and  did  not  displace  the  common  law 
in  the  situation  to  which  it  applied.  In 
Dygert  v.  Schenck,  23  Wend.  445,  35  Am. 
Dec.  575,  it  was  held  that  a  statute  pro- 
viding for  treble  damages  under  certain 
circumstances  did  not  prevent  an  ordinary 
action  for  damages  to  redress  the  injury. 
In  Richardson  v.  People's  Life  &  Acci.'  Ins. 
Co.  28  Ky.  L.  Rep.  919,  92  S.  W.  284,  the 
court  of  appeals  of  Kentucky  held  that, 
when  a  statute  gives  a  new  right,  and  pre- 
scribes an  adequate  remedy  for  its  enforce- 
ment, the  prescribed  remedy  is  exclusive; 
but,  where  a  right  exists  at  law  or  in 
equity,  a  statute  giving  a  new  remedy  gives 
a  cumulative  remedy  merely.  See  also  Peo- 
ple v.  Craycroft,  2  Cal.  243,  66  Am.  Dec. 
331;  Troy  v.  Cheshire  R.  Co.  23  N.  H.  83, 
55  Am.  Dec.  177;  Swarthout  v.  New  Jersey 
S.  B.  Co.  48  N.  Y.  209,  8  Am.  Rep.  541; 
Lang  V.  Scott,  1  Blackf.  405,  12  Am.  Dec. 
257;  Crittenden  v.  Wilson,  5  Cow.  165,  15 
Am.  Dec.  462;  Jordan  ft  S.  PI.  Road  Co.  v. 
Morley,  23  N.  Y.  552;  Donnell  v.  Jones,  13 
Ala.  490,  48  Am.  Dec.  59;  Narramore^v. 
Cleveland,  C.  C.  ft  St.  L.  R.  Co.  48  L.R.A. 
68,  37  C.  C.  A.  499,  96  Fed.  298. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  decisions  of  Jones 
v.  Stewart,  117  Ga.  977,  44  S.  E.  879,  and 
Brewer  v.  Nutt,  118  Ga.  257,  45  S.  E.  269, 
in  conflict  with  the  current  of  authority 
above  indicated.  The  former  case  arose  un- 
der an  act  of  the  legislature  which  required 
dealers  in  "futures"  to  register  and  pay  a 
license  tax  or  occupation  tax,  making  it  a 
misdemeanor  to  engage  in  that  business 
without  having  done  so,  and  providing  that 
one  half  of  the  fine  imposed  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  tax.  Three  of 
the  justices  held  that,  as  it  was  made  crim- 
inal to  begin  business  at  all  before,  register- 
ing and  paying  the  tax,  this  and  other 
terms  of  the  act  negatived  the  idea  that  the 
tax  collector  could  issue  an  execution 
against  one  who  did  business  in  violation  of 
the  law,  and  that  the  remedy  provided  by 
the  statute  was  exclusive.  Two  of  the  jus- 
tices dissented,  and  the  sixth  was  absent. 
The  second  case  mentioned  was  similar  in 
kind,  except  that  the  specific  tax  involved 
was  that  imposed  on  dealers  in  matt  liquors. 
The  justices  were  divided  in  opinion,  as  in 
the  former  case.  Neither  one  of  these  cases 
involved  the  repeal  of  any  right  of  action 
existing  at  common  law  in  favor  of  one 
person  against  another.  The  whole  system 
of  imposing  specific  taxes,  and  requiring 
registration  of  occupations,  and  the  mode 
of  enforcing  such  requirements  by  summary 
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execution  or  by  prosecution,  is  legislative 
and  statutory  in  character,  Irath  as  to  tl>e 
right  and  the  remedy.  The  case  of  Gorman 
V.  Hammond,  28  Ga.  85,  was  also  in  relation 
to  the  enforcement  of  returning  property 
for  taxation. 

In  North  Carolina,  the  general  assembly 
enacted  a  statute  which  prescribed  a  for- 
feiture of  $25  per  day  for  delay  of  local 
shipments  beyond  five  days  after  the  receipt 
of  goods  by  a  railroad  company.  It  was 
held  by  tlie  supreme  court  of  that  state  that 
this  'did  not  exclude  the  right  to  bring  an 
action  for  damages  for  a  breach  of  the  com- 
mon-law duty  of  the  carrier.  Branch  v. 
Wilmington,  &  W.  R.  Co.  77  N.  C.  347. 
In  Florida,  the  legislature  conferred  upon 
the  railroad  commission  the  authority  to 
make  a  rule  on  the  subject  of  what  is  called 
"reciprocal  demurrage,"  in  terms  less  ex- 
plicit than  those  employed  in  our  statute. 
The  commission  adopted  a  rule,  which, 
among  other  things,  declared  that  when  cars 
were  promptly  loaded  and  shipping  instruc- 
tions given,  if  the  cars  were  not  carried 
forward  within  forty-eight  hours,  or  within 
twenty-four  hours  in  case  of  perishable  arti- 
cles, "said  railroad  company  shall  be  liable 
to  said  shipper  for  tTie  pa3anent  of  $1  per 
car  per  day,  or  fraction  of  a  day,  that  said 
car  or  cars  are  thus  detained  or  held."  The 
supreme  court  held  that  "the  particular 
powers  and  duties  prescribed  in  other  acts 
were  not  intended  to  alTect,  and  do  not 
aiTect,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  commis- 
sion, as  defined  in  the  railroad  commission 
statute  and  the  amendments  thereto.  Tlie 
Constitution  and  the  statutes  contemplate 
cumulative  remedies  to  make  effective  the 
general  purpose  of  regulating  intrastate 
transportation  by  common  carriers."  State 
V.  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  56  Fla.  617, 
621,  —  L.R.A.(N.S.)    — ,  47  So.  969,  985. 

This  court  has  not  directly  passed  upon 
the  question  here  involved;  but  there  are 
analogies-  pointing  in  the  direction  taken 
by  the  general  line  of  authorities.  A  stat- 
ute provides  that,  when  any  sheriff  or  other 
officer  shall  levy  an  execution  or  other 
process  on  property  claimed  by  a  third  per- 
son not  a  party  to  such  execution,  such 
person  may  interpose  a  claim  on  oath,  and 
have  it  returned  to  the  court  for  trial. 
Civil  Code  1895,  §§  4611  et  seq.  It  has 
been  held  that  the  claim  laws,  as  a  remedy 
for  the  true  owner,  are  cumulative,  not 
exclusive.  VVhittington  v.  Wright,  9  Ga. 
23;  Bodega  v.  Perkerson,  60  Ga.  516.  Civ- 
il Code  1895,  §  2298,  declares  that,  wjifre 
goods  are  transported  over  several  connect- 
ing railroads,  the  last  which  has  received 
the  goods  as  "in  good  order"  shall  be  re- 
sponsible to  the  consignee  for  any  dam- 
age, open  or  concealed,  done  to  the  goods, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


and  such  companies  shall  settle  among 
themselves  the  question  of  ultimate  liabil- 
ity. It  has  been  held  that  this  did  not 
prevent  a  shipper  from  suing  another  than 
the  last  company,  but  furnished  a  cumula- 
tive remedy  to  the  consignee.  Falvey  v. 
Georgia  R.  Co.  76  Ga.  597,  2  Am.  SL  Rep. 
58.  By  §§  2317  and  2318  provision  is  made 
where  freight  is  conveyed  by  two  or  more 
carriers,  the  responsibility  of  each  of  which 
ceases  upon  delivery  to  the  next,  for  requir- 
ing one  of  them,  upon  application,  to  trace 
the  freight  and  inform  the  applicant  when, 
where,  how,  and  by  which  carrier  it  was 
lost,  damaged,  or  destroyed,  and  for  a  fail- 
ure to  do  so  the  carrier  is  declared  to  be  lia- 
ble as  if  the  loss  or  damage  occurred  on 
its  line.  But  certainly  this  would  not  ex- 
clude any  of  the  ordinary  remedies  against 
any  of  the  carriers  who  might  be  liable  to 
the  shipper.  Prior  to  the  act  of  1898  (Acts 
1898,  p.  50),  there  stood  upon  the  statute 
book  a  provision  for  a  summary  method  of 
procedure  against  railroad  companies  for 
injuring  stock  or  destroying  or  damaging 
property.  Civil  Code  1895,  §§  2252,  2253, 
et  seq.  But  it  has  never  been  claimed  that 
this  statutory  remedy  was  destructive  of 
the  common-law  right  of  action  for  dam- 
ages. Indeed,  it  was  rarely  invoked,  and 
suits  have  most  generally  been  brought  in 
the  ordinary  form.  A  general  principle  of 
law  has  been  codified  in  §  3906  of  the  Civil 
Code  of  1895,  as  follows:  "In  every  tort 
there  may  be  aggravating  circumstances, 
either  in  the  act  or  the  intention,  .and  in 
that  event  the  jury  may  give  additional 
damages,  cither  to  deter  the  wrongdoer  from 
repeating  the  trespass,  or  as  compensation 
for  the  wounded  feelings  of  the  plaintiff." 
It  has  neither  been  considered  as  unlawful 
to  authorize  the  injured  person,  in  a  prop- 
er case,  to  recover  punitive  damages,  noi 
has  it  been  thought  that  he  was  bound 
to  do  so,  and  could  not  proceed  to  recover 
his  actual  damages  only.  By  Civ.  Code 
1895,  §  1766  (§  1445  of  the  Code  of  1882), 
it  is  declared  that,  if  any  trespass  or  dam- 
age shall  be  committed  in  any  inclosure  not 
protected  in  accordance  with  the  fence  laws, 
by  the  breaking  in  of  any  animal,  and  if 
the  owner  of  the  inclosure  shall  kill  or  in- 
jure it,  he  shall  be  liable  in  three  times 
the  damage.  In  Lee  y.  Nelms,  57  Ga.  253, 
it  was  held  that,  if  a  plaintiff  desires  to  re- 
cover on  the  basis  of  treble  damag?8  under 
this  statutory  provision,  he  must  bring  him- 
self within  its  terms;  but  it  was  recognized 
that  the  statute  did  not  supersede  the  com- 
mon-law right  of  action  for  a  tort,  in  which 
compensatory  damages  could  be  claimed. 

Other  illustrations  might  be  given.  In 
Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Melton,  133  Ga.  277, 
65  S.  E.  665,  it  was  said  in  the  opinion: 
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"Whether  the  remedy  provided  in  the  act  of 
1906  ia  exclusive  of  any  other  mode  of  pro- 
cedure for  the  collection  of  damages  arising 
from  a  breach  of  the  carrier's  general  duty 
to  furnish  cars  for  the  transportation  of 
freight,  or  whether  it  is  cumulative  of  the 
common-law  remedy,  or  whether  there  may 
be  an  election,  is  not  a  matter  which  now 
requires  consideration."  In  Chattanooga 
Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Thompson,  133  Ga.  127, 
65  S.  E.  285,  it  was  held  that  a  recovery 
of  damages  might  be  had  against  a  carrier 
for  breach  of  a  contract  to  furnish  cars  to 
a  peach  grower;  and  it  was  tacitly  recog- 
nized that  the  act  of  1006  in  no  way  affected 
the  right  to  recover  damages  for  delay  in 
fumialiing  cars  under  a  contract.  The  same 
IB  true  of  the  case  of  Elberta  Peach  Co.  v. 
Georgia  Southern  &  F.  R.  Co.  133  Ga.  685, 
60  S.  E.  779. 

It  has  been  said  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a 
railroad  company  to  provide  facilities  for 
the  transportation  of  goods,  but  that  this 
duty  is  not  an  absolute  one,  and  that  the 
company  must  furnish  cars  sufficient  to 
transport  goods  offered  in  the  usual  and  or- 
dinary course  of  business,  but  that  it  is  not 
bound  to  anticipate  and  prepare  for  an  un- 
expected press  of  business,  and  that  a  plain- 
tiff who  seeks  to  recover  from  a  railroad 
company  for  a  failure  to  furnish  cars  must 
aver  and  prove  that  the  goods  were  properly 
offered  for  transportation.  4  Elliott,  Rail- 
roads, §  1470.  Also,  that  the  plaintiff  who 
demands  damages  of  a  railroad  company 
for  a  failure  to  furnish  cars  must  show  an 
offer  to  bring  himself  into  contractual  re- 
lations with  the  carrier,  and  that  where 
cars  are  required  there  must  be  a  reason- 
able demand  and  an  offer  of  goods  for  trans- 
portation. Id.  §  1476;  Hutchinson,  Carr.  3d 
ed.  8  496.  In  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Bundy, 
97  111.  App.  202,  it  was  said  that,  where  a 
shipper  requires  a  car  at  a  certain  station 
for  his  exclusive  use,  he  must  give  notice 
to  the  railroad  company,  and  that,  after 
this  has  been  given,  the  company  has  a  rea- 
sonable time  in  which  to  furnish  the  car. 
In  codifying  the  law  in  relation  to  common 
carriers.  Civil  Code  1895,  §  2278,  declares: 
"A  common  carrier,  holding  himself  out  to 
the  public  as  such,  is  bound  to  receive  all 
goods  and  passengers  offered  that  he  is  able 
and  accustomed  to  carry,  upon  compliance 
with  such  reasonable  regulations  as  he  may 
adopt  for  his  own  safety  and  the  benefit  of 
the  public."  Section  2282  provides  that 
"the  common  carrier  is  bound  not  only  for 
the  safe  transportation  and  delivery  of 
goods,  but  also  that  the  same  be  done  with- 
out unreasonable  delay."  It  has  long  since 
been  declared  to  be  the  law,  and  is  now  em- 
bodied in  our  Code,  that  "for  every  right 
there  shall  be  a  remedy,  and  every  court 
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having  jurisdiction  of  the  one  may,  if  neces- 
sary, frame  the  other."    Section  4929. 

Here,  then,  was  a  right  of  action  arising 
from  the  application  of  common-law  princi- 
ples, and  recognized  by  our  Code.  Was  it 
repealed  or  abrogated  by  the  act  of  1905  7 
A  repeal  of  an  existing  law  must  be  either 
express  or  by  implication.  It  has  some- 
times been  said  that  a  repeal  may  result 
from  a  revision  designed  to  create  a  new 
and  independent  system,  and  to  dispose  of 
the  whole  subject  of  legislation,  and  which 
is  evidently  intended  as  a  substitute  for  the 
former  law.  The  theory  of  repeal  by  revi- 
sion has  its  legitimate  application;  but  the 
intention  to  repeal  one  law  giving  a  right  of 
action,  merely  because  of  the  passage  of 
another,  is  not  to  be  too  freely  presumed, 
else  the  whole  doctrine  of  concurrent  reme- 
dies might  be  upset.  It  was  once  questioned 
whether,  under  the  Constitution  of  1877, 
there  could  be  a  repeal  of  a  statute  by  im- 
plication. It  is  now  settled  that  there  may 
be  such  repeals,  but  they  are  not  favored, 
and  the  legislative  intent  to  accomplish  that 
result  must  be  clear.  Edalgo  v.  Southern 
R.  Co.  129  Ga.  264,  58  S.  K.  846,  and  cita- 
tions. There  «is  no  express  repeal  or  exclu- 
sion, in  the  act  of  1905,  of  the  right  to  sue 
for  damages. 

Is  there  a  clear  legislative  intent  that  it 
should  repeal  the  pre-existing  right  of  a 
shipper  to  bring  an  action  for  damages 
against  a  carrier  for  a  breach  of  duty  in 
respect  to  furnishing  cars  or  transporting 
his  freight  with  due  diligence  ?  The  act  pro- 
vided for  a  liability  to  pay  an  amount  per 
day  per  car,  to  be  prescribed  by  the  commis- 
sion, for  the  failure  to  furnish  cars  if  or- 
dered in  the  manner  required.  It  did  not 
undertake  to  provide  any  method  for  ascer- 
taining the  extent  of  damages  which  might 
be  inflicted  upon  a  shipper;  nor  did  it  say 
in  terms  that  the  remedy  so  given  should 
be  exclusive.  The  amount  specified  by  the 
commission  might  be  a  reasonable,  fixed 
amount,  say  $1  per  day  per  car.  If  a  ship- 
per desired  to  proceed  by  virtue  of  that  act, 
it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  comply  with 
its  terms.  It  stated  that,  if  a  shipper  or 
consignor  Should  require  the  placing  of  a 
car  or  cars  to  be  used  in  car  load  shipments, 
"then,  in  order  for  the  consignor  or  shipper 
to  avail  himself  of  the  forfeitures  or  penal- 
ties prescribed  by  the  rules  und  regulations 
of  said  railroad  commission,  it  must  first 
appear  that  such  shipper  or  consignor  made 
written  application  for  said  car  or  cars  to 
said  railroad."  It  was  declared  that  the 
railroad  commission  should,  by  reasonable 
rules  and  regulations,  provide  a  time  within 
which  cars  should  be  furnished  after  being 
thus  ordered,  "and  the  penalty  per  day  per 
car  to  be  paid  by  said  railroad  company  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


sse 


GEORGIA  SUPREllE  OOUET. 


ft*, 


the  event  such  car  or  cars  are  not  furnished 
as  ordered."  It  then  continued:  "And  pro- 
vided further  that,  in  order  for  any  shipper 
or  coBsignor  to  avail  himself  of  the  penal- 
ties provided  by  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  said  railsoad  commission,  such  shipper  or 
consignor  shall  likewise  be  subject,  under 
proper. rules  to  be  fixed  by  said  conunission, 
to  the  orders,  rules,  and  regulations  of  said 
railroad  commission."  Thus,  twice  in  the 
2d  section  of  the-  act,  occurs  a  statemtRt 
that,  in  order  for  the  consignorvor  shipper 
to  avail  himself  of  the  forfeitures  or  penal- 
ties provided  for  in  it,  and  in  the  rules  ef 
the  railroad  commission  to  be  adopted  in 
pursuance  of  it,  he  must  do  certain  things. 
This  indicates  much  more  strongly  an  inten- 
tion to  provide  a  cumulative  remedy,  and 
to'  permit  the  shipper  to  avail  himself  of  it 
upon  certain  terms,  than  a  repeal  of  a 
pre-existing  remedy. 

Again,  the  3d  section  of  the  act  (which 
has  since  been  repealed  by  the  act  of  1907), 
provided  that,  "before  any  railroad  company 
is  subjected  to  the  penalties  provided  by 
this  act,  said  railroad  commission  shall  re- 
quire said  railroad  company  to  show  cause 
therefor;  and  if  sufficient  cause  is  shown, 
then  said  company  shall  be  relieved  from 
any  further  liability  under  this  act."  As- 
suming that  the  hearing  thus  provided  for 
applied  to  the  "reciprocal  demurrage,"  or 
amount  subject  under  the  act  to  be  re- 
covered by  the  shipper,  as  well  as  to  the 
public  penalty  recoverable  by  the  railroad 
commission,  which  was  provided  for  in  the 
4th  section,  shall  it  be  held  that  the  gener- 
al assembly  meant  in  all  events  to  exclude 
a  shipper  from  suing  a  carrier  for  damages 
arising  from  the  breach  of  the  common-law 
duty  to  him  in  regard  to  furnishing  cars 
or  not  delaying  transportation,  to  limit 
him  absolutely  to  the  recovery  of  the 
amount  fixed  by  the  rule  of  the  railroad 
commission,  and,  as  to  that,  to  submit  the 
question  of  liability  to  the  commission,  and 
relieve  the  company  from  paying  even  the 
limited  amount,  if  the  commission  should 
so  decide?  It  would  require  a  very  strong 
implication  to  show  that  the  legislature,  in 
endeavoring  to  confer  upon  shippers  an  ad- 
ditional means  of  enforcing  prompt  furnish- 
ing of  cars,  absolutely  excluded  them  from 
a  resort  to  the  courts  for  a  recovery  of 
damages,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  without  any 
right  of  choice  of  remedies,  placed  upon 
them  the  restrictions  above  indicated.  We 
think  that  the  act  was  intended  to  give  an 
additional  safeguard  and  remedy  which  a 
shipper  might  adopt  if  he  so  desired,  and 
not  to  destroy  his  right  of  action  for  dam- 
ages for  failure  of  duty  by  the  carrier  as 
to  furnishing  cars  or  transporting  freight 
without  unreasonable  delay. 
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Counsel  for  plaintiff  in  error  cited  and  re- 
lied on  the  decision  of  the  cojirt  of  appeals 
in  Pennington  ▼.  Douglas,  A.  &  O.  S.  Co.  3 
Ga.  App.  665,  60  S.  E.  485.  The  judgmest 
was  doubtless  correct.  But  we  regret  that 
we  cannot  concur  with  our  learned  brethren 
in  all  that  was  said  in  discussing  the  case. 
The  action  there  was  clearly  brought  under 
the  act  of  1005.  Tike  allegations,  as  report- 
ed, showed  beyond  controversy  that  it  was 
an  effort  to  enforce  the  liability  provided  by 
that  act.  The  court  of  appeals  so  constni«l 
it,  and  we  concur  in  that  construction.  So 
considered,  it  was  held  to  be  fatally  de- 
fective. Mere  statements  of  counsel,  oral 
or  written,  in  argument,  as  to  what  they 
intended  to  claim,  could  not  alter  the  patent 
fact  that  the  suit  was  of  that  nature,  and 
was  not  a  suit  to  recover  damages  for  a 
breach  of  the  common-law  duty.  The  court 
of  appeals  also  held  that,  if  the  action 
should  be  treated  as  one  seeking  to  recover 
damages  for  a  breach  of  the  duty  of  the 
carrier  aside  from  the  act,  it  was  insuifi- 
cient  in  its  allegations.  These  rulings  were 
enough  to  terminate  the  case;  and  that 
court  evidently  entertained  the  tIcw  that 
the  judgment  could  be  rested  on  the  first 
ground  alone,  as  it  was  said  in  the  opinion: 
"The  judgment  of  the  lower  court  sustain- 
ing the  demurrer  generally  might  well  have 
been  sustained  upon  the  principle  that,  be- 
ing plainly  an  action  for  the  penalty  or 
damages  provided  by  the  Steed  act,  it  was 
incapable  of  being,  transformed  into  a  com- 
mon-law action  for  damages  against  the  car- 
rier." 

Reliance  is  also  placed  by  counsel  for 
plaintiff  in  error  on  the  decision  in  Texas 
&  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Abilene  Cotton  Oil  Co.  204 
tJ.  S.  420,  61  L.  ed.  553,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
350,  0  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1075.  But  a  careful 
comparison  of  that  decision,  and  the  act  of 
Congress  on  which  it  rested,  with  the  present 
case,  and  the  act  of  the  legislature  now 
under  consideration,  will  show  that  the  two 
subjects  considered  were  quite  different,  and 
that  ther*  is  no  conflict  between  the  two 
decisions.  14  there  be  any  apparent  differ- 
ence at  first  view,  it  will  disappear  when 
the  act  then  under  consideration  and  that 
now  involved  are  compared.  In  the  opinion 
in  the  case  cited,  Mr.  Justice  White  gave 
a  brief  synopsis  of  what  was  called  "The 
Act  to  Regulate  Commerce,"  or  what  is 
more  commonly  called  "The  Act  to  Regulate 
Interstate  Commerce,"  as  it  existed  at  the 
time  when  the  shipments  under  considera- 
tion were  made.  From  that  statement  the 
following  extracts  are  taken:  "The  act 
made  it  the  duty  of  carriers  subject  to  its 
provisions  to  charge  only  just  and  reason- 
able rates.  To  that  end,  the  duty  was  im- 
posed of  establishing  and  publishing  sched- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1»10. 


SOUTHERN  R.  CO.  v.  MOORE. 


857 


olei  of  luch  ratei.  It  forbade  all  unjuBt 
preferenoes  and  discriminationB,  made  it  un- 
lawful to  depart  from  the  rates  in  the  es- 
tablished schedules  until  the  same  were 
changed  as  authorized  by  the  act,  and  such 
departure  was  made  an  offense  punishabl* 
by  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both,  and  the 
prohibitions  of  the  act  and  the  punishments 
which  it  imposed  were  directed,  not  only 
against  carriers,  but  against  shippers,  or 
any  person  who,  directly  or  indirectly,  by 
any  machination  or  device,  in  any  manner 
whatsoever,  accomplished  the  result  of  pro- 
ducing the  wrongful  discriminations  or  pref- 
erences which  the  act  forbade.  It  was  made 
the  duty  of  carriers  subject  to  the  act  to  file 
with  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
created  by  that  act,  copies  of  established 
schedules,  and  power  was  conferred  upon 
that  body  to  provide  as  to  the  form  of  the 
schedules,  and  penalties  were  imposed  for 
not  establishing  and  filing  the  required 
schedules.  The  Commission  was  endowed- 
with  plenary  administrative  power  to  super- 
vise the  conduct  of  carriers,  to  investigate 
their  affairs,  their  accounts,  and  their  meth- 
ods of  dealing,  and  generally  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  ...  to  hear  com- 
plaints concerning  violations  of  the  act,  to 
investigate  the  same,  and,  if  the  complaints 
were  well  founded,  to  direct  not  only  the 
making  of  reparation  to  the  injured  per- 
sons, but  to  order  the  carrier  to  desist  from 
such  violation  in  the  future." 

Provision  was  made  for  the  enforcement 
of  the  orders  of  the  commission  by  invoking 
the  authority  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  prima  facie  effect  in  such  courts 
was  given  to  the  findings  of  fact  made  by 
the  Commission.  The  suit  then  before  the 
court  was  brought  by  an  oil  company 
against  a  railroad  company,  alleging  that 
the  latter  had  exacted  from  the  former  the 
paj'ment  of  an  unjust  and  unreasonable  rate 
on  the  shipment  of  certain  car  loads  of  cot- 
ton seed  from  points  in  Louisiana  to  Abi- 
lene, Texas,  and  that  the  rate  exacted  was 
also  discriminatory,  and  amounted  to  char- 
ging more  for  a  shorter  than  for  a  longer 
haul.  One  point  involved  was  whether  the 
act  referred  to  above  prevented  the  shipper 
from  maintaining  an  action  at  common  law 
in  a  state  court  to  recover  for  what  was 
alleged  to  be  excessive  and  unreasonable 
freight  rates  exacted  on  interstate  ship- 
ments, where  the  rates  charged  were  those 
which  had  been  duly  fixed  by  the  carrier  ac- 
cording to  the  act,  and  had  not  been  found 
to  be  unreasonable  by  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission.  The  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United'  States  held  that  such  an  action 
in  the  state  court  could  not  be  maintained. 

The  act  of  Congress  prohibited  a  depart- 
ure from  the  established  rates,  while  the 
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plaintiff  sought  to  recover  beaause  the  rail- 
road company  adhered  to  them.  The  act 
provided  how  such  established  rates  could 
be  changed.  The  plaintiff  sought  in  effect 
to  have  them  changed,  by  being  declared  un- 
reasonable, and  by  recovering  a  portion  of 
the  charge,  upon  proof  offered  in  a  state 
court.  The  act,  dealing  with  the  subject  of 
interstate  commerce,  under  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  on  that 
subject,  provided  a  mode  of  redress,  and  the 
tribunals  in  which  it  should  he  had.  The 
plaintiff  sought  to  disregard  this  provision 
altogether,  and  to  recover  under  a  common- 
law  action  in  a  different  tribunal.  It  would 
seem  plain  that  it  would  be  inconsistent  for 
Congress  to  assume  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  the  subject  of  establishing  interstata 
freight  rates,  and  at  the  same  time  to  al- 
low the  rates  after  being  so  established,  to 
be  entirely  disregarded,  and  to  have  it  left 
to  juries  in  many  jurisdictions  to  determine 
what  rates  were  reasonable,  and  therefore 
what  rates  should  be  established.  The  two 
things  cannot  be  reconciled.  So,  in  our 
own  state,  where  freight  rates  have  been 
fixed  by  the  railroad  commission  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law,  it  could  hardly  be  held 
that  they  could  be  merely  ignored,  and  suits 
be  brought  in  various  courts,  so  as  to  leave 
it  to  the  determination  of  different  juries 
to  declare  ab  origine  whether  a  given  rate 
charged  by  the  carrier  was  reasonable.  And 
the  same  may  be  said  of  some  other  things 
primarily  intrusted  exclusively  to  the  com- 
missioners. But,  from  what  has  already 
been  said,  the  difference  between  the  two 
cases  will  appear. 

The  case  of  Texa^  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Cisco  Oil 
Mill,  204  U.  S.  449,  51  L.  ed.  562,  27  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  358,  is  similar  to  the  one  above  re- 
ferred to;  and  the  decisions  cited  in  the 
opinion  in  the  case  of  the  Texas  &  Pacific 
Railway  Company  do  not  conflict  with  the 
ruling  here  made.  Reliance  was  also  placed 
upon  Endlich  on  the  Interpretation  of  Stat- 
utes §  470;  but  a  reading  of  the  entire  sec- 
tion will  show  that  it  recognizes  the  rule 
above  discussed. 

2.  This  being  an  action  based  on  the  com- 
mon-law liability  of  the  carrier,  and  not  on 
the  act  of  1905,  it  does  not  appear  that  it 
was  subject  to  general  demurrer.  It  was 
alleged,  among  other  things,  that  the  de- 
fendant was  a  common  carrier  for  hire; 
that  it  hod  been  receiving  lumber  for  ship- 
ment from  this  plaintiff  in  the  past;  that 
it  held  itself  out  as  willing  to  receive  the 
shipment  now  involved,  and  promised  from 
time  to  time  to  furnish  cars;  that,  under 
direction  of  its  agent,  he  placed  the  lumber 
at  a  certain  point  on  its  right  of  way  (Geor- 
gia Southern  &  F.  R.  Co.  v.  Harchman,  121 
Ga.  236,  48  S.  E.  961;  Atlantic  &  B.  R.  Co., 
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V.  Howard  Supply  Co.  125  Ga.  478,  64  S.  E. 
530) ;  that  he  urged  them  repeatedly  to  fur- 
nish the  necessary  oars,  informing  them  of 
the  necessity  for  prompt  shipment  and  of  the 
damages  which  would  accrue  to  him  from 
delay;  and  that  they  negligently  failed  and 
refused  to  furnish  such  cars,  and  allowed 
the  lumber  to  remain  lying  on  their  right  of 
way  from  November  20,  1906,  until  the  suit 
was  brought,  March  6,  1908,  thereby  causing 
it  to  be  injured  and  damage  to  accrue  to  the 
plaintiff.  The  allegations  of  the  petition 
were  sufficient  to  withstand  a  general  de- 
murrer, and  the  grounds  of  special  demurrer 
were  not  urged. 
Judgment  affirmed. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 

Fish,  Ch.  J.,  concurring: 

I  concur  in  the  judgment.  If  the  railroad 
commission  has  the  power,  under  the  act  of 
1906,  to  make  a  rule  requiring  railroad 
companies  to  furnish  cars  to  shippers  within 
a  given  time  and  to  prescribe  a  penalty  for 
failure  to  comply  with  such  rule,  then,  for 
the  reasons  given  in  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
a  shipper  is  not  restricted  to  a  recovery  of 
the  penalty  for  a  violation  of  the  rule.  If 
the  railroad  commission  has  no  power  to 
prescribe  such  a  rule  and  penalty,  which  I 
think  is  true  (see  dissent  in  Southern  R.  Co. 
V.  Melton,  133  Ga.  277,  65  S.  £.  665),  then, 
of  course,  it  follows  that  the  only  remedy 
a  shipper  has,  who  may  have  sustained  dam- 
ages for  a  breach  of  the  common-law  duty 
of  a  railroad  company  to  furnish  him  car<), 
is  a  common-law  action  for  damages. 


IliLINOIS  SUPRKME  COURT. 

AUGUST  BECKER  et  al.,  Appts., 

V. 

WALTER  BECKER  et  al. 

(241  111.  423,  89  N.  E.  737.) 

Hnsband  and  wife  —  antenuptial  agree- 
ment —  performance  —  Insurance. 

Failure  of  a  man  to  keep  alive  the  in- 
surance on  his  life  will  defeat  his  right  to 
his  wife's  property  at  her  death,  under  an 
antenuptial  agreement  to  the  effect  that 
each  shall  have  the  control  of  his  or  her 
own  property  during  life,  and  that  he  shall 
keep  alive  a  life  insurance  policy  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which,  together  with  her  separate 
property,  shall  be  hers  if  she  survive  him, 
and  that  her  property  shall  go  to  him  at 
her  death  him  surviving. 

(Vickers,  J.,  dissents.) 

(October  26,  1009.) 

APPE.\L  by  complainants  from  a  decree  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Whiteside  Coun- 
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ty  dismissing  a  bill  filed  to  partition  cer- 
tain lands  to  which  they  elaimed  title  as 
heirs  at  law  of  Augusta  Miahler,  deceased. 
Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Skinner  A  Coe,  Cbarles  k. 
Biernatzkl,  and  Jarvis  Dlnsmoor,  for  ap- 
pellants: 

An  agreement  that  upon  the  death  of  t 
certain  party  another  shall  have  certain 
property,  certain  conditions  having  been  (ul- 
iilled,  is  an  executory  contract. 

McKinnon  v.  McKinnon,  5  C.  C.  A.  530, 
56  Fed.  409. 

Performance  of  conditions  precedent  are 
necessary  to  enforcement  of  conditions  sub- 
sequent. 

Merrill  v.  Wisconsin  Female  College,  74 
Wis.  415,  43  N.  W.  104;  McCormick  Har- 
vesting Mach.  Co.  V.  Hnug,  88  111.  App.  674; 
2  Parsons,  Contr.  5th  ed.  p.  677 ;  Page,  Contr. 
§§  1454,  1478;  Lake  Shore  &  M.  S.  R.  Co. 
V.  Richards,  152  III.  59,  30  L.R.A.  33.  38  S. 
E.  773;  Van  Sicklen  v.  Ballard,  97  III.  App. 
640;  National  Surety  Co.  v.  Long,  60  C. 
C.  A.  623,  125  Fed.  887. 

A  condition  precedent  must  be  strictlr 
and  literally  performed. 

Nevius  V.  Gourley,  95  III.  200;  Bracnnn 
V.  Mesick,  10  Cat.  108;  Doe  ex  dem.  Shockl«y 
V.  Parvis,  4  Houst.  (Del.)  569;  Martin  v. 
Ballou,  13  Barb.  132;  Vanhorne  v.  Dor- 
ranee,  2  Dall.  317,  1  L.  ed.  391,  Fed  Cas. 
No.  10,857;  1  Jarm,in,  Wills,  2d  ed.  p.  672; 
Reynish  v.  Martin,  3  Atk.  330. 

Conditions  precedent  must  be  punctually 


Sate.  —  Right  of  party  to  antpniipd'ai 
marriage  settlement  vho  is  in  de- 
fault to  enforce  covenants  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  other  party. 

Marriage  is  a  sufficient  consideration  to 
support  an  antenuptial  agreement,  either 
lictwoen  the  immediate  contracting  parties 
or  third  persons.  Indeed  it  is  ranked  a« 
among  the  most  valuable  of  considerations, 
although  distinguishable  from  other  valua- 
ble considerations  in  that  it  is  not  capable 
of  being  reduced  to  a  value  which  can  be 
expressed  in  dollars  and  cents,  and  also  in 
that,  after  the  marriage,  the  status  cannot 
be  changed  by  setting  it  aside,  rescinding,  or 
canceling  it,  and  hence  the  parties  cannot  l« 
placed  in  statu  quo.  Therefore  sound  pol- 
icy requires  the  enforcement  of  contracts  en- 
tered into  prior  thereto  and  which  induced 
the  marriage.  Lloyd  v.  Lloyd,  2  Mvl.  &  C- 
192;  North  v.  Ansell,  2  P.  Wma.  018:  Mil- 
ford  ▼.  Mitford,  0  Ves.  Jr.  87;  Corsbie  t. 
Free,  Craig  &  Ph.  64;  Burridge  v.  Row.  1 
Younge  &  C.  Ch.  Cas.  583;  Turner  v.  War- 
ren, 160  Pa,  336,  28  Atl.  781 ;  MeU  v.  Black- 
burn, 0  Wyo.  481,  66  Pac.  857:  Barnes  v. 
Barnes,  110  Cal.  418,  42  Pac.  904. 

It  is  a  rule  of  law  established  at  an  early 
time  that,   in  the   interpretation  of  cove- 
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performed,  and  until  they  are  performed  no 
estate  vests. 

Johnson  v.  Warren,  74  Mich.  491,  42  N. 
W.  74;  Page  v.  Frazer,  14  Bush,  208;  Rogan 
T.  Walker,  1  Wis.  631 ;  Re  Smith,  50  Iowa, 
270,  9  N.  W.  107. 

If  a  condition  precedent  is,  or  becomes, 
impossible  of  performance,  no  estate  vests. 

Stockton  V.  Weber,  98  Cat.  433,  33  Pac. 
332;  Cassem  v.  Kennedy,  147  111.  664,  36 
N.  E.  738. 

One  who  seeks  to  have  title  vest  by  vir- 
tue of  a  contract  must  have  performed  all 
the  conditions  required  of  him  in  the  con- 
tract. 

Brenner  v.  Gauch,  86  111.  368;  McMahilt 
r.  McMahill,  113  111.  465;  Duntop  v.  Lamb, 
182   111.   319^  65   N.   E.   354;    Kreeland   v. 


Freeland,  128  Mass.  609;  SuUings  v.  Sul- 
lings,  0  Allen,  234;  Butman  v.  Porter,  100 
Mass.  337;  Graliam  v.  Graham,  67  Hun, 
329,  22  N.  Y.  Supp.  299 ;  Gibson  v.  Gibson, 
16  Mass.  100,  8  Am.  Dec.  04;  Camden  Mut. 
Ins.  Asso.  V.  Jones,  23  N.  J.  Eq.  171 ;  Neves 
v.  Scott,  9  How.  196,  13  L.  cd.  102;  Jack- 
son ex  dem.  Reeves  v.  Topping,  1  Wend.  38H, 
10  Am.  Dec.  616. 

Messrs.  A.  A.  Wolferspcrger  and  C.  C. 
McMahon,   for   appellees: 

The  agreement  in  question  is  an  executed 
contract. 

BuHington  v.  Buffington,  161  Ind.  200,  61 
N.  E.  328. 

Where  the  covenant  broken  does  not  go  to 
the  whole  consideration  it  will  not  be  held 
to  be   a   condition    precedent,   but   only   a 


nants,  they  will  be  construed  to  be  either 
dependent  or  independent  of  each  other,  ac- 
cording to  the  intention  and  meaning  of 
the  parties  and  the  good  sense  of  the  cuse, 
and  technical  words  will  be  construed  ac- 
cording to  such  intention.  So,  where  a  cove- 
nant goes  only  to  part  of  the  omsideration 
on  both  sides,  and  a  breach  of  such  covenant 
may  be  paid  for  in  damages,  it  is  an  inde- 
pendent covenant,  and  an  action  can  be 
maintained  for  the  breach  of  the  covenant 
on  the  part  of  Uie  defendant  without  aver- 
ring performance  in  the  declaration.  This 
rule  IS  enforced  with  great  liberality  as  to 
covenants  contained  in  marriage  settlements, 
and  such  covenants  will  be  held  to  be  inde- 
pendent rather  than  dependent,  unless  tlic 
clear  language  of  the  contract  requires  a 
contrary  holding,  at  least  where,  to  hold 
that  the  covenant  was  dependent  would  be 
to  defeat  the  right  to  the  performance  of  an 
antenuptial  marriage  settlement,  the  pri- 
mary consideration  of  which  was  marriage. 
Lloyd  V.  Lloyd;  North  v.  Ansell;  Turner  v. 
Warren;  and  Metz  v.  Blackburn, — supra. 

<>n  this  point  in  Lloyd  v.  Lloyd,  the  court 
said  that  where  the  marriage  had  taken 
place,  the  contract  had  been  so  far  per- 
formed that  the  court  must  put  some  con- 
struction upon  it,  to  the  extent  it  remained 
to  be  performed,  and  although  in  the  case 
of  an  ordinary  contract  the  party  who  had 
not  performed  his  part  might  not  be  enti- 
tled to  claim  any  benefits  thereunder  against 
the  other  party,  it  was  different  in  mar- 
riage articles.  It  was,  however,  conceded 
that  even  as  to  such  agreements  covenants 
might  be  so  framed  as  to  be  mutually  de- 
pendent, and,  if  it  was  clear  on  the  face  of 
the  settlement  that  such  was  the  intention, 
that  intention  must  control.  In  this  case 
the  covenants  sought  to  be  enforced  were 
to  be  performed  by  the  parents  of  one  of 
the  parties  to  the  marriage,  and  it  was  held 
that  they  were  enforceable  in  behalf  of  the 
parties  to  the  marriage,  although  tliey  were 
made  to  depend  upon  the  performance  of 
certain  covenants  by  the  parents  of  the  oth- 
er party  to  the  marriage,  and,  while  thpv 
were  mutually  dependent  covenants  in  that 
sense,  vet.  as  their  performance  was  clearly 
/6  I,.ILA.(N.8.) 


not  to  be  simultaneous,  it  was  held  that  the 
intention  of  the  parties  should  control  and 
the  covenants  construed  to  be  independent 
rather  than  dependent. 

This  doctrine  was  also  applied  in  North 
v.  Ansell,  as  to  covenants  by  the  immediate 
parties  to  the  marriage,  and  it  was  held 
that,  where  the  intended  husband  agreed 
that  his  intended  wife  should  have  the  free 
disposal  by  will  of  £200,  conditioned  upon 
bringing  £500  to  him  as  her  marriage  por- 
tion, after  the  parties  had  lived  together  fif- 
teen years  he  could  not  defeat  her  right  un- 
der this  covenant  to  make  a  free  disposal  by 
will  of  £200  by  showing  that  she  had  never 
brought  to  him  as  her  marriage  portion 
£aOO,  but  that  the  amount  she  brought  was 
£300. 

And  in  Turner  ▼.  Warren,  where  ne- 
gotiations preceding  marriage  culminated  in 
an  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  intended 
liusband  that  he  would  immediately  convey 
certain  land  to  his  intended  wife,  and  after 
marriage  she  would  devise  it  to  him,  wliicli 
she  did  not  do,  the  court  said :  "iler  failure 
or  neglect  to  make  r  will  could  not  devest 
her  legal  title  to  the  land,  unless  there  were 
proof  of  fraud,  and  there  is  no  such  proof 
in  the  case.  At  the  time  the  deed  was  made 
by  his  direction  it  was  termed  a  marriage 
portion  for  his  intended  wife.  The  mar- 
riage was  consummated,  and  to  that  extent 
the  purpose  of  the  grantor  was  not  disap- 
pointed. He  knew  his  wife  might  not  make 
a  will,  or,  if  she  made  one,  might  revoke  or 
destroy  it.  He  therefore  assumed  the  risk 
that  every  expectant  of  benefits  under  a  will 
runs, — a  change  of  mind  in  the  donor.  Be- 
sides the  relation  of  this  man  and  woman 
was  wholly  diilerent  after  marriage  from 
what  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  agreement. 
It  was  of  a  more  confidential  nature.  Who 
can  say  that  her  neglect  to  make  a  will  was 
not  the  result  of  an  agreement  between  them 
after  marriage;  that  an  antenuptial  ar- 
rangement was  not  abandoned  by  mutual 
consent?"  In  this  case  the  deed  was  deliv- 
ered to  the  wife  by  placing  it  in  the  hands 
of  a  third  person  for  safe-keeping  after  its 
due  execution ;  but  when  it  was  sought  to 
claim    the   property    thereunder,    after   the 
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breach  ot  a  covenant  er  Btipulation,  for 
which  the  remedy  is  an  action  for  damages 
at  law. 

Prairie  Farmer  Co.  v.  Taylor,  GO  III.  440, 
18  Am.  Rep.  021;  Nelson  v.  Oren,  41  111. 
18;  Turner  v.  Warren,  160  Pa.  336,  28  Atl. 
781;  White  v.  Gillman,  43  111.  502;  Palmer 
V.  Meriden  Britannia  Co.  188  111.  508,  59  N. 
E.  247;  Rubens  v.  Hill,  213  111.  623,  72  N.  E. 
1127;  White  v.  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso. 
233  111.  526,  84  N.  E.  658;  2  Parsons,  Contr. 
6th  ed.  526;  North  ft  S.  Rolling  Stock  Co.  v. 
O'Hara,  73  111.  A  pp.  691;  Boone  v.  Clark, 
129  111.  601,  6  L.R.A.  276,  21  N.  E.  850; 
Board  of  Education  v.  First  Baptist  Church, 
63  111.  204;  Gallaher  v.  Herbert,  117  III. 
160,  7  N.  E.  511;  19  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
2d  ed.  p.  1244;  Voris  v.  Rsnshaw,  49  III. 
426;  Metz  v.  Blackburn.  0  Wto.  481,  65 
Pac.  857. 

Hand,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  was  a  bill  in  chancery  filed  by  the 
complainants  against  the  defendants,  as 
heirs  at  law  of  Augusta  Mishler,  deceased, 
in  the  circuit  court  of  Whiteside  county,  to 
partition  certain  lands  situated  in  said 
county  of  which  it  was  alleged  said  Au- 
gusta Mishler  died  seised.  Jesse  Mishler, 
the  surviving  husband  of  Augusta  Mishler, 
was  made  a  party  defendant  to  the  bill. 
Mishler  interposed  a  demurrer  to  the  bill, 
which  was  sustained,  and  a  decree  was  en- 


death  of  both  the  husband  and  wife,  the 
name  of  the  husband  as  grantor  was  found 
erased.  The  foregoing  conclusion  was  reached 
in  sustaining  the  right  of  the  representatives 
of  the  wife  to  maintain  ejectment  for  the 
land  conveyed  by  such  deed,  against  a  devi- 
see under  a  later  will  of  the  husband,  made 
after  the  death  of  his  wife. 

So,  where  the  promise  of  marriage  is 
the  principal  and  primary  consideration  for 
an  antenuptial  conveyance  of  real  estate,  it 
cannot  thereafter  be  set  aside  by  the  hus- 
band and  grantor  on  the  ground  of  the 
wife's  failure  to  perform  other  agreements 
to  be  performed  by  her,  such  as  paying  his 
outstanding  debts  and  providing  a  home  for 
himself  and  a  daughter  by  a  former  mar- 
riage.   Metz  T.  Blackburn,  supra. 

And  where  the  consideration  for  the  trans- 
fer of  real  estate  was  a  promise  by  the  in- 
tended wife  and  grantee  to  marry  and  live 
with  the  grantor  during  their  joint  lives, 
and  such  agreement  was  performed  to  the 
extent  that  the  parties  were  married  and 
lived  together  for  a  number  of  years,  the 
conveyance  will  not  thereafter  be  set  aside 
in  behalf  of  the  husband,  although  the  wife 
and  grantee  finally  left  him  and  ceased  to 
cohabit  with  him  without  cause.  Barnes  v. 
Barnes,  110  Cal.  420,  42  Pnc.  904. 

Compare  with  York  v.  Ferner,  59  Iowa, 
487,  13  N.  W.  630,  which  holds  that  an  ante- 
nuptial contract  based  upon  a  contemplateu 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


tered  dismissing  the  bill  for  want  of  equity, 
and. the  complainants  in  the  bill  have  prose- 
cnte(|  this  appeal  to  reverse  said  decree. 

The  bill  alleged  that  in  the  year  1889  Au- 
gusta Scheer  (at  the  time  of  her  death  Au- 
gusta Mishler)  and  Jesse  Mishler  contem- 
plated marriage;  that  on  the  16th  day  of 
March  of  that  year  they  entered  into  an  an- 
tenuptial contract  in  writing,  which  was  in 
words  and  figures  as  follows: 

"This  agreement,  made  this  16th  day  of 
March,  1889,  between  Augusta  Scheer,  of  the 
city  of  Sterling;  in  Whiteside  county,  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  of  the  first  part,  and  Jesse 
Mishler,  of  said  county  and  state,  of  the 
second  part: 

"Witnesseth:  That  whereas  marriage  is 
about  to  be  had  and  solemnized  between  said 
parties;  and  whereas  the  said  Augusta 
Scheer  is  possessed  of  real  and  personal  es- 
tate situated  in  said  county,  consisting  of 
lands,  chattels,  and  negotiable  securities, 
and  the  said  Jesse  Mishler  is  also  possessed 
of  real  and  personal  estate,  consisting  of 
farm  lands  and  stock,  etc.,  situated  in  the 
county  aforesaid ;  and  whereas  it  is  mutual- 
ly desired  by  the  parties  that  the  real  and 
personal  estate  of  each  shall  remain  sepa- 
rate and  be  subject  only  to  the  sole  ooatrol 
of  its  respective  owners,  as  well  after  mar- 
riage as  previous  thereto,  during  their  joint 
lives,  they  mutually  agree  and  covenant  that 
all  the  estate  now  owned  or  possessed  by 
said  Augusta  Scheer,  or  which  she  may  here- 


marriage  cannot  be  enforced  by  a  party 
thereto  who  shortly  after  the  consummation 
of  the  marriage  abandoned  her  husband 
without  cause.  The  court  said  that  the 
consideration  of  the  instrument  was  a  mar- 
riage contract,  and,  if  it  was  broken  and 
violated,  the  antenuptial  contract  could  not 
be  enforced. 

In  comparing  these  two  cases  it  will  be 
noted  that  in  the  latter  case  the  parties 
lived  together  but  a  brief  period  of  time  be- 
fore the  wife  abandoned  the  husband,  while 
in  the  Barnes  Case  the  parties  lived  togeth- 
er for  a  considerable  period  of  time.  In  the 
Barnes  Case  the  court  said  that  "the  case 
put  in  the  argument,  of  a  woman  merely 
going  through  the  marriage  ceremony  and 
then  refusing  to  act  further  as  a  wife,  has 
no  pertinency  to  the  case  at  bar.  In  such 
a  case  it  might  be  held,  perhaps,  that  the 
contract  to  marry  was  not  actually  per- 
formed, but  here  the  marriage  was  fully 
consummated  and  the  relation  of  husband 
and  wife  maintained  for  years."  ■  It  is  also 
worthy  to  note  that  in  the  Barnes  Case,  the 
action  was  to  set  aside  an  executed  convey- 
ance, while  in  York  v.  Ferner,  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  contract  was  sought. 

As  to  misconduct  of  wife  as  affecting  deed 
or  gift  to  her  before  and  in  consideration 
of  marriage,  see  Jackson  ▼.  Jackson,  6 
L.R.A.  (N.S.)  785,  and  note  appended. 

It  IS  well  settled  that  the  party  to  such  a 
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after  acquire  or  become  entitled  to  in  any 
way  or  manner,  shall  remain. her  separate 
property,  aubjact  entirely  to  her  individual 
control  and  management,  the  same  as  if  she 
were  unmarried,  the  said  Jesse  Mi  shier  not 
acquiring  by  force  of  such  marriage,  for 
himself  or  his  creditors,  any  interest  there- 
in, or  in  the  use  or  control  thereof,  or  in  the 
rents  and  profits  arising  therefrom,  during 
the  lifetime  of  the  said  Augusta  Scheer; 
and  that  all  the  said  estate,  real  and  per- 
sonal, now  owned  or  possessed  by  Jesse 
Mishier,  or  which  he  may  hereafter  acquire 
or  become  entitled  to  in  any  way  or  manner, 
except  as  hereinafter  provided,  shall  remain 
his  separate  property,  subject  entirely  to  bis 
individual  control  and  disposition,  and  dis- 
charged, at  his  death,  of  the  dower  and 
homestead  rights  of  said  Augusta  Scheer, 
and  also  discharged  of  all  and  every  claim, 
right,  and  demand  in  the  personal  estate  of 
Jesse  Mishier  which  a  widow  is  entitled  to 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  state 
of  Illinois  in  the  personal  estate  of  her  hus- 
band, the  said  Augusta  Scheer  sot  acquir- 
ing, by  the  force  of  her  marriage,  for  her- 
self, her  heirs,  assigns,  or  creditors,  any  in- 
terest therein  or  control  thereof,  or  in  the 
rents  and  profits  thereof,  during  the  life  of 
the  said  Jesse  Mishier  or  after  his  death: 
Provided,  however,  that  at  the  death  of  the 
said  Jesse  Mishier,  if  the  said  Augusta 
Scheer  shall  survive  him,  she  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  money  arising  from  a  policy  of 


insurance  of  $2,000  in  the  Whiteman's  Life 
Insurance  Company  issued  upon  the  life  of 
said  Jesse  Mishier  and  now  in  full  force  and 
effect,  which  said  policy,  or  its  equivalent 
in  some  reputable  company,  shall  be  kept  in 
full  force  and  effect  during  the  life  of  said 
Jesse  Mishier  as  part  of  the  consideration  of 
these  presents.  Now,  therefore,  in  consider- 
ation of  such  marriage,  and  of  the  further 
consideration  mentioned  hereafter,  it  is 
agreed  by  Jesse  Mishier  that  he  will  waive 
and  release  and  relinquish  unto  Augusta 
Scheer  all  dower  interest  in  the  real  estate 
now  possessed  by  her  or  which  she  may  here- 
after acquire  or  become  entitled  to  in  any 
inanner,  of  which  she  niaybecome  vested  by 
force  of  the  contemplated  marriage,  and  at 
all  times  permit  said  Augusta  Scheer  to  con- 
trol said  estate,  and  all  her  personal  estiite 
that  she  may  now  be  possessed  of  or  which 
may  hereafter  come  to  her,  and  to  receive, 
expend,  and  re-invest  the  income,  rents,  and 
profits  therefrom  at  her  discretion  and  to 
her  own  separate  use,  the  same  as  though 
unmarried;  and  therefore  it  is  agreed  by 
said  Augusta  Scheer,  in  consideration  of  said 
marriage  and  of  the  foregoing  covenants  on 
the  part  of  Jesse  Mishier,  that  she  exprvss- 
1}  waives  and  relinquishes  unto  Jesse  Mish- 
ier all  dower  and  homestead  right  and  in- 
terests in  the  real  estate  of  which  he  is  now 
possessed  or  which  he  may  hereafter  acquire 
or  in  any  manner  become  entitled  to,  of 
which  she  may  become  vested  by  the  con- 


contract  or  settlement  wlio  is  in  default 
cannot  require  the  performance  of  covenants 
to  be  performed  by  the  other  party,  without 
making  good  the  default.  Thus  an  assignee 
or  trustee  in  bankruptcy  of  the  estate  of  a 
deceased  husband,  who  has  pot  fully  per- 
formed covenants  to  be  performed  by  him 
as  a  party  to  a  marriage  settlement,  is  not 
entitled  to  the  possession  of  that  portion  of 
the  wife's  property  assigned  to  the  husband 
in  the  articles  of  settlement,  but  not  reduced 
to  his  possession  during  his  lifetime,  with- 
out first  making  good  the  husband's  default. 
Mitford  V.  Mitford;  Corsbie  v.  Free;  and 
Burridge  v.  Row, — supra.  And  see  Houston 
v.  Barry,  5  Ir.  Eq.  Rep.  294,  to  the  elTect 
that  a  party  to  a  marriage  settlement  who 
is  in  default  must  make  good  his  default  in 
order  to  obtain  thereunder. 

So,  where  a  man  in  contemplation  of  mar- 
ria^  agrees  to  make  a  settlement  upon  his 
wife,  in  consideration  of  which  she  agrees 
to  relinquish  her  marital  rights  in  his  prop- 
erty at  his  death,  and  he  fails  to  make  the 
settlement,  she  is  not  barred  of  any  right 
which  she  might  have  asserted  had  no  such 
afrreement  been  executed.  Mann  v.  Mann, 
63  Vt.  65;  Pierce  v.  Pierce,  0  Hun,  50,  af- 
firmed on  other  grounds  in  71  N.  Y.  154,  27 
Am.  Rep.  22;  Sheldon  v.  Bliss,  8  N.  Y.  31; 
Wodward  v.  Woodward,  S  Sneed,  40;  Vance 
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V.  Vance,  21  Me.  304;  Suitings  v.  Suitings, 
0  Allen,  234;  Hastings  v.  Dickinson,  7  Mass. 
153,  5  Am.  Dec.  34;  Gibson  v.  Gibson,  16 
Mass.  106,  8  Am.  Dec.  94. 

In  Mann  v.  Mann,  the  court  said  that  in 
such  a  case  the  purpose  and  object  of  the 
covenant  was  to  make  provision  for  the  wife, 
"and  to  place  it  beyond  the  contingency  of 
hazard,  or  inability  of  the  estate  to  respond 
in  full.  With  that  hazard  added,  it  does 
not  follow  that  she  would  have  accepted  the 
provisions  of  the  contract,  and  entered  into 
the  covenant  to  waive  the  right  which  the 
law  gives  her  to  the  estate  of  the  deceased 
husband.  .  .  .  It  is  of  the  essence  of  the 
contract  that  the  husband  perform  agree- 
ablv  to  his  covenants,  in  order  to  hold  the 
widow  to  the  performance  of  her  covenants 
after  his  decease." 

So,  where  a  woman  released,  by  an  ante- 
nuptial contract,  all  her  rights  to  the  prop- 
erty of  her  intended  husband  as  his  heir, 
in  consideration  of  cerain  material  prom- 
ises upon  his  part  to  be  performed,  such 
as  educating  her  daughter  by  a  former  mar- 
riage, and  he  failed  to  carry  out  such  cove- 
nants, she  may  show  this  fact  in  order  to 
furnish  the  basis  for  claiming  her  rights  in 
his  estate  as  an  heir.  Re  Warner,  6  Cal. 
App.  361,  92  Pac.  191. 
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templated  marriage,  and  she  hereby  express- 1 
ly  relinquishes  all  claim  in  and  to  the 
personal  estate  of  which  Jesse  Misbler  is 
now  possessed  or  hereafter  may  acquire  or 
in  any  manner  may  become  entitled  to;  in 
case  the  said  Augusta  Kcheer  shall  survive 
the  said  Jesse  Mishler,  save  and  except  the 
$2,000  life  insurance  policy  aforesaid.  And 
she  hereby  covenants  and  a^ees,  in  con- 
sideration of  said  marriage  and  the  afore- 
said covenants  and  acquirements  entered 
into  on  the  part  of  Jesse  Mishler,  that  the 
said  Jesse  Mishler  shall  at  her,  the  said 
Augusta  Scheer's,  death  have  as  his  own  an 
absolute  fee-simple  title  in  and  to  all  the 
real  estate  of  which  she  may  die  seised,  and 
shall  have,  possess,  control,  and  own  abso- 
lute all  the  personal  estate,  of  every  de- 
scription, of  which  she  may  die  possessed  or 
which  she  may  be  entitled  to,  free  from  let 
or  hindrance  upon  the  part  of  the  heirs  of 
the  said  Augusta  Scheer.  The  purpose  and 
meaning  hereof  being,  that,  in  case  Augusta 
Scheer  shall  survive  the  said  Jesse  Mishler, 
she  have  her  own  separate  estate  and  the 
money  arising  from  the  life  insurance  pol- 
icy aforesaid,  discharged  of  any  right  or 
interest,  claim  or  demands,  of  the  heirs  of 
the  said  Jesse  Mishler,  but  in  case  she  shall 
not  survive  the  said  Jesse  Mishler,  the  latter 
shall  at  her  death  become  immediately  vest- 
ed with  all  the  absolute  right,  title,  and 
ownership  in  and  to  all  the  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  of  which  the  said  Augusta 
Scheer  may  die  seised  or  possessed,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Augusta 
Scheer." 

The  bill  further  alleges  that  subsequent  to 
the  date  of  said  contract  said  Jesse  Mish- 
ler and  said  Augusta  Scheer  were  married 
and  lived  together  as  husband  and  wife  un- 
til the  death  of  said  Augusta  Mishler,  in 
the  year  !1905;  that  Jesse  Mishler  did  not 
keep  the  insurance  policy  mentioned  in  said 
contract  in  force,  but  permitted  the  same  to 
lapse  many  years  prior  to  the  death  of  his 
wife,  and  never  took  out  any  policy  of  in- 
surance upon  his  life  in  lieu  thereof  in  any 
other  insurance  company,  and  vhereby  the 
said  Jesse  Mishler  failed  to  comply  with  said 
contract  on  his  part,  by  means  whereof  said 
contract  became  null  and  void.  The  bill 
prayed  that  the  rights  of  the  parties  in  the 
lands  of  which  Augusta  Mishler  died  seised 
might  be  settled  and  determined,  and,  in 
case  the  lands  could  not  be  divided,  that 
they  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  divided. 

The  main  question  to  be  determined  upon 
this  appeal  is:  Jesse  Mishler  having  failed 
to  keep  the  life  insurance  policy  mentioned 
in  said  contract  in  force,  what  rights,  if  any, 
under  said  contract,  did  he  take  iu  the  real 
estate  of  his  wife  upon  her  death?  The 
contract  provided  that  the  wife  should  take 
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no  interest  in  the  estate  of  her  htisband  upon 
his  deatli  if  she  survived  him,  and  that  the 
husband  should  take  no  interest  in  the  es- 
tate of  his  wife  upon  her  death  if  he  sur- 
vived her,  which  might  grow  out  of  the  mari- 
tal relations  under  the  law,  and  that  each 
should  control  their  respective  estates  dur- 
ing their  married  life,  freed  from  the  eontrol 
of  the  other, — that  is,  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests which  the  survivor  was  to  bare  in  the 
estate  of  the  one  who  should  first  die  were 
sought  to  be  regulated  and  controlled  by  the 
contract  which  they  entered  into  prior  to 
their  marriage,  and  not  by  the  statute  gov- 
erning the  disposition  of  the  estate  of  a  de- 
ceased wife  or  deceased  husband.  Contracts 
of  the  character  of  the  one  entered  into  be- 
tween the  said  parties  are  generally  recag- 
nized  as  valid  by  the  courts.  Especially  is 
this  true  in  courts  of  equity.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  terms  of  the  contract  here  in- 
volved will  disclose,  in  addition  to  the  pro- 
visions above  referred  to,  that  if  the  wife 
should  survive  the  husband,  in  lieu  of  the 
rights  conferred  upon  her  by  statute,  she 
should  take  tlie  proceeds  of  the  $2,000  life  in- 
surance policy  then  in  force  upon  the  life  of 
her  husband,  which  he  agreed  to  keep  in 
force,  and  the  wife  covenanted  and  agreed 
with  the  husband,  in  case  he  survived  her, 
in  lien  of  his  statutory  rights  in  her  estate 
and  "in  consideration  of  said  marriage  and 
the  aforesaid  covenants  and  acquirements 
entered  into  on  the  part  of  Jesse  Mishler, 
that  the  said  Jesse  Mishler  shall  at  her,  the 
said  Augilsta  Scheer's,  death  have  as  his 
own  an  absolute  fee-simple  title  in  and  to 
all  the  real  estate  of  which  she  may  die 
seised,  and  shall  have,  possess,  control,  and 
own  absolute,  all  the  personal  estate,  of 
every  description,  of  which  she  may  die  pos- 
sessed or  which  she  may  be  entitled  to,  free 
from  let  or  hindrance  upon  the  part  of  the 
heirs  of  the  said  Augusta  Scheer." 

It  is  apparent  that  the  wife,  by  virtue  of 
the  contract,  took  no  interest  in  the  estate 
of  the  husband  during  his  life,  and  that  the 
husband  took  no  interest  in  t)ic  estate  of 
the  wife  during  her  life.  If,  however,  the 
husband  survived  the  wife,  it  was  agreed, 
"in  consideration  of  said  marriage  »nd  the 
aforesaid  covenants  and  acquaintances  en- 
tered into  on  the  part  of  Jesse  Mishler,"  he 
was  to  have  her  entire  estate.  One  of  the 
covenants  and  agreements  which  Jesse  Mish- 
ler had  entered  into  by  the  contract  was  that 
he  would  keep  in  force,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
wife,  the  $2,000  life  insurance  policy  on  his 
life.  This  he  failed  to  do,  and  the  question 
to  be  determined  in  this  case  is  narrowed 
to  the  question.  Did  his  failure  to  keep  and 
perform  that  covenant  defeat  his  right  to  re- 
ceive the  wife's  entire  estate  upon  her  death, 
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in  case  he  survived  her,  bj  virtue  of  the 
terms  of  said  contract! 

It  is  clear  that  the  husband  toolc  no  in- 
terest in  his  wife's  estate  during  her  life, 
and,  if  he.  ever  took  an  interest  therein  un- 
der, said  contract,  he  toolc  such  interest  at 
her  death.  The  contract  was  not  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  deed,  and  does  not  purport  to  in- 
vest him  with  the  title  to  said  estate. 
The  legal  title  to  the  lands  of  Au- 
gusta Mishler,  did  not,  therefore,  pass  to 
Jesse  Mishler,  under  said  contract,  at  the 
time  of  her  death,  but  under  the  law  vested 
in  her  heirs,  and  Jesse  MishTe'r  at  most, 
upon  her  death,  took  an  equitable  interest 
in  her  estate.  The  legal  title  having  vested 
in  the  heirs  of  Augusta  Mishler,  if  under 
the  terms  of  the  contract  Jesse  Mishler  upon 
her  deatl  became  the  equitable  owner  of 
her  lands,  a  court  of  equity,  on  a  bill  filed 
for  that  pi'^pose,  might  specifically  enforce 
the  terms  of  said  contract  against  her  heirs, 
and  by  decree  invest  Jesse  Mishler  with  the 
legal,  as  well  as  the  equitable — that  is,  the 
absolute — title  to  said  estate.  Johnston  v. 
Spicer,  107  N.  Y.  185,  13  N.  E.  753.  Had, 
however,  the  husbnn<!  died  a  bill  against  the 
heirs  of  his  deceased  wife  for  a  specific  per- 
formance of  the  contract  entered  into  be- 
tween himself  and  wife  prior  to  their  mar- 
riage, and  to  have  invested  in  himself  the 
legal  title  to  said  lands  of  his  wife,  it  would 
have  devolved  upon  him,  in  order  to  entitle 
him  to  relief,  to  establish  that  he  had  per- 
formed the  "covenants  and  acquirements 
entered  into"  on  his  part,  which  would  have 
required  proof  on  his  part  that  he  had  kept 
in  force,  for  the  benefit  of  the  wife,  said 
$2,000  insurance  policy.  While  the  bill  in 
this  case,  was  filed  by  the  heirs  of  Augusta 
Mishler,  and  not  by  the  husband,  and  was 
for  the  partition  of  the  lands  uf  the  deceased 
wife,  to  hold  that  the  heirs  were  not  entitled 
to  partition  of  the  lands  of  which  the  wife 
died  seised  was  to  hold  that  the  husband 
had  performed  the  covenants  and  require- 
ments to  be  performed  by  him  as  provided 
by  said  contract,  and  to  give  effect  to  the 
contract  against  the  heirs,  which  was,  in 
legal  elTeet,  to  specifically  enforce,  in  favor 
of  the  husband  and  against  the  heirs  of  the 
wife,  said  contract. 

The  general  rule  is  that,  where  an  estate 
is  to  vest  upon  the  happening  of  an  event, 
it  must  be  shown  that  the  event  has  taken 
place,  and,  if  the  event  consists  of  several 
particulars,  it  must  be  shown  that  every 
particular  has  been  performed.  In  Nevius 
V.  Gourley,  05  III.  206,  the  testator  provided 
for  the  payment  of  three  money  bequests, 
and  then  directed,  if  a  devisee  named  in  the 
will  should  pay  said  bequests  "out  of  his 
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own  private  funds"  within  one  year,  certain 
lands  should  go  to  said  devisee.  The  devisee 
paid  two  bequests,  but  neglected  to  pay  the 
third,  and  it  was  held  that  the  title  to  the 
land  did  not  vest  in  the  devisee.  The  court, 
on  page  213,  said:  "We  understand  the 
rule  to  be  that  a  precedent  condition  must 
be  strictly  performed,  and,  where  there  is  a 
substantial  deviation  from  the  intent  of  the 
testator  as  expressed  in  the  will,  the  title 
will  not  vest.  Kent,  in  vol.  4,  §  125,  in  dis- 
cussing this  subject,  says:  'Precedent  con- 
ditions must  be  literally  performed,  and 
even  a  court  of  chancery  will  never  vest  an 
estate  when,  by  reason  of  a  condition  prece- 
dent, it  will  not  vest  in  law.  It  cannot  re- 
lieve from  the  consequences  of  a  condition 
precedent  unperformed.' "  And  the  court 
then  quotes  as  follows  from  Vanhorne  v. 
Dorranee,  2  Dall.  317,  1  L.  cd.  301,  Fed.  (as. 
No.  16,857;  1  Jarman,  Wills,  2d  ed.  p.  072, 
and  Reynish  v.  Martin,  3  Atk.  330:  "In 
Vanhorne  v.  Dorranee,  supra,  it  is  said, 
where  an  net  is  previous  to  an  eatute  and 
that  act  consists  of  several  particu'nrs, 
every  particular  must  be  -performed  before 
the  estate  can  vest  or  take  effect.  See  also 
1  Jarman  on  Willsj  2d  ed.  p.  672,  and  notes, 
and  Reynish  v.  Martin,  supra.  In  the  laxt 
case  cited  it  is  said:  'But  in  our  law, 
where  the  condition  is  precedent,  the  leg- 
atory takes  nothing  till  the  condition  is  per- 
formed, and  consequently  has  no  right  to 
come  and  demand  the  legacy,  but  it  is  other- 
wise where  the  condition  is  subsequent.' " 

The  marriage  of  Augusta  Scheer  and 
Jesse  Mishler  was  not  the  sole  consideration 
for  the  vesting  of  the  estate  of  the  wife, 
upon  her  death,  in  her  proposed  husband. 
The  marriage  had  been  consummated  long 
prior  to  the  time  when  the  estate  was  to 
vest.  The  covenants  that  the  wife,  in  case 
she  survived  her  husband,  was  to  have  as 
her  portion  the  proceeds  of  said  insurance 
policy,  and  in  case  the  husband  survived  the 
wife  he  was  to  have  her  entire  estate,  were 
mutual  covenants  and  were  dependent  upon 
each  other,  and,  the  husband  having  violated 
his  covenant  to  keep  in  fores  the  life  insur- 
ance, it  would  be,  we  think,  clearly  inequita- 
ble to  enforce  the  covenant  of  the  wife  in 
his  favor,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  right  of 
her  heirs  to  participate  in  the  division  of 
her  estate. 

In  Suitings  v.  SuUings,  9  Allen,  234,  by 
an  antenuptial  agreement  Sullings  agreed  to 
procure  and  convey  cert&in  bank  shares  to 
a  trustee  for  the  benefit  of  his  proposed  wife, 
and,  in  the  event  of  the  marriage  and  the 
continuance  in  life  of  the  parties  for  five 
years  thereafter,  to  pay  $200  a  year,  to  be 
held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  th9  intend- 
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ed  wife,  provided  he  should  die  in  her  life- 
time, and  she  agreed  to  accept  the  provisions 
BO  made  for  her  comfort  and  support  in  lieu 
of  dower  and  as  a  bar  to  every  other  claim 
by  her  upon  the  estate  of  her  husband  after 
his  death.  The  parties  married  and  lived 
together  over  fifteen  years,  when  the  bus- 
bond  died.  The  bank  stock  was  not  trans- 
ferred to  the  trustee  until  nearly  fpur  years 
after  the  marriage,  and  none  of  the  pay- 
ments of  money  were  made  during  his  life. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  court  refused 
to  compel  the  widow  specifically  to  perform 
her  agreement.  See  also  Butman  v.  Porter, 
100  Mass.  337;  also  Freeland  v.  Freeland, 
128  Mass.  609,  where,  on  page  610,  it  is 
said:  "It  is  true  that  when,  by  reason  of 
the  default  or  neglect  of  the  husband,  the 
wife  has  lost  the  benefit  intended  to  be  se- 
cured to  her  by  a  contract  of  this  nature, 
her  right  to  dower  in  his  estate  is  not  barred 
by  virtue  of  the  stipulations  in  the  contract, 
for  though  the  covenant  not  to  claim  dower 
is  valid  independently  of  the  statute,  when 
made  for  an  adequate  consideration  and 
with  a  full  understanding  of  its  force  and 
effect,  nevertheless,  when  it  is  contained  in 
the  same  instrument  with  covenants  and 
agreements  of  the  husband  which  form  a 
part,  with  it,  of  one  mutual  arrangement, 
the'  failure  of  the  part  of  the  arrangement 
which  is  designed  for  the  benefit  of  the  wife, 
through  the  fault  or  negligence  of  the  hus- 
band, is  enough  to  destroy  the  binding  effect 
of  her  covenant."  While  in  that  case  the 
widow  was  held  to  be  bound  by  the  contract, 
the  husband  in  no  event  was  to  receive  any 
interest  in  her  estate,  which  was  conveyed 
to  a  trustee  for  her  benefit,  and  she  was  to 
have  the  entire  control  of  the  estate  during 
her  life  and  the  power  to  dispose  of  it  at 
her  death,  and,  if  she  failed  to  dispose  of  it 
at  her  death,  it  was  to  go  to  her  heirs,  to 
the  exclusion  of  her  husband.  The  contract 
expressly  provided  that  the  $1,500  to  be 
paid  her  was  to  be  a  debt  against  her  hus- 
band's estate.  The  court  held  she  took  her 
chances  of  there  being  sufficient  assets  of 
her  husband's  estate,  in  case  ho  died  first, 
to  pay  her  that  amount,  while  in  the  case 
at  bar  the  maintenance  of  the  insurance 
policy  for  the  wife's  benefit  was  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  vesting  of  her  entire  estate 
in  the  husband,  sliould  ho  survive  her.  And 
in  York  v.  Ferner,  59  Iowa,  487,  13  N.  W. 
630,  the  widow  brought  an  action  against 
the  administrator  of  her  deceased  husband 
to  recover  an  annuity  provided  for  in  an 
antenuptial  contract.  It  appeared  that 
subsequent  to  the  marriage  she  abandoned 
her  husband  without  legal  cause,  and  the 
court  refused  to  specifically  enforce  the 
antenuptial  contract. 
26  L.R.A.(N,S.) 


Had  Jesse  Mishler  performed  the  cove- 
nants and  agreements  in  the  contract  which 
he  made  with  his  wife,  the  contract  would 
have  been  binding  upon  the  wife,  and  would 
have  furnished  a  basis  whereby  he  could 
have  acquired  the  absolute  title  to  her  real 
estate  as  against  her  heirs.  Upon  her  death 
the  legal  title  to  her  real  estate  vested  in 
her  heirs,  and,  when  the  husband  asserted 
title  to  her  real  estate  under  said  contract, 
it  devolved  upon  him  to  make  it  appear  that 
he  had  performed  the  covenants  and  agree- 
ments agreed  to  be  performed  by  him.  This 
he  failed  to  do. 

Counsel  for  Jesse  Mishler  have  cited  nu- 
merous cases  to  the  effect  that,  where 
numerous  covenants  are  contained  in  a  con- 
tract, and  some  one  or  more  of  them  have 
been  broken,  and  the  broken  covenants  are 
not  conditions  precedent,  the  remedy  upon 
a  broken  covenant  is  by  action  for  damages. 
While  this  is  the  general  rule,  we  fail  to 
see  the  application  of  the  principle  an- 
nounced in  those  cases  to  the  case  at  bar. 
Had  the  title  vested  in  Jesse  Mishler  to  his 
wife's  lands  by  deed  made  by  her  in  her 
lifetime,  then  the  remedy  of  the  wife,  in 
case  she  had  survived  him,  for  a  failure  to 
keep  in  force  said  life  insurance  policy,  may 
be  conceded  to  have  been  an  action  against 
his  estate  upon  the  broken  covenant.  That, 
however,  is  not  this  case.  The  ease  here  pre- 
sented is  one  where  a  man  agrees  with  a 
woman  with  whom  he  contemplates  mar- 
riage that  he  will  keep  in  force  an  insurance 
policy  upon  his  life  for  her  benefit,  in  case 
she  shall  survive  him,  if  she  will  agree  that 
in  case  he  survive  her  he  shall  receive  all 
her  property  at  her  death,  and  the  intended 
husband,  after  marriage,  fails  to  perform 
his  part  of  the  agreement  by  neglecting  or 
refusing  to  keep  the  insurance  policy  for 
the  benefit  of  his  wife  in  forco;  and  a  court 
of  equity  is  asked  to  enforce,  after  her 
death,  against  her  heirs,  in  favor  of  the  hus- 
band, the  covenant  that  upon  the  death  of 
his  wife  he  shall  receive  the  entire  estate, 
by,  in  effect,  decreeing  a  specific  perform- 
ance of  the  contract  in  his  favor,  although 
it  clearly  appears  from  the  bill  that  the 
condition,  expressed  in  the  form  of  a  co\'e- 
nant,  upon  which  the  husband  was  to  have 
the  right  to  inherit  the  entire  estate  of  his 
wife  had  been  broken  by  the  husband. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  the  Circuit  Court 
improperly  sustained  the  demurrer  to  the 
bill  of  complaint.  The  decree  will  there- 
fore be  reversed  and  the  cause  will  be  re- 
manded to  the  Circuit  Court,  with  directions 
to'  that  court  to  overrule  the  demurrer. 

Yickcrs,  J.,  dissenta. 
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UNITED   STATES   FIDELITT   ft   GUAR- 
ANTY COMPANY,  Appt, 
v.- 

STATE  OF  KANSAS. 

(81  Kan.  660,  106  Foe  1040.) 

Appeal  —  bonding  company  —  effect   of 
forfeiture  of  charter. 

1.  Under  §  535  of  the  General  Statutes 
of  1001,  the  failure  of  a  bonding  company 
to  pay  a  judgment  rendered  against  it, 
from  which  no  appeal  is  taken  within  sixty 

Headnotes  by  Johnston,  Ch.  J, 


days,  operates  as  a  forfeiture  of  the  right 
of  the  company  to  do  business  under  the 
act,  but  does  not  preclude  the  taking  of  an 
appeal  after  the  prescribed  time. 
Depository  —  estoppel  Of  surety  —  re- 
citals In  bond. 

2.  In  pursuance  of  chapter  41,  Laws  1891, 
a  bank  was  designated  by  the  state  treas- 
urer as  a  depository  for  the  collection  of 
drafts,  checks,  and  certificates  of  deposit 
that  might  come  into  the  state  treasurer's 
hands  on  account  of  any  claims  du^  the 
state;  and  it  gave  a  bond  signed  by  the  ap- 
pellant as  surety,  reciting  its  designation 
as  a  depository  for  the  foregoing  purposes, 
and  also  contained  the  condition  that  it 
would  "promptly  collect  all  drafts,  checks. 


Wote.  —  LiahiUtj/  of  aurettef  on  hond  of 
bank  as  depository  of  public  funds 
as  affected  by  acquiescence  or  con- 
nivatiec  of  publio  officials  in  the  mis- 
use of  the  funds. 


The  cases  upon  the  question  here  consid- 
ered are  in  accord  with  United  States 
FlDEUTT  it  G.  Co.  T.  State,  in  holding  that 
such  acquiescence  or  connivance  will  not 
discharge  the  sureties. 

Thus  the  sureties  on  the  bond  of  a  bank 
selected  as  a  state  depository  are  liable  for 
the  amount  deposited  in  the  bank  by  the 
state  treasurer,  which  did  not  exceed  the 
amount  of  the  bond,  although  he  deposited 
a  larger  amount  in  the  bank  than  was  pre- 
scribed by  the  board  of  deposits.  State  v. 
Pederson,  135  Wis.  31,  114  N.  W.  828.  The 
-court  said:  "The  state  is  not  ordinarily 
estopped  by  acts  of  misfeasance  on  the 
part  of  its  officers,  nor  does  it  contract  with 
the  sureties  on  an  official  bond  given  to  it 
that  otlier  public  officers  shall  perform  their 
public  duties  faithfully.  Sureties  upon 
such  bonds  are  presumed  to  know  this  prin- 
ciple, and  to  consent  to  be  bound  by  it. 
The  principles  governing  the  liabilities  of 
sureties  upon  private  bonds  and  contracts 
have  no  application  so  far  as  they  conflict 
-with  this.  .  .  .  The  gross  amount  de- 
posited was  within  the  penalties  and  terms 
of  the  bond,  and  the  sureties  must  perform 
their  contract." 

So,  in  Re  State  Treasurer's  Settlement 
(Bartley  v.  Meserre)  51  Neb.  116,  36 
1..R.A.  746,  70  N.  W.  532,  a  deposit  in  ex- 
cess of  the  amount  prescribed  was  held  not 
to  release  the  bank  or  its  sureties  from  re- 
paying the  sum  deposited,  in  conformity 
with  the  depository  law,  with  the  accre- 
tions thereof.  This  case  seems  to  imply, 
however,  that  the  parties  would  not  be  lia- 
ble for  the  full  penalty  of  the  bond. 

Where  the  predecessor  of  a  county  de- 
pository wu  insolTent,  and  did  not  turn 
over  to  the  new  depository  in  cash  the  bal- 
ance due  the  county,  and  the  new  deposi- 
tory for  some  time  paid  the  drafts  of  the 
county  but  subsequently  suspended,  the 
sureties  of  the  latter  were  held  liable  re- 
gardless of  whether  the  loss  was  due  to  the 
act  of  the  first  depository,  and  without 
reference  to  the  nonaction  of  the  <vDunty 
treasurers  prior  to  the  execution  of  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  55 


bond.  Henry  County  v.  Salmon,  201  Mo. 
136,  100  S.  W.  20.  The  court  said:  "No 
reason  is  perceived  why  they  should  not 
have  sought  out  the  facts  before  they  put 
their  names  to  the  bondj  for  sureties  are 
bound  to  be  diligent  in  their  own  protection. 
They  should,  no  more  than  other  people, 
take  a  leap  in  the  dark,  but  look  before  they 
leap.  If  we  were  to  admit  (which  we  by 
no  means  do)  that  the  county  should  be 
bound  by  negligent  omissions  of  its  treas- 
urer, yet  we  should  be  bound  to  hold  that 
the  negligent  omissions  should  be  the  proxi- 
mate cause  of.  the  injury  to  the  sureties  in 
order  that  a  release  might  be  predicated  of 
them.  Now,  this  is  not  a  case  of  the  blind 
leading  the  blind  and  both  falling  into  the 
ditch.  Here  there  was  no  leading  whatever. 
Here  the  sureties  apted  on  their  own  initia- 
tive; that  is  (to  speak  figuratively,  and  in 
no  sense  personally)  the  blind  fell  into  the 
ditch,  unled,  and  unenticed." 

So,  an  independent  transaction  between 
a  receiver  and  a  bank  designated  as  a  de- 
pository, by  which  a  demand  deposit  was 
changed  to  a  time  deposit,  was  held  not  to 
affect  the  -liability  of  the  bank's  sureties, 
and  where  the  bank  failed  before  the  certif- 
icate matured,  and  the  bond  provided  that 
the  deposit  should  be  forthcoming  whenever 
demanded,  they  were  held  liable.  Scott  v. 
W^hipple,  119  Ga.  485,  46  S.  E.  683. 

And  the  state's  cause  of  action  against 
a  bank  and  its  sureties  has  been  held  not  to 
be  effected  by  the  fact  that  the  state  treas- 
urer had  contracted  with  such  bank  as  a 
state  depository  while  he  was  president  of 
the  bank.  People  v.  Bankers'  Surety  Co. 
158  Mich.  30,  122  N.  W.  353. 

In  St.  Louis  County  v.  Security  Bank, 
75  Minn.  174,  77  N.  W.  815,  where  the  bond 
of  a  bank  designated  as  a  depository  for 
county  funds  was  conditioned  pursuant  to 
statute,  on  the  payment  of  interest  on 
monthly  balances  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent 
and  the  holding  of  the  money  and  interest 
subject  to  draft  at  all  times,  the  sureties 
were  held  liable  for  money  deposited  by  the 
county  treasurer  for  which  he  took  a  cer- 
tificate of  deposit  payable  in  six  months, 
with  interest  at  3  per  cent.  The  point  ex- 
pressly decided  in  this  case,  however,  was 
that  the  amount  constituted  a  deposit  with- 
in the  condition  of  the  bond. 
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and  certificates  of  deposit  that  may  be  de- 
livered to  it  by  the  state  treasurer  for  col- 
lection, and  shall  safely  keep  the  proceeds 
of  all  such  collections  and  promptly  pav 
the  same  on  the  state  treasurer's  order/' 
and  afterward  the  bank  made  default,  and 
failed  to  pay  upon  the  orders  of  the  state 
treasurer.  Held,  that  the  surety  of  the 
defaulting  bank  is  estopped  to  deny  the 
facts  recited  in  the  bond,  including  tlie  re- 
cital that  the  bank  was  duly  designated, 
that  the  drafts,  checks,  and  certificates  men- 
tioned in  the  bond  were  delivered  to  it  for 
collection,  and  that  it  undertook  to  collect 
all  drafts,  checks,  and  certificates  delivered 
to  it  arising  from  any  claims  due  the  state, 
and  is  also  estopped  to  deny  that  the  de- 
pository act  is  valid. 

banie  —  liability   of  surety  —  misuse  of 
funds  —  lIU'Kal    agreement  —  effect. 

3.  The  surety  on  the  bond  of  the  de- 
pository bank  wilt  not  be  heard  to  say  that 
there  was  an  illegal  agreement  between  the 
bnnk  and  the  treasurer  that  state  funds 
should  remain  in  and  be  used  by  the  bank 
for  long  periods  of  time  after  collections 
were  made,  nor  will  any  improper  action 
of  the  bank  in  keeping  the  accounts  of  the 
state  or  in  handling  the  deposits  lessen  the 
liability  of  the  surety. 

Same  —  bond '—  validity. 

4.  The  bond  in  Question,  if  not  in  strict 
compliance  with  tne  statute,  has  all  the 
elements  and  binding  force  of  a  common- 
law  obligation,  and  the  bank  having  by 
means  of  the  bond  secured  possession  of 
the  state  funds,  neither  it  nor  the  surety 
can  escape  liability  for  nonperformance  of 
the  conditions  of  the  bond. 

Payments  —  running  account  —  appli- 
cation. 

5.  In  running  accounts,  where  there  are 
items  of  debit  and  credit,  and  there  has  been 
no  appropriation  of  payments  by  the  par- 
ties, the  ordinary  rule  is  that  the  first  debit 
items  are  extinguished  by  the  first  credit 
items,  but  that  is  subject  to  the  other  rule 
that  where  a  debtor  owes  debts,  some  se- 
cured and  others  unsecured,  and  neither 
debtor  nor  creditor  has  directed  the  ap- 
plication, the  law  will  apply  the  payments 
on  the  unsecured  debts. 

Appeal  —  erroneous  beneficial  rallng  — 

harmless  error. 

C.  The  fact  that  the  court  gave  the  jury 
an  incorrect  rule  for  the  computation  of  in- 
terest is  no  ground  for  reversal,  where  such 
rule  operated  to  the  benefit  of  appellant, 
and  necessarily  made  the  award  of  the  jury 
less  than  it  would  have  been  under  the  cor- 
rect rule. 

(February  12,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Shawnee  County 
in  plaintitf's  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  upon  a  state  depository's  bond. 
Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
20  L.B.A.(N.S.) 


Mr.  N.  H.  loomis,  with  Messrs.  R.  M. 
Blair,  H.  A.  Scandrett,  and  B.  W.  Scan> 
drett,  for  appellant: 

The  bond  is  void  if  it  is  conditioned  to  do 
an  unlawful  act. 

1  Brandt,  Suretyship  &  Guaranty.  §  20; 
McCanna  &  F.  Co.  v.  Citizens'  Trust  i 
Surety  Co.  35  L.R.A.  236,  24  C.  C.  A.  11, 39 
U.  S.  App.  332,  76  Fed.  420;  Daniels  v. 
Barney,  22  Ind.  207 ;  Board  of  Education  t. 
Thompson,  33  Ohio  St.  321. 

In  the  case  of  running  accounts  the  role 
of  first  in  first  out  is  applied  withont  ex- 
ception, and  the  fact  that  some  of  the  items 
of  the  running  account  may  be  secured  ud 
some  unsecured  is  entirely  immaterial. 

2  Am.  t  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  462, 
404;  1  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc  Law,  2d  ed.  Supp^ 
p.  304;  30  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  1247;  Pond 
&  H.  Co.  V.  O'Connor,  70  Minn.  266,  73  N. 
W.  150,  248;  Tapper  v.  New  Home  Sewing 
Mach.  Co.  22  Ind.  App.  313,  53  N.  E.  202; 
Phipps  V.  Willis,  11  Tex.  Civ.  App.  186,  32 
S.  W.  801;  Moses  Bros.  v.  Noble,  86  Ala. 
407,  6  So.  181;  Conduitt  v.  Ryan,  3  Ind. 
App.  1,  29  N.  E.  160;  Moore  v.  Gray,  22 
La.  Ann.  289;  Gushing  v.  Wyman,  44  Me. 
121;  Worthley  v.  Emerson,  116  Mass.  374; 
Harrison  v.  Johnston,  27  Ala.  445;  Truaeott 
v.  King,  6  N.  Y.  147. 

The  surety  is  not  estopped  to  urge  the 
illegality  of  the  transaction. 

State  v.  Buttles,  3  Ohio  St  309;  First 
Nat  Bank  v.  Hawkins,  174  U.  S.  364,  43 
L.  ed.  1007,  19  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  739;  CaU- 
fornia  Nat  Bank  v.  Kennedy,  107  U.  S.  362, 
42  L.  ed.  198,  17  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  831 ;  Daniels 
y.  Barney  and  Board  of  Education  v.  Thomp- 
son, supra. 

If  the  bond  was  executed  in  volation  of 
the  national  banking  act,  it  is  abaolutetf 
void. 

Central  Transp.  Co.  v.  Pullman's  Ptiaee 
Car  Co.  139  U,  S.  24,  69,  35  L.  ed.  55,  6S, 
11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  478;  Denison  v.  Gibson,  24 
Mich.  187;  Levy  v.  Wise,  15  La.  Ann.  38; 
Swift  V.  Beers,  3  Denio,  70. 

Messrs.  F.  S.  Jackson,  Attorney  General, 
J.  W.  Gleed,  F.  Xj.  WllUams,  and  f.  h- 
Hunt,  for  appellee: 

The  surety  on  the  bond,  which  makes  the 
bank  a  depository  and  under  which  alone 
any  deposits  would  be  lawful,  cannot  be 
heard  to  claim  that  the  deposits  were  not 
for  collection. 

St  Louis  County  v.  Security  Bank,  "5 
Minn.  174,  77  N.  W.  815;  St  Louis  County 
V.  American  Loan  &  T.  Co.  75  Minn.  489.  T» 
N.  W.  113;  Manley  v.  Atchison.  9  Kan.  359; 
Loper  V.  State,  48  Kan.  553,  29  Pac  687; 
Rose  V.  Douglass  IVp.  52  Kan.  463,  39  Am. 
St  Rep.  364,  34  Pac.  1046. 

Even  if  the  state  treasurer,  before  or  after 
depositing  checks,  drafts,  and  certificates  of 
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dppoait  in  the  bank  for  collection,  made  an 
agreement  with  the  bank  whereby  the  pro- 
ceeds of  collections  should  remain  with  the 
bank  as  a  general  deposit  or  as  a  loan,  with 
or  without  interest  or  other  considei^tion 
to  the  state  treasurer,  such  wrongful  act 
of  the  state  treasurer  would  not  excuse  the 
surety  from  liability  upon  the  bond  of  the 
depository  bank. 

Manley  t.  Atchison ;  Loper  v.  State ;  Rose 
T.  Douglass  Twp.;  St.  Louis  County  v.  Se- 
curity Bunk;  and  St.  Louis  County  v. 
American  Loan  t  T.  Co., — supra;  Hart  v. 
United  States,  96  U.  S.  316,  24  L.  ed.  479; 
Ramsay  v.  People,  197  111.  572,  90  Am.  St. 
Rep.  177,  64  K.  E.  540;  27  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
L.1W,  2d  ed.  p.  544;  Anderson  v.  Blair,  121 
Ga.  120,  48  S.  E.  D51,  2  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
105;  Waseca  County  v.  Sheelian,  42  Minn. 
57,  5  L.R.A.  785,  43  N.  W.  090;  State  v. 
Pederson,  136  Wis.  31,  114  N.  W.  828; 
Stoeckle  V.  Armstrong,  8  Del.  Ch.  ISO,  38 
Atl.  1059;  Com.  v.  Tate,  89  Ky.  587,  13  S. 
W.  113. 

The  bank  and  its  surety  are  estopped  by 
the  recitals  in  the  bond  to  deny  that  the 
bank  was  a  depository  for  the  collection  of 
all  checks  and  drafU  that  should  be  de- 
livered to  it  by  the  state  treasurer,  and 
which  came  to  the  bands  of  the  state  treas- 
urer on  account  of  claims  due  to  the  state, 
and  are  estopped  to  deny  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  statute  in  pursuance  of  which 
the  bond  was  given. 

Snattinger  v.  Topeka,  80  Kan.  341,  102 
Pac.  508,  32  Cyc.  Law  ft  Proc.  p.  09;  1 
Brandt,  Suretyship  &  Guaranty,  §§  52,  54; 
Red  Wing  Sewer  Pipe  Co.  v.  Donnelly,  102 
Minn.  192,  120  Am.  St.  Rep.  619,  113  N. 
W.  1;  JefTerson  v.  McCarthy,  44  Minn.  26, 
46  N.  W.  140;  Meeker  County  v.  Butler,  25 
Minn.  363;  Greengard  v.  Fretz,  64  Minn.  10, 
65  N.  W.  949;  Hennepin  County  v.  State 
Bank,  64  Min^.  180,  06  N.  W.  143;  Hayden 
v.  Cook,  34  Neb.  670,  62  N.  W.  165;  10  Cyc. 
Law  &  Proc.  pp.  699,  702 ;  St.  Louis  County 
T.  American  Loan  &  T.  Co.  supra;  5  Cur- 
rent Law,  1285;  24  Am.  ft  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
2d  ed.  p.  67;  27  Am.  ft  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d 
ed.  pp.  447,  467;  2  Brandt,  Suretyship  ft 
Guaranty,  §  816;  Pingp-ey.  Suretyship  ft 
Guaranty,  §  59;  1  Brandt,  Suretyship  ft 
Guaranty,  §  52;  Brown  ft  H.  Co.  v.  Ligon, 
92  Fed.  851 ;  Bradford  v.  Skillman,  6  Mart. 
(X.  S.)  123;  Blaco  v.  State,  68  Neb.  557, 
78  N.  W.  1030;  Gray  v.  State,  78  Ind.  68, 
41  Am.  Rep.  545;  Tliompson  ▼.  Rush,  66 
Neb.  758,  92  N.  W.  lOGO;  Daniels  v. 
Teamey,  102  U.  S.  415,  20  L.  ed.  187. 

Tlie  bank  and  its  surety  are  both  estopped 
to  question  the  character  of  the  checks  and 
drafts  deposited. 

Snattinger  v.  Topeka  and  Ramsay  v. 
People,  supra;  State  t.  Moore,  66  Neb.  82, 
26  LJIJL(N.S.) 


76  N.  W.  474;  Clean  v.  King,  116  N.  Y. 
355,  22  N.  E.  659;  Purcell  v.  Beiir  Creek, 
138  111.  524,  28  N.  E.  1085;  Middlcton  v. 
Slate,  120  Ind.  166,  22  N.  E.  123;  State  v. 
Patterson,  66  Kan.  447,  71  Pac.  880. 

Even  in  the  case  of  a  running  account  the 
payments  will,  in  the  absence  of  express 
application  by  the  parties,  be  applied,  first, 
to  the  unsecured  or  least  secured  items. 

Schuelenburg  v.  Martin,  1  McCrary,  348, 

2  Fed.  747;  Field  v.  Holland,  0  Cranc'i,  8, 

3  L.  ed.  136;  Alexandria  v.  Patten,  4 
Cranch,  317,  2  L.  ed.  633;  United  States  v. 
January,  7  Cranch,  572,  3  L.  ed.  443; 
Shellabarger  v.  Binns,  18  Kan.  345;  Black 
Diamond  Coal  Co.  v.  O'Neil,  63  Fed.  Ill; 
First  Nat.  Bank  v.  HoUingsworth,  78  Iowa, 
575,  6  L.R.A.  92,  43  N.  W.  536;  Smith  v. 
Lewiston  Steam  Mill,  66  N.  H.  613,  34  Atl. 
153;  Johnson's  Appeal,  37  Pa.  208;  Creasy 
V.  Emanuel  Reformed  Church,  1  Pa.  Super. 
Ct.  327;  Monson  y.  Meyer,  93  111.  App.  94; 
Bell  ft  C.  Co.  V.  Kentucky  Glass -Works  Co. 
100  Ky.  7,  60  S.  W.  2,  1092,  51  S.  W.  180; 
Hutches  V.  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Mach.  Co. 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  35  8.  W.  60;  Coxe  Bros, 
ft  Co.  V.  Milbrath,  110  Wis.  499.  86  N.  W. 
174. 

Johnston,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

This  action  was  bronght  by  the  state 
against  the  United  States  Fidelity  ft 
Guaranty  Company  on  a  bond  given  by  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Topeka  as  a  de- 
pository of  state  funds,  and  signed  by  the 
defendant  company  as  surety.  At  the 
general  election  in  1902,  T.  T.  Kelly  was 
chosen  as  state  treasurer,  and  he  took  pos- 
session of  the  office  on  January  12,  1903. 
Among  his  first  official  acts  he  designated 
the  First  National  Bank  as  a  state  de- 
pository, and  on  January  20,  1003,  the  bank 
gave  to  the  state  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  $250,- 
000,  signed  by  the  defendant  company  as 
surety,  which  was  approved  by  the  executive 
council  on  January  28,  1903.  This  bond 
recited  that  the  hank  had  been  designatel 
"as  a  depository  for  the  collection  of  drafts, 
checks,  and  certificates  of  deposit  that  may 
come  into  his  [state  treasurer's]  hands  on 
account  of  any  claims  due  the  said  state  of 
Kansas,"  and  it  provided  that  if  the  bank 
"shall  promptly  collect  all  drafts,  checks, 
and  certificates  of  deposit  that  may  be  de- 
livered to  it  by  the  state  treasurer  for  col- 
lection, aud  shall  safely  keep  the  proceeds 
of  all  such  collections  and  promptly  pay  the 
same  on  the  state  treasurer's  order,  and  if 
all  drafts  that  may  be  issued  to  said  state 
treasurer  by  it  shall  be  paid,  then  this  obli- 
gation to  be  void,  otherwise  to  remain  in 
full  force  and  virtue."  On  January  13, 
1903,  Kelly  deposited  with  the  bank  a  chcsk 
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for  $165,385.87,  representing  money  of  the 
state  turned  over  to  him  by  his  predecessor, 
and  on  that  date  he  opened  an  account  with 
the  bank  in  his  own  name  as  state  treasurer, 
by  depositing  other  paper,  wliich  with  the 
check  mentioned  aggregated  $235,250.79.  He 
continued  to  deposit  paper  belonging  to 
the  state  from  day  to  day  until  April  14, 
1005,  when  the  last  deposit  was  made.  This 
paper  included  checks,  drafts,  certificates  of 
deposit,  and  warrants  representing  money 
due  the  state  as  taxes,  some  'due  from  the 
municipalities  of  liie  state,  and  some  de- 
rived from  fees  collected  by  the  insurance 
and  other  departments  of  the  state. 
The  bank  failed,  and  on  July  3,  1905,  a  re- 
ceiver was  appointed,  and  at  that  time  the 
state  had  on  deposit  in  the  bank  $547,575.00. 
Of  this  amount  the  receiver  has  paid  to  the 
state  $443,850.11,  leaving  a  balance  of  $98,- 
715.95,  which,  with  interest  as  computed, 
amounts  to  $139,003.06.  Verdict  was  re- 
turned, and  judgment  given  for  this  amount, 
and  from  the  judgment  the  company  ap- 
peals. 

The  state  made  a  motion  to  dismiss  the 
proceeding  on  tlie  ground  that  the  company 
had  not  taken  an  appeal,  writ  of  error,  or 
supersedeas  within  sixty  days  after  the 
rendition  of  the  judgment  against  it.  The 
motion  was  denied  some  time  ago,  but  the 
writing  of  an  opinion  disposing  of  it  was 
deferred  until  the  final  decision  on  the 
merits  of  the  case.  The  motion  was  based 
on  §  535  of  the  General  Statutes  of  1901, 
which  provides  that  the  neglect  or  refusal  of 
a  bonding  company  to  pay  a  judgment  ren- 
dered against  it  on  its  bond,  from  which  no 
appeal  is  taken  within  sixty  days,  shall 
operate  to  forfeit  its  right  to  do  business 
under  the  act.  The  appeal  in  the  present 
case  was  not  taken  within  the  prescribed 
time.  While  the  act  does  not.  In  express 
terras,  deny  the  right  of  appeal  to  a  com- 
pany which  fails  to  pay  a  judgment  in  time, 
it  is  contended  that  under  the  decisions  of 
Modern  Woodmen  v.  Heath,  71  Kan.  148,  79 
Pac.  1001,  and  Sons  &  Daughters  of  Justice 
v.  Swift,  73  Kan.  255,  84  Pac.  984,  it  must 
be  held  to  have  that  effect.  These  de- 
cisions were  based  upon  an  insurance  stat- 
ute which  in  most  respects  is  like  the  one 
governing  bonding  companies.  However, 
there  is  a  difference  between  the  provisions. 
The  insurance  statute  provides  that  a  fra- 
ternal benefit  society  which  fails  to  pay  any 
judgment  rendered  against  it  "in  any  court 
in  this  state  unappealed  from,  within  sixty 
days  from  the  rendition  of  such  judgment 
.  .  .  shall  be  excluded  from  doing  busi- 
ness within  this  state."  Gen.  Stat.  1001,  § 
35S0.  The  act  in  question  is  that,  if  a 
bonding  company  shall  fail  to  pay  any  final 
judgment  against  it,  from  which  no  appeal, 
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writ  of  error,  or  supersedeas  has  been  taken 
within  sixty  days  after  the  rendition  of  the 
judgment,  it  shall  forfeit  its  right  to  do 
business.  The  decision  in  Modem  Wood- 
men f.  Heath,  supra,  pushed  interpretation 
to  the  limit;  and,  while  that  decision  and 
the  one  which  followed  it  are  adhered  to, 
the  court  does  not  feel  justified  in  extending 
them  farther  under  a  different  and  more 
limited  statute.  The  language  in  the  in- 
surance statute  "any  court  in  this  state," 
clearly  means  "any  court  of  this  state"  be- 
cause just  preceding  it  in  the  same  section 
there  is  a  provision  relating  to  the  removal 
to  the  Federal  court  of  a  suit  commenced  "in 
any  of  the  courts  in  this  state."  The  same 
language  is  used  in  §  534  in  the  same  con- 
nection. The  insurance  statute  was  enacted 
in  1898,  and  the  bunding  company  act  in 
1805.  The  difference  in  the  language  is 
significant.  In  one  case  it  refers  to  a  final 
judgment  of  a  state  court,  in  the  other  to  a 
final  judgment  in  any  court.  The  legis- 
lature can  restrict  the  period  within  which 
steps  may  be  taken  to  review  a  judgment  in 
a  state  court,  but  cannot  regulate  appellate 
procedure  in  the  Federal  courts.  It  can 
reasonably  be  supposed  that  the  legislature 
intended  a  limit  when  it  was  referring  to 
state  courts,  but  it  cannot  be  thought  to 
have  intended  that  when  it  was  referring  to 
judgments  generally.  The  context  clearly 
shows  that  the  words  "in  this  state"  were 
inserted  in  the  insurance  statute  to  sbon- 
that  the  provision  was  not  intended  to  apply 
to  Federal  courts.  If  anyone  desired  to  sue 
an  insurance  company  in  the  Federal  court, 
he  thereby  waived  the  benefit  of  the  sixty 
day  provision.  If  he  chose  the  state  court, 
the  statute  preserved  the  right  to  him  by 
forbidding  a  removal  to  the  Federal  court. 
It  is  equally  clear  that  in  the  bonding  com- 
pany act  the  sixty  day  provision  refers  to 
both  state  and  Federal  courts.  In  view  of 
the  differences  between  the  two  statutes  the 
decisions  referred  to  are  not  controlling, 
and  it  cannot  be  held  that  the  neglect  or 
refusal  of  a  bonding  company  to  pay  within 
the  prescribed  time  shall  be  visited  with  any 
any  other  penalty  than  a  forfeiture  of  its 
right  to  do  business  under  the  act.  The 
motion  was  therefore  denied. 

In  behalf  of  the  appellant  it  is  contended 
that  its  demurrer  to  the  evidence  should 
have  been  sustained,  and  that  its  motion, 
made  at  the  close  of  the  testimony,  to  direct 
a  verdict  in.  its  favor,  should  have  been  al- 
lowed. Several  reasons  are  urged  why  the«e 
rulings  are  erroneous.  One  is  that  under 
the  national  banking  laws  the  bank  was 
without  corporate  power  to  assume  the 
obligations  written  in  the  bond  to  pay  the 
state  the  full  amount  of  all  collections  it 
should  make.     Another  is  that  under  the 
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<1epositoi7  aol^  which  it  contends  must  be 
read  into  the  contract  of  the  surety,  pro- 
vision was  only  made  for  the  collection  of 
paper  due  the  state  for  taxes,  and  that  as 
other  deposits  were  made  and  mingled  with 
the  money  derived  from  taxes,  and  no  show- 
ing was  made  as  to  the  particulai!  amount 
due  for  taxes,  there,  was  no  basis  for  a 
verdict.  Another  reason  urged  for  reversal 
is  that  the  deposits  were  not  for  collection, 
but  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  bank  in- 
definitely, to  be  checked  out  by  the  treas- 
urer the  same  as  any  ordinary  commercial 
deposit,  when  the  law  contemplates  that  the 
paper  shall  be  promptly  collected,  and  the 
money  promptly  withdrawn  and  placed  in 
the  vaults  of  the  state  treasury,  and  that  in 
this  case  the  money  was  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  bank  for  long  periods  under  some 
unlawful  arrangement  between  the  bank  and 
the  treasurer,  the  extent  of  which  the  ap- 
pellant was  not  permitted  fully  to  inquire 
into  on  cross-examination  of  the  state  treas- 
urer. It  appears  that  when  checks,  drafts, 
and  other  paper  were  received  by  the  treas- 
urer they  were  deposited  in  the  bank,  with 
the  understanding  that  the  bank  should 
have  about  ten  days  to  make  the  collection, 
and  if  not  then  notified  to  the  contrary,  the 
treasurer  could  assume  that  the  collection 
had  been  made,  and  the  amount  was  then 
charged  against  the  bank,  and  a  receipt  sent 
to  the  party  from  whom  the  paper  was  ob- 
tained. The  money  collected  remained  in 
the  bank  until  the  treasurer  drew  orders 
for  such  sums  as  were  necessary  to  meet  the 
expenses  and  demands  of  the  state.  The 
contention  is  that  the  arrangements  and 
practices  in  respect  to  these  state  funds,  as 
between  the  treasurer  and  the  bank,  were 
illegal,  and  therefore  not  binding  on  the 
surety.  If,  instead  of  depositing  the  money 
for  collection,  as  the  law  contemplates,  it 
was  in  fact  allowed  by  the  treasurer  to  re- 
main in  the  bank  for  long  periods,  and  a 
consideration  was  paid  for  its  use,  a*  ap- 
pellants sought  to  show,  may  the  bank  set 
that  up  as  a  defense,  when  the  state  de- 
mands payment  of  the  money  which  the 
bank  has  collected  and  holds,  or  is  it  any 
reason  why  the  appellant  should  escape  lia- 
bility on  the  obligations  written  in  the  bond 
which  it  signed?  The  depository  bank  was 
an  official  ag^nt  of  the  state,  an  agent  which 
has  been  designated  as-  a  quasi  public  of- 
ficial. Snattinger  v.  Topeka,  80  Kan.  341, 
102  Fac.  609.  The  bond  was  given  to  pro- 
tect the  state  as  against  official  delinquency. 
The  extent  of  the  obligation  of  the  surety 
is  written  in  the  bond.  There  is  no  pro- 
vision in  it  by  which  the  state  binds  itself 
that  the  treasurer  or  the  bank  shall  faith- 
fully follow  the  law.  The  main  reason  for 
requiring  a  bond  is  to  guard  against  pos- 
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sible  defaults  and  the  neglect  or  misconduct 
of  oflicers.  Under  the  law  deposits  of  drafts, 
checks,  and  certificates  of  deposit  belong- 
ing to  the  state  might  be  made  by  the 
treasurer  in  the  bank  for  collection,  and  not 
as  a  general  deposit  or  as  a  loan.  Laws 
1891,  chap.  41,  §§  2,  3.  The  bank  undertook 
to  make  coltectiims  for  the  state,  and  not 
to  hold  and  use  state  funds  as  a  borrower. 
If  the  bank  made  an  improper  use  of  the 
funds,  with  or  without  the  consent  of  the 
treasurer,  it  will  not  avail  the  surety.  Its 
liability  is  not  contingent  upon  the  neglect 
of  the  treasurer  or  the  legality  of  his  action. 
Mr.  Justice  Story,  in  speaking  of  the  rule 
that  the  neglect  of  an  officer  is  not  im- 
putable to  the  government,  said :  "The  gov- 
'emment  can  transact  its  business  only 
through  its  agents;  and  its  fiscal  operations 
are  so  various,  and  its  agencies  so  numer-. 
oua  and  scattered,  that  the  utmost  vigilance 
would  not  save  the  public  from  the  most 
serious  losses  if  the  doctrine  of  laches  can 
be  applied  to  its  transactions.  It  would, 
in  eff'ect,  work  a  repeal  of  all  its  securities." 
United  States  v.  Kirkpatrick,  9  Wheat.  720, 
6  L.  ed.  199.  The  case  of  Manley  v.  Atchi- 
son, 9  Kan.  358,  was  an  action  against  a  de- 
faulting city  treasurer.  He  had  been  ap- 
pointed under  an  agreement  with  the  city 
council  that  he  should  serve  without  com- 
pensation, and  pay  7  per  cent  interest  on 
the  current  funds  of  the  city  in  his  hands. 
On  the  trial  the  sureties  on  his  bond  set  up 
the  excuse,  and  tried  to  show  that  the  city 
was  in  complicity  with  the  treasurer  in  an 
unlawful  arrangement,  and  that,  the  council 
having  authorized  the  treasurer  to  use  funds 
in  his  private  business  with  their  knowl- 
edge, they  were  not  held  for  any  loss.  The 
court  ruled  that  the  illegal  acts  of  the 
council  did  not  excuse  the  illegal  acts  of 
the  treasurer;  that  the  law  prescribed  the 
duties  of  each;  when  either  went  outside  of 
the  law,  the  act  as  to  the  city  was  in- 
operative and  void;  that  the  law  and  the 
bond  required  the  treasurer  to  safely  keep 
the  funds  for  public  purposes,  and  that  the 
council  could  give  him  no  right  to  use  tltem 
for  any  other  purpose.  In  the  opinion  it 
was  said:  "He  got  his  power  by  his  ap- 
pointment; but  his  duties  were  defined  by 
law,  and  were  not  a  subject  of  bargain  and 
trade  between  himself  and  the  mayor  and 
council.  Their  consent  or  agreement  that 
he  should  use  the  funds  in  his  business  gave 
him  no  right  so  to  do.  An  illegal  contract 
could  not  enlarge  the  power  of  the  city 
treasurer;  neither  could  it  limit  his  re- 
sponsibility. That  the  illegal  contract  was 
made  with  the  other  agents  of  the  city 
does. not  change  the  principle,  nor  alter  the 
duties  and  obligations  of  the  treasurer. 
They  remained  the  same,  and  were  defined 
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by  law.  Any  other  conclusion  would  lead 
to  endless  confusion,  and  often  end  in  ruin 
to  cities.  Tlie  whole  fallacy  of  the  argu- 
ment of  the  plaintiffs  in  error  lies  in  con- 
founding the  mayor  and  council  of  a  city 
with  the  city  itself.  Although  their  powers 
are  greater,  they  are  no  more  the  city  than 
is  the  city  marshal  or  the  city  attorney, 
and  either  of  these  officers  would  have  had 
as  much  right  to  make  a  contract  with  the 
treasurer,  such  as  was  attempted  to  be 
proven  in  this  case,  as  had  the  mayor  and 
council,  and  a  contract  with  either  would 
have  been  as  valid  and  binding.  The  con- 
tract or  agreement  sought  to  be  proven  in 
no  wise  lessened  the  obligation  of  the 
treasurer;  neither  did  it  affect  the  liability 
of  his  sureties."  The  same  question  was 
involved  to  some  extent  in  Loper  v.  State, 
48  Kan.  540,  20  Pac.  687,  where  an  illegal 
arrangement  was  made  as  to  the  deposit 
of  county  funds,  and  the  county  commis- 
sioners had  contributed  to  it  by  failing  to 
designate  a  depository.  The  sureties  on  the 
bond  of  the  defaulting  treasurer,  who  under 
the  arrangement  had  the  use  of  the  pubUc 
funds,  set  up  as  a  defense  the  neglect  of 
the  commissioners.  In  response  to  this  the 
court  said:  "Parties  cannot  make  an  ar- 
rangement favoring  the  violation  of  a  stat- 
ute  regulating  the  duties  of  a  public  officer, 
and,  having  obtained  an  advantage  or  profit 
thereby,  ask  that  their  liability  upon  the 
official  bond  of  such  officer  be  lessened  or 
discharged  because  the  statute  was  not 
complied  with."  See  also  Rose  v.  Douglass 
Twp.  62  Kan.  461,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  354,  34 
Pac.  1046;  Hart  v.  United  States,  95  U.  S. 
.310,  24  L.  ed.  479;  St  Louis  County  v.  Se- 
curity Bank,  75  Minn.  174,  77  N.  VV.  815; 
Ramsay  v.  People,  197  111.  572,  90  Am.  St. 
Rep.  177,  64  N.  E.  549;  Stoeckle  v.  Arm- 
strong, 8  Del.  Ch.  150,  38  Atl.  1059;  Ander- 
son V.  BUir,  121  6a.  120,  48  S.  E.  951,  2  A. 
&  E.  Ann.  Cas.  165;  State  v.  Pederson,  135 
Wis.  31,  114  N.  W.  828;  Com.  v.  Tate,  89 
Ky.  587,  13  S.  W..113;  27  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  p.  644. 

The  bank  knew  the  scope  of  the  duties 
and  powers  of  the  state  treasurer,  knew 
that  he  had  power  to  deposit  drafts,  checks, 
and  other  paper  for  collection  only,  and  it 
could  not  by  its  methods  of  bookkeeping  or 
of  handling  the  deposits,  or  by  any  arrange- 
ment it  might  make  with  the  treasurer, 
limit  its  responsibility  to  the  state,  and  the 
surety  is  in  no  better  position.  It  is  argued 
that  only  drafts,  checks,  and  certificates  of 
deposit  for  taxes  were  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  parties,  that  the  provision  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  depository  is  part  of  an  act 
relating  to  taxation,  and  that  because  of 
the  restricted  title  of  the  act  its  provisions 
can  only  apply  to  drafts,  checks,  and  certifl- 
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cates  of  deposit  derived  from  taxes,  and  if 
any  of  the  provisions  are  broad  enough  ts 
cover  more  than  these,  it  is  necessarily  un- 
constitutional. These  contentions,  hoserer, 
are  hardly  open  to  appellant  The  redUls 
in  the  bond,  as  we  have  seen,  do  not  limit 
the  depasits  to  be  made  with  the  bank  to 
drafts  and  other  paper  of  the  state  ariBiig 
from  taxes.  These  recitals  are  binding  on 
those  who  signed  the  bond,  and  the  appel- 
lant is  therefore  estopped  to  deny  that  the 
bank  had  been  designated  "as  a  depositorr 
for  the  collection  of  drafts,  checks,  ud 
certificates  of  deposit  that  may  come  into 
his  [the  state  treasurer's]  hands  on  it 
count  of  any  claims  due  the  said  state  of 
Kansas."  After  reciting  that  the  bank  had 
been  so  designated  for  the  collection  of  paper 
delivered  to  it  "on  account  of  any  claims 
due  the  said  state  of  Kansas,"  the  bond 
recited  the  condition  that  the  "bank  shall 
pronptly  collect  all  drafts,  checks,  aod 
certificates  of  deposit  that  may  be  delivered 
to  it  by  the  state  treasurer  for  collection, 
and  shall  safely  keep  the  proceeds  of  all 
such  collections  and  promptly  pay  the  same 
on  the  state  treasurer's  order."  Haviag 
solemnly  alleged  these  facts  in  the  bond 
which  it  signed,  and  having  thereby  enabled 
the  bank  to  obtain  possession  of  the  fundi 
of  the  state  arising  from  other  souroes  thu 
taxes,  the  appellant  is  estopped  to  deny  the 
existence  of  any  of  the  relevant  facts  re- 
cited. It  will  not  be  permitted  to  deny  that 
the  paper  was  delivered  to  it  for  collection, 
nor  that  the  bank  undertook  to  collect  paper 
derived  from  sources  other  than  taxes,  oor 
yet  that  the  depository  act  is  valid.  Sntt- 
tinger  t.  Topeka,  80  Kan.  341,  102  Pac 
609. 

The  elTect  of  a  recital  in  a  bond  was  be- 
fore the  supreme  court  of  Minnesota  is 
Jefferson  v.  McCarthy,  44  Minn.  26,  46  X. 
W.  140,  where  it  was  said:  "It  is  well 
settled  that  an  allegation  or  recital  in  a 
bond,  which  is  certain  in  its  terms  and 
relevant  to  the  matter  in  hand,  is  conclusive 
between  the  parties  to  a  controversy  grow- 
ing out  of  the  instrument  itself,  or  the 
transaction  in  which  it  was  e.<(eGUted."  la 
St.  Louis  County  v.  American  Loan  t  T.  Co. 
75  Minn.  489,  78  N.  W.  113,  the  bond  re- 
cited that  a  trust  company  had  been  duly 
designated  as  a  depository  of  county  fun'i<. 
A  question  arose  as  to  whether  there  liud 
been  a  legal  designation.  The  bond,  how- 
ever, was  approved,  and  the  treasurer  de- 
posited the  funds  of  the  county  with  the 
trust  company.  It  was  held  that  the  recital 
in  the  bond  was  an  admission  that  the  com- 
pany had  been  designated  as  a  depository, 
and  it  was  further  said  that  "if  the  bond 
was  approved,  and  thereupon  the  money  of 
the  county  was  deposited    .    .    .    under  the 
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bond,  the  sureties,  as  against  the  county, 
would  be  estopped  to  deny  that  .  .  . 
[it]  had  been  designated  a  depository,  and 
received  the  money  as  a  de  facto  depository 
at  least."  In  1  Brandt  on  Suretyship  t 
Guaranty,  3d  ed.  §  52,  it  was  said:  "The 
general  rule  is  that  sureties  are  estopped  to 
deny  the  facts  recited  in  the  obligations 
»igned  by  them,  and  this  whether  the  re- 
citals are  true  or  false  in  fact.  Having  once 
solemnly  alleged  the  existence  of  the  facts, 
they  cannot  afterwards  be  heard  to  deny 
it."  In  Blanco  v.  State,  68  Neb.  637,  78 
X.  W.  1056,  sureties  who  signed  an  official 
bond  attempted  to  show  that  the  office  to 
which  their  principal  had  been  appointed 
was  unconstitutional,  and  that  court  held 
that,  "having  by  their  voluntary  act  se- 
cured to  Hilton  the  fruits  of  the  law,  which 
was  constructively  incorporated  into  the 
bond,  they  are  now,  by  a  plain  principle  of 
justice,  forbidden  to  deny  that  the  law  was 
constitutionally  enacted.'  The  same  ques- 
tion was  raised  in  Thompson  v.  Rush,  66 
Neb.  758,  92  N.  W.  1060,  where  it  was  stat- 
ed tluit  "the  rule  seems  to  be  settled  upon 
authority  that  sureties  upon  a  bond  will  not 
be  permitted  to  deny  facts  recited  in  the 
instrument  which  thej  have  signed."  See 
also  Simpson  v.  Greeley,  8  Kan.  686; 
Sponenbarger  v.  Lemert,  23  Kan.  55;  Hax- 
tun  T.  Sizer,  23  Kan.  310;  Red  Wing  Sewer 
Pipe  Co.  V.  Donnelly,  102  Minn.  192,  120 
Am.  St.  Rep.  619,  113  N.  W.  1;  Meeker 
County  y.  Butler,  25  Minn.  363;  Oreengard 
V.  Fretz,  64  Minn.  10,  66  N.  W.  049; 
Hennepin  County  v.  State  Bank,  0<  Minn. 
180,  66  N.  W.  143;  Gray  v.  State,  78  Ind. 
68,  41  Am.  Rep.  645;  Buhrer  v.  Baldwin, 
137  Mich.  263,  100  N.  W.  468;  32  Cyc.  Law 
&  Proc  p.  60. 

Under  the  rule  of  the  authorities  appel- 
lant is  precluded  from  denying  the  authority 
of  the  bank  to  execute  the  bond,  or  that  it 
is  binding  according  to  its  terms.  It  is  con- 
tended, however,  that  estoppel  was  not  suf- 
ficiently pleaded  to  make  the  principle 
available  to  the  state  as  against  appellant. 
While  the  state  did  not  explicitly  aver  that 
the  facts  stated  operated  to  estop  appel- 
lant from  denying  liability  on  the  bond, 
all  of  the  facts  necessary  to  sustain  an 
estoppel  were  set  forth  in  its  pleadings.  The 
facts  out  of  which  estoppel  arose  having 
been  pleaded,  it  Was  not  essential  to  stata 
the  legal  conclusions  which  followed,  or 
the  consequences  to  be  drawn  from  them. 
Anderson  v.  Walker,  78  Kan.  784,  99  Pac. 
270.  Under  the  pleadings  testimony  to 
pstablish  estoppel  waa  received,  and  this 
claim  was  not  inconsistent  with  the  other 
positions  taken  by  the  state.  The  point  in- 
sisted on,  that  the  bank  was  only  a  collector, 
and  that  mon^s  when  collected  should  be 
26  L.RJL(N.S.) 


withdrawn  at  once  and  held  in  the  state 
treasury,  is  hardly  supported  by  either  the 
provisions  of  the  statute  or  the  recitals  in 
the  bond.  In  addition  to  the  requirement 
that  the  depository  shall  promptly  collect 
the  paper  delivered  to  it  by  the  state  treas- 
urer, the  statute  provides  for  the  "safe- 
keeping" (Laws  1891,  chap.  41,  §  2)  of  the 
funds  which  it  collects.  It  also  provides  for 
the  prompt  payment  of  the  same  on  the 
state  treasurer's  order,  but  it  does  not 
specify  when  such  order  shall  be  drawn. 
The  bond  in  terms  stipulated  that  the  bank 
should  safely  keep  the  collections  mad^  and 
this  condition  is  as  important  as  the  one 
providing  for  prompt  collections.  It  con- 
tained no  limitations  upon  the  time  the 
funds  collected  by  the  bank  should  be  safely 
kept,  and  the  ordinary  interpretation  of 
such  language  would  be  that  the  bank 
should  safely  keep  the  moneys  until  they 
were  withdrawn  under  the  state  treasurer's 
order.  If  that  officer  transgressed  the  law 
by  failing  to  withdraw  such  moneys  when 
collected,  that  fact,  as  we  have  seen,  does 
not  avail  the  surety.  It  may  also  be  said 
that  if  the  bond  does  not  strictly  follow  the 
requirements  of  the  statute,  it  has  the  ele- 
ments and  binding  force  of  a  common-law 
obligation.  It  was  voluntarily  given  upon 
sufficient  consideration,  and  is  not  pro- 
hibited by  statute  or  against  public  policy; 
and,  when  the  bank  by  means  of  the  bond 
secured  possession  of  the  state  funds, 
neither  it  nor  the  surety  can  well  escape  lia- 
bility for  nonperformance  of  the  conditions 
of  the  bond. 

There  is  a  contention  that  the  appellant 
was  held  for  deposits  made  when  the  bond 
was  not  in  force,  both  before  the  bond  be- 
came effective,  at  the  beginning  of  the  ac- 
count, as  well  as  after  it  was  nullified  by 
the  repeal  of  the  statute  under  which  the 
bond  was  given.  Considerable  sums  were 
deposited  in  the  bank  between  the  time  of 
designation  and  the  execution  and  approval 
of  the  bond.  As  to  these  it  is  argued  that 
under  the  decisions  upon  bonds  given  by 
county  depositories  the  bond  in  question 
must  be  held  to  be  retrospective  in  char- 
acter, and  to  cover  all  deposits  and  col- 
lections due  the  state  when  the  bond  was 
executed  and  approved.  Brown  v.  Wyan- 
dotte County,  58  Kan.  672,  60  Pac.  888; 
Myers  v.  Kiowa  Covmty,  60  Kan.  189,  56 
Pac.  11.  It  is  unnecessary  to  place  the  lia- 
bility of  the  surety  on  this  ground.  If  these 
deposits  are  outside  of  the  bond,  and  im- 
secured,  the  doctrine  of  the  application  of 
payments  when  applied  will  bring  the  same 
result.  It  is  contended,  however,  that  the 
court  erred  in  charging  the  jury  in  respect 
to  this  rule.  First,  it  may  be  said  that  the 
legislature  of   1905  changed  the  policy  of 
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the  state  in  regard  to  the  deposit  of  public 
funds,  and  the  act  providing  the  new  plan 
contained  an  express  repeal  of  the  former 
statute.  Laws  1905,  chap.  471,  §  19.  On 
one  side  it  is  contended  that  the  repeal  of 
tiie  statute  on  March  18,  1906,  ended  the 
right  of  the  treasurer  to  make  deposits, 
and  there  could  be  no  liability  on  the  bond 
for  those  made  after  that  time.  On  the 
other  side,  it  is  contended  that  the  legis- 
lative intention  must  have  been  to  continue 
the  old  law  in  force,  as  it  furnishes  the  only 
machinery  for  obtaining  funds  from  county 
treasurers,  until  the  machinery  of  the  new 
law  could  be  put  into  operation,  and  that 
was  sometime  after  August,  1905,  and  they 
cite  State  ex  rel.  Jackson  v.  Harsha,  80 
Kan.  72,  101  Pac.  464.  Granting  that  the 
act  was  repealed,  as  contended,  and  that  the 
deposits  made  after  March  18,  1906,  are 
not  secured  by  the  bond,  they  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  verdict  under  the  rule  of  the 
application  of  payments.  The  court  in- 
structed the  jury  in  substance  that  when  a 
debtor  owes  debts,  some  secured  and  some 
unsecured,  and  makes  payments  without 
specifying  what  debts  he  intends  to  pay, 
the  law  will  apply  the  payments  on  the  un- 
secured debts.  When  the  account  of  de- 
posits and  payments  made  after  March  18, 
1906,  is  cast  up,  and  the  rule  mentioned  ap- 
plied, the  amount  awarded  is  found  to  be 
covered  by  the  bond. 

It  is  argued,  however,  that  the  court  gave 
contradictory  and  confusing  instructions 
by  stating  the  rule  of  "first  in  first  out," 
or  that  the  first  credit  items  are  applied  to 
the  earliest  debit  items,  and  then  giving  the 
other  rule  respecting  the  application  of  pay- 
ments to  secured  and  unsecured  debts.  The 
court  told  the  jury  that  the  ordinary  rule 
in  running  accounts  was  that  the  fiVst  credit 
items  extinguished  the  first  debit  items,  but, 
after  stating  the  ordinary  rule,  gave  the  ad- 
ditional one,  based  on  equitable  grounds,  that 
payments  in  certain  cases  should  be  applied 
on  the  unsecured'  rather  than  on  the  secured 
debts.  In  effect  the  jury  were  instructed 
that  if  the  account  was  found  not  to  em- 
brace secured  and  unsecured  debts,  and  the 
equitable  grounds  did  not  exist,  the  first  or 
ordinary  rule  should  be  applied,  but  if  there 
were  secured  and  unsecured  debts  in  the 
account,  and  no  appropriation  of  payments 
by  the  parties,  then  the  second  rule  should 
be  applied.  There  was  practically  no  dis- 
pute in  the  facts  in  this  respect^  and  no 
danger  of  misleading  the  jury.  The  rule 
was  adopted  and  applied  in  an  early  case 
in  this  state,  and  it  seems  to  be  the  one 
applied  by  all  courts,  except  in  a  few  states 
where  the  civil-law  rule  has  been  adopted. 
Shellabarger  v.  Binns,  18  Kan.  346;  30 
Cyc.  Law  A  Proc.  p.  1246. 
W  T..R.A.(N.S.) 


There  is  complaint,  too,  thai  the  court 
advised  the  jury  that,  as  there  were  partial 
payments,  they  should  compute  interest  un- 
der the  mercantile  method  rather  than 
under  the  United  States  rule,  which  has  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  this  court.  Christie 
V.  Scott,  77  Kan.  267,  94  Pac.  214.  The 
rule  applied  by  the  court,  however,  operated 
to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  debt,  and,  hav- 
ing resulted  in  benefit  rather  than  injury 
to  appellant,  there  is  no  reason  to  compla.in. 

A  number  of  objections  to  rulings  upon 
the  admission  of  evidence  have  been  argued, 
but  the  view  which  has  been  taken  of  the 
case  renders  them  immaterial,  and  the  same 
may  be  said  of  otJier  objections  to  the  in- 
structions. All  have  been  examined,  and 
none  found  to  be  prejudicial,  nor  do  we 
discover  any  grounds  for  a  reversal  of  the 
judgment.    It  is  therefore  affirmed. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 


NORTH  DAKOTA  SCFBEKIE:  COURT. 

STATE  OF  NORTH  DAKOTA,  Respt, 

V. 

FARGO   BOTTLING   WORKS   COMPANY, 
Appt. 

(—  N.  D.  — ,  124  N.  W.  387.) 

Penal  statute  —  construction. 

1.  Chapter  187,  p.  277,  Laws  1909, 
amending,  as  it  does,  §  9366,  Rev.  Codes 
1906,  is  part  of  the  Penal  Code  of  this 
state,  and  its  construction  comes  within 
the  provision  of  §  8538,  Rev.  Codes  1903, 
that  "the  rule  of  the  common  law  that 
penal  statutes  are  to  be  strictly  construed 
has  no  application  to  this  Code.  All  its 
provisions  are  to  be  construed  according  to 

Headnotes  by  Eixswobth,  J. 


Note.  —  Constitutional  poxcer  to  prohib- 
U  or  regulate  aale  oj  nontntoxlcatlna 
alcoholic  liquor. 

This  note  is  confined  to  cases  involving 
the  validity  of  statutes  which  expressly  pur- 
port to  control  the  sale  and  traffic  in  non- 
intoxicating  liquors  used  as  a  bevera^,  and 
containing  a  certain  amount  of  alcohol; 
consequently  where  the  statute  involved  is 
expresslv  directed  towaril  intoxicating  li- 
quors, the  cases  are  not  in  point  and  have 
been  excluded;  so,  also,  cases  turning  mere- 
ly upon  the  question  whether  the  liquor  in- 
volved was  or  was  not  intoxicating,  or 
whether  it  could  be  used  as  a  beverage,  have 
been  excluded. 

Attention  is  especially  called  to  the  eases 
cited  in  the  notes  to  Luther  v.  State,  20 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1146,  and  Bowlinsr  Green  v. 
HcMulIen,  post,  895,  which  hold  that  stat* 
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the  fair  purport  of  their  terms,  -with  a  view 
to  effect  ite  objects  and  to  promote  jus- 
tice." 

Same  —  legialative  Intent. 

2.  If  a  penal  statute  of  this  state  con- 
tains-a  patent  ambiguity,  and  admits  of  two 
equally  reasonable  and  contradictory  con- 
structions, that  which  operates  in  favor  of 
a  party  accused  under  its  provisions  is  to 
be  preferred.  Nothing  will  be  regarded  as 
included  within  the  provisions  of  such  a 
statute  that  is  not  within  its  letter  as  well 
as  its  spirit.  If  the  meaning  of  such  a 
statute  is  simply  obscure,  the  legislative 
intent  in  the  passage  of  the  act  will  be  con- 
sidered as  a  light  to  assist  the  court  in  ar- 
riving with  more  accuracy  at  its  meaning. 
It  is  the  duty  of  a  court,  in  construing 
such  a  statut^  to  adopt  that  sense  of  the 
words  which  harmonizes  best  with  the  con- 
text, and  promotes  in  the  fullest  manner 
the  apparent  policy  and  objects  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

Same  —  Intoxicating  liquors. 

3.  Chapter  187,  p.  277,  Laws  1009,  con- 
strued in  the  light  of  these  principles,  is 
not  contradictory  in  its  terms,  and  is  not 
ambiguous  in  the  sense  that  it  is  suscepti- 
ble of  two  or  more  meanings,  equally  clear 
and  reasonable. 

Same  .—  near  intoxicants. 

4.  Considered  with  its  context,  under  a 
fair,  reasonable,  and  ordinary  interpreta- 
tion of  the  wording,  the  clause  contained  in 
chapter  187,  p.  277,  Laws  1909,  in  the 
words,  "any  kind  of  beverage  whatsoever 
which,  retaining  the  alcoholic  principle  or 
other  intoxicating  qualities  as  a  distinctive 
force,  may  be  used  as  a  beverage  and  be- 


come a  substitute  for  the  ordinary  intoxi- 
cating drinks,"  is  intended  to  describe  a 
beverage  which  contains  alcohol  or  other 
drug  having  an  intoxicating  quality,  in  a 
quantity  reasonably  appreciable,  and  in 
which  such  drug  has  not,  by  chemical  com- 
bination with  other  drugs  also  contained  in 
the  liquor,  lost  its  intoxicating  principle, 
which  liquor,  according  to  common  experi- 
ence and  observation,  will  be  resorted  to 
by  those  accustomed  to  use  intoxicating 
liquors  as  a  beverage  upon  a  failure  to 
procure  the  ordinary  intoxicating  drinks  in 
the  usual  way.  In  such  a  liquor,  alcohol 
or  other  drug  of  kindred  quality,  preserv- 
ing its  native  characteristics,  must  be  pres- 
ent, but  not  necessarily  in  such  quantity 
as  to  produce  intoxication. 

Statute  —  amendment  —  Talldlty  —  title. 

6.  Chapter  187,  p.  277,  Laws  1909,  is  not 
in  any  of  its  parts  repugnant  to  §  61  of 
the  state  Constitution,  for  the  reason  that 
the  subject  of  the  act  is  not  expressed  in 
the  title.  Being  an  amendment  to  chapter 
110,  p.  309,  Laws  1890,  it  is  a  sufficient 
compliance  with  the  constitutional  require- 
ment if  the  subject-matter  of  such  amend- 
ment is  germane  to  the  subject  of  the 
original  act  of  which  this  amended  section 
is  a  part,  and  is  within  the  title  of  that 
act. 

Same  ^  Intoxicating    liquor  —  legisla- 
tive definition. 

6.  .Any  liquor  containing  alcohol  or  the 
alcoholic  principle  or  other  intoxicating 
quality,  when  declared  by  the  legislature  to 
be  an  intoxicating  liquor,  will  be  so  re- 
garded by  the  courts,  whether  or  not  its 
ordinary  use  will   produce  intoxication   in 


utes  forbidding  the  sale  of  certain  classes  of 
liquor  apply  to  nonintoxicating  liquors  be- 
longing to  the  designated  classes.  While 
the  most  of  these  cases  do  not  pass  upon 
the  validity  of  the  statute,  the  cases  pro- 
ceed upon  the  apparent  assumption  that  the 
statutes  are  valid  even  when  construed  to 
embrace  nonintoxicating  liquors. 

See  also  note  to  State  v.  Dannenburg, 
post,  890,  upon  the  subject,  "Power  of  munic- 
ipality to  regulate  the  sale  of  nonintoxicat- 
ing beverages." 

Upon  the  question  of  the  constitutional 
right  of  the  state  to  declare  certain  liquor 
intoxicating  irrespective  of  its  intoxicating 
character  as  a  matter  of  fact,  see  note 
to  State  V.  Frederickson,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
186. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  involving  the 
sale  of  "near  beer"  and  other  similar  bev- 
era|;es,  the  statute  or  ordinance  governing 
the  case  regulates  or  prohibits  the  sale  of 
"intoxicating"  liquor,  and  the  primary  ques- 
tion is  whether  the  beverage  is  or  is  not  in- 
toxicating, so  as  to  be  within  the  meaning 
of  the  statute.  Such  cases  are,  of  course, 
not  within  the  scope  of  this  note. 

There  are  but  few  cases  which  directly 
pass  upon  this  question,  and  these  cases  sup- 
port the  decision  in  State  v.  Faroo  Bot- 
TI.INO  WoBKs  CouFANT,  that  a  state  has 
power  to  regulate  or  prohibit  the  traffic  in 
26  L.R.A.(NJ9.) 


beverages  which  contain  alcohol,  although 
they  are  not,  in  fact,  intoxicating. 

Thus,  in  Pcnnell  v.  State  (Wis.)  123  N. 
W.  115,  it  was  held  that  a  statute  forbid- 
ding the  sale  of  malt  liquors,  even  if  non- 
intoxicating, was  valid.  The  court  said:  "In 
enacting  a  police  r^ulation,  it  may  be 
found  necessary  to  include  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  statute  certein  acts  innocent, 
and  not  in  themselves  the  subject  of  police 
r^^lation,  where  the  inclusion  of  such  acU 
is  necessary  in  the  opinion  of  the  legislature 
to  make  the  police  regulation  effective." 

So,  in  Sawyer  v.  Botti  (Iowa)  —  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  — ,  124  N.  W.  787,  the  court  said 
that  while  the  legislature  could  not  by  stet- 
ute  make  an  intoxicating  liquor  out  of  a 
beverage  which  was  in  fact  not  intoxicat- 
ing, yet  it  could  extend  the  prohibition  of 
the  stetute  to  beverages  which  were  not  in 
fact  intoxicating. 

And  in  Com.  v.  Henry,  post,  883,  it  was 
held  that  the  legislature  had  power  to  regu- 
late and  control  the  sale  of  nonintoxicating 
alcoholic  liquor,  and  the  constitutional 
grant  to  the  legislature  of  power  to  regu- 
late or  control  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  does  not  destroy  its 
power  to  regulate  the  sale  of  such  nonin- 
toxicating alcoholic  liquors,  where  such  reg- 
ulation is  necessary  to  control  tlie  traffic  in 
intoxicating  liquors. 
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the  averag*  man.  A  definition  of  intoxi- 
cating liquor  including  within  its  provi- 
sions a  liquor  containing  the  alcoholic  prin- 
ciple, but  which  it  is  admitted  will  not  pro- 
duce intoxication  in  any  degree,  is  germane 
to  the  general  subject  of  chapter  110,  p. 
300,  Laws  1890,  and  within  the  title,  "An 
Act  to  Prescribe  Penalties  for  the  Un- 
lawful Manufacture,  Sale,  and  Keeping  for 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors,  and  to  Regu- 
late the  Sale,  Barter,  and  Giving  Away  of 
Such  Liquors  for  Medical,  Scientific,  and 
Mechanical  Purposes." 
Same  ^  amendment  —  incorporation  of 
amended  act. 

7.  Chapter  187,  p.  277,  Laws  1909,  is 
complete  in  itself,  and  does  not  purport  to 
amend  §  9353,  Rev.  Codes  1905,  providing  a 
penalty  for  violations  of  the  prohibitory 
law,  and  while  it  by  implication  affects  and 
modifies  somewhat  the  meaning  of  said 
§  9353,  as  well  as  many  other  sections  of 
the  general  statute,  it  is  not  for  that  rea- 
son repugnant  to  §  64  of  the  state  Constitu- 
tion, requiring  that  all  portions  of  the 
amended  statute  that  are  retained  in  the 
new  enactment  be  incorporated  and  pub- 
lished in  the  amended  act. 
Intoxicating    liquor  —  near    intoxicant 

—  regulation  — police  power. 

8.  A  malt  liquor  retaining  the  alcoholic 
principle  as  a  distinctive  force,  which  it  is 
admitted  is  "used  throughout  the  state  of 
North  Dakota  as  a  substitute  for  beer," 
cannot  be  regarded  as  an  innocent,  harm- 
less, and  healthful  beverage.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  common  knowledge  that  a  liq^uor  of 
this  description  may  be  harmful  in  the 
sense  that  its  use  cultivates  and  stimulates 
an  appetite  for  intoxicants  which  may  be- 
come seriously  detrimental  to  the  general 
welfare.  A  liquor  with  these  characteris- 
tics and  used  in  this  manner  is  a  con- 
venient vehicle  of  subterfuge  and  fraud, 
and  a  means  of  evading  the  penalties  of  the 
prohibitory  law.  For  this  reason,  a  statute 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  such  liquor  within 
the  state  is  a  legitimate  exercise  of  the 
police  power  of  the  state,  and  is  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  provisions  of  §§  1  and  13 
of  the  state  Constitution. 

Same  —  sale  —  validity. 

9.  Defendant  having  pleaded  guilty  to  an 
information  charging  that  it  sold  within 
the  state  a  liquor  labeled  "Purity  Malt," 
and  commonly  called  and  known  as  "Malt," 
which  is  a  malt  liquor  retaining  the  alco- 
holic principle  as  a  distinctive  force,  which 
was  and  is  sold  and  used  throughout  the 
state  of  North  Dakota  as  a  substitute  for 
beer,  and  that  said  beverage  contained  1.76 
per  cent  of  alcohol  by  volume  and  1.40  per 
cent  of  alcohol  by  weight,  is  guilty  of  a 
public  offense  and  liable  to  an  imposition 
of  the  penalties  provided  for  violation  of 
the  prohibitory  law  of  the  state. 

(Fisk,  J.,  dissents  from  propositions  4  and 
9.) 
(  January  7,  1910.) 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Cass  Conntf, 
convicting  it  of  selling  intoxicating  liquors 
in  violation  of  the  prohibitory  law.  Af- 
firmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion.  ' 

Mr.  George  A.  Bangs,  for  appellant: 

The  1909  amendment  does  not  embrace 
liquors  which,  in  fact,  ate  nonintoxicating. 

Luther  v.  SUte,  83  Neb.  455,  20  L.K.A. 
(N.S.)  1146,  HON.  W.  125. 

If  the  body  of  the  act  is  broad  enough  to 
embrace  a  liquor  in  fact  nonintoxicating, 
§  61  of  the  Constitution  is  offended,  becsose 
the  title  does  not  include  that  subject 

Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  6th  ed.  p.  171,  note 
1 ;  People  ex  rel.  McConvill  t.  Hills,  85  S. 
Y.  449;  Watertown  v.  Fairbanks,  65  N.  ¥. 
588;  Tingue  v.  Port  Chester,  101  N.  Y. 
294,  4  N.  E.  625;  Parfitt  ▼.  Furguson,  139 
N.  Y.  Ill,  63  N.  E.  707;  New  York  *  L  L 
Bridge  Co.  v.  Smith,  148  N.  Y.  640,  42  N.  E. 
1088;  People  ex  rel.  Corscadden  v.  Howe, 
177  N.  Y.  499,  66  L.R.A.  664,  69  N.  E.  1114; 
Cahill  V.  Hogan,  180  N.  Y.  304,  73  N.  E. 
39;  State  ex  rel.  Goodsill  v.  Woodmanset, 
1  N.  D.  246,  11  L.R.A.  420,  46  N.  W.  970; 
State  ex  rel.  Standish  v.  Nomland,  3  N.  D. 
427,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  572,  57  N.  W.  85; 
Divet  V.  Richland  County,  8  N.  D.  65,  78 
N.  W.  993;  Richard  v.  SUrk  County,  8  N.  D. 
392,  79  N.  W.  863;  Power  v.  Kitching,  10 
N.  D.  254,  88  Am.  St.  Rep.  691,  86  K.  W. 
737;  State  ex  rel.  Kol  v.  North  DakoU 
Children's  Home  Soc.  10  N.  D.  493, 88  N.  W. 
273 ;  Powers  Elevator  Co.  t.  Pottner,  16  N. 
D.  359,  113  N.  W.  703 ;  Eaton  v.  Guarantee 
Co.  11  N.  D.  79,  88  N.  W.  1029;  Eridison 
v.  Cass  County,  11  N.  D.  494,  92  N.  W. 
841;  State  ex  rel.  Erickson  v.  Burr,  16 
N.  D.  581,  113  N.  W.  705;  26  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  589,  591,  594;  1  Lewi* 
Sutherland  Stat.  Constr.  2d  ed.  p.  236. 

An  act  to  prescribe  penalties  for  the 
unlawful  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  is  not 
sufficiently  broad  to  support  penalties  im- 
posed upon  the  sale  of  nonintoxicating 
liquors. 

Stete  V.  Rumberg,  86  Minn.  399,  90  N.  W. 
1055;  Grosvenor  v.  Duffy,  121  Mich.  220,  S6 
N.  W.  19 ;  Smith  v.  Annapolis,  97  Md.  73ii, 
57  Atl.  076;  Re  School  Diets.  23  Colo.  499, 
48  Pac.  647;  Philadelphia  use  of  Nestor 
V.  Spring  Garden  Farmers'  Market  Co.  161 
Pa.  522,  29  AtL  286;  Ridge  Ave.  Pass.  E. 
Co,  V.  Philadelphia,  124  Pa.. 219,  16  AtL 
741;  Rogers  v.  Manufacturers'  Improv.  Co. 
109  Pa.  Ill,  1  Atl.  344;  People  v.  Gad- 
way,  61  Mich.  286,  1  Am.  St.  Rep.  578,  2S 
N.  W.  101 ;  Harland  v.  Territory,  3  Wash. 
Terr.  131,  13  Pac.  453;  Percival  v.  Cowr- 
chee  &  W.  H.  Irrig.  Dist.  15  Wash.  43^ 
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46  Pae.  1035;   State  ▼.  Porter,  63  Minn. 
279,  55  N.  W.  134. 

Mr.  V.  R.  Lovcll  also  for  appellant. 

Mr.  Arthur  W.  Fowler  for  respondent. 

Ellsworth,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

At  its  session  in  1909,  the  legislative  as- 
sembly of  North  Dakota  passed  an  act,  the 
wording  of  which,  including  the  title,  is  as 
follows: 

An  Act  to  Amend  §  9386  of  the  Revised 
Codes  of  North  Dakota,  as  Amended  by 
Chapter  191  of  the  Laws  of  1907,  Defin- 
ing Intoxicating  Liquors. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  legislative  assembly 
of  the  state  of  North  Dakota: 

Sec.  9366.  Intoxicating  liquor  defined. — 
The  following  liquors  are  hereby  declared  to 
be  intoxicating,  and  their  intoxicating  qual- 
ity shall,  by  all  courts,  be  presumed,  viz.: 
Alcohol,  whisky,  rum,  brandy,  beer,  ale, 
porter,  wine,  and  hard  cider,  also  all  spirit- 
uous, malt,  vinous,  fermented,  or  other  in- 
toxicating liquors  or  mixtures  thereof,  by 
whatsoever  name  called,  whether  mentioned 
in  §  1  of  this  act  or  not,  that  will  produce 
intoxication  of  any  degree;  or  any  mixtures 
of  such,  or  any  kind  of  leverage  whatsoever, 
which,  retaining  the  alcoholic  principle  or 
other  intoxicating  qualities  as  a  distinc- 
tive force,  may  be  used  as  a  beverage  and 
become  a  substitute  for  the  ordinary  in- 
toxicating drinks,  or  any  liquors  or  liquids 
which  are  made,  sold,  or  offered  for  sale 
as  a  beverage,  and  which  shall  contain  co- 
culus  indicus,  copperas,  opium,  cayenne 
pepper,  picric  acid,  Indian  hemp,  strychnine, 
tobacco,  darnel  seed,  extract  of  logwood, 
salts  of  zinc,  copper,  or  lead,  alum  or  any 
of  its  compounds,  methyl  alcohol  or  its  de- 
rivatives, amyl  alcohol,  or  any  extract  or 
compound  of  any  of  the  above  ingredients, 
shall  be  considered  and  held  to  be  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  within  the  meaning  of  this  chap- 
ter. 

Sec.  2.  Emergency. — Owing  to  the  inade- 
quate definition  of  intoxicating  liquors  now 
existing!  there  is  an  emergency  existing, 
and  this  act  shall  take  effect  immediately 
upon  its  passage  and  approval. 

Laws  1909,  chap.  187,  p.  277. 

This  act  was  approved  by  the  governor  of 
North  Dakota  on  March  11,  1909,  and  under 
the  emergency  clause  attached  took  effect 
immediately.  On  June  30,  1909,  the  state's 
attorney  of  Cass  county  filed  in  the  district 
court  of  the  third  judicial  district  for  that 
county  an  information  against  the  Fargo 
Bottling  Works  Company,  the  defendant 
and  appellant  here,  the  charging  part  of 
26  L.R.A.(N.&) 


which  is  to  the  effect  that  the  said  defend- 
ant, "a  corporation,  late  of  the  county  of 
Cass  and  state  aforesaid,  did  commit  the 
crime  of  selling  intoxicating  liquor,  com- 
mitted in  the  manner  following,  to  wit: 
That  at  said  time  and  place  the  said  de- 
fendant was  and  is  a  corporation  duly  or- 
ganized and  existing  under  and  by  virtue  of 
the  laws  of  the  state  of  North  Dakota;  that 
at  said  time  and  place  the  said  defendant 
did  wilfully  and  unlawfully  sell  to  one 
Arthur  W.  Fowler  a  quart  bottle  full  of  a 
certain  beverage,  which  said  beverage  was 
then  and  there  labeled  'Purity  Malt,'  and  is 
commonly  called  and  known  throughout 
the  state  of  North  Dakota  as  'Malt,'  and 
was  and  is  a  malt  liquor,  and  that  in 
the  manufacture  and  production  of  which 
said  beverage  no  alcohol  was  or  is  used 
as  an  ingredient,  but  in  which,  during  such 
manufacture,  the  alcohol  hereinafter  re- 
ferred to  was  and  is  produced  by  chemical 
action  in  the  beverage  itself,  and  which 
said  beverage  therefore  then  and  there  had 
and  retained,  by  reason  of  the  facts  afore- 
said, the  alcoholic  principle  as  a  distinctive 
force,  and  was  then  and  there  and  is  sold 
and  used  throughout  the  state  of  North 
Dakota  as  a  substitute  for  beer;  that  said 
beverage  aforesaid  contained  one  and  sev- 
enty-five one-hundredths  (1.75)  per  cent 
of  alcohol  by  volume,  and  one  and  forty 
one-hundredths  (1.40)  per  cent  of  alcohol 
by  weight.  ThU  against  the  peace  and  dig- 
nity of  the  state  of  North  Dakota,  and  con- 
trary to  the  form  of  the  statutes  in  such 
cases  made  and  provided." 

To  this  information  .the  defendant  corpo- 
ration, vhen  summoned  to  appear  and  an- 
swer, pursuant  to  article  4,  chap.  15,  Code 
Crim.  Proc.  (Rev.  Codes  1905,  §§  10,222- 
10,230),  interposed  a  demurrer  on  the 
ground  "that  the  said  information  did  not 
state  facts  sufiicient  to  constitute  a  public 
offense."  This  demurrer  was  argued  before 
the  district  court  and  overruled  by  the 
court  on  July  23,  1909.  Thereafter,  on 
August  18,  1909,  the  defendant  filed  a  writ- 
ten plea  by  the  terms  of  which  it  "pleads 
guilty  to  the  specific  facts  charged  in  the 
information  herein,  without  conceding,  how- 
ever, that  such  facts,  if  true,  constitute  a 
public  offense."  This  plea  being  received 
and  the  state's  attorney  having  moved  for 
judgment  against  defendant  upon  its  plea, 
the  defendant  interposed  a  motion  in  ar- 
rest of  judgment  upon  the  grround  "that 
the  information  herein  does  not  state  facta 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  public  offense." 
The  court  on  the  same  day  denied  the  mo- 
tion in  arrest  of  judgment,  and  holding 
that  the  defendant,  by  committing  the  acts 
charged  in  the  information,  was  guilty  of 
a    public   offense,    to   wit,   that   of   selling 
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intoxicating  liquor,  contrary  to  tbe  provi- 
sions of  chapter  65  of  tlie  Penal  Code,  as 
amended  (Rev.  Codes  1905,  <§§  0353-9395), 
as  penalty  imposed  a  fine  of  $400,  and  made 
an  order  that  plaintiff  have  judgment 
against  the  defendant  corporation  for  that 
sum  together  with  its  costs  and  disburse- 
ments of  the  action.  A  judgment  in  accord- 
ance with  the  mandate  of  this  order  was  en- 
tered on  the  same  day,  from  which  judg- 
ment this  appeal  is  taken. 

Iii  this  court,  defendant  submits  for  con- 
sideration four  points,  any  of  which,  if  sus- 
tained, require  a  reversal  of  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court:  (1)  That  a  true  in- 
terpretation of  the  terms  of  chapter  187, 
Laws  1909,  does  not  include  within  the  defi- 
nition of  intoxicating  liquors  or  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  statute  liquors  which,  in 
fact,  are  nonintoxicating;  (2)  that  if  the 
interpretation  contended  for  by  the  state  in 
this  case  is  the  true  interpretation  of  chap- 
ter 187,  Laws  1900,  then  the  provisions 
of  said  chapter  offend  §  61  of  the  state  Con- 
stitution, in  that  the  subject  of  the  act  is 
not  expressed  in  its  title;  (3)  that  if  the 
interpretation  contended  for  by  the  state  in 
this  case  is  the  true  interpretation  of  chap- 
ter 187,  Laws  1900,  then  the  statutory 
amendment  embraced  in  said  chapter  of- 
fends §  64  of  the  state  Constitution  so  far 
as  applied  to  the  facts  of  this  case,  because 
§  9353,  Rev.  Codes  1905,  upon  the  penal 
provisions  of  which  this  prosecution  is 
based,  is  not  "re-enacted  and  published  at 
length"  in  the  amendatory  act;  and  (4) 
that  chapter  187,  Laws  1909,  even  though 
not  vulnerable  to  tlje  constitutional  objec- 
tions heretofore  urged,  so  far  as  it  attempts 
to  include  within  the  penal  provisions  of 
our  statutes  one  prohibiting  the  manufac- 
ture and  sale  of  a  liquor  not  intoxicating, 
is  a  violation  of  an  essential  part  of  the 
rights  of  liberty  and  property  as  guaran- 
teed to  the  defendant  by  g  1  of  our  Consti- 
tution, in  that  it  seelcs  to  interfere  with  de- 
fendant's enjoyment  upon  terms  of  equality 
with  all  others  in  similar  circumstances  of 
the  privilege  of  pursuing  an  ordinary  calling 
or  trade,  and  of  acquiring,  possessing,  and 
protecting  property,  to  an  extent  not  war- 
ranted by  a  legitimate  exercise  of  the  police 
powers  of  the  state. 

Considering  these  points  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  enumerated,  we  v/ill  now  de- 
termine whether  or  not  chapter  187,  Laws 
]909,  as  fairly  and  reasonably  construed, 
embraces  within  its  terms  any  liquors  not 
generally  recognized  as  intoxicating.  In 
our  construction  of  this  statute  in  all  its 
parts,  we  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  a  penal 
statute;  that  nothing  is  to  be  regarded  as 
included  within  its  provisions  that  is  not 
within  its  letter  as  well  as  its  spirit;  and 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


that,  if  it  contains  a  patent  ambiguitv,  and 
admits  of  two  reasonable  and  contradietoi; 
constructions  that  which  operates  in  favor 
of  a  party  accused  imder  its  provision  is  to 
be  preferred.  Further  than  this,  howerer, 
rules  of  strict  construction,  especially  those 
of  the  common  law,  have  no  application  to 
the  statutes  of  our  state.  Section  187, 
Laws  1909,  amending,  as  it  does,  §  9366, 
Rev.  Codes,  1905,  is  part  of  our  Penal  Code, 
and  clearly  within  the  provision  that  "the 
rule  of  the  common  law  that  penal  statutes 
are  to  be  strictly  construed  has  no  applica- 
tion to  this  Code.  All  its  provisions  are  to 
be  construed  according  to  the  fair  purport 
of  their  terms,  with  a  view  to  effect  its  ob- 
jects and  promote  justice."  Rev.  Codes 
1005,  §  8538.  Penal  statutes,  therefore, 
"like  all  others,  are  to  be  fairly  construed 
according  to  the  legislative  intent  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  enactment,  the  court  refusing, 
on  the  one  hand,  to  extend  the  punishment 
to  cases  which  are  not  clearly  embraced  in 
them,  and,  on  the  other,  equally  refusing  by 
any  mere  verbal  nicety  or  forced  considera- 
tion or  equitable  interpretation,  to  exonertte 
parties  plainly  within  their  scope."  2  Lew- 
is's Sutherland  Stat.  Constr.  2d  ed.  §  S19. 
If  the  meaning  of  the  statute  or  of  some 
oi  its  parts  is  simply  obscure,  the  legisla- 
tive intent  in  the  passage  of  the  act  will  be 
considered  as  a  light  to  assist  the  court  in 
arriving  with  more  accuracy  at,  its  meaning, 
and  a  construction  which  gives  some  mean- 
ing to  the  statute  or  an  obscure  part  or 
clause  thereof  will  be  preferred  to  one  which 
renders  it  entirely  nugatory  and  meaning- 
less. "In  short,"  as  well  stated  by  Judge 
Story,  "it  appears  to  me  that  the  proper 
course  in  all  these  cases  is  to  search  out  and 
follow  the  true  intent  of  the  legislature,  and 
to  adopt  that  sense  of  the  words  which  har- 
monizes best  with  the  context,  and  promotes 
in  the  fullest  manner  the  apparent  policy 
and  objects  of  the  legislature."  United 
States  V.  Winn,  3  Sumn.  209,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
16,740.  It  is  apparent  at  a  glance  that  the 
purpose  of  this  chapter  is  to  define  the 
liquors  that  are  to  be  presumed  by  the 
courts  to  be  intoxicating  within  the  meaning 
of  the  statute  prohibiting  the  sale  and  min- 
ufacture  of  intoxicating  liquors.  Pursuant 
to  this  purpose,  a  number  of  liquors  or  bev- 
erages are  enumerated,  divided  into  three 
or  four  classes,  the  first  class  including  only 
such  as  are  generally  recognized  as  intoxi- 
cating, viz.,  "alcohol,  whisky,  rum,  brandy, 
beer,  ale,  porter^  wine,  and  hard  cider."  The 
second  class  includes  not  by  name,  but  by 
general  designation,  "all  spirituous,  malt 
vinous,  fermented,  or  other  intoxicating 
liquors  or  mixtures  thereof,  by  whatsoever 
name  called    .    .    .    that  will  produce  in- 
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toxication  of  any  degree,  or  any  mixtures 
uf  such."  The  third  class,  by  a  description 
more  sweeping  and  general  than  any  in  the 
act  embraces  "any  kind  of  beverage  whatso- 
ever, which,  retaining  the  alcoholic  principle 
or  other  intoxicating  qualities  as  a  diatinc- 
'tive  force,  may  be  used  as  a  beverage  and 
become  a  substitute  for  the  ordinary  intox- 
icating drinks;"  and  the  fourth  class,  any 
liquors  or  liquids  which  are  made,  sold,  or 
offered  for  sale  as  a  beverage,  and  which 
shall  contain  "coculus  indicus,  copperas," 
and  other  poisonous  drugs  specifically  men- 
tioned. All  liquors  and  beverages  or  mix- 
tures of  the  same,  fairly  included  in  any 
of  these  classes,  by  express  legislative  declar- 
ation are  intoxicating;  and  this  court,  as  all 
other  courts  dealing  with  the  subject,  is  re- 
quired to  so  presume  and  hold.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  may  be  said  that  any  liquor 
which  does  not  come  fairly  and  reasonably 
within  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  definition 
announced  in  chapter  187  is  not  to  be  re- 
^rded  as  an  intoxicating  liquor  in  prosecu- 
tions under  the  penal  prohibitions  of  our 
statute. 

Accepting  the  foregoing  classification  for 
convenience  in  reference  throughout  this 
opinion,  it  is  conceded  that  a  liquor  with  the 
characteristics  of  "Purity  Malt"  is  not  in 
eluded  in  the  first,  second,  or  fourth  class, 
and  that  defendant  is  liable,  if  at  all,  for  a 
violation  of  *.he  statute  prohibiting  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors,  only  in  case  this  bev- 
erage is  embraced  in  the  third  class.  De- 
fendant, by  its  demurrer  and  plea,  admits 
that  "Purity  Malt"  is  a  malt  liquor,  retain- 
ing the  alcoholic  principle  as  a  distinctive 
force,  which  is  sold  and  used  throughout  the 
state  of  North  Dakota  as  a  substitute  for 
beer.  Counsel  for  the  state  upon  this  ap- 
peal call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
information  does  not  allege  that  this  liquor 
is  in  fact  intoxicating,  and  that  "for  the 
purpose  of  this  case  it  may  and  should  be 
assumed  that  this  beverage  will  not  pro- 
duce intoxication  of  any  degree."  By  thesa 
admissions  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  and 
tiie  state  the  issue  is  narrowed  to  the  single 
question'of  whether  or  not  the  sale  of  a  malt 
liquor  retaining  the  alcoholic  principle  as  a 
distinctive  force,  and  used  throughout  the 
state  of  North  Dakota  as  a  substitute  for 
beer,  but  that  will  not  produce  intoxication 
in  any  degree,  is,  under  an  ordinary  and 
reasonable  construction  of  the  language  used 
in  chapter  187,  Latvs  1909,  within  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  statute. 

It  does  not  appear  to  us  thai  the  language 
used  in  describing  the  third  class  of  liquors 
or  beverages  referred  to  in  the  act  is  ambitfu- 
ons  in  the  sense  that  it  is  susceptible  of  two 
or  more  meanings  equally  clear  and  reason- 
able; neither  is  it  contradictory  in  its  terms. 
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It  lacks  somewhat  the  transparent  clearness 
which  proceeds  from  directness  and  brevity 
of  expression,  and  is  an  illustration  of  the 
principle  that  ornate  efi'ect  obtained  by 
means  of  much  superfiuous  wording  usually 
serves  to  obscure  the  meaning.  Overworded 
as  it  is,  however,  the  clause  will  admit  of 
but  one  meaning  that  appeals  alike  to  sound 
judgment  and  common  sense. 

It  is  urged  by  defendant  that  the  phrase, 
"retaining  the  alcoholic  principle,"  can  mean 
only  that  the  beverage  must  contain  alcohol 
in  sufiicient  quantity  to  'produce  intoxica- 
tion; otherwise  it  would  not  be  connected 
with  the  words,  "or  other  intoxicating  qual- 
ity," which  immediately  follow.  It  further 
urges  that  the  expression,  "as  a  distinctive 
force,"  means  to  an  intoxicating  degree,  and 
that  the  words,  "become  a  substitute  for  the 
ordinary  intoxicating  drinks,"  can  refer  only 
to  beverages  that  will  produce  intoxication. 
Examining  carefully  the  expressions  used, 
however,  and  giving  to  the  words  included 
in  each  its  ordinary  signification,  we  do  not 
think  the  clause  can  be  reasonably  said  to 
have  such  meaning.  The  term  "alcholic 
principle"  has  no  reference  whatever  to 
quantity,  but  only  to  some  characteristic  or 
quality.  As  said  by  Judge  Brewer  in  the 
Intoxicating  Liquor  Cases,  26  Kan.  7S1,  37 
Am.  Rep.  284:  "Alcohol  is  the  intoxicating 
principle — the  basis — of  all  intoxicating 
drinks.  Wliatever  contains  alcohol  will,  if 
a  sufiicient  quantity  be  taken,  produce  in- 
toxication." This  principle  or  quality  tends 
always  to  intoxication  in  a  degree,  depend- 
ent entirely  upon  the  quantity  used;  but 
whether  or  not  intoxication  is  produced,  the 
"principle"  remains  the  same. 

In  its  use,  therefore,  of  the  expression, 
"retaining  the  alcoholic  principle  or  other 
intoxicating  quality,"  the  legislature  evi- 
dently meant  to  connect,  without  .reference 
to  quantity,  two  qualities,  viz.,  the  intoxi- 
cating quality  present  in  alcohol  with  that 
found  in  other  poisonous  drugs,  possibly 
those,  or  some  of  those,  mentioned  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  act.  The  phrase,  "as  a 
distinctive  force,"  as  we  understand  it,  im- 
plies not  only  that  alcohol  be  present  in 
appreciable  quantity,  but  that,  being  so  pres- 
ent, it  retain  its  characteristic  intoxicating 
prinbiple.  It  is  a  well-known  scientific  fact 
that  alcohol,  when  used  in  solution  with 
other  drugs,  may,  by  chemical  combination, 
lose  many,  if  not  all,  of  its  characteristics, 
and  become  neutralized  to  such  degree  as  no 
longer  to  retain  the  intoxicating  principle. 
If  it  is  so  used,  it  is  apparent  that,  though 
present  in  recognizable  quantity,  it  is  not 
present  as  a  distinctive  force.  The  word 
"substitute"  means  "one  who  or  that  which 
stands  in  the  place  of  another;  that  which 
stands  in  lieu  of  something  else."    Webster's 
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Diet.  Defendant  argues  that  the  meaning  is 
limited  to  "one  thing  serving  the  purpose^ 
of  another,"  and  that  under  this  definition 
the  only  "substitute"  for  an  intoxicating 
drink  is  one  that  will  serve  the  same  pur- 
pose; or,  in  other  words,  produce  intoxica- 
tion. Such,  however,  is  not  the  only  or  the 
usual  meaning  of  the  word.  As  held  by 
Judge  Brewer  in  the  opinion  heretofore  re- 
ferred to,  the  intoxicating  liquor  acts  were 
not  intended  as  an  "attack  upon  bay  rum, 
camphor,  or  tincture  of  lemon.  It  was  in- 
tended to.  strike  at  such  liquors  and  mix- 
tures only  as  were  in  ordinary  and  known 
use  as  intoxicating  beverages,  or  which,  in 
the  failure  to  obtain  such  beverages,  it 
could  reasonably  and  fairly  be  believed 
would  be  used  as  substitutes."  The  expres- 
sion, "become  a  substitute  for  the  ordinary 
intoxicating  drinks,"  con  only  refer  to  such 
beverages  as  common  experience  teaches  will 
be  used  in  place  of  well-known  intoxicating 
liquors  when,  by  reason  of  a  prohibitory 
statute  or  other  extraordinary  case,  they 
cannot  be  obtained  by  the  usual  means  of 
sale  and  purchase. 

In  our  view,  therefore,  under  a  true,  fair, 
and  reasonable  interpretation,  that  clause  of 
chapter  187,  Laws  1909,  defining  the  third 
class  of  liquors  that  ore  to  be  deemed  intoxi- 
cating, is  intended  to  describe  a  beverage 
which  contains  alcohol  or  other  drug  hav- 
ing an  intoxicating  qiiality  in  a  quantity 
reasonably  appreciable,  in  which  it  has  not, 
by  chemical  combination  with  other  drugs, 
lost  its  intoxicating  principle,  and  which 
liquor,  according  to  common  experience  and 
observation,  will  be  resorted  to_  upon  a  fail- 
ure to  procure  the  ordinary  intoxicating 
drinks  in  the  usual  way.  In  such  a  liquor, 
alcohol  or  other  drug  of  kindred  quality, 
preserving  its  native  characteristics,  must 
be  present,  but  not  necessarily  in  such  quan- 
tity as  to  produce  intoxication.  Whether 
it  is  present  in  a  quantity  reasonably  recog- 
nizable and  as  a  distinctive  force  is  a  ques- 
tion of  fact,  to  be  determined  by  the  ordi- 
nary tests,  among  which  is  the  consideration 
that  it  "may  be  used  as  a  beverage  and  be- 
come a  substitute  for  the  ordinary  intoxicat- 
ing drinks." 

In  thus  interpreting  the  meaning  of  a 
clause  of  this  statute,  we  are  not  unmindful 
of  the  fact  that  a  cardinal  principle  of  con- 
struction requires  that  the  act  be  considered 
in  its  entirety.  So  considering  it,  we  first 
observe  that  all  liquors  and  beverages  con- 
taining alcohol  that  are  either  well  recog- 
nized OS  intoxicating,  or  which,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  may  produce  intoxication  to  any  de- 
gree, are  included  in  the  first  and  second 
classes  described.  All  liquors  in  any  quan- 
tity containing  drugs  of  intoxicating  quality 
other  than  alcohol  are  included  in  the  fourth 
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class.  Therefore,  if  that  part  of  the  stat- 
ute describing  the  third  class  refers  only  to 
liquors  that  will  produce  intoxication,  it 
is  entirely  superfluous.  It  adds  no  sensible 
meaning  to  the  amended  statute,  and  might 
be  stricken  out  without  narrowing  the  scope 
of  the  definition  in  the  slightest  degree.  Un 
the  other  hand,  if  this  clause  is  intended  to 
describe  liquors  that  contain  alcohol  or  other 
intoxicating  drugs  in  a  quantity  so  small 
that  they  will  not  ordinarily  produce  in- 
toxication, it  defines  a  class  not  covered 
by  the  other  parts  of  the  statute,  and  ac- 
complishes a  definite  purpose  by  its  pres- 
ence. Under  this  interpretation,  it  fits 
into  and  harmonizes  with  the  other  parts 
of  the  statute  in  a  way  that  is  very  per- 
suasive of  the  conclusion  that  no  other 
meaning  could  have  been  intended. 

It  is  urged  by  the  defendant  that  the  ob- 
scurity or  doubtful  import  of  the  wording 
of  this  part  of  the  statute  warrants  in  its 
interpretation  a  consideration  of  extrane- 
ous facts,  such  as  "the  conditions  existing 
at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  law,  the 
object  to  be  gained  by  its  enactment,  the 
record  of  its  passage,  as  shown  by  the  leg- 
islative journals,  and  any  other  matters 
contemporaneous  with  its  enactment  that 
will  throw  light  upon  the  question."  As 
heretofor«  stated,  the  statute  is  not,  in 
our  view,  ambiguous  or  contradictory,  or 
of  such  doubtful  import  as  to  require  a 
resort  to  these  means  of  interpretation; 
and,  were  it  done,  the  result  would  be  only 
to  enforce  with  additional  strength  the 
construction  we  put  upon  this  statute.  A 
glance  at  the  history  of  the  law  amended 
by  this  act  shows 'that  it  was  passed  in 
the  year  1890,  pursuant  to  a  constitutional 
provision  requiring  the  legislative  assem- 
bly to  prescribe  regulations  and  penalties 
prohibiting  the  manufacture  or  sale  within 
this  state  of  any  intoxicating  liquors;  that 
in  the  years  1895,  1897,  and  1907,  amend- 
ments to  the  section  of  the  law  defining  in- 
toxicating liquors  were  passed,  and  that 
the  evident  purpose  of  these  amendments 
was  to  broaden  the  definition,  and  embrace 
within  its  scope  certain  liquors  and  bever- 
ages not  before  included.  All  these  con- 
siderations speak  in  favor  of  an  intent  of 
the  legislature  in  these  successive  years  to 
amplify  the  definition  of  intoxicating  li- 
quors, and  extend  its  terms  to  beverages 
not  already  included  in  tiie  first,  second, 
and  fourth  classes.  It  is,  however,  urged 
by  the  defendant  and  admitted  by  the  state 
that  the  legislative  bill  which  was  after- 
wards enacted  as  chapter  187,  Laws  1909, 
when  first  introduced,  contained  in  its  first 
clause  the  word  "malt,"  immediately  after 
the  word  "wine,"  and  that  at  some  time 
in  the  course  of  its  passage  this  word  was 
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stricken  out,  and  does  not  appear  in  the 
law  as  enacted.  Defendant  urges  that  the 
elision  of  this  word  by  the  legislature  is 
evidence  of  an  intent  to  exclude  the  drinlc 
known  as  "malt"  from  the  operation  of  th^ 
statute.  It  is  apparent,  however,  that 
there  may  have  been  several  other  rea- 
sons for  striking  out  the  word  which  ope- 
rate in  a  view  contrary  to  such  conten- 
tion. The  legislature  may  have  noted  that 
malt,  not  being  generally  recognized  as  in- 
to.xicating,  was.  not  properly  included  in 
a  list  of  liquors  that  are  so  recognized;  or 
it  may  have  reasoned  that  liquors  of  the 
malt  class  were  covered  by  the  general 
description  in  the  definition  of  the  third 
class,  and  that  specific  mention  in  the  first 
class  was  superfluous;  or  it  may  have 
considered  that  such  mention  in  the  first 
class  of  a  liquor  bearing  the  specific  name 
of  "malt"  would  be  merely  confusing,  as 
the  word,  as  generally  understood,  de- 
scribes not  a  specific  liquor,  but  a  class. 
An  attempt  to  include  it  by  name  in  the 
first  class  might  thus  have  the  effect  of 
excluding  it  from  the  general  description  in 
the  third  class,  while  those  disposed  to  sell 
it  could  readily  evade  the  effect  of  the  law, 
as  thus  worded,  by  the  simple  device  of 
changing  the  name  of  the  liquor  from 
"malt"  to  "hop  tea,"  "sea  foam,"  "near 
beer,"  .or  any  of  the  many  names  under 
which  sales  of  liquors  of  this  class  are 
made.  Any  of  those  reasons  would  as 
logically  apply  to  the  act  of  the  legislature 
as  the  one  that  it  intended,  by  striking  out 
the  word  "malt,"  to  include  that  entire 
class  of  liquors  from  the  operation  of  the 
statute. 

All  facts  necessary  to  bring  "Purity 
Malt,"  the  liquor  sold  by  defendant,  with- 
in the  definition  of  chapter  187,  Laws  1009, 
as  we  construe  it,  are  supplied  by  the 
admission  of  the  defendant.  A  liquor  con- 
taining 1.76  per  cent  of  alcohol  by  volume 
and  1.40  per  cent  by  weight  may  certainly 
be  said  to  contain  alcohol  in  appreciable 
quantity.  It  is  admitted  that  the  alcoholic 
principle  was  present  as  a  distinctive  force, 
and  that  the  liquor  was  sold  and  used 
throughout  the  state  of  North  Dakota  as 
a  substitute  for  beer,  an  ordinary  intoxi- 
cating drink.  Such  liquor,  therefore,  in 
law  and  in  fact,  coming  within  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  statute,  the  courts,  in  a 
case  where  a  sale  is  admitted  by  defendant, 
can  only  apply  the  penalty. 

It  is  contended,  however,  that  chapter 
187,  Laws  1909,  if  by  its  terms  it  includes 
a  description  of  a  liquor  not  intoxicating, 
is  unconstitutional,  for  the  reason  that  the 
subject  of  the  act  is  not  expressed  in  the 
title,  as  required  by  §  61  of  the  state  Con- 
stitution. The  title  of  the  act  is  quoted  at 
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the  beginning  of  this  opinion,  and  it  will 
b«  noted  that  this  chapter  contains  an 
amendment  to  an  existing  statute,  and  is 
not  a  new  enactment.  This  court  has 
adopted  ,  rules  of  construction  governing 
titles  of  amended  and  original  acts  where 
such  objection  is  made,  and  these  principles 
have  been  announced  in  several  of  its  opin- 
ions. Krickson  v.  Cass  County,  11  N.  D. 
404,  92  N.  W.  841 ;  Powers  Elevator  Co.  v. 
Pottner,  16  N.  D.  359,  113  N.  W.  703; 
State  ex  rel.  Erickson  v.  Burr,  10  K.  D. 
581,  113  N.  \V.  705;  State  ex  rel.  Poole  v. 
Pcake,  18  N.  D.  — ,  120  N.  W.  47.  The 
rules  announced  by  these  cases,  most  clear- 
ly applicable  to  the  points  presented  by 
this  case,  are  "the  law  will  not  be  declared 
unconstitutional  on  account  of  the  defect 
pointed  out  in  the  title  unless  it  is  clearly 
so  .  .  .  and  ...  if  the  provisions 
of  the  act  are  germane  to  the  expressions 
of  the  title,  the  law  will  be  upheld."  Also, 
"it  is  not  necessary  that  the  subject  of  the 
particular  section  amended  shall  be  stated 
in  the  title  of  an  amendatory  act."  "It  is 
sufficient  if  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendment  is  germane  to  the  subject  of 
the  act  of  which  the  amended  section  is  a 
part,  and  is  within  the  title  of  the  original 
act."  The  original  act  of  which  chapter 
187  is  an  amendment  was  passed  by  the 
legislative  assembly  of  1890  under  the  title, 
"An  Act  to  Prescribe  Penalties  for  the  Un- 
lawful Manufacture,  Sale,  and  Keeping  for 
Sale  Intoxicating  Liquors,  and  to  Regulate 
the  Sale,  Barter,  and  Giving  Away  of  Such 
Liquors  for  Medical,  Scientific,  and  Me- 
chanical Purposes."  Laws  1890,  chap.  110, 
p.  309.  If  the  subject-matter  of  chapter 
187  is  germane  to  the  subject  of  the  law 
of  1890,  and  is  fairly  within  the  title  of 
that  act,  its  title  is  sufficient,  whether  or 
not  it  would  be  so  standing  alonp.  It  is 
apparent  without  argument,  we  think,  that 
a  definition  of  the  meaning  of  the  term 
"intoxicating  liquors"  is  not  only  closely 
related  to,  but  may  be  said  to  be  a  neces- 
sary element  of,  a  legislative  act  which 
purports  to  regulate  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  such  liquors.  Defendant  contends, 
however,  that,  while  a  definition  embracing 
liquors  generally  recognized  as  intoxicating 
is  germane  to  this  general  subject,  it  ceases 
to  be  so  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  in- 
clude within  its  terms  liquors  that  are  not 
in  fact  intoxicating.  This  argument,  how- 
ever, entirely  disregards  the  well-settled 
principle  that  a  beverage  declared  by  stat- 
ute to  be  intoxicating  liquor  in  the  eyes  of 
the  law  and  the  consideration  of  the  courts 
at  once  becomes  so.  Tlie  effect  that  such 
liquor  may  have  upon  the  human  system 
becomes  a  wholly  immaterial  incident.  In 
the  administration  of  the  law  it  is  an  in- 
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toxicating  liquor^  if  for  no  other  reason 
than  because  the  statute  so  declares.  State 
T.  Certain  Intoxicating  Liquors,  76  Iowa, 
243,  2  L.R.A.  408,  41  N.  W.  6;  State  v. 
Colvin,  127  Iowa,  632,  103  N.  W.  908;  Com. 
▼.  Brelsford,  161  Mass.  61,  36  N.  E.  677; 
Black,  Intoxicating  Liquors,  §  2;  State  v. 
Fredericlcson,  101  Me.  37,  0  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
180,  115  Am.  St.  Rep.  205,  63  Atl.  536, 
8  A.  &  E.  Ann.  'Cas.  48.  We  are  not  here 
presented  with  a  case  wliere,  as  a  text-writ- 
er suggests  may  sometime  happen,  the  leg- 
islature has  undertaken  to  declare  a  bev- 
erage absolutely  innocent  of  any  intoxicat- 
ing quality  to  be  an  intoxicating  liquor. 
Black,  Intoxicating  Liquors,  §  4.  The  defi- 
nition applies  only  to  liquors  containing 
the  alcoholic  principle  or  other  intoxicating 
quality,  or,  in  other  w.ords,  alcohol  or  some 
other  intoxicating  drug;  and  "alcohol  is 
therefore  an  intoxicating  liquor,  regardless 
of  the  fact  that  the  quantity  drank  at  any 
one  time  would  not  have  that  effect.  .  .  . 
However  much  it  may  be  diluted,  it  must 
remain  an  intoxicant  when  used  as  a  bever- 
age." The  language  of  Judge  Brewer,  here- 
tofore quoted,  in  which  he  speaks  of  alco- 
hol as  the  intoxicating  principle,  is  per- 
tinent on  this  point.  That  such  a  liquor 
may  be  declared  to  be  intoxicating  by  the 
legislature  and  so  regarded  by  the  courts, 
whether  or  not  its  ordinary  use  will  pro- 
duce intoxication  in  the  average  man,  is 
settled  by  a  concurrence  of  all  authority. 
This  being  true,  such  liquor  is  appropriate- 
ly included  in  a  general  statutory  definition 
of  intoxicating  liquors;  and  such  defini- 
tion is  germane  to.  the  general  subject  of  a 
regulation  of  the.  manufacture  and  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors. 

We  pass  now  to  a  consideration  of  the 
third  point  raised  by  defendant, — that 
chapter  187,  Laws  1900,  if  it  includes  in 
its  definition  a  liquor  not  intoxicating,  is 
unconstitutional  as  violating  §  64  of  the 
Constitution.  This  section  provides  that  "no 
bill  shall  be  revised  or  amended  or  the  pro- 
visions thereof  extended  or  incorporated 
in  any  other  bill  by  reference  to  its  title 
only,  but  so  much  thereof  as  is  revised, 
amended,  or  extended,  or  so  incorporated, 
shall  he  re-enacted  and  published  at 
length."  The  purpose  of  this  provision  is 
clearly  enough  that  of  preventing  an 
amendment  to  an  existing  statute  by  means 
of  a  legislative  bill  which  contains  merely 
the  amendatory  words  or  a  reference  only 
to  the  title  of  the  act  sought  to  be  amended, 
and  does  not  give  in  full  the  text  of  the 
act  as  it  will  appear  when  amended.  De- 
fendant argues  that  chapter  187,  Laws 
1909,  so  far  as  it  is  amendatory  of  the  gen- 
eral statute,  can  be  operative  only  when  it 
is  combined  with  or  included  in  the  penal 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


provisions  of  §  9353,  ReT.  Codes  1905,  and, 
as  this  latter  section  is  not  included  and 
published  at  length  in  the  amended  act,  the 
amendment  is  unconstitutional. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  this  con- 
stitutional objection  can  be  said  to  apply 
to  chapter  187,  Laws  1909.  It  is  complete 
in  itself,  contains  no  reference  to  §  9353, 
and  does  not  purport  to  amend  it.  It  is 
true  that,  in  practical  operation,  the  amend- 
ed feature  of  chapter  187  will,  by  imi^ica- 
tion,  affect  and  modify  somewhat  the  mean- 
ing of  §  9353,  as  well  as  of  many  other  sec- 
tions of  the  general  statute.  But,  if  §  64  of 
the  Constitution  is  taken  to  mean  that  all 
sections  of  the  general  law  in  any  manner 
affected  or  modified  by  an  amendatory  act 
shall  be  incorporated  and  published  at 
length  in  the  legislative  bill  containing  the 
amendment,  it  may  require  the  publication 
of  large  excerpts  from  the  Code  in  every 
amendatory  act  of  considerable  scope,  and 
at  each  session  of  the  legislature  the  amend- 
ments intended  to  be  enacted  will  be  hidden 
in  the  obscurity  produced  by  publication  and 
republication  of  volumes  of  matter  from 
the  existing  general  law.  It  is  not  conceiv- 
able that  this  constitutional  provision  was 
intended  to  require  acts  so  useless  and  bur- 
densome. "The  mischief  designed  to  be 
remedied  was  the  enactment  of  amendatory 
statutes  in  terms  so  blind  that  legislators 
themselves  were  sometimes  deceived  in  re- 
gard to  their  effect,  and  the  public,  from 
the  difficulty  in  making  the  necessary  ex- 
amination and  comparison,  failed  to  become 
apprised  of  the  changes  made  in  the  laws. 
An  amendatory  act  which  purported  only 
to  insert  certain  words  or  to  substitute  one 
phrase  for  another  in  an  act  or  section 
which  was  referred  to,  but  not  republished, 
was  well -calculated  to  mislead  the  careless 
as  to  its  effect,  and  was  perhaps  sometimes 
drawn  in  that  form  for  that  express  pur- 
pose. Endless  confusion  was  thus  intro- 
duced into  the  law,  and  the  Constitution 
wisely  prohibited  such  legislation.  But  an 
act  complete  in  itself  is  not  within  the  mis- 
chief designed  to  be  remedied  by  this  provi- 
sion, and  cannot  be  held  to  be  prohibited 
by  it  without  violating  its  plain  intent." 
People  ex  rel.  Drake  v.  Mahaney,  13  Mich. 
481.  The  objecticm  that  the  defendant  de- 
sires to  direct  against  this  phase  of  the  law 
cannot  therefore  proceed  on  constitutional 
grounds.  Its  essence  seems  to  be  that  a 
definition  contained  in  an  amended  act  by 
the  terms  of  which  a  nonintoxicating  bever- 
age is  declared  to  be  an  intoxicating  liquor 
cannot  be  fairly  held  to  come  within  the 
provisions  of  another  section  that  prescribes 
a  penalty  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors.  This  objection  is,  how- 
ever, fully  disposed  of  by  reference  to  the 
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principle  heretofore  announced,  that  any 
liquor  containing  the  alcoholic  principle  or 
other  intoxicating  quality  may  be  declare^ 
by  the  legislature  to  be  intoxicating,  and, 
when  so  declared,  must  be  by  the  courts 
r^arded  as  such  without  further  test  or 
question. 

We  come,  finally,  to  a  consideration  of  the 
point  that  a  law  under  which  penal  provi- 
siona  prohibit  the  sale  of  a  liquor  that  is 
not  intoxicating  or  otherwise  harmful  or 
detrimental  to  life  and  health  is  a  viola- 
tion of  defendant's  constitutional  rights  of 
libM-ty  and  property,  and  not  a  legitimate 
exercise  of  the  police  powers  of  the  state. 
Section  il  of  our  Constitution  provides  that 
"all  men  .  .  .  have  certain  inalienable 
rights;  among  which  are  those  of  enjoying 
and  defending  life  and  liberty,  acquiring, 
possessing,  and  protecting  property  and 
reputation;  and  pursuing  and  obtaining 
safety  and  happiness."  Section  13  provides, 
"no  person  shall  be  ,  .  .  deprived  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property  without  due  process 
of  law."  These  guaranties  are  in  substance 
the  same  as  those  contained  in  the  14th 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  are  generally  regarded  by  the 
courts  as  securing  to  the  individual  the 
right  to  enjoy  upon  terms  of  equality  with 
others  in  similar  circumstances  the  privilege 
of  pursuing,  any  ordinary  calling  or  trade, 
and  of  acquiring,  holding,  and  selling  what- 
e%'er  may  be  legitimately  regarded  as  prop- 
erty. It  is  a  universally  accepted  principle, 
however,  that  the  rights  of  the  individual 
in  these  particulars  are  not  absolute,  and 
may  be  modified  to  a  degree  more  or  less 
considerable  by  measures  providing  for  the 
general  welfare,  the  protection  of  the  health 
of  the  people,  the  prevention  of  crime  and 
fraud,  and  the  preservatifHi  of  the  public 
peace.  The  power  of  the  state  to  enact  and 
enforce  measures  of  this  character  is  gen- 
erally referred  to  as  its  police  power;  and 
laws  passed  by  a  legislature  in  furtherance 
of  a  legitimate  exercise  of  the  police  power 
of  the  state  are  valid  and  enforceable,  even 
though  they  interfere  somewhat  with  the 
rights  of  liberty  and  property  of  the  individ- 
ual. All  this  is  conceded  by  defendant,  but 
he  contends,  notwithstanding,  "that  the  bev- 
erages referred  to  in  the  information  are 
the  product  of  painstaking,  scientific  re- 
search. They  are  more  palatable  than  tea 
or  coffee  and  less  injurious  than  either. 
They  have  been  subjected  to  repeated  an- 
alyses by  the  pure  food  commissioner  of 
this  state,  and  always  without  criticism." 
That  a  law  prohibiting  their  sale  has  not 
"for  its  object  the  prevention  of  a  manifest 
evil,  or  the  preservation  of  the  public 
health,  safety,  morals,  peace,  and  order,  or 
the  general  welfare,"  and  is  therefore  not 


a  legitimate  exercise  oi  the  police  power 
of  the  state,  but  an  unauthorized  interfer- 
ence with  the  liberty  and  property  of  a 
citizen. 

Many  of  the  characteristics  claimed  by 
defendant  for  the  liquor  in  question  are  not 
admitted,  and  this  court  cannot  take  ju- 
dicial notice  of  these  innocent  and  harmless 
qualities.  The  liquor  is  admitted  to  contain 
alcohol,  and,  in  the  absence  of  an  admis- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  state  that  it  is  not 
intoxicating,  would  be  presumed  to  be  so. 
Even  though  not  actually  intoxicating  in 
ordinary  use,  a  liquor  containing  the  alco- 
holic principle  unneutralized  and  in  full 
vigor  to  any  degree  whatever  cannot  be  said 
to  be  less  injurious  than  either  tea  or  cof- 
fee. It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge 
that  liquor  of  this  description,  while  not 
actually  intoxicating,  may  be  harmful  in 
the  sense  that  its  use  cultivates  and  stimu- 
lates an  appetite  for  intoxicants  that  may 
become  seriously  detrimental  to  the  general 
welfare.  Further  than  this,  an  alccAolic 
liquor  that  is  used  throughout  the  state  aa 
a  substitute  for  the  ordinary  intoxicating 
drinks  presents  a  constant  opportunity  and 
temptation  to  the  criminal  classes  to  make 
it  a  vehicle  of  subterfuge,  fraud,  and  a 
means  of  evading  the  penalties  of  the  pro- 
hibitory law.  Such  liquors  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  innocent  and  harmless,  and  must 
be  put  in  a  different  class  from  the  whole- 
some foods  in  common  use,  or  from  bever- 
ages that  do  not  contain  the  alcoholic  prin- 
ciple. "Alcoholic  beveragns  are  under  the 
ban  of  the  law  in  some  form  or  other  in 
most  civilized  countries.  They  are  known 
to  be  the  cause  of  crime,  destitution,  and 
pauperism.  Malt  liquors  used  as  beverages 
are  known  to  contain  that  destructive  in- 
gredient. It  was  proven  upon  the  trial  of 
this  case  that  the  beverage  kept  and  sold  by 
plaintiff  in  error  contained  it.  The  liquor 
sold  by  him  was  simply  an  effort  to  evade 
the  law."  Luther  v.  State,  83  Neb.  456,  20 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1146,  120  N.  W.  126. 

The  state,  in  the  exercise  of  its  police 
power,  has  an  undoubted  right  to  take  into 
consideration,  not  only  the  effect  of  the 
article  sold  upon  the  life  and  health  of  the 
individual,  but  also  the  fact  that  it  may  be 
used  readily  and  conveniently  as  a  cover  to 
violations  of  the  law.  Elder  v.  State  (Ala.) 
60  So.  370.  As  said  by  the  supreme  court 
of  Kansas,  in  passing  upon  a  statute  ti^vl- 
lating  the  sale  of  cider  which  it  was  claimed, 
as  of  the  liquor  in  this  case,  is  a  harmless 
and  wholesome  drink:  "It  may  have  been 
thought  that  the  drinking  of  cider  might 
foster  a  taste  for  strong  liquors,  and  that, 
if  the  unrestricted  sale  of  cider  by  the  glass 
was  permitted,  the  officers  might  be  easily 
deceived  as  to  the  character  of  the  drinka 
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sold,  and  that  a  tippling  shop  might  be 
carried  on  under  the  guise  of  a  place  to  sell 
cider.  In  the  interest  of  the  health  of 
the  people,  and  the  peace  and  good  order  of 
the  community,  it  was  deemed  wise  to  regu- 
late the  traffic.  To  sell  it  by  the  glass  and 
allow  it  to  be  drank  on  the  premises -where 
sold  was  deemed  to  be  subversive  of  good 
order,  and  daagerous  to  the  health  and 
morals  of  the  people,  and  hence  the  city  im- 
posed a  regulation  that  it  should  not  be 
sold  in  less  quantities  than  one  gallon,  and 
should  not  be  drank  at  the  place  of  sale. 
Such  a  regulati<m  violates  no  private  right, 
and  does  not  unreasonably  or  improperly  re- 
strain trade."  Monroe  t.  Lawrence,  44  Kan. 
607, 10  L'.R.A.  520,  24  Pac.  1118.  Under  sim- 
ilar principles,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Uniteid  States  has  held  valid  a  statute  pro- 
hibiting the  sale  of  oleomargarine,  and  the 
supreme  court  of  Wisconsin  has  applied  the 
same  rule  in  its  construction  of  a  law  pro- 
hibiting the  sale  'of  a  malt  liquor.  Powell 
V.  Pennsylvania,  127  U.  S.  678,  32  L.  ed. 
253,  8  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  092,  1257;  Pennell  v. 
State  (Wis.)  123  N.  W.  115.  See  also 
Feibelman  v.  State,  130  Ala.  123,  30  So. 
384;  United  States  v.  Cohn,  2  Ind.  Terr. 
474,  52  S.  W.  38;  State  v.  Durein,  70  Kan. 
1,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  908,  78  Pac.  152,  80  Pac. 
987;  Stete  v.  Guinness,  16  R.  I.  401,  16 
Atl.  910;  State  v.  Frederickson,  101  Me.  37, 
6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  186,  115  Am.  St.  Rep.  295, 
63  Atl.  535,  8  A.  ft  £.  Ann.  Cas.  48. 

We  hold,  therefore,  that  chapter  187, 
Laws  1900,  was  constitutionally  enacted, 
and  so  far  as  it  interferes  with  individual 
rights  and  property  is  a  legitimate  exercise 
of  the  police  powers  of  the  state.  We  fur- 
ther hold  that  it  fairly  and  reasonably  in- 
cludes within  its  terms  the  description  of  a 
liquor  such  as  the  defendant  admits  he  sold 
after  the  law  was  in  full  operation. 

Pursuant  to  these  holdings,  the  judgment 
*     of  the  District  Court  is  affirmed. 

Spalding,  J.,  concurring: 

I  concur  with  my  associates  in  their  opin- 
ion expressed  through  Judge  Ellsworth,  but 
think  the  legislative  assembly,  in  framing 
the  act  in  question,  only  attempted  to  di- 
vide the  liquors  enumerated  or  described  in- 
to two  classes.  It  is  reasonably  clear  to 
me  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  place 
those  named  or  described  in  that  part  of  the 
act  which  precedes  the  semicolon  in  one 
class,  having  reference  to  their  quality  and 
the  proof  necessary  regarding  them  in  prose- 
cutions. Those  described  or  named  in  that 
part  of  the  act  following  the  semicolon  c<Mn- 
prise  the  second  class,  and  are  enumerated 
together  with  reference  to  the  same  things. 
In  the  first  class  are  those  which  are  recog- 
nized as  intoxicating  in  fact.  Those  in  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


second  class,  containing  the  alcohdie  prin- 
ciple or  intoxicating  qualities  as  a  distinc- 
tive force  so  they  may  be  used  as  or  become 
a  substitute  for  the  ordinary  intoxicating 
drinks,    and    other    compounda    containing 
coculus  indicus,  etc.,  may  not  b«  intoxiea^ 
ing  in  fact.     The  use  of  those  enumerated 
or  described  in  the  second  class  may  creste 
an  appetite  for  intoxicants,  and  their  pos- 
session or  sale  may  serve  as  a  cover  for 
evading  the  law  relating  to  intoxicants,  uid 
thus  render  its  enforcement  difficult  or  im- 
possible.   For  these  reasons,  the  act  provides 
that  those  of  the  latter  class  "shall  be  con- 
sidered and  held  to  be  intoxicating  liquors 
within  the  meaning  of  this  chapter."    Tliat 
is  to  say,  in  prosecutions  under  the  prohibi- 
tory law,  liquors  coming  under  the  second 
classification  shall  be  held  to  be  within  the 
purview  of  the  law  on  the  subject  of  pro- 
hibition.   That  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of 
the  latter  class  of  drinks  is  constitutional 
is  established  by  a  large  number  of  authori- 
ties, several  of  which  are  cited  in  the  opin- 
ion of  Judge  Ellsworth.    Divided  into  these 
two  classes,  as  I  think  the  legislative  as- 
sembly intended,  no  conflict  exists  between 
the  two  divisions  of  the  law. 

Flsk,  J.,  dissenting  in  part: 

I  regret  my  inability  to  concur  in  Mo 
in  the  foregoing  opinion.  Ever^hing  there- 
in contained  meets  with  my  unqualified  ap- 
proval with  but  one  exception.  I  feel  com- 
pelled to  differ  with  the  majority  opinion 
upon  'the  first  proposition  considered.  It 
is  well  stated  by  my  Brother  Ellsworth 
that  nothing  is  to  be  regarded  aa  included 
within  the  provisions  (A.  the  statute  "that 
is  not  within  its  letter  as  well  as  its  spirit." 
I  freely  admit  that  the  prohibition  of  the 
sale  of  malt  liquor,  whether  intoxicating  or 
not,  was  probably  the  intent  aimed  at  by 
the  author  of  the  bill,  but  that  the  letter 
of  the  statute,  under  any  known  rule  of 
statutory  construction,  warrants  the  court 
in  giving  effect  to  such  probable  intent,  I 
deny.  I  believe  such  interpretation  is  at 
war  with  the  plain  language  emplo.red.  In 
the  light  of  the  record  admission  of  the 
state's  attorney  that  the  malt  in  question  is 
not  intoxicating  in  the  least  degree,  there  is 
no  room  for  the  contention  that,  by  the  plea 
whereby  defendant  admits  the  truth  of  the 
facts  alleged,  it  admits  its  violation  of  the 
statute  in  questimi.  As  I  view  it,  the  vital, 
controlling,  and  sole  question  is  as  to  wheth- 
er  a  malt  liquor  concededly  nonintoxicating 
in  the  least  degree  is  included  within  the 
ban  of  the  statute  when  such  statute  is  con- 
strued according  to  its  letter  as  well  as  its 
spirit.  In  dealing  with  the  statute^  I  shall 
accept  the  classification  adopted  in  the  ma- 
jority opinion.    Under  the  second  class  is  in- 
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eluded,  u  stated  in  sueh  opinion,  "all 
spirituotu,  malt,  vinous,  fermented,  or  other 
intoxicating  liquors,  or  mixtures  thereof,  by 
whatsoever  name  called  .  .  .  that  will 
produce  intoxication  of  any  degree,  or  any 
mixtures  of  such."  By  the  iise  of  this  lan- 
guage it  is  perfectly  apparent  to  my  mind 
that,  at  least  in  so  far  as  the  letter  of  the 
statute  is  concerned,  it  was  evidently  the 
purpose  to  define  "malt,"  as  well  as  the 
other  liquors  mentioned  in  such  class,  to  be 
intoxicating,  and  therefore  the  sale  thereof 
prohibited,  only  on  condition  that  they 
"will  produce  intoxication  of  any  degree." 
Such  is  the  plain  language  employed. 

But  it  is  said  that  class  3  is  broader  than 
class  2,  and  includes  everything  covered 
therein,  and  that  malt  and  the  other  liquors, 
although  not  intoxicating  in  the  least  de- 
gree, are  nevertheless  prohibited,  provided 
they  retain  "the  alcoholic  principle  or  other 
intoxicating  qualities  as  a  distinctive  force," 
and  "may  be  used  as  a  beverage,  and  be- 
come a  substitute  for  the  ordinary  intoxicat- 
ing drinks."  I  contend  that  the  general  lan- 
guage employed  in  class  3  cannot  reasonably 
be  construed  to  cover  the  liquors  specifical- 
ly mentioned  in  class  2,  and  which  are  pro- 
hibited only  when  they  "will  produce  intoxi- 
cation of  any  degree."  To  say  that  the  leg- 
islature in  the  same  section  placed  the  ban 
on  malt  and  certain  other  specially  enu- 
merated liquids  only  when  they  "will  pro- 
duce intoxication  of  any  degree,"  and  also 
immediately  thereafter  prohibited  their  sale 
regardless  of  whether  they  would  produce 
intoxication  of  any  degree,  is  contrary  to 
all  recognized  rules  of  statutory  construc- 

The  language  employed  in  dealing  with 
the  third  class  is,  in  substance,  the  same 
language  employed  by  Judge  Brewer  while 
Ml  the  Kansas  supreme  bench  in  dealing 
with  »  class  of  liquid  mixtures  and  com- 
pounds which  were  used  as  a  beverage,  and 
contained  the  alcoholic  principle  as  a  dis- 
tinctive force  in  such  mixture  or  compound. 
Intoxicating  Liquor  Cases,  25  Kan.  751,  37 
Am.  Rep.  284.  The  language  thus  borrowed 
from  the  opinion  of  this  eminent  jurist  is, 
I  think,  wholly  misapplied  when  given  the 
meaning  and  effect  whiuh  the  majority  opin-. 
ion  gives  to  it.  Not  only  this,  but  such  a 
construction  of  the  language  used  in  class  3 
renders  not  only  wholly  unnecessary,  but 
useless  and  meaningless,  the  specific  statu- 
tory provisions  of  class  2.  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  only  proper  intention  to  at- 
tribute to  the  legislature  in  the  use  of  the 
language  employed  was  the  intent  with 
which  similar  language  was  made  use  of 
by  the  Kansas  court,  which  was  to  cover  a 
class  of  liquors  or  mixtures  not  previously 
enumerated,  but  which,  "retaining  the  al- 
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coholic  principle  or  other  intoxicating  quali- 
ties as  a  distinctive  force,  may  be  used  as  a 
beverage,  and  become  a  substitute  for  the 
ordinary  intoxicating  drinks."  I  think  the 
language  "retaining  the  alcoholic  principle 
as  a  distinctive  force,"  as  used  by  Judge 
Brewer  with  reference  to  mixtures  and 
compounds,  was  intended  by  him  to  apply  to 
the  intoxicating  quality  thereof  as  a  dis- 
tinctive force;  i.  e.,  a  force  which  would,  if 
such  liquor  were  taken  in  sufficient  quantity, 
manifest  its  intoxicating  quality, 

A  forced  construction  of  this  statute  is 
neither  demanded  nor  justified  by  a  sound 
public  policy.  The  manufacture  and  sale  of 
malt  of  the  character  here  in  question  has 
at  all  times  up  to  the  passage  of  the  statute 
in  question,  at  least,  been  perfectly  legiti- 
mate, and  quite  an  extensive  industry  has 
been  established  in  its  manufacture  and  salej 
which  is  struck  down  by  the  majority  deci- 
siMi.  That  the  legislature  has  the  full  right, 
within  the  police  power  of  the  state,  to  pro- 
hibit its  manufacture  and  sale,  I  entertain 
no  doubt;  but  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  do 
BO  in  unmistakable  language,  and  I  do  not 
believe  it  to  be  the  duty  nor  within  the 
legitimate  functions  of  the  courts  to  con- 
strue as  within  a  criminal  statute  acts  not 
fairly  within  the  letter  thereof. 


VIRGINIA  SUPREME  COURT  OP  AP- 
PEAIiS. 

COMMONWEALTH    OP   VIRGINIA,   Plff. 
in  Err., 

V. 

R.  M.  HENRY. 


SAME,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

CHARLIE  SHANNON. 

'(—  Va.  — ,  05  S.  E.  570.) 

Intoxicating     llqnor  —  nontntoxicnting 
beverages^  regulation. 

1.  The  legislature,  when  making  a  gen- 
eral restraint  upon  the  traffic  in  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  may,  under  its  constitutionnl 
power  to  regulate  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  such  liquor,  and  its  police  power,  pro- 
vide for  the  manufacture  of  nonintoxicating 
malt  beverages  containing  alcohol,  and  re- 
quire them  to  be  sold  by  the  manufacturer 
in  specified  receptacles  and  quantities  di- 
rectly to  the  consumer,  who  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  drink  them  on  the  premises 
where  sold,  without  infringing  the  ri>;hts 
of  liberty  or  property  of  persons  desiring 
to  deal  in  such  beverages. 

Same  —  express  grant  —  implied  limi- 
tation. 

2.  The  constitutional  grant  to  the  legis- 


Note.  —  See  note  to  State  ▼.  Fargo  Bot- 
tling Works  Co.  ante,  872. 
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lature  of  power  to  regulate  or  control  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor 
does  not  destroy  its  power  to  regulate  the 
sale  of  malt  beverages  containing  alcohol 
in  such  small  quantities  as  not  to  be  in- 
toxicating, where  such  regulation  is  neces- 
sary to  the  control  of  traffic  in  intoxicating 
beverages. 
Same  —  discrimination  —  Intent. 

3.  That  the  sale  of  intoxicating  malt 
beverages  is  restricted  to  manufacturers 
does  not  show  an  intention  to  discriminate 
in  their  favor,  so  as  to  render  void  a  stat- 
ute regulating  the  sale  of  intoxicating  li- 
quors. 

(September  21,  1909.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Frederick 
'  County  to  review  an  order  discharging 
under  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  R.  M.  Henry, 
who  had  been  convicted  for  illegally  selling 
malt  beverage.    Reversed. 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Giles 
County  to  review  an  order  discharging 
under  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  Charlie  Shan- 
non, who  had  been  convicted  for  illegally 
Belling  malt  beverage.    Reversed. 

Tlie  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Robert  H.  Ward,  for  plaintiff  in  er- 
ror: 

The  statutory  regulation  of  traffic  in  non- 
intoxicating  "near-beer"  drinks  is  constitu- 
tional. 

Campbell  v.  Thomasville,  6  Ga.  App.  212, 
64  S.  E.  816;  23  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  63; 
Farmville  v.  Walker,  101  Va.  323,  61  L.R.A. 
125,  99  Am.  St.  Rep.  870,  43  S.  E.  658; 
Danville  t.  Hatcher,  101  Va.  523,  44  S.  E. 
723. 

Mr.  William  A.  Anderson,  Attorney 
General,  also,  for  plaintiff  in  error; 

It  is  competent  for  the  state  to  regulate 
tho  sale  of  beverages  containing  an  appre- 
ciable, though  very  small,  quantity  of  al- 
cohol. 

Com.  v.  Dean,  14  Gray,  99;  State  v. 
Roach,  75  Me.  123;  State  v.  Guinness,  16 
R.  I.  401,  16  Atl.  910;  State  ex  rel.  Guil- 
bert  v.  Kauffman,  68  Ohio  St.  635,  67  N.  E. 
1062;  Eaves  v.  State,  113  Ga.  749,  39  S.  E. 
318;  State  v.  O'Connell,  99  Me.  61,  58  Atl. 
59;  Com.  v.  Goodwin,  109  Va.  828,  64  S.  E. 
64,  23  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  60,  note  8; 
Freund,  Pol.  Power,  §  32. 

Mr.  R.  T.  Barton,  for  defendant  in  error 
Henry : 

The  legislation  is  contrary  to  the  inalien- 
able and  indefeasible  rights  of  man,  and 
abridges  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mugler  V.  Kansas,  123  U.  S.  623,  31  L. 
ed.  205,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  273;  Allgeyer  v. 
Louisiana,  165  U.  S.  578,  41  L.  ed.  832,  17 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  427 ;  Young  v.  Com,  101  Va. 
863,  45  S.  E.  327. 
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Messrs.  HcCormick,  Henson,  A  Bnan, 

for  defendant  in  error  Shannon: 

The  attempted  regulations  are  uncosEtitu- 
tional,  as  the  regulation  of  the  sale  of  on- 
intoxicating  malt  beverages  does  not  fall 
within  the  police  power. 

Ritchie  v.  People,  155  III.  98,  29  L.R.A. 
79,  46  Am.  St.  Rep.  324,  40  N.  E.  454;  Lake 
View  V.  Rose  Hill  Cemetery  Co.  70  111.  191. 
22  Am.  Rep.  71 ;  Re  Jacobs,  98  N.  Y.  98,  ») 
Am.  Rep.  636;  People  v.  Gillson,  109  K.  Y. 
389,  4  Am.  St  Rep.  465,  17  N.  E.  343. 

Cardwell,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

These  two  cases  will  be  considered  togeth- 
er because  they  both  involve  the  same  gen- 
eral question. 

In  the  first-named  case  the  defendant  in 
error,  R.  M.  Henry,  was  arrested  on  the 
9th  day  of  September,  1908,  upon  a  war- 
rant of  the  police  justice  of  the  city  of  Win- 
chester, charging  him  with  the  sale  of  "malt 
beverage,"  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of 
§  23i,  chap.  189,  p.  285,  Act  Assem.  March 
12,  1908,  now  commonly  known  as  the 
"Byrd  liquor  law." 

Upon  the  hearing  of  the  warrant,  Henrr 
was  convicted  and  fined;  the  judgment  of 
the  justice  being  as  follows:  "Judgment  oa 
the  9th  day  of  September,  1908.  The  de- 
fendant, Robert  M.  Henry,  is  found  gnilty 
upon  the  testimony  and  oath  of  S.  A.  Sea- 
bright,  and  the  said  R.  M.  Henry  pleadinj; 
guilty;  and  it  is  adjudged  that  he  pay  a 
fine  of  $500." 

From  this  judgment  Henry  imroediateW 
appealed  to  the  corporation  court  of  the 
city  of  Winchester,  and  was  recognized  in 
the  sum  of  $600,  with  surety,  to  appear  on 
the  first  day  of  the  next  term  of  that  court, 
which  was  to  convene  on  September  21, 1908. 
His  appeal  was  docketed  in  the  corporation 
court,  and  afterwards  Henry  appeared  with 
bis  surety,  and  the  latter  asked  that  be  be 
discharged  from  his  suretyship  on  the  said 
recognizance  executed  by  Henry  before  tht 
justice,  which  was  accordingly  done,  ana 
thereupon  Henry  was  placed  in  the  custody 
of  the  sergeant  of  the  city  of  Winchester. 

Immediately  upon  the  entry  of  the  order 
committing  him  to  the  custody  of  the  ser- 
geant, the  sergeant  was  served  with  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  issued  by  the  Honorable  T. 
W.  Harrison,  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of 
Frederick  county,  upon  the  petition  of  Hen- 
ry himself. 

In  the  petition  Henry  sets  out,  among 
other  things,  that  he  had  never  sold,  thnu<^ 
he  was  charged  with  selling,  something 
called  "Malt  Beverage,"  but  that  be  had 
sold  by  the  bottle,  and  to  be  drank  at  the 
place  where  sold,  a  product  called  "small 
brew,"  and  that  this  is  substantially  the 
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■ame  product  under  a  different  name;  that 
he  had  not  *  manufacturer's  license,  and 
was  not  a  brewer;  and  that  the  bottles  in 
which  he  sold  small  brew  had  not  blown 
upon  them  the  words  "Malt  Beverage,"  or 
the  name  or  address  of  the  manufacturer, 
in  letters  at  least  li  inches  in  height.  Hav- 
ing admitted  the  violation  of  %  23}  of  the 
Byrd  liquor  law,  Henry  based  his  applica- 
tion for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  upon  the 
claim  that  said  section  is  unconstitutional. 

Upon  this  petition  the  judge  of  the  cir-. 
eait  court  issued  his  writ,  and  immediately 
Henry  was  brought  before  him,  and  the 
hearing  adjourned  until  September  26,  1908. 
In  the  meanwhile  the  prisoner  was  released 
on  bis  own  recognizance,  formal  return  of 
the  writ  having  been  made  by  the  city 
sergeant,  showing  that  Henry  was  legally 
and  by  due  process  of  law  in  the  custody  of 
that  o£Scer.  Whereupon  the  commonwealth, 
by  its  attorney,  excepted  to  the  petition  up- 
on which  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  is- 
sued, upon  the  ground  that  it  did  not  show 
probable  cause  to  believe  that  Henry  was 
detained  without  lawful  authority,  and 
moved  the  court  to  dismiss  the  writ  and  re- 
mand Henry  to  the  corporation  court  of 
Winchester,  to  be  there  dealt  with  according 
to  law.  Determination  of  this  motion  was 
deferred  by  the  court  until  it  should  be 
ready  to  pass  upon  the  motion  which  was 
then  made  by  the  prisoner  to  be  discharged 
from  custody,  whereupon  the  commonwealth, 
by  its  attorney,  moved  to  postpone  the  hear- 
ing upon  said  motion  for  such  reasonable 
time,  to  be  fixed  by  the  judge,  as  to  allow 
the  commonwealth  time  in  which  to  give  no- 
tice and  secure  and  file  aflidavits  in  rebut- 
tal of  certain  averments  of  fact  alleged  in 
the  petition,  and  especially  to  prove  that  the 
beverage  alleged  in  the  warrant  of  arrest, 
and  admitted  in  the  petition,  to  have  been 
sold  by  Henry  in  violation  of  %  23i,  was 
in  some  cases  intoxicating,  even  if  it  did 
not  contain  in  excess  of  2}  per  cent  of  alco- 
hol; but  upon  the  objection  of  the  prisoner, 
Henry,  the  court  overruled  both  motions,  be- 
ing of  opinion  that  the  testimony  desired  to 
be  secured  was  not  competent,  and  refused  to 
allow  any  postponement  of  the  hearing  up- 
on the  petition  and  his  motion  to  be  dis- 
charged from  custody. 

The  motion  of  the  commonwealth  to  re- 
mand the  prisoner  to  the  corporation  court, 
to  be  there  dealt  with  according  to  law,  as 
prayed  in  the  return  of  the  city  sergeant, 
and  the  countermotion  of  the  prisoner  to  be 
discharged  from  custody,  as  prayed  in  his 
petition  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  were, 
on  September  26, 1008,  fully  argued  by  coun- 
sel, and  the  order  to  which  this  writ  of  er- 
ror was  awarded,  discharging  the  prisoner 
from  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  of  the  cor- 
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poration  court,  was  entered,  on  the  ground 
(as  set  out  in  the  written  opinion  of  the 
judge  of  the  circuit  court  filed  as  a  part  of 
the  order)  that  §  23i  of  the  Byrd  liq  .>r  law 
is  oppressive  and  imreasonable,  and  there- 
fore unconstitutional. 

The  sole  question,  therefore,  for  our  de- 
termination is  whether  or  not  §  23}  of  the 
Byrd  liquor  law  is  valid  and  constitutional. 

The  reasoning  of  the  learned  judge 
for  holding  §  23}  unconstitutional  is 
succinctly  stated  in  the  conclusion  of 
his  opinion,  as  follows:  "I  regard  the 
legislation  as  bearing  upon  a  particular, 
defined  type  of  harmless  malt  product, 
which  must  be  construed  in  relation  to  the 
legislative  treatment  accorded  other  forms 
of  malt  liquor.  So  viewed,  I  regard  the 
prohibition  and  regulation  imposed  upon 
this  particular  type  and  brand  to  the  last 
degree  oppressive  and  unreasonable,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  law  is  unconstitutional." 

The  purpose  of  the  act  of  the  legislature 
commonly  known  as  the  "Byrd  liquor  law" 
is,  in  the  title  of  the  act,  declared  to  be  "to 
Define  and  Regulate  the  Sale,  Distribution, 
Rectifying,  Manufacture,  and  Distilling  of 
Intoxicating  Liquors  and  Malt  Beverages, 
and  to  Impose  a  License  Tax  Thereon,"  etc. 
The  act  first  defines  what  shall  be  deemed 
ardent  spirits,  and  specifically  names  whis- 
ky, brandy,,  beer,  etc.,  as  included  therein, 
because  of  the  fact  that  these  liquors  con- 
tain a  percentage  of  alcohol  suflicient  to  pro- 
duce intoxication,  if  a  sufficient  quantity  is 
taken.  Section  23}  was  designed  to  r^;u- 
late  and  control  the  sale  and  distribution  of 
the  by-products  of  the  brewery  commonly 
known  as  malt  beverage,  by  whom  it  may 
be  manufactured  and  sold;  it  being  provided 
that  malt  beverage  shall  be  sold  by  the 
manufacturer  only  to  the  customer,  not  to 
be  drank  where  sold,  and  in  quantities  of 
not  less  than  one-half  dozen  bottles  nor 
more  than  four  dozen  bottles  at  any  one 
time,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  sold  or  of- 
fered for  sale  by  any  other  person,  firm,  or 
corporation ;  that  malt  beverage  shall  be  sold 
only  in  bottles  in  which  shall  be  blown  in 
letters  at  least  one-half  an  inch  in  height, 
the  name  and  address  of  the  manufacturer, 
and  the  words  "Malt  Beverage;"  and  that 
no  person,  firm,  or  corporation  shall  place  in 
such  bottles,  and  sell,  or  otherwise  transfer, 
any  liquid  containing  alcohol  in  excess  of 
2}  per  cent  in  volume.  The  penalty  fixed 
for  violating  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
section  is  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $500  nor 
more  than  $1,000,  or,  in  the  discretion  of 
the  jury,  confinement  in  jail  for  not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  twelve  months  for 
each  offense. 

"Malt  Beverage,"  "Small  Brew,"  and 
"Near  Beer,"  are,  as  it  would  seem,  synony- 
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mous  termB,  and  are  used  to  designate  a 
class  of  beer,  the  sale  and  distribution  of 
which  is  sought  to  be  r^iilated  and  con- 
trolled by  §  23)  of  the  Byrd  liquor  law;  and 
in  that  act  are  put  among  the  class  of 
"mixtures,  preparations,  and  liquids"  in 
which  alcohol  appears  in  varying  propor- 
tions with  other  ingredients,  and  which  may 
or  may  not  be  used  as  beverage,  or  may  or 
may  not  contain  alcohol  in  such  proportion 
with  the  other  ingredients  that  the  stomach 
can  bear  enough  of  the  mixture  to  produce 
intoxication;  malt  liquors  being  classified 
OS  within  or  without  the  ardent  spirits 
class,  according  as  they  will  or  will  not 
produce  intoxication.  Doubtless  the  legis- 
lature took  cognizance  of  the  well-known 
fact  that  the  minimum  per  cent  of  alcohol 
in  what  is  commonly  known  as  beer  is  2), 
and  that  even  this,  the  weakest  form  of  beer, 
had  been  found  to  be  intoxicating,  and  on 
this  account  arbitrarily  fixed  upon  this  per- 
centage as  the  diS'erential  between  beer  and 
the  class  of  "Near  Beer,"  and  gave  to  the 
latter  class  the  name  of  "malt  beverage." 
Why  it  should  have  been  so  denominated  is 
immaterial. 

It  is  very  clear  that  §  23}  was  intended  to 
prescribe  regulations  for,  and  permit  to  be 
manufactured  and  sold  subject  to  said  regu- 
lations, all  of  that  class  of  malt  liquors  not 
included  in  the  words  "malt  liquors"  con- 
taining 2i  per  cent  of  alcohol,  and  which 
produce  intoxication,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
prescribe  a  specific  and  separate  penalty  for 
the  manufacture  of  a  malt  beverage  that 
would  intoxicate,  to  remove  this  class  of 
malt  liquors  from  the  operation  of  the 
words,  "and  all  other  intoxicating  liquors," 
in  §  1.  There  is  nothing  "unintelligible" 
in  §  23).  Its  scope  and  meaning  are  clear 
and  obvious,  and  its  provisions  are  well 
adapted  to  accomplish  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  incorporated  into  the  Byrd  liquor 
law. 

The  simple  question  for  our  determina- 
tion is  whether  or  not  tlie  legislature  in  en- 
acting §  23)  exceeded  the  police  power  of 
the  state. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  among  the 
police  powers  of  the  state,  and  especially 
under  the  provisions  of  §  62  of  the  Consti- 
tution (Code  1904,  p.  ccxxiii),  the  l^isla- 
ture  has  the  power  to  regulate  the  traffic 
in  intoxicating  liquors,  not  only  because  it 
is  inherently  harmful,  but  by  way  of  pre- 
venting an  abuse  if  the  privilege  is  granted. 

The  learned  judge  below  seems  to  have 
based,  in  a  large  degree  at  least,  his  conclu- 
sion that  §  23)  of  the  act  is  unconstitution- 
al, upon  the  asstuned  harmlessness  of  the 
traffic  in  "malt  beverages;"  but  this  assump- 
tion ignores  the  obvious  fact  that  malt  bev- 
erage is  not  the  name  of  a  particular  brand 
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of  nonintoxicating  and  onadnlterated  malt 
liquor,  but  the  generic  name  of  a  large  va- 
riety of  malt  liquors,  all  of  which  are  per- 
mitted to  contain  a  percentage  of  alcohol, 
and  some  of  which  may  be  intoxicating 
and  unwholesome,  and  that  the  object  of  the 
section  is  to  allow  the  manufacture  of  the 
pure  and  nonintoxicating  malt  beverages, 
and  to  punish  the  sale  of  the  unwholesome 
and  intoxicating  kinds  of  malt  beverages, 
and  further  ignores  the  well-settled  doctrine 
that  the  traffic  in  alcoholic  drinks,  being 
peculiarly  liable  to  abuse,  is  peculiarly  a 
subject  for  the  exercise  of  the  general  police 
powers  of  the  state. 

Section  62  of  the  Constitution  ia:  "The 
general  assembly  shall  have  full  power  to 
enact  local  option  or  dispensary  laws,  or 
any  other  laws  controlling,  regulating,  or 
prohibiting  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors." 

Section  23)  of  the  Byrd  liquor  law  seems 
to  us  to  be  clearly  within  the  comprehensive 
provisions  of  this  section  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, as  well  as  within  the  general  police 
powers  of  the  state.  With  whether  the  pro- 
visions of  that  section  are  wise  and  proper 
or  not,  the  courts  have  nothing  to  do  as  it 
is  a  question  for  the  legislature.  Prison 
Asso.  v.  Ashby,  03  Va.  670,  23  S.  E.  803; 
Uucless  V.  Childrey,  136  U.  S.  662,  34  L.  ed. 
304,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  972. 

When  we  read  §  23)  together  with  every 
section  of  the  Byrd  liquor  law,  it  cannot 
be  questioned  that  it  was  the  object  of  the 
legislature  to  restrict  the  use  of  intoxicants 
as  a  beverage.  In  no  section  of  the  act  is 
it  sought  to  prohibit  or  r^^Iate  the  manu- 
facture or  sale  of  any  article  of  food  or 
commerce  which  is  not  commonly  used  as  a 
beverage,  and  which  does  not  contain  alco- 
hol as  a  distinguishing  feature. 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  gp  into  any  re- 
finement of  distinction  between  malt  bev- 
erages which  will  produce  intoxication  and 
malt  beverages  which  will  not  produce  that 
result.  Suffice  it  to  say  that,  if  the  legisla- 
ture saw  fit  to  regulate  and  control  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  malt  beverages  con- 
taining alcohol,  but  less  than  2i  per  cent, 
so  long  as  the  right  to  so  do  remains  with- 
in the  police  powers  of  the  state,  whether 
the  regulation  is  satisfactory  or  not,  the 
reasons  therefor  address  themselves  exclu- 
sively to  the  legislative  wisdom. 

It  can  be  readily  seen  that,  unless  some 
provision  was  made  in  the  Byrd  liquor  law 
regulating  and  controlling  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  malt  beverages,  at  least  some  of 
those  engaged  in  the  saloon  business  would 
close  their  doors  as  a  saloon,  and  open  them 
as  malt  liquor  places,  and,  under  the  guise 
of  doing  a  lawful  business,  would  engage  in 
the  illicit  sale  of  ardent  spirits.    This  has 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1809. 


COMMONWEALTH  t.  HENRY. 


887 


been  tlie  experience  elsewhere,  as  clearly 
•ppears  from  the  reported  decisions  of  th« 
courts  of  other  states,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
common  knowledge  that  it  has  recently  been 
the  experience  in  Virginia. 

To  place  the  traffic  in  malt  beverages 
within  the  police  power  of  the  state,  it  is 
not  essential,  we  think,  that  its  harmfulness 
should  be  inherent  in  the  article  dealt  in, 
as  traffic  in  a  harmless  article  may  be  regu- 
lated, if  regulation  be  expedient,  so  as  to 
prevent  it  from  becoming  harmful  to  the 
public  health  and  morals.  The  object  of  this 
legislation  (§  23}), as  already  remarked,  is  to 
limit  the  use  of  intoxicants,  and  there  is  no 
indication  anywhere  in  the  "Byrd  liquor 
law,"  from  its  title  to  its  conclusion,  that 
the  legislature  deemed  harmless  the  traffic 
in  any  kind  of  alcoholic  beverages;  on  the 
contrary,  there  are  the  strongest  indications 
that  the  legislature  deemed  the  traiBc  in 
beer,  by  whatever  name  called,  as  especial- 
ly likely  to  be  harmful  to  the  public,  if 
not  regulated,  and  the  whole  range  of  al- 
coholic drinks  has  been  by  the  act  regulated 
under  one  provision  or  another. 

In  Farmville  v.  Walker,  101  Va.  323, 
61  L.R.A.  126,  00  Am.  St  Rep.  870,  43  S.  E. 
558,  and  in  Danville  v.  Hatcher,  101  Va. 
523,  44  S.  E.  723,  the  police  powers  of  the 
legislature,  independent  of  the  constitutional 
provisions,  are  defined;  and  in  the  last- 
named  case  the  court  held  as  follows :  "The 
regulation  of  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
is  completely  within  the  police  power  of  the 
state,  and  may  be  exercised  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  legislature  deems  proper.  It  may 
be  entirely  prohibited,  or  such  restraints 
may  be  placed  upon  it  as  the  legislature 
thinks  wise,  without  supervision  or  control 
by  the  courts.  The  traffic  is  not  one  of  the 
privileges  or  immunities  of  citizenship  guar- 
anteed by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  14th  Amendment  thereof." 
"It  may  be  entirely  prohibited;  and  its  reg- 
ulation, when  permitted,  is  absolutely  with- 
in the  discretion  of  the  several  states.  These 
principles  are  sustained  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  a  long  line  of 
decisions  rendered  both  before  and  after  the 
adoption  of  the   14th  Amendment." 

The  police  power  of  the  state  with  refer- 
ence to  the  control  of  intoxicating  liquors 
is  to  be  distinguished  from  its  powers  to 
regulate  traffic  in  other  things.  "  'It  would 
be  different  if  the  business  sought  to  be  fol- 
lowed was  one  of  the  ordinary  pursuits  of 
life  in  which  all  persons  are  entitled  to  en- 
gage.' .  .  .  There  are  also  numerous  de- 
cisions of  courts  ot  last  resort  of  the  states, 
which  uphold  the  authority  of  the  several 
states,  in  the  exercise  of  their  police  power, 
to  absolutely  control  the  liquor  traffic."  See 
also  Cooley,  Const  Lim.  120. 
26  LJt.A.(N.8.) 


As  remarked,  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
§  23}  of  the  Byrd  liquor  law  were  to  pre- 
vent the  abuse  which  the  legislature  felt 
would  almost  certainly  follow  if  the  sale  of 
malt  beverages  was  allowed  without  impos- 
ing  restrictions  of  a  stringent  character; 
and  this  particular  form  of  police  regula- 
tion has  been  the  subject  of  numerous  de- 
cisions in  the  several  states,  and  the  right 
to  impose  such  restrictions  seems  not  to 
have  been  seriously  questioned. 

Any  such  legislation  by  the  state  is  en- 
acted under  the  police  power,  the  limits  of 
which  embrace  a  very  broad  field  in  which 
the  lawmaking  power  is  clothed  with  a  very 
broad  discretion,  the  exercise  of  which  the 
courts,  will  not  undertake  to  control,  except 
in  cases  where  the  l^islature  has  plainly 
transcended  its  power.  Particularly  is  the 
police  power  of  the  state  government  far 
reaching  when  it  comes  to  deal  with  the  sub- 
ject of  the  regulation  and  control  of  the 
liquor  traffic. 

A  strong  illustration  of  this  power  is 
found  in  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  in  Mugler  v.  Kansas, 
123  U.  S.  023,  31  li.  ed.  205,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
273. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  it  would  be  com- 
petent for  the  state  government  to  prohibit 
the  sale  of  an  absolutely  harmless  and  nu- 
tritious article  of  food  which  contains  no 
alcohol  or  other  dangerous  property;  but 
the  courts  have  gone  very  far  in  sustaining 
restrictive  legislation  in  reference  to  cider, 
wines,  malt  liquors,  and '  other  beverages 
which  usually  contain  considerable  quanti- 
ties of  alcohol,  but  which  may,  and  often 
do,  contain  such  a  small  percentage  of 
alcohol  as  to  be  absolutely  nonintoxicating. 
.  The  supreme  court  of  Massachusetts  in 
Com.  v.  Dean,  14  Gray,  99,  held  that,  under 
a  statute  which  made  no  distinction  between 
fermented  and  unfermented  cider,  but  pro- 
vided that  "cider  and  all  wines  shall  be  con- 
sidered intoxicating  liquors  within  the 
meaning  of  this  act,"  an  averment  "of  the 
sale  >  of  intoxicating  liquor"  was  sustained 
by  proof  of  the  sale  of  unfermented  cider. 

The  supreme  court  of  Rhode  Island  in 
State  ▼.  Guinness,  16  R.  I.  401,  16  Atl.  010, 
sustained  a  prosecution  under  a  statute  of 
that  state  which  prescribed  an  artificial 
definition,  and  provided  that  any  liquor 
which  contained  more  than  2  per  cent  by 
weight  of  alcohol  should  be  included  in  the 
term  "intoxicating  liquors,"  without  proof 
that  the  liquors  sold  were  actually  intoxi- 
cating. The  opinion  says :  "These  words  do 
not  purport  to  change  the  nature  of  things, 
and  make  liquors  intoxicating  which  are 
not  intoxicating,  but  simply  enact  that  the 
words  'intoxicating  liquors  where  used  in 
the  act  shall  be  deemed  to  include  any  li- 
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quor  or  mixture  of  liquors  which  shall  con- 
tain more  than  2  per  cent  by  weight  of  al- 
cohol,' whether  intoxicating  or  not.  It 
may  be  that  the  legislature  thought  that 
the  sale  of  such  liquors  would  foster  an  ap- 
petite for  stronger  liquors,  and  should  be 
stopped  for  that  reason;  or  it  may  be  that 
they  thought  that  the  establishment  of  such 
a  percentage  would  make  it  easier  to  en- 
force the  law,  as  a  law  to  suppress  the  traf- 
fic in  intoxicants,  by  making  evasion  more 
difQcult.  We  think  that  in  either  view  the 
enactment  is  constitutional  as  an  exercise  of 
police  power."  See  also  Com.  v.  Goodwin, 
109  Va.  828,  04  S.  E.  64,  and  cases  there 
cited. 

The  law  on  the  subject  is  strongly  and 
fairly  stated  in  Freund  on  Police  Power, 
§  32,  as  follows:  "Some  courts  have  said  that 
the  legislative  determination  that  some  sub- 
stance or  mixture  is  intoxicating  or  un- 
wholesome is  conclusive.  But  such  a  state- 
ment cannot  be  accepteed  without  qualifica- 
tion. Alcohol  is,  OS  a  matter  of  fact,  in- 
toxicating if  taken  in  sufficient  quantity..  To 
cut  off  controversies  as  to  the  intoxicating 
quality  of  different  kinds  of  drinks,  the 
legislature  may  define  as  intoxicating  all 
liquors  containing  a  certain  percentage  of 
alcohol.  If  such  liquors  when  consumed  to 
excess  produce  in  normal  cases  intoxication, 
they  are  very  properly  described  as  intoxi- 
cating, although  they  may  not  have  that  ef- 
fect in  each  particular  case.  Where  the  al- 
cohol is  so  much  diluted  as  to  be  harmless, 
a  legislative  flat  will  not  make  it  intoxicat- 
ing. -But  if  the  legislature,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  evasion  or  in  order  that  an 
appetite  for  stronger  liquors  may  not .  be 
fostered,  deems  it  wise  or  necessary  to  for- 
bid any  alcoholic  admixture,  it  may  do  so, 
since  it  thereby  interferes  at  most  with  the 
gratification  of  a  pleasure.'' 

In  the  recent  case  of  Campbell  t.  Thomas- 
ville,  6  Ga.  App.  212,  64  S.  E.  81S,  there  was 
under  review  an  ordinance  adopted  by  the 
city  of  Thomasville  under  the  general  wel- 
fare clause  of  its  charter,  designed  to  reg- 
ulate the  sale  of  "Near  Beer,"  and  it  was 
held  that  "the  selling  of  'Near  Beer'  is  a 
business  which,  from  its  very  nature,  admits 
of  strict  regulation  under  the~  police  power. 
It  stands  legitimately  in  a  different  class 
from  the  business  of  selling  drugs,  soda 
water,  and  similar  liquids.  Regulations  may 
be  upheld  as  applied  to  this  occupation 
which  would  be  arbitrary  and  unreasonable 
if  there  were  an  attempt  to  apply  them  to 
other  businesses."  In  the  course  of  the  opin- 
ion it  is  said:  "The  very  possibility  which 
'Near  Beer'  and  imitations  and  substitutes 
for  beer  and  other  intoxicating  liquors  af- 
ford, toward  the  palming  off  of  real  beer 
and  actual  intoxicating  liquors  under  that 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


guise,  as  well  as  of  selling  beverages  danger- 
ous to  the  public  health,  places  the  buai> 
ness  of  dealing  in  them  under  the  guard- 
ianship and  control  of  the  police  power. 
Therefore,  while  the  municipalities  in  this 
state,  under  their  general  welfare  clauses, 
and  in  the  absence  of  broader  and  express 
delegation  of  authority,  may,  as  to  the  busi- 
ness of  dealing  in  the  class  of  beverages  here 
under  discussion,  regulate  only,  and  not  pro- 
hibit, and  while  the  regulation  must  be  rea- 
sonable, and  not  arbitrary,  yet  regulations 
may  be  sustained  as  being  reasonable  as  ap- 
plied to  such  occupations,  which  would  be 
void  for  unreasonableness  if  they  were  made 
to  relate  to  callings  of  a  different  nature," 
—citing  a  long  list  of  decided  cases  as  be- 
ing in  point. 

Further  on  it  is  said:  "Fundamentally, 
however,  the  right  to  regulate  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  differs  only  in  de- 
gree  from  the  right  to  regulate  imitations 
and  substitutes  for  such  beverages,  and  es- 
pecially those  which  approach  closely  to  the 
border  line  of  being  intoxicating.  In  gener- 
al terms  it  may  be  said  that  municipal  cor- 
porations, in  dealing  with  the  sale  of  'Near 
Beer'  and  like  beverages,  may,  under  the 
general  welfare  clause,  adopt  all  fair  and 
appropriate  regulations  which  would  tend 
to  prevent  the  business  from  becoming  a  nui- 
sance by  attracting  together  idle  or  disor- 
derly persons,  or  by  otherwise  tending  to 
disturb  the  public  peace  and  tranquility, 
or  from  becoming  a  menace  to  health -by 
reason  of  the  sale  of  impure  or  unwhole- 
some liquors,  or  from  becoming  a  means  of 
violating  the  law  as  to  the  sale  or  keeping 
of  intoxicating  liquors." 

Again,  it  is  said  in  the  opinion :  "The  ar- 
gument that,  since  'Near  Beer'  is  not  an  in- 
toxicating liquor,  dealers  in  it  should  stand 
on  the  same  footing  as  dealers  in  soda  wa- 
ter and  other  similar  beverages,  well  com- 
ports with  the  zeal  and  partisanship  which 
is  to  be  expected  of  counsel  in  the  case;  but 
w«  would  stultify  ourselves,  if  we  did  not 
recognize  an  essential  distinction  and  a  well- 
marked  difference  between  the  two  classes. 
Both  businesses  are  in  a  certain  sense  alike 
legitimate  but  there  are  many  varieties  of 
legitimate  businesses.  An  occupation  may 
be  lawful,  and  yet  may  be  neither  useful  nor 
necessary, — in  fact,  may  have  a  harmful 
tendency." 

In  the  light  of  the  authorities  cited,  it 
seems  clear  to  us  that  the  legislation  here 
in  question  comes  within  the  legitimate  do- 
main of  the  police  power  of  the  state,  and 
therefore  there  is  nothing  in  the  contention 
of  defendant  in  error  that  said  §  23i  is  in 
conflict  with  §  8  of  the  Constitution  of  Vir- 
ginia, which  provides  that  "no  man  shall 
be  deprived  of  his  life  or  liberty  except  by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1009. 


COMMONWEALTH  t.  HENRY. 


889 


the  law  «f  the  land  or  the  judgment  of  his 
peers." 

We  are  further  of  opinion  that  there  is 
still  less  force  in  the  contention  that  the 
legislation  in  question  is  in  conflict  with  the 
14th  Amendment  to  the  Conslitution  of 
the  United  States,  since  §  23i  of  the  Byrd 
liquor  law  was  passed  in  the  legitimate  ex- 
ercise of  the  police  power  of  the  state,  and, 
therefore,  the  14th  Amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  has  no  appli- 
cation whatever. 

A  great  number  of  cases  might  be  cited 
in  support  of  this  yiew,  but  we  shall  be  con- 
tent with  the  citation  of  the  following, 
which  are  to  the  effect  that  "the  power  of  the 
state  over  police  regulations  is  supreme.  The 
legislature  determines  the  necessity  for,  and 
the  courts  the  proper  subjects  of,  its  exer- 
cise." Slaughter  House  Cases,  16  Wall.  36, 
21  L.  ed.  394;  Com.  v.  Alger,  7  Cush.  84; 
Taunton  v.  Taylor,  116  Mass.  2S4;  Boston 
Feer  Co.  y.  Massachusetts,  97  U.  S.  25,  24 
L.  ed.  989;  Barbier  v.  Connolly,  113  U.  S. 
27>  28  L.  ed.  923,  5  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  3S7. 

In  the  last-named  case  the  opinion  says: 
"But  neither  the  Amendment  [l^thj,  broad 
and  comprehensive  as  it  is,  nor  any  other 
Amendment,  was  designed  to  interfere  with 
the  power  of  the  state,  sometimes  termed  its 
'police  power,'  to  prescribe  regulations  to 
pr<anote  the  health,  peace,  morals,  educa- 
tion, and  good  order  of  the  people,  and  to 
legislate  so  as  to  increase  the  industries 
of  the  state,  develop  its  resources,  and  add 
to  its  wealth  and  prosperity." 

In  Re  Rahrer  (Wilkerson  v.  Rahrer)  140 
U.  S.  654,  35  L.  ed.  572,  11  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  866,  the  opinion  by  -  Chief  Justice 
Fuller  says:  "The  power  of  the  state 
to  impose  restraints  and  burdens  upon 
persons  and  property,  in  conservation 
and  promotion  of  the  public  healtli, 
good  order,  and  prosperity,  is  a  power  orig- 
inally and  always  belonging  to  the  states, 
not  surrendered  by  them  to  the  general  gov- 
ernment, nor  directly  restrained  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  essential- 
ly exclusive.  And  this  court  has  uniformly 
recognized  state  legislation,  legitimately  for 
police  purposes,  as  not,  in  the  sense  of  the 
Constitution,  necessarily  infringing  upon 
any  right  which  has  been  confided  expressly 
or  by  implication  to  the  national  govern- 
ment. The  14th  Amendment,  in  forbidding 
a  state  to  make  or  enforce  any  law  abridg- 
ing the  privileges  or  immunities  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  or  to  deprive  any  per- 
son of  ]fte,  liberty,  or  property  without  due 
process  of  law,  or  to  deny  to  any  person 
within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal  protection 
of  the  laws,  did  not  invest,  and  did  not  at- 
tempt to  invest.  Congress  with  power  to 
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legislate  upon  subjects  which  are  within  the 
domain  of  state  legislation." 

Nor  is  there  anything  in  the  contention 
that  §  23}  of  the  Byrd  liquor  law  should 
be  held  to  be  in  excess  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred by  §  62  of  the  Constitution  of  Vir- 
ginia. That  section  of  the  Constitution  was 
not  designed  to  limit  the  police  power  of  the 
state,  but  to  enlarge  it,  so  as  to  give  to 
the  legislature  the  widest  discretion  in  the 
selection  of  the  means,  mod^  and  method  of 
controlling,  regulating,  or  prohibiting  the 
manufacture  or  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

There  are,  perhaps,  seeming  inconsisten- 
cies in  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  statute 
under  consideration,  but  such  inconsisten- 
cies, if  such  there  be,  are  more  properly  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  legislature  than  by  the 
courts.  The  power  of  the  general  assembly 
is  supreme,  unless  restricted  by  the  state  or 
Federal  Constitution,  and,  even  if  there  be 
doubt  as  to  the  power,  that  doubt  is  to  be 
solved  in  favor  of  the  right  to  the  exercise 
of  the  power;  in  other  words:  "We  can  de- 
clare an  act  of  the  general  assembly  void 
only  when  such  act  clearly  and  plainly  vio- 
lates the  Constitution,  and  in  such  manner 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  or  hesitation  on  our 
minds."  Com.  v.  Moore,  25  Gratt.  951 ;  But- 
ton y.  State  Corp.  Commission,  105  Va.  634, 
54  S.  £.  769,  and  the  authorities  there  cited. 

The  argument  of  counsel  that  the  legis* 
lature,  in  enacting  §  2^)  of  the  statute  un- 
der the  guise  of  regulating  the  liquor  traf- 
fic in  this  state,  sought  to  do  by  indirection 
that  which  it  could  not  do  directly,  namely, 
discriminate  in  favor  of  a  few  persons  as 
against  the  other  members  of  the  communi- 
ty, has  nothing  in  the  record  upon  which  to 
rest.  That  section  of  the  statute  is  entire- 
ly consonant  with  the  manifest  intention  of 
the  entire  enactment,  and  aimed  at  the  regu- 
lation and  control  of  the  sale  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  in  this  state,  and  the  purpose 
to  discriminate  in  favor  of  a  few  persons  . 
as  against  other  members  of  the  community 
is  nowhere  apparent. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons,  and  in  view  of 
the  authorities  cited,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
the  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Fred- 
erick county  holding  §  23}  of  the  act  of  the 
general  assembly  above  mentioned  to  be  un- 
constitutional and  void  is  erroneous;  and 
the  said  judgment  will  be  reversed  and  an- 
nulled, and  this  court  will  proceed  to  enter 
such  judgment  as  the  Circuit  Court  should 
have  entered. 

In  the  second  of  the  above-named  cases, 
the  defendant  in  error,  Charlie  Shannon,  was 
arrested,  tried,  convicted,  and  fined  $500  by 
a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  Giles, 
upon  a  warrant  charging  him  with  unlaw- 
fully selling  and  delivering  to  one  Joe  Hijrht 
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*  certain  mixture  preparation,  and  liquid 
called  "Pocahontaa  Malt,"  which  was  the 
product  of  a  brewing  plant  or  brewery,  and 
which,  in  fact,  was  malt  beverage  as  de- 
fined by  the  law  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  the 
said  Shannon  not  being  the  manufacturer  of 
said  malt  beverage;  in  other  words,  that  the 
said  Shannon  had  been  guilty  of  the  viola- 
tion of  §  23i  of  the  Byrd  liquor  law. 

From  the  judgment  of  the  justice  Shan- 
non took  an  appeal  to  the  circuit  court  of 
Giles  county,  which  court,  a  jury  being 
waived,  heard  and  tried  the  case  on  May 
10,  1909,  and  thereupon  found  the  defendant 
not  guilty,  upon  the  ground  "that  §  23i  of 
the  Byrd  law,  which  prohibits  the  sale  of 
such  a  beverage  as  the  beverage  in  this 
case  has  proven  to  be,  violates  both  the  state 
and  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  contended 
for  by  the  defendant." 

It  appears  from  the  transcript  of  the  rec- 
ord before  us  that  every  fact  necessary  to 
a  conviction  of  Shannon  of  the  violation  of 
the  provisions  of  §  23}  of  the  Byrd  liquor 
law  was  proven;  in  fact,  Shannon  admitted 
the  violation  of  the  statute,  and  relied  upon 
the  defense  that  the  said  statute  was  uncon- 
stitutional and  void,  as  was  held  by  the 
learned  judge  of  the  circuit  court. 

For  the  reasons  stated,  and  in  view  of  the 
authorities  cited  in  the  above  discussion  of 
the  case  of  Com.  v.  Henry,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  Circuit  Cour^t  of  Giles  County  erred 
in  its  judgment  that  §  23)  of  the  act  of  the 
general  assembly  above  mentioned  is  uncon- 
stitutional and  void,  and  the  said  judgment 
will  be  reversed  and  annulled,  and  this  court 
will  proceed  to  enter  such  judgment  as  the 
Circuit  Court  should  have  entered. 


NORTH  CAROIilXA  SUPKE&IX: 
COCRT. 

STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

V. 

J.  DANNENBURG,  Appt. 

(151  N.  C.  718,  66  8.  E.  301.) 

Intozlcatlns  liquor  —  license  —  near 
beer. 

1.  Charter  authority  to  levy  license  taxes 
empowers  a  municipality  to  levy  such  tax 
on  the  business  of  selling  near  beer. 
Same  —  classtflcation  —  nonlntozicat- 

Ing  beverages. 

2.  A  tax  upon  all  engaged  in  the  business 
of  gelling  nonintoxicating  malt  beverages 
containing  as  much  as  i  of  1  per  cent  of 
alcohol  is  not  invalid  as  forming  an  arbi- 
trary classification. 

Same  —  prohibitive  tax. 

3.  A  license  tax  of  $1,000  per  year  im- 
posed by  a  municipal  corporation  on  the 
26  L.RJl.(N.S.) 


business  of  selline  near  beer,  wbieh  is  a 
business  recognixed  by  the  state,  so  that  the 
municipality  has  no  power  to  destroy  it, 
will  not  be  declared  to  be  prohibitive  and 
unreasonable,  where  business  is  being  con- 
ducted under  it,  and  such  business  requires 
extensive  police  surveillance. 
Property  rights  —  constitntionjil  pro- 
tection —  excessive  license  tax. 
4.  The  provision  of  the  Constitution  pro- 
tecting property  rights  is  not  violated  by 
a  municipal  ordinance  imposing  a  license 
tax  of  $1,000  per  year  upon  the  business 
of  selling  near  beer. 

(December  1,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgmat 
of  the  Superior  Court  f<H'  Mecklenburg 

Note.  ^  Power  of  tnunlcipaUty  to  regu- 
late the  aole  of  nonintoxicating  alco- 
holUs  heveragee. 

Upon  the  general  question  of  the  consti- 
tutional power  to  prohibit  or  regulate  the 
sale  of  nonintoxicating  alcoholic  liquors, 
see  note  to  State  v.  Fargo  Bottling  Works 
Co.  ante,  872;  and  also  see  that  note 
for  the  general  scope  and  limitations  of  the 
present  note  and  for  cross  references  to 
other  notes  upon  allied  subjects. 

The  cases  generally  hold  that  a  munic- 
ipality with  power  to  levy  license  taxes  has 
the  power  to  impose  a  license  tax  upon  the 
business  of  selling  nonintoxicating  alcoholic 
liquors. 

Thus,  in  Monroe  v.  Lawrence,  44  Kan. 
607, 10  L.R.A.  520,  24  Pac.  1113,  it  was  held 
that  a  city  ordinance  regulating  the  sale  of 
cider  which  is  not  intoxicating,  by  prohibit- 
ing its  sale  in  less  quantities  than  a  gallon, 
and  prohibiting  the  drinking  of  the  same  at 
the  place  of  sale,  violates  no  private  right, 
and  does  not  unreasonably  restrain  trade: 
and  the  legislative  power  given  to  city 
councils  "to  enact  and  make  all  such  ordi- 
nances, by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations,  not 
inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  state  as 
may  be  expedient  for  maintaining  the  peace, 
gooid  government,  and  welfare  of  the  city 
and  its  trade  and  commerce,"  is  sulEcient 
authority  for  the  enactment  of  such  an  ordi- 
nance. 

And  the  Monroe  Case  was  cited  as  au- 
thority in  Re  Jalin,  55  Kan.  694,  41  Pac 
956,  for  the  ruling  that  a  city  ordinance 
regulating  the  sale  of  "malt,  hop-tea  tonic, 
ginger  ale,  eider,  or  other  drink  of  light 
nature,"  was  valid.  The  validity  of  similar 
ordinances  was  sustained  upon  the  author- 
ity of  the  Jahn  and  Monroe  Cases  in  Lin- 
coln Center  v.  Linker,  6  Kan.  App.  242,  47 
Pac.  174;  Lincoln  Center  v.  Linker,  6  Kan. 
App.  360,  61  Pac.  807;  Lincoln  Center  v. 
Linker,  7  Kan.  App.  282,  63  Pac.  7S7. 

So,  in  Eureka  v.  Jackson,  8  Kan.  App. 
49,  64  Pac.  6,  it  was  held  on  the  authority 
of  the  M<mroe  Case,  that  a  municipal  cor- 
poration had  the  power  to  regulate  by  ordi- 
nance the  sale  of  all  liquids  sold  or  drunit 
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County  convicting  him  of  wUing  nAr  beer 
without  a  license.    Affirmed. 

Tlie  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  John  J.  Parker  and  Stem  ft 
Stern,  for  appellant: 

The  ordinance  is  ultra  vtroc 

Laramie  County  v.  Albany  County,  92  U. 
8.  307,  23  L.  ed.  652;  Whiting  t.  West 
Point,  88  Va.  905,  16  L.R.A.  860,  29  Am. 
8t.  Rep.  750,  14  S.  £.  608. 

The  ordinance  is  unreasonable. 

1  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  329;  Paul  r.  Wash- 
ington, 134  N.  C  363,  65  L.R.A.  902,  47  S. 
E.  793;  Wright  v.  Macon,  6  Ga.  App.  750, 
64  S.  E.  807;  Kenaston  t.  Riker,  146  Mich. 
1C3,  109  N.  W.  278;  Morton  v.  Macon,  111 
Ga.  162,  50  L.R.A.  485,  36  S.  E.  627;  Ex 
parte  Burnett,  30  Ala.  461;  Craig  t.  Bur- 
nett, 32  Ala.  728;  13  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
pp.  532-534;  Fretwell  t.  Troy,  18  Kan.  271; 
Lyons  v.  Cooper,  39  Kan.  324,  18  Pac.  296; 
Cooley,  Taxn.  2d  ed.  697,  598. 

The  ordinance  is  discriminative. 

Connolly  t.  Union  Sewer  Pipe  Co.  184  U. 
a  540,  46  L.  ed.  679,  22  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  431; 
21  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  784; 
Standard  Oil  Co.  v.  Fredericksburg,  105  Va. 
82,  52  S.  E.  817;  SUndard  Oil  Co.  v. 
Spartanburg,  66  S.  C.  37,  44  8.  ^.  377; 
Beckett  t.  Savannah,  118  Ga.  68,  44  S.  £. 
819;  AtlanU  v.  Jacobs,  125  Oa.  623,  64  S. 
E.  534;  Voese  t.  Memphis,  9  Lea,  294;  2 
Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  4th  ed.  971;  Mutual  Re- 
serve Fund  Life  Asso.  v.  Augusta,  109  Ga. 
73,  35  S.  E.  71 ;  Read  v.  Graham,  31  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  660,  102  S.  W.  800;  State  v.  Endom;23 
La.  Ann.  603;  Com.  use  of  Titusville  v. 
Clark,  195  Pa.  634,  67  L.R.A.  348,  86  Am. 
St.  Rep.  694,  46  Atl.  286;  Luman  v.  Hitch- 
ens  Bros.  Co.  90  Md.  14,  46  L.R.A.  393,^44 
Atl.  1051 ;  Eden  v.  People,  161  111.  296,  32 
L.R.A.  650,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  366,  43  N.  E. 
1108;  State  v.  Mitchell,  97  Me.  66,  94  Am. 
St  Rep.  481,  63  Atl.  887;  State  v.  Loomis, 
116  Mo.  307,  21  L.R.A.  789,  22  8.  W.  350; 
Stratton  Claimants  v.  Morris  Claimants 
(Dibrell  v.  Lamier),  89  Tenn.  497,  12  L.R.A. 


70,  16  S.  W.  87;  Bell's  Gap  R.  Co.  v. 
Pennsylvania,  134  U.  S.  232,  33  L.  ed.  892, 
10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  633;  Gulf,  C.  &  S.  F.  R. 
Co.  V.  Ellis,  105  U.  S.  160,  41  L.  ed.  666,  17 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  265;  Billings  v.  Illinois,  188 
U.  8.  97,  47  L.  ed.  400,  23  Bup.  Ct.  Rep. 
272,  8  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc  p.  1069;  Com.  v. 
Snyder,  182  Pa.  630,  38  Atl.  356;  State  v. 
Hoyt,  71  Vt.  59,  42  Atl.  973;  Yick  Wo  v. 
Hopkins,  118  U.  8.  356,  30  L.  ed.  220,  6 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1064;  Ho  Ah  Kow  v.  Nunan,  5 
Sawy.  652,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  6,546;  State  v. 
Haun,  61  Kan.  146,  47  L.R.A.  369,  59  Pac. 
340;  Wright  v.  Southern  Bell  Teleph.  & 
Teleg.  Co.  127  Oa.  227,  56  S.  E.  116. 

The  ordinance  is  prohibitive  of  a  legiti- 
mate business. 

Dobbins  v.  Los  Angeles,  196  U.  8.  223,  49 
L.  ed.  169,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  18;  Cooley, 
Taxn.  698;  Eaaton  v.  Covey,  74  Md.  262,  22 
Atl.  266;  Asheville  Street  R.  Co.  ▼.  Ashe- 
ville,  109  X.  C.  689,  14  S.  E.  316;  Considine 
v.  Metropolitan  L.  Ins.  Co.  166  Mass.  463,  43 
N.  E.  201;  Morton  t.  Macon,  supra;  Ex 
parte  Burnett,  30  Ala.  462;  Craig  v.  Bur- 
nett, supra;  Burlington  v.  Putnam  Ins.  Co. 
31  Iowa,  102;  Kitson  v.  Ann  Arbor,  26  Mich. 
326;  People  v.  Beattie,  96  App.  Div.  383, 
89  N.  Y.  Supp.  193;  Allgeyer  v.  Louisiana, 
166  U.  8.  678,  41  L.  ed.  832,  17  Sup.  Ct  Rep. 
427;  Butchers'  Union  8.  H.  &  L.  8.  L.  Co. 
v.  Crescent  City  L.  8.  L.  4  S.  H.  Co.  Ill  U. 
S.  746,  28  L.  ed.  586,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  662; 
Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  7th  ed.  678,  695;  State 
v.  Cederaski,  80  Conn.  478,  69  Atl.  19;  1 
Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  4th  ed.  §  89 ;  State  v.  Ray, 
131  a.  C.  816,  60  L.R.A.  634,  92  Am.  St. 
Rep.  795,  42  8.  E.  960. 

A  municipal  ordinance  which  is  arbitrary, 
unreasonable,  or  in  derogation  of  common 
right,  will  not  be  upheld  under  a  general 
grant  of  police  power. 

1  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  4th  ed.  §§  319-321, 
and  notes;  State  v.  Webber,  107  N.  C.  962, 
22  Am.  St.  Rep.  920,  12  8.  E.  598;  State  v. 
Tenant,  110  N.  C.  609,  15  L.R.A.  423,  28 
Am.  St.  Rep.  716,  14  S.  E.  387;  State  v. 


as  a  beverage  which  contain  alcohol  in 
quantities  not  sufficient  to  intoxicate. 

But,  in  Fontana  v.  Grant,  R  Kan.  App. 
462,  50  Pac.  104,  it  was  held  that  an  ordi- 
nance which  absolutely  prohibited  the  sale 
of  liquors  of  the  character  named,  which 
contain  alcohol  in  "insufficient  quantitie.s 
to  intoxicate,"  was  invalid  as  being  an  un- 
reasonable restraint  on  trade.  The  Jahn 
and  Monroe  Cases  were  distinguished  upon 
the  ground  that  the  ordinances  passed  upon 
in  those  cases  merely  regulated  the  sale  of 
such  liquors,  and  were  consequently  valid 
expressions  of  the  police  power. 

The  courts  will  not  declare  void  an  ordi- 
nance of  a  municipality  empowered  to  de- 
clare what  shall  be  nuisances,  which  de- 
clares places  to  be  such  where  hop  ale,  hop 
26  LJRA.(N.S.) 


and  malt  mead,  and  cider  are  sold.  Laurel 
T.  Bnshnell,  197  111.  20,  58  L.R.A.  266,  63 
N.  E.  1086. 

A  municipality  has  power  to  enact  an 
ordinance  prohibiting  the  sale  of  "malt  li- 
quor," under  a  charter  giving  in  one  eub- 
division  the  power  to  license  and  regulate 
the  sale  of  "spirituous,  vinous,  fermented, 
or  malt  liquors,"  and  in  another  subdivision 
the  power  to  restrain  persons  from  vending 
or  dealing  in  "spirituous,  fermented,  or 
vinous  liquors,"  unless  duly  licensed.  State 
V.  Gill,  89  Minn.  502,  95  N.  W.  449. 

See  also  Campbell  v.  Thomasville,  6  Ga. 
App.  212,  64  8.  E.  815,  which  is  sufficiently 
set  out  in  State  t.  Daxkbnbubo,  and  is  also 
quoted  at  length  in  Com.  v,  Henry,  ante, 
883. 
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Horne,  135  N.  C.  739,  20  S.  E.  443;  State  v. 
Taft,  118  N.  C.  1190,  32  L.R.A.  122,  54  Am. 
St.  Rep.  7C8,  23  S.  £.  970;  Rosenbaum  v. 
Newbern,  118  N.  C.  84,  32  L.R.A.  123,  24 
S.  E.  1;  SUte  t.  Clay,  118  N,  C.  1234,  24 
S.  E.  492;  StAte  t.  Thomas,  118  N.  C.  1221, 
24  S.  E.  535;  State  t.  Hill,  126  N.  C.  1130, 
50  L.R.A.  473,  36  S.  E.  326;  Plymouth  v. 
Cooper,  135  N.  C.  1,  47  S.  E.  129. 

The  reasonableness  or  unreasonableness  of 
an  ordinance  is  to  be  determined  largely  by 
the  legislative  policy  of  the  state. 

1  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  4th  ed.  §  320;  Paul  v. 
Washington,  134  N.  C.  363,  65  L.R.A.  902, 
47  S.  E.  793;  Wright  v.  Macon,  supra;  State 
T.  Dannenberg,  150  N.  C.  799,  63  S.  E.  946. 

Messrs.  T.  W.  BIckett,  Attorney  General, 
and  G.  It.  Jones,  for  appellee: 

The  city  has  a  right  to  levy  a  license  tax 
on  the  business  of  selling  near  beer. 

State  V.  Irvin,  126  N.  C.  992,  36  S.  E. 
430;  Holland  v.  Isler,  77  N.  C.  1;  Humphrey 
y.  Front  Street  M.  E.  Church,  South,  109 
N.  C.  132,  13  S.  E.  793;  Smith,  Modern  Law 
of  Mun.  Corp.  §  1322. 

The  ordinance  does  not  discriminate,  as 
all  dealers  in  near  beer  are  treated  alike. 

Gatlin  v.  Tarboro,  78  N.  C.  119;  State  v. 
Worth,  116  N.  C.  1007,  21  S.  E.  204;  Rosen- 
baum  y.  Newbern,  118  N.  C.  83,  32  L.R.A. 
123,  24  S.  E.  1;  State  v.  Powell,  100  N.  C. 
625,  6  S.  E.  424. 

The  reasonableness  or  unreasonableness  of 
the  tax  is  a  matter  for  the  legislature,  not 
for  the  courts. 

State  V.  Hunt,  129  N.  C.  638,  85  Am.  St. 
Rep.  758,  40  8.  E.  216;  Tiedeman,.  Pol. 
Power,  p.  277;  Winston  v.  Beeson,  135  N.  C. 
277,  65  L.R.A.  167,  47  S.  E.  457;  Smith, 
Modem  Law  of  Mun.  Corp.  §  1455. 

Such  ordinances  are  presumed  to  be  rea- 
sonable. 

21  Am.  ft  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  783,  and 
cases  cited  in  note  1. 

The  reasonableness  and  legality  of  the 
ordinance  do  not  depend  upon  the  testimony 
of  witnesses  as  to  its  possible  or  probable 
effect. 

Launder  y.  Chicago,  111  HI.  201,  53  Am. 
Rep.  626. 

The  reasonableness  or  unreasonableness 
of  a  license  tax  cannot  be  determined  by 
the  .extent  of  the  business  of  a  single  in- 
dividual. 

Nashville,  C.  ft  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Attalla, 
118  Ala.  362,  24  So.  450. 

Brown,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Defendant  was  charged  with  engaging  in 
the  business  of  selling  near  beer  without 
paying  the  license  tax  imposed  thereon  by 
the  city  of  Charlotte.  The  ordinance  in 
question  taxes  every  person  engaged  in  the 
26  L.B.A.(N.S.) 


sale  of  near  beer  $1,000.  The  defendant 
admitted  that  he  was  engagad  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  had  not  paid  the  license  tax,  but 
contended  that  the  ordinance  is  ultra  viret, 
as  well,  as  discriminative  and  prohibitive, 
and  that  it  violates  the  14th  Amendment  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

1.  Is  the  city  of  Charlotte  without  au- 
thority to  pass  the  ordinance?     The  ordi- 
nance in  question  reads  as  follows:    "Bev- 
erages.— On  every  retail  or  wholesale  dealer 
in  cider   (except  sweet,  unadulterated  cider 
made    from    apples),    beering,    near    beer, 
tidal  wave,  twenty-three,  hop  beverage,  noi- 
all,  or  any  drink,  under  any  name  or  de- 
scription whatsoever  containing  as  much  as 
}   of   1   per  cent  of   alcohol,   per   annum" 
$3,000.     We  think  the  authority  to  levy  a 
license  tax  upon  the  business  of  selling  near 
beer,  as  upon  any  other  business,  is  plainly 
conferred  by  §3  80  and  82  of  the  city  char- 
ter.    The   first-named  section  provides  for 
raising  revenue  for  the  city  by  taxation,  not 
only  upon  real  and  personal  property,  and 
also,  in  connection  with  g  81,  gives  expresi 
authority  to  levy  license  taxes.     Section  82 
makes  it  a  misdemeanor  to  carry  on  any 
business,  profession,  trade,  or  avocation  of 
any  kind  in  said  city,  upon  which  a  license 
tax  has  been  levied,  without  first  obtaining 
a   license    therefor.     Near  beer   is   now   a 
recognized    article   of    commerce,    and    the 
sale  of  it  appears  to  be  an  established  busi- 
ness in  those  states  which  have  adopted  gen- 
eral prohibition  laws.    It  has  been  judicial- 
ly defined  by  the  supreme  court  of  Georgia 
to  be  a  term  in  general  currency  "used  to 
designate  any  and  all  of  that  class  of  malt 
liquors  which  contain  so  little  alcohol  that 
they    will    not    produce  intoxication   even 
though  drunk  to  excess.    It  includes  all  malt 
liquors  which   are  not  within  the  purview 
of  the  general  prohibition  law."    CamplieU 
v.  Thomasville,  6  Ga.  App.  22S,  64  S.  E.  821. 
It  is  a  distinct  business,  which  from   ita 
very   nature   admits   of   strict   regulation, 
under  the  general  police  power  of  the  stet^ 
by  its  municipalities  upon  which  that  power 
may  have  been  conferred.     It  stands  legiti- 
mately in  a  diiTerent  class  from  the  busi- 
ness of  selling  soda,  mineral  waters,  lem- 
onade, and  the  like.    As  was  witUly  said  by 
the  attorney  general  upon  the  argument: 
"Near  beer  has  made  for  itself  a  name  and 
a  place.    It  belongs  in  its  own  class,  and  it 
should  not  complain  when  the  law  shows 
respect  for  ita  position."    We  are  therefore 
of  opinion  that,  being  a  recognized  business, 
it  is  a  legitimate  subject  of  license  taxa- 
tion, and  that  the  city  of  Charlotte  under 
its  charter  has  power  to  impose  a  license 
tax  upon  those  who  engage  in  it.    State  ▼. 
Irvin,  126  N.  C.  992,  35  S.  E.  430;  Hollasd 
V.  Isler,  77  N.  C.  1. 
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2.  Is  the  drdinance  dlBCriminative  ?  It  is 
contended  that  the  ordinance  in  question 
discriminates  between  persons  of  the  same 
class,  and  makes  an  arbitrary  classification 
'without  real  ground  of  difference,  and  thus 
violates  article  S,  §  3,  of  the  Constitution  of 
this  state.  It  has  long  been  held  in  this 
state  and  elsewhere  that  a  tax  is  uniform, 
and  does  not  discriminate,  when  it  is  equal 
upon  all  persons  belonging  to  the  described 
class  upon  which  it  is  imposed.  Gatlin  v. 
Tarboro,  78  N.  C.  121;  Burroughs,  Taxn. 
§  77;  State  v.  Worth,  116  N.  C.  1007, 
21  S.  E.  204;  State  v.  Powell,  100  N.  C. 
£25,  0  S.  E.  424.  The  ordinance  in  question 
levies  tlic  same  tax  upon  all  engaged  in  the 
business  of  selling  near  beer  and  other  sim- 
ilar drinks  as  beverages  containing  as  much 
as  i  of  1  per  cent  of  alcohol,  and  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  near  beer  contains  1}  per  cent 
of  alcohol  and  comes  within  the  terms  of 
the  ordinance.  We  think  the  law  is  there- 
fore uniform,  in  that  it  bears  equally  upon 
all  who  come  within  its  terms  .and  are 
engaged  in  the  character  of  buainess  taxed 
by  it. 

3.  The  next  question  presented  by  the  ap- 
peal is  whether  or  not  the  tax  of  $1,000 
upon  the  buainess  of  selling  near  beer  is 
unreasonable  and  prohibitory.  The  genera] 
assembly  of '1909  has  recognized  and  legal- 
ized the  sale  of  "near  beer"  by  requiring 
from  those  who  deal  in  it  an  annual  license 
tax  for  the  state  of  $20  and  at  least  an 
equal  sum  for  the  counties.  Chap.  438,  S  63, 
p.  670,  Pub.  Laws  1909.  It  therefore  fol- 
lows, as  is  said  by  the  supreme  court  of 
Georgia  in  a  similar  case,  that  "since  the 
general  assembly  by  the  'near  beer'  tax  act 
.  .  .  has  by  implication  expressed  the 
general  policy  of  permitting  the  sale  of  'near 
beer'  by  those  who  pay  the  tax,  Ihe  munici- 
palities may  not,  in  the  absence  of  express 
charter  authority,  prohibit  its  sale  entirely. 
They  may,  however,  under  the  usual  general 
welfare  clause,  enact  reasonable  regulations 
governing  its  sale."  Campbell  v.  Thomas- 
▼llle,  supra.  As  municipal  corporations 
have  no  inherent  police  powers  and  can  ex- 
ercise only  those  conferred  by  the  state,  it 
of  necessity  follows  that,  in  the  absence  of 
express  charter  authority,  they  cannot  di- 
rectly by  taxation  prohibit  or  destroy  a 
business  legalized  by  the  state.  State  v. 
Dannenberg,  150  N.  C.  800,  63  S.  E.  946, 
and  authorities  cited;  1  Dill.  Mun.  Corp. 
S  80;  Cooley,  Taxn.  698;  Dobbins  t.  Los 
Angeles,  lOs'  U.  8.  223,  49  L.  ed.  160,  25 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  18.  The  contention  here  is 
that  the  tax  destroys  it.  It  appears  to  be 
well  settled  that,  unless  the  power  to  tax  is 
transcended,  the  reasonableness  or  unrea- 
sonableness of  a  tax  levied  exclusively  for 
revenue  is  a  matter  generally  within  the  ex- 
26  L.RJl.(N.8.) 


elusive  province  of  the  legislative  depart- 
ment of  the  state,  and  is  not  a  matter  for 
the  courts,  but  that^  when  the  license  fee  is 
demanded  also  as  a  police  regulation,  the 
courts  will  consider  whether  it  is  so  unrea- 
sonable as  to  amount  to  a  prohibition  upon 
lawful  vocations  which  cannot  be  prohibited. 
Tiedeman,  Pol.  Power,  p.  277;  State  v. 
Hunt,  120  N.  C.  688,  85  Am.  St  Rep.  758, 
40  B.  E.  216;  Winston  v.  Beeson,  135  N.  C. 
277,  65  L.R.A.  107,  47  8.  E.  457.  The  con- 
sensus of  judicial  decision  is  stated  by 
Smith  in  his  work  on  Modem  Law  of  Mun. 
Corp.  §  1455 :  "The  authority  to  license  and 
regulate  particular  branches  of  business  is 
usually  r^arded  as  a  police  power,  but  when 
license  fees  are  imposed  for  purposes  of 
revenue  they  are  taxes.  Such  license  fees 
can  only  be  considered  as  taxes  when  clearly 
authorized  as  such  by  the  legislature  and 
when  a  revenue  authority  seems  to  be  con- 
ferred, the  amount  of  the  tax,  unless  limited 
by  the  grant,  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
municipality.  But  such  a  grant  of  author- 
ity would  not  warrant  taxes  sufficiently 
heavy  to  be  prohibitory."  This  is  a  fair 
statement  of  the  law,  with  the  added  quali- 
fication that,  in  the  absence  of  positive  evi- 
dence to  the  contrary,  such  ordinances  are 
presumed  to  be  reasonable.  21  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  p.  783,  and  cases  cited  in  note  1. 
In  determining  whether  an  ordinance  is 
unreasonable,  the  courts  cannot  consider 
solely  the  probable  effect  of  complying  with 
the  ordinance  on  the  business  of  the  party 
complaining.  In  Illinois  it  is  held  that 
such  evidence  is  pn^rly  excluded.  Laun- 
der T.  Chicago,  111  111.  201,  53  Am.  Rep. 
626.  In  Alabama  it  is  held  that  "the  rea- 
sonableness or  unreasonableness  of  a  license 
tax  cannot  be  determined  by  the  extent  of 
the  business  of  a  single  individual.  There 
may  be  competition,  or  negligence  on  his 
part  or  other  considerations  affecting  the 
extent  of  the  business."  Nashville,  C.  & 
St.  L.  R.  Co.  V.  Attalla,  118  Ala.  362,  24  So. 
450.  In  fixing  the  proper  license  tax  upon 
dealers  in  near  beer  and  kindred  drinks  we 
conclude,  upon  reason  and  precedent,  that 
the  municipal  autliorities  may  consider  the 
question  both  from  the  standpoint  of  rev- 
enue and  police  regulation  and  the  cost 
thereof,  provided  they  do  not  thereby  pro- 
hibit and  annihilate  the  business  entirely. 
Leavenworth  t.  Booth,  15  Kan.  627,  is  an  in- 
structive case  upon  this  point.  The  terri- 
tory and  population  to  be  supplied  is  an  im- 
portant consideration  in  estimating  the  val- 
ue of  the  right  conferred.  It  is  worth  a 
great  deal  ntore  to  be  permitted  to  conduct 
a  business  of  this  kind  in  a  large  city  than 
in  a  small  town,  and  a  license  tax  that 
would  be  within  the  bounds  of  reason  when 
imposed   in  Charlotte  might  be  unreason- 
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able  and  prohibitive  if  imposed  in  a  small 
place.  Other  considerations  that  may 
properly  enter  into  the  matter  are  the  cost 
of  police  surveillance  and  the  propriety  of 
reducing  the  number  of  saloons  in  order  that 
such  surveillance  and  supervision  may  be 
more  effective  and  less  costly. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  in  this  rec- 
ord that,  although  near  beer  properly  made 
is  a  nonintoxicating  beverage,  the  sale  of  it 
furnishes  extraordinary  opportunities  for 
the  violation  of  the  state  prohibition  law; 
that  it  is  made  by  those  wlio  make  beer,  sold 
by  those  who  sell  beer,  and  drunk  by  those 
who  drink  beer;  and  that  "It  looks  like 
beer,  smells  like  beer,  and  tastes  like  beer.'' 
While  these  facts  confer  no  power  on  mu- 
nicipalities to  destroy  or  prohibit  the  busi- 
ness, they  make  it  their  undoubted  duty  to 
regulate  and  supervise  it.  The  very  possi- 
bilities which  the  business  gives  for  palming 
off  real  beer  and  other  intoxicating  and 
prohibited  drinks  places  it  properly  under 
the  gpiardianship  and  control  of  the  police 
power.  Upon  this  idea  it  has  been  held  that 
the  state,  and,  under  its  authority,  the  mu- 
nicipalities, have  the  right  to  enact  rules 
for  the  conduct  of  the  most  necessary 
and  common  occupations  when,  from 
their  nature,  they  afford  peculiar  op- 
portunities for  imposition  and  fraud. 
Bazemore  t.  State,  121  Ga.  620,  49 
S.  E.  701 ;  Cooley,  Court.  Lim.  7th  ed.  887 ; 
Turner  v.  Maryland,  107  U.  S.  41,  27  L.  ed. 
872,  2  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  44;  Powell  v.  Pennsyl- 
vania, 127  U.  S.  684,  32  L.  ed.  256,  8  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  992,  1267.  In  this  last  case  the  su- 
preme court  held  that  the  possibility  that 
the  manufacture  of  oleomargarine  or  imi- 
tation butter  is  or  may  be  conducted  in  such 
a  way  as  to  baffle  ordinary  inspection  is 
a  ground  for  strict  regulation  under  the 
police  power  of  the  state;  although  the  oleo- 
margarine may  be  properly  manufactured 
and  no  menace  to  health.  See  also  Capital 
City  Dairy  Co.  v.  Ohio,  183  U.  S.  246,  46  L. 
ed.  175,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  120,  and  Plumley 
V.  Massachusetts,  165  U.  S.  461,  39  L.  ed. 
223,  5  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  690,  16  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  164.  One  of  the  recognized  methods  of 
regulation  is  by  license  taxation,  which  will 
reduce  the  area  and  extent  of  the  business 
without  annihilating  it,  and  thus  bring  it 
more  easily  within  municipal  control,  as 
well  as  provide  funds  for  the  expense  the 
municipality  incurs. 

Tiedeman,  in  his  Police  Power,  p.  275, 
says:  "The  evils  growing  out  of  some  occu- 
pations may  be  such  that  their  suppression 
can  only  be  attained  to  any  appreciable  de- 
gree by  the  imposition  of  a  restraint  upon 
the  pursuit  of  such  callings.  .  .  .  For 
example,  the  keeping  of  saloons  produces 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


public  evil  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
low  groggeries  which  are  allowed  to  be 
opened,  and,  in  any  event,  the  evil  is 
lessened  by  reducing  the  number  of  saloons 
of  all  grades  of  respectability.  One  of  the 
most  effective  modes  of  restraining  and 
limiting  the  number  of  saloons  in  any  par- 
ticular town  or  city  is  to  require  a  heavy 
license  of  the  keepers  of  them."  In  North- 
western Mut  L.  Ins.  Co.  V.  Lewis  &  Clarke 
County,  28  Mont.  490,  98  Am.  St.  Bep. 
572,  72  Pac.  983,  the  court  says:  "No  limi- 
tation is  placed  upon  the  purposes  for  which 
the  license  system  may  be  emploj-ed,  and  it 
may  be  resorted  to  for  the  purposes  of 
revenue  or  for  the  purposes  of  regulation 
or  for  both  of  such  purposes  in  the  discre- 
tion and  wisdom  of  the  legislative  will." 
See  also  State  v.  Camp  Sing,  18  Mont.  128, 
32  L.R.A.  635,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  551,  44  Pac. 
516.  It  appears  from  this  record  that,  in 
the  city  of  Charlotte,  regulation  of  thii 
traffic  by  such  means  as  well  as  others  had 
become  imperative. 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance, there  were  three  exclusive  near  beer 
saloons  and  seventy  other  places  where  the 
drink  was  extensively  sold,  and  it  appears 
that  these  places  were  general  headquarters 
for  the  vagrant  element;  that  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  people  who  frequent  them  were 
idle  and  immoral;  that  they  require  police 
supervision  to  keep  order,  and  the  chief  of 
police  of  the  city  estimates  that  it  will 
take  two  policeman  for  each  saloon,  and  it 
further  appears  from  the  testimony  of  the 
defendant  himself  that  some  of  those  places 
were  in  fact  engaged  in  selling  real  beer. 
Giving  the  ordinance  the  benefit  of  a  pre- 
sumption' of  reasonableness,  we  conclude 
that  there  are  no  facts  contained  in  the 
record  sufficient  to  overcome  this  presump- 
tion. We  are  confirmed  in  this  conclusion 
by  a  statelnent  made  on  the  argument,  and 
not  denied,  that  there  are  now  two  near 
beer  saloons  in  Charlotte  doing  business  in 
conformity  to  the  ordinance. 

4.  As  to  the  contention  that  the  ordinance 
violates  the  14th  Amendment  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  we  need  say  but  little.  It  has 
been  long  since  settled  that  the  14th  Amend- 
ment, broad  and  comprehensive  as  it  is,  was 
not  designed  to  interfere  with  the  power  of 
the-  state,  sometimes  termed  its  police  power, 
to  prescribe  regulations,  to  promote  the 
health,  peace,  and  morals,  education,  and 
good  order  of  the  people.  Barbier  v.  Con- 
nolly, 113  U.  S.  27,  28  L.  ed.  923,  6  Sup.  Ofe 
Rep.  367;  Re  Rahrer  (Wilkerson  v.  Rahrer) 
140  U.  S.  654,  35  L.  ed.  674,  11  Sup.  Ct  Rep^ 
8C5. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  record,  we  are  ol 
opinion  that  there  is  no  error. 
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KENTUUKT  COURT  OF  APFEAIS. 
CITY  OF  BOWUNG  GREEN,  Appt.. 

T. 

W.  H.  McMULLEN. 

(134  Ky.  742,  122  &  W.  823.) 

Intoxicating     liquor   —   prohibition   — 
near  beer. 

A  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  spirituous, 
vinous,  and  malt  liquors  does  not  inelude 
malt  beverages  containing  so  small  a  per- 
centage of  alcohol  that  the  largest  (quanti- 
ty that  can  be  drunk  will  not  intoxicate. 

(OHear,  J.,  dissents.) 

(November  11,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  City  of  Bowling  Green  from 
a  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  for 
Warren  County  reversing  a  judgment  of  the 
City  Court  of  Bowling  Green  convicting  de- 
fendant of  a  violaticHi  of  the  prohibition  law. 
Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion.        ' 


Messrs.  H.  H.  Dcnbardt  and  W.  B. 
Gaines,  for  appellant: 

It  is  sufficient  that  the  liquor  sold  was 
malt  liquor,  without  showing  its  intoxicat- 
ing qualities. 

Locke  v.  Com.  26  Ky.  L.  Rep.  76,  74  S.  W. 
664;  Pedigo  v.  Com.  24  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1029,  70 
8.  W.  659;  Com.  v.  Hurst,  23  Ky.  L.  Rep, 
366,  62  S.  W.  1024. 

Malt  liquor  as  used  in  the  Constitution 
and  statutes  embraces  all  malt  liquors, 
whetHer  intoxicating  or  not. 

23  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  pp.  60,  173;  State 
V.  Frederickson,  101  Me.  37,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
186,  115  Am.  St.  Rep.  295,  63  Atl.  535,  8 
A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  48 ;  State  v.  O'Connell,  99 
Me.  61,  68  Atl.  69 ;  Fiebelman  v.  State,  130 
Ala.  122,  30  So.  384;  State  v.  CerUin  In- 
toxicating Liquors,  76  Iowa,  243,  2  L.R.A. 
408,  41  N.  W.  6;  State  v.  Yager.  72  Iowa, 
421,  34  N.  W.  188;  State  ex  rel.  Guilbert  v. 
Kauffman,  68  Ohio  St.  636,  67  N.  £.  1062; 
Eaves  v.  State,  113  Ga.  740,  39  S.  E.  318; 
Merkle  v.  State,  37  Ala.  139;  State  v.  Gill, 


Note.  —  JDo  Mtatutes  forbidding  the  tale 
of  a  certain,  daa*  or  cUisaes  of  Uopior 
tnolude  nonintoxicaUng  li^pior. 

The  earlier  cases  upon  this  subject  are 
collected  and  discussed  in  the  note  to 
Luther  v.  State,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1146,  and 
this  note  is  supplementary  thereto.  And 
see  notes  to  State  of  North 'Dakota  ▼.  Fargo 
Bottling  Works,  ante,  872,  and  State  ▼.  Dan- 
nenburg,  ante,  890. 

As  is  shown  in  the  earlier  note,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  cases  upon  this  question  hold 
that  a  statute  which  prohibits  or  regulates 
the  sale  of  a  certain  class  of  liquors  in- 
cludes nonintoxicating  liquors  of  that  class. 
The  more  recent  cases  are  to  the  same  ef- 
fect. 

Thus,  in  State  v.  York,  74  N.  H.  125,  65 
Atl.  685,  13  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  116,  the  court 
said:  "It  is  a  recognized  rule  in  the  in- 
terpretation of  statutes  that,  where  an  act 
expressly  prohibits  the  sale,  or  keeping  for 
sale,  of  a  particular  liquor  or  class  of  li- 
quors, it  is  not  necessary  to  allege  in  an  in- 
dictment thereunder,  or  to  prove  upon  the 
trial,  that  the  particular  liquor  or  class  of 
liquors,  the  sale  of  which  is  forbidden,  is 
intoxicating."  It  should  be  noted  in  con- 
nection with  this  case  that  the  court  was 
in  fact  dealing  with  a  liquor  that  was  in- 
toxicating; but  cited  as  authority  a  num- 
ber of  cases  which  involved  nonintoxicating 
liquors,  and  which  were  included  in  the 
earlier  note. 

So,  in  Pennell  v.  State  (Wis.)  123  N.  W. 
115,  it  was  held  that,  where  the  statute 
forbade  the  sale  of  malt  liquors,  the  fact 
that  the  malt  liquor  in  question  was  a  non- 
intoxicating  liquor  was  immaterial. 

And  in  State  v.  O'Connell,  99  Me.  61,  68 
Atl.  69,  the  court  said  that  the  issue  was 
whether  the  defendant  sold  the  malt  liquor, 
20  LJLA.(N.S.) 


■and  that,  if  he  did  sell  it,  it  was  in  viola- 
tion of  the  statute,  and  it  was  not  necessary 
for  the  jury  to  determine  whether  the  malt 
liquor  was  or  was  not  in  fact  intoxicating. 

And  in  Sawyer  ▼.  Botti  (Iowa)  —  L.R..4, 
(N.S.)  — ,  124  N.  W.  787,  the  statute  pro- 
hibited the  sale,  among  other  designated  li- 
quors, of  malt  liquors,  and  the  court  said 
that  the  liquor  in  question,  although  con- 
taining a  very  small  proportion  of  alcohol, 
was  nevertheless  a  malt  liquor,  and  conse- 
quently within  the  prohibition  of  the  stat- 
ute. 

In  State  v.  Ely  (S.  D.)  118  N.  W.  687, 
where  the  statute  prohibited  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain classes  of  liquor,  "or  other  intoxicating 
liquor,"  it  was  held  that  the  state  was  not 
required  to  prove  that  the  liquor  in  ques- 
tion, which  belonged  to  one  of  the  prohibit- 
ed classes,  was  an  intoxicating  liquor. 

In  Daniel  v.  State,  149  Ala.  44,  43  So. 
22,  although  it  was  shown  that  the  liquor 
sold  was  not  an  intoxicating  liquor,  the 
court  proceeded  upon  the  theory  that  the 
statute  had  been  violated  if  the  liquor  sold 
was  in  fact  a  malt  liquor. 

But,  the  words,  "alcoholic,  spirituous, 
and  malt  liquors,"  in  the  prohibition  stat- 
ute, were  held  in  Roberts  t.  State,  4  Ga. 
App.  207,  60  S.  E.  1082,  to  mean  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  which  can  lie  used  as  a  beverage, 
and  which,  when  drunk  to  excess,  will  pro- 
duce intoxication.  If  the  liquor  manufac- 
tured, sold,  or  kept  on  hand  cannot  be  used 
as  an  intoxicating  drink,  because  of  other 
ingredients,  or  is  not  intoxicating,  because 
it  does  not  contain  a  sufficient  amount  of 
alcohol  to  cause  intoxication  when  drunk  to 
excess,  it  is  not  within  the  prohibition  of 
the  statute,  although  it  does  contain,  as  one 
of  its  ingredients,  an  appreciable  quantity 
of  alcohol  or  spirituous  liquor. 
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89  MiBn.  602,  95  X.  W.  449;  State  t.  Jen- 
kins, 64  N.  H.  375,  10  Atl.  099. 

Messrs.  James  Breathitt,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  T.  B.  McGregor  also  for  appel- 
lant: 

Messrs.  John  B.  Grider  and  Wright  ft 
McEIroy,  with  Messrs.  Sims,  DnBose,  ft 
Bodes,  for  appellee: 

The  statute  applies  only  to  intoxicating 
liquors. 

Rush  V.  Com.  20  Kj.  L.  Rep.  775,  47  S.  W. 
58G;  Collins  v.  Henderson,  11  Bush,  86; 
'  Clark's  Run  A,  S.  River  Tump.  Road  Co.  v. 
Com.  96  Ky.  529,  29  S.  W.  360;  BarboUr  v. 
Louisville,  83  Ky.  102;  Com.  t.  Reynolds,  89 
Ky.  149,  12  S.  W.  132,  20  8.  W.  167;  Rob- 
erts V.  SUte,  4  Ga.  App.  207,  60  S.  E.  1083. 

Barker,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  appellee,  W.  H.  McMullen,  was 
charged  with  a  violaUon  of  the  prohibition 
law.  He  was  tried  in  the  city  court  of  Bow- 
ling Green,  and  a  fine  of  $60  indicted,  from 
which  he  appealed  to  the  Warren  circuit 
court,  where  the  appeal  was  tried  upon  an 
agreed  statement  of  facts.  The  case  was 
submitted  to  the  circuit  judge,  Hon.  John 
M.  Galloway,  a  jury  lieing  waived,  with 
the  result  that  he  found  the  defendant  had 
not  been  guilty  of  an  offense  against  the 
prohibition  law,  and  delivered  his  reason 
therefor  in  the  following  opinion,  which  we 
adopt  as  the  opinion  of  the  court  on  this 
appeal : 

"These  five  cases  all  involve  practically 
the  same  question,  and  they  are  all  sub- 
mitted upon  appeal  by  the  defendants  from 
Judgments  in  the  city  court  against  each  de- 
fendant for  $60,  upon  conviction  for  selling 
by  retail  malt  liquors  in  local  option  terri- 
tory. This  court  is  asked  to  determine 
whether  or  not  defendants  are  guilty  of 
violating  the  local  option  law  as  found  in 
§  2557,  Ky.  Stat  (Russell's  Stat.  §  3635), 
undei'  the  following  agreed  statement  of 
facts,  to  wit:  'It  is  agreed  that  defendant 
McMullen  sold  a  bottle  of  next-to-beer  in 
Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,  as  charged  in 
the  warrant.  Next-to-beer  is  a  malt  liquor, 
or  liquid,  that  is  to  say,  containing  malt  as 
an  ingredient,  and  used  as  a  beverage,  and 
is  nonintoxicating, — that  is  to  say,  that  in 
the  largest  quantities  in  which  it  may  be 
drunk  it  will  not  intoxicate.  It  is  agreed 
that  it  contains  less  than  2  per  cent  of 
alcohol,  and  more  than  one  half  of  1  per 
cent.  Defendant  has  United  States  govern- 
ment license  for  the  sale  of  malt  liquors; 
and  the  agreement  filed  in  the  other  cases 
is  in  substance  the  same  as  the  one  quot- 
ed.' 

"It  thus  appears  in  the  evidence  that  the 
liquor  sold  by  defendants  is  what  is  termed 
26  L.RJ^.(N.S.) 


'malt  liquor.'  or  a  liquid  containing  malt, 
and  that  such  liquor  is  a  nouintoxicant,  and 
will  not  intoxicate  in  the  largest  quantities 
in  which  it  may  be  imbibed.     It  is  insisted 
upon  by  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  that,  umler 
and  by  virtue  of  §  2557,  Ky.  Stat.,  no  spirit- 
uous, vinous,  or  malt  liquors  can  be  legally 
sold  by  retail  in  such  prohibited  districts, 
whether  or  not  such  liquor  or  liquid  con- 
tains enough  alcohol  to  intoxicate  the  drink- 
er, and  that  it  is  not  material  whether  the 
liquid  is  an  intoxicant  or  will  produce  in- 
toxication, if  it  may  be  called  or  termed  a 
spirituous,  vinous,  or  malt  liquor.     While 
defendants  contend  that,  in  order  to  convict 
them  under  this  law,  the  liquor  sold  mast 
he  an  intoxicant,  and  that,  as  it  is  agreed 
that  the  drinks  they  sold,  or  are  charged 
with  selling,  were  not  intoxicants,  they  have 
not  violated  the  statute ;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  the  intent  and  purpose  of  this  law  is 
to  make  it  unlawful  and  penal  to  vend  such 
liquids   as  will   intoxicate  in   local  option 
(Arecincts,  and  only  such  as  will  intoxicate. 
Counsel   for   both   plaintiff   and    defendant 
have  cited  decisions  of  other  states,  based 
in  the  main  upon  their  statutes,  none  of 
which  appear  to  be  entirely  alike  or  simi- 
lar to  our  law,  and  in  this,  as  well  as  many 
other  instances,  these  decisions  run  cotmter 
to  each  other, — some  tending  to  support  the 
contention   of  the  prosecution   herein,  and 
others  looking  to  defendant's  side  or  claims. 
— so  these  citations  are  far  from  convincing 
either  way. 

"The  first  general  local  option  law  in 
the  state  was  enacted  in  1874  (see  Gen. 
Stat  1879,  p.  946),  and  in  it  the  same  term 
is  employed,  to  wit:  'A  prohibition  of  the 
sale  of  spirituous,  vinous,  or  malt  liquors.' 
The  force  and  validity  of  this  act  (Acts 
1873-74,  chap.  117,  p.  10)  was  passed  upon 
by  the  Kentucky  court  of  appeals  in  Ander- 
son V.  Com.  13  Bush.  485,  and  in  its  opinion, 
written  by  Chief  Justice  Lindsay,  the  court 
said:  'We  unanimously  hold  that  the  sale 
by  retail  of  intoxicating  liquors  may  be  con- 
stitutionally regulated,  and  that  in  local- 
ities where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  legislature 
or  of  its  constitutionally  organized  a^ncies, 
the  peace  and  good  order  of  society  so  re- 
quire, license  to  carry  on  the  retail  traffic 
may  be  refused  altogether.'  Our  present 
Constitution  (§61)  provides  that  the  gen- 
eral assembly  shall,  by  general  law,  pro- 
vide a  means  of  taking  the  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple in  any  county,  etc.,  as  to  whether  or  not 
spirituous,  vinous,  or  malt  liquors  shall  be 
sold,  etc.  And  such  was  the  expression  of 
the  act  of  1892  (Laws  1891-93.  chap.  89, 
p.  214)  and  the  same  words  defining  what 
may  or  may  not  be  sold  were  written  in  the 
act  of  1894  (Laws  1894,  chap.  52.  p.  12S, 
§4),  which  is  found  in  §  2557,  Ky.  Stat 
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So,  from  1874  to  1898,  there  was  no  change 
in  the  nomenclature  of  the  liquors  whosj 
sale  was  forbidden  in  local  option  localities. 
Then,  in  1898,  the  law  now  found  in  §  2357a, 
Ky.  Stat  (Russi'irs  Stat  §  3036),  was 
enacted.  This  law,  it  will  be  seen,  prohibits 
the  sale,  barter,  or  loan  of  any  beverage, 
liquid  mixture,  or  decoction  of  any  kind, 
vrhich  intoxicates,  in  local  option  territory. 
And  in  Rush  v.  Com.  20  Ky.  L.  Rep.  776,  47 
8.  W.  586,  it  was  held  that  the  act  of  1898 
(Acts  1898,  chap.  30,  p.  84),  which  provides 
a  different  penalty  for  the  violation  from 
the  one  found  in  §  2557,  Ky.  Stat.,  did  not, 
as  contended  for,  repeal  or  affect  the  law 
contained  in  said  §  2567,  but  was  intended 
to  reach  violations  not  covered  by  §  2557.  In 
this  Rush  opinion  the  court  says :  'It  is  fur- 
ther insisted  that  chap.  30  of  the  acts  of 
1898,  being  now  in  force,  repeals  the  p?nalty, 
or  rather  reduces  .  .  .  [it,]  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  in  local  option  pre- 
cincts [or  localities]'  and  that  such  conten- 
tion is  erroneous,  and  that  the  intention  of 
the  legislature  in  passing  the  act  of  1898 
was  to  declare  that  to  be  an  offense  that 
theretofore  had  not  been,  or  to  clear  the 
matter  of  doubt.  And  further,  in  the  same 
opinion,  the  court  says:  'The  clear  mean- 
ing and  intention  of  this  act  [of  1898]  was 
to  provide  a  penalty  for  the  sale  in  prqhibit- 
cd  (listrietk  of  the  various  nostrums,  bitters, 
and  such  like  intoxicants  sold,  and  which 
it  is  so  difficult  to  show  the  ingredients,  or 
whether  it  comes  under  the  strict  definition 
spirituous,  vinous,  or  malt  liquors.'  So, 
they  held  that  this  act  was  made  to  embrace 
and  cover  all  other  intoxicants  not  found 
to  come  within  the  terms  spirituous,  vinou:), 
or  malt  liquors.  And  in  Edmonson  v.  Com. 
110  Ky.  510,  62  S.  \V.  1018,  the  court,  in 
its  opinion,  said  that  the  amendment  of 
March  15,  1898,  fixing  the  penalty  under  it, 
applied  only  to  beverag:!s,  liquid  mixtures, 
or  decoctions,  or,  in  other  words,  substitutes 
for  spirituous,  vinous,  or  malt  liquors,  and 
hence  its  enactment  did  not  repeal  or  af- 
fect §  2557  or  the  act  of  1894.  In  Mitchell 
V.  Com.  100  Ky.  002,  51  S.  W.  17,  defendant 
was  convicted  under  a  charge  of  selling  in- 
toxicating liquors  in  local  option  territory. 
The  proof  was  that  he  sold  a  phial  of  Ja- 
maica ginger,  and  it  was  claimed  there  was 
a  variance;  but  the  court  said  not,  if  Ja- 
maica ginger  was  a  spirituous  liquor,  and 
the  jury  found  that  it  was.  And  the  court 
further  said:  'But  the  objection  is  urged 
that  there  was  no  evidence  to  support  tliis 
finding,  as  both  the  vendor  and  vendee  swore 
it  was  not  intoxicating.  Evidence  of  a  drug- 
gist was  introduced  that  the  regulation  re- 
<{uirement  of  Jamaica  ginger  was  9(i  p?r 
cent  alcohol  and  4  per  cunt  ginger.  If  the 
iury  believe  this  testimony,  and  believed 
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that  the  phial  contained  Jamaica  g'ngsr 
(and  it  was  bought  and  sold  as  such),  they 
were  authorized  to  conclude  that  it  was  in- 
to.xicating.'  The  court  further  said:  'More- 
over, we  think  that,  without  the  druggist's 
evidence,  it  is  a  matter  of  common  knowl- 
edge that  Jamaica  ginger  is  an  intoxicant 
and  a  spirituous  liquor,  and  it  is  hardly 
more  necessary  to  introduce  testimony  of 
that  fact  than  it  would  be  of  whisky.'  The 
act  of  1006,  known  as  the  'Cammack  Law' 
(Laws  1900,  chap.  21,  p.  86),  which  is  an 
amendment  to  §  2500,  Ky.  Stat.,  describes 
or  defines  the  inhibited  liquors  by  the  term 
'spirituous,  vinous,  malt,  or  other  intoxicat- 
ihg  liquors.' 

"With  these  aids  or  helps  found  in  our  ju- 
dicial and  legislative  expressions  from  time 
to  time  since  1874,  when  the  first  law  was 
put  upon  our  statute  books  upon  this  sub- 
ject-matter, we  are  to  interpret  and  deter- 
mine what  is  the  meaning,  scope,  and  pur- 
pose of  these  words,  'spirituous,  vinous,  and 
malt  liquors,'  as  found  and  used  for  so  long 
in  our  statutes.  Does  it  mean  that  these 
liquids  may  not  be  legally  vended  in  pro- 
hibited localities,  whether  they  contain  or 
have  in  their  make-up  a  suflicient  quantity 
of  alcohol  to  cause  the  drinker,  in  the  lar- 
gest quantity  in  which  it  may  or  might  be 
imbibed,  to  become  intoxicated?  Or  was  it 
the  intent,  purpose,  and  scope  of  this  legis- 
lation, by  the  use  of  these  common  and  gen- 
eral terms  therein,  to  prphibit  the  sale  cf 
intoxicants,  and  not  drinks,  whatever  they 
may  contain,  that  will  not  intoxicate,  sucli 
as  it  is  agreed  that  the  defendants  sold  or 
are  charged  with  selling,  and  admit  they  did 
sell,  in, these  prosecutions?  It  se?ms  clear 
that  in  the  Mitchell  Case,  supra,  it  was  re- 
garded as  essential,  in  order  to  convict  for 
a  violation  of  the  law  for  selling  liquor  in 
local  option  territory,  that  the  liquid  sold 
should  be  an  intoxicant.  Two  defenses  were 
made  by  defendant, — one,  that  Jamaica 
ginger  was  not  what  is  known  as  a  'spiritu- 
ous liquor,'  and  the  other,  that  it  was  not 
intoxicating;  and  under  the  evidence  the 
jury  found  that  it  was  a  spirituous  liquor, 
and  tliat  it  was  an  intoxicant,  and  upon  ap- 
peal the  case  was  affirmed.  And  if  such  is 
the  required  rule  as  to  what  may  be  termed 
spirituous  liquor,  would  not  the  same  rule 
and  construction  apply  to  a  sale  of  malt 
liquor,  to  wit,  that  it  must  be  shown,  upon 
a  plea  of  not  guilty,  that  the  liquor  was  a 
malt  liquor  and  that,  as  such,  it  was  intoxi- 
cating? And  the  two  cases  cited  in  whicli 
the  court  construed  the  act  of  1808,  now 
§  2557a,  Ky.  Stat,  it  was  certainly  held  that 
the  enactment  of  that  law  did  not  in  any 
wise  repeal  or  afl'ect  §  2557,  but  that  it  was 
an  amendment  to  said  last-named  section,  in- 
tended to  enlarge  its  scope,  so  as  to  embrace 
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or  include  all  other  intoxicant!  not  falling 
under  tlie  inliibition  of  §  2657,  such  as  the 
court  said  it  was  difficult  and  often  impossi- 
ble to  find  out  the  ingredients  contained  in 
the  liquid.  As  intimated  in  the  Anderson 
Cose,  supra,  there  is  grave  question  as  to 
the  power  of  the  legislature  to  enact  a'law 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  liquids  that  are  not 
intoxicants,  end  not  in  their  make-up  detri- 
mental to  health  or  the  peace  or  good  weal 
of  societj,  although  they  may  contain  malt 
or  spirituous  or  vinous  liquors.  The  legis- 
lature, when  framing  the  Cammaclc  law,  put 
this  construction  upon  these  words,  'spiritu- 
ous, vinous,  or  malt  liquors,'  as  found  in 
the  law,  by  using  in  reference  thereto,  tbe 
words,  'spirituous,  vinous,  malt  or  other  in- 
toxicating liquors,'  meaning  plainly  that  the 
inhibition  was  to  cover  and  include  all  in- 
toxicating drinlca.  If  not,  why  use  the 
words,  'or  other  intoxicating  liquors  t' 

"So,  while  the  question  here  presmted 
hM  not  been  ccmsidered  by  our  highest  court 
in  its  present  form,  we  have  both  judicial 
and  legislative  sanction  which  clearly  indi- 
cate that  these  words,  as  found  in  |  2557, 
^re  intended  to  prohibit  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cants, and  as  spirituous,  vinous,  and  malt 
liquors  are  as  a  general  rule  intoxicants, 
these  terms  were  used  ia  the  several  stat- 
utes and  the  Constitution  as  a  name  to  des- 
ignate intoxicating  liquors;  and  when  in 
1898  it  was  found  that  other  intoxicants 
were  being  sold  which  could  not  be  shown 
or  proven  to  be  either  spirituous,  vinous,  or 
malt  liquors,  the  legal  horizon  was  enlarged 
by  the  act  of  that  year,  which  provides  a 
penalty  for  vending  intoxicants  whose  make- 
up was  unknown,  or  shown  to  be  other  than 
the  intoxicants  already  prohibited  under 
§  2557.  In  construing  statutes,  the  cardinal 
rule  is  to  ascertain  the  l^slative  intent, 
and,  when  it  is  ascertained,  it  controls,  and 
in  all  cases  the  mere  letter  must  yield  to 
the  spirit  of  the  enactment.  As  is  said  in 
the  Bible,  'Tlie  letter  killeth,  but  the  spirit 
maketh  alive.'  Certainly  the  purpose  of  the 
lawmakers  in  enacting  the  local  option  law 
was  to  prohibit  and  prevent  the  evils  (rf  in- 
temperance caused  and  coming  from  the 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage. 
This  being,  as  we  view  it,  the  correct  con- 
struction or  exposition  of  what  is  meant 
and  included  in  and  by  the  words,  'spiritu- 
ous, vinous,  or  malt  liquors,'  as  used  in 
§  2557,  Ky.  Stat.,  and  it  being  agreed  that 
the  defendants  did  not  sell  liquors  that 
would  or  will  intoxicate,  the  coses  against' 
them  will  be  dismissed." 

Judgment  affirmed. 

O'Rcar,  J.,  dissents. 
26  L.K.A.(N.S.) 


tTTAH  SUPKEME  COURT. 

SELINA    NIXON     BOUCOFSKI    et    al, 
Appts., 

V. 

ESTHER     COHEN    JACOBSEN     ct    al, 
'     Respts. 

(—  Utah,  — ,  104  Pac  117.) 

Statute  —  retroactive  —  time   for  ap- 
pealing. 

1.  A  statute  extending  the  right  of  ap- 
peal while  a  motion  for  additional  findings 
of  fact  and  conclusions  of  law  in  a  case  ia 
which  judgment  has  been  entered  is  pend- 
ing applies  to  judgments  already  entered, 
where  the  time  for  appealing  from  them  has 
not  expired,  and  another  statute  declares 
all  suits  to  be  pending  until  determined  on 
appeal,  or  until  the  time  for  appeal  has 
passed,  the  only  effect  upon  the  rights  of 
the  successful  party  in  the  judgment  being 
to  extend  the  time  for  appealing,  which 
does  not  affect  any  of  his  constitutional  or 
vested  rights. 

Iiimttattoii  of  action  —  tax  parchascr 
^nonresident. 

2.  A  tax  purchaser  of  mortgaged  real 
estate,  in  whom  the  title  has  been  quieted 
against  the  mortgagor  in  a  proceeding  to 
which  the  mortgagee  was  not  a  party,  may, 
where  the  action  to  foreclose  the  mortgage 
is  tn  rem,  set  up  the  statute  of  limitations 
against  the  action  to  foreclose  the  mort- 
gage agrainst  him,  if  the  requisite  time  lias 
run  since  the  mortgagee  had  notice  of  his 
claim,  although  the  action  against  the 
mortgagor  is  not  barred,  because  of  his 
absence  from  the  state. 

Mortgage  —  foreclosure  —  bar  —  per- 
sonal judgment. 

3.  Although  a  personal  judgment  can  be 
entered  against  a  mortgagor  only  when  the 
mortgaged  property  has  been  exhausted,  yet 
if  the  mortgage  is  barred  in  favor  of  a 
junior  lien  claimant,  so  that  the  property  is 
no  longer  available,  and  the  claim  against 
the  mortgagor  is  not  barred,  because  of  his 
absence  from  the  state,  a  personal  judgment 
may  be  entered  against  him  for  the  debt. 

(June  12,  1009.) 


yote.  —  Effect  of  mortgagor's  absence 
from  the  state  to  toll  the  atatut^  of 
Umltationa  as  against  fore<Aomure 
proceedings  against  his  grantee. 

The  court  in  Bovcofski  v.  Jacobskit,  in 
reaching  the  result  that  the  purchaser  of  the 
mortgaged  real  estate  might  set  up  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations  against  the  action  to  fore- 
close the  mortgage  against  him,  although 
the  action  against  the  mortgagor  was  not 
barred  because  of  his  absence  from  the  state, 
has  aligned  itself  with  the  majority  of  cases 
dealing  with  a  question  on  which  thers  is 
not  a  little  conflict  cf  opinion.  However, 
it  must  lie  said  that  even  among  the  courts 
holding  as  the  BoucoFSKi  Cask  holds,  there 
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APPEAL  by  plaintiffs  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Salt  Lake  Coun- 
ty iu  defendants'  favor  in  an  action  brouglit 
to  foreclose  a  mortgage  on  certain  real  prop- 
erty and  for  a  personal  judgment  against 
Esther  Cohen  Jacobsen.    Modified. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Allen  T.  Sanford,  for  appellants: 

Where  a  judgment  is  modified  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  motion  made  in  the  court,  the 
time  for  appeal  begins  to  run  from  the  entry 
of  the  modified  judgment. 

2  Enc.  PI.  ft  Pr.  p.  255;  Billson  ♦.  Lard- 
ner,  67  Minn.  35,  69  N.  W.  477;  Hayes  v. 
Silver  Creek  ft  P.  Land  ft  Water  Co.  136  Cal. 
238,  68  Pac  704;  Mann  v.  Haley,  45  Cal. 
63;  Bixby  T.  Bent,  59  Cal.  532;  Spencer  v. 
Troutt,   133   Cal.   605,   66   Pac.   1083;    Re 


Potter,  141  Cal.  350,  74  Pac.  986;  Wake 
V.  Thomas,  78  Conn.  15,  60  Atl.  689;  John- 
son V.  Foreman,  24  Ind.  App.  93,  56  N.  K. 
254. 

The  holder  of  one  lien  cannot  bar  absolute- 
ly the  right  of  another  lien  holder. 

De  Voe  v.  Bundle,  33  Wash.  604,  74  Pac. 
836;  Brandenstein  v.  Johnson,  140  Cal.  29, 
73  Pac.  744;  Frates  v.  Sears,  144  Cal.  246, 
77  Pac.  906. 

By  the  absence  of  Esther  Cohen  Jacobsen, 
there  was  vested  in  plaintiffs  a  valuable 
right, — a  right  which  eietended  the  period 
in  which  they  could  commence  their  action 
five  years. 

Hibernia  Sav.  ft  L.  Soc.  ▼.  Famham,  153 
Cal.  578,  126  Am.  St  Rep.  129,  96  Pac.  9; 
Du  Bois  T.  First  Nat.  Bank,  43  Colo.  400, 


is  some  diversity  in  the  arguments  by  which 
the  position  has  been  supported. 

A  leading  case  on  this  question  is  Colonial 
ft  U.  S.  ifortg.  Co.  v.  Northwest  Thresher 
Co.  14  N.  D.  147,  70  L.R.A.  814,  116  Am. 
St.  Rep.  642,  103  N.  W.  915,  8  A.  ft  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  1160,  where  the  court,  after  hold- 
ing that  an  action  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  on 
real  property  is  not  a  proceeding  in  rem,  but 
is  an  action  in  personam,  held  that  the  ab- 
sence of  the  mortgagor  from  the  state  after 
he  had  parted  with  the  title  to  the  mort- 
gaged property  did  not  prevent  the  statute 
-of  limitations  from  running  in  favor  of  his 
grantee,  and  jntve  the  following  as  its  reason 
therefor:  "The  mortgage  was  a  contract 
with  the  owner  of  the  fee  to  the  effect  that, 
if  the  debt  was  not  paid  at  maturity,  then 
the  debt  could  be  collected  put  of  the  land 
by  an  action  against  any  person  who  might 
subsequently  become  the  owner.  It  wag  not 
a  contract  that  the  mortgagor  would  pay, 
or  that  he  would  sell  the  land  and  pay,  but 
it  was  a  contract  that  the  land  should  pay. 
It  was  an  obligation  which  became  fastened 
upon  the  land  itself,  and  was  enforceable 
against  any  person  who  might  subsequent- 
ly become  the  owner.  Consequently,  the  fail- 
ure of  the  personal  debtor  to  pay  at  ma- 
turity gave  the  mortgagee  a  right  to  main- 
tain an  action  to  enforce  the  obligation 
which  tlie  mortgage  fastened  on  the  land. 
It  manifestly  does  not  lie  in  his  mouth  to 
Bay  that  he  was  not  bound  to  know  against 
whom  to  commence  the  action.  He  had  no 
right  to  assume  that  the  mortgagor  would 
forever  omtinue  to  be  the  owner  of  the  land. 
The  mortgage  gave  him  no  assurance  on  that 
subject.  The  statute  was  notice  to  the  mort- 
gagee that  every  day's  delay  in  enforcing  the 
mortgage  brought  him  so  much  nearer  to  the 
time  when  his  remedy  would  be  gone.  In 
short,  the  instant  the  right  to  enforce  the 
mortgage  arose,  that  instant  the  mortgagee 
was  put  on  inquiry  to  ascertain  against 
whom  the  action  to  enforce  it  must  be 
brought.  It  is  incorrect  to  say  that  this 
reasoning  foists  a  new  contract  on  the  mort- 
gagee without  his  consent.  As  stated  be- 
fore, his  contract  in  the  mortgage  was  that 
the  land  should  be  answerable  for  the  debt 
8«  LJUft.(N.S.) 


if  the  personal  debtor  failed  to  pay;  but  the 
mortgagor  did  not  agree  to  continue  his 
ownership  of  the  land,  nor  to  personally  sell 
the  land.  He  merely  gave  the  mortgagee  a 
remedy  for  the  collection  of  the  debt  from 
the  land  by  an  action  to  be  brought  against 
whomsoever  might  be  the  owner  when  the 
remedy  became  available.  And  the  mort- 
gagee's neglect  to  avail  himself  of  that  reme- 
dy within  the  time  fixed  by  the  statute  is 
a  good  defense  to  the  action.  Such  is  the 
plain  language  and  manifest  intent  of  the 
statute." 

Another  case,  and  probably  more  cited 
than  any  other  in  this  connection,  is  Wood 
V.  Goodfellow,  43  Cal.  185,  where  the  court, 
in  holding  that  the  absence  from  the  state 
of  the  mortgagor  would  not  toll  the  statute 
of  limitations  as  against  an  action  by  the 
mortgagee  against  subsequent  encumbran- 
cers or  grantees  for  the  foreclosure  of  the 
mortgage,  said:  "When  the  mortgagor  has 
parted  with  his  title  to  the  property,  and 
ceased  to  have  any  interest  therein,  those 
who  have  succeeded  to  his  rights  stand  in 
the  same  relation  to  the  mortgagee  as  if 
they  had  originally  made  the  mortgage  on 
their  own  property,  to  secure  the  debt  of  the 
mortgagor.  The  mortgagor  has  no  interest 
in  the  property,  nor  are  they  under  obliga- 
tion to  pay  his  debt.  Their  property,  how- 
ever, is  bound  as  collateral  security  for  its 
payment,  under  the  mortgage,  which  is  a 
contract  in  writing,  by  which  the  property 
is  pledged  as  a  security  for  the  debt.  The 
mortgage,  in  such  a  case,  has  the  same  ef- 
fect in  law  as  if  it  had  been  originally  made, 
as  a  separate  instrument,  by  the  parties  suc- 
ceeding to  the  rights  of  the  mortgagor,  to 
secure   his  debt." 

So,  in  Arthur  v.  Screven,  39  S.  C.  77, 17  S. 
E.  640,  it  was  held  that  the  statute  of  limi- 
tations in  an  action  of  foreclosure  against  a 
resident  purchaser  of  the  mortgagor  was  not 
tolled  because  of  the  absence  from  the  state 
of  the  latter.  In  this  case  the  statute  pro- 
vided that  "if,  when  the  cause  of  action  snail 
accrue  against  any  person,  he  shall  be  out 
of  the  state,  ^uch  action  may  be  commenced 
within  the  terms  herein  respectively  limit- 
ed, after  the  return  of  such  person  into  this 
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86  Pac.  160;  Denny  t.  Palmer,  26  Wash. 
409,  00  Am.  St.  Rep.  766.  67  Pac.  208; 
Colonial  &  V.  S.  Mortg.  Co.  v.  Northwest 
Thresher  Co.  14  N.  D.  147,  70  L.R.A.  814, 
116  Am.  St.  Rep.  642,  103  N.  W.  015,  8  A. 
&  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1160;  Colonial  &  U.  S.  Murtg. 
Co.  V.  Flemington,  14  N.  D.  181,  110  Am. 
St.  Rep.  670,  103  N.  W.  029;  Cook  v.  Union 
Trust  Co.  (Cook  v.  Bramel)  106  Ky.  803,  45 
L.R.A.  212,  51  S.  W.  600;  Carson  v.  Coch- 
ran, 52  Minn.  67,  63  N.  W.  1130;  Heyer  v. 
Pruyn,  7  Paige,  405,  34  Am.  Dec.  355;  Plant 
V.  Shryock,  62  Miss.  821,  10  Enc.  PI.  &.  Pr. 
2  ed.  pp.  316,  316;  Hughes  v.  Edwards,  9 
Wheat.  489,  6  L.  ed.  142. 
Mr.  C.  S.  Patterson,  for  respondents: 
The  plaintiffs,  having  lost  their  right  to 
a  foreclosure  of  their  mortgage,  were  not 


entitled  to  a  personal  judgment  against  Qie 
maker  of  the  note. 

Donaldson  v.  Grant,  15  Utah,  240,  49 
Pac.  779. 

The  fact  that  the  trial  court,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  plaintiffs,  made  additionil 
findings  of  fact,  did  not  extend  the  time 
within  which  aa  appeal  might  be  taken. 

Dillon  Implement  Co.  v.  Cleavelaad,  32 
Utah,  7,  88  Pac  670 ;  Fisher  v.  Emerson,  15 
Utah,  617,  50  Pac.  619;  Clawson  v.  Wallace, 
16  Utah,  300,  62  Pac.  9;  KlopensUne  t. 
Hays,  20  Utah,  45,  57  Pac.  712. 

Frick,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  case  was  heard  and  submitted  at  a 
former  term  of  this  court,  and  on  Xovember 


state;  and  if,  after  such  cause  of  action 
shall  have  accrued,  such  person  shall  depart 
from  and  reside  out  of  this  state,  or  remain 
continuously  absent  therefrom  for  the  space 
of  one  year  or  more,  the  time  of  his  absence 
shall  not  be  deemed  or  taken  as  any  part 
of  the  time  limited  for  the  commencement 
of  such  action."  Upon  it  being  contended 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  mortgagor  departed 
from  the  state  after  the  right  of  action 
Against  him  had  accrued,  and  remained  ab- 
sent, the  right  of  action  would  not  be  barred 
l)y  the  statute,  the  court  said :  "We  cannot 
Accept  this  view,  for  it  is  manifest,  from  the 
^rords  which  we  have  italicized  in  the  fore- 
going quotation  from  the  Code,  that  the 
provisions  of  that  section  relate  only  to  the 
absentee,  and  have  no  reference  whatever  to 
eny  other  person  who  may  be  liable  to  suit 
even  upon  the  same  cause  of  action,  accru- 
ing at  the  same  time.  Otherwise,  if  two 
persons  should  sign  a  joint  and  several 
promissory  note,  and  one  of  them  should 
leave  the  state  and  never  return,  the  other 
could  never  plead  the  statute  of  limitations 
to  an  action  brought  for  the  breach  of  the 
contract  evidenced  by  the  note.  This  cer- 
tainly could  not  have  been  the  intention  of 
the  legislature,  and,  in  our  judgment,  the 
language  used  in  the  section  does  not  re- 
quire, but,  on  the  contrary,  forbids,  such 
a  construction.  Here,  however,  the  case  is 
still  stronger,  for  the  cause  of  action  against 
Wheeler  [mortgagor]  is  not  the  same  as 
against  McMaster  [purchaser],  and  did  not 
accrue  at  the  same  time.  We  do  not  think, 
therefore,  that  because  Wheeler  is  debarred 
from  pleading  the  statute,  that  McMaster 
would  be  also." 

Another  case  holding  that  a  grantee  of 
mortgaged  premises  who  is  not  obliged  to 
pay  the  debt  secured  is  not  precluded  from 
pleading  the  statute  of  limitations  against 
foreclosure  by  the  fact  that  the  mortgagor 
has  been  continuously  absent  from  the  state, 
so  that  as  to  him  the  limitation  period  has 
not  run,  is  George  v.  Butler,  26  Wash.  456, 
57  L.R.A.  396,  90  Am.  St.  Rep.  756,  67  Pac. 
263. 

Other  cases  holding  to  the  same  effect  are 
Watt  v.  Wricrht,  60  Cal.  202,  5  Pac.  91;  Fili- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


pini  v.  Trobock,  134  Cal.  441,  66  Pac.  587: 
Paine  v.  Dodds,  14  N.  D.  189,  116  Am.  St 
Rep.  674,  103  N.  W.  931;.  Bush  v.  White,  85 
Mo.  339;  Denny  v.  Palmer,  26  Wash.  469, 
90  Am.  St.  Rep.  766,  67  Pac.  268 ;  Bovcr  t. 
Price,  45  Wash.  667,  88  Pac.  HOG. 

And  see  Graves  v.  Seifried,  31  Utah,  203. 
87  Pac.  674,  sufficiently  set  out  and  reviewed 
in  BoucoFSKi  v.  Jacobsen. 

In  Brandenstein  v.  Johnson,  140  Cat.  29, 
73  Pac.  744,  it  was  held  that  while  a  mnrt- 
gagor'a  absence  from  the  state  would  sus- 
pend the  running  of  the  statute  of  limiu- 
tions  as  against  the  foreclosure  of  the  mort- 
gage, at  least,  as  between  him  and  the  mort- 
gagee, the  statute  would  not  thereby  be  sus- 
pended as  against  the  right  of  holders  of 
subsequent  judgment  Uens,  but  such  liei 
holders,  after  the  time  limited  has  elapseil, 
may  enforce  their  liens  as  superior  and  par- 
amount to  the  lien  of  the  mortgage. 

A  case  closely  related  to  the  above  is  Fow- 
ler v.  Wood,  78  Hun,  304,  28  N.  Y.  Supp. 
976  (affirmed  on  opinion  below  in  150  N.  ¥■ 
584,  44  N.  E.  1124).  In  this  case  the  ques- 
tion arose  whether  the  absence  from  tlie 
state  of  one  who  had  given  a  bond  for  the 
payment  of  a  debt  would  have  the  effect  of 
tolling  the  statute  of  limitations  aa  against 
foreclosure  proceedings  against  one  who  ex- 
ecuted a  mortgage  as  collateral  security, 
and  who,  it  appeared,  remained  in  the  stale. 
The  court  took  occasion  to  say:  "Nothing 
appears  in  the  evidence  to  arrest  the  opera- 
tion of  the  statute  as  to  the  appellant  ex- 
cept the  fact  that,  before  the  expiration  of 
twenty  years,  Ferris  removed  from  the  state. 
This  act  suspended  the  running  of  the  stat- 
ute as  against  him.  Whether  it  also  sna- 
pended  the  statute  as  to  the  cause  of  ac- 
tion against  the  owner  of  the  mortgaged 
property  is  a,  question  that,  so  far  as  my 
examination  goes,  has  not,  prior  to  this  case, 
been  decided  in  this  state.  ,  .  .  The 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure  provides  (S  381) 
that  an  action  upon  a  sealed  instrument 
must  be  commenced  within  twenty  years 
after  the  cause  of  action  accrued;  but  if, 
after  a  cause  of  action  has  accrued  against 
the  person,  he  departs  from  the  state,  etc., 
the  time  of  his  absence  is  not  a  part  of  the 
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1,  1908,  we  filed  an  opinion  in  tlie  case  by 
which  the  judgment  refusing  a  foreclosure 
of  appellants'  mortgage  was  affirmed  and 
the  judgment  in  favor  of  respondent  Jacob- 
■en  reversed.  A  petition  for  a  rehearing 
was  filed  by  the  appellants.  Upon  a  con- 
•ideration  thereof,  we  entertained  some 
doubts  as  to  the  correctness  of  our  conclu- 
•ions,  and  granted  a  rehearin;;.  The  case 
was  again  argued  by  respective  counsel  at 
the  last  term  of  this  court.  After  reargu- 
ment,  we  have  become  convinced  that  the 
riews  expressed  by  us  in  the  former  opinion 
should  be  modified  in  some  respects,  and 
for  that  reason,  and  to  avoid  confusion, 
that  opinion  will  not  be  published,  but  this 
opinion  will  stand  and  be  published  as  the 
decision  of  the  cause. 


Before  proceeding  to  the  merits,  we  are. 
required  to  pass  upon  a  motion  to  dismiss 
the  appeal,  upon  the  alleged  ground  that  it 
was  not  taken  within  six  months  from  the 
entry  of  judgment.  The  facts  disclosed  by 
the  record  upon  which  the  motion  to  dis- 
miss is  based  are,  in  substance,  as  follows: 
The  action  is  one  to  foreclose  a  mortgage. 
The  court  made  and  filed  findings  of  fact 
and  conclusions  of  law,  and  entered  judg- 
ment thereon  on  March  16,  1907.  There- 
after, on  the  8th  day  of  June,  1907,  appel- 
lants moved  the  court  to  make  additional 
findings  of  fact  and  conclusions  of  law  in 
accordance  with  the  facts  requested  to  be 
found.  The  court  entertained  the  motioa 
of  appellants,  but  held  the  matter  under  ad- 
visement until  September  21,  1907,  when  it 


time  limited  for  the  commencement  of  the 
action.  (§401.)  ITiis  provision  very  plain- 
ly has  reference  solely  to  a  cause  of  action 
against  the  person  who  departs  from  the 
state.  It  does  not  suspend  the  operation  of 
the  statute  as  to  a  person  liable  on  the  same 
cause  of  action,  woo  continuues  to  reside 
within  the  state,  nor  was  it  intended  to  ex- 
tend the  time  generally  within  which  an  ac- 
tion might  be  brought  for  the  debt  or  the 
enforcement  of  a  security  collateral  to  the 
debt.  It  affects  the  remedy  solely  against 
the  person  who  departs  from  the  state.  The 
appellant  and  Ferris  were  both  liable  to  the 
plaintiffs,  but  their  liability  existed  upon 
separate  contracts  and  upon  separale  in- 
struments. True,  no  action  could  be  sus- 
tained on  the  mortgage  without  proof  of  the 
existence  of  the  debt,  but  a  sale  of  the  mort- 
gaged property  would  not  have  discharged 
the  bond  or  released  Ferris  from  his  lia- 
bility. In  this  respect  the  causes  of  action 
were  separate  and  distinct.  Ferris's  lia- 
bility was  personal,  while  the  appellant's 
was  confined  to  the  land  mortgaged.  Ferris 
was  not  a  necessary  party  to  a  foreclosure 
of  the  mortgage,  and  the  appellant  could 
not  be  sued  personally  for  the  debt." 

In  Denny  v.  Palmer,  supra,  the  general 
rule  was  somewhat  modified  by  the  hold- 
ing that  the  grantee  of  the  mortgaged 
S remises  was  estopped  from  setting  up  the' 
ar  of  the  statute  of  limitations  when  it 
appeared  that  he  neglected  to  put  his  deed 
on  record  until  after  the  bringmg  of  action 
against  the  mortgagor  for  foreclosure,  and 
that  the  mortgagee  had  no  notice,  actual  or 
constructive,  of  the  conveyance.  This  caused 
the  court  in  Boyer  v.  Price,  supra,  after 
holding  that  the  absence  from  the  state  of 
the  mortgagor  did  not  suspend  the  running 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  in  favor  of 
his  grantee,  although  the  latter  had  not 
held  title  during  the  entire  statutory  period, 
to  say  that  in  cases  where  the  purchaser 
had  not  held  for  the  statutory  period,  it 
might  be  that,  should  the  mortgagee  com- 
mence an  action  to  foreclose  within  a  rea- 
sonable time  after  the  acquisition  of  the 
title  by  the  purchaser,  the  latter  would  be 
estopped  from  pleading  the  statute. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


It  will  be  noted  that  in  the  above  cases 
it  is  assumed  that  the  absence  from  th» 
state  of  the  mortgagor  would  toll  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations  as  to  him  in  an  action 
for  the  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage.  And 
it  is  readily  seen  that  it  is  only  such  cases 
as  these  that  are  properly  within  the  scape 
of  this  note,  for  if  it  be  held  that  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations  would  not  be  tolled  by 
the  mortgagor's  absence  from  the  state,  even 
as  against  an  action  for  the  foreclosure  of 
the  mortgage,  brought  against  him,  there 
could  at  least  be  no  greater  reason  for  hold- 
ing that  the  statute  would  be  tolled  against 
his  grantee,  who  was  within  the  state. 

A  case  of  this  nature,  and  thus  not  strict- 
ly within  the  scope  of  this  note,  but  often 
cited  with  the  above  cases,  is  Anderson  v. 
Baxter,  4  Or.  105,  where  the  absence  of  the 
mortgagor  was  held  not  to  toll  the  statute 
of  limitations  so  as  to  prevent  a  successor 
of  the  mortgagor  from  relying  thereon  in  a 
foreclosure  proceeding,  because  the  action 
was  in  rem  and  the  statute  applied  only  to 
actions  in  personam. 

Another  case  often  cited,  but  subject  to 
the  same  criticism,  is  Peters  v.  Dunnells,  5 
Neb.  460.  i 

The  last  case  and  the  Anderson  Case  wero 
expressly  disapproved  in  the  Thresher  Com- 
pany Case,  supra. 

In  Eubanks  t.  Leveridge,  4  Sawy.  274, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  4,544,  a  case  arising  in  Ore- 
gon, the  court,  following  the  Anderson  Case, 
reached  the  same  conclusion. 

Opposed  to  the  cases  first  above  set  out 
are  thoee  cases  wherein  it  is  held  that  the 
mortgage  is  a  mere  incident  of  the  debt; 
that  it  survives  until  the  debt  is  paid  or 
discharged;  and  that  its  functions  termi- 
nate when  the  debt  is  discharged,  or,  by 
operation  of  law,  may  no  longer  be  enforced, 
and  not  before.  These  cases  naturally  hold 
that  the  absence  from  the  state  of  the  mort- 
gagor does  toll  the  statute  of  limitationa 
as  against  an  action  brought  for  the  fore- 
closure of  the  mortgage,  even  where  such 
action  is  brought  against  a  purchaser  from 
the  mortgagor. 

Among  such  cases  are  Clinton  County  v. 
Cox,  37  Iowa,  570;  Brown  v.  Rockhold,  4& 
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.allowed  the  additional  facts  knd  made  them 
a  part  of  the  findings  in  the  case,  but  re- 
fused to  allow  the  additional  conclusions  of 
law.  No  motion  for  a  new  trial  was  made 
in  the  court  below.  The  notice  of  appeal 
was  served  and  filed  on  March  8,  1008.  It 
is  contended  by  respondent  Salt  Lake  Invest- 
ment Company  that,  in  the  absence  of  a 
motion  for  a  new  trial,  the  judgment  be- 
came and  remained  final  from  the  date  of 
its  entry,  to  wit,  March  16,  1907,  and,  as 
the  appeal  was  not  taken  within  six  months 
from  that  date,  the  appeal  is  of  no  effect, 
and  should  be  dismissed.  Upon  the  other 
band,  appellants'  counsel  insists  that,  pend- 
ing the  motion  for  additional  findings  and 
conclusions  of  law,  the  judgment  was  not 
final  for  the  purposes  of  an  appeal,  and  that 
ft  did  not  become  so  until  the  court  either 
allowed  or  disallowed  the  additional  findings 
and  conclusions  of  law.  It  is  contended 
that,  while  the  question  whether  additional 
findings  and  conclusions  of  law  should  be 
made  or  not  was  pending,  the  judgment  was 
subject  to  be  chang^ed  by  the  court,  and 
hence  not  a  final  nor  an  appealable  judg- 
ment. Respondents'  counsel  answers  this 
contention  by  the  assertion  that  the  court 
had  no  authority  to  entertain  the  motion, 
nor  to  allow  or  make  additional  findings 
of  fact  or  conclusions  of  law  after  the  entry 
of  judgment,  and  therefore  the  judgment 
was  final,  notwithstanding  the  pendency  of 
the  motion  of  appellants.  Section  3168,  Rev. 
Stat.  1898,  was  amended  by  chapter  150,  p. 


228,  Laws  1907,  which  amendment  axpress- 
ly  authorized  the  trial  court  to  do  jnst 
what  was  done  in  this  case.  While  counsel 
for  respondents  does  not  question  the  oonrt's 
authority  to  make  additicmal  findings  of 
fact  and  conclusions  of  law  as  provided  by 
the  amendment  referred  to,  he  insists  that 
the  amendment  cannot  be  applied  to  this 
case,  for  the  reason  tluit  the  original  judg- 
ment was  entered  on  March  16,  1907,  while 
the  amendment  did  not  go  into  effect  until 
March  26th  of  the  same  year.  Waiving  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  court  had  the 
inherent  power  to  entertain  a  motion  for 
additional  findings  of  fact  and  conclusions 
of  law  after  the  entry  of  the  judgment  dur- 
ing the  term  at  which  it  was  entered,  or 
while  the  action  remained  pending  ia  that 
court,  as  hereafter  stated,  we  have  no  doubt 
the  court  had  the  power  to  entertain  the 
motion  in  this  case,  in  view  of  the  amend- 
ment referred  to.  While  it  is  true  that  a 
party's  rights  in  a  judgment,  as  a  general 
rule,  may  not  be  affected  by  legislative  acts 
passed  or  which  become  effective  after  the 
entry  of  judgment,  the  rule  does  not  app^r 
to  laws  which  are  merely  remedial,  and 
which  only  affect  matters  of  procedure  or 
practice.  The  amendment  in  no  way  af- 
fected respondents'  rights  in  the  judgment. 
The  only  way  that  respondents  were  affected 
was  by  extending  the  right  of  appeal  to  ap- 
pellants while  the  motion  to  amend  the  find- 
ings and  conclusions  was  pending.  The  leg- 
islature, within  proper  limits,  might  have 


Iowa,  iSZ;  Robertson  v.  Stuhlmiller,  93 
Iowa,  326,  61  N.  W.  988. 

In  Waterson  v.  Kirk  wood,  17  Kan.  9,  it 
was  held,  disapproving  Wood  v.  Goodfel- 
low,  43  Cal.  185,  that  the  grantee  of  a  mort- 
gagor could  not  plead  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions so  as  to  bar  an  action  for  the  fore- 
closure of  the  mortgage,  where  it  appeared 
that,  soon  after  the  conveyance  of  bis  in- 
terest, the  mortgagor  left  the  state.  The 
court  said:  "The  grounds  upon  which  a 
majority  of  this  court  hold  that  Waterson 
and  Edwards  cannot  plead  the  statute  of 
limitations  are  as  follows:  Waterson  and 
Edwards  have  merely  succeeded  to  the  rights 
of  PearsoU.  They  stand  in  his  shoes.  They 
have  got  just  what  he  would  have  if  he  had 
not  transferred  his  interest  in  the  land  to 
them.  They  have  nothing  more  than  he  at 
any  time  had  the  right  to  transfer  to  them. 
The  stream  has  not  arisen  and  cannot  rise 
higher  than  the  fountain,  nor  can  they,  by 
their  purchase  of  Fearsoll's  interest  in  the 
land,  cast  additional  burdens  and  inconven- 
iences upon  the  holder  of  the  mortgage.  And 
therefore,  as  Pearsoll  has  never  obtained 
or  had  the  right  to  plead  the  statute  of 
limitations,  his  grantees,  Waterson  and  Ed- 
wards, have  no  such  right." 

A  case  of  interest  in  this  connection  is 
Falwell  V.  Hening,  78  Tex.  278,  14  S.  W. 
(113,  where  it  vras  held  that  the  absence  from 
26  L.RJ^.(N.S.) 


the  state  of  the  maker  of  a  vendor's  lien 
suspends  the  statute  as  well  against  the 
lien  as  against  the  indebtedness;  and  that 
a  purchaser  from  the  vendee  could  not  avoid 
the  lien  by  limitations  while  the  debt  and 
lien  are  valid  against  the  original  vendee. 

The  court  in  the  Thresher  Company  Case, 
after  stating  the  proposition  upon  which  the 
reasoning   of   these   cases   was  based,   and 
which  led  to  the  conclusion  reached,  said: 
"The  fallacy  in  this  proposition  is  patent. 
It  is  true  that  the  mortgage  is  a  mere  in- 
cident to  the  debt, — ^"a  convoy  bearing  a  lien 
for  the  protection  of  the  debt.'     It  is  also 
true  that   the  extinguishmest  of  the  debt 
also  extinguishes  the  mortgage.     It  is  not 
true,  however,  that,  when  the  personal  lia- 
bility for  the  debt  is  no  longer  enforceable, 
by  reason  of  the  statute  of  umitations,  the 
functions  of  the  mortgage  terminate.    It  is 
not  true,  because  the  fact  that  the  statu- 
tory defense  is  available  to  the  debtor  does 
not  extinguish  the  debt.    It  merely  bars  the 
remedy  to  enforce  the  personal  liability,  and 
leaves  the  debt  in  existence.    Consequently, 
so  long  as  the  debt  is  not  extinguished,  the 
mortgage  exists,  and  is  enforceable  until  the 
remedies  to  enforce  the  lien  are  also  barred 
by  the  lapse  of  time  within  which  the  stat- 
utes require  them  to  be  invoked.    The  stat- 
ute of  limitations  operates  on  the  remedy 
only.     That  being  the  effect  and  uperatioa 
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extended  this  right  directly.  In  any  event, 
the  amendment  related  to  a  matter  of  pro- 
cedure merely,  and  this  would  apply  to  all 
pending  actions  unless  limited  to  future  ac- 
tions. In  2  Lewis's  Sutherland,  Stat. 
Constr.  §  674,  the  author  says:  "Where 
«  new  statute  deals  with  procedure  only, 
prima  facie,  it  applies  to  all  actions, — those 
which  have  accrued  or  are  peqding,  and  fu- 
ture actions."  Further  on  in  tlie  same  ses- 
tion  it  is  said:  "A  remedy  may  be  provid- 
ed for  existing  rights,  and  new  remedies  add- 
ed to  or  substituted  for  tliose  which  exist. 
Every  case  must,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
depend  on  its  own  circumstances.  General 
words  in  remedial  statutes  may  be  applied 
to  past  transactions  and  pending  cases,  ac- 
cording to  all  indications  of  legislative  in- 
tent, and  this  may  be  greatly  influenced  by 
considerations  of  convenience,  reasonable- 
ness, and  justice."  In  $  686.  of  the  same 
volume  it  is  said:  "Statutes  enacted  to  pro- 
mote and  facilitate  the  administration  of 
justice  are  prominent  in  the  category  of 
remedial  statutes."  Section  3490,  Comp. 
Laws  1907,  provides:  "An  action  is  deemed 
to  be  peiidfng  from  the  time  of  its  com- 
mencement until  its  final  determination  up- 
on appeal,  or  until  the  time  for  appeal  has 
passed,  unless  the  judgment  is  sooner  satis- 
fied." This  action  was  therefore  pending 
when  the  act  amending  §  3168  went  into  ef- 
fect; and,  as  such  amendment  pertained 
merely  to  a  matter  of  procedure,  we  are 
clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  amendment 


applied  to  this  as  well  as  to  all  other  pend- 
ing actions.  Moreover,  the  right  to  an  ap- 
peal is  a  constitutional,  as  well  as  a  valu- 
able, right,  and  ought  not  to  be  denied  ex- 
cept where  it  is  clear  the  right  does  not 
exist,  or  has  been  lost  or  abandoned.  The 
motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  is  therefore  de- 
nied. 

In  proceeding  to  the  merits,  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  refer  to  the  pleadings  and  find- 
ings. The  action  was  commenced  July  14, 
1905,  and  the  appellants,  in  substance,  al- 
leged in  their  complaint  that  on  September 
5,  1804,  the  defendant  Estlier  Cohen  Jacob- 
sen  executed  and  delivered  her  promissory 
note  for  (612,  payable  in  one  year  to  the 
order  of  Lewis  P.  Kelsey  and  James  K. 
Gillespie;  that  to  secure  the  payment  there- 
of the  maker  made  and  delivered  to  the 
payees  a  mortgage  upon  certain  premises  in 
Salt  Lake  City ;  that  appellants  are  the  own- 
ers of  said  note  and  mortgage;  that  short- 
ly after  said  note  matured,  the  payer,  Es- 
ther Cohen  Jacobsen,  departed  from  the 
state  of  Utah,  and  remained  a  nonresident 
thereof  and  absent  therefrom  continuously 
for  a  period  of  five  years;  that  no  part  of 
said  note  was  paid ;  that  the  respondent  Salt 
Lake  Investment  Company  claims  some 
rights  to  or  interest  in  the  mortgaged 
premises,  but  that  its  right  or  claim  is 
junior  and  inferior  to  appellants'  right.  Ap- 
pellants prayed  for  judgment  for  the 
amount  of  the  note  with  interest,  and  for 
a  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage  and  a  sale 


of  the  statute,  it  follows  that  the  remedy 
agaiiist  the  debtor  on  his  personal  liability 
may  be  barred  by  lapse  of  time,  and  yet 
the  remedy  upon  the  mortgage  remain  avail- 
able; and  it  is  likewise  apparent  that  the 
converse  is  true;  the  remedy  for  the  en- 
forcement of  the  mortgage  may  be  barred 
although  an  action  at  law  against  the  debtor 
is  still  maintainable.  The  decisions  in  Kan- 
sas, Iowa,  and  Texas  are  erroneous,  because 
those  courts  have  misapplied  the  doctrine 
that  a  mortgage  is  a  mere  incident  of  the 
debt  it  secures.  It  is  true  that,  by  reason 
of  this  relationship  of  the  mortgage  to  the 
debt,  anything  that  operates  to  extinguish 
the  latter  necessarily  discharges  the  former, 
because  the  incident  cannot  survive  the  prin- 
cipal. The!<e  courts,  however,  fail  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  itself  and  the  absence  or  loss  of  a  rem- 
«dy  to  enforce  the  personal  liability  for  it. 
The  failure  to  make  the  distinction  is  ap- 
parently due  to  the  fact  that  those  courts 
have  assumed  .  .  .  that,  because  the 
mortgage  is  an  incident  to  the  debt,  there- 
fore the  remedy  to  enforce  the  lien  was  also 
*  mere  incident  or  part  of  the  remedy  or 
cause  of  action  against  the  debtor  to  en- 
force his  personal  liability.  This  reasoning, 
and  the  propositions  upon  which  it  rests, 
are  in  direct  conflict  witn  the  overwhelming 
weijrht  of  authority." 
26  E.R.A.(N.S.) 


Another  case  of  this  nature  is  Richey  v. 
Sinclair,  167  111.  184,  47  N.  E.  364,  when 
the  court  said  that  so  long  as  the  debt  was 
not  barred,  the  mortgagee  was  entitled  to 
foreclose  the  mortgage  against  the  mort- 
gagor or  his  grantees.  This  case  was  dis- 
tinguished in  the  Thresher.  Company  Case 
on  the  ground  that  in  Illinois,  at  that  time, 
at  leas^  a  mortgage  was  regarded  as  a  con- 
veyance of  an  estate  in  land,  defeasible  only 
by  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt.  And 
second,  that  the  statute  of  limitations  was 
regarded  as  creating  a  presumption  of  pay- 
ment or  release  of  the  debt  by  lapse  of  time, 
and  hence  that  the  neglect  of  the  creditor 
to  commence  an  action  to  recover  his  debt 
within  the  statutory  period  was  presumptive 
evide'tace  that  the  debt  was  extinguished. 
The  court  said  it  followed  as  a  necessary 
con8eq,uence  that,  if  the  debt  was  extin- 
guished, the  mortgagee's  estate  was  like- 
wise extinguished;  and  conversely,  if  the 
debt  was  not  extinguished,  the  mortgagee's 
title  was  not  defeated. 

And  see,  in  connection  with  this  case,  the 
dissenting  opinion  of  Justice  Young  in  the 
Thresher  Company  Case. 

As  to  effect  of  statutory  bar  of  principal 
debt  on  the  right  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  or 
deed  of  trust  securing  the  same,  sec  sul>- 
ject  note  to  Kulp  v.  Kulp,  21  L.R.A.  650. 
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of  the  mortgaged  premisi-s.  Personal  aerv- 
ice'was  had  upon  all  the  defendants,  and 
all  of  them  appeared  by  filing  a  joint 
answer,  hut  the  Salt  Lake  Iiivestment  Com- 
pany (hereafter  styled  respondent)  alone 
seems  to  have  appeared  at  the  trial  and  de- 
fended the  action.  The  joint  answer,  after 
making  certain  admissions,  set  forth  the  fol- 
lowing defenses:  (1)  That  the  appellants 
were  not  the  owners  cf  the  note  in  ques- 
tion; (2)  that  the  premises  had  been  sold 
for  taxes,  and  that  respondent  had  acquired 
a  tax  deed  for  the  same;  (3)  that  the  ac- 
tion was  barred  by  virtue  of  subdivision  2, 
§  2875,  Rev.  Stat.  1898,  which  provides  that 
an  action  upon  an  instrument  in  writing 
must  be  commenced  within  six  years  after 
the  cause  of  action  accrues;  and  (4)  that 
on  the  5th  day  of  July,  1005,  in  an  action 
theretofore  commenced  and  pending  in  Salt 
Lake  county  against  said  Ksther  Cohen 
Jacobsen,  the  respondent  obtained  a  judg- 
ment and  decree  by  which  the  title  to  said 
premises,  as  against  said  Estlier  Cohen 
Jacobsen,  was  quieted  in  respondent.  Ap- 
pellants filed  a  reply  in  which  the  affirma- 
tive allegations  of  the  answer  are  denied. 
The  court,  in  substance,  found  that  the  note 
and  mortgage  were  executed  and  delivered 
as  alleged;  that  appellants  are  the  owners 
thereof;  that  no  payments  had  been  made 
thereon;  that  the  payer,  Ksther  Cohen  Jacob- 
sen,  shortly  after  said  note  became  due,  in 
the  fall  of  1895,  rano\ed  from  the  state  of 
Utah,  and  has,  since  such  removal,  been  a 
nonresident  thereof,  and  for  more  than  five 
years  was  absent  therefrom;  that  on  the 
25th  day  of  February,  1897,  the  respondent 
obtained  a  tax  deed  for  said  premises  for 
delinquent  taxes  for  the  year  1894,  and  that 
on  July  6,  190S,  in  an  action  theretofore 
commenced  and.  pending  in  Salt  Lake  coun- 
ty, Utah,  wherein  respondent  was  plaintiff 
and  said  Esther  Cohen  Jacobsen,  the  maker 
of  said  note,  was  defendant,  the  respondent 
obtained  a  decree  quieting  the  title  to  said 
mortgaged  premises  in  respondent  as  against 
said  Esther  Cohen  Jacobsen.  As  a  conclu- 
sion of  law  the  court  found  that  the  action 
was  barred  generally,  and  entered  judgment 
in  favor  of  respondent  and  against  all  of  the 
appellants  for  costs,  and  refused  to  enter 
a  judgment  of  foreclosure,  and  also  refused 
a  personal  judgment  against  said  Esther 
Cohen  Jacobsen  upon  said  note,  from  which 
judgment  this  appeal  is  prosecuted. 

Appellants  have  assigned  numerous  er- 
rors, but  rely  principally  upon  the  follow- 
ing: (1)  That  the  court  erred  in  not  finding 
as  conclusions  of  law  that  the  plaintiffs  were 
entitled  to  a  decree  of  foreclosure;  (2)  that 
they  were  entitled  to  a  personal  judgment 
against  Esther  Cohen  Jacobsen  for  the 
amount  due  on  the  note;  and  (3)  that  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


court  erred  in  its  conclusions  of  lav  in 
holding  the  action  barred  generally,  loj 
further,  that  the  court  erred  in  entering 
judgment  in  favor  of  respondents  and 
against  the  appellants,  and  in  not  entering 
judgment  in  accordance  with  the  requested 
conclusions  of  law  as  indicated  above. 

Referring  ^o  the  last  assignment  first,  at 
remark  that  this  court  is  committed  to  the 
doctrine  that  any  person  who  claims  titK< 
to,  or  interest  in,  or  a  lien  upon,  any  real 
estate,  may  invoke  the  aid  of  the  statute  of 
limitations  as  against  a  claimant  whne 
claim  is  prior  in  time  to  the  person  invoking 
the  aid  of  the  statute,  when  the  prior  claim 
has  been  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
'tions.  Graves  v.  Seifried,  31  Utah,  203,  87 
Pac.  674.  Counsel  for  appellants  contondi 
that  the  decision  just  referred  to  goes  to) 
far,  in  that  it  permits  a  junior  claimant  ts 
invoke  the  aid  of  the  statute  so  as  to  de- 
feat the  action  against  a  debtor  in  a  cas.> 
where  the  running  of  the  statute  has  been 
suspended  against  him  by  reason  of  liis  ib- 
sence  from  the  state.  The  view  contended 
for  by  counsel  seems  to  be  the  view  tbiii 
was  .taken  by  the  trial  court,  and  hence  « 
judgment  was  denied  as  against  the  debtor 
upon  the  sole  ground  that  the  action  was 
barred,  not  only  as  against  respondents 
claim,  but  likewise  as  against  the  debtor, 
although  the  court  found  that  the  original 
debtor  had  been  a  nonresident  of  and  absent 
from  the  state  ever  since  the  cause  of  action 
had  accrued.  It  was  not  held  in  Graves  t. 
Seifried,  supra,  that  because  an  action  is 
barred  in  favor  of  a  junior  claimant,  it  U 
likewise  barred  in  favor  of  a  debtor.  This 
question  was  not  presented  in  that  cai^. 
and  hence  not  decided.  Indeed,  on  page  212 
of  31  Utah,  Mr.  Justice  Straup,  in  refer- 
ring to  the  bar  of  the  statute  so  far  as  it 
affected  the  note,  said :  "It  may  be  assumed 
that  the  acticm  on  the  face  of  the  note  is 
not  barred."  If  the  action  was  not  barred 
as  against  the  note,  which  was  only  evidenre 
of  the  debt,  then  the  action  to  recover  such 
debt  could  not  have  been  barred  as  between 
the  debtor  and  creditor.  Counsel  for  appel- 
lants, however,  insists  tiiat  in  any  event  the 
bar  of  the  statute  can  be  invoked  by  the 
junior  claimant  only  to  the  extent  of  his 
lien  on  the  property.  In  other  words,  the 
junior  claimant  may  invoke  the  aid  of  the 
statute  Bo  as  to  postpone  the  senior  lien,  if 
barred  by  the  statute,  to  that  of  the  junior 
lien,  and  when  the  junior  lien  has  been  satis- 
fied out  of  the  property,  the  surplus,  if  any, 
must  be  applied  in  satisfaction  of  the  senior 
or  barred  lien.  This  contention  is  based  up- 
on the  equitable  principle  that,  so  long  as 
the  debt  is  not  barred  as  between  the  debtor 
and  creditor,  the  right  to  subject  the  prop- 
erty pledged  as  security  to  the  sitisfactioo 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1909. 


BOUCOFSKI  V.  JACOBSEN. 


905 


of  the  debt  is  not  lost.  This,  no  doubt,  is 
sound  equitable  doctrine,  and  in  some  state; 
is  enforced  not  only  as  between  the  debtor 
and  creditor,  but  also  as  between  the  senior 
and  junior  claimants,  if  tlie  junior  claimant 
had  either  actual  or  constructive  notice  of 
the  senior  lien  upon  the  property. 

Kemdt  v.  Porterfleld,  66  Iowa,  412,  9  N. 
W.  322;  First  Nat  Bank  v.  Woodman,  93 
Iowa,  668,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  287,  62  N.  W. 
28,  and  Riehey  v.  Sinclair,  167  111.  184,  47 
N.  E.  364,  are  cases  which  illustrate  the 
diM-trine,  and  apply  the  principle  as  between 
the  claimants  so  lonfc.as  the  debt  is  not 
barred  a^inst  the  debtor.  Other  courts, 
however,  apply  a  different  rule,  as  appears 
from  the  cases  cited  by  Mr.  Justice  Straup 
in  Graves  v.  Seifried,  siipra.  But  in  decid- 
ing that  case,  this  court  was  not  called  to 
paHii  upon  the  rights  of  different  claimants 
of  the  property,  or  the  effect  the  statute  of 
limitations  might  have  with  respect  to  their 
interests.  All  that  was  presented  in  that 
(Mfj  was  whether  a  subsequent  claimant 
i-ould  invoke  the  aid  of  the  bar  of  the  stat- 
ute as  against  a  prior  one,  and  all  that  was 
decided  was  that  the  subsequent  claimant 
could  invoke  the  statute  to  protect  his  in- 
terest or  claim  in  or  to  the  property  con- 
stituting the  subject  of  the  action.  The 
i|ue»tiiin8  with  respect  to  the  effect  of  the 
statute  of  limitations  as  between  different 
claimants,  and  when  and  under  what  cir- 
cumstances the  statute  may  be  invoked  by 
different  claimants,  and  what,  if  any,  effect 
the  extension  of  the  time  of  payment  by  the 
original  mortgagee  to  the  mortgagor,  or  the 
tolling  of  the  statute  through  the  mort- 
gagor's absence  from-  the  state,  has  upon 
the  various  claimants,  now  arisen  for  the 
first  time.  Upon  this  question  the  courts 
are  in  apparent  conflict,  some  enforcing  one 
rule,  some  another.  Where  it  is  held  that 
a  junior  claimant  takes  subject  to  all  prior 
c-laims  of  which  he  had  actual  or  con- 
structive notice,  and  continues  so  to  hold 
until  the  prior  claim  is  barred  against  the 
original  debtor,  there  is  but  little  difficulty 
in  determining  the  junior  claimant's  rights. 
So  long  as  the  prior  claim  is  enturceable  as 
against  the  original  debtor,  it  is  equally  en- 
forceable as  against  the  junior  claimant,  in 
so  far  as  it  affects  his  claim.  Many  of  the 
courts  now  enforce  the  rule,  however,  that  a 
junior  claimant  may  invoke  the  aid  of  the 
-tatute  notwithstanding  the  debt  is  not 
barred  as  against  the  original  debtor.  But 
even  among  those  courts  there  is  some  di- 
versity of  opinion,  and  the  results  reached 
by  them  do  not  always  square  with  the  rule 
u|>on  which  the  results  are  apparently  based. 
This,  however,  it  seems  to  us,  arises  largely 
from  the  fact  that  some  courts  follow  the 
rule  to  a  certain  extent,  and  in  a  particular 
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case,  for  what  to  them  seemD  a  good  reason, 
depart  from  it  in  favor  of  some  rule  adopted 
by  some  other  court,  while  others  follow  the 
rule  to  its  logical  conclusion  in. all  cases 
where  it  can  be  applied.  The  weight  of  au- 
thority undoubtedly  is  to  the  effect  that, 
before  anyone  else  has  acquired  an  interest 
in  the  mortgaged  property,  the  first  mort- 
gagee may,  by  agreement  with  the  mort- 
gagor, extend  the  time  of  payment,  or  may 
receive  any  payment  or  new  promise  which 
has  the  effect  of  reviving  the  debt  or  extend- 
ing the  time  of  payment,  and  such  ex- 
tensions will  be  binding  upon  any  subse- 
quent claimant.  No  such  extension,  how- 
ever, will,  without  his  consent,  affect  the 
right  of  the  junior  claimant  to  successfully 
interpose  the  bar  of  the  statute  if  such  ex- 
tensions are  made  after  he  has  acquired  his 
interest  in  the  mortgaged  premises,  and  of 
which  the  first  mortgagee  had  either  actual 
or  constructive  notice.  As  we  have  said,  we 
are  committed  to  the  doctrine  that  a  subse- 
quent claimant  may  invoke  the  bar  of  the 
statute  as  against  a  prior  claimant.  The 
question,  therefore,  is,  under  what  circum- 
stances and  to  what  extent  may  he  do  sot 

This  action  was  commenced  pursuant  to 
§  3498,  Comp.  Laws  1907,  which,  in  part, 
provides:  "There  can  be  but  one  action  for 
the  recovery  of  any  debt  or  the  enforcement 
of  any  right  secured  by  mortgage  upon  real 
estate  or  personal  property,  which  action 
must  be  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  this  chapter.  Judgment  shall  be  given 
adjudging  tjie  amount  due,  with  costs  and 
disbursements,  and  the  sale  of  the  mort- 
gaged property."  The  section  following  pro- 
vides that  a  general  execution  may  issue 
against  the  debtor  only  after  a  sale  of  the 
mortgaged  property.  Under  statutes  similar 
to  the  foregoing,  the  supreme  court  of  Cali- 
fornia has  frequently  held  that  there  is  no 
personal  liability  upon  the  part  of  the  mort- 
gagor except  after  a  sale  of  the  mortgaged 
property,  and  then  only  for  any  deficiency 
remaining  after  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
have  been  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the 
debt.  And,  further,  that  the  personal  lia- 
bility of  the  mortgagor  cannot,  without  his 
consent,  be  enforced  until  after  the  sale,  and 
for  the  deficiency  tmly.  Among  the  numer- 
ous California  cases  that  might  be  cited,  we 
refer  to  the  following:  Biddel  v.  Brizzolara, 
64  Cal.  362,  30  Pac.  609;  Brown  v.  Willis, 
67  Cal.  235,  7  Poc.  682 ;  McKean  v.  German- 
American  Sav.  Bank,  118  Cal.  334,  60  Pac. 
656. 

This  court  in  an  early  case  has  also  rec- 
ognized the  doctrine  that  there  is  but  one 
action  permitted  for  the  recovery  of  a  debt 
secured  by  mortgage.  Bacon  v.  Raybould,  4 
Utah,  357-301,  10  Pnc.  481,  11  Pac.  510. 
From  this  case  it  is  apparent  that  an  action 
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to  foreclose  a  mortgage  in  this  state  is  es- 
sentially an  action  in  rem,  and  can  be  pros- 
ecuted, just  as  successfully  upon  construc- 
tive service,  in  so  far  as  the  property  only 
is  sought  to  be  reached,  as  it  can  by  personal 
service  upon  the  mortgagor;  the  only  dif- 
ference being  that  in  case  of  constructive 
notice  merely  no  personal  judgment  in  the 
action  may  be  obtained  against  the  mort- 
gagor for  any  deficiency  that  may  exist 
after  sale,  while,  if  personal  service  is  ob- 
tained upon  him  within  the  state,  a  judg- 
ment may  be  rendered,  and  a  general  exe- 
cution issued  thereon.  But  the  fact  that  a 
personal  judgment  cannot  be  had  without 
personal  service  is  of  no  great  importance, 
since,  in  case  of  deficiency,  the  amount 
thereof  continues  as  a  subsisting  debt  owing 
by  the  nonresident  mortgagor,  and  an  action 
may  be  maintained  against  him  for  the 
amount  thereof,  and  a  judgment  obtained 
and  enforced  as  though  no  mortgage  had 
been  given.  Blumberg  v.  Birch,  99  Cal.  416, 
37  Am.  St.  Rep.  67,  34  Pac.  102.  We  have 
referred  to  these  cases  for  the  purpmse  of 
showing  that  there  is  no  valid  reason  why 
the  time  to  foreclose  the  mortgage  should 
be  extended  upon  the  ground  that  the  mort- 
gagor is  a  nonresident  of,  and  absent  from, 
the  state. 

The  rule,  therefore,  that  requires  a  first 
lien  holder  to  foreclose  his  lien  within  the 
statutory  time  as  against  a  junior  claimant 
works  no  greater  hardship  upon  the  senior 
claimant  where  the  mortgagor  is  absent 
from  the  state  than  it  does  when  he  is 
)>re8ent.  No  doubt  the  absence  of  the  mort- 
gagor tolls  the  statute  as  to  him,  but  it 
does  not  do  so  as  to  the  junior  claimant's 
interest,  who  has  a  right  to  interpose  the 
statutory  bar  against  any  claim  which  is 
adverse  to  his,  when  such  a  bar  exists.  This 
is  but  just  to  the  junior  claimant,  and,  for 
the  reasons  already  stated,  it  in  no  way  af- 
fects the  rights  of  the  senior  claimant.  The 
only  difficulty  that  can  arise  is  to  determine 
the  point  of  time  at  which  the  statute  be- 
gins to  run  in  favor  of  the  junior  claim,  and 
the  extent  to  which  the  junior  claimant  may 
invoke  the  aid  of  the  statute  in  case  the 
statute  has  been  tolled  in  favor  of  the  senior 
claimant  by  the  original  debtor's  absence 
from  the  state.  With  regard  to  the  extent 
that  a  junior  claimant  may  invoke  the  stat- 
ute, it  must  depend  upon  the  character  of 
his  interest  in  the  mortgaged  premises.  If 
he  has  acquired  the  mortgagor's  equity  of 
redemption, — that  is,  if  he  is  a  subsequent 
grantee,  or,  if  he  has  acquired  the  title  by 
operation  of  law, — no  doubt,  in  view  of  the 
statute,  he  may  do  so  to  the  full  extent  of 
his  interest;  that  is,  he  may  prevent  the 
senior  claim  from  being  made  effective  to 
any  extent  as  against  the  mortgaged  prop- 
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erty.  If,  however,  he  has  a  lien  merely,  sod 
the  equity  of  redemption  is  in  another,  or 
is  still  outstanding  in  the  mortgagor,  and 
the  right  of  action  of  the  senior  claimant  is 
not  barred  as  against  the  mortgagor,  then 
the  junior  claimant  may  invoke  the  aid  of 
the  statute  only  to  the  extent  of  protecting 
his  own  claim.  In  such  event  he  may  only 
poatpone  the  senior  claim,  and  thus  make 
the  junior  in  effect  the  senior  claim.  If 
there  be  a  surplus  arising  from  a  sale  of  the 
property  after  the  junior  claim  is  satisfied, 
the  senior,  which,  by  reason  of  the  bar  of 
the  statute,  has  become  the  junior  claim,  is 
entitled  to  this  surplus. 

The  question  as  to  when  the  statute  be- 
gins to  run  in  favor  of  the  subsequent 
grantee  or  junior  lien  claimant,  in  view  of 
the  conflicting  authorities  and  the  inherent 
equities,  is  one  not  so  easy  of  solution. 
After  a  careful  reading  of  the  decisions 
upon  the  question,  and  upon  a  full  con- 
sideration of  the  fundamental  principles  in- 
volved, we  have  arrived  at  the  following  con- 
clusions: That  the  bar  of  the  statute  may 
be  invoked  by  the  subsequent  grantee  or 
junior  lien  claimant  in  all  cases  when  the 
bar  could  be  invoked  by  the  debtor,  unless 
the  subsequent  grantee  has,  by  agrzement  or 
otherwise,  estopped  himself;  that  snch 
grantee  or  claimant  may  also  invoke  the  bar 
in  case  the  senior  claimant  has  had  either 
actual  or  constructive  notice  of  the  sub- 
sequent grant  or  lien,  although  the  right  of 
action  may  still  be  alive  as  against  the  debt- 
or, provided  the  full  period  of  time  re- 
quired by  the  statute  has  elapsed  since  the 
interest  of  the  subsequent  grantee  or  lien 
holder  was  acquired,  and  the  senior  claim- 
ant has  had  either  actual  or  constructive 
notice  of  such  interest  for  that  period  of 
time;  that  in  case  such  interest  be  acquired 
before  the  original  debt  matured,  the  statute 
in  favor  of  the  junior  claimant  begins  to 
run  from  the  time  the  right  of  action 
against  the  original  debtor  accrued;  that 
the  first  mortgagee  may  extend  the  time  of 
payment  by  agreement  with  the  debtor,  or 
may  receive  any  payment  or  new  promise 
which  will  either  extend  the  time  of  pay- 
ment or  revive  the  debt;  and  if  any  such 
agreement  or  new  promise  is  made,  exten- 
sion given,  or  payment  -received,  before  the 
interest  of  the  subsequent  grantee  or  junior 
lien  attaches,  or  before  the  senior  claimant 
has  either  actual  or  constructive  notice,  the 
agreement;  new  promise,  or  extension  will 
be  binding  upon  the  subssquent  grantee  or 
junior  lien  claimant;  but  if  these  things 
occur  after  the  interest  has  been  acquired 
and  the  senior  claimant  has  had  notice  as 
aforesaid,  such  agreement,  new  promise,  or 
extension  will  not  toll  the  statute  as  against 
the   subsequent  grantee   or    lien   claimant 
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5ritbout  his  consent;  that  after  the  subse- 
quent interest  is  acquired,  the  senior  claim- 
juit  may  not,  without  the  consent  of  the 
subsequent  claimant,  in  any  way  affect  the 
subsequent  claimant's  rights  in  the  prop- 
«rty,  except  in  so  far  as  the  law  authorizes 
this  to  be  done;  that,  upon  the  other  hand, 
■no  agreement  of  the  original  debtor  and  the 
first  mortgagee  which  affects  the  property 
is  of  any  concern  to  the  subsequent  clium- 
iant  if  entered  into  before  his  interest  at- 
tached; and  that  in  all  of  the  instances 
above  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  mort- 
.gtkgor  is  a  nonresident  of,  and  absent  from, 
the  state,  or  not,  so  far  as  the  subsequent 
■claimant  is  concerned.  Neither  the  pres- 
ence nor  the  absence  of  the  mortgagor  af- 
fects the  running  of  the  statute  as  between 
Tthe  first  mortgagee  and  a  subsequent  claim- 
tant,  but  has  the  effect  only  of  tolling  the 
statute  as  between  the  debtor  and  the  first 
mortgagee. 

The  foregoing  conclusions,  it  seems  to  us, 
are  fairly  supported  by  the  following  cases : 
Filipini  v.  Trobock,  134  Cal.  441,  66  Pac. 
687;  Hibemia  Sav.  ft  L.  Soc.  v.  Farnham, 
163  Cal.  678,  126  Am.  St.  Rep.  129,  96  Pac. 
11;  Colonial  ft  U.  S.  Mortg.  Co.  t.  North- 
west Thresher  Co.  14  N.  D.  147,  70  L.R.A. 
814,  116  Am.  St.  Rep.  646,  103  N.  W.  015, 
8  A.  &  £.  Ann.  Cas.  1160;  Paine  t.  Dodds, 
14  N.  D.  189,  116  Am.  St.  Rep.  674,  103  N. 
W.  931;  Wood  ▼.  GkMdfellow,  43  Cal.  185;, 
Cook  V.  Union  Trust  Co.  (Cook  v.  Bramel), 
106  Ky.  803,  46  L.R.A.  212,  51  S.  W.  600; 
Johnson  v.  Johnson,  81  Mo.  331 ;  Branden- 
stein  V.  Johnson,  140  Cal.  20,  73  Pac.  744; 
Frates  t.  Sears,  144  Cal.  246,  77  Pac.  905; 
De  Voe  v.  Rundle,  S3  Wash.  601,  74  Pac. 
836.  It  is  not  claimed  that  all  of  the  fore- 
going cases  pass  upon  all  the  propositions 
Advanced,  nor  that  any  one  case  does;  but 
in  all  of  them  one  or  more  of  the  proposi- 
-tions  before  stated  arc  either  enforced  or 
recognized.  The  fact  of  the  absence  of  the 
.debtor  from  the  state  is,  however,  discussed 
:and  passed  upon  in  three  of  the  foregoing 
«ases;  namely,  Filipini  v.  Trobock;  Paiiie 
▼.  Dodds,  and  Colonial  &  U.  S.  Mortg.  Co. 
■V.  Northwest  Thresher  Co.  And  we  feel 
-constrained  to  follow  the  rule  upon  that 
point  as  it  is  applied  in  those  cases.  In  the 
■other  cases  this  point  is  not  discussed,  and 
we  have  found  no  others  which  either 
-directly  discuss  or  pass  upon  it. 

As  we  understand  counsel  for  appellants, 
his  contention  is  that  nonresidcnce  of  and 
absence  from  the  state  by  the  debtor  should 
be  given  the  same  effect  in  tolling  the  stat- 
-ute  as  an  agreement  extending  the  time  ^>f 
payment,  or  a  new  promise  to  pay  the  debt, 
•or  a  part  payment  thereof,  would  have  if 
'these  things  occurred  before  the  subsequent 
interest  in  the  property  was  acquired.  A 
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mere  cursory  analysis  of  the  propositions 
above  stated  will  disclose  that  tlie  effect  of 
absence  is  practically  the  same  as  part  pay- 
ment would  be.  As  we  have  seeu,  an  ex- 
tension, new  promise,  or  part  payment,  will 
toll  the  statute  only  as  to  the  subsequent 
claimant  if  made  before  he  obtains  his 
interest.  If  made  thereafter,  the-  statute 
runs  as  to  him  precisely  as  if  no  extension 
had  been  given  or  new  promise  or  payment 
made.  This  is  based  upon  the  equitable 
principle  that  a  subsequent  claimant  takes 
hip  interest  subject  to  all  the  rights  of  the 
prior  claimant  as  those  rights  existed  when 
the  subsequent  interest  was  acquired. 
Under  our  statute,  the  mortgaged  property 
constitutes  the  primary  fund  or  thing  to 
which  the  mortgagor  must  first  resort  for  a 
discharge  of  the  debt.  He  can  have  {>ersonaI 
recourse  against  his  debtor  only  after  this 
fund  has  been  exhausted.  Until  this  is 
done,  he  has  no  personal  right  of  action 
against  the  mortgagor  unless  the  mortgagor 
consents,  thereto.  If,  therefore,  another 
acquires  some  interest  in  this  fund  which  is 
subsequent  to  his  mortgage,  such  other  is  • 
a  necessary  party  to  an  action  by  which  the 
fimd  is  sought  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
payment  of  the  prior  mortgage,  and  such  a 
party  may  invoke  any  legal  or  equitable  de- 
fense which  will  protect  his  interest  precise- 
ly the  same  as  a  prior  claimant  may  to  pro- 
tect his.  With  respect  to  each  other,  they 
are  interested  in  the  same  fund,  and  each 
may  protect  his  interest  to  the  full  extent. 
The  absence  of  the  original  debtor  from  the 
state  can  thus  have  no  effect  upon  the  re- 
spective rights  of  the  parties  to  the  fund, 
which  is  within  the  state,  and  to  which  the 
first  mortgagor  must  resort  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  claim,  in  so  far  as  it  affects  a 
subsequent  claimant.  So  far  as  it  affect) 
the  absent  debtor,  and  so  long  as  no  one 
else  has  acquired  an  interest  in  the  prop- 
erty, it  may  be  reached,  or  the  debtor  s 
interest  therein  may  bo  resorted  to  at  any 
time  within  which  the  personal  right  of 
action  exists  against  the  debtor.  But  the 
right  to  maintain  an  action  against  the 
debtor  by  reason  of  his  absence  from  the 
state  does  not  also  continue  the  right  as 
against  the  subsequent  claimant.  As  to  him 
and  his  interest,  if  the  right  of  action  has 
thus  accrued  against  the  debtor,  the  action 
must  be  commenced  within  the  six  years 
from  the  time  such  interest  was  acquired  if 
the  prior  claimant  had  notice  of  it,  or  with- 
in six  years  after  such  notice  was  acquired; 
and,  if  not  so  commenced,-  the  subsequent 
claimant  may  invoke  the  bar  of  the  statute 
to  tlie  full  extent  of  his  interrst.  But  it  is 
contended  by  counsel  for  appellants  that  in 
no  event  may  the  subsequent  claimant  in- 
voke the  bar  of  the  statute  as  against  a 
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prior  claim  except  to  protect  the  junior 
claimant's  interest.  This  is  true,  but  be 
may  invoke  it  to  the  full  extent  of  that  in- 
terest; and,  if  he  has  acquired  the  equity 
of  redemption  from  the  original  mortgagor, 
or  in  some  other  way  has  succeeded  to  the 
title,  be  may  protect  this  title. 

Applying  the  doctrine  to  this  case,  it  ap- 
pears from  the  answer  and  the  court's  find- 
ings that  the  respondent  claims  a  right  to 
the  mortgaged  property  by  virtue  of  a  cer- 
tificate of  tax  sale,  dated  Decembrr  21,  1894, 
and  a  tax  deed  issued  thereon,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1807,  for  unpaid  taxes  for  the 
year  1894.  The  interest  of  respondent  thus 
dates  from  the  time  the  property  was  sold 
for  taxes.  The  mortgage  was  executed  Sep- 
tember 5,  1894.  Respondent's  interest  was 
acquired  subsequent  to  the  interest  of  ap- 
pellants' assignors,  whose  interest  is  thus 
prior  in  time.  Counsel  does  not  contend 
that  appellants  did  not  have  notice  of  the 
issuance  of  the  tax  deed,  but  he  contends 
that  the  deed  is  void,  and  hence  constitutes 
nothing  more  than  a  lien  against  the  prop- 
erty, which  lien  the  respondent  has  a  right 
to  protect,  but  can  claim  no  more.  If  there 
were  nothing  but  this  tax  deed  in  the  way, 
counsel's  contention  would  be  sound,  and 
entirely  in  harmony  with  the  doctrine  here- 
tofore stated.  But  before  this  action  was 
commenced,  the  title  to  the  premises  in 
question  had  been  quieted  in  respondent,  in 
an  action  instituted  for  that  purpose  against 
the  original  mortgagor,  the  owner  of  the 
property.  But  counsel  for  appellants  in- 
sists that,  although  the  title  and  equity  of 
redemption  have  passed  from  the  original 
mortgagor,  and  are  now  vested  in  respond- 
ent, this  in  no  way  affects  appellants'  rights, 
since  they  were  not  made  parties  to  the 
action  to  quiet  the  title ;  that  they  still  have 
the  right  to  insist  that  the  tax  deed  consti- 
tutes a  mere  lien  against  the  property. 
While  it  is  axiomatic  that  a  person's  rights 
in  the  subject  of  the  action  may  not  be  af- 
fected by  a  judgment  to  which  he  was  liot 
made  a  party,  yet  the  real  question  involved 
always  is,  How  are  such  rights  affected  by 
the  judgment?  As  we  have  seen,  appel- 
lants' interest  in  the  property  attached  Sep- 
tember 5,  1894.  The  right  of  action  ac- 
crued one  year«thereafter,  and  not  later  than 
September  6,  1895.  At  that  time  respond- 
ent had  already  acquired  its  interest.  The 
mortgagor  left  the  state  "shortly  after"  the 
right  of  action  had  accrued;  but,  as  we 
have  pointed  out,  this  did  not  have  the  ef- 
fect of  tolling  the  statute  as  against  re- 
spondent, who,  at  the  time  the  right  ac- 
crued, was  a  necessary  party  to  any  action 
to  foreclose  the  mortgage.  Appellants 
therefore  had  the  full  statutory  period, 
namelv  six  years  from  the  time  the  cause  of 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


action  accrued,  within  which   to  commence- 
an  action  to  foreclose  the  mortgage,  and  if 
brought    within    that    time    the    mortgage 
would  have  been  the  senior  lien.    They  could 
also  have  brought  the  action  at  any  time 
afterwards,    by    reason   of    the   mortgagor's 
absence  from  the  state,  so  long  as  the  right 
of  action  continued  alive  against    him,  but- 
if  commenced  after  the  six  years,  resp3nd- 
ent's  claim,  to  the  extent    thereof,    would 
have   been   superior    to    appellants'    claim. 
This,  counsel  contends,  was  the  status  of  the 
matter  when  this  action  was  commenced,  for 
the  reason  that  the  tax  deed  constituted  no- 
more  than  a  prior  lien  against  the  prop- 
erty.    We  think  not.     The  respandent  bad 
the  right  to  acquire  the  equity  of  redemp- 
tion— that  is,  the  title  to    the    mortgaged 
premises — at  any  time  without  appellants' 
consent;  and,  if  such  title  was  acquired  at 
any  time  after  the  statute  had  i  un  in  favor 
of  respondent's  interest,  or  if  acquired  be- 
fore, but  the  statute  had  fully  run  since  this 
interest  had  attached,  and  before  the  com- 
mencement  of   the   action   to   forvclose   the 
mortgage,  respondent  could  oiler  the  bar  of 
the  statute,  not  only  to  protect  its  former 
lien,  but  could  do  so  to  protect  the  title 
itself.     Its  interest  then  covered  the  entir.: 
property,  and  it  could  interpose  the  bar  as 
to  its  entire  interest  if  it  could  interpose 
it  to  any  extent,  and  counsel  for  appellanLs- 
frankly  concedes  that  it  could  interpose  tlie 
bar  for  the  protection  of  its  tax  lien.    WhiU 
counsel  for  respondent  contends  that  appel- 
lants   cannot    in    this    action    attack    the 
validity  of  the  tax  deed,  we  think  they  could 
do  80  provided  this  action  had  been  com- 
menced before  the  title  to  the    land    was- 
quieted    in   the    respondent,   or   before   the 
statute  had  fully  run  in  favor  of  its  interest 
in  the  mortgaged  property.     The  action  t» 
quiet  the  title  in  this  case,  in  so  far  as  ap- 
pellants are  concerned,  had  the  same  force- 
and  effect  as  if  li^sther  Cohen  Jacobsen,  tlie 
original  mortgagor,  had  conveyed  the  Imd 
by  deed   to  the  respondent    after    it   had 
acquired   the  tax  deed.     Appellants  in  luv 
way   could   either  prevent  or  question  re- 
spondent's right  to  acquire  the  title  at  any 
time  from  the  mortgagor.     Nor  could  they 
refrain    from    bringing   their    action   after 
respondent's    interest    had    been    acquired 
upon  the  ground  that  the  interest  was  only 
a  lien,  and  as  to  appellants  must  always  re- 
main such.    By  neglecting  to  institute  suit, 
appellants  took  the  chances  that  the  inter- 
est, although  only  a  lien  when  acquired,  may 
nevertheless  ripen  into  a  complete  title,  and 
titus  constitute  a  bar  against  them,  not  only 
so  as  to  postpone  their  claim,  but  to  prevrait 
its  enforcement  against  the  property  at  alL 
This  is  just  what  had  happened  before  thiS' 
action  was  commenced,  and  hence  we  are  of 
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the  opinion  that,  in  so  far  as  the  lower  court 
refused  to  enter  a  judgment  of  foreclosure, 
the  ruling  is  clearly  right. 

But  is  the  judgment  in  favor  of  Esther 
Cohen  Jacobsen,  the  original  debtor,  also 
right  t  We  thinlc  not.  As  to  her,  the  right 
of  action  still  subsisted.  The  statute  was 
tolled  as  to  her  by  reason  of  her  absence 
from  the  state,  and  no  other  defense  was 
interposed  by  her.  The  right  to  sue  her, 
therefore,  was  a  subsisting  right  when  the 
action  was  commenced,  and  as  the  plea  of 
the  statute  of  limitations  constituted  no  de- 
fense in  her  favor,  the  judgment  in  her 
favor  is  erroneous.  The  result,  therefore, 
is  precisely  the  same  as  that  arrived  at  in 
the  former  opinion,  but  based  upon  some- 
what different  grounds. 

It  follows  that,  in  view  of  the  record  as 
it  now  stands,  the  court  erred  in  not  making 
findings  and  conclusions  in  favor  of  appel- 
lants and  against  the  defendant  Esther 
Cohen  Jacobsen  for  the  amount  due  upon 
the  note,  and  in  not  entering  a  personal 
judgment  against  her  for  the  amount  that 
the  court  might  find  due,  with  accrued 
interest  and  costs.  The  case  is  therefore 
remanded  to  the  trial  court,  with  directions 
to  make  the  necessary  findings  and  con- 
clusions of  law  in  conformity  with  the  views 
herein  expressed,  and  to  modify  the  judg- 
ment by  entering  a  judgment  against  the 
defendant  Esther  Cohen  Jacobsen  for  the 
amount  that  the  court  may  find  due  on 
said  note,  with  accrued  interest  and  costs. 
Neither  party  to  this  appeal  to  recover  costs 
in  this  court. 

Straup,  Ch.  J.,  and  McCarty,  J.,  concur. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 


OKLAHOMA  SUPREME  COURT. 

ED.  BARKER,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

MARY  J.  BARKER. 

(—  Okla.  — ,  105  Pac.  347.) 

nivoroe  —  extreme  cruelty  —  incompati- 
bility of  temper. 

1.  In  an  action  for  divorce,  where  the 
cause  of  action  is  predicated  upon  extreme 
cruelty  for  conduct  other  than  physical 
violence,  either  actual  or  threateneid,  it  is 

Headnotes  by  Dunn,  J. 


Note.  ~-  For  relations  between  one  spouse 
and  relatives  of  the  other,  as  affecting  the 
question  of  desertion  or  crueltv,  see  note  to 
Brewer  v.  Brewer,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  222. 
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not  sufficient  that  there  should  simply  be 
danger  that  such  conduct,  operating  through 
the  mental  faculties,  may  produce  injury  or 
bodily  hurt  to  the  physical  system,  but  it 
must  be  shown  that  such  in  fact  is  the  ef- 
fect, or  at  least  that  such  effect  is  to  be 
reasonably  apprehended  as  imminent  as  a 
result  thereof.  And  to  entitle  a  party  to 
the  remedy  of  divorcement  on  the  ground  of 
extreme  cruelty,  it  is  not  enough  that  the 
grounds  be  the  result  of  incompatibility  of 
tastes  or  temperament,  or  estrangement 
produced  by  differences  of  opinion  and  con- 
duct xrowing  out  of  the  administration  of 
household  affairs,  as  these  must  be  endured 
along  with  the  other  minor  misfortunes  of 
life.  They  are  the  things  which,  under  the 
law,  parties  who  marry  take  into  considera- 
tion on  entering  matrimony,  and  divorce 
will  not  be  granted  on  their  account.  The 
remedy  of  absolute  divorce  is  an  extraordi- 
nary remedy  for  evils  which  are  unavoid- 
able and  unendurable,  and  which  cannot  be 
relieved  by  any  proper  and  reasonable  ex- 
ertion of  the  party  seeking  the  aid  of  the 
courts. 
Same  —  reciprocal  duties  of  husband 

and  wife. 

2.  Husband  and  wife  are  bound  to  exer- 
cise greater  efforts  for  removing  misappre- 
hension, allaying  quarrels,  smoothing  the 
road  to  concord,  and  effecting  reconcilia- 
tion, than  are  people  in  other  relations  of 
life.  The  marriage  status  is  not  a  mere 
contract  status,  in  which  each  of  the  par- 
ties may  be  justified  in  demanding  the  strict 
letter  of  the  bond.  It  is  a  status  wherein 
the  law  operates  upon  the  weakness,  as  well 
as  the  strength,  of  human  nature,  and  it 
will  not  be  dissolved  except  for  grave  and 
substantial  causes. 

(November   9,   1009.) 

I7RR0R  to  the  District  Court  for  Osage 
1/  County  to  review  a  judgment  granting 
planitiff  a  divorce.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Preston  A.  Sbinn  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

Messrs.  Ijeahy,  Scott,  &  Templeton,  for 
defendant  in  error: 

Any  unjustifiable  conduct  upon  the  part 
of  either  of  the  spouses,  which  so  grievous- 
ly wounds  the  feelings  of  the  other,  or  so 
utterly  destroys  the  peace  of  mind  of  the 
other,  as  to  seriously  impair  the  health,  or 
such  as  utterly  destroys  the  legitimate  ends 
and  objects  of  matrimony,  constitutes  ex- 
treme cruelty. 

Cooper  v.  Cooper,  78  Mich.  316,  44  N.  W. 
381;  Barnes  v.  Barnes,  95  Cal.  171,  10 
L.R.A.  660,  30  Pac.  298;  Fleming  v.  Flem- 
ing, 95  Cal.  430,  29  Am.  St.  Rep.  127,  30 
Pac.  566;  Bishop,  Marr.  Div.  &  Sep.  §  1563; 
Carpenter  v.  Carpenter,  30  Kan.  712,  46 
Am.  Rep.  108,  2  Pac.  122;  Avery  v.  Avery, 
33  Kan.  1,  52  Am.  Rep.  523,  5  Pac.  418. 
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Dunn,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  .the 
court: 

This  action  presents  error  from  the  dis- 
trict court  of  Osage  county.  Mary  J.  Bar- 
leer,  defendant  in  error,  filed  her  petition  in 
that  court  praying  a  divorce  from  her  hus- 
band, Kd  Barker.  The  cause  was  submitted 
to  a  referee,  with  authority  to  report  find- 
ings of  fact  and  conclusions  of  law,  which 
he  did,  denying  plaintiff's  petition-  Ex- 
ceptions were  filed  thereto,  and,  on  a  hear- 
ing thereon  by  the  district  court,  the  con- 
clusion reached  by  the  referee  was  reversed, 
and  judgment  granting  plaintiff  a  divorce 
was  rendered  upon  the  petition  and  record 
returned.  The  defendant  has  brought  the 
case  to  this  court  by  petition  in  error  and 
case  made,  and  we  are  asked  to  reverse  it. 

The  petition  avers  that  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant were  married  on  the'lTth  day  of 
November,  1899,  and  lived  and  cohabited  to- 
gether until  the  16th  of  March,  1906,  at 
which  time  they  separated,  and  have  since 
been  living  apart;  that  the  separation  was 
brought  about  by  no  fault  of  plaintiff,  but 
by  the  fault  of  defendant ;  that  at  the  time 
of  the  marriage  plaintiff  was  the  mother  of 
two  minor  children,  and  that  the  defend- 
ant has  been  guilty  of  extreme  cruelty  and 
harsh  treatment  toward  the  said  children 
without  cause,  and  over  the  objection  of 
plaintiff,  greatly  to  her  mental  anguish  and 
sufferin^f;  that  he  has  threatened  to  drive 
the  children  from  home  so  that  he  would 
not  have  them  around  to  feed;  that  the 
plaintiff  and  her  children  were  members  of 
the  Osage  Tribe  of  Indians,  and  were  on 
the  rolls,  and  that  defendant  received  and 
had  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  annuities 
and  other  moneys  paid  them  by  the  Interior 
Department  of  the  United  States,  but  that, 
notwithstanding  this  fact,  he  would  de- 
prive them  of  the  necessaries  of  life;  that 
the  money  received  by  plaintiff  and  the  said 
children  amounted  to  more  than  $200  per 
capita  per  year,  all  of  which  waa  used  and 
controlled  by  the  defendant;  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  plaintiff  had  farms  in  the 
Osage  Indian  reservation,  the  proceeds  of 
which  were  used  and  controlled  by  the  de- 
fendant, and  yet,  when  importuned  by  plain- 
tiff to  provide  her  and  the  said  monor  chil- 
dren with  the  necessities  of  life,  he  would 
go  into  a  rage,  and  would  not  do  it,  saying 
he  intended  to  save  some  money  for  an- 
other day,  and  would  remain  in  such  con- 
dition of  mind  for  days  at  a  time,  and 
would  not  speak  to  her  or  the  children;  that 
he  denied  plaintiff  all  information  with 
reference  to  what  disposition  he  made  of 
the  money ;  that  this  treatment  and  the  fear 
that  plaintiff  would  be  separated  from  her 
children,  and  lose  their  respect  and  affec- 
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tion,  caused  plaintiff  great  mental  anguish 
and  suffering,  which  defendant  well  knew. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  the  only  cause  of 
action  which  is  sought  to  be  set  forth  in 
the  petition  is  extreme  .cruelty.  The  evi- 
dence in  the  case  shows  the  parties  were 
married  in  Sedan,  Kansas,  in  November, 
1899,  and  that  no  children  were  bom  as  ■ 
result  of  the  marriage,  but  that  plaintiff 
by  a  former  marriage  had  four  children, 
the  two  older  of  which,  at  the  time  of  the 
trial,  were  inarried;  the  two  younger  being 
girls,  and  at  the  time  of  the  marriage,  werr 
of  tender  years.  That  immediately  after 
the  marriage,  the  parties,  with  the  oldest 
girl,  who  was  not  then  married,  and  thi- 
two  younger  children,  moved  to  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  where  they  lived  about  a 
year.  From  there  they  moved  to  Independ- 
ence, Kansas,  and  from  there  to  Cedar  Vale, 
Kansas.  That  prior  to  marrying  plain- 
tiff,  the  defendant  had  worked  as  a  hired 
hand  for  herself  and  her  former  husband 
for  a  period  of  something  like  four  years, 
and  after  the  marriage,  while  at  the  differ- 
ent places  where  they  resided,  he  engaged 
in  such  manual  labor  as  he  could  get.  The 
plaintiff  and  her  children  had  several  farms 
in  the  Osage  Indian  reservation,  and  of 
these  the  defendant  became  the  general 
overseer,  and  put  in  some  of  his  time  in 
improving,  fencing,  building  houses  there- 
on, and  putting  them  under  cultivation. 
Some  of  this  work  was  also  done,  under  his 
supervision,  by  the  tenants.  In  addition  to 
this  property,  plaintiff  and  her  children  re- 
ceived atxmt  a  thousand  dollars  per  annum 
by  reason  of  their  membership  in  the  Osage 
Indian  Tribe,  and  from  the  rents  on  these 
lands.  Precisely  what  use  was  made  of  all 
of  this  money  is  not  shown  by  the  evidence : 
the  plaintiff  taking  the  position  that  de- 
fendant received  it,  and  made  no  proper 
accounting  to  her  of  the  use  which  he  did 
make  of  it,  and  the  defendant  asserting  that 
the  same  was  expended  for  property,  im- 
provements on  the  farms,  and  the  living  ex- 
penses of  the  family  There  is  no  evidenm 
that  he  embezzled,  or  appropriated  to  his 
own  use  and  kept  the  payments  received  by 
the  other  members  of  the  household,  nor  is 
there  any  evidence  that  he  was  extravagant 
or  wasteful.  In  fact  he  was  represented  as 
being  more  than  frugal  and  economical,  even 
to  the  extent  in  this  regard  of  being  par- 
simonious or  niggardly.  There  is  no  as- 
sertion or  contention  that  he  denied  the 
family  anything  which  he  had  for  himself, 
but  it  is  in  evidence  that  he  complained  of 
the  expense  of  maintaining  the  family  as  it 
desired  to  live,  and  that  his  desire  was  to 
save  the  money  received  for  the  future. 
There  is  no  evidence,  however,  to  sustain  a 
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elaim  that  hit  Mtions  in  this  regard  were 
such  as  to  leave  either  his  wife  or  her  chil- 
dren hungry,  and  to  deprive  them  of  the 
things  which  it  was  necessary  for  them  to 
hare,  although  without  doubt  they  desired 
to  spend  more  money  and  to  live  better 
toan  he  was  willing  they  should,  and  it  is 
established  by  the  evidence  that  on  these 
occasions  he  would  sulk  and  pout  about  the 
expenses. 

The  character  of  the  evidence  on  this 
point  as  given  by  the  plaintiff  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Q.  During  the  time  he  and  you  lived  in 
Cedar  Vale,  Kansas,  what,  if  anything,  did 
Mr.  Barker,  the  defendant,  do  towards  pro- 
viding for  you  and  the  children! 

A.  He  didn't  do  anything,  and,  if  any< 
thing  was  ever  gotten,  he  always  grumbled 
about  it. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  he  grum- 
bled? 

A.  Wei],  he  got  mad  at  me,  and  wouldn't 
talk  to  me  for  two  or  three  days  at  a  time. 

Q.  What  would  he  grumble  about  most- 
lyT 

A.  Mostly  what  we  wore,  and  what  we 
had  on  the  table. 

Q.  What  were  some  of  the  things  he 
grumbled  about  you  having  on  the  table? 

A.  Fresh  meat,  milk,  and  potatoes. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  the  milk? 

A.  He  said  6  cents  a  quart  was  too  rich 
for  his  blood. 

Q.  Did  he  deprive  you  the  use  of  milk 
while  in  Cedar  Vale? 

A.  For  a  long  time  he  did. 

Q.  Were  you  sick  once  when  he  de- 
prived you  of  the  use  of  milk? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  sick? 

A.  A  couple  of  days. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  physician? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.,  Did  he  tell  you  why  you  were  sick? 

A.  He  said  because  I  didn't  have  milk. 

Q.  Did  you  have  milk  then? 

A.  Yes;  when  I  got  it  and  raised  a  funs 
about  it. 

Q.  About  how  often  would  this  trouble 
arise  about  you  providing  the  necessaries 
of  the  table? 

A.  Every  time  he  came  home. 

Q.  When  he  got  mad  and  fussed  with  you, 
how  long  would  he  treat  you  that  way  ? 

A.  Sometimes  two  or  three  days. 

Q.  How  did  that  make  you  feel? 

A.  It  made  me  feel  just  like  I  didn't 
want  to  live. 

Q.  Did  that  same  treatment  continue 
after  you  came  to  Pawhuska? 

A.  It  did. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  when. you  bought  any 
clothes  for  the  children? 
S8  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


A.  He  always  made  a  fuss  over  it,  every 
time  I  went  and  got  anything. 

Q.  What  children  are  these  that  you 
speak  of? 

A.  Cleweine  and  Cora. 

Q.  The  two  minor  children? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  these  children  were 
members  of  the  tribe,  and  you  were  also? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  have  farms? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  the  money  come  from  that 
supported  you  and  your  children? 

A.  From  our  payment. 

Q.  And  did  any  of  it  come  from  the  farm  T 

A.  Some  of  it. 

Q.  And  it  was  spending  that  money  that 
Mr.  Barker  complained  of,  was  it? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  foregoing  presents  the  evidence  sub- 
mitted by  plaintiff,  upon  which  she  relies 
to  sustain  that  portion  of  her  complaint 
averring  extreme  cruelty  by  reason  of  lack 
of  proper  and  adequate  support,  and  de- 
fendant's personal  deportment  when  the 
question  was  raised  in  reference  to  the 
household  expenses. 

On  the  other  proposition  involved  the  evi- 
dence relied  upon  by  counsel,  and  set  forth 
in  their  brief  as  given  by  Mrs.  Barker,  is 
as  follows: 

Q.  How  old  were  these  two  minor  chil- 
dren at  the  time  you  married  Mr.  Barker? 

A.  Cora  was  four,  and  Cleweine  was  a 
little  past  seven. 

Q.  Now,  Mrs.  Barker,  I  will  ask  yon 
how  the  defendant  treated  your  children 
during  the  last  two  years  that  you  lived  to- 
gether? 

A.  He  was  everlastingly  finding  fault 
with  me  and  grumbling  at  them,  and  ho 
told  me  that  Cleweine  would  have  to  leave 
home  before  she  was  fifteen,  and  I  would 
always  talk  to  them  and  tell  them  that  they 
must  be  kind  to  him,  and  they  must  respect 
him  and  love  him.  I  believe  it  was  Cle- 
weine herself  -  that  told  me  that  he  had 
said  that  to  her. 

Q.  You  say  that  Cleweine  complained  to 
you  that  she  would  have  to  leave  home  be- 
fore she  was  fifteen? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  to  him  about  that? 

A.  Yes;  and  he  said,  if  I  didn't  make  my 
children  do  better,  he  would  do  worse  than 
that. 

Q.  He  said  he  would  do  worse? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  what  effect  did  that  have  on 
your  feelings  and  your  health? 

A.  It  almost  made  me  sick. 

Q.  Were  you  afraid  that  your  children 
would  leave  home? 
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A.  I  was. 

Q.  Were  you  afraid  this  would  occur  on 
account  of  his  treatment  of  them? 

A.  That  was  all  of  it;  just  his  treatment. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  he  ever  told  you 
that  you  would  have  to  decide  between  him 
and  your  children? 

A.  The  night  we  talked  over  our  separa- 
tion, I  told  him  we  could  not  live  together 
in  this  world  the  way  we  had  been  living, 
and  that  I  couldn't  give  up  my  children, 
and  he  said,  "Well,  just  the  children  or  me." 

Q.  That  happened  at  the  time  you  sepa- 
rated ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  made  your  final  settlement  a  day 
or  two  after  that? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  believe  it  was  necessary  in 
order  to  keep  your  children  that  you  should 
separate  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  When  Mr.  Barker  was  talking  to  you 
at  the  time  that  you  were  talking  of  the 
property  agreement  and  separation,  do  you 
know  what  children  he  spoke  of  when  he 
said  your  children  would  have  to  got 

A.  My  small  children. 

The  child  Cleweine,  who  was  the  minor 
daughter  to  whom  Mrs.  Barker  referred  on 
the  same  matter,  testified  aa  follows: 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Barker  tell  you  at  any  time 
that  you  would  bave  to  leave  home  before 
you  were  fifteen  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Just  go  on,  and  tell  what  he  said  to 
you? 

A.  It  happened  on  several  occasions.  One 
morning  my  sister  was  washing  the  dishes, 
and  I  was  supposed  to  wipe  them,  and  he 
came  by  me  and  flipped  by  ears,  and  said 
to  me  that  I  had  to  mind  him,  or  he  would 
see  to  it  that  I  left  home  before  I  was 
fifteen. 

Q.  Did  he  do  that  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion? 

A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  your  mother  what  he 
said? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  your  mother  advise  you  to 
dot 

A.  She  told  me  to  treat  him  good,  and  to 
always  respect  and  love  him. 

Q.  How  did  it  seem  to  affect  your  mother 
when  you  told  her  what  he  said  to  you? 

A.  She  would  cry,  and  not  have  anything 
to  say  to  us. 

The  parties  were  well  acquainted  with 
«ach  other  prior  to  their  marriage,  and 
from  the  record  it  would  seem  that  their 
stations  in  life  were  not  materially  differ- 
('nt.  The  immediate  cause  of  the  separa- 
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tion  grew  out  of  a  little  dinner  party  given 
at  the  house  by  the  married  daughter.  Sbe 
had  invited  in  a  number  of  her  friends. 
The  plaintifT's  grown  son  was  likewise  pres- 
ent, and  the  defendant,  after  having  been 
solicited  by  his  wife  to  come  in  from  the 
garden,  where  he  was  at  work,  and  make  an 
exchange  of  clothing  and  {»-epare  for  din- 
ner, entered  the  house,  and  was  sitting  in 
a  closet  talking  with  plaintiff,  who  was  crj-- 
ing,  when  the  married  son  entered.  The  de- 
fendant, as  was  his  custom,  was  objectin<; 
to  the  expense  of  the  dinner,  and  plaintiff 
was  assuring  him  that  she  had  not  bornr 
the  expense.  The  married  son  took  part  in 
the  controversy,  and  a  physical  encounter 
ensued  between  him  and  defendant.  The 
separation  of  the  parties  occurred  a  few  days 
later. 

On  the  question  of  her  health  during  the 
time  of  her  marriage^  plaintiff  testified  as 
follows: 

Q.  How  was  your  health  about  the  time 
you  were  married? 

A.  Not  very  good. 

Q.  At  the  time  that  you  were  married, 
and  shortly  after  you  moved  to  Kansas 
City,  was  Mr.  Barker  good  to  you? 

A.  For  a  while. 

Q.  How  was  your  health  at  the  time  of 
your  separation  and  a  few  months  before? 

A.  Not  very  good. 

Q.  At  what  time  wag  your  health  best,  at 
the  time  you  were  married,  or  just  before 
you  "were  married  t 

A.  I  never  did  have  good  health  while  we 
were  married. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  your  health  at  the 
time  of  your  marriage  was  as  good  as  it 
was  at  the  time  of  the  separation? 

A.  It  was  a  little  better,  of  course.  After 
I  had  been  married  awhile  I  got  better. 

Q.  You  say  then,  at  the  time  of  your 
separation,  .you  think  it  was  as  good  as 
when  you  were  married? 

A.  Yes;  it  was. 

The  foregoing  substantially  presents  the 
evidence  in  the  case.  There  is  no  evidence 
going  to  show  that  the  defendant  at  any 
time  abused  the  plaintiff,  either  by  physical 
violence,  or  by  cursing  her,  or  by  using  im- 
proper language  in  her  presence.  There  is 
no  evidence  that  he  ever  mistreated  the 
minor  children  either  by  whipping  them,  or 
by  subjecting  them  to  any  kind  of  punish- 
ment. The  defendant  denies  all  of  the  facts 
and  conclusions  asserted  against  hira  by 
plaintiff  and  her  witnesses,  and  offers  proof 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  disposition  of 
the  funds,  and  that  he  was  a  good  provider, 
and  was  not  guilty  of  any  of  the  unkin<l 
acts  charged.  In  the  consideration  of  tin's 
case,   however,    his   testimony   will  not  be 
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considered;  for,  if  there  is  evidence  in  thp 
record  reasonably  tending  to  support  the 
judgment  of  the  trial  court,  it  will  be  sus- 
tained, and  the  question  is,  Will  the  fore- 
going testimony  sustain  a  judgment  in  this 
case  for  absclute  divorce  on  the  grounds  of 
extreme  crueltyT     We  think  not 

One  of  the  leading  cases  on  this  subject 
is  found  in  the  Oklahoma  Territory  Su- 
preme Court  Reports.  Beach  v.  Beach,  4 
Okla.  359,  46  Pac.  514.  The  syllabus  of 
that  case  on  the  question  of  the  elements  of 
extreme  cruelty,  in  our  judgment,  correctly 
states  the  law,  and  we  quote  therefrom  as 
follows:  "At  the  common  law,  to  authorize 
a  court  to  proceed  to  a  separation  on  the 
grounds  of  cruelty,  there  must  have  been 
either  actual  violence  committed,  which  en- 
dangered life,  limb,  or  health,  or  there  must 
have  been  a  reasonable  apprehension  of  such 
violence.  The  clement  of  mental  suffering, 
distrcsav  or  injury,  unaccompanied  by  vio- 
lence or  an  apprehension  of  violence,  was 
entirely  excluded;  but  the  doctrine  is  now 
established  that,  without  physical  violence, 
acts  or  conduct  which,  operating  upon  the 
mind,  and,  through  the  mind,  upon  the 
physical  system,  produce  bodily  hurt,  may 
constitute  cause  for  divorce.  With  refer- 
ence to  acts  of  physical  violence,  the  rule 
has  always  been  tliat  a  rcnsunablo  appro 
hension  of  bodily  hurt  was  suflicient;  but, 
where  the  conduct  complained  of  operates 
primarily  upon  the  mind,  producing  mental 
pain,  it  is  not  suflicient  that  there  should 
be  simply  danger  that  such  conduct,  thus 
operating  through  the  mental  faculties,  may 
pTo<luce  injury  to  the  physical  system  or 
bodily  hurt;  but  it  must  be  shown  that 
such  in  fact  is  the  effect,  or,  at  the  least, 
that  such  effect  may  be  reasonably  appre- 
hended as  the  result  of  the  conduct.  .  .  . 
Husband  and  wife  are  bound  to  greater  ef- 
forts for  reconciliation,  for  removing  mis- 
apprehension, for  allaying  quarrels,  and 
smoothing  the  road  to  concord,  than  are 
people  in  any  other  relation  of  life.  The 
marriage  status  is  not  a  mere  contract 
status,  in  which  each  of  the  parties  may 
be  justified  in  demanding  the  strict  letter 
of  the  bond.  It  is  the  status  of  the  law 
operating  upon  the  weaknesses,  as  well  as 
the  strength,  of  fiuman  nature,  and  will  not 
be  dissylved  except  for  grave  and  substan- 
tial causes."  It  was  likewise  said  in  Car- 
I«nter  v.  Carpenter,  30  Kan.  744,  46  Am. 
Rep.  108,  2  Pac.  144:  "It  was  formerly 
thought  that  to  constitute  extreme  cruelty, 
such  as  would  authorize  the  granting  of  a 
divorce,  physical  violence  is  necessary;  but 
the  modern  and  better  considered  cases 
hive  repudiated  this  doctrine,  as  taking  too 
low  and  sensual  a  view  of  the  marriage  re- 
lation, and   it  is  now  very  generally  held 
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that  any  unjustifiable  conduct  on  the  part 
of  either  the  husband  or  the  wife,  which  so 
grievously  wounds  the  mental  feelings  of 
the  other,  or  so  utterly  destroys  the  peace 
of  mind  of  the  other,  as  to  seriously  impair 
the  bodily  health  or  endanger  the  life  of 
the  other,  or  such  as  in  any  other  manner 
endangers  the  life  of  the  other,  or  such  as 
utterly  destroys  the  legitimate  ends  and  ob- 
jects of  matrimony,  constitutes  'extreme 
cruelty'  under  the  statutes,  although  no 
physical  or  personal  violence  may  be  in- 
flicted or  even  threatened."  This  rule  is 
adopted  practically  verhatim  by  Mr.  Keezer 
in  his  recent  work  on  Marriage  &,  Divorce, 
at  §  112.  Nelson  on  Divorce  &  Separation, 
speaking  to  the  same  point  at  §  251,  says: 
"Divorce  for  cruelty  is  not  a  remedy  for 
incompatibility  of  tastes  or  temper,  or  for 
estrangements  produced  by  differences  of 
opinion  and  conduct;  for  these  misfortimes 
do  not  endanger  the  health  of  mind  and 
bo<Iy,  and^must  be  endured  with  other  minor 
misfortunes  of  life.  The  remedy  of  abso- 
lute divorce  is  an  extraordinary  remedy  for 
evils  which  are  unavoidable  and  unendur- 
able, and  which  cannot  be  relieved  by  any 
exertions  of  the  party  seeking  the  aid  of 
the  courts." 

Our  statute  (§  15,  art.  1,  chap.  50 
[§  3774],  Wilson's  Rev.  &  Anno.  Stat.  Okla. 
1903)  provides:  "A  husband  is  not  bound 
to  maintain  his  wife's  children  by  a  former 
husband;  but  if  he  receives  them  into  his 
family  and  supports  them,  it  is  presumed 
that  he  does  so  as  a  parent,  and  where  such 
is  the  case,  they  are  not  liable  to  him  for 
their  support,  nor  he  to  them  for  their  serv- 
ices." A  stepfather,  at  common  law,  was 
not,  merely  by  virtue  of  his  marriage,  un- 
der any  obligations  to  support  the  children 
of  his  wife  by  a  former  husband.  29  Cyc. 
Law  4  Proc.  p.  1668.  Nor  was  he,  either 
at  common  law  or  under  a  statute  similar 
to  ours,  required,  merely  by  reason  of  the 
fact  of  his  marriage  to  the  mother,  to  re- 
ceive into  his  home  her  children  by  a  for- 
mer husband.  He  is  neither  entitled  to 
their  custody  nor  to  their  earnings,  and 
there  is  no  reciprocal  obligation  to  main- 
tain them;  but,  where  he  does  admit  them 
into  his  family,  and  assumes  the  relation- 
ship of  parent,  the  reciprocal  rights,  obliga- 
tions, and  duties  of  parent  and  child  at- 
tach, and  continue  as  long  as  this  relation- 
ship exists.  Englehardt  v.  Yung,  76  Ala. 
534.  Mistreatment  of  a  stepchild  in  itself 
alone  will  not  afford  grounds  for  a  divorce. 
It  is  only  where  the  cruelty  towards  the 
diild  is  exercised  with  the  intent  of  caus-  ' 
ing  suffering  to  the  parent  that  a  cause 
of  divorce  on  this  account  will  arise.  1 
Bishop,  Marr.  Div.  4  Sep.  §  1586.  Nelson, 
Div.  4  Sep.  §  301.    In  the  case  at  bar  there 
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is  very  little,  if  any,  evidence  of  any  un- 
kind treatment  or  cruelty  toward  the  plain- 
tilT'a  cliildren,  and  no  evidence  that  there 
was  any  design  to  thereby  cause  the  mother 
suffering. 

After  a  careful  and  painstaking .  consid- 
eration of  the  entire  cause  in  all  of  its  bear- 
ings, we  are  unable  to  sustain  the  judg- 
ment of  the  lower  court,  for  the  reason  that 
the  record  is  wanting  in  evidence  reason- 
ably tending  to  support  it.  The  matters  of 
which  pfaintiff  complains  in  this  action 
are  not,  to  our  minds,  the  character  of  ac- 
tions on  the  part  of  a  spouse  calculated  to 
meet  the  statutory  requirements  of  extreme 
cruelty.  The  legislators  have  not  defined 
the  term,  but  have  left  it  to  the  judgment 
and  discretion  of  the  courts,  but  they  did 
say,  as  plainly  as  they  could,  that  mere 
cruelty  alone  would  be  inadequate  to  con- 
stitute this  ground,  and  that,  where  cruelty 
was  relied  upon,  it  must  arise  to  the  dig- 
nity of  being  extreme  cruelty.  The  suffer- 
ing engendered  must  not  arise  from  super- 
sensitiveness  merely,  but  from  an  actual 
wrong  done.  We  doubt  not  that  the  de- 
fendant in  this  action  was  at  times  surly, 
uncongenial,  and  disagreeable,  and  that  he 
was  indifferent  what  effect  his  deportment 
had  upon  the  feelings  of  those  about  him, 
but  such  actions  on  his  part  would  not  con- 
stitute grounds  for  a  divorce.  Marriage  is 
not,  in  contemplation  of  law,  consummated 
to  exist  merely  so  long  as  both  parties  are 
congenial  and  agreeable.  It  means  more 
than  that.  People  who  enter  matrimony  do 
so  always  with  more  or  less  of  a  chance 
that  their  companion  may  be  better  or 
worse  than  they  anticipate.  It  is  the  law 
that  .those  who  marry  shall  together  meet 
at  least  the  lighter  burdens  imposed  by  each 
upon  the  other,  incident  to  their  inherent 
disposition  and  to  life  itself,  and  that  each 
shall  bear  and  forbear  with  the  other;  and 
it  is  only  when  the  deportment  of  one  is 
such  that  tlie  marriage  status  is  virtually 
destroyed,  and  its  purposes  and  objects 
gone,  that  the  law  will  step  in  and  give  re- 
lief. In  the  case  at  bar,  the  record  dis- 
closes no  substantial  reason  why  these  par- 
ties should  not  and  cannot  live  together  in 
accordance  with  the  contract  into  which 
they  entered.  The  plaintiff's  children  may 
not,  over  the  objection  of  defendant,  be 
forced  into  his  household,  and  he  should  not 
be  required  to  suffer  this  if  they  cause  do- 
mestic discord  between  himself  and  wife; 
and,  while  defendant  owes  no  legal  duty  to 
afford  them  a  home  or  maintain  them,  if 
they  deport  themselves  with  reasonable  re- 
ganl  for  his  rights  and  the  new  situation 
into  which  they  and  their  mother  find  them- 
selves, he  should,  from  every  moral  stand- 
point, make  an  honest  effort  to  accommo- 
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date  them  so  long  as  they  are  immature  inj 
require  it.  If  their  presence  renders  hit 
wife  happy,  and  they  do  not,  by  wilfol  cos- 
duct  on  their  part,  destroy  the  baimonf 
which  ought  to  exist,  be  should  make  mj 
reasonable  concession  to  afford  tiien  i 
home.  Nothing  is  disclosed  by  this  ntnr] 
in  the  life  of  either  of  these  people,  to  make 
their  reconciliation  impractical,  and  neit!': 
did  any  such  condition  arise  or  grow  out  of 
the  trial.  These  things  being  true,  mi 
there  being  no  evidence  to  support  a  dinr  '. 
there  is  a  double  reason  to  reverse  fbU 
judgment  and  decree. 

The  cause  is  accordingly  reversed  and  re- 
manded to  the  District  Court  of  Vma 
County,  with  instructions  to  dismiss  tbr 
same. 

Kane,  Ch.  J.,  and  Turner,  Williams, 
and  Hayes,  JJ.,  concur. 


MISSOURI  SUPREME  COURT, 
(Division  No.    1,) 

J.  A.  MASON  et  al.,  Appts., 
v. 
KANSAS    CITY   BELT   RAILWAY  COM 
PANY,  Respt 

(—  Mo.  — ,  125  &  W.  1128.) 

Action    —   nonsoit    —   right   to  hegla 
asain  ^  entering  Judgment. 

1.  That  a  compulsory  nonsuit  is  foltowl 
by  a  judgment  for  defendants  does  not  Ub 
it  out  of  the  operation  of  a  statute  pemit- 
ting  a  plaintiff  who  suffers  a  nonsuit  to  be- 
gin another  action  for  the  same  cause  with- 
in a  specified  time,  since,  the  nonsuit  beiii| 
in  legal  contemplation  merely  a  dismissal  of 
the  former  suit,  there  waa  no  jurisdictioa 
to  enter  the  final  judgment. 

Same  —  acquiescence  ^  failure  to  ap- 
peal. 

2.  Failure  to  appeal  from  an  order  onr- 
ruling  a  motion  to  set  aside  a  nonsuit  dee) 
not  deprive  one  of  the  benefit  of  a  statirte 
permitting  him  to  bring  a  second  suit  wit'"' 
in  a  specified  time  after  suffering  a  non- 
suit. 

Statute  —  practice  —  applicabllltr  to 
pending  actions. 

3.  A  statute  permitting  a  second  actios 
within  a  certain  time  after  nonsuit  is  ap- 
plicable to  a  ease  in  which  the  nonsuit  '» 
entered  after  it»  passage,  although  the  ae- 
tion  wu  bq;un  prior  thereto. 

(March  1,  1910.) 


yote.  —  Jurisdiction  of  court  to  enter 
final  judgment  upon  dismiasot  cr 
nonsuit. 

In  Kelly  t.  Kelly,  23  Tex.  437,  it  was  held 
that  where  plaintiffs  took  a  nonsuit,  tbe 
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APPEAL  liy  plaintiffs  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Jackson  Coun- 
ty dismissing  an  action  brouglit  to  recover 
damages  for  tlie  alleged  negligent  killing  of 
their  son.    Reversed. 

Statement  by  Woodson,  J.t 

Plaintiffs  brought  this  suit  in  the  circuit 
court  of  Jaclcson  county,  Missouri,  for  the 
reeovery  of  damages  sustained  by  them 
through  the  alleged  negligence  of  the  de- 
fendant in  causing  the  death  of  their  son, 
at  Kansas  City,  Kansas.  The  petition  in 
this  case  was  filed  August  4,  1906,  which 
stated  a  goo>d  cause  of  action  against  the 
defendant;  but  as  no  point  is  made  in  that 
regard,  it  will  receive  no  further  considera- 
tion. 

The  facts  are  not  disputed,  and  are  stated 
by  counsel  for  respondent,  substantially,  as 
follows:  A  former  suit  was  instituted  by 
plaintiffs  to  recover  damages  on  account  of 
their  son's  death,  in  the  Independence  divi- 
sion of  the  circuit  court  of  Jackson  couuty, 
Missouri.  The  action  came  on  for  trial  at 
the  June  term,  1906,  of  said  court,  at  Inde- 
pendence, and  the  following  proceedings 
were  had:  The  trial  was  begun,  and  plain- 
tiffs introduced  all  of  their  testimony,  and, 
at  the  end  of  plaintiffs'  case,  they  were 
forced  to  take  a  nonsuit  with  leave  to  move 
to  set  the  same  aside;  and  afterwards,  dur- 
ing the  said  June  term  of  the  Independence 
,  court,  the  plaintiffs  duly  moved  the  court  to 
set  aside  said  nonsuit,  and  at  said  term  the 
court  denied  said  motion,  and  thereupon  ren- 
dered judgment  in  said  action  in  favor  of 
defendant,    against   plaintiffs.      No    appeal 


was  taken,  and  no  further  steps  whatever 
were  taken  in  the  case  at  Independence,  but 
plaintiffs  filed  this,  their  second  action,  in 
the  Kansas  City  division  of  the  same  court 
on  August  4,  1906,  within  one  year  from 
the  date  of  tlie  nonsuit.  Following  the 
bringing  of  this  second  suit,  at  Kansas'  City, 
the  defendant  in  due  time  filed  its  motion  to 
dismiss  the  cause  for  the  reason  that  the 
judgment  in  the  Independence  division  was 
rea  judicata  as  between  the  parties  to  the 
second  cause.  This  ipotion  in  due  timtf  was 
taken  up  and  considered  by  the  court  upon 
an  agreed  statement  of  facts,  a  portion  of 
which  was  as  follows:  "That,  on  the  trial 
of  the  issues  between  the  parties  hereto, 
based  on  the  same  cause  of  action,  at  the 
June  term,  1906,  of  this  court,  at  Independ- 
ence, Jackson  county,  Missouri,  plaintiffs 
took  a  nonsuit  with  leave  to  move  to  set 
the  same  aside;  that,  at  said  term,  said 
plaintiffs  duly  moved  the  court  to  set  aside 
said  nonsuit,  and  that,  at  said  term,  said 
court  denied  said  motion,  and  thereupon 
rendered  judgment  in  said  action  in  favor  of 
defendant,  against  plaintiffs,  which  judg- 
ment was  not  appealed  from  by  plaintiffs, 
and  that,  at  the  time  of  filing  of  the  peti- 
tion in  this  cause  of  action,  against  which 
this  motion  to  dismiss  is  directed,  the  said 
June  term,  1906,  of  this  court,  at  Inde- 
pendence, Jackson  county,  Missouri,  had 
duly  ended."  And  upon  these  facts  the  court 
sustained  the  defendant's  motion  to  dismiss 
this  cause,  to  which  action  of  the  court 
plaintiffs  duly  excepted,  and,  from  this  rul- 
ing and  order  of  court,  the  plaintiffs  in  due 
time  appealed  to  this  court. 


court  should  have  declined  to  proceed  fur- 
ther with  the  cose  than  to  enter  a  judg- 
ment of  nonsuit  against  plaintiffs,  and  it 
having  thereafter  submitted  the  case  to  the 
jury  and  rendered  a  judgment  in  favor  of 
defendants  on  the  verdict,  such  judgment 
was  reversed. 

In  Foster  v.  Atkison,  1  Lilt.  (Ky.)  214, 
where  a  plaintiff  was  regularly  nonsuited, 
and  the  record  did  not  show  that  the  non- 
suit was  ever  setT  aside,  a  trial  and  judg- 
ment in  his  favor  at  a  subsequent  term  of 
court  was  held  erroneous. 

In  Bailey  v.  Wilson,  34  Or.  186,  65  Pac. 
073,  it  was  held  that,  although  the  court  was 
in  error  in  striking  out  affirmative  matter 
alleged  in  the  answer,  and  in  giving  judg- 
ment of  nonsuit,  no  judgment  in  favor  of 
defendants  upon  the  new  matter  could  be 
entered,  since  the  facts  alleged  had  been 
put  in  issue  by  the  reply  before  the  non- 
suit was  entered,  and  the  issue  of  fact  thus 
formed  eould  only  be  determined  upon  the 
testimony. 

In  Brooks  t.  Cutler,  18  Iowa,  433,  it  was 
said:  '^t  would  not  be  a  leas  strange  than 
a  dangerous  practice  to  suffer  a  party,  aft- 
er dismissing  his  action  against  a  defend- 
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ant,  and  getting  him  out  of  the  way,  to  go 
forward  and  take  judgment  against  him." 

After  a  plaintiff  has  dimissed  his  cause 
of  action,  the  court  has  no  right  to  render 
any  judgment  in  his  favor  (Hamilton  v. 
Barricklow,  06  Ind.  398) ;  nor  any  judg- 
ment againt  him  upon  any  of  the  matters 
embraced  in  tlie  complaint  (Miller  v.  Mans, 
28  Ind.  194.) 

Upon  dismissal  by  plaintiff,  there  being 
no  counterclaim,  the  jurisdiction  over  plain- 
tiff ceases,  and  the  court  is  without  juris- 
diction to  enter  a  judgment  in  favor  of  de- 
fendant. Bardes  v.  Hutchinson,  113  Iowa, 
610,  85  N.  W.  797;  Davis  v.  Preston,  129 
Iowa,  670,  106  N.  W.  l.-il ;  Miller  v.  North- 
em  P.  R.  Co.  30  Mont.  280,  76  Pac.  691. 

In  Connor  v.  Knott,  10  S.  D.  384,  73  N. 
W.  264,  it  was  held  that  where,  upon  ap- 
plication of  plaintiff,  a  judgment  of  dis- 
missal was  entered  by  the  court,  the  parties 
were  out  of  court  for  every  purpose  other 
than  to  carry  said  judgment  into  effect,  or 
to  move  to  vacate  or  modify  the  same,  and 
the  court  was  without  jurisdicUon  to  en- 
ter a  further  judgment  upon  a  subsequent 
day,  imposing  a  condition  precedent  to  the 
bringing  of  a  new  action  on  the  same  cause. 
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Messrs.  Jamison,  Elliott,  &  Ostergard, 

lor  appellants: 

Under  the  Code  practice  of  Missouri,  an 
involuntary  nonsuit  is  merely  a  dismissal 
of  plaintiff's  cause  of  action,  wliere  it  is 
taken  before  the  cause  is  finally  submitted 
to  tlie  jury. 

Kational  Waterworks  Co.  v.  School  Dist. 
23  Mo.  App.  235;  West  v.  McMullen,  112 
Ho.  409,  20  S.  W.  628;  State  ex  rel.  Cass 
County  V.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  149  Mo.  109, 
60  S.  W.  278;  Hudson-Kimberly  Pub.  Co.  v. 
Young,  90  Mo.  App.  513;  Wiethaupt  v.  St. 
Louis,  158  Mo.  659,  59  S.  W.  960;  Mcddis 
V.  Wilson,  175  Mo.  133,  74  S.  W.  984. 

The  judgment  of  dismissal  may  be  final 
although  no  appeal  is  taken. 

Chouteau  v..Rowse,  90  Mo.  195,  2  S.  W. 
209;  Hewitt  v.  Steele,  136  Mo.  334,  38  S. 
W.  82;  Estea  v.  Fry,  IOC  Mo.  81,  05  S.  W. 
741;  Wctmore  v.  Croucli,  188  Mo.  053,  87 
S.  W.  954,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  94. 

Messrs.  Latlirop,  Morrow,  Fox,  & 
Moore  and  George  J.  Mcrsercau,  for  re- 
Bpondent: 

PlaintiiTs  had  not  sufTered  a  nonsuit  as 
contemplated  by  the  statute,  until  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  had  been  disposed  of  by 
appeal. 

Wetmore  v.  Crouch,  188  Mo.  647,  87  S.  W. 
954,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  94;  Hewitt  t. 
Steele,  136  Mo.  334,  38  S.  W.  82. 

There  was  no  discontinuance  of  the  cause. 
The  merits  of  the  ease  were  tried  and  final 
judgment  entered. 

Wetmore  v.  Crouch,  188  Mo.  054,  87  S. 
W.  954,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  94. 

The  plaintiffs'  rights  in  the  case  are  clear- 
ly pointed  out  by  the  statute  governing  ap- 
peals. 

Cootney  v.  St.  Louis  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  151 
Mo.  35,  51  S.  W.  1030;  State  ex  rel.  Cass 
County  V.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  149  Mo.  104, 
50  S.  W.  278. 

Woodson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

The  real  question  presented  by  this  record 
for  determination  is,  Was  the  action  of  the 
trial  court  in  sustaining  respondent's  mo- 
tion to  dismiss  this  suit  legal  and  proper? 
The  correct  answer  to  that  question,  how- 
ever, depends  upon  the  proper  determina- 
tion of  two  or  three  legal  propositions. 

The  record  discloses  the  fact  that  plain- 
tiffs brought  against  defendant  a  prior  suit, 
setting  up  the  same  cause  of  action  that  is 
stated  in  the  petition  filed  herein.  At  the 
June  term,  1906,  of  the  circuit  court,  sit- 
ting at  Independence,  said  cause  was  called 
for  trial,  and  the  following  proceedings  were 
then  and  there  had,  namely,  the  plaintiffs 
introduced  their  evidence,  and,  at  the  close 
thereof,  the  defendant  asked  an  instruction 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


in  the  nature  of  a  demurrer  to  the  evidence, 
which  was  by  the  court  given.  Thereupon 
the  plaintiffs  took  a  nonsuit  with  leave  to 
move  to  set  the  same  aside.  In  due  time 
and  in  proper  form,  plaintiffs  filed  their  mo- 
tion to  set  aside  the  nonsuit  which  they  were 
forced  to  take  on  account  of  the  action  of 
the  court  in  giving  said  instruction,  am. 
also  asked  for  a  new  trial.  This  motion  via 
by  the  court  overruled,  and  thereupon  a 
judgment  of  nonsuit  was  entered  against 
the  plaintiffs.  No  appeal  was  taken  by  them 
from  that  judgment,  but  instead  thereof,  as 
before  stated,  they  instituted  this  suit  ufon 
the  same  cause  of  action  in  the  circuit  ccurt 
of  Kansas  City.  Counsel  for  defendant  cim- 
tend  by  their  motion  to  dismiss  this  acti..>K, 
that  the  foregoing  facts  are  res  judicata, 
and  constitute  a  complete  bar  to  appellants' 
right  to  a  recovery  herein.  In  suppurt  of 
this  contention,  counsel  insist  that  the  plain- 
tiffs in  this  case  did  not  suffer  a  nonsuit 
to  go  against  them  in  the  former  suit,  but 
that  there  was  a  final  judgment  rendered  tr 
tlie  court  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  ani 
against  the  plaintiffs,  and  that,  they  hav- 
ing failed  to  appeal  from  that  judgment, 
it  became  rea  judicata,  as  before  Bbited;  an<l 
for  that  reason  neither  §  2868,  as  amen<Irl 
by  the  act  of  1905  (Laws  1905,  p.  loj 
[Anno.  Stat.  1906,  p.  1652]),  nor  §  42bS, 
Rev.  Stat.  1899  (Anno.  Stat.  1906,  p.  23o:\, 
is  applicable  to  this  case,  and  are  only  avail- 
ing where  a  nonsuit  is  suffered.  In  support 
of  that  insistence,  counsel  relics  upon  th« 
case  of  Wetmore  v.  Crouch,  188  5Io.  653,  S7 
S.  W.  954,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  94.  The 
statute  the  court  there  had  under  consid?!*- 
tion  was  §  4285,  before  mentioned,  contained 
in  article  2  of  chapter  48,  entitled  "Limiu- 
tions  of  Actions."  That  section  reads  as 
follows:  "If  any  action  shall  have  bwi 
commenced  within  the  times  resp.-ctitc'.T 
prescribed  in  this  chapter,  and  the  plaic* 
tiff  therein  suffer  a  nonsuit,  or,  after  a  ver- 
dict for  him,  the  judgment  be  arrested,  or, 
after  a  judgment  for  him,  the  same  !«•  re- 
versed on  appeal  or  error,  such  plaintiff 
may  commence  a  new  action  from  time  to 
time,  within  one  year  alter  suoh  nonsuit 
suffered  by  such  judjrnient  arrested  or  re- 
versed; and,  if  the  cause  of  action  suniive 
or  descend  to  his  heirs,  or  survive  to  his 
executors  or  administrators,  they  may,  in 
like  manner,  commence  a  new  action  withia 
the  time  herein  allowed  to  such  plaintiff; 
or,  if  no  executor  or  administrator  be  quali- 
fied, then  within  one  year  aftor  letters  tes- 
tamentary or  of  administration  shall  have 
been  granted  to  him." 

In  construing  this  statute,  this  court, 
speaking  through  Judge  Lamm,  in  the  ca->e 
before  cited,  on  page  652  of  188  Mo.,  said : 
"A  broad  view  of  this  section — a  view  that 
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takes  in  as  well  the  remedy  to  be  advanced 
as  the  mischief  to  be  retarded,  and  that  does 
not  deal  in  mere  'mint  and  anise  and  cum- 
min,' but  goes  to  the  weightier  matter  of 
the  law — shows  that  it  was  in  the  legisla- 
tive mind  that  a  litigant  should  have  a  day 
in  court,  a  trial  on  the  merits  of  his  cause. 
If  the  proceedings  fell  short  of  that,  if  the 
judgment  was  arrested,  or  if  for  plaintiff 
and  reversed  on  error  or  appeal,  or  if  some 
interlocutory  matter  supervened  and  thwart- 
ed a  trial  on  the  merits,  then  the  prescribed 
[H'riod  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  ex  gra- 
tia, should  be  extended  for  one  year  as  atone- 
ment for  the  miscarriage  of  justice.  It  is 
apropos  to  the  subject  to  noic  that  the 
fri-.-^ty  attitude  of  courts  towards  statutes 
of  limitation  is  attested  by  the  earlier  de- 
cisions, but  all  judicial  frigidity  has  dis- 
solved under  the  benignant  sunlight  of  mod- 
ern apprehension  of  the  salutary  principles 
underlying  such  laws,  and  the  experiences 
of  commercial  people.  As  said  by  Wood 
(Wood,  Limitations,  3d  ed.  §  4):  'These 
Bt.atutos  are  declared  to  be  "among  the  most 
bi-iieficial  to  be  found  in  our  books."  "They 
rest  upon  sound  policy,  and  tend  to  the 
IH.'.'ice  and  welfare  of  society;"  and  are  so 
construed  as  to  effectuate  the  intention  of 
the  legislature,  although  in  individual  cases 
they  may  produce  hardships.  But  if  par- 
ties will  not  settle  their  business  matters 
within  reasonable  period,  before  human  tes- 
timony is  lost  and  human  memory  fails,  on 
pain  of  losing  the  right  to  a  remedy  there- 
on, not  the  law,  but  the  party,  is  responsi- 
V>1<»  for  the  hardship  entailed.'  But  in  ap- 
phing  this  wholesome  rule  of  construction, 
it  will  appear  that  all  the  provisions  of  our 
statute  of  limitations  should  be  construed 
together,  and  thus  a  liberal  construction  be 
piven  to  effectuate  the  purposes  of  §  428.5, 
as  a  constituent  part  of  the  legislative  utter- 
ance, as  well  as  to  effectuate  the  purposes 
of  the  other  provisions  of  the  statute.  In 
this  spirit  of  liberality,  it  was  early  held 
that  the  section  in  hand  applies  as  well  to 
voluntary  as  to  involuntary  nonsuits.  Shaw 
V.  Pershing,  57  Mo.,  loc.  cit.  422;  Briant  v. 
Fudge,  6.3  Mo.,  Inc.  cit.  402,  403;  Hewitt  v. 
Steele,  136  Mo.,  loc.  cit,  333,  38  S.  W.  82. 
Tliis  view  has  not  been  entertained  in  some 
jurisdictions.  For  example,  in  Illinois,  in 
Boyce  ▼.  Snow,  187  111.  181,  58  N.  E.  403, 
it  was  held  that  a  statute  substantially  the 
name  a»  ours  referred  alone  to  involuntary 
nonsuits,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that,  by 
including  voluntary  nonsuits  within  the 
scope  of  the  statute,  it  is  put  within  the 
easy  power  of  a  plaintiff,  sua  sponte,  to 
harass  a  defendant  with  vexatious  litigation, 
and  this  point  was  urged  by  counsel  in  the 
Shaw  Case,  supra.  The  languajro  of  our 
statute  is  'suffer  a,  nonsuit.'  A  cl.-i.se  gloss 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


of  that  phrase  might  very  well  have  resulted 
in  a  holding  that,  by  the  use  of  the  word 
'suffer'  the  idea  of  being  subjected  to  a  con- 
trolling force  is  suggested,  and  that  noth- 
ing but  an  involuntary  nonsuit  would  meet 
the  spirit  of  the  law,  but  this  court,  as  evi- 
dence' in  its  blandness  in  advancing  the  rem- 
edy sought,  construed  the  statute  as  includ- 
ing both  kinds  of  nonsuits,  voluntary  as  well 
as  involuntary,  and  has  consistently  main- 
tained that  position.  Again,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  advancing  the  remedy,  this  court  in 
Chouteau  v.  Kowse,  00  Mo.  101,  2  S.  W. 
200,  held  that  it  was  not  naccssary  to  sue 
within  one  year  after  the  judgment  of  non- 
suit was  rendered  in  the  circuit  court,  but 
that,  if  the  second  suit  was  commenced  with- 
in one  year  after  such  judgment  on  plain- 
tiff's appeal  was  affirmed  in  this  Court,  it 
was  well  enough.  It  was  observed  in  that 
case,  by  way  of  subtle  analysis  to  further 
the  argument,  that  the  statute  does  not  say 
within  one  year  after  a  nonsuit  was  taken 
or  after  a  judgment  for  nonsuit  was  en- 
tered, but  within  one  year  after  such  non- 
suit was  suffered,  and  it  was  hold  that  a 
party  has  not  suffered  i^  nonsuit  until  a 
judgment  of  nonsuit  is  .entered,  to  the  en- 
forcement of  which  no  legal  impediment  ex- 
ists, which  fact  could  not  exist  as  long  as 
the  judgment  was  held  up  by  appeal.  To 
the  same  effect  is  Hewitt  v.  Steele,  136  Mo., 
loc.  cit.  334,  38  S.  W.  82. 

"Coming  to  a  closer  view  of  the  issue, 
and  still  keeping  in  mind  the  liberal  ten- 
dency of  this  court  in  construing  this  law, 
it  has  practically  been  held  that  the  word 
'nonsuit'  in  the  section  involved  means  any 
judgment  of  discontinuance  or  dismissal 
whereby  the  merits  are  left  untouched,  thus 
discarding  all  technical  niceties  in  the  gloss 
of  the  wcvrd.  For  instance,  in  Meddis  v. 
Wilson,  175  Mo.  128,  74  S.  W.  984,  a  suit 
was  disposed  of  by  the  following  entry: 
'This  cause  coming  on  to  be  heard,  and  it 
appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court 
that  the  plaintiffs  herein  do  not  appear  to 
prosecute  in  this  cause,  it  is  thereupon  or- 
dered that  this  cause  be  dismissed  for  want 
of  prosecution.'  It  was  held  that  such  judg- 
ment of  dismissal  was  a  nonsuit,  within  the 
meaning  of  §  4285,  supra.  In  Weber  v. 
Schergens,  28  Mo.  App.  587,  a  suit  was 
brought  on  a  tax  bill  issued  in  I860,  which, 
having  been  reversed  in  1875  (59  Mo.  389), 
stood  in  the  circuit  court  for  trial  de  novo 
until  the  year  1877,  'when  the  plaintiff  vol- 
untarily dismissed  it.'  Judge  Thompson, 
speaking  for  that  court,  held  that  a  subse- 
quent suit  on  an  amended  tax  bill  was 
barred,  because  not  commenced  within  one 
year  after  the  dismissal.  Page  593.  Per- 
suasive authority  exists  elsewhere  tending 
to  the  same  end.    For  example,  in  Herring 
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V.  Poritz,  6  in.  App.  208,  the  record  iliowed 
that  a  caiue  waa  called  for  trial  and  de- 
fendants were  present  by  their  attompTS, 
but  that  plaintiff  failed  to  appear,  either  by 
person  or  attorney,  and  being  three  times 
called,  his  default  was  entered,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  defendants'  attorneys,  the  suit  was 
dismissed,  and  judgment  went  against  plain- 
tiff for  costs.  The  question  presented  was 
whether,  under  the  Illinois  statute  which  pro- 
vides that,  if  the  time  limit  for  bringing  such 
action  shall  expire  during  the  pendency  of 
a  suit  in  which  plaintiff  be  nonsuited,  he 
may  commence  a  new  action  within  one  year, 
and  not  after,  such  entry  of  dismissal  was 
an  involuntary  nonsuit.  Following  a  schol- 
arly consideration  of  the  meaning  of  the 
word  'nonsuit,'  wherein  Bouvier's  Law  Dic- 
tionary, Wd>ster'8  Dictionary,  and  Black- 
stone  were  explored  for  light,  the  court  ar- 
rived at  the  conclusion  that'  a  judgment 
dismissing  a  cause  under  such  circumstances 
brought  the  plaintiff  within  the  fair  intend- 
ment ol  the  law.  In  State  Bank  v.  Mag- 
ness,  11  Ark.  343,  it  was  contended  that  a 
statute  providing  that  'when  a  suit  shall  be 
commenced  and  the  plaintiff  suffer  a  non- 
suit, he  may  renew  his  action  within  twelve 
months  from  the  time  of  such  nonsuit,'  was 
not  met  by  a  judgment  of  dismissal.  The 
court  held  that  there  was  no  substantial 
difference  between  a  judgment  of  nonsuit 
and  a  judgment  of  dismissal,  and  that  the 
effect  of  both  is  the  same.  To  the  same  ef- 
fect is  Baldwin  v.  Davidson,  139  Mo.,  loc. 
cit.  126,  61  Am.  St.  Rep.  460,  40  S.  VV.  765. 
And  in  Louisiana,  Belden  v.  Butchers'  Union 
Slaughter-house  Ck>.  38  La.  Ann.  391,  a  case 
was  dismissed  because  of  a  failure  to  fur- 
nish a  bond  for  costs,  on  motion  of  defend- 
ant's counsel,  as  we  infer  was  the  case  at 
bar.  It  was  held  by  that  court  that  such 
dismissal  did  not  constitute  a  voluntary 
abandonment  of  the  suit  as  contemplated 
by  a  statute  suspending  prescription  during 
the  pendency  of  suit.  And  in  Haldeman  v. 
United  States,  91  U.  S.  584,  23  L.  ed.  433, 
it  was  held  that  the  entry  of  a  judgment 
'that  the  suit  is  not  prosecuted,  and  be  dis- 
missed,' is  nothing  more  than  the  record  of 
a  nonsuit.  Examples  of  this  character 
might  be  multiplied,  but  let  the  foregoing 
suffice  for  our  purpose,  which  is  to  show 
that  a  judgment  of  nonsuit  and  a  judgment 
of  dismissal  serve  the  same  purpose,  have 
the  same  legal  effect,  and  arrive  at  the  same 
end,  and  hence  should  be  treated  alike  and 
allowed  the  same  office  in  the  everyday  ad- 
ministration of  the  law.  Under  modern 
practice  the  court,  nisi,  could  have  entered 
a  nonsuit  in  terms  or  a  judgment  of  dis- 
missal, and  this  in  spite  of  §  1543,  Rev.  Stat. 
1899  [Anno.  Stat.  1900,  p.  1373],  which  is 
merely  directory,  and  was  not  intended  to 
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schedule  all  tbe  court's  powti  in  tiie  form 
of  discontinuance  to  be  employed  in  such  in- 
stance. That  the  form  used  happened  to  be 
that  of  dismissal  ought  not  to  have  the  dru- 
tic  result  of  stripping  the  plaintiff  by  one 
stroke  of  the  pen,  of  the  benefits  of  §  4265, 
in  view  of  our  conclusion  that  an  entry  of 
dismissal  and  an  entry  of  nonsuit  arc  equiv- 
alent in  law  and  practice." 

If  we  correctly  comprehend  the  position 
taken  by  counsel  for  defendant,  they  do  not 
contend  that  said  statute  as  above  construed 
by  this  court  is  not  applicable  to  a  cai« 
where  simply  a  nonsuit  is  suffered  by  plain- 
tiff, but  they  do  insist  that,  in  the  former 
case,  there  was  not  <mly  a  nonsuit  suffered 
by  plaintiffs,  but  that  the  record  also  shon-s 
that  a  final  judgment  was  rendered  against 
them  in  that  suit,  and  in  favor  of  the  de- 
fendant therein,  which  was  never  appealed 
from,  but  is  still  in  full  force  and  effect. 
This  contention  of  respondent  is  based  upon 
the  following  language  contained  in  the  bill 
of  exceptions  filed  herein  (which,  however, 
does  not  purport  to  be  a  copy  of  the  judg- 
ment, but  only  a  statement  of  its  l^al  ef- 
fect) :  "That,  on  the  trial  of  the  isfies 
between  the  parties  hereto,  based  on  the  same 
cause  of  action,  at  the  June  term,  1906, 
of  this  court,  at  Independence,  Jackson  coun- 
ty, Missouri,  plaintiffs  took  a  nonsuit  with 
leave  to  move  to  set  the  same  aside;  that, 
at  said  term,  said  plaintiffs  duly  moved  the 
court  to  set  aside  said  nonsuit,  and  that, 
at  said  term,  said  court  denied  said  motion, 
and  thereupon  rendered  judgment  in  said 
action  in  favor  of  defendant,  against  plain- 
tiffs, which  judgment  was  not  appealed  from 
by  plaintiffs,  and  that,  at  the  time  of  tbe 
filing  of  the  petition  in  this  cause  of  action, 
against  which  this  motion  to  dismiss  is  di- 
rected, the  said  June  term,  1906,  of  this 
court,  at  Independence,  Jackson  county,  Mis- 
souri, had  duly  ended."  In  our  opinion, 
counsel  misconstrue  the  meaning  of  the  lan- 
guage quoted.  While  it  is  true  it  states  that 
the  court  rendered  judgment  "in  favor  of 
defendant,  against  plaintiffs,"  yet  that  lan- 
guage must  be  read  in  the  liglit  of  and  in 
connection  with  that  which  precedes  it, 
which  states  that  "plaintiffs  took  a  nonsuit 
with  leave  to  move  to  set  the  same  aside," 
etc.  So,  if  we  read  the  two  clauses  last 
quoted  together,  then  clearly  the  meaning 
thereof  is  that  the  judgment  mentioned  was 
a  judgment  of  nonsuit,  and  not  a  final  judg- 
ment upon  tbe  merits  as  contended  for  by 
counsel  for  respondent  But  suppose  we  are 
in  error  in  our  construction  of  the  language 
used,  and  that  the  contention  placed  there- 
on by  counsel  is  the  correct  one,  then  how 
stands  the  case?  Not  one  whit  more  fa- 
vorable to  respondent  than  it  would  be  if 
it  rested  upon  the  construotion  placed  upon 
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it  by  the  court,  for  the  obvious  reason  that 
the  yery  language  relied  upon  by  counsel 
as  constitutingHhe  basis  for  the  contention, 
that  the  judgment  was  final,  and  not  one 
of  nonsuit,  shows  that  "plaintiffs  took  a 
nonsuit  "before  the  court'  rendered  judg- 
ment in  said  action  in  favor  of  defendant, 
against  plaintiffs."  Under  our  practice  act, 
an  involuntary  nonsuit  is  merely  a  dismis- 
sal of  plain  ti  it's  case,  when  done  before  the 
cause  is  finally  submitted  to  the  jury,  or  as 
was  done  in  the  .case  tried  at  Independence. 
In  the  case  of  Wctmore  v.  Crouch,  188  Mo. 
663,  87  S.  W.  954,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  94, 
Judge  Lamm,  in  speaking  for  the  court, 
said:  "It  has  practically  been  held  that 
the  word  'nonsuit'  in  the  section  involved 
means  any  judgment  of  discontinuance  or 
dismissal  whereby  the  merits  are  left  un- 
touched." In  support  of  that  statement  of 
the  law,  our  learned  associate  reviews  some 
of  the  decisions  of  this  and  other  courts,  as 
shown  by  the  extended  quotation  before 
made  from  thatr  case.  To  the  same  effect 
are  the  following  cases:  National  Water- 
works Co.  ▼.  School  Dist.  23  Mo.  App.,  loc 
cit.  234;  West  v.  McMullcn,  112  Mo.,  loc. 
cit.  409,  410,  20  S.  W.  628;  State  ex  rel. 
Cass  County  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  149  Mo., 
loc.  cit.  109,.  50  S.  W.  278;  Hudson-Kimberly 
Pub.  Co.  V.  Young,  90  Mo.  App.,  loc.  cit. 
613;  Wiethaupt  v.  St.  Louis,  158  Mo.,  loc- 
cit.  659,  59  S.  W.  960;  Meddis  v.  Wilson, 
175  Mo.,  loc.  cit.  133,  74  S.  W.  984.  If 
the  nonsuit  suffered  by  plaintiffs,  at  Inde- 
pendence, was  in  legal  contemplation  but 
the  dismissal  of  their  former  suit,  then  it 
must  necessarily  follow  that  the  circuit 
court  of  Jackson  county,  sitting  at  Inde- 
pendence, had  no  power  or  authority  to  en- 
ter the  final  judgment  mentioned  in  favor 
of  defendant  and  against  plaintiffs,  as  is 
contended  for  by  counsel  for  respondent,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  their  suit,  accord- 
ing to  respondent's  own  theory,  was  dis- 
missed several  days  before  the  court  un- 
dertook to  render  the  judgment  mentioned, 
which  was  not  done  until  after  the  motion 
to  set  aside  the  nonsuit  was  overruled,  as 
shown  by  the  record.  It  is  academic  that  a 
case  must  be  pending  in  court  before  the 
court  possesses  the  power  to  render  judg- 
ment thereon;  and  in  the  former  case  be- 
tween these  parties,  the  only  authority  the 
court  had,  after  the  nonsuit  was  taken  there- 
in, was  either  to  sustain  the  motion  to  set 
aside  the  dismissal  or  nonsuit,  and  thereby 
reinstate  the  cause  which  had  been  previ- 
ously dismissed,  or  to  overrule  said  motion, 
M  was  done,  and  thereby  leave  the  cause  of 
action  where  the  plaintiffs  had  placed  it, 
by  taking  the  nonsuit  namely  outside  of 
and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit 
court. 
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We  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the 
judgment  rendered  by  the  circuit  court,  at 
Independence,  was  not  a  final  judgment  upon 
the  merits  of  the  cause,  but  was  a  judgment 
of  involuntary  nonsuit. 

2.  It  is  next  insisted  by  counsel  for  re- 
spondent that  appellants,  the  plaintiffs  in 
the  former  case,  had  not  suffered  a  nonsuit 
as  contemplated  by  §  2868,  as  amended  by 
the  act  of  1905,  and  §  4285,  Rev.  Stat.  1899, 
until  the  order  of  the  court  overruling  the 
motion  to  set  aside  the  nonsuit  taken  in 
that  case  had  been  disposed  of  on  appeal; 
and  quotes  in  support  thereof  the  following 
language  from  the  case  of  Wetmore  t. 
Crouch,  supra.  "Again,  for  the  purpose  of 
advancing  the  remedy,  this  court  in  Chou- 
teau V.  Rowse,  90  Mo.  191,  2  S.  W.  209, 
held  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  sue  within 
one  year  after  the  judgment  of  nonsuit  was 
rendered  in  the  circuit  court,  but  that  if 
the  second  suit  was  commenced  within  ons 
year  after  such  judgment,  on  plaintiff's  ap- 
peal, was  affirmed  in  this  court,  it  was  well 
enough.  It  was  observed  in  that  case,  by 
way  of  subtle  analysis  to  further  argument, 
that  the  statute  does  not  say  within  one 
year  after  a  nonsuit  was  taken  or  after  a 
judgment  for  nonsuit  was  entered,  but  with- 
in one  year  after  such  nonsuit  was  suf- 
fered, and  it  was  held  that  a  party  has  not 
suffered  a  nonsuit  until  a  judgment  of  non- 
suit is  entered  to  the  enforcement  of  which 
no  legal  impediment  exists,  which  fact  could 
not  exist  as  long  as  the  judgment  was  held 
up  by  appeal."  That  case  simply  holds  that 
where  an  appeal  has  been  tt^en  from  the 
order  or  judgment  of  the  court  overruling 
a  motion  to  set  aside  a  nonsuit,  and  the 
judgment  is  affirmed,  that  the  plaintiff  then 
has,  under  said  sections  of  the  statutes,  one 
year  from  the  date  of  the '  affirmance  in 
which  to  commence  a  new  suit  upon  the 
same  caiue  of  action  stated  in  the  original 
petition.  But  that  case  does  not  hold  that 
plaintiff  in  such  a  case  must  appeal  from 
the  order  overruling  the  motion  to  set  aside 
the  nonsuit  and  to  reinstate  the  cause,  be- 
fore he  can  avail  himself  of  said  statutes, 
and  begin  the  new  suit  thereby  authorized. 
If  he  does  appeal  and  executes  the  appeal 
bond,  then  the  judgment  of  dismissal  ren- 
dered on  an  involuntary  nonsuit  is  super- 
seded and  suspended  until  the  cause  is  de- 
termined in  the  appellate  court;  and,  as  be- 
fore stated,  the  suit  may  again  be  brought 
within  one  year  from  and  after  that  time. 
But  if  an  appeal  is  not  taken,  then  there  is 
no  suspension  of  the  judgment  of  dismissal, 
which  is  effectual  from  and  after  the  date 
of  its  rendition,  and  in  such  a  case  the  new 
suit  authorized  by  said  sections  must  be  be- 
gun within  one  year  from  the  date  of  said 
rendition.    These  views  are  fully  supported 
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by  the  following  cases:  Chouteau  t.  Rowse, 
90  Mo.,  loc.  cit  194,  2  S.  W.  209;  Hewitt  v. 
Steele,  136  Mo.,  loc.  cit.  333,  38  S.  W.  82; 
Estes  V.  Fry,  166  Mo.,  loc.  cit.  81,  65  S.  W. 
741;  Wetmore  r.  Crouch,  supra,  188  Mo., 
loc.  cit  053,  054,.  87  S.  W.  954,  3  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  94;  Hudson-Kimberly  Pub.  Co.  v. 
Young,  supra. 

In  this  discussion  of  this  question,  Nor- 
ton, J.,  in  the  former  case,  in  speaking  for 
the  court,  said:  "It  is  conceded  that  the 
present  suit  was  not  commenced  within  one 
year  after  the  judgment  of  nonsuit  was  ren- 
dered by  the  circuit  court,  but  that  it  was 
commenced  within  one  year  after  the  said 
judgment  on  plaintiiTs  appeal  to  this  court 
was  aflirmed,  on  the  20th  of  April,  1874,  the 
case  being  reported  in  50  Mo.  67.  It  is  af- 
firmed on  the  part  of  defendant  that,  inas- 
much as  the  present  action  was  nut  begun 
within  one  year  after  the  judgment  of  non- 
suit was  taken  in  the  circuit  court,  and  in- 
asmuch as  more  than  five  years  had  elapsed 
from  the  time  plaintiff's  right  of  action  ac- 
crued and  the  institution  of  the  suit,  that 
such  right  is  not  saved  by  §  3239,  Revised 
Statutes,  but  is  forever  barred,  which  sec- 
tion is  as  follows :  'If  any  action  shall  have 
been  commenced  within  the  times  respect- 
ively prescribed  in  this  chapter,  and  the 
plaintiff  therein  suffer  a  nonsuit,  or  after 
a  verdict  for  him  the  judgment  be  arrested, 
or  after  a  judgment  for  him  the  same  be  re- 
versed on  appeal  or  error,  such  plaintiff  may 
commence  a  new  action  from  time  to  time, 
within  one  year  after  such  nonsuit  suffered, 
or  such  jud^ent  arrested  or  reversed,'  etc. 
This  proposition  is  denied  by  plaintiffs,  and 
they  affirm  that  the  action,  having  been 
brought  within  one  year  after  the  rendition 
of  the  judgment. by  this  court  affirming  the 
judgment  of  the  circuit  court,  is  not  barred 
according  to  the  true  intent,  meaning,  and 
spirit  of  said  section,  but  is  thereby  saved. 
Counsel  for  defendant,  in  an  argument 
more  ingenious  than  sound,  insists  that 
'ita  lex  scripta  est,'  and  that  the  stat- 
ute should  be  literally  and  strictly  con- 
strued, without  regard  to  that  other  maxim, 
'qui  hceret  in  litera,  hwrct  in  cortice.'  In 
so  far  as  the  act  in  question  has  been  con- 
strued by  this  court,  it  has  been  literally 
construed  with  a  view  to  accomplish  the 
purpose  of  its.  enactment.  Sliaw  v.  Pershing, 
67  Mo.  417;  Briant  v.  Fudge,  03  Mo.  489; 
Wood  V.  Nortman,  85  Mo.  298.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  statute  does  not  in  terms 
pro\ade  that  the  suit  shall  be  brought  with- 
in one  year  after  nonsuit  is  taken  or  judg- 
ment of  nonsuit  entered,  but  within  one 
year  after  such  nonsuit  is  suffered.  When, 
in  contemplation  of  this  statute,  may  it  be 
said  that  a  party  has  suffered  a  nonsuit? 
I  think  it  is  when  a  judgment  of  nonsuit 
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is  entered,  to  the  enforcement  of  which  no 
legal  impediment  exists.  Nonsuits  are  ei- 
ther voluntary  or  involuntary,  and  it  13 
held  in  the  case  of  Shaw  y.  Pershing,  supra, 
that  both  are  included  in,  and  referred  to 
by,  the  act.  When  a  voluntary  nonsuit  is 
taken,  the  plaintiff  abandons  his  suit  and 
it  is  ended;  and  we  have  held  that,  from 
the  judgment  entered  upon  it,  no  appeal  will 
lie,  and  in  such  case  the  judgment  is  oper- 
ative and  enforceable,  and  the  party  thus 
suffering  the  nonsuit  must,'  to  be  {.rotecteJ 
by  the  statute,  bring  his  action  within 
one  year  after  the  judgment  is  rendered. 
But  not  so  in  the  case  of  an  involuntary  non- 
suit, which  the  plaintiff,  by  some  adverse 
ruling  of  the  court,  is  driven  or  compelled 
to  take,  with  leave  to  move  to  set  the  same 
aside,  with  a  view  not  to  abandon  the  prose- 
cution of  the  suit,  but  to  further  prosecute 
it  by  appeal,  to  test  the  correctness  of  such 
ruling.  Such  appeal,  when  taken,  removes 
the  cause  from  the  circuit  to  the  appellate 
court,  and,  wlien  bond  is  given,  as  in  this 
case,  the  judgment  of  nonsuit  is  superseded, 
and  can  only  become  operative  and  enforce- 
able in  the  event  of  its  being  affirmed  by  the 
appellate  court,  and  it  is  only  when  so  af- 
firmed that  a  plaintiff,  in  contemplation  of 
this  statute,  can  be  said  to  suffer  a  nonsuit. 
If  the  legislative  intent  was  as  contended  for 
by  counsel,  that  intent  could,  and  doubtlesss 
would,  have  been  unmistakably  expressed 
by  making  the  section  read,  if  any  action 
shall  have  been  commenced  within  the  times 
respectively  prescribed  in  this  chapter,  and  a 
judgment  of  nonsuit  is  rendered,  either  up- 
on a  voluntary  or  involuntary  nonsuit,  tlie 
plaintiff  may  commence  a  new  action  with- 
in one  year  after  the  rendition  of  such  judg- 
ment."" 

And  in  the  next  case,  Brace,  Ch.  J.,  clear- 
ly stated  the  law  in  the  following  language: 
"This  statute  applies  as  well  to  voluntary 
as  to  involuntary  nonsuits  (State  ex  rel. 
Lafayette  Co.  v.  O'Gorman,  76  Mo.  370), 
and  when  an  appeal  will  lie,  as  now,  from 
an  order  graiiting  a  new  trial,  which  arrests 
a  judgment  after  verdict,  and  such  appeal  is 
taken,  the  judgment  of  nonsuit  is  thereby 
superseded,  the  case  removed  to  the  supreme 
court,  and  only  when  the  judgment  is  af- 
firmed by  that  court  is  a  nonsuit  suffered, 
within  the  meaning  of  this  statute,  and  the 
plaintiff's  action  having  b&en  commenced 
within  a  year  after  the  affirmance  of  the 
judgment  of  the  first  case,  by  the  supreme 
court,  her  action  was  not  barred.  Chouteau 
V.  Rowse,  90  Mo.  191,  2  S.  W.  209." 

In  Estes  v.  Fry,  supra.  Judge  Marshall, 
166  Mo.,  on  page  81,  said:  "The  one  year 
here  allowed  means  one  year  after  the  judg- 
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ment  .  entered  for  a  nonsuit,  in  arrest,  or 
for  a  reversal,  and  this  is  true  whether  such 
judgment  is  entered  in  the  trial  or  appellate 
court.  Chouteau  v.  Rowse,  supra;  Hewitt 
V.  Steele,  136  Mo.  327,  38  S.  W.  82.  So 
that  this  suit  was  begun  within  one  year 
from  the  date  on  which  the  nonsuit  was 
■uifered,  and  hence  is  not  barred  by  limita- 
tion." 

As  to  the  case  of  Wetmore  v.  Crouch,  su- 
pra, we  set  out  what  Judge  Lamm  said 
therein,  regarding  the  question  under  con ■■ 
sideration,  wliieli  need  not  be  repeated  here. 

In  the  cose  of  Iludson-Kimberly  Pub.  Co. 
T.  Young,  00  Mo.  App.,  supra,  the  judgment 
of  nonsuit  was  not  appealed  from.  On  page 
513,  tlie  court  said:  "An  involuntary  non- 
suit is  merely  a  dismissal  of  the  plaintiff's 
cause  of  action,  when  it  is  taken  before  the 
cause  is  finally  submitted  to  the  jury,  or  the 
court  sitting  as  a  jury,  or  the  court." 

In  the  case  of  Meddis  v.  Wilson,  175  Mo., 
loc.  cit.  132-133,  74  S.  VV.  98-1,  no  appeal 
was  taken  from  the  judgment  ordering  an 
involuntary  nonsuit.  The  court  says:  "The 
plaintiifs  who  'suffered'  such  nonsuit  might 
have  commenced  an  artion  within  one  year 
after  such  nonsuit  was  'suffered.' " 

Under  the  light  of  the  foregoing  adjudica- 
tions, it  cannot,  it  seems  to  us,  be  logically 
held  that  the  statutes  under  consideration 
do  not  authorize  the  plaintiff,  who  suffered 
an  involtmtary  nonsuit  not  appealed  from, 
to  briifg  a  new  suit  within  one  year  from  the 
date  of  the  rendition  of  said  judgment  of 
nonsuit. 

\Vc,  therefore,  rule  this  insistence  against 
respondent. 

3.  A  question  is  raised  and  discussed  as  to 
whether  or  not  §  2868,  as  amended  by  the 
act  of  1905  (Laws  1905,  p.  138),  is  applica- 
ble to  this  case.  The  record  shows  that  the 
nonsuit  mentioned  was  suffered  at  the  June 
term,  1906,  of  the  circuit  court  of  Jackson 
county.  Bitting  at  Independence;  and  tlie 
act  in  question  was  approved  April  12,  1905. 
This  identical  question  was  presented  to  this 
court  in  the  case  of  Clark  v.  Kansas  (^ity,  I 
St.  L.  A  C.  R.  Co.  219  Mo.  524,  118  S.  W. 
40,  and  by  an  unanimous  court  it  was  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative.  That  case  has 
since  boon  followed  by  this  court  in  banc  in 
the  ease  of  State  ex  pel.  Applegate  v.  Taylor, 
(Mo.)  123  S.  W.  892,  loc.  cit.  912,  but  not 
officially  reported.  Those  cases  are  control- 
ling in  this  one.  But  in  this  particular  case, 
this  question  is  of  minor  importance,  for  the 
reason  that,  under  the  undisputed  facts,  the 
case  clearly  comes  within  the  provisions  and 
saving  clause  of  §  4285,  Rev.  Stat.  1891). 

The  judgment  is  therefore  reversed,  and 
the  c»uae  remanded. 

All  concur. 
2C  L.R-A.(N.S.) 
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V. 

STATE  OF  OKLAHOMA- 

(—  Okla,  Crim.  Rep.  — ,  104  Pac.  919.) 

Criminal  law  —  appeal  —  escape  from 
ciifitody  —  effect. 

1.  Where  a  defendant  has  been  convicted 
and  sentenced  to  serve  a  term  in  state  pris- 
on, and  perfects  an  appeal  to  this  court, 
it  is  essential  that  he  should  be  in  custody 
pending  his  appeal,  by  being  confined  in 
the  county  jail  or  state  prison,  as  may  be 
provided  by  law,  or  constructively  in  cus- 
tody by  being  admitted  to  bail;  otherwise 
he  waives  his  right  of  having  his  convic- 
tion reviewed  by  this  court. 

Snme  —  dlsmls.aal. 

2.  The  criminal  court  df  appeals  will  not 
consider  an  appeal  unless  the  defendant  is 
where  he  can  be  made  to  respond  to  any 
judgment  or  order  which  may  be  rendered 
in  the  case.  And  where  the  defendant 
makes  his  escape  trom  the  custody  of  the 
law,  and  is  at  large  as  a  fugitive  from  jus- 
tice, this  court  will,  on  motion,  dismiss  the 
appeal. 

(November  18,  1909.) 

Headnotes  by  Dotle,  J. 

Note.  —  Effect  of  escape  on  appeal  from 
conviction. 

In  the  absence  of  statute  specially_  regu- 
lating the  procedure  in  proceedings  in  the 
nature  of  review,  instituted  to  reverse  or 
set  aside  a  conviction  where  it  appears  the 
defendant  has  escaped  and  is  not  in  actual 
or  constructive  custody,  it  is  within  the 
sound  discretion  of  the  court  to  determine 
whether  the  exceptions  shall  be  argued  and 
passed  upon,  the  appeal  dismissed,  or  the 
hearing  postponed  to  await  the  recapture  of 
the  alleged  offender.  State  v.  Jacobs,  107 
N.  C.  772,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  912^  11  S.  E. 
962;  State  v.  Anderson,  111  N.  C.  089,  10 
S.  E.  316;  McGowan  v.  People,  104  111. 
100,  44  Am.  Rep.  87;  Smith  t.  United 
States,  94  U.  S.  07,  24  L.  ed.  32;  Holton  v. 
Mannix,  6  Kan.  App.  105,  49  Pac.  679;  7 
Enc.  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  924. 

In  White  v.  State,  89  Miss.  675,  42  So. 
164,  which  was  an  appeal  from  a  conviction 
in  the  mayor's  court,  it  was  held  to  be 
within  the  discretion  of  the  trial  judge  to 
dismiss  the  case,  where  the  defendant  was 
not  present  when  the  case  was  called,  and 
that  the  supreme  court  would  not  interfere 
unless  it  appeared  there  had  been  a  manifest 
abuse  of  such  discretion. 

In  State  v.  Anderson,  supra,  the  court 
said  that,  in  the  exercise  of  this  discretion- 
ary power,  the  appeal  in  that  case  would  be 
dismissed  upon  the  motion  of  the  attorney 
general. 

In  State  V.  Cody,  110  N.  C.  908,  66  Am. 
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APPEAL  b;'  defendant  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Blaine  County 
convicting  him  of  forgery.  Appeal  dis- 
missed. 

Statement  by  Doyle,  J.:  -      ■ 

Plaintiff  in  error,  P.  F.  Tyler,  was  indict^ 
ed  in  the  district  court  of  Blaine  county, 
tried  by  a  jury,  and  found  guilty  of  the 
crime  of  forgery.  Motions  for  a  new  trial 
and  in  arrest  of  judgment  having  been  made 
and  overruled,  and  exceptions  allowed,  the 
court  adjudged  according  to  the  verdict,  on 
the  22d  day  of  April,  1909,  that  he,  P.  F. 
I^ler,  be  sentenced  to  the  state  prison  to 
be  confined  at  hard  labor  for  a  term  of 
three  years;  term  to  begin  at  the  time  said 
defendant  is  delivered  to  the  warden  of  the 


state  prison.  On  the  same  day  he  prayed  in 
appeal  to  the  criminal  court  of  appeals, 
which  was  granted,  and  sixty  days  wen 
given  him  in  which  to  prepare  and  serve  a 
case-made.  On  June  19th  the  time  wai  ex- 
tended thirty  days  from  the  2 1st  day  of 
June.  On  July  17,  1909,  there  was  filed 
with  the  clerk  of  this  court  a  petition  in 
error  and  -case-made,  together  with  proof  of 
service  of  notices  of  appeal,  upon  E.  N. 
Boardman,  county  attorney  for  Blaine  coun- 
ty, and  E.  J.  Warner,  clerk  of  the  district 
court  of  said  county. 

On  the  5th  day  of  November,  1909,  there 
was  filed  in  this  case  the  motion  of  the  at- 
torney general,  on  behalf  of  the  state,  to 
dismiss  the  appeal,  which  motion  is  as  fol- 
lows:    "Comes  now  the  above-entitled  de- 


St  Rep.  692,  26  S.  E.  252,  the  court,  in  af- 
firming the  rule  announced  in  the  two  North 
Carolina  cases  cited  supra,  said  that  in 
the  present  instance  they  had  heretofore 
pursued  the  latter  of  the  three  courses 
indicated,  having  continued  the  cause ;  that, 
the  prisoners  not  yet  having  returned  after 
the  lapse  of  more  than  two  years'  indul- 
gence, the  court  would  now  adopt  the  first 
course  and  dismiss  the  appeal. 

And  in  State  v.  Keebler,  145  N.  C.  560, 
69  S.  E.  872,  13  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  496,  the 
court,  after  reviewing  the  former  cases,  dis- 
missed the  appeal,  it  appearing  that  the 
accused  had  broken  jail  and  was  still  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  when  the  case 
was  called.  To  same  effect  is  State  t. 
Moses,  149  N.  C.  581,  63  S.  E.  68. 

In  some  cases  the  courts  have,  on  mo- 
tion, peremptorily  dismissed  the  writ  of  er- 
ror or  appeal  where  it  appeared  that  the 
accused  had  made  his  escape.  Osborn  v. 
SUte,  70  Ga.  731;  State  v.  Scott,  70  Kan. 
602,  79  Pac.  126,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  511; 
Wilson  V.  Com.  10  Bush,  626,  19  Am.  Rep. 
76;  State  ▼.  Edwards,  36  La.  Ann.  863; 
State  V.  Mansfield,  38  La.  Ann.  563;  State 
V.  Porter,  41  La.  Ann.  402,  6  So.  337;  State 
V.  Craighead,  44  La.  Ann.  968,  11  So.  629; 
State  V.  Robertson,  51  La.  Ann.  159,  24  So. 
774;  Com.  v.  Dunham,  22  Pick.  11;  Com. 
V.  Andrews,  97  Mass.  543;  Roberts  v.  Port 
Gibson,  89  Miss.  75,  42  So.  540;  Territory 
V.  Trinkhouse,  4  N.  M.  300,  13  Pac.  341; 
State  V.  Dixon,  131  N.  C.  813,  42  S.  E.  944; 
State  V.  Moses,  supra;  Tylee  v.  State; 
Jacobs  V.  State  (Okla.  Crim.  Rep.)  108  Pac. 
429;  People  v.  Tremayne,  3  Utah,  331,  3 
Pac.  85. 

In  State  v.  Rippon,  2  Bay,  99,  the  court 
refused  to  hear  the  argument  of  the  case, 
but  ordered  a  bench  warrant  to  issue  against 
the  defendant  upon  his  conviction. 

In  Moore  t.  State,  44  Tex.  695,  it  was 
said  that  the  court  would  refuse  to  con- 
sider the  appeal  while  the  defendant  was 
a  fugitive  from  justice,  unless  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  state. 

But  where  the  appellant  returns  and  is 
present  when  his  case  is  reached,  his  ap- 
peal should  not  be  dismissed.  State  v.  Col- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


by,  92  Iowa,  463,  61  N.  W.  187;  SUU  t. 
Stewart,  47  La.  Ann.  410,  16  So.  945. 

As  the  escape  in  State  v.  Wright,  32  U. 
Ann.  1017,  36  Am.  Rep.  274,  was  not  fullv 
established,  the  appeal  was  ordered  to  be 
dismissed  at  the  next  term  of  court  if  the 
appellant  did  not  return  to  the  proper  cus- 
tody of  the  law  within  that  time. 

The  usual  practice  seems  to  be,  however, 
not  to  make  the  order  of  dismissal  final  un- 
til the  defendant  has  had  an  opportunity 
to  surrender  himself  to  the  proper  custodv 
and  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court. 
The  courts  in  the  following  cases  hare 
adopted  this  rule:  Warwick  v.  State,  73 
Ala.  486,  49  Am.  Rep.  59 ;  People  v.  Reding- 
er,  55  Cal.  290,  36  Am.  Rep.  32;  People  v. 
Elkins,  122  Cal.  654,  55  Pac.  599;  Woodson 
V.  State,  19  Fla.  649;  Madden  v.  State,  70 
Ga.  383;  Mc€rOwan  v.  People  and  Holton  v. 
Mannix,  supra ;  State  v.  Carter,  98  Mo.  431, 
4  L.R.A.  621,  11  S.  W.  979;  State  v.  Demp- 
sey,  26  Mont.  504,  68  Pac.  1114;  Sherman 
V.  Com.  14  Graft.  677;  State  v.  Handy,  27 
Wash.  469,  67  Pac.  1094;  State  v.  Conncrs, 
20  W.  Va.  1;  State  v.  Sites,  20  W.  Va.  13; 
Smith  T.  United  States,  supra;  Allen  v. 
Georgia,  166  U.  S.  138,  41  L.  ed.  949.  IT 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  525;  0  Enc  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  9><>. 

In  State  v.  Carter,  supra,  it  was  said  t'int 
a  party  appealing  in  a  criminal  case.  v.-iii> 
escapes  pending  such  u>peal,  is  in  contemjit 
of  the  authority  of  the  court  and  of  the 
law,  and,  upon  his  failure  to  surrender  him- 
self in  compliance  with  the  order  of  the 
court,  his  appeal  will  be  dismissed. 

In  Bonahan  v.  Nebraska,  125  U.  S.  692, 
31  L.  ed.  854,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1390,  the  or- 
der was  that,  unless  the  appellant  be 
brought,  or  returned,  within  tne  jurisdic- 
tion and  under  the  control  of  the  lower 
court  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  that  term, 
the  case  should  be  left  off  the  docket  until 
directions  to  the  contrary. 

In  State  v.  Murrell,  33  S.  C.  83,  11  S.  E. 
682,  the  supreme  court  refused  to  consider 
the  appeal  of  one  of  the  two  defendants 
who  had  escaped  and  was  still  at  large, 
but  considered  the  appeal  of  the  one  who 
had  been  recaptured,  and  said  that,  as 
there  was  no  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal 
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fendant  in  error,  tlie  state  of  Oklahoma,  by 
its  attorney  general,  Charles  West,  and  the 
assistant  attorney  general,  Charles  L. 
Moore,  and  moves  the  above-entitled  court 
to  grant  an  order  dismissihg  the  plaintiff  in 
error's  appeal  filed  herein,  and  in  support 
hereof  alleges  and  states:  (1)  That  the 
plaintiff  in  error  herein  has  heretofore,  until 
the  6th  day  of  August,  a.  d.  1901),  been  con- 
fined and  imprisoned  in  the  county  jail  of 
Blaine  county,  state  of  Oklahoma,  and  was 
BO  confined  and  imprisoned  therein  under 
and  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  the  district 
court  of  Blaine  county,  Oklahoma,  and 
under  and  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  the 
above-entitled  criminal  court  of  appeals  of 
the  state  of  Oklahoma,  pending  his  appeal 
herein,  and  while  in  default  of  bail.    That 


on  the  6th  day  of  August,  a.  d.  1900,  while 
the  said  F.  F.  Tyler  was  then  and  there  so 
imprisoned  and  confined  in  said  jail,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  above-described  orders, 
the  said  P.  F.  Tyler  did  then  and  there  un- 
lawfully and  wrongfully,  and  without  au- 
thority of  law,  make  his  escape  from  the 
said  jail,  and  did  thereafter  flee  from  the 
said  county  of  Blaine  and  from  the  state 
of  Oklahoma,  and  that  the  said  plaintiff  in 
error,  P.  F.  Tyler,  is  at  this  time  a  fugitive 
from  justice,  and  his  present  whereabouts 
unknown.  That  by  reason  thereof  the  said 
plaintiff  in  error,  P.  F.  Tyler,  has  aban- 
doned his  appeal  in  the  above-entitled  cause 
of  action,  and  has  wrongfully  and  unlaw- 
fully ffed  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  above- 
entitled  court,   and   is  not  longer  entitled 


of  the  defendant  who  had  not  yet  been  re- 
captured, they  would  decide  nothing  as  to 
that,  and  the  appeal  wsts  ordered  suspended 
until  the  further  order  of  the  court. 

In  State  v.  Carpenter,  41  S.  C.  549,  19 
S.  E.  691,  692,  after  three  years'  absence 
the  defendant,  whose  appeal  had  been  sus- 
pended in  the  Murrell  Case,  supra,  was  re- 
captured, and  upon  motion  of  the  state  to 
have  his  appeal  reinstated  on  the  docket 
and  then  dismissed,  the  court  ordered  a 
further  hearing  on  the  motion,  and  direct- 
ed that  the  prisoner  be  brought  before  the 
court,  and  the  appeal  was  then  finally  dis- 
missed for  want  of  prosecution  on  the  part 
of  the  accused. 

In  Gentry  v.  State,  91  Ga.  669,  17  S.  E. 
956,  the  appellant  made  his  escape  and  be- 
came a  fugitive  from  justice  after  the  case 
had  been  argued  in  the  supreme  court  but 
before  a  decision  was  rendered,  and,  upon 
this  fact  being  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  court,  the  appeal  was  ordered  dismissed 
unless  the  accused  surrendered  himself  to 
the  custody  of  the  proper  officers  on  or  be- 
fore the  next  term  of  the  court. 

In  Leftwich  v.  Com.  20  Gratt.  716,  the 
court  refused  to  set  the  judgment  aside 
where  it  had  heard  and  reversed  the  con- 
viction before  having  been  informed  of  the 
escape  of  the  accused.  The  court  remarked, 
however,  that  had  the  escape  of  the  pris- 
oner been  known  to  them  before  the  case 
was  decided  and  judgment  rendered  therein, 
they  would  not  have  decided  or  heard  the 
case  while  the  appellant  was  at  large,  but 
would  have  followed  the  former  decision 
of  the  court  in  Sherman  v.  Com.  14  Gratt. 
677. 

But  in  Wood  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  Rep.) 
61  S.  W.  308,  the  court  entertained  a  mo- 
tion by  the  state  for  a  rehearing,  and  dis- 
,  missed  the  appeal  on  account  of  the  ac- 
cused's escape,  which  was  made  prior  to 
the  rendition  of  the  decision  reversing  con- 
viction, the  fact  of  the  escape  being  un- 
known to  the  court  at  the  time  of  its  deci- 
sion. 

The  reason  given  by  the  court  for  dismiss- 
ing the  case  on  appeal  from  the  conviction, 
where  the  appellant  has  escaped  and  be- 
20  Ii.BA.(K.S.) 


come  a  fugitive  from  justice,  is  that  its  or- 
der and  judgment  may  never  be  enforced, 
because  the  appellant  _  by  escaping  has 
placed  himself  beyond  the  control  of  the 
court.  Smith  v.  United  States,  94  U.  S. 
97,  24  L.  ed.  32;  Warwick  v.  State,  supra; 
State  V.  McMillan,  94  N.  C.  945;  Jacobs  v. 
State,  supra;  McGowan  v.  People,  104  111. 
100,  44  Am.  Rep.  8'^;  Com.  v.  Andrews  and 
State  V.  Dempsey,  supra;  Ex  parte  Pereira, 
6  Rich.  L.  149;.  People  v.  Genet,  69  N.  Y. 
80,  17  Am.  Rep.  315,  affirming  1  Hun,  292. 

The  accused,  by  escaping  and  fleeing  from 
the  jurisdiction,  is  held  to  have  waived  bis 
right  to  be  heard  either  by  himself  or  his 
counsel.  Warwick  v.  State;  People  v.  Red- 
inger ;  Madden  v.  State ;  and  Gentry  v.  State, 
— supra;  Sargent  v.  State,  96  Ind.  63 ;  Heath 
V.  State,  101  Ind.  512;  State  v.  Edwards,  36 
La.  Ann.  863;  State  v.  Mansfield,  38  La. 
Ann.  563 ;  State  v.  Porter,  41  La.  Ann.  402, 
6  So.  337 ;  Stete  v.  Craighead,  44  La.  Ann. 
968,  11  So.  629;  State  v.  Robertson,  51  La. 
Ann.  159,  24  So.  774;  Com.  v.  Andrews,  97 
Mass.  643;  Tyleb  v.  State;  Re  Genet,  1 
Hun,  292,  3  Thomp.  &  C.  734 ;  affirmed  in  59 
X.  Y.  80,  17  Am.  Rep.  315;  State  v.  Dixon, 
131  N.  C.  813,  42  S.  E.  944. 

In  People  v.  Genet,  69  N.  Y.  80,  17  Am. 
Rep.  315,  affirming  1  Hun,  292,  3  Thomp. 
&  C.  734,  where  the  accused,  after  being 
convicted  of  a  felony,  made  his  escape,  the 
New  York  court  of  appeals  declined  to  hear 
an  application  for  a  mandamus  to  compel 
the  sealing  of  a  bill  of  exceptions  taken  by 
him.  The  reason  given  was  that  a  prison- 
er cannot  be  permitted  to  take  any  action, 
or  to  be  heard  in  a  criminal  proceeding, 
after  his  escape  from  custody,  so  long  as 
he  remains  at  large.  This  ruling  was  not 
based  on  any  statutory  regulation,  but  was 
held  to  be  a  general  rule  of  criminal  juris- 
prudence. "Tlie  whole  theory  of  criminal 
proceedings,"  say  the  court,  "is  based  up- 
on the  idea  of  the  defendant  being  in  the 
power  and  under  the  control  of  the  court 
in  his  person,"  and  that  "in  criminal  cases 
there  is  no  equivalent  to  the  technical  ap- 
pearance by  attorney  of  defendant  in  civil 
cases,  except  the  being  in  actual  or  con- 
structive custody." 
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to  have  his  appeal  considered  and  de- 
termined in  the  above-entitled  court,  and  all 
of  which  actions  upon  the  part  of  the  said 
plaiutilT  in  error,  P.  F.  Tyler,  have  been  vol- 
untary and  wrongful  and  unlawful  and  con- 
trary to  law  and  the  orders  of  the  court. 
In  support  hereof  are  attached  the  alTidavits 
of  George  A.  McArtliur,  P.  W..  Southwick, 
and  W.  B.  Skeen,  and  by  this  reference  made 
a  part  hereof.  Wherefore,  the  defendant  in 
error  respectfully  prays  the  court  to  grant 
and  issue  an  order  dismissing  the  plaintiff 
in  error's  appeal  herein,  and  remanding  this 
case  to  the  trial  court,  with  instnictions  to 
carry  into  efTect  the  original  judgment  and 
sentence  of  the  court  herein." 

This  motion  is  founded  on  the  affidavit  of 
George  A.  McArthur,  sheriff  of  Blaine  coun- 


ty, which  affidavit  is  as  follows :  "I,  George 
A.  McArthur,  of  lawful  age,  after  being  first 
duly  sworn,  do  depose  and  say:  That  I  am 
the  duly  elected,  qualified,  and  acting  sheriff 
of  Blaine  county,  state  of  Oklahoma,  and 
that  I  have  been  such  shcrifT  since  on  or 


about  the 


day  of 


1 


further  certify  and  state  that  I  have  bc;n 
personally  acquainted  with  the  above- 
named  plaintiff  in  error,  P.  F.  Tyler,  for 
years  last  past.    That  the  said  P.  F. 


Tyler  was  convicted  of  the  offense  of  forg?ry 
in  the  second  degree  upon  the  trial  of  the 
case  to  review  which  his  appeal  to  the  above- 
entitled  court  has  been  taken.  That  in  the 
trial  of  the  said  case  in  the  district  court 
of  Blaine  county,  Oklahoma,  which  said 
case  was  and  there  entitled,  'Case  No. , 


And  in  SUte  v.  Logan,  125  Mo.  22,  28  S. 
W.  176,  it  was  held  proper  for  the  trial 
judge  to  refuse  to  sign  a  bill  of  exceptions 
where,  pending  the  appeal,  the  defendant 
broke  jail  and  made  his  escape. 

In  Heath  v.  State,  supra,  it  was  held  that 
a  defendant  who  absconds,  and  remains  be- 
yond the  court's  jurisdiction  for  two  years, 
cannot,  when  rearrested^  secure  valid  excep- 
tions to  the  rulings  on  the  trial,  nor  take 
an  efTective  bill  of  exceptions. 

In  State  v.  Butler,  35  La.  Ann.  392,  the 
accused,  who  had  been  sentenced  to  death, 
was  refused  an  appeal  where  he  made  his 
escape  before  the  return  day  for  filing  the 
transcript  of  appeal,  and  was  not  cnjrtured 
until  long  after  the  judicial  day  had  elapsed. 
The  court  said  that  he  must  stand  the  irrev- 
ocable consequence  of  his  rashness. 

But  in  State  v.  Thibodeaux,  48  La.  Ann. 
600,  19  So.  680,  a  decree  of  the  supreme 
court  dismissing  an  appeal  because  of  the 
escape  of  the  prisoner  was  set  aside  on 
rehearing  and  the  appeal  reinstated,  it 
appearing  that  the  prisoner  had  returned 
to  the  custody  of  tlie  proper  officer.  The 
court  said:  "Considering  this  is  a  case  in 
which  the  accused  has  been  sentenced 
to  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law,  and 
that  our  decrees  should,  in  doubtful  cases, 
favor  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  and  the 
right  of  appeal,  we  have  concluded  to  grant 
the  application  and  reinstate  defendant's 
appeal." 

In  State  v.  Jacobs.  107  N.  C.  772,  22 
Am.  St.  Rep.  912,  11  S.  K.  962,  it  was  held 
that  the  judgment  of  the  appellate  court 
rendered  after  the  prisoner's  escape,  and 
before  his  recapture,  was  a  valid  disposi- 
tion of  the  appeal,  so  that  the  stay  of  exe- 
cution in  the  lower  court,  granted  upon 
taking  the  appeal,  was  removed. 

The  dismissal  by  a  state  court  of  a  writ 
of  error  taken  by  the  accused  from  a  con 
viction,  because  he  has  escaped  and  is  a 
fugitive  from  justice,  is  not  a  denial  of 
due  process  of  law  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Federal  Constitution.  Allen  v.  Goorgia, 
166  U.  S.  138,  41  L.  ed.  940,  17  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  62.5. 

In  a  few  cases,  however,  the  courts  have 
£6  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


refused  to  disniiss  the  appeal.  Thus  in 
People  v.  Sharkey,  1  Hun,  300,  3  Thomp 
&  C.  730,  the  escape  of  the  prisoner  was 
held  to  be  no  ground  for  dismissal  of  writ 
of  error.  The  court  said  that  the  effect 
of  his  escape  was  to  leave  the  case  in 
statu  quo,  so  far  as  action  of  the  convict 
was  concerned;  that,  because  the  court 
would  not  take  any  action  on  his  behalf,  it 
did  not  follow  that  courts  may,  on  motion 
of  the  people,  deprive  the  prisoner  of  the 
benefit  of  proceedings  taken  before  his  es- 
cape. 

And  in  Parsons  v.  State,  22  Ala.  5.1,  it 
was  held  to  be  the  duty  of  the  ciiurt  to 
proceed  with  the  cause,  to  detorniiiic  fr(;ni 
the  record  whether  the  convioticn  v.rs  ce- 
cording  to  the  forms  of  law.  But  this  case 
was  subsequently  overruled  in  Warwick  v. 
State,  73  Ala.  486,  49  Am.  Rep.  59. 

In  State  v.  McMillan,  94  N.  C.  n4.'5,  the 
court  refused  to  dismiss  the  appeal,  but  sus- 
pended further  proceedings,  and  said  that 
it  would  allow  the  case  to  remain  on 
the  docket  to  be  brought  forward  to  be 
heard  and  determined  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  attorney  general  or  the  appellant's  coun- 
sel, when  the  appellant  should  be  rearrested. 
To  the  same  effect  iire  State  v.  Pickett, 
94  N.  C.  971,  and  State  v.  Brocksville,  94 
N.  C.  972.  But  the  practice  in  North  Caro- 
lina has  been  changed,  and  the  necessity  of 
the  rule  has  been  held  to  be  obviatcti  by 
statute;  the  rule  now  prevailing  being  that 
it  is  in  the  discretion  of  the  court  to  hear, 
dismiss,  or  continue  the  appeal.  State  v. 
Jacobs,  107  N.  C.  772,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  912, 
11  S.  E.  062;  State  v.  Anderson,  111  N. 
C.  689,  16  S.  E.  316. 

And  in  State  v.  Johnson,  44  S.  C.  556, 
21  S.  E.  806,  it  was  ordered  that  the  appeal 
be  dismissed,  without  prejudice,  however, 
to  the  appellant's  right  to  move  to  have 
his  appeal  reinstated  if  he  thereafter  should 
place  himself,  or  be  brought  within,  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court. 

And  so  also  in  Re  O'Byrne,  55  Hun,  438, 
8  N.  Y.  Supp.  676,  the  court  refused  to  hear 
a  motion  fx>  set  aside  an  order  of  commit- 
ment for  contempt,  while  appellant  was  a 
fugitive  from  justice,  and  affirmed  the  or- 
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The  State  of  Oklahoma,  Plaintiff,  v.  P.  F. 
Tyler,  Defendant,'  the  said  defendant,  1'.'  F. 
Tyler,  was  sentenced  by  the  trial  court  to 
three  years'  imprisonment,  at  hard  labor, 
in  the  state  penitentiary  at  McAlcster, 
Oklalionia,  as  shown  by  tlie  records  and  pro- 
ceedings in  said  case.    That  on  the day 

of ,  A.  D. ,  the  said  P.  F.  Tyler  was 

remanded  by  the  criminal  court  of  appeals 
to  my  care  and  custody  as  sheriff  of  Blaine 
county,  Oklahoma,  and  was  thereafter  de- 
tained and  imprisoned  in  the  common  jail 
of  Blajne  county,  Oklahoma,  in  the  town  of 
Watonga  tlierein,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
said  order  and  commitment.  That  there- 
after, to  wit,  on  the  6th  day  of  August,  a.  d. 
]S)00,  while  the  said  P.  F.  Tyler  was  so  con- 
fined and  imprisoned  in  said  common  jail 


of  Blaine  county,  Oklahoma,  and  in  my  care 
and  custody,  as  tlic  slicrilf  of  said  county, 
he,  the  said  P.  F.  Tyler,  did  then  and  there, 
without  my  knowledge  or  consent  and 
against  my  will,  escape  from  said  common 
jail  of  Blaine  county,  Oklahoma,  and  flee 
from  said  Blaine  county  and  from  the  state 
of  Oklahoma,  and  that  the  said  P.  F.  Tyler 
is  at  this  time  a  fugitive  from  justice,  and 
his  present  whereabouts  is  to  this  affiant  un- 
known," Also  the  affidavits  of  P.  W.  South- 
wick  and  W.  B.  Skeen,  deputy  sheriffs  of 
said  county,  corroborating  the  foregoing 
affidavit.  Notice  of  the  motion  to  dismiss 
was  served  on  counsel  for  plaintiff  in  error. 
The  cause  was  submitted  on  said  motion  on 
November  6,  1909. 


der,  but  without  prejudice,  however,  to  a 
renewal  of  the  motion  after  appellant  should 
submit  himself  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court. 

And  in  Anonymous,  31  He.  502,  Appx. 
the  court  declined  to  hear  the  exceptions 
until  the  accused  should  again  be  in  cus- 
tody. 

In  Moore  v.  State,  44  Tex.  505,  it  was 
held  that  the  mere  fact  of  appellant's  es- 
cape does  not  forfeit  the  appeal,  that  it 
suspends  the  right  merely  to  prosecute  it, 
but  does  not  abrogate  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  appellate  court  on  it;  that  if  appellant 
should  be  recaptured,  or  voluntarily  return 
and  surrender  himself  to  the  custody  to 
which  he  was  committed,  he  might  then  ask 
to  be  heard,  and  the  court  would  consider 
the  appeal.  The  court,  however,  said  that 
if  after  a  reasonable  delay,  of  which  the 
court  must  judge  from  the  cliaractcr  and 
circumstances  of  the  ease,  the  appellant 
fails  to  surrender  himself  to  legal  custody, 
it  must  regard  and  treat  the  appeal  as  vol- 
untarily abandoned,  and  strike  it  from  its 
docket.  In  that  case  the  appellant  escaped 
October,  ]873,  and  the  court  in  February, 
1876,  dismissed  the  appeal,  it  not  appearing 
that  appellant  had  returned  or  been  cap- 
tured. The  procedure  in  Texas  is  now  reg- 
ulated by  statute,  and  the  cases  are  all  con- 
sidered together  in  anotlier  part  of  this 
note. 

The  supreme  court  of  Mississippi  in  Hard- 
ing v.  State  (Miss.)  .'>0  So.  694,  declined 
to  adopt  the  rule  followed  by  any  other 
state,  and  said  that  it  would  adhere  to  its 
own  practice  which  had  prevailed  uniform- 
ly,— to  refuse  either  to  act  upon  or  dis- 
miss an  appeal  where  it  was  shown  that 
appellant  had  escaped,  in  all  appeals  from 
conviction  for  felony ;  but,  where  the  ap- 
peal was  prosecuted  for  an  offense  less  than 
felony,  they  would  dismiss  the  case  where 
it  was  made  to  appear  that  the  party  had 
abandoned  his  appeal  or  escaped  from  cus- 
tody pending  the  appeal.  This,  the  court 
said,  would  be  pursuing  the  policy  outlined 
in  §  1495,  Code  1000,  which  permits  the 
trial  of  a  party  on  a  misdemeanor  charge 
in  his  absence.  The  case  being  an  appeal 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


from  a  conviction  of  obtaining  money  under 
false  pretenses,  which  was  a  felony,  the  mo- 
tion to  dismiss  the  appeal  was  denied,  and 
the  case  ordered  to  remain  on  file. 

In  Texas  it  is  provided  by  statiite  tliat, 
in  case  the  defendant  escape  pending  the 
appeal,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  appellate 
court  shall  no  longer  attach  in  the  case,  and, 
upon  the  fact  of  escape  being  made  to  ap- 
pear, the  court  shall,  on  motion  of  counsel 
for  the  state,  dismiss  the  appeal.  Young  v. 
State,  3  Tex.  App.  384;  Gresham  t.  State, 
1  Tex.  App.  458. 

This  statute  was  held  constitutional  in 
Brown  v.  State,  6  Tex.  App.  120,  the  court 
holding  tliat  the  escape  should  be  considered 
an  abandonment  of  the  appeal. 

Accordingly  in  tlie  following  cases,  upon 
showing  that  the  accused  had  escai-od,  the 
appeal  was  dismissed:  Gresham  v.  State, 
supra;  Pate  v.  State,  21  Tex.  .\pp.  191, 
17  S.  W.  461;  Graham  v.  State  (Tex.  Grim. 
Rep.)  20  S.  W.  307;  Hamilton  v.  State 
(Tex.  Crim.  Rep.)  23  S.  W.  683;  Zardenta 
V.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  Rep.)  23  S.  W.  084; 
Owens  V.  State,  32  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  373, 
23  S.  W.  088;  Gatliff  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.)  28  S.  W.  460;  Hammons  v.  State,  35 
Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  17,  29  S.  W.  780;  Dement 
V.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  Rep.)  30  S.  W.  358; 
Sanders  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  Rep.)  40  S. 
W.  495;  Brannon  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.)  40  S.  W.495;  Insoll  v.  State  (Tex. 
Crim.  Rep.)  40  S.  W.  792;  Hinds  v.  State 
(Tex.  Crim.  Rep.)  40  S.  W.  792;  Isom  v. 
State  (Te.x.  Crim.  Rep.)  70  S.  W.  23;  Mc- 
Cullough  V.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  Rep.)  108 
S.  W.  1171;  Jackson  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.)  109  S.  W.  149. 

Under  this  statute  it  has  been  held  that, 
upon  the  fact  of  such  escape  being  made 
to  appear,  the  court  has  no  option  but  to 
sustain  a  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal. 
Loyd  v.  State,  19  Tex.  App.  137. 

And  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  can  be 
reinvested  only  by  the  voluntary  return  and 
surrender  of  the  accused  within  ten  days. 
Lunsford  v.  State,  10  Tex.  App.  118;  Loyd 
v.  State,  supra. 

So,  in  Lunsford  v.  State,  supra,  where, 
pending  the  appeal  from  conviction,  tlie  ap- 
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Messrs.  Baker  &  Bloss  for  appellant. 
Messrs.  Charles  West,  Attorney  General, 
Charles  li.  Moore,  and  H.  N.  Boardman 

for  the  State. 

Doyle,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  question  presented  for  decision,  by 
the  motion  of  the  attorney  general  on  be- 
half of  the  state,  in  this  cage,  is  a  new  one 
in  this  court,  although  the  like  question  has 
often  been  considered  and  decided  by  other 
courts  of  last  resort.  It  will  be  observed 
that  it  is  shown  by  the  afTidavit  of  the 
sheriif  of  Blaine  county,  upon  which  the 
motion  to  dismiss  is  founded,  that  the 
plaintiff  in  error,  P.  F.  Tyler,  escaped  from 
his  custody  on  the  Gth  day  of  August,  1900, 
and  is  at  large  as  an  escaped  convict.  His 
appeal  to  this  court  was  perfected  on  July 
17,  1909.  There  has  been  no  appearance  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiff  in  error  to  resist  the 
motion.  However,  it  may  be  argued  that, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  criminal 
procedure,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  have 
his  appeal  considered.  Wilson's  Rev.  & 
Anno.  Stat.  1903,  §  5606,  provides:  "An 
appeal  to  the  supreme  co&rt  may  be  taken 
by  the  defendant,  as  a  matter  of  right  from 
any  judgment  against  him;  and  upon  the 
appeal,  any  decision  of  the  court,  or  inter- 
mediate order  made  in  the  progress  of  the 
case  tnay  be  reviewed."  Doubtless  this  is 
the  law;  and,  if  the  defendant  in  this  case 


had  remained  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  his 
appeal  would  have  been  considered  upon  the 
assignments  of  error,  and  the  judgment 
against  him  reviewed  by  this  court,  but  he 
cannot  unlawfully  escape  from  the  custody 
of  the  law,  and,  while  he  is  at  large  as  aa 
escaped  convict  and  fugitive  from  justice^ 
claim  the  right  to  have  his  appeal  con- 
sidered and  determined,  and  thus  obtain  a 
review  by  this  court  of  the  judgment  and 
rulings  of  which  he  complains. 

From  a  review  of  the  authorities  we  are 
convinced  that  it  is  no  part  of  our  duty  as 
an  appellate  court  to  consider  or  review  the 
judgment,  orders,  and  rulings  of  which  he 
complains,  while  he  is  at  large  as  an  escaped 
convict.  Such  has  been  the  imiform  hold- 
ing of  the  courts  of  last  resort  in  other 
jurisdictions,  and  it  meets  our  full  approval. 
In  the  language  of  Chief  Justice  Waite,  in 
Smith  V.  United  States,  94  U.  S.  97,  24  L. 
ed.  32,  we  may  say  of  the  case  at  bar:  "If 
we  affirm  the  judgment,  be  is  not  likely  to 
appear  to  submit  to  his  sentence.  If  we 
reverse  it  and  order  a  new  trial,  he  will  ap- 
pear or  not  as  he  may  consider  most  for 
bis  interest.  Under  such  circumstances  we 
are  not  inclined  to  hear  and  decide  what 
may  prove  to  be  only  a  moot  case."  While 
it  is  the  constitutional  right  of  the  accused, 
in  a  criminal  prosecution  "to  be  heard  by 
himself  and  counsel,"  it  must  be.  held,  we 
think,  that  he  has  no  right  to  appear  by 
counsel  alone  after  he  has  escaped  from  law- 


Eellant  made  his  escape  from  custody, 
is  appeal  was  dismissed,  though  he  was 
recaptured  the  same  day;  the  court  saying 
that  the  state  would  not  be  required  to 
wait  the  expiration  of  the  ten  days  before 
making  an  attempt  to  recapture  the  pris- 
oner, the  presumption  being  that,  having 
escaped,  he  would  not  voluntarily  return 
into  custody.  To  the  same  effect  is  Ex 
parte  Wood,  19  Tex.  App.  46. 

In  Bush  V.  State,  53  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  213, 
109  S.  W.  184,  the  accused,  who  had  escaped 
from  the  sheriff  after  conviction,  remained 
out  of  his  custody  until  captured  next  day, 
but  as  there  was  some  uncertainty  as  to 
whether  his  surrender  was  voluntary,  so 
as  to  place  him  in  such  custody  as  to  en- 
title him  to  prosecute  the  appeal,  and  as 
the  trial  court  permitted  him  to  execute  an 
appeal  bond,  it  was  held,  on  motion  to  dis- 
miss the  appeal  that  the  action  of  the  trial 
court  in  permitting  appellant  to  execute  the 
appeal  bond  would  be  held  to  be  a  judicial 
determination  that  appellant  was  in  such 
custody  as  to  entitle  him  to  prosecute  an 
appeal. 

And  in  Leonard  v.  State,  S3  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  187,  109  S.  W.  149,  the  motion  to  dis- 
miss appeal  was  denied  where  accused  was 
captured  next  day  after  his  escape,  and 
made  affidavit  that  he  escaped  with  the  pur- 
pose of  making  bond,  and  with  intent  to 
subject  himself  to  the  due  process  of  law. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Under  the  statute  it  is  only  after  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  appellate  court  has  at- 
tached that  an  appeal  will  be  dismissed  on 
account  of  escape  of  appellant,  so  that  when 
the  appellant  made  his  escape  and  was  re- 
captured pending  a  motion  for  a  new  trial 
in  the  lower  court,  and  before  he  had  been 
sentenced  and  given  notice  of  appeal,  the 
motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  on  the  ground 
of  escape  was  overruled.  Carter  t.  State, 
40  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  225,  47  8.  W.  979,  49 
S.  W.  74,  619;  Walters  v.  State,  18  Tex. 
App,  8. 

In  Taylor  v.  State,  3  Tex.  App.  387,  ths 
order  of  dismissal  was  set  aside  and  the 
appeal  reinstated  where  it  was  shon-n  that 
appellant  was  recaptured  before  the  motion 
to  dismiss  was  entered. 

In  Loyd  v.  State,  supra,  the  court,  on 
motion,  reinstated  the  appeal  upon  showing 
facts  which  were  held  insufficient  to  con- 
stitute an  escape  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute. 

And  in  Johnson  ▼.  State,  41  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  9,  51  S.  W.  911,  54  S.  W.  598,  the  facU 
were  held  insufficient  to  warrant  a  dismissal 
of  the  appeal  under  the  statute,  as  not 
constituting  an  escape. 

But  in  Owens  v.  State,  32  Tex.  Crim.  Bep>. 
373,  23  S.  W.  988,  the  facts  and  circum« 
stances  were  held  sufficient  to  constitute 
an  escape  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute^ 
and  the  appeal  was  accordingly  dismissed. 
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fnl  custody  and  Is  at  large.  "A  provision 
of  the  Constitution  tliat  tiie  defendant  hag 
a  right  to  be  heard  in  person  or  by  counsel 
does  not  entitle  the  defendant  to  appear  by 
counsel  when  he  haa  eescaped."  Com.  t. 
Andrews,  07  Mass.  543;  People  t.  Genet,  59 
N.  Y.  80,  17  Am.  Rep.  315.  In  Maine  tlie 
court  declined  to  hear  argument  until  the 
defendant  was  brought  into  custody.  This 
is  probably  the  earliest  case  in  the  United 
States.  Anonymous,  31  Me.  592,  Ap[ix. 
"Where  an  appeal  is  taken  to  a  higher 
court,  and  the  defendant  is  net  required  to 
personally 'appear  before  the  appellate  court, 
the  fact  of  the  escape  is  usually  brought  to 
the  court's  notice  by  affidavit  filed  -by  the 
prosecution."  See  People  v.  Redinger,  55 
Gal.  290,  36  Am.  Rep.  32;  Sherman  v.  Com. 
14  Gratt.  677»  In  WcGowan  v.  People,  104 
111.  100,  44  Am.  Rep.  87,  Chief  Justice  Scott 
said:  "The  plaintiffs  in  error  are  in  no 
position  to  invoke  the  judgment  of  this 
court  in  respect  to  the  errors  allfgcd  to  have 
been  committed  on  their  trial  and  conviction 
in  the  court  below.  They  do  not  stand  ready 
to  abide  that  judgment  when  pronounced, 
but  since  suing  out  the  writ  they  have 
broken  jail,  and  fled  from  the  custody  of 
the  officer,  and  are  standing  in  defiance  o{ 
the  law  and  its  officers.  It  is  a  matter  with- 
in the  discretion  of  the  court  whether  we 
will  hear  the  writ  under  these  circum- 
stances. The  better  practice  clearly  is  that 
the  cause  shall  not  proceed  to  a  hearing 
when  the  persons  to  be  affected  are  not  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  answer 
to  its  judgment,  but  are  in  the  attitude  of 
fugitives  from  justice.  While  it  is  not  es- 
sential to  the  validity  or  binding  force  of 
any  judgment  which  may  be  rendered  by 
this  court  upon  exceptions  presented  by  one 
who  has  been  convicted  upon  a  criminal 
charge,  that  he  should  be  present  in  court, 
either  at  the  hearing  of  the  cause  or  upon 
the  rendering  of  the  judgment,  yet  it  would 
be  idle  for  the  court  to  proceed  to  determine 
the  questions  presented,  when-  the  possi- 
bility of  enforcing  whatever  judgment  it 
might  pronounce  must  depend  upon  the 
option  of  the  fugitive  to  return  into  custody, 
or  upon  the  remote  chances  of  their  ultimate 
recapture  by  the  officers  of  the  law.  Before 
the  powers  of  the  court  can  appropriately  be 
called  into  action  in  a  criminal  procedure, 
like  this,  the  person  to  be  affected  by  the 
judgment  ought  to  be  within  the  control  of 
the  court  below,  either  actually  by  being 
in  custody,  or  constructively  by  being  on 
bail.  The  reason  of  the  rule  is  obvious. 
Should  a  hearing  of  the  cause  result  in  an 
affirmance  of  the  judgment  below,  the 
escaped  prisoners  would  not  be  likely  to  re- 
turn voluntarily  to  meet  the  execution  of 
the  sentence.  Should  a  reversal  result,  they  ' 
26  L.R^.(N.S.) 


might  return  and  submit  to  another  trial, 
or  not,  as  the  grounds  of  the  decision  might 
suggest  to  them  the  prudence  of  one  or  the 
other  course  of  acUon.  We  do  not  think' 
it  would  subserve  the  ends  of  justice  to  per- 
mit persons  charged  with  crime  to  speculate 
in  this  manner  upon  their  chances  of  escape 
or  conviction.  Persons  appealing  to  this 
court  for  redress  should  stand  in  an  atti- 
tude to  accept  and  abide  the  result,  what- 
ever that  may  be.  The  authorities  upon 
the  question  are  in  harmony  with  the  rea- 
son of  the  rule." 

The  appellant,  by  escaping  from  jail, 
where  he  was  being  held  pending  a  determi- 
nation of  bis  appeal  to  this  court,  has  volun- 
tarily withdrawn  himself  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court.  So  far  as  he  has  any 
right  to  be  heard  under  the  Constitution, 
and  the  statute  before  this  court,  he  must 
be  deemed  to  have  waived  it  by  escaping 
from  the  custody  of  the  law.  Where  a  per- 
son convicted  of  a  felony  has  escaped  from 
the  custody  of  the  law,  no  order  or  judg- 
ment, if  any  should  be  made,  can  be  en- 
forced against  him,  and  appellate  courts 
will  not  give  their  time  to  proceedings 
which,  for  their  effectiveness,  must  depend 
upon  the  consent  of  an  escaped  convict. 
\Vhile  we  find  no  express  provision  of  our 
statute  authorizing  a  dismissal  of  an  ap- 
peal in  a  criminal  case  for  the  reasons 
stated  in  the  present  motion,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  appellant  by  his  own  act 
haa  waived  the  right  to  have  his  case  con- 
sidered and  determined.  In  this  con- 
clusion we  are  sustained  by  the  authorities 
quoted  and  many  others. 

For  the  reasons  given,  the  motion  of  the 
attorney  general  to  dismiss  the  appeal  is 
sustained,  and  the  cause  remanded  to  the 
District  Court  of  Blaine  County,  with  direc- 
tions to  cause  the  judgment  and  sentence  to 
be  carried  into  execution. 

Fnrman,  P.  J.,  and  Owen,  J.,  concur. 


EliJNTUCKY  COtTRT  OP  APPEAIjS.   , 

GEORGE  W.  SMITH,  Appt, 

V. 

SOUTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY  et  al. 

{—  Ky.  — ,  123  S.  W.  078.) 

Tenne  —  Injury  to  real  property  —  for- 
eign act. 

1.  A  statute  making  an  action  for  injury 
to  real  property  local  will  not  be  arbitrari- 
ly enforced  where  the  injury  results  from  a 
oause  or  a<i<ll  arising  or  occurring  in  a  state 
♦ther  than  the  one  in  which  the  j^rogerty 
1;^  ^ituate4« 
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Same- —  injury  to  realty  —  cause  aris- 
ing In  other  state. 

2.  The  courts  of  the  state  in  which  an 
explosion  occurs  have  jurisdiction  of  an  ac- 
tion brought  to  recover  for  injury  done  to  a 
building  located  across  the  line  in  another 
state. 

(December  17,  1909.) 
• 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Whitley  Coun- 
ty dismissing  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  the  destruction  of  plaintifTs 
house  by  an  explosion  which  was  alleged 
to  have  been  caused  by  defendants'  negli- 
gence.   Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Faulkner  &  Sharp,  for  appel- 
lant: 

Where  negligence  occurring  in  one  state 
produces  injury  in  another,  recovery  can  be 
had  for  such  injury  in  the  courts  of  either 
state. 

Rundle  v.  Delaware  ft  R.  Canal,  1  Wall. 
Jr.  275,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  12,139,  affirmed  in  14 
How.  80,  14  L.  ed.  335;  Ducktown  Sulphur, 
Copper  &  Iron  Co.  v.  Barnes  (Tenn.)  60 
S.  W.  593;  Peyton  v.  Desmond,  63  C.  C.  A. 
651,  129  Fed.  1;  Stone  v.  United  States, 
167  U.  8,  178,  42  L.  ed.  127,  17  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  778. 

The  destruction  of  a  house,  where  there 
is  no  injury  to  the  land,  and  where  no  re- 
covery is  sought  for  injury  to  the  land,  is 
a  transitory  action,  and  may  be  brought 
in  any  state  or  court  where  summons  can 
be  had  on  the  party  committing  the  injury. 


Little  V.  Chicago,  St.  P.  M.  &  0.  R.  Co. 
65  Minn.  48,  33  L.R.A.  423,  60  Am.  St 
Rep.  421,  67  N.  W.  846;  Rundle  v.  Delawiire 
&  R.  Canal,  supra;  Hobbs  r.  Memphis  i, 
C.  R.  Co.  9  Heisk.  873;  Ducktown  SalpUur, 
Copper  t  Iron  Co.  v. 'Barnes,  supra. 

Messrs.  Humphrey  &  Hamphrey,  for 
appellees: 

The  courts  of  one  state  hare  not  juris- 
diction to  assess  damages  for  injury  to  prop- 
erty in  another  state. 

British  South  Africa  Co.  y.  Companbii 
de  Mocambique  [1893]  A.  C.  602;  Ellcnwood 
v.  Marietta  Chair  Co.  158  U.  S.  105,  39  U 
ed.  913,  15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  771;  Livingston 
V.  Jefferson,  1  Brock.  203,  Fed.  Cas.  Xol 
8,411;  American  U.  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Middletnn, 
80  N.  Y.  408;  Hill  v.  Nelson,  70  N.  J.  L 
376,  57  Atl.  411;  22  Enc.  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  770; 
Rundle  v.  Delaware  &  R.  Canal,  1  Wall.  Jr. 
275,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  12,139;  Mississippi  & 
M.  R.  Co.  V.  Ward,  2  Black,  485,  17  L.  ei 
311;  Allin  V.  Connecticut  River  Lumber  Co. 
150  Mass.  560,  6  L.R.A.  416,  23  K.  E.  oSl; 
Watts  V.  Kinney,  23  Wend.  484,  6  Hill,  82; 
Eachus  V.  Illinois  &  M.  Canal,  17  111.  534; 
Pilgrim  v.  Mellor,  1  111.  App.  448;  McLcod 
V.  Connecticut  &  P.  River  Co.  68  Vt  72S, 
6  Atl.  648;  Mason  v.  Warner,  31  Mo.  508; 
Doulson  V.  Matthews,  4  T.  R.  602,  2  Ite- 
vised  Rep.  448;  11  Cyc  Law  &  Proc.  p.  665. 

Settle,  J.,   delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 
In  this  action,  instituted  in  the  Whitkf 


Note.  ^  Jurisdiction  of  action  at  Jaw 
for  damnf/ea  for  breach  of  contract', 
or  for  tort  concerning  real  property 
in  another  state  or  country. 

I.  Action, for  breach  of  contract. 
II.  Action  based  on  tort  against  real  prop- 
erty. 
III.  Summary. 

As  to  jurisdiction  to  determine  the  right 
of  private  parties  in  interstate  streams,  see 
note  to  Taylor  v.  Hulett,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
536. 

/.  Action  for  Itreach  of  contract. 

As  shown  in  notes  to  Proctor  v.  Proctor, 
69  L.R.A.  673,  and  Fall  v.  Eastin,  23  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  924,  a  court  of  equity  of  one  state 
or  country,  having  personal  jurisdiction  of 
the  necessary  parties,  may  entertain  a  suit 
tn  personam  if  otherwise  properly  cogniz- 
able by  equity,  although  real  property  in 
another  state  or  country  may  be  indirectly 
affected.  It  is  conceded  on  all  sides,  how- 
ever, that  the  courts  of  the  state  or  country 
where  the  real  property  is  situated  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  all  actions,  whether 
at  law  or  in  equity,  that  directly  relate 
to,  pnd  affect  the  title  to,  or  an  interest  in, 
the  property. 
•20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


An  action  at  law  for  damages  for  breach 
of  a  contract  with  respect  to  real  property, 
however,  does  not  affect  the  title  or  any 
interest  in  the  property  itself;  and  such 
action  is,  as  a  rule,  transitory,  and  may  be 
brought  -wherever  personal  jurisdiction  of 
the  parties  may  be  obtained. 

Thus,  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  Living- 
ston y.  Jefferson,  1  Brock.  203,  Fed.  Cas.  Xo. 
8,411,  infra,  II.,  while  conceding  that  the 
rule  was  otherwise  with  respect  to  tort«. 
said  that  it  was  admitted  that,  on  a  contract 
respecting  land,  an  action  is  sustainakie 
wherever  the  defendant  may  be  found. 

So,  though  an  action  of  ejectment  is  local, 
and  a  Federal  district  court  of  Nevada  i> 
powerless  to  enter  a  judgment  of  ejectment 
that  can  affect  the  possession  of  land  in 
California,  yet  an  action,  joined  with  the 
ejectment  action,  for  rents,  issue,  and  prof- 
its of  the  land,  is  transitory,  and  may  •« 
brought  in  the  district  of  Nevada.  Healcy 
v.  Humphrey,  27  C.  C.  A.  39,  48  U.  S.  App. 
437.  81  Fed.  990. 

So,  an  action  upon  a  judgment  for  a  de- 
ficiency arising  upon  the  foreclosure  aiiJ 
sale  of  mortgaged  premises  may  be  main- 
tained in  a  state  other  than  that  in  which 
the  mortgaged  land  is  situated.  Reed  v. 
Chilson,  142  N.  Y.  152,  36  N.  E.  884. 

And  if  commenced  within  the  six  months 
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circuit  court,  tbe  appellant,  George  W. 
Smith,  sought  to  recover  of  the  appellees 
Southern  Railway  Company  and  Louisville 
&  Xashville  Railroad  Company  $1,000 
damages  for  tbe  destruction  by  an  explo- 
sion of  dynamite  or  nitroglycerin  of  a 
house  of  which  he  was  the  owner;  it  being 
eharged  in  the  petition  that  the  destruction 
of  the  house  was  caused  by  the  negligence 
of  appellees,  their  agents  and  servants,  in 
leaving  for  twelve  hours  on  a  track  of  their 
depot  yard  and  near  appellant's  house  in  the 
city  of  Jellico,  unguarded,  and  without  notice 
to  him  or  the  public  of  its  contents,  a  car 
loaded  with  the  explosives  mentioned,  which 
were  made  to  explode  by  the  further 'neg- 
ligence of  appellees'  agents  and  servants  in 
running  against  the  car  containing  them 
engines,  tenders,  or  cars  belonging  to  ap- 
pellees. The  petition  contains,  in  substance, 
the  further  averments  that  appellees'  lines 
of  railroad  respectively  run  through  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  and  through  Whitley 
county,  in  the  state  first  named,  to  the  city 
of  Jellico,  which  is  situated  in  both  states 
and  divided  by  an  invisible  line  separating 
them;  that  the  depot  yard  in  Jellico  is 
partly  in  Kentucky  and  partly  in  Temiessee, 
and  contains  many  railroad  tracks  and 
switches,  some  of  which  lie  in  Kentucky  and 
some  in  Tennessee;  that  the  depot  yard  as 
well  as  the  tracks  and  switches  in  the  yard 
is  jointly  owned,  occupied,  and  used  by  ap- 
pellees. Southern  Railway  Company  and 
Ixiuisville  ft  Nashville  Railroad  Company; 
that   tbe   car  containing  the   dynamite   or 


nitroglycerin  was,  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
plosion of  its  contents,  standing  on  a  track 
of  appellees'  depot  yard  that  was  situated 
in  Whitley  county,  Kentucky,  and  that  ap- 
pellants' house  destroyed  by  the  explosion 
was  situated  in  Tennessee,  but  a  few  yards 
from  the'place  of  explosion.  Although  sum- 
mons was  issued  against  each  of  the  ap- 
pellees, only  the  appellee  Southern  Railway 
Company  seems  to  have  been  served,  and, 
as  to  it,  service  was  had  through  its  station 
agent  residing  nearest  the  county  seat  of 
Whitley  county.  Demurrers  were  interposed 
by  appellees  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Whit- 
ley circuit  court,  which  were  sustained  and 
the  action  dismissed,  and  from  the  judg- 
ment manifesting  that  ruling  of  the  court 
this  appeal  is  prosecuted. 

In  refusing  to  take  jurisdiction  of  the 
case,  the  circuit  court  seems  to  have  acted 
upon  the  theory  that  the  action  is  one  for 
an  injury  to  real  property,  and  therefore 
it  should  have  been  brought  in  the  state  and 
county  where  the  property  is  situated,  as 
provided  by  §  02,  subsec.  4,  Civ,  Code  Prac. 
The  Code  of  this  state  cannot  regulate  the 
venue  of  actions  that  may  be  brought  in 
Tennessee.  Its  provisions  apply  to  actions 
that  arise  or  may  be  brought  in  this  state; 
so  the  question  whether  appellant  has  a 
cause  of  action  in  Tennessee  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  house,  and  in  what  county  there- 
of it  should  be  brought,  would  have  to  be 
determined  by  the  laws  of  that  state,  or 
by  the  common  law.  The  question  here 
presented  '  for    decision,    however,    is    not 


period  prescribed  by  the  New  Jersey  statute, 
an  action  may  be  maintained  in  New  York 
upon  a  bond  to  recover  the  deficiency  re- 
maining after  foreclosure  and  sale  of  mort- 
gaged premises  situated  in  New  Jersey,  the 
Btatute  of  which  provides  that,  in  case  of 
a  deficiency  it  shall  be  lawful  to  proceed  on 
tlic  bond  for  the  dcficieiicy;  but  such  suit 
must  be  brought  within  six  montlis  from 
the  date  of  sale;  and  if  a  judgment 
is  recovered,  such  recovery  shall  open 
the  foreclosure  sale,  and  the  person  against 
uhom  the  judgment  has  |]«en  recovered 
may  redeem  the  property.  Hutchinson  v. 
W  ard,  192  N.  Y.  375,  127  Am.  St.  Rep.  900, 
85  N.  £.  390. 

It  was  held  in  McFadden  v.  Innea,  60 
Misc.  543,  112  N.  Y.  Supp.  912,  that  an  ac- 
tion would  lie  in  New  Y'ork  to  cover  commis- 
siiins  upon  tbe  sale  of  real  property  situ- 
ated in  another  state,  notwithstanding  that 
both  parties  were  nonresidents  of  New  York. 

And  an  action  by  the  original  covenantee 
for  breach  of  a  covenant  in  a  deed,  being 
based  on  privity  of  contract,  is  transitory, 
and  may  be  brought  wherever  the  defend- 
ant may  be  found,  .even  thougli  the  land 
is  in  another  state.  Phelps  v.  Decker,  10 
Mass.  267;  Mott  v.  Coddington,  1  Abb.  Pr. 
26  LwR.A.(N.S.)  69 


N.  S.  290;  Jackson  v.  Hanna,  53  N.  C.  (6 
Jones,  L.)  188;  Holyoke  v.  Clark,  54  N. 
H.  578. 

The  same  principle  is  sustained  by  cases, 
not  within  the  scope  of  this  note,  liolding  - 
that  the  action  need  not  be  brought  in  the 
county  in  which  the  land  is  situated. 

And  the  right  of  a  court  of  one  state  to 
entertain  such  an  action,  although  the  land 
is  in  another  state,  has  been  assumed  in 
many  cases  without  questioning  tlie  juris- 
diction; e.  g.,  Jackson  t.  Green,  112  Ind. 
341,  14  N.  E.  89;  Dalton  v.  Taliaferro,  101 
HI.  App.  592;  Bethell  v.  Bethell,  54  Ind. 
428,  23  Am,  Rep.  050;  Craig  v.  Donovan, 
63  Ind.  513;  Looney  v.  Reeves,  5  Kan.  App. 
279,  48  Pac.  600;  Kling  v.  Sejour,  4  La. 
Ann.  128;  llazelett  v.  Woodruff,  150  Mo. 
534,  51  ».  W.  1048. 

But  at  common  law,  an  action  by  a  re- 
mote grantee  for  a  breach  of  covenant  run- 
ning with  the  land,  being  based  on  privity 
of  estate,  is  local,  and  cannot  be  brought 
outside  of  the  state  or  country  in  which 
the  land  is  located,  unless  the  distinction 
between  local  and  transitory  actions  .  has 
been  abolished  at  the  forum.  Clark  v. 
Scudder,  6  Gray,  122;  White  v.  Sahbom, 
6  N.  H.  220.    The  principle  is  also  sustained 
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whether  appellant  has  a  remedy  under  the 
laws  of  Tennessee,  but  whether  he  may 
maintain  an  action  in  this  state  for  tlic 
alleged  destruction  of  his  house,  and,  if  so, 
where.  Accepting  as  true  the  averments  of 
the  petition,  and  this  we  must  do. upon  de- 
murrer, even  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
the  question  of  jurisdiction,  the  negligence 
which  caused  the  explosion  and  the  explo- 
sion itself  occurred  in  Kentucky  instanta- 
neously, resulting  in  the  destruction  of  ap- 
pellant's house,  situated  a  few  yards  distant, 
in  Tennessee.  This  court  has  never  passed 
upon  a  case  such  as  is  here  presented;  but 
the  important  question  it  brings  to  our  at- 
tention has  been  considered  by  the  courts 
of  other  states,  and  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  whose  decision  of  it 
leads  us  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Whitley 
circuit  court  has  jurisdiction  of  appellant's 
action. 

It  has  long  been  a  familiar  rule  of  the 
criminal  law,  and  is  now  a  part  of  the  stat- 
ute law  of  this  state,  that  when  an  offense 
grows  out  of  an  act  or  acts  begun  in  one 
county  or  state,  and  completed  in  another, 
such  offense  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been 
committed  in  either  county  or  state,  and 
may  be  dealt  with  in  a  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction  in  either  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  actually  and  wholly  committed  therein. 
Thus,  if  a  person  wrongfully  intending  to 
kill  another  stand  in  one  county  or  state, 
and  with  a  gan  shoot  and  wound  or  kill  his 
victim  while  the  latter  is  in  an  adjoining 
county  or  state,  the  wrongdoer  can  be  tried 


and  punished  for  the  crime  in  either  juris- 
diction. Ky.  Stat.  §  1147  (Russell's  SUt 
§  2817)  ;  Crim.  Code  Pr.  §  24;  Com.  t. 
Jones,  118  Ky.  889,  82  S.  W.  643,  4  A.  4  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  1192;  Com.  v.  Ball,  126  Ky.  SO, 
104  S.  W.  325.  The  rule  stated  hat,  as  we 
shall  presently  see,  been  applied  to  injuries 
to  real  estate  sustained  in  one  jurisdiction 
from  an  act  committed  in  another  jurisiiie- 
tion.  While  at  the  common  law  and  b; 
§  62,  subsec.  4,  Ky.  Civ.  Code  Prac,  an  ac- 
tion for  injury  to  real  property  is  mails 
local,  and  must,  therefore,  as  a  general  rule, 
be  brought  in  the  county  in  which  the  land 
is  situated,  this  rule  is  not  to  be  arbitrarilj 
enforced  where  the  injury  to  the  real  estate 
results  from  a  cause  or  act  arising  or  occur- 
ring in  a  county  or  state  other  than  the  one 
in  which  it  is  situated,  for  in  such  a  state 
of  case  the  law  seems  to  allow  the  owner 
of  the  real  estate  the  right  to  elect  whether 
he  will  sue  in  the  county  or  state  where  tlie 
land  lies,  or  in  that  in  which  the  act  cann- 
ing the  injury  was  committed. 

This  right  of  election  seems  to  have  first 
been  recognized  in  England,  in  Bulver's 
Case,  mentioned  in  7  Coke,  1,  wherein  it 
was  said  in  applying  it  to  a  state  of  case  in 
which  the  injury  was  sustained  in  one  comi- 
ty from  a  cause  arising  in  another:  He 
(the  plaintiff)  may  unquestionably  main- 
tain his  action  in  either  county ;  in  Bristol, 
where  the  obstruction  was  raised,  as  well 
as  in  Plymouth,  where  the  injury  was  sus- 
tained. Where  one  matter  in  one  county  ii 
depending  upon  the  matter  in  another  eoim- 


by  cases  not  within  the  scope  of  this  note, 
holding  that  the  action  must  be  brought  in 
the  county  in  which  the  land  lies. 

In  Clark  v.  Scudder,  supra,  the  court  re- 
fused to  entertain  such  an  action,  notwith- 
standing plaintiff's  contention  that,  as  both 
he  and  the  defendants  were  inhabitants  of 
Massachusetts,  he  was  without  remedy  un- 
less he  could  maintain  an  action  there. 

This  exception  as  to  actions  on  covenants 
running  with  the  land  is  sustained  by  many 
cases,  not  within  the  scope  of  this  note, 
denying  the  right  of  a  court  to  entertain 
such  an  action  when  the  land  was  beyond 
the  territorial  jurisdiction,  although  within 
the  same  state  or  country. 

The  common-law  rule,  however,  as  to 
actions  based  on  covenants  running  with 
the  land,  has  been  abrogated  even  as  to 
land  in  other  states,  in  those  states  in 
which  the  distinction  between  local  and 
transitory  actions,  in  respect  of  this  par- 
ticular kind  of  actions,  has  been  abolished 
by  statute.  See  Coleman  v.  Lucksikqeb, 
post,  934. 

Thus,  in  Tillotson  v.  Prichard,  00  Vt.  94, 
6  Am.  St.  Rep.  95,  14  Atl.  302,  the  court 
said  that  at  common  law  an  action  by  a 
remote  grantee  for  breach  of  a  covenant  was 
local,  and  could  be  maintained  only  in  the 
28  I*R.A,(N.S.) 


state  where  the  land  was  situated;  bat 
that,  under  the  Vermont  statute,  the  action 
was  transitory,  and  therefore  could  be  main- 
tained although  the  land  was  situated  out 
of  the  state. 

Oliver  v.  Loye,  69  Miss.  323,  was  a  bill  hj 
a  subsequent  grantee  against  the  original 
grantor,  with  covenant  of  warranty,  to  ob- 
tain reimbursement  for  expenditures  made 
in  resisting  a  suit  and  in  extinguishing  i 
paramount  title.  The  fact  that  the  suit 
was  in  equity  was  suflicient  to  take  it  out 
of  the  common-law  rule  laat  above  stated, 
since  a  suit  in  equity  was  never  hampered 
by  distinctions  between  local  and  transitorr 
causes  of  action.  But  the  court  went  far- 
ther, and  intimated  that,  as  such  distinc- 
tion had  been  abolished  in  Mississippi,  even 
as  applied  to  courts  of  law,  the  action  could 
have  been  maintained,  even  if  it  had  been  at 
law  instead  of  equity.  The  court  said  in 
this  connection:  "The  common-law  distine- 
tion  in  local  and  transitory  actions  does 
not  exist  here.  The  statute  alone  goreras, 
and  we  cannot  disregard  it,  and  beeanse, 
under  the  common  law,  no  remedy  could  be 
had  by  the  assignee  of  a  covenantee  in  a 
covenant  of  warranty  of  title  of  land  lying 
in  another  state,  deny  a  remedy  in  the 
courts  of  this  state  which  does  aot  treat 
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ty,  the  plaintiff  may  choose  in  which  county 
it  will  bring  the  action.  In  Barden  t. 
Crocker,  10  Pick.  383,  Ruckman  y.  Green,  9 
Hun,  225,  supreme  court,  and  Pilgrim  v. 
Mellor,  1  III.  App.  448,  the  doctrine  an- 
nounced in  Bulwer's  Case  was  elaborately 
discussed  and  fully  approved.  The  question 
was  again  before*  the  Illinois  court  of  ap- 
peals for  consideration  in  the  case  of  Ohio 
&  M.  R.  Co.  T.  Combs,  43  111.  App.  119,  in 
the  opinion  of  which  it  is  said:  "The  ob- 
jection that  the  suit  cannot  be  maintained 
in  St.  Clair  county,  the  land  alleged  to  be 
injured  lying  in  Madison  county,  is  not 
sustained,  as,  when  an  injury  has  been 
caused  by  an  act  in  one  county  to  land 
situated  in  another,  the  venue  may  be  laid 
in  either.  .  .  .  And  the  obstruction  com- 
plained of  in  this  case  is  in  St.  Clair  coun- 
ty." The  conclusion  thus  expressed  in  the 
opinion,  supra,  is  supported  by  the  follow- 
ing citation  of  authorities:  Gould,  PI.  6th 
ed.  chap.  3,  §  108;  Chitty,  PI.  10th  ed.  281  j 
Pilgrim  v.  Mellor,  supra.  It  is  true  that  in 
each  of  the  cases  thus  far  cited  the  question 
of  jurisdiction  arose  as  to  an  injury  sus- 
tained to  realty  in  one  county  from  an  act 
committed  or  cause  originating  in  an  ad- 
joining county  of  the  same  state,  but  no 
sound  reason  can  be  urged  against  the  ap- 
plication of  the  doctrine  in  question  where, 
as  in  the  instant  case,  the  injury  was  in- 
flicted in  one  state  from  an  act  or  cause 
occurring  in  an  adjoining  state.  Indeed, 
abundant  authority  for  such  application  of 
the  doctrine  may,  as  already  intimated,  be 


found  in  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  other 
states,  some  of  which  it  may  l>e  instructive 
to  notice. 

In  Thayer  y.  Brooks,  17  Ohio,  489,  49  Am. 
Dec.  474,  the  plaintiff  sued  in  Ohio  to  re- 
cover damages  for  a  nuisance  resulting  in 
the  diversion  of  the  water  from  his  mill. 
The  mill  was  situated  in  Ohio,  but  was 
operated  by  a  stream  having  its  source  in 
part  of  the  land  of  the  defendant  situated 
in  Pennsylvania.  By  ditching  his  land,  the 
latter  so  diminished  the  supply  of  water  at 
the  plaintiff's  mill  as  to  materially  interfere 
with  its  operation  and  injure  the  property. 
In  passing  upon  the  question  whether  the 
action  could  be  maintained  in  Ohio,  the 
court  said:  "The  error  first  assigned  pre- 
sents for  our  consideration  the  question 
whether  case  for  nuisance  can  be  maintained 
in  this  state,  the  property  injured  lying 
wholly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state, 
but  where  the  acts  causing  the  injury  com- 
plained of  were  done  wholly  without  the 
jurisdiction  and  in  another  state.  The  ac- 
tions of  trespass  and  trespass  on  the  case 
for  injuries  to  land  are  local,  and  in  all 
cases  where  the  act  done  and  the  injury 
sustained  are  wholly  in  a  foreign  jurisdic- 
tion, the  place  of  the  injury  is  the  place  of 
the  trial.  This  doctrine  is  universally 
recognized  as  a  rule  of  the  common  law. 
Watts  V.  Kinney,  23  Wend.  484;  Doulson 
v.  Matthews,  4  T.  R.  503.  It  was  sustained 
by  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  after  a  full  ex> 
amination,  in  Livingston  y.  Jefferson,  1 
Brock.  203,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  8,411.    The  action 


such  an  action  as  a  local  one.  The  courts 
which  have  held  such  an  action  not  main- 
tainable have  done  so  under  stress  of  the 
common  law,  which  they  felt  so  bound  them 
as  to  constrain  them  to  do  what  reason  re- 
volted at." 

The  foregoing  language  from  Oliver  y. 
Ijoye  was  quoted  with  approval  in  Worley 
y.  Hineman,  6  Ind.  App.  240,  33  K.  E.  260, 
where  the  court,  after  having  determined 
that  the  existence  of  a  covenant  running 
with  the  land  in  a  deed  executed  in  Indiana 
of  land  in  Illinois  should  be  determined  by 
the  law  of  Indiana,  and  that  according  to 
that  law,  the  deed  did  contain  such  a  cove- 
nant, affirmed  the  allowance  of  a  claim  for 
breach  of  the  covenant  in  favor  of  a  remote 
grantee  against  the  estate  of  the  grantor. 
The  question  of  jurisdiction,  however,  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  raised  by  counsel ;  and 
the  remarks  of  the  court  on  the  subject  nre 
interpolated  in  an  argument  addressed  to 
the  point  whether  the  existence  of  a  cove- 
nant running  with  the  land  should  be  deter- 
mined by  the  law  of  Indiana,  where  the  deed 
was  executed  and  the  parties  resided,  or  by 
the  law  of  Illinois,  where  the  land  was  situ- 
ated. It  may  be  questioned,  therefore, 
whether  this  case  involves  a  deliberate  de- 
cision of  the  jurisdictional  question,  though 
Se  LJLA.(N.8.) 


some  of  the  language  of  the  opinion,  apart 
from  the  context,  especially  in  view  of  the 
affirmance  of  the  judgment  allowing  the 
claim,  seems  so  to  indicate. 

So,  the  right  of  a  court  to  entertain  an 
action  by  a  remote  grantee  for  breach  of 
a  covenant  running  with  the  land  in  a  deed 
of  land  in  another  state  has  been  assumed 
in  a  number  of  cases,  without  questioning 
the  jurisdiction;  e.  g.,  Fisher  v.  Parry,  68 
Ind.  465;  Matheny 'V.  Stewart,  108  Mo.  73, 
17  S.  W.  1014;  Riley  v.  Burroughs,  41  Neb. 
296,  59  N.  W.  929. 

In  Hesser  v.  Johnson,  57  Neb.  155,  77  N. 
W.  406,  it  was  expressly  held  that  an  acticm 
would  lie  in  Nebraska  for  breach  of  a  cove- 
nant against  encumbrances,  notwithstanding 
that  the  land  conveyed  was  in  Iowa,  by  the 
law  of  which  such  a  covenant  runs  with  the 
land.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  whether 
the  action  was  by  the  immediate  grantee  or 
by  a  remote  grantee. 

The  question  as  what  law  governs  with 
respect  to  covenants  presents,  of  course,  an- 
other question,  which  is  considered  in  a 
note  to  Clement  v.  Willett,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1094. 

It  was  held  in  Whitaker  y.  Forbes,  24 
Week.  Rep.  241,  that,  prior  to  the  abolition 
of  local  venues,  at  least,  an  action  was  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


KENTUCKY  COURT  OF  APPEALS. 


Sec, 


in  that  case  was  for  a  trespass  upon  lands 
in  New  Orleans,  and  was  brought  in  Vir- 
ginia. It  was  dismissed  for  want  of  juris- 
diction. Judge  Story  aflirms  the  doctrine 
in  his  Conflict  of  Laws,  §  654:  'Real  ac- 
tions must  be  brought  in  the  forum  ret  tilas.' 
.  .  .  The  position  has  been  presented  by 
plaintiff's  counsel  as  conclusive  of  the  case 
upon  the  first  assignment  of  error.  We  have 
not  so  considered  the  law.  The  act  was 
done  in  Pennsylvania.  The  injury  which 
was  occasioned  by  that  act  was  sustained 
in  Ohio.  In  such  a  ease  it  is  believed  the 
suit  would  well  lie  in  either  state.  'When 
an  injury  has  been  caused  by  an  act  done 
in  one  county  to  land,  etc.,  situated  in  an- 
other, the  venue  may  be  laid  in  either.' 
1  Chitty,  PI.  299,  and  cases  referred  to."  In 
Rundle  v.  Delaware  &  R.  Canal,  1  Wall.  Jr. 
275,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  12,139,  the  other  side  of 
the  rule  declared  to  be  the  law  in  Tliayer 
V.  Brooks,  supra,  and  by  Chitty,  viz.,  That 
the  action  may  also  be  brought  where  the 
wrongful  act  is  done,  was  approved  in  an 
able  opinion  by  Justice  Grier  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  presiding  at  the  time  in  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  state  of 
New  Jersey.  It  was  here  held  that  a  per- 
son residing  in  Pennsylvania  and  owning 
mill  property  in  that  state  might  maintain 
an  action  in  th»  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  in  New  Jersey  for  injuries  to  his  mill 
property  caused  by  the  wrongful  act  of  the 
canal  company,  committed  in  the  latter 
state,  in  drawing  with  its  canal  water  from 
the  river  by  which  the  mill  was  operated. 


In  declaring  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to 
sue  either  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  prop- 
erty injured  was  situated,  or  in  New  Jersey, 
where  the  act  causing  the  injury  was  com- 
mitted, the  court  said:  "It  has  been  ob- 
jected to  the  application  of  this  doctrine  to 
the  present  case  that  it  refers  to  counties 
which  adjoin,  and  not  to  sovereign  stales. 
This  is  a  distinction,  it  is  true,  between  the 
cases  cited  and  the  present,  but  we  have 
heard  no  reason  given  wliy  it  should  make 
a  difference.  Actions  may  be  maintained  in 
the  courts  of  New  Jersey  by  a  Pennsyl- 
vanian  to  recover  a  debt  or  damage  for  a 
personal  injury;  and  why  not  for  an  in- 
jury to  real  property!  The  answer  must  be 
because  the  action  is  local,  and  not  transi- 
tory. The  difliculty  is  caused  not  by  any 
principles  of  international  law,  but  by  the 
common  law,  which  is  the  same  in  both 
states.  By  the  common  law,  then,  it  must 
be  solved.  The  objection  is  founded  not  on 
the  plaintiff's  right  to  a  remedy,  but  on  the 
mode  of  trial;  and  is,  after  all,  but  an  ob- 
jection to  the  venire.  But  I  have  shown 
that  the  venire  is  well  laid  in  New  Jersey 
(which,  as  regards  this  court,  forms  one 
county),  because  the  nuisance  complained  of 
was  created  in  that  state.  If,  then,  the 
action  be  local,  and  this  its  proper  venue, 
what  is  the  value  of  the  distinction?  The 
plea  to  the  jurisdiction  must  therefore  be 
overruled."  It  may  be  remarked  that  this 
cnse  went  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the 
judgment  as  to  the  question  of  jurisdiction 
was  affirmed.    14  How.  80,  14  L.  ed.  335. 


maintainable  in  England  in  respect  of  a 
rent  cliarged  upon  land  in  Australia.  Lord 
(?airns  expressly  refrained  from  exprcssinj/ 
any  opinion  whether  such  an  action  could 
be  maintained  since  the  abolition  of  local 
venues. 

Assumpsit  lies  in  Pennsj-lvania  for  the 
use  and  occupation  of  land  in  New  Jersey, 
as  the  action  is  founded  on  privity  of  con- 
tract, and  not  on  privity  of  estate.  Hen- 
Wood  v.  Cheesenian,  3  Swg.  &  K.  500.  Tilgli- 
nian,  Ch.  J.,  said:  "With  regard  to  actions 
for  the  recovery  of  rent,  I  take  the  law  to 
stand  thus:  Where  the  action  is  brought 
by  the  lessor  against  the  lessee,  being  found- 
ed on  the  mere  privity  of  contract,  it  is 
transitory,  and  may  be  brought  out  of  the 
county  or  state  in  which  the  land  lies.  But 
if  the  lessor  assigns  the  reversion,  and  the 
action  is  brought  by  the  assignee  of  the  re- 
version against  the  lessee,  there  is  a  dis- 
tinction founded  on  the  form  of  the  action 
which  may  be  brought.  The  assignee  may,  in 
such  case,  ninintnin  an  action  of  debt  at 
common  law,  wliicli,  being  founded  solely  on 
privity  of  estate  (for  the  privity  of  con- 
tract is  destroyed  by  tlie  assignment  of  the 
reversion),  is  local.  Or  he  may  have  an 
action  of  covenant  by  virtue  of  the  statute 
(32  Hen.  VIII.,  chap.  34),  which  transfers 
the  privity  of  contract  from  the  assignor 
88  I/,R.A.(N.S.) 


to  the  assignee;  and  this  action,  not  being 
founded  on  privity  of  estate,  but  of  contract, 
is  transitory,  and  may  be  brought  anywhere. 
This  distinction  is  taken  in  the  case  of 
ITiursby  v.  Plant,  ]  Wnis.'  Saimd.  237,  which 
is  cited  by  the  court  in  Tlirale  v.  Cornwall, 
1  Wils.  1G.5,  with  this  remark,  'that  it  had 
always  been  held  for  good  law.'  We  may 
take  the  rule  then  to  be  that,  where  tlic 
action  is  founded  on  privity  of  estate  it  is 
local;  where  on  privity  of  contract,  it  is 
transitory.  I  have  laid  down  this  rule  when 
the  action  is'  brought  by  the  lessor  or  the 
assignee  of  the  reversion  against  the  lessee. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  speak  now  of  actions 
brought  against  the  assignee  of  the  lessee." 

An  action  of  covenant  for  rent  reserved 
in  a  lease,  brought  by  the  lessor  against  the 
assignee  of  the  lessee,  although  local  at 
common  law,  is  not  so  in  Vermont,  the 
common  law  in  this  respect  having  been 
superseded  by  the  Vermont  statute  regulat- 
ing the  places  in  which  actions  shall  be 
brought;  and  none  are  local  unless  made  so 
by  a  statute.  University  of  Vermont  ▼. 
Joslyn,  21  Vt.  52.  The  land  in  this  case, 
however,  was  in  Vermont,  though  in  a  coun- 
ty other  than  that  in  which  the  action  was 
brought. 

An  action  may  be  maintained  in  England 
between  limited  companies  domiciled  in  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1900. 


SMITH  V.  SOUTHERN  R.  CO. 


D33 


The  supreme  courts  of  Tennessee  and 
Texas  have  passed  upon  the  question  under 
consideration  with  a  like  result.  In  the 
case  of  Ducktown  Sulpliur,  Copper,  &  Iron 
Co.  V.  Barnes  (Tenn.)  00  S.  W.  593,  resi- 
dents of  Georgia  brought  suits  in  Tennessee 
to  recover  damages  for  injuries  sustained 
to  their  lands,  timber,  and  crops  situated 
in  Georgia  from  the  gases  and  fumes  em- 
anating from  the  copper  works  of  the  de- 
fendant, situated  in  Tennessee.  The  defend- 
ant, by  a  bill  in  equity,  filed  in  Tennessee, 
sought  to  enjoin  the  court  of  that  state 
from  proceeding  with  the  trial  of  the  actions 
for  damages  upon  the  ground  that  the  court 
was  without  jurisdiction,  as  tlie  injuries 
complained  of  were  inflicted  in  Georgia. 
But  the  supreme  court  of  Tennessee  rejected 
the  contention,  and  sustained  the  jurisilic- 
tion  of  the  court  of  that  state.  In  the  Texas 
case  (Armendiaz  v.  Stillman,  54  Tex.  623) 
the  plaintifl',  a  citizen  of  Texas,  sued  in  the 
county  in  Texas  where  the  act  was  commit- 
ted for  injuries  caused  by  placing  an  ob- 
struction in  the  bed  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
whereby  the  current  of  the  river  was  thrown 
upon  plaintifTs  land,  situated  upon  the 
Alexican  side  of  the  river,  resulting  in  its 
washing  away  and  destruction.  Upon  the 
state  of  facts  thus  presented,  the  supreme 
court  declared  that  "in  such  a  case,  even 
by  the  technical  rule  of  the  common  law, 
the  action  may  be  maintained  either  in  the 
jurisdiction  where  the  act  was  committed, 
or  in  that  in  which  the  injury  was  sus- 
tained;" citing  and  quoting  with  approval 


from  Thayer  v.  Brooks  and  Rundle  v.  Dela- 
ware &  R.  Canal,  supra.  It  is,  however, 
proper  to  add  that  the  court  further  held 
that  the  action,  independently  of  common- 
law  rules,  was  properly  brought  where  the 
defendant  resided,  which  was  where  the  act 
complained  of  was  committed.  Other  cases 
sustaining  this  doctrine  may  be  found  in  22 
Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  beginning  with  page  780. 
While  the  authorities  do  not  all  suggest 
the  same  reason  for  the  well-recognized  rule 
of  the  common  law  referred  to,  the  true  rea- 
son, we  think,  lies  sufficiently  near  the  sur- 
face to  be  readily  seen  and  understood.  It 
is  that  the  injury  and  wrongful  act  are  to 
be  regarded  as  having  occurred  together  or 
in  immediate  connection  and  in  the  same  ju- 
risdiction, or  either  of  two  jurisdictions. 
Consequently  the  venue  may  be  laid  in 
either  jurisdiction.  Applying  the  rule  in 
question  and  the  reason  for  its  adoption  to 
the  facts  of  the  case  in  hand,  we  will,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  demurrer,  accept  as  con- 
clusive the  averments  of  the  petition  that 
the  explosion  of  the  dynamite  in  appellees' 
car,  as  well  as  the  alleged  negligent  acts  of 
their  servants,  causing  it,  occurred  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  that  the  force  of  the  explosion 
was  equally  eflfective  in  Tennessee,  and  as 
instantly  destructive  of  appellant's  house, 
standing  in  the  latter  state,  as  of  other  con- 
tiguous buildings  and  property  situated  in 
Kentucky;  so,  after  all,  the  entire  happen- 
ing, though  beginning  in  Kentucky  with  the 
alleged  acts  of  negligence  on  the  part  of 
appellees'   servants,  causing  the   explosion. 


Argentine  Republic,  but  having  registered 
offices  in  London,  to  recover  the  rent  of, 
and  reimbursements  for  certain  expenditures 
upon,  a  railway  station  in  Buenos  Ayres, 
of  which  the  defendant  was  let  into  posses- 
sion by  the  plaintiff  on  condition  that  the 
defendant  would  pay  the  plaintiff  an  an- 
nual rent  and  maintenance.  Buenos  Ayres 
&  E.  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Northern  R.  Co,  L.  R.  2 
Q.  B.  Div.  210. 

An  action  will  lie  in  Louisiana  for  the 
recovery  of  the  proceeds  of  a  sale  of  real 

{>roperty  in  Mississippi.  Edwards  v.  Bal- 
ard,  14  La.  Ann.  362. 

As  to  jurisdiction  of  equity  over  suit  for 
an  accounting  in  respect  of  the  proceeds  of 
real  property  in  another  state  or  country, 
see  note  to  Proctor  t.  Proctor,  69  L.R.A. 
691. 

An  action  at  law  for  damages  for  bre.tch 
of  contract  to  convey  will  undoubtedly  lie 
in  the  court  of  a  state  or  a  country  other 
than  that  in  which  the  land  is  located,  if 
the  defendant  is  personally  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction.  There  seem,  however,  to  be 
no  express  decis'ions  on  the  point,  probably 
because  the  jurisdiction  under  such  circum- 
stances has  been  generally  af^sumed.  It  will 
be  observed  by  referring  to  the  note  to  Proc- 
tor V.  Proctor,  69  L.R.A.  681,  that  courts  of 
equity  have  very  commonly  entertained  suits 
26  I*Rj!i.(N.S.) 


for  the  specific  performance  of  contracts 
for  the  purchase  of  land  in  another  state 
or  country,  notwithstanding  that  such  suits 
indirectly  affect  the  title  to  the  property. 
A  fortiori  an  action  at  law  should  lie  in  an- 
other state  or  country  to  recover  the  dam- 
ages for  breach  of  such  a  contract. 

Of  course  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of 
one  state  over  an  action  on  a  contract  in  re- 
lation to  land  in  another  may,  under  the 
local  law,  be  defeated  by  reason  of  the  ex- 
istence of  special  circumstances  in  addition 
to  the  location  of  the  land  beyond  the  terri- 
torial jurisdiction;  as,  for  instance,  in  Day 
V.  Sun  Ins.  Office,  40  App.  Div.  305,  57  N. 
Y.  Supp.  1033  (judgment  affirmed  on  opinion 
below  in  167  N.  Y.  543,  60  N.  E.  1110), 
where  the  jurisdiction  of  a  New  York  court 
over  an  action  on  a  policy  of  insurance  on 
property  situated  in  New  Jersey  was  denied 
upon  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff  was  a 
nonresident,  the  defendant  a  foreign  corpora- 
tion, and  the  contract  was  made  in  New 
Jersey.  This  class  of  cases,  however,  is  not 
within  the  scope  of  the  note. 

II.  Action   based   on   tort  agaitiat  real 
property. 

The  general  rule. 

It  is  established  by  the  great  majority' 
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and  ending  with  the  destruction,  in  Ten- 
nessee, of  appellant's  house,  was  but  one 
transaction,  or  a  single  accident,  transpiring 
upon  and  on  either  side  of  an  invisible  line 
separating  the  two  states.  Therefore  it  oc- 
curred in  both  at  the  same  time,  and  for 
that  reason  should  be  regarded  as  having 
occurred  wholly  in  either.  This  being  true, 
it  can  well  be  said  that  the  action  was 
properly  brought  by  appellant  in  Whitley 
county,  Kentucky,  the  place  where  the  in- 
jury complained  of  was,  in  contemplation 
of  law,  received.  The  petition  is  silent  as 
to  the  place  of  appellant's  residence,  but 
does  allege  that  appellees'  railroads,  re- 
spectively, run  through  Whitley  county,  and 
these  averments,  together  with  our  finding 
from  the  facts  otherwise  alleged,  as  to  the 
destruction  of  appellant's  house,  that  the 
same  should  be  held  to  have  occurred  in 
Whitley  county  and  in  this  state,  show  a 
sufficient  compliance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Kentucky  Civil  Code  of  Practice.  We 
cannot,  without  unduly  extending  the  opin- 
ion, comment  in  detail  upon  the  authorities 
relied  on  by  appellees'  learned  counsel  in 
support  of  their  contention  as  to  the  want 
of  jurisdiction  in  the  Whitley  circuit  court, 
but  deem  it  sufficient  to  say  that,  with,  per- 
haps, two  exceptions,  they  do  not,  in  our 
view  of  the  matter,  conflict  with  those  cited 
in  the  opinion;  and  a  careful  extunination 
of  them  will,  it  ia  believed,  show,  either  that 
they  are  based  upon  facts  unlike  those  of 
the  instant  case,  or  .present  instances  in 
which  the  rule  laid  down  by  Chief  Justice 


Marshall  in  Livingston  v.  Jefferson,  I 
Brock.  203,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  8,411,  governed 
because  both  the  injury  and  the  act  causing 
it  occurred  wholly  in  another  and  distant 
state. 

For  the  reasons  indicated,  the  judgment 
is  reversed  and  cause  remanded  that  the  de- 
murrer to  jurisdiction  may  be  overruled, 
and  such  further  proceedings  had  as  may 
be  consistent  with  the  opinion. 


MISSOURI   SUPREME   COURT. 

A.  M.  COLEMAN.  Appt., 

V. 

3.  A.  LUCK8INGER,  Respt. 
(224  Mo.  1,  123  8.  W.  441.) 

Action  —  Tcnne  —  breach  of  wMrranty. 

1.  An  action  to  recover  damages  for 
breach  of  covenants  of  warranty  and  seisin 
in  a  deed  does  not  affect  the  title  to  real 
estate,  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  re- 
quiring suits  affecting  title  to  be  brought 
in  the  county  where  the  land  is  located. 
Same  ^  statutory  provision. 

2.  The  common-law  rule  as  to  the  bring- 
ing of  actions  in  the  county  where  the  sub- 
ject-matter is  located  is  changed  by  a  stat- 
ute which  purports  lo  provide  for  every 
contingency  as  to  the  bringing  of  suits. 
Conflict  of  laws  —  failure  to  prove  lex 

loci .—  effect. 

3.  An  action  for  damages  for  breach  of 
covenant  of  seisin  in  a  deed  of  lands  located 


of  the  English  and  American  decisions, 
though,  as  subsequently  shown,  there  are 
some  cases  to  the  contrary,  that  an  action 
ea  delicto,  based  upon  a  tort  against  real 
property,  is  local,  and  cannot  be  maintained 
in  a  state  or  country  other  than  that  in 
which  the  land  is  located.  Probably  the 
clearest  exposition  of  the  origin,  basis,  and 
scope  of  this  rule,  and  the  best  statement  of 
objections  to  it,  are  to  be  found  in  the 
opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall  in  the 
case  of  Livingston  v.  Jefferson,  1  Brock.  203, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  8,411.  He  there  points  out 
that  originally,  since  every  fact  must  be 
tried  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage,  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court  was  necessarily  local  with 
respect  to  every  species  of  action,  but  that, 
as  the  superior  courts  of  England  had  power 
to  direct  a  jury  to  every  part  of  the  King- 
dom, their  jurisdiction  could  be  restrained 
by  this  principle  only  to  cases  arising  out 
of  transactions  which  occurred  without  the 
realm;  that  the  only  reason  for  alleging  the 
particular  county  in  which  the  cause  of  ac- 
tion arose  was  to  furnish  a  venue,  and  that, 
for  the  purpose  of  jurisdiction,  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  aver  that  the  transaction  out  of 
which  the  cause  of  action  arose  occurred 
within  the  realm.  He  then  shows  that  the 
courts,  without  legislative  aid,  by  means  of 
the  fiction  that  the  place  where  the  cause 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


of  action  occurred  was  within  the  realm, 
even  though  the  fact  was  otherwise,  took  ju- 
risdiction of  all  personal  torts  wherever  the 
wrong  may  in  fact  have  been  committed, 
and  of  all  contracts,  wherever  executed,  even 
contracts  respecting  lands  that  were  in  fact 
situated  beyond  tlie  realm ;  but  that  they  re- 
fused to  apply  the  fiction  to  actions  of 
trespass  on  lands  beyond  the  realm,  the  dis- 
tinction taken  being  "that  actions  are 
deemed  transitory  where  the  transactions 
on  which  they  are  founded  might  have  taken 
place  anywhere;  but  are  local  where  their 
cause  is,  in  its  nature,  necessarily  local." 
The  chief  justice,  out  of  deference  to  tlie 
English  decisions,  reluctantly  adopted  this 
distinction,  and  accordingly  held  that  a 
United  States  circuit  court  for  the  district 
of  Virginia  could  not  take  cognizance  of  an 
aiction  for  trespass  upon  land  within  the 
United  States,  but  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
district,  notwithstanding  that  the  defendant 
was  a  resident  of  Virginia.  He,  however,  in- 
timated his  strong  personal  approval  of  the 
statement  of  Lord  Mansfield  in  Mostyn  v. 
Fabrigas,  Cowp.  pt.  1,  p.  161,  that  the  true 
distinction  in  respect  of  jurisdiction  was 
between  proceedings  which  are  «n  rem,  in 
which  the  effect  of  the  judgment  cannot  be 
hnd  imless  the  thing  lies  within  the  reach 
of  the  court,  and  proceedings  against  the 
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in  anotber  state  -will  be  governed  by  the 
law  of  the  forum  if  the  law  of  the  place 
where  the  lands  are  located  is  not  pleaded 
or  proved  in  the  action. 
Warranty  —  breacb  —  rights  of  as- 
signee. 

4.  A  warranty  of  seisin  of  an  indefeasible 
estate  in  fee  simple  in  a  deed  of  real  estate, 
which  is  broken  at  the  time  it  is  made 
runs  with  the  land,  so  that  a  subsequent 
grantee  can  maintain  an  action  fpr  damages 
for  breach  thereof  against  the  original 
vendor. 

Damages  —  breach  of  covenant  —  fail- 
ure to  prove  consideration. 
6.  Nominal  damages  only  can  be  awarded 
a  remote  grantee  for  breach  of  covenants  of 
seisin  and  warranty  in  a  deed  of  real  estate, 
where  there  is  no  proof  of  the  consideration 
paid  by  him  or  the  intermediate  grantor  for 
the   property. 

(November  29,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  St.  Clair  County 
in  her  favor  for  a  sum  less  than  was  de- 
manded in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  breach  of  covenants  of  war- 
ranty and  seisin  in  a  deed  of  certain  lands. 
Affirmed. 

Tlie  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Nearing  &  Townsend,  for  ap- 
pellant: 

On  a  covenant  of  warranty  or  seisin, 
where  the  original  grantee  has  sold  the  land 
to  another,  and  the  second  purchaser  has 
been  evicted,  the  damage  he  has  sustained 
is  the  value  of  the  land  at  the  time  of  the 


purchase,  and  the  right  of  recovery  against 
the  first  grantor  upon  the  original  cove- 
nant must  be  limited  to  the  actual  loss. 

Dickson  v.  Desire,  23  Mo.  166,  66  Am. 
Dec.  661 ;  Brooks  v.  Black,  68  Miss.  161,  11 
L.R.A.  176,  24  Am.  St.  Rep.  259,  8  So.  332. 

The  title  to  real  estate  is  not  involved  in 
a  suit  upon  covenant  of  warranty. 

Luther  v.  Brown,  132  Mo.  72,  33  S.  W. 
442;  Hannibal  &  St.  J.  R.  Co.  v.  Mahoney, 
42  Mo.  467;  Schnelle  &  Q.  Lumber  Co.  v. 
Barlow,  34  Fed.  853;  Matheny  v.  Stewart, 
108  Mo.  76,  17  S.  W.  1014;  Coleman  v.  Ly- 
man, 42  Ind.  291;  Tillotson  T.  Prichard,  60 
Vt.  94,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  95,  14  Atl.  302; 
Oliver  r.  Loye,  59  Miss.  320. 

An  action  by  the  covenantee  for  a  breach 
of  warranty  of  title  is  transitory. 

Oliver  v.  Loye,  supra;  Miller  v.  Thur- 
mond, 20  Mo.  477;  Uolyoke  v.  Clark,  64  N. 
H.  678;  8  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p. 
222. 

The  conveyance  by  the  covenantee  to  a 
subsequent  grantee  is  an  assignment  of  such 
right  of  action. 

Matheny  v.  Stewart,  supra;  Allen  v. 
Kennedy,  01  Mo.  324,  2  S.  W.  142;  Johnson 
V.  Johnson,  170  Mo.  48,  59  L.R.A.  748,  70 
S.  W.  241;  Winningham  v.  Pennock,  36  Mo.. 
App.  688;  Hendrix  v.  Dickson,  69  Mo.  App. 
206;  T.<angenberg  v.  Heer  Dry  Goods  Co.  74 
Mo.  App.  20. 

Mr.  Omar  K.  Robinson,  for  respond- 
ent: 

An  action  by  a  remote  grantee  on  a  cove- 
nant of  warranty  is  local. 

Bimey  v.  Haim,  2  Litt   (Ky.)  262;  Die- 


person,  where  damages  only  are  demanded. 
The  opinion  expressed  by  Lord  Mansfield 
in  the  case  referred  to,  that  an  action  for 
trespass  on  lands  is  transitory,  not  local, 
was  obiter,  as  it  was  given  in  an  action  for  a 
personal  wrong,  which  was  admittedly  tran- 
sitory. Lord  Mansfield,  however,  referred 
to  two  earlier  cases  decided  by  himself  at 
nisi  prius,  in  which  actions  were  sustained 
for  trespass  on  lands  lying  beyond  the 
realm;  but  Chief  Justice  Marshall  points  out 
that  while  the  overbearing  influence  of  Lord 
Mansfield  might  have  sustained  those  deci- 
sions on  a  motion  for  a  new  trial,  such  mo- 
tion was  never  made;  and  the  decisions  were 
expressly  referred  to  and  overruled  in  the 
subsequent  case  of  Doulson  v.  Matthews,  4 
T.  R.  503. 

Chief  Justice  Marshall  in  arguing  against 
the  soundness  of  the  rule,  which  he  neverthe- 
less reluctantly  assented  to  said:  "It  is  ad- 
mitted that  on  a  contract  respecting  lands 
an  action  is  sustainable  wherever  the  defend- 
ant may  be  found.  Yet,  in  such  a  case, 
ever^  difficulty  may  occur  that  presents  it- 
self in  an  action  of  trespass.  An  investiga- 
tion of  title  may  become  necessary,  a  ques- 
tion of  boundary  may  arise,  and  a  survey 
may  be  essential  to  the  full  merits  of  the 
cause.  Yet  these  difficulties  have  not  pre- 
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vailed  against  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court. 
They  are  countervailed  and  more  than  coun- 
tervailed by  the  opposing  consideration  that, 
if  the  action  be  disallowed,  the  injured  party 
may  have  a  clear  right  without  a  remedy 
in  a  case  where  a  person  who  has  done  the 
wrong,  and  who  ought  to  make  the  com- 
pensation, is  within  the  power  of  the  court. 
That  this  consideration  should  lose  its  in- 
fluence where  the  action  pursues  a  thing  not 
in  the  reach  of  the  court  is  of  inevitable  ne- 
cessity; but  for  the  loss  of  its  influence 
where  the  remedy  is  against  the  person,  and 
is  within  the  power  of  the  court,  I  have  not 
yet  discerned  a  reason  other  than  a  technical 
one  which  can  satisfy  my  judgment." 

I 
Trespass  quare  clausum  fregit. 

The  great  majoritv  of  American  decisions, 
as  well  as  the  English  decisions,  have  ad- 
hered to  the  rule  to  which  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  gave  his  reluctant  assent,  though, 
like  him,  the  courts  have  frequently  taken 
occasion  to  criticize  it  as  technical  and  with- 
out substantial  foundation  in  reason. 

The  following  cases,  applying  the  rule, 
have  held  that  an  action  of  trespass  quare 
clausum  fregit  will  not  lie  in  one  state  or 
country   for   a  trespass   upon   land  in   ail- 
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now  V.  EUiB,  6  Mass.  331;  White  v.  San- 
born, 6  N.  H.  224;  Clark  v.  Scudder,  6  Gray, 
122;  Doulson  v.  Mattliewa,  4  T.  R.  503; 
Overruling  Mostyn  v.  Fabrigas,  Cowp.  pt.  1, 
p.  180;  Shelling  v.  Farmer,  1.  Strange,  046. 

A  covenant  of  seisin  of  an  indefeasible 
estate  in  fee  simple,  wHich  is  broken  when 
made,  does  not  run  with  the  land,  so  that  a 
remote  grantee  can  maintain  a  suit  for 
damages  against  the  original  covenantor. 

Rawle,  Covenants,  33G;  Davidson  v.  Cox, 
10  Neb.  160,  4  N.  W.  1035;  Blondeau  v. 
Sheridan,  81  Mo.  545;  Hall  v.  Bray,  51  Mo. 
288;  3  Washb.  Real  Prop.  304;  Chambers  v. 
Smith,  23  Mo.  179;  Shelby  v.  Hearne,  6 
Verk.  512;  St.  Saviour's  Southwark  v. 
Smith,  3  Burr.  1271;  Grescot  v.  Green,  1 
Salk.  109;  Tillotson  v.  lioyd,  4  Sandf.  51C; 
Cuthbertson  v.  Irving,  4  Uurlst.  &  N.  742; 
Walton  v.  Cronly,  14  Wend.  63;  Hintze  v. 
Thomas,  7  Md.  346;  Paul  v.  Nurse,  8  Barn. 


&  C.  486;  Fatten  t.  Deshon,  1  Gray,  329; 
Johnson  v.  Sherman,  15  Cal.  287,  76  Am. 
Dec.  481;  Quackcnboss  v.  Clark,  12  Wend. 
557;  Armstrong  v.  Wheeler,  9  Cow.  89. 

The  plaintiff  could  recover  at  most  an 
amount  not  in  excess  of  the  purchase  money 
paid  by  her,  with  interest  thereon,  at- 
torney's fees,  and  costs,  and  as,  on  the  trial 
below,  she  failed  to  prove  any  actual  dam- 
ages, nominal  damages  only  may  be  allowed. 

8  Am.  &  Eng.  Knc.  Law,  pp.  190,  U0», 
609;  11  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  pp.  1102,  1104, 
1170;  Matheny  v.  Stewart,  108  Mo.  73,  17 
S.  W.  1014;  Dickson  v.  Desire,  23  Mo.  106, 
66  Am.  Dec.  661 ;  Ilutchins  v.  Roundtree,  77 
Mo.  500;  Lambert  v.  Estcs,  99  Mo.  COS,  13 
S.  W.  284;  Pliipps  v.  Tarpley,  31  Miss.  433; 
Brooks  V.  Black,  68  Miss.  161,  11  L.RJL 
176,  24  Am.  St.  Rep.  259,  8  So.  332;  White 
V.  Presly,  54  Miss.  313;  Hazelett  y.  Wood- 
i-uff,  150  Mo.  540,  61  S.  W.  1048;  St.  Louis 


other:  EUenwood  v.  Marietta  Chair  Co.  158 
U.  S.  105,  39  L.  ed.  913,  15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
771;  Holderman  v.  Pond,  45  Kan.  410,  11 
L.R.A.  542,  23  Am.  St.  Rep.  734,  25  Pac. 
872;  Brown  v.  Irwin,  47  Kan.  50,  27  Pac. 
184;  Allin  v.  Connecticut  River  Lumber  Co. 
150  Mass.  560,  6  L.R.A.  416,  23  N.  E.  581 ; 
Hill  v.  Nelson,  70  N.  J.  L.  376,  57  Atl.  411; 
American  Union  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Middlcton, 
80  N.  Y.  408;  Dodge  v.  Colbv,  108  N.  Y. 
448,  15  N.  E.  703;  De  Courcy  v.  Stewart, 
20  Hun,  561;  Sprague  Nat  Bank  v.  Erie 
R.  Co.  40  App.  Div.  69,  57  N.  Y.  Supp.  844; 
Hurd  v.  Miller,  2  Hilt  540;  Niles  v.  Howe, 
67  Vt  388;  Tyson  v.  McGuineas,  25  Wis. 
666  (obiter) ;  Doulson  v.  Matthews,  supra; 
British  South  Africa  Co.  v.  Compania  de 
Mocambique  [1893]  A.  C.  602,  reversing 
[1892]  2  Q.  B.  367  (see  infra  as  to  this 
case). 

It  was  held  in  Allin  v.  Connecticut  River 
Lumber  Co.  supra,  that  the  rule  which  pre- 
cludes the  maintenance  of  an  action  of  tres- 
pass quare  clausum  fregit  in  respect  of  land 
in  another  state  was  not  abrogated  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  Massachusetts  statute,  providing 
that  personal  actions,  which  include  trespass 
quare  clausum  fregit,  may  be  commenced  by 
trustee  process,  and  that  the  trustee  proc- 
ess shall  be  returnable  in  the  county  in 
which  the  tru.stee  lives  or  has  his  usual 
place  of  business. 

It  was  held  in  Cragin  v.  Lovell,  88  N.  Y. 
258,  that  an  action  for  waste  upon  real 
property  is  not  transitory,  and  will  not  lie 
outside  the  state  in  which  the  property  is 
situated. 

Sentenis  v.  Ladew,  140  N.  Y.  463,  37  Am. 
St  Rep.  569,  35  N.  E.  630,  conceded  the 
^neral  rule  that  an  action  for  injury  to 
real  estate  must  be  brought  in  the  form  ret 
titw;  but  held  that  a  judgment  rendered  by 
the  supreme  court  of  New  York,  in  an  action 
for  trespass  upon  real  property  in  Tennes- 
see, would  be  neither  void  nor  voidable  for 
want  of  jurisdiction,  but  would  be  binding 
and  conclusive  upon  the  parties,  where  no 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


objection  to  the  jurisdiction  waa  made  un- 
til after  the  judgment  had  been  rendered. 

Actions  for  indirect  or  consequential  dam- 


As  already  pointed  out,  the  general. rule 
now  under  consideration  rests  upon  the  dis- 
tinction that  actions  are  deemed  transitory 
where  the  transactions  on  which  {bey  are 
founded  might  have  taken  place  anywhere; 
but  are  local  where  their  cause  is,  in  its  na- 
ture, necessarily  local.  The  case  of  Living- 
ston V.  Jefferson,  Brock,  203,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  8,411,  where  this  distinction  was  stated, 
was  an  action  of  trespass  quare  clausum 
fregit;  and  the  terras  in  which  the  distinc- 
tion is  stated  suggest  the  possibility  of  limit- 
ing the  rule  to  actions  of  that  class,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  actions  on  the  case  for 
indirect  or  consequential  damages.  General- 
ly the  act  or  omission  which  causes  even  in- 
direct or  consequential  damages  to  real  prop- 
erty occurs  in  the  state  or  country  in  which 
the  property  is  situated.  This  is  not  neces- 
sarily so,  however,  as  is  apparent  from  the 
cases  subsequently  cited  upon  the  question 
of  jurisdiction  when  the  real  property  is  in 
one  state  or  country  and  the  act  or  omission 
causing  the  injury  occurred  in  another. 
These  cases,  however,  seem  to  assume  that 
the  fact  that  the  act  or  omission  which 
caused  the  injury  did  not  occur  in  the  state 
or  country  in  which  the  property  injured  is 
situated  merely  takes  the  particular  case  in 
which  such  fact  appears  out  of  the  rule, 
and  does, not  otherwise  affect  the  rule;  but 
it  would  seem  that  it  might  at  least  be 
plausibly  argued  that  the  possibility  that  an 
act  or  omission  causing  indirect  or  conse- 
quential damages  to  real  property  may  oc- 
cur in  a  jurisdiction  other  than  that  in 
which  the  property  is  situated  should  take 
the  entire  class  of  cases  in  which  the  action 
is  based  upon  indirect  or  consequential  dam- 
ages out  of  the  rule,  since,  in  view  of  this 
possibility,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  cause 
of  the  tort  is  in  its  nature  necessarilj  local. 
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T.  Bissell,  40  Mo.  160;  Hull  t.  Bray,  51 
)Io.  202;  Kirkpatrick  v.  Downing,  68  Mo. 
38,  17  Am.  Rep.  678 ;  Fox  v.  Hall,  74  Mo. 
317.  41  Am.  Rep.  310;  Ward  v.  Ashbrook, 
78  Mo.  617;  Jones  v.  VVhitsctt,  79  Mo.  181; 
Allen  V.  Kennedy,  01  Mo.  329,  2  S.  W.  142; 
Wyatt  V.  Dunn,  93  Mo.  463,  2  S.  W.  402,  6 
S.'\V.  273;  Leet  v.  Gratz,  92  Mo.  App.  432; 
Jones  V.  Ilaseltine,  124  Mo.  App.  674,  102 
S.  W.  40;  Quick  v.  Walker,  125  Mo.  App. 
257,  102  S.  W.  33;  Fontaine  v.  Boatmens' 
Sav.  Inst.  57  Mo.  652;  Wood  v.  Broad  ley, 
70  Mo.  33,  43  Am.  Rep.  754. 

Gantt,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

This  action  was  commenced  in  the  circuit 
court  of  St.  Clair  county,  Missouri,  to  re- 
cover $10,000  for  breach  of  covenants  of 
seisin  and  warranty  in  a  deed  executed  by 
the  defendant,  Lucksinger,  a  resident  of  St. 


Clair  county,  Missouri,  to  Charles  C.  Henry, 
of  Jackson  county,  Missouri,  of  d;.te  June 
20,  1809,  conveying  certain  lands  described 
as  surveys  13  and  25  in  block  230,  Foley 
county,  ift  the  state  of  Texas,  and  wherein 
the  consideration  was  exprfssed  to  be  "$1 
and  other  lands."  Subsequently  Henry  con- 
veyed the  same  lands  to  the  plaintiff  by 
deed  dated  April  19,  1902,  wherein  the  war- 
ranty was  special  only,  and  the  considera- 
tion "$5  and  exchange  of  property."  this 
action  was  begun  September  17,  1904,  in 
St  Clair  county,  Missouri,  for  the  breach 
of  the  said  covenants  of  tlie  defendant  to 
Henry;  the  plaintiff  alleging  that  she  was 
damaged  in  the  sum  of  $10,000,  because  the 
title  to  said  lands  had  entirely  failed,  and 
the  measure  of  her  damages  was  the  market 
value  thereof,  which  she  alleged  to  be  910,- 
000.  The  answer  of  the  defendant  was  a 
general  denial.    A  jury  was  waived  in  the 


as  is  the  case  when  the  action  is  trespass 
quare  clausum  fregit. 

There  is,  however,  but  little  authority  in 
the'  eases  for  the  distinction  between  the  two 
classes  of  actions  so  far  as  it  bears  upon  the 
question  of  jurisdiction  now  under  consid- 
eration. In  Barney  v.  Burstenbinder,  7 
Lans.  210,  and  Home  Ins.  Co.  v.  Pennsyl- 
vania R.  Co.  11  Hun,  182,  however,  it  was 
held  that  the  rule  that  an  action  for  injury 
to  real  property  must  be  brought  in  the 
state  or  country  where  it  is  situated,  and 
cannot  be  brought  elsewhere,  did  not  apply 
to  an  action  for  injuries  to  real  property 
in  another  state,  the  gravamen  of  which  was 
negligence. 

So,  the  court  in  Ducktown  Sulphur,  Cop- 
per, t  I.  Co.  V.  Barnes  (Tenn.)  60  S.  W. 
59.*),  said  in  effect,  that  residents  of  Georgia 
might  maintain  an  action  in  Tennessee  for 
damages  to  their  real,  property  in  Georgia 
from  a  nuisance  maintained  by  the  adverse 
party.  But  in  this  case  the  nuisance  was 
maintained  in  Tennessee,  so  that,  in  any 
vicw^,  the  case  would  fall  within  the  excep- 
tion, subsequently  shown,  to  the' general  rule. 
The  decision,  however,  is  not  expressly  re- 
ferred to  that  exception,  nor  expressly  based 
on  the  fact  that  the  nuisance  was  maintained 
in   Tennessee. 

The  distinction,  however,  was  expressly 
repudiated  in  Karr  v.  New  York  Jewell  Fil- 
tration Co.  (N.  J.  L.)  73  Atl.  132,  holding 
that  an  action  on  the  case  would  not  lie  in 
Xew  Jersey  for  damage  to  real  property  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  by  the  making  of 
an  excavation  on  an  adjacent  property;  and 
that  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  would  be 
without  redress  unless  the  New  Jersey  court 
look  cognizance  of  the  suit  did  not  change 
the  jnile.  Tlie  court  expressly  repudiated 
any  distinction  in  this  respect  between  an 
action  of  trespass  quare  clausum  fregit  and 
an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case. 

The  court  rielied  on  Hill  v.  Nelson,  70  N. 
J.  I>.  376,  57  Atl.  411,  supra,  which  was  an 
action  of  trespass  quare  clausum  fregit, 
26  LwR>A.(N.S.) 


and  upon  Dohertv  v.  Catskill  Cement  Co. 
72  N.  J.  L.  315,  65  Atl.  508,  in  which  the 
declaration  set  up  negligence  and  nuisance 
rather  than  trespass.  It  may  be  remem- 
bered that  the  court  of  errors  and  appeals  in 
the  Doherty  Case  merely  expressed  its  ap- 
proval of  the  doctrine  of  the  Hill  Case, 
without  considering  the  question  whether 
there  was  any  distinction  between  an  action 
of  trespass  guars  clausum  fregit  and  an  ac- 
tion on  the  case  for  negligence  or  nuisance. 

Brereton  v.  Canadian  P.  R.  Co.  29  Ont. 
Rep.  57,  also  expressly  repudiated  any  dis- 
tinction, so  far  as  the  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion is  concerned,  between  trespass  quare 
clausum  fregit  and  trespass  on  the  case  for 
negligence. 

So,  the  court  in  Thayer  v.  Brooks,  17 
Ohio,  489,  49  Am.  Dec.  474,  said  that  actions 
of  trespass  and  trespass  on  the  case  for  in- 
juries to  land  are  local,  and  in  all  cases 
where  the  act  done  and  injuries  sustained 
are  wholly  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  the 
place  of  injury  is  the  place  of  trial. 

And  in  Cragin  v.  I.,ovell,  supra,  the  state- 
ment of  the  court  is  that  it  is  a  general  rule 
of  law  that  actions  for  injuries  to  real  prop- 
erty must  be  brought  in  the  forum  ret 
sitce. 

And  the  rule  has  been  frequently  applied 
to  actions  based  on  negligence  or  nuisance. 

Thus,  an  action  for  flooding  lands  with 
water  is  local,  and  cannot  be  maintained 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  in  which  the  land  is 
situated  if  the  act  causing  the  damage  was 
also  done  in  that  jurisdiction.  Howard  v. 
Ingersoll,  17  Ala.  780,  23  Ala.  673;  Eachus 
v.  Illinois  &  M.  Canal,  17  III.  534;  Thayer 
V.  Brooks,  supra. 

And  the  same  rule  applies  with  reference 
to  damages  to  land  by  the  diversion  of  water 
therefrom.    Watts  v.  Kinney,  6  Hill,  82. 

So,  an  action  for  injury  to  real  property 
by  fire  is  local,  and  cannot  be  maintained 
outside  of  the  state  or  country  in  which  thj 
property  is  situated,  if  tlie  negligence  or 
omission  causing  the  Injury  occurred  there. 
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circuit  court,  and  the  cause  was  submitted 
to  the  court  upon  tlie  pleadings  and  the  evi- 
dence, and  judgment  was  rendered  for  the 
plaintiff  for  the  sum  of  $1.  From  that 
judgment  she  has  appealed  in  due  form. 

The  facts  of  the  case  arc  practically  im- 
disputed.  As  already  stated,  the  defendant, 
on  June  20,  1890,  being  then  and  at  the 
time  of  the  commencement  of  this  suit  a 
resident  of  St.  Clair  county  Missouri,  exe- 
cuted and  delivered  to  Charles  C.  Henry,  of 
Jackson  county,  Missouri,  a  deed  with  cove- 
nants of  seisin  and  warranty  to  the  said 
lands  in  Texas,  and  thereafter,  on  the  10th 
of  April,  1002,  Henry  and  wife,  by  a  deed 
of  special  warranty,  conveyed  the  same  lands 
to  plaintiff.  Plaintiff  introduced  evidence 
tending  to  show  that  defendant  had  no  title 


whatever  to  the  land  which  Us  said  deed 
purported  to  convey  to  Henry,  and  it  was 
admitted  that  neither  Henry  nor  the  plain- 
tiff was  ever  in  the  actual  possession  of 
said  land.  The  evidence  further  tended  to 
show  tJie  value  of  the  Texas  land  as  follows: 
W.  H.  Ragin  testified  that  if  the  land  was 
dry  land,  it  was  worth  $1  per  acre;  if  it 
had  living  water  on  it,  it  was  worth  $4  or 
$5  per  acre;  but  the  witness  could  not  state 
of  his  own  knowledge  whether  the  land  had 
living  water  on  it  or  not.  Charles  C. 
Henry  testified  that  the  defendant  told  him 
that  there  was  a  creek,  which  went  through 
both  sections,  and  there  was  a  little  timber 
along  the  creek,  but  it  was  mostly  prairie; 
that  it  was  pasture  land,  and  the  considera- 
tion was  that  it  was  worth  $5  per  acre; 


Du  Breuil  v.  Pennsylvania  Co.  130  Ind.  137, 
29  N.  E.  009;  Huenermund  v.  Erie  R.  Co. 
48  How.  Pr.  55 ;  Mott  v.  Coddington,  1  Abb. 
Pr.  N.  S.  290;  Morris  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co. 
78  Tex.  17,  9  L.RA.  349,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  17, 
14  S.  W.  228 ;  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Cullers, 
81  Te.x.  382,  13  L.RJ^.  542,  17  S.  W.  19; 
Bettys  V.  Milwaukee  &  St.  P.  R.  Co.  37  Wis. 
323;  Brereton  v.  Canadian  P.  R.  Co.  29  Ont. 
Rep.  67. 

In  Genet  v.  Delaware  &  H.  Canal  Co.  10 
K.  Y.  S.  R.  954,  8  N.  Y.  Supp.  822,  it  was 
held  that  a  New  York  court  had  no  juris- 
diction of  an  action  ex  delicto  by  the  lessor 
against  the  lessee  of  the  coal  contained  in 
land  situated  in  Pennsylvania,  to  recover 
damages  to  the  property  from  the  negligence 
and  improper  manner  in  which  the  mining 
was  conducted. 

Effect  upon  rule  of  abrogation  of  local 
venues. 

It  has  sometimes  been  supposed  that  the 
general  rule  under  consideration  rests  not 
upon  an  essential  lack  of  jurisdiction,  but 
upon  the  inability  to  lay  the  venue  of  the 
tort  at  the  forum  when  the  real  property  is 
situated,  and  the  tort  was  committed,  in  an- 
other state  or  country,  and  that  the  aboli- 
tion of  local  venues  would  therefore  re- 
move the  only  objection  to  the  exercise  of 
the  jurisdiction.  This  view  was  adopted 
by  the  majority  of  the  English  court  of  ap- 
peal in  Compania  de  Mocambique  v.  British 
South  Africa  Co.  [1892]  2  Q.  B.  358,  which 
accordingly  held  that  the  abolition  of  local 
venues  under  the  rules  of  procedure  adopted 
under  the  judicature  acta  destroyed  the  foun- 
dation of  the  rule,  and  enabled  the  English 
courts  to  take  jurisdiction  of  actions  for 
trespass  to  land  in  a  foreign  countiy.  Tliis 
decision  was,  however,  reversed  by  the  House 
of  Lords,  who  held  that  the  rule  rested  upon 
an  essential  lack  of  jurisdiction,  and  that  no 
new  jurisdiction  was  conferred  bv  the  aboli- 
tion of  local  venues.     ([1893]   A.  C.  602). 

In  Cragin  v.  Lovcll,  88  N.  Y.  258,  the 
court  said  that  the  rule  was  not  changed  by 
§  982  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  which 
provides  in  effect  that  where  the  real  prop- 
2G  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


erty  to  which  the  action  relates  is  situated 
without  the  state,  it  must  be  tried  in  the 
county  in  which  one  of  the  parties  resided 
at  the  commencement  thereof,  or,  if  neither 
of  the  parties  then  resided  in  the  state,  it 
may  be  tried  in  any  county  which  the  plain- 
tiff designates  for  that  purpose  in  the  title 
of  the  complaint.  The  court  said  that  sec- 
tion did  not  define  the  jurisdiction,  but 
merely  the  venue;  and  that  all  parts  of  the 
section  can  have  effect  without  extending 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  actions 
which  have  always  been  regarded  as  triable 
only  where  the  cause  of  action  arose. 

The  rule  repudiated. 

The  entire  rule  which  prevents  the  main- 
tenance in  one  state  or  country  of  an  action 
ex  delicto  based  on  tort  against  real  prop- 
erty in  another  was  repudiated  by  the  Min- 
nesota supreme  court  in  Little  v.  Ciiicago, 
St.  P.  M.  &  0.  R.  Co.  65  Minn.  48,  33  L.RA 
423,  60  Am.  St."  Rep.  421,  67  X.  W.  846. 
It  is  true  that  the  action  in  that  case  was 
not  based  upon  an  entry  upon  the  property, 
but  was  brought  to  recover  damages  for  in- 
juries to  real  estate  in  Wisconsin,   caused 
by  the  negligence  of  defendant.     It  is  ap- 
parent from  the  majority  opinion,  however, 
that  the   court   intended   to   repudiate  tbe 
rule,  not  only  as  to  actions  based  on  negli- 
gence,  but   also   as   to   actions   of   trespass 
quare  clausum  fregit.    It  concedes  that  the 
great  weight  of  authority  is  to  the  effect 
that  the  action  is  local,  and  therefore  not 
maintainable  outside  of  the  state  or  country 
in  which  the  land  is  situated,  but  says  that 
the  rule  is  merely  technical,  and  often  op- 
erates to  defeat  justice  by  reason  of  the  fuct 
that   the  owner   is   left   remediless  if  the 
wrongdoer  departs  from  the  state  when  the 
tort  is  committed  and  refrains  from  ream- 
ing.     This   consideration,    however,    it  re- 
ferred to  merely  as  a  reason  for  repuS't- 
ing  the  general  rule,  and  not  as  a  condiiw> 
of  its  repudiation,  since  it  is  admitted  it% 
in  the  case  at  bar  the  defendant  might  ha\ 
been  stied  in  the  state  in  which  the  property^ 
was  situated.    The  fact  that  the  Minnesota 
statute,   in  conformity  to  the  common-law 
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tliat  defendant  placed  a  value  of  $6,000 
upon  the  Texas  land,  and  the  witness  Henry 
placed  the  same  value  upon  the  property 
which  he  traded  defendant  for  the  said  land, 
but  he  supposed  that  this  was  more  than 
the  property  was  worth.  Witness  never 
saw  the  land  in  Texas.  The  plaintiff  did 
not  attempt  to  show  the  consideration  she 
paid  Henry  for  deeding  said  property  to 
her.  She  did  not  show  that  she  had  paid  the 
$5  recited  in  the  deed,  nor  that  she  had  con- 
veyed any  other  property  to  him,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  deed.  The  cause  was  tried 
upon  her  part  on  the  theory  that  it  was  of 
no  consequence  what  damages,  if  any,  she 
naturally  sustained,  but  that  her  measure  of 
recovery  should  be  the  value  of  the  lands 
described  in  defendant's    deed    to    Henry, 


without  regard  to  the  consideration  passing 
from  her  to  Henry.  There  was  no  evi- 
dence as  to  the  value  of  the  property  which 
Henry  conveyed  to  the  defendant  in  con- 
sideration of  the  conveyance  to  him  of  the 
property  in  Texas. 

1.  Logically  the  contention  of  the  defend- 
ant that  this  action  was  local  in  its  char- 
acter, and  could  neither  be  brought  nor 
maintained  in  this  state,  because  the  cove- 
nants of  warranty  and  seisin  related  to 
lands  in  Texas,  presents  the  first  question 
for  decision  on  this  record.  The  proposition, 
in  order  to  be  of  any  value  to  the  defend- 
ant in  this  case,  must  deny  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  circuit  court  of  St.  Clair  county  over 
the  subject-matter  of  this  action,  because,  if 
it  were  a  mere  question  of  jurisdiction  over 


rule,  makes  actions  for  injuries  to  real 
property  local,  emphasizes,  the  significance 
of  the  majority  dissent  from  the  general 
rule.  The  majority  opinion  met  the  objec- 
tion based  upon  the  statute  by  the  state- 
ment that  the  statute  applies  only  to  causes 
of  action  arising  within  the  state,  and  has 
no  application  to  causes  of  action  arising 
out  of  the  state.  Buck,  J.,  dissented  from 
the  majority  opinion,  holding  that  both  up- 
on principle  and  authority  an  action  will 
not  lie  in  one  state  for  injury  to  lands  sit- 
uated in  another. 

The  majority  decision  in  the  last  case  was 
followed  by  United  States  circuit  court  of 
appeals  in  Peyton  v.  Desmond,  63  C.  C.  A. 
051,  129  Fed.  1,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
question  was  a  local  one,  as  to  which  the 
Federal  court  was  bound  by  the  decision  of 
the  state  court. 

Holmes  v.  Barclay,  4  La,  Ann.  63,  also 
seems  to  be  an  authority  against  the  gen- 
eral rule.  The  court  in  that  case  held  that 
an  action  would  lie  in  Louisiana  for  dam- 
ages done  by  a  steamer  to  real  property  in 
another  state,  though  by  the  laws  of  the 
latter  state  the  action  would  be  regarded  as 
local.  The  act  causing  the  damage  in  this 
case  was  committed  in  the  state  in  which 
the  property  was  situated,  and  the  case, 
therefore,  is  not  referable  to  the  exception 
to  the  general  rule  in  case  of  an  injury  to 
real  property  in  one  state  by  an  act  com- 
mitted in  another. 

The  actual  decision  in  Armendiaz  v.  Still- 
man,  54  Tex.  627,  is  referable  to  the  excep- 
tion just  referred  to;  but  the  court  went 
farther  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  un- 
der the  Texas  Bill  of  Rights,  declaring  that 
every  person  shall  have  remedy  by  due 
course  of  law  for  the  injuries  done  him  in 
his  lands,  goods,  person,  or  reputation,  the 
court  may  maintain  an  action  for  damages 
to  real  property,  even  though  the  land  is 
situated  in  another  jurisdiction  and  the  act 
causing  the  injury  is  committed  there.  The 
intimation  on  this  point,  however,  was  ex- 
pressly repudiated  by  Morris  v.  Missouri  P. 
R.  Co.  78  Tex.  17,  9  L.R.A.  349,  22  Am.  St. 
Rep.  17,  14  S.  W.  228,  and  Missouri  P.  R. 
2d  L.RA.(N.S.) 


Co.  v.  Cullers,  81  Tex.  382,  13  L.RJ)l.  542, 
17  8.  W.  19. 

According  to  the  statement  preceding  the 
judgments  in  Campbell  v.  McGregor,  29  N. 
B.  ii44,  the  action  there  was  brought  to  re- 
cover damages  for  the  burning  of  a  barn  in 
the  province  of  Quebec  through  the  negli- 
gence of  defendants  in  using  a  defective  lo- 
comotive. The  jurisdiction  was  upheld,  but 
the  question  of  jurisdiction  is  discussed  only 
in  the  judgment  of  King,  J.,  who  stated  that 
the  action  was  for  the  recovery  of  damages 
to  hay  and  other  contents  of  the  bam,  and 
his  discussion  of  the  jurisdictional  question 
is  upon  the  footing  of  a  -personal  tort.  Ap- 
parently he  was  not  asked  to  consider  the 
question  whether  an  action  for  damages  to 
real  property  is  transitory. 

As  already  stated,  there  is  a  dictum  of 
Lord  Mansfield  in  Mostyn  v.  Fabrigas, 
Cowp.  pt.  1,  p.  ICl,  against  the  rule  which 
precludes  the  maintenance  of  the  action  out 
of  the  state  or  country  in  which  the  land 
is  situated. 

Exceptions  to  rule. 

Even  the  courts  which  concede  and  follow 
the  general  rule  that  an  action  will  not  lie 
in  one  state  or  country  for  a  tort  committed 
against  real  property  in  another  make  an 
exception  when  an  act  is  done  in  one  state 
which  causes  injury  to  real  property  in  an- 
other. In  such  a  case,  according  to  the 
weight  of  authority,  the  action  may  be 
brought  in  either  jurisdiction. 

Thus,  the  court  in  Stillman  v.  White  Rock 
Mfg.  Co.  3  Woodb.  &  M.  538,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
13,446,  said  that  it  may  be  that  an  action 
on  the  case  would  not  lie  in  Rhode  Island 
for  an  injury  to  real  estate  situated  in  Con- 
necticut by  the  diversion  of  water  therefrom, 
unless  some  important  part  of  the  injury 
was  done  in  Rhode  Island;  but  that  such 
injury  would  not  militate  against  the  pro- 
priety of  such  an  action  in  Rhode  Islftnd 
for  an  injury  done  to  the  rights  in  the 
stream  there,  and  not  to  the  mill  situated 
elsewhere. 

An  action  in  tort  will  lie  in  one  state  for 
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the  person,  the  appearance  of  the  defendant 
and  his  answer  to  the  merits  effectuully 
waived  any  question  of  the  jurisdiction  over 
his  person.  At  common  law,  no  local  action 
could  be  maintained  out  of  the  jurisdiction 
in  which  it  arose,  even  though  the  result  in 
many  instances  would  be  to  deprive  a  party 
of  all  remedy;  and,  where  the  action  was 
brought  by  a  remote  grantee  of  the  land, 
on  a  covenant  which  ran  with  the  land,  the 
covenantee's  right  of  action  was  based  upon 
privity  of  estate,  and  not  on  privity  of  con- 
tract, and  the  action  was  deemed  local,  and 
must   hav^  been   brought   in   the   place  or 


county  in  wbich  the  land  lies.  8  Am.  t  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  p.  222  j  Birnoy  v.  Haim,  2  LitL 
202;  White  v.  Saiiljorn,  0  M.  11.  224;  Lienow 
v.  Ellis,  6  Mass.  331;  Clark  v.  Scudder,  6 
Gray,  122.  We  concede  that  this  is  the 
settled  common-law  rule,  and  the  courts  of 
the  different  states  in  our  Union  which  have 
maintained  this  doctrine  have  done  so  under 
stress  of  the  common  law;  but,  in  our  opin- 
ion, our  statute  providing  for  the  place  of 
bringing  of  suits  (Rev.  Stat.  18i)9,  chap.  8, 
art.  3,  §§  502,  604,  Anno.  Stat.  lUOO,  pp. 
501,  503)  has  changed  this  rule,  and  tiiis 
action  on  a  covenant  of  seisin  or  warranty 


diversion  of  water  from  a  stream  at  a  point 
in  that  state  to  the  injury  of  a  mill  in  an- 
other state.  Mannville  v.  Worcester,  138 
Mass.  89,  52  Am.  Rep.  201;  Font  v.  Ed- 
wards, 3  Blatchf.  310,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  4,908. 

A  Pennsylvania  plaintiff  may  sustain  an 
action  in  a  United  States  circuit  court  sit- 
ting in  New  Jersey,  against  a  corporation 
chartered  by  the  latter  state,  for  conse- 
quential injuries  done  to  the  plaintiff's  real 
property  lying  in  Pennsylvania,  the  cause 
of  the  injury — a  canal — being  in  New  Jer- 
sev.  Bundle  v.  Delaware  &  R.  Canal,  1 
Wall.  Jr.  275,  Fed.  Cas.  No!  12,139  (af- 
firmed in  14  How.  80,  14  L.  ed.  335,  without 
discussing  this  point).  It  is  implied  in  all 
those  cases  that  an  action  would  also  have 
lain  in  the  state  where  the  property  injured 
was  situated. 

So,  Armendiais  t.  Stillman,  54  Tex.  623, 
held  that,  an  action  would  lie  in  Texas  for 
damages  caused  to  lands  situated  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  river,  in 
Me.xico,  by  obstructions  placed  in  the  bed 
of  the  stream  by  defendant  on  the  Texas 
side.  The  court  expressly  said  that  in  such 
case,  even  by  the  technical  rule  of  the  com- 
mon law,  the  action  may  be  maintained 
either  in  the  jurisdiction  where  the  act  was 
committed,  or  in  that  in  which  the  injury 
was  sustained.  And  see  to  the  same  effect, 
Smith  v.  Sovtiiebn  R.  Co. 

The  exception  was  also  recognized  in 
Thayer  v.  Brooks,  17  Ohio,  489,  49  Am. 
Dec.  474,  and  St.  Louis  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v. 
Craigo,  10  Tex.  Civ.  App.  238,  31  S.  W.  207, 
although  in  these  cases  the  actions  were 
brought  in  the  state  in  which  the  land  was 
situated,  and  not  in  the  state  in  which  the 
act  inflicting  the  damage  was  done.  The 
exception  is  also  recognized  in  Morris  t. 
Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  78  Tex.  17,  9  L.R.A.  349, 
22  Am.  St.  Rep.  17,  14  S.  W.  228,  although 
the  circumstances  calling  for  its  application 
did  not  exist  in  that  case,  and  the  rule  it- 
self was  therefore  applied.  See  also  Duck- 
town  Sulphur,  Copper,  &  I.  Co.  v.  Barnes 
(Tenn.)    60   S.   W.   593,   supra. 

In  Ruckman  v.  Green,  9  Hun,  225,  it  was 
held  that  an  action  may  be  maintained  in 
New  York  for  an  injury  to  lands  situated 
therein,  though  the  business  which  occasions 
the  injury  and  constitutes  the  nuisance  com- 
plained of  is  carried  on  upon  lands  situated 
m  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  It  is  not  inti- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


mated,  howe%'er,  that  the  action  conld  not 
have  been  maintained  if  the  facta  had  been 
reversed,  and  the  property  injured  had  been 
in  New  Jersey,  and  the  nuisance  had  been 
committed  in  New  York. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  distinction  under- 
lying the  rule  Which  regards  the  action  as 
local,  and  so  not  maintainable  out  of  the 
state  in  which  the  land  is  situated  or  the 
tort  committed,  restricts  its  operation  to 
physical  injuries  to  the  property;  and  it 
was  expressly  held  in  Dodge  v.  Colby,  103 
N.  Y.  445,  15  N.  E.  703,  that  an  action  for 
slander  of  title  to  real  property  is  transi- 
tory, and  may  be  brought  in  a  state  other 
than  that  in  which  the  property  is  situated. 

So,  it  was  held  in  Rogers  v.  Barnes,  169 
Mass.  179,  38  L.R.A.  145,  47  N.  E.  602,  that 
an  action  for  damages  for  wrongful  execu- 
tion of  the  power  of  sale  in  a  mortgage  of 
real  property  is  transitory.  In  this  "case, 
however,  the  land  was  situated  in  one  coun- 
ty and  tlie  action  was  brought  in  another 
county  of  the  same  state. 

Action  for  conversion  of  timber,  crop,  build- 
ings, etc. 

The  general  rule  which  prevents  the  main- 
tenance in  one  state  or  country  of  an  action 
for  damages  to  real  property  in  another 
does  not  prevent  the  maintenance  of  an  ac- 
tion for  conversion  in  one  state  or  country 
against  a  trespasser  upon  land  in  another, 
who  removed  timber  from  the  land,  since 
the  timber  l>ecnmes  personal  property,  wbich 
is  the  subject  of  a  transitory  cau.se  of  action. 
Ellcnwood  v.  Marietta  Cha'ir  Co.  15S  U.  S. 
105.  39  L.  ed.  913,  15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  771; 
Whidden  v.  Seelye,  40  Me.  247,  63  Am.  Dee. 
661;  Greeley  v.  Stilson,  27  Mich.  153; 
Dodge  V.  Colby,  108  N.  Y.  450,  15  N.  E.  703; 
Tyson  v.  McGuineas,  26  Wis.  656. 

In  West  V.  McClure,  85  Miss.  296,  37  Sa 
752,  it  was  held  in  effect  that  a  court  of 
Tennessee  had  jurisdiction  over  an  action 
brought  in  assumpsit  to  recover  the  value  of 
trees  cut  and  carried  away  from  land  in 
Mississippi. 

So  it  was  recognized  in  Missouri  P.  R.  Co. 
v.  Cullers,  81  Tex.  382,  13  L.R.A.  542,  17  S. 
W.  19,  and  Holdcrman  v.  Pond,  45  Kan.  410, 
11  L.R.A.  542,  23  Am.  St.  Rep.  734,  25  Pac, 
872,  that  a  cause  of  action  for  conversion  of 
growing  crops  is  transitory,  though  recov- 
ery was  denied  on  the  ground  that  it  did 
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is  not  one  required  to  be  broifglit  in  the 
county  in  which  the  land  lies. 

In  Oliver  t.  Loye,  69  Miss.  320,  this  ques- 
tion arose,  and  Judge  Campbell,  speaking 
for  the  supreme  court  of  that  state,  while 
recognizing  the  common-law  rule  as  to  local 
and  transitory  actions,  said:  "Originally 
all  actions  were  local,  and  great  regard  was 
had  to  place,  so  that  every  material  allega- 
tion of  a  pleading  had  to  be  accompanied 
by  the  averment  of  a  place,  in  order  that  a 
jury  might  be  summoned  from  the  proper 
neighborhood,  if  issue  should  be  taken  on 
any    of   »uch    allegations.     The   courts,    in 


order  to  relieve  against  the  difliculties  which 
arose  from  the  necessity  of  the  proper  venue 
in  every  action,  took  a  distinction  between 
matters  which  were  local  and  those  which 
were  transitory,  and  invented  a  fiction 
whereby  actions  for  causes  of  a  transitory 
character,  wherever  tliey  arose,  might  be 
maintained  without  regard  to  locality, 
'while  no  cognizance  could  be  taken  of  local 
actions  save  when  a  jury  of  the  county 
could  be  summoned  to  try  them.'  A  result 
was  that,  for  an  injury  to  the  person  or 
chattels,  and  for  a  breach  of  any  contract, 
even  if  it  related  to  land,  a  remedy  might 


not  appear  that  the  acts  complained  of 
amounted  to  conversion  according  to  the 
lex  loci. 

And  it  was  held  in  McGonigle  v.  Atchi- 
son, 33  Kan.  726,  7  Pac.  550,  that  an  ac- 
tion will  lie  in  Kansas  to  recover  the  value 
of  sand  which  a  trespasser  removed  from 
land  in  Missouri  and  transported  to  Kan- 
sas, there  converting  it  to  his  own  use. 

So,  it  was  held  in  Stuart  v.  Baldwin,  41 
U.  C.  Q.  B.  446,  that  replevin  would  lie  in 
•a  court  of  one  jurisdiction  for  ore  taken 
from  land  in  another,  notwithstanding  that, 
by  the  lex  rei  »it(r,  no  action  could  be  main- 
tained'for  the  ore  until  the  title,  if  in  dis- 
pute, had  been  established  by  a  petitory  ac- 
tion to  which  the  action  for  the  ore  would 
be  incident. 

In  order  to  recover  for  a  conversion,  how- 
ever, there  must  he  a  claim  of  damages  for 
the  conversion,  distinct  from  that  for  the 
trespass,  and  the  action  cannot  be  main- 
tained in  either  aspect  in  a  state  or  country 
other  than  that  in  which  the  real  property 
is  situated,  if  there  is  but  one  allejration  of 
a  single  cause  of  action,  in  which  the  tres- 
pass upon  the  land  is  the  principal  thing, 
and  the  conversion  is  incidental  only.  Ellen- 
wood  V.  ^farietta  Chair  Co,  and  Dodge  v. 
Colby,  supra. 

In"  Breroton  ▼.  Canadian  P.  R.  Co.  20  Ont. 
Rep.  57,  which  was  an  action  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Ontario  for  dama<;cs  to  house  and 
furniture  on  land  situated  in  Manitoba,  the 
court  hold  that  the  action,  so  far  as  the 
house  was  concerned,  was  local,  and  that 
while  an  action  for  damage  to  the  furniture 
would,  in  itself,  be  transitory,  yet  it  could 
not  be  maintained  for  the  damage  to  the 
furniture  without  abandoning  the  claim  for 
damage  to  the  house. 

So,  Sprague  Nat.  Bank  v.  Erie  R.  Co.  40 
App.  Div.  69,  57  N.  Y.  Supp.  844,  denied 
jurisdiction  of  an  action  for  conversion  of 
buildings  upon  lands  situated  in  another 
state,  upon  the  ground  that  no  acts  assert- 
ing title  to  the  buildings  had  been  shown, 
except  such  as  were  appropriate  to  the  en- 
forcement of  the  defendants'  claim  to  the 
possession  of  the  land. 

Tlie  general  rule  which  regards  an  action 
for  injuries  done  to  real  property  as  local, 
and  therefore  not  maintainable  in  a  state 
or  country  other  than  that  in  which  the 
property  is  situated  and  in  which  the  injury 
86  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


is  done,  ordinarily  comprehends  an  action 
for  the  removal  or  destruction  of  a  building 
standing  upon  land  in  another  state,  since 
such  building  generally  constitutes  a  part  of 
the  real  property.  This,  however,  is  not 
necessarily  true.  Thus,  Rogers  v.  Wood- 
bury, 15  Pick.  156,  held  that  an  action  for 
carrj-ing  away  a  small  fish  house  or  camp 
situated  on  land  in  another  state  is  transi- 
tory, in  the  absence  of  proof  that  it  was  part 
of  the  real  estate. 

And  Laird  v.  Railroad  Co.  62  N.  H.  254, 
13  Am.  St.  Rep.  564,  held  that  an  action 
would  lie  in  New  Hampshire  against  a  rail- 
road company  for  burning  plaintiff's  build- 
ing in  Vermont,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
building,  standing  on  the  railroad  right  of 
way,  with  the  right  of  removal,  wns  per- 
sonal property,  and  that  its  character  as 
such  was  not  changed  by  the  fact  that  plain- 
tiff may  have  had  such  an  interest  in  the 
land  as  would  have  enabled  him  to  main- 
tain an  action  of  trespass  quare  clatuum 
for  an  injury  to  the  possession. 

///.  Sutnmarff. 

Tlie  foregoing  review  of  the;  authorities 
shows  that — except  in  a  few  instances  in 
which,  by  the  technical  riiles  of  the  common 
law,  the  action  is  deemed  to  be  based  on 
privity  of  estate,  and  not  on  privity  of  con- 
tract— an  action  for  damages  for  breach  of 
a  contract  in  respect  of  land  may  be  brought 
in  any  state  or  country  in  which  the  de- 
fendant may  be  found;  but  according  to  the 
weight  of  authority  both  in  England  and  in 
America,  an  action  based  upon  a  physical 
tort  directed  against  real  property,  whether 
it  be  trespass  quare  clausum,  or  for  the  re- 
covery of  indirect  or  consequential  damages, 
is  local,  and  cannot  be  maintained  in  a  state 
or  country  other  than  that  in  which  the  land 
is  situated,  unless  the  act  or  omission  caus- 
ing the  injury  occurred  in  the  state  or  coun- 
try in  which  the  action  is  brought.  The 
rule  as  to  torts,  however,  rests  upon  an  ex- 
tremely technical  foundation,  and  frequent- 
ly operates  to  work  injustice  because  of  the 
defendant's  absence  from  the  forum  rei 
sita,  and  the  consequent  inability  to  make 
him  answer  for  his  wrong  there.  For  this 
reason  many  of  the  courts  which  have  adopt- 
ed the  rule  have  done  so  reluctantly,  and, 
as  above  shown,  the  rule  has  been  expressly 
repudiated  in  Minnesota,  G.  H.  P. 
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be  had  in  the  courts  of  another  state  or 
country  than  that  in  which  the  injury  was 
done,  or  in  which  the  land  lay.  In  other 
words,  if  the  action  was  transitory,  and  not 
local,  it  was  maintainable  anywhere.  The 
courts  in  England  soon  freed  themselves 
from  the  fetters  of  locality  as  to  all  causes  of 
action  of  such  nature  that  they  might  arise 
anywhere,  and  by  means  of  falsehood,  polite- 
ly called  fiction,  and  stated  under  a  vide- 
licet, which  was  an  apology  for  not  telling 
the  truth,  maintained  actions  on  such  causes 
of  action  as  arose  out  of  tlie  territorial  jur- 
isdiction of  the  courts  of  England.  But 
such  causes  of  action  as  could,  from  their 
nature,  arise  only  in  one  place,  and  therefore 
were  considered  as  local,  and  to  be  redressed 
only  by  local  actions,  did  not  arise  with 
the  frequency  of  the  other  class,  and  did 
not  press  upon  the  courts  sufliciently  to  in- 
duce them  to  include  them  in  the  fiction  in- 
vented to  sustain  the  other  class  of  actions, 
and  as  to  them  the  courts  continued  bound 
by  the  idea  of  the  place  at  which  they  arose. 
Therefore  it  is  that  courts,  governed  by  the 
common  law  as  to  actions  and  process,  hare 
felt  bound  to  deny  a  remedy  for  causes  of 
action  arising  abroad  which  could  be  re- 
dressed only  by  local  actions.  Tried  even 
by  this  rule,  an  action  might  be  maintained 
in  the  circuit  court  of  Copiah  county,  by 
the  appellee  against  the  appellant;  for  by 
our  law  it  is  not  local,  but  transitory.  The 
only  local  actions  under  our  statute  are 
ejectment  and  actions  of  trespass  for  in- 
juries to  land.  They  must  be  brought  in 
the  county  in  which  the  land  lies.  All  other 
actions  must  be  brought  with  reference  to 
the  person  of  the  defendant.  Tlie  common- 
law  distinction  of  local  and  transitory  ac- 
tions does  not  exist  here.  The  statute  alone 
governs,  and  we  cannot  disregard  it,  and  be- 
cause, under  the  common  law,  no  remedy 
could  be  had  by  the  assignee  of  a  covenantee 
in  a  covenant  of  warranty  of  title  of  land 
lying  in  another  state,  deny  a  remedy  in 
the  courts  of  this  state,  which  does  not 
treat  such  an  action  as  a  local  one.  The 
courts  which  have  held  such  an  action  not 
maintainable  have  done  so  under  stress  of 
the  common  law,  which  they  felt  so  bound 
them  as  to  constrain  them  to  do  what  rea- 
son revolted  at.  Happily  we  are  freed  from 
the  constraint  of  this  absurd  rule,  and  look 
to  our  statutes  to  see  what  actions  may  be 
maintained  by  our  courts." 

In  Tillotson  v.  Prichard,  60  Vt.,  loc.  cit. 
104,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  95,  14  Atl.  307,  it  was 
said:  "The  defendant  contends  that  this 
court  has  no  jurisdiction  of  the  action;  that 
it  is  local,  and  can  only  be  maintained  in 
the  state  where  the  land  lies.  Such  un- 
doubtedly was  the  rule  at  common  law.  By 
that  law,  if  the  action  for  the  breach  of  a 
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covenant  was  founded  upon  privity  ot  con- 
tract, it  was  transitory  (e.  g.,  covenant  be- 
tween the  original  parties)  ;  but  if  upon 
privity  of  estate,  it  was  locaL  By  this 
rule,  all  actions  brought  by  the  assigfnee  of 
an  estate  conveyed  with  covenants  running 
with  the  land,  against  the  covenantor,  to 
enforce  such  covenants,  were  locaL  In 
covenants  concerning  land,  an  assignee  of 
the  land  is  a  stranger  to  the  personal  con- 
tract between  the  parties  thereto.  He  is 
not  privy  to  it,  and  the  only  right  he  has 
to  maintain  an  action  in  his  own  name  for 
their  breach  is  upon  those  covenants  which 
'run  with  the  laud;'  or,  in  other  words, 
those  which  follow  the  interest  demised; 
and  hence  the  action  is  said  to  be  founded 
upon  privity  of  estate.  It  is  when  the  right 
or  obligation  created  by  the  covenant  is  at- 
tachcd  to  the  interest  conveyed,  or  to  the 
estate  out  of  which  it  is  created,  so  that 
the  right  or  obligation  upon  an  assignment 
of  the  estate  devolves  upon  the  assignee. 
Gould,  I'l.  chap.  Ill,  §  118,  div.  2;  Chitty, 
PI.  270.  But  it  is  argued  that  the  action  is 
local,  for  that,  in  case  of  a  judgment  against 
the  defendant,  he  is  entitled  to  an  order 
from  the  court  requiring  a  conveyance  to 
him  from  the  plaintiff  of  the  lands  in  con- 
troversy, and  the  order  could  not  be  effectu- 
ally made  by  a  court  in  this  state,  and  cite 
the  cases  of  CatJin  v.  Hurlburt,  3  Vt  403, 
and  Shorthill  v.  Ferguson,  47  Iowa,  284. 
We  do  not  say  that  the  defendant  is  en- 
titled as  matter  of  right  to  such  an  order. 
The  latter  case  was  in  equity,  and  the  court 
held  that  before  it  would  enter  judgment  for 
the  plaintiff,  he  must  tender  a  conveyance  of 
the  land  to  the  defendant;  the  same  result 
being  reached  in  the  other  case  cited  by  stay 
of  execution.  The  judgment  of  the  court  in 
such  cases  does  not  affect  the  title  to  the 
land,  by  any  direct  action  or  process  against 
the  land  itself;  but,  the  court  having  ob- 
tained jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  the 
owner,  it  may,  in  a  proper  case,  decline  to 
enter  judgment,  or  it  may  stay  executioa 
after  judgment  until  he  make  such  convey- 
ance as  justice  requires  him  to  do,  as  & 
condition  of  obtaining  judgment  and  execu- 
tion. Indeed,  cases  in  equity  go  much  far- 
ther. Rorer,  on  Interstate  Law,  207,  211. 
The  judgment  in  on  way  affects  the  real 
estate;  it  is  in  personam,  sounding  in  dam- 
ages only.  But  it  is  enough  to  say  that 
the  common  law,  as  to  certain  actions,  in- 
cluding the  one  at  bar,  being  local,  has  been 
superseded  by  our  statute  regulating  the 
places  in  which  actions  shall  be  brought, 
and '  none  are  local  unless  made  so  by  stat- 
ute. Hunt  V.  Pownal,  9  Vt  411;  June  v. 
Conant,  17  Vt  056;  University  of  Vermont 
V.  Joslyn,  21  Vt.  52.  This  action  by  our 
statute  is  transitory." 
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The  supreme  court  of  Indiana  in  Coleman 
T.  Lyman,  42  Ind.  289,  was  confronted  with 
this  same  proposition,  and  that  court  held 
that  tlie  statute  of  that  state  had  determined 
where  actions  must  be  brought.  After  cit- 
ing tliree  sections  of  their  statute,  which 
provided,  in  short,  that  actions  must  be 
commenced  in  the  county  in  which  the  sub- 
ject of  the  action  was  situate,  first,  for  the 
recovery  of  the  real  property,  or  an  estate 
or  interest  therein,  for  the  determination  in 
any  form  of  such  right  or  interest,  and  for 
injuries  to  real  property;  second,  for  the 
partition  of  real  property;  third,  for  the 
foreclosure  of  the  mortgage  of  real  prop- 
erty,— and  certain  other  sections  providing 
for  suits  against  corporate  bodies  and  for 
the  contesting  of  wills,  or  the  establishment 
of  the  same,  and  then  there  was  another 
section  which  provided  that  "in  all  other 
cases  the  action  shall  be  commenced  in  the 
county  where  the  defendants  or  one  of  them 
has  his  usual  place  of  residence"  (Gavin  & 
H.  Rev.  Stat.  1870,  vol.  2,  pp.  56,  58,  §  33), 
the  court  then  proceeds  to  say  that  the  stat- 
ute of  that  state  must  govern,  and  pointed 
out  that  the  action  for  covenant  of  seisin 
was  not  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  real 
property  or  of  an  estate  therein,  within 
the  contemplation  of  that  section.  So  in 
this  state,  by  one  general  system,  our  Legis- 
lature has  provided  for  the  venue  of  all  civil 
actions.  Section  662,  Rev.  Stat.  1809,  has 
reference  to  the  residence  of  the  defendant, 
and  §  663  provides  for  the  prosecution  of 
actions  in  ejectment  and  replevin  in  the 
county  where  the  specific  property  is  sought 
to  be  recovered  or  seized,  and  §  564  provides 
that  suits  for  the  possession  of  real  estate, 
or  whereby  the  title  thereto  may  be  affect- 
ed, shall  be  brought  ip  the  county  where 
such  real  estate,  or  some  part  thereof,  is 
situate.  Section  4345  (page  2392)  provides 
for  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages  of  real 
estate  in  the  county  where  any  part  of  the 
mortgaged  premises  is  situated.  And  %  4374 
(page  2411)  provides  for  the  bringing  of 
partition  suits  in  the  county  in  which  the 
lands  sought  to  be  partitioned  are  situated. 
In  a  word,  our  legislature- has  completely 
altered  the  rule  of  the  common  law,  and 
provided  for  every  contingency  as  to  the 
bringing  of  suits,  and  it  must  be  held  that 
the  conunon-law  rule  as  to  this  action  no 
longer  obtains  in  this  state.  Many  decisions 
of  this  court  illustrate  what  is  meant  by 
"title  to  real  estate"  being  involved. 

It  is  now  the  settled  rule  of  adjudication 
that  in  order  to  give  this  court  jurisdic- 
tion on  the  ground  that  title  to  real  estate 
is  involved,  it  must  appear  that  the  title 
will  be  directly  affected  by  the  judgment  of 
the  court.  It  will  not  suffice  for  it  to  be 
incidentally,  eollaterally,  or  even  necessar- 
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ily  inquired  into  if  the  judgment  can  be  sat- 
isfied by  the  payment  of  money.  Price  v. 
Blankenship,  144  Mo.  203,  45  S.  W.  1123; 
Hilton  T.  St.  Louis,  129  Mo.  389,  31  S. 
W.  771;  Barber  Asphalt  Paving  Co.  t. 
Hezel,  138  Mo.  228,  39  8.  W.  781.  In  Luth- 
er V.  Brown,  132  Mo.  73,  33  S.  W.  442,  it 
was  expressly  ruled  that  the  title  to  real  es- 
tate was  not  involved  in  a  suit  upon  cove- 
nant of  warranty,  this  court  saying,  among 
other  things:  "If  a  judgment  was  rendered 
because  of  a  defect  of  title  to  the  real  es- 
tate named,  it  would  sound  in  damages,  and 
be  personal  against  defendant,  and  no  de- 
cree or  judgment  would  be  entered  that 
could  in  iny  wise  involve  or  affect  the  title 
to  the  real  estate,  .  .  .  different  from  the 
way  that  all  other  real  estate  to  plaintiff 
belonging  might  be  affected."  To  the  same 
effect,  Hannibal  &  St.  J.  R.  Co.  v.  Ma- 
honey,  42  Mo.  467;  Gregg  v.  Union  P.  R, 
Co.  48  Mo.  App.  490.  In  our  opinion  this 
is  not  a  case  affecting  the  title  to  real  estate 
within  the  meaning  of  §  564,  Rev.  Stat. 
1899. 

2.  Having  reached  the  conclusion  that 
the  title  to  the  land  is  only  incidentally  in- 
volved in  the  record,  we  are  brought  to  ap- 
pellant's second  point;  to  wit,  "by  the  law 
of  what  state  is  defendant's  liability  to  be 
ascertained?"  The  lands  attempted  to  be 
conveyed  are  in  Texas,  but  plaintiff  has 
not  pleaded  the  law  of  Texas,  nor  was  any 
attempt  made  to  prove  it  in  the  evidence. 
By  a  long  line  of  adjudications  it  has  been 
ruled  that  the  courts  of  this  state  will  not 
take  cognizance  of  the  laws  of  a  foreign 
state  which  have  not  been  pleaded  or  proven. 
Hazelett  v.  Woodruff,  160  Mo.  539,  51  S.  W. 
1048;  Charlotte  v.  Chouteau,  26  Mo.  465; 
Roll  v.  St.  Louis  &  C.  Smelting  &  Min.  Co. 
62  Mo;  App.  60.  Moreover,  plaintiff  relies 
entirely  upon  Missouri  decisions  to  support 
her  claim  for  damages,  and  she  must  be  held 
to  have  elected  to  rely  upon  our  laws  for 
a  recovery.  In  the  absence,  then,  of  any  at- 
tempt to  show  that  defendant's  liability  un- 
der the  laws  of  Texas  was  otherwise  than 
by  the  laws  of  Missouri,  this  court  will  ap- 
ply our  own  laws  in  determining  defend- 
ant's liability  on  his  covenant  of  seisin. 
Hazelett  v.  Woodruff,  150  Mo.  534,  51  S. 
W.  1048,  and  cases  cite(f. 

3.  The  defendant,  in  support  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  circuit  court,  contends  that, 
conceding  all  the  covenants  were  broken 
when  made,  and  that  neither  title  nor  pos- 
session passed  from  the  defendant  to  Henry, 
his  covenantee,  nor  from  Henry  to  the  plain- 
tiff, then  there  was  no  privity  of  contract 
between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant,  and 
plaintiff  cannot  maintain  this  action.  With- 
out restating  the  general  law  as  laid  down 
in  the  text-books  and  cases  as  to  the  «ove- 
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nant  of  seisin,  it  is  sufficient,  for  the  pur- 
puses  of  this  appeal,  to  refer  to  some  of  the 
adjudications  of  this  court. 

In  Allen  v.  Kennedy,  91  Mo.  324,  2  S.  W. 
142,  the  petition  declared  on  the  covenants 
of  seisin  and  warranty.  Judge  Black, 
speaking  for  this  court,  said:  "As  to  the 
covenant  of  seisin  of  an  indefeasible  estate 
in  fee  simple,  the  claim  is  that  this  cove- 
nant, if  broken  at  all,  is  always  broken 
when  made,  and  does  not  run  with  the  land. 
Whatever  may  be  the  rule  elsewhere,  with 
us  it  is  more  than  a  covenant  in  the  present 
tense.  It  is  rather  a  covenant  of  indemnity, 
and  it  has  often  been  held  that  it  runs  with 
the  land  to  the  extent  that,  if  the  covenantee 
takes  any  estate,  however  defeasible,  or  if 
possession  accompanies  the  deed,  though  no 
title  pass,  yet,  in  either  event,  this  covenant 
runs  with  the  land  and  inures  to  the  subse- 
quent grantee  upon  whom  the  loss  falls. 
Dickson  v.  Desire,  23  Mo.  15],  66  Am.  Dec. 
001;  Chambers  v.  Smith,  23  Mo.  174;  Mag- 
wire  V.  Riggin,  44  Mo.  512;  Jones  v.  Whit- 
sett,  79  Mo.  188.  4.  Both  covenants  in  the 
Kennedy  deed  were  broken  before  the  plain- 
tiff purchased;  for  Riddle,  the  owner  of  the 
title,  had  taken  possession  under  it,  and 
Patterson  was  without  title  or  possession. 
On  this  state  of  the  case  the  contention  of 
the  defendant  is  that  covenants  only  run 
with  the  land  until  breach;  that  they  then 
become  choses  in  action  which  cannot  be  as- 
signed. Many  authorities  do  hold  that 
cUoses  in  action  cannot  be  assigned  so  as 
to  enable  the  assignee  to  sue  in  his  own 
name  at  law,  but  that  is  not  the  law  of  this 
state.  Damages  arising  from  the  breach  of 
the  covenants  in  a  deed  may  be  assigned, 
and,  when  assigned,  the  assignee,  and  he 
alone,  can  sue.  Van  Doren  v.  Kclfe,  20  Mo. 
450.  The  only  remaining  question  is  wheth- 
er the  deed  to  plaintiff  will  operate  as  an 
asi^igiuncnt  of  the  prior  covenants  so  as  to 
protect  the  assignee  as  to  the  damages  he 
has  sustained.  As  having  some  bearing  up 
on  this  question,  it  may  be  stated  that,  by 
our  statute,  any  person  claiming  title  to 
real  estate  may,  though  there  be  an  adverse 
possession,  convey  his  interest  as  if  ho  were 
in  the  actual  possession."  In  support  of 
the  proposition  that  the  covenants  passed 
by  the  subsequent  tJeed,  the  learned  judge 
quoted  with   approval   Kimball  v.   Bryant, 

25  Minn.  400,  Schofield  v.  Iowa  Horn  .stead 
Co.  32  Iowa,  318,  7  Am.  Rep.  197,  and  Wead 
V.  Larkin,  54  111.  498,  5  Am.  Rep.  140,  and 
then  concludes  his  opinion  as  follows:  "As 
our  covenant  of  Fci.sin  runs  with  the  land, 
what  is  there  said  as  to  the  covenant  of 
warranty  is  equally  applicable  to  it.  The 
Patterson  deed  contains  full  covenants,  and 
it  was  certainly  the  purpose  to  transfer  to 
plaintiff  whatever  covenants  and  assurances 

26  L.RJ^.(N.S.) 


the  grantor  held,  whether  broken  or  tta- 
broken;  and  no  good  reason  is  perceived 
why  the  intention  of  the  parties  should  not 
be  made  effectual,  instead  of  being  fmitrat- 
ed  and  wholly  defeated." 

In  Johnson  v.  Johnson,  170  Mo.,  lo6  di. 
49,  SO  L.R.A.  748,  70  S.  W.  241,  the  case  of 
Allen  T.  Kennedy,  supra,  was  followed  and 
approved.  Learned  counsel  for  the  defend- 
ant quoted  and  relied  upon  the  decision  of 
this  court  in  Blondeau  v.  Sheridan,  81  Mo. 
545,  but  it  is  evident  from  the  reading  of 
that  case  that,  while  the  court  held  that  a 
covenant  against  encumbrances  was  a  cove- 
nant in  prcesenti,  and  did  not  run  with  the 
land,  and  was  not  assignable  at  law,  it  did 
hold  that  a  covenant  of  seisin  ran  with  the 
land,  and  that  a  remote  covenantee  could  re- 
cover thereon  against  a  remote  covenantor. 
And  in  our  opinion  there  is  no  conflict  what- 
ever between  the  decision  in  that  case  and 
the  subsequent  opinion  in  Allen  v.  Kennedy, 
supra.  Accordingly  we  answer  the  query 
of  the  defendant  in  the  affirmative;  to  wit, 
that  a  covenant  of  seisin  of  an  indefeasible 
estate  in  fee  simple,  which  is  broken  at  the 
time  that  it  is  made,  runs  witii  the  land,  so 
that  a  subsequent  grantee  can  maintain  an 
action  for  damages  for  breach  thereof 
against  the  original  covenantor. 

4.  The    only    question    upon    which    the 
plaintiff  appealed  to  this  court  was  as  to 
the  measure  of  damages  to  which  she  was 
entitled,  and  her  contention  is  that  she  is 
entitled  to  recover  the  full  value  of  the  land 
at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  deed, 
whereas  the  defendant  insists  that  the  full 
measure     of     plaintiff's    damages     is     the 
amount  of  purchase  money  which  she  paid, 
with  interest.     In  Matheny  v.  Stewart,  108 
Mo.  73,  17  S.  W.  1014,  Judge  MacfarUne, 
speaking  for  this  court,  said:  "The  rule  of 
damages  for  breaclics  of  warranty  in  the 
conveyance  of  land,  in  case  of  total  failure 
of  title,  has  ever  been  limited  in  this  state 
to  the  purchase  money  paid,  with  interest 
thereon,  and  costs," — citing  Dickson  v.  De- 
sire, 23  Mo.  160,  66  Am.  Dec.  601;  Hutchins 
V.  Roundtrec,  77  Mo.  500;  Lambert  v.  Estes, 
99  ilo.  008,  la  S.  W.  284.     In  Haielett  v. 
Woodruff,  150  Mo.  541,  51  S.  W.  1049,  this 
court  said:  "The  measure  of  damages  upon 
breach  of  covenant  of  seisin  and  the  right  to 
convey  is,  as  a  general  rule,  the  purchase 
money,  interest,  and  costs."    "Xo  case  that 
we  have  seen  has  extended  the  rule  beyond 
this."     Accepting  this  as  the  settled  doc- 
trine in  this  state,  and  applying  it  to  the 
facts  in  evidence,  it  appears  that  the  de- 
fendant, in  his  deed  to  Henry,  conveyed  the 
land   in  question  for  the  consideration  of 
$1  and  other  lands.     There  was  no  proof 
whatever  as  to  what  other  lands  were  re- 
ferred to  in  this  description,  nor  what  their 
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value  waa.  The  court  gave  plaintiff  judg- 
ment for  |1.  Speaking  to  this  point  in  Al- 
len T.  Kennedy,  supra.  Judge  Black  said: 
'^he  plaintiff  concedes  that  the  full  measure 
of  his  damages  is  the  amount  he  paid,  with 
interest.  Via  proof  of  the  damages  he  re- 
lies alone  on  the  recital  of  $350  considera- 
tion paid  by  him  in  his  deed  from  Patter- 
son, and  the  question  is  whether  this  made 
out  a  prima  facie  case.  As  to  the  parties 
to  a  deed,  the  consideration  clause  is  prima 
facie  evidence,  but  it  has  the  force  and  ef- 
fect only  of  a  receipt,  and  is  open  to  ex- 
planation and  contradiction,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defeating  the  deed  as  a  conveyance, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  showing 4:he  true  con- 
sideration. Fontaine  v.  Boatmens'  Sav. 
Inst.  57  Mo.  552 ;  Wood  v.  Broadley,  76  Mo. 
33,  43  Am.  Kep.  754.  Generally,  however, 
the  recital  in  the  consideration  clause  is  not 
evidence  of  the  amount  paid,  or  the  value 
of  the  premises  as  to  third  persons." 

As  there  was  no  proof  of  tlie  amount  of 
the  consideration  paid  by  the  plaintiff  or 
by  Henry  to  the  defendant,  we  think  the 
court  correctly  awarded  nominal  damages 
only,  and  that  plaintiff  has  no  standing  in 
court  to  cmplain  of  the  verdict  of  $1  in  her 
favor,  and  accordingly  the  judgment  is  af- 
firmed. 


ValUant,  Ch. 
J  J.,  concur. 


J.,  and  Fox  and  liamm. 


Woodson,  J.,  concurring: 

The  plaintiff  instituted  this  suit  in  the 
«»rcuit  court  of  St.  Clair  county,  against 
the  defendant,  to  recover  $10,000  as  dam- 
ages for  a  breach  of  covenant  of  seisin  and 
warranty.  A  trial  was  had,  which  resulted 
in  a  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  sum 
of  $1.  From  that  judgment  the  plaintiff 
duly  appealed. 

The  facts  of  the  ease  are  practically  un- 
disputed, and  are  substantially  as  follows, 
as'  appears  from  respondent's  statement  of 
the  case,  to  wit:  On  June  20,  1899,  J.  A. 
Lucksinger,  the  respondent,  a  resident  of  St. 
Clair  county,  Missouri,  executed  and  de- 
livered to  Charles  C.  Henry,  of  Kansas  City, 
Jackson  county,  Missouri,  a  deed  with  cove- 
nants of  warranty,  conveying  surveys  13 
and  25  in  block  230,  Foley  county,  Texas. 
The  consideration  named  in  the  deed  was 
"$1  and  other  lands."  On  April  19,  1902, 
the  grantees  named  in  the  Lucksinger  deed, 
Charles  C.  Henry  and  wife,  made  a  special 
warranty  deed  to  the  same  land  to  the  ap- 
pellant, A.  M.  Coleman.  The  consideration 
recited  in  this  deed  was  "$5  and  exchange  of 
property."  On  September  17,  1904,  A.  M. 
Coleman,  the  grantee  in  the  deed  from 
Henry,  filed  this  suit  in  the  circuit  court 
of  St.  Clair  county,  Missouri,  wherein  she 
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seeks  to  recover  from  J.  A.  Lucksinger,  who 
conveyed  to  Charles  C.  Henry,  the  sum  of 
$10,000  in  damages;  her  petition  alleging 
that  the  title  to  the  lands  in  Foley  county, 
Texas,  had  entirely  failed,  and  that  the 
measure  of  her  damages  was  its  market 
value,  and  that  it  was  of  the  reasonable 
market  value  of  $10,000. 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  appellant, 
who  was  plaintiff  below,  introduced  no  evi- 
dence as  to  the  consideration  passing  from 
Henry  to  the  respondent,  Lucksinger,  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  Texas  property,  nOr 
did  she  show,  or  attempt  to  show,  what,  if 
anything,  she  paid  to  Henry  for  deeding  this 
property  to  her.  She  did  not  show  that  she 
had  paid  the  $5  recited  in  the  deed,  or  that 
she.  had  conveyed  the  other  property  therein 
referred  to.  She  tried  her  case  upon  the 
theory  that  it  was  of  uo  consequence  what 
damages,  if  any,  she  actually  sustained,  but 
that  the  measure  of  her  recovery  should  be 
the  value  of  the  lands  described  in  the 
Henry  deed,  witliout  regard  to  the  consid- 
eration passing  from  her  to  him.  She  also 
introduced  testimony  tending  to  show  the 
value  of  the  Texas  land,  which  was  sub- 
stantially as  follows:  W.  H.  Bagin,  of  Al- 
pine, Te-xas,  who  testified,  said:  "If  it  is 
dry  land,  it  is  worth  $1  per  acre.  If  it  has 
living  water,  it  is  worth  $4  or  $5  per  acre; 
I  can't  tell  of  my  own  personal  knowledge 
whether  this  particular  property  has  living 
water  or  not."  The  other  witness  offered  as 
to  the  value  of  the  Texas  land  was  Charles 
C.  Henry,  the  grantor  of  the  Texas  property 
in  the  deed  to  appellant.  He  testified: 
"That  the  respondent,  Lucksinger,  told  him 
that  tliere  was  a  creek  which  went  through 
both  sections,  and  there  is  a  little  timber 
along  the  creek,  but  it  is  mostly  prairie." 
"That  it  was  pasture  land,"  and  "that  the 
consideration  was  that  it  was  worth  $5  per 
acre,"  and  "He,  defendant,  claimed  the  land 
was  worth  $5  per  acre,  it  I  remember  right." 
Also,  "The  consideration  between  us  was 
$6,000."  And:  "$6,000  was  the  value  placed 
upon  the  property  in  Texas,  and  I  placed  up- 
on my  property.  I  do  not  know  the  actual 
value  of  either  property.  I  suppose  $6,000 
was  a  little  more  than  the  property  vras 
worth;  I  never  saw  the  land  in  Texas." 
This  was  the  extent  of  the  testimony  as  to 
the  value  of  the  Texas  property.  Appellant 
also  introduced  testimony  tending  to  show 
that  respondent  had  no  title  whatever  to  the 
land  which  his  deed  purported  to  convey 
to  Henry,  and  it  was  admitted  that  neither 
Henry  nor  appellant  was  ever  in  the  actual 
possession  of  said  land.  Upon  that  evidence 
the  court  instructed  the  jury  to  the  effect 
that  appellant  could  receive  only  nominal 
damages,  to  which  action  she  duly  excepted.  | 

1.  The  evidence  disclosed  by  the  record 
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shows  that  respondent,  in  the  month  of 
July,  1899,  conveyed  by  deed  of  general  war- 
ranty 1,280  acres  of  land,  situated  in  Foley 
county,  Texas,  to  one  Charlps  C.  Henry,  for 
a  consideration  of  $1  and  other  lands,  as 
expressed  in  the  deed.  In  April,  1802, 
Henry,  by  deed  of  special  warranty,  con- 
veyed the  same  land  to  appellant  for  a 
stated  consideration  of  $5  and  exchange  of 
lands.  At  the  time  ot  the  execution  of  the 
deed  from  respondent  to  Henry,  the  former 
placed  the  value  of  the  land  at  $0,000,  but 
no  evidence  was  oiTercd  tending  to  show  the 
value  of  the  land  conveyed  by  Henry  to  re- 
jpondeut  in  exchange  for  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion. At  the  time  of  the  conveyance  to 
Henry,  respondent  had  no  title  to  the  land, 
and  consequently  a  breach  of  the  covenant 
of  seisin  occurred  instanter  upon  the  execu- 
tion of  the  deed.  Upon  that  state  of  facta 
it  is  contended  by  counsel  for  appellant  that 
there  was  a  breach  of  the  covenant  of  seisin 
at  the  instant  the  deed  from  respondent  to 
Henry  was  signed  and  delivered,  the  said 
covenant  ran  with  the  land,  and  that  the 
deed  from  Henry  to  him  carries  with  it  and 
invested  in  her  a  right  of  action  for  said 
breach,  and  that  the  value  of  the  land  at 
the  time  re8[)ondent  conveyed  the  same  to 
Henry,  in  ]8a9,  which  the  evidence  tenJed 
to  show,  was  about  $0,000.  Upon  the  other 
hand,  while  counsel  for  respondent  con- 
ueaen  that  tlie  covenant  of  seisin  was  broken 
as  soon  as  made,  yet  he  contends  that  it  was 
only  a  chose  in  action ;  did  not  run  with  the 
land;  was  not  assignable  at  law;  and  can- 
not be  taken  ndvuntage  of  by  appellant,  a  re- 
mote covenantee. 

Counsel  for  respondent,  in  support  of  his 
position,  relies  upun  the  case  of  Blondcau  v. 
Sheridan,  81  Mo.  545.  The  facts  of  that 
case  were  substantially  as  c!iarged  in  the 
petition,  which  was  as  fv>Il)ws:  "On  January 
18th,  18S1,  plaintiffs  filed  in  the  probate 
court  of  Buchanan  county  their  demand  for 
$43.3.30,  ugainst  said  estate,  and,  at  tlio 
April  term,  1881,  the  court  found  against 
plaintiffs,  who  then  appealed  to  the  circuit 
court,  where  they  filed  an  amended  pc?tition, 
alleging,  in  substance,  that  McGee  died  in 
May,  1880,  and  tliat  Sheridan  administered 
on  his  estate  in  August,  1880.  That  plain- 
tiffs are,  and  since  1872  have  been,  partners. 
That  on  the  10th  of  January,  1873,  McGce 
conveyM  by  deed  to  Mathias  Bradley  the 
north  half  of  lot  No.  10  of  block  21  in 
the  town  of  St.  Joseph,  in  the  gran'tin'r 
clause,  thereof  employing  the  word4  'grant,' 
'bargain,'  and  'sell;'  the  deed  containing  also 
an  express  covenant  that  the  grantor,  his 
heirs  and  executors,  etc.,  would  warrant 
and  defend  the  title  to  said  real  estat 
against  the  lawful  claims  of  every  persov 
.vliatever.  'Ihat  pivor  to  that  time,  on  the 
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29th  of  March,  1872,  McGee,  the  grantor, 
entered  into  a  written  agreemeat  with  one 
Hasting,  by  which  he  granted  to  Hasting, 
who  owned  the  adjoining  lot,  the  right  to 
extend  and  build  one  half  of  the  thickness 
of  a  wall,  to  be  erected  by  said  Hasting 
on  the  line  between  said  lots,  over  and  on 
the  lot  of  said  McGee  (said  lot  So.  10), 
the  dimensions  of  said  wall  to  be  footing 
4  feet  0  inches  in  thickness,  upper  wall  2 
feet  thick>  brick  wall  1  foot  C  inches  thick 
and  80  feet  in  length,  one-half  of  which  the 
entire  length  and  height  to  extend  over 
and  on  lot  10,  with  the  further  stipulation 
that  said  'McGee,  or  his  assignee,  should  at 
any  time,  paying  one-half  of  the  cost  of 
said  wall  or  such  part  thereof  to  the  $aid 
Haating  or  his  assignee,  have  the  right  and 
privilege  of  building  to  and  using  said 
wall,  and  make  it  constitute  one  of  the 
walls  he  may  choose  to  erect  adjacent  there- 
to, and  may  use  said  wall  for  all  reasonable 
purposes  in  erecting  and  constructing  such 
building.'  That  said  agreement  was  duly 
acknowledged,  and  was,  on  9th  of  April, 
1872,  filed  for  record  in  the  recorder's  office 
of  said  county.  That  Hasting  erected  the 
wall  mentioned  in  said  agreement  before  Mc- 
Gce conveyed  to  Br'\dley.  That  on  the  lath 
day  of  February,  1876,  plaintiffs  each  be- 
came the  owner  of  an  undivided  half  of  said 
lot  No.  10  by  virtue  ot  conveyances  from 
Mathias  Bradley  and  his  grantees,  and 
afterwards  mutually  agreed  to  hold,  and 
have  ever  since  held,  tlie  same  as  partner- 
ship property.  That  McGee,  at  the  time  of 
the  conveyance  to  M.  S.  Bradley,  was  i^ut 
seised  of  an  indefeasible  estate  in  fee  sim- 
ple in  said  real  estate.  That  it  was  not  tree 
from  encumbrance,  etc.,  and  that  McGee  had 
not  warranted  or  defended  the  title,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  on  the  29th  of  May,  IbTo, 
Lut2,  assignee  of  Hasting,  entered  said  1.4 
No.  10  and  evicted  plaintiffs  from  that  part 
of  said  lot  upon  which  said  wall  stood,  liar- 
ing  the  right  to  do  so  by  virtue  of  the  agree- 
ment, aforesaid,  and  that  plaintiffs  were 
compelled  to,  and  did,  on  the  29th  of  May, 
187S,  pay  to  said  Lutz  $330.46,  in  order  ti 
extinguish  his  right  and  title  to  said  pa  t 
of  said  lot,  and  to  said  wall  to  the  len;4t:i 
of  62  feet  and  8  inches,  and  that  it  was 
worth  that  sum,  and  asked  ju<  gnient  for 
if433.4{i."  The  plaintiffs  obtained  a  jui'g- 
mcnt  from  which  the  defendant  appealei. 

In  discussing  that  case,  the  court,  speak- 
ing through  Henry,  J.,  on  I'.igea  S-'il  to  554 
of  81  Mo.,  used  this  language:  "The  defeid- 
ant  objected  to  any  evidence  on  the  ground 
that  the  petition  did  not  state  facts  c-  nsti- 
tuting  a  cause  of  action.  The  covenant  of 
•^i-ncral  warranty,  and  two  of  the  st.itutory 
covenants,  viz.,  that  of  ao'sin  and  that 
against  encumbrances,  are  a' '-.gad  in  the  pe- 
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Ution  to  have  been  broken.  The  facts  al- 
leged constituted  no  breach  of  the  covenant 
of  seisin.  'That  covenant  is  not  broken  by 
the  existence  of  easements  ur  encumbrances 
whicli  do  not  strike  at  the  technical  seisin 
of  the  purchaser.'  Rawle,  Covenants,  3d 
ed.  51.  In  Kellogg  v.  Malin,  60  Mo.  496,  11 
Am.  Rep.  426,  it  was  held  that  the  oc- 
cupancy of  land  by  a  railroad  track,  under 
condemnation  proceedings,  was  but  an  ease- 
ment)  and  could  not  be  relied  upon  as  a 
breach  of  the  covenant  of  seisin.  There  was, 
however,  a  breach  of  the  covenant  against 
encumbrances,  but  where  did  it  occur?  'It 
is  a  covenant  in  prcesenti  and  broken  as 
soon  as  made.'  Rawle,  Covenants,  110. 
Again  he  says  at  page  336:  'It  is  a  settled 
rule  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  that  until 
breach  the  covenants  for  title,  without  dis- 
tinction between  them,  run  with  the  land  to 
heirs  and  assigns.  But,  while  this  is  well 
settled,  a  strong  current  of  American  au- 
thority has  set  in,  in  favor  of  the  position 
that  the  covenants  for  seisin,  for  rig'at  to 
convey,  and  perhaps  against  encumbrances, 
are  what  are  called  "covenants  t»  prasenti." 
If  broken  at  all,  their  breach  occurs  at  the 
moment  of  their  creation.  The  covenant  is 
that  a  particular  state  of  things  exists  at 
that  time,  and,  if  this  be  not  true,  the  de- 
livery of  the  deed  which  contains  such  a 
covenant  causes  an  instantaneous  breach. 
These  covenants  are  then,  it  is  held,  turned 
into  a  mere  right  of  action,  which  is  not  as- 
signable at  law,  which  can  be  taken  ad- 
vantage of  only  by  the  covenantee  or  his 
personal  representatives,  and  can  nc'.ther 
pass  to  an  heir,  a  devisee,  nor  a  subsequent 
purchaser.'  Chancellor  Kent,  at  page  555, 
fourth  volume  of  his  Commentaries,  says: 
'The  covenant  of  seisin  and  of  a  right  to 
convey,  and  that  the  land  is  free  from  en- 
cumbrances, are  personal  covenants,  not  run- 
ning with  the  land  or  passing  to  the  as- 
signee; for,  if  not  true,  there  is  a  breach 
of  them 'as  soon  as  the  deed  is  executed. 
But  the  covenant  of  warranty  and  the  cove- 
nant for  quiet  enjoyment  are  prospective, 
and  an  actual  ouster  or  eviction  is  neces- 
sary to  constitute  «  breach  of  them,  and 
that  the  general  covenant  to  warrant  and 
defend  the  title'  is  in  effect  a  covenant  for 
quiet  enjoyment.  Page  558.  Our  statutory 
covenant  against  encumbiances,  containei 
in  the  words  'grant,'  'bargain,'  and  'sell,'  is 
that  the  real  estate  was,  at  the  time  of  the 
execution  of  such  conveyance,  free  from  en- 
cumbrance. The  difficulty  which  exists  when 
the  encumbrance  is  of  a  kind  which  doei 
not  affect  the  possession  of  the  grantee,  as 
in  case  of  a  mortgage  or  a  judgment  lien, 
which  must  be  extinguished  by  the  grantee 
before  he  can  claim  more  than  nominal  dam- 
ages, is  not  encountered  when  the  encum- 
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brance  is  such  that,  as  in  the  ease  at  bar 
and  in  Kellogg  v.  Malin,  supra,  the  entire 
damages  could  at  once  be  ascertained  and 
assessed  to  the  grantee,  and  there  is  no  way 
of  removing  it  but  by  purchase.  While  it 
exists,  the  covenantee  cannot  have  the  pos- 
session of  that  portion  of  the  land.  There 
was  a  breach  of  the  covenant  the  moment 
it  was  made,  and  M.  S.  Bradley  then  had  a 
right  of  action,  and,  the  covenant  not  run- 
ning with  the  land,  plaintiffs  never  had  a 
right  of  action  upon  it.  As  to  the  covenant 
of  general  warranty,  the  facts  alleged 
showed  a  breach  af  the  covenant.  The  note 
was  not  only  an  encumbrance  on  the  lot, 
but  Lutz's  rightful  possession  of  it,  under 
the  agreement  between  McUee  and  Hasting, 
constituted  a  breach  of  the  covenant  of  war- 
ranty. 'Where  the  covenant  is  broken  im- 
mediately, no  actual  eviction  or  disturbance 
need  be  shown.'  Grannis  v.  Clark,  8  Cow. 
41.  In  Grist  v.  Hodges,  14  N.  C.  (3  Dev. 
L.)  200,  Rullin,  J.,  said:  'The  existence  of 
an  encumbrance,  or  the  mere  recovery  in 
a  possessory  action  under  which  the  bar- 
gainee has  not  been  actually  disturbed,  are 
held,  for  technical  reasons,  not  to  be  breach- 
es of  a  covenant  for  quiet  possession,  or,  in 
other  words,  of  our  warranties.  But  that 
is  a  very  different  case  from  this,  in  which 
the  bargainee  never,  in  fact,  was  in  posses- 
sion, but  was  kept  out  by  the  possession  of  ■ 
another,  under  better  title  existing  at  the 
time  of  sale  and  deed  and  ever  since.'  'As 
between  the  bargainor  und  bargainee,  the 
latter  is  in  by  force  of  the  statute  of  uses,' 
'but,  if  there  be  in  reality  an  adverse  pos- 
session, he  can  only  be  held  to  be  in  for  an 
instant;  for  there  will  be  no  implication 
against  the  truth  further  than  is  necessary 
to  make  the  deed  effectual  for  its  purposes. 
If  such  adverse  possession  'be  upon  title 
paramount,  then  there  is  an  eviction  of 
the  bargainee  eo  inatante,  that  the  posses- 
sion conferred  by  the  statute  takes  place.' 
Mr.  Rawle  says:  'The  general  principle,  thus 
ably  explained,  has  been  recognized  and  ap- 
plied in  many  other  cases.'  They  are  cited 
in  note  2,  p.  254,  and  at  page  255  he  says: 
'The  rule  best  supported  by  reason  and 
authority  would  seem  to  be  this:  Where,  at 
the  time  of  the  conveyance,  the  grantee  finds 
the  premises  in  possession  of  one  claiming 
under  paramount  title,  the  covenant  for 
quite  enjoyment,  or  of  warranty,  will  be 
held  to  be  broken,  without  any  other  act 
on  the  part  of  either  the  grantee  or  the 
claimant.'  Here  was  a  constructive  eviction. 
The  covenantee  never  had  actual  possession 
of  the  strip  of  land  in  question,  which  was 
held  adversely,  and  when  the  covenantee, 
by  reason  of  the  paramount  title,  has  never 
been  able  to  obtain  possession  of  the  land, 
such  inability  to  get  possession  will  be  an 
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eviction.  Rawie,  Covenants,  251.  This  is 
not  the  case  of  a  party  wall,  which  is  a 
wall  for  the  common  use  of  the  proprietors 
of  adjoining  estates,  to  the  erection  of  which 
each  contributes  his  due  proportion  of  the 
costs,  and  each  has  a  right  to  the  use  of  the 
entire  wall. .  That  is  but  an  easement,  but 
here  the  wall  belonged  to  Hasting,  and,  un- 
der the  agreement,  he  had  possession  of  a 
strip  of  land  off  of  lot  30  adverse  to  the 
owner  of  said  lot.  It  was  a  permanent 
structure  and  as  effectually  excluded  plain- 
tiffs from  the  possession  as  if  the  owner  of 
the  wall  had  had  a  paramount  title  to  the 
strip  in  question." 

We  do  not  understand  this  case  as  coun- 
sel for  respondent  does.  While  it  holds  that 
a  covenant  against  encumbrances  is  a  cove- 
nant in  prascnti,  does  not  run  with  the 
land,  is  not  assignable  at  law,  and  cannot 
be  taken  advantage  of  by  a  remote  cove- 
nantee, yet  it  does  hold  that  a  covenant  of 
seisin,  of  quiet  enjoyment,  etc.,  does  run 
with  the  land,  and  that  u  remote  covenantee 
may  recover  thereon  against  tlie  remote 
covenantor.  The  case  at  bar  is  not  a  suit 
for  a  breach  of  covenant  against  encum- 
brances, but  was  for  a  breach  of  covenant  of 
seisin.  So,  instead  of  the  Blondeau  Case, 
supra,  being  an  authority  supporting  re- 
spondent's contention,  it  is  directly  opposed 
'thereto,  and  supports  the  position  of  counsel 
for  appellant. 

The  same  question  again  came  before 
this  court  in  the  case  of  Allen  v.  Kennedy, 
91-  Mo.  324,  329,  331,  2  S.  W.  142,  143. 
Black,  J.,  speaking  for  the  court,  said:  "(3) 
As  to  the  covenant  of  seisin  of  an  inde- 
feasible estate  in  fee  simple,  the  claim  is 
that  this  covenant,  if  broken  at  all,  is  al- 
ways broken  when  made,  and  does  not  run 
with  the  land;  Whatever  may  be  the  rule 
elsewhere,  with  us  it  is  more  than  a  covenant 
in  the  present  tense.  It  is  rather  a  covenant 
of  indemnity,  and  it  has  often  been  held  that 
it  runs  with  the  land  to  the  extent  that,  if 
the  covenantee  takes  any  estate,  however 
defeasible,  or  if  possession  accompafaies  the 
deed,  though  no  title  pass,  yet,  in  either 
event,  this  covenant  runs  with  the  land,  and 
inures  to  the  subsequent  grantee,  upon 
whom  the  loss  falls.  Dickson  v.  Desire,  23 
Mo.  161,  06  Am.  Dec.  661;  Chambers  v. 
Smith,  23  Mo.  174;  Magwire  v.  Riggin,  44 
Mo.  512;  Jones  v.  Whitsett,  79  Mo.  188. 
(4)  Both  covenants  in  the  Kennedy  deed 
were  broken  before  plaintiff  purchased;  for 
Riddle,  the  owner  of  the  title,  had  taken 
possession  under  it,  and  Patterson  was  with- 
out title  or  possession.  On  this  state  of  the 
case  the  contention  of  the  defendant  is  that 
covenants  only  run  with  the  land  until 
breach;  that  they  then  become  choses  in 
action,  which  cannot  be  assigned.  Many 
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authorities  do  hold  that  choses   in  action 
cannot  be  assigned  so  as  to  enable  the  as- 
signee to  sue  in  his  own  name  at  law,  bat 
that  is  not  the  law  of  this  state.    Damages 
arising  from  the  breach  of  the  ooTOiants 
in  a  deed  may  be  assigned,  and,  when  as- 
signed, the  assignee,  and  he  alone,  can  sue. 
Van  Doren  v.  Relfe,  20  Mo.  456.    The  only 
remaining  question  is  whether  the  deed  to 
plaintiff  will  operate  as  an  assignment  of 
the  prior  covenant  so  as  to  protect  the  as- 
signee as  to  the  damages  he  has  sustained. 
As  having  some  bearing  upon  this  queation, 
it  may  be  stated  tliat,  by  our  statute,  an; 
person  claiming  title  to   real  estate   may, 
though  there  be  an  adverse  possession,  con- 
vey his  interest  as  if  he  were  in  the  actual 
possession.     Rev.  Stat.  1879,  §  673.     Kim- 
ball V.  Bryant,  25  Minn.  496,  wa<.  an  action 
on  the  covenant  of  seisin  in  a  deed  from  de- 
fendant to  Hardy,  who  conveyed  wiUi  full 
covenants   to    the    plaintiff.     The   grantor 
in  the  first  deed  had  no  title,  and  it  did 
not  appear  that  he  was  ever  in  possession. 
The  court  said:  'The  covenant  is  taken  for 
the  protection  and  assurance  of   the   title 
which  the  grantor  asstunes  to  pass  by  his 
deed  to  the  covenantee;  and,  where  the  cove- 
nantee assumes  to   pass  that  title  to  an- 
other, it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  he  intends 
to  pass  with  it,  for  the  protection  of  his 
grantee,  every  assurance  of  it  that  he  has, 
whether  resting  in  right  of  action  or  in  un- 
broken covenant,  so  that  if,  before  enforc- 
ing his  remedy  for  breach  of  the  covenant, 
the  covenantee  execute  a  conveyance  of  the 
land,  unless  there  be  something  to  show  a 
contrary  intention,  it  may  be  presumed  that 
he   intended  to  confer  on  his  grantee  tbe 
benefit  of  the  covenant,  so  far  as  necessary 
for  his  protection;  that  is,  that  he  intends 
to.  pass  all  his  right  to  sue  for  the  breach, 
so  far  as  the  grantee  sustains  injury  by 
reason   of   it.'     See  also   Schofield   v.   iowa 
Homestead  Co.  32  Iowa,  318,  7  Am.  Rep. 
197.    In  Wead  v.  Larkin,  54  III.  498,  6  Am. 
Rep.  149,  the  court,  after  reaching  the  con- 
clusion   that,    where    the    covenantee   takes 
possession  and  conveys  the  covenant  of  war- 
ranty in  the  deed  to  him  will  pass  to  his 
grantee,  although  the  covenantor  may  not 
have  been  in  possession  at  the  time  of  his 
conveyance,  proceeds  to  say :  'It  is  not,  how- 
ever, to  be  supposed,  because  we  do  not  lay 
down  a  broader'  rule  than  is  required  by 
the  case  before  us,  that  we  hold,  by  impli- 
cation, the  covenants  would  not  pass  if  the 
immediate  covenantee  should  convey  before 
taking    possession.     .    .     .    We   should  be 
inclined,  rather,  to  say  that,  although  the 
covenant  of   warranty   is   attached  to  the 
land,  and  for  that  reason   is  said,  in  the 
books,  to  pass  to  the  assignee,  yet  tiiis  cer- 
tainly does  not  mean  that  it  is  attached  to 
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the  paramount  title,  nor  does  it  mean  that 
it  is  attached  to  on  imperfect  title,  or 
to  possession,  and  only  passes  with  that, 
but  it  means  simply  that  it  passes  1^  virtue 
of  the  privity  of  estate,  created  by  the  suc- 
cessive deeds,  each  grantor  being  estopped, 
by  his  own  deeds,  from  denying  that  he  has 
conveyed  an  estate  to  which  the  covenant 
would  attach.'  As  our  covenant  of  seisin 
runs  with  the  land,  what  is  there  said  as 
to  the  covenant  of  warranty  is  equally  ap- 
plicable to  it.  The  Patterson  deed  contains 
full  covenants,  and  it  was  certainly  the  pur- 
pose to  transfer  to  plaintiff  whatever  conve- 
nants  and  assurances  the  grantor  held, 
whether  broken  or  unbroken;  and  no  good 
reason  is  perceived  why  the  intention  of 
the  parties  should  not  be  made  effectual,  in- 
stead of  being  frustrated  and  wholly  de- 
feated. Had  Patterson  brought  the  suit  on 
the  covenants,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
deed  to  plaintiff  would  have  been  a  com- 
plete defense.  The  plaintiff,  on  making 
proof  of  damages,  will  be  entitled  to  recover. 
That  many  authorities  would  lead  to  a  dif- 
ferent result  is  conceded,  but  the  reason 
of  many  of  them  is  overthrown  when  it  is 
shown  that  cboses  in  action  are  assignable, 
that  the  covenant  of  seisin  runs  with  the 
land  as  an  indemnity  to  the  .party  who, 
in  fact,  suffers  the  loss,  and  that  real  prop- 
erty may  be  conveyed,  though  in  the  ad- 
verso  possession  of  another." 

This  case  also  is  a  direct  authority  in  sup- 
port of  appellant's  contention.  It,  in  sub- 
stance, holds  that,  even  though  the  covenant 
of  seisin  is  broken  at  the  same  instant  the 
deed  is  executed,  yet  the  covenant  runs  with 
the  land,  and  a  remote  covenantee  may 
maintain  an  action  for  damages  for  such 
breach  against  the  covenantor,  even  though 
none  of  them  ever  had  possession  of  the 
land.  The  same  conclusions  were  reached  in 
the  following  case:  Johnson  v.  Johnson,  170 
Mo.  48,  69  L.R.A.  748,  70  S.  W.  241.  We 
must  therefore  decide  this  contention  in 
favor  of  appellant. 

2.  Counsel  for  appellant  goes  one  step 
further,  and  contends  that,  not  only  do  the 
covenants  of  seisin  and  warranty  run  with 
the  land,  but  he  also  contends  that,  the  cove- 
nant having  been  broken  at  the  instant  it 
was  made,  the  right  of  Henry  then  became 
a  chose  in  action,  assignable  by  Henry  in 
the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  rights 
as  any  other  chose  in  action  might  be  as- 
signed, and  the  conveyance  of  Henry  to  ap- 
pellant was  an  assignment  of  such  chose  in 
action  to  her,  and  that  she  may  maintain 
suit  thereon  the  tame  as  on  any  other  chose 
in  action.  In  support  thereof  counsel  cites 
the  Allen  and  Johnson  Cases,  supra,  and 
Winningbam  v.  Pennock,  30  Mo.  App.  688; 
Hendrix  ▼.  Dickson,  00  Mo.  App.  206; 
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Langenberg  v.  Heer  Dry  Goods  Co.  74  Mo. 
App.  20.  In  our  judgment  that  contention 
is  untenable.  All  of  those  cases  show  that 
the  covenant  referred  to  in  each  ran  with 
the  land  in  favor  of  subsequent  covenantees, 
but  not  independent  of  the  land,  as  would 
the  assignment  of  an  ordinary  chose  in 
action,  as  is  contended  for  by  counsel  for 
appellant.  This  is  shown  by  the  following 
language  used  by  Black,  J.,  in  the  case  of 
Allen  V.  Kennedy,  91  Mo.  330,  2  S.  W.  143, 
supra:  "Thd  covenant  is  taken  for  the  pro- 
tection and  assurance  of  the  title  which  the 
grantor  assumes  to  pass  by  bis  deed  to  the 
covenantee;  and,  where  the  covenantee  as- 
sumes to  pass  that  title  to  another,  it  is' 
fair  to  suppose  that  he  intends  to  pass  with 
it,  for  the  protection  of  his  grantee,  every 
assurance  of  it  that  he  has,  whether  resting 
in  right  of  action  or  in  unbroken  covenant; 
so  that  if,  before  enforcing  his  remedy  for 
breach  of  the  covenant,  the  covenantee  exe- 
cute a  conveyance  of  the  land,  unless  there 
be  something  to  show  a  contrary  intention,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  he  intended  to  con- 
fer on  his  grantee  the  benefit  of  the  cove- 
nant so  far  as  necessary  for  his  protection; 
that  is,  that  he  intends  to  pass  all  his  right 
to  sue  for  the  breach,  so  far  as  the  grantee 
sustains  injury  by  reason  of  it."  ■  To  the 
same  effect  is  the  case  of  Blondeau  v.  Sheri- 
dan, 81  Mo.  645.  According  to  these  two 
cases  the  covenant  of  seisin  passes  under 
each  deed  with  the  land  as  an  incident  to 
the  title,  as  it  were,  and  not  as  an  inde- 
pendent assignment,  as  is  true  of  the  as- 
signment of  an  ordinary  chose  in  action,  as 
before  stated,  for  otherwise  the  covenant 
would  not  pass  with  the  land  under  succeed- 
ing deeds  to  subsequent  covenantees.  The 
same  question  was  presented  to  the  supreme 
court  of  Vermont  in  the  case  of  Tillotson  v. 
Priehard,  supra,  and  on  page  101  of  60  Vt., 
6  Am.  St.  Rep.  96,  14  Atl.  306,  the  court 
said:  "Until  breach,  the  covenant  passes 
with  the  estate  by  purchase,  and  can  be  en- 
forced, when  broken,  by  the  covenantee  or 
his  representatives,  or,  if  the  estate  has  been 
assigned,  by  the  assignee  of  the  covenantee, 
who  claims  under  the  seisin  vested  in  him. 
Rawle,  Covenants,  §  213.  The  covenant  at- 
tached to  a  grant  does  not  pass  by  the  deed 
from  the  covenantee  to  his  assignee,  but 
only  by  the  land  conveyed.  It  passes  not  by 
the  form  of  the  conveyance,  but  merely  as 
an  incident  to  the  land;  so,  when  the  gran- 
tee takes  no  estate  under  the  grant,  no  as- 
signment of  the  land  by  him  can  transfer  it 
to  the  assignee.  As  it  is  not  capable  of  a 
direct  transfer,  so  as  to  enable  the  assignee 
to  maintain  an  action  for  its  breach  in  his 
own  name,  it  cannot  pass  by  the  operation  of 
the  assignment,  for  it  cannot  run  with  the 
land  which  the  grantee  does  not  have  to 
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convey.  And  this  doctrine,  Rawle,  in  bis 
work  on  Covenants,  says,  prevails  generally 
throughout  the  United  States."  The  three 
cases  cited  from  the  court  of  appeals  were 
suits  for  breaches  of  covenants  against  en- 
cumbrances. The  principle  underlying  those 
cases  does  not  necessarily  apply  to  a  cove- 
nant of  seisin,  and  by  bearing  that  fact  in 
mind  the  apparent  conflict  between  those 
cases  and  those  of  this  court  disappears.  In 
that  view  of  the  case  there  is  no  conflict 
between  them.  ■ 

3.  The  next  point  presented  by  appellant's 
counsel  regards  her  right  to  sue  in  the 
courts  of  this  state  for  a  breach  of  covenant 
of  seisin  affecting  land  situated  in  the  state 
of  Texas.  In  other  words,  is  such  an  action 
local  or  transitory  in  character?  Counsel 
for  appellant  contends  that  it  is  of  the 
latter  class;  while,  upon  the  other  hand, 
respondent's  counsel  contends  it  belongs  to 
the  former  character.  Counsel  for  appel- 
lant has  cited  us  to  no  authority  supporting 
her  contention,  except  the  cases  before  men- 
tioned. If  I  correctly  understand  her  posi- 
tion, it  is  this:  That  the  deed  from  Henry 
to  appellant  by  implication  operated  as  an 
assignment  of  the  former's  cause  of  action 
for  the  breach  of  the  covenant  of  seisin 
against  respondent  to  her,  independent  of, 
and  divorced,  as  it  were,  from  the  land,  and 
became  thereby  a  simple  chose  in  action, 
transitory  in  character,  and  that  suit  was 
properly  brought  thereon  in  the  circuit 
court  of  St.  Clair  county,  this  state,  where 
respondent  resided.  If  the  conclusion 
reached  in  paragraph  2  of  this  opinion  is 
correct,  then  this  contention  must  fail  as  a 
necessary  corollary  thereto.  Counsel  for  re- 
spondent, however,  has  cited  us  to  an  abund- 
ont  authority  supporting  the  co.utention  pre- 
sented by  him. 

In  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  cd  p.  222, 
the  law  governing- such  actions  is  stated  in 
the  following  language:  "^s  between  the 
original  parties  to  a  conveyance,  and  action 
for  breach  of  the  covenants,  being  foundeil 
on  contract,  is  transitory,  and  need  not  be 
brought  in  the  place  or  county  where  the 
land  lies,  but  may  be  brought  in  any  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction.  .  .  .  But 
where  the  action  is  brought  by  a  reniotc 
grantee  of  the  land  on  a  covenant  which 
runs  with  the  land,  his  right  of  action  is 
based  on  privity  of  estate,  and  not  on 
privity  of  contract.  The  action  then  be- 
comes local,  and  must  be  brought  in  the 
place  or  county  in  which  the  land  lies." 
Mr.  Rawie,  in  his  excellent  work  on  Cove- 
nants for  Title,  6th  ed.  §  302,  states 
the  rule  as  follows:  "Whenever  the  action 
of  covenant  is  founded  on  privity  of  con- 
tract, it  is,  of  course,  transitory,  and  the 
covenantor  is  liable  to  suit  wherever  process 
26  UR.A.(N.S.) 


may  be  served  upon  him.  But  whenever 
founded  on  privity  of  estate,  as,  for  example, 
where  the  plaintiff,  as  assignee  of  the  U.nd, 
sues  upon  a  covenant  which  runs  with  it, 
the  action  is,  of  course,  locul,  and  cannot  be 
sustained  unless  the  land  be  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  court  in  which  the  action 
is  brought.  This  has  long  been  settled,  and 
in  a  rather  late  case  in  Massachusetts, 
where  the  plaintiff  sued  on  a  covenant  of 
warranty  upon  the  sale  of  land  in  Illinois 
to  one  under  whom  the  plaintiff  claimed 
through  mesne  conveyances,  the  plaintiff 
was  nonsuited  on  the  ground  of  want  of 
jurisdiction,  although  both  he  and  the  de- 
fendant were  residents  of  Massachusetts, 
and  the  former  was,  it  was  urged,  without 
remedy  unless  the  court  should  sustain  the 
action."  At  a  very  early  date  the  ques- 
tion was  presented  to  the  supreme  court  of 
Kentucky,  which  is  conceded  by  all  to  be 
one  of  the  very  highest  authorities  upon 
the  law  of  real  property,  who  said,  in  the 
case  of  Birney  v.  Uaim,  2  Litt.  202:  "If 
there  is  no  privity  of  contract,  and  the  ac- 
tion is  founded  on  privity  of  estate  only, 
such  as  a  covenant  that  runs  with  the  land 
in  the  hands  of  remote  grantees,  then  the  ac- 
tion is  local,  and  must  be  brought  in  the 
county  where  the  land  lies."  The  same  con- 
clusion was  reached  by  the  supreme  court  of 
Massachusetts  in  the  case  of  Lienow  v.  El- 
lis, 6  Mass.  331.  The  court  there  used  this 
language:  That  an  action  by  a  remote 
grantee  on  a  covenant  against  encumbrances 
must  be  in  the  county  where  the  land  lies. 
"When  the  action  of  covenant  is  founded  on 
privity  of  contract  between  the  parties, 
their  executors  or  administrators,  it  is 
transitory,  and  may  be  used  as  a  transitory 
action;  but,  when  it  is  founded  on  privity 
of  estate,  the  action  is  then  local,  and  must 
be  sued  in  the  county  where  the  land  Viei. 
In  the  case  before  us,  if  the  plaintiff  con 
maintain  an  action  of  covenant  upon  the 
covenant  which  he  declares,  he  must  main- 
tain it  as  assignee  of  Bartlet,  by  virtue  of 
his  conveyance  of  the  land;  and  his  privity 
is  a  privity  of  estate,  and  not  of  contract." 
In  White  v.  Sanborn,  6  N.  H.  224,  the  su- 
preme court  of  New  Hampshire  held  that 
the  fact  that  the  cause  of  action  arose  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  state  did  not  render 
it  transitory  in  character,  but  that  the  ac- 
tion was  local,  and  should  have  b:en  brought 
in  the  county  where  the  land  lay.  In  the 
case  of  Barker  v.  Danier,  1  Salk.  80,  the 
court  of  King^s  bench  held  that,  where  the 
land  was  located  in  Ireland,  and  the  action 
was  brought  in  England,  by  a  remote  cove- 
nantee, based  upon  a  breach  of  covenant 
running  with  the  land,  the  action  would  not 
lie,  because  the  covenant  was  local,  and  the 
action  should  have  been  brought  in  Irleand. 
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The  saine  rule  is  amplified  and  confirmed  in 
the  following  cases:  Livingston  v.  Jefferson. 
1  Brock.  203,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  8,411;  Watts  v. 
Kinney,  23  Wend.  484;  Eachus  v.  Illinois 
&  M.  Canal,  17  111.  634;  Worster  v.  Winni- 
piseogee  Lake  Co.  25  N.  H.  525;  Lienow  t. 
Ellis,  supra;  University  of  Vermont  v.  Jos- 
lyn,  21  Vt.  62;  Watts  v.  Kinney,  6  Hill, 
82.  The  court  seems  to  be  uniform  in  hold- 
ing that  the  fact  that  all  parties  to  the  cove- 
nant are  residents  of  a  state  different  from 
the  one  in  which  the  land  if  situated,  and 
that  therefore,  unless  the  action  could  be 
maintained  in  the  state  in  which  the  parties 
reside,  the  aggrieved  party  would  be  without 
remedy,  is  wholly  immaterial.  8  Am.  ft 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  223;  Clark  v. 
Scudder,  0  Gray,  122;  Doulson  T.  Matthews, 
4  T.  R.  603,  overruling  Mostyn  v.  Fabrigas, 
1  Cowp.  pt.  1,  p.  180;  White  v.  Sanborn, 
0  N.  U.  224;  Shelling  v.  Farmer,  1  Strange, 
640.  According  to  all  of  the  authorities  of 
this  country  and  of  England,  an  action  in 
favor  of  a  remote  covenantee  for  a  breach  of 
covenant  of  seisin,  or  other  warranty  run- 
ning with  the  land,  is  based  upon  privity 
of  estate,  and  not  upon  contract.  Conse- 
quently they  hold  that  the  action  is  local, 
and  must  be  brought  in  the  state  and  coun- 
try where  the  land  is  situated,  and  not  else- 
where. And  in  my  opinion  this  rule  has  not 
been  changed  or  modified  by  our  practice 
act.  Sections  602,  503,  and  664,  Rev.  Stat. 
1809,  read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  502.  Suits  by  Summons,  Where 
Brought. — Suits  instituted  by  summons 
shall,  except  as  otherwise  provided  by  law, 
be  brought:  First,  when  the  defendant  is  a 
resident  of  the  state,  either  in  the  county 
within  which  the  defendant  resides,  or  in 
the  county  within  which  the  plaintiff  resides 
and  the  defendant  may  be  found;  second, 
when  there  are  several  defendants,  and  they 
reside  in  different  counties,  the  suit  may  be 
brought  in  any  such  county;  third,  when 
there  are  several  defendants,  some  residents 
and  others  nonresidents  of  the  state,  suit 
may  be  brought  in  any  county  in  this  state 
in  which  any  defendant  resides;  fourth, 
when  all  the  defendants  are  nonresidents  of 
the  state,  suit  may  be  brought  in  any  county 
in  this  state;  fifth,  any  action,  local  or 
transitory,  in  which  any  county  shall  be 
plaintiff,  may  be  commenced  and  prosecuted 
to  final  judgment  in  the  county  in  which 
the  defendant  or  defendants  reside,  or  in 
the  county  suing  and  where  the  defendants, 
or  one  of  them,  may  be  found. 

"Sec.  503.  By  .A.ttpchment,  Where  Com- 
menced.— Suits  commenced  by  attachment 
against  the  property  of  a  person,  or  in  re- 
plevin or  claim  and  delivery  of  personal 
property,  where  the  specific  property  is 
sought  to  be  recovered,  shall  be  brought  in 
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the  county  in  which  such  property  may  be 
found;  and  in  all  cases  where  the  defend- 
ant in  actions  in  replevin  or  claim  and  de- 
livery of  personal  property  is  a  nonresident 
of  the  county  in  which  suit  is  brought,  serv- 
ice shall  be  made  on  him  as  under  like  cir- 
cumstances in  suits  by  attachment. 

"Sec  664.  In  Actions  for  Real  Estate. — 
Suits  for  the  possession  of  real  estate,  or 
whereby  the  title  thereto  may  be  affected, 
shall  be  brought  in  the  county  within  which 
such  real  estate,  or  some  part  thereof,  is 
situate." 

And  §  4345  provides  for  the  bringing 
of  actions  for  the  foreclosing  of  mortgages 
against  real  estate  in  the  county  where  the 
premises  are  situate,  etc.,  and  §  4374  pro- 
vides for  the  bringing  of  suits  for  the  par- 
tition of  real  estate,  etc. 

Clearly,  g  562  has  no  application  to  the 
case  at  bar.  That  section  provides  that 
"suits  instituted  by  summons  shall,  except 
as  otherwise  provided  by  law,  be  brought," 
etc.  The  language  of  the  statute  should 
be  closely  scrutinized.  The  language  is  that 
suits  "shall,  except  as  otherwise  provided 
by  law,  be  brought,"  etc.,  and  does  not'say, 
except  as  is  provided  for  in  this  article  or 
chapter,  as  is  generally  the  case  where  the 
legislature  intended  the  act  to  be  complete 
and  exclusive  upon  a  matter.  It  should  also 
be  borne  in  mind  in  this  connection  that 
the  common  law  is  just  as  binding  and  ef- 
ficacious in  its  principles  as  are  the  pro- 
visions of  a  statute.  There  is  no  more 
magic  or  power  embodied  in  the  latter  than 
is  possessed  by  the  former.  Each  is  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  stands  upon  an  equal, 
if  not  upon  the  same  basis;  and  especial- 
ly is  this  true  when  we  view  it  under  the 
light  of  the  provisions  of  §  4151,  Rev.  Stat. 
1800  (Anno.  Stat.  1006,  p.  2250),  which  pro- 
vides that  the  common  law  of  England,  etc.; 
"shall  be  tlie  rule  of  action  and  decision  in 
this  state,  any  law,  custom,  or  usage  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding."  The  authori- 
ties before  cited  conclusively  show  that  un- 
der the  common  law  such  actions  as  this  one 
could  only  be  maintained  in  the  county  and 
state  where  the  land  is  situate,  for  the  rea- 
son stated  therein  that  they  are  local,  and 
not  transitory,  actions.  This  being  true, 
then  it  is  to  be  seen  that  at  the  time  of  the 
enactment  of  S  662  there  was  then  in  opera- 
tion in  this  state  a  rule  of  the  common  law 
which  provided  that  such  actions  should  be 
brought  in  the  county  where  the  land  was 
located,  and  not  elsewhere.  Then,  under 
both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  said  section,  it 
does  not,  and  cannot,  apply  to  this  action, 
tor  the  reason  that,  under  the  exception 
thereto,  it  could  not  apply  to  those  cases 
where  the  law,  as  it  then  existel,  provided 
the    place    where    such    suits    should    be 
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brought.  Besides  this,  said  §  662  does  not 
purport  to  abolish  the  distinction  between 
local  and  transitory  actions,  but  has  refer- 
ence to  the  residence  of  defendant  and  to 
the  suits  that  might  be  brought  against  him 
in  the  county  of  his  residence,  or  in  that  oi 
the  plaintiff,  and  where  the  defendant  might 
be  found,  or,  in  case  he  is  a  nonresident, 
then  such  as  might  be  brought  against  him 
wherever  found  in  the  state.  But  none  of 
those  cases  belong  to  the  class  of  actions 
called  real  or  local  actions,  for  the  obvious 
reason  that  §§  563,  564,  4345,  and  4374  in 
express  terms  provide  specially  where  most 
of  them  shall  be  brought,  which  may  be  and 
often  are  brought  in  different  counties  from 
those  mentioned  in  §  562.  In  addition  to 
this,  the  fifth  clause  of  the  latter  section  in 
express  terms  recognizes  the  existence  of  both 
local  and  transitory  actions,  and  special- 
ly provides  that  when  a  county  shall  bring 
an  "action,  local  or  transitory,"  it  "may  be 
commenced  and  prosecuted  to  final  judgment 
in  the  county  in  which  the  defendant  or  de- 
fendants reside,  or  in  the  county  suing,  and 
where  the  defendants,  or  any  of  them,  may 
be  found."  The  well-known  maxim,  "Ex- 
pressio  uniua  est  exclusio  alterius,"  applies 
specially  to  that  section.  The  fact  that  the 
legislature  gave  to  the  various  counties  of 
the  state  the  right  to  sue  the  defendant  on 
any  local  or  transitory  cause  of  action  in 
the  county  in  which  he  resides,  or  in  the 
county  suing  and  where  the  defendant  may 
be  found,  excludes  the  idea  that  the  legisla- 
ture intended  to  give  that  right  to  any  and 
all  other  parties  mentioned  in  that  section. 
It  is  conceded  by  all  JMtrties  that  §  663 
has  no  application,  for  the  reason  that  it 
relates  exclusively  to  ejectment  and  replevin 
suits;  and  the  case  at  bar  does  not  fall  in 
either  of  those  categories.  Nor  can  it  be 
seriously  contended  that  §  564  is  applicable 
to  this  case,  for  the  reason  tliat  it  has  ref- 
erence to  real  estate  located  within  this 
state,  and  not  to  lands  located  beyond  its 
domain;  but,  should  it  be  conceded  that  it, 
in  express  terms,  referred  to  lands  situate 
in  another  state  or  county,  then  clearly  such 
provision  would  be  void,  for  the  reason  that 
legislative  enactments  can  have  no  extrater- 
ritorial operation,  nor  can  the  courts  of 
this  state  acquire  jurisdiction  over  lands 
located  beyond  its  boundaries.  This  is  ele- 
mentary, and  must  be  conceded  by  all.  It 
is  equally  clear  that  neither  §  4345  nor  4374 
has  any  application  to  this  case;  the  former 
provides  where  suits  for  the  foreclosure 
of  mortgages  shall  be  brought,  and  the  latter 
where  suits  for  the  partition  of  real  estate 
shall  be  brought.  From  this  short  risumi 
of  the  practice  act  it  seems  clear  to  my  mind 
that  it  was  the  design  of  the  legislature 
to  leave  the  common-law  rule  as  to  the  place 
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of  bringing  suit  for  breaches  of  covaiants 
which  run  with  the  land  in  full  force  and 
unaltered.  This  is  made  more  apparent 
when  we  recall  the  fact  that  none  of  ^e  sec- 
tions of  the  statute  before  mentioned,  either 
in  express  terms  or  by  implication,  purports 
to  abolish  local  actions,  or  to  change  the 
common-law  rule  as  to  the  place  where  such 
suits  shall  be  brought,  except  in  the  fifth 
clause  of  §  562,  where  the  various  counties 
of  the  state  are  authorized  to  bring  such 
suits,  as  well  as  transitory  actions,  against 
the  defendant  in  the  county  where  he  re- 
sides, or  in  the  county  bringing  the  suit, 
and  where  the  defendant  may  be  found,  re- 
gardless of  the  location  of  the  subject-mat- 
ter of  the  suit.  No  other  section,  or  part  of 
a  section,  undertakes  to  change  the  common- 
law  rule  in  that  regard.  And  nothing  be- 
fore stated  is  militated  against  in  Uie  least 
by  what  is  said  in  the  following  cases  relied 
upon  by  appellant:  Oliver  v.  Loye,  59  Hiss. 
320;  Tillotson  v.  Prichard,  60  Vt.  94,  6  Am. 
St.  Rep.  95,  14  Atl.  302;  Coleman  v.  Lyman, 
42  Ind.  289. 

As  to  the  first  case  mentioned,  it  is  suf- 
ficient to  say  that  the  case  there  brought 
was  a  proceeding  in  equity,  which  was  never 
hampered  by  the  character  of  the  action  in> 
volved;  and  the  court,  in  the  discussion 
of  that  phase  of  the  case,  on  page  323  of  59 
Miss.,  used  this  language:  "But  apart  from 
all  this,  which  is  conclusive  of  the  caae^ 
this  is  not  an  action  at  law,  but  a  suit  in 
equity,  which  never  was  hampered  by  dis- 
tinctions of  local  and  transitory  causes  of 
action,  as  were  courts  of  law."  Nor  can 
that  case  be  claimed  as  authority  supporting 
the  position  contended  for  by  appellant,  for 
the  reason  that  the  Mississippi  statute  un- 
der consideration  must  have  been  quite  dif- 
ferent in  its  provisions  from  ours.  While 
the  statute  is  not  set  out  in  the  opinion,  yet 
I  judge  it  must  differ  materially  from  ours, 
for  the  reason  that,  in  the  discussion  of  that 
case,  the  court  used  this  language:  "The 
only  local  actions  under  our  statute  are 
ejectment  and  actions  of  trespass  for  in- 
juries to  land.  They  must  be  brought  in  the 
county  in  which  the  land  lies.  All  other 
actions  must  be  brought  with  reference  to 
the  person  of  the  defendant.  The  conunbn- 
law  distinction  of  local  and  transitory  ac- 
tions does  not  exist  here.  The  statute  alone 
governs,  and  we  cannot  disregard  it,  and, 
because  under  the  common  law  no  remedy 
could  be  had  by  the  assignee  of  a  covenantee 
in  a  covenant  of  warranty  of  title  of  land 
lying  in  another  state,  deny  a  remedy  in 
the  courts  of  this  state,  which  does  not  treat 
such  an  action  as  a  local  one. '  l%e  courts 
which  have  held  such  an  action  not  main- 
tainable have  done  so  under  stress  of  the 
common  law,  which  they  felt  so  bound  them 
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as  to  constrain  them  to  do  what  reason  re- 
volted at.  Happily  we  are  freed  from  the 
constraint  of  this  absurd  rule,  and  look  to 
our  statutes  to  see  what  actions  may  be 
maintained  by  our  courts."  That  language 
shows  the  legislature  had  by  statute  abol- 
ished all  local  actions  in  that  state,  except 
actions  in  ejectment  and  actions  of  trespass 
for  injuries  to  lands;  but  no  such  statute 
exists  in  this  state.  And  what  has  been  said 
of  the  Mississippi  case  as  to  the  statute  ap- 
plies also  to  the  Vermont  case.  In  the  lat- 
ter neither  the  statute  nor  its  substance  is 
stated,  but  the  court,  in  passing  upon  the 
question,  at  page  106  of  60  Vt.,  said: 
"But  it  is  enough  to  say  that  the  common 
law  as  to  certain  actions,  including  the  one 
at  bar,  being  local,  has  been  superseded  by 
our  statute  regulating  the  places  in  which 
actions  shall  be  brought,  and  none  are  local 
unless  made  so  by  statute."  '  That  language 
of  the  court  shows  clearly  that  all  common- 
law  local  actions  have  been  abolished  by  the 
Vermont  statute,  and  that  said  state  has  no 
local  actions  except  where  they  are  made  so 
by  legislation. 

In  the  Indiana  case  the  court  set  out  the 
substance  of  the  statute  in  the  following 
language ;  "  'First,  for  the  recovery  of  real 
property,  or  of  an  estate  or  interest  therein, 
or  for  the  determination  in  any  form  of 
such  right  or  interest,  and  for  injuries  to 
real  property;  second,  for  the  partition  of 
real  property;  third,  for  the  foreclosure  of 
a  mortgage  of  real  property.'  The  next  sec- 
tion relates  to  actions  which  must  be  com- 
menced in  the  county  where  the  cause  or 
some  part  thereof  arose.  Section  30  relates 
to  actions  against  a  corporation,  company, 
etc.,  having  an  office  or  agency  in  any  coun- 
ty for  the  transaction  of  business,  in  which 
case  any  action  growing  out  of  the  business 
of  such  office  may  be  brought  in  such  county. 
Section  31  relates  to  the  place  where  an  ac- 
tion to  establish  or  set  aside  a  will  must  be 
brought.  Section  32  relates  to  the  venue 
of  actions  against  railroad,  or  canal  corpo- 
rations or  companies,  or  the  owner  of  a 
line  of  stages  or  coaches,  etc.  Section  33 
provides  that  'in  all  other  cases,  the  action 
shall  be  commenced  in  the  county  where  the 
defendants  or  one  of  them  has  his  usual 
place  of  residence.' "  In  its  construction  of 
the  statute,  the  court,  on  page  291  of  42 
Ind.,  disposed  of  the  matter  in  the  follow- 
ing language:  "If  it  can  be  insisted,  with 
any  show  of  reason^  that  any  of  these  sec- 
tions required  the  action  in  question  to  be 
brought  in  the  county  where  the  lands  are 
situated,  it  must  be  the  first  which  we  have 
quoted,  and  the  first  division  of  that  section. 
But  we  think  that  section  does  not  make  the 
action  in  such  case  local.  This  was  not  an  ac- 
tion 'for  the  recovery  of  real  property,  or  of  an 
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estate  or  interest  therein;'  nor  do  we  think 
it  was  an  action  'for  the  determination  in 
any  form  of  auch  right  or  interest,'  with- 
in the  contemplation  of  that  section.  Hence 
we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  objection 
made  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  is  not 
well  founded."  By  reading  that  language 
it  will  be  observed  that  the  court  took  it 
for  granted  that  the  common-law  rule  re- 
garding the  place  for  bringing  such  actions 
was  not  in  force  in  that  state,  and  the  ques- 
tion before  the  court  was  whether  or  not 
said  statute  required  suits  of  this  char- 
acter to  be  brought  in  the  county  in  which 
the  real  estate  was  located ;  and  the  court  in 
my  opinion,  properly  decided  that  question 
in  the  negative.  It  does  not  appear  from  the 
opinion  whether  or  not  the  common-law  rule 
had  ever  been  in  force  in  that  state;  but  it 
must  necessarily  follow  from  what  was  said 
by  the  court  that  the  rule,  if  it  ever  was  in 
force  in  that  state,  had  been  abrogated  prjior 
to  the  enactment  of  the  statute  then  under 
consideration,  for  the  reason  that,  if  it  was 
then  in  force,  the  holding  of  the  court  that 
said  section  did  not  require  the  action  to  be 
brought  in  the  county  where  the  land  was 
situated  would  be  meaningless.  In  other 
words,  the  question  there  before  the  court 
was  not  that  said  statute  had  abolished  the 
common-law  rule,  but  was,  Did  that  statute 
require  such  actions  to  be  brought  in  the 
country  where  the  land  was  located!  Clear- 
ly that  case  is  not  in  point  here. 

We  must  therefore  hold  that  the  courts 
of  this  state  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the 
subject-matter  of  this  action. 

This  view  of  the  case  renders  it  unneces- 
sary to  pass  upon  the  other  questions  pre- 
sented by  the  record;  and,  finding  no  error 
therein  detrimental  to  the  rights  of  appel- 
lant, we  affirm  the  judgment. 

Burgess,  J.,  concurs. 

Graves,  J.,  not  sitting. 


UTAH  SUPREME  COVBT. 

A.  0.  SMITH,  JK.,  Respt.,  ' 

V. 

H.  G.  CLARK  et  aL 

and 

D.  BARRY,  Appt 

(—  Utah,  — ,  106  Pac.  653.) 

Pleading   —    Joint    demurrer   —   com- 
plaint partially  valid. 

1.  A    joint    demurrer    to    a    complaint 
charging  several  with  false  imprisonment  is 
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properly  overruled  if  the  complaint  states 
a  good  cause  of  action  against  a  portion  of 
the  defendants. 
False  arrest  —  verifying  complaint. 

2.  Merely  making  and  verifying  a  com- 
plaint before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  wliich 
does  not  charge  ,a  public  oiTense  or  justify 
an  arrest,  will  not  render  one  liable  for 
false  imprisonment  if  an  arrest  is  made  un- 
der a  warrant  issued  thereon. 
Pleadlngr  —  false  imprlBonmcnt  —  nec- 
essary averments.  ' 

3.  One  suing  for  false  imprisonment  must 
aver  that  the  imprisonment  was  wrongful 
or  unlawful,  or  the  facts  and  circumstances 
showing  such  unlawfulness. 

Evidence  —  burden  of  proof  —  false 
imprisonment. 

4.  The  burden  of  establishing  the  wrong- 
fulness of  an  imprisonment  is  upon  one 
seeking  to  recover  damages  therefor,  until 
A  prima  facie  case  has  been  made  out. 
False  Imprtsonnient  ^  verifying  com- 
plaint —  liability. 

6.  One  who  merely  makes  and  verifies  a  com- 
plaint upon  which  an  arrest  is  made  cannot 
be  required  to  justify  the  arrest  in  an  ac- 
tion for  false  imprisonment,  although  the 
complaint  states  no  offense  and  tlicrefore 
does  not  justify  the  arrest,  if  there  is  noth- 
ing to  show  that  he  participated  in  t!iL- 
issuance  or  execution  of  the  warvant  or  di- 
rected the  arrest  or  imprisonment. 
Mallclons  prosecution  —  want  of  prob- 
able cunse  —  dismissal. 

6.  The  mere  dismissal  of  a  prosecution 
because  the  prosecuting  officer  fails  to  ap- 
pear is  not  prima  facie  evidence  of  want  of 
probable  cause,  which  will  sustain  an  action 
for  malicious  prosecution  against  the  one 
who  instituted  the  proceeding. 

Evidence  —  Judgment  —  malicious 
prosecution. 

7.  Upon  the  question  of  malicious  pros- 
ecution in  causing  the  arrest  for  grand 
larceny  of  one  who  took  and  retained  pos- 
session of  certain  property  against  the 
claim  of  the  one  who  instituted  the  proccofl- 
ing,  evidence  is  admissible  that  title  and 
right  of  possession  had,  in  a  civil  proceed- 

.  ing  between  the  parties,  been  adjudged  to 
be  in  the  latter. 

Trial  —  mallclons  prosecution  —  proI>- 
able  cause  —  question  for  Jury. 

8.  Whether  defendant  in  a  suit  for  ma- 
licious prosecution,  in  making  a  complaint 

Note.  —The  rule  laid  down  in  the  above 
case,  that  a  mere  abandonment  or  dismissal 
of  a  criminal  action  standing  alone,  and 
resulting  not  from  any  examination  oi 
hearing  of  the  alleged  offense,  is  not  evi- 
dence of  the  want  of  probable  cause  for  the 
prosecution,  is  supported  by  the  weight  of 
authority,  as  shown  by  the  notes  to  Bek- 
keland  v.  Lyons,  64  L.R.A.  486,  and  Na- 
tional Life  Acci.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Gibson,  12 
Li.R.A.(N.S.)  717.  No  later  cases  have 
been  found. 
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charging  another  with  crime  had,  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  probable 
cause  for  believing  that  accused  had  com- 
mitted the  otfense,  so  as  to  justify  his  »et, 
is  a  question  for  the  jury. 

(January  7,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  Barry  from  a  judg- 
ment of  the  District  Court  for  Wasatch 
County    in   plaintilTs    favor    in    an    action 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  alleged  false 
imprisonment    and    malicious    prosecution. 
Reversed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Mr.  W.  E.  Rydalch  for  appellant 
Mr.  J.  H.  McDonald  for  respondent. 

Stranp,  Cb.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 

the  court: 

This  is  an  action  for  false  imprisonment 
and  malicious  prosecution,' based  upon  the 
following  transactions:     The  plaintiff  and 
Barry   had  a   controversy  with   respect  to 
the  owner.iliip  and  the  right  of  possession 
of  some  adobe  brick.    A  Mr.  Stewart,  who 
made  the  brick  from  clay  belonging  to  the 
plaintiff,    had    agreed    to    pay    plaintiff   a 
royalty.    Barry  had  acquired  an  interest  in 
the   brick,  and   had   taken,   without   objec- 
tion, a  sufficient  number  of  them  to  build 
a  house.     When  he  attempted  to  take  sev- 
eral  more   loads   to  build   an  outhouse,   a 
dispute  arose  between  him  and  the  plaintiff 
as   to   the   payment  of   the   royalty.      The 
plaintiff  contended  that  the  full  amount  of 
the  royalty  had  not  been  paid,  and  forbade 
Barry  taking  more  brick  until  the  royalty 
was  paid.     Barry,  on  the  other  hand,  con- 
tended that  the  royalty  had  been  paid   in 
full,  and  that  the  brick  which  he  was  about 
to  take  belonged  to  him.     The  brick  were 
in  a  public  street.     The  plaintiff,  claiming 
the  right  to  hold  them   until   the  royalty 
was   paid,   ordered   Barry   away,   swore   at 
him,  and  threatened  to  have  him  arrested" 
if  he  took  them  without  paying  the  royalty. 
Barry    thereupon,  withdrew   and    departed. 
Thereafter  he  went  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  told  him   the  facts  of  the  con- 
troversy.     The    justice    drew   a   complaint 
which  was  entitled  in  the  justice  court  for 
Myton  precinct,  county  of  Wasatch,  state 
of  Utah,  before  H.  G.  Clark,  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  was  styled  "The  State  of  Utah. 
Plaintiff,  t.  A.  O.  Smith,  Jr.,"  and  another, 
as   defendants,  "Complaint   for   unlawfully 
holding  the  property  of  another."     The  un- 
lawful acts  alleged  were  that  the  defend- 
ants "on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1907,  did  unlawfully  retain  and  hold, 
and  have  held  ever  since,  one  quantity  of 
dobe  brick,  the  property  of  said  D.  Barry. 
The   said   dobe   brick   being   in    the   public 
highway,  to  wit,"  a  street  in  Myton.    The 
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eomplaint  was  signed  and  verified  by  Barry, 
the  appellant,  and  was  filed  before  the  jus- 
tice. The  jiistioe  issued  a  warrant  of  ar- 
rest, and  delivered  it  for  service  to  the  de- 
fendant, Ira  Calvert,  a  special  oflicer  ap- 
pointed by  the  justice.  The  warrant  recited 
that  a  complaint  on  oath  had  been  made  by 
Barry  before  the  justice  "that  the  offense  of 
detaining  property  of  D.  Barry  has  been 
committed,  and  accusing  A.  O.  Smith,  Jr.," 
and  another,  and  commanded  the  olTicer  to 
arrest  the  accused  and  bring  them  before 
the  justice.  By  virtue  of  it  the  plaintiff 
was  arrested  by  such  officer  and  brought  be- 
fore the  justice.  He  filed  a  motion  for  a 
change  of  venue.  The  order  granting  the 
change  recites  that  the  "parties  concerned 
could  not  agree  as  to  the  nearest  justice, 
so  this  court  ordered  the  case  to  come  up  be- 
fore Justice  F.  L.  Clei;g,  of  Heber  precinct, 
Heber  (Wasatch  county),  Utah.  Court  ap- 
pointed W.  H.  Murdocic  as  constable  to 
take  charge  of  prisoners,  and  talce  them 
with  due  despatch  to  above-named  justice." 
The  plaintiff  was  taken  before  the  justice 
at  Heber,  who  dismissed  the  case  and  dis- 
charged the  plaintiff.  Upon  plaintiff's  re- 
turn to  Myton,  and  in  the  nighttime,  he  re- 
moved the  brick  from  the  street,  and  placed 
them  on  a  lot  claimed  to  be  owned  by  him. 
Barry,  learning  of  such  fact,  again  went  be- 
fore the  justice  of  the  peace,  Clark,  and 
told  him  of  it.  lie  and  tlie  justice  viewed 
the  premises  to  ascertain  wliether  the  brick 
had  been  .removed  from  the  street  and  placed 
on  the  lot.  Finding  such  to  be  the  fnct,  the 
justice  drew  another  complaint,  charging 
the  plaintiff  with  grand  larceny.  That  com- 
plaint is  not  in  the  record.  It,  however,  is 
conceded  by  both  parties  that  the  offense 
of  grand  larceny  was  sufficiently  charged 
in  the  complaint,  and  that  it  was  signed  by 
Barry,  and  was  filed  before  the  justice,  and 
that  it  was  induced  by  plaintiff's  acts  in  re- 
moving the  brick  from  the  street,  and  with- 
holding them  from  Barry.  A  warrant  of 
arrest  was  issued  by  the  justice  upon  that 
complaint.  Tlie  .plaintiff  was  arrested  on 
such  charge,  and  again  brought  before  the 
justice.  On  the  day  the  case  was  set  for 
hearing  the  county  attorney  failed  to  ap- 
pear. The  case  was  therefore  dismissed  by 
the  justice,  and  the  plaintiff  discharged 
without  a  hearing. 

The  complaint  in  this  action  is  on  two 
counts;  The  first,  for  false  imprisonment, 
based  on  the  first  proceedings  before  the 
justice,  wherein  the  plaintiff  was  charged 
with,  and  arrested  for,  "unlawfully  holding 
and  detaining"  property  belonging  to  Barrj- ; 
the  second,  for  malicious  prosecution,  based 
on  the  second  proceedings,  wherein  the 
plaintiff  was  charged  with,  and  arrested  for, 
grand  larceny.  The  action  was  brought 
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against  H.  G.  Clark,  the  justice  of  the  peace, 
H.  Calvert  and  E.  M.  Jones,  sureties  on  his 
oiHcial  bond,  Ira  Calvert,  the  officer  who 
served  the  warrants,  and  D.  Barry,  who 
made  the  complaint  is  before  the  justice 
The  case  was  tried  to  the  court  and  a  jury. 
A  verdict  was  rendered  against  Clark,  the 
justice,  for  $100  on  the  first  cause  of  action, 
and  $100  on  the  second  cause  of  action,  and 
against  the  defendant  Barry  for  $150  on 
the  first  cause  of  action,  and  for  $160  on  the 
second  cause  of  action.  Judgment  was  en- 
tered  accordingly.  From  that  judgment  the 
defendant  Barry  alone  has  prosecuted  this 
appeal. 

He  contends,  first,  that  no  sufficient  facts 
are  stated  in  either  count  to  constitute  a 
cause  of  action,  and  that  the  court  there- 
for erred  in  overruling  the  demurrer  to  the 
complaint.  The  demurrer  filed  was  a  joint 
demurrer  of  all  the  defendants.  A  good 
cause  of  action  was  stated  in  the  complaint 
on  the  first  count,  against  the  defendants 
Clark  and  Ira  Calvert.  Though  the  facts 
stated  in  the  first  count  were  not  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  cause  of  action  against  the 
appellant,  the  demurrer,  being  a  joint  de- 
murrer, was  nevertheless  properly  overruled 
as  to  all  of  the  defendants  joining  therein. 
Sufficient  facts  are  stated  in  the  second 
count  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action  against 
the  appellant.  This  assignment  is  there- 
fore overruled. 

It  is  further  contended  that  the  court 
erred  in  diarging  the  jury  to  the  effect  that 
the  complaint  which  was  filed  before  tlie 
justice  of  the  peace  in  the  first  proceedings, 
and  referred  to  in  the  first  cause  of  action, 
"was  not  sufficient  in  law  to  authorize  the 
issuance  of  a  warrant,  nor  was  the  warrant 
on  its  face  sufficient  to  protect  any  person 
serving  the  same,  so  that  all  persons  parties 
to  the  issuing,  procurement,  or  service  of 
the  said  warrant,  would  be  liable  as  tres- 
passers for  any  damages  caused  thereby,  and 
all  the  proceedings  relating  to  this  cause 
[had  before  the  justice,  and  upon  which  the 
first  cause  of  action  was  based]  were  void  in 
law  from  the  beginning."  We  think  the 
charge,  as  applied  to  the  appellant,  was  too 
general  and  indefinite.  It  undoubtedly  gave 
the  jury  the  impression  that,  because  the 
appellant  made  and  verified  the  complaint 
in  the  justice's  court,  which  the  jury  wer.i 
told  "was  not  sufficient  in  law  to  authorize 
the  issuance  of  a  warrant,"  and  because  they 
were  further  told  "that  all  the  proceed- 
ings relating"  thereto  "were  void  in  law 
from  the  beginning,"  he  was  a  trespasser 
and  rendered  himself  liable  for  false  im- 
prisonment. The  complaint  filed  before  the 
justice,  of  course,  was  insufficient.  It  stat- 
ed no  public  or  legal  offense  known  to  the 
law.    It  only  charged  that  the  plaintiff  had 
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unlawfully  detained  and  withheld  property 
belonging  to  the  appellant,  but  not  that  the 
plaintiff  had  committed  any  crime.  The 
complaint  did  not  authorize  the  issuance  of 
a  warrant.  The  warrant  itself  was  void 
upon  its  face.  It  commanded  the  arrest  of 
the  plaintiff  for  "the  offense  of  detaining 
property,"  an  alleged  offense  unknown  tu 
the  law.  The  justice  issuing  the  warrant, 
the  officer,  or  any  other  person  arresting 
the  plaintiff  thereunder,  and  all  otlier  per- 
sons participating  in,  or  directing,  the  is- 
suance and  execution  of  the  warrant,  were 
trespassers,  and  liable  for  false  imprison- 
ment. If  the  charge  had  restricted  the  tres- 
pass to  the  acts  of,  or  the  participation  in, 
the  issuance  and  execution  of  the  warrant, 
or  the  arrest  or  imprisonment  of  the  plain- 
tiff, it  would  not  abstractly  have  been  ob- 
jectionable. It,  however,  would  still  have 
have  been  open  to  the  objection  that  was 
not  applicable  to  the  evidence  so  far  as  it 
was  intended  to  apply  to  the  appellant,  for 
there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  he  partic- 
ipated in,  or  directed,  the  issuance  or  the 
execution  of  the  warrant,  or  that  he  partic- 
ipated in,  or  directed,  the  arrest  or  impris- 
onment of  the  plaintiff,  beyond  the  mere 
making  of  the  complaint.  By  that  instruc- 
tion, however  it  was  intended  to  charge  o 
liability  for  false  imprisonment  on  the  part 
of  the  appellant,  because  he  made  and  veri- 
fied A  complaint  which  did  not  charge  a 
public  offense,  and  which  did  not  authorize 
the  issuance  of  a  warrant,  and  because  he 
instigated  proceedings  which  "were  void  in 
law  from  the  beginning."  Counsel  for  botli 
appellant  and  respondent  have  so  treated 
the  charge.  The  latter,  in  his  brief,  says 
that  "the  appellant  swearing  to  the  com- 
plaint was  sufficient"  to  make  him  liable 
"in  the  first  cause  of  action."  Wc  fear  the 
jury  likewise  so  understood  it.  At  least  we 
think  it  fairly  open  to  such  a  construction. 
The  question  whether  a  complainant  who 
made  complaint  or  affidavit  before  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  or  commissioner,  which  was 
insufficient  to  charge  a  public  or  legal  of- 
fense, or  to  confer  jurisdiction  on  the  court 
for  the  issuance  of  a  warrant,  is  liable  in  an 
action  for  damages  for  false  imprisonment, 
has  given  rise  to  much  controversy,  and  is 
one  upon  which  the  authorities  are  not  in 
harmony.  In  the  cases  of  Forbes  v.  Hicks, 
27  Neb.  Ill,  42  N.  W.  898,  and  Fkumoto  v. 
Marsh,  130  Cal.  66,  80  Am.  St.  Rep.  73,  63 
Pac.  303,  609,  it  was  held  that  the  com- 
plainant is  liable  in  such  case.  But  we  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  decided  weight  of 
authority  is  against  such  a  holding.  The 
doctrine  is  stated  in  12  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  p.  755,  to  be  that,  where  a  person 
merely  states  facts  to  a  judicial  officer  up 
on  which  a  warrant  issues,  the  former  will 
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not  be  liable  for  false  imprisonment,  thongk 
the  facts  stated  constitute  no  crime,  that  a 
mere  entering  of  a  complaint  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  render  the  complainant  so  liable, 
even  though  the  magistrate  had  no  juris- 
diction to  issue  the  warrant,  and  that,  in 
order  to  render  the  complainant  under  such 
circumstances   liable  in   damages  for  false 
imprisonment,  there  should  be  some  partici- 
pation in  the  issuance  and  execution  of  the 
warrant,  in  addition  to  the  mere  making  of 
the  affidavit  or  complaint.     In  the  case  of 
West  v.  Smallwood,  3  Mees.  &  W.  418,  Lord 
Abinger  said:     "Where  a  magistrate  has  a 
general   jurisdiction   over  the  subject-mat- 
ter, and  a  party  comes  before  him  and  pre- 
fers a  complaint  upon  which  the  magistrate 
makes  a  mistake  in  thinking  it  a  case  with- 
in   his    authority,    and    grants    a    warrant 
which  is  not  justifiable  in  point  of  law,  the 
party  complaining  is  not  liable  as  a  tres- 
passer, but  the  only  remedy  against  him  is 
by  an  action  upon  the  case,  if  he  has  acted 
maliciously."    In  the  case  of  Gifford  t.  Wig- 
gins, 50  Minn.  401,  18  L.RA.  356,  52  N.  W. 
904,  the  court  said:     "It  seems  to  be  set- 
tled by  an  almost  unbroken  line  of  authori- 
ties that,  if  a  person  merely  lays  a  criminal 
complaint  before  a  magistrate  in  a  matter 
over  which   the  magistrate  has  a  general 
jurisdiction,   and   the   magistrate    issues   a 
warrant  upon  which  the  person  charged  is 
arrested,  the  party  laying  the  complaint  is 
not  liable  for  an  assault  and  false  imprison- 
ment, although  the  particular  case  may  be 
one  in  which  the  magistrate  bad  no  juris- 
diction.    .     .     .     This    rule    has    been    fre- 
quently applied  where  the  facts  stated   in 
the  complaint  did  not  constitute  a  public 
offense;  and  it  can  make  no  difference   in 
principle  whether  this  is  because  the  fact« 
stated  do  not  bring  the  case  within  a  valid 
statute,  or  because  the  statute  under  which 
the  proceedings  were  instituted  is  invalid. 
In  either  case,  the  acts  charged  constitute 
no  offense,  because  tliere  is  no  law  making 
them    such."     In   the   case    of   Murphy    v. 
Walters,  34  Mich.   180,   it  was  said:      "It 
seems  to  be  considered  that  in  criminal  pro- 
ceedings a  person  who  simply  lays  facts  be- 
fore a  magistrate,  and  leaves  all  further  ac- 
tion to  the  unbiased  and  unsolicited  conduct 
of  the  latter,  is  not  liable  in  trespass  for 
false  imprisonment,  unless  he   takes   some 
part  in  furthering  the  arrest,  or  urging  the 
detention."    Again,  in  the  case  of  Brown  v. 
Chapman,  6  C.  B.  Coltman,  363,  Wilde,  Ch. 
J.,  said:  "If  an  individual  prefers  a  com- 
plaint to  a  magistrate,  and  procures  a  war- 
rant to  be  granted  upon  whieh  the  accused 
is  taken  into  custody,  the  complainant   in 
such  case  is  not  liable  in  trespass  for  the 
imprisonment;  and  that  even  although  the 
magistrate  had  no  jurisdiction."    To  the 
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aame' effect  are  also  Tillman  v.  Beard,  121 
Mich  476,  40  L.R.A.  215,  80  N.  W.  248; 
Fenelon  v.  Butte,  49  Wis.  342,  6  N.  W.  784; 
19  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  320;  Gelzenleuchter 
V,  Nieraeyer,  64  Wis.  316,  64  Am.  Rep.  616, 
25  N.  W.  442;  Langford  v.  Boston  &  A.  R. 
Ck>.  144  Mass.  431,  11  N.  E.  697;  Booth  ▼. 
Kurrus,  66  N.  J.  L.  370,  26  Atl.  1013. 

From  the  cases  and  upon  principle,  vre 
think  it  is  clear  that  a  party  who  merely 
originates  a  suit  by  stating  the  case  to,  or 
signing  a  complaint  before,  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, is  not  guilty  of  trespass,  though  the 
proceeding  should  be  erroneous  or  without 
jurisdiction.  Such  an  application  is  only  a 
plea  to  the  magistrate  to  exercise  his  juris- 
diction, leaving  him  to  the  exercise  of  that 
jurisdiction  upon  bis  own  discretion,  and 
cannot  be  considered  as  constituting  the 
magistrate  the  agent  of  the  complainant  or 
suitor,  or  as  calling  upon  him  to  act  minis- 
terially upon  the  authority  of  such  com- 
plainant or  suitor.  "This  nils  of  exemp- 
tion," says  the  court  in  the  case  of  Marks 
V.  Townsend,  97  N.  Y.  590,  "is  founded  in 
public  policy,  and  is  applicable  alike  to 
civil  and  criminal  remedies  and  proceedings, 
that  parties  may  be  induced  freely  to  resort 
to  the  courts  and  judicial  officers  for  the 
enforcement  of  their  rights  and  the  remedy 
of  their  grievances,  without  the  risk  of  un- 
due punishment  for  their  own  igaorance  of 
the  law,  or  for  the  errors  of  courts  and  judi- 
cial <^cers."  Of  course,  if  the  complaint 
is  malicious  and  without  probable  cause, 
the  complainant  may  be  answerable  in  an- 
other form  of  action.  And  if  the  complain- 
ant is  guilty  of  officious  interference,  or  of 
a  participation  in  the  issuance  and  execu- 
tion of  the  warrant  beyond  the  mere  making 
of  the  complaint,  he  may  also  be  answerable 
in  an  action  for  false  imprisonment.  But 
no  such  interference  or  participation  upon 
the  part  of  the  appellant  is  shown.  All 
that  is  shown  is  that  ha  stated  the  facte  of 
the  controversy  between  him  and  the  plain- 
tiff to  the  justice  who  thereupon  drew  the 
complaint,  which  was  signed  and  verified  by 
the  appellant  That  was  not  enough  to 
make  him  liable  for  false  imprisonment, 
though  the  complaint  did  not  state  a  public 
offense,  and  though  the  justice  was  not  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  warrant  thereon.  We 
think  the  charge  misleading,  and,  in  view 
of  the  evidence,  stated  to  the  jury,  in  so  far 
as  it  was  made  applicable  to  the  appellant, 
a  wrong  principle  of  law. 

Complaint  is  also  made  of  the  following 
charge:  "Every  imprisonment  of  a  man  is 
prima  facie  a  trespass,  and,  in  an  action  to 
recover  damages  therefor,  if  the  imprison- 
ment is  proved  or  admitted,  the  burden  of 
justifying  it  is  on  the  defendants  partici- 
pating therein."  This  identical  statement 
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of  the  law  !■  made  in  the  case  of  Bassett 
V.  Porter,  10  Cush.  418,  and  is  approved  in 
Jackson  ▼.  Knowlton,  173  Mass.  94,  63  N. 
E.  134.  In  Black  v.  Marsh,  31  Ind.  App. 
53,  67  N.  E.  201,  it  was  held  that  no  error 
was  committed  by  an  instruction  to  the 
jury  "to  the  effect  that  the  fact  that  the 
appellee  was  imprisoned  was  sufficient  to 
raise  the  presumption  that  such  imprison- 
ment was  illegal,  and  that  the  burden  of 
establishing  tlie  contrary  was  upon  defend- 
ante."  To  the  same  effect  are  People  v. 
McGrew,  77  Cal.  670,  20  Pac.  92;  Ah  Fong 
V.  Stemee,  79  Cal.  30,  21  Pac.  381.  In 
Zimmerman  v.  Knox,  34  Kan.  246,  8  Pac. 

104,  it  was  said  that,  "it  having  been  shown 
that  the  plaintiff  was  arrested  and  impris- 
oned at  the  instance  of  the  defendant  with- 
out process,  and  for  the  purpose  of  collect- 
ing a  debt,  the  burden  of  proof  was  shifted, 
and  rested  upon  the  defendant  to  show  a 
justification  or  mitigation  of  the  impris- 
onment." So,  too,  in  Franklin  v.  Amerson, 
118  Ga.  SCO,  46  S.  E.  698.  In  Barker  v. 
Anderson,  81  Mich.  508,  45  N.  W.  1108,  the 
court  said  that,  "as  a  general  proposition, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  it  is  only  neces- 
sary for  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  of  this 
kind,  to  show  that  he  has  been  imprisoned 
or  restrained  of  his  liberty.  The  presump- 
tion then  arises  that  he  was  unlawfully  im- 
prisoned, and  it  is  for  the  person  who  has 
committed  the  trespass  to  show  that  it  was 
legally  justified," — ^but  also  held  that,  if  the 
plaintiff  shows  that  the  imprisonment  re- 
sulted from  the  issuance  of  process  upon 
judicial  proceedings,  the  burden  was  upon 
him  to  show  their  invalidity.  To  the  same 
effect  is  the  case  of  Snow  v.  Weeks,  75  Mc. 

105.  False  imprisonment  is  the  unlawful 
arrest  and  detention  of  the  person  of  an- 
other, with  or  without  a  warrant  or  other 
process.  It  consists  in  an  unlawful  re- 
straint upon  a  man's  person,  or  control  over 
the  freedom  of  his  movemente,  by  force  or 
threate;  and  every  such  restraint  or  con- 
finement is  unlawful  where  it  is  not  au- 
thorized by  law.  The  actual  detention  of 
the  person,  and  the  unlawfulness  thereof, 
constitute  the  trespass;  the  gravamen  be- 
ing the  unlawfulness  of  the  imprisonment 
or  the  detention. 

According  to  the  weight  of  authority,  a 
plaintiff  in  an  action  for  false  imprison- 
ment is  required  to  aver  that  the  de- 
tention or  imprisonment  was  wrongful  or 
unlawful,  or  the  facte  and  circumstances 
showing  the  unlawfulness  thereof.  8  Eno. 
PI.  &  Pr.  p.  846.  In  Ah  Fong  v.  Stemes, 
supra,  a  statement,  obiter  dictum,  is  made 
that  such  allegations  are  not  essential. 
But  in  Going  v.  Dinwiddle,  86  Cal. 
633,  25  Pac.  129,  the  same  court  clear- 
ly    announced     a    contrary     doctrine.     In 
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the  cases  of  Gallimore  ▼.  Ammerman,  3!) 
Ind.  323,  and  Carey  v.  Sheets,  67  Ind. 
375,  often  cited  as  holding  timt  such  allega- 
tions need  not  be  made,  the  eHect  of  the 
holdings  is  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
characterize  the  alleged  acts  as  wrongful 
or  unlawful,  or  that  the  detention  or  im- 
prisonment was  without  competent  authori- 
ty, when  the  facts  as  alleged,  on  being 
proved,  entitled  the  plaintiff  prima  facie  to 
recover.  In  both  those  cases  the  facts  of 
the  detention  or  restraint,  which  were  al- 
leged in  detail,  prima  facie  showed  a  wrong- 
ful and  unlawful  restraint  or  detention. 
Since  a  plaintiff  is  required  to  allege  some- 
thing more  than  a  mere  imprisonment  to 
constitute  a  good  cause  of  action  for  false 
imprisonment,  we  think  it  logically  follows 
that,  to  make  a  prima  facie  case,  plaintilT 
is  required  to  prove  something  more  than 
a  mere  imprisonment  by  the  defendant. 
When,  by  proof  of  facts  or  circumstances 
tending  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  was  re- 
strained or  detained  or  imprisoned  by  the 
defendant  without  a  warrant  or  other  proc- 
ess, or  by  threats  or  force,  or  other  facts 
or  circumstances  which  naturally  give  rise 
to  the  inference  or  presumption  that  the 
restraint  or  imprisonment  was  wrongful  or 
unlawful,  he  undoubtedly  has  made  a  prima 
facie  case.  The  duty  of  proceeding  to  show 
a  legal  justification  for  such  restraint,  de- 
tention, or  imprisonment  then  rests  upoii 
the  defendant.  When,  however,  the  plain- 
tiff by  his  own  evidence  shows  that  he  was 
detained  or  imprisoned  as  the  result  of  judi- 
cial proceedings,  and  by  the  issuance  and 
execution  of  a  warrant  or  other  legal  proc- 
ess issued  thereon,  he  is  required,  in  order 
to  make  a  prima  facie  case  of  folse  impris- 
onment, to  show  something  more  than  a 
mere  detention  or  imprisonment.  In  the 
first  instance  the  natural  inference  or  pre- 
sumption arises  that  the  restraint  or  im- 
prisonment was  unlawful.  In  the  other  no 
such  presumption  arises  from  the  mere  ar- 
rest or  imprisonment.  In  some  cases  it  is 
proper  enough  to  charge  that  tlie  imprison- 
ment is  prima  facie  a  trespass.  But  it  is 
not  proper  to  give  it  in  all  cases.  Instruc- 
tions should  not  be  mere  abstract  state- 
ments of  the  law.  They  should  be  based 
upon  the  evidence  and  the  pleadings  in  the 
cause.  Upon  the  evidence  adduced  in  the 
case,  and  as  against  the  justice  and  the 
officer,  the  court  very  properly  could  have 
charged  the  jury  that  the  arrest  and  im- 
prisonment of  the  plaintiff  was  not  only 
prima  facie  a  trespass,  but  was  false  and 
unlawful.  For  the  one  issued  a  warrant 
and  commanded  the  arrest  of  the  plaintiff 
on  alleged  acts  which  did  not  constitute  any 
offense  known  to  the  law;  the  other  served 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  warrant  void  upon  ita  face,  and  by  vir- 
tue of  it,  arrested  and  imprisoned  the  plain- 
tiff. But  the  charge  was  improper  as  against 
the  appellant,  because  there  was  no  evidence 
tending  to  show  that  he  participated  in  the 
issuance  or  execution  of  the  warranty  or  is 
the  arrest  or  imprisonment,  beyond  the 
mere  making  of  the  complaint.  As  against 
him  the  charge  was  liable  to  impress  the 
jury  with  the  belief  that  there  was  evi- 
dence tending  to  prove  his  participation  in 
the  issuance  or  execution  of  the  w^arrant. 
or  the  arrest  or  imprisonment^  when  such 
was  not  the  case,  and  for  that  reason  was 
improper.     11  Enc.  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  175. 

The  appellant  requested  tiie  court  to 
charge  that  the  dismissal  of  the  criminal 
action  in  the  justice's  court  for  grand  lar- 
ceny, and  the  discharge  of  the  plaintiff,  was 
not  evidence  in  the  second  cause  of  action 
for  malicious  prosecution,  to  show  a  want 
of  probable  cause  for  the  prosecution.  The 
court  refused  to  so  charge,  and  gave  no 
charge  as  to  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from 
such  dismissal  and  disc;harge.  We  again 
approach  a  question  upon  which  the  au- 
thorities are  divided.  In  a  recent  case 
(Davis  V.  McMillan,  142  Mich.  391,  3  I..R.A. 
(N.S.)  928,  113  Am.  St  Rep.  585,  105  N. 
W.  8C2,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  854)  the  su- 
preme court  of  Michigan  held  that  "*  dis- 
charge of  one  accused  of  crime,  not  brought 
about  by  the  procurement  of  the  complain- 
ing witness,  nor  attended  by  circumstances 
involving  his  conduct  which  of  themselves 
indicate  a  want  of  probable  cause,  is  no 
evidence  of  want  of  probable  cause  in  an 
action  irgainst  such  witness  for  malicious 
prosecution."  Cases  supporting  such  hold- 
ing, and  those  conflicting  therewith,  arc 
there  cited  and  reviewed.  In  26  Cye.  Law 
&  Proc.  p.  38,  the  rule  is  stated  that,  "if 
the  result  of  the  preliminary  examination 
is  the  discharge  of  the  accused  by  the  mag- 
istrate, this  has  been  held  to  be  prima  facie, 
but  is  not  conclusive,  evidence  of  the  want 
of  probable  cause;  but  the  later  and  bettrr 
opinion  is  that  more  than  a  mere  dismissal 
by  the  magistrate  must  he  proved,  and  that 
standing  alone  it  is  no  evidence  of  want  of 
probable  cause."  In  Uf  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  604,  it  is  said:  "Tlie  weight 
of  authority  is  believed  to  favor  the  rule 
that  the  discharge  of  the  plaintiff  in  mali- 
cious prosecution  by  the  examining  magis- 
trate is  prima  facie  evidence  of  want  of 
probable  cause  for  the  proceedings  com- 
plained of,"  but  that  "it  has  been  held  that 
lack  of  probable  cause  is  not  sliown  by  the 
abandonment  of  the  prosecution  by  tlie 
prosecutor,  by  the  dismissal  of  the  charge 
by  the  prosecutor,  by  the  voluntary  dis- 
continuance of  the  prosecution,  or  by  dis- 
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nisiial  for  want  of  prosiecutiozL''    See  also 
3  Elliott,  Et.  §§  324,  2475. 

The  question  is  made  the  subject  of  exten- 
sive notes  to  the  cases  of  Bekkeland  v.  Ly- 
ons, 64  L.U.A.  481;  Davis  v.  McMillan,  3 
L.R.A.(X.S.)  929;  Ross  t.  Hixon,  26  Am. 
St.  Rep.  154.  In  the  foregoinpr  are  cited 
many  of  the  cases  bearing  on  the  question. 
From  them  may  be  deduced  three  rules: 
The  firxt,  that  a  discharge  by  an  examining 
magistrate,  not  attended  by  circumstances 
involving  the  conduct  of  the  prosecutor 
whieh  of  themselves  indicate  a  want  of 
probable  cause,  is  no  evidence  of  want  of 
probable  cause  in  the  action  for  malicious 
prosecution;  the  second,  that  any  discharge 
by  an  examining  magistrate  is  prima  facie 
evidence  that  there  was  a  want  of  probable 
case  for  the  prosecution;  the  third,  depend- 
ing upon  the  proceedings  had  before  the  mag- 
istrate which  resulted  in  the  discharge.  If 
the  discharge  resulted  from  a  mere  abandon- 
ment or  voluntary  dismissal  or  discontin- 
uance of  the  prosecution,  and  from  no  hear- 
ing and  no  examination  as  to  the  charged 
offense,  then  such  a  discharge  or  dismis- 
sal, standing  alone,  is  no  evidence  of  a 
want  of  proli.able  cause  in  the  action  for 
malicious  pr<spcution.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  discharge  rraultcd  from  a  hear- 
ing of  the  charged  ofTense, — that  is,  if,  on 
the  evidence  adduced  by  the  prosecutor  or 
the  state,  the  accused  was  discharged  be- 
cause of  a  want  of  evidence  to  induce  the 
magistrate  to  believe  that  there  was  prob- 
able cause,  either  that  an  offense  hnd  bc.->n 
cnmmitted,  or  that  the  accused  had  com- 
mitted it, — then  the  discharge  or  dismissal 
is  prima  facie  evidence  of  a  want  of  prob 
able  cause,  in  the  action  for  malicious  prose- 
cution. We  believe  that  the  third  rule  's 
founi'cd  upon  the  better  reason  and  sounder 
principle.  Tlie  rule  is  extended  far  enough 
when  it  makes  the  discharge  or  dismissal 
resulting  from  a  hearing  or  an  examination 
of  the  offense  charged,  evidence  of  the  want 
of  probable  cause  in  the  civil  action  against 
the  prosecutor  for  mollcious  prosecution. 
Tliough  he  is  the  complainant  in,  or  the 
instigator  of,  the  criminal  action  before  tlio 
magistrate,  nevertheless  he  is  not  a  party 
litigant,  and  has  no  direction  of,  or  control 
over,  the  action  of  the  prosecuting  ofTicci-H, 
or  the  magistrate.  Hut  since  the  burden 
re-ting  upon  the  plaintiff  in  the  action  for 
malicious  prosecution  to  prove  a  want  of 
I  robablc  cause  for  the  prosecution  involves 
the  proof  of  a  negative,  and  because  of  the 
nrincipl*  of  expediency  so  often  api)lied  to 
rules  of  evidence,  there  is  ground  for  hold- 
ing that  the  discharge  or  dismissal  result- 
ing from  a  want  of  evidence  adduced  by  tlic 
prosecutor  or  the  state  is  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  a  want  of  probable  cause  for  the 
26  L.BJ^.(K.S.) 


prosecution.  Tn  such  case  the  magistrate 
determined  that  there  was  no  probable  cause 
for  believing  the  accused  guilty.  But  we 
see  no  good  reason  for  holding  that  a  mere 
discharge  or  dismissal,  standing  alone,  and 
resulting  not  from  any  examination  or  hear- 
ing of  the  charged  offense,  is  evidence  of, 
the  want  of  probable  cause,  for  the  magis- 
trate in  such  case  did  not  investigate  nor 
determine  whether  there  was  or  was  not 
probable  cause  for  believing  that  an  offense 
liad  been  committed,  or  tliat  the  accused 
was  guilty  thereof.  A  finding  of  a  wajit  of 
probable  cause  is  not  nccessarilv  inherent 
nor  involved  in  such  a  discharge  or  dismis- 
sal. The  discharge  here  was  made  without 
a  hearing,  and  without  any  judicial  inves- 
tigation, and  was  unattended  by  circum- 
stances involving  the  conduct  of  the  appel- 
lant which  in  themselves  indicate  a  want  of 
probable  cause  for  the  prosecution.  We  are 
therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  mere  dis- 
missal of  the  criminal  action,  and  the  dis- 
charge of  the  plaintiff,  was  no  evidence  in 
the  civil  action  to  show  a  want  of  probable 
cause  for  the  prosecution,  and  that,  upon 
the  evidence  adduced,  the  appellant  was  en- 
titled to  such  an  instruction.  Of  courso 
the  evidence  of  the  discharge  and  dismissal 
was  competent,  and  properly  received,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  an  unsuccessful 
termination  of  the  criminal  prosecution,  but 
not  for  the  purpose  of  showing  a,  want  uf 
probable  cause  for  the  prosecution. 

The  appellant  offered  in  evidence  a  record 
of  a  justice's  court  by  which  he  songlit  to 
prove  that,  in  an  action  of  rej)levin  brought 
by  him  as  plaintiff,  and  against  the  plnin- 
tiff  as  defendant,  it  was  adjudged  that  the 
'plaintiff  (appellant  here),  at  the  time  of  the 
alleged  controversy  between  them,  was  th« 
owner  and  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the 
brick  in  question,  that  no  appeal  had  been 
taken  from  such  judgment,  ^nd  that  it  be- 
came and  was  final.  The  evidence  was  ex- 
cluded. We  think  it  was  admissible.  In 
defense  of  the  allegations  that  the  appellant 
had,  without  probable  cause  and  with  mal- 
ice, charged  the  plaintiff  with  a  larceny  of 
the  brick,  it  was  competent  for  him  to  show 
that  the  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  the  charge, 
or  the  circumstonces  which  indicated  prob- 
able cause-  for  believing  him  guilty  thereof. 
An  essential  element  of  the  crime  charged 
was  that  the  subject  of  the  larceny  was 
property  belonging,  not  to  the  plaintiff,  but 
to  another.  The  ownership  and  right  of 
possession  of  the  brick,  the  subject  of  tho 
larceny,  was  material,  as  bearing  on  the 
question  of  probable  cause  for  believing  the 
plaintiff  guilty  of  a  larcenous  asportation 
of  the  brick.  The  proffered  evidence  show- 
ing an  adjudication   between   the   plaintiff 
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and  the  defendant  on  the  question  of  owner- 
ship and  right  of  possession  was  competent 
«n  such  questions  in  this  action.  Of  course, 
such  evidence  would  not,  in  and  of  itself, 
be  suihcient  to  show  probable  cause  for  be- 
lieving that  the  plaintiff  had  provided  the 
.brick.  That  it  had  a  bearing,  however, 
upon  a  material  question,  cannot  well  be 
doubted.  The  competency  and  admissibility 
of  evidence,  and  its  sufficiency  to  establish 
an  essential  ultimate  fact,  are,  however, 
two  quite  different  things.  The  plaintiff  in- 
troduced evidence  tending  to  show  that  he 
was  the  owner  and  entitled  to  the  poaaesaion 
of  the  brick.  That  evidence  was,  of  course, 
offered  to  show  that  the  appellant  had  not 
probable  cause  for  believing  the  plaintiff 
guilty  of  the  charge  of  larceny.  As  tending 
to  prove  the  contrary,  it  certainly  was  com- 
petent for  the  appellant  to  show  that  he, 
and  not  the  plaintiff,  was  the  owner  and  en- 
titled to  the  possession  of  the  brick  at  the 
time  of  their  controversy.  The  judgment 
rendered  in  the  action  between  them,  where- 
in such  questions  were  adjudicated  in  favor 
of  the  appellant,  and  against  the  plaintiff, 
was  not  only  competent,  but  conclusive,  evi- 
dence on  such  questions.  The  parties  to 
both  actions  were  the  same.  It  has  been 
said  that,  to  warrant  the  use  of  a  former 
adjudication  as  evidence  in  another  action, 
it  is  essential  not  only  that  the  parties  be 
the  same,  but  also  that  the  subject-matter 
of  the  two  actions  be  substantially  the  same 
(7  Enc  Ev.  p.  830)  j  but  that  there  is  an 
identity  of  subject-matter,  though  the  form 
of  the  action  may  be  different,  when  the 
same  evidence  as  to  the  matters  in  dispute 
will  sustain  both  (7  Enc.  Ev.  p.  836).  It 
has  also  been  said  that  the  true  test  is  not 
identity  of  subject-matter,  but  identity  of 
issues.  23  Cyc.  Law  i.  Proc.  pp.  1208-1300. 
But  as  said  by  Mr.  Black,  in  his  work  on 
Judgments  (vol.  2,  §  614),  the  correct  doc- 
trine rests  upon  the  fact  that  the  partic- 
ular proposition  or  point  was  actually  liti- 
gated, and  actually  determined  the  verdict 
or  the  finding.  That  is,  a  former  adjudica- 
tion is  evidence  in  a  subsequent  action  be- 
tween the  same  parties,  or  their  privies,  on 
all  points  and  questions  raised  and  litigated 
in  the  subsequent  action,  which  were  ac- 
tually litigated  and  directly  determined  in 
the  former  action,  and  upon  which  the  for- 
mer adjudication  necessarily  depended. 

In  23  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  1321,  it  is  said: 
"A  judgment  in  an  action  in  which  the  title 
to  a  chattel  was  directly  in  issue  and  ad- 
judicated is  conclusive  on  that  point  be- 
tween the  parties  and  their  privies,  without 
regard  to  the  form  or  purpose  of  the  ac- 
tion." And  in  the  same  volume  (page 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


1341)  it  is  said  that  a  judgment  in  replevin 
"ordinarily  determines  nothing  more  than 
the  right  of  the  successful  party  to  the  im- 
mediate possession  of  the  property  in  ques- 
tion, and  does  not  settle  anything  as  to  tlic 
title  or  ownership,  unless  that  particular 
matter  is  the  issue  on  which  the  decision 
actually  turns."  On  the  face  of  the  judg- 
ment and  pleadings  in  the  replevin  action 
offered  in  evidence,  it  affirmatively  appears 
that  both  the  ownership  and  right  of  pos- 
session of  the  property  were  actually  liti- 
gated and  directly  determined,  and  that 
the  determination  of  both  such  questions 
was  necessary  to  the  judgment.  The  right 
of  possession  was  there  made  dependent  up- 
on the  question  of  ownership.  When,  in  a 
subsequent  action,  though  in  a  different 
form,  such  questions  recur  between  the  same 
parties,  and  are  again  raised  and  litigated, 
such  former  adjudication  is,  upon  such  ques- 
tions, not  only  competent,  but  binding,  evi- 
dence. Baxter  v.  Myers,  85  Iowa,  328,  39 
Am.  St.  Rep.  298,  62  N.  W.  234.  We  think 
the  court  erred  in  excluding  the  evidence. 

The  question  of  insufficiency  of  the  evi- 
dence to  sustain  the  verdict  is  also  raised. 
There  being  no  evidence  to  show  that  ttie  ap- 
pellant participated  in  the  arrest  or  im- 
prisonment of  the  plaintiff  beyond  the  mere 
making  of  the  complaint  before  the  justice, 
or  that  he  officiously,  or  otherwise,  directed 
the  issuance  or  execution  of  the  warrant,  we 
think,  for  the  reasons  heretofore  given,  that 
the  verdict  rendered  upon  the  first  cause  of 
octioA  against  the  appellant  is  not  support- 
ed by  sufficient  evidence.  We  think  there  is 
sufficient  evidence  to  support  the  verdict  on 
the  second  cause  of  action.  Whether  the 
appellant,  under  all  the  circumstances,  had 
probable  cause  for  believing  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  committed  the  offense  of  grand  lar- 
ceny, was,  upon  the  evidence  adduced,  a 
question  for  the  jury.  From  the  nature  of 
the  acts  themselves  upon  which  the  charge 
was  actuated,  and  upon  all  the  surrounding 
circumstances  shown  in  evidence  under 
which  they  were  committed,  of  all  of  which 
the  appellant  was  cognizant  and  had  per- 
sonal knowledge  when  he  made  the  com- 
plaint, a  jury  may  say  that  he  had  not  prob- 
aJble  cause  for  believing  that  the  plaintiff 
was  guilty  of  larceny,  or  of  any  other  crim- 
inal offense. 

Because  of  the  erroneous  rulings  referred 
to,  and  for  the  reasons  heretofore  given,  the 
judgment  of  the  court  below  must  be  re- 
versed, and  the  case  remanded  for  a  new 
trial,  with  costs  to  the  appellant.  Such  it 
the  order. 

Frick  and  McCarty,  JJ.,  concur.   - 
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ATiFRKT)  FREUDENTHAL,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

JOHN  R.  ESPEY. 
(45  Colo.  488,  102  Pac.  280.) 

Contract  —  restraint  of  trade  —  pro- 
fessional duty. 

1.  An  agreement  by  an  inexperienced 
physician  not  to  practise  his  profession  in  a 
certain  county  for  a  period  of  five  years  is 
supported  by  a  sufficient  consideration 
where  it  is  based  on  the  agreement  of  an 
experienced  practitioner  located  there,  to 
employ  him  as  assistant  at  a  monthly  salary 
during  the  mutual  pleasure  of  the  parties, 
to  introduce  him  to  his  friends  and  patients, 
and  furnish  him  with  necessary  conveyances 


with    which    to    perform    his    professional 
duties. 

Same  —  reasonableness. 

2.  A  restraint  upon  the  right  of  an  in- 
experienced physician  to  practise  his  pro- 
fession within  a  certain  city  for  a  period  of 
five  years  after  the  termination  of  the  re- 
lations of  the  contracting  parties  is  rea- 
sonable when  imposed  by  an  experienced 
practitioner  there  located,  who,  in  consid- 
eration of  his  agreement  and  his  services 
as  his  assistant,  agrees  to  pay  him  a  month- 
ly salary,  introduce  him  to  his  patients, 
and  furnish  him  conveyances  for  the  per- 
formance of  his  professional  duties. 

Same  —  mutuality. 

3.  A  contract  by  an  inexperienced  physi- 
cian entering  the  employment  of  an  ex- 
perienced one  not  to  practise  his  profession 


Xote.  —  Validity  of  contract  reatralning 
practice  of  one's  profession  after  ex- 
piration of  term  of  service  with  an- 
other. 

t 
As  to  the  validity  in  general  of  agree- 
ments in  restraint  of  trade  ancillary  to  the 
sale  of  a  business  or  profession,  as  affected 
by  their  territorial  scope,  see  the  note  to 
Fleckenstein  Bros.  Co.  v.  Fleckeustein,  24 
L.R.A.(N.S.)   913. 

As  to  the  divisibility,  in  respect  of  time 
or  territorial  extent,  of  contracts  in  restraint 
of  trade,  see  the  note  to  Nicholson  v.  Ellis, 
24   L.R.A.(N.S.)    942. 

As  to  the  validity  of  agreement  by  employ- 
ee not  to  engage  in  a  competing  business,  as 
affected  by  its  scope  in  time  and  territorial 
extent,  see  the  note  to  Taylor  Iron  ft  Steel 
Co.  V.  Nichols,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)   933. 

It  is  a  firmly  established  doctrine  that 
a  member  of  one  of  the  learned  professions, 
upon  becoming  assistant  to  another  member 
thereof,  may,  upon  a  sufficient  consideration, 
bind  himself  not  to  engage  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  upon  the  termination  of  his 
services,  within  a  reasonable  territorial  ex- 
tent, as  such  an  agreement  is  not  in  re- 
straint of  trade  nor  against  public  policy. 
In  the  following  cases  this  doctrine  has 
been  applied  to  an  agreement  that,  after  the 
termination  of  his  service,  a  solicitor's  arti- 
cled clerk  will  not  practise  his  profession 
within  a  jadius  of  16  miles  of  a  town  (Ed- 
mundson  v.  Render,  00  L.  T.  N.  S.  814) ;  nor 
practise  for  twenty-one  years  thereafter  at 
or  within  21  miles  of  a  town  (Dendy  v.  Hen- 
derson, 11  Exch.  194) ;  nor  within  London 
or  the  counties  of  Middlesex  or  Essex  (May 
V.  O'Neill,  44  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  660) ;  nor  at 
or  within  60  miles  of  a  town  (Howard  v. 
Woodward,  34  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  47 ) ;  that  a 
surgeon's  assistant  will  not  practise  within 
%  town  or  a  radius  of  6  miles  thereof  (Giles 
V.  Hart,  5  Jur.  N.  S.  1381) ;  nor  within  10 
miles  of  a  town  (Cames  v.  Nesbitt,  7  Hurlst 
&  N.  778) ;  nor  within  7  miles  of  a  town 
(Sainter  v.  Fer^son,  7  C.  B.  716)  ;  nor  at 
or  within  10  miles  of  a  town  (Hastings  v. 
Whitley,  2  Exch.  611 )  j  nor  during  his  em- 
ployer's life  or  within  ten  years  after  his 
20  L.a.A;(N.S.)  81 


decease,  at  or  within  12  miles  from  a  town 
(Fox  V.  Scard,  33  Beav.  327) ;  nor  for  four- 
teen years  after  the  expiration  of  his  servi- 
ces within  10  miles  of  a  town  (Davis  v.  Ma- 
son, S  T.  R.  118)  ;  that  a  young  graduate 
dentist  with  little  experience  and  few  ac- 
quaintances will  not  engage  in  competition 
with  his  employer  in  a  town  (Turner  v.  Ab- 
bott, 116  Tenn.  718,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  892, 
94  S.  W.  64,  8  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  150). 

In  addition  to  the  cases  above  cited  on  the 
validity  of  contracts  restraining  the  prac- 
tice of  one's  profession  after  severing  con- 
nection with  his  employer,  see  those  con- 
tained in  the  note  to  Turner  v.  Abbott,  0 
L.R.A(N.S.)   894.  • 

A  bond  executed  after  one  has  passed  his 
examination,  to  a  physician  with  whom  he 
studied  and  by  whom  he  was  employed,  con- 
ditioned not  to  practise  within  designated 
limits,  is  valid,  and  its  breach  will  be  en- 
joined. Gravely  v.  Barnard,  L.  R.  18  Eq. 
fil8. 

So,  a  covenant  by  one  entering  the  service 
of  a  dentist  for  a  term  of  years,  that  he 
will  not,  without  his  employer's  consent, 
thereafter  carry  on  the  business  of  a  dentist 
in  London  or  any  town  or  place  in  England 
or  Scotland  where  either  of  them  may  have 
practised  before  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  service,  will  be  upheld  as  to  the  restric- 
tion pertaining  to  London,  but  not  as  to  the 
others;  as  to  them,  the  agreement  is  unrea- 
sonable and  in  restraint  of  trade.  Mallan 
V.  May,  11  Mees.  &  W.  663,  0  Eng.  Rul.  Cas. 
393. 

And  a  condition  in  a  bond  that  an  assist- 
ant to  a  firm  of  surgeons  shall  not,  at  any 
time  thereafter,  practise  his  profession  in  a 
given  k>wn  or  10  miles  therefrom,  is  valid 
and  enforceable,  after  the  termination  of  his 
employment,  by  one  member  of  the  firm,  who 
has  succeeded  his  partner.  Palmer  v.  Mal- 
let, L.  R.  36  Ch.  Div.  411. 

So,  an  agreement  in  consideration  of  em- 
ployment as  an  assistant  master  not  to  carry 
on  a  school  within  a  radius  of  9  miles  of  a 
given  place  for  twelve  years  after  the  ter- 
mination of  his  services  is  valid  and  en- 
forceable, and  not  being  limited  to  the  em- 
ployer's lifetime,  it  may  be  enforced  by  hit 
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within  the  city  where  the  latter'a  practice 
is  located,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  is  not 
invalid  for  want  of  mutuality,  where  it  is 
based  on  an  aj^reement  by  the  latter  to  pay 
him  a  monthly  salary  during  his  term  of 
service,  to  introduce  him  to  patients,  and 
furnish  him  conveyances  for  the  performance 
jf  his  duties, — especially  where  the  agree- 
ment has  been  partially  executed. 
Snme  —  right  to  terminate  —  effect. 

4.  That  an  agreement  by  a  physician  for 
the  employment  of  an  assistant  may  be 
terminated  immediately  after  it  goes  into 
effect  does  not  render  unreasonable  an 
agreement  by  the  latter  not  to  practise  his 
profession  in  the  city  for  five  years  after 
the  termination  of  the  relation,  since  the 
contract  will  not  be  held  to  apply  in  case  of 
such  termination. 

Injunction  —  breach  of  contract. 

6.  Injunction  will  lie  against  the  breach 
of  contract  by  one  who,  when  an  inexjie- 
rienced  physician,  was  taken  into  the  oflice  of 
an  experienced  practitioner  and  paid  a 
salary,  introduced  to  patients,  and  furnished 
conveyances  for  the  performance  of  his  pro- 
fessional duties,  upon  consideration  that  he 
would  not  engage  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 


fession in  the  city  where  the  business  wa> 
located  within  five  years  after  the  termi'ia 
tion  of  his  relation  with  the  other  pa  t 
after  he  has  received  the  consideration  U 
his  promise. 

(May  3,  1900.) 

ERROR  to  the  District  Court  for  T.-.- 
Animas  County  to  review  a  decree  re- 
straining defendant  from  practising  his  pro- 
fession in  violation  of  bis  contract  not  to  do 
so.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Julius  C.  Gunter  and  Harry 
E.  Hutz,  with  Messrs.  Jesse  G.  North- 
cut  and  A.  W.  McHendrle,  for  plaintiff 
in  error: 

The  contract  was  illegal  for  want  of  mu- 
tuality. 

Vogel  V.  Pekoe,  157  111.  339,  30  I..RJI. 
491,  42  N.  E.  386. 

The  contract  was  unreasonable. 

Rakestraw  y.  Lanier,  104  Ga.  18S,  69 
Am.  St.  Rep.  164,  30  S.  E.  735;  Herresholf 


successor  after  the  former's  death.     Smith 
V.  Hawthorn,  76  L.  T.  N.  S.  716. 

But  in  Mandeville  v.  Harman,  42  N.  J.  Eq. 
185,  7  Atl.  37,  an  agreement  by  a  physician 
and  surgeon,  upon  entering  the  employment 
of  another  as  his  assistant,  that  he  would 
not,  at  aAy  time  thereafter,  engage  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  a  given  town, 
was  held  unreasonable  and  against  public 
policy,  because  unlimited  as  to  time. 

So,  a  contract  terminable  on  three  months' 
notice,  by  which  a  dentist,  upon  becoming 
assistant  to  another  for  a  term  of  years,  in 
consideration  of  a  salary  and  instruction  in 
his  profession,  agreed  to  abstain  from  prac- 
tising his  profession  within  a  district  200 
miles  in  diameter,  is  unreasonable  and  in 
restraint  of  trade,  the  consideration  being 
inadequate,  and  the  restriction  much  broad- 
er than  necessary  for  the  employer's  pro- 
tection.    Horner  v.  Graves,  7  Bing.  735. 

And  where  the  articles  under  wliich  an  in- 
fant served  a  clerkship  to  an  attorney  con- 
tained a  proviso  that  he  should  not  prac- 
tise his  profession  within  a  designated  dis- 
trict, and  also  a  covenant  upon  tlie  part  of 
his  father  that  within  one  month  after  his 
son's  majority  he  would  execute  a  bond  to 
insure  the  fulfilment  of  such  proviso.  Lord 
Elden,  without  opinion,  refused  to  enjoin 
the  practice  of  his  profession  by  the  son  in 
such  territory  after  he  became  of  age,  on  the 
ground,  as  indicated  by  argument  of  coun- 
sel, that  the  minor  could  not  be  bound  after 
his  majority  by  such  covenant.  Capes  v. 
Hutton,  2  Russ.  Ch.  357. 

The  breach  of  an  agreement  not  to  practise 
one's  profession  after  the  expiration  of  his 
employment  by  another  has  been  frequently 
restrained.  Howard  v.  Woodward;  May  v. 
O'Neill;  Giles  v.  Hart;  Gravely  v.  Barnard: 
Palmer  v.  Mallet;  Smith  v.  Hawthorn j  and 
Turner  v.  Abbott, — supra. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


While  a  recovery  of  the  penalty  of  a  bond 
given  for  the  performance  of  such  an  agree- 
ment has  been  permitted  in  other  cases. 
Mallan  ▼.  May;  Hastings  v.  Whitley;  and 
Carnes  v.  Nesbitt, — supra. 

And  in  Edmundson  v.  Render,  supra,  dam- 
ages were  awarded  for  the  breach  of  such  an 
agreement. 

So,  in  Davis  v.  Mason,  supra,  a  recover.- 
of  liquidated  damages,  provided  for  in  such 
a  contract,  was  permitted. 

Notwithstanding  an  agreement  of  this 
nature  provides  for  a  pecuniary  penalty, 
equity  will  grant  relief.  Fox  v.  Scard,  su- 
pra. Romilly,  M.  R.,  here  said  that  where 
a  person  enters  into  an  agreement  not  to 
do  a  particular  act,  which  he  gives  a  bond  to 
another  to  secure,  the  latter  has  a  right  at 
law  and  equity,  and  can  obtain  relief  in  eith- 
er, but  not  in  both. 

But  after  there  has  been  a  recovery  upon 
such  a  l>ond,  a  court  of  equity  will  deny  fur- 
ther relief.    Snintcr  v.  Ferguson,  supra. 

It  was  held  in  Osius  v.  Hincliraan,  150 
Mich.  CO.S,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  393,  114  N.  W. 
402,  that,  in  the  absence  of  irremediable 
damages  or  anything  to  show  inadequacy  of 
the  remedy  at  law,  an  injunction  would  be 
denied  to  restrain  the  breach  of  a  contract 
by  a  dentist  entering  the  employment  of  one 
carrying  on  such  business  at  different  places, 
not  to  enter  into  competition  with  his  em- 
ployer for  five  years  after  leaving  his  em- 
ployment. 

On  the  general  question  as  to  injunc- 
tive relief  against  the  breach  by  employees 
of  agreements  not  to  engage  in  a  competing 
business  see  the  notes  to  Simms  v.  Bur- 
nette,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  389.  and  Turner  T. 
Abbott,  0  L.R.A.(N.S.)   8U2. 
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T.  Boutineau,  17  R.  I.  3,  8  L.R.A.  469,  33 
Am.  St.  Eep.  850,  19  Atl.  712. 

Injunction  will  not  lie. 

Thayer  v.  Younge,  86  Ind.  259 ;  Sternberg 
r.  O'Brien,  48  N.  J.  Eq.  370,  22  Atl.  348. 

Messrs.  James  BfcKeough  and  John  A. 
Gordon  for  defendant  in  error. 

IVhlte,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  parties  to  this  record  are  physicians. 
The  defendant  in  error  instituted  a  suit  in 
the  lower  court,  and  will  hereinafter  be 
called  "plaintitT,"  against  the  plaintifT  in 
error,  who  will  hereinafter  be  called  the 
"defendant,"  for  an  injunction  to  restrain 
the  latter  from  practising  his  profession  in 
the  city  of  Trinidad,  in  violation  of  a  re- 
strictive covenant  in  a  written  contract  be- 
tween the  two. 

The  complaint,  after  stating  the  profes- 
sional character  of  the  parties,  and  that 
plaintiff  had  long  been  a  practitioner  in  that 
community,  had  a  large  and  extensive  prac- 
tice, and  needed  an  assistant,  set  forth  the 
contract  of  employment  of  the  defendant  at 
such  assistant.  The  contract  was  dated 
February  14,  1006,  and  employed  the  defend- 
ant for  'such  length  and  period  of  time  as 
proved  satisfactory  to  the  plaintifT,  or  so 
long  as  the  two  mutually  agreed.  Defend- 
ant obligated  himself  to  the  best  of  his 
skill  and  ability  to  treat  and  professionally 
care  for  such  patients  as  the  plaintifT  as- 
signed to  him,  and,  upon  the  termination  of 
his  employment,  to  cease  "the  practice  of 
medicine,  surgery,  or  obstetrics,  or  the 
branches  of  either,  in  tne  city  of  Trinidad," 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  "for  the  full 
period  of  five  years."  In  consideration  of 
the  faithful  keeping  and  performance  of  the 
contract  by  the  defendant,  the  plaintiff  cov- 
enanted and  agreed  to  introduce  and  recom- 
mend the  defendant  to  the  friends,  patients, 
and  patrons  of  the  plaintiff,  and  to  treat 
the  defendant  in  a  kind  and  courteous  man- 
ner, and  to  furnish  him,  free  of  charge,  the 
necessary  conveyances  with  which  to  per- 
form his  professional  duties,  and  pay  him 
the  sum  of  $125  per  month  for  each  and 
every  month  during  his  employment.  It 
was  also  stipulated  that,  if  plaintiff  termi- 
nated the  employment,  it  would  not  render 
him  liable  to  defendant  for  damages.  The 
defendant  was  likewise  given  the  right  to 
terminate  said  employment  at  any  time. 
By  an  addendum,  properly  signed  by  said 
parties,  it  was  stated  that  said  contract  was 
in  lieu  of  a  certain  written  contract  thereto- 
fore existing  between  the  parties,  dated 
April  14,  1905.  The  complaint  further  al- 
leged the  faithful  performance  of  the  con- 
tract by  the  plaintiff,  that  defendant  ter- 
minated said  contract  and  left  the  service 
86  J^,A.(N.S.) 


and  employment  of  the  plaintiff  about  Oc- 
tober 25,  1900,  and  immediately  engaged  in 
and  COTitinued  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery  as  a  physician  in  the  city  of  Trini- 
dad, to  the  damage  of  the  plaintiff  in  the 
sum  of  $1,000.  The  allegations  of  the  com- 
plaint, not  admitted  by  the  answer,  were 
uncontroverted  by  the  evidence;  but  the  de- 
fense interposed  was  the  invalidity  of  the 
restrictive  covenant  in  said  contract. 

The  contract  of  April  14,  1905,  referred 
to  in  the  addendum  to  the  contract  set  forth 
in  the  complaint,  was  introduced  in  evi- 
dence, as  was  also  a  contract  between  said 
parties  dated  February  3,  1904,  and  re- 
ferred to  in  an  addendum  to  the  contract  of 
April  14th.  Each  of  these  contracts  was 
identical  with  the  contract  in  question,  ex- 
cept as  to  date  and  amount  of  salary  to  be 
paid  defendant.  The  first  provided  for  the 
payment  of  $85  per  month,  and  the  second, 
$95.  The  evidence  showed :  That  under  these 
three  contracts  the  defendant  had  been  con- 
tinuously in  the  employ  of  the  plaintiff 
from  February  3,  1904,  which  was  very  soon 
after  his  graduation,  until  October  26, 
1906;  that  when  defendant  left  plaintiff's 
employ,  he  advised  the  latter  that  he  intend- 
ed to  go  Es'St  and  specialize,  and  received 
from  the  plaintiff  a  certificate  to  the  effect 
that  he  had  been  associated  with  plaintiff 
for  three  years  as  assistant  chief  surgeon  of 
the  Victor  Fuel  Company  and  had  volun- 
tarily severed  that  association;  that  for  his 
ability  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  plaintiff 
had  the  very  highest  regard,  knowing  that 
whatever  work  he  undertook  he  would  do 
conscientiously  and  well,  and  that  his  hab- 
its, honor,  and  integrity  were  above  re- 
proach. The  evidence  further  showed:  That 
plaintiff  had  been  practising  medicine  in 
Trinidad  for  eighteen  years;  that  Trinidad 
was  in  area  about  i  mile  wide  and  li  miles 
long,  and  had  a  population  of  about  10,000; 
that  there  were  twenty-three  physicians  lo- 
cated and  practising  in  said  city;  that 
plaintiff's  practice  extended  throughout  the 
entire  city  and  for  many  miles  beyond; 
that  he  probably  had  the  most  extensive 
practice  of  any  physician  in  the  county; 
that  defendant,  from  the  patients  and  friends 
of  plaintiff  to  whom  the  latter  had  intro- 
duced him,  took  quite  a  practice  that  plain- 
tiff could  have  retained;  that  plaintifTs 
damage  was  extensive,  but  the  amount 
thereof  could  not  be  stated,  but  it  was  stip- 
ulated in  open  court  that,  if  the  plaintiff 
recovered  in  the  case,  his  damages  should 
be  assessed  at  $5.  Upon  this  record  the 
issues  were  found  generally  for  the  plaintiff, 
and  likewise  specific  findings  made  in  his 
favor,  and  the  defendant  permanently  en- 
joined and  restrained  from,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, engaging  in  the  practice  of  mediQiq^, 
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surgery,  or  obstetrics,  or  the  branches  of 
either,  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Trin- 
idad for  a  term  of  five  years  from  and  after 
the  25th  day  of  October,  1906.  To  reverse 
that  judgment  this  suit  is  prosecuted  here. 

The  defendant,  in  his  brief,  after  stating 
as  the  errors  which  he  relies  upon  for  rever- 
sal, the  last  four  of  the  seven  assigned,  re- 
duces the  questions  presented  to  the  follow- 
ing: (1)  Whether,  in  legal  aspect,  the  con- 
tract between  plaintiff  in  error  and  defend- 
ant in  error  was,  as  to  the  restrictive  cove- 
nant, valid  and  enforceable?  (2)  Whether 
defendant  in  error  has  made  such  a  case  as 
to  warrant  the  assumption  of  jurisdiction 
by  a  court  of  equity  and  its  issuance  of  a 
writ  of  injunction? 

While  the  questions  presented  by  this  rec- 
ord are  of  first  impression  in  this  court, 
they  have  long  since  had  consideration  by 
both  English  and  American  judicial  tribu- 
nals. The  law  upon  the  subject  appears  to 
have  undergone  distinctive  stages  of  transi- 
tion or  development.  The  doctrine  first  an- 
nounced by  the  English  courts  held  all  con- 
tracts restricting  one  in  the  exercise  of  his 
trade  or  profession  as  contrary  to  public 
policy  and  void.  Such,  also  was  the  Roman 
law.  Puff.  lib.  6  C.  2.  sect.  3;  Stat.  21 
Hen.  VII.  20.  Through  a  succession  of  de- 
cisions this  rule  continued  for  200  years. 
Alger  V.  Thacher,  19  Pick.  61,  62,  31  Am. 
Dec.  119. 

In  the  first  reported  English  case  (Year 
Book,  2  Hen.  V.  Pas.  fol.  S,  case  26),  this 
doctrine  was  considered  old  and  settled  law. 
In  that  case  the  restrictive  covenant  was 
that  defendant  would  not  exercise  his  trade 
of  dyer's  craft  within  plaintiff's  town  f6r 
the  term  of  half  a  year,  and  the  limitation 
was  considered  so  far  contrary  to  law  that 
the  plaintiff  was  sworn  at  by  Hull,  J.,  and 
threatened  with  a  fine.  Expanding  com- 
mercialism, advancing  science  and  arts,  the 
desire  and  necessity  for  education,  and  the 
spirit  of  the  age,  however,  eventually  im- 
pressed the  judicial  mind  with  the  necessity 
of  remodeling  the  rule  to  meet  the  needs 
and  requirements  of  men.  It  was  recognized 
that  both  public  interest  and  private  wel- 
fare often  render  engagements  not  to  carry 
on  a  trade  or  to  act  in  a  profession  in  a 
particular  place  for  a  limited  time  proper 
and  even  beneficial.  Mallan  v.  May,  11 
Mees.  &  W.  663 ;  Homer  v.  Ashford,  3  Bing. 
326;  Herreshoff  v.  Boutineau,  17  R.  I.  3, 
8  L.R.A.  460,  33  Am.  St.  Rep.  860,  19  Atl. 
712.  Thus  impressed,  the  courts  sought  to 
meet  such  requirements  by  first  fusing  into 
the  law  a  distinction  between  sealed  instru- 
ments and  simple  contracts.  This  distinc- 
tion, being  without  reason,  and  not  founded 
upon  principle,  soon  disappeared,  and  the 
more  logical  distinction  between  general  and 
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a  limited  restraint  of  trade  grew  and  found 
favor  with  the  courts.  The  latter  distinc- 
tion appeared  as  early  as  Broad  ▼.  Jollyfe, 
Cro.  Jac.  5Q0,  in  which  it  was  held  that  a 
contract  not  to  use  a  certain  trade  in  a  par- 
ticular place'  was  an  exception  to  the  gener- 
al rule,  and  not  void.  Tlie  seed  thiu  sown 
did  not  fully  fructify,  however,  until  the 
leading  case  of  Mitchel  t.  Reynolds,  1  P. 
Wms.  181,  by  which  the  attempted  distinc- 
tion between  sealed  contracts  in  restraint  of 
trade,  and  those  not  under  seal,  was  abro- 
gated, and  the  distinction  between  general 
and  limited  restraints,  or  rather  the  true  dis- 
tinction, to  wit,  between  unreasonable  and 
reasonable  restraints,  was  fully  established. 
Parker,  Ch.  J.,  in  that  case,  after  stating 
that,  "wherever  a  sufficient  consideration 
appears  to  make  it  a  proper  and  a  useful 
contract,  and  such  as  cannot  be  aet  side 
without  injury  to  a  fair  contractor,  it  ought 
to  be  maintained,"  proceeds  as  follows: 
"But  with  this  constant  diversity,  viz, 
where  the  restraint  is  general  not  to  exer- 
cise a  trade  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
where  it  is  limited  to  a  particular  place; 
for  the  former  of  these  must  be  void,  being 
of  no  benefit  to  either  party  and  only 
oppressive." 

Now,   by   the  use   of   the   language   just 
quoted,  and  by  the  decision,  Parker,  Ch.  J., 
said  no  more  in  effect  relative  to  general 
restraints  throughout  the  kingdom  and  lim- 
ited restraints  to  a  particular  place  than 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  former  were  unrea- 
sonable, void,  "being  of  no  benefit  to  either 
party,  and  only  oppressive,"  and  that  the 
latter  may  or  may  not  be  reasonable,  and 
therefore  valid  or  invalid,  depending  upon 
the  circumstances  of  each  particular  caae. 
See  Herreshoff  v.  Boutineau,  supra,     lliat 
is,  the  two  classes  were  given  as  examples  of 
unreasonable  and  reasonable  restrictions  of 
trade.     Contracts   containing   unreasonable 
restrictions  are  always  void,  with  or  with- 
out consideration;  while  those  upon  consid- 
eration, which  show  they  are  reasonable  for 
the  parties  to  enter  into,  and  not  unduly 
injurious  to  the  public,  are  valid.     Cogent 
reasons  exist  for,  and  have  been  announced 
in,  overthrowing  unreasonable  covenants  in 
restraint  of  trade.    In  Rakestraw  ▼.  Lanier, 
104  Ga.  188,  194,  69  Am.  St  Rep.  164,  30 
S.  E.  7S5,  738,  it  is  said:  "It  is  certain  that 
contracts  in  unreasonable  restraint  of  trade 
are  contrary  to  public  policy  and  void,  be- 
cause th^  tend  to  injure  the  paities  mak- 
ing them;  diminish  their  means  of  procur- 
ing livelihoods,  and  a  competency  for  their 
families;    tempt   improvident   persons,   for 
the  sake  of  present  gain,  to  deprive  them- 
selves of  the  power  to  make  future  acquisi- 
tions, and  expose  them  to  imposition  and  op- 
pression; tend  to  deprive  the  public  of  the 
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•ervices  of  men  in  the  employments  and  ca- 
pacities in  which  they  may  be  most  useful 
to  the  community  as  well  as  to  themselyes; 
discoura^  industry  and  enterprise,  and  di- 
minish the  products  of  ingenuity  and  skill; 
prevent  competition  and  enhance  prices; 
and  expose  the  public  to  all  the  evils  of 
monopoly.  Clark,  Contr.  440.  Against 
evils  like  these,  wise  laws  protect  individ- 
uals and  the  public  by  declaring  all  such 
contracts  void.  Alger  v.  Thacher,  19  Pick. 
61,  31  Am.  Dec.  119."  But  these  objections 
apply  only  to  unreasonable  contracts;  for 
if  the  restraint  is  not  unreasonable,  and  is 
founded  on  a  legal  consideration,  and  is 
reasonably  necessary  to  protect  the  interest 
of  the  party  in  favor  of  whom  it  is  imposed, 
and  does  not  materially  prejudice  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public,  the  law  should  and  does 
uphold  it.  Mandeville  v.  Harman,  42  N.  J. 
Eq.  185,  7  Atl.  37;  Ryan  v.  Hamilton,  205 
111.  191,  68  M.  E.  781. 

Reasonable  restrictive  covenants  are  per- 
fectly consistent  with  public  convenience, 
individual  interest,  and  the  general  welfare. 
Such  ia  the  case  where  one  disposes  of  a 
business  in  a  particular  place,  with  a  con- 
tract on  the  part  of  the  vendor  not  to  carry 
on  said  business  in  the  same  place  for  a 
limited  time.  In  Mallan  v.  May,  11  Mees  & 
W.  662,  606,  6  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  393,  it  is 
said:  "Such  is  the  class  of  cases  of  much 
more  frequent  occurrence,  ...  of  a 
tradesman,  manufacturer,  or  professional 
man  taking  a  servant  or  clerk  into  his  serv- 
ice with  a  contract  that  he  will  not  carry 
on  the  same  trade  or  profession  within  cer- 
tain limits.  Chesman  v.  Mainby,  2  Ld.  Raym. 
1456,  2  Strange,  739.  In  such  a  case  the 
pubio  derives  an  advantage  in  the  unre- 
strained choice  which  such  a  stipulation 
gives  to  the  employer  of  able  assistants,  and 
the  security  it  affords  that  the  master  will 
not  withhold  from  the  servant  instruction  in 
the  secrets  of  his  trade  and  the  communica- 
tion of  his  own  skill  and  experience,  from 
the  fear  of  his  afterwards  having  a  rival  in 
the  same  business."  In  Homer  v.  Ashford.  3 
Bing.  326,  it  is  said :  "It  may  often  happen 
.  .  .  that  individual  interest  and  general 
convenience  render  engagements  not  to  carry 
on  trade,  or  to  act  in  a  profession  in  a 
particular  place,  proper.  .  .  .  Engage- 
ments of  this  sort  between  masters  and 
servants  are  not  injurious  restraints  of 
trade,  but  securities  necessary  for  those  who 
are  engaged  in  it.  The  effect  of  such  con- 
tracts is  to  encourage  rather  than  cramp 
the  employment  of  capital  in  trade  and  the 
promotion  of  industry."  It  is  said  in 
Herreshoff  v.  Boutineau,  supra:  "That,  to 
some  extent,  at  least,  such  contracts  help 
rather  than  harm  both  public  interests  and 
private  welfare;  that  they  are  necessary  to 
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trade  itself,  in  order  to  secure  the  sale,  at 
fair  value,  of  an  established  business,  by 
protecting  it  against  the  immediate  competi- 
tion of  the  seller;  also  to  enable  one  to 
learn  a  trade  or  get  employment  from  an- 
other, free  from  the  risk  of  having  the 
knowledge  and  influence  thus  gained  used  to 
the  employer's  damage;  to  encourage  in- 
vestment in  business  enterprises  under  rea- 
sonable safeguards,  and  for  other  equally 
evident  reasons."  Therefore,  while  the  law 
does  not  permit  one  to  restrain  another 
from  doing  what  the  public  welfare  and  such 
other's  own  interests  require 'he  should  do, 
it  is  recognized  law  that  restraints,  if  made 
upon  a  consideration,  "so  as  it  be  a  proper 
and  useful  contract,  that  is,  so  it  is  a  rea- 
sonable restraint  only,  are  good."  The  au- 
thor of  High  on  Injunctions,  §  1167,  in 
tracing  the  development  of  the  law  of  the 
subject,  says:  "The  existing  state  of  the 
law,  as  deduced  from  the  latest  English  and 
American  authorities,  is  that  which  recog- 
nizes and  enforces  covenants  of  this  nature, 
even  though  the  restraint  is  general 
throughout  an  entire  state  or  country,  pro- 
vided it  is  founded  upon  a  sufficient  consid- 
eration and  is  not  unreasonable  in  view  of 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  business  of  the 
covenantee." 

But  the  defendant  contends  that  in  the 
case  at  bar  there  are  neither  recitals  in  the 
instrument  sued  on,  nor  averments  in  the 
complaint,  or  proof  adduced  at  the  trial,  to 
overcome  what  he  says  is  a  fixed  presump- 
tion of  law,  that  a  restrictive  covenant  is 
invalid  in  the  absence  of  showing  special 
circumstances  to  the  contrary;  and  in  sup- 
port of  that  argument  quotes  from  Mallan 
V.  May,  supra,  as  follows:  "Therefore,  if 
there  be  simply  a  stipulation,  though  in  an 
instrument  ruder  seal,  that  a  trade  or  pro- 
fession shall  not  be  carried  on  in  a  partic- 
ular place,  without  any  recital  in  the  deed 
and  without  any  averments  showing  cir- 
cumstances which  rendered  such  a  contract 
reasonable,  the  instrument  is  void.  .  .  . 
But  if  there  are  circumstances  recited  in  the 
instrument  (or  probably  if  they  appear  by 
averment),  it  is  for  the  court  to  determine 
whether  the  contract  be  a  fair  and  reason- 
able one  or  not;  and  the  test  appears  to  be 
whether  it  be  prejudicial  or  not  to  the  pub- 
lic interest;  for  it  is  on  grounds  of  publio 
policy  alone  that  these  contracts  are  sup- 
ported or  avoided."  It  is  unquestionably 
true  that  if  there  be  simply  a  restrictive 
covenant,  and  nothing  more,  not  to  carry 
on  in  a  particular  place  a  trade  or  profes- 
sion, the  same  is  void.  The  reason  of  the 
rule  is  clearly  stated  in  Mitchel  v.  Reynolds, 
supra,  as  follows:  "All  contracts  where 
there  is  a  bare  restraint  of  trade,  and  no 
more,  must  be  void;  but  this,  taking  place 
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only  where  the  consideration  is  not  shewn, 
can  be  no  reason  why,  in  cases  where  the 
special  matter  appears,  so  as  to  malce  it  a 
re<(^onable  and  useful  contract,  it  should 
not  be  good;  for  there  the  presumption  is 
excluded,  and  therefore  the  courts  of  justice 
will  enforce  these  latter  contracts  but  not 
the  former."  * 

Certainly  no  one  would  contend  that  a 
contract  with  A,  whereby  B  was  restricted 
in  following  a  trade  or  practising  a  pro- 
fession in  a  particular  place,  without  more, 
would  be  enforceable.  It  would  not  be  en- 
forceable, because  it  cannot  be  gathered 
therefrom  that  either  party  would  be  bene- 
fited thereby,  nor  would  the  public.  Why 
should  B  be  restricted  if  neither  he  nor  A, 
the  one  to  whom  he  is  bound,  receives  bene- 
fit thereby?  and  why  should  the  public  be 
the  losers,  for  the  time,  of  the  services  of  B, 
and  derive  no  benefit  whatever  in  return? 
Such  a  contract  would  be  unreasonable,  and 
therefore  void.  But  this  rule  does  not  ap- 
ply to  the  case  at  bar.  Here  the  circum- 
stances are  set  forth  upon  which  the  court 
is  to  judge  whether  it  be  a  reasonable  and 
useful  contract.  Then,  under  the  law  as 
thus  announced,  it  becomes  necessary  to  as- 
certain the  consideration  essential  to  sup- 
port such  contracts,  and  if  the  contract  in 
question  is  so  supported.  Defendant  con- 
tends that  it  is  without  such  consideration, 
and  for  that  reason  void.  Such  contracts 
must  have  an  actual  consideration  appear- 
ing from  or  in  the  contract,  or,  at  least,  set 
forth  in  the  complaint.  Bishop,  Contr. 
S  126;  Metcalf,  Contr.  233;  1  Wharton, 
Contr.  S  434.  In  Mitchel  v.  Reynolds,  su- 
pra, and  some  other  early  cases,  it  was  held 
that  the  consideration  must  be  adequate; 
but  this  doctrine  long  since  disappeared, 
and  it  is  now  settled  that  a  legal  consider- 
ation is  sufficient,  and  it  will  not  be  in- 
quired whether  or  not  it  is  adequate,  or,  in 
other  words,  equal  in  value  to  the  restraint 
agreed  upon.  Tindal,  Ch.  J.,  in  the  case  of 
Hitchcock  v.  Coker,  6  Ad.  &  El.  438,  said: 
"It  is  enough  .  .  .  that  there  is  actual- 
ly a  consideration  for  the  bargain,  and  that 
such  consideration  is  a  legal  consideration 
and  of  some  value."  In  Pilkington  v.  Scott, 
15  Mees.  &  W.  657,  Alderson,  B.,  said: 
That  "if  it  be  an  unreasonable  restraint  of 
trade,  it  is  void  altogether;  but,  if  not,  it 
is  lawful;  the  only  question  being  whether 
there  is  a  consideration  to  support  it;  and 
the  adequacy  of  the  consideration  the  court 
will  not  inquire  into,  but  will  leave  the 
parties  to  make  the  bargain  for  themselves. 
Before  the  case  of  Hitclicock  v.  Coker,  a 
notion  prevailed  that  the  consideration 
must  be  adequate  to  the  restraint;  that  was 
in  truth  the  law  making  the  bargain,  in- 
stead of  leaving  the  parties  to  make  it,  and 
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seeing  only  that  it  is  a  reuaunable  «nd  prop- 
er bargain."  In  Rakestraw  v.  Lanier,  IU4 
Ga.  188,  196,  69  Am.  St.  Rep.  154,  30  S.  E, 
735,  it  is  said:  "The  consideration  upon 
which  the  defendant  entered  into  the  eon- 
tract  under  review,  as  expressed,  was  the 
advantages  and  benefits  that  would  flow  to 
him  by  reason  of  the  'formation  of  said 
firm  and  partnership  business.'  This,  under 
the  authorities  cited,  is  a  sufficient  legal 
consideration,  in  so  far  as  such  contracts 
are  dependent  on  a  consideration  to  be  sus- 
tained. The  exact  value  of  the  considerar 
tion  the  court  ought  not,  and,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  cannot,  undertake  to  meas- 
ure. There  is  nothing  in  the  record  to  the 
case  which  shows  such  gross  inadequacy  of 
consideration  as  to  shock  the  conscience  and 
amount  in  itself  to  evidence  of  fraud." 

So,  in  the  case  at  bar,  the  consideration 
upon  which  the  defendant  entered  into  the 
contract  in  question,  as  expressed  therein, 
was  "the  salary  and  compensation"  which 
would  inure  to  him  by  reason  of  the  em- 
ployment and  association.  The  salary  was 
$125  per  month,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  contract  could  be  terminated 
at  the  will  of  the  plaintiff,  without  subject- 
ing him  to  damage,  it  nevertheless  was  a 
monthly  employment,  and  the  compensation 
per  month  was  fixed.  Davis  v.  Mason,  5 
T.  R.  118,  was  a  case  where  A  took  B  as  an 
assistant  in  his  business  as  a  surgeon  for 
go  long  a  time  as  it  should  please  A;  B 
agreeing  not  to  practise  on  his  own  account 
for  fourteen  years  within  10  miles  of  the 
place  where  A  lived,  and  executed  a  bond  to 
A  to  insure  the  keeping  of  such  covenant. 
Upon  suit  for  violation  of  the  restrictive 
covenant,  the  bond  was  held  valid.  The 
taking  into  service  was  considered  a  suffi- 
cient consideration.  There  must  be  a  legal 
consideration  to  support  the  promise,  but 
the  taking  into  service  is  such  if  it  implies 
the  imparting  of  special  skill  and  knowl- 
edge. We  will  not  inquire  whether  the  de- 
fendant, in  submitting  to  the  restraint, 
made  a  judicious  contract.  The  magnitude 
of  the  consideration  moving  the  party  prom- 
ising is  not  to  be  weighed  if  there  be  some 
legal  consideration.  Ryan  v.  Hamilton,  205 
III.  191,  68  N.  E.  781 ;  Linn  v.  Sigsbee,  67 
III.  75 ;  Beatty  v.  Coble,  142  Ind.  329,  41  N. 
E.  590. 

Then  there  are  mutual  promises  to  be 
performed  which  are  the  consideration  for 
each  other.  The  plaintiff  was  to  introduce 
the  defendant  to  plaintifTs  patients  and 
friends,  fnmish  proper  conveyances  for  de- 
fendant, and,  in  return,  the  defendant  was 
to  exert  his  skill  and  attend  to  the  pro- 
fessional business  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
"earnestly  endeavor  to  increase  and  build" 
it  up.    Therefore,  in  a  sense,  the  restrictive 
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covenant  is  upon  an  executory  considera- 
tion. It  was  certainly  of  great  benefit  to 
defendant,  an  inexperienced  professional 
man,  to  be  associated  with  a  capable  anc* 
efficient  member  of  his  own  profession,  long 
experienced,  and  enjoying  an  extensive  prac- 
tice. Apparently  the  defendant  appreciated 
this,  for  he  secured  from  his  employer  a 
certificate  showing  such  association.  The 
public  are  likewise  benefited,  locally,  in  hav- 
ing the  inexperienced  practitioner  under  the 
direction  of,  and  guided  by,  one  skilled  in 
his  profession,  and  equally  so  is  the  public 
elsewhere  benefited  when  he  engages  in  his 
profession  for  himself.  We  are  clearly  of 
the  opinion  that  the  facts  of  this  case  dis- 
close a  sufficient  legal  consideration.  It 
was  for  the  parties,  and  especially  the  de- 
fendant, to  determine  the  quantum  of  the 
consideration,  and  the  law  does  not  devest 
him  of  that  right.  If  the  consideration 
were  colorable  only,  the  law  would  not  rec- 
ognize it;  but  certainly  the  inadequacy  of 
consideration  is  not  so  apparent  as  to  shock 
the  conscience,  and  especially  in  a  country 
where,  by  constitutional  inhibition,  the  lib- 
erty of  contract  shall  never  be  infringed. 

Having  determined  that  the  contract  in 
question  is  not  vulnerable  to  the  objection 
of  insufficient  consideration,  we  will  advance 
to  a  determination  of  the  question  as  to 
whether  it  be  reasonable.  In  this  connec- 
tion let  it  be  observed  that  whether  or  not 
such  contracts  are  reasonable  depends  upon 
various  considerations.  As  said  in  Clark  on 
Contracts,  p.  448:  "In  determining  whether 
a  particular  restraint  is  reasonable,  the 
court  will  consider  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  trade  or  business,  the  situation  of  the 
parties,  and  all  the  other  circumstances.  If, 
on  such  a  consideration,  the  restraint  seems 
unreasonable,  the  contract  will  be  declared 
void,  however  partial  the  restraint  may  be. 
The  fact  that  the  restraint  is  reasonably 
necessary  to  protect  the  party  for  whose 
benefit  it  is  imposed  is  considered  a  strong 
reason  for  upholding  the  contract,  wliile,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  it  is  not  necessary,  the  con- 
tract will  always  be  held  void,  for  in  such 
a  case  there  can  be  no  reason  for  oppressing 
the  other  party  and  depriving  the  public 
of  the  benefit  of  his  carrying  on  his  trade." 
And  in  Horner  v.  Graves,  7  Bing.  743:  "We 
do  not  see  how  a  better  test  can  be  applied 
to  the  question  whether  reasonable  or  not 
than  by  considering  whether  the  restraint 
is  such  only  as  to  afford  a  fair  protection 
to  the  interests  of  the  party  in  favor  of 
whom  it  is  given,  and  not  so  large  as  to  in- 
terfere with  the  interests  of  the  public. 
Whatever  restraint  is  larger  than  the  neces- 
sary protection  of  the  party  can  be  of  no 
benefit  to  either,  it  can  only  be  oppressive; 
and,  if  oppressive,  it  is,  in  the  eye  of  the 
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law,  unreasonable.  Whatever  is  injurious 
to  the  intereats  of  the  public  is  void  on  the 
grounds  of  public  policy."  Homer  v. 
Graves  is  cited  and  approved  in  Mandeville 
v.  Harman,  42  N.  J.  Eq.  185,  7  Atl.  37,  and 
the  doctrine  is  there  announced  that  the 
test  to  be  applied  is  to  consider  whether  the 
restraint  is  such  only  as  is  necessary  to 
afford  a  fair  protection  to  the  interests  of 
the  party  in  whose  favor  it  is  given,  and 
not  so  large  as  to  interfere  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public.  Agreements  like  this 
must  be  construed  with  reference  to  the 
objects  sought  to  be  attained  by  them.  The 
object  here  is  the  protection  of  one  of  the 
parties  against  competition  in  his  profes- 
sion. The  nature  of  the  business  to  protect 
was  a  medical  practice  extending  far  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  city  of  Trinidad;  that  the 
covenantee  possessed  this  business  and  the 
knowledge  and  the  skill  that  enabled  him  to 
acquire  it.  Certainly,  in  limiting  the  re- 
striction to  the  city  of  Trinidad,  and  for 
the  period  of  five  years,  was  only  affording 
"a  fair  protection  to  the  interests  of  the 
party  in  favor  of  whom  it  is  given,  and  not 
so  large  as  to  interfere  with  the  interests 
of  the  public."  The  restraint  was  no  larger 
than  the  needs  of  the  covenantee  required. 
It  was  of  material  benefit  to  him  and  was 
not  oppressive  on  the  covenantor,  nor  was 
it  in  any  sense  injurious  to  the  public.  The 
contract  is  in  no  wise  forbidden  by  any 
principle  of  policy  or  law.  The  defendant 
can  be  as  useful  to  the  public  at  any  other 
place  as  at  Trinidad,  and  the  interests  of 
the  community  elsewhere  are  as  important 
as  they  are  there.  Here  the  defendant  had 
no  business,  was  inexperienced  and  presum- 
ably unskilled,  and  desired  and  sought  the 
benefits  that  would  accrue  to  him  by  asso- 
ciation with  one  so  learned  and  skilled  in 
his  profession  as  the  plaintiff.  It  is  a. 
known  fact  that  professional  skill,  experi- 
ence, and  reputation  constitute  part  of  the 
individuality  of  any  particular  person,  and 
the  amount  of  business  which  such  person 
does  depends  largely  upon  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  him  personally  as  a  professional 
man.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is  not 
to  be  presumed  that  one  whose  personal  ex- 
cellency and  skill  have  brought  him  a  profit- 
able business  will  take  another  in,  and,  by 
vouching  for  such  other's  skill  and  honor, 
endear  him  to  his  own  patients,  and  leave 
such  other  free  to  steal  away  his  profits. 
It  is  quite  true,  as  argued  by  defendant, 
that  a  distinction  exists  between  that  class 
of  contracts  binding  one  to  desist  from  the 
practice  of  a  learned  profession  and  those 
which  bind  one  who  has  sold  out  a  mercan- 
tile or  other  kind  of  business  and  the  good 
will  therewith  connected,  not  to  again  en- 
gage in  that  business.     The  distinction  is 
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clearly  pointed  out  in  R&kestraw  t.  Lanier, 
supra,  to  wit:  In  the  former  class  there 
should  be  a  reasonable  limit  as  to  time,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  contract  from  operating 
with  unnecessary  harshness  against  the  per- 
son who  is  to  abstain  from  practising  his 
profession  at  a  time  when  his  so  doing  could 
in  no  wise  benefit  the  other  contracting  par- 
ty. In  the  latter  class  such  limit  is  not 
essential  to  the  Talidi£y  of  the  contract,  bul 
the  restraint  may  be  indefinite.  The  con- 
tract in  question  meets  the  requirements  of 
this  rule. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  de- 
fendant entered  into  the  employ  of  plaintiff 
here  were  such  as  to  justify  the  latter  in 
asking  the  former  to  enter  into  some  agree- 
ment of  the  nature  of  that  involved  in  this 
suit.  It  was  of  importance  to  the  plaintiff 
to  exact  of  the  defendant  a  covenant  which 
would  prevent  him,  on  the  termination  of 
the  service,  from  utilizing  the  knowledge 
and  experience  he  had  gained  by  such  serv- 
ice, in  destroying  the  plaintiff's  business. 
It  was  reasonable  and  proper.  Besides,  we 
are  not  disposed  by  judicial  decree  to  render 
it  practically  impossible  for  the  unlearned 
to  better  their  condition,  and  become  skilled 
in  a  trade  or  experienced  in  a  profession, 
by  means  of  proper  apprenticeships,  as  we 
would  do  were  we  to  declare  this  contract 
void.  Few  professional  men  would  take  as- 
sistants and  intrust  them  with  their  busi- 
ness, impart  to  them  their  knowledge  and 
akill,  bring  them  in  contact  with  their 
clients  and  patients,  unless  they  were  as- 
sured that  the  knowledge  and  skill  imparted 
and  the  friendships  and  associations  formed 
would  not  be  used,  when  the  services  were 
ended,  to  appropriate  the  very  business  such 
assistants  were  employed  to  maintain  and 
enlarge. 

Nor  is  the  contract  unreasonable  for  the 
want  of  mutuality.  It  is  pregnant  with 
mutual  obligations,  heretofore  alluded  to  in 
the  discussion  as  to  its  consideration.  Be- 
sides, we  think  it  quite  material  that  the 
contract  has  been  partially  executed.  In 
Philadelphia  Ball  Club  v.  Lajoie,  202  Pa. 
210,  218,  58  L.R.A.  227,  90  Am.  St.  Rep. 
627,  61  Atl.  973,  974,— a  restrictive  trade 
contract,  terminable  on  a  ten  days'  notice, — 
it  is  said:  "We  have  the  further  fact  that 
the  contract  has  been  partially  executed  by 
services  rendered,  and  payment  made  there- 
for, so  that  the  situation  is  not  now  the 
same  as  when  the  contract  was  wholly  exec- 
utory. The  relation  between  the  parties  has 
been  so  far  changed  as  to  give  to  the  plain- 
tiff an  equity,  arising  out  of  the  part  per- 
formance, to  insist  upon  the  completion  of 
the  agreement  according  to  its  terms  by  the 
defendant.  This  equity  may  be  distin- 
guished from  the  original  right  under  the 
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contract  itself,  and  it  might  well  be  ques- 
tioned whether  the  court  would  not  be  jus- 
tified in  givii^  effect  to  it  by  injunction, 
without  regard  to  the  mutuality  or  nonmu- 
tuality  in  the  original  contract.  The  plain- 
tiff has  so  far  performed  its  part  of  the  con- 
tract in  entire  good  faith,  in  every  detail; 
and  it  would  therefore  be  inequitable  to 
permit  the  defendant  to  withdraw  from  the 
agreement  at  this  late  day." 

Counsel    strenuously    contend,     however, 
that,  under  the  terms  of  this  contract,  de- 
fendant might  be  held  to  an  observance  of 
the  restrictive  clause  if  he  but  served  the 
plaintiff  for  a  day  or  an. hour,  and  for  that 
reason  the  contract  is  unreasonable.     We 
do  not  think  so.     Such  covenants  cannot  be 
properly  held  to  apply  to  cases  which,  al- 
though  covered   by   the   words,    cannot  be 
reasonably  supposed  ever  to  have  been  con- 
templated by  the   parties.     Besides,   a  ra- 
tional view  of  the  agreement  excludes  from 
its  operation  such  possibilities;  but  even  if 
some  extreme   case  of   a  technical   breach, 
producing  no  injury  to  the  party  to  be  pro- 
tected, should  be  presented,  sound  principle 
requires  not  that  the  agreement  should  be 
held  void  because  of  such   possibility,  for 
such  case  falls  in  truth  outside,  and  not 
within,  the  real  scope  of  the  oontraet.    The 
law  is  not  so  unreasonable  as  to  set  aside  a 
man's  own  agreement  for  fear  of  an  uncer- 
tain injury  to  him  and  fix  a  certain  damage 
upon  another.    In  Haynes  v.  Doman  [1899] 
2  Ch.  13,  26,  Lindley,  M.  R.,  said:  "Possible 
cases  in  which  the  restriction  would  not  be 
reasonable  are  suggested.     One  would  have 
arisen  if  the  defendant  had  left  the  plain- 
tiff's employ  within  a  very  short  time  after 
entering  it,  and  before  the  defendant  could 
have  acquired  or  carried  away  with  him  any 
knowledge  of  the  plaintiff's  mode  of  conduct- 
ting  his  business.     Such  an  event  has  not 
happened,  and  clearly  was  not  contemplated. 
This  objection,  if  sound,  would  invalidate 
all  agreements  of  the  sort  determinable  on 
short  notice,  unless  some  words  were  intro- 
duced excluding  their  application  to  cases 
never  contemplated." 

But  even  if  the  contract  could  not  be  so 
construed  as  to  exclude  such  an  extreme 
case,  no  court  would  grant  an  injunction, 
for  there  could  be  no  threatened  injury,  the 
plaintiff  having  parted  with  nothing,  and 
the  defendant  having  acquired  nothing. 
Here  there  ia  an  express  covenant,  with  full 
performance  by  one,  and  certain  mischief 
arising  from  its  breach  by  the  other.  The 
mischief  cannot  be  repaired,  nor  can  it 
well  be  estimated.  The  damages  are  con- 
tinuing and  accruing  from  day  to  day.  The 
reasonable  and  fair  protection  to  which  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  can  only  be  obtained  by 
the  parties  conforming  expressly  and  exact- 
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\j  to  the  terms  of  th«  contract  The  de- 
fendant is  in  the  wrong.  He  is  deliberately 
doin^  what  he  plainly  agreed  not  to  do.  The 
equities  are  with  the  plaintiff,  and  the  de- 
cree is,  accordingly,  affirmed. 

Steele,  Ch.  J.,  and  Hill,  X,  eonenr. 

Petition   for  rehearing   denied   June   7, 
1900: 


GEORGIA  SVPREAIi:  COURT. 

LOUISVILLE  &  NASHVILLE  RAILROAD 
COMPANY,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

L.  H.  NEWMAN. 

(132  Ga.  623,  64  S.  E.  641.) 

Remoralof  cause  ~  power  to  defeat  — 
dismissal. 

1.  Where  proper  application  is  made  by  a 
nonresident  defendant  for  the  removal  of  a 
case  from  the  state  court  to  the  United 
States  court,  which  application  is  refused 
by  the  state  court,  whose  judgment  is  re- 
versed on  writ  of  error  to  the  supreme  court 
of  the  state,  the  plaintiff  cannot  dismiss  the 
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case,  so  as  to  defeat  the  removal  of  the  ease 
to  the  United  States  court,  by  an  entry  of 
dismissal  made  by  his  attorney  on  the  orig- 
inal papers,  before  the  remittitur  from  the 
supreme  court  has  been  formally  made  the 
judgment  of  the  court  from  which  the  ease 
was  taken  by  writ  of  error. 
Abatement  —  removal  to  Federal  court 

—  snbseqnent  action  In  state  oonrt. 

2.  The  pendency  of  an  action  in  a  court 
of  the  United  States,  which  has  been  re- 
moved from  the  state  court,  will  abate  a 
subsequent  suit  in  the  state  «ourt  between 
the  same  parties  and  for  the  same  cause  of 
action,  although  in  such  subsequent  suit  the 
damages  claimed  may  be  reduced  below 
$2,000. 

(April  20,  1900.) 

ERROR  to  the  Superior  Ck>urt  for  Gor- 
don County  to  review  a  judgment  re- 
fusing to  abate  a  second  suit  for  the  same 
alleged  cause  of  action.     Reversed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.  O.  N.   Starr  and  D.  W.  Blair 
for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Messrs.  J.  McCamy  and  T.  W.  Skelljr 
for  defendant  in  error. 

Evans,  P.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 
The  bill  of  exceptions  is  to  review  a  judg- 


yote.  —  Effect  of  pendency  in  Federal 
court  of  action  in  personam,  removed 
from  ttate  court  upon  right  to  com- 
mence a  new  action  upon  the  same 
cauee  in  the  »tate  court. 

While  there  are  many  eases  to  the  effect 
that  the  pendency  of  an  action  t»  person- 
am in  the  Federal  court  will  not  abate  an 
action  subsequently  commenced  in  the  state 
court  between  the  same  parties  and  upon 
the  same  cause  of  action,  and  some  cases  to 
the  contrary,  a  search  has  disclosed  no 
other  case  in  which,  as  in  LouisvnxE  t 
N.  R.  Co.  V.  Newman,  the  court,  while  ad- 
hering in  general  to  the  doctrine  just  stat- 
ed makes  an  exception  where  the  first  ac- 
tion was  originally  commenced  in  the  state 
court  and  removeii  thence  to  the  Federal 
court. 

In  Wilson  v.  Milliken,  103  Ky.  166,  42 
L.R.A.  449,  82  Am.  St.  Rep.  678,  44  S.  W. 
660,  the  court  adopts  the  position, — which, 
it  may  be  remarked  incidentally,  is  opposed 
to  the  weight  of  authority, — that  the 
pendency  of  an  action  in  a  Federal  court 
will  abate  a  subsequent  action  commenced 
in  a  state  court  between  the  same  parties 
and  upon  the  same  cause  of  action  though 
the  doctrine  was  not  applied  in  that  case 
for  the  reason  that  the  action  in  the  Fed- 
eral court  was  dismissed  after  the  plea  in 
abatement  in  the  second  suit.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  the  first  action  in  that  case  was 
originally  brought  in  the  state  court  and  re- 
moved thence  to  the  Federal  court,  but  that 
fact  did  not  influence  the  position  of  the 
court  upon  this  point  and  it  clearly  meant 
26  LJLA.(N.S.) 


to  hold  that  the  pendency  of  the  action  in 
the  Federal  court  whether  originally  com- 
menced there  or  not  will  abate  a  subsequent 
action  between  the  same  parties  upon  the 
same  cause  of  action  in  the  state  court. 
This  case,  therefore,  cannot  be  regarded  as 
sustaining  the  exception  where  the  original 
action  was  commenced  in  the  state  eourt 
and  removed  to  the  Federal  court  made  by 
LouiBViLUC  &,  Ns  R.  Co.  V.  Newuan,  to  the 
general  rule  conceded  by  it,  that  the  pen- 
dency of  an  action  in  the  Federal  court  will 
not  abate  a  subsequent  action  in  the  state 
court,  since  the  Wilson  Case  repudiates 
that  general  rule  altogether. 

Upon  the  other  hand  there  are  cases  in 
which  the  court  without  especially  consid- 
ering the  effect  of  the  fact  that  the  first 
action  was  commenced  in  the  slate  court 
and  removed  thence  to  the  Federal  court, 
have  applied  the  general  rule  to  such  a  state 
of  facts,  and  held  that  the  pendency  of  the 
action  in  the  Federal  court  did  not  abate  a 
subsequent  action  in  the  state  court.  See, 
for  example.  International  ft  O.  N.  R.  Co. 
V.  Barton,  24  Tex.  Civ.  App.  122,  67  S.  W. 
292;  Kesterson  v.  Southern  R.  Co.  146  N. 
C.  276,  59  8.  E.  871. 

There  are  prob:bly  other  cases  in  which 
the  general  rule  already  referred  to  has 
been  applied,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  first  action  was  commenced  in  the  state 
court  and  removed  to  the  Federal  court; 
but  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  gather 
such  cases  unless  the  decision  turned  on 
that  point.  It  may  be  observed,  however, 
by  way  of  caution,  that,  in  some  instances 
where  the  pendency  in   the  Federal  court  of 
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ment  of  the  trial  court,  which  refused  to 
abate  the  plaintiflf's  action.  This  is  a  second 
suit  by  the  plaintiff,  L.  H.  Newman,  against 
the  defendant,  the  Louisville  &.  Nashville 
Railroad  Company,  for  the  same  cause  of 
action.  In  the  first  suit  the  Atlanta,  Knox- 
ville,  &  Northern  Railway  Cor.ipany,  a 
Georgia  corporation,  was  jointly  sued  with 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  Com- 
pany; and  the  latter  company  filed  its  peti- 
tion at  the  appearance  term  of  the  court  for 
the  removal  of  the  case  to  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  Georgia,  on  the  ground  of  diverse 
citizenship.  The  court  refused  the  petition, 
and,  on  exception  taken  to  the  supreme 
court,  this  judgment  was  reversed.  128  Ga. 
283,  67  S.  E.  535.  The  remittitur  from  the 
supreme  court  was  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  superior  court  of  Gordon  coun- 
ty on  May  12,  1907,  and  on  August  30,  1907, 
the  judgment  of  the  supreme  court  was 
made  the  judgment  of  the  superior  court, 
and  it  was  further  adjudged  that  "the  re- 
moval of  said  case  is  granted  as  prayed," 
and  that  the  railroad  company  recover  the 
costs  of  suit  of  the  plaintiff.  The  costs  of 
taking  the  case  to  the  supreme  court  were 
$35.55,  which  had  been  paid  by  the  railroad 
company.  On  June  10,  1007,  the  plaintiff 
paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court  the 
sum  of  $13.50,  which  the  clerk  said  was 
all  that  was  due  for  the  costs  in  the  original 
case,  and  on  June  15,  1007,  the  clerk  turned 
over  this  sum  to  his  predecessor  in  office, 
who  was  clerk  at  the  time  the  case  was 
filed,  heard,  and  carried  to  the  supreme 
court.  On  June  20,  1007,  plaintiff's  coun- 
sel entered  on  the  original  papers  of  the 
former  suit  that  the  plaintiff  dismissed  the 
case  without  prejudice  to  bringing  another 


suit,  and  signed  the  entry.  Thereafter,  on 
July  17,  1907,  the  plaintiff  filed  with  the 
clerk  her  second  suit  against  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville  Railroad  Company  for  the  same 
cause  of  action,  and  the  defendant  pleaded 
in  abatement  the  pendency  of  the  first  suit, 
which  it  averred  was  pending  in  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
northern  district  of  Georgia,  and  also  plead- 
ed in  abatement  that  the  second  suit  was 
begun  without  paying  ali  the  costa  of  the 
first  suit,  or  filing  an  affidavit  of  the  plain- 
tiff's inabilit>  to  pay.  The  issues  made  by 
the  pleas  in  abatement  were  submitteJ  to 
the  judge  without  the  intervention  of  a 
jury,  and  he  rendered  judgment  overruling 
the  pleas.  The  exception  is  to  this  judg- 
ment. 

1.  The  two  matters  urged  in  abatement 
are  antagonistic.  Tlic  Krst  suit  is  still  pend- 
ing, or  it  has  been  dismissed.  Our  first  in- 
quiry will  he  directed  to  determining  wheth- 
er, under  the  foregoing  facts,  the  plaintifTs 
first  suit  still  pends.  It  has  been  adjudicat- 
ed by  this  court  that  the  petition  to  remove 
the  case  from  the  state  court  to  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  was  in  compli- 
ance with  the  act  of  Congress,  and  that 
the  judge  of  the  superior  court  erred  in 
refusing  to  grant  the  order  of  removal.  12S 
Ga.  283,  67  S.  E.  515.  The  act  of  Congresj 
provides  that,  upon  filing  the  petition  and 
bond  for  removal  of  the  case,  "it  shall  tliea 
be  the  duty  of  the  state  court  to  accept  said 
petition  and  bond,  and  proceed  no  further 
in  such  suit."  4  Fed.  Stat.  Anno.  349.  The 
requirement  is  that  the  state  court  shall  ac- 
cept the  petition  and  bond,  which  may  be 
done  by  entering  its  approval  thereon;  but 
the  usual  and  better  practice  is  to  pass  an 
order  to  remove  the  case,  or  deny  such  order. 


an  action  commenced  originally  in  the  state 
court  and  removed  thence  to  the  Federal 
court  was  held  not  to  abate  a  subsequent 
action  in  the  state  court,  while  the  cause 
of  action  was  the  same,  the  parties  were  not 
the  same, .  as  in  Mayfield  v.  Atlanta  &  C. 
Air  Line  R.  Co.  79  S.  C.  558,  61  S.  E.  100, 
where  the  action  in  the  Federal  court  was 
against  a  lessee  railroad  company,  and  the 
action  in  the  state  court  against  the  lessor 
railroad  company,  for  an  accident  growing 
out  of  the  operation  of  the  road.  So,  there 
are  cases  like  Oneida  Countv  Bank  v.  Bon- 
ney,  101  N.  Y.  173,  4  N.  E."332,  and  Utica 
Clothes  Dryer  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Otis,  37  Hun, 
301,  where,  though  the  actions,  which  were 
to  enforce  a  joint  liability  were  the  same 
and  the  parties  were  the  same,  it  appeared 
that  the  defendants  who  were  served  in  the 
subsequent  action  in  the  state  court  were 
not  served  in  the  action  in  the  Federal 
court.  It  is  obvious  that  such  cases  do  not 
even  by  implication  oppose  the  exception 
made  by  LorTsviLi.E  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  New- 
man, in  case  the  original  action  was  com- 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


nienced  in  the  state  court  and  removed 
thence  to  the  Federal  court  to  the  general 
rule  that  the  pendency  of  an  action  in  per- 
S07iam  in  the  Federal  court  will  not  abate 
an  action  subsequently  commenced  in  the 
state  court  between  the  same  parties  and 
upon  the  same  cause  of  action. 

The  effect  of  the  acquisition  by  the  Fed- 
eral court  of  jurisdiction  over  specific  prop- 
erty, upon  the  right  to  commence  a  new 
action  in  the  state  court,  presents  a  ques- 
tion not  within  the  scope  of  this  note. 

Upon  the  general  subject  of  pendency  ot 
actions  in  both  state  and  Federal  courts 
sitting  in  the  same  state,  see  note  to  Wil- 
son v.  Milliken,  42  L.R.A.  449;  and  as  to 
the  right  of  plaintiff  after  removal  of  ac- 
tion commenced  in  the  state  court  to  the 
Federal  court,  and  its  dismissal  in  the  lat- 
ter court  without  prejudice,  to  commence  a 
new  action  in  the  state  court  upon  the  same 
cause  of  action,  see  case  note  to  Youns;  v. 
Southern  Bell  Telepb.  &  Teleg.  Co.  7  L.R-4. 
(N.S.)  601. 
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in  explicit  language.  Jackson  t.  Mutual 
L.  Ins.  Co.  GO  Ua.  427.  The  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  has  held:  "The  mere 
filing  of  a  petition  for  the  removal  of  a 
suit  which  is  not  removable  does  not  work 
a  transfer.  To  accomplish  this,  the  suit 
must  be  one  that  may  be  removed,  and  the 
petition  must  show  a  right  in  the  petition- 
er to  demand  the  removal.  This  being  made 
to  appear  on  the  record,  and  the  necessary 
security  having  been  given,  the  power  of  the 
state  court  in  the  case  ends,  and  that  of 
the  circuit  court  begins.  All  issues  of  fact 
made  upon  the  petition  for  removal  must  be 
tried  in  the  circuit  court;  but  the  state 
court  is  at  liberty  to  determine  for  itszlf 
whether,  on  the  face  of  the  record,  a  re- 
moval has  been  elfected."  Stone  v.  South 
Carolina,  117  U.  S.  431,  29  L.  ed.  902,  6 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  709,  quoted  in  i^teiiier  v. 
Mathewson,  77  Ga.  659.  The  general  rule 
as  to  the  removal  of  cases  from  a  statj  court 
to  a  Federal  court  lias  been  thus  state  1  by 
this  court:  "When  a  petition  is  filed  show- 
ing proper  cause  for  removal,  and  a  bond 
given  according  to  the  act  of  Congress,  the 
case  is  ipto  facto  removed.  Where  the  right 
of  removal  does  not  clearly  appear,  the  rule 
seems  to  be  that  the  state  court  may  take 
into  consideration  the  whole  record,  includ- 
ing the  petition  for  removal,  and  may  de- 
cide whether  or  not  the  cause  of  removal 
exists.  If  any  issue  of  fact  is  raised,  the 
state  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to  pass  upon 
it,  but  must  allow  the  removal,  and  let 
that  issue  be  tried  by  the  judge  of  the  Fed- 
eral court."  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Hudgins, 
108  Ga.  524,  33  S.  E.  1011.  It  has  been 
held  in  Texas  that,  when  a  motion  for  re- 
moval, accompanied  by  petition  and  bond, 
has  been  denied  by  a  state  court,  and  the 
transcript  of  the  record  has  not  been  filed 
in  the  circuit  court,  the  right  to  remove 
may,  under  certain  circumstances,  be  con- 
sidered as  abandoned,  where  the  defendant 
makes  no  complaint  of  the  action  of  the 
court  in  the  state  supreme  court,  on  an 
appeal  from  the  judgment.  Texas  &  P.  R. 
Co.  V.  Davis,  93  Tex.  378,  65  S.  W.  562. 
But  when  exception  is  duly  taken  to  the  or- 
der of  the  state  court  refusing  to  remove 
the  case  into  a  Federal  court,  and  the  order 
of  refusal  is  reversed,  the  case  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
state  court  since  the  filing  of  a  sufficient 
petition  and  bond.  See,  in  this  connection, 
National  S.  S.  Co.  v.  Tugman,  106  U.  S.  118, 
27  L.  ed.  87,  1  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  58.  The  plain- 
tiff cannot  defeat  a  removal  on  the  ground 
of  separable  controversy  by  striking  out  of 
his  appeal  a  prayer  for  the  relief  which 
creates  the  separable  controversy.  "The 
plaintiff  cannot  reduce  his  claim  by  amend- 
ment, after  petition  filed,  to  prevent  re- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


raoval.  Kanouse  v.  Martin,  15  How.  198, 
14  L.  ed.  660.  If  the  right  of  removal  has 
once  become  perfect,  it  cannot  be  taken  away 
by  any  subsequent  amendment  in  state  court 
or  Federal  court,  or  by  a  release  of  part  of 
the  debt  or  damages  claimed,  or  otherwise. 
Dill.  Removal  of  Causes,  §  75,  p.  93;  Kan- 
ouse V.  Martin,  supra;  The  Baltic,  Blatchf. 
&.  H.  149,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  826;  Muns  v.  Du- 
pont,  2  Wash.  C.  C.  463,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
9,931;  Gordon  v.  Longest,  16  Pet.  07,  10 
L.  ed.  900."  Jones  v.  Foreman,  66  Ga.  381. 
See  also  Cumberland  Gap  Bldg.  &  L.  Asm. 
V.  Wells,  99  Ga.  228,  25  S.  E.  246.  The  con- 
clusion is  inevitable  that  the  effort  of  the 
plaintiff  to  dismiss  her  case  was  inef- 
fectual, and  that  the  original  case  is  still 
pending  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  northern  district  of  Georgia, 
to  which  jurisdiction  the  plaintiff  should 
have  applied,  if  she  desired  to  dismiss  her 
action. 

2.  Docs  the  pendency  of  the  first  case  in 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  abate 
the  present  suit  in  the  state  court!  In 
the  new  suit  the  amount  laid  in  the  ad 
davmum  clause  was  reduced  below  $2,000; 
but,  as  it  is  the  ofSce  of  such  a  clause  to 
state  the  amount  of  damages  which  the 
plaintiff  claims  on  account  of  the  injury, 
this  circumstance  does  not  alter  the  essen- 
tial character  of  the  suit.  It  is  well  settled 
that,  if  two  courts  of  two  distinct  sovereign- 
ties have  jurisdiction  of  the  same  matter, 
the  filing  of  suit  in  one  will  not  furnish  a 
good  plea  in  abatement  tu  the  filing  of  a 
suit  in  the  other.  Generally  speaking,  the 
Federal  courts  and  the  state  courts  which 
have  concurrent  jurisdiction  over  civil  ac- 
tions may  be  considered  us  courts  of  sepa- 
rate jurisdictional  sovereignties;  and  where 
an  action  in  personam  is  brought  in  the 
state  court,  and  a  suit  for  the  same  cause 
of  action  is  subsequently  brought  in  the 
United  States  court,  the  pendency  of  the 
suit  in  the  state  court  is  no  bar  to  the  suit 
in  the  United  States  court.  Stanton  v.  Em- 
brey,  93  U.  S.  548,  23  L.  ed.  983 ;  1  Cyo.  Law 
&  Proc.  p.  39.  The  converse  of  this  is  equal- 
ly true  as  a  general  proposition,  and  the 
pendency  of  a  prior  suit  in  a  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  is  not  a  bar  to  a  suit 
in  a  state  court  by  the  same  plaintiff 
against  the  same  defendant  for  the  same 
cause  of  action.  This  is  the  general  rule, 
but  it  is  not  without  exception.  The  sev- 
eral states  form  a  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  Federal  government  has  power  to  enact 
laws  on  certain  subjects,  conferred  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
administer  those  laws  in  the  Federal  courts 
in  cases  properly  confided  to  their  jurisdic- 
tion. For  reasons  which  were  satisfactory 
to   the   legislative   discretion,   Congress   de- 
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termined  that  certain  cases,  when  biought 
in  the  state  courts,  might  be  removed  there- 
from to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States.  The  purpose  waa  to  allow  a  trans- 
fer of  such  cases  to  be  made  from  the 
state  courts,  where  they  might  be  brought, 
and  where  without  such  a  transfer  they 
would  be  tried,  to  the  United  States  court, 
and  to  confer  upon  that  court  jurisdiction 
to  try  them.  When  a  plaintiff  institutes  a 
suit  in  a  state  court,  which  is  removable 
to  the  Federal  court  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, it  is  the  right  of  the  defendant  to  have 
a  trial  of  the  case  in  the  United  States 
court,  upon  compliance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  in  regard  thereto. 
It  is  evident  that  as  to  such  cases  the  theory 
of  distinct  suits  brought  in  the  jurisdiction 
of  separate  and  independent  sovereignties 
is  not  applicable.  It  was  never  heard  of 
that  one  sovereign  could  by  law  remove  to 
its  jurisdiction  cases  pending  in  the  juris- 
diction of  an  independent'foreign  sovereign. 
The  government  of  the  United  States  is  com- 
plex in  character.  In  many  respects  each 
state  is  a  distinct  and  separate  sovereignty 
with  regard  to  another  state  and  the  Federal 
government.  But  certain  matters  have  been 
committed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  the  general  government;  and 
where  Congress  enacts  laws  within  its  con- 
stitutional powers,  affecting  the  transfer  of 
a  case  from  the  state  court  to  the  Federal, 
such  enactment  and  transfer  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  it  is  very  different  from  merely  com- 
mencing two  suits  in  different  jurisdictions. 
When  Congress  declared  that  certain  cases 
might  be  removed  to  the  Federal  court  and 
there  tried,  and  that  the  state  court  should 
"proceed  no  further  in  such  suit,"  but 
the  cause  should  then  proceed  in  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  brought 
there '  originally,  did  it  mean  to  confer 
exclusive  jurisdiction  upon  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  so  long  as 
the  suit  should  be  pending  there,  or  did 
it  contemplate  that,  as  soon  as  the  re- 
moval should  be  effected,  the  same  plain- 
tiff could  immediately  sue  again  for  the 
same  cause  of  action  in  the  same  court 
whence  the  removal  had  been  madeT  Was 
it  the  design  of  Congress  that,  as  fast  as 
a  defendant  might  exercise  his  right  to  re- 
move the  case  to  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  trial,  the  plaintiff  might 
bring  a  fresh  suit  in  the  state  court  for  the 
same  cause  of  action?  If  so,  the  removal 
act  would  practically  have  no  effect.  It 
seems  tq  be  clear  that  the  system  of  removal 
of  cases  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  contemplated  that  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  should  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  cause  so  long  as  the  case 
26  LJR.A.(N.S.) 


should  there  be  pending.  See  opinion  of 
Swayue,  J.,  in  French  v.  Hay  (French  T. 
Stewart)  22  Wall.  253,  22  L.  ed.  858.  If 
the  case  be  remanded  by  the  Federal  court 
to  the  state  court,  the  juriadietion  of  the 
latter  court  reattaches,  or,  more  properly 
speaking,  the  jurisdiction  o(  the  state  court, 
which  waa  suspended  after  tha  removal,  is 
resumed,  and  the  case  becomes  triable  in  the 
state  court.  The  provision  in.  the  act  of 
Congress  for  the  remand  of  a  eaae  empha> 
sizes  the  difference  between  two  wholly  dis- 
tinct suits  in  separate  juriadicticni  and 
causes  falling  within  the  provisiona  of  the 
removal  act.  Suppose  we  should  sustain 
the  judgment  of  the  trial  court  in  this  eaae, 
holding  that  the  second  suit  could  proceed 
without  reference  to  the  first,  and  that  sub- 
sequently the  removed  case  should  be  re- 
manded from  the  Federal  court  to  the  aame 
state  court  where  the  second  suit  waa  pend- 
ing, what  would  be  the  situation  T  There 
would  be  two  suits,  then,  in  the  aama  court; 
but  the  time  for  pleading  in  abatement 
would  have  passed  and  it  would  have  been 
formally  adjudicated  that  the  suit  first 
brought  furnished  no  ground  for  interfer- 
ence with  the  second. 

When  a  suit  is  removed  from  a  state  eooit 
to  the  United  States  court,  and  is  there 
dismissed  without  a  decision  on  its  merits, 
the  plaintiff  may  bring  a  new  suit  in  any 
court  having  jurisdiction  ab  origine.  Mc- 
Iver  V.  Florida  C.  ft  P.  R.  Co.  110  Ga.  230, 
05  L.R.A.  437,  36  S.  E.  775;  Webb  v.  South- 
ern Cotton  Oil  Co.  131  Qa.  082,  83  S.  E. 
136;  Young  v.  Southern  Bell  Teleph.  & 
Teleg.  Co.  75  S.  C.  326,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  601, 
55  S.  E.  766,  9  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  940,  and 
citations.  When  the  cause  haa  thus  ter- 
minated in  the  circuit  court  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stateii  without  prejudice  to  sue  again, 
it  is  no  longer  in  that  court.  There  is, 
however,  no  permanent  fastening  of  jurisdic- 
tion for  all  time  in  the  Federal  court  in  re- 
spect to  the  matter  involved  in  the  suit 
But  while  the  case  is  there  pending  that 
court  has  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  regard 
to  it  and  that  which  ia  involved  in  the  trial 
of  it.  If  exclusive  jurisdiction  waa  in  the 
Feder&l  court  when  the  new  suit  waa  filed 
in  the  state  court,  then  the  latter  court  was 
without  jurisdiction  so  long  as  the  case  was 
pending  in  the  United  States  court.  The 
acts  of  Congress  passed  in  pursuance  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  are  laws 
in  force  in  this  atate;  and,  if  what  has 
been  said  correctly  interprets  the  removal 
act,  it  follows  that  this  plea  in  abatement 
should  have  been  sustained. 

Judgment  reveraed. 

All  the  Justices  concur,  except  Beck,  J^ 
absent. 
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J.  W.  FISH,  County  Treuurar,  et  al., 
Respta. 

(40  Mont  266,  100  Pac.  665.)' 

Drainage  —  ImproTement  of   agrlcnl- 
tnre. 

1.  The  matter  of  public  utility  should  be 
given  great  consideration  in  determining 
whether  or  not  a  statute  providing  for  a 
aystem  of  drainage  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses is  constitutional. 

Same  —  local  conditions. 

2.  Whether  or  not  a  statute  providing  for 
the  drainage  of  agricultural  lands  is  con- 


stitutional should  be  decided  in  the  light  of 
conditions  existing  in  the  state  where  it  is 
enacted. 

Same  —  pnbllc  benefit  —  police  power. 

3.  If  a  state  contains  marshy  lands  of 
such  considerable  area  that  their  reclama- 
tion for  agricultural  purposes  will  redound 
to  the  public  welfare,  the  legislature  may 
provide  for  their  reclamation,  under  the 
police  power,  and  secure  the  necessary  funds 
by  taxation  of  the  lands  benefited  by  the 
drainage. 

Same  —  hearing  —  statutory  prorlalon 
-^imblgulty. 

4.  An  ambiguous  statute  providing  for 
the  reclamation  of  swamp  lands  by  assess- 
ment on  the  property  benefited  will  not  be 
set  aside  on  the  ground  that  it  cannot  be 
complied  with,  according  to  its  terms,  in 
such  a  way  as  to  give  persons  specially  as- 


Ifote.  —  Property  liable  for  assesament 
for  construction  of  drains  or  seicera. 

This  note  is  limited  strictly  to  those  cases 
passing  on  the  question  as  to  what  proper- 
ty may  be  specially  assessed  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  cost  of  the  construction  of 
a  drain  or  sewer.  Those  cases,  therefore, 
which  merely  pass  upon  the  question  as  to 
the  proper  method  of  ascertaining  the  liabili- 
ty, are  not  included  within  this  note.  Cas- 
es passing  upoil  the  question  whether  school, 
church,  or.  other  property  usually  exempt 
from  general  taxation,  is  also  exempt  from 
special  assessment  for  drains  and  sewers, 
as  well  as  those  cases  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion whether  drainage  districts  can  include 
parts  of  a  city  and  hold  the  city  as  such  lia- 
ble for  its  share  of  the  cost,  are  also  ex- 
cluded. (Upon  the  former  question,  see  note 
to  City  Street  Improv.  Co.  v.  University  of 
California,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  451.) 

Since  the  earlier  cases  on  this  question 
are  included  in  a  note  to  Heffner  v.  Cass 
A,  Morgan  Counties,  68  L.R.A.  353,  the 
cases  gathered  here  are  only  those  since  de- 
cided. 

An  examination  of  the  above  noto  will  re- 
veal the  fact  that  there  is  very  little  ques- 
tion that,  for  the  drainage  of  wet  or  marshy 
lands,  the  specific  lands  reclaimed  or  bene- 
fited may  be  made  to  bear  the  burden,  and 
be  liable  for  special  assessments  to  defray 
the  cost. 

This  is  also  supported  by  People  ex  rel. 
Chapman  v.  Sacramento  Drainage  Dist.  155 
Cal.  373,  103  Pac.  207;  Sisson  v.  Buena 
Visto  County,  128  Iowa,  442,  70  L.R.A.  440, 
104  N.  W.  454 ;  Lien  v.  Norman  County,  80 
Minn.  68,  82  N.  W.  1094. 

In  Smith  T.  Worcester,  182  Mass.  232, 
69  L.R.A.  728,  66  N.  E.  40,  it  was  held  that, 
to  provide  a  sewerage  system  for  a  designat- 
ed district,  the  legislature  may,  within  rea- 
sonable limits,  determine  that  the  cost  shall 
fall  upon  such  district,  and  fix  the  principles 
upon  which  it  shall  be  apportioned.  To  the 
same  effect  is  Perry  v.  Davis,  18  Okla.  427, 
90  Pac.  865. 

In  McGarvcy  v.  Swan,  17  Wyo.  120,  06 
Pac.  697,  it  was  said  that  it  is  too  late  to 
26  LJa.A.(N.S.) 


question,  as  a  general  proposition,  the  ri^ht 
to  levy  special  assessments  upon  abutting 
or  adjacent  property  specially  benefited,  to 
defray  the  cost  of  municipal  street  improve- 
ments  (in  this  case  a  sewer). 

In  Covington  v.  Noland,  28  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
314,  89  S.  W.  216,  it  was  said  that,  by  vir- 
tue of  S  3106  Ky.  Stat.  1903,  a  certain  city 
unquestionably  had  the  power  to  have  a 
sewer  constructed  along  a  certain  street  at 
the  cost  of  the  abutting  owners. 

In  Fisher  v.  Chicago,  213  111.  208,  72  N. 
E.  680,  it  was  held  that  a  pumping  station 
for  sewage  and  a  system  of  sewers  in  con- 
nection therewith,  covering  but  a  portion  of 
a  city,  although  a  benefit  to  a  considerable 
area  of  the  city,  are  local  improvements 
which  may  be  constructed  by  special  assess- 
ment. 

In  Northwestern  University  v.  Wilmette, 
230  111.  80,  82  N.  E.  016,  it  was  held  that  a 
system  of  relief  sewers  which  is  confined  to 
a  part  only  of  the  village,  and  which  will 
convey  surface  water  from  the  cellars  and 
basements  in  such  district,  thereby  specially 
enhancing  the  value  of  the  adjacent  proper- 
ty, is  a  local  improvement  which  may  be 
paid  for  by  special  assessment,  although  tlie 
improvement  may  be  of  some  benefit  to  all 
the  property  in  the  village. 

In  Oklahoma  City  v.  Shields  (Okla.)  100 
Pac.  550,  it  was  held  that  the  cost  and  ex- 
penses of  instituting  and  laying  drainace 
pipes  for  the  purpose  of  macadamizing,  curo- 
ing,  guttering,  and  draining,  including  the 
cost  of  manholes,  catch  basins,  etc.,  may  be 
taxed  against  abutting  property. 

In  South  Highland  Land  &  Improv.  Co.  v. 
Kansas  City,  172  Mo.  523,  72  S.  W.  944,  it 
was  said  that,  as  long  as  the  sewers  of  a  city 
retain  the  character  of  either  district  or 
joint  district  sewers,  as  distinguished  from 
public  sewers,  their  cost  may  be  taxed 
against  the  lands  exclusively  drained  by 
them. 

In  Prior  v.  Buehler  &  C.  Constr.  Co.  170 
Mo.  439,  71  S.  W.  205,  it  was  said  that  the 
constitutionality  of  charter  provisions  pro- 
viding for  the  construction  of  sewers,  and 
charging  the  cost  of  such  construction  pro- 
portionately upon  all  property  abutting  the 
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sessed  for  benefits  an  opportunity  to  bo 
heard  before  the  assessment  is  finally  made, 
if  the  only  construction  of  which  the  stat- 
ute is  Busreptible  shows  ample  provision 
for  such  hearing. 

Tax    —    uniformity   —    special    assess- 
ments. 

5.  Assessments  for  local  improvements  up- 
on the  property  benefited  thereby  are  not 
prohibited  by  constitutional  provisions 
that  taxes  shall  be  uniform  upon  the  same 
class  of  subject  within  the  territorial  limits 
of  the  authority  levying  the  tax. 
Legislature   —   delegation  of  power  — 

tax  levy. 

6.  The  legislature  is  not  prevented  from 
delegating  to  county  drainage  commission- 
ers tlie  power  to  levy  a  tax  for  a  drainage 
improvement,  by  constitutional  provision" 
that  it   shall   not  delegate  to   any  special 


commission,  private  corporation,  or  associa 
tion  any  power  to  make,  supervise,  or  in- 
terfere with  any  improvement,  or  to  levy 
taxes,  and  that  the  legislature  shall  not 
levy  taxes  upon  the  inhabitants  or  property 
of  any  county  for  county  purposes,  but 
may  vest  in  the  corporate  authorities  there- 
of power  to  assess  and  collect  taxes  for 
such  purposes, — especially  where  tie  Con- 
stitution also  provides  that  the  legislature 
shall  provide  for  such  other  county  officers 
as  public  convenience  may  require. 

(January  7,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintifTs  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Judicial  District  Court  for  Yellow- 
stone County  in  defendants'  favor  and  from 
an  order  denying  a  new  trial  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  back  certain  taxes  paid 


improvement,  or  within  the  established  bene- 
fit district,  either  according  to  the  front 
foot  rule  or  according  to  the  area  rule,  is 
no  longer  open  to  debate. 

In  Hoertz  v.  JefTerson  Southern  Pond 
Draining  Co.  110  Ky.  824,  84  S.  W.  1141,  it 
was  held  that  a  statute  creating  a  company 
for  the  purpose  of  reclaiming  swamp  land 
which  had  been  worthless  for  agriculture 
and  a  menace  to  adjoining  residents,  and 
giving  to  such  company  a  lien  for  special 
taxes  assessed  on  surrounding  property  bene- 
fited, was  not  unconstitutional  as  granting 
special  privileges  for  which  no  public  service 
was  rendered.  To  the  same  efiect  is  Leahy 
v.  Jefferson  Southern  Pond  Draining  Co.  27 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  286,  84  S.  W.  1181. 

Nor  is  such  a  statute  violative  of  the  con- 
stitutional provision  that  all  taxation  sliall 
be  uniform  upon  the  same  class  of  subjects, 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  authority 
levying  the  tax,  and  shall  be  levied  and  col- 
lected under  the  general  laws.  Anderson  v. 
Lower  Merion  Twp.  217  Pa.  369,  66  Atl. 
1115;  McGarvey  v.  Swan  and  Lien  v.  Nor- 
man County,  supra. 

The  cost  of  proper  manholes  and  catch- 
basins  for  sewers  may  be  included  in  the 
assessment  against  abutting  property.  An- 
dre V.  Burlington,  141  Iowa,  65,  117  N.  W. 
1082. 

The  imposing  of  the  special  assessment 
upon  the  owners  benefited  is  not  an  attempt 
upon  the  part  of  the  state,  under  the  guise 
of  assessment  for  special  benefit,  to  force 
upon  them  the  cost  of  the  work  for  which 
alone  the  sovereign  state  should  pay, — the 
work  of  improving  the  channels  of  its  navi- 
gable rivers.  People  ex  rcl.  Chapman  v. 
Sacramento  Drainage  Dist.  supra. 

However,  it  has  been  held  that  the  pub- 
lic rather  than  the  abutting  owners  should 
be  held  liable  for  the  cost  of  a  drain  or  sew- 
er.    Thus,  in  Cain  v.  Elkins,  67  W.  Va.  9, 

49  S.  E.  898,  it  was  held  that,  under  a  stat- 
ute which  simply  granted  power  to  the  city 
counsel  to  do  certain  things  generally,  and 
made  no  provision  for  the  payment  of  the 
cost  of  doing  those  things  by  the  abutting 
property  owners,  a  city  has  no  authority  to 
collect  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  cost  of 

50  i..U.A.(N.S.) 


public  sewers  placed  by  it  on  its  streetj, 
from  such  abutting  owners.  The  court  con- 
tinued as  follows:  "Nor  do  we  think  such 
authority  can  be  inferred  from  the  second 
clause  of  said  section,  which  provides  tbtt 
the  council  may  cause  drains  and  gutters, 
etc.,  to  be  kept  in  good  order,  free  and  dean, 
by  the  owners  and  occupants  of  the  real 
property  adjoining  thereto.  Nor  do  wc 
think  such  authority  is  granted  or  can  be 
inferred  from  either  of  the  two  clauses  of 
said  section, — one  of  which  provides  for  the 
draining  of  a  lot  covered,  or  subject  to  be 
covered,  by  stagnant  water,  by  or  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  owner,  and  the  other  for  the 
proper  draining  of  city  lots  by  or  at  the 
expense  of  the  owner  or  occupant  thereof. 
A  lot  abutting  a  street  or  alley  may  be  cov- 
ered by  stagnant  water,  or  liable  to  become 
so,  and  may  need  draining,  but  this  would 
not  justify  the  inference  that  the  city  can 
build  a  public  sewer  in  the  street  and  as- 
sess all  or  any  part  of  the  cost  of  such  pub- 
lic sewer  upon  all  the  abutting  lot  owners, 
regardless  of  whether  all  the  lots  are  cov- 
ered, or  liable  to  be  covered,  by  stagnant 
water,  or  needed  draining,  or  not.  Public 
sewers  in  a  street  or  alley  are  not  alone  for 
the  purpose  of  draining  lots  or  lands,  al- 
though it  is  true  lots  or  lands  may  be 
drained  by  them  if  connection  therewith  be 
made  for  that  purpose;  but  they  are  for 
many  other  purposes,  such  as  draining  the 
streets  and  providing  a  proper  way  to  dis- 
pose of  the  refuse  and  rubbish  collecting 
thereon,  and  others,  and  the  size,  character, 
and  cost  of  such  sewers  are  governed  bv  the 
many  uses  for  which  they  are  designed.  It 
does  not  seem  reasonable  that  the  l^sla- 
ture  intended  that  the  owners  of  abutting 
real  estate  should  be  made  to  pay  in  whole 
or  in  part  the  cost  of  such  sewers,  on  the 
ground  alone  that  the  lots  of  such  ownera 
might  be  drained  thereby.  We  do  not  think 
such  authority  can  be  maintained  under 
the  general  welfare  clause  of  said  section. 
If  the  city  of  Elkins  desires  to  protect  per- 
sons and  property,  public  or  private,  within 
the  city,  or  promote  the  health,  safety,  com- 
fort, and  well-being  of  the  inhabitants,  by 
th?  «$er«ise  of  thi^  extraordinarv  power  qI 
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under  protest,  the  assesBment  of  which  was 
alleged  to  have  been  unlawful,  and  to  re- 
strain the  further  collection  of  taxes  for. 
sitr.ilar  purposes.    Aflimied. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  O.  F.  Goddard  and  Gunn  A 
Kaseb,   for  appellants: 

All  that  is  required  under  the  statute, 
to  warrant  the  construction  of  a  drain,  is 
that  by  means  thereof  agricultural  lands 
will  be  improved  or  reclaimed,  and  that  is 
not  suflicient  to  justify  the  act. 

Kinnie  v.  Bare,  68  Mich.  625,  36  N.  W. 
673;  Gifford  Drainage  Dist.  v.  Shroer,  145 
Ind.  572,  44  X.  E.  637;  Re  Tuthill,  163  N. 
Y.  133,  49  L.R.A.  781,  79  Am.  St.  Rep. 
574,  57  N.  E.  303 ;  Re  Ryers,  72  N.  Y.  1,  28 
Am.  Rep.  88;  Re  Theresa  Drainage  Dist.  90 


Wis.  301,  63  N.  W.  288;  Fleming  v.  Hull, 
73  Iowa,  598,  36  N.  W.  673;  Jenal  v.  Green 
Island  Draining  Co.  12  Neb.  163,  10  N.  W. 
547. 

The  legislature  has  no  power  to  impose 
taxes  for  the  benefits  of  individuals  connect- 
ed with  a  private  enterprise  even  though 
private  enterprise  might  benefit  the  local 
public  in  a  remote  or  collateral  way. 

Re  Tuthill,  supra;  People  v.  Parks,  58 
Cal.  624;  Logan  v.  Stogsdale,  123  Ind.  372, 
8  L.R.A.  58,  24  N.  W.  136. 

The  said  act  is  further  unconstitutional 
in  that  it  does  not  designate  the  locality 
where  drainage  is  necessary,  nor  establish 
the  boundaries  of  any  drainage  district,  but 
delegates  that  .duty  to  a  board. 


levying  special  assessments  upon  part  of  the 
taxable  property  therein  only,  it  must  have 
clear,  and  not  doubtful,  authority  to  do  so. 
And  we  think  this  clause  does  not  even  pur- 
port to  give  such  authority.  The  right  to 
pass  ordmances  not  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  or  of  this 
State,  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  pow- 
ers granted  by  the  charter  act  of  the  city 
of  Elkins,  does  not  create  power  or  authori- 
ty, but  only  permits  the  city  to  carry  into 
effect  the  powers  granted.  An  ordinance  is. 
without  authority  unless  made  pursuant  to 
the  powers  granted  by  the  legislature.  Nei- 
ther by  the  provisions  of  the  charter  act 
above  referred  to,  nor  by  any  other  provi- 
sions of  the  act,  is  the  authority  to  levy 
the  special  tax  or  assessment  complained  of 
expressly  given,  and  we  think  no  such  au- 
thority IS  clearly  implied  from  the  language 
us«d." 

In  Keene  v.  Jefferson  County,  135  Ala. 
465,  33  So.  435,  it  was  held  that  an  act 
which  authorized  the  construction,  at  the 
expense  of  the  county,  of  a  sanitary  sew- 
erage.system  extending  over  two  valleys,  is 
not  invalid  as  taxing  all  the  citizens  of  the 
county  when  only  a  portion  of  them  were 
benefited  thereby,  where  it  appears  that  two 
thirds  of  the  population  and  three  fourths  of 
all  the  property  were  within  the  area  of 
drainage,  and  when  the  system,  in  its  benefi- 
cial effects  by  protecting  the  water  courses 
from  pollution  and  preserving  the  health  of 
the  people,  extended  to  the  entire  county. 

However,  in  W.  F.  Stewart  Co.  v.  Flint, 
147  Mich.  697,  111  N.  W.  352,  it  was  held 
that,  from  the  fact  that  it  was  necessary  to 
carry  a  sewer  to  a  point  where,  by  turning 
it  into  the  river,  the  public  health  would  be 
affected  as  little  as  possible,  it  does  not  nec- 
essarily follow  that  the  sewer  was  built  for 
the  public  health,  in  the  sense  that  it  should 
become  a  public  charge. 

The  mere  fact  that  property  has  been 
benefited  by  the  digging  of  a  ditch,  drain,  or 
sewer,  however,  is  not  always  conclusive  of 
its  liability  for  special  assessments. 

Tlius,  in  Vermilion  Special  Drainage  Dist. 
T.  Shockey,  238  IlL  237,  82  N.  E.  335,  af- 
26  LJUA.(N.S.) 


firming  142  III.  App.  272,  it  was  held  that  no 
suit  against  landowners  other  than  those 
whose  lands  are  intersected  by  the  channel 
improved  is  authorized  by  a  section  of  the 
farm  drainage  act  which  provides  that, 
where  drainage  commissioners  have  im- 
proved a  natural  or  artificial  channel  ly- 
ing beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  district 
upon  lands  owned  by  private  individuals, 
and  by  such  work  have  benefited  the  whole 
or  a  part  of  the  land,  they  may  recover  a 
fair  compensation  for  the  benefits  received. 
The  court  said  it  was  manifestly  intended 
that  only  the  lands  through  which  it  was 
necessary  to  obtain  a  right  of  way  should 
be  liable  to  contribute  to  the  extent  of  the 
benefit   received. 

In  Re  Grafius  Run,  218  Pa.  632,  67  Atl. 
982,  it  was  held  that  property  benefited  by 
the  straightening  of  a  run  for  which,  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  statue,  it  could  be  assessed, 
cannot  be  held  liable  for  an  assessment  for 
the  construction  of  a  main  sewer  upon  which 
it  did  not  abut,  when  it  appears  that,  in- 
stead of  proceeding  under  the  statute,  the 
run  was  straightened  and  made  to  flow  into 
such  main  sewer  in  accordance  with  amend- 
ed sewer  plans. 

And  it  would  seem  to  follow  from  the 
above  cases  that,  where  property  is  not  bene- 
fited, and  cannot  be  benefited,  by  the  digging 
of  a  ditch  or  drain,  a  special  assessment 
against  such  property  therefor  would  be  in- 
valid. 

In  Zinser  v.  Buena  Vista  Countv,  137 
Iowa,  660,  114  N.  W.  51,  it  was  held  that 
where,  owing  to  its  location,  the  construc- 
tion of  a  drain  will  not  drain  certain  prop- 
erty any  more,  or  any  differently,  than  is 
done  by  an  existing  swale  or  swamp,  and 
will  not  render  it  more  accessible  or  af- 
fect its  immediate  surroundings,  such  land 
is  not  benefited,  and  therefore  not  assessable, 
or  properly  within  a  drainage  district,  al- 
though the  ditch  may  carry  off  the  water. 

Nor  can  property  not  abutting  upon  a 
sewer  be  assessed  for  its  cost,  where  no  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  draining  the  dis- 
trict in  which  it  is  located  into  the  sewer, 
and  the  owner  of  the  property  has  not  been 
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Kinnie  ▼.  Bare  and  People  ▼.  Parks,  su- 
pra; Hoagland  t.  Wurts,  41  N.  J.  L.  175. 

The  act  of  the  legislature  whereby  it  was 
sought  to  confer  upon  the  drain  commission- 
er such  large  and  comprehensive  powers  is 
in  direct  conflict  with,  and  in  violation  of, 
the  constitutional  provision  that  taxes  shall 
be  levied  and  collected  by  general  laws  and 
for  public  purposes,  and  that  they  shall  be 
uniform  upon  the  same  class  of  subjects 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  -the  author- 
ity levying  the  tax. 

Parks  V.  Wyandotte  County,  61  Fed.  437 ; 
Cooley,  Taxn.  624,  655 ;  M'Culloch  v.  Mary- 
land, 4  Wheat.  428,  4  L.  ed.  606;  Wilcox  v. 
Paddock,  65  Mich.  23,  31  N.  W.  609;  Peo- 
ple ex  rel.  Le  Roy  v.  Hurlbut,  24  Mich.  88, 
9  Am.  Rep.  103;  People  ex  rel.  Hubbard  v. 
Springwells,  26  Mich.  153;  People  ex  rel. 
Park  Comrs.  v.  Detroit,  28  Mich.  228,  15 
Am.  Rep.  202;  Schultes  ▼.  Eberly,  82  Ala. 
242,  2  So.  345;  Pope  v.  Phifer,  3  Heisk. 
699;  Updike  v.  Wright,  81  111.  49;  Hessler 
V.   Drainage   Comrs.   53   111.   105;   Qage  v. 


Graham,  57  111.  144;  Harward  t.  St  Hut 
&  M.  Levee  &  Drainage  Co.  61  lU.  130; 
Leveeing  Wabash  River  v.  Houston,  71  111. 
318;  Hinze  v.  People,  92  UL  406;  Bemardi 
Twp.  V.  Allen,  61  N.  J.  L.  228,  39  AtL  716: 
State,  Taylor,  Prosecutrix,  ▼.  Smith,  50  N. 
J.  L.  101,  11  Atl.  321;  State  ex  reL  Ho«« 
V.  Des  Moines,  103  Iowa,  76,  39  Ii.R.A.  285, 
64  Am.  St.  Rep.  157,  72  N.  W.  639;  People 
V.  Parks,  supra;  Reelfoot  Lake  Levee  Dist 
▼.  Dawson,  97  Tenn.  161,  34  L.R.A.  725,  3« 
S.  W.  1041;  State  ex  rel.  Wright  v.  Stand- 
ford,  24  Utah,  148,  66  Pac.  1061;  Vallelly  v. 
Park  Comrs.  16  N.  D.  25,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
61,  111  N.  W.  615;  Gray,  LimiUtions  of 
Taxing  Power,  §  682;  Re  House  Bill  No. 
165,  15  Colo.  595,  26  Fae.  141;  Mellon  v. 
Pittsburgh  Co.  31  Phila.  Leg.  Int.  212,  21 
Pittsb.  L.  J.  185;  Keeler  v.  Westgate,  10 
Pa.  Dist.  R.  240;  Com.  ex  rel.  Dare  v. 
Smith,  9  Pa.  Dist.  R.  350;  Perkins  v.  Phila- 
delphia, 156  Pa.  654,  27  Atl.  356;  Re  Sen- 
ate Bill,  12  Colo,  188,  21  Pac  481;   State 


assured  that  he  will  have  the  benefits  of  the 
sewer.  Bickerdike  v.  Chicago,  185  111.  280, 
56  N.  E.  1096. 

Where  a  sewer  is  not  accessible  to  the 
owner  of  a  lot  assessed  without  the  commis- 
sion of  trespass  upon  private  property,  the 
assessment  cannot  be  sustained.  State  ex 
rel.  McKune  t.  District  Ct.  90  Minn.  640, 
97  N.  W.  425. 

In  Mason  v.  Fulton  County,  80  Ohio  St. 
163,  24  L.R.A.(N.8.)  903,  88  N.  E.  401,  it 
was  held  that  land  from  which  surface  wa- 
ter is  drained  into  a  natural  water  course, 
thereby  increasing  the  volume  and  acceler- 
ating the  flow  thereof,  is  not  subject  to 
assessments  for  the  cost  of  a  ditch  or  an 
improvement  that  will  not  benefit  its  drain- 
age, but  is  constructed  to  prevent  overflow 
from  the  water  course,  or  to  benefit  the 
drainage  of  servient  lands. 

However,  in  Stewart  v.  Chehalis,  S3 
Wash.  213,  101  Pac.  841,  it  was  held  that 
a  finding  that  a  sewer  had  not  proved  of 
any  benefit  to  the  premises  assessed,  up 
to  the  time  of  trial,  is  insufficient  to  defeat 
the  assessment. 

In  Oliver  v.  Monona  County,  117  Iowa,  43, 
90  N.  W.  610,  it  was  held  that  a  special  as- 
sessment for  drainage  is  not  invalid  be- 
cause some  of  the  land  assessed,  which,  how- 
ever, was  located  in  the  district,  was  not 
benefited  by  the  system  of  ditches  provided 
for.  The  court  said:  "If  the  sole  purpose 
of  the  ditch  was  to  improve  certain  speci- 
fied lands,  for  the  direct  pecuniary  benefit 
of  the  owner's  thereof,  then  the  whole  stat- 
ute would  be  unconstitutional;  for  the  own- 
er of  one  piece  of  property  cannot  be  com- 
pelled to  contribute  to  the  expense  of  the 
improvement  of  another  piece  of  property, 
nor  can  the  land  of  one  owner  be  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  an  outlet  for  the 
drainage  of  the  land  of  another.  ... 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


The  statutory  provisions  which  are  involved 
in  this  case  are  supported  on  the  theory 
that  the  public  health,  convenience,  and  wel- 
fare are  promoted  by  the  construction  of  the 
improvement, — not  simply  that  the  lands  of 
particular  owners  are  rendered  more  valu- 
able. ...  If  the  land  in  question  was 
properly  included  in  the  drainage  district, 
then  the  owner  cannot  urge,  by  way  of  ob- 
jection to  the  assessments,  that  the  particu- 
lar ditch  constructed  did  not  directly  add 
to  the  value  of  his  land." 

And  in  Roby  v.  Shunganunga  Drainage 
Dist.  77  Kan.  754,  95  Pac.  300,  it  was  held 
that  lands  included  within  a  drainage  dis- 
trict, which,  as  alleged,  are  not,  never  have 
been,  and  never  can  be,  subject  to  overflow, 
may  nevertheless  be  lawfully  assessed  in 
proportion  to  benefits,  to  pay  for  improve- 
ments, if  they  are  subject  to  injury  and 
damage  from  the  overflow  of  other  lands. 

So,  in  Schropfer  v.  Hamilton  County 
Drainage  Dist.  No.  37  (Iowa)  125  N.  W. 
992,  it  was  held  that  the  fact  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  lay  more  drains  to  render 
land  tillable  furnishes  no  reason  why  a  land- 
owner should  not  be  charged  with  the  benefit 
of  the  drains  laid. 

The  mere  fact  that  property  did  not  abut 
upon  a  sewer,  but  was  nevertheless  benefited, 
would  seem  to  be  insufficient  to  invalidate 
the  special  assessment. 

Thus,  in  Beckett  v.  Portland,  63  Or.  169, 
99  Pao.  659,  it  was  held  that,  where  a  mu- 
nicipality is  authorized  to  establish  assess- 
ment districts,  and  assess  the  ooat  of  con- 
structing sewers  on  the  property  therein,  ac- 
cording to  benefits,  an  assessment  upon 
property  benefited  is  proper,  although  it  did 
not  abut  upon  the  proposed  sewer,  and  no 
laterals  were  laid  to  it. 

In  several  cases  objection  has  been  made 
to  a  special  assessment  for  a  drain  or  aewer, 
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ex  rel.  Quintin  t.  Edwards,  38  'Kfoni.  250, 
09    Pac.   942. 

Meaars.  Albert  J.  Galen,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  W.  H.  Poormau,  for  respond- 
ents: 

The  law  is  constitutionaL 

14  Cj'c.  Law  ft  Proe.  pp.  1024,  1058;  10 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  222;  Fallbrook 
Irrig.  Dist.  t.  Bradley,  164  U.  S.  112,  41 
L.  ed.  360,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  56;  Re  Madera 
Irrig.  Dist  Bonds,  92  Cal.  206,  14  L.R.A. 
765,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  106,  28  Pac.  272,  675; 
Hagar  v.  Yolo  County,  47  Cal.  222;  Hoi  ley 
V.  Orange  County,  106  Cal.  420,  39  Pac. 
790;  Turlock  Irrig.  Dist  v.  Williams,  76 
Cal.  360,  18  Pac.  379;  Modesto  Irrig.  Dist 
V.  Tregca,  88  Cal.  334,  26  Pac.  237 ;  Swamp 
Land  Dist  No.  150  ▼.  Silver,  98  Cal.  52, 
32  Pac.  800;  Rutherford  v.  Maynes,  97  Pa. 
78;  Morrison  y.  Morey,  146  Mo.  543,  48  S. 
W.  629;  Roby  v.  Shunganunga  Drainage 
Dist  77  Kan.  754,  95  Pac.  399;  Gillett  v. 
McLaughlin,  69  Mich.  547,  37  N.  W.  551; 
Brady  v.  Hayward,  114  Mich.  326,  72  N.  W. 
233;  Cooley,  Taxn.  3d  ed.  p.  1168. 


The  laws,  in  so  far  as  assessments  are 
involved,  are  to  be  classed,  not  under  the 
drainage,  but  under  the  police,  power  of  the 
government 

Wurte  V.  Hoagland  114  U.  S.  606,  29  L. 
ed.  229,  5  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  1086;  Zigler  v. 
Menges,  121  Ind.  99,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  357, 
22  N.  E.  782;  Roby  r.  Shunganunga  Drain- 
age Dist.  supra. 

A  general  tax  may  be  levied  on  all  classes 
of  property,  and  may  be  made  a  personal 
obligation,  and  is  a  continuing  burden  year 
after  year  ad  infinitum,  whereas  a  local  as- 
sessment applies  only  to  land,  is  not  a  per- 
sonal obligation,  and  is  limited  in  time. 

Cooley,  Taxn.  3d  ed.  pp.  1153,  1168;  Tur- 
lock Irrig.  Dist  v.  Williams;  Re  Madera 
Irrig.  Dist  Bonds;  Fallbrook  Irrig.  Dist. 
V.  Bradley;  and  HoUey  v.  Orange  County, — 
supra. 

Mr.  W.  Ij.  Murphy  also  for  respondents. 

Smith,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 
A  brief  statement  will  suffice  to  indicate 


that  the  property  liable  has  already  been 
subject  to  a  prior  special  assessment  for  a 
drain  or  sewer. 

In  Shannon  t.  Omaha,  73  Neb.  507,  103 
N.  W.  53,  affirmed  upon  rehearing  in  73 
Neb.  614,  106  N.  W.  592,  it  was  held  that, 
when  a  sewer  at  a  certain  place  becomes  in- 
adequate, the  city  has  the  power  to  create  a 
new  sewer  district,  within  the  limits  of  the 
old  district,  and  to  assess  the  cost  upon  the 
abutting  property. 

In  Snydacker  v.  West  Hammond,  226  111. 
154,  80  N.  E.  93,  it  was  held  that  includ- 
ing in  a  draina^  district  lots  not  on  the  line 
of  the  proposed  sewer,  and  assessing  them 
a  small  amount  as  benefits  for  future  drain- 
age privileges,  does  not  preclude  the  assess- 
ment of  them  for  the  construction  of  a  sew- 
er to  connect  with  the  one  previously  con- 
structed. 

In  Ilildreth  ▼.  Longmont  (Colo.)  105  Pac. 
107,  it  was  held  that  a  oity  may  assess  the 
costs  of  subdrains  constructed  to  protect  a 
sewer  system  on  the  property  in  the  assess- 
ment district,  and  a  statute  providin.cf  that 
costs  of  drains  shall  be  assessed  upon  lots 
thereby  benefited,  in  proportion  to  the  front- 
age upon  the  street  or  alley  wherein  the 
drain  is  laid,  was  not  applicable. 

In  Drainage  Comrs.  v.  Drainage  Comrs. 
211  111.  328,  71  N.  E.  1007,  affirming  113  111. 
App.  114,  it  was  held  that,  where  drainage 
districts  overlap,  payment  of  an  assessment 
againft  land  lying  in  both  districts,  for  the 
construction  of  a  ditch  by  the  lower  district, 
does  not  relieve  the  upper  district  from  fur- 
ther liability  to  the  lower  district  for  its 
share  of  the  cost  of  construction  of  such 
ditch,  when  it  appears  that  lands  lying  ex- 
clusively in  the  upper  district  are  also  bene- 
fited by  such  ditch. 

However,  in  Philadelphia  t.  Meighan,  27 
26  L.R~>V.(N.S.)  ( 


Pa.  Super.  Ct  160,  it  was  held  that,  where 
a  city  constructs  a  sewer  on  one  side  of  a 
highway  and  assesses  the  cost  thereof  on 
the  properties  abutting  on  that  side  only,  it 
cannot  thereafter  construct  a  sewer  on  the 
other  side  of  the  highway  and  hold  the  own- 
ers of  the  properties  on  such  side  liable  for 
the  cost ;  the  court  depending  for  its  decision 
upon  the  principle  that,  when  a  work  of 
local  public  utility  has  once  been  construct- 
ed, either  by  the  public  or  at  the  ex- 
pense of  abutting  owners,  the  latter  can- 
not be  charged  with  the  cost  of  any  sub- 
sequent reconstruction  or  change,  even  if 
this  is  a  further  benefit. 

A  class  of  cases  closely  related  to  the  above 
are  those  wherein  it  has  been  held  tiiat  it 
is  no  objection  to  a  sewer  assessment  that 
property  outside  the  drainage  district  was 
not  assessed,  where  the  right  to  use  the 
sewer  was  confined  to  property  within  the 
district  These  cases,  however,  are  not 
strictly  in  point,  and  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  include  all  of  them.  Among  such 
are:  Duane  v.  Chicago,  198  111.  471,  64  K. 
E.  1033;  Clark  v.  Chicago,  214  111.  318,  73 
N.  E.  358;  Snydacker  v.  West  Hammond, 
225  111.  154,  80  N.  E.  93. 

The  right  and  duty  to  connect  property 
with  a  drain  or  sewer  is  discussed  in  a  note 
to  Fergus  Falls  v.  Edison,  70  L.R.A.  238. 

The  question  of  maintenance  of  drainage 
ditches  is  discussed  in  a  note  to  Taylor  v. 
Crawford,  69  L.R.A.  805. 

As  to  procedure  for  the  establishment  of 
drains  and  sewers,  see  note  to  State  v.  Polk 
County,  60  L.R..4.  100. 

A  case  passing  upon  the  right  to  assoss 
lands  for  the  preliminary  expenses  incident 
to  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  form  a  drain- 
age district  is  Northern  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Pierce 
County,  23  L.R.A. (N.S.)   286. 
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the  points  of  law  inTolved  in  these  appeals. 
Plaintiffs  brought  their  action  against  the 
county  treasurer,  county  commissioners,  and 
county  drain  commissioner  of  Yellowstone 
county,  to  recover  certain  moneys  paid  as 
taxes  in  the  year  1907,  under  protest,  and 
to  restrain  the  collection  of  similar  taxes  in 
subsequent  years.  These  taxes  for  1907 
were  collected  by  virtue  of  chapter  106,  p. 
2S4,  Sess.  Laws  1005,  now  found,  as  amend- 
ed by  the  Laws  of  1907,  under  title  11,  Rev. 
Codes,  known  as  the  "drainage  district 
law."  The  act  was  again  amended  in  1909, 
but  neither  amendment  is  involved  in  this 
case,  the  taxes,  the  collection  of  which  is 
sought  to  be  restrained,  having  been  levied 
by  virtue  of  the  act  of  1905,  to  be  collected 
in  three  instalments.  The  cause  was  tried 
to  the  district  court  of  Yellowstone  county, 
aided  by  a  jury.  Certain  special  findings 
were  made  by  the  jury,  and  a  general  ver- 
dict was  returned  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs. 
The  court  set  aside  the  general  verdict,  but 
adopted  the  special  findings,  concluded  as 
matter  of  law  that  the  defendants  were  en- 
titled to  prevail,  and  entered  judgment  ac- 
cordingly. From  that  judgment,  and  an 
order  denying  a  new  trial,  the  plaintiffs 
have  appealed. 

Appellants  preface  their  argument  thus: 
"The  several  errors  assigned,  calling  in  ques- 
tion the  validity  of  the  action  of  the  court 
below,  may  well  be  considered  together  as  a 
whole.  They  are  each  and  all  based  upon 
the  proposition  that  the  act  of  the  legisla- 
tive assembly  under  which  the  drain  in 
question  in  this  case  was  constructed  is  in- 
operative and  void,  for  the  reason  tHat  the 
provisions  thereof,  when  tested  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  settled  law,  are  incapable  of 
being  legally  complied  with  and  carried  into 
operative  effect,  and  for  the  further  reason 
that  the  act  is  in  conflict  with,  and  violative 
of,  the  Constitution  of  the  state  of  Mon- 
tana." Section  11,  art.  12,  of  the  state  Con- 
stitution, reads  as  follows:  "Taxes  shall  be 
levied  and  collected  by  general  laws  anj  for 
public  purposes  only.  They  shall  be  uni- 
form upon  the  same  class  of  subjects  within 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  authority  levy- 
ing the  tax."  Section  14,  trt.  3,  Const., 
reads:  "jPrivate  property  shall  not  be  taken 
or  damaged  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation  having  been  first  made  to,  or 
paid  into  the  court  for,  the  owner."  Sec- 
tion 27,  art.  3,  reads:  "No  person  shall  be 
deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property  with- 
out due  process  of  law."  Section  1  of  the 
so-called  "drainage  district  law"  reads  as 
follows:  "That  drains  may  be  located,  es- 
tablished, constructed,  and  maintained,  and 
drains  and  water  courses  may  be  cleaned 
out,  straightened,  widened,  deepened,  and 
extended,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  condu- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


cive  to.  the  improvement  or  reclamation  of 
agricultural  lands,  public  health,  conven- 
ience, or  welfare." 

In  the  case  of  Summers  v.  Sullivan,  39 
Mont.  42,  101  Pac.  166,  this  court  said: 
"The  legislative  authority  gennrally  to  en- 
act these  drainage  statutes  is  derived  from 
the  police  power,  the  power  of  eminent  do- 
main, or  the  taxing  power.  .  .  .  The 
proceedings  under  our  statute  are  essential- 
ly those  of  eminent  domain;  and  if,  in  ob- 
taining ^  right  of  way  for  a  drain  across 
the  lands  of  these  plaintiffs,  their  lands 
will  be  depreciated  in  value  by  reason  of 
the  impairment  of  their  water  rights,  t>.is 
is  one  of  the  elements  to  be  considered  in 
assessing  damages  to  them.  The  proceed- 
ing, in  principle,  is  not  different  from  tlie 
proceeding  to  establish  a  public  road."  In 
the  Summers  Case  the  constitutionality  of 
the  statute  was  not  questioned.  As  was 
therein  indicated,  the  proceedings  under  the 
drainage  district  law,  in  so  far  as  they  re- 
late to  the  method  of  acquiring  a  right  of 
way  for  the  ditch,  are  essentially  those  of 
eminent  domain. 

The  following  authorities  are  called  to 
our  attention  by  counsel  for  the  appellants, 
in  support  of  their  contention  that  the  law 
is  unconstitutional:  "Independently  of  ex- 
press authority  given  by  the  Constitution, 
a  state  legislature  cannot  authorize  the  tak- 
ing of  private  property  for  a  merely  private 
use,  even  upon  making  compensation.  The 
doctrine  of  eminent  domain  is  that  private 
property  may  be  appropriated  to  public  use 
upon  compensation  being  made,  but  it  can- 
not be  taken  for  strictly  private  purposes 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  whether 
compensation  is  made  or  not.  The  assertion 
of  a  right  on  the  part  of  the  legislature  to 
take  the  property  of  one  citizen  and  trans- 
fer it  to  another,  even  for  a  full  compensa- 
tion, where  the  public  interest  is  not  pro- 
moted thereby,  is  claiming  a  despotic  power, 
and  one  inconsistent  with  every  just  princi- 
ple and  fundamental  maxim  of  a  free  gov- 
ernment." 16  Cyc  Law  &  Proc.  p.  578. 
"It  is  well  settled  that  the  legislature  has 
no  power  to  authorize  the  taking  of  private 
property  for  a  private  use,  without  the  own- 
er's consent."  Wisconsin  Water  Co.  v.  Wi- 
nans,  85  Wis.  26  20  L.K.A.  662,  39  Am.  St. 
Rep.  813,  54  N.  W.  1003. 

In  the  case'  «f  Re  Theresa  Drainage  Dist. 
90  Wis.  301,  63  K.  W.  288,  the  court  said: 
"It  is  settled  law  in  this  state  that  pri- 
vate property  can  be  taken  «n  invitum  for 
a  public  use  only.  For  a  private  use  it  can- 
not be  taken.  .  .  .  It  is  also  settled 
that  to  dig  ditches  or  drains  across  the 
lands  of  private  owners,  under  an  apparent 
legislative  authority,  is  a  taking  of  the 
lands.     .    .    ,    The  question  presented  for 
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decision  is  whether  the  digging  of  the 
ditches  and  drains,  and  the  construction  of 
the  levees  and  other  works  contemplated  by 
the  statute,  ...  is  for  a  public  use. 
The  provision  of  the  statute  is:  'If  it  shall 
appear  to  the  court  that  the  proposed  drain 
or  drains,  ditch  or  ditches,  levee  or  levees, 
or  other  works,  is  or  are  necessary,  or  will 
be  useful  for  the  drainage  of  the  lands  pro- 
posed to  be  drained  thereby,  for  agricultur- 
al, sanitary,  or  mining  purposes,'  the  court 
shall  appoint  commissioners.  .  .  .  There 
is  in  the  entire  statute  no  expression  or  in- 
timation that  it  was  any  part  of  the  con- 
sideration upon  which  the  improvement 
should  be  authorized,  that  it  should  be 
either  necessary  or  desirable  to  promote  any 
public  interest,  convenience,  or  welfare.  No 
doubt,  such  an  improvement  may  be  useful 
to  some,  or  perhaps  many,  private  owners 
of  land,  by  way  of  increasing  the  usefulness 
and  value  of  their  I.inds.  But  that  is  mere- 
ly a  private  advantage.  It  interests  the 
public  only  indirectly  and  remotely,  in  the 
same  way  and  sense  in  which  the  public 
interest  is  advanced  by  the  thrift  and  pros- 
perity of  individual  citizens.  .  .  .  Some 
home  or  homes  might  be  made  more  cheer- 
ful or  more  4ieaUhful.  But  one  man's  prop- 
erty cannot  be  taken  to  make  another  man's 
home  more  cheerful  or  healthful.  It  is  only 
when  it  will  make  the  homes  of  the  public 
more  healthful  that  -any  man's  property 
can  be  taken  for  'sanitary  purposes.'  But 
It  is  urged  that  the  term  'sanitary  pur- 
poses' comprehends  and  imports  the  idea  of 
the  public  health.  If  so,  it  might  save  this 
statute."  The  court  then  proceeds  to  deter- 
mine that  the  words  "sanitary  purposes"  do 
not  indicate  that  the  use  intended  was  a 
public  one,  and  the  statute  is  declared  en- 
tirely invalid. 

In  Re  Tuthill,  103  N.  Y.  133,  49  L.R.A. 
781,  79  Am.  St.  Rep.  574,  67  N.  E.  303,  the 
court  said:  "It  is  an  ancient  principle 
which  entered  into  our  social  compact,  that 
the  use  for  which  private  property  may 
be  taken  must  be  a  public  one,  whether  the 
taking  be  by  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  em- 
inent domain,  or  by  that  of  taxation.  The 
sovereign  power  is  incapable  of  conferring 
any  right  to  interfere  with  private  property 
except  it  be  needed  for  public  objects.  To 
take  land  for  any  other  than  a  public  use, 
to  take  it  from  one  citizen,  and  to  transfer 
it  to  another,  even  for  full  compensation, 
would  be  to  violate  the  contract  by  which 
the  land  was  originally  granted  by  the  gov- 
ernment. .  .  .  The  state  Constitution 
from  the  beginning,  by  authorizing  the  ap- 
propriation of  private  property  for  public 
uae^  impliedly  declared  that,  for  any  other 
OM^  private  property  should  not  be  taken 
from  one  and  applied  to  the  private  use  of 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


another."  The  court  then  decided  that  the 
policy  of  the  state  of  New  York  had  never 
sanctioned  drainage  proceedings  such  as 
were  invloved  in  the  case  under  considera- 
tion, and  held  the  law  void.  The  learned 
judge  who  wrote  the  opinion  further  said: 
"But,  lacking  public  ends,  I  find  nothing  in 
the  past  political  history  of  the  state  which 
would  justify  laws  by  which  a  citizen  may 
be  authorized  to  take  the  property  of  his 
neighborj  by  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
eminent  domain,  for  a  purpose  which  is 
primarily  for  his  private  benefit.  Although, 
incidentally,  of  such  possible  benefit  gener- 
ally as  any  improvement  of  agricultural 
lands  would  result  in." 

In  the  case  of  Kinnie  ▼.  Bare,  68  Mich. 
625,  36  N.  W.  672,  the  supreme  court  of 
Alichigan  said,  relative  to  a  drainage  law: 
"Such  proceedings  can  be  authorized  by  the 
legislature  only  under  the  police  power  of 
the  state.  Drain  laws  which  take  from  the 
citizen  his  private  property  against  hia  will 
can  be  upheld  solely  upon  the  ground  that 
such  drains  are  necessary  for  the  public 
health.  They  proceed  upon  the  basis  that 
low,  wet,  and  marshy  lands  generate  ma- 
laria, causing  sickness  and  danger  to  the 
health  and  life  of  the  people;  that  when 
they  are  of  such  character  as  to  injure  the 
health  of  the  community,  they  become  and 
are  public  nuisances,  which  ought  to  b« 
abated,  and  the  legislature  have  the  right 
under  the  police  power,  inherent  in  every 
government,  to  protect  the  people  from 
plague  and  pestilence,  and  to  preserve  the 
public  health.  But  drainage  for  the  pur- 
pose of  private  advantage,  such  as  improv- 
ing the  quality  of  the  land,  or  rendering 
it  more  productive  or  fit  for  cultivation, 
cannot  ba  justified  under  the  police  power. 
Neither  public  convenience  nor  public  wel- 
fare, independent  of  considerations  of  the 
public  health,  will  justify  the  legislature  in 
the  enactment  of  laws  'for  the  construction 
and  maintenance  of  drains  and  the  assess- 
ment of  taxes  therefor.'  It  is  evident  that 
where  the  public  health  is  not  affected  by 
the  existence  of  low,  swampy  land,  the  only 
object  to  be  accomplished  by  their  drainage 
is  the  improvement  of  the  land  itself." 

In  the  case  of  Gifford  Drainage  Diet.  ▼. 
Shroer,  145  Ind.  672,  44  N.  E.  636,  the  su- 
preme court  of  Indiana  said:  "It  has  been 
uniformly  held  by  this  court  that  the  recla- 
mation of  wet  land,  and  the  drainage  of 
ponds  and  marshes,  is  of  public  utility,  and 
is  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  health  and 
welfare.  .  .  .  So  far  as  the  drainage  of 
wet  lands  will  promote  the  health  of  the 
public,  it  is  by  virtue  of  the  police  power  of 
the  state  that  the  authority  is  exercised  to 
enact  such  laws.  ...  It  is  settled  law 
in   this  state   that   the  legislature   has  no 
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power  under  the  Constitution  to  enact  a 
law  authorizing  one  person  to  improve  bis 
own  or  the  lands  of  another  by  draining  or 
otherwise,  and  compel  the  persons  benefited 
to  pay  therefor,  unless  the  public  is  also 
benefited  thereby.  .  .  .  Unless  a  gener- 
al law  in  this  state  for  the  drainage  of  viet 
lands  makes  proper  provision  for  tlie  deter- 
mination in  each  proceeding  of  the  question 
whether  the  particular  ditch  or  system  of 
drainage  will  be  of  public  utility,-  or  pro- 
mote the  public  health,  welfare,  and  conven- 
ience, it  will  Ix:  unconstitutional  and  void. 
.  .  .  Drainage  to  benefit  the  lands  for 
agricultural  purposes  alone  would  be  for  the 
purpose  of  private  gain  or  advantage,  and 
would  merely  subserve  private  interests, 
without  reference  to  those  of  the  public." 

We  have  quoted  thus  at  length  from  the 
foregoing  authorities  for  the  reason  that 
they  lay  down  the  rule  relied  upon  by  the 
appellants,  and  seem  to  illustrate  the  public 
policy  of  the  states  in  which  they  were  de- 
cided. Many  cases  may  be  found  which  lay 
down  the  general  rule  that  the  land  of  one 
person  cannot  be  taken  for  the  benefit  of 
another,  without  his  consent,  even  though 
adequate  compensation  be  tendered.  We  ap- 
prehend that  most  of  these  cases  relate  to 
proceedings  in  eminent  domain,  and  do  not, 
perhaps,  involve  exactly  the  same  principle 
as  that  found  in  cases  relating  to  the  power 
of  the  legislature  to  compel  a  landowner  to 
p.iy,  by  ta.xation,  for  the  special  benefits  ac- 
cruing to  him  on  account  of  a  public  im- 
provement affecting  a  community.  Many 
courts,  to,  have  declared  without  reserva- 
tion, as  did  the  Indiana  court  in  the  case 
last  cite:!,  that  drainage  of  lands  for  agri- 
cultural purposes  alone  would  be  for  the 
purpose  of  private  gain.  If  by  this  is 
meant  that  such  would  necessarily  be  the 
only  purpose  subserved,  we  cannot  agree 
with  the  statement.  The  words  "public  util- 
ity" are  used  throughout  the  opinion,  and 
perhaps  that  expression  is  intended  to  qual- 
ify the  language  we  have  quoted.  At  any 
rate,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  matter  of 
public  utility  should  be  given  great  con- 
sideration in  determining  whether  a  statute 
providing  for  a  system  of  drainage  for  agri- 
cultural purposes  is  constitutional.  As  was 
eaid  in  Re  Tuthill,  supra,  by  the  court  of 
appeals  of  New  York,  the  public  policy  of 
the  state,  as  evidenced  by  former  legislative 
enactments  and  decisions  of  the  courts,  may 
be  looked  to  in  order  to  determine  what 
has  theretofore  been  regarded  as  of  public 
utility. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  Fallbrook  Irrig.  Dist.  v.  Bradley,  1C4 
U.  S.  112-350,  41  L.  ed.  309-388.  37  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  56,  63,  said:  "It  is  obvious,  how- 
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ever,  that  what  is  a  public  use  frequently 
and  largely  depends  upon  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances surrounding  the  particular  sub- 
ject-matter in  regard  to  which  the  character 
of  the  use  is  questioned."  The  supreme 
court  of  New  Hampshire,  in  Great  Falls 
Mfg.  Co.  V.  Fernald,  47  N.  H.  444^59,  said: 
"It  very  clearly  appears  that,  in  the  legis- 
lation and  practice  of  the  province  and 
state,  it  bad  been  long  recognized,  and  was 
when  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  as  with- 
in the  general  scope  of  the  legislative  power 
to  authorize  private  property  to  be  taken  fcr 
the  purpose  of  erecting  and  improving  water 
power  in  the  streams  and  waters  of  the 
state,  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  legi-ih- 
ture,  the  public  good  required  it."  Judge 
Cooley,  in  his  work  on  Constitutional  Liuii- 
tationa,  7th  ed.  p.  768,  says:  "The  rcison 
of  the  case  and  the  settled  practice  of  free 
governments  must  be  our  guides  in  deter- 
mining what  is  or  is  not  to  be  r^arded  u 
a,  public  use,  and  that  only  can  be  considered 
such  where  the  government  is  supplying  its 
own  needs,  or  is  furnishing  facilities  for  its 
citizens  in  regard  to  those  matters  of  public 
necessity,  convenience,  or  welfare  which,  on 
account  of  their  peculiar  character,  and  the 
difficulty — perhaps  impossibilUy^-of  making 
provision  for  them  otherwise;  it  is  alike 
proper,  useful,  and  needful  for  the  govern- 
ment to  provide." 

It  is  for  the  courts  to  determine  and  de- 
cide whether  the  use  is  a  public  use.  O'Reil" 
ey  v.  Kankakee  Valley  Draining  Co.  ."2  Inil. 
169-185;  Logan  v.  Stogsdale,  123  Iiid.  372. 
8  L.R.A.  58,  24  N.  E.  135.  In  the  case  of 
Dayton  Gold  &  S.  Min.  Co.  v.  Seawell,  11 
Nev.  394,  the  court  held  that  the  declaration 
by  the  legislature  that  the  purposes  named 
in  the  act  under  consideration  were  "to  be 
for  the  public  use,  and  the  right  of  eminent 
domain  may  be  exercised  therefor,"  was  nut 
conclusive  upon  the  courts.  Chief  Justice 
Ilawley,  in  writing  the  opinion,  said,  how- 
ever: "But  in  this  connection  it  must,  »» 
we  think,  be  admitted  that,  although  the 
action  of  the  legislature  is  not  final,  its 
decision  upon  this  point  is  to  be  treated  by 
the  courts  with  the  consideration  which  is 
due  to  a  co-ordinate  department  of  the  state 
government."  In  that  ease  a  petition  had 
been  filed  by  the  relator,  a  mining  com- 
pany, against  the  respondent  as  a  district 
judge,  praying  for  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  determine  the  compensation  to 
be  paid  to  one  Waddell  for  a  strip  of  land 
which  the  mining  company  desired  to  ac- 
quire for  use  in  connection  with  its  opera- 
tions, by  virtue  of  an  act  "To  Encourage  the 
Mining,  Milling,  Smelting,  and  Other  Re- 
duction of  Ores  in  the  State  of  Xevada." 
Stat.  1875,  chap.  67.  The  respindent 
claimed  that  the  act  was   in  vi&lation  of 
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that  proTiaion  of  the  state  Constitution 
which  declared  that  no  person  should  be 
"deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property  with- 
out due  process  of  law;  nor  shall  private 
property  be  taken  for  public  use  without 
just,  compensation  having  been  first  made 
or  secured."  The  court  also  said:  "That 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  act  are  of 
vital  necessity  to  the  people  of  this  state 
cannot  be  denied;  that  mining  is  the  para- 
mount interest  of  the  state  is  not  ques- 
tioned; that  anything  which  tends  directly 
to  encourage  mineral  developments  and  in- 
crease the  mineral  resources  of  the  state  is 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  and  is  calcula- 
ted to  advance  the  general  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  the  people  of  this  state,  is  a  self- 
evident  proposition."  The  act  was  held  to 
be  valid. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  Fallbrook  Irrig.  Dist.  v.  Bradley,  supra, 
said:  "To  provide  for  the  irrigation  of 
lands  in  states  where  there  is  no  color  of 
necessity  therefor  within  any  fair  meaning 
of  the  term  .  .  .  might  be  regarded  by 
courts  as  an  improper  exercise  of  legislative 
will,  and  the  use  might  not  be  held  to  be 
public  in  any  constitutional  sense,  no  matter 
how  many  owners  were  interested  in  the 
scheme.  On  the  other  hand,  in  a  state  like 
California,  which  confessedly  embraces  mill- 
ions of  acres  of  arid  lands,  an  act  of  the 
legislature  providing  for  their  irrigation 
might  well  be  regarded  as  an  act  devoting 
the  water  to  a  public  use,  and  therefore  as 
a  valid  exercise  of  the  legislative  power. 
The  people  of  California  and  the  members 
of  her  legislature  must,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  be  more  familiar  with  the  facts  and 
circumstances  which  surround  the  subject, 
and  with  the  necessities  and  the  occasion 
for  the  irrigation  of  the  lands,  than  can 
anyone  be  who  is  a  stranger  to  her  soil. 
This  knowledge  and  familiarity  must  have 
their  duo  weight  with  the  state  courts  which 
are  to  pass  upon  the  question  of  public  use, 
in  the  light  of  the  facts  which  surround  the 
subject  in  their  own  state.  .  .  .  The  use 
for  which  private  property  is  to  be  taken 
must  be  a  public  one,  whether  the  taking  be 
by  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent 
domain  or  by  that  of  taxation. 
While  the  consideration  that  the  work  of 
irrigation  must  be  abandoned,  if  the  use  of 
the  water  may  not  be  held  to  be  or  con- 
stitute a  public  use,  is  not  to  be  regarded 
as  conclusive  in  favor  of  such  use,  yet  that 
fact  is  in  this  case  a  most  important  con- 
sideration. Millions  of  acres  of  land  other- 
wise cultivable  must  be  left  in  their  present 
arid  and  worthless  condition,  and  an  efTect- 
ual  obstacle  will  therefore  remain  in  the 
way  of  the  advance  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  state  in  material  wealth  and  prosperity. 
26  LJt.A.(N.S.) 


To  irrigate,  and  thus  to  bring  into  possible 
cultivation,  these  large  masses  of  otherwise 
worthless  lands,  would  seem  to  be  a  public 
purpose,  and  a  matter  of  public  interest  not 
confined  to  the  landowners,  or  even  to  any 
one  section  of  the  state.  The  fact  that  the 
use  of  the  water  is  limited  to  the  landowner 
is  not  therefore  a  fatal  objection  to  this 
legislation.  It  is  not  essential  that  the 
entire  community,  or  even  any  considerable 
portion  thereof,  should  directly  enjoy  or 
participate  in  an  improvement  in  order  tO' 
constitute  it  a  public  use.  .  .  .  The  case 
does  not  essentially  differ  from  that  of 
Hagar  v.  Reclamation  Dist.  No.  108,  111  U. 
S.  703,  28  L.  ed.  669,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  C63, 
where  this  court  held  that  the  power  of  the 
legislature  of  California  to  prescribe  a 
system  for  reclaiming  swamp  lands  was  not 
inconsistent  with  any  provision  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution.  The  power  does  not  rest 
simply  upon  the  ground  that  the  reclama- 
tion must  be  necessary  for  the  public  health. 
That  indeed  is  one  ground  for  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  state,  but  not  the  only  one.  Stat- 
utes authorizing  drainage  of  swamp  lands 
have  frequently  been  upheld  independently 
of  any  effect  upon  the  public  health,  as 
reasonable  regulations  for  the  general  ad- 
vantage of  those  who  are  treated  for  this 
purpose  as  owners  of  a  common  property — 
[citing]  Head  v.  Amoskeag  Mfg.  Co.  113 
U.  S.  9-22,  28  L.  ed.  889,  894,  5  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  441;  Wurts  v.  Hoagland,  114  U.  8. 
606,  611,  29  L.  ed.  220,  230,  5  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
1086;  Cooley,  Tox.  2d  ed.  617.  If  it  be 
essential  or  material  for  the  prosperity  of 
the  community,  and  if  the  improvement  be 
one  in  which  all  the  *landowners  have  to  a 
certain  extent  a  common  interest,  and  the 
improvement  cannot  be  accomplished  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  all,  or  neaily  all, 
of  such  owners,  by  reason  of  the  peculiar 
natural  condition  of  the  tract  sought  to  be 
reclaimed,  then  such  rrclamation  may  be 
made,  and  the  land  rendered  useful  to  all, 
and  at  their  joint  expense.  In  such  case  the 
absolute  right  of  each  individual  owner  of 
land  must  yield  to  a  certain  extent,  or  be 
modified  by  corresponding  rights  on  the  part 
of  other  owners  for  what  is  declared  upon 
the  whole  to  be  for  the  public  benefit.  Ir- 
rigation is  not  so  different  from  the  recla- 
mation of  swamps  as  to  require  the  applica- 
tion of  other  and  different  principles  to  the 
case." 

In  the  case  of  Head  t.  Amoskeag  Mfg.  Co.> 
above  cited,  the  court  said:  "The  statutes 
which  have  long  existed  in  many  states,  au- 
thorizing the  majority  of  the  owners  in 
severalty  of  adjacent  meadow  or  swamp 
lands,  to  have  commissioners  appointed  to 
drain  and  improve  the  whole  tract,  by  cut- 
ting ditches  or  otherwise,  and  to  assess  and 
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levy  tbo  amount  of  the  expense  upon  all 
the  proprietors  in  proportion  to  the  benefits 
received,  have  been  often  upheld,  independ- 
ently of  any  effect  upon  the  public  health, 
as  reasonable  regulations  for  the  general 
advantage  of  those  who  are  treated  for  this 
purpose  as  owners  of  a  common  property." 

In  Modesto  Irrig.  Dist.  v.  Tregea,  88  Cal. 
334-354,  26  Pac.  237,  242,'  it  was  said: 
"The  formation  of  irrigation  districts  is 
accomplished  by  proceedings  so  closely  anal- 
ogous to  those  prescribed  for  the  formation 
of  swamp  land  reclamation  districts  that  the 
decisions  with  respect  to  the  latter  are  au- 
thority as  to  the  former." 

In  the  case  of  Hagar  t.  Yolo  County,  47 
Cal.  222,  the  supreme  court,  in  1874,  said: 
"It  is  said,  however,  that  it  is  not  within 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  legislature 
to  compel  the  petitioner  to  reclaim  his  lands 
at  his  own  expense,  and  against  his  consent. 
But  we  think  the  power  of  the  legislature 
to  compel  local  improvements  which,  in  its 
judgment,  will  promote  the  health  of  the 
people  and  advance  the  public  good,  is  un- 
questionable. In  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
it  may  abate  nuisances,  construct  and  repair 
highways,  open  canals  for  irrigating  arid 
districts,  and  perform  many  other  similar 
acts  for  the  public  good,  and  all  at  the 
«xpen8e  of  those  who  are  to  be  chiefly  and 
more  immediately  benefited  by  the  improve- 
ment. .  .  .  But  we  need  not  rest  our 
4iecision  on  the  narrow  ground  that  this 
-is  strictly  a  local  improvement.  On  the 
«ontrary,  the  reclamation  of  the  vast  bodies 
«f  swamp  and  overflowed  land  in  this  state 
may  justly  be  regarded  as  a  public  improve- 
ment of  great  magnitude,  and  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  community." 

Again,  the  supreme  court  of  California, 
in  Turlock  Irrig.  Dist.  v.  Williams  (1888) 
76  Cal.  300,  18  Pac.  379,  said:  "The  results 
to  be  derived  from  a  drainage  law,  and  one 
which  has  for  its  purpose  the  irrigation  of 
immense  bodies  of  arid  lands,  must  neces- 
sarily be  the  same  as  respects  the  public 
good.  .  .  .  Such  a  general  scheme,  by 
which  immigration  may  be  stimulated,  the 
taxable  property  of  the  state  increased,  the 
relative  burdens  of  taxation  upon  the  whole 
people  decreased,  and  the  comfort  and  ad- 
vantage of  many  thriving  communities  sub- 
served, would  seem  to  redound  to  the  com- 
mon advantage  of  all  the  people  of  the  state, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent."  See  also 
Rutherford  v.  Maynes,  97  Pa.  78. 

Perhaps  the  most  instructive  case  to  be 
found  in  the  books  is  Re  Madera  Irrig. 
Dist.  Bonds  (1891),  92  Cal.  296,  14  L.R.A. 
755,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  106,  28  Pac.  272,  675, 
wherein  Mr.  Justice  Harrison  said,  among 
other  things:  "In  determining  whether  any 
particular  measure  is  for  the  public  advan- 
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tage,  it  is  not  necessary  to  show  that  the 
entire  body  of  the  state  is  directly  affected 
thereby,  but  it  is  sufficient  that  that  portioa 
of  the  state  within  the  district  provided  for 
by  the  act  shall  be  benefited  thereby.  .  .  . 
Those  portions  of  the  state  which  are  snb- 
ject  to  overflow,  and  those  which  require 
drainage,  as  well  as  those  which,  for  the 
purpose  of  development,  require  irrigation, 
fall  equally  within  the  purview  of  the  legis- 
lature and  its  authority  to  legislate  for  the 
benefit  of  the  entire  state  or  for  the  in- 
dividual district.  .  .  .  Whether  the  rec- 
lamation of  the  land  be  from  excessive 
moisture  to  a  condition  suitable  for  culti- 
vation, or  from  excessive  aridity  to  the  same 
condition,  the  right  of  the  legislature  to  au- 
thorize such  reclamation  must  be  upheld 
upon  the  same  principle,  viz.,  the  welfare  of 
the  public,  and  particularly  that  portion  of 
the  public  within  the  district  affected  by  the 
means  adopted  for  such  reclamation.  What- 
ever tends  to  an  increased  prosperity  of  one 
portion  of  the  state,  or  to  promote  its  ma- 
terial development,  is  for  the  advantage  of 
the  entire  state;  and  the  right  of  the  l^s- 
lature  to  make  provision  for  developing  the 
productive  capacity  of  the  state,  or  for  in- 
creasing facilities  for  the  cultivation  of  its 
soil  according  to  the  requirements  of  the 
different  portions  thereof,  is  upheld  by  its 
power  to  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  in 
affording  them  the  right  of  'acquiring,  pos- 
sessing, and  protecting  the  property'  which 
is  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Constitution. 
The  local  improvement  contemplated  by  such 
legislation  is  for'  the  benefit  and  general 
welfare  of  all  persons  interested  in  the 
lands  within  the  district,  and  is  a  local 
public  improvement.  This  principle  is  not 
contravened  by  the  fact  that  it  may  even 
operate  injuriously  upon  some  of  the  in- 
dividuals or  proprietors  of  land  within  the 
district,  or  by  the  fact  that  there  may  be 
some  who  for  personal  motives  may  wish  to 
resist  the  improvement."  See  also  Sisson 
T.  Buena  Vista  County,  128  Iowa,  442,  70 
L.R.A.  440,  104  N.  W.  454. 

Regarding  this  case  as  involving  an  im- 
portant principle  of  constitutional  law,  and 
one  of  peculiar  interest  to  all  of  the  com- 
paratively new  states  of  the  Union,  we  have 
quoted  at  length  from  the  decisions  of  the 
courts  of  other  states,  in  order  to  illustrate 
the  principle  seemingly  running  through  all 
of  the  cases,  that  the  constitutional  ques- 
tions involved  should  be  decided  in  the  light 
of  conditions  existing  in  the  particular  state. 
The  public  policy  of  the  different  states  has 
been  dictated  by  and  formulated  upon  such 
considerations.  Montana  has  been  a  state 
for  a  little  over  twenty  years,  and  her  public 
policy  has,  on  many  questions,  not  yet  been 
i  indicated.     It  is  bo  in  the  matter  of  the 
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reclamation  of  wet  or  gwampj  lands.  It 
will  not  do  to  say  that  the  enactment  of  the 
law  un3er  consideration  of  itself  indicates 
the  policy  of  the  state.  In  New  York  sim- 
ilar laws  were  declared  unconstitutional 
when  enacted,  and,  if  we  correctly  interpret, 
the  policy  of  the  state  was  thought  to  be 
indicated  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts, 
rather  than  by  the  acts  of  the  legislature. 
In  other  words,  the  courts  exercised  the  au- 
thority to  declare  what  was,  and  what  was 
not,  a  public  use.  But,  as  was  said  by 
Judge  Hawley  in  the  Nevada  case,  cited 
above,  considerable  weight  should  be  g^ven 
to  the  declaration  of  the  legislature  on  the 
subject.  Our  legislature  has  declared,  by 
implication,  that  the  reclamation  of  land 
for  agricultural  purposes  alone  may  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public.  Coupled  with  this 
declaration  is  another,  to  the  effect  that 
reclamation  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
health  may  be  accomplished  by  the  exercise 
of  the  police  power.  This  latter  has  always 
been  the  law,  as  we  understand  the  caaes, 
and  the  appellants  do  not  controvert  the 
soundness  of  the  principle  involved.  We  are 
not  advised  as  to  the  area  of  swamp  lands  in 
Montana.  But  we  feel  warranted  in  con- 
cluding, from  the  fact  that  the  legislature 
passed  the  law  under  consideration,  that 
there  are  substantial  portions  of  the  state 
which  require  reclamation  by  drainage.  The 
members  of  that  body,  coming,  as  they  do, 
from  all  parts  of  the  state,  should  be  more 
conversant  with  the  necessities  of  the  com- 
monwealth than  are  the  members  of  this 
court.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  law 
was  passed  with  a  sole  view  of  being  applied 
to  any  particular  locality.  The  Supreme 
Courts  of  the  United  States  and  of  Califor- 
nia have  declared  that  there  can  be,  in  prin- 
ciple, no  difference  between  a  drainage  rec- 
lamation law  and  a  law  providing  for  the 
irrigation  of  arid  lands.  That  the  greater 
portion  of  this  state  is  within  what  is  called 
the  arid  zone  is  a  well-known  fact.  We 
know,  of  course,  that  Montana  contains  no 
vast  areas  of  swamp  lands;  and  in  this  re- 
gard the  physical  situation  is  different  from 
that  upon  which  irrigation  laws  are  de- 
signed to  operate.  But  if  the  state  contains 
any  considerable  area  of  marshy  lands  to 
which  this  law  may  be  applied,  we  think  the 
principles  upon  which  the  two  kinds  of  rec- 
lamation laws  must  rest  for  their  validity 
are  the  same.  The  mere  fact  that  our  arid 
lands  are  greatly  in  excess  of  our  marsh 
landi  will  not  alter  the  situation  so  as  to 
necessitate  the  application  of  different  prin- 
ciples of  law  to  the  two  cases.  We  must 
presume  that  the  legislature  in  its  wisdom 
has  correctly  determined  that  the  state  con- 
tains marsh  lands  of  sufficient  area  to  war- 
rant the  conclusion  that  their  reclamation 
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by  drainage  will  redound  to  the  public  wel- 
fare, irrespective  of  any  consideration  of 
the  public  health.  The  tenth  legislative  as- 
sembly passed  a  law  providing  for  the  crea- 
tion and  organization  of  irrigation  districts 
(Laws  1007,  chap.  70;  title  10,  pt.  3,  Rev. 
Codes),  and  the  eleventh  legislative  assembly 
also  passed  an  act  to  provide  for  the  crea- 
tion, organization,  government,  and  exten- 
sion  of  irrigation  districts,  and  to  repeal, 
with  certain  reservations,  the  provisions  of 
§§  2300  to  2402,  both  inclusive  of  title  10, 
pt.  3,  of  the  Revised  Codes  (Laws  1000, 
chap.  144,  p.  254).  The  constitutionality  of 
these  acts  has  never  been  questioned  in  this 
court,  and  it  would  be  improper  to  directly 
consider  the  matter  at  this  time;  but  the 
passage  of  the  laws  indicates  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Montana  realize  the  necessity  for 
legislation  having  for  its  purpose  the  rec- 
lamation by  irrigation  of  the  vast  arid  areas 
of  the  state,  and  our  judicial  knowledge  en- 
ables up  to  say  that  such  legislative  enact- 
ments are  conducive  to  the  general  public 
welfare.  Bearing  in  mind,  then,  the  fact 
that,  physical  conditions  being  substantially 
the  same,  these  irrigation  laws  rest  for  their 
validity  upon  the  same  principles  as  do  laws 
for  the  drainage  of  marsh  lands,  we  cannot 
declare  the  driinage  district  law  invalid 
without  also  holding,  indirectly,  that  the  ir- 
rigation district  laws  are  also  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Montana,  for  years  past,  has  been  known 
to  the  world  as  a  great  mining  state,  and 
our  mining  industries  are  still  prosecuted 
on  a  gigantic  scale;  but  we  believe  statistics 
show  that  our  agricultural  development  in 
the  past  few  years  has  been  so  great  that 
the  products  thereof  now  exceed  in  value 
the  wealth  produced  by  our  mines.  While 
we  have  a  gross  area  of  almost  160,000 
square  miles,  there  are  in  the  state  great 
regions  of  mountainous  country  which,  it 
would  now  appear,  can  never  be  cultivated. 
Our  lands  that  are  suitable  for  agricultural 
purposes  are  being  settled  very  rapidly,  and 
the  legislative  and  executive  departments  of 
the  government  are  constantly  engaged  in 
commendable  and  successful  endeavor  to  at- 
tract immigration  to  the  state.  The  time 
has  come  when  public  policy  and  the  wel- 
fare of  the  whole  people  seem  to  demand 
that  all  available  portions  of  the  state 
should  be  made  productive.  In  the  early 
days  it  was  necessary,  on  account  of  the 
very  limited  development  of  our  agricultural 
resources,  to  bring  into  the  territory  and 
state  nearly  all  of  those  products  of  the 
soil  which  were  in  constant  daily  demand 
by  the  people.  We  produced  large  quanti- 
ties of  gold,  silver,  copper,  lead,  and  other 
valuable  metals,  and  raised  g^eat  herds  of 
cattle  and  sheep.    The  products  of  our  mines 
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and  ranges  were  Bhippcd  mostly  out  of  tlie 
state,  and  in  return  we  were  buyers  of  al- 
most everything,  save  cattle  and  sheep, 
raised  upon  a  farm.  This  system  necessi- 
tated the  expenditure  of  vast  sums  in  the 
aggregate  for  transportation,  and  the  price 
of  farm  products  was  correspondingly  high. 
This  condition  affected  all  of  the  people  in 
the  state.  To-day  great  lumbering  opera- 
tions are  being  carried  on;  our  mines  are 
in  operation;  new  fields  of  industry  are  con- 
stantly being  exploited;  our  cities  and 
towns  are  growing  in  population,  and,  in 
consequence,  our  home  market  is  increasing 
in  scope  and  demand.  It  is  plainly  to  the 
advantage  of  all  the  people  that  this  mar- 
ket should  be  supplied  from  within  our  own 
borders,  and,  as  we  think,  the  legislature 
has  very  wisely  inaugurated  a  system  of 
laws  by  which,  when  the  public  welfare  de- 
mands, every  available  acre  of  our  soil  may 
eventually  be  brought  to  a  state  of  produc- 
tiveness. We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  with 
reference,  of  course,  to  the  constitutional 
provisions  we  have  been  considering,  that 
the  so-called  dninage  district  law  is  a  valid 
and  constitutional  enactment,  not  only  as 
regards  that  portion  thereof  providing  that 
drains  may  be  constructed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public  health,  but  also  in  so  far  as  it 
provides  for  a  system  of  drainage  having  for 
its  object  the  improvement  and  reclamation 
of  agricultural  lands  for  the  public  good. 
While  it  is  true  that  the  law  may  possibly 
work  a  hardship  upon  an  individual  occa- 
sionally, and  may  perhaps  be  invoked  in  an 
attempt  to  advance  a  project  solely  for 
private  benefit,  and  not  for  the  public  wel- 
fare, these  are  considerations  for  the  leg- 
islative branch  of  the  government  to  deal 
with.  The  law  itself,  however,  seems  to 
provide  adequate  safeguards  against  its 
abuse. 

The  foregoing  disposition  of  the  main  con- 
stitutional question  raised  by  the  appellants 
makes  it  unnecessary  to  consider  tlie  second 
division  of  their  brief.  Their  third  conten- 
tion is,  as  we  understand,  that  the  law  can- 
not be  complied  with,  according  to  its  terms, 
in  such  a  way  as  to  give  persons  specially 
assessed  for  benefits  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard  before  the  assessment  is  finally  made. 
The  act  provides  that  the  drain  commission- 
er shall  include,  in  his  final  order  of  deter- 
mination establishing  the  drain,  "a  descrip- 
tion of  the  several  tracts  or  parcels  of  land 
to  be  assessed  for  benefits  in  the  construc- 
tion of  such  drain,  which  said  tracts  or  par- 
rels shall  constitute  the  special  assessment 
district;"  he  shall  give  ten  days'  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  letting  contracts  for 
the  construction  of  the  drain,  which  notice 
"shall  contain  a  description  of  the  several 
tracts  or  parcels  of  land  constituting  the 
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special  assessment  district,  .  .  .  and 
shall  also  state  that,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  such  letting,  or  at  such  other  time  and 
place  thereafter  to  which  the  county  drain 
commissioner  may  adjourn  the  same,  the 
assessments  for  benefits  and  the  lands  com- 
prised within  the  special  assessment  district 
shall  be  subject  to  review  for  at  least  one 
day.  ...  At  such  review  the  county 
drain  cmnmissioner  shall  bear  the  proofs 
and  allegations  of  all  parties  in  interest, 
and  shall  carefully  reconsider  and  review 
the  descriptions  of  land  comprised  within 
the  special  assessment  district,  the  several 
descriptions  assessed,  and  his  assessments  of 
benefits,  and  define  and  equalize  the  same 
as  may  seem  just  and  equitable."  It  is  then 
provided  that,  at  the  time  and  place  of  let- 
ting contracts,  and  before  receiving  any 
bids,  the  commissioner  shall  determine 
whether  "the  whole  of  the  per  cent  of  taxes 
to  be  spread  for  benefits"  shall  be  "assessed 
and  collected"  in  one  year  or  several  years. 
Such  determination  shall  be  made  then  and 
there,  and  publicly  announced  "for  the  in- 
formation of  the  bidders;"  and  the  commis- 
sioner shall  also  "then  and  there  announce, 
for  the  information  of  bidders,  the  per  cent 
of  tax  to  be  assessed  against  any  district  at 
large,  and  whether  in  his  opinion  it  shall  be 
necessary  to  divide  the  amount  thereof  into 
instalments."  While  the  language  employed 
by  the  legislature  is  not  very  clear  (indeed, 
it  has  since  been  amended),  we  think  it  is 
susceptible  of  but  one  construction,  and  that 
is:  The  commissioner  shall,  before  receiving 
bids,  describe  the  several  tracts  of  land 
which  in  his  judgment  should  be  assessed 
for  benefits,  and  then  ascertain  the  amounts 
of  the  several  assessments  after  he  has 
learned  what  the  cost  of  the  project  is  to  be. 
When  this  latter  determination  is  complete, 
an  opportunity  is  to  be  given  to  those  in- 
terested to  appear  and  be  heard.  This  hear- 
ing may  be  adjourned,  and,  at  the  same,  a 
review  may  be  had,  not  only  of  the  descrip- 
tions of  land  theretofore  included  in  the 
special  assessment  district,  but  also  of  the 
founts  of  the  assessments  for  benefits 
theretofore  made.  The  information  regard- 
ing the  commissioner's  determination  that 
the  special  assessments  and  the  per  cent  of 
tax  to  be  assessed  against  the  district  at 
large  are  to  be  paid  in  one  or  several  years 
is  expressly  stated  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  bidders;  but,  even  so,  both  matters 
might  properly  be  decided  by  the  commis- 
sioner before  any  bids  were  received,  without 
prejudiOl!  to  the  rights  of  other  interested 
parties.  It  is  not  necessary  to  know  the 
exact  amount  of  the  cost  of  the  drain  in 
order  to  make  such  a  decision. 

The  last  contention  of  the  appellnnta  i» 
that  the  act  is  unconstitutional  for  ths  rea- 
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son  that  it  violates  §  11,  art.  12,  supra,  g  4, 
art.  12,  and  §  3G,  art.  6,  of  the  state  Consti- 
tution. The  latter  two  sections  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Sec.  4  [article  12].  The  legislative  as- 
Bembljr  shall  not  levy  taxes  upon  the  inhab- 
itants or  property  in  any  county,  city,  town, 
or  municipal  corporation  for  county,  town, 
or  municipal  purposes,  but  it  may  by  law 
vest  in  the  corporate  authorities  thereof 
powers  to  assess  and  collect  taxes  for  such 
purposes." 

"Sec.  36  [article  5].  The  legislative  as- 
Bembly  shall  not  delegate  to  any  special  com- 
mission, private  corporation,  or  association, 
any  power  to  make,  supervise,  or  interfere 
with  any  municipal  improvement,  money, 
property,  or  effects,  whether  held  in  trust  or 
otherwise,  or  to  levy  taxes,  or  to  perform 
any  municipal  functions  whatever." 

Counsel's  printed  argument  is  that  the 
legislature  bad  no  authority  "to  confer  up- 
on the  drain  commissioner  such  large  and 
comprehensive  powers."  Many  cases  have 
been  called  to  our  attention  which,  it  is 
maintained,  uphold  the  contention  that  the 
law  is  invalid  in  this  regard.  While  we 
have  carefully  examined  all  of  them,  we 
shall  not  attempt  to  analyie  or  distinguish, 
but  shall  express  our  views  on  this  branch 
of  the  case,  in  the  light  of  authorities  which 
seem  to  us  to  be  founded  in  reason  and  to 
embody  correct  principles  of  law. 

We  suppose  it  will  not  be  questioned  that 
a  system  of  drainage  instituted  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  public  at  large,  that  improves  and 
makes  susceptible  of  cultivation  a  large  area 
of  ground,  will  be  of  direct  and  peculiar 
benefit  to  the  individual  owners  of  the 
ground.  Judge  Cooley,  in  his  work  on  Taxa- 
tion, 3d  ed.  vol.  2,  p.  1153,  says:  "Special 
assessments  are  a  peculiar  species  of  taxa- 
tion, standing  apart  from  the  general  bur- 
dens imposed  for  state  and  municipal  pur- 
poses, and  governed  by  principles  that  do 
not  apply  universally.  .  .  .  Special  as- 
sessments .  .  .  are  made  upon  the  as- 
sumption that  a  portion  of  the  community 
is  to  be  specially  and  peculiarly  benefited  in 
the  enhancement  of  the  value  of  property 
peculiarly  situated  as  regards  a  contem- 
plated expenditure  of  public  funds;  and,  in 
addition  to  the  general  levy,  they  demand 
that  special  contributions,  in  consideration 
of  the  special  benefit,  shall  be  made  by  the 
persons  receiving  it.  .  .  .  (Page  IISG.) 
Assessments  being  a  peculiar  species  of  tax- 
ation, there  must  be  special  authority  of 
law  for  imposing  them.  .  .  .  (Page 
1158.)  No  decision  has  ever  undertaken  to 
enumerate  the  coses  in  which  special  as- 
sessments are  admissible.  .  .  .  The  fol- 
lowing public  purposes  have  been  held  to 
justify  special  burdens  in  return  for  special 
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benefits.  .  .  .  (Page  11C8.)  Tlie  ex- 
pense of  constructing  drains  in  order  to  re- 
lieve swamps,  marshes,  and  other  low  lands 
of  their  stagnant  water  is  usually  provided 
for  by  special  assessments.  .  .  .  The 
special  benefits  from  the  enhancement  of 
values  must  accrue  mainly  to  the  owners  of 
the  lands  drained,  who  ought,  therefore,  to 
bear  the  expense.  But  the  authority  to  levy 
assessments  for  draining  lands,  upon  no 
other  considerations  than  such  as  pertain  to 
the  improvement  of  the  land  as  property, 
must,  it  would  seem,  be  confined  within  lim- 
ited bounds.  .  .  .  But  where  any  con- 
siderable tract  of  land  owned  by  different 
persons  is  in  a  condition  precluding  culti- 
vation, by  reason  of  excessive  moisture 
which  drains  would  relieve,  it  may  well  be 
said  that  the  public  have  such  an  interest 
in  the  improvement,  and  the  consequent  ad- 
vancement of  the  general  interest  of  the 
locality,  as  will  justify  the  levy  of  assess- 
ments upon  the  owners  for  drainage  pur- 
poses. Such  a  case  would  seem  to  stand  up- 
on the  same  solid  ground  with  assessments 
for  levee  purposes,  which  have  for  their  ob- 
ject to  protect  lands  from  falling  into  a  like 
conditon  of  uselessness." 

The  foregoing  excerpts  from  the  text  ot 
.Judge  Cooley's  work  are  amply  supported 
by  the  authorities  found  in  the  footnotes, 
from  some  of  which  we  have  already  quoted. 
Many  others  may  be  found  in  the  books. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  the  authority  of  the 
legislature  to  provide  for  and  compel  local 
improvements  which  in  its  judgment  will 
promote  the  health  of  the  whole  people,  and 
advance  the  public  good,  cannot  be  doubted. 
Hagar  v.  Yolo  County,  47  Cal.  222.  Assum- 
ing, then,  that  this  power  exists,  how  may 
it  be  exercised?  The  authority  to  compel 
the  improvement  necessarily  comprehends 
the  authority  to  compel  payment  therefor. 
"That  these  assessments  are  an  exercise  of 
the  taxing  power  has  over  and  over  again 
been  affirmed,  until  the  controversy  must 
be  regarded  as  closed."  2  Cooley,  Ta.xn.  3d 
ed.  p.  1181.  The  same  author,  at  page  1201 
of  his  work,  says:  "It  is  safe  to  assume,  as 
the  result  of  the  cases,  that  the  constitu- 
tional provisions  refer  solely  to  state  tax- 
ation, or,  when  they  go  further,  to  the  gen- 
eral taxation  for  state,  county,  and  munici- 
pal purposes;  and,  though  assessments  are 
laid  under  the  taxing  power,  and  are  in  a 
certain  sense  taxes,  yet  that  they  are  a 
peculiar  class  of  taxes,  and  not  within  the 
meaning  of  that  term  as  it  is  usually  em- 
ployed in  our  Constitutions  and  statutes." 
in  the  case  of  HoUey  v.  Oranjfe  County,  100 
Cal.  420,  39  Pac.  790,  it  was  held  that  a 
proviso  in  a  statute  that  no  tax  should  be 
levied  upon  any  district  until  the  propo- 
sition had  been  submitted  to  the  qualified 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MONTANA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Jas- 


elcctorg  applied  onljr  to  such  taxes  as  were 
levied  upon  property  upon  the  ad  Talorem 
principle,  as  prescribed  by  the  Constitution, 
and  had  no  application  to  assessments  where 
the  charge  was  upon  the  property  benefited, 
and  was  fixed  in  proportion  to  the  benefits 
received.  In  the  case  of  Raleigh  v.  Peace, 
110  N.  C.  32,  17  L.R.A.  330,  14  S.  E.  521, 
it  was  held  that,  while  special  assessments 
for  local  benefit  are  taxes  in  a  general  sense, 
in  that  the  authority  to  levy  them  must  be 
derived  from  the  legislature,  they  are  ne^-er- 
theless  not  to  be  considered  as  taxes  falling 
within  the  restraints  imposed  by  the  Con- 
stitution, although  the  principle  of  uniform- 
ity governs  both.  The  supreme  court  of 
Tennessee,  in  Reelfoot  Lake  Levee  Dist.  v. 
Dawson,  07  Tenn.  151,  34  L.R.A.  72S,  36  S. 
W.  1041,  used  this  language:  "It  could 
serve  no  valuable  purpose  for  us,  at  this 
time,  to  review,  or  even  cite,  the  numerous 
adjudged  cases  on  this  vexed  question.  Our 
examination  of  them  justifies  full  concur- 
rence with  Judge  Cooley,  in  the  statement 
that  the  great  weight  of  authority,  for  one 
reason  and  another,  favors  the  distinction 
insisted  upon  by  the  complainants  in  this 
case;  nevertheless,  it  must  be  confessed  that 
the  adjudications  found  to  be  in  the  minor- 
ity are  not  without  support  in  sound  rea- 
soning." The  court  then,  following  a  former 
Tennessee  case,  adhered  to  the  minority 
view.  The  supreme  court  of  Alabama  in 
Birmingham  v.  Klein,  89  Ala.  461,  8  L.R.A. 
369,  7  So.  386,  said:  "By  the  very  terms 
employed  throughout  the  article  [of  the 
Constitution],  the  taxes  or  taxation,  wheth- 
er state,  county,  or  municipal,  are  those 
which  make  up  the  general  revenues  of  the 
one  or  the  other  political  division,  as  the 
case  may  be;  revenues  which  come  from  all 
the  property  in  the  territory,  and  go  to 
defray  general  governmental  expenditures, 
as  distinguished  from  special  outlays  to  pro- 
vide for  purely  local  exigencies.  .  .  . 
The  authorities  almost  universally  take  such 
an  imposition,  though  confessedly  laid  under 
the  taxing  power,  out  of  the  category  of 
taxes  and  taxation,  as  those  terms  are  em- 
ployed in  organic  limitations  on  legislative 
power  to  levy,  or  authorize  the  levying  of, 
taxes,  and  in  general  statutes."  See  also 
Farrar  v.  St.  Louis,  80  Mo.  370. 

As  our  state  Constitution  is  simply  a  lim- 
itation upon  the  powers  of  the  legislature 
(see  Evers  v.  Hudson,  36  Mont.  13S,  92  Pae. 
462),  it  necessarily  follows  that  the  gener- 
al power  to  enact  taxation  laws,  inherent  in 
all  government,  remains  in  that  body,  in  the 
absence  of  limitations  found  in  the  organic 
law.  Where  no  such  limitation  is  found,  the 
legislative  assembly  has  all  power. .  We  are 
of  opinion,  therefore,  in  the  light  of  the 
frreat  weight  of  authority  and  what  seems  to 
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us  to  be  the  better  reasoning  on  the  subject, 
that  assessments  for  local  improvements  are 
not  prohibited  by  our  Constitution.    Recur- 
ring for  a  moment   to   the  matter  of  the 
general  welfare  of  the  people,  it  seems  to  us 
that  the  ruling  here  expressed  is   for  the 
best   interests  of   the   state   at    large,  and 
conducive  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  agricnl- 
tural,  as  well  as  the  urban,  portions  of  the 
commonwealth.    Any  other  rule  of  construc- 
tion would  result  in  retarding  the  develop- 
ment, not  only  of  our  agricultural  resources, 
but  of  our  cities  and  towns  as  well. 
.   Again  it  is  contended  that  the  legislative 
assembly  had  ito  authority  to  confer  upon 
the  county  drain  commissioner  the  powers 
specified  in  the  act.    It  is  argued  that  S$  4 
and  11  of  article  12  of  the  Constitution  ab- 
solutely  limit   the   exercise  of   the   taxing 
power   to   corporate    authorities,   and   that 
§  36  of  article  5  prohibits  the  legislatnre 
from   conferring  the   power  to   levy   taxes 
upon   the   drain   commissioner.     Cases  are 
cited  in  the  brief  which  it  is  claimed  uphold 
counsel's   position.     But   in  our  judgment 
this  latter  constitutional  provision  has  no 
bearing  upon  the  law  under  consideration. 
The  supreme  court  of  California  in  Re  Ma- 
dera Irrig.  Dist.  Bonds  (1891)  02  Cal.  296, 
14  L.R.A.  756,  27  Am.  St  Rep.  106,  28  Pac. 
272,  said:  "The  members  of  the  two  houses 
are  the  constitutional  agents  of  tne  public 
will    in   every   district  or   locality   of   the 
state,  and  they  may  therefore  so  arrange  the 
powers  to  be  given  and  executed  therein  as 
convenience,  the  efficiency  of  administration, 
and  the  public  good  may  seem  to  require, 
by  committing  some  functions  to  local  juris- 
dictions already  established,  or  by  establish- 
ing local  jurisdictions  for  that  purpose."    In 
People  ex  rel.  Wilson  v.  Salomon,  61  111. 
37,  the  supreme  court  of  Illinois  said:  "The 
Constitution  nowhere  commits  corporate  ob- 
jects or  purposes  irrevocably  to  authorities 
now  existing,  nor  does  it  prohibit  the  com- 
mittal of  them  to  such  corporate  authority 
as  may  be  called  into  life  by  the  same  law 
which  creates  the  subject  and  commits  it  to 
tKeir  jurisdiction."     We  have  no  doubt  of 
the  correctness  of  the  general  rules  of  law 
thus  laid  down,  and  may  rest  our  decision 
on  this  branch  of  the  case  upon  principles 
analogous  to  those  indicated,  supplemented 
by  our  organic  law  and  the  provisions  of  the 
act  under  consideration.    Section  6,  art.  16, 
of  the  Constitution  is  as  follows:  "The  leg- 
islative assembly  may  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion or  appointmcni  of  such  other  county, 
township,  precinct,  and  municipal  officers  as 
public  convenience  may  require,  and  their 
terms  of  office  shall  be  as  prescribed  by  law, 
not  in  any  case  to  exceed  two  years,  except 
as  in  this  Constitution  otherwise  provided." 
Section  3  of  the  drainage  diatrict  law  pro- 
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vides  that  the  board  of  county  commission- 
«T8  of  each  organized  county  in  the  state 
which  may  desire  to  avail  itself  of  the  bene- 
fits of  the  act  shall  appoint  one  drain  com- 
missioner. This  ofiBcer  is  thereafter  referred 
to  as  the  county  drain  oonimiseioner,  and 
hi*  term  of  office  is  fixed  at  two  years.  The 
law  then  provides  that  the  amounts  of  the 
assessments  shall  be  collected  through  the 
agency  of  the  regular  county  officers.  We 
have  then  a  case  in  which  the  legislature 
has  availed  itself  of  the  ordinary  machinery 
of  the  county  government,  supplemented  by 
the  appointment  of  one  additional  officer,  for 
the  ptirpose  of  carrying  the  law  into  effect. 
We  find  no  constitutional  objection  to  this. 
See  Re  Senate  Bill,  12  Colo.  188,  21  Pac. 
481;  State  ex  reL  Quintin  v.  Edwards,  38 
Mont.  250,  99  Pac.  940.  In  fact,  it  appears 
to  us  to  be  an  expeditious  and  inexpensive 
method  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
law.  See  2  Cooley,  Taxn.  3d  ed.  pp.  1237, 
1238. 

Having  decided  that  the  legislature  had 
the  power  to  provide  for  a  system  of  drain- 
age for  the  purpose  of  reclaiming  agricul- 
tural lands,  when  such  drainage  is  conducive 
to  the  general  public  welfare,  and  that  the 
special  assessments  therefor  are  not  taxes  in 
the  sense  in  which  that  word  is  used  in  the 
Constitution  and  general  statutes,  there 
must  of  necessity  be  gome  legal  method  of 
carrying  forward  the  legislative  will  that 
such  law  should  be  put  into  useful  opera- 
tion. This  law  provides  that,  upon  filing 
the  application  for  the  drain  with  the  com- 
missioner, he  shall  first  examine  the  rule 
of  the  proposed  drain,  and  determine  wheth- 
er in  his  opinion  it  is  necessary  and  condu- 
cive to  the  improvement  or  reclamation  of 
agricultural  lands,  public  health,  conven- 
ience, or  welfare  that  the  application  should 
be  granted.  And  "if,  within  twenty  days 
after  the  making  of  such  first  order  of  de- 
termination, all  the  persons  through  whose 
lands  the  proposed  drain  is  to  pass  shall 
not  have  executed  a  release  of  the  right  of 
way,  and  all  damages  on  account  thereof, 
the  county  drain  commissioner  shall,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  make  application  to  the  dis- 
trict court  .  .  .  for  the  appointment  of 
three  disinterested  commissioners  .  .  . 
to  determine  the  necessity  therefor,  and  for 
the  taking  of  private  property  for  the  use 
and. benefit  of  the  public  for  the  purpose 
thereof,  and  the  just  compensation  to  be 
made  therefor."  These  commissioners  "shall 
be  sworn  ...  to  well  and  truly  deter- 
mine the  necessity  for  such  drain,  and  the 
taking  of  private  property  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  public  for  the  purpose  there- 
of, and  the  just  compensation  to  be  paid 
therefor."  In  case  the  special  commission- 
er* shall  decide  that  the  drain  is  unneces- 
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sary,  the  proceedings  must  be  dismissed. 
Every  reasonable  safeguard  appears  to  have 
been  provided  for  the  protection  of  the  tax- 
payer against  arbitrary  action  on  the  part 
of  the  authorities. 

No  constitutional  provision  has  been 
called  to  our  attention  which,  in. our  judg- 
ment, in  any  way  limits  the  general  power 
^f  the  legislative  assembly  to  enact  laws, 
and  we  therefore  hold  that  the  court  below 
was  correct  in  declaring  this  law  valid. 

The  judgment  and  order  appealed  from 
are  affirmed. 

Brantly,  Ch.  J.,  and  HoUoway,  J.,  con- 
cur. 


OHIO  SITPRKSIE  COURT. 

MAUMEE  VALLEY  RAILWAYS  &  LIGHT 
COMPANY,  Impleaded,  etc.,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

IRA  MONTGOMERY. 

(81  Ohio  St.  426,  91  N.  E.  181.) 

Carrier  —  Injury  to  passenger  —  negU- 
gonce  of  lessee  carrier. 

1.  A  common  carrier,  being  the  owner  of 
its  track,  is  liable  to  its  passenger  for  an 
injury  received  in  a  collision  between  its 
car  and  the  car  of  another  carrying  com- 
pany which  it  admits  to  the  joint  use  of 
its  track,  though  the  collision  may  result 
wholly  from  the  negligence  of  the  latter 
company. 

Same  —  right  to  Joint  action.  ■ 

2.  In  such  case,  the  liability  of  the  own- 
ing company  for  the  breach  of  its  contract 
of  carriage,  and  that  of  the  other,  for  its 
negligence,  may  be  enforced  in  the  same  ac- 
tion, and  the  fact  should  be  so  determined 
by  interrogatories  or  special  findings  that 
liability  for  compensation  to  the  injured 
passenger  may  ultimately  rest  upon  the 
company  whose  negligence  occasioned  the 
injury. 

(February  23,  1910.) 

Headnotes  by  the  Coubt. 


\ote.  —  Carrier's  UdbiUty  for  injury  to 
its  passenger  through  negligetice  of 
another  company  which  U  perniito  to 
use  its  tracTcs. 

A  railroad  company  owning  the  road  up- 
on which  it  was  running  a  car  in  which  a 
passenger  was  injured  by  a  collision  is  lia- 
ble for  such  injury  although  the  collision 
mis  caused  by  the  fault  of  another  train 
run  by  its  permission,  by  another  company, 
on  the  same  road.  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Barron,  6  Wall.  90.  18  L.  ed.  691;  Big 
Sandy  A  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Blankenship  (Ky.)  118 
S.  W.  315;  Big  Sandy  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Blank- 
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ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Lucas 
County  to  review  a  judgment  reveriiing 
a  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Common  Fleas 
in  favor  of  defendant  Maumee  Valley  Rail- 
ways &  Light  Company,  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  personal  in- 
juries alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  de- 
fendants' negligence.     Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Shanck,  J.: 

Montgomery  brought  suit  in  the  court  of 
common  pleas  against  the  Maumee  Valley 
Railways  &  Light  Company  and  the  Toledo 
Urban  &.  Interurban  Railway  Company  to 
recover  on  account  of  personal  injuries  sus- 
tained by  him  while  a  passenger  on  a  car 
owned  by  the  Maumee  Valley  Company;  the 
injury  being  occasioned  by  a  collision  be- 
tween two  electric  cars,  one  owned  and  op- 
erated by  each  of  the  companies,  upon  a 
track  owned  by  the  Maumee  Company,  and 
used  by  both  companios  in  the  operation  of 
their  traction  cars  unaer  a  running  arrange- 
ment which  we  do  not  find  stated  in  detail 
in  the  record.  In  his  petition,  the  plaintiff 
charged  that  both  cars  were  operated  negli- 
gently, and  that  that  negligence  combined 
to  cause  the  collision  in  which  he  was  in- 
jured. Both  companies,  in  their  separate 
answers,  admitted  the  joint  uee  of  the  track 
owned  by  tlie  Maumee  Company,  that  a  col- 
lision between  their  cars  occurred,  and  that 
the  plaintiff  sustained  some  injuries.  Each 
denied  the  allegations  of  negligence  ag.-.inst 
it.  On  the  trial,  evidence  was  introduced 
tending  to  show  negligence  of  both  compa- 
nies. Thfe  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  favor 
of  Montgomery  against  the  Urban  &  Inter- 
urban Company,  but  in  favor  of  the  Maumee 
Valley  Company.  Motions  for  a  new  trial 
were  filed  and  overruled,  and  judgment  was 
entered  upon  the  verdict.  On  petition  in  er- 
ror, as  shown  by  its  record,  the  circuit  court 
reversed  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  for  error  in  refusing  to  give  the 
following  instruction  which  was  requested: 


"If  the  jury  find  from  the  evidence  that 
the  Toledo  Urban  &  interurban  Bailway 
Company  ran  its  car  over  the  tracks  ol  the 
Maumee  Valley  Railways  &  Light  Compuj 
with  the  permission  or  the  knowledge  of 
the  Maumee  Valley  Railways  A,  Light  Com- 
pany, then  the  said  the  Maumee  Valley  Rail- 
ways &  Light  Company  would  be  respoii'^iUe 
for  accidents  caused  to  passengers  which  it 
itself  carries,  by  the  negligence  of  the  aerr- 
ants  or  agents  of  the  other  company  so  nm- 
ning  its  cars  over  its  track  by  its  permiaaioo 
or  with  its  knowledge." 

The  circuit  court  also  specified  as  error, 
on  account  of  which  it  reversed  the  jadg- 
ment,  the  following  portions  of  the  iDStrue- 
tions  given  by  the  common  pleas  jndge  to 
the  jury: 

"The  servants  of  the  Ma^imee  Valley  Rail- 
ways &  Light  Company,  in  operating  the 
car  upon  which  plaintiff  was  riding,  were 
not  bound  to  foresee  or  anticipate  any  neg- 
ligent act  on  the  part  of  the  employees  of 
the  car  of  the  Toledo  Urban  &  Intenirbai 
Railway  Company,  and  if  the  jury  find  ttiit 
the  car  of  the  Maumee  Valley  Railways  k 
Light  Company  had  come  to  a  stop  before 
the  collision,  and  the  jury  shall  further  C:  < 
that  the  collision  so  occun-ed  by  reason  o. 
a  failure  on  the  part  of  an  employee  or  em- 
ployees of  the  Toledo  Urban  &  Interurh3.i 
Railway  Company  to  use  that  degree  of  care 
which  ordinarily  prudent  persons  under  like 
or  similar  circumstances  wculd  have  vsei, 
then  you  are  instructed  that  your  verdict 
should  be  in  favor  of  the  defendant  'he 
Maumee  Valley  Railways  &,  Light  Com- 
pany." 

"The  jury  are  instructed  as  a  matter  of 
law  that,  in  determining  your  verdict  >i 
this  case,  you  should  not  hold  the  (defendant 
the  Maumee  Valley  Railways  &  Light  Com- 
pany liable  for  any  acts  of  negligence  «h!cii 
you  may  find  have  been  committed  by  the 
defendant  the  Toledo  Urban  &  Intenirboa 
Railway  Company.    You  should  not  charge 


enship,  133  Ky.  438,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)    346, 
ne  S.  W.  316;  Mavmee  Vaixet  R.  &  LiQMT 

Co.  V.  MONTQOMEBT. 

The  fact  that  the  negligent  company 
which  caused  the  collision  was  in  the  hands 
of,  and  being  operated  by,  a  receiver,  does 
not  change  the  rule.  Denver  &.  R.  G.  R. 
Co.  V.  Roller,  49  L.R.A.  77,  41  C.  C.  A.  22, 
100  Fed.  738. 

In  Eaton  v.  Boston  &  L.  R.  Co.  11  Allen 
500,  87  Am.  Dec.  730,  it  appeared  that  three 
railroads,  by  an  agreement  authorized  by 
statute,  were  using  a  common  track;  that 
the  driver  of  a  wagon  negligently  allowed 
the  wheels  of  the  wagon  to  get  caught  be- 
tween the  rails  and  the  planking  outside 
the  limits  of  the  highway,  which  necessi- 
tated the  stopping  of  the  defendant's  train, 
on  which  plaintiff  was  a  passenger;  that 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


while  in  this  position,  the  train  of  another 
company  negligently  ran  into  defend^mt't 
train,  thereby  injuring  plaintiff.  It  vaa 
held  that  defendant  could  not  escape  lia- 
bility for  injuries  occasioned  by  Arnngfi- 
ments  with  other  roads,  to  which  it  as- 
sented, by  which  the  safety  of  its  passen- 
gers was  endangered. 

See  also  Georgia  P.  R.  Co.  y.  Undersro-^ 
90  Ala.  49,  24  Am.  St  Rep.  750,  8  So.  lit, 
in  which  it  was  held  that  a  carrier  waa 
liable  for  an  injury  caused  by  a  collisiou 
due  to  the  leaving  of  a  loaded  car  on  a  spur 
track,  in  dangerous  proximity  to  the  main 
track,  by  a  party  who  was  permitted  to 
take  charge  of  the  empty  cars,  left  on  the 
spur  track  for  his  use.  and  pn^h  them  to 
the  place  where  they  were  londed  with  eool, 
and  push  them  back  again. 
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the  defendant  the  Maumee  Valley  Railways 
A  Light  Company  in  thin  case  with  any  act 
or  omission  or  any  mistake  which  you  find 
from  the  evidence  was  committed  by  the  de- 
fendant the  Toledo  Urban  &  Interurban 
Eailway  Company,  or  its  servants." 

The  same  view  of  the  liabilities  of  the 
companies  is  expressed  in  other  portions  of 
the  charge,  because  of  which  the  circuit 
«ourt  reversed  the  judgment.  The  circuit 
-court,  upon  reversing  the  judgment,  remand- 
«d  the  cause  to  the  court  of  common  pleas 
for  a  new  trial. 

Messrs.  Smith  &  Baker  for  plaintiff  in 
«rror. 

Messrs.  John  R.  Kelly  and  Ashton  H. 
Coldham  for  defendant  in  error. 

Messrs.  IJloyd  &  Rettig  and  King, 
Tracy,  Chapman,  &  Welles  for  Interur- 
ban Company. 

Sbanck,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  view  which  the  trial  judge  consist- 
ently presented  to  the  jury,  both  in  giving 
instructions  and  refusing  instructions  re- 
quested, was  that  each  of  the  companies  was 
liable  to  the  plaintiff,  Montgomery,  if  his 
•injury  was  caused  by  its  negligence  or  the 
negligence  of  its  servants,  but  that  neither 
company  was  liable  on  account  of  the  neg- 
ligence of  aeivants  of  the  other.  With  re- 
«peet  to  the  Maumee  Company,  it  is  to  be 
observed  that  it  was  the  carrier  of  Mont- 
gomery at  the  time  of  the  collision  which 
resulted  in  his  injury,  and  it  was  the  owner 
of  the  track  upon  which  the  collision  oc- 
curred. According  to  the  view  which  led  to 
the  judgment  in  its  favor  in  the  court  'of 
common  pleas,  it  is  witliout  liability  to 
its  own  passenger  on  account  of  injuries 
which  he  sustained  in  a  collision  which  re- 
eulted  wholly  from  the  negligent  opetation 
of  a  car  belonging  to,  and  operated  by,  an- 
other carrier,  which  it  had  admitted  to  the 
joint  use  of  its  track.  That  view  is  not  con- 
sistent with  either  the  considerations  in- 
volved or  the  adjudicated  cases.  The  ele- 
ments of  care  involved  in  the  contract  of 
carriage  embrace  all  conditions  which  af- 
fect the  passenger's  safety.  They  extend  to 
the  permitted  use  or  occupation  of  the  car- 
rier's track,  not  less  distinctly  than  to  the 
condition  of  the  track,  or  to  the  operation 
of  the  carrier's  own  cars.  No  principle  is 
suggested  which  would  afford  immunity  to 
the  owning  carrier  from  the  liability  for 
the  negligence  of  its  licensee  in  a  case  of 
this  character.  That  there  is  no  such  im- 
munity has  been  held  in  numerous  cases, 
among  which  are:  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Barron,  5  Wall.  90,  18  L.  ed.  591;  Dela- 
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ware,  L.  &  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Salmon,  39  N.  J.  L. 
299,  23  Am.  Rep.  214;  Jefferson  v.  Chicago 
4  N.  W,  R.  Co.  117  Wis.  549,  94  N.  W. 
289;  Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  Ellett,  132  111.  654, 
24  N.  E.  559.  The  case  under  consideration, 
and  the  cases  citei,  are  quite  readily  dis- 
tinguished from  those  oases  in  which  a  com- 
pany owning  a  track,  and  leasing  it  to  an- 
other company,  for  the  exclusive  operation 
of  trains  and  cars  thereon,  itself  wholly 
ceases  to  operate  cars  and  trains.  In  such 
a  case  the  question  here  presented  could  not 
arise. 

It  is  urged  upon  our  attention  that  the 
petition  does  not  all^;e,  and  the  evidence 
does  not  tend  to  show,  any  act  of  negligence 
participated  in  by  both  of  the  companies 
joined  in  the  action.  But  the  companies 
voluntarily  entered  into  such  relations  that 
the  negligence  of  either  might  have  caused 
the  collision  in  which  Montgomery  was  in- 
jured, or  it  might  have  been  caused  by  the 
negligence  of  both.  It  might  have  result- 
ed from  the  sole  negligence  of  the  Inter- 
urban Company,  with  a  liability  against  it 
upon  that  ground,  with  a  concurrent  lia- 
bilitj'  of  the  Maumee  Company  because  of 
the  breach  of  its  contract  of  carriage.  Such 
relations  are  alleged  in  the  pleadings  and 
they  appear  in  the  evidence.  The  original 
plaintiff  was  wholly  without  fault  contribu- 
ting to  his  injury.  His  right  to  recover 
against  one  or  both  of  the  companies  is  en- 
tirely clear.  If  the  collision  resulted  solely 
from  the  negligence  of  the  Interurban  Com- 
pany, the  liability  should  ultimately  fall 
upon  it.  But  that  liability  may  be  enforced 
in  the  same  action  as  the  liability  of  the 
Maumee  Company  for  the  breach  of  its  con- 
tract. The  original  plaintiff  was  obliged 
neither  to  waive  his  right  of  action  against 
cither  company,  nor  to  choose  at  his  peril 
against  which  company  he  would  bring  his 
action.  We  are  aware  of  no  rule  of  law 
which  requires  several  actions  to  determine 
the  rights  and  liabilities  of  the  parties  in 
such  a  case.  That  they  may  be  determined 
in  one  action  appears  from  Morris  v.  Wood- 
burn,  67  Ohio  St  330,  48  N.  E.  1097;  Chi- 
cago V.  Robbins,  2  Black,  418,  17  L.  ed.  298; 
Rochester  r.  Campbell,  123  N.  Y.  405,  10 
L.R.A.  393,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  760,  25  N.  E. 
937. 

The  original  plaintiff,  upon  the  principles 
already  stated,  may  be  entitled  to  judgment 
against  both  companies,  though,  of  course, 
he  is  entitled  to  but  one  satisfaction.  It 
will  be  proper  upon  a  retrial  of  the  cause, 
as  it  would  have  been  upon  the  original 
trial,  by  special  interrogatories  to  the  jury 
and  the  action  of  the  court  upon  its  answers 
thereto,  to  determine,  if  such  shall  appear 
to  be  the  truth,  that  the  Interurban  Com- 
pany is  liable  because  of  its  sole  negligence, 
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and  the  Maumee  Company  because  of  its 
breach  of  contract,  the  execution  to  run 
firstly  against  the  former  company,  and  if 
it  be  not  satisfied,  then  against  the  latter. 
The  Circuit  Court  properly  reversed  the 
judgment  and  remanded  the  cause  for  a  new 
trial,  and  its  judgment  will  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 

Summers,   Ch.,  J.,   and   Crew,   Spear, 
Davis,  and  Price,  JJ.,  concur. 


VERMONT  SUPBESIE  COURT 

STATE  OF  VERMONT 

V. 

ELROY  KENT. 
(—  Vt  — ,  74  Atl.  389.) 

Handwriting  —  marks  —  comparison. 

1.  For  purposes  of  identifying  one  ac- 
cused of  crime,  a  date  and  initial  carved  in 
wood  at  the  time  and  near  the  place  where 
the  crime  was  committed  are  admissible  in 
evidence,  if  they  contain  pecularities  of 
punctuation  and  formation  which  are  shown 
to  be  habitual  with  accused. 
Evidence  —  corroboration  —  fact. 

2.  To  corroborate  a  witness  testifyinj;  to 
an  admission  by  one  accused  of  crime,  that 
he  carved  his  initials  in  a  door  near  the 
place  of  the  crime  on  its  date,  evidence  is 
admissible  that  the  initials  were  actually 
carred  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned. 
Same  —  Inclnslveness  —  effect. 

3.  Dates  antt  initials  carved  in  wood  at 
the  time  and  near  the  place  of  the  commis- 
sion of  a  crime  are  not  inadmissible  in  evi- 
dence against  one  as  to  whom  a  basis  of 
comparison  has  been  established  by  show- 
ing from  genuine  writings  an  habitual 
peculiarity  m  punctuation  and  the  forma- 
tion of  letters,  on  the  ground  that  the  evi- 
dence is  inconclusive. 

(November  12,  1909.) 

EXCEPTIONS  by  defendant  to  rulings  of 
the  Rutland  County  Court  made  during 
the  trial  of  an  indictment  charging  him  with 

Note.  —  While  an  extended  search  has 
failed  to  disclose  any  cases  passing  upon 
the  use  of  punctuation  marks  as  a  means  of 
identifying  writing  or  carving,  no  reason  is 
perceived  why  peculiarities  of  punctuation 
should  not  be  used  as  a  means  of  identifi- 
cation as  well  as  peculiarities  in  spelling 
or  writing. 

As  to  comparison  of  marks  and  spelling, 
see  note  appended  to  Re  Hopkins,  65  L.R.A. 
95,  and  for  other  phases  of  proof  of  hand- 
writing, see  the  note  to  State  v.  Ryno,  04 
L.R.A.  303,  and  other  notes  referred  to  there- 
in. 
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murder  which  resulted  in  a  verdict  of  gnil^. 
Overruled. 

Tlie  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Mr.  Ernest  H.  O'Brien  for  defendant 
Messrs.  John  G.  Sargent,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  Joseph  C.  Jones  for  the  State. 

Munson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  respondent  stands  convicted  of  the 
murder  of  Delia  Congdon,  who  lived  alone 
in  the  east  part  of  Wallingford,  and  whose 
body  was  found  in  her  house  about  noon  on 
the  24th  day  of  July,  1908,  in  a  condition 
wnich  indicated  that  she  had  been  ravished, 
and  with  several  deep  cuts  upon  the  head. 
The  respondent  escaped  from  the  state  hos- 
pital for  the  insane  at  Waterbury  on  the- 
11th  of  July,  was  seen  in  the  east  part  of 
Wallingford  by  several  persons  between  the- 
nth  and  24th,  and  was  arrested  at  Pitts- 
fleld,  Massachusetts,  in  the  following  Octo- 
ber. .  There  was  evidence  that  he  was  seen 
on  the  22d  of  July,  about  3  miles  from  the 
Congdon  house,  at  a  deserted  building  known- 
as  the  "Monadnock  Club  House,"  and  that 
on  the  26th  there  was  found  carved  on  » 
door  in  the  Buffum  house,  a  deserted  build- 
ing about  i  of  a  mile  from  the  club  house, 
the  following  date,  "July.  22.  1908."  and' 
below  it  the  name  "E.  Kent;"  each  punc- 
tuated as  shown.  The  barn  on  the  Cong- 
don place  stood  within  a  hundred  feet  of 
the  house,  with  the  side  containing  the 
double  doors  facing  the  window  of  Miss 
Congdon's  bedroom.  There  was  no  evidence 
that  the  respondent  had  been  seen  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  Congdon  house; 
but  there  was  evidence  of  his  having  stated 
th»t  he  passed  the  night  of  the  23d  in  the 
Congdon  barn,  and  that  be  saw  the  deceased 
through  a  crack  in  the  bam  door  when 
she  got  up,  and  that  he  went  there  for  that 
purpose.  There  was  also  evidence  that 
some  new  hay  had  been  put  on  the  bam 
floor  on  the  22d  of  July,  and  that  on  the 
2Cth  the  letters  "E.  K.,"  punctuated  as- 
shown,  were  found  carved  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  barn  door,  and  that  some  freshly 
whittled  shavings  of  the  same  kind  of  wood 
as  the  door  were  found  on  the  hay  directly 
beneath  the  carving,  and  that,  a  little 
further  back  from  the  door,  there  was  » 
hollow  in  the  hay  which  looked  as  though 
some  one  had  lain  there.  There  was  also 
the  testimony  of  an  officer  that  in  pursuing 
his  investigations  he  had  found  the  letters- 
"E.  K."  cut  in  several  places  in  other  towns, 
and  that  he  afterwards  told  the  respondent 
about  his  finding  these  cuttings,  and  wtiere- 
he  had  found  them,  and  that  the  respondent 
said  he  had  been  to  those  places  and  cut  hi» 
initials  there.  The  state  introduced  in  evi- 
dence a  piece  of  wood  taken  from  the  handle 
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of  a  lawn  mower  used  at  Waterbury,  on 
which  there  was  printed  with  a  lead  pencil 
tue  name  ''E.  Kent,"  in  capital  letters,  and 
punctuated  as  shown.  The  state  also  in- 
troduced a  memorandum  book  which  con- 
tained many  entries  of  dates  in  September 
and  October,  1908,  and  a  letter  bearing  date 
October  23,  1908,  addressed  to  the  superin- 
tendent at  Waterbury,  both  of  which  were 
in  the  respondent's  possession  at  the  time  of 
his  arrest.  All  these  writings  are  the  un- 
questioned work  of  the  respondent,  and  no 
objection  was  made  to  their  admission.  The 
state  then  offered  sections  taken  from  the 
Buffum  and  Congdon  doors,  on  which  were 
the  cuttings  above  described.  The  defense 
objected  to  the  admission  of  these  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  case 
to  connect  the  respondent  with  them;  but 
the  court  received  them,  and  the  respondent 
excepted.  It  is  now  urged  in  support  of  the 
exception  that  the  handwriting  of  a  person 
affords  no  standard  of  comparison  that  can 
justify  the  admission  of  carved  letters  or 
numerals  on  the  ground  of  similarity.  The 
question  thus  raised  is  the  only  one  in  the 
case. 

It  it  not  necessary  to  trace  the  uncertain 
steps  by  which  the  law  of  this  subject 
reached  its  present  state,  nor  to  consider  the 
varied  holdings  which  prevail  in  different 
jurisdictions.  It  has  long  been  the  settled 
doctrine  of  this  state  that,  when  the  gen- 
uineness of  a  writing  is  in  question,  other 
writings  admitted  or  proved  to  be  genuine 
may  be  received  and  submitted  to  the  jury 
for  the  purpose  of  comparison,  although  not 
otherwise  material  to  the  issue.  Adams  v. 
Field,  21  Vt.  256.  The  law  formerly  con- 
fined this  proof  to  civil  cases;  but  our  court 
has  allowed  it  in  criminal  cases  also,  and 
this  practice  is  now  almost  universal. 
State  V.  Ward,  39  Vt  225 ;  Wigmore,  Ev.  § 
1991,  note  11;  1  Best,  Ev.  •347.  It  has 
been  doubted  whether  signatures  made  by 
a  cross  are  capable  of  proof  by  comparison ; 
but  the  evidence  has  been  allowed  in  cases 
where  some  marked  peculiarity  of  the  char- 
acter could  be  pointed  out.  Note  65  L.R.A. 
95.  See  Sanborn  v.  Cole,  63  Vt.  690,  14 
L.R.A.  208,  22  Atl.  716.  We  know  of  no 
case  in  which  the  evidentiary  effect  of 
punctuation  marks  has  been  passed  upon; 
but  learned  writers  have  spoken  of  the  use 
made  of  them  as  one  of  the  means  for 
testing  the  authenticity  of  a  writing.  I 
Grcenl.  Ev.  §  581,  note  b. 

All  the  letters  in  the  carved  inscriptions 
are  like  the  capitals  of  print,  while  the  capi- 
tals contained  in  the  book  and  letter  are 
those  of  ordinary  handwriting.  The  numer- 
als contained  in  the  Buffum  house  inscrip- 
tion are  repeated  many  times  in  the  book; 
but  it  ia  urged  that  there  can  be  no  fair 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


comparison  between  them  because  of  the 
difference  in  the  tools  and  methods  em- 
ployed in  making  them.  Passing  these 
matters  wherein  the  genuine  and  disputed 
writings  differ,  we  take  up  the  method  of 
punctuation,  a  feature  of  the  writings  to 
which  the  objection  just  stated  has  no  ap- 
plication. The  memorandum  book  contains 
on  different  pages  fifteen  complete  dates  in 
regular  form,  and  the  letter  has  two  more, 
making  a  total  of  seventeen,  in  all  but  one 
of  which  the  name  of  the  month  is  abbre- 
viated. One  of  the  entries  is  entirely  with- 
out punctuation.  All  the  others  have  a 
period  after  the  month,  a  period  after  the 
day  of  the  month,  and  no  mark  after 
the  year,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
a  period  after  the  year  in  one  instance 
where  the  nature  of  an  indistinct  mark 
cannot  be  determined.  So  we  have  -in 
the  conceded  writings  an  entire  uniformity 
in  the  manner  of  punctuating  a  full  date, 
which  corresponds  with  the  method  em- 
ployed in  the  carved  date  in  question,  and 
this  uniform  practice  includes  an  omission 
of  the  period  at  the  end  of  the  entry. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  period  after  the 
month  is  called  for  by  the  abbreviation,  that 
some  punctuation  mark  is  needed  to  sepa- 
rate the  figures  representing  the  day  of 
the  month  from  those  designating  tlie  year, 
and  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  period 
at  the  close  of  the  entry.  In  view  of  these 
possible  suggestions,  a  further  examination 
of  the  dates  is  advisable.  The  month  named 
in  the  excepted  instance  is  July,  which  is 
the  month  named  in  the  Buffum  house  in- 
scription, and  ix^  both  instances  the  word  is 
followed  by  a  period,  as  in  the  cases  of 
abbreviation.  Moreover,  the  book  contains 
forty  consecutive  entries  giving  the  day 
of  the  week  in  unabbreviated  form,  and  the 
figures  designating  the  day  of  the  month, 
but  without  the  year  being  given,  and  in 
almost  every  instance  the  name  of  the  day 
is  separated  from  the  figures  by  a  period. 
This  indication  of  the  respondent's  tendency 
to  make  a  free  and  unnecessary  use  of  the 
period  in  writing  dates  renders  its  invari- 
able, or  almost  invariable,  omission  at  the 
end  of  a  completed  date  a  noticeable  trait. 
It  may  be  said,  further,  with  reference  to 
the  incomplete  dates,  that,  while  there  are 
a  few  entries  at  the  commencement  of  the 
series  in  which  the  figures  giving  the  day 
of  the  month  are  followed  by  a  period,  the 
list  concludes  with  twenty-nine  consecutive 
entries  in  which  the  line  closes  without  a 
period,  as  in  the  case  of  the  completed  dates. 
It  is  manifestly  the  habit  of  the  writer  to 
use  the  period  as  a  mark  of  separation,  and 
not  as  a  terminal  character. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  this  is  not  strictly 
a  comparison  of  handwriting.    It  is  rather 
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the  proof  of  a  habit  regarding  the  use  of  a 
character  wliich,  as  ordinarily  made  and  as 
made  in  this  cnse,  affords  no  opportunity 
for  the  development  of  individual  character- 
istics capable  of  detection.  This  branch  of 
the  law  of  the  subject  is  well  recognized  and 
may  be  illustrated  by  the  proof  arising  from 
the  misuse  of  capitals  or  habitual  mistakes 
in  spelling.  If  a  writer  invariably  makes 
the  same  mistake,  or  always  adopts  the 
same  of  two  or  more  legitimate  methods 
which  present  substantial  differences,  his 
practice  therein  is  a  circumstance  which 
makes  his  genuine  writings  available  to 
establish  the  authenticity  of  a  disputed  one. 
In  this  case  we  have  an  entry  of  sufficient 
tscope  to  admit  of  several  variations,  repeat- 
ed a  sufficient  number  of  times  to  constitute 
a  fair  test,  and  almost  complete  uniformity 
The  question  here  is  not  whether  the  char- 
acter is  similar  in  appearance,  but  whether 
it  is  present  or  absent  in  this  or  that  partic- 
ular place. 

It  remains  to  examine  that  part  of  the  in- 
scription which  consists  of  the  respondent's 
name,  and  the  letters  "E.  K."  found  on  the 
Congdon  barn  door,  in  connection  with  the 
respondent's  name  as  printed  on  the  handle 
of  the  lawn  mower.  The  letters  involved  in 
this  inquiry  are  all  in  the  style  of  type- 
printed  capitals.  The  objection  based  on 
the  difference  in  the  tools  employed  to  make 
the  acknowledged  and  disputed  characters 
has  less  importance  than  might  attach  to  it 
in  some  cases,  from  the  fact  that  the  letters 
to  be  compared  are  composed  entirely  of 
straight  lines.  We  have  two  letters  E  in 
the  acknowledged  inscription  and  three  in 
the  disputed  ones.  It  is  noticeable  that  all 
of  them  are  narrow  in  proportion  to  their 
length,  and  as  compared  with  the  other  let- 
ters. The  three  letters  K  are  substantially 
alike,  except  that  the  lower  diagonal  line  on 
the  lawn  mower  was  prolonged  until  the 
pencil  ran  off  the  wood.  They  are  peculiar- 
ly constructed,  in  that  the  diagonal  lines 
leave  the  upright  line  at  an  angle  that 
would  require  a  greatly  disproportionate 
length  to  bring  the  outer  ends  in  line  with 
the  ends  of  the  upright  line,  while,  with  the 
exception  mentioned,  the  extension  is  very 
much  less.  Both  the  penciled  N  and  the 
carved  one  are  much  shorter  than  the  other 
letters,  and  are  like  each  other,  and  different 
from  the  rest,  in  respect  to  the  slant  given 
them.  We  think  the  peculiarities  noted  are 
«uch  as  justify  the  comparison,  notwith- 
standing the  difference  in  the  methods  of 
inscribing. 

But  the  respondent's  connection  with  the 
carving  in  the  Congdon  bam  does  not  depend 
entirely  upon  the  similarity  of  letters.  The 
evidence  of  the  respondent's  admission  that 
he  passed  t)ie  night  of  the  23d  in  this  barn, 
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the  evidence  tending  to  show  a  practice  of 
cutting  his  initials  as  a  pastime,  the  evi- 
dence that  the  hay  was  thrown  upon  the 
bam  floor  on  the  22d,  and  that  fresh  wliit- 
tlings  were  found  on  this  hay  just  below  the 
carving,  were  evidence  tending  to  show  that 
the  respondent  made  the  letters.  In  this 
state  of  the  evidence,  the  fact  that  the  let- 
ters were  there,  without  proof  of  the  liand- 
writing,  would  be  evidence  confirmatory  of 
the  testimony  of  the  witness  regarding  the 
respondent's  admission.  The  exception  to 
each  exhibit  was  put  upon  the  ground  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  case  to  connect  the 
respondent  with  it,  and  as  against  this  ob- 
jection the  exception  to  the  admission  of 
the  bam  exhibit  could  be  overruled  on  the 
ground  j'jst  considered;  but  we  give  the 
exception  the  scope  it  was  doubtless  intend- 
ed to  have,  and  make  no  distinction  between 
the  two  exhibits  in  our  treatment  of  the 

It  cannot  be  said  that  the  evidence  afford- 
ed by  a  comparison  of  these  exhibits  with 
the  acknowledged  writings  was  too  incon- 
clusive to  justify  their  admission.  The 
question  is  not  one  of  conclusiveness,  but  of 
relevancy.  The  holdings  upon  another 
branch  of  the  subject  may  properly  be  con- 
sidered in  this  connection.  When  the  hand- 
writing of  a  person  is  to  be  proved  by  the 
testimony  of  one  who  has  seen  him  write, 
and  so  has  in  mind  a  standard  by  which  to 
test  the  writing  in  question,  it  is  sufficient 
if  the  witness  has  seen  the  party  write  once, 
even  though  it  were  years  before,  and  al- 
though the  writing  was  only  his  signature. 
1  Best,  Ev.  •  327 ;  Re  Diggins,  68  Vt.  198, 
34  Atl.  606;  Redding  v.  Redding,  69  ^'t. 
500,  38  Atl.  230.  When  the  handwriting  of 
a  person  is  to  be  proved  by  one  who  has 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  handwriting  in 
question  through  a  correspondence  carried 
on  in  circumstances  which  justified  a  belief 
that  the  letters  received  were  from  such 
person  and  in  his  hand,  it  is  said  that  the 
number  of  letters  or  the  quantity  of  writ- 
ing which  the  witness  may  have  received  is 
entirely  immaterial  as  far  as  the  admissi- 
bility of  the  evidence  is  concerned.  1  Best, 
Ev.  •329;  Wigmore,  Ev.  §  707.  In  either  of 
these  cases,  the  witness  may  be  a  person  of 
less  than  ordinary  experience  and  intelli- 
gence in  the  use  and  observation  of  hand- 
writing. Writers  have  often  commented  on 
the  uncertainties  attending  evidence  of  this 
character;  but  its  admissibility  remains 
unquestioned.  So,  when  the  genuineness  of 
a  writing  is  to  be  determined  by  the  jury 
from  a  comparison  with  exhibited  and  con- 
ceded standards,  the  basis  of  comparison 
may  be  slight,  and  3-et  be  adequate  in  lair. 
We  are  satisfied  that  the  acknowledged  writ- 
ings of  the  respondent  afforded  a  basis  of 
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•comparison  with  the  disputed  inscriptions 
which  made  the  latter  relevant  to  the  in- 
•quiry,  and  it  is  certain  that  we  have  no  rule 
•that  requires  the  exclusion  of  relevant  evi- 
•dence  for  lack  of  weight.  The  evidence  was 
admissible.  Its  weight  was  for  the  jury, 
■and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  th^  jury  were 
diided  in  their  consideration  of  it  by  suitable 
(instructions. 

Judgment  that  there  was  no  error  in  the 
ftroceedings,  and  that  the  respondent  take 
nothing  by  his  exceptions. 


WASHINGTON  si7;e>re:mi:  court. 

GALENA  NATIONAL  BANK,  Appt, 

V. 

E.  RIPLEY,  Respt. 

(65  Wash.  616,  104  Pac.  807.) 

New  trial  —  abnse  of  discretion  —  con- 
trol. 

1.  The  rule  that  the  granting  of  a  new 
trial  cannot  be  reversed  except  for  abuse  of 
<di8cretion  does  not  apply  when  the  entire 
record  shows  that  the  evidence  necessarily, 
and  without  conflict,  sustains  the  verdict 
or  finding,  and  that  it  admits  of  no  other 
«oiiclusion. 


Same  ^  newly    discovered    evidence  — 
lost  document. 

2.  The  finding  of  a  letter  the  contents  of 
which  a  witliess  has  been  permitted  to  state 
at  the  trial,  as  a  lost  document,  is  not  such 
newly  discovered  evidence  as  to  sustain  the 
granting  of  a  new  trial. 

Note  —  oonaideratlon  —  covering  defal- 
cation. 

3.  The  fact  that  bank  officers  desire  to 
adjust  a  defalcation  of  a  bank  employee 
before  the  arrival  of  the  bank  examiner 
does  not  of  itself  show  an  unlawful  and  in- 
valid consideration  for  a  note  given  to  cover 
the  shortage. 

Same  —  agreement  not  to  prosecute. 

4.  Forebearance  by  a  bank  to  prosecute 
a  defaulting  officer,  or  prove  a  claim  i^ninst 
his  estate,  is  a  good  and  valid  consideration 
for  a  note  given  by  his  son  to  cover  the 
shortage. 

(November  12,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  an  order  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  K^ng  County 
granting  a  new  trial  after  ordering  judg- 
ment for  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  the  amount  alleged  to  be  due  on 
certain  promissory  notes.  Reversed. 
The  facte  are  stated  in  tiie  opinion. 


Xote.  —  Validtty  of  obligation  given 
hank  as  affected  hy  concealment  of 
illegal  transactions  front  banJe  ex- 
aminer. 


No  other  case  has  been  found  where,  as 
in  Galena  Nat.  Bank  v.  Bifuct,  the  ques- 
tion arose  as  to  tha  effect,  on  a  note  given 
a,  bank  by  a  third  person  to  cover  the  short- 
age caused  by  the  defalcation  of  an  em- 
ployee, of  the  fact  that  the  bank  officers 
desired  to  adjust  the  defalcation  before  the 
arrival  of  the  bank  examiner,  where  there 
was  independent  good  consideration  for  the 
note  consisting  of  forbearance  to  press  the 
eivil  claim  against  the  employee  or  his 
«state. 

In  First  Nat  Bank  v.  Felt,  100  Iowa, 
080,  69  N.  W.  1057,  one  who  executed  a 
note  for  the  sole  purpose  OT  accommodat- 
ing a  bank,  and  to  take  the  place,  on  tlie 
books,  of  a  note  given  the  bank  by  one  of 
its  debtors  who  was  indebted  thereto  in 
«xoe88  of  the  per  cent  permitted  by  law, 
and  thus  protect  the  bank  from  criticism 
which  would  otherwise  be  forthcoming  from 
the  comptroller,  was  held  not  liable  in  a 
suit  brought  by  the  bank  for  its  collection. 
It  appeared  especially  in  this  case  that  the 
rights  of  creditors  were  not  involved. 

However,  in  State  Bank  v.  Forsytli 
(Mont.)  108  Pac.  914,  one  who  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  cashier  of  a  bank  executed  a 
note  to  a  bank  to  take  up  notes  of  the  cash- 
ier, which  the  latter  said  would  not  look 
well  to  the  bank  examiner,  was  held  liable 
thereon  in  a  suit  -brought  for  its  collec- 
tion by  the  bank,  upon  the  ground  that  he '  uiue. 
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was  not  such  an  innocent  party  as  to  permit 
him  to  take  advantage  of  the  defense  of 
want  of  consideration.  The  court  iu  this 
case,  after  holding  that  the  acts  of  the 
cashier  were  not  chargeable  to  the  bank, 
Paid  that  the  maker  of  the  note  was  charge- 
able with  knowledge  of  a  statute  making  it 
a  penal  offense  to  knowingly  make  false 
entries  in  the  books  of  a  bank,  or  to  know- 
ingly subscribe  or  exhibit  false  papers  with 
intent  to  deceive  the  state  bank  examiner, 
and  with  notice  that  it  was  the  cashier's 
purpose  to  violate  it. 

So,  in  Allen  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  127  Pa. 
51,  14  Am.  St.  Rep.  829,  17  Atl.  886,  it 
seems  to  have  been  held  that  the  maker  of 
a  note  at  the  request  of  a  cashier  cannot 
defend  in  a  suit  thereon  by  the  bank,  upon 
the  ground  that  the  note  was  made  to  cover 
up  from  the  bank  examiner  the  fact  that 
the  bank  had  loaned  to  the  firm  of  which 
the  cashier  was  a  member  in  excess  of  10 
per  cent  of  its  capital  stock. 

In  Murphy  v.  Gumaer,  18  Colo.  App. 
183,  70  Pac.  800,  notes  given  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  a  bank,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  concealing  from  the  bank  examiner 
the  fact  that  the  bank  hod  loaned  money 
to  an  amount  beyond  that  permissible  by 
statute,  were  held  valid  in  the  hands  of  a 
receiver  of  the  bank,  on  the  ground  that  the 
maker,  by  giving  the  bank  the  appearance 
of  holding  genuine  assets,  was  estopped  as 
against  creditors  to  say  that  such  notes 
were  other  than  what  on  their  faces  they 
purported  to  be,  or  that  the  appearance 
which  was  given  to  the  books  was  not  gen- 
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KoT, 


Messrs.  Charles  E.  Congleton  and  Mllo 
A.  Boot,  for  appellant: 

Forbearance  by  the  bank  to  prosecute 
the  defaulting  officer  constituted  a  lawful 
consideration  for  the  notes. 

Carpenter  t.  Page,  144  Mass.  315,  10  N. 
K.  863;  Bollin  t.  Metcalf,  6  Wyo.  1,  71  Am. 
St.  Rep.  898,  42  Pac.  12,  44  Pac.  094;  Ather- 
ton  V.  Marcy,  59  Iowa,  650,  13  N.  W.  759; 
Holm  V.  Sandberg,  32  Minn.  427,  21  N.  W. 
416;  Bowen  v.  Tipton,  64  Md.  275,  1  Atl. 
861;  Martin  v.  Black,  20  Ala.  309;  Howe 
V.  Taggart,  133  Mass.  284;  Calkins  v.  Chan- 
dler, 36  Mich.  320,  24  Am.  Rep.  693;  Now- 
lin  T.  Wesson,  93  Ala.  500,  8  So.  800;  Tay- 
lor V.  Clark  (Tenn.  Ch.  App.)  35  S.  W.  442; 
Kayser  v.  Hodopp,.  116  Ind.  428,  19  N.  E. 
297;  Watt  ▼.  Rice,  1  La.  Ann.  280;  Bis- 
singer  v.  Lawson,  67  Miss.  30;  Crook  v. 
Scott,  65  App.  Div.  139,  72  N.  Y.  Supp.  616; 
9  Cyc.  Law  ft  Proc.  pp.  311,  316,  336,  338, 
342;  Shaffer  t.  Ryan,  84  Ind.  140;  McKin- 
ney  v.  Armstrong,  07  III.  App.  208;  Violett 
V.  Patton,  6  Cranck,  142,  3  L.  «d.  61. 

Messrs.  Bjrers  &  Byers  for  respondent. 

Crow,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  action  was  commenced  by  the  Gale- 
na National  Bank,  a  corporation,  against  E. 
Ripley,  to  recover  the  amount  claimed  to 
be  due  on  three  promisHory  notes.  On  trial 
.without  a  jury  the  court  ordered  judgment 
in  favor  of  the  plaintiff.  Thereupon  the 
defendant  filed  a  motion  for  a  new  trial, 
which  was  sustained,  aud  the  plaintiff  has 
appealed  frwn  the  order  granting  the  new 
triaL 

The  complaint  is  in  usual  form,  based 
upon  three  promissory  notes  executed  by 
the  respondent,  who  pleaded  want  of  con- 
sideration. The  evidence  discloses  the  fol- 
lowing facts:  That  respondent's  father  was 
for  many  years  cashier  of  the  appellant 
bank  at  Galena,  Illinois;  that  shortly  after 
his  death,  in  1893,  the  bank  discovered  that 
he  had  appropriated  its  funds  to  the  amount 
of  about  $4,700;  that  it  communicated  this 
fact  to  his  son,  the  respondent,  then  resid- 
ing in  Seattle,  Washington;  that  the  son 
expressed  a  desire  that  the  defalcation  be 
kept  quiet,  and  on  October  7,  1893,  executed 
and  delivered  his  notes  to  the  bank  there- 
for; that  the  respondent  has  since  made  re- 
newals, the  last  renewal  being  the  notes 
pleaded  in  the  complaint,  which  were  execut- 
ed on  February  14,  1905;  that  respondent 
has  at  different  times  made  payments  on 
the  notes  to  the  amount  of  about  $260; 
that  the  appellant  took  the  notes  for  the 
debt  of  the  father,  and  refrained  from  press- 
ing any  claim  against  his  estate;  and  that 
Zii  L.K.A.(N.S.)  . 


the  deceased  left  an  estate  the  amount  of 
which  was  not  shown,  although  the  respond- 
ent alleged  in  his  answer  that  his  father  left 
an  estate,  and  offered  to  show  on  the  trial 
that  it  was  sufficient  in  amount  to  have 
paid  the  defalcation.  The  appellant  claims 
that,  as  a  consideration  for  the  notes,  it 
agreed  to,  dnd  did,  forbear  and  refrain  from 
making  any  claim  against  the  estate,  or  giv- 
ing publicity  to  the  defalcation,  doing  so 
at  the  respondent's  request.  The  respondent 
in  his  evidence  admits  the  execution  of 
the  notes,  and  that  he  made  the  partial 
payments  above  mentioned,  but  insists  that 
the  notes  were  given  without  any  valid  con- 
sideration, that  the  appellant  did  not  agree 
to  release  his  father's  estate,  and  that  t't^ 
notes  were  given  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  appellant  only,  so  that  they  might  be 
used  by  it  to  satisfy  the  bank  examiner, 
who  was  about  to  examine  and  check  up  the 
bank.  The  respondent  further  testified  that 
he  was  a  single  man  when  the  original  note« 
were  given,  that  be  has  since  married,  and 
that  the  indebtedness,  if  valid,  is  his  sepa- 
rate obligation.  The  trial  judge  announced 
his  decision  in  favor  of  the  appellant  bank 
for  the  full  amount  of  its  claim,  and  ad- 
judged the  same  to  oe  the  respondent's  sepa- 
rate debt.  Thereupon  the  respondent  moved 
for  a  new  trial  on  the  following  grounds: 
(1)  Newly  discovered  evidence;  (2)  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  evidence;  and  (3)  error  of 
law  occurring  at  the  trial. 

In  granting  a  new  trial  the  trial  judgB 
made  and  entered  a  written  oriler,  in  wii.v. 
he,  in  substance,  stated  that,  after  having 
considered  an  additional  letter  produced  ua 
newly  discovered  evidence,  and  after  recon- 
sidering the  evidence  submitted  on  the  trial, 
he  failed  to  find  sufficient  evidence  of  an 
alleged  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  appel- 
lant not  to  present  any  claim  against  the 
estate  of  the  deceased  father,  or  g^ve  public- 
ity to  the  defalcation,  and  that  he  granted 
a  new  trial  upon  the  ground  that  the  record 
failed  to  show  any  lawful  consideration  for 
the  notes.  The  only  newly  discovered  evi- 
dence was  a  letter  from  the  cashier  of  the 
bank,  the  respondent  had  at  the  time  of 
the  trial  and  could  not  then  find,  but  which 
he  did  find  immediately  afterwards.  The 
letter  was  written  to  respondent  on  Septem- 
ber 18,  1903,  and,  after  stating  the  amount 
of  the  defalcation,  reads  as  follows:  "What 
can  you  do  T  It  must  be  fixed  up  soon.  Ex- 
aminers may  drop  in  at  any  time.  Will  you 
give  your  note  for  six  or  twelve  months  int. 
6  per  cent,  with  what  security  you  can,  and 
send  it  now  so  it  can  be  entered  up  and 
books  made  right,  and  come  yourself  late- 
whenever  you  can  get  away?     Anything  I 
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can  do  will  do  gladly.  Attend  to  this  at 
once,  and  oblige."  The  respondent  contends: 
That  the  order  granting  a  new  trial  should 
not  be  disturbed;  that  it  was  within  the 
discretion  of  the  trial  judge;  that  no  abuse 
of  discretion  has  been  shown ;  that,  consider- 
ing the  newly  discovered  evidence  with  the 
evidence  previously  produced,  it  becomes 
apparent  that  there  never  was  any  con- 
sideration, lawful  or  otherwise,  for  the  notes ; 
and  that  the  appellant's  cashier  took  advan- 
tage of  the  respondent  by  prevailing  upon 
him  to  execute  the  notes  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  satisfying  the  banlc  examiner. 

The  rule  that  an  order  granting  a  new 
trial  cannot  be  reversed  except  for  an  abuse 
of  discretion  does  not  apply  when  the  entire 
record  shows  that  the  evidence  necessarily, 
and  without  conflict,  sustains  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  or  finding  of  the  trial  court,  that 
it  admits  of  no  other  conclusion,  and  that 
there  is  no  competent  or  material  evidence 
to  the  contrary.  The  letter  contains  no  new- 
ly discovered  evidence,  being  cumulative 
only.  On  the  trial  the  respondent  testified 
tliat  either  that  or  some  other  similar  let- 
ter had  been  mislaid  by  him  and  could  not 
be  found,  and  was  permitted  to  state  its 
contents. 

Ue  testified  as  follows. 

Q.  State  to  the  court  what  the  contents 
of  that  letter  was  with  reference  to  why 
these  notes  were  to  be  given? 

A.  That  the  account  was  overdrawn,  and 
that  the  bank  examiner  would  be  liable  to 
be  along  at  a  short  interval,  and  that  he 
hadn't  mentioned  the  matter  to  the  direct- 
ors, and  wanted  to  know  if  I  could  do  any- 
thing towards  fixing  it,  and  I  said  I  didn't 
know  what  I  could  do,  and  asked  him  what 
the  amount  was  and  further  particulars,  t) 
which  he  replied  that  it  was  something  in 
the  neighborhood  of  $4,700,  and  that  he 
would  suggest  that  it  be  put  in  the  form 
of  a  note,  'so  that  the  bank  examiner 
wouldn't  have  any  questions .  to  ask  him 
which  might  be  embarrassing,  and  that  is 
the  substance  of  it,  and  I  signed  the  notes 
which  he  sent  forward  at  that  time. 

The  fact  that  the  cashier  desired  an  ad- 
justment of  the  shortage  before  the  arrival 
of  the  bank  examiner  does  not  necessarily 
show  an  unlawful  or  invalid  consideration. 
Such  a  desire  was  certainly  businesslike, 
and  no  improper  motive  can  be  inferred 
from  the  single  fact  that  the  cashier  com- 
municated it  to  the  respondent,  and  request- 
ed him  to  make  a  settlement  of  the  defalca- 
tion by  giving  his  notes.  The  newly  dis- 
covered letter  adds  no  material  fact  to 
the  case,  nor  does  it  sustain  the  respond- 
ent's contention  that  the  notes  were  given 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


without  any  valid  consideration  or  for  an 
invalid  consideration.  Respondent  admitted 
that  he  did  not  want  his  father's  defalca- 
tion made  public.  He  so  stated  in  let- 
ters written  to  appellant  before  and  at 
the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  original 
notes.  The  bank  could  only  keep  the 
matter  quiet  by  refraining  from  making 
any  claim  against  the  father's  estate, 
thus  releasing  its  claim,  which  it  did.  Re- 
spondent must  have  contemplated  this  for- 
bearance on  the  part  of  the  bank  when  he 
wrote  the  letters  and  later  executed  the 
notes.  In  his  letter  of  October  18,  1903, 
transmitting  the  original  notes  to  the  ap- 
pellant bank,  he  said:  "I  sign  and  inclose 
the  notes  herewith,  and  will  try  to  pay 
every  dollar  in  the  specified  time.  But 
you  know  what  a  hard  thing  that  is  with 
limited  resources.  I  forward  this  with  the 
understanding  that  this  unhappy  afl'air  is 
known  only  to  myself  and  you."  The  writ- 
ing of  this  letter,  which  was  in  evidence,  is 
admitted  by  the  respondent.  His  claim  that 
the  notes  were  not  to  be  paid  by  him  is  ef- 
fectually disputed  by  it,  and  by  his  subse- 
quent acts  in  making  renewals  and  partial 
payments.  'I'he  undisputed  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case  lead  to  the  inevita- 
ble conclusion  that  the  consideration  for 
the  notes  was  the  forbKsrance  of  the  bank 
from  prosecuting  or  pressing  its  valid  claim 
against  the  father's  estate.  Such  forbear- 
ance upon  its  part  constituted  a  good  and 
valid  consi^ration.  Bissinger  v.  Lawson, 
57  Miss.  36;  Nowlin  v.  Wesson,  93  Ala. 
509,  8  So.  800;  Carpenter  v.  Page,  144  Mass. 
315,  10  N.  E.  853;  Taylor  v.  Clark  (Tenn. 
Ch.  App.)  35  S.  W.  442. 

The  respondent  earnestly  insists  that  the 
evidence  was  conflicting;  but  we  find  na 
conflict  of  material  or  competent  evidence. 
Ue  alleged  in  his  answer,  and  testified  ou 
the  trial,  that  the  notes  were  without  con- 
sideration; but  such  statements  were  his 
own  conclusion  from  undisputed  and  proven 
facts  which  did  not  warrant  any  such  con- 
clusion. If  a  new  trial  were  to  be  had, 
either  with  or  without  a  jury,  on  the  sams 
evidence  and  the  newly  discovered  let.er,  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  trial  judgj  to  sus- 
tain the  appellant's  motion  for  a  directed 
verdict  or  judgment  in  its  favor,  the  re- 
spondent having  utterly  failed  to  sustain  his 
defense  of  no  consideration,  and  an  order 
denying  such  motion  would  be  reversed  by 
this  court  on  appeal.  , 

The  judgment  is  reversed,  and  the  cause 
remanded,  with  instructions  to  deny  the  mo- 
tion for  a  new  triaL 

Budlcin,  Ch.  J.,  and  Mount,  Parkor, 
and  PantMtr,  JJ.,  concur. 
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DISTRICT  OF  COIilTMBIA  OOIIBT  OF 
APPEAIiS. 

CAEET  NATION,  Plff.  in  Err, 

V. 

^  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

(34  App.  D.  C.  463.) 

Intoxicating  Ilqvor  —  nuisance  —  pri- 
vate destruction. 

1.  A  private  citizen  wilfully  destroying, 
without  warrant,  intoxicating  liquor  be- 
longing to  another,  is  liable  to  prosecution 
under  a  statute  providing  for  punishment 
for  the  malicious  destruction  of  property, 
although  it  was  illegally  kept  for  sale. 
Indictment    —    malicions    mischief    ^ 

value  of  property. 

2.  Where  by  statute  the  destruction  of 
property  under  a  certain  value  is  a  crime, 
while  below  that  value  it  is  merely  a  mis- 
demeanor, an  indictment  or  information  for 
violation  of  the  statute  must  allege  the 
value  of  the  property  destroyed. 
Judgment  ^  extra  Jurisdiction  —  valid- 
ity. 

3.  A  judgment  entered  in  s  criminal  case 
is  void  where  the  evidence  shows  that  the 
offense  is  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court. 

(February  10,  1910.) 


ERROR  to  the  Police  Court  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  to  review  a  judgment 
convicting  defendant  of  malicious  destine- 
tion  of  property.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Matthew  E.  O'Brien  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

Messrs.  Edward  H.  Thomas  and  Frank 
W.   Stephens,  for  defendant  in  error: 

Aa  private  persons  cannot  abate  a  com- 
mon nuisance  unless  it  obstructs  their  own 
rights,  they  have  no  right  to  destroy  in- 
toxicating liquors  belonging  to  another  per- 
son, whether  kept  for  illegal  sales  or  for 
other  purposes,  and  the  owner  may  main- 
tain an  action  for  damages  for  sueh  de- 
struction. 

17  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  305;  Turner 
v.  Hitchcock,  20  Iowa,  310;  Brown  v.  Per- 
kins, 12  Gray,  89;  1  Wood,  Pub.  Nuisances, 
§  32,  33,  38,  740;  Ely  v.  Niagara  County, 
36  N,  Y.  297;  Blodgett  v.  Syracuse,  36  Barb. 
629;  Moody  v.  Niagara  County,  46  Bar'j. 
659;  Gray  v.  Ay  res,  7  Dana,  376,  32  Am. 
Dec.  107;  Shaubut  v.  St.  Paul  &  S.  C.  R  Co. 
21  Minn.  602;  Joyce,  Nuisances,  §  371,  373, 
4  376;  Finley  v.  Hershey,  41  Iowa,  389; 
Uhlein  v.  Cromack,  109  Mass.  273;  Franz 
v.  Hilterbrand,  45  Mo.  18L 


Ifote.  —  Right  of  private  citizen  to  de- 
stroy liquor  illegeUltf  kept  for  sale. 

■  This  note  in  confined  stristly  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  right  of  a  private  citizen  to  sum- 
marily abate  a  nuisance  by  destroying  li- 
3uor  which  is  illegally  keep  for  sale.  It 
oes  not  include  cases  dealing  wit!li  the  gen- 
eral question  of  the  right  of  private  citizeni 
to  pull  down  buildings  which  are  so  used  as 
to  constitute  nuisances,  or  the  question  of 
the  right  of  the  owner  to  maintain  tres- 
pass or  replevin  where  liquor  is  wrongfully 
carried  away  from  the  premises. 

The  few  cases  disclosed  which  pass  upon 
the  question  considered  are  in  accord  with 
Nation  v.  Distkict  of  Columbia  in  hold- 
ing that  a  private  citizen  is  not  justified 
in  taking  the  law  into  his  own  hands  and 
summarily  destroying  liquor  which  is  kept 
for  illegal  sale. 

Thus,  in  Brown  v.  Perkins,  12  Gray,  89, 
it  was  held  that  a  building  in  which  liquors 
were  kept  for  sale,  if  a  nuisance  at  all,  was 
a  common  one,  and  that  the  fact  that  rel- 
atives and  friends  frequented  the  place  did 
not  make  it  a  special  nuisance  so  as  to 
justify  persons  in  breaking  into  the  build- 
ing and  destroying  the  liquor.  Chief  Jus- 
tice Shaw,  in  delivering  the  opinion  said: 
"The  court  are  of  opinion  that  spirituous 
liquors  are  not,  of  themselves,  a  common 
nuisance,  but  the  act  of  keeping  them  for 
sale  by  statute  creates  a  nuisance;  and  the 
only  mode  in  which  they  can  be  lawfully 
destroyed  is  the  one  directed  by  statute 
for  the  seizure  by  warrant,  bringing  them 
26  L.R.A.(N.a) 


before  a  magistrate,  and  giving  the  owner 
of  the  property  an  opportunity  to  defend 
his  right  to  it.  Therefore  it  is  not  la^viul 
for  any  person  to  destroy  them  by  way  of 
abatement  of  a  common  nuisance,  and  a 
fortiori  not  lawful  to  use  force  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  is  not  lawful  by  the  common  law 
for  any  and  all  persons  to  abate  a  common 
nuisance,  merely  because  it  is  a  common 
nuisance,  though  the  doctrine  may  have 
been,  sometimes  stated  in  terms  so  general 
as  to  give  countenance  to  this  supposition. 
This  right  and  power  is  never  intrusted  to 
individuals  in  general,  without  process  of 
law,  by  way  of  vindicating  the  public  right, 
but  solely  for  the  relief  of  a  party  whose 
right  is  obstructed  by  such  nuisance.  If 
such  were  intended  to  be  made  the  law  by 
force  of  the  statute,  it  would  be.  contraiy 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  which 
directs  that  no  man's  property  can  be  taken 
from  him  without  compensation,  except  by 
the  judgment  of  his  peers  or  the  law  of  the 
land;  and  no  person  can  be  twice  punished 
for  the  some  offence.  And  it  is  clear  thai 
under  the  statutes  spirituous  liquors  are 
property,  and  entitled  to  protection  as  such. 
The  power  of  abatement  of  a  public  or  com- 
mon nuisance  does  not  place  the  penal  law 
of  the  commonwealth  in  private  hands.  The 
true  theory  of  abatement  of  nuisance  is  that 
an  individual  citizen  may  abate  a  private 
nuisance  injurious  to  him,  when  he  could 
also  bring  an  action ;  and  also,  when  a  com- 
mon nuisance  obstructs  his  individual  right, 
he  may  remove  it  to  enable  him  to  enjoy 
that  right,  and  he  cannot  be  called  in  ques- 
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Shepard,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  case  is  before  ns  on  a  \rrit  of  error 
granted  to  review  a  judgment  of  tlie  police 
court. 

An  information  filed  in  the  police  court 
by  the  corporation  counsel  charged  Carry 
Nation  with  wilfully  breaking  and  destroy- 
ing "certain  bottles  containing  intoxicating 
liquors,  the  property  of  the  Washington 
Terminal  Company,"  in  violation  of  tiie  act 
of  Congress  approved  July  29,  1802,  and 
amended  April  21,  1906.  Defendant  moved 
to  quash  the  information  on  the  following 
grounds:  1.  The  offense  charged  is  an  of- 
fense against  the  United  States,  and  can- 
not be  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  2.  The  acts  charged  do 
not  show  the  commission  of  an  offense. 
This  motion  was  overruled.  Defendant  then 
filed  a  special  plea,  alleging  that  the  infor- 
mation did  not  sufficiently  describe  the  prop- 
erty destroyed;  that  the  same  is  not 
property  in  law;  that  the  alleged  owner  had 
no  license  to  sell  liquors  in  the  Union 
station,  where  the  property  was  destroyed; 
that  the  use  of  the  property  constituted  it 
a  public  nuisance,  which  any  citizen  had 
the  right  to  abate;  certain  other  facts  of  a 
like  nature  were  alleged  also. 


The  court  sustained  a  demnrrer  to  this, 
and  the  trial  proceeded  without  further 
plea.  The  testimony  tended  to  show  that 
the  defendant  broke  certain  bottles  of  in- 
toxicating liquors  by  throwing  two  hatchets 
behind  the  bar  maintained  by  the  terminal 
company,  and  that  the  value  of  the  property 
destroyed  was  $36.  Defendant  was  ad- 
judged guilty  of  the  chaige  and  fined  $100. 

The  questions  raised  by  the  special  plea, 
the  demurrer  to  which  admits  the  speciflo 
allegation  that  the  intoxicating  liquors 
which  were  destroyed  were  kept  and  offered 
for  sale  without  a  license,  may  be  briefly 
disposed  of. 

Intoxicating  liquors,  whether  e^M>3ed  for 
sale  unlawfully  or  not,  are  property  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  cannot  be  taken 
or  destroyed,  save  by  due  process  of  law. 
Assuming,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument, 
that  the  keeping  for  sale  without  license  con- 
stitutes a  public  nuisance,  as  well  as  an  of- 
fense, the  fact  affords  neither  justification 
nor  excuse  for  their  destruction  by  the  de- 
fendant. The  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
without  license  is  prohibited  by  law,  and 
may  be  prevented  and  punished,  but  this 
ean  only  be  done  through  the  agenciei  and 
in  the  manner  provided  by  tho  law.  The 
abatement  of  public  nuisances  and  the  ca- 


tion for  so  doing.  As  in  the  case  of  the 
obstruction  across  a  highway,  and  an  un- 
authorized bridge  over  a  navigable  water 
course,  if  he  has  occasion  to  use  it,  he  may 
remove  it  bjr  way  of  abatement.  But  this 
would  not  justify  strangers,  being  inhabi- 
tants of  other  parts  of  the  commonwealth, 
having  no  such  occasion  to  use  it,  to  do  the 
same.  Some  of  the  earlier  cases,  perhaps, 
in  laying  down  the  general  proposition  that 
private  subjects  may  abate  a  common  nui- 
sance did  not  expressly  mark  this  distinc- 
tion, but  we  think,  upon  the  authority  of 
modern  cases,  where  the  distinctions  are 
more  accurately  made,  and  upon  principle, 
this  is  the  true  rule  of  law." 

And  a  plea,  in  an  action  brought  to  re- 
cover for  the  destruction  of  a  house  and  li- 
quor, together  with  glasses,  etc.,  therein, 
that  the  plaintiff  kept  liquors  in  the  house 
to  sell  illegally,  and  that  he  allowed  per- 
sons of  bad  repute  to  assemble  in  the  house, 
so  that  it  was  a  source  of  great  annoyance 
to  the  defendant  and  became  a  public  nui- 
sance, was  held  in  Earp  v.  Lee,  71  111.  193, 
to  present  no  defense.  The  court  said:  "In 
this  case,  it  was  not  the  house,  or  the  li- 
quors therein,  that  was  a  nuisance,  but  it 
was  the  manner  in  which  they  were  used 
that  constituted  the  offense.  We  hazard 
nothing  in  saying  that  no  adjudged  case  of 
a  respectable  court  can  be  found  that  has 
held  that  the  facts  set  up  in  this  plea,  or 
the  evidence  introduced  under  it,  consti- 
tutes a  defense  for  the  destruction  of  sueh 
property." 

The  court  in  Turner  t.  Eitchoock,  20 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


Iowa,  310,  with  respect  to  the  alleged  right 
of  a  citizen  to  forcibly  abate  a  nuisance 
consisting  of  premises  where  liqner  was  il- 
legally sold  directed  attention  to  Brown  v. 
Perkins,  supra,  and  the  case  of  State  v. 
May,  20  Iowa,  305  (wherein  it  was  held  that 
the  fact  that  liquor  was  kept  in  violation 
of  law  constituted  no  defense  to  an  indict- 
ment for  larceny  of  such  liquor),  and  these 
cases  were  treated  as  decisive  of  the  right . 
of  a  citizen  to  summarily  abate  such  nui- 
sances. 

In  State  v.  Paul,  5  R.  L  104,  where  the 
validity  of  a  statute  declaring  buildings, 
etc.,  used  for  the  illegal  sale  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  to  be  common  nuisances,  was 
involved,  and  it  was  argued  that  such  stat- 
ute gave  private  citizens  a  right  to  sxim- 
raarily  destroy  the  property  in  question  in 
abatement  of  the  nuisance  so  long  as  no  ' 
breach  of  the  peace  was  committed,  the 
court,  in  speakinc  of  the  statute,  said :  "By 
its  terms,  it  authorizes  no  such  proceeding 
by  the  public  authorities,  and  still  less  by 
any  private  person.  Public  nuisances  may 
undoubtedly  be  abated  at  common  law  by 
judgment  of  court  upon  indictment  for  the 
same,  and,  as  well  as  private  nuisances,  by 
these  who  are  specially  injured  or  obstruct- 
ed by  them.  But  when,  as  here,  the  nui- 
sance consists  not  in  the  existence  of  the 
thing  itself,  but  merely  in  the  temporary 
use  of  it,  the  only  mode  of  abatement  known 
to  the  common  law  is  the  prevention  of  the 
illegal  use,  not  the  destruction  of  the  thing 
itself."  To  the  same  effect  ia  State  v.  Keer- 
ssn,  5  R.  I.  497. 
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forcement  of  the  penal  laws  are  matters  of 
public  duty  and  administration,  and  the 
interference  of  private  persons,  save  in  the 
making  of  complaints  before  the  proper  pub- 
lic oiHcers  and  tribunals,  is  itself  a  nuisance, 
which,  if  accompanied  by  acts  of  violence, 
renders  the  wrongdoer  liable  both  to  civil 
action  and  criminal  prosecution.  Mob  law 
can  have  no  recognition  in  our  system,  and 
should  be  sternly  repressed  in  its  beginning. 

The  serious  questions  in  the  case  arise  out 
of  the  procedure  adopted  for  the  punish- 
ment of  the  offense  committed.  The  infor- 
mation purports  to  b^  found  on  the  act  of 
July  29,  1892  (27  Stat,  at  L.  322,  chap. 
320),  and  the  amendment  thereto  of  April 
21,  1006  (34  Stat,  at  L.  126,  chap.  1647). 
The  first  section  of  the  earlier  act  reads  as 
follows:  "That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
any  person  or  persons  to  destroy,  injure, 
disfigure,  cut,  chip,  brAik,  deface,  or  cover 
or  rub  with,  or  otherwise  place  filth  or 
excrement  of  any  kind  upon  any  property, 
public  or  private,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, or  any  public  or  private  building, 
statue,  monument,  o£Bce,  dwelling,  or  struc- 
ture of  any  kind,  or  which  may  be  in  course 
of  erection,  or  the  doors,  windows,  steps, 
railing,  fencing,  balconies,  balustrades, 
stairs,  porches,  or  halls,  or  the  walls,  or 
sides,  or  the  walls  of  any  inclosure  thereof; 
or  to  write,  mark,  or  paint  obscene  or  in- 
decent words  or  language  thereon,  or  to 
draw,  paint,  mark  or  write  obscene  or  in- 
decent figures  representing  obecene  or  in- 
decent objects;  or  to  write,  mark,  draw,  or 
paint  any  other  word,  sign,  or  figure  there- 
on, without  th^  consent  of  the  owner  or  pro- 
prietor thereof,  or,  in  case  of  public  prop- 
erty, of  the  person  having  charge,  custody, 
or  control  thereof,  under  a  penalty  of  not 
more  than  $50  for  each  and  every  such  of- 
fense." 

Section  18  requires  prosecutions  to  be  in 
the  name  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  first  amendment  to  this  act  was  that 
of  July  8,  1898  (30  Stat,  at  L.  723,  chap. 
638).  The  only  change  of  importance  was 
to  require  the  act  of  injury  to  be  wilful. 
The  penalty  for  a  violation  of  §  1  is  a  fine 
of  not  more  than  $50  for  each  offense.  The 
object  of  the  amended  act  of  April  21,  1906, 
expressed  in  its  title  and  indicated  by  the 
only  change  made,  was  to  increase  the 
penalty  of  the  act  of  1892.  This  increase 
was  to  a  fine  of  not  more  than  $100  or  im- 
prisonment of  not  more  than  six  months,  or 
both  fine  and  imprisonment. 

We  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  determine 
whether  the  section  of  the  act  of  1892,  above 
quoted,  applied  also  to  the  destruction  of 
movable  property,  which  would  require  a 
strained  construction  at  least.  If  it  did 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


apply,  it  was  superseded  by  §  848  of  the 
Code,  which  took  effect  January  1,  1901 
That  section  reads  as  follows:  "Whoever 
maliciously  injures  or  destroys  or  attempts 
to  injure  or  destroy,  by  fire  or  otherwise, 
any  movable  properly  not  his  own,  of  the 
value  of  $35  or  more,  shall  be  punished  by 
imprisonment  for  not  less  than  one  year 
and  not  more  than  ten  years,  and  if  the 
value  of  the  property  be  less  than  $35,  by 
a  fine  not  exceeding  $200,  or  by  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  one  year,  or  both."  [31 
Stat,  at  L.  1327,  chap.  854]. 

The  supersession  of  the  act  of  1892,  by 
this  section,  in  so  far  as  it  may  relate  to 
movable  property,  is  not  affected  by  the 
amendment  of  1900,  which  simply  increa-ses 
the  penalty  of  the  former  law.  By  the  sec- 
tion of  the  Code,  if  the  property  destroyed 
is  of  the  value  of  $35  or  more,  the  punish- 
ment is  infamous,  and  the  prosecution  must 
be  by  indictment;  if  less  than  $35  the 
punishment  is  not  infamous  and  may  be 
prosecuted  by  information.  In  prosecutions 
under  the  act  of  1892  the  value  of  the  in- 
jured property  is  immaterial,  and  need  not 
therefore  be  alleged  or  proved.  But  it  is 
material  under  §  848,  and  hence  must  be  al- 
leged either  in  the  indictment  or  infor- 
mation, in  order  to  show  that  the  court  in 
which  either  is  presented  has  jurisdiction  of 
the  offense. 

There  was  no  allegation  of  value  in  this 
information,  and  the  motion  to  quash  ought 
to  have  been  sustained.  Proceeding  with  the 
trial,  however,  the  evidence  submitted  by 
the  prosecution  showed  that  the  destroyed 
property  was  of  the  value  of  $35.  This 
showed  that  the  police  court  had  no  juris- 
diction of  the  offense  committed,  and  should 
have  been  followed  by  the  dismissal  of  the 
prosecution.  The  judgment  of  conviction 
entered  instead  was  necessarily  void. 

This  conclusion  renders  it  unnecessary  to 
determine  whether  the  information  was 
fatally  defective  for  failure  to  properly  de- 
scribe the  destroyed  property. 

For  a  like  reason  it  is  unnecessary  to  de- 
termine whether,  had  the  property  been  of 
less  value  than  $35,  a  prosecution  could 
have  been  maintained  in  the  name  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.  It  may  be  added, 
however,  that  it  is  very  doubtful  if  such  a 
prosecution  could  be  maintained  under  § 
932  of  the  Code,  which  provides  that  prose- 
cutions for  violations  of  "all  penal  statutes 
in  the  nature  of  police  or  municipal  regu- 
lations, where  the  maximum  punishment  is 
a  fine  only  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
one  year,  shall  be  conducted  in  the  name' 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  by  the  city 
solicitor  or  his  assistants."  [31  Stat,  at 
L.  1340,  chap.  854]. 
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For  the  reasons  above  given  the  judgment 
will  be  reversed,  with  costs,  and  the  cause 
remanded,  with  direction  to  quash  the 
information.    Reversed. 


MINNESOTA   SUPREME:   COTTRT. 

WILLIAM  STRAMPE,  Kespt., 

V. 

MINNESOTA    FARMERS'    MUTUAL    IN- 
SURANCE COMPANY,  Appt. 

(—  Minn.  — ,  123  N.  W.  1083.) 

Insnrance  —  loss  —  adjustment  —  ac- 
tion —  policy  I  imitations  —  applicabil- 
ity. 

1.  Where  a  loss  under  an  insurance  po- 
licy is  adjusted,  and  the  insuring  company 
agrees  to  pay  a  fixed  sum  on  or  before  a 

Headnotes  by  O'Bbien,  J. 


day  certain,  a  complaint  alleging  those  facts 
bases  the  action  upon  the  adjustment,  and 
the  limitation  of  time  for  bringing  action 
contained  in  the  policy  does  not  apply. 
Same  —  validity  of  policy  —  right  of  ac> 
tion. 

2.  An  insurance  policy  issued  by  an  in- 
surance company  of  this  state  uponproperty 
in  a  state  in  which  the  company  is  unau- 
thorized to  transact  business  is  not,  in  the 
absence  of  an  express  statute,  void  as  to 
the  insured.  An  action  may  be  maintained 
in  the  courts  of  this  state  to  recover  for  a 
loss  under  the  policy. 

Courts  —  fnll  faltb  and  credit. 

3.  Although  the  courts  of  the  state  where 
the  loss  occurred  might  refuse  to  entertain 
the  suit,  the  courts  of  this  state,  in  ren- 
dering judgment  against  the  insurer,  do  not 
fail  to  give  full  faith  and  credit  to  the  pub- 
lic acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings 
of  another  state. 

(December  31,  1909.) 


Hole.  —  JEnforceahility  in  Federal  court, 
or  court  of  another  atate,  of  a  con- 
tract made  by  a  foreign  eorporattoH 
ivhich  had  not  complied  tptth  the  con- 
ditions of  doing  httsineaa  within  the 
state. 

The  question  whether  compliance  with  the 
statute  of  the  state  in  which  the  action  is 
brought  in  relation  to  foreign  corporations 
is  necessai-y,  where  a  corporation  of  one 
state  mokes  a  contract  in  another  and  the 
action  is  brought  in  a  third,  is,  of  course, 
not  within  the  scope  of  this  note. 

The  question  annotated  presupposes  that 
the  particular  contract  in  question  was 
within  the  operation  of  the  state  statute, 
so  that  it  could  not  have  been  enforced  if 
the  action  had  been  brought  in  the  enacting 
state;  and  this  note  is  therefore  not  con- 
cerned with  the  question  whether  the  hold- 
ing or  assumption  on  that  point  by  the  cases 
included  in  the  note  is  correct  or  incorrect. 
Nor  does  the  note  cover,  as  a  distinct  prop- 
osition, the  question  whether  the  statue  de- 
clares contracts  in  violation  of  its  terms 
void,  or  merely  prevents  the  maintenance  of 
an  action  thereon. 

The  question  whether  the  state  statute  in 
relation  to  foreign  corporations  in  effect  de- 
clares that  contracts  made  in  the  state  by 
foreign  corporations  which  have  not  com- 
plied with  the  conditions  of  doing  business 
within  the  state  shall  be  null  and  void,  or 
merely  closes  the  courts  to  actions  by  the 
foreign  corporations  bn  such  contracts,  has 
a  material  bearing  on  the  question  under 
annotation.  This  note,  however,  does  not 
deal  with  that  question  as  an  independent 
proposition,  but  merely  indicates  the  hold- 
ing or  assumption  on  that  point  by  the  courts 
in  the  cases  that  present  the  question  indi- 
cated in  the  title.  Whether  such  holding  or 
assumption  is  right  or  wrong  will,  of  course, 
affeot  the  correctness  of  the  ultimate  deci- 
sion, since  it  determines  the  result  of  the 
application  of  the  principle  involved  in  the 
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subject  under  annotation;  but  it  does  not 
affect  the  bearing  of  the  decision  upon  the 
correct  principle  to  be  applied  to  that  sub- 
ject. The  same  is  true  of  the  question  as  to 
where,  under  particular  circumstances,  a  con- 
tract is  deemed  to  have  been  made.  This 
question,  so  far  as  contracts  of  insurance 
are  concerned,  is  treated  in  notes  to  John- 
son v.  Mutual  L.  Ins.  Co.  63  L.R.A.  833, 
and  McElroy  v.  Metropolitan  L.  Ins.  Co.  23 
L.R.A.<N.S.)    968. 

The  authorities  sustain  the  decision  in 
Stbampe  v.  MiNiTESoTA.  Fabuebs'  Mut, 
Ins.  Co.  that  where  the  state  statute  merely 
attaches  as  a  penalty  or  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  the  foreign  corporation  to  com- 
ply with  the  conditions  of  doing  business  in 
the  state,  inability  to  maintain  an  action 
in  any  court  of  the  state  upon  a. contract 
made  by  it  in  the  course  of  such  business, 
and  does  not,  either  expressly  or  by  construc- 
tion, render  the  contract  void,  an  action  may 
be  maintained  thereon  in  the  courts  of  an- 
other state.  It  is  expressly  so  declared  in 
Alleghany  Co.  v.  Allen,  69  N.  J.  L.  270,  55 
Atl.  724,  specifically  holding  that  an  action 
might  be  maintained  in  the  courts  of  New 
Jersey  upon  a  contract  made  in  New  York 
by  a  North  Carolina  corporation  which  had 
not  complied  with  the  conditions  prescribed 
by  the  New  Yor';  statute,  it  appearing  that 
the  New  York  statute  in  question  had  been 
construed  by  the  New  York  courts  merely  to 
close  the  courts  of  that  state  to  such  a  cor- 
poration, and  not  to  render  the  contract 
void. 

So  it  is  held,  practically  without  contra- 
diction, that  a  state  statute  which  merely 
closes  the  courts  of  the  state  to  a  foreign  cor- 
poration which  has  not  complied  with  the 
conditions  of  doing  business  within  the  state 
without  expressly  or  constructively  declar- 
ing the  contract  itself  void,  does  not  pre- 
vent the  maintenance  of  an  action  in  a  Fed- 
eral court  sitting  in  that  state  by  such  a 
foreign  corporation,  upon  a  contract  mnde 
within  the  state.    Barling  t.  Bank  of  Brit- 
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APPEAL  hj  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of    the    District   Court   for    Hennepin 
County   in   plaintiff's   favor   in   an   action 
brought  to  recover  the  amount  alleged  to  be 
due  on  a  grain  insurance  policy.    Affirmed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Mr.  Alfped  H.  MoVey,  with  Mr.  James 
A.  Peterson,  for  appellant. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Horn  for  respondent. 

O'Brien,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  defendant  is  a  corporation  organized 
under  chapter  186,  Gen.  Laws  Minn.  1885, 
for  the  purpose  of  insuring  upon  the  mutual 
plan,  amongst  other  hazards,  damage  by  hail 
to  growing  crops.  For  some  time  prior  to 
the  1st  of  March,  1903,  the  defendant  was 


duly  authorized  to  transact  such  insurance- 
business  in  the  state  of  Iowa.  Its  license  to 
do  so  expired  upon  the  28th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1903,  and  since  then  it  has  been  re- 
fused admission  to  that  state.  On  or  about 
April  8,  1003,  the  defendant  issued  and  de- 
livered to  the  plaintiff  by  mail  its  insur- 
ance policy  of  that  date,  whereby,  in  con- 
sideration of  an  annual  assessment,  the- 
exact  amount  of  which  was  to  be  subse- 
quently determined,  but  which  should  in  no- 
case  exceed  a  stated  amount,  it  insured  the 
plaintiff  against  loss  or  damage  by  hall  t» 
his  growing  crops  upon  certain  lands  situ- 
ated in  the  state  of  Iowa,  of  which  stat» 
the  plaintiff  was  a  resident.  The  crops  on 
those  premises  were  damaged  by  hail  July 
20,  1903,  and  the  amount  of  the  loss  was 


ish  N.  A.  1  C.  C.  A.  610,  7  U.  S.  App.  194, 
60  Fed.  260;  Sullivan  v.  Beck,  79  Fed.  200  j 
Blodgett  y.  Lanyon  Zinc  Co.  68  C.  C.  A.  79, 
120  Fed.  893;  Groton  Bridge  &,  Mfg.  Co.  v. 
American  Bridge  Co.  161  Fed.  871 ;  Dunlop 
V.  Mercer,  86  C.  C.  A.  436,  156  Fed.  545; 
Vitagraph  Co.  v.  Twentieth  Century  Op- 
tiscope  Co.  157  Fed.  699;  Johnson  v.  New 
York  Breweries  Co.  178  Fed.  513. 

Generally,  the  provision  dosing  the 
courts  to  the  foreign  corporation  is  in  the 
form  that  it  shall  not  maintain  any  action 
or  proceeding  "in  any  of  the  courts  of  this 
state;"  and  the  result  in  the  cases  just  cit- 
ed might,  therefore,  be  sustained  even  as  a 
matter  of  statutory  construction;  but  it  is 
clearly  implied  in  the  cases  that  such  a  pro- 
vision could  not  be  made  operative  upon  the 
Federal  courts,  and  it  is  expressly  so  de- 
clared in  Barling  v.,  Bank  of  British  N.  A.; 
Groton  Bridge  &  Mfg.  Co.  r.  American 
Bridge  Co. ;  and  Vitagraph  Co.  v.  Twentieth 
Century  Optiscope  Co., — supra. 

In  Crefeld  Mills  v.  Goddard,  69  Fed.  141 
(affirmed  in  21  C.  C.  A.  530,  45  U.  S.  App. 
84,  75  Fed.  818) ;  Simplex  Dairy  Co.  v.  Cole, 
86  Fed.  739;  and  Kirven  v.  Virginia-Caro- 
lina Chemical  Co.  76  C.  C.  A.  172,  145  Fed. 
298,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  219,  in  which  the 
state  statute  was  construed  merely  to  sus- 
pend the  action  until  the  conditions  pre- 
scribed by  it  had  been  complied  with,  it  ap- 
peared as  a  fact  that  the  condition  had  been 
complied  with  before  the  action  was  com- 
menced, though 'after  the  contract  was  made. 
These  cases  are,  therefore,  not  authority 
for  the  point  that  the  prohibition  by  the 
state  statute  against  actions  does  not  ap- 
ply to  the  Federal  courts,  since,  under  such 
a  construction  of  the  statute,  the  subsequent 
compliance  with  the  conditions  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  enable  the  foreign  corpora- 
tion to  maintain  an  action  even  in  a  court 
of  the  state  which  enacted  the  statute.  In 
some  of  the  other  Federal  cases  above  cited, 
the  state  statute  was  held  merely  to  suspend 
tiie  remedy  until  compliance  with  the  condi- 
tions; but  in  those  cases,  so  far  as  appears, 
the  condition  had  not  at  any  time  been 
complied  with;  and  they  are  therefore  full 
authority  for  the  point. 
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The  doctrine,  however,  is  not  confined  to- 
cases  involving  state  statutes  which  merely 
suspend  the  remedy  until  the  condition  lins 
been  complied  with,  but  also  applies  wliere- 
the  prohibition  of  the  state  statute  against 
maintaining  the  suit  is  total  so  far  as  the 
state  courts  are  concerned-,  and  not  curable 
by  compliance  with  the  prescribed  conditions 
after  the  making  of  the  contract.  That  was 
the  effect  of  the  statute  in  a  number  of  Fed- 
eral cases  above  cited  in  which  the  doctrine 
was  applied,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  the 
New  York  statute  involved  in  Alleghany 
Co.  V.  Allen,  supra,  in  which  that  doctrine 
was  also  applied,  expressly  provided  that  no 
foreign  stock  corporation  doing  business  in 
the  state  "shall  maintain  any  action  in 
this  state  upon  any  contract  made  by  it  ia 
this  state,  unless,  prior  to  the  making  of 
such  contract,  it  rtall  have  procured  such 
certificate." 

In  the  Allen  Case,  the  court  said:  "The 
New  York  legislature  had  the  exclusive  right 
to  declare  what  consequences  should  follow 
the  failure  to  comply  with  the  law  in  order 
to  secure  effective  control  over  the  business, 
and  having  in  the  act  provided  for  no  pen- 
alty on  the  foreign  company  other  than  de- 
niiu  of  the  right  to  maintain  an  action  in 
New  York,  the  courts  of  this  state  should 
not  penalize  the  foreign  corporation  to  a 
greater  extent  by  declaring  the  contract 
void,  or  by  increasing  the  disability  imposed 
by  the  New  York  act.  Stete  laws  have  no 
extraterritorial  effect  for  the  enforcing  9f 
penalties."  A  writ  of  error  to  review  this 
decision  was  dismissed  by  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  in  196  U.  S.  458,  49  L.  ed. 
551,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  311,  that  court  hold- 
ing that  whether  or  not  a  corporate  contract 
entflred  into  in  contravention  of  the  stat- 
utes regulating  foreign  corporations  is,  un- 
der the  proper  construction  of  such  stat- 
utes, ipso  facto  void,  and  therefore  unen- 
forceable in  the  courts  of  another  state,  does 
not  present  a  question  under  the  full  faith 
and  credit  clause  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, which  will  sustain  the  exercise  by  the 
Federal  Supreme  Court  of  ite  appellate  ju- 
risdiction over  state  courts;  and  further, 
that    whether    the    courts   of    New    Jersey 
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adjusted  by  agreement  of  the  parties  on 
Augruat  7,  1903.  The  written  adjustment, 
after  fixing  the  loss  at  $153,  which  might 
be  reduced  under  certain  conditions,  con- 
tained the  following  provisions:  "To  be 
paid,  as  provided  by  the  policy  and  by- 
laws of  this  company,  on  or  about  December 
1st  after  date.  I,  the  policy  holder,  am 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  above  adjust- 
ment. This  adjustment  is  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  executive  board  of  this  com- 
pany." 

The  by-laws  of  the  company  provided  that 
if  the  net  proceeds  of  any  asaessment,  to- 
gether with  76  per  cent  of  the  surplus  fund, 
should  be  insufficient  to  pay  all  claims  and 
expenses,  the  expenses  of  the  company 
should  be  first  paid,  and  the  remainder  di- 


vided pro  rata  among  loss  elaiau^  which 
should  be  payment  in  fuIL  The  policy  pro- 
vided for  arbitration  in  ease  of  disagree- 
ment, and  "that  no  suit  or  action  against 
this  company  for  recovery  of  any  claim  for 
loss  by  virtue  of  this  policy  shall  be  sus- 
tainable in  any  court  until  after  an  award 
■hall  have  been  obtained,  fixing  the  amount 
of  claim  by  arbitration  in  the  manner  akove 
provided,  nor  unless  such  suit  or  action  shall 
be  commenced  within  sixty  days  after  the 
loss  shall  have  occurred."  In  October,  1903, 
an  assessment  amounting  to  $21  was  levied 
against  the  plaintiff.  He  remitted  the 
amount  to  the  defendant,  who  returned  it 
to  the  plaintiff,  on  the  ground  that  the 
policy  was  void,  having  been  issued  in  the 
state  of  Iowa  upon  property  in  and  to  a 


should  have  sustained  this  action  upon  prin- 
ciples of  comity  between  the  state  was  also 
a  question  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  the  state  court. 

It  is  equally  clear  under  the  authorities 
that  if  the  state  statute  declares  either  in 
express  terms  or  by  judicial  construction, 
that  contracts  made  within  the  state  by  for- 
eign corporations  that  have  not  complied 
with  the  conditions  of  doing  business  there- 
in shall  be  void,  such  a  contract  will  net 
be  enforced  by  the  courts  of  another  state. 
Ford  V.  Buckeye  State  Ins.  Co.  6  Bush,  133, 
99  Am.  Dec.  663;  Alleghanv  Co.  v.  Allen,  69 
N.  J.  L.  270,  65  Atl.  724;  Swing  v.  Dayton, 
124  App.  Div.  58,  108  N.  T.  Supp.  155,  af- 
firmed in  (N.  Y.)  89  N.  E.  1113;  Hacheny 
V.  Leary,  12  Or.  40,  7  Pac.  329;  Wood  v. 
Cascade  F.  ft  M.  Ins.  Co.  8  Wash.  427,  40 
Am.  St.  Rep.  917,  36  Pac.  267. 

In  Hyde  v.  Goodnow,  3  N.  Y.  266,  also, 
it  was  assumed  that  the  Ohio  statute  de- 
claring in  effect  that  every  insurance  ef- 
fected in  that  state  by  a  foreign  corporation 
which  had  not  complied  with  conditions  of 
doing  business  therein  shall  be  null  and 
void  would  have  prevented  the  maintenance 
in  New  York  of  an  action  by  a  New  York 
corporation  on  premium  notes  given  by  a 
resident  of  Ohio  for  insurance  on  property 
in  Ohio  if  the  contract  had  been  made  in 
that  state;  and  the  decision  holding  that 
the  action  would  lie  was  expressly  put  up- 
on the  ground  that  the  contract  was  made 
in  New  York.  It  was  apparently  assumed 
in  this  case  that  even  the  courts  of  Ohio 
would  have  held  the  statute  inapplicable,  the 
contract  having  been  made  in  New  York, 
notwithstanding  that  the  property  insured 
was  in  Ohio.  It  was  further  held  that  if 
the  notes  had  been  payable  in  Ohio,  that 
would  have  constituted  nu  ground  of  de- 
fense, since  the  Ohio  statute  only  prohibits 
foreign  companies  from  effecting  insurance 
or  issuing  or  delivering  policies  in  that 
state.  To  the  same  effect  is  Huntley  y. 
Merrill,  32  Barb.  626. 

The  decisions  in  New  York  Cotton  Ex- 
change V.  Hunt,  144  Fed.  611;  Washington 
County  Ins.  Co.  v.  Colton,  26  Conn.  42;  Com- 
monwealth Mut.  F.  Ins.  Co.  V.  Wood,  171 
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Mass.  485,  51  N.  E.  19,  holding  that  the 
contracts  in  question  were  enforceable,  not- 
withstanding that  the  statute  of  the  other 
state  apparently  rendered  eontracts  within 
its  operation  void,  were  apparently  upon  the 
ground  that  the  contracts  or  transactions 
in  question  were  not  such  as  came  within 
the  operation  of  the  statute  at  all. 

It  may  be  remarked  in  this  connection 
that  the  court  in  Ford  v.  Buckeye  State  Ins. 
Co.  supra,  did  not  answer  very  satisfactorily 
the  argiuBcnt  of  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs, 
which  was  to  the  effect  that  even  if  the  con- 
tract could  not  be  enforced  in  tite  courts  of 
Indiana,  the  premium  notes  in  suit  were 
nevertheless  not  absolutely  void,  and  the 
plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  recover  upon  them 
in  the  courts  of  Ohio,  notwithstanding  the 
prohibition  of  the  Indiana  statute,  which, 
as  set  out  in  the  opinion,  seems  to  be  merely 
a  prohibition  against  the  enforcement  of  the 
contracts  in  any  courts  of  the  state,  lue 
court,  however,  apparently  without  consid- 
ering the  question  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  Indiana  statute  did  in  effect  render  con- 
tracts within  its  operation  void,  merely  de- 
clared the  general  rule  that  a  contract,  if 
void  or  illegal  by  the  law  of  the  place  of 
the  contract,  is  void  and  illegal  everywhere. 

It  is  also  held  or  assumed  by  the  Federal 
courts,  with  practically  no  dissent,  that  if 
the  state  statute,  either  in  express  terms  or 
by  construction,  renders  a  contract  void  bs- 
cause  made  by  a  foreign  corporation  which- 
had  not  complied  with  the  conditions  of  do- 
ing business  within  the  state,  no  action  can 
be  maintained  thereon  in  a  Federal  court 
sitting  in  the  state;  and  doubtless  the  rule- 
would  apply  equally  to  a  Federal  court  sit- 
ting in  any  other  state.  This,  of  course,  as- 
sumes that  the  state  statute  applies  to  tba- 
particular  contract  or  transaction  in  ques- 
tion, and  that  it  is  constitutional  as  so  ap- 
plied. McCanna  &,  F.  Co.  v.  Citizens'  Trust- 
k  Surety  Co.  35  L.R.A.  236,  24  C.  C.  A.  11, 
39  U.  S.  App.  332,  76  Fed.  420;  Diamond' 
Glue  Co.  V.  United  States  Glue  Co.  103  Fed.. 
838  (affirmed  in  187  U.  S.  611,  47  L.  ed. 
328,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  206);  Cvolone  Min.. 
Co.  V.  Baker  Light  A  P.  Co.  166  Fed.  996; 
LaMoine  Lumber  &  Trading  Co.  t.  Kester- 
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resident  of  tbat  state,  while  the  defendant 
was  unauthorized  to  transact  such  busi- 
ness in  Iowa.  The  plaintiff  subsequently 
remailed  the  amount  of  the  assessment  to 
the  defendant,  which  claimB  never  to  have 
received  the  letter  containing  it.  The  court, 
upon  sufficient  'evidence,  foiud  payment  by 
plaintiff  of  the  assessment. 

The  statutes  of  Iowa  provide  the  condi- 
tions upon  which  foreign  insurance  compa- 


nies may  transact  business  in  that  state, 
and  forbid  the  issuance  of  insurance  policies 
by  any  corporation  not  complying  with 
those  statutes,  and  establish  penalties  for 
any  such  unauthorized  act;  and  in  ad- 
dition, §  1758,  title  9,  chap.  4,  of  the  Iowa 
Code,  provides:  "No  action  shall  be  main- 
tained in  any  court  in  the  state  upon  any 
policy  or  contract  of  fire  insurance  issued 
upon   any   property   situated   in   the  state 


son,  171  Fed.  980;  Pittsburgh  Constr.  Co.  v. 
West  Side  BeJt  R.  Co.  11  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1145,  83  C,  C.  A.  501,  154  Fed.  029.  This 
is  also  cleairly  implied  in  the  Federal  cases 
above  cited  in  support  of  the  rule  that  if 
the  state  statute  merely  closes  the  courts 
to  the  foreign  corporation,  and  does  not  de- 
clare the  contract  void,  the  contract  may  be 
enforced  in  the  Federal  court. 

The  rule  that  if  the  state  statute  renders 
contracts  within  its  operation  void,  such  a 
contract  cannot  be  enforced  in  a  Federal 
court,  was  impliedly  recognized  in  Butler 
Bros.  Shoe  Co.  v.  United  States  Rubber  Co. 
84  C.  C.  A.  107,  156  Fed.  1,  although  it  was 
not  applied,  because  the  contracts  in  ques- 
tion were  held  not  to  be  within  the  opera- 
tion of  the  state  statute,  because  they  re- 
lated to  interstate  commerce. 

In  Alleghany  Co.  v.  Allen,  supra,  the  New 
Jersey  court  of  errors  and  appeals  conced- 
ed that  if  the  New  York  statute  had  ren: 
dered  void  contracts  made  in  that  state  by 
a  foreign  corporation  which  had  not  com- 
plied with  the  prescribed  conditions, — and 
the  construction  of  the  statutes  in  that  re- 
spect by  the  New  York  court  was  conceded 
to  be  binding  upon  the  New  Jersey  court, — 
an  action  upon  such  a  contract,  made  in 
New  York  by  a  North  Carolina  corporation 
which  had  not  complied  with  such  condi- 
tions, could  not  be  maintained  in  the  courts 
of  New  Jersey. 

This  case  also  involved  a  contract  made 
by  the  North  Carolina  corporation  in 
Pennsylvania,  without  having  complied  with 
the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania statute,  which  renders  contracts  to 
which  it  applies  void.  The  decision  uphold- 
ing the  action  in  the  New  Jersey  court  on 
this  contract,  however,  was  upon  the  ground 
that  under  the  Pennsylvania  statute,  as  con- 
strued by  the  Pennsylvania  courts,  an  iso- 
lated transnctinn  did  not  constitute  doing 
business  within  the  state,  and  that  the  plea 
of  the  defendant  in  relation  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania contract  did  not  set  up  sutllcient  facts 
to  show  that  the  making  of  thp  contract  in 
question  was  anything  more  than  an  iso- 
lated transaction.  The  United  States  Su- 
preme Court  also  held  that  the  decision  on 
this  point  was  with  reference  to  a  purely 
local  question,  and  not  assignable  as  er- 
ror. 

In  the  cases  above  cited  in  which  the 
Federal  court  or  the  court  of  another  state 
held  that  the  action  was  not  enforceable 
because  the  statute  in  question  rendered  the 
contract  void,  it  appeared,  or,  at  least, 
was  held  or  assumed,  that  the  contract  in 
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question  was  made  in  the  state  enacting  the 
statute;  and,  as  already  shown,  in  some  of 
the  cases  the  rule  was  not  applied,  for  the 
reason  that  the  contract  was  found  not  to 
have  been  made  within  that  state.  In  those 
cases  it  was  probably  assumed  that  the  fart 
that  the  contract  was  not  made  within  tlie 
state  enacting  the  statute  took  the  contract 
entirely  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute, 
so  that  an  action  might  have  been  main- 
tained thereon  even  in  a  court  of  the  latter 
state;  at  least,  unless  that  court  should 
have  declined  to  entertain  the  action  on  the 
general  proposition  that  it  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  public  policy  ot  tne  forum  to 
enforce  such  a  contract. 

In  some  instances,  howe^-er,  state  statutes, 
especially  those  relating  to  foreign  in- 
surance companies,  have  been  held  by  the 
state  courts  to  apply  to  certain  contracts 
or  transactions  wit'h  residents  of  the  state, 
or  in  relation  to  property  within  the  state, 
notwithstanding  that  the  contract  may  have 
been  technically  consummated  in  another 
state.  Assuming,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
point,  that  such  a  statute  which  renders  con- 
tracts within  its  operation  void  is,  under 
particular  circumstances,  construed  by  the 
courts  of  the  state  in  which  it  is  enacted  to 
apply  to  contracts  even  though  not  techni- 
cally consummated  within  the  state,  and 
that  it  may  constitutionally  be  so  applied,  so 
that  no  action  can  be  maintained  thereon, 
at  least,  in  the  court  of  the  enacting  state, 
the  question  arises  whether  a  Federal  court 
sitting  in  that  state,  or  the  state  court  of 
another  state,  will  likewise  refuse  to  en- 
force the  contract.  Upon  the  hypothesis  as- 
sumed, it  would  seem  that  this  question 
must  be  answered  in  the  aftirmative,  siiicp, 
upon  this  assumption,  the  contract  being 
void,  the  court  of  another  jurisdiction  could 
scarcely  be  justified  in  enforcing  it  as  a 
valid  contract.  As  stated,  however,  tliis 
presupposes  that  the  statute  may  con- 
stitutionally, and  does  in  fact,  apply  to 
the  contract  in  question,  notwithstanding 
that  it  was  technically  consummated 
in  another  state.  If,  however,  the  re- 
fusal of  the  court  of  the  enacting  state 
to  enforce  a  contract  consummated  in  an- 
other state  would  rest  simply  upon  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  its 
public  policy  to  entertain  such  an  action, 
and  not  upon  the  ground  that  the  contract, 
in  spite  of  its  consummation  in  another 
state,  came  within  the  direct  operation  of 
the  statute,  there  would,  of  course,  he  no 
obligation  upon  the  part  of  the  Fe<lcral 
court,  or  the  court  of  another  state,  to  re- 
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by  any  company,  association,  partner- 
ship, Tbdividual,  or  individuals,  that  have 
not  been  authorized  by  the  auditor  of 
state  to  transact  such  insurance  business, 
unless  it  shall  be  shown  that  the  insurer 
or  insured,  within  six  months  after  the  is- 
suing of  said  policy  or  contract  of  insurance,- 
has  paid  into  the  state  treasury  2}  per 
cent  of  the  gross  premium  paid  or  agreed  to 
be  paid  for  such  policy  or  contract  of  in- 
surance." 


This  action  was  commenced  on  the  20th  of 
July,  1904,  was  tried  by  the  court  without 
a  jury,  and  judgment  directed  and  entered 
in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  sum  of 
$155  and  interest  from  December  1,  1903. 
The  defendant  appeals  from  this  judgment, 
and  has  made  forty  separate  assignments 
of  error,  which,  however,  have  been  grouped 
and  may  be  considered  as  follows:  (1) 
That  there  was  no  arbitration,  nor  was  the 
action  commenced  within  sixty  days  after 


fuse  to  entertain  the  action  on  that  ground. 
As  a  mere  matter  of  comity,  the  question  is, 
of  course,  exclusively  for  the  courts  of  the 
state  in  which  the  action  is  brought,  and 
presents  no  Federal  question.  Finney  v. 
Ouy,  189  U.  S.  335,  47  L.  ed.  839,  23  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  558;  Allen  v.  Alleghany  Co.  190 
U.  S.  468,  49  L.  ed.  551,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
311. 

In  Swing  v.  Dayton,  124  A  pp.  Div.  68, 
108  N.  Y.  Supp.  165,  holding  that  an  action 
would  not  lie  in  New  York  by  the  trustee 
of  a  dissolved  Ohio  mutual  insurance  com- 
pany, to  recover  an  assessment  against  a 
Pennsylvania  member,  for  the  reason  that 
the  Ohio  company  not  having  complied  with 
the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania statute,  the  contract  was  void, 
the  court  expressly  found  that  the  con- 
tract was  made  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
implication  is,  perliaps,  that  if  the  con- 
tract had  been  made  in  Ohio,  though  made 
with  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  re- 
lation to  property  in  that  state,  the  action 
might  have  been  maintained  in  New  York. 
The  court,  however,  refers  to  the  decision 
oS  the  Pennsylvania  court  in  Swing  v.  Mun- 
son,  191  Pa.  582,  68  L.R.A.  223,  71  Am.  St. 
Rep.  772,  43  Atl.  342,  in  which  the  same 
plaintiff  brought  a  similar  action  in  Penn- 
sylvania against  another  Pennsylvania  mem- 
ber of  the  company  and  'was  defeated.  For 
the  purposes  of  the  argument,  the  court  in 
in  the  Pennsylvania  case  assumed  that 
the  contract  was  made  in  Ohio  and  was  law- 
ful there;  but,  even  upon  that  assumption, 
held  that  the  action  could  not  be  main- 
tained in  Pennsylvania.  It  is  not  quite  clear 
whether  the  decision  was  upon  the  ground 
that,  notwithstanding  the  assumption  tliat 
the  contract  was  consummated  in  Ohio,  the 
Pennsylvania  statute  would  directly  apply 
and  render  it  void,  or  upon  the  ground  that 
it  would  be  contrary  to  the  public  policy 
of  Pennsylvania  to  enforce  the  contract. 
Apparently,  however,  the  decision  was  upon 
the  latter  ground,  as  the  court  said:  "As- 
sume that  the  contract,  because  made  in 
Ohio,  could  have  been  enforced  in  the  courts 
of  that  state,  it  .does  not  follow  that  the 
courts  of  this  state  will  lend  their  aid  to  the 
enforcement  of  a  contract  in  violation  of  its 
own  policy,  as  declared  in  its  laws."  If 
the  refusal  of  the  Pennsylvania  court,  on 
such  an  assumption,  to  enforce  the  contract, 
would  rest  solely  on  the  grouna  of  its  own 
public  policy,  and  not  upon  the  ground  that 
the  contract  in  question,  though  not  tech- 
nically completed  in  Pennsylvania,  would 
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fall  within  the  direct  operation  of  the  terms 
of  its  statute,  and  therefore  be  void,  it 
seems  clear,  as  indeed  is  apparently  conced- 
ed by  the  opinion,  that  the  courts  of  Ohio, 
or  of  any  state  other  than  Pennsylvania, 
would  not  be  bound  to  enforce  the  public 
policy  of  Pennsylvania  in  that  respect.  But 
if,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  insured 
property  was  located  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
that  a  part  of  the  transaction  took  place  in 
that  state,  it  should  and  could,  agreeably 
to  constitutional  limitations,  be  held  that 
the  statute  applied  directly  and  rendered 
the  contract  void,  it  would  seem>that  neither 
the  courts  of  Ohio  nor  of  any  other  state 
ought  to  maintain  the  action  thereon. 

In  Eureka  Ins.  Co.  v.  Parks,  1  Cin.  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  674,  where  a  contract  of  insurance 
was  consummated  by  an  Ohio  corporation  in 
Ohio,  but  upon  an  application  transmitted 
through  an  agent  in  Indiana,  the  court  held 
that  the  courts  of  Ohio  could  not  refuse  to 
entertain  an  action  to  collect  the  premium, 
even  if  the  law  of  Indiana  should  declare  the 
contract  void  because  the '  application  was 
transmitted  by  the  Indiana  agent. 

While  it  would  doubtless  be  proper  for 
the  Federal  court,  or  the  court  of  another 
state,  in  which  the  action  is  brought,  to 
place  its  own  construction  upon  the  statute 
in  respect  to  whether  it  renders  contracts 
within  its  operation  absolutely  void  or 
merely  closes  the  courts  to  actions  thereon, 
if  the  statute  has  not  been  authoritatively 
construed  in  that  respect  by  the  courts  of 
the  enacting  state,  or  if  such  construction 
by  the  courts  of  that  state  is  not  properly 
proven  or  established  in  the  P"tion,  yet  it 
seems  to  be  generally  assumed  tnat  the  Fed- 
eral court,  or  the  court  of  the  other  state, 
will  accept  and  abide  by  the  construction  of 
the  statute  in  this  respect  by  the  courts  of 
the  enacting  state,  if  such  construction  is 
properly  proven  in  the  case.  The  court  in 
Allegheny  Co.  v.  Allen,  69  N.  J.  L.  270,  S5 
Atl.  724,  expressly  so  declares;  and  while 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  in  dismiss- 
ing the  writ  of  error  in  that  case  (190  U. 
S.  459,  49  L.  ed.  553,  26  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  311), 
declared  generally  that  the  mere  construc- 
tion by  a  state  court  of  a  statute  of  another 
state,  without  questioning  its  validity,  does 
not,  with  possibly  some  exceptions,  deny  to 
it  the  full  faith  and  credit  demanded  by  the 
statute  in  order  to  give  the  Supreme  Court 
jurisdiction,  it  seems  to  be  implied  that  the 
construction  placed  upon  the  statute  by  the 
courts  of  the  state  in  which  it  was  enacted 
should  be  followed,  if  proved. 
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loBB.  (2)  The  contracts  were  Iowa  oon- 
tracts,  and,  being  Toid  in  Iowa,  were  un- 
enforceable in  Minnesota.  (3)  That,  in- 
asmuch as  the  defendant  could  not  have  en- 
forced the  payment  of  assessments,  the 
plaintiff  cannot  enforce  the  payment  of  loss. 
(4)  That  in  rendering  judgment  against  the 
defendant,  the  court  failed  to  give  full  faith 
and  credit  to  the  public  acts,  records,  and 
judicial  proceedings  of  another  state. 

1.  The  action  in  this  case  was  upon  the 
adjustment  entered  into  between  the  plain- 
tiff and  defendant  August  7,  1903.  The 
policy  required  arbitration  only  when  the 
parties  disagreed  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
loss.  They  having  agreed  and  adjusted  the 
loss,  there  was  nothing  to  arbitrate.  In  the 
adjustment  agreement,  the  company  agreed 
to  pay  the  loss  "on  or  about  December  1," 
1903.  The  plaintiff  oould  commence  no 
action  before  that  date,  and  so  could  not 
have  brought  the  action  within  sixty  days 
from  July  20th,  the  date  upon  which  the 
loss  occurred.  The  result  of  the  adjustment 
was  to  put  the  plaintiff's  claim,  with  re- 
spect to  the  time  of  bringing  suit,  entirely 
outside  of  the  policy,  and  the  only  limitation 
upon  the  time  for  bringing  action  was  the 
statutory  one.  McCallum  v.  National 
Credit  Ins.  Co.  84  Minn.  134,  86  N.  VV.  892. 

2.  None  of  the  provisions  of  the  Iowa  law 
to  which  we  have  been  referred  declared  void 
a  policy  of  insurance  issued  in  that  state  by 
a  company  not  auti.jrized  to  transact  busi- 
ness there.  The  effect  of  §  1798  is  that, 
if  the  insurer  pays  certain  taxes  within  six 
months  after  the  issuance  of  a  policy,  he 
may  maintain  an  action  upon  it.  If  he  does 
not  pay  such  taxes,  he  can  obtain  no  relief 
from  the  Iowa  courts.  The  authorities  cited 
by  the  defendant  do  not  sustain  his  claim 
that,  because  the  insurance  'company  was 
prohibited  from  issuing  its  policies  in  Iowa, 
any  policy  so  issued  by  it  was  void  as 
against  the  insured.  It  is  only  where  the 
laws  of  the  state  have  expressly  declared 
such  contracts  void  that  the  innocent  party 
to  the  transaction  has  been  denied  I'ecovery. 
Ashland  Lumber  Co.  v.  Detroit  Salt  Co.  114 
Wis.  66,  89  N.  W.  904;  Rough  v.  Breitung, 

117  Mich.  48,  75  N.  W.  147;  Oakland  Sugar 
Mill  Co.  V.  Fred  W.  Wolf  Co.  65  C.  C.  A.  93, 

118  Fed.  239;  Re  Comstock,  3  Sawy.  218, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  3,078.  Thia  court  has  imi- 
formly  held  that  an  action  may  be  main- 
tained upon  a  policy  by  the  insured,  al- 
though the  company  issuing  the  policy  did 
so  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  this  state. 
Ganser  v.  Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co.  34  Minn. 
372,  25  N.  W.  943;  Seamans  v.  Christian 
Bros.  Mill  Co.  66  Minn.  205,  68  N.  W.  1065. 

3.  The  contention  that  the  defendant 
could  not  have  enforced  the  assessment 
against  the  plaintiff,  and  that,  therefore, 
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the  plaintiff  cannot  maintain  an  action  to- 
recover  for  loss  under  the  policy,  is  neces- 
sarily included  in  what  has  already  been 
said.  That  identical  claim  was  rejected  ii» 
the  Seamans  Case,  above  referred  to,  anA 
tinder  that  authority  the  result  is  the  same, 
even  if  the  policy  were  actually  delivered 
in  Iowa. 

4.  The  judgment  against  the  defendant  in 
no  way  violates  the  provision  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  requiring  each  state  to  give- 
full  faith  and  credit  to  the  acts,  records,  and 
judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  state. 
The  court  did  not  refuse  to  give  effect  to- 
any  provision  of  the  Iowa  statutes,  but 
simply  held  that  a  corporation  of  this  state 
could  not  avoid  liability  by  pleading  its- 
ovm  wrong.  The  fact  that  the  defendant 
corporation  is  a  mutual  insurance  company, 
which  collects  its  premiums  in  the  form  of 
assessments,  is,  to  our  mind,  immaterial. 
The  contract  of  insurance  provided  that  it 
would  pay  all  tlie  damage  sustained  by  the 
plaintiff  from  the  happenings  insured 
against.  There  is  no  claim  made  by  the  de- 
fendant that  the  proceeds  of  the  assessment 
made  by  it  during  the  year  1903  were  not 
ample  to  pay  the  plaintiff's  elaim  in  fulL 
When  the  loss  was  adjusted,  it  agreed  to- 
pay  the  fixed  amount,  unless  the  proceeda 
of  an  assessment  and  75  per  cent  of  the  sur- 
plus fund  were  not  sufScient,  after  the  pay- 
ment of  expenses,  to  pay  all  loss  claims  in 
full,  and  that  in  such  case  the  available 
funds  were  to  be  applied  pro  rata.  The  de- 
fendant does  not  claim  that  the  condition 
of  its  funds  makes  it  necessary  to  make  a 
ratable  reduction  in  loss  claims,  so  that,  if 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  a  judgment,  he 
was  entitled  to  one  for  the  full  amount  of 
the  loss  as   adjusted. 

Judgm«it  affirmed. 


MINNIISOTA   SUFKEMS   OOITRT> 

IDA  E.  GARDNER,  Respt, 

V. 

UNITED  SURETY  COMPANY,  Appt 

(—  Minn.  — ,  125  N.  W.  264.) 

Insurance  —  accident  policy  ^  execu- 
tion ^  presumption  —  error. 

l..An  accident  policy,  fully  signed,  dated 
June  30,  1908,  was  found  in  the  safe  and 
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Note.  —  Liability  under  accident  policy 
for  death  or  injury  cauaed  by  medioat 
treatment. 

In  Desell  v.  Fidelity  &  C.  Co.  176  Mo. 
253,  76  S.  W.  1102,  death  from  a  dose  of 
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-with  otiiflr  papan  of  the  insured,  after  his 
'death,  August  24th.  Held  to  create  a  prima 
facie  presumption  that  the  policy  contract 
wu  fully  executed,  and  an  instruction  to 
the  jury  that^  under  §  4730,  Rev.  Laws  1905, 
the  burden  was  upon  the  defendant  to  dis- 
prove by  a  preponderance  of  evidence  the 
full  execution  of  the  contract,  was,  at  least, 
not  prejudicial  error. 

Same  —  "accidental"  —  medical  treat- 
ment. 

2.  When  an  injury  is  caused  by  means 
insured  against,  and  the  medical  treatment 
Administered  is  rendered  necessary  and 
proper  by  the  nature  of  the  injury,  the 
death  of  the  insured,  if  caused  solely  by 
the  injury  and  the  susbsequent  medical 
treatment,  is  "accidental,"  wiUiin  the  mean- 
ing of  a  policy  insuring  against  death 
•caused  by  "external,  Tiolent,  and  accidental 
means." 

(March  11,  1910.) 


APPEAL  by  defendant  for  an  order  of  the 
District  Ck>urt  for  Hennepin  County 
denying  a  motion  for  judgment  notwith- 
standing a  verdict  for  plaintiff,  or  for  a  new 
trial,  in  an  action  brought  to  recover  the 
amount  alleged  to  be  due  on  an  accident  in- 
surance policy.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  M.  H.  Bontelle  and  K.  H. 
Obase,  for  appellant: 

No  delivery  or  acceptance  of  the  policy 
contract  was  shown. 

Heiman  v.  Phoenix  Mut.  L.  Tns.  Co.  17 
Minn.  153,  10  Am.  Rep.  164,  Oil.  127;  New 
T.  Germania  F.  Ins.  Co.  171  Ind.  33,  85  N. 
E.  703 ;  Nutting  v.  Minnesota  F.  Ins.  Co.  98 
Wis.  26,  73  N.  W.  432;  Ames  &  F.  Co.  v. 
Smith,  65  Minn.  304,  67  N.  W.  999;  Wemple 
T.  Northern  Dakota  Elevator  Co.  67  Minn. 
87,  69  N.  W.  478;  Ames-Brooks  Co.  v.  .^tna 
Ins.  Co.  83  Minn.  346,  86  N.  W.  344;  Travis 


morphine,  taken  upon  the  prescription  of  a 
physician,  for  the  purpose  of  allaying  pain, 
was  held  to  be  the  result  of  "external,  vio- 
lent, and  accidental  means,"  within  the 
meaning  of  an  accident  policy.  It  was  fur- 
ther held  that  the  exception  contained  in 
-the  policy,  that  the  insurance  did  not  cover 
"injuries,  fatal  or  otherwise,  resulting 
from  poison  or  anything  accidentally  or 
-otherwise  taken,  administered,  absorbed,  or 
inhaled,"  did  not  cover  medicine,  even 
though  it  contained  poison,  or  anything  tak- 
■«n  or  administered  in  good  faith  to  allevi- 
ate physical  pain,  even  though  it  resulted 
in  unexpected  or  unintentional  death. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  Westmoreland  t. 
Preferred  Acci.  Ins.  Co.  75  Fed.  244,  under 
«n  accident  policy  stipulating  that  there 
«hould  be  no  liability  for  injury  resulting 
from  anything  accidentally  or  otherwise 
-taken,  absorbed,  or  inhaled,  or  resulting  ei- 
ther directly  or  indirectly,  wholly  or  in  part, 
from  medical  or  surgical  treatment,  it  was 
held  that  death  resulting  from  the  co-opera- 
tion of  an  unknown  cause  with  chloroform 
administered  by  a  physician  for  the  purpose 
-of  relieving  assured  from  the  pain  of  a 
«urgical  operation  was  not  covered  by  the 
policy. 

And  in  Kasten  t.  Interstate  Casualty 
Co.  99  Wis.  73,  40  L.R.A.  651,  74  N.  W. 
'634,  it  was  held  that  an  accident  policy  pro- 
Tiding  that  the  liability  of  the  insurer 
should  not  extend  to  injuries,  fatal  or  other- 
wise, resulting  wholly  or  in  part  from  poi- 
•on  or  anything  accidentally  or  otherwise 
taken,  administered,  absorbed,  or  inhaled, 
did  not  cover  death  caused  by  blood  poison- 
ing from  the  effects  of  the  absorption  into 
the  system  of  septic  poison  evolved  by  the 
propagation  of  germs  in  cotton  inserted  by 
a  dentist  to  stop  hemorrhage  from  wounds 
caused  by  the  removal  of  teeth  from  the 
mouth  of  the  deceased. 

So,  in  Bayless  v.  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.  14 
Blatchf.  143,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  1,138  (reversed 
in  113  U.  S.  316,  28  L.  ed.  989,  5  Sup.  Ct. 
Kep.  404,  because  the  trial  court  took  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


case  from  the  jury),  it  was  held,  under  an 
accident  policy  providing  that  the  insurance 
should  not  extend  to  any  death  or  disease 
"caused  wholly  or  in  part  by  any  surgical 
operation  or  medical  or  mechanical  treat- 
ment for  disease,"  that  there  could  be  no  re- 
covery for  the  death  of  the  assured,  caused 
by  his  taking  inadvertently  more  opium 
than  he  intended,  the  drug  having  been  pre- 
scribed by  his  physician  to  allay  nervous- 
ness and  restlessness. 

And  in  Herdic  v.  Maryland  Casualty  Co. 
79  C.  C.  A.  156,  149  Fed.  198,  affirming  146 
Fed.  390,  it  was  held  that  a  provision  in 
an  accident  policy  that  it  did  "not  cover 
death  nor  disability  resulting  from  mineral, 
animal,  vegetable,  gaseous,  or  any  other 
kind  of  poisoning  .  .  .  but,  subject  to 
its  conditions,  covers  death  or  disability  re- 
sulting from  septicemia, —  .  .  .  and 
death  only,  as  the  result  of  an  anesthetic, 
while  actually  undergoing  a  surgical  opera- 
tion at  the  hands  of  a  duly  qualified  regu- 
lar physician,"  should  not  be  so  interpreted, 
in  tbe  event  of  death  from  septicemia  en- 
suing upon  a  surgical  operation  for  appen- 
dicitis, as  to  render  inoperative  the  previ- 
ously expressed  and  broadly  characterizing 
limitation  of  the  entire  insurance  to  bodily 
injuries  sustained  through  "external,  vio- 
lent, and  accidental  means,"  and  that  there- 
fore the  policy  did  not  cover  death  so  re- 
sulting. 

In  Flint  v.  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ. 
App.)  43  8.  W.  1079,  under  an  accident  po- 
licy providing,  among  other  things,  that  it 
should  not  cover  death  resulting  from  medi- 
cal treatment,  intoxication,  or  narcotics,  or 
voluntary  or  involuntary  taking  of  poison, 
it  was  held  that  the  insurer  was  not  liable, 
it  appearing  that  the  insured  went  on  a 
spree  until  he  was  extremely  nervous  and 
far  toward  delirium  tremens,  when  he  was 
taken  to  a  sanitarium,  where  a  physician 
administered  hypodermically  several  doses 
of  morphine,  from  the  effects  of  which  he 
died. 

In  Travelers'  Ins.  Ck>.  v.  Murray,  16  Colo. 
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V.  Nederland  L.  Ins.  Co.  43  C.  C.  A.  653,  101 
Fed.  486;  Millville  Mut.  M.  &  F.  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Collerd,  38  N.  J.  L.  480;  Hartford  F.  Ina. 
Co.  V.  Wilson,  187  U.  S.  467,  47  L.  ed.  261, 
23  Sup.  Ct.  Eep.  189;  Myers  v.  Keystone 
Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  27  Pa.  268,  67  Am.  Dee. 
463;  Amos-Richia  v.  Northwestern  Mut.  L. 
Ins.  Co.  152  Fed.  192;  Piedmont  &  A.  L. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Ewing,  92  U.  S.  377,  23  L.  ed. 
610 ;  Equitable  Life  Assur.  Soc.  t.  McElroy, 
28  C.  C.  A.  365,  49  U.  S.  App.  548,  83  Fed. 
631. 

Mere  delay  in  passing  on  an  application, 
or  a  failure  to  signify  rejection,  does  not 
amount  to  an  acceptance. 

Kolien  V.  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Asso. 
28  Fed.  705;  Misselhorn  v.  Mutual  Reserve 
Fund  Life  Asso.  30  Fed.  545;  New  York  L. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Babcock,  104  Ga.  67,  42  L.R.A. 
88,  69  Am.  St.  Rep.  134,  30  S.  E.  273; 
Winchell  v.  Iowa  State  Ins.  Co.  103  Iowa, 
189,  72  N.  W.  503;  Ross  v.  New  York  L.  Ins. 
Co.  124  N.  C.  395,  32  S.  E.  733;  Haskin 
V.  Agricultural  F.  Ins.  Co.  78  Va.  700; 
Equitable  Life  Assur.  Soc.  t.  McElroy, 
supra;  New  York  Union  Mut.  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Johnson,  23  Pa.  72;  Krumm  v.  v.  Jefferson 
F.  Ins.  Co.  8  Ohio  Dec.  Reprint,  103;  Con- 
necticut Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  V.  Rudolph,  45 
Tex  454;  Brink  v.  Merchants'  &  F.  United 
Mut.  Ins.  Asso.  17  S.  D.  235,  95  N.  W.  929; 
\Vinchell  v.  Iowa  State  Ins.  Co.  103  Iowa, 
189,  72  N.  W.  503;  More  v.  New  York 
Bowery  F.  Ins.  Co.  130  N.  Y.  537,  29  N.  E. 
757;  Royal  Ins.  Co.  v.  Beatty,  119  Pa.  6, 
4  Am.  St.  Rep.  622,  12  Atl.  607;  Winnesheik 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Holzgrafe,  53  111.  616,  5  Am.  Rep. 
04;  Harp  v.  Grangers'  Mut.  F.  Ins.  Co.  49 
Md.  307. 

Nonpayment  of  the  premium  made  it  ex- 
tremely unlikely  that  the  delivery  was  un- 
conditional. 

Coffin  V.  New  York  L.  Ins.  Co.  62  C.  C.  A. 
415,  127  Fed.  565;  Hoyt  v.  Mutual  Ben.  L. 
Ins.  Co.  98  Mass.  539;  Markey  v.  Mutual 


Ben.  L.  Ins.  Co.  103  Masa.  78,  118  iSaMi. 

178. 

The  burden  of  proving  the  contract  nied 
upon  was  with  the  plaintiff. 

Mass  V.  Matthews,  30  Minn.  441,  16  N. 
W.  166;  1  Greenl.  Ev.  §  557;  Tucker  v. 
Helgren,  102  Minn.  382,  113  N.  W.  912; 
Neilson  v.  Schuckman,  63  Wis.  638,  11  K. 
W.  44. 

The  complaint  failed  to  show  that  the  re- 
resulting  death  was  caused  solely  by  ex- 
ternal, violent,  and  accidental  means. 

Westmoreland  v.  Preferred  Acci.  Ins.  Co. 
75  Fed.  244;  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.  v.  Murray, 
16  Colo.  296,  25  Am.  Rep.  267,  26  Pac.  774; 
White  V.  Standard  L.  &  Acci.  Ins.  Co.  95 
Minn.  77,  103  N.  W.  735,  884,  S  A.  &  E. 
Ann,  Caa.  83,  National  Masonic  Acci.  Asso. 
V.  Shryrock,  20  C.  C.  A.  3,  36  U.  S.  App.  658, 
73  Fed.  774. 

Messrs.  Keith,  E>viin8,  Thompson,  A 
Fairchlld,  for  respondent; 

The  plaintiff  established  a  prima  facie 
case  by  introducing  the  policy  in  evidence, 
by  proving  the  death  of  the  insured  im- 
mediately following  a  severe  accident,  and 
that  the  policy  was  found  in  his  safe  with 
his  other  insurance  policies. 

Moore  v.  Holmes,  68  Minn.  108,  70  K.  W. 
872 ;  LaPlant  v.  Pratt-Ford  Greenhouse  Co. 
102  Minn.  93,  112  N.  W.  889;  Valentine  v. 
Wheeler,  116  Mass.  478;  Perley  v.  Perley, 
144  Mass.  107,  10  N.  E.  726;  Jones  v.  New 
York  L.  Ins.  Co.  168  Mass.  245,  47  N.  E. 
92;  National  Mut  F.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Spragne, 
40  Colo.  344,  92  Pac.  228;  Massachusetts 
Ben.  Life  Asso.  v.  Sibley,  158  111.  411,  42 
N.  E.  137 ;  Kendrick  v.  Mutual  Ben.  L.  Ins. 
Co.  124  N.  C.  315,  70  Am.  St.  Rep.  592,  32 
8.  E.  728. 

The  payment  of  the  premium  was  not 
necessary  for  the  validity  of  the  policy. 

Kilbom  V.  Prudential  Ins.  Co.  99  Minn. 
176,  108  N.  W.  861;  Kollitz  v.  Equitable 
Mut.  F.  Ins.  Co.  92  Minn.  236,  99  N.  W. 


29fi.  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  267,  26  Pac.  774,  in 
which  the  accident  policy  sued  on  excepted 
death  from  medical  or  surgical  treatment, 
it  was  held  that  where  the  assured  had  been 
injured  by  an  accident  resulting  in  hernia, 
nnd  died  after  a  dangerous  and  unsuccess- 
ful surgical  operation,  performed  when 
death  seemed  inevitable  without  it,  the  ac- 
cident not  the  surgical  operation  was  the 
proximate  cause  of  death. 

In  Fitton  v.  Accidental  Death  Ins.  Co. 
17  C.  B.  N.  S.  122,  it  was  held  that  death 
from  hernia  caused  solely  and  directly  from 
external  violence,  followed  by  a  surgical  op- 
eration performed  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
lieving the  patient,  was  not  witnin  the  ex- 
ception of  an  accident  policy  stipulating 
that  it  did  not  insure  against  death  or  dis- 
ability arising,  among  others,  from  hernia 
or  "any  other  disease  or  cause  arising  with- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


in  the  system  of  the  insured  before,  or  at 
the  time,  or  following  such  accidental  in- 
jury, whether  causing  death  or  disability 
directly  or  jointly  with  such  accidental  in- 
jury." 

In  Bailev  v.  Interstate  Casualty  Co.  8 
App.  Div.  127,  40  N.  Y.  Supp.  513,  affirmed 
without  opinion  in  158  N.  Y.  723,  53  N.  E. 
1123,  in  which  it  appeared  that  the  plain- 
tiff, a  physician,  administered  morphine,  to 
himself  in  his  leg  for  extreme  exhaustion 
and  that,  while  doing  so.  the  carriage  ui 
which  he  waa  riding  at  the  time  suddenly 
started,  by  reason  whereof  he  accidentally 
inserted  the  needle  deeply  into  his  leg,  caus- 
ing the  injuries  complained  of,  it  was  held 
to  be  a  question  for  the  jury  whether  such 
injury  was  sustained  through  "external, 
violent,  or  accidental  means,"  within  the 
meaning  of  the  policy. 
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802;  Michigan  Pipe  Co.  t.  Michigan  F.  &  M. 
Ins.  Co.  92  Mich-  482,  20  L.  R.  A.  277,  52 
N.  W.  1070;  Macdonell  v.  Keller  Mfg.  Co.  90 
Minn.  323,  90  N.  W.  785. 

The  death  of  the  insured  resulted,  directly 
and  independently  of  all  other  causes,  from 
bodily  injuries  effected  solely  through  ex- 
ternal, violent,  and  accidental  means. 

MauufactxirerB'  Acci.  Indemnity  Co.  t. 
Dorgan,  22  L.R.A.  620,  7  C.  C.  A.  531, 
16  U.  S.  App.  200,  58  Fed.  945;  Winspear 
V.  Accident  Ins.  Co.  L.  R.  6  Q.  B.  Div. 
42;  Lawrence  t.  Accidental  Ins.  Co.  L.  R. 
7  Q.  B.  Div.  216;  Lewis  v.  Brotherhood  Acci. 
Co.  194  Mass.  1,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  714,  70 
N.  E.  802;  American  Acci.  Co.  t.  Reigart,  94 
Ky.  647,  21  L.R.A.  651,  42  Am.  St.  Rep.  374, 
23  S.  W.  101;  Paul  v.  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.  112 
N.  Y.  472,  3  L.R.A.  443,  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  768, 
20  N.  E.  347;  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.  v.  Ayers, 
217  111.  390,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  168,  76  N.  E. 
606;  Fidelity  &  C.  Co.  v.  Loewenstein,  46 
L.R.A.  450,  38  C.  C.  A.  20,  07  Fed.  17; 
Pickett  V.  Pacific  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  144  Pa. 
79,  13  L.R.A.  661,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  618,  22 
Atl.  871;  Schmid  t.  Indiana  Travelers' 
Acci.  Asso.  42  Ind.  App.  483,  85  N.  E.  1032. 

O'Brien,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

One  W.  L.  Gardner  had  for  some  time 
carried  an  accident  policy  in  the  Casualty 
Company  of  America,  of  which  the  Fletcher 
Company  was  the  agent  at  Minneapolis. 
Gardner's  policy  expired  June  30,  1008,  and 
about  the  15th  of  that  month  the  Fletcher 
Company,  which  had  ceased  to  be  the  agent 
of  the  Casualty  Company,  and  had  become 
the  agent  of  the  defendant.  United  Surety 
Company,  tendered  to  Gardner  a  policy  of 
the  defendant,  which  it  requested  him  to 
accept  in  place  of  the  one  issued  by  the 
Casualty  Company.  With  the  statement  that 
he  would  examine  it,  look  over  the  contract, 
and  let  the  agent  know  later,  Gardner  re- 
ceived the  policy,  and  after  his  death,  which 
occurred  August  24,  1908,  it  was  found  with 
other  papers  in  his  safe.  Mr.  Lee  H.  Fletch- 
er, the  president  of  the  Fletcher  Company, 
testified  that  policy  was  taken  to  Gardner 
by  Mr.  Knoff, .  a  bookkeeper  employed  by 
the  Fletcher  Company.  Knoff  testified  to 
.handing  the  policy  to  Mr.  Gardner,  as  above 
stated;  that  he  next  called  upon  Gardner 
about  the  middle  of  July,  and  asked  him  for 
a  check  for  the  premium;  that  Gardner  re- 
plied that  he  would  not  pay  the  premium  in 
cash,  but  wanted  the  Fletcher  Company,  or 
Mr.  Fletcher,  to  trade  out  the  amount  of 
the  premium.  Knoff  replied  that  he  had  no 
authority  to  make  such  an  agreement,  but 
would'  report  to  Mr.  Fletcher.  He  again 
saw  Gardner  about  three  weeks  later,  and 
told  him  that  Mr.  Fletcher  would  not  take 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  premium  in  trade,  whereupon  Gardner 
replied  that  Mr.  Fletcher  would  have  to 
trade  out  most  of  it.  He  again  told  Gard- 
ner that  he  had  no  authority  to  agree  to 
the  proposition,  whereupon  Gardner  handed 
him  a  bill  head,  showing  him  what  business 
he  was  in,  and  suggested  that  probably  Mr. 
Fletcher  could  find  something  on  there  for 
him  to  do  and  trade  out  the  premium  in 
that  way.  Nothing  further  occurred  until 
after  Gardner's  death,  when  the  premium 
was  tendered  and  refuged.  The  policy  pur- 
ported upon  its  face  to  insure  W.  h.  Gard- 
ner for  twelve  months  "on  account  of  ac- 
cident, as  hereinafter  described,  from  the 
30th  day  of  June,  1008,  at  12  o'clock  noon, 
standard  time.  .  .  If  the  assured  shall, 
during  the  term  of  this  insurance,  sustain 
bodily  injuries  effected  solely  through  ex- 
ternal, violent,  and  accidental  meins,  sui- 
cide (sane  or  insane)  not  included,  which 
injuries  shall,  directly  and  independently  of 
all  other  causes,  result  in  loss  of  life,  limb, 
sight,  or  time  as  herein  defined,  the  com- 
pany will  pay  the  amount  below  specified," 
— the  minimum  sum  in  case  of  death  being 
$5,000. 

On  August  23,  1908,  Gardner,  while  in  a 
stable,  was  kicked  by  a  horse.  His  thigh 
was  cut,  and  the  evidence  indicates  he  was 
thrown,  and  struck  his  head  against  some 
part  of  the  barn.  After  the  accident  Gard- 
ner appeared  to  be  in  great  distress,  and  a 
physician  was  summoned,  who,  after  dress- 
ing the  wound,  suggested,  as  stables  were 
fruitful  breeding  places  of  tetanus  germs, 
it  might  be  well  to  administer  an  injection 
of  antitetanus  serum,  although  expressing 
the  opinion  that  there  was  not  one  chance  in 
a  million  that  tetanus  would  ensue.  Gard- 
ner consented,  and  towards  the  evening  of 
the  following  day  the  physician  injected  the 
serum.  Immediately  afterwards  Gardner 
was  seized  with  a  fit  of  sneezing,  and  died 
within  a  few  minutes.  A  post  mortem  ex- 
amination disclosed  that  his  lungs  and 
bronchial  tubes  had  been  completely  filled 
through  regurgitation.  PlnintlflT  claims  that 
his  death  was  due  to  suffocation.  The  post 
mortem  also  disclosed  some  injury  to  the 
head,  which  it  was  claimed  was  severe 
enough  to  have  produced  concussion  of  the 
brain.  The  plaintiff,  the  beneficiary  named 
in  the  policy,  introduced  evidence  tending 
to  support  her  claim  that  the  injury  re- 
ceived by  Gardner  was  sufficient  to  cause  a 
shock,  impairing  his  nervous  system  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  regurgitation  of  the  con- 
tents of  his  stomach  ensued,  causing  his 
death  by  suffocation,  and  further,  that  the 
injection  of  the  serum  was  the  proper  treat- 
ment indicated  after  the  accident,  and,  even 
if  such  treatment  caused  the  filling  of  the 
lungs,  his  death  was  still  by  suffocation, 
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of  which  the  accident  was  the  proximate 
cause  J  again,  that  death  from  suffication, 
unless  deliberately  designed,  is  necessarily 
an  accident  insured  against  by  the  policy. 
The  defendant  claims  that  the  policy  was 
never  delivered  or  accepted;  that  death  re- 
sulted solely  from  the  injection  of  the  serum, 
which  treatment  was  not  necessarily  indi- 
cated by  the  injury  which  Gardner  received, 
but  was  at  most  because  of  a  possible  in- 
fection of  the  wound,  which  the  attending 
physician  deemed  it  prudent  to  guard 
against;  that  such  treatment  was  improp- 
'erly  administered  to  the  insured,  who  was 
aiSicted  with  hay  fever,  and  the  injection  of 
the  serum  was  tlie  proximate  cause  of  the 
Kleath,  and  was  not  external,  violent,  or  ac- 
cidental within  the  meaning  of  the  policy. 

The  learned  district  judge  instructed  the 
jviy  in  effect  that,  the  plaintiff  having  pro- 
duced the  policy,  purporting  to  have  been 
executed  by  the  defendant,  and  its  execution 
not  being  specifically  denied  in  the  answer, 
the  burden  of  proof  was,  under  the  statute, 
upon  the  defendant  to  establish  that  the  pol- 
icy had  not  been  executed  and  delivered. 
The  court  continued:  "And  if  upon  this  is- 
sue the  evidence  is  evenly  balanced  between 
the  parties,  or  if  it  preponderates  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff,  you  will  find  thereon  for 
the  plaintiff,  and  will  otherwise  find  there- 
on for  the  defendant."  And  further:  "If 
the  administration  of  the  serum  was  ren- 
'dered  necessary  and  proper  by  the  accidental 
injuries  which  the  deceased  received,  and  if 
the  accident  and  the  serum,  and  they  alone, 
«aused  the  death,  then  the  accident  and  the 
resulting  death  were  such  as  the  defendant 
insured  against."  The  plaintiff  had  a  vw- 
dict,  and  from  the  denial  of  an  alternative 
motion  for  judgment  notwithstanding  the 
verdict,  or  a  new  trial  of  the  action,  the  de- 
fendant appeals. 

1.  It  is  undisputed  that  the  policy  in 
question  was  properly  signed  by  the  defend- 
ant and  tendered  to  the  insured.  It  was 
found  in  his  safe  with  his  other  papers,  and 
there  can  be  no  question  that  those  facts 
'established  prima  facie  the  execution  and 
•delivery  of  the  policy.  IjO.  Plant  v.  Pratt- 
Ford  Greenhouse  Co.  102  Minn.  93,  112  N. 
W.  889;  Amos-Richia  v.  Northwestern  Mut 
li.  Ins.  Co.  (0.  C.)  152  Fed.  192;  Coffin  v. 
New  York  L.  Ins.  Co.  62  C.  C.  A.  416,  127 
Fed.  5S5.  The  defendant  contends  that  the 
•court  erred  in  instructing  the  jury  that,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  the  statute  placed 
upon  the  defendant  the  burden  of  proving 
that  the  policy  contract  was  never  fully  exe- 
«uted  by  a  valid  delivery  and  acceptance  of 
it.  It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  a  dis- 
£«  LJLA.(N.S.) 


cussion  as  to  when  or  under  what  circnm- 
atanoes  during  the  trial  of  an  action  the 
burden  of  proof  shit'ta  from  one  party  to 
the  other,  or  whether  that  is  a  proper  meth- 
od for  describing  the  situation  of  the  parties 
at  any  particular  period  daring  the  course 
of  the  trial.  The  practical  situation  was 
this:  A  duly  signed  policy  issued  by  the 
defendant  was,  after  the  death  of  Uie  in- 
sured found  amongst  his  papers.  This,  to- 
gether with  the  admitted  facts  of  its  gpnu- 
iueness,  established  a  prima  facie  presump- 
tion that  it  was  in  full  force  and  effect; 
and  unless  the  defendant,  by  sufficient  evi- 
dence, overcame  that  presumption,  the  jury 
were  justified  in  finding  the  poli<7'  to  be  a 
valid  obligation  of  the  defendant.  Jones  v. 
New  York  L.  Ins.  Co.  168  Mass.  245,  47  N. 
K.  92. 

Without  going  further,  we  would  at  least 
hold  there  was  no  prejudicial  error  in  thia 
portion  of  the  charge.  But  we  are  inclined 
to  believe  that  the  evidence,  taken  all  to- 
gether, would  have  justified  an  instruction 
requiring  vhe  jury  to  find  the  polity  to  have 
been  in  effect  at  the  time  of  the  insured's 
death.  He  had  retained  it  from  about  the 
middle  of  June  until  the  24th  of  August. 
The  discussions  between  the  insured  and 
Knoff  seem  to  have  assumed  the  acceptance 
of  the  policy,  the  only  dispute  being  as  to 
whether  the  premium  was  to  be  paid  in  cash 
or  in  trade;  and  from  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Fletcher,  it  seems  the  former  policy  was  al- 
lowed to  expire.  There  can  be  little  ques- 
tion that,  had  Gardner  lived  and  had  the 
defendant  brought  suit  to  recover  the 
premium,  it  could  have  recovered  at  least 
the  portion  earned  to  August  24,  1908. 
Macdonell  v.  Keller  M^.  Co.  90  Minn.  323, 
96  N.  W.  786.  The  fact  that  the  premium 
was  not  paid  would  not  of  itself  keep  the 
policy  from  becoming  effective.  Jones  t. 
New  York  L.  Ins.  Co.  supra. 

2.  The  jury  was  instructed  that  if  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  serum  was  rendered  nec- 
essary and  proper  by  the  accidental  injuries 
which  the  insured  received,  and  if  the  acci- 
dent and  the  serum,  and  they  alone,  caused 
his  death,  then  the  insured's  death  was  with- 
in the  terms  of  the  policy.  In  view  of  this 
instruction,  we  cannot  agree  with  plaintiff's 
contention  that,  if  the  evidence  would  have 
sustained  a  finding  that  the  filling  of  the 
lungs  resulted  from  the  nervous  shock  which 
the  deceased  received  when  struck,  the  ver- 
dict should  be  sustained;  for  the  language 
of  the  instruction  was  clearly  to  the  effect 
that,  if  the  treatment  was  proper  and  death 
resulted  from  it,  the  plaintiff  could  recover. 
Nor  do  we  agree  with  plaintiff's  contention 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1910. 


GARDNER  v.  UNITED  SURETY  CO. 


1009 


that  death  from  suffocation  is  in  every  case, 
except  where  such  result  is  intended,  to  be 
regarded  as  produced  by  external,  violent, 
and  accidental  means.  We  think  this  appeal 
must  be  determined  by  considering  whether 
the  injuries  received  by  the  deceased  on 
August  23d  were  the  proximate  cause  of 
his  death  upon  the  following  day;  that  is, 
"was  the  administration  of  the  serum  an  in- 
dependent and  supervening  cause  of  death, 
or  is  it  to  be  considered  one  of  the  possibili- 
ties within  the  contemplation  of  the  parties 
at  the  time  the  contract  was  entered  into! 

Accident  policies  are  intended  to  cover  a 
well-defined  area.  To  clearly  define  its  lia- 
bility, the  defendant  by  this  policy  promised 
indemnity  for  injuries  received  through  "ex- 
ternal, violent,  and  accidental  means."  It 
would  have  been  almost  impossible  to  enu- 
merate the  consequences  which  might  re- 
sult from  an  accident,  but  it  was  compara- 
tivply  easy  to  describe  the  character  of  the 
accident  against  the  results  of  which  the 
policy  holder  is  indemnified.  The  language 
of  the  policy  does  this,  and  when  an  insured 
is  injured  by  "external,  violent,  i^d  acci- 
dental means,"  the  indemnity  promised  is 
for  every  injury  which  results  therefrom. 
The  parties  contemplated  that  the  individual 
injured  would  act  as  an  ordinary,  normal 
person,  and  that  a  physician  would  be 
called,  whose  judgment  would  be  relied  upon 
for  the -treatment  to  be  administered;  and 
where,  as  in  tliis  case,  a  reputable  member 
of  the  medical  profession  was  called,  and 
his  treatment  was  regular,  ordinary,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  teacltings  of  his  profes- 
sion, there  can,  it  seems  to  us,  be  no  escape 
from  the  conclusion  that  the  treatment  ad- 
ministered was  a  natural  and  anticipated  re- 
sult of  such  injury,  and  that,  although  death 
might  not  have  resulted  had  no  injection  of 
serum  been  made,  the  original  injury,  con- 
fessedly received  under  conditions  within  the 
terms  of  the  policy  contract,  must  be  held 
to  be  the  proximate  cause  of  death.  The 
reasoning  of  this  court  in  White  v.  Stand- 
ard Life  &  Acci.  Ins.  Co.  95  Minn.  77,  103 
N.  W.  735,  884,  5  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  83,  sus- 
tains this  view,  although  the  facts  in  that 
case  were  entirely  different  from  those  in  the 
case  at  bar. 

The  evidence  did  not  conclusively  show 
that,  even  if  the  insured  was  afflicted  with 
the  disease  known  as  "hay  fever,"  the  injec- 
tion of  the  serum  would  be  fatal;  and  it 
follows  that  the  court  properly  instructed 
the  jury  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  re- 
cover if  the  treatment  given  was  rendered 
necessary  and  proper  by  the  injuries,  and 
that  death  resulted  solely  from  the  injuries 
and  the  injection  of  the  serum. 

Order  afBrmed. 
26  L.RA.(NS.) 


PENNSYIiVANIA.   SUPIUIHB   COURT. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

V. 

HENRY  FISHER,  Appt. 
•<226  Pa.  180,  75  Atl.  204.) 

Trial  —  misconduct  of  Jury  ^  reversal. 

1.  A  conviction  for  homicide  will  be  re- 
versed where  the  jury,  pending  the  trial, 
were  allowed  to  mingle  with  the  crowd  in 
the  lobby  of  the  hotel  where  they  stopped 
and  in  the  corridors  of  the  courthouse,  and 
were  permitted  to  secure  intoxicating  liquor 
at  saloons,  and  have  it  brought  to  their 
room  in  the  hotel. 

Appeal  —  delay  of  trial. 

2.  That  a  prisoner  was  not  brought  to 
trial  within  two  terms  after  his  arreat  can- 
not be  considered  on  appeal  from  a  convic- 
tion, where  the  question  is,  under  the  stat- 
ute, to  be  raised  by  a  habeas  corpus  pro- 
ceeding. 

Trial  —  delay  —  fault  of  accused. 

3.  A  prisoner  is  not  entitled  to  be  dis- 
charged because  not  brought  to  trial  within 
two  terms  after  his  arrest,  where  the  delay 
was  caused  by  his  own  conduct  or  condi- 
tion. 

(January  3,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  for 
Northumberland  County  convicting  him  of 
murder.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  John  I.  Welsh,  J.  A.  Welsh, 
and  C.  K.  Morganroth,  for  appellant: 

Juries  in  trials  involving  human  life 
should  be  kept  aloof,  and  free  from  all  out- 
side influences. 

Com.  v.  Gearhardt,  205  Pa.  387,  54  Atl. 
1029;  Kramer  v.  Kister,  187  Pa.  227,  44 
L.R.A.  432,  40  Atl.  1008;  Moss  v.  Com.  107 
Pa.  267;  Com.  v.  Manfredi,  162  Pa.  144.  29 
Atl.  404;  Com.  v.  Eisenhower,  181  Pa.  470, 
59  Am.  St  Rep.  670,  37  Atl.  521 ;  Peiffer  v. 
Com.  15  Pa.  468,  53  Am.  Dec.  COS ;  Hilands 
V.  Com.  Ill  Pa.  1,  58  Am.  Rep.  235,  2  Atl. 
70;  Alexander  v.  Com.  105  Pa.  1. 

Messrs.  A.  K.  Delblcr,  H.  W.  Cum- 
mings,  and  D.  W.  Shlpman,  for  appellee: 

Either  the  application  for,  or  the  assent 
of  the  prisoner  to,  a  postponement,  deprives 
him  of  the  right  to  a  discharge  under  the 
two-term  rule. 

Ex  parte  Walton,  2  Whart.  501;  Respub- 
lica  V.  Arnold,  3  Yeates,  263 ;  Com.  v.  Pulte, 
14  Phila.  398;  Com.  ex  rel.  McGurk  v.  Su- 
perintendent of  County  Prison,  97  Pa.  211. 

The  defendant  was  not  prejudiced  by  the 


Note.  —  As  to  permitting  separation  of 
jury  in  capital  case,  see  note  to  Armstrong 
V.  State,  24  L.R.A.(N.3.)  776. 
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Beparation  or  any  gross  misconduct  on  the 
part  of  the  jury,  and  the  verdict  should  be 
afBrmed. 
Com.  V.  Thompson,  4  Pbila.  215. 

Mestreznt,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

More  than  half  a  century  ago  Chief  Jus- 
tice Gibson,  speaking  for  this  court  in  Peif- 
fer  V.  Com.  15  Pa.  4G8,  470,  53  Am.  Dec. 
605,  said:  "Even  the  forms  and  usages  of 
the  law  conduce  to  justice;  but  the  common 
law,  which  forbids  the  separation  of  a  jury 
iu  a  capital  case  before  they  have  been  dis- 
charged of  the  prisoner,  touches  not  matter 
of  form,  but  matter  of  substance.  It  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that,  if  it  were  abolished, 
few  influential  culprits  would  be  convicted, 
and  that 'few  friendless  ones,  pursued  by 
powerful  prosecutors,  would  escape  convic- 
tion. Jurors  are  as  open  to  prejudice  from 
persuasion  as  other  men,  and  neither  con- 
venience nor  economy  ought  to  be  consulted, 
in  order  to  guard  them  against  it.  Let 
them  have  every  comfort  compatible  with 
their  duties ;  but  let  them  not  be  exposed  to 
the  converse  of  those  who  might  pervert 
their  judgment." 

In  Com.  V.  Roby,  12  Pick.  496,  519,  the 
learned  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  speaking  for  the 
supreme  judicial  court  of  Massachusetts  on 
the  same  subject,  said:  "The  result  of  the 
authorities  is  that,  where  there  is  an  irregu- 
larity which  may  affect  the  impartiality  of 
the  proceedings,  as  where  meat  and  drink  or 
other  refreshment  has  been  furnished  by  a 
party,  or  ivhere  the  jury  have  been  exposed 
to  the  effect  of  such  influence,  as  M'here  they 
have  improperly  separated  themselves,  or 
have  had  communications  not  authorized, 
there,  inasmuch  as  there  can  be  no  certainty 
that  the  verdict  has  not  been  improperly 
influenced,  the  proper  and  appropriate  mode 
of  correction  or  relief  is  by  undoing  what  is 
thus  improperly,  and  may  have  been  cor- 
ruptly, done;  or  where  the  irregularity  con- 
sists in  doing  that  which  may  disqualify 
the  jurors  for  proper  deliberation  and  exer- 
cise of  their  reason  and  judgment,  as  where 
ardent  spirits  are  introduced,  there  it  would 
be  proper  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  because 
no  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  its  purity 
and  correctness."  These  cardinal  rules 
should  control  courts  in  dealing  with  the 
conduct  of  jurors,  and  especially  in  cases 
where  a  defendant  is  on  trial  for  his  life. 
He  has  the  right  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  his 
countrymen  who  are  free  from  bias  and 
prejudice,  and  who  ane  permitted  to  hear 
and  deliberate  upon  his  case  from  the  evi- 
dence which  is  produced  on  the  trial,  with- 
out any  communico'tion  or  interference  by 
outside  parties.  It  is  upon  such  evidence 
that  the  gailt  or  the  innocence  of  the  de- 
26  L.R.A.{N.S.) 


fendant  should  be  determined,  and  he  has 
the  right  to  demand  of  the  court  that  co 
other  evidence  shall  be  heard  or  considered 
by  the  jury.  It  is  also  the  duty  of  the 
court  to  see  that  the  jury,  -after  they  are 
charged  with  the  prisoner,  are  not  exposed 
to  contact  or  do  not  communicate  with  out- 
siders either  during  the  progress  of  the  trial. 
or  after  they  have  returned  to  their  room  to 
deliberate  and  make  up  their  verdict.  In 
other  words,  from  the  time  the  jury  is  sworn 
until  they  have  returned  their  verdict  to 
the  court,  they  must  be  kept  entirely  aloof 
and  free  from  contact  or  communication 
with  other  parties  than  the  bailiffs  who  have 
them  in  keeping  during  the  trial.  This  is 
absolutely  necessary  if  the  case  is  to  be 
tried  by  an  impartial  and  unbiased  jury, 
and  the  constituticmal  rights  of  the  defend- 
ant are  to  be  protected. 

While  the  jury  are  to  be  kept  free  from 
outside  influences  during  the  trial,  it  is 
equally  important  that  the  jurors  be  what 
the  law  requires  them  to  be,  "sober,  intelli- 
gent, and  judicious  persons,"  and  that  they 
continue  to  be  such  until  the  verdict  has 
been  rendered,  and  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  defendant  has  been  determined.  It  ii> 
for  this  reason  that  courts  of.  justice  will 
not  permit  a  jury  charged  with  passing  upon 
the  life  of  a  prisoner  to  receive  and  use  in- 
toxicating liquors  while  they  have  the  pris- 
oner in  charge.  The  twelve  men  who  have 
been  summoned  and  sworn  to  pass  upon  his 
guilt  or  innocence  should  be  free  from  the 
effects  of  intoxicants,  which,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  disqualify 
them  for  -a  "proper  deliberation  and  exer- 
cise of  their  reason  and  judgment." 

Henry  Fisher,  the  defendant,  was  indicted 
in  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  of  North- 
umberland county,  and  was  convicted  of 
murder  of  the  first  degree.  Vjion  appeal  to 
this  court,  the  judgment  was  reversed  and  a 
new  trial  was  ordered.  Fisher  was  again 
tried,  convicted  of  murder  of  the  first  de- 
gree, aiid  has  taken  this  appeal.  Among 
his  other  complaints,  he  alleges  serious  and 
grave  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  jury, 
which,  he  contends,  has  deprived  him  of  his 
constitutional  rights.  We  agree  with  him, 
and  are  compelled  to  reverse  the  judgment 
on  that  ground.  The  learned  court  below 
was  asked  to  correct  the  misconduct  of  the 
jury  by  granting  a  new  trial,  and  we  think 
it  apparent  from  the  opinion  of  the  learned 
judge  refusing  the  new  trial,  as  well  as  the 
concessions  made  by  the  counsel  for  the 
commonwealth  in  his  argument  to  this  court, 
that  a  new  trial  should  have  been  granted. 
We  will  not  go  over  in  detail  the  testimony 
disclosing  the  misconduct  of  the  jurors  dur- 
ing the  trial  and  after  they  had  retired  to 
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deliberate  upon  tlie  verdict.    We  will  refer 
to  it  briefly. 

It  is  apparent  that  Korthumberland  coun- 
ty doea  not  have  proper  and  suitable  ac- 
commodations for  jurors  impaneled  in  homi- 
cide cases.  This  is  conceded  by  counsel  on 
both  sides  of  the  case,  and  is  made  further 
apparent  by  the  fact  that  thig  court  has 
reviewed  two  capital  cases  from  the  county, 
and  in  booh  cases  we  were  required  to  pass 
upon  the  misconduct  of  the  jurors.  In  the 
present  cose  the  jury  was  sworn  at  7:30 
p.  M.  on  Wednesday,  and  returned  a  ver- 
dict the  following  Saturday  about  2:30 
T.  M.  The  jury  were  put  in  charge  of  two 
tipstaves,  one  of  whom,  it  is  apparent,  is  a 
man  whose  many  years  unfit  him  for  the 
position.  The  usual  oath  was  administered 
to  these  tipstaves,  in  which  they  swore  that 
they  would  not  permit  any  person  to  apeak 
to  the  jurors,  nor  speak  to  them  themselves, 
nor  would  they  speak  to  them  in  relation 
to  the  trial  except  to  ask  if  they  had  agreed 
upon  their  verdict  or  to  return  to  the  court 
room,  or  concerning  their  health,  comfort, 
and  necessities  while  in  their  custody.  Dur- 
ing the  trial,  while  the  jury  were  not  in 
court,  they  were  kept  at  a  hotel  in  the 
busiest  part  of  the  town,  which,  for  the 
reasons  shown  by  the  depositions,  was  an 
improper  and  unfit  place.  When  they  left 
the  jury  box,  they  wero  required  to  pass 
through  the  crowd  in  the  court  room  and 
in  a  hall ;  and  they  entered  the  hotel  through 
the  corridor  where  they  caine  in  contact 
with  the  guests  of  the  house.  It  seems  that 
the  sessions  of  the  court  were  extended  into 
the  night.  A  short  time  after  the  jury  had 
been  sworn,  one  of  the  jurors  left  his  fel- 
lows and  went  with  a  tipstaff  to  a  saloon, 
and  there  both  he  and  the  tipstaff  obtained 
beer  and  cigars.  The  juror  testified  that, 
wliiija  he  was  in  the  saloon,  he  did  not  use 
the  telephone,  but  in  this  he  was  positively 
contradicted  by  the  tipstaff,  who  testified 
that  the  juror  did  talk  on  the  telephone 
with  some  unknown  person.  Of  course,  what 
was  said  to  him  over  the  telephone  could 
be  known  only  by  himself  and  the  person 
with  wh<Hn  he  conversed.  The  tipstaff  in  the 
first  part  of  his  examination  testified  that 
he  heard  the  conversation,  but  finally  ad- 
mitted that  he  did  not  know  what  was  said 
by  the  party  talking  with  the  juror.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  testimony  that  this  juror 
was  absent  from  the  other  jurors  without 
their  knowledge.  On  Thursday  night,  about 
midnight,  after  the  jurors  had  returned  to 
their  room  in  the 'hotel,  two  of  their  number 
left  the  room  and  the  hotel  with  a  tipstaff, 
and  went  across  the  street  to  a  saloon  some 
distance  away.  There  were  other  persons  in 
the  saloon  who  v.ere  discussing  the  topics  of 
the  Hnv.  It  may  well  be  assumed  that  one 
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of  the  topics  under  discussion  was  the  Fish- 
er homicide  trial,  which  then  seemed  to  be 
-exciting  much  attention  in  that  community. 
While  in  the  saloon  one  of  the  jurors  and 
the  tipstaff  drank  at  the  bar.  The  other 
juror  during  the  time  was  some  distance 
apart  from  them,  near  the  wall.  The  latter 
was  questioned  in  regard  to  the  Fisher  case 
until  the  tipstaff  interfered.  The  extent  of 
this  conversation  does  not  clearly  appear 
from  the  testimony.  While  the  tipstaff  tes- 
tified that  there  was  no  conversation  with 
the  juror,  yet  his  recollection  is  clearly  at 
fault  if  other  testimony  on  the  subject  is 
credible. 

The  jurors  were  frequently  in  the  corri- 
dor of  the  hotel  where  the  other  guests  as- 
sembled and  conversed.  They  were  thereby 
thrown  in  close  contact  with  outsiders,  and 
could  hear  their  conversation.  It  was  testi- 
fied by  a  disinterested  witness  that  on  one 
of  these  occasions  one  of  the  jurors  was 
spoken  to.  This  the  tipstaff  denied.  During 
the  time  the  jurora  were  walking  or  loung- 
ing in  the  lobby  they  were  'necessarily  sep- 
arated, and  what  they  heard  and  with  whom 
they  conversed  cannot  positively  be  known. 
It  is  apparent,  however,  that  there  was  an 
opportunity  for  them  to  be  approached  upon 
the  subject  of  the  trial.  On  one  occasion  it 
appears  that  three  of  the  jurors  were  in  a 
toilet  room  with  another  party  and  with  the 
tipstaff  on  the  outside,  and  not  in  a  position 
to  know  what  was  taking  place  between  the 
jurors  and  the  other  party.  On  another  oc- 
casion, while  the  court  was  in  session,  cer- 
tain jurors  left  the  box,  passed  through  the 
audience  in  the  court  room  and  the  crowd 
in  the  hall  to  the  toilet  room,  unaccom- 
panied by  any  officer.  On  another  occasion 
a  tipstaff  took  two  or  three  of  the  jurors  to 
a  barber  shop.  Again,  one  of  the  jurors  left 
his  colleagues  and  went  to  a  drug  store  so 
frequently  that  the  tipstaff  who  accom- 
panied him  complained  of  it.  On  these  oc- 
casions the  juror  got  "stomach  medicine" 
and  cigarettes. 

In  addition  to  the  conduct  of  some  of  the 
members  of  the  jury  in  separating  them- 
selves from  their  colleagues,  and  going  to  a 
drug  store,  to  a  salaon  outside  of  the  hotel 
where  they  were  stopping,  and  to  barber 
shops,  it  appears  from  the  testinumy,  and  it 
it  conceded,  that  on  several  occasions  they 
had  both  beer  and  whisky  in  their  room  at 
the  hotel.  The  quantity  of  each  is  not 
known;  nor  is  it  known  who  furnished  the 
greater  part  of  it.  On  some  occasions  the 
tipstaves  would  bring  it  to  the  jury,  on' 
others  it  would  be  brought  by  the  bell  boys 
at  the  hotel.  One  juror  said  he  had  a  pint 
of  whisky,  another  said  that  he  ordered 
whatever  whisky  he  needed  and  got  it,  and 
another  spoke  of  the  quantity  of  beer  used. 
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The  beer  was  taken  to  the  room  in  bottles 
and  a  lard  can.  One  juror  testified  that  he 
told  the  tipstaff  what  liquor  he  wanted  and 
he  got  it,  and  another  that  the  jurors  them- 
selves brought  liquor  to  the  room.  During 
the  drinking  it  appears  that  the  tipstaves 
and  the  jurors  "were  talking  backwards  and 
forwards."  It  seems  from  the  testimony 
that  the  tipstaves  also  participated  in  the 
drinking.  One  of  the  tipstaves  testified  that 
the  bell  boys  brought  the  whisky  to  them, 
but  he  did  not  know  wiio  ordered  it. 

We  will  not  go  further  into  the  testimony 
showing  the  misconduct  of  the  jurors  who 
were  impaneled  to  determine  the  guilt  or 
innocence  of  the  defendant.  What  has  been 
stated  was  amply  suflScient  to  require  and 
compel  the  learned  judge  below  to  set  aside 
the  verdict,  and  grant  the  defendant  a  new 
trial.  In  the  recent  civil  case  of  Mix  ▼. 
North  American  Co.  209  Pa.  636,  645,  59 
Atl.  272,  274,  where  the  trial  judge,  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  misconduct  of  the  jury,  de- 
clined to  set  aside  the  verdict,  our  Brother 
Brown,  in  speaking  for  the  court  and  revers- 
ing the  judgment  against  the  defendant  for 
such  misconduct,  said :  "Here  the  deviation 
was  gross.  Officers  were  utterly  regardless 
of  their  oath  in  allowing  the  jury  to  sep- 
arate, and  the  jurors  themselves  were  heed- 
less of  their  duty  in  doing  so;  and,  taking 
their  separation  into  consideration,  in  con- 
nection with  their  communication  with  out- 
side parties  after  they  had  retired  to  their 
room  and  with  the  gambling  that  was  con- 
tinued only  after  money  had  been  sent  for 
and  received  from  the  outside,  their  miscon- 
duct cannot  escape  judicial  condemnation." 
This  language  may  well  be  applied  to  the 
case  in  hand.  There  was  apparently  no 
effort  to  seclude  this  jury  from  contact 
with  the  public.  They  were  permitted  to 
pass  through  the  crowds  in  the  court  room, 
in  the  hall,  «nd  in  the  corridor  of  the 
hotel.  They  were  permitted  to  go  to  sa- 
loons, a  drug  store,  and  barber  shops,  where 
they  came  in  contact  with  outsiders.  They 
spoke  with  other  parties,  and,  if  the  tip- 
staff is  to  be  believed,  one  of  the  jurors 
who  did  communicate  with  an  outsider  tes- 
tified falsely  to  the  fact.  In  a  recent  ap- 
peal from  this  same  court  we  declared  it 
to  be  a  reprehensible  practice  to  permit 
jurors  during  a  murder  trial  to  separate 
so  far  as  to  go  to  a  barber  shop,  al- 
though under  the  charge  of  an  officer;  and 
we  further  emphatically  said:  "To  permit 
them  to  separate,  and  some  of  them  to  go  to 
a  public  room  where  they  might  be  brought 
in  contact  and  communication  with  others, 
was  a  palpable  violation  of  the  unbroken 
practice  of  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer, 
e?j)ecially  in  capital  cases,  and  meets  with 
(vur  condemnation."  Com.  v.  Gearhardt,  205 
Pa.  387,  393,  54  Atl.  1029,  1031.     In  the 
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same  case  we  also  said:  "We  unhesitating- 
ly condemn  such  indifference  to  their  oath 
on  the  part  of  the  officers,  and  such  heedless- 
ness of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  jurors,  for 
they  doubtless  heard  the  oath  administered 
to  the  tipstaves."  If  we  add  to  the  separa- 
tion of  the  jury  and  its  attending  circum- 
stances the  fact  that  both  whisky  and  beer 
in  unknown  quantities  were  taken  to  the  jury 
room  at  the  hotel  and  were  consumed  by  the 
jurors  in  the  manner  shown  by  the  evidence, 
there  can  be  no  question  that  the  learned 
trial  judge  abused  his  discretion  when  he  re- 
fused to  set  aside  the  verdict.  It  is  seldom 
we  are  pleased  to  say,  that  this  court  is 
called  upon  to  review  a  case  where  the  trial 
court'  has  permitted  a  verdict  of  murder  of 
the  first  degree  to  stand  which  was  obtained 
under  such  circumstances.  Verdicts  ob- 
tained under  circumstances  of  this  character 
cannot  receive  the  approval  of  a  judge  or 
court  which  has  proper  respect  for  and  en- 
forces the  constitutional  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen. The  defendant  had  a  right  to  be  tried 
by  a  jury  who  were  free  from  the  contamina- 
tion and  influence  of  outsiders,  and  were 
above  suspicion  of  being  intoxicated,  while 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  For  such 
gross  misconduct  of  the  jury  as  appears 
from  the  evidence  in  this  case,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  sustain  the  assignment  of  error 
and  set  the  verdict  aside. 

We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  consider 
the  other  assignments  of  error.  We  may 
suggest,  however,  that  the  right  of  the  de- 
fendant to  be  discharged  under  the  "two- 
term  rule"  is  essentially  a  habeas  corpus 
proceeding  under  §  54  of  the  act  of  March 
31,  1860  (P.  L.  443),  which  is  a  re-enact- 
ment of  act  Feb.  18,  1785  (2  Smith's  Laws, 
p.  277),  §  3.  This  proceeding  is  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  trial  of  the  cause,  and 
is  not  reviewable  on  this  appeal.  Clark  v. 
Com.  29  Pa.  129.  If,  however,  the  assign- 
ment is  considered,  it  must  be  overruled,  be- 
cause the  continuance  was  caused  by  the  con- 
dition or  conduct  of  the  defendant  himself. 
He  is  therefore  not  in  a  position  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  statute. 

While  it  is  unnecessary  to  pass  upon  the 
assignments  alleging  error  in  overruling  the 
defendant's  challenge  for  cause  to  certain 
jurors,  we  may  suggest,  as  the  case  must  be 
retried,  that  the  rule  which  the  cour^.  should 
observe  is  well  stated  in  Staup  v.  Com.  74 
Pa.  458;  OTklara  v.  Com.  75  Pa.  424;  and  Al- 
lison V.  Com.  99  Pa.  17.  The  next  will  be  at 
least  the  third  trial  of  the  defendant  for 
this  offense,  and,  as  the  peqple  of  Northum- 
berland county  generally  are  familiar  with 
the  case,  the  learned  trial  "court  may  have 
occasion   to   apply  the   rule    applicable  to 
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challenges  of  jurors  who  have  beard  or  read 
the  testimony  given  on  a  former  trial. 

The  judgment  is  reversed,  and  a  venire 
facias  de  noTO  is  awarded. 


NEW  TOBK  COURT  OP  APPEAIjS. 

STATE  BOARD  OP  PHARMACY,  Respt, 

T.     - 

GARDINER  D.  MATTHEWS  et  al.,  Appta. 

(197  N.  Y.  353,  90  N.  E.  966.) 

Drnsgists  —  resnlatlon  of  sale  —  iodine 
—  arnica  —  camphor. 

1.  The  tincrares  of  iodine  and  arnica  and 
spirits  of  camphor,  contained  in  sealed  bot- 
tles, are  witliin  the  provisions  of  a  stat- 
ute forbidding  the   sale   of   medicines   and 


poisons  except  in  the  presence  and  under 
the  supervision  of  a  licensed  pharmacist. 

Same  —  domestic  remedies  —  restrict- 
ing sale. 

2.  Restricting  the  sale  of  domestic  rem- 
edies or  perfectly  harmless  medicinal  pre- 
parations to  licensed  pharmacists  is  with- 
in the  police  power  of  the  state,  and  does 
not  infringe  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
citizens. 

Constitutional   law   —discrimination   — 
sale  of  medicines. 

3.  A  statute  limiting  the  sale  of  medi- 
cines to  licensed  pharmacists  is  not  void  for 
unconstitutional  discrimination  because  it 
permits  the  sale  of  certain  remedies  by  mer- 
chants in  villages  if  their  places  of  business 
are  more  than  3  miles  distant  from  a  drug 
store. 

(January  25,   1910.) 


Note  —  What  are  medicinea,  drugs,  or 
potaona  within  the  meaning  of  atat- 
utea  regulating  phartnacista. 

It  was  held  in  Kentucky  Bd.  of  Phar- 
macy v.  Cassidy,  115  Ky.  690,  74  S.  W.  730, 
that  a  statute  prohibiting  the  sale  of  any 
drug,  medicine,  chemical,  poison,  or  phar- 
maceutical preparation  for  medical  use,  or 
compound,  except  by  a  registered  pharma- 
cist, did  not  apply  to  the  sale  of  patent  and 
proprietary  medicines. 

"Beef,  Iron,  and  Wine"  was  admitted  to 
be  for  uses  exclusively  medicinal  in  State 
V.  Donaldson,  41  Minn.  74,  42  N.  W.  781, 
and  its  sale  was  held  a  violation  of  an  act 
limiting  the  sale  of  drugs,  medicines,  or 
poisons  to  licensed  druggists. 

Tobacco,  while  unquestionably  posse.ssing 
a  property  that  is  used  as  a  medicine,  can- 
not, in  its  manufactured  form  of  cigars, 
cigarettes,  etc.,  be  said  to  be  in  any  sense  a 
drug  or  medicine,  so  as  to  allow  its  sale  on 
Sundays  by  one  allowed  to  sell  drugs  on 
that  day.  Penniston  v.  Newman,  117  Ga. 
700,  46  S.  E.  65;  State  v.  Ohmer,  34  Mo. 
App.  115;  Com.  v.  Marzynski,  149  Mass.  68, 
21  N.  E.  228. 

The  application  of  a  law  prohibiting  the 
sale  of  drugs,  medicines,  and  poisons  ex- 
cept by  licensed  pharmacists,  to  the  sale  of 
borax,  was  commented  upon  as  follows  in 
8tat^  V.  Donaldson,  supra:  "It  nowhere 
appears  that  the  borax  was  sold  for  medici- 
nal purposes.  It  stands  admitted  (which  is 
a  matter  of  common  knowledge)  that  while 
borax  is  aiten  used  in  compounding  medi- 
cines, and  prescribed  for  medical  purposes, 
yet  it  is  quite  as  much  used  in  metallurgi- 
cal operations  and  especially  in  soldering; 
that  it  is  extensively  and  generally  used 
for  domestic  and  household  purposes;  that 
it  is  a  simple  and  exceedingly  helpful  agent, 
applicable  to  many  of  the  commonest  wants 
and  operations  of  men,  wholly  disconnected 
with  physicians'  prescriptions  or  the  com- 
pounding of  medicines.  The  statute  was 
evidently  aimed  at  articles  used  as  medi- 
cines; and  in  order  to  give  it  a  reasonable 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


construction,  its  application  must  be  con- 
fined to  those  articles  whose  primary  and 
principal  use  is  medicinal,  or  what  are  com- 
monly understood  as  medicines;  or,  at  least, 
if  it  is  to  be  extended  to  any  other  articles, 
it  must  be  limited  to  cases  where  they  are 
prepared  and  sold  for  mediciual  purposes." 

A  mixture  of  prussic  acid  and  rosewater, 
furnished  upon  the  prescription  of  a  phy- 
sician, was  held  in  Berry  v.  Henderson,  L.  R. 
5  Q.  B.  296,  to  be  a  medicine  within  the 
meaning  of  a  clause  in  a  pharmacy  statute 
excepting  from  a  requirement  that  poisons 
be  labeled  as  such,  "medicine  dispensed  by 
a  registered  person." 

In  Watson  v.  State,  45  Tex.  Crim.  Rep. 
509,  78  S.  W.  504,  the  sale  of  whisky  on 
a  physician's  prescription  was  held  not  to 
have  been  a  violation  of  a  statute  making 
it  unlawful  for  any  person  except  a  quali- 
fied pharmacist  to  compound  prescriptions 
or  retail  medicines. 

In  Gault  v.  State,  34  6a.  533,  it  was  de- 
cided that  whisky  was  not  a  drug,  so  as  to 
allow  an  apothecary  to  retail  the  same  with- 
out a  license  for  selling  spirituous  liquors. 

It  was  said  in  R.  v.  Howarth,  33  U.  C. 
Q.  B.  537,  that  prima  facie  the  buying  on 
Sunday  of  peppermint  lozengers,  when  sold 
by  a  man  carrying  on  the  business  of  a 
druggist  and  dealer  in  medicines  in  a  shop 
kept  open  for  a  limited  time  only  on  Sun- 
day, is  the  purchase  of  a  medicine,  within 
the  meaning  of  an  act  allowing  the  sale  of 
drugs  and  medicines  on  that  day. 

The  sale  in  original  sealed  bottles  of 
paregoric  and  of  quinine  pills  has  been  held 
a  violation  of  an  act  making  it  unlawful 
for  any  person  other  than  a  registered  phar- 
macist to  retail  medicines  or  poisons,  on  the 
ground  that  the  prohibition  applied  not- 
withstanding the  articles  sold  were  in  the 
original  packages  of  the  manufacturer. 
People  V.  Abraham,  16  App.  Div.  60,  44 
N.  Y.  Supp.   1077. 

Tincture  of  arnica,  tincture  of  iodine,  and 
spirits  of  camphor  were  recognized  as  medi- 
cines in  State  Hd.  of  Pharmacy  v.  Matthews, 
52  Misc.  492,  102  N.  Y.  Supp.  507,  although 
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APPEAL  by  defendants  from  an  order  of 
the  Appellate  Division  of  the  Supreme] 
Court,  First  Department,  affirming  a  deter-  j 
mination  of  the  Appellate  Term,  reversing 
a  judgment  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  dismissing  the  complaint 
in  an  action  brought  to  recover  certain  stat- 
utory penalties  for  alleged  violation  of  the 
pharmacy  law.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Kdmond  E.  Wise,  for  appellants: 

The  articles  tincture  of  iodine,  tincture  of 
arnica,  and  spirits  of  camphor,  when  sold 
in  sealed  bottles,  are  within  the  exceptions 
of  the  statute  which  prohibits  the  sale,  un- 
der penalties,  of  "medicines  or  poisons,"  ex- 
cept in  the  presence  and  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  a  licensed  pharmacist. 

State  V.  Donaldson,  41  Minn.-  74,  42  N.  W. 
781 ;  Kentucky  Bd.  of  Pharmacy  v.  Cassidy, 
116  Ky.  690,  74  S.  W.  730;  Noel  v.  People, 
187  III.  587,  52  L.R.A.  287,  79  Am.  St.  Rep. 
238, 58  N.  E.  616:  Magoun  v.  Illinois  Trust  &. 
Sav.  Bank,  170  U.  S.  283,  42  L.  ed.  1037, 
18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  694;  People  ex  rel.  Far- 
rington  v.  Meosching,  187  N.  Y.  8,  10  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  625,  79  N.  E.  884,  10  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  101;  Burks  v.  Bosso,  180  N.  Y.  344,  105 
Am.  St.  Rep.  762,  73  N.  E.  68;  Bell  v.  New 
York,  105  N.  Y.  139,  11  N.  E.  405;  People 
T.  Fisher,  83  111.  App.  114. 

An  interpretation  of  the  statute  prohibit- 
ing the  free  sale  of  the  articles  in  question 
or  similar  articles  would  make  it  unconsti- 
tutional. 

Re  Jacobs,  98  N.  Y.  98,  60  Am.  Rep.  636 ; 
Wright  v.  Hart,  182  N.  Y.  330,  2  L.R.A. 
(NS.)  338,  75  N.  E.  404,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  263;  People  v.  Hawkins,  157  N.  Y.  1, 
42  L.R.A.  490,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  736,  61  N.  E. 
257 ;  People  ex  rel.  John  Single  Paper  Co.  v. 
Edgconib,  112  App.  Div.  G04,  08  N.  Y.  Supp. 


966;  Schnaier  v.  Navarre  Hotel  &  Importa- 
tion Co.  182  N.  Y.  83,  70  L.R.A.  722,  108  Am. 
St.  Rep.  790,  74  N.  E.  661;  Hennington  v. 
Georgia,  163  U.  S.  299,  41  L.  ed.  166,  16 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1086;  Lawton  v.  Steele,  152 
U.  S.  133,  38  L.  ed.  385,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
499.    • 

The  legislature  cannot,  under  the  pretense 
of  exercising  the  police  power,  or  under  any 
other  claim  or  pretense,  enact  a.  law  pro- 
hibiting harmless  acts,  and  the  courts  may 
examine  into  and  annul  such  illegal  legis- 
lation. 

Re  Jacobs,  supra;  Stuart  v.  Palmer,  74 
N.  Y.  183,  30  Am.  Rep.  289;  People  v.  Equi- 
table  Trust  Co.  96  N.  Y.  387;  Rockwell  v. 
Nearing,  35  N.  Y.  302;  Frank  L.  Fisher  Co. 
V.  Woods,  187  N.  Y.  90,  12  L.R.A.{N.S.) 
707,  70  N.  E.  830;  People  ex  rel.  Wineburgh 
Advertising  Co.  v.  Murphy,  196  N.  Y.  126, 
21  L.RAl.(N.S.)  735,  88  N.  E.  17;  People  v. 
Orange  County  Road  Constr.  Co.  175  N.  Y. 
84,  66  L.R.A  33,  67  N.  £.  129;  People  v.  Gill- 
son,  109  N.  Y.  389,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  465.  17 
N.  E.  343;  Health  Dept.  v.  Trinity  Chdrch, 
146  N.  Y.  32,  27  L.RJ^.  710,  45  Am.  St.  Rep. 
679,  39  N.  E.  833. 

A  statute  which  seeks  to  restrict  dealings 
in  a  harmless  article  to  a  certain  class  is 
unconstitutional,  as  interfering  with  the  lib- 
erty guaranteed  to  each  individual,  and  aa 
tending  to  create  a  monopoly. 

People  ex  rel.  John  Single  Paper  Co.  v. 
Edgcomb,  supra;  People  ex  rel.  Tyroler  v. 
Warden,  157  N.  Y.  116,  43  L.R.A.  264,  68 
Am.  St.  Rep.  703,  51  N.  E.  1006;  Schnaier 
V.  Navarre  Hotel  &  Importation  Co.  and 
Wright  V.  Hart,  supra;  Locbner  v.  New 
York,  198  U.  S.  46,  49  L.  ed.  037,  25  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  530,  3  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1133;  People 
ex  rel.  Appel  v.  Zimmerman,  102  App.  Div. 
103,  92  N.  Y.  Supp.  497. 


the  point  involved  in  the  case  was  their 
sale  by  an  unlicensed  employee  without  the 
presence  of  a  licensed  pharmacist. 

It  was  said  in  Cook  v.  People,  125  111.  278, 
17  N.  E.  849,  that  the  jury  were  fully  war- 
ranted in  finding  that  quinine  was  one  of  the 
"usual  domestic  remedies,"  within  the  mean- 
ing of  a  statute  allowing  such  remedies  to 
be  sold  by  retail  dealers. 

But  in  Lewis  v.  Brannen,  6  Ga.  App.  410, 
65  S.  E.  189,  in  passing  upon  the  legality  of 
plaintiff's  business  of  manufacturing  a  pro- 
prietai"y  preparation,  as  a  defense  to  an  ac- 
tion for  an  injury  to  that  business,  it  was 
said  that  the  expression  "family  medecines" 
includes  such  things  as  camphor,  quinine, 
paregoric,  spirits  of  turpentine,  castor  oil, 
saltpeter,  Epsom  salts,  etc. 

The  submission  to  the  jury  of  the  question 
whether  iodine  and  quinine  are  domestic 
remedies  within  a  statutory  provision  for 
the  licensing  of  pharmacists  was  approved  in 
People  V.  Fisher,  83  111.  App.  114,  and  its 
conclusion  that  they  did  not  come  within 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


a  statute  allowing  drugs  to  be  sold  only  by  a 
registered  pharmacist  affirmed. 

The  duty  imposed  on  druggists  by  statute 
to  put  a  label  containing  the  word  "poison" 
on  every  poisonous  liquid  or  substance  was 
held  in  Wise  v.  Morgan,  101  Tenn.  273,  44 
L.R.A.  548,  48  S.  W.  971,  inapplicable  to 
medicines  compounded  upon  the  prescrip- 
tion of  a  physician,  though  containing  poi- 
son. 

Preparations  containing  an  ingredient 
scheduled  as  a  poison  have  oeen  held  to  be 
poisons  within  the  meaning  of  an  act  im- 
posing a  penalty  for  selling  poisons  without 
being  duly  registered.  Pharmaceutical  Soc. 
V.  Piper  [1893]  1  Q.  B.  686;  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Soc.  V.  Armson  [1894]  2  Q.  B.  720. 

But  the  sale  of  a  compotmd  containing  a 
minute  quantity  of  a  poison  is  not  a  viola- 
tion of  the  pharmacy  act,  forbidding  the  sale 
of  poisons  except  by  one  duly  registered. 
Pharmaceutical  Soc  v.  Delve  [1894]  1  Q. 
B.  71. 
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Mr.  Samnol  Mciidclson,  with  Mr. 
Hleronlnious  A.  Ceroid,  for  respondent: 

The  articles  in  question  are  "medicines," 
■old  by  a,  clerk  without  the  presence  or  per- 
sonal supervision  of  a  licensed  pharmacist, 
and  defendants  therefore  are  liable. 

People  V.  Rontey,  6  N.  Y.  Crim.  Rep.  249, 
21  N.  Y.  S.  R.  173,  4  N.  Y.  Supp.  235,  af- 
firmed in  117  N.  Y.  024,  22  N.  E.  1128;  Peo- 
ple V.  Abraham,  16  App.  Div.  60,  44  N.  Y. 
Supp.  1077. 

The  statute  is  constitutionaL 

People  V.  Budd,  117  N.  Y.  14,  B  L.11.A. 
CS9, 15  Am.  St.  Rep.  460,  22  N.  E.  670;  Peo- 
ple ex  rel.  Nechamcus  v.  Warden,  144  N.  Y. 
fi32,  27  LJBUL  718,  39  N.  E.  680. 

Wlllard  Bartlett,  J.,  delivered  the  opin- 
ion of  the  court: 

This  action  was  instituted  in  the  munici- 
pal court  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  was 
brought  to  recover  three  penalties  under  the 
pharmacy  law.  Laws  11)00,  chap.  607.  The 
pleadings  were  oral.  Tlie  appeal  book  re- 
cites that  the  plaintiff  brought  the  action 
"for  penalties  under  chapter  007,  Laws  1900, 
S§  104,  100,  200,  and  201,  and  the  said  de- 
fendant answered  as  follows:  General  de- 
nial; demand  bill  particulars."  The  bill 
of  particulars  discloses  the  precise  character 
of  the  plaintiff's  claim.  It  specifies  three 
causes  of  acti<m:  (1)  That  on  March  5, 
1906,  Florence  Smith,  a  person  not  licensed 
by  the  plaintiff  to  sell  drugs  or  medicines,, 
•old  tincture  of  iodine,  a  medicine  and  poi- 
son; (2)  that  on  the  same  date  the  same 
person,  not  being  licensed  to  do  so,  sold  at 
defendants'  store  in  Fulton  street  in  the  bor- 
ough of  Brooklyn,  tincture  of  arnica;  and 
(3)  that  on  the  same  date,  at  the  defend- 
ants' store  in  the  same  locality,  Florence 
Smith,  an  unlicensed  person,  sold  a  medicine, 
to  wit,  spirits  of  camphor.  The  plaintiff 
further  specified  $25  as  the  penalty  which  it 
■was  entitled  to  recover  for  each  of  these  sev- 
eral infractions  of  the  pharmacy  law,  mak- 
ing $73  in  all.  There  was  a  final  allegation 
in  the  bill  of  particulars  to  the  effect  that 
the  said  Florence  Smith  was  not  a  person 
licensed  by  the  plaintiff  to  sell  drugs,  medi- 
cines, or  poisons,  and  that  the  sale  was  not 
made  in  the  presence  or  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  a  licensed  pharmacist  or  druggist 
in  the  employ  of  the  defendants. 

All  the  allegations  of  the  bill  of  particu- 
lars were  clearly  established  by  the  proof 
upon  the  trial.  It  appeared  that  the  defend- 
ants conducted  a  large  department  store  in 
the  borough  of  Brooklyn,  including  a  phar- 
macy in  charge  of  a  duly  licensed  pharma- 
cist. This  pharmacist,  however,  was  not 
present  at  the  time  of  the  sales  in  question, 
which  were  made  by  an  unlicensed  saleswo- 
man. The  chemist  of  the  state  board  of 
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pharmacy  testified  that  all  the  articles  sold, 
namely,  tincture  of  iodine,  spirits  of  cam- 
phor, and  tincture  of  arnica,  were  medicines, 
and  that  tincture  of  iodine  was  a  poison. 
Tlie  judgment  of  the  municipal  court  was 
in  favor  of  defendants.  That  judgment  was 
reversed  by  the  appellate  term.  On  appeal  to 
the  appellate  division,  that  court  affirmed 
the  determination  of  the  appellate  term,  and 
directed  judgment  absolute  in  favor  of  plain- 
tiff. In  attacking  that  judgment,  counsel  for 
the  appellants  presents  two  questions  for 
our  consideration:  (1)  Are  the  articles  in- 
volved,— tincture  of  iodine,  tincture  of  arni- 
ca, and  spirits  of  camphor, — ^when  sold  in 
sealed  bottles,  within  the  exceptions  of  the 
statute,  or  do  they  come  within  the  term 
"medicines,"  as  used  in  §  200  of  the  Laws  of 
1900,  chap.  667  (the  pharmacy  law),  which 
prohibits  the  sale,  under  penalties,  of  "medi- 
cines or  poisons"  except  in  the  presence  and 
under  the  supervision  of  a  licensed  pharma- 
cist? (2)  If  the  articles  in  question  are 
medicines  within  the  prohibition  of  §  200  of 
the  pharmacy  law,  is  that  portion  of  the 
statute  which  restricts  the  sale  of  domestio 
remedies,  or  other  perfectly  harmless  prep- 
arations, to  licensed  pharmacists,  a  valid  ex- 
ercise of  the  police  power,  or  is  it  an  inva- 
sion of  private  rights,  and  unconstitutional  ? 

As  to  the  first  question,  I  think  that  the 
courts  may  take  judicial  notice  of  the  fact 
that  tincture  of  iodine,  spirits  of  camphor, 
and  tincture  of  arnica  are  medicines;  and 
so  far  as  tincture  of  iodine  is  concerned,  the 
uncontroverted  evidence  in  the  case  proves 
that  it  is  a  poison.  It  is  true  that  spirits  of 
camphor  and  tincture  of  arnica  are  common- 
ly knovrn  as  domestic  remedies,  but  this  fact 
does  not  lessen  their  medicinal  character. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  same  precautionary 
regulations  may  not  be  required  in  respect 
to  the  sale  of  medicines  which  are  harmless 
if  pure  and  properly  used,  as  would  be  ap- 
propriate in  respect  to  the  sale  of  poisonous 
substances;  but  I  can  see  no  reason  why,  if 
the  police  power  embraces  the  regulation  of 
the  sale  of  medicines  of  a  dangerous  charac- 
ter, it  may  not  also  legitimately  be  extended 
over  the  sale  of  medicines  generally,  if  only 
in  order  to  insure  their  purity. 

We  thus  come  to  the  second  question,  as 
to  whether  legislation  is  constitutional 
which  restricts  not  merely  the  sale  of  poi- 
sons, but  the  sale  of  domestic  remedies  or  per- 
fectly harmless  medicinal  preparations. 
While  the  constitutional  validity  of  a  stat- 
ute r^^lating  and  restricting  the  sale  of 
drugs  and  medicines  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  directly  involved  in  any  case  heretofore 
passed  upon  by  this  court,  the  authority  of 
the  legislature  to  control  and  limit  the  sale 
of  drugs  and  medicines  has  long  been  judi- 
cially recognized  in  this  state. 
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In  People  v.  Rontey,  6  N.  Y.  Crim.  Rep. 
249,  4  N.  Y.  Supp.  236,  affirmed  on  opinion 
below  117  N.  Y.  624,  22  N.  E.  1323,  the  de- 
fendant was  convicted  for  having  unlawfully 
conducted  a  pharmacy  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  not  being  a  registered  pharmacist,  as 
required  by  the  New  York  city  consolidation 
act  of  1882  (Laws  1882,  chap.  410).  The 
judgment  of  conviction  was  aflirmcd  by  the 
general  term  of  the  supreme  court  in  an 
opinion  by  Mr.  Justice  Brady,  which  was 
adopted  by  this  court  when  the  case  came 
here  as  a  correct  exposition  of  the  law.  In 
speaking  of  the  nature  of  the  statute,  Mr. 
Justice  Brady  said  it  was  a  police  regula- 
tion, designed  to  insure  greater  safety  to 
the  people  in  requiring  that  drugs  could  be 
dispensed  only  by  experienced  persons. 
'T'lblic  safety  must  be  regarded  as  superior 
to  any  private  rights,"  he  said,  "and  .  .  . 
[the  defendant's]  business  must  yield  to  the 
necessities  recognized  by  proper  legislation." 
In  People  v.  Abraham,  16  App.  Div.  58,  44 
N.  Y.  Supp.  1077,  the  defendants  were  con- 
victed of  having  retailed  medicines  in  viola- 
tion of  the  prohibition  of  a  statute  making 
it  unlawful  for  any  person  except  a  regis- 
tered pharmacist  to  open  or  conduct  any 
pharmacy  except  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  a  registered  pharmacist.  The  judg- 
ment of  conviction  was  affirmed  by  the  ap- 
pellate division,  but  the  opinion  does  not  in- 
dicate that  the  constitutionality  of  the  stat- 
ute was  questioned.  Many  other  New  York 
cases  could  be  cited  where  language  is  used 
in  the  opinions  clearly  assuming  the  exist- 
<!nce  of  the  legislative  power  which  is  denied 
by  counsel  for  the  appellants  upon  his  ap- 
peal. The  constitutionality  of  such  legisla- 
tion is  affirmed  by  the  leading  text  writers, 
and  it  has  been  upheld  by  the  courts  of  last 
resort  in  numerous  other  states  in  the  Un- 
ion. "The  sale  of  poisonous  drugs,  unless 
labeled,"  is  among  the  acts  enumerated  by 
Chief  Justice  Cooley  in  his  work  on  Consti- 
tutional Limitations,  as  subject  to  be  for- 
bidden by  a  state  in  the  exercise  of  the  po- 
lice power.  Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  7th  ed.  p. 
881.  Mr.  Tiedeman  in  his  treatise  on  State 
&  Federal  Control  of  Persons  &  Property 
(vol.  1,  p.  512)  says  that  safeguards  of 
every  kind  can  be  thrown  around  the  sale 
of  poisonous  drugs,  so  that  damage  will  not 
be  sustained  from  an  improper  use  thereof. 

A  few  of  the  leading  cases  may  be  cited 
which  uphold  the  doctrine  thus  asserted.  An 
Oregon  statute  forbidding  the  sale  or  gift 
■  of  opium  to  anyone  but  a  druggist  or  prac- 
tising physician  except  upon  the  prescrip- 
tion of  a  practising  physician  was  upiield 
in  Ex  parte  Yung  Jon,  28  Fed.  309,  by  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Oregon  (Deady,  J.).  A  similar 
statute  was  sustained  as  constitutional  in 
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State  ▼.  Ah  Chew,  16  Nev.  60,  40  Am.  Bepi 
488,  where  this  language  was  used:  "Un- 
der the  police  power,  recognized  in  the  theo- 
ry and  asserted  in  the  practice  of  every  state 
in  the  Union,  in  the  interest  of  good  morals, 
the  good  order  and  peace  of  society,  for  the 
preventioti  of  crime,  misery,  and  want,  the 
legislature  has  authority  to  place  such  re- 
strictions upon  the  sale  or  disposal  of  opium 
as  will  mitigate,  if  not  suppress,  its  evils  to 
soci«ty."  In  Ex  parte  Mon  Luck,  29  Or.  421, 
32  L.R.A.  738,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  804,  44  Pac 
693,  the  supreme  court  of  Oregon  held  that 
a  statute  was  constitutional  which  went  so 
far  as  to  make  it  a  criminal  offense  to  have 
possession  of  opium  without  having  a  li- 
cense therefor,  or  without  having  obtained 
it  on  the  prescription  ot  a.  physician  or 
pharmacist  for  medicinal  purposes.  "The 
sale  and  disposition  of  such  a  dnig,"  said 
the  court,  "may  unquestionably  be  regulat- 
ed and  controlled  by  law,  and  wbetaer  its 
nature  and  character  is  such  that,  for  the 
protection  of  the  public,  its  possession  by 
unauthorized  persons  should  be  prohibited, 
is  a  question  of  fact  and  of  public  policy, 
Vrhich  belongs  to  the  legislative  department 
to  determine."  In  State  v.  Forcier,  65  N. 
H.  42,  17  Atl.  577,  it  was  held  that  the  en- 
actment of  a  statute  requiring  retailers  of 
drugs,  medicines,  and  chemicals  to  submit  to 
examination  and  procure  a  license  was  a 
sanitary  regulation  within  the  police  power 
of  the  state.  "Undoubedly  the  legislature 
has  the  right,  under  the  police  power,  to  pass 
enactments  for  the  benefit  and  promotion  of 
the  public  health."  Noel  v.  People,  187  IlL 
587,  593,  52  L.R.A.  287,  79  Am.  St.  Rep. 
238,  68  N.  E.  616,  618.  In  the  same  case 
it  was  held  that  the  provisions  of  the  Illi- 
nois pharmacy  act  of  1895  (Hurd's  Rev. 
Stat.  1897,  pp.  1076,  1076),  in  so  far  as 
they  prohibited  persons  not  being  registered 
pharmacists  from  retailing  or  dispensing 
medicines  prepared  or  compounded  by  them- 
selves, were  valid  as  a  proper  exercise  of  the 
police  power  in  the  interest  of  the  public 
health.  A  Wisconsin  statute  (Laws  1887, 
chap.  460)  imposed  a  penalty  upon  any  per- 
son, not  being  a  registered  pharmacist,  or 
not  having  a  registered  pharmacist  in  his 
employ,  who  should  keej)  a  pharmacy  store 
or  shop  for  retailing,  compounding,  or  dis- 
pensing medicines.  The  real  purpose  of  the 
law  was  declared  to  be  "to  prevent  any 
drugs,  medicines,  or  poisons  from  being  put 
up  and  sold  in  such  store  or  shop,  except  by 
or  under  the  supervision  of  a  person,  of  the 
requisite  qualifications."  The  suprone  court 
of  Wisconsin  held  that  it  was  within  the 
power  of  the  legislature  thus  to  protect  the 
health  and  lives  of  citizens  throughout  the 
statH  from  improper,  dangerous,  and  de- 
stnictive  compounds  put  up  by  incompetent 
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or  ineflftcient  persons.  It  is  to  be  noted  that 
this  Wisconsin  statute  related  not  merely 
to  the  sale  of  poisons,  but  to  the  sale  of 
drugs  and  medicines  generally,  so  that  it 
included  harmless  medicines  as  well  as  those 
of  a  dangerous  character.  State  t.  Heine- 
mann,  80  Wis.  263,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  34,  49 
N.  W.  818. 

As  has  already  been  suggested,  there  are 
strong  reasons  relative  to  the  public  wel- 
fare which  make  it  proper  that  regulations 
concerning  the  sale  of  drugs  and  medicines 
should  not  be  confined  to  poisons,  but  may 
be  extended  so  as  to  embrace  what  are 
known  as  harmless  household  remedies, — 
that  is,  which  may  be  liarmles!)  if  properly 
prepared.  The  injury  to  the  public  health 
which  might  ensue  if  such  medicines  were 
carelessly  or  ignorontly  conipoundcd  so  as 
to  contain  deleterious  ingredients,  or  de- 
ceptively, so  as  to  be  something  different 
from  what  they  purported  to  be,  is  mani- 
fest. The  police  power  logically  extends  to 
such  medicines  no  loss  than  to  poisons  and 
other  lethal  medicinal  agents. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  pharmacy  law 
(for  which  the  existing  public  health  law — 
chapter  45  of  the  Consolidated  Laws — has 
MOW  been  substituted)  is  objectionable  be- 
cause it  expre^ly  permits  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain known  poisonous  domestic  remedies  by 
rierchants  or  traders  in  unincorporated  vil- 
lages or  villages  of  the  fourth  class,  provid- 
ed their  places  of  business  be  more  than  3 
miles  distant  from  a  drug  store.  In  an- 
swer to  this  objection  it  is  only  necessary 
to  refer  to  a  Minnesota  case  in  which  a  sim- 
ilar question  was  raised.  State  v.  Donald- 
son, 41  Minn.  74,  42  N.  W.  781.  The  Minne- 
sota pharmacy  act  of  1885  (Laws  1885, 
ehap.  147)  contained  a  general  prohibition 
forbidding  any  person  nut  a  registered 
pharmacist  to  retail,  compound,  or  dispense 
medicines,  followe<l  by  a  proviso  that  noth- 
ing contained  in  the  statute  should  prevent 
shopkeepers  whose  place  of  business  was 
more  than  1  mile  from  a  drug  or  apothecary 
shop  from  dealing  in  and  selling  the  com- 
monly used  medicines  and  poisons,  if  such 
medicines  and  poisons  had  been  put  up  by 
a  registered  pharmacist.  This  1-mile  limit 
in  the  proviso  was  attacked  as  an  arbitrary 
distinction,  unwarranted  by  reason,  and  not 
demanded  by  any  necessity.  The  supreme 
court  of  Minnesota  dealt  with  the  objection 
as  follows:  "Doubtless,  the  use  of  impure 
medicines  or  dangerous  drugs  is  just  as  inju- 
rious to  those  who  buy  them  1-mile  from  a 
drug  store  as  to  those  who  buy  them  with- 
in tha^  distance;  and  if  this  was  the  only 
thing  to  be  taken  into  the  account,  the  dis- 
crimination would  be  purely  arbitrary.  But 
the  legislature  had  to  deal  with  this  as  a 
practical  question,  and  had  a  right  to  tako 
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into  consideration  the  convenience  of  the 
public.  In  sparsely  settled  districts,  fre- 
quently there  is  no  pharmacy  or  drug  store 
near  at  hand.  In  case  of  sickness  it  is  often 
absolutely  necessary  to  obtain  medicinal 
remedies  promptly,  in  order  to  save  life.  The 
question  was.  How  far  was  it  practicable  to 
protect  the  public  from  the  sale  of  impure 
or  dangerous  medicines  and  drugs,  and  at 
the  same  time  have  due  regard  to  tlie  con- 
venience of  those  living  at  a  distance  from 
a  drug  store?  To  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  situation,  the  legislature  made  an  excep- 
tion so  as  to  allow  shopkeepers  whose  place 
of  business  is  more  that  a  mile  from  a  drug 
or  apothecary  shop  to  deal  in  and  sell  the 
commonly  used  medicines  and  poisons,  if 
put  up  by  a  registered  pharmacist;  thereby 
protecting  the  public,  especially  in  the  cen- 
ters of  population,  where  they  most  need  it, 
as  far  as  practically  consistent  with  the  con- 
venience or  necessities  of  those  living  in 
rural  districts.  We  do  not  think  that  such 
a  distinction  is  either  arbitrary  or  unreason- 
able." 

We  entertain  no  doubt  as  to  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  provisions  of  the  pharma- 
cy law  under  which  the  penalties  in  this 
case  were  recovered  against  the  defendants, 
and  as  no  other  question  is  raised,  it  fol- 
lows that  the  order  appealed  from  must  be 
affirmed. 

Cnllon,  Oh.  J.,  and  Gray,  Edward  T. 
Bartlett,  Haight,  Hlscock,  and  Chase, 
JJ.,  concur. 
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LARRY  DOWNEY,  Respt., 
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NORTHERN    PACIFIC    RAILWAY    COM- 
PANY, Appt. 

(—  N.  D.  — ,  125  N.  W.  475.) 

Carrier  ^  live  stock  —  regulation  of 
speed  ^police  power. 

An  absolute  requirement  that  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  every  railroad,  railroad  corpora- 
tion, railway  company,  express  company, 
car  company,  and  of  every  common  carrier 
other  than  by  water,  by  whatever  name  it 
may  be  called  or  by  whomsoever  operated, 
and  which  is  wholly  or  in  part  engaged  in 
the  transportation  of  any  kind  of  live  stock 
by  railroad  within  or  to  or  from  any  point 
in  this  state,  to  transport  any  and  all  such 
live  stock  so  by  it  being  transported,  with 
the  utmost  diligence,  and  to  maintain  with- 
in this  state,  in  all  trains  so  transporting 
any  such  live  stock,  an  average  minimum 
rate  of  speed  of  not  less  than  20  miles  per 
hour  from  the  time  any  such  live  stock  is 
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loaded  upon  or  into  it»  cara  until  aueh 
train  reaches  ita  destination,  deducting 
■only,  in  the  computation  of  such  avera^^ 
minimum  rate  of  gpeed,  such  reasonable 
time  as  any  such  live  stock  may  be  neces- 
aarily  delayed  in  unloading  to  feed,  water, 
and  rest,  and  in  feeding,  watering,  and 
resting,  and  in  reloading,  is  unconstitution- 
al and  void  as  an  unreasonable  exercise  of 
police  power  of  the  state. 


Feb., 


(February  28, 1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Grand  Forks 
County  in  plaintiflTs  favor  and  from  an  or- 
der denying  a  motion  for  judgmmt  notwith- 
standing the  verdict  or  for  a  new  trial  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  the  statutory  pen- 
alty for  failure  promptly  to  transport  cer- 
tain horses.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.  Ball,  Wateon,  Yoanf,  &  liaw- 
rence,  for  appellant: 

The  statute  is  void  as  an  unreasonable  at- 
tempt to  exercise  the  police  power  of  the 
state. 

Houston  ft  T.  C.  R.  Co.  t.  Mayes,  201  U. 
S.  321,  50  L.  ed.  772,  20  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  491  j 
Cleveland,  C.  C.  ft  St  L.  R.  Co.  v.  lUinoia, 
177  U.  S.  614,  44  L.  ed.  868,  20  Sup.  Ct 
Rep.  722;  Wabash,  St.  L.  ft  P.  R.  Co.  v. 
Illinois,  118  U.  S.  667,  30  L.  ed.  244,  1 
Inters.  Com.  Rep.  31,  7  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  4. 

Messrs,  Sknlaaon  A  Burtness,  for  re- 
spondent: 

The  statute  is  a  reasonable  exercise  of 
the  police  power  of  the  state. 

Lake  Shore  ft  M.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Ohio,  173 
U.  S.  285,  43  L.  ed.  702,  19  Sup.  Ct  Rep. 
465;  7  Cyc  Law  ft  Proc.  p.  446;  Western  U. 
Teleg.  Co.  ▼.  James,  162  U.  S.  650,  40  L.  ed. 
1105,  16  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  934;  Erb  v.  Morasch, 
177  U.  S.  684,  44  L.  ed.  807,  20  Sup.  Ct  Rep. 
819,  affirming  60  Kan.  261,  60  Pac.  183; 
Bennington  v.  Georgia,  163  U.  S.  289,  41  L. 
ed.  166,  16  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  1086;  Davidson  v. 
State,  4  Tex.  App.  545,  30  Am.  Rep.  106; 


Clark  T.  Boston  ft  M.  R.  Co.  64  N.  H.  323, 
10  Atl.  676;  Crawford  v.  Southern  R.  Co. 
66  S.  C.  136,  34  S.  E.  80;  Gulf,  C.  ft  S. 
F.  R.  Co.  V.  Gray  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  24  S. 
W.  837;  Gulf,  C.  ft  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v.  Dwyer,  75 
Tex.  572,  7iL.R.A.  478,  16  Am.  St  Rep.  926 
12  S.  W.  1001. 


Note.  —  Constitutionality  of  atatute  fix- 
ing minimuni  rate  of  speed  at  ^chich 
carrier  may  transport  special  Hintla 

i     of  freight. 

But  one  otiier  case  has  been  found  which 
involves  this  question,  and  that  case  is  in 
a  general  way  opposed  to  that  of  Dowwey 
v.  NoBTHEBN  P.  R.  Co.,— See  Cram  v.  Chi- 
cago, B.  ft  Q.  R.  Co.  post,  1022. 

On  right  to  limit  the  speed  of  interstate 
and  mail  trains,  see  the  note  appended 
to  Peterson  v.  State,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)   282. 

On  the  constitutionality  of  legislation  af- 
fecting the  amount  of  liability  or  penalty 
for  delay  in  delivery,  or  for  destruction, 
of  freight,  see  the  note  appended  to  Sea- 
board Air  Line  R.  Co,  v.  Simon.  20  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  126. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Carmody,   J.,   delivered   the   opinion  of 
the  court: 

On  June  13,  1907,  plaintiff  shipped  two 
horses   over   defendant's   road   from   Grand 
Forks,  North  Dakota,  to  Valley  City,  North 
Dakota,  by  way  of  Winnipeg  Junction,  Min- 
nesota.    He  brought  this  action  to  recover 
upon  two  causes  of  action:     (1)  For  alleged 
actual  damages  resulting  from  defendant's 
delay  in  completing  the  shipment;  and  (2) 
to  recover  the  statutory  penalty  provided  in 
§i   4398,   4399,  Rev.   Codes  1905.     At  the 
trial  of  the  action,  it  was  stipulated  aa  fol- 
lows: "That  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  owns  and  operates  a  branch  line 
of   railroad  running    from    Grand    Forks, 
North  Dakota,  across  the  Red  river  to  and 
through  East  Grand  Forks,  in  the  state  of 
Minnesota,  and  thence  to  Winnip^  Junc- 
tion, where  said  branch  line  connects  with 
the  main  line  of  said  railway;   that  said 
main  line,  owned  and  operated  by  the  de- 
fendant,   runs   from    St.    Paul,   Minnesota, 
westerly  to  and  through  Winnipeg  Junction, 
thence  westerly  tlirough  Minnesota,  across 
the  Red  river  to  Fargo,  North  Dakota,  and 
thence  westerly  to  and  beyond  Valley  City, 
North  Dakota;  that  said  company  also  owns 
and  operates  in  the  state  of  North  Dakota 
a   branch   line    running   from   Sanborn,    a 
station  on  the  main  line  near  Valley  City, 
to  and  through  Rogers,  North  Dakota;  that 
the  distance  by  the  route  described  from 
Grand  Forks,  North  Dakota,  to  East  Grand 
Forks,  Minnesota,  is  .6  of  a  mile;  thence  to 
Winnipeg  Junction  is  96  miles;   thence  to 
Fargo  is  26  miles;   thence  to  Valley  City 
is   67.9   miles,   a   total  of   179.6   miles,   of 
which   about   121    miles    are   in   the    state 
of   Minnesota    and    the   remainder    in    the 
stata  of  North  Dakota;  that  it  was  expect- 
ed and  intended  by  both  parties  to  the  ship- 
ment made  by  the  plaintiff  that  the  horses 
so  shipped  should  be  carried  between  Grand 
Forks,    North    Dakota,    and    Valley    City, 
North  Dakota,  over  the  route  and  the  lines 
just  described."    The  ear  arrived  in  Fargo 
about  6  o'clock  Friday  morning,  and  was 
spotted  at  the  stock  chute  in  Valley  City, 
North  Dakota,  so  that  it  could  be  unloaded 
at  6  o'clock  Saturday  evening.    The  distance 
between  Fargo  and  Valley  City  is  67*9  miles. 
It  was  thirty-seven  hours  from  the  time  the 
car  arrived  in  Fargo  until  the  horses  were 
I  unloaded  at  Valley  City;   while  if  defend- 
ant had  maintained  the  minimum  rate  of 
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speed  of  20  miles  per  hour,  provided  for  in 
§  4398,  RcT.  Codes,  the  distance  would  have 
been  covered  in  three  hours.  The  case  was 
tried  to  a  jury.  The  court  ruled  at  the 
close  of  the  evidence  that  no  actual  damages 
had  been  sustained,  and  that  no  recovery 
could  be  had  upon  the  first  cause  of  action. 
Defendant  moved  for  *  directed  verdict  up- 
on all  of  the  issues,  which  was  denied;  the 
«ourt  holding  that  the  statute  fixing  the 
penalty  for  delay  in  shipment  was  valid, 
-and,  the  number  of  hours  delay  being  agreed 
upon  at  thirty-four,  the  court  directed  a 
verdict  in  plaintiff's  favor  for  $170.  An  ex- 
ception was  reserved  to  tlie  court's  refusal 
to  direct  a  verdict  for  defendant  and  to  his 
direction  to  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 
In  due  time  the  defendant  moved  for  judg- 
ment notwithstanding  the  verdict,  or  for  a 
new  trial  upon  a  statement  of  the  case.  The 
motion  was  denied,  and  judgment  entered 
upon  the  verdict.  From  the  judgment  so 
«ntered  and  from  the  order  denying  defend- 
ant's motion  for  judgment  notwithstanding' 
the  verdict,  or  for  a  new  trial,  this  appeal 
is  taken. 

The  decision  of  this  ease  depends  wholly 
upon  the  construction  of  $5  4398,  4399,  Rev. 
Codes.  Section  4398  reads  as  follows: 
"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  railroad,  rail- 
road corporation,  railway  company,  express 
company,  car  company  and  of  every  common 
carrier  other  than  by  water,  by  whatever 
name  it  may  be  called  or  by  whomsoever 
operated,  and  which  is  wholly  or  in  part 
engaged  in  the  transportation  of  any  kind 
of  live  stock  by  railroad  within  or  to  or 
from  any  point  in  this  state,  to  transport 
any  and  all  such  live  stock  so  by  it  being 
transported,  with  the  utmost  diligence,  and 
to  maintain  within  this  state  in  all  trains 
so  transporting  any  such  live  stock  an 
average  minimum  rate  of  speed  of  not  less 
than  20  miles  per  hour  from  tlte  time  any 
such  live  stock  is  loaded  upon  or  into  its 
cars  until  such  train  reaches  its  destination, 
deducting  only  in  the  computation  of  sucli 
average  minimum  rate  of  speed  such  reason- 
able time  as  any  such  live  stock  may  be 
necessarily  delayed  in  unloading  to  feed, 
water,  and  rest,  and  in  feeding,  watering, 
and  resting,  and  in  reloading."  Section  4399 
provides  for  a  penalty  for  the  violation  of 
•aid  §  4398. 

Appellant  contends  that  said  §§  4398 
and  4399  are  void  for  the  following  reasons: 

(1)  They  are  repugnant  to  article  1,  §  1,  of 
the  Constitution  of  North  Dakota;  are  an 
unreasonable  exercise  of  the  police  power. 

(2)  Said  statutes  are  repugnant  to  the  14th 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  (3)  Upon  the  facts  established 
in  this  case  the  shipment  in  question  was 
an  interstate  shipment,  and  said  statutes 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


as  to  such  shipment  are  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  a  regu- 
lation of  conuuerce  of  the  United  States. 

Article  1,  g  1,  of  the  state  Constitution, 
provides  that  acquiring,  possessing,  and  pro- 
tecting property  is  an  inalienable  right. 
The  14th  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  as  far  as  material  here, 
is  as  foUovra:  "No  state  shall  make  or  en- 
force any  law  which  shall  abridge  the  privi- 
leges or  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  nor  shall  any  state  deprive  any  per- 
son of  life,  liberty,  or  property  without  due 
process  of  law,  nor  deny  to  any  person  with- 
in its  jurisdiction  the  equal  protection  of 
the  laws."  Congress  has  the  exclusive  power 
to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations 
and  among  the  several  states  and  the  In- 
dian tribes.  Respondent  contends  that  the 
sections  of  the  statutes  referred  to  can  be 
and  ought  to  be  upheld  on  the  broad  ground 
that  the  control  of  s'tates  over  the  speed  of 
railway  trains  carrying  live  stock  within 
their  borders  is  merely  a  reasonable  exercise 
of  their  police  power  for  the  health,  confort, 
protection,  or  convenience  of  their  citizens. 
The  exact  limit  of  lawful  legislation  upon 
this  subject  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
be  defined.  It  can  only  be  illustrated  from 
decided  cases,  by  applying  the  principles 
therein  enunciated,  determining  from  these 
whether,  in  the  particular  case,  the  rule  be 
reasonable  or  otherwise.  The  line  which 
separates  the  powers  of  the  states  from  this 
exclusive  power  of  Congress  is  not  always 
distinctly  marked..  Judges  not  infrequently 
differ  in  their  reasons  for  a  decision  in 
which  they  concur.  The  correct  rule,  how- 
ever, seems  to  be  that  state  legislation  which 
seeks  to  impose  a  direct  burden  upon  inter- 
state commerce  or  interfere  directly  with 
its  freedom  does  encroach  upon  this  exclu- 
sive power  of  Congress. 

A  statute  requiring  all  railroad  companies 
operating  lines  within  the  state  of  Ohio  to 
cause  three  each  way  of  its  regular  t-rains 
carrying  passengers,  if  so  many  are  run 
daily,  Sundays  excepted,  to  stop  at  a  sta- 
tion, city,  or  village  containing  over  3,000 
inhabitants  for  a  time  sufficient  to  receive 
and  let  off  passengers,  held  a  valid  exercise 
of  the  police  power  of  the  state,  even  though 
it  applies  to  interstate  trains.  Lake  Shore 
&  M.  S.  R.  Co.  V.  Ohio,  173  U.  S.  285,  43 
L.  ed.  702,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  465.  In  this 
case  the  opinion  is  written  by  Justice  Har- 
lan and  covers  20  pages,  containing  a  full 
review  of  the  authorities.  The  case,  how- 
ever, was  decided  by  a  divided  court;  Jus- 
tices Shiras,  Brewer,  White,  and  Feckham 
dissenting.  A  state  statute  imposing  a 
penalty  for  lack  of  due  diligence  in  deliver- 
ing a  telegram,  if  made  in  a  reasonable  exer- 
cise of  the  police  power'  of  the  state,  is  not 
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an  unconstitutional  interference  with  inter- 
state commerce  as  applied  to  interstate  mes- 
sages, in  tlie  absence  of  any  legislation  by 
Congress  on  tl»e  subject.  Western  U.  Teleg. 
Co.  V.  James,  102  U.  S.  650,  40  L.  ed.  1105, 
16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  934.  A  state  statute  pro- 
hibiting the  running  of  freight  trains  on 
the  Sabbath  was  held  not  invalid  as  inter- 
fering with  interstate  commerce,  though,  in 
efTect,  it  prohibits  trains  from  passing 
through  the  state  on  that  day  from  and  to 
adjacent  states,  but  held  an  ordinary  police 
regulatio.1  designed  to  secure  the  well-being 
and  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of  the 
people  within  the  stale.  Hennington  v. 
Georgia,  163  U.  S.  209,  41  L.  ed.  1C6,  16  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  1086. 

Article  284,  Rev.  Stat.  Tex.,  requiring  a 
common  carrier  of  live  stock  to  feed  and 
water  it  suflSciently  pending  carria^,  other- 
wise to  be  liable  to  the  owner  in  dajnagcs 
and  a  penalty,  is  a  police  regulation,  and,  as 
applied  to  an  interstate  shipment,  where  the 
default  complained  of  occurred  entirely  in 
Texas,  is  no  infringement  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  regulate  interstate  commerce, 
nor  in  conflict  with  U.  S.  Rev.  Stat.  §§  4."S6 
ct  seq.  (U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p.  2905), 
forbidding  an  interstate  railroad  to  confine 
stock  in  cars  longer  than  twenty-eight  hours 
without  unloading,  tor  rest,  water,  and  feed- 
ing, for  five  hours,  under  penalty  recoverable 
by  civil  action.  Gulf,  C.  *  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v. 
Gray  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  24  S.  W.  837.  In 
this  case  the  court  eays:  "The  shipment  in 
this  case  had  its  initial. point  in  this  state 
at  Santa  Anna,  and  its  terminus  at  West 
Point,  Mississippi,  and  may  be  conceded  to 
be  an  interstate  shipment;  but  the  matter 
complained  of  for  which  the  penalty  is  asked 
all  occurred  within  this  state  on  defendant's 
road.  In  such  case  it  is  believed  our  stat- 
ute should  be  enforced.  To  do  so  would  not 
be  an  illegal -interference  with  the  act  or 
the  powers  of  Congress.  Our  statute  is  in- 
tended to  protect  both  animals  and  the  own- 
er, and  its  enforcement  would  be  the  legiti- 
mate e^cercise  of  the  state's  police  power. 
So  applied,  it  is  not  an  attempt  to  regulate 
interstate  commerce  in  such  sense  as  to 
infringe  upon  the  exclusive  right  of  Con- 
gress. U.  S.  Const,  art.  1,  §  8.  Our  stat- 
ute does  not  regulate  interstate  commence, 
or  have  the  effect  of  doing  so  in  an  inter- 
jBtate  shipment,  any  more  than  if  it  were  to 
punish  the  company  for  theft  of  the  ship- 
ment in  transit  in  this  state  to  another 
state.  It  is  a  police  regulation,  and,  as 
such,  is  within  the  power  of  the  state  legis- 
lature." 

The  case  of  Crawford  v.  Southern  R.  Co. 
66  S.  C.  136,  34  S.  E.  80,  relied  upon  by  the 
respondent,  is  not  in  point.  In  that  case  the 
court  held  that  the  law  providing  that  no 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


railroad  company,  in  the  carrying  or  trans- 
portation of  animals,  shall  overload  its  cars, 
when  applied  to  shipments  made  from  a 
point  within  to  a,  point  without  the  state,  is 
not  unconstitutional  as  violating  the  prori 
sion  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
granting  Congress  power  to  regulate  inter- 
state commerce.  The  court  further  held 
that  under  a  statute  which  provides  that 
railroad  companies  shall  load  and  unload 
stock  in  transit  every  twenty-four  hours  for 
rest,  and  that  the  shipper  shall  feed  and  wa- 
ter them  while  resting,  and,  in  case  of  his 
default,  the  company  shall  do  so,  a  com- 
pany failing  to  perform  said  duties  is  not 
relieved  from  liability  to  the  shipper  for  in- 
jury to  stock  in  transit,  by  reason  of  the 
shipper's  failure  to  keep  a  special  contract, 
under  which  he  should  ride  on  the  transpon- 
ing  train  and  look  after  such  loading  and 
unloading.  In  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  Co. 
V.  Solan,  169  U.  S.  133,  42  L.  ed.  688,  18 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  289,  it  was  held  that  a  stat- 
ute of  a  state  providing  that  no  contract 
shall  exempt  any  railroad  corporation  from 
the  liability  of  a  common  carrier  or  carrier 
of  passengers,  which  would  have  existed  if 
no  contract  had  been  made,  does  not,  as  ap- 
plied to  a  claim  for  an  injury  happening 
within  the  state  under  a  contract  for  inter- 
state transportation,  contravene  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  empowering  Congress  to  regulate  in- 
terstate commerce.  The  case  was  this:  The 
plaintiff  while  traveling  in  the  caboose  of  a 
freight  train  of  defendant,  upon  which  his 
cattle  were  being  transported  under  a  special 
contract,  was  injured  by  reason  of  defend- 
ant's negligence,  and  brought  his  action  for 
damages.  One  of  the  defenses  set  up  was 
that,  by  a  clause  in  the  special  contract  un- 
der which  plaintiff  and  his  cattle  were  car- 
ried, it  was,  among  other  things,  agreed 
that,  in  consideration  of  a  reduced  rate  of 
charges,  "the  company  shall  in  no  event  be 
liable  to  the  owner  or  person  in  charge  of 
said  stock  for  any  injury  to  his  person  in 
any  amount  exceeding  the  sum  of  $5U0."  The 
plaintiff  obtained  a  verdict  for  $1,000,  and 
the  case  was  eventually  carried  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  where 
the  only  question  was  whether  the  statute 
of  Iowa,  in  which  state  the  injuries  were 
received,  was  in  conflict  with  the  interstate 
commerce  clause  of  the  United  States  Con- 
stitution; it  being  conceded  that  the  ship- 
ment of  the  cattle  was  an  interstate  ship- 
ment. We  quote  liberally  from  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  delivered  by  Mr.  Justice  Gray: 
"Railroad  corporations,  like  all  other  corpo- 
rations and  persons  doing  business  within 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  are 
subject  to  its  law.  It  is  in  the  law  of  the 
state  that  provisions  are  to  be  found  con- 
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cerning  the  rights  and  duties  of  common 
carriers  of  persons  or  of  goods,  and  the 
measures  by  which  injuries  resulting  from 
their  failure  to  perform  their  obligations 
may  be  prevented  or  redressed.  Persona 
traveling  on  interstate  trains  are  as  much 
entitled,  while  within  a  state,  to  the  pro- 
tection of  that  state,  as  those  who  travel  on 
domestic  trains.  A  carrier  exercising  his 
calling  within  a  particular  state,  although 
engaged  in  the  business  of  interstate  com- 
merce, is  answerable,  according  to  the  law 
of  the  state,  for  acts  of  nonfeasance  or  mis- 
feasance committed  within  its  limits.  .  .  . 
It  is  equally  within  the  power  of  the  state 
to  prescribe  the  safeguards  and  precautions 
foreseen  to  be  necessary  and  proper  to  pre- 
vent, by  anticipation,  thoai:  wrongs  and  in- 
juries which,  after  they  have  been  inflicted, 
the  state  has  the  power  to  redress  and  to 
punish.  The  rules  prescribed  for  the  con- 
struction of  railroads  and  for  their  manage- 
ment and  operation,  designed  to  protect  per- 
sons and  property  otherwise  endangered  by 
their  use,  are  strictly  within  tl)e  scope  of 
the  local  law.  They  are  not  in  themselves 
regulations  of  interstate  commerce,  although 
they  control  in  some  degree  the  conduct  and 
the  liability  of  those  engaged  in  such  com- 
merce. So  long  as  Congress  has  not  legis- 
lated upon  the  particular  subject,  they  are 
rather  to  be  regarded  as  legislation,  in  aid  of 
such  commerce,  and  as  a  rightful  exercise  of 
the  police  power  of  the  state  to  regulate  the 
relative  rights  and  duties  of  all  persons  and 
corporations  within  its  limits."  States  may 
lawfully  regulate  the  sale  of  railroad  tickets 
when  such  regulation  does  not  operate  so  as 
to  affect  or  impair  the  cost  of  tickets  or 
the  rate  oi  fare  charged  for  interst/i.te  travel. 
States  may  also,  by  reasonable  laws,  control 
the  speed  of  trains,  the  stops  of  trains  un- 
less interfering  materially  with  interstate 
commerce,  the  running  of  trains  on  Sunday, 
the  licensing  of  engineers,  or  track  connec- 
tions and  terminal  facilities  or  may  limit 
the  hours  of  labor  of  rail  employees.  We 
think  the  law  in  question  does  not  come 
within  any  of  the  principles  hereinbefore 
stated,  nor  within  the  principles  laid  down 
in  the  cases  hereinbefore  cited,  and  is  uncon- 
stitutional and  void,  being  an  unreasonable 
exercise  of  the  police  power  of  the  state. 
Houston  &  T.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Mayes,  201  U.  S. 
321,  50  L.  ed.  772,  26  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  491; 
Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Illinois, 
177  I'.  S.  514,  44  L.  ed.  868,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
722-,  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Illinois,  103  U.  S. 
142,  41  L.  ed.  107,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1096. 

An  analysis  of  all  the  prior  important 
eases  upon  the  constitutionality  of  such 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


laws  is  found  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  in 
Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Illinois, 
supra.  In  this  case  the  railroad  company 
attacked  the  constitutionality  of  a  law, 
which  is  as  follows:  "Every  railroad  corpo- 
ration shall  cause  its  passenger  trains  to 
stop  upon  its  (their)  arrival  at  each  station 
advertised  by  such  corporation  as  a  place 
of  receiving  and  discharging  paescngera  up- 
on and  from  such  trains,  a  suAicicnt  length 
of  time  to  receive  and  let  off  such  passciig.-rs 
with  safety:  Provided,  all  regular  passenger 
trains  shall  stop  a  sufficient  length  of  timo 
at  the  railroad  stations  of  county  seats  to 
receive  and  let  off  passengers  with  safety." 
In  this  case  the  railroad  company  operated 
the  Knickerbocker  Special,  a  train  devoted  to 
carrying  interstate  transportation  between 
the  city  of  St.  Louis  and  the  city  of  New 
York.  The  state  admitted  that  the  railroad 
company  furnished  a  sufficient  number  of 
regular  passenger  trains,  four  each  way  a 
day,  to  accommodate  all  the  local  and 
through  .business  along  the  line  of  its  road, 
and  that  all  of  such  trains  stopped  at  the 
county  seat,  but  sought  to  uphold  the  law  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  u  proper  police  regu- 
lation. The  court  says:  "It  is  evident  that 
the  power  attempted  to  be  exercised  under 
this  statute  would  operate  as  a  serious  re- 
striction upon  the  speed  of  trains  engaged  in 
interstate  traffic,  and  might,  in  some  cases, 
render  it  impossible  for  trunk  lines  running 
through  the  state  of  Illinois  to  compete 
with  other  lines  running  through  states  in 
which  no  such  restrictions  were  applied.  If 
such  passenger  trains  may  be  compelled  to 
stop  at  county  seats,  it  is  difficult  to 
see  why  the  legislature  may  not  compel 
them  to  stop  at  every  station.  ...  If 
each  state  was  at  liberty  to  regulate  the 
conduct  of  carriers  while  within  its  juris- 
diction, the  confusion  likely  to  follow  could 
not  but  be  productive  of  great  inconvenience 
and  unnecessary  hardship.  Each  state  could 
provide  for  its  own  passengers  and  regulate 
the  transportation  of  its  own  freight  regard- 
less of  the  interests  of  others."  The  dis- 
tinction between  this  btatute,  and  regula- 
tions requiring  passenger  trains  to  stop  at 
railroad  crossings  and  drawbridges,  and  to 
reduce  the  speed  of  trains  when  running 
through  crowded  thoroughfares,  requiring 
its  tracks  to  be  fenced,  and  a  bell  and 
whistle  to  be  attached  to  each  engine,  signal 
lights  to  be  carried  at  night,  and  tariff  and 
time-table*  to  be  posted  at  proper  places, 
and  other  similar  requirements  contributing 
to  the  safety,  comfort,  and  convenience  of 
their  patrons,  is  too  obvious  to  require  dis- 
cussion."   The  case  of  Houston  &  T.  C.  R. 
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Co.  T.  Mayes,  supra,  is  nearer  in  point  to 
the  caae  at  bar  than  any  cited  by  appellant 
or  respondent.  This  case  involves  the  con- 
stitutionality of  certain  laws  of  Texas  re- 
quiring any  railroad  company  to  furnish 
cars  at  any  point  of  its  road  within  a  cer- 
tain number  of  days  after  the  written  re- 
quest of  a  shipper  for  such  cars,  and  provid- 
ing a  penalty  of  $5  a  car  for  each  day  after 
the  limited  time,  to  be  recovered  by  the 
shipper  in  civil  action.  The  law  was  held 
unconstitutional  by  a  divided  court, — ^Mr. 
Justice  White  taking  no  part,  and  the  Chief 
Justice,  Mr.  Justice  Harlan,  and  Mr.  Jus- 
tice McKenna  dissenting. '  In  this  case  the 
court  says:  "While  there  is  much  to  be  said 
in  favor  of  laws  compelling  railroads  to 
furnish  adequate  facilities  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  both  freight  and  passengers,  and 
to  regulate  the  general  subject  of  speed, 
length,  and  frequency  of  stops,  for  the  heat- 
ing, lighting,  and  ventilation  of  passenger 
cars,  the  furnishing  of  food  and  water  to 
cattle  and  other  live  stock,  we  think  an  ab- 
solute requirement  that  a  railroad  shall  fur- 
nish a  certain  number  of  cars  at  a  specified 
day,  regardless  of  every  other  consideration 
except  strikes  and  other  public  calamities, 
transcends  the  police  power  of  the  state, 
and  amounts  to  a  burden  upon  interstate 
comnierce.  It  makes  no  exception  in  cases 
of  a  sudden  congestion  of  traffic,  an  actual 
inability  to  furnish  cars  by  reason  of  their 
temporary  and  unavoidable  detention  in 
other  statef,  or  in  other  places  within  the 
same  state.  It  makes  no  allowance  for  in- 
terference of  traffic  occasioned  by  wrecks  or 
other  accidents  upon  the  same  or  other 
roads,  involving  a  detention  of  traffic,  the 
breaking  of  bridges,  accidental  fires,  wash- 
outs, or  other  unavoidable  consequences  of 
heavy  weather." 

The  statute  in  question  makes  no  excep- 
tion in  cases  of  sudden  congestior.  of  traf- 
fic, and  no  allowance  for  interference  of 
traffic  occasioned  by  wrecks  or  other  acci- 
dents, the  breaking  of  bridges,  accidental 
fires,  washouts,  snow  storms,  or  other  un- 
avoidable consequences  of  heavy  weather. 

Tlie  judgment  and  order  appealed  from 
are  reversed,  and  the  District  Court  will 
render  a  judgment  dismissing  tite  action. 

All  concur. 


Ellsworth,  J.,  concurring  specially: 
I  concur  in  this  opinion  on  the  sole 
ground  that  §§  4398,  4399,  Rev.  Codes, 
1905,  as  enacted  are  an  unreasonable  exer- 
cise of  the  police  power  of  the  state,  and 
therefore  repugnant  to  §  1  of  the  state  Con- 
stiMition,  and  void. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
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CHICAGO,   BURLINGTON,    &   QUINCT 
RAILROAD  COMPANY.  AppC 

(84  Neb.  607,  122  N.  W.  31.) 

Statute  —  conflict  wltli  former  statntc 

—  amendment  —  constitutional     law 
^due  process. 

1.  Sections  10,006,  and  10,607,  Cobbe/s 
Anno.  Stat.  1907,  being  chapter  107,  p.  500, 
Laws  Neb.  1905,  do  not  contravene  §§  11  or 
15  of  article  3  of  the  Constitution  of  Neb- 
raska; nor  is  said  legislation  repugnant  to 
the  14tli  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

Carrier  —  live  stock  —  delay  —  action 

—  defenses. 

2.  The  defendant  having  failed  to  prove, 
or  offer  to  prove,  any  affirmative  defense 
to  an  action  under  said  statute,  save  and 
except  that  as  to  its  delay  in  forwarding 
one  car  load  of  stock  it  did  so  in  deference 
to  the  statute  prohibiting  the  operation  of 
trains  on  Sunday,  and  defendant  having 
been  given  by  this  court  the  benefit  of  said 
defense,  it  is  unnecessary  to  determine 
whether  the  statute  precluded  any  other  de- 
fense in  said  action. 

Same  —  regulation  of  speed  —  liqaidat- 
ed  damages  ^  validity. 

3.  The  legislature  may  provide  by  general 
law  that  a  shipper  of  live  stock  may  recover 
liquidated  damages  from  a  public  carrier 
for  failure  to  transport  such  stock  com- 
mitted to  the  carrier  for  transit  between 
stations  in  Nebraska. 

Same  —  common-law  liability  —  right 
of  legislature  to  increase. 

4.  Section  4  of  article  11  of  the  Constitu- 
tion does  not  prohibit  the  legislature  from 
increasing  the  common-law  liability  of  com- 
mon carriers;  and  in  case  the  legislature* 
expands  such  liability,  the  courts  will  not 
declare  the  statute  void  on  the  complaint 
of  the  carrier,  because  in  some  hypothetical 
case  the  law,  if  applied,  might  work  to  the- 
disadvantage  of  a  shipper. 

Interstate  commerce  —  carrier  ^  state 
regulation. 

5.  The  statute  does  not  interfere  with  or 
regulate  interstate  commerce. 

Carrier  —  live  stock  —  delay  —  action 

—  defenses. 

6.  Where  the  evidence  disclosed  without 
dispute  that  as  to  one  cause  of  action  the 
delay  was  occasioned  by  unloading  the  stock 
for  feed,  «a.tar,   and  rest  at  tne  feeding 

Headnotes  by  Boot,  J. 

Rehearing  headnotes  by  Dkait,  J. 


Note.  —  See  Downey  ▼.  Northern  P.  R- 
Co.  ante,  1017,  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
statutes  fixing  minimum  rates  of  speed  for 
transportation  of  live  stock. 
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pons  of  the  defendant  at  a  division  point, 
and  that  to  have  continued  the  shipment  to 
the  point  of  destination  would  liave  prob- 
ably compelled  the  carrier  to  have  operated 
its  trains  on  Sunday  and  have  resulted  in 
the  delivery  of  said  stock  on  the  Sabbath, 
a  judgment  based  on  said  count  in  the  peti- 
tion will  be  reversed. 

(Barnes,  J.,  dissents.) 
On  Petition  for  Rehearing. 
Pleading  —  delay  in  transporting  live 
stock  —  petition  —  sufficiency. 

7.  The  petition  examined,  discussed  in 
the  opinion,  and  held  to  state  a  cause  of 
action. 

Same  —  defenses. 

8.  The  first  proviso  clause  in  5  10,606, 
Cobbey's  Anno.  Stat.  1907,  construed,  and 
held,  the  exceptions  therein  noted  are  mat- 
ters of  defense,  and  need  not  be  negatived 
by  plaintiff. 

Statute  —  constitutionality  —  riglit  of 
nnprejndlced  litigant  to  question. 

9.  A  litigant  who  is  not  shown  to  have 
been  prejudiced  by  the  enforcement  of  an 
act  of  the  legislature  is  not  in  position  to 
assail  such  act  on  the  ground  of  its  being 
unconstitutional. 

Same  —  constrnction  —  legal  effect  — 
presumption. 

10.  The  legislature  is  presumed  to  know 
the  general  conditions  surrounding  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  legislative  enactment,  and  it 
will  be  presumed  it  knows  and  contemplates 
the  legal  effect  that  accompanies  the  langu- 
age it  employs  to  make  effective  the  legis- 
lative will. 

(Barnes,  and  Fawcett,  JJ.,  dissent.) 

(June  11,  1009.) 

•  k  PPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
A.  of  the  District  Court  for  Garfield  Coun- 
ty in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  the  statutory  penalty  for  fail- 
ure promptly  to  transport  certain  live 
stock.    Affirmed  on  condition. 

Messrs.  J.  E.  Kelby,  Frank  E.  Bisliop, 
E.  M.  Wbite,  and  F.  M.  Weweese  for  ap- 
pellant. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Clements  for  appellee. 

Messrs.  B.  T.  White,  Vf.  T.  Thompson, 
Attorney  General,  and  C.  C.  Flnnsbnrg, 
amid  curice. 

Root,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Action  under  chapter  107,  p.  506,  Laws 
Neb.  1906,  being  §§  10,606  and  10,607,  Cob- 
bey**  Anno.  Stat.  1907.  Judgment  was  ren- 
dered in  favor  of  plaintiff,  and  defendant 
appeals. 

This  case  has  been  elaborately  briefed  and 
exhaustively  argued  by  counsel  for  the  re-, 
spective  litigants  and  by  friends  of  the 
court;  but  more  attention  has  been  given  to 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


t  the  validity  of  the  statute  than  to  the  facts 
in  the  instant  case.    The  act  is  as  follows: 

"Sec.  10,606.  It  is  hereby  declared  and 
made  the  duty  of  each  corporation,  individ- 
ual, or  association  of  individuals,  operating 
any  railroad  as  a  public  carrier  of  freight  in 
the  state  of  Nebraska,  in  transporting  live 
stock  from  one  point  to  another  in  said 
state  in  car-load  lots,  in  consideration  of 
the  freight  charges  paid  therefor,  to  run 
their  train  conveying  the  same  at  a  rate 
of  speed  so  that  the  time  consumed  in  said 
journey  from  the  initial  point  of  receiving 
said  stock  to  the  point  of  feeding  or  destin- 
ation shall  not  exceed  one  hour  for  each  IS 
miles  traveled,  including  the  time  of  stops  at 
stations  or  other  points,  provided  in  cases 
where  the  initial  point  is  not  a  division  sta- 
tion and  on  all  branch  lines  not  exceeding 
125  miles  in  length,  the  rate  of  speed  shall 
be  such  that  not  more  than  one  hour  shall 
be  consumed  in  traversing  each  12  miles 
of  the  distance,  including  the  time  of  stops 
at  stations  or  other  points,  from  the  initial 
point  to  the  first  division  station  or  over 
said  branches.  The  time  consumed  in  pick- 
ing up  and  setting  out,  loading  or  unloading 
stock  at  stations,  shall  not  be  included  in 
the  time  required,  as  provided  in  this  sched- 
ule. Provided,  further,  that  upon  branch 
lines  not  exceeding  125  miles  in  length  live 
stock  of  less  than  six  cars  in  one  consign- 
ment, each  railway  company  in  this  state 
may  select  and  designate  three  days  in  each 
week  as  stock  shipping  days,  and  publish 
and  make  public  the  days  so  designated, 
and,  after  giving  ten  days'  notice  of  the 
days  so  selected  and  designated,  shall  be 
required  upon  its  branch  lines  to  conform  to 
the  schedule  in  this  act  provided,  only  upon 
said  days  so  designated  as  stock  shipping 
days. 

"Sec.  10,607.  Any  individual,  corpora- 
tion, or  association  of  individuals,  violating 
any  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  pay  to  the 
owner  of  such  live  stock  the  sum  of  $10 
for  each  hour  for  each  car  it  extends  or  pro- 
longs the  time  of  transportation  beyond  the 
.period  herein  limited,  as  liquidated  damages 
to  be  recovered  in  an  ordinary  action,  a» 
other  debts  are  recovered." 

1.  It  is  argued  that  the  legislature  in 
enacting  said  statute  violated  §  11,  art.  3, 
of  the  Constitution,  because  the  law,  if 
given  effect,  amends  §§  10,596,  10,597,  and 
10,598,  Cobbey's  Anno.  Stat.  1907,  and  the 
act  of  1905  does  not  mention  or  repeal  the 
statutes  thus  amended.  The  act  under  con- 
sideration is  complete  in  itself,  and,  al- 
though it  may  conflict  somewhat  with  | 
10,697,  supra,  it  will  not,  for  that  reason, 
be  held  void,  as  the  earlier  act  must  yield 
to  the  later.  State  v.  Omaha  Elevator  Co. 
75  Neb.  637,  106  N.  W.  979,  110  N.  W.  874j 
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Bryant  v.  Dakota  County,  53  Neb.  755,  74 
N.'W.  313.  The  act  of  1905  does  not  in 
any  manner  modify  §§  10,596  or  10,598, 
supra. 

2.  It  is  next  suggested  that  the  statute 
deprives  a  railway   company  of  the  equal 
protection  of  the  law,  in  that  it  forecloses 
any  defense  that  might  reasonably  exist  in 
the   carrier's   favor,   and   provides    for    the 
payment  of  an  arbitrary  sum  to  the  ship- 
per  under   certain    conditions,    without    re- 
gard to  whether  he  is  damaged  or  not,  and 
thereby  provides  for  the  taking  of  the  rail- 
way's property  without  due  process  of  law. 
As  to  the  first  of  the  last-stated  proposi- 
tions, defendant  is  in  the  peculiar  position 
of  urging  that  it  is  without  a  defense,  the 
statute  being  considered,  and  the  court,  not 
having   the   assistance   of   counsel   on   this 
branch  of  the   law,   will   not   exhaustively 
consider   the   question.     The   statute    does 
not  contain  any  exceptions,  and  defendant 
argues    that   neither   the    act   of   God    nor 
inevitable  accident  would  excuse  it  for  fail- 
ure to  deliver  a  car  load  of  stock  within  the 
time  limit.    Although  we  do  not  agree  with 
counsel,   it   is  unnecessary  to  inquire  con- 
cerning what  facts  would  be  a  lawful  ex- 
cuse for  a  carrier  in  a  suit  like  the  one  at 
bar.     A  statute  will  be  read  in  connection 
with  all  other  enactments  upon  that  sub- 
ject.    State  V.  Omftha  Elevator  Co.  supra; 
Roher  v.  Hastings  Brewing  Co.  83  Neb.  Ill, 
119  N.  W.  27;  2  Lewis's  Sutherland,  Stat. 
Constr.  2d  ed.  §  448.     It  is  also  a-  truism 
that   "when   statutes   are   made   there   are 
some  things  which  are  exempted  and  fore- 
prized  out  of  the  provisions  thereof,  by  the 
law  of  reason,  though  not  expressly  men- 
tioned.    Thus,  things  for  necessity's  sake, 
or  to  prevent  a  failure  of  justice,  are  ex- 
cepted out  of  statutes."     Rule  5  Dwarris' 
Maxims,  p.  123,  Potter's  Dwarr.  Stat.     It 
was  held  in  United  States  v.  Kirby,  7  Wall. 
482,  48G,  19  L.  ed.  278,  280,  that,  although 
the  statute  providing  a  penalty  for  inter- 
fering with  the  transmission  of  the  mails 
did  not  contain  any  exception,  yet  an  officer 
might  lawfully  arrest  a  mail  carrier  upon 
a  warrant  charging  him  with  the  crime  of 
murder.      See    also    Tsoi    Sim    ▼.    United 
States,  54  C.  C.  A.  154,  116  Fed.  920;  State 
V.  Barge,  82  Minn.  256,  63  L.R.A.  428,  84  N. 
W.  911;  State  v.  Rollins,  80  Minn.  216,  83 
N.  W.  141.    In  Sullivan  Sav.  Inst.  v.  Sharp, 
2  Neb.   (Unof.)   300,  96  N.  W.  522,  it  was 
held   that   a  mortgagee  was   not   liable   in 
liquidated  damages  for  refusing  to  cancel  a 
mortgage,  if  the  right  of  the  person  making 
the   demand   was   not   clear.     The   statute 
docs  not  deny  the  carrier  the  right  to  defend 
an  action  brought  thereon,  nor  state  what, 
if  any,  defenses  may  or  may  not  be  avail- 1 
able  in  such  a  case.    Defendant  will  not  be 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


in  position  to  complain  in  this  particular, 
until,  in  a  concrete  case  wherein  it  has  pre- 
sented and  maintained,  or  offered  to  main- 
tain, a  legitimate  defense,  the  courts  have 
determined  that  the  statute  denies  the  car- 
rier that  right.  Whitehead  v.  Wilming- 
ton &  W.  R.  Co.  87  N.  C.  255;  Allen  v.  Texas 
&  P.  R.  Co.  100  Tex.  525,  101  S.  W.  792. 

Concerning  the   claim   that   the   enforce- 
ment of   the   statute   will   amount    to   the 
taking  of  defendant's  property  without  due 
process  of  law,   it  may  be  broadly  stated 
that  the  carrier  is  not  situated  with  refer- 
ence to  the  public,  and  the  statute,  as  na- 
tural persons  engaged  in  the  ordinary  voca- 
tions  of   life   are   with   reference    to   each 
other.    A  speed  of  12  or  18  miles  an  hour 
for  defendant's  freight  trains  is  not  prima 
facie  unreasonable,  because  defendant's  tes- 
timony shows  that  it  operated  said  trains 
on  some  parts  of  its  railway  at  the  rate  of 
30  miles  an  hour.    It  may  be  expensive  for 
the  railway  in  every  instance  to  maintain 
the  average  speed  demanded  by  the  statute. 
A   car   of   live   stock   transported    from   a 
branch  line  to  a  division  may  not  reach  the 
latter  station  in  time  to  be  included  within 
a  freight  train  going  in  the  desired  direc- 
tion on  the  main  line,  and  to  devote  a  loco- 
motive exclusively  to  the  one  car  for  any 
considerable  distance   would   entail    a  con- 
siderable expense  for  the  carrier.    However, 
the  railway  company  is  permitted  to  charge 
remunerative  rates   for  the   transportation 
of  freight.    Its  methods  of  bookkeeping  and 
of  collecting  and  tabulating  statistics   are 
such  that  it  can,  with  reasonable  exactitude, 
ascertain  the  cost  to  it  and  a  fair  charge  to 
the  shipper  for  transporting  any  particular 
property.    If  the  legislature  has,  by  regulat- . 
ing  the   service,   increased   the  expense   of 
transporting  live  stock  in  Nebraska,  and  to 
comply  with  the  statute  will  wipe  out  a 
reasonable  margin  of  profit  for  the  carrier 
on  all  of  its  intrastate  business,  it  has  am- 
ple recourse  in  an  increase  of  rates,  so  that 
in  the  end,  viewed  as  a  general  proposition, 
the  enforcement  of  the  law  to  the  extreme, 
suggested   by   defendant's   learned   counsel, 
will  not  deprive  the  carrier  of  any  just  profit, 
nor  take  its  property  without  due  process 
of  law.    In  the  instant  case  the  enforcement 
of  the  law,  as  we  view  the  record,  will  not 
deprive    defendant    of    any    constitutional 
guaranty,   state   or  national.     Defendant's 
property  is  affected  by  a  publio   interest, 
and,  having  devoted  that  property  to  the 
use  in  which  the  public  have  an  interest,  it 
must,  to  the  limit  of  the  interest  thus  ac- 
quired by  the  public,  submit  to  the  control 
of  such  property  for  the  public  good.    Rush- 
ville  V.  Rushville  Natural  Gas  Co.  132  Ind. 
575,  584,  15  UR-A.  321, 28  N.E.  853;  Chica- 
go, B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  V.  Iowa  (Oiicago,  B.  £  Q.  R. 
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Co.  V.  Cutis)  94  U.  8.  156,  24  L.  ed.  94. 
The  public  is  interested  not  only  in  being 
permitted  to  have  its  property  transported 
for  a  reasonable  compensation,  but  also  in 
having  that  property,  especially  if  subject 
to  rapid  depreciation,  transported  with  rea- 
sonable promptness  and  care. 

Before  the  enactment  of  this  statute,  the 
carrier  was  liable  in  damages  to  the  shipper 
if  it  unnecessarily  and  unreasonably  delayed 
the  transportation  of  live  stock  committed 
to  its  possession  for  carriage.  Nelson  v. 
Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  78  Neb.  57,  110  N. 
W.  741;  Denman  v.  Chicago,  B.  &,  Q.  R.  Co. 
52  Neb.  140,  143,  71  N.  W.  967.  The  legis- 
lature, iir  passing  from  the  subject  of  com- 
pensation to  that  of  service,  kept  well  with- 
in its  constitutional  rights,  and  the  inquiry 
should  be  confined  to  ascertaining  whether 
the  operation  of  the  law  will  impose  such  an 
undue  burden  upon  the  carrier  as  to  take 
from  it  something  for  which  the  public  will 
not  give  an  adequate  return.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  common  knowledge  that  live  stock 
confined  in  a  freight  car  deteriorates  in 
condition,  and  that,  if  the  animals  are  to 
be  placed  on  the  market  within  a  short  time 
of  the  termination  of  transportation,  the 
depreciation  is  not  confined  to  a  shrinkage 
in  weight,  but  to  many  other  factors  diiii- 
cult  to  prove,  but  actually  existing  and 
seriously  affecting  the  market  value  of  said 
property.  As  the  damage  accruing  from  the 
protracted  confinement  of  stock  is  difficult 
to  prove  with  reasonable  exactitude,  and 
yet  always  exists,  the  legislature  has  the 
power  to  provide  for  liquidated  damages. 
Such  legislation  is  not  unsound  in  principle, 
and  has  been  upheld  in  many  courts. 

Section  4966  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
the  United  States  (U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901, 
p.  3415)  provides  that  one  who  publicly  per- 
forms a  dramatic  composition  without  the 
permission  of  the  owner  of  the  copyright 
thereof,  if  it  has  been  copyrighted,  shall  be 
liable  in  damages  in  at  least  $100  for  the 
first  performance  and  $50  for  each  subse- 
quent production.  In  Brady  v.  Daly,  175  U. 
S.  148,  44  L.  ed.  109,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  62, 
the  statute  was  upheld,  not  as  a  penalty, 
because  it  was  said  only  the  owner  of  the 
copyright  may  bring  the  action,  nor  as  a 
punishment  to  the  wrongdoer,  but  as  a  rea- 
sonable liquidation  of  the  damages  which 
the  proprietor  had  suffered  from  the  wrong- 
ful acts  of  the  defendant.  So,  also,  where 
the  statute  provided  for  a  flat  recovery  of  a 
stipulated  sum  for  the  negligent  killing  of 
a  person,  the  act  was  held  not  to  deprive 
defendant  of  property  without  due  process 
of  law.  It  might  be  that  substantial  dam- 
ages had  not  accrued  to  the  plaintiff  in  a 
particular  case.  In  some  instances  the  dam- 
age would  be  insignificant,  and  in  others 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  65 


death  would  relieve  the  plaintiff  of  a  pecu- 
niary burden.  Under  that  statute  it  would 
not  avail  the  defendant  to  plead  and  offer 
to  prove  that  the  deceased  was  a  helpless 
cripple,  or  in  the  last  stages  of  tuberculosis, 
nor  would  it  be  heard  to  say  that  its  prop- 
erty was  in  danger  of  being  taken  without 
due  process  of  law.  Coover  v.  Moore,  31 
Mo.  574,  576;  Carroll  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co. 
88  Mo.  239,  57  Am.  Rep.  382.  Counsel  for 
defendant  argue  that  the  statute  purports 
to  give  more  than  compensatory  damages, 
and  therefore  is  controlled  by  Atchison  &,  N. 
R.  Co.  v.  Baty,  6  Neb.  37,  29  Am.  Rep.  356; 
but  that  case  merely  disapproved  a  statute 
that  purported  to  give  double  damages,  and, 
if  the  act  under  consideration  provided  for 
the  recovery  of  double  or  treble  damages, 
we  would  not  hesitate  to  apply  the  earlier 
case  to  the  instant  one.  Such  is  not  the 
case.  On  more  than  one  occasion  we  have 
upheld  the  right  of  the  legislature  to  liqui- 
date damages  that  may  arise  from  the  de- 
fault of  a  person  under  circumstances  which 
preclude  the  ascertainment  of  the  actual 
damages  suffered  by  the  aggrieved  person. 
In  Graham  v.  Kibble,  9  Neb.  182,  2  N.  W. 
455,  a  recovery  of  the  statutory  damages  of 
$50  against  a  public  officer  for  collecting  a 
greater  fee  for  his  ofiicial  services  than  the 
law  prescribed  was  affirmed.  In  Clearwater 
Bank  v.  Kurkonski,  45  Neb.  1,  63  N.  W. 
133,  the  statute  permitting  a  mortgagor  to 
recover  from  the  mortgagee  $50  liquidated 
damages  for  failing  to  release  a  chattel 
mortgage  after  it  had  been  fully  paid  was 
sustained,  and  in  Hier  v.  Hutchings,  58  Neb. 
334,  78  N.  W.  638,  we  approved  the  statute 
providing  for  the  recovery  of  $500  against 
an  officer  for  rearresting  a  person  who  had 
been  discharged  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
for  the  same  offense  as  that  described  in 
the  officer's  warrant.  Counsel  distinguish 
those  cases  relating  to  public  officers,  for 
the  alleged  reason  that  the  legislature  may 
subject  the  occupant  of  a  public  office  to 
damages  for  particular  unlawful  acts  com- 
mitted in  the  conduct  thereof.  Although 
the  legislature  may  not  prohibit  the  car- 
rier from  transacting  business,  yet  it  may 
regulate  the  affairs  of  that  public  servant, 
and  much  of  the  reason  for  sustaining  the 
power  of  the  legislature  to  provide  that 
public  officers  shall  pay  a  definite  sum  as 
liquidated  damages  for  acts  of  commission 
or  omission  applies  to  like  provisions  in 
statutes  passed  to  regulate  public  carriers 
in  the  transaction  of  their  business. 

3.  It  is  argued  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  state  provides  that  the  "liability  of 
railroad  corporations  as  common  carriers 
shall  never  be  limited"  (art.  11,  §  4);  that 
the  shipper  might  suffer  a  greater  damage 
by  reason  of  delay  in  the  transportation  of 
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hia  stock  than  he  could  recover  under  the 
act  in  question;  that  the  statute  would  pre- 
vent the  shipper  from  recovering  his  actual 
daina^,  and  therefore  is  void  for  that  rea- 
son. Such  a  condition  could  not  prejudice 
the  defendant,  and  it  cannot  litigate  a  ship- 
per's right  in  a  hypothetical  case  that  may 
never  be  presented  to  this  court.  Com.  v. 
Wright,  79  Ky.  22,  42  Am.  Rep.  203;  State 
V.  Becker,  3  S.  D.  29,  51  N.  W.  1018;  Lake 
Shore  4  M.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Ohio,  173  U.  S.  285, 
308,  43  L.  ed.  702,  710,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  465. 

4.  Defendant  asserts  that  many  of  the 
sliipmcnls  complained  of  were  carried  in  in- 
terstate trains,  and  that  the  statute  inter- 
feres with  interstate  commerce,  and  cites 
Houston  &  T.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Mayes,  201  U.  S. 
321,  50  li.  ed.  772,  26  Sup.  a.  Rep.  491. 
Counsel  have  not  referred  to  any  admission 
in  the  pleadings  br  to  a  syllable  of  testi- 
mony that  will  sustain  the  claim  advanced. 
All  of  the  stock  was  transported  between 
points  within  the  state,  and  no  part  of  the 
route  traveled  extended  beyond  the  borders 
of  Nebraska.  The  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  in  Houston  &  T.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Mayes, 
supra,  considered  an  interstate  shipment, 
and  only  determined  that  the  Texas  statute 
was  invalid  in  so  far  as  it  might  be  applied 
thereto,  and  subsequently  the  law  was  held 
valid  as  applied  to  intrastate  shipments. 
Allen  V.  Texas  &.  P.  R.  Co.  100  Tex.  525,  101 
S.  W.  792.  Nor  would  we  concede  that,  by 
including  the  cars  in  a  train  made  up  par- 
tially of  cars  which  contained  property  con- 
signed to  points  without  the  state  of  Ne- 
braska, defendant  could  avoid  the  statute  so 
far  as  the  intrastate  shipments  were  con- 
cerned. Hennington  v.  Georgia,  163  U.  S. 
299,  317,  41  L.  ed.  166,  16  Sup.  a.  Rep. 
1086. 

5.  It  is  suggested  that  the  statute  is  class 
legislation  and  inimical  to  S  15  of  article 
i  of  the  Constitution.  The  act  operates 
uniformly  upon  all  persons  coming  within 
the  class,  and  the  classification  has  reason 
to  justify  its  existence.  The  greater  part  of 
freight  is  inanimate,  and  much  of  it  will  not 
depreciate  4f  delayed  somewhat  in  trans- 
portation; but  live  stock,  peculiarly  of  all 
perishable  freight,  must  be  handled  expedi- 
tiously to  preserve  its  value.  Vegetables, 
if  kept  warm  in  winter,  will  not  deteriorate 
if  leisurely  transported,  and  fresh  fruit, 
meat,  and  dairy  products,  if  chilled  and 
kept  at  a  proper  temperature,  may  be  de- 
layed in  transit  during  the  warm  weather 
and  still  arrive  fresh  and  wholesome  at  the 
point  of  destination;  but,  regardless  of  the 
season  or  weather,  speed  is  an  essential  ele- 
ment in  the  proper  transportation  of  live 
stock  by  the  carrier.  We  conclude  that  the 
law  does  not  violate  said  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Cleland  v.  Anderson,  66  Neb. 
26  L.Rji.(N.S.)      ., 


252,  6  L.R.A.(X.S.)  136,  92  N.  W.  306,  96  N. 
W.  212,  98  N.  W.  1075,  105  N.  W.  1092. 

6.  As  to  the  first  cause  of  action,  plain- 
tiff was  permitted  to  recover  for  a  delay  of 
twenty-four  hours  in  the  shipment  of  one 
car  of  stock.  It  is  undisputed:  That  said 
stock  was  shipped  from  Burwell  in  the  fore- 
noon of  Saturday,  the  first  of  July;  thatb 
the  regular  course  of  transit,  it  would  pass 
through  the  city  of  Lincoln,  where  defend- 
ant maintains  extensive  yards  and  pens  for 
feeding,  watering,  and  resting  stock;  that 
plaintiff's  stock  arrived  at  said  point  at 
10:30  F.  u.  of  said  Saturday,  which  wu 
within  the  time  fixed  by  the  statute,  and 
was  unloaded,  fed,  and  retained  until  San- 
day  night,  when  they  were  forwarded  te 
South  Omaha.  Therefore,  out  of  the 
twenty-four  hours'  delay  in  said  shipment 
for  which  plaintiff  recovered  judgment, 
twenty-three  hours  and  fifteen  minutes  mar 
be  accounted  for  by  said  stop  at  the  feed 
yards.  If  this  time  may  be  deducted,  there 
was  less  than  one  hour's  delay  in  said  ship- 
ment, and  plaintiff  would  not  be  entitled  to 
recover  therefor.  The  etatute  only  binds 
the  carrier  to  maintain  the  minimum  rate 
of  speed  between  the  initial  point  "of  re- 
ceiving said  stock  to  the  point  of  feeding 
or  destination."  Defendant  was  within  the 
letter  of  the  law.  Furthermore,  the  cat- 
tle were  fed  at  Lincoln,  and  the  time  con- 
sumed there  should  not  in  our  judgment 
have  been  charged  against  the  carrier.  We 
are  of  opinion  that  defendant  was  not  re- 
quired to  continue  running  its  train  on 
Sunday,  nor  to  deliver  the  stock  at  or  about 
12  o'clock  Saturday  night,  and  that  it  might 
with  propriety  have  refused  so  to  do  with- 
out incurring  a  bill  for  damages;  to  that 
extent,  at  least,  a  defense  was  presented, 
and  plaintiff  should  not  have  recovered  on 
his  first  cause  of  action. 

There  is  some  evidence  in  the  record,  to 
the  effect  that  one  car  of  stock  was  trcni- 
ported  from  Ashland  to  South  Omaha  via 
Ft.  Crook,  a  somewhat  longer  route  than  by 
Gretna,  that  the  grades  on  the  former  line 
are  lighter  than  on  the  latter,  and  this  fact 
and  a  congestion  of  trains  on  the  Gretna 
route  impelled  the  choice  of  the  Ft.  Crook 
line.  The  pleadings,  however,  do  not  admit 
the  consideration  of  this  extra  mileage, 
which  we  are  of  opinion  might  have  been 
considered  had  a  proper  issue  been  present- 
ed. There  is  also  some  evidence  that,  at 
the  stations  intermediate  Burwell  and  South 
Omaha,  some  time  was  consumed  in  setting 
out  and  picking  up  stock,  for  which  defend- 
ant would  have  been  entitled  to  credit  had 
there  been  anything  tangible  and  definite 
in  the  testimony  on  said  point;  but,  in  the 
condition  of  the  record,  neither  tiie  dis- 
trict court  nor  thia  court  can  find  that  on 
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any  particular  shipment  any  definite  deduc- 
tion shouM  have  been  made. 

There  is  also  considerable  evidence  tend- 
ing to  show,  aa  a  general  proposition,  that 
in  the  management  of  its  traffic  defendant 
is  compelled  to  side-track  trains  and  wait 
for  passing  trains,  that  defendant  has  in- 
stalled a  block  service  on  its  main  line,  and 
must  at  tiroes  delay  a  train  until  the  one 
preceding  it  going  in  the  same  direction  has 
cleared  the  block  before  the  former  may  be 
permitted  to  enter  it,  but  no  one  can  apply 
this  evidence  so  as  to  find  as  a  matter  of 
fact  that  as  to  any  of  the  shipments  a  de- 
lay for  any  definite  period  was  occasioned 
by  the  natural  results  of  a  careful  opera- 
tion of  defendant's  trains.  It  will  there- 
fore be  unnecessary  to  consider  whether' 
those  facts,  if  properly  presented,  would 
have  constituted  a  defense  to  this  action. 

The  judgment  entered,  to  the  extent  of 
$240,  is  excessive.  Therefore,  unless  the 
plaintiff  within  thirty  days  of  the  filing  of 
this  opinion  remits  from  the  judgment  re- 
covered in  the  district  court  the  sum  of 
$240  as  of  the  date  said  judgment  was  en- 
tered, this  case  will  be  reversed,  and  the 
cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings; 
but,  if  such  remittitur  is  filed  as  aforesaid, 
the  judgment  of  the  District  Court  will  be 
affirmed,  and  in  that  event  each  party  will 
pay  its  own  costs  in  this  court. 

Fawcett,  J.,    concurring: 

I  concur  in  the  majority  opinion,  but 
only  upon  the  ground  that  we  are  concluded 
by  numerous  former  decisions  of  this  court 
upon  kindred  questions.  I  have  always  ques- 
tioned the  power  of  the  legislature  arbitra- 
rily to  determine  that  one  party  to  a  civil 
contract  shall,  in  the  event  of  a  failure  on 
his  part  to  perform  some  condition  thereof, 
pay  to  the  other  party  damages  which  such 
other  party  has  not  sustained.  To  my  mind 
the  true  and  only  just  measure  in  all  such 
cases  ia  actual  damage;  but,  in  order  to 
hold  the  law  under  consideration  in  this 
case  invalid,  we  would  be  compelled  to  over- 
rule a  number  of  former  decisions  of  this 
court.  This  a  court  of  last  resort  should 
never  do,  except  in  extreme  cases.  I  know 
of  nothing  more  conducive  to  the  well-being 
of  a  state  than  a  settled  state  of  the  law. 

Barnes,  J.,  dissenting: 

J  am  unable  to  concur  in  the  majority 
opinion.  As  I  view  the  act  in  question,  it 
is  unconstitutional  for  several  reasons;  but 
for  the  sake  of  brevity  I  shall  discuss  but 
one  of  them. 

It  clearly  appears  from  the  opinion  of 
my  associates  that,  in  order  to  uphold  the 
statute,  they  have  been  compelled  to  read 
into  it  certain  exceptions  to  its  operation, 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


and  have  intimated  that  the  court  may,  in 
a  proper  case,  consider  others.  We  have 
thus  enlarged  and  changed  the  act  by  what 
seems  to  me  to  be  judicial  legislation  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  make  a  law  which  is 
quite  different  from  the  one  passed  by  the 
legislature.  It  will  be  observed  that,  by 
the  plain  language  of  the  statute,  common 
carriers,  in  transporting  live  stock  in  car- 
load lots  over  their  lines  in  this  state,  must 
maintain  a  speed  of  18  miles  an ,  hour  on 
their  niain  and  12  miles  an  hour  on  their 
branch  lines,  and  as  a  penalty  for  a  failure 
to  maintain  that  rate  of  speed  they  must 
pay  to  the  shipper  the  sum  of  $10  a  car 
an  hour  for  each  and  every  hour  consumed 
beyond  said  time  limit,  even  if  no  damages 
are  caused  by  the  delay.  To  the  operation 
of  this  law  the  statute  itself  contains  no 
exceptions  and  permits  of  no  excuses.  One 
of  the  defendant's  contentions  is  that  the 
law  is  unconstitutional  because  it  contains 
no  exemption  from  liability  even  where  the 
delay  is  caused  by  the  act  of  God  or  the 
public  enemy.  I  think,  however,  this  con- 
tention cannot  be  sustained,  for  it  may  well 
be  said  that  such  an  exception  is  always 
understood  and  will  be  supplied  by  impli- 
cation. So  far,  I  am  in  accord  with  my 
associates,  but  such  a  rule  does  not  apply 
to  the  failure  to  operate  trains  on  Sunday 
and  delays  caused  by  unavoidable  accidents 
and  the  unlawful  acts  of  third  persons. 

It  is  conceded,  in  effect,  by  the  majority 
opinion,  that  without  the  last-named  excep- 
tions the  statute  is  unconstitutional.  It 
will  be  observed  that  as  to  the  plaintiff's 
first  cause  of  action,  which  was  for  a  delay 
which  occurred  on  Sunday  at  the  feed  yards 
in  Lincoln,  the  defendant  is  held  not  liable. 
It  seems  clear  that  to  this  extent  the  opin- 
ion amends  the  law,  and  this,  therefore, 
amounts  to  judicial  legislation.  This  should 
not  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  uphold  an  act 
which,  as  it  comes  from  the  legislature,  in 
effect  deprives  the  carrier  of  his  property 
without  due  process  of  law.  In  Re  Contest 
Proc.eedings,  31  Meb.  262,  10  L.R.A.  803,  47 
N.  W.  923,  it  was  said:  "A  casut  omissus 
in  a  statute  cannot  be  supplied  by  a  court 
of  law,  for  that  would  be  to  make  laws." 
Where  the  words  of  a  statute  are  plainly 
expressive  of  an  intent  not  rendered  du- 
bious by  the  context,  the  interpretation 
must  carry  out  that  intent.  It  matters  not 
in  such  a  case  what  the  consequences  may 
be.  It  has  therefore  been  distinctly  stated, 
from  early  times  dowp  to  the  present  day, 
that  judges  are  not  to  mold  the  language  of 
the  statute  in  order  to  meet  an  alleged  con- 
venience, or  an  alleged  equity;  are  not  to 
be  influenced  by  any  notions  of  hardship, 
or  of  what,  in  their  view,  is  right  and  rea- 
sonable.   They  are  not  to  alter  clear  words. 
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though  the  legislature  may  not  have  con- 
templated the  consequences  of  using  them, 
and,  however  unjust,  arbitrary,  or  incon- 
venient the  intention  may  be,  the  statute 
must  receive  its  full  effect.  What  is  called 
tlie  policy  of  the  government  with  reference 
to  any  particular  legislation  is  too  unstable 
a  foundation  for  the  construction  of  a  stat- 
ute. The  clear  language  of  a  statute  can 
be  neither  restrained  nor  extended  by  any 
consideration  of  supposed  wisdom  or  pol- 
icy, and,  even  when  the  court  is  convinced 
that  the  legislature  really  meant  and  in- 
tended something  not  expressed  by  the 
phraseology  of  the  act,  it  will  hot  deem  it- 
self authorized  to  depart  from  the  plain 
meaning  of  the  language  which  is  free  from 
ambiguity.  It  must  be  construed  according 
to  its  plain  and  obvious  meaning,  though 
the  consequences  should  defeat  the  object 
of  the  act.  A  construction  not  supported 
by  the  language  of  the  statute  cannot  be 
imposed  by  the  court  in  order  to  effectuate 
what  may  he  supposed  to  be  the  intention 
of  the  legisjature.  Endlich,  Interpretation 
of  Stattues,"  §§  4-0.  When  the  words  of 
the  statute  admit  of  but  one  meaning,  a 
court  is  not  at  liberty  to  speculate  on  the 
intention  of  the  legislature,  or  to  construe 
an  act  according  to  its  own  notions  of  what 
ought  to  have  been  enacted.  The  moment 
we  depart  from  the  plain  words  of  the  stat- 
ute, in  a  bunt  for  some  intention  founded  on 
the  general  policy  of  the  law,  difficulties 
will  meet  us  at  every  turn.  Indeed,  to  de- 
part from  the  language  of  the  act  is  not 
to  construe,  but  to  alter  it,  and  this 
amounts  to  judicial  legislation. 

Again,  the  power  of  construction  is  re- 
strained by  certain  well-settled  rules,  and, 
if  this  were  not  so,  its  use  would  often 
amount  to  usurpation  of  legislative  power, 
and,  as  was  said  in  Gage  v.  Currier,  4  Pick. 
402,  "a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  we  are 
sworn  to  support."  In  Hyatt  v.  Taylor,  42 
N.  Y.  258,  it  was  held  that  "no  rule  of 
public  policy,  no  necessity,  no  violation  of 
right,  no  evidence  of  intent  derivable  .from 
the  terms  of  the  statute,  or  from  its  de- 
sign, permits  ...  a  restriction  of  its 
plain  and  explicit  language."  I  am  there- 
fore of  opinion  that  when,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent a  law  from  being  declared  unconstitu- 
tional, it  is  necessary  to  amend  it  by  judi- 
cial construction,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court 
to  promptly  declare  it  unconstitutional  and 
th\is  avoid  usurping  legislative  powers. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons,  among  others, 
it  seems  clear  to  me  that  the  law  in  ques- 
tion should  be  declared  unconstitutional, 
and  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
should  be  reversed. 

A  petition  for  rehearing  h.iving  been  filed 
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and  reargument  as  to  certain  questions  or- 
dered, Dean,  J.,  on  December  14,  1910, 
handed  down  the  following  additional  opin- 
ion: 

Our  former  opinion  in  this  case,  affirm- 
ing the  judgment. of  the  lower  court,  is  re- 
ported in  84  Neb.  607,  ante,  102.3,  122  N.  W. 
31,  to  which  reference  is  had  for  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts.  The  delayed  shipment 
act  of  the  legislature  of  1905  (Laws  1905, 
chap.  107,  p.  &06),  under  which  this  suit  was 
brought,  is  assailed  by  defendant  a»  being 
unconstitutional.  The  act  upon  which  the 
attack  is  made  also  appears  in  our  former 
opinion.  A  motion  for  rehearing,  supported 
by  a  brief  in  behalf  of  defendant,  has  been 
filed,  and  also  a  reply  brief  by  the  plaintiff, 
and  upon  due  consideration  a  reargument 
was  ordered  by  the  court,  which  has  been 
submitted  by  counsel  upon  the  following 
points:  "(1)  Does  the  petition  state  « 
cause  of  action?  (2)  Does  the  statute  vio- 
late §  4,  art.  11,  of  the  Constitution,  pro- 
viding that  the  liability  of  railway  corpora- 
tions shall  never  be  limited?" 

The  defendant  argues  that  the  burden  is 
upon  plaintiff  to  plead  and  prove  every  fact 
necessary  to  bring  his  case  within  the  pre- 
cise terms  of  the  statute  upon  which  his 
action  is  founded,  and  that  the  petition  is 
fatally  defective  in  each  cause  of  action, 
and  is  so  deficient  in  substance  that  a  judg- 
ment predicated  thereon  cannot  be  sus- 
tained. That  part  of  §  10,606,  Cobbey's 
Anno.  Stat.  1907,  that  we  are  called  upon 
to  construe  in  order  to  determine  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  petition,  reads  as  follows: 
"Provided,  in  cases  where  the  initial  point 
is  not  a  division  station  and  on  all  branch 
lines  not  exceeding  125  miles  in  length,  the 
rate  of  speed  shall  be  such  that  not  more 
than  one  hour  shall  be  consumed  in  travers- 
ing each  12  miles  of  the  distance,  including 
the  time  'of  stops  at  stations  or  othei 
points,  from  the  initial  point  to  the  firsi 
division  station  or  over  said  branches.  The 
time  consumed  in  picking  up  and  setting 
out,  loading  or  unloading  stock  at  stations, 
shall  not  be  included  in  the  time  required, 
as  provided  in  this  schedule."  Defendant 
now  argues  that  plaintiff  must,  if  he  would 
avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  statute, 
plead  and  make  proof  of  the  time  con- 
sumed in  picking  up  and  setting  out,  load- 
ing or  unloading,  stock  at  intermediate  sta- 
tions between  the  point  of  shipment  and  the 
point  of  destination.  The  plaintiff  contends 
that  the  time  so  consumed  by  the  company 
in  the  movement  of  its  trains  is  defensive 
matter,  and  that  the  burden  of  proof  is  on 
the  defendant.  Plaintiff's  several  causes  of 
action  are  each  pleaded  separately,  but  in 
language  substantially  alike;  the  only  chan- 
ges being  those  requires  to  meet  the  neces- 
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sary  allegations  as  to  the  time  and  tlie 
amount  of  the  respective  shipments.  Omit- 
ting the  formal  parts,  the'  following  Is 
plaintiiT's  twenty-first  count  in  his  petition, 
the  language  whereof  defendant  argues  is 
so  deficient  in  its  allegations  that  it  is  in- 
sufficient to  sustain  the  judgment:  "That 
at  all  of  the  times  hereinafter  mentioned 
the  defendant  was,  and  now  is,  a  corpora- 
tion duly  organized  and  existing  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Iowa, 
and  did,  and  now  does,  own  and  operate 
a  railroad  between  BuAvell  and  South  Oma- 
ha, in  the  state  of  Nebraska,^  as  a  public 
carrier  of  passengers  and  freight  for  hire 
in  said  8ta%e;  that  the  defendant's  said  line 
of  railroad  runs  through  the  city  of  Aurora 
in  said  state,  and  the  portion  of  its  said 
railroad  extending  between  South  Omaha 
and  Aurora  was,  and  is,  a  main  line  125 
miles  in  length,  and  the  portion  of  its  said 
railroad  extending  between  Aurora  and  Bur- 
well  was,  and  is,  a  branch  line  104  miles  in 
length;  that  on  the  8th  day  of  September, 
1905,  the  plaintiff  delivered  to  the  defend- 
ant, and  it  then  received,  at  its  railroad  sta- 
tion in  Burwell,  Nebraska,  one  full  car  load 
of  live  stock  belonging  to  plaintiff,  to  be 
safely  and  securely  conveyed  by  the  defend- 
ant over  its  said  line  of  railroad,  from  Bur- 
well  to  South  Omaha,  Nebraska  within  the 
time  provided  for  by  statute,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  regular  freight  charges  therefor, 
which  the  plaintiff  paid  to  the  defendant; 
that  the  defendant's  train  conveying  said 
car  load  of  live  stock  left  Burwell  for  South 
Omaha  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.  of  said  day,  but  did 
not  arrive  at  South  Omaha,  the  point  of 
destination,  until  4:56  o'clock  a.  u.  on  Sep- 
tember 11,  1905,  and  the  time  consumed  in 
said  journey  was  fifty-two  hours  and 
eighteen  minutes  longer  than  permitted  by 
the  statutes  of  Nebraska,  to  the  damage  ol 
the  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  $520,  as  provid- 
ed for  by  statute." 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  petition, 
and  the  law  applicable  to  the  points  in- 
volved, to  discover  if  the  objections  raised 
by  defendant  are  well  taken,  and  we  con- 
clude the  pleading  is  not  defective  in  the 
particulars  pointed  out.  In  view  of  the  au- 
thorities we  are  of  the  opinion  defendant's 
contention  cannot  be  sustained  upon  any 
reasonable  theory  of  statutory  construction. 
To  do  so  would  be  to  read  a  meaning  -into 
the  statute  which  the  lawmaking  power  evi- 
dently did  not  intend,  and  for  which  the 
legislative  language,  as  used  in  the  act, 
gives  no  warrant.  The  rule  that  seems  to 
be  applicable  to  the  present  case  is  concisely 
stated  ia  31  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  115: 
"Where  a  party  relies  upon  a  statute  which 
contains  an  exception  in  the  enacting 
clause,  such  exception  must  be  negatived; 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


but  where  the  exception  occurs  in  a  proviso 
or  in  a  subsequent  section  of  the  act  sucli 
exception  is  matter  of  defense,  and  need  not 
be  negatived."  This  has  long  been  the  pre- 
vailing rule,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  al- 
most universally  followed. 

In  Chitty  on  Pleadings,  6th  Am.  ed. 
p.  "246,  the  author  says:  "In  pleading  up- 
on statutes,  where  there  is  an  exception  in 
the  enacting  clause,  the  plaintiff  must  show 
that  the  defendant  is  not  within  the  exemp- 
tion, but  if  there  be  an  exception  in  a  sub- 
sequent clause,  that  is  matter  of  defense, 
and  the  other  party  must  show  it  to  exempt 
himself  from  the  penalty."  On  page  •247, 
Chitty  cites  Lord  Tenterden  to  the  follow- 
ing effect:  "If  an  act  of  Parliament  or  a 
private  instrument  contain  in  it,  first,  a 
general  clause,  and  afterwards  a  separate 
and  distinct  clause,  something  which  would 
otherwise  be  included  in  it,  a  party  relying 
upon  the  general  clause  in  pleading  may  set 
out  that  clause  only,  without  noticing  the 
separate  and  distinct  clause  which  operates 
as  an  exception.  But  if  the  exception  it- 
self be  incorporated  in  the  general  clause, 
then  the  party  relying  upon  it  must,  in 
pleading,  state  it  with  the  exception." 
In  Lynch  ▼.  People,  16  Mich.  472,  Cooley,  Ch. 
J.,  speaking  for  the  court,  says:  "In  plead- 
ing statutes  where  there  is  an  exception  in 
the  enacting  clause,  the  pleader  must  nega- 
tive the  exception;  but,  when  there  is  no 
exception  in  the  enacting  clause,  but  an  ex- 
emption in  a  proviso  to  the  enacting  clause 
or  in  a  subsequent  section  of  the  act,  it  is 
matter  of  defense,  and  must  be  shown  by 
the  defendant."  Bush  v.  Wathen,  104  Ky. 
548,  47  S.  W.  699:  "When  there  is  an  ex- 
ception in  the  enacting  clause,  the  plaintiff 
must  negative  it.  If  the  exception  is  in  a 
subsequent  clause  to  that  giving  the  cause 
of  action,  then,  if  it  gives  the  defendant  ex- 
emption from  liability,  he  must  plead  it," 
Toledo,  P.  &  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Lavery,  71  111. 
522:  "Where  a  plaintiff  relies  upon  a  stat- 
ute for  a  recovery,  he  need  only  to  negative 
the  exceptions  in  the  enacting  clause,  and 
it  is  for  the  defendant  to  show,  by  way  of 
defense,  that  the  case  falls  within  an  ex- 
ception in  some  other  «lause  of  the  statute." 
Harris  v.  White,  81  N.  Y.  532:  "Where  an 
exception  is  contained  in  the  enacting  clause 
of  a  prohibitory  statute,  one  who  pleads 
the  statute  must  negative  the  exception, 
and  must  prove  the  negative,  unless  the 
subject-matter  of  the  negative  and  the 
means  of  proof  are  peculiarly  within  the 
knowledge  and  power  of  the  opposite  party, 
or  where  the  negative  does  not  admit  of 
direct  proof."  Muller  v.  United  States,  4 
Ct.  CI.  61 :  "When  the  enacting  clause  of  a 
statute  makes  an  exception  to  the  general 
provisions  of  the  act,  a  party  pleading  the 
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provisions  of  the  statute  mast  negative  tfae 
exception.  But  when  the  exception  is  con 
tained  in  a  proviso,  and  not  in  the  enacting 
clause,  the  party  pleading  the  statute  need 
not  negative  the  exception.  It  is  for  the 
other  party  to  set  it  up  in  avoidance  of  the 
general  provisions  of  the  statute."  To  sub- 
stantially the  same  effect  are  the  following: 
Vandegrift  v.  Meihle,  66  N.  J.  L.  92,  49  Atl. 
16;  1  Bates,  PI.  225;  Faribault  v.  Hulett, 
10  Minn.  30,  Gil.  16;  Bliss,  Code  PL  3d  ed. 
202. 

In  support  of  its  contention  defendant 
cites  Hale  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  36  Neb.  266, 
64  N.  W.  517.  We  have  examined  that  case, 
and  do  not  believe  the  conclusions  there 
reached  are  applicable  to  the  facts  in  the 
case  at  bar.  The  section  of  the  United 
States  statute  referred  to  therein  differs 
materially  from  the  statute  under  which 
the  action  in  the  case  before  us  is  brought. 
In  the  present  case  the  exception  relied  on  is 
not  in  the  enacting  clause  of  the  statute, 
but  occurs  in  the  proviso;  and  it  appears 
that  the  prevailing  weight  of  authority  is 
to  the  effect  that,  where  the  exception  is 
so  stated  in  the  statute,  such  exception  is 
matter  of  defense,  and  need  not  be  nega- 
tived by  the  plaintiff.  In  Hale  v.  Missouri 
P.  R.  Co.  supra,  it  does  not  appear  th&t  the 
action  was  brought  under  the  section  of  the 
United  States  statute  that  is  referred  to  in 
that  opinion.  No  reference  is  made  to  it  in 
the  record,  nor  in  the  briefs  of  counsel.  The 
statute  is  noticed  for  the  first  time  in  the 
record  of  the  Hale  Case,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  and  appears  to  be  <ftc(«m.  The 
suit  was  brought  evidently  as  a  common- 
law  action  oa  a  contract  of  shipment  for  the 
loss  of  live  stock  by  the  alleged  negligence 
of  the  railroad  company,  and  appears  to  us 
to  be  clearly  distinguishable  from  the  one 
now  before  us.  Young  v.  Kansas  City,  St. 
J.  &  O.  B.  R.  Co.  33  Mo.  App.  509;  Ruth  v. 
Lowrey,  10  Neb.  260,  4  N.  W.  977,  and  Has- 
kins  V.  Alcott,  13  Ohio  St.  216,  cited  by  de- 
fendant, do  not  seem  to  be  applicable  to  the 
facts  involved  herein. 

In  a  case  arising  under  the  statute  here 
in  question  it  is  obvious  that  the  exceptions 
noted  with  respect  to  the  time  consumed  in 
picking  up  and  setting  out  cars,  and  in  load- 
ing and  unloading  stock  at  stations,  are  pe- 
culiarly within  the  knowledge  of  the  em- 
ployees of  defendant,  and  doubtless  the  leg- 
islature had  this  thought  in  mind,  and  the 
act  was,  perhaps,  prepared  in  part  to  meet 
this  condition.  A  shipper  as  such  is  not  of 
necessity  learned  in  the  manifold  intricacies 
attendant  upon  the  active  management  of 
lines  of  transportation,  and  he  would  not, 
perhaps,  be  competent  to  determine  with  any 
reasonable  degree  of  accuracy  whether  the 
time  occupied  by  the  railroad  company,  in 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


the  respects  noted,  was  neeessarUy  occnpied 
or  .otherwise.  In  any  event,  from  the  lan- 
guage of  the  statute  as  it  appears  in  the 
act,  it  was  evidently  not  the  legislative  in- 
tention to  impose  upon  the  shipper  of  lire 
stock  the  burden  of  proving  the  exception 
noted  in  the  statute,  before  he  could  avail 
himself  of  its  compensatory  provisions.  A 
shipper  does  not  always  accompany  his 
stock  to  malrket,  particularly  if  the  ship- 
ment consists  of  but  ft  single  car  load,  in 
which  event  knowledge  of  the  delay  contem- 
plated by  the  statute,  and  the  reasons 
theref<»',  would  be,  perhaps,  exclusively 
within  the  knowledge  and  the  power  of  de- 
fendant. It  may  be  that  these  and  kindred 
contingencies  engrossed  the  legislative  mind 
when  the  remedial  act  in  question  was  en- 
acted. The  legislature  is  presumed  to  know 
the  general  condition  surrounding  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  legislative  enactment,  and  it 
will  be  presumed  it  knows  and  contemplates 
the  legal  effect  that  accompanies  the  lan- 
guage it  employs  to  make  effective  the  leg- 
islative will.  The  presumption  will  also  be 
indulged  that  the  lawmaking  body  is  con- 
versant with  the  established  rules  of  statu- 
tory construction,  and  that  in  the  passage 
of  the  act  in  question  it  did  not  lose  sight 
of  the  elementary  propositions  that  the  en- 
acting clause  of  a  statute  is  that  part  which 
immediately  precedes  the  proviso.  After 
careful  consideration  we  hold  upon  this 
point  that  the  contention  of  defendant  can- 
not be  upheld,  and  that  the  exception  noted 
in  the  statute  is  matter  of  defense  that 
need  not  be  negatived  by  plaintiff. 

Upon  the  second  point  to  which  the  ar- 
gument of  counsel  is  directed,  defendant 
contends  that  the  act  in  question  contra- 
venes §  4,  art.  11,  of  the  Constitution,  which 
provides  that  the  liability  of  railroad  corpo- 
rations as  common  carriers  shall  never  be 
limited,  and  should  therefore  be  declared 
void.  Following  is  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  which  the  defendant  main- 
tains has  been  violated  by  the  act  under 
which  this  suit  is  brought,  and  to  which  the 
argument  on  rehearing  has,  in  part,  been 
directed  (Const,  art.  11,  §  4):  "Railways 
heretofore  constructed,  or  that  may  here- 
after be  constructed,  in  this  state,  are 
hereby  declared  public  highways,  shall  be 
free  to  all  persons  for  the  transportation  of 
their,  persons  and  property  thereon,  under 
.such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law.  And  the  legislature  may  from  time  to 
time  pass  laws  establishing  reasonable  max- 
imum rates  of  charges  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  passengers  and  freight  on  the  differ- 
ent railroads  in  this  state.  The  liability  of 
railroad  corporations  as  common  earners 
shall  never  be  limited."    To  the  argument 
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of  defendant  en  this  point,  plaintiff  inter- 
poses the  objection  that  tlie  defendant  com- 
pany cannot  be  heard  to  urge  the  alleged 
unconstitutionality  of  the  act,  because  it  is 
not  shown  that  it  has  been  in  any  manner 
injured  thereby.  In  this  respect  the  record' 
sustains  the  position  of  plaintiff.  There  is 
not  a  syllable  of  testim'ony  to  show  that 
the  amount  of  plaintiff's  recovery  under  the 
statute  is  more  than  the  actual  damage  he 
suffered  by  the  delay  of  his  shipments,  and 
for  which,  even  in  the  absence  of  a  statute, 
the  defendant  would  be  liable.  Until  de- 
fendant 13  shown  affirmatively  to  have  been 
injured  he  cannot  be  heard  to  complain  that 
the  act  under  which  the  suit  is  brought  is 
unconstitutional. 

The  rule  is  thus  stated  in  Cooley's  Consti- 
tutional Limitations,  7th  ed.  232:  "Nor 
will  a  court  listen  to  an  objection  made  to 
the  constitutionality  of  an  act  by  a  party 
whose  rights  it  does  not  affect,  and  who  has 
therefore  no  interest  in  defeating  it."  In 
Clark  V.  Kansas  City,  176  U.  S.  114,  44  L. 
ed.  392,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  284,  Mr.  Justice 
McKenna  cites  with  approval  the  foregoing 
language  of  Judge  Cooley,  and  adds:  "We 
concur  in  this  view,  and  it  would  be  difficult 
to  add  anything  to  its  expression."  State 
ex  rel.  Kellogg  v.  Currens,  111  Wis.  431,  56 
L.R.A.  252,  87  N.  W.  661.  "Statutes  are 
not  to  be  declared  unconstitutional  at  the 
suit  of  one  who  is  not  a  sufferer  from  their 
unconstitutional  provisions.  .  .  .  We 
cannot  set  aside  the  acts  of  the  legislature 
at  the  suit  of  one  who,  suffering  no  wrong 
himself,  merely  assumes  to  champidn  the 
wrongs  of  others."  In  Re  Wellington,  16 
Pick.  87,  26  Am.  Dec.  631,  the  court,  speak- 
ing by  Shaw,  Ch.  J.,  says:  "Where  an  act 
of  the  legislature  is  alleged  to  be  void,  on 
the  ground  that  it  exceeds  the  limits  of 
legislative  power,  and  thus  injuriously  af- 
fects private  rights,  it  is  to  be  deemed  void 
only  in  respect  to  those  particulars  and  as 
against  those  persons  whose  rights  are  thus 
affected."  The  following  authorities  fairly 
supports  plaintiff's  contention:  People  v. 
Brooklyn,  F.  &  C.  I.  R.  Co.  89  N.  Y.  76; 
Williamson  v.  Carlton,  51  Me.  449;  Pitts- 
burgh, C.  C.  tc  St.  L.  R.  Co.  V.  Montgomery, 
152  Ind.  1,  69  L.RA.  875,  71  Am.  St.  Rep. 
301,  49  N.  E.  ,682;  Currier  v.  Elliott,  141 
Ind.  395,  39  N.  E.  554;  Switzerland  v. 
Reeves,  148  Ind.  467,  46  N.  E.  996;  6  Am. 
A  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  1090;  Com.  v. 
Wright,, 79  Ky.  22,  42  Am.  Rep.  203;  Sulli- 
van V.  JSerry,  83  Ky.  198,  4  Am.  St.  Rep. 
147;  Jones  v.  Black,  48  Ala.  640;  State  ex 
rel.  Moore  v.  New  Orleans,  32  La.  Ann.  726 ; 
McKinney  y.  State,  3  Wyo.  721,  16  L.R.A. 
710,  30  Pac.  293;  Dejamett  v.  Haynes,  23 
Miss.  600;  Marshall  v.  Donovan,  10  Bush. 
681;  Small  v.  Hodgen,  1  Litt.  (Ky.)  16; 
26  L.RA.(NJS,) 


Henderson  v.  State,  137  Ind.  662,  24  L.RA. 
469,  36  N.  E.  257;  Embury  v.  Conner,  3  N. 
Y.  611,  53  Am.  Dec.  326;  Albany  County  v. 
Stanley,  106  U.  S.  305,  26  Li  ed.  1044.  In 
support  of  its  position  defendant  cites 
Greene  v.  State,  83  Neb.  84,  119  N.  W.  6. 
We  have  carefully  examined  the  citation, 
and  it  seems  to  us  to  be  clearly  distin- 
guishable from  the  case  now  before  us.  The 
validity  of  a  criminal  statute  was  there  in 
question,  that  by  its  express  terms  limited 
its  protective  features  exclusively  to  citizens 
or  residents  of  this  state.  The  act  was 
held  to  be  invalid  because  it  contravened 
§  15,  art.  3,  of  the  Constitution,  which  pro- 
hibits special  legislation,  and  §  1  of  the 
14th  Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, which  provides  that  no  state  shall  deny 
any  person  within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal 
protection  of  the  laws.  From  an  examina- 
tion of  that  case  it  is  obvious  if  the  defend- 
ant there  could  not  invoke  the  protection  of 
the  constitutional  inhibitions,  no  one  could 
do  so.  After  careful  examination,  and  in 
view  of  the  foregoing  authorities,  and  for 
the  reasons  stated  in  the  opinion,  we  find 
ourselves  precluded  from  passing  upon  the 
constitutional  points  raised  and  argued  by 
the  defendant. 

A  minor  feature  remains  for  us  to  con- 
sider. In  its  brief  for  rehearing  defendant 
maintains  it  is  entitled  to  a  remittitur  of 
$170  from  the  amount  allowed  to  plaintiff 
on  his  twenty-first  cause  of  action,  and  in 
support  of  its  contention  invokes  the  rule 
applied  by  us  in  our  former  opinion  to  plain- 
tiff's first  cause  of  action,  wherein  we  de- 
ducted $240' from  the  amount  allowed  by 
the  trial  court.  Plaintiff  sued  under  the 
act  in  question  for  twenty-five  separate  de- 
layed shipments,  and  recovered  judgment, 
as  damages  therefor,  in  the  total  sum  of 
$1,640.  In  reviewing  the  judgment  of  the 
lower  court  in  our  former  opinion  we  direct- 
ed, for  the  reasons  therein  stated,  and 
which  need  not  be  here  repeated,  that  un- 
less the  plaintiff  within  thirty  days  of 
the  filing  of  the  opinion  remitted  $240  as  of 
the  date  the  judgment  was  entered  in  the 
lower  court,  the  case  would  be  reversed,  and 
the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings, 
because  of  an  excessive  allowance  for  dam- 
ages growing  out  of  plaintiff's  first  cause  of 
action,  but  that,  if  such  remittitur  were 
filed,  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
would  be  affirmed.  A  remittitur  was  duly 
filed  in  the  manner  and  within  the  time 
pointed  out  in  the  opinion.  The  record  dis- 
clobes without  contradiction  the  twenty- 
first  cause  of  action  relates  to  a  shipment 
made  at  Burwell  on  Friday,  September  8, 
1905,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  which 
arrived  in  South  Omaha,  the  point  of  des- 
tination, on  the  following  Monday,  Septem- 
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ber  11th,  at  4:55  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Plaintiff  ^lieges  this  shipment  was  fifty- 
two  hours  and  eighteen  minutes  longer  in 
transit  than  the  time  contemplated  by  the 
statute  in  question,  and  that  the  amount 
of  the  recovery  to  which  he  is  entitled 
therefor  under  the  statute  as  liquidated 
damages  is  $520.  The  answer  alleges,  and 
the  proofs  show,  that  this  cattle  shipment 
arrived  at  Lincoln,  on  its  way  to  South 
Omaha,  at  9:20  in  the  forenoon  on  the  Sun- 
day following  the  date  of  shipment,  and 
was  held  there  until  11:40  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  same  day,  in  the  meantime  having 
been  unloaded  and  fed,  when  it  was  again 
loaded  and  reshipped  to  the  point  of  des- 
tination, arriving  there  on  Monday  at  4:55 
in  the  morning.  Tlie  proofs  show  the  cat- 
tle were  in  the  pens  and  f«ed  yards  of  the 
defendant  fourteen  hours  and  twenty  min- 
utes at  Lincoln,  thus  entitling  defendant, 
by  the  terms  of  the  act  in  question,  to  have 
deducted  from  the  time  allowed  to  plaintiff 
in  the  trial  court  the  fourteen  hours  and 
twenty  minutes  that  the  cattle  were  in 
the  Lincoln  feed  yards.  To  this  must  be 
added  an  additional  deduction  of  two  hours 
and  forty  minutes  in  favor  of  defendant, 
that  being  the  difference  in  the  time  alleged 
in  the  petition  and  the  time  as  actually 
shown  by  the  record,  in  addition  to  the 
time  consumed  in  feeding  at  Lincoln,  which 
should  be  deducted  from  the  delayed  time 
for  which  plaintiff  was  allowed  damages  in 
the  trial  court,  making  a  total  deduction  of 
seventeen  hours,  and  which,  under  the  stat- 
ute, amounts  to  $170,  and  for  which  amount 
defendant  is  entitled  to  an  additional  re- 
mittitur. 

Upon  careful  re-examination  of  the  ques- 
tions argued  upon  the  rehearing,  we  adhere 
to  our  former  opinion,  except  to  hold  that 
defendant  is  entitled  to  an  additional  re- 
mittitur of  $170  for  the  reasons  stated 
herein;  and,  unless  within  thirty  days  after 
the  filing  of  this  opinion  plaintiff  remits 
that  amount  from  the  judgment  obtained  in 
the  trial  court,  the  case  will  be  reversed  and 
remanded  for  further  proceedings,  but,  in 
the  event  of  the  filing  of  such  remittitur 
within  the  time  named,  the  motion  for  re- 
hearing will  be  overiuled  and  our  former 
opinion  sustained. 

Rose,  J.,  did  not  sit,  and  took  no  part  in 
this  decision. 

Barnes,  J.,  dissenting: 

I  am  constrained  to  dissent  from  the  con- 
clusion of  my  associates.  The  majority 
hold  that  the  petition  in  this  case  is  suffi- 
cient without  an  allegation  that  no  part  of 
the  time  employed  by  the  carrier  in  trans- 
porting plaintiff's  stock,  in  so  far  as  delay 
26  L.R.A.{N.S.) 


is  made  the  basis  of  recovery,  waa  "con- 
sumed in  picking  up  and  setting  out,  loading 
and  unloading  stock  at  stations."  I  am 
unable  to  concur  in  this  holding.  For  any- 
thing appearing  in  the  petition,  the  delay, 
for  which  the  plaintiff  recovered  at  the  rate 
of  $10  an  hour  for  each  car,  may  have  been 
caused  by  the  performance  of  the  carrier' :« 
lawful  and  imperative  duty  to  pick  up  and 
set  out  cars  of  stock.  The  time  thus  em- 
ployed by  the  carrier  cannot  be  made  a 
basis  of  recovery,  because  the  statute  says: 
"The  time  consumed  in  picking  ug  and  set- 
ting out,  loading  or  unloading  stock  at  sta- 
tions, shall  not  be  included  in  the  time  re- 
quired, as  provided  in  this  schedule."  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  strange  rule  of  plead- 
ing which  denies  a  carrier  the  benefit  of 
this  positive  command,  unless  it  is  pleaded 
as  a  defense.'  The  statute  forbids  a  recor- 
ery  for  the  time  consumed  by  the  carrier 
in  'the  performance  of  the  unavoidable  duty 
of  picking  up  and  setting  out  cars  at  sta- 
tions. In  allowing  shippers  of  live  stock  to 
recover  for  delays  without  regard  to  actual 
damages,  the  legislature  attempted  to  create 
an  arbitrary  remedy,  which  is  a  stranger  tu 
the  commdn  law,  and  which  has  few,  if 
any,  parallels  in  remedial  legislation.  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  right  of  recovery  should 
be  extended  by  judicial  construction  of  the 
statute.  One  invoking  its  provisions  should 
be  required  to  bring  his  case  exactly  within 
its  terms,  and  show  by  affirmative  allega- 
tions that  the  conditions  making  recovery- 
unlawful  do  not  exist.  The  courts  are  not 
respotasible  for  hardships  in  making  proof 
of  facts  essential  to  such  statutory  relief, 
and  have  no  right  to  impose  on  a  defendant 
the  burden  of  proving  nonexistent  condi- 
tions, simply  because  the  information  is 
within  its  knowledge,  where  the  legislature 
by  unambiguous  language  has  pointed  out  a 
different  course. 

One  reason  given  for  the  conclusion  of 
the  majority  is  that  the  conditions  or  ex- 
ceptions are  found  in  a  proviso,  and  hence 
should  be  pleaded  by  the  defendant,  when 
relied  on  as  a  defense.  I  think  a  careful 
reading  of  the  statute  will  show  the  fallacy 
of  this  reasoning.  The  material  part  of  the 
enactment  is  as  follows:  "It  is  hereby 
declared  and  made  the  duty  of  each  cor- 
poration, individual,  or  association  of  indi- 
viduals, operating  any  railroad  as  a  public 
carrier  of  freight  in  the  state  of  Nebraska, 
in  transporting  live  stock  from  one  point 
to  another  in  said  state  in  car-load  lots, 
in.  consideration  of  the  freight  charges  paid 
therefor,  to  run  their  train  conveying  the 
same  at  a  rate  of  speed  so  that  the  time 
consumed  in  said  journey  from  the  initial 
point  of  receiving  said  stock  to  the  point 
of  feeding  or  destination  shall  not  exceed 
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one  hour  for  each  18  miles  traveled,  includ- 
ing the  time  of  stops  at  stations  or  other 
points,  provided,  in  cases  where  the  initial 
point  is  not  a  division  station,  and  on  all 
branch  ^ines  not  exceeding  125  miles  in 
length,  the  rate  of  speed  shall  be  such  that 
not  more  than  one  hour  shall  be  consumed 
in  traversing  each  12  miles  of  the  distance, 
including  the  time  of  stops  at  stations  or 
other  points,  from  the  initial  point  to  the 
first  division  station  or  over  eaid  branches. 
The  time  consumed  in  picking  up  and  set- 
ting out,  loading  or  unloading  stock  at  sta- 
tions, shall  not  be  included  in  the  time 
required,  as  provided  in  this  schedule." 
Cobbey's  Anno.  Stat.  1907,  §  10,606. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  language  fol- 
lowing the  word  "provided"  down  to  the 
concluding  word  of  that  clause,  fixes  the 
minimum  rate  of  speed  on  all  branch  lines 
not  exceeding  125  miles  in  length,  and  the 
preceding  portion  fixes  the  minimum  rate 
of  speed  on  all  other  lines.  It  follows  that 
the  proviso,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  applies 
alone  to  the  rate  of  speed  on  branch  lines, 
and  has  no  application  whatever  to  that 
portion  of  the  substantive  and  declaratory 
part  of  the  act  which  applies  to  both  main 
line  and  branches,  and  which  reads:  "The 
time  consumed  in  picking  up  and  setting 
out,  loading  or  unloading  stock  at  stations, 
shall  not  be  included  in  the  time  required, 
as  provided  in  this  schedule."  When  a  car- 
rier is  sued  for  delay  in  transporting  stock 
on  a  branch  line  only,  where  the  minimum 
rate  of  speed  is  12  miles  an  hour,  is  the 
plaintiirs  measure  of  recovery  determined 
by  the  main-line  speed  of  18  miles  an  hour, 
unless  the  defendant  pleads  that  the  stock 
was  shipped  over  a  branch  line?  If  this 
question  cannot  be  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive, then  the  correct  rule  has  not  been 
announced  by  the  majority.  The  provision 
fixing  a  12-mile  rate  of  speed  on  branch 
lines  is  found  alone  in  the  so-called  proviso, 
and  precedes  the  clause  relating  to  time 
consumed  in  picking  up  and  setting  out 
stock  at  stations,  which  declares:  "The 
time  consumed  in  picking  up  and  setting 
out,  loading  or  unloading  stock  at  stations, 
shall  not  be  included'  in  the  time,  as  pro- 
vided in  this  schedule."  This  clause  is  a 
substantive  part  of  the  declaratory  provi- 
sions of  the  act,  and  applies  to  the  schedule 
of  both  main  and  branch  lines.  The  fact 
that  the  word  "proviso"  precedes  the  excep- 
tion relating  alone  to  the  rate  of  speed  on 
branch  lines  does  not  alter  the  situation, 
or  change  the  import  of  the  legislation. 
If  this  be  a  correct  conception  of  the  stat- 
ute, then  the  plaintiff's  case  is  within  the 
rule  announced  by  this  court  in  Ruth  v. 
Lowrey,  10  Neb.  202,  4  N.  W.  078,  which 
reads  as  follows:  "It  is  an  elementary 
20  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


principle  in  pleading  that,  where  a  statute 
upon  certain  conditions  confers  a  right  or 
gives  a  remedy  unknown  to  the  common 
law,  the  party  asserting  the  right  or  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  remedy  must,  in  his 
pleading,  bring  himself  or  his  cause  clearly 
within  the  statute.  Haskins  v.  Alcott,  1^ 
Ohio  St.  216."  It  seems  clear  to  me  that, 
in  allowing  the  plaintiff  to  recover  without 
pleading  that  no  part  of  the  whole  time 
employed  by  the  carrier  in  transporting  the 
plaintiff's  stock  "was  consumed  in  picking 
up  and  setting  out,  loading  or  unloading 
stock  at  stations,  the  majority  has  departed 
from  the  principle  announced  in  Hale  v. 
Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  36  Neb.  266,  54  N.  W. 
517. 

Again,  the  majority  of  the  court  has  de- 
clined to  pass  upon  the  question  of  the 
constitutionality  of  the  act  on  which  the 
plaintifTs  right  to  recover  depends,  for  the 
alleged  reason  that  the  defendant  is  not 
injured  thereby.  I  am  unable  to  under- 
stand the  logic  of  this  declaration.  Solely 
by  reason  of  the  provisions  of  the  statute 
in  question,  and  without  other  cause,  the 
decision  of  the  majority  requires  the  defend- 
ant to  pay  to  the  plaintiff  a  sum  of  money 
amounting  to  about  $1,500  as  so-called 
liquidated  damages,  although  plaintiff  has 
not  shown  that  he  has  suffered  any  actual 
damages  whatever  by  any  act  of  the  de- 
fendant, negligent  or  otherwise.  The  effect 
of  this  decision  is  to  take  from  the  defend- 
ant that  much  of  its  property  and  transfer 
it  to  the  pocket  of  the  plaintiff,  without 
any  legal  or  equitable  right  other  than  the 
command  of  the  statute  complained  of. 
To  say  that  the  defendant  is  not  injured 
by  the  enforcement  of  the  act,  and  therefore 
cannot  question  its  constitutionality,  aeems 
absurd.  Such  a  declaration  should  not  find 
sanction  in  any  judgment  of  this  court. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  a  rehearing  should  be  allowed ;  that  our 
former  decisions  should  be  overruled,  and 
the  judgment  of  the  district  court  should 
be  reversed. 

Faivcctt,  J.,  concurs. 


OKLAHOMA    CRIMINAIi    COURT    OF 
APPEALS. 

W.  T.  CAPLES,  Appt., 

V. 

STATE  OF  OKLAHOMA. 

(—  Okla.  Crim.  Rep.  — ,  104  Pac.  493.) 

Information  —  name  of  state  —suffi- 
ciency —  courts  —  prcce<lents  — 
weight. 

1.   (a)  The  omission  of  the  word  "the" 

Headnotes  by  Fubman,  P.  J. 
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before  the  words,  "State  of  Oklahoma,"  in 
the  caption  of  an  information,  is  not  fatal 
to  the  information. 

(b)  It  is  not  necessary  that  an  informa- 
tion should  contain  the  words,  "in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  state  of  Okla- 
homa." It  is  sufficient  if  it  appears  from 
the  record  of  a  case  that  the  prosecution 
was  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  state.  But  this  court  sug- 
gests that,  as  a  matter  of  good  pleading,  it 
would  be  well  for  indictments  and  informa- 
tions to  begin  with  these  words. 

(c)  This  court  will  give  full  considera- 
tion to  all  authorities  which  are  founded 
upon,  and  supported  by,  living  principles, 
but  it  will  not  recognize  or  follow  any  prec- 
edents which  have  outlived  their  useful- 
ness; when  the  reason  of  a  rule  of  law 
ceases,  this  court  will  not  enforce  such  rule. 
Same  —  preliminary  examination  ^  ne- 
cessity of  alleKingr.  ■ 

2.  (a)  It  is  not  necessary  for  an  informa- 
tion charging  a  felony  to  allege  that  the 
4]efendant  has  had  a  preliminary  examina- 
tion before  an  officer  authorized  by  law  to 


hear  the  same,  and  has  been  bound  orer  to 
await  final  trial  thereon,  or  has  waived  such 
examination.    If  these  things  have  not  been 
done,  the  defendant  can  present  this  ques- 
tion to  the  court  by  plea  in  fibatement. 
Appeal   —  witness   —   Impeactament  — 
harmless  error  —  homicide  —  motive 
—  evidence  — .  admissibility^ 
3.   (a)   If  a  witness  has  been  improperly 
impeached,   it   is   not   ground   for    reversal 
when  his  testimony  does  not  present   any 
issue  material  to  the  case.     Such  improper 
impeachment  would  constitute  harmless  er- 
ror. 

(b)  It  is  improper  to  ask  a  witness,  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  impeachment,  whether  he 
had  married  a  woman  with  whom  he  had 
committed  adultery,  or  if  he  had  been  in- 
dicted, arrested,  or  imprisoned,  prior  to  con- 
viction, for  any  offense  whatever. 

(c)  When  a  defendant,  upon  trial  for  as- 
sault with  intent  to  kill,  takes  the  witness 
stand,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  mitigating 
the  offense,  is  permitted  to  testify  that  be 
made  the  assault  while  smarting  under  a 
sense  of  wounded  honor,  on  account  of  an 
insult  offered  to  his  wife,  it  is  proper  for 


Note.  —  Jieceasity  that  indictment  or 
information  show  on  its  face  that 
proaeeution  i«  carried  on  in  the  name 
and  J>!f  the  authority  of  the  state. 

Cases  dealing  with  the  necessity  that  the 
indictment  or  information  conclude  with  the 
words,  "against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
state,"  are  omitted,  since  these  words,  if 
they  have  any  force,  serve  to  define  the  of- 
fense and  to  name  the  injured  party,  rather 
than  to  state  the  authority  by  which  the  of- 
'  fenses  are  prosecuted. 

In  the  absence  of  statutory  or  constitu- 
tional provisions  on  the  subject,  a  formal 
statement  in  the  indictment  or  information 
Itself,  that  the  prosecution  has  been  brought 
and  4s  being  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  state,  is  not  necessary, 
if  this  fact  appears  elsewhere  in  the  record. 
Holt  v.  State,  47  Ark.  109.  1  S.  W.  01. 

Nor,  by  the  weight  of  authority,  need 
such  statement  appear  in  the  indictment  or 
information,  if  the  fact  appears  elsewhere 
from  the  record,  although  by  statute  or  Con- 
stitution all  prosecutions  are  required  to  be 
carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  state;  since  the  requirement  is  that 
prosecutions  be  in  fact  carried  on  in  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  state, 
and  not  that  the  indictment  or  information 
should  so  state.  State  ex.  rel.  Atty.  Gen. 
V.  Gleason,  12  Fla.  247  {aemhle,  but  attor- 
ney general  given  leave  to  amend  informa- 
tion instanter  to  correct  defect,  if  any)  ; 
Savage  v.  State,  18  Fla.  948;  Crutz  v.  State, 
4  Ind.  387;  Wrocklepe  v.  State,  1  Iowa,  170; 
Baurose  v.  State,  1  Iowa,  374,  379;  Allen  v. 
Com.  2  Bibb,  210;  State  v.  Russell,  2  La. 
Ann.  605;  State  v.  Johnson,  Walk.  (Miss.) 
392;  Greeson  v.  State,  5  How.  (Miss.)  36; 
Arie  v.  State,  1  Okla.  Crim.  Rep.  666,  100 
Pac.  33;  Grapg  v.  State  (Okla.  Crim.  Rep.) 
106  Pac.  350:  State  v.  Thompson,  4  S.  D. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


99,  65  N.  W.  726;  Drummond  v.  Republic, 
2  Tex.  156;  State  v.  Delue,  2  Pinney 
(Wis.)  207.  Contra:  Whitesides  v.  People, 
Breese  (III.)  4;  SUte  v.  Cutter,  65  Mo.  503; 
SUte  v.  Hazledahl,  2  N.  D.  521,  16  LJLA. 
150,  52  N.  W.  315. 

For,  as  was  said  by  the  court  in  Greeson 
V.  State,  6  How  (Miss.)  37,  supra:  "The 
only  object  which  our  Constitution  had  in 
requiring  that  all  prosecutions  should  be  in 
the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  state 
was  to  exclude  any  other  or  foreign  power 
from  the  exercise  of  this  authority;  and  to 
assert  the  sovereignty  and  supremacy  of  the 
state  as  paramount." 

But  where  a  statutory  or  constitutional 
provision  requires  that  the  body  of  the  in- 
dictment or  information  itself  state  that  the 
prosecution  is  brought  in  the  Dime  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  state,  an  omission  so 
to  state  on  the  face  of  the  indictment  is  fa- 
tal. Saine  v.  State,  14  Tex.  App.  144;  Brown 
v.  State,  46  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  572,  81  S.  W. 
718;  Jefferson  v.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  633, 
7  S.  W.  244   {dictum). 

And,  accordingly,  where  the  provision  is 
that  the  indictment  must  begin,  "In  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  state  of 
Texas,"  the  omission  of  the  words  "of  Tex- 
as" has  been  held  fatal.  Saine  v.  State,  su- 
pra. 

So,  also,  the  omission  of  the  word  "by"  be- 
fore the  word  "authority"  has  been  held 
fatal.     Brown    v.    State,    supra. 

But  the  fact  that  the  requirement  is  that 
indictments  and  informations  must  so  be- 
gin does  not  imply  that  mere  criminal  com- 
plaints must  contain  these  words.  Jeff- 
erson v.  State,  supra. 

When  the  enabling  act  permitting  the 
creation  of  the  state  of  Oklahoma  trans- 
ferred all  cases  pending  in  all  courts  of  orig- 
inal jurisdiction  in  Oklahoma  territory  and 
in  Indian  territory  to  similar  courts  of  orig- 
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the  state  to  prove  the  relations  existing  be- 
tween the  defendant  and  his  wife,  and  that 
the  defendant  had  exposed  his  wife  to  such 
insults,  in  order  that  the  jury  may  under- 
stand the  true  motive  of  the  defendant  in 
making  such  assault.     For  evidence  which 
was  properly  admitted  for  this  purpose,  see 
facts  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Criminal  law  —  trial  —  time  of  begin- 
ning —  venue  —  cliange  —  application 
—  time  for  —  courts  —  attorneys  — 
duties. 

4.  (a)  While  jeopardy  does  not  begin  un- 
til after  the  jury  have  been  selected  and 
sworn,  yet,  for  all  other  purposes,  the  trial 
begins  when  the  jury  are  called  into  the 
box  for  examination  as  to  their  qualifica- 
tions. 

(b)  An  application  for  a  change  of  venue 
comes  too  late  when,  presented  without  rea- 
sonable notice  to  the  county  attorney,  and 
after  the  jury  have  been  called  into  the  box 
for  examination. 

(c)  When  an  application  for  a  change  of 
venue  has  been  prepared,  signed,  and  veri- 
fied for  over  thirty  days,  and  this  fact  is 
concealed  from  the  county  attorney  and  the 


trial  court,  and  the  counsel  for  the  defend- 
'ant  obtains  repeated  postponements  of  the 
trial,  during  this  time,  under  conditions 
which  caused  the  trial  court  and  county  at- 
torney to  believe  that  the  case  would  be 
tried  at  the  date  of  the  postponement,  and 
then,  when  the  case  is  finally  called  for 
trial,  and  a  motion  for  a  continuance  has 
been  overruled,  and  a  jury  has  been  called 
into  the  box  for  examination,  and  the  trial 
is  thus  begun,  the  application  is  presented 
without  previous  notice  to  the  county  at- 
torney, such  proceedings  will  not  be  ap- 
proved by  this  court. 

(d)  The  court  should  treat  all  persons 
having  business  therein  with  absolute  fair- 
ness, and  such  persons,  and  especially  at- 
torneys, must  treat  the  court  in  the  same 
manner. 

(e)  The  proper  administration  of  justice 
requires  the  lawyers  should  be  fair  and  hon- 
orable with  opposing  counsel,  the  court, 
and  with  their  clients.  Any  deviation  from 
this  rule  will  be  condemned  by  this  court, 
and  should  not  be  tolerated  by  trial  courts. 

(f )  It  is  an  act  of  justice  to  say  that  the 
attorneys  who  appeared  for  the  defendant 


inal  jurisdiction  in  the  state,  it  was  unnec- 
essary for  indictments  or  informations 
transferred  from  territorial  courts  to  simi- 
lar state  courts  to  show  upon  their  faces 
that  they  were  prosecuted  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  state  of  Oklahoma. 
Reeves  v.  Territory  (Okla.  Crim.  Rep.)  101 
Pac.  1039. 

Although  a  statute  requires  that  an  in- 
dictment should  charge  a  defendant  "in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Georgia," 
yet  an  exception  for  failure  so  to  charge 
can  only  be  taken  before  trial,  since  the  ob- 
jection is  merely  to  the  form  of  the  indict- 
ment, and  is  too  late  when  made  on  motion 
in  arrest  of  judgment.  Home  v.  State,  37 
Ga.  80,  92  Am.  Dec  49. 

Sufficiency  of  showing  of  name  in  which 
and  authority  by  which  prosecution  car- 
ried on. 

It  was  said  in  Srummond  v.  Republic,  2 
Tex.  168,  that  "no  prescribed  form  of  words 
is  necessary  in  order  that  the  prosecution 
be  'carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  Republic  of  Texas.'  It  is 
enough  that  the  prosecution  is  conducted  by 
the  proper  law  officer,  acting  under  the  au- 
thority, and  conducting  the  prosecution  in 
the  name,  of  the  government.'' 

The  words  in  a  written  accusation,  "The 
state  of  Georgia  charges,"  are  a  sufficient 
compliance  with  a  statutory  requirement 
that  such  accusations  shall  "be  in  the  name 
of  the  state  of  Georgia."  Dickson  v.  State, 
62  Ga.  683. 

An  accusation  which  alleges  that  the 
prosecutor,  "in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
citizens  of  Georgia,"  charges  and  accuses  the 
defendant,  is  sufficient,  and  is  not  demurra- 
ble on  the  ground  that  it  should  have  stat- 
ed that  "tlie  state  of  Georgia"  charges  and 
20  IiJl.A.(N.S.) 


accuses  the  defendant,  or  that  it  does  not 
appear  for  what  citizens  the  prosecutor  act- 
ed. Mitehell  v.  State,  120  Ga.  84,  54  S.  E. 
931. 

An  indictment  commencing,  "State  of 
Louisiana,  parish  of,"  ete.,  which  recites 
that  "the  grand  jurors  for  the  state  of 
Louisiana,  etc.,  acting  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  state,"  etc.,  sufficiently 
complies  with  a  constitutional  provision  re- 
quiring all  prosecutions  to  be  carried  on  in 
the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  state. 
State  V.  Seaborne,  8  Rob.  (La.)  518. 

A  constitutional  provision  that  "all  prose- 
cutions shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  state  of  Louisiana" 
is  sufficiently  complied  witb  when  the  in- 
dictment proper  commences  as  follows:  "In 
the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  state 
of  Louisiana,"  etc.,  although  the  indictment 
proper  was  preceded  by  the  words  "State  of 
Louisiana."  State  v.  Valsin,  47  La.  Ann.  115, 
10  So.  708. 

A  constitutional  provision  that  all  writs 
and  process  shall  rim,  and  all  prosecutions 
shall  be  conducted,  in  the  name  of  the  "state 
of  Missouri,"  is  sufficiently  complied  with  in 
an  indictment  commencing:  "Statf  of  Mis- 
souri, county  of  Hickory.    The  grand  jurors 

for  the  state  of ,  impaneled,  charged, 

and  sworn,"  ete.  State  v.  England,  10  Mo. 
386. 

Although  a  Constitution  declares  that  "all 
writs  and  process  shall  run,  and  all  prose- 
cutions shall  be  conducted,  in  the  name  of 
the  state  of  Missouri,"  an  indictment  using 
the  words  "state  of  Mo.,"  is  not  thereby  in- 
validated, when  a  statute  allows  the  use  of 
such  contractions  as  are  in  common  use. 
State  v.  Foster,  61  Mo.  549. 

An  information  entitled  as  the  "State  of 
Washington  v.  "  the  defendants,  naming 
them,  sufficiently  shows  that  the  prosecu- 
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in  this  court  had  no  connection  with  tlie 
case  in  the  trial  court,  and  are  in  no  man'' 
ner  reBponsible  for  what  was  done  by  tlie 
connscl  who  then  represented  the  defend- 
ant. 

(October  18,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Carter  County 
convicting  him  of  assault  with  intent  to  Icill. 
Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Furman,  P.  J. ; 

The  defendant  was  convicted  in  the  dis- 
trict court  of  Carter  county  of  the  offense 
of  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  and  his  pun- 
ishment was  assessed  at  confinement  in  the 
penitentiary  for  the  period  of  five  years. 
The  facts  of  the  case  are  sufficiently  stated 
in  the  opinion.  The  court  instructed  the 
jury  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury; 

(1)   The  court  instructs  you  that  in  this 


case  the  defendant.  Will  Caples,  now  on  tritl 
before  you,  is  being  prosecuted  by  the  state 
of  Oklahoma,  upon  an  information  duly  and 
legally  presented  in  this  court,  charging  him, 
on  or  about  the  24th  day  of  April,  190S,  at 
and  within  the  county  of  Carter  and  state 
of  Oklahoma,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  court,  with  having  committed  the  crime 
of  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  in  manner 
and  form  as  follows,  to  wit:  The  said  Will 
Caples  did  then  and  there  unlawfully,  inten- 
tionally, wrongfully,  and  feloniously  shoot 
at  one  Elmer  Finley  with  a  certain  firearm, 
to  wit,  a  pistol,  with  intent  then  and  there 
and  thereby  to  kill  him,  the  said  Elmer  Fin- 
ley,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statutes  in 
such  case  made  and  provided,  etc. 

(2)  The  court  instructs  you  that,  for  a 
more  definite  and  accurate  description  of  the 
crime  charged  against  the  defendant,  you 
are  referred  to  the  indictment,  which  you 
will  take  with  you  in  your  retirement. 

(3)  You  are  instructed  that  the  statute 
under  which  the  defendant  is  being  prnse- 


tion  is  in  the  name  of  the  state  of  Washing- 
ton. State  V,  Devine,  6  Wash.  587,  34  Pac. 
154. 

An  indictment  entitled  "State  of  North 
Dakota  v.  A.  B.,"  purporting  on  its  face  to 
be  presented  by  "the  grand  jury  of  the  state 
of  North  Dakota  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Griggs,"  sufficiently  shows  that  the  prosecu- 
tion is  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  state  of  North  Dakota,  as 
required  by  the  Constitution.  State  v. 
Kerr,  3  N.  D.  525,  58  N.  W.  27.  To  the 
like  effect,  see  State  v.  Bednar  (N.  D.)  121 
N.  W.  614. 

But  it  has  been  held  that  an  indictment 
purporting  on  its  face  to  be  found  by  "the 
grand  jurors  of  the  county  of  Wayne,  in 
the  state  of  Missouri,"  does  not  sufficiently 
show  that  the  prosecution  is  being  conduct- 
ed in  the  name  of  the  state  of  Missouri, 
State  V.  Cutter,  05  Mo.  503. 

Where  a  Constitution  provided  that  "the 
style  of  all  processes  shall  be.  The  State  of 
South  Carolina,"  that  aii  processes  shall 
be  carried  on  in  the  name  and  oy  the  au- 
thority of  the  state  of  Carolina,  and  conclude 
"against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  same," 
an  indictment  commencing  with  "South 
Carolina,"  and  not  "the  state  of  South  Caro- 
lina," and  concluding  "against  the  peace  and 
dignity  of  said  state,"  is  sufficient.  State  v. 
Anthony,  1  M'Cord,  L.  285. 

An  indictment  entitled  in  the  name  of  the 
"State  of  South  Dakota,"  as  plaintifT,  and 
reciting  that  it  was  found  by  the  grand  ju- 
rors of  such  state  for  a  certain  county,  and 
signed  by  the  state's  attorney  for  such  coun- 
ty, sufficiently  shows  that  tlie  prosecution 
was  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  state.  State  v.  Tnompson,  4 
S.  D.  99,  55  N.  W.  725. 

Although  a  constitutional  provision  re- 
quired prosecutions  to  be  conducted  in  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  "the  state  of 
26  LJlJk.(N.S.) 


Iowa,"  the  omission  of  the  article  "the"  be- 
fore the  word  "state"  in  any  of  the  proceed- 
ings is  not  harmful.  Harriman  v.  State,  2 
G.  Greene,  270. 

Although  a  statute  requires  all  indict- 
ments to  commence,  "In  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  state  of  Texas,"  the 
omission  of  the  word  "the"  before  the  word 
"authority"  is  not  fatal,  when  the  corre- 
sponding constitutional  provision  omits  the 
word  "the."  Weaver  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.)  76  S.  W.  564;  Brown  v.  State  (Tm. 
Crim.  Rep.)  77  S.  W.  12.  Nor  is  the  in- 
sertion of  the  word  "the"  fatal.  Spencer 
V.  State,  48  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  580,  90  S.  W. 
638;  Monroe  v.  State,  66  Tex.  Crim.  Rep. 
444,  120  S.  W.  479. 

The  fact  that  an  indictment  was  drawn  on 
paper  manufactured  at  a  particular  esUb- 
lisfinient,  and  having  thereon  a  business  card 
of  the  proprietors,  is  not  an  infraction  of 
the  rule  that  indictments  shall  commence, 
"In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
state."  Winn  v.  State,  5  Tex.  App.  621; 
West  r.  State,  6  Tex.  App.  492;  Owens  v. 
State,  25  Tex.  App.  552,  8  S.  W.  658. 

The  election  of  the  district  attorney  to 
rely  on  the  second  count  of  an  indictment, 
or  the  dismissal  or  entry  of  a  nolle  to  the 
first  count,  does  not  invalidate  the  indict- 
ment, although  the  style  of  the  first  count 
only  contains  the  allegation  that  the  prose- 
cution is  brought  in  the  name  of  and  by  the 
commonwealth,  since  the  style  of  the  indict- 
ment is  deemed  to  be  repeated  before  each 
count.  Greenwood  v.  Com.  11  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
220,  11  8.  W.  811;  Davis  v.  State,  19  Ohio 
St.  274;  West  v.  State,  27  Tex.  App.  472, 
11  S.  W.  482;  Manovitch  v.  State,  50  Tex. 
Crim.  Rep.  260,  96  S.  W.  1.  (See  also  dic- 
tum to  similar  effect  in  Starling  v.  State.  90 
Miss.  255,  43  So.  952,  13  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
776.) 
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«uted  is  as  follows:  "Every  person  who  in- 
tentionally and  wrongfully  shoots,  shoots 
at,  or  attempts  to  shoot  at,  another,  with 
any  kind  of  firearm,  air  gun,  or  other  means 
whatever,  with  intent  to  Icill  any  person, 
or  who  commits  any  assault  and  battery 
upon  another  by  means  of  any  deadly  weaj)- 
on,  or  by  such  other  means  or  force  as  is 
likely  to  produce  death,  or  resisting  the  ex- 
ecution of  any  legal  process,  is  punishable 
by  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  years." 

(4)  To  the  information  read  to  you,  the 
defendant  has  entered  his  plea  of  not  guilty, 
and  you  are  instructed  that  under  the  law 
the  defendant  is  presumed  to  be  innocent  of 
the  olTense  charged  against  him,  and  of 
«very  ingredient  thereof,  until  such  pre- 
sumption is  overcome  by  competent  evidence 
to  your  satisfaction  beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt,  and  you  are  instructed  in  this  con- 
nection that  it  devolves  upon  the  state  to 
prove  to  your  satisfaction  beyond  a  reason- 
able doubt  every  material  allegation  of  the 
information  charging  the  oflTense  against  the 
defendant. 

(5)  The  jury  are  the  sole  judges  of  the 
facts  proven,  and  of  the  credibility  of  the 
witnesses,  and  each  of  them,  and  of  the 
weight  and  value  to  be  given  to  their  testi- 
mony, and  this  rule  and  instruction  applies 
to  each  and  every  witness  who  has  testi- 
fied in  this  case.  In  determining  what 
credit  you  will  give  to  a  witness,  and  the 
weight  and  value  you  will  attach  to  his  tes- 
timony, you  will  take  into  consideration  the 
conduct  and  appearance  of  the  witnesses  on 
the  stand,  the  interest  of  the  witness,  if  any, 
in  the  trial  or  the  result  thereof,  the  motives 
of  the  witness  in  testifying,-  the  witness's 
relation  to,  or  feeling  for  or  against,  the 
defendant,  and  give  the  testimony  of  each 
witness  such  weight  and  value  as  you  may 
deem  right  and  proper. 

(6)  You  are  instructed  that  an  assault 
in  any  wilful  or  unlawful  attempt  or  offer, 
with  force  or  violence,  to  do  a  corporal  hurt 
to  another. 

(7)  You  are  instructed  that  homicide,  or 
attempt  to  commit  a  homicide,  is  justifiable 
when  committed  by  any  person  when  re- 
sisting any  attempt  to  murder  such  person 
or  commit  any  felony  upon  him.  Second, 
when  committed  in  the  lawful  defense  of 
such  person,  when  there  is  a  reasonable 
ground  .to  apprehend  a  design  to  commit  a 
felony  against  such  person,  or  to  do  him 
some  personal  injury,  and  there  is  imminent 
danger  of  such  design  being  accomplished. 

(8)  Therefore,  in  this  case,  if  you  believe 
from  the  evidence  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt 
that  the  defendant,  W.  T.  Caples,  did,  on  or 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


about  the  time  alleged  in  the  information, 
in  the  county  of  Carter  and  state  of  Okla- 
homa, intention&Uy  and  wrongfully,  with  a 
pistol  in  his  hand  and  held,  shoot  at  Elmer 
Finley  with  said  pistol,  with  intent  to  kill 
the  said  Elmer  Finley,  as  alleged  in  said  in- 
formation,— then,  under  such  circumstances, 
you  are  instructed  that  it  is  your  duty  to 
find  the  defendant  guilty,  as  charged  in  the 
information. 

(9)  You  are  instructed  that,  although 
you  may  believe  from  the  evidence  that  the 
defendant's  wife  communicated  to  him  the 
fact  that  the  witness,  Elmer  Finley,  had 
made  overtures  to  her  to  have  carnal  inter- 
course with  her,  in  the  manner  testified  to 
in  the  evidence  before  you,  and  you  further 
believe  that  this  was  the  reason  that 
prompted  the  shooting  at  the  said  Elmer 
Finley  by  the  defendant,  if  you  find  that  he 
did  so  shoot  at  him,  then  you  are  instructed 
that  such  communication  referred  to  did  not 
excuse  or  justify  the  defendant  in  shooting 
at  the  said  Finley,  as  alleged  in  the  informa- 
tion, and  if  you  find  that  such  communica- 
tions were  the  reason  for  such  shooting, 
then  you  are  instructed  to  find  the  defend- 
ant guilty. 

(10)  You  are  instructed  that,  in  the  event 
you  find  the  defendant  guilty  as  herein 
charged,  you  may  assess  his  punishment  by 
imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for  any 
time  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

(11)  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  the  law  of 
the  case  of  your  guidance  is  foimd  in  these 
instructions,  and  by  which  you  will  be  gov- 
erned; but  as  to  the  facts,  you  are  the  sole 
judges  of  them,  and  of  their  weight  and  val- 
ue; and,  without  prejudice  upon  the  one 
hand  or  sympathy  upon  the  other,  let  your 
verdict  be  found.        S.  H.  Russell,  Judge. 

The  case  is  regularly  before  us  on  appeal. 

Messrs.  Prnitt  &  Sniggs  and  E.  6.  Sfc- 
Adanis  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  Charles  West,  Attorney  General, 
and  Charles  li.  Moore  for  appellee. 

Fnrman,  F.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

First.  In  this  case  we  have  been  favored 
by  able  and  exhaustive  oral  arguments  and 
briefs,  both  by  the  defendant  and  the  state. 
The  following  assignments  of  error  are  re- 
lied upon  to  secure  a  reversal  of  the  con- 
viction. First,  in  their  brief  counsel  for 
the  defendant  say:  "The  first  assignment  of 
error  relied  upon  by  plaintiff  in  error  is 
that  the  court  did  not  have  jurisdiction  to 
hear  and  determine  this  cause,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  information  filed  in  this 
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cause,  for  the  reason  that  the  information 
is  styled.  State  of  Oklahoma,  Plaintiff,  v. 
W.  T.  Caples,  Defendant,  which  is  and  was 
contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  state 
of  Oklahoma,  in  this,  to  wit:  That  said  in- 
formation should  have  been  styled.  The  State 
of  Oklahoma,  Plaintiff,  v.  W.  T.  Caples,  De- 
fendant; and  further  that  said  court  did 
not  have  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine 
said  cause,  for  the  reason  that  said  informa- 
tion is  fatally  defective,  and  contrary  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  state  of  Oklahoma,  in 
this,  to  wit:  That  said  prosecution  was  not 
carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  state  of  Oklahoma,  as  provided  by  the 
Constitution  of  said  state.  Section  19,  art. 
7,  of  the  Constitution  of  Oklahoma  is  as 
follows:  'Tlie  style  of  all  writs  and  proc- 
esses shall  be:  "The  State  of  Oklahoma." 
All  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  "in  the 
.  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  state  of 
Oklahoma."  All  indictments,  informations, 
and  complaints  shall  conclude:  "Against  the 
peace  and  dignity  of  the  state." '  It  will  be 
noted  from  this  information  that  the  word 
'the'  is  left  out  before  the  word  'state'  in 
the  style  of  the  cause.  Second.  That  it  no- 
where appears  from  the  information  that 
the  prosecution  is  carried  on  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  state  of  Okla- 
homa, as  provided  by  the  Constitution  of 
this  state.  Plaintiff  in  error  contends  that 
this  is  a  fatal  error  in  the  information,  and 
that  the  court  was  without  jurisdiction  to 
proceed  with  the  trial  of  the  cause." 

The  information  in  this  case  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  the  District  Court,  in  and  for  Carter 

County,  Oklahoma. 

State  of  Oklahoma,  Plaintiff, 

V. 

Will  Caples,  Defendant 

Information. 

Comes  now  James  H.  Mathers,  the  duly 
qualified  and  acting  county  attorney  in  and 
for  Carter  county  and  state  of  Oklahoma, 
and  on  his  official  oath  gives  the  district 
court  in  and  for  said  Carter  county  and 
state  of  Oklahoma  to  know  and  be  informed 
that  the  above  did,  in  Carter  county  and  in 
the  state  of  Oklahoma,  on  the  24th  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  a.  d.  1908, 
commit  the  crime  of  assault  with  intent  to 
kill,  in  manner  and  form  as  follows:  The 
said  Will  Caples  did  then  and  there  un- 
lawfully, intentionally,  wrongfully,  and 
feloniously  shoot  at  one  Elmer  Finley  with 
a  certain  firearm,  to  wit,  a  pistol,  with  in- 
tent then  and  there  and  thereby  to  kill 
him,  the  said  Blmer  Finley,  contrary  to  the 
form  of  the  statutes  in  such  cases  made  and 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


provided,  and  against  the  peace  and  dit^ity 
of  the  state  of  Oklahoma. 
James  H.  Mathers, 
County  Attorney,  Carter  County. 
State    of    Oklah<»na   ^ 
Carter  County  ] 

Elmer  Finley,  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath 
declares  that  the  statements  set  forth  in  the 
above  information  are  true. 

Elmer  Finley. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this 
the  24th  day  of  April,  1908. 

C.  T.  Vernon,  District  Clerk. 

The  first  contention  of  counsel  for  the 
defendant  is  that  "it  .will  be  noted  from  this 
information  that  the  word  'the'  is  left  out 
before  the  word  'state'  in  the  style  of  the 
case,"  and  that  this  constitutes  a  fatal  de- 
fect in  the  information.  We  cannot  agree 
with  this  position  for  two  reasons,  viz.: 
First,  the  caption  of  the  cause  is  placed  on 
the  information  for  convenience,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  ready  identification,  and  con- 
stitutes no  part  of  the  information  itself. 
It  is  surplusage,  pure  and  simple,  and 
neither  adds  to  or  takes  from  the  charge; 
second,  if  it  were  a  necessary  part  of  the 
information,  we  could  not  agree  with  coun- 
sel for  the  defendant.  Write  two  sentences, 
— one,  "The  state  of  Oklahoma,"  and  the 
other,  "State  of  Oklahoma," — and  submit 
them  to  the  educated  and  the  uneducated 
alike,  and  the  answer  would  be  the  same 
from 'both  sources:  That  they  each  have  sub- 
stantially the  same  meaning.  We  are  re- 
quired by  our  statute  to  construe  the  laws 
of  Oklahoma  liberally,  to  promote  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  enacted,  and  in 
furtherance  of  justice.  We  heartily  indorse 
this  wise  provision  of  law,  and  propose  to 
carry  it  out  in  spirit  and  in  letter.  This  \i 
in  harmony  with  the  divine  law  which  de- 
clares, "For  the  letter  killeth,  but  the  spirit 
giveth  life."  2  Cor.  iii.  G.  Even  without 
this  statute,  we  would  hesitate  long  before 
we  would  apply  any  narrow  technical  rule 
of  construction  to  the  Constitution.  Con- 
stitutional provisions  should  always  receive 
a  broader  and  more  liberal  construction 
than  statutes.  The  rule  of  construction  of 
a  statute  is  the  intention  of  the  legislature. 
In  construing  constitutional  provisions 
the  supreme  question  is.  What  did  the  peo- 
ple whose  votes  adopted  and  placed  the  Con- 
stitution in  force  intend?  Therefore  a  com- 
mon-sense, rather  than  a  technical,  construc- 
tion should  be  placed  upon  the  language 
used  in  a  Constitution. 

Mr.  Cooley,  in  his  work  on  Conatitntional 
Limitations  (pages  89,  101)  says:  "The  ob- 
ject of  construction,  as  applied  to  a  written 
Constitution,  is  to  give  effect  to  the  intent 
of  the  people  in  adopting  it.    .    .    .    When 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1000. 


CAPLES  T.  STATE. 


]03» 


the  inquiry  is  directed  to  ascertaining  the 
mischief  designed  to  be  remedied,  or  the 
purpose  sought  to  be  accomplished,  by  a 
particular  provision,  it  may  be  proper  to 
examine  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
which  framed  the  instrument.  Where  the 
proceedings  clearly  point  out  the  purpose  of 
the  proTision,  the  aid  will  be  valuable  and 
satisfactory;  but  where  the  question  is  one 
of  abstract  meaning,  it  will  be  difficult  to 
derive  from  this  source  much  reliable  assist- 
ance in  interpretation.  Every  member  of 
such  a  convention  acts  upon  such  motives 
and  reasons  as  influence  him  personally, 
and  the  motions  and  debates  do  not  neces- 
sarily indicate  the  purpose  of  a  majority  of 
a  convention  in  adopting  a  particular 
clause.  It  is  quite  possible  for  a  clause  to 
appear  so  clear  and  unambiguous  to  tlie 
members  of  a  convention  as  to  require 
neither  discussion  nor  illustration,  and  the 
few  remarks  made  concerning  it  in  the  con- 
vention might  have  a  plain  tendency  to  lead 
directly  away  from  the  meaning  in  the 
minds  of  the  majority.  It  is  equally  possi- 
ble for  a  part  of  the  members  to  accept  a 
clause  in  one  sense  and  a  part  in  another. 
And  even  if  we  were  certain  we  had  at- 
tained to  the  meaning  of  the  convention,  it 
is  by  no  means  to  be  allowed  a  controlling 
force,  especially  if  that  meaning  appears  not 
to  be  the  one  which  the  words  would  most 
naturally  and  obviously  convey.  For,  as  the 
Constitution  does  not  derive  its  force  from 
the  convention  which  framed,  but  from  the 
people  who  ratified,  it,  the  intent  to  be  ar- 
rived at  is  that  of  the  people,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed  that  they  have  looked  for 
any  dark  or  abstruse  meaning  in  the  words 
employed,  but  rather  that  they  have  accept- 
ed them  in  the  sense  most  obvious  to  the 
common  understanding,  and  ratified  the  in- 
strument in  the  belief  that  that  was  the 
sense  designed  to  be  conveyed.  Tliese  pro- 
ceedings, therefore,  are  less  conclusive  of 
the  proper  construction  of  the  instrument 
than  are  legislative  proceedings  of  the  prop- 
er construction  of  a  statute,  since  in  the 
latter  case  it  is  the  intent  of  the  legislature 
we  seek,  while  in  the  former  we  are  endeav- 
oring to  arrive  at  the  intent  of  the  people 
through  the  discussions  and  deliberations  of 
their  representatives.  The  history  of  the 
calling  of  the  convention,  the  causes  which 
led  to  it,  and  the  discussions  and  issues  be- 
fore the  people  at  the  time  of  the  election  of 
the  delegates,  Will  sometimes  be  quite  as  in- 
structive and  satisfactory  as  anything  to  be 
gathered  from  the  proceedings  ef  the  con- 
vention." 

The  second  objection  to  the  information 
is  "that  it  nowhere  appears  from  the  in- 
formation that  the  prosecution  is  carried 
on  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
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state  of  Oklahoma."  In  some  states  this  i» 
required,  but  it  would  be  an  act  of  pure  as- 
sumption of  legislative  power  on  the  part 
of  this  ccrurt,  to  establish  such  a  rule  in  thiS' 
state.  Section  192,  Bunn's  Okl.  Const.,  is 
as  follows:  "The  style  of  all  writs  and  pro- 
cesses shall  be  'The  State  of  Oklahoma.'  All 
prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  state  of  Okla- 
homa. All  indictments,  informations,  and 
complaints  shall  conclude,  'against  the  peace 
and  dignity  of  the  state.' "  An  information 
is  not  a  writ  of  process;  it  is  an  accusation 
upon  which  writs  and  processes  issue.  In 
volume  8,  p.  7530,  of  Words  &  Phrases  Ju- 
dicially Defined,  we  find  the  following: 
"Writs  and  processes  of  the  courts  may  b© 
divided  into  two  classes:  First,  those  which 
point  out  specifically  the  property  or  thing 
to  be  seized;  second,  those  in  which  the  of- 
ficer is  directed  to  levy  the  process  upon 
property  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the  liti- 
gation, sufficient  to  satisfy  the  demand 
against  him,  without  describing  any  specific 
property  to  be  thus  taken."  This  is  sup- 
ported by  a  great  array  of  authorities.  So 
this  clause  of  the  Constitution  clearly  does 
not  require  an  information  to  begin  with 
"The  State  of  Oklahoma."  It  is  true  that 
the  Constitution  requires  that  "all  prosecu- 
tions shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  state  of  Oklahoma," 
but  it  is  nowhere  required  that  this  allega- 
tion shall  appear  in  the  information  or  in- 
dictment. This  question  was  before  this 
court  in  the  caBe  of  Arie  v.  State,  1  Okla. 
Crim.  Rep.  666,  100  Fac.  33,  and  we  there 
held  that,  if  it  appears  from  the  record  that 
the  prosecution  was  actually  conducted  in 
the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  state, 
the  object  and  purpose  of  the  Constitution 
is  accomplished,  even  though  no  such  alle- 
gation appeared  in  the  information  or  in- 
dictment. Suppose  that  this  allegation  was 
in  the  information,  and  the  record  disclosed 
the  fact  that  the  prosecution  was  conducted 
by  private  parties  without  authoiity  front 
the  state,  would  the  allegation  of  the  in- 
formation give  the  court  jurisdiction  T  We 
do  not  profess  to  be  infallible,  but  to  our 
minds  it  is  clear  that  the  purpose  of  this 
provision  in  the  Constitution  is  to  protect 
the  people  of  this  state  from  private  prose- 
cutions which  might  degenerate  into  perse- 
cutions, and  from  prosecutions  from  any 
other  foreign  power  save  that  of  the  state. 
And  when  the  record  clearly  shows  that  the 
purpose  of  the  Constitution  has  been  ac- 
complished, this  court  will  hold  that  is 
enough.  The  supreme  purpose  of  this  court 
is  to  give  the  people  of  this  state  a  just  and 
harmonious  system  of  criminal  jurispru- 
dence, founded  on  justice  and  supported  by 
reason,  freed  from  the  mysticism  of  arbi- 
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trary  technicalities,  and  this  standard  will 
control  our  decisions, — it  matters  not  what 
or  how  many  other  appellate  courts  may 
have  decided  to  the  contrary.  But  we  are 
pleased  to  know  that  we  are  not  without 
support  of  respectable  authority  in  our 
views  upon  this  question. 

In  State  v.  Russell,  2  La.  Ann.  605,  the 
supreme  court  of  Louisiana  said:  "The  de- 
fendant, Edward  Russell,  was  convicted  of 
manslaughter  upon  an  indictment  charging 
him  with  murder,  and  he  moved  for  an  ar- 
rest of  judgment  on  two  grounds:  1st.  That 
the  indictment  does  not  aver,  with  suflficient 
certainty,  that  the  deceased  died  of  the 
mortal  blows  charged  to  have  been  given 
by  the  accused;  2dly,  that  the  indictment 
does  not  purport  in  its  margin,  or  in  the 
body,  to  be  carried  on  'in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  state  of  Louisiana,' 
and  does  not  conclude  'against  the  peace 
and  dignity  of  the  same.'  This  motion  was 
overruled  and  sentence  pronounced,  and  the 
accused  has  appealed.  .  .  .  The  second 
ground  we  deem  to  be  equally  untenable. 
The  expressions  which  it  is  contended  should 
be  used  in  the  indictment  occur  in  the  Con- 
stitutions of  several  states  of  the  Union,  and 
the  point  now  presented  has  been  so  fre- 
quently decided  in  those  states  that  it  can 
scarcely  be  considered  an  open  question.  It 
has  been  repeatedly  held  to  be  a  sufficient 
compliance  with  the  constitutional  requisi- 
tion that  the  prosecution  should  appear  to 
he  conducted  in  the  name  of  the  state,  and 
that  a  formal  averment  that  it  was  found 
by  the  authority  of  the  state  was  not  essen- 
tial to  the  validity  of  the  indictment.  Gree- 
son  v.  State,  5  How.  (Miss.)  30:  State  v. 
Johnson,  Walk.  (Miss.)  392;  Allen  v.  Com. 
2  Bibb,  210;  State  v.  Anthony,  1  M'Cord,  L. 
285.  In  the  case  of  State  v.  Seaborne,  8 
Rob.  (La.)  518,  decided  by  the  late  court 
of  errors  and  appeals  in  criminal  cases, 
these  words  were  neither  directly  nor  im- 
pliedly held  to  be  essential  to  the  validity  of 
an  indictment.  Tlie  language  of  the  instru- 
ment was  merely  quoted,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  it  contained  the  expressions 
which  the  defendant  intended  were  required 
by  the  Constitution,  and  consequently  that 
the  objection  urged  was  without  foundation ; 
but  there  was  no  intimation  of  an  opinion 
that  their  absence  would  have  been  fatal." 

In  State  v.  Kerr,  3  N.  D.  525,  58  N.  W. 
27,  the  court  said:  "It  is  first  urged  by 
plaintiff  in  error  that  it  does  not  appear 
from  the  indictment  that  the  prosecution  is 
carried  on  'in  the  name  and  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  state  of  North  Dakota,'  as  re- 
quired by  §  97  of  the  state  Constitution. 
.  .  .  the  indictment  is  presented  by  'the 
grand  jury  of  the  state  of  North  Dakota  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Griggs.'  It  thus  ap- 
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pears,  indirectly  but  certainly,  that  the 
prosecution  was  carried  on  in  the  name  and 
by  authority  of  the  state.  That  is  all  that 
the  constitutional  proviaions  require.  It  is 
not  necessary  that  such  facts  should  be 
specifically  recited.  See  State  v.  Thompson, 
4  S.  D.  95,  55  N.  W.  725,  where,  under  the 
same  constitutional  provision,  an  indictment 
identical  with  the  one  in  this  case,  on  the 
point  in  question,  was  sustained." 

In  State  v.  Thompson,  4  S.  D.  99,  55  K. 
W.  725,  the  supreme  court  said :  "It  will  be 
observed  that  the  indictment  is  entitled 
'State  of  South  Dakota  v.  Nathaniel  R. 
Thompson ;'  that  it  was  found  and  presented 
to  the  court  by  a  grand  jury  of  said  county, 
under  the  sanction  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  state's  attorney.  It  would  seem  there- 
fore to  be  a  prosecution  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  state,  and  that  the  in- 
dictment in  form  purports  to  be  a  prosecu- 
tion in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  state.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Con- 
stitution, while  providing  that  the  prose- 
cution shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name  and 
by  authority  of  the  state,  does  not  provide 
that  it  shall  be  stated  in  the  indictmeut  that 
it  is  carried  on  6y  authority  of  the  state. 
If,  therefore,  the  prosecution  is  in  the  name 
of  the  state,  and  carried  on  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  proper  officer  of  the  state,  name- 
ly, the  state's  attorney,  we  are  of  the  opin- 
ion the  constitutional  provision  is  complied 
with,  and  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  the 
indictment  shall  state  that  it  is  found  and 
presented  by  the  authority  of  the  state." 

In  Allen  v.  Com.  2  Bibb,  210,  the  supreme 
court  said:  "The  first  objection  is  predicated 
upon  the  constitutional  requisition  'that  all 
prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Kentucky.'  The  indictment  is  in  the 
usual  form  in  the  name  of  the  common- 
wealth and  concludes  against  its  peace  and 
dignity,  but  does  not  express  to  be  found 
by  the  authority  of  the  commonwealth. 
Such  an  expression  is,  however,  wholly  un- 
necessary. At  common  law  prior  to  the 
Revolution,  prosecutions  were  carried  on  in 
the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  King, 
in  his  political  capacity;  but  the  forms  of 
indictment  show  that  it  was  unnpcesssry 
to  be  expressed  to  be  found  by  liis  authori- 
ty. When  we  threw  off  the  regal  govern- 
ment, and  adopted  the  Republican  form,  it 
became  necessary  to  provide  that  prosecu- 
tions should  be  carried  on  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  commonwealth;  but, 
as  under  the  regal,  so  under  our  present, 
form  of  government,  it  is  equally  unneces- 
sary that  an  indictment  should  expressly 
aver  by  what  authority  it  is  found  and  car- 
ried on.  This  indictment  was,  as  all  other 
indictments  must  be,  carried  on  by  the  au- 
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thority  of  the  commonwealtli  of  Kentucky,  j 
and  not  by  the  authority  of  any  other  pow- 
er; and  that  is  alone  what  the  Constitution 
requires." 

In  Wrocklege  t.  State,  1  Iowa,  170,  the 
supreme  court  aaid:  "The  first  question 
that  is  raised  by  the  demurrer  is  whether 
this  prosecution  is  conducted  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  state  of  Iowa, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  The 
style  of  the  indictment  is  as  follows: 

The  State  of  Iowa,  ) 
Muscatine  County. ) 
In  the  District  Court  for  Said  County.    May 

Term,  a.  d.  1854. 

The  grand  jurors  of  the  state  of  Iowa, 
within  and  for  the  body  of  the  county  of 
Muscatine,  duly  elected,  impaneled,  charged, 
and  sworn  to  inquire  within  and  for  the 
body  of  said  county,  in  behalf  of  said  state 
of  Iowa,  on  their  said  oaths,  present,  etc. 

The  Constitution,  article  6,  §  6,  provides 
that  'the  style  of  all  process  shall  be,  "the 
state  of  Iowa,"  and  all  prosecutions  shall 
be  conducted  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same.'  It  is  contended  that, 
instead  of  'in  behalf  of  said  state,'  a  pre- 
sentment should  be  expressed  in  the  indict- 
ment to  be  'in  the  name  and  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  state  of  Iowa.'  While  we  think 
the  latter  the  more  appropriate  style,  we  are 
not  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  the  only 
phrase  that  may  be  used,  or  that  it  is  es- 
sential to  the  validity  of  the  indictment. 
The  phrase  placed  under  quotation  in  this 
section  of  the  Constitution,  to  wit,  'the 
state  of  Iowa,'  constitutes  the  technical, 
authoritative  name  of  the  state.  See  Harri- 
man  v.  State,  2  G.  Greene,  270.  It  is  in  this 
name  that  all  prosecutions  must  be  con- 
ducted, and  it  is  by  the  authority  of  the 
same  that  they  must  be  conducted.  But  we 
4o  not  understand  the  Constitution  by  this 
to  mean  that  it  must  be  expressed  in  each 
proceeding,  in  the  conduct  of  a  prosecution, 
-that  it  is  made  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  state  of  Iowa." 

In  State  v.  Delue,  2  Finney  (Wis.)  207, 
-the  court  said:  "It  is  insisted  that,  inas- 
much as  the  Constitution  of  this  state  re- 
'quires  (art.  7,  S  17)  that  'all  criminal 
prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  State,'  that  this 
indictment  is  defective  in  not  alleging  af- 
-firmatively  that  it  is  so  prosecuted.  We  do 
not  think  that  it  was  designed  by  this  pro- 
Tision  to  require,  either  in  the  caption  or 
in  the  body  of  the  indictment,  an  affirmative 
allegation'  in  the  language  of  the  Constitu- 
-tion,  although  such,  perhaps,  might  be  a 
more  formal  and  appropriate  practice.  It  is 
doubtful,  however,  whether  this  provision 
«f  the  Constitution  is  applicable  to  indict- 
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ments  which  are  but  the  presentments  of 
grand  juries,  embodying  in  legal  form  the 
result  of  their  inquiries  for  the  information 
of  the  court.  They  are  the  basis  upon  which 
process  issues  against  the  offender,  and 
which  process  may  be  considered  as  the  first 
step  in  the  prosecution  specified  in  the  Con- 
stitution. This  process  very  properly  issues 
in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
state.  But  the  indictment,  being  but  a  pre- 
liminary proceeding,  leading  to,  rather  than 
constituting,  the  prosecution,  need  not  bear 
on  its  face  the  evidence  of  having  been  found 
by  a  grand  jury  acting  expressly  in  the 
name  of  the  state.  It  is  sufficient,  in  respect 
to  the  point  objected  to,  if  the  venue  be  laid 
in  some  county  within  the  state,  and  it  be 
substantially  set  forth  therein  that  the 
grand  jurors  are  good  and  lawful  men,  duly 
impaneled,  charged,  and  sworn  to  inquire  in 
and  for  the  body  of  such  county." 

In  Savage  v.  State,  18  Fla.  048,  the  su- 
preme court  said:  "The  Constitution  says 
all  prosecutions  shall  be  conducted  in  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  state. 
It  is  not  required  that  the  indictment  on 
its  face  shall  say  in  words  that  it  is  'prose- 
cuted in  the  name  and  by  the  authority'  of 
the  state.  It  merely  directs  that  the  state 
in  its  name  and  by  its  authority  shall  prose- 
cute, and  that  no  other  name  or  any  other 
authority  shall  control  the  prosecution.  It 
is  sufficient  that  the  court  shall  recognize 
the  state  and  its  authority,  and  no  other 
party  or  authority,  in  such  prosecutions, 
and  that  the  proceedings  are  so  conducted, 
and  the  record  show  it.  The  cases  cited  by 
counsel  for  plaintiff  in  error  (Harriman  v. 
State,  supra,  and  Lovell  v.  State,  46  Ind. 
650,  551)  sustain  this  view.  In  the  case 
of  the  State  ex  rel.  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Oleason, 
12  Fla.  247,  253,  the  court  did  not  deem  it 
very  material  that  the  information,  should 
upon  its  face  express  the  words  of  the  Con- 
stitution, but  directed  it  to  be  so  amended 
out  of  caution;  the  information  being 
deemed  the  process  in  quo  warranto  pro- 
ceedings. The  indictment  in  form  purports 
to  be  a  prosecution  in  the  name  of  the 
state,  and  the  attorney  for  the  state  prose- 
cutes for  the  state.  The  court  recognized  no 
other  authority  than  that  of  the  state,  and 
this  is  sufficient.  The  plea  tendered  'to  the 
jurisdiction'  was  therefore  properly  oiver- 
ruled,  and  the  motion  to  withdraw  the  plea 
of  not  guilty  for  the  purpose  of  filing  such 
plea  was  well  refused.  In  fact  the  plea 
proposed  was  not  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction." 

In  Holt  V.  State,  47  Ark.  197,  1  S.  W.  61, 
the  court  said:  "The  oommencement  of  the 
indictment  is  as  follows:  'The  grand  jury 
of  Washington  county  accuse  Charley  Wash- 
ington, John  Washington,  and  Sam  Holt 
of  the  crime  of  an  assault  with  a  deadly 
G6 
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weapon,  eonunitted  as  follows.'  Appellant 
inaiats  that  this  commencement  is  insuffi- 
cient, and  the  indictment  is  fatally  defect- 
ive, because  it  is  not  stated  in  the  com- 
mencement that  the  grand  jury  accused  the 
defendants  therein  named  of  the  crime 
charged,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  state  of  Arkansas.  This  is  not  re- 
quired or  necessary.  There  is  no  particular 
form  of  indictment  prescribed  by  the  stat- 
utes of  this  state  which  is  required  to  be 
strictly  followed." 

In  Greeson  t.  State,  6  How  (Miss.)  36, 
the  court  said :  "The  first  assignment  of  er- 
ror was  not  seriously  insisted  upon  in  the 
argument,  and  it  will  be  sufficient  to  observe 
that  the  question  which  it  presents  has  been 
decided  by  the  supreme  court  of  this  state 
in  the  case  of  State  v.  Johnson,  Walk. 
(Miss.)  395.  That  court  held  that  it  was 
sufficient  if  it  appeared  in  the  record  that 
the  prosecution  was  in  the  name  of  the 
state,  and  that  a  formal  statement  of  the 
fact  that  the  indictment  was  found  by  its 
authority  was  not  necessary.  The  only  ob- 
ject which  our  CJonstitution  had  in  requir- 
ing that  all  prosecutions  should  be  in  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  state  was 
to  exclude  any  other  or  foreign  power  from 
the  exercise  of  this  authority,  and  to  assert 
the  sovereignty  and  supremacy  of  the  state 
as  paramount." 

In  Crutz  v.  State,  4  Ind.  387,  the  oourt 
said:  "It  is  contended  that  the  judgment 
should  hare  been  arrested  for  this  reason, 
viz.,  the  indictment  does  not  charge  that  it 
was  found  in  the  name  and  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  state.  This  is  a  mistake.  'A  for- 
mal statement  that  an  indictment  was  found 
by  the  authority  of  the  state  is  not  neces- 
sary, if  it  appear  from  the  record  that  the 
prosecution  was  in  the  name  of  the  state.' 
Wharton,  Crim.  Law,  101.  The  record  be- 
fore us  shows  that  the  state  is  a  party,  and 
that  the  prosecution  was  carried  on  in  her 
name  and  by  her  authority.  This,  we  think, 
sufficiently  meets  the  requirements  of  the 
Constitution,  without  any  specific  all^ation 
in  the  indictment  to  that  effect.  1  Rev. 
Stat.  1862,  p.  61." 

We  might  continue  to  cite  other  cases  to 
show  that  our  views  are  supported  by  au- 
thority, but  deem  these  sufficient.  We  know 
that  there  are  respectable  authorities  hold- 
ing to  the  contrary,  but  this  court  will  not 
follow  any  precedents  unless  we  know  and 
approve  the  reason  upon  which  they  are 
based, — it  matters  not  how  numerous  they 
may  be,  or  how  eminent  the  court  by  which 
they  are  promulgated.  It  is  our  duty  to 
construe  the  laws  of  Oklahoma  regardless 
of  the  law  in  other  states.  Now  that  our 
criminal  jurisprudence  is  in  its  formation 
period,  we  are  determined  to  do  all  in.  our 
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power  to  place  it  upon  the  broad  and  sure 
foundation  of  reason  and  justice,  so  that  the 
innocent  may  find  it  to  be  a  refuge  of  de- 
fense and  protection,  and  that  the  guilty 
may  be  convicted,  and  taught  that  it  is  an 
exceedingly  serious  and  dangerous  thing  to 
violate  the  laws  of  this  state,  whether  they 
be  rich  and  influential  or  poor  and  friend- 
less. They  all  stand  alike  and  upon  an 
equality  before  this  court.  If  we  place  our 
criminal  jurisprudence  upon  a  technical  ba- 
sis, it  would  become  the  luxury  of  the  rich, 
who  can  always  hire  able  and  skilled  law- 
yers to  invoke  technicalities  in  their  behalf; 
but  what  would  become  of  the  poor  and 
friendless,  who  cannot  secure  these  services? 
It  is  the  poor  and  the  friendless  who  cannot 
secure  these  services,  and  who  need  the 
strong  arm  of  the  law  for  their  defense. 
By  placing  our  system  of  criminal  juris- 
prudence upon  the  basis  of  reason,  justice 
becomes  the  right  of  the  poor  as  well  as  the 
rich.  We  will  give  full  consideration  to  all 
authorities  which  are  supported  by  living 
principles,  and  will  follow  them  when  in 
harmony  with  our  laws  and  the  conditions 
existing  in  CHclahoma.  But  we  must  con- 
fess to  want  of  respect  for  precedents  which 
were  found  in  the  rubbish  of  Noah's  ark, 
and  which  have  outlived  their  usefulness,  if 
they  ever  had  any.  When  the  reason  for  a 
rule  of  law  ceases,  the  rule,  should  cease 
also.  If  this  he  revolution,  then  we  are  and 
will  continue  to  be  revolutionary.  The  in- 
formation in  this  case  is  free  from  the  ob- 
jections urged  against  it,  and  we  approve 
the  action  of  the  trial  court  in  overruling 
the  objections  thereto. 

Second.  In  the  brief  in  this  case  counsel 
for  the  defendant  says:  "The  second  as- 
signment of  error  is  that  the  lower  court 
did  not  have  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  de- 
termine said  cause,  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  the  information  failed  to  allege  and 
set  out  that  the  plaintiff  in  error,  or  the 
defendant  below,  had  had  a  preliminary  ex- 
amination before  an  officer  authorized  bv  law 
to  hear  the  same,  or  that  he  had  waived  said 
preliminary  hearing  upon  said  charge  as  al- 
leged in  said  information."  This  qupstioD 
has  been  passed  upon  by  this  court  in  the 
case  of  Canard  v.  State  (Okla.  Crim.  Rep.) 
103  Pac.  738  (advance  sheets  of  September 
20,  1909).  Speaking  for  the  court.  Judge 
Owen  said:  "As  to  the  second  question, 
§  26,  Bunn's  Constitution  of  Oklahoma,  is 
as  follows:  'No  person  shall  be  prosecuted 
criminally  in  courts  of  record  for  felony  or 
misdemeanor  otherwise  than  by  presentment 
or  indictment  or  by  information.  'No  person 
shall  be  prosecuted  for  a  felony  by  inform*/- 
tion  without  having  had  a  preliminary  ez> 
amination  before  an  examining  magistrate^ 
or  having  waived  such  preliminary  exuniatp 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1009. 


CAFLES  T.  STATE. 


1043 


tion.*  Counael  for  defendants  urge  with 
much  force  that  the  trial  court  acquires  no 
jurisdiction  of  a  felony  charge  prosecuted  by 
information,  unless  tiie  defendant  has  had 
a  preliminary  examining  trial,  or  has 
yraived  the  same,  and  that  the  infoimatioB 
must  allege  one  or  the  other.  We  agree 
with  counsel  that  there  must  be  an  examina- 
tion or  a  waiver,  but  do  not  agree  with 
their  contention  that  it  is  necessary  to  {dead 
this  examination  or  waiver  in  order  to  give 
the  court  jurisdiction.  We  understand  the 
rules  governing  prosecutions  by  information 
to  be  identical  with  those  governing  prosecu- 
tions by  indictment.  When  the  information 
is  filed  in  court  by  the  prosecuting  attorney, 
the  presumption  of  law  is  that  it  is  legally 
done;  that  the  examination  of  the  defend- 
ant has  been  had  ar  waived,  and  consequent- 
ly the  court  has  jurisdiction  the  same  as 
when  an  indictment  has  been  returned  by 
a  grand  jury  in  open  court.  When  an  in- 
dictment is  presented  by  a  grand  jury  in 
open  court,  the  presumption  is  that  it  is 
legally  presented,  that  the  jurors  were 
properly  summoned,  legally  qualified,  and 
competent,  and  that  the  required  number, 
at  least,  concurred  in  the  finding.  These 
facts,  though  essential  to  the  lawful  finding 
and  presentment,  are  not  necessary  to  be 
set  forth  in  the  indictment.  Washburn  v. 
People,  10  Mich.  372.  Whether  an  examina- 
tion has  or  has  not  been  had  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  pleading,  but  a  question  of  fact,  to 
be  raised  by  the  defendant  or  not  at  his 
option,  which  fact  is  always  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  defendant.  If  he  claims 
that  this  right  or  privilege  has  been  denied 
to  him,  and  will  insist  on  his  right  to  it, 
he  can  and  should  do  so  when  he  is  ar- 
raigned on  the  information.  The  fact  that 
a  prisoner  has  not  been  given  an  examina- 
tion before  an  examining  magistrate  before 
the  filing  of  an  information  against  him  is 
a  matter  that  may  Im  properly  pleaded  in 
abatement,  or  by  motion  to  quash,  which  is 
in  the  nature  of  a  plea  in  abatement,  found- 
ed on  affidavits  or  such  other  proofs  as  the 
court  may  permit.  If  it  were  necessary  to 
allege  a  preliminary  hearing,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  prove  it.  Would  this  not  work 
prejudice  to  the  defendantT  Would  not 
proof  that  the  examining  magistrate  bad 
believed  the  defendant  guilty  on  examining 
trial  influence  the  jury  against  himt  Would 
it  not  put  upon  the  defendant  an  additional 
burden,  to  permit  the  prosecuting  attorney 
to  argue  as  a  circumstance  against  defend- 
ant's guilt,  that  the  examining  magistrate 
who  held  the  examination  immediately  after 
the  oommission  of  the  alleged  crime  believed 
the  defendant  guilty  t"  The  doctrine  an- 
nounced in  this  case  represents  our  mature 
Tiews,  and  is  here  reaffirmed. 
26  L.ILA.(N.S.) 


Third.  In  the  brief  in  this  case  counsel 
for  the  defendant  next  say:  "The  fifth  and 
sixth  assignments  of  error  have  practically 
been  settled  by  this  court."  These  assign- 
ments of  error  are  as  follows:  "Fifth.  The 
court  erred  in  permitting  the  state  to  prove 
that  Mrs.  Thompson  had  been  fined  in  the 
city  court  for  conducting  a  house  of  ill  fame. 
Sixth.  The  court  erred  in  requiring  the  de- 
fendant to  testify  as  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  married  his  wife,  and  by 
requiring  the  defendant  to  testify  that  he 
was  under  prosecution  at  the  time  be  mar- 
ried his  wife."  The  record  sustains  the 
facts  stated  in  these  two  assignments  of  er- 
ror. It  is  also  true  in  Price  v.  State,  1  Okla. 
Crim.  Rep.  368,  98  Pac.  447.  This  court 
there  said:  "It  is  error  on  cross-examina- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  affecting  the  credi- 
bility of  a  witness,  to  ask  as  to  whom  he 
married,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  he 
had  married  a  woman  with  whom  he  had 
committed  adultery."  We  are  still  of  the 
same  opinion.  It  is  also  true  that  in  Slater 
V.  United  States,  1  Okla.  Crim.  Rep.  275, 
98  Pac  110,  this  court  did  say:  "For  the 
purpose  of  affecting  the  credibility  of  a  wit- 
ness, he  may  be  asked  on  cross-examination, 
if  he  has  been  convicted  of  a  felony  or  of 
any  crime  which  involves  a  want  of  moral 
character;  but  it  is  improper  to  ask  such 
witness  if  he  has  been  indicted,  arrested,  or 
imprisoned,  before  conviction,  for  any  of- 
fense whatever."  For  the  reasons  given,  and 
upon  the  authorities  quoted  in  the  Slater 
Case,  we  have  no  sort  of  doubt  as  to  the 
justice  of  this  rule.  If  the  evidence  com- 
plained of  in  this  case  had  been  admitted 
for  the  purpose  of  affecting  the  credibility 
of  the  defendant  as  a  witness,  and  if  it 
would  have  had  this  effect,  and  have  there- 
by deprived  this  defendant  of  any  substan- 
tial right,  we  would  reverse  this  conviction. 
When  this  court  has  decided  a  question,  we 
will  see  that  the  decision  so  rendered  is  re- 
spected and  followed  by  all  of  the  trial 
courts  in  the  state.  Otherwise  it  would  be 
idle  and  worse  than  useless  to  have  an  ap- 
pellate court.  But  the  question  arises  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  rulings  of  the  trial 
court  complained  of  are  contrary  to  the 
previous  decisions  of  this  courtT  A  decision 
must  be  construed  in  the  light  of  the  facts 
of  the  particular  case  in  which  it  is  ren- 
dered. A  principle  of  law  may  be  applicable 
to  a  given  state  of  facts,  and  not  applicable 
to  another  and  different  state  of  facts.  Evi- 
dence may  be  clearly  inadmissible  for  one 
purpose,  and  the  same  evidence  may  be 
entirely  proper  for  another  purpose.  This 
must  be  determined  in  the  light  of  reason 
as  applied  to  the  facts  of  each  individual 
case  before  the  court.    There  are  two  reasons 
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why  the  evidence  complained  of  should  not 
work  a  reversal  in  this  case: 

First,  even  if  improperly  admitted,  it  was 
harmless  error  in  view  of  the  testimony  in 
the  case.  It  is  an  undisputed  fact,  shown  hy 
the  record,  that  the  defendant  fired  at  the 
prosecuting  witness,  at  a  time  whrn  the  per- 
son so  assaulted  was  not  aware  of  the  pres- 
ence of  the  defendant,  and  was  not  hy  the 
least  act  or  word  manifesting  any  int^tion 
of  assaulting  or  otherwise  injuring  the  de- 
fendant. The  defendant  heard  this  testi- 
mony, and  did  not  contradict  a  word  of  it. 

On  the  contrary,  he  confirmed  it  all  as 
follows : 

Q.  When  you  shot  at  him  the  first  time, 
he  was  pouring  water  out  of  a  pitcher, 
wasn't  heT 

A.  No,  sir;  he  had  poured  the  pitcher  of 
water  out,  and  had  the  bowl  in  his  band, 
and  dropped  the  bowl  in  the  front  room  and 
broke  it. 

Q.  You  followed  him  upT 

A.  I  went  through  this  other  room. 

Q.  And  you  never  said  a  word  to  him 
when  you  shot  the  first  time? 

A.  I  never  did  say  a  word  to  him  at  any 
time. 

Q.  Did  h«  say  anything  to  you? 

A.  Not  a  thing  in  the  world. 

Q.  Never  said  a  word!  When  you  went 
out,  when  he  run  out  of  there,  you  fired 
again,  did  yout 

A.  No. 

Q.  Didn't  your  pistol  snapT 

A.  When  he  went  in  the  roomt 

Q.  Did  your  pistol  snapt 

A.  Snapped,  yes.  It  didn't  go  off,  wouldn't 
work. 

Q.  That  was  when  you  shot  out  of  the 
front  door? 

A.  I  was  in  the  other  room  when  he  ran 
out  of  the  door.  I  didn't  see  him  go  out 
of  the  door. 

Q.  You  saw  him  after  he  got  out  of  the 
door? 

A.  I  saw  him  after  he  got  out  of  the 
door.    I  was  coming  ba£k  to  this  room. 

Q.  As  soon  as  you  saw  him  running,  you 
followed  him  out? 

A.  I  shot  right  from  there. 

Q.  Aim  at  him? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Shot  to  kill,  didn't  yout 

A.  Yes ;  that  is  what  I  shot  for;  thai  ia 
what  I  aimed  to  do. 

Under  this  testimony  the  defendant  made 
the  case  against  him;  he  was  guilty  on  his 
own  evidence.  He  testified  to  no  fact  upon 
which  he  could  base  a  defense,  or  could  have 
been  legally  acquitted.  Even  if  he  was  im- 
properly impeached,  it  did  not  deprive  him  I 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


of  any  substantial  right  growing  out  of  hit 
testimony.  The  error,  if  any,  was  therefore 
harmless. 

Second.  The  defendant  has  been  permitted 
to  testify  that  the  reason  why  he  asgaulted 
and  attempted  to  kill  Fin  ley,  the  prosecut- 
ing witness,  was  because,  on  the  night  be- 
fore the  assault,  the  said  Finley  insulted 
the  wife  of  the  defendant  by  offering  her 
money  to  have  sexual  intercourse  with  him, 
and  that  defendant's  wife  conveyed  this  in- 
formation to  him.  This  evidence  was  ad- 
mitted in  behalf  of  the  defendant,  that  it 
might  be  considered  by  the  jury  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mitigating  his  punishment,  if  the 
defendant  was  found  guilty.  It  was  com- 
petent for  the  state  to  sh6w  the  true  re- 
lations existing  between  the  defendant  and 
his  wife,  in  order  that  they  might  determine 
as  to  whether  such  an  insult,  if  really  of- 
fered, did  in  truth  constitute  mitigation.  It 
was  doubtless  upon  this  ground  that  the 
evidence  complained  of  was  admitted.  In 
addition  to  the  evidence  complained  of,  it 
was  further  proven,  and  was  undisputed, 
that  the  defendant  was  being  prosecuted  for 
statutory  rape  upon  his  wife  at  the  time  lie 
married  her,  and  that,  at  the  time  of  tliia 
offense,  the  defendant  and  his  wife  were 
rooming  at  the  house  of  a  Mrs.  Thompson, 
in  Ardmore,  the  same  being  a  house  of  ill 
repute,  and  that  the  said  Mrs.  Thompson 
and  one  Sallie  Hawkins,  an  inmate  of  the 
house,  and  other  inmates,  had  been  fined  in 
the  police  court  of  Ardmore  for  conducting 
a  public  place  of  prostitution;  that. the  wife 
of  the  defendant  invited  Finley  to  Sallie 
Hawkins's  room,  upstairs,  at  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son's place;  that  while  in  this  room  the 
wife  of  defendant  sat  in  the  lap  of  Finley, 
and  kissed  him  in  the  presence  of  Sallie 
Hawkins  and  a  hack  driver  named  Moore- 
house,  and  then  went  with  Finley  into  an- 
other room,  and  that,  when  the  wife  of  the 
defendant  parted  from  Finley,  she  gave  no 
evidence  of  offended  dignity  or  displeasure. 
Further  statem'ent  on  this  point  is  unneces- 
sary. These  facts  were  not  disputed  by  any 
witness. 

When  a  man  marries  a  woman  to  escipe 
prosecution  for  her  defilement,  and  takes  his 
wife  into  an  immoral  resort,  and  absents 
himself  from  her,  and  leaves  her  to  come  in 
personal  contact  with  the  lecherous  liber- 
tines who  congregate  at  such  places,  he  has 
no  one  but  himself  to  blame  if  she  is  im- 
properly approached.  When,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  defendant  claims  that 
such  an  insult  constitutes  mitigation  for 
attempting  to  kill  the  party  making  it,  it 
is  clearly  the  right  of  the  jury  to  know  the 
defendant's  action  in  exposing  his  irift 
thereto,  as  well  as  all  other  facts  which 
would  shed  any  light  upon  the  transartion, 
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in  order  that  they  may  understand  the  true 
motives  of  the  defendant  in  making  the  as- 
sault, and  determine  as  to  whether  or  not 
it  constituted  mitigation  or  aggravation; 
whether  the  assault  was  the  result  of  wound- 
ed honor,  or  grew  out  of  a  desire  to  estab- 
lish the  reputation  of  being  a  dangerous 
man.  The  defendant,  having  voluntarily  in- 
jected this  issue  into  the  case,  is  in  no  con- 
dition to  complain  at  the  action  of  the  court 
in  admitting  the  evidence  objected  to.  Hav- 
ing opened  the  door  of  inquiry  as  to  this 
matter,  he  cannot  in  reason  and  justice  de- 
mand that  it  be  closed  before  the  state  had 
been  heard  in  reply.  Under  these  conditions 
he  cannot  say  that  the  evidence  admitted 
was  improper,  although  under  other  con- 
ditions it  would  have  constituted  reversible 
error.  This  question  has  already  been 
passed  upon  by  this  court  adversely  to  de- 
fendant's contention  in  the  case  of  Cannon 
V.  Territory,  1  Okla.  Crim.  Rep.  600,  99 
Pac.  622.  In  the  light  of  the  entire  record, 
there  was  no  error  in  the  rulings  of  the 
trial  court  on  this  question. 

Fourth.  Counsel  for  the  defendant  in  their 
brief  say;  "The  third  assignment  of  error 
is  that  the  court  erred  in  overruling  the 
motion  of  the  plaintiff  in  error  for  a  change 
of  venue.  The  record  shows  that  the  plain- 
tiff in  error,  on  the  4th  day  of  December, 
A.  D.  1908,  filed  his  motion  for  a  change  of 
venue  in  said  cause,  which  was  duly  sworn 
to,  setting  up  the  fact  that  he  could  not 
get  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  in  said  county, 
for  the  reason  that  the  citizens  thereof  were 
prejudiced  against  him,  and  said  motion  was 
supported  by  five  disinterested  citizens  of 
Carter  county."  Section  1,  chap.  26,  Sess. 
Laws  Okla.  Terr.  1003,  pp.  220,  221,  au- 
thorizing a  change  of  venue  in  criminal 
cases  is  as  follows:  "Any  criminal  cause 
pending  in  the  district  court  may  at  any 
time  before  the  trial  is  begun,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  defendant,  be  removed  from 
the  county  in  which  it  is  pending  to  some 
other  county  in  said  judicial  district,  when- 
ever it  shall  appear,  in  the  manner  herein- 
after provided,  that  the  minds  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  county  in  which  the  cause  is 
pending  are  so  prejudiced  against  the  de- 
fendant that  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  can- 
not be  had  therein.  Such  order  of  removal 
may  be  made  on  the  application  of  the  de- 
fendant by  petition  setting  forth  the  facta 
verified  by  affidavit,  if  reasonable  notice  of 
the  application  be  given  to  the  county  at- 
torney, and  the  truth  of  the  allegations  in 
such  petition  be  supported  by  the  affidavits 
of  at  least  three  creditable  persons  who 
reside  in  said  county.  The  county  attorney 
may  introduce  counter  affidavits  to  show 
that  the  persons  making  affidavits  in  sup- 
port of  the  application  are  not  creditable 
20  LJIJI..(N.S.) 


persons,  and  that  the  change  is  not  neces- 
sary, and  to  examine  the  witnesses  in  sup' 
port  of  said  application  in  open  court,  in 
regard  to  the  truth  of  said  application;  and 
if  It  be  made  to  appear  by  the  affidavits  and 
examination  of  witnesses,  that  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial  cannot  be  had  in  the  county, 
a  change  shall  be  granted,  and  the  order 
made  by  the  court."  From  this  it  appears 
that  the  application  for  a  change  of  venue 
must  be  presented  to  the  court  before  the 
trial  begins,  and  that  the  coimty  attorney 
must  have  had  reasonable  notice  thereof.  It 
is  therefore  necessary,  in  the  light  of  what 
actually  occurred  in  the  trial,  and  which  will 
hereafter  be  stated,  to  determine  as  to  when 
a  trial  begins.  The  defendant  is  not  placed 
in  jeopardy  until  the  jury  are  selected  and 
sworn,  but  this  is  not  decisive  of  the  ques- 
tion as  to  when  the  trial  begins.  Under 
our  practice  the  trial  begins  the  moment  the 
jury  are  called  into  the  box  to  be  examined 
as  to  their  qualifications.  The  defendant 
must  be  personally  present.  The  court 
stenographer  is  present  to  preserve  the  ques- 
tions asked  and  the  answers  given,  and  the 
rulings  of  the  court  upon  all  objections 
made  thereto.  Upon  exceptions  saved  to 
such  rulings,  they  are  as  much  subject  to 
review  of  this  court  as  exceptions  saved  to 
the  examination  of  witnesses  as  to  the  facts 
of  the  case  before  the  jury.  We,  therefore, 
see  no  escape  from  the  conclusion  that  the 
calling  of  the  jury  into  the  box  to  be  ex- 
amined upon  their  voir  dire  is  the  begin- 
ning of  the  trial.  This  is  the  first  step 
taken.      The  trial  has  then  begun. 

This  question  has  been  passed  upon  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in 
the  case  of  Hopt  v.  Utah,  110  U.  S.  676, 
28  L.  ed.  262,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  203.  The 
Supreme  Court  said:  "The  validity  of  the 
judgment  is  questioned  upon  the  ground  that 
a  part  of  the  proceedings  in  the  trial  court 
were  conducted  in  the  absence  of  the  de- 
fendant. The  Criminal  Code  of  Procedure 
of  Utah,  §  218,  provides  that  'if  the  indict- 
ment is  for  a  felony,  the  defendant  must 
be  personally  present  at  the  trial;  but  if 
for  a  misdemeanor,  the  trial  may  be  had  in 
the  absence  of  the  defendant;  if,  however, 
his  presence  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
identification,  the  court  may,  upon  applica- 
tion of  the  prosecuting  attorney,  by  an  order 
of  warrant,  require  the  personal  attendance 
of  the  defendant  at  the  trial.'  The  same 
Code  provides  that  a  juror  may  be  chal- 
lenged by  either  party  for  actual  bias;  that 
is,  'for  the  existence  of  a  state  of  mind 
which  leads  to  a  just  inference  in  reference 
to  the  case  that  he  will  not  act  with  entire 
impartiality.'  Sections  230,  241.  Such  a 
challenge,  if  the  facts  be  denied,  must  be 
tried  by  three  impartial  triers  not  on  the 
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jury  panel,  and  appointed  by  the  court. 
Section  246.  The  juror  so  challenged  'may 
be  examined  aa  a  witness  to  prove  or  dis- 
prove the  challenge,  and  must  answer  every 
question  pertinent  to  the  inquiry.'  Section 
249.  'Other  witnesses  may  also  be  exam- 
ined on  either  side,  and  the  rules  of  evidence 
applicable  to  the  trial  of  other  issues  govern 
the  admission  or  exclusion  of  evidence  on 
the  trial  of  the  challenge.'  Section  250.  'On 
the  trial  of  the  challenge  for  actual  bias, 
when  the  evidence  is  concluded,  the  court 
must  instruct  the  triers  that  it  is  their  duty 
to  find  the  challenge  true,  if  in  their  opinion 
the  evidence  warrants  the  conclusion  that 
the  juror  has  such  a  bias  against  the  party 
challenging  him  as  to  render  him  not  im- 
partial, and  that,  if  from  the  evidence  they 
believe  him  free  from  such  bias,  they  must 
find  the  challenge  not  true;  that  a  hypo- 
thetical opinion  on  hearsay,  or  information 
supposed  to  be  true,  is  of  itself  no  evidence 
of  bias  sufficient  to  disqualify  a  juror.  The 
court  can  give  no  other  instruction.'  .  Sec- 
tion 252.  'The  triers  must  thereupon  find 
the  challenge  either  true  or  not  true,  and 
their  decision  is  final.  If  they  find  it  true, 
the  juror  must  be  excluded.'  Section  253. 
It  appears  that  six  jurors  were  separately 
challenged  by  the  defendant  for  actual  bias. 
The  founds  of  challenge  in  each  case  were 
denied  by  the  district  attorney.  For  each 
juror  triers  were  appointed,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  were,  'before  proceeding  ta  try  the 
challenge,'  insniicted  as  required  by  §  252 
of  the  Criminal  Code,  after  which,  in  each 
case,  the  triers  took  the  juror  from  the 
court  room  into  a  different  room,  and  tried 
the  ground  of  challenge  out  of  the  presence 
as  well  of  the  court  as  of  the  defendant  and 
his  counsel.  Their  findings  were  returned 
into  court,  and  the  challenge  being  found 
not  true,  the  jurors  so  challenged  resumed 
their  seats  among  those  summoned  to  try 
the  case.  Of  the  six  challenged  for  actual 
bias,  four  were  subsequently  challenged  by 
the  defendant  peremptorily.  The  other  two 
were  sworn  as  trial  jurors,  one  of  them, 
however,  after  the  defendant  had  exhausted 
all  his  peremptory  challenges.  No  objection 
was  made  to  the  triers  leaving  the  court 
room,  nor  was  any  exception  taken  thereto 
during  the  trial.  The  jurors  proposed  were 
examined  by  the  triers  without  any  testi- 
mony being  offered  or  produced,  either  by 
the  prosecution  or  the  defense.  It  is  in- 
sisted, in  behalf  of  the  defendant,  that  the 
action  of  the  court  in  permitting  the  trial 
in  his  absence  of  these  challenges  of  jurors 
was  so  irregular  as  to  vitiate  all  the  sub- 
sequent proceedings.  This  point  is  well 
taken."  In  Hopt's  Case  the  defendant  had 
been  convicted  of  murder,  and  sentenced  to 
death.  The  conviction  was  reversed  upon 
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the  ground,  among  others,  that  tbe  trial 
began  with  the  examination  of  the  jurors 
aa  to  their  qualifications,  and  as  the  sttt- 
ute  required  the  presence  of  the  defendant 
during  the  trial,  and  as  some  of  the  Jiirurs 
were  examined  in  the  absence  of  the  defend- 
ant, he  had  been  deprived  of  a  substantial 
right,  and  so  the  Supreme  Court  of  tbe 
United  States  granted  the  defendant  a  new 
trial.  Other  authorities  could  be  cited  to 
the  same  effect;  but,  aa  the  principle  in- 
volved is  80  manifestly  just,  we  will  not 
pursue  the  discussion  further. 

The  record  discloses  the  following  facta 
with  reference  to  the  application  for  a 
change  of  venue:  (1)  The  application  was 
prepared  and  verified  on  the  4th  day  of 
November,  1908.  (2)  This  case  was  set 
down  for  trial  on  the  17th  day  of  November, 
1908.  (3)  Upon  motion  of  defendant  the 
case  was  reset  for  December  1,  1908.  (4) 
At  the  instance  of  the  counsel  who  then 
represented  the  defendant,  the  ease  was 
passed  until  December  4,  1908,  to  enable 
him  to  go  to  Madill  and  try  a  case  tlicrr. 
(6)  When  this  case  was  called  for  trial  on 
the  4th  day  of  December,  defendant  present- 
ed a  motion  for  a  continuance,  which  was 
by  the  court  overruled.  (6)  That  the  mo- 
tion for  a  change  of  venue  was  not  filed 
until,  after  the  jury  had  been  called  into 
the  box.  (7)  No  notice  of  the  application 
for  a  change  of  venue  had  been  served  upon 
the  county  attorney.  (8)  The  following  oc- 
curred when  the  motion  for  a  change  of 
venue  was  presented: 

The  Court!  When  did  the  state's  coun- 
sel first  have  notice  of  the  motion  for  change 
of  venue, — a  change  of  venue  would  be  ap- 
plied for  in  this  caseT 

Mr.  Matson  lAast.  Co.  Atty.) :  Since 
we  started  into  the  trial. 

The  Court:    How  long  ago  has  that  been? 

Mr.  Matson:  Not  over  five  minutes  nj^, 
after  the  jury  were  called  in  this  case. 

The  Court :  That  was  the  first  notice  you 
had  of  this  motion? 

Mr.  Matson:    Yes. 

In  justice  to  the  distinguished  counsel 
who  now  represent  this  defendant,  we  will 
state  that  they  had  no  connection  with  this 
case  until  after  it  had  reached  this  court. 
Therefore  no  responsibility  attaches  to  them 
for  what  took  place  in  the  trial  court 
While  the  court  should  treat  all  persons 
having  business  therein  with  absolute  fair- 
ness, it  is  also  true  that  such  persons,  and 
especially  attorneys,  should  treat  the  court 
in  the  same  manner.  Unfairness  of  attor 
neys,  and  any  attempt  to  impose  up(»i  or 
take  advantage  of  the  confidence  of  tb* 
court,   cannot  be   too  strongly  condemned. 
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Sn  this  case  the  counsel  who  represented  the 
defendant  should  at  least  have  been  called 
upon  to  explain  his  conduct  and  purge  him- 
self of  oontempt.  This  could  have  been  done 
in  the  absence  of  the  jury,  so  that  the  de- 
fendant could  not  have  been  prejudiced  in 
4heir  minds  thereby. 

If  this  motion  for  a  change  of  venue  was 
prepared  in  good  faith,  and  Terified  thirty 
days  before  the  trial,  why  was  it  not  pre- 
.sented  sooner!  Why  was  it  oonoealed  for 
ihirty  days  from  the  county  attorney  and 
the  court}  The  action  of  the  attorney  who 
then  represented  the  defendant,  in  request- 
ing this  court  as  a  personal  favor  to  pass 
the  case  to  December  4th,  in  order  that  he 
might  go  to  Madill  and  try  another  case, 
<amounted  to  an  implied  promise  that  the 
case  would  be  tried  on  that  date,  unless 
some  unforeseen  contingency  arose  in  the 
meantime.  It  at  least  expressed  an  in- 
tention and  expectancy  on  the  part  of  coun- 
sel that  this  would  be  done.  But  it  appears 
from  the  record  that  the  motion  f9r  a 
change  of  venue  had  been  prepared  and  veri- 
fied on  the  4th  day  of  Kovember,  and  that 
.this  fact  was  concealed  from  the  county 
4tttomey  and  the  court.  This  court  will  not 
tolerate  such  practice  as  this.  Justice  can- 
not be  enforced  by  unfairness  and  deceit. 
Lawyers  should  be  fair  and  honorable  is 
their  dealings  with  opposing  counsel,  the 
courts,  and  their  clients.  We  approve  the 
action  of  the  trial  court  in  summarily  over- 
ruling the  application  for  a  change  of  venue, 
under  the  conditions  upon  which  it  was 
presented.  First,  it  came  too  late;  second, 
no  notice  thereof  had  been  given  to  the  coun- 
ty attorney;  third,  it  is  clear  that  the  con- 
fidence of  the  court  had  been  unfairly  im- 
-posed  upon,  and  that  the  application  for  a 
change  of  venue  was  being  urged  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  a  continuance.  Such 
applications  cannot  be  made  in  this  manner 
or  be  used  for  this  purpose.  They  must  be 
^made  in  good  faith  and  presented  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  statute.  In  Johnson 
-V.  State,  1  Olcla.  Crim.  Rep.  321,  97  Pac. 
1059,  this  question  was  elaborately  dis- 
cussed. Among  other  things  this  court  there 
■said:  "The  application  for  a  change  of 
venue  is  addressed  to  the  sound  discretion 
of  the  trial  judge.  He  sits  both  as  judge 
and  jury,  and  determines  all  questions  of 
law  and  fact  that  arise  upon  the  hearing  of 
the  motion.  His  decision  is  not  subject 
"to  review  by  this  court,  unless  an  abuse  of 
this  discretion  is  made  to  appear."  What 
was  there  said,  as  well  as  what  is  herein 
-stated,  represents  the  mature  views  of  this 
court,  and  will  be  adhered  to  in  the  future. 

The  instructions  of  the  court  were  appli- 
cable to  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  highest 
compliment  which  can  l>e  paid  them  is  the 
2d  LJIA.(N.S.) 


fact  that  the  able  and  critical  counsel  who 
represented  the  defendant  in  this  court  did 
not  in  any  manner  attempt  to  assail  them. 

We  find  no  error  in  the  reoord,  which 
would  permit  ns  to  reverse  the  conviction 
of  the  defendant.  The  judgment  of  the 
lower  court  is  therefore  in  all  things  af- 
firmed. 

Doyle  and  Owen,  JJ.,  eoncur. 


WASniNGTON  SUPREBfi;  COimT. 

JOHN  M.  WELCH  and  Wife,  Respts., 

V. 

SEATTLB  ft  MONTANA  RAILROAD  C»M- 
PANY  et  al.,  Appts. 

t—  Wash.  — ,  106  Pac  166.) 

lilmitatlon  of  actions  —  trespass  —  tun- 
nel —  Injury  to  bnslnesH. 
The  statute  limiting  the  time  for  bring- 
ing actions  for  trespass  on  real  property  does 
not  govern  an  action  by  a  tenant  for  in- 
jury to  his  business  by  the  construction  of  a 
tunnel  through  the  property  so  as  to  ren- 
der the  building  unsafe,  but  such  action  is 
governed  by  the  provision  applicable  to  ac- 
tions of  trespass  on  the  case. 

(November  26,  1009.) 


Note.  —  AjypUcdbiUty  of  statute  of  Umi' 
tationa  oovemitig  actions  for  tres- 
pass, to  actions  for  damages  to  real 
property. 

The  following  cases  are  examples  of  cases 
in  which  as  in  Welch  v.  Seattle  ft  M.  R. 
Co.,  the  damages  to  property  were  held  to 
be  consequential,  and  not  immediate  or  di- 
rect, and  therefore  not  within  the  statute  of 
limitations  applicable  to  actions  for  tres- 
pass, but  rather  within  the  statute  of  lim- 
itations governing  actions  of  trespass  on 
the  case.  Roundtree  v.  Brantley,  34  Ala. 
544,  73  Am.  Dec.  470  (digging  of  ditcli 
causing  sand  to  flow  into  creek,  and  thus 
causing  water  to  overflow  adjoining  lands) ; 
Polly  T.  McCall,  37  Ala.  20  (digging  of  ditch 
and  making  of  levee,  causing  overflow  of 
land);  Eagle  P.  ft  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Gibson,  62 
Ala.  360  (diversion  of  water  from  river, 
causing  overflow)  ;  Hicks  v.  Drew,  117  Cal. 
305,  49  Pac.  189  (suRiciently  set  out  in  the 
Welch  Case)  ;  Daneri  v.  Southern  Cali- 
fornia R.  Co.  122  Cal.  607,  65  Pac.  243  (in- 
jury to  land,  caused  by  deflection  of  river 
into  new  channel  as  the  result  of  the  con- 
struction of  levee) ;  Crim  v.  San  Francisco, 
152  Cal.  279,  92  Pac.  640  (discharge  of 
sewer,  causing  street  to  become  impassable, 
find  soil  to  wash  away  from  premises) ; 
Piatt  Bros,  ft  Co.  t.  Waterbury,  80  Conn. 
179,  125  Am.  St  Rep.  Ill,  67  AtL  608  (dis- 
charge by  city  of  sewage  into  river,  and 
carried  upon  adjoinini;  property) ;  Denney 
V.  Everett,  46  Wash.  342,  123  Am.  St.  Rep. 
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APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  King  County 
in  plaintiffs'  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  for  injuries  to  plaintiffs' 
business,  alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  the 
negligent  construction  of  a  tunneL  Re- 
versed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  F.  T.  Brown  and  Frederic  G. 
Dorety,  for  appellants: 

The  action  is  barred  under  the  two-year 
statute  of  limitations. 

Denney  v.  Everett,  46  Wash.  342,  123  Am. 
St.  Rep.  934,  89  Pac.  934;  Suter  y.  Wenat- 
chee  Water  Power  Co.  35  Wash.  ),  102  Am. 
St.  Rep.  881,  76  Pac.  298;  Hicks  v.  Drew, 
117  Cal.  305,  49  Pac.  189. 

The  action  is  in  the  nature  of  an  action 
on  the  case  and  not  trespass. 

3  Cooley's  Bl.  Com.  chap.  12,  ••209,  210; 
Denney  v.  Everett  and  Suter  v.  Wenatchee 
Water  Power  Co.  supra;  Williams  v.  Hay, 
120  Pa.  485,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  719,  14  Atl.  379 ; 
Elliott,  Ev.  §  1921;  1  Chitty,  PI.  pp.  117, 
142;  Jordan  v.  Wyatt,  4  Gratt.  151,  47  Am. 
Dec.  720;  2  Wait,  Act.  ft  Def.  p.  747;  Smith 
V.  Wiggin,  48  N.  H.  109;  Shrieve  v.  Stokes, 
8  B.  Mon.  453,  48  Am.  Dec.  401;  Smith  v. 
Seattle,  18  Wash.  484,  63  Am.  St.  Rep.  910, 
61  Pac.  1057;  Backhouse  v.  Bonomi,  1  Best 
&  S.  970. 

Messrs.  Stephen  V.  Carey  and  Jay  C. 
Allen,  for  respondents: 

If  any  of  the  acts  of  the  defendants  were 
in  the  nature  of  trespass,  those  acts  deter- 
mine the  character  of  the  action,  and  all  re- 
sulting damages,  whether  direct  or  conse- 
quential, may  be  recovered. 


21  Ene.  PI.  ft  Pr.  p.  798;  6  Cyc  Law  ft 
Proc  p.  682;  Elliott,  Ev.  §  1921;  Scott  v. 
Bay,  3  Md.  431;  1  Chitty,  PI.  pp.  117,  119; 
Jordan  v.  Wyatt,  4  Gratt.  161,  47  Am.  Dec 
720;  Farnandis  v.  Great  Northern  R.  41 
Wash.  493,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1086,  111  Am. 
St.  Rep.  1027,  84  Pa.  18;  Kelly  v.  Lett,  36 
N.  C.  (13  Ired.  L.)  50;  £>onahue  v.  Keystone 
Gas  Co.  181  N.  Y.  313,  70  LJI.A.  7«1,  106 
Am.  St.  Rep.  549,  73  N.  E.  1108;  Forbell  v. 
New  York,  164  N.  Y.  522,  61  L.R.A.  695, 
79  Am.  St  Rep.  666,  58  N.  E.  644;  Ricker  v. 
Freeman,  50  N.  H.  420,  9  Am.  Rep.  271. 

Dnnbar,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff 
and  respondent  John  M.  Welch,  who  is  a  sa- 
loon keeper,  and  his  wife,  to  recover  compen- 
satitm  for  loss  of  business  resulting  from 
damage  to  the  building  which  he  occupied 
as  a  saloon  at  the  time  ot  the  construction 
of  the  Great  Northern  tunnel  in  Seattle. 
The. complaint  alleges,  in  substance:  That 
the  defendants,  in  the  construction  of  said 
timnel,  excavated  through,  across,  and  un- 
derneath the  surface  of  lot  10  in  block  G, 
particularly  through,  across,  and  under- 
neath that  portion  of  said  lot  covered  by 
plaintiffs'  building  held  under  a  certain 
lease,  and  that  in  constructing  the  work 
therein  and  thereon  the  defendants,  on  di- 
vers and  sundry  times,  caused  to  be  set  off 
and  discharged  blasts  of  dynamite,  giant 
powder,  and  explosives  of  different  kinds, 
and  did  remove  from  off  said  lot  and  from 
underneath  the  surface,  and  particularly 
from  that  portion  thereof  so  covered  by  said 


934,  89  Pac  934  (injuries  to  adjoining  prop- 
erty because  of  change  of  grade)  ;  Hill  v. 
Empire  State-Idaho  Min.  ft  Developing  Co. 
168  Fed.  881  (discharge  of  waste  of  ore 
reduction  works  in  stream,  causing  it  to 
overflow  adjoining  lands  and  injure  vegeta- 
tion). And  see  the  other  Washington  cases 
set  out  in  Welch  v.  Seattle  ft  M.  R.  Co. 

In  Roundtree  v.  Brantley,  supra,  it  was 
argued  that  trespass  was  a  comprehensive 
term  which  includes  trespass  on  the  case. 
The  court  said,  however:  "It  is  true  that 
trespass,  in  one  sense,  means  an  injury  or 
wrong;  and,  in  that  sense,  it  would  include 
every  cause  of  action,  at  least  in  tort.  But 
trespass  has,  in  the  law,  a  well  ascertained 
and  fixed  meaning.  It  refers  to  injuries 
which  are  immediate,  and  not  consequen- 
tial." 

However,  it  has  been  held  that  a  statute 
declaring  that  an  action  for  trespass  upon 
lands  shall  be  brought  within  three  years 
after  the  cause  of  action  accrues  is  applic- 
able where  land  berdering  on  a  river  was 
injured  because  of  the  building  of  a  dike  on 
the  opposite  shore.  Such  a  case  is  Gulf. 
C.  ft  S.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  Moseley,  20  L.R.A.  (N.S) 
885,  88  C.  C.  A.  236,  161  Fed.  72.  To  the 
same  effect  are  Kelly  v.  Kansas  City  South- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


em  R.  Co.  (Ark.)  128  S.  W.  664  (diverting 
of  water  by  railroad),  and  St.  Louis,  I. 
M.  ft  8.  R.  Co.  V.  Morris,  35  Ark.  622  (over- 
flow of  lands,  caused  by  railway). 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  determine  the 
exact  weight  of  these  latter  cases,  since  their 
discussion  of  the  question  here  annotated 
extends  no  further  than  a  mere  statement 
that  the  statute  of  limitations  governing^ 
actions  for  trespass  upon  lands  is  applicable. 
It  is  only  due  to  say  that  there  may  be- 
other  cases  in  point  in  this  note  which  have 
not  been  included  herein  because  the  court 
described  the  governing  statute  in  terms 
which  do  not  indicate  whether  it  was  the 
statute  applicable  to  actions  for  trespass  or 
not. 

It  is  also  suggested  that  while  the  word 
"trespass"  has  a  clear  and  well-defined  mean- 
ing at  common  law,  it  might  at  least  be 
questioned  whether  actions  of  trespass  on 
the  case  are  not  included  within  "actions 
for  trespass"  when  it  appears,  as  in  the 
Welch  Case,  that  there  is  one  statute  or 
provision  expressly  applicable  to  actions  for 
trespass,  and  an  omnibus  statute  or  provi- 
sion governing  actions  not  before  provided 
for,  and  no  statute  expressly  applicable  to 
actions  of  trespass  on  the  case. 
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building,  Mrtain  of  the  soil ;  that  by  reason 
thereof  the  surface  of- said  lot  10,  and 
that  portion  of  it  covered  by  said  build- 
ing, subsided  and  slid  and  moved  vest- 
ward,  by  reason  whereof  the  said  building 
settled,  collapsed,  and  moved  from  its  foun- 
dation, and  was  rendered  dangerous  and  un- 
fit for  occupation,  and  by  reason  thereof  the 
plaintiffs'  business  was  disturbed  and  inter- 
rupted, and  that  the  plaintiffs  were  thereby 
damaged.  The  answer  denied  that  plaintiffs 
were  damaged  by  reason  of  any  of  the  acts 
of  defendants.  Reply  was  made  to  certain 
ailirmative  allegations  which  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  discuss  here.  The  case  went  to  trial, 
and  judgment  was  rendered  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiffs.  The  defendants  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  the  statute  of  three  years'  limitation, 
the  st&tute  of  two  years'  limitation,  and  the 
fact  that  the  lease  under  which  the  plain- 
tiffs held  the  property  alleged  to  have  been 
damaged  should  have  been  construed  to  be  a 
lease  from  month  to  month.  The  court  in- 
structed the  jury  that  the  two-year  statute 
of  limitations  did  not  apply  to  the  case, 
and  that  they  need  not  consider  it.  In  this 
we  think  the  court  erred,  and  upon  this 
question  hinges  the  fate  of  this  case. 

If  the  three-year  statute  applies  to  an  ac- 
tion of  this  kind,  it  must  be  brought  within 
the  provision  of  paragraph  1  of  §  286, 
Pierce's  Code  (Ballinger's  Anno.  Codes  &, 
Statutes,  §  4800) ;  vig.,  an  action  for  waste 
or  trespass  upon  real  prc>perty.  If  it  does 
not,  then  it  falls  within  S  289a,  which  pro- 
vides that  "an  action  for  relief  not  herein- 
before provided  for  shall  be  commenced 
within  two  years  after  the  cause  of  action 
shall  have  accrued."  It  is  the  established 
rule  of  this  court  that  the  question  of 
whether  an  action  is  an  action  for  "tres- 
pass" upon  real  property  depends  upon  what 
was  deemed  trespass  at  the  common  law; 
and  in  order  to  determine  that  question  it 
is  necessary  to  examine  the  common-law  au- 
thorities. In  Cooley's  Blackstone,  4th  ed.  vol. 
2,  *208,  the  author  says  that  "trespass,  in 
its 'largest  and  most  extensive  sense,  signi- 
fies any  transgression  or  offense  against  the 
law  of  nature,  or  society,  or  the  country  in 
which  we  live;  whether  it  relates  to  a  man's 
person  or  his  property."  But  that,  "in  the 
limited  and  confined  sense  in  which  we  are 
at  present  to  consider  it,  it  signifies  no  more 
than  an  entry  on  another  man's  ground 
without  a  lawful  authority,  and  doing  some 
damage,  however  inconsiderable,  to  his  real 
property."  The  essential  idea  seems  to  have 
been  the  breaking  of  a  close  by  force, — the 
words  of  a  writ  of  trespass  commanding  the 
defendants  to  show  cause  quare  claus- 
um  querentit  fregit, — and  it  was  frequently 
20  L.RA..(N.S.) 


called  trespass  vi  et  armia.  So  great  a  re- 
gard did  the  law  have  for  a  man's  close  or 
premises  that  it  presumed  damages  would 
accrue  from  the  breaking  into  or  penetrating 
such  close,  even  if  it  was  no  more  than  the 
trampling  of  the  herbage  therein.  An  ac- 
tirai  setting  forth  such  facts  as  these  was 
an  action  in  "trespass,"  as  distinguished 
fi-om  what  was  designated  an  "action  on  the 
case,"  where  the  injury  resulting  fr<Hn  the 
action  was  not  caused  by  direct  force,  but 
was  consequential,  or  an  injury  resulting  in- 
directly from  the  act  complained  of.  Mr. 
Blackstone,  on  *123  of  bk.  3,  Lewis's  ed., 
makes  a  distinction  as  follows:  "And  it 
is  a  settled  distinction  that,  where  an  act  is 
done  which  is  in  itself  an  immediate  injury 
to  another's  person  or  property,  there  the 
remedy  is  usually  by  an  action  of  trespass 
vi  et  armis;  but  where  there  is  no  act  done, 
but  only  a  culpable  omission,  or  where  the 
act  is  not  immediately  injurious,  but  only 
by  consequence  and  collaterally,  there  no  ac- 
tion of  trespass  vi  et  armie  will  lie,  but  an 
action  on  the  special  case,  for  the  damages 
consequent  on  such  omission  or  act." 

If  the  allegations  in  the  com]daint  in  this 
case  and  the  proof  show  that  the  action  was 
direct  and  with  force  upon  the  respondents' 
property,  then  the  action  is  properly  an  ac- 
tion in  trespass,  and  the  two-year  statute 
will  not  apply;  but,  if  it  is  indirect  or  con- 
sequential, the  two-year  statute  will  apply. 
It  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  com- 
plaint that  the  damages  sought  are  not  dam- 
ages to  the  freehold  or  to  the  house;  but  the 
demand  is  compensation  for  loss  of  business. 
The  respondents  had  no  interest  in  the  val- 
ue of  the  premises  leased.  In  this  case  the 
right  was  withheld  to  sell  the  property  sub- 
ject to  the  lease,  and  it  was  afterwards  sold 
to  the  appellants  in  this  case.  So  that  the 
damage,  if  recovered  at  all,  must  be  for  in- 
jury to  the  business.  In  fact,  construing 
the  complaint  in  connection  with  the  proofs 
in  the  case,  it  shows  that  the  greater  part, 
if  not  all,  of  the  damage,  was  purely  con- 
sequential. It  was  claimed  and  shown  by 
the  testimony  that  access  to  the  respond- 
ents' place  of  business  was  cut  off  by  rea- 
son of  a  certain  action  of  the  appellants,  so 
that  it  was  difficult  for  customers  to  reach 
their  place  of  business,  and  that  they  could 
not  reach  it  from  certain  directions  from 
which  they  had  reached  it  before. 

This  is  not  a  new  question  before  this 
court.  In  Sargent  v.  Tacoma,  10  Wash.  212, 
38  Pac.  1048,  this  court  said,  in  speaking  on 
this  subject:  "If  actions  of  this  kiad  are 
regarded  as  trespasses  upon  real  property, 
the  three-years'  limitation  created  by  Code 
Froc.  S  115,  covered  this  case;  but  if  they 
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-are  not,  then  Code  Proc.  §  120,  limiting  ac- 
tions for  relief  not  otherwise  provided  for 
to  two  years,  did  eover  it."  In  Suter  v. 
Wenatchee  Water  Power  Co.  36  Wash.  1,  102 
Am.  St.  Bep.  881,  76  Pac.  298,  it  was  held 
that  an  action  for  damages  to  real  property 
tlirough  an  overflow  caused  by  the  defend- 
ant's negligent  construction  of  an  irrigating 
canal,  lawfully  built,  but  without  sufficient- 
ly providing  for  carrying  off  the  surplus 
water  or  controlling  the  flow,  is  not  an  ac- 
tion for  trespass,  within  the  purview  of  the 
three-year  limitation  for  actions  for  tres- 
pass upon  real  property,  since  the  damages 
are  consequential  only,  and  not  direct,  as 
required  to  create  trespass  at  common  law, 
and  such  action  is  barred  if  not  commenced 
within  two  years  from  the  time  the  damage 
accrued;  the  court  citing  the  case  of  Hicks 
V.  Drew,  117  Cal.  30^  49  Pac  189,  where  it 
was  held  that  the  erection  of  a  bulkhead  on 
one's  own  land,  whereby  the  lands  of  anoth- 
er are  flooded,  is  not  a  trespass,  and  where 
the  following  statement  was  made:  "While 
in  this  state  all  distinctions  between  com- 
mon-law actions  are  abolished  as  relating  to 
the  procedure,  yet  it  is  plain  that  we  are 
bound  to  consult  the  common  law  and  the 
classification  of  common-law  actions,  for  the 
proper  determination  as  to  what  the  law- 
making power  of  this  state  had  in  diind 
when  using  the  phrase,  'trespass  upon  real 
property.' "  And  in  closing  that  opinion, 
the  court  said:  "One  of  the  best  tests  by 
which  to  distinguish  trespass  is  found  in  the 
answer  to  the  question:  When  was  the 
damage  done?  If  the  damage  does  not  come 
directly  from  the  act,  but  is  simply  an  aft- 
er result  from  the  act,  it  is  essentially 
consequential,  and  no  trespass."  This  court 
indorsed  the  statonents  made  by  the  Cali- 
fornia court,  and,  after  citing  many  cases 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  review  here, 
held  that  the  statute  of  limitations  had  run 
against  the  action  in  question.  In  this  class 
of  cases  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  draw  the 
line  of  distinction ;  but,  considering  the  his- 
tory of  the  two  classes  of  actions,  viz.,  tres- 
pass and  trespass  on  the  case,  we  think  that 
the  damage  claimed  must  be  the  direct  re- 
sult of  the  action  complained  of,  the  result 
of  a  physical  invasion  of  the  thing  which  is 
claimed  to  have  been  injured,  and  that  the 
complaint  in  this  case,  especially  construed 
in  connection  with  the  proof  which  was 
made,  and  which  tended  to  elucidate  the 
character  of  the  damages  claimed,  plainly 
shows  that  there  was  no  such  physical  invar 
sion,  and  that  the  damages  resulting  were 
incidental  and  consequential. 

In&much  as  it  is  conceded  in  the  reply 
that  the  action  was  not  brought  within  two 
years  from  the  expiration  of  respondents' 
lease,  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  respond- 
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ents  to  recover,  and  the  judgment  win  te  le- 
versed,  with  instructiona  to  dismiss  Un  •^ 
tion. 

Budkin,  Ch.  X,  and  Crow,  Parker,  and 
Mouut,  JJ.,  concur. 


GEORGIA    SUPREME    COTTBT. 

SARAH  IRELAND,  Plff.  in  Err, 

V. 

L.  H.  DTER,  Admr.,  etc.,  of  S.  B.  Oyer, 
Deceased. 

(133  Qa.  851,  67  S.  E.  195.) 

Descent  —  advancement  to  dangfater  — 
gift  to  husband. 

1.  A  deed  of  gift  by  a  father-in-law  to  bis 
son-in-law,  accepted  by  the  latter,  whieli 
contains  a  provision  clearly  indicating  thit 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  grantor  tiut  tbe 
property  so  conveyed  was  to  be  an  advaoee- 
ment  to  his  daughter,  the  wife  of  the  gnn- 
tee,  is  an  advancement  to  her,  notwithsttnil- 
ing  she  may  have  been  ignorant,  not  only  of 
the  fact  that  the  deed  contained  such  a 
provision,  but  even  of  the  existence  of  tlie 
deed  altogether. 

Trial  —  direction  of  Terdlct  —  eridence 
—  saflflciency. 

2.  Under  the  evidence  in  the  case,  tlie 
jury  oould  have  found  that  the  plaintiff  h.id 
not  received  her  distributive  share  of  tb 
estate,  after  deducting  from  that  distribn- 
tive  share  the  value  of  the  advancemat 
made  to  her,  and  therefore  it  was  error  for 
the  court  to  direct  a  verdict  in  favor  of  tbt 
defendant 

(February  21,  1810.) 

Headnotes  by  Bbok,  J. 

Note.  —  Oift  to  one  spouse  by  parent  o/ 
(he  other  as  advancement  or  aiemp^ 
tion. 

As  used  in  this  note,  the  term  "advsixt- 
menf  will  be  considered  as  including  onlv 
cases  of  intestacy.  Under  the  head  of 
"ademption"  will  be  groupea  cases  where  the 
donor  died  testate,  although  the  gift,  is 
some  of  the  cases,  may  have  been  daseriM 
as  an  advancement. 

Advancement, 

Whether  knds  or  other  proparty  gives  to 
a  son-in-law  are  intended  as  an  advancemeat 
to  the  daughter  is  usually  a  question  of  fact 
under  all  the  circumstances.  Carpenter  v. 
Coats,  183  Mo.  62,  81  S.  W.  1089;  Bain* 
V.  Hays,  2  Tenn.  Ch.  669. 

A  gift  of  money  or  other  personalty  to  s 
husband  by  a  parent  of  the  wife,  while  tbe 
latter  is  still  living,  will  ordinarily  be 
treated  as  an  advancement  to  the  wife.  Wil- 
son V.  Wilson,  18  Ala.  176;  Lindsay  v. 
Piatt,  0  Fla.  150;  Towles  v.  Roundtree.  10 
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ERKOR  to  the  Superior  Court  for,  Walk- 
er County  to  ravkw  a  judgment  entered 
«■  a  directed  verdict  for  defendant  in  an  ac- 
tion brought  to  recover  a  share  of  the  estate 
«i  S.  B.  Dyer,  deceased,  to  which  plaintiff 
Alleged  ihe  waa  entitled  aa  heir  at  law.  Be- 
versed. 

Tbe  facta  an  stated  in  the  opinioa. 

Messrs.  R.  H.  Vf.  Glenn  and  F.  W. 
Copland  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Mr.  Jamea  P.  Sbattnck  for  defendant  in 
^fiTor. 

Beck,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
eourt:    . 

Sarah  Ireland  brought  suit  against  L.  H. 
Dyer,  administrator  of  S.  B.  Dyer,  deceased, 
to  recover  her  interest  aa  distributee  and 


heir  at  law  of  the  estate  of  said  S.  B.  Dyer, 
who  was  the  plaintiff's  father.  It  was  alleged 
and  admitted  that  there  were  several  tlioua- 
and  dollars  belonging  to  the  estate  in  the 
hands  of  the  administrator,  which  had  not 
been  distributed.  The  defense  relied  on  was 
that  S.  B.  Dyer,  prior  to  his  death,  had  giv- 
en to  the  plaintiff,  or  to  her  husband  for 
her,  or  to  her  jointly  with  her  husband,  a 
certain  portion  of  his  real  estate,  as  an  ad- 
vancement out  of  his  estate,  and  further, 
that  the  land  so  conveyed  was  intended  to 
be  and  was  accepted  as  the  plaintiff's  en- 
tire interest  in  his  estate.  The  court  -so 
construed  tbe  deed  and  the  evidence,  and  di- 
rected the  jury  to  return  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant.  The  plaintiff  moved  for  a  new 
trial,  which  being  denied,  she  excepted. 


Fla.  299;  Baker' v.  Leathers,  3  Ind.  558; 
Barl>er  v.  Taylor,  9  Dnna,  84;  Williams  v. 
Barnes,  5  KyJ  L.  Rep.  925 ;  Groom  v.  Thom- 
son, 13  Ky.  L.  Rep.  223,  18  S.  W.  369;  Sad- 
ler V.  Huffheimer,  11  Ky.  L.  Rep.  670.  12  8. 
W.  715;  Conner  v.  Cruzan,  14  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
fo9;  Dilley  v.  Love,  61  Md.  603;  McCabe  v. 
iirosenne,  107  Md.  400,  69  Atl.  259 ;  Rogers 
▼.  Mayer,  59  Miss.  524 ;  Gaston  v,  Robarda,  9 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  722;  Carter  v.  Rutland,  2  N.  0. 
<1  Hayw.)  97;  Bridgers  v.  Hutchins,  33  N. 
C.  (11  Ircd.  L.)  68,  Dittoe  v.  Cluney,  22 
Ohio  St.  436;  Wenti  v.  Dehaven,  1  Serg.  i 
K.  312;  Havden  v.  Mentzer,  10  Serg.  &,  R. 
329 ;  Hartwell  v.  Rice,  1  Gray,  587,  Peale  v, 
Thurmond,  77  Va.  763;  McDearman  v.  Hod- 
nett,  83  Va.  281,  2  S.  E.  643;  Weyland  v. 
W^eyland,  2  Atlc  632.  Contra: — Jones  v. 
Speight,  6  N.  C.  (2  Murph.)  89;  Dixon  v. 
Coward,  57  N.  C.  (4  Jones,  Eq.)  354;  Banks 
V.  Shannonhouse,  61  N.  C.  (Phill.  L.)  284 
(as  to  real  estate,  and  distinguishing  the 
case  of  personalty)  ;  Rains  v.  Hays,  2  Tenn. 
Ch.  669,  affirmed  in  6  Lea,  303,  40  Am.  Rep. 
39. 

The  same  rule  has  also  been  applied  in 
the  case  of  an  advancement  of  real  estate 
to  a  son-in-law.  Barber  v.  Taylor,  supra; 
Stevenson  v.  Martin,  11  Bush,  485;  Dilley 
y.  Love,  supra;  Bruce  v.  Slemp,  82  Va.  352, 
4  S.  E.  692;  Roberts  v.  Coleman,  37  W.  Va. 
143,  16  S.  E.  482. 

And  to  a  daughter-in-law.  Palmer  v. 
Culbertson,  143  N.  Y.  213,  38  N.  E.  199. 

It  has  been  held  that,  if  an  advancement 
IS  made  by  an  ancestor  to  the  husband  of 
his  daughter,  it  cannot  be  charged  against 
her  in  the  distribution  of  his  property,  un- 
less she  knew  of  such  advancement  to  her 
husband  and  of  the  intention  of  the  gift  to 
her,  and  acquiescence  therein.  Boyer  v. 
Boyer,  7  Ohio  N.  P.  163;  contra,  Lindsay 
r.  Piatt,  supra. 

ITie  receipt  of  property  by  the  husband, 
which  would  otherwise  have  the  effect  of  an 
Advancement  to  the  wife,  will  not  be  pre- 
vented from  having  such  effect  by  modem 
married  women's  acts.  Lindsay  v.  Piatt; 
Towles  V.  Roundtrsej  and  McDearman  y. 
Hodnett, — supra. 

The  cancelation  bj  •  fatber-in-law  of  a 
£6  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


debt  due  him  by  his  son-in-law,  or  the  pay- 
ment of  a  son-in-law's  debt  in  accordance 
with  an  agreement  with  the  latter  that  the 
transaction  shall  be  considered  an  advance- 
ment to  the  wife,  makes  the  amount  of 
such  debt  an  advancement  which  ought  to  be 
brought  into  hotchpot.  Lindsay  v.  Piatt; 
Towles  V.  Roundtree;  Bridgers  v.  Hutchins; 
and  Wentz  v.  Dehaven, — supra. 

But  where  an  intestate  conveyed  land  to 
his  son-in-law,  who  executed  notes  for  its 
value,  and  the  latter  stripped  the  land  of 
timber  and  failed  to  pay  the  notes,  and  the 
intestate  accepted  a  reconveyance  as  a  sta- 
isfaction  of  the  indebtedness,  and  canceled 
the  notes,  the  daughter  cannot  be  charged 
with  the  value  of  the  timber  as  an  advance- 
ment. Myers  v.  Brown,  33  Ky.  L.  Rep.  625, 
110  8.  W.  402. 

And  payments  made  by  an  ancestor  on 
the  house  of  the  wife  of  a  deceased  son  will 
not  be  considered  as  advancements  to  the 
children  of  such  deceased  son,  though  the 
ancestor  made  entries  in  a  book  kept  by 
him  to  the  effect  that  they  were  to  be  con- 
sidered advancement.  Boone  v.  Thorns- 
bury,  21  Ky.  L.  Rep.  368,  61  S.  W.  563. 

The  fact,  however,  that  the  daughter,  ow- 
ing to  mismanagement  or  otherwise,  never 
received  any  actual  benefit  from  the  ad- 
vancement, will  not  prevent  its  taking  effect 
as  such.    Barber  y.  Taylor,  supra. 

The  fact  that  a  father,  even  at  the  re- 
quest of  his  daughter,  sold  lands  which  he 
owned  to  procure  money  which  he  used  in  a 
lawful  way  to  procure  his  daughter's  hus- 
band's release  from  prison,  will  not  consti- 
tute an  advancement,  even  prima  facie. 
Booth  y.  Foster,  111  Ala.  312,  66  Am.  St. 
Rep.  62,  20  Bo.  356. 

If  an  executed  gift  is  made  to  a  son-in- 
law  after  the  death  of  the  daughter,  but  in 
accordance  with  an  agreement  made  prior 
to  her  death,  it  may  be  considerea  as  an  ad- 
vancement to  the  wife.  Barber  v.  Taylor, 
supra. 

Ademption. 

The  question  whether  money,  or  other 
property  or  consideration,  given  to  a  hus- 
band by  his  father-in-law,  is  to  be  treated  as 
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1.  The  deed  from  S.  B.  Dyer  to  his  ion- 
in-law,  W.  W.  Irelsnd,  who  is  now,  and  waa 
at  the  time  of  ita  execution,  the  husband  of 
the  plaintiff  in  error,  contains  the  provision 
that  "the  above. deed  is  made  to  W.  W.  Ire- 
land and  his  wife,  Sarah,  as  her  interest 
in  my  estate."  Civil  Code  189S,  S  3476, 
reads  as  follows:  "A  memorandum  of  ad- 
Tancements  in  the  handwriting  of  the  par- 
ent, or  subscribed  by  him,  shall  be  evidence 
of  the  fact  of  advancement,  but  shall  not  be 
conclusive  as  to  the  valuation  of  the  proper- 
ty, unless  inserted  as  part  of  testator's  will 
or  referred  to  therein."  Considering,  there- 
fore, the  stipulation  in  the  deed  as  above 
quoted,  there  could  be  no  doubt,  if  the  con- 
veyance had  been  made  to  the  daughter  and 
received  by  her,  as  it  was  by  her  husband, 
that  the  property  thus  conveyed  would  have 
constituted  an  advancement  to  the  daugh- 
ter; and  the  fact  that  the  conveyance  was 
made  not  to  the  daughter,  but  to  her  hus- 
band, does  not  render  the  provision  in  the 
instrument  under  consideration  any  the  less 
an  advancement,  as  it  was  clearly  intended 
by  the  donor  to  be.  The  fact  that  the  prop- 
erty was  actually  received  by  the  son-in-law 
is   established.     Civil    Code   1895,    §    3474 


(which  was  §  2579  of  the  Code  of 
is  as  follows:  "An  advancement  is  any  pro- 
vision by  a  parent  made  to  and  accepted  by 
a  child  out  of  his  estate,  either  in  money  or 
property,  during  his  lifetime,  over  and  abore 
the  obligation  of  the  parent  for  maintenance 
and  education."  In  the  case  of  HoUiday  v. 
Wingfield,  69  Ga.  206,  the  court,  construigg 
this  section,  said:  "These  words  do  not 
mean  that  the  child  must  formally  accept 
the  provision  as  an  advancement;  that  the 
parent  must  say  to  the  child,  'Now,  I  give 
you  this  as  an  advancement,'  and  the  child 
respond,  'I  accept  it  as  such.'  The  mean- 
ing is  that  the  child  must  receive  the  pro- 
vision, get  the  property  or  money  in  posses- 
sion, and  in  that  sense  accept  it,  take  it, 
keep  it.  The  very  next  section — 2S80 
[§  3475] — shows  that  the  meaning  given  by 
the  court  below  to  2579  cannot  be  correct 
That  section  (2680)  declares  that  'a  mem- 
orandum of  advancements  in  the  handwrit- 
ing of  the  parent,  or  subscribed  by  him, 
shall  be  evidence  of  the  fact  of  advancement, 
but  shall  not  be  conclusive  as  to  the  valua- 
tion of  the  property,  unless  inserted  as  a 
part  of  the  testator's  will  or  referred  to 
therein.'    It  does  not  matter  that  the  cliild 


satisfying  a  legacy  to  the  wife,  depends  on 
the  intention  of  the  testator.  M'Clure  v. 
Evans,  29  Beav.  425;  Farlc's  Estate,  4  Pa. 
Co.  Ct.  680. 

A  gift  to  a  legatee's  husband  made  after 
the  execution  of  the  will,  or  before  if  the 
will  directs  previous  advancements  to  be  de- 
ducted, will  ordinarily  be  considered  as  an 
ademption  of  the  legacy  to  the  daughter. 
Frve  V.  Avritt,  24  Ky.  L.  Rep.  183,  68  S.  W. 
420;  Strode  ▼.  Beall,  105  Mo.  App.  496,  79 
S.  W.  1019;  Wanamaker  v.  Van  Buskirk,  1 
N.  J.  Eq.  685,  23  Am.  Dec.  748 ;  Haglar  v. 
McCombs,  66  N.  C.  345 ;  Mast's  Appeal,  40 
Pa.  24;  Ferris  v.  Goodburn,  4  Jur.  N.  S. 
847. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  the  mere  fact 
that  a  gift  has  been  made  to  a  son-in-law 
will  not  of  itself  cause  it  to  be  considered 
as  an  ademption  of  a  legacy  to  his  wife.  Ra- 
venscroft  v.  Jones,  32  Beav.  669;  Hart  v. 
Johnson,  81  Ga.  734,  8  S.  E.  731. 

The  circumstances  may  show  that  a  per- 
sonal gift  to  the  husband  was  intended,  and 
not  an  advancement  or  ademption  of  a  leg- 
acy. M'Clure  v.  Evans,  29  Beav.  422;  Ra- 
Tenscroft  v.  Jones,  supra. 

A  legacy  to  a  daughter  will  not  be  con- 
sidered adeemed  by  a  subsequent  gift  to  the 
son-in-law  after  the  daughter's  marria^, 
when  nothing  was  said  about  it  being  in 
lieu  of  the  legacy.    Hart  v.  Johnson,  supra. 

Even  though  the  testator  should  subse- 
quently say,  in  the  absence  of  his  daughter 
and  son-inlaw,  that  the  gift  was  intended,  as 
an  ademption.    Ibid. 

Where  a  legacy  to  a  daughter  is  not  ab- 
solute, but  is  placed  in  trust  for  her  benefit, 
free  from  the  control  of  her  husband,  a  pay- 
ment to  her  husband  by  the  testator  ought 
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not  to  be  charged  on  her  separate  estate  or 
be  deducted  therefrom.  Ex  parte  Oakey,  1 
Bradf.  281;  Seagrist's  Appeal,  10  Pa.  424. 

Where  by  will  a  testator  directs  what 
charges  for  money  lent  to  his  children 
should  be  deducted  from  their  distributive 
share,  such  direction  is  not  applicable  to  a 
charge  against  a  son-in-law,  where  the  share 
of  the  estate  was  left  to  the  executor  in 
trust  for  the  sole  and  separate  use  of  the 
wife,  but  is  applicable  only  to  children  of 
the  testator.  Bird's  Estate,  2  Pars.  Sel.  £q. 
Cas.  168. 

A  daughter-in-law  substituted  by  codicil 
as  legatee  for  testator's  son  will  take  tlie 
legacy  subject  to  advances  to  the  son.  Bueh- 
ler's  Appeal,  100  Pac.  385. 

Whether  money  loaned  to  a  son-in-law  is 
to  be  considered  as  a  gift  to  the  daughter, 
his  wife,  so  as  to  deduct  from  her  share  un- 
der her  father's  will,  is  a  question  of  in- 
tention, the  burden  of  proof  being  on  the 
party  alleging  it  to  be  so.  Park's  Estate, 
supra. 

Where  a  father  loaned  money  to  his  sos, 
and  thereafter  accepted  a  bond  and  mortsragc 
by  his  son's  wife  in  lieu  of  his  son's  resjions- 
ibility,  a  subsequent  forgiving  of  the  debt, 
and  cancelation  of  the  note  and  mortgage, 
will  not  constitute  an  advancement  to  the 
son  which  must  be  deducted  from  the 
amount  given  the  son  by  his  father's  will. 
Ex  parte  Middleton,  42  S.  C.  178,  20  S.  £. 
34. 

Gifts  of  money  made  to  a  husband  by  hit 
father-in-law  before  the  date  of  his  will,  will 
not  he  charged  against  the  wife  as  an 
ademption  of  her  legacy.  Re  Lyoni^  71 
Iowa,  376,  30  N.  W.  042. 
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-never  heard  of  this  memoTandum,  that  he 
-was  ignorant  of  it  altogether,  that  he 
"thought  it  a  donation  from  a£fection,  and 
hence  never  accepted  it  as  an  advancement. 
The  mere  memorandum  of  the  parent  con- 
cludes him  as  to  everything  except  the  valua- 
■tion  of  the  property." 

But  it  is  argued  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
^ft  evidenced  by  S.  B.  Dyer's  deed,  if  it  was 
«  gift,  was  to  the  son-in-law,  and  not  to  the 
-daughter,  of  the  donor,  it  cannot  be  charged 
-to  her  as  an  advancement  in  th«  distribution 
of  the  estate.  The  contention  thus  plainly 
«tated  cannot  be  maintained.  While  we  have 
been  unable  to  find  any  decision  of  this  court 
«overing  this  precise  question,  we  find  abun- 
dant authorities  in  the  decision  of  the 
-courts  of  other  states  directly  adverse  to 
the  position  of  counsel  for  plaintiff  in  error. 
In  the  case  of  Bridgers  v.  Hutchins,  33  N.  C. 
(11  Ired.  L.)  08,  the  court  said:  "A  gift 
to  the  husband  during  coverture  is  undoubt- 
«dly  an  advancement  to  the  wife."  And  in 
Haglar  v.  McCombs,  66  N.  C.  345,  it  was 
«&id.  "It  can  scarcely  be  contended  that  a 
^ft  of  property  to  a  son-in-law  would  not  be 
prima  facie,  an  advancement  to  the  wife; 
and,  this  being  so,  no  reason  is  seen  why  the 
payment  of  the  husband's  debts  would  not 
be  equally  an  advancement,  and  no  reason 
is  seen  why  the  father's  having  become  sure- 
ty for  those  debts  should  malce  the  payment 
the  less  an  advancement."  In  the  case  of 
McDearman  v.  Hodnett,  83  Va.  281,  2  S.  E. 
643,  the  court,  referring  to  the  opinion  last 
«ited,  said:  "The  appellant,  however,  con- 
tends that  these  principles  do  not  apply  in 
this  state  to  a  case  like  the  present,  because 
of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  4,  1877, 
«ommonly  called  the  married  woman's  act 
'Acts  1876-77,  p.  333).  The  argument  is 
that  the  act  changed  the  relation  of  a  bus- 
hand  towards  his  wife  as  respects  her  prop- 
erty, which  is  no  longnr  subject  to  his  dis- 
posal, or  to  the  payment  of  his  debts,  but  is 
to  be  possessed  and  controlled  by  her  as 
though  she  were  a  feme  sole.  This  may  be 
true,  but  we  do  not  perceive  that  it  affects 
the  question  before  us.  The  object  of  the 
act  is  to  secure  to  married  women  the  en- 
joyment and  control  of  their  property,  but 
not  to  interfere  with  the  dominion  over  and 
right  of  disposal  of  one's  property,  or  with 
the  general  law  as  respects  the  dealings  be- 
tween parents  and  their  children,  or  the  dis- 
tribution of  decedents'  estates.  The  question 
of  advancements  is,  therefore,  not  touched 
or  in  any  way  influenced  by  the  act;  nor 
was  it  designed  to  have  any  such  influence." 
Similar  rulings  from  the  courts  of  other 
states  might  be  multiplied.  In  2  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  ft  Pr.  pp.  326-327,  it  is 
said:  "It  is  well  settled  by  the  authorities 
that  the  donor's  intention  is  the  controlling 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


principle  in  the  application  of  the  doctrine 
of  advancements,  and  that  whatever  the  do- 
nor intended  as  an  advancement  should  be  so 
considered,  without  regard  to  the  mode  of 
making  it  or  of  securing  the  actual  enjoy- 
ment of  it.  According  to  this,  principle  it 
has  many  times  been  held  that  a  gift  to  a 
son-in-law  during  the  life  of  the  donee's  wife 
constitutes  an  advancement  to  the  wife,  and 
it  is  immaterial  that  the  daughter  does  not 
know  of  the  advancement  to  the  son-in-law, 
or  that,  by  reason  of  improper  investments 
or  otherwise,  the  daughter  does  not  in  fact 
derive  any  benefit  from  the  advancement. 
Thus  the  payment  by  a  father  of  his  son-in- 
law's  debts  may  constitute  an  advancement 
to  the  daughter.  ...  It  has  been  held 
that  the  married  women's  property  act,  se- 
curing to  them  their  separate  property,  did 
not  prevent  an  advancement  to  tile  son-in- 
law  from  being  deemed  an  advancement  to 
the  daughter."  See  in  this  conection,  the 
cases  of  Lindsay  v.  Piatt,  9  Fla.  150;  Bruce 
V.  Slemp,  82  Va.  352,  4  S.  E.  692;  Dilley  v. 
Love,  61  Md.  603;  Wilson  v.  Wilson,  18 
Ala.  176;  Stewart  v.  Pattison,  8  Gill,  46; 
Barber  v.  Taylor,  9  Dana,  84;  Baker  v. 
Leathers,  3  Ind.  558;  1  Am.  St,  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  774,  775;  14  Cyc.  Law  ft 
Proe.  p.  166.  What  is  said  in  the  eases 
from  which  the  above  quotations  are  tak- 
en, and  those  which  are  cited,  renders  fur- 
ther elaboration  of  the  question  unnecessary. 

There  was  some  attempt  to  show  that 
Ireland  secured  possession  of  the  land  by  a 
purchase  from  Jim  Dyer,  the  son  of  S.  B. 
Dyer,  of  Jim  Dyer's  interest  in  the  proper- 
ty; but  there  is  absolutely  no  evidence  to 
show  that  the  latter  had  either  title  to,  or  the 
right  of  possession  of,  the  property  in  ques- 
tion; and  in  view  of  what  we  have  ruled 
above  as  to  the  effect  of  the  deed,  and  the 
further  fact  that  it  clearly  appears  that 
Ireland  received  and  accepted  the  deed  to 
this  property  from  his  father-in-law,  and 
went  into  possession  of  the  property,  the 
court  below  was  clearly  right  in  giving  to 
the  deed  the  construction  which  he  placed 
upon  it. 

2.  But  while,  ss  shown  above,  we  agree 
with  the  trial  judge  in  his  construction  of 
the  deed  from  S.  B.  Dyer  to  W.  W.  Ireland, 
containing,  as  it-  does,  the  provision  above 
set  forth,  it  still  does  not  appear  that  the 
direction  of  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  de- 
fendant in  the  case  was  authorized  by  the 
evidence;  for,  if  the  evidence  introduced  by 
the  plaintiff  should  be  taken  as  true  (and 
of  its  effect  the  jury  were  the  sole  judges), 
the  plaintiff  had  not  received  her  distribu- 
tive share  of  the  estate,  as  shown  by  the 
uncontroverted  evidence,  after  deducting 
from  that  distributive  share  the  value-  of 
the  advancement  at  the  time  of  the  convey- 
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ance;  and  the  rule  is  that  ereiy  advance- 
ment, unless  a  value  is  agreed  on  at  the  time 
of  its  acceptance,  shall  be  estimated  at  its 
value  at  the  time  of  the  advancement.  Civil 
Code  1895,  §  3478. 
Judgment  reversed. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 


iiiiiiNois  supreme:  cotmT. 

THOMAS  J.  O'CALLAGHAN 

V. 

•    DELLWOOD  PARK  COMPANY,  Appt 

(242  III.  336,  89  N.  E.  1005.  ) 

Carrier  —  scenic    railway  —  care    re- 
quired. 

1.  The  operator  of  a  scenic  railway  is 
bound  to  use  the  highest  degree  of  care. and 
caution  for  the  safety  of  its  patrons,  and 
do  all  that  human  care  and  foresight  can 
reasonably  do,  consistent  with  the  mode  of 
conveyance  and  the  practical  operation  of 
the  railway,  to  prevent  accidents  to  patrons 
while  riding  in  its  cars. 

E^vidence  ^  presnmptten  —  scenic  rail- 
way —  erratic  operation. 

2.  The  sudden  stopping  of  a  car  on  a 
scenio  railway,  caused  apparently  by  some- 
thing on  the  track,  which  is  not  a  part  of 
its  ordinary  operation,  and  causes  a  pas- 
senger to  be  thrown  out  and  injured,  creates 
a  presumption  of  negligence  on  the  part  of 


the  owner,  sufficient  to  eany  t*  the  Jaty 
the  question  of  liability  for  the  injury. 
Appeal  —  Improbable  evidence  —  right 
to  disregard. 

3.  The  appellate  court,  in  reviewing  a  n- 
fusal  to  direct  a  verdict  for  defendant  in 
an  action  to  recover  damages  for  personai 
injuries,  cannot  disregard  evidence  merely 
because  it  is  improbable. 

(Cartwright  and  Dunn,  JJ.,  dissent) 
(October  26,  1009.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judpntnt 
of  the  Appellate  Court,  Second  District, 
affirming  a  judgment  ot  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Will  County  in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  damages  for  per- 
sonal injuries  alleged  to  have  been  caused 
by  defendant's  negligence.    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Carter,  J. : 

This  is  an  action  on  the  case  to  recover 
damages  for  injuries  which  the  appellee  sus- 
tained Septemi>er  25,  1906,  at  Dellwood 
park,  Will  county,  Illinois,  by  being  thrown 
from  a  "scenic  railway"  operated  by  tie 
appellant.  On  the  trial  before  a  jury  in 
the  circuit  court  of  Will  county,  a  verdict 
was  returned  for  $1,600  against  (.ppellant. 
Appellee  was  required  by  the  trial  court  to 
remit  $400,  and  judgment  was  then  entered 
for  $1,200.  This  judgment,  on  appeal  to  the 
appellate  court,  was  affirmed.  Appellant 
thereupon  prayed  this  appeal. 


Note.  —  Liability  of  operator  of  acenic 
railroad  or  sitniUtr  device  to  pttsaen- 
gers. 

In  Lumsden  ▼.  L.  A.  Thompson  Scenic  R. 
Co.  130  App.  Div.  209,  114  N.  Y.  Supp.  421, 
it  was  held  that  a  corporation  operating  a 
scenic  railway  by  the  use  of  cars  which, 
after  being  drawn  up  a  steep  incline,  were 
allowed  by  the  force  of  gravity  to  descend 
steep  and  abrupt  declines  along  a  devious 
track,  was  not  guilty  of  negligence  in  fail- 
ing to  notify  a  passenger  who  knew  the 
general  nature  of  the  ride  which  she  was 
about  to  take,  that  she  must  hold  onto  the 
car,  and  not  fall  off.  The  court  said  that 
it  was  the  case  of  a  person  putting  himself 
in  a  position  of  obvious  danger  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  the  sensation  caused  by 
the  sudden  and  violent  motion  of  the  car, 
and  that  sueh  person  assumes  the  risk  of 
the  ride  caused  by  the  usual  and  expected 
motion  of  the  car.  The  court  called  atten- 
tion to  the  facta  that  the  evidence  showed 
that  plaintiff  selected  her  own  seat,  and 
voluntarily  placed  herself  in  a  position  in 
the  car  from  which  she  was  thrown  by  a 
sudden  forward  lurch,  and  that  there  was 
no  evidence  in  the  case  to  show  that  the  car 
was  out  of  order,  or  that  the  lurch  or  jerk 
that  happened  when  plaintiff  fell  was  un- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


usual,  or  that  it  was  aiiytliing  more  than 
must  have  been  anticipated  by  one  using 
the  appliance. 

In  Knottnerus  v.  North  Park  Street  R. 
Co.  93  Mich.  348,  17  T...R.A.  726,  63  N.  W. 
529,  it  was  held  that  the  owners  of  a  pleas- 
ure resort  did  not,  by  granting  permission 
to  another  to  operate  a  roller  coaster,  be- 
come insurers  against  accidents  to  persons 
patronising  tlie  losuipe,  or  become  liable  for 
his  carelessness.  The  court  said:  "A  rol- 
ler coaster  is  not  a  snare  or  an  explosive. 
It  is,  in  and  of  itself,  notice  of  its  charac- 
ter and  purpose.  Its  presence  and  operation 
involve  no  danger  to  those  who  keep  away 
from  it." 

Washington  Luna  Park  Co.  v.  Goodrich 
(Va.)  66  S.  E.  977,  is  a  case  in  which  a 
collision  between  two  cars  on  a  roller  const- 
er  operated  by  defendant  in  a  negligent  and 
careless  manner  injured  plaintiff,  who  wa.^ 
riding  as  a  passenger  for  hire  in  one  of 
the  cars.  It  was  merely  held  that  the  de- 
claration was  not  demurrable. 

Upon  the  general  question  of  the  liability 
of  one  maintaining  a  place  of  amusement  to 
whieh  the  public  is  invited  for  safety  of 
persons  visiting  tlte  preniisos,  see  notes 
to  Higgins  v.  Franklin  Countv  Agri.  Soe.  .1 
L.R.A.(N.8.)  1132;  and  BlnkeW  v.  White 
Star  Line,   19  L.R.A.(N.S.)    772. 
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Dellwood  park  is  an  amusement  rrgort 
managed  by  appellant.  On  the  evening  of 
the  day  in  question,  the  appellee,  with  Wil- 
liam Kirby,  went  to  the  park,  and  about 
9  o'clock,  each  having  paid  the  regular  fare 
of  5  cents,  took  the  front  seat  in  a  car.  The 
scenic  railway  is  approximately  2,000  feci 
in  length,  and  the  cars  upon  it  are  shaped 
somewhat  like  a  cutter  or  sleigh,  having  two 
seats,  each  capable  of  holding  two  adults  or 
three  children.  The  back  of  the  front  seat 
was  high  enough  to  furnish  a  protection  for 
those  in  the  back  seat,  while  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  persons  riding  on  the  front  sent 
there  was  an  iron  bar  turning  on  a  swivel, 
which  was  elevated  to  permit  persons  to 
take  their  seats,  and  was  then  drawn  down 
over  their  laps.  This  was  about  waist  high 
when  a  person  was  seated,  and  could  be 
held  onto  by  the  passenger  to  steady  him 
during  the  ride.  Under  each  car  were  four 
wheels,  flat  and  without  flanges,  running 
upon  a  maple  rail  about  t  inches  wide, 
which  was  laid  upon  a  plank  or  timber  about 
2  inches  thick,  resting  on  cross-ties.  On 
each  side  of  the  track  were  guide  boards 
16  or  18  inches  high,  also  a  2-inch  plank 
and  a  maple  strip  to  guide  the  side  wheels. 
On  each  side  of  the  oar  were  two  guide 
wheels,  which  played  against  these  maple 
strips.  The  cars  ran  by  gravity  the  greater 
part  of  the  distvnce.  A  part  of  the  way 
the  railway  was  upon  trestlework  elevated 
considerably  above  the  ground.  Passengers 
entered  the  car  at  a  platform  which  was  lo- 
cated on  the  upper  edge  of  a  valley,  and 
was  some  42  feet  above  the  lowest  point  in 
the  tracks.  *  After  they  were  seated,  the  car 
was  started  by  hand,  and  then  propelled 
by  an  endless  chain  up  an  incline,  when  it 
was  released  from  the  endless  chain  and 
dropped  15  feet  down  a  sharp  incline,  there- 
by gaining  the  principal  momentum  for  the 
trip.  At  several  places  the  track  ran  up 
over  a  short  artificial  hill,  and  then  dropped 
again.  The  road  was  circuitous,  and  con- 
tained numerous  curves.  The  cars  reached 
the  foot  of  the  incline  almost  directly  below 
the  starting  point,  and  were  then  drawn  by 
an  endless  chain  up  an  incline  to  the  start- 
ing platform.  Nearly  at  the  end  of  the  por- 
tion of  the  road  traveled  by  the  force  of 
gravity  were  two  appliances  called  "brakes," 
located  some  distance  apart,  each  operated 
by  a  man,  and  intended  to  reduce  the  speed 
of  the  car,  the  second  brake  so  checking  it 
that  the  car  could  be  caught  by  the  endless 
chain  and  carried  again  to  the  starting 
point.  On  the  night  of  the  accident,  seven 
cars  were  in  operation,  running  at  equal 
distances  apart,  taking  a  little  less  than  two 
minutes  to  make  the  circuit.  None  of  the 
cars  were  accompanied  by  persons  in  charge. 
After  appellee  and  Kirby  had  been  seated 
28  L.R.A.<N.S.) 


in  the  front  end  of  the  car,  as  heretofore 
stated,  and  it  had  gone  down  the  first  de- 
clivity, the  car  came  to  a  sharp  curve  some 
600  feet  from  the  starting  point  and  6  feet 
above  the  ground.  They  both  testified  that 
the  motion  of  the  car  was  suddenly  checked, 
Kirby  stating  that  the  car  was  just  barely 
moving,  and  afterwards  testifying  that  it 
stopped;  appellee  testified  that  it  stopped, 
but  afterwards  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  it  had  stopped  or  not.  Both  of 
them  stated  that  there  was  a  grinding  noise 
underneath.  Kirby  said  that  it  sounded 
as  if  they  were  passing  over  stone  and 
gravel,  while  the  appellee  likened  it  to 
something  hanging  to  the  side  or  bottom 
of  the  car.  Tlie  latter  sat  on  the  left- 
hand  side,  which  was  the  outside  of  the 
curve,  and  had  hold  of  the  handle  bar  with 
his  left  hand.  When  the  car  was  thus  sud- 
denly checked  on  the  curve,  appellee  was 
thrown  out  of  the  car  and  fell  on  the  stones 
underneath,  while  Kirby  was  pitched  for- 
ward over  the  handle  bar,  but  remained  in 
the  car,  which  immediately  resumed  its  mo- 
tion. When  it  readied  the  second  brake  at 
the  bottom  of  the  incline,  Kirby  got  out 
and  hurried  across  to  where  appellee  hud 
fall«),  and  found  him  lying  on  the  stones,, 
seriously  hurt  about  the  face  and  mouth. 
Kirby  testified  that  appellee  was  conscious, 
while  appellee  and  an  employee  of  appellant 
who  was  there  at  the  time  testified  that  he 
was  unconscious.  Portions  of  the  park  were 
lighted  by  electricity,  but  the  place  where 
this  accident  happened  was  in  darkness,  and 
there  was  no  eyewitness  to  it  except  Kirby 
and  appellee.  Employees  of  appellant  testi- 
fied that  all  of  the  cars  had  been  inspected 
on  the  morning  of  that  day,  and  were  then 
in  good  order,  and  were  again  inspected  a 
short  time  after  the  accident  and  nothing 
found  wrong;  that  the  next  morning  the 
track  was  inspected  at  the  place  of  the  ac- 
cident, and  there  was  nothing  there  to  indi- 
cate what  had  caused  it. 

Mr.  E.  Meers  for  appellant. 

Mr.  J.  W.  D'Arcy,  for  appellee: 

The  rule  applicable  to  common  carriers 
of  passengers,  such  as  railways,  and  persons 
owning  elevators,  requiring  the  exercise  of 
the  highest  degree  of  care  consistent  with 
the  practical  operation  of  the  road  and  the 
mode  of  conveyance,  applies  to  scenic  rail- 
ways. 

Hartford  Deposit  Co.  v.  SoUitt,  172  111. 
222,  64  Am.  St.  Rep.  35,  60  N.  E.  178; 
Springer  v.  Ford,  189  111.  430,  52  L.R.A.  930,^ 
82  Am.  St.  Rep.  404,  69  N.  E.  963;  Chicago 
Exch.  Bldg.  Co.  v.  Nelson,  197  III.  334,  04 
N.  E.  369;  Treadwell  v.  Whittier,  80  Cal. 
575,  5  L.R.A.  498,  13  Am.  St.  Rep.  175,  22 
Pac.  220  J  Pell  v.  Joliet,  P.  ft  A.  B.  Co.  23» 
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111.  SIO,  87  N.  E.  642;  Lake  Street  Elev. 
R.  Co.  y.  Burgess,  200  lU.  628,  66  N.  £. 
215. 

A  prima  facie  case  of  negligence  was  made 
out  by  showing  the  happening  of  the  ac- 
cident and  injury. 

Chicago  City  R.  Co.  ▼.  Smith,  226  IlL  182, 
80  N.  E.  716;  New  York,  C.  *  St.  L.  R. 
Co.  V.  Blumenthal,  160  111.  48,  43  N.  E.  809; 
Pennsylvania  Co.  y.  Roy,  102  U.  S.  455,  26 
L.  ed.  143;  Chicago  ft  A.  R.  Co.  y.  Pills- 
bury,  123  111.  9,  5  Am.  St.  Rep.  483,  14  N. 
E.  22 ;  Chicago  Union  Traction  Co.  y.  Giese, 
229  111.  263,  82  N.  E.  232;  North  Chicago 
Street  R.  Co.  v.  Cotton,  140  111.  486,  29  N. 
E.  899;  Hill  v.  Chicago  City  R.  Co.  127  111. 
App.  152;  Quincy  Gas  &  Electric  Co.  y. 
Schmitt,  123  III.  App.  647;  Illinois  C.  R. 
Co.  V.  Phillips,  55  111.  199;  Schaller  v.  In- 
dependent Brewing  Asso.  225  111.  492,  80  N. 
E.  334;  Illinois  C.  R.  C.  y.  Prickett,  210  111. 
140,  71  N.  E.  435,  109  III.  App.  468. 

The  rule  applied  to  carriers  of  passengers 
Is  not  a  special  rule,  to  govern  only  their 
conduct,  but  it  is  a  general  rule,  which  may 
be  applied  wherever  the  circumstances  im- 
pose upon  one  party  alone  the  obligation  of 
special  care. 

Cooley,  Torts,  666;  North  Chicago  Street 
R.  Co.  y.  Cotton,  supra;  Hamilton  v.  The 
William  Branfoot,  48  Fed.  914;  Mullen  y. 
St.  John,  57  N.  Y.  568,  16  Am.  Rep.  530; 
Lyons  y.  Rosenthal,  11  Hun,  46;  Smith  v. 
British  &  N.  A.  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet 
Co.  80  N.  Y.  408;  Gerlach  y.  Edelmeyer,  16 
Jones  &  S.  292;  Briggs  y.  Oliver,  4  Hurlst. 
A  C.  407;  John  Morris  Co.  y.  Burgess,  44 
111  App.  27 ;  Payne  v.  Halstead,  44  III.  App. 
97 ;  Volkmar  v.  Manhatton  R.  Co.  134  N.  Y. 
418,  30  Am.  St  Rep.  678,  31  N.  E.  870; 
Simson  v.  London  General  Omnibus  Co.  L. 
R.  8  C.  P.  390. 

Carter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
«ourt: 

Appellant  contends  that  the  trial  court 
«rred  in  giving  two  instructions  at  the  re- 
quest of  appellee,  holding,  in  effect,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  appellant,  in  operating 
the  scenic  railway,  to  exercise  the  highest 
degree  of  care  and  caution  for  the  safety 
of  its  passengers,  and  to  do  all  that  hu- 
man foresiglit  and  vigilance  could  reasonably 
do,  consistent  with  the  mode  of  conveyance 
and  the  practical  operation  of  the  railway, 
to  prevent  accidents  to  passengers  while 
riding  on  its  cars.  This  is  the  rule  laid 
down  in  this  state  as  to  common  carriers. 
Frank  Parmelee  Co.  y.  Wheelock,  224  III. 
194,  79  N.  E.  652;  North  Chicago  Street 
R.  Co.  y.  Polkey,  203  111.  225,  67  N.  E.  793; 
West  Chicago  Street  R.  Co.  y.  Tuerk,  193 
III.  385,  01  N.  E.  J087;  Cliicngo  tt,  A.  R.  Co. 
v.  Pillsbury,  123  111.  0,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  483, 
26  L.R.A.{N.S.) 


14  N.  E.  22.  We  have  also  held  that  peraons 
operating  passenger  elevators  in  bnildinga 
are  charged  with  the  same  high  degree  of 
care.  Hartford  Deposit  Co.  y.  Sollitt,  172 
HI.  222,  64  Am.  St  Rep.  35,  50  N.  E.  178; 
Chicago  Exch.  Bldg.  Co.  y.  Nelson,  197  lU. 
334,  64  N.  E.  369;  Steiskal  v.  Marshall  Field 
&  Co.  238  111.  92,  87  N.  E.  117.  In  Tread- 
well  y.  Whittier,  80  Cal.  674,  6  LJt.A  498, 
13  Am.  St  Rep.  175,  22  Pae.  266,  the  court, 
in  discussing  the  measure  of  care  required 
of  persons  operating  elevators  in  buildings 
for  the  carrying  of  passengers,  stated  that 
"the  utmost  care  and  diligence  must  be 
used  by  persons  engaged  in  such  employ- 
ments to  avoid  injury  to  those  they  carrv. 
The  care  and  diligence  required  is  propor- 
tioned to  the  danger  to  the  persons  carried. 
In  proportion  to  the  degree  of  danger  to 
others  must  be  the  care  and  diligence  to  be 
exercised.  Where  the  danger  is  great,  the 
utmost  care  and  diligence  must  be  em- 
ployed. In  such  cases  the  law  requires  ex- 
traordinary care  and  diligence."  This  doc- 
trine was  quoted  with  approval  by  this 
court  in  Springer  v.  Ford,  189  111.  430,  52 
L.R.A.  930,  82  Am.  St.  Rep.  464,  59  N.  E. 
953.  Why  is  not  this  rule  applicable  to 
those  operating  cars  upon  a  scenic  railway, 
such  as  the  one  here  in  question  T  The  pas- 
sengers carried  therein  are  subject  to  great 
risk  of  life  and  limb.  The  steep  inclines, 
sharp  curves,  and  great  speed  necessarily  are 
sources  of  peril. 

The  argument  of  appellant,  that  the  char- 
acter of  this  scenic  railway  was,  of  itself, 
notice  of  the  danger  to  its  passengers;  that 
its  presence  and  operation  involved  no  dan- 
ger to  those  who  kept  away  from  it;  that  in 
this  regard  it  differed  from  steam  or  elec- 
tric railways  or  passenger  elevators  in 
buildings;  and  that  therefore  such  railway 
should  not  be  held  a  common  carrier,— docs 
not  appeal  to  us.  Should  the  motive  which 
causes  a  person  to  take  passage  make  any 
difference  as  to  the  degree  of  responsibility 
with  which  the  carrier  is  charged?  Pas- 
senger elevators  are  frequently  operated  in 
buildings  in  order  to  convey  persons  to  some 
vantage  point  where  they  can  overlook  t 
great  city  or  some  other  object  of  interest, 
and  trips  on  electric  cars  are  often  made 
solely  for  pleasure. 

The  precise  question  now  under  discus- 
sion has  not  been  decided  by  this  court,  and 
our  attention  has  not  been  called  to  any  case 
where  the  degree  of  care  and  responsibility 
resting  upon  those  managing  a  railway  of 
this  kind  has  been  considered.  The  nearest 
in  point,  perhaps,  is  Knottncmus  v.  Xorth 
Park  Street  R.  Co.  93  Mich.  348,  17  L.R.A. 
726,  53  N.  W.  629.  ITiat  was  as  to  the 
operation  of  a  roller  coaster,  and  th4  street 
railway  company,  while  it  owned  the  amuse- 
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ment  park  where  the  coaster  was  being  op- 
erated did  not  own  or  operate  the  device 
itself.  Many  of  the  authorities  cited  by  ap- 
pellant discusn  only  the  responsibility  and 
degree  of  care  required  of  the  managers  and 
operators  of  ordinary  places  of  amusement, 
and  not  the  care  required  in  the  operation  of 
scenic  railways  or  other  amusement  contriv- 
ances in  the  nature  of  common  carriers.  See 
Williams  v.  Mineral  City  Park  Asso.  5  A.  & 
£.  Ann.  Cas.  024,  and  note  (128  Iowa,  32,  I 
X.R.A.(N.S.)  427,  111  Am.  St.  Rep.  184,  102 
N.  W.  783) ;  Scanlon  v.  Wedger,  16  L.R.A. 
395,  and  note  (156  Mass.  462,  31  N.  E.  642) 
Brotherton  v.  Manhattan  Beach  Improv.  Co. 
48  Neb.  563,  33  L.R.A.  598,  58  Am.  St.  Rep. 
709,  67  N.  W.  479;  Hallyburton  v.  Burke 
County  Fair  Asso.  119  N.  C.  526,  388  L.  R.A, 
156,  26  8.  E.  114.  We  think  not  only  by 
fair  analogy,  but  on  reason  and  sound  pub- 
lic policy,  appellant  should  be  held  to  the 
same  degree  of  responsibility  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  railway  in  question  as  a  com- 
mon carrier. 

At  the  close  of  plaintiff's  evidence,  and 
also  at  the  close  of  the  case,  counsel  for  the 
appellant  moved  to  instruct  .the  jury  to 
find  for  the  defendant  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  evidence  to  support  the  charge 
of  negligence  as  made  in  the  declaration. 
Appellant  insists  that  the  recent  case  of 
Lumsden  v.  Thompson  Scenic  R.  Co.  130 
App.  Div.  209,  114  N.  Y.  Supp.  421,  upholds 
its  contention  on  this  question.  We  do  not 
deem  that  case  in  point,  as  there  no  unusual 
or  extraordinary  motion  of  the  car  was 
shown  by  the  proof,  and  there  was  no  evi- 
dence that  anything  happened  upon  the  trip 
which  was  not  usual  and  made  necessary  by 
such  ordinar}'  motion.  Here  there  was  a 
sudden  stop  testified  to  by  appellee  and  his 
companion,  caused,  apparently,  by  something 
on  the  track.  It  is  very  clear  from  the  tes- 
timony that  this  was  an  unusual  occurrence. 
A  presumption  of  negligence  has  been  held 
to  exist  against  the  carrier  in  cases  where 
the  accident  has  been  caused  by  a  sudden 
jerk  of  the  train.  Chicago  City  R.  Co.  v. 
Rood,  103  III.  477,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  478, 
45  N.  E.  238 ;  Dougherty  v.  Missouri  R.  Co. 
81  Mo.  325.  51  Am.  Rep.  239 

If  the  injury  of  a  passenger  is  caused  by 
apparatus  wholly  under  the  control  of  a 
carrier  and  furnished  and  managed  by  it, 
and  the  accident  is  of  such  a  character  that 
it  would  not  ordinarily  occur  if  due  care  is 
used,  the  law  raises  a  presumption  of  negli- 
gence. This  presumption  arises  from  the 
nature  of  the  accident  and  the  attending 
circum-stances,  and  not  from  the  mere  fact 
of  the  accident  itself.  Barnes  v.  Danville 
Street  R.  Co.  235  HI.  566,  126  Am.  St.  Rep. 
237,  85  N.  E.  921 ;  Chicago  Union  Traction 
Co.  V.  Giese,  229  111.  260,  82  N.  E.  232;  Chi- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


cago  City  R.  Co.  v.  Rood,  supra.  We  think 
the  proof  offered  on  behalf  of  the  appellee 
brings  this  case  squarely  within  the  rule 
laid  down  in  these  decisions.  Appellant  was 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  a  com- 
mon carrier.  Appellee  had  paid  his  fare  and 
was  riding  in  a  car  of  the  railway  in  charge 
of  appellant.  The  testimony  on  behalf  cf 
appellee  tends  to  show  that  he  was  using 
due  care,  and  that  the  injury  was  caused  by 
apparatus  wholly  under  the  control  of  ap- 
pellant and  furnished  and  managed  by  it, 
and  that  the  accident  was  of  such  character 
that  it  would  not  ordinarily  occur  if  due 
care  had  been  used  by  appellant  in  the 
management  of  its  railway.  This  is  suf- 
ficient prima  facie  proof  of  negligence  to 
impose  upon  appellant  the  onus  of  rebutting 
it.  On  this  proof  the  law  raises  a  presump- 
tion of  negligence. 

Counsel  for  appellant  earnestly  insists 
that  these  authorities  do  not  apply  in  thia 
case,  and  bases  his  contention,  as  we  under- 
stand his  argument,  on  the  fact  that  the  evi- 
dence of  appellee  and  his  companion,  Kirby, 
is  so  unreasonable  that  it  should  be  rejected. 
Counsel  insists  that  the  proof  shows  that 
the  seven  cars  on  the  scenic  railway  at  the 
time  of  the  accident  were  running  about  ten 
seconds  apart,  and  that  if  the  car  canning 
the  .appellee  and  Kirby  had  been  stopped  or 
checked,  as  testified  to  by  them,  the  car 
following  would  have  bumped  into  it.  The 
argument  is  also  made  that  if  the  car  in 
which  appellee  was  riding  had  been  slowed 
up  or  stopped,  as  they  testified,  the  car, 
being  on  a  curve  at  the  time  of  the  accident, 
would  not  have  been  able  from  the  grade  to 
gain  enough  motion  to  reach  the  end  of  tha 
line.  Appellant  insists  in  this  connection 
that  appellee  could  not  have  been  thrown 
out  of  the  car,  as  claimed  by  himself  and 
Kirby;  that  they  must  have  been  standing 
up  in  the  car  and  scuffling,  because  Kirby, 
when  the  car  reached  the  end  of  the  line, 
had  appellee's  hat  in  his  hand.  No  direct 
testimony  supports  such  a  conclusion,  and 
we  do  not  think  it  can  be  fairly  inferred 
from  any  evidence  in  the  record.  Conceding, 
for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  the  testi- 
mony of  appellee  and  his  associate  might, 
for  any  reason,  be  Improbable,  we  cannot  on 
that  account  disregard  it.  In  the  recent 
case  of  Zetsche  v.  Chicago,  P.  ft  St.  L.  R. 
Co.  238  111.  240,  244,  87  N.  E.  412,  413,  we 
considered  this  identical  question,  and  we 
there  said:  "The  appellate  court  and  the 
trial  judge  are  required  by  the  law,  upon 
the  question  being  properly  raised,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  element  of  improba- 
bility, and,  if  either  regards  the  verdict  as 
clearly  against  the  preponderance  of  the 
evidence,  a  new  trial  should  be  awarded. 
We  cannot,  upon  consideration  of  this 
67 
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motion,  reject  testimony,  unless  it  is  con- 
trary to  some  natural  law;  as,  for  example, 
evidence  that  on  a  certain  occasion  the  sun 
at  noontime  in  this  latitude  cast  a  shadow 
to  the  south."  It  appears  from  the  evidence 
that  the  rails  upon  which  these  cars  ran 
were  greasy  from  tiie  oil  and  grease  that 
fell  from  the  cars  and  that  the  bearings  of 
the  cars  were  frequently  oiled.  We  cannot 
say  from  the  record  before  us  that  it  would 
be  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature,  even  if 
the  car  came  to  a  full  stop,  for  it  to  move 
on  again  on  account  of  the  grade  and  with- 
out being  bumped  by  the  car  coming  next 
behind  it.  The  proof  most  favorable  to  the 
appellee,  on  consideration  of  the  motion  to 
find  for  the  appellant,  stands  alone.  We 
can  consider  nothing  else.  Libby,  McNeill 
ft  Libby  v.  Cook,  222  111.  206,  78  N.  E.  609; 
Pronskevitch  v.  Chicago  ft  A.  R.  Co.  232 
111.  136,  83  N.  E.  646;  Rciter  v.  Standard 
Scale  ft  Supply  Co.  237  111.  374,  86  N.  E. 
745. 

The  motion  for  a  prc-emptory  instruction 
was  properly  denied. 

The  judgment  of  the  Appellate.  Court  will 
be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed.  | 

Cartwrlght  and  Dunn,  JJ.,  dissent. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  December  9, 
lOUU. 


UililNOIS  SUPREME  COURT. 

WILLIAM  F.  BARKER 
•    v. 
CHICAGO,  PEORIA,  ft  ST.  LOUIS  RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY,  Appt. 

(243  111.  482,  90  N.  E.  1057.) 

Trial  —  Jury  —  negligence  —  unlocking 
derailing  device. 

1.  The  jury  must  decide  whether  or  not  a 
railroad  company  is  guilty  of  negligence  in 
maintaining  a  derailing  device  in  a  switch 
track  connecting  with  its  main  track,  so 
that  it  can  be  closed  by  anyone,  and  cars 
on  the  switch  run  out  on  to  the  main  track, 
where  they  can  come  into  collision  with  a 
passenger  train. 

Carrier  —  mall  —  public  service  —  ex- 
emption from  negligence. 

2.  A  railroad  company  in  carrying  the 
mail  is  not  a  public  officer  or  agent,  so  as  to 
be  exempt  from  liability  for  injuries  caused 
by  the  negligence  of  its  servants  which  re- 
sults in  injury  to  a  mail  clerk. 

Same  —  Injury  to  mail  clerk  »  liabili- 
ty. 

3.  A  railroad  company  is  liable  for  an 
injury  inflicted  upon  a  postal  clerk  in  its 
mail  car  by  the  negligence  of  its  emplovees, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


to  the  same  extent  as  to  a  puseoger  lor 
hire. 

(December  22, 1909.). 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  jndgnmt 
of  the  Appellate  Court,  Third  District, 
altirming  a  judgment  of  tiie  Circuit  Court 
for  Sangamon  County  in  plaintiff's  favor  in 
an  action  brought  to  recover  danugn  for 
personal  injuries  for  which  defendant  was 
alleged  to  be  responsible.     Affirmed. 

Tlie  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Wiloon,  'Warren,  &  Child,  for 
appellant: 

Defendant  did  not  owe  plaintiff  the  high- 
est degree  of  care,  because,  in  transporting 
him,  it  was  not  acting  in  the  capacity  of  a 
common  carrier. 

Blank  v.  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  182  111.  332, 
65  N.  E.  332;  Chicago,  R.  I.  ft  P.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hamler,  215  111.  625,  1  L.RJl.(N.S.)  674, 
106  Am.  St.  Rep.  187,  74  N.  E.  705,  3  A  ft 
E.  Ann.  Cas.  42;  Baltimore  ft  0.  S.  W.  R. 
Co.  v.  Voigt,  170  U.  S.  498,  44  L.  ed.  560, 
20  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  385. 

The  carriage  of  mail  is  purely  a  govern- 
mental functibn. 

Central  R.  ft  Bkg.  Co.  v.  Lampley,  76  .\la. 
357,  62  Am.  Rep.  334;  Hankers'  Mut. 
Casualty  Co.  v.  Minneapolis,  St  P.  ft  S.  Ste. 
M.  R.  Co.  65  L.R.A.  3U7,  64  C.  C.  A.  611, 


Note.  —  Liability  of  carrier  for  itijurt 
to  mail  derk. 

This  note  is  supplementary  to  the  notes 
to  Cleveland,  C.  C.  ft  St  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Ket- 
cham,  19  L.R.A.  339,  and  Lindsey  v.  Penn- 
sylvania R.  Co.  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)   218. 

In  Arrowsmith  v.  Nashville  ft  D.  R.  Co. 
57  Fed.  165,  it  was  held  that  a  railroad 
company  contracting  for  the  carriage  of  the 
United  States  mails  impliedly  contracts  at 
the  same  time  safely  to  carry  the  mail 
clerks,  having  lawful  custody  of  the  mails, 
and  that  the  compensation  for  the  carriage 
of  such  clerks,  in  custody  of  the  mail,  must 
be  regarded  as  included  in  the  compensation 
paid  by  the  government  for  the  carriage  of 
its  mails,  so  as  to  create  the  relation  of 
carrier  and  passenger. 

And  so,  except  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the 
decisions  are  ruled  by  statute,  it  is  held  that 
a  railway  mail  clerk,  in  the  service  of  the 
government  while  traveling  on  a  mail  car  in 
charge  of  the  mails,  is  a  passenger.  South- 
em  P.  Co.  V.  Cavin,  75  C.  C.  A.  350,  144 
Fed.  348 ;  Chesapeake  ft  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Pattoa, 
23  App.  D.  C.  113 ;  Wabash  R.  Co.  v.  Jellison, 
324  III.  App.  652;  Malott  v.  Central  Trust 
Co.  168  Ind.  428,  79  N.  E.  369,  11  A.  ft  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  870 ;  Louisville  ft  N.  R.  Co.  v.  King- 
man, 18  Ky.  L.  Rep.  82,  35  S.  W.  264;  Lib- 
by V.  Maine  C.  R.  Co.  85  Me.  34,  20  L.R.A. 
812,  26  Atl.  943;  Decker  v.  Chicago,  M.  *  Su 
P.  R.  Co.  102  Minn.  99,  112  N.  W.  901 ;  Hos- 
kins  v.  Northern  P.  R.  Co.  39  Mont  394, 
102  Fao.  988  i  Ulinoia  a  R.  Co.  v.  Porter. 
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117  Fed.  434;  Conwell  v.  Voorhees,  13  Ohio, 
526,  42  Am.  Dec.  206;  Hutching  v.  Braclcett, 
22  N.  H.  252,  53  Am.  Dec.  248. 

The  government  could  not  compel  defend- 
ant to  carry  the  mail  and  a  postal  clerk  to 
attend  it. 

Atlantic  &  P.  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Chicago,  R.  I. 
t  P.  It.  Co.  6  Biss.  158,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  632; 
I'nited  States  v.  Union  P.  R.  Co.  91  U.  8. 
72,  23  L.  ed.  224;  Sinking  Fund  Cases,  90 
U.  S.  700,  26  L.  ed.  486;  Union  P.  R.  Co.  v. 
United  States,  104  U.  S.  602,  20  L.  ed.  884; 
United  States  v.  Central  P.  R.  Co.  118  U. 
S.  233,  30  L.  ed.  173,  6  Snp.  Ct.  Rep.  1038. 

A  contract  to  carry  the  mail  does  not 
make  the  postal  clerk  a  passenger. 

Price  ▼.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  113  U.  S. 


218,  28  L.  ed.  980,  S  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  427; 
Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  v.  Price,  96  Pa.  230. 

In  carrying  the  mails  the  carrier  does  not 
act  as  a  common  carrier. 

Central  R.  Bkg.  Co.  t.  Lampley,  supra; 
Bosttm  Ins.  Co.  v.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R. 
Co.  118  Iowa,  423,  69  L.R.A.  790,  92  N.  W. 
88;  Conwell  t.  Voorhees,  13  Ohio,  623,  42 
Am.  Dec.  206;  Nolton  t.  Western  R.  Corp. 
16  N.  Y.  444,  69  Am.  Dee.  623;  Bankers' 
Mut.  Casualty  Co.  ▼.  Minneapolis,  St.  P.  It 
Ste.  M.  R.  Co.  supra. 

The  service  performed  In  transporting 
plaintiff  cannot  be  separated  from  the 
service  performed  in  carrying  the  mail.         { 

Blank  t.  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.;  Chicago,  R. 


117  Tenn.  13,  94  8.  W.  006,  10  A.  ft  E.  Ann. 
fas.  789 ;  Houston  ft  T.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  McCul- 
lough,  22  Tex.  Civ.  App.  208,  55  S.  VV.  392; 
Sproule  V.  St.  Louis  ft  S.  F.  R.  Co.  (Tex. 
Civ.  App.)  91  S.  W.  657;  Norfolk  ft  W.  R. 
Co.  V.  Shott,  92  Va.  34,  22  8.  E.  811;  Kenny 
V.  Canadian  P.  R.  Co.  6  Terr.  L.  Rep.  420. 

In  Wabash  R.  Co.  v.  Jellison,  supra,  it  was 
held  that  the  mail  ilerk  was  a  passenger,  al- 
though he  was  not  en  route,  but  was  in  the 
mail  car  on  a  side  track  in  the  railroad  com- 
pany's yards,  where,  pursuant  to  long-con- 
tinued custom,  the  car  was  switched  and  al- 
lowed to  stand  during  the  night  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  mail  clerk,  who  received  and  as- 
sorted mail  from  connecting  railroads. 

In  Stoddard  v.  New  York,  N.  H.  ft  H.  R. 
Co.  181  Mass.  422,  63  N.  E.  027,  the  court 
assumed  that  a  postal  clerk  who  was  unload- 
ing the  mail  from  the  mail  car,  which  had 
been  placed  upon  a  side  track,  and  had  been 
there  for  ten  minutes,  still  had  the  rights  of 
a  paasenger. 

The  railroad  company  owes  such  mail 
clerk  the  same  duty  and  degree  of  care  that 
it  owes  to  a  passenger  for  hire.  Cavin.v. 
Southern  P.  Co.  69  C.  C.  A.  366,  136  Fed. 
592;  Southern  R.  Co.  T.  Harrington,  (Ala.) 
52  So.  87;  Chesapeake  ft  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Pat- 
ton  ;  Malott  V.  Central  Trust  Co. ;  Decker  v. 
Chicago,  M.  ft  St.  P.  R.  Co.;  Houston  ft  T. 
(".  R.  Co.  v.  McCullough  and  Norfolk  ft  W. 
R.  Co.  v.  Shott, — supra. 

It  is  liable  for  an  injury  to  him  caused 
by  a  collision  between  its  trains.  Chesa- 
peake ft  0.  R.  Co.  V.  Patton ;  Wabash  E.  Co. 
V.  Jellison;  Malott  v.  Central  Trust  Co.; 
Tvouisville  ft  N.  R.  Co.  t.  Kingman;  and  Nor- 
folk ft  W.  R.  Co.  V.  Shott, — supra. 

— or  for  a  derailment  caused  by  failure  to 
keep  the  track  in  repair.  Southern  P.  Co.  v. 
Cavin;  Libby  v.  Maine  C.  R.  Co.;  Sproule  v. 
St.  Louis  ft  S.  F.  R.  Co. ;  and  Kenny  v.  Ca- 
nadian P.  R.  Co., — supra. 

— or  for  a  derailment  caused  by  running 
at  a  rate  of  speed  not  reasonably  prudent, 
on  a  sharp  reverse  curve,  down  an  unusual- 
ly steep  grade.  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Porter, 
supra;  i 

— or  for  an  injury  caused  by  an  unusual  I 
and  unnecessary  jar  while  making  a  coup- ' 
26  LJUA.(N.S.) 


ling.  Houston  ft  T.  0.  R.  Co.  t.  McCullough, 
supra; 

— or  for  a  cold  contracted  because  of  its 
failure  to  heat  the  mail  car.  Southern  R. 
Co.  v.  Harrington,  supra; 

^-or  because  of  its  failure  to  provide  suit- 
able  doors  so  as  to  keep  out  severely  cold 
weather.  Decker  v.  Chicago,  M.  ft  St.  P.  R. 
Co.  supra. 

In  Hoskins  v.  Northern  P.  R.  Co.  supra,  it 
was  held  that  where  a  postal  clerk,  after 
completing  his  trip,  was  returning  home  (off 
duty)  in  a  mail  car  and  was  injured  by  s 
derailment,  the  burden  of  proof  was  on  him 
to  show  that  the  railroad  company  was  un- 
der either  express  or  implied  obligation  to 
carry  him. 

In  Stoddard  ▼.  New  York,  N.  H.  ft  H.  R. 
Co.,  supra,  it  was  held  that  the  railroad  com- 
pany was  not  liable  for  an  injury  caused  by 
a  collision  due  solely  to  the  fault  of  another 
carrier,  but  under  the  defendant's  control. 

However,  in  Yarrington  v.  Delaware  ft  H, 
Co.  143  Fed.  565,  affirmed  in  81  C.  C.  A.  622, 
152  Fed.  390,  it  was  held  that  although,  un- 
der the  Pennsylvania  act  of  1868,  a  postal 
clerk  employed  on  a  railroad  train  in  Penn- 
sylvania was  not  a  passenger,  the  act  did 
not  apply  so  as  to  bar  his  right  to  recover 
from  another  company  for  an  injury  caused 
by  a  collision  between  the  car  in  which  he 
was  working  and  the  train  of  such  other 
company  wrongfully  on  the  track  over 
which  the  train  was  passing  in  which  plain- 
tiff was  employed. 

In  Pittsburgh  ft  L.  E.  R.  Co.  v.  Bishop, 
13  Ohio  C.  C.  380,  it  was  held  that,  because 
of  the  Pennsylvania  statute,  a  postal  clerk 
injured  while  on  duty  in  Pennsylvania,  due 
to  the  negligence  of  the  company  owning 
and  operating  the  train  on  which  he  was  en- 
gaged in  tlie  performance  of  his  duties, 
could  not  recover  from  such  company  in  the 
Ohio  courts. 

The  Pennsylvania  statute  of  1808  was 
held  not  repugnant  to  any  provision  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  in  Martin  v.  Pitts- 
burgh ft  L.  E.  R.  Co.  203  U.  S.  284,  61  L. 
ed.  184,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  100,  8  A.  4  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  87. 
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I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Hamler;  and  Baltimore  ft 

0.  S.  W.  R.  Co.  V.  Voigt ;— supiu. 

A  postal  clerk  haa  no  greater  rights 
against  a  railway  company  because  he  is 
employed .  by  the  government,  than  would 
belong  to  any  other  person  similarly  em- 
ployed by  others  than  the  government. 

•Price  V.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  DUpra. 

Persons  under  similar  employments,  such 
as  express  messengers,  sleeping-car  porters, 
and  circus  employees,  are  not  passengers  en- 
titled to  the  highest  degree  of  care. 

Blank  v.  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.;  Chicago,  R. 

1.  &  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Hamler;  and  Baltimore  & 
O.  S.  W.  R.  Co.  V.  Voigt,— supra;  Bates  v. 
Old  Colony  R.  Co.  147  Mass.  255,  17  N.  E. 
633;  Hosmer  v.  Old  Colony  R.  Co.  156 
Mass.  506,  31  N.  E.  652;  Louisville,  N.  A. 
&  C.  R.  Co.  V.  Keefer,  146  Ind.  21,  38  L.R.A. 
63,  58  Am.  St.  Rep.  318,  34  N.  E.  790; 
Pittsburgh,  C.  C.  &.  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v. 
Mahoney,  148  Ind.  1S6,  40  L.R.A.  101,  62 
Am.  St.  Rep.  603,  46  N.  E.  017,  47  N.  E. 
464;  Robertson  v.  Old  Colony  R.  Co.  156 
Mass.  526,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  482,  31  N.  E. 
650;  Griswold  v.  New  York  &  N.  E.  R.  Co. 
53  Conn.  371,  55  Am.  Rep.  115,  4  Atl.  261, 
Coup  T.  Wabash,  St.  L.  &  P.  R.  Co.  56 
Mich.  Ill,  56  Am.  Rep.  374,  22  N.  W.  215; 
Express  Cases,  117  U.  S.  1,  29  L.  ed.  791,  6 
Sup.  Ct  Rep.  542,  628;  Peterson  v.  Chicago 
&.  N.  W.  R.  Co.  119  Wis.  197,  100  Am.  St. 
Rep.  879,  96  N.  W.  532;  Donovan  ▼. 
Pennsylvania  Co.  61  L.R.A.  140,  67  C.  0.  A. 
362,  120  Fed.  215;  New  York  C.  &,  H.  R.  R. 
Co.  v.  Difendaffer,  62  C.  C.  A.  1,  125  Fed. 
893;  McDermon  v.  Southern  P.  Co.  122  Fed. 
669. 

Defendant  is  a  governmental  agency  per- 
forming a  governmental  function,  and,  being 
such,  is  not  liable  for  the  negligence  of  its 
employees. 

Bankers'  Mut.  Casualty  Co.  v.  Minne- 
apolis, St.  P.  &  S.  Ste.  M.  R.  Co.  and  Central 
R.  &  Bkg.  Co.  V.  Lampley,  supra;  Conwell 
V.  Voorhees,  13  Ohio  526,  42  Am.  Dec. 
206;  Hutchins  v.  Brackett,  and  Boston  Ins. 
Co.  T.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.,  supra. 

No  third  person  has  a  right  to  bring  an 
action  ex  delicto  for  injuries  resulting  from 
a  breach  of  contract  between  two  contract- 
ing parties,  unless  the  third  person  sus- 
tains an  injury  for  which  he  would  have  a 
right  of  action  though  no  such  contract  has 
been  made. 

Winterbottom  v.  Wright,  10  Mees.  &  W. 
109;  Longnieid  v.  Holliday,  6  Kxch.  761; 
Buckley  v.  Gray,  110  Cal.  330,  31  L.R.A. 
862,  52  Am.  St.  Rep.  88,  42  Pac.  900; 
Fowler  v.  Athens  City  Waterworks  Co.  83 
Oa.  210,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  31.3,  »  S.  E.  073; 
Roddy  V.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  104  Mo.  234, 
12  L.R.A.  746,  24  Am.  St.  Rep.  333,  16  S. 
26  L.RA.(N.S.) 


W.    1112;    Peabody    Bldg.    ft  L.  Asso.  r. 
Houseman,  89  Pa.  261,  33  Am.  Bep.  757. 

The  carriage  being  private  and  provided 
for  by  an  express  agreement,  the  obligationi 
of  the  parties  are  only  aueli  U  an  found 
in  that  agreement. 

Walker  v.  Brown,  28  III.  378,  81  Am.  Dec. 
287;  Ford  v.  McVay,  55  111.  119;  15  Am.  t 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  178;  King  t. 
Woodruff,  23  Conn.  56,  60  Am.  Dec  625; 
Richardson  v.  Maine  Ins.  Co.  40  Me.  395, 
74  Am.  Dec.  459;  Austin  v.  Wohler,  5  III 
App.  310;  Wilcox  V.  Dodge,  12  III  App. 
527;  Illingsworth  v.  Slosson,  19  III.  App. 
614;  Berber  v.  McLaughlin,  97  111.  App.  107. 

Before  one  is  entitled  to  the  rights  of  a 
passenger  the  contractual  relation  must  be 
proved. 

Chicago  &  E.  I.  R.  Co.  t.  Jennings,  190 
111.  478,  54  L.R.A.  827,  60  N.  E.  818;  Illinos 
C.  R.  Co.  v.  O'Keefe,  168  IlL  116,  39  L.IU. 
148,  61  Am.  St.  Rep.  68,  48  N.  £.  294. 

Messrs.  Albert  Salzensteiii  and  John  L. 
King  for  appellee. 

Dann,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  appellee  recovered  a  judgment  against 
appellant  for  personal  injuries,  which  t'.ie 
appellate  court  affirmed.  Appellant  lias 
brought  the  record  to  this  court  for  review. 

Tlie  appellee  was  a  postal  clerk  in  the 
United  States  railway  mail  service,  runnin,' 
between  Peoria  and  SpringGeld  over  appel- 
lant's railroad.  His  injuries  were  received 
while  he  was  attending  to  his  duties  in  th.- 
mail  car  attached  to  the  appellant's  train, 
and  were  caused  by  a  collision  between  that 
train  and  two  coal  cars  which  had  run  out 
upon  appellant's  main  track  from  a  switcJ 
connecting  such  track  with  an  adjoining  coal 
mine.  There  was  evidence  tending  to  shaw 
negligence  on  the  part  of  appellant's  serv- 
ants in  permitting  the  coal  cars  to  come 
upon  the  main  track. 

The  appellant  claims  that  it  is  not  liable, 
because,  in  carrying  the  mail  and  the  route 
agent  in  charge  of  it,  the  appellant  was  a 
governmental  agency  performing  a  govern- 
mental function,  and  was  therefore  not  lia- 
ble for  the  negligence  of  its  employees.  It 
further  contends  that  plaintiff  was  not  a 
passenger;  that  the  highest  duty  it  owed 
him  was  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,  and 
that  the  court  erred  in  instructing  the  jury 
tliat  it  was  appellant's  duty  to  do  all  that 
human  care,  vigilance,  and  foresight  could 
reasonably  do  to  guard  against  accidents. 

The  first  question  arose  upon  appellant's 
motion,  at  the  close  of  all  the  evidence,  to 
instruct  the  jury  to  return  a  verdict  for 
the  defendant.  The  switch  track  from 
which  the  coal  cars  came  upon  the  ma-'ti 
track  waa  built  and  maintained  by  tlie  rail- 
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road  company  at  the  mine  company's  coit, 
and  was  used  by  appellant's  switching  crews 
in  taking  the  loaded  cars  from  the  mine  for 
transportation.  There  was  a  derailing  de- 
vice in  the  switch  track  about  135  feet  from 
the  main  track,  which  had  no  lock,  but 
could  be  opened  or  closed  by  any  person,  and 
it  was  due  to  the  fact  that  this  device  was 
closed  instead  of  open,  as  it  should  have 
been,  that  the  accident  occurred.  It  was 
therefore  a  question  of  fact  whether,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  the  appellant  was 
negli^nt  in  guarding  its  main  track  against 
cars  coming  upon  it  from  the  switch  track; 
and  this  question  was  properly  submitted 
to  the  jury,  unless  the  appellant's  conten- 
tion is  sustained  that  it  was  engaged  in  the 
performance  of  a  governmental  function  and 
therefore  not  liable  for  the  negligence  of 
its  employees.  Waiving  the  question  wheth- 
er the  construction  of  the  switch  and  de- 
railing device  in  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  constructed  was  not  negligence  of  the 
appellant  itself  as  distinguished  from  the 
negligence  of  its  servants,  the  case  will  be 
considered  as  if  the  negligence  which  the 
evidence  tended  to  prove  were  only  negli- 
gence of  the  servants  of  appellant  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has 
the  power  to  establish  postoflices  and  post 
loads,  and  has  assumed  exclusive  charge  of 
the  carrirje  and  delivery  of  the  mail,  pro- 
hibiting any  private  person  from  engaging 
therein.  In  so  doing  the  government  is  en- 
gaged in  the  discharge  of  a  governmental 
function.  The  principle  is  well  recognized 
that  public  officers  and  agents  of  the  gov- 
ernment are  exempt,  as  such,  from  liability 
to  answer  for  the  acts  of  their  subordinates. 
They  are  liable  for  their  own  personal  neg- 
ligence or  defaults  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  but  not  for  the  acts  or  defaults  of  in- 
ferior officials  in  the  public  service,  whether 
appointed  by  them  or  not.  Robertson  v. 
Sichel,  127  U.  S.  607,  32  L.  cd.  203,  8  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  1286.  The  appellant,  however,  is 
not  a  public  oHicer  or  a  public  agent.  It 
is  a  contractor  with  the  government  for  the 
performance  of  a  special  service,  viz.,  the 
carrying  of  the  mail,  and  the  same  reason 
does  not  exist  for  holding  it  exempt  from 
liability  for  the  negligence  of  its  servants 
as  for  holding  the  Postmaster  General  or  a 
postniaster  exempt  from  liability  for  the  de- 
faults of  those  who  act  under  them  in  the 
public  service,  as  agents  of  the  government. 
"The  responsibility  of  a  public  officer  for 
the  acts  and  defaults  of  those  employed  by 
or  under  him  depends  upon  the  question 
whether  such  persons  are  acting  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  as  agents  of  the  government,  by 
direct  appointment  or  by  authorized  sub-  j 
appointment,  or  whether  they  are  his 
26  L.RJ»i.(N.S.) 


private  agents  and  servants  employed  by 
virtue  of  his  individual  and  independent  au- 
thority, and  paid  by  and  responsible  to  him, 
whom  he  can  employ,  retain,  and  dismiss  at 
will,  'in  other  words,  whether  the  situation 
of  an  inferior  is  a  public  office  or  a  private 
service.'  1  Am.  Lend.  Cas.  (Hare  &  W.) 
78S.  If  the  subordinates  are  the  agents  and 
servants  of  the  officer,  not  by  an  official 
employment,  but  to  assist  him,  as  an  in- 
dividual, in  the  discharge  of  bis  official 
service,  the  reason  ceases  for  the  nonappli- 
cation  of  the  doctrine  of  respondeat  ail' 
perior  and  for  exemption  from  liability  for 
their  misconduct  or  negligence."  Central 
R.  &  Bkg.  Co.  V.  Lampley,  73  Ala.  357,  52 
Am.  Rep.  334. 

The  case  just  cited  was  a  suit  brought  by 
a  bank  against  a  railroad  company  for  the 
loss,  from  the  mail,  of  money  contained  in 
a  registered  letter,  through  the  negligence 
of  the  servants  of  the  company,  and  it  was 
held  that  the  company  would  be  liable  in  a 
proper  form  of  action.  In  the  case  of 
Sawyer  v.  Corse,  17  Gratt.  230,  94  Am.  Dec. 
445,  the  supreme  court  of  Virginia,  after 
a  thorough  consideration  of  the  exemption 
of  public  officers  and  agents  from  responsi- 
bility for  the  acts  and  defaults  of  those  em- 
ployed by  or  under  them  in  the  discharge 
of  their  public  duties,  and  an  examination 
of  the  decided  cases,  held  a  mail  contractor 
liable  to  the  sender  for  the  loss  from  the 
mail,  through  negligence  of  the  contractor's 
servant,  of  a  letter  containing  money. 

^Xhe  exemption  of  public  officers  from  re- 
sponsibility for  the  negligence  or  positive 
wrongs  of  their  subordinates  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  public  duties  arises  from 
considerations  of  public  policy.  Competent 
persons  would  not  be  willing  to  accept  posi- 
tions which  imposed  upon  them  liability  for 
torts  and  wrongs  committed  by  subordinates 
whom  they  did  not  appoint  and  could  not 
discharge.  These  considerations  do  not  ap- 
ply to  a  corporation  undertaking,  by  con- 
tract, to  perform  work  or  render  service  for 
the  government  for  a  compensation  to  be 
paid  to  it  and  with  a  view  to  its  own  profit, 
and  where  its  subordinates  are  employed 
and  paid  by  it  and  liable  to  be  dismissed  at 
its  pleasure.  It  is  said  in  Sawyer  v.  Corse, 
supra:  "Such  a  contractor  is  in  no  just  and 
proper  sense  an  officer  of  the  government, 
and  though  he  may  be  said  to  be  in  a  cer- 
tain sense  an  agent  of  the  government  be- 
cause he  is  engaged  in  working  for  the  gov- 
ernment, yet  the  laborers  and  others  whom 
he  employs  under  him  in  the  execution  of 
his  contract  cannot  be  said  to  be  agents  of 
the  government,  which  does  not  know  them, 
does  not  appoint  them,  does  not  control 
them,  does  not  pay  them,  and  has  nothing 
to  do  with  them.    .    .    .    He  is  not  such  a 
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public  agent  .  .  .  because  he  is  work- 
ing for  his  own  profit  hy  fulfilling  a  con- 
tract which  he  has  bound  himself  to  perform 
and  for  which  he  is  to  receive  compen- 
sation." 

The  maxim  of  respondeat  tuperior  is 
founded  on  the  principle  that  lie  who  expects 
to  derive  advantage  from  an  act  which  is 
done  by  another  for  him  must  answer  for 
any  injury  which  another  may  susta-in  from 
it.  We  know  of  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
apply  here.  The  employees  of  the  appellant 
were  not  public  officers  or  in  any  official 
sisrvice  or  employment.  They  were  not  em- 
ployed for  the  special  service  of  transporting 
the  mails,  but  were  the  private  servants  of 
appellant,  engaged  in  the  work  of  appellant 
in  the  general  business  of  transportation  for 
its  benefit  and  profit,  employed  by  appel- 
lant, and  subject  to  be  discharged  at  its 
pleasure.  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
servants  of  the  appellant,  by  whose  negli- 
gence the  injury  to  appellee  is  claimed  to 
have  occurred,  were  even  incidentally  en- 
gaged in  any  way  in  the  transportation  of 
the  mails. 

Several  cases  have  been  cited  which  have 
held  that  a  mail  contractor  is  not  liable  for 
the  loss  of  property  transmitted  by  mail 
and  lost  through  the  carelessness  of  the  con- 
tractor's servants.  They  are  Conwell  v. 
Voorhees,  13  Ohio,  62G,  42  Am.  Dec.  206, 
Uutchins  r.  Brackett,  22  N.  H.  2S2,  53  Am. 
Dec.  248,  Boston  Ins.  Co.  v.  CL<=cago,  R.  I. 
A  P.  R.  Co.  118  Iowa,  423,  59  L.R.A.  706, 
92  X.  W.  88,  and  Bankers'  Mut.  Casualty 
Co.  v.  Minneapolis,  St.  P.  ft  S.  Ste.  M.  R. 
Co.  05  L.R.A.  397,  54  C.  C.  A.  008,  117  Fed. 
434.  These  cases  proceed  upon  the  theory 
that  mail  contractors  are  public  agents,  and 
not  responsible  for  the  omissions,  negligence, 
or  misfeasance  of  those  employed  by  them. 
We  think  the  cases  which  hold  the  contrary 
are  supported  by  the  sounder  reason.  No 
case  has  been  cited  holding  that  a  railroad 
company  is  not  liable  for  injury  caused  to 
a  postal  clerk  by  the  negligence  of  its  em- 
ployees while  in  the  mail  car  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties.  There  are  numerous  de- 
cisions that  they  are  so  liable  to  the  same 
extent  as  to  a  passenger  for  hire.  Malott 
v.  Central  Trust  Co.  108  Ind.  428,  70  N.  E.. 
369,  11  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  879;  Seybolt  v. 
New  York,  L.  E.  &  W.  K.  Co.  95  N.  Y.  602, 
47  Am.  Rep.  75;  Mcllor  v.  Missouri  P.  R. 
Co.  105  Mo.  455,  10  L.R.A.  30,  10  S.  W.  849; 
Gulf,  C.  &  S.  r.  R.  Co.  v.  Wilson,  79  Tex. 
371,  11  L.R.A.  488,  23  Am.  St.  Rep.  345,  15 
S.  W.  280;  Libby  v.  Maine  C.  R.  Co.  85  Me. 
34,  20  L.R.A.  812,  28  Atl.  943;  Lindsey  v. 
Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  20  App.  D.  C.  503,  3 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  218,  0  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  802; 
Collett  v.  London  4  N.  W.  R.  Co.  10  Q.  B. 
984. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


It  is  insisted  that  the  appellant  eonld  not 
be  compelled,  as  a  common  carrier,  to  tnuu- 
port  the  mail,  but  that  its  contract  to  do 
so  was  a  mere  private  contract,  which  did 
not  impose  upon  it  any  liability  as  a  com- 
mon carrier  to  the  appellee,  since  it  was 
under  no  common-law  or  statutory  obli- 
gation to  carry  him  in  the  manner  he  wai 
carried  at  the  time  of  the  accident  The 
appellee  was  lawfully  on  the  train,  to  be 
carried  by  the  appellant  for  a  consideration 
received  by  it  under  its  contract  with  tlie 
government  as  its  compensation  for  carry- 
ing the  mail  and  the  person  in  charge  of  it 
Under  such  circumstances  the  law  imposes 
upon  the  railroad  company  the  duty  of 
carrying  safely,  and  the  degree  of  care  re- 
quired is  commensurate  with  the  dangerous 
consequences  likely  to  result  from  negli- 
gence. Whether  or  not,  in  a  strict  sense, 
the  relation  of  carrier  and  passenger  exists 
between  the  railroad  company  and  the 
postal  clerk,  courts  hold  with  substantial 
unanimity  that  a  postal  clerk  upon  a  rail- 
way train  is  entitled  to  the  same  measure 
of  care  as  an  ordinary  passenger  for  hire. 
He  has  as  good  a  right  to  be  upon  the  train 
as  the  ordinary  passenger,  and  bis  life  is 
just  as  valuable.  The  moral  duty  to  exer- 
cise care  to  avoid  injuring  him  is  the  same, 
and  no  valid  reason  exists  for  a  distinction 
in  the  legal  duty.  The  rule  that  requires 
the  exercise  of  the  utmost  care  and  vigi- 
lance to  guard  against  accident  extends  to 
every  case  in  which  a  carrier  receives  and 
agrees  to  transport  another  not  in  its  em- 
ployment, whether  by  contract  with  the 
person  to  be  carried  or  with  some  other 
person  by  whom  the  person  to  be  carried  is 
employed  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the 
employer's  business  upon  the  cars  or  other 
conveyances  of  the  carrier.  In  case  the  per- 
son so  to  be  carried  is  injured  through  the 
negligence  of  the  carrier  or  its  servants, 
without  his  fault,  hia  right  to  recover  dam- 
ages rests  upon  the  same  basis  as  that  of  an 
ordinary  passenger  for  hire.  Recoveries 
have  been  had  on  this  basis  in  many  other 
cases  besides  those  already  cited.  The 
principle  has  been  applied  to  postal  clerks, 
express  messengers,  persons  riding  on  a 
drover's  pass,  and  persons  permitted  to  con- 
duct a  business  on  a  public  conveyance  by 
arrangement  with  the  carrier.  Gleeson  v. 
Virginia  Midland  R.  Co.  140  U.  S.  435,  35 
L.  ed.  458,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  859;  Nolton  v.  I 
Western  R.  Corp.  15  N.  Y.  444,  09  Am.  Dee.  ! 
623;  Blair  v.  Erie  R.  Co.  06  N.  Y.  313,  23  ' 
Am.  Rep.  56;  Brewer  v.  New  York,  L.  E.  j 
&  W.,R.  Co.  124  N.  Y.  50,  11  L.ILA.  483,  ! 
21  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  26  N.  E.  324;  Pennsyl-  I 
vania  Co.  v.  Woodworth,  20  Ohio  St.  535;  i 
Baltimore  &  0.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  72  Md.  36, 
0  L.R.A.  700,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  434,  18  AtL 
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1107 :  Decker  t.  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  Co. 
102  Minn.  99,  112  N.  W.  901;  Illinois  C. 
R.  Co.  y.  Crudup,  63  Miss.  291;  Grant  v. 
Raleigh  &  G.  R.  Co.  108  N.  C.  462,  13  S.  E. 
209;  Hammond  t.  Northeastern  R.  Co.  6  S. 
C.  130,  24  Am.  Rep.  407 ;  Louisville  ft  N.  R. 
Co.  T.  Kingman,  18  Ky.  L.  Rep.  82,  35  S.  W. 
204;  Norfolk  t  Vf.  K.  Co.  v.  Shott,  02  Va. 
34,  22  S.  E.  811;  Com.  t.  Vermont  &  If.  B. 
Co.  lOS  Mass.  7,  11  Am.  Rep.  301;  Yeo- 
maus  V.  Contra  Costa  Steam  NaT.  Co.  44 
Cal.  71;  New  York,  C.  ft  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v. 
Blumenthal,  160  111.  40,  43  N.  E.  809;  Cavin 
V.  Southern  P.  Co.  09  C.  C.  A.  366,  136  Fed. 
692;  New  York  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Lockwood,  17 
Wall.  375,  21  L.  ed.  627;  Yarrington  v. 
Delaware  ft  H.  Co.  (C.  C.)  143  Fed.  605; 
Jennings  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.  15  Ont. 
App.  Rep.  477;  3  Thomp.  Neg.  §§  2040- 
2651;  2  Hutchinson,  Carr.  3d  ed.  §§  1017, 
1018. 

In  Pennsylvania  it  has  been  held  that  the 
right  of  action  of  a  postal  clerk  for  injuries 
received  while  being  carried  in  the  mail  car 
is  only  such  as  would  esist  if  he  was  an 
employee  of  the  railroad  company,  and  does 
not  stand  on  the  same  footing  as  that  of  a 
passenger.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  v.  Price, 
90  Pa.  256;  Foreman  v.  Pennsylvania  R. 
Co.  196  Fa.  499,  46  Atl.  109.  But  those  de- 
cisions are  based  upon  the  construction  of 
a  statute  of  Pennsylvania.  They  hold  that 
"passengers,"  as  used  in  that  statute,  were 
intended  to  be  distinguished  from  persons 
"lawfully  engaged  or  employed  on  or  about 
the  roads,  works,  depots,  and  premises  of 
a  railroad  company,  or  in  or  about  any 
train  or  car  therein  or  thereon,  of  which 
company  such  person  is  not  an  employee," 
and  that  postal  clerks  ara  included  within 
the  latter  class  as  distinguished  from  pas- 
sengers. Those  cases  are  therefore  not  in 
conflict  with  tlw  doctrine  of  the  other  cases 
cited. 

We  have  held  that  a  railroad  company,  in 
contracting  with  an  express  company  for  the 
transportation  of  express  matter  and  the 
company's  messengers  in  charge  thereof, 
may  require  an  exemption  from  liability  for 
the  negligence  of  its  employees,  and  that  a 
contract  made  by  the  messenger  with  the 
express  company  in  consideration  of  his  em- 
ployment, assuming  all  risk  of  injury  in 
the  course  of  his  employment,  occasioned  by 
the  negligence  of  the  railroad  company,  and 
releasing  the  railroad  company  from  lia- 
bility to  him  therefor,  was  not  against  pub- 
lio  policy,  but  would  be  enforced.  Blank  v. 
Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  182  III.  332,  55  N.  E.  332. 
The  same  rule  has  been  applied  to  a  like 
contract  made  by  a  sleeping-car  porter. 
Chicago,  R.  I.  ft  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Hamler,  215 
111.  625,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  674,  106  Am.  St. 
Rep,  187,  74  N.  E.  705,  3  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


42.  The  principle  on  which  these  cases  were 
dcided  is  that  the  railroad  company  is  not 
bound  to  receive  and  haul  over  its  road  ex- 
press cars  or  sleeping  cars,  or  to  furnish  to 
the  owners  of  such  cars  facilities  for  carry- 
ing on  their  business  on  its  railroad.  It 
may  undertake  to  do  so;  but,  if  it  does,  the 
undertaking  is  not  the  performance  of  a 
duty  imposed  by  law,  but  is  a  special  con- 
tract, giving  rights  which,  as  a  common  car- 
rier, it  could  not  be  compelled  to  grant. 
The  principle  is  announced  in  numerous  de- 
cisions of  other  courts,  but  is  not  applicable 
here.  There  was  no  release  of  the  appel- 
lant's liability,  either  by  the  appellee  or  by 
the  government.  Even  if  it  be  conceded 
that  the  appellant  was  not  a  common  car- 
rier as  to  the  appellee,,  and  that  the  ap- 
pellee was  not  a  passenger,  yet  appellant 
was  liable  to  the  appellee  for  negligence  to 
the  same  extent  as  to  a  passenger,  and  the 
fact  that  his  contract  to  release  the  appel- 
lant from  liability  would  have  been  valid 
is  not  important,  unless  he  actually  made  a 
contract  to  release  it.  The  trial  court, 
therefore,  did  not  err  in  instructing  the  jury 
as  to  the  measure  of  care  required  of  the  ap- 
pellant. 

The  judgment  of  the  Appellate  Court  is 
affirmed. 

Petition   for   rehearing  denied   February 
IS,  1910. 


KANSAS  SUPREME  COURT. 

"       LEO  N.  LESLIE,  PIff.  in  Err., 

V. 

CHARLES  E.  GIBSON. 
(80  Kan.  604,  103  Fac.  115.) 

Judgment  ^  parties  entitled  to  open. 

1.  A  person  whose  interest  in  real  estate 
has  been  barred  by  a  judgment  quieting 
title  rendered  against  his  grantor  in  an 
action  to  which  he  was  not  a  party,  where- 
in service   was  made  by   publication  only, 

Headnotea  by  Benson,  J. 


tfote.  —  Is  remedy  of  party  to  open  a 
default  Judgment  available  to  hi» 
.privies. 

Default  based  upon  constructive  service  of 
process. 

The  right  of  the  privy  of  a  party  to  open 
a  default  judgment  based  upon  constructive 
service  of  process  is  to  be  determined  by  the 
application  of  essentially  different  principles 
than  is  the  question  of  such  right  where  con- 
sidered with  reference  to  judgments  in  gen- 
eral. It  is  a  theory  of  the  law  that  no  per- 
son shall  be  deprived  of  any  valuable  right 
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has  the  same  right  to  have  the  judgment 
opened  and  to  make  his  defense  that  the 
party  from  whom  he  obtained  such  inter- 
est has,  under  §  77  of  the  Civil  Code. 
Same  —  subsequent  assignee. 

2.  This  rule  should  be  applied  to  a  per- 
son who  holds  title  under  a  conveyance  or 
assignment  made  after  the  judgment  in  such 
a  proceeding  has  been  entered,  if  there  is 
no  imputation  of  bad  faith,  and  no  interven- 
ing equities  are  affected. 

(July  3,  1909.) 

17  EROR  to  the  District  Court  for  Seward 
J  County  to  review  an  order  denying  a 
motion  to  vacate  an  order  opening  a  judg- 
ment and  to  set  aside  the  judgment  there- 
upon obtained.    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Benson,  J.: 

Leo  N.  Leslie  commenced  a  suit  to  quiet 
title  against  several  parties,  including  Arch- 
ibald J.  Berry  and' the  Showalter  Mortgage 
Company.  Service  was  by  publication,  and 
judgment  was  rendered  upon  default  against 
all  the  defendants.  Within  two  years  after 
the  judgment  had  been  entered,  Charles  E. 
Gibson  filed  a  motion  to  open  the  judgment, 
and  for  leave  to  defend.    He  was  not  a  party 


to  the  action,  but  was  the  assignee  of  a 
mortgage  given  to  the  Showalter  Mortgage 
Company  by  Archibald  J.  Berry,  assigned 
by  the  company  to  Celia  C.  Prentiss,  and  by 
her  to  Gibson.  An  affidavit  made  by  Celia 
C.  Prentiss  was  filed,  setting  forth  the  mak- 
ing and  assignments  of  the  mortgage,  and 
stating:  "I  had  no  actual  notice  of  the 
commencement  or  pendency  of  the  above-en- 
titled suit,  affecting  the  southwest  quarter 
of  section  No.  twenty-two  (22),  township 
No.  thirty-four  (34)  south,  range  No.  thir- 
ty-two (32)  west,  in  Seward  county,  Kan- 
sas, until  January  21,  1904,  And  further 
deponent  sayeth  not."  No  other  affidavit 
was  filed  or  used  in  support  of  the  motion, 
and  there  was  no  proof  that  the  mortgage 
company  had  no  notice  of  the  pendency  of 
the  suit.  Notice  of  this  motion  was  given 
to  the  plaintiff,  and  a  full  answer  filed  by 
Gibson  who  set  up. the  mortgage  and  asked 
for  foreclosure.  The  plaintiff  made  no  ap- 
pearance at  the  hearing  of  this  motion,  and 
it  was  sustained.  The  judgment  was  opened. 
The  issues  tendered  by  such  answer  u-ere 
tried,  and  on  May  2,  1903,  a  judgment  of 
foreclosure  and  sale  was  entered  upon  which 
the  lands  were  afterwards  sold,  as  provided 
in  the  judgment.     The  plaintiff  was  given 


or  property  by  judicial  process  without  first 
having  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  with  ref- 
erence thereto.  All  rules  of  court  procedure 
recognize  this  right  of  every  party  to  his 
day  in  court,  and  are  framed  to  preserve  it 
to  the  full  extent,  and  should  be  construed 
to  that  end.  While  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  the  preservation  of  rights  and  the 
prosecution  of  the  same,  to  permit  unt^r 
sonie  circumstances  constructive  service  of 
process  upon  parties  to  a  suit,  yet  the  man- 
ner and  effect  thereof  has  been  so  prescribed 
and  limited  as  to  preserve  so  far  as  possible 
to  every  party  his  day  in  court.  Hence,  it 
is  usual  for  a  statutory  provision  authoriz- 
ing constructive  service  of  process  in  a  case, 
to  also  contain  a  provision  that,  if  the  party 
thus  served  fails  to  appear,  and  judgment 
by  default  is  taken  against  him  based  on  bis 
nonappearance,  he  may,  within  some  speci- 
fied time,  have  such  default  set  aside,  and 
the  judgment  opened,  in  order  that  he  may 
make  any  meritorious  defense  to  the  action 
that  he  may  have.  This  right  is  usually 
made  to  depend  upon  certain  conditions,  but 
the  question  as  to  when  and  under  what  cir- 
cumstance the  right  exists  is  unimportant  to 
the  matter  under  consideration,  as  it  is  here 
assumed  that  the  party  to  the  suit  would 
be  entitled  to  set  aside  the  default  and  open 
tlic  judgment  if  still  affected  thereby,  the 
question  being  whether  this  right  extends  to 
his  privies. 

For  the  reasons  stated  a  default  judgment, 
especially  where  based  upon  constructive 
service  of  process,  is  different  from  other 
judgments  in  that  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a 
conditional  judgment, — becoming  final  and 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


absolute   only  after  the  expiration  of  the 

Seriod  allowed  by  statute  to  set  aside  the 
efault,  and  open  the  judgment  upon  which 
it  was  based.  This  distinction  is  recognized 
in  most  jurisdictions,  even  where  the  right 
to  open  ah  ordinary  judgment  is  confined 
strictly  to  the  parties  to  the  suit,  and  a  sub- 
sequent purchaser,  personal  representative, 
or  any  other  person  in  privity  with  a  party 
to  a  suit  against  whom  a  default  judgment 
based  upon  constructive  service  of  process 
has  been  rendered,  is  given  the  same  right 
to  have  such  default  set  aside  and  the  judg- 
ment opened,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
meritorious  defense  to  the  action,  as  the 
party  himself  has  or  had.  King  v.  Davis, 
137  Fed.  222,  first  opinion  137  Fed.  198,  af- 
firmed without  opinion  in  85  C.  C.  A.  348, 
157  Fed.«76;  Wood  v.  Wood,  130  Iowa,  128, 
12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  891,  125  Am.  St.  Rep.  223, 
113  N.  W.  492;  Lingenfelter  v.  Carlisle,  4 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  896;  Boeing  v  McKinlev,  44 
Minn.  392,  46  N.  W.  776;  Kipp  v.  Clinger, 
97  Minn.  136,  106  N.  W.  108;  Brown  v. 
Massey,  13  Okla.  670,  76  Pac.  226. 

To  the  same  effect  is  Plummer  v.  Brown, 
64  Cal.  429,  1  Pac.  703,  in  which  it  was 
held  that  the  grantees  of  land  conveyed  aft- 
er commencement  of  suit  relating  thereto 
against  the  grantor  were  his  legal  represent- 
atives, under  the  statute  authorizing  a  de- 
fendant, or  his  legal  representatives,  against 
whom  a  default  judgment  has  been  taken,  to 
move  to  set  it  aside.  It  does  not,  however, 
appear  in  this  case  whether  the  default  was 
based  upon  personal  or  constructive  service 
of  process. 
In  Brown  ▼.  Massey,  supra,  th6  doctrine 
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a  lien  tctr  taxes.  On  April  ]3,  1907,  the 
plaintiff  filed  a  notice  of  a  motion  to  vacate 
and  set  aside  the  order,  judgment,  and  de- 
cree so  entered  in  favor  of  Gibson.  This 
motion  was  heard  and  denied,  and  this  is 
the  ruling  complained  of. 

Mr.  V.  H.  Grlnstead,  for  plaintiff  in 
error : 

A  party  against  whom  a  judgment  or  or- 
der has  been  rendered  does  not  include  any 
other  person,  such  as  a  subsequent  assignee. 

Powell  V.  McDowell,  16  Neb.  424,  20  N. 
W.  271;  Parsons  v.  Johnson,  66  Iowa,  455, 
23  N.  W.  921 ;  1  Black,  Judgm.  2d  ed.  §  317 ; 
Freeman,  Judgm.  4th  ed.  §  91. 

Messrs.  Thomas  A.  Scatcs  and  Albert 
Watklns,  fur  defendant  in  error: 

Under  the  statute  a  case  is  simply  pend- 
ing for  a  period  of  three  years  from  the 
date  of  the  judgment,  and  may  be  opened 
by  a  party  to  the  original  judgment,  or 
one  to  whom  the  party  has  conveyed  his  in- 
terest in  the  subject-matter  of  the  suit. 

Erving  v.  Phelps  &  B.  Windmill  Co.  62 
Kan.  787,  35  Pac.  800;  Brown  v.  Massey, 
13  Okla.  070,  76  Pac.  226. 

Mr.  M.  Vi.  Sutton  also  for  defendant  in 
error. 


Benson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  contention  of  the  plaintiff  is  that  the 
order  vacating  the  original  judgment  quiet- 
ing title,  and  the  subsequent  judgment  of 
foreclosure  and  sale  thereunder,  are  void. 
It  is  argued  that,  as  Gibson  was  not  a  party 
and  had  no  interest  in  the  subject-matter 
of  the  action  at  the  time  the  judgment  was 
rendered,  having,  as  his  petition  showed, 
taken  an  assignment  of  the  mortgage  after 
that  date,  he  had  no  right  to  make  the  mo- 
tion. It  appears  that  Celia  C.  Prentiss 
owned  the  mortgage  at  the  time  of  the  judg- 
ment, but,  as  her  assignment  from  the  mort- 
gage company  had  not  been  recorded,  she 
was  bound  by  the  judgment.  IJtIey  v.  Fee, 
33  Kan.  083,  7  Pac.  555;  Doyle  v.  Hays 
Land  &  Invest.  Co.  80  Kan.  200,  102  Pac. 
4D6.  At  the  time  the  action  was  commenced, 
the  mortgage  company,  although  made  a 
party,  had  no  interest  in  the  subject-matter. 
Celia  C.  Prentiss,  although  the  owner  of  the 
outstanding  mortgage,  was  not  made  a-  par- 
ty, and  Gibson  derived  his  title  to  the  mort- 
gage after  the  judgment  had  been  rendered. 

The  Civil  Code  provides :  "A  party  against 
whom  a  judgment  or  order  has  been  ren- 
dered, without  other  service  than  by  publi- 


Tv-as  applied  to  a  purchaser  of  land 
from  a  defendant  after  a  default  judg- 
ment based  upon  service  of  process 
by  publication,  in  an  action  to  quiet 
title  to  said  land,  had  been  rendered  against 
him.  The  statute  under  which  it  was  sought 
to  have  the  default  opened  and  the  judgment 
set  aside  provided  that  "a  party  against 
whom  a  judgment  or  order  has  been  ren- 
dered without  other  service  than  by  publi- 
cation in  a  newspaper  may,  at  any  time 
within  three  years  after  the  date  of  the 
judgment  or  order,  have  the  same  opened 
and  be  let  in  to  defend." 

And  in  Boeing  v.  McKinley,  supra,  it  was 
applied  in  an  action  to  determine  adverse 
claims  to  vacant  and  unoccupied  real  estate, 
to  the  purchaser  of  such  real  estate  from  the 
judgment  defendants  against  whom  had  been 
rendered  a  default  judgment  based  upon 
service  of  process  by  publication-.  The  stat- 
ute construed  in  this  case  provided  that  per- 
sons proceeded  against  1^  publication  as 
"unknown  heirs"  "may,  on  application  to 
tlie  court  and  on  sufficient  cause  shown,  be 
allowed  to  defend  such  action  at  any  time 
within  one  year  after  the  rendition  of  judg- 
ment." 

The  foregoing  case  was  cited  with  approval, 
and  the  doctrine  therein  asserted  recognized, 
by  that  court  in  Kipp  v.  dinger,  supra, 
wherein  it  was  said  that  the  grantee  of  land 
conveyed  after  rendition  of  judgment  by  de- 
fault upon  constructive  service  upon  his 
grantor  was  entitled  to  move  to  set  aside 
the  default  in  any  case  where  his  grantor 
enuld.  Tlie  doctrine,  however,  was  not  ap- 
plied in  tlmt  case,  as  it  was  held  that  the 
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grantee  was  not  entitled  to  have  the  default 
set  aside  because  under  the  facts  his  grantor 
was  not  entitled  to  such  relief. 

But  this  doctrine  is  denied  in  Iowa,  at 
least  as  to  persons  subsequently  acquiring 
an  interest  in  the  subject-matter  in  litiga- 
tion from  the  judgment  defendant.  Thus, 
in  Parsens  v.  Johnson,  66  Iowa,  455,  23  N. 
W.  021,  an  assignee  of  a  second  mortgage 
who  acquired  the  same  subsequently  to  a 
default  judgment  against  the  original  mort- 
gagee, based  upon  a  constructive  service  of 
process,  in  foreclosure  proceedings  by  the 
first  mortgagee,  was  held  not  to  "legally 
represent"  such  defendant,  within  the  terms 
and  meaning  of  a  statute  authorizing  a  de- 
fendant against  whom  a  default  judgment 
based  upon  service  by  publicatiou  has  been 
entered,  to  have  the  same  opened  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  meritorious  defense  in 
the  action.  The  court  said  that  this  provi- 
sion meant  that  it  should  not  be  necessary 
for  a  defendant  to  appear  in  person,  that  it 
authorized  him  to  appear  by  a^nt  or  at- 
torney, or  possibly,  if  deceased,  by  his  ad- 
ministrator; but  as  to  a  subsequent  pur- 
chaser the  court  said  that  such  a  person  did 
not  appear  for  the  defendant,  but  appeared 
for  himself. 

Under  this  statute,  however,  the  widow 
and  children  of  the  party  against  whom  has 
been  rendered  a  default  judgment  based  upon 
constructive  service  of  process  are  entitled 
to  have  the  default  set  aside,  and  to  a  re- 
trial of  the  case,  where  their  interest  in  the 
real  estate  is  affected  thereby.  Williamson 
V.  Wachenheim,  02  Iowa,  196,  17  N.  W.  486. 

And  in  Lingenfelter  v.  Carlisle,  supra,  the 
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cation  in  a  newspaper,  ma/,  at  any  time 
within  tliree  years  alter  the  date  of  the 
judgment  or  order,  have  the  game  opened, 
and  De  let  in  to  defend."  (§  77.)  Does  the 
word  "party"  as  here  used  include  only 
those  named  as  such  in  the  record,  or  does 
it  embrace  also  those  whose  property  rights 
are  directly  affected  by  the  judgmentT  As 
this  court  has  held  in  the  cases  cited  above, 
that  a  decree  against  the  person  in  whom 
the  records  show  the  title  to  be  vested  is 
effectual  against  persons  holding  under  him 
by  conveyance  previously  made,  but  not  then 
recorded,  it  follows  that  persons  so  situated 
may  incur  the  risk  of  losing  their  property 


without  having  befen  brought  into  eonrt  as 
parties.  This  may  happen  where  there  has 
been  a  neglect  to  record  title  deeds  or 
assignments  of  mortgages  or  the  like.  In 
commenting  on  the  statute  in  question 
this  court  said:  "Indeed,  in  order  to  do 
justice  to  both  parties,  the  provisions 
of  that  section  should  be  construed  ia 
no  technical  way,  but  fairly '  and  reason- 
ably. Every  party  ought  to  have  hii 
day  in  court;  and  while  service  by  pub- 
lication, which  in  fact  imparts  no  actual 
notice,  must  be  sustained,  yet  a  party  thus 
served,  and  who  has  in  fact  no  knowledge 
of  the  proceedings,  ought  to  be  granted  s 


doctrine  was  also  applied  to  the  heirs  of  the 
defendant  against  whom  had  been  rendered 
a  default  judgment  based  upon  constructive 
service  of  process. 

Default  based  upon  personal  service. 

Altliough  the  reason  of  the  courts  for  per- 
mitting tlie  privy  of  a  party  against  whom 
a  judgment  by  default  based  upon  construc- 
tive service  of  process  has  been  rendered,  to 
have  tlie  same  set  aside,  would  not  apply 
as  strongly  to  a  default  based  upon  per- 
sonal service  of  process,  yet  where  by  stat- 
ute a  defaulted  party  is  allowed  to  move  to 
have  a  default  set  aside  and  to  be  permitted 
to  defend  the  action,  if  application  therefor 
is  made  within  a  prescribed  period  of  time, 
the  rule  prevails  toat  such  right  extends  to 
his  privy  to  the  same  extent  that  he  himself 
might  exercise  it.  Brettell  v.  Deffebach,  6 
S.  D.  21,  60  N.  W.  167 ;  Frederick  Mill  Co. 
V.  Frederick  Farmers'  Alliance  Co.  20  S.  D. 
335,  200  N.  W.  208;  Thomas  v.  Morris,  8 
Utah,  284,  31  Pac.  440;  Malone  v.  Big  Flat 
Gravel  Min.  Co.  »3  Cal.  384,  28  Pac.  1063; 
Queal  v.  Bulen,  89  Minn.  477,  96  N.  W.  310; 
Ladd  ▼.  Stevenson,  112  N.  Y.  325,  8  Am.  St. 
Rep.  748,  19  N.  E.  842. 

In  Brettell  v.  Deffebach,  supra,  in  sus- 
taining the  right  of  a  grantee  of  land  from 
a  defendant  against  whom  had  been  rendered 
a  judgment  by  default  based  upon  personal 
service  of  process,  to  have  such  default  set 
aside  and  be  permitted  to  defend  the  same, 
the  court  said  that  "although  firmly  con- 
vinced that  disinterested  intermeddlers 
should  never  be  permitted  to  disturb  so- 
ciety, and  encourage  litigation,  by  under- 
taking to  overturn  adjudications  to  which 
the  original  parties  make  no  objection,  we 
are  disposed  to  believe  that  the  real  party 
in  interest  to  whom  property  in  litigation 
has  been  transferred,  and  who  is  entitled, 
under  the  statute,  to  be  substituted  in  the 
action,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  effort 
to  avoid  a  prejudicial  judgment,  can  move, 
and  in  a  proper  case  secure,  the  vacation  of 
a  judffmpnt  of  that  character."  While  the 
default  in  this  case  wa-s  based  upon. personal 
service  of  process,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that 
the  service  was  irregular,  and  the  demand 
to  set  aside  the  default  was  based  both  upon 
n  statute  setting  aside  defaults  and  also 
•26  L.I{.A.(N.S.) 


upon  the  irregularity  of  the  service  of  proc- 
ess. 

And  in  Ladd  v.  Stevenson,  supra,  on  ths 
same  point,  the  court  said :  "In  consequence 
of  the  filing  of  the  notice  of  the  pendency 
of  this  action,  the  first  judgment  bound  these 
defendants  as  if  they  were  parties  to  tbe 
action.  Persons  thug  situated  bear  such  a 
relation  to  the  action  that  they  could  not 
only  claim  to  be  made  parties  daring  the 
pendency  of  the  action,  but  they  can  also 
move  the  court  and  be  heard  in  reference  to 
any  judgment  rendered  therein  affecting 
their  rights.  The  whole  power  of  the  eonrt 
to  relieve  from  judgments  taken  through 
'mistake,  inadvertence,  surprise,  or  excusa- 
ble neglect,'  is  not  limited  by  §  724;  but,  in 
the  exercise  of  its  control  over  its  judg- 
ments, it  may  open  them  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  anyone  for  sufficient  reason,  in  the 
furtherance  of  justice.  Its  power  to  do  m 
does  not  depend  upon  any  statute,  but  is  in- 
herent, and  it  would  be  quite  unfortunate 
if  it  did  not  possess  it  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent." 

Thomas  ▼.  Morris,  supra,  also,  involved 
title  to  land,  and  the  grantee  thereof  frnm 
a  defendant  to  the  litigation,  during  th« 
pendency  of  the  same,  against  whom  a  judg- 
ment had  been  rendered  through  his  inad- 
vertence, was  held  entitled  to  have  suc'i 
judgment  set  aside,  under  a  statute  whicii 
provided  that  "the  court  may,  .  .  . 
upon  such  terms  as  may  be  just,  relieve  a 
party,  or  legal  representatve,  from  a  judg- 
ment, order,  or  other  proceeding  taken 
against  him  through  his  mistake,  inadver- 
tence, surprise,  or  excusable  neglect,"  etc. 

The  doctrine  was  also  appli^  in  Malone 
v.  Big  Flat  Gravel  Min.  Co.  supra,  as  to  the 
grantee  of  real  estate,  upon  a  default  judg- 
ment against  his  grantor,  such  grantee  hav- 
ing acquired  his  interest  therein  pending  tlie 
suit  wherein  the  judgment  was  rendered. 
The  right  to  have  the  judgment  opened  was 
based  upon  a  very  similar  provision  of  the 
Code,  to  the  effect  that  the  oourt  may, 
"upon  such  terms  as  may  be  just,  rdieve  a 
party,  or  his  legal  representative,  from  a 
judgment,  order,  or  other  proceeding  taken 
against  him  through  his  mistake,  inadver- 
tence, surprise,  or  excusable  neglect."  To 
the  same  effect  is  People  v.  MuUan,  63  Cat 
396,  4  Pac  348. 
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hearing,  if  it  can  be  pouibly  done  consistent 
with  the  rights  of  other  parties.  The  sec- 
tion provides  ample  protection  to  third  par- 
ties dealing  with  property  on  the  faith  of 
the  judgment,  and  the  plaintiff  certainly 
has  no  right  to  complain  if  within  a  reason- 
able time,  which  by  statute  is  fixed  at  three 
years,  the  defendant  demands  an  opportu- 
nity of  litigating  with  him  the  justice  of 
the  claim.  In  fact,  a.  judgment  upon  serv- 
ice by  publication  is,  as  between  the  par- 
ties, in  the  nature  of  a  conditional  judg- 
ment, one  which  becomes  final  and  absolute 
only  at  the  expiration  of  three  years,  and 
liable  in  the  meantime  to  be  opened  whenever 
th(  defendant  brings  himself  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  section."  Albright  v.  War- 
kentin,  31  Kan.  442,  445,  2  Pae..  614,  616. 
The  manifest  justice  of  allowing  a  person 
so  situated  an  opportunity  to  he  heard  was 
thus  referred  to  in  Erving  v.  Phelps  &  B. 
Windmill  Co.  52  Kan.  787,  36  Pae.  801: 
"We  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the 
court  refused  to  open  the  judgment  and  give 
the  plaintiff  in  error  an  opportunity  to  set 
up  his  rights.  The  only  service  in  the  case 
was  by  publication  notifying  his  assignor, 
Robertsoo,  of  the  pendency  of  the  action. 
Whether  the  plaintiff  in  error  had  a  right 
to  open  the  judgment  under  §  77  of  the 
Code,  or  brou^t  himself  strictly  within  the 
position  contemplated  by  that  section  or  not, 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  decide."  Page  789. 
In  tliat  case  the  application  to  open  the 
judg:ment  had  been  made  by  one  who  was 
technically  a  party,  and  it  was  held  that 
another  person  not  so  designated,  but  whose 
interests  had  been  barred  by  the  decree, 
should  be  allowed  to  interplead.  The  pro- 
priety of  allowing  a  person  bound  by  a  judg- 
ment, without  having  had  notice  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, an  opportunity  to  make  his  de- 
fense, where  it  cannot  prejudice  the  rights 
of  third  persons,  is  so  evident  that  the  stat- 
ute will  be  construed  to  afford  such  right 
if  the  construction  is  not  precluded  by  the 
language  used.  Tlie  expression  "any  party 
afrainst  whom  the  judgment  has  been  ren- 
dered" may,  without  doing  violence  to  its 
terms,  be  held  to  include  anyone  who,  as 
assignee  or  grantee  of  a  party  expressly 
named,  is  bound  by  such  judgment.  Such 
a  construction  is  in  harmony  with  the  evi- 
dent legislative  purpose  to  give  persons 
whose  property  rights  are  affected  by  a  de- 
cree based  upon  notice  by  publication  only  a 
reasonable  opportunity  to  be  heard.  It  was 
held  in  Xew  York  that  persons  bound  by  a 
judgment,  although  not  parties  to  the  rec- 
ord, might  maintain  proceedings  to  set  the 
judgment  aside.  The  court  said:  "Persons 
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thus  situated  bear  such  a  relation  to  the  ac- 
tion that  they  could  not  only  claim  to  be 
made  parties  during  the  pendency  of  the  ac- 
tion, but  they  can  also  move  the  court  and 
be  heard  in  reference  to  any  judgment  ren- 
dered therein  affecting  their  rights."  Ladd 
V.  Stevenson,  112  N.  Y.  326,  8  Am.  St.  Rep. 
748,  740,  19  N.  E.  842. 

But  it  is  urged  that  these  principles  ap- 
ply only  to  the  person  who  owned  the  mort- 
gage at  the  time  the  judgment  was  rendered, 
and  that  Gibson,  having  purchased  it  after- 
wards, was  a  mere  intermeddler,  not  being 
a  party  to  the  action,  nor  in  any  manner 
interested  in  the  subject-matter  while  it 
was  pending,  but  taking  the  assignment  sub- 
ject to  the  decree.  Some  general  expressions 
of  text  writers  and  several  decisions  sup- 
port this  view.  Under  a  statute  containing 
the  same  provisions  as  our  own,  the  supreme 
court  of  Nebraska,  in  considering  the  same 
question,  said;  "The  statute  above  referred 
to  provides  that  'a  party  against  whom  a 
judgment  or  order  has  been  rendered'  may, 
under  certain  circumstances,  be  permitted 
to  set  aside  the  decree  and  make  his  de- 
fense, but  we  know  of  no  rule  which  permits 
a  person  to  buy  into  a  suit,  after  judgment, 
with  full  knowledge,  either  actual  or  con- 
structive, of  all  the  proceedings,  and  then 
reopen  the  case  in  order  that  litigation  may 
be  indefinitely  prolonged  in  the  settlement 
of  supposed  defenses."  Powell  ▼.  McDow- 
ell, 16  Neb.  424,  426,  20  N.  W.  271.  The 
same  result  was  declared  in  Iowa  under  a 
similar  statute  (Parsons  v.  Johnson,  60 
Iowa,  456,  23  N.  W.  921),  and  there  are 
other  decisions  to  the  same  effect.  A  con- 
trary view  was  taken  in  Pliunmer  v.  Brown, 
64  Cal.  429,  1  Pae.  703,  in  a  brief  opinion 
based  upon  the  peculiar  language  of  the 
Code  of  that  state,  and  also  in  Brown  v. 
Massey,  13  Okla.  670,  76  Pae.  226.  The 
latter  decision  appears  to  hold  that  the  ac- 
tion is  in  a  sense  pending  during  the  three- 
year  period  in  which  any  interested  party 
who  has  had  no  actual  notice  may  appear 
and  make  his  defense.  Other  authorities 
bearing  upon  the  question  are  collected  in  a 
note  appended  to  the  report  of  Furman  v. 
Furman,  153  N.  Y.  300,  60  Am.  St.  Rep. 
029,  633,  47  N.  E.  677.  In  a  note  to  the 
report  of  Tyler  v.  Aspinwall,  54  L.R.A.  758, 
various  decisions  are  cited  and  reviewed, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  annotator  is  given 
that  the  right  of  a  grantee  not  a  party  to 
the  record,  to  move  to  set  aside  the  judg- 
ment in  such  a  case,  does  not  exist  in  the 
absence  of  statutory  authority.  While  the 
precise  question  has  not  been  decided  in  this 
court,  the  decisions  in  the  Albright  and  £r- 
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Clark,  Corp.  pp.  163,  167,  169;  10  Cyc. 
Law  &  Proc.  p.  1133. 

IJand,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Plaintiffs'  petition  was  dismissed  on  an 
exception  of  no  cause  and  right  of  action, 
and  they  have  appealed. 

The  Bank  of  Berwick  and  J.  H.  Menge  & 
Sons,  judgment  creditors  of  Theodore  A. 
Thorgeson,  deceased,  instituted  this  suit 
against  the  defendant  company  and  the 
legal  representatives  of  the  said  decedent, 
for  the  purpose  of  annulling  and  avoiding, 
and  of  canceling  and  erasing  from  the  rec- 
ord, a  certain  act  of  special  mortgage  of 
date  October  11,  1907,  executed  by  the  said 
Thorgeson  in  favor  of  the  deftrndant  com- 
pany to  secure  the  payment  of  the  promis- 
sory note  of  the  said  mortgagor,  and  by 
him  indorsed  in  blank,  for  the  sum  of 
$5,000.  The  consideration  of  the  note  and 
mortgage  was  the  sum  of  $5,000  borrowed 
by  the  said  Thorgeson  from  the  defendant' 
company. 

Ulie  grounds  of  alleged  nullity  are  as  fol- 
lows: That  the  defendant  company  was 
not  authorized  by  its  charter  to  loan  money 
and  takts  mortgages  or  any  other  kind  of 
security,  and  that  consequently  the  contract 
in  question  was  an  ultra  vires  act  on  the 
part  of  said  corporation,  and  was  and  can- 
not be  exercised  or  enforced  to  the  injury 


of  petitioners  as  creditors  ot  the  (aid 
Thorgeson  at  the  date  of  the  execution  u<l 
delivery  of  said  note  and  act  of  mortgtge. 

That  at  said  time  said  Thorgeson  waa  in- 
solvent, and  his  financial  condition  was  well 
known  to  the  officers,  director*,  and  attor- 
neys of  defendant  company;  and  that  nid 
ultra  Dtrea  contract  was  in  fraud  of  peti- 
tioners' rights  as  ereditors,  and  works  greit 
injury  to  petitioners. 

That  the  property  mortgaged  as  aforeuid 
is  the  only  property  out  of  which  petitioner! 
will  be  able  to  realize  anything  out  of  their 
judgments  against  the  said  Thorgeson. 

The  petition  alleges  that  the  defendant 
company  is  a  corporation  organized  under 
the  laws  of  the  state  of  Louisiana.  The 
charter  is  not  annexed  to  the  petition;  but 
it  is  alleged  that  the  company  is  not  au- 
thorized by  its  charter  to  loan  money  or 
take  mortgages  or  any  other  kind  of  se- 
curity. For  the  purposes  of  the  exception, 
it  therefore  must  be  taken  as  true  that  the 
alleged  contract  of  loan  and  mortgage  was 
an  ultra  virea  act  of  the  corporation,  made 
in  fraud  of  plaintiffs'  rights  as  creditors. 
It  may  be  that  on  the  trial  of  the  case  on 
the  merits  the  defendant  company  mar  be 
able  to  show  that  it  had  implied  power  to 
make  the  particular  loan  in  question,  and 
that  the  transaction  was  bona  fide  and  io 
the  usual  course  of  business. 

Plaintiffs'  petition  discloses  two  causes  of 


good  faith,  it  wag  held  that  the  mortgage 
was  valid,  though  the  money  was  paid  by 
the  mortgagee,  under  direction  of  the  in- 
solvent mortgagor,  to  a  creditor  who  there- 
by secured  the  preference. 

In  Carr  v.  Briggs,  166  Mass.  78,  30  N. 
E.  470,  it  was  held  that  the  mere  knowl- 
edge by  a  mortgagee  that  one  of  the  pur- 
poses of  the  mortgagor  id  giving  the  mort- 
gage was  to  hinder  his  creditors  was  not 
sufficient  to  justify  a  findijig  that  the  mort- 
gagee participated  in  the  fraud. 

The  validity  of  such  mortgages  has  some- 
times been  questioned  where  part  of  the 
consideration  for  the  mortgage  was  an  ac- 
tual contemporaneous  loan  and  part  a  prece- 
dent indebtedness.  In  such  cases  the  mort- 
gage is  sometimes  upheld  as  to  the  new 
consideration,  but  set  aside  as  to  the  old, 
because,  as  to  the  past  debt,  it  constitutes 
an  unlawful  preference  of  creditors.  Thus, 
in  Brown  v.  Kenner,  3  Mart.  (La.)  270, 
where  a  mortgage  of  $6,000  was  given  to 
cover  the  prior  debt  qi  $4,000  and  a  con- 
temporaneous loan  of  $2,000,  made  at  a 
time  when  the  mortgagor  was  insolvent 
and  about  to  fail,  it  was  held  that  the  mort- 
gage amounted  to  a  void  preference  of  cred- 
itors as  to  the  $4,000,  but  that  it  was  valid 
as  to  the  $2,000  loan,  which  went  to  the 
benefit  of  the  creditors. 

And  in  Mader  v.  McKinnon,  21  Can.  S. 
C.  652,  the  court  said  that  if  part  of  the 
consideration  for  a  chattel  mortgage  was  an 
20  L.K.A.(N.S.) 


actual  present  loan,  it  would  be  valid  to 
that  extent,  though  the  balance  was  fraudu- 
lent as  to  creditors;  but  it  was  found  that 
no  such  actual  bona  fide  advance  was  made. 

In  Wallis  v.  Adoue,  76  Tex.  118,  13  S.  W. 
63,  however,  the  court,  while  recognizing 
the  validity  of  a  mortgage  for  a  past  in- 
debtedness, though  given  with  the  intent  to 
prefer  the  mortgagee  to  other  creditors, 
held  that  the*  fact  that  the  mortgage  was 
given  for  an  amount  including  a  contem- 
poraneous loan  as  well  as  the  past  indebted- 
ness was  sufficient  to  make  the  entire  mort- 
gage void  as  to  other  creditors. 

And  in  Herman  v.  McICinney,  47  Fed. 
758,  where  a  merchant  owed  a  bank  $2,000, 
and  the  bank  loaned  him  $8,000  more,  and 
took  a  mortgage  on  his  stock  of  goods 
valued  at  from  $15,000  to  $17,000,  and  the 
bank  knew  of  the  debtor's  insolvent  circum- 
stances, and  be  insisted  on  having  the  loan 
in  cash  instead  of  a  certificate  of  deposit, 
it  was  held  that  the  entire  mortgage  was 
fraudulent,  and  the  bank  was  required  to 
pay  the  proceeds  of  a  sale  of  the  stodc  of 
goods  into  court,  for  the  benefit  of  creditors. 

In  considering  this  question,  cases  tam- 
ing upon  the  provisions  of  the  bankruptcy 
act  were  excluded. 

As  to  effect  of  recording  within  the  foin 
months'  period  prescribed  by  that  act,  a 
mortgage  given  for  a  present  loan  or  for 
future  advances,  see  note  to  Claridge  v. 
Evans,  25'L.ajL(N.S.)  144. 
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action;  one  to  revoke  a  contract  as  in  fraud 
of  creditors,  and  the  other  to  have  the  con- 
tract declared  null  and  void  ab  initio  as 
illegal.  If.  either  cause  of  action  be  good 
in  law,  the  general  demurrer  filed  by  the 
defendant  is  bad. 

We  think  that  the  plaintiffs,  as  judgment 
creditors  of  the  deceased,  have  at  least  a 
standing  to  sue  to  annul  the  contract  on 
the  ground  of  fraud  and  injury.  The  right 
of  judgment  creditors  to  sue  to  cancel  and 
erase  an  apparent  mortgage  on  the  property 
of  the  debtor  is  too  well  settled  for  dispute. 
Bussiere  v.  Williams,  37  La.  Ann.  387. 

The  right  of  a  judgment  creditor  to  sue 
to  annul  an  alleged  illegal  sale,  and  bring 
the  property  back  into  the  succession,  was 
affirmed  in  Neda  v.  Fontenot,  2  La.  Ann. 
782,  and  this  doctrine  was  approved  in 
Ledoux  V.  Lavedan,  49  La.  Ann.  923,  22  So. 
214,  and  Hardy  v.  Pecot,  113  La.  359,  36 
So.  992. 

In  Judson  y.  Connolly,  4  La.  Ann.  169,  it 
was  held  that  the  administrator  of  an  in- 
solvent succession,  as  the  representative  of 
the  creditors,  may  maintain  an  action  for 
their  benefit,  to  annul  a  simulated  sale,  and 
recover  property  belonging  to  the  succes- 
sion. This  case  in  no  way  militates  against 
the  doctrine  that  the  creditors  themselves 
may  maintain  such  a  suit  in  their  own 
right,  especially  where  it  appears  that  the 
administrator  has  taken  no  action  in  the 
premises. 

Article  1970  of  the  Civil  Code  declares 
that  "the  law  gives  evisry  creditor,  when 
there  is  no  cession  of  goods,  as  well  as  the 
representation  of  all  the  creditors,  where 
there  is  any  such  cession,  or  other  proceed- 
ings by  which  they  are  everlastingly  repre- 
sented, an  action  to  annul  any  contract 
made  in  fraud  of  their  rights." 

This  article  refers  to  insolvent  proceed- 
ings. The  right  of  a  trustee,  receiver,  or 
syndic  to  sue  does  not  exclude  the  right  of 
judgment  creditors  also  to  sue,  where  no 
action  has  been  taken  by  their  representa- 
tive to  protect  their  interests. 

The  present  suit,  in  part,  at  least,  is  a 
revocatory  action  to  set  aside  a  contract, 
as  in  fraud  of  creditors. 

The  facts  that  Thorgeson  was  insolvent, 
and  that  the  defendant  company  was  aware 
of  his  financial  condition  at  the  time  the 
loan  was  made,  may  not  in  themselves  con- 
stitute a  fraudulent  transaction.  Brown  v. 
Kenner,  3  Mart.  (La.)  270.  But  it  is  al- 
leged that  said  contract  was  made  in  fraud 
of  creditors  and  to  their  injury.  If  such  be 
the  case,  and  both  parties  participated  in 
the  fraudulent  intent  to  defeat  the  pursuit 
of  creditors,  then  the  bare  circumstance 
that  the  money  was  loaned  would  not  purge 
the  transaction.  In  mortgaging  property, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  fraud  is  operated  by  the  eflcumbrance 
of  the  property  and  the  placing  of  the 
money  borrowed  beyond  the  reach  of  cred- 
itors. In  principle  there  is  no  difference  be- 
tween a  fraudulent  mortgage  and  a  fraudu- 
lent sale.  Fraud  may  exist  in  an  onerous 
contract,  if  both  parties  have  a  fraudulent 
intent.  Civ.  Code,  art.  1982.  The  law  pro- 
tects third  persons  only  when  they  contract 
in  good  faith  or  in  the  usual  course  of  busi- 
ness with  the  insolvent  debtor.  Civ.  Code, 
arts.  1979-1986. 

The  allegations  of  the  petition  suffice  to 
negative  the  conclusion  that  the  transaction 
was  made  in  good  faith  and  in  the  usual 
course  of  business.  We  cannot  assume  that 
the  money  loaned  was  used  by  the  borrow- 
er to  pay  his  debts.  The  allegations  of  tho 
petition  forbid  such  an  assumption  as  far 
as  the  plaintiffs  are  concerned. 

It  is  earnestly  contended  by  the  defend- 
ant that  the  plaintiffs,  as  judgment  cred- 
itors, have  no  standing  to  impeach  the  mort- 
gage as  an  ultra  vires  act  of  the  corporation, 
because  Thorgeson,  having  received  the 
money,  would  not  be  permitted  to  set  up 
the  defense  of  ultra  vires  while  he  retained 
the  fruits  or  benefits  of  the  contract,  and 
because  the  state  alone  can  maintain  pro- 
ceedings against  a  corporation  which  has 
exceeded  its  charter  powers ;  but  these  prop- 
ositions leave  out  the  element  of  fraud 
charged  in  the  petition.  Whether  a  con- 
tract be  valid  or  invalid,  it  may  be  revoked 
when  made  in  fraud  of  creditors  and  to 
their  prejudice. 

The  general  doctrine  that,  in  executed 
ultra  vires  contracts,  third  persons  cannot 
question  the  title  of  the  corporation,  and 
that  such  title  is  good  except  against  the 
state  alone,  may  be  conceded,  but  does  not 
meet  the  case  at  bar,  involving  the  right  of 
judgment  creditors  to  question  an  ultra 
vires  act  of  mortgage  alleged  to  be  fraudu- 
lent and  injurious  to  them. 

On  general  principles  a  judgment  creditor 
has  a  right  of  action  to  annul  any  real  con- 
tract of  the'  debtor,  made  in  fraud  of  his 
right.  Civil  Code,  art.  1970.  A  fortiori  a 
judgment  creditor  has  a  right  of  action  to 
annul  simulated  contracts,  or  contracts 
made  in  violation  of  law  and  in  fraud  of 
his  rights. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  district  judge,  and 
in  the  oral  and  written  arguments  of  coun- 
sel in  this  court,  the  important  and  difficult 
questions  relative  to  the  ultra  vtre«  con- 
tracts of  corporations  have  been  discussed 
with  great  ability. 

We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  consider 
and  determine  such  questions  on  this  appeal, 
as  the  case  as  presented  may  be  disposed  of 
on  the  allegations  of  fraud  and  injury. 

We  therefore  conclude  that  the  plaintiff*' 
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petition  discloses  a  right  of  action  and  a 
cause  of  action. 

It  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  judgment 
below  be  reversed,  and  it  is  now  ordered 
that  the  exception  of  no  cause  of  action  be 
overruled,  and  that  this  cause  be  remanded 
for  further  proceedings  according  to  law, 
and  that  the  costs  of  this  appeal  be  paid 
by  the  defendant  corporation. 


MISSISSIPPI   SUPREME    COURT. 

STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI,  Appt., 

V. 

EDMOND  MITCHELL. 


( —  Miss. 


51  So.  4.) 


Banks  ^  Insolvency  —  receiving  depos- 
its —  lUbllity  of  director. 

The  director  of  a  bank  who  keeps  open 
for  the  receipt  of  deposits  one  of  its 
branches,  knowing  that  the  bank  is  insolv- 
ent, may  be  convicted  under  a  statute  pro- 
viding for  the  punishment  of  an  agent  of  a 
bank  who  receives  deposits  knowing  the 
establishment  to  be  insolvent,  although  he 
is  not  present  in  the  town  where  the  branch 


is  located,  and  has  no  part  in  the 
receipt  of  the  deposit. 

(January  24,  1010.) 


APPEAL  by  the  State  of  Mississippi  frmn 
a  verdict  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Jade- 
son  County,  entered  upon  a  peremptory 
instruction  directing  the  acquittal  of  defend- 
ant, who  was  charged  with  having  unlaw- 
fully accepted  deposits  in  a  bank  known  to 
be  insolvent     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  B.  P.  Harrison,  for  appellant: 

Tlie  object  of  the  statute  is  to  protect  tbe 
confiding  public  from  the  victimization  apt 
to  result  from  depositing  in  an  insolrnit 
establishment;  and  it  seeks  to  give  protec- 
tion by  denouncing  its  penalty  against  bim 
who  receives  a  deposit  knowing,  or  having 
good  reason  to  believe,  that  the  establiek- 
ment  is  insolvent. 

Hughes  V.  Lake,  63  Miss.  557;  State  t. 
Bardwell,  72  Miss.  538,  18  So.  377;  Baker 
V.  State,  54  Wis.  368,  12  N.  W.  12;  Meadow- 
croft  V.  People,  163  111.  56,  35  L.R.A.  178, 
54  Am.  St  Rep.  447,  45  N.  E.  303;  Cook  t. 


Note.  —  /s  the  actual  personal  receipt 
of  a  deposit  by  an  officer  or  employee 
of  an  insolvent  hanle  essential  to  Ms 
conviction. 

The  decision  in  State  v.  Mitcheli,  fol- 
lows a  rule  which  would  appear  to  be  of 
general  application  among  the  reported 
cases.  Many  of  the  cases,  without  discuss- 
ing the  point,  apparently  assume  that  per- 
sonal receipt  by  an  officer  or  employee  of 
a  bank  is  not  necessary  to  his  conviction 
for  receiving  deposits  knowing  of  the  bank  s 
insolvency.  The  authorities  collected  in  this 
note,  however,  are,  like  State  v.  Mitcheli., 
cases  which  have  expressly  passed  upon  the 
question. 

It  was  held  in  Carr  v.  State,  104  Ala.  4, 
16  So.  150,  that  a  direct,  personal,  manual, 
receipt  of  a  deposit  by  the  manager  of  a 
banking  firm  was  not  necessary  to  his  con- 
viction for  receiving  such  deposit  when  the 
firm  was  insolvent,  although  it  appeared 
that  the  defendant  was  not  in  the  town 
where  the  banking  business  was  carried  on, 
at  the  time,  and  the  cashier  received  the 
deposit.  In  the  course  of  the  opinion  the 
court  said:  "The  defendant,  as  a  member 
and  manager  of  the  firm  called  the  Tuscum- 
bia  Banking  Company,  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness of  banking  at  Tuscumbia;  he  thereby, 
BO  long  as  the  bank  was  kept  open,  invited 
the  public,  and  Robert  J.  Abernathy  as  one 
of  the  public,  to  make  deposits  with  snid 
firm;  whether  present  or  absent  personally, 
he  provided  means  for  the  acceptance  of  this 
invitation,  by  the  employment  of  Harring- 
ton to  take  possession  of  deposits  tendered 
in  consequence  of  it  for  him,  and  the  act  of 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Harrington  in  so  doing  is  his  act  as  fullv 
in  every  sense  as  if  he  had  performed  it  by 
his  own  hands." 

In  Baxter  v.  Coughlin,  70  Minn.  1,  72 
N.  W.  797,  which  was  an  action  against 
the  directors  of  a  bank  for  receiving  de- 
posits when  the  bank  was  insolvent  one  of 
the  defendants  demurred  to  the  complaint 
on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  state  a  cause 
of  action.  The  argument  advanced  was 
briefly  that,  when  the  deposit  was  made, 
no  contract  was  created  between  the  de- 
positor and  the  directors,  but  the  contract 
was  with  the  corporation,  and  hence  that 
the  person  or  officer  who  actually  accepted 
and  received  the  deposit  was  alone  crimin- 
ally liable;  that  is,  the  statute  applied  only 
to  the  person  performing  the  physical  act 
of  receiving  the  deposit  The  court  thus 
disposed  of  the  contention:  "It  is  true 
that  there  was  no  contract  between  the 
directors  and  the  plaintiff  as  to  the  de- 
posit, and  that  the  contract  was  between 
the  plaintiff  and  the  corporation:  but  the 
latter  is  an  intangible  legal  entity,  and 
could  only  contract  through  its  duly  au- 
thorized officers,  of  whom  the  directors  were 
chief  and  had  supreme  control.  When  the 
receiving  teller  of  a  bank  accepts  a  deposit 
for  a  bank,  it  is  an  act  performed  for  the 
corporation  by  l^e  direction  and  authority 
of  the  directors.  It  is  they  who,  throusrn 
him,  receive  the  money  for  the  bank.  To 
construe  the  statute  as  applicable  only  to 
the  agent  of  the  bank  who  performs  the 
physical  act  of  receiving  the  deposit,  or  con- 
nives at  it,  would  nullify  the  statute;  for 
the  receiving  teller,  as  a  rule,  has  no  op- 
portunity  to   know,   and   in   fact  does  not 
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Hart,  146  U.  S.  183,  36  L.  ed.  934,  13  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  40;  Re  Cook,  49  Fed.  842. 

If  the  object  of  the  atatute  wag  to  "sup- 
press the  business  of  banking  by  insolvent 
persons  and  corporations,"  and  to  "protect 
the  confiding  public  from  the  victimiiation 
apt  to  result  from  depositing  in  insolvent 
establishments,"  all  who  entered  into  a  con- 
spiracy were  criminally  liable. 

McClure  v.  People,  27  Colo.  888,  61  Pac. 
612;  State  v.  Shove,  96  Wis.  1,  37  L.R.A. 
142,  65  Am.  St.  Rep.  17,  70  N.  W.  312; 
Baxter  v.  Coughlin,  70  Minn.  1,  72  N.  W. 
797;  State  v.  Yetzer,  97  Iowa,  432,  66  N. 
\V.  737;  State  v.  Boomer,  103  Iowa,  100, 
72  N.  W.  424;  State  v.  Buck,  108  Mo.  622, 
18  S.  W.  1113;  Dodge  v.  Mastin,  5  McCrary, 
404,  17  Fed.  660;  Carr  v.  State,  104  Ala. 
4,  16  So.  150. 

Mr.  George  Bntlcr  also  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  Fltts  &  Iieigh,  for  appellee: 

The  whole  body  of  the  crime  charp;ed  con- 
sists in  the  failure  to  give  the  information; 
and  it  is  a  necessary  corollary  to  this  prop- 
osition that  no  person  can  be  guilty  of  this 
crime  who  has  not  and  never  had  the  op- 
portunity to  do  the  very  thing  the  statute 
seeks  to  encourage  and  insure. 


State  V.  Warner,  60  Kan.  09,  55  Pae.  342; 
Stewart  v.  State  (Miss.)  49  So.  615;  Cun* 
ningham  ▼.  Norton,  125  U.  S.  77,  31  t>.  ed. 
624,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  804;  Gordon  v.  State, 
52  Ala.  308,  23  Am.  Rep.  576;  Stern  v. 
State,  53  Ga.  229,  21  Am.  Rep.  267;  Com. 
V.  Murphy,  165  Mass.  66,  30  L.R.A.  734,  52 
Am.  St.  Rep.  496,  42  N.  E.  504;  Com.  v. 
McKie,  1  Gray,  61,  61  Am.  Dec.  411;  Haven 
V.  New  Hampshire  Asylum,  13  K.  H.  532, 
38  Am.  Dec.  612;  Terry  v.  Birmingham 
Nat.  Bank,  93  Ala.  599,  30  Am.  St.  Rep. 
87,  9  So.  299;  Rudd  v.  Robinson,  126  N.  Y. 
113,  12  L.R.A.  473,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  816, 
26  N.  E.  1046;  State  v.  Warner,  60  Kan.  99, 
55  Pac.  342;  State  V.  Wells,  134  Mo.  244, 
35  S.  W.  015;  Stadler  v.  First  Nat.  Bank, 
22  Mont.  190,  74  Am.  St.  Rep.  508,  66  Pac. 
111. 

Wliitfleld,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

The  appellee,  along  with  certain  other 
directors  and  managing  officers  of  the  Oceaa 
Springs  branch  of  the  Scranton  State  Bank, 
the  parent  bank  being  at  Scranton,  Missis- 
sippi, was  indicted  under  the  last  half  of 


know,  the  financial  condition  of  the  bank. 
If,  then,  the  directors,  knowing  the  bank  to 
be  insolvent,  can  make  use' of  such  teller  to 
receive  the  deposits  for  the  bank,  without 
incurring  on  their  part  any  civil  or  crim- 
inal liability,  the  statute  is  a  farce.  Such 
is  not  the  case,  for  the  hand  of  the  teller 
is  the  hand  of  the  directors,  so  far  as  he 
acts  by  their  authority  and  direction.  He 
has  no  independent  volition  or  will  in  the 
premises." 

In  State  v.  Cadwell,  79  Iowa,  432,  44  N. 
W.  700,  the  defendants,  owners  and  mana- 
gers of  two  banks,  were  indicted  for  receiv- 
ing a  certain  deposit  in  one  of  them  when  it 
was  insolvent.  The  cashier  of  the  bank  re- 
ceived the  deposit  and  issued  a  certificate 
which  was  offered  in  evidence.  It  was  ob- 
jected that  it  was  not  competent  to  show 
that  the  money  was  received  by  any  other 
than  the  defendants  personally;  but  the 
court  said  that  no  such  rule  had  ever  been 
held  by  a  court  of  last  resort,  and,  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  a  general  and  well-recog- 
nized rule  that  if  a  person  does  an  act  con- 
stituting an  offense  through  the  agency  of 
another,  the  act  is  his,  and  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  aver  the  agency  in  the  indictment. 
It  inav  be  charged  directly  as  his  act,  and 
proof 'that  he  did  the  act  through  the 
agency  of  another  will  sustain  a  conviction. 

An  instruction  stating  that  if  the  de- 
fendant (a  bank  president),  knowing  the 
bank  to  be  insolvent,  did  aid,  assist,  advise, 
etc.,  keeping  it  open  for  the  receipt  of  de- 
posits, aiid  if,  while  it  was  so  kept  open 
for  the  receipt  of  deposits,  the  particular 
deposit  because  of  which  the  defendant  was 
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indicted  was  received,  it  would  be  sufficient 
to  show  the  defendant  guilty  (the  main 
thought  of  the  instruction  being  that  proof 
of  the  receipt  of  the  deposit  by  the  defend- 
ant in  person  was  not  necessary  to  a  con- 
viction), was  held  in  State  v.  Yetzer,  97 
Iowa,  423,  66  N.  W.  737,  to  state  the  cor- 
rect rule.  The  court  said;  ""It  is  not  es- 
sential that  the  defendant  should  have  had 
in  mind  the  particular  deposit,  or  that  he 
should  have  known  of  it.  If,  as  has  been 
stated,  he  knew  the  bank  to  be  insolvent, 
and  with  that  knowledge  he  did  any  of  the 
things  specified  as  to  receiving  such  de- 
posits knowingly,  he  would  be  guilty,  under 
the  statute  even  though  he  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  any  particular  deposit.  In  such  a 
case,  he  would  aid,  or  connive,  at  the  re- 
ceiving of  every  deposit  so  received." 

A  charge  to  the  jury,  instructing  them 
that,  in  determining  whether  the  defendant 
received  or  accepted  the  deposit  in  ques- 
tion, it  was  not  necessary  that  the  evidence 
should  show,  or  that  they  should  find,  that 
the  defendant  in  person  received  such  de- 
posit, nor  that  he  was  personally  present 
when  it  was  received,  and  that  it  was 
enough  if  it  was  received  by  the  cashier  or 
agent  of  defendant,  under  his  authority, 
was  commented  upon  by  Given,  J.,  in  Sta(e 
v.  Eifert,  102  Iowa,  188,  38  L.R.A.  485,  63 
Am.  St.  Rep.  433,  65  N.  W.  309,  71  N.  W. 
248,  in  considering  the  entire  instruction 
of  which  the  above  was  a  part,  as  being  a 
correct  statement  of  the  law.  which  aided 
to  make  plain  tliat  which  followed. 
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%  1169  of  the  Code  of  1900,  which  is  in  the 
following  words: 

"1169  (1080).  The  same;  removing,  se- 
creting, or  concealing  Bssets  of  bank,  re- 
ceiving deposits  when  bank  insolvent,  etc. 
— If  the  president,  manager,  cashier,  teller, 
assistant,  clerk,  or  other  employee  or  agent 
of  any  bank  or  broker's  office  or  establish- 
ment conducting  the  business  of  receiving 
on  deposit  the  money  or  other  valuable 
things  of  such  persons,  shall  remove  or  se- 
crete or  conceal  the  assets  or  effects  of  such 
establishment  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding 
any  of  the  creditors  of  the  establishment,  or 
shall  receive  any  deposit  knowing,  or  hav- 
ing good  reason  to  believe,  the  establish- 
ment to  be  insolvent,  without  informing  the 
depositor  of  such  condition,  on  conviction, 
he  shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  penitentiary 
not  longer  than  five  years." 

There  were  three  counts  in  the  indict- 
ment. The  first  count  charged  that  the  de- 
fendants knew  that  the  said  branch  bank 
was  insolvent  at  the  time  of  the  reception 
of  the  deposit;  the  second  count  charged 
that  they  had  good  reason  to  believe  that 
the  branch  bank  was  insolvent;  and  the 
third  count  charged  that  the  defendants  had 
good  reason  to  believe  that  both  the  branch 
bank  and  the  parent  bank,  were  insolvent. 
All  threi)  counts  charged  that  the  said 
branch  bank  was  insolvent  at  the  time  of  the 
reception  of  the  deposit.  -  We  set  out  below 
in  full  the  second  count  of  the  indictment, 
that  the  precise  crime  charged  may  be  seen: 

"And  the  grand  jurors  aforesaid,  upon 
their  oaths  aforesaid,  do  further  present 
that  Louis  Lundy,  H.  S.  Rourke,  J.  W.  Stew- 
art, Edmond  Mitchell,  and  O.  Randall,  on 
the  date  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
being  then  and  there  and  for  a  long  time 
prior  thereto  directors  and  managers  in  and 
for  the  Ocean  Springs  branch  of  the  Scran- 
ton  State  Bank,  the  said  O.  Randall  then 
and  there  being  the  president  of  the  said 
branch  bank,  and  the  said  Louis  Lundy  being 
then  and  there  cashier  of  said  branch  bank, 
a  corporation  incorporated  under  the  laws 
of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  and  domiciled 
in  said  county,  and  engaged  in  the  business 
of  receiving  on  deposit  the  money  and  other 
valuable  things  of  other  persons,  and  as 
such  directors  and  managers  aforesaid,  be- 
ing then  and  there  conducting  the  business 
of  receiving  on  deposit  the  money  and  other 
valuable  things  of  other  persons  for  the  said 
Ocean  Springs  branch  of  the  said  Scranton 
State  Bank,  the  said  branch  bank  being  then 
and  there  wholly  insolvent,  and  the  said 
Louis  Lundy,  H.  S.  Rourke,  J.  W.  Stewart, 
Edmond  Mitchell,  and  0.  Randall,  directors, 
managers,  and  officers  aforesaid,  then  and 
there  having  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
said  branch  bank  was  insolvent,  did  then 
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and  there  unlawfully  and  feloniously  renive 
a  deposit  of  money  in  the  siun  of  $95  from 
one  Mrs.  Aline  Phelps,  a  depositor,  the  said 
money  being  then  and  there  of  the  value  of 
$03,  in  the  legal  and  current  money  of  tk 
United  States  of  America,  which  sum  of 
money  was  then  and  there  received  for  de- 
posit in  said  branch  bank;  and  the  said 
Louis  Lundy,  cashier,  H.  S.  Rourke,  J.  W. 
Stewart,  Edmond  Mitchell,  and  O.  Randall, 
directors,  managers,  and  officers  aforesaid, 
did  not  then  and  there,  or  at  any  time  prior 
thereto,  inform  the  said  Mrs.  Aline  Plieipe, 
a  depositor  aforesaid,  that  the  said  branch 
bank  was  then  and  there  insolvent, — against 
the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  state  of  Missis- 
sippi." 

The  facts  stunmarized  make  this  case  dear 
beyond  all  reasonable  doubt:  The  Scranton 
State  Bank  was  a  banking  corporation  or- 
ganized under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
sissippi, with  branch  banks  at  Moss  Point 
and  ()cean  Springs,  Jockson  county,  Missis- 
sippi. All  of  the  books  of  the  bank  and  all 
of  the  loans  of  the  bank  were  kept  and  made 
at  the  office  of  the  parent  bank  in  Scranton, 
and  the  only  functions  the  branch  banks  per- 
formed were  to  receive  and  pay  out  deposits. 
Edmond  Mitchell,  appellee,  resided  and  did 
business  in  Scranton,  and  was,  at  the  date 
of  the  reception  of  the  deposit,  and  had  been 
for  many  years  prior  thereto,  one  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  said  Scranton  State  Bank, 
and  as  such  director  was  then  and  there  one 
of  the  managing  officers  of  the  said  bank. 
As  such  director,  and  necessarily  one  of  its 
managing  officers,  appellee  was  indicted  an- 
der  §  1169,  Code  1906,  together  with  the 
other  directors  and  officers  of  said  bank, 
for  receiving  a  deposit  of  money  in  the 
branch  bank  at  Ocean  Springs,  in  said  coun- 
ty and  state,  while  said  Scranton  State 
Bank  was  in  an  insolvent  condition,  and 
"when  then  and  there  the  said  appcllet 
knew,  or  had  good  reason  to  believe,  that 
the  said  Scranton  State  Bank  was  in- 
solvent." To  this  indictment  the  appellf* 
entered  a  plea  of  not  guilty,  and  on  this 
issue  a  jury  was  legally  drawn  and  im- 
paneled to  try  said  cause,  and  the  state  then 
submitted  its  case,  showing  the  above  facts, 
together  with  the  following  facts;  that  is: 
.That  at  the  time  of  the  reception  of  the 
deposit  charged  in  the  indictment  against 
appellee,  the  appellee  was  not  in  the  branch 
bank,  nor  was  he  in  the  town  of  Ocean 
Springs,  but  was  at  said  time  in  Scranton, 
a  place  some  14  miles  from  the  place  where 
said  deposit  was  received,  going  about  his 
ordinary  everyday  duties.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  evidence  offered  for  and  on  behalf  of 
the  state,  the  defendants  announced  that 
they  had  no  evidence  to  offer,  but  filed  • 
motion  to  exclude  the  evidence  offered  OB 
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the  part  of  the  Btate,  and  requested  the 
court  to  instruct  the  jury  to  find  peremp- 
torily the  defendant  not  guilty  ol  the  crime 
charged. 

The  state  then  requested  the  court  to  in- 
struct the  jury  in  substance  as  follo^v8: 
"That  even  though  the  jury  might  believe 
that  the  defendant,  the  appellee,  was  not 
present  at  the  time  of  the  reception  of  the 
deposit  charged  in  the  indictment,  and  even 
though  they  might  believe  from  the  evidence 
'  that  he  did  not  know  of  this  specific  de- 
posit lieing  made  in  said  branch  banic,  yet, 
if  the  jury  further  believed  from  the  evi- 
dence, beyond  a  reasonable  doubt,  that  the 
defendant  was  a  director  in  the  Seranton 
State  Bank,  and  that  said  branch  bank  at 
Ocean  Springs,  on  the  date  laid  in  the  in- 
dictment, was  kept  open  tlirough  the  direc- 
tion of  said  appellee  and  the  other  directors 
of  the  bank,  for  the  reception  of  deposits, 
and  further  believed  from  the  evidence,  be- 
yond a  reasonable  doubt,  that  the  appellee 
knew,  or  had  good  reason  to  believe,  on  said 
date,  that  the  said  bank  was  in  an  insolvent 
condition,  then  you  should  find  the  defend- 
ant guilty  as  charged." 

The  motion  to  exclude  the  evidence  offered 
by  the  state  and  the  peremptory  instruction 
prayed  for  by  the  appellee  to  find  the  de- 
fendant not  guilty  were  granted  by  the 
court,  and  the  instruction  prayed  for  by  the 
state  was  refused,  to  which  actions  of  the 
court  the  state  excepted,  and  the  said  cause 
was  by  the  district  attorney,  on  behalf  of 
the  state,  appealed  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  state  of  Mississippi,  to  test  the  questions 
of  law  involved.  It  is  shown  that  the  de- 
posit was  actually  received  by  Louis  Lundy, 
the  cashier  of  the  said  branch  bank  at  Ocean 
Springs;  that  this  defendant  at  that  time 
was  some  14  miles  away,  at  Seranton,  where 
the  parent  bank  was  located.  It  is  perfectly 
clear  from  the  evidence  that  the  said  branch 
bank  was  utterly  insolvent  on  the  day  of 
the  reception  of  this  deposit,  and  had  been 
for  some  time  prior  thereto;  that  the  said 
branch  bank  was  kept  open  for  the  reception 
of  deposits  under  the  authority  of  the  di- 
rectors and  managing  officers,  and  that  the 
managing  officers  and  directors  of  the  said 
branch  bank  knew  the  bank  was  insolvent, 
but  did  not  close  the  doors  of  the  bank  when 
they  knew  it  had  become  insolvent,  and  did 
not  give  any  instructions  to  cease  the  recep- 
tion of  deposits,  although  said  insolvency 
was  well  known  to  them. 

The  main  defense  pressed  by  the  appellee, 
this  being  an  appeal  by  the  state  to  settle 
the  legal  question  involved  in  the  giving  of 
the  peremptory  charge  for  the  defendant  and 
the  refusal  of  the  charge  indicated  supra  for 
the  state,  was  that,  under  this  statute,  no 
one  of  the  officers  or  employees  of  a  bank 
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can  be  convicted  unless  the  particular  em- 
ployee or  officer  indicted  actually  manually 
received  the  deposit,  etc.  If  this  be  the 
true  construction  of  this  statute,  it  might 
as  well  be  repealed;  for  it  is  obvious  that, 
under  such  construction,  about  all  that  the 
officers  of  such  an  insolvent  bank  need  do 
is  to  place  some  one  at  the  window  of  the 
insolvent  bank  to  receive  deposits  who  is 
thoroughly  ignorant,  and  who  is  kept  in 
ignorance,  of  the  condition  of  the  bank.  If 
such  person  should  receive  a  deposit,  being 
so  ignorant,  he  can  truthfully  say  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  condition  of  the  bank,  and 
claim  an  acquittal.  If  any  officer  of  the 
bank  is  indicted,  he  can  escape  under  such 
construction  by  saying  that  he  did  not  ac- 
tually receive  the  deposit.  Such  a  con- 
struction is  monstrous,  in  view  of  the  well- 
known  purpose  of  the  legislature  in  enacting 
this  statute.  This  wholesome  statute  first 
appears  in  our  laws  in  the  admirable  Code 
of  1880,  prepared  by  ex-Chief  Justice  Camp- 
bell. It  was  obviously  intended  to  prevent 
the  existing  evil  on  the  part  of  insolvent 
banks  of  perpetrating  the  gross  and  out- 
rageous fraud  upon  the  confiding  public  of 
receiving  money  from  depositors  when  the 
bank  waa  insolvent,  and  known  by  its  offi- 
cers to  be  insolvent,  without  warning  such 
depositors  by  telling  them  of  the  insolvent 
condition  of  the  bank,  which  information 
would,  of  course,  enable  such  intending  de- 
positors to  withhold  the  deposits  and  thus 
prevent  themselves  from  being  robbed. 

The  precise  point  now  presented  for  de- 
cision has  never  been  passed  upon  by  this 
court  up  to  this  time,  and  the  case  is  there- 
fore one  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
public.  Many  such  statutes  of  like  charac- 
ter and  with  the  same  object  in  view,  vary- 
ing somewhat,  of  course,  in  their  phraseol- 
ogy, the  one  from  the  other,  have  been 
enacted  in  many  other  states  of  the  Union, 
and  have  been  construed  by  the  supreme 
courts  of  those  states.  We  will  examine 
now  some  of  those  decisions. 

In  the  case  of  State  r.  Eifert,  102  Iowa, 
188,  38  L.R.A.  485,  63  Am.  St.  Rep.  433.  66 
N.  W.  309,  71  N.  W.  248,  the  court  says: 
"The  eighth  paragraph  of  the  court's  charge 
reads:  'In  determining  whether  the  defend- 
ant received  or  accepted  the  alleged  deposit 
of  C.  H.  Mohling,  you  are  instructed  that 
it  is  not  necessary  that  the  evidence  should 
show,  or  that  you  should  find,  that  the  de- 
fendant in  person  received  such  deposit,  nor 
that  he  was  personally  present  when  it  was 
received  from  said  Mohling,  if  received  at 
all.  It  is  enough  if  it  was  received  by  the 
cashier  or  agent  of  defendant,  under  his  au- 
thority. But  you  are  further  instructed 
that  even  though  the  defendant  instructed 
Theodore  Eifert  to  close  the  bank,  and  re- 
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fuse  to  receive  or  accept  further  deposits, 
and  that,  after  such  instructions  to  so  re- 
fuse deposits,  the  said  Theodore  Eifert  did 
accept  and  receive  from  said  Mohling  the 
deposit  in  question,  if  so  you  find  from  the 
evidence,  still,  if  the  defendant,  with  knowl- 
edge thereof,  accepted  and  rotniiied  as  a  de- 
posit the  amount  so  received  from  said 
Mohling  by  said  Theodore  Eifert,  and  placed 
among  and  treated  it  as  a  part  of  the  funds 
or  assets  of  the  bank,  having  full  knowledge 
from  what  source  and  under  what  circum- 
stances and  by  whom  it  was  received,  he 
will  be  deemed  to  have  knowingly  accepted 
such  sum  as  a  deposit.  If,  however,  such 
deposit  was  so  received  without  his  author- 
ity, and  was  not  acepted  by  him,  if  at  all, 
with  full  knowledge  of  the  manner  and  cir- 
cumstances of  its  being  deposited,  if  at  all, 
then  he  will  not  be  deemed  to  have  knowing- 
ly received  or  accepted  such  deposit.'  Ex- 
ception is  taken  to  so  much  of  this  instruc- 
tion as  relates  to  the  action  of  the  defend- 
ant in  knowingly  accepting  and  retaining 
the  deposit,  after  full  knowledge  from  whom 
and  under  what  circumstances  it  had  been 
made.  The  argument  of  defendant  is  that 
when  the  deposit  was  received  and  accepted 
by  defendant's  son,  and  entered  upon  the 
books  of  the  bank  and  upon  the  depositor's 
book,  the  whole  transaction  was  concluded. 
Now,  the  facts  appear  to  be  that  the  son 
had  for  a  long  time  been  in  the  bank,  assist- 
ing his  father;  that  the  father  was  in  the 
city  of  Waverly  when  the  son,  who  had 
charge  of  the  bank,  received  the  deposit; 
that  it  was  received  on  the  afternoon  of  Au- 
gust 15,  1893,  and  several  hours  after  the 
son  had  received  a  telephone  message  from 
his  father  to  close  the  bank  and  to  take  no 
more  deposits;  that  the  father  returned  to 
Tripoli  the  same  evening,  and  then  learned 
that  this  deposit  had  been  received,  contrary 
to  his  orders;  that  said  money  was  put  into 
the  assets  of  the  bank;  and  that  defendant 
never  paid  or  tendered  it  back  to  Mohling. 
Now,  when  did  defendant  'knowingly  accept 
and  receive'  this  money,  as  charged  in  the 
indictment?  We  think  he  must  be  said  to 
have  done  so  when  he  returned  home  and 
first  knew  of  the  fact  of  its  receipt.  If  he 
had  given  no  directions  to  stop  business  and 
refuse  further  deposits,  then  it  might  be 
said  that  he  should  be  concluded  by  the 
transaction  when  the  money  was  in  fact 
received  by  his  son,  who  had  authority  to 
act  for  him.  But,  having  expressly  directed 
the  son  to  cease  business  and  refuse  deposits, 
he  had  no  reason  to  suspect  or  believe  that 
his  orders  would  not  be  obeyed.  It  cannot, 
therefore,  be  said  that  he  knowingly  received 
and  accepted  the  deposit  when  it  was  handed 
to  his  son,  and  by  him  accepted,  without  the 
father's  knowledge,  and  against  his  express 
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directions.    When,  however,  he  arrived  home 
that  evening,  he  became  acquainted  with  ill 
the  facts.     He  then  knew  that  this  deposit 
had  been  accepted  by  the  son  after  he  bad 
directed  him  to  take  no  more  deposits;  he 
knew  who  made  the  deposit ;  he  knew  be  wu 
then  insolvent,  and  that  he  had  been  before 
the  son  had  received  the  deposit;  and,  know- 
ing all  the  facts,  he  did  not  repudiate  the 
transaction,  but  retained  and  accepted  the 
money,  at  the  same  time  knowing  that  his 
bank  would  never  open  again.    It  seems  to 
us  that  when  defendant,  after  full  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  facts,  on  the  evening  after 
his  return,  failed  to  repudiate  the  act  of  his 
son,  and  took  no  steps  looking  to  a  return 
of  the  deposit  to  Mohling,  he  then  knowiii';- 
ly   received  and  accepted   the  deposit.    It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  not  s 
civil  action  for  damages  for  the  recoverr  of 
the  money  deposited.     It  may  be  that  in 
such    a    case    recovery    could    he    had  of 
the    defendant,     notwithstanding    the    de- 
posit was  received  by  his  agent,  contrarr 
to  his  directions.    But  the  gist  of  the  offcn<c 
charged  in  the  prosecution  is  in  knowingly 
receiving  and  accepting  a  deposit,  knowing 
that   he   was   then   insolvent.      Surely  one 
whose  agent,  without  his  knowledge  or  au- 
thority, and  in  disobedience  of  his  cxprrss 
instructions,   receives   and   accepts   for  his 
principal  money  as  a  deposit,  will  not,  bj 
such  act,  be  rendered  liable  criminally  f>r 
knowingly  receiving  and  accepting  the  mon- 
ey;  but  it  cannot  be  doubted  that,  after 
coming  into  possession  of  all  of  the  facts, 
the  principal  may  so  ratify  the  act  there- 
tofore done  as  to  make  it  binding  upon  him- 
self, and  the  basis  of  a  criminal  liabilitr. 
If  the  defendant  had,  on  being  acquainted 
with   what   had   been   done,    promptly  dis- 
avowed the  act  of  his  son,  and  returned  the 
deposit  to  Mohling,  he  woulii  not  have  l>een 
guilty,  as  it  could  not  then  have  been  said 
that  he  had  knowingly  received  and  accept- 
ed the  deposit." 

In  the  case  of  Baker  v.  State,  54  Wis.,  at 
page  376,  12  N.  W.,  at  page  16,  the  court 
says:  "The  manifest  object  of  the  statute 
in  question  was  to  suppress  the  business  of 
banking  or  brokerage  by  any  insolvent  per- 
son, company,  or  corporation,  it  therefore 
inflicts  punishment  upon  persons  so  enga^feil. 
knowing  the  fact.  A  banker  is  .one  who 
traffics  in  money,  receives  and  remits  mnm-r. 
negotiates  bills  of  exchange,  receives  money 
in  trust,  to  be  drawn  again,  or  its  equiva- 
lent, as  the  owner  has  occasion  to  use  it 
Banking  is  the  business  or  employment  of 
the  banker,  or  the  business  of  the  bank.  A 
broker  is  one  who  acts  as  agent,  middleman, 
or  negotiator  between  other  persons,  fee 
dictionaries.  The  very  nature  of  the  bus- 
iness prevents  it  from  being  conducted  by  a 
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person  isolated  from  all  communication  with 
others.  The  business,  therefore,  not  only 
affects  the  banker  or  broker,  but  every  per- 
son who  deals  with  him  as  such.  The  bus- 
iness ia  not  confined  to  the  property  of  the 
banker  or  broker,  but  involves  all  property 
passing  through  his  hands  or  intrusted  to 
liis  keeping.  A  bank  implies  capital,  and 
capital  invites  confidence.  A  man  holding 
himself  out  as  a  banker  or  broker  thereby 
gives  public  proclamation  that  he  ha^money, 
and  property  readily  convertible  into  money, 
in  his  possession  and  subject  to  his  control, 
and  for  that  reason  he  may  be  safely  trust- 
ed. It  requires  no  argument  to  show  that 
such  assurance  is  most  inviting  and  influen- 
tial with  the  mass  of  the  people,  especially 
with  those  unacquainted  with  the  history 
and  character  of  the  man.  With  them  the 
banker  or  broker  is  instrusted  with  moiu-y 
merely  because  he  is  a  banker  or  broker, 
and  hence  supposed  to  have  surplus  capital 
as  a  standing  guaranty  of  his  agreements 
and  his  integrity.  For  an  insolvent  banker, 
company,  or  corporation  to  continue  the 
business  of  banking  is  to  hold  out  assurances 
of  responsibility  and  surplus  capital  where 
neither  exists.  To  do  so  knowingly  is  to 
secure  the  confidence,  and  hence  obtain  the 
money,  of  the  ignorant  and  unwary  by  an 
implied  deception.  It  is  the  old  story  of 
i-'curing  the  victim  by  a  display  of  false 
i^>lors.  To  suppress  this  mischief,  to  save 
the  public  from  being  induced  to  deposit 
money  with  such  insolvent  by  the  implied 
assurance  of  responsibility  and  wealth  es- 
sential to  the  business  when  they  do  not  in 
fact  exist,  was  the  evident  purpose  of  the 
statute.  Wisconsin  is  not  alone  in  the 
enactment  of  such  statutes.  Similar  stat- 
utes exist  in  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisia- 
na, California,  Missouri,  South  Carolina, 
and  Michigan." 

It  will  be  observed  that- this  opinion  was 
delivered  by  Judge  Cassoday,  one  of  the 
greatest  judges  in  the  Union. 

In  the  case  of  Carr  v.  State,  from  the  su- 
preme court  of  Alabama,  found  in  101  Ala. 
4,  16  So.  150,  that  great  Judge  McClellan 
said:  "The  evidence  showed  that  defendant 
and  his  wife,  as  partners,  carried  on  a  bank- 
ing business  in  Colbert  county,  Alabama, 
under  the  nnme  and  style  of  Tuscumbia 
Banking  Company;'  that  the  defendant  was 
the  managing  and  controlling  member  of 
said  firm;  and  that  one  Harrington  was  the 
agent  of  said  firm,  and  acting  cashier  and 
bookkeeper  thereof,  at  the  time  the  deposit 
involved  here  was  made.  It  was  also  made 
to  appear  that,  on  the  day  said  deposit  was 
made,  the  defendant  was  away  from  Tuscum- 
bia, the  town  where  the  business  was  being 
carried  on,  and  that  the  deposit  was  received 
by  said  Harrington  for  the  Tuscumbia  Bank- 
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ing  Company.  On  these  facts  it  is  contend- 
ed by  the  defendant,  through  objections  to 
and  motions  to  exclude  testimony  and  re- 
quests for  instructions,  that  he  did  not  re- 
ceive the  deposit  alleged  in  the  indictment, 
and  should  be  acquitted  on  the  uncontro- 
verted  evidence;  the  theory  of  the  defense 
in  this  regard  being  that  no  other  than  a 
direct,  personal,  manual  receipt  of  deposits 
can  fill  the  terms  of  the  enactment.  There 
is  nothing  in  this  position.  The  defendant, 
as  a  member  and  manager  of  the  firm  called 
the  Tuscumbia  Banking  Company,  carried 
on  the  business  of  banking  at  Tuscumbia. 
He  thereby,  so  long  as  the  bank  was  kept 
open,  invited  the  public,  and  Robert  J. 
Abernathy  as  one  of  the  public,  to  make 
deposits  with  said  firm.  Whether  present 
or  absent  personally,  he  provided  means  for 
the  acceptance  of  this  invitation  by  the  em- 
ployment of  Harrington  to  take  possession 
of  deposits  tendered  in  consequence  of  it  for 
him,  and  the  act  of  Harrington  in  so  doing 
is  his  act,  as  fully,  in  every  sense,  as  if  he 
had  performed  it  by  his  own  hands;  and 
this,  wholly  regardless  of  all  considerations 
as  to  whether  Harrington  himself  might  be 
held  in  criminal  responsibility  for  his  act 
as  agent.  The  receipt  of  the  deposit  was  in 
the  usual  course  of  the  business  which  the 
defendant  carried  on  and  kept  open  for  the 
very  purpose,  among  others,  perhaps,  of  re- 
ceiving on  deposit  the  funds  of  other  iicr- 
sons;  and  no  matter  what  agencies  he  em- 
ployed, he  is  guilty  under  the  statute  if  he 
at  the  time  knew,  or  had  good  cause  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  Tuscumbia  Banking  Company 
was  in  a  failing  or  insolvent  condition.  1 
Morse,  Banks  k  Banking,  §  178;  1  Whort. 
Crim.  Law,  §  247;  2  Wharton,  Crim.  I.aw, 
§  1503;  State  v.  Cadwell,  70  Iowa,  432,  44 
N.  W.  700." 

In  the  case  of  State  v.  Cadwell,  supra,  the 
court  said:  "At  the  time  the  deposit  in 
question  was  received,  one  John  X.  Aleck 
was  cashier  of  defendants'  bank  at  Logan, 
and  issued  the  certificate;  and  at  the  time 
neither  of  the  defendants  was  present.  Tlie 
certificate,  against  the  objection  of  the  de- 
fendants, was  admitted  in  evidence,  and  the 
ruling  is  made  a  ground  of  complaint  here. 
A  specific  ground  of  complaint  in  argument 
is  that  the  defendants  were  indicted  for  re- 
ceiving the  deposit,  and  it  is  not  competent 
to  show  on  the  trial  that  the  money  was 
received  by  another  than  the  defendants  per- 
sonally. We  think  no  such  rule  has  ever 
been  held  by  a  court  of  last  resort.  On  the 
contrary,  a  general  and  well-recognized  rule 
is  that,  if  a  person  does  the  act  constituting 
the  offense,  through  the  agency  of  another, 
the  act  is  his,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  aver 
the  agency  in  the  indictment.  It  may  be 
charged  directly  as  his  act,  and  proof  that 
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His  recognition  of  the  general  authority  of 
the  teller  to  receive  deposits,  without  taking 
any  steps  to  prevent  such  action,  after 
lie  knew,  or,  in  law,  is  charged  with  knowl- 
edge, of  insolvency,  is  an  assent  to  the  re- 
ception of  this  deposit  by  his  employee. 
State  V.  Sattley,  supra." 

We  think  these  decision  state  the  true 
construction  of  statutes  of  this  sort  and  of 
our  statute.  Any  other  construction  abso- 
lutely abrogates  and  renders  wholly  nuga- 
tory the  great  and  wise  purpose  had  in  view 
by  the  legislature. 

The  district  attorney  who  prosecuted  the 
njipeal  below  has  filed  a  vejy  masterly  brief 
in  this  case,  from  which,  because  of  its  ex- 
cellence, we  make  the  following  quotation: 

"Surely  this  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
legislature,  and  if  this  construction  is  cor- 
rect, and  adhered  to  by  this  court,  then  the 
statute  under  discussion  is  a  nullity,  and  it 
will  almost  be  impossible  to  convict  any  offi- 
cer or  person  in  an  insolvent  bank  for  receiv- 
ing deposits,  etc.,  under  any  circumstance. 
For  instance,  the  persons  constituting  the 
board  of  directors  could  very  easily  employ 
one  person  in  an  insolvent  bank  whose  duty  it 
might  be  to  keep  books,  employ  another  per- 
son to  make  the  loans  for  the  bank  under 
the  direction  of  the  board  of  directors,  an- 
other receiving  deposits,  another  keeping 
books  of  the  bank,  none  of  whom  were  di- 
rectors in  the  bank,  and  during  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bank  in  this  manner  its  insol- 
vency was  only  known  by  the  directors  of 
the  bank.  Under  the  contention  of  counsel 
for  the  appellee,  the  only  person  who  might 
be  liable  under  §  1169,  Code  1006,  would 
be  the  employee  who  actually  received  the 
deposit  in  the  insolvent  bank.  Following 
this  contention  to  its  final  analysis,  what 
would  be  the  conclusion?  When  the  person 
who  kept  the  books  of  the  insolvent  bank 
was  indicted  under  said  section,  he  could 
easily  interpose  the  defense  that  he  could 
not  tell,  just  from  looking  at  the  books  of 
the  bank,  whether  or  not  the  bank  was  in- 
solvent; and  if  this  theory  did  not  prove 
tenable,  then  he  could  rely  on  the  other 
theory  of  counsel  for  the  appellee,  that  he 
did  not  actually  receive  the  deposit,  and 
consequently  he  could  not  be  held  liable.  If 
the  person  who  made  the  loans  for  the  bank 
under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  directors 
was  indicted  under  said  section,  he  might 
say  that  his  only  duty  was  to  make  the 
loans;  that  he  only  made  such  loans  that 
the  directors  thought  proper  and  authorized 
him  to  make;  and  that  he  did  not  know 
of  the  insolvent  condition  of  the  bank.  If 
this  theory,  or  if  this  position,  was  not 
tenable,  he  could  defend  under  the  other 
theory  advanced  by  counsel  for  the  appellee, 
that  he  did  not  actually  receive  the  deposit 
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in  the  bank,  and  consequently  he  could  not 
be  held  liable  under  said  section.  If  the 
members  of  the  board  of  directors  were  in- 
dicted for  receiving  a  deposit  in  the  \mo\- 
vent  bonk,  as  in  this  case,  although  proof 
would  unqualifyingly  show  that  the  bank 
was  as  rotten  as  it  was  insolvent,  and  as  in- 
solvent as  it  was  corrupt,  and  that  tbev 
well  knew  all  this,  yet  directed  the  em- 
ployees of  the  bank  to  continue  to  receive 
deposits  in  said  bank,  and  to  keep  and  main- 
tain the  doors  and  offices  of  the  bank  open 
for  the  reception  of  deposits,  they,  the  di- 
rectors, might  then,  under  the  contention 
of  counsel  for  the  appellee  and  under  tbe 
ruling  of  the  lower  court  in  this  case,  de- 
fend on  the  ground  that  they  did  not  actual- 
ly receive  the  deposit,  and,  therefore,  could 
not  be  held  liable.  When  the  person  who 
actually  received  the  deposit  in  the  bank 
was  indicted,  his  sole  and  only  defense  could 
possibly  be  that  he  did  not  know,  or  have 
good  reason  to  believe,  that  the  bank  wat 
insolvent  when  he  received  the  deposit,  and 
that  he  was  authorized  to  receive  same  bj 
the  board  of  directors.  The  consequence 
would  be  that  the  court  would  be  unable  to 
convict  any  person  connected  with  the  insol- 
vent bank,  because  the  only  one  who  actual- 
ly received  the  deposit  in  the  bank  might 
say  that  he  did  not  know  of  the  insolvent 
condition  of  the  bank,  and  the  officers  in  tht 
bank  who  knew  of  the  insolvent  condition 
of  the  bank,  and  who  authorized  the  re- 
ception of  tbe  deposit  in  the  bank,  might 
say  that  they  did  not  actually  receive  the 
deposit.    This  contention  will  not  hold." 

It  follows  from  these  views  that  the  a^ 
tion  of  the  court  below  in  giving  the  per- 
emptory instruction,  directing  the  jury  to 
acquit  the  defendant,  and  in  refusing  the 
instruction  of  the  state  indicated  supra,  vu 
erroneous. 


MISSOURI  SUPREME  COURT. 

(Division    No.    a.) 

R.  A.  HOLMES,  Respt., 

V. 

ROYAL  FRATERNAL  UNION,  Appt. 
(222  Mo.  656,  121  S.  W.  100.) 

liibel  —  privilege  —  fraternal  order. 

1.  A  written  communication  from  the 
president  of  a  fraternal  society  to  members 
at  a  certain  place,  to  the  effect  that  the 
collecting  agent  of  the  Order  at  that  place 


yote.  —  Lihel  and  Zander,'  qualified 
privilege  of  conunttnicatlon  beticeen 
tnemhera  of  an  asaocUition  or  of  a 
private  corporation. 

This  note  does  not  include  cases  involving 
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would  be  received.  This  was  the  plain 
measure  of  his  duty  as  prescribed  by  the 
law,  which  he  waa  conclusively  bound  to 
know." 

In  the  case  of  State  t.  Yetzer,  07  Iowa, 
423,  66  N.  W.  737,  the  court  held  "that 
an  ofBcer  of  an  insolvent  bank,  who,  know- 
ing of  its  insolvency,  permit*  or  connives  at 
the  receiving  of  deposits,  is  guilty  of  the 
offense  described,  whether  he  is  a  managing 
party  or  not;"  and  the  court  further  held 
that  it  was  not  necessary,  "to  constitute  a 
violation  of  such  statute  by  an  officer  of  the 
bank  who  does  not  personally  receive  the 
deposit,  that  the  person  actually  receiving 
it  knows  that  the  bank  was  insolvent,  where 
such  officer  knows  it  and  allows  such  person 
to  receive  it  for  the  bank."  At  page  437 
of  97  Iowa,  the  court  added: 

"The  bank  was  in  the  extreme  of  insolven- 
cy. The  defendant  was  its  president,  and 
the  fact  of  insolvency  was  known  to  him. 
He  knew  that  the  bank  was  receiving  depos- 
its, and  of  its  inability  to  pay  The  evi- 
dence to  show  that  he  permitted  and  con- 
nived at  the  receipt  of  deposits,  including 
that  for  which  he  stands  indicted,  is  so 
strong  that  no  man,  unprejudiced,  could 
doubt  his  guilt.  What  might  have  been  his 
individual  purposes  and  motives  is  another 
question,  and  they  may  be  considered  in  fix- 
ing the  degree  of  punishment.  But  of  the 
fact  of  his  having  permitted  the  receipt  of 
deposits,  knowing  the  bank  to  be  insolvent, 
there  is  no  doubt,  and  the  verdict  has  abun- 
dant support." 

In  a  very  able  opinion,  indeed,  by  Camp- 
bell, Ch.  J.,  in  the  case  of  McClure  v.  People, 
from  the  supreme  court  of  Colorado,  27 
Colo.  358,  at  page  372,  61  Pac.  612,  citing  a 
large  number  of  authorities,  the  court  said: 
"The  question  then  is:  May  a  banker,  or 
an  officer  of  a  bank,  exempt  himself  from 
criminal  liability  under  the  statute  by  in- 
tentionally absenting  himself  from  the  bank, 
and  abstaining  from  participating  in  its 
management,  and  purposely  neglecting  to 
avail  himselif  of  means  of  information  as  to 
its  financial  condition,  or  by  showing  that, 
if  he  had  given  attention  to  its  business,  his 
lack  of  fitness  and  unfamiliarity  with  bank- 
ing methods  would  not  enable  him  to  ascer- 
tain its  true  condition?  The  mere  state- 
ment of  the  proposition,  it  seems  to  us,  is 
its  own  refutation.  After  a  careful  exam- 
ination of  the  entire  record,  the  writer  of 
this  opinion  is  thoroughly  eonvinced  that 
the  oifer  of  evidence  made  by  the  defendant 
and  refused  by  the  court  amounts  to 
nothing  more  than  this:  That  the  defendant 
was  ignorant  of  the  insolvency  of  the  bank 
because  he  wilfully  (wilfully  in  the  sense 
of  intentionally)  neglected  the  means  where- 
by be  could  or  might  have  ascertained  its 
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condition,  and  paid  no  attention  whatever  to 
its  business,  though  holding  himself  out  as 
the  president  of  a  solvent  institution,  there- 
by encouraging  persons  to  deal  with  it;  or 
his  lack  of  knowledge  arose  from  the  fact 
that  his  unfamiliarity  with  business  meth- 
ods was  so  pronounced  that  he  could  not 
have  ascertained  its  true  condition,  had  he 
made  cui  examination  into  its  affairs,  but 
would  have  been  obliged  to  depend  (as  he 
did)  upon  statements  of  its  solvency  made 
to  him  by  those  who  had  active  management 
of  its  affairs.  A  person  cannot,  upon  such 
a  pretext,  escape  the  natural  and  necessary 
consequences  of  his  own  voluntary  acts, 
which,  in  this  case,  clearly  amount  to  crim- 
inal negligence.  In  line  with  the  other  au- 
thorities cited  in  support  of  this  conclusion 
is  Carr  v.  State,  104  Ala.  4,  16  So.  150, 
which,  in  all  essential  particulars,  is  on  all 
fours  with  the  case  at  bar.  The  opinion 
contains  an  excellent  statement  of  the  law 
applicable  to  this  case  as  to  the  duty  of  a 
bank  officer  to  know  its  financial  condition, 
and  any  excerpt  would  fail  to  disclose  what 
only  a  careful  reading  of  the  entire  opinion 
reveals.  See  also  State  v.  CadwcU  and  State 
V.  Yetzer,  supra. 

"It  may  be  true  that,  in  the  management 
of  a  bank,  the  power  of  its  president  is  less 
than  that  of  the  cashier.  But  we  submit 
that  the  president  cannot  shield  himself 
from  criminal  liability  by  easting  the  re- 
sponsibility of  failure  and  insolvency  upon 
other  officers,  who  were  more  immediately 
and  directly  contributory  to  it,  by  a  plea 
of  ignorance  of  the  straits  into  which  the 
institution  has  fallen,  when  that  ignorance 
is  due  entirely  to  his  criminal  negligence  in 
failing  to  acquaint  himself  with  its  affairs, 
or  to  his  inability,  natural  or  otherwise,  to 
acquire  knowledge,  had  he  exercised  his 
faculties  to  that  end.  The  person  who  toc^ 
the  deposit  in  question  was  an  employee  of 
the  bank,  authorized  by  its  officers  to  receive 
deposits  into  the  bank  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business.  Defendant,  as  president, 
either  joined  in  conferring  this  authority, 
or,  with  knowledge  ot  its  existence,  ac- 
quiesced in  it.  After  the  bank  was  insol- 
vent, and  after  defendant  knew  it,  or  would 
have  known  it,  had  he  not  kept  himself  in 
ignorance  of  its  financial  condition  by  crim- 
inal negligence,  he  neither  revoked  the  au- 
thority of  the  teller,  nor  did  anything  to  dis- 
courage or  put  a  stop  to  the  taking  of  de- 
posits by  closing  the  doors,  or  giving  notice 
that  deposits  would  not  be  received.  By 
such  conduct  he  clearly  assented  to  the  re- 
ception of  deposits.  It  was  not  essential  to 
a  conviction  that  he  should  assent  to  this 
particular  deposit,  or  that  he  should  have 
acquiesced  in  its  reception  after  he  obtained 
actual  knowledge  that  it  had  been  made. 
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APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Buchanan 
County  in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  alleged  libel. 
Reversed. 

Statement  by  Fox,  J. : 

This  cause  is  here  by  appeal  from  a  judg- 
ment of  the  Buchanan  county  circuit  court 
in  favor  of  the  plaintiff. 

This  is  an  action  for  libel,  and  is  based 
upon  a  letter  written  by  the  appellant  at 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  addressed  to  one  Clint 
Hull  at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  dated  Decem- 
ber 22,  1904,  containing,  as  alleged  in  the 
petition,  several  false,  scandalous,  malici- 
ous, and  defamatory  matters  of  and  con- 
cerning the  respondent  in  his  business.     It 


is  also  alleged  in  the  petition  that  appel- 
lant on  the  same  date  wrote  and  mailed 
the  same  letter  to  a  number  of  other  per- 
sons at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  containing,  as 
alleged,  the  same  libelous  matter.  The  pe- 
tition charges  libel  in  the  usual  form,  based 
upon  the  publication  of  said  letter  by  the 
parties  therein  named  opening  and  reading 
same. 

The  answer  of  appellant  admitted  that 
the  letter  charged  was  written  and  mailed 
to  Clint  Hull,  as  well  as  other  members  of 
the  Royal  Fraternal  Union,  at  St  Joseph, 
and  alleges  that  it  was  not  mailed  to  any- 
one else  or  otherwise  published.  It  is  de- 
nied that  the  letter  was  libelous,  and  the 
innuendoes  of  the  petition  are  denied.  In 
defense,  the  truth  of  the  letter  is  pleaded, 


ployee,  which  was  entailing  a  loss  to  the 
company. 

So,  also,  a  communication  from  the  treas- 
urer of  a  corporation  to  its  manager,  re- 
garding the  loss  of  property  from  a  store- 
house, in  which  suspicion  of  implication  on 
the  part  of  the  foreman  is  intimated,  and 
his  discharge  is  ordered,  was  held,  in  Denver 
Public  Warehouse  Co.  v.  Holloway,  34  Colo. 
432.  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  696,  114  Am.  St.  Rep. 
171,  83  Pac.  13],  7  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  840, 
to  be  privileged. 

A  communication  by  a  corporation  to  its 
constituents,  of  the  evidence  collected  by  it 
as  to  the  conduct  of  its  officers  and  agents, 
and  its  conclusion  upon  the  evidence,  was 
held,  in  Philadelphia,  W.  &  B.  R.  Co.  v. 
Quigley,  21  How.  205,  16  L.  ed.  73,  to  be  a 
privileged  communication  in  the  absence  of 
malice  or  bad  faith;  but  the  privilege  was 
Iield  not  to  extend  to  the  preservation  of  the 
report  in  evidence  in  the  permanent  form  of 
a  book  for  distribution. 

A  company  having  a  great  number  of 
shareholders,  all  interested  in  knowing  how 
its  officers  conduct  themselves,  is  justified 
in  making  a  communication  in  a  printed  re- 
port relating  to  the  conduct  of  its  officers 
•to  all  the  shareholders,  whctlier  present  or 
absent,  if  the  communication  be  made  with- 
out of  malice  and  bona  fide.  Lawless  v.  An- 
glo-Egyptian Cotton  Co.  L.  R.  4  Q.  B.  202. 

A  shareholder  in  a  corporation  is  privi- 
leged to  speak  with  its  managing  agent  con- 
-ceruing  an  employee  of  the  company,  and 
his  words,  unless  spoken  with  actual  malice, 
are  not  actionable.  Scullin  v.  Harper,  24 
■C.  C.  A.  169,  46  U.  S.  App.  073,  78  Fed.  460. 

A  letter  written  by  one  stockholder  to  an- 
other to  the  effect  that  a  third  was  attempt- 
ing to  wreck  the  corporation,  and  had  de- 
frauded it,  and  that  he  was  somewhat  daft, 
was  held,  in  Chambers  v.  Leiser,  43  Wash. 
285,  86  Pac.  627,  10  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
■270,  to  be  libelous  per  se,  but  privileged  if 
made  in  good  faith  and  without  malice,  and 
the  statements  were  pertinent  to  the  sub- 
ject-matter which  it  was  the  defendant's 
privilege  to  communicate. 

A  communication  made  by  the  cashier  of 
a  bank  to  a  stockholder  with  reference  to 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  insolvency  of  the  plaintiff,  who  was 
surety  upon  an  official  bond  to  the  bank, 
was  held,  in  Rothholz  v.  Dunkle,  53  N.  J. 
L.  438,  13  L.R.A.  655,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  432, 
22  Atl.  193,  to  be  privileged;  and  it  was 
further  held  that  it  was  not  necessary,  in 
order  to  justify  the  communication,  to  show 
that  it  was  in  response  to  an  inquiry  made 
by  the  stockholder. 

The  privilege  of  a  communication  by  the 
treasurer  of  a  corporation  to  its  manager, 
directing  the  discharge  of  the  foreman  and 
giving  reason  therefor,  is  not  lost  by  show- 
ing it  to  the  night  watchman.  Denver  Pub- 
lic Warehouse  Co.  t.  Holloway,  supra. 

Statements  made  by  a  stockholder  at  a 
stockholders'  meeting,  concerning  directors 
of  the  corporation,  is  ordinarily  privileged 
unless  members  of  the  public  are  present 
Parsons  v.  Surgey,  4  Fost  db  F.  249. 

A  circular  sent  out  by  a  solicitor  for  cer- 
tain shareholders  of  a  corporation  to  other 
shareholders  only,  which  reflected  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  promoters  and  directors,  was 
held  to  be  privileged,  in  Quartz  Hill  Consol. 
Gold  Min.  Co.  v.  Beall,  L.  R.  20  Ch.  Div. 
501.  • 

The  same  rule  has  been  applied  to  mem- 
bers of  an  association. 

Thus,  whcfre  it  is  the  duty  of  a  member 
and  an  official  of  a  medical  society,  to  com- 
municate to  the  society  statements  in  re- 
gard to  other  members  thereof,  such  com- 
munications were  held,  in  McKnight  v.  Has- 
brouck,  17  R.  I.  70,  20  Atl.  95,  to  be  privi- 
leged. 

So,  in  Montgomery  v.  Knox,  23  Fla.  595. 
3  So.  211,  it  was  held  that  a  communication 
from  the  president  of  a  co-operative  insur- 
ance company  to  the  members  thereof,  that 
the  company  had  been  defending  a  suit 
brought  against  it  on  one  of  its  policies  be- 
cause the  officials  believed  that  the  loss  was 
fraudulent,  waa  privileged. 

And  in  Gattis  v.  Kilgo,  140  N.  C.  100, 
52  S.  E.  240,  it  was  held  that  the  investiga- 
tion of  charges  against  the  president  of  a 
college,  before  the  board  of  trustees,  was 
qualifiedly  privileged,  and  so  was  the  pub- 
lication of  the  proceedings  in  a  pamphlet 
intended  for  circulation  among  the  patrons 
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and  appellant  further  pleaded  that  it  was 
a  privileged  communication.  Appellant  al- 
leged its  good  faith  in  writing  and  publish- 
ing  the  letter. 

The  appellant  is  a  fraternal  beneficiary 
association  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
this  state  with  headquarters  at  St.  Louis. 
Holmes  was  a  member  of  the  association, 
and  for  two  years  prior  to  the  publication 
of  the  allegefl  libelous  letter  was  employed 
by  the  association  in  soliciting  members, 
organizing  subordinate  councils,  and  taking 
applications  for  beneficiary  certificates  or 
policies. 

The  letter  written  by  the  association  to 
Clint  Hull,  C.  B.  Peasley,  and  others,  at  St. 
Joseph,    Missouri,    of    and    concerning    re- 


spondent as  its  agent,  dated  December  22, 
1904,  is  as  follows: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  we  have 
canceled  the  authority  of  our  former  repre- 
sentative at  St.  Joe,  Missouri,  Mr.  R.  A. 
Holmes,  to  represent  this  order  in  any 
manner  whatever.  He  is  not  authorized  to 
take  applications  or  to  collect  or  to  receipt 
for  dues.  Mr.  Holmes  has  not  remitted 
to  this  office  any  of  the  collections  that  he 
has  made  at  St.  Joe  for  the  last  two 
months;  while  he  has  reported  to  us  the 
names  and  amounts  collected-  he  has  failed 
to  remit  the  money  he  has  collected,  due  the 
Order,  so  you  are  advised  not  to  make  any 
more  payment  of  dues  to  Mr.  Holmes,  as 


of  the  college,  or  among  those  likely  to  be- 
come its  patrons;  a  different  rule  would  ap- 
ply, however,  if  the  person  making  the 
charges  had  caused  them  to  be  published  in 
a  newspaper. 

Communications  made  to  a  secret  frater- 
nal benevolent  society  by  a  member  thereof 
was  held,  in  Graham  v.  State,  6  Ga.  App. 
436,  65  S.  E.  167,  to  be  privileged  if  made, 
either  pending  an  investigation  into  an  al- 
leged violation  of  its  by-laws  by  one  of  the 
members,  or  in  good  faith  for  the  purpose  of 
causing  an  investigation  and  a  trial  of  such 
member  pursuant  thereto.  And  to  the  some 
effect  was  the  decision  upon  a  second  ap- 
peal.    (Ga.  App.)  66  S.  E.  1038. 

The  report  of  a  member  of  a  committee 
of  the  grand  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  in  re- 
gard to  the  expulsion  of  a  member  of  a  sub- 
ordinate lodge,  made  in  acordance  with  the 
regular  procedure  of  the  lodge,  is  privi- 
leged in  the  absence  of  the  proof  of  malice. 
Kirkpatrick,  v.  Eagle  Lodge  No.  32,  26  Kan. 
384,  40  Am.  Rep.  316. 

The  presence  of  attorneys  upon  the  re- 
quest of  officers  of  the  corporation,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  stockholders,  does  not  affect 
the  privilege  or  right  of  a  stockholder  to 
criticize  the  management  of  the  corporation 
or  the  conduct  of  its  employees.  Broughton 
V.  MeGrew,  5  L.R.A.  406,  39  Fed.  672. 

But  the  privilege  extends  only  to  com- 
munications pertinent  to  the  common  inter- 
ests and  necessary  in  protecting  those  in- 
terests or  in  discharging  the  duty  imposed 
upon  the  party  making  the  communications. 

This  distinction  is  clearly  expressed  in 
Sewall  V.  Catlin,  3  Wend.  291,  where  it  was 
held  that  a  bank  director  was  not  justified 
in  making  a  communication  to  a  codirector 
in  the  public  streets,  affecting  the  credit  or 
responsibility  of  a  merchant,  where  there  is 
no  evidence  of  such  communication  being 
confidential;  but  at  a  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors  he  would  be  justified  in  com- 
municating to  his  associates  any  report 
which  he  might  have  heard  in  relation  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  customers  of  the 
bank. 

And  see  Philadelphia,  W.  &  B.  R.  Co.  v. 
Quigley  and  Gattis  t.  Kilgo,  supra. 
28  LJLA.(N.S.) 


A  letter  written  by  the  defendant  corpora- 
tion on  a  matter  of  business  in  which  the 
defendant  was  interested  and  in  reply  to  a 
communication  from  the  president,  to  whom 
it  was  addressed,  is  not  a  privileged  com- 
munication, so  far  as  relates  to  a  charge 
therein  made  derogatory  to  the  character  of 
third  persons,  which  charges  are  not  neces- 
sary to  a  statement  of  the  defendant's  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  the  business  to  which  tlie 
correspondence  relates.  Merchants'  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Buckner,  39  C.  C.  A.  19,  98  Fed.  222, 
second  appeal  49  C.  C.  A.  80,  110  Fed.  345. 

So,  a  letter  from  one  stockholder  to  an- 
other, reflecting  upon  the  character  of  an 
applicant  for  a  position  in  the  corporation, 
was  held,  in  Brooks  v.  Blanchard,  1  Cromp. 
A  M.  779,  not  to  be  privileged,  where  the 
position  was  filled  before  the  letter  was 
written. 

But  in  Broughton  v.  McGrew,  supra,  it 
was  held  that  the  privileged  character  of  a 
communication  by  a  stockholder  of  a  cor- 
poration as  to  the  drunkenness  of  a  general 
manager,  made  at  a  meeting  for  the  election 
of  directors  and  other  business,  is  not  lost 
because  not  made  until  after  the  election. 

A  number  of  other  cases,  although  not 
strictly  in  point  upon  the  narrow  question 
presented  by  Holmes  v.  Royal  FBATEB^rAT. 
Union,  may  be  cited  as  bearing  somewhat 
upon  the  question  and  as  illustrating  ap- 
plications of  the  more  general  rule. 

A  letter  written  by  a  superintendent  of  a 
railroad  to  the  president  of  a  news  company 
in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  a  news  agent 
at  one  of  the  stands  in  the  railroad  com- 
pany's station  was  held,  in  Warner  v.  Mis- 
souri P.  R.  Co.  112  Fed.  114,  to  be  a  privi- 
leged communication. 

So  a  communication  from  one  electric 
lighting  corporation  to  another,  containing 
charges  against  the  character  and  qualifica- 
tions of  an  engineer  employed  jointly  by 
them  in  the  laying  of  conduits,  was  held 
privileged  in  Wagner  v.  Scott,  164  Mo.  280, 
63  S.  W.  1107. 

A  druggist  having  a  contract  right  to  fill 
the  prescriptions  of  a  physician  has  a  quali- 
fied privil^e  in  making  statements  to  him 
concerning  the  character  of  his  office  attend- 
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be  has  no  authority  to  collect  dues  or  re- 
ceipt for  payments  made  to  him.  As  we 
had  advised  you  to  make  your  payments 
to  Mr.  Holmes,  we  have  credited  you  and 
the  other  members  at  St.  Joe  with  all  the 
payments  they  made  to  him  and  stood  the 
loss  ourselves. 

We  have  arranged  with  the  firm  of  Hull 
&  Chittenden,  at  No.  610  Edmond  street, 
St.  Joe,  Missouri,  to  take  care  of  the  collec- 
tions until  some  other  arrangements  can 
be  made.  They  have  the  collection  list  in 
their  office  and  are  authorized  to  receipt  for 
monthly  dues.  If  it  is  more  convenient  for 
you  to  remit  your  dues  direct  to  the  home 
office  than  to  pay  to  them  you  are  at  liberty 
to  do  so,  but  in  either  event  the  payment 
must  be  made  on  or  before  the  last  day 
of  the  month.  Flense  call  at  their  office 
and  make  your,  payment  to  them  at  your 
earliest  convenience.  Kindly  keep  in  mind 
that  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  go  to 
the  office  of  the  above  firm  (Hull  &  Chit- 
tenden) to  make  your  payments, — they  will 
not  send  a  collector  to  your  home.  We 
regret  exceedingly  that  it  has  become  neces- 
sary to  cancel  Mr.  Holmes'  authority,  and 
we  hope  you  and  the  other  members  at  St. 
Joe  will  appreciate  the  situation  and  retain 
your  membership  in  the  Order.  We  will 
endeavor  to  secure  an  active  agent  at  St. 
Joe  as  soon  as  possible. 

With  best  wishes,  I  remain. 
Fraternally  yours, 

F.  H.  Pickrell,  President 

In  December,  ]002,  respondent  was  em- 
ployed by  the  association  by  a  written  con- 
tract to  act  as  its  agent,  with  territory  in 
the  state  of  Kansas.  Under  the  provisions 
of  this  contract  he  was  to  receive,  as  full 
commission  for  all  services  rendered,  all 
the  first  payments  collected  at  the  time 
of  taking  applications,  and,  in  addition 
thereto,  the  third,  fifth,  seventh,  tenth,  and 
twelfth  assessments  received  at  the  home 
office  on'  business  written  by  Holmes,  or 
agents  appointed  by  him.  Respondent  soon 
became  dissatisfied  with  the  commissions  re- 
ceived under  this  contract,  when  the  asso- 
ciation offered  him  another,  which  was  re- 
jected. Again  in  July,  1903,  the  association 
undertook  to  satisfy  him  by  a  new  contract, 
and  invited  him  to  come  to  St.  Louis,  the 
association  agreeing  to  pay  one  half  the  ex- 


penses. This  was  also  rejected,  and  at  the 
same  time  respondent,  in  a  letter  to  the 
association,  threatened  suit  if  matters  veie 
not  adjusted  to  his  satisfaction.  On  Ko- 
vember  2,  1903,  a  new  contract  was  entered 
into  between  respondent  and  the  association. 
This  new  contract  covered  nine  counties  in 
the  state  of  Kansas  and  four  counties  in 
Northwest  Missouri,  including  St  Joseph. 
The  powers  given  by  the  new  contract  to 
respondent  were  similar  to  those  embraced 
in  the  first  contract,  but  set  out  more  in 
detail.  Under  this  new  contract  respond- 
ent, for  all  services  rendered  by  him,  or  any 
subagent  he  might  appoint,  was  to  receire 
upon  the  health  and  accident  business  all 
the  policy  fee  collectea  by  the  agents,  40 
per  cent  of  the  first  twelve  monthly  dues, 
and  20  per  cent  of  subsequent  monthly  dues, 
as  well  as  some  contingent  commissions 
which  are  not  necessary  to  be  noticed  in 
this  statement.  The  dues  on  policies  under 
this  last  contract  were  to  be  remitted 
monthly  by  respondent  to  the  association 
on  or  before  the  3d  day  of  the  month  to 
which  the  dues  applied.  The  association 
was  to  report  and  remit  to  respondent  his 
commissions  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month. 
The  new  contract  superseded  the  old  con- 
tract. The  respondent,  after  entering  into 
the  new  contract,  was  still  entitled  under 
the  old  to  commissions  on  dues  paid  iff 
members  obtained  during  its  life,  up  to 
and  including  the  twelfth  monthly  payment 
The  alternate  payments  to  which  respond- 
ent was  entitled  under  the  old  contract 
were  called  "skip"  payments,  and  one  of 
his  contentions  with  the  association  was 
that  he  was  to  receive  these  "skip"  pay- 
ments after  the  end  of  the  first  year.  This 
contention  was  found  by  the  circuit  court 
to  be  in  the  face  of  the  contract,  and  it  so 
instructed  the  jury.  Under  the  first  con- 
tract the  association  revised  and  sent  to 
respondent  a  monthly  list,  showing  nev 
members  and  old  members  who  had  de- 
faulted. This  list  was  to  be  returned  by 
him,  and  was  returned  imtil  he  finally  kept 
it,  as  he  wrote  the  association,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  his  at- 
torney. 

Respondent  also  claimed  that,  in  addition 
to  the  commissions  provided  in  each,  the 
first  and  second  contracts,  he  was  further 
entitled  to  10  per  cent  for  collecting.    In 


ant,  and  is  therefore  not  liable  for  so  doing 
unless  he  acts  maliciously.  Trimble  v.  Mor- 
rish,  152  Mich.  624,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1017, 
116  N.  W.  461. 

So,  where  one  limited  company  sends  a 
communication  to  another  company  contain- 
ing derogatory  statements  about  a  third 
person,  such  a  comunication  is  privileged, 
where  the  first  company  owes  the  second 
company  the  duty  of  making  such  a  com- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


munication.  Edroondson  v.  Birch  t  Co. 
[1907]  1  K.  B.  371,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  192. 
A  communication  by  a  life  insurance  com- 
pany to  a  soliciting  agent  touching  the  busi- 
ness of  the  agency  is  not  actionable  without 
proof  that  the  principal  was  actuated  by 
malice  toward  the  person  to  whom  the  com- 
munication relates.  Nichols  v.  Eaton,  110 
Iowa,  500,  47  L.R.A.  483,  80  Am.  St  Be^ 
319,  81  N.  W.  792. 
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4he  early  part  of  1904  he  began  to  retain 
10  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  40  per  cent 
allowed  under  the  contract,  on  all  collec- 
tions. This  act  the  association  demurred 
to,  and  wrote  him  that  he  was  not  entitled 
to  the  extra  10  per  cent;  but  he  continued 
io  deduct  it  from  his  collections,  and  also 
deducted  at  least  one  "skip"  payment  to 
which  he  was  not  entitled.  The  last  re- 
mittaitve  made  by  respondent  of  his  col- 
lections to  the  association  was  in  No- 
vember, 1904.  From  that  remittance  he 
not  only  deducted  40  per  cent  under  the 
contract,  but  deducted  .30  per  cent  as  well, 
-claiming  that  there  was  10  per  cent  due 
him  for  the  months  of  September,  October, 
.And  November.  The  association  complained 
of  this  extra  deduction,  and  undertook  to 
Mint  out  to  respondent  that  he  was  not  en- 
titled to  it,  he  maintaining  that  he  was. 
Respondent  also  made  collections  for  De- 
cember amounting  to  $64.89,  none  of  which 
was  remitted  to  the  association.  He  took 
the  stand  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  money 
in  his  hands,  and  that  he  did  not  propose 
<to  remit  any  more  until  the  association  rec- 
ognized his  claim.  Respondent  testified 
that  the  association  owed  him  $125  or  $150, 
but  he  did  not  make  any  showing  in  detail 
^8  to  how  the  association  owed  him  any 
such  amount.  His  claim  for  10  per  cent 
extra  commission  was  also  determined 
4igain8t  him  by  the  circuit  court  by  an  in- 
struction to  that  effect. 

The  evidence  demonstrates  clearly  that  re- 
-spondent  failed  to  remit  to  the  association  a 
^eat  portion  of  the  collections  for  Novem- 
ber made  at  St.  Joseph,  and  all  of  the  col- 
lections made  at  the  same  place  for  the 
month  of  December.  The  association's  book 
in  evidence  disclosed  that  he  was  indebted 
-to  it  in  the  sum  of  $I'27.09;  and  while  re- 
-epondent  testified  that  the  association  was 
indebted  to  him  in  about  that  sum,  yet  his 
testimony  was  a  mere  assertion,  and  is  not 
4>ased  upon  any  tangible  figures  or  facts. 
The  association  wrote  him  a  number  of  let- 
ters relative  to  the  November  and  Decem- 
ber collections,  all  of  which  are  couched  in 
courteous  and  reasonable  language,  request- 
ing him  to  remit  the  amounts  he  had  col- 
lected. Oq  November  11th  the  associa- 
tion wrote  him,  and  gave  notice  under  the 
terms  of  the  second  contract  of  its  can- 
-celation,  to  be  effective  ten  days  from  date. 
On  the  14th  day  of  November  the  associa- 
-tion  again  wrote  him,  urging  him  to  make 
settlement  under  the  terms  of  his  con- 
tract, making  it  clear  that  the  observance 
of  its  terms  would  be  required,  and  also 
proposing  to  negotiate  a  new  contract  with 
lim.  Respondent  did  not  write  the  associa- 
tion again  until  he  reported  his  collections 
ioT  December,  when  he  reported  the  sum  ' 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


of  $64.89,  and  retained  the  whole  amount. 
He  again  claimed  10  per  cent  extra  commis- 
sion, and  intimated  plainly  in  this  last  let- 
ter that  he  was  holding  the  money  then  in 
his  hands  until  his  demands  were  acceded 
to  by  the  association.  The  association  then 
had  a  complete  examination  made  of  all 
the  business  of  respondent,-  allowing  him 
commissions  he  was  entitled  to  under  both 
contracts,  and  found  that  he  was  indebted 
in  the  sum  of  $127.99  to  the  association. 
The  supreme  president  of  the  order  then 
ordered  Mr.  Chittenden,  one  of  the  clerks 
in  the  office  in  St.  Louis,  to  notify  respond- 
ent of  the  termination  of  his  contract  and 
cancelation  of  his  authority,  and  to  notify 
members  at  St.  Joseph  who  had  been  pay- 
ing dues  to  him  not  to  make  any  further 
payments  to  him.  Accordingly,  Chittenden 
notified  respondent  of  the  cancelation  of 
his  contract,  and  on  December  22,  1904, 
the  letter  which  is  the  basis  of  this  action 
was  written  and  mailed  to  the  members 
of  the  association  at  St.  Joseph.  Prior  to 
this,  in  a  number  of  letters,  respondent  had 
threatened  suit  against  the  association,  and 
had  also  threatened  that,  if  the  association 
did  not  accede  to  his  demands  for  further 
commissions,  he  would  leave  the  order  and 
take  two  thirds  of  the  St.  Joseph  members 
with  him. 

This  sufficiently  indicates  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  testimony  upon  which  this 
cause  was  submitted  to  the  jury. 

At  the  close  of  the  evidence  the  court  in- 
structed the  jury  in  accordance  with  its 
views,  upon  the  facts  as  developed  upon-  the 
trial,  and,  the  cause  being  submitted  to 
them,  they  returned  their  verdict,  finding 
the  issues  for  the  plaintiff,  and  assessing 
his  damages  at  the  sum  of  $5,000.  Timely 
motions  for  new  trial  and  in  arrest  of  judg- 
ment were  filed,  and  by  the  court  taken  up 
and  overruled.  Judgment  was  entered  in 
accordance  with  the  finding  of  the  jury,  and 
from  this  judgment  defendant  prosecuted 
its  appeal,  and  the  record  is  now  before  us 
for  consideration. 

Messrs.  Edwin  S.  Puller  and  Rusk  & 
Strlngfellow,   for  appellant: 

The  communication  was  privileged. 

Cooley,  Torts,  pp.  211,  251;  Finley  v. 
Steele,  159  Mo.  299,  52  L.R.A.  852,  60  S.  W. 
108;  Overton  v.  White,  117  Mo.  App-  604, 
03  S.  W.  363;  Byam  v.  Collins,  111  N.  Y. 
143,  2  L.R.A.  129,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  726,  19 
N.  E.  75;  18  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp. 
1029,  1037;  25  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  385; 
1  Jaggard,  Torts,  539;  Kirkpatrick  v.  Eagle 
Lodge  No.  32,  26  Kan.  384,  40  Am.  Rep. 
316;  Streety  v.  Wood,  IS  Barb.  105;  Gins- 
berg V.  Union  Surety  &  Guaranty  Co.  68 
App.  Div.  141,  74  N.  Y.  Supp.  661;  Miller 
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T.  Green,  33  N.  8.  517;  Nichols  v.  Eaton, 
110  Iowa,  509,  47  L.R.A.  483,  80  Am.  St 
Rep.  319,  81  N.  W.  792;  Montgomery  v. 
Knox,  23  Fla.  695,  3  So.  218;  Lally  t.  Em- 
ery, 69  Hun,  237,  12  N.  Y.  Supp.  785;  Galli- 
gan  ▼.  Kelly,  64  N.  Y.  S.  R.  197,  31  N.  Y. 
Supp.  561 ;  McKnight  T.  Hasbrouck,  17  R.  I. 
70,  20  Atl.  05"}  Pearoe  t.  Brower,  72  Ga. 
243;  Branaman  y.  Hinkte,  137  Ind.  490, 
37  N.  E.  546;  Wieman  v.  Mabee,  45  Mich. 
484,  40  Am  Rep.  477,  8  N.  W.  71;  Har- 
wood  V.  Keech,  4  Hun,  389;  Rausch  v. 
Anderson,  75  111.  App.  626;  Ilenry  t.  Mo- 
berly,  23  Ind.  App.  305,  51  N.  E.  497; 
Gattis  v.  Kilgo,  140  N.  C.  106,  52  S.  E. 
249;  Barrows  v.  Bell,  7  Gray,  301,  66  Am. 
Dec.  479;  Gulf,  C.  i  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v.  Floore 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  42  S.  W.  611;  Sheftall 
T.  Central  R.  Co.  123  Ga.  589,  61  S.  E.  646; 
Noonan  v.  Orton,  32  Wis.  106;  Allen  v. 
Cape  Fear  &  Y.  Valley  R.  Co.  100  N.  C. 
397,  6  S.  E.  105;  Chambers  v.  Leiser,  43 
Wash.  285,  86  Pac.  627,  10  A.  ft  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  270;  McCarty  v.  Lambley,  20  App. 
Div.  264,  46  N.  Y.  Supp.  792;  ScuUin  t. 
Harper,  24  C.  C.  A.  169,  46  U.  S.  App. 
673,  78  Fed.  460;  Ward  v.  Ward,  47  W.  Va. 
766,  35  S.  E.  873;  Rothholz  t.  Dunkle,  53 
N.  J.  L.  438,  13  L.R.A.  655,  26  Am.  St. 
Rep.  432,  22  Atl.  193 ;  Denver  Public  Ware- 
house Co.  T.  Holloway,  34  Colo.  432,  3 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  690,  114  Am.  St.  Rep.  171,  83 
Pac.  131,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  840;  Butter- 
worth  V.  Conrow,  1  Marv.  (Del.)  361,  41 
Atl.  84;  Broughton  v.  McGrew,  S  L.R.A. 
406,  39  Fed.  672;  Decker  v.  Gaylord,  35 
Hun,  584;  Moore  t.  Butler,  48  N.  H.  161; 
Fresh  v.  Cutter,  73  Md.  87,  10  L.R.A.  07, 
25  Am.  St.  Rep.  575,  20  Atl.  774;  Dale  v. 
Harris,  109  Mass.  193;  Green  v.  Meyer,  44 
N.  Y.  Supp.  81 ;  Van  Wyck  y.  Aapinwall, 
17  N.  Y.  190;  Tobin  v.  Gannon,  34  N.  S.  9; 
McBride  y.  Ledoux,  111  La.  398,  100  Am.  St. 
Rep.  491,  35  So.  615;  Puterbaugh  v.  Gold 
Medal  Co.  6  Ont  L.  Rep.  680;  Fowles  v. 
Bowen,  30  N.  Y.  20;  O'Donaghue  y.  Mo- 
Govern,  23  Wend.  26;  O'Neill  v.  Leinicke, 
49  La.  Ann.  3,  21  So.  113;  Konkle  v.  Haven, 
140  Mich.  472,  103  N.  W.  850;  Redgate  v. 
Roush,  61  Kan.  480,  48  L.R.A.  236,  50 
Pac.  1050;  Whitaker  v.  Carter,  26  N.  C. 
(4  Ired.  L.)  461;  Farnsworth  v.  Storrs,  5 
Cush.  412;  Remington  v.  Congdon,  2  Pick. 
310,  13  Am.  Dec.  431;  Jarvis  v.  Hatheway, 
3  Johns.  180,  3  Am.  Dec.  473;  Dial  v. 
Holter,  6  Ohio  St.  228;  Whiteley  y.  Adams, 
15  C.  B.  N.  S.  417;  Clark  v.  Molyneux, 
L.  R.  3  Q.  B.  Div.  237 ;  Shurtleff  v.  Stevens, 
51  Vt.  501,  31  Am.  Rep.  698. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  express  malice, 
and  a  case  of  qualified  privilege  should  not 
be  submitted  to  the  jury  without  evidence 
of  express  malice. 

Finley  v.  Steele^  150  Mo.  300,  52  L.R.A. 
20  L.R.A.(N£.) 


852,  60  S.  W.  108 ;  Allen  y.  Cape  Fear  k 
Y.  Valley  R.  Co.;  Redgate  v.  Roush;  uid 
Kirkpatrick^  y.  Eagle  Lodge  No.  32, — suprs; 
Sullivan  v.  Strathan-Hutton- Evans  Commit- 
sion  Co.  152  Mo.  268,  47  L.R.A.  839,  33 
S.  W.  912;  Arnold  y.  Jewett,  125  Mo.  241, 
28  S.  W.  614;  Yager  v.  Bruce,  116  Mo.  App.  ^ 

483,  93  S.  W.  307;  Kersting  y.  White,  107 
Mo.  App.  280,  80  S.  W.  730;  Weber  t. 
Lane,  99  Mo.  App.  82,  71  S.  W.  1099; 
Odgers,  Libel  &  Slander,  267 ;  Bee  Pub.  Co. 
V.  World  Pub.  Co.  59  Neb.  713,  82  N.  W. 
28;  White  v.  NicholU,  3  How.  266,  11  L  el 
591 ;  Erber  y.  Dun,  4  McCrary,  160,  12  Fed. 
526;  Locke  v.  Bradstreet  Co.  22  Fed.  771; 
18  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  1029,  note  1; 
25  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  412,  note  21. 

The  facts  stated  in  the  letter  were  true, 
in  substance  and  effect. 

St  Louis  Clothing  Co.  y.  J.  D.  Hail  Diy 
Goods  Co.  150  Mo.  405,  56  S.  W.  1112; 
Boogher  v.  Knapp,  97  Mo.  122,  11  S.  W. 
46;  Edwards  v.  Knapp,  97  Mo.  l32,  10 
S.  W.  54;  Mott  v.  Dawson,  46  Iowa,  533; 
Ropke  y.  Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle,  9  N.  Y. 
S.  R.  709;  Hall  v.  Adkins,  59  Mo.  144; 
Trimble  y.  Foster,  87  Mo.  49,  56  Am.  Rep. 
440;  18  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  106S, 
1069;  Ratcliffe  v.  Louisville  Courier-Jour- 
nal Co.  99  Ky.  416,  36  S.  W.  177;  Hewett 
y.  New  Orleans  4  C.  R.  Co.  28  La.  Ann. 
685;  Coffee  v.  Smith,  109  La.  440,  33  So. 
554;  Ginsberg  v.  Union  Surety  &  G.  Co. 
68  App.  Div.  141,  74  N.  Y.  Supp.  561; 
Windisch-Muhlhauser  Brewing  Co.  y.  Ba- 
con, 21  Ky.  L.  Rep.  928,  53  S.  W.  520; 
Doyle  y.  Levy,  89  Hun,  350,  35  N.  Y.  Supp. 
434;  Rollins  y.  Louisville  Times  Co.  28 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  1064,  90  S.  W.  1081;  Scullin  ». 
Harper  and  Gulf,  C.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v. 
Floore,  supra;  Townshend,  Slander  &  Libel, 
§  244b. 

The  court  has  a  right  to  tell  the  jury 
that  a  communication  is  privileged,  but  has 
no  right  to  tell  them  it  is  not  privileged, 
and  no  right  to  withhold  from  them  the- 
consideration  of  that  defense. 

Ukman  y.  Daily  Record  Co.  189  Mo.  390,. 
88  S.  W.  60;  Heller  v.  Pulitzer  Pub.  Co. 
153  Mo.  213,  54  S.  W.  467;  Duncan  v. 
Williams,  107  Mo.  App.  630,  81  S.  W.  1175; 
Ross  y.  Ward,  14  S.  D.  240,  86  Am.  St 
Rep.  746,  85  N.  W.  182. 

If  the  defense  of  privilege  is  pleaded,  and 
the  minds  of  reasonable  men  might  differ 
as  to  whether  the  occasion  is  privileged, 
then  the  question  of  privilege  becomes  a 
question  of  fact  to  be  submitted  to  tfar 
jury,  under  proper  instructions  defining 
privilege. 

18  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  1050;  Kerst- 
ing v.  White,  107  Mo.  App.  282,  80  S.  W. 
730;  Rowland  y.  George  F.  Blake  Mfg.  Co. 
156  Mass.   543,  31  N.  E.  656;    Duncan  v. 
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Brown,  15  B.  Mon.  186;  Wagner  v.  Scott, 
164  Mo.  303,  63  S.  W.  1107;  ScuUin  v. 
Harper,  supra;  Moore  v.  Dispatch  Print- 
ing Co.  87  Minn.  450,  92  N.  W.  396;  Gattis 
V.  Kilgo,  140  N.  C.  106,  52  S.  E.  249; 
Thurston  v.  Charles,  21  Times  L.  R.  G50. 

Messrs.  J.  W.  Snlllnger  and  Thomp- 
son &  Thompson,  for  respondent: 

Where  a  person  is  charged  in  a  publica- 
tion with  want  of  integrity  and  honest 
dealings  in  his  business  relations,  the  words 
thus  published  are  libelous  per  se. 

Rammell  t.  Otis,  60  Mo.  365;  Noeninger 
V.  Vogt,  88  Mo.  589 ;  Baldwin  v.  WaUer,  41 
Mo.  App.  243;  Spurlock  v.  Lombard  Invest. 
Co.  59  Mo.  App.  225;  St.  James  Military 
Academy  v.  Gaiser,  125  Mo.  517,  28  L.R.A. 
067,  46  Am.   St.  Rep.  502,  28  S.  W.   851. 

A  publication  which  will' be  protected  by 
the  rule  of  privilege  is  one,  made  on  a  prop- 
er occasion,  from  a  proper  motive,  based 
upon  a  probable  cause,  and  in  a  proper  man- 
ner. 

Wallace  t.  Jameson,  179  Pa.  116;  36  Atl. 
142;  Conroy  v.  Pittsburgh  Times,  139  Pa. 
334,  11  L.R.A.  725,  23  Am.  St.  Rep.  188, 
21  Atl.  154;  Sullivan  v.  Strathan-Hutton- 
Evans  Commission  Co.  152  Mo.  277,  47 
L.R.A.  859,  53  S.  W.  912. 

If  such  publication  is  not  so  made  the 
privilege  is  lost. 

Wallace  v.  Jameson  and  Conroy  v.  Pitts- 
burgh Times,  supra;  Neeb  t.  Hope,  111 
Pa.  152,  2  Atl.  568;  Callahan  v.  Ingram, 
122  Mo.  365,  43  Am.  St.  Rep.  583,  26  S.  W. 
1020;  Sullivan  v.  Strathan-Hutton-Evans 
Commission  Co.  supra;  Wagner  v.  Scott, 
164  Mo.  303,  63  S.  W.  1107. 

A  publication  which  is  protected  by  the 
rule  of  privilege  is  an  exception  to  the  gen- 
eral rule,  that  "every  defamatory  publica- 
tion prima  facie  implies  malice." 

Denver  Public  Warehouse  Co.  v.  Hollo- 
way,  34  Colo.  432,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  696,  114 
Am.  St.  Rep.  171,  83  Pac.  131,  7  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  840. 

To  give  to  the  words  complained  of  the 
cliaracter  of  a  qualified  privilege,  it  must 
appear  that  they  were  written  by  the  de- 
fendant association  in  the  discharge  of  some 
duty,  public  or  private,  legal  or  moral,  and 
with  that  end  and  purpose  in  view,  or  in 
the  conduct  of  some  matter  involving  its 
interest,  and  that  they  were  written  for 
the  protection  of  that  interest,  and  that 
they  were  relevant  and  proper  in  that  con- 
nection. 

Quinn  v.  Scott,  22  Minn.  462;  Swan  v. 
Tappan,   6  Cush.   104;    Gassett  v.   Gilbert, 

6  Gray,  94;  Klinck  v.  Colby,  46  N.  Y.  427, 

7  Am.  Rep.  360;  Wallace  v.  Jameson;  Sul- 
livan v.  Strathan-Hutton-Evans  Commission 
Co.;  Callahan  v.  Ingram;  and  Wagner  v. 
Scott, — supra. 

26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Every  defamatory  publication  prima  facie 
implies  malice. 

Denver  Public  Warehouse  Co.  v.  Hollo- 
way,  supra. 

When  a  publication  attacks  the  private 
character  of  a  person  by  falsely  imputing 
to  him  a  crime,  it  is  not  privileged  by  tlie 
occasion,  either  absolute  or  qualified,  but  is 
actionable  per  »e,  the  law  implying  malice; 
and  it  is  no  justification  that  the  publica- 
tion was  made  with  an  honest  belief  in 
its  truth  and  in  good  faith. 

Upton  V.  Hume,  24  Or.  431,  21  L.R.A. 
403,  41  Am.  St.  Rep.  863,  33  Pac.  810; 
Hamilton  v.  Eno,  81  N.  Y.  116;  Smith  v. 
Smith,  73  Mich.  447,  3  L.R.A.  52,  16  Am. 
St.  Rep.  594,  41  N.  W.  499. 

It  is  a  question  of  law  for  the  court 
whether  or  not  the  letter  was  a  privileged 
communication. 

Sullivan  v.  Strathan-Hutton-Evans  Com- 
mission Co.  152  Mo.  283,  47  L.R.A.  859, 
53  S.  W.  912;  Callahan  v.  Ingram  and 
Wagner  v.  Scott,  supra;  Jones  v.  Brown- 
lee,  161  Mo.  259,  53  L.RAl.  445,  61  S.  W. 
795;  Byam  v.  Collins,  111  N.  Y.  143,  2 
L.R.A.  129,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  726,  19  N,  E. 
75. 

Fox,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  record  discloses  that  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  trial  the  defendant  preserved 
numerous  exceptions  to  the  action  of  the 
court  in  the  admission  and  rejection  of 
testimony,  as  well  as  to  the  refusal  and 
giving  of  instructions. 

The  legal  propositions  confronting  us, 
which  are  disclosed  by  the  record,  may  thus 
be  briefly  stated:  First.  Was  the  letter 
upon  which  this  action  is  predicated,  and 
which  is  fully  indicated  in  the  statement  of 
this  cause,  upon  the  trial,  a  qualified  privi- 
leged communication?  Second.  If  said  let- 
ter was  a  qualified  privileged  communica- 
tion, theu  should  the  circuit  court  have  so 
declared  as  a  matter  of  law,  or  should  the 
questions  of  privilege  and  malice  have  been 
submitted  to  the  jury?  Third.  Were  the 
statements  as  made  in  the  letter  substan- 
tially true,  as  shown  by  a  large  preponder- 
ance of  the  evidence! 

1.  Manifestly,  the  circuit  court  reached 
the  conclusion  from  an  inspection  of  the 
letter,  which  forms  the  basis  of  this  suit, 
in  conjunction  with  testimony  offered,  that 
it  was  not  a  privileged  communication,  eith- 
er qualified  or  otherwise;  hence  the  court 
refused  to  submit  to  the  jury  the  questidn 
of  privilege,  or  the  facts  constituting  a 
privileged  communication,  as  well  as  the 
question  of  express  malice. 

Upon  the  disclosures  of  the  record  the 
first    insistence   of   appellant   is    that   the 
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letter  was  a  privileged  communication,  and 
that  the  evidence  absolutely  fails  to  show 
any  express  malice;  hence  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  court  to  sustain  the  demurrer  to  the 
evidence.  Upon  this  insistence  the  first 
question  which  confroiits  us  is  as  to  wheth- 
er or  not  the  letter  in  question  was  4.  privi- 
leged communication,  and,  if  so,  whether 
or  not  it  was  the  duty  of  the  trial  court, 
as  a  question  of  law  in  the  first  instance, 
to  so  determine. 

In  order  to  intelligently  discuss  this  prop* 
osition,  it  is  necessary  to  briefly  refer  to 
the  facts  as  developed  upon  the  trial.  The 
testimony  discloses  that  Holmes  had  been 
the  agent  of  appellant  for  the  purpose  of 
.soliciting  business,  taking  applications,  and 
establishing  agencies  for  the  space  of  about 
two  years  before  their  business  relations 
came  to  an  end  by  the  writing  of  the  letter 
in  question.  The  correspondence  introduced 
by  both  parties,  much  of  which  on  the  part 
of  appellant  was  excluded,  and  improperly 
so  if  the  said  letter  is  to  be  treated  as  a 
qualified  privileged  communication,  shows 
that  shortly  after  respondent  began  working 
for  appellant  he  became  dissatisfied  and 
fault-finding,  and  wrote  to  it  claiming 
more  commissions  than  were  allowed  by  his 
contract.  Tlie  letters  of  appellant  show 
that  it  was  at  all  times  very  patient  with 
and  courteous  to  the  plaintiff,  and  mani- 
fested a  desire  to  please  him  and  come  to 
an  amif-able  understanding.  The  second 
contract  entered  into  was  more  liberal  in 
its  terms  than  the  first ;  and  other  contracts 
were  offered  by  appellant  to  respondent, 
which  he  rejected.  No  letter  written  by  ap- 
pellant to  respondent  prior  to  the  one  in 
question  was  in  the  least  exceptional.  Prior 
to  the  writing  of  that  letter  respondent 
had  threatened  to  put  claims  in  the  hands  of 
his  attorney,  and  to  bring  suit  against 
the  association,  and  had  also  threatened 
that,  if  he  left  the  employ  of  appellant,  he 
would  take  two  thirds  of  its  members  at  St. 
Joseph  with  him.  His  contracts  required 
him  to  collect  and  remit  every  month  the 
dues  for  that  month,  and  on  or  before  the 
th-'rd  day.  A  remittance  was  made  by  him 
for  November,  1004,  but  no  remittance 
was  made  for  December  of  the  same  year, 
although  he  reported  that  for  December  he 
had  collepted  something  over  $64.  He  re- 
tained that  money,  and  stated  that  he  would 
not  send  it  to  the  association  until  a  settle- 
ment was  reached.  Even  after  this  in- 
formation came  to  appellant  from  respond- 
ent it  endeavored  to  adjust  matters  with 
him,  and  offered  him  a  new  contract.  Then 
the  president  of  appellant  put  en  foot  a 
careful  investigation,  and  had  the  books 
of  the  association  examined,  in  order  to 
determine  the  standing  of  the  account  be- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


tween   it   and   the   respondent.     The  testi- 
mony tends  strongly  to  show  that  respond- 
ent was  then  indebted  to  appellant  in  the 
sum   of   $127.99.     The    latter   in  question 
was  then  written  by  the  clerk  in  the  St 
Louis  office  of  appellant,  at  the  instigation 
of  its  president,  to  members  of  the  order  at 
St.  Joseph.    This  letter,  it  will  be  observed, 
informed   the   member    that   the   auihority 
of  Mr.   R.   A.   Holmes,   as   their  agent  at 
St.  Joe,  had  been  canceled,  and  that  he  was 
not  authorized  to  take  applications  or  re- 
ceipt for  money.    Then  the  member  was  in- 
formed that  he  had  not  remitted  for  collec- 
tions made  at  St.  Joseph  for  two  montlis, 
and  that,  while  he  had  reported  to  the  ass)- 
ciation   the  names  and   amounts  collcctei. 
he  had  not  remitted.    The  member  was  ad- 
vised not  to  make  any  more  payments  to 
Holmes,  and  liis  authority  had  ceased.    Tiie 
member  was  further  advised  that  all  pay- 
ments previously  made  to  respondent  were 
properly   credited   to   the   members.     They 
were  then  advised  to  whom  to  make  future 
payments.     Regrets  were  expressed  that  it 
had    become    necessary    to    cancel    Holmes' 
authority,   and   the  association   hoped  that 
the  members  at  St.  Joseph  would  continue 
their  membership  in  the  order.     This  letter 
seems  to  have  had  in  view  the  fact  that  re- 
spondent had  failed  to  remit  certain  dues. 
This   failure  may   not  have  been   for  two 
months,  but  he  had  failed  to  remit  at  least 
a  portion  of  the  dues  collected  by  him.    It 
also  appears  to  have  been  written  with  a 
view  to  preventing,  if  possible,  the  threats 
previously  made  by  respondent  to  take  awa; 
from  the  order  two  thirds  of  the  St.  Joseph 
members. 

The  rules  of  law  applicable  to  qualifieii 
privileged  commimications  are  well  settled 
in  this  state.  In  Finley  v.  Steele,  159  Mo 
299,  52  L.R.A.  852,  60  S.  W.  108,  the  rul« 
as  applicable  to  this  subject  was  very  clear 
ly  stated.  It  was  there  said:  "A  qualified 
privilege  extends  to  all  communications 
made  bona  fide  upon  any  subject-matter  in 
which  the  party  communicating  has  an  in- 
terest, or  in  reference  to  which  he  owes  a 
duty  to  a  person  having  a  corresponding  in- 
terest or  duty,  and  to  cases  where  the  duty 
is  not  a  legal  one,  but  where  it  is  of  a  moral 
or  social  character  of  imperfect  obligation." 
And  again:  "'The  proper  meaning  of  a 
privileged  communication  is  said  to  be  this: 
That  the  occasion  on  which  it  was  made  re- 
huts  the  inference  arising,  prima  facie, 
from  a  statement  prejudicial  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  plaintiff,  and  puts  it  upon 
him  to  prove  that  there  was  malice  in  fact, 
and  that  the  defendant  was  actuated  by 
motives  of  personal  spite  or  ill-will,  inde- 
pendent of  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
commuaic.ation  was  made.'     But  when  the 
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paper  published  is  a  privileged  communica- 
tion, an  additional  burden  of  proof  is  put 
upon  the  plaintiff,  and  he  must  show  the 
existence  of  express  malice." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  defendants  in 
that  case  were  members  of  a  school  board. 
The  action  against  them  emanated  from  a 
written  charge  made  by  the  school  board 
and  filed  with  the  school  commissioner, 
-which  contained  words  of  a  defamatory 
character,  and  would  have  been  otherwise 
libelous  had  it  not  been,  as  held  by  the 
court,  a  privileged  communication,  and 
there  was  no  proof  offered  by  the  plaintiff 
of  express  malice. 

In  Wagner  v.  Scott,  164  Mo.  289,  63  8.  W. 
1107,  the  plaintiff,  Wagner,  was  chief  engi- 
neer of  a  number  of  electric  light  companies. 
The  president  of  one  company  wrote  the 
president  of  another  company,  making 
charges  against  plaintiff's  personal  and  pro- 
fessional standing.  It  was  ruled  in  that 
case  that  the  letter  was  defamatory  and 
libelous,  but  that  it  was  a  privileged  com- 
munication. It  was  further  held  that  the 
evidence  justified  submitting  to  the  jury 
the  question  of  express  malice,  which,  if  it 
existed,  would  overcome  the  qualified  privi- 
lege, and  that  therefore  the  court  erred  in 
nonsuiting  the  plaintiff.  In  the  discussion 
of  the  law  applicable  to  that  case,  the  court 
announced  the  legal  principle  that  whether 
in  a  particular  case  a  publication  is  deemed 
to  be  privileged — that  is,  whether  the  situa- 
tion of  the  party  making  it  and  the  circum- 
atances  attending  it  were  such  as  to  rebut 
the  legal  inference  of  malice — is  a  question 
of  law,  to  be  determined  by  the  court  in  the 
first  instance,  and,  applying  the  principle  of 
law  stated  to  the  plaintifTs  evidence  as  it 
appeared  in  the  record  in  the  cause  then 
under  consideration,  it  was  held  to  have 
made  a  prima  facie  case  of  express  malice. 
The  court  said:  "The  publication  contained 
very  grave  charges  against  the  plaintiff 
affecting  his  personal,  professional,  and 
official  standing  and  character,  made  in  a 
quarter  calculated  to  do  him  serious  injury. 
His  evidence  tended  to  prove  that  tlie 
charges  were  false;  tliat  the  defendant 
either  knew  or  had  tlie  means  of  knowing 
that  they  were  untrue;  that  tlie  exigencies 
of  the  situation  did  not  call  for  such  charge 
for  the  protection  of  the  interests  the  de- 
fendant had  in  charge,  or  warrant  the  lan- 
guage in  which  they  were  made,  and  that, 
while  the  occasion  was  privileged,  the  publi- 
cation was  an  abuse  of  the  privilege.  Hence 
the  case  ought  to  have  gone  to  the  jury." 

A  careful  analysis  of  the  discussion  by 
the  court,  in  the  case  last  cited,  of  the  legal 
principles  applicable  to  privileged  communi- 
cations, makes  it  plainly  manifest  that  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  charges  con- 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  ( 


taincd  in  the  publication  are  in  a  large 
measure  controlling,  when  the  point  is 
reached  for  the  determination  as  to  whether 
the  situation  of  the  parties  making  the 
charge  and  the  circumstances  attending  it 
were  such  as  to  rebut  the  legal  inferenca 
of  malice.  In  other  words,  in  the  deter- 
mination of  that  question,  as  was, ruled  in 
the  case  of  Wagner  v.  Scott,  supra,  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  situation  are  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  as  to  whether  or  not  they 
warranted  the  charges  made  in  the  publi- 
cation for  the  protection  of  the  interests 
the  defendant  may  have  had  under  his  con- 
trol, or  whether  or  not  the  language  used  in 
such  publication  under  the  circumstances 
was  warranted,  and  was  the  language  em- 
ployed in  such  publication  of  such  a  nature 
and  character  as  to  indicate  an  abiise  of 
such  privilege. 

It  has  been  held  in  other  jurisdictions 
that  a  statement  by  a  stockholder  to  an  offi- 
cer of  a  corporation  tliat  a  certain  employee 
was  a  perjurer  and  a  blackmailer,  and  had 
assisted  in  fraudulently  obtaining  money 
from  the  corporation,  if  made  without  mal- 
ice, is  privileged.  See  notes  to  case  of 
Chambers  y.  Leiser,  10  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cos. 
272. 

Communciations  which  would  otherwise 
be  actionable  would  be  privileged,  if  made 
in  the  course  of  an  investigation  of  the  con- 
duct or  character  of  one  of  its  officers  or 
members  of  a  quasi  judicial  body,  such  as  a 
voluntary  society,  since  a  member  by  s.*- 
cepting  a  membership  voluntarily  submits 
himself  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  associa- 
tion so  long  as  it  acts  within  the  scope  of 
its  authority.  18  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
2d  ed.  p.  1036.  This  rule  has  been  applicl 
to  a  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  as  well  as  a 
medical  society. 

I^earned  counsel  for  respondent  very  fair- 
ly, as  well  as  clearly  and  correctly,  stated  in 
their  brief  the  requirements  of  the  law  ap- 
plicable to  this  subject.  They  say:  "To 
give  the  words  complained  of  the  character 
of  a  qualfled  privilege,  it  must  appear  that 
they  were  written  by  the  defendant  associa- 
tion in  the  discharge  of  some  duty,  public  or 
private,  legal  or  moral,  and  with  that  end 
or  purpose  in  view,  or  in  the  conduct  of' 
some  matter  involving  its  interest,  and  that 
they  were  written  for  the  protection  of  that 
interest,  and  that  they  were  relevant  and 
proper  in  that  connection.  It  must  also  ap- 
pear that  they  were  uttered  in  good  faith, 
and  made  on  a  proper  occasion,  from  a 
proper  motive,  based  upon  a  probable  cause, 
and  in  the  honest  belief  that  such  state- 
ments were  true."  In  our  opinion  this  is  a 
fair  and  full  statement  of  the  requirements 
of  the  law,  and,  if  the  evidence  disclosed  by 
the  record  meets  these  requirements,  it  log- 
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ically   follows  that  the  letter  in  question 
was  a  privileged  communication. 

This  confronts  us  with  the  inquiry  as  to 
whether  the  letter  written  by  the  associa- 
tion was  in  the  discharge  of  some  duty, 
and  did  the  subject  and  matter  upon  which 
the  letter  written  was  predicated  affect  the 
interests lOf  the  fraternal  association?  Man- 
ifestly the  association  had  the  right,  and  it 
was  its  duty,  to  communicate  with  its  mem- 
bers. It  clearly  had  the  right,  and  it  was 
also  its  duty,  to  investigate  the  conduct  of 
its  agents,  and  demand  of  them  proper  re- 
ports. There  was  no  impropriety,  and  it 
unquestionably  had  the  right  to  notify  its 
members  at  St.  Joseph  that  the  authority 
of  respondent  as  agent  had  been  canceled 
there,  and  not  to  pay  him  any  more  money. 
It  must  not  be  overlooked  that  in  some  of 
the  correspondence  by  the  respondent  he 
had  threatened  suit  against  the  association, 
and  had  also  proclaimed  that  when  he  left 
the  association  he  would  take  two  thirds 
of  its  members  with  him.  These  disclosures 
of  the  record  clearly  indicated  that  the 
interests  of  the  association  were  involved, 
and  the  officials  who  were  administering  th« 
affairs  of  such  association  doubtless  became 
aroused  concerning  the  threatened  injury  to 
their  body,  and,  in  order  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  such  association,  in  our  opinion, 
appellant  had  the  undoubted  right  to  en- 
deavor by  all  proper  and  apptopriate  meth- 
ods to  retain  its  membership,  and  to  this 
end  had  the  unquestioned  right  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  members  of  the  association 
at  St.  Joseph,  guarding  them  against  any 
efforts  that  might  be  made  on  the  part  of 
the  respondent  to  disorganize  the  member- 
ship of  the  association  at  that  place.  The 
evidence,  as  disclosed  by  the  record,  strong- 
ly tftids  to  prove  that  the  respondent  had 
not  remitted  his  collections  for  December, 
and  was  still  owing  a  part  of  the  collec- 
tions made  by  him  in  November.  The  rec- 
ord before  us  further  discloses  that,  prior  to 
the  writing  of  the  letter  upon  which  this 
action  is  predicated,  the  president  of  the 
fraternal  association,  in  a  businesslike  way, 
had  a  thorough  examination  of  the  books 
made,  which  disclosed  that  respondent  was 
indebted  to  the  association  in  the  sum  of 
$127.99;  hence  it  follows,  if  we  are  looking 
for  a  reason  why  this  letter  was  written, 
such  reason  is  furnished  by  pointing  to  the 
fact  that  it  was  written  both  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  members  paying  respond- 
'  ent  more  money,  and  to  keep  such  members 
from  leaving  the  fraternal  association.  Up- 
on this  state  of  the  record  it  will  certain- 
ly not  be  seriously  contended  that  the  as- 
sociation did  not  have  reasonable  cause  to 
act,  and  that  it  did  not  act  in  good  faith. 
The  disclosures  of  the  entire  record  clearly 
2(5  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


indicate  that  the  association  was  acting  ia 
good  faith  from  proper  and  legitimate  mo- 
tives, based  upon  the  showing,  from  an  ex- 
amination of  the  books,  of  the  indebtedneu 
of  respondent  to  the  association,  as  well.u 
upon  the  admissions  of  the  respondent  that 
he  had  in  his  hands  certain  moneys  collecteil 
for  the  association,  but  which  he  would  re- 
tain until  there  was  a  settlement  with  him. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  president 
and  others  in  the  chief  oiflce  of  the  associa- 
tion had  the  data  l)efore  them  which  was 
calculated  to  inspire  the  honest  belief  that 
the  statements  in  the  letter  complained  of 
were  true,  at  least  in  substance. 

After  a  moat  careful  consideration  of  all 
the  evidence  and  the  showing  made  of  the 
extremely  courteous  and  kind  treatment 
awarded  respondent  by  the  association 
throughout  all  their  business  relations,  «e 
see  no  escape  from  the  conclusion  that  the 
letter  complained  of,  and  upon  which  this 
action  is  based,  was  a  qualified  privileged 
communication;  and,  in  the  absence  of  a 
showing  of  at  least  some  sort  of  express 
malice,  the  trial  court  should  have  sustained 
appellant's  demurrer  to  the  evidence. 

2.  Having  reached  the  conclusion,  as  here- 
in indicated,  that  the  letter  which  is  the 
basis  of  this  action  was  a  qualified  priv- 
ileged communication,  and  should  have  been 
so  treated  by  the  trial  court,  then  under  the 
^oll-settled  rules  of  law  as  applicable  to 
the  proposition  now  under  discussion,  before 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  upon 
such  privileged  communication,  it  was  abso- 
lutely essential  that  it  appear  in  the  letter 
itself  that  the  exigencies  of  the  situation 
did  not  call  for  the  use  of  the  language  <ised 
for  the  protection  of  the  interests  the  de- 
fendant had  in  charge,  or,  in  other  words, 
while  the  communication  was  privileged,  tbe 
nature  and  character  of  the  language  used 
should  show  an,  abuse  of  such  privilege,  or 
the  plaintiff  must  assume  the  burden  cast 
upon  him,  and  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  jury  that  such  communication  was  ac- 
tuated by  express  or  actual  malice.  A  priv- 
ileged communication  is  an  exception  to  tbe 
rule  that  every  defamatory  publication  im- 
plies malice.  A  qualified  privilege  is  ex- 
tended to  "a  communication  made  in  good 
faith  upon  any  subject-matter  in  which  the 
party  communicating  has-  an  interest,  or 
in  reference  to  which  he  has  a  duty,  either 
legal,  moral,  or  social,  if  made  to  a  person 
having  a  corresponding  interest  or  duty  is 
privileged;  and  the  burden  of  proving  the 
existence  of  malice  is  cast  upon  the  person 
claiming  to  have  been  defamed."  Xewell. 
Defamation,  2d  ed.  p.  391,  §  6;  Finley  v. 
Steele,  169  Mo.  299,  52  L.R.A.  852,  60  S.  W. 
108;    Sullivan    v.    Strathan-Hutton-ErsBs 
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Commission  Co.  152  Mo.  268,  47  LJI.A.  859, 
53  a  W.  912. 

In  Finley  v.  Steele,  supra,  this  court  re- 
ferred to  and  quoted  approvingly  from 
Byam  v.  Collins,  111  N.  Y.  143,  2  L.ILA. 
129,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  726,  19  N.  E.  75,  and 
Klinck  V.  Colby,  46  N.  Y.  427,  7  Am.  Rep. 
360.  The  rules  of  law  as  applicable  to  the 
subject  now  under  discussion  were  very 
clearly  and  tersely  stated  in  those  cases. 
It  wag  said :  "  'A  libelous  communication  is 
regarded  as  privil^ed,  if  made  bona  fide, 
upon  any  subject-matter  in  which  the  party 
communicating  has  an  interest,  or  in  refer- 
ence to  which  he  has  a  duty,  if  made  to  a 
person  having  a  corresponding  interest  or 
duty,  although  it  contains  criminating  mat- 
ter which,  without  this  privilege,  would  be 
slanderous  and  actionable;  and  this,  though 
the  duty  be  not  a  legal  one,  but  only  a 
moral  or  social  duty  of  imperfect  obliga- 
tion'. In  speaking  of  the  proper  meaning 
of  privileged  communications  in  Klinck  v. 
Colby,  supra,  it  is  said :  'The  proper  mean- 
ing of  a  privileged  communication  is  said 
to  be  this:  That  the  occasion  on  which  it 
is  made  rebuts  the  inference  arising,  prima 
facie,  from  a  statement  prejudicial  to  the 
character  of  the  plaintiff;  and  puts  it  up- 
on him  to  prove  that  there  wag  malice  in 
fact,  and  that  the  defendant  was  actuated 
by  motives  of  personal  spite  or  ill-will,  in- 
dependent of  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
communication  was  made.'  But  when  the 
paper  published  is  a  privileged  communica- 
tion, an  additional  burden  of  proof  is  put 
upon  the  plaintiff,  and  he  must  show  the 
existence  of  express  malice." 

In  Massachusetts  it  was  held  that  "the 
question  whether  in  a  particular  case  a  pub- 
lication is  to  be  deemed  privileged — that  is, 
whether  the  situation  of  the  party  making 
it  and  the  circumstances  attending  it  were 
such  as  to  rebut  the  legal  inference  of  mal- 
ice— is  a  question  of  law,  to  be  determined 
by  the  court  in  the  first  instance."  [Gassett 
T.  Gilbert,  6  Gray,  98]  Abraham  v.  Baldwin, 
52  Fla.  151,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1051,  42  So. 
691,  10  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1153. 

In  Wagner  v.  Scott,  164  Mo.  289,  63  S. 
W.  1107,  this  court,  speaking  through  Judge 
Brace,  quotes  the  rule  as  announced  by  the 
Massachusetts  court,  and,  following  such 
quotation,  says:  "The  sole  duty  of  the 
court,  therefore,  in  such  cases,  is  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  occasion,  in  the  absence  of 
actual  malice,  would  justify  the  publica- 
tion. If  so,  then  it  is  incumbent  on  the 
plaintiff  to  prove  the  existence  of  malice  in 
order  to  sustain  his  action;  and  this  must 
be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  jury." 

Our  attention  is  directed  to  the  case  of 
Sullivan  v.  Strathan-Hutton-Evans  Commis- 
sion Co.  supra,  where  it  was  held  by  this 
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court  that  the  circuit  court  erred  in  hold- 
ing that  the  communication  complained  of 
was  privileged,  and  that  the  occasion  did 
not  justify  the  terms  employed.  But  it 
must  not  be  overlooked  that  th^  terms  em- 
ployed in  the  communication  forming  the 
basis  of  the  action  in  the  Sullivan  Case  were 
entirely  unlike  the  language  used  in  the 
case  at  bar.  It  will  also  be  observed  that 
the  court  in  passing  upon  it  determined 
nothing  more  than  that  there  was  evidence 
justifying  the  submission  of  the  question  of 
malice  to  the  jury.  In  fact,  it  was  there 
announced  that  "it  was  a  question  of  law 
for  the  court  whether  the  letter  was  a  priv- 
ileged communication,  but  malice  was  a 
question  of  fact  for  the  jury,  if  there  was 
any  evidence  whatever  of  malice." 

After  a  thorough  examination  and  con- 
sideration of  the  authorities  applicable  to 
the  propositions  involved  in  this  case,  we' 
find  that  the  weight  of  authority  holds  that, 
where  a  libelous  communication  or  writing 
is  alleged  to  be  privileged,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  the  court  to  determine  this  question  in 
the  first  instance.  The  burden  of  showing 
the  privileged  character  of  such  communica- 
tion rests  with  the  defendant.  If  in  the 
judgment  of  the  court  the  communication 
is  a  privileged  one,  then  the  burden  of  proof 
shifts  to  the  plaintiff,  and,  in  order  to  enti- 
tle him  to  recover,  it  is  essential  that  he 
show  actual  or  express  malice,  and  if  upon 
such  showing  there  is  no  substantial  evi- 
dence of  the  existence  of  actual  or  express 
malice,  then  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to 
sustain  the  demurrer  to  the  evidence. 

We  have  indicated  the  controlling  legal 
principles  applicable  to  cases  of  this  charac- 
ter, and  the  next  question  which  confronts 
us  is  as  to  whether  or  not  the  evidence  as 
disclosed  by  the  record  substantially  tended 
to  show  the  existence  of  actual  or  express 
malice.  We  have  read  in  detail  all  the  evi- 
dence developed  upon  the  trial  of  this  cause, 
and,  in  our  opinion,  considering  in  detail  all 
of  the  testimony  disclosed  by  the  record,  it 
absolutely  fails  in  any  sort  of  a  substantial 
way  to  show  malice  upon  the  part  of  the 
fraternal  association  in  the  writing  of  the 
communication  upon  which  this  action  is 
based.  On  the  other  hand,  the  record,  when 
examined  in  its  entirety,  clearly  negatives 
the  existence  of  any  malice  whatever  in  the 
writing  of  that  communication.  The  lan- 
guage in  the  letter  in  the  case  at  bar  must 
not  be  confounded  with  the  language  used 
in  a  number  of  other  cases  to  which  ref- 
erence has  been  made.  In  this  letter  there 
was  an  entire  absence  of  any  abusive  lan- 
guage or  any  grave  charges  made  against 
the  plaintiff,  and  we  are  unable  to  see,  un- 
der the  conditions  surrounding  the  fFatemal 
association,    how    a    <ommunication    could 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1092 


MISSOURI  SUPREME  COURT. 


JoiT, 


have  used  less  pointed  terms  in  order  to 
eilect  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  interests 
of  the  association.  The  officers  adminis- 
tering the  affairs  of  the  defendant  associa- 
tion had  always  treated  plaintiff  courteous- 
ly, and  in  fact  made  efforts  to  amicably  set- 
tle the  dispute  that  had  arisen  about  the 
collection  of  dues  under  the  contracts  with 
the  plaintiff.  Prior  to  the  writing  of  the 
letter  the  president  and  other  officers  in  the 
chief  office  made  a  thorough  investigation  of 
the  account  of  the  respondent,  and  the 
books  disclosed  that  he  was  indebted  to  the 
association  in  the  sum  of  $127.99.  The 
plaintiff  refused  to  remit  certain  moneys 
collected  for  December,  1904,  and  part  of 
the  money  collected  for  November,  1904; 
this  is  practically  conceded.  Again,  it  must 
not  be  overlooked  that  the  record  discloses 
that  the  plaintiff  had  threatened  to  bring 
fluit  against  the  association  and  take  two 
thirds  of  the  St.  Joseph  membership  from  it 
when  he  left.  The  record  also  discloses  that 
this  fraternal  association  proceeded  in  an 
orderly  and  businesslike  way,  in  perfect  ac- 
cord with  the  contract  between  it  and  the 
plaintiff,  to  cancel  the  authority  of  respond- 
ent's agency.  The  letter  complained  of  was 
sent  exclusively  to  the  members  of  the  or- 
der at  St.  Joseph,  and  informed  them  of 
the  cancelation  of  plaintiff's  agency,  with 
the  additional  information  that  he  had 
failed  to  remit  for  the  last  two  months, 
which  the  testimony  strongly  indicates  was 
substantially  true.  There  was,  in  the  many 
letters  written  by  the  association  to  re- 
spondent, an  entire  absence  of  anything  to 
indicate  any  spite,  ill-will,  or  malice  toward 
him  by  the  association,  or  by  any  of  the 
ofncers  of  the  association.  The  trial  court 
seems  to  have  treated  the  letter  upon 
which  this  action  is  predicated  as  libelous 
per  ae,  and  in  accordance  with  such  views 
80  instructed  the  jury.  This,  in  our  opin- 
ion, was  a  misconception  of  the  nature  and 
character  of  such  letter.  Under  all  the 
facts  and  circumstances  disclosed  by  the 
record  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  causes 
which  induced  the  association  to  write  the 
letter  complained  of  were  reasonably  suffi- 
cient to  inspire  the  honest  belief  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  administering  the  affairs 
of  such  association  that  it  was  essential  to 
write  the  communication,  embracing  therein 
the  statements  made  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  interest  of  the  association.  Con- 
sidering the  entire  record,  in  our  opinion, 
this  letter  was  written  without  malice  and 
in  good  faith,  based  upon  a  reasonable 
cause,  and  the  trial  court  should,  at  the 
close  of  the  case,  have  sustained  the  demur- 
rer to  the  evidence  which  was  interposed 
by  the  defendant. 

3.  The  conclusions  reached  upon  the  first 
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and  secoiid  propositions,  as  herein  indicated, 
render  it  unnecessary  to  discuss  at  any 
length  the  third  proposition,  predicated 
upon  the  allegaticms  in  the  answer  that  the 
statements  embraced  in  the  communication 
were  true.  As  heretofore  stated,  the  evi- 
dence in  this  case  is  almost  conclusive  of 
the  fact  that  respondnent  'was  indebted  to 
the  appellant;  in  fact,  it  is  practically  con- 
ceded that  he  did  not  remit  to  tl^e  associa- 
tion the  collections  made  by  him  for  the 
month  of  December,  1904,  amounting  to  $64 
and  some  cents.  The  principal  discrepancy 
between  the  statements  of  the  letter  and 
the  proof  is,  the  letter  allies  that  the 
plaintiff  had  not  remitted  any  of  his  col- 
lections for  the  last  two  months,  and  it  is 
earnestly  contended  that  this  statement 
had  reference  to  September  and  October,  or 
October  and  November.  However,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  the  letter  had  reference  to  No- 
vember and  December.  One  other  discrep- 
ancy is  that  the  letter  states  that  the  col- 
lections had  not  been  remitted  for  two 
months,  when  the  testimony  shows  that 
this  was  not  literally  true;  that  a  part  of 
the  collections  for  November  had  been  re- 
mitted, and  it  was  only  the  collections  for 
the  month  of  December  that  the  plaintill 
had  wholly  neglected  to  remit.  But,  aside 
from  all  this,  when  all  of  the  evidence  is 
considered  it  does  appear  that,  when  the 
letter  in  question  was  written,  respondent 
had  not  remitted  any  of  his  collections  for 
the  month  of  December,  and  had  failed  to 
remit  part  of  his  collections  for  the  month 
of  November,  and  was  indebted  to  the  ap- 
pellant association  for  collections  made  and 
not  remitted  to  appellant  for  these  two 
months.  The  plaintiff  having  failed  to  re- 
mit moneys  which  belonged  to  the  appel- 
lant, it  was  clearly  proper  and  appropriate, 
considering  the  relationship  of  the  associa- 
tion to  its  members,  to  inform  them  of  the 
cancelation  of  the  agency  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  also  inform  them  that,  the  agent  having 
had, authority  to  collect  dues,  the  respective 
members  of  the  association  would  receive 
proper  credit.  Plaintiff  largely  based  his 
right  to  retain  these  collections  upon  claims 
which  he  made  for  further  "skip"  payments, 
as  they  were  termed,  and  for  an  additional 
10  per  cent  commission  on  collections.  Both 
of  these  claims  were  rejected  by  the  circuit 
court,  and  we  think  properly  so,  for  the  rea- 
son that  they  were  directly  in  conflict  with 
the  provisions  of  both  contracts  entered  into 
between  the  plaintiff  and  the  association. 

We  see  no  necessity  for  discussing  this 
proposition  further.  It  is  sufficient  to  say 
that  the  evidence,  when  considered  in  its 
entirety,  shows  that,  at  least  in  substance, 
what  was  stated  in  the  letter  was  true. 
That  the  defendant  did  not  intend,  by  this 
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communication,  to  charge  the  plaintiff  with ' 
the  commiBSion  of  any  crime ;  and  that  it  was 
written  by  the  defendant  association  with- 
out malice,  we  have  no  doubt.  The  plain- 
tiff was  a  member  of  the  association,  and 
doubtless  the  respective  members  of  the 
fraternal  order  to  whom  this  letter  was  ad- 
dressed were  fully  aware  as  to  the  dispute 
between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  con- 
cerning the  collection  of  dues,  and,  in  our 
opinion,  any  injury  to  the  standing,  reputa- 
tion, or  character  of  the  plaintiff,  under  the 
facts  of  this  case,  is  more  imaginary  than 
real. 

We  hive  gfven  expression  to  our  views 
upon  the  legal  propositions  disclosed  by  the 
record,  which  resiilts  in  the  conclusion  that 
the  judgment  of  the  trial  court  should  be 
reversed 

All  concur. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 


OHIO  StrPKEME!  COURT. 

STATE  OF  OHIO 

V. 

WILLIAM  SANNER. 

(81  Ohio  St.  393,  90  N.  E.  1007.)" 

Criminal  law  —  guilt  —  essentials  — 
presence  of  accnsed. 

1.  As  to  some  crimes,  the  physical  pres- 
ence of  the  accused  at  the  place  where  the 
crime  is  committed  is  not  essential  to  his 
guilt. 

Same  —  children  —  nonsupport  —  ab- 
sence of  parent  from  state  —  effect. 

2.  A  parent  may  be  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  failing  to  provide  for  his  minor  children, 
defined  by  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  Com- 
pel Parents  to  Maintain  Their  Children," 
passed  April  28,  1908  (99  Ohio  Laws,  p. 
228),  although  he  is  a  resident  of  another 
state  during  the  time  laid  in  the  indict- 
ment, and  the  venue  of  the  crime  is  in  tlie 
county  where  the  child  is  when  the  com- 
plaint is  made. 

(January  18,  1910.)' 

EXCEPTION  by  the  state  to  rulings  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Allen 
County  sustaining  a  demurrer  to  an  in- 
dictment charging   defendant  with  having 

Headnotes  by  the  Court. 


Note.  ^  A  search  has  disclosed  no  other 
cases  upon  the  -  criminal  responsibility  of 
one  who  fails  to  support  his  wife  or  child- 
ren as  affected  by  the  fact  that  he  was  a 
nonresident  of  the  state  during  the  time 
laid  in  the  indictment. 
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failed   to   provide  for  his  minor  children. 
Sustained. 

Per  Cnrlam  statement: 

The  grand  jury  of  Allen  comity  indicted 
one  William  Sanner,  late  of  said  county,  for 
refusing,  failing  and  neglecting  to  provide 
his  seven  minor  children,  under  sixteen 
years  of  age,  living  in  said  county,  with  the 
necessary  and  proper  home,  care,  food,  and 
clothing;  he  being  well  able  to  furnieh  the 
same  by  reason  of  having  means  and  by  per- 
sonal service,  labor,  and  earnings.  The  de- 
fendant demurred  to  the  indictment  on  the 
ground  that  it  does  not  charge  an  offense, 
nor  does  it  charge  the  defendant  with  the 
commission  of  a  crime  or  misdemeanor  pro- 
vided for  in  the  statutes  of  Ohio.  The  court 
sustained  the  demurrer  and  discharged  the 
defendant.  The  prosecuting  attorney  took 
a  bill  of  exceptions,  and  on  application  ob- 
tained permission  to  file  it  for  the  decision 
of  this  court  on  the  questions  therein  pre- 
sented. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Welty  for  the  State. 
Mr.  W.  W.  Sntton  for  defendant. 

Per  Curiam: 

Section  1  of  an  act  entitled  "An  Act  to 
Compel  Parents  to  Maintain  Their  Chil- 
dren," passed  April  28,  11)08  (00  Ohio  Laws, 
p.  228),  reads  as  follows:  "The  father,  or 
when  charged  by  law  with  the  maintenance 
thereof,  the  mother,  of  a  legitimate  or 
illegitimate  child  or  children  under  sixteen 
years  of  age,  or  the  husband  of  any  preg- 
nant woman  living  in  this  state,  who,  bein:j 
able  either  by  reason  of  having  mojiis,  or 
by  personal  services,  labor,  or  earnings,  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  provide  such  child  or 
children  or  pregnant  woman  with  ucceisary 
or  proper  home,  care,  food,  and  clothing, 
.  .  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  felony. 

"Sec.  2.  If  the  offense  charged  is  abandon- 
ment or  neglect  or  refusal  to  provide  such 
child  or  children  or  pregnant  woman  with 
the  necessary  and  proper  home,  care,  food, 
and  clothing,  the  offense  shall  be  held  to 
have  been  committed  in  any  county  of  this 
state  in  which  such  child  or  children  or 
pregnant  woman  may  be  at  the  time  such 
complaint  is  made." 

"Sec.  4.  The  citizenship  once  acquired  in 
this  state  of  any  father  or  mother  of  any 
legitimate  or  illegitimate  child  living  in  this 
state  shall  be  deemed,  for  all  the  purposes 
of  this  act,  to  continue  until  such  child  Iihs 
arrived  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  provided 
said  child  so  long  continues  to  live  in  this 
state." 

'the  implication  from  the  brief  of  the 
prosecuting  attorney  is  that  the  defendant 
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was  a  nonresident  of  the  state  of  Ohio  dur- 
ing the  time  laid  in  the  indictment,  and  that 
the  court  sustained  the  demurrer  on  that 
ground.  How  the  court  on  a  hearing  on  de- 
murrer could  be  advised  of  the  place  of  resi- 
dence does  not  ap]iear.  However,  the  ques- 
tion is  raised  by  the  record  whether  it  is 
necessary  to  charge  in  the  indictment  that 
the  defendant  was  "living  in  this  state." 
The  prior  act  (Rev.  SUt  9  3140—2,  [04 
Ohio  Laws,  p.  106])  did  not  contain  pro- 
visions like  those  of  §g  2  and  4,  and  this 
court,  in  a  case  reported  without  opinion 
(State  T.  Ewers,  76  Ohio  St.  563,  81  N.  E. 
1100),  overruled  the  exceptions  of  the 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Williams  county 
to  the  ruling  of  the  court  of  cummon  p!ea» 
of  that  county,  that  a  defendant  was  not 
guilty  of  the  offense,  who  resided  in  the 
state  of  Indiana  during  the  time  laid  in  the 
tndictment.  Subsequently,  the  act  of  1008 
was  passed,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted,  in 
view  of  the  provisions  of  §§  2  and  4,  that 
the  legislature  intended  the  words,  "living 
in  this  state,"  to  qualify  the  person  to 
whom  the  duty  is  owing.  That,  as  to  some 
crimes,  the  physical  presence  of  the  accused 
at  the  place  where  the  crime  is  committed 
is  not  essential  to  his  guilt,  is  well  settled. 
Burton  v.  United  SUtea,  202  U.  S.  344-387, 
60  L.  ed.  1057-1073,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  688, 
«  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  362;  Norria  v.  State, 
y  25  Ohio  St.  217,  18  Am.  Rep.  201 ;  Lindsey 
V.  Stote,  38  Ohio  St  607;  12  Cyc.  Law  k 
jProc.  p.  237. 

Exceptions  sustained. 

Snmmers,    Ch.   J.,    and   Crew,    Spear, 
I>avi8,  Shauck,  and  Price,  JJ.,  concur. 


PENNSYIiVANIA   SVPREMII   COURT. 

CHRISTOPHER  L.  WILLIAMS,   Receiver, 
etc.,   of  the  Fredonia  National   Bank  of 
Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  Appt., 
v. 
EDWARD  O'DONNELL  et  al. 

(225  Pa.  321,  74  Atl.  206.) 

Covenant  --  general    warranty  —  evic- 
tion ^  remote  grantee. 

1.  Eviction  under  foreclosure  of  a  mort- 
gage existing  on  property  at  the  time  it  is 
conveyed  with  a  covenant  of  general  war- 
ranty gives  a  remote  grantee  a  right  of  ac- 
tion on  the  covenant,  notwithstanding  there 
were  other  covenants  in  the  deed  which 
would  have  given  the  immediate  grantees  a 
right  of  action  because  of  the  encumbrance 
as  soon  as  the  deed  was  executed. 

Same  —  waiver. 

2.  A  grantee  of  land  encumbered  by  mort- 
gage does  not,  by  failure  to  sue  for  breach 
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of  the  covenant  against  enenmbriiioes, 
Mraive  his  right  of  action  upon  a  covenant 
against  eviction  which  may  subsconentlT 
result  from  enforcement  of  the  encunbraiiee. 
Same  —  running  with  land. 

3.  A  covenant  against  eviction  runs  with' 
the  land. 

Same  —  liability  —  act  of  others. 

4.  A  grantor  of  land  with  general  cove- 
nant of  warranty  is  nut  relieved  from  lia- 
bility in  case  of  eviction  of  the  grantee 
under  a  mortgage  foreclosure,  by  the  fact 
tliat  the  mortgage  existed  on  the  property 
when  he  secured  his  title,  so  that  the  en- 
cumbrance was  not  his  act. 

Same  —  nndlvlded  Interest  —  liability. 

5.  One  is  not  relieved  from  liability  on  a 
general  covenant  of  warranty  in  a  deed 
which  he  executes  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  owners,  by  the  fact  that  he  had  only 
an  undivided  interest  in  the  property  at 
the  time  of  the  conveyance. 

(June  22,  1900.) 


Sote.  —  WM  «  covenant  of  general  war- 
ranty auatatn  an  action  by  remote 
grantee  evieted  under  an  encum- 
bramee,  where  (he  deed  also  contains 
eovenante  againat  enaumbrancea  not 
running  vrtth  the  hand. 

There  is  but  little  direct  authority  upon 
the  question  presented  in  the  foregoing  case. 
The  situation  was  somewhat  peculiar. 
There  was  no  dispute  as  to  the  fact  that 
two  covenanta  had  bem  broken,  the  implied 
covenant  against  encumbrances  and  the  ex- 
press covenant  of  warranty.  Under  the  rule 
prevailing  in  some  jurisdictions,  the  ex- 
press covenant  of  warranty  would  do  away 
mth  any  implied  covenant.  But  the  eourt 
proceeds  upon  the  theory  that,  even  if  the 
implied  covenant  should  be  considered  as  of 
full  effect,  nevertheless  the  remote  grantee 
could  recover  under  the  general  covenant 
of  warranty.  Notwithstanding  that  the  im- 
plied covenant  against  encumbrances  was 
broken  when  made,  the  court  holds  that 
such  covenant  was  independent  of  the  cove- 
nant of  warranty,  and  upon  the  latter  cove- 
nant being  broken  by  the  eviction,  the  re- 
mote grantee  had  a  cause  of  action  for  such 
breach. 

Attention  should  be  called  to  the  numer- 
ous cases  which  assert  the  general  rule  that 
express  covenants  do  away  with  all  implied 
covenants.  Thus,  for  example,  in  Weems  v. 
McCaughan,  7  Smedes  &  M.  423,  45  Am. 
Dec.  314,  the  situation  was  very  similar  to 
that  in  Williams  v.  O'Donnkll,  but  the 
court  proceeded  upon  the  theory  that  the 
express  covenant  did  away  with  the  implied 
covenant,  and  consequently  the  quesl^on  dis- 
cussed is  the  latter  case  was  not  reached. 
The  application  of  such  a  rule  in  WnxL&MS 
V.  O'DoNNKLL  would  have  attained  the  same 
result  under  the  facts  of  that  case.  But 
cases  applying  such  a  rule  are  not  neces- 
sarily authority  upon  the  question  pre- 
sented by  the  title  to  this  note,  for  if  the 
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APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  aa  order  of  tha 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Warren 
County  discharging  a  motion  for  judgment 
for  want  of  sufficient  affidavit  of  defense 
in  an  action  brought  to  recover  damages  for 
breach  of  a  general  eovenant  of  warranty. 
Beversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  D.  I.  Ball,  for  appellant: 

The  covenant  ran  with  the  land,  and  was 
therefore  available  to  the  remote  grantee. 

Korcross  v.  James,  140  Mass.  188,  2  N. 
E.  946;  Norman  v.  Wells,  17  Wend.  161; 
Pollock,  Contr.  5th  ed.  p.  326;  2  Chitty, 
Contr.  11  Am.  ed.  pp.  1383,  1388;  Holmes, 
Common  Law,  404;  4  Kent,  Com.  473;  My- 
gatt  V.  Coe,  124  N.  Y.  212,  11  L.R.A.  661, 
26  N.  E.  611;  Hurd  v.  Curtis,  19  Pick.  469; 
Bally  V.  Wells,  3  Wils.  29. 

Messrs.  C.  W.  Stone,  with  R.  W.  Stone 
and  W.  W.  Wllbvr,  for  appellees: 

As  Allen  was  not  a  party  to  the  mort- 


gage and  had  no  connection  therewith,  the 
covenant'  is  not  broken  as  to  him. 

Ake  T.  Mason,  101  Pa.  20;  Knepper  t. 
Kurt^  58  Pa.  480. 

The  covenant  against  encumbrances  was 
broken  as  soon  as  made,..becaii8e  the  encum- 
brance existed  at  the  time  the  deed  was  ex- 
ecuted and  delivered. 

Seitzinger  v.  Weaver,  1  Rawle,  377;  Cath- 
cart  V.  Bowman,  5  Pa.  317;  Memmert  v. 
McKeen,  112  Pa.  320,  4  Atl.  542;  Funk  v. 
Voneida,  11  Serg.  Jc  R.  Ill,  14  Am.  Dec. 
617;  Huyck  v.  Andrews,  113  N.  Y.  81,  3 
L.R.A.  789,  10  Am.  St  Rep.  432,  20  N.  E. 
581. 

The  mortgage  being  an  existing  lien  when 
the  covenant  was  broken,  it  became  a  chose 
in  action,  which  did  not  pass  to  the  remote 
grantee. 

Funk  V.  Voneida,  supra;  Mygatt  ▼.  Coe, 
124  N.  Y.  212,  11  LJI.A.  648,  26  N.  E.  611; 
8  Am.  t  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  151,  note 


express  covenant  supersedes  all  implied 
covenants,  then  the  relative  effect  of  the 
two  covenants  could  not  arise. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  fact  that 
in  some  jurisdictions  covenants  against  en- 
cumbrances are  held  to  run  with  the  land. 
In  those  jurisdictions  the  question  under 
discussion  would  not  arise,  except,  possibly, 
as  a  matter  of  pleading, 

This  note  does  not  include  cases  in  which 
the  plaintiff  was  evicted  under  an  outstand- 
ing paramount  title,  which  would  not  con- 
atitute  a  breach  of  the  covenant  against 
encumbrances. 

Cases  passing  merely  upon  the  question 
how  far  and  under  what  circumstances 
words  of  restriction  or  qualification  annexed 
to  one  covenant  in  a  deed  conveying  real  es- 
tate are  to  be  extended  to  other  covenants 
are  excluded.  This  exclusion,  of  course,  ex- 
tends to  cases  involving  the  c|ue8tion  wheth- 
er a  covenant  of  warranty  is  restricted  by 
an  exception  in  another  coveneint  against 
encumbrances. 

lliere  are  numerous  cases,  as  for  example 
Smith  V.  Hogue  (N.  D.),  123  N.  W.  827,  and 
King  V.  Kilbride,  68  Conn.  109,  19  Atl. 
519,  which  hold  that  covenants  against  en- 
cumbrances and  covenants  of  warranty  are 
not  connected  in  form  or  nature,  are  of  ma- 
terially different  import,  and  directed  to 
different  objects;  but  th»  primary  question 
in  these  cases  was  whether  an  exception  con- 
tained in  a  covenant  against  encumbrances 
restricted  the  general  covenant  of  warranty, 
and,  consequently,  such  cases  are  at  most 
but  indirect  authority  upon  the  question 
presented  in  Williams  v.  O'Donnell,  and, 
as  stated  above,  will  not  be  included. 

So,  also,  there  are  numerous  cases  hold- 
ing that  a  covenant  of  warranty  is  not  to 
be  controlled  by  covenants  of  seisin,  or  of 
good  right  to  convey.  Thus,  in  Douglass  v. 
Lewis,  131  U.  8.  75,  83  L.  ed.  63,  9  Slip. 
Ct.  Rep.  634,  it  was  held  that  the  covenant 
.if  warrantv  and  that  for  seisin,  or  of  right 
26  L.R.A.(K.S.) 


to  convey,  are  not  equivalent  covenants,  and 
the  introduction  into  the  deed  of  an  express 
covenant  of  warranty  has  the  effect  of  deny- 
ing a  purchaser  the  benefit  of  the  statutory 
covenant  of  seisin,  under  the  laws  of  New 
Mexico.  Cases  of  that  kind,  however,  are  of 
little  importance  upon  the  question. 

A  few  cases  which  bear  somewhat  upon 
the  question  may  be  noted.. 

Thus,  in  Weeks  v.  Grace,  194  Mass.  296, 
9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1092,  80  N.  E.  220,  10  A. 
&  E.  Ann.  Cas.  1077,  the  deed  contained 
limited  covenants  both  of  warranty  and 
against  encumbrances,  the-  covenants  being 
expressly  limited  to  acts  done  or  suffered  by 
the  grantor,  and  the  warranty  was  against 
ail  persons  claiming  by,  through,  or  under 
the  grantor.  The  primary  question  deter- 
mined was  whether  a  right  of  way  for  a 
sewer,  secured  by  the  process  of  eminent  do- 
main, was  secured  by  any  act  "done  or  suf- 
fered" by  the  grantor,  but,  in  the  course  of 
the  opinion,  the  court  said  that  the  cove- 
nant of  warranty  and  tlie  covenant  against 
encumbrances  were  independent,  and  a 
breach  of  either  would  give  a  distinct  cause 
of  action. 

So,  a  covenant  of  special  warranty  against 
the  lawful  claims  of  all  persons  claiming  in, 
through,  or  by  the  grantor,  does  not  have 
the  effect  of  limiting  a  covenant  against  en- 
cumbrances. Duroe  v.  Stephens,  101  Iowa, 
358,  70  N.  W.  6:0.  This  case  presents  the 
converse  of  the  question  presented  in  Wil- 
liams V.  O'DONNEIX. 

The  case  of  Funk  y.  Voneida,  11  Serg;  & 
R.  109,  14  Am.  Dec.  617,  which  has  some 
bearing  upon  this  question,  is  sufficiently  set 
out  in  Williams  v.  O'Donnell. 

Another  case  bearing  somewhat  upon  the 
question  is  Alexander  T.  Schreiber,  10  Mo. 
460,  where  it  was  held  th.at  a  covenant 
against  encumbrances  done  or  suffered  by 
the  grantor  is  not  to  be  construed  as  limit- 
ing the  general  covenant  of  seisin  or  for 
further  assurance.    And  this  case  was  cited 
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1 ;  Elwes  t.  Mawe,  1  Smith,  Lead.  Cas. 
(Uare  &  W.)  205,  note. 

The  covenant  was  broken,  not  by  the  con- 
sequences flowing  from  the  encumbrance,  but 
by  the  encumbrance  itself. 

Elwes  V.  Mawe,  1  Smith,  Lead.  Cas. 
(Hare  ft  W.)  213,  note. 

Privity  of  contract  alone  is  insufficient 
to  carry  to  subsequent  owners  of  the  prop- 
erty the  benefit  of  a  covenant  of  warranty 
or  of  quiet  enjoyment. 

Mygatt  v.  Coe,  supra. 

Stewart,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  was  an  action  to  recover  upon  a 
breach  of  a  general  covenant  of  warranty 
contained  in  the  deed  of  conveyance  from 
the  appellees,  Edward  O'Donnell,  George  H. 
Higgins,  and  O.  C.  Allen,  to  one  Frank  W. 
Tarbox,  dated  April  17,  1890.  The  covenant 
was  in  the  usual  form,  and  need  not  be  here 
recited.  The  deed  contained  also  the  cus- 
tomary words,  "grant,  bargain,  and  sell." 
By  certain -intermediate  conveyances  the  ti- 
tle to  the  property  so  conveyed  became  vest- 
ed in  the  Fredonia  National  Bank,  April  7, 
1804.  Prior  to  the  conveyance  from  O'Don- 
nell, Higgins,  and  Allen,  O'Donnell  and  Hig- 
gins, who  were  then  sole  owners  of  the  land 
described  in  the  deed,  executed,  a  mortgage 
to  one  Emerson  in  the  sum  of  $3,000.  This 
mortgage  was  upon  record  when  Allen  sub- 
sequently purchased  an  undivided  interest 
in  the  land,  and  it  remained  unsatisfied 
when  the  conveyance  was  made  by  O'Don- 
nell, Higgins,  and  Allen  to  Tarbox.  In  Au- 
gust, 1905,  a  scire  facias  was  sued  out  upon 
this  mortgage  against  O'Donnell  and  Hig- 
gins. This  was  followed  by  an  alias  writ 
against  the  same  parties,  including  the  Fre- 
donia National  Bank,  the  plaintiff  in  the 
present  action,  as  terre-tenant.  Upon  this 
latter   writ  judgment  was  obtained  in  the 


sum  of  $1,955,  with  interest  and  costs.  A 
levari  facias  was  issued  on  this  judgment, 
and  the  mortgaged  premises  were  sold  there- 
under by  the  sheriff  for  the  sum  of  $4,000, 
December  2,  1907.  After  paying  thereout 
the  judgment  and  costs,  a  balance  of 
$1,873.79  was  paid  over  to  file  Fredon's 
Bank.  The  suit  by  the  bank,  through  its  re- 
ceiver, is  to  recover  the  difference  between 
the  amount  paid  to  the  bank  and  the  total 
proceeds  of  the  sheriff's  sale,  as  damages 
resulting  from  the  alleged  breach  of  Ibe 
warranty,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  $2,226.01,  with 
interert.  Plaintiff's  statement  set  out  the 
facts  as  we  have  given  them,  averred  tn 
eviction  under  a  paramount  title,  and  con- 
sequent breach  of  the  defendants'  warranty. 
The  affidavits  of  defense  filed  in  the  case 
controvert  none  of  the  foregoing  facts,  bat 
deny  plaintiff's  right  to  recover  for  several 
reasons.  The  motion  for  judgment  for  in- 
sulTiciency  of  the  affidavits  was  refused  on 
the  ground  that  the  warranty  declared  on 
and  made  the  basis  of  plaintiff's  claim, 
whether  express  or  implied,  is  a  warranty 
against  encumbrances,  and,  if  broken  by  tlie 
existence  of  the  mortgage  to  Emerson  as  as- 
serted, was  broken  when  made,  and  vested 
no  right  of  any  action  in  anyone  except  Tar- 
box, the  original  vendee. 

In  his  opinion  filed  the  learned  judge 
says:  "There  is  no  allegation  of  any  de- 
fect in  the  title  at  the  time  of  the  oinvv- 
ance  by  Allen,  Higgins,  and  O'Donnell  to 
Tarbox,  or  of  any  paramount  title  then  ex- 
isting. All  that  existed  at  that  time  was 
the  mortgage  given  by  Higgins  and  O'Djn- 
nell  to  Emerson,  which  was  an  encumbrance, 
and  is  within  the  special  covenant  proviiled 
by  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  Mar  ii, 
1715  (1  Smith's  Laws,  p.  951,  arising  from 
the  words,  'grant,  bargain,  and  sell,'  wliie'i 
covenant  was  broken  as  soon  as  made." 
Speaking  of  the  effect  of  the  general  wai- 


and  approved  in  Walker  v.  Deaver,  79  Mo. 
664. 

A  covenant  of  general  warranty  is  not 
limited  or  restrained  by  a  subsequent  cove- 
nant against  persons  claiming  in  virtue  of 
the  patent  and  deed  to  the  grantor.  Rowe 
V.  Heath,  23  Tex.  614. 

A  special  warranty  against  the  grantor 
and  his  heirs  and  all  claiming  under  them 
was  held  in  Bender  v.  Fromberger,  4  Dall. 
430,  1  L.  ed.  898,  not  to  have  the  effect  of 
controlling  the  precedent  general  covenant, 
so  as  to  bar  a  recovery  under  the  general 
warranty,  by  the  grantee  who  had  been 
evicted  under  an  outstanding  encumbrance 
«r  title. 

Where  the  parties  to  a  deed  covenanted 
severnlly  against  their  own  acts  and  encum- 
brances, and  also  to  warrant  against  their 
own  acts  and  those  of  all  other  persons, 
with  an  indemnity  in  lands  of  equivalent 
value,  it  was  held  in  Duvall  v.  Craig,  2 
23  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Wheat.  45,  4  L.  ed.  180,  in  an  action  of  evic- 
tion, that  these  covenants  were  independent, 
and  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  allege  in  Die 
declaration  any  eviction,  or  any  demsnd 
or  refusal  to  indemnify  with  other  lands, 
but  it  was  sufficient  to  allege  a  prior  en- 
cumbrance by  the  acts  of  the  grantor,  and 
that  the  action  might  be  maintained  on  the 
first  covenant,  in  order  to  recover  pecuniary 
damages. 

In  Tracy  v.  Oreffet,  54  Mo.  App.  562,  it 
was  held  that  a  warranty  of  title  against 
the  grrantor  and  those  claiming  under  him 
did  not  limit  a  preceding  prior  covenant  of 
title  against  all  the  world. 

A  special  covenant  by  which  the  grantor 
warrants  against  all  claims  from  or  under 
him  does  not  limit  the  more  general  war- 
ranties implied  by  the  words,  "grant,  bar- 
gain, and  sell."  Brown  v.  Tomlinson,  2  G. 
Greene,  525. 
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ranty,  he  holds  that  it,  too,  is  a  coTenant 
against  encumbrances,  at  least  to  the  extent 
of  including  such  encumbrances  as  may  re- 
sult in  rightful  eviction,  and  attaches  to  it 
the  same  Incidents,  so  far  as  a  breach  by 
encumbrances  is  concerned,  as  are  annexed 
to  the  implied  statutory  covenant.  The  con- 
clusion he  reaches  is  that,  the  covenant  here 
being  against  encumbrances,  it  was  broken 
as  soon  as  made,  and  being  a  personal  cove- 
nant, not  running  with  the  land,  it  could 
avail  none  but  Tarbox,  the  immediate  vendee 
of  the  defendants.*  This  was  not  only  a  mis- 
apprehension of- the  cause  of  action  declared 
upon,  but  a  misapprehension  of  the  law  as 
well.  The  covenant  declared  on  was  the 
general  warranty  in  the  deed;  the  breach 
assigned  was  that  the  plaintiff,  "by  reason 
of  said  sheriff's  sale  of  said  premises  and 
sheriff's  deeds  therefor,  and  by  force  of  the 
paramount  title  under  the  sheriff'n  deed,  was 
evicted  from  the  said  piece  or  parcel  of  land 
hereinbefore  described,  and  suffered,"  etc. 
The  statement  filed  is  too  explicit  and  defi- 
nite to  leave  in  doubt  just  what  the  breach 
conrplained  of  was.  It  was  the  plaintiff's 
eviction  by  a  paramount  title,  and  there  was 
but  one  covenant  in  the  deed,  the  general 
warranty,  that  gave  indemnity  against  this. 
Whether,  in  addition  to  this  warranty,  the 
deed  contained  other  covenants,  express  or 
implied,  which  would  have  afforded  to  the 
immediate  grantees  of  defendants  protec- 
tion against  encumbrances,  or  whether  the 
general  warranty  included  as  well  a  cove- 
nant against  encumbrance,  were  questions 
wholly  aside.  If  there  were  such  covenants, 
it  by  no  means  follows  that  they  superseded, 
or  in  any  wise  impaired,  the  force  of  the  gen- 
eral warranty  against  eviction,  no  matter 
how  the  eviction  might  occur,  only  so  as  it 
resulted  from  the  assertion  of  a  paramount 
title.  The  learned  judge  says  that  there 
is  no  allegation  of  any  defect  of  title  at  the 
time  of  the  conveyance  by  Allen,  Higgins, 
and  O'Donnell,  or  of  any  paramount  title 
then  existing;  and  yet  the  plaintiff's  state- 
ment set  out  that,  at  the  date  of  the  con- 
veyance from  defendants,  there  was  on  rec- 
ord an  indenture  of  mortgage  executed  by 
two  of  the  defendants,  at  the  time  the  sole 
owners,  by  which  they  did  grant,  bargain, 
and  sell,  conditionally,  to  Emerson,  the  land 
which  they  subsequently  conveyed.  Here 
was  an  outstanding  paramount  title  which 
was  subsequently  asserted  against  the  de- 
fendants, resulting  in  an  eviction. 

It  comes  to  nothing  to  say  that  defend- 
ants' immediate  grantees  had  their  right  of 
action  at  once  on  the  implied  covenant 
against  encumbrance,  or  even  <ipon  the  gen- 
eral warranty,  if  such  were  the  case, — a 
question  not  necessary  here  to  decide.  De- 
fendants' vendees  were  not  put  to  the  al- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


temative  of  suing  upon  that  breach,  or  for- 
feiting the  covenant  against'  an  evictisn 
which  might  subsequently  result  from  an  en- 
forcement of  the  encumbrance,  which  in  it- 
self was  a  paramount  title.  They  had  their 
election  either  to  treat  it  as  an  encumbrance 
and  sue  at  once  for  the  breach,  or  delay  un- 
til another  breach  under  another  covenant 
occurred,  namely,  eviction.  Treating  it  as 
a  covenant  against  eviction,  it,  of  courses 
ran  with  the  land,  and  no  cause  of  action 
could  arise  until  the  eviction  occurred,  ac- 
tually or  constructively.  The  case  of  Funk 
V.  Voneida,  11  Serg.  &  R.  109,  14  Am.  Dec. 
617,  is  nothing  to  the  contrary.  What  that 
case  decides  is  that  an  outstanding  mort- 
gage is  within  the  covenant  implied  in  the 
words,  "grant,  bargain,  and  sell,"  and  that 
the  grantee  is  entitled  to  recover  in  an  ac- 
tion upon  this  covenant,  notwithstanding 
the  mortgage  is  not  due  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  suit,  for  the  reason  that  the  par- 
ticular covenant  sued  on  was  broken  the 
very  instant  it  was  entered  into.  This  is 
not  true  with  respect  to  general  warranty. 
The  breach  there  is  in  the  eviction,  and  un- 
til then  no  right  of  action  arises.  The  case 
cited  clearly  defines  the  distinction;  but  it 
nowhere  encourages  the  notion  that  the  two 
covenants  are  inconsistent,  or  that,  by  fail- 
ure to  adopt  the  remedy  the  law  affords 
with  respect  to  implied  covenants,  the  right 
to  protection  under  the  warranty  is  lost. 
On  the  contrary,  it  decides  that  between  th» 
covenants  implied  in  the  words,  "grant,  bar- 
gain, and  sell,"  and  a  special  covenant  of 
warranty  (that  is  all  it  was  in  that  case, 
and  the  difference  is  immaterial),  there  is 
no  inconsistency  whatever,  and  the  function 
and  operation  of  each  are  clearly  distin- 
guished. That  the  covenant  of  warranty 
runs  with  the  land,  and  is  in  this  respect 
distinguishable  from  the  implied  covenants, 
is  a  principle  too  familiar  to  call  for  any 
citation  of  authorities.  Whether  it  is  a 
covenant  as  well  against  encumbrances  is  a 
question  thAt  does  not  arise  in  the  case. 
Whatever  else  it  nwiy  or  may  not  be,  it  is 
beyond  all  dispute  a  covenant  against  evic- 
tion. Whether  it  was  something  more  was 
a  wholly  unnecessary  inquiry.  The  learned 
judge  concluded  that  it  did  embrace  some- 
thing else,  and  then  rested  his  decision  whol- 
ly upon  this  supposed  additional  covenant 
which  he  regarded  as  not  assignable,  ignor- 
ing entirely  the  other  natural  and  confess- 
edly legitimate  effect  of  the  warranty.  This 
was  a  mistake.  The  eviction  of  the  plain- 
tiff is  averred  in  the  statement,  and  not 
denied  in  the  afSdavit.  It  is  therefore  ad- 
mitted. It  was  effected,  just  as  in  Brown 
V.  Dickcrson,  12  Pa.  372,  by  the  foreclosure 
of  a  mortgage  outstanding  when  the  con- 
veyance   was    made.     Presumably    in    that 
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case,  as  in  this,  the  convejrance  contained 
the  words,  "grant,  bargain,  and  sell,"  though 
the  report  of  the  case  does  not  disclose  such 
fact.  The  suit  wras  not  on  any  implied  cove- 
nant, but  on  an  express  special  warranty 
against  eviction,  and  a  recovery  was  sus- 
tained on  the  ground  that  the  covenant  was 
broken  by  a  sheriff's  sale  under  a  paramount 
encumbrance. 

The  other  matters  set  up  by  way  of  de- 
fense were  adjudged  insufficient,  and  in  this 
conclusion  we  concur.  The  fact  that  Allen 
was  not  one  of  the  mortgagors,  and  that  he 
acquired  his  interest  in  the  property  after 
the  mortgage  had  been  given,  is  of  no  conse- 
quence. He  was  one  of  the  grantors  in  the 
deed  to  Tarboz  and  united  with  the  other 
grantors  in  the  warranty.  It  was  his  war- 
ranty as  well  as  theirs.  Kor  is  it  of  any 
consequence  that  he  had  but  an  undivided 
fourth  interest  in  the  premises  at  the  time 
of  the  conveyance.  The  averment  that  a 
large  amount  of  oil,  sufficient  to  pay  the  un- 
paid balance  of  the  mortgage,  had  been  pro- 
duced from  the  mortgaged  premises  and  de- 
livered to  the  mortgagee,  is  too  indefinite  to 
warrant  an  arrest  of  judgment.  It  is  lack- 
ing in  so  many  obviously  essential  elements 
that  this  feature  of  the  affidavit  calls  for  no 
discussion. 

For  the  reason  here  stated,  the  order  dis- 
charging the  motion  for  judgment  for  want 
of  a  sufficient  affidavit  of  defense  is  reversed, 
and  the  record  is  remitted  to  the  court  below 
with  directions  to  enter  judgment  for  plain- 
tiff, unless  other  legal  or  equitable  cause  be 
shown  to  the  court  below  why  such  judg- 
ment should  not  be  entered. 
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MONONGAHELA    BANK    OF    BROWNS- 
VILLE, Appt., 

V. 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  CALIFOR- 
NIA. 

(226  Pa.  270,  76  Atl.  359.)' 

Bank '—  collection  of  draft  —  return  of 
money  ^  defense. 

1.  A  collecting  bank  which  returns  to  the 
drawee  money  paid  on  the  check  because  it 
receives  notice  that  the  check  is  fraudulent 
cannot,  in  an  action  by  its  principal  to  hold 
it  liable  for  the  fund  so  returned,  set  up 
the  fact  that  the  principal  had  notice  of 
the  fraud,  and  therefore  could  not  have  en- 
forced payment  of  the  check  against  the 
drawee. 

Same  —  ratification. 

2.  The  mere  retention,  by  the  owner,  of 
a  check  returned  to  him  protested  by  a 
collecting  agent,  is  not  a  ratification  of  the 
26  LJlJi.(N.S.) 


latter's  act  in  refunding  money  paid  on  the 
check,  under  a  claim  that  it  was  fraudulent- 
ly issued,  where  he  has  no  notice  that  the 
check  had  been  paid  and  the  money  re- 
turned. 

(January  S,  1910.)' 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Wash- 
ington County  in  defendant's  favor  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  an  amount  col- 
lected by  defendant  for  plaintiff,  which  it 
was  alleged  defendant  luuf  wrongfully  failed 
to  pay  over.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Duncan,  Cbalfant,  A  Warne, 
and  Irwin  St  Wiley,  for  appellant: 


Note.  —  Bight  of  battle,  <n  action  by 
holder  /or  proceeds  of  commercial 
paper  collected  by  it,  to  avail  itadf 
of  defense*  that  would  have  "been 
available  in  an  action  on  the  paper. 

This  note  does  not  treat  of  the  liability 
of  the  bank  to  refund  to  the  payor  of  com- 
mercial paper  money  collected  thereon  for 
another,  and  to  which  the  payor  had  a  legal 
defense. 

The  few  cases  that  have  been  found  on  the 
subject  of  this  note  support  the  doctrine  of 

MONOITOAHEIA    BaNK    V.    FiBBT  NaT.    Ba^TK. 

Thus,  it  has  lieen  held  that  a  bank  with 
which  a  note  has  been  deposited  for  collec- 
tion by  an  indorsee  cannot  refuse  to  return 
the  note  or  its  proceeds,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  given  to  defraud  creditors  of  a  third 
person,  unless  the  bank  was  one  of  thosK 
creditors.  First  Nat.  Bank  t.  Leppel,  9 
Colo.  694,  13  Pac.  776. 

So,  where  a  bank  received  drafta  and 
other  claims  payable  in  Confederate  cur- 
rency for  collection,  and  actually  made  the 
collections  in  such  Confederate  money,  and 
used  the  proceeds  in  its  business,  it  has  been 
held  that  it  cannot,  when  sued  for  their 
value  by  the  original  holder  of  such  drafts, 
set  up  the  illegality  of  the  transaction, 
since  whatever  illegality  there  waa  had 
ceased  to  exist.  Planters*  Bank  v.  Union 
Bank,  16  Wall.  483,  21  L.  ed.  473. 

The  case  of  Green  v.  Purcell  Nat.  Bank,  I 
Ind.  Terr.  270,  37  8.  W.  50,  while  not  strict- 
ly in  point,  is  analogous.  It  waa  there 
held  that  where  the  holder  of  a  forged 
check,  who  took  it  in  good  faith,  indorsed 
it  for  collection  to  a  bank  which  collected 
it  and  remitted  the  proceeds  to  the  holder 
before  discovering  the  forgery,  such  bank, 
after  discovering  the  forgery,  and  paying 
back  the  amount  to  the  bank  on  which  it 
was  drawn,  can  reimburse  itself  by  appro- 
priating for  that  purpose  sufficient  funds  of 
the  holder  in  its  possession,  even  though  it 
did  not  notify  the  holder  of  its  discovery  of 
the  forgery.  This  ruling  was  placed  on' the 
ground  that,  as  the  paper  was  a  forgery,  the 
holder  had  no  more  title  to  the  proceeds  than 
the  forger  would  have  had,  or  than  any  re- 
cipient of  stolen  goods  would  hava. 
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Having  received  settlement  in  money  or 
its  equivalent  from  the  People's  Bank,  the 
defendant  became,  eo  iiutante,  the  plain- 
tiff's debtor,  and  liable  to  the  plaintiff  in 
an  action  of  assumpsit  for  the  amount  col- 
lected. 

Long  y.  Rhoads,  126  Pa.  378,  17  Atl.  622; 
Paul  ▼.  Grimm,  165  Pa.  146,  44  Am.  St. 
Rep.  648,  30  Atl.  721;  1  Troubat  ft  H.  Pr. 
§  32;  2  Troubat  &  H.  Pr.  sec.  1492;  Brown 
▼.  Delk,  132  Pa.  153,  19  AU.  81;  27  Cyc. 
Law  &  Proc.  pp.  851,  862. 

Messrs.  James  I.  Broimson  and  Owcii 
C  Underwood  for  appellee. 

Stewart,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
«ourt: 

The  Monongahela  National  Bank  of 
Brownsville,  plaintiff,  on  November  7  or  8, 
1907,  transmitted  to  the  First  National 
Bank  of  California,  defendant,  for  collection 
from  the  People's  Bank  of  California,  a 
check  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

People's  Bank  of  California,  Pa. 
$5,000.  California,  Pa.,  July  16,  1907. 

Pay  to  the  order  of  W.  L.  Lenhart  five 
thousand  dollars.    Cashier's  check. 

O.  F.  Piper,  Cashier. 
Indorsed:       Monongahela     Natl.     Bank, 
Brownsville,  Pa. 

The  check  was  received  by  the  defendant 
bank  on  the  morning  of  November  8th,  and 
was  promptly  presented  by  it,  on  the  same 
morning,  at  the  counter  of  the  People's 
Bank.  It  was  as  promptly  redeemed  by 
that  bank  and  marked  paid,  the  defendant 
bank  receiving  upon  its  surrender  payment 
in  full.  It  is  wholly  immaterial  that  the 
payment  was  made  by  a  draft.  It  is  agreed 
that  the  draft  was  the  equivalent  of  cash, 
and  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  purposes  of 
the  case  to  follow  its  history.  During  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the  People's 
Bank  made  demand  on  the  defendant  bank 
for  a  return  of  the  money  paid  to  it  on  the 
check,  alleging  that  payment  had  been  made 
through  mistake;  that  the  bank  had  dis- 
covered, since  payment,  that  the  check  was 
fraudulently  issued  by  Piper,  its  cashier; 
and  that  it  represented  no  indebtedness  of 
the  People's  Bank.  The  defendant  there- 
upon returned  to  the  People's  Bank  the 
money  paid,  and  received  back  the  check, 
which  it  promptly  returned  to  the  plaintiff 
bank,  with  notice  that  payment  was  re- 
fused. The  action  was  brought  to  recover 
from  the  defendant  bank  the  amount  it 
received  from  the  People's  Bank  as  the 
plaintiff's  collecting  agent.  The  defense  set 
up  was  that  the  cashier's  check  had  been 
issued  by  Piper  to  Lenhart  in  fraud  of  the 
People's  Bank,  and  that  the  plaintiff  bank 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


was  chargeable  with  notice  of  the  fraud 
before  its  acceptance  of  the  check. 

The  case  was  submitted  to  the  jury  with 
the  following  instruction,  which  was  an  af- 
firmance of  one  of  defendant's  points:  "If 
the  jury  find  that  the  cashier's  check  for 
$6,000  was  issued  by  O.  F.  Piper  to  W.  L. 
Lenhart  without  the  receipt  by  the  People's 
Bank  of  California  of  any  consideration 
therefor,  and  in  fraud  of  said  bank;  that 
at  the  time  it  was  taken  by  the  cashier  of 
the  Monongahela  National  Bank  he  knew, 
or  had  reason  to  believe,  the  fraudulent 
character  of  the  check;  that  at  the  time  the 
assistant  cashier  of  the  People's  Bank  gave 
to  the  First  National  Bank  a  Pittsburg 
draft  in  payment  for  said  check  he  was 
ignorant  of  the  fact  that  it  had  been  issued 
without  consideration  and  fraudulently; 
that  later  in  the  same  day,  and  while  the 
money  so  received  by  the  First  National 
Bank  was  still  in  its  control,  demand  was 
made  upon  it  by  the  People's  Bank  to  re- 
turn said  draft  and  take  back  the  cashier's 
check,  on  the  ground  that  the  payment 
thereof  had  been  made  by  a  mistake  of  fact, 
and,  in  compliance  with  such  demand,  the 
First  National  Bank  thereupon  did  return 
said  draft  and  take  back  the  cashier's  check; 
that  thereupon  said  cashier's  check  was  pro- 
tested and  returned  as  unpaid  to  the  plain- 
tiff bank,  which,  with  knowledge  of  the  fact 
that  the  First  National  Bank  had  so  given 
back  the  Pittsburg  draft  and  taken  back  as 
unpt^d  the  cashier's  check,  retained  said 
check  after  getting  it  on  November  9,  1907, 
until  the  bringing  of  this  suit  on  June  8, 
1908,  the  verdict  should  be  for  the  defend- 
ant." No  complaint  is  made  with  respect 
to  this  submission  of  the  case,  other  than 
that  there  was  not  sufHcient  evidence  to 
support  a  finding  that,  at  the  time  plain- 
tiff's cashier  accepted  the  check  from  Len- 
hart, it  knew  or  had  reason  to  believe  that 
the  check  had  been  uttered  fraudulently. 

The  plaintiff's  contention  is  that  the  evi- 
dence on  this  branch  of  the  case  was  insuf- 
ficient. Plaintiff  asked  instruction  that,  un- 
der all  the  evidence  in  the  case,  the  verdict 
should  be  for  the  plaintiff.  This  was  re- 
fused, and  the  refusal  is  made  the  subject  of 
the  twelfth  assignment  of  error.  Had  the 
action  been  against  the  People's  Bank  on 
the  cashier's  check,  the  defense  here  set  up 
would  have  been  entirely  proper,  and  con- 
clusive if  established  by  the  evidence.  But 
it  by  no  means  follows  that  because  proper 
in  that  case,  it  is  available  in  this.  The 
cause  of  action  not  being  the  same  in  one 
case  as  in  the  other,  ithe  parties  defendant 
necessarily  stand  in  different  rights.  Here 
the  action  is  not  based  .on  the  check,  and 
the  liability  that  is  asserted  against  the 
defendant   arises   out  of   a  fact  occurriog 
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after  defendant's  agency  in  connection  witli 
the  check  had  ceased.  After  the  defendani 
bad  surrendered  the  check,  it  had  in  its 
hands  money  which  it  had  received  for  tlie 
plaintiff,  and  it  is  for  the  recovery  of  this 
that  this  action  for  money  had  and  received 
was  brought.  Tlierefore  it  is  tliat,  if  tlie 
defense  set  up  here  can  avail  the  defendant, 
it  must  be  for  other  reasons  than  because 
it  would  avail  the  People's  Bank  in  a  suit 
on  the  check.  We  think  it  equally  clear 
that  any  other  that  could  be  suggested 
would  be  quite  as  insufficient.  Since  the 
defendant  stood  toward  the  plaintiff  with 
respect  to  the  money  in  its  hands  as  agent, 
and  since  its  liability  did  not  arise  directly 
from  the  check,  and  did  not  in  any  way 
depend  on  the  integrity  of  the  transaction 
from  which  the  money  resulted,  as  between 
the  plaintiff  and  the  party  who  paid  it  over, 
the  issue  warranted  no  inquiry  with  respect 
to  the  origin  of  the  check  or  the  manner 
in  which  plaintiff  acquired  title  to  it.  In 
allowing  defendant  to  enter  upon  such  in- 
quiry a  settled  rule  of  law  was  disregarded. 
An  agent  may  not  be  allowed  to  deny  the 
title  of  his  principal  to  the  subject-matter 
of  the  agency.  The  check  was  not  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  agency,  for  agency  with 
respect  to  it  terminated  when  the  check 
war.  svirrendcred.  It  was  the  money  which 
the  agent  had  received  for  its  principal 
which  was  the  subject-matter.  More  than 
this.  Admitting  the  facts  with  respect  to 
the  check  to  be  as  claimed,  that  it  was 
issued  in  fraud  of  the  People's  Bank,  and 
that  the  plaintiff,  in  accepting  it,  was 
chargeable  with  notice  of  the  fraud,  these 
facts  would  establish  no  legal  defense  to 
plaintiff's  demand.  Nothing  but  payment 
to  the  plaintiff,  or,  what  would  be  its 
equivalent,  payment  to  another  under  legal 
compulsion,  could  acquit  the  defendant  of 
liability.  It  is  never  a  defense  to  an  action 
by  a  principal  for  money  collected  by  the 
agent  for  the  latter  to  show  that,  in  equity 
and  good  conscience,  the  money  belonged  to 
a  third  party.  Of  course,  it  is  open  for  the 
defendant  to  show  that  the  subject-matter 
of  the  agency  was  an  illegal  or  immoral 
transaction,  or  that  it  was  founded  in  fraud; 
and,  when  either  of  these  is  shown,  the 
principal  will  not  be  allowed  redress  against 
the  agent  touching  the  transaction;  but 
here  nothing  of  this  kind  could  be  alleged 
of  the  subject-matter  of  this  agency,  which 
was  money  had  and  received  by  the  agent. 
The  taint  that  was  upon  the  check  was  not 
communicated  to  the  money  that  was  paid 
for  its  redemption. 

The  distinction  is  made  very  clear  in 
Story  on  Agency,  p.  278,  editor's  note,  from 
which  we  quote:  "But,  where  the  recovery 
from  an  agent  ii  not  sought  through  or  upon 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  illegal  contract,  but  upon  a  new  col- 
lateral contract,  not  illegal,  there  it  mav 
be  recovered.  Thus,  if  an  agent  has  re- 
ceived money  from  third  persons  for  lui 
principal,  by  his  authority,  which  tDODer  ae- 
crucd  from  an  illegal  transaction  betweea 
the  principal  and  such  third  persons,  vho 
had  no  connection  with  the  agent,  the  pno- 
cipal  may  recover  it  from  his  agent,  for.  is 
between  them,  the  receipt  of  the  money  for 
the  principal  is  upon  a  l^al  contract,  al- 
though the  money  itself  accrued  under  t 
former  illegal  transaction."  That  the  prin- 
ciple here  stated  has  received  general  re«^- 
nition  in  the  courts  of  this  country  abun- 
dantly appears  from  the  list  of  cases  cited 
in  31  Cyc.  I-aw  4  Proc.  pp.  1483,  1484,  fa 
support  of  the  following  text:  "An  ageit 
cannot  be  compelled  to  account  for  fusdi 
or  property  received  by  him  for  his  pris- 
cipal  in  the  course  of  an  illegal  traiisa«i<>i, 
where  the  right  of  recovery  and  the  ille»! 
transaction  are  so  closely  connected  this 
the  principal  cannot  enforce  his  right  vitb- 
out  showing  the  illegality.  But  where  tie 
illegal  transaction  has  been  completed,  tid 
the  principal  relies  for  his  right  to  aa  ac- 
counting upon  a  collateral  and  independes; 
obligation,  not  connected  therewith,  tiie 
agent  may  be  compelled  to  account  for  tbe 
funds  or  property  so  received,  althou"! 
arising  out  of  the  illegal  transaction,  and 
will  be  precluded  from  setting  up  the  ille- 
gality of  the  transaction  as  a  defenw,' 
Our  own  authorities  are  quite  as  explicit  u 
to  the  only  test  to  be  applied  when  such 
defense  is  set  up.  It  is  only  necessary  t> 
refer  to  Swan  v.  Scott,  11  Serg.  4  R.  lii, 
where  it  is  said:  "The  test  whetber  a  de- 
mand connected  with  an  illegal  tran«ac'.ica 
is  capable  of  being  enforced  at  law  is  wheth- 
er the  plaintiff  requires. the  aid  of  tbe  i'- 
Icgal  transaction  to  establish  his  case.  1! 
a  plaintiff  cannot  open  his  case  wit'i'tct 
showing  that  he  has  broken  the  law,  a  cocr: 
will  not  assist  him,  whatever  his  claims  ia 
justice  may  be  upon  the  defendant;  and  i- 
the  illegality  be  malum  prohibitum  only, 
the  plaintiff  may  recover,  unless  it  be  "di- 
rectly on  the  forbidden  contract."  There  a 
no  question  here  of  ratification  by  the  plair.- 
tiff  of  the  unauthorized  act  of  its  agent  ia 
repaying  the  money  to  the  People's  Bant. 
The  check  waa  returned  to  the  plaintilT  'a'  th 
notice  of  protest  for  nonpayment,  witlinr.t 
any  intimation  that  it  had  been  once  paii. 
and  that  the  money  had  afterwards  b?ei 
refunded.  There  was  evidence  to  the  eileft 
that  several  persons  connected  with  t'.ie 
People's  Bank  had  told  plaintiff's  cashier 
that  the  check  was  a  fraud  on  the  bank, 
and  that  the  bank  would  not  redeem  it: 
but  it  nowliere  appears  that  the  fact  that 
the   chock   had   actually   been   piid   to  its 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1010. 


MONONGAHEI^  BANK  T.  FIRST  NAT.  BANK. 


1101 


agent,  and  the  money  refunded  by  the  lat- 
ter, waa  even  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  plaintiff. 

It  follows  from  what  we  have  said  that 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to  an  affirmance  of  its 
third  point,  which  waa  that,  "under  all  the 
evidence  in  the  case,  the  verdict  should  be 
for  the  plaintiff."         • 

The  refusal  of  the  point  is  the  subject  of 
the  twelfth  assignment  of  error,  ajoid  this 
assignment  is  sustained. 

The  judgment  is  reversed,  and  judgment 
is  now  entered  for  the  plaintiff. 


WEST  VIRGINIA  SCPRESIE  COURT 
OF  APPEALS. 

BILLMYER  LUMBER  COMPANY  ■ 
•  V. 

MERCHANTS'  COAL  COMPANY  OF  WEST 
VIRGINIA,  Impleaded,  etc.,  Appt. 

(  —  W.  Va ,  66  S.  E.  1073.) 

Corporation  —  assomption   of   debts  — 
unliquidated  damages. 

1.  The  assumption  by  one  corporation  of 
all  the  indebtedness  of  another,  of  whatso- 
ever kind,  and  its  agreement  to  pay  and 
discharge  the  same  when  due,  as  the  con- 

Headnotes  by  Poffenbaboer,  J. 


sideration  for  the  conveyance  to  it  of  all 
the  property  of  another  corporation,  bind 
the  former  to  pay  all  the  liabilities  of  the 
latter,  though  nome  of  them,  such  as  de- 
mands for  unliquidated  damages,  may  not 
be  debts  in  the  technical  sense  of  the  term. 
Same  —  grantor's  creditors  —  rights. 

2.  When  property  has  been  conveyed  in 
consideration  of  the  assumption  by  the 
grantee  of  all  the  indebtedness  of  the  grant- 
or, any  creditor  of  the  latter  may  charge 
the  property  in  the  handa  of  the  grantee 
with  his  debt,  and  subject  the  same  to  pay- 
ment thereof. 

Foreign  corporation  —  right  to  sue  on 
valid  contract  —  statutory  limitation 
—  effect. 

3.  The  statutory  provisions  of  this  state 
modifying  the  rule  of  comity,  and  limiting 
the  powers  and  capacities  of  foreign  cor- 
porations in  this  jurisdiction,  do  not  affect 
their  rights  to  sue  and  make  defense  in  ac- 
tions or  suits  in  the  courts  of  tliis  state, 
pertaining  to  contracts  validly  made. 
Same  —  loss  of  right  to  do  business  In 

state  —  effect. 

4.  The  loss  by  a  foreign  corporation  of 
its  previously  acquired  right  to  do  business 
in  this  state  dues  not  affect  its  capacity  to 
sue  or  be  sued  in  respect  to  a  contract  made, 
or  right  vested,  when  it  was  lawfully  doing 
business  in  the  state. 

Same  ^effect  on  right  to  defend,  ac- 
tion previously  commenced. 

5.  If,  after  an  action  at  law  against  a 


A'ote.  ^  What  unsecured  elaltne  are 
covered  by  the  expreaa  ossumptton  by 
one  corporation  of  the  indehtednea« 
of  another,  upon  eonaolUUMon,  mer- 
ger, or  absorption. 

This  note  includes  only  cases  dealing  with 
the  liability  as  to  claims  which  arose  prior 
to  the  consolidation,  merger,  or  absorption, 
and  does  not  cover  the  question  of  the  as- 
sumption by  the  succeeding  corporation  of 
the  old  company's  contracts,  or  its  liability 
for  a  breach  thereof  after  the  consolidation 
has  taken  place.  The  note  is  also  confined 
strictly  to  cases  in  which  there  was  an  ex- 
press agreement  on  the  part  of  the  succeed- 
ing corporation  to  assume  the  claims 
against  the  constituent  corporations,  and  it 
does  not  include  cases  where  the  liability 
was  provided  for  by  a  statutory  provision, 
or  those  where  no  provision  whatever  was 
made  with  reference  to  them.  The  latter 
class  of  cases  will  be  found  gathered  in  the 
note  to  Atlantic  &  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Johnson, 
11  L.R.A.(N.8.)  1110,  on-  effect  of  consoli- 
dation, merger,  or  absorption  of  corporation 
on  its  unsecured  liabilities,  in  the  absence 
of  statutory  or  contract  provision  relative 
thereto. 

The  right  of  the  corporations  to  exclude 
certain  classes  of  claims,  assuming  that 
'  they  have  attempted  to  do  so,  as  in  State 
use  of  Dodson  v.  Baltimore  &  0.  R.  Co.  77 
Md.  4S9,  26  Atl.  865,  is  also  beyond  the 
scope  of  this  note. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


And  caaes  like  Tecumaeh  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Best,  50  Nev.  618,  70  N.  W.  41;  Western 
Union  R.  Co.  v.  Smith,  75  111.  496;  Landes 
Bros.  v.  Eastern  Export  &  Mill.  Co.  12  Pa. 
Dist.  R.  625;  and  Central  Electric  Co.  v. 
Sprague  Electric  Co.  57  C.  C.  A.  197,  120 
Fed.  925,  which  merely  pass  on  the  right  of 
the  creditor  to  maintain  an  action  directly 
against  the  succeeding  company,  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  note. 

Since  there  is  a  wide  variation  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  assumption  clauses  and 
in  the  nature  of  the  claims  involved,  the 
decisions  are,  to  a  considerable  extent,  con- 
trolled by  the  facts  of  the  particular  cose. 

Liability  for  torts. 

The  assumption  of  the  liabilities  of  a  con- 
stituent corporation  by  a  succeeding  cor- 
poration has  been  held  to  include  respon- 
sibility for  the  torts  of  the  former. 

Thus,  the  acceptance  of  the  transfer  of  a 
corporation's  property,  subject  to  its  bonded 
indebtedness  and  all  "other  indebtedness," 
without  affecting  the  rights  of  "creditors," 
has  been  held  to  render  the  succeeding  cor- 
poration liable  for  personal  injuries  com- 
mitted by  the  predecessor.  Ix>uisville  it,  N. 
R.  Co.  V.  Bidden,  112  Ky.  494,  66  S.  W.  34. 
The  court  sold :  "Where  terms  used  have  a 
doubtful  meaning,  or  more  than  one  mean- 
ing, then  the  court  must  look  to  the  sur- 
roundin)!8  for  aid  in  giving  them  proper 
construction.     Therefore,  in  the  uae  of  the 
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foreign  corporation,  rightfully  doing  buiii- 
ness  in  the  state,  hag  been  properly  com- 
menced, such  corporation  be  deprived  of  its 
statutory  privileges,  the  action  may  be 
prosecuted  to  judgment  ag  effectually  in  all 
respects  as  if  the  defendant's  right  to  dit 
business  in  the  state  had  not  ceased. 
Same  —  assauiptlon  of  debts  by  anoth- 
er —  liability. 

6.  In  such  case  the  judgment  i«  binding 
on  a  third  party  who,  before  rendition 
thereof,  assumed  the  payment  of  the  debt 
or  liability  involved  in  the  action. 
Action  —  dissolved  corporation  —  rem- 
edies of  creditors. 

7.  The  provisions  of  chapter  S3,  §§  67, 
69,  Code,  malcing  the  assets  of  expired,  dis- 
solved, and  insolvent  corporations  trust 
funds  for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors  and 
stockholders,  and  authorizing  suits  in 
equity  by  creditors  to  wind  them  up,  are 
not  exclusive  remedies,  and  do  not  of  them- 
selves take  away  the  right  to  proceed  to 
judgment  and  execution. 


Parties  —  nnlt  to  charge  debt  on  proper- 
ty secnrlng  bonds  —  bondholders. 

8.  In  a  suit  in  equity  to  charge  a  debt 
upon  property  encumbered  by  mortgages  to 
secure  large  issues  of  bonds,  in  which  the 
trustees  are  clothed  with  ample  powers  to 
protect  and  enforce  the  rights  of  the  hold- 
ers of  the  bonds,  it  is  unnecessary  to  make 
the  bondholders  parties,  since  the  trustees, 
being  parties,  fully  represent  them. 
Appeal  —  equity  —  nonresldenc  —  Insof- 

flcient  process  —  correction. 

9.  A  bill  in  equity  against  a  nonresident, 
as  to  whom  no  process  other  than  an  order 
of  publication,  duly  published  and  posted, 
has  been  taken,  cannot  be  taken  for  confessed 
as  to  such  party;  but  if  a  decree  erroneou* 
in  that  respect  gives  no  relief  ag&inst  soeh 
party  it  will  be  corrected  without  reversal 
when  in  the  appellate  court  for  review  on 
other  grounds  and  ia  not  otherwise  erron- 
eous. 

(February  1,  1910.) 


terms  'indebtedness'  and  'creditors,'  as  used 
in  this  deed,  we  must  presume  that  the 
parties  used  them  in  their  broadest  sense, 
as  intending  to  embrace  such  obligations 
as  might  be  legally  imposed  upon  the  obligee 
by  the  law,  without  reference  to  their  more 
restricted  meaning.  Otherwise  the  narrow 
construction  of  'debts'  (that  is  to  say,  that 
the  .word  included  only  contractual  lia- 
bilities) would  have  been  to  defeat  the  legal 
effect  of  this  absorption,  and  to  have  per- 
petrated a  wrong  upon  appellee.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  an  express  averment  to  that  ef- 
fect, the  court  cannot  presume  that  such 
was  the  intention  of  the  parties.  We  there- 
fore conclude  that  'debt,'  as  used  in  this 
conveyance,  under  the  circumstances  of  this 
case,  meant  all  liabilities  of  the  grantor, 
and  the  clause  that  'it  shall  in  no  wise  af- 
fect the  rights  of  the  creditors'  meant  the 
rights  of  such  persons  as  held  claims  or  de- 
mands against'  the  grantor." 

And  the  assumption  of  the  payment  of 
all  debts  and  liabilities  of  a  corporation 
has  been  held  to  include  the  predecessor's 
liability  for  personal  injuries  existing  at 
time  of  the  consolidation.  St.  Louis  &  S. 
F.  R.  Co.  V.  Marker,  41  Ark.  642. 

So,  a  corporation  which,  on  consolidation, 
assumed  all  of  the  obligations  of  its  pred- 
ecessors, was  held  liable  as  if  it  was  the 
sole  actor  from  the  outset;  and  it  was  there- 
fore held  responsible  for  an  injury  done  to 
land  by  one  of  the  absorbed  railroads. 
Smith  V.  Los  Angeles  &  P.  R.  Co.  98  Cal. 
210,  33  Pac.  53. 

So,  where  corporations  consolidated,  and 
the  succeeding  corporation  assumed  the  lia- 
bilities of  the  old  corporations,  including 
plaintiff's  claim  for  personal  injuries,  it  was 
held  proper  to  substitute  the  consolidated 
corporation  in  place  of  the  original  defend- 
ant. Ix>uisville,  E.  &  St.  L.  Consol.  R.  Co. 
V.  Summers,  131  Ind.  241,  30  N.  E.  873. 

So,  in  Columbus,  C.  &  I.  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Powell,  40  Ind.  39,  the  succeedinR  corpora- 
tion was  held  liable  after  consolidation  for 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  torts  of  constituent  corporations,  but  it 
does  not  clearly  appear  whether  the  debt* 
were  expressly  assumed  or  not. 

And  in  Proctor  v.  San  Antonio  Street  R. 
Co.  26  Tex.  Civ.  App.  148,  62  S.  W.  93S, 
939,  a  corporation  which  had  assumed  its 
predecessor's  debts  was  held  to  be  a  proper 
party  to  a  writ  of  error  in  a  suit  for  per- 
sonal injuries  in  which  judgment  had  been 
entered  for  the  predecessor. 

And  a  consolidated  c(»npany  which  has 
been  substituted  as  a  defendant  in  an  action 
against  one  of  the  constituent  companies  for 
personal  injuries  has  been  held  entitled  to 
avail  itself  of  the  rulings  made  and  excep- 
tions reserved  by  the  original  defendant. 
Louisville,  E.  ft  St.  L.  Consol.  R.  Co.  t. 
Utz,  133  Ind.  265,  32  N.  E.  881. 

But  it  has  been  held  in  other  cases  that 
liability  for  torts  is  not  included  in  the 
ordinary  assumption  of  liabilities. 

Thus,  in  Cotzhausen  v.  H.  W.  Johns  Mfg. 
C^.  100  Wis.  473,  76  N.  W.  622,  a  corpora- 
tion which  assumed  all  of  the  debts,  oblii^a- 
tions,  and  contracts  of  several  companies 
in  an  agrement  of  consolidation,  was  held 
not  liable  for  a  tort  previously  committed 
by  one  of  the  companies. 
.  And  the  assumption  of  current  liabilities 
has  been  held  not  to  include  a  claim  for  per- 
sonal injuries  inflicted  before  the  transfer 
Hawkins  v.  Central  R.  Co.  119  Ga.  159,  46 
S.  E.  82. 

Liability  for  contract  debts. 

A  corporation  which  succeeds  to  the  prop- 
erty of  another  corporation  under  an  agree- 
ment to  assume  its  indebtedness  is  liable  for 
its  ordinary  debts. 

Thus,  in  Baker  v.  D.  Appleton  &  Co.  107 
App.  Div.  358,  05  N.  Y.  Supp.  125.  afRrmed 
in  187  K.  Y.  548,  80  K.  E.  1104,  a  corpora- 
tion to  which  a  receiver  of  another  corpora- 
tion transferred  the  latter's  property  upon 
the  former's  assuming  the  business  indebted- 
ness was  held  liable  to  one  employed  under 
a  yearly  contract  by  the  old   corporation. 
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APPEAL  hy  defendant  Merchants'  Coal 
CtHnpany  of  West  Virginia  from  a  de- 
cree of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Preston 
County  in  plaintiff's  favor  in  a  suit  to  ■•- 
cure  the  payment  of  the  amount  due  on  a 
judgment  recovered  by  plaintiff  against  the 
Merchants'  Coal  Company  of  Baltimore 
City,  to  the  assets  and  debts  of  which  the 
Merchants'  Coal  Company  of  West  Virginia 
has  succeeded.    Modified. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Crofan  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  R.  H.  Gordon,  William  Mac- 
Doiiald,  and  W.  G.  Cionley,  for  appellee: 

A  defendant  sued  as  a  corporation  can- 
not deny  its  own  existence,  either  in  abate- 
ment or  in  bar.  If  it  is  not  a  corporation, 
il  cannot,  as  such,  appear  and  plead. 

Singer  Mf(?.  Co.  v.  Bennett,  28  W.  Va.  16; 
G'laidian  Trust  ft  D.  Co.  v.  Fisher,  200  U. 


S.  57,  50  L.  ed.  367,  26  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  186; 
Clarke  ft  M.  Priv.  Corp.  p.  275;  Bank  of 
Utica  V.  Smalley,  2  Cow.  770,  14  Am.  Dec. 
526;  West  Winsted  Sav.  Bank  ft  Bldg.  Asso. 
V.  Ford,^  27  Conn.  282,  71  Am.  Dec.  66; 
Penobscot  Boom.  Corp.  v.  Lamson,  16  Me. 
224,  33  Am.  Dec.  656. 

One  who  contracts  with  a  corporation  as 
such  cannot  afterwards  avoid  the  obligations 
assumed  by  such  contract,  on  the  ground 
that  the  supposed  corporation  was  not  one 
de  jure. 

Cook,  Corp.  8  637;  Andes  v.  Ely,  158  U. 
S.  312,  39  L.  ed.  996,  15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  954; 
Casey  v.  Calli,  04  U.  S.  673,  24  L.  ed.  168; 
Chubb  v.  Upton,  95  U.  S.  665,  24  L.  ed.  523 ; 
Smith  y.  Sheeley,  12  Wall.  358,  20  L.  ed. 
430;  West  Winsted  Sav.  Bank  ft  Bldg.  Asso. 
V.  Ford,  supra;  Reinhard  v.  Virginia  Lead 
Min.  Co.  107  Mo.  616,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  441, 


who  was  wrongfully  discharged  before  the 
transfer. 

So,  in  Dimmick  v.  Register,  92  Ala.  458, 
9  So.  79,  the  undertaking  of  the  purchasers 
or  assignees  of  an  insolvent  corporation  to 
pay  the  outstanding  debts,  not  to  exceed  a 
certain  amount,  was  held  to  render  them 
liable  to  a  suit  at  law  by  a  bank  to  whom 
the  corporation  was  liable  for  drawing 
above  its  deposits,  if  the  amount  did  not 
exceed  that  specified,  and  if  so,  it  was  held 
that  a  bill  in  equity  for  distribution  would 
lie. 

So,  in  Bishop  r.  Brainerd,  28  Conn.  289, 
where  the  validity  of  a  transfer  by  one  cor- 
poration to  another  corporation  was  at- 
tacked by  one  who  became  a  creditor  after 
the  transfer,  it  was  said,  obiter,  that  a  cor- 
poration receiving  an  asBignment,  and  as- 
suming the  debts,  of  ano&er  corporation, 
is  liable  for  the  latter's  indebtedness,  and 
that  such  a  transfer  is  valid. 

Such  corporations  have  also  been  held 
liable  for  the  bonds  of  the  old  corporation. 

Thus,  in  Harrison  v.  Union  P.  R.  Co.  13 
Fed.  523,  articles  of  consolidation  which 
provided  in  substance  that  notliing  should 
prevent  any  valid  debt,  etc.,  of  eitlier  con- 
stituent corporation  from  being  enforced 
against  the  property  of  the  proper  con- 
stituent corporation,  which,  by  force  of  these 
articles,  became  the  property  of  the  con- 
solidated corporation,  were  held  to  render 
the  consolidated  corporation  liable  in  equity 
for  the  payment  of  the  bonds  of  the  original 
corporation,  at  least,  to  the  value  of  the 
property  received. 

And  in  Manny  v.  National  Surety  Co. 
103  Mo.  App.  716,  78  S.  W.  69,  one  surety 
company  which  absorbed  all  of  the  assets 
of  another,  and  assumed  all  of  its  liabili- 
ties, was  held  liable  on  the  bond  of  the  old 
corporation,  executed  on  behalf  of  a  build- 
ing contractor  to  indemnify  the  owner 
against  claims,  judgments,  liens,  etc. 

And  they  have  been  hel^  liable  for  a  claim 
which  has  been  reduced  to  judgment  against 
the  old  corporatioii 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Thus,  in  Noll  v.  Chattanooga  Co.  (Tenn.) 
38  S.  W.  287,  a  purchasing  corporation 
which  undertook  to  pay  all  of  its  prede- 
cessor's "debts"  was  thereby  held  to  be- 
come liable  to  pay  a  judgment  recovered 
against  the  old  corporation  in  a  suit  pend- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  transfer. 

And  in  Howell  v.  Lansing  ft  Suburban 
Traction  Co.  146  Mich.  450,  109  N.  W.  846, 
where  a  new  corporation  was  formed  to  take 
over  another  corporation,  and  substantially 
simultaneously  with  the  acquisition  of  the 
latter's  property,  the  concern  entered  into 
an  agreement  whereby  the  old  corporation 
conveyed  all  of  its  property  to  the  new  con- 
cern upon  consideration  that  the  latter 
should  issue  stock  to  stockholders  of  the 
former,  and  assume  its  debts,  including  its 
bonded  indebtedness,  it  was  held  that  the 
new  corporation  was  liable  for  a  claim 
against  the  old  concern  which  had  been  re- 
duced to  judgment  against  the  latter.  It 
appeared  here  that  the  first  judgment  re- 
covered on  the  claim  had  been  reversed,  and 
that  upon  a  new  trial,  another  judgment 
had  been  recovered. 

In  Shipman  Coal  Min.  ft  Mfg.  Co.  ▼. 
Pfeiffer,  11  Ind.  App.  445,  39  N.  E.  201,  it 
was  held  that  the  mere  agreement  by  a  cor- 
poration to  pay  the  debts  of  its  predecessor 
would  not  authorize  a  levy  upon  the  prop- 
erty of  the  succeeding  company  on  a  judg- 
ment and  execution  against  the  old  com- 
pany, but  it  was  held  that  if  the  succeeding 
company  was  the  same  as  the  execution 
defendant,  or  if  there  was  a  consolidation 
of  the  two  corporations,  and  the  succeeding 
company  superseded  the  old  company,  and 
assumed  all  of  its  liabilities,  succeeding  to 
all  its  rights  and  privileges,  a  judgment  and 
execution  against  the  old  corporation  would 
bind  the  property  of  the  new. 

In  Anderson  v.  War  Eagle  Consol.  Min. 
Co.  8  Idaho,  789,  72  Pac.  671,  it  was  held 
that  liability  on  a  check  of  the  old  corpora- 
tion which  was  not  included  in  those 
enumerated  obligations  which  the  succeed- 
ing corporation  assumed  on  purchase  of  the 
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18  S.  W.  17;  Anderson  v.  Kanawha  Coal  Co. 
12  W.  Va,  520;  Miller  v.  Ncwburg  Orrel 
Coal  Co.  31  W.  Va.  830,  13  Am.  St.  Rep. 
003,  8  S.  £.  000;  Boil  Aqua  Improv.  Co. 
V.  Standard  F.  Ins.  Co.  34  W.  Va.  764,  12 
B.  E;  771;  Marmet  Co.  v.  Archibald,  37  W. 
Va.  778,  17  S.  E.  299;  National  Mut.  Bldg. 
&  L.  Asso.  V.  Ash  worth,  Ul  Va.  700,  22  S. 
E.  521. 

A  judgment  of  ouster  as  to  the  right  to 
exercise  corporate  powers  does  not  relate 
back,  so  as  to  affect  the  validity  or  transfer 
of  other  acts  done  or  contracts  made  by  the 
corporation  before  its  corporate  existence 
was  questioned. 

Clark  &  M.  Prir.  Corp.  pp.  240;  Ameri- 
can Salt  Co.  V.  Ueidenheimcr,  80  Tex.  344, 
26  Am.  St.  Rep.  743,  15  S.  W.  1038. 

Polfenbarger,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

The  Billmyer  Lumber  Company,  a  co- 
partnership, obtained  a  decree  in  the  circuit 
court  of  Preston  county  against  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Merchants'  Coal  Company  of 
West  Virginia,  a  corporation  organized  un- 
der the  laws  of  this  state,  for  satisfaction 
of  a  judgment  rendered  in  its  favor  against 
the  Merchants'  Coal  Company  of  Baltimore 
City,  a  corporation,  organized  under  the 
laws  of  the  .state  of  Maryland,  and  the  said 
Merchants'  Coal  Company  of  West  Virginia 
has  appealed. 

The  Merchants'  Coal  Company  of  Balti- 
more City,  a  foreign  corporation,  having  ob- 
tained the  right  to  do  business  in  this  state, 


was  sued  at  law  by  the  Billmyer  Lamber 
Company  on  a  contract  for  the  sale  by  the 
defendant  to  the  plaintiff  of  the  standing 
timber  on  a  certain  tract  of  land,  which 
the  former  violated.  That  action  was  be- 
gun on  the  28th  day  of  July,  1904.  On  the 
loth  day  uf  December,  1004,  said  Merchants' 
Coal  Company  of  Baltimore  City  cimveyed 
all  of  its  property  in  West  V^irginia,  in- 
cluding various  tracts  of  e;:al  lands  and  its 
rights  and  franchises,  to  the  Merchants' 
Coul  Company  of  West  Virginia.  Souw 
time  in  the  same  year,  but  juat  when  the 
record  docs  not  show,  the  Merchants'  C'uai 
Company  of  Baltimore,  City  was  deprived 
of  its  right  to  do  business  in  this  state  upon 
a  quo  warranto  proceeding  because  of  its 
nonpayment  of  its  annual  license  taxes  and 
noncompliance  with  the  laws  of  the  state 
relating  to  foreign  corporations.  Notwith- 
standing this,  the  plaintiff  continued  to 
prosecute  its  action  and  obtained  a  verdict 
on  the  20th  day  of  May,  1006,  and  a  judg- 
ment on  the  24th  day  of  October,  ]90ti,  for 
$5,000.  It  then  followed  the  property  of  th; 
old  corporation  into  the  hands  of  the  new 
one  bj'  the  institution  of  this  suit,  basing 
its  right  to  do  so  on  the  express  assump- 
tion of  the  indebtedness  of  the  old  company 
by  the  new  one,«  alleged  actual  and  con- 
structive fraud  in  the  conveyance,  and  the 
implied  trust  in  the  assets  of  an  insolvent 
corporation  in  favor  of  its  creditors.  The 
bill  charges  actual  fraud,  saying  tiie  con- 
veyance was  made  with  intent  to  hiii.ier. 
delay,  and  defraud  the  grantor's  creditors. 


former's  property  could  not  be  imposed  on 
the  latter,  where  no  fraud  in  the  transac- 
tion was  alleged  or  proved,  and  no  merger 
was  shown. 

It  has  been  held  that  a  statute  which 
merely  exonerates  a  consolidated  corpora- 
tion from  liability  for  the  debts  of  its  pred- 
ecessors does  not  prevent  the  assumption 
of  such  debts  by  agreement,  and  the  issue 
c{  bonds  by  the  new  corporation  to  pay  sucli 
debts  which  have  been  expressly  assumed 
has  been  held  valid.  Taylor  v.  Atlantic  & 
G.  W.  R.  Co.  67  How.  Pr.  20. 

Liens. 

It  has  been  held  that  creditors  of  the  con- 
stituent corporations  are. entitled  to  a  lien 
on  the  property  of  the  old  corporations  to 
secure  tlieir  claims. 

Thus,  in  Blair  v.  St.  Louis,  H.  &  K.  R. 
Co.  24  Fed.  148,  where  a  corporation  trans- 
ferred all  of  its  property  to  a  new  corpora- 
tion, in  consideration  of  stock  in  the  lat- 
ter, and  the  assumption  by  it  of  the  old 
corporation's  liabilities,  it  was  held  that 
one  of  the  creditors  of  the  latter  was  en- 
titled to  a  lien  superior  to  that  of  a  mort- 
gagee, having  notice  of  the  debt,  and  claim- 
ing under  a  subsequent  mortgage,  although 
luch  mortgage  was  given  before  the  claim 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


was  reduced  to  judgment.    To  the  same  ef- 
fect is  22  Fed.  36. 

But  it  has  also  been  held  that  no  such  lien 
is  created. 

Thus,  in  Wabash,  St.  L.  &  P.  R.  Co.  v. 
Ham,  114  U.  S.  587,  29  h.  ed.  235,  5  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  1081,  reversing  11  Biss.  .510,  l.=> 
Fed.  763,  an  agreement  on  consolidation 
that  the  bonds  of  one  of  the  constituent  cor- 
porations should  be  protected  by  the  con- 
solidated corporation  according  to  the  ef- 
fect and  meaning  of  the  bonds  was  held  tu 
give  no  lien  to  unsecured  bondholders,  where 
they  bad  not  exchanged  their  bonds  for 
those  of  the  consolidated  corporation  be- 
fore the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  given  by 
such  corporation  to  secure  other  bonds.  But 
upon  the  same  state  of  facts  a  contrary 
result  was  reached  io  Compton  v.  W'abasli, 
St.  L.  &  P.  R.  Co.  45  Ohio  St.  592,  16  N. 
E.  110,  18  N.  E.  380. 

And  in  Blake  v.  Domestic  Mfg.  Co.  64  X. 
J.  Eq.  480,  38  Atl.  241,  by  the  transfer  of 
all  of  the  assets  of  one  corporation  to  an- 
other, which  assumed  all  of  the  former's  in- 
debtedness, bondholders  of  the  latter  were 
held  to  become  creditors  of  the  former,  but 
they  were  held  to  have  no  lien,  except  such 
as  existed  before,  in  preference  to  creditors 
becoming  such  after  the  transfer. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1010. 


BILLMYER  LUMBER  CO.  v.  MERCHANTS'  COAL  CO. 


1105 


and  constructive  fraud,  saying  it  was  volun- 
tary. It  also  charges,  in  this  connection, 
identity  of  ofUcers  and  stockholders  in  the 
two  corporations.  Having  alleged  nonpay- 
ment of  any  consideration,' it  prays  a  dis- 
covery as  well  as  relief  by  cancelation  of 
the  deed,  appointment  of  a  receiver,  and 
enforcement  of  the  alleged  lien  of  the  plain- 
tiff. The  old  corporation  had  executed  a 
mortgage  on  its  real  estate  to  Chas.  R. 
Uurbin  to  secure  a  large  issue  of  bonds. 
The  new  corporation  executed  a  aimilar 
mortgage  to  the  International  Trust  Com- 
pany of  Maryland  to  secure  another  issue 
of  bonds.  These  mortgagees  are  made 
parties  to  the  bill,  and  the  deed  of  convey- 
ance and  mortgages  are  exhibited'  with  it. 
A  demurrer,  filed  and  overruled,  assigned 
numerous  grounds,  and  the  answer  denied 
fraud  in  fact  or  law,  as  well  as  the  exist- 
ence of  any  trust  or  lien,  or  right  in 
any  way  to  charge  the  property.  It  was 
excepted  te  on  several  grounds,  but  the  ex- 
ceptions 8e<!ni  to  have  been  abandoned,  as 
the  decree  takes  no  notice  of  them.  These 
defenses  were  made  by  the  Merchants'  Coal 
Company  of  West  Virginia  only.  None  of 
the  other  defendants  appeared.  The  decree 
pronounced  in  the  cause  does  not  subject  the 
real  estate  of  the  defendant  to  sale  for  the 
payment  of  the  debt,  nor  require  the  defend- 
ant to  pay  it  unconditionally.  It  declares 
the  Merchants'  Coal  Company  of  West 
Virginia  a  trustee  as  to  the  property  con- 
veyed to  it,  and  holds  it  bound  to  apply  said 
property,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  to  the  satisfatcion  of  the  judg- 
ment, and  declares  the  property  liable  to 
the  payment  thereof.  It  theq  adjudges, 
orders,  and  decrees  that  said  defendant,  "out 
of  the  property  received  by  it  by  said  deed 
of  December  15,  1904,  pay  to  the  Billniyer 
Lumber  Company"  the  debt,  with  interest 
thereon,  within  thirty  days  from  the  date 
of  the  decree. 

One  contention  set  up  in  the  answer,  if 
sound,  would  wholly  defeat  the  object  of  the 
suit.  It  is  that  the  demand  of  the  plaintiff, 
having  been,  at  the  date  of  the  deed,  an  un- 
liquidated claim  for  damages  for  the  breach 
of  a  contract,  was  not  a  debt  of  the 
grantor  within  the  meaning  of  the  recital 
of  the  deed,  saying  the  property  was  con- 
veyed "in  consideration  of  the  express  as- 
sumption of,  and  the  agreement  by  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part  to  pay  and  dis- 
charge, when  due,  all  of  the  indebtedness 
of  said  party  of  the  first  part,  of  whatso- 
ever kind  and  to  whomsoever  due."  It 
seems  to  us  that  the  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  grantee  to  assume  all  the  liabilities 
of  the  grantor,  without  respect  to  their 
form  or  nature,  is  plain.  The  deed  says  it 
assumed  all  of  the  indebtedness,  of  what- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  70 


soever  kind.  This  is  a  very  broad  expres- 
sion. While  a  right  to  unliquidated  dam- 
ages may  not  be  technically  a  debt,  it  is 
indisputably  a  liability,  and  the  term  "in- 
debtedness" is  not  shown  in  the  context  to 
be  limited  to  technical  debts,  such  as  bonds, 
notes,  and  accounts.  It  is  not  only  unlimit- 
ed in  this  respect,  but,  on  the  contrary,  is 
amplified  and  broadened  by  the  phrase  "of 
whatsoever  kind."  Moreover,  the  object  and 
purpose  of  the  deed,  and  considerations  of 
justice  and  fairness,  which  are  presumed  to 
have  been  in  the  minds  of  the  parties  at  the 
date  of  the  conveyance,  if  their  intent  was 
not  fraudulent,  conform  to  this  view  and 
indicate  its  correctness.  By  that  instru- 
ment, the  Merchants'  Coal  Company  of 
Baltimore  City  devested  itself  of  every 
particle  of  property  and  estate  it  had.  Its 
right  to  do  business  in  the  state  had  been, 
or  was  about  to  be,  revoked.  It  could  nu 
longer  do  business  here,  and,  in  order  to 
conserve  its  property,  it  conveyed  it  to  a 
new  corporation.  Thus,  it  bscame  not  only 
legally,  but  actually,  incapable  of  paying 
any  of  its  debts  or  satisfying  nny  of  its  lia- 
bilities. According  to  the  terms  of  the  deed, 
it  received  no  money  in  any  degree  adequate 
to  answer  its  contingent  liability  to  the 
plaintiff,  for  which  the  action  was  then 
pending.  We  must  presume,  therefore,  that 
the  intent  to  transfer  to  the  new  corpora- 
tion ail  of  its  liabilities  along  with  all  of 
its  property  is  expressed  by  the  recital  in 
the  deed,  and  that  the  grantee  accepted  the 
conveyance  with  that  understanding. 

Another  contention  is  that  the  judgment 
obtained  against  the  Merchants'  Coal  Com- 
pany of  Baltimore  City,  after  the  loss  of 
its  right  to  do  business  in  this  state,  and 
the  conveyance  of  all  of  its  property  to  the 
appellant,  is  not  binding,  either  on  the  ques- 
tion of  liability  or  the  amount  of  the  dam- 
ages; and  it  is  insisted  that  the  Merchants' 
Coal  Company  of  West  Virginia  had  the 
right  to  litigate  the  question  of  liability  and 
amount  in  an  action  at  law.  We  are  unable 
to  concur  in  this  view.  Conceding,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  argument,  that  the  plaintiff 
could  have  sued  the  grantee  in  the  deed  at 
law,  on  its  express  assumption  of  the  debts 
and  liabilities  of  the  grantor,  treating  th's 
covenant  as  a  contract  made  for  its  benefit, 
it  is  equally  clear  that  it  was  not  bound 
to  do  so,  nor  deprived  of  its  right  to  sue  the 
immediate  pai'ty  to  the  original  contract. 
It  takes  three  parties  to  effect  a  novation. 
The  Merchants'  Coal  Company  of  Baltimore 
City  could  not  relieve  itself  of  its  liability 
to  the  Billmyer  Lumber  Company  by  mere- 
ly obtaining  the  agreement  of  the  Merch- 
ants' Coal  Company  of  West  Virginia  to 
satisfy  that  demand.  It  could  thus  bind  the 
Merchants'  Coal  Company  of  West  Virginia, 
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but  it  could  not  break  or  destroy  the  hold 
which  the  Billmycr  Lumber  Company  had 
upon  it,  without  the  consent  of  said  com- 
pany. It  does  not  appear  in  any  way  that 
prior  to  the  institution  of  this  suit  the 
Billmyer  Lumber  Company  ever  agreed  to 
release  the  Merchants'  Coal  Company  of 
Baltimore  City  or  to  accept  the  Merchants' 
Coal  Company  of  West  Virginia  as  its 
debtor.  On  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  no 
such  agreement  ever  could  liave  been  effect- 
ed, for  both  of  these  corporations  utterly  de- 
nied all  liability,  and  thus  compelled  the 
plaintiff  to  resort  to  the  courts  for  enforce- 
ment of  its  rights.  The  charge  of  invalidity 
of  the  judgment  stands  upon  another  ground 
also,  namely,  that,  after  tlie  i  evocation  of 
the  right  of  the  Merchants'  Coal  Company 
of  Baltimore  City  to  do  business  in  this 
state,  all  proceedings  against  it  must  neces- 
sarily have  abated,  wherefore  a  judgment 
acquired  after  that  date  must  be  void.  In 
our  opinion,  this  position  io  also  untenable. 
Although  the  corporation  lost  its  right  to 
do  business  in  this  state,  it  is  not  shown 
to  have  been  dissolved  or  in  any  way  to  have 
lost  its  corporate  existence,  if  that  would 
make  any  difference.  For  all  that  appears 
in  this  record,  it  may  be  a  live,  active,  solv- 
ent, and  prosperous  corporation  in  the  state 
of  its  creation.  We  know  nothing  against 
it  except  that  it  has  lost  its  right  to  do 
business  in  this  state,  has  devested  itself  of 
all  of  its  property,  and  left  this  demand 
unprovided  for,  except  in  the  manner  stated 
in  the  deed.  Although  not  entitled  to  do 
business  in  this  state  any  longer,  it  could 
be  sued  here  upon  a  demand  of  this  kind,  if 
service  could  be  had  upon  it,  and  it  is 
not  disputed  that  it  was  served  with  process 
in  the  action  at  law  while  it  was  rightfully 
doing  business  within  the  state.  It  is  not 
pretended  it  did  not  have  the  right  to  make 
the  contract  on  which  it  was  sued  at  the 
time  it  was  made,  nor  that  it  was  not 
actually  and  rightfully  doing  business  in  the 
state  at  that  time,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
institution  of  the  action  against  it.  An 
action  to  enforce  a  contract,  lawfully  made, 
may  be  instituted  in  a  state  in  which  the 
plaintiff  has  not  acquired  the  right  to  do 
business,  as  in  those  instances  in  which  the 
contract  was  made  outside  of  the  state  and 
at  a  place  at  which  it  could  be  lawfully 
made.  Likewise,  such  an  action  may  be  de- 
fended by  a  corporation  in  a  state  in  which 
it  has  not  acquired  the  right  to  do  busi- 
ness. Tlie  prosecution  and  defense  of 
actions,  respecting  valid  contracts,  do  not 
constitute  doing  business  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  statutes  restricting  the  right  of 
foreign  corporations.  Underwood  Typewrit- 
er Co.  T.  Piggott,  00  W.  Va.  632,  55  S.  E. 
004;  19  Cvc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  1280,  citing 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


I  numerous  decisions  from  a  great  many  of 
the  states.  The  contract  being  Talid  and 
the  jurisdiction  having  attached  before  the 
right  to  do  businesa  in  the  state  was  lost, 
we  know  of  no  principle  upon  which  the  de- 
fendant could  defeat  that  jurisdiction  by 
withdrawing  from  the  state.  Having  once 
attached,  it  continued.  The  privilege  taken 
away  by  the  quo  warranto  proceeding  was 
no  greater  than  that  granted  by  the  statute 
upon  compliance  with  the  conditions  therein 
named.  That  was  the  privilege  of  doing 
business  in  this  state.  Under  the  rule  of 
comity,  it  had  certain  other  rights  which 
the  statute  did  not  take  away  nor  destrc^, 
and  among  these  was  the  right  to  sue  upon 
a  valid  contract,  and  also  the  right  to  make 
defense  in  any  action  inatituted  against  it 
As  these  were  never  inhibited  by  the  statntp, 
they  cannot  be  deemed  to  have  been  affected 
or  taken  away  by  the  revocation  of  the 
privilege  that  had  vested  under  the  re- 
strictive statute.  Neither  the  statute  nor 
ihe  revocation  of  the  privilege  touched  thesi 
rights  or  in  any  way  circumscribed  or  limit- 
ed the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  Therefore 
a  jurisdiction  which  had  vested  was  not  de- 
stroyed by  the  revocation  of  the  privileg-*. 
Any  other  conclusion  would  be  so  clearly 
unjust  and  impolitic  that  the  legislature 
cannot  be  deemed  to  have  intended  it,  and, 
if  it  did,  the  statute  might  be,  to  that  ex- 
tent, tinconstitutional.  When  the  contract 
was  made^  the  remedy  for  its  enforcement 
was  a  part  of  it.  Surely  the  legislature  did 
not  intend  to  destroy  or  impair  the  con- 
tract, and  to  deny  all  remedy  for  its  en- 
forcement in  the  courts  of  this  state,  and 
compel  the  obligee  to  resort  to  the  courts 
of  another  state,  would  amount  to  a  clear 
impairment  of  its  obligation.  Remedies 
may  be  altered  or  limited  by  the  l^islature. 
but  not  entirely  denied.  Story,  Const.  § 
1386;  Underwood  Typewriter  Co.  v.  Piggott. 
supra.  Besides,  it  is  against  settled  and 
uniform  state  policy  to  compel  a  citizen  to 
resort  to  a  foreign  state  to  collect  his  debt 
when  the  cause  of  action  arose  in  the  state 
and  the  debtor  has  property  therein.  Me- 
Clung  V.  Sieg,  54  W.  Va.  407,  06  L.R.A. 
884,  40  S.  E.  210.  This  view  seems  to  be 
within  the  spirit  of  the  statutes  relating  to 
foreign  corporations.  Upon  complying  with 
certain  conditions,  they  are  granted  the 
same  rights,  powers,  and  privileges,  and  sub- 
jected to  the  same  regulations,  restrictions, 
and  liabilities,  that  are  conferred  and  im- 
posed on  corporations  chartered  under  the 
laws  of  this  state.  Code,  chap.  64,  §  30. 
On  the  revocation  of  the  license  to  do  busi- 
ness in  this  state,  such  a  corporation  mtist 
necessarily  wind  up  its  business  here,  pay 
its  debts,  and  distribute  its  assets  among 
its  Btockholdors,  remove  the  same  from  the 
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state,  or  let  tbem  remain  idle  and  inactive. 
The  revocation,  therefore,  works  a  quasi 
dissolution  of  the  foreign  corporation.  It 
is  in  the  same  situation,  in  this  state,  as 
if  its  charter  had  expired,  or  been  revoked 
for  cause.  In  respect  to  its  corporate  busi- 
ness and  holdings  in  this  state,  it  is  legally 
dissolved.  Though  it  may  still  exist  in  an- 
other state  as  an  entity,  it  ceases  to  be 
recognized  as  such  here  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  its  business.  Its  corporate 
transactions  as  effectually  cease  here  as  if 
it  were  dissolved.  Its  property  can  be  no 
longer  handled  for  its  general  corporate  pur- 
poses. We  think,  therefore,  the  legislature, 
in  subjecting  it  to  the  liabilities  imposed 
upon  domestic  corporations,  intended  to 
subject  it,  on  the  revocation  of  its  privilege, 
to  the  general  laws  relating  to  the  winding 
Tip  of  domestic  corporations,  in  so  far  as 
they  are  applicable.  By  these  laws  a  corpo- 
ration, after  dissolution,  still  remains  a 
corporation  in  contemplation  of  law  for  the 
purposes  of  suits  to  collect  debts  against  it, 
actions  by  it  to  collect  debts  due  it,  and 
the  settlement  and  distribution  of  its  as- 
sets. Code,  chap.  S3,  §§  57,  50.  These  sec- 
tions apply  to  expired  as  well  as  dissolved 
corporations,  and  solvent  expired  or  dis- 
solved corporations,  as  well  as  insolvent. 
When,  for  any  reason,  a  corporation  has 
no  longer  a  right  to  exist,  dissolution,  pay- 
ment of  debts,  and  distribution  of  surplus 
in  some  form  inevitably  result.  A  similar 
statute  in  New  Jersey  has  been  declared  to 
be  applicable  to  foreign  corporations  doing 
business  in  the  state.  Albert  v.  Clarendon 
Land  Invest.  &  Agency  Co.  63  N.  J.  Eq.  623, 
23  Atl.  8. 

It  is  more  seriously  and  urgently  insisted 
by  counsel  for  the  appellant  that  the  only 
remedy  left  to  the  plaintiff,  on  the  re- 
vocation of  the  license  of  the  defendant,  was 
a  suit  in  equity,  under  §  58  of  chapter  63 
of  the  Code,  or  some  other  section  of  that 
cliapter,  wherefore  it  was  bound  to  dismiss 
its  action  at  law,  on  the  happening  of  that 
event,  and  seek  relief  in  equity  by  conven- 
ing all  the  creditors  and  stockholders.  We 
do  not  regard  the  remedies  given  by  those 
sections  as  exclusive.  T.hey  are  not  so  in 
terms.  Corporations  have  power  to  sue  and 
may  be  sued.  The  right  to  sue  a  corpo- 
ration on  a  contract  made  by  it  when  it  has 
power  to  bind  itself  is  a  part  of  the  con- 
tract, and  will  not  be  deemed  to  have  been 
taken  away  or  curtailed  in  the  absence  of 
clear  legislative  intent  to  limit  or  destroy 
it.  The  contract  carries  with  it  the  right 
to  reduce  any  demand  arising  out  of  the 
same  to  judgment  and  make  it  a  lien  upon 
the  property  of  the  debtor,  the  judgment 
itself  being  a  lien  on  the  real  estate,  and 
an  execution  thereon  a  lien  upon  the  person- 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


al  property.  Nothing  in  any  of  the  statutes 
relied  upon  suggests  intention  to  destroy 
these  rights  incident  to  the  contract.  While 
they  do  say  the  assets  of  an  expired,-  dis- 
solved, or  insolvent  corporation  shall  be 
administered  as  a  trust  fund  for  the  benefit 
of  the  creditors  and  stockholders,  and  the 
creditors  must  be  satisfied  first,  they  do  not, 
either  in  express  terms  or  by  implication, 
place  any  restraint  upon  the  right  of  credit- 
ors to  pursue  any  other  remedies  afforded 
them  by  the  law,  nor  undertake  to  prevent 
them  from  acquiring  preferences  in  any 
manner,  or  to  any  extent,  allowed  by  the 
law  in  the  case  of  natural  persons. 

Our  conclusion,  therefore,  is  that  the  revo- 
cation of  the  privilege  of  the  defendant  cor- 
poration to  do  business  in  this  state  left  it 
in  the  situation  of  an  expired  domestic  cor- 
poration in  respect  to  actions  pending,  or 
sulnequently  brought,  ag.iinst  it;  that  the 
remedies  in  equity  given  to  creditors  of  cor- 
porations by  the  provisions  of  chapter  53 
of  the  Code  are  not  exclusive,  and  do  not 
prevent  recovery  of  judgments  at  law 
against  corporations  after  expiration  of 
their  charters;  and  that  the  circuit  court 
did  not  lose  the  jurisdiction  over  the  de- 
fendant which  had  attached  before  the  revo- 
cation of  its  right  to  do  business  in  the 
state. 

The  conclusions  just  announced  may  in- 
clude the  further  proposition  that,  on  the 
expiration  of  the  right  of  a  foreign  corpo- 
ration to  do  business  in  this  state,  its  as- 
sets within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts 
of  the  state  may  be  treated  and  proceeded 
against  as  the  assets  of  an  expired  or  dis- 
solved domestic  corporation;  and  the  well- 
known  trust  fund  theory,  recognized  by 
courts  everywhere,  applied  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  its  assets,  treating  the  corpora- 
tion, in  view  of  its  conveyance  to  a  third 
party  of  all  of  its  assets,  without  other  pro- 
vision for  its  debts  than  the  assumption 
thereof  by  the  grantee,  as  an  insolvent  corpo-  ' 
ration.  This  seems  necessarily  and  logically 
to  follow.  Its  rights,  powers,  privileges, 
burdens,  and  liabilities,  on  its  admission 
into  the  state,  were  the  same  as  those  of 
domestic  corporations.  This  legislative  dec- 
laration of  liability  seems  broad  enough  to 
make  its  assets,  on  the  expiration  of  its 
right  to  do  business  in  the  state,  a  trust 
fund  for  the  satisfaction  of  its  indebtedness, 
because  that  liability  is  imposed  upon  the 
assets  of  expired  or  dissolved  domestic  cor- 
porations, whether  solvent  or  insolvent,  and 
cannot  be  defeated  by  'appropriation  of  the 
assets  on  the  part  of  the  stockholders  to 
themselves  in  any  form,  or  a  gift  thereof  to 
a  stranger.  If  this  view  of  the  statute  is 
correct,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  right 
of  the  plaintiff  to  follow  up  this  property 
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in  a  court  of  equity  and  subject  it  to  the 
payment  of  its  debt  in  the  hands  of  the 
grantee  in  the  deed,  for,  having  actually 
paid  none,  or  only  a  portion,  of  the  con- 
sideration, it  is  not  a  complete  purchaser, 
nor  a  purchaser  without  notice  of  the  in- 
debtedness. In  this  case,  the  assumption 
of  the '  indebtedness,  including  the  demand 
of  the  plaintiff,  constituted  practically  all 
of  the  consideration.  Until  the  indebtedness 
has  been  paid,  the  consideration  will  not 
have  been  actually  received  by  the  grantor. 
The  liability  of  property  so  conveyed  by 
one  corporation  to  another  to  the  debts  of 
the  grantor  is  well  established  by  authority 
everywhere.  Helliwell,  Stock  &  Stockhold- 
ers, §§  14,  16;  Morawetz,  Priv.  Corp.  §§  790, 
701,  954,  055;  Angell  &  A.  Priv.  Corp. 
§§  600-004;  Noyes,  Intercorporate  Rela- 
tions, §  125;  Swan  LAnd  &  Cattle  Co.  v. 
Frank,  148  U.  S.  003,  37  L.  cd.  577,  13  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  691;  Scott  v.  Neely,  140  U.  S.  106, 
35  L.  ed.  358,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  712;  Upton 
V.  Tribilcock,  91  U.  S.  45,  23  L.  ed.  203; 
Richardson  v.  Green  (Washburn  v.  Green) 
133  U.  S.  30,  33  L.  ed.  616,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
280;  Peters  v.  Bain,  133  U.  S.  670,  33  L.  ed. 
606,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  36i;  Clark  v.  Sever, 
139  U.  S.  06,  36  L.  ed.  88,  11  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  468;  Fogg  v.  Blair,  139  U.  8.  118,  35 
L.  ed.  104,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  476;  Graham 
V.  La  Crosse  A  M.  R.  Co.  102  U.  S.  148,  20 
L.  ed.  106;  Hollins  v.  Brierfield  Coal  &  I. 
Co.  150  U.  S.  371,  37  L.  ed.  1113,  14  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  127;  Hospes  v.  Northwestern  Mfg. 
&  Car  Co.  48  Minn.  174,  16  L.R.A.  470,  31 
Am.  St.  Rep.  637,  60  N.  W.  1117.  While 
liability  on  this  ground  seems  clear,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  invoke  the  principle  for  the 
decision  of  this  case,  and,  as  the  subject 
is  one  of  great  importance,  we  hereby  mere- 
ly suggest  this  view,  and  actually  place  the 
liability  upon  another  ground. 

The  property  sought  to  be  charged  in  this 
suit  was  conveyed  in  consideration  of  an 
express  assumption  of,  and  agreement  to 
pay,  the  demand  of  the  plaiutilT.  The  debt 
so  assumed  either  became  in  equity  an 
actual  lien  upon  the  property  conveyed,  or 
conferred  upon  the  creditor  the  power  to 
charge  his  debt  upon  the  property  as  a 
lien  by  a  suit  in  equity  for  the  purpose. 
Whether  from  the  date  of  the  deed  it  consti- 
tuted such  a  lieu  as  would  bind  subsequent 
purchasers  and  creditors,  we  afe  not  called 
upon  to  determine;  but  it  is  well  settled  that 
the  creditor  can  charge  the  land  in  the  hands 
of  the  grantee.  Matheny  v.  Ferguson,  55  W. 
Va.  650,  47  S.  E.  886;  Vanmeter  v.  Man- 
meter,  3  Gratt.  148;  Willard  v.  Worsham, 
76  Va.  392 ;  Tysen  v.  Wabash  R.  Co.  11  Biss. 
610,  15  Fed.  703;  Clyde  v.  Simpson,  4  Ohio 
St  445;  Harris  v.  Fly,  7  Paige,  421 ;  Hnllett 
V.  Hallett,  2  Paige,  16;  Nichols  v.  Glover, 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


41  Ind.  24;  R.  v.  Denison,  1  Vcs.  4  B.  272. 
"Another  class  of  implied  liens  or  trusts 
arises  where  property  is  conrc-ycd  inter 
vivot,  or  is  bequeathed  or  devised  by  last 
will  and  testament,  subject  to  a  charge  for 
the  payment  of  debts  or  to  other  cbarg.-^ 
in  favor  of  third  persons.  In  such  cases, 
although  the  charge  is  treated,  as  betwi'ca 
the  immediate  parties  to  the  original  in 
strumcnt,  as  an  express  trust  in  the  prop- 
erty, which  may  be  enforced  by  such  par- 
ties or  their  proper  representatives,  ret,  as 
between  the  trustee  and  ccaluia  que  trust, 
who  are  to  take  the  benefits  of  the  instru- 
ment, it  constitutes  an  implied  or  construc- 
tive trust  only, — a  trust  raised  by  courts  of 
equity  in  their  favor,  as  an  interest  in  rtm, 
capable  of  being  enforced  by  tliem  directly 
by  a  suit  brought  in  their  own  names  and 
right."  Story,  Eq.  Jur.  §  1244.  It  is  not 
diflicult  to  reconcile  this  conclusion  with 
principles  of  law  and  equity.  VVliere  ths 
statute  of  frauds  requires  the  declaration  of 
a  trust  to  be  in  writing,  the  recital  of  the 
assumption  of  the  indebtedness  in  the  dtp', 
is  held  to  be  sufficient  evidence  in  writing 
of  the  declaration.  Equity  looks  upon  tl« 
unpaid  consideration  as  so  much  of  the  pur- 
chase money  of  the  property  appropriated 
by  the  debtor  to  the  payment  of  his  dclit. 
and  left  in  the  hands  of  the  grantee  to  tw 
applied  thereto.  Therefore,  by  the  contraot, 
an  express  duty  is  devolved  upon  the  gr.-n- 
tee.  He  agrees  with  the  grantor  to  retain 
so  much  of  the  consideration  and  apply  it 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  debt.  At  the  same 
time,  until  the  debt  is  paid,  he  withlmM- 
a  part  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  lan<i. 
and  has  property  of  the  grantor  for  whiili 
he  has  not  paid.  In  view  of  the  purpose  of 
the  conveyance,  the  appropriation  of  the  pur- 
chase money  to  the  debt,  and  the  duty  as- 
sumed by  the  grantee,  the  intent  to  est.ib- 
lish,  as  between  them,  an  express  trust,  is 
inferred.  As  the  creditor  is  no  party  to  tix 
deed,  and  is  not  bound  by  the  contract  in 
all  respects,  this  may  afford  ground  for 
calling  the  trust  in  his  favor  only  an  im- 
plied one.  Prior  to  tlie  statute  (Code,  chap. 
71,  §  2),  giving  a  right  of  action  to  a  per- 
son on  a  contract  made  for  his  benefit,  but 
to  which  he  was  not  a  party,  the  creditor 
in  such  a  case  as  this  would  have  had  no 
legal  remedy  and  could  not  have  availed 
himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  contract  other- 
wise than  by  a  suit  in  equity,  even  if  he 
could  have  done  that.  Ross  v.  Milne,  12 
I«igh,  204,  37  Am.  Dec.  040,  and  Jones  t. 
Thomas,  21  Gratt.  96.  The  statute  just  re- 
ferred to  enables  him  to  sue  at  law  on  such 
a  contract  and  also  to  take  "an  immediate 
estate  or  interest  in,  or  the  benefit  of  a  con- 
dition respecting,  any  estate"  under  an  in- 
strument to  which   he  is  not  a  party,  if 
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made  for  his  benefit.  His  Hen  may  possibly 
stand  on  tins.  Whatever  the  basis  of  it, 
or  whether  express  or  implied,  there  is  a 
lien  in  favor  of  the  creditor  under  the  cir- 
cumstances disclosed  here. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  objections  that 
the  stockholders  of  the  foreign  corporation 
and  the  bondholders  of  both  should  have 
been  made  parties.  The  Alerchants'  Coal 
Company  of  Baltimore  City  had  parted  with 
all  interest  in  the  property  the  plaintiff 
seeks  to  charge  in  this  suit,  and  it  was  not 
a  bill  to  wind  up  either  corporation.  Hence, 
the  stockholders  of  the  old  corporation  were 
not  interested,  and  no  relief  was  asked 
against  those  Of  the  new.  The  bondholders 
were  fully  represented  by  the  trustees,  as 
the  mortgages  vested  broad  and  ample  pow- 
ers of  representation  in  them.  In  each  of 
these  instruments  the  trustee  was  expressly 
clothed  with  authority  to  represent  and  act 
for  the  bondholders  in  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  their  security  and  enforcement  of 
their  rights  under  the  mortgages.  Jones. 
Corp.  ft  Mortg.  §  308. 

As  the  International  Trust  Company  was 
n  foreign  corporation,  proceeded  against  by 
order  of  publication,  and  did  not  appear, 
it  was  error  to  decree  the  bill  taken  for  con- 
fessed as  to  it,  but  the  decree  affects  it  no 
further.  It  is  not  otherwise  a  decree  in 
personam,  since  it  affects  only  the  property 
involved,  and  substituted  service  suffices  for 
that.  The  recital  only  imports  service  of 
process  upon  that  defendant,  contrary  to 
the  fact  This  will  be  corrected,  but  without 
cost,  as  no  objection  was  made  on  account 
thereof,  in  the  court  below. 

Lack  of  a  reference  and  adjustment  of 
liens,  with  respect  to  amounts  and  priority, 
is  unavailing  as  a  ground  of  error,  since 
there  is  no  decree  of  sale  of  the  property 
nor  any  particular  status,  with  reference 
to  other  liens,  accorded  the  one  declared  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff.  Nothing  has  been 
decided,  so  far,  except  the  liability  of  the 
property  to  the  lien  of  this  debt.  A  refer- 
ence may  become  ncccs<<ary  in  the  further 
progress  of  the  cause.  That  will  depend 
upon  the  course  hereafter  pursued  by  the 
appellant.  If  it  pays  the  debt  and  costs 
for  which  it  and  the  property  in  its  hands 
are  liable,  neither  a  reference,  sale,  nor  any 
further  decree,  will  be  necessary. 

Failure  to  demand  payment  before  suing 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject  of  cost. 
It  .sometimes  bars  an  action,  as  in  the  case 
of  a  bailment,  but  not  one  founded  upon  such 
a  cause  of  action  as  we  have  here.  Kuyken- 
dall  V.  Fisher,  61  W.  Va.  87,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
04,  66  S.  E.  48,  11  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  700. 

For  the  reasons  stated,  the  decree  wiH  be 
corrected  by  insertins  therein  the  words, 
"upon  the  order  of  publication  duly  pub- 
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lished  and  posted  as  to,"  before  the  words, 
"International  Trust  Company  of  Balti- 
more City,"  and,  as  so  amended,  it  will  be 
affirmed.  -    - 


ALABAMA  SUPREME  COURT. 

MONTGOMERY  LIGHT  ft  POWER  COM- 
PANY, Appt., 

V. 

H.  K.  WATTS. 

(—  Ala  — ,  61  So.  726.) 

Gas  —  mlntmam  consumption  —  meter 
rent. 

A  gas  company  whose  rates  are  fixed  by 
the  municipality  cannot  charge  consumers 
a  meter  rent  when  consumption  does  not 
reach    a    certain    minimum    amount    per 

Note.  —  RIoM  of  Ught  or  toater  com- 
pany whose  rates  are  fixed  hy  public 
authorttlea,  to  establish  a  mitiimum 
charge. 

In  Louisville  Gas  Co.  v.  Dulaney,  100  Ky. 
405,  36  L.R.A.  125,  38  8.  W.  703,  cited  in 
MONTaOMERY  LlOIIT  ft  P.  Co.  V.  Watts,  it 
appeared  that  the  gas  company  was  re- 
quired by  its  charter  to  furnish  gas  to  con- 
sumers at  a  price  not  to  exceed  $1.35  per 
1,000  cubic  feet,  and  it  was  held  tliat  tht* 
company  could  not  impose  an  additional 
charge,  designated  as  meter  rent,  on  con- 
sumers who  failed  to  use  500  cubic  feet  of 
gas  in  a  month. 

In  Buffalo  v.  Buffalo  Gas  Co.  81  App. 
Div.  605,  80  N.  Y.  Supp.  1003,  it  appeared 
that  a  uniform  rate  to  be  charged  for  gas 
was  voluntarily  fixed  by  agreement  with  the 
city  council,  and  that  thereafter  the  gns 
company  fixed  minimum  rates  per  month, 
regardless  of  the  quantity  of  gas  consumed, 
depending  upon  the  size  of  the  meter  in- 
stalled. It  was  contended  by  the  gas  com- 
pany that  this  was  a  charge  absolutely  in- 
dependent of  meter  rental,  and  designed  to 
cover  the  general  expense  of  the  company 
in  carrying  the  customer  on  its  books,  col- 
lecting bills,  reading  his  meter,  etc.,  but  the 
court  held  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
state  statute  which  provided  that  "no  gas- 
light corporation  in  this  state  shall  charge 
or  collect  rent  on  its  gas  meters,  either  in  a 
direct  or  indirect  manner." 

In  State  ex  rel.  Weise  v.  Sedalia  Gas- 
light Co.  34  Mo.  App.  501,  it  was  held  that 
a  rule  of  a  gas  company  which  charged  a 
rate  of  $2.50  per  1000  cubic  feet,  requiring 
consumers  to  pay  $1.25  per  month  where 
the  amount  of  gas  used  was  less  per  month 
than  500  cubic  feet,  the  $1.25  in  such  case 
being  denominated  rent  of  meter,  was  not 
unreasonable,  and  did  not  conflict  with  the 
terms  of  the  franchise  ordinance  which  pro- 
vided that  the  gas  company  should  furnish 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  "gas  at  a 
price  per  cubic  foot  not  exceeding  the  rate 
cluirged  in  similarly  situated  places." 
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month,  in  order  to  bring  the  bills  up  to 
that  amount. 

(January  20,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  Judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Montgomery 
County  granting  a  writ  of  mandamus  re- 
quiring defendant  to  furnish  gas  in  accord- 
ance with  the  rates  fixed  by  a  certain  mu- 
nicipal ordinance  of  the  city  of  Montgom- 
ery.   Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Stelner,  Cram,  &  Well,  for  ap- 
pellant: 

Though  a  gas  company's  franchise  may 
require  it  to  furnish  gas  to  the  inhabitants, 
still  it  cannot  be  required  to  install  a  me- 
ter, and  be  ready  to  serve  an  inhabitant  who 
merely  wants  it  for  a  convenience,  to  use 
when  necessary. 

Fleming  v.  Montgotmery  Light  Co.  100 
Ala.  657,  13  So.  618. 

The  ordinance  fixing  the  charge  for  gas 
must  be  construed  in  the  light  of  the  cus- 
tom in  r^ulating  public!  service  charges, 
which,  although  a  maximum  rate  per  mile 
or  pound  may  be  fixed,  permits  public  serv- 
ice companies  to  fix  a  minimum  unit,  and 
charge  the  prescribed  rate  for  all  above  that. 

State  ex  rel.  Weise  t.  Sedalia  Gaslight 
Co.  34  Mo.  App.  501. 

Taking  the  charge  strictly  as  a  meter 
rental,  the  charter  does  not  prohibit  it. 

Sheffield  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Bingham,  L. 
R.  26  Ch.  Div.  443;  Public  Service  Corp.  v. 
American  Lighting  Co.  67  N.  J.  Eq.  122,  67 
AtL  482;  Smith  v.  Capital  Gas.  Co.  132  Cal. 
209,  54  L.R.A.  769,  64  Pac.  268;  State  ex 
rel.  Hallauer  v.  Gosnell,  116  Wis.  606,  61 
L.R.A.  33,  93  N.  W.  542;  Vicksburg  v.  Vicks- 
burg  Waterworks  Co.  206  U.  S.  496,  51  L. 
ed.  1166,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  762. 

Messrs.  Arrington  &  Houghton,  for  ap- 
pellw : 

The  gas  company  cannot  charge  a  meter 
rent  or  a  minimum  bill  in  addition  to  the 
maximum  charge  per  thousand  feet,  which 
is  fixed  by  its  charter. 

Thornton,  Oil  &,  Gas,  §§  552,  661,  662; 
Louisville  Gas  Co.  v.  Dulaney,  100  Ky.  405, 
36  L.R.A.  125,  38  S.  W.  703;  Albert  v.  Da- 
vis, 49  Neb.  579,  68  N.  W.  945;  Capital 
Gas  ft  Electric  Light  Co.  v.  Caines,  20  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  1464,  49  S.  W.  462;  Sheffield  Water- 
works Co.  V.  Carter,  L.  R.  8  Q.  B.  Div.  632 ; 
Buffalo  V.  Buffalo  Gas  Co.  81  App.  Div. 
605,  80  N.  Y.  Supp.  1093. 

Simpson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

This  is  an  appeal  from  the  action  of  the 
court  on  a  petition  for  mandamus  to  compel 
the  appellant  to  furnish  gas  in  accordance 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


with  certain  rates  fixed  by  the  ordinance  of 
the  city  of  Montgomery  granting  the  fran- 
chise on  the  conditions  therein  named.  Sec- 
tion 4  of  the  ordinance,  which  vrs  accepted 
by  the  appellant,  provided  that  said  com- 
pany should  "at  all  timek  supply  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  city  with  gas  for  lighting  and 
heating  purposes,"  at  prices  not  exceed ing 
$1.62  per  1,000  cubic  feet  for  lighting  pur- 
poses, and  $1.08  -  per  1,000  cubic  feet  for 
heating  and  other  purposes.  There  is  no 
provision  in  the  ordinance  in  regard  to  me- 
ters, and  the  question  at  issue  Iietween  tlie 
parties  is  whether  or  not  the  said  ccHnpany 
is  authorized  to  charge  to  consumers  a  mini- 
mum junount  of  $1  per  month  as  meter  rent, 
when  said  consumer  does  not  consume  $1 
worth  of  gas  during  the  month. 

The  decisions  are  not  in  harmony  on  this 
question,  though  it  will  be  found  that  the 
cases  generally  which  justify  such  a  cbarf^ 
are  based  upon  ordinances  or  contracts  dif- 
ferently worded,  or  upon  general  principles 
without  regard  to  any  contract, — all  of 
which  can  be  ascertained  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  cases  cited  in  appellant's  brief. 
However,  the  ordinance  constitutes  the  char- 
ter of  the  company,  and  the  co;itract  be 
twcen  it  and  the  city  is  for  the  benefit  of 
the  citizens;  and  the  reasoning  of  the  eases 
which  deny  such  right  to  the  company  un- 
der like  circumstances  commends  itself  to 
our  judgment.  It  may  be  admitted  that, 
upon  general  principles,  it  would  be  reason- 
able to  allow  such  a  rule,  where  the  amount 
of  gas  consumed  is  so  small  as  to  render  it 
unreasonable  that  the  company  should  fur- 
nish a  meter  and  keep  it  up  for  so  small  an 
amount  of  business,  yet  we  do  not  see  how 
a  court  can  write  into  the  contract  an  ad- 
ditional provision.  The  agreement  of  the 
company  is  to  furnish  gas  at  so  much  per 
cubic  foot,  and  that  must  neoessarily  mean 
that  all  the  means  and  instrumentalities 
necessary  to  furnish  it  at  those  rates  shall 
be  provided  by  the  company.  It  may  adopt 
any  means,  suitable  and  accurate,  for  ascer- 
taining the  number  of  feet  consumed,  and 
the  customer  cannot  direct  or  provide  what 
means  shall  be  used;  his  only  concern  be- 
ing that  he  receives  the  service,  and  is  not 
charged  more  than  the  rate  fixed  by  law  or 
the  contract.  If  the  company  desired  the 
privilege  of  charging  more  in  certain  cases, 
it  should  have  had  a  provision  to  that  effect 
inserted  in  the  ordinance  before  it  accepted 
the  same. 

It  will  not  do  to  say  that  the  charge 
fixed  was  only  for  the  gas,  and  does  not  re- 
fer to  the  meter.  The  meter  belongs  to  the 
company,  and  is  placed  there  by  it  in  order 
that  it  may  ascertain  how  much  gas  is  be- 
ing consumed.  As  has  been  aptly  said: 
'Treaumably  the  company  was  aware  when 
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it  obtained  its  charter  and  established  its 
monopoly,  that  there  would  be  small  con- 
sumers, as  well  as  large  ones,  and  there 
would  be  Ic63  profit  in  furnisliing  the  one 
class  than  the  other;  but  it  did  not,  on  that 
account,  reject  the  charter,  or  obtain  the 
right  to  add  to  the  price  of  the  small  con- 
sumer's bill."  Louisville  Gas  Co.  v.  Dula- 
ney,  100  Ky.  405,  38  L.R.A.  123,  128,  38 
S.  W.  703;  Thornton,  Oil  &  Gas,  §§  552,  561, 
582.  It  is  true  that  this  court  has  held 
that  a  citizen  who  is  using  electric  lights, 
and  does  not  propose  to  use  gas,  cannot  in- 
sist on  having  a  meter  placed  in  his  bouse 
merely  to  provide  against  accidents;  but  no 
such  proposition  is  suggested  in  this  case, 
as  the  petitioner  proposes  to  use  the  gas. 
Fleming  v.  Montgomery  Light  Co.  100  Ala. 
657,  13  So.  618. 

Section  5  of  the  ordinance  is  ambiguous 
in  its  meaning;  but,  whatever  may  be  its 
meaning,  it  does  not  affect  the  merits  of  this 
case.  Wliether  the  additional  charge  be 
called  a  meter  rent  or  a  minimum  charge, 
neither  is  provided  for  in  the  ordinance; 
and  to  permit  it  would  be  to  allow  the  com- 
pany to  charge  more  than  it  is  authorized 
to  by  its  charter^, 

The  judgment  of  the  court  is  affirmed. 

Dotrdell,  Ch.  J.,  and  McClellan  and 
Mayfleld,  JJ.,  concur. 


ARKANSAS  SUPREME  COURT. 

ST.  LOUIS,  IRON  MOUNTAIN,  &  SOUTH- 
ERN RAILWAY  COMPANY,  Appt., 

V. 

THEODORE  MAXFIELD  COMPANY. 

(— Ark.— ,  126S.  W.  83.) 

Elminent  domain  —  damages  —  subdi- 
vided tract. 

1.  In  determining  the  damages  to  be 
awarded  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
through  a  tract  of  land  which  has  been 
platted  as  an  addition  to  a  city,  but  not  yet 
opened  up,  the  fact  of  its  adaptability  may 
be  taken  into  consideration,  and  the  market 
value  of  the  property  determined  with  refer- 
ence to  the  value  of  the  lots. 

Same— diminished  value. 

2.  The  compensation  to  be  awarded  for 
taking  a  right  of  way  for  a  railroad  through 
a  tract  of  land  must  include  not  only  the 
value  of  the  property  taken,  but  the  dimin- 
ished value  of  the  residue. 


Note. —  As   to   right  to   set  off  benefits 
against   damages    in   eminent   domain,    see 
note  to  Peoria,   B.   &   C.   Traction    Co.   v. 
Vance,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  781. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Same  —  offsetting  ,  benefits  —  property 
not  talten. 

3.  A  constitutional  provision  to  the  effect 
that  damages  in  condemnation  proceedings 
shall  be  assessed  irrespective  of  benefits  i^ 
plies  to  damages  assessed  for  diminution  in 
value  of  property  not  taken. 

Evidence  —  eminent     domain  —  dam- 
ages-similar lands. 

4.  Upon  the  question  of  market  value  of 
property  taken  by  eminent  domain,  evidence 
is  admissible  of  the  value  of  lands  similar 
to  those  taken,  or  with  respect  to  which  dif- 
ferences from  the  land  taken  are  explained, 
so  as  to  show  the  comparative  market  value 
of  the  different  tracts. 

(February  28,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain, 
&  Southern  R.  Co.  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Independence  County 
assessing  damages  which  were  alleged  to  be 
excessive  in  a  proceeding  to  condemn  a 
right  of  way  over  defendant's  land.  Af- 
firmed. 

The  f&cts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  W.  E.  Hemingway,  E.  B. 
Kinswortby,  S.  D.  Campbell,  and  Jamea 
H.  Stevenson  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  Oldfleld  &  Cole,  for  appellee: 

Tlie  land  being  susceptible  of  subdivision 
into  blocks  and  lots,  it  was  permissible  to 
ask  as  to  the  land  value  in  that  respect. 

Little  Rock  &  Ft.  S.  R.  Co.  ▼.  McGehee, 
41  Ark.  202;  Little  Rock  Junction  R.  Co. 
V.  Woodruff,  49  Ark.  381,  4  Am.  St.  Rep. 
51,  5  S..  W.  792;  Washburn  ▼.  Milwaukee 
&  L.  W.  R.  Co.  59  Wis.  364,  18  N.  W.  328; 
Chicago,  St.  L.  &  N.  0.  R.  Co.  v.-  Rottgering, 
26  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1167,  83  S.  W.  584;  Ohio 
Valley  R.  &  Terminal  Co.  v.  Kerth,  130  Ind. 
314,  30  N.  E.  298;  Wilson  v.  Equitable  Gas 
Co.  152  Pa.  566,  25  AtL  635;  Alexian  Bros. 
V.  Oshkosh,  95  Wis.  221,  70  N.  W.  162; 
Omaha  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Beeson,  86  Neb, 
361,  54  N.  W.  657;  Missouri,  K.  &  T.  R. 
Co.  v.  Roe,  77  Kan.  224,  15  L.RA.(N.S.) 
676,  94  Pac.  259;  Mississippi  t  R.  River 
Boom  Co.  V.  Patterson,  98  U.  S.  403,  25 
L.  ed.  206. 

Any  estimated  benefit  that  might  likely 
accrue  to  the  remaining  property  belonging 
to  the  defendant,  by  reason  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  railroad,  or  any  other  proposed 
improvement  by  the  plaintiff  company, 
should  not  enter  into  the  consideration  as 
to  what  damage  has  been  done  to  defend- 
ant's property. 

St.  Louis,  A.  &  T.  R.  Co.  t.  Anderson,  39 
Ark.  167. 

Evidence  as  to  what  other  similar  lands 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  had  sold  for 
was  competent. 

Little  Rock  Junction  R.  Co.  v.  Woodruff, 
supra;  Washburn  v.  Milwaukee  &  L.  W.  B. 
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Co.  59  Wis.  364,  18  N.  W.  328;  Cherokee 
V.  Sioux  City  &  I.  F.  Town  Lot  &  I^nd  Co. 
52  Iowa,  279,  3  N.  W.  42;  1  Wigmore,  Ev. 
§  463,  p.  575. 

The  scope  of  the  testimony  should  be  left 
largely  to  the  discretion  of  the  trial  court. 
,  Little  Rock  Junction  R.  Co.  v.  Woodruff, 
49  Ark.  391,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  51,  5  S.  W. 
792;  15  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  899. 

The  difficulty  the  owner  may  have  in 
passing  from  one  portion  of  the  remaining 
land  to  another  is  a  proper  element  of  dam- 
age. 

Springfield  &  M.  R.  Co.  v.  Rhea,  44  Ark. 
258. 

Frauentlial,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

This  was  an  action  instituted  by  the  ap- 
pellant, a  railroad  corporation,  for  the  con- 
demnation of  a  right  of  way  over  certain 
land  owned  by  the  appellee,  and  for  the 
assessment  of  the  damages  therefor.  The 
sole  question  involved  in  the  case  is  as  to 
the  amount  of  the  damages  which  the  ap- 
pellee should  recover.  The  appellee  owned 
a  tract  of  land  adjacent  to  the  city  of 
Batesville,  and  in  1899  it  laid  same  out  into 
lots  and  blocks  as  an  addition  to  said  city, 
with  the  purpose  of  having  it  regularly  an- 
nexed to  said  city  at  some  future  time;  but 
it  has  never  been  so  annexed.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1899,  it  filed  for  record  in  the  recorder's 
office  of  the  county  a  deed  of  assurance,  to 
which  was  attached  a  plat  of  said  addition, 
on  which  were  indicated  the  various  lots 
and  blocks  and  also  streets,  the  free  use  of 
which  was  granted  to  the  public  by  said 
deed.  Some  time  after  this,  and  long  before 
the  institution  of  this  condemnation  pro- 
ceeding, it  sold  four  of  said  lots  by  refer- 
ence to  said  plat.  The  entire  tract  was 
inclosed,  and  portions  of  it  had  been  culti- 
vated by  the  appellee  up  to  the  date  of 
these  proceedings.  The  right  of  way  varied 
in  width,  but  it  extended  substantially  100 
feet  in  width  across  the  entire  tract.  It 
extended  across  the  lower  portion  of  four 
blocks  of  the  lands  as  same  are  laid  out 
and  designated  on  said  plat.  The  appellee 
alleged  that  the  appellant  took  and  appro- 
priated for  its  right  of  way  twenty-three 
of  the  lots  as  indicated  on  said  plat,  which 
were  of  the  value  of  $2,875,  and  that  the 
construction  of  the  railroad  depreciated  the 
value  of  the  remaining  land  to  the  extent 
of  $2,500;  and  it  asked  for  judgment  for 
its  damages  in  the  sum  of  $5,375.  The  ap 
pellee  made  a  deposit  and  tender  of  $1,000, 
which  it  claimed  was  a  full  and  fair  assess- 
ment of  the  damages.  The  cause  was  tried 
by  a  jury  who,  in  addition  to  hearing  a 
number  of  witnesses  as  to  the  value  of  the 
land,  viewed  the  same.  A  verdict  was  re- 
2*5  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


turned  in  favor  of  appellee  for  $2,325;  and 
from  the  judgment  rendered  thereon,  tbc 
railroad  company  prosecutes  this  appeal. 

The  measure  of  the  compensation  wliicli 
an  owner  is  entitled  to  recover  from  a  rail- 
road corporation  which  takes  a  portion  of 
his  land,  under  the  right  of  eminent  domain. 
for  the  construction  of  its  railroad,  is  the 
market  value  of  the  land  actually  taken  and 
the  depreciation  of  the  market  value  of  t)i« 
remaining  portion.  The  chief  question  in- 
volved in  this  case  is  whether  or  not,  in 
determining  the  value  of  the  land,  tiie  fart 
can  be  taken  into  consideration  that  the 
land  is  suitable  for  division  into  lots  and 
blocks,  and  an  addition  to  the  adjacent  city; 
and  whether  or  not  the  witnesses  can  take 
into  consideration  the  value  of  such  lots  and 
blocks,  in  arriving  at  their  opinion  as  to 
the  market  value  of  the  land.  It  is  con- 
tended by  the  appellant  that  the  land,  al- 
though thus  laid  out  on  the  plat  in  lots  and 
blocks,  was  actually  inclosed  and  cultivittnl 
as  a  farm,  and,  while  one  or  two  strcoti 
had  been  opened  up  along  the  sides  of  the 
tract,  the  streets  were  not  actually  opened 
up  through  the  tract,  and  the  lots  were  nm 
actually,  at  the  institution  of  the  suit,  in- 
dicated on  the  land;  and  it  urges  that  the 
value  of  the  lots  as  laid  out  on  the  plat 
should  not  be  considered  in  arriving  at  the 
value  of  the  tract  of  land.  But  the  measure 
of  the  damages  which  the  owner  is  entitled 
to  recover  for  property  taken  for  public  use, 
or  depreciated  by  such  use,  is  the  market 
value  of  it.  This  market  value  is  deter- 
mined not  solely  by  the  uses  to  which  tlie 
property  has  been  put,  or  is  put  at  the  time 
of  the  condemnation  proceeding,  but  by  all 
the  purposes  to  which  it  is  adapted.  It 
may  not  be  used  at  the  time  for  any  pur- 
pose that  is  profitable,  but  the  use  to  which 
it  may  reasonably  and  probably  be  pnt 
profitably  must  necessarily  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  determining  the  market 
value  of  the  land. 

In  the  case  of  Little  Rock  &  Ft.  S.  R. 
Co.  V.  McGehee,  41  Ark.  202,  this  court 
quotes  with  approval  the  following  lan- 
guage from  the  case  of  Mississippi  &,  R. 
River  Boom  Co.  v.  Patterson,  98  U.  S.  403, 
25  L.  ed.  206:  "In  determining  the  value 
of  land  appropriated  for  public  purposes, 
the  same  considerations  are  to  be  regarded 
as  in  a  sale  of  property  between  private 
parties.  The  inquiry  in  such  cases  must  be: 
What  is  the  property  worth  in  the  market 
viewed  not  merely  with  reference  to  the 
uses  to  which  it  is  at  the  time  applied,  hut 
with  reference  to  the  uses  to  which  it  i'< 
plainly  adapted;  that  is  to  say,  what  is  it 
worth  from  its  availability  for  valuable 
uses  T  ...  As  a  general  thing,  we  should 
say  that  the  compensation  to  the  owner  is 
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to  be  estimated  by  reference  to  the  uses 
for  which  the  property  is  suitable,  Iiaxnng 
regard  to  the  existing. business  or  wants  of 
the  community,  or  such  as  may  be  reason- 
ably expected  in  the  immediate  future." 
In  speaking  of  the  character  of  testimony 
that  is  admissible  in  arriving  at  the  value 
of  land  taken  under  condemnation  proceed- 
ings, this  court  in  Little  Rock  Junction  R. 
Co.  V.  Woodruff,  49  Ark.  381,  4  Am.  St. 
Rep.  51,  5  S.  W.  792,  said:  "As  a  general 
guide  to  the  range  which  the  testimony 
should  be  allowed  to  assume,  we  think  it 
safe  to  say  that  the  landowner  should  be 
allowed  to  state,  and  have  h>s  witnesses  to 
state,  every  fact  concerning  the  property 
which  he  would  naturally  be  disposed  to 
adduce  in  order  to  place  it  in  an  advan- 
tageous light,  if  he  were  attempting  to 
negotiate  a  sale  of  it  to  a  private  individ- 
ual." The  land  involved  in  this  proceeding 
was  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Batesville,  and 
was  available  as  an  addition  to  that  city, 
and  was  adaptable  for  being  laid  out  into 
lots  and  blocks.  Its  proximity  to  a  growing 
city  and  its  availability  for  residence  or 
business  lots  gave  it  an  enhanced  market 
value;  and  we  think  that  its  value  when 
divided  into  lots  and  blocks  might  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  arriving  at  the  market 
value  of  the  land.  This  is  in  effect  the 
value  of  the  land  for  town-lot  purposes.  In 
the  case  of  Sherman  v.  St.  Paul,  M.  &  M. 
R.  Co.  30  Minn.  227,  15  N.  W.  239,  that 
court  says:  "The  evidence  shows  that  the 
80-acre  tract  in  controversy,  though  at  the 
time  occupied  as  a  farm,  was  situated  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  and  near  cer- 
tain public  institutions.  It  appeared  on 
the  cross-examination  of  the  witnesses  that, 
in  forming  their  estimates  of  the  market 
value  of  the  land,  they  had  considered  its 
adaptability  for  suburban  residences.  If 
such  fact  affected  its  market  value  at  the 
time  in  question,  it  would  properly  enter 
into  the  consideration  of  the  witnesses  and 
the  jury  also  in  estimating  such  value."  In 
the  case  of  Cincinnati  &  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Long- 
worth,  30  Ohio  St.  108,  the  following  lan- 
guage is  used:  "In  offering  testimony  on 
this  issue,  the  owner  was  not  limited  to  any 
pre-existing  use  of  the  land.  If  it  was  of 
little  value  as  a  farm  or  for  common  uses, 
and  was  of  great  value  as  mineral  land  or 
as  a  town  site,  that  fact  might  be  shown, 
though  it  had  never  been  so  used."  In  the 
case  of  Montana  R.  Co.  v.  Warren,  6  Mont. 
275,  12  Pac.  641,  it  is  said:  "Respondent 
was  allowed  to  prove  the  value  of  land  for 
town-lot  purposes.  He  had  the  right  to  do 
so,  whether  he  had  built  upon  it  of  not.  As 
we  liave  seen,  the  question  is  not  to  what  I 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


use  the  land  had  been  put.  The  owner 
has  a  right  to  obtain  the  market  value  of 
the  land,  based  upon  its  availability  for  the 
most  valuable  purposes  for  which  it  can 
be  used,  whether  or  not  he  so  used  it."  In 
the  case  of  Washburn  v.  Milwaukee  &  L. 
W.  R.  Co.  69  Wis.  364,  18  N.  W.  328,  it  is 
said:  "In  the  Washburn  Case,  the  learned 
circuit  judge  instructed  the  jury  in  sub- 
stance that,  if  the  present  value  of  the 
lands  taken  was  enhanced  by  reason  of  the 
adaptability  thereof  to  some  use  to  which 
they  might  be  put  in  the  future,  as,  for  ex- 
ample, if  land  used  only  for  farming  pur- 
poses was  BO  situated  that  it  might  be 
platted  into  city  lots,  and  if  its  present 
value  was  thereby  increased,  such  increased 
value  was  the  proper  basis  for  the  assess- 
ment. We  think  this  is  a  correct  rule." 
See  also  South  Park  v.  Dunlevy,  91  III.  49; 
Hooker  v.  Montpelier  &,  W.  River  R.  Co. 
62  Vt.  47,  19  Atl.  775  i  Somerville  &  E.  R. 
Co.  V.  Doughety,  22  N.  J.  L.  400;  Dickinson 
V.  Fitchburg,  13  Gray,  510;  Missouri,  K.  & 
T.  R.  Co.  V.  Roe,  77  Kan.  224,  15  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)   070,  94  Pac.  259. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
the  witnesses,  in  estimating  the  market 
value  of  the  tract  of  land  that  was  appro- 
priated for  the  right  of  way,  could  take 
into  consideration  its  value  for  the  pur- 
poses of  town  lots,  and  that  they  and  the 
jury  could  fix  the  value  thereof  upon  that 
hasis  of  the  market  value  of  such  lots.  And 
in  like  manner,  they  could  estimate  the 
depreciation  of  the  market  value  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  tract  of  land.  The  compen- 
sation which  the  owner  is  entitled  to  re- 
ceive from  a  railroad  corporation  exercising 
its  right  of  eminent  domain  in  condemning 
his  property  includes  not  only  the  value  of 
the  part  taken,  but  the  diminished  value  of 
the  residue.  The  damage  or  injury  to  the 
remainder  of  the  land,  on  account  of  the 
construction  of  the  railroad,  is  in  effect 
the  actual  taking  of  that  much  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  land,  for  the  diminished 
market  value  of  which  the  owner  is  en- 
titled to  full  compensation.  St.  Louis,  A. 
&  T.  R.  Co.  V.  Anderson,  39  Ark.  167;  Little 
Rock,  M.  &  T.  R.  Co.  v.  Allen,  41  Ark.  431. 

It  is  urged  by  appellant  that,  inasmuch  as 
in  this  case  appellee  is  seeking  compensa- 
tion not  only  for  the  strip  of  land  actually 
taken,  but  also  damages  to  the  rest  of  the 
land,  the  benefits  that  may  accrue  by  rea- 
son of  the  construction  of  the  railroad 
should  be  considered  to  offset  the  damages 
to  the  residue  of  the  land.  But  the  appellee 
is  seeking  compensation  for  all  his  prop- 
erty that  is  appropriated  by  the  railroad 
corporation   in    the   condemnation    of    that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1114 


ARKANSAS  SUPRKME  COURT. 


3ts, 


property  for  it8  right  of  way.  The  prop- 
erty thus  appropriated  is  the  property  that 
is  actually  aifccted.  It  includes  the  property 
actually  occupied  by  the  right  of  way,  and 
tlie  property  that  is  in  effect,  though  indi- 
rectly,-taken  by  reason  of  the  diminution  of 
its  value.  The  Constitution  (article  12,  §  0) 
and  the  statute  (Kirby's  Dig.  §  2953)  pro- 
vide that  the  amount  of  dtCmages  to  be  as- 
sessed to  the  owner  of  lands  in  such  con- 
demnation proceedings  shall  be  determined 
and  assessed  irrespective  of  any  benefits 
that  may  be  received  from  the  improve- 
ment. In  the  case  of  Little  Rock  &  Ft.  S.  R. 
Co.  ▼.  AUister,  68  Ark.  600,  60  S.  W.  953, 
it  is  said:  "It  follows  from  the  rule  firmly 
established  by  these  decisions,  that  the 
damages  which  the  statute  says  'sliall  U; 
determined  and  assessed  irrespective  of  any 
benefit'  the  owner  may  receive  from  the 
road  include  not  only  tliose  for  the  land 
actually  taken,  but'aJl  incidental  damages 
to  the  remainder  of  the  tract  as  well.  The 
statute  makes  no  distinction  between  dam- 
ages for  value  of  land  taken  and  damages 
to  remainder  of  the  tract,  but  declares  that 
the  amount  of  damages  to  be  paid  the  own- 
er shall  be  determined  and  assessed  without 
regard  to  benefits."  In  the  case  at  bar, 
therefore,  the  appellant  is  not  entitled  to 
diminish  the  damages  that  arise  by  reason 
of  the  land  actually  taken,  or  to  the  residue 
of  the  land,  by  any  benefits  received  by  the 
appellee  on  account  of  the  construction  of 
the  railroad. 

Complaint  is  made  that  the  lower  court 
permitted  certain  witnesses  to  testify  rela- 
tive to  the  value  of  certain  lands  in  the 
neighborhood  of  these  lands.  The  testi- 
mony thus  admitted  related  to  lands  sim- 
ilar to  the  lands  included  in  this  suit,  or 
with  explanations  sufiicient  to  show  the  dif- 
ference between  market  value  of  such  lands. 
This  evidence  was  admissible  by  way  of 
comparison,  in  order  to  show  the  market 
value  of  the  lands  involved  in  this  litiga- 
tion, and  we  find  no  prejudicial  error  in 
permitting  the  introduction  of  any  of  the 
testimony.  Complaint  is  also  made  of  some 
remarks  of  counsel  for  appellee  in  his  argu- 
ment to  the  jury;  but  on  examination  of 
those  remarks  we  find  nothing  that  in  our 
opinion  gave  any  undue  advantage  to  ap- 
pellee, and  therefore  the  argument  was  not 
prejudicial. 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  testi- 
mony in  this  case,  the  instructions  given, 
and  the  instructions  refused,  and  we  have 
found  no  error  in  the  trial  of  the  ca8»  that 
was  prejudicial. 

There  was  sufficient  evidence  to  sustain 
the  verdict  of  the  jury  in  the  amount  of 
the  damages  which  they  assessed. 

The  judgment  is  aflinued. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
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yVILLIAM  J.  CARLEY,  Appt, 

T. 

E.  N.  OFFUTT  et  al 

(—  Ky.  — ,  124  8.  W.  280.) 

AVarchoaseman  —  care  ^  weevU  —  !■• 
(ecting  wheat. 

1.  A  warehouseman,  whether  public  or 
private,  who  has  received  wheat  for  etomge 
in  a  separate  bin,  is  not  liable  for  injury  to 
it  by  weevil,  if,  after  discovering  that  the 
warehouse  had  become  infected  and  notify- 
ing the  bailor  to  remove  the  wheat,  he  used 
the  care  for  its  protection  which  might  be 
expected  of  a  person  of  ordinary  prudence. 
Same  ^  moving  property  —  ctiarge. 

2.  A  warehouseman,  whether  public  or 
private,  who,  after  discovering  weevil  is 
the  building,  notifies  one  for  whom  he  ia 
storing  wheat  of  the  trouble,  and  asks  him 
to  remove  his  wheat  to  permit  a  disinfec- 
tion of  the  building,  may,  in  ease  the  latter 
refuses  to  do  so,  remove  the  wheat  and  idd 
the  reasonable  cost  of  doing  so  to  the  stor- 
age charges. 

Same  —  right  to  close. 

3.  A  warehouseman,  whether  public  or 
private,  may  close  his  warehouse  to  all 
patrons. 

Same  —  statutory  regulations  —  adver- 
tisement. 

4.  A    statutory     provision    requiring   a 


Sote.  —  JLiabUity  of  warehouaetnan  for 
injury  to  agricultural  products  ty 
weevil. 

But  one  other  case  has  been  found  where 
damage  to  grain  occurred  through  the  worlc 
of  weevils,  and  in  that  instance  it  was  us- 
derstood  and  agreed  that  the  place  of  stor- 
age was  not  to  be  employed  as  an  ordinirv 
warehouse,  and  that  the  grain  should  be 
kept  constantly  on  the  move.  In  the  case 
referred  to  (8.  C.  Trufant  Commission  Ca 
V.  Yazoo  k  M.  Valley  R.  Co.  Ill  La.  633, 
36  So.  792)  the  plaintiff  delayed  in  shippiij 
certain  wheat  promptly  from  the  defenii- 
ant's  elevator,  as  it  had  agreed,  and  mean- 
time the  wheat  became  weevil-eaten.  The 
plaintiff  was  held  to  have  been  at  fault  for 
the  delay  in  moving  the  grain,  so  that  the 
liability  of  the  defendants  for  the  injury  br 
weevils  was  not  in  issue.  As  to  this  ques- 
tion the  court  said:  "We  have  no  right  to 
suppose  from  anything  shown  by  the  record 
that  the  existence  and  presence  of  weerils 
in  the  wheat  at  a  later  period  were  due  to 
anj'tliing  done,  or  omitted  to  have  been 
done,  by  the  defendant  in  the  interval.  The 
testimony  in  the  record  shows  that  the 
weevils  were  due  to  causes  which  antedated 
the  receipt  of  the  wheat  in  the  elevator,  and 
that  they  would  have  developed  in  the 
wheat  even  if  it  had  been  delivered  before 
to  the  plaintiff;  that,  had  it  been  received 
in  due  time  on  sliiiA>oard,  it  would  have 
been  affected  before  it  reached  Europe  for 
sale." 
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wareliouseman  to  advertise  the  fact  that  the 
warehouse  has  become  infected  does  not  ap- 
ply in  case  of  grain  stored  in  a  separate 
bin,  the  owner  of  which  has  knowledge,  or 
is  personally  notified,  of  the  trouble. 

]  •■',,■■..  (January  6,   1910.) 

AFPEAIi  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Scott  County 
in  plaintiffs'  favor  in  an  action  bniugbt  to 
recover  compensation  for  handling  wheat 
which  defendant  refused  to  remove  from 
their  warehouse  after  weevil  had  appeared 
in  the  building.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Samuel  M.  Wilson  and  W.  8. 
Kelly,  for  appellant: 

Their  own  wheat  having  gotten  out  of  con- 
dition first,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  plain- 
tiffs at  once  to  isolate  and  remove  such 
wheat,  and,  failing  to  do  that,  they  became 
responsible  for  the  contamination  of  defend- 
ant's wheat  by  the  weevil  communicated 
from  their  wheat ;  and,  if  it  was  defendant's 
duty  to  remove  his  wheat  within  a  reason- 
able t4me  after  notice,  and  he  failed  to  do 
so,  the  only  damage  recoverable  by  the 
plaintiffs,  as  long  as  defendant's  wheat  re- 
mained in  good  condition,  was  the  storage 
charges  at  the  agreed  rate  per  month  per 
bushel,  and  if  the  presence  of  weevil  in  de- 
fendant's wheat  was  due  to  the  negligence 
.  of  plaintiffs,  they  could  recover  no  more 
than  storage  charges,  even  after  defendant's 
wheat  got  out  of  condition. 

Hazeltine  v.  Weld,  73  N.  Y.  166;  30  Am. 
&  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  68, 69,  62 ;  Mack- 
lin  V.  Frazier,  9  Bush,  3;  Farmer  v.  Greg- 
ory, 78  Ky.  476  J  St.  Losky  v.  Davidson,  6 
Cal.  644;  McSherry  v.  Blanchfleld,  68  Kan. 
310,  76  Pac.  121;  Holt  Ice  ft  Cold  Storage 
Co.  v.  Arthur  Jordan  Co.  25  Ind.  App.  314, 
67  N.  E.  575. 

Mr.  B.  M.  lice  for  appellees. 

Uobson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Offutt  &  Blackburn  own  and  operate  a 
whpr,t  elevator  at  Georgetown.  William  J. 
Carley  owns  and  operates  a  flour  mill  there. 
On  July  20,  1906,  he  stored  with  them  6,400 
bushels  of  wheat  in  a  special  bin,  by  which 
it  was  kept  separate  from  other  wheat,  and 
they  executed  to  him  the  following  writing: 

Georgetown,  Kentucky,  July  20,  1906. 
Received  in  store  from  William  Carley 
5,400  bushels  wheat,  in  special  bin,  which 
we  will  deliver  to  said  William  Carley,  or 
order,  upon  presentation  of  this  receipt 
properly  indorsed,  on  payment  of  charges. 
Tliis  property  is  held  for  the  owner  in  store 
2r,  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


at  his  risk  as  to  fire  or  depreciation  from 
that  cause. 

6,400  bushels.  Offutt  ft  Blackburn. 

Agreed  rate  of  charges:  One  month  or 
fraction  thereof,  1  ^;  3  months,  per  month 
per  bushel,  1  4;  after  3  months  or  fraction 
thereof,  per  mo.,  i  c. 

They  had  in  the  elevator  a  large  quantity 
of  wheat  of  their  own.  In  the  early  spring 
of  1907  they  discovered  weevil  in  some  of 
their  wheat.  The  usual  way  of  getting  wee- 
vil out  of  wheat  is  to  run  it  through  a  fan 
and  blow  them  outj  but  when  this  is  done 
they  get  into  the  building  and  are  liable  to 
get  into  other  wheat  in  it.  So  Offutt  ft 
Blackburn  at  once  notified  Carley  that  they 
had  discovered  weevil  in  their  wheat,  and 
requested  him  to  take  his  wheat  out  of  the 
elevator  before  it  became  infected.  It  was 
customary  to  move  all  the  wheat  in  the  ele- 
vator at  stated  times,  and  they  desired  to 
give  him  the  opportunity  to  take  his  wheat 
out  before  it  was  moved  again,  so  that 
there  would  be  less  danger  of  loss.  He  had 
the  same  trouble  at  his  mill.  It  was  a  bad 
year  for  weevil,  and  he  declined  to  take  the 
wheat  out,  insisting  that  they  should  keep 
it,  ajB  wheat  was  then  down  and  he  could 
not  sell  it  for  the  price  he  asked.  A  month 
or  so  after  this  they  found  that  the  weevil 
had  gotten  into  his  wheat  and  so  notified 
him.  He  then  requested  them  to  bring  him 
a  sample  of  his  wheat,  which  was  done,  and 
after  he  looked  at  the  sample  he  still  re- 
fused to  take  his  wheat  out,  saying  it  was 
not  hurt  much.  They  did  tiie  best  they 
could  with  the  wheat,  and,  he  still  refusing 
to  move  it,  they  finally  ran  it  out  into  a 
warehouse,  and  brought  this  suit  against 
him,  asking  the  court  to  make  the  proper 
orders  for  their  protection.  An  agreement 
was  then  made  by  which  the  wheat  was  sold, 
and  the  rights  of  the  parties  were  to  be  liti- 
gated in  the  action..  There  was  a  loss  of 
something  over  $2,000  on  the  wheat;  and 
by  his  answer,  wliich  he  made  a  counter- 
claim, Carley  sought  to  hold  Offutt  ft  Black- 
bum  liable  for  the  injury  done  to  the  wheat 
by  the  weevil. 

There  was  some  conflict  in  the  testimony 
on  the  flnal  trial.  The  evidence  for  Carley 
tended  to  show  that  Offutt  ft  Blackburn  did 
not  give  him  notice  of  the  condition  of  the 
wheat,  and  that  they  did  not  exercise  ordi- 
nary care  in  taking  care  of  it;  but  the 
weight  of  the  evidence  shows  the  facts  as 
above  stated.  The  court  instructed  the  jury 
in  substance:  (l)-That  they  should  And 
■for  the  plaintiffs  the  amount  of  storage  due 
them  under  the  contract,  and,  if  it  was  nec- 
essary to  remove  the  wheat  from  the  ele- 
vator, and  they  gave  Carley  notice  to  re- 
move his  wfieat,  and  he  refused  to  remove  it 
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in  a  reasonable  time,  the  jury  should  also 
allow  OfTutt  A.  Blackburn  the  reasonable  ex- 
penses they  incurred  in  removing  the  wheat; 
(2)  that  if  OtTutt  &  Blackburn  negligently 
stored  or  handled  the  wheat,  so  that  it  be- 
came infected  with  weevil,  they  should  find 
for  Carley  on  his  counterclaim  the  differ- 
ence between  the  market  value  of  the  wheat 
as  delivered  to  them  and  as  injured  by  the 
weevil;  (3)  that  they  should  offset  their 
findings  under  1  and  2,  and  find  a  verdict 
for  the  party  who  was  entitled  to  the  dif- 
ference; (4)  that  the  plaintiffs  were  bqund 
to  use  such  care  as  an  ordinarily  careful 
and  prudent  person  engaged  in  the  business 
of  warehouseman  would  use  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  that  the  failure  to  use  such 
care  was  negligence.  Under  these  instruc- 
tions the  jury  found  for  Offutt  &  Blackburn, 
and  Carley  appeals. 

It  is  insisted  for  appellant  that  Offutt  & 
Blackburn  were  public  warehousemen;  that 
as  such  they  were  bound  to  receive  all  grain 
that  was  tendered  them,  and  that,  if  Carley 
had  taken  his  wheat  out  of  the  elevator,  he 
could  have  required  them  immediately  to 
receive  it  back;  and  that  therefore  he  was 
under  no  obligation  to  take  the  wheat  out 
of  the  elevator  when  notified  to  do  so.  It 
is  insisted  for  Offutt  &,  Blackburn  that  they 
were,  private  warehousemen;  that  by  the 
written  contract  they  agreed  to  put  Carley's 
wheat  in  a  special  bin  and  keep  it  at  so 
much  a  month,  and  that  therefore  they  could 
terminate  the  arrangement  at  any  time  on 
a  month's  notice.  We  do  not  find  it  neces- 
sary to  determine  whether  Offutt  &  Black- 
burn were  public  or  private  warehousemen. 
In  either  event  they  were  not  insurers.  They 
were  only  bound  to  use  ordinary  care  to 
protect  the  property  committed  to  them. 
They  were  not  responsible  for  an  injury  to 
the  property  which  could  not  be  guarded 
against  by  ordinary  care.  Macklin  v.  Fra- 
zior,  9  Bush,  .3;  30  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d 
ed.  p.  46,  and  cases  cited;  American  Brew- 
ing Asso.  V.  Talbot,  141  Mo.  674,  64  Am. 
St.  Rep.  538,  42  S.  W.  679.  Thus,  it  has 
been  held  that,  if  the  contents  of  barrels 
stored  in  a  warehouse  have  been  diminished 
by  leakage,  the  warehouseman  is  not  liable, 
unless  it  is  shown  that  the  loss  was  due  to 
his  negligence  (Taussig  v.  Bode,  134  Cal. 
260,  54  L.R.A.  774,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  250,  66 
Pac.  269), and  that  he  is  not  liable  for  in- 
jury from  rats,  when  he  has  taken  the 
proper  precautions  to  prevent  it  (Taylor  v. 
Secrist,  2  Disney  [Ohio]   299). 

Carley's  wheat  was  not  mixed  with  other 
wheat  in  the  elevator.  It  was  kept  separate. 
When  it  was  discovered  that  weevil  had 
made  its  appearance  in  the  elevator,  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  owners  to  use  ordinary 
care  to  eradicate  the  trouble  and  to  pre- 
■-:,  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


vent    its    being    conununicated  to   Car1e}''3 
wheat;  but  when  he  allowed  his  wheat  to 
remain  in  the  elevator  after  they  had  used 
all  the  precautions  they  could  and  had  noti- 
fied him  of  the  trouble,  thus  giving  him  an 
opportunity  to  remove  his  wheat  from  the 
danger,  he  cannot  ccHnplain  unless  they  after 
this  failed  to  use  such  care  for  its  protec- 
tion as  may  be  expected  of  a  person  of  or- 
dinary prudence  under  the  circumstances.  If 
he   had  them   withdrawn  his   wheat  from 
the  elevator,  the  proof  is  clear  that  he  would 
have  sustained  no  substantial  loss.    The  losa 
which  followed  was  due  to  his  refusal  to  re- 
move his  wheat,  insisting  that  he  had  llie 
right  to  allow  it  to  remain  and  require  Of- 
futt &  Blackburn  to  furnish  him  as  good 
wheat  when  demanded  as  he  had  put  in  the 
elevator.    The  written  contract  which  they 
made  with  him  simply  bound  them  to  keep 
the  wheat  in  store  in  a  special  bin  and  de- 
liver it  to  him  on  demand.    The  law  added 
to  the  written  contract  the  implied  under- 
taking that  they  would  use  ordinary  care 
in  keeping  it,  and  deliver  it  to  him  in  sucli 
a  condition  as  it  would  be  if  kept  with  ordi- 
nary care.    The  law  did  not  make  them  in- 
surers that  the  wheat  would  remain  in  tlie 
condition  in  which  it  was  delivered  to  them, 
or  that  no  weevil  or  other  vermin  would 
get  into  it.    There  is  no  question  in  this  ca» 
about  a  limitation  of  their  common-law  lia- 
bility.     Their    common-law    liability   vaf 
simply  to  use  ordinary  care  in  keeping  the 
wheat.    If  Carley  had  withdrawn  his  wheat 
from  the  elevator  after  it  became  infected 
with  weevil,  and  before  it  was  injured,  he 
could  not  have  required  them  to  receive  it 
hack  from  him,  for  he  could  not  have  re- 
quired them  to  receive  into  the  elevator  in- 
fected wheat;  and  when  their  elevator  lie- 
came   infected   with   weevil,   they   had  the 
right  to  close  it,  whether  they  were  public 
or  private  warehousemen,  so  as  to  disinfect 
it,  for  in  its  infected  condition  it  was  sot 
fit  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  intended.     To  this  end  they  had  the 
right  to  require  all  wheat  in  it  to  be  remor>>d 
by  the  owners  after  reasonable  notice  to  >lo 
so,  and,  when  Carley  failed  to  remove  his 
wheat,  they  had  the  right  to  remove  it  and 
add  the  reasonable  cost  of  doing  so  to  their 
storage  charges.     They  could  not  properly 
put  other  wheat  into  it  when  thus  infected; 
and  when  all  the  wheat  except  his  was  re- 
moved,   Carley  could   not   require  them  to 
keep  the  elevator  open  for  him  indefinitely. 
Tho  common  law  attaches  no  such  liability 
to  a  warehouseman's  contract.     Like  other 
contracts  for  an  indefinite  time,  the  contract 
of  a  warehouseman  may  be  terminated  by 
him  on  reasonable  notice,  and  a  public  ware- 
houseman, no  less  than  a  private  one,  ni.iy 
close  his  warehouse  to  all. 
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Section  4794,  Ky.  Stat.  (RusscH's  Stat. 
§  2503),  only  contemplates  a  liability  for 
neglect  on  tlie  part  of  the  warehousemen  in 
cases  like  this.  Among  other  things  that 
section  provides:  "Any  warehouseman  guil- 
ty of  any  act  of  neglect,  the  effect  of  which 
is  to  depreciate  property  stored  in  a  ware- 
house under  bis  control,  shall  be  held  re- 
sponsible as  at  common  law."  The  previous 
part  of  the  section,  as  to  notice  in  a  daily 
paper  if  the  grain  becomes  out  of  condition, 
only  applies  to  grain  that  is  not  stored  in 
a  separate  bin.  The  purpose  of  the  adver- 
tisement is  to  reach  the  owners  of  the  grain ; 
but  when  the  grain  is  stored  in  a  separate 
bin,  and  the  owner  is  known,  as  in  this 
ca!>e,  this  part  of  the  section  has  no  appli- 
cation. 

There  was  no  substantial  error  in  the  ad- 
mission of  evidence,  the  case  was  fairly  sub- 
mitted to  the  jury  by  the  instructions,  and 
the  great  weight  of  the  testimony  sustains 
their  verdict.  On  the  whole  case,  we  see  no 
reason  for  disturbing  the  judgment. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


WASHINGTON  ST7PREME:  COtmT. 

EDITH  KRIEG,  Respt, 

V. 

JAMES    HAMILTON    LEWIS    and    Wife, 
Appts. 

(—  Wash.  — ,  105  Pac.  483.) 

Homestead  —  commnnlty  —  state  law. 

].Anil  acquired  by  a  married  man  under  the 
homestead  laws  of  the  United  States  be- 
comes subject  to  the  community  laws  of  the 
state  where  it  is  located,  and,  upon  the 
death  of  the  wife,  the  descent  of  her  inter- 
est will  be  governed  by  its  laws. 


(December  6,  1009.) 


APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  San  Juan 
County  in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  an  undivided  one-half  in- 
terest in  certain  lands.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion.  | 

Mr.  James  B.  Howe,  for  appellants: 

The  title  conveyed  by  the  patent  of  the 
United  States  to  the  plaintiff's  father  did 
not  depend  upon  the  laws  of  the  state  of 
Washington,  but  depended  upon  the  law  of 
the  United  States. 

McCune  v.  Essig,  109  U.  8.  382,  50  L.  ed. 
237,  26  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  78;  Hall  v.  Hall,  41 
Wash.  186,  111  Am.  St.  Rep.  1016,  83  Pac. 
108;  Cunningham  v.  Krutz,  41  Wash.  100, 
7  L.RJi.(N.S.  )067,  83  Pac.  109. 

Messr&  Ii.  J.  Invln  and  Marlon  Ed- 
wards, for  respondent: 

Land  acquired  under  public  grants  impos- 
ing some  burden  by  way  of  consideration 
and  as  a  condition  precedent  becomes  com- 
munity property  when  taken  by  a  married 
man. 

Scott  V.  Ward,  13  Cal.  459;  Crochet  v.  Mc- 
Camant,  IIG  La.  1,  114  Am.  St.  Rep.  638, 
40  So.  474. 

Dunbar,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  material  findings  of  fact,  which  are 
not  excepted  to,  and  on  which  this  appeal 
is  based,  are,  briefly,  as  follows:  Martin 
Phillips,  and  his  wife,  Ellen,  were  married 
in  the  year  1872,  and  plaintiff,  their  only 
child,  was  born  August  13,  1884.  Said  Phil- 
lips, with  his  wife,  about  January  19,  1882, 
settled  and  took  up  his  residence  on  the  land 
in  controversy  in  this  action  while  the  land 
was  a  part  of  the  public  domain,  for  tho 
purpose  of  making  the  same  their  home  and 
acquiring  title  thereto  under  the  homestead 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  they  contin- 
ued to  reside  upon  said  lands  and  cultivated 
the  same  until  the  year  1888.    On  January 


Hole.  —  AppUcabiUti/  of  the  comtnunitf/- 
property  laws  of  the  state  to  real 
property  acquired  from  the  Federal 
government. 

This  note  does  not  include  cases  passing 
upon  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  courts 
where  fraud  has  been  practised  upon  citi- 
zens of  the  state  in  the  procurement  by  other 
parties  of  a  patent  from  the  government. 

Although  the  courts  have  not  frequently 
had  occasion  to  pass  directly  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether,  after  the  title  to  public  lands 
passes  to  an  individual,  the  lands  become 
subject  to  the  community-property  laws  of 
the  state,  that  they  do  become  so  subject 
has  undoubtedly  been  assumed  in  many 
cases;  for  such  community  laws  have  un- 
questionably boon  applied  many  times  to 
lands  which  were  obtained  from  the  Federal 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


government,  through  the  homestead  laws  or 
otherwise,  without  the  question  presented  in 
the  foregoing  case  being  raised. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  gather  the 
cases  like  David  v.  Rickabaugh,  32  Iowa, 
540,  which,  in  disposing  of  questions  relat- 
ing to  public  lands,  said  incidentally  that 
public  lands  are  governed  by  the  regulations 
established  by  Congress  until  the  title  has 
finally  passed  from  the  government.  Such 
statements  are  merely  dicta  upon  the  ques- 
tion under  discussion,  although  perhaps 
they  are  some  authority  for  the  conclusion 
that  after  the  title  has  passed  from  the  gov- 
ernment to  an  individual,  the  lands  are  then 
subject  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the 

For  example  in  McCord  t.  Hill,  104  Wis. 
457,  80  N.  W.  735,  the  court  said:  "It  is 
only   after   the   United   States   has    parted 
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19,  1882,  Phillips  filed  his  application  to 
enter  said  lands  as  a  homestead,  complied 
with  the  homestead  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  on  November  9,  1883,  commuted 
bis  homestead  entry  by  making  cash  pay- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  made  the  neces- 
sary proof  of  settlement,  residence,  and  cul- 
tivation, and  received  his  final  homestead 
certificate.  On  June  20,  1884,  patent  to 
said  lands  from  the  United  States  was  is- 
sued to  said  Phillips  under  the  homestead 
laws.  On  February  24,  1888,  while  Phillips 
and  his  wife  were  still  residing  upon  said 
lands,  the  said  Ellen  Phillips  died  intestate, 


leaving  surviving  her  her  said  husband, 
Afartin  Phillips,  and  her  child,  Edith  Phil- 
lips, plaintiff  in  this  action,  but  no  other 
child  or  descendant  of  any  other  child. 
Thereafter  the  said  Martin  Phillips  married 
Ills  second  wife,  Susan  Phillips,  and  on  tbe 
15th  day  of  May,  1890,  said  Martin  Phil- 
lips and  Susan  Phillips,  by  deed  of  convey- 
ance dated  and  acknowledged  May  15,  1890, 
conveyed  to  the  defendant  James  Hamilton 
Lewis  the  lands  in  controversy  in  this  ac- 
tion. The  said  James  Hamilton  Lewis  hu 
since  married  the  defendant  Rose  L.  Lewis. 
Upon  these  facts  the  court  found  as  eonclu- 


with  its  title,  and  the  individual  has  be- 
come vested  with  it,  that  the  equities  on 
which  he  holds  it  may  be  enforced.  .  .  . 
Such  being  the  law,  a  complaint  which  seeks 
to  have  the  court  adjust  equities  between 
rival  claimants  to  government  land  is 
fatally  defective  if  it  fails  to  show  that  the 
title  has  become  vested  in  the  individual 
against  whom  it  is  sought  to  enforce  sup- 
posed equities." 

The  statement  in  Wilcox  v.  Jackson,  13 
Pet  498,  10  L.  ed.  264,  which  is  cited  in 
Kbieo  v.  Lewis,  that  whenever  the  title  to 
publio  land  has  passed,  it  becomes  subject, 
like  all  other  property,  to  state  legislation, 
was  quoted  with  approval  in  Irvine  v. 
Marshall,  20  How.  558,  15  L.  ed.  994;  but 
in  both  of  these  cases  the  real  question  be- 
fore the  court  was  whether  or  not  the  title 
had  actually  passed. 

A  few  cases  have  passed  squarely  upon 
the  question,  and  upheld  the  decision  in 
Kbtkg  t.  Lbwis. 

Thus,  in  Curiy  v.  Wilson  (Wash.)  107 
Pac.  307,  where  it  was  claimed  that,  as  the 
government  had  given  a  patent  of  the  lands 
to  tho  husband,  the  state  had  no  power  to 
say  that  the  land  belonged  to  anyone  other 
than  the  patentee,  the  court  said:  "The 
right  of  the  state  to  fix  the  character  of 
property  acquired  by  its  citizens  and  the 
terms  under  which  it  shall  be  holden  is  a 
right  of  sovereignty,  and  a  matter  in  which 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  can  have 
no  concern." 

And  in  Jaoobson  v.  Bunker  Hill  &■  8.  Min. 
&  Concentrating  Co.  3  Idaho,  120,  28  Pac. 
396,  it  was  held  that  mining  property  ac- 
quired in  that  state  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  during  coverture  was  com- 
munity property.  Tlic  court  stated  that  the 
question  was  a  novel  one  in  that  •state. 

And  in  Kromer  v.  Friday,  10  Wash.  621, 
32  L.R.A.  671,  39  Pac.  229,  it  was  held  that 
land  obtained  under  a  homestead  claim  is, 
in  effect,  taken  by  purchase,  within  the  in- 
tent of  the  Washington  community-prop- 
erty laws,  so  that  the  wife  has  community 
rights  therein.  And  the  court  said  that 
this  view  was  adopted  ih  the  case  of  Phil- 
brick  T.  Andrews,  8  Wash.  7,  35  Pac.  358, 
although  the  point  was  not  there  contested. 

In  the  Kromer  Case,  however,  it  is  to  be 
noted  that  there  was  no  dispute  as  to  wheth- 
er the  state  laws  or  the  Federal  laws  ap- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


plied,  but  the  question  was  merely  whether 
the  property  was  separate  or  community, 
withm  the  meaning  of  the  state  laws. 

In  the  following  cases  the  state  com- 
munity laws  were  applied  to  lands  acquired 
from  the  United  States,  the  only  question 
being  whether  the  land  was  community  or 
separate  property:  Lake  v.  Lake.  S2'CaI. 
428;  Morgan  v.  Lones,  78  Cal.  58,  20  Pac 
248,  second  appeal,  80  Cal.  317,  22  Pac 
253;  Morgan's  Succession,  12  La.  Ann.  153; 
Simien  v.  Perrodin,  35  La.  Ann.  931 ;  Gard- 
ner T.  Burkhart,  4  Tex.  Civ.  App.  590,  23 
8.  W.  709. 

In  a  few  cases  a  contrary  view  has  been 
taken,  but  these  decisions  turn  upon  the 
wording  of  the  act  of  Congress  under  which 
the  land  was  acquired. 

Thus,  where,  under  the  timber  act,  by 
which  the  purchaser  acquired  his  title  to  the 
land,  he  was  required  to  file  a  statement 
to  the  effect  that  the  title  acquired  would 
not,  in  whole  or  in  part,  inure  "to  the 
benefit  of  any  person  except  himself,"  the 
court  in  Gardner  v.  Port  Blakelv  Mill  Co. 
8  Wash.  1,  35  Pac.  402,  said:  'TVe  know 
of  no  case  where  the  point  in  question  has 
been  decided,  but,  in  the  light  of  the  provi- 
sion of  the  act  itself  and  the  practice  of 
the  government  in  allowing  husband  and 
wife  to  each  make  application  under  the 
act,  sufficient  authority  is  afforded,  in  our 
opinion,  for  holding  that  land  so  acquired 
is  the  separate  property  of  the  person  ac- 
quiring it;  and,  it  being  an  act  of  Congress, 
it  take  precedence  of  our  laws  relating  to 
the  acquisition  of  community  property." 

And  this  decision  was  held  to  be  conclu- 
sive upon  a  similar  question.  James  v 
James,  51  Wash.  60,  97  Pac.  1113,  98  Pac. 
1115. 

And  in  Harris  ▼.  Harris,  71  Cal.  314,  12 
Pac.  274,  it  was  held  that  where  the  neces- 
sary occupation  of  the  land  was  initiated 
by  a  woman  before  her  marriage,  and  com- 
pleted thereafter,  the  property  so  acquired 
became  the  separate  property  of  the  wife 
by  reason  of  the  pre-emption  laws,  which 
provided  tliat  if  she  made  any  agreement 
whereby  the  title  to  be  acquired  should  in- 
ure "in  whole  or  in  part  to  the  benefit  of 
any  person  except  herself,"  the  claim  should 
be  void. 

Section  2322  of  the  Revised  Statutes  ot 
the  United  States,  which  creates  the  right 
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sioDS  of  law  that  the  plaintiff,  Edith  Phil- 
lips, was  entitled  to  a  decree  declaring  that 
she  was  the  owner  of  an  undivided  one-half 
interest  in  the  above-described  land,  subject 
to  the  lien  in  favor  of  the  defendant  James 
Hamilton  Lewis  for  one  half  of  the  amount 
of  taxes  which  he  had  theretofore  paid,  with 
interest  thereon,  and  that  plaintiff  is  enti- 
tled to  have  said  lands  partitioned  and  her 
share  thereof  set  off  and  allotted  to  her  in 
severalty,  subject  to  the  lien  of  said  James 
Hamilton  Lewis  for  said  taxes  and  interest 
aforesaid.     The  defendants  excepted  to  the 


conclusions  of  law,  and  appealed  from  the 
judgment  rendered. 

It  is  contended  by  the  appellants  that  the 
error  of  the  superior  court  consisted  in  as- 
suming that  the  title,  conveyed  by  the  pat- 
ent of  the  United  Sates  to  the  father  of  the 
respondent,  depended  upon  the  laws  of  the 
state  of  Washington, instead  of  upon  the  laws 
of  the  United  States.  If  such  construction  as 
this  was  placed  upon  the  laws  by  the  supe- 
rior court,  it  was  evidently  a  wrong  con- 
struction; but  such  is  not  the  case,  nor  was 
this  the  question  at  issue.    It  was  decided 


of  a  locator  of  mining  claims,  vests  the 
property  rights  of  the  claim  as  the  sole 
property  of  the  locator,  and  the  community 
laws  of  the  state  are  not  applicable  thereto. 
Phoenix  Min.  &  Mill.  Co.  v.  Scott,  20  Wash. 
48,  64  Pac.  777. 

A  royal  grant  or  gift  to  either  of  the 
spoiuea  did  not,  under  the  Spanish  laws,  pass 
into  the  community.  Wilkinson  v.  Ameri- 
can Iron  Mountain  Co.  20  Mo.  122. 

Land  granted  under  the  colonization  laws 
of  Mexico  to  married  men  become  their 
separate  property.  Scott  v.  Ward,  13  Cal. 
468;  Noe  v.  Card,  14  Cal.  676;  Fuller  v. 
Ferguson,  26  Cal.  546;  Wilson  t.  Castro,  31 
Cal.  433. 

A  Mexican  land  warrant  issued  by  the 
United  States  to  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican 
War  is  a  gift,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute  making  property  acquired  by  a  hus- 
band by  gift  after  marriage  his  separate 
property,  and  not  community  property. 
Hatch  V.  Ferguson,  33  L.R.A.  759,  15  C.  C. 
A.  201,  29  U.  S.  App.  651,  68  Fed.  43. 

The  decision  in  McCune  v.  Essig,  199  U. 
S.  382,  50  L.  ed.  237,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  78, 
which  is  cited  in  the  foregoing  opinion,  es- 
tablished the  doctrine  that  until  the  title 
to  a  homestead  is  complete,  the  law  of  the 
Federal  government  applies,  and  that  the 
doctrine  of  relation  cannot  successfully  be 
invoked  to  confer  any  right  or  interest  in 
the  land  under  the  operation  of  the  state 
laws  upon  the  heirs  of  a  deceased  member  of 
the  community,  as  against  the  survivor  to 
whom  the  patent  has  been  issued.  Other 
cases  upon  this  question  are  collected  in  a 
note  to  Cunningham  v.  Krutz,  7  L.R.A. 
(N.8.)  987;  but,  as  is  pointed  out  in  Kiueo 
v._  Lewis,  those  cases  present  an  entirely 
different  question,  and  are  not  authority 
upon  the  question  under  discussion. 

A  number  of  cases  have  directly  held 
that  after  the  title  to  public  land  passes 
to  the  individual,  the  authority  of  the  gov- 
ernment ceases,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the 
state  immediately  attaches.  Although  those 
cases  do  not  involve  tenure  under  the  com- 
munity laws  of  state,  some  of  them  will  be 
cited,  as  the  holding  seems  broad  enough 
to  cover  that  form  of  tenure. 

Thus,  in  Camp  v.  Smith,  2  Minn.  155, 
Gil.  131,  the  court  says:  "The  state  can 
never  concede  to  Congress  the  right  to  pre- 
scrible  to  the  actual  purchaser  of  public 
lands  within  their  limits,  the  mode,  man- 
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ner,  or  time  in  which  he  shall  enjoy  the  land 
purchased.  The  Federal  government  may 
regulate  the  terms  on  which  it  will  give 
land  to  the  citizen,  fix  the  price  for  which 
it  shall  be  sold,  and  give  preference  to  cer- 
tain purchasers,  but  when  the  terms  of  the 
gift  are  complied  with,  or  the  purchase 
money  paid,  the  gift  or  purchase  is  com- 
plete; Congress  has  then  exhausted  the 
power  over  the  public  lands  reserved  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
sovereignty  of  the  state  immediately  at- 
taches." 

And  in  State  v.  Bachelder,  6  Minn.  223, 
Gil.  178,  80  Am.  Dec.  410,  the  court  said 
that  the  moment  the  sale  by  the  United 
States  government  is  completed  and  the 
title  secured  by  the  purchaser,  the  land  en- 
ters into  the  general  mass  of  the  property 
of  the  state,  relieved  from  all  control  of 
the  Federal  government  whatsoever,  save 
such  as  is  incident  to  the  general  relation 
of  the  state  to  the  Federal  Union.  And  this 
decision  was  followed  in  State  v.  Stevens,  5 
Minn.  521,  Gil.  416,  in  which  the  same  ques- 
tions were  involved. 

So,  in  Cannon  v.  White,  16  La.  Ann.  85, 
it  was  held  when  the  title  to  the  land  in 
controversy  had  passed  from  Congress,  and 
the  land  no  longer  formed  part  of  the  pub- 
lic domain,  the  pretensions  of  the  litigants 
to  the  land  must  be  determined  by  the  state 
laws  and  judicature. 

So,  also,  in  Ott  v.  Soulard,  9  Mo.  581,  the 
court  held  that  when  a  right  or  title  to  land 
had  passed  from  the  government  to  individ- 
uals, the  state  courts  had  the  right  to  pro- 
tect the  individuals. 

And  in  Miller  v.  Donahue,  96  Wis.  498, 
71  N.  W.  900,  the  court  held  that,  upon  the 
issuance  of  the  patent,  the  land  became  sub- 
ject to  the  laws  of  the  state  in  relation  to 
taxation,  and  to  sale  and  conveyance  in  case 
of  nonpayment  of  taxes. 

Where  the  Federal  government  had  issued 
a  patent  upon  lands  the  title  to  which  had 
already  passed  to  another,  the  court  in  John- 
son V.  Fluetsch,  176  Mo.  452,  75  S.  W.  1005, 
said  that  when  the  title  passes  from  the  gov- 
ernment, the  state  courts  have  jurisdiction 
to  determine  the  controversy  between  the 
adverse  claimants  thereto.  And  this  deci- 
sion was  quoted  with  approval  and  followed 
in  Wilcox  v.  Phillips,  190  Mo.  288,  87  S.  W. 
886. 
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in  McCune  v.  Essig,  199  U.  S.  382,  50  L.  ed. 
237,  26  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  78,  which  case  is  re- 
lied upon  by  appellants,  that  the  interest 
which  arises  in  an  entryinan  by  his  entry, 
who  can  fulfil  the  conditions  of  settlement 
and  proof  in  case  of  his  death,  and  to  whom 
the  title  passes,  depended  upon  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  not  upon  the  state 
laws;  but  it  was  also  decided  in  that  case, 
sustaining  the  doctrine  announced  in  Wil- 
cox V.  Jackson,  13  Pet,  498,  10  L.  ed.  264, 
that,  whenever  the  question  is  whether  title 
to  land  which  had  been  the  property  of  the 
United  States  has  passed,  that  question 
must  be  resolved  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States;  but  that  whenever,  according  to  those 
laws,  the  title  shall  have  passed,  then,  like  all 
other  property,  it  is  subject  to  state  legisla- 
tion. In  that  case  the  plaintiff  was  the 
daughter  of  a  deceased  homestead  settler, 
who  died  shortly  after  the  homestead  en- 
try and  long  before  the  time  elapsed  for 
final  proof,  and  before  final  proof  or 
issuance  of  patent,  the  claim  in  that 
case  being  that  the  patent  related  back 
to  the  homestead  filing,  and  the  doc- 
trine of  relation  was  denied  by  the  Supreme 
Court  in  that  case ;  but  the  other  doctrine  is 
just  as  firmly  announced;  viz.,  that  when 
the  title  shall  have  passed  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  then  subject  to  state 
legislation.  In  that  case  it  will  be  noticed 
that  there  was  no  community  in  existence  at 
the  time  the  proof  was  made  and  patent  is- 
sued, for  the  community  had  been  dissolved 
by  the  death  of  one  of  the  spouses;  but  in 
this  case,  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  title  passed  while  the  community 
was  in  existence.  The  United  States  had 
no  further  concern  in  relation  to  the  title 
of  the  property  after  it  had  established  it 
in  the  person  who  was  entitled  to  it  un- 
der the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  when 
that  was  done  the  laws  of  the  state  operated 
upon  the  property,  and  the  legislature  was 
not  in  any  way  acting  in  contravention  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  when  it  under- 
took to  regulate  it  and  determine  its  owner- 
ship. 

The  cases  from  this  court  cited  by  the  ap- 
pellants, viz.,  Hall  V.  Hall,  41  Wash.  186, 
111  Am.  St.  Rep.  1016,  83  Pac.  108,  and 
Cunningham  t.  Krutz,  41  Wash.  100,  7 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  967,  83  Pac.  109,  simply  fol- 
low the  rule  laid  down  in  McCune  v.  Essig, 
supra,  and  the  facts  in  those  cases  brought 
them  within  the  rule  there  announced,  the 
patent  having  issued  after  the  dissolution  of 
the  community.  This  question  has  been  gone 
into  at  length  by  the  cases  just  cited,  so 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  discuss  again 
the  principles  there  announced. 
The  judgment  will  be  affirmed. 

Rudkin,   Ch.  J.,  and  Parker,  Monnt, 
and  Crow,  JJ.,  concur. 


liOUISIANA  SUPREBIE  COURT. 

NEW  ENGLAND  MUTUAL  LIFE  IXSUR 
ANCE  COMPANY,  Appt., 

V. 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS  et  aL 

(121  La.  1067,  47  So.  27.) 

Taxation  — bank  deposits  —  foreign  cor- 
poration. 

1.  Moneys  realized  in  the  course  of  t 
business  carried  on  in  this  state  by  a  for- 
eign corporation  through  a  local  agent,  and 
deposited  daily  in  one  of  the  banks  of  this 
state  for  transmission,  are  taxable  in  this 
state.  The  average  daily  balance  is  situated 
here,  and  is  taxable. 

Same  —  alternative  relief. 

2.  An  alternative  demand  for  reduction 
of  assessment  may  be  cumulated  with  a  de- 
mand for  cancelation. 

Same  —  reduction  —  amount  —  petition. 

3.  Plaintiff  cannot  ask  for  a  greater  rr-- 
duction  tlian  that  prayed  for  in  the  peti- 
tion. 

(June  22,  1908.) 


Headnotes  by  Pbovostt,  J. 


ffote.  —  BarOe  deposit  to  credit  of  %ion- 
resident  of  the  state  as  subject  of 
local  property  taxation. 

The  general  question  as  to  when  a  debt 
may  have  a  situs  for  purposes  of  taxation, 
apart  from  the  domicil  of  the  creditor,  is 
discussed  in  notes  to  Monongahela  River 
Consol.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  v.  Board  of  Asses- 
sors, 2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  637,  and  Johnson 
County  V.  Hewitt,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  493.  As 
general  deposits  in  a  bank  to  the  credit  of 
nonresidents  represent,  not  tangible  prop- 
erty within  the  state,  but  a  mere  indebted- 
ness, it  is  clear  that  in  general,  and  in  the 
absence  of  any  circumstances,  other  than 
the  location  of  the  bank  (the  debtor)  with- 
in the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  taxinj; 
power,  to  give  them  a  local  situs,  they  fall 
within  the  general  principle  stated  in  those 
notes,  that  the  sole  sitru  of  a  debt  for  the 
purposes  of  taxation  is  at  the  domicil  of 
the  creditor;  and  hence  are  not  subject  to 
local  taxation  in  the  state  where  the  bank  is 
located.  Pyle  v.  Brenneman,  60  C.  C.  A. 
409,  122  Fed.  787;  Clason  v.  New  Orleans, 
46  La.  Ann.  1,  14  So.  306;  Pendleton  v. 
Com.   (Va.)  05  S.  E.  536. 

There  are  other  cases,  like  San  Francisco 
V.  Lux,  64  Cal.  481,  2  Pac  254,  not  within 
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APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Civil  District  Court  for  the  Pariah 
of  Orleans  in  defendants'  favor  in  an  action 
for  the  cancelation,  or  in  the  alternative 
for  the  reduction,  of  a  tax  aaseaament  on 
certain  bank  deposits.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Dendgre  &  Blalr  and  Henry  H. 
Chaffe,  for  appellant: 

The  only  casli  that  is  taxable  is  the  aver- 
age balance  in  bank  at  the  end  of  each 
day. 

Swift  ft  Co.  V.  Board  of  Assessors,  115  La. 
321,  3G  So.  1006. 

The  bank  balance  is  only  in  the  state  tem- 
porarily, and  should  be  considered  as  be- 
ing t»  transitu,  and  therefore  not  taxable. 

Clason  V.  New  Orleans,  40  La.  Ann.  1, 
14  So.  300. 


Mr.  Harry  P.  Snced,  with  Messrs.  F. 
O.  Zacbari£,  George  H.  Terrlberry,  and 
H.  Garland  Duprd,  for  appellees: 

The  plaintiff  is  estopped  from  asking  for 
a  reduction  in  the  assessment  for  failure 
to  make  a  return. 

Wclty,  Assessments,  p.  291,. §  150;  Hil- 
Hard,  Taxn.  p.  321,  §  57,  note  2;  Desty, 
Taxn.  433,  453,  note  8;  Cooley,  Taxn.  3d 
cd.  610;  Gray,  Limitations  of  Taxing  Power, 
p.  604,  $  1218,  note  7a;  Glidden  v.  Harriiig- 
t<>n,  189  U.  S.  255,  47  L.  ed.  708,  23  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  574,  affirming,  170  Mass.  480,  88 
.\ni.  St.  Rep.  013,  01  N.  E.  54;  Coventry  Co. 
V.  Assessors,  10  R.  L  240,  14  Atl.  877;  Re 
Newport  Reading-Room,  21  R.  I.  443,  44 
Atl.  511;  State,  Washington  Bldg.  &  L. 
Asso.  Prosecutor,  v.  Hornbacker,  42  N.  J. 
L.   635;    Griggsby  Constr.   Co.   v.   Frcc:uan, 


the  scope  of  this  note,  which  support  this 
proposition  as  between  different  counties  in 
the  same  state. 

It  is  equally  clear,  however,  that  under 
some  circumstances  they  fall  within  the 
e.\ception  to  thnt  general  principle,  which  ob- 
tains when  credits  belonging  to  nonresidents 
are  held  within  the  state  for  purposes  of  in- 
vestment or  reinvestment,  or  for  use  in  a 
business  conducted  within  the  state. 

The  real  question  involved,  therefore,  is 
What  circumstances  are  necessary  to  give 
such  deposits  a  local  situs  for  taxation, 
apart  from  the  domicil  of  the  owner  t 

The  decision  in  New  ENOLANn  MuT.  L. 
Ins.  Co.  v.  Board  of  Asscssobs  seems  to 
carry  the  doctrine  of  local  situs  somewliat 
beyond  the  point  indicated  by  the  majority 
of  the  cases  dealing  with  credits  due  to 
nonresidents,  since  the  deposits  which  were 
there  held  subject  to  local  taxation  were 
made  simply  for  convenience  of  transmis- 
sion, and  so  far  as  appears  were  not  in- 
tended to  be,  and  were  not  in  fact,  drawn 
against  for  any  purposes  of  the  business 
iu  Louisiana. 

A  contrary  conclusion  upon  a  very  similar 
state  of  fact  was  reached  by  the  Federal 
court  sitting  in  Louisiana,  in  New  York  L. 
Ins.  Co.  v.  Board  of  Assessors,  158  Fed. 
462,  holding  that  average  balances  repre- 
senting premiums  collected  for  a  New  York 
life  insurance  company,  deposited  in  a  New 
Orleans  bank  for  transmission  only, — a 
statement  of  the  day's  deposits  being  mailed 
every  evening  from  the  New  Orleans  oftiet- 
to  the  New  York  office,  and  a  draft  being 
drawn  by  the  New  York  office  on  Thursday 
of  each  week  for  the  entire  amount  of  the 
account  as  shown  in  the  daily  statements  of 
the  past  week,  and  no  one  having  the  right 
to  draw  upon  the  account  for  use  in  con- 
nection with  the  local  business, — were  not 
taxable  in  Louisiana.  Perhaps,  however, 
the  circumstance  that  the  entire  amount 
was  drawn  each  week  is  sufficient  to  dis- 
tinguish this  case. 

A  case  very  much  like  the  Federal  case, 
both    in    its    facts    and    its    conclusion,    is 


V.  Newark,  62  N.  J.  L.  74,  40  Atl.  573,  hold- 
ing that  moneys  averaging  the  weekly 
amount  of  $4,500,  belonging  to  a  New  York 
life  insurance  company,  representing  pre- 
miums collected  on  policies,  deposited  iu  a 
New  Jersey  bank  in  the  name  of  a  local 
superintendent  for  the  company,  were  not 
subject  to  taxation,  either  as  tlie  personal 
property  of  the  superintendent  or  of  the 
company,  it  appearing  that,  at  the  end  of 
each  week,  the  superintendent  transmitted 
the  entire  amount  of  money  so  collected  and 
deposited  by  his  check,  to  the  company  at 
its  home  office  in  New  York,  no  use  what- 
ever being  made  of  such  money  in  New  Jer- 
sey. 

Formerly,  tlie  courts  of  Louisiana  were 
less  inclined  than  now  to  assign  a  local 
situs  for  taxation  to  deposits  to  the  credit 
of  a  nonresident. 

Thus,  in  Clason  v.  New  Orleans,  40  La. 
Ann.  ],  14  So.  306,  money  standing  to  tlio 
credit  of  a  nonresident  firm  on  the  books  of 
a  New  Orleans  bank  was  held  not  subject 
to  taxation  in  Louisiana,  it  appearing  that 
the  only  business  done  for  the  firm  in  that 
state  was  the  purcliase  of  cotton  and  its 
shipment  thence  to  the  house,  and  that  tlie 
local  agent,  in  paying  for  the  cotton,  was  ac- 
customed to  draw  bills  of  exchange  which  he 
deposited  in  bank  and  against  which  he 
drew  checks,  though  he  sometimes  sold  the 
exchange  to  parties  other  than,  the  banV, 
the  proceeds  in  that  event  being  deposited 
in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  firm,  and 
checks  drawn  against  the  same  to  pay  for 
the  cotton.  The  court  said  that  it  could 
not  distinguish  between  the  debt  due  to  tlio 
foreign  firm  by  a  bank  as  arising  from  a  de- 
posit to  the  credit  of  the  firm  in  money 
and  that  due  to  it  from  any  other  cause. 
Tliis  case,  however,  has  been  distinguished 
and  limited  if  not  overruled,  by  later  cases. 

Thus,  Pnrkcr  v.  Strauss,  40  La.  Ann.  117.1, 
22  So.  329,  it  was  held  that  cash  in  bank 
to  the  credit  of  a  foreign  firm  which  con- 
ducted a  large  business  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  as  cotton  buj-ers  was  subject  to 
taxation,  it  appearing  that  the  firm  had  a 


State,  Metropolitan  L.  Ins.  Co.,  Prosecutor,    local  office,  that  the  cotton  purchased  was 
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108  La.  437,  58  L.R.A.  340,  32  So.  300; 
Santa  Clara  County  v.  Southern  P.  R.  Co. 
0  Sawy.  1C5,  18  Fed.  410;  Sanford  v.  Poe, 
00  L.R.A.  041, 16  C.  C.  A.  305,  37  U.  S.  App. 
378,  69  Fed.  552;  Hagar  v.  Reclamation 
Dist.  No.  108,  111  U.  S.  710,  28  L.  ed.  672, 
4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  663. 

Provosty,   J.,   delivered   tlie   opinion   of 
the  court: 
The  plaintiff  company  is  a  corporati 


.ion 


created  under  the  laws  of  Massacbnsetti. 
It  18  domiciled  in  Boston,  and  does  a  life 
insurance  business  in  this  state  through  a 
local  agent.  For  the  year  1900  it  was  as- 
sessed as  follows:  "Money  in  possession  on 
deposit  or  in  hand  $4,000." 

It  contests  the  assessment  on  the  ground 
that  it  has  no  money  in  this  state,  exc-.pt 
such  as  is  in  course  of  transmis^sion,  aud 
therefore  not  situated  in  this  state,  and, 
in  consequence,  not  taxable  in  this  state; 


shipped  to  the  firm,  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
on  them  negotiated,  and  funds  thus  pro- 
vided to  pay  for  the  cotton  purchased.  It 
was  also  stated  immediately  following  the 
statement  as  to  the  method  of  paying  for 
the  cotton,  that  the  firm  had  a  bank  account 
in  which  they  deposited  the  proceeds  of 
the  exchange,  and  checked  on  it  for  pur- 
,  poses  incident  to  the  business  conducted  in 
the  state,  as  well  as  for  remittances  to  the 
Arm  at  its  foreign  domicil.  Whether  the 
"purposes"  meant  were  merely  those  al- 
ready referred  "to,  or  included  other  pur- 
poses, is  not  clear.  If  the  former,  it  is  not 
apparent  how  the  case  is  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  Clason  Case.  In  reply  to  the 
citation  of  that  case  by  the  parties  contest- 
ing the  tax,  the  court  merely  said  that  the 
decision  in  Liverpool  ft  L.  &  O.  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Board  of  Assessors,  44  La.  Ann.  760,  10 
L.R.A.  56,  11  So.  91  <not  involving  a  bank 
deposit)  was  of  more  direct  application,  and 
further  remarked  that  the  principle  of  the 
decision  in  the  Bluefield  Case,  infra,  ap- 
plied to  the  case  at  bar.  The  court  add- 
ed: "We  cannot  hold  that  cash  thus  liable 
to  taxation  is  exempted  because,  for  con- 
venience, it  is  deposited  in  bank  and  checked 
on  by  the  owner.  It  would  be  a  strain 
to  apply  to  the  deposited  cash  the  exemp- 
tion from  taxation  accorded  to  debts  in  their 
ordinary  signiiicance  due  to  the  foreign  cred- 
itor." 

In  the  Blueflelds  Banana  Co.  v.  Board 
of  Assessors,  49  La.  Ann.  43,  21  So. 
627  (referred  to  in  the  last  case),  a 
foreign  corporation  had  a  local  agent  in 
New  Orleans  who  received  and  sold  fruit, 
and  received  the  price  for  the  same,  part 
of  the  proceeds  being  withheld  in  his 
hands  for  purposes  incidental  to  the  pros- 
ecution o/  the  business,  and  part  de- 
posited to  the  credit  of  the  company  sub- 
ject to  the  check  of  the  local  agent.  It  was 
also  stated  that  the  company  transacted 
business  in  New  Orleans  precisely  as  did 
resident  business  men  and  firms.  It  was 
held  that  the  cash  in  bank  to  the  credit  of 
the  firm  was  subject  to  assessment.  The 
court  said'  that  the  decision  in  the  Clnson 
Case  rested  upon  the  special  facts  involved 
in  that  case.  It  added  that  the  unconstitu- 
tionality of  the  act  was  not  pleaded,  and 
that  it  saw  no  unconstitutional  feature  in 
it;  that  the  rule  mobilia  seguuntur  person- 
am is  a  fiction  of  law,  not  renting  of  itself 
upon  any  constitutional  foundation,  and  giv- 
ing way  before  express  laws  destroying  it  in 
any  given  case  where  constitutional  require- 
ments themselves  do  not  stand  in  the  way. 
".0  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


So,  money  belonging  to  a  nonresident, 
colle«ted  as  interest  and  principal  of  notes, 
mortgages,  and  other  securities  kept  within 
the  state,  and  deposited  within  one  of  the 
banks  of  the  state  for  use  and  reinvestment, 
is  taxable,  uilder  the  Louisiana  statute  de- 
claring that  all  bills  receivable  or  credits 
belonging  to  a  nonresident  within  the  state 
are  assessable  within  the  state  and  at  the 
business  domicil  of  such  nonresident,  his 
agent,  or  representative.  New  Orleans  v. 
Stempel,  175  U.  6.  309,  44  L.  ed.  174,  20 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  110  (reversing  decree  of  Unit- 
ed States  circuit  court. 

Money  on  deposit  in  local  banks  at  the 
assessing  dates,  representing  the  income 
froiA  a  local  branch  of  a  mercantile  agency 
whose  principal  office  and  managing  trust- 
ees were  located  in  another  state,  was  held 
subject  to  taxation,  under  the  Kentucky 
statute  declaring  that  all  personal  estate 
within  the  state  shall  be  subject  to  taxa- 
tion, notwithstanding  that  the  statute  was 
construed  not  to  apply  to  property  of  non- 
residents when  in  the  state  temporarily, 
and  notwithstanding  that  balances  over  cur- 
rent expenses  were  remitted  monthly  to 
the  New  York  office.  It  appeared  in  this 
case,  as  one  of  the  circumstances  tending  tu 
show  that  the  property  in  question  was  rot 
merely  temporarily  within  the  state,  that 
the  income  from  the  local  office  was  about 
$40,000  annually.  Com.  v.  R.  G.  Dun  &  Co. 
126  Ky.  108,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  920,  102  S. 
W.  859. 

The  notes  referred  to  at  the  beginning  of 
the  present  note  may  be  consulted  for  fur- 
ther discussion  as  to  the  circumstanc<>s  un- 
der which  credits  owned  by  nonresidents 
nmy  be  assigned  a  local  situs  for  taxation 

Cases  like  Blackstone  v.  Aliller,  188  U.  S. 
180,  47  L.  ed.  439,  23  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  277,  and 
Re  Houdayer.  150  N.  Y.  37,  34  L.R.A.  235. 
55  Am.  St.  Rep.  642,  44  N.  E.  718,  holding 
that  a  succession  or  transfer  tax  may  be 
exacted  in  respect  of  a  deposit  in  a  local 
bank  to  the  credit  of  a  nonresident  estate, 
as  "property  within  the  state,"  are  not 
within  the  scope  of  this  note,  as  the  subject 
of  the  tax  is  the  transfer  or  succession,  and 
not  the  property. 

Cases  like  People  ex  rel.  Burke  v.  Wells, 
184  N.  Y.  275,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  905,  121 
Am.  St.  Rep.  840,  77  N.  E.  19,  holding  that 
bank  deposits  to  the  credit  of  foreign  cor- 
porations doing  business  within  the  state 
are  subject  to  taxation  as  capital  employed 
within  the  state  are  also  beyond  the  scope 
of  this  note. 
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also,  on  tlie  ground  that  the  asseasment  ii 
at  all  events  excessive.  It  prays  fur  can- 
celation, and  in  the  alternative  for  reduc- 
tion to  $689.17. 

The  facts  are  these:  The  premiums  col- 
lected by  the  local  agent  for  the  plaintiff 
company  are  deposited  in  bank  daily  as 
collected,  to  the  credit  of  an  account  kept 
in  the  name  of  "Horace  P.  McLean,  General 
Agent."  They  are  remitted  to  the  home 
company  weekly,  not  integrally,  however. 
A  balance  is  always  maintained  to  the 
credit  of  the  account.  The  amount  of  this 
balance  is  not  proved.  The  general  agent, 
the  only  witness  examined,  was  tmable  to 
say  what  it  was. 

We  think  these  bank  deposits  are  taxable. 
This  money  has  been  realized  in  the  course 
of  a  business  done  in  this  state.  General 
Electric  Co.  y.  Board  of  Assessors, 
(recently  decided),  121  La.  116,  46 
So.  122.  In  that  respect  it  is  dis- 
tinguishable from  the  bank  deposits  in- 
volved In  the  case  of  Clason  v.  New  Orleans, 
46  La.  Ann.  1,  14  So.  300.  It  cannot  be 
said  to  be  transient,  since  the  average 
amount  is  constantly  here,  and  what  is  as- 
sessed is  this  average  amount,  and  not  the 
amount  on  deposit  at  any  particular  time. 
Section  7,  Revenue  Law  (Act  No.  170,  p. 
360,  of  1808).  The  constantly  flowing  river 
is  as  permanent  as  the  fixed  mountain. 

The  amount  of  this  average  was  sought 
to  be  proved  in  support  of  the  demand  for 
reduction  of  the  assessment;  but  the  evi- 
dence was  ruled  out,  on  the  ground  that  a 
suit  for  reduction  cannot  be  joined  by  way 
of  alternative  to  a  suit  for  cancelation; 
also,  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff,  not 
having  made  a  return  of  its  property  to 
the  board  of  assessors,  as  required  by  law, 
was  estopped,  under  §  25  of  the  Revenue 
Law  (Act  No.  170,  p.  360,  of  1898),  from 
contesting  the  amount  of  the  assessiment. 

No  reason  is  suggested  for  the  ruling  sus- 
taining the  first  ground,  and  we  cannot 
think  of  any.  The  second  ground  was  im- 
properly sustained,  since  the  estoppel  in 
question  was  not  pleaded.  The  contention 
that  the  making  of  the  objection  was  in  it- 
self a  sufficient  pleading  of  the  estoppel  can 
hardly  be  serious. 

For  taking  evidence  on  the  demand  in  re- 
duction, the  case  will  have  to  be  remanded. 

Defendant  contends  that  plaintiff  is  es- 
topped from  asking  for  a  greater  reduc- 
tion than  that  asked  fur  in  the  petition,  or 
for  a  reduction  below  the  amount  named  in 
the  application  for  cancelation  addressed 
to  the  defendant  board.  This  contention  is 
good  as  to  the  petition.  No  greater  relief 
can  be  given  plaintiff  than  that  asked  for 
in  the  petition.  But  in  the  application  for 
cancelation  plaintiff  did  not  fix  any  particu- 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


lar  amount,  but  merely  stated,  not  with  a 
view  to  reduction  (there  was  no  prayer  for 
reduction),  but  merely  by  way  of  argument 
in  support  of  the  application  for  cancelation, 
that  "there  never  is  $4,000  in  bank;  scarce- 
ly ever  more  than  $2,000."  This  is  very 
far  from  being  an  admission  that  the  aver- 
age amount  of  the  bank  account  throughout 
the  year  was  $2,000. 

Judgment  set  aside,  suit  for  cancelation 
of  assessment  dismissed,  and  case  remanded 
for  the  restricted  purpose  of  trial  of  the 
demand  for  reduction  on  the  present  plead- 
ings. Defendant  to  pay  costs  of  appeal; 
other  costs  to  abide  result  of  suit. 

Breanz,  Ch.  J,,  concurs. 


WASHINGTON  SUPREME  COUKT. 

STATE  OP  WASHINGTON,  Respt, 

v. 

SYLVESTER  KEPHART,  Appt. 

(—  Wash.  --,  100  Pac.  165.) 

Witness  —  hnsband  and  wife  —  burning 
wife's  bnildlng. 

A  provision  in  a  statute  forbidding  a  wjfe 
to  testify  against  her  husband,  that  it  shall 
not  apply  to  a  criminal  action,  or  proceed- 
ing for  a  crime  committed  by  one  against 
the  other,  does  not  operate  to  render  the 
wife  a  com|)etcnt  witness  in  a  proceeding 
against  him  for  burning  her  buildings. 

(January  8,  1010.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of    the    Superior    0>urt    for-  Douglas 
County  convicting  him  of  arson.    Reversed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Section  5904,  2  Ballinger's  Anno.  Codes 
&  Statutes,  provides  that  "the  following  per- 


Note.  ^  A  search  reveals  no  other  re- 
ported cases  passing  upon  the  question  of  the 
competency  of  one  spouse  as  a  witness 
against  the  other  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
latter  for  arson  in  setting  fire  to  the  for- 
mer's property. 

Hutchason  v.  State,  67  Ind.  449;  Byrd  v. 
State,  57  Miss.  243,  34  Am.  Kep.  440;  and 
Ray  V.  State,  43  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  234,  64  S. 
W.  1057,  were  prosecutions  for  arson  in 
which  the  competency  of  a  spouse  as  a  wit- 
ness was  decided,  but  the  property  burned 
belonged  to  third  parties. 

Upon  the  general  question  of  the  com- 
I^ctency  of  a  husband  or  wife  as  a  witness 
against  the  other  in  criminal  prosecutions, 
see  notes  to  State  v.  Woodrow,  2  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  862,  and  State  v.  Orth,  22  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  240. 

Arson  by  one  spouse  burning  the  property 
of  another  is  the  subject  of  the  note  ap- 
pended to  State  V.  Shaw,  21  L.R.A. (N.S.)  27. 
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sons  filiall  not  \te  examined  as  witnesses:  1 
A  husband  shall  not  be  examined  for  or 
against  his  wife,  without  tlie  consent  of  tlie 
wife,  nor  a  wife  for  or  against  her  liusband 
without  the  consent  of  the  liusband;  nor 
sliall,  either,  during  marriage  or  afterwards, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other,  be  ex- 
amined as  to  any  communication  made  by 
one  or  the  other  during  marriage.  But  this 
exception  shall  not  apply  to  a  civil  action 
or  proceeding  by  one  against  the  otlier,  nor 
^  to  a  criminal  action  or  proceeding  for  a 
«rime  committed  by  one  against  the  other." 

Messrs.  W.  J.  Canton  and  Reneau  A 
Clapp,  for  appellant: 

Arson  is  a  distinct  offense  against  the 
structure  or  properly,  and  not  in  any  man- 
ner a  crime  against  the  person. 

McClaine  v.  Territory,  1  Wash.  345,  26 
Pac.  453;  State  v.  Biles,  0  Wash.  18G,  33 
Pac.  347. 

The  testimony  of  the  wife  was  incompe- 
tent. 

Bassett  v.  United  States,  137  U.  S.  490, 
34  L.  ed.  732,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Kep.  105;  State 
V.  KnifTen,  44  Wash.  485,  120  Am.  St.  Rep. 
1009,  87  Pac.  837,  12  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  113; 
People  y.  Langtree,  04  Cal.  259,  30  Pac.  813. 

The  act  is  simply  declaratory  of  wliat 
the  law  would  be  if  there  were  no  codes. 

People  V.  MuUings,  83  Cal.  138,  17  Am. 
St.  Rep.  223,  23  Pac.  229. 

At  common  law  neitlier  husband  nor  wife 
was  a  competent  witness  in  a  criminal  ac- 
tion against  the  other,  except  in  cases  of 
I^ersonal  violence,  by  the  one  upon  the  other. 

Stein  V.  Bowman,  13  Pet  209,  222,  10  L. 
ed.  129,  135. 

Mr.  Sam  B.  Hill,  for  respondent: 

Tlie  statute  is  not  declaratory  of  tlie  com- 
mon law. 

13  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  430;  20  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  529;  Murphy  v. 
Ganey,  23  Utah,  633,  00  Pac.  100;  Dumas 
V.  State,  14  Tex.  App.  404,  40  Am.  Rep. 
241 ;  Frankenthal  v.  Solomonson,  20  Wash. 
400,  44  L.R.A.  311,  72  Am.  St.  Rep.  110,  55 
Pac.  754;  30  Am.  &.  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed. 
p.  059,  note  4;  People  v.  Langtree,  04  Cal, 
259,  31)  Pac.  813;  McClaine  v.  Territory,  1 
Wash.  345,  25  Pac.  453;  Wigmore,  Ev.  §§ 
2228,  2245. 

Cliadwick,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

On  the  night  of  August  22,  1908,  a  barn 
belonging  to  Mildred  Jane  Kephart  was 
burned.  Appellant,  the  husband  of  the  com- 
plaining witness,  was  arrested  on  the  next 
day,  and  was  thereafter  brought  to  trial. 
The  wife  was  sworn  as  a  witness,  and  testi- 
fied, over  the  objection  of  appellant,  the 
learned  trial  judge  observing:  "Under  the 
29  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


terms  of  our  statute  I  bold  the  true  rule  to 
be  that  where  the  husband  is  on  trial  for  an 
alleged  offense  which,  if  committed,  was  of 
such  a  nature  that  it  did  not  affect  the 
rights  of  the  wife  in  a  manner  difTerent 
from  that  of  other  members  of  the  general 
body  of  society,  then  the  wife  is  not  a  com- 
petent witness  against  the  husband,  without 
his  consent.  But  in  all  cases  where  the 
offense  charged  is  of  such  a  nature  that,  if 
committed,  it  was  a  direct  and  specific  in- 
vasion of  the  wife's  personal  or  property 
rights,  then  the  wife  is  a  competent  witness 
against  her  husband."  A  careful  reading  of 
the  testimony  confirms  the  observation  of 
the  prosecuting  attorney  that,  without  the 
testimony  of  the  wife  of  the  defendant,  no 
conviction  can  be  had.  In  the  ease  of  State 
y.  KnifTen,  44  Wash.  485,  120  Am.  St.  Rep. 
1009,  87  Pac.  837,  12  A.  A  E.  Ann.  Caa.  113, 
a  bigamy  case,  the  statute  (§  5994,  Balling- 
er's  Anno.  Codes  &  Statutes  [§  940,  Pierce's 
Code] ) ,  which  disqualifies  a  wife  as  a  wit- 
ness against  her  husband,  was  un<Ar  con- 
sideration. After  noting  the  conflict  of  au- 
thority in  the  application  of  this  st.itute. 
the  court  said:  "In  Bassett  v.  United 
States,  137  U.  S.  406,  34  L.  ed.  762.  il 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  165,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  considered  the  cases  cited 
above  from  Minnesota,  Texas,  Iowa,  and 
Nebrasica,  and  concluded  that  a  statute 
similar  to  our  own  was  but  an  afTirmatinn 
of  the  common-law  rule,  and  that  polygamy 
was  a  crime  against  the  marriage  relation, 
and  not  one  committed  by  one  spouse 
against  tlie  other.  While  much  may  lie 
said  in  favor  of  the  position  that  bigamy. 
adultery,  and  kindred  crimes  are  committe<l 
by  one  spouse  against  the  other,  yet  t'le 
weight  of  authority  seems  to  be  opposed  to 
that  rule.  30  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed. 
p.  956.  We  therefore  feel  bound  to  hold 
that  in  this  case  the  court  erred  in  permit- 
ting the  first  wife  to  testify  against  her 
accused  husband."  We  have  been  treatel 
to  a  scholarly  discussion  of  this  subjert 
by  the  prosecuting  attorney,  who  reviews 
the  history  of  our  statute,  and  undertake: 
to  make  plain  that  the  words,  "nor  in  a 
criminal  action  or  proceeding  for  a  crime 
committed  by  one  against  the  other,"  were 
used  advisedly,  and  with  intent  to  change 
tlie  rule  of  the  common  law  and  of  the 
statutes  in  some  of  the  other  states  wherein 
it  is  expressly  provided  that  a  husband  or 
wife  shall  not  testify  for  or  against  each 
other,  "except  with  the  consent  of  both  or 
in  case  of  criminal  violence  upon  one  by 
the  other."  This  court,  in  company  with 
most  respectable  authority,  has  decided  that 
such  statutes  are  declaratory  of  the  com- 
mon law.  This  being  so,  tl-e  wife  could 
not  testify  in  any  case  to  which  tlie  has- 
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band  was  a  party,  unless  the  case  falls 
'witliiq  some  statutory  exception  to  the  rule 
itself. 

The  point  is  made  that  §§  7004  and  7098, 
Ballinger's  Anno.  Codes  &  Statutes  (§§ 
1597,  1601,  Pierce's  Code),  defining  the 
crime  of  arson,  and  providing  tliat  a  mar- 
ried woman  "who  shall  commit  the  crime 
.  .  .  may  be  convicted  thereof,  and  pun- 
ished therefor,  though  the  property  set  fire 
to  may  belong  partially  or  wholly  to  the 
husband,"  creates  an  exception.  It  is  said 
that  the  latter  section  makes  it  certain  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Code  makers  to 
'  place  the  wife  upon  the  same  plane  of  crimi- 
nal responsibility  as  her  husband  for  every 
arson  committed  by  her,  and  that  the  ration- 
al conclusion  follows  that,  in  order  to  make 
the  statute  effective,  the  husband  must 
have  the  right  to  testify  against  the  wife, 
§  7098  working  as  it  were  an  implied  ex- 
ception to  §  5994,  and  that,  the  bar  being 
raised  in  such  cases  as  to  the  husband,  it 
was  of  course  raised  as  to  the  wife  when 
the  crime  was  committed  under  the  same 
circumstances.  Courts  are  not  warranted 
in  changing  rules  of  evidence  to  meet  some 
theory  of  the  law,  however  attractive  it  may 
be.  The  statute  relied  on  was  passed  be- 
cause it  was  held  in  the  case  of  R.  v. 
March,  1  Moody,  C.  C.  182,  that  a  wife 
was  not  guilty  of  the  crime  of  arson  when 
the  property  destroyed  belonged  to  her  hus- 
band. This  decision  has  no  foundation  in 
reason,  but  it  has  called  for  legislative  ex- 
pression in  most  of  the  states  where  the 
common  law  prevails.  The  decision  did  not 
nor  do  we  know  of  any  statute  enacted  be- 
cause of  it  which  makes  any  exception  to  the 
rule  of  evidence  which  we  now  have  before  us. 
Notwithstanding  the  engaging  argument 
made  by  Mr.  Wigmore  and  some  case  writ- 
ers to  which  we  have  been  referred,  that 
the  application  of  the  common-law  rule 
should  be  outlawed  by  reform,  courts  should 
not  lightly  throw  away  a  rule  which  is  the 
growth  of  a  practical  attempt  to  find  the 
truth,  in  favor  of  a  theory  based  upon  the 
independence  of  a  husband  and  wife  the 
one  of  the  other.  If  there  is  any  reason 
for  tlia  rule  except  in  the  cases  of  personal 
violence,  it  must  exist  in  all  cases,  for  the 
reason  underlying  it  rests,  not  upon  the 
character  of  the  case,  but  upon  the  relation 
of  the  parties.  As  Mr.  Greenleaf,  a  writer 
who  as  contradistinguished  from  Mr.  Wig- 
more  had  met  the  law  in  action,  and  is  re- 
garded as  at  least  equally  competent  as  an 
authority,  has  said:  "The  principle  of  the 
20  LJUA.(N£.) 


law  requires  its  application  in  all  cases 
in  which  the  interest  of  the  otiier  party  is 
involved."  Exceptions  can  only  be  worked 
where,  as  was  said  by  Lord  Mansfield  in 
Bentley  v.  Cooke,  3  Dougl.  K.  B.  422,  there 
is  some  necessity,  "not  a  general  ne- 
cessity, as,  where  no  other  witness 
can  be  had,  but  a  particular  necessity,  as 
where,  for  instance,  the  wife  be  otherwise 
exposed  without  remedy  to  personal  in- 
jury." Public  policy  as  at  present  deQned 
demands,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  sanctity 
and  harmony  of  the  marital  .relation  be 
preserved,  and,  on,  the  other,  it  insists  that 
one  spouse  shall  not  maintain  a  suit,'  or, 
unless  within  a  recognized  exception,  be 
deprived  of  his  liberty  or  his  p»operty  by 
the  testimony  of  the  other.  Experience  has 
taught  us  that  in  most  cases  where  the 
testimony  of  the  husband  or  wife  is  taken 
for  or  against  the  other,  the  truth  is  ob- 
scured and  justice  hoodwinked.  There  is 
nothing  more  dangerous  to  truth  than  tes- 
timony prompted  by  conjugal  affection,  un- 
less it  be  the  echoes  of  a  shattered  home 
where  love  has  flown  and  hatred  broods  ex- 
pectant for  the  fray.  These  are  the  rea- 
sons underlying  the  common-law  rule, — a 
rule  wisely  fixed  to  meet  the  actual  ques- 
tions and  conditions  confronting  society  as 
well  as  the  courts.  It  may  be,  as  counsel 
says,  the  rubbish  of  antiquated  and  su|)er- 
seded  systems  of  jurisprudence,  but  the  time 
has  not  yet  come  when  we  can  with  safety 
substitute  for  the  opinions  of  the  sages  of 
the  law  the  vision  of  the  theorist,  based  up- 
on the  idea  that  husband  and  wife  are  above 
the  restraints  and  influences  of  affection, 
hope,  fear,  jealousy,  and  hatred, — emotions 
sustaining  or  too  frequently  growing  out 
of  the  marriage  relation.  The  rule  niny  lie 
imperfect,  but  it  is  made  to  fit  the  imper- 
fections of  man,  and  has  been  found  to  be 
practical.  Though  justice  may  be  defeated 
in  the  few  cases,  it  is  subserved  in  the 
many.  We  h.»ve  not  discussed  cases  in  this 
opinion.  The  rule  we  adhere  to  is  sus- 
tained by  an  overwhelming  weight  of  au- 
thority. They  may  be  found  in  the  en- 
cyclopedias, digests,  and  text-books.  The 
necessity  for  the  rule  is  familiar  to  every 
practitioner,  and  there  are  few  juilges  who 
will  require  any  authority  or  argument  to 
persuade  them  of  tlie  wisdom  of  the  com- 
mon-law rule. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 

Rudkln,   Ch.  J.,  and  Fnllerton,   Mor- 
ris, and  Gose,  JJ.,  concur. 
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MICHIGAN   STTFRKSIE  COURT. 

RE    ESTATE    OF    GEORGE    HORN,    De- 
ceased. 


FEED  BARTO,  Plff.  in  Err. 

(—  Mich.  — ,  126  N%  W.  696.) 

Will  »•  execntion  —  prematnre    signa- 
ture of  witness. 

T]iat  one  of  the  witnesses  to  a  will  signs 
before  the  testator  does  not  invalidate  the 
instrument,  under  a  statute  requiring  signa- 
ture by  the  testator  and  subscription  in  the 
presence  of  the  testator  by  two  or  more 
competent  witnesses,  where  the  whole  exe- 
cution of  the  instrument  was  part  of  one 
transaction,  and  testator  and  witness  all 
signed  in  the  presence  of  each  other. 

(April  1,  1910.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Wayne 
County  to  review  a  judgment  afiBrming 
a  judgment  of  the  Probate  Court  admitting 
to  probate  the.  will  of  George  Horn,  de- 
ceased.   Aflirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Frank  H.  Dohany  and  Charles 
E.  Dohany,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

The  witness  Hawthorne  was  not  an  at- 
testing witness  as  required  by  statute. 

Schermerhom  v.  Merritt,  123  Mich.  311, 
82  N.  W.  613,  83  N.  W.  405;  Marshall  v. 
Mason,  176  Mass.  217,  79  Am.  St.  Rep.  305, 
67  N.  E.  340;  Brooks  v.  Woodson,  87  Ga. 
380,  14  L.R.A.  160,  13  S.  E.  712;  Jackson 
V.  Jackson,  39  N.  Y.  162;  Laoey  v.  Dobbs,  03 
N.  J.  Eq.  326,  66  L.R.A.  587,  92  Am.  St 
Rep.  667,  60  Atl.  497 ;  Olding's  Case,  2  Curt 


Eccl.  Rep.  865;  Byrd's  Case,  3  Curt.  Ee^:t. 
Rep.  117;  Cooper  v.  Bockett,  3  Curt.  EceL 
Rep.  648;  Shaw  v.  Neville,  1  Jur.  N.  S.  408; 
Ragland  v.  Huntingdon,  23  N.  C.  (1  Ired. 
L.)  563;  Sisters  of  Charity  v.  Kelly,  67  N. 
Y.  409;  Re  McMulkin,  6  Dem.  347;  Pearson 
V.  Pearson,  L.  R.  2  Prob.  &  Dir.  451; 
Fischer  v.  Popham,  L.  R.  3  Prob.  A,  Div. 
240;  Mendell  v.  Dunbar,  169  Mass.  74,  61 
Am.  St  Rep.  277,  47   N.  E.   402. 

A  subsequent  acknowledgment  or  adop- 
tion by  an  attesting  witness  of  his  signa- 
ture cannot  be  held  sufficient  or  equivalent 
to  attestation  of  that  time,  where  his  sig- 
nature was  made  before  that  of  the  testator. 

Hindmarsh  v.  Charlton,  8  H.  L.  Cas.  100; 
Re  Cox,  46  N.  C.  (1  Jones,  L.)  321;  Chase 
v.  Kittredge,  11  Allen,  49,  87  Am.  Dee.  687. 

Messrs.  Bowen,  DoneUis,  &  E^aman. 
for  defendant  in  error: 

The  order  of  signature  of  the  attesting 
witnesses  is  immaterial  where  all  is  part 
of  the  same  transaction. 

Gibson  v.  Nelson,  181  111.  122,  72  Am.  St 
Rep.  264,  54  N.  E.  901 ;  O'Brien  v.  Galaglier, 
25  Conn.  220;  Rosser  v.  Franklin,  6  Gratt. 
1,  52  Am.  Dec.  97 ;  Miller  v.  McNeill,  35 
Pa.  217,  78  Am.  Dec.  333;  1  Redf.  Wills, 
p.  226;  Swift  v.  Wiley,  1  B.  Mon.  114; 
Sechrest  v.  Edwards,  4  Met  (Ky.)  103; 
Upehurch  v.  Upchurch,  16  B.  Mon.  113; 
Kaufman  v.  Caughman,  49  S.  C.  159,  61  Am. 
St  Rep.  808,  27  S.  E.  16;  20  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  p.  210. 

McAlvay,    J.,   delivered   the   opinion   of 

the  court: 

Contestant  appealed  to  the,  circuit  court 
of  Wayne  county  from  the  order  admitting 


Ifote,  —  Signature  of  witnesses  to  tolll 
before  testator  signs  it. 

This  note  is  supplementary  to  the  note 
to  Brooks  V.  Woodson,  14  L.R.A.  160,  which 
collects  the  earlier  cases  on  the  point. 

In  Lane  v.  Lane,  125  Ga.  386,  114  Am.  St. 
Rep.  207,  54  S.  E.  90,  6  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
462,  the  court  adheres  to  its  former  deci- 
sions that  there  is  nothing  to  attest  until 
testator  has  signed  his  name,  and  that  it 
makes  no  difference  that  the  signin;;  and 
attestation  are  each  a  part  of  one  and  the 
same  transaction. 

And  this  was  the  position  taken  in  Mar- 
shall V.  Mason,  170  Mass.  210,  79  Am.  St. 
Rep..  305,  57  N.  E.  340,  following  its  former 
decisions,  and  stating  that  this  rule  is 
founded  on  good  sense  and  the  manifest  in- 
tention of  the  Massachusetts  statute. 

In  Lacev  v.  Dobbs,  63  N.  J.  Eq.  325,  55 
L.R.A.  580,  92  Am.  St  Rep.  667,  60  Atl. 
497,  it  was  stated  that  the  New  Jersey  stat- 
ute with  reference  to  the  manner  of  execut- 
ing wills  was  more  stringent  than  the  Eng- 
lish statute  of  frauds.  And  it  was  held 
that,  under  the  former,  it  was. essential  to 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  validity  of  a  will  that  everything  re- 
quired to  be  done  by  the  testator,  includ- 
ing his  signature  to  the  same,  should  pre- 
cede in  point  of  time  the  subscription  of 
the  testamentary  witnesses. 

In  Rugg  V.  Rugg,  21  Hun,  383,  affirmed 
in  83  N.  Y.  592,  it  was  assumed  that  the 
testator  must  sign  first. 

In  Cutler  v.  Cutler,  130  N.  C.  1,  67  L.R..4. 
209,  89  Am.  St  Rep.  854,  40  S.  E.  680,  th<< 
court  said  it  was  certainly  awkward  and 
illogical  for  the  witnesses  to  sign  a  will 
before  the  testator  signed  it  but  that  this 
would  not  invalidate  the  will  if  the  wit- 
nesses and  the  testator  signed  in  the  pres- 
ence of  each  other  as  a  part  of  one  and  the 
same  transaction. 

And  in  Re  Baldwin,  146  N.  C.  25,  125 
Am.  St  Rep.  466,  59  S.  E.  163,  the  court 
said  that  this  is  a  reasonable  rule. 

This  was  the  rule  approved  and  followed 
in  Re  Shapter,  36  Colo.  678,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
575,  117  Am.  St  Rep.  216,  85  Pac.  688,  and 
in  Gibson  v.  Nelson  and  Kaufman  v.  Caugh- 
man, cited  and  sufficiently  set  out  in  Ri 
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to  probate  the  lait  wiTI  and  testament  of  de- 
oeased.  A  trial  was  bad  in  the  circuit  court, 
which  resulted  in  a  verdict  directed  for  pro- 
ponent. From  a  judgment  entered  upon 
such  verdict,  contestant  has  removed  the 
case  to  this  court  by  writ  of  error  for  re- 
view. 

The  sole  question  presented  in  the  ease 
is  whether  there  was  a  due  and  valid  exe- 
cution of  the  will  presented  for  probate. 
The  testator  died  October  12,  1906.'  Th« 
-will  was  executed  April  4,  1004.  The  tes- 
tator and  the  two  witnesses  to  the  will 
lived  in  the  township  of  Bedford,  Wayne 
county.  The  witness  John  W.  Hawthorne 
kept  a  country  hotel.  The  other  witness, 
Ansel  B.  Pierce,  was  a  farmer  and  a  notary 
public.  He  had  held  township  offices,  and 
"was  accustomed  to  prepare  papers  for  peo- 
ple in  that  community.  On  April  4,  1904, 
Mr.  Pierce,  with  Mr.  Horn,  the  testator, 
came  to  the  hotel  of  Mr.  Hawthorne,  who 
had  known  Mr.  Horn  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  The  testator  was  b  farmer  and  very 
bright.  His  health  appeared  to  be  excellent. 
While  at  his  hotel  on  that  occasion,  Mr. 
Pierce  called  Hawthorne  to  come  and  wit- 
ness a  paper.  He  went  into  the  sitting 
room,  where  Pierce  and  Horn  were,  and 
Pierce  said  to  him  that  Mr.  Horn  had  made 
his  will,  and  wanted  him  to  sign  it  as  a 
'Witness.  Mr.  Horn  told  him  he  was  exe- 
cuting his  will.  He  testifies:  "I  signed  first. 
Mr.  Pierce  showed  me  where  to  sign.  Then 
Mr.  Horn  signed  next.  Then  Mr.  Pierce,  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection.  ...  I 
signed  first,  and  then  Mr.  Horn  made  his 
mark,  And  then  Mr.  Pierce  signed."  Tlie 
signature  of  Mr.  Horn  is  by  his  mark,  which 
this  witness  saw  him  make.  The  record 
shows  that  these  parties  were  together  dur- 
ing the  whole  time,  and  the  signing,  attest- 
ing, and  witnessing  of  this  will  was  one  con- 
tinuous transaction.  The  other  witness  to 
this  will,  Mr.  Pierce,  died  before  the  tes- 
tator. 

The  claimed  irregularity  in  this  execution. 
Is  the  signing  of  Hawthorne  as  a  witness 
before  the  testator  had  signed.  Tlie  record 
shows  that  the  other  witness  signed  immedi- 
ately after  the  testator.  Section  0260,  Comp. 
Laws  1897,  contains  the  statutory  provisions 
relative  to  the  execution  of  wills.  The  ma- 
terial portion  of  the  statute  reads :  "No  will 
made  within  this  state,  except  such  nun- 
cupative wills  as  are  mentioned  in  the  fol- 
lowing section,  shall  be  effectual  to  pass  any 
estate,  whether  real  or  personal,  nor  to 
charge  or  in  any  way  afl'ect  the  same,  unless 
it  be  in  writing  aild  signed  by  the  testator, 
or  by  some  person  in  his  presence  and  by  his 
express  direction,  and  attested  and  sub- 
scribed in  the  presence  of  the  testator  by 
two  or  more  competent  witnesses."  The  au- 
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thorities  are  not  in  harmony  upon  the  ques- 
tion here  presented.  This  court  has  never 
passed  upon  it.  In  the  case  of  Schermer- 
horn  V.  Merritt,  123  Mich.  310,  82  N.  W. 
513,  83  N.  W.  405,  cited  as  authority  by 
contestant,  the  question  was  not  involved. 
An  examination  of  the  original  record  and 
briefs  discloses  quite  the  contrary.  The  wit- 
nesses to  the  claimed  will  signed  at  different 
times.  The  testatrix  and  the  two  alleged 
witnesses  never  met  together.  When  the 
first  witness  signed,  there  was  no  signature 
to  the  paper.  There  was  no  proof  that  her 
name  was  written  by  her  in  the  body  of 
the  instrument.  When  the  second  witness 
signed,  there  was  no  signature  to  the  will 
until  be  told  her  she  must  sign  it  at  the 
bottom  before  he  signed.  In  the  case  at  bar 
no  irregularity  in  the  matter  of  the  exe- 
cution of  the  will  is  claimed  except  the  or- 
der in  which  the  instrument  was  signed  by 
the  testator  and  one  -witness.  We  find 
abundant  authority  holding  that,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  express  statutory  provision,  in  the 
execution,  attestation,  and  witnessing  of 
wills,  the  order  of  signature  is  immaterial, 
where  such  acts  are  a  part  of  one  contin- 
uous and  complete  transaction.  That  there 
is  a  line  of  authorities  holding  the  contrary 
doctrine  has  already  been  stated.  These  au- 
thorities will  be  discussed  later. 

Kentucky  was  among  the  first  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  hold  the  doctrine  that  the  or- 
der of  signing,  attesting,  and  witnessing  a 
will  was  not  material.  The  statute  of  that 
state  of  1797,  relative  to  the  execution,  at- 
testation, and  witnessing  of  wills,  contained 
like  provisions  with  the  same  statute  in  this 
sUte.  In  Swift  v.  Wiley,  1  B.  Mon.  114, 
the  court,  distinguishing  between  the  acts 
of  attestation  and  subscription  of  wills  by 
witnesses,  said:  "Attestation  is  the  act  of 
the  senses.  Subscription  is  the  act  of  the 
hand.  The  one  is  mental  the  other  mechan- 
ical, and  to  attest  a  will  is  to  know  that  it 
was  published  as  such,  .  .  .  but  to  sub- 
scribe a  paper  published  as  a  will  is  only  to 
write  on  the  same  paper  the  names  of  the 
witnesses  for  the  sole  purpose  of  identifica- 
tion. There  may  t>e  a  perfect  attestation  in 
fact  without  subscription.  But,  to  insure 
identity  and  prevent  the  fraudulent  substi- 
tution of  any  other  document  than  that 
which  had  been  published  and  attested,  the 
statute  providently  requires  the  attesting 
witnesses  to  subscribe  their  names  in  the 
presence  of  the  testator.  But  it  does  not 
prescribe  the  order  of  the  attestation  and 
the  subscription;  and  the  attestation  being 
intended  to  prove  that  a  will  had  been  pub- 
lished, but  the  subscription  being  required 
only  to  identify  the  document  which  had 
been  attested  as  a  will ;  whether  the  one  or 
the  other  of  these  acts  shall  have  been  first 
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in  time  cannot  be  cgaential  to  the  objects 
of  tlie  statute  or  the  effect  of  the  publiua* 
tion;  nor  can  it  be  material  whether  the 
names  of  the  attesting  witnesses  or  that  of 
the  testator  shall  have  been  first  subscribed, 
if,  as  in  this  case,  those  witnesses  had  been 
present  when  the  testator  either  wrote  his 
name  or  acknowledged  it  as  his  signature, 
and,  being  called  on  for  that  purpose,  ac- 
tually witnessed  or  attested  that  fact.  Here, 
as  all  three  of  the  subscribing  witnesses 
were  present  at  the  final  publication  of  the 
will,  attested  the  fact  of  signing  and  pub- 
lishing by  the  testator,  and  either  then  sub- 
scribed or  acknowledged  the  subscription  of 
their  respective  names  on  the  same  paper,  so 
as  to  insure  the  identification  of  the  will  as 
then  published  and  attested,  every  purpose 
of  the  statute  has  been  fulfilled,  and  not 
even  a  letter  of  it  violated  or  disregarded. 
.  .  .  Indeed,  were  it  material,  we  might, 
with  obvious  truth  and  propriety,  consider 
the  subscription  of  the  names  of  the  three 
attesting  witnesses,  and  of  that  of  the  tes- 
tator as  one  continuous  series  of  acts  essen- 
tially indivisible  as  to  time;  the  two  first 
witnesses  having  remained  with  the  testator 
until  tliey  had  in  fact  attested  his  subscrip- 
tion and  that  of  the  third  witness,  and,  nil 
being  present  and  attesting  altogether,  the 
final  act  of  publication  and  of  attestation 
and  subscription  as  to  each  and  all." 

A  case  quite  similar  to  the  case  at  bar 
was  decided  in  Virginia  in  1840.  The  briefs 
of  the  attorneys  are  exhaustive  and  worthy 
of  e.xamination.  The  court  in  concluding  its 
opinion  said:  "And,  moreover,  the  fact 
whether  in  the  order  of  time  the  testatrix 
made  her.  mark  before  or  after  the  subscrip- 
tion of  the  witnesses  is,  under  the  circum- 
stances, in  nowise  material,  insomuch  as  the 
whole  transaction  must  be  regarded  as  one 
continuous,  uninterrupted  act,  conducted 
and  completed  within  a  few  minutes,  while 
all  concerned  in  it  continued  present,  and 
during  the  unbroken  supervising  attesting 
nttcntion  of  the  subscribing  witnesses." 
Rosser  v.  Franklin,  6  Gratt.  1,  20,  52  Am. 
Dec.  97.  In  1850  the  same  rule  was  adopted 
in  Connecticut.  The  court  said;  "So  far  as 
the  question  has  lieen  noticed  in  the  Amer- 
ican courts,  the  inclination  seems  to  have 
been  to  consider  the  order  in  which  the  tes- 
tator and  the  witnesses  put  their  names  to 
the  will  as  immaterial,  provided  the  instru- 
ment is  in  all  other  respects  legally  exe- 
cuted. .  .  .  O'he  general  and  regular 
course  undoubtedly  is  for  the  testator,  in 
the  first  place,  to  sign  and  execute  the  will 
on  his  part,  and  then  call  upon  the  witnesses 
to  attest  tlie  execution  by  subscribing  their 
names.  But  wlierc,  as  in  the  present  case, 
witnesses  are  called  to  attest  the  execution  of 
a  will,  and,  being  informed  what  the  instru- 
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ment  is,  subscribe  their  names  thereto  as 
witnesses,  and  the  testator  on  his  part,  and 
in  their  presence,  duly  executes  the  instm- 
ment  as  his  will,  and  all  is  done  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  and  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
fecting the  instrument  as  a  will,  we  «anaat 
say  that  it  is  not  legally  executed,  merely 
because  the  names  of  the  witnesses  were 
subscribed  before  that  of  the  testator." 
O'Brien  v.  Galagher,  25  Conn.  220,  231.  It 
was  held  in  Pennsylvania  in  1860  as  fol- 
lows: "Our  statute  contemplates,  undoubted- 
ly, a  signature  by  the  testator  and  thai  a 
signing  by  witnesses  in  attestation  of  that 
signature,  when  witnesses  subscribe  at  all; 
but  where  a  transaction  consists  of  several 
parts,  all  of  which  occur  at  the  same  mo- 
ment and  in  the  same  presence,  are  we  re- 
quired to  un.do  it  because  they  did  not  occur 
in  the  orderly  succession  which  the  law  con- 
templates T  No  language  of  our  statute  jof 
wills  imposes  any  such  necessity  upon  ns, 
and  we  would  not  decide  anything  so  un- 
reasonable, except  under  stress  of  very  posi- 
tive statutory  language."  Miller  v.  McNeill, 
35  P».  222,  78  Am.  Dec.  333.  The  courts 
of  the  states  mentioned  have  not  departed 
from  the  doctrine  established.  Recent  caeet 
are  found  in  Illinois  and  South  Carolina. 
In  the  Illinois  case  the  cases  above  men- 
tioned are  cited  and  approved  as  holding  the 
more  reasonable  doctrine.  Tlie  court  says: 
"If  all  of  the  several  acts  required  by  the 
statute  are  done  upon  the  same  occasion  in 
the  presence  of  the  testator  and  the  attest- 
ing witnesses,  and  as  said  in  the  case  cited 
above  under  their  unbroken  supervising  at- 
tention, and  as  parts  of  one  entire  transac- 
tion, we  cannot  hold  that  the  instrument  is 
rendered  inoperative  as  a  will  by  merelj 
proving  the  fact  that  the  signatures  of  the 
witnesses  were  affixed  before  the  signature 
of  the  testator."  Gibson  v.  Nelson,  181  III. 
122,  128,  72  Am.  St  Rep.  254,  54  N.  E.  901, 
903.  The  South  Carolina  court  in  deciding  the 
question  in  a  similar  case,  after  calling  at- 
tention to  the  English  statute  and  English 
decisions  holding  a  contrary  doctrine,  said: 
"In  acts  substantially  contemporaneous  it 
cannot  be  said  that  there  is  any  substantial 
priority.  .  .  .  No  doubt  the  usual  and 
more  orderly  mode  of  executing  a  will  is  for 
the  testator  to  sign  first  and  then  the 
witnesses;  but  to  hold  that  a  mere  cban^ 
in  the  order  of  signing,  accidentally  or  oth- 
erwise, would  destroy  the  writing  as  a  will, 
is  to  sacrifice  substance  for  mere  form. 
When  the  statute  expressly  or  by  necessary 
inference  requires  such  formality,  then  noth- 
ing is  left  but  to  enforce  it;  but  the  court 
will  not  stress  formalities  which  the  stat- 
ute does  not."  Kaufman  v.  Caughman,  49 
S.  C.  159,  61  Am.  St  Rep.  808,  27  S,  E. 
10.     In   the   cases   hereinbefore  cited,  the 
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statutes  relative  to  the  execution  of  wills 
in  the  several  states,  with  perhaps  one  ex- 
ception, are  substantially  the  same  as  in 
this  state.  Under  the  English  statute,  1 
Vict.  chap.  26,  the  English  courts  hold  that 
signature  or  acknowledgment  by  the  tes- 
tator must  precede,  in  point  of  time,  sub- 
scription by  the  witnesses.  That  statute  by 
its  requirement  indicated  with  particularity 
the  details  of  the  manner  of  executing  wills, 
and  has  been  strictly  construed  by  the  Eng- 
lish courts.  A  few  of  the  American  state 
courts  have  followed  the  English  decisions 
and  the  English  reasoning,  and  in  most 
cases  where  their  statutes  of  wills  are  copied 
after  the  English  statute,  or  have  made  ad- 
ditions to  it.  These  states  are  Massachu- 
setts, New  Jersey,  and  New  York.  The 
claim  that  in  the  United  States  the  general 
rule  upon  the  proposition  under  discusainn, 
irrespective  of  statutes,  is  the  same  as  in 
Kngland,  is  unfonnded.  Every  American 
case  cited  in  the  encyclopedia  or  in  opinions 
of  courts  as  authority  to  that  effect  has 
been  t^ad  with  care,  with  the  result  above 
stated.  In  several  of  them  statementg  to 
that  effect  have  been  made,  which  were 
clearly  dicta,  and  where  the  question  was 
not  before  the  court.  In  the  leading  case 
relied  upon  by  contestant — Chase  v.  Kitt- 
redge,  11  Allen,  49,  87  Am.  Dec  087— that 
court,  in  a  learned  and  exhaustive  opinion, 
analyzes  and  discusses  all  of  the  English 
and  other  cases  upon  the  subject  of  the 
execution  of  wills,  and  the  necessary  re- 
quirements to  their  validity  in  that  respect, 
and  declares  in  favor  of  the  doctrine  that 
-witnesses  should  attest  and  subscribe  after 
a  testator  has  signed  his  will.  That  pre- 
cise question,  however,  was  not  in  the  case. 
We  quote  from' the  opinion  to  show  the  pre- 
cise question  the  court  in  fact  decided: 
'This  analysis  of  the  cases  shows  that  by 
the  preponderance  of  American  authority, 
as  by  the  uniform  current  of  the  English 
decisions,  an  express  requirement  of  statute 
that  one  person  shall  sign  or  subscribe  in 
the  presence  of  another  is  not  complied  with 
by  signing  in  his  absence  and  merely  ac- 
knowledging in  his  presence.  And  upon  full 
consideration  we  are  8atisfie<l  that  in  this, 
as  in  most  other  legal  matters,  reason  and 
principle  are  on  the  side  of  authority  and 
precedent.  ...  As  it  appears  by  the 
testimony  stated  in  the  report  that  one  of  the 
attesting  witnesses  subscribed  his  name  be- 
fore the  testator  signed  and  in  his  absence, 
the  instrument  offered  for  probate  should 
have  been  disallowed."  In  the  only  Massa- 
chusetts case  where  the  question  was  before 
that  court,  it  recognized  the  fart  above  su;;- 
gested,  and  said:  "The  only  question  with 
which  we  need  to  deal  upon  this  report  is 
whether  an  instrument  is  duly  executed  as 
26  L.RA.(N.S.) 


a  will  under  our  statutes  if  the  witnesses 
sign  first,  in  the  presence  of  the  testator, 
and  the  testator  signs  immediately  after- 
wards in  their  presence;  the  whole  trans- 
action being  so  completely  one  as  it  can  be 
with  that  order  of  events.  The  question  has 
been  so  fully  answered  by  Mr.  Justice  Gray 
in  delivering  the  judgment  of  this  court  in 
Chase  v.  Kittredge,  11  Allen,  49,  56,  03,  04, 
87  Am.  Dec.  687,  that  we  think  discussion 
unnecessary.  ...  It  is  true  in  that 
case  the  witness  in  question  signed  in  the 
absence  of  the  testator  and  some  time  before 
him,  but  the  chief  justice  does  not  conflue 
his  reasoning  to  tliat  case,  and  evidently 
meant,  with  the  concurrence  of  his  brethren, 
to  establish  a  general  rule  in  the  words 
which  we  have  quoted.  We  regard  that  rule 
as  founded  on  good  sense  and  the  plain 
meaning  of  the  words  of  the  statute." 
[Marshall  v.  Mason,  176  Mass.  216.  70  Am. 
St.  Hep.  305,  57  N.  E.  340].  By  this  deci- 
sion the  English  rule  was  first  adopted  by 
that  court  in  a  case  where  it  could  be  con- 
sidered stare  decisis.  In  the  case  of  Lncey 
V.  Dobbs,  03  N.  J.  £q.  325,  55  L.R.A.  580,  92 
Am.  St.  Rep.  607,  60  Atl.  497,  the  majority 
of  that  court,  under  a  statute  declared  by 
it  to  be  more  stringent  than  the  English 
statute,  approves  the  English  cases,  and 
cites  Massachusetts  and  New  York  cases  in 
support  of  its  conclusions,  and  also  claims 
dicta  contained  in  cases  from  other  states  as 
authority.  The  statute  of  New  York,  like 
that  of  New  Jersey,  may  be  said  to  be  more 
stringent  than  the  English  statute  of  1837, 
and,  as  above  stated,  the  courts  of  that 
state  follow  the  English  decisions,  viz.: 
Jackson  v.  Jackson,  39  N.  Y.  153,  and  Sis< 
ters  of  Charity  v.  Kelly,  67  N.  Y.  409,  botki 
of  which  cases  are  distinguishable  from  the 
case  at  bar.  In  Reed  v.  Watson,  27  Ind. 
443,  and  DuRie  v.  Corridon,  40  Ga.  122, 
which  are  cited  by  contestant  as  committing 
those  courts  to  the  doctrine  contended  for, 
those  courts  did  state  the  doctrine  as 
claimed,  but  reference  to  the  facts  in  each 
case  will  satisfy  the  investigator  that  such 
statements  were  not  necessary  to  a  decision 
of  those  cases. 

What  may  be  called  the  later  or  American 
doctrine,  as  announced  in  the  cases  first  dis- 
cussed in  this  opinion,  has  received  criticism 
by  at  least  two  of  the  courts  which  follow 
the  English  reasoning.  While  not  conceding 
that  such  criticism  is  merited,  it  is  sug- 
gested that  where  there  is  no  explicit  re- 
quirement of  the  statute  as  to  the  order  of 
the  signatures,  and  when  all  who  participate 
are  present  at  the  same  time  and  their  acts 
are  part  of  one  continuous  transaction,  it 
requires  no  extended  argument  to  determine 
that  the  order  of  such  signing  is  immaterial 
under  such  a  statute.    Such  a  conclusion  is 
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founded  upon  sound  reason,  and  we  think 
is  supported  by  the  weight  of  American 
authority.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
construction  contended  for  by  contestant  is 
narrow  and  inequitable,  and,  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  would  make  the  validity  of  a 
will  depend  upon  the  capricious  memory  of 
one  person,  subject  to  such  possible  influence 
as  the  activity  or  inducements  of  interested 
parties  might  suggest. 

llie  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  is  af- 
firmed. 


MISSISSIPPI  SCPREItlE  COIHEtT. 

HERMAN  WISE,  Appt, 

V. 

YAZOO  CITY.  1 

(—  Miss.  — ,  51  So.  453.) 

Eminent  domain  —  manicipal  corpora- 
tion —  spur  tra«^. 

Power  is  not  conferred  upon  a  municipal- 
ity to  condemn  a  right  of  way  for  a  spur 
track  to  convey  fuel  to  a  power  plant  used 
in  connection  with  its  street  railways, 
waterworks,  electric  light,  and  sewage  sys- 
tems, merely  to  lessen  the  expense  of  such 
transportation,  by  a  statute  authorizing  it 
to  take  property  for  streets,  sewera^, 
waterworks,  electric  light  lines,  street  rail- 
ways, and  certain  other  purposes  named, 
not  including  spur  tracks,  "or  any  other 
public  purpose."  \ 

(Whitfield,  Ch.  J.,  dissents.) 

(February  28,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  decree  of  the 
Chancery  Court  for  Yazoo  County  dis- 
solving an  injunction  restraining  the  con- 
demning by  defendant  of  a  right  of  way 
over  plaintiff's  land  for  a  spur  track  to 
convey  fuel  to  defendant's  power  plant.  Re- 
versed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Campbell  A  Campl>ell,  for  ap- 
pellant: 

Where  there  is  any  doubt  in  regard  to 
the  extent  of  the  power  granted,  the  land- 
owner must  have  the  benefit  of  that  doubt. 

15  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  pp.  567,  568;  Harvey 


Note.  ^  A  search  has  disclosed  no  cases 
in  addition  to  Wise  v.  Yazoo  City,  dealing 
with  the  question  whether  a  municipality 
may  condemn  a  right  of  way  for  a  spur 
track  to  a  municipal  plant.  The  related 
question  of  the  power  of  a  railroad  com- 
pany to  condemn  a  right  of  way  for  a 
spur  or  siding  to  a  private  establishment 
is  the  subject  of  the  note  to  Pere  Mar- 
quette R.  Co.  T.  United  States  Gypsum  Co. 
22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  181. 
26  L.RJV.(N.S.) 


T.  Aurora  4  G.  R.  Co.  174  111.  255,  51  N.  E. 
163;  Goddard  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co. 
104  111.  App.  626,  202  IlL  362,  66  N.  E. 
1066;  Minnesota  Canal  A  Power  Co.  t. 
Koochiching  Co.  97  Minn.  429,  5  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  638,  107  N.  W.  405,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  1182;  Erie  R.  Co.  v.  Steward,  170  X. 
Y.  172,  03  N.  E.  118;  Painter  v.  St  Clair, 
98  Vs.  8S,  34  S.  E.  989;  SUte  ex  reL  Atty. 
Gen.  V.  Superior  Ct.  36  Wash.  381,  78  Pac. 
1011;  Waterbury  v.  Piatt  Bros.  &  Co.  75 
Conn.  387,  60  L.R.A.  211,  96  Am.  St.  Rep. 
229,  53  Atl.  958;  Georgia  R.  &  Bkg.  Co.  t. 
Union  Point,  119  Ga.  809,  47  S.  E.  183; 
Dewey  v.  Chicago  ft  M.  Electric  R.  Co.  184 
111.  426,  66  N.  E.  804;  Claremont  R.  t 
Lighting  Co.  v.  Putney,  73  N.  H.  431,  02 
Atl.  727;  Gaines  v.  Lunsford,  12U  Ga.  370, 
102  Am.  St.  Rep.  109,  47  S.  E.  967;  Detroit 
v.  Daly,  68  Mich.  603,  37  N.  W.  11;  Glover 
V.  Boston,  14  Gray,  282;  Wilson  v.  Lyno, 
119  Mass.  174. 

A  municipality  has  no  implied  authority 
to  engage  in  the  business,  for  instance,  of 
supplying  its  citizens  with  water  for  pay. 

30  Am.  &  Eng.  Ene.  Law,  2d  cd.  p.  404, 
§  3;  Wagner  v.  Rock  bland,  146  HI.  139.  21 
L.R.A.  519,  34  N.  E.  545;  Bailey  v.  New 
York,  3  Hill,  531,  38  Am.  Dec.  669;  Western 
Sav.  Fund  Soc.  v.  Philadelphia,  31  Pa. 
175,  72  Am.  Dec.  730;  Yazoo  Ciiy  t.  Bir- 
chett,  89  Miss.  716,  42  So.  669. 

A  public-service  corporation  should  not  be 
permitted  to  take  by  eminent  domain  that 
which  will  not  be  actually  used  by  the 
public,  and  which  will°aid  it  only  indirect- 
ly in  the  exercise  of  its  franchise. 

Nichols,  Power  of  Eminent  Domain,  S  215, 
p.  266;  Re  Rhode  Island  Suburban  R.  Co. 
22  R.  I.  467,  62  L.R.A.  879,  48  Atl.  591; 
Pittsburg,  W.  &  K.  R.  Co.  v.  Benwood  Iron 
Works,  31  Va.  710,  2  L.R.A.  688,  8  S.  E. 
453 ;  Lake  Shore  &  M.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Chicago  k 
W.  I.  R.  Co.  97  111.  508;  Ewing  v.  Alabama 
&  V.  R.  Co.  68  Miss.  551,  9  So.  295;  Eld- 
ridge  V.  Smith,  34  Vt.  484;  Rensselaer  &  S. 
R.  Co.  V.  Davis,  43  N.  Y.  137 ;  SUte,  Cam- 
den ft  A.  R.  &  Transp.  Co.,  Prosucutors,  v. 
Mansfield,  23  N.  J.  L.  510,  57  Am.  Dec.  409. 

Messrs.  Holmes  &  Holmes,  for  appel- 
lee: 

The  city  is  vested  with  all  such  powers  as 
may  be  requisite  for  the  successful  consum- 
mation of  the  objects  of  the  act. 

Canton  v.  Canton  Cotton  Warehouse  Co. 
84  Miss.  208,  66  L.R.A.  661,  105  Am.  St. 
Rep.  428,  36  So.  266;  Brown  v.  Gerald,  100 
Me.  361,  70  L.R.A.  472,  109  Am.  St.  Rep. 
526,  61  Atl.  786;  Minneapolis  ft  St.  L.  R 
Co.  T.  Nicolin,  76  Minn.  302,  79  N.  W.  304; 
Chicago  ft  N.  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Morehouse,  112 
Wis.  1,  50  L.R.A.  240,  88  Am.  St.  Rep.  918, 
87  N.  W.  819;  Eddleman  v.  Union  County 
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Traction  &  P.  Co.  217  111.  409,  71  N.  E.  610; 
Zircle  t.  Southern  R.  Co.  102  Va.  17,  102 
Am.  St.  Bep.  806,  46  S.  £.  802;  Jarrott  t. 
Moberly,  5  Dill.  25.'5,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  7,223; 
Kock  Creek  Twp.  t.  Strong,  96  U.  8.  271,  24 
L,.  ed.  816. 

The  generation  of  electricity  by  water 
power,  for  distribution  and  sale  to  the  gen- 
eral public  on  equal  terms,  subject  to  gov- 
ernment control,  is  a  public  enterprise,  and 
property  so  used  is  devoted  to  a  public  use. 

Minnesota  Canal  ft  Power  Co.  t.  Koochi- 
ching Co.  97  Miiin.  429,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  638, 
107  N.  W.  406,  7  A.  ft  £.  Ann.  Cas.  1182; 
Ke  East  Canada  Creek  Electric  Light  ft  P. 
Co.  49  Misc.  565,  99  N.  Y.  Supp.  109;  State 
ex  rel.  Canton  v.  Allen,  178  Mo.  669,  77  S. 
W.  868;  Avery  v.  Vermont  Electric  Co.  76 
Vt.  236,  59  LuR-A.  817,  98  Am.  St  Rep. 
818,  64  Atl.  179;  Fallsburg  Power  ft  Mfg. 
Co.  v.  Alexander,  101  Va.  98,  61  L.R.A. 
129,  99  Am.  St.  Rep.  856,  43  S.  E.  194; 
Rockingham  County  Light  ft  P.  Co.  v.  Hobbs, 

72  N.  H.  631,  66  L.R.A.  681,  68  Atl.  40; 
State  ex  rel.  Tacoma  Industrial  Co.  ▼. 
White  River  Power  Co.  2  L.P..A.(N.S.)  842, 
note. 

Whether  or  not  the  city  needs  the  spur 
track  is  a  matter  which  has  been  reposed 
by  the  legislature  in  the  judgment  of  the 
council,  and  its  decision  will  not  be  dis- 
turbed by  the  courts  unless  it  has  manifest- 
ly abused  its  discretion. 

Burnett  v.  Boston,  173  Mass.  173,  63  K. 
E.  379;  McKennon  v.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  ft 
S.  R.  Co.  69  Ark.  104,  61  S.  W.  383;  Chi- 
cago ft  A.  R.  Co.  T.  Pontiac,  169  111.  156, 
48  N.  E.  485;  Chicago  ft  N.  W.  R.  Co.  t. 
Morrison,  ]95  111.  271,  63  N.  E.  96;  Rich- 
land School  Twp.  T.  Overmyer,  164  Ind.  382, 

73  N.  E.  811;  Bennett  v.  Marion,  ]06  Iowa, 
<I28,  76  N.  W.  844;  Stratford  v.  Oreensbero, 
124  K.  C.  127,  32  S.  E.  304;  Dallas  v.  Hal- 
lock,  44  Or.  246,  75  Pac.  204;  Smith  t. 
Gould,  69  Wis.  631,  18  N.  W,  467;  Santa 
Ana  V.  Harlin,  99  Cal.  638,  34  Pac.  224; 
Warner  v.  Gunnison,  2  Colo.  App.  430,  31 
Pac.  238;  Knoblauch  v.  Minneapolis,  66 
Minn.  321,  57  N.  W.  928;  Simpson  v.  Kan- 
!>as  City,  H  Mo.  237,  20  S.  W.  38;  Little 
Miami  ft  C.  R.  Co.  t.  Dayton,  23  Ohio  St. 
510;  Philadelphia  t.  Ward,  174  Pa.  45,  34 
Atl.  468;  Ford  T.  Chicago  ft  N.  W.  R.  Co. 
14  Wis.  010,  80  Am.  Dec.  791;  People  ex 
rel.  Herrick  t.  Smith,  21  N.  Y.  696;  Water- 
works Co.  T.  Burkhart,  41  Ind.  371;  Toledo 
Consol.  Street  R.  Co.  v.  Toledo  Electric 
Street  R.  Co.  6  Ohio  C.  C.  362;  Ohio  South- 
ern R.  Co.  V.  Hinkle,  1  Ohio  N.  P.  63;  Ex 
parte  South  Carolina  B.  Co.  2  Rich.  L.  434. 

Mayes,  J,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
eourt: 

Counsel  have  entered  into  an  agreement 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


as  to  the  facts;  therefore  we  deem  it  un- 
necessary to  fully  restate  same.  There  is 
but  one  question  in  the  case,  in  our  view  of 
it.  Yazoo  City  is  the  owner  of  its  water- 
works, electric  light,  sewerage,  and  street 
railway  systems,  and  in  order  to  generate 
the  power  for  operating  these  utilities  it 
has  a  power  house  located  not  a  great  dis- 
tance from  the  main  track  of  the  Yazoo  ft 
Mississippi  Valley  Railroad  Company.  In 
operating  this  plant  through  the  power 
house,  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  city  to 
purchase  about  4,600  tons  of  coal  per  year. 
The  city  finds  it  cheaper  to  have  this  coal 
shipped  via  the  railway  than  it  does  to  have 
it  sent  down  the  river,  and  hence,  in  pur- 
chasing the  coal,  it  is  routed  over  the  rail- 
way to  its  destination.  After  reaching  the 
city  it  Was  found  to  cost  it  25  cents  per  ton 
for  cartage  from  the  main  line  to  the  power 
plant,  and  in  order  to  cut  out  this  expense 
the  city,  conceived  the  idea  of  putting  in  a 
spur  track  to  the  power  house  and  having 
all  cars  sent  over  same  to  the  power  housj. 
In  order  to  accomplish  this,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  run  the  spur  over  a  lot  belonging  to 
appellant,  and  to  use  a  strip  of  land  through 
the  lot  of  appellant,  about  126  feet  in  length 
and  about  26  feet  wide.  It  appears  that 
the  city  constructed  this  spur  track  across 
this  lot  without  the  consent  of  appellant, 
and  appropriated  this  land  for  this  use  be- 
fore the  appellant  or  the  city  knew  the 
land  belonged  to  appellant.  This,  however, 
is  immaterial,  as  this  particular  feature 
does  not  affect  the  decision  of  the  case. 
After  it  was  discovered  that  this  spiir  ran 
over  appellant's  lot,  negotiations  were  had 
by  both  parties  looking  to  the  sale  of  this 
land  to  the  city;  but  the  price  could  not  be 
agreed  upon.  Appellant  offered  the  land  to 
the  city  for  $500,  but  the  city  would  only 
offer  $76.  In  this  condition  of  affairs,  the 
city  failing  to  agree  with  appellant  upon  a 
price,  the  city  undertook  to  condemn  the 
land  and  in  this  way  take  it  for  the  purpose 
of  this  spur  track  for  the  use  already  stated. 
The  appellant  enjoined  the  condemnation 
proceedings,  on  the  ground  that  the  city  had 
no  power  under  its  charter  to  condemn  the 
land  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  spur  track 
to  its  power  house.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
increased  cost  to  the  city  of  getting  its  coal 
to  its  power  house  by  having  it  carted  from 
the  main  line  of  railway  was  25  cents  per 
ton,  and  on  the  4,500  tons  used  by  it  dur- 
ing the  year  the  total  excess  cost  would  be 
$1,125  per  year.  The  owner  of  the  lot  of- 
fered to  sell  to  the  city  this  land  for  $600, 
or  $625  less  than  it  was  actually  costing  tha 
city  pel  year  to  haul  its  coal;  but  the  city 
refused  to  pay  the  $500,  and  seeks  to  take 
the  property  by  the  exercise  of  eminent-do- 
main power. 
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The  question  in  this  case  is  whether,  un- 
der §  20  of  its  charter,  the  city  has  tlie 
power  to  condemn  this  land  for  this  purpose. 
Yazoo  City  is  not  under  the  general  munici- 
pal chapter,  but  holds  its  charter  by  special 
act.  The  particular  section  involved  in  this 
case  is  §  20,  and  is  as  follows,  via. :  "When- 
ever said  council  shall  deem  it  necessary  to 
use  ur  take  and  apply  any  private  property, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  for  streets, 
roads,  alleys,  hospitals,  burying  grounds, 
landings,  wharves,  sewerage,  waterworks, 
electric  light  lines,  gas  mains,  street  rail- 
ways, places  of  quarantine,  and  buildings 
required  for  quarantine  or  any  other  public 
purpose,  or  whenever  said  council  shall  deem 
it  necessary  to  acquire  an  easement,  user, 
or  right  of  way  in,  under,  •r  over  any  pri- 
vate property  for  the  laying  of  water,  sewer, 
or  gas  mains  or  pipes,  or  any  of  the  pur- 
puses-  above  mentioned,  they  shall  endeavor 
to  purchase  the  said  property,  or  the  ease- 
ment, user,  or  right  of  way  in,  under,  or 
over  the  same,  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  if 
they  cannot  agree  with  the  owner  thereof, 
or  if  the  owner  or  owners  be  absent  or  in- 
capable from  legal  disabilities  of  making  a 
sale  and  conveyance  of  the  land,  or  easement, 
user,  or  right  of  way  wanted,  said  council 
may  proceed  to  condemn  said  land  or  the 
use,  casement,  or  right  of  way  therein  un- 
der and  according  to  the  procedure  of  the 
laws  of  the  state  of  Mississippi  in  such  cases 
made  and  provided,"  etc.  Unless  it  can  be 
said  that  the  city  obtains  the  power  to  con- 
demn this  strip  of  laud  under  that  clause 
of  its  charter  which  gives  it  the  power  to 
condemn  "places  of  quarantine  and  build- 
ings required  for  quarantine  or  any  other 
purpose,"  it  is  apparent  by  nil  settled  rules 
of  construction  that  the  charter  of  the  city 
confers  no  power  to  cordemn  and  take  this 
private  property  for  the  use  contemplated, 
unless  it  can  be  said  that  the  city  may  take 
it  for  the  purpose  of  saving  expense.  We  shall 
discuss  the  above  clause  of  the  charter  later 
on  in  this  opinion,  iu  the  broadest  eense 
in  which  it  may  be  claimed  that  it  is  used, 
but  for  the  present  we  will  only  say  that  the 
clause  only  gave  the  city  the  power  to  con- 
demn land  for  "places  of  quarantine  and 
buildings  required  for  quarantine  or  any 
other  public  purpose;"  that  is  to  say,  when 
the  city  undertook  to  condemn  buildings,  it 
could  condemn  for  quarantine  purposes,  "or 
any  other  public  purpose,"  always,  of  course, 
within  the  scope  of  the  powers  before 
specifically  delegated  for  the  use  of  the 
eminent-domain  powers. 

This  right  of  way  is  not  necessary  for 
any  purpose  of  completing  any  essential  fea- 
ture of  sewerage,  or  waterworks,  or  electric 
light  lines,  or  gas  mains,  or  street  railways. 
.411  these  tilings  can  be  completely  accom- 
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plished  in  every  particular  without  this 
spur  track.  The  sole  purpose  of  this  tak- 
ing is  to  reduce  the  eicpense  of  fuel  to  this 
city,  by  taking  appellant's  property  for  t 
use  not  needed  in  order  to  make  effectire 
its  public  utilities,  and  not  named  in  its 
charter  as  cause  for  which  the  ^opeitj 
might  be  condemned.  When  we  examine 
§  20  for  power  to  condemn  for  this  purpose, 
it  is  not  there,  either  by  dear  expression  or 
necessary  implication,  because  not  essentia! 
to  effectuate  any  purpose  named  in  the  dur- 
ter.  In  other  words,  the  sewerage,  tlie 
waterworks,  the  electric  light  plant,  the  eu 
mains,  the  street  railways,  all  may  be  con- 
ducted and  carried  on  without  this  spar 
track  as  well  as  with  it.  We  must  aswnu 
that  the  legislature  gave  the  city  in  its 
charter  all  the  power  it  intended  it  sh-'uld 
exercise,  and  in  so  holding  wre  are  in  line 
with  tlie  unanimous  authority  on  this  »ul>- 
ject.  Whenever  a  city  seeks  to  exercise  i 
power,  it  must  find  that  power  in  it-t  i-har- 
ter,  or  it  must  be  one  of  neceasary  implica- 
tion from  other  powers  granted  in  ortltr  to 
make  effective  the  power  which  the  legisla- 
ture has  granted  in  express  terms. 

No  power  conferred  on  any  corporation,  ei- 
ther private  or  mimicipal,  is  to  be  more 
strictly  construed  than  the  power  to  exer- 
cise the  right  of  eminent  domain.  Thus,  ia 
15  Qyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  567,  it  ia  said:  '■Tit 
power  of  eminent  domain  being  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  common  right,  acts  con.'errin: 
it  are  to  be  strictly  construed,  and  are  njt 
to  be  extended  beyond  their  plain  provisions 
The  right  to  exercise  the  power  is  strirtir 
limited  to  the  purposes  specified  in  the  stat- 
ute conferring  it.  The  proposed  use  of  the 
lands  of  the  owner  must  be  clearly  embracvi 
within  the  legitimate  object  of  the  p^Tsa 
conferred.  Where  there  is  any  doubt  in  re- 
gard to  the  extent  of  the  power,  the  tanil- 
owner  must  have  the  benefit  of  that  doubt.' 
In  Binney's  Case,  2  Bland,  Ch.  129,  it  is 
said:  "This  power  to  condemn  private  prop- 
erty is  a  portion  of  the  eminent  domain  of 
the  government,  granted  to  this  body  politic, 
which  should  never  be  exercised  by  the  gur- 
ernment  itself  but  with  great  caution  aiJ 
in  cases  most  obviously  for  the  public  good. 
When,  as  has  been  justly  observed  in  our 
coimtry,  the  legislature  undertakes  to  give 
away  what  is  not  their  own,  when  they  at- 
tempt to  take  the  property  of  one  mm, 
which  he  has  fairly  acquired  and  the  general 
law  of  the  land  protects,  m  order  to  trans- 
fer it  to  another,  even  upon  a  complete  in- 
demnification, it  will  naturally  be  considered 
as  an  extraordinary  act  of  l^slation,  whirl) 
ought  to  be  viewed  with  jealous  eyes,  ex- 
amined with  critical  exactness,  and  scruti- 
niznd  with  all  the  severity  of  legal  exposi- 
tion.   An  act  of  this  sort  deserves  no  favor; 
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to  construe  it  liberally  would  be  sinning 
against  the  rights  of  property.  ...  In 
England  it  has  been  said  that  all  courts 
have,  for  obvious  reasons,  at  all  times,  con- 
strued such  legislative  enactments  most 
strictly."  In  Lewis  on  Eminent  Domain, 
vol.  1,  §  388,  the  same  rule  of  construction 
is  announced. 

It  is  quite  true  that  statutes  granting 
these  powers  are  not  to  be  so  strictly  con- 
strued as  to  defeat  the  evident  purpose  of 
the  legislature  in  granting  the  power;  but 
when  we  hold  that  the  charter  of  Yazoo 
City  does  not  carry  with  it  the  power  to  con- 
demn property  for  the  purpose  of  a  spur 
track  to  its  power  house,  when  the  only 
autliority  conferred  is  to  exercise  eminent 
domain  proceedings  in  order  to  take  private 
property  for  waterworks,  electric  light,  gas, 
and  street  railway  purposes,  we  certainly 
do  no  violence  to  the  act  when  we  say  this 
does  not  include  the  power  to  take  land  for 
railroad  purposes.  It  is  certain  that  in  so 
construing  the  act  we  in  no  way  defeat  the 
puri>ose  of  the  charter  power.  The  city  may 
complete,  operate,  and  maintain  all  these 
utilities  without  the  use  of  this  spur  track 
in  any  way.  See  also  Chestatee,  Pyrites  Co. 
V.  Cavenders  Crook  Gold  Min.  Co.  110  Ga. 
£54,  100  Am.  St  Rep.  174,  40  S.  E.  422.  In 
the  e»se  of  KtcElroy  v.  Kansas  City  (C.  C.) 
21  Fed.  260,  Justice  Brewer,  in  speaking 
upon  this  subject,  says:  "In  these  days  of 
enormous  property  aggregation,  where  the 
power  of  eminent  domain  is  pressed  to  such 
an  extent,  and  when  the  urgency  of  so- 
called  public  improvements  rests  as  a  con- 
stant menace  upon  the  sacredness  of  private 
property,  no  duty  is  more  imperative  than 
that  of  the  strict  enforcement  of  these  con- 
stitutional provisions  intended  to  protect 
every  man  in  the  possession  of  his  o^vn." 
See  "also  Ligare  v.  Chicago,  139  111.  40,  32 
Am.  t:t.  Rep.  179,  28  N.  E.  034;  Waterbury 
V.  Piatt  Bros.  &  Co.  76  Conn.  387,  60  L.R.A. 
211,  !)C  Am.  St.  Rep.  229,  53  Atl.  058. 

On  a  review  of  all  the  authorities  there 
is  unanimity  among  them  to  the  effect  that 
the  power  to  exercise  the  right  of  eminent 
domain,  whether  delegated  to  private  or  mu- 
nicipal corporations,  is  limited  to  the  ex- 
press terms  or  clear  implication  of  the  stat- 
ute authorizing  its  exercise,  and  where  it 
is  to  be  implied  it  can  only  be  implied  in  a 
case  where  the  implied  power  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  effectuation  of  the  purpose 
granted  by  the  express  terms  of  the  slat- 
nte. 

As  to  the  argument  advanced  by  appellee 
that,  even  if  it  be  held  that  the  charter  pow- 
er naming  specific  things  for  which  private 
property  may  be  condemned  is  not  broad 
enough  to  cover  the  use  sought  here,  yet  the 
use  intended  is  "a  public  use,"  and  a  general 
28  L.RJ^.(N.S.) 


provision  in  the  charter  authorizes  the  tak- 
ing not  only  for  the  specific  things  enumerat- 
ed, but  provides  that  private  property  may 
not  only  be  condemned  for  those  usee,  but 
for  "any  other  public  purposes,"  we  cannot 
agree  that  this  contention  is  a  sound  one. 
It  is  quite  true  that  the  charter  names  cer- 
tain things  for  which  private  property  may 
be  condemned,  and  then  concludes  with  tlie 
sweeping  clause  of  "any  other  public  pur- 
pose," thus  seemingly  delegating  to  the  mu- 
nicipality a  power  of  eminent  domain  as 
broad  as  that  possessed  by  the  state.  This 
clause  can  only  mean  that  the  powers  con- 
ferred specifically  shall  be  broad  enough  to 
accomplish  this  specific  purpose.  It  is  limit- 
ed in  its  operation  to  the  effectuation  of 
the  specific  subjects  named  in  the  charter, 
and  adds  no  new  and  independent  rights. 
State,  Slingerland,  Prosecutor,  v.  Newark,  64 
K.  J.  L.  62,  23  Atl.  129. 

Eminent-domain  rights  are  attributes  of 
sovereignty,  to  be  exercised  by  the  state 
with  great  caution  and  only  in  cases  of 
public  necessity.  It  is  a  power  which  sleeps 
in  the  bosom  of  the  state  until  aroused  into 
activity  by  an  act  of  the  legislature.  This 
high  power  is  never  to  be  presumed  to  be 
confided  to  any  public  or  private  body  or 
corporation,  however  great  may  be  the  neces- 
sity for  it  to  have  and  exercise  such  power. 
When  it  is  asserted  by  any  person  or  cor- 
poration, the  state's  assent  must  be  clearly 
given  in  legislative  acts,  and  the  subjects 
for  which  it  may  be  exercised  specifically 
named.  No  state  has  yet  given  to  any  cor- 
poration the  sweeping  power  to  condemn  and 
take  private  property  for  "any  public  pur- 
pose," without  preceding  every  such  clMU^e 
with  specifically  named  subjects  for  which 
it  may  exercise  the  right.  Even  if  it  can 
be  done,  we  do  not  believe  any  state  will 
ever  confide  this  sovereign  power,  so  liable 
to  abuse  and  filled  with  possibility  of  oppres- 
sion, by  a  clause  so  sweeping  as  to  vest  any 
individual  or  corporation  with  the  power  to 
condemn  at  pleasure  for  any  and  every  pub- 
lic use,  without  specifically  naming  the  pub- 
lic use. 

The  court  below  having  sustained  the  con- 
tention of  the  city  and  dissolved  the  injunc- 
tion, the  injunction  is  hereby  reinstated,  and 
cause  reversed  and  remanded. 

Whltneld,  Ch.  J.,  dissenting: 

I  desire  to  state  very  brieily  the  ground 
of  my  dissent  in  this  case.  Section  20  of 
the  charter  provides :  "Whenever  said  council 
shall  deem  it  necessary  to  use  or  take  and 
apply  any  private  property,  for  streets, 
roads,  alleys,  hospitals,  burying  grounds, 
landings,  wharves,  seweruge,  waterworks, 
electric  light  lines,  gas  mains,  street  rail- 
ways, places  of  quarantine,   and  buildings 
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required  for  quarantine  or  any  other  public 
purpose,"  etc.,  "they  may  proceed  to  con- 
demn said  land,"  etc.,  "under  eminent  do- 
main proceedings."  The  same  section  fur- 
ther provides:  "Whenever  said  council  shall 
deem  it  necessary  to  acquire  an  easement,  or 
right  of  way  in,  under,  or  ever  any  private 
property,  for  tie  laying  of  water,  sewer,  or 
gas  mains  or  pipes,  or  any  of  the  purposes 
above  mentioned,"  it  shall  likewise  proceed 
to  exercise  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  if 
an  agreement  cannot  be  had  with  the  owner. 
It  is  agreed  that  no  agreement  could  be 
reached  between  the  city  and  Uie  owner  as 
to  the  purchase  of  the  right  of  way.  The 
city  was  proceeding  under  said  §  20  to 
condemn  a  right,  of  way  over  this  strip  of 
land,  when  an  injunction  was  sued  out 
against  the  city  to  stop  the  proceeding.  The 
city  made  a  motion  to  dissolve  this  injunc- 
tion, which  motion  was  sustained,  and  the, 
injunction  dissolved,  and  from  that  decree 
appellant  appeals. 

The  whole  controversy  comes  to  this  single 
inquiry :  Did  the  city  have  the  power  to  con- 
demn this  right  of  way  as  necessary  means 
to  effectuate  the  public  purpose, — the  trans- 
portation of  this  coal  over  this  spur  track, 
to  enable  the  city  to  conduct  its  furnaces  in 
the  safest,  quickest,  and  most  reasonable, 
practical  way!  I  agree,  of  course,  with  the 
general  announcement  of  the  opinion  in  chief 
as  to  the  rule  of  strict  construction  of  stat- 
utes or  charters  granting  the  right  of  emi- 
nent domain.  But  this  clause,  "any  other 
public  purpose"  must  receive  a  common- 
sense  construction,  keeping  in  view  the 
whole  situation.  It  should  not  receive  a 
ooiiKtructiou  so  narrow  and  so  technical  as 
to  defeat  the  manifest  purpose  of  the  grant. 
In  the  development  of  a  city,  from  decade 
to  decade,  as  it  advances  in  the  scale  of 
civilization,  what  might  be  thought  a  public 
purpose  as  to  a  great  city  might  very  well 
not  be  regarded  as  a  public  purpose  for  a 
mere  village.  Nay,  more,  what  might  be  con- 
sidered a  public  purpose  for  a  city  at  one 
period  of  its  development  might  not  be  a 
public  purpose  at  some  earlier  stage  of 
development.  The  size  of  a  city,  its  popu- 
lation, its  relation  to  commerce,  its  use  of 
railroads,  telephones,  telegraphs,  and  all  the 
public  utilities  known  now  to  modern  life, 
as  well  as  the  revenues  of  the  city,  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  construing 
the  grant  in  this  day,  as  to  whether  a  cer- 
tain purpose  is  a  public  purpose  or  not,  and 
whether  the  taking,  consequently,  of  private 
property  in  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  emi- 
nent domain  is  a  taking  for  public  use  or 
private  use.  See  my  dissent  in  Jackson  v. 
Williams,  92  Miss.  324,  46  So.  651.  It 
ae  LJIJ^.(N.S.) 


seems  to  me  to  be  too  clear  for  eontmveny 
that  the  use  here  to  which  this  spur  was  to 
be  dedicated  was  a  public  use,  ajid  not  a  I 
private  use;  and  it  seems  equally  plain  to 
me  that  this  charter  did  confer  the  power 
to  condemn  tliis  right  of  way  for  this  public  '• 
use  by  the  words  quoted  above  from  §  2U 
of  the  charter.  I  cannot  concei\'e  how  lan- 
guage could  be  broader  than  the  phrase  "aov 
other  public  purpose;"  and  when,  in  addition 
to  that,  it  is  said,  "but  whenever  the  eitr 
council  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  acquire 
a  right  of  way  over  any  private  property" 
for  any  of  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  resist  the  conclusioa 
that  this  charter  does  give,  in  plain  and  I 
express  language,  the  power  to  Yazoo  City 
to  condemn  this  right  of  way  for  this  spur 
track. 

It  was,  of  course,  impossible  for  the  legis- 
lature to  foresee,  when  they  granted  this 
special  charter,  all  the  public  purposes  for 
which  it  might  become  necessary,  from  dec- 
ade to  decade,  for  Yazoo  City,  as  it  de- 
veloped into  a  great  city,  to  exercise  the 
right  of  eminent  domain.  The  grant  ought, 
therefore,  to  receive  a  broad  and  reasonable 
interpretation  in  view  of  this  fact,  so  that 
the  city  might  not  be  unreasonably  ham- 
pered in  building  itself  up  along  naodem 
lines  into  the  great  city  it  aspires  to  be. 
It  seems  to  be  conceded  by  counsel  for  ap- 
pellant that  under  this  charter  the  city  had 
power  to.  condemn  for  a  power  house ;  and 
how,  if  this  be  true,  it  has  not  also  the  neces- 
sarily associated  power  to  condemn  a  strip 
of  land  for  a  spur  track  over  which  to  trans- 
port the  coal  to  the  power  house  I  confess 
myself  utuible  to  see.  The  charter  express- 
ly provides  that  the  city  may  own  these 
modern  utilities,  waterworks,  electric  lightss 
street  railways,  etc.,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  that  the  city  may,  of 
course,  condemn  private  property,  or  ease- 
ments in  private  property,  for  the  construc- 
tion, etc.,  of  these  public  utilities,  when- 
ever said  counsel  shall  deem  it  necessary, 
and  it  adds  tliat  it  may  so  condemn  private 
property  "for  any  other  public  purpose.'' 
Under  this  charter,  manifestly,  the  city  had 
the  power  to  determine  what  lands,  what 
easements,  and  rights  of  way  were  neces- 
sary to  the  complete  acquisition  and  proper 
and  efficient  operation  of  these  public  utili- 
ties; and  any  act  of  the  council  reasonably 
calculated  to  promote  the  success  of  any  of 
these  enterprises,  necessarily  incidental  to 
the  business  of  operating  any  of  them,  sure- 
ly ought  to  be  held  to  be  clearly  embraced 
in  these  general  terms. 

I  think  the  language    of    Chief    Justice 
Woods,  speaking  for  this  court  in  Ewing  v. 
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Alabama  ft  T.  S.  Co.  68  Miia.  551,  9  So. 
295,  flta  in  here  with  marvelcus  aptness. 
He  said:  "But  that  is  not  a  strict  construc- 
tion which  denies  to  the  agency  created  the 
very  means  which  are  indispensable  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  ends  of  its  creation. 
That  is  the  destruction  of  the  agency,  and 
not  a  construction  of  the  grant  of  the  pow- 
ers conferred."  That  was  a  case  where  the 
railroad  company  had  the  power  to  condemn 
for  a  "railroad;"  but  the  court  held  that 
under  that  grant  it  also  had  power,  as  nece*- 
sarily  incidental  to  the  main  grant,  to  con- 
demn for  side  tracks,  station  houses,  turn- 
tables, fuel  storage,  water  tanks,  and  repair 
shops;  the  court  adding:  "True,  the  public 
uses  only  the  main  line  of  the  railway,  and 
all  the  adjuncts  just  named  are  used  solely 
by  the  railway  company,  and  yet  these  are 
as  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  the  public 
good  as  the  main  line  itself."  Tlie  right  to 
own  and  operate  a  power  house  necessarily 
and  inescapably  presupposes  the  right  to 
operate  it  with  such  fuel  as  is  right  to 
operate  it  with  in  such  cases,  and  also  pre- 
supposes tlie  right  to  obtain  the  same  in 
such  reasonable  and  ordinary  manner  as  the 
council  shall  deem  wise  and  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  public.  The  operation  of  the 
power  house  without  coal  is  unthinkable. 
The  mere  method  of  obtaining  it  is  in  the 
reasonable  discretion  of  the  council.  In  the 
case  of  Canton  v.  Canton  Cotton  Warehouse 
Co.  84  Miss.  268,  65  L.R.A.  561,  106  Am. 
St.  Rep.  428,  36  So.  266,  where  the  right 
to  lay  water  pipes  in  the  right  of  way  of 
the  railroad,  across  the  public  streets  of 
Canton,  to  conduct  water  from  an  ice  plant 
to  the  tanks  of  the  railroad  company,  was 
inTplved,  and  in  upholding  that  right  the 
court  said:  "The  broad  fundamental  prin- 
ciple is:  In  the  construction  or  maintenance 
of  its  line  of  road,  a  railroad  company  is 
vested  with  all  such  powers  as  may  be  requi- 
site for  the  successful  consummation  of  the 
object  for  which  it  was  granted  corporate 
existence."  See  also  specially,  the  case  of 
Minneapolis  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  t.  Nicolin,  76 
Minn.  302,  79  N.  W.  304.  See  also  Chicago 
&  N.  W.  R.  Co.  T.  Morehouse,  112  Wis.  1, 
56  L.R.A.  240,  88  Am.  St.  Rep.  918,  87  N. 
W.  849,  and  Zircle  t.  Southern  R.  Co.  102 
Va.  17,  102  Am.  St.  Rep.  805,  45  S.  E.  802. 
I  will  not  protract  further  this  opinion. 
I  conclude  that,  first,  the  charter  grants,  in 
the  most  explicit  and  repress  terms,  the 
power  to  condemn  this  land  for  this  spur 
track;  second,  the  use  of  the  right  of  way 
for  the  purposes  indicated  is  a  public,  and 
not  a  private,  use;  and  consequently,  that 
the  decree  should  be  affirmed. 
20  L.IUA.(NJ9.) 


MISSOURI  SUPREMi:  COI7RT. 
(DlTlsion   No.    2.) 

BOSS  SPITHOVER,  Appt, 

V. 

JBFFERSON  BUIIDmO  &  LOAN  AS- 
SOCIATION, Respt 

(—  Mo.  — ,  126  8.  W.  766.) 

Evidence  —  transaction    with    deceased 
ag«nt. 

1.  The  officers  of  a  building  and  loan  as- 
sociation are  competent  witnesses  upon  the 
question  of  the  terms  of  a  loan  to  a  married 
woman,  although  it  was  secured  through 
her  husband,  who  has  since  deceased. 
Building  and  loan  association  —  by- 
laws —  construction. 

2.  A  second  auction  of  funds  on  the  same 
evening  is- not  prevented  by  a  provision  of 
a  by-law  of  a  building  and  loan  associa- 
tion to  the  efTect  that  no  loan  shall  be  made 
to  a  second  bidder  on  the  same  evening  for 
a  premium  lower  than  the  successful  bid. 
Interest  —  special  law  —  building  and 

loan  association. 

3.  A  statute  permitting  building  and  loan 
associations  to  lend  their  funds  upon  a 
premium  secured  by  competitive  bidding,  in 
addition  to  the  legal  rate  of  interest,  does 
not  violate  the  constitutional  provision  for- 
bidding the  passage  of  a  special  law  fixing 
the  rate  of  interest. 

^  (December  14,  1909.) 


Note.  —  ConatitutionaHty  of  atatwtea  ex- 
empting huildtng  and  loan  ataoeia- 
tiona  from  general  umiry  laws. 

This  note  does  not  cover  the  general  ques- 
tion whether  loans  made  by  building  and 
loan  associations  at  a  higher  rate  of  inter- 
est than  that  prescribed  by  statute  are 
usurious.  It  is  confined  strictly  to  the 
question  of  the  constitutionality  of  statutes 
which  attempt  to  exempt  such  associations 
from  the  operation  of  the  general  provisions 
as  to  usury." 

Such  statutes  are  held  by  the  great 
weight  of  authority  to  be  constitutional. 

Tlius,  in  Alabama  an  act  in  effect  de- 
claring that  the  transactions  of  building 
and  loan  associations  in  loaning  their 
money  should  be  excepted  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  statute  against  usury  has  been 
held  valid.  Montgomery  Mut.  BIdg.  &  L. 
Asso.  V.  Robinson,  69  Ala.  413.  The  court 
said:  "The  general  assembly  ordained  the 
statute  against  usury,  and  its  power  to 
designate  the  transactions  which  shall  be 
deemed  offensive  to,  or  which  shall  be  ex- 
cepted from  the  influence  of,  the  ststute,  is 
not  questioned.  When  it  lends  express  sanc- 
tion to  a  particular  transaction,  from  the 
operation  of  the  statute  that  transaction  is 
withdrawn  and  excepted."  To  the  same  ef- 
fect are  Security  Ix>an  Asso.  v.  Lake,  69 
Ala.  456,  and  Sheldon  v.  Birmingham  Bldg 
&  L.  Asso.  121  Ala.  278,  25  So.  820. 
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APPEAL  hj  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  the  City  of  St. 
Louis  in  defendant's  favor  in  an  action  for 
an  accounting  aa  to  a  certain  alleged  usur- 
ious loan.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  James  J.  O'Donohoe,  for  appel- 
lant: 

The  funds  of  a  building  and  loan  asso- 
ciation must  be  offered  to  the  stockholders 
at  a  stated  meeting  without  restriction  as 
to  the  premium.  Each  stockholder  must 
be  afforded  the  opportunity  of  borrowing 
at  the  lowest  rate  he  can,  in  competition 
with  other  stockholders.  The  officers  or 
board  of  directors  have  no  right  to  regulate 
by  by-law  or  otherwise  the  premium. 

Lewis  T.   Farmers'   Loan   &   Bldg.   Asso. 


183  Mo.  351,  81  S.  W.  887;  McDonnell  ▼. 
De  Soto  Sav.  &  Bldg.  Asso.  175  Mo.  2s0,  97 
Am.  St.  Rep.  692,  75  S.  W.  438;  Ruppel  v. 
Missouri  Guarantee,  Sav.  &  Bldg.  Aaso.  15S 
Mo.  613,  59  S.  W.  1000;  Arbuthnot  v.  Brook- 
field  Loan  &  Bldg.  Asso.  98  Mo.  App.  3S2, 
72  8.  W.  132;  Thudium  v.  Brookfield  Jjcan 
&  Bldg.  Asso.  98  Mo.  App.  377,  72  S.  \V. 
134;  Sappington  v.  i£tna  Loan  Co.  91  Mo. 
App.  551;  Fry  v.  Missouri  Guarantee  Sai-. 
A.  Bldg.  Asso.  88  Mo.  App.  289;  Fowle^i  v. 
.fEtna  Loan  Co.  86  Mo.  App.  103;  Clark  v. 
Missouri  Guarantee  Sav.  &  Bldg.  Asso.  8.3 
Mo.  App.  388;  State  ex  rel.  Phoenix  Ix>an 
Asso.  V.  Stockton,  85  Mo.  App.  477;  Miller 
T.  Missouri  Guarantee  Sav.  &  Bldg.  Asso. 
83  Mo.  App.  669;  Edinger  x.  Missouri  Guar- 
antee Sav.  &  Loan  Asso.  83  Mo.  App.  615; 


And  such  a  statute  has  been  held  not  to 
violate  a  constitutional  provision  prohibit- 
ing local  laws  from  being  enacted  for  the 
benefit  of  individuals  or  corporations,  or  the 
suspension  of  any  general  law  for  the  bene- 
fit of  any  individual,  association,  or  cor- 
poration, since  such  statute  applies  to  siich 
organizations  as  a  class,  and  does  not  be- 
stow any  special  benefit  upon  any  individ- 
ual or  corporation,  or  suspend  any  general 
law  for  such  purpose.  Beyer  v.  National 
Bldg.  &  L.  Asso.  131  Ala.  369,  31  So.  113. 

In  Connecticut  ah  act  validating  all  con- 
tracts of  a  building  and  loan  association 
which  were  by  tlie  general  law  usurious  has 
been  held  not  unconstitutional  as  an  im- 
pairment of  the  obligation  of  contracts  then 
existing,  nor  as  a  retrospective  law,  where 
it  was  not  unjust  and  unreasonable.  Welch 
V.  Wadsworth,  30  Conn.  149,  79  Am.  Dec. 
236;  Mechanics'  &  W.  M.  Mut.  Sav.  Bank 
&  Bldg.  Asso.  V.  Allen,  28  Conn.  97. 

In  Georgia  a  constitutional  provision  that 
no  special  law  shall  be  enacted  in  any  case 
for  which  provision  has  been  made  by  an 
existing  law  is  held  not  to  be  violated  by  an 
act  authorizing  building  and  loan  associa- 
tions to  charge  interest  which  would  other- 
wise be  usurious,  since  the  classification  is 
not  purely  arbitrary  and  founded  on  no 
reason.  Union  Sav. -Bank  &.  T.  Co.  v.  Dot- 
tenheim,  107  Ga.  000,  34  S.  E.  217;  Cook 
V.  Equitable  BUlg.  &  L.  Asso.  104  Ga.  814, 
30  S.  E.  911. 

The  United  States  circuit  court  in  Bran- 
don V.  Miller,  118  Fed.  361,  considered  it- 
self bound  by  the  decision  of  the  state  court 
of  Georgia  upon  the  constitutionality  of  p 
statute  allowing  loan  associations  to  take 
interest  in  excess  of  the  legal  rate,  *but  its 
views  were  apparently  in  harmony  with  the 
state  court's  holding  that  such  a  statute 
was  not  a  violation  of  the  United  States 
Constitution,  providing  that  no  state  shall 
deny  to  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction 
the  equal  protection  of  the  laws. 

And  in  Illinois  a  statute  in  substance 
providing  that  no  premiums,  fines,  or  in- 
terest which  might  accrue  to  a  building  as- 
sociation, shall  be  deemed  usurious,  is  held 
not  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  constitutional 
86  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


provision  prohibiting  the  legislature  from 
passing  any  local  or  special  laws  regulat- 
ing the  rate  of  interest  on  money.  Wingct 
V.  Quincy  Bldg.  &  Homestead  Asso.  128  III. 
67,  21  N.  E.  12.  To  the  same  effect  is 
Freeman  v.  Ottawa  Bldg.  Homestead  &  Sav. 
Asso.  114  111.  182,  28  N.  E.  Oil. 

In  Indiana  a  statute  providing  that  no 
premiums,  fines,  or  interest  which  accrue  to 
building  and  loan  associations,  "shall  be 
deemed  usurious,"  is  held  not  to  contra 
vene  the  constitutional  provisions  prohibit- 
ing the  granting  of  special  privileges,  and 
the  passage  of  special  laws  relating  to  in- 
terest. McLaughlin  v.  Citizens'  Bldg.  L.  & 
Sav.  Asso.  62  Ind.  264;  International  BUl^. 
&  L.  Asso.  v.  Wall,  163  Ind.  554,  55  N.  E. 
431 ;  Shaffrey  v.  Workingmen's  Sav.  L.oaii 
&  Bldg.  Asso.  64  Ind.  600. 

And  it  has  been  held  in  this  state  that  the 
legislature,  having  authority  to  authorize  a 
contract  between  borrowers  and  building 
and  loan  associations  for  the  payment  uf 
any  premiums  with  or  without  bidding,  can 
legalize  such  a  contract  already  made. 
Racer  v.  International  Bldg.  &  L.  Asso 
(Ind.  App.)   63  N.  E.  772. 

The  leading  Iowa  case,  Iowa  Sav.  &  I.. 
Asso.  V.  Heidt,  holding  exemption  acts  con- 
stitutional, is  dealt  with  in  the  opinion  in 
SriTtlOVEB  V.  Jeffebson  Bldo.  &   L.   Asso. 

Effect  was  given  in  Co-Operative  Bank  v. 
Meldrum,  128  Iowa,  694,  105  N.  W.  20C,  U 
a  statute  exempting  building  and  loan  as- 
sociations from  the  provisions  of  the  usury 
statute,  and  a  usurious  loan  was  held  to 
become  legalized  by  such  act. 

And  effect  was  also  given  to  such  a  pro- 
vision in  Le  Mars  Bldg.  &  L.  Asso.  \. 
Burgess,  129  Iowa,  422,  105  N.  W.  041, 
where  it  was  held  sufficient,  in  answer  to 
the  contention  that  a  loan  was  usurious,  to 
say  that  the  statute  excepted  building  ami 
loan  contracts  from  the  operation  of  the 
general  law  relating  to  usury. 

The  holding  of  the  court  in  Kentucky  on 
the  question  here  considered  is  against  the 
great  weight  of  authority,  such  provisions 
in  this  jurisdiction  being  held  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Thus,  a  provision  in  an  act  incorporating 
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liarncn  v.  Missouri  Guarantee  Sav.  &  Bldg. 
^\sso.  83  Mo.  App.  4C6;  Sappington  T.  ^tna 
I^oan  Co.  76  Mo.  App.  242;  Price  t.  Em- 
pire Loan  Asso.  75  Mo.  App.  551;  Moore  t. 
Cameron  Bldg.  &,  L.  Asso.  74  Mo.  App.  408; 
IJrown  T.  Archer,  62  Mo.  App.  277. 

The  premium  statute  is  unconstitutional. 

Reiser  v.  William  Tell  Sar.  Fund  Asso. 
39  Pa.  137;  Philanthropic  Bldg.  Asso.  v. 
:MeKnight,  35  Pa.  470;  Premium  Fund 
uAsso.'s  Appeal,  39  Pa.  150;  Link  v.  German- 
town  Bldg.  Asso.  89  Pa.  15;  Simpson  v. 
Kentucky  Citizens'  Bldg.  &  L.  Asso.  101 
Ky.  496,  41  S.  W.  570,  42  S.  W.  834;  Monti- 
cello  Mut.  Bldg.  Loan  &  Homestead  Asso.  v. 
Smythe,  9  Rep.  714;  Citizens'  Secur.  & 
Land  Co.  v.  Uhler,  48  Md.  455;  Columbia 
Bldg.  &  L.  Asso.  T.  Bollinger,  12  Rich.  Eq. 


124,  78  Am.  Dec.  403;  Cooley,  Const.  Lira.  p. 
485;  Endlich,  Bldg.  Asso.  §  363;  State  ex 
rel.  Richey  v.  McGrath,  95  Mo.  193,  8  S.  W. 
425. 

Messrs.  Klncaly  &  Klnealy,  for  re- 
spondent: 

Laws  regulating  building  and  loan  asso- 
ciations, and  exempting  them  from  the  ef- 
fects of  the  usury  statutes,  are  not  uncon- 
stitutional. 

Sheldon  t.  Birmingham  Bldg.  &  L.  Asso. 
121  Ala.  278,  25  So.  820;  Cook  t.  Equitable 
Bldg.  &  L.  Asso.  104  Ga.  814,  30  S.  E.  911; 
Holmes  v.  Smythe,  100  111.  413;  Security 
Sav.  &  L.  Asso.  v.  Elbert,  153  Ind.  198,  54 
N.  E.  753;  Iowa  Sav.  &,  L.  Asso.  ▼.  Heidt, 
107  Iowa,  297,  43  L.R.A.  689,  70  Am.  St. 
Rep.  107,  77  N.  W.  1050;  People's  Bldg.  & 


a  building  and  loan  association,  that  "no 
dues,  premiums,  interest,  or  fines  that  may 
accrue  to  the  association  in  accordance  with 
its  charter,  shall  be  deemed  usurious,"  is 
held  unconstitutional,  as  an  attempt  to  con- 
fer special  privileges  on  such  associationp. 
Henderson  Bldg.  &.  L.  Asso.  v.  Johnson,  88 
Ky.  191,  3  L.R.A.  280,  10  S.  W.  787;  Hen- 
derson Bldg.  &  L.  Asso.  T.  Zeiler,  11  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  702,  12  S.  W.  045 ;  Locknane  t.  United 
States  Sav.  &  L.  Co.  103  Ky.  265,  44  S.  W. 
977;  James  v.  James,  21  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1401, 
55  S.  W.  193;  Mack  v.  Workingmen's  Bldg. 
&  L.  Asso.  5  Ky.  L.  Rep.  520. 

And  such  provisions  are  also  held  to  vio- 
late a  constitutional  provision  prohibiting 
the  legislature  from  passing  local  or  special 
acts  regulating  the  rate  of  interest.  Simp- 
son V.  Kentucky  Citizens'  Bldg.  &  L.  Asso. 
101  Ky.  496,  41  S.  W.  570,  42  S.  W.  834; 
Safety  Bldg.  &  L.  Asso.  v.  Ecklar,  100  Ky. 
115,  50  S.  W.  50. 

And  such  associations  are  held  to  be  "men 
and  sets  of  men,"  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution,  upon  whom  it  is  violative  of 
tlie  Bill  of  Rights  to  confer  separate  or  ex- 
clusive privileges,  except  in  consideration 
of  public  services.  Simpson  t.  Kentucky 
Citizens'  Bldg.  &  h.  Asso.  supra;  Gordon 
V.  Winchester  Bldg.  &,  Accumulating  Fund 
Asso.  12  Bush,  110,  23  Am.  Rep.  713. 

In  Gordon  v.  Winchester  Bldg.  &  Accu- 
mulating Fund  Asso.  supra,  the  court  said 
that  the  question  was  to  be  decided  as  if 
the  legislature  had,  by  a  special  act,  under- 
taken to  authorize  a  natural  person  to 
charge  and  collect  a  greater  rate  of  inter- 
est than  was  permitted  by  the  general  low, 
and  to  relieve  such  person  from  the  penalty 
denounced  for  charging  such  interest. 

Neither  is  the  ruling  of  the  courts  in 
Maryland  in  harmony  with  the  general  rule. 

Thus,  it  has  been  held  in  that  state  that 
a  statute  undertaking  to  permit  building 
and  loan  associations  to  loan  money  at  a 
higher  rate  of  interest  than  that  provided 
for  by  the  Constitution  and  general  laws 
was  invalid  as  class  legislation,  notwith- 
standing a  constitutional  provision  that 
"the  legal  rate  of  interest  shall  be  Opor 
cent  per  annum,  unless  otherwise  provided 
26  LJl.A.(N.S.)  78 


for  by  the  general  assembly."  Citizens' 
Secur.  &  Ijind  Co.  v.  Uhler,  48  Md.  455. 
The  court  said:  "That  the  legislature  has 
the  power  to  prescribe  a  rate  of  interest 
for  all  persons  and  all  corporations,  either 
above  or  below  0  per  cent,  is  not  questioned. 
That  is,  to  pass  a  general  law  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  it  lias  no  power  to  authorize  one 
person  to  charge  6  per  cent  and  another  10 
per  cent  and  another  25 '  per  cent.  The 
pernicious  effects  of  such  special  class  legis- 
lation are  so  obvious  that,  in  the  absence 
of  plain  language  showing  such  to  be  the 
intention,  we  are  not  to  presume  that  either 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  or  the  peo- 
ple who  adopted  it,  meant  to  confer  a  power 
so  extraordinary  on  the  legislature." 

And  in  Birmingham  v.  Maryland  Land  ik 
Permanent  Homestead  Asso.  45  Md.  541, 
where  the  contract  was  held  not  to  be  with- 
in the  terms  of  the  act,  the  court  said  that 
it  was  a  grave  question  whether  it  was  com- 
petent for  the  legislature,  by  a  special  law, 
to  confer  upon  building  and  loan  associa- 
tions the  peculiar  privilege  of  exacting 
usury  on  loans  of  money.  But  see  later 
Indiana  cases,  previously  cited. 

The  holding  in  Minnesota  is  in  accord 
with  the  general  rule,  and  a  statute  ex- 
empting loans  made  by  such  associations 
from  the  provisions  of  the  general  act  rela- 
tive to  usury  is  held  not  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional as  class  legislation.  Zenith  Bldg.  & 
L.  Asso.  v.  Heimbach,  77  Minn.  97,  79  N. 
W.  609. 

So,  in  Missouri  a  statute  exempting 
building  and  loan  associations  from  the 
operation  of  the  usury  laws  was  given  eifect 
in  Stanley  v.  Verity,  08  Mo.  App.  032,  73 
S.  W.  727,  and  it  was  said  that  the  provi- 
sion had  never  been  said  to  be  in  conflict 
with  the  Constitution. 

In  Nebraska  an  act  reciting  that  the  con- 
tracts of  building  and  loan  associations 
shall  not  be  construed  as  usurious  is  held 
not  to  be  invalid  as  an  attempt  by  the  legis- 
lature to  usurp  the  powers  of  the  courts. 
Nebraska  Loan  &  Bldg.  Asso.  v.  Perkins, 
61  Neb.  254,  85  N.  W.  67. 

And  such  provision  is  held  not  invalid 
as  class  legislation,  or  as  being  in  the  na- 
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L.  Asso.  y.  Billing,  104  Mich.  186,  62  N.  W. 
373;  Zenith  BIdg.  &  L.  Asso.  t.  Heimbach, 
77  Minn.  97,  79  N.  W.  609;  Home  Bldg. 
&  L.  Asso.  T.  Nolan,  21  Mont.  205,  53  Fac. 
738;  South  Omaha  Loan  &  Bldg.  Asso.  t. 
Wirrick,  63  Neb.  598,  88  N.  W.  694;  Cramer 
▼.  Soutliem  Ohio  Ix>an  &  T.  Co.  72  Ohio 
St.  395,  69  L.R.A.  415,  74  N.  E.  200,  2 
A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  990;  Smoot  v.  People's 
Perpetual  Loan  &  Bldg.  Asso.  95  Va.  68G,  41 
L.R.A.  589,  29  S.  E.  746;  Archer  v.  Balti- 
more Bldg.  &  L.  Asso.  45  W.  Va.  37,  30  S. 


E.  241;  Stanley  r.  Verity,  38  Xo.  Ajip.  6M, 
73  S.  W.  727. 

Gantt,  P.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  ten  gharri 
of  stock  of  the  par  value  of  $240  each  in 
the  defendant  corporation  and  building  as- 
sociation, organized  under  the  laws  of  this 
state,  and,  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1892. 
she  borrowed  from  it  the  sum  of  $2,400,  and 
together    with   her    husband,    Henry   Spit- 


ture  of  special  legislation.  Livingston  Loan 
&  Bldg.  Asso.  V.  Drummond,  49  Neb.  200, 
68  N,  W.  375;  South  Omaha  Loan  &  Bldg. 
Asso.  V.  Wirrick,  63  Neb.  508,  88  N.  W. 
694. 

A  statute  expressly  rendering  fines, 
monthly  payments,  and  premiums  of  build- 
ing and  loan  associations  innocuous,  under 
statutes  prohibiting  usury,  was  given  effect 
in  Preston  v.  Rockey,  186  N.  Y.  186,  77 
N.  E.  1156,  7  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  315.  But 
its  constitutionality  was  not  expressly  con- 
sidered. 

In  North  Dakota  an  act  exempting  build- 
ing and  loan  associations  from  the  provi- 
sions of  the  statute  regulating  usury  is 
held  not  to  violate  a  constitutional  provi- 
sion which  requires  all  laws  of  a  general 
nature  to  have  a  uniform  operation,  or  n 
provision  which  forbids  the  granting  of 
privileges  or  immunities  to  any  citizen,  or 
class  of  citiEens,  which  upon  the  same  terras 
shall  not  be  granted  to  all  citizens,  or  a 
further  provision  prohibiting  the  legisla- 
ture from  passing  any  special  law  "regu- 
lating the  rate  of  interest  on  money."  Ver- 
mont Loan  &  T.  Co.  v.  Whithed,  2  N.  D. 
82,  49  N.  W.  318.  The  court  said:  "A 
statute  relating  to  persons  or  things  as  a 
class  is  a  general  law;  one  relating  to  par- 
ticular persons  or  things  of  a  class  is  spe- 
cial." Sutherland,  Stat.  Constr.  §  121. 
"Special  laws  are  those  made  for  individ\ial 
cases,  or  for  less  than  a  class  requiring 
laws  appropriate  to  ita  peculiar  condition 
and  circumstances."  An  inspection  of  the 
statute  under  consideration  at  once  dis- 
closes that  it  does  not  come  within  the 
above  definition  of  a  special  law.  Nor  does 
it  grant  any  privileges  or  immunities  to 
any  citizen  that  would  not  equally  extend 
to  any  other  citizen  coming  within  the  class 
to  which  the  exception  applies.  It  is  a 
statute  general  in  its  nature. 

In  Ohio  it  is  held  that  a  provision  ex- 
empting building  and  loan  associations 
from  the  usury  laws  is  not  a  violation  of  a 
constitutional  provision  requiring  all  laws 
to  have  a  uniform  operation,  or  of  a  pro- 
vision that  no  special  privileges  or  im- 
munities shall  he  granted.  Cramer  v. 
Southern  Ohio  Loan  &  T.  Co.  72  Ohio  St. 
306,  69  L.R.A.  416,  74  N.  E.  200,  2  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Cas.  090 ;  Spies  v.  Southern  Ohio  l^an 
&  T.  Co.  24  Ohio  C.  C.  40;  Brooklyn  Bldg. 
&  L.  Asso.  v.  Desnoyers,  26  Ohio  C.  C.  352 ; 
Carmichael  v.  Indcmnitv  Sav.  &  L.  Co.  16 
Ohio  S.  &  C.  P.  Dec.  341. 
96  L.R~4.(N.S.) 


In  Pennsylvania  a  statute  declaring  tint 
the  true  intent  of  a  former  act  relative  to 
building  and  loan  association  premiuim  is 
that  premiums  thus  obtained  "snould  not  be 
deemed  usurious"  has  been  held  invalid  en 
the  ground  that  a  subsequent  legislature 
has  no  constitutional  authority  U)  direct 
the  judiciary  how  it  shall  interpret  prior 
statutes.  Reiser  v.  William  Tell  Sav.  Fund 
Asso.  39  Pa.  137;  Premium  Fund  Asso.'i 
Appeal,  39  Pa.  156. 

The  rule  in  Virginia  is  in  accord  n-ith 
the  weight  of  authority,  and  it  is  there  held 
that  the  legislature  has  the  power  to  pa» 
an  act  legalizing  the  contracts  of  building 
and  loan  associations  which  were  previous- 
ly usurious,  and  that  such  a  statute  iop- 
not  violate  the  constitutional  provision 
against  granting  special  privile^s.  Smoot 
V.  People's  Perpetual  Loan  &  Bldg.  Asso. 
95  Va.  686,  41  L.R.A.  589,  29  S.  E.  746. 
Bryan  v.  Augusta  Perpetual  Bldg.  &  I. 
Asso.  104  Va.  611,  52  S.  E.  357;  Bosang  r. 
Iron  Belt  Bldg.  &,  L.  Asso.  96  Va.  119,  30 
S.  E.  440.  The  court  in  Smoot  v.  Peoples 
Perpetual  Loan  &  Bldg.  Asso.  supra,  said: 
"It  is  within  the  power  of'  the  legislature 
to  designate  what  transactions  shall  be  sub- 
ject to,  and  what  shall  be  exempt  from,  tiie 
influence  of  the  laws  against  usury.  It 
may  take  away  the  defense  of  usury,  or  it 
may  remove  a  disability  to  contract  wliie'i 
it  had  previously  imposed;  and,  though  i 
court  cannot  by  charter  create  a  corpora- 
tion with  power  to  make  contracts  contrary 
to  the  usury  laws,  the  legislature  may.  Ii 
the  case  in  judgment,  the  legislative  enact- 
ment has  rendered  valid  contracts  whicH 
were  previously  usurious,  and  this  is  a 
valid  exercise  of  power." 

The  court,  in  Archer  ▼.  Baltimore  Bldf 
&  L.  Asso.  45  W.  Va.  37,  30  S.  E.  241,  in 
holding  a  provision  exempting  building  and 
loan  associations  from  the  operation  of  the 
usury  law,  said:  "The  advancements  made 
by  building  associations  to  their  memben 
differ  so  materially  from  ordinary  loans 
that  the  legislature  is  justified  in  classin: 
them  separately  as  regards  the  interest  and 
usury  of  such  transactions." 

As  to  usury  in  loans  by  buililing  and 
loan  associations  generally,  see  Reeve  t. 
Ladies'  Bldg.  Asso.  56  Ark.  335,  18  L.R.A. 
129,  19  S.  W.  917,  and  as  to  conflict  of  lava 
as  to. usury  on  contracts  of  foreign  build- 
ing and  loan  associations,  see  United  State? 
Sav.  &  L.  Co.  V.  Becklev,  137  Ala.  119,  « 
L.R.A.  33,  97  Am.  St.  Rep.  19,  33  So.  934. 
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hover,  executed  to  the  defendant  a  bond 
'wherein  they  acknowledged  themselves  in- 
debted to  the  association  in  the  sum  of 
$2,400,  with  $10  per  month  interest  from 
date,  and  a  premium  of  $8.40  for  a  prefer- 
ence in  obtaining  the  loan,  and  conditioned 
that  they  would  pay  to  the  association 
$28.40  every  month  as  the  dues  on  the 
etock,  interest,  and  premium  on  the  loan, 
and  also  that  they  would  promptly  pay  all 
fines  assessed  against  them  and  taxes  and 
assessments  levied  upon  the  real  estate  de- 
scribed in  the  deed  of  trust  securing  the 
bond.  And  that  if  at  any  time  they  should 
permit  the  dues,  interest,  premium,  or  fines 
to  remain  unpaid  for  six  months,  then  the 
whole  debt  should  become  due  at  once  at  the 
option  of  the  association,  and  the  deed  of 
trust  might  be  enforced  for  the  payment 
of  the  debt.  At  the  same  time,  as  further 
security  for  the  bond  and  debt,  plaintiff  and 
her  husband  executed  to  Julius  E.  Greffet  as 
trustee  a  deed  of  trust  upon  the  lot  of  ground 
in  city  block  2332  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis, 
having  a  front  of  25  feet  on  the  north  line 
of  Madison  street.  The  deed  of  trust  pro- 
vided that  in  case  the  dues,  interest,  pre- 
mium, or  fines  should  become  in  default  for 
six  months,  or  if  at  any  time  such  dues,  in- 
terest, premium,  and  fines  accumulate  so 
as  to  equal  the  sum  of  six  months'  dues,  in- 
terest, premium,  and  fines,  or  if  the  plain- 
tiff failed  to  pay  the  taxes  on  the  property, 
or  to  keep  the  same  free  from  mechanics' 
Hens,  the  trustee  might  proceed  to  sell  the 
property  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
amount  due. 

At  the  time  of  the  execution  of  this  bond 
and  deed  of  trust,  plaintiff  also  pledged  her 
ten  shares  of  stock  to  the  association.  The 
last  payment  made  by  the  plaintiff  and  her 
husband  on  account  of  the  loan  was  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1900,  and  because  of  the  default  in 
payments,  the  association  caused  the  prop- 
erty to  be  sold,  after  advertising  the  same, 
on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1901,  and  it  was 
purchased  by  the  association  for  $2,250.  On 
the  28th  of  August,  1905,  plaintiff  instituted 
this  suit  claiming  that  the  loan  made  to  her 
was  usurious,  and  that  she  had  in  reality 
paid  back  all  that  was  due  from  her,  and 
consequently  there  was  no  default  on  her 
-part  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  the  proper- 
ty by  the  trustee;  and  in  her  petition  she 
prays  that  an  accounting  may  be  had  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  that  she  may  be  giv- 
en judgment  against  respondent  for  the 
amoiut  found  to  have  been  paid  in  by  her, 
and  also  the  amount  that  the  property 
brought  at  the  foreclosure  sale,  together 
with  interest  thereon  at  6  per  cent  per  an- 
num, less  the  amount  of  the  loan  to  her 
with  5  per  cent  interest  thereon. 

The  grounds  upon  which  plaintiff  seeks 
99  L.B^.(N.8.) 


recovery  are  set  forth  in  her  petition  as 
follows:  "Plaintiff  states  further  that  de- 
fendant charged  plaintiff  35  per  cent  of  said 
loan  of  $2,400  as  and  for  a  premium,  and  that 
said  premium  is  unreasonable,  extortionate, 
oppressive,  illegal,  and  usurious;  and  article 
10  of  chapter  12  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
Missouri  of  1899  [Anno.  Stat  1906,  pp. 
1083-1102],  particularly  §  1862  thereof,  and 
article  9  of  chapter  42  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  of  Missouri  of  1889  especially  § 
2814  thereof,  under  which  said  loan  was  pre- 
tended to  be  let,  and  by  virtue  of  which  it 
(defendant)  was.  incorporated,  are  all  in 
conflict  with  and  in  contravention  of  §  63 
of  article  4  of  page  80  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  state  of  Missouri  [Anno.  Stat.  1906, 
p.  197],  and  especially  that  part  of  said 
section  of  said  article  which  provides:  "The 
general  assembly  shall  not  pass  any  local 
or  special  law  fixing  the  rate  of  interest,' 
and  in  violation  of  §§  6073  and  6975  of 
chapter  90,  pp.  1428  and  1429,  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes  of  Missouri  of  1889,  and  in 
conflict  with  §  3708  of  chapter  40  of  tho 
Revised  Statutes  of  Missouri  of  1899  [Anno. 
Statt.  1906,  p.  2077].  That  the  Constitu- 
tion and  statutes  aforesaid  were  all  in  full 
force  and  effect  at  all  of  the  dates  herein 
named.  Plaintiff  further  states  that  said 
loan  was  not  awarded  by  means  of  an  auc- 
tion, and  thero  was  no  competitive  bid- 
ding therefor;  on  the  contrary,  defendant 
charged  said  premium  through  private  con- 
tract with  plaintiff  and  by  an  arbitrary  de- 
mand of  said  35  per  cent  per  annum." 

On  the  part  of  the  defendant  the  evidence 
tended  to  prove  that,  at  a  regular  monthly 
meeting  on  June  8,  1892,  the  executive  com- 
mittee presented  an  application  from  the 
plaintiff  and  her  husband  for  a  loan  of  $2,- 
200,  more  or  less,  to  purchase  a  lot  on  the 
north  side  of  Madison  between  Nineteenth 
and  Twentieth  streets,  and  erect  thereon  a 
two-story  brick  stable  with  four  living 
rooms  above.  The  president,  Mr.  Hercules, 
offered  $2,200,  more  or  less,  for  sale  to  tho 
highest  bidder,  and  35  per  cent  premium 
was  offered  by  Mrs.  Spithover;  there  being 
no  other  higher  bid,  the  president  declared 
$2,200,  more  or  less,  sold  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spithover  at  35  per  cent  premium.  It  was 
then  moved  and  seconded  that  the  loan  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spithover  be  granted  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  real  estate  and  build- 
ing committees,  and  also  subject  to  the  bor- 
rowers paying  into  the  association  two 
years'  dues  in  advance  on  the  number  of 
shares  borrowed  on,  and  this  motion  was 
adopted.  Section  36  of  the  by-laws  of  the 
defendant  corporation  was  offered  by  tho 
plaintiff  and  read  in  evidence;  it  was  in 
these  words:  "The  funds  of  the  associa- 
tion will  arise  frpm  the  foU^ctioq  of  qiontb- 
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ly  dues,  premiums  on  loans,  fines,  and  other 
sources.  Tlie  money  thus  accumulated  shall, 
the  second  Wednesday  ic  each  month,  be 
put  up  at  auction,  and  awarded  to  the 
shareholder  who  bids  the  highest  premium 
for  the  same.  Each  stockholder  is  entitled 
to  receive  from  the  association  a  loan  on 
real  estate  security  of  $240  for  each  share 
of  stock  he  holds.  The.  successful  bidder 
shall  be  entitled  to  take  out  at  the  premium 
paid  a  loan  on  all  the  shares  he  holds.  If 
there  is  not  that  much  money  on  hand,  the 
succeeding  collections  shall  be  placed  to  his 
credit  until  his  loan  is  all  paid  off.  N6  loan 
shall  be  made  to  a  second  bidder  on  the 
same  evening  for  a  premium  lower  than  the 
successful  bid.  The  secretary  may  bid  in 
any  loan  for  any  member  requesting  same 
and  filing  his  application.  All  members  de- 
siring to  take  out  a  loan  must  file  with  the 
secretary  an  application  as  prescribed  by 
law."  It  was  admitted  that  the  real  estate 
upon  which  the  loan  was  secured  was  the 
sole  and  separate  property  of  the  plaintiff. 
Other  facts  will  be  noted  if  necessary,  in 
the  course  of  the  opinion. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  plaintilT  based  her 
claim  for  relief  upon  two  substantive  propo- 
sitions, to  wit,  that  the  loan  which  was 
made  to  her  was  not  awarded  at  an  auction 
of  the  money  of  the  association,  but  was 
made  through  private  contract;  and,  second- 
ly, that  the  statute  (Rev.  Stat.  1889,  § 
2814)  which  provided:  "No  premiums, 
fines,  or  interest  on  such  premiums  that 
may  accrue  to  the  said  corporation  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  this  article,  shall 
be  deemed  usurious,  and  the  same  may  be 
collected  as  debts  of  like  amount  are  now 
by  law  collected," — is  and  was  unconstitu- 
tional. 

In  regard  to  the  first  proposition,  that 
the  money  or  loan  was  not  awarded  to  her 
at  an  auction,  as  required  by  the  statutory 
provision  in  §  2812,  Rev.  Stat.  1889,  there 
was  absolutely  no  proof  worthy  of  the  name 
which  sustains  her  contention  in  this  re- 
spect. The  testimony  of  Mr.  Kelly,  the 
secretary  of  the  association,  and  of  Her- 
cules, the  president,  as  well  as  a  record  of 
the  association  made  on  the  day  the  loan 
was  awarded  to  her,  contradicts  her  conten- 
.  tion  in  this  respect,  and  the  proof  on  her 
part  utterly  fails  to  susbtantiate  her  claim. 
She  herself  did  not  establish  the  truth  of 
this  allegation  when  she  was  a  witness  on 
the  stand,  and  the  deed  of  trust  which  she 
executed  to  secure  the  loan  recites  on  its 
face  "said  premium  having  been  bid  at  the 
rate  of  35  per  cent."  As  to  her  insistence 
that  Mr.  Kelly  and  Mr.  Hercules  were  not 
competent  witnesses,  it  appearing  that 
plaintiff's  husband  acted  for  her  on  the  oc- 
rasion  of  the  awarding  of  the  loan  on  her 
20  I-.R,A.(N.S.) 


bid,  their  competency,  even  if  questioned  at 
the  proper  time,  was  settled  by  this  court 
in  banc,  in  Southern  Commercial  Sav.  Bank 
V.  Slattery,  166  Mo.  620,  66  S.  W.  10«S. 
To  the  further  contention  along  this  line, 
that  there  could  be  no  fair  letting  under 
the  association's  by-laws  (§  36),  no  such 
question  as  that  was  presented  to  the  cir- 
cuit court,  or  passed  upon  by  it.  This  by- 
law was  introduced  by  the  plaintilT,  and  it 
is  perfectly  obvious  that  it  is  not  obnoxious 
to  the  criticism  of  the  plaintilT.  Her  con- 
struction of  this  section  is  utterly  unten- 
able. It  does  not  mean,  as  she  contend^, 
that  there  could  not  be  a  separate  auctioa 
of  different  funds  on  the  same  night  or 
same  occasion.  Her  contention  is  that,  be- 
cause Mr.  Gregory  had  bid  off  a  loan  on 
that  same  evening,  therefore  the  separate 
auction  subsequently  had,  at  which  she  bid 
off  the  loan  in  suit,  was  contrary  to  the 
by-laws  and  illegal.  We  think  the  by-las 
is  not  susceptible  of  any  such  construction 
We  may  also  add  in  this  connection  that 
the  point  attempted  to  be  made  by  th-o 
plaintiff  in  regard  to  g  35  of  the  by-Iavi 
is  wholly  outside  of  the  record  in  the  cav. 
and  was  not  involved  in  any  manner,  anl 
was  not  before  the  circuit  court,  and  wu 
entirely  unsupported  by  any  evidence  what- 
ever. 

2.  Although  §  2814  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes of  1889  was  enacted  in  1879,  and  ap- 
pears in  the  Revision  of  1879  as  a  new  wt 
tion,  number  064,  and  is  substantially  ir. 
the  same  form  in  the  Revision  of  18V9  ,> 
1364),  its  constitutionality  has  never  been 
determined  by  this  court.  But  the  question 
of  usury,  as  inhering  in  these  building  ani 
loan  contracts,  has  been  the  occasion  of 
many  decisions  in  our  sister  states  upon  tb« 
origin  and  character  of  such  associatinn'. 
and  especially  as  to  the  relation  of  a  luac 
to  the  stock  upon  which  it  is  based.  And 
while  there  has  not  been  perfect  unanimity 
of  opinion  on  the  subject,  a  very  large  ma- 
jority of  the  courts  have  upheld  the  con- 
stitutionality of  statutes  which  are  practi- 
cally the  same  as  §  2814,  Rev.  Stat  188?. 
Some  of  the  courts,  notably  the  siiprenip 
courts  of  Kentucky,  South  Carolina,  ani 
North  Carolina,  treat  the  sale  of  the  funds 
for  premium  as  a  subterfuge  for  charging 
usurious  interest,  and  when  the  prcmiuiii 
and  the  interest  on  a  loan  exceed  the  lanfui 
legal  rate  prescribed  by  statute  for  all  other 
loans,  the  transaction  falls  within  the  pen- 
alty of  the  usury  laws,  and  the  associatios 
can  only  recover  the  lawful  rate  of  interest 
on  its  loan,  or  the  amount  actually  ad- 
vanced to  the  borrower;  and  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  which  permits  such  association 
to  exact  from  their  borrowing  members 
pron:iums  in  addition  to  the  legal  rate  of 
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intnrost    is    in   violation    of   constitutional 
provisions  in  those  states  wliich  forbid  the 
Icj^i  stature  passing  any  local  or  special  acts 
regulating  the  rate  of  interest.    Simpson  v. 
Kentucky   Citizens'   Bldg.   &   L.  Asso.    101 
Ky.  496.  41  S.  W.  570,  42  S.  W.  834;  Mills 
V.  Salisbury  Bldg.  &.  L.  Asso.  75  N.  C.  299; 
Oolumbia  Bldg.  &  L.  Asso.  v.  Bollinger,  12 
Kich.  Eq.  124,  78  Am.  Dec.  463.    A  loan  to 
members  at  a  legal  rate  of  interest,  with 
reasonable  dues  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
organization,    however,    has    been    held    by 
these  courts  as  not  usurious.    On  the  other 
hand,  the  supreme  courts  of  Alabama,  Geor- 
gia, Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Michigan,  Minn- 
esota, Montana,   Nebraska,  Ohio,  Virginia, 
and  West  Virginia  have  sustained  statutes 
in  all  substantial  respects  like  §  2814,  Rev. 
Stat.  1889,  as  constitutional,  not  inimical  to 
our  constitutional  provision  against  special 
legislation  "fixing  the  rate  of  interest,"  and 
not   violative   of   the   general    provision   of 
tlie  Constitution  of  these  states  against  the 
passage  of  any  local  or  special  law.    Thus, 
in  Alabama   (Sheldon  v.  Birmingham  Bldg. 
&  L.  Asso.  121  Ala.  loc.  cit.  284,  25  So.  823) 
the  court  said:    "A  by-law  of  the  defendant 
exhibited    in    the    bill    provides    that    'the 
amount  paid  into  the  treasury  each  month 
shall  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder  or  bid- 
ders, and  any  member  taking  an  advance  or 
loan  shall  allow  the  premium  offered  by  him 
or  her  to  be  deducted,  as  set  forth  in  §  30, 
and  shall  secure  the  association  for  such  ad- 
vance or  loan  by  bond  or  mortgage  on  stock 
of  the  association.'     The  by-laws  also  pro- 
vide that  'none  but  members   shall  be  al- 
lowed to  bid  for  a  loan  or  advance.'    Under 
such  system  premiums  result  from  compet- 
ing bids  of  shareholders  inter  se  for   the 
privilege  of  receiving  the  loan,  and,  in  one 
respect  at  least,  they  stand  upon  a  different 
footing  from  interest,  in  that  they  are  con- 
trolled by  the  competing  members,  aud  not 
by  the  lending  association.    If  the  premium 
be  treated  as  interest,  the  general  interest 
rate  of  8  per  cent  may  be  exceeded  in  the 
interest  charged,  but  the  power  given  by 
the    statute    to    the    association    and    its 
members  to  so  contract  among  themselves 
is  not  a  special  privilege  in  a  sense  obnox- 
ious to  the  constitutional  provisions  looking 
to  the  conservation  of  equal   rights.     The 
peculiar  plan  of  business  they  adopt,  and 
the    mutual    participation    in    the    profits 
arising   from   it,   mark    building   and    loan 
associations  as  a  class  so  distinct  from  or- 
dinary  lenders   as   to   warrant  the   distinct 
legislative  grant  of  the  power  to  so  regulate 
charges   for  an   advance   or   loan.     Besides 
the  statute  is  general  in  its  application  in 
that  it  excludes  no  one  from  the  right  to 
enter  into  the  relation  of  either  borrowing 
or  nonborrowing  stockholder,  or   from  the 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


right  to  organize  undar  its  provisions  the 
class  of  corporations  having  such  power  to 
lend,  and  thereby  to  participate  in  the  ben- 
efits conferred  by  the  statute."  Montgom- 
ery Mut.  Bldg.  &  L.  Asso.  v.  Robinson,  69 
Ala.  413.  The  act  incorporating  building 
associations  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  ap- 
proved April  4,  1872,  contained  a  section 
(number  10)  in  almost  the  identical  words 
of  S  2814,  Rev.  Stat.  1889,  of  this  state; 
and,  on  a  bill  charging  usury  'because  the 
bonus  bids  for  the  loan  increased  the  inter- 
est beyond  the  legal  rate,  the  supreme  court 
of  that  state  held  said  section  to  be  in  vio- 
lation of  two  sections  of  the  Constitution 
of  Illinois,  namely  that  prohibiting  the 
regulation  of  interest  on  money,  and  that 
prohibiting  the  granting  to  any  corporation 
any  special  or  exclusive  privilege  by  a  spe- 
cial or  local  law.  Afterwards,  however,  in 
Holmes  v.  Smythc,  100  111.  413,  the  same 
act  came  before  the  supreme  court  again, 
and  Mr.  Justice  Scholfield,  who  had  written 
the  previous  decision  of  the  court,  again 
speaking  for  the  court,  held  that  the  act 
was  a  general  law  applicable  to  all  citizens 
of  the  state  who  chose  to  bring  themselves 
within  the  relations  and  circumstances  pro- 
vided  for  by  it,  and  is  not  within  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  Constitution  (§  22  of  article 
4)  which  declares  that  the  general  assembly 
shall  not  pass  looal  or  special  laws  "regula- 
ting the  rate  of  interest  on  money,"  or 
"granting  to  any  corporation,  association, 
or  individual  any  special  or  exclusive  priv- 
ilege, immunity,  or  franchise  whatever."  In 
Iowa  Sav.  &  L.  Asso.  v.  Heidt,  107  Iowa, 
loc.  cit.  303,  43  L.R.A.  689,  70  Am.  St.  Rep. 
197,  77  N.  W.  1052,  it  was  said:  "First, 
it  is  said  that  the  building  and  loan  law 
of  the  state  is  unconstitutional,  because  it 
is  class  legislation.  Some  of  the  arguments 
advanced  in  support  of  this  claim,  assail 
rather  the  policy  of  such  statutes  than  the 
power  to  enact  them.  In  theory  these  in- 
stitutions are  profit  sharing.  The  amounts 
directly  paid  for  the  use  of  money  go  in- 
directly to  the  benefit  of  the  stockholders 
through  the  increase  in  the  value  of  their 
shares.  Where  the  loans  are  confined  to 
shareholders,  we  can  see  good  reason  for 
exempting  such  associations  from  the  oper- 
ation of  the  usury  law.  That  the  consti- 
tutional power  exists  to  make  this  exemp- 
tion we  think  is  without  serious  doubt. 
People's  Bldg.  &  L.  Asso.  v.  Billing,  101 
Mich.  186,  62  N.  W..373;  Vermont  Loan  & 
T.  Co.  V.  Whithed,  2  N.  D.  82,  49  N.  W. 
318;  Archer  v.  Baltimore  Bldg.  &  L.  Asso. 
45  W.  Va.  37,  30  S.  E.  241.  See  also,  on 
the  general  character  of  these  institutions 
and  the  reasons  for  special  legislation  in 
their  favor,  Hawkins  v.  Americus  Nat. 
Bldg.  &  L.  Asso.  96  Ga.  206,  22  S.  E.  711; 
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Granite  State  Provident  Atso.  v.  Monk  (N. 
J.  £q.  30  AtL  872;  Natchez  BIdg.  &  li. 
Asso.  V.  Shields,  71  Miss.  630,  16  So.  793." 
In  Security  Say.  Jt  L.  Asso.  t.  Elbert,  153 
Ind.  loo.  cit.  202,  64  N.  E.  754,  the  su- 
preme court  of  that  state  said:  "This 
court,  since  the  McLaughlin  Case,  62  Ind. 
264,  has  continued  to  recognize  that  the 
transaction  between  a  borrowing  member 
and  his  society  is  not  a  mere  loan  of  money 
as  between  strangers.  [Citing  nuiherous 
Indiana  cases.]  That  the  transaction  is  not 
in  its  nature  usurious  seems  to  be  support- 
ed by  the  great  weight  of  authorities. 
Freeman's  note  to  Bank  of  Newport  ▼. 
Cook,  46  Am.  St.  Rep.  200;  4  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  1064,  1056."  See  also 
.a  full  review  of  the  law  of  building  and  loan 
associations,  and  the  character  of  the  ap- 
plications between  the  stockholder  and  the 
association,  in  Cook  t.  Equitable  Bldg.  & 
L.  Asso.  104  Ga.  814,  30  S.  £.  911,  and  Pat- 
terson V.  Workingmen's  BIdg.  &  L.  Asso.  14 
Lea,  677,  in  which  that  court  also  held 
that  a  provision  similar  to  §  2814,  Rev. 
Stat.  1889,  is  not  unconstitutional. 

It  seems  unnecessary  to  make  further 
citations  of  authority  al<Mig  this  line,  and 
it  is  only  necessary  to  add  that  the  great 
weight  of  authority  in  this  country  is  to 
the  effect  that  a  statute  like  ours  (§  2814, 
Rev.  Stat.  18S9)  is  perfectly  constitutional, 
and  therefore  the  contract  for  premium  at 
a  public  auction  of  the  money  is  lawful, 
and  does  not  violate  our  general  statute 
against  usury. 

The  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  was 
for  the  defendant,  and  in  our  opinion  was 
correct,  and  it  is  therefore  affirmed. 

Burgess  and  Fox,  JJ.,  concur. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  February 
12.  1910. 


KANSAS  supreme:  COUllT. 

LILLY  CAMPBELL,  Admxr.,  etc.,  of  David 
L.  Campbell,  Deceased, 

v. 
CHASE  BROWN,  Appt. 

(81  Kan.  480,  106  Pao.  S7.) 

Evidence  ■—  declnrattons  ^  admissibil- 
ity. 

].  A  person  having  in  his  possession  at 
his  home  a  bottle  of  wood  alcohol,  obtained 
the  previous  day,  invited  a  neighbor  to 
drink  with  him  from  its  contents,  suppos- 
ing it  to  be  fit  to  drink,  and,  to  induce  com- 
pliance with  his  invitation,  said:  "It  is 
good.    I  got  it  of  Chase  Brown."    Two  days 

'     Headnotes  bv  Benso:?,  J. 
20  L.R.A.(N.S".) 


afterwards,  having  taken  several  drinks  of 
the  alcohol  meantime,  the  person  died,  and 
the  evidence  tends  to  show  that  death  re- 
sulted from  wood  alcohol  poisoning.  In  an 
action  by  his  administratrix  for  damage 
based  upon  the  alleged  negligence  of  Brown 
in  selling  the  wood  alcohol  without  a  prop- 
er label,  it  is  held  that  the  admission  in 
evidence  of  this  statement  of  the  deceased 
was  error,  and  that,  under  the  i«8ues  and 
evidence,  it  was  prejudiciaL 
Same  —  res  gestse. 

2.  The  words  quoted  were  not  a  spontane- 
ous exclamation.  They  were  not  concomit- 
ant with  the  principal  act  (of  obtainine 
the  Alcohol),  nor  a  part  of  it;  and  they  did 
not  illustrate,  explain  or,  characterize  the 
act,  but  simply  related  the  purchase  as  i 
past  event, — a  narrative  of  a  completed 
transaction. 

(January  8,  1010.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Cotirt  for  Neosho  Coun- 
ty in  plaiiitill's  favor  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  damages  for  the  death  of  plain- 
tilt's  intestate,  which  was  alleged  to  ban 
been  caused  by  defendant's  negligence.  Be- 
versed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  S.  W.  Brewster,  B.  F.  Slilnn. 
A.  S.  liupham,  J.  Q.  Stratton,  and  V. 
R.  Cline  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  F.  J.  Oyler,  H.  P.  FarrcUy, 
and  T.  R.  E:Tans,  for  appellee: 

If  declarations  of  a  past  occurrence  are 
made  under  such  circumstances  as  will 
raise  the  reasonable  presumption  that  thev 
are  spontaneous  utterances  of  thoughts  eit- 
ated  by,  or  springing  out  of,  the  transaetioti 
itself,  and  so  soon  thereafter  as  to  exelade 
the  presumption  that  they  are  the  result 
of  premeditation  and  design,  they  will  be 
admissible  as  a  part  of  the  res  gestct. 

21  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  101,  102; 
State  V.  Garrand,  5  Or.  216;  Little  Roft 
M.  R.  &  T.  R..  Co.  V.  Leverett,  3  Am.  St. 
Rep.  230,  and  notes,  48  Ark.  333,  3  S.  W 
50;  Hermes  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co.  80 
Wis.  500,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  69,  60  N.  W. 
584 ;  Pinney  v.  Jones,  64  Conn.  545,  42  Am. 
St.  Rep.  200,  30  Atl.  702;  Trenton  Pass.  R. 
Co.  V.  Cooper,  00  N.  J.  L.  2re,  38  URA. 
037,  04  Am.  St.  Rap.  592,  37  Atl.  730;  W«r.l 
V.  White,  86  Va.  212,  10  Am.  St.  Rep.  8S3. 
9  S.  E.  1021 ;  International  t  G.  N.  R  Co. 


Note. —  A  search  has  disclosed  no  otl.cr 
cases  passing  on  the  admissibility  as  rts 
gestas  of  declarations  made  upon  the  occa- 
sion of  drinking  liquor,  as  to  the  source 
from  which  it  had  been  obtained.  The  deci- 
sion, however,  seems  to  be  a  clear  and  prop- 
er application  of  the  rule  that  rejects  a« 
rea  geatir  declarations  made  during  a  trans- 
action distinct  from  the  one  under  investi- 
gation. 
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V.  Anderson,  82  Ter.  510,  27  Am.  St.  Kep. 
!)02,  17  8.  W.  1030. 

Benaon,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  tlie 
court: 

Tliis  action  was  brought  by  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell, as  administratrix  of  tlie  estate  of  lier 
(leceaeGd  husband,  for  damages  for  the  al- 
leged negligence  of  the  defendant  in  selling 
and  delivering  wood  alcohol,  instead  of  grain 
alcohol,  the  article  called  for,  and  in  failing 
to  label  the  bottle  to  indicate  its  poisonous 
contents.  The  plaintiflf  having  recovered, 
the  defendant  appeals,  alleging  error  in  the 
admission  of  testimony  and  in  giving  and 
refusing  instructions. 

On  the  22d  day  of  February,  1907,  Chase 
Brown,  a  druggist,  sold  to  David  L.  Canip- 
l>ell  a  quart  of  alcohol  for  use  in  compound- 
ing a  liniment  for  a  lame  horse.  At  differ- 
ent times  the  next  day  Mr.  CarapbtsU  drank 
from  the  contents  of  a  quart  bottle  that  he 
had  brought  to  his  home  on  the  22d;  he  be- 
came sick  on  the  24th,  and  died  on  the  2.5th 
of  that  month.  The  bottle  from  which  he 
drank  was  not  labeled  "poison."  An  annly- 
sis  of  the  remaining  contents  of  the  bottle 
disclosed  that  it  was  wood  alcohol,  which  is 
poison.  An  analysis  of  the  stomach  of  the 
deceased  also  disclosed  the  presence  of  this 
poison,and  the  symptoms  of  his  sickness  in- 
dicated such  poisoning.  The  defendant  tes- 
tified: That  he  sold  to  Mr.  Campbell  com- 
mon alcohol,  ».  e.,  grain  alcohol,  and  not 
wood  alcohol;  that,  while  he  had  wood  al- 
cohol in  his  stock,  it  was  of  a  dark  shade, 
bordering  on  red,  having  been  colored  by 
the  barrel  in  which  it  was  kept.  A  clerk 
also  testified  that  the  only  wood  alcohol  in 
the  store  was  so  colored,  and  customers  of 
the  defendant  testified  that  they  had  pur- 
chased of  him  wood  alcohol  of  this  color. 
The  liquid  from  which  Mr.  Campbell  drank 
was  clear  and  colorless.  It  was  in  a  "Har- 
per's Rye"  whisky  bottle  covered  with  wire, 
and  the  defendant  kept  that  brand  of  whiHky 
for  sal§  in  such  bottles.  When  Campbell 
was  on  his  way  to  his  home  in  the  country 
on  the  22d  of  February,  he  had  a  quart 
bottle  of  liquid  of  some  kind  anil  also  a 
half-pint  bottle  of  whisky.  It  docs  not  ap- 
pear, however,  that  the  whisky  was  of  tins 
"Harper's  Rye"  brand,  and  the  evidence  does 
not  sliow  where  he  obtained  it. 


A  witness  for  the  plaintiff,  who,  with  the 
deceased,  drank  some  of  the  contents  of  the 
bottle  of  wood  alcohol,  testified  to  a  conver- 
sation with  Campbell,  as  follows  (nlist.  30) : 

Q.  You  may  tell  the  jury  whether  or  not 
Mr.  Campbell  had  any  liquid  there  in  a  bot- 
tle,  and,  if  so,  describe  the  bottle. 

A.  Well,  sir,  I  stopjicd  there  to  take  him 
to  the  sale,  and  he  wanted  me  to  go  with 
him,  then,  and  Mr.  Fredericson,  and  he  says, 
26  IJa.A.(N.S.) 


"Come  in  and  take  a  drink."  I  says,  "What 
have  you  got  to  drink?''  He  says,  "I  have 
got  some  alcohol."  He  says,  "It  is  good." 
I  says,  "Davy,  1  never  drink  alcohol."  He 
says,  "It  is  good.  I  got  it  of  Chase  Brown, 
and  it  is  good," — and  coaxed  me  to  take  a 
drink. 

The  testimony,  it  will  be  seen,  was  not 
responsive  to  the  question,  and  a  motion 
was  made  to  strike  it  out  for  the  reason, 
among  others,  that  it  was  hearsay.  After 
argument  the  motion  was  denied.  The  court 
said:  "I  think,  as  part  of  the  res  getta,  it 
is  competent.  It  relates  to  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal facts." 

This  conversation  was  at  Mr.  Campbell's 
house  on  the  next  day  after  the  purchase  at 
Brown's  drug  store.     The  principal,  if  not 
the  only,  importance  of  this  testimony,  was 
to  prove  that  the  wood  alcohol  was  procured 
from  the  defendant,  and  this  was  a  vital 
issue  to  be  determined.     Tlie  defendant  de- 
nied selling  or  delivering  that  article,  and 
in  this  he  was  to  some  extent  corroborated 
by  the  evidence  tending  to  show  that  the 
wood  alcohol  in  his  stock  was  colored,  while 
this  was  clear.    It  is  true  that  it  had  been 
shown  that  the  defendant  had  sold  to  Mr. 
Campbell  a  quart  of  alcohol  the  day  before, 
and  that  he  kept  in  stock,  for  sale,  whisky 
in  bottles  like  the  one  containing  this  poi- 
son; but  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to  re- 
turn  a  verdict  for  the   plaintiff,   that  the 
jury  should  find  not  only  that  the  defendant 
had  sold  alcohol,  but  that  he  had  sold  this 
wood  alcohol  to  Mr.  Campbell.    If  the  state- 
ment of  Campbell,  so  related  by  the  witness, 
"I  got  it  of  Chase  Brown,"  was  properly  ad- 
mitted, and  was  believed,  it  proved  the  fact. 
The  term  res  gestce  is  often  used  in  ruling 
upon  the  admission  of  testimony,  but  not 
always  with  careful  discrimination.    Steph- 
en,  in  note  5  to   his  Digest  of   Evidence, 
Chase's  ed.  says  that  it  came  into  use  as 
a  term  of  "convenient  obscurity."      (Page 
250.)     Prof.  Wigmore  says  that  the  phrase 
res  gestcB  is  inexact  and  indefinite  in   its 
scope,  and  is  ambiguous  in  its  suggestion  of 
reasons  for  the  doctrine.    That  author  pre- 
fers the  term  "spontaneous  exclamations," 
as  indicating  the  application  of  the  rule  to 
one  class  of  cases,  and  "verbal  acts"  to  an- 
(ither  class.     These   designations  have  the 
merit  of  suggesting  reasons  for  the  doctrine. 
Tlie  first  he  refers  to  as  genuine  exceptions 
to  the  rule  excluding  hearsay  evidence,  and 
he  says :  "This  general  principle  is  based  on 
the  experience  that,  under  certain  external 
circumstances  of  physical  shock,  a  stress  of 
nervous  excitement  may  be  produced  which 
stills  the  reflective  faculties  and  removes 
their  control,  so  that  the  utterance  which 
then  occurs  is  a  sponUneous  and  sincere  re- 
'  siKinse  to  the  actual  sensations  and  percep- 
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tions  already  produced  by  the  external 
shock."  3  Wigmore,  Ev.  §  1747.  The  prin- 
ciple upon  which  utterances  constituting  the 
verbal  part  of  an  act  are  admitted,  the  writ- 
er declares,  does  not  rest  upon  an  exception 
to  the  hearsay  rule,  but  upon  the  ground 
that  the  rule  itself  does  not  apply.  Where 
words  are  treated  as  part  of  an  act,  he  thus 
refers  to  the  application  of  the  principle: 
"A  second  kind  of  situotion  in  which  utter- 
ances are  not  offered  testimonially  arises 
when  the  utterance  accompanies  conduct  to 
which  it  is  desired  to  attach  some  legal  ef- 
fect. The  conduct  or  act  has  intrinsically 
no  definite  significance,  or  only  an  ambigu- 
ous one,  and  its  whole  legal  purport  or  tenor 
is  to  be  more  precisely  ascertained  by  con- 
sidering the  words  accompanying  it.  The  ut- 
terance thus  enters  merely  as  a  verbal  part 
of  the  act,  or,  in  the  common  phrase,  a  'ver- 
bal act.'  "  Id.  §  1772.  "The  utterance  serves 
merely  to  assist  in  completing  and  giving 
legal  significance  to  the  conduct.  Hence  it 
is  not  needed  when  the  conduct  is  already 
complete  and  definite  in  itself.  The  con- 
duct must  be  equivocal  or  incomplete  as  a 
legal  act,  before  the  utterances  can  be  ad- 
missible."   Id.  §  1774. 

The  following  quotations  will  serve  to 
show  how  the  doctrine  commonly  referred  to 
as  res  gestce  or  part  of  the  res  gestm  is  im- 
derstood  and  applied: 

"When  declarations  or  acts  accompany  the 
fact  in  controversy  and  tend  to  illustrate 
or  explain  it,  they  are  treated,  not  as  hear- 
say, but  as  original  evidence;  in  other 
words,  as  part  of  the  re*  gesta."  2  Jones, 
Ev.  §  344. 

"The  res  gestce  may  be  therefore  defined  as 
those  circumstances  which  are  the  autoniotie 
and  undesigned  incidents  of  a  particular 
litigated  act,  and  which  are  admissible  when 
illustrative  of  such  act.  .  .  .  Incidents 
that  are  thus  immediately  and  unconsciously 
associated  with  an  act,  whether  such  inci- 
dents are  doings  or  declarations,  become  in 
this  way  evidence  of  the  chariictcr  of  the 
act."    1  Wharton,  Ev.  §  259. 

"Where  declarations  offered  in  evidence 
are  merely  narrative  of  a  past  occurrence, 
they  cannot  be  received  as  proof  of  the  ex- 
istence of  such  occurrence.  They  must  I)e 
concomitant  with  the  principal  act,  and  so 
connected  with  it  as  to  be  regarded  as  the 
mere  result  and  consequence  of  the  coexist- 
ing motives."    1  Greenl.  Ev.  10th  eil.  §  110. 

"Declarations,  to  be  admissible  as  part  of 
the  res  gestw,  m\ist  be  contemporaneous 
with  some  principal  fact  which  they  serve 
to  qualify  or  explain."  State  v.  Montgom- 
ery, 8  Kan.  351. 

The  declaration  must  be  so  close  in  point 
of  time  to  the  event  or  transaction  of  which 
it  speaks,  and  of  so  spontaneous  and  irre- 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


flectivo  a  character  that  it  may  be  rcgnrJcJ 
as  a  part  of  it.  Note  to  l.<(iuisvillc  R.  Co.  r. 
Johnson,  20  L.R.A.fN.S.)  J33,  134;  United 
States  V.  King  (('.  C.)  34  Fed.  302,  314: 
Atchison,  T.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v.  I>ogan,  63 
Kan.  748,  70  Pac.  878. 

Applying  the  jirinciples  announced  in  the 
authorities  already  cited,  it  is  apparent  that 
the  testimony  of  the  witness  that  Camp- 
bell had  told  him  that  he  bought  the  alcohol 
of  Brown  was  erroneously  admitted.  The 
words  were  in  no  sense  a  spontaneous  ex- 
clamation; they  were  not  concomitant  with 
the  principal  act  or  event  or  a  necessary 
part  of  it;  they  did  not  illustrate,  explain, 
or  characterize  the  act,  but  simply  related 
the  purchase  as  a  past  event.  Tliis  was  a 
mere  narrative  of  a  complctod  transaction, 
and  clearly  inadmissible.  State  v.  Pomeroy, 
25  Kan.  340;  Tennis  v.  Inter-State  Consiil. 
Rapid  Transit  R.  Co.  45  Kan.  503,  25  Pac. 
870;  Johnson  v.  McLean  Invest.  Co.  79  Kan. 
423,  100  Pac.  52. 

It  is  argued,  however,  that  llie  error  is 
immaterial,  because  the  evidence  was  sufli- 
cient  to  prove  that  the  wood  alcohol  Mas 
obtained  of  the  defendant,  even  if  this  te>- 
timony  were  eliminated.  Tlic  state  of  the 
evidence  bearing  upon  that  question  we  have 
already  given.  What  the  jury  would  liate 
found  to  be  the  fact,  in  the  absence  of  tlii» 
objectionable  testimony,  cannot  be  known. 
It  was  offered  to  prove  a  vital  fact,  sharply 
in  issue,  necessary  to  sustain  the  plaiiititTs 
case.  We  cannot  say  that  if  this  tcstimony 
had  not  been  admitted  the  verdict  would 
have  been  the  same.  The  error  therefore 
affected  the  substantial  rights  of  the  defend- 
ant, and  cannot  be  disregarded.  State  v. 
Montgomery,  supra;  Myers  v.  Knabe,  31 
Kan.  720,  33  Pac.  002.  " 

The  defendant  also  complains  of  the  re- 
fusal of  the  court  to  instruct  the  jury  tiiai 
if  the  deceased  obtained  the  alcohol  upon  a 
statement  that  it  was  to  be  used  as  a  lini- 
ment, but  intending  at  the  time  to  use  it  as 
a  beverage,  and  did  so  use  it,  then  there 
could  be  no  recovery.  This  proixtsition  was 
presented  in  various  forms,  but  was  rej<H.-t- 
ed,  and  we  think  properly. 

Complaint  is  also  made  of  an  instruction 
stating  the  duty  of  a  druggist,  in  selling;  a 
poisonous  substance,  to  properly  label  the 
bottle  containing  it,  as  required  by  §  2-GI 
of  the  General  Statutes  of  1901.  The  nej;- 
lect  of  this  requirement  was  within  the  is- 
sues presented  by  the  petition,  and  the 
terms  of  the  statute  were  properly  stated  to 
the  jury.  The  statute  does  not  except  from 
its  operations  sales  of  poison  to  be  used  ex- 
ternally, whether  upon  animal  or  man. 

Complaint  is  also  made  because  a  copy 
of  the  application  required  by  the  prohibi- 
tory law  was  not  attached  to  the  petition. 
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It  was  not  necessary  that  it  should  be.  The 
action  was  not  upon  a  written  instrument. 
it  was  properly  put  in  evidence,  but  was  not 
a  necessary  part  of  the  pleadings. 

No  error  is  found  in  the  proceedings,  ex- 
cept in  the  admission  of  the  testimony  re- 
ferred to. 

For  that  error  the  judgment  is  reversed, 
and  the  cause  remanded  for  a  new  trial. 

1 
All  the  Justices  concur. 


MONTANA  SUPREME  COtrUT. 

RE  ESTATE  OF  HORACE  A.  NOYES,  De- 
ceased. 


J.  S.  NOYES,  Ecspt, 

V. 

SARAH  GERARD,  Appt 
(40  Mont.  190,  105  Pac.  1017.) 


ef- 


Will  —  holograph  —  printed  date 
feet. 

That  the  first  three  figures  in  the  number 
designating  tlie  year  in  the  date  of  a  will 
are  printed  instead  of  written  renders  tlie 
will  invalid  under  a  statute  providing  that 
a  holographic  will  is  one  that  is  entirely 
written,  dated,  and  signed  by  the  testator 
himself. 

(Smith,  J.,  dissents.) 

(December  24,  3909.) 


Note.  —  Violation  of  requirement  that 
holographic  will  shall  be  written  by 
testator. 

The  above  opinion  contains  a  well  nigh 
exhaustive  array  of  authorities  upon  tliis 
question,  since  an  extensive  search  has  dis- 
closed but  three  other  cases  than  those 
cited  therein  in  which  this  point  was  in 
any  manner  involved.  In  Gregory  t.  Oates, 
9!S  Ky.  532,  ]8  8.  W.  231,  and  in  Williams 
v.  Hardy,  15  La.  Ann.  286,  certain  testa 
mentary  instruments  were  held  to  be  nul- 
lities as  holographic  wills,  because  not  en- 
tirely in  the  handwriting  of  the  testators; 
but  what  parts  thereof  were  not  so  written 
docs  not  appear. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  Aird  et  vir  Rap. 
Jud.  Quebec,  28  C.  S.  235,  a  typewritten 
testament  signed  by  the  testator  was  held 
to  be  valid  as  holographic  will,  though  it 
was  provided  by  statute  that  such  a  will 
must  be  entirely  written  and  signed  by  the 
testator. 

In  Baker  v.  Brown,  83  Miss.  793,  30  So. 
539,  1  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  371,  cited  in  Re 
Noyes,  it  was  held  that  an  entire,  perfect, 
and  complete  holographic  will  was  not  in- 
validated by  the  fact  that  the  caption  there- 
of consisted  of  the  two  words  "my  will," 
which  were  not  written  by  the  testiitii.'c. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Y'ellowstone 
County  in  contestant's  favor  in  a  suit  to 
contest  tlie  admission  to  probate  of  tlie  will 
of  Horace  A.  Noyes,  deceased.    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Brantly,  Oh.  J.: 
After  the  final  judgment  had  been  entered 
in  the  cause  entitled  "In  the  Matter  of  the 
Estate  of  Horace  A.  Noyes,  Deceased"  (105 
Pac.  1013),  the  defendant,  Sarah  Gerard, 
filed  a  petition  in  the  district  court  of  Yel- 
lowstone county,  asking  that  a  writing,  at- 
tached thereto  as  an  exhibit,  be  admitted 
to  probate  as  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
said  Noyes.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
writing: 

Laurel,  Mont.,  Feb.  23,  1903. 
To  W' hom  it  may  Concern : 

I,  Horace  A.  Noyes,  being  in  my  right 
mind,  but  bodily  sick,  and  believing  I  may 
die,  do  leave  this  request  that  what  prop- 
erty I  may  leave  shall  all  be  given  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  Gerard,  who  is  now  living  in  my 
house  on  lot  13,  block  2,  town  site  of  K. 
Laurel,  and  that  she  shall  pay  to  my  sisters 
and  brother,  or  tlieir  natural  heirs  in  case 
of  their  death,  the  sum  of  $10  each,  pay  all 
my  debts,  and  bury  my  body  in  Billings.  I 
mean  all  real  and  personal  property  of 
every  description;  and  I  farther  wish  that 
John  D.  Ixisckamp  act  as  administrator 
(without  bonds). 

H.  A.  Noyes. 

John  S.  Noyes,  the  plaintiif,  a  brother  of 
deceased,  instituted  a  contest  upon  grounds 
stated  in  his  written  opposition  to  the  pro- 
bate. The  defendant  having  filed  her  answer 
thereto,  the  issues  presented  were  submitted 
to  the  court  for  decision,  upon  the  following 
agreed  statement  of  facts: 

"That  said  parties  hereby  agree  upon  the 
following  statement  of  facts,  and  submit  the 
same  to  the  court  for  the  determination  of 
the  points  in  controversy  hereinafter  speci- 
fied. The  facts  agreed  upon  are  as  follows: 
(1)  Exhibit  A,  attached  to  the  petition  for 
probate  of  will  herein,  is  a  full,  true,  and 
correct  copy  of  the  instrument  filed  herein, 
purporting  to  be  the  holographic  will  of 
Horace  A.  Noyes,  deceased.  (2)  That  said 
instrument  is  entirely  written,  dated,  and 
signed  by  the  hand  of  the  testator  himself, 
except  that  the  following  portion  thereof  is 
printed  thereon,  and  is  not  in  the  handwrit- 
ing of  the  testator,  to  wit:  'Laurel,  Mont. 
190—.'   (3)  Tliat  said  instrument 


is  written  upon  a  letter  head  of  deceased, 
on  which  the  following  printed  words  ap- 
pear: 'H.  A.  Noyes,  Dealer  in  Wines,  Li- 
quors, and  Cigars,  Laurel,  Mont. ■ 

190—.'     (4)  That  the  said  Horace  A.  Noyes 
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did  not  become  acquainted  with  the  said 
Sarah  Gerard  until  the  year  1890.  The 
plaintiff  concedes  that  this  statcnient  is  true, 
but  maintains  that  such  fact  is  incompetent, 
irrelevant  and  immaterial,  in  determining 
whether  or  not  the  instrument  offered  is 
the  holographic  will  of  deceased,  executed 
in  dccordance  with  the  laws  of  Montana, 
and  reserves  the  right  to  object  to  tliis  fact 
being  considered  by  the  court  upon  the  hear- 
ing. 

"The  points  in  controversy,  and  upon 
which  the  decision  of  the  couit  is  asked,  are 
as  follows:  (1)  Does  the  printed  part  of 
said  instrument  invalidate  the  same  as  a 
holographic  willT  (2)  Is  the  printed  part 
of  said  instrument  any  necessary  portion  of 
said  instrument  as  a  liolographic  will?  (3) 
Was  said  instrument  entirely  written,  dated, 
and  signed  by  the  hand  of  the  testator  him- 
self, in  go  far  as  it  is  necessary  to  constitute 
the  same  a  holographic  will  of  said  tes- 
tator t" 

Upon  these  facts  the  court  made  its  de- 
cision for  plaintiff,  and  judgment  was  en- 
tered accordingly.    Defendant  has  appealed. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Johnston,  for  appellant: 

The  figures  "190"  printed  in  the  date 
line  do  not  invalidate  the  instrument  as  a 
holographic  will. 

1  Williams,  Exrs.  149,  note;  McMichael 
T.  Bankston,  24  La.  Ann.  451;  Gaines  v. 
Lizardi,  3  Woods,  77,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  5,175; 
Clark's  Succession,  11  La.  Ann.  125;  Se 
Bkerrett,  67  Cal.  686,  8  Pac.  181;  Knox's 
Estate,  131  Pa.  220,  G  L.R.A.  353,  17  Am. 
St.  Rep.  798,  18  Atl.  1021;  Toebbe  v.  Wil- 
liams, 80  Ky.  6G1;  Re  Fay,  145  Cal.  82,  104 
Am.  St.  Rep.  17,  78  Pac.  340;  Barney  v. 
Hayes,  11  Mont.  99,  27  Pac.  384,  11  Mont. 
671,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  495,  29  Pac.  282;  Re 
Lakemayer,  136  Cal.  28,  87  Am.  St.  Rep. 
96,  66  Pac.  961;  Re  Clisby.  145  Cal.  407, 
104  Am.  St.  Rep.  58,  78  Pac.964. 

Messrs.  Charles  A.  Taylor  and  Harry 
Ii.  Wilson,  for  respondent: 

The  instrument  is  not  "entirely  written, 
dated,  and  signed  by  the  hand  of  the  testa- 
tor himself,"  as  required  by  statute. 

29  Am.  it,  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  129;  Rand's 
Estate,  61  Cal.  468,  44  Am.  Rep.  655;  Bil- 
lings's Estate,  84  Cal.  427,  1  Pac.  701;  Re 
Plumel,  151  Cal.  77,  321  Am.  St.  Rep.  100, 
90  Pac.  192;  Armant's  Succession,  43  La. 
Ann.  310,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  183,  9  So.  50; 
Fuentes  v.  Gaines,  25  La.  Ann.  86. 

The  right  to  make  a  testamentary  dispo- 
sition of  property  is  a  statutory  privilege, 
and  a  person  exercising  this  privilege  must 
do  so  in  strict  compliance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  statute. 

Walker's  EsUte,  110  Cal.  387,  30  L.R.A. 
460,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  104,  42  Pac.  815;  Re 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


•  Seaman,  146  Cal.  456,  103  Am.  St.  Rep. 
53,  80  Pac.  700,  2  A.  it  E.  Ann.  -Cas.  72(5; 
Luper  V.  Werts,  19  Or.  122,  23  Pac  851; 
Richardson  v.  Orth,  40  Ur.  252,  66  Pac  920, 
09  Pac  455;  Re  Andrews,  162  N.  ¥.  1.  48 
L.R.A.  662,  76  Am.  St  Rep.  294,  56  N.  £. 
520;  Robertson's  Succession,  49  La.  Ann. 
8G8,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  672,  21  So.  580. 

Brantly,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 

the  court: 

While  the  statement  sets  forth  in  form 
three  questions  for  decision,  they  are  all,  in 
substance,  the  same,  and  may  be  incorporat- 
ed in  the  single  inquiry,  to  wit:  Is  the  in- 
strument in  question  "entirely  written,  dat- 
ed, and  signed  by  the  band  of  the  testator 
himself,"  so  as  to  constitute  it  a  valid  holo- 
graphic will  within  the  rule  prescribed  by 
the  statute?  Section  4727  of  the  Revised 
Codes  declares:  "A  holographic  will  is  one 
that  is  entirely  written,  dated,  and  signed 
by  the  hand  of  the  testator  himself.  It  is 
subject  to  no  other  form,  and  may  be  made 
in  or  out  of  this  state,  and  need  not  be  wit- 
nessed." It  is  conceded  by  the  plaintiff  that 
the  writing  meets  all  of  the  requirements, 
except  that  the  figures  "190 — ,"  in  the  desig- 
nation of  the  year  in  the  date,  are  printed 
and  this,  he  insists,  renders  it  invalid.  The 
purpose  of  the  provisions  touching  wills 
with  witnesses,  and  the  rule  of  construction 
applicable,  are  stated  in  the  decision  in  the 
Matter  of  the  Estate  of  Horace  A.  Noyes, 
Deceased,  sUpra.  What  is  there  said  applies 
with  equal  force  to  the  provision  under  con- 
sideration here,  for  it  is  mandatory  in  its 
terms,  the  purpose  of  it  is  the  same,  and  the 
necessity  to  maet  its  requirements  is  equally 
imperative. 

The  contention  of  defendant  is  that  tlie 
date  is  material  only  as  a  means  of  identifi- 
cation and  as  an  aid  to  the  court  in  deter- 
mining the  authenticity  of  the  will,  and 
that,  since  there  is  no  question  here  either 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  testator  or  as  to 
the  authenticity  of  the  will,  it  is  wholly 
unimportant  that  the  figures  '*190 — "  are 
not  in  the  handwriting  of  the  testator.  If, 
he  says,  these  figures  were  omitted,  the  date 

would  be  "Feb.  23,  3,"  thus  bringing; 

the  wHting  within  the  decision  in  the  case 
of  Sullivan's  Estate,  130  Pa.  342,  18  AtL 
1120,  cited  in  the  note  to  the  text  on  pa^ 
149  of  1  Williams  on  Executors.  There  the 
entire  will  was  as  follows:  "March  4.  Will 
my  Properti  to  my  weif  my  death.  John 
Sullivan."  Upon  examination  of  the  case 
itself  we  find  that  the  form  of  the  writing 
was  not  in  any  way  involved;  the  only  ques- 
tion determined  being  the  capaeity  of  the 
testator.  The  decision  is  therefore  not  in 
point.  The  case  of  McMichael  ▼.  Bankston, 
24  La.  Ann.  461,  is  cited.    In  this  case  the 
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action  was  brought  by  the  heirs  of  Mc- 
Iklichael  to  cancel  the  holographic  will  of 
Iheir  father,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not 
all  written  by  him.  It  appeared  that  two 
vrords  had  been  inserted  in  the  body  of 
the  instrument  by  some  person  other  than 
the  testator.  The  court  held  that,  since 
the  meaning  of  the  testator  was  apparent 
-without  the  inserted  words,  it  would,  under 
a  provision  of  the  Code  relating  to  procedure 
on  probate  of  wills,  consider  them  as  not 
written,  and  therefore  as  not  impairing  the 
validity  of  the  wilL  The  case  does  not  touch 
the  point  at  issue.  The  case  of  Gaines  v. 
Lizardi,  3  Woods,  77,  Fed.  Caa.  No.  6,175, 
is  not  entirely  in  point.  As  appears  from 
the  statement  of  the  case,  this  was  an  ac- 
tion brought  as  an  adjunct  and  means  of 
defense  to  other  suits  to  recover  real  estate, 
in  which  the  owner  rested  her  title  upon  a 
holographic  will;  the  substantial  allegation 
being  that  the  will  had  been  admitted  to 
probate  upon  false  and  insufficient  evidence. 
The  will  had  been  lost  or  destroyed.  Upon 
proof  that  it  had  been  executed  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  statute,  that  the 
testator  had  not  destroyed  or  revoked  it, 
and  that  the  petitioner  hod  by  its  terms 
been  made  the  sole  legatee,  it  had  thereto- 
fore been  admitted  to  probate  by  the  proper 
court  in  Louisiana,  the  place  of  testator's 
residence.  Clark's  Succession,  11  La.  Ann. 
124.  The  contention  was  that  it  had  not 
been  shown,  at  the  time  of  its  admission 
to  probate,  to  have  been  properly  dated,  in 
that  the  day  of  the  month  was  not  men- 
tioned. The  Federal  court  held  that  the  evi- 
dence, thougli  not  specific  and  definite  as 
to  the  particular  day  of  the  month,  was 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the 
Louisiana  court  had  found  that  it  bore  date 
on  a  particular  day,  and,  in  any  event,  that, 
inasmuch  as  it  justified  the  conclusion  that 
it  did  bear  date  upon  one  of  the  days  of 
the  month  mentioned,  it  was  sufficient. 
Both  the  Federal  and  the  state  courts  recog- 
nized the  rule  that  the  requirements  of  the 
statute  as  to  the  form  of  the  instrument 
must  be  strictly  complied  with  in  order  to 
give  it  validity.  In  the  case  of  Re  Skerrctt, 
67  Cal.  587,  8  Pac.  181,  the  deceased  in  his 
lifetime  executed  and  acknowledged  a  deed 
purporting  to  convey  certain  property  to 
his  sister.  The  deed  was  dated  April  2G, 
1881,  and  acknowledged  on  the  following 
day.  The  deed  was  never  delivered,  and 
hence  could  not  take  effect.  It  was  not  tes- 
tamentary in  character,  and  therefore  could 
not  have  the  effect  of  a  will.  A  copy  of  it 
was  found  among  the  papers  of  the  deceased 
in  an  envelop,  together  with  an  undated  let- 
ter addressed  to  the  sister.  The  letter 
showed  a  clear  intention,  expressed  in  the 
handwriting  of  the  testator,  that  the  sister 
28  L.R-A.(N.S.) 


should  have  the  property.  The  time  when 
the  copy  of  the  deed  was  made  did  not  ap- 
pear, nor  did  it  appear  when  the  letter  had 
been  written,  except  that  it  bad  evidently 
been  written  after  the  execution  of  the  deed. 
The  court  held  that  the  two  documents  con- 
stituted one  instrument,  and  were  a  com- 
pleted will;  the  copy  of  the  deed  furnishing 
the  date,  and  the  letter  the  character  of  it. 
This  case  is  cited  with  approval  in  Re  Fay, 
145  Cal.  82,  104  Am.  St.  Rep.  17,  78  Pac. 
340,  wherein  it  was  held  that  a  writing 
otherwise  sufficient  in  form  was  not  rendered 
invalid  by  the  fact  that  in  the  date  the  year 
was  stated  as  "1859,"  whereas  it  should  have 
been  "1880." 

These  cases  in  principle  support  defend- 
ant's contention;  but  they  seem  clearly  to 
ignore  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  statute, 
and,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  are  not  up- 
held by  the  decisions  of  the  same  eourt^  In 
Knox's  Estate,  131  Pa.  220,  0  L.R.A.  353, 
17  Am.  St.  Rep.  798,  18  Atl.  1021,  cited  by 
the  defendant,  nothing  further-  is  decided 
than  that  the  signature  required  is  the 
one  customarily  used  by  the  testator,  and 
that,  since  the  testatrix  had  signed  the  will 
in  question  by  the  name  she  habitually 
used,  though  it  was  only  her  first  name,  it 
was  a  sufficient,  signing.  In  Toebbe  v.  Wil- 
liams, 80  Ky.  661,  the  testa.tor  had  written, 
dated,  and  signed  a  document  as  his  will. 
He  afterwards  went  to  an  attorney  and 
asked  him  to  suggest  such  verbal  corrections 
as  he  thought  advisable.  The  attorney  made 
four  unimportant  changes  in  pencil  by  in- 
terlineation and  at  the  ends  of  the  lines, 
and  also  by  running  his  pencil  through  cer- 
tain words.  He  also  informed  the  testator 
that  a  will  written  wholly  by  the  maker  did 
not  require  witnesses,  but  that  a  will  not 
so  written  must  be  witnessed,  and  gave  him 
a  form  of  attestation.  After  the  testator's 
death  the  paper  was  found,  bearing  an  un- 
signed attestation  clause.  The  probate  of 
this  document  being  contested  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  not  a  completed  will,  the  court 
held  that  it  was  such  a  will,  although  the 
testator,  through  mistake  of  law,  thought  it 
was  not.  In  Re  Fay,  supra,  the  court  said: 
"The  date  is  not  the  material  thing,  al- 
though made  necessary  by  the  statute.  It 
is  a  means  of  identification  and  aids  in  de- 
termining the  authenticity  of  the  will;  but 
the  main  and  essential  thing  is  that  the  will 
be  wholly  written  and  signed  by  the  hand  of 
the  testator."  In  an  extended  note  to  this 
case,  after  commenting  upon  a  number  of 
cases,  and  citing  Re  Clisby,  145  Cal.  407, 
104  Am.  St.  Hep.  58,  78  Pac.  964,  to  the 
point  that  the  testator  may  adopt  as  the 
date  of  his  will  any  data  previously  written, 
Mr.  Freeman  says:  "We  must  confess  that 
the   reasoning  upon   which   these  decisions 
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are  placed  goes  far  toward  establishing 
that  the  requirement  of  dating  is  directory 
rather  than  mandatory,  and  is,  to  us,  entire- 
ly unsatisfactory  so  long  as  it  is  conceded 
that  the  requirement  must  be  obeyed."  104 
Am.  St.  Rep.  20.  With  this  statement  we 
agree.  The  requirement  of  the  statute  as 
to  the  date  is  not  less  mandatory  than  is 
the  requirement  as  to  signing,  and  it  is  not 
for  the  courts  to  say  that  either  may  be 
omitted  witliout  defeating  the  intention  of 
the  testator,  though  clearly  expressed  in  the 
body  of  the  writing. 

In  Martin's  Estate,  58  Cal.  530,  the  court 
held  that  a  paper,  complete  in  every  other 
respect  than  that  it  bore  no  date,  was  in- 
operative as  a  holographic  will,  giving  as 
its  reason  that  the  statute  makes  this  re- 
quirement, and  that  this  sort  of  a  will  is 
subject  to  no  other  form.  In  Rand's  Estate, 
Gl  Cal.  408,  44  Am.  Rep.  555,  the  same  court 
held  that  wlicre  the  testator  had  filled  in 
the  spaces  in  a  stationer's  printed  form, 
in  his  own  handwriting,  the  paper  did  not 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  statute,  al- 
though complete  in  every  other  respect.  In 
Billings's  Estate,  64  Cal.  427,  1  Pac.  701,  a 
paper,  though  written  in  full  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  testator,  except  that  in  the 
date  the  name  of  the  place  and  the  year 
were  printed,  was  held  invalid;  the  court 
saying  that  it  must  be  entirely  written,  en- 
tirely dated,  and  entirely  signed  by  the 
testator  himself,  and  the  question  in  all 
such  cases  being,  not  what  was  the  intention 
of  the  testator,  but,  rather.  Does  the  instru- 
ment under  examination  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  lawt  The  formalities  pre- 
scribed must  be  complied  with,  or  the  will 
is  void.  The  latest  decision  of  the  supreme 
court  of  California  is  Ke  Flumel,  151  Cal. 
77,  121  Am.  St.  Rep.  100,  90  Pac.  192.  The 
instrument  in  question  was  entirely  written, 
dated,  and  signed  by  the  testator,  except 
that  in  the  date,  Januaiy  12,  1904,  the 
figures  "190"  were  printed.  Under  date  of 
January  14,  1904,  there  was  written  on  the 
back  a  codicil,  entirely  in  the  handwriting 
of  the  testator.  The  conclusion  was  that  the 
will  itself  was  void,  but  that,  upon  the  well- 
established  principle  that  a  codicil  properly 
executed  may,  by  appropriate  reference,  in- 
corporate within  itself  a  document  or  paper 
not  so  executed,  the  codicil  cured  the  defect 
in  the  execution  of  the  will,  and  that  the 
document,  as  a  whole,  was  entitled  to  pro- 
bate. 

In  Fuentes  v.  Gaines,  25  La.  Ann.  85,  it 
was  said:  "The  right  to  make  a  testament 
at  all  is  derived  from  the  law.  The  legis- 
lature, which  conferred  the  right,  could  un- 
doubtedly impose  such  rules  for  the  probate 
of  wills  as  it  deemed  proper,  and  thosa  rules 
or  restrictions  are  obligatory  upon  courts." 
£0  L.R.A.(X.S.) 


This  is  true  not  only  as  to  the  quantum  of 
proof  necessary  to  authorize  the  probate, 
but  also  as  to  the  particular?  attending  the 
execution.  To  the  same  effect  is  the  deeisioa 
in  Armant's  Succession,  43  La.  Ann.  310, 
26  Am.  St.  Rep.  183,  9  So.  SO.  A  case 
directly  in  point  here  is  Robertson's  Sac- 
cession,  49  La.  Ann.  8G8,  62  Am.  St.  Rep. 
672,  21  So.  586.  The  document  under  con- 
sideration was  written,  as  here,  on  a  letter 
head  of  the  testator,  having  the  words  "Sav 
Orleans,"  and  the  figures  "J  89"    in    print 

The  only  date  written  was  "Dec.  12, 2." 

The  court  affirmed  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  and  declared  the  document  a 
nullity.  Referring  to  a  provision  of  the 
Civil  Code  similar  to  our  own,  it  said: 
"Under  the  precise  language  of  the  ar- 
ticle, the  date  is  one  of  the  essential  for- 
malities of  an  holographic  testament.  Tlie 
nullity  is  formally  pronounced  by  the  law 
itself.  It  has  been  decided  that  absence 
or  uncertainty  of  the  month  or  the  day  of 
the  testament  is  cause  to  decree  it  null.  For 
better  reason,  the  ruling  should  be  tlie  same 
where  the  year  is  not  stated,  or  is  left  to 
mere  conjecture.  The  'year'  print;!d  or 
written  by  another  is  not  a  date  in  the  lian  1 
of  the  testator,  made  the  essential  of  a  valid 
will.  The  law  enjoins  the  date  on  two 
grounds:  The  first,  the  most  essential,  ii 
in  order  that  tlie  precise  date  the  testator 
made  a  disposition  of  his  property  may  be 
known,  rendering  it  possible  to  determin? 
whether  the  testator  had  the  capacity  of 
giving  at  the  time  the  testament  was  made. 
The  second  ground  is  secondary;  if  there  atw 
two  testaments,  it  should  be  manifest  wliich 
is  the  last,  in  case  of  opposing  or  incom- 
patible disposition.  In  either  case,  the  date 
written  by  the  testator  is  an  essential."  U 
quotes  from  Lewis  v.  His  Executor,  5  La- 
396,  as  follows:  "The  law,  in  its  anxiety 
to  guard  against  the  testator  being  circum- 
vented or  practised  on,  will  not  permit  a 
testament  to  have  any  effect,  no  matter  ho* 
strong  the  moral  evidence  may  be  that  it 
contains  truly  his  last  disposition  of  his 
property.  The  formality  (our  Code  saysl 
must  be  observed,  otherwise  the  testamonl" 
are  null  and  void.  .  .  .  Courts  of 
justice,  therefore,  can  do  nothing  else  but  in- 
quire, when  a  case  of  this  kind  arises, 
whether  the  formalities  have  been  pursued." 
We  agree  with  the  principle  of  the  de- 
cision in  Re  Plumel,  supra,  and  the  rule  as 
announced  in  Robertson's  Succession,  supra. 
The  statute  is  clear  and  unmistakable  in 
terms.  This  court  has  no  power  to  dis- 
regard it;  and,  as  well  said  by  Judge  Fcn- 
ner,   in  Armant's  Succession,   43  La.  Ann. 
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314,  26  Am.  St.  Rop.  183,  9  So.  52:  "We 
were  at  first  much  impressed  with  the  dear 
proof  made  that  the  deceased  intended  this 
paper  to  be  her  testament;  but  there  ia  no 
more  doubt  that  she  intended  the  invalid 
nuncupative  codicil  to  be  her  testament. 
Yet,  as  the  latter  was  attested  by  vomen 
who  are  incompetent  testamentary  wit- 
nesses, no  one  claims  its  validity;  and  so, 
if  the  holographic  will  is  not  signed  as  re- 
quired by  law,  her  intentions  cannot  save  it. 
The  question  ia  not  whether  she  intended 
this  paper  to  be  her  will,  but  whether  it  is 
a  will  clothed  with  the  forms  of  law.  An 
holographic  will,  like  every  other  testament, 
is  a  solemn  act.  It  matters  not  how  clearly 
ft  conveys  the  last  wishes  of  the  decedent. 
If  it  is  not  clothed  with  the  forms  pre- 
scribed, it  is  null."  The  following  authori- 
ties sustain  this  view:  Warwick  v.  War- 
wick, 86  Va.  602,  6  L.R.A.  775,  10  S.  E.  843; 
Baker  v.  Brown,  83  Miss.  793,  36  So.  530, 
10  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  371;  Scott  v.  Hark- 
ncss,  6  Idaho,  736,  59  Pac.  556;  30  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  551.  But  it  is 
useless  to  multiply  authorities.  The  statute 
declares  the  rule  itself  in  unmistakable 
terms.  It  may  well  be  said  that  Bucb  a  will 
need  not  be  in  any  particular  form,  and  that 
a  mistake  in  the  dato  will  not  invalidate  it; 
but  that  the  statutory  requirements,  thus 
plainly  expressed,  must  be  substantially 
met,  is,  we  think,'  the  only  safe  rule. 

Counsel  for  defendant  cites,  also,  the  case 
of  Barney  v.  Hayes,  11  Mont.  99,  27  Pac. 
384;  Id.,  11  Mont.  571,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  496, 
29  Pac.  282,  wherein  a  letter  was  admitted 
to  probate  as  a  codicil  to  a  will,  though  the 
year  mentioned  in  tlie  date  was  "1880,"  in- 
stead of  "1890,"  the  ye;ir  in  which  it  was 
written.  Since  the  letter  was  written, 
dated,  and  signed  entirely  in  the  handwrit- 
ing of  the  testator,  it  was  upon  its  face  a 
valid  testamentary  paper,  so  far  as  its  form 
was  concerned.  As  we  have  already  stated, 
it  may  be  that  a  mistake  in  the  date  docs 
not  invalidate  the  instrument;  Yet,  though 
this  is  so,  the  caso  of  Barney  v.  Hayes  does 
not  affect  the  point  at  issue.  Omitting  the 
figures  "190"  from  the  date,  the  instrument 
before  us  is  without  date,  and  is  therefore 
invalid  as  a  will. 

The  judgment  of  the  District  Court  is  af- 
firmed. 

Holloway,  J.,  concurs. 

« 
Smith,  J.,  dissents. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 
26  LJIJ^.(N.S.) 


NEBRASKil  SUPREME  COURT. 

WILLIAM  HENDERSON,  Plff,  in  Err., 

V. 

STATE  OF  NEBRASKA. 

(85  Neb.  444,  123  N.  W.  459.) 

Rape  —  testimony     of     prosecutrix  — 
necessity  of  corroboration. 

1.  In  prosecutions  for  rape,  where  the 
defendant  testifies  and  unequivocally  denies 
committing  the  ofl'ense,  the  testimony  of  the 
prosecutrix  as  to  the  main  fact  must  be 
corroborated  to  uphold  a  conviction. 
Evidence  —  rape  —  corroboration     of 

complainant  —  complaints. 

2.  In  such  a  case,  aiter  the  prosecutrix 
has  testified  to  a  commission  of  the  offense, 
it  is  competent  to  prove  in  corroboration  ot 
her  testimony  as  to  the  main  fact  that,  re- 
cently after  the  alleged  outrage,  she  made 
complaint  to  those  to  whom  a  statement  of 
such  an  occurrence  would  naturally  be 
made;  but  on  direct  examination  such  tes- 
timony should  be  confined  to  the  bare  fact 
that  complaint  was  made,  and  the  details  of 
the  event,  including  the  identity  of  the 
person  accused,  are  not  proper  subjects  of 
inquiry,  unless  the  complaint  was  a  spon- 
taneous unpremeditated  statement  so  close- 
ly connected  with  the  act  as  to  be  part  of 
the  res  gcstce. 

Instruction  —  rape  —  corroborating  cir- 
cumstances. 

3.  In  the  trial  of  a  case  for  rape,  it  is 
error  for  the  court  to  inform  the  jury  that 
such  a  complaint  is  a  corroborating  cir- 
cumstance, but  the  jury  should  be  permitted 
to  give  it  such  weight  in  that  regard  as  to 
them  may  seem  proper. 

(November,  19,  1909.) 
Headnotca  by  Root,  J. 


Kote.  ^  May  the  corroboration  of  prose- 
cutrix neeeasary  to  conviction  of  rape 
be  supplied-  by  her  oxon  complaints 
out  of  court. 

Tlie  scope  of  this  note  is  limited  to  those 
cases  which  hold  or  assume  that  the  prose- 
cutrix in  a  prosecution  for  rape  must  be 
corroborated  and  consider  the  sufficiency  of 
complaints  made  by  her  after  the  commis- 
sion of  the  alleged  offense,  as  corroboration 
necessary  to  warrant  a  conviction,  in  the 
absence  of  other  testimony  or  circumstances 
tending  to  connect  the  defendant  with  the 
commission  of  the  offense. 

It  will  be  seen  from  a  review  of  the  cases 
that  the  corroborative  testimony  necessary  to 
justify  a  conviction,  where  such  is  required, 
must  be  evidence  which  does  not  emanate 
from  the  mouth  of  the  injured  female;  that 
it  must  not  rest  wholly  upon  her  credibility, 
but  must  be  such  evidence  as  adds  to, 
strengthens,  confirms,  and  corroborates  her, 
and  tends  to  connect  the  defendant  with  the 
commission  of  the  offense. 

In   Iowa   the  statute   provides   that  the 
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ERROR  to  the  District  Court  for  Grant 
County  to  review  a  judgment  convict- 
ing defendant  of  rape.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Harrison  &  Prince  for  plain- 
tiff in  error. 

Messrs.  W.  T.  Tliompson,  Attorney 
General,  and  George  W.  Ayres,  for  the 
State: 

The  testimony  of  the  prosecutrix  was 
sufficiently  corroborated  by  the  admission 
of  defendant  as  to  the  sexual  intercourse, 
even  though  he  conten4ed  that  such  inter- 
course was  had  with  the  consent  of  the 
prosecutrix. 

People  V.  Oroucher,  2  Wheeler,  C.  C.  42. 

It  is  not  essential  that  the  prosecutrix 
shall  be  corroborated'  by  the  testimony  of 
other  witnesses  as  to  the  particular  act 
constituting  the  offense,  but  it  is  sufficient 
if  she  be  corroborated  as  to  material  facts 
and  circumstances  which  tend  to  support 
her  testimony  and  from  which,  together 
with  her  testimony  as  to  the  principal  fact, 
the  inference  of  guilt  may  be  drawn. 

Fager  v.  State,  22  Neb.  332,  35  N.  W. 
195. 

The  fact  that  complaint  was  made  by 
prosecutrix  is  admissible  as  tending  to  cor- 
roborate her  testimony  iu  those  cases  where 
she  goes  on  the  witness  stand  and  testifies. 

State  V.  Meyers,  46  Neb.  152,  37  LJI.A. 
423,  64  N.  W.  697;  Thompson  t.  State,  38 


Ind.  39;  Poison  v.  State,  137  Ind.  519,  35 
N.  E.  907;  State  v.  Mitchell,  68  Iowa,  116, 
26  N.  W.  44;  State  v.  Cook,  92  Iowa,  483, 
61  N.  W.  185;  Brown  v.  People,  36  Mich. 
203;  State  v.  Shettleworlh,  18  Minn.  208, 
Gil.  191;  State  v.  Warner,  74  Mo.  83;  Me- 
Combs  V.  State,  8  Ohio  St.  643. 

The  state  was  entitled  to  show  tbe  de- 
tails of  the  complaint  made  by  the  prose- 
cutrix to  her  husband. 

State  V.  Brown,  125  N.  C.  606,  34  S.  E. 
105;  Ellis  T.  State,  25  Fla.  704,  6  So.  168: 
State  V.  Peterson,  110  Iowa,  649,  82  N.  W. 
329;  Harmon  t.  Territory,  9  Okla.  318,  60 
Pac.  115. 

Root,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court; 

Plaintiff  in  error  \7as  convicted  in  the 
district  court  of  Grant  county  of  the  crime 
of  rape,  charged  to  have  been  committed 
upon  one  Emma  C.  Biles,  forcibly  and 
against  her  will.  Henderson  testified  in  his 
own  behalf,  aAd  admitted  the  fact  of  sex- 
ual intercourse,  but  stated  that  it  was  with 
the  woman's  consent.  The  woman  made 
complaint  to  her  husband  about  twenty 
hours  after  the  event,  and  they  were  per- 
mitted, over  defendant's  objections,  to  tes- 
tify to  that  fact.  The  court  instructed  the 
jury  that,  unless  the  prosecutrix  wa«  cor- 
roborated upon  material  points,  they  ought 
not  to  convict  the  defendant.     Instruction 


prosecutrix  must  be  corroborated  by  evi- 
dence tendinjT  to  connect  the  defendant  with 
the  commission  of  the  crime,  and  it  was 
held  in  State  v.  Stowell,  60  Iowa,  635,  15  N. 
W.  417,  that  it  was  error  to  instruct  the 
jury  that,  if  they  found  that  the  prosecu- 
trix ■<>,■»»  bruised,  etc.,  and  made  immediate 
complaint,  then  they  could  consider  that 
as  evidence  tending  to  corroborate  the  testi- 
mony of  the  prosecutrix,  though  he  also 
charged  that  it  was  alone  for  them  to  say 
whether  or  not  such  corroboration  was  suf- 
ficient. The  court  said  that  it  was  in  ef- 
fect instructing  the  jury  that  it  would  be 
evidence  tending  to  connect  the  defendant 
with  the  commission  of  the  offense,  and  waa 
therefore  error. 

In  State  v.  Carpenter,  124  Iowa,  5,  98  N. 
W.  775,  the  court  instructed  the  jury  that 
the'  evidence  which  had  been  admitted  to 
show  that  prosecutrix  had  made  complaint 
to  her  brother  and  mother  that  she  had  been 
ravished  by  the  defendant  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  evidence  corroborating  the  tes- 
timony of  the  prosecutrix  tending  to  con- 
nect the  defendant  with  commission  of  the 
offense  of  rape,  or  assault  with  intent  to 
commit  rape,  but  that  the  evidence  of  such 
complaints  was  admitted  as  tending  to  con- 
firm or  corroborate  the  truth  of  her  testi- 
mony; that  law  being  that  a  failure  by  the 
prosecutrix  to  immediately  complain  was 
looked  upon  as  a  suspicious  circumstance 
that  her  storv  was  a  fabrication,  h«nce  th9 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


testimony  of  such  complainU  was  admitted 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  accuracy  ot" 
the  prosecuting  witness,  and  for  no  other 
purpose. 

And  in  State  ▼.  Wheeler,  11(1  Iowa,  212, 
93  Am.  St  Rep.  236,  89  N.  W.  978,  it  was 
held  that  mere  opportunity  afforded  the  de- 
fendant, bruises  on  the  prosecutrix  in  pros- 
ecution for  rape,  and  the  fact  that  she  made 
complaint,  it  not  being  part  of  the  re*  gesttr, 
was  insufficient  to  make  her  testimony  "cor- 
roborated by  other  evidence  tending  to  con- 
nect defendant  with  the  commission  of  the 
offense,"  as  required  by  the  statute. 

And  so,  in  State  v.  Egbert,  125  Iowa,  443, 
101  N.  W.  101,  it  was  held  that  while  the 
complainta  of  prosecutrix  made  soon  after 
the  assault,  and  her  condition,  may  constit- 
ute corroboration  of  her  testimony  that  a 
crime  was  committed,  they  cannot  constit- 
ute a  corroboration  of  her  testimony  that 
defendant  committed  the  assa^ilt,  necessary 
for  a  conviction  for  assault  with  intent  to 
commit  rape. 

And  proof  of  complaints  made  by  the 
prosecutrix  immediately  after  the  alleged 
offense  was  held  in  State  v.  Stewart,  52 
Wash.  61,  100  Pac.  153,  not  such  corrobora- 
tive evidence  "as  tends  to  connect  the  de- 
fendant with  the  commission  of  the  offense," 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Washington  stat- 
ute. The  court  said  that  "corroboration" 
as  used  in  the  statute  meant  testimony  of 
gom«  substantial  fact  or  circumstance  in- 
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numbered  12  was  also  given,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows: "The  jury  are  inatmcted  that,  if 
you  believe  from  the  evidence  that  the  pros- 
ecuting witness  told  her  husband  of  the  as- 
Bault  alleged  to  have  been  made  on  her,  at 
the  earnest  opportunity,  then  that  is  a  cor- 
roborating circumstance  -tending  to  sustain 
the  truth  of  her  statements." 

Defendant  urges  that  the  court  thereby 
invaded  the  province  of  the  jury,  and  that 
in  no  event  could  the  prosecutrix,  by  any 
auet  or  statement  of  her  own,  corroborate 
her  testimony  as  to  the  criminal  act.  Fitz- 
gerald v.  State,  78  Neb.  1,  110  N.  W.  676, 
is  cited  by  the  defendant.  In  that  case  the 
defendant  was  not  arrested  until  after  the 
prosecutrix  gave  birth  to  an  illegitimate 
child,  and  theretofore  she  had  made  no  com- 
plaint. The  only  evidence  purporting  to 
corroborate  the  prosecutrix  was  proof  that 
about  the  time  she  became  pregnant  she 
was  frequently  in  defendant's  company.  It 
was  properly  held  that  a  conviction  could 
not  be  sustained  upon  that  state  of  facts 
because  of  the  lack  of  corroborative  evi- 
dence. Mott  ▼.  State,  83  Neb.  226,  119  N. 
W.  461,  is  also  cited.  In  that  case  the 
prosecutrix  made  no  complaint  until  in  an 
advanced  state  of  pregnancy.  Upon  a  con- 
sideration of  all  of  the  facts  in  that  case, 
it  will  be  understood  that  the  point  now 
considered  was  not  involved.  The  gist  of 
that  decision  is  that  the  testimony  of  the 


prosecutrix  concerning  independent  collat- 
eral facts  will  not  be  received  in  corrobora- 
tion of  her  testimony  relative  to  the  main 
fact.  It  was,  furthermore,  held  that,  the 
evidence  was  insufficient  to  sustain  the  ver- 
dict. 

In  Garrison  y.  People,  6  Neb.  274,  283, 
we  held  that  it  was  not  error  for  the  court, 
to  refuse  to  instruct  the  jury  that  it  could 
not  convict  the  defendant  upon  the  unsup- 
ported testimony  of-  the  prosecutrix.  In 
Mathews  v.  State,  19  Neb.  330,  336,  27  N. 
W.  234,  236,  the  attention  of  the  profession 
was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  in  Garrison  y. 
People,  supra,  a  bill  of  exceptions  of  the 
evidence  had  not  been  preserved,  and  that 
it  was  not  intended  in  that  case  to  hold 
that  a  conviction  of  rape  would  be  sustained 
upon  the  testimony  of  the  prosecutrix,  if 
her  sworn  statements  were  disputed  by 
other  testimony,  and  "there  were  no  marks 
upon  her  person  or  clothing  showing  a  re- 
cent struggle,  or  no  complaint  as  soon  after 
the  occurrence  as  an  opportunity  offered." 
In  Murphy  v.  State,  15  Neb.  383,  19  N;  W. 
489,  the  prosecutrix  testified  that  the  de- 
fendant, a  colored  man  in  her  husband's 
employ,  came  into  her  room  as  she  was 
packing  a  trunk,  and  ravished  her.  She 
made  no  complaint  until  after  crriving  in 
Burlington,  Iowa,  the  next  day.  It  was 
held  that  it  was  for  the  jury,  in  the  light 
of  explanatory  evidence  submitted  by  the 


dependent  of  the  statements  of  the  prosecu- 
trix. 

And  in  People  y.  Page,  162  N.  Y.  272, 
56  N.  £.  750,  it  was  held  that  proof  of  com- 
plaint of  the  offense,  made  by  the  prosecu- 
trix, was  insufflcient  as  corroboration,  the 
statute  requiring  that  the  prosecutrix  be 
corroborated  by  "other  evidence."  The 
court  said  that  since  the  disclosure  comes 
from  the  complainant  herself,  and  depends 
wholly  upon  her  veracity,  it  is  not  "other 
evidence"  in  support  of  her  version  of  the 
affair,  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute. 

And  to  the  same  effect  is  People  v.  Green, 
103  App.  Div.  79,  92  N.  Y.  Supp.  608.  In 
this  case  the  proofs  showed  that  the  com- 
plaint was  made  two  days  after  the  alleged 
offense.  It  was  suggested  by  the  court,  how- 
ever, that  a  disclosure  made  by  the  com- 
plainant as  she  hastened  from  the  place 
where  the  crime  was  committed,  with  torn 
clothing  and  with  a  disheveled  appearance, 
bearing  unmistakable  evidence  of  a  strug- 
gle, would  constiwte  such  "other  evidence" 
to  support  her  version  of  the  affair,  within 
the  mpaning  of  the  statute,  necessary  to 
warrant  a  conviction. 

In  State  v.  Parker,  134  N.  C.  209,  46  S. 
E.  611,  where  the  declarations  of  prosecu- 
trix were  admitted  to  corroborate  her  testi- 
mony in  a  prosecution  for  rape,  it  was  held 
that  the  court  should  have  instructed  the 
jury,  without  any  special  request,  as  to  the 
purpose  and  effect  of  such  corroborative  tes- 
99  LJl.A.(N.S.) 


timony, — that  the  declarations  of  the  pros- 
ecutrix were  not  substantive  evidence  in 
proof  of  the  fact,  but  were  admissible  mere- 
ly as  corroborative  of  prosecutrix  as  a  wit- 
ness after  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
impeach  her. 

In  Mares  v.  Territory.  10  N.  M.  770,  65 
Pac.  185,  it  was  held  that'a  disclosure  of  the 
assault  for  the  first  time  by  prosecutrix 
when  made  four  months  after  its  alleged 
occurrence,  at  a  time  when  she  waa  ill  from 
miscarriage,  had  no  value  as  a  corroborat- 
ing circumstance  for  any  purpose. 

There  are  number  of  cases  passing  upon 
the  question  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  evi- 
dence to  sustain  the  conviction,  where  it 
appeared  that  the  only  evidence  was  the 
testimony  of  the  prosecutrix  and  proof  of 
complaint  made  by  her,  in  whch  the  convic- 
tion has  been  set  aside,  as  in  State  v.  lago, 
66  Minn.  231,  68  N.  W.  989,  and  People  v. 
Freemen  (III.)  91  N.  E.  708;  and  others  in 
which  the  conviction  has  been  sustained,  as 
in  Berry  v.  State,  44  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  39.5, 
72  S.  W.  170,  and  Territory  v.  Edie,  6  N. 
M.  555,  30  Pac.  851, — which  were  decided 
upon  the  particular  facts  of  each  case,  ^nd 
where  it  did  not  appear  whether  corrobora- 
tion of  the  prosecutrix  was  required  or  not, 
which  have  been  excluded  from  this  note. 

The  general  question  as  to  the  admissibi- 
lity in  evidence  of  complaints  made  by  the 
prosecutrix  is  of  course,  beyond  the  scope 
of  this  note. 
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state,  to  say  wlictlier  Iicr  complaint,  under 
all  of  the  circumstances,  should  be  consid- 
ered in  corroboration  of  the  main  fact  tes- 
tified to  by  her.  In  Wood  v.  State,  46  Neb. 
58,  $4  N.  W.  355,  it  was  held  that  such  tes- 
timony may  be  received  in  corroboration  of 
the  main  fact.  So,  also,  in  State  v.  Meyers, 
46  Neb.  152,  37  L.n.A.  423,  64  N.  W.  697, 
we  held  that  such  testimony  may  be  re- 
ceived as  corroborative,  but  not  independ- 
ent, evidence  of  the  main  fact.  This  view 
of  the  law  is  fully  sustained  in  a  discussion 
of  tjie  subject  written  by  the  lamented 
Maxwell,  for  many  years  a  member  of  this 
court.  32  Cent.  L.  J.  102.  But,  while  the 
injured  female  is  permitted  to  show  by  her 
own  testimony  and  that  of  others  cognizant 
of  the  fact  that  she  made  complaint,  we  do 
not  think  that  the  details  thereof,  when  not 
part  of  the  re«  gestas,  should  be  received  on 
her  direct  examination  or  as  part  of  the 
state's  case  in  chief.  In  Oleson  v.  State,  1 1 
Neb.  276, 270,  38  Am.  Rep.  366,  9  N.  VV.  38,40, 
we  accepted  with  approval  Prof.  Greenleaf's 
definition  of  the  law  of  this  subject;  that  is 
to  say,  that  the  prosecutrix  may  only  be 
asked  "whether  she  made  complaint  that 
such  an  outrage  had  been  perpetrated  upon 
her,  and  to  receive  only  a  simple  yes  or  no." 
In  Wood  V.  State,  supra,  Judge  Irvine,  in 
his  inimitable  manner,  discusses  the  philoso- 
phy of  the  rule;  and  it  may  be  said  to  be 
well  established  in  the  jurisprudence  of  this 
state.  It  is  possible  that  counsel  in  their 
ardor  may  succeed  in  inducing  the  trial 
court  to  permit  the  prosecutrix,  and  those 
to  whom  she  makes  her  statement,  t,o  give 
the  'details  thereof,  on  the  theory  that 
thereby  they  are  simply  testifying  to  her 
complaint;  but  a  discriminating  examina- 
tion of  our  decisions  upon  that  subject  will 
instruct  the  student  that,  where  the  com- 
plaint did  not  form  part  of  the  res  gestte 
of  the  transaction,  the  fact  of  the  com- 
plaint, but  not  its  details,  may  be  shown 
on  direct  examination  in  the  state's  case  in 
chief.  R.  V.  Osborn,  Car.  &  M.  622;  Bray 
V.  State,  131  Ala.  46,  31  So.  107;  Thompson 
▼.  State,  38  Ind.  39;  Stevens  v.  People,  15S 
111.  Ill,  41  N.  E.  856;  State  v.  Daugherty, 
63  Kan.  473,  65  Fac.  695;  Johnson  v.  State, 
21  Tex.  App.  368,  17  S.  W.  252;  State  v. 
Niles,  47  Vt.  82;  Brogy  v.  Com.  10  Gratt. 
722;  Stephen  v.  State,  11  Ga.  225;  Cora, 
r.  Phillips,  162  Mass.  504,  39  N.  E.  109. 
Of  course,  if  the  defendant  desires  to  draw 
otft  the  facts  on  cross-examination  of  the 
witness,  he  may  do  so,  and  in  that  event 
the  ordinary  rules  governing  the  redirect 
examination  of  witnesses  will  apply.  The 
time  that  elapsed  between  the  alleged  com- 
mission of  the  offense  and  the  making  of 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  complaint  will  not,  oa  a  matter  of  law, 
always  control  the  admissibility  of  th«  tes- 
timony. State  r.  Niles  and  Murphy  t. 
State,  supra. 

Counsel  for  defendant  cited  Iowa  decisions 
but  they  have  reference  to  a  statute  which 
provides  that  a  defendant  cannot  be  con- 
victed for  rape  unless  the  prosecutrix  "b« 
corroborated  by  other  evidence  tending  to 
connect  the  defendant  with  the  commission 
of  the  oHense."  In  the  application  of  that 
statute  the  courts  of  our  sister  state  hold 
that  the  prosecutrix  cannot  by  her  own  tes- 
timony furnish  that  corroboration.  Proving 
that  the  prosecutrix  has  been  ravished,  Md 
establishing  that  a  defendant  is  the  guilir 
man,  are  very  diflTerent  propositions;  and 
evidence  tending  to  corroborate  one  fact 
does  not  necessarily  nor  logically  confirm 
the  other.  We  recognize  the  distinction, 
and,  in  the  absence  of  a  statute  on  the  sub- 
ject, hold  that  the  unsupported  testimonj 
of  the  prosecutrix  may  be  sufficient  to 
identify  the  guilty  party  if  the  commi^tsiou 
of  the  offense  has  first  been  establislicJ. 
Younger  v.  State,  80  Neb.  201,  210,  IH  X. 
W.  170.  In  Iowa  it  is  held  that  evidence 
to  the  effect  that  the  prosecutrix  did  make 
complaint  corroborates  her  testimony  con- 
cerning the  main  fact.  State  v.  Peterson. 
110  Iowa,  647,  82  N.  W.  329;  SUte  v.  Car- 
penter, 124  Iowa,  5,  98  N.  W.  775;  State 
V.  Ralston,  '139  Iowa,  44,  116  N.  W,  1058. 
In  the  instant  case  the  fact  that  the  prose- 
cutrix made  complaint  to  her  husband  may 
or  may  not  tend  to  support  her  testimony 
that  she  had  been  ravished,  and  the  court 
should  have  permitted  the  jury  to  sav 
whether  that  fact  corroborated  her  or  not. 
The  jury  should  not  have  been  told  th.it 
the  testimony  is  corroborative.  The  jury, 
with  propriety,  might  have  been  told  that. 
if  they  found  from  the  evidence  that  the 
prosecutrix  made  timely  complaint  to  her 
husband,  they  might  consider  that  fact  in 
connection  with  the  other  facts  and  circum- 
stances established  by  the  evidence,  in  ascvr- 
taining  whether  the  woman  had  been  cor- 
roborated in  her  sworn  statement  that  she 
had  been  ravished.  From  a  consideration  of 
the  authorities  heretofore  cited,  it  will  also 
be  apparent  that  the  state  ought  not  to 
have  been  permitted  to  prove  by  Mr.  Biles, 
over  defendant's  objections,  the  details  of 
the  woman's  complaint.  In  Younger  r 
State,  80  Neb.  201,  206,  114  N.  W.  170,  the 
statement  made  by  the  prosecutrix  was  part 
of  the  res  geatoe,  and  therefore  not  within 
the  general  rule.  As  there  must  he  a  new 
trial  of  this  case,  we  refrain  from  com- 
menting upon  the  evidence. 

The  judgment  of  the  District  Court  is  re- 
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versed,  and  the  cause  remanded  ior  further 
proceedings. 

Iietton,  J.,  concurring: 

I  concur.  I  think  it  was  error  to  gire  the 
fourteenth  instruction,  which  is  identical 
with  the  one  which  was  given  in  Cardwell 
V.  State,  60  Neb.  480,  83  N.  W.  665,  because, 
while  i^plicable  to  the  facts  in  that  case, 
it  ia  not  at  all  applicable  to  the  facts  in 
this. 

Further,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
evidence  does  not  sustain  the  verdict. 

fawcett,  J.,  concurs. 


NEW  YORK  COURT  OF  APPEAIiS. 

PEOPLE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK, 
Respt, 

V. 

JOHN  F.  AHEARN,  Appt 

(196  N.  Y.  221,  89  N.  E.  930.) 

Officer  —  removal  —  reinstatement  — 
validity. 

One  removed  from  a  municipal  ofBce  by 
the  govemoi  under  statutory  authority  for 
maladministration  therein  is  not  eligible  to 
re-election  by  the  aldermen,  under  a  stat- 
utory provision  empowering  them  to  fill  a 
vacancy  so  caused,  for  the  unexpired  term. 

(Cullen,  Ch.  J.,  and  Chase,  J.,  dissent) 

(October  29,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  an  order  of 
the  Appellate  Division  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  First  Department,  reversing  a  judg- 
ment of  a  Special  Term,  Part  III.,  for  New 
York  County,  sustaining  a  demurrer  to  a 
petition  for  a  writ  of  quo  warranto  to  oust 
defendant  from  the  office  of  president  of 
the  borough  of  Manhattan.    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  HIscock,  J.: 

The  action  is  one  of  quo  warranto,  and 
the  question  certified  to  us  is:  "Does  the 
complaint  herein  state  facts  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  cause  of  action."  The  com- 
plaint, amongst  other  things,  alleges 'that 
in  1905  the  defendant  was  elected  president 
of  the  borough  of  Manhattan  for  the  term 
of  four  years  beginning  January  1,  1906, 
and  at  the  appointed  time  duly  qualified 
and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  du- 
ties of  said  office;  that  in  July,  1907, charges 
were  duly  made  against  him  and  filed  with 
the  governor  of  the  state,  which  in  effect 

Note.  —  As  to  re-election  of  public  officer 
after  ouster  for  misconduct,  see  note  to 
RUte  V.  Rose,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  843. 
26  LJUL(N.8.) 


accused  him  of  incompetency  in,  and  malad- 
ministration of,  his  office,  copies  of  these 
charges  being  served  upon  the  defendant, 
and  he  being  duly  notified  to  appear  and 
defend  himself  against  the  same,  which  he 
did;  that  the  hearing  continued  from  time 
to  time  through  several  weeks  until,  on 
December  9,  1907,  the  governor  made  an 
order  that,  it  appearing  to  his  satisfaction 
that  the  cluirges  were  true,  and  that  the 
public  interest  required  it,  the  defendant  be 
removed  from  his  office;  that,  on  December 
19,  1907,  the  board  of  aldermen  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  representing  the  borough  of 
Manhattan,  appointed  the  defendant  to  fill 
the  vacancy  caused  by  his  removal  for  the 
unexpired  term,  and  this  action  was  brought 
to  oust  the  defendant  from  said  office  on 
the  ground  that  su^h  appointment  was  in- 
valid. 

Mr.  Frederick  AlUg,  with  Mr.  Martin 
W.  Iilttlotou,  for  appellant: 

The  principle  of  home  rule  that  underlies 
our  political  institutions  applies  as  well  to 
appointment  as  to  election  of  local  officers. 

People  ex  rel.  Bolton  v.  Albertson,  66  N, 
Y.  56;  People  ex  rel.  Wood  v.  Draper,  15 
N.  Y.  561;  Rathbone  v.  Wirth,  150  N.  Y. 
467,  34  L.R.A.  408,  46  N.  E.  15;  People 
ex  rel.  Balcom  v.  Mosher,  163  N.  Y.  41,  79 
Am.  St.  Rep.  652,  67  N.  E.  88;  People  ez  rel. 
Metropolitan  Street  R.  Co.  v.  State  Tax 
Comrs.  174  N.  Y.  431,  63  L.R.A.  884,  106 
Am.  St  Rep.  674,  67  N.  E.  60;  Dill.  Mun. 
Corp.  §  9. 

The  alderman's  power  to  fill  the  vacancy 
was  as  plenary  and  unlimited  as  the  power - 
of  the  people  to  elect  in  the  first  place. 

People  ex  rel.  Bolton  v.  Albertson,  supra; 
People  ex  rel.  Metropolitan  Street  R.  Co. 
V,  State  Tax  Comrs.  174  N.  Y.  435,  63 
L.R.A.  884,  105  Am.  St.  Rep.  674,  ^7  N.  E. 
69;  Barker  v.  People,  3  Cow.  703,  16  Am. 
Dec.  322;  People  ex  rel.  Devery  v.  Coler, 
178  N.  Y.  119,  65  N.  E.  956;  Speed  v.  De- 
troit, 98  Mich.  364,  22  L.R.A.  842,  39  Am. 
St  Rep.  655,  57  N.  W.  406. 

Defendant  was  prima  facie  qualified  for 
the  office. 

6  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  16;  Minor  ▼. 
Happersett,  21  Wall.  162,  22  L.  ed.  627; 
Mechem,  Pub.  Off.  §  67;  High,  Extr.  Legal 
Rem.  §  643;  23  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
p.  628,  note  2;  People  ex  rel.  Crane  v. 
Ryder,  12  N.  Y.  436;  People  ex  rel.  Wat- 
kins  v.  Perley,  80  N.  Y.  625. 

Removal  by  governor  did  not  have  the 
effect  of  disqualifying  defendant,  and  there- 
fore be  was  a  perfectly  eligible  candidate, 
and  the  aldermanic  election  conferred  upon 
him  a  perfect  title  to  his  office. 

People  ex  rel.  Bolton  v.  Albertson;  Peopls 
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ex  rel.  Wood  .▼.  Draper;  Rathbone  v. 
Wirtli;  People  ex  rel.  Ralcom  v.  Moslior: 
and  People  ex  rel.  Metropolitan  Street  R. 
Co.  V.  State  Tax  Comrs., — supra;  Dill.  Mun. 
Corp.  §  9;  Barker  v.  People,  3  Cow.  686, 
15  Am.  Dee.  322;  People  ex  rel.  Devery  v. 
Coler,  173  N.  Y.  118,  65  N.  E.  956. 

It  is  against  the  law  to  imply  a  penalty 
where  none  is  expressed. 

26  Am.  &  Kng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  658,  659; 
Hintermister  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  64  N.  Y. 
212;  People  v.  Rosetiljcrg,  138  N.  Y.  415, 
34  N.  E.  285;  United  States  v.  Wiltbcrger, 
5  Wheat.  95,  5  L.  ed.  42;  H.  Hackfeld  A 
Co.  V.  United  States,  197  U.  S.  450,  49  L. 
cd.  829,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  456;  Health  Dept. 
V.  Knoll,  70  N.  Y.  530 ;  Riggs  v.  Palmer,  115 
N.  Y.  520,  5  L.R.A.  340,  12  Am.  St.  Rep. 
819,  22  N.  E.  188;  Lyon  v.  Ilersey,  103  N. 
Y.  264,  8  N.  E.  518;  Hoard  of  Excise  v. 
Dolierty,  16  How.  Pr.  46;  People  ex  rel. 
Brown  v.  Woodruff,  32  N.  Y.  364;  Honduras 
V.  Soto,  112  N.  Y.  315,  2  L.R.A.  642,  8  Am. 
St.  Rep.  744,  19  N.  E.  845;  Tompkins  v. 
Hunter,  149  N.  Y.  123,  43  N.  E.  532. 

Disqualiflcation  for  oflice  is  a  penalty. 

26  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  659;  Story, 
Misc.  Writings,  620;  People  ex  rel.  Le  Roy 
V.  Hurlbut,  24  Mich.  107,  9  Am.  Rep.  103; 
Yick  Wo  V.  Hopkins,  118  U.  S.  370,  30  L. 
ed.  226,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1064;  Barker  v. 
People,  3  Cow.  703,  15  Am.  Dec.  322;  People 
ex  rel.  Bush  v.  Thornton,  25  Hun,  463;  Peo- 
ple ex  rel.  Ryan  v.  (irecn,  58  N.  Y.  304; 
People  ex.  rel.  Devery  v.  Coler,  supra; 
Rogers  v.  Buffalo,  123  N.  Y.  173,  9  L.R.A. 
579,  25  N.  E.  274 ;  Rathhone  v.  Wirtli,  150 
N.  Y.  459,  34  L.R.A.  408,  45  X.  E.  15. 

DisqualiHoation  for  office  cannot  be  im- 
plied from  the  removal  law. 

26  Am.  &.  Eng.  Enc.  Ijiw,  p.  659,  note  5; 
People  ex  rel.  Bush  v.  Thornton,  25  Hun, 
465;  People  ex  rel.  Ryan  v.  Green,  supra; 
Re  Advisory  Opinion,  31  Fla.  7,  18  L.R.A. 
695,  12  So.  114. 

To  incapacitate  or  disqualify  a  person  to 
hold  office,  there  must  be  conviction  of 
felony,  or  acts  of  such  turpitude  as  would 
ren<U-r  him  mornlly  unfit. 

15  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  1068. 

The  operation,  the  effect,  the  consequences, 
of  the  order,  began  and  ended  with  the  re- 
moval. 

State  ex  rel.  Tyrrell  t.  Jersey  City,  25 
N.  J.  L.  542;  Re  Advisory  Opinion,  supra; 
Speed  v.  Detroit,  98  Mich.  360,  22  L.R.A. 
842,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  555,  57  N.  W.  406; 
(Jrogory  v.  New  York,  113  N.  Y.  419,  3 
L.R.A.  854,  21  N.  E.  119. 

Messrs.  Edward  K.  O'Malley,  Attorney 
General,  and  Ezra  P.  Prentice  for  re- 
spondent : 

Public  office  involves  the  ideas  of  tenure 
and    duration    as    well    as    rights,    powers,' 
duties,    and    emoluments.      The    defendant 
20  L.R.A.{N.S.) 


was  removed  from  the  office  of  borough 
president  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  lor 
which  he  had  been  elected. 

Re  Attorneys  Oaths,  20  .IoIiua.  492;  Re 
Hathaway,  71  N.  Y.  238;  Uniled  Htales  v. 
Hartwell,  6  Wall.  385,  18  L.  cd.  830;  Pe..|.!.- 
v.  Duane,  121  N.  Y.  367,  24  X.  E.  S4.V. 
-Mechem,  Pub.  OS.  §  1;  Thurston  v.  Clar'v, 
107  Cal.  285,  40  Pac.  435;  United  States 
v.  Germaine,  99  U.  S.  508,  25  L.  cd.  4S2; 
Hall  V.  Wisconsin,  303  U.  S.  5,  26  L.  eJ. 
302;  Aufbmordt  v.  Hedden,  137  V.  S.  31i>, 
34  L.  ed.  674,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  103:  WarU- 
law  V.  New  York,  29  .Jones  &  S.  174,  11« 
N.  Y.  Supp.  6;  Olmstead  v.  New  York,  11 
Jones  &  S.  481. 

The  election  of  defendant  by  the  board 
of  aldermen  was  an  appointment. 

Sturgis  V.  Spolford,  45  N.  Y.  446;  Peop'e 
ex  rel.  Mitchell  v.  Sturgcs,  27  App.  Div.  Z>'. 
50  N.  Y.  Supp.  5 ;  Public  Officers  Law,  chap. 
47,  of  Consolidated  J^ws,  §  38. 

The  purpose  of  a  statute  is  to  be  rcganlo<l 
in  its  interpretation. 

People  ex  rel.  Wood  y.  Lacombe,  99  X. 
Y.  43,  1  N.  E.  599;  Mead  v.  Stratton.  87 
X.  Y.  493,  41  Am.  Rep.  386;  Re  O'Xeil.  91 
X.  Y.  516;  Tonnele  v.  Hall,  4  X.  Y.  140; 
Delafield  v.  Brady,  108  N.  Y.  524.  15  X.  E. 
428;  Dibble  v.  Hathaway,  11  Hun,  571; 
People  ex  rel.  Twenty-third  Street  R.  Ca 
v.  Tax  Comrs.  95  N.  Y.  554;  Burch  v.  Xew- 
bury,  10  N.  Y.  374;  Oswego  Starch  Factory 
v.  Dolloway,  21  N.  Y.  449;  People  v.  New 
York  C.  R.  Co.  13  X.  Y.  78;  Donaldson  r. 
Wood,  22  Wend.  397 ;  Watervliet  Turnp.  Co. 
v.  M'Kean,  6  Hill.  619;  Com.  v.  Kimball,  24 
Pick.  366;  People  ex  rel.  Starkweather  v. 
Gaul,  44  Barb.  98;  People  ex  rel.  Gilmour 
V.  Hyde,  89  N.  Y.  11. 

Defendant,  having  been  removed  from  tlic 
office  of  borough  president  for  the  balance 
of  the  term  for  which  he  had  been  electe<l, 
could  not  be  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  his  removal. 

State  ex  rel.  Coleman  v.  Rose,  74  Kan. 
262,  6  L.R.A.(X.S.)  843,  86  Pac.  296,  10  A. 
i  E.  Ann.  Cas.  927;  State  ex  rel.  Child* 
v.  Dart,  57  Minn.  201,  59  X.  W.  190;  State 
V.  Welsh,  109  Iowa,  19,  79  X.  W.  369. 

Messrs.  Nelson  S.  Spencer  and  Charles 
H.  SXrong,  for  the  committee  of  fiftivM 
citizens: 

Mr.  Aheam  was  not  eligible  for  reap- 
pointment because  his  removal  from  office 
was  a  removal  from  the  office  of  borough 
president  for  the  term  for  which  he  waj 
elected. 

Re  Attorneys  Oaths,  20  Johns.  492;  Peo- 
ple ex  rel.  Henry  v.  Nostrand,  46  N.  Y.  375; 
Re  Hathaway,  71  N.  Y.  238;  United  State* 
V.  Hartwell,  6  Wall.  385,  18  U  ed.  830- 
United  States  v.  Germaine,  99  U.  S.  508. 
25  L.  ed.  482;  Hall  v.  Wisconsin,  103  U.  S 
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5,  2G  L.  cd.  302;  AulTmordt  v.  Heddcn,  137 
I'.  S.  310,  34  L.  cd.  674,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
103;  People  v.  Duane,  121  N.  Y.  367,  24 
N.  E.  845;  Olmstead  v.  New  York,  11  Jones 
&  S.  481;  Mechem,  Pub.  Off.  §  1;  State  v. 
Welsh,  109  Iowa,  19,  79  N.  W.  369;  State 
ex  rel.  Childs  v.  Dart,  57  Minn.  261,  69  N. 
W.  190;  State  ex  rel.  Coleman  v.  Rose,  74 
Kan.  262,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  843,  86  Pac.  296, 
10  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  927. 

Hiscock,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  tbc 
court: 

Section  382  of  the  charter  of  New  York 
(Laws  1901,  chap.  466,  p.  161),  by  its  own 
terms  and  by  reference  to  other  constitu- 
tional and  statutory  provisions. relating  to 
removal  of  county  ofRcers,  provided  for  the 
removal  of  the  defendant  by  the  governor 
on  charges  after  an  opportunity  to  be  heard 
in  his  defense,  and  no  claim  is  made  that  all 
provisions  for  the  trial  and  protection  of 
the  defendant  were  not  observed  in  the  pro- 
ceeding which  resulted  in  his  removal.  It 
is,  however,  somewhat  argued  that  the  pro- 
visions purporting  to  confer  upon  the  gov- 
ernor the  power  of  removal  of  defendant 
conflict  with  what  are  commonly  known  as 
the  "home  rule  provisions"  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  are  therefore  invalid.  We  are 
so  agreed  that  this  argument  is  not  well 
founded,  that  the  provisions  under  which 
the  governor  proceeded  are  constitutional 
and  valid,  and  that  they  do  not  violate 
either  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  those  pro- 
visions which  secure  and  guarantee  the 
principles  of  local  self-government,  that  it 
docs  not  seem  necessary  to  discuss  them. 
Assuming  therefore  that  the  removal  of  the 
defendant  was  entirely  valid,  I  shall  proceed 
to  a  discussion  of  the  other  question  pre- 
sented for  our  consideration,  and  which  re- 
late to  the  validity  of  bis  subsequent  ap- 
pointment. 

This  appointment  purported  to  be  made 
by  virtue  of  a  provision  in  the  same  section 
of  the  charter  already  referred  to,  and 
which  reads:  "Any  vacancy  in  the  office 
of  president  caused  by  removal  from  the 
borough,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  for  the 
unexpired  term  by  an  election  to  such 
vacancy  made  by  a  majority  vote  of  all  the 
members  of  the  board  of  aldermen  then  in 
ofTice  representing  said  borough."  Whetlier 
that  is  material  or  not,  it  is  conceded  that 
the  word  "election"  in  this  provision  is 
equivalent  to  the  word  "appointment."  The 
people  insist  in  support  of  this  action,  that 
the  removal  of  the  defendant  deprived  him 
of  his  office  for  its  entire  term,  and  that  he 
could  not  be  appointed  to  the  vacancy  for 
the  unexpired  term  under  the  provisions 
just  quoted.  The  appellant,  on  the  other 
hnnd,  insists  that  such  was  not  the  case, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


and  that  by  such  removal  neither  the  board 
of  aldermen  was  barred  from  appointing 
him,  nor  he  disqualified  front  accepting  such 
appointment. 

It  occurs  to  the  mind  at  once  that,  if  the 
appellant's  theory  is  correct,  and  the  board 
of  aldermen  was  authorized  to  appoint  him 
to  the  vacancy  just  caused  by  his  removal, 
the  legislature  has  solemnly  enacted  a  stat- 
ute authorizing  conspicuously  inconsistent 
acts  and  absurd  results.  It  has  authorized 
the  governor  to  try  and  remove  a  public 
official  as  unworthy  to  hold  office,  and  the 
l)oard  of  aldermen  to  select  him  forthwith 
as  a  proper  person  to  fill  the  resulting 
vacancy.  It  has  provided  that  the  action 
of  one  branch  of  the  government  forthwith 
may  be  nullified  by  that  of  another,  that  a 
public  official  who  has  been  punished  for 
inefficiency  and  maladministration  of  his 
office  may  be  reimbursed  for  his  loss  by 
appointment  to  the  very  office  of  which  he 
has  been  deprived,  and  that  the  public  serv- 
ice, supposed  to  be  safeguarded  and  bene- 
fited by  his  removal,  may  be  demoralized 
by  his  immediate  reinstatement.  In  effect 
it  has  repealed  the  provision  in  the  charter 
providing  for  removal  of  officials  for  cause, 
by  another  provision  in  the  self-same  sec- 
tion authorizing  the  reappointment  of  the 
man  who  had  just  been  dismissed.  Such 
results  would  so  offend  against  the  prin- 
ciples of  an  orderly  and  efficient  adminis- 
tration of  government,  as  well  as  those  of 
ordinary  common  sense,  that  no  one  would 
be  likely  to  defend  them  as  a  product  of 
wise  legislation;  but  it  was  urged  by  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  appellant  on  the 
argument  that  neither  his  client  nor  the 
courts  are  responsible  for  ill-considered  leg- 
islation, and  that  unwise  legislative  enact- 
ments do  not  justify  unauthorized  judicial 
amendments.  If  the  legislature  has  actual- 
ly ordained  that  such  results  as  these  should 
be  permitted,  their  action  is  final;  but  the 
principle  is  equally  true  that  the  obligation 
rests  on  the  courts  to  assume  that  legisla- 
tion was  not  intended  to  beget  absurdities, 
and  to  exiiaust  the  limit  of  legitimate  con- 
struction before  affixing  to  it  any  such  con- 
sequences. The  principles  ordinarily  gov- 
erning the  interpretation  of  statutes  com- 
mand us  to  favor  a  construction  which  is 
most  agreeable  to  reason  and  justice,  to 
consider  the  entire  statute,  and  to  give 
effect  to  every  clause  and  part  thereof,  thus 
securing  a  consistent  and  harmonious  whole, 
and  to  avoid  a  construction  which  would 
leave  any  provision  of  the  statute  without 
effect,  or  which  would  result  in  a  virtual 
repeal  by  implication  of  one  provision  by 
another.  It  is,  however,  urged  that  such 
familiar  rules  are  not  here  applicable;  that, 
if  the  statute  is  so  construed  as  to  prohibit 
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the  appointment  of  appellant,  it  must  be 
because  there  is  read  into  it  by  implication 
a  disqualification  after  removal  to  hold 
office;  and  that  such  disqualification  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  fine,  forfeiture,  or  penalty, 
and  not  to  be  readily  implied.  This  con- 
sideration does  not  appear  to  be  necessarily 
involved. 

The  decision  of  this  case,  it  would  seem, 
may  be  rested  on  the  construction  of  the 
clause  giving  power  to  the  board  of  alder- 
men to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  appel- 
lant's removal,  rather  than  on  any  implica- 
tion in  the  one  authorizing  removal,  and, 
if  this  is  so,  there  will  not  be  involved 
primarily  and  properly  any  question  of  ap- 
pellant's disqualification  for,  or  forfeiture 
of  the  right  of,  appointment  to  the  vacancy. 
The  question  will  simply  be  one  of  the  ex- 
tent of,  and  limitations  upon,  the  power  of 
appointment  which  the  legislature  intended 
to  confer,  and  will  be  subject  to  the  ordi- 
nary rules  of  statutory  construction.  Those 
rules,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  require  us 
to  consider  the  entire  scope  and  purpose  of 
the  statute,  and  to  consider  one  provision 
in  connection  with  the  others.  When  we 
do  this,  we  are  not  justified  in  believing 
that  the  legislature,  in  providing  for  filling 
a  vacancy,  overlooked  or  disregarded  the 
proceedings  just  authorized,  which  might 
lead  to  such  vacancy,  or  that  it  intended  to 
permit  that  to  be  undone  under  one  clause 
which  had  just  been  accomplished  under  an- 
other one,  or  that  it  intended  to  clothe  an 
appointing  board  with  the  power  to  fill  an 
office  with  an  appointee  who  had  just  been 
ousted  therefrom  because  adjudged  to  be  an 
improper  person  to  hold  it.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  not  only  reasonable,  but  legally 
justifiable,  to  believe  that,  in  enacting  the 
later  provision,  the  legislature  had  clearly 
in  mind  the  earlier  one,  and  that,  in  giving 
the  power  of  appointment,  it  intended  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  proper  per- 
sons, and  did  not  intend  to  include  the 
power  to  select  a  person  just  found  to  be 
otherwise.  This  exception  or  limitation  is 
to  be  understood.  If  the  proprietor  of  a 
business  organization  should  direct  one  fore- 
man to  investigate  the  conduct  of  a  work- 
man, and  discharge  him  if  found  dishonest 
or  incompetent,  and  should  at  the  same 
time  authorize  another  foreman  to  hire 
someone  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  arising,  I 
suppose  this  latter  authority  would  always 
and  reasonably  be  construed  as  permitting 
the  employment  of  some  new  competent 
man,  and  never  as  meaning  the  immediate 
reinstatement  of  one  just  dismissed  for 
cause;  but  if  we  consider  this  case  from  the 
standpoint  chosen  by  appellant,  and  assume 
that  its  decision  is  dependent  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  removal  clause,  and  that 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


in  order  to  succeed  the  people  must  nain- 
tain  the  proposition  that  appellant's  re- 
moval deprived  him  of  bis  office  for  its 
entire  term,  and  therefore  of  the  right  to 
be  appointed  to  the  vacancy,  although  sucti 
lesult  was  not  specifically  expressed,  I  see 
no  reason  to  shrink  from  this  test,  or  to 
be  doubtful  of  the  end  to  which  it  will  lead. 

Doubtless  we  might  say,  as  is  so  eamestlr 
urged  by  counsel,  that  the  strict  letter  of 
the  statute  would  be  satisfied  by  a  remov.il 
which  ousted  appellant  from  his  office  for 
a  day  or  an  hour,  until  some  appointing 
power  could  reinstate  him;  but,  if  we  con- 
sider the  general  scope  and  purpose  of  this 
statute,  we  shall  be  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  legislature  must  have  contemplated 
and  intended  more  than  this,  and  that  the 
language  which  it  employed  is  susceptible 
of  a  construction  which  will  carry  out  its 
purpose.  The  removal  which  is  authorize! 
in  such  a  case  as  this  ean  only  be  mai? 
after  the  incumbent  has  been  lieard  in  hii 
own  defense  upon  charges  which  challenge 
his  official  conduct  and  qualifications  for 
office,  and  has  been  found  guilty.  The  pun- 
ishment of  removal  from  office  is  inllictei 
because  he  has  been  found  to  have  commit- 
ted acts  indicating  an  unfitness  to  hold  it. 
We  have  what  is  equivalent  to  a  finding 
that  sufficient  cause  exists  why  the  incum- 
bent should  not  be  allowed  to  continue  ic 
his  office,  and  a  judgment  that  therefore  be 
be  deprived  of  it.  It  is  true  that  the  pro- 
ceeding in  which  this. occurs  is  an  executive. 
rather  than  a  judicial,  one.  Still  it  is  sub- 
ject to  certain  fundamental  rules  of  lav, 
and  the  conceded  facts  in  this  case  illus- 
trate how  analogous  it  may  be  in  its  essen- 
tial features  to  a  trial  before  a  judicial 
tribunal. 

It  is,  of  course,  plain  that  the  legislature 
intended  that  the  proceeding  should  be  a 
serious  one,  and  an  effective  method  of  get- 
ting rid  of  unfit  public  officials.  It  is  equal- 
ly clear,  and  will  doubtless  be  so  concedeJ 
in  anything  which  may  be  said  or  writtea 
on  the  other  side  of  this  question,  that  thU 
purpose  will  be  frustrated,  and  the  admin- 
istration of  the  law  turned  into  a  farce,  it, 
under  it,  an  official  may  be  immediately 
reappointed,  and  a  removal  turned  into  a 
mere  temporary  suspension.  In  order  to 
avoid  such  a  result,  and  keeping  in  mini 
the  purpose  of  the  statute,  we  are  justifierl. 
in  my  judgment,  in  construing  the  removal 
for  which  it  provides  as  meaning  a  perma- 
nent and  lasting  ouster  for  the  entire  re- 
maining term  of  the  incumbent,  from  the 
office  which  he  has  been  filling  and  whose 
obligations  he  has  been  found  unable  or  un- 
willing to  discharge.  As  was  well  said  by 
Mr.  Justice  Scott  at  the  appellate  division, 
an  office  implies  "much  more  than  the  right 
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to  physically  occupy  a  specified  room,  to  ex- 
ercise certain  powers  and  to  receive  a  pre- 
scribed emolument."  80  far  as  its  beneficial 
aspect  was  concerned,  appellant's  o£Bce  con- 
sisted of  the  right  to  enjoy  certain  powers, 
privileges,  honors,  and  emoluments  for  a 
given  term,  and,  when  the  statute  prescribed 
that  he  should  be  removed,  it  may  be  con- 
strued to  mean  that  he  should  be  removed 
from,  and  deprived  of  all  that  which  thus 
made  up,  his  ofHce,  namely,  the  right  to 
enjoy  these  things  for  and  during  the  entire 
term  for  which  he  had  originally  been  se- 
lected. It  is,  of  course,  true,  as  is  argiied 
by  counsel,  that  we  do  not  speak  of  re- 
moving an  official  from  his  "term"  of  ofTice; 
but  the  right  to  enjoy  for  a  certain  period 
tlie  privileges  and  profits  of  a  given  posi- 
tion is  an  important  element  of  an  ofiSce 
in  its  complete  conception,  and  a  removal 
from  the  ofBce  under  the  conditions  here 
present  may  fairly  mean  a.  dismissal  for 
that  period  from  those  rights  and  privileges. 

If  it  should  be  assumed,  as  argued  by  ap- 
pellant, that  this  construction,  because  it 
will  debar  him  from  appointment  to  the 
vacancy  for  the  unexpired  balance  of  his 
term,  amounts  to  reading  into  the  statute 
»  disqualification  for  appointment  which  is 
not  expressly  written  there,  and  therefore 
must  be  subjected  to  the  rules  of  construc- 
tion applicable  to  quasi  penal  statutes,  this 
test  will  be  survived.  While  statutes  of  the 
character  designated  are  to  be  construed 
with  strictness  in  favor  of  a  defendant,  still 
they  are  subject  to  rules  of  construction 
which  are  reasonable  under  the  surrounding 
circumstances,  and  they  are  not  wholly  ex- 
empt from  the  application  of  the  principle 
that  the  means  may  be  fashioned  somewhat 
to  the  end,  and  that  the  letter  is  to  be 
read  somewhat  in  the  light  of  the  purpose 
to  be  accomplished. 

In  Bolles  v.  Outing  Co.  176  U.  S.  265,  44 
L.  ed.  157,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  95,  it  was  said: 
"The  statute,  then,  being  penal,  must  be 
construed  with  such  strictness  as  to  care- 
fully safeguard  the  rights  of  the  defendant, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  preserve  the  obvious 
intention  of  the  legislature.  If  the  language 
be  plain,  it  will  be  construed  as  it  reads, 
and  the  words  of  the  statute  given  their 
full  meaning;  if  ambiguous,  the  court  will 
lean  more  strongly  in  favor  of  the  defend- 
ant than  it  would  if  the  statute  were  re- 
medial. In  both  cases  it  will  endeavor  to 
effect  substantial  justice." 

In  United  States  v.  Lacher,  134  U.  S.  624, 
33  I«.  ed.  1080,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  625,  in  con- 
struing a  criminal  statute,  the  court  said: 
"But  though  penal  laws  are  to  be  construed 
strictly,  yet  the  intention  of  the  legislature 
must  govern  in  the  construction  of  penal 
ns  well  as  other  statutes,  and  they  are  not 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


to  be  construed  so  strictly  as  to  defeat  the 
obvious  intention  of  the  legislature.  .  .  . 
'It  appears  to  me,'  said  Mr.  Justice  Story 
in  United  States  v.  Winn,  3  Sumn.  209,  211, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  16,740,  'that  the  proper  course, 
in  all  these  cases,  is  to  search  out  and  fol- 
low the  true  intent  of  the  legislature,  and 
to  adopt  that  sense  of  the  words  which 
harmonizes  best  with  the  context,  and  pro- 
motes in  the  fullest  manner  the  apparent 
policy  and  objects  of  the  legislature.'" 

It  is  said  by  Mr.  Sedgwick,  in  his  work 
on  Statutory  &  Constitutional  Law,  2d  ed. 
282:  "The  rule  that  statutes  of  this  class 
are  to  be  construed  strictly  is  far  from  be- 
ing a  rigid  or  unbending  one;  or  rather,  it 
has  in  modern  times  been  so  modified  and 
explained  away  as  to  mean  little  more  than 
that  penal  provisions,  like  all  others,  are  to 
be  fairly  construed  according  to  the  legis- 
lative intent  as  expressed  in  the  enactment, 
the  courts  refusing,  on  the  one  hand,  to 
extend  the  punishment  to  cases  which  are 
not  clearly  embraced  in  them,  and,  on  the 
other,  equally  refusing  by  any  mere  verbal 
nicety,  forced  construction,  or  equitable  in- 
terpretation, to  exonerate  parties  plainly 
within  their  scope." 

The  forfeiture  of  rights  otherwise  exist- 
ing will  sometimes  be  inferred  from  penal 
statutes  which  do  not  expressly  prescribe 
such  results.  Thus,  in  Griffith  v.  Wells,  3 
Denio,  226,  it  was  held  that,  where  a  statute 
imposes  a  penalty  for  doing  an  act,  such 
act  is -unlawful,  although  not  in  terms  pro- 
hibited or  declared  to  be  illegal,  and  a  right 
of  action  to  recover  for  liquors  was  denied 
because  the  plaintiff  had  sold  them  in  vio- 
lation of  a  statute  which  only  inflicted  a 
penalty  upon  one  selling  liquors  without  a 
license,  and  did  not  in  terms  prohibit  said 
sale.  It  was  held  to  be  a  fair  inference 
that,  when  a  statute  imposed  a  penalty  for 
the  performance  of  a  certain  act,  it  intended 
to  make  such  act  illegal. 

Some  aid  in  the  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject may  be  derived  from  an  examination 
of  the  general  statute  relating  to  vacancies 
in  public  offices.  Section  20  of  the  public 
oflScers  law  (Laws  1892,  chap.  681,  p.  1662, 
as  amended),  in  force  when  appellant  was 
removed,  provides:  "Every  office  shall  be 
vacant  upon  the  happening  of  either  of  the 
following  events  before  the  expiration  of 
the  term  thereof:  ...  (3)  His  [the  in- 
cumbent's] removal  from  office.  ...  (6) 
His  conviction  of  a  felony  or  a  crime  in- 
volving a  violation  of  his  oath  of  office." 
Thus,  the  conviction  of  certain  crimes  and 
a  removal  from  office  have  precisely  the 
same  effect  on  an  official's  incumbency  of 
office.  Either  event  ousts  him  and  makes 
the  office  vacant.  There  is  no  express  pro- 
vision id  either  case  that  his  ouster  shall 
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be  for  the  entire  term,  and  that  he  may 
not  be  immediately  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  thereby.  If  he  can  be  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  vacancy  in  one  case,  he 
may  be  in  the  other. 

Section  117  of  the  Penal  Code  provides 
that  the  wilful  omission  by  a  public  officer 
to  perform  any  duty  of  his  office  shall  be  a 
misdemeanor,  and  therefore  a  conviction  of 
such  an  offense  would  be  a  "conviction  of 
.  .  .  a  crime  involving  a  violation  of  his 
oath  of  office,"  and  cause  a  vacancy.  A 
misdemeanor  is  not  punishabie  by  imprison- 
ment in  state's  prison,  and  therefore,  within 
§  707  of  the  Penal  Code,  such  conviction 
would  not  forfeit  "all  public  offices,  and 
suspends,  during  the  term  of  the  sentence, 
all  the  civil  rights  and  all  private  trusts" 
of  the  person  sentenced.  In  other  words,  so 
far  as  these  provisions  are  concerned,  a 
person  convicted  of  a  misdemeanor  would 
not  suffer  a  general  disqualification  to  hold 
public  office,  and  his  right  to  be  appointed 
to  the  vacancy  caused  by  his  conviction 
would  depend  upon  the  construction  of  the 
statute  declaring  the  vacancy.  Is  it  possible 
that,  when  the  statute  provides  that  convic- 
tion of  a  crime  involving  violation  of  oath 
of  office  shall  be  regarded  as  so  seriously 
impairing  an  incumbent's  competency  and 
usefulness  that  ipso  facto  it  shall  oust  him 
form  office,  it  still  intends  that  this  effect 
and  ouster  may  be  temporary,  and  that  the 
individual  may  immediately  be  appointed 
and  restored  to  the  very  vacancy  which  has 
been  so  promptly  and  imperatively  created, 
even  though  he  may  still  be  subject  to  im- 
prisonment on  the  conviction  which  has  op- 
erated to  disqualify  and  oust  himt  It  is 
not  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  possibility  to 
say  that  it  would  never  occur,  and  that  no 
appointing  power  would  ever  have  the  te- 
merity to  make  such  an  appointment.  The 
test  of  the  meaning  and  purpose  of  a  stat- 
ute is  what  may  be,  rather  than  what  prob- 
ably will  be,  done  under  it;  and,  as  has 
been  suggested  under  the  statute,  there  is 
and  ought  to  be  no  distinction  between  such 
a  criminal  conviction  and  a  removal  for 
cause  by  the  governor,  in  depriving  an  in- 
cumbent of  his  office  and  creating  a  vacancy. 
If  one  may  be  turned  into  a  mere  tempo- 
rary suspension,  the  other  may. 

Brief  attention  next  must  be  given  to 
some  arguments  in  behalf  of  appellant  based 
on  facts  and  reasons  which  are  believed  to 
be  at  least  indirectly  opposed  to  the  fore- 
going views.  Our  attention  is  called  to 
various  cases  in  which  the  legislature  has 
affixed,  as  a  consequence  to  conviction  for 
certain  crimes,  a  disqualification  to  hold 
office,  and  to  the  provisions  regulating  the 
nature  of  the  judgment  on  impeachment  of 
a  public  officer,  and  which  provide  that  the 
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defendant  either  may  be  simply  removed 
from  office,  or  may  be  removed  from  oSee 
and  disqualified  to  hold  and  enjoy  a  par- 
ticular office,  or  class  of  offices,  or  any  ofticc 
of  profit,  trust,  or  honor,  and,  because  o( 
these  provisions  of  or  for  express  disquali- 
fication, it  is  argued  that  no  disqualification 
can  have  been  intended  in  the  absence  of 
express  provision,  and  that  certainly  a  m<ir* 
serious  consequence  should  not  be  attarhtfl 
to  the  proceedings  under  review  than  tn 
those  of  impeachment,  where  disqualitii'a- 
tion  must  be  expressly  provided  for.  Inde- 
pendent of  any  other  reply  to  this  argu- 
ment, the  complete  answer  is  that  the  dis- 
qualification provided  for  in  the  instanws 
cited  is  a  general  disqualification  either  tii 
hold  any  office  or  some  particular  office,  anJ 
nobody  argues  that  such  general  disiiuali- 
fication  would  flow  from  the  removal  of  th' 
defendant  in  this  case.  The  proposition 
here  is  that  the  defendant  by  his  removal 
has  been  deprived  of  a  particular  oflSce  fnr 
the  particular  term  for  which  he  had  been 
selected  and  within  which  he  was  remoMil. 
If,  after  an  impeachment  proceeding,  where 
the  judgment  was  simply  of  removal  with- 
out general  disqualification,  the  question 
should  arise  whether  the  official  might  l<e 
immediately  appointed  to  fill  the  vacanrj 
caused  by  his  impeachment,  a  question 
somewhat  analogous  to  the  present  oi.e 
would  be  presented.  It  is  not  overlook*-: 
that,  in  the  impeachment  trial  of  Judt.'v 
Barnard,  Judge  Allen  of  the  court  of  .ap- 
peals, sitting  as  a  member  of  the  impcaoii' 
ment  court,  In  urging  that  a  judgment  of 
mere  removal  would  be  entirely  inadequate. 
did  seek  to  enforce  the  argument  of  in- 
adequacy by  saying  that  under  such  judg- 
ment alone  the  defendant  might  be  api>oint- 
ed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  That  statement, 
however,  made  as  a  matter  of  argument 
against  a  certain  form  of  procedure,  is  not 
to  be  regarded  as  a  controlling  autlioriry 
upon  the  question  now  before  us. 

It  is  true  that  it  is  urged  that,  if  de- 
fendant's removal  is  to  be  construed  u 
having  the  effect  of  barring  him  from  ap- 
pointment to  the  vacancy,  it  must  be  re- 
garded as  having  effected  a  general  dis- 
qualification to  hold  any  office.  That  argu- 
ment does  not  require  serious  attention. 
The  defendant  was  tried  on  charges  affecting 
his  administration  of  a  certain  office  durin<: 
a  certain  term,  and  as  a  punishment  he  was 
removed  from  that  office.  Because  suoh 
removal  barred  him  from  immediate  ap- 
pointment to  fill  the  vacancy  for  the  unex- 
pired term,  it  ought  not  to  be  seriously 
claimed  that  it  disqualified  him  to  take 
some  other  office,  or  to  be  elected  to  a  new 
term  of  the  same  office,  neither  of  which 
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were  in  any  way  involved  in  his  trial,  and 
from  neitlier  of  which  he  was  removed. 

nut,  lastly,  it  is  said  that,  if  the  vacancy 
caused  by  defendant's  removal  were  to  be 
filled  by  an  election  by  the  people,  the  lat- 
ter would  have  the  right  to  elect  defendant 
notwitlistanding  his  removal,  and  that  no 
distinction  can  be  drawn  between  the  power 
of  the  people  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  election 
and  that  of  the  board  of  aldermen  to  fill  it 
by  appointment.  While  personally  I  am  not 
prepared  to  assent  to  the  proposition  that, 
if  the  power  of  filling  the  vacancy  caused  by 
appellant's  removal  had  been  conferred  upon 
the  voters  of  a  limited  district  to  be  exer- 
cised by  election,  they  would  have  had  any 
greater  power  or  discretion  than  the  board 
of  aldermen,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  for  the 
present  that  that  question  is  not  here,  and 
it  is  not  necessary  to  pass  on  it. 

There  is  little  chance  that  the  principles 
actually  involved  in  our  decision  will  ever 
practically  embarrass  the  right  of  selection 
by  the  people  of  whomsoever  they  desire, 
including  the  removed  official.  In  practical- 
ly all  of  the  cases  which  might  arise,  the 
power  of  temporarily  filling  tlie  vacancy  is 
conferred  upon  some  appointing  power,  and 
then  the  people  elect  for  a  full  complete 
term,  which  could  not  be  regarded  as  part 
of  the  unexpired  term  of  office  from  which 
the  official  had  been  removed,  but  rather  as 
a  new  term,  and,  for  the  election  to  which 
full  term,  he  would  not  be  ineligible  be- 
cause of  anything  said  here.  Thus,  in  the 
case  of  a  removal  of  a  sherilT,  as  of  other 
county  officials,  the  vacancy  would  be  filled 
by  temporary  appointment,  and  then  an 
election  would  be  held  for  a  full  entire  term. 
While  tlie  election  would  be  primarily  oc- 
casioned by  a  vacancy  arising  from  removal, 
the  election  could  not  be  regarded  as  held 
for  the  purpose  of  filling  a  vacancy,  but 
rather  as  held  for  the  purpose  of  filling  an 
other  term,  and  therefore,  under  the  views 
hereinbefore  set  forth,  while  the  official  who 
had  been  removed  would  be  prevented  from 
taking  the  appointment  to  fill  the  vacancy 
in  part  of  his  original  term,  he  would  not 
be  disqualified  from  accepting  an  election 
for  what  was  treated  as  a  new  term.  I  fail 
to  see  any  argument  against  this  principle 
in  the  fact  that  the  new  term  created  by 
the  Constitution  might  commence  within 
the  period  covered  by  the  original  term 
from  which  an  incumbent  has  been  removed. 
That  is  a  mere  matter  of  constitutional  or 
statutory  provision. 

The  authorities  upon  this  subject  are  not 
numerous.  It  is  natural  that  they  should 
not  be.  It  would  seldom  happen  that  a 
person  duly  removed  from  office  for  cause 
after  a  hearing  would  attempt  to  intrude 
himself  into  the  vacancy  caused  by  his  own 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


conviction  of  wrongdoing  in  that  office,  or 
that  an  appointing  power  would  permit  oc- 
casion for  legal  controversy  by  appointing 
such  person.  The  preponderance  of  what- 
ever authority  there  is,  is  decidedly  in  favor 
of  the  conclusions  which  thus  far  have  pre- 
vailed in  this  case. 

The  action  of  State  ex  rel.  Childs  v.  Dart, 
57  Minn.  261,  69  N.  W.  190,  dealt  with  a 
case  where  a  county  treasurer  had  been  re- 
moved from  office  for  malfeasance.  Pending 
his  suspension  under  charges  and  his  final 
removal,  he  resigned,  and  thereafter,  and 
before  his  removal,  he  had  been  appointed 
by  the  board  of  county  commissioners  to 
the  vacancy  caused  by  his  resignation.  The 
court  held  that  his  eligibility  for  the  office 
during  the  remainder  of  the  term  for  which 
he  had  originally  been  elected  was  involved 
in  the  removal  proceedings,  and  that,  hav- 
ing been  removed  on  charges,  he  was  ren- 
dered ineligible  for  appointment  to  the 
vacancy,  and  that  he  could  not  avoid  this 
result  by  a  voluntary  resignation  pending 
his  trial. 

In  State  ex  rel.  Colemau  v.  Rose,  74  Kan. 
262,  6  L.R.A.(N.8.)  843,  86  Pac.  296,  10  A. 
ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  927,  it  was  held  that,  where 
a  mayor  had  been  removed  from  his  office 
on  conviction  of  official  misconduct,  he 
could  not  be  re-elected  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  such  removal.  It  is  true  that  in 
this  case  the  judgment  removing  him  ex- 
pressly ousted  him  for  the  entire  original 
term;  but  the  court  in  making  its  decision 
affirmed  the  proposition  that  this  provision 
for  removal  for  the  entire  term  was  not  es- 
sential to  its  decision ;  that  the  removal  un- 
der the  circumstances,  without  such  special 
provision,  operated  to  deprive  him  of  his 
office  for  the  entire  term  during  which  he 
was  removed. 

The  cases  of  State  v.  Welsh,  109  Iowa, 
19,  79  N.  W.  369,  and  Re  Advisory  Opinion, 
31  Fla.  1,  18  L.R.A.  594,  12  So.  114,  are 
also  cited  as  sustaining  the  people's  posi- 
tion, and  it  is  true  that  the  opinion,  at 
least  in  the  latter  case,  does  have  that 
effect. 

In  the  case  of  State  ex  rel.  Tyrrell  v. 
Jersey  City,  25  N.  J.  L.  536,  the  court  had 
before  it  the  consideration  of  a  motion  for 
a  writ  of  peremptory  mandamus  directed  to 
the  common  council  of  Jersey  City  com- 
manding it  to  admit  one  Tyrrell  as  a  mem- 
ber of  said  council.  He  had  formerly  been 
a  member,  had  been  expelled  on  charges  of 
bribery,  and  then  had  been  re-elected.  The 
court  wrote  to  the  effect  that  the  sentence 
of  expulsion  did  not  disqualify  him  from 
being  re-elected  to  the  same  office,  and  also 
that,  having  been  re-elected,  he  could  not 
be  expelled  for  the  same  offense. 

In  Re  Guden,  71  App.-  Div.  423,  75  N.  Y. 
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Supp.  794,  it  waa  said  of  this  decision  that 
it  "ia  merely  an  autliority  to  the  effect  that 
the  common  council  of  Jersey  City  had  no 
power  to  expel  a  member  for  acts  commit- 
ted previous  to  his  election;  the  question 
heing  whether  such  ofBcer,  having  been  ex- 
pelled from  the  council  once,  upon  convic- 
tion of  official  corruption,  and  having  been 
re-elected,  could  again  be  expelled  for  the 
same  identical  offense."  Aside  from  this 
summary  of  what  this  case  might  be  re- 
garded as  holding,  it  is  subject  to  such  con- 
siderations as  may  be  applicable  to  an  elec- 
tion by  the  people  of  an  official  who  had 
been  expelled  from  a  legislative  body,  as 
distinguished  from  an  appointment. 

I  find  nothing  decided  by  the  court,  and 
nothing  written  by  Judge  CuUen,  in  People 
ex  rel.  Devery  v.  Coler,  173  N.  Y.  103,  112, 
66  N.  E.  956,  urged  upon  our  attention, 
which  conflicts  with  the  conclusions  which 
have  been  reached.  That  case  considered  a 
statutory  provision  that  the  police  commis- 
sioner of  the  city  of  New  York  "may,  when- 
ever, in  the  judgment  of  the  mayor  of  said 
city  or  the  governor,  the  public  interests 
shall  so  require,  be  removed  from  office  by 
either,  and  shall  be  ineligible  for  reappoint- 
ment thereto."  Judge  CuUen  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  provision  rendering  any 
incumbent  who  might  be  i'emoved  from  the 
office  of  police  commhsioner  ineligible  for 
reappointment  was'  unconstitutional,  and 
this  view  was  entertained  because  such  dis- 
qualification was  "of  the  most  arbitrary 
character,"  since  the  incumbent  might  be 
removed  without  those  charges  or  that  bear- 
ing which  tire  required  in  the  present  case, 
and  for  that  reason  a  removal  did  not  in 
Tolve  any  reflection  on  the  official  or  per- 
sonal character  of  the  officer  removed. 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  seeing  the  substan- 
tial distinction  between  that  case  and  this. 

Passing  beyond  the  decisions  of  courts, 
the  attempt  has  been  made  to  sustain  the 
views  urg^  in  behalf  of  appellant  by  refer- 
ence to  the  action  of  legislative  bodies  in 
passing  on  the  cases  of  those  who  had  been 
re-elected  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  their 
expulsion,  and  much  importance  has  been 
given  to  the  action  of  the  English  House 
of  Commons  in  the  Wilkes  Case.  Wilkes 
was  expelled  for  an  offense  of  a  political 
nature — a  seditious  libel — ^which  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  committed  in  any  offi- 
cial capacity  or  to  have  involved  personal 
ttirpitude  or  misfeasance  in  office;  the 
House  of  Commons  exercising  a  very  broad 
power  to  expel  for  any  cause  which  in  its 
judgment  unfits  a  member  for  parliamen- 
tary duties.  Story,  Const.  §  838.  it  waa 
at  first  determined  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  this  expulsion  rendered  Wilkes 
ii>eligible  for  election  to  fill  the  vacancy 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


caused  by  his  expulsion ;  but  this  action  va* 
subsequently  rescinded.  If  necessary  it 
would  seem  that  a  substantial  distinction 
might  be  drawn  in  resulting  effects  between 
a  case  of  expulsion  by  a  leigislative  body 
exercising  very  comprehensive  jurisdiction 
over  its  own  membership,  for  political  or 
other  >°easons  not  amounting  to  betrayal  of 
official  duties,  and  where  there  may  be  no 
hearing,  and  a  case  where  the  removal  is 
based  solely  on  official  misfeasance,  and 
only  occurs  after  a  hearing;  but  it  is  un- 
necessary to  consider  this  here,  for  the  leg- 
islative doctrine  and  practice  adopted  by 
the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Wilkes  Case, 
if  considered  applicable  to  a  case  of  expul- 
sion for  official  misfeasance,  has  been  fairly 
rejected  by  our  national  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives upon  facts  which  make  the  lat- 
ter's  action  a  basis  of  very  pertinent  argu- 
ment here. 

In  1870  expulsion  proceedings  were  insti- 
tuted against  one  Whittemore  for  allegml 
sale  of  appointments  to  the  naval  and  mili- 
tary academies.  Pending  such  proceedings, 
the  accused  resigned  from  his  office,  and  he 
was  then,  at  a  special  election,  chosen  to  fill 
the  vacancy  caused  by  such  resignation. 
When  the  credentials  of  such  election  were 
laid  before  the  House,  a  resolution  was  duly 
adopted  "that  the  House  of  Representatives 
decline  to  allow  said  Whittemore  to  be 
sworn  as  a  representative,  .  .  .  and  di- 
rect that  his  credentials  be  returned  to 
him."  Accompanying  this  resolution  was  a 
preamble  reciting  the  facts  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  expulsion  against  Whittemore  and 
the  fact  that  he  had  escaped  expulsion  by 
resigning.  It  was  thus  determined:  First, 
that  a  member  might  not  escape  the  effect 
of  expulsion  proceedings  by  resigning;  and, 
second,  that  a  member  thus  proceeded 
against  for  official  misfeasance  was  not  eli- 
gible for  election  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  his  resignation  to  escape  expulsion.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  case,  attention  will 
be  called  to  the  remarks  of  General  Logan 
in  supporting  this  action  and  resolution,  as 
breaking  its  force  in  this  connection.  He 
said  that  "he  did  not  presume  that  the 
Constitution  contemplated  expulsion  for  any 
mere  political  reason,  or  for  anything  ex- 
cept a  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House, 
or  an  infraction  of  some  existing  law.  He 
assumed  that,  where  the  House  had  the 
right  to  expel  for  violation  of  its  rules  or 
of  some  existing  law,  it  had  the  same  power 
to  exclude  a  person  from  its  body.  .  .  . 
It  was  right  to  exclude  a  man  from,  the 
House  for  crime.  It  was  this  feature  of 
crime  which  distinguished  this  case  from 
those  of  Messrs.  Giddings,  of  Ohio,  and 
Brooks  and  Keitt,  of  South  Carolina,  who, 
after  receiving  the  censure  of  the  House, 
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had  resigned  their  seats,  and  after  re-elec- 
tion had  been  admitted  to  the  House.  The 
case  of  Mr.  Matteson,  of  New  York,  who 
liad  been  censured,  was  also  different,  be- 
cause he  had  returned  to  a  Congress  suc- 
ceeding that  in  which  he  had  been  censured, 
and  which  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  offense 
committed  against  his  predecessor."  There 
is  nothing  in  these  remarks  which  does  or 
can  alter  the  fundamental  facts  directly  in- 
volved in  the  action  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. These  were  that  Whittemore 
had  been  guilty  of  official  misconduct;  that 
proceedings  were  instituted  for  his  expul- 
sion, and  which  he  escaped  only  by  resign- 
ing; that  it  was  held  that  he  could  not 
escape  the  consequences  of  his  misconduct 
by  so  doing;  and  that  his  misconduct  ren- 
dered him  ineligible  for  election  to  the 
vacancy  for  the  balance  of  the  term  causcil 
by  his  resignation  to  escape  such  expulsion. 
Certainly  it  must  follow  that,  if  the  expul- 
sion proceedings  had  proceeded  to  their  ter- 
mination, and  the  member  had  been  re- 
moved from  office  for  his  misconduct,  he 
would  have  been  held  to  be  ineligible  to  fill 
the  vacancy.  It  is  especially  significant, 
as  destroying  the  authority  of  the  Wilkes 
Case  as  an  authority  in  legislative  practice 
in  this  country,  that,  it  was  cited  in  debate 
.  as  an  authority  against  the  action  then 
being  taken,  and  its  doctrine  rejected. 
Hinds'  Precedents  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, vol.  1,  p.  487;  vol.  2,  p.  830,  etc. 
And  in  the  debate  full  recognition  .was 
taken  of  the  distinction  between  the  Whitte- 
more Case  and  cases  where  members  resign- 
ing after  mere  censure  for  causes  political, 
and  not  involving  misfeasance,  had  heen  re- 
elected, and  also  cases  where  the  re-election 
had  been  to  a  Congress  succeeding  the  one 
at  which  the  member  had  been  punished. 
In  view  of  this  action  by  one  branch  of 
our  highest  legislative  body,  statements  and 
opinions  which  have  been  cited  of  various 
constitutional  and  historical  writers,  based 
on  the  doctrine  of  the  Wilkes  Case,  seem  to 
lose  their  value  as  authorities  in  this  coun- 
try. 

The  order  should  be  affirmed,  with  costs, 
and  question  certified  answered  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Werner,  J.,  concurs. 

Edward  T.  Bartlett,  J.,  concurring; 

I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  Judge  Hiscock. 
This  case  on  the  conceded  facts  presents  a 
single  question  of  law,  i:iz.:  Can  the  de- 
fendant, John  .  F.  Ahearn,  who  was  duly 
elected  borough  president  of  the  borough  of 
Manhattan,  by  the  electors  of  said  borough, 
for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  duly  re- 
moved from  that  office  by  the  governor  of 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  state,  be  reappointed  by  the  board  of 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  New  York,  repre- 
senting the  borough  of  Manhattan,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  thereby  created,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  unexpired  term  of  about 
two  years? 

The  power  of  the  governor  to  make  the 
removal,  and  the  regularity  of  the  proceed- 
ings which  resulted  in  the  same,  are  not 
challenged.  The  proposition  of  the  appel- 
lant, briefly  stated,  is,  in  substance,  that, 
as  there  is  no  affirmative  provision  in  the 
Constitution  or  statute  forbidding  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  removed  official  to  serve  for 
the  remainder  of  his  unexpired  term,  the 
defendant  is  now  in  lawful  possession  of 
the  office  from  which  the  governor  removed 
him,  by  virtue  of  the  action  of  the  board 
of  aldermen  of  the  city  of  New  York  ap- 
pointing him  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
liis  removal.  A  borough  president  is  orig- 
inally elected  by  the  electors  of  the  borough, 
while  a  vacancy  is  filled  by  a  so-called 
"election"  made  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
board  of  aldermen  representing  the  borough. 
Charter,  §  382.  The  word  "election,"  as 
used  in  this  connection,  is  the  aquivalent  of 
"appointment."  Sturgis  v.  SpofTord,  45  N. 
Y.  446.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  ques- 
tion of  election  by  the  people  is  not  involved 
in  this  litigation.  If  the  proposition  ad- 
vanced on  behalf  of  the  defendant  is  sound, 
then  the  proceedings  before  the  governor, 
and  the  removal  of  the  defendant  from 
office,  were  ill  advised  and  a  waste  of  time 
and  money.  There  is,  however,  in  my  judg- 
ment, a  complete  answer  to  the  defendant's 
position. 

The  charter  of  Greater  New  York  {§  382) 
provides  that  a  boroxigh  president  may  be 
removed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  mayor. 
By  §  122  the  mayor  may  be  removed  by 
the  governor  in  the  same  manner  as  sheriffs. 
Article  10,  §  1,  of  the  Constitution  deals 
with  sheriffs,  clerks  of  counties,  district  at- 
torneys, and  registers.  The  closing  sen- 
tence of  this  section  reads  as  follows:  "The 
governor  may  remove  any  officer  in  this 
section  mentioned,  within  the  term  for 
which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  giving  to 
such  officer  a  copy  of  the  charges  against 
him,  and  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in 
his  defense."  The  removal  of  this  defend- 
ant by  the  governor  "within  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected"  involved,  under  the 
charter,  the  exercise  of  a  power  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  Constitution.  The  extent 
of  this  power  calls  for  a  construction  of  the 
language  of  the  Constitution  already  cited, 
— a  question  of  law  with  which  the  legisla- 
ture has  no  concern.  The  governor  was 
called  upon  to  deal  with  this  defendant,  in 
the  language  of  the  Constitution,  "within 
the   term    for    which   he   shall    have   been 
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elected."  After  the  expiration  of  that  term, 
the  defendant,  notwithstanding  his  removal, 
would  have  been  free  to  go  before  the  elect- 
ors of  the  borough  asking  for  their  votes  to 
make  him  onoe  more  their  president. 

The  vital  question  is  wliether  the  distin- 
guished lawyers  who  framed  the  Constitu- 
tion were  dealing  with  substance  or  shadow; 
whether  they  intended  that  an  unworthy 
official  should  be  removed  for  the  balance 
of  the  term  "for  which  he  shall  have  been 
cipcted;"  or  did  they  contemplate  that  he 
might  be  reinstated  in  his  position,  immedi- 
ately after  tlie  governor's  adverse  decision, 
by  the  board  of  aldermen,  of  which  body  he 
was  a  member  at  the  time  of  his  removal? 
This  provision  of  the  Constitution  should 
be  reasonably  construed  in  view  of  the  ob- 
ject sought  to  be  accomplished.  The  mani- 
fest purpose  was  to  provide  a  summary  way 
for  remuviiig  from  office  for  the  remainder 
of  his  term  an  unworthy  official,  and  the 
governor  was  selected  as  the  representative 
of  the  people  to  exercise  this  important 
power  after  the  defendant  had  been  afforded 
a  reasonable  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  bis 
defense.  This  power  to  remove  was  un- 
doubtedly limited  in  its  exercise  to  the  bal- 
ance of  the  term,  to  prevent  any  interfer- 
ence with  the  right  of  the  borough  electors 
to  elect  a  successor  after  the  expiration 
thereof. 

The  question  now  presented  is  whether 
the  governor  can  duly  remove  the  defend- 
ant from  office  on  a  certain  day,  and  the 
board  of  aldermen  reinstate  him  the  follow- 
ing morning.  As  was  well  suggested  on  the 
argument,  if  the  defendant  can  be  his  own 
successor  by  appointment,  his  removal  is 
plainly  nugatory  and  meaningless.  It'needa 
no  extended  argument  to  establish  that  such 
a  construction  fails  to  give  due  force  and 
effect  not  only  to  the  deflnition  of  "public 
office,"  but  to  the  language  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  confines  the  governor,  as  already 
pointed  out,  to  the  balance  of  the  term  for 
which  the  accused  was  elected.  The  words 
last  quoted  are  words  of  limitation.  The 
framers  of  the  Constitution  were  careful 
not  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  elect  their  officers  in  certain  cases. 
The  power  of  removal  vested  in  the  gov- 
ernor is  a  meaningless  provision,  unless 
public  office  implies  more  than  mere  title, 
power,  and  compensation.  Mr.  Burrill,  in 
his  Law  Dictionary,  under  the  head  of  "of- 
fice," gives  this  definition:  "The  idea  of  an 
officer  clearly  embraces  the  idea  of  tenure, 
duration,  fees  or  emoluments,  rights  and 
powers,  as  well  as  that  of  duty;  a  public 
station  or  employment;  an  employment 
confirmed  by  appointment  of  government." 
This  statement  is  cited  with  approval  in 
People  ex  rel.  Henry  v.  Nostrand,  46  N.  Y. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


375,  381.  In  Re  Hathaway,  71  N.  Y.  238, 
244,  Judge  Allen  said:  "'Public  office,'  a« 
used  in  the  Constitution,  has  respect  to  a 
permanent  trust,  to  be  exercised  in  belialt 
of  the  government  or  of  all  citizens  who 
may  need  the  intervention  of  a  public  func- 
tionary or  officer,  and  in  all  matters  within 
the  range  of  the  duties  pertaining  to  the 
character  of  the  trust.  It  means  a  right 
to  exercise  generally,  and  in  all  proper  eases, 
the  functions  of  a  public  trust  or  employ- 
ment, and  to  receive  the  fees  and  emolu- 
ments belonging  to  it,  and  to  hold  the  ptait 
nnd  perform  the  duty  for  the  term  and  by 
the  tenure  prescribed  by  law."  ( Italics  «f>t 
in  original.)  Many  other  authorities  might 
be  cited  to  this  effect.  The  office  to  which 
the  defendant  was  elected  by  the  electors 
of  the  borough  of  Manhattan  was  the  right 
to  exercise  all  the  powers  and  receive  tho 
emoluments  of  president  of  that  borough 
for  the  term  of  four  years. 
I  vote  for  affirmance. 

Gray,  J.,  concurring: 

The  question  may  be  considered  close  and 
debatable;  but  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
statute  sliojild  receive  that  liberal  construc- 
tion which  will  effectuate  the  purpose  to  lie 
fairly  attributed  to  the  legislative  enact- 
ment. The  purpose  was  to  remove — that  is. 
to  displace — for  the  term  of  his  ollioe,  the 
official  who  has  been  found  guilty  of  act« 
which  rendered  his  continuance  in  office 
prejudicial  to  the  public  interests  and  w^el- 
fare.  When  S  382  of  the  city's  charter  pro- 
vides for  the  removal  by  the  governor  of 
the  president  of  a  borough,  upon  charges 
and  after  a  hearing,  and  then  for  filling  any 
vacancy  in  the  office  by  the  board  of  alder- 
men, a  fair  construction  of  itit  scope  and 
purpose  irresistibly  leads  the  mind  to  the  i 
conclusion  that  the  appointment  of  the  dis- 
placed official  may  not  be  the  subject  of 
consideration  by  the  body  upon  which  the 
power  is  conferred  to  appoint  to  the  vacant 
position.  Doubtless,  he  is  not  disqualified, 
nor  rendered  ineligible,  for  public  office  by 
the  action  of  the  governor;  but  the  power 
to  remove  from  the  office,  as  the  result  of 
proceedings  under  the  statute,  coupled  with 
the  power  conferred  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  removal,  negatives  the  per- 
son's right  to  be  reinstated  in  the  oflio« 
during  the  term  for  which  he  had  been 
elected.  To  assert  that  the  power  to  re- 
instate existed,  because  not  restricted  in 
words,  is  to  make  of  the  legislative  act  a 
vain  and  foolish  thing. 

That  the  people  might  thereafter  nomi- 
nate and  re-elect  him  to  a  new  and  complete 
term  of  the  same  office  docs  not  affect  the 
conclusion.  The  implied  right  to  hold  office, 
as  an  attribute  of  citizenship,  is  not  nega- 
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tiT«4  by  holding  that  the  oflicial  removed 
from  office  for  roaladminigtration,  under  au- 
thority of  a  statute,  may  not  be  reinstated 
in  his  office  by  an  exercise  of  the  power  of 
another  department  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment. The  rights  of  citizens  are  subject 
to  such  limitations  as  the  people  may  see 
iit  to  impose  in  the  interests  of  good  gov- 
ernment, and  tlierefore  of  the  public  wel- 
fare. Such  a  restriction  as  is  now  under 
consideration,  consequent  upon  removal 
from  office  for  official  misconduct,  is  not  an 
unreasonable  one,  and  I  think  it  is  fairly 
inferable  from  the  provisions  of  the  statute. 
I  therefore  think  that  Judge  Hiscock  is 
right  in  the  conclusions  that  he  has  reached, 
and  1  will  agree  with  him,  and  vote  for  the 
affirmance  of  the  judgment  appealed  from. 

Cnlleii,  Cli.  J.,  dissenting: 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  statute  under 
which  the  governor  removed  the  defendant 
from  office  is  valid  and  constitutional.  By 
the  Greater  New  York  charter  ($  382)  it  is 
enacted  that  the  president  of  a  borough 
may  be  removed  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
mayor,  as  provided  in  other  sections  of  the 
act.  By  §  122  it  is  provided  that  the  mayor 
may  be  removed  from  his  office  by  the  gov- 
ernor in  the  same  manner  as  shcrilTs,  and, 
by  §  1  of  article  10  of  the  Constitution,  a 
sheriff  may  be  removed  by  the  governor 
jfiving  to  such  officer  a  copy  of  the  charges 
against  him,  and  an  opportunity  to  be  heard 
in  his  defense.  A  provision  authorizing 
the  removal  of  the  mayor  by  the  governor 
will  be  found  in  the  charters  of  the  city  of 
Xew  York  ever  since  the  office  was  made 
elective,  with  the  exception  of  a  brief  period. 
It  is  not  like  the  power  of  removal  of  the 
police  commissioner,  the  validity  of  which 
was  before  the  court  in  People  ex  rel.  Devery 
v.  Color,  173  N.  Y.  103,  65  N.  E.  956.  In 
the  statute  there  under  consideration,  the 
power  conferred  upon  the  governor  was  ab- 
solute and  unqualiflcd.  The  defendant  here 
was  subject  to  removal  only  upon  charges 
which  necessarily  imply  misconduct,  .and 
after  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  his 
defense.  Kor  can  it  be  well  contended  that 
conferring  this  power  upon  the  governor  is 
a  violation  of  the  home  nile  provision  of  the 
Constitution.  The  sheriff  is  not  only  a  local 
officer,  but  must,  by  the  Constitution,  be 
chosen  by  the  electors.  If  the  Constitution 
makers  did  not  deem  it  inconsistent  with 
the  spirit  of  home  rule  to  vest  in  the  gov- 
ernor the  power  of  removing  the  sheriff,  an 
elective  ofHcer,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  the 
bestowal  upon  the  governor  of  the  same 
power  over  an  officer  who,  though  local,  is 
not  necessarily  elective,  should  be  dcemcl  a 
violation  of  that  spirit.  Local  officers  i!nt 
s|><>ciany  mentioned  in  the  article  of  the 
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Constitution  referred  to,  such  as  county 
treasurers  and  superintendents  of  the  poor, 
have  long  been  subject  to  removal  in  the 
same  manner.  Such  a  provision  is  now 
found  in  public  officers  law  (§  23),  and 
the  authority  of  the  governor  to  act  under 
these  statutes  has  never  been  challenged. 
Nor  do  I  deny  that  the  legislature  might 
enact  that,  where  an  officer  had  been  re- 
moved by  the  governor  for  official  miscon- 
duct under  these  statutes,  he  should  not  be 
eligible  for  reappointment  or  re-election  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  his  removal.  The 
legislature  may  provide  qualifications  for 
office  when  not  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, where  the  qualifications  or  disqualifica- 
tions prescribed  are  not  arbitrary.  People 
▼.  Piatt,  117  N.  Y.  159,  22  N.  E.'937;  Peo- 
ple v.  Purdy,  154  N.  Y.  439,  61  Am.  St.  Rep. 
C24,  48  N.  E.  821;  Barker  v.  People,  3  Cow. 
686,  15  Am.  Dec.  322. 

But  the  difficulty  in  this  ease  with  the 
judgment  below  is  that  the  legislature  has 
enacted  no  provision  of  that  character,  and 
that  judgment  cannot  be  sustained  unless 
this  court  holds  as  a  matter  of  law  that 
removal  from  office  disqualifies  from  re-elec- 
tion or  reappointment  to  the  vacancy,  al- 
though there  is  no  statutory  enactment  to 
that  effect.  I  had  supposed  that  the  law 
was  too  firmly  established  to  the  contrary 
to  be  open  to  question.  It  is  true  that  the 
judicial  decisions  to  be  found  on  the  point 
are  few ;  but  the  correctness  of  a  legal  prin- 
ciple, like  the  excellence  of  the  character  of 
an  individual,  may  be  as  firmly  established 
by  its  universal  acceptance  and  the  failure 
to  question  it,  as  by  favorable  decisions 
when  the  subject  is  mooted.  I  think  that 
this  is  true  of  the  proposition  that  removal 
from  office  does  not  disqualify.  On  the  3d 
of  February,  1769,  John  Wilkes  was  ex- 
pelled from  the  House  of  Commons  for  hav- 
ing published  "a  scandalous  and  seditious 
libel,"  which  undoubtedly  was  its  preroga- 
tive. On  the  16th  of  the  same  month  he 
was  re-elected  to  the  Commons  without  op- 
position. Thereupon  the  House  of  Commons 
resolved  that  "John  Wilkes,  having  been  in 
this  session  of  Parliament  expelled  this 
House,  was  and  is  incapable  of  being  elected 
a  member  to  serve  in  this  Parliament,"  and 
his  election  was  declared  void.  This  last 
action  of  the  House  of  Commons  set  the 
kingdom  in  a  ferment.  Though  not  want- 
ing some  defenders,  it  was  the  subject  of 
vehement  denunciation.  Lord  Chatham,  in 
one  of  his  most  famous  orations,  charged 
that  the  Commons,  under  the  pretense  of 
declaring  a  law,  had  made  the  law  and  en- 
acted a  disqualification  unknown  to  the  law. 
The  controversy  was  long  continued.  A  new 
Parliament  having  Dcen  convoked,  Wilkes 
was  tlrctcd  thereto,  and  in  Muy,  1782,  the 
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House  of  Commons  directed  that  the  reso- 
lution that  he  was  disqualified  should  be 
expunged  from  the  journals  of  the  House, 
as  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  electors 
and  of  the  whole  people.  From  that  time 
it  has  been  the  accepted  law  of  England 
that  expulsion  from  the  House  of  Commons 
does  not  prevent  re-election  thereto.  2 
May,  Const.  Hist.  p.  27.  In  1882  Bradlaugh 
was  expelled  from  the  House  of  Commons, 
and,  having  been  returned  by  the  electors 
of  Northampton,  took  his  seat  in  the  House 
without  question.  Treatise  on  the  Law  & 
Privileges,  etc..  Parliament,  Thomas  E.  May, 
1863-64.  The  career  of  John  Wilkes  is  a 
part  of  American  history,  for,  profligate 
though  he  was,  nevertheless  lie  was  the 
steadfast  supporter  of  the  rights  and  libe»- 
ties  of  the  colonies,  and  courageously  re- 
.sisted  the  encroachments  of  the  Crown.  To 
that  resistance  we  owe  the  provision  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  forbidding  the  issuing 
of  general  warrants. 

The  law  of  the  Wilkes  Case  has  been  uni- 
versally accepted  in  this  country  by  states- 
men, publicists,  and  text  writers,  though,  as 
already  said,  judicial  decisions  are  scanty. 
Mr.  Bancroft,  in  his  History  of  the  United 
States,  says  (page  275,  vol.  6) :  "The  dis- 
franchisement of  Wilkes  had  no  authority  in 
law."  Mr.  Cuahing,  in  his  standard  work 
on  Legislative  Assemblies,  says  (page  182)  ; 
"Expulsion  from  a  former,  or  from  the  same, 
legislative  assembly,  cannot  be  regarded  as 
a  personal  disqualification,  unless  specialty 
provided  by  law."  Professor  Pomeroy,  in 
his  Constitutional  Law  (§  716)  says:  "It 
is  true  that  Senators  and  Representatives 
may  be  expelled  by  the  body  to  which  they 
belong;  but  this  punishment  is  plainly  in- 
adequate. Expulsion  removes  from  the 
present  office,  but  is  no  obstacle  to  a  re- 
election thereto."  In  1797  William  Blount, 
a  Senator  from  Tennessee,  was  expelled 
from  the  United  States  Senate  for  promot- 
ing a  hostile  military  expedition  against  the 
territories  of  Spain  in  the  Floridas  and 
Louisiana,  in  the  interest  of  Great  Britain. 
For  that  conduct  he  was  also  impeached 
by  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  was 
decided  by  the  Senate  that  members  of 
Congress  of  either  House  were  not  subject 
to  impeachment.  The  stress  of  the  argu- 
ment of  the  members  of  the  House  in  sup- 
port of  impeachment  was  that  expulsion 
did  not  prevent  his  immediate  re-election, 
and  that  impeachment  should  therefore  be 
permitted,  so  that  if  convicted  he  could  be 
disqualified  from  holding  office.  The  asser- 
tion that  Blount  was  qualified  for  re-elec- 
tion was  assumed  by  his  counsel,  and 
seems  to  have  been  admitted  as  unquestion- 
able. 

The  Constitution  of  this  state  (art.  6, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


§  1)  prescribes  that  "judgment  in  ease^  of 
impeachment  shall  not  extend  further  than 
to   removal    from   office,   or   removal    from 
office  and  disqualification  to  hold  and  enjor 
any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  under 
this  state,"  thus  recognizing  that   removal 
from  office  itself  does  not  create  a  disqual- 
ification.    Upon  the  conviction  of  a  justice 
of  the  supreme  court  on  impeachment,  when 
the   question   of  the   judgment   to   be   ren- 
dered  thereon  arose.  Judge   Allen    of   this 
court  said  that,  if  the  defendant  was  simply 
removed  from  office,  he  might  imnnediatelv 
be   re-elected  by  the   people   or   appointed 
to    fill    the    vacancy.      Barnard's    Impeach- 
ment, vol.  3,  p.  2195.     We  have,  however, 
one  judicial  decision  on  the  exact  point.    In 
State  ex  rel.  Tyrrell  v.  Jersey  City,  25  X. 
J.  L.   536,  the  common   council  of  Jersey 
City  had  expelled  Tyrrell  for  bribery  an-l 
corruption.      He    was    re-elected,    and    the 
common      council     then      suspended      him. 
Thereupon  he  sued  out  a  mandamus  to  com- 
pel the  common  council  to  recognize  him  as 
a  member.     At  the  very  threshbold  of  the 
case,  presenting  the  right  of  the  relator  to 
maintain  the  proceeding,  was  the  questiim 
whether    he    was    eligible    for  *  re-election, 
which  the  defendant  challenged.    The  court 
held  that  he  was.    In  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion whether  a  member  of  that  body  who 
is   adjudged  to-day   to  be  guilty    of   gross 
official    misconduct,    and    is    therefore    ex- 
pelled as  unfit  to  exercise  his  office,  or  even 
to  associate. with  men  of  character,  can  pos- 
sibly be  fit  to  fill  the  same  oflSce  to-morrow, 
and  whether  such  a  man  can  be  thrust  back 
upon  a  body  of  honorable  and  upright  men, 
as  their  official  compeer  and  associate,  by 
a  misguided  constituency,  with  the  odor  of 
his  corruption  fresh  about  him,  the  court 
said:      "These,  however,  are  questions   for 
the  lawmaking  power  to  consider.     It   is 
for  the  legislature  to  say  how  far  it  is  nec- 
essary,   in   particular    cases,    to    limit    the 
power  of  the  members  of  a  common  coun- 
cil, or  punish  particular  offenses,  and   not 
for  the  courts."    This  decision  is  cited  with 
approval  by  Judge  Dillon  in  his  work  on 
Municipal    Corporations,    vol.    1,    4th    ed. 
§  248. 

Nor  can  any  sourd  reason  be  given  why 
the  result  of  the  removal  from  office  by  the 
governor  should,  as  a  matter  of  law,  be  any 
greater  than  that  which  flows  from  expul- 
sion by  a  legislative  body.  Whatever  may 
be  the  view  taken  in  other  states,  it  is  set- 
tled by  a  recent  decision  of  this  court  that 
the  action  of  the  governor  in  removing  a 
sheriff  from  office,  under  the  constitutional 
provision  that  has  been  cited,  is  not  judicial, 
but  executive.  Re  Guden,  171  N.  Y.  529,  64 
N.  E.  451.  Therefore,  if  there  is  any  dis- 
tinction to  be  drawn  from  the  effect  of  a 
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remoTal  in  judicial  proceedings,  that  dis- 
tinction is  immaterial  here. 

Against  this  uniform  current  of  authority 
we  hare  two  recent  decisions.  The  first  is 
8tate  ex  rel.  Childs  y.  Dart,  67  Minn.  262, 
59  N.  W.  190.  The  defendant,  a  county 
treasurer,  resigned  during  the  pendency  of 
proceedings  for  removal  for  misconduct,  and 
thereupon  was  appointed  by  the  board  of 
county  commissioners  to  ffll  the  vacancy 
caused  by  his  resignation.  The  discussion 
in  the  opinion  is  very  brief.  The  court 
said:  '^e  are  of  the  opinion  that  he  was 
not  eligible  for  reappoinftment  while  under 
suspension,  or  during  the  pendency  of  the 
proceedings.  The  removal  proceedings  can- 
not be  nullified  or  reversed  in  that  manner. 
Such  removal  proceedings  are  not  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  ousting  the  person  hold- 
ing the  office.  They  include  a  charge  that 
he  has  forfeited  his  qualification  for  the 
office  for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 
.  .  .  Whether  the  voters  at  the  polls 
could  condone  the  offense  by  which  he  for- 
feited bis  office  it  is  not  necessary  here  to 
decide.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
county  commissioners  could  not  do  so."  Tn 
State  ex  rel.  Coleman  v.  Rose,  74  Kan.  262, 
6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  843,  80  Pac.  206,  10  A.  &  E. 
Ann.  Ca«.  927,  the  doctrine  of  the  Dart  Case 
was  followed.  There  the  court  held  that 
the  removed  officer  was  ineligible  even  for 
re-election  by  the  people.  In  one  respect 
the  decision  in  the  Rose  Case  was  certainly 
logical.  If  a  removed  officer  is  ineligible 
for  appointment,  he  is  equally  ineligible  for 
election.  Eligibility  is  exclusively  an  at- 
tribute of  the  person  elected  or  appointed, 
and  does  not  at  all  depend  upon  the  char- 
acter of  position  of  those  from  whom  he 
obtains  his  title.  The  election  by  the  peo- 
ple of  an  ineligible  person  to  office  is  inval- 
id. People  V.  Purdy,  supra.  Nor  is  there 
any  force  in  the  suggestion  of  condonation 
by  the  people.  "Condonation,"  so  far  as 
offenses  against  the  public  are  concerned, 
means  «imply  pardon.  The  pardoning  power 
is  vested  exclusively  in  the  governor.  While 
the  ultimate  source  from  which  all  power 
is  derived  is  the  people,  still  the  people  by 
their  act  in  adopting  a  Constitution  have 
limited  their  own  power.  Thus,  the  legisla- 
ture cannot  delegate  to  the  people  the  pow- 
er of  making  a  law.  Barto  v.  Himrod,  8 
N.  Y.  483,  59  Am.  Deo.  606.  No  more  can 
there  be  delegated  to  the  people  the  power 
to  determine  whether  a  candidate  is  eligible 
or  ineligible,  nor  to  pardon  his  offense  if  he 
ha«  committed  one.  The  arguments  of  the 
opinions  in  these  cases,  that  to  pormit  the 
appointment  or  election  of  a  removed  officer 
is  to  reverse  or  nullify  the  action  of  the 
removing  officer,  is  not  new.  The  same 
argument  was  made  by  the  apolugitfts  for 
26  L.R.A.{N.S.) 


the  action  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
the  Wilkes  Case.  It  is  answered  by  the 
opinion  of  the  supreme  court  of  New  Jer- 
sey in  State  ex  rel.  Tyrrell  v.  Jersey  City, 
supra.  It  is  not  anomalous  that  the  divi- 
sion of  the  powers  of  government  may  en- 
able one  officer  to  render  nugatory  the  ac- 
tion of  another.  The  pardoning  power 
vested  in  the  governor  enables  him  to  set 
at  naught  the  decisions  of  courts  and,  ju- 
ries. The  Federal  courts  of  first  instance 
upheld  the  constitutionality  of  the  famous 
sedition  laws.  Thomas  Jefferson  enter- 
tained a  contrary  view,  and,  on  his  election 
as  president,  pardoned  all  persons  who  had 
been  sentenced  under  that  law,  avowedly 
on  the  ground  that  the  statute  was  uncon- 
stitutional. It  is  this  division  of  the  powers 
of  government  that  renders  the  case  of  a 
private  master  or  employer  a  false  analogy. 
I  have  said  that  the  doctrine  that  expul- 
sion from  office  does  not  disqualify  has  been 
universally  accepted,  with  the  exceptionsi 
noted;  but  it  is  urged  that  the  action  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  case  of 
B.  P.  Whittemore,  a  representative  from 
South  Carolina,  is  to  the  contrary  effect. 
1  Hinds'  Precedents  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 487.  That  case  is  misappre- 
hended. The  effect  of  expulsion  was  not  in 
tbe  case  at  all,  for  Whittemore  had  not 
been  expelled.  He  had  resigned.  The 
ground  on  which  the  action  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  House  proceeded  was  that  that 
body  could  refuse  to  receive  a  person  guilty 
of  crime,  though  possessing  the  constitution- 
al qualifications.  This  is  apparent  from  the 
argument  of  General  Logan,  who  moved  the 
resolution.  He  said  (Id.  p.  640):  "The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
authorizes  Congi-ess  to  prescribe  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  their 
members,  provides  that  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  either  House  may  expel  any  one  of 
its  members,  without  prescribing  the  of- 
fenses for  which  either  House  may  expel. 
.  .  .  This  being  the  theory  with  which  I 
start  out,  I  then  assume  that,  where  the 
House  of  Representatives  has  power  to  ex- 
pel for  an  offense  against  its  rules  or  a  vio- 
lation of  any  law  of  the  land,  it  has  the 
same  power  to  exclude  a  person  from  its 
body."  He  distinguished  the  case  then  be- 
fore the  House,  where  a  member  liad  been 
guilty  of  an  actual  crime,  and  that  of  other 
persons  who,  after  having  been  censured  by 
the  House,  had  resigned  and  been  re-elected. 
The  very  distinction  made  by  General  Lo- 
gan shows  that  it  was  not  the  censure  of 
the  House  nor  expulsion  from  that  body 
that  created  the  disqualification,  but  the 
offense  of  which  the  member  had  been  guil- 
ty, of  the  sufficiency  or  insufficiency  of 
which,  as  a  ground  of  exclusion,  the  Houbo 
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wag  the  judge.  Surely  there  is  no  such 
right  in  the  courts  to  review  the  character 
of  the  acta  for  which  this  defendant  was  re- 
moved. This  precedent  was  followed  by 
similar  action  in  the  case  of  Brigham  H. 
Roberts,  a  representative  from  Utah,  wliom 
the  House  refused  to  admit  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  a  polygamist.  Id.  p.  527. 
There  was  no  question  of  previous  expul- 
sion in  that  case.  The  question  was  the 
same  as  in  the  Whittemore  Case, — the  right 
of  the  House  to  exclude  for  crime  or  crim- 
inal conduct  that  in  its  opinion  rendered 
the  applicant  unfit  to  be  a  member  of  that 
body.  No  lawyer  can  read  the  clear  and 
forceful  minority  report  of  Messrs.  Little- 
field  and  De  Armand  without  at  least 
doubting  the  correctness  of  this  decision. 
Whether,  however,  the  action  of  the  House 
was  justifletl  or  not,  the  cases  have  no 
bearing  on  the  proposition  that  expulsion 
from  office  per  se  disqualifies  from  re-elec- 
tion  or  reappointment. 

The  principle  underlying  the  general  doc- 
trine is:  "Where  no  limitations  are  pre- 
scribed, however,  the  right  to  hold  a  public 
office  under  our  political  system  is  an  im- 
plied attribute  of  citizenship,"  those  and 
those  only  who  are  competent  to  partici- 
pate in  choosing  officers  being  in  general 
deemed  eligible  to  be  chosen.  Mechem, 
Pub.  Off.  §  67.  There  are  implied  excep- 
tions to  the  rule;  but  these  are  only  neces- 
sary exceptions,  such  as  minority,  idiocy, 
and  the  like.  Barker  v.  People,  3  Cow. 
686,  15  Am.  Dec.  322.  Even  conviction  of 
crime  does  not  disqualify  unless  the  dis- 
qualification is  prescribed  by  Constitution 
or  statute.  In  the  work  of  Judge  McCrary 
on  Elections  (§  354),  it  is  said:  "For  it  is 
plain  that,  in  the  absence  of  such  legisla- 
tion [t.  e.,  forfeiting  office  on  conviction  of 
crime],  according  to  the  law,  which  seems 
well  settled,  a  convicted  felon  may,  for  a 
time  at  least,  continue  to  exercise  the  func- 
tions of  a  public  office,  unless  indeed  by  im- 
prisonment he  be  deprived  of  the  power  to 
do  so."  See  alsb.  Com.  v.  Shaver,  3  Watts 
&  S.  338;  State  ex  rel.  Police  Comrs.  v. 
Pritchard,  36  N.  J.  L.  101.  In  People  ex 
rel.  Bush  v.  Thornton,  25  Hun,  456,  it  was 
held  that  neither  the  bribing  of  electors,  nor 
the  offer  to  bribe  them,  by  a  person  receiv- 
ing the  certificate  of  election,  would  render 
him  ineligible  or  disqualify  him  from  hold- 
ing office,  in  the  absence  of  a  constitutional 
or  statutory  provision  declaring  such  dis- 
ability. Appreciating  that  such  was  the 
law,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  bribery, 
§  1  of  article  13  of  the  Constitution  (Const. 
1846,  art.  12,  §  1)  was  .amended  so  as  to 
require  a  public  officer  in  his  official  oath 
to  swear  that  he  had  been  jfiiilty  of  no  bri- 
bery in  obtaining  ofiico.  1  appreciate  the 
26  L.rv.A.(X.S.) 


force  of  the  arguments  against  allowing  an 
officer  who  has  been  removed  from  his  office 
to   be   again   elected  or  appointed  thereto. 
They  are  cogent;   but  they  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  legislature,  not  to  the  coorta. 
The  same  course  should  be  taken  as  was 
taken  in  reference  to  bribery.     There  the 
Constitution  was  amended.     Here  the  stat- 
ute should  be  amended;  but  for  the  coarts 
to  declare  a  disqualification  not  enacted  by 
the  legislature  or  by  the   Constitution   is, 
to  use  the  language  of  Lord  Chatham,  not 
to  declare  the  law,  but  to  make  the  law. 
What  led  the  legislature  to  omit  disqualify- 
ing the  removed  officer  we  know   not.     It 
may  be  because  it  did  not  occur  to  the  law- 
makers that,  where  an  officer  had  been  re- 
moved for  misconduct,  appointing  officers  or 
electors  would  return  him  to  the  oflSce  from 
which  he  had  been  removed.     If  such  was 
the  case,  then  there  is  simply  an  omission 
in  the  statute  which  the  courts  cannot  sup- 
ply.   On  the  other  hand,  it  is  possible  that 
the  legislature  intended  to  give  a  removed 
official  an  opportunity  to  review   the   jus- 
tice of  his  removal  by  seeking  for  re-elec- 
tion   or    reappointment    to    the    oRice.      In 
1874  the  governor  of  the  state  removed  the 
district  attorney  of  Kings  county.     In  the 
general  election  of  that  year  the  incumbent 
so  removed  was  re-elected  to  the  office  by 
the  electors  of  the  county.    lie  was  removed 
during  the  last  year  of   his  term,    so   the 
term  to  which   he  was  elected  covere«l   no 
part  of  the  old  term ;  but  under  the  Con- 
stitution a  vacancy  in  that  office   and   the 
other  offices  mentioned  in  article  10  of  the 
Constitution  must  be  filled  at  the  next  elec- 
tion for  a  full  term.    Coutant  v.  People,  11 
Wend.  511.    Therefore,  had  the  district  at- 
torney been  removed  in  the  first  or  second 
year  of  his  term,  and  the  electors  shown  the 
same  confidence  in  him,  he  would  have  held 
office  for  part  of  the  very  term  from  which 
he  had  been  removed.    The  same  condition 
exists  as  to  judicial  officers.     When  a  va- 
cancy occurs  in  the  office  of  a  judge  of  this 
court,  or  of  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court, 
it  is  to  be  filled  at  the  next  general  election 
happening  not  less  than  three  months  there- 
after, for  a  full  term.     It  is  conceded  that 
in  these  cases  an  officer  who  has  been  re- 
moved in  accordance  with  the  Constitution, 
unless   disqualified   from   holding  office    by 
the   sentence   of   a  court   of   iittpeachment, 
would  be  qualified  for  re-election  for  a  new 
term.     What   then   becomes   of   the   theory 
that   removal   is    from    the   whole   of   the 
official  term,  and  therefore  precludes  elec- 
tion to  the  vacancy?     If  the  people  have 
found  no  inconsistency  between  the  power 
of  removal  of  a  constitutional   officer  and 
his  eligibility   to  fill   the   vacancy   created 
by  hU  removal,  how  can  a  court  be  justified 
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in  declaring  that  BVich  an  inconsistency 
would  be  created  by  legislative  enactment 
of  a  similar  character! 

The  case  before  us  does  seem  to  dis- 
play in  the  appointing  officers  reckless  dis- 
regard of  the  action  of  the  governor;  but 
the  evil  can  easily  be  corrected  by  the  legis- 
lature. !f  the  courts,  in  the  attempt  to 
correct  it,  decide  the  proposition  that  re- 
moval from  office  imports  as  matter  of  law 
a  ili^quatiflcation  to  fill  the  vacancy,  I  fear 
that  the  decision  muy  soon  return  to  plague 
t'.wiu,  and  most  of  all  I  fear  that  it  v^ill 
atTurd  a  precedent  for  legislative  bodies, 
the  qualifications  of  whose  members  arc 
prescri'icd  by  the  Constitution,  to  overturn 
a  scttlc<l  principle  of  constitutional  law. 

The  order  of  the  Appellate  Division 
should  be  reversed,  and  the  judgment  of 
the  Special  Term  affirmed,  with  co.~ts  in 
both  courts. 

Chaito,  J.,  concurs. 

Wlllnrd  Bttrtlott,  J.,  not  sitting. 


NEW  YOKK  COtJBT  OP  APPEAliS. 

ALICE  W.  SMITH,  Admrx.,  etc.,  of  Clark 

M.  Smith,  Respt., 

v. 

UNITED  STATES  CASUALTY  COMPANY, 

Appt. 

(107  N.  Y.  420,  90  N.  E.  947.) 

Name  —  change  —  Necessity    of    legal 
proceedings. 

I.  A  man  may,  in  good  faith,  for  an 
himcst  purpose,  change  his  name  without 
resort  to  legal  proceedings,  by  adopting  a 
new  one,  and  for  many  years  transacting 
his  business  and  holding  himself  out  to  his 
friends  and  acquaintances  thereunder,  with 
their  acquiescence  and  recognition. 


Vote.— Effect  upon  common-law  right 
to  change  one's  name  of  stattiteit  pro- 
viding for  such  change  by  judicial 
proceedings. 

The  conclusion  of  the  above  opinion,  that 
statutes  providing  a  mode  of  changing  one's 
name  do  not  abrogate,  but  are  in  affirmance 
and  aid  of,  the  common  law,  was  also  reached 
in  Laflin  t  R.  Powder  Co.  v.  Steytler, 
146  Pa.  434,  14  L.R.A.  690,  23  Atl.  215, 
cited  in  Smith  v.  United  States  C.\sualty 
Co.  and  in  Brayton  v.  Beall,  73  S.  C.  308, 
53  S.  E.  641. 

For  a  discussion  of  the  general  question 
of  the  acquisition  and  use  of  a  name,  see 
the  note  to  Laflin  &  R.  Powder  Co.  v.  Stey- 
tler, 14  L.R.A.  600. 

As  to  the  question  under  what  surname 
one  mav  bring  an  action,  see  note  to  De 
T^pnzcs  V.  Palestine,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1080. 
20  L.RA.(N.S.) 


Insurance  —  adopted    name    of    appli- 
cant. 

2.  A   policy   of   insurance   issued   in    the 
adopted  name  of  the  applicant,  rather  than 
in  that  given  him  by  his  parents,  is  valid. 
Name  —  statutory  procedure  —  ezclu- 

slveness. 

3.  Statues  providing  for  the  change  of 
names  by  judicial  proceedings  do  not  de- 
stroy the  right  to  e^ect  such  change  by  the 
common- law  method. 

(February  8,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Appellate  Division  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  Third  Department,  affirming 
a  judgment  of  a  Trial  Term  for  Chemung 
County  in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  the  amount  alleged  to 
be  due  on  an  accident  insurance  policy.  Af- 
firmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Bradbury  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  Hcrendcen  &  Mandevllle, 
with  Messrs.  A.  C.  Eustace  and  J.  P. 
Eustace,  for  respondent: 

A  name  assumed  by  the  voluntary  act  of 
a  person,  which  is  adopted  by  all  who  know 
him,  and  by  which  he  is  constantly  called, 
becomes  for  all  purposes  as  much  and  ef- 
fectually his  name  as  if  it  had  been  confer- 
red upon  him  in  judicial  proceedings. 

Snook's  Petition,  2  Hilt.  566;  Doe  ex  dem. 
Luscombe  v.  Yates,  5  Bam.  ft  Aid.  544; 
Linton  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  10  Fed.  894; 
Cooper  V.  Burr,  45  Barb.  9;  England  v. 
New  York  Pub.  Co.  8  Daly  375;  Laflin  & 
R.  Powder  Co.  v.  Steytler,  146  Pa.  434,  14 
L.R.A.  690,  23  Atl.  215. 

Vanii,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  subject  of  this  action  is  an  accident 
insurance  policy,  dated  November  2,  1901, 
which  refers  to  the  application  iis  a  part 
thereof,  and  to  the  wariaiities  therein  con- 
tained as  part  of  the  consideration  of  the 
contract.  The  application,  addressed  to  the 
defendant,  was  signed  by  the  insured  under 
the  name  of  "Maurice  VV.  Mansfield,"  and 
the  first  declaration  therein  is  the  follow- 
ing: "I  hereby  apply  for  an  accident  in- 
surance policy  to  be  based  on  the  following 
statements,  which  I  warrant  to  be  complete 
and  true:  (a)  My  full  name  is  Maurice  W. 
Mansfield."  The  name  alone  was  in  writing, 
the  rest  of  the  part  quoted  being  in  print, 
with  the  word  "full"  in  italics.  The  defend- 
ant pleaded  a  breach  of  warranty,  in  that 
"the  true  name  of  said  applicant  was  Myron 
W.  Maynard,"  of  which  fact  it  had  no 
knowledge  at  the  date  of  the  policy,  and 
that,  relying  upon  said  statement  in  the 
application,  it  "issued  said  policy  of  insur- 
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auce  in  the  false  and  fictitious  name  of 
Maurice  W.  Mansfield." 

Upon  the  trial  it  appeared  that  the  name 
of  the  father  and  mother  of  the  insured  wag 
Maynard,  and  that  he  went  by  the  name  of 
Myron  W.  Maynard  until  about  1892,  when 
he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  then 
called  himself  Maurice  W.  Mansfield,  and 
thenceforth,  until  the  policy  was  issued,  in 
1901,  almost  uniformly  did  his  business, 
held  himself  out,  and  was  known  and  ad- 
dressed, by  that  name.  The  court  charged 
the  jury  in  substance  that  if  the  insured, 
when  the  application  was  made,  had  as- 
sumed and  acquired  the  name  of  Maurice  W. 
Mansfield,  and  regarded  that  as  his  name, 
if  his  acquaintances,  the  persons  with  whom 
he  was  associated,  and  the  people  of  the 
community  where  he  lived,  knew  him  by 
that  name,  and  he  had  "called  himself  by 
that  name  exclusively,  or  so  exclusively  and 
for  such  a  length  of  time  that  he  had  thor- 
oughly adopted  it  to  such  an  extent  that 
you  can  find  it  was  his  intention  that  he 
should  be  known  by  the  name  of  Maurice 
W.  Mansfield  and  thereafter  retain  that 
name, — if  you  should  find  that  he  had  to 
this  extent  acquired  that  name, — then  this 
representation  in  the  application  would  not 
be  false.  But  if  it  was  not  his  name,  and 
if  he  intended  to  conceal  his  real  name  and 
his  identity  by  giving  that  name,  knowing 
it  wag  false, — that  is,  if  he  had  not  acquired 
the  name  of  Maurice  W.  Mansfield  in  any 
or  all  the  ways  I  have  stated,  nor  in  any 
manner, — then  the  statement  in  this  applica- 
tion was  false,  and  no  recovery  can  be  had 
upon  it."  There  was  evidence  to  support 
the  charge  whether  the  jury  found  for  the 
plaintiff  or  the  defendant.  Exception  was 
duly  taken  to  that  part  of  the  charge  where- 
by the  jury  was  instructed  in  substance 
that,  if  they  should  find  that  the  insured 
had  acquired  the  name  of  Maurice  W.  Mans- 
field, the  statement  in  the  application  was 
not  false,  and  to  whatever  the  court  said 
on  that  subject. 

The  question  presented  by  this  appeal, 
therefore,  is  whether,  at  common  law,  a  man 
can  change  his  name  in  good  faith  and  for 
an  honest  purpose  by  adopting  a  new  one 
and  for  many  years  transacting  his  business 
and  holding  himself  out  to  his  friendg  and 
acquaintances  thereunder,  with  tjieir  acquies- 
cence and  recognition?  A  change  of  name 
by  proceedings  under  the  statute  is  not  in- 
volved. As  the  common  law  rests  so  large- 
ly upon  the  customs  of  the  people,  it  is 
often  necessary  to  search  the  history  of  re- 
mote periods,  both  in  England  and  in  this 
country,  in  order  to  learn  its  full  scope  and 
meaning.  While  the  legal  name  of  a  person 
now  consists  of  a  given  name,  or  one  given 
by  his  parents,  and  a  surname,  or  one  de- 
scending from  them,  history  shows  that  this 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


was  not  always  the  case.  In  the  early  life 
of  all  races  surnames  were  unknown,  while 
given  names  have  been  used  from  the  most 
distant  times  to  identify  and  distinguish  a 
poi-ticular  individual  from  his  fellows.  In 
England  surnames  were  unknown  until 
about  thf  tenth  century,  and  tbej  did  not 
come  into  general  use  or  become  hereditaiy 
until  many  years  later.  8  Nelson's  Enc 
386.  At  first  they  were  used,  sometimes 
for  an  easy  method  of  identification,  and  at 
others  from  accident,  caprice,  ta.ate,  and  a 
multitude  of  other  causes.  Mr.  Bardsler, 
in  his  History  of  English  Surnames,  gites 
thousands  of  instances  of  change  through 
selection,  the  action  of  neighbors  in  applying 
deseriptive  epithets,  the  use  of  nicknames 
and  pet  names  and  the  gradual  development 
through  circumstances  and  the  necessity  of 
identification  as  population  increased.  Thus, 
the  son  of  John  or  Peter  became  known  as 
John's  son  or  Peter's  Bon  and  finally  u 
Johnson  or  Peterson,  aside  from  his  givea 
name.  It  is  well  known  that  the  word 
meaning  "son"  in  different  languages,  such 
as  Fitz  and  Mac,  was  prefixed  to  the  Chris- 
tian name  of  the  father  to  give  the  son  a 
surname  and  "O''  to  give  one  to  the  grand- 
son, and  thus  we  have  the  names  FitzGerald, 
MacDonough,  O'Brien,  and  many  others. 
The  place  of  birth  or  residence,  the  name  of 
an  estate,  the  business  pursued,  physical 
characteristics,  mental  or  moral  qualities, 
and  the  like,  were  turned  into  sumami^ 
It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that  the  8urnami> 
In  its  origin  was  not,  as  a  rule,  inherited 
from  the  father,  but  either  adopted  by  the 
son,  or  bestowed  upon  him  by  tho  people  of 
the  community  where  he  lived.  Dudgeon's 
Origin  of  Surnames,  262.  •  Father  and  son 
did  not  always  have  the  same  surname,  and 
it  was  not  regarded  as  important,  for  both 
frequently  had  more  than  one.  Coke  wrote 
in  the  fore  part  of  the  seventeenth  century: 
"Special  heed  is  to  be  taken  of  the  name 
of  baptism,  as  a  man  cannot  have  two, 
though  he  may  have  divers  surnames."  Ca 
Litt.  1st  Am.  ed.  3,  a.  m. 

So,  in  Button  v.  Wrightman,  Popham,  56, 
the  learned  chief  justice  and  reporter  said: 
"Anciently  men  took  most  commonly  their 
surnames  from  their  places  of  habitation, 
especially  men  of  estate,  and  artisans  often 
took  their  names  from  their  arts,  but  yet 
the  law  is  not  so  precise  in  the  case  of  sur- 
names, and  therefore  a  grant  made  by  or 
to  John,  son  and  heir  of  I.  0.  or  fUio  juniori, 
I.  S.  is  good,  but  for  the  Christian  name  this 
always  ought  to  be  perfect."  Camden  men- 
tions a  man  with  eight  sons,  each  with  a 
different  surname,  and  not  one  with  that  of 
his  father.  Camden's  Remains,  141.  In  a 
scholarly  opinion  by  Chief  Judge  Daly,  to 
which  we  are  much  indebted,  many  instan- 
ces are  mentioned  where  the  color  of  the 
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individual,  cs  White,  Black,  or  Brown,  his 
height  or  strength,  as  Little,  Long,  Hardy, 
or  Strong;  mental  or  moral  attributes,  as 
Oood,  Wiley,  Gay,  Moody,  or  Wise,  fixed 
the  surname.  Snook's  Petition,  2  Hilt.  566. 
Tho  learned  judge  continued:  "The  sur- 
name was  frequently  a  chance  appellation, 
assumed  by  the  individual  himself,  or  given 
to  him  by  others,  for  some  marked  charac- 
teristic, such  as  his  mental,  moral,  or  bodily 
qualities,  some  peculiarity  or  defect,  or  for 
some  act  he  had  done,  which  attached  to  his 
decendants,  while  sometimes  it  did  not. 
.  .  It  was  in  this  way  that  the  bulk 
of  our  surnames  that  are  not  of  foreign  ex- 
traction originated  and  became  permanent. 
They  grew  into  general  use  without  any  law 
commanding  their  adoption  or  prescribing 
any  course  or  mode  respecting  them ;  .  .  . 
but,  though  the  custom  is  widespread  and 
universal  for  all  males  to  bear  the  name  of 
their  parents,  there  is  nothing  in  the  law 
prohibiting  a  man  from  taking  another  name 
if  he  chooses.  There  is  no  penalty  or  punish- 
ment for  so  doing,  nor  any  consequence 
growing  out  of  it,  except  so  far  as  it  may 
lead  to  or  cause  a  confounding  of  his  iden- 
tity." 

The  history  of  literature  and  art  furnishes 
many  examples  of  men  who  abandoned  the 
name  of  their  youth  and  chose  the  one  made 
illustrious  by  their  writings  or  paintings. 
Melanchthon's  family  name  was  Schwart- 
zerde,  meaning  black  earth,  but,  as  soon  as 
his  literary  talents  developed  and  he  began 
to  forecast  his  future,  he  changed  it  to  the 
classical  synonym  by  which  he  is  known  to 
history.  Rembrandt's  father  had  the  sur- 
name Gerretz,  but  the  son,  when  his  tastes 
broadened  and  his  hand  gained  in  cunning, 
changed  it  to  Van  Ryn  on  account  of  its 
greater  dignity.  A  predecessor  of  Honorfi 
de  Balzac  was  born  a  Guez,  which  means 
beggar,  and  grew  to  manhood  under  that 
surname.  When  he  became  conscious  of  his 
powers  as  a  writer,  he  did  not  wish  his 
works  to  be  published  under  that  humble 
name,  so  he  selected  the  surname  Balzac 
from  an  estate  that  he  owned.  He  made 
the  name  famous,  and  the  later  Balzac  made 
it  immortal.  Voltaire,  Moliire,  Dante, 
Petrarch,  Hichelieu,  Loyola,  Erasmus,  and 
Linnteus  were  assumed  names.  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  changed  his  name  after  his  amaz- 
ing victories  had  lured  him  toward  a  crown, 
and  he  wanted  a  grander  name  to  aid  his 
daring  aspirations.  The  Duke  of  Wellington 
was  not  by  blood  a  Wellesley  but  a  Colley, 
his  grandfather,  Richard  Colley,  having  as- 
sumed the  name  of  a  relative  named  Wesley, 
which  was  afterwardexpanded  to  Wellesley. 
S.  Baring-Gould's  Famous  Names  and  Their 
Story,  391.  This  author,  in  his  chapter  on 
"Changed  Names,"  gives  many  exani]A:8  of 
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men  well  known  to  history  who  changed 
their  names  by  simply  adopting  a  new  one 
in  place  of  the  old. 

Mr.  Walsh,  in  his  Handbook  of  Literary 
Curiosities,  makes  an  interesting  statement 
at  page  778:  "Authors  and  actors  know  the 
value  of  a  mouth-filling  name.  Herbert 
Lythe  becomes  famous  as  Maurice  Barry- 
more,  Bridget  O'Toole  charms  an  audience 
as  Rosa  d'Erina,  John  H.  Broadribb  becomes 
Henry  Irving.  Samuel  L.  Clemens  and 
Charles  R.  Browne  attract  attention  under 
the  eccentric  masks  of  Mark  Twain  and 
Artemus  Ward.  John  Rowlands  would  never 
have  become  a  great  explorer  unless  he  had 
first  changed  his  name  to  Henry  M.  Stanley. 
James  B.  Matthews  and  James  B.  Taylor 
might  have  remained  lost  among  the  mass 
of  magazine  contributors  but  for  their  cun- 
ning in  dropping  the  James  and  standing 
forth  as  Brander  Matthews  and  Bayard 
Taylor.  Would  Jacob  W.  Reid  have  succeed- 
ed as  well  as  Whitelaw  Reid  ?"  While  some 
of  these  names  were  merely  professional 
pseudonyms,  others  were  adopted  as  the  real 
name,  and  in  time  became  the  only  name  of 
the  person  who  assumed  it. 

Many  other  instances  of  voluntary  change 
of  name,  both  given  and  surname,  might  be 
added,  but  we  will  mention  only  two  more. 
In  Larke's  "General  Grant  and  His  Com- 
paigns"  (page  267),  it  is  stated,  and  the 
fact  is  well  known,  that  "Gen.  Grant's  bap- 
tismal name  was  Hiram  Ulysses,  and  he 
bore  that  appellation  until  he  was  appointed 
a  cadet  at  West  Point.  Gen.  Hamer,  who 
nominated  him  for  a  cadetship,  by  some 
means  got  his  name  mixed  up  with  that  of 
his  brother.  He  was  therefore  appointed  as 
'Ulysses  Sidney  Grant,'  and  that  name  once 
recorded  on  the  books  of  the  military  acad- 
emy could  not  be  changed.  He  was  baptized 
into  the  military  school  as  U.  S.  Grant,  and 
he  has  ever  since  been  thus  designated." 
Another  instance,  equally  well  established 
by  current  history,  is  that  of  President 
Cleveland,  who  had  the  baptismal  name  of 
Stephen  6.  Cleveland.  After  he  entered  his 
teens  he  omitted  the  word  "Stephen"  and 
assumed  the  name  of  Grover  Cleveland,  by 
which  he  was  known  throughout  his  distin- 
guished career. 

Out  of  the  groundwork  of  custom,  as 
shown  by  the  early  history  of  the  subject, 
the  common  law  sprang  and  was  gradually 
developed.  The  ancient  custom  was  for  the 
son  to  adopt  a  surname  at  will,  regardless 
of  that  borne  by  his  father,  and  the  practice, 
continued  occasionally  until  the  present  time, 
has  extended  to  the  given  name  also.  If  the 
insurance  policy  in  question  had  been  issued, 
under  the  same  circumstances,  to  General 
Grant  or  President  Cleveland,  would  it  have 
been  valid?    Indeed,  it  may  well  be  asked, 
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would  It  liavo  been  valid  if  issued  to  either 
of  those  noted  men,  had  it  followed  the  name 
given  at  birth  instead  of  the  one  acquired 
by  adoption,  and  by  which  they  were  known 
while  filling  the  most  exalted  positions  and 
will  be  known  for  all  timet  There  are  but 
few  decisions  directly  in  point,  although 
there  are  many  dicta  by  eminent  judges, 
recognizing  as  an  established  rule  that  a 
man  may  change  his  name.  Christian,  sur- 
name, or  both,  without  resort  to  legal  pro- 
ceedings. 

In  Doe  ex  dem.  Luscombe  t.  Yates,  6 
Barn.  &  Aid.  644,  there  was  a  devise  of  an 
estate  to  one  Manning,  provided  within 
three  years  after  entering  into  poBsession 
he  should  procure  his  name  "to  be  altered 
and  changed  to  my  name  of  Luscombe,  by 
act  or  acts  of  Parliament,  or  some  other 
effectual  way  for  that  purpose,"  and,  in  de- 
fault of  thus  changing  his  name,  the  devise 
was  to  become  void.  Without  applying  to 
Parliament  for  an  act  of  relief  or  tO'  the 
King  for  a  license,  he  adopted  the  name  of 
Luscombe,  and  used  it  for  all  purposes,  to 
the  exclusion  of  his  former  surname.  It 
was  held  that  he  was  entitled  to  retain  the 
estate;  the  court,  through  Chief  Justice  Ab- 
bott, saying:  "A  name  assumed  by  the 
voluntary  act  of  a  young  man  at  his  outset 
into  life,  adopted  by  all  who  knew  him  and 
by  which  he  is  constantly  called,  becomes, 
for  all  purposes  that  occur  to  my  mind,  as 
much  and  effectually  his  name  as  if  he  had 
obtained  an  act  of  Parliament  to  confer  it 
upon  him."  In  Laflin  &  R.  Powder  Co.  t. 
Steytler,  146  Pa.  434,  14  L.R.A.  890,  23  Atl. 
215,  an  act  authorizing  the  formation  of 
limited  partnerships  required  the  articles  of 
association  to  "set  forth  the  full  names  of 
the  members.  The  adopted  name  of  one  of 
the  partners  was  given  as  his  full  name, 
and  an  attempt  was  made  to  hold  the  special 
partners  liable  as  general  partners  for  that 
reason.  The  court  defeated  the  effort,  and, 
in  discussing  the  question,  said:  "A  man's 
name  is  the  designation  by  which  he  is 
distinctively  known  in  the  community.  Cus- 
tom gives  him  the  family  name  of  his  father 
and  such  prsnomina  as  his  parents  choose 
to  put  before  it,  and  appropriate  circum- 
stances may  require  'Sr.'  or  'Jr.'  as  a  further 
constituent  part,  but  all  this  is  only  a 
general  rule,  from  which  the  individual  may 
depart,  if  he  chooses.  The  legislature,  in 
1852,  provided  a  mode  of  changing  the  name, 
but  that  act  was  in  affirmance  and  aid  of 
the  common  law,  to  make  a  definite  point 
of  time  at  which  a  change  shall  take  effect. 
But  without  the  aid  of  that  act,  a  man  may 
change  his  name  or  names,  first  or  last,  and, 
when  his  neighbors  and  the  community 
have  acquiesced  and  recognized  him  by  his 
new  designation,  that  becomes  his  name." 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


I  The  case  last  cited  was  eoos  folloircd  hr 
another  in  the  some  court  to  the  effect  that 
the  requirement  of  the  statute  as  to  "fall 
names"  was  "met  by  giving  the  names  in 
the  form  habitually  used  by  tbose  personi 
in  business  and  by  which  they  are  generallv 
known  in  the  community."  Gearing  v.  Car- 
roll, 151  Pa.  79,  84,  24  AtL  1045.  See  aim 
England  v.  New  York  Pub.  Co.  8  Daly,  375. 
381;  Cooper  v.  Burr,  45  Barb.  9,  34;  Be'.l 
T.  Sun  Printing  k  Pub.  Oo.  10  Jones  ft  S. 
567,  569 ;  Charleston  y.  King,  4  M'Cord,  L 
487;  Hommel  v.  Devinney,  39  Mich.  $S: 
Binfield  t.  SUte,  15  Neb.  4S4.  19  K.  W. 
607;  Linton  v.  ^irst  Nat.  Bank  (C.  C.)  10 
Fed.  894;  R.  v.  Billingshurst,  3  Maule  k 
S.  250. 

The  elementary  writers  are  uniform  is 
laying  down  the  rule  that  at  oommon  law  a 
man  may  change  his  name  at  will.  Mr. 
Throckmorton,  in  his  article  on  Names,  in 
the  Cyclopedia  of  Law  and  Procedure,  saT<: 
"It  is  a  custom  for  persons  to  bear  the  stir- 
names  of  their  parents,  but  it  is  not  obli;;i- 
tory.  A  man  may  lawfully  change  his  name 
without  resort  to  legal  proceedings,  and  for 
all  purposes  the  name  thus  assumed  wili 
constitute  his  legal  name  just  as  much  tt 
if  he  had  borne  it  from  birth."  29  Cvc 
Law  ft  Proc  p.  271.  So,  a  writer  in  ttt 
American  &  English  Encyclopa^lia  of  L» 
says :  "At  common  law  a  man  may  lawf ulh 
change  his  name,  or,  by  general  usage  et 
habit,  acquire  another  name  than  that  or 
iginally  borne  by  him,  and  this  without  t!ii 
intervention  of  either  the  sovereign,  tbr 
courts,  or  Parliament;  and  the  common-k- 
rule,  unless  changed  by  statute,  of  cour^f. 
obtains  in  the  United  States."  21  Am.  i 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  311.  "One  miy 
legally  name  himself  or  change  his  name,  '■■• 
acquire  a  name  by  reputation,  greneral  ussp-. 
and  habit."  2  Fiero,  Special  Proceedings. 
2d  ed.  847. 

The  subject  is  not  affected  by  the  Tarir-i!' 
statutes,  commencing  in  1847,  and  contii.-J 
ing  with  some  expansion  and  changes  to  tiK 
present  time,  whereby  a  change  of  name  i< 
authorized  by  judicial  proceedings.  La«^ 
1847,  chap.  404;  Code  Civ.  Proc  §§  2410- 
2415.  As  was  said  by  the  supreme  court  r: 
Pennsylvania  of  a  similar  statute  in  tli:: 
state,  this  legislation  is  simply  in  affirmanif 
and  aid  of  the  common  law  to  make  a  def- 
inite point  of  time  when  the  change  !>hal' 
take  effect.  Lafiin  &  R.  Powder  Co.  t.  Stcr 
tier,  supra.  It  does  not  repeal  the  comm.>- 
law  by  implication  or  otherwise,  but  giv'» 
an  additional  method  of  effecting  a  cban^ 
of  name.  The  statutory  method  has  som« 
advantages,  because  it  is  speedy,  definite, 
and  a  matter  of  record,  so  as  to  be  easily 
proved  even  after  the  death  of  all  contem- 
pors^eous  witnesses.    In  one  respect,  how- 
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ever,  the  statute  may  limit  the  common-law 
right,  in  that  it  provides  that  on  and  after 
the  day  specified  in  the  order  of  the  court 
for  the  change  to  take  effect,  the  applicant 
shall  "be  known  by  the  name  which  is  there- 
by authorized  to  be  assumed,  and  by  no 
other  name."  Code  Civ.  Proc.  §  2416.  It 
may  well  be,  therefore,  that,  after  a  man 
has  acquired  a  name  by  judicial  decree,  he 
cannot  acquire  another  without  resorting  to 
the  courts. 

The  other  questions  discussed  by  counsel 
have  also  been  examined,  but  we  find  none 
requiring  reversal,  and  the  judgment 
should  therefore  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Callen,  Ch.  J.,  and  Gray,  Edward  T. 
Bartlett,  Halght,  Wlllard  Bartlelt,  and 
Chase,  JJ.,  concur. 


KOKTH  DAKOTA  SUPREME  COURT. 

TRI-STATE  TEI^EGRAPH  &  TELEPHONE 
COMPANY,  Appt., 

T. 

M.  A.  COSGRIFF  et  al.,  Respts. 

.  (—  N.  D.  — ,  124  N.  W.  76.) 

Evidence  —  eminent  domain  —  tele- 
graph line  In  highway  —  nse  of  high- 
way by  abnttlng  owner. 
1.  In  an  action  brought  in  the  exercise  of 
the  right  of  eminent  domain  for  the  pur- 
pose of  condemning  to  the  use  of  a  tele- 
phone company  a  strip  of  land  wholly  with- 
in the  limits  of  a  public  highway,  for  use 
aa  a  telephone  and  telegraph  line,  it  is  im- 
proper to  admit  evidence  to  the  effect  that 
an  owner  of  land  abutting  upon  the  high- 
way has  been  accustomed  for  a  period  of 
years  to  use  for  agricultural  purposes  a 
portion  of  the  highway  between  the  traveled 
strip  on  the  median  line  of  the  same  and  his 
property  line.  The  highway  is  dedicated  to 
purposes  of  travel,  and,  in  his  use  of  it  for 
agricultural  purposes,  the  landowner  was  a 
trespasser,  without  any  right  that  can  be 
recognized  in  law  or  considered  of  pecuniary 

Headnotes  by  ErxswoBTn,  J. 


Note.  ^  The  question  whether  prospec- 
tive injury  to  trees  by  the  erection  of  a 
wire  line  is  a  proper  element  of  damages  in 
condemnation  proceedings  under  the  power 
of  eminent  domain  appears  to  have  been 
passed  upon  for  the  first  time  in  Tri-State 
Teleo.  ft  Teleph.  Compart  v.  Cosobiff,  as 
a  careful  search  discloses  no  other  reported 
cases. 

On  the  general  question  of  liability  to  an 
abutting  owner  for  mutilating  trees  in  high- 
way by  erecting  poles  or  stretching  wires, 
see  the  note  accompanying  Cartwright  v. 
Liberty  Teleph.  Company,  12  L.n.A.(N.S.) 
1125. 
96  l.,JUL(NJ9.) 


value;  and  such  testimony,  being  entirely 
irrelevant  and  immaterial,  serves  no  pur- 
pose other  than  to  improperly  enhance  iii 
the  minds  of  the  jury  the  value  of  the  strip 
taken,  and  should  have  been  excluded. 
Damages  —  measure  —  eminent  domain. 

2.  The  measure  of  damage  for  taking 
property  in  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent 
domain,  under  the  law  of  this  state,  is  the 
value  of  the  landowner's  interest  in  the  land 
actually  taken,  and  the  depreciation  in 
value,  if  any,  sustained  at  the  time  of  trial 
by  land  not  taken,  upon  the  same  tract,  by 
]-eason  of  the  appropriation  of  a  part  to  the 
uses  of  the  party  condemning.  Evidence  in 
which  the  attention  of  the  witness  is  di- 
rected to  a  future  value  of  the  interest  con- 
demned, or  to  the  value  of  the  right  sought 
to  be  acquired  by  the  party  condeninins, 
rather  than  the  rights  and  interest  of  the 
owner  in  the  property  Vaken,  is  improperly 
received. 

Same  —  trees. 

3.  A  grove  of  trees  growing  upon,  or  ad- 
joining, land  sought  to  be  condemned  under 
the  right  of  eminent  domain,  is  part  of  the 
real  estate,  and  should  be  valued  as  such. 
Any  damage  to  the  trees  growing  upon  the 
strip  taken  by  the  appropriation  of  the 
land  to  the  uses  of  the  party  condemning 
may  be  considered  a  diminution  in  value  of 
the  interest  of  the  party  owning  the  land. 
An  instruction  that  a  jury  in  such  a  case 
may  consider  as  a  proper  element  of  dam- 
age "such  damage  to  the  said  groves  and 
trees  as  will  naturally  and  properly  neces- 
sarily result  in  the  course  of  time  to  said 
grove  and  trees  by  the  construction,  main- 
tenance, and  operation"  of  a  telephone  and 
telegraph  line  is  erroneous,  in  that  it  directs 
the  attention  of  the  jury  to  a  future  con- 
tingency, and  not  to  the  damages  sustained 
by  the  property  taken  at  the  time  of  trial. 
Same  —  snbstantial. 

4.  The  damage  sustained  by  the  owner  of 
lands  abutting  upon  a  public  highway  by 
the  taking  of  a  strip  immediately  adjoin- 
ing his  property  line  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing thereon  a  telephone  and  telegrapli 
line,  while  it  may  be  small  in  amount,  is 
not,  as  a  matter  of  law,  merely  nominal, 
but  is  substantial  in  the  sense  that  the 
landowner  is  entitled  to  recover  a  sum  suf- 
ficient to  compensate  him  for  all  damage 
to  the  property  actually  sustained  by  him 
under  the  conditions. 

(December  14,   1009.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Grand  Forks 
County,  awarding  defendants  substantial 
damages  in  proceedings  for  the  condemna- 
tion of  a  right  of  way  by  a  telephone  and 
telegraph  company.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Bangs,  Coolcy,  &  Hamilton, 
and  CSeorge  A.  Bangs,  for  appellant: 

The  public  is  entitled  to  the  free  and  full 
use  of  all  the  territory  embraced  within  the 
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limits  of  the  highway,  not  only  for  actual 
passage,  but  for  purposes  that  are  legiti- 
mately incident  thereto;  and  every  actual 
encroachment  upon  a  liighway  by  any  per- 
manent or  habitual  occupation  thereof  is  an 
invasion  of  the  public  right,  even  though  it 
does  not  operate  as  an  actual  obstruction 
to  the  public  travel. 

Wood,  Nuisances,  §§  81,  260;  Joyce,  Nui- 
sances, §  214;  Elliott,  Roads  ft  Streets, 
§.  645;  16  Am.  ft  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  492; 
Robinson  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  Rep.)  44  S. 
W.  609;  Com.  v.  King,  13  Met.  115;  Cohen 
T.  New  York,  113  N.  Y.  537,  4  L.R.A.  400, 
10  Am.  St.  Rep.  606,  21  N.  E.  700;  State  v. 
Merrit,  35  Conn.  314;  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Tyson,  133  Ala.  459,  91  Am.  St.  Rep.  40, 
69  L.R.A.  399,  32  So.  144;  SUte  v.  Mobile,  6 
Port.  (Ala.)  279,  30  Am.  Dec.  564;  Au- 
gusta V.  Reynolds,  122  Oa.  764,  69  L.R.A. 
664,  106  Am.  St.  Rep.  147,  60  S.  E.  098; 
Nelson  v.  Fehd,  203  111.  120,  67  N.  E.  828; 
Cortell  V.  Holmes,  88  Me.  376,  34  Atl.  173; 
Dickey  v.  Maine  Teleg.  Co.  46  Me.  483; 
Com.  V.  McNaugher,  131  Pa.  55,  18  Atl.  034; 
Tinker  v.  New  York,  O.  ft  W.  R.  Co.  157 
N.  Y.  312,  51  N.  E.  1031;  Columbus  v.  Ja- 
ques,  30  6a.  506;  State  v.  McGce,  40  Iowa, 
606;  Langsdale  v.  Ronton,  12  Ind.  467;  Com. 
V.  Ruggles,  6  Allen,  688;  State  v.  Berdetta, 
73  Ind.  100,  38  Am.  Rep.  117;  Com.  v.  Wil- 
.  kinson,  16  Pick.  175,  26  Am.  Dec.  664; 
Wright  V.  Saunders,  65  Barb.  214;  Johnson 
T.  Whitefield,  18  Mo.  286,  36  Am.  Dec.  721; 
Com.  V.  Marshall,  337  Pa.  170,  20  Atl.  580; 
Com.  V.  King,  13  Met.  115;  Cohen  v.  New 
York,  113  N.  Y.  532,  4  L.R.A.  406,  10  Am. 
St.  Rep.  606,  21  N.  E.  700. 

Testimony  only  as  to  the  value  of  the 
property  actually  appropriated  was  admis- 
sible. 

Everett  v.  Union  P.  R.  Co.  59  Iowa,  243, 
13  N.  W.  109;  Burt  v.  Wigglesworth,  117 
Mass.  302;  Mississippi  River  Bridge  Co.  v. 
Ring,  58  Mo.  491;  Virginia  ft  T.  R.  Co.  v. 
Elliott,  6  Nev.  338;  Shcnango  ft  A.  R.  Co. 
v.  Braham,  79  Pa.  447;  Cimimings  v.  Wil- 
liamsport,  84  Pa.  472;  Santa  Ana  v.  Harlin, 
99  Cal.  S38,  34  Pac.  224;  San  Diego  Land 
ft  Town  Co.  V.  Neale,  78  Cal.  63,  3  L.R.A. 
83,  20  Pac.  372 ;  Brown  v.  Calumet  River  R. 
Co.  125  111.  600,  18  N.  E.  283;  Union  De- 
pot R.  ft  Transfer  Co.  ▼.  Brunswick,  31 
Minn.  297,  47  Am.  Rep.  780,  17  N.  W.  026; 
Re  Boston,  H.  T.  ft  W.  R.  Co.  22  Hun,  176; 
6  Enc.  Et.  p.  197. 

The  acts  of  cutting  trees  were,  if  wrongful 
at  all,  and  without  permission,  tortious  in 
their  nature,  and  a  recovery  for  the  dnmagea 
occasioned  by  such  tortious  acts  can  be  re- 
covered only  in  a  separate  action. 

2  Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  482a;  Gregory  v.  Gulf 
ft  I.  R.  Co.  21  Tex.  Civ.  App.  598,  54 
S.  W.  617 ;  Leavenworth,  N.  ft  S.  R.  Co,  y. 
86  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


Usher,  42  Kan.  637,  22  Pac.  734 ;  Dond  v. 
Mason  City  ft  Ft.  D.  R.  Co.  76  Iowa,  4.TS, 
41  N.  W.  65;  Grugan  t.  Philadelphia,  158 
Pa.  337,  27  Atl.  1000. 

Where  property  is  taken  for  an  improve- 
ment which  is  subject  to  a  public  easement 
of  way  by  dedication  or  prescription,  the 
owner  of  the  fee  is  entitled  only  to  nominal 
damages. 

2  Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  500;  Joyce,  Electric 
Law,  Ist  ed.  321;  Valentine  v.  Boston.  22 
Pick.  76,  33  Am.  Dec.  711;  Stetaon  v.  Ban- 
gor, 60  Me.  313;  Bartlett  v.  Bangor,  67  Me. 
460;  Walker  v.  Manchester,  58  N.  H.  4.TS: 
Clark  T,  Elizabeth,  37  N.  J.  L.  120;  Re 
Seventeenth  Street,  1  Wend.  262;  Re  Lewis 
Street,  2  Wend.  472;  Wyman  v.  New  York, 
11  Wend.  486;  Re  Furman  Street,  17  Wend. 
640;  Re  Twenty-ninth  Street,  1  Hill,  189; 
Re  Public  Parks,  6  Hun,  486;  Baldwin  t. 
Buffalo,  35  N.  Y.  376;  Re  Brooklyn,  73  K. 
Y.  179;  Re  Story  Street,  11  Phila.  456: 
Sherer  v.  Jasper,  93  Ala.  530,  9  So.  584; 
Danforth  v.  Bangor,  88  Me.  423,  27  At'.. 
268;  Re  Adams,  141  N.  Y.  297,  36  N.  E 
318;  Olean  v.  Steyner,  135  N.  Y.  341.  17 
L.R.A.  640,  32  N.  E.  9;  Re  Public  Parks, 
63  Hun,  656,  6  N.  Y.  Supp.  779 ;  Gamble  t. 
Philadelphia,  162  Pa.  413,  29  Atl.  739;  Han- 
cock y.  Philadelphia,  4  Pa.  Dist.  R.  34.i; 
Re  Wells  Ave.  22  N.  Y.  S.  R.  648,  4  N.  Y. 
Supp.  301 ;  Re  Ethel  Street,  3  Misc.  403,  24 
N.  Y.  Supp.  689 ;  Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Co.  v. 
Bruen,  39  N.  Y.  Supp.  220. 

The  measure  of  damages  where  a  fcl^ 
graph  company  condemns  a  ri^rbt  of  way  is 
the  value  of  the  land  actually  taken  for 
placing  the  poles,  and  the  extent  to  which 
the  value  of  the  use  of  the  portion  between 
the  poles  and  under  the  wires  is  diminished. 

St.  Louis  ft  C.  R.  Co.  V.  Postal  Teleg.  Co. 
173  III.  508,  51  N.  E.  382;  Mutual  Union 
Teleg.  Co.  v.  Katkamp,  103  111.  App.  420; 
Mobile  ft  0.  R.  Co.  y.  Postal  Teleff.  Cable 
Co.  120  Ala.  21,  24  So.  408;  Mobile  ft  0. 
R.  Co.  V.  Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Co.  101  Tenn. 
02,  41  L.R.A,  403,  46  S.  W.  571 ;  Mobile  i 
O.  R.  Co.  V.  Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Co.  70  Miss. 
731,  45  L.R.A.  223,  26  So.  370;  PosUl  Telf? 
Cable  Co.  v.  Oregon  Short  Line  R.  Co.  ](H 
Fed.  623;  2  Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  490;  Joyce, 
Damages,  2204;  15  Cyc.  Law  ft  Proc.  pp. 
701,  711,  724;  Postal  Teleg.  Cable  Co.  v. 
Oregon  Short. Line  R.  Co.  23  Utah,  474,  90 
Am.  St.  Rep.  705,  C5  Pac.  735. 

Where  the  property  can  be  used  only  for 
a  particular  purpose,  the  damagea  to  the 
remainder  are  measured  by  the  extent  to 
which  it  is  rendered  less  valuable  for  the 
uses  to  which  it  is  devoted. 

2  Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  486,  p.  1076;  Mutu.nl 
Union  Teleg.  Co.  y.  Katkamp;  St.  Tx)uii»  ft 
C.  R.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg.  Co.;  and  Mobile 
ft  Q.  R.  Co.  y,  PosUI  Tele^.  Cable  Co.— au- 
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pra;  First  Parish  t.  Middlesex  County,  7 
Gray,  106;  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  v.  Chi- 
cago, 166  U.  S.  226,  41  L.  ed.  979,  17  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  681;  Re  Ninth  Ave.  45  N.  Y.  729; 
Re  Albany  Street,  11  Wend.  149. 

The  owner  can  recover  compensation  for 
the  damage  sustained  at  the  time,  and  not 
for  damage  which  may  accrue  through  the 
g^rowth  of  the  trees,  or  the  development  in 
any  other  way,  as  that  would  be  purely 
speculative  and  conjectural. 

2  Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  480;  .Central  P.  R. 
Co.  V.  Pearson,  3S  Cal.  247;  Santa  Ana  v. 
Harlin,  99  Cal.  S38,  34  Pac.  224;  Chicago 
&  P.  R.  Co.  T.  Hildebrand,  136  III.  467,  27 
N.  E.  69;  Burke  v.  Sanitary  Dist.  152  111. 
125,  38  K.  E.  670;  Omaha  Belt  R.  Co.  v. 
McJJermott,  25  Neb.  717,  41  N.  W.  648; 
Muller  V.  Southern  Pacific  Branch  R.  Co. 
83  Cal.  240,  23  Pac.  265;  Illinois  C.  B.  Co. 
T.  Chicago,  169  111.  329,  48  K.  E.  492; 
Wrightsville  &  T.  R.  Co.  v.  Holmes,  85  Ga. 
668,  11  S.  E.  658. 

Mess'rs.  Skulason  &  Bnrtness  for  re- 
spondents. 

Ellsworth,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  proceeding  in  which  this  appeal  is 
taken  is  a  civil  action  brought  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  36  of  the  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure  (§§  7574-7603,  Rev.  Codes,  1905) 
for  the  exercise  6t  the  right  of  eminent  do- 
main upon  certain  real  property  belonging 
to  the  defendants.  The  use  for  which  the 
condemnation  of  the  property  is  sought  is  a 
right  of  way  upon  which  to  construct,  main- 
tain, and  operate  a  telephone  and  telegraph 
line.  The  real  property  brought  in  question 
by  the  proceeding  is  situated  in  Grand 
Forks  county,  and,  in  the  case  of  each  de- 
fendant, abuts  upon  a  public  highway,  4 
rods  or  66  feet  in  width.  The  right  of  way 
sought  to  be  condemned  is  included  within 
a  strip  8  feet  in  width,  wholly  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  highway,  immediately  adjoining 
the  property  line  of  the  defendants.  The  line 
of  poles,  as  planned  by  the  plaintiff,  will  be 
set  midway  in  this  8-foot  strip,  4  feet  from 
the  property  line  of  the  defendants,  And  132 
feet  apart,  or  about  40  to  the  mile.  Prior 
to  the  time  the  action  was  brouglit,  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  the  civil  township 
having  control  of  the  highway  duly  granted 
to  plaintiff  the  right  to  occupy  the  highway 
for  the  use  mentioned.  This  action  is 
brought  for  the  purpose  of  condemning  the 
interests  of  the  defendants  in  the  strip  of 
land  to  be  used  as  a  right  of  way.  Each 
of  the  defendants  has  made  answer,  and  al- 
leges that  a  damage  will  accrue  to  him  and 
to  his  abutting  land  by  the  taking  and  use 
of  an  8-foot  strip  in  the  location  dp8cril)od 
for  a  telephone  and  telegraph  line.  The 
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question  of  the  amount  of  compensation  to 
be  paid  each  of  the  defendants  for  his  in- 
terest in  the  land  condemned  to  such  use 
was  submitted  to  one  jury  with  a  stipula- 
tion that  a  separate  verdict  might  be  ren- 
dered and  a  separate  judgment  entered  in 
each  case.  In  the  case  of  the  defendant  Cos- 
griff,  the  jury  found,  that  the  value  of  his 
right  and  interest  in  the  land  embraced  in 
the  highway  and  taken  by  plaintiff  was  the 
sum  of  $15;  that  the  damage  to  his  abut- 
ting property  was  the  sum  of  $50;  and  the 
detriment  or  damage  to  certain  trees  grow- 
ing upon  a  portion  of  the  tract  abutting  the 
highway  was  the  sum  of  $20.  Judgment 
was  entered  upon  this  verdict,  and  the  plain- 
tiff appeals  therefrom,  specifying  numerous 
errors  occurring  upon  the  trial  in  the  rul- 
ings and  instructions  of  the  court.  A  stipu- 
lation of  counsel  provides  that  the  case  on 
appeal  may  be  abbreviated  to  include  only 
the  evidence  offered  in  reference  to  the  claim 
for  damage  of  defendant  Cosgriff,  and  that 
the  judgments  of  all  the  defendants  be  bound 
and  affected  by  the  decision  of  this  court  in 
that  case.  Plaintiff  groups  his  many  specifi- 
cations of  error  in  an  assignment  of  eight 
classes.  Of  these,  in  the  view  we  take  of 
the  case,  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  con- 
sider only  three  or  four. 

The  defendant  Cosgriff  testified  as  a  wit- 
ness on  his  own  behalf,  and  stated  that  the 
highway  abutting  his  land  along  which  the 
right  of  way  sought  to  tie  condemned  ex- 
tends is  put  to  public  use  by  pedestrians 
and  carriages  only  for  a  width  of  about  10 
feet,  or  5  feet  on  each  side  of  the  median 
line,  which  leaves  a  strip  between  the  trav- 
eled portion  and  his  property  line  of  about 
28  feet  not  traveled  upon.  He  was  then 
asked  this  question:  "Q.  Have  you  in  the 
past  been  in  the  habit  of  using  that  27  or 
28-foot  strip  for  agricultural  purposes  T" 
The  question  was  objected  to  by  plaintiff 
cs  immaterial,  irrelevant,  and  incompetent 
in  its  bearing  upon  the  issue  of  the  value 
of  the  land  to  defendant.  The  attorney  for 
defendant  thereupon  stated:  "I  propose  to 
show  what  has  been  the  regular,  uniform 
custmn  in  the  past  as  to  the  use  of  that 
strip  as  having  some  bearing  upon  the  value 
at  the  present  time,  and  its  probable  value 
in  the  future."  The  objection  of  plaintiff 
was  thereupon  renewed  upon  the  same 
grounds,  and  was  overruled  by  the  court; 
and  the  defendant  answered  the  question  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  use  of  a  highway  for  the  planting, 
growing,  and  gathering  of  a  crop  has  rather 
the  character  of  a  permanent  appropriation 
than  of  the  temporary  and  reasonable  use 
permitted  to  an  abutting  landowner.  So, 
whether  or  not,  as  contended  by  plaintiff, 
defendant   has    incurred    liability    under  a 
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penal  statute  by  his  intrusion  upon  and  in- 
terference with  the  highway,  it  is  readily 
apparent  that  he  exercised  such  privileges 
upon  those  portions  of  the  highway  not  used 
for  travel,  not  as  a  matter  of  right,  but 
wholly  through  indulgence  of  the  road  su- 
pervisors. Elliott,  Roads  t  Streets,  2d  ed. 
S  694.  The  highway  is  dedicated  to  pur- 
poses of  travel,  and  defendant,  in  his  use 
of  it  for  agricultural  purposes,  is,  at  best, 
a  trespasser,  without  any  right  that  can  be 
recognized  in  law  or  considered  of  any  pe- 
cuniary value.  The  testimony  admitted  by 
the  court's  ruling  might  have  served  im> 
properly  to  enhance  in  the  minds  of  the 
jury  the  value  of  the  strip  taken.  The  true 
question  was.  What  was  the  value  of  the 
interest  still  retained  by  defendant  in  the 
strip  of  land  taken  by  plaintiff,  giving  due 
weight  to  the  consideration  that  it  was  al- 
ready subject  to  use  as  a  public  highway? 
As  defendant  could  not  rightfully  £;row 
crops  upon  the  highway,  the  consideration 
by  the  jury  of  the  fact  that  he  had  been 
permitted  to  do  so  for  a  period  of  years  was 
entirely  immaterial  and  irrelevant  in  deter- 
mining the  value  of  his  interest,  and  could 
only  serve  to  mislead  the  jury.  The  admis- 
sion of  this  testimony  was  error. 

The  defendant  was  then  asked:  "Q.  Now, 
Mr.  Cosgi-iff,  understanding  that  the  com- 
painy  desires  to  condemn  this  8-foot  strip 
next  to  the  south  line  of  the  highway  for 
the  uses  and  purposes  of  a  telephone  line, 
with  all  the  poles,  cross-arms,  guy  wires, 
guy  poles  that  are  usually  used  in  connec- 
tion with  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  such  a  line,  have  you  any  opinion  as  to 
the  value  of  that  right  or  easement  so  tak- 
en?" Objection  was  made  to  this  question 
on  the  ground  that  the  material  point  was 
the  value  of  the  property  condemned,  and 
not  of  the  easement  or  right  takeii  by  the 
plaintiff,  which  objection  was  overruled  by 
the  court,  and  the  defendant  answered:  "A. 
Well,  it  is  worth  at  least  $150."  Shortly 
afterward  one  Buttree,  a  witness  for  de- 
fendant, was  asked:  "Q.  It  is  In  evidence 
here,  Mr.  Buttree,  that  the  telephone  com- 
pany, the  plaintiff  in  this  case,  desires  to 
condemn  for  right  of  way  purposes  on  that 
line  for  its  poles,  its  cross-arms,  its  wires, 
guy  poles,  and  guy  wires,  and  the  use  in  a 
strip  of  land  8  feet  in  width,  and,  so  far 
as  this  land  is  concerned,  half  a  mile  in 
length.  Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  the 
value  of  the  rights  sought  to.be  acquired  by 
the  plaintiff  for  the  purposes  that  T  have 
mentioned?"  This  question  was  objected 
to  as  irrelevant,  immaterial,  and  not  the 
proper  measure  of  damages,  and  after  thp 
objection  was  overruled  by  the  court,  the 
witness  answered,  "Yes."  Counsel  then  stat- 
ed: "The  question  is,  Mr.  Buttree,  the  value 
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of  the  right  taken  from    the   defendant— 
that  is,  of  his  interest  there  under  the  dr- 
cumstajices — in   the   strip    which   the  tele- 
phone company  is  seeking   to  condemn  for 
its  right  of  way  uses."    This  statement  was 
not  responded  to  by  the   witness,  who  in- 
quired if  any  title  would  be  given.    To  this, 
counsel  answered:     "Ho,  no  al>aolute  owner- 
ship ;  but  the  right  of  way  there, — the  right 
to  occupy  the  place  there   permanently  in 
the  ground,  and  to  use  the  strip  for  such 
purposes  as  they  need  to  string  their  wires," 
etc.     The  witness  then  answered,  "Well,  I 
would  put  it  at  $200." 

The  measure  of  damages  for  a  taking  of 
property  in  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent 
domain  is  the  value  of  defendant's  interest 
in  the  land  at  the  time  of  trial,  and  the 
damage  at  that  date  sustained  by  its  appro- 
priation to  the  uses  of  the  party  condemn- 
ing. Rev.  Codes,  1905,  §  7696.  The  evi- 
dence bearing  on  this  point  must  thercfora 
be  directed  to  the  present,  and  not  to  the 
future,  value  of  the  interest  condemned;  to 
its  value  for  uses  to  which  it  was  or  could 
be  applied,  or  for  which  it  had  some  nat- 
ural adaptation  or  special  fitness;  not  to  its 
value  to  plaintiff  at  the  time  of  or  after  the 
taking,  or  for  the  purposes  to  whieh  plain- 
tiff expected  to  put  it.  The  questions  re- 
ferred to  were  properly  objectionable,  in 
that  the  point  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
witness  was  directed  in  each  case  seems  to 
be  either  the  value  of  "rights  sought  to  be 
acquired  by.  the  plaintiff,"  or  of  the  ease- 
ment after  the  appropriation,  or  its  value 
under  a  future,  and  not  the  present,  condi- 
tion. Lewis,  Em.  Som.  2d  ed.  §$  478.  479; 
Burt  V.  Wiggles  worth,  117  Mass.  302;  Union 
Depot  Street  R.  &  Transfer  Co.  T.  Bruns- 
wick, 31  Minn.  297,  47  Am.  Rep.  789,  17  X. 
W.  626;  Santa  Ana  v.  Harlin,  99  Cal.  538, 
34  Pac.  224. 

The  defendant  Cosgriff  testified  that,  for 
a  distance  of  about  30  rods,  the  right  of 
way  sought  to  be  condemned  upon  his  land 
extends  through  a  grove  of  trees  growing 
upon  or  near  to  the  border  of  the  highway. 
These  trees  are  cottonwood  and  box  elder, 
about  20  years  old,  in  healthy  condition, 
and  average  from  60  to  60  feet  in  height. 
The  outside  row  of  trees  is  set  within  the 
highway  at  a  distance  of  about  7  feet  from 
the  property  line,  and  the  number  of  trees 
in  the  grove  that  are  within  reach  of  the 
poles,  wires,  and  cross-arms  which  plaintiff 
proposes  to  place  on  the  right  of  vray  sought 
to  be  condemned  number  between  40  and  50. 
In  order  to  place  the  telephone  line,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  cut  off  the  tops  of  two  differ- 
ent trees  and  a  few  of  the  branches  of  oth- 
ers. Some  of  the  trees  which  defendant 
claims  arc  affected  by  the  wires  and  cross- 
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anns  are  entirely  outside  of  the  limits  of 
tiie  highway. 

Defendant   was   allowed   to  testify,   over 
objection  by  plaintiff,  that  the  damage  to 
'the  trees  on  his  land  by  reason  of  the  con- 
struction, maintenance,  and  operation  of  a 
'telephone  line  was  about  $150.    The  court, 
<)n    this  point,  gave  an   instruction  to  the 
jury. to  which  the  plaintiff  excepted,  as  fol- 
lows:    "In  determining  this  question  where 
the     telephone    and     telegraph    line    runs 
through  groves  of  trees  belonging  to  some 
of   the  defendants,  you  may  take  into  con- 
sideration  the  conditions   relative  to   said 
trees  and  telephone  and  telegraph  lines  as 
the  evidence  shows  to  exist,  and  may  con- 
sider as  proper  element  of  damage  such  dam- 
ago   to  the  said  groves   and  trees  as  will 
naturally  and  properly  necessarily  result  in 
the  course  of  time  to  said  grove  and  trees 
by  the  construction,  maintenance,  and  o|)er- 
ation  of  said  telephone  and  telegraph  line 
'within  said  8-foot  strip,  and  you  may  take 
into  consideration,  in  ascertaining  such  darn- 
er, to  the  same  extent  as  though  the  same 
had  been  established  independently  as  facts 
in  the  trial  of  this  case,  the  laws  of  nature, 
the  measure  of  time,  and  also  what  is  com- 
monly known  in  the  various  industries  and 
all  such  matters  of  common  knowledge  and 
science  as  may  be  known  to  all  men  of  ordi- 
nary understanding  and  intelligence."    Plain- 
tiff contends  that  this  instruction  is  erro- 
neous in  that  it  fails  to  confine  the  question 
of  damage  to  the  trees  within  the  strip  taken 
by   plaintiff,  and  directs  the  jury  that  it 
may,  by  conjecture  and  speculation,  assess 
damage  accruing  wholly  in  the  future,  and 
base  a  verdict  against  plaintiff,  partially,  at 
least,  upon  a  condition  that  did  not  exist 
at  the  time  of  the  trial.    As  heretofore  stat- 
ed, an  estimate  of  damage  is  limited  to  con- 
ditions of  the  property  condemned  existing 
at  the  time  of  the  trial.    The  trees,  being  a 
permanent  fixture  upon  the  real  estate,  are 
a  part  thereof,  and  damage  to  them  may  be 
considered  a  diminution  in  value  of  defend- 
ant's interest  in  the  land.    Peoria,  B.  &  C. 
Traction  Co.  v.  Vance,  234  HI.  36,  84  N.  E. 
607.     Damage  to  trees  outside  of  the  strip 
t^ken,  however,  if  considered  at  all,  could 
be  estimated   only  in  connection  with  the 
detriment   caused   to  the  entire   tract  not 
taken.    In  an  action  of  this  character  noth- 
ing can  be  allowed  an  account  of  trespasses 
committed  by  the  condemner  or  his  agent 
outside  of  the  property  actually  taken.     2 
Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  2d  ed.  §  482a.    Obviously 
it  would  be  improper,  in  estimating  the  dam- 
age to  the  strip  of  land  taken,  to  consider 
detrimental  conditions  that  may  arise  upon 
it  in  the  future  in  connection  with  the  use 
proposed  by  plaintiff.    The  extent  to  which 
the  value  of  the  interest  of  defendant  in 
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the  strip  of  land  on  which  the  trees  stand  is 
diminished  by  reason  of  injuries  necessarily 
and  actually  inflicted  upon  the  trees  may  be 
considered  by  the  jury  and  included  in  the 
estimate  of  damage.  The  court's  instruc- 
tion to  the  jury  that  they  "might  consider, 
as  a  proper  clement  of  damage,  such  dam- 
age to  the  certain  groves  and  trees  as  would 
naturally  and  properly  necessarily  result  in 
the  course  of  time"  by  the  construction, 
maintenance,  and  operation  of  such  tele- 
phone line,  directed  the  attention  to  a  fu- 
ture contingency,  and  was  therefore  errone- 
ous. The  estimate  should  have  been  con- 
fined to  the  detriment  or  diminution  in  val- 
ue sustained  by  the  property  taken,  which, 
in  this  case,  included  the  land  with  the  trees 
growing  upon  it  at  the  time  of  the  trial. 
«  At  the  close  of  the  testimony  the  plain- 
tiff requested,  and  the  court  refused  to  give, 
an  instruction  to  the  jury  as  follows :  "That 
the  defendant  has  no  absolute  right  of  user 
in  the  right  of  way;  the  right  of  user  was 
vested  in  the  state  under  the  congressional 
grant  for  the  right  of  a  highway,  and  the 
state,  acting  through  the  board  of  super- 
visors, has  granted  permission  to  the  plain- 
tiff for  the  construction  of  the  line."  The 
plaintiff  also  requested,  and  the  court  re- 
fused to  give,  an  instruction  in  these  words: 
"Under  tfifr  undisputed  evidence,  tho  value 
of  the  defendants'  interest  in  the  land  sought 
to  be  condemned  by  the  plaintiff  for  use  by 
it  in  the  construction  of  its  telephone  line 
in  the  highway  in  front  of  and  along  the 
defendants'  land  is  merely  nominal,  and  I 
instruct  you  under  this  element  of  damage 
to  find  for  the  defendants  in  the  sum  of  $1. 
The  plaintiff  requested  several  other  instruc- 
tions involving  substantially  the  same  prin- 
ciples, and,  upon  the  refusal  of  the  court  to 
give  any  of  them,  took  proper  exceptions 
and  now  presents  these  refusals  as  error  of 
law. 

In  instructing  the  jury  as  to  the  measure 
of  damage,  the  court  then  charged  tliat  such 
damage  or  detriment  is  made  up  of  elements 
to  be  considered  under  two  heads,  via. :  The 
reasonable  present  cash  market  value  of  the 
land  actually  occupied  by  plaintiff  for  the 
use  and  purpose  proposed,  exceeding  in  no 
instance  the  present  market  value  of  the 
entire  8-foot  strip,  taking  into  consideration 
that  such  strip  is  within  the  limits  of  a 
public  highway,  and  subject  to  a  public  use 
for  highway  purposes;  that  in  no  instance 
could  a  greater  sum  be  allowed  as  damage 
than  would  be  allowed  if  the  highway  right 
of  user  was  not  upon  the  lafid  so  sought  to 
be  condemned.  That  the  second  element  of 
damage  is  that  which  will  be  suffered  by 
the  parts  not  taken  of  the  tract  of  land 
owned  by  the  defendant,  by  reason  of  the 
taking  and   appropriation  of   the   strip  in 
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question  for  telephone '  and  telegraph  pur- 
poses, and  that,  "in  determining  the  value 
to  the  balance  of  the  several  tracts  not  in- 
cluded in  the  8-foot  strip,  you  should  deter- 
mine from  the  evidence  how  much  said  land 
will  be  depreciated  in  value  by  reason  of  the 
taking  for  the  particular  use  of  the  8-foot 
strip,  or  the  portion  thereof  necessary  to  be 
taken.  What  is  the  difference,  if  any,  be- 
tween the  cash  market  value  of  the  entire 
tract  of  land  excepting  the  8-foot  strip  be- 
fore the  erection  of  the  said  telephone  and 
telegraph  lines  thereon,  and  its  present  cash 
market  value  after  said  line  has  been  erect- 
ed. Such  difference  will  be  the  damage  oc- 
casioned to  the  defendant,  arising  under  the 
second  element  of  damage." 

The  contention  of  plaintiff,  nuggested  by 
the  specifications  referred  to,  that  the  pla- 
cing of  a  telephone  and  telegraph  line  upon 
the  land  already  dedicated  to  highway  pur- 
poses is  not  an  additional  servitude,  enti- 
tling the  owner  of  abutting  property  to  com- 
pensation,' is  disposed  of  adversely  to  its 
view  by  former  decisions  of  this  court.  And 
the  court,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  not 
disposed  to  disturb  principles  announced  in 
well-considered  opinions  yrhich  may  now  be 
regarded  as  settled  law.  Donovan  v.  Allert, 
n  N.  D.  289,  68  L.R.A.  775,  95  Am.  St. 
Rep.  720,  91  N.  W.  441;  Cosgrtff  v.  Tri- 
SUte  Teleph.  Go.  15  N.  D.  210,  5  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  1142, 107  N.  W.  525.  Neither  are  we 
disposed  to  hold  that  the  right  of  the  owner 
of  property  to  compensation  under  such  con- 
ditions is  merely  nominal.  The  damage  to 
the  owner,  in  view  of  the  existing  servi- 
tude and  the  further  use  to  which  the  tele- 
phone company  may  wish  to  subject  it,  may 
be  small  even  to  insignificance;  but  it  is 
nevertheless  substantial  in  the  sense  that  he 
is  entitled  to  recover  a  stmi  sufficient  to 
duly  compensate  him  for  all  the  damage  ac- 
tually sustained  under  the  conditions.  The 
instructions  requested  by  plaintiff  were 
therefore  properly  refused,  and  the  instruc- 
tions given  by  the  court  upon  the  measure 
of  damages  seem  to  have  fully  and  fairly 
stated  a  rule  which  our  judgment  approves, 
and  which  has  the  sanction  of  much  of  the 
later  authority.  Grafton  v.  St.  Paul,  M.  & 
M.  R.  Co.  16  N.  D.  313,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1,  113  N.  W.  598,  15  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  10, 
and  cases  cited;  Krier  v.  Milwaukee  North- 
ern R.  Co.  139  Wis.  207,  120  N.  W.  847; 
Eutaw  V.  Botnick,  150  Ala.  429,  43  So.  730. 

The  assignments  of  error  not  passed  upon 
by  this  opinion  either  present  questions  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  those  disposed  of,  or  i 
which  arc  not  likely  to  arise  upon  a  second 
trial  of  the  action.  For  the  errors  men- 
tioned, the  judgment  is  reversed  and  a  new 
trial  ordered.  The  same  order  will  be  made 
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in  reference  to  tha  Jit4gment  in  teiw  of 
each  of  the  defendants. 

All  concur  except  Fisk,  J.,  disqnilificd. 
Hon.  Chas.  F.  Templeton,  Judge  o(  the 
First  Judicial  District,  sat  in  the  place  of 
Judge  Fisk,  upon  the  hearing,  but  did  sot 
pa-ticipate  in  the  decision. 

Carmody,  J.,  concurring. 

I  concur  in  the  result  arrived  at  in  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Ellsworth,  but  do  not 
agree  to  all  that  is  said  in  that  opinion. 
The  measure  of  damages  of  the  defendut 
for  the  8-foot  strip  in  the  highway  actuillT 
taken  by  the  plaintiff  is  set  forth  in  that 
opinion  as  follows:  "The  reasonable  pn*- 
ent  cash  market  value  of  the  land  aetDallj 
occupied  by  plaintiff  for  the  use  and  pur- 
pose proposed,  exceeding  in  no  instance  the 
present  market  value  of  the  entire  8-foot 
strip,  taking  into  consideration  that  such 
strip  is  within  the  limits  of  a  public  high- 
way, and  subject  to  a  public  use  for  high- 
way purposes ;  that  in  no  instance  coutd  t 
greater  sum  be  allowed  as  damage  thin 
would  be  allowed  if  the  highway  right  of 
user  was  not  upon  the  land  so  sought  to  l« 
condemned."  This  measure  of  damages,  in- 
ferentially,  at  least,  might  lead  the  jury  to 
believe  that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to 
the  full  market  value  of  the  land  so  taken, 
when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  already 
in  use  for  highway  purposes,  and  the  de- 
fendant had  at  best  only  a  reversioner's  in- 
terest. In  most  cases  the  damage  to  his  in- 
terest would  be  merely  speculative,  and  not 
more  than  nominal.  It  seems  to  me  that 
a  more  correct  measure  of  damages  would 
be  the  reasonable  present  cash  market  value 
of  the  defendant's  interest  in  the  land  ac- 
tually occupied  by  plaintiff  for  the  use  and 
purpose  proposed,  taking  into  consideration 
that  such  strip  is  within  the  limits  of  a 
public  highway,  and  subject  to  a  public  use 
for  highway  purposes. 

I  am  authorized  to  say  that  Spalding,  J., 
concurs  in  the  views  herein  expressed. 
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V. 

CALVIN  RUSSELL. 
{—  W.  Va.  — ,  66  S.  B.  696.) 

Tax  sale  —  asslirnnient  of  deed  to  owner 
of  interest  —  redemption. 

1.  If  one  entitled   to  redeem   land  from 
tax  sale,  because  of  the  ownership  of  an  in- 
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terest  therein,  obtains,  witliin  the  year  for 
redemption,  by  reliance  upon  her  right  to 
redeem,  an  assignment  of  the  tax  purchasK 
in  the  name  of  her  husband,  upon  which 
assignment  a  deed  for  the  liind  is  obtained 
in  his  name  after  the  expiriition  of  the 
year,  equity  will  declare  tlie  transaction  to 
be  a  mere  redemption  of  the  land. 
Same  —  privilege  of  redemption  —privi- 
lege of  pnrcliase. 

2.  The  law  which  gives  one  a  privilege 
of  redemption  will  not  sulTer  him  to  con- 
vert it  into  a  privilege  of  purchase;  and 
whatever  from  the  transaction  between  biiii 
and  the  tax  purchaser  may  assume,  it  will 
l>e  held  to  be  in  fact  a  redemption. 
Same  —  privity  of  interest  —  effect. 

3.  Where  there  is  such  relationship,  by 
privity  or  otherwise,  between  parties  own- 
ing interests  in  the  same  land,  that  it  would 
l>e  manifestly  inequitable  for  one  of  them 
to  secure  a  tax  title  to  the  land  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  title  of  the  otliers,  the  ac- 
quiring of  such  tax  title  will  be  held  to  op- 
erate only  as  a  redemption  of  the  land. 

(December  21,  1900.) 

APPKAL  by  plaintiffs  from  a  decree  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Barbour  County 
dismissing  a  bill  filed  to  set  aside  a  certain 
tax  deed  alleged  to  have  been  unlawfully 
executed.    Beversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Melville  Peck  for  appellants. 

Mr.  Samuel  V.  'Woods,  for  appellee: 

A  purchaser  at  a  tax  sale  of  property 
acquires,  by  obtaining  a  deed  therefor  under 
such  purchase,  the  right,  title,  interest,  and 
estate  of  the  person  charged  with  the  taxes 
thereon. 

Cain  V.  Fisher.  67  W.  Va.  492,  50  S.  E. 
762,  1015. 

Robinson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

For  taxes  delinquent  for  the  year  1900,  a 
tract  of  04  acres  of  land  was  sold  by  the 
sheriff  of  Barbour  county  to  S.  A.  Moore 
and  W.  T.  George.  The  sale  was  made  Janu- 
ary, 12,  1903.    The  land  was  sold  under  an 


Note.  —  While  there  are  many  cases  upon 
the  right  of  the  remainderman  to  the  bene- 
fit of  a  purchase  of  a  tax  title,  or  to  re- 
demption from  a  tax  sale,  by  the  life  ten- 
ant, none  other  than  Caixiiian  v.  Russell 
have  been  found  upon  the  right  of  the  life 
tenant  to  the  benefit  of  such  a  purchase  or 
redemption  by  the  remainderman. 

Upon  the  general  question  of  the  efTect 
of  a  tax  sale  on  land  held  by  a  life  tenant, 
see  the  note  to  Estabrook  v.  Royon,  32 
L.R.A.  805. 

As  to  the  effect,  on  estates  in  reversion  or 
remainder  of  tax  sale  during  the  existence 
of  a  life  estate,   see  note  to   Ferguson  v. 
Qninn,  33  L.R.A.  083. 
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assessment  and  delinquency  in  the  name  of 
William  F.  Callihan  and  wife.  It  had  been 
conveyed  in  1873  to  James  Stewart,  trustee, 
by  the  father  of  Callihan  for  the  exclusive 
use  and  benefit  of  Callihan  and  his  wife, 
Penelope  Jane,  during  their  natural  lives  or 
the  life  of  either  of  them.  Upon  the  death 
of  both  of  these  parties,  the  remainder  in 
the  trustee  was  to  cease  and  determine,  and 
the  deed  then  vested  title  to  that  remainder 
in  the  surviving  children  of  the  body  of 
Callihan.  The  deed  was  in  consideration  of 
love  and  affection.  Since  the  date  of  'this 
conveyance  Callihan  and  his  wife  had  been 
in  possession  of  the  land.  She  died  in  1903, 
and  he  continued  to  use  and  occupy  his  life 
estate  therein.  He  failed  to  make  redemp- 
tion from  the  tax  sale  within  the  year  from 
its  date.  He  was  relying  upon  one  of .  his 
sons  to  attend  to  the  matter  of  these  taxes, 
but  tde  son  neglected  to  do  so.  Flora  Rus- 
sell, one  of  his  children,  with  her  husband, 
Calvin  Russell,  some  time  before  the  ex- 
piration of  that  year,  sought  the  tax  pur- 
chasers and  began  and  continued  npgotia- 
tions  with  them  to  the  effect  that,  on  the 
day  before  the  time  to  redeem  would  expire. . 
Calvin  Russell  secured  from  them  the  fol- 
lowing writing: 

Rec'd  from  Calvin  Russell  $00,  for  which 
we  have  entered  into  an  agreement  with  him 
to  take  tax  deed  and  convey  such  title  as 
we  get  for  Callihan  land.  In  case  said  land 
is  redeemed  and  we  are  prevented  from  tak- 
ing tax  deed,  we  are  to  return  to  him  the 
above  sum.    This  Jan.  11,  1002. 

•   Wm.  T.  George. 
S.  A.  Moore. 

On  the  6th  day  of  February,  1903,  Moore 
and  George  obtained  a  tax  deed  for  the  land, 
pursuant  to  their  purchase  at  sheriff's  sale. 
Then  Flora  Russell  again  visited  them,  and 
they  delivered  to  her  a  deed  conveying  the 
land  to  her  husband,  dated  March  21,  1903. 
After  consulting  with  counsel,  she  placed 
this  deed  on  record.  Her  father  visited 
Moore  and  George  and  offered  to  redeem  the 
land,  at  the  very  time  she  was  there  seeking 
the  deed.  His  offer  to  redeem  was  refused, 
and  the  dealings  with  Mrs.  Russell  and  her 
husband  were  consummated. 

Callihan  and  four  of  his  children  there- 
upon sought  redress  by  this  suit  in  equity 
against  the  title  which  was  obtained  in  the 
name  of  Calvin  Russell  from  Moore  and 
George.  There  are  some  features  of  the  bill 
and  amended  bill  that  we  need  not  extensive- 
ly notice.  They  are  not  sufficient  in  their 
allegations  to  support  an  attack  upon  the 
validity  of  the  tax  sale  to  Moore  and 
George.  The  allegations  of  these  bills  are- 
sufficient,  however,  to  show  that  the  trans- 
action between  Flora  Russell  and  her  hus- 
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band  and  the  holdera  of  the  tax  purchase 
-was  in  fact  a  redemption  of  the  land  from 
the  tax  sale,  and  that  Kuch  rememption 
must  be  held  to  operate  for  the  benefit  of 
the  plaintiffs  and  the  other  children  of  Calli- 
han.  Calvin  Russell  answered  and  relied 
upon  his  deed  from  Moore  and  Oeorge.  Upon 
the  hearing  on  the  pleadings  and  proofs,  the 
court  denied  relief  to  plaintiffs  and  dis- 
missed the  bill.    We  have  this  appeal. 

The  evidence  does  not  support  the  theory 
upon  which  plaintiffs  originally  founded 
their  case, — that  Flora  Russell  represented 
to  Moore  and  Qeorge  that  she  was  taking 
over  the  tax  purchase  for  the  bcr.eUt  of  all 
who  were  interested  in  the  land,  and  that 
the  deed  to  her  husband  must  therefore  be 
held  to  be  in  trust  for  such  persons.  But 
the  evidence  does  support  that  to  which  the 
plaintiffs  are  plainly  entitled  upon  facts  ap- 
pearing in  the  bill  and  amended  bill,  and 
which  is  obtainable  under  the  prayer  for 
general  relief.  It  supports  the  right  of 
plaintiffs  to  have  the  payment  made  by 
Flora  Russell  and  her  husband  to  the  hold- 
ers of  the  tax  purchase,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  limit  to  redeem,  declared  to  be 
in  full  and  complete  redemption  of  the  land 
from  the  tax  sale  for  the  benefit  of  the  life 
tenant  acd  remaindermen. 

From  the  evidence,  it  cannot  be  gainsaid 
that  Flora  Russell  and  her  husband,  acting 
wholly  upon  her  right  as  owner  of  an  inter- 
est in  the  land,  secured  the  receipt  for  the 
payment,  whereby  a  deed  was  made  to  her 
husband.  Nor  can  it  be  gainsaid  that  this 
transaction  occurred  before  the  expiration 
of  the  limit  for  redemption.  The  receipt 
shows  that  it  was  within  the  time.  Calvin 
Uussell  produces  that  receipt  with  his  an- 
swer. And  specific,  undenied  testimony 
shows  that  Flora  Russell  and  her  husband 
used  the  right  to  redeem  to  which  she  was 
entitled,  as  the  power  whereby  they  induced 
Moore  and  George  to  agree  to  convey  the 
land  to  her  husband  for  the  small  sum  of 
$U0.  It  was  only  that  right  that  caused 
Moore  and  George  to  accept  an  insignificant 
sum  for  a  valuable  farm.  Flora  Russell  and 
her  husband  were  on  most  unfriendly  terms 
with  her  father.  They  set  out  to  defeat  his 
interest  in  the  land  by  this  transaction. 
The  so-called  purchase  was  made  in  the 
name  of  the  husband  solely  to  oust  the  other 
owners  of  the  land  from  their  interests.  It 
was  made  within  the  time  to  redeem,  on 
the  strength  of  the  right  to  redeem,  and  in 
bad  faith  to  those  in  privity  of  ownership 
with  them.  These  pertinent  facts  stand  out 
boldly  from  the  evidence  as  a  whole.  Mark 
you,  it  is  shown  that  the  tax  purchasers 
were,  by  Flora  Russell  and  her  husband, 
given  flatly  to  understand  that  they  must 
deal  with  them  before  the  year  expired; 
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that  if  they  did  not  do  so  she  would  ledeen. 
She  and  her  husband  would  not  permit 
Moore  and  George  to  become  absolute  bold 
ers  of  the  title.  The  testimony  of  Moore  it 
concisely  in  point.  It  is  uncontradicted. 
He  says:  "Just  before  the  expiration  of  the 
year,  dating  from  the  time  of  the  purchase 
of  the  land  at  Sheriff's  sale,  Mrs.  Calm 
Russell  called  on  me  in  relation  to  the  re- 
demption of  this  land.  As  I  remember  it, 
we  finally  agreed  to  let  her  redeem  the  land, 
but  told  her  we  preferred  taking  a  deed 
for  it,  and  then  dealing  with  her,  which  she 
wo\iId  not  consent  to.  Afterward,  her  hus- 
band came,  and  possibly  she  accompanied 
him,  I  am  not  sure  as  to  this,  and  stated 
that  the  deed  must  be  made  to  him.  As  I 
recollect  it,  either  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Russell, 
stated  that  it  had  been  ascertained  from 
their  attorney  that  any  convej-ance  to  or 
redemption  of  this  land  by  Mrs.  Russell 
would  not  serve  their  purpose,  inasmuch  u 
such  conveyance,  or  redemption,  would  he 
for  the  benefit  of  all  the  heirs.  Finally  the 
deed  or  quitclaim  was  made,  as  I  now  re- 
member it,  to  Calvin  Russell,  for  a  consid- 
eration of  $00  in  hand  paid." 

So,  we  have  seen.  Flora  Russell  relied  up- 
on her  right  to  redeem.  Ami  that  which  shs 
and  her  husband  brought  about  by  their  de- 
pendence upon  the  right  of  redamptiOB  must 
be  considered  a  redemption.  It  was  tha  la« 
whereby  she  could  redeem  that  gave  her 
husband  the  deed  which  he  holds.  That  deed 
was  obtained  solely  by  the  use  of  her  rigtit 
to  redeem.  The  evidence  as  to  this  fact  it 
decisive.  Therefore,  it  must  partake  of  the 
character  of  that  which  gave  it  birth, — re- 
demption. Since  it  was  born  of  redemption, 
it  is  redemption.  And  it  was  produced  by 
the  exercise  of  a  right,  which  right,  whea 
exercised,  must  he  beneficial  to  all  int«r<ated 
in  the  ownership  of  the  land.  Kven  if  it  be 
true  that  tlie  remainderman  owes  no  duty 
to  the  life  tenant  to  pay  the  taxes,  still  tba 
remainderman  owes  a  duty  to  himself  and  his 
coremaindermen  to  redeem.  But  be  can- 
not exercise  redemption  without  its  inuring 
to  the  benefit  of  the  life  tenant.  Redemp- 
tion in  such  case  inures  to  the  benefit  of 
the  life  tenant,  since  the  remainderman  «a 
only  redeem  the  estate  as  a  whole.  Our  law 
provides  for  no  redemption  of  a  mere  inter- 
est, except  as  to  persons  who  liave  been  wi- 
der disability.  Flora  Russell  having  an 
interest  in  remainder,  therefore,  could  not 
rely  upon  her  right  to  redeem,  and  virtually 
exercise  it,  without  Dhe  act's  inuring  to  th< 
benefit  of  the  life  tenant  and  tlie  other  re- 
maindermen. "It  may  oft<>B  happen  that 
one,  to  redeem  his  own  interest,  is  eoia- 
pelled  to  redeem  for  others  also,  and  it  may 
seem  reasonable  to  him  that  under  such 
circumstances  he  should  acquire  the  title. 
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But  the  law  which  g^ves  him  a  privilege  of 
redemption  will  not  suffer  him  to  convert 
it  into  a  privilege  of  purcliase;  and  what- 
ever form  the  transaction  may  assume  as 
between  him  and  the  tax  purchaser,  the  law 
will  hold  it  to  be  in  fact  a  redemption.  The 
remedy  of  the  party  redeeming  under  sueh 
circumatances  will  be  to  call  upon  the  other 
party  or  parties  interested  for  such  re- 
imbursement or  contribution  as  under  the 
facts  would  be  equitable."  Cooley,  Taxn.  p. 
1052. 

Besides,  good  faith  and  fairness  between 
those  Jin  privity  in  the  ownership  of  the 
Umd,  demanded  that  Flora  Russell  redeem 
the  land,  since  it  appears  that  she  knew  of 
the  delinquency  in  time  to  redeem,  and  the 
others  in  interest  either  had  no  knowledge 
or  were  allowing  time  to  steal  upon  them 
and  io  deprive  them  of  their  estate.  She 
did  not  call  to  their  attention  the  delinquen- 
cy. Yet,  instead  of  doing  that  which  good 
conscience  and  fairness  demanded,  she  and 
her  hosbaod  sought  to  take  advantage  of 
the  ignorance  or  oversight  of  those  to  whom 
they  at  least  owed  the  duty  of  fairness.  For 
a  month  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  in 
which  redemption  could  be  made,  they  were 
secretly  contriving  to  get  title  to  the  land 
by  the  force  of  the  right  to  redeem.  And 
after  they  Imd  secured  the  so-called  pur- 
chase. Flora  Kussell  in  person  was  secretly 
perfecting  it  by  seeking  a  deed  at  the  very 
time  ber  old  father  was  in  the  same  house 
asking  the  tax  purchasers  to  take  from  him 
the  amount  due  as  for- a  redemption.  She 
admits  that  she  heard  his  offer,  but  that  she 
did  not  disclose  her  presence  to  him.  The 
mere  fact  that  the  time  for  redemption  had 
expired  does  not  excuse  ber.  It  had  not 
expired  when  she  and  her  husband  put  on 
foot  the  securing  of  the  advantage  she  was 
then  consammating  in  the  name  of  her  bus- 
band.  The  use  of  the  name  of  the  husband 
in  the  transaction  is  a  badge  of  their  secret- 
ly contriving  to  obtain  an  advantage. 
Equity  frowns  upon  such  advantage  as  has 
here  been  taken,  and  will  readily  relieve 
therefrom. 

There  is  close  privity  of  ownership  be- 
tween the  remainderman  and  the  life  tenant. 
Here  it  arises  from  a  conveyance,  based  on 
love  and  affection,  made  by  an  ancestor  for 
the  mutual  benefit  of  his  children  for  life 
and  their  children  after  them.  Those  en- 
titled ov.-e  a  common  allegiance  to  the  deed 
and  are  in  equity  bound  to  observe  the  true 
intents  and  purposes  of  the  conveyance.  A 
duty  arises,  from  the  acceptance  of  the  bene- 
fits, to  observe  the  wishes  of  the  grantor 
from  whom  those  benefits  come.  Thus,  in 
reality  a  relation  of  confidence  exists  be- 
tween the  life  tenant  and  the  remainderman. 
In  consideration  of  the  common  source  of 
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their  estates,  the  common  conveyance  vest- 
ing those  estates,  and  the  origin,  character, 
and  purposes  of  that  conveyance,  the  parties 
do  in  fact  owe  to  each  other  the  duty  of 
mutual  protection  of  their  respective  estates 
vested  thereunder.  It  would  be  manifestly 
inequitable  to  permit  the  remainderman  to 
become  a  purchaser  at  tax  sale  so  as  to  oust 
the  life  tenant  and  thereby  frustrate  the 
very  scheme  of  the  conveyance  under  which 
tliat  remainderman'  is  entitled.  True,  it  is 
the  duty  primarily  of  the  life  tenant  to  pay 
the  taxes.  Under  our  law  they  are  assessed 
to  him.  But,  if  the  taxes,  through  over- 
sight or  delay,  are  not  paid  by  the  life  ten- 
ant, and  the  remainderman  purchases  at 
tax  sale  or  acquires  a  tax  purchase  arising 
from  the  default,  the  law  presumes  that  his 
act  was  only  a  payment  of  the  taxes.  It 
was  his  duty  either  to  pay  thorn  and  obtain 
reimbursement  from  the  life  tenant  or  to 
remind  the  life  tenant  of  bis  delinquency. 
The  equity  of  the  situation  imposes  the  duty 
to  do  one  of  these  things.  The  privity  to 
which  we  have  referred  imposes  this  duty. 
The  protection  of  related  estates  demands 
that  the  remainderman  perform  it.  By 
violation  of  this  duty,  he  could  no  more  de- 
vest the  life  tenant  than  the  life  tenant 
could  devest  the  remainderman  by  neglect 
of  duty  as  to  the  taxes.  Here  is  involved 
virtually  the  same  principle  that  applies  as 
between  cotenonts,  joint  tenants,  or  tenants 
in  common,  and  all  other  persons  standing 
in  a  relation  of  privity  or  confidence.  Cain 
v.  Brown,  64  W.  Va.  050,  46  S.  E.  679,  and 
other  cases;  13  Enc.  Digest  Va.  &  W.  Va. 
Reports,  138  and  130.  The  principal  springs 
from  a  relation  of  privity  or  confidence,  it 
demands  the  performance  of  a  duty  arising 
from  relationship.  This  duty  makes  it 
inequitable  as  between  the  life  tenant  and 
remainderman  that  one  should  buy  a  tax 
title  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other.  And 
where  he  does  buy,  the  act  operates  only  as 
a  payment  or  redemption.  Cooley,  Taxn. 
905,  1052,  1053.  "If  the  circumstances  of 
the  particular  transaction  are  such  that  it 
would  be  contrary  to  the  recognized  rules 
of  law,  or  of  equity,  as  between  the  pur- 
chaser and  the  holder  of  the  existing  title, 
that  the  former  should  make  the  purchase, 
it  will  not  be  allowed  to  prevail,  but  will  be 
treated  as  a  mere  mode  of  payment."  Black, 
Tax  Titles,  §  276.  One  is  precluded  from 
making  a  tax  purchase  where  there  is  some- 
thing in  the  circumstances  of  the  case  which 
renders  it  inequitable,  as  between  himself 
and  the  bolder  of  the  existing  title,  for  hiiu 
to  become  the  purchaser.  So  says  Judge 
Cooley  in  Blackwood  v.  Van  Vleit,  30  Mich. 
118.  In  the  case  now  before  us,  we  clearly 
observe  that  which  is  so  manifestly  inequit- 
able that  it  precludes  Calvin  Russell  from 
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relying  upon  the  purclmse  mnde  in  his  name 
from  Moore  and  George.  That  deed  is  the 
result  of  the  effort  of  Flora  Russell,  who 
was  under  a  duty  to  the  life  tenant  arising 
from  a  relation  of  privity  and  its  attend- 
ing confidence,  to  add  to  her  title  through 
a  failure  to  regard  the  duty.  Her  trans- 
actions in  the  premises  gave  her  and  her 
husband  no  better  title.  In  equity  it  is  a 
mere  redemption.  "One  who  is  under  any 
legal  or  moral  obligation  to  pay  taxes  on 
land  cannot,  by  neglecting  to  pay  the  same, 
and  allowing  the  land  to  be  sold  in  conse- 
quence of  such  neglect,  add  to  or  strengthen 
.his  title,  either  by  purchasing  at  the  sale 
himself,  or  sulTcriiig  a  stranger  to  buy  and 
then  purchasing  from  him."  State  v.  Eddy, 
41  W.  Va.  96,  23  S.  E.  629. 

The  ti-ustee,  James  Stewart,  in  the  light 
of  the  conclusion  tiiat  we  have  expressed.  Is 
not  an  indispensable  party  to  this  cause. 
He  is  merely  a  passive  trustee  holding  the 
legal  title  of  the  life  tenant.  Since  the  life 
tenant  may  redeem,  unquestionably  the  life 
tenant  may  also  maintain  a  bill  to  redeem. 
Defendants  were  entitled  originally  to  have 
the  trustee  brought  in  as  a  party,  so  that, 
in  case  they  successfully  defended  against  a 
demand  of  the  life  tenant  to  redeem,  the 
trustee  would  be  precluded  from  again  liti- 
gating the  same  issue  by  a  like  demand  on 
his  part.  But,  as  we  view  it,  the  cause  is 
plainly  for  plaintiffs,  and  the  absence  of 
the  trustee  as  a  party  cannot  prejudice  de- 
fendants, since  he  could  never  claim  re- 
demption now  that  it  is  granted  the  party 
whom  he  represents.  An  adjudication  of 
the  fact  of  redemption  in  favor  of  the  life 
tenant  forever  precludes  him  from  seeking 
the  same.  The  failure  to  make  the  trustee 
a  party  was  not  originally  relied  upon  in 
the  court  below.  Owing  to  our  conclusion 
in  the  case,  this  failure  now  does  no  harm. 
And  what  we  have  said  relative  to  the  fail- 
ure to  make  this  trubtee  a  party  applies 
with  equal  force  as  to  the  failure  to  have  be- 
fore the  court  all  of  those  entitled  as  re- 
maindermen. Since  redemption  took  place, 
a  decree  to  this  effect  will  operate  also  for 
the  benefit  of  remaindermen  who  are  not 
parties,  and  therefore,  they  can  never  claim 
redemption  by  a  suit  on  their  own  behalf. 
And  certainly  there  is  now  no  necessity  to 
have  them  before  the  court  so  that  they 
might  be  precluded  by  a  decision  contrary 
to  tlie  one  we  reach. 

The  decree  dismissing  the  bills  of  plain- 
tiffs will  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  will  be 
remanded,  with  directions  that  a  decree  be 
entered  therein  according  to  the  principles 
herein  announced,  declaring  that  Flora  Rus- 
sell has  redeemed  the  land  from  the  tax 
sale,  declaring  that  redemption  to  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  plaintiffs,  svttiiig  a.idc  the 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


tax  deed  which  was  obtained  by  Moore  and 
George  after  the  date  of  such  redemptioi, 
setting  aside  the  deed  made  by  them  to  Ctl- 
vin  Russell,  refunding  to  Flora  EoskII 
from  the  amount  tendered  and  deposited  br 
the  plaintiffs  in  this  cause  the  actual  >am 
that  she  should  have  paid  the  tax  par- 
chasers  as  for  a  redemption  of  the  land,  ud 
refunding  to  plaintiffs  the  residn«  of  the 
amount  of  their  deposit. 

Note  by  Brannon,  J.:       •---..  . 

While  I  do  not  find  authority  to  pointedlj 
sustain  the  doubt  which  I  feel,  I  must  sit 
I  doubt  the  right  to  take  from  the  tax  pur- 
chaser the  life  estate.  The  decision  leemi 
jtist,  but  how  as  to  the  law?  The  re- 
mainderman owes  no  duty  to  the  life  tenant 
to  pay  taxes;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  life 
tenant  owes  it  to  the  remainderman  to  paj, 
and,  .if  the  land  is  lost,  the  remaindernuu 
can  hold  him  liable  for  default  where  tie 
sale  in  the  life  tenant's  name  passes  tke 
fee.  33  L.R.A.  695.  The  decision  lets  tbe 
life  tenant  teke  the  benefit  of  his  own  de- 
fault. The  law  is  that  anyone  may  buy  at  i 
tax  sale,  who  owes  no  duty  to  pay  the  tan^ 
It  will  be  understood  that  I  admit  that  pur- 
chase by  one  cotenant  in  the  remainder  is 
for  alL 
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KATE  a  TUOMASi  Impleaded,  etc.,  Appt, 

▼. 
WILLIAM  S.  WOODS,  Trustee,  etc,  of 
Kansas    City    Coal    &    Coke    Compsnj', 
Bankrupt,  et  al. 

(97  C.  C.  A.  536,  173  Fed.  586.) 

Ba'nkruptcy  —  review  —  appeal  —  settle 
inent  of  claims. 

1.  Appeal  is  the  proper  remedy  to  revie* 
a  decree  of  a  bankruptcy  court  disallowing 
at  the  suit  of  a  trustee  of  a  bankrupt  cor- 
poration the  claim  of  the  wife  of  one  of  its 
members  to  dower  in  lands  held  in  his  in- 


Kote.  —  Effect  of  hankruptoif  on  doteer 
rights  of  harHarupt'a  wife. 

The  section  of  the  bankruptey  act  of 
1898  (§  8)  referred  to  in  the  above  «*« 
provides  that  the  death  or  insanity  of  tk 
bankrupt  shall  not  abate  the  proceeding, 
provided  that  in  case  of  death  the  viio-s 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  righU  of  dower  6xfi 
by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  the  bankrupt't 
residence.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  cos- 
elusion  reached  in  Thomas  ▼.  Woods  as  to 
the  effect  of  §  8  of  the  bankruptcy  act  n{ 
1898  upon  dower  rights  is  based  upon  ll"' 
theory  that  the  character  of  the  dower  rii;-it 
is  such  that  it  is  unaffected  by  bankruptcy 
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dividual  name,  but  alleged  to  belong,  to  the 

corporation. 

Same  —  territorial  Jurisdiction  of  coni't. 

2.  That  property  of  a  bankrupt  is  located 
in  a  district  other  than  that  in  which  bajik- 
ruptcy  proceedings  against  him  are  instit- 
uted, does  not  prevent  the  court's  determin- 
ing all  liens  and  interests  affecting  it. 
Same  —  law  of  place  ^  dower  rights. 

3.  The  laws  of  the  state  where  the  land  of 
a  bankrupt  is  situated  will  govern  the  right 
of  his  wife  to  dower,  notwithstanding  the 
proviso  in  §  8  of  the  bankruptcy  act  that, 
m  case  of  the  death  of  the  bankrupt,  the 
widow  shall  be  entitled  to  all  rights  of  dow- 
er fixed  by  the  law  of  the  state  of  the  bank- 
rupt's residence. 

Same  —  uniform    operation    of    law  — 
dower. 

4.  The  constitutional  requirement  that 
bankruptcy  statutes  shall  have  a  uniform 
operation  throughout  the  United  States 
does  not  prevent  the  question  of  the  right 
to  dower  in  the  property  of  the  bankrupt 


being  settled  by  the  statutes  of  the  states 
where  the  property  is  situated. 
Same  —  power  of  Congress. 

S.  Congress  has  no  power  to  terminate 
the  dower  rights  existing  under  state  laws, 
upon  the  bankruptcy  of  the  husband. 

(Riner,  District  Judge,  dissents.), 

(September  11,  1009.) 

APPEAL  by  Kate  S.  Thomas  from  an 
order  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  District  of  Kansas 
disallowing  her  claim  to  dower  in  certain 
lands  and  perpetually  enjoining  her  from 
further  prosecuting  an  action  brought  to 
establish  such  rights  in  an  action  brought 
to  quiet  title  to  certain  alleged  assetsy  in- 
cluding such  lands,  of  the  Kansas  City  Coal 
&  Coke  Company,  bankrupt.    Reversed. 

Statement  by  Amldon,  District  Judge: 


proceedings,  even  in  the  absence  of  a  pro- 
vision especially  protecting  it. 

Decisions  upon  this  point  handed  down 
before  the  enactment  of  the  law  of  1898 
bear  out  this  theory.  Thus  it  was  h^ld  in 
Re  Angier,  4  Nat  Bankr.  R.  Reg.  199,  Fed. 
Cos.  No.  388  (decided  under  act  of  1807 
which  contained  no  express  provision  on 
the  subject),  that  proceedings  in  bank- 
ruptcy do  not  devest  the  bankrupt's  wife 
of  her  dower  interest  in  his  property,  and 
an  assignee  in  bankruptcy  cannot  convey 
a  valid  title,  where  the  dower  rights  have 
not  been  provided  for. 
'  And  it  was  held  in  Re  Hester,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  6,437,  also  decided  while  the  act  ol 
1867  was  in  force,  that  where  a  man  dies 
subsequent  to  the  beginning  of  bankruptcy 
proceedings,  his  wife  is  entitled  under  the 
common-law  right,  to  dower  in  her  hus- 
band's property  in  the  hands  of  the  as- 
signee. 

In  Warlord  t.  Noble,  0  Biss.  320,  2  Fed. 
202;  Roberts  v.  Shroyer  08  Ind.  64; 
KetchuAi  y.  Schicketanz,  73  Ind.  137;  Keck 
V.  Noble,  80  Ind.  1, — all' decided  under  the 
act  of  1867, — it  was  held  that  a  woman 
becomes  entitled  to  one  third  of  her  hus- 
band's lands  or  equitable  interests  in  land 
upon  the  transfer  of  his  property  to  an  as- 
signee in  bankruptcy,  where  she  is  given  by 
statute  an  inchoate  interest  in  one  third  of 
the  real  estate  of  which  her  husband  may 
have  been  seised  at  any  time  during  Uie 
marriage,  and  also  of  all  lands  in  which  he 
had  an  equitable  interest,  and  there  is  fur- 
ther statutory  provision  declaring  that  in 
all  cases  of  judicial  sales  of  real  property 
the  dower  interest  of  the.  wife  shall  become 
absolute  as  upon. the  death  of  her  husband, 
and  transfers  to  assignees  in  bankruptcy 
have  been  held  judicial  sales. 
•  In  Worcester  v.  Clark,  2  Grant,  Cas.  84, 
it  was  held  that  the  sale  of  a  bankrupt's 
real  estate  by  his  assignee,  under  tlie  act 
of  1841,  did  not  devest  the  widow's  right  of 
Z9  J..RJV.(N.S.) 


dower;  but  the  decision  was  controlled  by 
a  section  in  the  act  providing  that  notliing 
therein  contained  should  be  construed  to 
annul,  destroy,  or  impair  any  lawful  rights 
of  married  women.  The  judge  delivering 
the  opinion  said  that  but  for  this  proviso 
he  would  have  no  difficulty  in  holding  that 
a  sale  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  in  bank- 
ruptcy would,  like  a  sheriff's  sale,  by  vir- 
tue of  a  judgment  or  a  mortgage,  bar  doVrcr 
rights. 

The  dictum  in  Worcester  t.  Clark,  supra, 
to  the  effect  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  sav- 
ing clause,  a  sale  in  bankruptcy  would  bar 
dower,  was  expressly  overruled  in  Porter 
v.  Lazear,  109  U.  S.  84,  27  L.  ed.  86S,  3 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  S8,  which  was  also  a  Penn- 
sylvania case.  The  court  held  that  an  as- 
signment in  bankruptcy,  and  a  sale  by  the 
assignee  under  order  of  the  court,  did  not 
bar  the  dower  rights  of  the  bankrupt's 
widow.  Referring  to  the  proviso  which  con- 
trolled the  decision  in  the  Clark  Case,  the 
court  said  that  it  was  not  "in  the  nature  of 
an  exception  to  or  restriction  upon  the 
operative  words  of  the  act,  but  was  a  mere 
declaration,  inserted  for  greater  caution,  of 
the  construction  which  Uie  act  must  have 
received  without  any  such  proviso,  and  that 
the  omission  of  the  proviso  in  the  recent 
bankrupt  act  does  not  enlarge  the  effect  of 
the  assignment  or  of  the  sale  in  bankruptcy, 
so  as  to  include  lawful  rights  which  belong 
not  to  the  bankrupt,  but  to  his  wife." 

In  Re  Forbes,  7  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  42  de- 
cided since  the  enactment  of  the  bankruptcy 
law  of  1898,  it  was  held  that  the  wife  of  a 
bankrupt  is  entitled  to  the  value  of  her  con- 
tingent right  of  dower  upon  the  sale  of  her 
husband's  real  estate.  As  to  the  provision 
of  the  act  relating  to  dower,  the  court 
said;  "Section  8  of  the  bankruptcy  act 
provides  that,  in  case  of  the  death  of  the 
bankrupt,  the  widow  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  rights  of  dower  fixed  by  the  laws  of  the 
stjit^   of   the  bfmkrupt's   residence.     While 
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The  Kansas  City  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
was  a  corporation  organized  under  the  laws 
of  Kansas  by  Charles  J.  Devlin  and  William 
E.  Thomas,  who  held  its  entire  capital  stock. 
Its  principal  place  of  business  was  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  where  it  maintained 
extensive  coal  yards  situated  upon  the  real 
property  inyolved  in  this  proceeding.  The 
title  to  the  property  was  taken  in  the  name 
of  Devlin  and  Thomas,  each  taking  an  un- 


divided one-half  interest.  The  corporation, 
Devlin,  and  Thomas  have  been  sererallT 
adjudged  bankrupts  in  the  United  States 
district  court  for  the  district  of  Kansas, 
and  their  estates  are  now  in  hands  of  trus- 
tees duly  appointed  in  those  proceediigi 
The  trustee  of  the  corporation,  William  S. 
Woods,  filed  a  petition  in  the  court  of  bank- 
ruptcy against  the  other  trustees  and 
parties  claiming  under  Devlin  and  Thooui, 


the  act  does  not  expressly  make  provision 
for  the  wife's  inchoate  right  of  dower,  it 
may  be  fairly  inferred  that  she  is  entitled 
to  it.  Under  the  act  of  1867  it  was  recog- 
nized." Reference  to  the  act  of  1867  is 
made  apparently  because  that  act  contained 
no  provision  similar  to  S  8  of  the  act  of 
1898. 

And  so  in  Re  ShaefTer,  105  Fed.  352,  it 
was  held  that  the  sale  of  a  bankrupt's  real- 
ty would  not  bar  his  wife's  dower.  As  to 
the  effect  of  §  8  of  the  act  of  1808  upon 
this  decision,  note  the  following  from  tlie 
opinion:  "Even  if  the  reasoning  of  the  de- 
cision in  Porter  v.  Lazear,  which  was  made 
under  the  act  of  1867,  should  be  regarded 
as  inapplicable  now, — a  position  to  which 
I  do  not  assent, — §  8  of  the  act  of  1898  ex- 
pressly saves  the  wife's  inchoate  right  of 
dower,  and  such  a  provision  was  not  found 
in  the  preceding  act." 

Previous  to  the  enactment  of  g  8  of  the 
bankruptcy  act  of  1808,  it  was'  held  that 
onb  who  has  parted  with  all  his  interest 
in  lauds  by  virtue  of  an  assignment  in  bank- 
ruptcy previous  to  his  death  does  not  die 
"seised  and  possessed  of  the  same,"  within 
the  meaning  of  a  statute  allowing  dower 
only  in  lands  of  which  a  husband  is  seised 
and  possessed  at  the  time  of  his  death,  so 
as  to  entitle  his  widow  to  dower.  Bostick 
V.  Jordan,  7  Heisk.  370. 

And  in  Kelly  v.  Strange,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
7,676,  apparently  in  view  of  the  court's 
position  that  an  attempt  by  the  state  legis- 
lature to  repeal  a  statute  requiring  seizure 
and  possession  at  the  time  of  death,  was 
unconstitutional  as  against  debts  contracted 
prior  to  the  repealing  act — it  was  held 
that  a  woman  was  entitled  to  no  dower 
rights  in  her  husband's  real  property  dur- 
ing his  lifetime,  because  of  his  being  ad- 
judged a  bankrupt. 

Even  under  §  8  of  the  bankruptcy  act  of 
1898,  there  is  a  question  as  to  the  effect 
of  bankruptcy  upon  the  right  to  dower 
where,  by  the  state  law,  dower  attaches 
only  to  land  of  which  the  husband  dies 
seised  and  possessed. 

Thus,  in  Re  Slack,  111  Fed.  523,  the  dower 
interest  was  fixed  by  the  law  of  Vermont, 
which  allowed  the  right  only  as  to  land  of 
which  the  husband  died  seised,  and  it  was 
held  that  the  intention  of  the  act  was  to 
leave  or  give  to  the  widow  the  same  share 
of  the  estate  while  it  was  in  the  custody 
of  the  law  that  would  be  fixed  for  her  by 
the  state  law  if  it  had  remained  in  the 
bankrupt  while  he  lived;  the  bankrupt  be- 
ing still  seised  in  his  own  right,  within 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  meaning  of  the  state  law,  of  what  wooM 
be  subject  to  the  right  of  the  widow  nndrr 
the  bankrupt  law. 

This  was  the  view  taken  also  by  Jod^ 
Adams  in  a  dissenting  opinion  in  Re  Me- 
Kenzie,  73  C.  C.  A.  483,  142  Fed.  383,  where 
the  state  statute  allowed  dower  rights  in 
the  personal  property  of  which  a  husband 
died  seised.  The  prevailing  opinion  in  this 
case  held  that  an  adjudication  in  bank- 
ruptcy caused  the  personal  property  of  Uw 
bankrupt  to  vest  absolutely  in  the  trustet, 
so  that  the  death  of  tho  former  after  the 
adjudication  destroyed  the  dower  intere$; 
notwithstanding  the  provision  of  §  8  of 
the  bankruptcy  act.  However  the  vieir 
taken  by  Judge  Adams  on  this  point  seeim 
sound :  "It  is  inferentially  conceded  in  the 
opinion  of  the  majority,  and  in  my  opinion 
necessarily  so,  that,  in  the  absence  of  the 
proviso  to  S  Sa,  widows  could  assert  their 
statutory  rights  of  dower  in  the  periwna: 
property  of  their  bankrupt  husbands,  nfaa- 
ever  they  died  before  adjudication  in  bast 
ruptcy  against  them.  Until  adjudication, 
the  title  of  a  bankrupt  is  not  devested,  and 
until  then  his  seisin  or  possession  of  per- 
sonal property  is  not  disturbed.  Accord- 
ingly, his  death  at  any  time  pending  pro- 
ceedings  in  bankruptcy,  but  prior  to  ad- 
judication, under  the  authority  of  the  Ar- 
kansas cases  cited  in  the  majority  opinioa. 
would  not  have  deprived  his  widow  of  her 
dower  interest  in  his  personal  property, 
but,  the  contrary,  would  doubtless  ban 
conferred  upon  her  that  right.  The  pro- 
viso in  question,  therefore,  was  not  neces- 
sary to  enable  her  to  successfully  assert 
her  statutory  rights  in  case  of  the  death  of 
the  husband  at  any  time  before  adjadia- 
tion.  If  it  can  have  no  scope  for  operation 
after  adjudication,  as  declared  by  the  ma- 
jority, it  clearly  is  inoperative  and  idle." 

The  dower  right  which  a  woman  mar 
claim  in  the  lands  of  her  husband  upon  his 
going  into  bankruptcy  includes  an  intemt 
in  lands  which  she  joined  with  her  hosbaiiil 
in  conveying,  where  such  conveyance  »«» 
subsequently  set  aside  as  in  fraud  of  the 
bankrupt's  creditors.  Cox  y.  Wilder,  2  D:ll- 
46,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  3,308;  Hunger  ▼.  Perkia«. 
62  Wis.  499,  22  N.  W.  611. 

In  Parker  v.  Bleeke,  Cro.  Car.  5<W,  ooni 
missioners,  having  found  one  a  banknipt 
sold  his  copyhold  land,  and  the  bankrujit 
having  died  between  the  sale  and  admit- 
tance of  the  bargainee  by  th»  jard,  it  was 
held  that  the  bankrupt's  widow  was  not 
entitled  to  dower  in  such  copyhold  lands. 
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allf^ing  that  the  corporation  was  in  fact  the 
owner  of  the  real  property,  having  paid  the 
full  con»ideration  therefor,   and    that    the 
title  waa  taken  in  the  name  of  Devlin  and 
Thomas,  as  above  mentionud,  in  trust  for 
it.     Devlin  and  Thomas,  before  they  were 
adjudged  bankrupts,  made  several  convey- 
ances of  the  lots,  which  are  charged  in  the 
petition  to  have  been  given  in  fraud  of  the 
bankruptcy   law.     Mary  A.   J.  Devlin,  aa- 
other  of  the  defendants,    is    the    wife    of 
Charles  J.  Devlin,  and  it  is  alleged  that  she 
claims  rights  of  dower  in  the  property,  the 
title  to  which  stood  in  the  name  of  her  hus- 
band.    The    relief    asked    in    the    petition 
is  that  a  decree  be  entered  establishing  the 
title  of  Woods  as  trustee,  and  adjudging 
.  that  the  defendanU  have  no  right,  title,  or 
interest  in  the  property,  and  directing  its 
sale,  free  and  clear  of  all  liens  and  claims 
whatsoever.    The  defendant  Reeves,  as  trus- 
tee in  bankruptcy   for   Charles  J.   Devlin, 
filed  his  answer,  claiming  title  to  the  prop- 
erty, as  did  also  Frank  £.  Lewis,  as  trustee 
in  bankruptcy  for  W.  E.  Thomas.     Lewis 
also  filed  a  cross  bill,  asking  that  his  title 
to  the   property  standing  in  the  name  of 
Th(nnas  be  established  by  judgment  of  the 
court.    It  was  further  averred  in  the  cross- 
bill that  the  appellant  here,  Kate  S.  Thomas, 
the  wife  of  W.  E.  Thomas,  had  commenced 
a  suit  in  the  state  courts  of  Missouri  to 
have  her  contingent  right  of  dower  in  the 
property  standing  in  the  name  of  her  hus- 
band   adjudged    and    established,    thereby 
clouding  the  title  to  the  property  and  im- 
pairing its  value  as  an  asset  of  the  estate. 
An   injunction   was  nsked  restraining  the 
further  prosecution  of  this  suit.    Thereupon 
a  citation  was  issued  to  Mrs.  Tliomas,  re- 
quiring her  to  show  cause  why  the  injunc- 
tion should  not  be  granted.     She  appeared 
specially,  and  filed  a  plea  denying  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court,  either  over  her  person 
or  the  subject-matter  of    the    controversy. 
This  plea  was  heard  and  overruled.     She 
then  answered,  again  challenging  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court,    but    setting  up  her 
claim  of  dower,  and  asking  that,    if    the 
court  should  hold  that  it  had  jurisdiction, 
her  dower  interests  might  be  preserved.  The 
matter  was  heard  upon  this  answer  and  the 
cross  bill,  without  the  taking  of  evidence, 
and  it  was  adjudged    that    tlie    defendant 
Kate  S.  Thomas  liad  no  right  to  an  inchoate 
dower  interest,  or  otherwise,  in  any  of  the 
property  mentioned  in  the  cross  bill,  and  a 
permanent  injunction  was  issued  restrain- 
ing her  from  furtlier  prosecuting  the  action 
in  the  state  court.    Against  this  decree  Mrs. 
Tliomas  sued  out  the  prcstiit  appeal. 
26  L.R.A.(X.S.) 


Argued  before  Adams,  Circuit  Judge,  and 
Siner  and  Amidon,  District  Judges. 

Messrs.  W.  W.  Hooper  and  I.  D.  Hook, 
for  appellant: 

The  district  court  did  not  have  juris- 
diction. 

Bardes  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  378  U.  8.  624, 
44  L.  ed.  1175,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1000; 
Gregory  t.  Atkinson,  127  Fed.  183;  Good- 
nough  Mercantile  &,  Stock  Co.  v.  Galloway, 
166  Fed.  504;  White  v.  Schloerb,  178  U.  S. 
642,  44  L.  ed.  1183,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1007; 
Mueller  v.  Nugent,  184  U.  S.  1,  46  L.  ed. 
405,  22  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  200;  Bryan  v.  Bern- 
heimer,  181  U.  S.  188,  46  L.  ed.  814,  21 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  557. 

Under  the  statutes  and  decisions  of  Mis- 
souri, Mrs.  Thomas  is  entitled  to  dower. 

Grady  v.  McCorkle,  57  Mo.  172,  17  Am. 
Rep.  070;  Ellis  v.  Kyger,  90  Mo.  GOO,  3  S. 
W.  23;  Davis  v.  Green,  102  Mo.  170,  11 
L.R.A.  90,  14  S.  W.  878;  Hall  v.  Smith,  103, 
Mo.  289,  16  S.  W.  621;  Blevins  v.  Smith, 
104  M<^583,  13  L.R.A.  441,  10  8.  W.  213; 
McClanSlian  v.  Porter,  10  Mo.  740;  Davis 
V.  Evans,  J02  Mo.  164,  14  8.  W.  875;  Young 
v.  Thjasher,  01  Mo.  App.  418;  Long  v. 
Kansas  City  Stock- Yards  Co.  107  Mo.  298, 
28  Am.  St  Rep.  413,  17  S.  W.  660;  Flowers 
V.  Flowers,  80  Ga.  632,  18  L.R.A.  77,  16  S. 
E.  834;  Bishop  v.  Boyle,  0  Ind.  169,  68  Am. 
Dec.  616;  Dove  v.  Gather,  23  111.  640,  76  Am, 
Dec.  711;  Mark  v.  Murphy,  76  Ind.  634; 
ShaeiTer  v.  Weed,  8  111.  611;  Van  Vronker 
V.  Eastman,  7  Met.  361;  laege  v.  Bossieux, 
16  Gratt  105,  70  Am.  Dec.  189;  Pifer  t. 
Ward,  8  Blackf.  252;  Wright  v.  Tichenor, 
104  Ind.  386,  3  N.  E.  853;  Dunham  v.  Os- 
born,  1  Paige,  034;  Ayer  v.  Spring,  9  Mass. 
8;  Harrison  v.  Eldridge,  7  N.  J.  L.  392; 
Fleeson  v.  Nicholson,  Walk.  (Miss.)  247; 
Sharp  V.  Pettit,  1  Yeates,  389;  Ingram  v. 
Morris,  4  Harr.  (Del.)  Ill;  Dayton  v. 
Corser,  61  Minn.  406,  18  L.R.A.  80,  63  N.  W. 
717. 

Alienage  or  nonresidcnce  of  widow  is  no 
bar  to  dower  in  Missouri. 

Stokes  V.  O'Fallon,  2  Mo.  32;  14  Cyc. 
Law.  &  Proc.  pp.  886,  888;  Lamar  v.  Scott, 
3  Strobh.  L.  662 ;  Jones  v.  Gerock,  69  N.  C. 
(6  Jones,  Eq.)  100;  Mitchell  v.  Word,  60 
Ga.  625. 

The  bankruptcy  act  does  not  extinguish 
the  wife's  right  of  dower. 

Porter  v.  Lazear,  109  U.  S.  84,  27  L.  ed. 
805,  3  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  58;  Loveland,  Bankr. 
3d  ed.  pp.  481,  531;  Re  McKenzie,  132  Fed. 
988,  13  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  227,  affirmed  in  73 

C.  C.  A.  483,  142  Fed.  383,  35  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  679;  Collier,  Bankr.  6th  ed.  p.  119. 

Messrs.   Charles  Blood   Smitli,   Henry 

D.  Ashley,  WUIlam  S.  Gilbert,  and  Den- 
ton Dunn,  for  appellees: 

The  bankruptcy  court  has  exclusive  juris 
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diction  over  all  controversies  affecting  the 

property  of  the  bankrupt  in  its  possession. 

Loveland,  Bankr.  3d  ed.  §§  16a,  18,  pp. 

70,  71,  78,  03;  Mueller  v.  Nugent,  184  U.  8. 

1,  46  L.  ed.  405,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  269 ;  Whit- 
ney V.  Wenman,  198  U.  S.  539,  49  L.  ed. 
1157,  26  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  778. 

The  courts  of  bankruptcy  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  all  "proceedings  in  bank- 
ruptcy." 

Loveland,  Bankr.  §  18;  Re  Watts,  190  U. 
S.  1,  47  L.  ed.  033,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  718; 
Re  Knight,  125  Fed.  35;  Collier,  Bankr.  § 

2,  p.  25;  Re  Antigo  Screen  Door  Co.  50  C. 
C.  A.  248,  123  Fed.  240;  Re  McKenzie,  73 
C.  C.  A.  483,  142  Fed.  383 ;  Re  Anderson,  23 
Fed.  494;  Re  Reynolds,  11  ^m.  Bankr.  Rep. 
758,  127  Fed.  700;  Re  Chambers,  3  Am. 
Bankr.  Rep.  637,  08  Fed.  865;  Re  Russell, 
41  C.  C.  A.  323,  101  Fed.  248,  3  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  658. 

An  adjudication  in  bankruptcy  operates 
as  a  seizure  of  the  bankrupt's  property,  by 
which  it  is  taken  into  custddia  2e^  wher- 
ever situated  within  the  United  States,  and 
the  title  and  right  of  possession  passes  by 
operation  of  law  to  the  trustee  as  custodian 
for  the  court,  at  once  on  his  election  and 
qualification. 

Re  Schermerhorn,  76  C.  C.  A.  216,  145 
Fed.  341,  16  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  607;  Re 
Granite  City  Bank,  70  C.  C.  A.  316,  137  Fed. 
818. 

After  an  adjudication  in  bankruptcy,  a 
state  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to  determine 
any  rights  alTecting  the  bankrupt's  estate, 
and  any  judgment  it  may  render  it  is 
powerless  to  enforce. 

Re  Reynolds,  supra. 

The  bankrupt  court  of  the  bankrupt's 
residence  had  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  de- 
termine the  rights  of  the  bankrupt's  widow 
to  dower  in  the  lands. 

Hurley  v.  Devlin,  151  Fed.  910. 

Where  it  becomes  necessary,  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  property  in  a  bankrupt's 
estate  in  the  possession  of  tlie  trustee,  to 
bring  in  third  parties  for  the  purpose  of 
adjudicating  the  title  or  interest  of  such 
parties  in  that  property,  a  proceeding  insti- 
tuted by  the  trustee  to  that  end  is  not  a 
controversy  arising  in  bankruptcy,  but  is  a 
proceeding  in  bankruptcy  proper,  and  the 
decision  of  the  court  of  bankruptcy  in  such 
a  case  cannot  be  reviewed  on  appeal,  but 
may  be  on  a  petition  for  revision. 

Loveland,  Bankr.  3d  ed.  p.  878 ;  First  Nat. 
Bank  v.  Chicago  Title  4  T.  Co.  108  U.  S. 
280,  49  L.  ed.  1051,  25  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  093; 
Whitney  v.  Wenman,  198  U.  S.  639,  49  L. 
ed.  1157,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  778;  Re  Mc- 
Marhon,  77  C.  C.  A.  CU8,  147  Fed.  685; 
Morpin  V.  First  Nat.  Bank,  70  C.  C.  A.  230, 
145  Fed.  466. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Tlie  wife  of  the  Kansas  bankmpt  has  do 
inchoate  dower  interest  in  the  lands  formeT- 
ly  belonging  to  the  bankrupt,  located  in  the 
state  of  Missouri. 

Re  Stevens,  2  Biss.  373,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  13,- 
302;  Loveland,  Bankr.  3d  ed.  pp.  424,  S15; 
Re  Owings,  15  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  472;  Re 
McKenzie,  supra. 

Until  the  death  of  the  husband,  no  riglit 
vests  in  the  wife. 

Hatcher  v.  Buford,  60  Ark.  109,  27  L.R.A. 
507,  20  S.  W.  641;  Heisen  v.  Heisen,  145 
111.  658,  21  L.R.A.  434,  34  N.  E.  697;  Bon- 
foey  T.  Bonfoey,  100  Mich.  84,  58  N.  W. 
620;  Wittliaus  v.  Schack,  105  N.  Y.  336, 
11  N.  E.  640;  Re  Central  Park  Extension, 
16  Abb.  Pr.  60;  Henson  v.  Moore,  104  lU. 
403;  Goodkind  v.  Bartlett,  130  HI.  18,  26  N. 
E.  387;  Richards  v.  Bellingham  Bay  Land 
Co.  4  C.  C.  A.  290,  7  U.  S.  App.  404,  54  Fed.' 
211 ;  Lucas  V.  Sawyer,  17  Iowa,  521. 

Tlie  right  of  dower  i^  not  a  right  of  con- 
tract growing  out  of  the  marriage  relation, 
but  a  right  conferred  by  law,  which  can  be 
enlarged,  diminished,  or  entirely  takes 
away  by  law. 

Randall  v.  Kreiger,  23  Wall.  148,  23  L. 
ed.  125;  Scribner,  Dower,  pp.  1-24;  Rich- 
ards v.  Bellingham  Bay  Land  Co.  47  Fed. 
855,  4  C.  C.  A.  290,  7  U.  S.  App.  494,  54 
Fed.  210;  McNeer  v.  McNeor,  142  111.  400, 
10  L.R.A.  258,  32  N.  E.  681;  Guerin  v. 
Moore,  25  Minn.  464;  Chouteau  v.  Missouri 
P.  R.  Co.  322  Mo.  394,  22  S.  W.  458,  30  S. 
W.  299;  People's  Loan  &  Exch.  Bank  v. 
Garlington,  64  S.  C.  429,  71  Am.  St  Bep 
800,  32  S.  E.  513;  McNeer  v.  McNeer,  142 
HI.  398,  19  L.R.A.  256,  32  N.  E.  681 ;  Blain 
V.  Harrison,  11  111.  384;  Hoots  v.  Graham, 
23  111.  81;  Robins  v.  Kinzie,  46  111.  354;  i 
Bishop,  Married  Women,  §  42. 

Conceding  that  the  inchoate  dower  right 
rises  to  the  dignity  of  estate.  Congress  hu 
full  power  to  abolish  it,  and  has  done  so  by 
Uie  bankrupt  act 

Re  Jordan,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  7,514;  Hep- 
burn V.  Griswold,  8  Wall.  603,  19  L.  ed.  513; 
Re  Smith,  2  Woods,  468,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  12,- 
996;  Re  Jordan,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  7,515; 
Darling  v.  Berry,  4  McCrary,  470,  13  Fed. 
059;  Re  Beckerford,  1  Dill.  45.  Fed.  C»s. 
No.  1,209;  2  Loveland,  Bankr.  §  0. 

Amiiion,  District  Judge,  ch-livored  the 
opinion  of  tlie  court: 

At  the  outset  we  are  confronted  with  the 
question  which  has  become  a  part  of  nearly 
every  bankruptcy  cause  in  an  appellate 
court,  namely,  Should  the  review  have  been 
sought  by  appeal  or  petition?  The  con- 
fusion existing  on  this  subject  has  been 
frequently  confessed  by  the  courts.  Re  Me- 
Mahon,  77  C.  C.  A.  608,  147  Fed.  684;  Coder 
r.  Arts,  213  U.  8.  223,  232,  53  L.  ed.  7:2, 
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770,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Bpp.  430.  The  classiflca- 
tioii  of  mutters  in  bankruptcy  as  "proceed- 
iii);!i  in  bankruptcy"  and  "controversies  aris- 
ing in  bankruptcy  proceedings"  is  vej;ue  and 
in  actual  application  has  bewildered  the 
courts  and  the  legal  profession.  It  is  quite 
manifest  that,  when  the  decision  of  a  trial 
court  in  a  "bankruptcy  proceeding"  is 
brou<;;ht  under  review  in  an  appellate  court, 
it  presents  a  "controversy,"  and  of  necessity 
this  is  also  a  "controversy  arising  in  a 
bankruptcy  proceeding."  The  phrases, 
therefore,  upon  which  this  classification  is 
based,  are  tautological.  Again,  the  bank- 
ruptcy act  (act  July  1,  1808,  chap.  541,  30 
Stat,  at  L.  544,  V.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1001,  p. 
3418)  itself  uses  the  phrase  "proceedings  in 
bankruptcy"  in  a  double  sense.  Section  23 
provides  as  follows:  "The  United  State.) 
circuit  courts  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  all 
controversies  at  law  and  in  equity  as  dis- 
tinguished from  proceedings  in  bankruptcy 
between  trustees  as  such,  and  adverse 
claimants,  concerning  the  property  acquired 
or  claimed  by  the  trustees,"  etc. 

Here  the  term  "proceedings  in  bank- 
ruptcy" embraces  "controversies  arising  in 
bankruptcy  proceedingB,"  as  well  as  "bank- 
1  uptcy  proceedings  proper"  and  sets  them 
both  over  against  plenary  suits  between 
triixteos  and  adverse  claimants  (instituted 
by  bill  or  complaint,  with  subpoena  or  sum- 
niona),  touching  rights  or  property  not  in 
the  custody  of  the  court.  In  §  24b,  however, 
the  term  "proceedings  in  bankruptcy,"  as 
construed  by  the  courts,  has  l>een  given  a 
narrower  meaning,  and  has  been  set  over 
a;j;ain8t  "controversies  arising  in  bankruptcy 
I>rocecding8,"  as  used  in  §  24a.  Here  it  has 
l><H>n  thought  to  mean  any  of  the  admini- 
strative acts  intervening  between  the  filing 
of  the  petition  and  the  granting  of  the  dis- 
charge, as  distinguished  from  those  "con- 
troversies arising  in  bankruptcy  proceed- 
ings" on  petition,  which  would  have  been 
.  the  subject  of  plenary  suits  if  the  estate  had 
not  been  in  the  custody  of  a  court  of  bank- 
ruptcy. The  confusion  that  has  resulted 
from  the  attempt  of  the  courts  to  apply  this 
classification  to  actual  litigation  afTords 
strong  support  for  the  decisions  of  this 
court  that  the  methods  of  review  provided 
b.\'  the  bankruptcy  act  are  not  mutually  ex- 
clusive, but  cumulative.  Re  McKcnzie,  73 
<•.  C.  A.  483.  142  Fed.  383;  Dodge  v.  Xorlin, 
00  C.  C.  A.  425,  133  Fed.  303;  Re  Holmes, 
73  C.  C.  A.  401,  142  Fed.  391. 

The  present  appeal,  however,  would  have 
been  proper  under  any  interpretation  of  S 
24  of  the  bankruptcy  act.  'this  proceeding 
was  instituted  by  the  trustee  to  have  cer- 
tain adverse  claims  and  liens  upon  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  estate  declared  void, 
a?i<I  for  a  sale  of  the  propu-rty  free  and  clear 
2U   L.K.A.(N.S.)  7 


it  the  same.  It  Involves  every  attril.-utc  of 
a  familiar  suit  in  equity.  It  can  be  dis- 
tinguished from  such  suit  only  by  the  fact 
that  it  was  instituted  by  ]'clitiou  instead  of 
bill,  and  the  adverse  parties  were  brought 
l>efore  the  court  by  citation  instead  of  sub- 
poena. Q'here  are  some  casL-s  which  suggest 
that  if  such  a  proceeding  is  instituted  by  a 
petition,  filed  by  the  adverse  claimant  for 
the  enforcement  of  his  right,  and  the  trustee 
is  cited  to  answer  such  a  petition,  this 
constitutes  "a  controversy  in  a  bankruptcy 
proceeding,"  wiiich  may  be  reviewed  by  ap- 
peal ;  but  if  the  |>artics  be  reversed,  and  tlie 
trustee  files  a  petition  charging  that  the 
adverse  claim  or  lien  is  void,  und  asking 
that  the  property  Le  sold  free  and  clear  of 
it,  and  the  adverse  claimant  is  cited  in  to 
answer  such  a  petition,  this  constitutes  not 
a  "controversy,"  but  a  "proceeding  in  bank- 
ruptcy proper,"  and  can  be  reviewed  as  to 
matters  of  law  only  imder  §  24b.  Morgan 
V.  First  Xat.  Bank,  70  C.  C.  A.  230, 145  Fed. 
400;  Re  McMahon,  77  C.  C.  A.  608,  147  Fed. 
C84,  080.  In  our  judgment  such  a  dis- 
tinction is  wholly  untenable.  If  enforced, 
it  would  deny  to  parties  having  adverse 
liens  or  claims  upon  property  belonging  to 
tlie  estate  the  right  to  review  the.  decision 
of  the  court  of  bankruptcy  as  to  any  mat- 
ter of  fact.  The  consequence  of  such  a  hold- 
ing would  be  serious.  Whether  there  would 
be  any  right  of  review  on  questions  of  fact 
would  depend  wholly  upon  whether  the  pro- 
ceeding was  instituted  by  the  trustee  or 
by  the  adverse  claimant.  In  either  case  the 
right  involved  would  be  the  same,  and  the 
is.sue  tried  would  be  the  same.  The  only 
distinction  would  be  that  the  parties  would 
be  reversed  upon  the  record.  Surely  what 
constitutes  a  "controversy,"  within  the 
meaning  of  $  24a,  must  be  determined  by 
the  nature  of  the  right  involved  and  the 
issue  tried,  and  not  by  the  accidental 
circumstance  as  to  which  party  is  actor,  and 
which  defendant.  Sound  reason  can  be 
given  why  as  to  the  purely  administrative 
steps  in  a  bankruptcy  proceeding  tlie  de- 
cision of  the  trial  court  on  questions  ot  fact 
should  be  final.  Re  Friend,  07  C.  C.  A.  500, 
134  Fed.  778.  But  no  sound  reason  can  be 
given  why,  in  a  controversy  possessing  every 
attribute  of  a  suit  in  equity,  an  aggrieved 
partj-  should  not  have  the  right  of  review 
as  to  questions  of  fact  as  well  as  of  law,  in 
accordance  with  the  established  practice  in 
equity.  It  ought  not  to  \te  possible  for  the 
trustee  to  defeat  such  a  right  by  being  first 
to  file  a  petition.  Most  of  the  confusion  on 
this  subject  has  arisen  out  of  a  misunder- 
standing of  the  deci.sion  in  First  Nat.  Bank 
v.  Chicago  Title  &.  '1.  Co.  198  U.  S.  280,  4!l 
L.  ed.  1051,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  003.  In  that 
case  the  trial  court  found  as  a  fact  that  at 
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the  time  the  petition  in  bankruptcy  was  filed 
the  property  in  dispute  was  in  the  posses- 
sion, not  of  the  bankrupt,  but  of  an  adverse 
claimant.  The  Supreme  Court  held  that 
this  finding  defeated  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  trial  court  The  property  had  been  con- 
verted into  money,  and  the  trial  court  by 
its  decision  ordered  the  money  to  be  turned 
back  to  the  parties  who  were  in  possession 
of  the  property.  This  is  the  point  at  which 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  has  been 
misunderstood.  It  has  been  generally 
thouglit  that  the  trial  court,  by  its  judg- 
ment disposing  of  the  fund,  passed  upon  the 
rights  of  the  parties.  This,  however,  was 
not  the  case.  It  would  have  been  its  duty 
to  order  the  fund  turned  over  to  the  party 
who  had  possession  of  the  property,  even  if 
the  court  decided  that  it  had  no  jurisdiction 
of  the  controversy.  The  Supreme  Court 
places  the  decision  of  the  trial  court  upon 
that  ground,  for  it  says,  at  page  291  of  198 
U.  S.:  "The  sale  of  the  circumstances  did 
not  change  the  situation.  The  proceeds 
stood  in  place  of  the  property,  and  the  order 
returning  the  proceeds  was  equivalent  to 
an  order  returning  the' property.  This  it 
was  proper  to  do,  whether  the  court  had 
held  that  it  lacked  jurisdiction,  or  ruled 
in  favor  of  petitioners  on  the  merits." 

As  thus  interpreted,  tlie  decision  of  the 
trial  court  never  passed  upon  the  merits  of 
the  controversy.  The  whole  case  as  con- 
strued by  the  Supreme  Court  involved  solely 
a  question  of  jurisdiction.  If  that  was  its 
character,  it  presented  simply  a  question  of 
law,  which  might  be  fully  reviewed  by  pe- 
tition. The  Supreme  Court  has  itself  thus 
interpreted  its  decision  in  First  Nat.  Bank 
V.  Chicago  Title  &  T.  Co.  in  the  recent  case 
of  Coder  v.  Arts,  213  U.  S.  223,  53  L.  ed. 
772,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  436.  Speaking  of  its 
former  decision,  the  court  there  says:  "In 
that  iase  there  was  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  trustee  to  invoke  an  adjudication  as 
to  the  title  to  property  which  the  district 
court  found  not  to  be  in  the  possession  of 
the  trustee,  notwithstanding  the  petition 
of  the  trustee  had  averred  possession,  and 
it  was  held  that  when  this  fact  appeared  the 
district  court  had  no  longer  jurisdiction  of 
the  case,  under  the  doctrine  laid  down  in 
Rardes  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  178  U.  S.  524, 
44  L.  ed.  1175,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1000,  and 
ought  to  have  dismissed  the  case." 

It  is  manifest  that  the  Supreme  Court,  if 
the  judgment  in  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Chicago 
Title  &  T.  Co.  had  properly  involved  a  de- 
cision as  to  the  merits,  would  have  decided 
that  appeal  was  the  proper  method  of  bring- 
ing the  question  before  the  appellate  court, 
for  it  sustained  an  appeal  on  a  petition  by 
s  trustee  to  determine  the  rights  of  adverse 
claimants  to  property  in  the  custody  of  the 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


court  in  a  later  case  reported  in  the  amt 
volume,  namely,  Whitney  v.  Wennum,  198 
U.  S.  639,  49  L.  ed.  1157,  25  Sup.  Ct  Vltf. 
778.  We  are  of  the  opinion,  therefore,  thit 
the  case  is  properly  before  us  on  the  appeal 
The  objection  of  the  appellant  that  tbs 
trial  court  was  without  jurisdiction  of  tlK> 
property,  because  it  was  not  situated  in  tk 
district  of  Kansas,  has  no  merit  Upon  the 
filing  of  a  petition  in  bankruptcy,  all  prop- 
erty held  by  or  for  the  bankrupt  is  brou:;l.t 
within  the  custody  of  the  court  of  bank- 
ruptcy, and,  upon  adjudication,  that  euutt 
is  vested  with  jurisdiction  to  determine  all 
liens  and  interests  affecting-  it  This  juris- 
diction is  coextensive  with  the  Unit<^-i 
States.  Re  Wood,  210  U.  S.  24G,  52  L.  eil 
1046,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  621;  Re  Granite  Citr 
Bank,  70  C.  C.  A.  316,  137  Fed.  818;  Re 
Muncie  Pulp  Co.  81  C.  0.  A.  116,  151  Fei. 
732;  Guardian  Trust  Co.  ▼.  Kansas  Cite 
Southern  R.  Co.  (C.  C.  A.)  171  Fed.  43; 
Dempster  v.  Waters-Pierce  Oil  Co.  (C.  C. 
A.)  172  Fed.  353. 

This  brings  us  to  the  merits  of  the  case. 
At  all  the  times  mentioned  in  the  record. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  were  citizens  and  n  si- 
dents  of  the  state  of  Kansas,  by  whose  Us> 
the  wife's  right  of  dower  has  been  abro- 
gated. By  the  laws  of  Missouri,  where  tlf 
lands  are  located,  the  wife  is  granted  a  right 
of  dower  in  all  real  property  owned  by  tht 
husband  during  coverture.  Section  8  of  tl» 
bankruptcy  act  is  as  follows:  "The  deaib 
or  insanity  of  a  bankrupt  shall  not  abate 
the  proceedings,  but  the  same  shall  be  cos- 
ducted  and  concluded  in  the  same  maimer, 
so  far  as  possible,  as  though  he  had  not 
died  or  become  insane:  Provided,  that  in 
case  of  death,  the  widow  and  children  sha^l 
be  entitled  to  all  rights  of  dower  and  al- 
lowance fixed  by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  tb» 
bankrupt's  residence." 

It  is  contended  by  appellee  and  was  helJ 
by  the  trial  court,  that  under  the  proviso  ol 
this  section  the  dower  rights  of  the  wife,  in 
case  of  the  bankruptcy  of  her  husband,  an 
restricted  to  those  allowed  by  the  laws  of 
the  state  of  the  bankrupt's  residence.  Upon 
this  interpretation  of  the  statute^  it  wa< 
decided  that  Mrs.  Thomas  was  not  entitlrC 
to  any  dower  interest  in  property  situatK 
in  Missouri,  although  the  laws  of  that  stitt 
granted  her  such  rights.  We  do  not  think 
this  a  sound  view  of  the  law  of  dower,  or  of 
§  8  of  the  bankruptcy  act 

1.  It  is  first  urged  in  support  of  the  de- 
cision that,  if  the  laws  of  the  several  states 
on  the  subject  of  dower  are  made  applicable 
to  the  estates  of  bankrupts,  it  will  cause  the 
bankruptcy  act  not  to  be  uniform.  That.,  in 
our  opinion,  is  a  mistaken  view  of  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Federal  Constitution  relating 
to  bankruptcy.  The  uniformity  which  it  re- 
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quires  relates  to  tlie  law  itself,  and 
not  to  its  results  upon  the  varying  rights 
of  debtor  and  creditor  under  the  laws  of 
the  several  states.  The  Constitution  re- 
quires acts  of  bankruptcy  to  be  "uni- 
form throughout  the  United  States." 
That  requirement  had  its  origin  in  the 
fear,  which  was  at  all  times  a  con- 
trolling motive  in  the  convention  that 
framed  the  Federal  Constitution,  that  the 
powers  which  conferred  would  be  exercised 
by  the  party  in  control  of  the  national  gov- 
ernment to  oppress  that  section  of  the 
country  which  for  the  time  being  was  op- 
posed to  such  party.  It  belongs  to  the  same 
class  as  the  provision  which  requires  reve- 
nue laws  to  be  uniform.  As  Judge  Love 
says  in  the  case  of  Darling  v.  Berry  (C.  C.) 
4  McCrary,  470,  13  l^-cd.  659,  607 :  "When 
a  bankrupt,  revenue,  or  naturalization  law 
is  made  by  its  terms  applicable  alike  to  all 
the  states  of  the  Union,  without  distinction 
or  discrimination,  it  cannot  be  successfully 
questioned  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  uni- 
form, in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  mere- 
ly because  its  operation  or  working  may  be 
wholly  dilTercnt  in  one  state  from  another. 
The  circumstances  and  conditions  existing 
in  the  states  of  this  Union  are  infinitely 
various.  No  law  which  human  ingenuity 
eould  possibly  frame  would  be  uniform  hi 
the  sense  of  operating  equally  or  alike  in 
the  various  states,  with  their  different  con- 
ditions and  diversified  interests.  The 
Constitution  provides  that  'all  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises  ^liall  be  uniform  through- 
out the  United  States.'  Now,  suppose 
one  or  more  states  should  succeed  in  sup- 
pressing utterly  the  manufacture  and  snic 
of  ardent  spirits  and  malt  liquors,  then 
a  Federal  tax  upon  these  commodities  would 
be  entirely  inoperative  in  such  stntes.  In 
such  ease  millions  might  be  collected  under 
an  excise  law  in  Illinois,  and  not  a  cent  in 
Iowa.  The  operation  of  such  a  law  would 
then  be  anything  but  uniform  in  the  two 
states;  but  would  any  court  for  that  reason 
declare  a  general  law  imposing  a  tax  of  the 
kind  unconstitutional?  Again,  a  tariff  law 
might  be  anything  but  uniform  in  its  opera- 
tion upon  different  states.  It  might  foster 
the  industry  of  a  manufacturing  state,  and 
oppress  that  of  a  strictly  agricultural  state. 
But  could  it  on  this  account  be  said  to  be 
not  a  uniform  law  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Constitution,  and  therefore  void? 
.  .  .  All  that  the  Constitution  intends 
is  that  Congress  shall  not  pass  partial  rev- 
enue and  bankrupt  laws.  It  shall  not  pre- 
scribe one  law  for  this  state  or  section,  and 
a  different  law  for  that  state  or  section. 
The  law  must  be  general  and  uniform  in 
its  provisions,  but  its  working  and  opera- 
tion may  be  very  different  in  different 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


states,  owing  to  their  diverse  conditions  and 
circumstances.  Congress  can  prescribe  a 
uniform  law,  but  it  cannot  create  uniform 
conditions  and  circumstances  in  the  various 
states  of  the  Union." 

Nothing  can  be  added  to  the  clearness  and 
force  of  this  language.  In  our  dual  form 
of  government,  when  Congress  legislates 
upon  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  it  applies 
the  system  which  it  ordains  to  the  rights 
of  both  debtor  and  creditor,  as  defined  by 
the  laws  of  the  states.  It  could  not  make 
the  results  of  a  law  of  bankruptcy  uniform, 
without  establishing  a  c<Mnprehensive  code 
embracing  the  entire  subject-matter  of  civil 
law.  It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  the  re- 
quirement that  a  statute  of  bankruptcy 
shall  be  uniform  has  no  bearing  on  the  right 
of  dower.  That  is  a  matter  exclusively  for 
state  definition.  See  also  Hanover  Nat. 
Bank  v.  Moyses,  186  U.  S.  181,  190,  46  L. 
ed.  1113,  1120,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  867. 

2.  It  is  next  urged  that  the  right  of  dower 
belongs  in  the  same  class  as  the  right  of 
exemptions  and  homesteads,  which  are  con- 
fined by  §  6  of  the  bankruptcy  act  to  the 
state  of  the  bankrupt's  domicil.  Their 
similitude  is  very  slight.  Both  are  in  a 
general  way  for  the  protection  of  the  family. 
There,  however,  their  likeness  ceases.  The 
homestead  and  exemptions  are  a  part  of  the 
bankrupt's  estate.  They  are  both  primarily 
to  be  claimed  by  him  and  set  off  to  him. 
Their  selection  from  his  estate  arises  at  the 
time  when  that  estate  is  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  his  credit- 
ors. Dower,  on  the  other  hand,  is  no  part  of 
the  bankrupt's  estate.  The  wife  derives  no 
right  from  him  either  by  grant  or  contract. 
As  the  Supreme  Court  says  in  Randall  v. 
Kriegcr,  23  Wall.  137,  148,  23  L.  e<l.  124, 
125,  "It  is  wholly  given  by  law."  Congress 
has  plenary  power  over  the  subject  of  ex- 
emptions, because  they  are  part  of  the 
bankrupt's  estate.  It  may,  as  in  the  present 
law,  adopt  the  exemption  laws  of  the  several 
states,  or  it  may,  as  in  the  act  of  1867  (act 
March  2,  1807,  chap.  176,  14  Stat,  at  L. 
517),  adopt  local  laws  in  part,  and  supple- 
ment these  with  a  schedule  of  its  own.  Its 
power  to  deal  with  the  subject,  however, 
arises  out  of  the  fact  that  exemptions  are 
a  part  of  the  bankrupt's  estate.  This  con- 
sideration shows  that  the  right  of  dower 
does  not  belong  in  the  same  class,  .\gain, 
the  right  of  dower  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  insolvency  of  the  husband.  It  arises 
from  time  to  time  during  the  marriage  re- 
lation as  the  husband  acquires  real  prop- 
erty. If  the  wife  has  not  released  her  right 
of  dower,  it  is  as  much  her  own  private, 
absolute  property  as  if  she  had  acquired  it 
by  purchase.  Tlint  estate  ran  no  more  be 
transferred  to  her  husband's  creditors  than 
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any  other  portion  of  her  separate  estate. 
At  the  present  time  in  the  United  States, 
the  wife,  as  to  her  property  rights,  is  a 
third  person,  and  her  estate  is  no  more  af- 
fected by  the  insolvency  of  her  husband  than 
is  the  property  of  other  third  parties.  In 
our  judgment  it  would  be  beyond  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  Congress  to  provide  that 
in  case  of  bankruptcy  the  dower  rights  of 
the  bankrupt's  wife,  as  defined  by  the  laws 
of  the  several  spates,  ceased,  and  the  real 
property  owned  by  him  passed  to  his  trustee 
in  bankruptcy,  discharged  from  such  right 
of  dower.  Bankruptcy  can  only  deal  with 
what  in  law  belongs  to  the  bankrupt.  It  may 
annul  his  acts  and  the  acts  of  his  creditors 
which  interfere  with  the  just  enforcement 
of  its  provisions.  It  cannot,  however,  an- 
nul an  act  of  the  legislature  of  a  state 
which,  previous  to  the  statute  of  bank- 
ruptcy, had  vested  an  estate  in  the  wife  of 
the  bankrupt.  Its  whole  field  of  operation 
is  circumscribed  to  getting  in  the  estate 
which  under  the  law  belongs  to  the  bank- 
rupt, and  distributing  the  same  to  his 
creditors.  It  cannot  reach  out  and  take 
property  which  under  the  law  belongs  to 
the  wife,  and  apply  it  to  the  payment  of 
the  bankrupt's  debts,  any  more  than  it  could 
seize  that  portion  of  her  property  which  she 
acquired  by  purchase  or  devise.  Again,  it 
does  not  follow  that  because  the  right  of 
homestead  and  exemptions  is  confined  in 
most  of  the  states  to  the  doniicil  of  the 
claimant,  such  a  restriction  would  be  ap- 
propriate in  regard  to  dower.  Dower  is  not 
measured  in  value  or  quantity  as  home- 
steads or  exemptions  are.  The  amount  of 
it  is  dependent  solely  upon  the  amount  of 
real  property  of  which  the  husband  is  seised. 
The  debtor  could  not  be  allowed  homesteads 
and  exemptions  under  the  laws  of  different 
states  without  securing  a  double  allowance. 
The  right  must  be  restricted  to  the  laws  of 
some  particular  state,  and  the  most  natural 
restriction  is  the  state  of  the  claimant's 
domicil.  Such  considerations,  however,  do 
not  apply  to  dower.  Granting  the  right  in 
real  pro|)erty  situated  in  different  states 
does  not  duplicate  the  right.  As  already 
mentioned,  it  is  measured  by  the  extent  of 
the  husband's  ownership  of  property,  ond 
the  location  of  such  property  is  material 
only  as  the  right  of  dower  is  governed  by 
the  law  of  the  state  in  which  the  land  is 
situated. 

We  are  unable  to  sec  how  the  decision  in 
Re  Stevens,  2  Hiss.  373,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  13,- 
.■)!)2,  throws  any  light  on  the  present  case. 
There  the  bankrupt  had  filed  a,  petition  in 
bankruptcy  in  the  eastern  district  of  Wis- 
consin. A  part  of  his  estate,  consisting  of 
a  span  of  horses,  harness,  and  wa.^on,  while 
temporarily  across  the  state  line  in  Illinois, 
2tS  L.R.A.('n.S.) 


had  been  seised  on  a  warrant  of  attachment. 
The  filing  of  the  petition  in  bankruptcy  bad 
the  effect  to  dissolve  this  attachment;  but 
the  creditors  petitioned  the  court  of  bank- 
ruptcy to  allow  the  action  in  Illinois  to 
proceed,  assigning  as  a  reason  that  iind^-r 
the  exemption  laws  of  Wisconsin  the  prop- 
erty in  question  would  be  exempt,  while 
under  the  laws  of  Illinois  it  would  not  I  e. 
The  court  very  properly  held  that  the  bank- 
rupt's right  of  exemption  must  be  de- 
termined by  the  state  of  his  domicil;  tlint 
the  creditors  could  not  invoke  the  laws  of 
Illinois,  because  they  granted  less  exemp- 
tions, any  more  than  the  bankrupt  ci.ui<l 
have  invoked  them  if  they  had  grantcl 
larger  exemptions,  than  Wisconsin. 

3.  Some  point  is  made  of  the  fact  that 
under  the  laws  of  Kansas  the  family  se- 
cured a  liberal  homestead  and  exemptions. 
That  has  nothing  to  do,  however,  with  tli.- 
right  of  dower.  The  right  of  homesto.-t'l 
and  exemptions  has  existed  in  all  of  the 
states  granting  the  right  of  dower,  and  in 
many  of  them  these  allowances  arc  quite 
as  liberal  as  they  are  in  the  state  of  Ka.n- 
sas. 

4.  That  Mrs.  Thomas  has  an  inclinatc 
right  of  dower  in  the  property  in  qu4-sti;iD 
under  the  laws  of  Missouri  is  not  contn>- 
vertcd.  Such  a  right  is  expressly  secured 
to  her  by  §§  2933  and  2940  of  the  ReviMil 
Statutes  of  1809  of  that  state  (Aimo.  Stat. 
190C,  pp.  1690,  1G98),  and  continues  uutil 
released  by  her  deed  in  the  manner  therein 
specified.  These  statutes  have  been  lookol 
upon  with  favor  by  the  highest  court  of 
that  state,  and  so  construed  to  carry  out 
their  manifest  purpose.  Grady  v.  McCork!-, 
57  Mo.  172, 17  Am.  Rep.  670;  Ellis  v.  Kyg-i, 
no  Mo.  606,  3  S.  W.  23;  Davis  v.  Green'  lu-2 
Mo.  170,  11  L.R.A.  90,  14  S.  W.  870;  Hall 
v.  Smith,  103  Mo.  289,  15  S.  W.  021 ;  BIpv.iis 
V.  Smith,  104  Mo.  583,  13  L.R.A.  441,  16  S. 
W.  213;  Long  v.  Kansas  City  Stock -Yanh 
Co.  107  JIo.  298,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  413,  17 
S.  W.  056.  The  right  of  dower  in  real  piop- 
crty  is  determined  by  the  laws  of  the  stato 
in  which  the  property  is  situated.  Story, 
Confl.  L.  S§  424,  428,  445;  Kerr  v.  Mo«in."<t 
Wheat.  565,  6  L.  ed.  101 ;  Wilson  v.  (ox,  40 
Miss.  538;  Apperson  v.  Bolton,  29  Ark.  418: 
Washburn  v.  Van  Stecnwyk,  32  Minn.  33<i, 

20  N.  W.  324;  Jones  v.  Gerock,  6:>  X.  C. 
(6  Jones,  Eq.)    190;  Jennings  v.  Jennings 

21  Ohio  St.  56;  Atkinson  v.  Staigg,  13  R.  I. 
725.  The  highest  court  of  Missouri,  from 
an  early  date,  has  construed  the  statutes  of 
that  state  as  securing  the  right  of  dower  in 
real  property  within  the  state  to  nonresi- 
dents, the  same  ns  to  residents.  Stokes  v. 
O'Fallon,  2  Mo.  32.  Suppose  a  itankrupt 
residing  in  Misst^uri  should  die  seiM>d  of 
real  property  in  Kansas;  would  his  widow. 
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under  the  priviso  of  §  8  of  the  bankruptcy 
act,  be  entitled  to  dower  in  that  property? 
Plainly  not,  because  the  law  of  Kansas  does 
not  grunt  dower.  No  more  should  she,  when 
the  situation  is  reversed,  lose  her  right  of 
dower  as  to  real  property  situated  in  Mis- 
souri. Tliat  right  is  fixed  by  the  laws  of 
tlie  state  in  which  the  property  is  situated. 

It  is  said  by  ap|>ellec  that  the  right  of 
dower  is  "a  mere  intangible,  inchoate,  con- 
tingent expectancy,  and  not  an  estate  in 
lands,  and  does  not  rise  to  the  dignity  of 
a  vested  right."  That  is  quite  true.  But 
this  has  been  the  quality  of  the  right  at 
all  times,  at  common  law  and  under  statute. 
It  is  precisely  such  a  right  that  is  secured 
by  the  statute  of  Missouri,  and  it  would  be, 
in  our  judgment,  a  perversion  of  judicial 
power  to  make  of  tlie  inherent  qualities  of 
the  right  a  reason  for  destroying  or  impair- 
ing it. 

It  must  be  conceded,  therefore,  that  the 
right  exists,  unless  it  has  been  taken  awny 
by  the  bankruptcy  act.  To  determine  wheth- 
er that  has  happened,  wc  ought  to  h>ok  first 
at  thp  general  scheme  of  that  statute.  The 
most  conspicuous  feature  of  the  present 
bankruptcy  act  is  a  clear  purpose  to  save  to 
tlic  bankrupt  and  his  family  every  right  pos- 
sessed by  thum  under  the  laws  of  the  sev- 
eral states,  and  to  grant  to  creditors  no 
property  or  right  which  would  not  have  benn 
theirs  if  the  bankruptcy  act  had  not  been 
passed.  The  courts  have  repeatedly  referred 
to  thisas  a'feat\ire  distinguishing  the  pres- 
ent act  from  all  previous  statutes  on  the 
subject.  It  makes  the  law  of  the  several 
states  the  measure  of  the  rights  to  be  pro- 
tected and  enforced,  both  as  to  the  bank- 
rupt and  his  creditors.  In  defining  what 
shall  pass  to  the  trustee  for  the  benefit  of 
creditors,  it  designates  "])roperty  which, 
prior  to  the  filing  of  the  petition,  the  bank- 
rupt could  by  any  means  have  transferred, 
or  which  might  have  been  levied  upon  and 
sold  under  judicial  ])rocess  against  him." 
By  the  express  provisions  of  the  statute  of 
Missouri,  the  wife's  right  of  dower  does  not 
fall  within  this  language.  It  being  no  part 
of  the  property  which  the  trustee  is  to  ad- 
minister, it  is  diSicult  to  understand  how 
the  right  of  dower  can  be  alTectcd  by  tlie 
bankruptcy  act;  and  yet  the  whole  purpose 
of  the  order  now  under  review  is  to  appro- 
priate to  the  banknipl's  creditors  the 
widow's  right  of  dowor,  by  selling  the  prop- 
erty freed  from  that  right.  But,  again,  the 
present  bankruptcy  act  also  approaches  this 
subject  negatively.  It  points  out  in  §  07 
all  liens,  transfers,  and  estates  which  are  to 
be  invalidated  by  the  bankrupt  act.  If  it 
Iiad  been  the  intent  of  the  franicrs  of  the 
statute  either  to  rrstrict  or  abolish  the  right 
of  dower,  wo  slinuld  have  found  the  provi- 
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sion  designed  to  accomplish  that  purposs 
in  this  section.  It  is  not  there.  On  the  con- 
trary, a  most  scrupulous  care  is  evinced 
throughout  the  section  to  save  all  rights  and 
liens  obtained  in  good  faith  from  the  bank- 
rupt If  rights  resting  wholly  upon  private 
negotiation  are  safe,  can  any  reason  be 
assigned  why  a  right  created  by  statute  in 
furtherance  of  the  public  policy  of  a  state 
should  not  also  be  secure? 

In  the  light  of  these  general  considera- 
tions, let  us  approach  §  H  of  the  bankruptcy 
act,  which,  according  to  appellee,  destroys 
Mrs.  Thomas's  right  of  <lower.  In  our  judg- 
ment that  right  is  safe  upon  either  uf  four 
grounds : 

(a)  The  principal  clause  of  §  8  deals 
with  the  contingency  of  the  death  of  the 
bankrupt  during  the  iMiiulency  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  bankruptcy.  By  a  cardinal  rule 
of  interpretation,  a  proviso  does  not  extend 
beyond  the  scope  of  the  principal  clause  of 
the  statute.  Ihc  entire  language  and  pur- 
pose of  the  section  clearly  indicates  to  our 
minds  that  this  rule  of  interpretation  should 
be  applied  in  ascertaining  its  nicaning.  It 
relates  only  to  estates  in  which  the  bank- 
rupt dies  during  the  pendency  of  the  pro- 
ceeding. This  is  not  only  the  general  sub- 
jcct mutter  of  the  section,  but  is  also  clear- 
ly pointed  out  in  the  proviso  itself  as  the 
contingency  intended  to  be  covered  by  it. 
"In  case  of  death"  are  the  first  words  of 
the  proviso,  and  these  words  qualify  all  its 
other  provisions.  Such  being  the  scope  of 
the  section,  the  estate  here  involved  can  be 
in  no  way  alTected  by  it,  for  the  bankrupt  is 
still  alive. 

(b)  It  was  manifestly  the  belief  of  Con- 
gress that,  in  the  absence  of  §  8,  the  bank- 
ruptcy proceeding  would  abate  in  case  of 
the  bankrupt's  death.  The  property  of  the 
estate  would  in  tliat  event  pass  to  the  per- 
sonal reprcsentstives  of  the  bankrupt,  to  be 
administered  according  to  local  laws.  In 
such  a  contingency,  the  widow's  right  of 
dower  in  real  property,  and  the  allowances 
to  the  family  out  of  the  personal  estate, 
would  be  complete,  would  become  immedi- 
ately vested,  and  would  take  priority  over 
the  rights  of  creditors.  Section  8  prevents 
the  proceeding  in  bankruptcy  from  abating; 
but,  by  the  proviso,  Congress  intended  to 
save  to  the  widow  and  children  all  that  they 
would  have  obtained  in  case  of  its  abate- 
ment. It  cannot  be  denied  that,  if  the  pres- 
ent bankruptcy  proceeding  were  to  iU>ate, 
Mrs.  Thomas's  right  of  dower  in  real  prop- 
erty in  Missouri  would  be  complete. 

(c)  The  proviso  may  be  interpreted  as 
having  been  used  simply  out  of  an  abun- 
dance of  caution.  If  that  bo  its  cITect,  it 
leaves  all  rights  precisely  as  they  would 
have  been  if  the  proviso  had  been  omitted. 
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It  neither  enlarges  nor  restricts  those  rights, 
but  simply  saves  them.  That  is  the  inter- 
pretation which  was  put  upon  the  language 
by  the  majority  of  this  court  in  the  case  of 
Ite  McKenzie,  73  C.  C.  A.  483,  142  Fed.  383. 
If  we  adopt  that  interpretation,  it  leaves  the 
right  of  dower  just  as  it  stood  under  the 
laws  of  the  several  states.  The  fact  that 
the  proviso  is  restricted  by  the  clause  "fixed 
by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  tlie  bankrupt's 
residence"  would  be  immaterial.  The  entire 
proviso  being  used  only  out  of  an  abundance 
of  caution,  the  fact  that  its  language  is  not 
as  comprehensive  as  the  right  to  which  it 
refers  would  not  restrict  the  right,  because 
the  intended  effect  of  the  proviso  is  sim- 
ply to  preserve  rights  as  already  existing. 
To  say  that  the  proviso  was  used  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  a  possible  doubt  as  to 
whether  existing  rights  were  not  to  be  af- 
fected by  §  8,  and  yet  hold  that,  because  its 
language  is  narrow,  the  rights  to  which  it 
refers  are  narrowed,  is  to  deny  in  the  con- 
clusion what  is  assumed  in  the  premise, 
namely,  that  the  proviso  is  used  out  of  an 
abundance  of  caution,  and  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affecting  existing  rights.  It  was  ex- 
pressly decided  in  Porter  v.  Lazear,  109  U. 
S.  84,  27  L.  ed.  866,  3  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  58, 
that  the  omission  from  a  bankruptcy  act  of 
any  provision  saving  the  right  of  dower 
"does  not  enlarge  tlie  effect  of  the  assign- 
ment, or  of  the  sale  in  bankruptcy,  so  as 
to  include  lawful  rights  which  belrnig,  not 
to  the  husband,  but  to  his  wife."  It  was 
further  decided  that  the  proviso  in  the  act 
of  1841,  saving  the  right  of  dower,  was  "a 
mere  declaration,  inserted  for  greater  cau- 
tion." See  also  Hanover  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Moyses,  180  U.  S.  181,  190,  46  L.  ed.  1113, 
1120,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  857.  If  we  adopt  tlie 
interpretation  of  §  8  here  outlined,  there 
is  no  room  for  a  contention  that  Mrs. 
Thomas's  right  of  dower  does  not  exist  as 
defined  by  the  laws  of  Missouri. 

(d)  At  the  time  the  bankruptcy  act  was 
passed,  tliere  were  nine  states  of  the  Union, 
namely,  Connecticut,  Georgia,  Mississippi, 
North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  Delaware,  and  Florida,  in  which 
the  right  of  dower  applied,  not  to  real 
property  of  which  the  husband  was  seised 
during  tJie  coverture,  but  only  to  such  real 
property  as  he  was  seised  of  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  There  were  also  in  force  in  many 
states  statutes  giving  to  the  wife  a  right 
in  the  nature  of  dower  in  all  personal  prop- 
erty owned  by  the  husband  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  In  all  of  these  states,  if  a  bankrupt 
husband  died  while  his  proceedings  were 
pending,  it  might  very  well  have  been  con- 
tended that  the  wife's  right  of  dower  in  his 
estate  did  not  exist,  because  the  legal  title 
and  possession  of  his  property  would  have 
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passed  to  his  trustee.     It  was  the  view  of 
Judge  Adams  in  the  McKenzie   Case  that 
the  proviso  of  §  8  was  intended  to  prevcn: 
such  a  result.    That  interpretation  receives 
strong   support   from    the   foregoing   fact». 
We  recognize,  of  course,  that  Congri  as  could 
not,  in  the  bankruptcy  act,  enlarge  the  rigli: 
of   dower   as   defined   by   the    laws  of   the 
several  states;  and  if  the  right  as  thus  de- 
fined was  restricted  to   property  of   which 
the  husband  was  possessed  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  Congress  could  not  give  the  right  to 
property  not  so  situated.    But,  on  the  otlior 
hand,  the  bankrupt  is  dispossessed   of  hi-* 
property  by  virtue  of  the  bankruptcy  act, 
and  it  was  competent  for  Congress  to  deliue 
and  restrict  the  force  and  effect  of  that  act. 
The   trustee  in  bankruptcy   holds    for    the 
benefit    of   the   bankrupt,    as    well    as    his 
creditors,  and  it  was  competent   for   Con- 
gress to  declare  that  the  title  passing  to  him 
under  its  act  should  not  impair  the  right  of 
dower  as  granted  by  the  laws  of  the  several 
states.     This   would   be   in    harmony    with 
the  general  scheme  of  the  act   to   give  to 
the  creditors  only  that  which  would   have 
belonged  to  them  if  the  bankruptcy  act  had 
not  been  passed,  and  to  save  to  the  bank- 
rupt and  his  family  everything  that  woulJ 
have  belonged  to  them  as  against  the  credit- 
ors in  the   absence  of  the  bankrupt<:'y   act 
If  this  be  the  correct  interpretation  of  the 
proviso,  Mrs.  Thomas's   right  of   dower   i» 
safe  upon  two  grounds:   (1)  The  entire  pur- 
pose of  the  proviso  l>eing  to  preserve  the 
right  as  defined  by  the  laws  of  the  se\-eral 
states,    that    purpose    should    control,    and 
the  last  clause  should  not  be  seised  upon 
to  defeat  it.     (2)  The  proviso  was  intended 
to  apply  only  to  those  states  in  which  the 
right  of  dower  is  restricted  to  property  of 
whiclL  the  husband  is  seised  at  the  time  of 
death.    Missouri  is  not  in  that  class,  as  the 
widow's  right  of  dower  there  extends  to  all 
property  owned  by  the  husband  during  the 
coverture.    Therefore  the  proviso,  under  the 
view  of  its  meaning  which  we  are  now  con- 
sidering, could  have  no  effect  upon  real  prop- 
erty in  that  state. 

The   proviso    deals   with   two    classes    of 
rights:   First,  the  widow's  right  of  dower 
in  real  property;  second,  tlie  allowances  to 
the  family  out  of  the  personal  estate.    This 
second  class  of  rights  is  necessarily  fixel 
by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  the  bankrupt's 
residence,  for  general    rights    in    personal 
property  follow  the  person  of  the  owner  and 
are  determined  by  the  laws  of  the  state  of 
his  residence.     The  framer  of  the  proviso 
used,  in  its  last  clause,  language  which  was 
entirely  appropriate  to  the  allowances,  and 
in  part  appropriate  as  to  the  right  of  dower. 
Ilavin,;;  in  mind  several  classes  of  rights,  he 
made  the  not  uncommon  mistake  of  wing 
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language  wliich  vas  not  quite  comprehensiTe 
enough  to  cover  all  those  rights  under  all 
eonditions.  If  the  proviso  was  a  grant  of 
rights,  there  would  be  reason  in  restricting 
the  rights  to  its  language;  but,  being  in- 
tended to  protect  existing  rights,  it  ought 
not  to  be  given  an  interpretation  which 
would  destroy  any  part  of  those  rights. 

Real  property  is  now,  especially  in  the 
West,  almost  as  much  an  article  of  trade  as 
personal  property.  For  this  reason  the 
right  of  dower,  which  used  to  be  favored, 
has  of  late  become  odious.  Courts,  however, 
cannot  allow  the  odiousness  of  the  right  to 
lead  them  to  adopt  a  strained  construction 
of  a  statute,  for  the  purpose  of  abating  what 
may  possibly  be  regarded  as  a  commercial 
nuisance.  These  are  considerations  for  the 
legislature  alone. 

The  case  was  disposed  of  in  the  trial  court 
upon  cross  bill  and  answer,  without  the  in- 
troduction of  evidence.  The  only  questions 
raised  were  questions  of  law.  It  must  have 
l>«en  held  that  the  wife  of  a  resident  of 
Kansas  was  not  entitled  to  an  estate  of 
dower  in  real  property  situated  in  Missouri. 
We  think  that  construction  was  wrong.  But, 
if  the  interpretati<m  which  we  )iave  indi- 
cated should  be  accepted,  it  would  not  fol- 
low that  Mrs.  Thomas  would  be  entitled  to 
an  estate  of  dower  in  the  property  here  in- 
volved. If  the  averments  of  the  original 
petition  are  true.  Mr.  Thomas  held  the 
property  in  trust  for  the  corporation,  and  in 
that  case  his  wife  would  not  be  entitled  to 
dower  rights  therein. 

The  decree  should  l)e  reversed,  and  the 
trial  court  directed  to  proceed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  views  expressed  in  this  opin- 
ion.   It  is  so  ordered. 

]    Rlner,  District  Judge,  dissents. 


PENNSYLVANIA  SUPREMK  COURT. 

CLYDE  COAL  COMPANY,  Appt., 

V. 

PITTSBURGH  &  LAKE  ERIE  RAILROAD 
COMPANY. 

(22G  Pa.  301,  75  Atl.  506.) 

Damages  —  breach  of  contract  —  lost 

profits. 

Breach  by  a  railroad  company  of  its  con- 
tract to  furnish  cars  to  a  coal  miner  will 
not  render  it  liable  for  profits  which  the 
miner  lost  because  of  inability  to  delivrr 
coal  under  a  contract  which  he  secured  aft- 
er the  contract  with  the  railroad  company 
was  executed,  although  the  railroad  com- 
pany knew  of  it  at  tlie  time  of  its  breach, 
since  such  profits  were  not  in  contempla- 
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tjon  of  ike  parties  when  the  contract  was 
made. 

(January  3,  1010.)  ■ 

APPEAL  by  plaintiif  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  No.  1  for 
Allegheny  Coimty  in  its  favor  for  a  less  sum 
than  was  demanded  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  for  alleged  breach  of  con- 
tract to  furnish  cars  for  the  transportation 
of  coal.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  George  M.  Hosack,  M.  J. 
Ilosack,  and  Patterson,  Sterrett,  &  Acta- 
eson,  for  appellant: 

The  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  the 
profits  which  it  would  certainly  have  made 
from  its  contract  with  the  Pittsburg  Coal 
Company. 

Wilson  v.  Wemwag,  217  Pa.  82,  66  Atl. 
242,  10  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas.  649;  Hitchcock 
V.  Supreme  Tent,  K.  M.  100  Mich.  40,  43 
Am.  St.  Rep.  423,  58  N.  W.  040;  Imperial 
Coal  Co.  y.  Port  Royal  Coal  Co.  138  Pa.  46, 
20  Atl.  037 ;  Puritan  Coke  Co.  v.  Clark,  204 
Pa.  556,  54  Atl.  350. 

Mr.  George  E.  Shaw  for  appellee. 

Mcstrezat,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

In  1903,  and  prior  thereto,  the  plaintiff 
company  was  the  owner  of  about  1,000  acres 
of  coal  situate  on  the  Monongahela  river,  in 


Note.  —  ZiOsa  of  proflta  hecauae  of  ina- 
hUity  of  aliipper  to  fulfil  contract  for 
sale  of  goods  as  element  of  damages 
for  carrier's  breach  of  contract  to 
furnish  ears. 

The  question  whether  a  shipper  who,  be- 
cause of  a  carrier's  breach  of  contract  to 
furnish  cars,  has  been  prevented  from  ful- 
filling his  contract  with  a  third  person  for 
the  sale  and  delivery  of  goods,  may  recover, 
as  an  element  of  damages,  the  profits  he 
would  have  made  but  for  the  carrier's 
breach,  depends  upon  the  further  question 
whether  it  was  within  the  contemplation  of 
the  parties  at  the  time  that  the  contract 
with  the  railroad  was  entered  into,  that  in 
case  of  breach  such  profits  would  be  lost; 
the  courts  being  agreed  that,  if  the  loss  was 
within  the  contemplation  of  the  parties  at 
that  time,  it  may  be  recovered. 

Thus,  in  Baxley  v.  Tallassee  &  M.  R.  Co. 
128  Ala.  183,  29  So.  451,  it  was  recognized 
that  if,  at  the  time  a  railroad  company  en- 
tered into  a  contract  with  a  person  to  fur- 
nish him  cars  for  the  delivery  of  ties,  it  had 
notice  that  such  person  had  made  a  contract 
for  the  sale  and  delivery  of  snch  ties  and 
that  such  contract  was  in  contemplation 
and,  before  default  in  supplying  the  cars, 
had  notice  that  the  contemplated  contract 
had  been  entered  into  such  railroad  com- 
pany would  be  liable  in  damages  for  the 
profit  the  owner  of  the  ties  would  have  made 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1162 


PENNSYLVANIA  SUPREME  COURT, 


Jax, 


the  Fifth  Pool,  near  Fredcricktown,  Wash- 
ington county.  The  plaintilT  was  operating 
the  coal  with  a  fully  equipped  mine  in  1003, 
and  had  a  capacity  for  mining  and  shipping 
],200  tons  per  day.  The  mine  was  not 
located  upon  the  line  of  any  railroad,  and 
the  plaintiff  had  to  rely  entirely  upon  water 
transportation  for  shipping  its  conl.  During 
a  period  of  about  six  months  in  each  year, 
the  plaintiff  was  unable,  by  rcns3n  of  the 
low  stage  of  water,  to  ship  coal  from  Pitts- 
'  burg  to  points  south  along  the  Ohio  river, 
but  could  ship  its  coal  in  barges  and  flats 
on  the  Monongahela  river,  from  the  mine  to 
Bunola,  a  village  situate  in  the  Third  Pool 
of  the  Monongahela  river  on  the  Pittsburg, 
MeKcesport  &  Yoiigliioghcny  Itailroad, 
which  is  operated  by  the  defnidant  company. 
Desiring  to  sliip  coal  to  various  places  in 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  other  states,  which 
it  could  not  reach  by  water  transportation, 
and  also  wishing  to  have  facilities  for  ship- 
ping its  coal  by  roalroad,  the  plaintiff  com- 
pany in  January,  1803,  entered  into  a  verbal 


contract  with  the  defendant  railroad  com- 
pany, by  which  it  was  agreed  tliat,  if  the 
plaintiff  erected  a  hoist  at  Bunola,  by  mean* 
of  which,  after  having  transported  its  cual 
in  barges  and  flats  on  the  Monongahela 
river  from  Fredericlctown  to  Bunola,  it 
would  transfer  the  same  to  the  defendant's 
cars,  the  plaintiff  should  receive  cars  for 
the  shipment  of  its  coal,  and  in  the  matter 
of  car  service  it  should  be  treated  the  same 
as  a  coal  mine  located  directly  upon  the  line 
of  the  defendant's  railroad.  Relying  upon 
the  performance  of  the  contract  by  the  de- 
fendant, the  plaintiff,  in  February,  1003. 
leased  a  strip  of  land  at  Bunola  for  a  period 
of  three  years,  together  with  the  use  cf  a 
railroad  siding  for  cars  in  Avliich  its  coal 
was  to  be  loaded  for  shipment.  Tlie  plain- 
tiff company  also  erected  a  hoist  at  Dunola 
for  the  purpose  of  lifting  its  onal  out  of 
the  boats  and  placing  it  on  board  the  cars 
to  be  furnished  by  the  defendant  cninpany. 
The  construction  of  the  hoist  was  finished 
about  May  2,  1903,  and  the  defendant  com- 


by  carrying  out  the  contract  for  the  sale  of 
the  tics,  had  he  not  been  prevented  from  so 
doing  by  the  failure  to  furnish  cars. 

To  the  same  efl'ect  is  Oulf,  0.  &  S.  F.  Pv 
Co.  V.  ITodge  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  30  S.  W. 
'.180,  wliei-e  a  railroad  company,  Contrary  to 
its  agreement,  refused  to  furnish  cars  for 
the  shipment  of  grain,  when  it  had  notice 
at  tlic  time  the  contract  was  entered  into 
that  such  grain  had  been  sold. 

This  was  also  the  efl'ect  of  the  decision  in 
Gulf,  C.  &  8.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  Martin  (Tex.  Civ. 
App.)  28  S.  W.  670,  where  it  was  held  that 
the  measure  of  duningcs  for  brcnch  of  con- 
tract to  furnish  cars  for  the  shipment  of 
cattle,  when  it  appeared  that  the  cattle  had 
already  been  sold,  and  that  the  railroad 
company  had  notice  of  tlie  sale,  is  the  dif- 
ference'  between  the  market  value  of  the 
cattle  at  the  time  and  place  at  wliicli  they 
were  to  be  shipped  and  the  amount  fur 
which  they  had  been  contracted  to  be  sold. 
In  this  case  it  appeared  that  the  buyer  was 
to  pay  the  freight. 

In  Bigelow  v.  Chicago,  B.  &  N.  R.  Co. 
104  Wis.  109,  80  N.  W.  03,  where,  becanst 
of  the  refusal  of  the  road  on  whicli  the  ice 
house  was  located  to  switch  cars,  a  rail- 
road company  was  unable  to  keep  its  agree- 
ment to  furnish  cars  for  the  shipment  of 
ice  which,  in  reliance  upon  such  agreement 
and  with  notice  to  the  company,  had  been 
sold  to  a  third  p.irty,  it  was  held  that  the 
measure  of  damages  recoverable  was  the 
contract  price,  less  the  expense  of  loading 
and  any  other  expense  accompanying  the 
shipping,  and  what  might  have  been  ob- 
tained for  tlic  ice  by  snle  to  other  parties. 
Tlie  court  in  this  case  also  recognized  that, 
if  no  sale  could  lie  cfTected  to  a  third  party, 
the  owner  of  the  ice  could  not  recover  for 
the  loss  he  might  have  avoided  by  hauling 
the  ice  by  team  or  otherwise  to  the  defend- 
ant railroad  company's  roud. 
M  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


So,  in  International  &  G.  N.  R.  Co.  v. 
Startz  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  33  S.  W.  575,  it 
was  held  that,  where  a  railroad  company,  in 
breach  of  its  agreement,  fails  to  furnish 
cars  within  a  certain  time  for  the  sliipmeiit 
of  cattle,  resulting  in  their  depreciation, 
the  measure  of  damages  recoverable  by  l-ie 
shipper,  if  the  railroad  had  notice  of  a  con- 
tract for  their  delivery  on  a  certain  day,  i-< 
the  difference  between  the  contract  price  at 
their  destination  and  their  market  value 
in  their  damaged  condition  at  the  point  <;( 
shipment,  less  the  freight;  but  if  the  rail- 
road company  was  not  notified  of  the  con- 
tract, the  damages  are  the  difference  in 
value  of  the  cattle  in  their  damaged  comii- 
tion  and  their  market  value  at  their  destina- 
tion. It  was  also  charged  in  this  case  that, 
if  the  owner  refused  to  have  the  cattio 
shipped  because  they  would  not  reach  their 
destination  at  the  time  agreed  upon,  and 
they  depreciated  after  he  took  charge  of 
them,  or  could  have  done  so,  in  estimating 
the  market  value  at  the  point  of  shipment. 
for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the  damages, 
the  cattle  should  be  taken  in  their  undam- 
aged condition. 

In  Houston  &  T.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Hill,  70 
Tex.  51,  7  S.  W.  G59,  it  was  held  that,  for 
the  breach  of  agreement  to  furnish  trans- 
portation of  excursionists  at  certain  rates, 
a  railroad  company  is  liable  to  one  who  sold 
a  certain  number  of  tickets  to  a  third  per- 
son at  an  advanced  rate,  for  the  profit  he 
would  have  made,  as  well  as  the  profit  de- 
rived from  the  tickets  he  would  with  rea- 
sonable certainty  have  sold  to  others,  leas 
the  expenses  he  would  have  incurred  in  exe- 
cuting his  enterprise. 

A  case  closely  related  to  the  above,  but 
not  strictly  in  point,  is  Midland  Valley  R. 
Co.  V.  Hoffman  Coal  Co.  01  Ark.  180,  120 
S.  W.  380,  where  the  net  profits  of  opeiat- 
ing  a  coal  mine,  as  damages  for  a  breach  of 
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pany  furnished  six  cars  on  the  Bunnla  sid- 
ing to  the  plaintiff  for  transporting  its  coal, 
but  tliereafter  declined  and  refused  to  fur- 
nish any  more  cars.  The  plaintiff  tlien 
broiij^ht  this  action  to  recover  damages  for 
the  breach  of  the  contract. 

The  defendant  company  denies  that  it 
entered  into  any  contract  or  agreement  to 
furnish  cars  to  the  plaintiff  company  at 
Bunola.  On  the  trial  of  the  cause  this  was 
the  only  question  submitted  to  the  jury, 
which  found  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff.  This 
finding  established  the  existence  of  the  con- 
tract as  alleged  by  the  plaintiff.  The  trial 
judge  instructed  the  jury  that,  if  there  was 
a  contract,  the  measure  of  damages  would 
be  "the  cost  of  this  hoist  less  its  value  as 
dismantled  and  sold,  and  the  rental  loss," 
which,  it  was  agreed,  was  $.5,0G7.38.  The 
plaintiff  claims  that  the  court  erred  as  to 
the  measure  of  damages,  and  that  question 
is  raised  in  the  assignments  which  allege 
error  in  sustaining  the  objection  to  certain 
offers  of  evidence  made  by  the  plaintiff  on 
the  trial. 

In  the  statement,  the  plaintiff  company 


avers  that,  relying  upon  its  contract  with 
the  defendant,  it,' on  or  about  April  2,  1003, 
entered  into  a  written  agreement  with  the 
Pittsburg  Coal  Company,  by  which  the 
plaintiff  agreed  to  ship  to' the  coal  company 
all  the  11-inch  coal  it  could  load  from 
barges  at  the  hoist  at  Bunola,  from  the  date 
of  tlie  contract  to  September  30,  1003,  at  the 
price  of  $1.47  per  ton;  and  further  that, 
should  the  plaintiff  be  able  to  load  any  lake 
coal  after  September  30th  and  up  to  the 
close  of  the  season  of  lake  navigation  for  the 
year  1003,  all  coal  that  it  should  be  able  to 
so  load  should  be  shipped  at  the  above  price. 
The  coal  company  agreed  to  take  600  tons 
of  coal  per  day.  In  view  of  this  contract, 
it  is  averred  the  plaintiff  increased  the  force 
of  its  mine,  made  changes  in  the  mine  equip- 
ment, and  expended  considerable  money  in 
preparing  to  mine  and  handle  the  coal  re- 
quired by  its  contract  with  the  Pittsburg 
Company.  The  statement  avers  that,  by 
reason  of  defendants'  refusal  to  furnish  the 
cars  for  transportating  the  coal  to  its  des- 
tination, the  plaintiff  lost  02  cents  per  ton 
profit  on  each  ton  of  coal  which  it  sold  to 


a  contract  to  furnish  cars  for  the  shipment 
of  p'lal,  were  held  to  have  been  fairly  in 
contemplation  of  the  parties.  In  this  case 
it  appeared  that  the  operator  of  the  mine 
wns  bound  not  to  enter  into  a  contract  with 
nnothpr  railroad  for  shipment  of  the  coal, 
and  that  the  railroad  company  knew  that 
certain  fixed  charges  had  to  be  met,  wheth- 
er the  mine  was  running  or  was  idle;  that 
the  practical  way  to  mine  the  coal  was,  at 
the  close  of  each  day's  work,  to  haul  the  coal 
nway,  it  not  being  practical  to  store  it. 

It  will  be  noticed  that,  though  the  rail- 
road company  in  Clyde  Coal  Co  v.  Pitts- 
niTROH  &  L.  E.  B.  Co.,  at  the  time  of  the 
c-ontract  with  the  shipper  for  the  fumish- 
insr  of'  cars,  did  not  know  that  a  contract 
lirtwcen  the  shipper  and  a  third  person  for 
the  sale  of  the  coal  had  been  made  or  was 
in  contemplation,  yet  it  did  know  at  the 
time  of  the  breach  that  such  contract  of 
sale  had  been  entered  into.  No  other  case 
within  the  scope  of  this  note  has  l>een  found, 
which  presents  a  similar  state  of  facts.  If, 
however,  it  is  true  that  a  railroad  cannot  be 
held  liable  for  lost  profits  on  a  breach  of 
agreement  to  furnish  cars,  although  the  com- 
pany knew  at  the  time  of  the  breach,  but 
not  at  the  time  tlin  ngn-cmcnt  wns  entered 
into,  that  the  shipper  had  entered  into  a  con- 
tract for  the  delivery  of  the  goods  to  be 
carried,  it  would  naturally  follow  that  the 
railroad  company  cannot  be  liable  where  at 
no  time  it  had  notice  that  such  contract  had 
boon  entered  into.  See  International  ft  0. 
N.  R.  Co.  V.  Startz,  supra. 

Whether  this  was  the  case  in  Missouri, 
K.  k  T.  R.  Co.  V.  Withi-rspoon  (Tnx.  Civ. 
App.)  38  S.  W.  833,  does  not  appcor,  it  be- 
ing he'd  that,  for  tlie  refusal  of  a  railroad 
company,  contrary  to  ogrecmont,  to  trnnH- 
port  grain  which  was  afterwords  sold  to  a 
dealer,  the  measure  of  damages  recoverable 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


is  the  difference  between  the  morket  value 
of  the  grain  at  the  place  of  destination  nt 
the  time  it  should  have  arrived  there,  and 
its  value  at  the  place  of  shipment,  less  the 
cost  of  carriage,  and  not  the  difference  be- 
tween the  contract  price  and  what  it  was 
actually  sold  for.  Upon  this  case  coming 
before  the  court  nf;ain,  in  18  Tex.  Civ.  App. 
015,  45  S.  W.  424,  it  was  found  that  the 
market  value  of  the  grain  at  the  place  of 
destination  was  much  greater  than  the  con- 
tract price,  and,  since  a  shipper  should  not 
be  allowed  to  recover  more  than  his  profits 
would  have  been  under  the  contract,  it  wns 
held  tliat  the  true  measure  of  damages  wns 
the  difference  between  the  contract  price  and 
the  value  of  the  grain  at  the  point  of  ship- 
ment. 

Where  a  shipper  of  corn  loses  profits  he 
would  have  made  under  a  contract,  if  the 
railroad  company  had  not  broken  its  con- 
tract to  furnish  cars,  such  shipper  cannot 
recover  for  both  profits  lost  and  expenses 
incurred  upon  the  contract.  Gulf,  C.  k  8. 
F.  R.  Co.  V.  Hodge,  10  Tex.  Civ.  App.  613, 
30  S.  W.  829. 

The  general  principles  governing  the  right 
to  recover  for  loss  of  profits  for  breach  of 
contract,  with  many  specific  applications, 
are  treated  in  a  note  to  Wells  v.  National 
Life  Asso.  53  L.R.A.  34 ;  nnd  other  notes 
covering  concrete  phases  of  the  general  sub- 
ject are  referred  to  in  the  Index  to  Notes. 
1-24  L.R.A.{N.S.),  Damages,  §  17. 

The  duty  of  a  carrier  to  furnish  cars  in- 
dependentlv  of  contract  is  discussed  in  a 
subject  note  to  Houston,  E.  &  W.  T.  R.  Co. 
V.  Campbell,  43  L.R.A.  225,  nnd  a  cose  note 
to  Di  Giorgio  Importing  &  S.  S.  Co.  v.  Penn- 
sylvania R.  Co.  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  109,  which 
notes  also  include  cnnea  dealing  with  the 
damages  recoverable  in  case  of  breach  of 
such  duty. 
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the  Pittsburg  Company  and  which  it  was 
prepared  to  ship  and  deliver  to  that  com- 
pany in  its  proportion  of  cars  which  the  de- 
fendant had  agreed  to  furnish  it.  The  aggre- 
gate amount  of  tlie  loss  is  averred  in  the 
statement,  whicli  tlic  plaintiff  claims  is,  in 
addition  to  the  cost  of  the  hoist  and  rental, 
the  measure  of  its  damages  in  this  case. 

As  stated  by  the  learned  counsel  for  the 
appellant,  the  sole  question  to  be  determined 
is  whether  or  not  the  plaintiff  was  entitled 
to  recover  the  profits  which  it  would  have 
made  from  its  contract  with  the  Pittsburg 
Coal  Company.  This  question  is  raised  by 
the  fifth  assignment,  in  which  it  is_  alleged 
that  the  court  erred  in  excluding  the  plain- 
tiff's offer  of  evidence.  That  offer  was  to 
show  that  the  plaintiff  had  entered  into  the 
contract  with  the  Pittsburg  Company  as  set 
out  in  the  statement;  that  the  defendant 
bad  a  sufficient  supply  of  cars  to  give  to  the 
plaintiff  company  40  per  cent  of  the  capacity 
of  its  hoist,  and  would  have  enabled  the 
plaintiff  to  have  delivered  about  240  tons 
per  day,  which  would  have  earned  a  profit 
of  62  per  cent  per  ton  above  the  cost  of 
producing  and  loading  the  coal  at  Bunola 
siding;  that,  as  a  result  of  the  breach  of 
the  contract,  the  plaintiff  was  unable  to 
make  the  delivery  provided  for  in  the  con- 
tract with  the  Pittsburg  Company,  and  lost 
the  profits  which  would  certainly  have  been 
made  by  siich  delivery. 

The  facts  of  tlie  case  at  bar  bring  it  with- 
in the  class  of  cases  in  our  own  and  other' 
jurisdictions  in  which  it  is  held  that  profits 
arising  from  a  subsequent  contract,  whicli 
though  made  on  the  faith  of  the  original  con- 
tract and  capable  of  definite  ascertainment, 
are  not  recoverable  in  an  action  for  the  breach 
of  the  original  contract.  The  general  rule 
is  well  stated  in  the  leading  English  case 
(Hadley  v.  Baxendale,  9  Exch.  341,  s.  c.  5 
Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  .502),  where  it  is  held  that 
"the  amount  of  damages  recoverable  from 
a  carrier  is  such  as  would  naturally  result 
from  the  breach  of  the  contract,  whether 
as  the  ordinary  consequence  of  such  a  breach, 
or  as  a  consequence  which  may,  under  the 
circumstances,  be  presumed  to  have  been  in 
the  contemplation  of  both  parties  at  the 
time  they  made  the  contract,  as  the  probable 
result  of  the  broach  of  it."  This  case  is 
cited,  and  the  rule  is  approved,  in  our  own 
cases  of  Fleming  v.  Beck,  48  Pa.  309,  and 
Wolf  v.  Studcbaker,  Co  Pa.  459.  The  same 
doctrine  is  announced  by  Strong,  J.,  in 
Adams  Exp.  Co.  v.  Egbert,  36  Pa.  360, 
364,  78  Am.  Dec.  382,  wherein  it  is  said: 
"It  is  doubtless  true  that,  in  all  actions  for 
the  breach  of  a  contract,  the  loss  or  injury 
for  which  damages  are  sought  to  be  recov- 
ered must  be  a  proximnte  sequence  of  the 
breach.  A  remote  or  possible  loss  is  not 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


sufficient  ground  for  compensation.  Tliere 
is  no  measure  for  these  losses  which  hiv 
no  direct  and  necessary  connection  with  tlie 
stipulations  of  the  contract,  or  which  are 
dependent  upon  contingencies  other  than  the 
performance  of  the  contract,  and  which  are 
therefore  incapable  of  being  estimated.  With 
no  certainty  can  it  be  said  that  such  losses 
are  attributable  to  the  wrongful  act  or  oniii- 
sion  of  him  who  has  violated  his  engi«c- 
ment.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  loss  of 
profits  or  advantages  which  must  have  re- 
sulted from  a  fulfilment  of  the  contract 
may  be  compensated  in  damages,  when  ther 
are  the  direct  and  immediate  fruits  of  tbe 
contract,  and  must  therefore  have  been  stip- 
ulated for,  and  have  been  in  the  contenipla- 
tion  of  the  parties  when  it  was  made." 

The  leading  American  case  on  the  subJKt 
is  Masterton  v.  Brooklyn,  7  Hill,  61,  CS,  H 
Am.   Dec.   38.     It   is  there  held  that  the 
measure   of   damages  for   a  breach  of  as 
executory  contract  includes  loss  of  profits 
growing  immediately  out  of  the  contract, 
which  would  have  been  realized  from  its 
full  performance,  but  not  loss  of  profits  or 
other    damages    arising    out   of    collateral 
undertakings  entered  into  on  the  faith  of 
the  contract.    Nelson,  Ch.  J.,  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  says,  inter  alia:    "It 
has  accordingly  been  held  that  the  loss  of 
any   speculation   or  enterprise   in  which  a 
party  may  have  embarked,  relying  on  tlie 
proceeds  to  be  derived  from  the  fulfilnies: 
of  an  existing  contract,  constitutes  no  part 
of  the  damages  to  be  recovered  in  case  of 
breach."    Tlie  chief  justice  shows  by  a  quo- 
tation from  Pothier  that  the  same  rale  ob- 
tains in  the  civil  law.     The  case  is  cited 
and  approved   in  Massachusetts  in  Fox  v. 
Harding,  7  Cush.  616,  S23,  where  it  is  hek) 
that,  in  an  action  for  the  breach  of  a  special 
contract,  the  plaintiff  may  recover  as  part 
of  his  damages  such  profits  as  would  h.i(« 
accrued  to  him  from  the  contract  itself,  if 
it  had  been  performed,  but  not  those  which 
he  would  have  realized  from  other  contracts 
entered   into  for   the  purpose  of  fulfillin; 
such  special  contract.    Bigelow,  J.,  deliver- 
ing the  opinion  of  the  court,  says:    "If  tbe 
plaintiffs  had  offered  to  prove,  in  addiii«B 
to  this,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  breaeh 
of  the  contract  by  the  defendants,  they  bai 
lost  other  contracts  by  which  they  wonk! 
have  realized  large  proQts,  and  which  they 
had  entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  fulfill- 
ing their  contract  with  the  defendants,  the 
evidence  would  have  been  wholly  inadraii- 
sible,  because  such  collateral  undertakin;:? 
were    not    necessarily    connected    with    the 
principal   contract,  and  cannot  be   reasiin- 
ably  supposed  to  have  been  taken  into  oa- 
sideration  when  it  was  enterel  into."    The 
Masterton  and  Fox  Cases  are  cited  aid  fol- 
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lowed  in  Hoy  ▼.  Gronoble,  34  Pa.  9,  75  Am. 
Dec.  628.  The  doctrine  announced  in  Had- 
ley  v.  Baxendale  is  recognized  and  declared 
well  established  by  Endicott  J.,  delivering 
the  opinion  in  Harvey  v.  Connecticut  &  P. 
River  R.  Co.  124  Mass.  421,  2G  Am.  Rep. 
673. 

From  these  and  other  adjudicated  cages 
tlie  doctrine  may  be  regarded  as  settled  that, 
for  the  breach  of  a  contract,  damages  may 
be  recovered  for  loss  of  profits,  the  direct 
and  immediate  fruits  of  the  contract  itself, 
and  ascertainable  with  reasonable  certainty, 
when  they  are  the  natural  result  of  such 
breach,  or  which,  under  the  circumstances, 
the  parties  may  have  contemplated  at  the 
execution  of  the  contract  as  the  probable 
result  of  its  breach;  but  damages  for  the 
l<)ss  of  profits  for  the  violation  of  a  con- 
tract may  not  be  recovered  where  they  are 
uncertain,  remote,  or  speculative,  or  when 
they  grow  out  of  a  subsequent  collateral  or 
subordinate,  undertaking  which  was  entered 
iato  upon  the  faith  of  the  principal  con- 
tract. 

The  contract  in  the  present  case,  by  which 
the  defendant  agreed  to  furnish  cars  to  the 
plaintiff,  was  made  in  January,  1903,  and 
its  breach  occurred  in  the  following  May. 

The  contract  between  the  plaintiff  and  the 
Pittsburg  Coal  Company  was  made  in  April, 
1903,  more  than  two  months  after  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  agreement  between  the  plain- 
tiff and  the  defendant,  but  before  the  de- 
fendant company  had  refused  to  furnish 
more  cars,  and  had  thereby  committed  a 
breach  of  its  agreement.  Damages  arising 
from  profits  which  the  plaintiff  might  have 
made  on  its  contract  with  the  Pittsburg 
Coal  Company  were  manifestly  not  in  con- 
templation of  the  parties  when  the  contract 
between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  was 
made,  in  January,  1903.  The  coal  company 
contract  was  not  then  in  existence,  and  so 
far  as  the  defendant  company  knew,  it  was 
not  even  contemplated.  It  was  a  collateral 
undertaking  between  the  plaintiff  and  the 
coal  company,  of  which  the  defendant  com- 
pany hod  no  knowledge  at  the  time  it  execu- 
ted the  contract  with  the  plaintiff,  and  there- 
fore the  defendant  could  not  have  anticipa- 
ted damages  resulting  to  the  plaintiff  com- 
pany by  reason  of  the  loss  of  profits  on  the 
coal  company  contract. 

It  is  not  sufficient  to  impose  liability  on 
the  defendant  company,  that  it  had  knowl- 
edf!e  of  the  contract  between  the  plaintiff 
and  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Company  prior  to 
the  breach  of  the  contract  between  the  plain- 
tiff and  the  defendant.  This  is  an  action 
upon  the  original  contract,  and  the  defend- 
ant is  liable  for  only  such  profits  as  would 
naturally  result  from  a  breach  of  that  con- 
tract, and  were  in  contemplation  of  the 
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parties  at  the  time  the  contract  was  ex- 
ecuted. The  action  is  not  brought  upon  the 
original  contract  as  subsequently  modified 
after  the  defendant  had  notice  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Coal  Company  contract.  At  the  time 
the  original  contract  was  entered  into,  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  defendant  was 
notified  that  the  plaintiff  had  any  contract 
with  any  person  or  company  to  furnish  coal, 
or  that  the  contract  was  executed  on  the 
part  of  the  plaintiff  with  the  view  cf  fur- 
nishing any  certain  or  definite  amount  of 
coal  to  anyone,  or  had  any  agreement  to 
do  so.  The  Pittsburg  Coal  Company  con- 
tract, and  any  other  agreements  of  a  similar 
kind  which  the  plaintiff  may  have  intended 
to  make,  if  any,  were  wholly  unknown  to  the 
defendant  company  at  the  time  it  entered 
into  the  contract  with  the  plaintiff  on  which 
this  action  is  brought.  It  is  clear,  there- 
fore, we  think,  that,  conceding  the  plaintiff's 
ability  to  show  definitely  the  profits  which 
it  would  have  made  on  the  Pittsburg  Coal 
Company  contract,  yet  it  is  manifest  that 
the  parties  did  not  contemplate  their  loss 
as  a  consequence  of  a  breach  of  the  con- 
tract, and,  under  all  the  authorities,  they 
cannot  be  recovered  in  this  action. 

The  controlling  question  in  the  present 
case  did  not  arise  in  Wilson  v.  Wernwag, 
217  Pa.  82,  00  Atl.  242,  10  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
049.  In  that  case  the  damages  arose  out  of 
the  contract  between  the  parties,  and  there 
was  no  claim  for  a  loss  of  profits  on  a  col- 
lateral or  subordinate  contract.  The  loss 
there  was  the  direct  loss  caused  by  the 
breach  of  contract  between  the  parties,  and 
therefore  the  damages  resulting  from  the 
breach  were  in  contemplation  of  the  parties 
at  the  time  they  made  their  agreement. 
Here,  the  loss  of  profits  arises  out  of  a  col- 
lateral undertaking  which  the  defendant 
company  could  not  anticipate,  and  of  which 
it  had  no  knowledge  at  the  time  it  entered 
into  the  agreement  with  the  plaintiff. 

The  assignments  of  error  ai°e  overruled, 
and  the  judgment  is  affirmed. 


VERMONT  SUPREME  COURT. 

ERNST  F.  MINER 

V. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY  TELEPHONE  COM- 
PANY. 
(—  Vt.  — ,  75  Atl.  653.) 

Master  —  voluntary    assistance  —  injar]r 
—  I  lability. 

1.  That  a  telephone  lineman  who  volun- 


Note.  ^As  to  injury  to  electric  lineman 
through  defect  in  pole  or  appurtenances,  see 
note  to  Lvncli  v.  8n<;inaw  Valley  Trac- 
tion Co.  2i  L.R.A.(N.S.)    774. 
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teers  to  assist  his  fovcman  in  splicing  a 
cable  was  not  expressly  commanded  to  do  bo 
will  not  prevent  his  holding  his  employer 
liable  for  injuries  received  while  so  doing, 
on  the  theory  tliat  he  was  not  in  the  line 
of  his  employment,  if  the  proiTei-ed  aid  wan 
accepted. 

Same—  leased  appliances  — termination 
—  rljclit  of  employee. 

2.  The  duty  of  a  telephone  ompany  to 
have  the  places  provided  by  it  for  the  usi' 
of  employees  reasonably  safe  applies  to  a 
pole  of  another  company  which  it  had  leased 
and  ceased  to  iiso  nndcr  the  lease,  but  which 
its  foreman  tindortook  to  nse  temporarily 
to  assist  in  repairing  one  of  its  cables,  whero 
the  employee  did  not  know  that  the  rightti 
under  tlie  lease  had  cease). 

Same  —  electric  company  ^  duty  to  serv- 
ant. 

3.  A  telephone  company  owes  its  linemen 
whose  work  requires  thein  to  pomo  in  con- 
tact with  wires  upon  its  poles  carrying 
heavy  currents,  the  duty  of  using  reason- 
able care  to  sec  that  the  insulation  has  not 
lipcome  unsafe,  or  to  warn  them  of  danger 
if  it  has  become  so,  unless  the  condition  is 
so  obvious  that  they  would  Itc  charged  with 
knowledge  and  comprehension  of  the  dan- 
ger. 

Trial  —  negligence  of  servant  ^  ques- 
tion for  Jury. 

4.  The  jury  must  determine  whether  or 
not  a  lineman  of  a  telephone  company  was 
negligent  in  attempting  to  ascend  the  pole 
between  wires  carrying  heavy  currents, 
rather  than  go  outside  the  wires,  over  the 
ends  of  the  cross-arms,  where  he  had  no 
knowledge  that  the  insulation  on  the  wires 
was  defective. 

Master  —  notice  to  servant—  sufficiency. 

5.  Mere  notice  to  a  lineman  that  a  cer- 
tain pole  was  bad,  and  to  look  out  for  the 
wires,  is  not  sufficient  to  charge  him  with 
notice  as  matter  of  law  that  the  insulation 
of  the  wires  was  defective. 

Same  —  duty  to  Inspect. 

0.  The  fact  that  a  telephone  lineman  had 
never  known  of  an  inspection  by  his  em- 
ployer of  the  wires  on  a  certain  pole  does 
not  charge  him  with  the  duty  of  making  the 
inspection  before  he  attempts  to  go  up  the 
pole,  past  the  wires. 
Same  —  duty  to  discover  defect. 

7.  A  telephone  company  is  not  relieved 
from  liability  for  injury  to  a  lineman  be- 
cause of  defective  insulntion  on  a  wire 
near  which  his  duties  require  him  to  go,  on 
the  theory  that  the  servant's  means  of 
knowledge  was  equal  to  the  master's,  where 
the  defect  could  be  discovered  only  by  care- 
ful inspection,  since  the  duty  of  inspection 
is  that  of  the  master. 

Evidence  —  servant  —  knowledge     of 
danger  —  sufficiency. 

8.  Evidence  that  before  a  lineman  was 
injured  by  contact  with  live  wires  there 
was  an  uninsulated  joint  on  one  of  them, 
and  that,  after  the  accident,  bare  spots  were 
found  on  both  which  might  have  been  caust  i! 
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by  the  escape  of  the  current  which  caused 
the  injury,  is  not  suflicient  to  show  that 
the  danger  was  so  apparent  as  to  charge 
the  injured  person  with  knowledge  of  iu 

(March  5,   1910.) 

EXCEPTIONS  by  defendant  to  rulings  of 
the  Franklin  County  ('ourt,  made  dur- 
ing the  trial  of  an  action  brought-  to  re- 
cover damages  for  personal  injuries  allcg-.: 
to  have  been  caused  by  defendant's  negli- 
gence, which  resulted  in  a  judgment  for 
plaintiff.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Hunton  &  Stlcknejr,  for  de- 
fendant: 

An  employer  cannot  be  held  liable  wherr 
the  servant  was  injured  while  using,  for 
the  purpose  of  his  work,  some  material  sub- 
stance, which  happened  to  bs  in  a  conven- 
ient position,  but  which  was  not  the  pruf*- 
erty  of  the  employer,  and  whic!i  was  not 
used  by  his  authority. 

1  Labatt,  Mast.  &  S.  §  1G8,  p.  3G2;  Yenr^- 
ley  V.  Sunset  Telcph.  &  Tcleg.  Co.  110  Cal. 
236,  42  Pac.  C38;  Carrow  v.  Miller.  72  Vt. 
284,  47  Atl.  1087;  T^imbcrt  v.  Mississippi 
Pulp  Co.  72  Vt.  278,  47  Atl.  1035;  Channcn 
V.  Sanford  Co.  70  Conn.  573,  41  I.,.R.A.  •>«>. 
GO  Am.  St.  Rep.  134,  40  Atl.  4G2 ;  RobiDsr<3 
V.  St.  Johnsbury  &  L.  C.  R.  Co.  80  Vt.  123, 
9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1249,  GG  Atl.  814,  12  A.  & 
E.  Ann.  Cas.  lOGO;  Conway  v.  Furst.  57 
N.  J.  L.  045,  32  Atl.  380;  Mauer  v.  For^'u- 
son,  44  N.  Y.  S.  R.  372,  17  N.  Y.  Supp.  34fi; 
Coffee  V.  New  York,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  Co.  l.-i", 
Mass.  21,  28  N.  E.  1128;  Trask  v.  Old  Col- 
ony R.  Co.  156  Mass.  298,  31  N.  E.  0;  Rvan< 
V.  Vogt  &  Bros.  Mfg.  Co.  5  Misc.  330,  25 
N.  Y.  Supp.  609;  Kimmer  v.  Weber,  151  N". 
Y.  417,  50  Am.  St.  Rep.  630,  45  N.  E.  SfiO: 
Chicago  &  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Maroney,  170  III. 
520,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  398,  43  N.  E.  9.53: 
McNulty  V.  Primrose,  24  Rettie,  442;  Sulli- 
can  V.  Boston  ft  A.  R.  Co.  156  Mass.  378,  31 
N.  E.  128;  Dixon  v.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Cr>. 
71  Fed.  143;  Hardy  v.  Shedden  Co.  37 
L.RJi..  33,  24  C.  C.  A.  201,  47  U.  S.  App. 
362,  78  Fed.  610;  McGuire  v.  Dell  Tel.-jM. 
Co.  167  N.  Y.  208,  52  L.R.A.  437,  CO  X.  E. 
433;  San  Antonio  Edison  Co.  v.  Dixon,  17 
Tex.  Civ.  App.  320,  42  S.  W.  1009.   " 

Ko  negligence  of  the  defendant  is  shown, 
as  he  did  not  furnish  the  pole  as  a  way  for 
the  plaintiff  to  approach  or  leave  liis  woric 

Hughes  V.  Maiden  &  %I.  Gaslight  Co.  16$ 
Mass.  395,  47  N.  £.  125;  Kanz  v.  Page,  IGS 
Mass.  217,  46  N.  E.  C20;  Regan  v.  Donovan, 
150  Mass.  1,  33  N.  E.  702;  Kimmer  v.  Web- 
er, 151  N.  Y.  423,  56  Am.  St.  Rep.  630,  43 
N.  E.  800;  Brehmer  v.  Lyman,  71  Vt.  98, 
42  Atl.  613. 

An  employer  does  not  undertake  absolute- 
ly with  his  employee  for  the  sufficiency  or 
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safcty  of  the  implements  or  facilities  fur- 
nished for  bis  work,  but  only  fo.r  the  exer- 
cise of  reasonable  care  in  that  respect;  and 
when  injury  to  an  employee  results  from  a 
defect  in  the  implements  furnished,  knowl- 
edge of  the  defect  must  be  brought  homo  to 
the  employer,  or  proof  given  that  he  omitted 
the  exercise  of  proper  care  to  discover  it. 

Devlin  ▼.  Smith,  80  N.  Y.  470,  42  Am. 
Rep.  311;  Davis  v.  Central  Vermont  R.  Co. 
do  Vt.  85,  45  Am.  Rep.  590,-  Wharton,  Agen- 
cy, §  232. 

I'here  was  no  trap  laid  by  pluintilTs  mas- 
ter. Whatever  it  could  Iiave  discovered, 
plaintiiT  had  equal  opportunities  to  learn. 
He  understood  the  pole  was  dangerous,  and 
the  exact  nature  of  the  danger. 

Harrison  v.  Detroit,  Y.  A.  A.  &  J.  R.  Co. 
137  Mich.  78,  100  N.  W.  451;  Judge  v.  Nar- 
ragansett  Electric  Lighting  Co.  23  R.  1. 
208,  49  Atl.  961 ;  Columbus  K.  Co.  v.  Dorsey, 
ll'J  Ga.  363,  46  S.  E.  036;  Tri-City  R.  Co. 
V.  Killecn,  92  111.  App.  57;  Gcisraann  v. 
Missouri-Edison  Electric  Co.  173  Mo.  654, 
73  S.  W.  654;  Junior  v.  Missouri  Electric 
1-ight  &  P.  Co.  127  Mo.  79,  29  S.  W.  988; 
Atlas  Engine  Works  v.  Randall,  100  Ind. 
203,  50  Am.  Rep.  708;  Moore  v.  East  Ten- 
nessee Telcph.  Co.  74  C.  C.  A.  227,  142  Fed. 
065. 

See,  as  to  assumption  of  risk: 
Keiiney  v.  Iliiigham  Cordage  Co.  168  Mass. 
278,  47  N.  E.  117;  Goldthwait  v.  Haverhill 
&  G.  Street  R.  Co.  100  Mass.  554,  36  N.  E. 
486;  Reed  v.  Stockmeyer,  20  C.  C.  A.  381, 
34  U.  S.  App.  727,  74  Fed.  186;  Sullivan  v. 
India  Mfg.  Co.  113  Mass.  397;  Anderson  v. 
Inland  Teleph.  &  Teleg.  Co.  19  Wash.  575, 
41  L.R.A.  410,  63  I?ac.  657;  Denver  Tram- 
way Co.  V.  Ncsbit,  22  Colo.  408,  45  Pac.  405. 
What  was  the  lineman's  duty  is  not  a 
question  of  fact,  to  be  determined  by  the 
vi'niict  of  a  jury. 

Seymour  v.  Maddox,  16  Q.  B.  320;  Mur- 
phy V.  New  York  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  11  Daly, 
122;  Williams  v.  Clough,  3  Hurlst.  &  N. 
2.>8 ;  GriOiths  v.  London  &  St.  K.  Docks  Co. 
L.  R.  12  Q.  B.  Div.  493,  L.  R.  13  Q.  B.  Div. 
•^o»;  1  Seven,  Ncg.  p.  616. 

Messrs.  EInior  Johnson  and  J.  W.  Red- 
mond, for  plaintiff: 

It  wvs  the  defendant's  legal  duty  to  pro- 
vide for  the  plaintiff  a  reasonably  safe  place 
in  which  to  work,  and  to  maintain  it  in  a 
reanonably  safe  condition  during  the  em- 
ployment. 

Harris  t.  Bottum,  81  Vt.  346,  70  At'..  500. 
Defendant's  want  of  knowledge  would  not 
n-lieve  it  from  liability.  The  danger  was 
an  abnormal  condition  of  the  power  wires, 
and  the  jury,  on  the  evidence,  would  have 
been  justified  in  finding  that  defendant 
niipht  to  have  known  of  it  by  the  exercise 
of  rrasonable  care  and  diligence  in  the  cir- 
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cumstanccs,  even  if  it  had  not  alTirmntively 
appeared  that  defendant  did  have  knowl- 
edge. 

Labatt,  Mast.  A  S.  §  125;  Houston  v. 
Brush,  66  Vt.  331,  29  Atl.  380;  Noycs  v. 
Smith,  28  Vt.  50,  05  Am.  Dec.  222;  Davis 
T.  Central  Vermont  R.  Co.  65  Vt.  84,  45 
Am.  Rep.  690. 

Where  a  servant  is  required  to  work  near 
wires  carrying  a  high  and  dnng.:rous  volt- 
age of  electricity,  the  master  is  required  to 
exercise  a  very  high  degree  of  care  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty  to  the  servant. 

2  Jaggard,  Torts,  p.  864;  Giraudi  v.  Elec- 
tric Improv.  Co.  107  Cal.  120,  28  L.R.A. 
690,  48  Am.  St.  Rep.  114,  40  Pac.  108; 
C  lunicnts  v.  Louisiana  Electric  Light  Co. 
44  La.  Ann.  692,  16  L.R.A.  43,  32  Am.  St. 
Rep.  348,  11  So.  51;  Ennis  v.  Gray,  87  Hun, 
355,  34  N.  Y.  Supp.  379;  Moron  v.  Corliss 
Steam  Engine  Co.  21  R.  I.  386,  45  L.R.A. 
267,  43  Atl.  874. 

The  injury  was  caused  by  electricity  es- 
caping through  defective  insulation  on  high 
voltage  wires,  which  was  an  extraordinary 
risk,  as  it  existed  by  the  fault  of  the  de- 
fendant, and  therefore  was  not  assumed  by 
plaintiff,  unless  he  knew  and  compi-ehcnded 
it,  or  it  was  so  plainly  observable  that  he 
will  be  taken  to  have  known  and  compre- 
hended it. 

Dunbar  v.  Central  Vermont  R.  Co.  79  Vt. 
474,  65  Atl.  528;  Drown  v.  New  England 
Teleph.  &  Teleg..  Co.  80  Vt.  1,  06  Atl.  801. 

The  condition  of  the  wires  before  the  in- 
jury is  a  question  for  the  jury,  since  it  can- 
not be  determined  by  their  appearance  just 
after,  as  the  insulation  will  burn  when  the 
electricity  escapes. 

Drown  v.  New  England  Teleph.  &  Taleg. 
Co.  81  Vt.  358,  70  Atl.  599;  Morrisetto  v. 
Canadian  P.  R.  Co.  74  Vt.  232,  52  Atl.  520. 

When  the  defect  causing  an  injury  is  one 
which  the  master  could  have  discovered  only 
by  such  inspection  as  the  exercise  of  ordi- 
nary care  would  require,  the  rule  of  equal 
opportunity  to  ascertain  and  know  the  risk 
does  not  apply. 

McBeath  v.  Rawle,  03  111.  App.  212; 
Drown  v.  New  En<;land  Teleph.  &  Teleg.  Co. 
80  Vt.  1,  66  Atl.  801. 

The  master's  duty  to  furnish  a  safe  place 
and  materials,  and  keep  them  so,  is  an  ab- 
solute one. 

Houston  T.  Brush,  supra. 

As  between  master  and  servant,  all  ap- 
pliances which  the  servant  is  authorized  or 
directed  to  use  ought  to  be  placed  upon  the 
same  footing  as  those  which  actually  bo- 
long  to  the  master. 

McOuire  v.  Bell  Teleph.  Co.  107  N.  Y. 
208,  62  L.R.A.  437,  60  N.  E.  433;  Doyle  v. 
Tnle<lo,  R.  &  M.  R.  Co.  127  Midi.  04,  54 
L.R.A.  401,  eo  Am.  St.  Rep.  450,  86  N.  W. 
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624;  Story  v.  Concord  &  M.  R.  Co.  70  N.  H. 
364,  48  Atl.  288;  Wabash,  St.  L.  &  P.  K. 
Co.  V.  Peyton,  106  111.  534,  46  Am.  Rep. 
705;  McBeath  v.  Rawle,  supra;  Rinake  v. 
Victor  Mfg.  Co.  58  S.  C.  300,  36  S.  E.  700. 

To  refrain  from  giving  orders  which  will 
require  a  servant  to  put  himself  in  such  a 
position  that  he  will  be  subjected  to  risk 
of  inj\iry  from  a  defective  instrumentality 
is  a  duty  the  breach  of  which  is  no  less  cul- 
pable than  the  breach  of  tlie  analogous 
duty  of  abandoning  the  use  of  the  defective 
instrumentality. 

1  Labatt,  Mast.  &  S.  §  114;  Herdler  v. 
Buck's  Stove  &  Range  Co.  136  Mo.  3,  37 
S.  W.  115;  Elledge  v.  Natural  City  &  O.  R. 
Co.  100  Cal.  282,  38  Am.  St.  Rep.  290,  34 
Pac.  720;  Deweese  v.  Meramec  Iron  Min. 
Co.  128  Mo.  423,  31  S.  W.  110,  64  Mo.  App. 
476;  Consolidated  Ice  Macb.  Co.  v.  Kiefer, 
26  111.  App.  466. 

The  escape  of  electricity  is  prima  facie 
evidence  of  defendant's  negligence  and  that 
the  place  was  not  a  safe  place. 

Drown  y.  New  England  Teleph.  &  Tcleg. 
Co.  80  Vt.  1,  66  Atl.  801;  Houston  v.  Brush, 
eupra;  16  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Xiaw,  p.  448; 
2  Jaggard,  Torts,  p.  864;  Snyder  v.  Wheel- 
ing Electrical  Co.  43  W.  Va,  661,  39  L.R.A. 
409,  64  Am.  St.  Rep.  922,  28  S.  E.  733. 

Munson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  plaintiff,  an  employee  of  the  defend- 
ant telephone  company,  was  injured  while 
on  a  pole  of  the  Vermont  Power  &  ^lanu- 
facturing  Company,  by  coming  in  contact 
with  the  electric  wires  of  the  power  com- 
pany. The  defendant  telephone  company 
and  the  Vermont  Power  &,  Manufacturing 
Company  were,  respectively,  the  successors 
of  the  New  England  Telephone  Company 
and  the  St.  Albans  Electric  Light  &  Power 
Company,  and  as  such  took  the  respective 
rights  of  those  companies  under  an  agree- 
ment they  had  regarding  the  use  of  their 
plants.  This  agreement  provided  that  either 
party  might  attach  its  wires  to  the  poles 
of  the  other  by  paying  a  certain  rental  for 
each  attachment,  but  that  nothing  done  un- 
der the  agreement  should  operate  to  give 
either  any  ownership  in  the  poles  of  tlie  oth- 
er. It  did  not  appear  that  the  plaintiff  had 
any  knowledge  of  this  agreement.  The  pole 
where  the  plaintiff  received  his  injury  was 
one  on  which  the  defendant  had  long  kept 
its  wires  by  virtue  of  this  agreement,  but 
about  six  weeks  before  the  accident  it  had 
transferred  all  its  wires  and  attachments 
from  this  pole  to  a  pole  of  its  own,  standing 
about  5  feet  from  it.  The  agreement  men- 
tioned was  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  ac- 
cident, but  the  evidence  of  the  defendant 
tended  to  show  that  it  had  ceased  paying 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


rent  for  this  pole,  and  had  abandoned  an<' 
lost  all  its  rights  thereto.  The  defendaat 
excepted  to  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  di- 
rect a  verdict  in  its  favor,  and  to  eertaia 
portions  of  the  charge  at  variance  with  the 
grounds  taken  in  ita  motion.  Tbe  poinu 
relied  upon  can  be  covered  by  a  review  of 
the  case  without  referring  to  the  exceptions 
in  detail. 

The  day  before  the  accident  a  cable  seat 
had   been   attached  to  this   power  companj 
pole  by  defendant's  employees,  to  be  used  tn 
splicing  the  defendant's  cable.     On  the  dar 
of  the  accident,  defendant's  foremiin  said  w 
tbe  linemen  that  they  would  go  down  and 
splice  the  cable,  and  all  went  together  to 
this  point.    On  arriving  there,  tbe  foreman 
told  the  .plaintiff  and  another   lineman  to 
go  to  a  certain  place  and  get  a  ladder.     T1i«r 
were  unable  to  get  it,  and  the  plaintiff  sj 
reported   to   the  foreman  on   their   returii. 
The  foreman  was  then  on  the  cable   seat 
with  his  materials  at  hand,  and  was  just 
commencing   the  work  of   spl-'cing.      After 
watching  him  awhile,  the  plaintiff  said  b« 
guessed  he  would  go  up  and  help  hini,  and 
received  no  reply.     The  plaintiff  then  as- 
cended this  pole,  and   stood   on    an    upper 
cross-arm,   and   handed   the   sleeves   to  the 
foreman   as  he   needed   them,   the   foreman 
taking  them  from  him  and  using  tbeni  zs 
he  proceeded  with  the  splicing.    After  work- 
ing in  this  manner  about  twenty  minutes, 
the  foreman  placed  the  bag  containing  tl.r 
sleeves  on  the  other  side  of  him,  which  put 
them  beyond  the  plaintiff's  reach ;  and  aftl^r 
looking   on    awhile,    the    plaintiff    said    be 
guessed  he  would  go  down,  and  proceeded  to 
do   so,    receiving   therein    the    injury    cnn,- 
plained  of.    These  were  circumstances  tend- 
ing to  show  that  the  plaintiff  was   in  tbe 
performance  of  his  duty  when  he   rrc^ivrd 
the  injury.     The  voluntary  offer  of  a  -will- 
ing servant  to  make   himself   useful    in  a 
matter   not   covered   by   any   express    com- 
mand, when  the  proffered  service  is  accept- 
ed by  his  superior,  although  not  by  an  ap- 
proval expressed  in  words,  cannot  be  said  a^ 
matter  of  law  to  put  the  servant  outside  the 
limits  of  his  employment.     During  the  in- 
terval between  the  removal  of  defendant's 
wires  from  this  pole  and  the  placing  of  tli^ 
cable  seat  upon  it,  defendant's  foreman  am- 
cended  it  two  or  three  times  to  inspect  the 
cable.     The  cable  seat  was  attached  to  the 
pole  by  the  foreman  himself,  assisted  by  one 
of  his  men;  both  going  up  the  pole  for  that 
purpose.    The  use  of  the  pole  in  connection 
with  the  making  of  this  splice  was  conven- 
ient, but  not  necessary,  and  was  a  use  of  it 
not  provided  for  in  the  agreement  above  men- 
tioned.   It  did  not  appear  whether  the  tele- 
phone company  or  the  power  company  had 
knowledge  that  the  pole  was  being  so  used. 
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We    think   the   undisputed   facts   regarding 
tlio  acts  of  the  foreman  show  an  adoption  of 
1,1118  pole  as  a  means  of  access  to  the  work 
to    be  performed.     This  was  not  an  unau- 
-tliorized  use  by  a  lineman  of  the  property 
of  a  stranger  of  his  own  choice,  as  in  Years- 
ley  V.  Sunset  Teleph.  ft  Teleg.  Co.  110  Cal. 
23C,  42  Pac.  638.    It  was  not  a  casual  use 
of    the   pole  of   another   company   to   over- 
come a  difficulty  which  was  found  to  inter- 
fere with  a  work  then  being  done,   aa   in 
r>ixon  V.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.   (C.  C.)   71 
Ked.   143.     The  foreman  had  planned  and 
arranged  to  use  this  pole  in   splicing  the 
rlefendant'a  cable,  and  the  men  had  a  right 
to   assume,  as  against  the  defendant,  that 
they  were  entitled  to  use  it  for  that  pur- 
pose.    They  were  brought  there  to  do  the 
'work,  and  no  other  provision  was  made  for 
reaching  it.    The  plaintiff  was  not  bound  to 
know  that  all  the  defendant's  right  to  the 
use  of  the  pole  had  ceased  with  the  removal 
of  its  wires;   for  while  the  previous  occu- 
pancy may  have  given  him  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  the  defendant  had  some  arrange- 
ment with  the  power  company  for  the  use 
of  its  poles,  this  did  not  charge  him  with 
the  duty  of  inquiring  what  that  arrange- 
ment was.     Robinson  v.  St.  Johnsbury  ft  L. 
C.  R.  Co.  80  Vt.  129,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)   1249, 
60  Atl.  814,  12  A.  ft  E.  Ann.  Cas.  106a 

The  defendant  argues  that  the  duty  to 
make  a  place  to  work  in  depends  upon  own- 
ership or  control,  and  refers  to  the  case  just 
cited  in  support  of  its  claim.  But  the  two 
cases  arc  not  alike.  In  that  case,  the  plain- 
tiff dealt  with  his  employer  in  recognition 
of  the  fact  that  his  entire  service  was  to  be 
in  trains  and  upon  tracks  and  with  em- 
ployees belonging  to  other  parties,  who 
would  be  responsible  for  his  transportation, 
and  over  whom  his  employer  would  have  no 
control.  In  this  case  the  plaintiff  was  per- 
mitted to  work  for  the  defendant  in  a  dan- 
gerous place,  in  ignorance  of  the  circiun- 
stances  which  are  now  claimed  to  have  re- 
lieved the  defendant  from  all  responsibility 
for  his  safety,  while  leaving  him  without 
other  remedy.  The  position  taken  is  not 
tenable.  The  defendant  saw  fit  to  adopt 
this  method  of  reaching  and  requiring  its 
cable,  instead  of  using  its  swing  platfonn, 
which  would  have  enabled  it  to  do  the  work 
without  using  the  property  of  another. 
Having  made  this  use  of  property  which  it 
did  not  undertake  to  inspect  and  had  no 
right  to  repair,  it  was  answerable  to  the 
plaintiff  for  any  result  which  reasonable 
inspection  and  repair  would  have  prevented. 
We  think  the  question  of  liability  is  to  be 
determined  as  it  would  be  if  this  pole  and 
the  wires  attached  to  it  had  been  a  part  of 
defendant's  plant.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
defendant  to  use  reasonable  care  to  provide 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


for  its  employees  a  reasonably  safe  place  in 
which  to  do  this  work,  and  this  included  a 
reasonably  safe  means  of  approach  as  re- 
gards the  wires.  The  plaintiff  understood 
that  some  of  his  work  would  be  on  poles  car- 
rying insulated  power  wires,  and  he  as- 
sumed the  risks  ordinarily  incident  to  such 
an  employment;  but  this  did  not  include 
risks  which  were  due  to  the  defendant's 
want  of  proper  care,  unless  they  were  risks 
which  he  knew  and  comprehended,  or  risks 
so  obvious  that  the  law  would  charge  him 
with  knowledge  and  comprehension.  Drown 
V.  New  England  Teleph.  ft  Teleg.  Co.  80  Vt. 
1,  14,  60  Atl.  801.  It  is  not  claimed  but 
that  there  was  evidence  tending  to  charge 
the  defendant  with  negligence,  if  it  is  to  be 
held  accountable  for  this  pole;  and  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  risks  due  to  its  negligence 
were  such  that  the  plaintiff  will  be  charged 
with  knowledge  of  them  will  be  covered  by 
the  further  discussion.  The  plaintiff  went 
up  the  pole  between  the  power  wires  on 
either  side  of  it,  and  received  his  injury  in 
descending  the  same  way.  Different  wit- 
nesses estimated  the  distance  between  the 
wires  at  this  point  at  12  inches  and  14 
inches;  but  there  was  evidence  tending  to 
show  that  a  climber  did  not  have  to  "squeeze 
through"  between  them.  No  measurement 
of  the  distance  was  introduced.  The  de- 
fendant claims  that  it  cannot  be  made 
chargeable  in  respect  to  this  approach,  be- 
cause it  was  not  the  proper  way  to  pass  to 
or  from  the  plaintiff's  position  above  the 
cross-arms.  It  is  said  that  this  position 
could  have  been  reached  by  climbing  over 
the  ends  of  the  cross-arms,  making  use  of 
an  empty  pin  at  the  end  of  an  upper  arm, 
and  that  this  was  the  safer  way.  It  is 
true  that  the  defendant's  evidence  tended 
to  show  that  the  men  did  not  use  the  way 
taken  by  the  plaintiff,  and  were  not  ex- 
pected to  use  it,  and  that  it  was  more  dan- 
gerous than  the  other.  But  the  evidence  of 
the  plaintiff  tended  to  show  that  the  men 
had  been  going  up  as  the  plaintiff  did,  that 
this  was  known  to  the  foreman,  and  that 
there  was  little  if  any  choice  between  the 
two  ways.  Each  method  had  its  own  pe- 
culiar peril.  In  going  up  as  the  plaintiff 
did,  the  climber  went  between  primary  wires 
with  less  than  the  usual  allowance  of  space, 
but  had  the  advantage  of  having  the  pole 
by  which  to  steady  himself.  In  going  up 
at  the  end  of  the  cross-arms  the  climber  was 
beyond  the  outside  wire,  but  had  nothing 
by  which  to  steady  himself  in  assuming  his 
position  on  the  upper  cross-orm.  The  fore- 
man, a  witness  for  the  defendant,  testified 
on  direct  examination  that  the  natural  way 
to  go  up  was  to  follow  the  pole.  The  evi- 
dence tended  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  was 
ignorant  of  the  defect  which  made  the  way 
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he  took  apcclally  dangerous.  It  is  evident 
tliat  tlie  questions  involved  in  this  part  of 
the  inquiry  cannot  be  disposed  of  as  matters 
of  law. 

There  was  evidence  tending  to  show  that 
there  is  uo  danger  in  coming  in  contact 
\yith  insulated  wires  of  this  voltage  in  a 
perfectly  dry  time,  and  that  the  day  the 
accident  occurred  and  the  day  before  that 
were  dry  and  warm.  The  plaintiff  was  an 
experienced  lineman,  had  been  in  the  de- 
fendant's service  fourteen  months,  and  had 
worked  for  it  on  poles  carrying  both  tele- 
phone and  power  wires.  He  testified  that 
he  had  seen  places  on  the  power  wires  where 
the  insulation  was  off,  and  knew  that  the 
wires  between  which  he  passed  in  ascending 
this  pole  were-  of  2,400  voltage,  and  under- 
stood the  dangers  incident  to  the  use  of 
such  wires,  but  did  not  know  that  there  was 
a  defect  in  the  insulation  at  the  place  where 
he  received  his  injury.  The  foreman  testi- 
fied with  reference  to  this  place  that  the 
insulation  on  one  of  the  wires  appeared  to 
be  all  right,  but  that  there  was  a  bare  place 
on  the  other  wire;  that  ho  first  noticed  the 
bare  spot  about  seven  weeks  before  the  ac- 
cident, and  had  seen  it  from  time  to  time 
afterwards;  that  he  did  not  know  that  he 
had  ever  told  the  plaintiff  about  this  defect 
in  the  insulation;  that  he  had  told  him  be- 
fore the  day  of  the  accident  that  this  was 
a  bad  pole,  and  to  look  out  for  it  whenever 
he  climbed  it,  but  had  never  given  him  a 
more  definite  warning;  that  when  he  noticed 
the  plaintiff  was  coming  up  the  day  of  the 
accident  he  told  bim  to  look  out  for  the 
wires.  This  evidence  of  notice  to  the  plain- 
tiff is  contradicted,  but,  if  it  were  not,  it 
could  not  be  said  to  have  charged  the  plain- 
tiff with  knowledge  of  this  defect.  The 
waniing  testified  to  was  so  general  that  it 
might  easily  have  been  supposed  to  refer  to 
the  unusual  nearness  of  the  wires,  and  thus 
have  served  to  mislead  rather  than  warn 
the  plaintiff  as  to  the  special  danger.  The 
plaintiff  testified  that  he  had  never  known 
of  any  inspection  of  these  wires  by  his 
mates,  and  that  his  understanding  was  that 
the  inspecting  was  done  by  employees  of  the 
power  company.  The  defendant  claims  that 
this  knowledge  cast  the  duty  of  inspection 
on  the  plaintiff,  and  that  in  undertalcing  to 
do  the  work  without  making  an  inspection 
he  became  chargeable  with  knowledge  of 
whatever  a  reasonable  insiiection  wo\ild  have 
disclosed.  The  court  pro|)erly  rejected  this 
view.  Knowledge  that  the  wires  had  not 
been  inspected  by  defendant's  employees  was 
not  the  same  as  knowledge  of  the  existence 
of  a  defect.  The  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  as- 
sume that  the  defendant  was  mindful  of 
its  obligation  to  its  employees,  and  had 
knowledge  regarding  the  wires  which  sat- 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


isfled  it  that  an  inspection  I^  its  employees 
was  not  necessary.  He  was  not  bound  to 
inquire  as  to  tlic  reasons  for  the  course 
taken,  nor  to  pass  judgment  upon  their  suf- 
ficiency. Vaillaiicourt  v.  Grand  Trunk  R. 
Co.  82  Vt.  410,  435,  74  Atl.  99;  Texas  i.  P. 
R.  Co.  ▼.  Archibald,  170  U.  S.  005,  42  L.  ed. 
1188,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  777. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  court  erred  in  ig- 
noring the  doctrine  which  relieves  the  nat- 
ter from  liability  when  the  knowledge  of 
the  scr'int  or  his  means  of  knowledge  tu 
equal  to  that  of  the  master.  That  doctrine 
was  not  applicable  to  the  case  presented. 
The  defect  was  one  discoverable  by  careful 
inspection,  and  the  duty  of  inspection  rested 
on  the  defcudant,  and  not  on  plaintiff.  See 
McKune  v.  Marr,  77  Vt.  7,  58  Atl.  721; 
Drown  v.  New  England  Telepb.  &  Teleg. 
Co.  80  Vt.  1,  15,  66  Atl.  801.  The  elosen.'ss 
of  observation  required  of  one  making  tn 
inspection  is  not  the  measure  of  the  care 
required  of  a  person  at  work.  No  one  ob- 
served the  movements  of  the  plaintiff  in  ^ 
ing  up  the  pole  or  in  attempting  to  retiiri. 
He  testified  on  direct  examination  that  he 
thought  the  insulation  at  this  pl.ice  wis 
all  right;  that  the  wires  appeared  all  right 
as  he  observed  them, — the  insulation  in 
proper  shape,  with  no  bare  places;  that  he 
started  down  as  carefully  as  he  could,  and 
was  coining  down  between  the  two  pole  pis 
wires,  with  his  face  to  the  pole  and  his 
right  hand  on  the  brace  rod  extending  from 
the  cable  seat  to  the  pole,  and  was  far 
enough  down. so  that  about  half  of  his  body 
was  below  the  upper  cross-arm,  when  his 
memory  of  the  occurrence  ceased.  On  cross- 
examination  he  testified  that  as  far  as  out- 
ward appearance  went,  the  wires  appeared 
to  be  all  right;  that  he  did  not  think  he 
observed  them  as  he  went  up  the  pule,— did 
not  take  particular  care  in  going  up, — took 
the  same  care  coming  down  as  he  did  goin^ 
up;  that  he  took  pains  to  avoid  the  wins, 
and  did  this  because  he  had  always  done  it. 
and  because  they  were  electric  light  wires 
and  carried  2,400  volts  and  might  be  dan- 
gerous; that  he  observed  nothing  in  their 
appearance  that  would  indicate  to  anyone 
that  they  were  particularly  dangprous,  but 
understood  it  was  possible  that  there  might 
be  a  break  there;  that  he  had  been  hurt 
badly  enough  by  escaping  electricity  a  short 
time  before,  so  that  he  would  not  come  in 
contact  with  such  a  wire  if  he  could  help 
it;  that  the  reason  he  did  not  come  in  con- 
tact with  the  wires  going  up  was  because  he 
took  care  to  avoid  them, — it  was  his  habit 
to  do  SQ;  that  in  going  up  he  was  near 
enough  to  the  wires  to  see  them,  and  was  in 
such  a  position  that  he  could  have  seen  if 
there  were  bare  places  there,  but  that  he  did 
not  see  any  oarc  places;  that  he  had  no 
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tbouglit  at  tlie  time  about  whether  the  wires 
lioil  bcvii  inspected.  Running  down  from 
the  wire  which  the  plaintiff  had  on  his  left 
as  he  descended  with  his  face  to  the  pole, 
was  a  leg  wire  wliich  carried  the  current  to 
a  wire  running  from  the  bottom  arm.  The 
first  person  who  saw  the  plaintiff  after  the 
contact  described  liim  as  having  his  body 
or  arms  against  the  wires  on  either  side  of 
him  and  his  left  knee  against  the  leg  wire. 
This  witness  designated  the  point  wliere  the 
leg  wire  intersected  with  the  main  wire,  and 
the  point  opposite  on  the  other  main  wire, 
as  the  places  where  the  body  or  arms  of  the 
plaintiff  adhered  to  the  wires.  The  surgical 
examination  disclosed  a  severe  burn  on  tlie 
right  arm  near  the  elbow,  a  severe  burn  over 
the  left  knee,  and  lesser  burns  on  variouc 
parts  of  the  body.  The  foreman  located  the 
bare  spot  of  which  he  had  knowledge  at  the 
point  wliere  the  leg  wire  connected  with  the 
main  wire,  and  said  it  was  plain  to  be  seen 
from  the  fnct  tliat  the  leg  wire  was  attached 
to  the  other  by  being  wrapped  around  it,  and 
that,  where  it  was  wrapped  around  there 
was  no  insulation.  The  one  who  made  this 
connection,  more  than  a  year  before,  de- 
scribed the  work  as  having  been  done  by 
baring  a  place  on  the  main  wire,  and  another 
place  on  the  log  wire,  and  tapping  the  two 
on, — tapping  the  one  on  the  leg  wire  onto  the 
main  wire.  These  statements  are  all  that 
we  have  descriptive  of  the  place  as  it  was 
known  before  the  accident.  Tlie  testimony 
regarding  the  size  of  this  place,  and  the  lo- 
cation and  size  of  other  bare  places  at  this 
point,  is  based  upon  observations  made  just 
after  tho  accident.  The  place  on  the  other 
wire,  opposite  the  place  known  to  the  fore- 
man, was  at  a  point  where  the  wire  had 
been  spliced.  A  witness  who  described  tliese 
places  as  they  appeared  after  the  accident 
said  of  one  of  them  that  there  was  no  tape 
around  it  at  that  time,  but  it  did  not  appear 
which  wire  was  referred  to.  There  was  evi- 
dence tending  to  show  that  a  sudden  and 
violent  strain  might  break  tlie  insulation, 
and  that  an  escaping  current  would  burn 
the  insulation  as  well  as  the  clothing  and 
flesh  of  the  person  in  contact. 

Wc  think  it  cannot  be  said  that  there  was 
no  evidence  tending  to  show  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  in  the  exercise  of  proper  care.  If 
there  were  answers  obtained  from  him  in 
cross-examination  that  were  inconsistent 
with  other  parts  of  his  testimony,  it  was  for 
the  jury  to  say  what  effect  should  be  given 
to  his  testimony  as  a  whole.  The  evidence 
fails  to  establish  with  any  degree  of  certain- 
ty the  condition  of  the  wires  at  this  point 
before  the  accident,  or  the  appearance  they 
would  present  to  one  who  observed  them 
while  ascending  or  descending  in  a  perpen- 
dicular line  passing  between  them.  There 
26  L.R.A,(N.8,1 


are  cases  where  the  court  has  refused  to  be 
bound  by  the  statement  of  a  plaintiff  that  he 
looked  up  the  track  where  there  was  an  un- 
obstructed view  of  it  for  a  long  distance 
without  seeing  any  train,  when  the  fact  that 
he  was  struck  by  the  train  showed  that  it 
must  have  been  where  tho  plaintiff  would 
have  seen  it  if  he  had  looked.  The  cross-ex- 
amination of  this  plaintiff  was  apparently 
directed  to  the  presentation  of  a  case  that 
would  call  for  an  application  of  the  same 
reasoning.  But  the  cases  present  obvious 
differences  in  the  situation  of  the  observer 
and  in  tlie  prominence  and  deflniteness  of  lo- 
cation of  the  thing  to  be  looked  for.  We 
think  that  the  evidence  above  recited  af- 
fords no  basis  for  the  conclusion  that  one 
ascending  or  descending  this  pole  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  due  care  must  necessarily  have  seen 
the  defective  insulation. 
Judgment  affirmed. 


WEST   VIRGINIA   SUPREME:   COURT 
OF  APPISAIiS. 

CHARLES  F.  W.  KUNST 
v. 

CITY  OF  GRAFTON,  Plff.  in  Err. 

■(—  W.  Va,  — ,  67  S.  E.  74.) 

Municipal  corporation  —  new  street  — 
injury  to  abutting  property  —  sur- 
lace  water—  liability. 

1.  Where,  in  constructing  a  new  street,  a 
municipal  corporation  collects  the  surface 
water  in  holes  left  in  the  street  o[;;o8ite  an 
abutting  lot,  and  because  of  the  soft  and 
porous  condition  of  the  soil  the  water  so 
collected  is  caused  to  flow  in  and  under  the 
some,  causing  the  soil  thereof  to  slip  and  to 
destroy  the  buildings  thereon,  such  munic- 
ipal corporation  is  liable  in  damages  to  the 
owner  of  such  lot  for  the  consequential  in- 
juries sustained,  as  for  collecting  -such  sur- 
face waters  in  drains  or  gutters,  and  cast- 
ing them  in  a  body  thereon. 
Same  —  increased  lateral  pressnre  and 

surface  water. 

2.  If,  in  so  constructing  and  grading  one 
of  its  streets  on  a  hillside,  a  municipal  cor- 
poration builds  an  embankment  in  front  of 
an  abutting  lot  and  thereby  increases  the 
lateral  pressure  thereon,  which  combined 
with  the  increas-ed  flow  of  the  surface  water, 
caused  by  such  street  improvement,  or  by 
the  water  collected  in  holes  or  in  drains  or 
gutters,  and  cast  in  a  body  on  such  lot, 
causes  such  lot  to  slip  and  to  destroy  tho 

neadnotes  by  Miixeb,  J. 

Note.  —  As  to  liability  of  municipal  cor- 
]K)ration  for  injury  to  lateral  support  in 
making  improvements,  see  note  to  Talcott 
Bros.  V.  Dcs  Moines,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)   090. 

As  to  duty  of  abutting  owner  to  preserve 
lateral  support  to  higlnv,av,  see  note  to  llav- 
erstraw  v.  Eckerson,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  287. 
7« 
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buildings  thereon,  such  corporation  is  liable 
in  damages  to  such  lot  owner  for  the  con- 
sequential injuries  to  his  property. 
Appeal  —  erroneous  Instruction  —  rever- 
sible error. 

3.  An  instruction  to  the  jury  covering  a 
case  not  presented  by  the  pleadings,  though 
there  be  evidence  on  the  subject  covered 
thereby,  is  erroneous,  and,  unless  it  clearly 
api>ears  that  the  rights  of  the  party  com- 
plaining have  not  been  injuriously  affected 
thereby,  the  giving  of  such  an  instruction 
will  constitute  reversible  error. 
Opinion  evidence  —  facts  not  present- 
able —  admissibility. 

4.  Though  opinion  evidence  as  a  general 
rule  is  not  admissible,  still,  when  the  facts 
are  such  that  it  is  manifestly  impossible  to 
present  them  to  the  jury  with  the  same 
force  and  cleainess  as  they  appeared  to  the 
observer,  then  opinion  is  admissible  as  to 
the  conclusions  and  inferences  to  be  drawn 
therefrom. 

(February  8,  1010.) 

T7>RR0R  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Taylor 
J  County  to  review  a  judgment  in  plain- 
tiff's favor  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  injuries  to  plaintiff's  property 
caused  by  an  increase  in  the  lateral  pressure 
thereon  by  street  improvements  and  collect- 
ed surface  water  cast  thereon  from  such  im- 
provements.   Reversed. 

The  facts  are  statied  in  the  opinion.  . 

Messrs.  Charles  P.  Gnard  and  G.  V/. 
Ford,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

Instructions  which  are  not  based  upon, 
or  applicable  to,  the  facts  proved  in  the  case, 
should  not  be  given  to  the  jury,  nlthougli 
they  may  be  correct  as  abstract  principles 
of  law. 

Coffman  v.  Hedrick,  32  W.  Va.  120,  9  S. 
E.  65;  State  v.  Manns,  48  W.  Va,  480,  37 
S.  E.  613. 

The  opinion  of  a  witness  who  neither 
knows  nor  can  know  more  about  the  subject- 
matter  than  the  jury,  and  who  must  draw 
his  deductions  from  facts  already  in  the 
possession  of  the  jury,  is  not  admissible. 

Overby  v.  Chesapeake  &  O.  R.  Co.  37  W. 
Va.  524,  16  S.  E.  813;  1  Elliott,  Ev.  §  671, 
p.  790;  Brooks  v.  Sioux  City,  114  Iowa,  041, 
87  N.  W.  082;  Lawson,  Exper.  Ev.  557; 
Dent  v.  Pickens,  34  W.  Va.  240,  20  Am.  St. 
Rep.  921,  12  S.  E.  098;  Hall  v.  Lyons,  29 
VV.  Va.  410,  1  S.  E.  582;  Taylor  v.  Balti- 
more &  0.  R.  Co.  33  W.  Va.  30,  10  S.  E. 
29;  State  v.  Musgrave,  43  W.  Va.  672,  28 
S.  E.  813 ;  17  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  pp.  20,  41 ; 
Graham  v.  Pennsylvania  Co.  139  Pa.  149, 
12  L.R.A.  293,  21  Atl.  151. 

Messrs.  A.  W.  Burdett  and  Warder  & 
Robinson,  for  defendant  in  error: 

If  there  is  any  evidence  before  the  jury 
tending  to  prove  a  case  supposed  in  an  in- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


struction    asked    for,    and    tlM    instruction 
propounds  the  law,  it  should  be  given. 

Early  v.  Garland,  13  Graft  1;  State  t. 
BeUall,  11  W.  Va.  703;  McMechen  v.  Mc- 
Mechen,  17  W.  Va.  685,  41  Am.  Rep.  r,<i; 
Carrico  v.  West  Virginia  C.  &  P.  IL  Co.  39 
W.  Va.  87,  24  L.R.A.  60,  19  S.  E.  671. 

If  an  erroneous  instruction  be  given  to 
a  jury  by  a  court,  and  it  appears,  by  otUr 
bills  of  exceptions,  that  the  question  <m 
which  that  erroneous  instruction  was  gitca 
did  not  arise  in  the  cause,  the  judgment  » ill 
be  affirmed,  notwithstanding-  the  erroneuui 
instruction. 

Hunter  v.  Jones,  6  Rand.  (Va.)  541 :  Pit- 
man V.  Breckenridge,  3  Gratt.  127 :  Vcdtv 
V.  Baltimore  &  O.  R.  Co.  6  W.  Va.  388 ;  C  lay 
V.  Robinson,  7  W.  Va.  349;  Sbeppard  v. 
Peabody  Ins.  Co.  21  W.  Va.  370. 

The  opinions  of  witnesses  are  receivable 
in  evidence  where  persons  not  experts  an 
permitted  to  testify  as  to  opinions  formed 
by  themselves  in  regard  to  the  cwmmuc 
transactions  of  life,  at  the  time  of  tlioir 
occurrence,  and  concerning  things  which  chl- 
not  be  reproduced  before  the  jury. 

6  Enc,  Ev.  pp.  519,  520,  064,  C.";",  714: 
State  v.  Welch,  36  W.  Va.  690,  15  S.  E.  lit*. 

Miller,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  tie 
court: 

A  clear  statement  of  the  cause  of  action 
is  rendered  necessary  to  a  proper  undt-r- 
Btanding  of  our  decision  on  the  points  ul 
error  presented.  Plaintiff  alleges  that,  being; 
the  owner  of  a  lot  on  Front  street  in  the 
city  of  Grafton,  running  back  and  up  a 
gentle  slope  to  a  steeper  hillside,  and  con- 
nected with  the  surface  of  his  lot  by  a  nat- 
ural and  unbroken  surface  and  by  natural 
and  unbroken  strata,  and  upon  which  lot 
there  was  situated  a  two-story  frame  dwell- 
ing house  of  great  value,  and  which,  pr;or 
to  the  grievances  complained  of,  was  occu- 
pied by  a  tenant,  and  yielding  plaintiff  sub- 
stantial and  remunerative  rents,  the  defend- 
ant undertook  to  and  did  grade  and  con- 
struct a  certain  new  street  across  said  hill- 
side immediately  back  of  said  lot,  and  'lug 
into  said  hillside  to  a  great  depth,  the  en- 
tire width  of  said  lot  and  in  close  proximity 
to  the  back  line  thereof,  in  both  directions, 
and  rising  quite  precipitously  to  the  west 
for  a  long  distance,  and  so  as  to  collect  in 
said  roadway  and  its  gutters  the  surface 
waters  from  a  great  territory  not  thcrcfurc 
draining  to  plaintiff's  lot;  and  did  thereby 
unlawfully  and  wrongfully,  and  without  the 
consent  of  plaintiff,  throw  said  surface  wa- 
ter, so  collected,  in  a  mass  or  body  wholly 
upon  his  lot;  and  did  also  dump,  unload, 
place,  and  pile  cart  loads  of  timl>cr,  earth, 
stone  and  gravel  thereon,  and  extended  the 
embankment  or  grade  of  said  new  street,  of 
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great  weight,  into  plaintiff's  lot,  so  as  to 
not  only  break  the  surface  or  strata  that 
theretofore  held  and  sustained  plaintiff's  lot 
on  said  hillside,  but  so  as  to  cast  the  great 
\<reight  of  the  whole  of  said  embankment  up- 
on the  rear  of  said  lot  at  the  place  where 
said  new  road  or  street  collected  said  sur- 
face water  in  a  mass  or  body,  as  aforesaid, 
and  whereby  the  water  so  collected  and  cast 
in  a  mass  or  body  thereon,  as  aforesaid, 
percolated,  soaked,  and  flowed,  not  only  on 
the  surface,  but  under  the  earth  and  strata 
of  said  lot,  from  the  rear  line  thereof  to 
said  Front  street,  and  into  and  under  said 
dwellin,;;  house  and  cellar,  and  that,  by 
reason  thereof  and  of  the  great  weight  of 
said  embankment  upon  and  in  the  rear  of 
said  lot,  the  upper  or  elevated  portion  there- 
of, fr(Hn  rear  to  near  the  front,  was  made  to 
loosen,  slip,  slide,  and  change  its  natural 
lay  and  location,  and  to  carry  with  it  said 
dwelling  bouse,  and  to  cause  said  house  to 
fall,  and  to  become  wholly  untenantable  and 
absolutely  worthless,  and  to  be  continuously 
wet,  damp,  slipping,  and  sliding,  and  wholly 
unfit  for  occupancy,  as  aforesaid,  or  for  any 
other  purpose,  and  whereby  the  plaintiff 
has  been  wholly  deprived  of  the  use  of  said 
lot  and  dwelling  house,  and  hindered  and 
prevented  from  enjoying  the  same  to  any 
extent,  and  that  the  rental  and  market  value 
thereof  has  been  greatly  diminished,  de- 
stroyed, and  ruined,  and  the  plaintiff  otlier- 
wise  greatly  damaged. 

The  theory  upon  which  the  case  was  made 
up  and  tried  below  was  that  the  damages 
sustained  were  in  consequence  either,  ( 1 )  of 
the  alleged  wrongful  and  unlawful  collection 
of  the  surface  waters,  and  casting  them  in 
a  mass  or  body  upon  plaintiff's  lot;  or  (2) 
of  the  increased  lateral  pressure  on  the  soil 
thereof,  by  the  building  of  the  embankment 
thereon,  or  in  the  street  opposite  thereto, 
as  alleged;  or  (3)  in  consequence  of  the 
combined  force  and  action  of  the  first  two 
causes  of  injury. 

Upon  the  trial  below  there  was  a  verdict 
and  judgment  for  plaintiff  for  $362.50,  to 
which  judgment,  upon  the  petition  of  de- 
fendant, a  writ  of  error  was  awarded  by  this 
court. 

The  action  of  the  oourt  below  in  overrul- 
ing the  demurrer  to  the  declaration  assigned 
as  error  in  the  petition  is  not  argued  or  ap- 
parently relied  on  here.  We  are  of  opinion 
that  the  declaration  states  a  good  cause  of 
action. 

The  action  of  the  court  below  in  overrul- 
ing defendant's  motion  to  continue  the  case 
is  apparently  relied  on  as  error.  The 
grounds  of  the  motion  were  absence  of  two 
witnesses.  One  of  these  appeared  and  was 
examined.  As  to  the  other,  the  plaintiff 
proposed  that  his  testimony  given  on  a  for- 
20  t.R.A.(N.S.) 


mer  trial  and  taken  down  by  the  stenog- 
rapher might  be  read  in  evidence  on  the 
second  trial.  Wherefore  we  find  no  abuse 
of  the  discretion  of  the  court  in  refusing 
to  continue  the  case. 

The  other  errors  assigned  relate  to  the 
giving  and  refusing  of  instructions,  the  al- 
leged admission  of  improper  evidence,  and 
the  refusal  of  the  court  to  set  aside  the 
verdict  and  award  the  defendant  a  new  trial. 

Plaintiff's  first  instruction  given  was  ex- 
cepted to.  It  told  the  jury  in  substance 
that,  if  they  believed  from  the  evidence  that 
defendant  in  making,  grading,  and  con- 
structing the  new  street  or  road  in  the  rear 
of  plaintiff's  lot,  collected  the  surface  water, 
and  caused  it  to  percolate,  soak,  and  flow 
in  a  mass  or  body  thereon,  and  so  as  to 
cause  said  lot  to  become  marshy  and  slip- 
pery; and  did  dump,  unload,  place,  and  pile 
timber,  earth,  stone,  and  gravel  thereon,  and 
constructed  an  embankment  thereon,  so  as 
to  cause  said  lot  to  slip,  slide,  and  change 
its  natural  lay  and  location,  all  without  the 
consent  of  plaintiff,  and  thereby  destroying, 
damaging,  and  ruining  the  rental  and  mar- 
ket value  of  said  lot  and  the  house  thereon, 
they  must  flnd  a  verdict  for  plaintiff,  and 
fix  his  damages  at  the  amount  which  tlie 
same  had  been  deteriorated  or  lessened  in 
value  by  the  action  of  defendant.  This  in- 
struction assumes  that  the  embankment  was 
built  upon  the  plaintiff's  lot.  Tlic  evidence 
is  conflicting  as  to  whether  the  embankment 
encroached  upon  plaintifTs  lot ;  but  it  is  con- 
clusive that  either  by  the  action  of  the  wa- 
ter, or  the  weight  of  tlie  structure,  or  both 
combined,  a  great  portion  of  this  embank- 
ment, at  or  about  the  time  of  the  injuries 
complained  of,  was  caused  to  slip  down  and 
encroach  upon  plaintiff's  lot.  The  theory  of 
the  instruction  is  that  the  damages  were  in 
consequence  of  the  combined  action  of  the 
water  and  the  increased  lateral  pressure  of 
the  embankment.  In  this  respect  this  in- 
struction differs  from  defendant's  instruc- 
tion number  4,  refused,  and  we  think  prop- 
erly refused,  for,  while  it  would  have  rightly 
told  the  jury  that  plaintiff  could  not  recover 
for  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  change  in 
the  natural  flow  of  the  surface  waters,  by 
the  grading  and  construction  of  the  street, 
unless  cast  in  a  body  u|)on  plaintifTs  lot, 
it  would  have  also  told  tliem  that  he  could 
not  recover  for  injuries  thereto  by  the  mak- 
ing or  extension  of  said  embankment  upon 
or  opposite  to  said  lot,  or  by  any  or  all  of 
such  causes  combined.  It  is  proper,  there- 
fore, to  consider  these  instructions  togetlier, 
involving  as  they  do  the  question  whether 
plaintiff  can  recover  for  damages  to  his  lot 
from  the  increased  lateral  pressure  of  said 
embankment. 
The  only   objection   urged   to   plaintiff'a 
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first  instruction  is  tliat  there  is  no  evidence 
showing  that  the  surface  waters  were  col- 
lected and  caused  to  flow  in  a  mass  or  body 
upon  his  lot.  The  evidence  relied  upon  is 
mainly  that  of  the  witness  Jackson,  who 
testified  that,. in  digging  and  e.\cavating,  big 
holes  were  left  in  the  road,  and  the  water 
coming  down  off  the  hill  settled  in  thf^se 
holes  and  flowed  down  through  the  openings 
in  the  stone,  and  that  in  this  way  they  were 
collected  in  a  body  and  cast  upon  or  under 
the  surface  of  plaintiff's  lot.  The  testimony 
of  other  witnesses  also  tends  to  support 
this  witness  as  to  this  fact.  It  is  earnestly 
insisted,  however,  that  this  evidence  docs 
not  bring  the  ease  within  the  rule  of  .fordan 
V.  Bcnwood,  42  W.  Va.  312,  30  L.n.A.  619, 
67  Am.  St.  Rep.  850,  20  S.  E.  200,  and  Cloy 
V.  St.  Albans,  43  W.  Va.  539,  C4  Am.  St. 
Rep.  883,  27  S.  E.  308.  The  evidence  docs 
not  show  that  the  water  thus  collected  in 
holes  was  otherwise  collected  and  cast  in  a 
body  upon  plaintiff's  lot,  but  it  leaves  little 
or  no  room  to  doubt  that  these  surface  wa- 
ters thus  collected  in  the  holes  did  seep  and 
flow  down  through,  under,  and  over  plain- 
tiff's lot,  so  as  to  cause  or  contrib\itc  to  the 
slipping  and  sliding  thereof,  and  the  de- 
struction of  his  dwelling  ho\iSB  therenn. 
Witnesses  say  that  the  soil  ou  plaintiff's 
lot  was  of  a  soapstonc  character,  was  open 
and  porous  so  as  to  allow  the  water  to  soak, 
percolate,  and  flow  freely  in  and  under  the 
same.  Did  not  the  collection  of  these  sur- 
face waters  in  these  holes  in  this  way,  and 
tinder  the  facts  and  circumstances  shown  in 
evidence,  amount  to  a  collection  and  castinp; 
of  the  same  in  a  mass  or  body  upon  the 
plaintiff's  lot!  They  were  not  allowed  to 
flow  freely  over  the  surface  as,  b\it  for  these 
holes,  they  naturally  would  have  done.  True 
they  did  not  flo'V  in  open  drains  or  gutters 
through  plaintiff's  lot,  hut,  by  these  un- 
natural means,  were  made  to  flow  in  and 
under  the  same  so  as  to  do  damage  to  the 
plaintiff.  We  think  upon  these  facts  the 
instruction  justified  by  the  authorities  cited. 

The  next  question  is.  Is  the  defendant,  as 
assumed  in  plaintiff's  instruction  number  1, 
and  negatived  in  defendant's  instruction 
number  4,  rejected,  liable  for  damages  due 
to  the  increased  lateral  pressure  of  the  cm- 
bankmentt  Assuming  that  the  embankment 
was  originally  built  upon  the  street,  and  did 
not  then  encroach  upon  plaintiff's  lot,  would 
not  defendant  nevertheless  he  liable  for  dam- 
ages incurred  by  plaintiff  as  the  result  of 
the  increased  lateral  pressure  upon  his  hill- 
side lott    We  think  it  would. 

Undoubtedly  a  municipal  corporation  has 
the  right  to  improve  its  streets,  and  to  raise 
and  lower  the  grades  thereof;  but  if  in  do- 
ing 80  it  do  damage  to  an  abutting  lot  own- 
er, it  is  liable.  Under  our  law  private  prop- 
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erty  cannot  be  taken  or  damaged  for  public 
use  without  just  compensation.  The  riglit 
to  lateral  support  applies  only  to  land  in  its 
natural  state.  Stevenson  v.  Wallace,  27 
Gratt.  77;  Tunstall  v.  Christian,  80  Va.  I, 
50  Am.  Rep.  581.  These  and  other  authori- 
ties hold  that  an  adjoining  owner  is  not 
entitled  to  lateral  support  for  buildings  nr 
other  artificial  structures.  But  does  this 
rule  apply  to  the  public  in  general,  or  to  a 
municipal  corporation  authorized  to  build, 
improve,  and  grade  the  public  ro«ds  and 
streets  T  18  Am.  &,  Eng.  Enc  Law,  p.  Hi, 
on  the  authority  of  some  New  York  cases, 
says :  "The  right  to  support  exists  not  only 
for  the  highway  in  its  natural  state,  but 
also  for  the  highway  when  so  improved  aa 
to  increase  the  lateral  pressure,  the  doctrine 
controlling  the  rights  of  adjoining  landown- 
ers in  this  respect  having  no  application  tn 
the  case  of  a  highway."  In  Milbum  t.  Fov- 
Icr,  27  Hun,  668,  one  of  the  cases  referred 
to,  Cullen,  Judge,  says:  "It  is  claimed  that 
there  is  no  right  of  lateral  support  for  the 
street  unless  it  is  alleged  and  shown  tliat 
the  highway  is  in  its  natural  state  and  fm 
from  superincumbent  earth  which  may  in- 
crease the  lateral  pressure."  But,  says  Ih-: 
"This  doctrine,  which,  in  the  absence  of  any 
statutory  regulations,  controls  the  rc1ativ« 
rights  betwen  adjacent  owners,  has  no  appli- 
cation to  the  case  of  a  highway."  In  Fine 
gan  V.  Eckerson,  32  App.  Div.  233,  52  N.  Y. 
Supp.  993,  one  point  of  the  syllabus  is:  "S 
far  as  the  lateral  support  of  the  soil  in  it> 
natural  state,  without  the  burden  of  anr 
buildings  upon  it,  is  concerned,  the  oerupant 
of  land  is  entitled  to  protection  by  injunc- 
tion, but  this  rule  does  not  apply,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  statutory  regulation,  to  the  case  of 
buildings  upon  land  contiguous  to  that  uifj 
which  an  excavation  is  being  made."  Ot:icr 
New  York  cases  referred  to  in  this  decisi.m 
arc  pertinent.  It  will  be  noted,  however, 
that  both  of  these  cases  say,  "in  th'*  abseiic>- 
of  any  statutory  regulation."  In  New  York 
damages  are  not  given  for  injury  to  privat-^ 
property  for  public  purprscs,  unless  t'l-  I 
property  or  some  portion  of  it  he  actuaVy 
taken.  But  even  in  that  juris<liction  ron- 
sequential  injuries  resulting  in  dams?-, 
owing  to  the  hardship  of  the  rule  in  that 
state,  have  frequently  been  construed  to  I* 
a  taking  of  the  property  within  the  meaning 
of  the  New  York  law.  Under  our  Constitu- 
tion we  have  no  such  difficulties  to  otrr- 
come.  Section  0  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  ( Co-:*' 
1906,  p.  1)  is  that  "private  property  shall 
not  be  taken  or  damaged  for  public  uiv 
without  just  compensation."  While,  in  Jor- 
dan v.  Benwood,  supra,  42  W.  Va.  at  pag^ 
319,  320,  Judge  Brannon  cxpres-sed  the  opin- 
ion timt  this  clause  of  our  Constitution 
would  not  render  *  municipality  liable  for 
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consequential  damages  in  diverting  the 
courite  of  surface  waters,  so  long  as  tliey 
continued  to  flow  as  surface  waters,  and  not 
in  gutters  or  drains,  and  by  being  cast  in 
a  mass  or  body  upon  adjoining  lands,  no 
more  than  an  individual  would  be  liable 
therefor;  yet  that  this  provision  of  tlie  Con- 
stitution was  intended  to  make  the  public 
equally' liable  with  an  individual  for  doing 
injury  to  the  adjoining  land  of  a  citizen,  as, 
for  instance,  "by  embankment  rendering 
access  to  it  dangerous  or  inconvenient."  We 
think  this  doctrine  supported  by  Elliott  on 
Roads  &  Streets,  §§  494  to  499,  inclusive. 
In  §  406,  this  writer  says:  "It  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  conceive  cases  where  ordinary  care 
would  require  the  construction  of  a  wall, 
or  other  protection,  to  prevent  injury  to 
adjoining  property,  and  in  such  cases  it 
should  be  built,  or  the  city  be  compelled  to 
make  compensation  for  the  loss  actually 
sustained  from  the  failure  to  suitably  pro- 
tect the  adjoining  property  from  injury." 

Our  conclusion,  therefore,  is  that  plain- 
tilfs  instruction  numlMir  1  is  good,  and 
was  properly  given,  and  that  defendant's 
number  4.  reji-cted,  was  properly  rejected. 
The  latter  implied  that  defendant  would 
not  be  liable  for  damages  due  to  the  making 
or   extension  of  the  embankment. 

Plaintiff's  instruction  number  2,  given, 
and  complained  of,  told  the  jury  that,  if 
they  believed  from  the  evidence  that  de- 
fendant did  not  use  due  diligence  in  pushing 
to  completion  the  work  of  grading  the  new 
street  in  the  rcor  of  plaintiff's  lot,  but  was 
negligent  therein,  so  that  tiie  delay  in  com- 
pleting the  work  caused  the  injury  com- 
plained of,  they  must  find  for  the  plainttiff. 
We  think  this  instruction  erroneous.  The 
error  is  practically  conceded,  but  it  is  in- 
sisted it  was  harmless.  It  was  erroneous, 
if  for  no  other  reason,  because  the  declara- 
tion contains  no  allegation  of  delay  in  tlie 
completion  of  the  work  or  of  injury  to  the 
plaintilPs  lot  in  consequence  thereof.  There 
is  evidence  showing  and  tending  to  show 
that  the  work  was  suspended  for  a  time, 
during  the  winter  months,  on  account  of  bad 
woather,  and  was  not  resumed  until  in  the 
early  spring.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the 
damage  was  done  to  plaintiff's  lot.  Con- 
coding  that  the  evidence  may  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  support  the  theory  of  the  instruc- 
tion, not  advanced  by  the  declaration,  could 
it  lie  made  the  basis  of  recovery?  The  rule 
is  that  an  instruction  should  not  be  given 
upon  a  question  not  raised  by  the  pleadings. 
Burr  v.  Brown,  0  W.  Va.  241 ;  Henry  v. 
Davis,  7  W.-  Va.  71. i;  Barber  v.  Fire  & 
Afarine  Ins.  Co.  10  W.  Va.  CiS,  37  Am.  Rep. 
SOO.  It  is  argued,  however,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  Hunter  v.  Jones,  G  Kund.  (Va.) 
.•Jil :  Beatv  v.  Baltimore  &  O.  R.  Co.  0  W. 
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Va.  388;  Clay  v.  Robinson,  7  W.  Va.  349; 
Slieppard  v.  Peabody  Ins.  Co.  21  W.  Va.  308, 
394;  State  v.  Poinde.\ter,  23  W.  Va.  805; 
McDonald  v.  Cole,  40  W.  Va.  180,  32  S.  E. 
1033;  Kerr  v.  Lunsford,  31  W.  Va.  000, 
2  L.R.A.  008,  8  S.  E.  493,  and  Carrico  v. 
West  Virginia  C.  &  P.  R.  Co.  30  W.  Va.  80, 
24  L.R.A.  50,  19  S.  E.  671,  and  other  cases, 
that  though  an  erroneous  instruction  be 
given,  if  it  contains  a  mere  abstract  propo- 
sition, or  it  be  manifest  that  the  complain- 
ing party  has  not  been  prejudiced  thereby, 
it  will  not  be  ground  fur  reversal.  In  this 
case,  however,  we  cannot  see 'that  the  de- 
fendant was  not  prejudiced  by  this  instruc- 
tion. Evidence  was  offered  by  plaintiff 
showing  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  work, 
but  the  jury  were  told  by  this  instruction 
that,  if  they  found  due  diligence  was  not 
used  «nd  there  was  negligence  in  completing 
the  work,  and  that  the  delay  caused  injury 
to  the  plaintiff,  nut  that  they  might,  but 
that  they  must,  find  a  verdict  for  the  plain- 
tiff. None  of  the  authorities  relied  upon 
will  relieve  an  instruction  from  the  quality 
of  reversible  error  when  it  covers  a  case 
not  made  by  the  pleadings.  For  instance, 
in  Beaty  y.  Baltimore  &  0.  R.  Co.  supra, 
relied  upon,  it  is  said,  referring  to  the  in- 
struction under  consideration:  "It  is  not 
perceived,  therefore,  thot  the  plaintiff  could 
have  been  injured  by  the  instructions,  as 
upon  the  evidence  presented  in  his  bill  of 
exceptions^  and  the  pleadings  in  the  cause, 
the  plaintiff  Btill  had  a  right  to  recover  for 
that  kind  of  damage  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  jury,  and  for  which  this  action  could 
be  maintained." 

Defendant  complains  of  the  rejection  of 
its  instructions  numbered  6  and  0.  No.  6 
would  have  said  to  the  jury  that  even 
though  defendant  merely  caused  a  change  in 
the  flow  of  the  surface  water  incident  to 
the  proper  work  of  improving  and  opening 
said  street,  defendant  would  not  be  liable 
for  injury  to  plaintiff's  lot  caused  thereby, 
if  the  water  still  spread  out,  as  surface  wa- 
ter usually  does.  No.  0  would  have  pro- 
pounded the  proposition  that,  if  the  work 
of  making  and  constructing  said  street  and 
embankment  was  not  negligently  done,  and 
whereby  the  course  of  the  surface  water  was 
changed,  yet  if  said  water  still  spread  out 
over  the  surface  of  plaintiff's  lot,  or  soaked 
into  or  percolated  through  the  soil,  and  was 
not  by  such  change  made  to  run  in  destruc- 
tive currents  plowing  drains  or  courses 
through  the  soil,  washing  away  the  proper- 
ty of  plaintiff,  the  defendant  would  not  be 
liable  for  damages  on  account  of  the  woter 
l>eing  80  changed.  These  instructions  are 
both  predicated  upon  the  principles  an- 
nmmccd  in  Clay  v.  St.  Alhans  and  Jordan 
v.  Benwood,  supra.     But  the  case  we  have 
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here,  in  at  least  one  essential  feature,  is  not 
like  tliose  cases.  In  this  case  we  have  the 
fact  proven  that  the  surface  water  was  col- 
lected in  holes  in  the  street  opposite  plain- 
tiff's lot  as  already  shown,  a  fact  ignored  in 
both  these  instructions,  and  besides  we  have 
the  added  cause  of  injury,  the  increased 
lateral  pressure  of  the  embankment  in  the 
street  opposite  plaintiff's  lot,  co-operating 
with  the  first.  While  the  general  propo- 
sitions stated  in  the  instructions  may  be 
true,  .they  are  not  applicable  to  the  case  in 
hand:  First,  for  ignoring  the  fact  that  the 
water  was  collected  in  holes,  and  from  there 
turned  into  plaintiff's  lot  practically  in  a 
body;  second,  for  ignoring  the  clement  of 
damages  due  to  the  embankment;  and  third, 
because,  if  the  increased  flow  of  the  surface 
water  thereon,  caused  by  the  improvement 
of  the  street,  rendered  plaintiff's  lot  less 
able  to  withstand  the  increased  lateral  pres- 
sure of  said  embankment,  and  thereby  con- 
tributed to  the  injuries  to  his  property,  as 
the  evidence  tends  to  show,  it  was  not 
strictly  proper  to  tell  the  jury,  as  these 
instructions  would  have  done,  that  defend- 
ant was  not  liable  for  injury  due  to  the 
surface  water  thus  turned  upon  plaintiff's 
lot.  They  were  both  properly  rejected  for 
these  reasons. 

Defendant's  instruction  number  3,  as  pro- 
posed, was  refused.  But  the  court  modified 
it  by  adding  the  words  in  italics,  and  as 
modified  gave  it  to  the  jury,  as  follows: 
"The  court  instructs  the  jury  that  the  city 
of  Grafton  had  the  right  to  make,  grade, 
and  open  said  street  upon  its  own  land,  and, 
if  said  city  did  so  make,  grade,  and  o|ien 
said  Barrett  street,  and  tliereby  cause  the 
surface  water  to  increase  in  quantity  upon 
plaintiff's  said  lot,  still  the  said  city  is  not 
liable  for  damage  done  by  said  water,  unless 
said  water  was  cast  upon  said  lot  in  a  mass 
or  body,  or  in  such  manner  as  to  cause  the 
injury  complained  of."  The  refusal  of  the 
court  to  give  the  instruction  as  proposed, 
and  in  modifying  it  and  giving  it  as  modi- 
fied, is  excepted  to.  As  originally  proposed 
we  think  this  instruction  bad,  for  the  rea- 
sons given  respecting  said  instructions  num- 
bered 6  and  6,  and  should  have  been  re- 
jected. But  did  the  modification  cure  it? 
It  is  likely  the  court  intended  that  the 
amendment  should  apply  to  the  fact  that 
water  was  collected  in  holes  opposite  plain- 
tiff's lot,  and  that  the  increased  flow  of  the 
surface  water  thereon  had  rendered  it  less 
able  to  withstand  the  increased  lateral  pres- 
sure of  the  embankment.  If  so,  and  the  jury 
so  understood  it,  the  instruction  might  not 
be  objectionable.  But  we  think  it  doubtful 
whether  they  so  interpreted  the  instruction, 
and  that  the  instruction  should  have  Ijecn 
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so  drawn  as  to  have  left  no  room  for  ait- 
understanding. 

Bills  of  exceptions  numlH^rcd  9,  10,  11,  12, 
13,  and  14,  relate  to  certain  so-called  opin- 
ion evidence  of  witnesses,  as  to  what  caused 
the  slip  on  plaintiff's  lot,  and  whether  wlieo 
slips  do  occur  they  usually  occur  above  or 
below  where  the  excavation  takes  place.  All 
these  witnesses,  after  detailing  as  well  u 
they  could  the  facts  and  the  appearances  of 
the  property  viewed  at  or  about  the  time 
of  the  injuries,  were  permitted  to  give  tlwir 
impressions  or  opinions  as  to  the  real  cau^ 
of  the  slipping.    It  is  claimed  this  was  er- 
ror calling  for  reversal,  and  tlie   rule  an- 
nounced in  points  5  and  G  of  the  syllabus  in 
Overby  v.  Chesapeake  &  O.  R.  Co.  37  W.  Va. 
523,  16  S.  E.  813,  is  relied  on,  namely:  "5. 
If  the  facts  in  a  case  cau  be  placed  before 
a  jury,  and  they  are  of  such  a  nature  that 
jurors  generally  are  just  as  coinpetcui  to 
form   opinions   in    reference    to    there,    and 
draw   inferences   from   tlicm,    as    witness«s, 
then  the  opinion  of  experts  cannot  be  re- 
ceived in  evidence  as  to  such   facts."     ''6. 
The  opinion  of  a  witness  who  neither  knovs 
nor  can  know  more  about  the  subject-matter 
than  the  jury,  and  who  must  draw  his  de- 
ductions from  facts  already  in  the  posses«i<n! 
of  the  jury,  is  not  admissible."     But  tli(<<; 
rules,  though  applicable  to  that  case,   li.-.\ - 
little  if  any  application   here.      It   will  U 
noticed  that  these  rules  are  limited  to  ca>«- 
where  all  the  facts  can  be  placed  before  tbc 
jury,  and  the  jurors  are  either  just  as  com- 
petent to   form   opinions   and   draw    infi-r- 
ences  in  reference  to  them  as  the  witn«'r>-i"-. 
or  the  deduction  must  be  drawn  from  f:u't~ 
already  in  the  possession  of  the  jury.     Whilf 
it  is  true  the  witnesses  undertook  to  detail 
the  facts   and  conditions,   and   to    dos^rilx^ 
the  appearances  of  the  property,  attending. 
and  before  and  after  the  injuries,   and   thr 
jury  viewed  the  premises  at  the  time  of  tli-j 
trial,  a  year  or  more   afterwards,  yet   we 
know  that  human   language   is   inadequat-? 
to  accurately  describe  all  that  appeared  at 
the  time,  and  that  must  then  have  appeared 
to  the  eyes  of  the  witnesses  who  saw  and 
viewed  the  premises.     Where  the  facts  can 
thus  be  only  imperfectly  narrated,  tlie  jury 
may  properly  be  given  the  benefit   of   the 
opinions  or  impressions  of  the  witnesses,  as 
material  facts  in  arriving  at  their  verdict. 
See'  cases  collated  in  6  Enc.  Dig.  Va.  4  \V. 
Va.  Rep.  792,  793.    Our  conclusion  is  that 
no  error  was  committed  in  the  admis.sion  of 
this  opinion  evidence. 

As  it  becomes  necessary  to  reverse  the 
judgment  for  substantial  errors  already 
pointed  out,  it  will  not  be  proper  to  other- 
wise dispose  of  the  motion  for  a  new  trial. 
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basuU  on  the  theory  of  want  of  evidence  to 
support  it. 

The  judgment  is  reversed,  and  the  defend- 
ant awarded  a  new  trial. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  SUPREICE  COURT. 

A.  H.  STEPHENSON,  Admr.,  etc.,  of  Lewis 

Olsen    Grinner,    Deceased,    Respt., 

V. 

JAMES  W.  CONE  et.  al.,  Appta. 

(—  S.  D.  — ,  124  N.  W.  439.) 

Real  property  —  abstract  of  title  —  Idem 
sonans. 

1.  An  abstracter  who  leaves  off  from  a 
search  of  the  real  estate  title  of  Edward  J. 

B.  the  record  of  a  judgment  against  Ed.  J. 
B.  will  be  liable  to  one  having  a  right  to 
rely  on  his  abstract,  who  is  injured  by  such 
omission,  if  the  judgment  proves  to  have 
been  against  the  one  whose  title  he  was 
searching. 

Abstract  of  title  ^<lnty  of  abstracter. 

2.  An  abstracter  of  titles  must  furnish  to 
an  intending  purchaser  by  means  of  the  ab- 
stract everything  pertaining  to  the  namei) 
and  the  property  in  question,  so  far  as  ap- 
pears from  the  record,  that  reasonably 
might  affect  such  title,  and  thus  put  the 
purchaser  on  inquiry,  in  order  that  such 
purchaser  may  himself  make  such  investi- 
gation as  to  outside  facts  affecting  the 
title  which  are  indicated  there. 

(January  12,  1910.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of   the   Circuit   Court   for   Minnehaha 


County  in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  ou  an  abstracter's  bond 
for  damages  alleged  to  have  been  caused  bf 
the  negligent  preparation  by  defendant  Cone 
of  an  abstract  of  title  to  certain  property. 
Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Keith  &  Keith,  for  appellants: 

It  was  not  the  duty  of  the  abstracter,  un- 
der the  terms  of  his  employment,  to  certify 
in  the  continuance  of  the  abstract,  the  judg- 
ments against  Ed.  J.  Borstad. 

Andrews  v.  Wynn,  4  S.  D.  40,  54  N.  W. 
1047;  Vickerv  x.  Burton,  6  N.  D.  245,  00 
N.  W.  193;  .itna  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Hesser.  77 
Iowa,  381,  4  L.R.A.  122,  14  Am.  St  Rep. 
297,  42  N.  W.  327;  Sterling  Mfg.  Co.  v. 
Early,  60  Iowa,  94,  28  N.  W.  458;;  Dewey 
V.  Sugg,  109  N.  C.  328,  14  L.R.A.  393,  13 
S.  E.  924;  Thomas  v.  Desney,  57  Iowa,  58, 
10  N.  W.  315;  Crouse  v.  Murphy,  140  Pa. 
335,  12  LJl.A.  58,  23  Am.  St.  Rep.  232,  21 
Atl.  358. 

Messrs.  Robertson  &  Dougherty,  for  re- 
spondent : 

Although  the  Christian  name  of  the  judg- 
ment debtor  was  not  written  out  in  full, 
the  docket  entry  was  sufficient  to  have  put 
a  reasonably  prudent  man  on  inquiry,  and 
having  failed  to  make  the  inquiry,  and,  in 
fact,  having  entirely  ignored  the  judgment 
docket,  the  defendant  and  his  sureties  are 
liable. 

Muller  ▼.  Flavin,  13  S.  D.  595,  83  N.  W. 
687;  Black,  Judgm.  §  406;  Metz  v.  State 
Bank,  7  Neb.  165;  Pinncy  v.  Russell  &  Co. 
52  Minn.  443,  54  N.  W.  484;  Green  v.  Mey- 
ers, 98  Mo.  App.  438,  72  S.  W.  128;  Valen- 
tine v.  Britton,  127  N.  C.  57,  87  S.  E.  74; 


tfote.  ^    ZAabiUty  of  tttle  abatracter. 

The  authorities  upon  this  question  are  re- 
viewed in  the  subject  note  accompanying 
the  case  of  Equitable  Bdg.  &  L.  Asso.  v. 
Bank  of  Commerce  &  T.  Co.  12  L.R.A.  (N.S.) 
449.  The  following  cases  have  been  report- 
ed since  that  note  was  written: 

In  Goldberg  v.  Sisseton  Loan  &  Title  Co. 
(S.  D.)  123  N.  W.  266,  the  defendant  com- 
pany was  held  liable  for  its  failure  to  in- 
clude in  an  abstract  of  title  prepared  by  it 
a  description  of  a  notice  of  lig  pendens  or 
any  reference  to  such  notice.  Referring  to 
a  statute  providing  that  abstracters  should 
be  liable  for  any  and  all  damages  that  may 
occur  to  any  party  or  parties  by  reason  of 
any  error  or  deficiency  or  mistake  in  any 
abstract  or  certificate  of  title  made  and  is- 
sued by  them,  the  court  said:  "The  lia- 
bility, therefore,  of  the  abstracters,  is  to 
the  person  injured,  without  regard  to  who 
pays  for  the  abstract,  or  by  whom  it  had 
been  ordered." 

Thomas  v.  Guarantee  Title  t  T.  Co.  81 
Ohio  St.  432,  —  L.R.A.(N.S.)  — ,  91  N.  E. 
183,  involved  the  liability  of  an  abstracting 
companv  for  certifying  that  a  title  "ap- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


peared  good"  in  one  who  had  no  more 
than  a  life  estate,  but  who  later  assumed 
to  convey  a  fee  simple  by  warranty  deed, 
to  the  injury  of  plaintiff.  The  court 
cited  the  rule  that  an  action  to  recov- 
er damages  for  negligence  in  making  or 
certifying  an  abstract  of  title  must  sound 
in  contract,  the  person  who  employed 
the  abstracter  being  the  only  one  who  can 
hold  him  to  liability,  and  denied  the  plain- 
tifTa  contention  that  the  certificate  of  an 
abstracter  would  issue  to  the  benefit  of  all 
subsequent  grantees  of  the  title  in  ques- 
tion. 

The  liability  of  an  abstracter  for  an  omis- 
sion was  impliedly  recognized  also  in  Walk- 
er v.  Bowman  (O'kla.)  105  Pac.  649,  where 
a  demurrer  to  a  complaint  in  an  action  on 
an  abstracter's  bond  to  recover  for  failure 
to  set  out  certain  liens  on  an  abstract  of 
title  was  sustained  because  the  facta  alleged 
failed  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  sustained 
actual  injury,  the  allegation  being  that  the 
plaintiff's  vendee,  one  Scott,  was  compelled 
to  pay  off  the  encumbrance,  "whereby  this 
plaintiff  became  liable  to  pay  to  said  B.  T. 
Scott  the  said  sum  of  money." 
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Warvellc,  Abstracts,  p.  4SS;  2  Freeman, 
Judgm.  4th  ed.  §  347,  p.  630;  Zwickey  v. 
Haney,  63  Wis.  464,  23  N.  W.  577;  Claflin, 
V.    Chicago,    178  111.    049,    53  N.    E.    339; 

.  Jones's  Estate,  27  Pa.  330;  Bergman's  Ap- 
peal, 88  Pa.  320;  Thomas  v.  Dcsncv,  57 
Iowa,  58,  10  N.  W.  315;  16  Am.  ft'En;. 
Enc.  Law,  p.  106;  21  Am.  4  Elig.  ICnc.  Law, 
2(1  p(l.  p.  309;  Burns  v.  Rosa,  215  Pa.  203, 

.  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  41.%  114  Am.  St.  Rep.  003, 
64  Atl.  620. 

One  who  purchases  real  estate  on  the 
fAith  of  a  certificate  of  title  furnished  to 
his  vendor  by  a  bonded  abstracter  may  main- 
tain an  action  for  damages  grounded  on  the 
failure  of  the  abstracter  to  make  the  proi)er 
search  and  true  certificate. 

Gate  City  Abstract  Co.  v.  Post,  55  Neb. 
742,  76  N.  W.  471;  Security  Abstract  of 
Title  Co.  V.  Longacre,  50  Neb.  409,  70  N. 
W.  1073;  Renkert  v.  Title  Guaranty  Trust 
Co.  102  Mo.  App.  267,  70  S.  W.  041;  Equi- 
table Bldg.  i  L.  Asso.  v.  Bank  of  Commerce 
&  T.  Co.  118  Tenn.  678,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
449,  102  S.  W.  901,  12  A.  &  E.  Ann.  Cas. 
407. 

McCoy,  iT.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court; 

This  suit  was  commenced  in  the  circuit 
court  by  the  plaintiff,  Stephenson,  as  ad- 
ministrator of  the  estate  of  Lewis  O.  Grin- 
ner,  against  the  defendant  Cone  and  his 
bondsmen,  as  an  abstracter.  It  appears 
from  the  record  that  in  Ifecember,  1904, 
Edward  J.  Borstad  and  Lewis  Orinner  en- 
tered into  a  contract  whereby  Borstad 
agreed  to  sell  certain  town  lota  in  Dell 
Rapids  to  Grinner  for  the  purchase  price 
of  $1,500;  the  said  Grinner  agreeing  to  pay 
said  amount  therefor  upon  being  furnished 
an  abstract  showing  valid  title  to  said  lots, 
free  and  clear  of  all  encumbrances  whatso- 
ever at  the  time  of  Auch  conveyance;  that 
said  Borstad  delivered  a  warranty  deed  to 
said  premises  to  one  Smith,  and  said  Grin- 
ner also  delivered  to  said  Smith  the  sum 
of  $1,500  for  the  purpose  of  closing  up  said 
deal;  that  said  Smith,  upon  procuring  an 
abstract  showing  valid  title  in  Borstad, 
free  and  clear  of  all  encumbrances  whatso- 
ever, was  authorized  by  said  parties  to  de- 
^ver  said  deed  to  Grinner  and  to  pay  to 
JSorstad  the  said  $1,500;  that  immediately 
nptm  being  intrusted  with  the  closing  of 
taiid  transaction,  the  said  Smith  sent  the 
Baid  abstract  of  said  property  to  said  de- 
fendant Cone  for  continuance,  and  later 
also  seiit  the  said  warranty  deed,  given  by 
Borstad  to  Grinner,  to  Cone  to  be  recorded, 
requesting  that  the  abstracter's  certificate 
be  continued  up  to  the  date  of  the  recording 
86  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


of  said  deed.     Tlie  abstract  was  contina<sl 
by  defendant  Cone  with  a  certificate  shov- 
ing that  there  were  no  judgments  against 
Edward  J.  Borstad,  and  returned  to  Smith, 
who  thereupon,  relying  upon  said  abstract, 
paid   the    said    Borstad   the    said  sum    of 
$1,500.     It  appears  that  at   the   time   the 
said  abstract  was  continued  there  were  two 
judgments    against    Ed.    J.    Borstad;     that 
afterwards  executions  were  issued  on   said 
judgments,   and   levy   made   thereunder   on 
the  said  lots  deeded  by  Edward  J.  Borsta<l 
to  Grinner,   and   that  said   lots   were   sold 
under  such  executions  to  satisfy  such  judg- 
ments   against   Ed.    J.    Borstad,    and    that 
Grinner,  to  prevent  a  shcriiTs  deed  from  is- 
suing on  such  sale  of  said  lots,   redceme-! 
thcrcfrdm.    This  action  was  then  instituted 
against  the  defendant  Cone  and  his  bonds 
men  to  recover  as  damages  the  amount  paid 
by  Grinner  to  redeem  from  said  execution 
sales,  the  plaintiff  claiming  that  the  defend- 
ant  Cone,   in   making   and   certifying    said 
abstract  of  title,  negligently  and  carelesslv 
omitted  to  note  thereon,   or   to  make   any 
mentlon  of,  the  said  judgments  against  tlw 
said   Ed.   J.   Borstad;   the   plaintiff   further 
claiming  that  Ed.  J.  Borstad   and   Edward 
J.  Borstad  were  one  and  the  same  person. 
The  defendants  answered,   denying  the   al- 
legations  of   the   complaint  not   admitted, 
and  also  alleging  that  defendant  Cone,   in 
making  and  certifying  said   abstract,    had 
made  diligent  search  to  find  any  judgments 
of  record  against  the  said  Edward  J.  Bor- 
stad,  and   that   no  judgments   were   found 
of  record  against  the  said  Edward  J.  Bor- 
stad.    Findings  and  judgment  were  made 
and  entered  in  favor  of  plaintiff  and  against 
defendants  for  the  amount  said  Grinner  paid 
to  redeemed  from  said  judgments.     Defend- 
ants bring  the  cause  to  this  court  upon  ap- 
peal, making  numerous  assignments  of  er- 
ror. 

It  is  first  contended  by  appellants  that 
the  court  erred  in  admitting  in  evi<lence, 
over  defendants'  objections,  the  files  and 
judgment  roll  in  the  action  of  Coleman 
Lumber  Co.  y.  Ed.  J.  Borstad.  In  this  con- 
tention we  are  of  the  opinion  that  api>el- 
lants  are  in  error.  One  who  undertakes  the 
examination  of  titles,  for  compensation,  is 
liable  for  want  of  ordinary  care  and  skill 
in  the  performance  of  that  task.  To  fur- 
nish abstracts  of  title  is  a  business. — a  sort 
of  a  profession.  The  party  undertaking  it 
assumes  the  responsibility  of  discharging  his 
duty  in  a  skilful  and  careful  manner.  That 
is  just  what  he  is  paid  for  doing.  Patience 
in  the  investigation  of  records  is  the  main 
•capacity  required.  There  are  no  profes- 
sional opinions  required  of  the  abstracter. 
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It  is  IiiB  duty  to  funiisli  fae,  p  the 

records,  without  concern  for  tliel.  jagal  ef- 
fect. Upon  the  facts  furnished  the  pur- 
chaser must  make  his  own  examination  and 
determine  for  himself  on  their  sufficiency. 
The  abstracter  collects  the  evidence  from 
the  records,  and  notes  the  same  on  the  ab- 
stract, and  if  he  makes  a  mistake  or  over- 
sight or  omission,  resulting  in  damage,  he 
must  respond  to  the  injured  party.  Dickie 
T.  Nashville  Abstract  Co.  80  Tcnn.  433,  24 
Am.  St.  Rep.  016,-  14  S.  VV.  896;  Young  v. 
Lohr,  118  Iowa,  624,  92  N,  W.  084;  Se 
curity  Abstract  of  Title  Co.  v.  Longacre, 
50  Neb.  400,  70  N.  W.  1073;  Western  Loan 
&  Sav.  Co.  V.  Silver  Bow  Abstract  Co.  31 
Mont.  418,  107  Am.  St.  Rep.  435,  78  Pac. 
774:  Pinney  v.  Russell  &  Co.  52  Minn.  443, 
54  N.  W.  484;  i  Enc.  L.  &  P.  204;  1  Cyc. 
Law  &  Proc.  p.  214. 

In  Pinney  v.  Russell  Co.  supra,  the  su- 
preme court  of  Minr.csota  held  that  the 
judgment  docketed  against  J.  W.  Humphrey 
was  a  lien  a;;ainst  the  land  of  John  W. 
Humphrey,  sulTicient  to  put  subsequent  pur- 
chasers on  notice.  In  (ircrn  v.  Meyers,  OS 
Mo.  App.  438,  72  S.  AV.  128,  it  is  held  that 
a  judgment  abstracted  against  E.  G.  Scibert 
is  sufiicicnt  to  put  a  reasonable  person  on 
inquiry,  and  is  suflicicnt  notice  of  the  full 
Christian  name,  Ellcanor  U.  Seibcrt.  In 
Valentine  v.  Britton,  127  N.  C.  57,  37  8.  E. 
74,  it  is  held  that  a  judgment  ng.-iinst  Jo- 
siah  M.  is  suflicient  if  docketed  and  in- 
dexed against  "J.  M."  or  "Jo  M."  Free- 
m.an  on  Judgments  (§  347,  vol.  2)  states 
the  rule  as  follows.  "We  as-ume  that  if  the 
name  entered  in  the  docket  is  that  by  which 
the  defendant  is  commonly  known,  this  is 
suflicient.  Hence,  a  docketing  against  'A. 
Jones'  will  charge  the  lands  of  'Abel  Jones.'  " 
In  Burns  v.  Ros?,  215  Pa.  203,  7  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  415.  114  Am.  St.  Rep.  963,  04  Atl. 
520,  and  in  Crouso  v.  Murphy,  140  Pa.  335, 
12  L.R.A.  58,  23  Am.  St.  Rep.  232,  21  Atl. 
358,  it  is  held  that  if  a  judgment  had  been 
indexed  "D.  J.  Murphy,"  it  would  have  been 
notice  to  the  purchaser  that  it  might  be  n 
lien  against  property  owned  by  Daniel  J. 
Murphy.  VVarvelle,  Abstracts  (page  488) 
states  the  rule  that  persons  searching  tlie 
judgment  docket  for  liens  should  know  the 
different  forms  in  which  the  same  name 
may  be  spelled,  and  make  their  search  ac- 
cordingly. In  Dodd  V.  Williams,  3  Mo. 
App.  278,  it  was  held  that  an  examiner  of 
titles  to  real  estate  is  bound  to  know  the 
state  of  the  law  on  the  subject  of  what  is 
a  lien  on  real  estate,  at  least  sufficient  to 
put  him  on  guard,  and  that  where  there 
may  be  a  reasonable  doubt  as  to  whether 
such  or  such  a  record  instrument  is  a  lien, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


if  he  chooses  to  resolve  the  doubt,  he  docs 
so  at  his  own  peril.  He  should  note  all 
such  doubtful  encumbrances  on  his  abstract 
if  he  desires  to  relieve  himself  from  lia- 
bility. 

It  has  been  the  universal  custom  and 
practice  in  this  state  to  sue  and  maintain 
actions  against  defendants  by  the  initial 
letters  of  their  Christian  names,  and  to 
80  enter  and  docket  the  judgment,  and 
which  custom  and  practice  the  defendant 
Cone  was  bound  to  know,  as  a  part  of  his 
business  as  abstracter.  To  now  hold  that 
all  judgments  are  invalid  as  notice,  ex- 
«o<)tiiig  only  wlierc  the  full  Christian  name  of 
defendant  is  indexed  or  docketed,  would  be 
to  practically  render  void  and  inelTectual  a 
majority  of  the  judgments  of  this  state. 
While  it  is  not  generally  a  part  of  the  duty 
of  an  abstracter  to  go  outside  the  record 
to  search  for  facts  affecting  the  title  to 
real  estate,  still  he  must  furnish  to  an  in- 
tended purchaser,  by  means  of  the  abstract, 
everything  pertaining  to  the  names  and  to 
the  property  in  question,  so  far  as  appears 
from  the  record,  that  reasonably  might  af- 
fect such  title,  and  thus  put  the  purchaser 
on  inquiry,  in  order  that  such  purchaser 
may  himself  make  the  proper  investigations 
as  to  the  outside  facts.  In  searching  the 
records  for  judgments  against  Edward  J. 
Borstad,  the  defendant  Cone  was  charged 
with  the  knowledge  and  bound  to  know  the 
different  forms  in  which  the  name  "Edward 
J.  Borstnd"  might  be  used  in  entering  judg- 
ment against  him,  and  to  make  his  feacch 
accordingly.  He  was  bound  to  know  that 
"Ed.  J.,"  or  even  "E.  J.,"  might  reasonably 
be  intended  for  Edward  J.  Borstad,  and 
that  tlicy  might  reasonably  represent  the 
name  of  one  and  the  same  person,  and  it 
was  therefore  his  duty  to  note  on  his  ab- 
stract judgments  appearing  of  record 
against  Ed.  J.  or  E.  J.  Borstad,  as  well  as 
those  appearing  against  Edward  J.  Borstad, 
so  that  the  purchaser,  Grinner,  might  be 
put  upon  inquiry,  and  investigate  the  facts 
hin<.?elf  as  to  whether  a  judgment  against 
Ed.  J.  Borstad  affected  the  title  to  the 
land  he  was  about  to  purchase  from  Edward 
J.  Borstad.  Hence  we  conclude  that  the 
learned  trial  court  was  correct  in  the  rul- 
ing to  which  the  objection  was  made. 

Appellants  also  contend  that  the  evidence 
is  insufficient  to  justify  the  findings  and 
conclusions  of  the  trial  court;  but,  as  we 
view  the  evidence,  it  is  amply  sufficient. 
From  a  careful  examination  of  each  error 
assigned,  we  are  satisfied  that  all  are  with- 
out merit. 

Finding  no  error  in  the  record,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Circuit  Court  is  affirmed. 
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FRED  P.  THOMAS,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

Gl'ARANTEE    TITLE    &    TRUST    COM- 
PANY. 

(81  Ohio  St.  432,  91  N.  E.  183.) 

Title  abstracter  — liability  In  tort. 

1.  An  action  against  an  abstracter  to  re- 
cover damages  for  negligence  in  making  or 
certifying  an  abstract  of  title  does  not  sound 
in  tort,  but  must  be  founded  on  contract ; 
and  the  general  rule  is  that  an  abstracter 
can  be  held  liable  for  such  negligence  only 
to  the  person  who  employed  him. 

Custom  —  effect. 

2.  Usage  or  custom  cannot  create  a  con- 
tract or  liability,  where  none  otherwise  ex- 
ists. A  usage  or  custom  can  only  be  used 
to  explain,  or  aid  in  the  interpretation  of, 
a  contract  or  liability  existing  independent- 
ly of  it.  It  cannot  be  permitted  to  contra- 
dict or  vary  the  express  terms  of  a  contract, 
nor  to  vary  the  legal  import  thereof. 
Same  —  conflict  with  law  ^  legality. 

3.  A  custom  which  would  relieve  a  pur- 
chaser from  the  obligations  imposed  upon 
him  by  the  doctrine  oi  caveat  emptor,  which 
requires  a  vendee  to  protect  himself  by  ex- 
press covenants  and  investigation  of  the 
title  which  he  is  to  acquire,  is  contrary  to 
law. 

(February  23,  1910.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Cuya- 
hoga County  to  review  a  judgment  af- 
firming a  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  sustaining  a  demurrer  to 
the  petition  in  an  action  brought  to  re- 
cover money  alleged  to  have  been  lost 
through  negligence  for  which  defendant  was 
responsible.    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Davis,  J.: 

The  plaintiff  in  error  in  his  petition,  as 
amended  in  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
averred  that  on  or  about  the  28th  day  of 
September,  1899,  one  Charles  D.  Cavanaugh 
had  a  life  estate  under  the  will  of  his  fath- 
er, Charles  Cavanaugh,  in  certain  real  es- 
tate situated  in  Cuyahoga  county  and  de- 
scribed in  the  petition;  that  on  or  about 
the  said  date  Charles  D.  Cavanaugh  em- 
ployed the  defendant  to  prepare  and  deliver 
to  him  an  abstract  of  the  title  to  said 
real  estate  and  of  the  encumbrances  there- 
on, and  to  certify  to  the  correctness  of  such 
abstract;  and  that,  accordingly,  on  said 
date,  the  defendant  delivered  to  him  such 
abstract  with  the  following  certificate:  "We 

Headnotes  by  the  Court. 


Note.  ^  As  to  liability  of  title  abstracter, 
Kee  note  to  Stephenson  v.  Cone,  ante,  1207. 
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have  examined  the  records  of  Cuyahoga 
county  for  title  and  encumbrances  of  the 
above-described  premises  from  the  year  1795 
down  to  the  present  date,  and  the  same 
appears  good  in  Charles  D.  Cavanaugh,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  above  encumbrances  by  saiJ 
record  of  this  date."  The  plaintiff  al^n 
averred  that  the  phrase  "title  good  in 
Charles  D.  Cavanaugh"  has  a  long-estu'..' 
lished  custoniary  meaning  in  the  commuuity 
where  it  was  used,  to  wit,  the  meaning  of  'a 
good  title  in  fee  simple.  The  plaintiff 
also  averred  that  there  was  a  custom  in  the 
community  in  which  this  transaction  oc- 
curred, which  was  well  known  to  the  de- 
fendant, that  the  owner  of  real  propertv 
should  procure  an  abstract  or  certificate  of 
title  and  encumbrances  whenever  he  pro- 
posed to  sell  or  in  any  manner  encumber 
his  real  estate;  that  it  also  was  the  cut- 
torn,  as  the  defendant  well  knew,  for  per- 
sons intending  to  lend  money  on  mortgages 
or  other  encumbrances  on  real  estate,  >-> 
well  as  for  persons  intending  to  buy  real 
estate,  to  demand  the  production  and  de- 
livery of  an  abstract  of  title  to  said  prop- 
erty or  a  certificate  of  the  title  thereto,  uiij 
the  encumbrances  thereon;  and  that  it  wai 
the  custom  of  persons  so  making  such  de- 
mand to  rely  on  such  documents  relating  to 
the  title  and  encumbrances  on  said  prem- 
ises in  receiving  or  accepting  any  transfer, 
mortgage,  or  other  encumbrances  thereon: 
and  that,  as  thc-s\icrcssive  encumbrances  or 
transfers  were  made  of  such  real  estate, 
the  aforesaid  abstracts  or  certificates  were 
from  time  to  time  extended  to  show  the 
state  of  the  title  and  encumbrances  at  the 
time  of  the  intended  transaction;  and  that 
it  was  not  the  custom  of  the  person  or  per- 
sons so  extending  or  bringing  up  to  date 
the  said  abstract  or  certificate  to  do  over 
again  the  work  which  had  already  l)cen  done 
in  the  preparation  thereof;  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  it  was  the  custom,  in  extend- 
ing said  abstracts  or  certificates,  simply  tn 
search  the  records  of  the  county  in  which 
the  property  was  situated  from  the  date  of 
the  last  succeeding  certificate  up  to  the 
date  desired  by  the  person  desiring  such 
extension  to  be  made.  Plaintiff  also  al- 
leged that  the  defendant  not  only  know 
this  custom,  but  also  knew  that  such  ab- 
stracts or  certificates  were  meant  to,  and 
did,  circulate  in  the  community,  and  pass 
from  assignors  to  assignees  of  such  real 
property,  and  be  relied  on  by  each  succ«>s- 
sively  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time.  The 
plaintiff  also  alleged  that  defendant  was 
guilty  of  negligence  in  issuing  the  certi- 
ficate aforesaid  that  the  title  was  good  in 
said  Charles  D.  Cavanaugh,  when  in  fact 
he  had  but  an  estate  for  life  therein.  It 
was  further  averred  in  said  amended  i>eti- 
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tion  tbat  tlie  aforesaid  certificate  was,  on 
October  11,  1809,  extended  by  tlie  defendant 
to  and  including  said  date,  and  thereafter 
extended  by  the  defendant  to  May  24,  1902, 
and  afterwards  extended  by  tlie  Cuyahoga 
Abstract  Company  to  June  24,  1002,  and 
that  on  or  about  the  last-named  date  the 
said  Charles  D.  Cavanaugh  and  his  wife 
conveyed  the  aforesaid  premises  to  the 
plaintiff  by  warranty  deed,  and  the  plaintiff 
says  that  by  reason  of  said  negligence  of 
the  defendant  be  lost  the  difference  in  value 
between  the  fee  simple  of  said  lands  and 
the  estate  for  life  in  said  lands,  to  his  dam- 
age in  the  sum  of  $2,000,  for  which  he  prays 
judgment.  The  defendant  demurred  to  the 
petition  as  amended,  upon  the  ground  tliat 
plaintiff  does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  cause  of  action,  and  the  demur- 
rer was  sustained  by  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  and,  the  plaintiff  not  desiring  to  plead 
further,  judgment  was  rendered  against  him. 
This  judgment  was  affirmed  by  the  circuit 
court,  and  the  case  is  before  this  court  «n 
proceedings  in  error  to  reverse  the  judg- 
ments of  the  circuit  court  and  court  of 
common  pleas. 

Messrs.  M.  B.  Johnson,  H.  H.  John- 
son, and  T.  II.  Hogsett,  for  plaintiff  in 
error: 

The  defendant  is  liable  in  tort. 

Cann  v.  Willson,  L.  R.  39  Ch.  Div.  39. 

An  abstracter  of  title,  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  business  or  profession,  undertakes  to  use 
skill  and  care. 

1  Cyc.  Law  &  Prov.  p.  214;  Chase  v. 
Hcaney,  70  111.  268;  Lattin  v.  Gillette,  95 
Cal.  319,  29  Am.  St.  Rep.  115,  30  Pac. 
615. 

Messrs.  Goulder,  Holding,  &  Masten, 
for  defendant  in  error  : 

Without  a  contractual  relation  a  custom 
O'f  trade  can  impose  no  duty  of  diligence 
in  making  abstracts  or  certificates  of  title. 

Kahl  V.  Love,  37  N.  J.  L.  5;  Gordon  v. 
Livingston,  12  Mo.  App.  2C7;  Day  v.  Rey- 
nold-s,  23  Hun,  131;  Russell  4  Co.  v.  Polk 
County  Abstract  Co.  87  Iowa,  233,  43  Am. 
St.  Rep.  381,  54  N.  W.  212;  Com.  use  of 
Kellogg  V.  Ilarnier,  6  Phila.  90;  Siewers 
V.  Com.  87  Pa.  15;  Zweigardt  v.  Birdseye, 
57  Mo.  App.  402;  Mallory  v.  Ferguson,  50 
Kan.  685,  22  L.R.A.  99,  32  Pac.  410;  Na- 
tional Sav.  Bank  v.  Ward,  100  U.  S.  195, 

25  L.  ed.  621;  Buckley  v.  Gray,  110  Cal. 
339,  31  L.R.A.  802,  52  Am.  St.  Rep.  88, 
42  Pac.  900;  Dundee  Mortg.  k  T.  Invest. 
Co.  V.  Hughes,  20  Fed.  39;  Winterbottom 
V.  Wright,  10  Mees.  &  W.  109;  Collis  v. 
Selden,  L.  R.  3  C.  P.  495;  Burdick  v. 
Chcadle,  26  Ohio  St.  393,  20  Am.  Rep. 
707. 

The  liabilitv  of  an  abstractor  for  negli- 
gence in  making  an  abstract  or  certificate 

26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


of  title  does  not  extend  beyond  t}ie  party 
contracting  for  the  abstract  or  certificate, 
and  those  brought  into  privity  with  that 
contract. 

Mallory  v.  Ferguson;  Gordon  v.  Living- 
ston; Zweigardt  v.  Birdseye;  and  National 
Sav.  Bank  v.  Ward, — supra;  Martindale, 
Abstracts  of  Title,  §  185;  Warvelle,  Ab- 
stracts, p.  8;  Niblack,  Abstracters  &,  Title 
Ins.  Art.  18;  Shearm.  &  Redf.  Neg.  5th  ed. 
§  674;  6  Thomp.  Neg.  §  6705. 

A  usage  or  custom  of  trade  cannot  create 
a  liability. 

Burdick  v.  Cheadle,  supra;  Tilley  v.  Cook 
County,  103  U.  S.  155,  26  L.  ed.  374;  Bliven 
V.  New  England  Screw  Co.  23  How.  420,  16 
L.  ed.  510;  Lawson,  Usages  &  Customs,  pp. 
358,  370 ;  National  Sav.  Bank  v.  Ward,  100 
U.  S.  196,  25  L.  ed.  621 ;  Leach  v.  Perkins, 
17  Me.  462,  36  Am.  Dec.  268;  Ulmer  v. 
Famsworth,  80  Me.  500,  15  All.  65;  United 
States  V.  Fillebrown,  7  Pet.  28,  8  L.  ed. 
696;  McAllister  v.  Barnes,  35  Mo.  App.  068; 
27  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  712;  Daun  v. 
London  Brewery  Co.  L.  R.  8  Eq.  155; 
Menzies  v.  Lightfoot,  L.  R.  11  Eq.  459: 
Barlow  y.  Lambert,  28  Ala.  704,  65  Am. 
Dec.  374;  The  Reeside,  2  Sumq.  667,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  11,657. 

Whenever  the  law  condemns  an  act  as 
negligent,  evidence  of  a  custom  or  usage  to 
do  such  act  is  not  admissible  to  show  tliat 
the  act  was  not  negligent. 

Symns  v.  Cutter,  9  Kan.  App.  210,  69 
Pac.  671;  Com.  use  of  Kellogg  v.  Hamier, 
supra;  29  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed. 
p.  418;  Miller  v.  Pendleton,  8  Gray,  647; 
Maury  v.  Talmadge,  2  McLean,  157,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  9,315;  Merchants'  &  M.  Transp. 
Co.  V.  Story,  50  Md.  4,  33  Am.  Rep.  293; 
Bliss  V.  Wilbraham,  8  Allen,  664;  Grand 
Trunk  R.  Co.  v.  Richardson,  91  U.  S.  464, 
23  L.  ed.  356;  Grant  v.  Pittsburgh  &  W.  R. 
Co.  10  Ohio  C.  C.  362;  Strong  v.  Pickering 
Hardware  Co.  9  Ohio  C.  C.  249;  Johnson 
V.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  125  Mass.  75. 

Davis,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover, 
there  has  been  no  exception  to  the  general 
rule  that  an  action  against  an  abstractor  to 
recover  damages  for  negligence  in  making  or 
certifying  an  abstract  of  title  must  sound 
in  contract;  the  general  rule  being  that  the 
abstractor  can  be  held  liable  only  to  the  per- 
son who  employed  him.  National  Sav.  Bank 
V.  Ward,  100  U.  S.  195,  26  L.  ed.  021; 
Equitable  Bldg.  &  L.  Asso.  v.  Bank  of  Com- 
merce &  T.  Co.  118  Tenn.  678,  12  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  449,  102  S.  W.  901,  12  A.  &  E.  Ann. 
Cas.  407 ;  Mallory  v.  Ferguson,  60  Kan.  685, 
22  L.R.A.  99,  32  Pac.  410;  Schade  v.  Gelinet, 
133    Mo.    252,    34    S.    W.    570;    Talpey   v. 
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Wright,  CI  Ark.  275,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  20C, 
32  S.  W.  1072.  Even  in  the  exceptional 
cases  in  which  courts  have  sought  to  miti- 
gate the  rigor  of  the  rule,  that  object  lias 
been  accomplished  by  straining  the  doctrine 
of  privity  of  contract.  Tlie  following  arc 
typical  cases  of  that  kind:  Drown  t.  Sims, 
22  Ind.  App.  317,  72  Am.  St.  Rep.  308,  53 
N.  E.  779;  Denton  v.  Nashville  Title  Co.  112 
Tenn.  320,  70  S.  W.  709;  Economy  Bldg.  & 
L.  Ahso.  v.  West  Jersey  Title  &  Guarantee 
Co.  04  N.  J.  L.  27,  44  Atl.  854. 

The  plaintilT  in  error,  however,  through 
his  counsel,  fully  and  frankly  disclaims  any 
reliance  whatever  upon  the  contract  of  the 
abstracter,  and  chiinix  that  his  rights  exist 
independently  of  contract.  The  theory  is 
that,  the  defendant  knowing  of  the  custom 
alleged  ( which,  in  substance,  is  that  all  sub- 
sequent parties  dealing  in  respect  to  that 
real  estate  would  rely  u|)on  and  act  upon 
the  accuracy  of  tlio  abstract),  a  legal  dnly 
was  thereby  imposed  upon  it  to  make  the 
abstract  accurate,  and  that  (horerurc  the 
ccrtiflcatc  by  the  defendant  to  it.s  employer 
would  inure  to  the  benefit  of  all  siihscqucnt 
grantees,  by  "a  nntiinil  cmilinuous  so- 
(|uencc  uninterruptedly  connecting  the 
breach  with  the  damage,  as  cause  and  ef- 
fect." It  is  at  this  point,  as  we  think,  that 
the  theory  of  the  plaintilT  in  error  breaks 
down. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  elementary  law 
that  usage  or  custom  cannot  create  a  con- 
tract or  liability  where  none  otherwise  ex- 
ists. A  usage  or  custom  can  only  !«  used 
to  explain,  or  aid  in  the  interpretation  of, 
a  contract  or  linhillty'  already  existing  in- 
dependently of  it.  It  cannot  be  permitted 
to  contradict  or  vary  the  express  terms  of  n 
contract;  nor  can  it  vary  the  legal  import 
of  a  contract.  We  need  not  go  far  for  au- 
thority as  to  this  statement  of  the  law. 
In  National  Sav.  Rank  v.  Ward,  supra, 
Mr.  Justice  Clifford  said:  "Testimony  was 
introduced  at  the  trial  tending  to  show  that 
there  is  a  local  usage  in  the  district  that  the 
attorney  examining  the  title  of  such  an  ap- 
plicant for  a  loan  shall  lie  considered  as  also 
acting  for  the  lender  of  the  money,  and 
complaint  is  made  that  the  court  below  did 
not  submit  that  evidence  to  the  jury,  with 
proper  instructions.  Evidence  of  usage  is 
not  admissible  to  contradict  or  vary  what  is 
clear  and  unambiguous,  or  to  restrict  or  en- 
large what  requires  no  explanation.  Omis- 
sions may  lie  supplied  in  some  cases  by  such 
proof,  but  it  cannot  prevail  over  or  nullify 
the  express  provisions  of  the  contract.  So, 
where  there  is  no  contract,  proof  of  usage 
will  not  make  one,  and  it  can  only  be  admit- 
ted either  to  interpret  the  meaning  of  the 
l.inguage  employed  by  the  parties,  or  where 
the  meaning  is  equivocal  or  obscure. 
9.0  L.R.A. (N.S.I 


Thompson  v.  Riggs,  5  Wali  6C3,  679,  18  L 
ed.  704,  707.  In  Columbus  k  H.  Coal  4  I 
Co.  >.  Tucker,  48  Ohio  St.  60,  12  L.ILA.  577, 
29  Am.  St.  Rep.  528,  20  N.  E.  633,  thi, 
court  said,  per  Spear,  J.:  "Equally  iinnutte- 
rial,  as  we  think,  is  the  matter  of  custnm 
among  coal  operators  in  the  Hocking  vMey 
and  the  surrounding  mining  districts  near 
thereto,  of  depositing  slack  and  refuse  on 
their  own  lands,  when  such  custom  is  in- 
voked  to  justify  de]:o.sit8  so  placed  «s  i.) 
naturally  allow  them  to  wash  down  to  tlit 
injury  of  lands  lying  below  them.  Thr 
rights  of  the  plaintiff  to  the  uninterrupteJ 
use  of  his  land,  and  the  unimpaired  use  oi 
the  water  of  Monday  creek  being  secured  tc 
him  by  the  common  law,  how  is  it  possibk 
that  a  custom  can  deprive  him  of  them' 
Why  should  a  usage,  the  effect  of  which,  if 
recognized,  is  to  permit  one  man  to  take 
from  another  his  property  rights  without 
compensation,  be  sanctioned  T  If  it  be  »- 
sunied  that  the  custom  is  a  general  onr. 
then  it  is  part  of  the  common  law  itself, 
and  there  would  be  presented  an  instamv 
of  two  rules  of  law,  equally  binding,  and  vet 
wholly  inconsistent  the  one  with  the  other. 
If  it  be  claimed  that  the  custom  is  a  par- 
ticular one,  then  we  have  the  anomaly  of  i 
landowner's  common-law  right  in  his  lanJ 
taken  from  him  by  a  usage  of  a  particular 
trade  established  by  strangers,  which  it  is 
not  pretended  he  has  ever  been  cognizant 
of,  much  less  assented  to.  To  have  effected 
the  plaiutiff,  the  custom  must  have  beet 
shown  to  be  reasonable  and  certain,  knuvn 
to  him,  or  to  have  been  so  general  and  wril 
established  that  knowledge  would  be  pre- 
sumed, peaceably  acquiesced  in,  and  not  un- 
just, oppressive,  or  in  conflict  with  an  es- 
tablished rule  of  public  policy.  The  allcp-1 
custom  possessed  scarcely  one  of  these  at- 
tributes. Even  though  it  had  been  cumnion 
throughout  the  state,  it  would  not  avail 
A  usage  which  is  not  according  to  lav. 
though  universal,  cannot  be  set  up  to  con- 
trol the  law.  Meyer  v.  Dresser,  16  C.  B.  X 
S.  040;  Stoever  v.  Wliitman,  C  Binn.  410: 
Inglebright  v.  Hammond,  10  Ohio  337,  o3 
Am.  Dec.  430." 

In  the  second  place,  in  the  absence  of 
fraud  or  such  mistake  as  n  court  of  equity 
would  recognize,  in  order  to  uphold  tte 
theory  advanced  in  this  case  it  would  he 
necessary  to  ignore  the  doctrine  of  cattM 
emptor,  which  requires  a  vendee  to  protect  I 
himself  by  investigation  and  express  cove- 
nants. 

In  the  third  place,  the  fantastic  and  im- 
practicable theory  that  'a  natural  continu- 
ous sequence  uninterruptedly  connecting  th* 
breach  with  the  damage,  as  cause  and  ef- 
fect," gives  rise  to  a  cause  of  action  to  cact  i 
subsequent  grontee,  his  heirs,  and  assigu,       I 
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on  through  'tlio  corridors  of  time"  to  eter- 
nity, may  be,  as  it  seems  to  us,  conclusively 
answered  in  the  words  of  Beasley,  Cb.  J., 
in  Kahl  v.  Love,  37  N.  J.  L.  5,  8,  viz.: 
"There  would  be  no  bounds  to  actions  and 
litigious  intricacies  if  the  ill  effects  of  the 
negligences  of  men  could  be  followed  down 
the  chain  of  results  to  the  final  effect." 

The  argument  founded  upon  certain 
classes  of  decisions,  designated  as  subveudee 
cases,  telegraph  cases,  time-table  cases,  pro- 
fessional cases,  and  director  cases,  does  not 
impress  us  as  possessing  any  relevance  to 
the  issue  here.  Those  decisions  are  founded 
upon  a  public,  or  quasi  public,  nature  in- 
herent in  the  business  or  transactions  in- 
volved. Tlie  transaction  w-hich  is  the  basis 
of  this  action  contained  no  element  of  de- 
rcit  or  fraud;  it  was  a  mere  private  con- 
tract of  employment  for  services  upuu  a 
subject-matter  about  which  the  public  were 
not,  and  could  not  be,  concerned.  In  the 
nature  of  the  transaction  it  could  not  be 
fairly  implied  that  the  public,  or  any  con- 
siderable part  of  the  public,  would  be  con- 
cerned with  the  subject-matter  of  the  trans- 
action ;  or  that  the  manner  in  which  it  must 
be  conducted  would  depend  on  a  custom 
which  is  contrary  to  law,  and  which  would 
relieve  a  purchaser  from  the  obligation  to 
investigate  for  himself  the  title  to  property 
which  he  purchases. 

T'le  judgment  of  tlie  Circuit  Court  is 
affirmed* 

Sammers,  Ch.  J.,  and  Crew,  Spear, 
Shauck,  and  Price,  JJ.,  concur. 


MAINE  SIIPRESIE  JVDICIAIi  COURT. 

GEORGE  M.  STANWOOD 

V. 

MARY  CLANCEY  et  al. 

(—  Me.  — ,  76  Atl.  293.) 

Negligence  —  unguarded  elevator  well 
—  Injury. 

It  One  was  guilty  of  negligence  as  matter 
of  law  who  stepped  into  a  well-lighted  un- 
guarded elevator  well,  under  the  mistakon 
belief  that  the  opening  was  the  entrance  to 
an  oflice,  where  the  merest  attentive  glance 
would  have  disclosed  the  truth. 
Same  —  nnsate    premises  —  licensee  — 

one  seeking  Information. 

2.  The  owner  of  an  oflice  building  does 
not  owe  the  duty  of  keeping  closed  the 
iloors  to  the  elevator  wells  to  one  wlio  goes 
into  the  building  seeking  information  about 
one  not  a  tenant  of  or  employed  in  it,  since 
he  is  a  mere  licensee. 

(October  1,  1808.) 
2«  IaRA.(N.S.) 


EXCEPTIONS  by  plaintiff  to  the  grant- 
by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  Cum- 
berland County  of  a  nonsuit  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  personal 
injuries  alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  de- 
fendants' negligence.  Overruled. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 


Kote.^To  vhoni.  ia  the  duty  to  leeep 
office  buUding  in  proper  condition, 
oicing. 

The  owner  of  an  oflice  building  was  held 
liable  for  failure  to  exercise  reasonable  care, 
in  Withers  v.  Brooklyn  Heal  Estate  Exch. 
106  App.  Div.  255,  04  N.  Y.  Supp.  328, 
where  an  intending  tenant  was  injured  in 
the  cellar  of  the  building,  having  gone  there 
to  find  the  engineer  in  obedience  to  a  direc- 
tion on  the  door  of  the  superintendent's  of- 
fice to  inquire  of  or  see  the  engineer.  The 
fact  that  the  plaintiff  passed  a  sign  bear- 
ing the  words,  "No  Admittance,"  did  not 
necessarily  constitute  such  a  prohibition  as 
to  make  him  a  trespasser  under  the  circum- 
stances. It  was  said  that  he  might  well 
infer  that  a  general  rule  of  the  defendant 
against  admission  to  the  basement  was  not 
intended  to  apply  to  those  who,  finding  the 
door  of  the  superintendent's  office  locked, 
were  instructed  by  a  notice  thereon  to  peek 
the  engineer,  and  had  come  in  search  of  hint 
to  that  part  of  the  building  where  he  was 
most  likely  to  be  found. 

In  Marwedel  v.  Cook,  154  Mass.  235,  28 
N.  E.  140,  it  appeared  that  plaintiff,  hav- 
ing been  to  an  office  in  defendant's  buildin<; 
on  business,  was  injured  while  descending 
the  stairs,  the  elevator  having  stopped  run- 
ning; and  the  court  held  that  the  plaintiff 
was  using  the  stairs  by  the  implied  invita- 
tion of  the  owners  of  the  building,  and  that 
the  jury  were  justified  in  finding  that  the 
defendants  owed  to  the  plaintiff  the  duty  of 
providing  such  light  as  would  render  the 
stairway  reasonably  safe. 

The  owners  of  a  building  the  upper  part 
of  which  was  used  for  offices  were  held  lia- 
ble for  negligence  likewise  in  Foren  v. 
Rodick,  90  Me.  270,  38  Atl.  176,  where  it 
appeared  that  the  plaintiff  was  injured  in 
the  entrance  way  while  seeking  the  office  of 
a  doctor  located  in  the  building.  There  was 
a  recovery  for  the  plaintiff,  the  court  hold- 
ing that  she  was  entering  the  building  by 
the  implied  invitation  of  the  defendant 
owners  to  use  the  common  entrance  and 
passageway  for  that  purpose,  and  that  as 
such  owners  they  owed  a  duty  to  exercise 
reasonable  care  and  prudence  to  provide  a* 
safe  and  suitable  entrance  to  the  offices,  and 
to  have  the  approaches  thereto  so  con- 
structed and  maintained  that  visitors  would 
not  be  liable  to  step  in  the  dangerous  pit- 
falls by  reason  of  misleading  doors  and  de- 
ceptive landings. 

This  not*  does  not  include  cases  defining 
the  duty  of  the  owner  of  an  office  build'ing 
as  to  keeping  it  in  a  safe  condition,  and 
which  assume  that  particular  plaintiff  was 
within  the  class  of  persons  entitled  to  pro- 
tectio«r 
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Mr.  D.  A.  Moahcr,  for  p}nintifT: 

The  owner  and  operator  of  an  elevator  is 
guilty  of  negligence  in  allowing  the  door 
of  an  elevator  shaft  to  be  open,  into  which 
persons  might  incautiously  enter. 

Southern  BIdg.  &  Loan  Asso.  v.  Lawson, 
97  Tenn.  367,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  804,  37  S.  W. 
80;  Morgan  v.  Saks,  ]43  Ala.  130,  38  So. 
848;  People's  Bank  v.  Morgolofski,  75  Md. 
432,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  403,  23  Atl.  1027: 
Ilaymarket  Theater  Co.  v.  Rosenberg,  77 
111.  App.  183;  Stephens  v.  Chausse,  15  Can. 
S.  C.  379;  Fisher  v.  Cook,  23  III.  App.  621 ; 
H.  B.  Phillipps  Co.  v.  Pruitt,  26  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  831,  82  S.  VV.  628;  Gilbert  v.  Nagle, 
118  Mass.  278;  Stratton  v.  Staples,  5!)  Mc. 
95;  Low  V.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.  72  Me.  320, 
39  Am.  Rep.  331;  Camplwll  v.  Portland 
Sugar  Co.  62  Me.  561,  16  Am.  Rep.  503; 
Holmes  v.  North  Eastern  R.  Co.  L.  R.  4 
Exch.  255;  Pollock,  Torts,  417;  Marwedel 
V.  Cook,  154  Mass.  235,  28  N.  E.  140: 
Sweeny  v.  Old  Colony  &.  N.  R.  Co.  10  Allen, 
368,  87  Am.  Dec.  644;  Holmes  v.  Drew,  151 
Mass.  578,  25  N.  E.  22 ;  Barry  v.  New  York 
C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  92  N.  Y.  289,  44  Am.  Rep. 
377;  Vanderbeck  v.  Hendry,  34  N.  J.  L. 
467;  Gordon  v.  Cummings,  152  Mass.  513, 
0  L.R.A.  640,  23  Am.  St.  Rep.  846,  25  N.  E. 
978;  Chapman  v.  Rothwcll,  El.  Bl.  &  El. 
168;  1  Thomp.  Neg.  p.  979;  38  Cent.  L.  J. 
159;  43  Cent.  L.  J.  281;  Hayward  v.  Mer- 
rill, 94  111.  340,  34  Am.  Rep.  229;  Jones 
T.  Millsaps,  71  Miss.  10,  23  L.R.A.  155,  14 
So.  440;  Totten  v.  Phipps,  52  N.  Y.  354; 
Fisher  v.  Jansen,  30  111.  App.  91,  128  111. 
549,  21  N.  E.  508. 

The  question  whether  or  not  the  landlord 
failed  to  take  reasonable  precaution  was 
properly  for  the  jury. 

Tousey  v.  Roberts,  21  Jones  &  S.  440; 
People's  Bank  v.  Morgolofski,  supra;  Fish- 
er V.  Cook,  125  III.  280,  17  N.  E.  763,,  23 
111.  App.  621;  Jones  v.  Millsaps,  supra; 
Mitchell  v.  Marker,  25  L.R.A.  33,  10  C.  C. 
A.  306,  22  U.  S.  App.  325,  02  Fed.  139; 
Tousey  v.  Roberts,  114  N.  Y.  312,  11  Am. 
St.  Rep.  655,  21  N.  E.  399;  Gibson  v. 
Sziepienski,  37  III.  App.  601;  Mitchell  v. 
Marker,  25  L.R.A.  33,  10  C.  C.  A.  306,  22  U. 
S.  App.  325,  62  Fed.  139;  Dawson  v.  Sloane, 
100  N.  Y.  620,  affirming  17  Jones  k  S.  304; 
Patterson  v.  Hemcnway,  148  Mass.  94,  12 
Am.  St.  Rep.  523,  19  N.  E.  15. 

Plaintiff  was  not  as  a  matter  of  law 
guilty  of  contributory  negligence  in  step- 
ping through  the  door  of  the  shaft  without 
looking  or  listening  for  the  elevator. 

Tousey  v.  Roberts,  114  N.  Y.  312,  11  Am. 
St.  Rep.'  655,  21  N.  E.  399. 

Where  a  part  of  the  building  is  let,  but 
the  landlord  retains  the  general  control  over 
the  elevator,  there  is  no  such  leasing  as 
will  exonerate  the  landlord  from  all  r«- 
86  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


sponsibility  for  the  safe  condition   of  the 
elevator. 

Olson  V.  Schiiltz,  07  Minn.  494,  30  L.R.A. 
790,  64  Am.  St  Rep.  437,  70  K.  W.  779: 
Griffen  v.  Manice,  166  N.  Y.  188,  52  L.R.A. 
022,  82  Am.  St.  Rep.  630,  59  X.  E.  92>; 
Gordon  v.  Cummings,  supra;  Webb,  Ele- 
vators, §  32. 

If  a  person  enter  on  the  premises  of  an- 
other on  lawful  busine.s«<,  and.  without  an\ 
fault  or  negligence  on  his  part,  falls  tbr.iu'.''. 
a  hole  on  such  premises,  the  occupant  nii. 
be  respc-n&ible. 

Addison,  Torts,  3d  ed.  p.  103;  Gordon  t. 
Cummings,  supra;  Engel  v.  Smith,  82  Mich. 
1,  21  Am.  St.  Rep.  549,  40  N.  W.  21 :   IV*! 
ler  V.  Daniels,  18  R.  I.  503,  27  L.R.A.  51  i 
49  Am.  St.  Rep.  790,  29  Atl.  6. 

Mr.  C  P.  Mattocks  also  for  plaintiff. 

Messrs.  liibby,  Robinson,  &  Ives,  for 
defendants: 

The  owner  of  real  property  o^es  to  per- 
sons who  enter  his  premises  without  expre!>'^ 
or  implied  invitation,  but  merely  for  their 
own  convenience,  as  licensees,  no  duty  to 
protect  them  from  dangers  existing  tlierr. 
but  the  licensee  must  take  the  premises  as 
he  finds  them. 

Parker  v.  Portland  Pub.  Co.  69  Me.  173. 
31  Am.  Rep.  262;  Faris  v.  Hoborp.  Ml 
Ind.  269,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  201,  33  S.  E. 
1028;  McCarvell  v.  Sawyer,  173  Mass.  54" 
73  Am.  St.  Rep.  318,  54 *N.  E.  259;  BwliUr 
v.  Daniels,  18  R.  L  563,  27  L.R.A.  512.  4? 
Am.  St.  Rep.  700,  29  Atl.  6;  South  Beci 
Iron  Works  v.  Larger,  11  Ind.  App.  307.  :>'.' 
N.  E.  209;  Casey  v.  Adams,  234  111.  SVi. 
17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  776,  123  Am.  St.  Rep.  10.3. 
84  N.  E.  933;  1  Thomp^  Neg.  2d  e<].  §  107-): 
Dixon  v.  Swift,  98  Mc.  207,  50  Atl.  761: 
Moffatt  T.  Kenny,  174  Mass.  315,  54  X.  E. 
850. 

The  plaintiff  was  a  mere  licensee,  and 
therefore  could  not  recover. 

Plummer  t.  Dill,  156  Mass.  426,  32  .\m. 
St.  Rep.  463,  31  N.  E.  128,  29  Cyo.  Law  4 
Proc.  p.  455;  Bennett  v.  Louisville  4  N. 
R.  Co.  102  U.  S.  585,  26  L.  ed.  238;  Fari« 
v.  Hoberg,  supra;  McCarvell  v.  Sawyer,  ITH 
Mass.  540,  73  Am.  St.  Rep.  318.  54  X.  E. 
259;  Blatt  v.  McBarron,  161  Mass.  21.  42 
Am.  St.  Rep.  385,  36  N.  E.  463;  1  Thomp 
Neg.  2d  ed.  §§  947,  087;  Dixon  ▼.  Swift, 
supra;  Larmore  v.  Crown  Point  Iron  Cn. 
101  N.  Y.  391,  54  Am.  Rep.  718,  4  X.  E 
752;  Woolwine  v.  Chesapeake  &  O.  R.  Co 
(Manning  v.  Chesapeake  &  O.  R.  Co.)  36 
W.  Va.  329,  16  L.R.A.  271,  32  Am.  St.  Rep. 
850,  15  S.  E.  81;  Sterger  v.  Van  Sicklen. 
132  N.  Y.  499,  16  L.R.A.  640,  28  .\m.  St 
Rep.  594,  30  N.  E.  987;  Muench  ▼.  ITrine- 
mann,  119  Wis.  441,  96  N.  W.  800:  Fitr- 
patrick  v.  Cumberland  Glass  Mfg.  Co.  61 
N.  J.  L.  378,  30  Atl.  675;  Scvery  v.  Nickcr- 
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non,  120  Mnaa.  300,  21  Am.  Hep.  514;  Ber- 
lin Mills.  Co.  V.  Crotcnu,  32  C.  C.  A.  126, 
50  U.  S.  App.  4IU,  88  Kcd.  800;  Ileiiilein 
V.  Boston  &  P.  R.  Co.  147  Mass.  137,  9  Am. 
St.  Rep.  676,  16  N.  E.  008;  Soutlicote  v. 
Stanley,  1  HiirUt  &  N.  247,  10  Eng.  Rul. 
('as.  00;  Holnips  v.  Nurtlicastcrn  R.  Co.  L. 
R.  4   Exch.   257. 

The  failure  to  prohibit  the  use  of  prop- 
erty by  the  public  is  uniformly  held  out  to 
constitute  an  invitation  to  use  it,  but  sim- 
ply gives  a  permissive  privilege,  which  con- 
stitutes the  persons  using  it  licensees. 

Redigan  t.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  155  Mass. 
44,  14  L.R.A.  276,  31  Am.  St  Rep.  520,  28 
N.  E.  1133;  Reardon  t.  Thompson,  149 
Mass  267,  21  N.  E.  369;  Oalligan  v.  Meta- 
comet  Mfg.  Co.  143  Mass.  627,  10  N.  E.  171 : 
Hughes  V.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  71  N.  H. 
279,  93  Am.  St  Rep.  518,  61  Atl.  1070; 
Cooley,  Torts,  606;  Muench  v.  Heinemann, 
supra;  Clark  v.  Manchester,  62  N.  H.  570; 
Hargreaves  v.  Deacon,  25  Mich.  1. 

Defendants  owed  plaintiff  no  duty  to 
warn  him  of  the  danger  of  the  open  eleva- 
tor door,  even  assuming  the  elevator  boy 
had  time  to  give  such  warning. 

Dixon  V.  Swift,  supra;  Moore  v.  Stetson, 
96  Me.  203,  52  Atl.  767;  Russell  v.  Maine 
C.  R.  Co.  100  Me.  408,  61  Atl.  899;  Shen 
V.  Gurney,  163  Mass.  184,  47  Am.  St  Rep. 
446,  39  N.  E.  996;  McManus  v.  Thing,  194 
Mass.  366,  80  N.  E.  487 ;  Larmore  v.  Crown 
Point  Iron  Co.  101  N.  Y.  394,  54  Am.  Rep. 
718,  4  N.  £.  752;  Reardon  v.  Thompson, 
supra;  Severy  v.  Nickerson,  120  Mass.  308, 
21  Am.  Rep.  514;  Pomponio  v.  New  York, 
N.  If.  &  H.  R.  Co.  66  Oonn.  538,  32  L.R.A. 
.>30,  50  Am.  St  Rep.  124,  34  Atl.  491 ;  Mof- 
f.itt  T.  Kenny,  174  Mass.  315,  64  N.  E. 
850. 

Savage,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Case,  to  recover  tor  personal  injuries 
eauseU  by  the  defendants'  alleged  negligence 
in  leaving  open  or  unguarded  the  door  to 
an  elevator,  into  which  the  plaintiff  stepped 
and  fell.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  evi- 
denre  for  the  plaintiff,  a  nonsuit  was  di- 
rected, and  the  plaintiiT  excepted. 

The  facts  shown,  taken  most  favorably  for 
the  plaintiff,  are  these:  The  defendants 
were  the  owner*  of  an  office  building  on 
Exchange  street,  in  Portland,  which  was 
occupied  by  their  tenants.  On  the  ground 
floor  were  two  insurance  offices,  and  the 
second  and  third  floor  rooms  were  mostly  law- 
yers' ofllces.  Between  the  two  insurance  of- 
fices was  the  main  entrance  to  the  building, 
leading  into  a  hall  way.  At  the  further  end 
of  the  hall  way  were  the  stairs  leading  to 
the  second  and  third  floors.  At  the  right  of 
the  door  as  one  entered,  and  about  6  feet  dis- 
26  L.RA.(N.S.) 


tant  therefrom,  the  defendants  had  placed, 
and  were  operating,  a  passenger  elevator. 
The  face  of  the  elevator  cage  formed  a  part 
of  the  side  of  the  hall  way.  In  the  elevator 
well,  below  the  level  of  the  first  floor  of  the 
building  was  an  electric  light  meter.  On  the 
day  in  question  a  servant  of  the  electric 
light  company  went  to  the  building  for  the 
purpose  of  reading  the  meter.  To  enable 
him  to  get  into  the  well  where  the  meter 
was,  the  boy  in  charge  of  the  elevator,  wlio 
was  the  servant  of  the  defendants,  in  op- 
erating it  ran  it  up  until  the  floor  of  the 
elevator  was  only  a  little  lower  than  the 
top  of  the  doorway  in  the  elevator  frame. 
The  electric  light  man  descended  into  the 
well,  leaving  open  the  door  in  the  elevator 
frame.  While  things  were  in  this  situa- 
tion, the  plaintiff  entered  the  hall  way  from 
the  street,  and  thinking,  as  he  says,  tliat 
the  oi)en  xpnco  in  the  elevator  frame  was 
the  entrance  to  an  office,  stepped  into  it 
and  fell  to  the  bottom  of  the  well,  and  re- 
ceived serious  injuries. 

The  plaintiff  that  morning,  according  to 
his  own  version,  had  learned  that  a  Mr. 
York  wished  to  see  him,  and  he  went  to 
the  tatter's  office.  He  learned  there  that 
York  wished  to  obtain  some  gravel  from  a 
pit  owned  by  the  city  of  South  Portland,  of 
which  city  the  plaintiff  was  an  alderman. 
The  plaintiff  refused  York's  request,  but 
said  that  he  knew  a  lawyer,  wliose  name  he 
thought  was  Hanscomb,  who  had  a  gravel 
pit,  and  he  told  York  that  he  thought  Hans- 
comb  would  be  the  man  to  see.  Thereupon 
York  said,  "Let's  sec  him."  The  plaintiff 
and  York  then  started  to  ascertain  where 
Ilanscomb's  oflice  was.  Tlie  plaintiff  had  at 
some  time  been  told  that  Hanscomb  had  an 
office  on  Exchange  street,  but  neither  he  nor 
York  knew  where  it  was.  When  they  reached 
the  entrance  of  the  defendants'  building, 
York  said:  "Ijet'a  go  in  here.  Any  of 
these  lawyers  will  tell  us  where  he  is." 
They  went  in,  and  the  plaintiff  stepped 
into  the  elevator  well,  as  has  l)ocn  de- 
scribed. It  is  admitted  that  Hanscomb  did 
not  then  have,  and  never  had  had,  an  office 
in  the  defendants'  building. 

Upon  these  facts  it  is  contended,  in  sup- 
port of  the  order  of  nonsuit,  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  a  mere  licensee  upon  the  defend- 
ants' premises,  and  that  they  did  not  owe 
to  him  the  duty  of  using  care  to  prevent  his 
stepping  into  the  open  elevator  well,  and 
hence  that  as  to  him,  at  least,  they  were 
not  negligent  It  is  also  contended  that  the 
plaintiff  himself-  was  guilty  of  contributory 
negligence. 

We  think  the  nonsuit  was  properly  or- 
dered. Upon  the  evidence  the  jury  would 
not  have  been  warronted  in  finding  for  the 
plaintiff.    In  such  case  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
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court  to  order  a  nonsuit,  or  direct  a  verdict 
for  the  defendant. 

In  the  first  place,  if  the  plaintiff  was  pay- 
ing the  slightest  attention  to  the  situation 
it  is  difficut  to  see  how  ho  could  have  mis- 
taken the  opening  into  the  durltncss  of  an 
elevator  well  for  the  entrance  to  an  office, 
as  he  testified  that  he  supposed  it  was.  It 
was  a  sunshiny  day,  and  tlie  door  from  the 
street  was  wide  open,  and  was  only  5  feet 
from  the  elevator.  The  merest  attentive 
glance  would  have  disclosed  that  the  open- 
ing was  not  the  p|>en  door  of  an  office,  and 
should  have  halted  the  plaintiff.  It  is 
imposAihle  to  resist  the  conclusion  that  the 
plaintiff  was  guilty  of  that  thoughtless  iu- 
nttontiun  whicli  has  liceii  said  to  be  the  very 
rssenco  of  negligence.  See  McCnrvell  v. 
Sawyer,  173  Mass.  540,  7.3  Am.  St.  Rep. 
318,' 64  N.  K.  2r)9j  Humphreys  v.  Ports- 
mouth Trust  &  Guarantee  Co.  184  Mass. 
422,  08  N.  E.  836. 

But  we  go  further.  While  it  is  the  duty 
rf  the  owner  of  a  Imildiiig,  having  it  in 
clinr;?e,  to  he  eareful  in  keeping  it  safe  for 
all  thnsc  who  come  there  by  his  invitation, 
express  or  implied,  he  owes  no  such  duty  to 
those  who  come  there  for  their  own  con- 
venience, or  as  mere  licensees.  Toward  a 
licensee,  the  owner  owes  no  duty,  except 
that  he  shall  not  wantonly  injure  him. 
l)i.\on  V.  Swift,  08  Me.  207,  66  Atl.  701; 
Russell  V.  Maine  C.  R.  Co.  100  Me.  408,  01 
Atl.  809;  Parker  v.  Portland  Pub.  Co.  60 
Me.  173.  31  Am.  Rep.  202.  It  is  well  set- 
tled that,  when  the  owner  of  a  building  fits 
it  up  for  business,  he  impliedly  invites  all 
]!ers<ms  to  come  there  whose  coming  is 
naturally  incident  to  the  business  carried 
on  there.  And  if  he  leases  the  building  or 
parts  of  it,  to  tenants,  lie  impliedly  invites 
all  persons  to  conie  there  in  connection  with 
the  business  carried  on  by  the  tenants.  At 
the  same  time,  if  the  building  is  open,  and 
there  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  strangers 
are  not  wanto<I,  he  impliedly  permits  and 
licenses  persons  to  come  there  for  their 
own  convenience,  or  to  gratify  their  curios- 
ity. To  those  invited  he  owes  the  duty  of 
exercising  care  with  reference  to  the  man- 
agement of  an  elevator  operated  by  him, 
but  to  those  merely  licensed  he  owes  no 
such  duty.  Plummer  v.  Dill,  156  Mass. 
42C,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  463,  31  N.  E.  128. 

"To  come  under  an  implied  invitation,  as 
distinguished  from  mere  license,  the  visitor 
must  come  for  a  purpose  connected  with  the 
business  in  which  the  occupant  is  engaged, 
or  which  he  permits  to  be  carried  on  there. 
There  must  at  least  be  some  mutuality  of 
interest  in  the  subject  to  which  the  visit- 
or's business  relates,  althought  the  partic- 
ular thing  which  is  the  object  of  the  visit 
may  not  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  occupant."  ' 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Pollock,  Torts,  417;  Plummer  v.  Dill,  s'l- 
pra.  When  the  owner  lets  rooms  to  ten- 
ants for  business  purposes,  he  has  an  in- 
terest in  their  being  used  for  such  pnt- 
poses;  and  a  mutuality  of  interest  exi<ti 
when  a  visitor  goes  to  the  rooms  (or  tb' 
purpose  of  transacting  the  kinds  of  businefs 
for  which  the  owner  let  them.  The  tenant.'. 
doubtless,  may  transact  any  kind  of  lt«ful 
business  therein  that  tliey  choose,  uiil»'i 
limited  by  the  terms  of  the  tenancy.  It  i< 
so  contemplated  by  the  owner  when  he  kt< 
the  rooms,  and  he  thereby  impliedly  inriti'. 
all  persons  who  have  business  to  transact 
with  the  tenants  to  go  to  their  rooms  It 
that  purpose.  But  he  does  not  invite  per- 
sons to  go  there  merely  for  their  own  con- 
venience or  curiosity. 

Now,  applying  these  rules  to  the  case  at 
bar,  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  the  plaintiff 
was  not  invited  by  the  defendants  to  xivi 
their  building,  but  that  he  was  a  mere  li- 
censee. He  went  to  the  building  to  make  ai 
inquiry  about  a  matter  which  conwriifl 
himself,  or  his  fiiend  York,  alone.  It  lal 
nothing  to  do  with  any  kind  of  busiii'^'  in 
which  any  of  the  tenants  or  occupants  w-r 
engaged,  or  for  which  the  building  was  us ! 
or  designed  to  be  used.  It  was  not  u^i'!. 
and  it  was  not  held  out  by  the  ownor>  a^ 
being  used,  as  an  information  bureau,  ^i^- 
the  precisely  parallel  case  of  Plummer  t. 
Dill,  supra. 

It  may  well  be  that  the  plaintiff  was  n  : 
unlawfully  upon  the  ]>reuiiscs.  Under  th 
circumstances,  it  may  be  conceded  thai  If. 
was  impliedly  permitted  to  go  to  this  baill 
ing  in  pursuit  of  the  information  he  d  s'n  '.: 
but  he  was  not  invited.  That  is  the  ili- 
tinction.  As  a  mere  licenstw,  he  went  inti 
the  building  at  his  own  risk,  and  was  b-unl 
to  take  the  premises  as  he  found  tii'' 
Rcardon  v.  Thompson,  149  Mass.  267.  ii  N 
E.  360;  Moffatt  v.  Kenny,  174  Mass.  3I.i.•"'^ 
N.  E.  850;  Beehler  v.  Daniels,  18  R.  I.  '«'' 
27  L.R.A.  512,  40  Am.  St.  Rep.  790,  29  .u: 
6;  Dixon  v.  Swift,  supra. 

In  argument,  the  plaintiff's  counsel  cit-- 
and  relies  upon  Stratton  v.  Staples,  5!t  M  ■. 
94,  and  Foren  v.  Rodick,  00  Me.  276,  38  .\: 
175.  But  neither  of  these  cases  affords  h:'' 
any  aid.  They  are  both  cases  of  iniplio<l  -i 
vitation.  In  the  former,  the  plaintiff.  i> 
the  evening,  went  to  the  defendanis  bniV 
ing,  in  which  were  four  stores,  seeking  > 
business  interview  with  him.  The  ileffnd 
ant's  countingroom  was  in  one  of  the  stow: 
but  the  plaintiff  did  not  know  which  one  t 
was.  In  endeavoring  to  ascertain  in  nli.'- 
store  the  countingroom  was,  the  plaint:.' 
walked  along  the  platform  in  front  rf  tV 
stores,  and  fell  into  an  insufficiently  gn"^ 
ed  rollway,  and  was  injured.  The  presidins 
justice,  in  his  charge,  said:   "But  for  tU 
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persons  who  had  occasion  to  go  upon  the  Same  —  starting  car  —  gross  ncgllgcnro. 


platform  in  order  to  enter  eitlier  of  the 
iitnres  of  the  defendant  on  legitimate  busi- 
ness he  would  be  liable  for  all  damages  oc- 
casioned by  these  ereitions,  provided  they 
were  unsafe  or  dangerous.  .  .  .  The 
next  question  is;  Was  the  plaintiff  legiti- 
mately upon  the  sidewalk  or  platform  ?  You 
have  heard  her  statement  as  to  her  business 
with  the  defendant.  It  is  unnecessary  for 
me  to  allude  to  the  testimony.  It  is  all 
with  yoji."  After  a  verdict  for  the  plain- 
tiff, this  court  overruled  the  defendant's  ex- 
ceptions, without  discussion  of  the  princi- 
ples involved,  only  saying  that,  if  the  charge' 
was  not  as  full  as  it  ought  to  have  been, 
the  objection  was  waived,  because  counsel 
did  not  ask  for  other  and  more  appropriate 
instructions.  In  Foren  v.  Bodick,  supra,  the 
plaintiff  went  to  the  defendant's  building  to 
consult  profcssioniilly  a  physician  who  was 
a  tenant  therein,  and,  while  seeking  an  en- 
trance, was  injured  by  reason  of  certain 
defects  in  the  construction  nor  maintenance 
of  the  building.  The  court  said:  "All  per- 
sons having  occasion  to  visit  any  of  the  of- 
fices on  the  second  floor,  on  legitimate  busi- 
ness with  any  of  the  defendants'  tenants, 
had  an  implied  invitation  from  the  defend- 
.ants  to  use  the  common  entrance  and  pas- 
sageway for  that  purpose." 

Upon  the  whole  case,  therefore,  it  is  clear 
that  the  plaintiff  has  no  cause  of  action 
against  the  defendants.  Tlie  exceptions  to 
the  order  of  a  nonsuit  must  be  overruled. 

Exceptions  overruled. 
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(205  Mass.  162,  91  N.  E.  202.) 

Street  railway  ^  negligent  operation  — 

mistaken  act  of  passenger. 

i.  The  conductor  of  a  street  car  may  be 
found  to  be  negligent  if  he  signals  the  car 
to  start  before  the  intending  passenger  has 
an  opportunity  to  alight  again  in  safety, 
when  ho  refuses  to  admit  a  cripple  who,  at- 
tempting to  board  the  car  by  the  wrong 
door,  has  mounted  the  car  steps. 
Same   —  negligence     of     passenger  — 

wrong  entrance. 

2.  A  cripple  is  not  per  se  negligent  in 
mounting  the  steps  in  attempting,  contrary 
to  a  rule  of  the  company,  to  enter  a.  street 
ear  on  the  wrong  side,  where  the  door  is 
closed,  where  he  is  ignorant  that  he  will  not 
l>c  admitted  on  that  side,  and  he  is  seen  by 
the  conductor. 
26  L..R.A.(N.S.)  77 


3.  The  conductor  of  a  street  car  may  be 
guilty  of  gross  negligence  in  starting  a  car 
with  notice  that  an  intending  passenger, 
who  is  crippled,  is  upon  the  step  at  the  door 
on  the  wrong  side  of  the  car,  seeking  admis- 
sion, before  giving  him  an  opportunity  to 
alight  after  admission  through  such  door 
has  been  refused,  where  the  starting  of  the 
car  will  cause  him  to  fall  from  the  car  into 
the  street. 

Appeal  ^  general  verdict  —  several 
counts  —  failure  to  specify  evidence 
required. 

4.  A  general  verdict  for  plaintiff  cannot 
be  sustained  in  an  action  against  a  street 
car  company  for  injury  to  one  attempting 
to  become  a  pa.ssenger  on  its  car,  where 
there  are  two  counts  in  the  declaration,  one 
charging  simple  and  the  other  gross  ne<!li- 
gence,  both  of  which  are  good,  and  tho 
court,  although  its  attention  is  called  to 
the  matter,  fails  to  point  out  the  decree  of 
delinquency  which  is  necessary  to  support 
a  recovery  under  the  latter  count. 

(February  25,  1910.) 


Note.  — Duty  and  Uabllltif  of  atreet 
milway  companjj  to  pasftenf/er  at- 
tempting to  enter  or  leave  car  on 
■wrong  side. 

It  is  the  duty  of  a  street  ear  conductor, 
before  signaling  tlie  motorman  to  start,  to 
see  that  no  one  is  boarding  the  car;  and 
the  fact  that  a  passenger  boards  an  open  car 
having  a  running  board  on  each  side,  on 
the  side  farthest  from  the  sidewalk,  is  not 
contributory  negligence,  precluding  recov- 
ery for  the  conductor's  breach  of  his  duty, 
there  being  nothing  to  prevent  entrance 
from  that  side.  Costello  v.  St.  Louis  Tran- 
sit Co.  119  Mo.  App.  391,  96  8.  W.  425. 

Where  a  conductor  negligently  leaves  a 
gate  open  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  car, 
he  is  bound  to  exercise  ordinary  care  to  ob- 
serve that  side  for  the  protection  of  pas- 
sengers alighting.  Central  Kentucky  TVac- 
tion  Co.  V.  Chapman  (Ky.)   324  S.  W.  830, 

It  is  not  negligence  as  a  matter  of  law 
to  attempt  to  alight  from  a  car  at  a  pleas- 
ure resort  established  by  a  street  railway 
company,  on  the  side  opposite  to  that  pre- 
pared for  the  reception  of  passengers,  where 
it  is  the  common  practice  to  alight  on 
either  side.  Whether  the  unevenness  of  the 
ground  on  such  side  is,  in  the  circum- 
stances, the  result  of  negligence  rendering 
the  carrier  liable  for  an  injury  caused  there- 
by, is  a  question  for  the  jury.  Poole  v. 
Consolidated  Street  R.  Co.  100  Mich.  379, 
25  L.R.A.  744,  59  N.  W.  390. 

The  question  of  the  negligence  of  a  street 
car  conductor  and  the  contributory  negli- 
gence of  a  twelve-year-old  boy  is  for  the 
jury  where  the  boy  stepped,  under  the  con- 
ductor's eye,  upon  the  footboard  on  the 
railed  sideof  an  open  car,  next  to  a  parallel 
track,  and  the  car  was  started  upon  the 
conductor's  signal  before  the  boy  was  fair- 
ly on,  with  the  result  that  he  was  thrown 
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EXCEPTIONS  by  defendant  to  rulings  of 
the  Superior. Court  for  Suffolk  County 
made  during  the  trial  of  an  action  brought 
to  recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  al- 
leged to  have  been  caused  by  defendant's 
negligence,  which  resulted  in  a  verdict  for 
plaintiff.    Sustained. 

The  following  instructions,  requested  by 
the  defendant  were  refused: 

"(1)  On  all  the  evidence,  the  plaintiff  is 
not  entitled  to  recover. 


"(2)  The  plaintiff  cannot  recover  upon  the 
first  count  in  her  declaration. 

"(3)  The  plaintiff  cannot  recover  upon 
tlie  second  count  in  her  declaration. 

"(4)  Upon  all  the  evidence,  the  plaintill 
was  not  in  the  exercise  of  due  care. 

"(5)  The  plaintiff  was  not  a  passonser 
upon  the  defendant's  car  at  the  time  of  tlie 
accident. 

"(6)  The  plaintiff  was  a  trespasser  upon 
the  defendant's  car  at  the  time  of  tlic  acci- 
dent. 


off  and  injured.  Kcllv  v.  Consolidated 
Traction  Co.  62  N.  J.  h.  614,  41  Atl.  686. 

While  there  is  no  nbsolute  duty  resting 
upon  a  street  railway  company  operating 
a  car  u]>on  double  trnclcs  to  equip  it  with 
bars  to  prevent  passengers  from  using  the 
inside  running  board,  the  question  wliether 
or  not  the  failure  to  do  so  is  negligence  is 
for  the  jury.  Where  a  passenger  alights 
by  such  inside  r\mning  board  and  walks  a 
few  steps  before  crossing  tlie  parallel  track, 
he  is  not  a  trespasser,  and  the  carrier  owes 
him  tlie  duty  to  exercise  ordinary  diligence 
to  pi-event  injury  to  him,  and  he  must  exer- 
cise the  same  diligence  to  save  himself.  So, 
wlicre  the  company  docs  not,  by  word  or 
act,  warn  him  of  the  danger  of  alighting 
upon  that  side,  and  the  car  makes  a  loud, 
rumbling  noise,  and  a  bright  electric  light 
limits  the  scope  of  his  vision,  he  may  be 
found  to  be  free  from  contributory  negli- 
gence in  walking  between  the  tracks  a  few 
steps  and  then  crossing  the  parallel  track, 
where  ho  is  killed  by  a  car  moving  at  an 
excessive  rate  of  speed;  and  the  company 
may  be  found  guilty  of  negligence  render- 
ing it  liable  for  his  death.  Columbus  R. 
Co.  V.  Asliell,  133  Ga.  573,  66  S.  E;  902. 

It  was  held  in  Augusta  R.  Co.  v.  Glover, 
02  Ga.  132,  18  S.  E.  406,  that  although  a 
street  car  company  was  not  bound  to  equip 
its  cars  with  gates  so  as  to  prevent  passen- 
gers from  alighting  from  the  inside  plat- 
forms and  upon  a  parallel  track,  yet, 
where  a  company  had  so  equipped  its  cars 
and  failed  to  keep  tlie  gates  closeH,  the 
question  of  its  negligence  rendering  it  lia- 
ble for  the  death  of  one  who  passed  through 
the  open  gate,  and  was  struck  by  a  car 
going  in  the  opposite  direction  from  the 
one  from  which  he  alighted,  was  for  the 
jury. 

But  the  fact  that  the  door  of  a  cable  car 
was  open  on  the  side  next  to  the  parallel 
track,  and  unprotected  by  gate  or  guard, 
cannot  be  construed  as  an  invitation  to  a 
passenger  to  alight  while  the  train  was 
moving  at  an  unlawful  rate  of  speed,  so  as 
to  negative  contributory  negligence,  pre- 
cluding recovery  for  injuries  inflicted  _  by 
a  cable  car  going  in  the  other  direction, 
also  at  an  unlawful  rate.  Weber  v.  Kan- 
sas City  Cable  R.  Co.  100  Mo.  194,  7  L.R.A. 
819,  18  Am.  St.  Rep.  541,  12  S.  W.  804, 
13  S.  W.  687. 

If  one  approaches  a  car  and  attempts  to 
enter  it  burdened  with  a  basket,  and  sees 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


another  car  approaching  so  near  that  it  can- 
not reasonably  be  expected  to  stop,  it  is 
proper  to  instruct  the  jury  that  it  may  rea- 
sonably infer  that  he  was  guilty  of  con- 
tributory negligence,  precluding  him  from 
recovering  for  injuries  sustained  by  bein^i 
caught  between  the  cars.  Rose  v.  Wc-i^t 
Philadelphia  R.  Co.  9  Sadler  (Pa.)  313. 
12  Atl.  78. 

If  the  car  stopped  upon  the  plaintiff'* 
signal,  and  the  conductor  opened  the  door 
next  to  the  parallel  track  to  let  him  enter, 
and  if,  as  the  plaintiff  waa  entering  such 
door,  the  car  started  and  dragged  him  along 
until  he  was  injured  by  a  car  on  another 
track,  he  was  not  necessarily  guilty  of  con- 
tributory negligence,  and  the  company  may 
be  found  liable  for  his  injuries.  Ihile  r. 
Brooklyn,  H.  P.  &  P.  P.  R.  Co.  I  Hun,  14«. 
3  Thomp.  ft  C.  686. 

It  was  held  in  Scott  t.  Metropolitan 
Street  R.  Co.  138  Mo.  App.  106,  120  S.  W. 
131,  that  one  Avas  not,  as  a  matter  of  \a.\f. 
guilty  of  contributory  negligence  in  get- 
ting on  a  crowded  platform  of  a  street  ca' 
by  the  inside  entrance  thereto,  at  a  point 
where  the  tracks  were  close  together,  nor 
in  signaling  the  motorman  thereof  to  stop, 
instead  of  jumping  from  his  position  to  a 
place  of  safety,  upon  seeing  a  car  approach' 
ing.  on  another  track. 

Where  a  person  attempta  to  mount  tin* 
running  board  of  an  open  car  at  the  eml 
of  the  line  before  the  bar  preventing  pa< 
sengers  from  entering  on  that  side  lia> 
been  raised,  and  in  doing  so  goes  upon  tbr 
parallel  track,  upon  which  he  knows  th.it 
another  car  may  pass  from  a  switch  behin<) 
the  one  he  intends  to  take,  he  undertakes  to 
do  what  the  railvfay  company  cannot  rea- 
sonably be  expected  to  anticipate,  and  it  is 
not  bound  to  provide  against  such  an  im- 
prudent act.  Malpnss  v.  Hestonville  M.  * 
F.  Pass.  R.  Co.  189  Pa.  609,  42  Atl.  291. 

As  to  duty  of  street  car  conductor  to  see 
that  passenger  is  off  before  startin|;  car, 
see  the  case  note  to  Millmore  v.  Boston 
Elev.  R.  Co.  11  L.«.A.(N.S.)    140. 

On  negligence  in  starting  car  with  a  jerk, 
see  the  note  to  Boston  Elev.  R.  Co.  v.  Smith, 
23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  800. 

For  cases  on  the  question  of  riding  on 
platform  or  running  board  of  street  car  a* 
negligence,  see  the  case  notes  to  Capital 
Traction  Co.  v.  Brown.  12  L.R.A.(X.a( 
831;  Lobner  v.  Metropolitan  Street  R.  Co. 
21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  072. 
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"(7)  The  dcfcntlaiit  did  not  owe  to  the 
plaintiff  that  liigli  dogree  of  care  it  was 
bound  to  exercise  toward  a  passenger. 

"(8)  The  defendant  is  not  liable  for  any 
ucts  which  do  not  amount  to  wilful  and 
wanton   recklessness  towards  tlie   plaintiff. 

"(0)  To  establish  the  degree  of  ncgligmce 
on  the  part  of  a  defendant  necesary  for  tlie 
plaintiff  to  recover,  tlie  plaintiff  must  show 
intentional,  wilful  wrong.  The  conduct  of 
the  defendant's  agent  must  be  criminal  or 
quasi  criminal.  If  it  results  in  the  death  of 
the  injured  person,  be  is  guilty  of  man- 
slaughter. 

"(10)  Tlie  evidence  docs  not  show  wilful 
and  wanton  disregard  of  the  plaintiff's 
1  ights  by  the  defendant,  its  agents  or  serv- 
ants. 

"(12)  Even  if  the  conductor  did  start  the 
car  after  the  plaintiff  boarded  it,  there  was 
no  such  probability  that  injury  would  result 
to  her  as  to  make  his  act  reckless  or  wanton. 

"(13)  The  defendant  is  not  liable  for  a 
more  error  of  judgment  on  the  part  of  the 
conductor." 

Further  facts  appear  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Frederic  H.  Chase,  for  defendant: 

The  defendant  holds  itself  out  as  ready  to 
accept  as  passengers  such  persons  only  who 
present  themselves  in  a  proper  manner,  and 
at  a  proper  place,  to  be  carried. 

Webster  v.  Fitchburg  R.  Co.  Ifil  Mass. 
298,  24  L.R.A.  521,  37  N.  E.  165;  Hogiier  v. 
Hoston  Elcv.  R.  Co.  398  Mass.  260,  15  L.R.A. 
(  N.S.)  900,  84  N.  E.  404;  Sullivan  v.  Boston 
Kiev.  R.  Co.  199  Mass.  73,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
30.  84  N.  E.  844. 

The  defendant  owed  plaintiff  no  duty  as 
a  passenger  while  she  was  attempting  to 
bnnrd  at  any  place  other  than  that  provid- 
ed. 

Podge  v.  Boston  &  B.  S.  S.  Co.  148  Afass. 
207,  2  L.R.A.  83,  12  Am.  St.  Rep.  641,  19 
N.  E.  873. 

The  plaintiff  was  not  a  passenger,  and 
could  not  recover. 

Barlow  v.  Jersey  City,  H.  &  P.  R.  Co.  67 
N.  J.  h.  364,  51  Atl.  46.3;  Udell  v.  Citizens' 
Street  R.  Co.  152  Ind.  507,  71  Am.  St.  Rep. 
3.30,  52  N.  E.  799;  Malpass  v.  Hestonville, 
M.  &  F.  Pass.  R.  Co.  189  Pa.  699,  42  Atl. 
291. 

The  acts  complained  of  were  not  sufllcient 
to  constitute  wilful  and  wanton  recklessness. 

Marshall  v.  Boston  Elcv.  R.  Co.  203  Mass. 
40,  88  N.  E.  1004;  Anternoiti  v.  New  York, 
N.  H.  &  11.  R.  Co.  193  Mass.  542,  79  N.  E. 
789;  Leonard  v.  Boston  &  A.  R.  Co.  170 
Mass.  318,  49  N.  £.  621 ;  Planz  v.  Boston  & 
A.  R.  Co.  157  Mass.  377,  17  L.U.A.  835,  32 
N.  E.  366;  Bjornquist  v.  Boston  &  A.  R.  Co. 
185  Mass.  130,  10?  Am.  St.  R?p.  332,  70  N. 
K.  53;  Banks  v.  Branian,  188  Mass.  307, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


74  N.  E.  594;  Albert  v.  Boston  Kiev.  R.  Co. 
185  Masa.  210,  70  N.  E.  52;  Mnsscll  v.  Bos- 
ton Elev.  R.  Co.  191  Mass.  491,  78  N.  E. 
108;  Lebov  v.  Consolidated  R.  Co.  203  Mass. 
380,  ante,  205,  89  N.  E.  540. 

Mr.  William  H.  Sullivan,  for  plaintiff: 

It  is  not,  as  a  matter  of  law,  want  of  duo 
care  for  one  to  attempt  to  board  a  car  on 
the  wrong  side. 

Dale  V.  Brooklyn  City,  H.  P.  &  P.  P.  R. 
Co.  1  Uun,  140,  amrmed  in  00  N.  Y.  038; 
Kelly  v.  Consolidated  Traction  Co.  02  N.  J. 
L.  514,  41  Atl.  680;  Lockwood  v.  Boston 
Elev.  R.  Co.  200  Mass.  537,  22  L.R.A. (N.S.) 
488,  86  N.  E.  934. 

If  a  car  is  suddenly  started  by  a  conductor 
after  seeing  the  passenger  on  the  wrong 
side,  the  company  is  guilty  of  negligence. 

Kelly  V.  (.'onsolidated  Traction  Co.  and 
Dale  V.  Brooklyn  City  H.  P.  &  P.  P.  R.  Co. 
supra;  Jones  v.  Boston  ft  M.  R.  Co.  163 
Moss.  245,  39  N.  E,  1019;  Davey  v.  Green- 
field &  T.  F.  Street  R.  Co.  177  Mass.  100, 
68  N.  E.  172;  Ryan  v.  PitUficld  Elcctrio 
Street  R.  Co.  203  Mass.  283,  80  N.  E.  527. 

While  the  fact  that  one  makes  an  erro- 
neous but  bona  fide  offer  to  become  a  passen- 
ger may  show  that  he  is  not  a  passenger, 
yet  it  docs  not  make  him  a  trespasser. 

Robertson  v.  Boston  &  N.  Street  R.  Co. 
190  Mass.  108,  3  L.R.A. (N.S.)  688,  112  Am. 
St.  Rep.  314,  7.6  N.  E.  513. 

The  fact  that  one  boards  a  car  on  the 
wrong  side,  intending  in  good  faith  to  be- 
come a  passenger,  docs  not  make  him  a  tres- 
passer. 

Anderson  v.  Seattle — Tacoma  Intenirban 
R.  Co.  36  Wash.  387,  104  Am.  St.  Rep.  962, 
78  Pac.  1013.  Kelly  v.  Consolidated  Trac- 
tion Co.  supra. 

Even  if  plaintiff  -v.ts  a  trespasser,  the  de- 
fendant owed  the  duly  to  refrain  from  wil- 
fully, wantonly,  or  recklessly  exposing  her 
to  danger. 

Mas.sell  v.  Boston  Elev.  R.  Co.  191  Mass. 
491,  78  N.  E.  108. 

The  act  of  the  conductor  was  wanton  or 
reckless. 

Marshall  v.  Boston  Elcv.  R.  Co.  203  Mass. 
40,  88  N.  E.  1094;  Gordtm  v.  West  End 
Street  R.  Co.  176  Mass.  181,  55  N.  E.  990. 

Braley,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  plaintiff  although  a  young  woman, 
suffered  from  permanent  lameness,  owing  to 
a  dislocation  of  the  hip.  In  walking,  to  les- 
sen the  weight  ujion  this  hip,  where  an  abcess 
had  formed,  she  had  been  provided  with 
crutches  at  the  hospital,  from  which  she 
was  returning  to  her  home  at  the  time  of 
the  accident,  lue  car  she  intended  to  take 
had  stopped,  and  remained  standing  at  a 
cross  walk,  with  the  right-hand  rear  door 
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of  the  vestibule  open  on  the  side  next  to  the 
street,  through  which  passengers  were  enter- 
ing, while  the  conductor  stood  on  the  plat- 
form. But  the  vestibule  door  next  to  the 
double  track  was  closed.  If  the  evidence  of 
the  witnesses  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  plain- 
tiff and  conductor  cannot  be  reconciled,  the 
jury  could  find  from  her  testimony  that  the 
plaintiff  crossed  the  street  in  her  line  of 
travel  with  the  intention  of  taking  passage, 
and  approaching  the  car  from  that  side, 
stood  upon  the  step,  with  both  hands  on  the 
grab  irons,  holding  her  crutches,  and  rapped 
upon  the  closed  door,  and  asked  for  admis- 
sion, but,  although  seen  by  the  conductor, 
he  shook  his  head,  and  did  not  open  the  door. 
A  further  finding  would  have  been  warrant- 
ed that,  even  if  she  was  seeking  to  get  on  from 
the  farther  side  of  the  platform,  he  must  have 
understood  she  was  attempting  to  board  the 
car  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  a  passenger. 
But  while  from  his  uncontradicted  evidence 
it  appeared  that,  under  a  rule  of  the  defend- 
ant, the  left-hand  rear  door  in  the  direction 
in  which  the  car  moves  is  always  kept  closed 
and  locked,  and  only  the  door  on  the  right 
is  used  for  the  entrance  and  exit  of  passen- 
gers, a  momentary  mistake  as  to  the  method 
of  entrance,  of  which  the  jury  could  find 
she  was  ignorant,  did  not  make  her  presence 
on  the  car  wrongful,  in  the  sense  that  her 
act  up  to  the  time  of  refusal  was  an  inten- 
tional invasion  of  its  possession  and  control. 
Severy  v.  Nickerson,  120  Mass.  300,  21  Am. 
Rep.  614;  Plummer  v.  Dill,  150  Mass.  420, 
32  Am.  St.  Rep.  403,  31  N.  E.  128.  See  Hog- 
ner  v.  Bostoji  Elev.  R.  Co.  198  Mass.  200, 
270,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  900,  84  N.  E.  404.  The 
fact  that  the  plaintiff  technically  was  a 
trespasser  did  not  absolutely  relieve  the  de- 
fendant from  the  duty  to  observe  proper  care 
towards  her,  or,  in  exercising  its  own  rights, 
so  to  act  as  not  to  injure  her  unnecessarily. 
Lovett  V.  Salem  &  S.  D.  R.  Co.  9  Allen, 
557,  502.  The  car  had  been  stopped  for  the 
reception  of  passengers,  and  if  it  were  found 
that  the  defendant's  servant  knew  not  only 
of  her  presence,  but  of  her  evident  purpose, 
the  defendant  owed  the  plaintiff  the  duty  of 
exercising  reasonable  care  until  at  least  an 
opportunity  bad  been  given  in  which  she 
might  safely  step  down.  Aiken  v.  Holyoke 
Street  R.  Co.  184  Mass.  209,  08  >i.  E.  238; 
Robertson  v.  Boston  &  N.  Street  R.  Co.  190 
Mass.  108,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  588,  112  Am.  St. 
Rep.  314,  78  N.  E.  513;  Hogner  v.  Boston 
Elev.  R.  Co.  supra;  Dale  v.  Brooklyn  City, 
H.  P.  4  P.  P.  R.  Co.  1  Hun,  140,  s.  c.  00  N. 
Y.  038 ;  Donovan  v.  Hartford  Street  R.  Co. 
05  Conn.  201,  29  L.R.A.  297,  32  Atl.  350; 
Kelly  v.  Consolidated  Traction  Co.  02  N.  J. 
L.  514,  510,  41  Atl.  080.  In  the  description 
of  what  followed,  if  the  jury  believed  the 
plaintiff,  the  conductor,  simultaneously  with 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


shaking  his  head,  started    the  car,  eansin; 
her  to  be  carried  a  short  distance,  when.  Ic- 
ing unable  to  retain   her    footing:,  she  fell 
off  into  the  street,    it  was  properly  left  to 
the  jury  to  decide  wlietbor    the   conduct-^r 
was  so  negligent  as  to  make  the  defendant 
liable.    Nor  could  it  have  been  rightly  ml-!. 
as  matter  of  law,  that  the  plaint  iff  was  can- 
less.    It  could  not  have  been  reasonably  au 
ticipated  that,   under  such   conditions,  the 
car  would  be  instantly  set  in  motion.    Up>c 
discovery  that  she  had  made  a  mistake  wlien 
the  door  was  not  opened,  it  could  be  fouml 
that  she  might  assume  that  the  conductor, 
knowing  her   perilous   position,    would   n<>t 
immediately  give  the   signal   to    start,  but 
would  allow  her  time  to  step  off.     The  of- 
fendant's  requests  for  rulings,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  second  and  third,  make  no  ref- 
erence to  the  different   counts.      The  first 
count    does    not    allege    the   plaintiff    woj 
a    passenger,    but    charges     the    defendant 
with  negligence  in  the  management  of  tin 
car;   and  the  evidence   being  applicable  to 
that  count,  no  error  appears  in  the  refusal 
to  give  the  defendant's  first,  second,  fourth, 
and  twelfth  requests.    But  the  si.\th  rcquM 
should   have  been  given.     Nor    should  tii- 
thirteenth  request  have  been   granted.     It 
was  not  asserted  by  the  plaintiH'  that  an  er 
ror  of  judgment  had  been  made  in  startin.^ 
the  car,  but  that  it  was  knowingly  starteJ 
with  a  disregard  to  her  safety,  and  the  de- 
fendant's evidence  was  simply  a  denial  of  tV 
plaintifl^s   statement   as   to    the    place  and 
cause  of   the   accident.     Besides,    the  jurr 
were  plainly  told  that  if  it  happened  else- 
where, and  under  entirely  different  condi- 
tions, as  the  defendant  contended,  the  plain- 
tiff could  not  recover. 

The  fifth  and  seventh  requests,  while  cor- 
rectly stating  the  law,  were  fully  and  accu- 
rately covered  by  the  instructions.  Graliam 
V.  Middleby,  186  Mass.  349,  70  N.  E.  410. 

The  second  count  alleged  gross  negligence 
of  the  defendant  in  starting  the  car  reckless- 
ly and  wantonly  with  gross  disregard  of  tie 
plaintiff's  safety  and  the  defenuant  excepted 
to  the  refusal  to  give,  the  third,  eight !i 
ninth,  tenth,  and  twelfth  requests,  that 
there  could  be  no  recovery  on  this  count. 
We  have  said  there  was  evidence  for  the 
jury  of  the  defendant's  negligence,  and  a  fur- 
ther inference  of  fact  could  have  been  drawn 
by  them,  that  the  conductor,  with  full 
knowledge  of  the  situation  of  the  plaintiff, 
although  he  might  not  have  fully  appreciat- 
ed her  bodily  infirmities,  gave  her  no  oppor- 
tunity to  alight.  The  use  of  unreasonable 
force,  where,  under  the  eircumstancc.1,  life  or 
limb  may  be  endangered,  can  bt:  found  to 
be  wilful  or  reckless  or  wanton.    A  trespas- 
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•er  even  cannot  be  wilfully  molested,  and 
dealt  with  to  his  harm  and  injury.  Flanz  v. 
Boston  A  A.  R.  Co.  167  Mass.  377,  17  L.R.A. 
833,  32  N.  E.  356.  The  conductor  as  the  de- 
fendant's servant,  was  in  charge  of  the  ear, 
and  the  defendant  was  responsible  for  his 
acts.  Holmes  v.  Wakefield,  12  Allen,  680, 
90  Am.  Dec.  171 ;  Youn|;  y.  South  Boston  Ice 
Co.  150  Mass.  627,  628,  23  N.  E.  326.  To  de- 
liberately and  without  warning  start  the  car 
at  a  speed  which  the  jury  might  find  would 
compel  the  plaintiff,  in  her  crippled  condi- 
tion, to  fall  into  the  street  while  it  was  in 
motion,  resulting  perhaps  in  loss  of  life  it- 
self, the  jury  could  say  constituted  such  a 
disregard  o.f  consequences  which  reasonably 
should  have  been  anticipated,  as  to  amount 
to  wilful  misconduct.  Gordon  v.  West  End 
Street  R.  Co.  176  Mass.  181,  65  N.  E.  900; 
Banks  v.  Braman,  188  Mass.  367,  74  N.  E. 
5!)4;  Aiken  v..Holvoke  Street  R.  Co.  supra. 
Black  V.  New  York,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  Co.  103 
Mass.  448,  452,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  148,  79  N.  E. 
707,  0  A.  £  E.  Ann.  Cas.  485.  See  Spooner 
V.  Old  Colony  Street  R.  Co.  190  Mass.  132, 
76  N.  £.  6C0.  The  denial  of  the  third,  tenth, 
and  twelfth  requests  afforded  no  ground  of 
exception. 

By  the  eighth  and  ninth  requests  the  at- 
tention of  the  court  was  directed  to  the 
nature  of  proof  required  to  sustain 
the  allegations  of  the  second  court.  If 
not  called  upon  to  instruct  in  the  language 
requested,  appropriate  instructions  as  to  the 
liability  of  the  defendant  under  this  count 
were  necessary  to  a  correct  understanding  by 
the  jury  of  the  issue.  In  the  charge  no  ref- 
erence whatever  is  found  to  the  distinction 
under  our  decisions  between  negligence,  as 
ordinarily  defined,  and  the  wilful  misconduct 
which  the  plaintiff  alleged.  Black  t.  New 
York,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  Co.  supra.  The  counts 
are  not  defective,  as  each  states  a  good  cause 
of  action,  and  the  verdict  being  general, 
thoro  is  no  means  of  knowing  on  which  one 
the  jury  found  the  defendant  liable,  and  as- 
sessed damages.  James  v.  Boston  Elev.  R. 
Co.  201  Mass.  2C3,  265,  87  N.  E.  474.  The 
jury,  to  the  defendant's  prejudice,  having 
been  improperly  left  to  infer  that  the  plain- 
tiff, even  if  she  was  not  in  the  cNcrcise  of 
due  care  or  was  a  trespasser,  could  re- 
rover  if  the  conductor  was  shown  to  have 
been  merely  negligent,  the  exceptions  to  the 
refusal  to  give  this  request  must  be  sus- 
tained. Bride  v.  Clark,  161  Mass.  130,  36 
N.  E.  746. 

We  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  consider 
the  exceptions  to  the  instructions  dealing 
with  portions  of  the  testimony,  or  to  the  re- 
fusal to  give  certain  instructions  asked  for 
at  the  close  of  the  charge.  The  questions 
presented  may  not  arise  at  the  second  trial, 
26  t..R-A-(N.S.) 


or,  if  raised,  may  assume  an  entirely  different 
aspect. 
Exceptions  sustained. 


PENNSTtVANIA    SUPREME   COtJKT. 

MARGARET  MARTIN,  Appt., 

V. 

PITTSBURG  RAILWAYS  COMPANY. 
(227  Pa.  18,  76  Atl.  837.) 

Pleadinr^ amendment^ bar  to  claim. 

1.  A  declaration  setting  up  the  killing  of 
a  pedestrian  attempting  to  cross  the  street, 
by  the  negligent  running  of  a  street  car, 
cannot  be  amended  after  the  statute  of  limi- 
tations has  run,  so  as  to  allege  the  killing 
of  an  intending  passenger  by  the  n^ligent 
starting  of  the  car  before  he  was  saKly  on 
board. 

Same  —  statute  of  limitations  —  statu- 
tory defense. 

2.  It  is  not  necessary  to  plead  the  statute 
of  limitations  in  an  action  to  recover  for 
negligent  injuries  resulting  in  death,  to  en- 
title defendant  to  the  benefit  of  that  de- 
fense, where  the  statute  provides  that  the 
only  plea  in  actions  of  that  character  shall 
be  "not  guilty." 

(January  3,  1910.) 


Note.  —  Necenalty  of  pleading  Utnitation 
as  a  Itar  to  statutoru  action  for 
death. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  Mabtin  y. 
Pittsburg  R.  Co.  the  court  said  that  it  was 
not  necessary  that  the  limitation  be  special- 
ly pleaded,  it  being  gufiicieiit  to  show  by  the 
record  or  by  the  evidence  introduced,  that 
the  action  was  not  brought  witliin  the  time 
fixed  by  the  act.  Three  similar  cases  have 
been  found,  and  in  each  it  expressly  ap- 
peared from  an  inspection  of  the  complaint, 
that  the  action  was  not  commenced  within 
the  time  specified. 

Thus,  in  Lambert,  ▼.  Ensign  Mfg.  Co.  42 
W.  Va.  813,  26  S.  E.  4^1,  an  action  for 
wrongfully  causing  death  was  commenced 
under  a  statute  creating  the  right  of  ac- 
tion and  providing  "that  every  such  action 
shall  be  commenced  within  two  years  after 
the  death."  The  declaration  disclosed  that 
the  action  was  commenced  more  than  two 
years  after  the  death  orcurred.  The  defend- 
ant demurred,  and  it  was  insisted  that  the 
statute  of  limitations  could  not  be  inter- 
pnsmi  by  demurrer,  but  should  be  specially 
pleaded.  The  court,  however,  said:  "It  is 
true  that  a  statute  of  limitations,  pure  and 
simple,  which  bars  the  remedy  only,  and 
thereby  and  to  that  extent  destroys  the 
right,  the  defendant  must  set  up  and  rely 
on,  by  way  of  plea,  before  he  can  have  the 
benefit  of  such  bar.  .  .  .  And  this  has 
been  settled  law  in  actions  at  law  for  more 
than  two  hundred  years.  .  .  .  And  the 
reasons  generally  given  are  that  it  is  per- 
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APPEAL  by  plaintiiT  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  No.  3, 
for  Allegheny  County  in  defendant's  favor 
notwithstanding  a  verdict  for  plaintiff  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  damages  for  the 
alleged  negligent  killing  of  plaintiff's  hus- 
band.   AHirmed. 

The  facts  arc  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  W.  A.  Hudson  and  R.  S.  Mar- 
tin, for  appellant: 

The  foimdation  of  plaintiff's  cause  of  ac- 
tion as  laid  in  the  statement  of  claim  is  ad- 
hered to  in  the  omcndnicnt,  and  the  amend- 
ment may  vary  the  mode  of  stating  the 
cause  of  action. 

Knapp  V.  Hartung,  73  Pa.  294;  Stoner  v. 
Erisman,  200  Pa.  GOl,  50  Atl.  77;  Ilorbstritt 


V.  Lackawanna  Lumber  Co.  212  Pa.  490,  61 
Atl.  1101;  Pittsburgh  Junction  R.  Co.  t. 
McCutcheon,  4  Sadler  (Pa.)  245,  18  W.  N. 
C.  527,  7  Atl.  140;  Schmelzer  t.  Chester 
Traction  Co.  218  Pa.  29,  66  Atl.  1005. 

The  criterion  as  to  whether  an  amendment 
introduces  a  new  cause  of  action  is  wbe:bcr 
the  alteration,  or  proposed  amendment,  is  a 
new  or  different  matter,  another  cauw  oi 
controversy,  or  whether  it  is  the  sanie  con- 
tract or  injury,  and  a  mere  permission  to 
lay  it  in  a  manner  which  the  plaintiff  con- 
siders will  best  correspond  with  the  n.iture 
of  his  complaint  and  with  his  proof  and  the 
merits  of  his  case. 

Holmes  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  220  P;i. 
189,  123  Am.  St  Rep.  685,  69  Atl.  597. 


Bonal,  and  may  be  waived,  and  must  be 
pleaded,  or  in  some  way  be  shown  to  be  re- 
lied on,  and  that  it  cannot  he  reached  at 
common  law  by  a  demurrer,  because  the 
pleader  makes  out  his  case  as  far  as  he 
needs  at  first  to  ro,  without  withdrawing 
it  from  saving  clauses,  or  setting  up  m:it- 
ters  in  confession  and  avoidance  of  the 
statutory  bar.  It  will  be  time  enough  to 
do  thib  by  replication  if  defendant  sees  fit 
to  plead  the  statute,  which  often  he  does 
not  wish  or  intend  to  do.  But  here  tlic 
cause  of  action  did  not  e.xist  at  common 
law,  but  is  created  by  statute.  The  bring- 
ing of  the  suit  within  two  years  from  the 
death  of  the  person  whose  deatli  has  been 
caused  by  wrongful  act  is  made  an  essential 
element  of  the  right  to  sue,  and  it  must  be 
accepted  in  all  respects  as  the  statute  gives 
it.  And  it  is  made  absolute,  without  sav- 
ing or  qualification  of  any  kind  whatever. 
There  is  no  o]>ening  for  explanation  or  ex- 
cuse. Therefore,  strictly  speaking,  it  is  not 
a  statute  of  limitation.  .  .  .  The  plea 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  would  have 
been:  'The  ])laintifT's  cause  of  action  did 
not  accrue  within  two  years  next  before 
the  bringing  of  the  suit,  and  this  he  is 
ready  to  verify.'  But  plaintiff  could  not 
meet  it  by  confession  and  avoidance,  but 
only  by  denial  by  way  of  general  replica- 
tion. The  demurrer  says  that  the  facts  as 
they  appear  by  the  writ  and  declaration  aie 
not  suflicient  in  law.  So  that  in  both  modes 
it  may  be  matter  of  fact  to  be  determined 
by  the  court  by  insi>cction  of  the  record, 
supposing  the  proof  of  the  time  of  the  death 
to  correspond,  as  in  this  case  it  does,  with 
tlie  avcrnient  in  the  declaration.  Therefore 
the  defendant  may  take  advantage  of  it  by 
way  of  demurrer,  as  was  done  in  this  case, 
and  as  may  be  done  in  equity.'" 

In  the  similar  case  of  Radezky  v.  Sar- 
gent k  Co.  77  Conn.  110,  58  Atl.  709,  it  ap- 
peared upon  the  face  of  the  complaint  that 
the  action  was  not  commenced  within  one 
year,  as  required  by  statute.  In  upholding 
the  demurrer  the  court  said:  "The  plain- 
tiffs further  claim  that,  notwithstanding 
the  judgment  sustaining  the  demurrer  cor- 
rectly determines  the  merits  of  the  case, 
vet  it  should  he  set  aside  because  the  ques- 
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tions  of  law  arc  not  properly  raised  by  the 
defendant's  demurrer  to  the  plaintilTs*'com- 
plaint,  and  should  have  been  raised  by  the 
plaintiffs'  demurrer  to  the  defendant's  an- 
swer. This  claim  is  based  upon  the  tlieor}' 
that  the  common-law  rule,  that  the  statut« 
of  limitations  must  be  pleaded,  remains  io 
full  force  under  the  practice  act,  and  is  ap- 
plicable to  the  facts  of  the  present  case.  If 
so,  it  would  not  avail  the  plaintiffs  in  th'n 
case.  It  is  settled  that  under  the  practicf 
act  it  is  permissible  for  the  plaintiff,  in 
framing  his  complaint  in  an  action  against 
which  the  statute  of  limitations  has  appar- 
ently run,  to  state  his  whole  case,  and  <>■ 
lege  the  facts  he  deems  legally  sufficient  to 
enable  him  to  maintain  his  action,  notwitl.- 
standing  the  time  limited  for  its  cnmnienc--- 
ment  has  expired;  and  when  this  in  dun" 
it  is  permissible  for  the  defendant  to  rai-* 
the  question  of  law  by  a  demurrer  to  tin- 
complaint."  Here  the  plaintiff  alleged  hi< 
appointment  as  administrator  within  a  year 
before  bringing  the  action,  and  at  thin  al- 
legation the  foregoing  language  was  di- 
rected. 

On  the  other  hand  the  case  of  Wall  v. 
Chesapeake  A  O.  R.  Co.  200  III.  66,  65  N.  E. 
032,  denies  the  right  to  raise  the  question 
by  demurrer,  the  court  saying  that  even 
where  the  declaration  shows  that  the  action 
is  not  commenced  within  the  statutory  time, 
the  defendant  cannot  demur,  because  the 
plaintiff  would  be  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  replying  and  pleading  any  mat- 
ter which  would  prevent  the  bar  from  at 
taching.  This  decision  reverses  the  ap|>rl 
late  court,  whose  opinion  is  re|Mrted  in  101 
111.  App.  431,  and  which  held  that  the  bring- 
ing of  the  action  within  two  years  was  a 
condition  precedent  to  recovery,  that  it  xva« 
therefore  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  al- 
lege and  prove  that  the  action  was  begun 
within  the  time  fixed,  and  that  a  declara- 
tion failing  so  to  allege  was  obnoxious  to  a 
general  demurrer. 

The  question  in  the  Martin  Case  as  to 
the  right  to  amend  after  the  running  of  the 
statute  was  extensively  treated  in  the  note 
on  the  relation  of  new  pleadings  to  statutes 
of  limitation.  appende<l  to  Missouri,  K.  t 
T.  R.  Co.  V.  Baglcy,  3  L.RJV.(N.S.)  259. 
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To  make  the  defense  of  the  statute,  the 
itatute  should  have  been  pleaded. 

Barclay  v.  Barclay,  206  Pa.  307,  55  Atl. 
985;  Dickerson  v.  Central  R.  Co.  7  To. 
Dist.  R.  104;  Daley  v.  Henry,  34  Pittob. 
L.  J.  N.  S.  313. 

Messrs.  Clarence  Burlelgli,  Jnnics  C. 
Gray,  and  William  A.  Challciier,  for  ap- 
pellee: 

An  amendment  to  a  declaration  will  not 
be  allowed  if  a  new  cause  of  action  is  there- 
by introduced,  which  is  barred  by  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations,  nor  can  a  fatal  and  ma- 
terial defect  in  the  pleadings  be  corrected 
after  the  statute  of  limitations  has  become 
a  bar. 

Wright  V.  Hart,  44  Pa.  454;  Smith  v. 
Smith,  45  Pa.  403;  Trego  v.  Lewis,  68  Pa. 
403,  Fairchild  v.  Dunbar  Furnace  Co.  128 
Pa.  485.  18  Atl.  443,  444;  Grier  v.  Northern 
Assur.  Go.  183  Pa.  334,  30  Atl.  10;  Mahoney 
V.  Park  Steel  Co.  2ir  Po.  20,  00  Atl.  00. 

Elkln,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

This  is  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  en- 
tered by  the  court  below  for  defendant  non 
obstante  veredicto.  The  accident  occurred 
on  January  21,  1004,  and  the  original  state- 
ment of  claim  was  filed  November  2,  1904. 
The  negligence  charged  was  that  the  car  was 
running  at  an  excessive  rate  of  speed,  and 
that  there  was  no  headlight  on  the  car,  and 
that  no  bell  was  rung  nor  gong  sounded 
as  the  car  approached  the  crossing.  The 
theory  of  the  case,  then,  was  that  the  de- 
cedent while  attempting  to  cross  a  public 
street  was  negligently  run  down  and  fatally 
injured  by  a  car  of  the  appellee  company, 
without  a  headlight,  and  without  proper 
warning  of  its  approach  having  been  given. 
Thus  the  case  stood  until  Septenil>er  4,  1006, 
when  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  an  amended 
statement  should  not  be  filed  was  made  ab- 
solute. The  amended  statement  set  up  an- 
other theory  of  the  case,  and  averred  negli- 
gence of  an  entirely  different  character.  It 
was  that  the  decedent,  an  intending  passen- 
ger, signaled  the  car  to  stop,  which  it  did 
in  pursuance  of  the  signal  given,  and  while 
in  the  act  of  boarding  the  car,  and  l)efore 
lie  was  securely  on  it,  suddenly  started,  and 
threw  him  to  the  ground  and  under  the  car. 
At  the  trial  every  act  of  negligence  clmrgcil 
in  the  original  statement  was  shown  to 
lie  untrue  and  without  foundation  in  fact. 
There  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  prop- 
er signals  were  not  given,  and  the  posi- 
tive testimony  of  witnesses  produced  by  ap- 
])ellant  showed  that  the  car  had  a  headlight, 
that  it  was  not  running  at  an  excessive  rate 
of  speed,  and  that  the  decedent  was  not  at- 
tempting to  cross  the  street  at  the  time  of 
the  accident.  In  other  words,  plaintiff 
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proved  herself  out  of  court  on  the  original 
statement.  Can  this  situation  be'  cured  by 
an  amended  statement  setting  up  an  en- 
tirely different  theory,  charging  a  different 
kind  of  negligence  based  upon  different  re- 
lations of  the  parties  after  the  statute  of 
limitations  had  become  a  barT  All  of  our 
cases  hold  that  this  cannot  be  done  if  a  new 
cause  of  action  be  introduced  by  the  amend- 
ed statement.  The  cause  of  action,  if  any, 
was  the  negligent  act  or  acts  which  occa- 
sioned the  injury.  In  the  original  statement 
the  negligent  acts  relied  on  to  sustain  a  re- 
covery were  recited  in  detail,  and  with  such 
circumstantiality  as  to  leave  no  doubt  upon 
what  ground  a  recovery  was  based.  In  the 
amended  statement  this  ground  is  not  mere- 
ly shifted.  It  is  entirely  abandoned.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  a  case  of  adding  to  or  ampli- 
fying the  original  statement,  within  the 
rule  recognized  in  some  of  our  cases,  but,  on  • 
the  contrary,  a  different  theory  is  relied  on, 
new  grounds  are  set  up,  and  other  acts  ot 
negligence  entirely  different  arc  alleged. 
The  relations  and  duties  of  the  parties  are 
entirely  changed  by  the  amended  statement. 
In  the  original  statement  the  standard  of 
care  was  the  duty  owed  by  a  street  railway 
company  to  a  person,  not  an  intending  pas- 
senger, at  a  street  crossing.  In  the  amend- 
ed statement  the  relation  of  common  carrier 
and  passenger  is  set  up,  and  the  standard 
of  care  required  in  protecting  an  intending 
passenger  while  getting  on  the  car  is  relied 
on.  The  two  theories  are  entirely  incon- 
sistent and  cannot  be  sustained  on  tlic 
ground  that  one  is  but  an  enlargement  of 
the  other. 

It  is  further  contended  that  the  statute  of 
limitations  must  Ji>e  specially  pleaded,  and 
that,  inasmuch  as  no  special  plea  was  en- 
tered in  this  case,  such  a  defense  cannot  pre- 
vail. As  to  actions  of  assumpsit  this  is 
true,  because  both  at  common  law  and  under 
the  procedure  act  of  1887  (P.  L.  271)  such 
a  plea  is  req\iired  if  relied  on  to  defeat  a 
recovery.  This  rule  has  no  application  to 
the  case  at  bar,  which  is  an  action  of  tres- 
pass brought  by  the  widow  to  recover  for 
personal  injuries  resulting  in  the  dentil  of 
her  husband.  At  common  law  she  had  no 
such  right  of  action,  and  the  act  of  1853 
(P.  L.  309),  upon  which  her  claim  is  based, 
requires  that  "the  action  shall  be  brought 
within  one  year  after  the  death,  and  not 
thereafter."  The  procedure  act  of  1887  in 
express  terms  provides  tliat  "the  only  plea 
in  actions  of  trespass  shall  be  'not  guilty.' " 
Certainly  under  this  general  statutory  plea 
the  defendant,  either  by  the  record  or  by 
evidence  introduced  at  the  trial,  may  show 
that  the  action  was  not  brought  within  the 
time  definitely  fixed  by  the  act,  which  has 
expressly  provided  that  suit  should  not  be 
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brought  after  the  time  limited,  and,  when 
this  fact  is  established,  the  right  to  recover 
is  defeated.  All  of  these  matters  were  prop- 
erly raised  by  learned  counsel  for  appellee 
at  every  stage  of  the  case  under  the  plea  of 
the  general  issue,  and  nothing  more  was  re- 
quired. 
Judgment  afiSrmed. 


IDAHO  SUPREME  COURT. 

STATE  OF  IDAHO,  Respt., 

y. 

BUTTERFIELD  LIVE  STOCIC  COMPANY, 

Limited,  Appt. 

(17  Idaho,  441,  106  Pac.  465.) 

Commerce—  inspection  law  — powers  of 
state. 

1.  The  Federal  Constitution  reserves  to 
the  states  the  power  to  pass  inspection  laws 
and  to  lay  imposts  and  duties  upon  imports 
or  exports  necessary  for  executing  and  car- 
rying into  effect  such  inspection  laws. 
Same  —  interstate  —  right  to  discrimi- 
nate. 

2.  A  state,  however,  cannot,  under  the 
guise  of  exercising  its  police  power,  enact 
inspection  laws  which  burden  foreign  or  in- 
terstate commerce,  or  impose  upon  property 
or  products  brought  into  a  state  from  an- 
otlier  state  burdens  or  taxes  more  oner- 
ous than  are  imposed  upon  like  property 
or  products  of  the  state  enacting  such  leg- 
islation. 

Same  — gazing  fee  on  slicep  from  otiicr 
state. 

3.  A  statute  with  the  title,  "An  Act  to 
Provide  for  the  Payment  of  a  Grazing  Li- 
cense Fee  on  Sheep  Entering  the  State  of 
Idaho  from  other  States  and  Territories,  and 
Providing  a  Penalty  for  the  Violation  there- 
of" (Laws  1009,  p.  72),  which,  in  the  body 
of  the  act,  requires  all  persons  who  bring 
or  cause  to  be  brought  sheep  from  any  other 
state  or  territory,  within  the  state  of  Ida- 
ho, to  pay  a  grazing  fee  of  5  cents  per  head, 
is  not  an  inspection  law,  but  is  a  discrim- 
inatory tax  against  property  of  another 
state,  and  an  undue  interference  witii  in- 
terstate commerce,  and  is  unconstitutional 
and  void. 

Same  —  inspection  law. 

4.  Such  statute  cannot  be  construed  into 
an  inspection  law  by  reason  of  tlie  fact 
that  the  fund  realized  from  the  payment  of 
the  grazing  fee  is  paid  into  the  live-stock 
sanitary  fund,  out  of  which  the  expenses 
and  costs  are  paid  for  the  enforcement  of 

Headnotes  by  Stewart,  J. 


Note.  ^  An  extensive  search  discloses  no 
other  authorities  on  the  question  involved 
in  the  above  case  upon  the  imposition  of 
a  grazing  fee  upon  stock  driven  through  a 
state  as  an  interference  with  interstate  com- 
merce. 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


the  laws  of  the  state  regulating  the  Bini- 
tary  and  healthful  condition  of  live  stock, 
where  no  like  fee  is  required  to  he  paid  up- 
on live  stock  produced  within  the  state, 
and  no  inspection  required  under  the  provi- 
sions of  said  act,  or  any  duty  imposed  upon 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  enforce  the  live- 
stock laws  of  the  state. 

((December  28,  1909.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgmoit 
of  the  District  Court  for  Washington 
County  in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  an  amonnt  alleged  to  b« 
due  under  a  statute  imposing  a  grazing  fee 
upon  sheep  imported  into  the  state.  Uc- 
versed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Franlc  Harris  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  RIcliards  &  Haga  and  J.  L. 
Richards  for  the  State. 

Stewart,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

This  action  was  brought  by  the  state,  re- 
spondent, against  the  defendant,  appellant, 
to  recover  the  sum  of  $205  alleged  to  be  due 
under  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved 
March  11,  1909  (Laws  1909,  p.  72),  as  fol- 
lows: 
"An  Act  to  Provide  for  the  Payment  of  s 

Grazing  License  Fee  on  Sheep  Enterio! 

the  State  of  Idaho  from  Other  States  sail 

Territories,  and  Providing  a  Penalty  for 

the  Violation  thereof. 

"Section  1.  Any  person,  company,  or  cor- 
poration attempting  to  bring,  or  causing  to 
be  brought,  from  any  other  state  or  terri- 
tory any  sheep  into  the  state  of  Idaho  in 
any  manner,  except  by  shipping  the  same 
through  the  state  by  railroad  train,  shall, 
before  crossing  the  state  line,  notify  tlie 
state  live  stock  inspector  of  the  district  to 
be  entered  or  the  state  veterinary  surgMO. 
of  such  proposed  action,  which  notice  shall 
set  forth  the  number  of  sheep,  the  brand 
thereon,  the  locality  from  which  such  sheep 
came,  and  through  which  they  have  been 
driven,  and  accompanying  such  notice  with 
a  grazing  fee  equal  to  the  sum  of  five  cents 
( 5c )  per  head  for  the  total  numt>er  of  sheep 
embraced  within  said  notice.  All  fees  so  oil- 
lected  shall  be  placed  in  the  state  tre.isury 
to  the  credit  of  the  state  live-stock  sanitary 
fund. 

"Sec.  2.  Any  person,  company,  or  corpo- 
ration violating  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  fined  in  t 
sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  ($100)  nor 
more  than  fifteen  hundred  dollars  ($1,.')00), 
together  with  the  costs  of  prosecution." 

A  demurrer  was  filed  to  the  complaint  In 
the  lower  court  upon  the  following  groumls: 
First,  that  the  complaint  fails  to  set  forth 
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facts  sulTicicnt  to  constitute  a  cause  of 
nction ;  second,  that  the  court  has  not  juris- 
diction of  the  subject-motter  of  the  action; 
third,  thnt  the  act  of  March  ]1,  1009,  upon 
wliicli  the  action  is  founded,  is  unconstitu- 
tional and  void  for  the  reason  that  it  con- 
flicts with  §§  8  and  ]0  of  article  ],  and  § 
2  of  article  4  of  tlie  Federal  Constitution, 
and  §  5,  art.  7,  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Btntc  of  Idaho.  The  demurrer  was  over- 
ruled by  the  triol  court  and  the  defendant 
declined  to  plead  further,  whereupon  judg- 
ment was  entered  as  prayed  for  in  the  com- 
plaint. From  this  judgment  the  defendant 
appeals. 

The  contention  of  the  appellant  is  that  it 
cannot  be  taxed  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  involved  in  this  case,  bccouse,  first,  such 
taxation  is  an  interference  with  interstate 
commerce  and  therefore  violates  article  1, 
§  8,  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  which  pro- 
vides that  the  Congress  shall  have  power  "to 
regulate  commerce  .  .  .  among  the  sev- 
eral states;"  second,  sucli  taxation  is  an 
impost  on  imports,  and  therefore  violates 
article  1,  §  10,  of  the  Constitution,  which 
provides,  among  other  thinjn,  "No  state 
shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Congress, 
lay  any  imposts  or  duties  on  imports  .  .  . 
except  what  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for 
executing  its  inspection  laws;"  third,  such 
taxation  infringes  upon  the  rights  of  citizens 
of  other  states,  and  therefore  violates  article 
4,  §  2,  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides 
that  "the  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  en- 
titled to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  in  the  several  states;"  and,  fourth, 
that  such  act  violates  g  5.  art.  7,  of  the 
Constitution  of  Idaho,  which  provides,  "All 
taxes  shall  be  uniform  upon  the  same  class 
of  subjects  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
the  authority  levying  the  tax,  and  shall  be 
levied  and  collected  under  general  laws, 
which  shall  prescribe  such  regulations  as 
sliall  secure  a  just  valuation  for  taxation  of 
all  property,  real  and  personal." 

It  has  been  held  by  the  Supreme  C<mrt  of 
the  I'nitcd  States  since  the  decision  in  Gib- 
bons v.  Ogden,  9  Wheat.  3,  0  L.  ed.  23,  down 
to  the  present  time,  that  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution reserves  to  the  states  the  power  to 
pass  inspection  laws  and  to  lay  imposts  and 
duties  on  imports  or  exports  necessary  for 
pscciiting  and  carrying  into  effect  such  in- 
spection laws.  Ibid.;  State  v.  Duckworth, 
r,  l.laho,  ri42,  39  h.n.A.  3C.5,  i)5  Am.  St.  Rep. 
Ism.  .51  Pac.  450;  Re  Kinyon,  9  Idaho,  642, 
75  Pac.  208,  2  A.  &  £.  Ann.  Cas.  099;  Turn- 
er v.  Maryland,  107  U.  S.  38,  27  L.  ed.  370, 
2  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  44;  Brimmer  v.  Rchman,  138 
V.  S.  78,  34  h.  ed.  802,  3  Inters.  Com.  Rep. 
485,  n  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  213;  Voight  v.  Wright. 
141  U,  S.  02,  35  L.  ed.  038,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
855:  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  v.  Hughes,  191  U. 
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S.  478,  48  L.  ed.  208,  24  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  132; 
Vance  v.  VV.  A.  Vandcrcook  Co.  170  U.  8. 
400,  42  L.  ed.  1111,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  645; 
Patapsco  Guano  Co.  v.  Board  of  Agriculture, 
171  U.  S.  345,  43  L.  ed.  191,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
862;  Id.  (C.  C.)  62  Fed.  090;  Georgia  Pack- 
ing Co.  V.  Macon  (C.  C.)  22  L.R.A.  775,  4 
Inters.  Com.  Rep.  508,  00  Fed.  774;  Vines  v. 
State,  67  Ala.  73;  Powell  v.  State,  69  Ala. 
10;  Addison  v.  Saulnier,  19  Cal.  82. 

We  think  that  it  is  also  settled  by  the 
same  line  of  authorities  and  others  that  a 
state  cannot,  under  the  guise  of  exercising 
its  police  power,  enact  inspection  laws  which 
burden  foreign  or  interstate  commerce,  or 
impose  upon  property  or  products  brought 
into  a  state  from  another  state  burdens  or 
taxes  more  onerous  than  are  imposed  upon 
like  property  or  products  of  the  state  enact- 
ing such  legislation.  Re  Kinyon,  supra; 
7  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  423;  Guy  v.  Balti- 
more, 100  U.  S.  434,  25  L.  ed.  743;  Walling 
V.  Michigan,  116  U.  S.  440,  29  L.  ed.  001,  U 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  454;  SeboUenberger  v. 
Pennsylvania,  171  U.  S.  1,  43  L.  ed.  49,  18 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  757;  Austin  v.  Tennessee,  179 
U.  S.  343,  45  L.  ed.  224,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
132. 

The  question  then  arises  in  this  case 
whether  the  act  under  consideration  imposes 
a  burden  upon  interstate  commerce  by  levy- 
ing a  tax  which  discriminates  against  prop- 
erty brought  into  the  state  from  another 
state,  or  whether  the  act  under  consideration 
can  be  held  to  be  an  inspection  law,  enact- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  suppression  and  pre- 
vention of  disease  among  sheep  and  live 
stock  of  the  state,  and  to  protect  the  health 
of  such  live  stock. 

The  objects  and  purposes  of  the  act  under 
consideration,  as  disclosed  by  the  title,  are 
"to  provide  for  the  payment  of  a  grazing 
license  fee  on  sheep  entering  the  state  ol 
Idaho  from  other  states  and  territories,  and 
providing  a  penalty  for  the  violation  there- 
of." In  other  words,  it  is  an  act,  as  dis- 
closed by  the  title,  to  require  persons  who 
bring  sheep  into  this  state  to  pay  a  grazing 
fee.  The  title  does  not  provide  that  a  graz- 
ing fee  shall  be  paid  generally  by  persons 
grazing  sheep  within  the  state,  but  shall 
only  be  paid  upon  sheep  entering  the  state 
from  other  states  and  territories;  and  an 
examination  of  the  body  of  the  act  discloses 
that  its  terms  are  in  accordance  with  tlic 
title ;  that  is,  all  persons  who  bring  or  cause 
to  be  brought  sheep  from  any  other  state  oi 
territory  are  required  to  notify  the  state 
live  stock  inspector,  and  set  forth  in  sue! 
application  the  number  of  slieep,  the  brand 
locality  from  which  such  sheep  came,  anc 
through  which  they  have  been  driven,  anc 
accompany  such  notice  with  a  grazing  fei 
equal  to  the  sum  of  5  cents  per  head  foi 
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the  total  number  of  sheep  brought  within 
said  state.  Thus  tlie  terms  of  tlie  act  are 
'  nmde  to  apply  only  to  persons  wlio  bring 
slieep  into  tlie  state  from  other  states  and 
territories.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  it  discriminates 
in  favor  of  sheep  produced  within  the  state, 
and  only  requires  the  payment  of  a  grazing 
fee  upon  those  brought  into  the  state. 
Counsel  for  respondent,  however,  contends 
that  the  elTect  of  this  statute  is  to  provide 
for  and  promote  tlie  health,  safety,  and  well- 
being  of  the  live  stock  of  the  state,  and  that 
this  is  true  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the 
grazing  fee  thus  provided  for  is  required  to 
be  paid  into  the  state  live-stock  sanitary 
fund,  which  is  tlie  fund  out  of  which  the  ex- 
penses and  costs  arc  paid  in  the  enforcement 
of  the  laws  of  the  state  regulating  the  sani- 
tary and  healthful  condition  of  the  live 
stock  of  the  state.  It  will  be  observed  from 
an  examination  of  this  statute  that  nothing 
whatever  is  said  with  reference  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  sliocp  hrou^rht  into  the  state, 
and  upon  which  the  grafting  fee  is  rcquire<l 
to  be  paid.  No  duty  wlinlc\er  is  imposed 
upon  the  state  veterinary  surgeon  with  ref- 
erence to  an  examination  or  inspection  of 
such  sheep.  No  requirement  is  exacted  that 
tlie  sheep  shall  be  healthy  bcforo  they  arc 
admitted  into  the  state,  or  the  grazing  fee 
nccepte<l.  No  reference  or  provisions  arc  to 
be  found  in  the  act  which  in  any  way  indi- 
cate that  the  grazing  fee  required  to  be  paid 
is  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  sheep 
after  they  arrive  in  the  state,  or  that  the 
charge  is  rensoiiiible  or  for  the  purpose  of 
compensating  the  oil'iceis  for  any  duly  re- 
quired to  be  perfurnied  by  them  under  any 
of  the  laws  of  the  stnte. 

We  also  find  that  under  the  provifiions  of 
§  1186,  Rev.  Codes,  tlint  "uiiy  peison, 
persons,  company,  corporation,  or  associa- 
tion, or  any  agent  or  employee  of  any  jier- 
son,  persons,  company,  cor|ii>riition,  or  as- 
sociation, who  shall  drive  or  iierd,  or  cause 
to  be  driven  or  herded,  or  shall  brinir  or 
cause  to  be  brnu<;ht,  into  the  stiitc  of  Idnlio 
from  any  other  state,  any  sheep,  slinll  im- 
mediately, upon  croi-'sing  the  slate  line  of 
Idaho,  notify  the  live  stork  iiisjieclor  of  the 
county  or  district  where  said  nhcep  crossed 
the  state  line,  and,  before  he  shall  ]>rocced 
further  than  2  miles  from  ssiiil  state  line 
into  the  state  of  Idaho,  he  shall  make  an 
application  in  writin;;  <o  such  live  stock 
inspector  for  the  inspection  of  said  sheep. 
.  .  .  Any  inspector  on  receiving  siicli 
notice  shall  at  once  proceed  to  insfwct  the 
sheep  as  set  forth  in  the  application." 

This  statute  is  clearly  and  purely  an  in- 
spection statute,  which  provides  for  the  in- 
spection of  sheep  brought  into  the  state 
from  any  other  state  or  territory,  and  pic- 
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scribes  the  duties  of  the  person  bringing 
such  sheep  in  and  the  duties  of  the  iiispecl.ir 
with  .reference  to  the  same.  If  the  act  is- 
volvcd  in  this  case  operates  as  an  inspcctinii 
law,  then  we  have  two  provisions  tf  lli' 
statute  which  provide  for  the  inspcctioii  li 
sheep  brought  into  the  state.  Itut  it  uil'. 
be  observed  that  both  of  these  statutes  re- 
late to  sheep  brought  into  the  state  fi<ni 
another  state,  the  former  requiring  a  pai 
ing  fee  to  be  paid,  and  the  latter  requiiiiiz 
that  such  sheep  shall  be  inspected;  and  a 
comparison  of  these  two  statutes,  it  ««'i,.4 
to  us,  clearly  indicates  that,  in  enacting  tir 
statute  providing  for  a  grazin;;  fee,  (lie 
legislature  did  not  intend  it  to  operate  u 
an  inspection  law,  but  as  a  tax,  pure  aai 
simple,  levied  upon  sheep  brought  from  a 
foreign  state  into  the  state  of  Idaho,  anJ 
levied  in  discrimination  against  the  f.oi- 
nets  of  other  states.  The  statute  further 
provides  generally  for  the  inspection  of  liw 
stock  in  each  district,  and,  if  the  tlieury  if 
respondent  be  correct,  sheep  brought  int  >  ti 
state  from  another  state  arc  required  U> 
pay  a  grazing  fee,  and  thereafter  be  sulij«i'l 
to  both  special  and  general  iiispi  clioii,  umie: 
the  provisions  of  the  statute.  \Vc  find  that. 
mider  the  provisions  of  §  1205  of  tlie  1><- 
viscd  Codes,  "the  boards  of  ccunty  cum- 
niissioners  of  tlie  several  counties  of  tlii- 
state,  at  the  time  of  the  annual  levy  of 
taxes,  must  levy  a  special  tax  of  ...  3 
mills  on  the  dollar  of  the  assessed  valuati'^n 
of  all  sheep  within  their  respective  coun(i>$. 
Such  tax  shall  be  collected  in  Uie  same  man- 
ner and  at  the  same  time  as  other  taxcii,  an^ 
paid  over  to  the  state  treasurer  at  the  same 
time  that  other  taxes  are  remitted,  to  U 
placed  in,  and  to  constitute  a  fund  to  \* 
known  as,  the  live-stock  sanitary  fund,  t>^ 
be  used  in  the  payment  of  the  salaries  aihl 
expenses  of  the  officers  provided  for  in  tlii< 
chapter,  except  the  salary  of  the  state  veter- 
inary surgeon,  which  shall  be  paid  as  here- 
inbefore provided."  Umler  the  provisiom 
of  this  statute,  the  person  bringing  alicrp 
within  the  state  prior  to  the  annual  Irrr. 
and  having  such  sheep  within  the  state  at 
the  time  of  siirli  levy,  is  required  to  pay  tl« 
tax  thus  provided  for,  to  be  paid  into  ami  i" 
support  of  the  live-stock  sanitary  fund,  aixi 
thereby  contributes  to  the  live-stock  sani- 
tary fund  the  some  tax  and  assessments  a' 
are  made  against  sheep  produced  within  t'le 
state;  and  under  the  provisions  of  the  ad 
involved  in  this  case,  in  addition  thereto.  Ii-' 
is  required  to  pay  the  grazing  fee  of  S  nM 
per  head  to  the  same  fund,  for  the  same  pur- 
poses as  that  for  which  the  spcial  tax  )e^y 
is  made.  This  grazing  fee,  whether  or  n-it 
it  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  tlif 
health  and  welfare  of  the  stock  witliin  the 
state,  is  a  fee  that  is  exacted  only  from 
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those  bringing  sheep  within  the  state  from 
another  state,  and  not  based  upon  the  bene- 
lits  arising  from  any  duty  performed  by  the 
state  to  tlic  slieep  brought  in,  in  the  way 
of  inspection,  or  services  rendered  in  or 
about  the  rare  of  sucti  sheep,  or  tlie  pres- 
prvation  of  tiicir  heultli  and  general  wel- 
fare. 

A  bare  inspection  of  the  statute,  it  sccnis 
to  us,  clearly  indicates  that  its  provisions 
are  in  the  nature  of  a  tax,  and  not  an  in- 
spection statute,  and  that  it  is  levied  for  the 
purpose  of  discriminating  against  sheep 
brought  within  the  state  from  another  state. 
We  are  unable  to  discover  any  statute 
which  in  any  manner  provides  for  tlie  pay- 
luent  of  tlie  same  or  a  similar  fee  by  the 
owners  of  sheep  produced  within  the  state. 
'Xhe  grazing  fee  thus  provided  for  is  clearly 
in  excess  and  in  addition  to  all  fees,  charges, 
niid  assessments  levied  against  sheep  pro- 
duced within  the  state,  and  is  clearly  a  dis- 
crimination and  a  tax,  and  by  reason  of  sucli 
discrimination  is,  to  that  e.xtent,  a  burden 
upon  interstate  commerce  and  viuhitcs  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  The  mere  fact  tlint  the  fund 
rraiized  from  such  assessment  goes  into  the 
live-stock  sanitary  fund,  and  is  generally 
used  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
health  and  welfare  of  the  sheep  within  the 
state,  might  be  justifled  were  the  same  rc- 
(|uirenient  found  in  the  provisions  of  the 
luw  applicable  to  sheep  produced  witliin  the 
state,  or  if  any  duty  were  imposed  upon  the 
state  live-stock  sanitaiy  board  in  return  for 
the  levy  of  such  assessment,  but  we  find 
that,  independent  of  this  statute,  full  and 
cuuiplclc  provisions  are  made  for  the  in- 
spection of  all  sheep  brought  within  the 
state  and  produced  within  the  stute,  and 
that  a  s|>ecial  levy  is  made  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  a  fund  to  meet  such  expenses,  and 
tlint  slicep  brouglit  into  the  state  from  an- 
other state  are  subject  to  tliesc  statutory 
provisions  and  contribute  their  proportion- 
ate share  of  the  special  levy  to  such  sanitary 
fund;  so,  wlien  the  legislature  attempted  to 
require  the  payment  of  a  grazing  fee  u|)on 
all  sheep  brought  from  another  state  into 
the  state,  they  thereby  added  a  burden  not 
imposed  upon  property  produced  in  the 
state,  and  to  that  extent  the  act  contra- 
venes the  provisions  of  tlie  Constitution  of 
tlie  United  States. 

Under  the  authorities  licretoforc  cited,  we 
have  no  doubt  but  tliat  the  state  has  the 
power  to  pass  an  inspection  law,  requiring 
tliat  nil  live  stock  brought  into  the  state 
shall  be  inspected,  and  requiring  a  duty  to 
be  paid  for  such  inspection  and  to  carry 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


into  elfuct  such  inspection  law,  and  the 
legislature,  having  already  provided  for  the 
ins])ectlon  of  the  stock  brought  into  the 
state,  need  only  have  provided  for  tlie  fee 
or  duly  to  be  charged  for  such  inspection, 
and,  had  it  been  intended  that  the  act  under 
consideration  should  be  treated  or  construed 
as  an  inspection  law,  the  legislature  no 
doubt  would  have  so  indicated  in  the  act  in- 
volved in  this  case,  and  not  provided  fur 
charging  a  grazing  fee  for  all  sheep  brought 
within  the  state  from  other  states  and  terii- 
tories.  , 

Jf  the  contention  of  counsel  for  respond- 
ent be  correct,  then  the  legislature  has  done 
indirectly  what  it  could  not  have  done 
directly.  It  is  not  within  the  power  of  the 
legislature  to  violate  a  plain  provision  of 
the  Constitution  by  doing  the  tiling  pro- 
hibited in  an  indirect  and  circuitous  man- 
ner. It  must  at  once  be  conceded  that  the 
legislature  of  the  state  could  not  enact  a 
luw  requiring  sheep  brought  within  the  state 
to  pay  a  grazing  fee,  when  no  such  tax  was 
imposed  upon  sheep  produced  within  the 
state;  and,  if  such  legislation  is  prohibited 
by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  it 
cannot  be  enacted  under  the  pretense  and 
name  that  the  fund  realized  therefrom  is  to 
be  paid  into  a  sanitary  fund,  when  a  like 
requirement  is  not  exacted  of  slieep  pro- 
duced within  the  state.  If  the  construction 
is  given  to  this  statute  contended  for  by  re- 
spondent, then  the  title  of  the  act  clearly 
violates  article  3,  g  !(>>  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  state.  This  section  requires:  "Every 
act  shall  embrace  but  one  subject  and  mat- 
ters properly  connected  therewith,  which 
subject  shall  be  expressed  in  the  title."  The 
title  to  this  act  does  not  disclose  that  the 
subject  of  the  act  is  the  inspection  of  live 
stock,  or  has  anything  whatever  to  do  witli 
the  inspection  of  live  stock  or  the  health 
or  welfare  of  the  live  stock  of  the  state. 
The  title  as  expressed  would  permit  only 
such  legislation  as  relates  to  the  payment 
of  a  grazing  license  fee  on  sheep  entering 
the  state  of  Idaho  from  other  states  and 
territories  and  matters  relating  thereto,  and 
would  not  authorize  the  incorporation  in 
the  act  of  provisions  relating  to  an  entirely 
different  subject. 

We  arc,  for  these  reasons,  clearly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  act  involved  in  this  case  is 
unconstitutional  and  void.  The  judgment 
of  the  lower  court  is  reversed,  and  the  trial 
court  dirpoted  to  sustain  the  demurrer. 
Costs  awarded  to  appellant. 

Sullivan  Ch.  J.,  and  Allsliio,  J.,  concur. 
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signed for  sale,  to  maintain  action 
against  a  common  carrier  for  damage 
to,  or  loss  of,  goods  during  transit 


437 


Bnlldlns  and   loan   aasociatioBs. 

Constitutionality  of  statute  exempting 
building  and  loan  associationa  from 
general  usury  laws  IIU 

Bnildlniira. 

Remodeling,  reconstructing,  or  augment- 
ing building  as  construction  or  erec- 
tion within  flrc-Umlt  statute  or  ordi- 
nance 120 

What  constitutes  repair,  reconstruction, 
alteration,  etc.,  of  building  within 
flre-llmit   statute   or  ordinance  121 

To  whom  is  the  duty  to  keep  office 
building  in  proper  condition,  owing      1213 

Creation  of  easement  of  support  by  sev- 
erance of  tract  of  land  3G4 

Carriers. 

Liability  for  injury  to  persons,  not  em- 
ployees, caused  by  defectively  loaded 
car  204 

Duty    to    accept    as    a    passenger    one 

physically   or   mentally   disabled    I'l 
Generally  ITl 

Sick  persons  1*2 

Insane  persons  '  IT'J 

Blind    persons  ITl' 

Intoxicated    persons  ITS 

Liability  of  operator  of  scenic  railroad 
or  similar  device  to  passengers  1034 

Duty  and  liability  of  street  railway 
company  to  newsboys  who  board  cars 
to  sell  papers  ::<>'> 

Liability  for  injury  to  mail  clerk  10r>< 

Carrier's  liability  for  injury  to  passen- 
ger through  negligence  of  anotbrr 
company  which  it  permits  to  use  -its 
tracks  OSI 

Liability  to  passenger  on  account  of 
unsanitary  condition  of  car  26) 

Liability  to  passenger  who  falls  over 
fender  4i>i 

Duty  and  liability  of  street  railway 
company  to  passenger  attempting  to 
enter  or  leave  car  on  wrong  side       1217 

Right  to  forbid  solicitation  of  patron- 
age at  railway  station  4S3 

May  railroad  companies  be  required  to 
establish  or  maintain  a  station  that 
will  not  pay  expenses  444 

Constitutionality  of  statute  fixing  min- 
imum rate  of  speed  at  which  carrier 
may  transport  special  kinds  of  freight  lOlS 

EzcluBlveness  of  statutory  remedy  for 
failure  to  furnish  cars  U- 

lA>ss  of  profits  t>ccsuse  of  inability  of 
shipper  to  fulfil  contract  for  sale 
of  goods  as  element  of  damages  for 
carrier's  breach  of  contract  to  fnrnlsli 
cms  1191 

Absence  of  consignee,  lack  of  address, 
or  other  similar  circumstances,  as 
excuslug  performance  of  carrier'; 
duty  to  give  notice  S'^ 
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Uablllty  of  carrier  for  damaBc  to  or 
loss  of  live  stock  by  contagious  dis- 
ease contracted  during  transit  712 

night  of  carrier  to  grant  rebate  or  al- 
lowance to  shipper  for  use  of  tatter's 
tracks  CSl 

Itigbt  of  agent,  factor,  broker,  or  com- 
mission merchant  to  whom  goods  are 
consigned  for  sale,  to  maintain  action 
against  a  common  carrier  tor  damage 
to  or  loss  of  goods  during  transit  437 

Cltattel  mortsaare. 

May  mortgage  for  an  actual  contempo- 
raneous loan  be  set  aside  as  fraudu- 
lent against  creditors  1008 

Priority  as  between  a  chattel  mortgagpc 
who  surrenders  mortgage  and  accepts 
new  form  of  security  on  same  prop- 
erty, and  an  intcrTening  lienor  40G 

Commerce. 

State  legislation  tor  protection  of 
health  of  live  stock,  as  interference 
with  Interstate  commerce  279 

CantmissloB  mcrohsnt. 

See    Bbokebs. 

CommanttT 

Sec   Hdsdand  and  Wips. 

Concealment. 

Of  PTldcnce  as  ground  for  relief  against 
Judgment  636 

Conditional  ■ale. 

See  Sals. 

Conflict    of  lavTS. 

As  to   capacity   of  married  women   to 

contract  764 

r.aw  goTernlng  validity  of  marriage  170 

Enforcement  of  personal  contract  of 
married  woman  capable  of  con- 
tracting ocordlog  to  the  law  of 
another  state  or  country  where 
the  contract  was   made  774 

Public  policy  of  forum  775 

Remedy  776 

Jurisdiction  of  action  at  taw  for  dam- 
ages for  ttreach  of  contract,  or 
for  tort  concerning  real  property 
In  nnotlier  slate  or  country  028 

Action  for  breach  of  contract  028 

Action  based  on  tort  against  real 
pro|)erly  033 

The    general    rule  033 

Trespass  quare  claimun  frciilt     033 
Actions  for  Indirect  or  conse- 
quential   damages  O.'IO 
BITrct  upon  rule  of  abrogation 
of  local  venues                            038 
■  The   rule   repudiated                       038 
Exceptions  to  rule                          030 
Action   for  conversion  of  dm- 
bcr  crops,  buildings,  etc.           040 
Enforcenblllty,     In     Federal     court,     or 
court  of  another  state,  of  a  contract 
made  by  a  foreign  corporation  which 
had  not  complied  with  the  conditions 
of   doing   business   within   the   stato    999 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Conatltntlonal  law. 

As    to    Interstate   commerce,    see   Cou- 

MEIICB. 

What  discrimination  as  to  persons  is 
permissible  In  fish  and  game  laws        704 

Constitutionality  of  statute  fixing  min- 
imum rate  of  speed  at  which  carrier 
may  transport  siwcini  kinds  of  freight  1018 

Bight  to  forbid  solicitation  of  patronage 
at  railway  station  483 

Constitutionality  of  provision  for  test- 
ing election  of  city  officer  before  city 
council   or   other   munlcpial   Imdy  210 

Applicability  to  nonconstltutlonol  ofllccr 
of  constitutional  provision  against  in- 
crease of  ssiary  of  oflicer  during  term     280 

Power  to  regulate  tlie  location  or  con- 
dition of  bakeries  842 

Constitutionality  of  legislative  limita- 
tion of  hours  of  labor  242 

Constitutionality  of  statutes  exempting 

.  building  and  loan  associations  from 
general  usury  laws  1135 

Constitutional  power  to  prohibit  or  reg- 
ulate sale  of  nonlntoxlcattng  alco- 
holic liquor  872 

Power  to  prohibit  keeping  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquor  Irrespective  of  any  inten- 
tion to  sell  it  In  violation  of  law  S04 

Validity  of  municipal  ordinance  declar- 
ing that  ail  or  certain  classes  of  of- 
fenses denounced  by  law  of  state 
shall  be  oltenses  also  under  the  ordi- 
nance 403 


ConiaKlova  disease. 

Liability  of  carrier  for  damage  to,  or 
loss  of,  live  stock  by  contagious  dis- 
ease contracted  during  transit  712 


Contracts. 

As   to    monopoly,    see   Monopolt. 
Moral   obligation    as   consideration    for 

an   express  promise  S20 

Moral  obligation  unconnected  with 
material  or  pecuniary  benefit  to 
promisor  S20 

Moral  obligation  arising  from  a 
former  legal  liability  no  longer 
enforceable  S22 

Promise  supplementary   to  one  le- 
gally enforceable  S23 
Moral   obligation  arising  from   re- 
ceipt of  material  or  financial 
l>encfit,    without   any    origi- 
nal legal  liability                      624 
When    original    contract   void 

under  statute  of  frauds  624 

Where  promisor  received  mate- 
rlol  or  pecuniary  benefit 
without  any  antecedent 
promise  026 

Validity  of  contract  restraining  practice 
of  one's  profession  after  expiration 
of  term  of  service  with  another  981 

Right  to  recover  on  tiiwntHm  meruit  for 
services  performed  or  material  fur- 
nished under  express  contract  invalid 
because  the  minds  of  the  parties  did 
not  meet  as  to  the  terms  thereof  $10 
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Convention  hall. 

Power  of  municipality  to  construct  as- 
sembly, convention,  exhibition,  or 
amusement   bail  425 

Conversion. 

See  Troveb. 


Coriiorat  Ions. 

Qnallllod    prlvllcec    ot    romm\inlcatlon 
between    members   ot   association    or 
private  corporation 
Criminal  prosecution  of  corporation  for 
acts  or  omissions  while  in  hands  of 
receiver 
What  unsecured  claims  are  covered  by 
the    express   assumption    by    one 
cor|)ornlion   ot   the   Indebtedness 
of   another,    upon    consolidation, 
merger,  or  absorption 
Liability  for  torts 
Liability  for  contract  debts 
Liens 
Liability    of    directors    for    corporate 
debts  where  they  sell  the  entire  corpo- 
rate property  and  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds 
night   of   stockholder   to   annul   agree- 
ment on  ground  that  It  tends  to  cre- 
ate a  monopoly 
Enforceability  in  Federal  court,  or  court 
of  another  state,  of  a  contract  made 
by  a  foreign  corporation   wblch   hnd 
not  complied  with  the  conditions  of 
doing  business  within  the  state 


1080 


710 


1101 
1101 
1102 
1104 


207 


148 


000 


Corroboration. 

May  the  corroboration  of  prosecutrix 
necessary  to  conviction  of  rape  be 
supplied  by  her  own .  complaints  out 
of  court  1140 

Conrta. 

See  also  REMOVAf,  or  Caurrs. 

Jurisdiction  of  action  at  law  for  dam- 
ages for  breach  of  contract,  or  for 
tort,  concerning  real  property  in  an- 
other state  or  country  028 

Covennnta  and  conditions. 

Will  a  covenant  of  general  warranty 
sustain  an  action  by  remote  grantee 
evicted  under  an  encumbrance,  where 
the  deed  also  contains  covenants 
against  encumbrances  not  running 
with  the  land  1094 

Criminal  lavr. 

As  to  Indictment,  see  Indictuekt. 

For  particular  crimes,  see  Banks; 
Homicide.  ! 

Admissibility,  In  a  criminal  prosecutton, 
of  a  Judgment  rendered  In  a  civil  ac- 
tion 461 

Criminal  prosecution  of  corporation  for 
acts  or  omissions  while  In  bands  of 
receiver  710 

Validity  of  municipal  ordinance  declar- 
ing that  all  or  certain  classes  of  of- 
fenses denounced  by  law  of  state  shall 
be  offenses  also  under  the  ordinance    498 

RIfcct  of  escape  oa  appeal  from  con- 
Tictloo  981 

26  L.R.A.(NA; 


Cross   bill. 

Use   of   cross   bill   or   cross   complaint 
to  bring  In  new  parties  127 

Damaeres. 

Measure  of  damages  for  right  ot  way 

for   telegraph   or  telephone  line    1S9 

When  private  property  Is  taken         lg!< 

Lines   In   street  or  highway  ISu 

Lines  on  railway  right  of  way        191 

Value  of  land  191 

Decreased   value    for   railway 

purposes  191 

Nominal  damages  19! 

Possible  future  use  of  ri^t  of 

way  103 

Cost  of  constructing  and  clear- 
log  right  of  way  IK 
Rental    value   for    other   lines    19d 
Value  of  use  to  telegraph  com- 
pany m 
Miscellaneous  Hi 
Loss  of  profits  because  of  inability  ot 
shipper  to  fulfil  contract  for  snie  of 
goods  as  element  of  damages  for  car- 
rier's breach  of  contract  to   fumlsii 
cars                                                           1191 

Death. 

As  to  liability  for,  under  accident  poli- 
cy,  see   INSCBANCE. 

Time  of  death  of  one  presumed  to  be 
dead  after  seven  years"  absence  294 

Necessity  of  pleading  llniitation  as  bar 
to  statutory  action  for  1221 

Deed*. 

As    to    covenants    and    conditions,    see 

COVKNANTB    AND    CONDITIOSS. 

Demnrrer. 

Sec  Plbadino. 

Dcpoaltory< 

Liability  of  mrettes  on  bond  of  bank  as 
depository  of  public  funds  as  affected 
by  acquiescence  or  connivance  of  pub- 
lic ofllcials  in  misuse  ot  the  funds       S>'-3 

Depnty. 

Implied  power  of  municipality  to  create 
office  of  deputy  or  assistant  to  incum- 
bent of  an  office  expressly  authorized    669 


Descent  and  dlstrlbntlon. 

Among  kindred  ot  the  half  blood 


C03 


DIamlaaal  and  dlacontlnaane«. 

Jnrisdictlon  of  conrt  to  enter  final 
Judgment  uimd  dismissal  or  nonsuit   911 

Divorce. 

Duty  of  court.  In  absence  of  objection 
by  defendant,  to  dismiss  suit  for  di- 
vorce because  not  brought  within  tbt 
time  allowed  by  statute  after  cause 
given  49* 

Bight  to  temporary  alimony  '>c  aonnl- 
mieDt  of  marriage  IB' 
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Judgment  In  civil  action  ns  erldeoce, 
In  a  criminal  prosecution,  to  prove  di- 
vorce obtained  before  alleged  biga- 
mous  marriage  460 

Decree  against  plaintiff  in  snlt  for  di- 
vorce aa  bar  to  subsequent  divorce 
action  677 

Dovrer. 

Estoppel  of  wife  living  apart  from  hus- 
band to  claim  dower  as  against  pur- 
ctraser   Ignorant   of   relationship  575 

Effect  of  bankcuptcy  on  dowcr  rights  of 
bankrupt's  wifa  1180 

Drains  and  aevrera. 

Property  liable  for  assessment  for  con- 
struction of  drains  or  sewers  073 

Effect  of  severance  of  tract  of  land  to 
create  easement  between  separate 
parcels  in  respect  to  drainage  361 


Orasa. 

See  Phabmact. 

Eaiiements. 

Easements  created  by  severance  of  tract 

of  land  with  apparent  benefit  ex- 

isting 

815 

Scope 

315 

The  general  rule 

816 

Statement  of 

816 

Foundation  principle 

317 

Theory 

318 

Application 

318 

To  implied  grants 

318 

To   implied   reservations 

321 

Requisites 

324 

Enumeration 

324 

Unity  and  severance 

325 

Apparent  and  obvious 

•  326 

Continuous 

331 

Necessary 

333 

Incidents 

336 

Effect  of  reunion  of  title 

336 

Order  of  transfer  as  affecting 

oiispments 

337 

Mode  and  extent  of  enjoyment 

of  easement 

338 

Mctbod  of   transfer  as  affect- 

ing 

340 

Alienation   by    devolution 

and  division  In  case  of 

death 

340 

Severance   by    partition 

342 

Bale  under  execution 

343 

Transfer  under  mortgage 

343 

Application  of  rules   to  easements 

of  way  or  passage 

344 

Easement  of  way  as  an  appur- 

tenance 

344 

Acquisition  by  use  and  sever- 

ance 

346 

The   general   rule 

346 

The   rule   that   the   ease- 

ment of   way   must  be 

necessary 

349 

Bule  where   parcel   is   cut  off 

from   public   way 

3r,2 

Implied   grant 

352 

Implied  reservation 

305 

20  L.Rji.(N.S.) 

Application-  of  rules  to  easements 

In  waters  and  water  courses  356 

Natural  water  courses  356 
Artiflclal    water    courses    and 

conduits  356 

Mills,   dams,    races  359 
Application  of  rules  to  easements 

of  drainage  301 
Application  of  rules  to  easements 
of  support  of  land  and  build- 
ings 864 
Land  364 
Buildings                                '  364 
Generally  304 
Severance  of  single  build- 
ings 365 
Party    walls  306 
Encroachments  367 
Application  of   rules  to  easements 

of  light  and  air  869 

The  English   rule  360 

The    Canadian    rule  370 

Bule   of   the   American   states  3T1 

Generally  371 

Application   In   particular 

cases  372 

Exceptions                             '  373 

Conclusion  376 


BJvctnirnt. 

Effect  of  Judgment  in  ejectment  against 
the  tenant  upon  a  landlord  not 
a  party,  or  vice  verta  595 

Effect  of  landlord's  participation  in 
defense  807 

Effect  of  statutory  provisions  per- 
mitting landlord  to  be  made  a 
party  598 

Effect  upon  the  tenant  of  Judgment 
against  landlord  698 


Elections. 

Provision  for  testing  election  of  city 
ofllccr  before  city  council  or  oth- 
er ninnlcliHil  body  as  exclusive 
of  remedies  In   the  courts  207 

Quo   warranto  208 

Decision  of  council  as  re*  jadi- 

cata  200 

CooBtltutlonallty   of   provision    210 
Mandamus  211 

Other  remedies  in  the  court  212 

Effect  of  making  council  "flnal"  or 
"sole"  Judge  212 

What  objects  or  purposes  may  be  com- 
bined  In  a  single  question  stili- 
mltted  to  the  voters  of  a  munici- 
pality 003 
Municipal  Improvements  6tS0 
Aid  to  railroads  669 
Refunding  different  Issues  of  bonds     671 
Combining  Issuance  of  bonds  with 

public  Improvements  671 

"Purchase"  and  "erection"  671 

Charter  amendments  673 

Eileotrlolty. 

Injury    to    lineman    through    detect    In 
pole  or  Its  appurtenances  .  509 
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Eminent  ilonialn. 

Mpnsure  of  damages   In,  ^c  Damaors. 

Liability  of  railroad  company  to  abut- 
ting owner  for  damages  from  change 
of  grade  of  bigbway  necessary  to 
carry  It  across  tracks 

Elqnitable  convention. 

Allowing  period  (or  conversion  of  prop- 
erty as  violation  of  rule  against  per- 
petuities or  suspension  of  power  of 
alienation 

Flqnlty.- 

Klgbt  of  party  to  antenuptial  marriage 
settlement  who  Is  In  default  to  en- 
force covenants  of  other  party 

Bacape. 

Effect    of,    on    appeal   from    conviction 

Batoppel. 

Of  wife  living  apart  from  husband  to 
claim  homestead  or  dower  as  against 
purchaser  Ignorant  of  the  relation- 
ship 

Evidence. 

Time  of  death  of  one  presumed  to  be 
dead  after  seven  years'  absence,  un- 
heard of 
Admissibility  of  declarations  against  ti- 
tle by  former  owner  as  against  those 
claiming   under   him,    aa    affected    by 
fact    that    doclarnnt    Is    living    and 
available  as  witness 
Admissibility  in  a  criminal  prosecution 
of    a    Judgment    rendered    in    a 
civil   action 
In  general 

As  proof  of  Insanity 
As   proof   of   former    marriage   on 

trial  for  bigamy 
To   prove   divorce   obtained   before 

alleged  bigamous  marriage 
On  trial  for  perjury 
Admissibility   of   evidence   of   prior   or 
subsequent    acts    of    intercourse    l>e- 
tween   the  parties  in  prosecution  for 
incest 
May    the   corroboration   of   prosecutrix 
necessary   to   conviction   of   rape   l>e 
supplied  by  her  own  complaints  out 
of  court 


220 


724 


8u8 


021 


575 


204 


814 


401 
401 
408 

404 

405 
405 


400 
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Esecntlon. 

Effect  of  sale  under  execution  of  part 
of   tract  of  land  to  create  easement     343 


Execntora    and    admlniatratora. 

lUght  of  executor  to  allowance  for  at- 
torneys' fees  for  services  in  attempt 
to  establish  or  resist  attack  upon  will 
Bight  of  ward  to  file  claim  against  es- 
tate of  guardian  after  termination  of 
guardianship,  but  before  settlement  of 
account 
Effect  of  appointment  of  debtor  as  ex- 
ecutor or   adnilnlHtrator   to  dis- 
charge debt,   or  charge  personal 
representative    nod    his    sureties 
Common-law  rule 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


767 


793 


411 
411 


Bale  as  to  release  Id  United  Stata   t\i 
Debt  as  asset  4U 

Firm   or  partnership   debts  as  an- 

sets  414 

Debt  considered  aa  money  in  haad    41« 
Statutes    making    debt    money    in 

hand  4i:, 

Effect  of  appointment   on   inttrxt 

on  debt  4l>'. 

Effect  of  appointment  to  di3cltar;« 

lien  securing  debt  i'.f 

Liability   where   rcprcsvutative  in- 
solvent 417 
Miscellaneous  4'Ji 

Exempttod, 

From  taxation,  see  Taxes. 

Of  life  insurance  Iiy  state  law  as  af- 
fecting its  character  as  assets  la 
bankruptcy  4^1 

Exhlbltlona. 

See   Amoseuents. 


Factor. 

See  BnOKES. 

Firearm  a. 

See  Nbolioencb. 

Fire  llmlta. 

See  BuiLDiNoa. 

Forifery. 

Fraudulently  procuring  genuine  signa- 
ture as  forgery 

Fraud. 

Concealment  of  evidence  as  ground  for 
relief   against  Judgment 

Validity  of  obligation  Riven  liank  as  af- 
fected by  concealment  of  Illcisil 
transactions  from  bank   examiner 

Remedy  of  one  who  fails  to  reroni  a 
deed,  agnlnst  his  grantor  who  s  ■b'M?- 
quently  conveys  to  an  Innocent  lUinl 
person 


m 


:.:« 
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Frnndnlent  conveynncea. 

As  to  sufficiency  of  selection  or  desij- 
natlon  of  goods  sold  out  of  a  larger 
lot,  see  Sale. 
May  a  mortgage  for  an  actual  con- 
temporaneous loan  be  set  aside  as 
fraudulent  ns  against  creditors  lOf-^ 

May  creditor  of  fraudulent  vendor, 
without  lien,  maintain  an  ac- 
tion ex  delicto  or  es  contract* 
against  a  fraudulent  vendee  who 
has  converted  to  his  own  use  or 
disposed  of  the  property  fraudu- 
lently transferred  '■<'• 
Actions  ex  oonti'octu  54<> 
Actions  em  delicto                               Sl< 

Game  lavra. 

What   discrimination    as    to    pemons  I; 
permissible  in  Qsh  and  game  laws       '^^ 
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780 


789 
78!> 
780 
701 
791 

793 

793 


«■■•. 

Blgbt  of  munlrlpnlUy,  in  absence  vt 
contract,  to  roHtrnln  natural  gaa  com- 
pany from  discontinuing  tbe  busiaea* 
of  sup|il}'ing  gas  92 

Geoirraiililcnl  name. 

Right  to  protection  in  use  of,  as  trade- 
name,  etc.  73 

Gnarillon  nd  litem. 

See  Infants. 

Gnnrillan  and  vrnrd. 

Right  of  ward  to  maintain   assumpsit 
against  guardian  after  termination  of 
gunrdlanshlp,    but    l>etore    settlement 
of  account 
Right   of   ward    to    maintain    action   at 
law  agnlnst  guardian   fur  giiard- 
iiinshlp  funds,  after  termination 
of  guardianship,  but  before  set- 
tlement of  account 
Common-law  action  of  acconttt 
Assumpsit 
Trover. 

Actions  at  law  in  general 
Right   to  flie  claim  against  estate 

of  guardian 
I'ropcrty  received  after  termination 
of  gunrdlanshlp 

Unit  Mcod. 

Sl-C    DESCI-NT    and    DlSTBinnTIOM. 

nealtli. 

Carrier's  liability  to  passenger  on  ac- 
count of  unsanitary  condition  of  car 

IIlKlmaya 

As  to   use  of  automobiles  on,   sec  Ao- 

TOMOBII.RS. 

Measure  of  damages  for  right  of  way 
for  telegraph  or  telephone  line  In 
street  or  highway 

LInblllty  of  railroad  company  to  abut- 
ting owner  for  damages  from  change 
of  grade  of,  necessary  to  carry  it 
across  tracks 

Holoirraph. 

Bee  Wills. 

Homeateod. 

Estoppel  of  wife  living  apart  from  hus- 
band to  claim  homestead  or  dower 
as  against  purchaser  ignorant  of  tbe 
relationship 

Homicide. 

Itlgbt  of  self-defnnse  by  one  who  is  pur- 
sued and  assaulted  nftor  leaving 
premises  which  be  had  entered  for  an 
nnlawfal  purpose 

flniiband    and   irlfe. 

As  to  divorce,   sec  Divorcb. 
As  to  marriage,  see  MAtiriiAaB. 
Conflict    of    laws    as    to    capacity    of 
married   women   to  contract  704 

£C  L,RA.(N.S.) 


2C3 


180 


228 


070 


621 


Enforcement  of  personal  contract  of 
married  woman  capable  of  contract- 
ing according  to  law  of  another  state 
or  country  where  contract  was  made     774 

Gift  to  one  spouse  by  the  parent  of  the 
other  as  advancement  or  iidcnption  1000 

Bstoppel  of  wife  living  iipnrt  from 
liusband,  to  claim  homestead  or  dow- 
er 08  against  purchaser  Ignorant  of 
the   relationship  075 

.  Applicability  of  the  community  property 
laws  of  the  stat"  to  real  property 
acquired  from  the  Federal  govern- 
ment 1117 

Effect  of  Investment  by  husband  in  his 
own  name  of  wife's  separate  proper- 
ty In  real  estate,  to  create  trust  in 
her  favor  101 

Right  of  party  to  antenuptial  marriage 
settlement  who  Is  In  default  to  en- 
force covenants  to  bo  performed  by 
the  other  party  838 

Ineeat. 

Admissibility  of  evidence  of  prior  or 
subsequent  acts  of  Intercourse  lic- 
tween  the  parties  in  a  prosecution 
for  incest  400 


Incompetent  persona. 

Judgment  rendered  In  a  civil  action  as 
evidence  of  Insanity  In  criminal  pros- 
ecution 
Necessity   and   sufDcIency   of  notice   to 
the  alleged  lunatic  of  lunacy  pro- 
ceeding 
In  general 
Sufficiency 
Waiver 
Collateral  attack 


401 


232 
232 
230 
230 
237 


Indictment. 

Necessity  that  indictment  or  Informa- 
tion show  on  its  face  that  prose- 
cution is  carried  on  In  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  state  1034 

Nicesslt.v,    mode,    and   record   of  bring- 
ing   Indictment    Into   open    court     083 
Necessity      that      Indictment      be 

brought  Into  open  court  083 

Indorsement    by    clerk    as    "filed" 

as    proof   that    it    was    returned     683 
Presence  of  the  grand  Jury  684 

Necessity  that  return   be  mode  by 

foreman  084 

Presumptions   as   to   regularity   of 

proceedings  084 

Necessity  that  record  show  the  re- 
turn  into  open   court  085 
Illusti  Jtlons    of    a    sufficient 

record  686 

Alabama  cases  687 

Amendment   to   the   record  688 

Waiver  088 

Miscellaneous  cases  080 

Infanta. 

Effect  of  fact  that  gtiardlan  ad  Utem, 
appointed  in  proceedings  for  the  sale 
of  infant's  land,  was  interested  in 
the    purchase  608 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1236 


Qn>EX  TO  NOTES. 


Injnaetlon. 

BIsbt  of  mnnlclpalltr,  In  absence  of 
coDtrmct,  to  restrain  natural  gaa  com- 
pany from  discontinuing  business  of 
suppIyloK  gas  02 

laamnltTt 

Bee  iNCOMPmNT  Pebsohs. 

Insnranee. 

Life   insurance   as   assets   of  bankrupt    451' 
Liability     under     accident     policy     for 
death   or    injury    caused    by    medical 
treatment  1004 

Effect  of  failure  to  pay  periodical  prem- 
ium on  policy  o(  lite  insurance  to 
terminate  the  same.  In  the  absence  of 
a  provision  for  forfelturo  747 

Interstate    comineree* 

See     COMMKHCK. 

latozleatlnar.  llqaor. 

Power  to  prohibit  the  keeping  of  In- 
toxicating liquor,  irrespective  of  any 
intention  to  sell  it  in  violation  of 
law  304 

Bight  of  private  citizen  to  destroy  li- 
quor illegally  kept  for  sale  090 

Constitutional  power  to  prohibit  or  reg- 
ulate sale  of  nonintoxicating  alco- 
holic liquor  872 

Power  of  municipality  to  regulate  the 
sale  of  nonintoxicating  alcoholic  bev- 
erages 800 

Do  statutes  forbidding  the  sale  of  a 
certain  class  or  classes  of  liquor  in- 
clude nonintoxicating  liquor  805 

Intoxication. 

Duty  of  carrier  to  accept  intoxicated 
person  as  passenger  171 

Jndvment. 

Jurisdiction    of    court    to    enter    final 
judgment    upon    dismissal    or    non- 
suit 014 
Collateral  attack  on  lunacy  proceedings 

for  lock  of  notice  to  alleged  lunatic    237 
Is    remedy    of    party    to    open    a    de- 
fault judgment  available  to  his 
privies  1003 

Default    based    upon    constructive 

service  of  process  1063 

Default  based  upon  personal  serv- 
ice 1066 
Admissibility,    In    criminal    prosecution, 
of    judgment    rendered    In    civil    ac- 
tion 401 
Decree  against  plaintiff  in  suit  for  di- 
vorce  as   bar   to  subsequent  dl-  - 
vorcc  action  877 
'Action   based   on   same   grounds         677 
Action   based    upon   grounds   exist- 
ing at  the  time  of,  but  not  the 
subject  of,  a  prior  action  678 
Action  based  on  acts  subsequent  to 
first  Judgment                                       679 
Concealment  of  evidence  as  ground  for 
relief  agofnst  judgment                            630 
20  L.B.A.(N,S.) 


Jndlelal  sale. 

Effect  of  sale  under  exeention  of  part 
of  tract  of  land  to  create  easement    343 

Landlord  and  tenant. 

Effect  of  judgment  in  ejectment  against 
tenant  upon  a  landlord  not  a  par- 
ty, or  v<ee  vena  OS 

When  Instrument  creating  right  in  min- 
erals In  land  is  to  be  regarded  as 
a  lease  as  distinguished  from  a  license    (14 

Libel  and  slander. 

Qualified  privilege  of  communication  be- 
tween members  of  an  association  or 
of  a  private  corporation  1080 

License. 

When  instrument  creating  right  in  min- 
erals In  land  is  to  be  regarded  as 
a  lease,  as  distinguished  from  a  li- 
cense 614 

Llirtat. 

Kigbt  of  lighting  company  whose  rates 
are  fixed  by  public  authority  to  es- 
tablish a  minimum  charge  1109 

Creation  of  casement  in  respect  to,  by 
severance  of  tract  of  land  369 

Limitation  of  actions. 

Duty  of  court.  In  absence  of  objection 
by  defendant,  to  dismiss  suit  for  di- 
vorce because  not  brought  within 
time  allowed  by  statute  after  cause 

•  given  490 

Necessity  of  pleading  limitation  as  a 
bar  to  statutory  action  ror  death         1221 

Applicability  of  statute  of  limitations 
governing  actions  for  trespass,  to  ac- 
tions for  damages  to  real  property      1047 

Effect  of  mortgagor's  absence  from  the 
state  to  toll  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions as  against  foreclosure  proceed- 
ings against  his  grantee  898 

LlTe  atoek. 

Pollution  of  water  course  by  222 

Lost   wills. 

See   WILLS. 

LnnacT* 

As  to  lunacy  proceedings,  see  iNCOUrB- 
TEXT  Pkbsons. 

Mall  clerk. 

Liability  of  carrier  for  Injury  to  105$ 

Mandanins. 

Provision   for   testing  election  of   city 
•  officer  before  city  council  or  other  mu- 
nicipal   body   as    exclusive   of   man- 
damus 211 

Marrlaare. 

Law  governing  validity  of  marrlagt  1<V 

Right  to  temporary  alimony  on  annol- 
ment  of  marriage  C 

Married   Tromea. 

See    HUSBANP    AKD    WlVIk 
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■Caster  aad  aervant. 

Am  to  liability  of  owner  of  antomobtle 
for  negligence  of  cbauffear,  see  Au- 

TOU03ILZS. 

Constitutionality   of   leglBlatlve   liialta<- 

tlon  of  hours  of  labor  242 

Bight  of  Jury  to  pass  on  questions  of 
negligence  In  use  of  switch  of  a  par- 
ticular type  or  constmctlon  600 
Injury   to   lineman   through  defect   In 

pole  or   Its  appurtenances  500 

Is  the  duty  of  the  master  to  Instruct 

or  warn  servants  delegable  024 

Introduction  024 

Impending  dangers  620 

General     statements     of     the 

rule  026 

Of  machinery,  tools,  and  appli- 
ances 629 
Of  the  working  place  and  per- 
ilous  operations  688 
Of  new  and  extraordinarf  per- 
ils 687 
Transitory   and   recurring  dangem    689 
In  general  630 
Of  blasting  and  attendant  per- 
ils 640 
Of  hoisting  and  loading  642 
Of  falling   things  645 
Of  the  starting  of  machinery      647 
Of  external  dangers  648 
Transitory   and   nonrecurring  dan- 
gers 640 

Hechanlea'  liens. 

Effect  of  bankruptcy  of  contractor  on 
right  of   laborer  or  materialman   to 
enforce  mechanics'  Hen  against  prop- 
erty Improved  400 
Extent   of   land    to    which    mechanics' 

lien  will  attach  831 

Statutes   giving  Hen   on   "lot"    or 

"tract"  830 

Statute  expressly  giving  lien  on 
land  necessary  for  Dse  of  Im- 
provement 838 

Mines  nnd  minerals. 

When  Instrument  creating  right  In 
minerals  in  land  Is  to  be  regarded  as 
a  lease,  as  distinguished  from  a  li- 
cense 614 


MlataVe. 

night  to  reinstatement  of  mnrtgage  re- 
leased or  discharged  by  mistake         810 

niunopoly. 

As  to  contract  not  to  engage  In  profes- 
sion, see  COXTRACTS. 
May  a  person  not  a  party  to  an  agree- 
ment, who  Is  injured  thereby  In 
his  business,  assail  the  validity 
thereof,  on  the  ground  that  it 
tends  to  create  or  promote  a 
monopoly  148 

At  common  law  149 

Under  statutes  ir>2 

Stockholders  of  corporations  153 

26  L.ILA.(N.S.) 


Moral  obllcatloB. 

As  consideration  for  an  express  prom- 
ise 624 

Hortarave. 

Effect  of  transfer  under  mortgage  of 
part  of  tract  to  create  rascment  343 

Effect  of  stipulation  (or  attorneys'  fees 
In  mortgage  upon  negotiability  of 
note  secured  thereby  217 

Right  to  reinstatement  of  mortgage  re- 
leased or  discharged  by  mistake  816 

Effect  of  mortgagor's  absence  from 
state  to  toll  statute  of  limitations 
as  against  foreclosure  proceedings 
against  bis  grantee  808 

May  mortgage  for  an  actual  contem- 
poraneous loan  be  set  aside  as  fraud- 
ulent  against  creditors  1008 

Hnnlelpal  corporations. 

As  to  manner  of  testing  election  of 
city  officer,  see  Elbctions. 

Right  of  municipality.  In  absence  of  con- 
tracts, to  restrain  a  natural  gas 
company  from  discontinuing  the  busi- 
ness 02 

Power  of  mnnlclpallty  to  construct  as- 
sembly, convention,  exhibition,  or 
amusement  ball  426 

Right  of  state  or  municipality  to  for- 
bid solicitation  of  patronage  at  rail- 
way stations  488 

Validity  of  municipal  ordinance  de- 
claring that  all  or  certain  classes  of 
offenses  denounced  by  the  law  of  the 
state  sball  be  offenses  under  the  ordi- 
nance 403 

Implied  power  of  municipal  corporation 
to  create  the  office  of  deputy  or  assist- 
ant to  an  Incumbent  of  an  office 
which   Is  expressly   authorized  C60 

Power  of  municipality  to  regulate  the 
sale  of  nonintoxicating  alcoholic  bev- 
erages 800 

What  objects  or  purposes  may  be  com- 
bined In  a  single  question  submit- 
ted to  voters  of  a  municipality  665 

Liability  of  mnnlclpallty  for  confining 
flood  wat^r  within  banks  of  stream  to 
Injury  of  riparian  owners  180 

Nante. 

Effect  upon  common-law  right  to  change 
one's  name  of  statutes  providing 
for  such  change  by  Judicial  proceed- 
ings 1167 

Nntnral  gras. 

See  Gas. 

NearllKence. 

To  whom  Is  the  duty  to  keep  office 
building  In  proper  condition,  owing       1218 

Civil  liability  for  negligent  discharge 
of  firearms  134 

Liability  of  railroad  company  for  In- 
i\iiy  to  persons,  not  employees, 
caused  by  defectively  loaded  car  204 

Of  child  in  running  in  front  of  auto- 
mobile 42S 
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Right  of  jury  to  pass  on  qncstlon  of  oeg- 
llgcDce  Id  use  of  switcb  of  a  pBi> 
tlcular   type   m   constructloa  COO 

Neirabojr. 

Duty  and  liability  of  street  railway 
company  to  newsboys  wbo  bo^d  cars 
to  sell   papers  205 

Nonsnlt. 

See  Tkial. 

Noticed 

As  to  carrier's  duty  to  give,  see  Cab- 

RIERR. 

Necessity  and  sufficiency  of  notice  to  al- 
leged lunatic,  of  lunacy  proceedings    232 

oncers. 

As  to  manner  of  testing  election  of 
city  officers,  see  Municipal  Corpoba- 

TIOMS. 

Implied  power  of  municipality  to  cre- 
ate office  of  deputy  or  assistant  to 
Incumbent  of  an  office  expressly  au- 
thorized 680 

Applicability  to  nonconstltutlonal  offi- 
cer of  couslllullonol  provision  ngnliist 
increase  of  salary  of  officer  during 
bis  term  of  office  289 

May  officer  make  a  prospective  appoint- 
ment the  term  of  which  cannot  begin 
until  after  his  own  term  has  expired     514 

Parties. 

See  also  Covenants  and  Conditions; 
TnovBB. 

Use  of  cross  bill  or  cross  complaint  to 
bring  In  new  parties  127 

Right  of  agent,  factor,  broker,  or  com- 
mission merchant,  to  whom  goods  arc 
consigned  for  sale,  to  maintain  ac- 
tion against  a  common  carrier  for 
damage  to,  or  loss  of,  goods  during 
transit  437 

Elfect  of  judgment  in  ejectment  against 
tenant  upon  landlord  not  a  party,  or 
vice  versa  C05 

May  one,  not  a  party  to  an  agree- 
ment. Injured  thereby  In  his  ituslness, 
assnil  the  validity  thereof  on  the 
ground  that  It  tends  to  create  or 
promote  a   monopoly  148 

Right  to  join  agent  and  undisclosed 
principal  as  defendants  In  the  same 
action  743 

Partition. 

Effect  of  partition  to  create  easement 
as  between  separate  parcels  342 

Party  wall. 

Creation  of  easement  by  severance  of 
tract  of  land  366. 

Patriotic  ■ociety. 

Exemption  of  proi>erty  of,  from  taxa- 
tion ,       707 

Fayment. 

Effect  of  partlnl  payment  to  revive  debt 
after   a   discharge   In   bankruptcy  274 

26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Effect  of  appolnlm'ent  of  debtor  st  »!• 
ccutor  or  administrator  to  discbtrgv 
debt  or  charge  personal  representa- 
tive and  bis  sureties  411 

Perjnry. 

Judgment  in  civil  action  as  evidence  In 
a  criminal  prosecution  for  fierjaiT     4(5 

Perpetnltlea. 

Allowing  period  for  conversion  of  prop- 
erty as  violation  of  rale  a^dsst 
perpetuities  or  suspension  of  power 
of  alienation  724 

Allowing  specified  period  for  election  to 
take  under  devise  or  bequest  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  rule  against  perpetui- 
ties, or  the  suspension  of  the  power 
of  alienation  82S 

Pharmacy. 

What  are  medicines,  dmgn.  or  poisons    - 
within  the  meaning  of  statutes  regu- 
lating pharmacists  lOU 

Pleadlnars. 

Use  of  cross  bill  or  cross  complaint  to 
bring  in  new  parties  12T 

May  a  demurrer  to  a  separate  dofrnise 
be  carried  back  to  tbc  complaint, 
where  the  defendant  has  also  plead- 
ed a  general  denial  117 

Necessity  of  pleading  limitation  as  bar 
to  statutory  action  for  deatlt  1221 

Poles. 

See  ELEcrmcirr. 

Principnl  and  asent. 

Right  of  agent  who  was  In  possession  of 
personal  property  to  maintain  action 
for  conversion  840 

Right  to  join  agent  and  undisclosed 
principal  as  defendants  in  same  ac- 
tion Ttt 

Right  of  agent,  to  whom  goods  are  con- 
signed for  sale,  to  maintain  acllon 
against  a  common  carrier  for  dam- 
age to,  or  loss  of,  goods  during 
transit  4Sl 

Prlnelpal  and  anrety. 

See  also  Bills  and  Notes. 

Uablllty  of  sureties  on  bond  of  bank  »n 
depository  of  public  funds  as  affected 
by  acquiescence  or  connivance  of  pub- 
lic officials  In  the  misuse  of  the  funds    865 

Proximate   canse. 

Of  Injury  by  car  or  engine  set  in  motion 
by  third  person  <!' 

Pnbllc    Improvement*. 

Submission  of  question  as  to,  see  Uo- 

NICIPAI,    CORrOKATIONS. 
Property  liable  to  assessment  for  con- 
struction of  drains  .or  sewers  9'i 
I 
Pabllc  lands. 
Applicability  of  state  eommnnlty  prop- 
erty   law    to    real    property    acquired 
from  l''ederal  government                      H'^ 
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Pnblle  money. 

See  MuNiciFAL  ConroBATioxs. 

Pabllc  aervlee  corporations. 

Bee  Caeribbs. 

May  railroad  company  be  required  to  Mh 
tablisb .  or  maintain  a  station  that 
wUl  not  pay  expenses  444 

Bight  of  light  or  water  eompany  whose 
rates  are  fixed  by  pnbU*  antborttjTt  to 
establish  a  ■tuninum  cliarga  1100 

(taantnm  meruit. 

Right  to  recover  on  quantum  meruit  (or 
serrlces  performed  or  material  fur- 
nished under  express  contract  Invalid 
because  the  minds  of  the  parties  did 
not  meet  as  to  terms  thereof  CIO 

<knitclalni  deed. 

See   liECOBDa   and   Bicordimo   Laws. 

Quo  irarranto. 

Provision  for  testing  election  of  city 
officer  before  city  eonnell  or  other 
municipal  body  M  exduslTC  ot  quo 
warranto  208 

nallroads. 

As  carriers  generally,  SM  Cuanna. 

Liability  of,  for  Injuries  to  Its  passen- 
gers through  negligence  of  another 
company  which  It  permits  to  use  Its 
tracks  087 

Criminal  prosecution  of,  (or  acts  or 
omissions  while  In  hands  of  receiver     710 

Liability  of,  to  abutting  owner  for  dnm- 
ages  from  change  o(  grade  o(  high- 
way necessary  to  carry  It  across 
tracks  220 

Troxlmate  cause  ot  Injury  by  car  or 
engine  set  in  motion  by  third  person     710 

Rape. 

May  the  corroboration  of  prosecutrix 
necessary  to  conviction  o(  rape  be 
supplied  by  her  own  complaints  out 
of  court  1140 

Real  property. 

Liability  of  UUe  abstracter  1207 

Rebates. 

See  CAnainM, 

Receivers. 

Criminal  prosecution  of  corporation  for 
acts  or  omissions  while  In  the  bands 
of  a  receiver  710 

Records  and  reeordlngr  lairs. 

Precedence  as  between  quitclaim  deed 
and  senior  unrecorded  deed  150 

Bemedy  of  one  who  falls  to  record  a 
deed,  against  bis  grantor  who  subse- 
quently conveys  to  an  Innocent  third 
pi^rson  284 

26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


Removal   ot  eanaea. 

Effect  of  pendency  In  Federal  court  ot 
action  t»  pertonam  removed  from 
state  court  upon  right  to  commence 
a  new  action  upon  the  same  cause 
In  tlie  state  court 


Sale. 

The  sufficiency  of  selection  or  designa- 
tion of  goods  sold  out  of  a  larger 


000 


lot 

1 

Scope  of  note 

2 

The  definition   and  elements  of  a 

sale 

C 

Distinction  between  executory  and 

executed  sales 

0 

The  Influence  of  the  Intention  of 

the    parties 

7 

Risk  of  loss  an  accompaniment  of 

title 

10 

The  completion  of  a  sale 

10 

The  necessity  of  agreeing  upon  the 

price 

12 

The   necessity    of    the    buyer's   ac- 

ceptance 

13 

The  need  to  put  property  sold  In  a 

deliverable  state 

14 

The    necessity   of    identifying   the 

subject  ot  a  sale 

15 

Identification  by  marks 

10 

The  necessity  of  counting,  weigh- 

ing, or  measuring  the  subject  of 

a  sale 

17 

The  necessity  of  delivery 

21 

The  e(fect  of  actual  delivery 

nn 

Of  the  entire  subject  of  a  sale 

22 

Of  an  excessive  quantity 

23 

or  a  part  of  a  purchase 

25 

What  constitutes  a  sufficient  deliv- 

ery to  transfer  title  to  prop- 

erty sold 

27 

In  general 

27 

Ot  particular   commodities   In 

the  seller's  possession 

SO 

Growing  cro|)s 

CO 

Hay  and  (odder 

31 

Tobacco 

82 

Cotton 

32 

Grain 

83 

'Flour 

80 

Sugar  and  molnsscs 

86 

Provisions 

30 

Distilled    and    fermented 

liquors 

30 

Essential  oils 

87 

Standing  timlicr 

87 

Logs  and  cord  wood 

38 

Tan  bark 

40 

Lumber 

40 

General     stocks     of    mer- 

chandise 

41 

Textile  fabrics  and  leath- 

er 

42 

Bricks 

42 

Metals,  ores,  and  minerals 

44 

Chattels 

44 

Live  stock 

45 

Property   In   the  keeping  of  third 

persons 

47 

Community  of  ownership  In  masses 

of  personal   property 

62 
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Tbe  necesslt;  of  dividing  bulk  on 

sales  of  part  of  a  mass  64 

Tbe  general  doctrine  C4 

ludlstlDgulstaable  units  and  lio- 
,  mogeneous  masses  5T 

Tbe     decisions     for     and 

against  67 

Beasoning,   criticism,   and 
counter  criticism  02 

Conclusion  71 

Right  of  seller,  upon  breach  of  an  exec- 
utory contract,  to  maintain  an  action 
for  the  contract  price  248 

Dutjr  of  purchaser  of  property  from 
conditional  Tcndee  with  rlgbt  to  sell, 
to  see  tbat  latter'g  vendor  la  paid  686 

Scenic  railroad. 

Liability  of  operator  of  scenic  railroad 
or  similar  device,  to  passengers  1054 

Selioola. 

Effect  of  changing  boundaries  of  school 
district  upon  rights  In  real  proper- 
ty 486 

Self-defense. 

See  HouiciDB. 

Statute  o(  tranda. 

Contract  void  under  statute  of  frauds 
as  consideration  for  new  promise  624 

* 

Street  railways. 

As  carriers,  see  CAnniKns. 

Snapenalon  of  alienation. 

See  PBBrETUiTiBs, 

STvlteli. 

BIgbt  of  jury  to  pass  on  question  of 
negligence  in  use  of  switch  of  a  par- 
ticular type  or  construction  -  000 

Tazea. 

Bank  deposit  to  credit  of  nonresident  of 
the  state  as  subject  of  local  proper- 
ty taxation  1120 

Exemption  of  property  of  patriotic  so- 
cieties 707 

Effect  of  fact  that  property  otherwise 
exempt  from  taxation  Is  devoted  to 
purposes  of  a  particular  society  COO 

Telearraplia. 

Measure  of  damages  for  right  of  way 
for  telegraph  or  telephone  line  180 

Telephones. 

Measure  of  damages  for  right  of  way 
for  telegraph  or  telephone  line  180 

Title. 

See  Abstbacts;  Riccords  and  Becobd- 

INO    LAWS. 

Tradentark. 

BIgbt  to  protection  In  use  of  geograph- 
ical name  as  a  trademark  or 
tmdennme  or  upon  the  ground  of 
unfair  competition  73 
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Definition 

» 

Necessity  of  alleging  and  pror- 

Ing  fraud 

75 

Unfair  eomsietitlon 

7T 

What  amounts  to  unfair  slma- 

latlon 

7S 

Where  tbe  name  of  a  place  is 

simulated   by   a    nonresident 

$•■ 

Where   neither   partj    using   a 

geographical  name  is  located 

at  such  place 

SI 

Trademarks 

81 

When  used  in  deseriptive  sense 

» 

When  used  In  secondary  sense 

81 

When  used  arbitrarily  or  fan- 

cifully 

88 

To  designate   natural    prodnct 

87 

Where  a  part  of  combination 

89 

Tradenames 

89 

Name  of  publication 

90 

Laches 

•1 

Questions  of  practice  and  relief  pe- 

culiar to  geographical  names 

92 

Tradename. 

See  Tbademake. 

Trespass. 

Jurisdiction  of  action  for  trespass  npoa 
real  property  in  another  state  or 
country  033 

Applicability  of  statute  of  limitations 
governing  actions  for  trespass  to  ac- 
tions for  damages  to   real  property  1047 

Trial. 

Bight  of  Jury  to  pass  npon  question  of 
negligence  in  use  of  a  switch  of  a 
particular  type  or  construction  COO 

Jurisdiction  of  court  to  enter  final  Juds- 
ment  upon  dismissal  or  nonsuit  914 

Trover. 

Jurisdiction  of  action  for  conversion  of 
timber,  crops,  or  building  on  lands  In 
another  state  9*0 

Right  of  agent  who  was  In  possession  of 
personal  property  to  maintain  action 
tor  conversion  840 

Right  of  ward  to  maintain  trover 
against  guardian  after  termination  of 
guardianship,  but  before  settlement 
of  account  79S 

Trnats. 

Effect  of  Investment  by  husband  In  his 
own  name  of  wife's  separate  property 
in  real  estate,  to  create  trust  In  her 
favor  161 

Unfair  competition. 

Bight  to  protection  In  use  of  geograph- 
ical name  on  ground  of  unfair  com- 
petition T3 

ITsury. 

Constitutionality  of  statute  ezemptlnv 
building  and  loan  associations  from 
general  usury  laws  IISS 
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Kffect  of  rtile  abrogating  local  venue 
upon  rule  precluding  jurisdiction  of 
action  for  tort  concernlBg  real  prop- 
erty In  another  state  or  country  028 

"WarehoiMeineii. 

Liability  of  warehouseman  for  Injury  to 
agricultural  products  by  weevil  1114 

IVaters. 

Pollution  of  water  course  by  stock  222 

Liability  of  municipality  for  conOnlng 
flood  water  within  banlkS  of  stream  to 
injury  of  riparian  owner  190 

Creation  of  easements  by  severance  of 
tract  on  which  artificial  condition  ex- 
ists 366 

Right  of  light  or  water  company  whose 
rates  are  fixed  by  public  authorities 
to  establish  a  minimum  charge  1100 

TVeevlI. 

Liability  of  warehouseman  for  Injury  to 
agricultural  products  by  weevil  1114 
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May  the  part  of  a  lost  or  destroyed 
will  which  can  be  established  be  ad- 
mitted to  probatcf  where  tbere  are 
other  portions  that  cannot  b«  estab- 
lished 654 

Signature  of  witnesses  to  will  before 
tesUtor  signs  It  1126 

Violation  of  requirement  that  holo- 
graphic will  shall  be  written  by  testa- 
tor 1145 

Bight  of  executor  to  allowance  for  at- 
torneys'   fees    for    services    rendered 
in  attempt  to  establish  or  resist  at- 
tack npon  will  757 
'    Gift  to  one   spouse  by   parent  of  the 

other  as  advancement  or  ademption  1050 


Writ  mad  process. 

Is  remedy  of  party  to  open  a  default 
Judgment  based  on  constructive  serv- 
ice of  process  available  to  his  privies  1003 
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GENERAL  INDEX 

KOTES  ABK  INDBUO  BZ  IHB  WOBD  "ARMOTATRO"  APTBll  inO  PARAGRArBS  TO 

WBIOH  THBT  APPLT. 

(Separate  Index  to  Notes  Precedes  this.) 


ABANDONMENT. 

As  ground  for  divorce,  see  Divorce,  3.' 

AUATEMENT  AND  REVIVAIi. 

Plea  in,  as  proper  mode  of  raising  ques- 
tion as  to  compliahce  witli  stat- 
ute requiring  preliminary  examina- 
tion of  accused  person,  see  Indict- 
ment, etc.,  2. 

Of  suit  in  state  court  by  removal  to 
Federal  court,  see  Removal  of 
Causes. 

ABSTRACTS. 

On  appeal,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  0,  10. 

1.  An  abstracter  who  leaves  off  from  a 
search  of  the  real  estate  title  of  Edward  J. 
B.  the  record  of  a  judgment  against  Ed.  J. 
B.  will  be  liable  to  one  having  a  right  to 
rely  on  his  abstract,  who  is  injured  by  such 
omission,  if  the  judgment  proves  to  have 
been  against  the  one  whose  title  he  was 
m-arching.  Stephenson  v.  Cone,  36:  1207, 
124  N.  W.  439,  —  S.  D.  — . 

2.  An  abstracter  of  titles  must  fur- 
nish to  an  intending  purchaser  by  means  of 
the  abittract  everything  pertaining  to  the 
names  and  the  property  in  question,  so  far 
an  apiiears  from  the  record,  that  reasonably 
might  alTect  such  title,  and  thus  put  the  pur- 
rImHor  on  inquiry,  in  order  tlint  such  pur- 
chaser may  himself  make  such  investiga- 
tion as  to  outside  facts  alTecting  the  title 
which  are  indicated  there.  Stephenson  v. 
Cone,  36:  1207, 124  N,  VV.  439,  —  S.  D.  — . 

(Annotated) 

3.  An  abstracter  cannot  be  held  liable 
in  tort  for  negligence  in  making  or  certify- 
ing ah  abstract  of  title.  Tliomns  v.  Guaran- 
ty Title  &  T.  Co.  a6:  laio,  91  N.  E.  183,  81 
Ohio  St.  432. 

4.  An  abstracter,  independently  of  con- 
tract, is  not  rendered  liable  to  a  subsequent 
grantee  for  errors  in  preparing  an  abstract 
•if  title,  by  proof  of  knowledge  on  his  part 
of  a  custom  that  all  subsequent  parties  deal- 
ing with  the  title  nbatrncted  would  rely  up- 
on the  accuracy  of  his  abstract,  since  a  cus- 
tom cannot  create  a  liability  where  none 
otherwise  exists.  Thonins  v.  Guarantee  Title 
&  r.  Co.  26:  1210,  91  N.  E.  183,  81  Ohio  St. 
432. 


ABVSK  OF  PROCESS. 

Liability  for,  see  False  Imprisonment. 

ABUTTING  OWNERS. 

Condemnation  of  interests  of,  see  Emi- 
nent Domain. 

Damages  to,  for  construction  of  tele- 
phone or  telegraph  line  in  highway, 
see  Damages,  2,  14;  Evidence,  30; 
Trial,  20. 


ACCIDENT. 

Proximate 
Cause. 


cause    of,   see    Proximate 
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.ACCIDENT  INSURANCE. 

Sec  Insurance. 

ACCOUNTS. 

Application  of  pajTUcnts  on,  see  Pay- 
ment. 

ACTION  OR  SUIT. 

Comity  in  general,  see  Conflict  of  T.n\vs. 

As  to  election  of  remedies,  sec  Election 
of  Itemcdies. 

To  set  aside  judgment,  sse  Judgment, 
14-16. 

Limitation  of  actions  or  suits,  sco  Limi- 
tation of  Actions. 

Parties  to  action,  sec  Parties. 

Removal  of,  see  Removal  of  Causes. 

Venue  of,  see  Venue. 
Defenses. 

In  prosecution  for  assault,  see  Assault, 
2. 

Tn  action  to  hold  collecting  bank  liable 
for  money  paid  on  cheek,  which  it 
has  refunded,  see  Banks,  4. 

In  action  to  recover  penalty  for  delay  in 
transpoi-tatioii,  sen  Carriers,  18. 

In  suit  for  divorce,  see  Divorce,  4,  5. 

In  proceedings  to  abate  nuisance,  see 
Nuisances,  6,  7. 

Necessity  of  pleading  defenses,  see 
Pleading,  5. 

1.  A  common  carrier  cannot  complain, 
in  an  action  brought  to  recover  a  statutory 
penalty  for  failure  promptly  to  transport 
certain  live  stock,  that  the  statute  fixing  the 
penalty  contravenes  the  constitutional  provi- 
sion that  "the  liability  of  a  railroad  corpora- 
tion as  common  carrier  shall  never  be  limit- 
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ed,"  in  that  the  shipper  might  thereby  be 
prevented  from  recovering  his  actual  dam- 
ages, at  least  in  the  absence  of  proof  that 
plaintiff's  recovery  would  be  more  than  his 
actual  damage,  for  which  defendant  would 
be  liable  at  common  law,  since  the  constitu- 
tionality of  statutes  cannot  be  tested  at  the 
suit  of  one  who  is  not  shown  to  have  been 
injured  thereby.  Cram  v.  Chicago,  B.  &  Q. 
U.  Co.  a6:  loaa,  122  N.  W.  31,  84  Neb.  607. 

2.  A  common  carrier  cannot  complain 
that  a  statute  prescribing  a  minimum  rate 
of  speed  at  which  live  stocic  may  be  trans- 
ported between  intrastate  points,  and  pro- 
viding a  penalty  for  violation  thereof,  does 
not  contain  any  exemptions,  or  state  what, 
if  any,  defenses  may  or  may  not  be  avail- 
able in  an  action  brought  thereon,  where  it 
has  not  presented  and  maintained,  or  offered 
to  maintain,  a  legitimate  defense,  and  been 
denied  that  right.  Cram  v.  Chicago,  B.  & 
Q.  R.  Co.  26:  loaa,  122  N.  W.  31,  84  Neb.  007. 

Joinder. 

Joinder  of  parties,  sec  Parties,  4,  5. 

3.  A  joint  action  may  be  maintained 
against  the  owner  of  a  railway  track  upon 
which  its  passenger  waa  injured  by  colli- 
sion of  the  car  in  which  he  was  riding  with 
with  the  car  of  another  carrying  company 
admitted  to  joint  use  of  its  tracks,  and  such 
other  company,  in  order  that  the  liability 
for  compensation  to  the  injured  passenger 
may  be  fixed  in  one  action  upon  the  company 
whose  negligence  occasioned  the  injury. 
Maumee  Valley  R.  &  L.  Co.  v.  Montgomery, 
a6:  987,  91  N.  E.  181,  81  Ohio  St.  426. 

ADMISSIONS. 

Admissibility  in  evidence,  see  Evidence, 
21,  22. 

ADVANClSBfSNTS. 

A  deed  of  gift  by  a  father-in-law  to 
his  son-in-law,  accepted  by  the  latter,  which 
contains  a  provision  clearly  indicating  that 
it  was  the  grantor's  intention  that  the  prop- 
erty was  to  be  an  advancement  to  his  daugh- 
ter, the  wife  of  the  grantee,  is  an  advance- 
ment to  her,  under  a  statute  defining  an  ad- 
vancement as  any  provision  by  a  parent, 
made  to  and  accepted  by  a  child,  out  of  his 
estate,  during  his  lifetime,  over  and  above 
his  obligation  to  maintain  and  educate,  not- 
withstanding she  may  have  been  ignorant 
not  only  of  the  fact  that  the  deed  contained 
such  a  provision,  but  even  of  the  existence 
of  the  deed  altogether.  Ireland  v.  Dyer, 
as:  1050,  67  S.  E.  195,  133  Ga.  851. 

(Annotated) 

ADVERSE  POSSESSION. 

As  to  limitation  of  actions,  see  Limita- 
tion of  Actions. 

ALCOHOIi. 

Negligence  of  druggist  in  sale  of  wood 
alcohol,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  24; 
Drugs  and  Druggists;  Evidence,  25. 

ALIENATION. 

Suspension  of  power  of,  see  Perpetui- 
ties. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


•  ALIMONY. 

See  Divorce,  6-9. 

ALTERATION  OP  INSTTirrMENTS. 

Question  for  jury  as  to,  see  Trial,  S. 

AMENDMENT. 

Of  pleading,  see  Appeal   and  Error.  IS. 
As  affecting  limitation    of   actions,  a«e 

Limitation  of  Actions,  9. 
Of  sUtute.  see  SUtutes,  2,  3,  16-21. 

AMUSEMENTb. 

Prohibiting  employment  of  children  is 
places  of,  where  intoxicating  li- 
quors are  sold,  see  Infants,  1-^ 

ANCILLARY  PETITION. 

In  aid  of  levy;  jurisdiction  of,  see 
Courts,  1. 

ANIMALS. 

As  game,  see  Game  Laws. 

Transportation  of,  see  Carriers,  16,  18; 
Commerce,  4. 

Regulation  of  infected  animals  as  af- 
fecting commerce,  see  Commerce,  2, 
3. 

Statute  imposing  grazing  fee  on  all 
sheep  entering  state,  see  Commerce, 
1,2. 

Bringing  to  state,  in  violation  of  stat- 
ute, horse  alllicted  with  glanders, 
as  cause  of  damage  to  purcha!>er. 
where  horse  is  killed  by  sanitarr 
board,  see  Proximate  Cause,  1. 

ANSWER. 

See  Pleading,  11. 

ANTENUPTIAL  AGREEMENT. 

See  Husband  and  Wife,  2. 

ANTI-TRUST  ACT. 

Right  of  one  injured  by  violation  of,  to 
injunctive  relief,  see  Injunction,  2. 

APPEAL  AND  ERROR. 

Sufficiency  of  evidence  to  show  unrea- 
sonableness of  order  of  railwar 
commission  on  appeal  therefrom, 
see  Evidence,  48. 

From  commitment  of  person  to  hospi- 
tal for  insane,  see  Incompetent  Per- 
sons, 2. 

Statute  as  to  burden  of  proof  on  appeal 
from  orders  of  railway  commission, 
see  Constitutional  Law,  25. 

Effect  of  failure  to  appeal  from  order 
overruling  motion  to  set  aside  non- 
suit, see  Judgment,  7. 

Retrospective  construction  of  statute  ex- 
tending right  of  appeal,  see  Stat- 
utes, 14. 

Modes  of  review. 

1.  Appeal  is  the  proper  remedy  to  re- 
view a  decree  of  a  bankrxtptcy  court  disal- 
lowing at  the  suit  of  a  trustee  of  a  bonkrupt 
corporation  the  claim  of  the  wife  of  one  of 
its  members  to  dower  in  lands  held  in  his 
individual  name,  but  alleged  to  beloi^  to 
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tlio  corporation.    Thomas  r.  Woods,  a6:  1180, 
173  Fed.  685,  07  C.  C.  A.  535. 
Who  entitled  to  appeal. 

2.  A  convict  by  effecting  his  escape  and 
remaining  at  large  as  a  fugitive  from  jus- 
tice thereby  waives  his  right  to  appeal  from 
tlip  judgment  convicting  him,  as  it  is  essen- 
tial to  such  an  appeal  that  the  defendant 
be  where  he  can  be  made  to  respond  to  any 
judpncnt  or  order  which  may  be  made  in  the 
cane.  Tyler  v.  SUte,  a6:  gai,  104  Pac.  919, 
—  Olcla.  Crim.  Rep.  — .  (Annotated) 

3.  The  order  of  a  trial  court  in  setting 
aside  a  verdict  and  granting  a  new  trial  may 
be  ignored,  and  an  appeal  talcen  from  the 
judgment  entered  thereon,  although  the  new 
trial  has  been  had  and  a  second  judgment 
reachefl.  if  the  appeal  is  perfected  within  the 
time  allowed  by  law  after  the  first  judgment 
is  entered.  Broadway  Coal  Min.  Co.  v. 
Smith,  a«:  565, 126  S.  W.  167,  —  Ky.  — . 
Time. 

4.  A  statute  providing  that  the  failure 
of  a  bonding  company  to  pay  a  judgment 
rendered  against  it,  from  which  no  appeal 
is  taken  within  sixty  days,  shall  operate 
to  forfeit  its  right  to  do  business  under  the 
enabling  act,  does  not  preclude  the  taking 
of  an  appeal  after  the  prescribed  time. 
United  States  Fidelity  &  G.  Co.  v.  State, 
26:  865,  106  Pac.  1040,  81  Kan.  660. 
Record  on  appeal. 

6.  A  court  rule  requiring  an  index  to 
form  the  first  page  of  tne  transcript  is  not 
violated  by  rtmning  it  over  to  the  succeed- 
ing pages.  Sexauer  ▼.  Star  Milling  Co.  a6: 
6og,  90  N.  E.  474,  —  Ind.  — . ' 

6.  A  reversal  for  error  in  the  allowance 
nf  damagps  cannot  be  prevented  by  the  fact 
that  evidence  was  omitted  from  the  tran- 
script, if  the  omitted  evidence  was  of  a  char- 
acter which  could  have  no  bearing  upon  the 
question  of  the  damages  allowed.  St.  T»uis, 
I.  M.  &  &  R.  Co.  v.  Townes,  a6:  572,  124  S. 
\V.  1030,  —  Ark.  — . 

7.  A  plaintiff  against  whom  a  verdict 
was  directed,  who,  after  the  evidence  lias 
been  summarized  by  the  trial  court  for  the 
purpose  nf  an  appeal,  takes  proceedings  as 
allowed  by  statute  to  correct  such  state- 
ment, as  a  result  of  which  all  the  evidence 
iind  rulings  at  the  trial  are  certified  to  the 
appellate  court,  cannot  assign  as  error  the 
refusal  of  the  court  to  make  additional  find- 
ingB  of  fact  Powers  v.  Connecticut  Co.  26: 
405,  74  AtL  931,  82  Conn.  665. 

8.  The  exercise  by  the  trial  judge  of  his 
discretion  in  refusing  to  grant  a  netv  trial 
will  not  be  revised,  although  he  advances 
an  untenable  reason  for  his  ruling,  if  his 
opinion  is  not  part  of  the  record,  so  that  it 
is  not  shown  that  such  reason  is  the  only 
one  for  his  action.  Abbott  v.  Walker,  26: 
8X4,  BO  N.  E.  406,  204  Mass.  71. 

9.  The  act  of  the  trial  court  in  overrul- 
ing motions  for  a  directed  verdict  cannot  be 
considered  on  appeal,  if  the  evidence  on 
which  they  are  based  is  not  in  the  abstract. 
Edson  T.  Poppe,  26:  534,  124  N.  W.  441,  — 
8.   D.  — . 
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10.  Assignments  of  error  cannot  be  con- 
sidered which  are  based  on  evidence  or  ob- 
jections to  evidence  not  shown  by  the  ab- 
stract. Edson  v.  Poppe,  36:  534,  124  X.  W. 
441,  —  S.  D.  — . 

Objections  and  exceptions. 

11.  One  relying  upon  a  general  exception 
to  evidence  in  a  Federal  court  must  show 
that  the  defects  in  the  evidence  admitted 
could  not  have  been  cured  by  the  party  of- 
fering it  if  his  attention  had  been  called  to 
those  relied  upon.  Wellington  v.  Pelletier, 
26:  719,  173  Fed.  908,  97  C.  C.  A.  468. 

Dismissal. 

12.  An  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  con- 
viction of  crime  will,  on  motion,  be  dis- 
missed, where  the  defendant  has  escaped 
from  the  custody  of  the  law,  aiid  is  at  large 
as  a  fugitive  from  justice.  Tyler  v.  State, 
26:  gai,  104  Pac.  019,  —  Okla.  Crim.  Rep. — . 

Hearing  and  determination  generally. 

13.  A  memorandum  of  the  trial  court, 
attached  to,  but  not  made  a  part  of,  an  or- 
der granting  a  new  trial  which  does  not 
specify  whether  the  motion  is  granted  upon 
the  ground  that  the  verdict  is  not  supported 
by  the  evidence,  or  for  errors  of  law  occur- 
ring at  the  trial,  may  be  referred  to  an  ap- 
peal to  determine  upon  what  ground  the  or- 
der was  made,  notwithstanding  the  omis- 
sion, on  the  revision  of  the  laws,  of  the  word 
"memorandum"  from  a  statute  which  ex-- 
pressly  permitted  such  memorandum  to  be 
considered,  so  that  in  its  revised  form  it 
permits  a  new  trial  where  the  verdict  is  not 
supported  by  the  evidence  or  is  contrary  to 
law,  but  provides  that,  unless  so  expressly 
stated  in  the  order  granting  a  new  trial,  it 
shall  not  be  presumed  on  appeal  to  have 
been  made  on  the  groimd  that  the  verdict 
was  not  justified  by  the  evidence,  where  the 
courts,  prior  to  the  revision,  had  habitually 
considered  the  memorandum,  within  certain 
limits,  to  be  a  part  of  the  order,  since  in 
such  case  it  will  be  presumed  that  the  codi- 
flers  and  the  legislature  considered  the  word 
no  longer  necessary.  Gay  v.  Uren,  a6:  743, 
123  N.  W.  295,  —  Minn.  — . 

14.  The  appellate  court,  in  reviewing  a 
refusal  to  direct  a  verdict  for  defendant  in 
an  action  to  recover  damages  for  personal 
injuries,  cannot  disregard  evidence  merely 
because  it  is  improbable.  O'Callaghan  v. 
Dellwood  Park  Co.  a6:  1054,  89  N.  E.  1006, 
242  111.  336. 

16.  That  a  prisoner  was  not  brought  to 
trial  within  two  terms  after  his  arrest  can- 
not be  considered  on  appeal  from  a  convic- 
tion, where  the  question  is,  under  the  stat- 
ute, to  be  raised  by  a  habeas  corpus  pro- 
ceeding. Com.  v.  Fisher,  26:  1009,  75  Atl. 
204,  226  Pa.  189. 

Objections    as   to   tvhlch    party    1^   es- 
topped. 

16.  In  an  action  against  both  an  alleged 
agent  and  his  undisclosed  principal,  a  dis- 
missal, at  the  close  of  the  plaintiffs'  case,  as 
to  the  alleged  agent,  in  response  to  a  mo- 
tion that  plaintiffs  be  required  to  elect,  can- 
not be  claimed  by  the  alleged  itndisclosed 
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principal  to  be  prejudicial  to  him,  where  he 
joined  in  the  request  that  plaintiffs  be  re- 
quired to  elect.     Gny  v.  Uren,  36:  742,  123 
N.  W.  296,  —  Minn.  — . 
Interlocutory  matters. 

17.  Appeal  from  an  order  overruling  ob- 
jections to  the  appointment  of  appraisers  in 
an  eminent  domain  proceeding  need  not  be 
taken  in  addition  to  that  from  the  order 
appointing  appraisers,  under  a  statute  pro- 
viding that,  if  the  objections  are  overruled, 
the  court  shall  appoint  appraisers,  and  al- 
low an  appeal  "from  such  interlocutory  or- 
der overruling  objections  and  appointing  ap- 
praisers;" hut  the  appea.1  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  appraisers  may  present  nil  prior 
adverse  rulings  to  which  exceptions  have 
been  saved.  Sexauer  v.  Star  Milling  Co. 
26:  609,  90  N.  E.  474,  —  Ind.  — . 

18.  On  appeal  from  an  interlocutory  or- 
der overruling  n  plea  of  res  judicata,  error 
assigned  on  an  interlocutory  order  overrul- 
ing a  demurrer  to  the  complaint,  which  was 
not  specifically  appealed  from,  will  not  be 
considered.  Prall  v.  Prall,  a6:  577,  50  So. 
867,  —  Fla.  — . 

Review  of  cliscretionary  matters. 

10.  Refusal  to  permit  an  amendment  of 
an  answer  already  filed,  so  as  to  set  up  the 
statute  of  limitations  as  a  bar  to  the  ac- 
tion, is  not  an  abuse  of  discretion  unless  it 
is  made  to  appear  that  the  amendment  would 
be  in  furtherance  of  justice.  Rudd  v.  Byrnes, 
26:  134,  105  Pac.  057,  156  Cal.  636. 

20.  The  rule  that  the  granting  of  a  new 
trial  cannot  be  reversed  except  for  abuse  of 
discretion  does  not  apply  when  the  entire 
record  shows  that  the  evidence  necessarily, 
and  without,  conflict,  sustains  the  verdict  or 
finding,'  and  that  it  admits  of  no  other  con- 
clusion. Galena  Nat.  Bank  v.  Ripley,  26: 
993,  104  Pac.  807,  55  Wash.  615. 
Review  of  facts. 

21.  On  appeal  it  cannot  be  said  that  an 
intending  passenger  was  negligent,  as  mat- 
ter of  law,  in  attempting  to  board  a  mov- 
ing train  immediately  after  the  call  "All 
aboard"  was  given,  where  the  jury  have 
resolved  all  the  issues,  including  that  of 
contributory  negligence,  in  favor  of  such 
passenger.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Irvin,  26: 
739,  106  Pac.  1063,  —  Kan.  — . 

Grounds  for  reversal. 

22.  Nonprejudicial  errors  do  not  require 
reversal  of  a  judgment  which  is  otherwise 
supported  by  the  evidence  and  the  law.  Hil- 
ligas  V.  Kuns,  36:  384,  124  N.  W.  026,  — 
Neb.  — . 

23.  Tlie  administratrix  of  one  who,  after 
purchasing  a  ticket  for  an  ocean  voyage,  is 
excluded  from  the  vessel,  who  brings  actions 
in  contract  and  tort  to  recover  the  damages 
for  the  carrier's  act,  and  under  compulsion 
of  the  court  elects  to  proceed  in  tort  when 
she  has  no  right  to  maintain  the  action  in 
that  form,  has  a  right  to  a  reversal,  to  per- 
mit her  to  try  out  lier  right  to  a  return  of 
the  passage  money.  Connors  v.  Cunnrd 
Steamship  Co.  26:  171,  90  N.  E.  601,  204 
Mass.  310. 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


24.  Tlie  erroneous  admission,  in  ao  tr- 
tion  against  an  alleged  seller  of  wood  alco- 
hol, the  use  of  which  caused  the  death  cf 
the  purchaser,  who  had  asked  for  and  sof^ 
posed  he  had  bought  grain  alcohol,  of  a 
statement  of  the  purchaser  as  to  where  Ix- 
got  the  liquor,  constitutes  prejudicial  err<ir. 
where  the  identity*  of  the  seller  is  a  vital  fm: 
sharply  in  issue  and  nece&sary  to  su«tjir 
the  plaintilTs  case.  Campbell  v.  Brovr. 
26:  1143,  106  Pac.  37,  81  Kan.  480. 

26.  The  introduction  in  evidence  in  a 
criminal  prosecution  of  the  record  of  a  d.- 
cree  in  equity  against  accused,  founded  <•: 
ex  parte  affidavits,  of  which  such  affidavit* 
form  a  part,  is  prejudicial  to  accnsie<l.  unde-i 
the  constitutional  provision  giving  him  tl< 
right  to  be  confronted  by  the  witii«-~- 
against  him.  State  v.  Weil,  36:  461,  65  >. 
E.  034,  83  S.  C.  478. 

26.  The  erroneous  admission  of  evidvii.- 
upou  the  question  of  damages  for  injury  t 
abutting  property  by  the  construction  of  • 
viaduct  in  a  street  is  not  reversible  eri" 
if  there  is  sufficient  competent  pvidenc"-  *  ■ 
sustain  the  verdict.  Shrader  v.  Clcvi-lar  . 
C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  26:  2*6,  89  N.  E.  Vj:. 
242  111.  227. 

27.  Error,  if  any,  in  the  impeachment  ri 
a  witness,  is  not  groimd  for  reversal,  wlMrr 
his  testimony  docs  not  present  any  iteue 
material  to  the  case.  Caples  v.  State,  ]«: 
1033,  104  Pac.  493,  —  Okia,  Crim.  Rep.  — . 

28.  It  is  not  prejudicial  error  to  exclcii 
from  evidence  a  plaintifT's  conclusion  as  t. 
the  fact  to  be  determined  by  the  jury,  wlift 
the  facts  are'  fullv  in  evidence.  Rudd  ■ 
Byrnes,  26:134,  106  Pac.  957,  1.56  Cal.  av. 

20.  Error  in  excluding  an  answer  tn  a 
question  is  not  prejudicial  where  the  -arlt 
ncss  subsequently  goes  into  the  entire  nut 
tcr  at  length.  Blossi  v.  Chicago  &.  N.  W.  K 
Co.  26:  255,  123  N.  W.  360,  —  Iowa,  — . 

30.  A  railroad  company  which  Js  snusl^t 
to  he  held  liable  for  obstructinjir  the  drain- 
age from  a  lot  abutting  on  a  street,  the  gra.- 
of  which  it  changes  for  its  own  benefit,  i- 
not  injured  by  a  statement  in  an  instruc- 
tion as  to  the  character  of  opening  which  i: 
should  have  left  in  its  embankment,  if  it  in 
fact  left  none.  Shrader  v.  Cleveland,  C.  ( . 
&  St.  L.  R.  Co.  26:  226,  89  N.  E.  997,  iti 
111.  227. 

31.  The  giving  of  an  instruction  coverin; 
a  case  not  presented  by  the  pleadings,  al- 
though there  be  evidence  on  the  subject  cov- 
ered thereby,  is  erroneous,  unless  it  clearlx 
appears  that  the  rights  of  the  parties  com- 
plaining have  not  been  injuriously  afTect^"; 
thereby.  Kunst  v.  Grafton,  a6:  laoi,  67  S. 
E.  74,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

32.  The  giving  of  an  instruction  as  to  the 
duty  of  railroad  employees  to  passengers  in 
regard  to  the  starting  and  stopping  nf 
trains,  in  an  action  for  personal  injuries  tn 
a  passenger  caused  by  his  being  struck,  while 
standing  on  a  car  step,  by  an  express  truck 
alleged  to  have  been  negligently  left  in  dan- 
gerous proximity  to  the  track,*  while  imma- 
terial because  the  manner   of   starting  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AITUANCKS— ASSESSMENTS. 


1247 


toppiiic;  the  train  was  not  in  issue,  does 
ot  constitute  rrror  sulficient  to  justify  a 
E^versal  upon  the  ground  tlmt  it  was  mis- 
?a(ling,  confusing,  or  prejudicial.  Irvin  v. 
lissouri  P.  R.  Vo.  a6:  739,  106  Pac.  1003, 
1  Kan.  649. 

33.  Tliat  the  court  in  an  action  on  a 
ond  gave  the  jui^  an  incorrect  rule  for 
he  computation  of  interest  is  no  ground 
or  reversal,  where  such  rule  operated  to 
he  benniit  of  appellant,  and  necessarily 
aade  the  award  of  the  jury  less  tlian  it 
foiild    have   be«>n  under   the   correct   rule. 

nitod  States  Fidelity  &  G.  Vo.  v.  State, 
6:  865,  106  Pac.  1040,  81  Kan.  600. 

34.  An  instruction  in  an  action  on  an 
iccidont  insurance  policy  which  had  been 
bund  in  insured's  safe,  fully  signed,  and 
latod  some  two  months  before  liis  death, 
hat  under  a  statute  providing  that  every 
vritten  instrument  purporting  to  have  l)een 
ligned  or  executed  by  any  person  shall  be 
iroof  that  it  was  so  signed  or  executed,  un- 
:il  such  person  shall  deny  the  signature  or 
!.xecution  of  the  same  by  his  oath  or  aflida- 
r-it,  the  burden  was  upon  the  defendant  to 
iisprove  by  a  preponderance  of  evidence  the 
'ull  execution  of  the  contract,  is  at  lenst 
lot  prejudicial  error,  where  the  genuineness 
>f  tlie  signature  is  admitted.  Gardner  v. 
LTnited  Surety  Co.  36:  1004,  126  N.  W.  264, 
—  Minn.  — . 

3.5.  A  general  verdict  for  plaintiff  can- 
not be  sustained  in  an  action  against  a 
street  car  company  for  injury  to  one  at- 
tempting to  become  a  passenger  on  its  cur, 
ivhcre  there  are  two  counts  in  the  declara- 
tion, one  charging  simple  and  the  other  gross 
negligence,  both  of  which  are  good,  and  tlie 
?oi)rt,  although  its  attention  is  called  to 
the  matter,  fails  to  point  out  the  degree  of 
delinquency  which  is  necessary  to  support 
1  roeoverv  under  the  latter  count.  Yancy 
V.  IJoston' Elevated  R.  Co.  a6:  1317,  01  N.  K. 
iO-2,  2C5  Mass.  162. 

36.  A  conviction  for  homicide  will  be  re- 
veraed  where  the  jury,  pending  the  trial, 
ivcre  allowed  to  mingle  with  tlie  crowd  in 
Ihp  lobby  of  the  hotel  where  they  stopped 
niul  in  the  corridors  of  the  courtlioiiae,  and 
u'orc  permitted  to  secure  intoxicating  liquor 
lit  saloons,  and  have  it  brought  to  their 
room  in  the  hotel.  Com.  v.  Fisher,  36:  loog, 
75  Atl.  204,  226  Pa.  180. 

Judgment. 

37.  On  appeal,  appropriate  orders  may 
i)c  made  as  to  a  complaint  which  does  not 
state  a  cause  of  action,  although  the  sufli- 
ciency  thereof  was  not  presented  to  the  np- 
]>ollate  court  for  action.  Prall  v.  Prall, 
36:  577,  50  So.  867,  —  Fla.  — . 

38.  On  appeal,  an  equitable  decree  which 
is  erroneous  because  talien  for  confessed  as 
to  a  nonresident  as  to  whom  there  was  in- 
sufficient process,  will,  if  it  gives  no  relief 
against  such  party,  be  correcte<l  without  re- 
versal, provided  it  is  not  otherwise  errone- 
ous. Billmyer  Lumber  Co.  v.  Merchants' 
Coal  Co.  36:  1101,  06  S.  E.  1073,  —  W.  Va. 

2f.  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


39.  A  landowner  who  upon  appeal  suc- 
ceeds in  increasing  the  amount  awarded  him 
in  a  road-opening  proceeding  is  entitled  to 
his  costs  in  the  appellate  court.  Broadway 
Coul  Mill.  Co.  v.  Smith,  36:  565,  125  S.  W. 
167,  —  Ky.  — . 

APPIilANCES. 

Master's  duty  as  to,  see  Master  and 
Servant. 

APPDRTENANCES. 

Easements  as,  see  Easements. 

ARGUJIENT. 

Of  counsel,  see  Trial,  1. 

AnilEST, 

Civil  liability  for  making,  see  False 
Imprisonment. 

Of  convict  violating  parole,  see  Con- 
sitntional   Law,   20. 

Delegating  to  clerk  of  court  power  to 
issue  warrants  of,  sec  Constitu- 
tional Law,  4. 

ARSON. 

Competency  of  wife  as  witness  against 
husband  charged  with,  sec  Wit- 
nesses, 1. 

ASSAUIiT. 

Evidence  in  prosecution  for,  see  Evi- 
dence, 33. 

Homicide  in  resisting,  see  Homicide 

Question  for  jury  as  to  intent  of  con- 
vict who  assists  warden  in  inflict- 
ing illegal  punishment  on  other 
convict,  see  Trial,  7. 

Change  of  venue  in  action  for  assault 
with  intent  to  kill,  see  Venue,  4. 

1.  Corporal  punishment  of  a  convict  by 
a  warden  under  circumstances  not  warrant- 
ed by  a  statute  authorizing  only  such 
punishment  as  may  be  reasonably  necessary 
to  compel  work  or  lalwr  in  the  execution  of 
the  sentence,  or  to  maintain  proper  disci- 
pline, is  an  assault,  as  a  person  by  convic- 
tion of  crime  does  not  lose,  except  as  ex- 
pressly provided  by  statute,  his  right  to 
personal  security  against  unlawful  invasion. 
Wcstbrook  v.  State,  a6:  591,  06  S.  E.  788, 
133  Ga.  578. 

2.  One  who  enters  another's  house  for  a 
wrongful  purpose  has  a  perfect  right  of 
self-defense,  if,  when  discovered,  he  aban- 
dons his  purpose,  flees  from  the  building, 
and  is  pursued  and  assaulted  by  the  owner 
of  the  property.  Cox  v.  State, -36:  631,  123 
8.  W.  696,  —  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  — . 

(Annotated) 

ASSEMBIiY  HAIili. 

Authority  of  town  to  construct,  see  Mu- 
nicipal Corporations,  5. 

ASSESSMENTS. 

For  public  improvements,  sec  Public 
Improvements. 
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ASSETS. 

Of  bankrupt,  see  Bankruptcy,  3-5. 
Debt    by    administrator    to   estate    as, 
see  Executors  and  Administrators, 
2. 

ASSIGNMENT. 

Of    negotiable    paper,    see    Bills    and 

Notes,  8-11. 
Inability    to    transferee    of    corporate 

franchise,  see  Colorations,  1-3. 
Right  of  assignee  of  mortgage  to  open 

default  judgment  quieting  title  as 

against  assignor,  see  Judgment,  14. 

ASSIGNMENT  FOR  CREDITORS. 

Right  of  trustee  in  bankruptcy  who 
succeeds  assignee  of  creditors,  as  to 
right  or  interest  available  in  as- 
signee, but  which  did  not  exist  in 
assignor,  see  Bankruptcy,  6. 

ASSOCIATIONS. 

As  to  building  and  loan  associations, 
see  Building  and  Loan  Associations. 

Libel  by  letter  to  members  of,  in  regard 
to  collection  egent,  see  Libel  and 
Slander. 

ASSUMPSIT. 

Recovery  of  amount  paid  on  -forged 
check,  see  Banks,  1,  2. 

A  ward  cannot  sue  her  guardian  in 
assumpsit  to  enforce  payment  of  the 
amount  remaining  in  the  guardian's  hands, 
before  settlement  of  his  account  in  the 
court  having  original  jurisdiction  thereof, 
although  the  guardianship  has  in  law  ceased, 
since  for  purposes  of  settlement  the  guard- 
ianship is  deemed  to  continue.  Mitchell  t. 
Penny,  a6:  788,  66  S.  E.  1003,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

(Annotated) 

ASSUMPTION  OP  RISK. 

By  servant,  see   Master  and  Servant, 

As  question  for  jury,  see  Trial,  12. 

ATTACHMENT. 

1.  A  contract  to  hire  a  livery  rig  for  a 
certain  number  of  days  is  not  within  the 
purview  of  a  statute  allowing  an  attach- 
ment when  the  debt  is  for  an  article  the 
price  of  which  should  have  been  paid  at 
the  time  of  delivery,  which  the  debtor  re- 
fuses to  do.  Kilpatrick  v.  Inman,  26:  188, 
105  Pac.  1080,  46  Colo.  514. 

2.  Failure  to  take  according  to  contract 
a  livery  rig  which  had  been  engaged  for  a 
few  days  will  not  support  an  attachment 
on  the  theory  of  fraud,  since  it  is  a  mere 
breach  of  contract.  Kilpatrick  v.  Inman, 
a6:  188,  105  Pac.  1080,  46  Colo.  514. 

ATTORNEYS. 

Right  of  executor  to  recover  attorneys' 
fees   paid   by   him,   see   Executors 
and  Administrators,  3. 
Argument  of,  see  Trial,  1. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S,) 


ATTORNEYS'  FEES. 

Effect  of  provision  for,  in  mortgage  on 
negotiable  note  secured  thercbv, 
see  Bills  and  Notes,  6,  7. 

AUTOMOBILES. 

Forbidding  use  of  dangerous  high- 
ways by,  as  denial  of  equal  prtv- 
tection,  see  Constitutional  Lav,  i. 

Master's  liability  for  negligence  of  sen- 
ant  in  operating,  see  Master  tod 
Servant,  17,  19. 

Who  is  liable  for  negligence  of  chaiifT>>u: 
in  charge  of  rented  automobile,  -iv 
Master  and  Servant,  1. 

1.  Forbidding  the  use  of  automobiles  la 
highways  constructed  over  deep  ravines  jni 
along  the  edges  of  -cliffs,  to  protect  the  live* 
of  their  occupants  and  of  those  attemplin; 
to  use  horses  along  such  roads,  is  reason- 
able. State  T.  Mayo,  a6:  503,  75  Atl.  :^<o. 
—  Me.  — .  (Annotate  I 

2.  Running  an  automobile  on  the  pul'.t 
streets  at  night  without  lights,  in  vioU 
tion  of  the  statutory  requirements,  is  evi- 
dence of  negligence.  Zoltovski  v.  Ozclls. 
36:  435,  124  N.  W.  527,  159  Mich.  620. 

3.  A  thirteen-year-old  boy  at  plar  :d 
the  street  is  guilty  of  negligence  in'  lie- 
coming  so  engrossed  in  bis  play  that  V- 
attempts  to  run  across  the  street  directly 
in  front  of  an  apprnachin;;  automol-ilf 
without  taking  any  precaution  to  sec  if 
such  a  machine  or  other  vehicle  is  approncl. 
ing.  Zoltovski  v.  Gzella,  26:  435,  124  X.  \V. 
527,  169  Mich.  620.  (Annotat<>d. 

BAIIiMENT. 

As  to  warehousemen,  see  Warehouse- 
men. 

BAKERS. 

(Constitutionality  of  statute  regulating, 
see  Constitutional  Law,  20. 

BANKRUPTCY. 

Proper    remedy    to    review    decree  of 

bankruptcy  court,  see  Appeal  anl 

Error,  1. 
Conflict  of  laws  as  to  right  of  dnvtr 

in  land  of  bankrupt,  see  Conflivt  <•: 

Laws,  4,  5. 
Power  of  Congress  to  terminate  dower 

rights  on  bankruptcy  of  liusbanil, 

see  Dower. 

Jurisdiction. 

1.  That  property  of  a  bankrupt  is  lo- 
cated in  a  district  other  than  that  in  wliioli 
bankruptcy  proceedings  against  him  are  in- 
stituted, does  not  prevent  the  court's  deter- 
mining all  liens  and  interests  affecting  it. 
Thomas  v.  Woods,  26:  1180,  173  Fed.  a>vi, 
97  C.  C.  A.  535. 

Who  may  be  adjadged  bankrapt. 

2.  A  corporation  whose  principal  bus- 
iness is  making  and  connecting  arches,  whII-n 
and  abutments,  bridges,  buildings,  etc.,  out  of 
concrete,  in  carrying  on  which  business  it 
buys  and  combines  together  raw  material*, 
and  supplies  the  necessary  labor,  machiner)- 
and  appliances,  is  a  "corporation  engaged 
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principally  in  manufacturing,"  within  tlie 
iiieaiiing  of  the  bankrupt  act  of  July  1, 
1898  (30  Stat,  at  L.  544,  chap.  541,  U.  S. 
Comp.  Stat.  IQOL  p.  3418),  §  4,  an  amended 
by  the  act  of  February  5,  1903  (32  Stat,  at 
L.  707,  chap.  487,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  Supp. 
1909,  p.  1309),  defining  the  persons  or  cor- 
porations which  may  be  adjudged  involun- 
tnry  bankrupts,  although  such  company 
maices  its  product,  and  gives  it  form  and 
8lia|)e,  at  the  place  where  it  is  to  remain. 
Friday  v.  Hall  &  Kaul  Co.  a6:  475,  30  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  261,  216  U.  S.  449,  54  L.  ed.  — . 

(Annotated) 

Assets. 

3.  A  statute  permitting  a  married 
woman  to  take  out  insurance  on  her  hus- 
band's life  does  not  render  exempt,  under 
the  bankruptcy  act,  the  policy  taken  out 
by  him  and  payable  to  her  if  she  survives 
him,  otherwise  to  his  estate  or  benettciary 
dpsignated  by  him,  and  which  may  be  sur- 
rendered by  him  for  cash  or  value.  Be  White, 
a6:  451,  174  Fed.  333,  98  C.  C.  A.  206. 

4.  The  trustee  has  a  right  to  surrender 
insurance  on  the  life  of  the  bankrupt,  and 
receive  the  proceeds,  where  the  policy  pro- 
vides that  it  shall  be  payable  to  his  wife  if 
she  survive  him,  otherwise  to  his  estate,  or 
to  any  beneficiary  to  be  named  by  him,  and 
whicli  permits  the  insured  himself  at  any 
time  to  surrender  the  policy  for  paid-up  in- 
surance or  other  value.  Re  White,  a6:  451, 
174  Fed.  333,  98  C.  C.  A.  205.      (Annotated) 

5.  A  lien  acquired  under  the  state  law 
by  an  assignee  for  creditors,  upon  property 
which  had  been  conditionally  sold  to  the 
assignor  by  an  instrument  not  filed  with  the 
register  of  deeds  as  required  by  statute, 
may,  upon  order  of  the  court  of  bank- 
ruptcy, be  retained  by  the  trustee  for  the 
benefit  of  the  creditors,  upon  his  succeeding 
the  assignee  by  the  institution  of  bank- 
ruptcy proceedings  against  the  assignor,  in 
view  of  that  provision  of  the  bankruptcy 
law  which  provides  that  claims  which,  for 
want  of  record,  are  not  valid  liens  as 
against  the  claims  of  creditors  of  the  bank- 
rupt, shall  not  be  liens  against  his  estate. 
Re  Fish  Bros.  Wagon  Co.  a6:  433,  »0  C.  C. 
A.  427,  164  Fed.  553.  (Annotated) 
Dischargre;  effect. 

6.  A  promise  to  pay  the  balance  of  an 
indebtedness  discharged  in  bankruptcy  can- 
not be  implied  from  a  subsequent  part  pay- 
ment, since,  as  a  discharge  absolutely  ex- 
tinguishes the  pre-existing  debts,  an  express 
promise  to  pay  is  necessary  in  order  to 
revive  a  liability  upon  a  claim  so  discharged. 
Matthewson  v.  Needham,  36:  274,  105  Pac. 
436,   81  Kan.  340.  (Annotated) 

7.  Immunity  of  a  contractor  from  lia- 
bility to  a  personal  judgment  because  of 
being  adjudged  a  bankrupt  will  not  give  a 
materialman  who  has  furnished  materials 
to  be  used  in  improving  the  property  of 
another,  a  right  to  foreclose  his  lien  in 
equity  against  the  property  of  such  third 
person.  Pike  Bros.  Lumber  Co.  v.  Mitchell, 
36:  409,  64  S.  £.  998,  132  Ga.  675. 

(Annotated) 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


BAXKS. 

Validity  of  consideration  for  note  given 
to  cover  shortage  of  employee,  see 
Bills  and  Notes,  2,  3. 

Payment  of  checks;   forgeries. 

1.  A  bank  which  pays  to  a  bona  fide 
holder  a  forged  check  purporting  to  be 
drawn  upon  it  by  one  of  its  depositors  can- 
not recover  the  amount  paid  from  the  inno- 
cent holder.  Pennington  County  Bank  v. 
First  State  Bank,  36:  849,  125  N.  W.  119, 
—  Minn.  — . 

Collections. 

2.  A  bank  which  takes  a  forged  check 
from  a  stranger,  although  without  inquiry 
or  investigation,  and  indorses  thereon  "For 
collection,"  and;  together  with  a  request  for 
telegraphic  advice  if  the  check  is  honored, 
forwards  it  to  the  drawee  bank,  is  a  bona 
fide  holder  so  as  to  prevent  recovery  there- 
from after  discovery  of  the  forgery  by  the 
drawee  bank,  which,  in  accordance  with  such 
request,  had  remitted  the  amount  to  the 
indorsee  bank,  which  had  in  turn  paid  it  to 
the  one  presenting  it  for  payment.  Pen- 
nington County  Bank  v.  First  State  Bank, 
36:  849,  126  N.  W.  119,  —  Minn.  — . 

3.  The  mere  retention,  by  the  owner,  of 
a  check  returned  to  him  protested  by  a 
collecting  agent,  is  not  a  ratification  of  the 
latter's  act  in  refunding  money  paid  on  the 
check,  under  a  claim  that  it  was  fraudulent- 
ly issued,  where  he  has  no  notice  that  the 
check  had  been  paid  and  the  money  re- 
turned. Monongahela  Bank  v.  First  Nat. 
Bank,  a6:  1098,  76  Atl.  359,  226  Pa.  270. 

4.  A  collecting  bank  which  returiis  to 
the  drawee  money  paid  on  the  check  l>ecause 
it  receives  notice  that  the  check  is  fraudu- 
lent cannot,  in  an  action  by  its  principal  to 
hold  it  liable  for  the  fund  so  returned,  set 
up  the  fact  that  the  principal  had  notice  of 
the  fraud,  and  therefore  could  not  have  en- 
forced payment  of  the  cheek  against  the 
drawee.  Monongahela  Bank  v.  First  Nat. 
Bank,  36:  1098,  75  Atl.  359,  226  Pa.  270. 

(Annotated) 
Taking   deposit  while  Insolvent. 

6.  The  director  of  a  bank  who  keeps 
open  for  the  receipt  of  deposits  one  of  its 
branches,  knowing  that  the  bank  is  insol- 
vent, may  be  convicted  under  a  statute  pro- 
viding for  the  punishment  of  an  agent  of  a 
bank  who  receives  deposits  knowing  the 
establishment  to  be  insolvent,  although  he 
is  not  present  in  the  town  where  the  branch 
is  located,  and  has  no  part  in  the  manual 
receipt  of  the  deposit.  State  v.  Mitchell, 
36:  1073,  61  So.  4,  —  Miss.  — .    (Annotated) 


BAR. 

Of  judgment,  see  Judgment,  4-12. 
Of   limitation,   see   Limitation   of   Ac- 
tions. 


BATH  HOUSE. 

Forbidding  solicitation  of  business  by, 
at  railroad  stations,  see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  30. 
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BEHAVIOR— BONDHOLDERS. 


BEHAVIOR. 

Eyidence  of  good  behavior  of  prosecu- 
trix on  prosecution  for  incest,  see 
Evidence,  31. 

BENEFITS. 

Deduction  for,  in  condemnation  pro- 
ceedings, see  Damages,  9,  16. 

BENEVOIiENT  SOCIETIES. 

Insurance  by,  see-  Insurance. 

BBTTERMENTS. 

Consideration  for  landlord's  promise  to 
pay  for,  see  Contracts,  3. 

BllitiS  AND  NOTES. 

Conflict  of  laws  as  to  validity  of  note 
signed  by  married  woman,  see  Con- 
flict of  Laws,  1,  2. 

Securing  execution  of  duplicate  note  by 
fraud  and  pausing  it  for  value  as 
forgery,  see  Forgery. 

Keceaaity  of  pleading  foreign  law  as 
to,  see  Pleading,  1. 

Surety  on,  see  Principal  and  Surety. 

Construction  of  negotiable  instruments 
law,  see  Statutes,  11. 

Conflict  between  negotiable  instruments 
law  and  statutes  defining  rights 
and  liabilities  of  surety,  see  Stat- 
utes, 17. 

Intent  of  payee  in  adding  clause  to 
note  as  question  for  jury,  see  Trial, 
6. 

Consideration. 

Consideration  of  contracts,  generally, 
see  Contracts,  3-S. 

1.  An  oral  promise  to  pay  a  commis- 
sion to  a  broker  for  the  sale  of  real  estate 
constitutes  a  suflicient  consideration  to  sup- 
port a  promissory  note  given  in  payment  of 
such  commission,  although  such  promise,  so 
long  as  it  rests  in  parol,  is  unenforceable 
bv  statute.  Mohr  v.  Rickgauer,  a6:  533,  117 
N.  W.  950,  82  Neb.  398. 

2.  The  fact  that  bank  officers  desire  to 
adjust  a  defalcation  •f  a  bank  employee 
before  the  arrival  of  the  bank  examiner 
does  not  of  itself  show  an  unlawful  and  in- 
valid consideration  for  a  note  given  to  cover 
the  shortage.  Galena  Nat.  Bank  v.  Ripley, 
a6:  993,  104  Pac.  807,  56  Wash.  615. 

(Annotated) 
'  3.  Forbearance  by  a  bank  to  prosecute 
a  defaulting  officer,  or  prove  a  claim  ttgainst 
his  estate,  is  a  good  and  valid  conaideration 
for  a  note  given  by  his  son  to  cover  ilie 
shortage.  Galena  Nat.  Bank  v.  Ripley,  36: 
993,  104  Pac.  807,  55  Wash.  615. 
Negotiability. 

4.  A  note  not  containing  the  words  "to 
order"  or  "bearer,"  or  their  equivalent,  is 
not  negotiable  under  the  provisions  of  the 
negotiable  instruments  law.  Wettlaufef  v. 
Baxter,  a6:  804,  125  S.  W.  741,  —  Ky.  — . 

5.  The  provision  of  the  negotiable  in- 
struments law  that  an  instrument  is  pay- 
able to  bearer  when  the  last  indorsement  is 
in  blank  does  not  convert  into  a  negotiable 
instrument  a  note  which  does  not  contain 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


words  of  negotiability  on  its  face.  Wettltu- 
fer  V.  Baxter,  a6:  804,  125  S.  W.  741,  —  Ky. 
— .  (Annotated) 

6.  A  provision,  in  a  mortgage  securing 
a  promissory  note,  for  attorneys'  fees  in  the 
event  of  foreclosure,  does  not  render  the 
note  non-negtiable, — at  least  where  the  pro- 
visions of  the  mortgage  are  not,  by  direct 
stipulation  in  the  note,  made  a  part  there- 
of. Farmers'  Nat.  Bank  v.  McCall,  26:»i;, 
106  Pac.  866,  —  Okla.  — .  (Annotated) 

7.  A  provision,  in  a  mortgage  securigj; 
a  contemporaneous  note,  for  attorneys'  fees 
in  the  event  of  foreclosure,  is  not  made  t 
part  of  the  note,  so  as  to  destroy  its  nego- 
tiability, by  a  statute  providing  that  when 
several  contracts  relate  to  the  same  matten 
between  the  parties,  and  are  made  as  parts 
of  substantially  one  transaction,  they  are 
to  be  taken  together,  as  such  statute  con- 
stitutes a  rule  of  interpretation  merely; 
and  the  mortgage  and  note  therefore  remain 
separate  contracts  except  for  purposes  of 
interpretation.  Fanners'  Nat.  Bank  v.  Mc- 
Call, 36:  317.  106  Pac.  866,  —  Okla.  — . 
Indorsement  and  transfer. 

Effect  of  blank  indorsement  to  nike 
non-negotiable  instrument  negotia- 
ble, see  supra,  6. 

8.  Title  to  a  non-negotiable  note  tnar 
be  transferred  by  indorsement  and  delivery, 
but  the  assignee  acquires  the  instrument 
subject  to  the  law  applicable  to  non-ne^- 
tiable  paper.  Wettlaufer  v.  Baxter,  i6; 
804,  125  S.  W.  741,  —  Ky.  — . 

9.  The  assignor  of  a  non-negoti&M? 
note  is  not  liable  thereon,  unless  the  maker 
has  been  prosecuted  with  due  diligence  to 
insolvency.  Wettlaufer  v.  Baxter,  26:804, 
125  S.  W.  741,  —  Ky.  — . 

Rights  and  liabilities  of  transferees. 
Who  is  bona  fide  holder  of  forged  check, 
see  Banks,  2. 

10.  A  bona  fide  holder  is  one  who  re- 
ceives the  instrument  in  the  ordinary  courx- 
of  business,  in  good  faith,  and  for  a  valuable 
consideration.  Pennington  County  Bank  t. 
First  State  Bank,  36: 849,  125  K.  W. 
119,  —  Minn.  — . 

11.  The  holder  of  a  negotiable  note 
executeu  as  collateral  security  for  an  ant.-- 
cedent  debt,  which  has  been  extended  on 
account  of  the  giving  of  such  collateral.  rv>- 
tains  the  same  unaffected  by  equities  be- 
tween the  original  parties  of  which  he  h«<! 
no  notice.  Farmers'  Nat.  Bank  v.  McCal', 
36:  317,  106  Pac.  866,  —  Okla.  — . 

BONA  FIDE  PtTRCHASEItS. 

Of  bills  or  notes,  see  Bills  and  Note*. 
Burden  of  establishing  good  faith,  «» 

Evidence,  4. 
Sufficiency  of  evidence  to  show  notice 

to  purchaser,  see  Evidence.  44. 
Of  land,  see  Vendor  attd  Purchaser,  2  4. 

BONDHOLDERS. 

Joinder  of  bondholders  profectcd  h^ 
mortgage,  with  trustee  a<  partio* 
defendant,  see  Parties,  5. 
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BONDING  COMPAXY. 

See  Principal  and  Surety. 

tONDS. 

Instruction  as  to  interest  in  action  on, 

see  Appeal  and  Error,  33. 
Estoppel  by,  see  Estoppel,  I. 

ty  public  depository. 

Estoppel  of  surety  as  to  extent  of  lia- 
bility under  bond,  see  Estoppel,  1. 

1.  A  surety  company  furnishing  a  bond 
o  the  state  for  a  state  depository  cannot 
esist  liability  thereon  on  the  ground  that 
he  state  treasurer  had  connived  with  the 
epository  to  deposit  funds  therein  contrary 

0  law.  United  States  Fidelity  &  G.  Co. 
.  State,  26:  865,  106  Pao.  1040,  81  Kan.  660. 

(Annotated) 
ifunlclpal  bonds. 

2.  When  the  power  of  a  municipal  cor- 
>oration  to  issue  water  bonds  is  derived 
rom  a  statute  which  imposes  the  condition 
■recedent  that  any  issuance  of  bonds  for 
uch  purpose  must  first  be  submitted  to, 
nd  authorized  by  the  voters,  the  voters  can- 
lot  delegate  to  the  city  council  the  power  to 
ix  the  amount  of  the  Itonds.  Stern  v.  Fargo, 
6:  665,  122  N.  W.  403,  —  N.  D.  — . 

3.  The  issuing  of  bonds  by  a  city  tot 
he  construction  of  waterworks  and  for  an 
lectric  light  plant  being  for  different  pur- 
loses,  a  resolution  of  the  city  council  pro- 
iding  for  an  election  to  vote  on  the  is- 
uance  of  bonds  for  the  construction  of  a 
.■aterworks  pumping  station,  and  an  elcc- 
ric  light  plant  in  connection  with  such 
tation,  does  not  provide  for  the  submission 
f  the  question  of  the  issuance  of  bonds  for 

single  purpose  by  the  use  of  the  phrase 
in  connection  with,"  so  as  not  to  fall  with- 

1  the  rule  that  two  independent  proposi- 
ions  cannot  be  so  submitted  as  to  require 

vote  for  or  against  both.    Stern  v.  Fargo, 
6:  665,  122  N.  W.  403,  —  N.  D.  — . 

(Annotated) 
_  4.  A  resolution  of  a  city  council  pro- 
iding  for  an  election  to  vote  on  the  issu- 
nce  of  bonds,  and  the  notice  by  the  city 
uditor  of  such  election,  which  state  the 
urposes  of  the  bond  issue  to  be  for  the 
onstruction  of  a  waterworks  pumping 
tation  and  to  install  an  electric  light 
lant  in  connection  therewith,  state  two  in- 
epcndent  purposes  in  one  propositidn,  by 
•ason  of  which  the  voter  must  vote  either 
jr  or  against  both,  whereas  he  is  entitled 

0  vote  for  or  against  either,  separately; 
nd  an  election  made  pursuant  to  such 
:>»olution   and  notice   is   thereby   rendered 

1  valid.  Stern  v.  Fargo,  a6:  665,  122  N.  W 
03,  —  N.  D.  — . 

6.  A  resolution  of  a  city  council  pro- 
iding  for  a  bond  issue  election,  and  a  notice 
f  such  election,  under  a  statute  requiring 
tint  the  question  of  issuing  bonds  for  the 
}nstruction  of  waterworks  shall  be  subniit- 
?d  to  the  voters  of  the  city  after  notice 
lating  the  purpose  for  which  the  bonds  are 
}  be  issued,  must  both  state  the  sprciflc 
urpose  for  which  the  bonds  are  to  be  is- 
«  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


sued.     Stem  v.  Fargo,  a6:  665,  122  N.  W. 
403,  —  N.  D.  — . 

6.  As  the  duties  of  a  city  auditor  in 
issuing  notice  of  a  municipal  bond  issue 
election  are  purely  ministerial,  such  notice 
must  follow  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
resolution  authorizing  the  election.  Stern 
V.  Fargo,  ae:  665,  122  N.  W.  403,  —  N.  D. 

7.  A  resolution  of  a  city  council  provid- 
ing for  the  issuance  of  $100,000  in  bonds, 
or  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  required  for 
the  construction  of  a  waterworks  pumping 
station  and  electric  light  plant,  and  a  notice 
of  an  election  to  vote  on  such  issuance,  in 
the  same  language  as  the  resolution,  do  not 
state  the  amount  of  the  bonds  to  be  voted 
upon,  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  re- 
quiring such  notice  to  state  the  amount  of 
the  bonds  to  be  issued,  as  thereunder  voters 
are  entitled  to  know  definitely  what  is 
proposed  in  the  way  of  increasing  the  mu- 
nicipal indebtedness;  and  an  election  held 
pursuant  to  such  defective  notice  is  invalid. 
Stern  v.  Fargo,  36:  665,  122  N.  W.  403,  — 
N.  D.  — . 


BROKERS. 

Consideration  of  note  given  in  payment 
of  commission,  see  Bills  and  Notes, 
1. 

Consideration  for  promise  to  pay  for 
services  of,  see  Contracts,  5. 

Injunction  by  Federal  court  against 
suit  in  state  court  to  recover  com- 
pensation, see  Courts,  9. 

Bringing  brokers  into  suit  by  cross  bill 
for  purpose  of  settling  compeiuia- 
tion,  see  Pleading,  13. 

As  to  factors,  see  Factors. 


BniiDINO      AND      liOAN      ASSOCIA- 
TIONS. 

Evidence  by  officers  of,  as  to  terms  of 
loan  to  married  woman  secured 
through  husband  since  deceased, 
see  Evidence,  27. 

Special  legislation  as  to,  see  Statutes, 
6. 

A  second  auction  of  funds  on  the 
same  evening  is  not  prevented  by  a  pro- 
vision of  a  by-law  of  a  building  and  loan 
association  to  the  effect  that  no  loan  shall 
be  made  to  a  second  bidder  on  the  same 
evening  for  a  premium  lower  than  the  suc- 
cessful bid.  Spithover  v.  Jefferson  Bldg.  & 
Loan  Asso.  a6:  1135,  125  S.  W.  766,  —  Mo. 


BUILDING  CONTRACT. 

Cost  of  building  as  measure  of  recovery 
by  contractor,  see  Damages,  4. 

BtJIIiDINGS. 

Building  regulations  as  interference, 
with  property,  see  Constitutional' 
Law,  15. 

Elevators  in,  sec  Elevators. 
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BURDEN  OF  PROOF— CARRIERa 


Power  of  executor  to  Insert  restrictive 
covenants  in  deeds,  see  Executors 
and  Administrators,  1. 

Lien  on,  see  Mechanics'  Liens. 

Power  of  municipality  to  provide  for 
appointment  of  deputy  building  in- 
spector, see  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions, 2,  3. 

1.  A  municipal  ordinance  declaring  it 
unlawful  to  construct  any  wooden  building 
within  the  Are  limits  of  the  city  is  not 
violated  by  a  repairing  or  remodeling  ot  a 
wooden  building,  unless  it  is  done  to  the 
extent  of  substantially  erecting  a  "new 
building"  as  that  word  is  commonly  under- 
stood. Mayville  v.  Rosing,  26:  lao,  123  N. 
W.  393,  —  N.  D.  — .  (Annotated) 

2.  A  municipal  ordinance  requiring  all 
repairs  to  roofs  within  the  fire  limits  to  be 
of  noninflammable  material  does  not  pro- 
hibit the  replacing  of  a  few  wooden  shingles 
with  new  ones  of  the  same  material,  since 
the  fire  risk  is  not  thereby  materially  iu- 
crcnsed.  Seneca  v.  Cochran,  36:  124,  00  K. 
E.  288,  —  S.  C.  — .  (Annotated) 

3.  To  violate  a  municipal  ordinance  de- 
claring it  unlawful  to  construct  any  wooden 
building  within  the  established  fire  limits 
of  a  city,  the  acts  must  be  brought  within 
the  terms  of  the  ordinance,  or  synonymous 
terms,  or  terms  included  within  the  terms  of 
the  ordinance;  and  the  words  "repairing" 
and  "remodeling"  are  not  synonymous,  or 
included  within  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"building."  Mayville  v.  Rosing,  26:  lao,  123 
N.  W.  303,  —  N.  D.  — . 

4.  No  conviction  can  be  had  under  a 
municipal  ordinance  declaring  it  unlawful  to 
construct  any  wooden  building  within  the 
established  Are  limits  of  the  city,  solely  on 
the  fact  that  the  acts  complained  of  are 
within  the  spirit  or  purpose  of  the  ordi- 
nance. Mayville  v.  Rosing,  36:  lao,  123  N. 
W.  393,  —  N.  D.  — . 

6.  The  changing  of  a  wooden  building 
42  feet  long,  24  feet  wide,  and  10  feet  high 
at  the  highest  point  outside  of  a  skylight 
about  17  feet  high  at  its  highest  point,  the 
sides  of  which  building  were  of  unequal 
height,  by  the  removal  of  the  roof  and 
skylight,  and  the  raising  of  the  building, 
except  at  the  front,  3i  feet  on  one  side  and 
7i  feet  on  the  other,  thereby  making  the 
sides  of  equal  height;  and  the  building  of 
an  addition  on  the  rear  16  feet  of  the  upper 
part,  which  addition  contains  four  rooms 
and  has  a  peaked  roof,  the  peak  of  which  is 
17  feet  and  the  base  12  feet  from  the 
ground;  the  front  of  {he  building  not  being 
changed  as  to  height  or  appearance,  and  the 
only  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  sides 
being  that  made  by  the  increased  height, — 
does  not  constitute  a  violation  of  a  mu- 
nicipal ordinance  declaring  it  unlawful  to 
construct  a  wooden  building  within  the  fire 
limits  of  the  city.  Mavvills  v.  Rosing,  26: 
lao,  123  N.  W.  393,  —  N.  D.  — . 

UURDKN  OP  PROOF. 

In  general,  see  Evidence,  1-8. 
28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


BY-LAWS. 

Of  building  and  loan  assoeiationt,  Me 
Building  and  Loan  Associations. 

CANCELATION. 

Of  tax  assessment,  see  Taxes,  0. 

CAPTION. 

Sufficiency  of  caption  of  indietment,  ace 
Indictment,  etc.,  3. 

CARRIERS. 

Elevators  as  carrier*,  flee  Eleraton. 
Injury  to   employees,   see  Master  ind 

Servant. 
Injury  to  children  near  railroad  track 

by  fall  of  material  from  car,  ece 

Negligence,   2. 

Duty  to  transport.  ^ 

Compulsory  election  as  to  form  of  wn- 
cdy  for  refusal  to  transport  pas- 
senger, see  Appeal  and  Error,  23. 

Directing  verdict  for  carrier  in  actiot 
for  refusal  to  transport,  see  Trial, 
21. 

1.  A  common  carrier  is  bound  to  a^ 
cept  as  a  pnssenger  one  who  is  ill,  providtd 
it  can  furnish  the  necessary  accommiidi- 
tions,  and  the  passenger  is  willing  to  pay 
for  what  he  demands.  Connors  v.  (\in.ir'l 
Steamship  Co.  a6:  171,  90  N.  E.  601,  204 
Mass.   310.  (AnnoUted. 

2.  Neither  a  statute  requiring  passtn- 
ger  vessels  to  carry  a  duly  qualified  medics' 
practitioner,  nor  the  presence  of  such  per- 
son on  the  vessel,  changes  the  carrier's  rig!n 
to  refuse  to  receive  as  an  ordinary  passengfr 
a  person  in  need  of  medical  attention  durici! 
the  voyage.  Connors  v.  Cunard  Stcamsliif 
Co.  26:  171,  00  N.  E.  601,  204  Mass.  310. 

3.  An  ocean  passenger  carrier  has  • 
right  to  refuse  to  receive  as  an  ordinary  jas 
sengcr  a  person  in  need  of  medical  attcnti'T. 
during  the  voyage.  Connora  v.  CunaN 
Steamship  Co.  26:  171,  90  N.  E.  601,  S"*} 
Mass.  310. 

Mcnsure  of  cnro  required;    ncgllgcnct 
generally. 
Joint  action  against  owner  of  track  am! 

other  company  using  track  umter 

license,  see  Action  or  Suit,  3. 
Reversible  error  as  to  instructions  i« 

action  for  injury  to  ]iasscnger,  sf- 

Appeal  and  Error,  32,  36, 
I^resumption  of  negligence  from  injur; 

to  passenger,  see  Evidence.  5. 
Evidence  upon  question  of ' temperature 

and  condition  ot  ear,  see  EviJciic-, 

26. 
Proximate  cause  of  injury  to  pasaenjiT, 

see  Proximate  Cause,  2. 
Negligence   of  carrier   as  question  to 

jury,  see  Trial,  9. 
Inatructious  in  action  for  injury  tojat' 

aenger,  see  Trial,  24. 

4.  A  common  carrier,  being  the  ownw 
of  its  track,  is  liable  to  its  passenger  for 
an  injury  received  in  a  collision  betw«n 
its  car  and  the  car  of  another  carrying  com- 
pany which  it  admits  to  the  joint  use  of  its 
track,  though  the  collision  may  result  whol- 


Digitized  byL^OOQlC 


CARRIERS. 


1253 


ly  from  tlio  npgligpnce  of  the  latter  com- 
panv.  Maunieo  Valley  K.  &  h.  Co.  v.  Mont- 
Knm'ery,  a6:  987,  91  N.  E.  181,  81  Ohio  St. 
426.  ,     '  (Annotated) 

5.  A  carrier  is  liable  to  a  passenger  who 
is  himself  free  from  contributory  negligence, 
for  injuries  caused  by  his  being  struck, 
while  standing  on  the  step  of  a  moving  pas- 
senger car,  by  an  express  truck  which  was 
left  at  night  upon  an  unlighted  depot  plat- 
form, within  5  inches  of  such  passing  train, 
notwithstanding  the  truck  was  placed  in 
such  position  by  an  express  company  which 
was  permitted  to  use  the  platform  for  its 
own  purposes.  Irvin  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co. 
36:  739,  106  Pac.  1063,  87  Kan.  6i0. 

6.  The  operator  of  a  scenic  railway  is 
bound  to  use  the  highest  degree  of  care  and 
caution  for  the  safety  of  its  patrons,  and 
do  all  that  human  care  and  foresight  can 
reasonably  do,  consistent  with  the  mode  of 
conveyance  and  the  practical  operation  of 
the  railway,  to  prevent  accidents  to  patrons 
while  riding  in  its  cars.  O'Callnghan  v.  Dell- 
wood  Park  Co.  26:  1054,  80  N.  E.  1005,  242 
111.   336.  (Annotated) 

7.  A  railroad  company  in  carrying  the 
mail  is  not  a  public  olTicer  or  agent,  so  as  to 
be  exempt  from  liability  for  injuries  caused 
by  the  negligence  of  its  servants  wliich  re- 
sults in  injury  to  a  mail  clerk.  Barker  v. 
Chicago,  P.  &.  St.  L.  R.  Co.  a6:  1058,  90  N. 
E.  1057,  243  111.  482. 

8.  A  railroad  company  is  liable  for  an 
injury  inflicted  upon  a  postal  clerk  in  its 
mail  car  by  the  negligence  of  its  employees, 
to  the  same  extent  as  to  a  passenger  for  hire. 
Barker  v.  Chicago,  P.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  a6: 
1058,  90  N.  £.  1057,  243  111.  482. 

(Annotated) 

9.  One  who  is  not  a  member  of  a  mili- 
tary company,  but  who  volunteers  to  ac- 
company it  on  an  expedition,  to  supply  the 
place  of  a  member,  cannot  hold  the  railroad 
company  liable  for  injury  due  to  the  dis- 
comfort of  a  car  in  which  the  company  is 
carried,  where  he  is  not  subject  to  discipline 
under  the  statute,  since  he  may  avoid  in- 
jury by  going  into  another  car.  Louisville 
&  N.  R.  Co.  V.  Scalf,  a6:  263,  110  S.  W.  802, 
33  Ky.  L.  Rep.  721.  (Annotated) 
Contributory   negligence  of  passenger. 

Consideration  on  appeal  of  question  of 
contributory  negligence,  see  Appeal 
and  Krror,  21. 
10.  A  street  car  company  is  not  liable 
for  injury  to  a  former  passenger  who,  after 
Alighting  from  the  car,  is  injured  by  falling 
5vcr  the  rear  fender,  which  has  become  loose 
from  the  fastenings  intended  to  keep  it  up 
while  the  car  is  running  in  the  opposite  di- 
rection, and  has  fallen  into  the  position 
n-hich  it  should  occupy  if  it  were  in  front 
3f  the  car,  where  the  company  does  not 
know  that  it  is  down,  and  the  passenger 
might  discover  that  fact  by  proper  atten- 
tion, although  the  accident  occurs  after  dark. 
Powers  V.  Connecticut  Co.  36:  405,  74  Atl. 
f>31,   82   Conn.    665.  (Annotated) 

ee  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Ejection  of  passenger. 

11.  One  who,  suffering  from  cancer  and 
the  effects  of  a  recent  surgical  operation, 
so  that  be  will  need  medical  attention  dur- 
ing the  voyage,  purchases  a  steamship  tick- 
et, and  enters  the  vessel  without  notifying 
the  carrier  of  that  fact  and  arranging  for 
the  necessary  care,  cannot  complain  if  the 
carrier  refuses  to  accept  him,  and  puts  him 
ashore  before  the  vessel  begins  its  voyage. 
Connors  v.  Cunard  Steamship  Co.  36:  171, 
90  N.  E.  601,  204  Mass.  310. 

Injuries  in  getting  on  or  olT. 

Reversible   error   as  to   instruction    in 

action  for  injury  to  passenger,  see 

Appeal  and  Error,  35. 
Amendment  of  declaration  as  affecting 

limitation  of  action,  see  Limitation 

of  Actions,  9. 

12.  The  conductor  of  a  street  car  may  be 
found  to  be  negligent  if  he  signals  the  car 
to  start  before  the  intending  passenger  has 
an  opportunity  to  alight  again  in  safety, 
when  he  refuses  to  admit  a  cripple  who,  at- 
tempting to  board  the  car  by  the  wrong 
door,  has  mounted  the  car  steps.  Yancy  v. 
Boston  Elevated  R.  Co.  a6:  1317,  91  N.  £. 
202,  205  Mass.  162. 

13.  The  conductor  of  a  street  car  may  be 
guitly  of  gross  negligence  in  starting  a  car 
with  notice  that  an  intending  passenger, 
who  is  crippled,  is  upon  the  step  at  the  door 
on  the  wrong  side  of  the  car,  seeking  ad- 
mission, before  giving  him  an  opportunity 
to  alight  after  admission  through  such  door 
lias  been  refused,  where  the  starting  of  the 
car  will  cause  him  to  fall  from  the  car  into 
the  street.  Yancy  v.  Boston  Elevated  R. 
Co.  36:  1317,  91  N.  E.  202,  205  Mass.  162. 

(Annotated) 

14.  A  conductor  in  charge  of  an  open 
street  car  is  not  guilty  of  wilful  and  wanton 
conduct  which  will  render  the  company  lia- 
ble therefor,  who,  upon  seeing  a  newsboy  on 
the  running  board  of  the  car  next  the  par- 
allel track,  and  outside  the  protecting  bar, 
gets  opposite  him  on  the  other  side  of  the 
car  and  waves  his  hand  at  him,  commands 
him  to  get  off  the  cars,  and  steps  between 
the  seats  as  though  to  reach  him,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  boy  jumps  off  when  the 
car  is  going  7  or  8  miles  an  hour,  to  his  in- 
jury. Lebov  v.  Consolidated  R.  Co.  36:  365, 
89  N.  E.  646,  203  Mass.  380.     (Annotated) 

16.  A  cripple  is  not  per  se  negligent  in 
mounting  the  steps  in  attempting,  contrary 
to  a  rule  of  the  company,  to  enter  a  street 
car  on  the  wrong  side,  where  the  door  is 
closed,  where  he  is  ignorant  that  be  will  not 
be  admitted  on  that  aide,  and  he  is  seen  by 
the  conductor.  Yancy  v.  Boston  Elevated 
R.  Co.  36:  I3I7,  91  N.  E.  202,  205  Mass. 
162. 

Carriers  of  freight. 

Unconstitutionality  of  statute  as  to  oth- 
ers as  defense  to  carrier  in  action 
to  recover  statutory  penalty  for  de- 
lay, see  Action  or  Suit,  1,  2. 
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CARRYING  ON  BUSINESS— CHARITIES. 


Statute  prescribing  minimum  rate  of 
speed  for  transportation  of  live 
stock  as  interference  witli  inter- 
state commerce,  see  Commerce,  4. 

Statute  prescribing  minimum  rate  of 
speed  of  transportation  of  live  stoclc 
as  class  legislation,  see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  7. 

Denial  of  due  process  of  law  by  statute 
prescribing  minimum  rate  of  speed 
for  transportation  of  live  stoclc,  see 
Constitutional   Law,   17,   19. 

L'tatute  as  to  rate  of  speed  of  transpor- 
tation of  live  stoclc  as  exercise  of 
police  power,  see  Constitutional 
Law,  28. 

Measure  of  damages  for  breach  of  duty, 
see  Damages,  6. 

Exclusiveness  of  statutory  remedy  for 
failure  to  furnish  cars,  see  Election 
of  Remedies,  3. 

Evidence  as  to  negligence  of  carrier  in 
permitting  cattle  to  become  infect- 
ed with  disease,  see  Evidence,  37. 

Who  may  maintain  action  for  injuries 
to  property  during  transit,  see  Par- 
ties, 2,  3. 

Sufficiency  of  pleading  in  action  to  re- 
cover penalty  for  delay  in  transpor- 
tation, see  Pleading,  5. 

Demurrer  to  petition  in  action  for  fail- 
ure to  furnish  cars,  see  Pleading, 
16. 

Negligence  of  carrier  in  handling  in- 
fected cattle  as  question  for  jury, 
see  Trial,  15. 

16.  A  carrier  is  not  liable  for  injury  to 
cattle  by  contagious  disease  which  makes 
its  appearance  after  the  lapse  of  the  re- 
quired number  of  days  after  their  delivery 
at  destination,  in  the  absence  of  iiegligence 
on  its  part.  Baltimore  &  0.  R.  Co.  v.  Dever, 
a6:  7ia,  75  Atl.  352,  —  Md.  — .  (Annotated) 

17.  One  who  delivers  property  to  a  car- 
rier to  be  transported  to  his  own  order  at  a 
town  where  he  does  not  reside  and  has  no 
representative  or  place  of  business,  under 
a  bill  of  lading  requiring  notice  to  be  given 
him  of  its  arrival,  is  bound  to  put  himself 
in  a  position  to  receive  the  notice.  St. 
Louis,.  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Townes,  a6:  572, 
■124  S.  VV.  1036,  —  Ark.  — .       (Annotated) 

18.  In  an  action  to  recover  the  statutory 
penalty  for  delay  in  transporting  live  stock, 
provided  by  a  statute  binding  carriers  by 
railroad,  when  carrying  stock  between  in- 
trastate points,  to  maintain  a  minimum  rate 
of  speed  from  the  initial  point  to  the  point 
of  feeding  or  destination,  or,  if  over  a  branch 
road  of  less  than  125  miles  in  length,  to 
the  first  division  station,  the  carrier  should 
not  be  charged  with  time  consumed  by  un- 
loading the  stock  for  feed,  water,  and  rest 
at  such  a  division  point,  or  for  failure 
promptly  to  continue  the  shipment  from 
that  point,  where  to  do  so  would  have  com- 
pelled the  carrier  to  operate  its  trains  and 
deliver  the  stock  on  Sunday,  in  violation  of 
law,  although  the  statute  itself  provides  no 
exceptions,  and  does  not  state  what,  if  any. 
defenses  may  or  may  not  be  available  in  an 
action  brought  thereon,  except  that  the  time 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


consumed  in  picking  up  and  setting  out,  and 
loading  or  unloading  stock  at  stations,  shall 
not  be  included.    Cram  v.  Chicago,  B.  &  Q. 
R.  Co.  26:  I033,  122  N.  W.  31,  84  Neb.  607. 
Governmental  control;  rebates. 

Regulation  of  interstate  business  (rf,  see 

Commerce,  4. 
Forbidding  drumming  or  soliciting  bnsi- 
ness  at  railroad  stations,  see  Cod- 
stitutional  Law,  30. 
Review  by  court  of  order  of  railway 
commission  as  to  maintenance  of 
station,  see  Courts,  3.  4. 

19.  That  a  station  ordered  I^  a  railway 
commission  will  not  pay  expenses  does  not 
render  the  order  confiscatory  in  effect,  where 
the  revenue  from  the  entire  road  in  thestat« 
at  lea«t  will  not  be  relatively  diminished 
to  any  great  extent.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  F.  B. 
Co.  V.  Nebraska  State  R.  Com.  36:  444,  \H 
N.  W.  477,  85  Neb.  818.  (Annotated) 

20.  An  allowance  to  a  packer  of  a  certain 
sum  per  car  for  the  use  of  his  private  track 
in  hauling  freight  from  his  plant  out  to 
his  property  line,  where  the  track  joins  that 
of  a  carrier  forming  part  of  an  interstate 
system,  which .  is  in  uie  form  of  a  refund 
of  terminal  charges,  is  an  illegal  rebate  un- 
der the  Elkins  act.  Chicago  &  A.  R.  Co.  v. 
United  SUtes,  26:  551,  84  0.  C.  A.  324,  13« 
Fed.  558.  (Annotated) 

CARRYING  OX  BUSINESS. 

What  constitutes,  see  Corporaticms,  7. 

CARS. 

Election  of  remedy  in  case  of  carrier's 
failure  to  furnish,  see  Election  of 
Remedies,  3. 

CASE. 

For  conspiracy,  see  Conspiracy. 

Statute  limiting  time  for  action  of  tres- 
pass on  the  case  as  governing  ac- 
tion for  injury  to  real  propeity, 
see  Limitation  of  Actions,  6. 

CAUSE. 

Of  death  of  insured,  see  Insurance.  8. 
Proximate  cause,  see  Proximate  Cause. 

CHANGE. 

Of  venue,  see  Venue,  4. 

CHARITABIiE  INSTITUTIONS. 

See  Charities. 

CHARITIES. 

Charitable  gift  as  perpetuity,  see  Vet- 

petuities. 
Exemption  from  taxation,  see  Taxes,  2r 

6,  7. 
Trustees  of  charitable  trust,  see  also 

Trusts,  3,  4. 
Equitable  conversion  in  ease  of  gift  to 

charity,  see  Wills,  10. 
1.  A  charitable  trust  will  be  liberally 
construed,  that  it  may  be  rendered  eiTectuaL 
Re  Sacrison,  26:  724,  123  N.  W.  618,  —  N. 
D.  — . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHATTEL  MORTGAGE— CLOUD  ON  TITLE, 


1266 


Conditions. 

2.  The  expression  by  a  testator  in  a 
will  directing  that  his  residuary  estate  be 
devoted  to  the  establishment  of  a  children's 
hcHne  in  a  foreign  country,  to  be  under  the 
charge  of  the  poor  ofhcers  of  a  certain  ter- 
ritorial municipality  thereof,  of  a  desire 
that  his  executor  arrange  with  such  officers 
that  such  municipality  provide  half  the  cost 
of  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
such  home,  if  possible,  and  also  that  the 
services  of  such  authorities  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  home  be  without  charge,  does 
not  make  compliance  with  such  desire  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  the  carrying  out  of  the 
trust,  but  is  a  mere  recommendation  of  the 
testator.  Re  Sacrison,  26:  724,  123  N.  W. 
518,  —  N.  D.  — . 

Acceptance  by  trustee. 

3.  Where  a  charitable  bequest  is  made 
to  trustees  in  a  foreign  country,  it  will  not 
be  assumed  that,  should  such  trustees  refuse 
to  act,  a  foreign  court  will  permit  the  trust 
to  fail,  but  it  will  be  assumed  that  it  will 
appoint  a  trustee.  Re  Sacrison,  26:  724, 
123  N.  W.  518,  —  N.  D.  — . 
Deftniteness ;  discretion  of  trustee. 

4.  A  testator  who,  in  providing  that  his 
residuary  estate  be  devoted  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  children's  home  in  Sweden, 
directs  that  such  home,  when  established, 
shall  be  under  the  charge  of  the  officers  of 
a  certain  territorial  municipality  having  su- 
pervision of  the  poor  thereof,  "but  whose 
official  designation  is  not  known  to  me  at 
this  time,  the  selection  of  such  officers  being 
left  to  my  executor,  to  be  selected  and  des- 
ignated in  accordance  with  the  laws"  of 
Sweden, — thereby  designates  trustees  with 
sufficient  certainty  to  prevent  defeat  of  the 
trust  for  want  thereof,  as  such  provision 
sufficiently  expresses  the  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  testator  to  designate  as  trustees 
of  tlie  fund  such  officers  and  tlieir  successors 
as  have,  under  the  laws  of  Sweden,  super- 
vision of  the  poor  in  such  territorial  mu- 
nicipality, which  designation  is  made  with 
siilTicient  particularity  to  enable  the  exec- 
utor by  the  aid  of  extrinsic  facts  to  deter- 
mine with  absolute  certainty  the  trustees 
intended.  Re  Sacrison,  26:  724,  123  N.  W. 
618,  —  N.  D.  — . 

6.  A  testator  may  vest  in  'his  executor 
the  widest  possible  latitude  for  the  exercise 
of  his  own  best  judgment  in  carrying  out  a 
charitable  bequest,  and  it  will  not  be  held, 
on  that  ground,  too  vague,  indefinite,  and 
uncertain  to  be  legally  enforceable.  Re  Sac- 
rison, 26:  724,  123  N.  W.  518,  —  N.  D.  — . 

6.  That  a  will  creating  a  charitable 
trust  fails  expressly  to  designate  a  trustee 
by  name  does  not  operate  to  defeat  the 
trust,  when  by  the  language  of  the  will, 
aided  by  extrinsic  evidence,  it  can  be  deter- 
mined whom  the  testator  intended.  Re  Sac- 
rison, 26:  724,  123  N.  W.  518,  —  N.  D.  — . 

7.  A  will  whereby  a  testator  provides 
that  his  residuary  estate  be  devoted  to  the 
establishment  of  a  children's  home  in  his 
native  country  or  district,  known  as  Torrs- 
kog  sockcn.  Sweden,  for  the  care  of  desti- 
26  L.R.A.(K.S.) 


tute  children  of  that  vicinity,  directs  that 
such  home  be  under  the  charge  of  the  poor 
officers  of  that  district,  and  declares  the  ob- 
ject of  the  trust  to  be  the  amelioration  of 
the  condition  of  the  poor  children  in  Torrs- 
kog  socken, — is  not  void  for  uncertainty  as 
to  the  beneficiaries,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  not  confined  to  the  destitute  children  in 
Torrskog  socken,  but  included  those  resid- 
ing therein  and  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  as 
the  term  "of  that  vicinity"  must  be  deemed 
to  relate  exclusively  to  the  territory  includ- 
ed within  such  socken.  Re  Sacrison,  26: 
724,  123  N.  W.  518,  —  N.  D.  — . 

8.  A  testator  who,  in  bequeathing  his 
residuary  estate  to  establish  a  children's 
home,  designates  the  beneficiaries  as  the 
"destitute  children,"  and  in  another  place 
the  "poor  children"  of  Torrskog  socken, 
Sweden,  which  home  is  to  be  in  charge  of 
the  poor  officers  of  that  socken,  impliedly 
vests  in  such  officers  the  incidental  power 
to  select  the  individuals  within  the  general 
class  designated,  who  are  to  partake  of  his 
bounty.  Re  Sacrison,  26:  724,  123  N.  W. 
518,  —  N.  D.  — . 

CHATTEL  mortgage:. 

Question  for  jury  as  to  whether  chattel 
mortgage  is  intended  to  secure  note, 
see  Trial,  6. 

CHATTELS. 

Sale  of,  see  Sale. 

CHECKS. 

Payment  by  bank  of  forged  checks,  see 

Banks,  I,  2. 
Collection  of,  see  Banks,  2-4. 

CHIIiDREN. 

In  general,  see  Infants. 

CHOICE. 

Of  remedy,  see  Election  of  Remedies. 

CITIZENS. 

Abridging  privileges  and  immunities  of, 
see  Constitutional  Law,  6-13. 

CITIZENSHIP. 

As  affecting  jurisdiction,  see  Courts,  7. 

CITY. 

See  Municipal  Corporations. 

CLASSIFICATION. 

By  statute,  see  Constitutional  Law,  &- 
13;  Statutes,  5,  6. 

CLASS  LEGISLATION. 

See  Constitutional  Law,  5-13. 

CLERKS. 

Delegating  power  to  issue  warrants  of 
arrest,  see  Constitutional  Law,  4. 

CLOUD  ON  TITLE. 

Evidence  in  action  to  quiet  husband's 
title  as  against  wife's  judgment 
creditors,  see  Evidence,  18. 
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Right  of  assignee  of  mortgage  to  open 
default  judgment  quieting  title  as 
against  assignor,  see  Judgment,  14. 

COLLATERAL  ATTACK. 

On  judgment,  see  Judgment. 


COLLECTIONS. 

By  banlc,  see  Banlcs,  1-4. 


COMBINATIONS. 

lillcgal  combinations,  see  Conspiracies; 
Monopoly  and  Combinations. 


OOMITT. 

In  general,  see  Conflict  of  Laws. 
Recognition  of  decree  of  other  state,  see 
Judgment,  13. 


COMMERCE. 

1.  A  statute  which  imposes  a  grazing 
fee  on  all  sheep  entering  the  state,  while  nn 
like  fee  is  imposed  on  sheep  produced  with- 
in the  state,  unduly  interferes  with  inter- 
state commerce  by  levying  a  tax  which  dis- 
criminates against  sheep  imported  from  an- 
other state.  State  v.  Bntterfleld  Live  Stock 
Co.  a6:  1324,  106  Fac.  455,  17  Idaho,  441. 
Inspection  laws. 

2.  A  statute  which  imposes  a  grazing 
fee  on  all  sheep  entering'the  state  cannot  be 
upheld  as  an  inspection  law,  merely  because 
it  provides  that  such  fees  shall  be  paid  into 
the  live  stock  sanitary  fund,  where  no  like 
fee  is  imposed  upon  sheep  .produced  within 
the  state, — and  no  duty  is  thereby  imposed 
on  the  state  live  stock  sanitary  board  in  re- 
turn for  the  levy  of  such  assessment, — es- 
pecially where  full  provision  is  otherwise 
made  for  inspection  of  all  sheep  either 
brought  or  produced  within  the  state,  and 
a  special  levy  made  on  all  alike  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  therefor.  State  v.  Butter-' 
field  Live  Stock  Co.  36:  1224,  106  Pac.  455, 
17  Idaho,  441. 

3.  No  unconstitutional  interference  with 
interstate  commerce  is  effected  by  a  state 
penal  statute  providing  that  domestic  ani- 
mals imported  into  the  state  must  be  exam- 
ined for  certain  contagious  and  infectious 
diseases,  when  the  sole  purpose  of  the  act 
is  to  protect  the  public  health  and  the  health 
of  domestic  animals.  Evans  r.  Chicago  &. 
N.  W.  R.  Co.  26:  278,  122  N.  W.  876,  — 
Minn.  — .  (Annotated) 
ReKulatlng;  carriers  niid  transporta- 
tion. 

As  to  governmental  regulation  of  car- 
riers in  matters  not  affecting  in- 
terstate commerce,  see  Carriers,  10, 
20. 

4.  A  statute  prescribing  a  minimum  rate 
of  speed  at  which  live  stock  may  be  trans- 
ported between  intrastate  points  only  does 
not  thereby  interfere  with  or  regulate  inter- 
state commerce.  Cram  v.  Chicago,  B.  &  Q. 
R.  Co.  26:  1022,  122  N.  W.  31,  84  Neb.  607. 
26  L.RA.(N.S.) 


COMMISSION  MERCHANTS. 

Right  of  commission  merchant  to  whom 
property  is  consigned  for  sale  to 
maintain  action  for  injury  thereto 
during  transit,  see  Parties,  3. 

COMMISSIONS. 

Delegation  of  power  to,  see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  2. 

COMMON  CARRIERS. 

See  Carriers. 

COMMON  LAW. 

Effect  of  statute  providing  for  change 
of  name  on  right  to  effect  change 
by  common-law  method,  see  Kame, 
1. 

COMPENSATION. 

Of  officers  generally,  see  Officers,  4. 

COMPETITION. 

Contract  to  restrain,  aee  Contracts,  6,9. 

COMPLAINT. 

In  criminal  proseontion,  aee  Indictment, 

etc. 
Of  plaintiff,  see  Pleading,  6-10. 

CONCERT  HAIjIjS. 

Prohibiting  employment  of  children  is, 
see  Infant^  1-S. 

CONCURRENT  REMEDIES. 

See  Election  of  Remedies. 

CONDITION. 

In  charitable  gift,  sec  Charities,  2. 
Relating  to  real  property,  see  Covenants 

and  Conditions. 
In  parole,  see  Criminal  Law,  7. 

CONDITIONAIi  SALE. 

See  Sale,  2,  3. 

CONFLICT  OP  LAWS. 

As  to  jurisdiction  over  nonresidents  grn- 

erally,  see  Courts. 
Effect  of  failure  to  prove  lex  loci,  see 

Pleading,  2. 
As  to  vehue  of  action,  see  Venue. 

As  to  contracts. 

1.  A  note  signed  by  a  married  woman 
as  accommodation  maker  for  her  husband, 
which  is  valid  in  the  place  where  made,  i$ 
enforceable  against  her  in  the  courts  of  an- 
other state,  although  if  made  in  the  latter 
state  it  would  have  been  void, — especially 
where  the  legislative  policy  of  the  forum 
negatives  the  idea  that  the  granting  to  a 
married  woman  of  full  rights  to  contract 
involves  anything  inherently  bad,  since  for- 
eign contracts,  to  be  unenforceable  in  the 
country  of  the  forum,  must  be  injurious  to 
the  public  welfare  in  the  judgment  of  the- 
courts  thereof,  or  must  have  been  prohibited 
by  its  legislature  as  pernicious.  Interna- 
tional Harvester  Co.  v.  Mc.^dam.  26: 774, 
124  N.  \V.  1042,  —  Wis.  — .       (AunoUted) 
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2.  A  note  signed  by  a  married  woman 
as  accommodation  guarantor  or  surety  at 
her  domicil  in  New  Jersey,  but  dated  and 
ptayable  in  New  York,  where  the  place  of 
delivery  does  not  appear,  is,  in  the  absence 
of  facts  evincing  another  intention,  or  an 
intent  to  avoid  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  a 
Kew  York  contract;  and,  as  such  a  contract 
is  valid  under  the  laws  of  New  York,  it  is 
enforceable  in  New  Jersey.'  Mayer  v.  Roche 

(N.  J.  Err.  &  App.)  a6:  763,  75  Atl.  236,  77 
N.  J.  L.  681.  (Annotated) 

As  to  marriage. 

3.  A  marriage  between  persons  who,  to 
avoid  the  law  of  their  domicil  prohibiting 
marriage  between  persons  of  certain  degrees 
of  consanguinity,  go  into  another  country 
-urhere  the  marriage  is  valid,  have  the  cere- 
mony performed,  and  immediately  return  to 
their  former  domicil  to  reside,  will  not  be 
recognized  there.  Johnson  v.  Johnson,  a6: 
179,  106  Pac.  500,  —  Wash.  — .  (Annotated) 
Rights  In  property  generally. 

4.  The  constitutional  requirement  that 
bankruptcy  statutes  shall  have  a  uniform 
operation  throughout  the  United  States  does 
not  prevent  the  question  of  the  right  to 
dower  in  the  property  of  the  bankrupt  be- 
ing settled  by  the  statutes  of  the  states 
where  the  property  is  situated.  Thomas  v. 
Woods,  a6:  1180,  173  Fed.  585,  97  C.  C.  A. 
535. 

6.  The  laws  of  the  state  where  the  land 
of  a  bankrupt  is  situated  will  govern  the 
right  of  his  wife  to  dower,  notwithstanding 
the  proviso  in  §  8  of  the  bankruptcy  act 
that,  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  bankrupt, 
the  widow  shall  be  entitled  to  all  rights  of 
dower  fixed  by  the  law  of  the  state  of  the 
bankrupt's  residence.  Thomas  v.  Woods, 
26:  1180,  173  Fed.  685,  97  C.  C.  A.  635. 
Descent  and  distribution. 

6.  Land  acquired  by  a  married  man  un- 
der the  homestead  laws  of  the  United  States 
becomes  subject  to  the  community  laws  of 
the  state  where  it  is  located,  and,  upon  the 
death  of  the  wife,  the  descent  of  her  inter- 
est will  be  governed  by  its  laws.  Krieg  v. 
Lewis,  26:  1117,  105  Pac.  483,  —  Wash.  — . 

(Annotated) 

7.  The  meaning  of  the  term  "heirs  at 
law"  in  i«n  agreement  compromising  a  will 
contest,  which  is  approved  by  court,  is  to  be 
determined  by  the  laws  of  the  state  where 
the  compromise  was  made,  although  the  per- 
son whose  heirs  are  referred  to  dies  a  resi- 
dent of  another  state,  where  the  will  was 
that  of  a  testator  domiciled  in  the  former 
state,  and,  at  the  time  of  the  compromise, 
all  parties  in  interest  were  also  domiciled 
there.  Brandeis  v.  Atkins,  26:  230,  90  N. 
E.  861,  204  Mass.  471. 


CONGRESS. 

Power  of,  to  terminate  dower  rights  on 
bankruptcy  of  husband,  see  Dower. 


CONNECTING  CARRIERS. 

See  Carriers. 
86  LJLA.(N.a) 


CONSEQUENTIAL  INJURIES. 

See  Damages,  8-10,  12,  14-16;  Eminent 
Domain,  6. 

CONSIDERATION. 

Of  bills  and  notes,  see  Bills  and  Notes, 

1-3. 
Of  contract,  see  Contracts,  3-6. 

CONSPIRACY. 

1.  A  civil  conspiracy  is  a  combination 
of  two  or  more  persons  to  accomplish,  by 
concerted  action,  an  unlawful  or  oppressive 
object,  or  lawful  object  by  unlawful  or  op- 
pressive means.  National  Fireproofing  Co. 
V.  Mason  Builders'  Asso.  26:  148,  94  C.  C. 
A.  535,  169  Fed.  259. 

2.  The  question  of  the  existence  of  a 
conspiracy  in  violation  of  New  Yorn.  Penal 
Code,  §  168,  subdivs.  5  and  6,  is  to  be  de- 
termined by  common-law  principles.  Na- 
tional Fireproofing  Co.  v.  Mason  Builders' 
Asso.  26:  148,  94  C.  C.  A.  535,  160  Fed.  259. 
Of  laborers;  strikes. 

3.  An  agreement  between  a  master  ma- 
sons'- association  and  a  bricklayers'  union 
that  provisions  in  a  building  contract  for 
the  fireproofing  of  the  building  shall  not  be 
sublet,  which  is  made  for  the  benefit  of  the 
bricklayers,  is  not  a  conspiracy,  although  it 
incidentally  works  injury  to  manufacturers 
of  fireproofing  material.  National  Fire- 
proofing Co.  T.  Mason  Builders'  Asso.  26: 
148,  94  C.  C.  A.  535,  1§9  Fed.  250. 

4.  The  enforcement  of  a  provision  in  a 
contract  between  mason  contractors  and 
bricklayers  that  items  in  building  contracts 
for  fireproofing  shall  not  be  sublet,  by  a 
clause  forbidding  bricklayers  to  work  for 
those  who  do  not  comply  with  it,  and  by 
strikes,  and  notification  to  contractors  that 
they  cannot  take  contracts  contrary  to  the 
terms  of  the  agreement,  without  incurring 
the  penalty,  is  not  unlawful  or  oppressive 
so  as  to  effect  a  conspiracy.  National  Fire- 
proofing Co.  V.  Mason  Builders'  Asso.  26: 
148,  04  C.  C.  A.  535,  160  Fed.  259. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  LAW. 

Who  may  question  constitutionality  of 
statute,  see  Action  or  Suit,  1,  2. 

As  to  regulation  of  interstate  commerce, 
see  Commerce. 

Relation  of  courts  to  other  departments 
of  government,  see  Courts,  3-5. 

As  to  taking  property  for  public  use, 
see  Eminent  Domain. 

Effect  on  remainder  of  statute,  of  un- 
constitutional provision,  see  Stat- 
utes, 1. 

As  to  when  statutes  are  retrospective, 
see  Statutes,  13-16. 

Construction. 

1.  The  readoption  of  a  constitutional 
provision  includes  a  judicial  construction 
which  has  been  given  to  it.  Sexauer  v.  Star 
Milling  Co.  a6:  609,  90  N.  E.  474,  —  Ind.  — . 
Delegation  of  power. 

Delegation  by  voters  to  city  council  of 
power  to  fix  amount  of  bonds,  see  Bonds, 
2. 
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2.  The  legislature  is  not  prevented  from 
delegating  to  county  drainage  commission- 
ers the  power  to  levy  a  tax  for  a  drainage 
improvement,  by  constitutional  provisions 
that  it  shall  not  delegate  to  any  special  com- 
mission, private  corporation,  or  association 
any  power  to  make,  supervise,  or  interfere 
with  any  improvement,  or  to  levy  taxes,  and 
that  the  legislature  shall  not  levy  taxes  upon 
the  inhabitants  or  property  of  any  county 
for  county  purposes,  but  may  vest  in  the 
corporate  authorities  thereof  power  to  assess 
and  collect  taxes  for  such  purposes, — espec- 
ially where  the  Constitution  also  provides 
that  the  legislature  shall  provide  for  such 
other  county  officers  as  public  convenience 
may  require.  Billings  Sugar  Co.  v.  Fish, 
ae:  973,  100  Pac.  665,  40  Mont.  266. 
Separation  of  powers. 

Relation  of  courts  to  other  departments 
of  government,  see  Courts,  3-5. 

3.  The  legislative  attempt  to  confer 
upon  a  father  the  right  to  grant  the  custody 
of  his  children  to  the  exclusion  of  their 
mother  is  an  unconstitutional  exercise  of 
judicial  power.  Tillman  v.  Tillman,  36: 
781,  66  S.  E.  1049,  —  S.  C.  — . 

4.  Power  to  issue  warrants  of  arrest  is 
not  so  exclusively  a  judicial  one  that  it 
cannot  be  conferred  upon  the  clerks  of  the 
court.  Kreulhaus  v.  Birmingham,  26:  493, 
61  So.  207,  —  Ala.  — . 

Equal  protection  and  prlvlIeKes. 

Special  and  local  legislation,  see  Stat- 
utes, 5,  6. 

As  to  uniformity  of  assessments  gener- 
ally, see  Public  Improvements. 

6.  The  legislature  may,  without  impair- 
ing the  constitutional  right  to  equal  pro-, 
tection  of  the  laws,  or  the  right  of  pursuing 
happiness,  authorize  a  municipal  corpora- 
tion to  close  to  automobiles  dangerous 
streets  the  use  of  which  by  such  machines 
may  endanger  the  lives  of  their  occupants 
or  of  those  driving  horses  upon  the  streets. 
State  v.  Mayo,  26:  502,  75  Atl.  296,  —  Me. 

6.  A  statute  which  forbids  all  citizens 
of  the  state  not  residents  of  a  specified  coun- 
ty from  hunting  in  such  county  without  a 
license,  while  no  license  is  required  of  the 
residents  thereof,  and  which  does  not  for- 
bid such  residents  from  hunting  in  any 
other  county  without  a  license,  violates  the 
constitutional  guaranty  of  the  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  laws,  since,  as  the  qualified 
property  existing  in  the  wild  game  in  a 
state  belongs  to  all  the  people  thereof  in 
their  collective  sovereign  capacity,  it  places 
a  burden  upon  a  part  only  of  the  people 
who  are  entitled  to  the  same  rights  and 
privileges.  Harper  v.  Galloway,  26:  794,  61 
So.  226,  —  Fla.  — .  (Annotated) 

7.  A  statute  prescribing  a  minimum 
rate  of  speed  at  which  all  live  stock  in  carload 
lots  may  be  transported  between  intrastate 
points  does  not  constitute  unlawful  class 
legislation.  Cram  v.  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R. 
Co.  36:  1022,  122  N.  W.  31,  84  Neb.  607. 

8.  That  the  sale  of  intoxicating  malt 
beverages  is  restricted  to  manufacturers 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


does  not  show  an  intention  to  diseriminaie 
in  their  favor,  so  as  to  render  void  a  statute 
regulating  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors        I 
Com.  V.  Henry,  36:  883,  65  S.  IC.  61O,  —  Va.        I 

9.  A  tax  upon  all  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  selling  nonintoxicating  malt  bever- 
ages containing  as  much  as  }  of  1  per  cent  1 
of  alcohol  is  not  invalid  as  forming  an  ar- 
bitrary classification.  State  v.  Dannenburg, 
36:  890,  66  S.  E.  301,  151  N.  C.  71& 

10.  A  statute  limiting  the  sale  of  medi- 
cines to  licensed  pharmacists  is  not  void  for  . 
unconstitutional  discrimination  because  it  ! 
permits  the  sale  of  certain  remedies  by  mer- 
chants in  villages  if  their  places  of  business 
are  more  than  3  miles  distant  from  a  drug 
store.  State  6d.  of  Pharmacy  v.  Hatthens, 
36:  1013,  90  N.  E.  966,  197  N.  Y.  853. 

11.  The  limitation  by  the  state  during 
certain  months  of  the  year,  of  the  righb  to 
take  shellfish  from  tide  water  within  tlie 
limits  of  a  town,  to  its  residents  and  hotel 
proprietors,  who  are  permitted  to  take  them 
lor  use  on  their  tables,  is  not  void  as  deny- 
ing other  citizens  of  the  state  the  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  laws.  State  t.  Leavitt,  26: 
799,  72  Atl.  875,  105  Me.  76. 

12.  That  a  statute  limiting  the  hours  of 
labor  in  mines  does  not  apply  to  persons 
employed  in  other  underground  occupations 
does  not  render  it  invalid  for  lack  of  nni- 
formitv  of  operation.  Ex  parte  Martin,  26: 
342,  106  Pac.  235,  —  Cal.  — . 

13.  A  statute  limiting  the  hours  of  labir 
in  mines  and  smelting  and  reduction  works 
is  not  special  legislation,  nor  does  it  grant 
special  privileges  and  immunities,  nor  lack 
uniformity  of  operation,  because  it  does  net 
apply  alike  to  all  classes  of  laborers  en- 
gaged in  occupations  dangerous  to  health. 
Ex  parte  Martin,  26:  343,  106  Pac.  235,  — 
Cal.  — .  (Annotated) 

Dae  process;  right  to  life,  libertr,  and 
property. 

Right  to  speedy  trial,  see  Criminal  Law. 

Necessity  of  indictment  or  information, 
see  Criminal  Law,  2,  3. 

Construction  of  statute  so  as  to  giv« 
opportunity  for  hearing,  see  Stat- 
utes, 12. 

14.  The  statutory  attempt  to  confer  upor. 
a  father  the  right  to  grant  the  custody  of 
his  minor  children,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
supervision  of  the  mother  over  them,  vio- 
lates the  constitutional  right  of  mother  ani! 
child  to  liberty.  Tillman  v.  Tillman,  26: 
781,  66  S.  E.  1049,  —  S.  C. — . 

15.  An  attempt  by  a  municipal  corpora- 
tion to  forbid  the  replacing  of  a  few  wooden 
shingles  on  a  roof  within  the  fire  limits  with 
others  of  the  same  material,  which  cannot 
materially  alTect  the  fire  risk,  is  an  nncon; 
stitiitional  interference  with  property  rights. 
Seneca  v.  Cochran,  26:  134,  66  S.  E.  288,  — 
S.  C.  — . 

16.  A  school  district  is  not  deprived  of 
its  property  without  due  process  of  law  bv 
a  statute  transferring  its  schoolhouse  aad 
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lot  to  another  district,  together  with  the 
territory  in  which  they  are  located,  since  it 
holds  such  property  merely  as  trustee  for 
the  state.  Pass  School  Dist.  v.  Hollywood 
City  School  Dist  36:  485,  105  Pao.  122,  ISO 
Cal.  416. 

17.  A  statute  prescribing  a  prima  facie 
reasonable  minimum  rate  of  speed  at  which 
live  stock  may  be  transported  between  intra- 
state points,  and  providing  a  penalty  for 
Tiolation  thereof,  does  not  deprive  the  car- 
rier of  property  without  due  process  of  law, 
although  the  expense  of  transporting  live 
stock  may  be  materially  increased  thereby, 
as  the  carrier  lias  ample  recourse  in  an  in- 
crease of  rates.  Cram  v.  Chicago,  B.  &  Q. 
R.  Co.  26:  loaa,  122  N.  W.  31,  84  Neb.  607. 

18.  The  provision  of  the  Constitution 
protecting  property  rights  is  not  violated  by 
a  municipal  ordinnnce  imposing  a  license 
tax  of  $1,000  per  year  upon  the  business  of 
selling  near  beer.  State  v.  Oannenburg,  26: 
890,  66  S.  E.  301,  151  N.  C.  718. 

19.  A  statute  prescribing  a  minimum 
rate  of  speed  at  which  live  stock  may  be 
transported  between  intrastate  points  is  not 
rendered  unconstitutional  as  depriving  the 
carrier  of  its  property  without  due  process 
of  law,  by  a  clause  thereof  providing  that 
the  shipper  may  recover  damages  in  a  fixed 
sum  for  violations  thereof,  although  such 
damages  may  amount  to  more  than  com- 
pensatory damages,  since  the  legislature 
has  power  to  liquidate  tlie  damages  in  such 
case.  Cram  v.  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  26: 
1022,  122  N.  W.  31,  84  Neb.  607. 

20.  An  executive  order  revoking  a  con- 
ditional parole  for  violation  thereof,  and 
directing  the  rearrest  and  return  of  custody 
of  the  convict,  is  not  violative  of  the  con- 
stitutional guaranty  "that  no  person  shall 
be  deprived  of  his  liberty  without  due  proc- 
ess of  law,"  and  "that  no  warrant  shall 
issue  but  upon  probable  cause,  supported  by 
oath  or  affirmation,"  since,  being  a  convict 
at  large  by  executive  clemency,  which  he 
has  accepted  on  conditions  included  there- 
in, the  convict,  upon  violation  of  such  condi- 
tions, is  merely  an  escaped  convict,  ahd  not 
entitled  to  invoke  such  constitutional  guar- 
anty. Re  Ridley,  26:  no,  106  Pac  549,  — 
Okla.  Crim.  Rep.  —. 

21.  A  statutory  provision  for  a  court  of 
inquiry  to  determine  whether  or  not  one 
committed  to  a  hospital  for  the  insane  on 
the  certificate  of  physicians  is  a  public 
charge  will  be  construed  as  requiring  notice 
to  him,  although  it  does  not  expressly  so 
provide,  and  therefore  the  statute  cannot  be 
held  invalid  as  authorizing  a  commitment 
on  the  certificate  of  physicians  without  a 
hearing.  Re  Allen,  36:  232,  73  Atl.  1078,  82 
Vt.  365. 

22.  An  order' of  a  court  of  probate  for 
the  removal  of  an  alleged  insane  person  to 
a  hospital  for  the  insane  is  void  where  no 
notice  is  given  to  him  of  the  hearing,  and 
no  finding  is  made  as  to  certain  facts  on 
the  existence  of  which  the  statute  makes 
the  removal  depend.  Re  Allen,  36:  23a,  73 
Mt\.  1078,  «2  Vt.  305. 

20  L.RJ^.(N.S.) 


23.  Commitment  of  one  to  an  insane  hos- 
pital on  the  certificates  of  physicians  not 
appointed  by  the  court,  without  any  inde- 
pendent investigation  by  the  court,  or  giv- 
ing the  alleged  insane  person  an  opportunity 
to  defend,  is  invalid.  Re  Allen,  26:  232,  73 
Atl.  1078,  82  Vt.  365. 

24.  One  cannot  be  permanently  confined 
in  a  hospital  for  the  insane  without  suf- 
ficient notice  of  the  proceedings,  and  an  op- 
portunity to  defend.  Re  Allen,  26:  332,  73 
Atl.    1078,   82   Vt.   365.  (Annotated) 

25.  The  legislature  has  authority  to  pro- 
vide, in  appeals  from  orders  of  the  state 
railway  commission,  that  the  burden  of 
proof  shall  rest  upon  the  party  seeking  to 
set  aside  the  decision  of  the  commissioners, 
to  show  by  clear  and  satisfactory  evidence 
that  the  order  is  unreasonable  and  unjust, 
and  that  the  record  shall  be  prima  facie 
evidence  that  the  order  is  just  and  reason- 
able. Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Nebras- 
ka State  R.  Com.  26:  444,  124  N.  W.  477, 
85  Neb.  818. 

26.  Statutory  provisions  for  a  commit- 
ment of  an  alleged  insane  person  on  the  cer- 
tificate of  physicians,  and  an  inquisition  as 
to  whether  or  not  he  is  a  public  charge, 
make  the  certificate  merely  prima  facie  evi- 
dence, of  insanity,  subject  to  be  overthrown 
by  countervailing  evidence,  and  the  statute 
does  not  therefore  deprive  the  alleged  in- 
sane person  of  his  liberty  without  due  proc- 
ess of  law.  Re  Allen,  26:  332,  73  Atl.  1078, 
82  Vt.  385. 

Police  power. 

Police  regulation  of  intoxicating  liqvora 
generally,  see  Intoxicating  Liquora, 
1-3. 

27.  If  a  state  contains  marshy  lands  of 
such  considerable  area  that  their  reclama- 
tion for  agricultural  purposes  will  redound 
to  the  public  welfare,  the  legislature  may 
provide  for  their  reclamation,  under  the  po- 
lice power,  and  secure  the  necessary  funds 
by  taxation  of  the  lands  benefited  by  the 
drainage.  Billings  Sugar  Co. 'v.  Fish,  26: 
973,  106  Pac.  565,  40  Mont.  256. 

(Annotated) 

28.  An  absolute  requirement  that  com- 
mon carriers  shall  maintain,  as  to  all  trains 
transporting  any  live  stock  by  railroad  with- 
in the  state,  an  average  minimum  rate  of 
speed  of  not .  less  than  20  miles  per  hour 
from  time  of  loading  until  arrival  at  desti- 
nation, deducting  only  such  reasonable  time 
as  is  necessary  for  unloading  to  feed,  wa- 
ter, and  rest  and  reloading,  is  an  unrea- 
sonable exercise  of  the  police  power  of  the 
state.  Downey  v.  Northern  P.  R.  Co.  26: 
I0I7,  125  N.  W.  475,  —  N.  D.  — . 

(Annotated) 

29.  The  state  may,  under  its  police  pow- 
er, forbid  the  establishment  or  operation  of 
ba!keries  in  a  room  the  floor  of  which  is 
more  than  6  feet  below  the  level  of  the 
surface  of  the  adjacent  ground.  Benz  v. 
Kremer,  a6:  842,  125  N.  W.  09,  —  Wis.  — . 

(Annotated) 

30.  The  state  may,  under  its  police  pow- 
er, forbid  drumming  or  soliciting  business 
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or  patronage  for  any  hotel,  boarding  or  bath 
house,  or  medical  practitioner,  on  the  trains 
or  at  the  depots  of  any  common  carrier  in 
the  state,  without  unconstitutionally  re- 
stricting the  liberty  of  citizens,  or  depriv- 
ing owners  of  such  places  of  the  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  laws.  Williams  t.  State,  36: 
48a,  108  S.  W.  838,  85  Ark.  464. 

(Annotated) 

31.  Restricting  the  sale  of  domestic  rem- 
edies or  perfectly  harmless  medicinal  pre- 
parations to  licensed  pharmacists  is  with; 
in  the  police  power  of  the  state,  and  does 
not  infringe  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
citizens.  State  Bd.  of  Pharmacy  y.  Mat- 
thews, a6:  1013.  00  N.  E.  066,  107  N.  Y.  353. 

32.  The  legislature,  when  making  a  gen- 
eral restraint  upon  the  traflic  in  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  may,  under  its  constitutional 
power  to  regulate  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  such  liquor,  and  its  police  power,  pro- 
vide for  this  manufacture  of  nonintoxicating 
malt  beverages  containing  alcohol,  and  re- 
quire them  to  be  sold  by  the  manufacturer 
in  specified  receptacles  and  quantities  di- 
rectly to  the  consumer,  who  shall  not  be  al- 
lowed to  drink  them  on  the  premises  where 
sold,  without  infringing  the  rights  of  liber- 
ty or  property  of  persons  desiring  to  deal 
in  such  beverages.  Com.  v.  Henry,  a6:  883, 
66  8.  E.  670,  —  Va.  — . 

33.  Prohibiting  the  sale  of  a  nonintoxi- 
cating malt  liquor  which  retains  the  alco- 
holic principle  as  a  distinctive  force,  and 
which  is  sold  and  used  as  a  substitute  for 
beer,  ia  a  legitimate  exercise  of  the  police 
power,  and  does  not  violate  the  constitution- 
al rights  of  the  owner.  State  v.  Fargo  Bot- 
tling Works  Co.  26:  87a,  124  N.  W.  387,  — 
N.  D.  — .  (AnnoUted) 

CONSTRXJCTION. 

Of  by-laws  of  building  associations,  see 

Building  and  Loan  Associations. 
Of  constitution,  see  Constitutional  Law. 
Of  insurance  policy,  see  Insurance. 
Of  statute,  see  Statutes,  7-16. 
Of  will,  see  Wills,  8,  0. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASE. 

Liability  of  carrier  for  communication 
of,  to  live  stock,  see  Carriers,  10; 
Evidence,  37;  Trial,  15. 

CONTINUANCE  AND  ADJOURNMENT. 

Application  for  change  of  venue  for  pur- 
pose of  getting,  see  Venue,  4. 

CONTRACTS. 

Attachment  in  case  of  breach  of,  see  At- 
tachment. 

Conflict  of  laws  as  to,  see  Conflict  of 
Laws. 

As  to  covenants,  see  Covenants  and  Con- 
ditions. 

Measure  of  damages  as  to,  see  Damages, 
3-5. 

Evidence  on  question  of  interpretation 
of,  see  Evidence,  32,  41. 

Injunction  to  protect  ^tghts  in,  see  In- 
junction, 1. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


As  to  insurance  contract,  see  Insurance. 
As  to  mortgage,  see  Mortgage. 
Of  sale,  see  Sale. 

Contracts  as  to  real  property  generally, 
see  Vendor  and  Purchaser. 

Implied  agreements. 

Implied  promise  to  pay  indcbtednefsa  dis- 
charged in  bankruptcy,  see  Bank- 
ruptcy, 6. 

Measure  of  recovery  on  implied  con- 
tract, see  Damages,  4. 

Implied  contract  that  city  may  regulate 
gas  rates,  see  Gas,  9. 

1.  The  law  implies  a  contract  to  pav 
the  fair  value  for  work  and  materials  used 
in  the  erection  of  a  building  on  one's  land, 
under  a  contract  the  clause  in  reference  to 
the  price  in  which  fails  because  of  the  frauu 
of  the  architect  in  inserting  dilTerent 
amounts  in  t)ie  copies  delivered  to  the  ounrr 
and  the  contractor,  so  that  the  minds  of  the 
parties  never  met  on  the  price.  Vickerv  t. 
Ritchie,  36:  810,  88  N.  E.  835,  202  Mass.  247. 

(Annotated  I 

2.  Custom  cannot  create  a  contract 
where  none  otherwise  exists.  Thomas  v. 
Guarantee  Title  t  T.  Co.  a6:  laio^  01  N.  £. 
183,  81  Ohio  St.  432. 

Consideration. 

Rights  of  quitclaim  grantee  paying 
nominal  consideration  only,  sec 
Vendor  and  Purchaser,  2. 

For  bills  or  notes,  see  Bills  and  Notc^, 
1-3. 

3.  The  promise  of  a  property  owner  to 
pay  the  coat  of  driving  and  casing  a  «<■>: 
which  his  tenant  has  constructed  on  tli? 
property  is  suppoi-ted  by  a  sufficient  consi.l- 
eratioii  if  the  services  were  beneficial  u 
him  and  were  not  intended  to  lie  gratuitous. 
Edson  ▼.  Poppe,  a6:  534,  124  N.  W.  441,  - 
S.  D.  — , 

4.  An  agreement  by  an  inezperieiicrJ 
physician  not  to  practise  his  profession  in  a 
certain  county  for  a  period  of  five  years  is 
supported  by  a  sulTicient  consideratior. 
where  it  is  based  on  the  agreement  of  an  ex- 
perienced practitioner  located  there,  to  cm- 

Sloy  him  as  assistant  at  a  monthly  salary 
uring  the  mutual  pleasure  of  the  partir^. 
to  introduce  him  to  his  friends  and  patirnis. 
and  furnish  him  with  necessary  con«'eyanc<-s 
with  which  to  perforin  his  professional  ilu- 
ties.  Freudentlial  v.  Espey,  26:  g6i,  U^ 
Pac.  280,  45  Colo.  488. 

6.  The  moral  obligation  to  pay  for  servi- 
ces of  a  real  estate  broker  under  a  contract 
unenforceable,  because  not  in  writing,  is  suf- 
ficient to  support  a  subsequent  written 
agreement  to  make  such  payment.  Muir  t. 
Kane,  26:  519,  104  Pac.  163,  56  Wash.  131. 

(Annotated) 

Mntnallty. 

6.  A  contract  by  an  inexperienced  physi- 
cian entering  the  employment  of  an  exper- 
ienced one  not  to  practise  his  profession 
within  the  city  where  the  latter's  practice 
is  located,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  is  not 
invalid  for  want  of  mutuality,  where  it  ii 
based  on  an  agreement  by  the  latter  to  pay 
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him  a  monthly  lalary  during  his  term  of 
service,  tp  introduce  liim  to  patients,  and 
furnish  him  conveyances  for  the  performance 
of  his  duties,— especially  where  the  agree- 
ment has  been  partially  executed.  Freuden- 
thal  T.  Eapey,  a6:  96Z,  102  Fm.  280,  tf  Colo. 
488. 
Statute  of  franda.' 

Sufficiency  of  unenforceable  pard  prom- 
ise as  consideration  for  note,  aee 
Bills  and  Notes,  1. 
Parol  evidence  to  vary  written  contract, 
•ee  Evidence,  16-18. 

7.  A  verbal  contract  made  early  in  De- 
cember in  one  year,  to  superintend  the  mak- 
ing and  gathering  of  the  next  year'n  crop 
of  cotton,  is  not  within  the  statute  of  frauds, 
since  the  work  may  all  be  done  within  a 
year.  Valley  Planting  Co.  ▼.  Wise,  a6:  403, 
123  S.  W.  768,  —  Ark.  — . 

Validity ;  public  policy. 

As  to  consideration,  see  supra,  3-6. 
Formal  requisites,  see  supra,  7. 

8.  A  restraint  upon  the  right  of  an  in- 
experienced physician  to  practise  his  pro- 
fqesion  within  a  certain  city  for  a  period  of 
five  years  after  the  termination  of  the  re- 
lations of  the  contracting  parties  is  rea- 
sonable when  imposed  by  an  experienced 
practitioner  there  located,  who,  in  consider- 
ation of  bis  agreement  and  his  services  as 
his  assistant,  agrees  to  pay  him  a  monthly 
salary,  introduce  him  to  his  patients,  and 
furnish  him  conveyances  for  the  perform- 
ance of  his  professional  duties.  Freudenthal 
V.  Espey,  a6:  961,  102  Pac.  280,  45  Colo.  488. 

(Annotated) 
0.  That  an  agreement  by  a  physician  for 
the  employment  of  an  assistant  may  be  ter- 
minated immediately  after  it  goes  into  ef- 
fect does  not  render  unreasonable  an  agree- 
ment by  the  latter  not  to  practise  his  pro- 
fession in  the  city  for  five  years  after  the 
termination  of  the  relation,  since  the  con- 
tract will  not  be  held  to  apply  in  case  of 
such  termination.  Freudenthal  ▼.  Espey, 
36:  961,  lOS  Pac.  280,  46  Colo.  488. 

10.  Money  paid  for  Indian  lands  may  be 
recovered  back  by  the  grantee,  under  a  con- 
tract executed  contemporaneously  with  the 
deed,  whereby  the  grantor  agreed  to  refund 
the  purchase  pries  and  pay  for  improve- 
ments, less  a  reasonable  allowance  for  rents 
during  ths  time  the  grantee  held  the  land, 
in  ease  the  grantee  failed  to  carry  out  the 
terms  ef  the  sale,  upon  rescission  of  the  sale 
by  the  grantor  without  compliance  with  the 
contract,  altliough  the  sale  of  such  lands 
was  forbidden  by  statute,  to  the  knowledge 
of  both  parties,  since,  as  the  sale  is  only 
void,  as  distinguished  from  illegal,  the  col- 
lateral agreement  to  refund  is  not  invalidat- 
ed thereby.  Tate  v.  Gaines,  36:  loO,  105 
Pac.  193  J  —  Okla.  — . 

CONVERSION. 

Action  for,  aee  Trover. 

CONVICTS. 

Effect  of   escape   of,   on    right   to   ap- 
peal, see  Appeal  and  Error,  2,  12. 
2«  L.B.A.(N.S.) 


Assault  by  punishment  of,  see  Assault, 

Homicide  by  convict  in  resisting  illegal 
corporal  punishment,  see  Homi- 
cide; Trial,  7. 

CORPORATION  COMMISSION. 

Ordering  maintenance  of  station  at 
certain  places  by  carrier,  see  Car- 
riers,  19. 

Statute  as  to  burden  of  proof  on  ap- 
peal from  orders  of,  see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  25. 

Review  by  courts  of  order  of,  see 
Courts,  3,  4. 

Sufliciency  of  evidence  to  show  unrea- 
sonableness of  order  of,  see  Evi- 
dence, 48. 

Right  of  governor  to  appoint  member 
of,  for  vacancy  occurring  after  ex- 
piration of  governor's  term  of  of- 
fice, see  Officers,  2. 

CORPORATIONS. 

What  is  a  "manufacturing  corpora- 
tion," entitled  to  discharge  in 
bankruptcy,  see  Bankruptcy,  2. 

Setting  aside  ultra  vires  mortgage  in 
fraud  of  creditors,  see  Fraudulent 
Conveyances,  4. 

As  to  gas  company,  see  Gas. 

As  to  insurance  companies,  see  Insur- 
ance. 

Transfer  of  franchises. 

1.  Where  one  corporation  becomes  prac- 
tically extinct,  transferring  all  its  assets 
to  another,  and  receiving  in  return  stock 
in  the  other  corporation,  which  succeeds 
to  its  business,  the  new  corporation  is  lia- 
ble, to  the  extent  of  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty acquired,  for  the  debts  of  the  old  0110 
which  accrued  both  before  and  after  the 
taking  of  such  assets.  Altoona  v.  Rich- 
ardson Gas  ft  Oil  Co.  26:  651,  106  Pac.  1025, 
81  Kan.  717. 

2.  A  creditor  of  a  corporation  which 
has  conveyed  all  its  property  to  another 
corporation,  in  consideration  of  the  as- 
sumption by  the  latter  of  all  the  debts  of 
the  former  corporation,  may  charge  tlie 
property  in  the  hands  of  the  grantee  cor- 
poration with  his  debt,  and  subject  the  same 
to  payment  thereof.  Billniyer  Lumber  Co. 
T.  Merchants'  Coal  Co.  a6:  iioi,  06  S.  E. 
1073,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

3.  The  assumption  by  one  corporation 
of  all  the  indebtedness  of  anotlier  corpora- 
tion of  whatsoever,  kind,  as  the  considera- 
tion for  the  conveyance  of  all  t)ie  property 
of  such  other,  includes  a  demand  against 
the  latter  for  unliquidated  damages  for  the 
breach  of  a  valid  contract.  Blllmyer  Lum- 
ber Co.  V.  Merchants'  Cool  Co.  a6:  iioi, 
66  S.  E.  1073,  —  W.  Va.  — .       (Annotated) 

lilabllitles. 

4.  A  railroad  company  for  which  a  re- 
ceiver has  been  appointed  is  not  liable  to 
indictment  for  obstructing  a  public  road 
crossing.  State  v.  Norfolk  &  8.  R.  Co. 
a6:  710,  67  S.  E.  42,  —  N.  C.  — . 

(Annotated) 
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Officers. 

5.  Directors  wlio,  without  notice  to 
creditors,  sejl  the  entire  corporate  property, 
and  distribute  the  purchase  money  among 
stockholders  without  making  any  provision 
for  the  payment  of  debts,  are  personally  lia- 
ble for  such  debts,  where  the  statute  gives 
a  right  of  action  against  them  for  viola- 
tion of  their  duty,  although  the  one  pur- 
chasing the  property  agi°eeu  to  assume  and 
pay  the  corporate  del>ts,  since  the  attempt 
to  transfer  the  assets  without  notice  to 
creditors,  affording  them  an  opportunity  to 
present  and  collect  their  claims,  is  a  vio- 
lation of  the  duties  of  the  directors,  with- 
in the  meaning  of  the  statute.  Darcy  v. 
Brooklyn  &  N.  Y.  Kerry  Co.  a6: 267,  89 
N.  K.  461,  196  N.  Y.  99.  (Annotated) 
Insolvency;  rights  of  creditors. 

Proper  remedy  to  review  decree  of 
bar.liruptcy  court,  see  Appeal  and 
Error,  1. 

Setting  aside  ultra  vires  mortgage  in 
fraud  of  creditors,  see  Fraudulent 
Conveyances,  4. 

Exclusiveness  of  remedy  provided  by 
statute  making  assets  trust  fund 
for  benefit  of  creditors  and  stock- 
holders, see  Election  of  Remedies, 
4. 

6.  The  assets  of  a  corporation  are  a 
trust  fund,  the  equitable  lien  of  the  credit- 
or upon  which  cannot  be  destroyed  by  an 
agreement  by  one  purchasing  them  from 
the  corporation  to  pay  its  debts.  Darcy 
v.  Brooklyn  4  N.  Y.  Ferry  Co.  26:  267,  89 
N.  E.  461,   196  N.   Y.  99. 

Foreign  corporations. 

Foreign  insurance  company,  see  Insur- 
ance, 1. 

Conclusiveness  of  judgment  against  for- 
eign corporation  rendered  after 
corporation  had  been  deprived  of 
its  right  to  do  business  in  state, 
see  Judgment,  10. 

Taxation  of,  see  Taxes,  1. 

7.  The  loss  by  a  foreign  corporation 
of  its  right  to  d*  business  in  a  state  does 
not  deprive  it  of  the  right  to  defend  an 
action  arising  out  of  a  valid  contract,  com- 
menced while  it  was  rightfully  doing  busi- 
ness therein,  so  as  to  render  a  judgment 
taken  after  such  loss  of  right  to  do  busi- 
ness void,  as  the  prosecution  and  defense 
of  actions  respecting  valid  contracts  do  not 
constitute  doing  business  within  the  mean- 
ing of  statutes  restricting  the  rights  of 
foreign  corporations.  Billmyer  Lumber  Co. 
T.  Merchants'  Coal  Co.  26:  iioi,  66  S.  £. 
1073,  —  VV.  Va.  — . 

OOKROBORATION. 

Of  witness,  see  Witnesses,  4,  6. 

COSTS. 

On  appeal,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  39. 

Where  the  statute  providing  for  the 
opening  of  roads  provides  that  the  road 
shall  be  opened  by  condemnation,  and  that 
the  sum  to  be  paid  the  owner,  and  the  cost 
of  the  procedure,  be  paid  by  applicant,  the 
20  I..R.A.(N.S.) 


landowner  cannot  be  charged  with  any  toil 
in  the  trial  court,  although  he  may  file  ex- 
ceptions to  the  commissioner's  report,  and 
demand  a  jury  trial.  Broadway  Coal  Min. 
Co.  V.  Smith,  26:  565,  125  S.  'W.  157,  — 
Ky.  -. 

COUNTY  COURTS.     " 

Jurisdiction  of,  see  Courts,  6. 

COURTS. 

Rule  of,  as  to  index  of  transcript  on 
appeal,   see  Appeal   and  Error,  .1. 

Opinion  as  part  of  record  on  appeal, 
see  Appeal  and  Error,  8. 

Jurisdiction  of  bankruptcj'  court,  gen- 
erally, see  Bankruptcy,  1. 

Necessity  that  order  of  probate  jud:? 
committing  person  to  insane  as>'- 
lum  should  show  existence  of  ju- 
risdictional facts,  see  Incompe- 
tent Persons,  1. 

As  to  venue  of  action,  see  Venue. 

Jurisdiction;  territorial  limitations. 

Right  of  courts  of  one  state  to  enforce 
laws  of,  or  causes  of  action  aris- 
ing in,  another  state,  see  Conflict 
of  Laws. 

1.  The  superior  court  of  a  count>- 
wherein  land  upon  which  an  execution  bai 
been  levied  lies,  before  which  the  trial  of 
a  statutory  claim  which  had  been  inter- 
posed by  a  nonresident  is  pending,  hu 
jurisdiction  of  an  ancillary  petition  in  aid 
of  the  levy,  instituted  by  the  plaintiff  in 
execution  against  such  claimant,  as  to  mat- 
ters germane  to  the  issue  involved  in  th« 
claim  case,  since  as  to  such  issues  the  non- 
resident by  filing  his  claim  waived  the 
constitutional  guaranty  that  a  person  mar 
not  be  sued  outside  of  the  county  of  hi< 
residence.  Thomason  ▼.  Thompson,  a6:  536^ 
59  S.  E.  236,  129  Ga.  440. 

2.  The  courts  of  the  state  in  which  ai 
explosion  occurs  have  jurisdiction  of  an  ac- 
tion brought  to  recover  for  injury  done  to 
a  building  located  cross  the  line  in  another 
state.  Smith  v.  Southern  R.  Co.  26: 927, 
123  S.  W.  678,  —  Ky.  — .  (Annotated. 
Relation  to  other  departments  of  gov- 
ernment. 

Encroachment  on  judicial  power,  bk 
Constitutional  I^w,  3,  4. 

3.  On  appeal  from  an  order  of  a  rail- 
way commission  directing  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  a  station  at  • 
particular  point,  the  whole  demand  for 
both  freight  and  passenger  service  mu^t 
be  considered;  and  if,  taking  all  the  cir- 
cumstances into  consideration,  the  order 
is  not  unreasonable,  the  appeal  will  be  dis- 
missed. Chicago,  R.  I.  &.  P.  R.  Co.  t. 
Nebraska  State  R.  Com.  a6:  444,  124  X.  W. 
477,   85   Neb.   818. 

4.  An  order  of  the  Nebraska  State 
Railway  Commission  requiring  the  e»t.ib- 
lishment  and  maintenance  of  a  station  at 
a  city  of  about  4,000  inhabitants  located 
within  4  miles  of  one  and  within  2  miles 
of  another  town,  both  of  which  have  sta- 
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tions  on  the  same  road,  and  are  connected 
by  electric  lines  Tritli  the  town  in  question, 
and  to  which  a  switch  for  the  carriage  of 
freight  in  not  less  than  6,000  pounds  or 
car-load  lots  extends  from  the  main  line, 
is  not  so  unreasonable  that  a  court  will 
interfere  therewith  on  appeal,  under  pow- 
ers to  vacate  such  orders  when  shown  by 
clear  and  satisfactory  evidence  to  be  un- 
reasonable, where  the  evidence  further  tends 
to  prove  that  the  establishment  of  the  sta- 
tion would  be  of  considerable  benefit  to 
persons  having  occasion  to  make  or  re- 
ceive shipments  of  freight  in  lees  than  6,000 
pound  or  car-load  lots,  and  that  passen- 
gers could  thereby  save  much  time,  not- 
withstanding the  station  might  not  of  it- 
self pay  expenses,  which  Toss,  however, 
would  not  materially  reduce  the  relative 
revenue  from  the  entire  road  in  the  state 
at  least.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  v. 
Nebraska  State  R.  Com.  36: 444,  124  N. 
W.   477,    85   Neb.   818. 

6.  Tlie  question  of  the  reasonableness 
of  a  constitutional  act  of  the  legislature 
cannot  be  passed  upon  by  the  courts.  State 
V.  Mayo,  a6:  502,  76  Atl.  295,  —  Me.  — . 

Slate  conrts. 

6.  County  courts  are  not  deprived  of 
their  statutory  jurisdiction  to  decide  elec- 
tion contest*  aa  to  municipal  offices,  by 
the  enactment  of  a  statute  granting  cities 
power  by  ordinance  to  decide  such  contests, 
since,  aa  the  latter  act  merely  provides 
a  new  remedy  for  an  existing  right,  that 
neither  denies  tlie  existing  remedy  nor  is 
incompatible  with  it,  the  new  remedy  is 
cumulative;  and  a  contestant  can  invoke 
either  of  the  remedies  at  his  election,  as 
they  are  concurrent.  State  ex  rel.  Love 
V.  Cosgrave,  a6:  407,  122  N.  W.  885,  85 
Neb.  187.  (Annotated) 
Federal  courts. 

Judgment  of  Federal  court  dismissing 
suit  removed  to  it  as  bar  to  furth- 
er prosecution  in  state  court,  see 
Judgment,  4. 

7.  If  a  cross  bill  in  a  suit  in  a  Federal 
court  assumes  the  character  of  an  original 
bill,  jurisdiction  of  which  depends  upon  di- 
verse citizenship  of  the  parties,  it  will  be 
dismissed  if  such  element  is  wanting.  Pat- 
ton  V.  Marshall,  a6:  127,  97  C.  C.  A.  610, 
173  Fed.  350. 

8.  The  absence  of  a  valid  indictment 
destroys  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Federal  court 
to  try  one  accused  of  an  infamous  crime, 
and  proceedings  taken  without  such  indict- 
ment are  absolutely  void.  Renegar  v.  Unit- 
ed States,  26:  683,  172  Fed.  646,  97  C.  C.  A. 
172. 

Interference  with  other  conrts;  Injunc- 
tion. 

9.  The  Federal  court  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion by  reason  of  U.  S.  Rev.  Stat.  §  720, 
U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p.  581,  to  enjoin 
prosecution  of  an  action  in  a  state  court 
by  brokers  to  recover  compensation  for  ef- 
fecting a  sale  of  real  estate,  which  has  pro- 
ceeded to  issue  Iteforc  the  suit  in  the  Fed- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


eral  court  is  instituted.  Patton  ▼.  Mar- 
shal], 36:  137,  97  C,  C.  A.  610,  173  Fed. 
350. 


COVENANTS  AND  CONDITIONS. 

In   charitable  gift,  see  Charities,  2. 

Conditions  in  parole,  see  Criminal  Law, 
7. 

Power  of  executor  to  insert  in  deed 
restrictive  covenants  aa  to  build- 
ing lots,  see  Executors  and  Admin- 
istrators, 1. 

As   to   right   of   party  to   antenuptial 
contract  who  is  in  default,  to  en- 
force covenants  of  other  party,  see 
Husband  and  Wife,  2. 
Pcrronnance;  breach. 

Damages  for  breach  of  covenants  of 
seisin  and  warranty,  see  Dam- 
ages, 1. 

Effect  of  failure  to  prove  lex  loci  in  ac- 
tion for  breach  of,  see  Pleading,  2. 

Venue  of  action  for  breach  of,  see 
Venue,  3. 

1.  One  is  not  relieved  from  liability  on 
a  general  covenant  of  warranty  in  a  deed 
which  he  executes  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  owners,  by  the  fact  that  he  had  only 
an  undivided  interest  in  the  property  at 
the  time  of  the  conveyance,  Williams  v. 
O'Donnell,  36:  1094,  74  Atl.  205,  225  Pa. 
321. 

2.  A  grantor  of  land  with  general  cov- 
enant of  warranty  is  not  relieved  from 
liability  in  case  of  eviction  of  the  grantee 
under  a  mortgage  foreclosure,  by  the  fact 
that  the  mortgage  existed  on  the  property 
when  he  secured  his  title,  so  that  the  en- 
cumbrance was  not  his  act.  Williams  v. 
O'Donnell,  26:  1094,  74  Atl.  205,  225  Pa. 
321. 

3.  A  grantee  of  land  encumbered  by 
mortgage  does  not,  by  failure  to  sue  for 
breach  of  the  covenant  against  encum- 
b/ances,  waive  his  right  of  action  upon  a 
covenant  against  eviction  which  may  sub- 
sequently result  from  enforcement  of  the 
encumbrance.  Williams  v.  O'Donnell,  26: 
1094,  74  Atl.  205,  225  Pa.  321. 

(Annotated) 

4.  A  warranty  of  seisin  of  an  indefeasi- 
ble estate  in  fee  simple  in  a  deed  of  real 
estate,  which  is  broken  at  the  time  it  is 
made,  runs  with  the  land,  so  that  a  subse- 

3uent  grantee  can  maintain  an  action  for 
amages  for  breach  thereof  against  the 
original  vendor.  Coleman  v.  Lucksinger, 
26:  934,  123  S.  W.  441,  224  Mo.  1. 

6.  Eviction  under  foreclosure  of  a 
mortgage  existing  on  property  at  the  time 
it  is  conveyed  with  a  covenant  of  general 
warranty  gives  a  remote  grantee  a  right 
of  action  on  the  covenant,  notwithstanding 
there  were  other  covenants  In  the  deed 
which  would  have  given  the  (immediate 
grantees  a  right  of  action  because  of  the 
encumbrance  as  soon  as  the  deed  was  exe- 
cuted. Williams  v.  O'Donnell,  26:  1094, 
74  Atl.  205,  225  Pa.  321. 
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GoveURnta  running  with  land. 

6.  A  covenant  against  eviction  runs 
with  the  land.  Williams  v.  O'Donnell,  aO: 
1094,   74   Atl.   205,   225   Pa.   321. 


CRIMINAIi  IiAW. 

Various  particular  crimes,  see  Arson; 
Assault;  Banks,  6;  Homicide;  In- 
cest; Intoxicating  Liquors,  5-7; 
Nuisances,  5. 

Effect  of  escape  on  right  to  appeal,  see 
Appeal  and  Error,  2,  12. 

Reversal  of  conviction  for  misconduct 
of  jury,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  36. 

Prejudicial  error  in  introduction  of 
decree  based  on  ex  parte  affldavits, 
see  Appeal  and  Error,  26. 

Criminal  liability  of  corporation,  see 
Corporations,  4. 

Jurisdiction  in  criminal  case,  see 
Courts,  8. 

Evidence  in  criminal  cases  generally, 
see  Evidence. 

Civil  liability  for  false  arrest  and  im- 
prisonment, see  False  Imprison- 
ment. 

As  to  habeas  corpus,  see  Habeas  Cor- 
pus. 

Proper  remedy  to  question  compliance 
with  statute  requiring  preliminary 
examination,  see  Indictment,  etc., 
2. 

Ordinance  making  all  offenses  which 
are  misdemeanors  under  laws  of 
state,  misdemeanors  under  ordi- 
nance, see  Municipal  Corporations, 
6. 

Arguments  of  counsel,  see  Trial,  1. 

Change  of  venue,  see  Venue,  4. 

Competency  of  witnesses,  see  Wit- 
nesses, 1. 

Corroboration  of  witness,  see  Wit- 
nesses, 4,  6. 

Right  to  speedy  trial. 

Right  of  appellate  court  to  considet 
delay  of  trial,  see  Appeal  and  Er- 
ror, 15. 

1.  A  prisoner  is  not  entitled  to  be  dis- 
charged because  not  brought  to  trial  within 
two  terjns  after  his  arrest,  where  the  delay 
was  caused  by  his  own  conduct  or  condi- 
tion. Com.  v.  Fisher,  26:  1009,  75  Atl.  204, 
226  Pa.  180. 

NecesHity   of   indictment,   presentment, 

or  information. 

Effect  of  absence  of  valid  indictment 
on  jurisdiction  of  Federal  court, 
see  Courts,  8. 

As  to  requisites  and  sufficiency  of  in- 
dictment, information,  and  com- 
plaint, see  Indictment,  etc. 

2.  A  paper  indorsed  "A  True  Bill,"  and 
handed  by  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jury 
to  the  clerk  of  court  when  the  court  is 
not  in  session,  and  when  none  of  the  grand 
jurors  except  the  foreman  is  present,  is  not 
sufficient  to  place  an  accused  on  trial  for 
an  infamous  crime,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Federal  Constitution  that  no  per- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


I  son  shall  be  held  to  answer  foi  sndi  a  oioe 
unless  by  an  indictment  of  the  grand  juy, 

I  since  to  constitute  a  valid  indictiEenc  t'Jt 
paper  must  be  brought  publicly  into  court 
by  all  the  members  of  the  juty.  Bene^t 
V.  United  States,  36:  683,  172  Fed.  646.  r. 
C.   C.   A.    172.  (AnnobUili 

3.  I'lic  piesentment  of  an  alleged  io- 
dictment  by  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jar; 
to  the  clerk  of  court,  at  a  time  when  t'w 
court  is  not  in  session,  is  not  a  mere  irregu- 
larity, which  is  cured  by  a  statute  cur- 
ing defects  or  imperfections  in  matters  of 
form  only,  not  tending  to  prejudice  ai- 
cused.  Renegar  v.  United  States,  a6: 683, 
172  Fed.  646,  97  C.  C.  A.  172. 
Sentence  and  imprisonment. 

Order  revoking  conditional  parole,  »k 
directing  rearrest,  as  deprivati'D 
of  liberty  witliout  due  procesi  ot 
law,  see  Constitutional  I«w,  20. 

Habeas  corpus  to  secure  release  of 
convict  rearrested  for  violation  of 
parole,  see  Habeas  Corpus,  3. 

4.  A  law  allowing  specified  deductions 
from  terms  of  imprisonment  for  good  be- 
havior is  not  an  unconstitutional  i^frin«^ 
ment  of  the  prerogative  of  the  governor 
to  pardon,  as  it  docs  not  restrict  or  inter- 
fere with  such  power  in  any  way,  but  sim- 
pl;^  fixes  the  term  of  imprisonment  in  cer- 
tain cases  and  upon  certain  conditii'in 
thus  entering  into  and  becoming  a  part  "'. 
the  judgment  and  sentence  of  the  c^urt 
He  Itidley,  a6:  110,  106  Pac  649,  —  Ukl.. 
Crim.  Rep.  — . 

Parole. 

6.  A  "parole"  In  criminal  law  is  tV 
release  of  a  convict  from  imprisonment  u;- 
on  certain  conditions  to  be  observed  b; 
him,  and  a  suspension  of  his  sentence  dur- 
ing his  liberty  thus  granted.  Re  Ridley. 
a6:  no,  100  Pac.  649,  —  Okla.  Crim.  Rep. 

6.  A  statute  creating  a  state  board  of 
pardons,  defining  itr  duties,  and  restrict- 
ing the  governor  in  the  exercise  of  tii': 
pardoning  power,  is  unconstitutional  ind 
void,  when  the  pardoning  power  is  by  tv 
Constitution  vested  exclusively  in  the  chief 
executive  of  the  state,  subject  to  suck  res- 
ulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  as 
such  provision  merely  vests  the  I^islatuie 
with  power  to  provide  regulations  relatiw 
to  the  manner  of  applying  for  pardon.-. 
and  not  witli  power  to  restrict  the  power 
of  the  governor  to  grant  them.  Re  Kidley. 
a6:  no,  106  Pac.  640,  —  Okla.  Crim.  Rff- 

7.  A  governor  having  exclusive  po«r 
to  parole  a  convict,  with  such  restrictiom 
and  limitations  as  lie  may  deem  proper, 
may,  upon  violation  of  the  parole,  direct 
the  rearrest  and  return  to  custody  of  tie 
convict  to  serve  out  the  unexpired  part  of 
his  sentence  as  though  no  parole  had  been 
granted,  although  the  original  term  votiM 
have  expired  but  for  the  suspension  there- 
of. Re  Ridley,  a6:  no,  100  Pac  M9,  ' 
Okla.  Crim.  Rep.  —, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CROPS— DAMAGES. 


1266 


CROPS. 

Oral  contract  to  superintend  ranking 
and  gathering  of,  see  Contracts,  7. 

CROSS  BILIi. 

Dismissal  of,  for  lack  of  Jnriadiotlon, 

see  Courts,  7. 
In  general,  see  Pleading,  12,  13. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION. 

Of  witnesses,  see  Witnesses,  2,  3. 

CRUELTY. 

As  ground  for  divorce,  see  Divorce,  1, 
2. 

CUSTODY. 

Of  infants,  see  Constitutional  Law,  3; 
Infants,    6-0. 

CUSTOM. 

Effect  of,  on  liability  of  title  abstrac- 
ter, see  Abstracts. 
Creation  of  contract  by,  see  Contracts, 

1,  2. 
Evidence  of,  see  Evidence,  30. 

A  'Custom  which  would  relieve  a 
purchaser  from  the  obligations  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  doctrine  of  caveat  emptor, 
which  requires  a  vendee  to  protect  himself 
by  express  covenants  and  investigation  of 
the  title  which  he  is  to  acquire,  is  con- 
trary to  law,  and  cannot  be  set  up  to  con- 
trol the  law.  Thomas  v.  Guarantee  Title 
&.  T.  Co.  36:  I3I0,  91  N.  E.  183,  81  Ohio 
St.  432. 

DAMAGES. 

Reversal  for  error  in;  effect  of  omis- 
sion of  evidence  from  transcript, 
see  Appeal  and  Error,  6. 

Prejudicial  error  in  admission  of  evi- 
dence on  question  of,  see  Appeal 
and  Error,  26. 

Instructions  as  to,  aee  Appeal  and  Er- 
ror, 33. 

Evidence  on  question  of,  see  Evidence, 
35,  36. 

New  trial  because  of  excessive  dam- 
ages, see  'New  Trial. 

Nominal. 

1.  Nominal  damages  only  can  be 
awarded  a  remote  grantee  for  breach  of 
covenants  of  seisin  and  warranty  in  a  deed 
of  real  estate,  where  there  is  no  proof  of 
the  consideration  paid  by  him  or  the  in- 
termediate grantor  for  the  property.  Cole- 
man V.  Lucksinger,  26:  934,  123  S.  W.  441, 
224  Mo.  I. 

2.  The  damage  sustained  by  the  owner 
of  lands  abutting  upon  a  highway,  by  the 
taking  of  a  strip  immediately  adjoining 
his  property  line,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing thereon  a  telephone  and  telegraph 
line,  is  not,  as  a  matter  of  law,  merely 
nominal,  but  is  substantial  in  the  sense 
that  the  owner  is  entitled  to  recover  com- 
pensation for  all  damage  actually  sustained. 
Tri-State  Teleph.  ft  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Cosgriff, 
30:  1 171,  124  N.  W.  75,  —  N.  D.  — . 
20  LJUL(N.8.) 


On  contracts  Kcneralljr. 

3.  For  breach  of  contract  to  take  a 
livery  rig  for  a  certain  number  of  days 
the  contract  price  is  not  the  proper  measure 
of  damages.  Kilpatrick  ▼.  Inman,  26:  188, 
106  Pac.  1080,  46  Colo.  614. 

4.  That  the  erection  of  a  building  on 
a  lot  does  not  increase  the  value  of  the 
property  to  the  extent  of  the  cost  of  the 
building  will  not  prevent  the  contractor 
from  holding  the  owner  responsible  for  such 
cost,  in  case  the  parties  do  not  agree 
as  to  the  contract  price,  so  that  the  amount 
to  be  paid  is  left  to  implication  of  law. 
Vickery  v.  Ritchie,  a6:  810,  88  N.  E.  836, 
202  Mass.  247. 

6.  The  measure  of  damages  in  an  ac- 
tion by  a  grantee  whose  unrecorded  title 
has  been  destroyed  by  a  subsequent  con- 
veyance by  tlie  original  grantor  of  the  same 
land  to  an  innocent  purchaser,  and  the 
recording  of  the  subsequent  deed,  is  the 
value  of  the  land  at  the  time  he  lost  title 
thereto,  less  the  taxes  thereon  and  the 
amount  received  by  him  from  the  second 
grantee  for  a  dec<l  of  the  land  executed 
subsequent  to  the  loss  of  title,  but  prior 
to  the  bringing  of  the  action  for  such  loss. 
Hilligas  V.  Kuns,  a6:  384,  124  N.  W.  925, 
—  Neb.  — . 

In  respect  to  freight. 

Statute  fixing  amount  of  recovery  in 
the  case  of  delay  in  transportation 
of  live  stock,  see  Action  or  Suit, 
1 ;  Constitutional  Law,  19. 

6.  A  carrier  which  delivers  a  portion 
of  a  consignment  to  one  not  entitled  to  re- 
ceive it  is  not,  in  an  action  against  it  for 
damages  resulting  from  its  conversion,  en- 
titled to  credit  for  the  amount  which  had 
been  collected  from  the  bankrupt  estate  of 
the  one  receiving  the  property,  as  a  divi- 
dend, upon  the  value  of  the  portion  not  so 
delivered,  under  the  mistaken  belief  that 
the  whole  consignment  was  delivered  to 
him,  although  such  undelivered  portion 
was  subsequently  found  and  delivered  to 
the  proper  consignee.  Louisville  &  A.  R. 
Co.  v.  Hiram  Blow  ft  Co.  a6:  555,  124  S. 
W.  301,  —  Ky.  — . 

Personal  injuries;  death. 

New  trial  because  of  excessive  damages, 
see  New  Trial. 

7.  Substantial  damages  may  be  given 
for  the  negligent  killing  of  a  child  of 
tender  years,  although  he  had  no  earning 
capacity,  where  the  statute  provides  that 
the  jury  shall  give  such  damages  as  they 
shall  deem  fair  and  just.  Chesapeake  ft 
O.  R.  Co.  V.  Hawkins,  26: 309,  174  I'ed. 
607,  08  C.  C.  A.  443. 

Eminent  domain  cases. 

Prejudicial  error  in  admission  of  evi- 
dence on  question  of,  see  Appeal 
and  Error,  26. 

Evidence  on  question  of,  see  Evidence, 
35,  36. 

Right  to  compensation  for,  see  Emi- 
nent Domain,  6. 

Instructions  as  to,  see  Trial,  20. 
80 
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8.  The  damages  to  be  awarded  for  a 
riebt  of  way  for  a  telegraph  line  ia  the 
value  of  the  land  occupied  by  the  poles  and 
the  amount  of  decrease  in  the  value  of  the 
land  between  the  poles  owing  to  the  right 
to  use  it  jointly  with  the  property  owner 
for  striding  and  maintaining  the  wires. 
Illinois  ^leg.  News  Co.  v.  Meine,  26:  189, 
90  N.  E.  230,  242  111.  568.  (Annotated) 

9.  The  compensation  to  be  allowed  a 
property  owner  for  the  opening  of  a  road 
through  the  property  should,  under  a  Con- 
stitution requiring  compensation  for  prop- 
erty taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  be  de- 
termined by  finding  the  difference  between 
the  actual  value  of  the  general  tract  im- 
mediately before,  and  the  actual  value  of 
the  remainder  immediately  after,  the  tak- 
ing, excluding  from  consideration  any  en- 
hancement 01  or  added  value  to  the  land 
not  taken,  by  reason  of  the  opening  or  use 
of  the  road.  Broadway  Coal  Min.  Co.  v. 
Smith,  36:  56s,  125  S.  W.   157,  —  Ky.  — . 

10.  The  compensation  to  be  awarded  for 
taking  a  right  of  way  for  a  railroad 
through  a  tract  of  land  must  include  not 
only  the  value  of  the  property  taken,  but 
the  diminished  value  of  the  residue.  St. 
Louis,  I.  M.  &  8.  R.  Co.  v.  Theodore  Max- 
field  Co.  36:  nil,  120  S.  W.  83,  —  Ark.  — . 

11.  In  determining  the  damages  to  be 
awarded  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
through  a  tract  of  land  which  has  been 
platted  as  an  addition  to  a  city,  but  not 
yet  opened  up,  the  fact  of  its  adaptability 
may  oe  taken  into  consideration,  and  the 
market  value  of  the  property  determined 
with  reference  to  the  value  of  the  lots.  St. 
I.iOuis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  V.  Theodore  Max- 
field  Co.  36:  nil,  126  S.  W.  83,  —  Ark. 

12.  The  measure  of  damages  for  injuries 
to  trees  growing  on  land  ^adjoining  land 
condemned  as  a  right  of  way  for  a  tele- 
phone and  telegraph  line  is  that  part  of 
the  depr^iation  in  value,  at  the  time  of 
trial,  of  the  entire  tract  not  taken,  caused 
by  the  injuries  to  the  trees  thereon  con- 
sidered as  a  part  of  the  realty,  by  the  ap- 
propriation of  a  part  of  the  land  to  the 
uses  of  tlie  party  condemning.  Tri-State 
Teleph.  Sc.  Teleg.  Co.  v.  CosgrifF,  36:  1171, 
124  N.  W.  76,  —  N.  D.  — . 

13.  Tlie  measure  of  damages  for  injuries 
to  trees  growing  on  land  condemned  as  a 
right  of  way  for  a  telephone  and  telegraph 
line  is  that  part  of  the  damage  sustained 
at  the  time  of  the  trial  by  the  property 
taken  which  was  caused  by  the  injuries  to 
the  trees.  Tri-State  Teleph.  &  Teleg.  Co. 
V.  Cosgriff,  36:  1171,  124  N.  W.  76,  —  N. 
D.  — . 

14.  The  measure' of  damages  to  which  a 
property  owner  is  entitled  for  the  taking,  in 
an  adjoining  highway,  of  a  strip  of  land 
for  a  telephone  and  telegraph  line,  is  the 
present  value  of  the  owner's  interest  in  the 
land  actually  taken,  and  the  depreciation 
in  value  sustained,  at  the  time  of  the  trial, 
by   land  adjoining  that  taken,  by  the  ap- 

26  L.B.A.(N.S.) 


propriation  to  the  uses  of  the  party  con- 
demning. Tri-State  Teleph.  t  Teleg.  Co. 
v.  Cosgriff,  36:  1171,  124  N.  W.  75,  —  X. 
D.  — . 

15.  A  constitutional  provision  to  the  ef- 
fect that  damages  in  condemnation  proceed- 
ings shall  be  assessed  irrespective  of  bene- 
fita  applies  to  damages  assessed  for  diminu- 
tion in  value  of  property  not  taken.  St 
Louis,  I.  M.  &.  8.  R.  Co.  v.  Theodoiv  Max- 
field  Co.  36:  mi,  126  S.  W.  83,  —  Ark. 

16'.  Benefits  cannot  be  set  off  against 
the  conseauential  injuries  to  property  a 
portion  of  which  is  taken  for  a  public 
road,  where  the  Constitution  requires  com- 
pensation to  be  made  for  property  taken, 
injured,  or  destroyed.  Broadway  Coal  Mia 
Co.  V.  Smith,  26:  565,  125  8.  W.  157,  — 
Ky.  -. 
Loss  of  proflts. 

17.  Breach  by  a  railroad  company  of  its 
contract  to  furnish  cars  to  a  coal  miner 
will  not  render  it  liable  for  profits  wbicb 
the  miner  lost  because  of  inability  to  de 
liver  coal  under  a  contract  which  he  se- 
cured after  the  contract  with  the  railroad 
company  was  executed,  although  the  rail- 
road company  knew  of  it  at  the  time  of 
its  breach,  since  such  profits  were  not  ic 
contemplation  of  the  parties  when  the  con- 
tract was  made.  Clyde  Coal  Co.  v.  Pitts- 
burgh &  L.  E.  R.  Co.  36:  1191,  75  AtL 
500,  220  Pa.   391.  (Annotated. 

DANGEROUS  AGENCIES. 

As  to  electricity,  see  Electricity. 

Master's  liability  for  servant's  use  of. 
see  Master  and   Servant,  16,  19. 

Negligence  as  to,  generally,  see  Negli- 
gence, 1. 

DEATH. 

Damages  for  negligent  killing  of  child, 
see  Damages,  7. 

Sufficiency  of  evidence  to  sustain  finJ- 
ing  as  to,  see  Evidence,  45,  46. 

Estoppel  to  claim  that  death  occurre-l 
at  certain   time,  see  Insurance.  3l. 

Cause  of  death  of  insured,  see  Insur- 
ance, 8. 

Question  for  jury  as  to  time  of,  see 
Trial,  18. 

Instruction  as  to  presumption  of,  st<! 
Trial,  27. 

DEBTOR  AND  CREDITOR. 

Equitable  lien  of  creditor  on  assets  M 
corporation,    see    Corporations,  f. 

Rights  of  creditors  in  alimony  or  il- 
lowance  for  support,  see  Divorce. 
7. 

Rights  of  creditor  on  division  of  prop- 
erty in  divorce  suit,  see  Divorce. 
11,   16. 

Effect  of  appointment  of  debtor  as  x<l- 
ministrator  of  creditor's  estate,  s(v 
E.Yecutors   and   Administrators.  1 

Conveyances  fraudulent  as  to  crolit- 
ors,  see  Fraudulent  Conveyances. 
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Right  of  judgment  creditors  to  main- 
tain action  to  annul  mortgage  iii 
fraud  of  tlieir  rights,  see  Parties, 

DECEDENT'S  ESTATE. 

Rights  of  heirs  and  distributees  in  {|en- 
eral,  see  Descent  and  Distribution. 

DECIiARATIONS. 

Evidence  of,  see  Evidence. 

In  pleading,  see  Pleading,  6-IOI 

DEOrCTIONS. 

From  sentence  of  convict,  see  Criminal 
Law,  4. 

DEEDS. 

Covenants  in,  generally,  see  Covenants 
and  Conditions. 

Admissibility  in  evidence,  see  Evidence, 
12. 

Parol  evidence  of  contents,  see  Evi- 
dence, 15. 

Bar  of  suit  for  reformation  of,  see 
Limitation  of  Actions,  2. 

Recording  of,  see  Records  and  Record- 
ing Laws. 

Creation  of  trust  by,  see  Trusts. 

Rights  of  purchasers  generally,  see 
Vendor  and  Purchaser. 

1.  A  clause  providing  for  the  reverter 
of  land  in  case  the  grantee  dies  without 
|[K>dily  heirs,  in  the  habendum  of  a  deed 
conveying  property  to  the  separate  use  of 
a  married  woman  to  have  and  to  hold  to 
her,  her  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  is  void, 
and  the  fee  passes  to  the  grantee.  Hughes 
V.  Hammond,  a6:  808,  125  S.  W.  144,  — 
Ky.  -. 

2.  A  conveyance  by  one  to. whom  prop- 
erty is  deeded  to  have  and  to  hold  to 
liim  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  will 
defeat  a  clause  in  the  habendum  providing 
for  a  reverter  in  case  the  grantee  dies  with- 
out bodily  heira.  Hughes  v.  Hammond,  36: 
808,   125  S.  W.  144,  —  Ky.  — . 

I>EFAtriiT  JUDGMENT. 

Right  to  open,  see  Judgment,  14. 

DEFENSE. 

In  general,  see  Action  or   Suit,  1,  2. 
Review  on  appeal  of  refusal  to  permit 

amendment  to  set  up,  see  Appeal 

and  Error,  19. 
In  prosecution  for  assault,  see  Assault, 

2. 
In  action  to  hold  collecting  bank  liable 

for  money  paid  on  check,  which  it 

has  refunded,  gee  Banks,  4. 
In  proceedings  to  abate  nuisance,   see 

Nuisances,  6,  7. 

DEFINITEXES8. 

Of  charitable  bequests,  see  Charities, 
4-8. 

DBTINITIONS. 

Of  bona  fide  holder,  see  Bills  and  Notes, 
130. 
SO  iaUA.(N.S.) 


In  action  to  recover  penalty  for  delay 
in  transportation,  see  Carriers,  18. 
Of  civil  conspiracy,  see  Conspiracy,  1. 
Parole,  see  Criminal  Law,  6. 

DEIiAT. 

In  prosecution  of  criminal,  see  Appeal 
and  Error,  15;  Criminal  Law,  1. 

]>BI<EGATION  OF  POWER. 

By  voters  to  city  council  to  fix  amount 

of  bonds,  see  Bonds,  2. 
Constitutionality  of,  see  Constitutional 

Law,  2. 

DEIilVERT. 

Of  personalty  sold,  see  Sale,  1. 

DEMURRER. 

In  general,  see  Pleading,  14-17. 
To  evidence,  see  Trial,  23. 

DEPOSITIONS. 

Admissibility  in  evidence,  see  Evidence, 
11. 

DESCENT  AND  DISTRIBUTION. 

Conflict  of  laws  as  to,  see  Conflict  of 

Laws,  6. 
Direction  of  verdict  in  action  by  heir 

to    recover    distributive    share    of 

estate,  see  Trial,  22. 

Brothers  and  sisters  of  the  half 
blood  of  the  ancestor  are  included  in  a 
statutory  provision  for  descent  of  ancestoral 
real  estate  to  "brothers  and  sisters,"  where 
that  term  is  used  without  limitation.  Stock- 
ton V.  Frazier,  36:  603,  00  N.  E.  168,  81  Ohio 
St.  227.  (AnnoUted) 

DESERTION. 

As  ground  for  divorce,  see  Divorce,  3. 

DESTRUCTION. 

Of  property  as  crime,  see  Indictment, 
etc.,  4;  Nuisances,  6. 

DIRECTION  OF  VERDICT. 

In  general,  see  Trial,  21,  22. 

DIRECTORS. 

Of  corporation,  see  Corporations,  6. 

DISCHARGE. 

In   bankruptcy,  see  Bankruptcy,  6,  7. 
Of  surety,  see  Principal  and  Surety. 

DISCRETION. 

Review  of,  on  appeal,  see  Appeal  and 

Error,  8,  19,  20. 
Of  trustee  of  charity,  see  Charities,  5, 

8. 


DISCRIMINATION. 

Unconstitutionality    of,    see    Constitu- 
tional Law,  5-13. 
By  gas  company,  see  Gas,  1. 
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DISEASR. 

Liability  of  carrier  for  communication 
of,  to  live  stock,  see  Carriers,  IG; 
Evidence,  37;  Trial,  16. 

PISMISSAIi. 

Of  appeal,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  12. 

Of  divorce  amt,  see  Divorce,  4. 

Of  case  as  to  alleged  a^nt  as  election 
to  hold  undtsclosed  principal,  see 
Election  of  Remedies,  1. 

Of  prosecution  as  evidence  of  want  of 
probable  cause,  see  Evidence,  3. 

Where  proper  application  is  made  by 
a  nonresident  defendant  for  the  removal  of 
a  case  from  the  state  court  to  the  United 
States  court,  which  application  is  refused 
by  the  state  court,  whose  judgment  is  re- 
versed on  writ  of  error  to  the  supreme 
court  of  the  state,  the  plaintifT  cannot  dis- 
miss the  case,  so  as  to  defeat  the  removal 
of  the  case  to  the  United  States  court,  by 
an  entry  of  dismissal  made  by  his  attorney 
on  the  original  papers,  before  the  remit- 
titur from  the  supreme  court  has  been  form- 
ally made  the  judgment  of  the  court  from 
which  the  case  is  taken  by  writ  of  error. 
Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Kewman,  a6:  969, 
64  S.  E.  641,  132  Ga.  523. 

DITCH. 

See  Drains  and  Sewers. 


diverse:  citiz»snship. 

As  ground  of  jurisdiction,  see  Courts, 

DIVORCE  AND  SEPARATION. 

E^stoppel  to  maintain  second  suit  for 
divorce,  see  Estoppel,  2. 

Right  to  custody  of  children  on  separa- 
tion of  parents,  see  Infants,  9. 

Agreement  between  husband  and  wife, 
in  view  of  separation,  as  to  cus- 
tody of  children,  see  Infants,  6. 

Sufllciency  of  complaint  in  action  for, 
see  Pleading,  10. 

Grounds. 

1.  That  a  wife  united  with  a  religioits 
sect,  and  thereafter,  in  accordance  with  the 
tenets  thereof,  refused  to  accord  her  hus- 
band marital  rights;  that  she  became  en- 
raged at  his  refusal  to  submit  all  their 
property  to  such  religious  society;  and  that 
she  constantly  chided  him  for  his  sinfulness, 
and  sought  to  estrange  his  children  from 
him  i//  maligning  and  abusing  him  in  their 
presence, — ^is  not  sufficient  to  authorize  a 
divorce  for  extreme  cruelty  of  the  wife, 
since,  to  warrant  a  divorce  therefor,  the 
conduct  must  be  such  as  will  endanger  life 
or  health,  or  will  cause  a  reasonable  appre- 
hension of  bodily  harm,  and,  while  the  in- 
jury may  be  mental,  it  must  be  such  as  to 
render  it  impracticable  for  the  complainant 
to  discharge  marital  duties  with  reasonahle 
safety;  mere  inconvenience,  unhappiness,  or 
incompatibility  of  temperament  or  disposi- 
tion, rendering  the  marital  relation  dis- 
gC  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


agreeable  and  burdensome,  not  being  (u(S- 
cient.  Prall  v.  Prall,  26:  577,  50  So.  867,  — 
Fla.  — . 

2.  Incompatibility  of  tastes  or  temper- 
ament, or  estrangement  produced  by  differ- 
ences of  opinion  growing  out  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  household  atfairs,  when  not  ac- 
companied by  physical  violence,  and  when  it 
will  not,  by  operating  through  the  mental 
faculties,  produce  injury  to  the  physical 
system,  does  not  constitute  extreme  cruel- 
ty BulHcient  to  warrant  the  granting  of  an 
absolute  divorce  therefor.  Barker  v.  Bar- 
ker, a6:  909,  106  Pac.  347,  —  Okltt.  — . 

3.  The  mere  refusal  of  a  wife  for  ovfr 
a  year  to  accord  her  husband  marital  priv- 
ileges, in  accordance  with  the  tenets  of  « 
religious  sect  with  which  she  had  becoiiK 
affiliated,  is  not  of  itself  such  a  desertion 
of  the  husband  as  authorizes  him  to  secure 
a  divorce  for  wilful,  obstinate,  and  con- 
tinued desertion  for  one  year.  Prall  v. 
Prall,  »6:  577,  60  So.  867,  —  Fla.  — . 
Defenses. 

4.  The  court  must  enforce  of  its  own 
motion,  although  defendant  makes  default, 
a  provision  in  a  statute  authorizing  divor- 
ces, that  a  divorce  must  be  denied  when  the 
cause  is  conviction  of  felony,  unless  the  ac- 
tion is  commenced  within  a  certain  tiin; 
after  final  judgment  and  sentence.  Frank- 
lin V.  Franklin,  26:  490,  106  Pac.  353.  40 
Mont.  348.  (Annotatodi 

5.  An  absolute  divorce  cannot  be  denial 
to  one  establishing  a  statutory  grouDj 
therefor,  because  she  had  alreody  obtained 
one  divorce  and  another  had  been  grant;  d 
against  her  for  her  own  fault,  while  proper 
investigation  on  her  part  would  have  shoini 
her  that  her  latest  matrimonial  venture 
could  not  be  a  happy  one,  although  the  stat- 
ute provides  that  the  divorce  may  be  grant- 
ed whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  shall  be  ^url. 
that  it  will  be  discreet  and  proper  so  to  i-x 
Orton  V.  Orton,  a6:  276,  123  N.  W.  1103,  - 
Mich.  — . 

Alimony. 

Time  for  motion  to  reconsider  order 
denying  alimony,  see  Motions  aoi 
Orders. 

6.  Temporary  alimony  may  be  granted 
defendant  in  a  suit  to  annul  a  marriage  oa 
the  ground  that  it  was  void  because  defend 
ant  was  at  the  time  married  to  another. 
which  is  denied,  where  the  statute  provide- 
that  in  such  actions  all  provisions  of  Uk 
law  in  relation  to  the  granting  of  divorces 
shall  be  applicable.  Ricard  ▼.  Rieaid,  t6: 
500,  121  N.  W.  525,  —  Iowa,  — . 

(Annotatfdl 

7.  An  allowance  for  support,  adjudp* 
in  a  divorce  action,  does  not  constitute  in 
debtedness  to  the  party  in  whose  favor  the 
allowance  is  made,  which  can  be  reached  by 
creditors  of  the  latter.  Brenger  v.  Brenger, 
26:  387,  125  N.  W.  109,  —  Wis.  — . 

8.  Permanent  alimony  cannot,  in  the 
absence  of  express  statute,  be  allowed  a 
husband   out  gf  the  property  or  earning 
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>f     the  wife.     Brengor  v.  Brcnger,  a6:  387, 
25  N.  W.  100,  —  Wis.  — . 

0.  The  granting,  in  an  action  for  di- 
'orcc  and  alimony,  of  an  allowance  of  $25 
>er  month,  payable  at  specified  intervale 
luring  life,  or  a  specified  gross  sum,  at  the 
>I>tion  of  the  party  required  to  pay  the  al- 
lowance, is  a  decree  for  "alimony,"  whether 
so  stated  or  not,  and  therefore  within  the 
rule  denying  a  husband  permanent  alimony 
3ut  of  the  separate  estate  of  the  wife,  where 
not  expressely  made  allowable  by  statute. 
Brenger  v.  Brenger,  a6:  387,  125  N.  W.  100, 

Wis.  — . 

Otiior  property  rights. 

10.  An  adjustment  of  property  rights, 
raade  upon  the  granting  of  a  divorce,  which 
is  based  in  part  upon  the  suggestion  of  tlie 
(ittorney  for  a  judgment  creditor  of  one  of 
tlie  parties  that  the  judgment  could  be  set- 
tled for  a  certain  sum,  whereas  the  judg- 
ment was  entered  for  a  much  larger  sum, 
there  being  no  binding  obligation  to  settle 
the  claim  for  less  than  the  amount  due,  is 
erroneous,  as  findings  of  fact  must  I>e  con- 
strued from  a  strictly  legal  viewpoint, 
Nvhich  would  require  the  adjustment  to  be 
based  upon  the  sum  for  which  the  judg- 
ment was  entered.  Brenger  v.  Brenger,  26: 
387, 125  N.  W.  100,  —  Wis.  — . 

11.  In  settling  the  property  rights  of 
parties  upon  a  judicial  dissolution  of  their 
marriage  contract,  it  is  proper,  if  not  the 
duty  of  the  court,  so  to  provide  as  to  pre- 
Hprve  to  them,  subject  to  their  individual 
rij^litg  after  the  separation  of  contracting 
to  the  contrary,  their  statutory  exemptions 
from  claims  of  creditors,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  indebtedness  of  each,  in  determin- 
ing the  property  status  to  be  dealt  with  in 
settling  property  rights,  should  be  con- 
sidered. Brenger  v.  Brenger,  a6:  387,  126  N. 
W.  100,  —  Wis.  — , 

12.  In  adjusting  property  rights  of  the 
parties  in  a  divorce  action,  a  conveyance 
(luring  coverture  by  the  husband  to  the  wife 
to  compensate  her  for  care  of  him  should 
be  set  aside,  where  she  has  without  reason- 
able excuse  defaulted  in  performance,  and 
the  property  should  be  adjusted  as  if  no 
such  conveyance  had  been  made,  unless  the 
wife  has  been  in  possession  thereunder,  in 
which  case  allowance  to  the  husband  of  a 
reasonable  rental  value  should  be  made. 
Brenger  v.  Brenger,  36:  387,  125  N.  W.  109, 
—  Wis.  — . 

13.  The  property  of  the  husband,  and 
that  of  the  wife  derived  from  him,  may  be 
considered  together  in  making  a  permanent 
adjustment  of  property  rights,  upon  a  ju- 
dicial termination  of  their  marital  rela- 
tions; but  no  part  of  the  separate  prop- 
erty of  the  wife  not  so  derived  can  prop- 
erly be  devested  and  transferred  to  the  hus- 
band, or  burdened  by  his  debts.  Brenger  v. 
Brenger,  26:  387,  125  N.  W.  109,  —  Wis.  — . 

14.  Only  such  judicial  authority  to  make 
a  division  of  property  between  the  partic 
to  a  divorce  action  exists  as  is  expressly 
granted  bv  statute.  Brcnger  v.  Brenger, 
16:  387,  125  N.  W.  100,  —  Wis.  — , 

28  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


15.  Payments  in  money,  required  by  the 
judgment  in  a  divorce  action  to  be  made  by 
one  party  to  the  other  as  the  portion  of 
that  other,  upon  a  division  of  the  property 
of  the  parties,  may  be  reached  by  the  cred- 
itors of  that  other.  Brenger  v.  Brenger, 
26:  387,  125  N.  W.  100,  —  Wis.  -^ 

DOCCMENTAKY  EVIDENCE!. 

See  Kvideiice,  9-14. 

DOMESTIC  REIiATIONS. 

See  Divorce;  Infants;  Master  and 
Servant. 

DOWER. 

Proper  remedy  to  review  decree  of 
bankruptcy  court  disallowing  claim 
for,  see  Appeal  and  ICrror,  1. 

Conflict  of  laws  as  to,  see  Conflict  of 
Laws,  4,  5. 

Estoppel  to  claim  dower  rights  in  home- 
stead, see  Estoppel,  3. 

Congress  has  no  power  to  terminate 
the  dower  rights  existing  under  state  laws, 
upon  the  bankruptcy  of  the  husband. 
Ihomas  v.  Woods,  36:  1180,  173  Fed.  585, 
07  C.  C.  A.  535.  (Annotated) 

DRAINS   AND    SEWERS. 

Delegation  of  power  to  levy  taxes  for 
drainage  improvements,  see  Con- 
stitutional Law,  2. 

Provision  for  reclamation  of  land  as 
exercise  of  police  power,  see  Con- 
stitutional Law,  27. 

Power  of  municipality  to  condemn  spur 
track  to  power  plant  to  be  used  in 
connection   with   drainage   system, , 
see  Eminent  Domain,  4. 

Construction  of  statute  as  to,  so  as  to 
sustain  validity,  see  Statutes,  12. 

1.  Whether  or  not  a  statute  providing 
for  the  drainage  of  agricultural  lands  is  con- 
stitutional should  be  decided  in  the  light  of 
conditions  existing  in  the  state  where  it  is , 
enacted.  Billings  Sugar  Co.  t.  Fish,  36: 
973,  106  Pac.  665,  40  Mont.  256. 

2.  The  matter  of  public  utility  should 
be  given  great  consideration  in  determining 
whether  or  not  a  statute  providing  for  a 
system  of  drainage  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses is  constitutional.  Billings  Sugar  Co. 
V.  Fish,  36:  973,  106  Pac.  665,  40  Mont.  256. 

DRUGS  AND  DRUGGISTS. 

Prejudicial  error  in  admission  of  evi- 
dence in  action  against,  for  negli- 
gence, see  Appeal  and  Error,  24. 

Constitutionality  of  statute  limiting 
sale  of  medicines  to  licensed  phar- 
macists, see  Constitutional  Law, 
10,  31. 

Evidence  in  action  against  druggist  for 
negligence  in  sale  of  wood  alcohol, 
see  Evidence,  25. 

What  included  within  statute  forbid- 
ding sale  of  medicines  and  poisons 
except  in  presence  of  licensed  phar- 
macist, see  License. 
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1.  A  druggist  is  not  relieved  of  a  stat- 
utory duty  to  label  wood  alcohol  as  poison- 
ous, by  the  fact  that  it  was  obtained  upon 
a  statement  that  it  was  to  be  used  as  a 
liniment,  although  the  purchaser  intended 
to  use  it  as  a  beverage,  and  did  so  use  it. 
Campbell  v.  Brown,  26:  1142,  106  Fac.  37, 
81  Kan.  480. 

i.  That  a  druggist  supposed  a  poison- 
ous liquid  sold  by  him  was  to  be  used  ex- 
ternally, and  not  as  a  beverage,  does  not 
relieve  him  of  the  statutory  duty  to  label 
the  bottle  poisonous,  where  the  statute  does 
not  except  from  its  operation  sales  of 
poison  to  be  used  externally.  Campbell  v. 
Brown,  36:  1143,  106  Pac.  37,  81  Kan.  480. 

DRITMMRRS. 

Forbidding  drumming  at   railroad   sta- 
tions, see  Constitutional  Law,  30. 

DUE  PROCESS  OP  LAW. 

See  Constitutional  Law,  14-26. 

EASEMENTS. 

Kotice  of,  see  Notice. 

1.  That  a  road  over  one  portion  of  a 
tract  *t  land  for  the  benefit  of  another 
portion  was  intended  by  the  owner  to  be 
only  temporary  will  not  prevent  a  right  to 
its  permanent  use  from  passing  with  the 
grant  of  the  latter  portion,  where,  at  the 
time  of  the  grant,  it  was  apparent,  with 
nothing  to  indicate  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  be  permanent.  Liquid  Carbonic  Co.  v. 
Wallace,  36:  337,  68  Atl.  1021,  219  Pa.  457. 

(Annotated) 

2.  The  easement  in  a  permanent  cement 
walk  which  has  been  constructed  by  a  prop- 
erty owner  along  the  edge  of  property 
which  he  has  subdivided  into  buildmg  lots, 
to  furnish  access  from  such  lots  to  the 
street,  will,  upon  severance  of  the  property, 
pass  to  the  grantees  of  the  respective  por- 
tions thereof.  Rollo  v.  Nelson,  26:  315,  96 
Pac.  263,  34  Utah,  116.  (Annotated) 

3.  Where  one,  in  laying  out  building 
lots,  lays  out  a  driveway  in  front  thereof, 
and  adjoining  it,  inside  the  lot  lines,  con- 
structs a  cement  sidewalk,  his  conveyance 
of  the  lots  with  all  and  singular  the  ap- 
purtenances thereto  belonging  or  in  any 
wise  appertaining,  together  with  a  perpetual 
right  of  way  along  the  driveway,  docs  not, 
because  of  the  special  mention  of  the  drive- 
way, prevent  the  passing  of  an  easement  in 
the  walk.  Rollo  v.  Nelson,  a6:  315,  96  Pac. 
263,  34  Utah,  116. 

4.  A  passageway  inclosed  on  both  sides, 
consisting  of  planks,  with  steps  leading  to 
them  at  both  ends,  furnishing  access  from 
a  house  located  on  one  street  to  a  parallel 
street  in  the  rear,  across  property  owned 
by  the  one  who  owns  the  house,  which  is 
reasonably  necessary  to  th»  enjoyment  of 
the  property  on  which  the  house  is  located, 
will  pass  by  implication  with  a  grant  of  the 
latter  property.  German  Saving  &  L.  Co. 
V.  Gordon,  a6:  331,  102  Pac.  736,  —  Or.  — . 

(Annotated) 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


e:jection. 

Of  passenger,  see  Carriers,  II. 

EJECTMENT. 

Conclusiveness,  as  against  landlord  or 
his  grantee,  of  judgment  in  action 
of  ejectment  against  tenant,  see 
Judgment,  11,  12. 

An  instrument  by  which  one  grants, 
demises,  leases,  and  lets  to  another  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land  for  a  term  of  years  tor 
the  sole  and  only  purpose  of  mining  and 
operating  for  oil,  gas,  and  other  minerals, 
confers  an  estate  in  the  land  which  m^y  be 
protected  against  one  claiming  a  title  para- 
mount to  that  of  the  lessor  by  ejectment, 
although  the  lessee  has  never  been  in  pos 
session.  Bamsdall  v.  Bradford  Gas  Ca  3fi: 
614,  74  Atl.  207,  225  Pa.  338. 

EliECTION  OF  REMEDIES. 

Estoppel  to  complain  of,  see  Appeal  and 
Error,  16. 

Compulsory  election  of,  as  reversible  er- 
ror, see  Appeal  and  Error,  23. 

Choice  of  remedies  in  case  of  election 
contest,  see  Courts,  6. 

Bar  of  former  judgment,  see  Judgment. 

Question  whether  election  has  been 
made  as  one  for  jury,  see  Trial,  17. 

1.  In  an  action  against  both  an  allc^^i 
agent  and  his  undisclosed  principal,  a  dis- 
missal at  the  close  of  the  plaintiffs'  ea.^. 
as  to  the  alleged  agent,  in  response  to  a 
motion  that  plaintiffs  be  required  to  elect, 
is  equivalent  to  an  election  to  hold  the  al- 
leged undisclosed  principal.  Gay  t.  Uren. 
36:  742,  123  N.  W.  295,  —  Minn.  — . 

2.  One  who  sells  stock  to  A  as  prin 
cipal,  and  later  is  informed  by  A  that  hr 
represented  B,  may  bring  an  action  to  re- 
cover for  breach  of  the  contract,  against 
both  A  and  B,  and  cannot  be  compelled  tn 
elect  as  between  the  defendants,  who  han 
answered  denying  the  contract  and  ihf 
agency,  before  the  evidence  has  disclo-u  j 
whether  or  not  there  was  a  sale  to  A.  and 
whether  or  not  the  relation  of  principal  anil 
agent  existed  between  A  and  B.  Rav  v. 
Uren,  a6:  742,  123  N.  W.  295,  —  Minn.  -. 

(.^nnotateOi 

3.  A  statute  providing  for  the  ft.xing  by 
the  railroad  commission  of  a  time  witliin 
which  cars  for  the  transportation  of  freiiht 
should  be  furnished  after  written  applira 
tion,  and  the  per  diem  penalty  for  failurf 
to  furnish  them  accordingly,  does  not  makf 
that  remedy  exclusive  of  the  common-liir 
action  for  damages  caused  by  a  breach  bj 
the  railroad  company  of  its  common-Uv 
duty  as  a  common  carrier  to  furnish  <ar! 
for  such  purpose  within  a  reasonable  time 
after  demand.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Moore, 
26:  851,  67  S.  E.  85,  133  Ga.  806. 

(Annotated) 

4.  A  statute  making  the  assets  of  ex- 
pired, dissolved,  and  insolvent  corporations 
trust  funds  for  the  benefit  of  their  creiiitors 
and  stockholders,  and  authorizing  suits  in 
equity  to  wind  them  up,  does  not  thereby 
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pt'ovide  an  exclusive  remedy,  or  of  itself 
take  away  the  right  to  proceed  to  judg- 
ment and  execution  at  law.  Billmyer  Lum- 
ber Co.  V.  Merchants'  Coal  Co.  a6:  ixox,  66 
S.  B.  1073,  —  W.  Ve.  — . 

EliEOTIONS. 

On  question  of  issuing  munidpal  bonds, 

see  Bonds,  3-7. 
Jurisdiction  to  decide  election  contest, 

see  Courts,  6. 
Of  remedies,  see  Election  of  Remedies. 

An  election  upon  a  proposition  to 
build  a  townhall  is  not  invalidated  by  the 
fact  that  the  proposition  is  in  a  form  re- 
quiring the  approval  of  two  contracts,  one 
for  constructing  the  building  and  the  other 
for  heating  and  lighting  it  and  furnishing 
the  plumbing, — especially  where  the  ballots 
follow  the  language  of  the  statute.  Brooks 
V.  Brooklyn,  a6: 495,  124  N.  W.  808,  — 
Iowa,  — . 

ELECTRICAIi   USES   AND    APPLIAN- 
CES. 
See  Electricity. 

ELECTRICITY. 

ijufSciency  of  evidence  to  show  line- 
man's knowledge  of  danger,  see 
Evidence,  43. 

Master's  duty  as  to  electric  uses  and 
appliances,  Ese  Master  and  Servant, 
3,  4,  9. 

Contributory  negligence  of  employee, 
see  Master  and  Servant,  12;  Trial, 
13. 

1.  An  electric  company  which  maintains 
cross-arms  and  wires  on  another's  pole  is 
not  liable  for  injury  to  an  employee  of  a 
third  company,  which  also  makes  use  of 
the  pole,  by  the  breaking  of  a  cross-arm 
under  his  weight,  if  it  was  not  aware  of 
its  defective  condition,  and  the  defect  could 
have  been  detected  by  the  injured  person  by 
proper  inspection  as  readily  as  by  the  com- 
pany. Consolidated  Gas,  E.  L.  &  P.  Co.  v. 
Chambers,  36:  509,  75  Atl.  241,  —  Md.  — 

2.  Mere  notice  to  a  lineman  that  a  cer- 
tain pole  was  bad,  and  to  look  out  for  the 
wires,  is  not  sufficient  to  charge  him  with 
notice  as  matter  of  law  that  the  insulation 
of  the  wires  was  defective.  Miner  v.  Frank- 
lin County  Telepb.  Co.  26:  1195,  75  Atl. 
653,  —  Vt.  — . 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTS. 

Uses  and  dangers  of  electricity,  see 
Electricity. 

Exercise  of  eminent  domain  to  obtain 
switch  connection  with  railroad,  by 
electric  light  company,  see  Eminent 
Domain,  1. 

Right  of  electric  light  company  to  con- 
demn land  for  use  of  railroad,  see 
Eminent  Domain,   3. 

Power  of  municipality  to  condemn 
right  of  way  for  spur  track  to 
power  plant  used  in  connection 
with  electric  light  system,  see 
Eminent  Domain,  4. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


ELECTRIC  RAILWAYS. 

As  carriers,  see  Carriers. 

Uses   and   dangers   of   elactricity,   see 

Electricity. 
In  general,  see  Street  Railroads. 

ELEEMOSYNARY  INSTITUTIONS. 

See  Charities. 

ELEVATORS. 

1.  The  owner  of  an  office  building  does 
not  owe  the  duty  of  keeping  closed  the 
doors  to  the  elevator  wells  to  one  who  goes 
into  the  building  seeking  information  about 
one  not  a  tenant  of  or  employed  in  it,  since 
he  is  a  mere  licensee.  Stanwood  v.  Clancey, 
a6:  iai3,  76  Atl.  293,  —  Me.  — . 

(Annotated) 

2.  One  was  guilty  of  negligence  as  mat- 
ter of  law  who  stepped  into  a  well-lighted, 
unguarded  elevator  well,  under  the  mistaken 
belief  that  the  opening  was  the  entrance  to 
an  office,  where  the  merest  attentive  glance 
would  have  disclosed  the  truth.  Stanwood 
V.  Clancey,  a6:  1413,  75  Atl.  293,  —  Me.  ~. 

ELKINS  ACT. 

Violation  of,  by  carriers,  see  Carriers, 
20. 


EMINENT  DOS! AIN. 

Necessity  of  appealing  from  order  over- 
ruling objections  to  appointment  of 
appraisers,  as  well  as  from  order 
appointing  appraisers,  see  Appeal 
and  Error,  17. 

Liability  for  costs,  see  Costs. 

Costs  on  appeal,  see  Appeal  and  Error, 
30. 

As  to  damages,  see  Damages,  2,  S-16. 

Time  to  apply  for  new  trial  in  condem- 
nation proceedings,  see  New  Trial, 
3. 
.  Instructions  as  to  damages,  see  Trial, 
26. 

For  what  purpose. 

1.  That  a  switch  connection  with  a  rail- 
road would  enable  a  water  and  electric  light 
company  to  carry  on  its  Ijusiness  more 
economically,  and  either  make  greater  prof- 
its or  serve  its  patrons  at  Tower  rates, 
does  not  show  that  such  connection  is  nec- 
essary, so  as  to  authorize  an  exercise  of 
the  power  of  eminent  domain  under  statu- 
tory authority  to  acauire  by  that  means 
such  rights  as  may  be  necessary  for  its 
business.  Kinney  v.  Citizens'  Water  & 
Light  Co.  a6:  195,  90  N.  E.  120,  —  Ind.  — . 

2.  The  operation  of  a  gristmill  under 
the  toll  system  is  a  public  use  in  aid  of 
which  the  legislature  may  authorize  an  exer- 
cise of  the  power  of  eminent  domain. 
Sexauer  v.  Star  Milling  Co.  36:  609,  00  N. 
E.  474,  —  Ind.  — . 

3.  A  water  and  electric  light  company 
has  no  implied  authority  to  condemn  land 
under  the  power  of  eminent  domain  for  use 
of  a  railroad  company.  Kinney  v.  Citizens' 
Water  &  Light  Co.  36:  195,  90  N.  E.  120, 
—  Ind.  — . 
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4.  Power  ia  not  conferred  upon  a  mu- 
nicipality to  condemn  a  right  of  way  for  a 
spur  track  to  convey  fuel  to  a  power  plant 
used  in  connection  with  its  street  railways, 
waterworks,  electric  light,  and  sewage  sys- 
tems, merely  to  lessen  the  expense  of  such 
transportation,  by  a  statute  authorizing  it 
to  take  property  for  streets,  sewerage, 
waterworks,  electric  light  lines,  street  rail- 
ways, and  certain  other  purposes  named, 
not  including  spur  tracks,  "or  any  other 
public  purpose."  Wise  v.  Yazoo  City,  26: 
1130,  51  So.  453,  —  Miss.  — . 
Compensation. 

5.  The  provisions  of  U.  S.  Rev.  Stat. 
S§  5263^268  (U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  pp. 
3570-3S81),  authorizing  the  construction  of 
telegraph  lines  along  "post  roads"  upon 
compliance  with  certain  conditions,  do  not 
affect  the  right  of  an  abutting  owner  to 
compensation  for  the  burden  imposed  upon 
the  fee  by  the  erection  of  a  line  upon  a 
rural  highway  which  is  a  post  road.  Tri- 
State  Teleg.  &  Teleph.  Co.  v.  Cosgriff,  36: 
1171,  124  N.  W.  75,  —  N.  D.  — . 
Consequential  Injuries. 

6.  A  railroad  company  is,  under  a  con- 
stitutional provision  requiring  payment  of 
damages  for  property  injured  for  public  use, 
liable  for  injury  to  property  abutting  on 
the  street,  by  the  construction  of  a  via- 
duct, under  authority  of  the  municipality, 
to  carry  a  street  over  its  tracks  which  in- 
tersect it,  if  the  work  is  done  for  its  bene- 
fit, to  enable  it  to  lay  its  tracks  tbrough 
the  municipality.  Shrader  v.  Cleveland,  C. 
C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  36:  336,  80  N.  E.  907,  242 
III.  227.  (Annotated) 

EMPIiOYEES. 

Rights,  duties,  and  liabilities  of, 
generally,  see  Master  and  Servant. 

fiQtJAIilTY. 

Of  immunity,  privileges,  and  protection, 
see  Constitutional  Law,  6-13. 

EQUAXi    PROTECTION    AND    PRIVI- 

'    IjEOES.  . 
'  See  Constitutional  Law,  6-13. 

EQUITABIiE  CONVERSION. 

By  will,  see  Wills,  10. 

EQUITY, 

Correction  on  appeal  of  equitable  decree 
taken  for  confessed,  see  Appeal  and 
Error,  38. 

Bight  to  legal  remedy  where  statute 
provides  equitable  one,  see  Elec- 
tion of  Remedies,  4. 

Supplying  omission  of  parties  from  bill 
by  filing  cross  bill,  see  Pleading, 
12,  13. 

Subrogation  in,  see  Subrogation. 

See  also  Injunction. 

1.  The  holder  of  a  recorded  deed  to 
real  estate,  who,  with  knowledge  of  a  prior 
unrecorded  deed,  voluntarily,  and  without 
20  L.R.A.(N.is.) 


fraud  or  mistake  of  fact,  satisfies  of  Tccorl 
a  mortgage  thereon  owned  by  him,  is  not 
entitled  to  a  reinstatement  of  the  mortgage 
lien  on  the  sole  ground  that  he  erroneously 
assumed  that  his  title  was  superior  to  that 
of  the  holder  of  the  unrecorded  deed  because 
his  deed  was  recorded  first,  as  such  mistake 
was  one  solely  of  law,  against  which  equity 
will  not,  under  such  circumstances,  aflfonl 
relief.  Errett  v.  Wheeler,  a6:  816,  123  N. 
W.  414,  —  Minn.  — . 

2.  Where  a  tenant  in  possession  took 
a  tax  deed  of  the  land,  and  conveyed  to 
another,  maintaining,  however,  his  proper 
relation  to  the  landlord,  and  an  action  of 
ejectment,  to  which  the  landlord  was  not  a 
party,  was  brought  against  his  grantees  by 
one  who  had  obtained  a  quitclaim  deed  from 
the  landlord's  grantor,  in  which  the  tax  deed 
was  set  aside  and  the  tax  title  purchaser 
given  a  lien  for  taxes,  which  the  ejectment 
claimant  was  required  to  satisfy,  which  he 
did,  and  then  conveyed  to  another,  although 
he  never  obtained  possession  of  the  land, 
and  the  tax  title  purchaser  then  procured 
a  conveyance  from  the  landlord  owner,  and 
brought  an  action  to  quiet  title  against  tbc 
grantee  of  the  ejectment  claimant, — the  lat- 
ter should  be  regarded  as  the  equitable  as- 
signee of  the  lien  for  taxes,  and  equitable 
relief  to  the  plaintiff  should  be  conditioned 
upon  its  satisfaction.  Ditlingcr  r.  Miller, 
36:  595,  106  Pac.  20,  81  Kan.  9. 

ESCAPE. 

Effect  of,  on  appeal,  see  Appeal  and 
Error,  2,  12. 

ESTATE. 

As  to  life  estate,  see  Life  Tenants. 

ESTOPPEIi. 

To  appeal,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  S. 

To  raise  question  on  appeal,  see  Ap- 
peal and  Error,  16. 

Of  beneficiary  of  insurance,  see  Insur- 
ance, 5. 

By  bond. 

1.  A  surety  company  furnishing  a  bond 
for  a  bank  designated  by  the  state  treasur- 
er as  a  depository  for  the  collection  of 
drafts,  checks,  and  certificates  of  deposit 
that  might  come  into  his  hands  on  account 
of  any  claims  due  the  state,  which  bond 
contained  the  condition  that  the  bank 
would  promptly  collect  the  proceeds  of  all 
such  instruments  intrustea  to  it,  is,  upon 
the  bank's  default,  estopped  to  contend 
that  only  drafts,  checks,  and  certificates  of 
deposit  for  taxes  were  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  parties  to  the  bond,  although 
the  provision  for  the  appointment  of  tlie 
depository  is  part  of  an  act  relating  to 
taxation,  since  the  surety  company,  hav- 
ing given  a  bond  sufficiently  broad  to  cover 
paper  derived  from  other  sources,  thereby 
enabling  the  depository  to  obtain  posses- 
sion thereof,  is  precluded  from  denying  that 
the  bond  is  binding  according  to  its  terms. 
United  States  Fidelity  4  G.  Co.  v.  SUt«, 
26:  865,    106   Pac.   1040,   81   Kan.   660. 
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By  Judgment. 

As  to  effect  and  conclusiyeness  of 
judgment  generally,  see  Judgment, 
4-12. 

2.  A  Buit  for  divorce  upon  the  ground 
of  habitual  indulgence  in  violent  and  un- 
governable temper  does  not  constitute  an 
estoppel  by  judgment  to  a  second  suit  for 
divorce  on  the  grounds  of  extreme  cruelty 
aitd  desertion,  where  different  facts  are  al- 
leged, as  the  principle  of  rea  judicata  should 
not  be  so  applied  as  to  prevent  one  deter- 
mination of  every  distinct  cause  of  action, 
under  statutes  authorizing  divorces  for  spe- 
cific and  separate  species  of  misconduct. 
Piall  v.  Prall,  26:  577,  60  So.  807,  —  Fla. 
— .  (Annotated.) 
Who  affected. 

3.  A  wife  is  not  estopped  to  claim  her 
rights  in  the  homestead  by  the  fact  that 
at  the  time  it  was  sold  by  her  husband 
she  was  living  apart  from  him  in  another 
state  and  he  represented  that  he  was  un- 
married. Mason  v.  Dierks  Lumber  &  Coal 
Co.  a6:  574,  125  S.  W.  656,  —  Ark.  — . 

(Annotated) 

4.  Fraudulent  representations  by  the 
owner  of  a  homestead  to  the  effect  that  he 
la  unmarried,  by  which  he  effects  a  sale 
oi  the  property,  estop  his  heirs  from  set- 
ting up  the  invalidity  of  the  conveyance  on 
the  ground  tliat  his  wife  did  not  join  in 
it.  Mason  v.  Dierks  Lumber  &  Coal  Co. 
a6:  574,  125  S.  W.  056,  —  Ark.  — . 

EVICTION. 

Of  grantee,  see  Covenants  and  Condi- 
tions, 2,  3,  5,  6. 

EVIDENCE. 

As  part  of  record  on  appeal,  see  Ap- 
peal and  Error. 

On  appeal,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  14. 

Validity  of  statute  as  to,  see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  25,  26. 

Concealing  evidence  of  fraud  as  gi'ound 
for  vacation  of  judgment,  see  Judg- 
ment, 16. 

New  trial  for  newly  discovered  evi- 
dence, see  New  Trial,  2. 

Demurrer  to,  see  Trial,  23. 

Presumptions  and  burden  of  proof. 
I>rejudicial  instruction  as  to,  see  Ap- 
peal and  Error,  34. 
Validity  of  statute  as  to,  see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  25,  26. 
Presumption  of  truthfulness  of  recitals 
of  record  as  to  jurisdiction  to  ren- 
der judgment,  see  Judgment,  5. 
Necessity  of  pleading  and  proving  for- 
eign law,  see  Pleading,  1,  2. 
Burden  of  proving  justification  for  re- 
fusing to  transport  passengers,  see 
Trial,  21. 
Instruction  as  to  presumption  of  death, 

see  Trial,  27. 
Presumption  of  gift,  see  Trusts,  2. 
1.  The  burden  of  establishing  the 
wrongfulness  of  an  imprisonment  is  upon 
one  seeking  to  recover  damages  therefor, 
until  a  prima  facie  case  has  been  made 
26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


out.    Smith  V.  Clark,  a6:  953,  106  Pac.  653, 
^  Utah,  — . 

2.  Although  the  burden  of  showing  the 
privileged  character  of  a  communication 
alleged  to  be  libelous  is  on  the  defendant 
if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  court,  he  has  sus- 
tained such  burden,  then  plaintiff,  in 
order  to  be  entitled  to  recover,  must  show 
actual  or  express  malice.  Holmes  v.  lioy- 
al  Fraternal  Union,  36:  1080,  121  S.  W.  100, 
222  Mo.  556. 

3.  The  mere  dismissi^l  of  a  prose<nition 
because  the  prosecuting  officer  fails  to  ap- 
pear is  not  prima  facie  evidence  of  want  of 
probable  cause,  which  will  sustain  an  ac- 
tion for  malicious  prosecution  against  the 
one  who  instittitcj  the  proceeding.  Smith 
T.   Clark,  a6:  953,   106  Pac.   663,  —  Utah, 

4.  The  burden  resting  upon  a  purchaser 
of  real  property  to  establish  by  competent 
evidence  the  good  faith  of  his  purchase 
does  not  shift  to  the  holder  of  a  prior  un- 
recorded deed,  upon  the  introduction  of  evi- 
dence making  a  prima  facie  case  of  bona 
fides.  Errett  v.  Wheeler,  a6:  816,  123  N. 
W.  414,  —  Minn.  — . 

5.  The  sudden  stopping  of  a  car  on  a 
scenic  railway,  caused  apparently  by  some- 
thing on  the  track,  which  is  not  a  jiart  of 
its  ordinary  operation,  and  causes  a  pas- 
senger to  be  thrown  out  and  injured,  cre- 
ates a  presumption  of  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  owner,  sufficient  to  carry  to  the 
jury  the  question  of  liability  for  the  in- 
jury. O'Callaghan  t.  Dellwood  Park  Co. 
26:  1054,  89  N.  E.  1005,  242  III.  336. 

6.  The  finding  of.  an  accident  policy  ful- 
ly signed,  and  dated  June  30,  in  the  safe 
with  other  papers  of  the  insured  after  his 
death  on  August  24  of  the  same  year,  cre- 
ates a  prima  facie  presumption  that  the 
policy  contract  was  fully  executed,  although 
the  premium  had  not  been  paid.  Gardner 
V.  United  Surety  Co.  a6:  1004,  126  N.  W. 
264,  —  Minn.  — . 

7.  In  the  absence  of  proof  of  a  reason 
for  testatrix  not  signing  the  will,  there  is 
no  presumption  that  it  did  not  exist  which 
will  overcome  the  attestation  clause,  which 
shows  that,  not  having  signed  the  will,  she 
must  have  acknowledged  a  signature  by 
another  as  her  act  and  deed.  Elston  v. 
Montgomery,  a6:  420,  90  N.  E.  3,  242  III. 
348. 

8.  An  existing  original  judgment  cred- 
itor of  a  married  woman  is  not  an  encum- 
brancer in  good  faith  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, within  the  meaning  of  a  statute 
rendering  conclusive,  in  favor  of  such  en- 
cumbrancer, the  presumption  that  real  es- 
tate title  to  which  is  vested  in  her  is  her 
separate  property.  Fulkerson  v.  Stiles,  26: 
181,  105  Pac.  066,  156  Cal.  703. 

Documentary  evidence. 

Prejudicial  error  in  admitting,  see  Ap- 
peal and  Error,  25. 

9.  Upon  the  question  of  malicious  pros- 
ecution in  causing  the  arrest  for  grand 
larceny  of  one  who  took  and  retained  pos- 
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SABsion  of  certain  property  against  the  i 
claim  of  the  one  who  instituted  the  proceed- 
ing, evidence  is  admissible  that  title  and 
right  of  possession  had,  in  a  civil  proceed- 
ing between  the  parties,  been  adjudged  to 
be  in  the  latter.  Smith  v.  Clark,  a6:  953, 
106  Pac.  653,  —  Utah,  — . 

10.  A  judgmrait  enjoining  a  liquor  nui- 
sance, founded  on  ea  parte  affidavits  in  a 
proceeding  in  which  defendant  did  not  ap- 
pear, is  not  admissible  in  evidence  in  a 
criminal  prosecution  against  him  for  sell- 
ing intoxicating  liquor  in  violation  of  law. 
State  V.  Weil,  a6:  461,  65  S.  E.  634,  83  S. 
C.  478.  (Annotated) 

11.  The  cross-examination  in  depositions 
on  subjects  excluded  in  chief  is  not  admis- 
sible in  evidence.  Baltimore  &  U.  R.  Co. 
V.  Dever,  »6:  712,  75  Atl.  352,  —  Md.  — . 

12.  A  deed  executed  by  the  holder  of  an 
unrecorded  deed  whose  title  has  been  de- 
stroyed by  a  second  conveyance  by  the  origi- 
nal grantor  to  an  innocent  purchaser,  who 
recorded  his  deed,  upon  a  consideration 
moving  from  the  record  title  holder,  is 
admissible  on  the  question  of  damages,  in 
an  action  by  the  prior  grantee  against  the 
original  grantor  for  damages  for  such  loss 
of  title,  as  the  amount  of  consideration  re- 
ceived therefor  must,  with  the  taxes  ac- 
crued on  the  land,  be  deducted  from  the  val- 
ue to  plaintiff  of  the  land  at  the  time  he 
lost  title  thereto.  Hilligas  v.  Kuns,  36: 
384,  124  N.  W.  926,  —  Neb.  — . 

13.  Dates  and  initials  carved  in  wood 
at  the  time  and  near  the  place  of  the  com- 
mission of  a  crime  are  not  inadmissible  in 
evidence  against  one  as  to  whom  a  basis 
of  comparison  has  been  established  by  show- 
ing from  genuine  writings  an  habitual 
peculiarity  in  punctuation  and  the  forma- 
tion of  letters,  on  the  ground  that  the  evi- 
dence is  inconclusive.  State  v.  Kent.  36: 
990,  74  Atl.  389,  —  Vt.  — . 

14.  For  purposes  of  identifying  one  ac- 
cused of  crime,  a  date  and  initial  carved  in 
wood  at  the  time  and  near  the  place  where 
the  crime  was  committed  are  admissible  in 
evidence,  if  they  contain  peculiarities  of 
punctuation  and  formation  which  are  shown 
to  be  habitual  with  accused.  State  v.  Kent, 
36:  990,  74  Atl.  389,  —  Vt.  — . 

Parol. 

15.  Parol  evidence  of  conveyances  of  real 
estate  by  one  accused  of  incest  is  admissi- 
ble in  connection  with  evidence  that  ac- 
cused left  the  state,  where  the  deeds  were 
traced  to  his  possession  and  he  was  noti- 
fied to  produce  them,  which  he  failed  to 
do.  Skidmore  v.  State,  a6:  466,  123  S.  W. 
1129,  —  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  — . 

16.  A  memorandum  of  sale  of  personal 
property  delivered  by  an  agent  to  a  pur- 
chaser may  be  shown  by  parol  evidence  to 
have  been  delivered  subject  to  approval 
by  the  principal.  Gunzburger  v.  Rosenthal, 
36:  840,  75  Atl.  418,  226  Fa.  300. 

17.  The  terms  of  a  contract  of  sale  of 
sawmill  timber,  which  reserved  title  in 
the  vendor,  and  provided  that  the  vendee 
26  L.RA.(N.S.) 


might  sell  the  timber,  but  that  the  cfaedn 
therefor  sliould  be  made  payable  to  ihe  origi- 
nal vendor,  who  agreed  to  apply  hiuii 
the  proceeds  thereof  to  his  vendee  to  pay 
for  preparing  and  marketing  the  lumber, 
the  tmlance  to  be  applied  on  the  origin:il 
purchase  price,  which  contract  was  record- 
ed, cannot  be  varied,  as  against  a  purchaser 
of  the  lumber  with  notice  of  such  eomli- 
tions,  by  a  subsequent  parol  agreement  be- 
tween the  original  parties,  under  whirfi 
half  of  the  amounts  received  from  the  sal« 
of  the  lumber  was  not  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase price,  but  to  another  indebtedness  of 
the  vendee  to  a  firm  of  which  the  vendor 
was  a  member  for  supplies  furnished  to  tb« 
vendee,  so  as  to  affect  title  to  lumber  con- 
veyed after  the  original  vendor  had  re- 
ceived sufficient  funds  under  the  terms  of 
the  original  contract  to  satisfy  the  pur- 
chase price.  Clarke  Bros.  v.  McNatt,  26: 
585,  64  S.  E.  795,  132  Ga.  610. 

18.  Testimony  of  husband  and  wife  as  tn 
the  intention  iu  placing  the  title  to  real 
estate  in  her  name  is  competent  in  an  ac- 
tion to  quiet  the  husband's  title  aeain.<t 
her  judgment  creditors.  Fulkerson  v.  Stiles. 
36:  181,  105  Pac.  966,  156  Cal.  703. 
Opinions  and  oonclnslons. 

As    to    oral    contracts    generally,    see 
Contracts,  7. 

19.  The  opinions  of  actual  observers  are 
admissible  when  drawn  from  facts  which  it 
is  manifestly  impossible  to  present  to  the 
jury  with  the  same  force  and  clearness  as 
they  appeared  to  such  observers.  Kun>t 
v.  Grafton,  26:  i3oi,  67  8.  E.  74,  —  W.  Vc 

20.  A  hypothetical  question  to  an  expert 
witness  is  erroneous  which  assumes  faet° 
contrary  to  the  evidence,  or  which  omit- 
material  facts  in  evidence.  Baltimore  & 
O.  R.  Co.  V.  Dever,  36:  713,  75  Atl.-  352,  — 
Md.  — . 

Admissions. 

21.  One's  statement  out  of  court  that 
his  injury  is  due  to  his  own  fault  is  admis- 
sible in  evidence  against  him  in  an  action 
to  hold  another  liable  for  it.  Rudd  v. 
Byrnes,  36:  134,  105  Pac.  957,  156  Cal.  03"". 

22.  One's  answer  in  one  case  is  admis- 
sible against  him  in  another  case  betwetr 
the  same  parties  as  an  admission,  but  it 
is  not  conclusive,  being  subject  to  explana- 
tion. Vallev  Planting  Co.  v.  Wise,  36:  40% 
123  S.  W.  788,  —  Ark.  — . 

Hearsay;  declarations;  res  iiccsta;. 

Prejudicial  error  in  admitting,  sec  Ap- 
peal and  Error,  24. 

23.  The  spiritual  adviser  of  an  injure! 
person  who  is  called  to  act  as  interpreter 
in  a  transaction  looking  to  a  release  cf 
liability  of  the  one  causing  the  injury  it 
not  incompetent  to  testify  to  the  facts  bear- 
ing upon  the  obtaining  of  it.  Blosai  v.  Chi- 
cago &  N.  W.  R.  Co.  36:  355,  123  N.  W.  3*1. 
—  Iowa,  — . 

24.  The  attending  physician  of  an  in- 
jured person  is  competent  to  testify  to  t'lo 
facts  of  the  securing  from  him,  by  Uic  one 
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responsible  for  the  injury,  of  a  release  from 
liability  therefor.  Blossi  v.  Chicago  &  N. 
W.  E.  Co.  a6:  255,  123  N.  W.  360,  —  Iowa, 

25.  The  statement  of  one  having  a  bot- 
tle of  wood  alcohol  purchased  the  prerious 
day,  made  to  induce  another  to  drink  with 
him,  that  "it  ie  good.  I  got  it  of  Chase 
Brown,"  is  inadmissible  as  res  gestae  evi- 
dence  in  an  action  for  the  death  of  the 
purchaser,  based  upon  the  alleged  negligence 
of  Brown  in  selling  wood  alcohol  for  grain 
alcohol  without  a  proper  label,  as  such 
statement  was  not  concomitant  with  the 
act  of  obtaining  the  alcohol,  nor  a  part  of 
it,  but  was  simply  narrative  of  a  completed 
transaction.  Campbell  v.  Brown,  a6:  1142, 
106  Pac.  37,  81  Kan.  480. 

26.  Upon  the  question  of  the  tempera- 
ture and  condition  of  a  car  in  which  pas- 
sengers are  compelled  to  travel,  evidence  is 
not  admissible  of  coinplainta  of  p.issengera 
made  to  each  other,  but  not  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  carrier's  employees.  Lou- 
isville &  N.  R.  Co.  V.  Scalf,  a6:  263,  110 
S.  W.  862,  33  Ky.  L.  Rep.  721. 

27.  The  officers  of  a  building  and  loan 
association  are  competent  witnesses  upon 
the  question  of  the  terms  of  a  loan  to  a 
married  woman,  although  it  was  secured 
through  her  husband,  who  has  since  de- 
ceased. Spithover  v.  Jefferson  BIdg.  tt  Loan 
Asso.  26:  1135,  125  S.  W.  766,  —  Mo.  — . 

28.  The  state  cannot  prove,  over  the  ob- 
jection of  one  accused  of  having  ravished 
the  witness's  wife,  the  details  of  a  com- 
plaint made  by  her  to  him  some  twenty 
hours  after  the  alleged  criminal  act.  Hen- 
derson v.  State,  26:  1149,  123  N.  W.  459,  85 
Neb.  444. 

29.  Declarations,  against  title,  of  an 
owner  in  possession,  are  admissible  in  evi- 
dence against  those  claiming  under  him, 
although  he  is  alive  at  the  time  they  are 
offered  in  evidence.  Abbott  v.  Walker,  26: 
814,  90  N.  E.  405,  204  Mass.  71. 

( Annotated ) 

Relevancy  and  materiality. 

Prejudicial  error  in  admitting,  see  Ap- 
peal and  Error,  24-27. 

Prejudicial  error  in  excluding,  see  Ap- 
peal and  Error,  28,  29. 

30.  Upon  the  question  of  the  negligence 
and  contributory  negligence  of  hunters  one 
of  whom  shot  the  other  under  the  mistaken 
belief  that  he  was  an  animal,  while  he  was 
moving  through  bushes  in  violation  of  an 
understanding  as  to  where  each  should  sta- 
tion himself,  evidence  is  not  admissible  of 
the  custom  of  hunters  under  such  circum- 
stances,— at  least  where  the  custom  is  not 
shown  to  have  been  known  to  the  parties. 
Kudd  V.  Byrnes,  26:  134,  105  Pac.  957,  150 
Cal.  636. 

31.  The  state  cannot,  on  a  trial  for  in- 
cest, introduce  evidence  of  good  behavior 
<if  prosecutrix  at  the  time  the  child  must 
have  been  conceived,  the  evidence  of  the 
birtli  of  which  introduced  against  accused 
he  is  attempting  to  overcome  by  showing 
26  L.R.A,(N.S.) 


criminal  intimtfry  between  prosecutrix  and 
another  at  such  time.  Skidmore  v.  State, 
26:  466,  123  S.  W.  1120,  —  Tex.  Crim.  Rep. 

32.  Upon  the  question  of  the  interpreta- 
tion of  a  contract,  evidence  is  not  admis- 
sible as  to  what  one  of  the  parties  had  in 
contemplation  about  its  effect.  Valley 
Planting  Co.  v.  Wise,  a6:  403,  123  S.  \V. 
768,  —  Ark.  — . 

33.  The  state,  upon  a  trial  for  assault 
with  intent  to  kill,  in  which  the  defendant, 
to  mitigate  the  offense,  has  testified  that 
he  made  the  assault  while  smarting  under 
a  sense  of  wounded  honor,  caused  by  the 
offering  of  money  by  the  complaint  to  de- 
fendant's wife  to  induce  her  to  have  sexual 
intercourse  with  him.  may  show,  in  order 
that  the  jury  may  understand  the  true  mo- 
tive of  the  defendant  in  making  the  as- 
sault, that  the  defendant  was  being  |>ro8c- 
cuted  for  statutory  rape  at  the  time  he 
married  her,  that  the  defendant  ^ud  his 
wife  were,  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  in- 
sult, living  at  a  house  of  ill  repute,  and 
that  be  had  absented  himself  from  her, 
thereby  leaving  her  where  she  might  come 
in  contact  with  people  liable  to  approach 
her  improperly.  Caples  v.  State,  26:  1033, 
104  Pac.  493,  —  Okla.  Crim.  Rep.  — . 

34.  Upon  the  question  of  fraud  in  se- 
curing a  release  from  an  injured  person, 
the  one  who  secured  it  may  be  permitted 
to  testify  that  he  understood  tliat  the  re- 
leasor understood  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
action. Blossi  V.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co. 
26:  255,  123  N.  W.  360,  —  Iowa,  — . 

35.  Upon  the  question  of  market  value 
of  property  taken  by  eminent  domain,  evi- 
dence is  a*dmissible  of  the  value  of  lands 
similar  to  those  taken,  or  with  respect 
to  which  differences  from  the  land  taken 
are  explained,  so  aa  to  show  the  compara- 
tive market  value  of  the  different  tracts. 
St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Theodore 
Maxfield  Co.  26:  iiii,  126  S.  W.  83,  — 
Ark.  — . 

36.  Evidence  that  an  owner  of  land 
abutting  on  a  highway  wholly  within  which 
a  right  of  way  for  a  telephone  line  is 
sought  to  be  condemned  has  been  ac- 
customed to  use  a  portion  of  the  highway 
for  agricultural  purposes  is  inadmissible  in 
a  proceeding  so  to  condemn  a  right  of  way, 
since  such  testimony  tends  improjierly  to 
enhance  in  the  minds  of  the  jury  the  value 
of  the  strip  to  be  taken,  as  the  abutting 
owner  in  the  use  of  the  highway  for  sucli 
purposes  was  a  trespasser  without  any  right 
of  pecuniary  value.  Tri-State  Teleph.  & 
Teleg.  Co.  v.  Cosgriff,  26:  1171,  124  N.  W. 
76,  —  N.  D.  — . 

37.  Evidence  of  mistakes  of  government 
inspectors  as  to  the  presence  of  fever  ticks 
on  cattle  a  year  after  injury  occurred  to  a 
particular  lot  by  that  means  is  not  admis- 
sible in  evidence  upon  the  question  as  to 
whether  or  not  such  cattle  were  infected 
by  the  negligence  of  the  carrier  having 
tlipm  in  custody  for  transportation.     Bal- 
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timore  &  0.  R.  Co.  v.  Dever,  a6:  71a,  76 
Atl.  362,  —  Md.  — . 

38.  Upon  a  prosecution  for  incest,  evi- 
dence of  other  acts  of  intercourse  between 
the  parties  is  not  admissible.  Sltidniore  v. 
State,  a6:  466,  123  S.  W.  1120,  —  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.   .  (Annotated) 

39.  The  statutory  presumption  that  real 
estate  which  was  purchased  with  com- 
munity funds,  and  its  title  placed  in  the 
wife,  was  intended  as  a  gift  to  her,  may  be 
rebutted  by  the  husband's  evidence  tlint 
such  was  not  the  intention.  Fulkerson  v. 
Stiles,  36:  181,  105  Pac.  966,  156  Cal.  703. 

40.  To  rebut  the  effect  of  the  evidence 
of  birth  of  a  child  in  support  of  a  prosecu- 
tion for  incest,  accused  may  show  inter- 
course between  prosecutrix  and  another  at 
about  the  time  the  child  was  alleged  to 
have  been  conceived.  Skidmore  v.  State, 
a6:  466,  123  S.  W.  1129,  —  Tex.  Crim.  Uep. 

41.  Upon  the  question  whether  a  livery 
rig  was  engaged  absolutely  or  the  customer 
offered  to  take  it  if  satisfactory  upon  in- 
spection, testimony  is  admissible  of  one 
for  whose  use  it  was  intended,  that  she 
was  old  and  ill,  and  required  the  easiest 
kind  of  a  vehicle.  Kilpatrick  ▼.  Inman,  36: 
188,  105  Pac.  1080,  46  Colo.  514. 

Weight  and  sufficiency. 

Keview  of  facts  on  appeal,  see  Appeal 

and  Error,  21. 
Instructions  as  to,  see  Trial,  2S. 
See  also  supra,  22. 

42.  A  jury  is  warranted  in  finding  that 
a  sale  of  hay  to  be  stored  in  the  seller'H 
bam  was  made  in  good  faith,  where  the 
buyers,  who  employed  a  number  of  horses 
in  different  localities,  moving  from  place  to 
place,  did  not  need  the  hay  immediately, 
the  place  was  convenient  for  storage,  the 
price  paid  was  fair,  and  the  method  of  es- 
timating the  quantity  by  measurement  was 
convenient  and  appro.\imately  correct 
Barber  v.  Andrews,  36:  i,  60  Atl.  1,  20  R.  I. 
61. 

.43.  Evidence  that  before  a  lineman  was 
injured  by  contact  with  live  wires  there 
was  an  uninsulated  joint  on  one  of  them, 
and  that,  after  the  accident,  bare  spots 
were  found  on  both  which  might  have  been 
caused  by  the  escape  of  the  current  which 
caused  the  injury,  is  not  sufficient  to  show 


that  the  danger  was  so  apparent  as  to 
charge  the  injured  person  with  knowledge 
of  it  Miner  v.  Franklin  County  Telepn. 
Co.  36:  II9S,  75  Atl.  653,  —  Vt.  — . 

44.  A  finding  that  defendant,  the  holder 
of  a  recorded  deed  of  certain  real  estate, 
had  notice,  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance 
to  him,  of  a  prior  unrecorded  deed  to  plain- 
tiff, and  was  not  a  bona  fide  purchaser  for 
value  by  reason  thereof  is  sufficiently  sus- 
tained, where  it  appears  that  for  some  years 
he  had  been  familiar  with  the  property, 
and  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
vendor;  and  plaintiff's  husband  testified 
that  at  the  time  he  procured  the  deed  for 
his  wife  he  expressly  infor,mcd  defendant 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


of  that  fact,   although   defendant   testified 
that  he   did   not   remember   such   conversa- 
tion;  and  the  evidence   is   clear  that,  two 
days  prior  to  the  day  on  which   defendant 
recorded  his  deed,  he  was  again  informed  of 
the  existence   of   plaintifTs  deed;   and  an- 
other testified  that  be  informed  defendant 
of  such  prior  deed  prior  to  such  recorda- 
tion, and  requested  him  not  to  bid  a^inet 
plaintiff  at  a  tax  sale  then  about  to  taku 
place,   which   conversation    was    not    denieil 
by  defendant,  although   he    fixed   the   date 
thereof  after  the  recording  of  his  deed.    Er- 
rett  v.  Wheeler,  36:  816,  123  N.  W.  414,  — 
Minn.  — 

46.  A  finding  in  an  action  on  a  beneSt 
certificate,  that  the  insured  died  prior  to 
the  29th  of  July,  1902,  is  supported  by 
evidence  that  he  was  a  man  of  good  habiu 
and  associates,  that  he  lived  harmoniously 
with  his  wife  and  family,  that  he  had  been 
in  poor  health  for  some  time  prior  to  hij 
disappearance,  which  occurred  on  July  17, 
1901,  in  the  daytime,  in  a  community  wher<? 
he  was  well  known,  that,  so  far  as  known, 
he  had  no  money  for  traveling,  and  that 
he  had  not  been  seen  or  heard  from  for  the 
period  of  seven  years  thereafter.  Behlmer 
V.  Grand  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  a6:  305,  123 
N.  W.  1071,  —  Minn.  — . 

46.  The  jury  may  find  that  death  was 
the  cause  of  the  disappearance  of  a,  nuin 
who  was  under  middle  age,  had  a  family 
to  whom  he  was  very  strongly  attached, — 
where  no  domestic  infelicity  had  ever  ex- 
isted,— was  in  reasonably  good  circum- 
stances, was  respected  in  the  community, 
and  no  possible  cause  could  be  assigned  for 
his  wilfully  abandoning  his  home.  Butler 
V.  Supreme  Court,  1.  0.  F.  a6:  393,  101  Pac. 
481,  53  Wash.  18. 

47.  Proof  that  the  signature  to  a  will 
was  not  that  of  testator  is  not  sufficient 
to  overthrow  the  presumption  of  its  due  ex- 
ecution afforded  by  the  recitals  of  the  at- 
testation clause,  when  the  witnesses  are 
dead  and  cannot  testify  to  the  fact  of  prop- 
er execution.  Elston  y.  Montgomery,  a6: 
430,  90  N.  E.  3,  242  III.  348. 

48.  The  statutory  burden  placed  upon 
one  appealing  from  an  order  of  a  railway 
commission  to  establish  its  unreasonable- 
ness or  unjustness  by  "clear  and  satisfac- 
tory evidence"  requires  the  same  quantum 
of  proof  as  is  necessary  to  establish  fraud 
or  prove  mistake  in  a  written  instrument, 
by  one  on  whom  the  burden  rests  to  estab- 
lish such  facts.  Chicago,  R.  I.  A  P.  R.  Co. 
V.  Nebraska  State  R.  Com.  a6:  444,  124  X. 
W.  477,  88  Neb.  818. 

49.  The  uncorroborated  testimony  of  tlie 
prosecutrix  that  she  had  been  ravished  is 
insufficient  to  sustain  a  conviction  of  rape, 
where  the  defendant  testifies  that  the  act 
was  with  her  consent.  Henderson  v.  State, 
26:  1 1 49,  123  N.  W.  459,  85  Neb.  444. 

60.  In  the  absence  of  statute,  one  ac- 
cused of  rape  may  be  sufficiently  identified 
by  the  uncorroborate<l  testimony  of  the 
prosecutrix,  if  the  commission  of  Uie  offense 
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has    first   been    established.    Henderson    v. 
State,  a6: 1149,  123  N.  W.  469,  85  Neb.  444. 

EXCEPTIONS. 

In  general,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  11. 
Pleading  of,  see  Pleading,  & 

EXCISE. 

Tax  for,  see  Intoxicating  liiqnors,  t,  4. 

EXCLUSIVE  PBIVILiEGE. 

See  Constitutional  Law,  5-13. 

Execution. 

Of  will,  see  Wills. 

EXECUTORS       AND       AI>MINISTRA< 
TORS. 

Conclusiveness  of  findings  of  probate 
court  upon  which  letters  of  admin- 
istration are  granted,  see  Judg- 
ment, 8. 

1.  An  executor  having  a  naked  power 
to  sell  city  lots  has  implied  authority  to  in- 
sert restrictive  covenants  in  the  deeds  with 
respect  to  the  building  line  of  the  houses  to 
be  erected  thereon,  which  will  bind  the  es- 
tate in  favor  of  purchasers  of  the  first  lots, 
and  may  be  enforced  by  them  against  later 
purchasers.  Simmons  v.  Crisfield,  a6:  663, 
90  N.  E.  966,  197  N.  Y.  386. 

2.  Upon  the  appointment  as  adminis- 
trator of  an  estate  of  one  of  its  solvent 
debtors,  .the  debt  is  considered  paid,  and 
the  administrator  is  chargeable  with  the 
amount  thereof  in  his  accounts,  regardless 
of  his  subsequent  financial  condition. 
VVachsmuth  v.  Penn.  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  36: 
411,   89  N.   E.  787,  241   111.   409. 

(Annotated) 
3.  An  executor  who  in  good  faith  in- 
stitutes proceedings  to  probate  the  will  of 
his  testator  is  entitled  to  credit,  in  his  final 
account  with  the  estate,  for  reasonable  at- 
torneys' fees  paid  by  him  in  such  proceed- 
ings. Re  Hentges,  a6;  757,  124  N.  W.  929, 
—  Neb.  —.  (Annotated) 

EXEMPTIONS. 

Exemption  of  insurance  under  bank- 
ruptcy act,  see  Bankruptcy,  3-4. 

Duty  of  court  in  settling  property 
rights  of  divorced  parties  to  pre- 
serve statutory  exemptions,  see 
Divorce,  11. 

From  taxation,  see  Taxes,  2-6,  7. 

EXPECTANCIES. 

Rights  of  heirs  and  distributees  in 
decedent's  estate,  generally,  see  De- 
scent and  Distribution. 

EXPIiOSIONS  AND  EXPIjOSIVES. 

Jurisdiction  of  action  to  recover  for 
injury  done  by,  see  Courts,  2. 


FACTORS. 

Right  of  commission  merchant  to  whom 
property  is  consigned  for  sale  to 
maintain  action  for  injury  thereto, 
see  Parties,  3. 

FAITH  AND  CREDIT. 

To  be  given  judgment  of  other  state, 
see  Judgment,  13. 

FALiSE  IMPRISONMENT. 

Burden    of    establishing    wrongfulness 

of  imprisonment,  see  Evidence,  1. 
Sufficiency  of  pleading,  see  Pleading,  7. 
Joint  demurrer  to  complaint  for,   see 

Pleading,  14. 

1.  One  who  ruerely  makes  and  verifies  a 
complaint  upon  which  an  arrest  is  made 
cannot  be  required  to  justify  the  arrest  in 
an  action  for  false  imprisonment,  although 
the  complaint  states  no  offense,  and  there- 
fore does  not  justify  the  arrest,  if  there  is 
nothing  to  show  that  he  participated  in  the 
issuance  or  execution  of  the  warrant  or  di- 
rected the  arrest  or  imprisonment.  Smith 
V.  Clark,  a6:  953,  106  Pac.  653,  —  Utah,  — . 

2.  Merely  making  and  verifying  a  com- 

Slaint  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  wliicli 
oes  not  charge  a  public  offense  or  justify 
an  arrest,  will  not  render  one  liable  for 
false  imprisonment  if  an  arrest  is  made  un- 
der a  warrant  issued  thereon.  Smith  v. 
Clark,  36:  953,  100  Pac.  653,  —  Utah,  — . 

FEDERAIi  COURTS. 

In  general,  see  Courts,  7-0. 

If'EliIiOAV    SERVANTS. 

See  Master  and  Servant,  14|  15. 

FENDER. 

Injury  to  former  passenger  falling  over, 
see  Carriers,  10. 

FINES. 

Statute  requiring  fines  for  violation  of 
game  laws  to  be  paid  to  warden  of 
county,  see  Game  Laws. 

FIRE  ARMS. 

Negligence  in  use  of,  see  Negligence,  1. 

FIRE  INSURANCE. 

See  Insurance. 

FIRE  lilMITS. 

See  Buildings;  Constitutional  Law,  15. 

FISHERIES. 

Equal  protection  and  privileges,  see 
Constitutional  Law,  11. 

FliOOD. 

Liability  for  causing,  see  Waters,  1,  2. 

FOREIGN  CORPORATIONS. 

See  Corporations. 


EXPRESS  COMPANIES. 

Injury  to  pasitengcr  by  negligence  of, 

in  Icavina  truck  on  depot  platform,  |  FOREIGN  JUDGMENT. 
see  Carriers,  5.  Se?  Judgment,  13, 

29  J,,?(.A.(N.S,) 
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FOUEIGIV  liAW. 

Necessity  of  pleading,  see  Pleading,  1, 
2. 

FORFEITUnE:. 

Of  insurance  policy,  see  Insurance,  4. 

FORGERY. 

Payment  by  bank  of  forged  checks,  see 
Banks,  1,  2. 
One  who  secures  the  execution  of  a 
duplicate  note  by  fraudulently  representing 
that  the  original  was  lost  or  destroyed,  does 
not,  by  passing  it  for  value,  become  guilty 
of  forgery,  under  a  statute  making  the  pass- 
ing or  uttering  of  a  forged  instrument 
forgery,  on  the  theory  that  the  note  is  in 
fact  false  because  it  is  not  what,  on  its 
face,  it  purports  to  be.  People  v.  Pfeiffer, 
36:  138,  90  N.  E.  680,  243  III.  200. 

(Annotated) 

FRANCHISE. 

Assignment  of  corporate  franchise,  see 

Corporations,  1-3. 
Of  gas  company,  see  Gas. 

PRATERNAIi   SOCIETIES. 

Insurance  by,  see  Insurance. 

Libel  by  letter  to  members  of,  in  regard 

to  collection  agent,  see  Libel  and 

Slander. 

FRAUD  AND  DECEIT. 

As  ground  for  attachment,  see  Attach- 
ment. 

In  taking  deposit  while  bank  is  insol- 
vent, see  Banks,  6. 

Statute  of  frauds,  see  Contracts,  7. 

Efitoppel  by,  see  Estoppel,  4. 

Evidence  of,  see  Evidence,  34. 

Transfers  in-  fraud  of  creditors,  see 
Fraudulent  Conveyances. 

As  ground  for  vacation  of  judgment, 
see  Judgment,  15,  16. 

Effect  of,  on  running  of  limitations,  see 
Limitation  of  Actions,  7. 

PRAUDUIdENT  CONVEYANCES. 

SufUciency  of  evidence  to  show  good 
faith  in  sale,  where  property  is 
left  in  possession  of  seller,  see  Evi- 
dence, 42. 

Sufficiency  of  allegations  as  to,  sec 
Pleading,  8,  8. 

Right  of  judgment  creditors  to  main- 
tain action  to  ani>ul  mortgage  in 
fraild  of  their  rights,  see  Parties, 

Necessity  of  passing  of  title  generally, 
see  Sale,  1. 
Iiiabllity  of  purchaser. 

1.  An  action  for  the  fraud  of  the  de- 
fendant in  purchasing  property  from  a  per- 
son who  afterwards  became  a  bankrupt, 
withholding  the  title  from  record,  and  thus 
permitting  his  grantor  to  obtain  credit  on 
the  faith  of  it,  and  later  sell  the  property 
to  an  innocent  third  party,  cannot  l>e  main- 
tained by  one  who  sold  personalty  to  the 
grantor  on  credit,  but  who  had  no  lien 
20  L.R,A,(N.S.) 


therefor.    Graves  v.  Horton,  a6:  545,  (w  S. 
E.  112,  132  Ga.  786. 

2.  If  a  debtor  conveys  his  property  to 
avoid  the  payment  of  his  debts,  and  tlw 
grantee  conveys  it  to  an  innocent  purchaser 
without  notice,  this  does  not  create  any 
such  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  between 
the  fraudulent  grantee  and  a  creditor  of 
his  grantor  as  to  authorize  the  creditor  to 
bring  an  action  of  contract  directly  against 
the  fraudulent  grantee  alone,  to  recover 
the  amount  of  the  indebtedness  of  the 
grantor,  who  has  become  a  bankrupt 
Graves  v.  Horton,  26:  545,  63  S.  E.  112,  IS 
Ga.  786.  (Annotated I 
Remedies. 

3.  A  mortgage  given  to  secnre  an  ac- 
tual loan  of  money,  made  with  the  common 
intent  to  screen  the  property  of  the  insol- 
vent debtor  from  the  pursuit  of  his  creditors, 
may  be  set  aside  at  the  suit  of  creditors  as 
in  fraud  of  their  rights.  Bank  of  Berwick 
v.  George  Vinson  Shingle  t  Mfg.  Co.  36: 
1068,  50  So.  823,  124  La.  1000. 

(Annotated) 

4.  An  ultra  vires  mortgage  of  an  in- 
solvent corporation,  given  with  the  common 
intent  to  screen  the  corporation's  property 
from  the  pursuit  of  its  creditors,^  may  be 
set  aside  at  the  suit  of  creditors  as  in  fraud 
of  their  rights.  Bank  of  Berwick  v.  George 
Vinson  Shingle  &,  Mfg.  Co.  36:  1068,  GO  So. 
823,  124  La.  1000. 

FREIGHT  CARRIERS. 

See  Carriers. 

FUIiL  FAITH  AND  CREDIT. 

To  public  acts  and  judicial  proceedings 
of  other  state,  see  Judgment,  13. 

GAME  LAWS. 

Constitutionality  of  statute  regulating 
hunting,  see  Constitutional  Law,  6. 

Special  or  local  laws  for  protection  of 
game,  see  Statutes,  6. 

A  statute  requiring  all  fines  collected 
for  violation  of  a  game  law  prohibiting  cer- 
tain persons  to  hunt  in  a  specified  county 
except  upon  certain  conditions,  to  be  p.ai'd 
to  the  warden  of  such  county,  who  shall 
make  monthly  reports  to  the  board  of  coun- 
ty commissioners,  is  repugnant  to  a  con- 
stitutional provision  requiring  fines  collected 
within  any  county  to  be  paid  into  the  fine 
and  forfeiture  fund  thereof.  Harper  v.  Gal- 
loway, 36:  794,  51  So.  226,  —  Fla.  -n, 

GAS. 

As  to  oil  and  gas  lease,  see  Mines. 
Gas  factory  as  nuisance,  see  Nuisances. 
1-3. 

1.  A  municipality  which  has  granted  a 
natural  gas  company  an  indeterminate  fran- 
chise permitting  it  to  lay  pipes  therein  and 
supply  gas  to  it  and  its  inhabitants  may 
compel  the  gas  company  to  exercise  its 
franchise  therein  fairly  and  without  dis- 
crimination, so  long  as  such  company  cloots 
to  exercise  its  rights  thereunder.    K»st  UU;o 
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Gas  Co.  V.  Akron,  36:  93,  90  N.  E.  40,  81  I 
Ohio  St.  33. 

2.  A  municipality  cannot  prevent  a 
natural  gag  company  which  has  voluntarily 
forfeited  its  right  to  exercise  its  indetermi- 
nate franchise  therein,  and  has  wholly  with- 
drawn therefrom,  from  removing  its  proper- 
ty, nor  take  possession  and  make  use  there- 
of itself,  nor  grant  the  right  to  another 
company  to  use  such  property,  without  due 
process  of  law.  East  Ohio  Gas  Co.  v. 
Akron,  36:  93,  90  N.  E.  40,  81  Ohio' St.  33. 

(Annotated) 

3.  A  natural  gas  company  supplying 
a  city  and  its  inhabitants  with  gas  under 
an  indeterminate  franchise  may  voluntarily 
forfeit  its  right  to  exercise  its  franchise 
within  the  municipality,  and  wholly  with- 
draw therefrom,  at  will.  East  Ohio  Gas  Co. 
V.  Akron,  36:  93,  90  N.  E.  40,  81  Ohio  St.  33. 

4.  A  franchise  permitting  a  natural  gas 
company  to  lay  pipes  and  supply  consumers 
in  a  city,  which  is  silent  as  to  duration,  is 
not  perpetual,  but  the  duration  thereof  is 
indeterminate,  and  will  exist  only  so  long 
as  the  parties  mutually  agree  thereto.  East 
Ohio  Oas  Co.  v.  Akron,  36:  93,  90  N.  E.  40, 
81  Ohio  St.  33. 

5.  A  natural  gas  company  whose  char- 
ter permits  it  to  operate  in  several  cities 
in  the  state  does  not  unlawfully  discrim- 
inate as  to  one  of  such  cities  by  entirely 
abandoning  its  franchise  therein,  and  with- 
drawing its  property  and  business  there- 
from. East  Ohio  Gas  Co.  v.  Akron,  36: 
93,  90  N.  E.  40,  81  Ohio  St.  33. 

6.  A  corporation  formed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  producing  and  furnishing  natural 
gas  and  transporting  it  to  certain  named 
towns  and  cities  situated  in  the  counties 
along  the  line  of  the  company  and  between 
the  termini  thereof,  and  to  other  places  in 
such  counties,  does  not  require  the  com- 
pany, in  the  absence  of  specific  charter  im- 
position of  obligation  in  regard  thereto,  to 
conform  to  this  purpose  in  all  of  snch 
cities,  villages,  or  places,  but  confers  the 
privilege  of  producing  and  transporting  to 
each  or  all,  in  the  manner  prescribed,  at 
the  election  of  the  company.  East  Ohio 
(;as  Co.  v.  Akron,  26:  92,  90  N.  E.  40,  81 
Ohio  St.  33. 

7.  V/here  a  city,  by  ordinance,  grants 
permission  to  a  natural  gas  company  to 
lay  pipes  and  furnish  gas  to  consumers 
therein,  upon  certain  terms  and  conditions, 
which  are  accepted  by  the  company,  the 
rights  of  the  parties  must  be  determined 
by  the  contract  thus  formed.  East  Ohio 
Gas  Co.  V.  Akron,  36:  93,  90  N.  E.  40,  81 
Ohio  St.  33. 

Rates;  meters. 

8.  A  gas  company  whose  rates  are  fixed 
by  the  municipality  cannot  charge  con- 
sumers a  meter  rent  when  consumption  docs 
not  reach  a  certain  minimum  amount  per 
month,  in  order  to  bring  the  bills  up  to 
that  amount.  Montgomery  Light  &  Power 
Co.  V.  Watts,  36:  1109,  51  So.  726,  —  Ala. 
— '.  (Annotated) 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


9.  A  provision  in  a  municipal  ordinance 
granting  a  natural  gas  company  the  right 
to  lay  pipes  and  supply  consumers,  that  the 
city  shall  not  flx,  or  attempt  to  fix,  the  rate 
at  which  gas  shall  be  supplied,  below  a 
spocifled  sum  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  does 
not  raise  an  implied  contract  that  the  city 
may  regulate  the  price  after  the  expiration 
of  such  period.  East  Ohio  Gas  Co.  v. 
Akron,  36:  93,  90  N.  E.  40,  81  Ohio  St.  33. 

GEOGIlAPHICAIi  NAME. 

As  tradename,  see  Tradename. 

GIFT. 

To  charity,  see  C^iarities. 
Presumption  of,  see  Trusts,  2. 
Rebuttal   of  presumption   of   gift,  see 

Evidence,  30, 
As  to  trust  generally,  see  Trusts. 

GOOD  BEHAVIOR. 

Deduction  from  sentence  for,  see  Ciiin- 
inal  Law,  4. 

GOOD  FAITH. 

Burden   of   establishing,   see   Evidence, 

4. 
Evidence  of,  see  Evidence,  42. 

GOVERNOR. 

Infringement  of  prerogative  of,  to  par- 
don, see  Criminal  l^w,  4,  6. 

GRAIN. 

Storage  of,  see  Warehousemen. 

GRAND  JURY. 

Necessity  of  indictment  or  presentment 
by,  see  Criminal  Law,  2,  3. 

GRIST    MILLS. 

Exercise  of  eminent  domain  for  pur- 
pose  of,  see   Eminent  Domain,  2. 

GROSS  NEGLIGENCE. 

Of  conductor  of  street  car,  see  Carriers, 
13. 

GUARANTY. 

By  married  'woman  of  note,  see  Conflict 

of  Laws,  2. 
Of  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  projierty, 

see  (Constitutional  Law. 

GUARDIAN  AND  WARD. 

Right  of  ward  Ut  maintain  action  at 
law  against  guardian  for  guardian- 
ship funds  before  settlement  of  ac- 
count, see  Assumpsit. 

Guardian  of  incompetent  person,  see 
Incompetent    Persons. 

Effect  of  guardian's  interest  in  sale  of 
infant's  land,  see  Infants,  10; 
Judgment,  2. 

Bar  of  right  of  infant  to  recover 
against  guardian,  see  Limitation  of 
Actions,  5. 

Suit  by  infant  to  recover  from  guard- 
ian trust  moneys,  see  Parties,  4, 
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GUN— HIGHWAYS. 


GUN. 

Negligence  in  discharge  of,  see  Evi- 
dence, 30;  Negligence,  1. 

HABEAS  COnPUS. 

As  proper  method  of  raising  question 
of  delay  in  prosecution,  see  Appeal 
and  Error,  15. 

1.  Although  the  confinement  of  an  in- 
sane person  whose  going  at  large  would  be 
dangerous  to  himself  or  to  other  people  is 
illegal,  he  will  not  be  set  at  liberty  under 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  but  he  will  be  de- 
tained, to  permit  a  legal  commitment  to  be 
secured  under  legal  proceedings.  Re  Allen, 
a6:  aaa,  73  Atl.  1078,  82  Vt.  365. 

2.  The  validity  of  a  statute  may  be 
tested  by  habeas  corpus  proceedings  to  re- 
lease from  custody  one  who  has  been  im- 
prisoned under  it.  Harper  v.  Galloway,  a6: 
794.  51  So.  226,  —  Fla.  — . 

3.  A  convict  who  has  been  rearrested 
upon  executive  order  for  violation  of  a 
conditional  parole,  in  the  absence  of  statute 
or  an  express  provision  of  the  parole  pro- 
viding for  a  hearing,  may  maintain  habeas 
corpus  proceedings  to  show,  if  he  can,  that 
he  has  performed  the  conditions  of  the  pa- 
role, or  that  he  has  a  legal  excuse  for  not 
having  done  so,  or  that  he  is  not  the  same 
person  who  was  convicted.  Re  Ridley,  36: 
110,  106  Pac.  549,  —  Okla.  Grim.  Rep.  — . 

HANDWRITING. 

Admissibility  for  purpose  of  compari- 
son, see  Evidence,  14. 

HARMIiESS  ERROR. 

See  Appeal  and  Error,  22-30.    , 

HARNESS. 

As  part  of  ways,  works,  and  machinery, 
within  meaning  of  employers'  lia- 
bility act,  see  Master  and  Servant, 
6. 

HEAIjTII. 

Quarantine  laws  as  regulation  of  com- 
merce, see  Commerce,  3. 

Police  power  as  to,  generally,  see  Con- 
stitutional Law,  20. 

Statute  as  to  inspection  of  animals 
brought  into  etate,  see  Proximate 
Cause,  1. 

That  the  conditions  in  an  isolated 
case  are  such  as  to  make  unnecessary  the 
enforcement  of  a  health  ordinance  will  not 
prevent  its  enforcement,  if  it  is  within  a 
general  clause  to  which  the  ordinance  is  ap- 
plicable. Benz  V.  Kremer,  a6:  843,  125  N. 
W.  99,  —  Wis.  — . 

HEARING. 

Necessity  of,  before  confinement  of  per- 
son in  insane  hospital,  see  Consti- 
tutional Law,   21-24. 

HEARSAY. 

Hearsay  evidence,  see  Evidence. 
86  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


HEIRS. 

Estoppel  of,  by  acts  of  aneestor,  see 
Estoppel,  4. 

rilGHWAYS. 

Injury  to  abutting  property  by  ton- 
struction  of  viaduct  in  street,  ::«<> 
Appeal  and  Error,  26;  Emineni 
Domain,  6. 

Obstruction  of  drainage  by  change  of 
grade  by  railroad,  see  Appeal  ac-i 
Error,  30;  W'aters,  2. 

Forbidding  use  of  automobiles  on  cer- 
tain roads,  see  Automobiles,  1: 
Constitutional  Law,  5. 

Criminal  liability  of  railroad  eompaov 
for  obstruction,   see   Corporaiios". 

Liability  for  costs  for  proceeding  ti 
open,  see  Costs. 

Measure  of  compensation  for  opening  of 
road  through  private  property,  see 
Damages,  0. 

Setting  off.  advantages  from,  against 
damages,  see  Damages,  9,  10. 

Damages   to  abutting   owner   for   con- ' 
struction  of  telegraph  or  telepht«< 
line  in,  see  Damages,  2,  14:  Trial. 
26. 

Compensation  for  taking  of,  see  Emi- 
nent Domain,  5,  6. 

Evidence  on  question  of  damages  t'.' 
abutting  owner,  see  Evidence,  36. 

Injury  to  abutting  property  from  nejjli- 
gence  in  constructing,  see  Munic- 
ipal Corporations,  7,  9. 

Time  to  apply  for  new  trial  in  pro- 
ceedings to  open,  see  Xew  Trial,  3. 

Liability  of  railroad  receiver  to  indict- 
ment for  obstructing  crossing,  s«e 
Receivers. 

Contributory  negligence. 

As      question   for    jury,    see  Trial,   3, 

10. 
Taking  case  from  jury  because  of,  <«« 

Trial,  20. 

1.  That  it  is  not  negligence  per  se  tn 
use  a  highway  known  to  be  in  bad  coD.ii- 
tion  does  not  imply  a  right  in  a  traveler  tn 
compensation  for  injuries  recklessly  in- 
curred, nor  freedom  from  duty  to  suffer  rea- 
sonable abatement  of  strict  le^l  rights  in 
respect  to  highways  and  take  reasonaitle 
measures  for  his  safety,  even  to  the  extent 
of  some  delay  and  effort  to  avoid  injury. 
Shriver  v.  Marion  County  Ct.  a6:  377,  66 
S.  E.  1062,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

2.  One  who,  with  full  knowledge,  un- 
necessarily attempts  to  pass  over  an  open 
and  apparent  defect  in  a  highway,  to  his 
injury,  is  guilty  of  contributory  negligence 
as  matter  of  law.  Shriver  v.  Marion  Coun- 
ty Ct.  36:  377,  66  S.  E.  1062,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

8.  One  who,  because  of  no  safe  and 
available  way,  is  justified  in  assuming  tlie 
risk  incident  to  an  attempt  to  pass  over  a 
known  defect  in  a  highway,  is  required  to 
exercise  no  more  than  ordinary  care  for  his 
safety  in  so  doing.  Shriver  v.  Marion  Coun- 
ty Ct.  a6:  377,  86  8.  E.  1062,  —  W.  Va . 
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HOLOGRAnilC  WILLS. 

See  Wills,  7. 

HOMESTEAD. 

Conflict    of    laws    as    to    deaoent    of 

wife's  interest  in,  see  Conflict  of 

Laws,  6. 
Eartoppel  to  claim  dower  rights  ia,  lee 

Estoppel,  3. 
Estoppel   of   heirs   to   attack   sale  of, 

by  ancestor,  see  Estoppel,  4. 

HOMICIDE. 

Reversal  of  conviction  for  misconduct 
of  jury,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  36. 

By  convict  in  resisting  illegal  corporal 
punishment  by  warden,  see  Trial, 

The  killing  by  one  convict  of  an- 
other who  was  abetting  a  warden  in  in- 
flicting illegal  corporal  punishment  upon  the 
former  amounts  to  voluntary  manslaughter 
only,  where  the  killing  was  the  result  of 
sudden  and  irresistible  impulse  of  passion 
caused  by  the  assault,  as  the  security  of 
person,  except  as  expressly  provided  by 
statute,  remains  the  convict's  right,  and  if 
it  be  unlawfully  invaded  he  may  resist  such 
unlawful  invasion  as  if  there  had  been  no 
conviction,  and  is  therefore  entitled  to  the 
same  immunities  as  a  freeman.  Westbrook 
V.  State,  36:  591,  66  S.  E.  788,  133  Ga.  678. 

HOTELS. 

Forbidding  solicitation  of  business  by, 
at  railroad  stations,  see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  30. 

HOTTRS  OF  LABOR. 

Regulation  of,  see  Constitutional  Law, 
12,  13;  Master  and  Servant,  2. 

HUNTING. 

Validity  of  statute  regulating,  see  Con- 
stitutional Law,  6. 

Negligence  of  hunter  in  shooting  com- 
panion, see  Evidence,  30;  Negli- 
gence, 1. 

Contributory  negligence  of  hunter 
killed  by  companion,  see  Trial,  14. 

HUSBAND  AND  WIFE. 

Right  of  trustee  in  bankruptcy,  in  in- 
surance on  life  of  man,  payable  to 
his  wife,  see  Bankrutpcy,  3,  4. 

Conflict  of  laws  as  to  note  by  married 
woman,  see  Conflict  of  I^ws,  1,  2. 

Conflict  of  laws  as  to  wife's  contracts 
of  suretyship,  see  Conflict  of  Laws, 
2. 

Conflict  of  laws  as  to  descent  of  com- 
munity property,  see  Conflict  of 
Laws,  6. 

As  to  divorce  or  separation,  see  Divorce. 

Effect  of  divorce  on  property  rights, 
generally,  see  Divorce,  10-15. 

As  to  dower,  see  Dower. 

Estoppel  of  wife,  see  Estoppel,  3. 

Presumption  that  real  estate  is  wife's 
separate  property,  see  Evidence,  8. 


Evidence  as  to  intent  in  placing  title 
to  real  estate  in  wife  s  name,  see 
Evidence,  18,  39. 

Estoppel  of  wife  of  insured,  see  In- 
surance, 6. 

Laches  of  wife  in  bringing  action 
against  husband  to  compel  convey- 
ance to  her,  see  Limitation  of  Ac- 
tions,  1. 

Joinder  of  husband  in  action  by  wife, 
see  Parties,  4. 

Resulting  trust  where  wife  furnishes 
money  for  real  estate,  title  to 
which  is  taken  in  name  of  husband, 
see  Trusts,  2. 

Competency  of  wife  as  witness  against 
husband,  ses  Witnesses,  1. 

1.  The  mere  placing  by  a  man  of  the 
title  to  real  estate  in  his  wife's  name  does 
not  vest  the  property  in  her,  in  the  absence 
of  an  intention  to  make  her  a,  gift  of  the 
property.  Fulkerson  v.  Stiles,  26:  181,  105 
Pac.  966,  166  Cal.  703. 

2.  Failure  of  a  man  to  keep  alive  the 
insurance  on  his  life  will  defeat  his  right 
to  his  wife's  property  at  her  death,  under 
an  antenuptial  agreement  to  the  effect  that 
each  shall  have  the  control  of  his  or  her 
own  property  during  life,  and  that  he  shall 
keep  alive  a  life  insurance  policy  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which,  together  with  her  separate 
property,  shall  be  ners  if  she  survive  him, 
and  that  her  property  shall  go  to  him  at 
her  death  him  surviving.  Becker  v.  Becker, 
36:  858,  89  N.  E.  737,  241  Ul.  423. 

(Annotated) 

HYPOTHETICAL  QUESTIONS. 

See  Evidence,  20. 

IDENTITY, 

Admissibility  of  evidence  to  show,  see 
Evidence,  14. 

Sufficiency  of  evidence  to  show,  see  Evi- 
dence, 60. 

ILL  TREATMENT. 

As  ground  for  divorce,  see  Divorce,  1, 
2. 

ILLUMINATING  GAS. 

See  Gas. 

IMITATION. 

Of  tradename,  see  Tradename. 

IMPEACHMENT. 

Of  witness,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  27j 
Witnesses,  2,  3. 

IMPLIED  AGREEMENTS. 

See  Contracts,  1,  2. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

Consideration  for  landlord's  promise  to 
pay  for,  see  Contracts,  3. 

As  to  public  improvements,  see  Drains 
and  Sewers;  Public  Improvements. 

INCEST. 

Evidence  in  prosecution  for,  see  Evl* 
dence,  15,  31,  38,  40. 
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INCOMPETENT  PERSONS— INFANTS. 


INCOMPETENT  PEUSONS. 

Due  process  as  to,  in  confinement  of, 
see  Constitutional  Law,  21-24,  20. 

Habeas  corpus  to  secure  release,  see 
Habeas  Corpus,  1. 

As  to  infants,  see  Infants. 

1.  An  order  of  a  probate  judge,  when 
exercising  a  special  and  limited  jurisdiction 
under  statutory  authority,  in  committing  a 
person  to  an  insane  hospital,  must,  in  order 
to  be  valid,  sliow  that  the  jurisdictional 
farts  existed.  Re  Allen,  36:  233,  73  Atl. 
1078,  82  Vt.  365. 

2.  A  statute  providing  for  an  appeal 
from  the  commitment  6t  a  person  to  a  hos- 
]>ital  for  the  insane  on  a  certificate  of  physi- 
cians does  not  apply  to  a  commitment  by 
the  probate  court  acting  as  a  court  of  in- 
quiry. Re  Allen,  36:  333,  73  Atl.  1078,  82 
Vt.  366. 

INDEMNITY. 

In  general,  see  Insurance. 

INDETERMINATE  SENTENCES. 
See  Criminal  Law,  4. 

INDEX. 

To  transcript  on  appeal,  see  Appeal  and 
Error,  5. 

INDIAN  liANDS. 

Right  to  recover  back  money  paid  for, 
under  invalid  contract,  see  Con- 
tracts, 10. 

INDICTMENT,    INFORMATION,    AND 
COMPLAINT. 

Effect  of  absence  of  valid  indictment 
on  jurisdiction  of  Federal  court,  see 
Courts,  8. 

Sufficiency  of  presentment  of  indict- 
ment, see  Criminal  Law,  2,  3. 

1.  Under  a  constitutional  provision  that 
"all  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  state,"  it 
is  not  necessary  specifically  to  aver  in  an 
information  that  the  prosecution  is  so  car- 
ried on,  it  being  sufficient  if  that  fact  ap- 
pear on  the  record.  Caplcs  v.  State,  a6: 
1033,  104  Pac.  493,  —  Oljla.  Crim.  Rep.  — . 

(Annotated) 

2.  It  is  not  necessary  under  a  constitu- 
tional provision  that  "no  person  shall  be 
prosecuted  for  a  felony  by  information 
without  having  had  a  preliminary  examina- 
tion before  an  examining  magistrate  or  hav- 
ing waived  such  preliminary  examination," 
in  order  to  give  a  court  jurisdiction  of  an 
information  charging  a  felony,  to  allege 
that  the  defendant  has  had  such  an  exam- 
ination and  has  been  bound'  over  to  await 
final  trial  thereon,  or  has  waived  such  ex- 
amination, since  if  such  things  has  not  been 
done  the  motion  can  be  presented  by  plea 
in  abatement.  Caples  v.  State,  36:  1033, 
104  Pac.  493,  —  Okla.  Crim.  Rep.  — . 

3.  The  omission  of  the  word  "the"  be- 
fore the  words  "state  of  Oklahoma"  in  the 
caption  of  an  information  is  not  fatal  an- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


der  a  constitutional  provision  that  "the 
style  of  all  writs  and  processes  shall  be  'Tbe 
state  of  Oklahoma,'"  as  an  information  is 
not  a  writ  or  process  and  as  the  caption 
forms  no  part  of  the  information  itself, 
and  even  if  it  were  a  part  thereof  the  omis- 
sion would  not  prove  fatal  as  the  Constitu- 
tion will  not  be  given  a  technical  construe, 
tion.  Caples  v.  State,  36:  1033,  104  Pac 
493,  —  Okla.  Crim.  Rep.  — . 

4.  Where  by  statute  the  destruction  of 
property  under  a  certain  value  is  a  crime, 
while  below  that  value  it  is  merely  a  mis- 
demeanor, an  indictment  or  information  for 
violation  of  the  statute  must  allege  llie 
value  of  the  property  destroyed. .  Nation  r. 
District  of  Columbia,  36:  996,  34  App.  D. 
C.  463. 

INDOlisEMENT. 

Effect  of  blank  indorsement  to  impart 
negotiability  to  non-negotiable  in- 
strument, see  Bills  and  Notes,  .5. 

Of  bill  or  note,  generally,  see  Bills 
and  Notes,  8,  9. 

INFANTS. 

Advancements  to,  see  Advancements 

Damages  for  negligent  killing  of  child, 
see  Damages,  7. 

Injury  to  children  near  railroad  traclc 
by  fall  of  material  from  car,  s<.e 
Negligence,  2. 

Injury  to,  on  railroad  track,  see  Rail- 
roads; Trial,  16. 

Prohibited  employment  of. 

1.  The  enactment  of  a  statute  forbid- 
ding the  employment  of  children  under  four- 
teen years  of  age  in  any  theater,  concert 
hall,  or  in  or  about  any  place  of  amiisp- 
ment  where  intoxicating  liquor  is  made  or 
sold  is  a'  valid  and  constitutional  exerci^ 
of  the  legislative  power.  State  v.  Ra«e, 
36:  821,  61  So.  406,  126  La.  482. 

2.  Any  acting  or  performing  on  the 
stage  of  a  theater  is  *abor  or  work  withia 
the  meaning  of  a  statute  forbidding  the  em- 
ployment of  children  under  fourteen  years 
of  age  "to  work  or  labor"  in  any  theater, 
concert  hall,  or  in  or  about  any  place  of 
amusement  where  intoxicating  liquor  is 
made  or  sold.  State  v.  Rose,  36:  Ssi,  51 
So.  496,  125  La.  462.  ■ 

3.  The  words  "where  intoxicating  li- 
quors arc  made  or  sold"  as  used  in  a  statute 
forbidding  the  employment  of  children  un- 
der fourteen  years  of  age  "to  labor  or  work 
in  any  theater,  concert  hall,  or  in  or  about 
any  place  of  amusement  where  intoxicating 
liquors  are  made  or  sold"  do  not  qualify  the 
word  "theater"  so  as  to  render  tbe  latr 
applicable  only  to  theaters  or  concert  halls 
where  intoxicants  are  sold.  State  v.  Rose, 
26:  831,  61  So.  496,  126  I.*.  462. 

Support. 

4.  A  parent  may  be  guilty  under  a 
statute  requiring  parents,  who  are  able,  to 
provide  for  their  minor  children  and  pruriil- 
ing  that  citizenship  once  acquired  by  a  par- 
ent of  any  child  in  the  state  shall  be  deemed 
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for  the  purposes  of  the  act  to  eontinue  until 
Biich  child  IS  sixteen  years  of  age,  provided 
'the  ehild  so  long  continues  to  live  in  the 
state,  and  that  the  offense  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  been  committed  in  any  county  in 
'which  the  child  may  be  at  the  time  the  com- 
plaint is  made,  although  he  is  a  resident  of 
another  state  during  the  time  laid  in  the 
indictment.  State  v.  Sanner,  a6:  1093,  00  N. 
S.  1007,  81  Ohio  St.  393. 
Oustody. 

Constitutionality  of  statute  as  to  cus- 
tody of,  see  Constitutional  Law,  3, 
14. 
5.  A  statute  permitting  a  father  to  dis- 
pose of  the  custody  of  his  child  during  mi- 
nority cannot  be  construed  to  permit  such 
disposal  to  take  effect  only  after  his  death, 
— at  least  where  the  statute  is  a  substitute 
for  a  prior  one,  and  omitted  the  provision 
of   the   latter   which  so   limited   his   power. 
Tillman  v.  Tillman,  a6:  781,  66  S.  E.  1040, 
—  S.  C.  — . 

0.  An  agreement  between  husband  and 
'wife  made  in  view  of  an  existing  separation, 
as  to  the  custody  of  their  minor  children, 
is  abrogated  by  their  reconciliation.  Till- 
man V.  Tillman,  a6:  781,  66  S.  E.  1049,  — 
S.  C.  — . 

7.  A  father  cannot  wrest  his  children 
from  their  mother  because  of  her  lack  of 
education  or  her  faults  of  disposition.  Till- 
man V.  Tillman,  26:  781,  66  S.  E.  1049,  — 
S.  C.  — . 

8.  A  statute  permitting  a  father  to  dis- 
pose by  deed  of  the  custody  of  his  children 
will  be  construed  to  make  the  deed  binding 
on  him  only,  and  not  to  affect  the  rights  of 
the  mother.  Tillman  v.  Tillman,  a6:  781, 
C«  S.  E.  1049,  —  8.  C.  — . 

9.  In  determining  the  right  of  the  cus- 
tody of  chidren  which  a  father  separated 
from  his  wife  has  deeded  to  his  parents,  to 
the  exclusion  of  their  mother,  his  act  will 
be  regarded  as  invalid  against  her,  if  the 
family  relation  was  .broken  by  him  without 
just  reason,  and  they  will  be  restored  to 
her  custody  if  she  is  a  fit  person  to  be 
intrusted  with  them.  Tillman  v.  Tillman, 
a6:  781,  66  S.  E.  1049,  —  S.  C.  — . 

Sale  of  real  property. 

Jurisdiction  to  order  sale  of  land,  see 

Judgment,  2. 
Certainty  of  decree  for  sale  of  infant's 

land,  see  Judgment,  3. 
Time  for  attacking  fraudulent  sale  of 
coal  underlying  infant's  land,  see 
Judgment,  16. 
Lnclies  in  asserting  right  to  reformation 
of  deed,  see  Limitation  of  Actions, 
2. 
Laches  in  bringing  suit  to  avoid  sale  of 
coal  underlying  land,  see  Limita- 
tion of  Actions,  4. 
Bar  of  right  to  recover  from  guardian 
profits  that  went  into  his  hands  by 
sale  of  infant's  realty,  see  Limita- 
tion of  Actions,  5. 
10.  The  interest  of  a  guardian  ad  litem 
In  the  purchase  of  coal  underlying  the  in- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


fant's  land  sold  in  the  suit  in  which  the  in- 
fant  was  represented  by  that  guardian  ad  li- 
tem renders  the  sale  voidable  at  suit  of  the 
infant  upon  discovery  of  fraud,  provided 
laches  are  not  imputable  to  him.  Plant  t, 
Humphries,  a6:  558,  66  S.  E.  94,  —  W.  Va. 
— .  (Annotated) 

INFORMATION. 

For  criminal  offense,  see  Indictment 
etc. 

inheritance:. 

See  Descent  and  Distribution. 

inheritance  tax. 

See  Taxes,  7. 

INJUNCTION. 

Conflict  of  jurisdiction  as  to,  see  Courts, 
9. 

Admissibility  of  judgment  enjoining  li- 
quor nuisance,  see  Evidence,  10. 

Contract  rights. 

1.  Injunction  will  lie  against  the  breach 
of  contract  by  one  who,  when  an  inexpe- 
rienced physician,  was  taken  into  the  office 
of  an  experienced  practitioner  and  paid  a 
salary,  introduced  to  patients,  and  furnished 
conveyances  for  the  performance  of  his  pro- 
fessional duties,  upon  consideration  that  he 
would  not  engage  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  the  city  where  the  business  was  lo- 
cated within  five  years  after  the  termination 
of  his  relation  with  the  other  party,  after 
he  has  received  the  consideration  for  his 
promise.  Freudenthal  v.  Espey,  36:  961,  102 
Pac.  280,  45  Colo.  488. 

Illegal  or  tortious  acts. 

Against  nuisance,  see  Nuisances,  4. 

2.  One  injured  by  violation  of  the  Fed- 
eral anti-trust  act  is  not  entitled  to  in- 
junctive relief.  National  Fireprooflng  Co. 
v.  Mason  Builders'  Asso.  36:  148,  94  C.  C. 
A.  535,  169  Fed.  259. 

Parties. 

To  restrain  monopoly,  see  Monopoly  and 
Combinations,  2. 

3.  Equity  will  not  take  jurisdiction  to 
enjoin  the  enforcement  of  an  unccmstitution- 
al  law  at  the  suit  of  one  who  does  not  show 
himself  to  be  injured  by  it.  Benz  v.  Kre- 
mer,  a6:  84a,  125  N.  W.  99,  —  Wis.  — . 

4.  One  injured  by  a  monopoly  in  contra- 
vention of  a  state  statute  cannot  maintain  a 
suit  for  an  injunction,  where  a  section  of  the 
statute  authorizes  such  suit  to  be  brought 
by  the  attorney  general.  National  Fire- 
proofing  Co.  V.  Afason  Builders'  Asso.  a6: 
148,  94  C.  C.  A.  535,  169  Fed.  259. 

INSANE  PERSONS. 

See  Incompetent  Persons. 

INSOIiVENOY. 

Taking  of  deposit  by  insolvent  bank,  see 

Banks,  6. 
Fraudulent  conveyance  by  insolvent,  gee 

Fraudulent  Conveyances. 
As  to  bankruptcy,  see  Bankruptc/. 
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INSPECTION. 

Master's  duty  as  to,  see  Master  and 
Servant,  9. 

Duty  of  lineman  to  make  his  own  in- 
spection of  poles,  see  Master  and 
Servant,  11,  12. 

INSPECTION  liAWS. 

As  interference  with  interstate  com- 
merce, see  Commerce,  2,  3. 

INSTHUCTIONS. 

See  Trial,  24-27. 


INSULATION. 

Injury  to  lineman  by  defective  insula- 
tion, see  Electricity,  2;  Master  and 
Servant,  4,  9. 


INSURANCE. 

As  assets  of  bankrupt,  see  Bankruptcy, 
3,4. 

Effect  of  husband's  failure  to  procure 
insurance  for  wife's  benefit,  as  pro- 
vided by  antenuptial  contract,  on 
his  right  to  enforce  covenants  of 
Wife,  see  Husband  and  Wife,  2. 

Foreign  corporations. 

Judgment  against  resident  mutual  in- 
surance company  on  policy  insur- 
ing property  in  other  state,  where 
it  is  invalid,  see  Judgment,  13. 

1.  A  policy  issued  by  an  insurance  com- 
pany of  one  state  upon  property  in  another 
state  in  which  the  company  is  unauthorized 
to  transact  business,  is  not,  in  the  absence  of 
an  express  statute,  void  as  to  the  insured. 
Strampe  v.  Minnesota  Farmers'  Mut.  Ins. 
Co.  a6:  999,  123  N.  W.  1083,  —  Minn.  — . 

(Annotated) 
Validity  of  policy. 

Instruction  as  to  burden  of  proof  as  to 

execution   of  contract,  see  Appeal 

and  Error,  34. 

Presumption    that    insurance    contract 

was  fully  executed,  see  Evidence,  6. 

See  also  supra,  1, 

2.  A  policy  of  insurance  issued  in  the 
adopted  name  of  the  applicant,  rather  than 
in  that  given  him  by  his  parents,  is  valid. 
Smith  V.  United  States  Casualty  Co.  36: 
1167,  90  N.  E.  947,  197  N.  Y.  420. 
Construction  of  policy. 

3.  A  contract  of  life  insurance  is  not  a 
contract  of  assurance  for  a  single  year  with 
a  privilege  of  renewal  from  year  to  year  by 
paying  the  annual  premiums,  but  is  an  en- 
tire contract  of  insurance  for  life,  subject 
only,  when  so  stipulated,  to  forfeiture  for 
nonpayment  of  any  instalments  of  premium, 
which  instalments  are  not  consideration  for 
the  respective  years  in  whicli  they  are  to  be 
paid,  but  are  part  consideration  of  the  en- 
tire insurance  for  life.  Haas  v.  Mutual  L. 
Ins.  Co.  26:  747,  121  N.  W.  990,  84  Neb.  682. 
Forfeiture. 

4.  The  failure  to  pay  any  except  tlic 
first  annual  instalment  of  premium  due  on 
C6  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


a  life  insurance  policy  which  eontaina  bo 
provision  for  a  forfeiture  thereof  for  n-j-i 
payment  of  premium  does  not  work  a  forfei- 
ture of  the  policy,  and  all  that  the  insurer 
can  demand  for  such  failure  is  the  right  tc 
set  ofT  against  the  indemnity  it  has  boun<i  n- 
self  to  pay,  the  amount  of  the  premium^  ->' 
unpaid,  with  interest  thereon.  Haas  v.  Mu- 
tual L.  Ins.  Co.  a6:  747f  121  N.  \V.  'Jtni.  hi 
Neb.  682.  (Annotat'ec. 

Waiver;  estoppel. 

5.  The  wife  of  a  member  of  a  mutual 
benefit  society  who  has  been  absent  and  3r.- 
heard  from  for  more  than  seveu  years  is  n.^ 
estopped  by  the  fact  that  she  ingtitut<^  .1 
suit  for  divorce  against  him  on  the  gn  iir. 
of  desertion,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  i 
marketable  title  to  property  standing  in  li4 
name,  from  claiming  in  a  suit  upon  the  cer- 
tificate, that  he  died  before  the  instituti-a 
of  the  divorce  proceedings, — at  least  wli-jrc 
the  society  is  not  shown  to  have  been  injurea 
by  her  conduct.  Butler  v.  Supreme  Court.  L 
O.  F.  26:  293,  101  Pac.  481,  53  Wash.  118. 
Proofs  of  loss. 

6.  The  beneficiary  of  a  benefit  c^rtifii-ate 
of  one  who  disappears  and  is  not  again  hujrd 
from  has  a  reasonable  time  after  the  exj'in- 
tion  of  the  statutory  period  necessary  for  1 
presumption  of  death  to  arise  in  wlitch  tc 
file  proofs  of  death,  where  the  certificate  rr- 
quires  proof  of  death  as  a  prerequisite  to  :  -'. 
bringing  of  an  action,  but  fixes  no  fi2rti1.11- 
lar  tims  within  which  proofs  must  be  tileJ.— 
at  least  where  death  can  be  established  0:1'; 
by  aid  of  the  presumption  arising  from  t: 
expiration  of  such  period;  aud  therof  r: 
Bucli  proofs  need  not  necessarily  be  furnii-;-. 
within  the  statutory  limitation  from  t;; 
time  of  deatli,  as  no  cause  of  action  aecrun 
until  proof  of  death  can  be  made.  Behlii.'T 
v.  Grand  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  a6:  305,  li3  .V. 
W.  1071,  —  Minn.  — . 

7.  The  beneficiary  of  a  certificate  of  tat 
who  disappears  and  is  not  again  heard  {roQ 
does  not  surrender  the  right  to  produ.-v 
proofs  of  death  withiv  a  reasonable  ti'j' 
after  the  expiration  of  the  statutory  peri-i 
necessary  for  a  presumption  of  death  t" 
arise,  when  the  presumption  is  necessary-  is 
order  to  establish  death,  by  assuming  that 
the  insured  died  within  one  year  of  his  dis- 
appearance, and  thereafter  stopping  pay- 
ment of  assessments  on  that  account.  Behl 
mer  v.  Grand  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  a6:  305, 
123  N.  W.  1071  —  Minn.  — .     (Annotat<^i 

Risks  and  causes  of  loss  or  Injury. 

8.  The  administration  of  an  anti-teta- 
nus serum  by  a  reputable  member  of  t)" 
medical  profession  in  case  of  an  injury  o''*- 
ered  by  a  policy  insuring  against  doatt 
caused  by  "external,  violent,  and  accidonu'. 
means,"  where  such  treatment  is  regular,  or- 
dinary, and  in  accordance  with  the  teachiii!:> 
of  his  profession,  is  one  of  the  possibiliti-- 
within  the  contemplation  of  the  parties  t'- 
Uie  policy,  and  where  the  death  results  sole- 
ly from  such  injury  and  the  injectioa  of  th« 
serum  recovery  can  be  had.  Gardner  t. 
United  Surety  Co.  26:  1004,  125  N.  W.  *>«. 
—  Minn.  — .  (Annotated) 
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&.ctlon9. 

Sufficiency  of  evidence  to  sustain  find- 
ing as  to  time  of  death  of  insured, 
see  Evidence,  45. 
Question  for  jury  as  to  time  of  deatli 

of  insured,  see  Trial,  18. 
Instruction  as  to  presumption  of  deatli 

of  insured,  see  Trial,  27. 
9.  Where  a  loss  under  an  insurance  poli- 
cy is  adjusted  and  the  insurer  agrees  to  pay 
a.  fixed  sum  on  or  about  a  day  certain,  a  com- 
plaint alleging  those  facts  bases  the  action 
upon  the  adjustment,  and  the  policy  limi- 
tation of  time  for  bringing  action  thereon 
does  not  apply.  Strampe  v.  Minnesota 
Farmers'  Mut.  Ins.  Co.  a6:  999,  123  N.  W. 
1083,  —  Minn.  — . 

INTENT. 

Evidence  to  show,  see  Evidence,  18,  32, 

30. 
As  question  for  jury,  see  Trial,  6-7. 
Of  testator,  see  Wills,  8. 

INTEREST. 

Prejudicial  instruction  as  to,  see  Appeal 
and  Error,  33. 

rNTEiRIiOOrTORY  ORDER. 

Consideration  of,  on  appeal,  see  Appeal 
and  Error,  17,  18. 

XNTERNATIONAIi  liAW. 

Private  international  law,  see  Conflict 
of  Laws. 

INTERSTATE  COMMERCE. 

See  Commerce. 

INTOXICATING  LIQUOR.* 

EflTect  on  lease,  for  liquor  business  of 
statute  prohibiting  sale  of  liquors, 
see  Landlord  and  Tenant,  2. 

Liability  of  private  citizen  for  destroy- 
ing, see  Nuisances,  5. 

Prohibition  and  regulation. 

Equal  protection  and  privileges  as  to, 

see  Constitutional   Law,  8,  9. 
Police  power  as  to,  see  Constitutional 

Law,  32,  33. 
Forbidding  employment  of  children  in 
places  of  amusement  where  liquor 
is  sold,  see  Infants,  1-3. 
Sufficiency  of  title  of  amendatory  act 

regulating  sale,  see  Statutes,  3. 
Validity  of  statute  as  to  sale,  which 
by  implication  modifies  prior  law, 
see  Statutes,  16. 
l.'A  municipal  corporation  has  not,  un- 
der its  general  powers  to  improve  the  mor- 
als, order,  and  comfort  of  its  inhabitants, 
authority  to  make  unlawful  the  keeping  on 
storage  or  deposit,  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
in  or  at  any  place  where  any  drinks  or  bev- 
erages are  kept  for  sale,  although  the  sale 
of  such  liquors  is  prohibited  by  state  laws. 
Kidge  v.  Bessemer,  a6:  394,  61  So.  248,  — 
Ala.  — .  (Annotated) 

2.  The  constitutional  grant  to  the  legis- 
lature of  power  to  regulate  or  control  the 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor 
does  not  destroy  its  power  to  regulate  the 
sale  of  malt  beverages  containing  alcohol 
in  such  small  quantites  as  not  to  be  in- 
toxicating, where  such  regulation  is  neces- 
sary to  the  control  of  traffic  in  intoxicating 
beverages.  Com.  v.  Henry,  a6:  883,  66  S.  E. 
570,  —  Va.  — . 

3.  Charter  authority  to  levy  license 
taxes  empowers  a  municipality  to  levy  such 
tax  on  the  business  of  selling  near  beer. 
State  T.  Dannenburg,  26:  890,  06  S.  E.  301, 
161  N.  C.  718.  (Annotated) 
lilcenseg. 

License    tax    as    invasion  of    property 

rights,  see  Constitutional  Law,  18. 
See  also  supra,  3. 

4.  A  license  tax  of  $1,000  per  year  im- 
posed by  a  municipal  corporation  on  the 
business  of  selling  near  beer,  which  is  a  busi- 
ness recognized  by  the  state,  so  that  the  mu- 
nicipality has  no  power  to  destroy  it,  will 
not  be  declared  to  be  prohibitive  and  unrea- 
sonable, where  business  is  being  conducted 
under  it,  and  such  business  requires  exten- 
sive police  surveillance.  State  v.  Dannen- 
burg, 36:  890,  66  S.  E.  301,  161  N.  C.  718. 
Vnlawful  sales. 

Admissibility  in  criminal  prosecution 
for  illegal  sale  of  judgment  enjoin- 
ing liquor  nuisance,  see  Evidence, 
10. 

5.  A  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  spirit- 
uous, vinous,  and  malt  liquors  does  not  in- 
clude malt  beverages  containing  so  small  a 
percentage  of  alcohol  that  the  largest  quan- 
tity that  can  be  drunk  will  not  intoxicate. 
Bowling  Green  v.  McMulIen,  a6:  895,  122  S. 
W.  823,  134  Ky.  742.  (Annotated) 

6.  Any  liquor  containing  alcohol  or  the 
alcoholic  principle  or  other  intoxicating 
quality  when  declared  by  the  legislature  to 
be  an  intoxicating  liquor  will  be  so  regard- 
ed by  the  courts  whether  or  not  its  ordinary 
use  will  produce  intoxication  in  the  average 
man.  State  v.  Fargo  Bottling  Works  Co. 
ae:  87a,  124  N.  W.  387,  —  N.  D.  — . 

7.  A  malt  liquor  which  retains  the  alco- 
holic principle  as  a  distinctive  force  and 
which  is  sold  and  used  as  a  substitute  for 
beer,  although  it  will  not  produce  intoxi- 
cation in  any  degree,  is  within  the  meaning 
of  a  statute  defining  an  intoxicating  liquor 
as  "any  kind  of  beverage  whatsoever,  which, 
retaining  the  alcoholic  principle  or  other  in- 
toxicating qualities  as  a  distinctive  force, 
may  be  used  as  a  beverage  and  become  a 
substitute  for  the  ordinary  intoxicating 
drinks."  State  v.  Fargo  Bottling  Works 
Co.  26:  87a,  124  N.  W.  387,  —  N.  D.  — . 


JOINDER. 

Of  causes  of  action,  see  Action  or  Suit, 

3. 
Of  parties,  see  Parties,  4,  6. 


JOINT  DEMURRER. 

See  Pleading,  14. 
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JUDGMENT. 


JVPGMKNT. 

Effect  of  statute  as  to  effect  of  failure 
to  pay  judgment  from  which  no  ap- 
peal IS  taken  within  sixty  days  on 
right  to  take  appeal  after  pre- 
scribed time,  see  Appeal  and  Error, 
4. 

On  appeal,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  37-39. 

Correction  on  appeal  of  judgment  by 
confession,  see  Appeal  and  Error, 
38. 

Admissibility  of,  as  evidence,  see  Evi- 
dence, 9,  10. 

Prejudicial  error  in  admission  of,  in 
evidence,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  25. 

On  foreclosure,  see  Mortgage,  2. 

Jurisdiction. 

See  also  infra,  5. 

Necessity  that  order  committing  person 
to  insane  asylum  should  show  exist- 
ence of  jurisdictional  facts,  see  In- 
competent Persons,  1. 

1.  A  judgment  entered  in  a  criminal 
ease  is  void  where  the  evidence  shows  that 
the  offense  is  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court.  Nation  v.  District  of  Columbia, 
a6:  996,  34  App.  D.  C.  453. 

2.  That  it  is  afterwards  disclosed  that 
the  guardian  ad  litem  of  an  infant  in  a  suit 
to  sell  coal  underlying  an  infant's  land  was 
interested  in  the  sale  and  purchase  thereof 
does  not  affect  the  court's  jurisdiction  so  as 
to  avoid  the  decree.  Plant  v.  Humphries, 
a6:  558,  66  8.  E.  94,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

Form  and  substance. 

3.  A  decree  for  the  sale  of  coal  under- 
lying an  infant's  land  which  sufficiently  lo- 
cates and  designates  the  tract  as  a  whole  is 
not  void  for  uncertainty  because  not  specific 
in  defining  the  location  of  two  reservations 
of  small  parcels  of  coal  therein.  Plant  v. 
Humphries,  a6:  558,  66  S.  E.  94,  —  W.  Va. 

EttecX  and  conclusiveness. 

What  may  be  considered  on  appeal  from 
interlocutory  order  overruling  plea 
of  res  judicata,  see  Appeal  and  Er- 
ror, 18. 

Estoppel  by  judgment,  see  Estoppel,  2. 

Admisaibility  in  evidence  of  judgment 
founded  on  ex  parte  affidavits,  see 
Evidence,  10. 

Applicability  to  pending  actions  of  stat- 
ute forbidding  second  action  after 
nonsuit,  see  Statutes,  13. 

4.  The  final  judgment  of  a  Federal  cir- 
cuit court  dismissing  a  suit,  after  refusal 
to  remand  tlie  cause  to  a  state  court  whence 
it  had  been  removed  by  the  filing  of  a  tran- 
script of  the  record  after  denial  by  the  state 
court  of  a  petition  for  removal,  must,  while 
unreversed,  be  given  full  effect  by  the  state 
court,  when  set  up  as  a  bar  to  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  action  begun  therein,  as 
the  right  to  determine  the  question  of  the 
right  to  remove  a  cause  from  a  state  court, 
independently  of  the  jurisdiction  and  deter- 
mination of  the  state  court,  rests  in  the 
Federal  circuit  court,  and  is  conclusive  un- 
til reversed.  Bolen-Darnall  Coal  Co.  v.  Kirk, 
26:  370,  106  Pac.  813,  —  Okla.  — . 
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5.  A  judgment  is  binding  until  reversed 
upon  appeal  or  other  direct  rehearing,  unless 
successfully  assailed  for  fraud  or  collusion, 
where  the  record  of  the  cause  shows  that  the 
court  had  jurisdiction,  as  the  record  as  to 
a  recital  of  jurisdiction  is  conclusively  pre- 
sumed to  speak  the  truth.  Plant  v.  Hum- 
phries, 26:  558,  66  S.  E.  94,  —  W.  Va,  — . 

6.  That  a  compulsory  nonsuit  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  judgment  for  defendants  does  not 
take  it  out  of  the  operation  of  a  statute  per- 
mitting a  plaintiff  who  suffers  a  nonsuit  to 
begin  another  action  for  the  same  cause 
within  a  specified  time,  since,  the  nonsuit 
being  in  legal  contemplation  merely  a  dis- 
missal of  the  former  suit,  there  was  no  jn- 
risdiction  to  enter  the  final  judgment.  Ma- 
son V.  Kansas  City  Belt  R.  Co.  26:  9x4,  123 
S.  W.  1128,  —  Mo.  — .  (Annotated) 

7.  Failure  to  appeal  from  an  order  over- 
ruling a  motion  to  set  aside  a  nonsuit  doe« 
not  deprive  one  of  the  benefit  of  a  statute 
permitting  him  to  bring  a  second  suit  with- 
in a  specified  time  after  suffering  a  nonsuit. 
Mason  v.  Kansas  City  Belt  R.  Co.  afi:  914, 
125  S.  W.  1128,  —  Mo.  — . 

8.  The  finding  of  a  probate  court  upoa 
which  letters  of  administration  are  granted 
cannot  be  attacked  in  a  collateral  proceed- 
ing, where,  by  statute,  the  probate  court  is 
on  the  footing  of  a  court  of  general  jurisdic- 
tion. Connors  v.  Cunard  Steamship  Co.  26: 
171,  90  N.  E.  601,  204  Mass.  310. 

9.  Where  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
land  under  a  mortgage  fi.  fa.  are  claimed  un- 
der a  junior  common-law  judgment  and  a 
rule,  to  which  both  lien  creditors  are  par- 
tics,  is  brought  to  distribute  such  proc^^, 
upon  trial  of  which  the  validity  of  the  mort- 
gage is  attacked  for  lack  of  consideratiou 
and  fraud,  which  rule  results  in  a  judgment 
sustaining  the  validity  of  the  mortgage  lien, 
the  holder  of  the  common-law  fi.  fa.  is  there- 
by estopped  from  subsequently  attacking 
the  sheriff's  deed  to  the  mortgage  creditor  a 
purchaser,  on  the  ground  of  newly  discoverml 
evidence  of  the  fraud  relied  upon  on  trial  of 
the  rule  to  distribute  the  money  arising 
from  the  sale  of  the  land.  Tbomason  v. 
Thompson,  26:  536,  69  S.  E.  236, 129  Ga.  440. 

10.  A  judgment  obtained  in  lin  action  on 
a  valid  contract  instituted  against  a  foreign 
corporation  while  rightfully  doing  businrM 
within  a  state  is  binding  upon  one  who,  be- 
fore rendition  thereof,  assumed  the  liability 
involved  in  such  action,  although  the  judg- 
ment was  not  rendered  until  after  the  eur-  I 
poration  had  been  deprived  of  its  right  to  lU 
business  within  the  state.  Billmyer  Lumlwr 
Co.  V.  Merchants'  Coal  Co.  26:  iioi,  66  S.  E 
1073,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

11.  Purchasers  from  a  landlord  who  was 
not  a  party  to  and  was  not  concluded  by  ai: 
adverse  judgment  in  an  action  of  ejectment 
prosecuted  against  his  tenant,  who  acquired 
title  subsequent  to  the  judgment,  are  not 
bound  thereby,  although  they  were  defeated 
parties  to  the  ejectment  suit.  Ditlinger  v. 
Miller,  26:  595,  106  Pac.  20,  81  Kan.  9. 

12.  A  landowner  who  is  not  a  party  to^ 
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lias  no  notice  of,  and  does  not  defend,  an  ac- 
tion of  ejectment  prosecuted  against  his  ten- 
ant, is  not  bound  by  a  judgment  in  the  ac- 
tion adverse  to  the  tenant.  Ditlinger  t.  Mil- 
ler, a6:  595,  105  Fac.  20,  81  Kan.  9. 

(Annotated) 
Foreign  Judgments. 

13.  The  courts  of  one  state  by  rendering 
judgment  against  a  resident  mutual  assess- 
ment insurance  company  on  a  policy  insur- 
ing property  in  another  state  in  which  the 
company  is  unauthorized  to  transact  busi- 
ness, do  not  fail  to  give  full  faith  and  credit 
to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  pro- 
ceedings of  the  latter  state,  notwithstanding 
the  courts  thereof  might  refdse  to  entertain 
a  suit  on  the  loss  under  the  policy.  Strampe 
V.  Minnesota  Farmers'  Mut.  Ins.  Co.  36:  999, 
123  N.  W.  1083,  —  Minn.  — .  ( Annotated) 
Relief  against;  rehearing. 

As  to  new  trial,  see  New  Trial. 

14.  A  person  to  whom  a  real  estate  mort- 
gage is  assigned  subsequent  to  the  obtaining 
of  a  judgment  quieting  title  to  such  real  es- 
tate in  an  action  in  which  the  assignor  was 
not  a  party,  and  wherein  service  was  made 
by  publication  only,  hag  the  same  right  to 
have  the  judgment  opened  and  to  make  his 
defense  that  his  assignor  bad  before  the 
assignment,  under  a  statute  providing  that 
a  party  against  whom  a  judgment  has  been 
rendered  without  other  service  than  by  pub- 
lication may,  at  any  time  within  tnree 
years  after  the  date  of  judgment,  have  the 
same  opened  and  be  let  in  to  defend,  if  there 
be  no  imputation  of  bad  faith  and  no  inter- 
vening equities  are  affected.  Leslie  v.  Gib- 
son, aS:  1063,  103  Fac.  115,  80  Kan.  504. 

(Annotated) 

15.  A  judgment  will  not  be  set  aside  on 
the  ground  that  the  prevailing  party  prac- 
tised a  fraud  on  the  court  and  on  the  ad- 
verse party  by  concealing  the  evidence  of 
his  fraud,  where  the  particular  fraud,  evi- 
dence to  establish  which  is  alleged  to  have 
been  concealed,  was  the  issue  on  trial  and 
there  adjudicated.  Thomason  v.  Thompson, 
36:  536,  59  S.  E.  236,  129  Ga.  440. 

16.  Fraud  in  the  procurement  of  a  decree 
for  the  sale  of  coal  underlying  an  infant's 
land,  in  that  the  guardian  ad  litem  who  rep- 
resented the  infant  in  the  suit  for  the  sale 
was  personally  interested  therein,  may  be  at- 
tacked at  any  time  if  there  has  .been  dili- 
gence in  discovering  the  fraud  and  prompt- 
ness in  proceeding  to  attack  it,  notwith- 
standing the  expiration  of  a  day  to  show 
cause  against  the  decree.  Plant  v.  Hum- 
phries, 36:  558,  66  S.  E.  94,  —  W.  Va.  — . 


JVDIOIAIi  POWER. 

Encroachment    on,    see    Constitutional 
Law,  3,  4. 


JURIsniCTIOW, 

Of  bankruptcy  court,  see  Bankruptcy,  1. 
Of  courts  generally,  see  Courts. 
In  injunction  case,  see  Injunction. 
To  render  judgment,  see  Judgment,  1,  2. 
26  L.ILA.(N.S.) 


JURY. 

Reversal  of  conviction  for  misconduct 

of,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  36. 
Instructions  to,  see  Trial,  24-27. 

The  right  to  have  a  verdict  returned 
by  the  jury  is  not  waived  by  verbal  motions 
by  both  plaintiff  and  defendant  for  peremp- 
tory instructions.  Farmers'  Kat.  Bank  r. 
McCall,  a6:  317,  106  Pac.  866,  —  Okla,  — . 

KNOWLEDGE. 

Sufficiency  of  knowledge  to  show,  see 
Evidence,  43. 

LABELS. 

Sale  by  druggist  of  wood  alcohol  with- 
out, see  Appeal  and  Error,  24; 
Drugs  and  Druggists;  Evidence,  25. 

LABORERS. 

In  general,  see  Master  and  Servant. 

LABOR   ORGANIZATIONS. 

Conspiracy  of,  see  Conspiracy,  3,  4. 

LACHES. 

See  Limitation  of  Actions,  1-4. 

LAND  CONTRACT. 

See  Vendor  and  Purchsuer. 

LANDLORD  AND  TENANT. 

Consideration  for  landlord's  promise  to 
pay  for  improvements,  see  Con- 
tracts, 3. 

Conclusiveness,  as  against  landlord  or 
his  grantee,  of  judgment  in  action 
of  ejectment  against  tenant,  see 
Judgment,  11,  12. 

When  action  by  tenant  for  injury  to 
business  by  construction  of  tunnel 
through  property  is  barred,  see 
Limitation  of  Actions,  6. 

1.  Any  inference  of  repudiation  of  the 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant,  arising  from 
the  taking  by  the  tenant  of  a  tax  deed,  and 
a  subsequent  conveyance  by  him  by  warran- 
ty deed  of  the  land,  is  overcome  by  proof 
tnat  the  one  from  whom  the  land  had  been 
rented  was  always  recognized  as  landlord, 
and  that  the  tenant  paid  rent  to  him  up  to 
the  time  the  landlord  conveyed  the  premises 
to  the  same  parties  to  whom  the  tenant  had 
attempted  to  convey  them.  Ditlinger  v.  Mil- 
ler, 36:  595,  105  Pac.  20,  81  Kan.  9. 

2.  The  enactment  during  the  term  of  a 
lease,  the  declared  purpose  of  which  was  f6r 
the  operation  upon  the  leased  premises  of 
"a  general  retail  liquor  business,"  of  a  law 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
does  not  absolve  the  lessee,  in  the  absence  of 
a  provision  therefor  in  the  contract,  from 
paying  the  agreed  rent  accruing  after  the 
enactment  of  such  law.  J.  J.  Goodrum  To- 
bacco Co.  V.  Potts-Thompson  Liquor  Co.  36: 
498,  66  S.  E.  1081,  133  Ga.  776. 

LAW  OP  PLACE. 

See  Conflict  of  Laws. 
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LAWS— UPE  TENANTS. 


LAWS. 

Necessity  and  sufficiency  of  pleading,  see 

Pleading. 
As  to  statutes,  see  Statutes. 

LEASE. 

In  general,  see  Landlord  and  Tenant. 
As  to  oil  and  gas  lease,  see  Mines. 

LEGISLATURE. 

Validity  of  legislation  by,  generally,  see 
Constitutional  Law. 

Delegation  of  power  by,  see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  2. 

Police  power,  see  Constitutional  Law, 
27-33. 

Relation  of  courts'  to,  see  Courts,  5. 

Power  to  authorize  exercise  of  power  of 
eminent  domain,  see  Eminent  Do- 
main. 

Enactment  of  statute  by,  see  Statutes. 

Power  as  to  taxes,  see  Taxes. 

LIBEL  AND  SLANDER. 

Burden  of  establishing  malice,  where 
privileged  character  of  communica- 
tion has  been  proved,  see  Evidence, 
2. 

Privilege  as  question  for  jury,  see  Trial, 
8. 

1.  The  incorporation  in  a  letter  to  mem- 
bers of  a  fraternal  organization  notifyir.^ 
them  of  the  cancelation  of  the  authority  of 
the  collecting  agent,  and  notifying  them  to 
pay  their  dues  to  another,  of  a  statement 
that  the  agent  is  short  in  his  remittances, 
is  not  evidence  of  express  malice  where  the 
officers  of  the  association  ascertained  that 
fact  by  a  thorough  examination  of  the  books, 
and  he  had  threatened  suit  against  the  as- 
sociation unless  money  which  he  claimed  to 
be  due  him  was  paid,  and  to  withdraw  from 
the  society  and  take  a  large  portion  of  its 
members  with  him.  Holmes  v.  Royal  Fra- 
ternal Union,  36:  1080,  121  S.  W.  100,  222 
Mo.  556. 

2.  A  statemeirt  in  a  letter  to  the  mem- 
bers of  a  fraternal  association,  that  a  col- 
lecting agent  for  the  association  had  not  re- 
mitted any  of  the  collections  made  for  two 
months,  is  not  shown  to  be  so  untrue  as  to 
destroy  its  privilege  by  the  fact  that  the  evi- 
dence shows  that  he  had  remitted  a  part  of 
what  was  due  for  one  of  the  months.  Hol- 
mes v.  Royal  Fraternal  Union,  36:  1080,  121 
S.  W.  100,  222  Mo.  556. 

3.  A  written  communication  from  the 
president  of  a  fraternal  society  to  members 
at  a  certain  place,  to  the  effect  that  the 
collecting  agent  of  the  order  at  that  place 
was  behind  in  his  remittances,  and  that  it 
had  become  necessary  to  withdraw  authority 
from  him,  and  directing  the  members  to  pay 
their  dues  to  another,  is  qualifiedly  privi- 
leged,— especially  where  he  had  threatened 
to  withdraw  from  the  order  and  take  its 
members  with  him,  so  that  the  society  had 
a  right  to  guard  against  such  threat  on  his 
part.  Holmes  v.  Royal  Fraternal  Union,  36: 
1080,  121  S.  W.  100,  222  Mo.  556. 

(Annotated) 
26  L.R^.(N.S.) 


LIBERTY. 

Guaranty  of  right  to,  see  ConstitutioB- 
al  Law. 

LICENSE. 

Injury  to  passenger  by  company  us'-n; 
railroad  track  as  licensee,  see  Car- 
riers, 4. 

Requiring  license  to  hunt,  see  Consti- 
tutional Law,  6. 

Police  power  as  to,  see  Constitutional 
Law,  31. 

License  tax  as  invasion  of  property 
rights,  see  Constitutional  I^w.  Is.' 

Constitutionality  of  statute  limiting 
sale  of  medicines  to  license  phariiia.- 
cists,  see  Constitutional  Lan-,  10. 

License  tax  on  sale  of  liquor,  see  In- 
toxicating Liquors,  3,  4. 

As  to  taxes  generally,  see  Taxes. 

The  tinctures  of  iodine  and  arnica 
and  spirits  of  camphor,  contained  in  seaU<i 
bottles,  are  within  the  provisions  of  a  stat- 
ute forbidding  the  sale  of  medicines  and  poi- 
sions  except  in  the  presence  and  under  th« 
supervision  of  a  licensed  pharmacist.  State 
Bd.  of  Pharmacy,  36:  1013,  90  N.  E.  966,  iv: 
N.  Y,'  353.  (Annotated) 

LICENSEES. 

Injury   to   licensee    by    electricity,   see 

Electricity,  1,  2. 
In  general,  see  License. 

LIENS. 

Equitable  lien  of  creditor  on  assets  of 
corporation,  see  Corporations,  6. 

Subrogation  to,  see  Subrogation. 

As  to  mechanics'  lien,  see  Mechanicj* 
Liens. 

LIFE  ESTATE. 

In  general,  see  Life  Tenants. 

LIFE  INSURANCE. 

See  Insurance. 

LIFE  TENANTS. 

As  to  dower,  see  Dower. 

1.  A  transaction  whereby  a  woman  en- 
titled, as  remainderman,  to  redeem  land 
from  tax  sale,  obtains,  within  the  redemp- 
tion period,  in  bad  faith  as  to  those  in  privi- 
ty of  ownership  with  her,  and  by  threats  ot 
redemption,  an  assignment  to  her  husband 
of  the  interest  obtained  by  the  purchaser  at 
the  tax  sale,  upon  which  assignment  a  deed 
for  the  land  is  obtained  in  his  name  after 
the  expiration  of  such  redemption  period, 
operates  in  equity  as  a  mere  redemption  of 
the  land,  which  will  inure  to  the  benefit  of 
the  life  tenant.  Callihan  v.  Russell,  36: 
1176,  66  S.  E.  695,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

2.  A  tax  redemption  by  a  remainderman 
inures  to  the  benefit  of  a  life  tenant,  since 
the  remainderman  can  only  redeem  the  es- 
tate as  a  whole.  Callihan  t.  Russell,  26: 
ii?6,  66  S.  E.  695,  —  W.  Va.  — . 
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IjIGHTS. 

Running  automobile  without,  at  nigbt, 
see  Automobiles,  2. 

lilMITATION  OF  ACTIONS. 

Review  on  appeal  of  refusal  to  permit 
amendment  ao  as  to  set  up  statute 
of,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  19. 

Contractual  limitations  for  actions  on 
policies  of  insurance,  see  Insurance, 
«. 

Personal  judgment  against  mortgagor 
where  mortgage  is  barred,  see  Mort- 
gage, 2. 

Necessity  of  pleading,  see  Pleading,  II. 

liaches. 

Duty  of  court  to  dismiss  divorce  suit 
because  of,  see  Divorce,  4. 

Rule  that  laches  does  not  run  against 
one  asserting  title  to  real  estate 
which  he  has  had  in  possession  dur- 
ing delay,  see  Pleading,  8. 

1.  The  mere  fact  that  a  wife  who  fur- 
nishes the  money  to  purchase  real  estate, 
the  title  to  which  is  taken  in  the  name  of 
her  husband,  does  not  bring  an  action 
against  him  during  his  lifetime  to  compel  a 
conveyance  to  herself,  is  not  such  laches  as 
will  bar  the  action,  where  they  live  togeth- 
er upon  the  property  and  she  is  unable  to 
read  or  write,  while  he  repeatedly  promises 
to  convey  the  title  to  her.  Wright  v.  Wright, 
a6:  i6i,  89  N.  E.  789,  242  111.  71. 

2.  Laches  does  not  run  against  one  as- 
serting rights  to  surface  lands  which  he  has 
had  in  possession,  during  the  delay  in  as- 
serting those  rights,  so  as  to  bar  a  suit  for 
the  reformation  of  a  deed  executed  during 
his  infancy  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  for  the 
sale  of  the  underlying  coal,  which  pretended 
to  give  rights  in  tlie  surface  lands  which 
the  decree  did  not  authorize.  Plant  v.  Hum- 
phries, a6:  558,  66  S.  E.  94,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

3.  The  possession  of  surface  land  does 
not  carry  with  it  possession  of  the  underly- 
ing coal,  wliere  the  estate  in  the  coal  has 
been  severed  as  to  title,  so  as  to  permit  ap- 

{ilication  as  to  the  coal  of  the  rule  that 
aches  does  not  run  against  one  asserting 
title  to  real  estate  which  he  has  had  in  pos- 
session, during  the  delay  in  asserting  his 
rights  in  the  premises.  Plant  v.  Humphries, 
a6:  558,  66  S.  E.  94,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

4.  A  delay  of  nine  years  after  reaching 
majority,  in  bringing  suit  to  void  the  sale 
of  coal  underlying  one's  land,  for  fraud,  in 
that  the  guardian  ad  litem  who  represented 
the  infant  in  the  suit  for  the  sale  was  inter- 
ested in  the  purchase,  constitutes  laches 
barring  assertion  of  any  rights  therein, 
where  the  record  of  the  suit  in  which  the 
coal  was  directed  to  be  sold,  which  was  made 
a  part  of  the  bill,  shows  that  the  infant  per- 
sonally answered  therein  under  oath  when 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  it  appears  that  he 
received  a  large  sum  of  money  upon  becom- 
ing of  age,  and  that  the  deed  showing  the 
guardian's  interest  was  placed  on  record 
shortly  after  the  sale,  although  he  avers  that 
he  was  ignorant  of  the  sale  until  a  short 
time  before  the  bringing  of  his  action,  when 
26  L.R.A.{N.S.) 


he  was  put  on  inquiry  by  the  presence  of 
surveyors  on  his  lands,  since,  where  one  has 
means  of  knowing  or  ascertaining  bis  rights, 
or  where  ordinary  prudence  would  impel 
him  to  inquire,  he  must  do  so,  or  time  will 
run  against  him  in  the  assertion  of  such 
rights;  indolent  ignorance  and  indifTeronce 
being  insuflicient  to  prevent  the  bar  of  lach- 
es.   Plant  v.  Humphries,  a6:  558,  66  S.  £.  94, 

—  W.  Va.  — . 

To  what  claims  applicable. 

5.  The  stctute  of  limitations  applies  to 
a  cause  of  action  by  an  infant  against  his 
guardian  ad  litem  for  profits  that  went  into 
his  hands  by  a  purchase  of  the  infant's  real- 
ty in  which  he  was  interested,  as  a  construc- 
tive trust  as  to  such  profits  arose  in  favor  of 
the  infant  as  to  which  the  statute  of  limi- 
tations is  applicable.  Plant  v.  Humphries, 
a6:  558,  66  S.  E.  94,  —  W.  Va.  — .  ' 
When  statute  rnn8. 

6.  The  statute  limiting  the  time  for 
bringing  actions  for  trespass  on  real  proper- 
ty does  not  govern  an  action  by  a  tenant 
for  injury  to  his  business  by  the  construction 
of  a  tunnel  through  the  property  so  as  to 
render  the  building  unsafe,  but  such  action 
is  governed  by  the  provision  applicable  to 
actions  of  trespass  on  the  case.  V/elch  v. 
Seattle  &  M.  R.  Co.  36:  1047,  105  Pac.  166, 

—  Wash.  — .  (Annotated) 

7.  When  the  statute  of  limitations  is 
applicable  to  a  cause  of  action  arising  out 
of  fraud,  it  begins  to  run  from  the  perpe- 
tration of  the  fraud,  where  there  has  been 
no  fraudulent  concealment  of  the  cause  of 
action.  Plant  v.  Humphries,  36:  558,  66  S. 
E.  04,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

8.  A  tax  purchaser  of  mortgage  real  es- 
tate, in  whom  the  title  has  been  quieted 
against  the  mortgagor  in  a  proceeding  to 
which  the  mortgagee  was  not  a  party,  may, 
where  the  action  to  foreclose  the  mortgage 
is  in  rem,  set  up  the  statute  of  limitations 
against  the  action  to  foreclose  the  mortgage 
against  him,  if  the  requisite  time  has  run 
since  the  mortgagee  had  notice  of  his  claim, 
although  the  action  against  the  mortgagor 
is  not  barred,  because  of  his  absence  from 
the  state.  Boucofski  v.  Jacobaen,  36:  898, 
104  Pac.  117,  —  Utah,  — .  (Annotated) 
Interruption  of  statute;  removal  of  bar. 

Revival  of  debt  discharged  in  bankrupt- 
cy by  part  payment,  see  Bankrupt- 
cy, 6. 

0.  A  declaration  setting  up  the  killing 
of  a  pedestrian  attempting  to  cross  the 
street,  by  the  negligent  running  of  a  street 
car,  cannot  be  amended  after  the  statute  of 
limitations  has  run,  so  as  to  allege  the  kill- 
ing of  an  intending  passenger  by  the  negli- 
gent starting  of  the  car  before  he  was  safe- 
ly on  board.  Martin  v.  Pittsburg  Railways 
Co.  36:  1331,  75  Atl.  837,  227  Pa.  18. 

LINEMEN. 

Injury  to,  generally,  see  Electricity; 
Master  and  Servant,  3,  4,  9,  10. 

Contributory  negligence  of,  see  Evi- 
dence, 43;  Master  and  Servant,  12; 
Trial,  13. 
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ABSumption  of  risk  by,  see  Master  and 
Servant,  U. 

IiIVERY  STABI/ES. 

Right  to  attacliment  in  case  of  breach 

of  contract  to  Iiite  livery  rig,  see 

Attachment. 
Damages  for  breach  of  contract  to  take 

livery  rig,  sec  Damages,  3. 
Evidence  on  question  of  interpretation 

of  contract  to  hire  livery  rig,  see 

Evidence,  41. 

live:  stock. 

Negligence  of  carriers  as  to,  see  Car- 
riers, 18,  18;  Evidence,  37;  Trial, 
15. 

Statute  prescribing  minimum  rate  of 
speed  for  transportation  of,  see 
Commerce,  4;  Constitutional  Law, 
7,  17,  19,  28. 

liOOAU  IMPROVEMENTS. 

See  Public  Improvements. 

liOCAIi  liAWS. 

See  Statutes,  5,  9. 

liOOKorr. 

Duty  of  employee  working  in  trench  as 
to,  see  Master  and  Servant,  13. 

liOSS  OF  PROFITS. 

As  element  of  damages,  see  Damages, 
17. 

liOST  INSTRUMENTS. 

Proof  of  lost  will,  see  Statutes,  15; 
Wills,  6. 

LUNATICS. 

See  Incompetent  Persons. 

MAIL  AGENT. 

Liability  of  carrier  for  injuries  to,  see 
Carriers,  7,  8. 

BIALICE. 

Burden  of  proving,  see  Evidence,  2. 
Evidence  of,  in  privileged  communica- 
tions, see  Libel  and  Slander,  1. 

MALICIOUS    ARREST. 

Liability  for,  see  False  Imprisonment. 

MALICIOUS  MISCHIEF. 

Sufficiency  of  indictment  for,  see  In- 
dictment, etc.,  4. 

Liability  for  malicious  destruction  of 
property,  see  Nuisances,  5. 

MALICIOUS  PROSECUTION. 

Presumption  of  want  of  probable  cause, 

see  Evidence,  3. 
Probable   cause   as   question   for   jury, 

see  Trial,  4. 
Admissibility  of  evidence  on  question 

of,  see  Evidence,  9. 
As   to   false   imprisonment,   see   False 

Imprisonment. 
20  L.R.A.(N.t<.) 


HALT. 

Regulating  sate  of  malt  beverages,  see 
Constitutional  Law,  8,  9,  32,  33; 
Intoxicating  Liquors,  2. 

Sale  of  malt  beverages  as  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors,  see  Intoxicat- 
ing Liquors,  5,  7. 

MANUFACTURERS. 

Who  is  "manufacturer"  entitled  to  dis- 
charge in  bankruptcy,  see  Bank- 
ruptcy, 2. 

MARRIAGE. 

Conflict  of  laws  as  to,  see  Conflict  of 

Laws,  3. 
Divorce  or  separation,  see  DivoreeL 
Right  to  temporary  alimony  in  suit  to 

annul,  see  Divorce,  0. 

MARRIED  WOMAN. 

See  Husband  and  Wife. 

MASTER  AND  SERVANT. 

Combination  of  employees,  see  Con- 
spiracy, 3,  4. 

As  to  injury  of  servant  of  third  penon, 
see  Electricity. 

Prohibited  employment  of  children,  ate 
Infants,  1-3. 

Proximate  cause  of  injury  to  serrant, 
see  Proximate  Cause,  3. 

Plurality  of  subjects  in  statute  as  to 
employees,  see  Statutes,  4. 

Negligence  of  master  as  question  for 
jury,  see  Trial,  11. 

When  relation  exists. 

1.  The  owner  of  an  automobile  who 
leases  it,  with  a  licensed  chauffeur  in  char;^ 
of  it,  at  a  certain  sum  per  day,  is  liable  to 
strangers  for  the  negligent  acta  of  tli« 
chaulVeur,  where  the  lessee  has  no  control 
over  him  except  as  to  when  and  where  the 
car  shall  be  driven.  Slicpard  t.  Jacobs,  26: 
443,  90  N.  E.  392,  204  Mass.  110. 

Hours  of  labor. 

Equal  protection  and  priviletres  as  to, 
see  Constitutional  T^aw,  12,  13. 

2.  A  statute  limiting  the  hours  of  lal^ 
or  in  mines  is  not  void  for  unreasonableness 
because  it  reqnires  the. hours  to  be  consecu- 
tive. Ex  parte  Martin,  a6:  342,  106  Pt(. 
236,  —  Cal.  — .  (AnnoUteJl 
Dnty  as  to  place  and  appliances. 

3.  The  duty  of  a  telephone  company  to 
have  the  places  provided  by  it  for  the  u* 
of  employees  reasonably  safe  applies  to  t 
pole  of  another  company  which  it  had  Ieasi>d 
and  ceased  to  use  under  the  lease,  but  which 
its  foreman  undertook  to  use  temporarily 
to  assist  in  repairing  one  of  its  cables,  where 
the  employee  did  not  know  that  the  rights 
under  the  lease  had  ceased.  Miner  t. 
Franklin  County  Teleph.  Co.  a6:  1195,  7S 
Atl.  65S,  —  Vt  — . 

4.  A  telephone  company  owes  its  line- 
men whose  work  requires  them  to  come  in 
contact  with  wires  upon  its  poles  carrying 
heavy  currents  the  duty  of  using  reason- 
able care  to  see  that  the  insulation  has  not 
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become  unsafe,  or  to  warn  them  of  danger 
if  it  lias  become  so,  unless  the  condition  is 
BO  obvious  that  tliey  would  be  charged  with 
knowledge  and  comprehension  of  the  dan- 
ger. Miner  v.  Franklin  County  Teleph.  Co. 
a6:  1195,  76  Atl.  653,  —  Vt.  — . 

6.  The  harness  used  in  connection  with 
»  merchant's  delivery  is  not  part  of  his 
ways,  works,  and  machinery,  within  the 
meaning  of  a  statute  making  him  liable  for 
injuries  to  a  servant  for  defects  therein,  the 
same  as  to  strangers.  Murphy  v.  O'Neil, 
36:146,  90  N.  E.  406,  204  Mass.  42. 

6.  One  who  sets  bis  servant  at  work  in 
an  excavation  on  a  spur  track  at  the  top 
of  a  grade,  upon  which  he  stores  empty  cars, 
is  bound  to  secure  the  cars  so  that  they 
will  not  run  down  upon  him  and  render  the 
working  place  unsafe.  Wellington  v.  Pelle- 
tier,  36:  719,  173  Fed.  008,  97  C.  C.  A.  458. 

7.  A  railroad  company  is  not  guilty  of 
negligence  in  maintaining  a  split  switch 
with  a  throw  of  4}  inches,  although  a 
switchman's  foot  might  be  more  readily 
caught  therein  tliac  if  the  distance  were 
less,  where  it  is  shown  that  a  throw  of  5 
inches  is  the  standard  adopted  and  recom- 
mended by  the  American  Railway,  Engineer- 
ing, and  Maintenance  of  Way  Association, 
that  for  all  practical  purposes  a  throw  of 
4  or  5  inches  is  safer  than  a  less  distance, 
and  that  a  throw  of  at  least  3i  inches  is 
absolutely  necessary.  Dolge  v.  Xorthern  P. 
R.  Co.  a6:  600,  119  K.  W.  1066,  107  Minn. 
242. 

8.  The  proper  throw  necessary  for  a 
split  switch,  in  railway  construction,  is 
an  engineering  proposition,  to  be  determined 
by  properly  qualified  engineers;  and  the 
verdict  of  a  jury,  or  the  opinion  of  judges, 
cannot  be  substituted  therefor.  Dolge  t. 
Northern  P.  R.  Co.  a6:  600,  119  N.  W.  1066, 
107  Minn.  242.  (Annotated) 

9.  A  telephone  company  is  not  relieved 
from  liability  for  injury  to  a  lineman  be- 
cause of  defective  insulation  on  a  wire 
near  which  his  duties  require  him  to  go,  on 
the  theory  that  the  servant's  means  of 
knowledge  was  equal  to  the  master's,  where 
the  defect  could  be  discovered  only  by  care- 
ful inspection,  since  the  duty  of  inspection 
is  that  of  the  master.  Miner  v.  Franklin 
County  Teleph.  Co.  36:  1195,  75  Atl.  653, 
—  Vt  — . 

liiablllty  to  volunteers. 

10.  That  a  telephone  lineman  who  volun- 
teers to  assist  his  foreman  in  splicing  a 
cable  was  not  expressly  commanded  to  do  so 
will  not  prevent  his  holding  his  employer 
liable  for  injuries  received  while  so  doing, 
on  the  theory  that  he  was  not  in  the  line 
of  his  employment,  if  the  profTered  aid  was 
accepted.  Miner  v.  Franklin  County  Teleph. 
Co.  36:  1195,  75  Atl.  653,  —  Vt  — , 
Assnmptlon  of  risk. 

As  question  for  jury,  see  Trial,  12. 

11.  An  experienced  lineman  employed  by 
an  electric  company  which  maintains  wires 
on  another's  pole,  and  which  has  no  inde- 
pendent system  of  inspection,  is  bound  to 
20  L.RJL(N.S.) 


make  his  own  inspection  as  to  the  safety 
for  his  use  of  the  pole  and  the  cross-arms 
thereon  belonging  to  others,  and  takes  the 
risk  of  injury  from  their  proving  unsafe, 
unless  the  company  itself  had  knowledge 
that  they  were  unsafe  in  fact.  Consoli- 
dated Gas,  E.  L.  &  P.  Co.  v.  Chambers, 
36:  509,  75  Atl.  241,  —  Md.  — . 

(Annotated) 
Contributory  negligence. 

As  question  for  jury,  see  Trial,  12,  13. 

12.  The  fact  that  a  telephone  lineman 
had  never  known  of  an  inspection  by  his 
employer  of  the  wires  on  a  certain  pole 
does  not  charge  him  with  the  duty  of  mak- 
ing the  inspection  before  he  attempts  to  go 
up  the  pole,  past  the  wires.  Miner  v. 
Franklin  County  Teleph.  Co.  36:  1195,  76 
Atl.  653,  —  Vt  — . 

13.  One  set  to  work  excavating  a  trench 
on  a  spur  track  at  one  end  of  which  cars 
are  standing  on  a  grade  is  not  bound  to 
keep  a  lookout  to  see  that  they  do  not  get 
loose  and  run  down  upon  him.  Wellington 
V.  Pelletier,  36:  719,  173  Fed.  908,  07  C.  C. 
A.  468. 

Fellow  servants;  who  are. 

14.  The  negligence  of  the  engineer  and 
hostler  in  failing  to  give  the  proper  signals 
when  taking  an  engine  into  an  ash  pit, 
which  results  in  injury  to  one  at  work 
tliere,  is  that  of  a  fellow  servant,  and  not 
that  of  the  master,  since  the  duty  to  give 
such  signals  is  incident  to  the  work  to 
which  the  engineer  and  hostler  are  engaged. 
Koneoski  v.  Delaware,  L.  &  W.  R.  Co.  a6: 
644  (N.  J.  Err.  &  App.)  74  Atl.  616,  77  N. 
J.   L.   045.  (Annotated) 

Liability  of  master  for  acts  of  servant 
or  Independent  contractor. 

Question  for  court  as  to  whether  serv- 
ant was  acting  within  scope  of  em- 
ployment, see  Trial,  10. 

See  also  supra,  1. 

15.  The  failure  of  a  hatoh  tender  to  give 
a  coal  heaver  engaged  in  unloading  the  hold 
of  defendant's  boat  by  mean  of  a  coal  bucket 
operated  by  a  crane,  the  customary  warn- 
ing before  lowering  the  bucket,  is  the  negli- 
gence of  a  vice  principal,  and  not  of  a  fel- 
low servant,  as  the  duty  to  give  warning  in 
such  case  is  an  absolute,  nonassignable  duty 
of  the  master.  Anderson  v.  Pittsburg  Coal 
Co.  36:  634,  122  N.  W.  704,  108  Minn.  455. 

(Annotated) 
10.  A  railroad  company  is  liable  for  the 
acts  of  its  servants  in  negligently  operating 
a  locomotive  which  has  been  placed  in  their 
custody,  across  a  village  street,  for  their 
own  amusement,  in  consequence  of  which  a 
traveler  rightfully  upon  the  street  is  in- 
jured, since  a  steam  locomotive  is  a  dan- 
gerous agency,  responsibility  for  the  opera- 
tion of  which  cannot  be  delegated.  Black  v. 
Rock  Island,  A.  &  L.  R.  Co.  36:  166,  61  So. 
82,  125  La.  101. 

17.  A  chauffeur  employed  by  the  owner 
of  an  automobile  to  care"  for  "the  machine 
and  operate  it  at  the  request  and  direction 
of  the  owner,  or  any  member  of  his  family. 
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aud  who  ia  to  go  to  his  home  for  his  mid- 
day meal,  ia  not,  wlien  using  the  automobile 
to  go  to  such  meal,  without  the  permission 
or  Icnowledge  of  the  owner,  acting  within  the 
scope  of  his  employment,  so  as  to  render  the 
owner  liable  for  his  negligent  act  in  in- 
juring a  pedestrian  with  the  machine. 
Steffen  v.  McNaughton,  a6:  382,  124  N.  W. 
1016,  —  Wis.  — .  (AnnoUted) 

18.  .The  owner  of  an  island  is  responsi- 
ble for  the  result  of  the  act  of  his  caretaker, 
in  casting  off  the  moorings  of  a  vessel  which 
had  sought  refuge  at  the  wharf  in  a  storm, 
although  he  waa  not  expressly  instructed  to 
do  so;  and  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  act 
was  done  carelessly  or  wilfully,  if  it  was  not 
done  to  serve  some  nurpose  of  the  caretaker 
alone.  Ploof  v.  Putnam,  a6:  251,  75  Atl. 
277,  —  Vt.  — . 

19.  An  automobile  ia  not  per  se  a  danger- 
ous machine,  so  as  to  charge  the  owner 
with  liability  for  injuries  inflicted  upon 
strangers  during  its  use  by  a  chauffeur  in 
whose  possession  the  owner  negligently  per- 
mits it  to  be.  Steffen  v.  McNaughton,  36: 
382,  124  N.  W.  1016,  —  Wis.  — . 


MATERIALITY. 

Of  evidence,  see  Evidence. 

MAXIMS. 

1.  Equity  aids  only  the  vigilant.  Plant 
V.  Humphries,  26:  558,  66  S.  E.  94,  —  W. 
Va.  — . 

2.  Expressio  unius  est  exclusio  alte- 
rius.  Richards  v.  Market  Exchange  Bank 
Co.  26:  99,  90  N.  E.  1000,  81  Ohio  St.  348. 

3.  Interest  reipublicx  ut  sit  finis  liti- 
um.  Thomason  v.  Thompson,  26:  536,  59  S. 
E.  236,  129  Ga.  440. 

4.  No  one  can  convey  a  title  which  he 
does  not  own.  Clarke  Bros.  v.  McNatt, 
26:  58s,  64  S.  E.  795,  132  Ga.  610. 

6.  One  should  not  be  twice  vexed  with 
the  same  suit.  Thomason  v.  Thompson,  36: 
526,  59  S.  E.  236,  129  Ga.  440. 

6.  Respondeat  superior.  Ploof  v.  Put- 
nam, 26:  251,  75  Atl.  277,  —  Vt.  — ;  Barker 
v.  Chicago,  P.  ft  St.  L.  R.  Co.  36:  1058,  90 
N.  E.  1057.  243  111.  482. 

7.  Sic  utere  tuo  ut  alienum  non  Indas. 
Judson  V.  Los  Angeles  Suburban  Gas  Co. 
36:  183,  106  Pao.  681,  —  Cal.  — . 

8.  That  is  certain,  which  is  capable  of 
being  made  certain.  Re  Sacrison,  36:  734, 
123  N.  W.  618,  —  N.  D.  — . 

MECHANICS'  lilENS. 

Effect  of  bankruptcy  of  contractor  on 
right  of  materialman  to  enforce 
lien  against  property,  see  Bank- 
ruptcy, 7. 

A  mechanics'  lien  on  a  hotel  and  san- 
itarium will  extend  to  a  lot  separated  from 
that  containing  the  building  by  other  prop- 
erty, but  containing  a  mineral  spring  which 
is  intended  as  part  of  the  sanitarium  prop- 
erty, where  the  statute  permits  the  lien  to 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


attach  to  such  curtilage  as  U  naaonablT 
needed  for  the  general  purpose  for  which  Vat 
structure  is  erected  belonging  to  the  samr 
owner.  Wirsing  v.  Pennsylvania  Hotel  k 
Sanitarium  Co.  26:  831,  75 'Atl.  259,  226  Pi. 
234.  (Annotat«oi 

MEMORANDUM. 

Right  to  consider  on  appeal  memoran- 
dum attached  to  order  granting 
new  trial,  see  Apjieal  and  Error,  13. 

Parol  evidence  to  explain,  see  Evidaee, 
16. 

METERS. 

Right  of  gas  company  to  charge  meter 
rent  to  customers,  see  Gas,  8. 

MlliliS. 

Exercise  of  eminent  domain  for  pnrpase 
of,  see  Eminent  Domain,  2. 

MINES. 

Limiting  hours  of  labor  in,  see  Consti- 
tutional Law,  12,  13;  Master  and 
Servant,  2. 

Plurality  of  subjects  in  statute  as  to 
employees,  see  Statutes,  4. 

Right  of  lessee  of  oil  and  gas  priTile-^v 
to  maintain  ejectment,  see  Ejert- 
ment. 

Sale  of  coal  underlying  infant's  lanJ. 
see  Infants,  10. 

Possession  of  surface  land  as  possessiuD 
of  underlying  coal,  see  Limitation 
of  Actions,  3. 

Laches  in  bringing  suit  to  avoid  sale 
of  coal  underlying  land,  see  Limi- 
tation of  Actions,  4. 

Sufficiency  of  allegations  to  arer  pos- 
session of  coal  in  place,  see  Plead- 
ing, 6. 

The  title  to  the  minerals  is  conferrtl 
by  an  instrument  by  which  one  grants,  de- 
mises, leases,  and  lets  to  another  for  a 
term  of  years  a  certain  tract  of  land  for 
the  sole  and  only  purpose  of  mining  and 
operating  for  oil,  gas,  and  other  mineniK. 
Barnsdall  v.  Bradford  Gas  Co.  36:  614,  7t 
Atl.  207,  225  Pa.  338.  ( AnnoUted  1 

MINISTERS. 

Right  of  spiritual  adviser  to  testify  tn 
facts  bearing  upon  obtaining  of  K- 
lease  from  injured  person,  see  £ti- 
dence,  23. 

MINORS. 

See  Infanta. 

MISTAKE. 

As    basis    of   equitable    jurisdiction,  Me 
Equity,  1. 

MONOPOLY  AND  OOMBINATIONS. 

Contracts  by  two  persons  in  restraint  of 
trade,  see  Contracts,  8,  9. 

Right  of  one  injured  by,  to  injunctive 
relief,  see  Injunction,  2,  4. 

1.  An  agreement  between  a  mason  con- 
tractora'    association     and     a    brieklavera' 
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union  that  the  installation  of  flreproofing 
.shall  not  be  sublet  does  not  create  a  monop- 
olv.  National  Fireprooflng  Co.  v.  Mason 
Builders'  Asso.  36:  148,  04  C.  C.  A.  535,  169 
Fed.  259. 

2.  That  an  agreement  may  create  a  mo- 
nopoly, be  in  restraint  of  trade,  or  opposed 
to  public  policy,  gives  third  persons  no 
right  of  action  for  damages  for  injury 
caused  them  by  its  enforcement,  or  to  en- 
join threatened  injury.  National  Fireproof- 
ing  Co.  V.  Mason  Builders'  Asso.  36:  148,  94 
C.  C.  A.  535,  169  Fed.  259.  (AnnoUted) 


MORAL  OBLIGATION. 

As  consideration  for  contract, 
tracts,  5. 


Con- 


BIORTGAGE. 

Effect  of  provision  for  attorneys'  fees 
in,  on  negotiability  of  note  secured 
thereby,  see  Bills  and  Notes,  6,  7. 

Liability  of  grantor  for  eviction  of 
grantee  under  mortgage  foreclos- 
ure, see  Covenants  and  Conditions, 
2,  3,  5. 

Satisfaction  of  record  of  mortgage 
owned  by  holder  of  recorded  deed 
with  knowledge  of  prior  lurecorded 
deed,  see  Equity,  1. 

Setting  aside  mortgage  in  fraud  of 
creditors,  see  Fraudulent  Convey- 
ances, 3,  4. 

Right  of  assignee  of  mortgage  to  open 
default  judgment  quieting  title  as 
against  assignor,  see  Judgment,  14. 

Effect  of  mortgagor's  absence  from  state 
to  toll  statute  of  limitations  as 
against  foreclosure  proceedings 
against  grantee,  see  Limitation  of 
Actions,  8. 

Who  may  maintain  action  to  annul,  see 
Parties,  1. 

Joinder  of  bondholders  protected  by 
mortgage,  with  trustee,  as  parties 
defendant,  see  Parties,  5. 

Subrogation  on  satisfying  mortgage  of 
record,  see  Subrogation. 

1.  The  payment  by  a  mortgagor,  on 
maturity  of  his  debt,  to  the  mortgagee,  of 
a  part  of  the  debt,  and  the  execution  of  a 
note  for  the  balance,  secured  by  hypothecat- 
ing warehousemen's  receipts  for  certain 
chattels  covered  by  the  mortgage,  and  the 
entering  by  the  mortgagee  upon  the  note 
and  mortgage  of  the  word  "Satisfied,"  to- 
gether with  a  surrender  of  them  to  the  mort- 
gagor, who  secures  cancelation  of  the  mort- 
gage* on  the  record, — works  an  extinguish- 
ment of  the  mortgage,  so  that  the  new 
security  is  inferior  to  an  intervening  mort- 
gage on  the  same  property,  of  which  the 
first  mortgagee  had  notice  at  the  time  he 
canceled  his  mortgage  and  accepted  the 
new  security.  Farkas  v.  Third  Nat.  Bank, 
36:  496,  60  S.  E.  920,  133  Ga.  755. 

(Annotated) 

2.  Although  a  personal  judgment  can  be 
entered  against  a  mortgagor  only  when  the 
mortgaged  property  has  been  exhausted,  yet 
if  tlie  mortgage  is  barred  in  favor  of  a 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


junior  lien  claimant,  so  that  the  property  is 
no  longer  available,  and  the  claim  against 
the  mortgagor  is  not  barred,  because  of  his 
absence  from  the  state,  a  personal  judgment 
may  be  entered  against  him  for  the  debt. 
Boucofski  r.  Jacobsen,  16:  8g8,  104  Pac.  117, 
—  UUh,  — . 

MOTIONS   AND   ORDERS. 

Review  on  appeal  of  act  of  trial  court 
in  overruling,  see  Ap])eal  ^nd  Er- 
ror, 9. 

Effect  of  failure  to  appeal  from  order 
overruling  motion  to  set  aside  non- 
suit, see  Judgment,  7. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  an  order 
denying  alimony  may  be  made  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  at  which  the  order  was 
entered.  Ricard  v.  Ricard,  36:  500,  121  K. 
W.  525,  —  Iowa,  — . 

MOTIVE. 

Evidence  to  show,  see  Evidence,  33. 

MUNICIPAL   CORPORATIONS. 

As  to  municipal  bonds,  see  Bonds,  2-7. 

Validity  of  election  on  proposition  to 
build   town    hall,   see   Elections. 

Power  to  condemn  right  of  way  for 
spur  track  to  convey  fuel  to  power 
plant,  see  Eminent  Domain,  4. 

Right  to  compel  gas  company  to  exer- 
cise its  franchise  fairly,  see  Gas,  I. 

Power  as  to  gas  company  which  has 
voluntarily  ceased  to  exercise  its 
franchise,  see  Gas,  2. 

Power  to  regulate  gas  rates,  see  Gas,  9. 

Rights  and  powers  as  to  highways  gen- 
erally, see  Highways. 

Eligibility  of  officer  removed  by  gov- 
ernor, to  re-election  by  aldermen, 
see  Officers,  3. 

Public  improvements  by,  in  general,  see 
Public  Improvements. 

1.  Charter  authority  to  a  municipality 
to  provide  for  the  appointment  or  election 
of  employees  does  not  confer  authority  to 
create  public  offices  and  provide  for  the 
choice  of  incumbents.  State  ex  rel.  Stage  f 
V.  Mackie,  36:  660,  74  Atl.  759,  82  Conn. 
398. 

2.  Charter  authority  to  a  municipality 
to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  build- 
ing inspector  does  not  empower  it  to  pro- 
vide for  a  deputy  inspector.  State  ex  rel. 
Stage  V.  Mackie,  a6:  660,  74  Atl.  759,  82 
Conn.  398.  (Annotated) 

3.  The  office  of  deputy  building  inspect- 
or to  which  is  attached  important  powers 
nnd  functions  of  government  belonging  to 
the  sovereignty  cannot  be  created  by  a  mu- 
nicipal corporation  without  special  legisla- 
tive authority.  State  ex  rel.  Stage  t. 
Mackie,  36:  660,  74  Atl.  759,  82  Conn.  398. 

4.  A  municipal  corporation  may  own, 
control,  and  manage  a  farmhouse  within 
its  limits,  which  has  come  into  its  posses- 
sion in  a  lawful  manner,  disconnected  from 
any  public  use  and  for  its  own  emolument. 
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benefit,  and  advantage.     Libby  t.  Portland, 
a6:  141,  74  Atl.  805,  105  Me.  370. 

5.  A  town  has  no  authority  to  construct 
a  building  for  an  opera  house  or  assem- 
bly kail  where  the  form  of  government  is 
representative,  and  not  democratic,  although 
it  incidentally  provides  for  accommodation 
in  it  of  the  fire  department  and  town  offices. 
Brooks  v.  Brooklyn,  a6:  425,  124  N.  W.  868, 
■ — Iowa,  — .  (Annotated) 
Ordinances. 

Ordinance  as  to  fire  limits,  see  Build- 
ings. 

Ordinance  as  interference  with  prop- 
erty rights,  see  Constitutional 
Law,  IS,  18. 

As  to  health  ordinances,  see  Health. 

Ordinance  as  to  sale  of  liquors,  see 
Intoxicating  Liquors,  1,  3, 

Effect  of  ordinance  on  general  laws  of 
state,  see  Statutes,  21. 

Forbidding  use  of  dangerous  highways 
by  automobiles,  see  Constitutional 
Law,  5. 

6.  An  ordinance  declaring  that  all  of- 
fenses that  are  misdemeanors  under  the 
laws  of  the  state,  as  defined  by  statute  or 
the  common  law,  are  misdemeanors  under 
the  municipal  ordinance,  is  void  for  uncer- 
tainty. Kreulliaus  v.  Birmingham,  a6:  49a, 
61  So.  297,  —  Ala.  — .  (Annotated) 
Ijiablllty  for  damages. 

Liability  for  causing  overflow  of  stream, 
see  Waters,  2. 

7.  A  municipal  corporation  which,  in 
instructing  a  new  street  upon  a  hillside, 
iuilds  an  embankment  in  front  of  an  abut- 
tjng  lot,  thereby  increasing  the  lateral  pres- 
sure upon  the  lot  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
cause  the  soil  thereof  to  slip  and  destroy 
a  building  thereon,  is  liable  to  the  owner 
thereof  for  such  consequential  injuries. 
Kunsl  T.  Grafton,  a6:  laoi,  67  S.  E.  74,  — 
W.  Va   — . 

8.  A  municipal  coriwration  which  right- 
fully attempts  to  operate  for  its  own  benefit 
a  farm  within  its  limits  is  liable  for  in- 
jury to  pne  rightfully  on  the  premises, 
through  a  step  which  it  negligently  permits 
to  become  out  of  repair.  Libby  v.  Portland, 
36:  141,  74  Atl.  805,  105  Me.  370. 

9.  A  municipal  corporation  which,  in 
constructing  a  new  street  «pon  a  hillside, 
builds  an  embankment  in  front  of  an  abut- 
ting lot,  thereby  increasing  the  lateral  pres- 
sure thereon,  which,  combined  with  surface 
water  which  has  collected  in  holes  in  the 
street,  and  because  of  the  porous  condition 
of  the  soil  flows  in  and  under  such  abutting 
lot,  causing  the  soil  of  the  lot  to  slip,  there- 
by destroying  a  building  thereon, — is  liable 
to  the  owner  thereof  for  such  consequential 
damages.  Kunst  v.  Grafton,  36:  laoi,  67 
S.  E.  74,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

10.  A  municipal  corporation  which,  in 
constructing  a  new  street,  collects  the  sur- 
face water  in  holes  left  therein,  which,  be- 
cause of  the  porous  condition  of  the  soil, 
flows  in  and  under  an  abutting  lot,  causing 
the  soil  thereof  to  slip  and  destroy  a  build- 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


ing  thereon,  is  liable  to  the  owner  thereof 
for  such  consequential  injuries.  Kunst  t. 
Grafton,  36:  1201,  67  S.  E.  74,  —  \V.  Va.  — . 
II.  A  statute  requiring  notice  to  be  given 
to  a  municipal  corporation  before  the  suit 
is  brought,  to  hold  it  liable  for  a  personal 
injury,  does  not  apply  to  a  cause  the  action 
upon  which  is  brought  on  the  very  day  the 
statute  goes  into  effect.  Baldwin  r.  Aber- 
deen, 36:  116,  123  N.  VV.  80,  —  S.  D.  — k 

MCTCAL  INSURANCE  COMPANX. 

See  Insurance. 

MUTUALITY. 

Of  contract,  see  Contracts,  8. 

NAME. 

Validity  of  insurance  taken  in  adopted 
name  of  applicant,  see  Insuranee, 
2. 

As  to  tradename,  see  Tradename. 

1.  Statutes  providing  for  the  change  of 
names  by  judicial  proceedings  do  not  de- 
stroy the  right  to  effect  such  change  by  the 
common-law  method.  Smith  v.  United 
States  Casualty  Co.  36:  1167,  90  N.  E.  9ti, 
197  N.  Y.  420.  (Annotated) 

2.  A  man  may,  in  good  faith,  for  an 
honest  purpose,  change  his  name  without 
resort  to  legal  proceedings,  by  adopting  a 
new  one,  and  for  many  years  transacting 
his  business  and  holding  himselt  out  to  his 
friends  and  acquaintances  thereunder,  with 
tlicir  acquiescence  and  recognition.  Smith 
v.  United  States  Casualty  Co.  a6:  1167,  90 
N.  E.  947,  197  N.  Y.  420. 

NATURAL  GAS. 

See  Gas. 

NEAR   BEER. 

Tax  on  sale  of,  see  Intoxicating 
Liquors,  3,  4. 

NECESSITT. 

As  question  for  jury,  see  Trial,  8. 

NEGATIVE. 

In  pleading,  see  Pleading,  5. 

NEGLIGENCE. 

Of  title  abstracter,  see  Abstracts. 

In  operation  of  automobiles,  see  Auto- 
mobiles, I,  2. 

Of  or  toward  passengers,  see  Carriars. 

Of  druggist  in  sale  of  poison,  see  Drug? 
and  Druggists. 

As  to  electricity,  see  Electricity. 

As  to  elevators,  see  Elevators. 

Of  master  or  servant,  aee  Master  and 
Servant. 

Of  municipal  corporation,  see  Mnnfei- 
pal  Corporations. 

Of  railroad  company,  see  Bailroads. 

Of  warehouseman,  see  Warehousemen, 
3,4. 

Measure  of  damages  for  negligence 
causing  death,   see   Damages,   7. 
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Evidence  in  negligence  case,  see  Evi- 
dence. 

Presumption  of,  see  Evidence,  5. 

Proximate  cause  of  injury,  see  Proxi- 
mate Cause. 

Release  from  liability  for,  see  Release. 

As  question  for  jury,  see  Trial,  0,  11, 
15,  16. 

1.  A  member  of  a  party  of  hunters  is 
negligent  as  matter  of  law  in  firing  at  an 
object  moving  through  bushes  which  con- 
ceal it,  without  taking  time  to  discover 
what  it  is,  which  results  in  his  hitting  a 
member  of  tho  party.  Rudd  v.  Byrnes, 
a6:  134,  105  Pac.  957,  156  Cal.  636. 

(Annotated) 

2.  A  railroad  company  is  not  bound  to 
load  its  cars  so  that  no  injury  will  be 
caused,  by  material  falling  from  them,  to 
children  which  it  permits  to  play  on  its 
property  near  its  tracks,  and  is  therefore 
not  liable  for  injury  to  a  child  so  playing, 
by  coal  falling  from  a  passing  car,  in  the 
absence  of  wantonness  or  recklessness.  Cov- 
ington &  C.  R.  T.  &  B.  Co.  V.  Mulvey,  a6: 
ao4,   122  S.  W.   129,  —  Ky.  — . 

(Annotated) 
Contributory. 

Right   of  appellate  court   to   consider 

question  of,  see  Appeal  and  Error, 

21. 
Of   person   injured   by   automoble,   see 

Automobiles,  3. 
Of  passenger,  see  Carriers,  10,  14,  15. 
Of  person  injured  by  electric  wire,  see 

Electricity,  2. 
Of  person  stepping  into  elevator  well, 

see  Elevators,  2. 
Sufficiency  of  evidence  to  show,  see  Evi- 
dence, 43. 
In    case   of    injuries    from    defects   in 

highways,  see  Highways. 
Of  employee,  see  Master  and  Servant, 

12,  13. 
As  question  for  jury,  see  I'rial,  3,  10, 

12-14. 
Taking  case  from  jury  because  of,  see 

'I'rial,  20. 

NEGOTIABIIilTT. 

Of  bills  or  notes,  see  Bills  and  Notes, 
4-7. 

NEGOTIABIiE  INSTRUMENTS  IjAW. 

See  Bills  and  Notes. 

NEWIiY  DISCOVERED  EVIDENCE. 

New  trial  for,  see  New  Trial,  2. 

NEWSBOYS. 

Injury  to  newsboy  jumping  on  street 
car,  see  Carriers,  14. 


NEW  TRIAIi. 

Effect  of,  an  right  to  appeal,  see  Appeal 

and  Error,  3. 
Review  on  appeal  of  refusal  or  grant 

of,  see  Appetil  and  Error,  8,  20, 
26  LJLA.(N.S.) 


Right  to  consider  on  appeal  memoran- 
dum attached  to  order  granting 
new  trial,  see  Appeal  and  Error, 
13. 

1.  A  verdict  for  $8,000  for  personal  in- 
juries whereby  plaintiff's  leg  was  shortened 
about  3  inches,  a  curvature  of  the  spine  was 
produced,  and  he  was  rendered  permanently 
unable  to  do  hard  work,  in  addition  to  other 
injuries,  is  not  so  excessive  as  to  justify 
11  new  trial  on  the  ground  that  it  was  given 
under  the  influence  of  passion  or  prejudice. 
Anderson  v.  Pittsburg  Coal  C>>.  26:  624,  122 
N.  W.  794,  108  Minn.  456. 

2.  The  finding  of  a  letter  the  contents 
of  which  a  witness  has  been  permitted  to 
state  at  the  trial,  as  a  lost  document,  is 
not  such  newly  dicovered  evidence  as  to 
sustain  the  granting  of  a  new  trial.  Galena 
Nat.  Bank  v.  Ripley,  36:  993,  104  Pac.  807, 
65  Wash.  615. 

3.  Although  failure  of  the  statute  pro- 
viding for  the  opening  of  roads,  to  author- 
ize the  county  court  to  set  aside  a  verdict 
and  grant  a  new  trial,  does  not  prevent 
such  court  from  doing  so,  under  the  pro- 
vision of  the  statutes  governing  its  practice, 
yet  it  cannot  do  so  unless  application  is 
made  within  the  time  specified  by  the  prac- 
tice act.  Broadway  Coal  Min  Co.  t.  Smith, 
26:  565,  125  S.  W.  157,  —  Ky.  — . 

NOISE. 

As  nuisance,  see  Nuisances,  3,  4. 

NOMINAL  DAMAGES. 

See  Damages,  1,  2. 

NONINTOXICATING  LIQUORS. 

Regulation  of  sale  of,  see  Constitution- 
al Law,  9,  32,  33;  Intoxicating  Li- 
quors, 2-4. 

NONRESIDENTS. 

Jurisdiction  over,  see  Courts, 

NONSUIT. 

Conclusivenss  of  judgment  of,  see  Judg- 
ment, 6,  7. 

NOTICE. 

By  carrier  of  arrival  of  goods,  see  Car- 
riers, 17. 

To  alleged  insane  person  before  order 
of  confinement,  see  Constitutional 
Law,  21-24. 

To  lineman  of  defective  insulation,  see 
Electricity,  2. 

Sufficiency  of  evidence  to  show,  see  Evi- 
dence, 43,  44. 

Of  claim  against  city,  see  Municipal 
Corporations,  11. 

Prom  recording  of  contract  of  condi- 
tional sale,  see  Sale,  3. 

Necessity  of  notice  to  prosecuting  at- 
torney of  application  for  change  of 
venue,  see  Venue,  4. 

One  who  inspects  property  with  a 
view  to  purchasing  it  is  charged  with  notice 
of  an  QbviQUS  and  permanent  cement  walk 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1296 


NUISANCES— OFFICERS. 


running  over  a  portion  of  it,  which  fur- 
iiislies  access  from  other  property  to  the 
highway,  and  the  purposes  for  which  it  is 
used.  Rollo  T.  Nelson,  26:  315,  96  Pac.  263, 
34  UUh,  116. 

NUISANCES. 

Liability  of  railroad  receiver  to  indict- 
ment for  obstructing  crossing,  see 
Receivers. 

What  are. 

1.  A  gas  factory  does  not  constitute  a 
nuisance  per  se.  Judson  v.  Los  Angeles 
Suburban  Gas.  Co.  26:  183,  106  Pac.  581,  — 
Cal.  — . 

2.  An  award  of  damages  for  conducting 
a  manufacturing  plant  so  as  to  be  a  nui- 
sance to  neighboring  property,  in  causing 
discomfort  or  annoyance  in  its  use,  is  not 
prevented  by  the  fact  that  plaintiff  does 
not  show  injury  to  his  dwelling  house  or 
herbage,  nor  to  the  vendible  or  rental  value 
of  the  property.  Judson  v.  Los  Angeles  Su- 
burdan  Gas  Co.  a6:  183,  106  Pac.  581,  —  Cal. 

3.  The  operation  of  a  gas  manufactur- 
ing plant  in  such  manner  that  the  smoke, 
odor,  and  noise  produced  by  it,  interfere 
with  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  the 
neighboring  property,  the  smoke  being  such 
as  to  obscure  the  landscape  for  considerable 
periods  of  time,  and  the  noise  being  like 
the  rumbling  of  a  train  with  explosions  like 
gun  shots,  constitutes  a  nuisance,  although 
there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  value  of 
the  property  is  depreciated,  the  rental  value 
impaired,  or  the  health  of  the  occupants  in- 
jured, and  although  the  discomfort  caused 
IB  not  constant.  Judson  v.  Los  Angeles 
Suburban  Gas  Co.  26:  183,  106  Pac.  581,  — 
Cal.  — . 

Abatement. 

4.  An  injunction  restraining  the  owner 
of  a  gas  plant  from  conducting  and  operat- 
ing it  in  such  manner  as  to  cause  or  per- 
mit smoke,  gas,  or  offensive  smells  or  fumes, 
to  be  emitted  therefrom,  or  be  precipitated 
therefrom  upon  the  property  of  the  com- 
plaining party,  is  not  too  broad,  where  its 
owner  concedes  that  it  cannot  be  operated 
without  producing  conditions  constituting  a 
nuisance.  Judson  v.  Los  Angeles  Suburban 
Gas  Co.  26:  183,  106  Pac.  581,  —  Cal.  — . 

5.  A  private  citizen  wilfully  destroying, 
without  warrant,  intoxicating  liquor  belong- 
ing to  another,  is  liable  to  prosecution  un- 
der a  statute  providing  for  punishment  for 
the  malicious  destruction  of  property,  al- 
though it  was  illegally  kept  for  sale.  Na- 
tion V.  District  of  Columbia,  26:  996,  34 
App.  D.  C.  453.  (Annotated) 
Defenses. 

6.  One  operating  his  manufacturing 
plant  in  such  a  way  as  to  constitute  a  nui- 
sance to  neighboring  property  owners  can- 
not escape  liability  therefor  because  rail- 
roads and  wooden  bridges  in  the  neighbor- 
hood may  also  be  source  of  possible  discom- 
fort to  liini.  Judson  v.  Los  Angeles  Subur- 
ban Gas  Co.  26:  183,  106  Pac.  581,  —  Cal.  — . 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


7.  One  conducting  a  lawfiil  buraness  un- 
der municipal  permission,  and  under  public 
obligiition  to  furnish  a  commodity,  is  not  re- 
lieved from  the  obligation  to  use  his  prop- 
erty so  as  not  to  injure  his  neighbor,  and 
this  obligation  is  not  necessarily  met  by  the 
adoption  of  the  most  approved  appliances 
and  methods  of  production.  Judson  v.  Los 
Angeles  Suburban  Gas  Co.  26:  183^  106  Pac 
581,  —  Cal.  — . 

OBJECTIONS. 

To  raise  question  on  appeal,  see  Appeal 
and  Err«r,  11. 

OBSTRUCTION. 

Of  water  generally,  see  Waters,   1,  2. 

ODORS. 

As  nuisance,  see  Nuisances,  3,  4. 

OFFICERS. 

Of  private  corporation,  see  Corpora- 
tions, 5. 

Power  of  municipality  as  to  offices  and 
ofTiccrs,  see  Municipal  Corporations, 
3. 

Quo  warranto  to  test  right  of  daimaut 
to,  see  Quo  Warranto. 

Appointment  and  election. 

1.  At  common  law,  an  officer  clothed 
with  power  of  appointment  to  a  public  of- 
fice has  no  power  to  forestall  the  rights  ar.d 
prerogatives  of  his  successor  by  making  a 
prospective  appointment  to  fill  an  office,  the 
term  of  which  cannot  begin  until  his  own 
term  and  power  to  appoint  have  expired. 
State  ex  rel.  Morris  v.  Sullivan,  26:  514,  9C 
N.  E.  146,  81  Ohio  St.  79.        (Annotated) 

2.  A  statute  creating  a  railroad  com- 
mission and  requiring  the  governor  to  ap- 
point thereto,  "in  January,  1909,  and  bien- 
nially thereafter,  one  commissioner  for  tlie 
term  of  six  years  from  the  1st  Monday  in 
February  of  such  year,"  does  not  affect  the 
common-law  rule  that  an  officer  may  not 
make  a  prospective  appointment  to  fill  an 
office,  the  term  of  which  cannot  begin  until 
his  own  term  and  power  to  appoint  have 
expired,  so  as  to  permit  a  governor  whose 
term  expires  January  11,  1909,  to  appoint 
a  commissioner  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  cmh- 
mission  which  will  not  occur  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1909.  State  ex  rel.  Morris  v.  Sulli- 
van, 26:  514,  90  N.  E.  146,  81  Ohio  St  79. 
Removal. 

3.  One  removed  from  a  municipal  of- 
fice by  the  governor  under  statutory  author- 
ity for  maladministration  therein  is  not 
eligible  to  re-election  by  the  aldermen,  un- 
der a  statutory  provision  empowering  them 
to  fill  a  vacancy  so  caused  for  the  unex- 
pired term.  People  v.  Aheam,  26:  ii53i  ^ 
isr.  E.  930,  196  N.  Y.  221.  (AnnoUted) 
Compensation. 

4.  A  constitutional  prohibition  of  the 
raising  of  an  officer's  salary  after  his  elec- 
tion or  appoiptment  is  not  limited  to  per- 
sons who  hold  constitutional  offices,  but  ap- 
plies to  a  tax  collector,  whose  office  is  creat- 
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ed  and  abolished  at  the  legislative  will. 
Richie  t.  Philadelphia,  a6:  aSg,  74  Atl.  430, 
225  Pa.  511.  (AnnoUted) 

OFFSETS. 

In  condemnation  proceedingB,  see  Dam- 
ages, 9,  10. 

Olli. 

As  to  oil  and  gas  leasee  tw  Minea. 

OPERA  HOtrSE. 

Authority  of  town  to  OonBtmct,  see 
Municipal   Corporations,  6. 

OPINIONS. 

Failure  to  make  court's  opinion  part 
of  record  on  appeal,  see  Appeal 
and  Error,  8. 

Admissibility  in  evidence,  see  Evidence, 
19,  20. 

ORAIi   CONTRACTS. 

In  general,  see  Contracts,  7. 

ORAI4  EVIDENCE. 

See  Evidence,  16-18. 

ORAIi  PROMISE. 

As  consideration  for  note,  see  Bills  and 
Notes,  1. 

ORDINANCES. 

See  Municipal  Corporations,  0. 

PARDON. 

Infringement  of  prerogative  of  gov- 
ernor to  pardon,  see  Criminal  Law, 
4,6. 

PARENT  AND  CHILD. 

Gift  by  father-in-law  to  son-in-law  as 
advancement  to  daughter,  see  Ad- 
vancements. 

Constitutionality  of  statute  as  to  cus- 
tody of  child,  see  Constitutional 
la\r,  3,  14. 

Matters  as  to  infants  generally,  see 
Infanta. 

PAROIi  CONTRACTS. 

See  Contracts,  7. 

PAROLE. 

Rearrest  of  convict  after  violation  of, 

see  Constitutional  Law,  20. 
In  general,  see  Criminal  Law,  6-7. 

PAROL  EVIDENCE. 

As  to  writing,  see  Evidence,   15-18. 

PARTIAL  INVALIDITY. 

Of  statute,  see  Statutes,  1. 

PARTIES. 

In  injunction  proceeding,  see  Injunc- 
tion, 3,  4. 

Bringing  in  parties  by  filling  cross 
bill,  see  Pleading,  12,  13. 

1.  Judgment    creditors    of    a    deceased 
debtor  may  maintain  an  action  to  annul  a 

2«  IuBJL(K.S.) 
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mortgage  executed  by  their  debtor  in  fraud 
of  their  rights, — especially  where  the  suc- 
cession representative  has  taken  no  action 
in  the  premises.  Bank  of  Berwick  t.  Georg« 
Vinson  Shingle  &  Mfg.  Co.  36:  1068,  60  So. 
823,  124  La.  1000. 

2.  The  rule  that  a  consignee  who  has 
no  general  or  special  interest  in  a  consign- 
ment cannot  maintain  an  action  for  dam- 
ages for  injuries  thereto  in  transit  is  not 
changed  by  a  statutory  provision  that  when- 
ever any  personal  property  shall  be  trans- 
ported by  two  or  more  connecting  carriers, 
and  shall  become  injured  during  transit,  the 
consignor,  consignee,  or  owner  thereof,  in 
an  action  to  recover  damages  for  such  in- 
juries, may  join  as  parties  defendant  one 
or  more  of  such  carriers  with  the  last  car- 
rier, as  such  statute  has  no  bearing  on 
the  question  of  the  real  party  in  interest. 
Grinnell-Collins  Co.  v.  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P. 
R.  Co.  36:  437,  124  N.  W.  377,  —  Minn.  — . 

3.  A  commission  merchant  to  whom 
property  is  consigned  for  sale,  without  any 
previous  contract  or  advances  made  to  the 
shipper,  cannot  maintain  an  action  to  re- 
cover damages  for  injury  to  the  property  in 
transit,  as  he  acquires  no  general  or  special 
ownership  therein  before  its  delivery  to 
him.  Grinnell-Collins  Co.  v.  Chicago,  M. 
&  St.  P.  R.  Co.  36:  437,  124  N.  W.  377,  — 
Minn.  — .  (Annotated) 

Joinder. 

Joinder  of  causes  of  action,  see  Action 
or  Suit,  3. 

4.  A  wife  may  join  her  husband  as 
plaintiff  in  an  action  brou^t  to  recover 
from  the  guardian  of  her  separate  estate 
certain  moneys  alleged  to  be  due  her  as 
ward.  Mitchell  v.  Penny,  36:  788,  66  S.  £. 
1003,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

6.  In  a  suit  in  equity  to  charge  a  debt 
upon  property  encumbered  by  mortgages  to 
secure  large  issues  of  bonds,  in  which  the 
trustees  are  clothed  with  ample  powers  to 
protect  and  enforce  the  rights  of  the  holders 
of  the  bonds,  it  is  unnecessary  to  make  the 
bondholders  parties,  since  the  trustees,  be- 
ing parties,  fully  represent  them.  Billmyer 
Lumber  Co.  v.  Merchants'  Coal  Co.  36:  iioi| 
66  S.  E.  1073,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

PASSENGER  CARRIERS. 

See  Carriers. 


PASSION. 

Reducing  homicide  to  manslaughter,  lee 
homicide. 

PAYMENT. 

Subrogation  for,  see  Subrogation. 

The  general  rule  that  in  running 
accounts,  where  there  are  items  of  debit 
and  credit,  and  there  has  been  no  appropria- 
tion of  payments  by  the  parties,  the  first 
debit  items  are  extinguished  by  the  first 
credit  items,  is  subject  to  the  rule  that 
where  a  debtor  owes  debts,  some  secured 
and  others  unsecured,  and  neither  debtor 
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nor  creditor  hag  directed  the  application, 
the  law  will  apply  the  payments  on  the  un- 
secured debts.  United  States  Fidelity  & 
6.  Co.  T.  State,  a6:  865,  106  Pac  1040,  81 
Kan.  660. 


PENALTIES. 

Statutory  penalties  for  delay  in  trans- 
porting live  stock,  see  Carriers,  18. 


PERPETUITIES. 

1.  A  devise  by  will  of  land  in  trust 
for  charity,  by  the  terms  of  which  the  de- 
visee is  allowed  a  fixed  period,  without  ref- 
erence to  lives  in  being,  in  which  to  elect 
as  to  whether  or  not  he  will  take,  is  void, 
as  no  suspension  of  the  power  of  alienation 
is  valid  unless  it  must,  in  every  con- 
tingency, terminate  within  the  period  of  not 
more  than  two  specified  lives  in  being. 
Rong  V.  Haller,  a6:  825,  123  N.  W.  471, 
—  Minn.  — .  (Annotated) 

2.  A  will  whereby  land  is  devised  in 
trust  for  charity,  by  the  terms  of  which  a 
named  devisee  is  given  five  years  in  which 
to  elect  whether  or  not  he  will  take,  and 
it  is  provided  that,  in  case  of  his  failure  to 
accept,  the  named  trustee  have  the  follow- 
ing five  years  in  which  to  elect  whether  or 
not  he  will  carry  out  the  testator's  scheme, 
and  that,  if  he  fails  to  accept,  any  resident 
voter  may  apply  to  the  court  to  appoint  a 
trustee  for  that  purpose,  the  latter  provi- 
sion being  unlimited  as  to  time,  is  void  as 
an  attempt  to  suspend  illegally  the  power 
of  alienation,  since  the  period  of  suspension 
is  not  limited  to  two  specified  lives  in  be- 
in^.  Re  Rong,  36:  825,  123  N.  W.  471,  — 
Minn.  — . 

3.  The  absolute  power  of  alienation  is 
not  suspended  by  a  trust,  unless  a  trust 
term  is  created,  either  expressly  or  by  im- 
plication, during  the  existence  of  which  a 
sale  by  the  trustee  would  be  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  trust.  Re  Sacrison,  36:  734,  123 
N.  W.  518,  —  N.  D.  — . 

4.  An  unlawful  perpetuity  is  not  creat- 
ed by  allowing  to  the  executor  of  a  will  de- 
vising to  charity  the  proceeds  of  certain 
real  estate  to  be  sold,  a  discretionary  period, 
not  exceeding  a  certain  length,  after  the 
testator's  death,  in  which  to  make  the  sale. 
Re  Sacrison,  36:  724,  123  N.  W.  518,  —  N. 
D.  — .  (Annotated) 

6.  The  absolute  power  of  alienation  as 
to  real  estate  directed  to  be  sold  and  the 
proceeds  devoted  to  a  charitable  use  is  not 
suspended  by  a  testamentary  direction  that 
such  real  estate  shall  be  sold  by  the  executor 
at  such  time  as  in  his  judgment  will  bring 
the  best  price,  hut  not  Inter  than  five  yenrs 
after  )iis  death,  umIpss  such  period  should  be 
extended  by  court  order,  since  such  provision 
applies  only  to  tlie  time  of  the  actual  aliena- 
tion, whereas  the  statute  of  perpetuities 
applies  only  to  the  suspension  of  the 
"power"  of  alienation.  Re  Sacrison.  a6: 
724,  123  N.  W.  518,  —  N.  D.  — . 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


PERSONAIi  INJURIES. 

To  passengers,  see  Carriers. 

Measure  of  damages  for,  see  Damagts, 

7. 
Evidence  of,  in  negligence  case,  see  £n- 

dence. 
Release    from    liability    for,    see    EtI- 

dence,  23,  24,  34;   Release. 
To  employee  generally,  see  Master  and 

Servant. 
Liability     of     municipality     for,     see 

Municipal  Corporations,  8,  II. 
Proximate    cause    of,     sec     Proximate 

Cause. 

PERSONAIi  PROPERTY. 

Sale  of,  see  Sale. 

PETITION. 

Of  plointiIT,'see  Pleading,  5-10. 

PHARMACISTS. 

See  Drugs  and  Druggists. 

PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS. 

Forbidding  solicitation  of  business  by, 
at  railroad  stations,  see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  30. 

Contract  by  physician  not  to  practise 
profession  in  certain  territory  for 
certain  period,  see  Contracts,  4,  ti, 
8,  0;  Injunction,  1. 

Right  of,  to  testify  to  facts  bearing  up- 
on obtaining  of  release  from  in- 
jured person,  see  Evidence,  24. 

PliEADINO. 

Joinder  of  causey  of  action,  see  Action 
or  suit,  3. 

Joinder  of  parties,  see  Parties,  4,  5. 

Giving  instrudtion  covering  case  nnt 
presented  by,  see  Appeal  and  Er- 
ror, 31. 

Review  of  discretion  as  to  amendments, 
see  Appeal  and  Error,  19. 

Necessity  of  proving  allegations,  see 
Evidence,  1. 

In  criminal  prosecution,  see  Indict- 
ment, etc. 

Amendment  of,  as  affecting  limitation 
of  nctiniis,  see  LimiUition  of  Ac- 
tions, 0. 

Pleading  laws. 

1.  To  apply  the  law  of  a  foreign  statf 
in  which  a  note  was  made  and  to  be  paid, 
in  an  action  upon  the  note,  the  provisions 
of  the  foreign  law  must  be  pleaded.  Wet- 
tlaufer  v.  Baxter,  26:  804,  125  S.  W.  741,  — 
Ky.  -. 

2.  An  action  for  damages  for  breach  of 
covenant  of  seisin  in  a  deed  of  lands  located 
in  another  state  will  be  governed  by  the 
law  of  the  forum  if  the  law  of  the  place 
where  the  lands  are  located  is  not  pleaded 
or  proved  in  the  action.  Coleman  t.  Ludc- 
singer,  36:  934,  123  S.  W.  441,  224  Mo.  1. 
Relief  tinder  pleadings. 

3.  The  court  is  not  bound  to  sagsfi 
a  method  by  which  one  charged  with  un- 
fair business  competition  in  making  unlaw- 
ful use  of  a  tradename  may  be  permitted 
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to  continue  tlie  use  of  such  name,  where  no 
such  issue  is  presented  by  the  pleadings. 
Dyment  v.  Lewis,  26:  73,  123  N.  W.  244, 
—  Iowa,  — . 

4.  One  seeking  reduction  of  a  tax  as- 
sessnient  cannot  ask  for  a  greater  reduction 
than  that  prayed  for  in  his  petition.  New 
£nKland  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Board  of  As- 
sessors, a6:  1120,  47  So.  27,  121  La.  1067. 
Declaration  or  complaint. 

Right  of  appellate  court  to  make  ap- 
propriate orders  as  to  complaint 
not  stating  cause  of  action,  see 
Appeal  and  Error,  37. 

5.  One  seeking  to  recover  the  statutory 
penalty  for  delay  in  transporting  live  stock, 
provided  by  a  statute  prescribing  a  mini- 
mum rate  of  speed  at  which  live  stock  may 
be  transported  between  intrastate  points, 
need  not  in  his  complaint  negative  an  ex- 
ception in  the  proviso  clause  of  the  statute, 
as  that  la  matter  of  defense.  Cram  v. 
Chicago,  B.  ft  Q.  R.  Co.  a6:  loaa,  122  N. 
\V.  31,  84  Neb.  607. 

6.  A  surface  owner,  in  order  to  aver 
possession  of  underlying  coal  which  has 
been  severed  as  to  title,  suHicient  to  render 
applicable  the  rule  that  laches  does  not  run 
against  one  asserting  title  to  real  estate 
which  he  has  had  in  possession  during  the 
delay  in  asserting  his  rights  in  the  premises, 
must  allege  actual  physical  possession  of 
the  coal,  apart  from  his  possession  of  the 
surface,  as  by  operating  mines.  Plant  v. 
Humphries,  36:  558,  66  S.  E.  04,  —  W.  Va. 

7.  One  suing  for  false  imprisonment 
must  aver  that  the  imprisonment  was 
wrongful  or  unlawful,  or  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances showing  such  unlawfulness. 
Smith  V.  Clark,  26:  953,  106  Pac.  653,  — 
Utah,  — . 

8.  In  an  action  in  tort  for  the  fraud 
of  defendant  in  purchasing  property  from 
an  insolvent  and  withliolding  title  from 
record,  thereby  allowing  the  debtor  to  ob- 
tain credit  on  the  faith  of  the  ownership, 
general  allegations  of  collusion  and  con- 
cealment will  not  take  the  place  of  a 
specific  allegation  of  direct  representation 
by  the  defendant  grantee  to  the  creditor. 
Graves  v.  Horton,  a6:  545,  65  S.  E.  112.  132 
Ga.  786. 

9.  The  mere  general  expression  that 
the  defendant  in  an  action  for  fraud  in 
purchasing  property  from  an  insolvent  and 
withholding  title  from  record,  by  one  who 
gave  credit  to  the  insolvent  on  the  faith  of 
his  ownership,  "used"  the  original  debtor 
for  fraudulent  purposes,  does  not  amount  to 
an  allegation  of  agency.  Graves  v.  Hor- 
ton, a6:  545,  66  S.  E.  112,  132  Ga.  786. 

10.  In  Florida  a  complaint  in  an  action 
for  divorce  upon  grounds  other  than  adul- 
tery committed  in  the  state,  which  docs  not 
allege  that  the  complainant  has  resided  two 
years  in  the  state,  is  fatally  defective. 
Prall  V.  Prall,  a6:  577,  50  80.  867,  —  Fla. 

26'l.EX(N.S.) 


Pleas  and  answers. 

Admissibility  of  one's  answer  in  on« 
case  against  him  in  another,  see 
Evidence,  22. 

11.  It  is  not  necessary  to  plead  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations  in  an  action  to  recover 
for  negligent  injuries  resulting  in  death,  to 
entitle  defendant  to  the  benefit  of  that  de- 
fense, where  the  statute  provides  that  the 
only  plea  in  actions  of  that  character  shall 
be  "not  guilty."  Martin  v.  Pittsburg  Rail- 
ways Co.  a6:  1221,  75  Atl.  837,  227  Pa.  18. 

(Annotated) 

Cross  bin. 

Dismissal  of,  for  lack  .of  jurisdiction, 
see  Courts,  7. 

12.  The  omission  of  necessary  parties 
from  a  bill  in  equity  cannot  be  supplied 
by  the  filing  of  a  cross  bill.  Vattun  v. 
Marshall,  a6:  127,  97  C.  C.  A.  610,  173  Fed. 
350.  (Annotated) 

13.  Defendant  in  a  suit  to  compel 
specific  performance  of  a  contract  to  con- 
vey real  estate  cannot  by  cross  bill  bring 
in  the  brokers  who  elTected  the  contract,  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  the  compensation  to 
which  they  are  entitled.  Paltton  v.  Mar- 
shall, 26:  127,  07  C.  C.  A.  610,  173  Fed. 
350. 

Demurrer. 

Right  to  consider  on  appeal  error  as- 
signed on  overruling  of,  see  Appeal 
and  Error,  18. 

Demurrer  to  evidence,  see  Trial,  23. 

14.  A  joint  demurrer  to  a  complaint 
charging  several  with  false  imprisonment  is 
properly  overruled  if  the  complaint  states 
a  good  cause  of  action  against  a  portion  of 
the  defendants.  Smith  v.  Clark,  26:  953, 
100  Pac.  653,  —  UUh,  — . 

16.  A  demurrer  to  a  pleading  objecting 
to  the  probate  of  a  will  is  not  so  general  as 
to  require  it  to  be  overruled,  because  it 
states  merely  that  contestants  do  not  al- 
lege unsoundness  of  mind  or  undue  influ- 
ence in  such  a  way  or  degree  as  to  give 
them  any  rights  whatever,  and  that  the  ob- 
jections show  on  their  face  that  they  are 
bottomed  on  undue  influence  of  a  person 
who  died  years  before  the  execution  of  the 
will,  since  the  objections  thereby  raised 
are  suflicicntlv  specific.  Re  Powell,  26:  479, 
111  N.  VV.  821,  138  Iowa,  326. 

16.  A  petition  alleging  that  defendant  is 
a  common  currier  for  hire;  that  it  held  it- 
self out  as  willing  to  receive  a  shipment  of 
lumber  from  plaintiff;  that  it  promised 
from  time  to  time  to  furnish  cars;  that  the 
lumber,  under  direction  of  defendant's 
agent,  was  placed  at  a  certain  point  on  its 
right  of  way;  that  plaintiff  repeatedly 
urged  defendant  to  furnish  the  cars,  in- 
forming it  of  the  necessity  for  prompt 
shipment  and  of  the  damages  that  would 
accrue  from  delay;  and  thnt  defendant  neg- 
ligently failed  and  refused  to  furnish  such 
cars,  and  allowed  the  lumber  to  remain 
lying  on  its  right  of  way,  to  its  injury  and 
to  the  damage  of  pinintin. — sufficiently 
states  a  cause  of  action  for  breach  of  the 
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carrier's  common-law  duty  to  furnish  cars 
for  the  transportation  of  freight  without 
unreasonable  delay  after  application,  to 
withstand  a  general  demurrer.  Southern 
R.  Co.  T.  Moore,  a6:  851,  67  S.  E.  85,  133 
Ua.  806. 

17.  A  demurrer  to  one  defense  of  an 
answer,  the  other  of  which  is  a  general  de- 
nial, cannot  be  carried  back  to  the  com- 
plaint, under  the  rule  that  a  demurrer 
searches  the  whole  record,  since  defendant 
cannot  deny  and  demur  at  the  same  time. 
Baldwin  t.  Aberdeen,  26:  116,  123  N.  W.  80, 
—  S.  D.  — .  (Annotated) 

PliEDGE  AND  OOIiliATERAL  SECXm- 
ITY. 

Holder  of  note  as  collateral  security  as 
bona  fide  holder,  see  Bills  and 
Notes,  11. 

POISONS, 

Negligence  of  druggist  In  sale  of,  see 
Drugs  and  Druggists. 

POIjES. 

For  electric  wires,  see  Electricity. 

Duty  of  telephone  company  to  keep 
poles  safe  for  employees,  see  Jlas- 
ter  and  Servant,  3. 

Assumption  of  risk  by  lineman  as  to 
danger  from,  see  Master  and  Ser- 
vant, 11. 

POIilOE  POWER. 

See  Constitutiotiol  Law,  27-33. 

POLLUTION. 

Of  waters,  see  Waters,  3,  4. 

POSSESSION. 

Necessity  of,  to  maintain  ejectment,  see 
Ejectment. 

POSTOPFICE. 

Liability  of  carrier  for  injury  to  mail 
agent,  see  Carriers,  7,  8. 

PREJVDIOIAIj  ERROR. 

See  Appeal  and  Error,  22-36. 

PREMIUMS. 

Forfeiture  of  insurance  for  nonpayment 
of,  see  Insurance,  4. 

PRESENTMENT. 

Necessity  of  presentment  to  grand  jury, 
see  Criminal  Law,  2,  3. 

PRESUMPTIONS. 

In  general,  see  Evidence,  1-8. 
Sufficiency  of  evidence  to  overcome,  see 
Evidence,  47. 

PRINCIPAL  AND  AGENT. 

Election  of  remedy  as  between  agent 
and  undisclosed  principal,  see  Ap- 
peal and  Error,  16;  Election  of 
Remedies,  1,  2 ;  Trial,  17. 

Ratification  of  act  of  collecting  agent 
in  refunding  money  paid  on  check, 
see  Banks,  3. 
89  ^,R,A,(N,S,) 


As  to  agents  of  corporations,  see  Cw- 

porations. 
Sufficiency  of  allegations  of  agency,  hc 

Pleading,  9. 
Right  of  agent  to  maintain  action  of 

trover,  see  Trover. 

PRINCIPAL  AND  SCRETT. 

Time  for  appeal  by  bonding  company  from 
judgment  against  it,  see  Appesil 
nnd  Error,  4. 

Conflict  of  laws  as  to  wife's  contract  of 
suretyship,  see  Conflict  of  Laws,  i. 

Conflict  between  n^otiable  instnimrnt^ 
law  and  statutes  defining  rigtit: 
and  liabilities  of  surety,  see  Stat- 
utes, 17. 

1.  One  who  signs  a  joint  and  several 
promissory  note  on  the  face  tliereof  as  sure- 
ty only,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  payee,  ii 
not  discharged,  under  the  negotiable  instru- 
ment law,  by  the  granting  of  an  extension 
of  time  to  the  principal  obligor,  although 
upon  a  valuable  consideration  and  without 
the  consent  of  the  surety.  Richards  v.  Mar- 
ket Exch.  Bank  Co.  26:  99,  90  N.  E.  lOXl, 
81  Ohio  St.  348.  (Annotateiii 

2.  The  granting  of  an  extension  of  time, 
by  the  holder  of  a  joint  and  several  promis- 
sory note,  to  the  principal  obligor,  does  not 
constitute  a  material  alteration  thereof 
which  will  release  a  surety,  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  negotiable  instrument  law  re- 
lating thereto,  as  such  provisions  would  ap- 
ply only  in  case  of  a  physical  alteration  of 
the  instrument  itself.  Richards  v.  Market 
Exch.  Bank  Co.  a6:  99,  90  N.  E.  1000,  81 
Ohio,  348. 

PRIORITY. 

Between  mortgages,  see  Mortgage,  I. 

PRIVATE  PURPOSE. 

Right  to  take  property  under  power  of 
eminent  domain  for,  see  Eminent 
Domain. 

PRIVILEGE. 

Of  libelous  communication,  see  Evideuro, 
2;  Libel  and  Slander;  Trial]  S. 

PROBABLE  CAUSE. 

Presumption  of  want  of,  see  Evidcnw, 

3. 
Question  for  jury  aa  to,  see  Trial,  4. 

PROBATE. 

Of  will,  see  Wills,  $,  9. 

PROBATE  COURT. 

Conclusiveness  of  findings  of,  see  Jud^ 
ment,  8. 

PROFITS. 

Loss  of,  aa  element  of  dnmnges,  see  Dam- 
ages, 17. 

PROOFS  OF  LOSS. 

See  Insurance,  6,  J. 
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PROPERTY. 

Guaranty  of  right  to,  see  Constitution- 
al Law. 

Condemnation  of,  see  Eminent  Domain. 

Liability  for  malicious  destruction  of, 
see  Nuisances,  5. 

prospective;  liEOISIiATION. 

See  Statutes,  13-16. 

PROXIMATE  CAUSE. 

As  question  for  jury,  see  Trial,  B. 

1.  The  bringing  into  the  state  of  a  horse 
aflllcted  with  glanders,  in  violation  of  a  pe- 
nal statute  requiring  inspection  therefor,  is 
the  efficient  cause  of  damages  caused  by  the 
killing  of  the  horse  under  the  direction  of 
the  state  sanitary  board,  to  one  who  pur- 
chased it  before  inspection,  but  after  deliv- 
ery to  the  owner  within  the  state,  in  ignor- 
ance of  its  diseased  condition.  Evans  v.  Chi- 
cago, &  N.  W.  R.  Co.  26:  ayS,  122  N.  W.  87C, 
—  Alinn.  — . 

Of  Injury  to  passenger. 

2.  A  carrier  cannot  be  held  liable  for  a 
cold  contracted  by  a  passenger,  although 
there  was  no  heat  in  the  car  in  which  he 
was  carried,  if,  immediately  after  leaving 
the  car,  he  subjected  himself  to  inclement 
weather,  without  sufficient  protection,  so 
that  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  true 
cause  of  the  cold.  Louisville  ft  N.  R.  Co. 
V.  Snalf,  a6:  263,  110  S.  W.  862,  33  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  721. 

Of  Injury  to  servant. 

As  question  for  jury,  see  Trial,  2. 

3.  The  loosening  by  boys  of  brakes  on 
cars  standing  at  the  top  of  a  grade  on  a  spur 
track,  without  other  fastening  than  the  set 
brakes,  is  not  the  proximate  cause  of  an  in- 
jury to  an  employee  at  work  on  the  track, 
by  being  struck  by  the  cars  running  down 
upon  him.  Wellington  v.  Pelletier,  26:  yig, 
173  Fed.  908,  97  C.  C.  A.  458. 

(Annotated) 

PUBIilC  BUILDINGS. 

Validity  of  election  on  proposition  to 
build,  see  Elections. 

PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 

See  Charities. 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITORY. 

Bond  by,  see  Bonds,  1. 

PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Matters  peculiar  to  drains  and  sewers, 
see  Drains  and  Sewers. 

Assessments  for  local  improvements 
upon  the  property  benefited  thereby  are  not 
prohibited  by  constitutional  provisions  that 
taxes  shall  be  uniform  upon  the  same  class 
of  subject  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the 
authority  levying  the  tax.  Billings  Sugar 
Co.  T.  Fish,  26:  973,  106  Pac.  565,  40  Mont. 
256. 

PUBLIC  PURPOSE. 

Justifying  exercise  of  right  of  eminent 
domain,  se  Eminent  Domain,  1-4. 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


QUANTUM  MERUIT. 

Right  to  recover  on,  see  Contracts,  1,  2. 

QUARANTINE. 

Quarantine  laws  as  regulation  of  com- 
merce, see  Commerce,  3. 

QUESTION  FOR  JURV. 

See  trial. 

QUITCLAIM  DEED. 

Rights  of  grantee  in  quitclaim  deed  to  pro- 
tection ugninst  prior  unrecorded 
deed,  see  Vendor  and  Purchaser,  ir- 
4. 

QUO   WARRANTO, 

Quo  warranto  will  not  lie  to  test  the 
right  of  a  claimant  to  an  office  which  has 
no  legal  existence.  State  ex  rcl.  Stage  v. 
Mackie,  26:  660,  74  Atl.  750,  82  Conn.  398. 

RAILROAD  COMMISSION. 

Ordering  maintenance  of  station  at  cer- 
tain places  by  carrier,  see  Carriers, 
19. 

Statute  as  to  burden  of  proof  on  appeal 
from  orders  of,  see  Constitutional 
Law,  25. 

Review  by  courts  of  order  of,  see  Courts, 
3,4. 

Sufficiency  of  eviden(^  to  show  unrea- 
sonabloncss  of  order  of,  see  Evi- 
dence, 48. 

Riglit  of  governor  to  appoint  member  of, 
for  vacancy  occurring  after  expira- 
tion of  governor's  term  of  office, 
see  Officers,  2. 

RAILROADS. 

Liability  for  obstructing  drainage  from 
lot'abutting  on  street,  see  Appeal 
and  Error,  30. 

As  carriers,  see  Carriers. 

Matters  in  common  with  other  corpora- 
tions, see  Cori>orations. 

Damages  in  condemnation  case,  see 
Damages,  10,  11. 

Consequential  injury  from  construction 
and  operation  of,  see  Eminent  Do- 
main, 6. 

Right  of  private  company  to  condemn 
right  of  way  for  switch  connection, 
with,  see  Eminent  Domain,  1. 

Right  of  electric  light  company  to  con- 
demn land  for  use  of  railroads,  see 
Eminent  Domain,  3. 

Injury  to  employee,  see  Master  and 
Servant. 

Master's  liability  for  negligence  of  serv- 
ants in  ojierating  locomotive  through 
street,  see  Master  and  Servant,  16. 

Injury  to  children  near  railroad  track 
by  fall  of  material  from  car,  see 
Kegligence,  2. 

Liability  of  receivers  in  possession  of, 
to  indictment  for  obstructing  cross- 
ing, see  Receivers. 

Kegligence  of  railroad  as  question  for 
jury,  see  Trial,  16. 

A  railroad  company  which  removes 
from  its  track  a  child  of  tender  years  which 
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is  at  play  there,  in  order  to  let  an  engine 
and  car  pass,  must,  in  case  the  engine  is  to 
stop  a  short  distance  away  and  return,  eith- 
er place  the  child  in  care  of  some  one  com- 
petent to  take  charge  of  it,  or  take  such 
care  in  the  return  of  the  engine  as  is  re- 
quired from  the  knowledge  of  the  child's 
situation.  Chesapeake  ft  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Haw- 
kins, 26:  309,  174  Fed.  507,  98  C.  C.  A.  443. 

BAPE. 

Evidence  in  prosecution  for,  see  Evi- 
■    dence,  28. 

Sufficiency  of  evidence  to  sustain  convic- 
tion, see  Evidence,  49,  60. 

Instruction  in  prosecution  for,  see  Trial, 
25. 

Corroboration  of  testimony  of  prosecu- 
trix, SCO  Witnesses,  6. 

RATES. 

Of  gas  company,  see  Gas,  8,  0. 

RATIFICATION. 

Of  act  of  collecting  bank  in  refunding 
money  paid  on  check,  see  Banks,  3. 

RKAIi  PROPERTY. 

Liability  for  defective  abstract  of  title, 
see  Abstracts. 

Jurisdiction  of  action  affecting  general- 
ly, see  Courts,  1,  2. 

Covenants  anS  conditions  as  to,  see 
Covenants  and  Conditions. 

Deeds  of,  see  Deeds. 

Dower,  see  Dower. 

Of  infant,  see  Infants,  10. 

Matters  as  to  landlord  and  tenant,  see 
Landlord  and  Tenant. 

Life  estate  in,  see  Life  Tenants. 

Mortgage  on,  see  Mortgage. 

Suspension  of  alienation  of,  sec  Per- 
petuities. 

Averments  as  to  ownership  or  title,  see 
Pleading,  6. 

Records  of  title,  see  Records  and  Re- 
cording Laws. 

Taxation  of,  see  Taxes. 

Trust  in,  see  Trusts. 

Rights,  duties,  and  liabilities  on  trans- 
fer of,  see  Vendor  and  Purchaser. 

Venue  of  action  for  injury  to,  see 
Venue,  2. 

Conversion  into  personalty,  see  Wills, 
10. 

REBATES. 

By  carrier,  see  Carriers,  20. 

REBUTTAL. 

Evidence  in  rebuttal,  see  Evidence,  39, 
40. 

RECEIVERS. 

Criminal  liability  of  corporation  in 
hands  of,  see  Corporations,  4. 

Receivers  in  possession  of  a  railroad 
are  indictable  individually  for  obstructing 
a  highway  crossing  with  its  trains  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  constitute  a  nuisance.  State 
V.  Norfolk  ft  S.  R.  Co.  26:  710,  67  S.  E.  42, 
—  N.  C.  — . 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


RECORDS   AND   RECORDIXG   I^tDTS. 

Liability  for  defective  search  of,  see 
Abstracts. 

Record  on  appeal,  see  Appeal  and  Error, 
5-10. 

Right  of  holder  of  recorded  deed  who. 
with  knowledge  of  a  prior  unreconl- 
ed  one,  satisfied  of  record  a  mort- 
gage thereon  owned  by  him,  see 
Equity,  1. 

Burden  of  establishing  good  faith  of 
purchase  where  prior  unrecorded 
deed  exists,  see  Evidence,  4.    ■ 

Suflficiency  of  evidence  to  show  notice  of 
prior  unrecorded  deed,  see  Evidence. 
44. 

Fraud  in  withholding  title  from  record, 
see  Fraudulent  Conveyances,  1; 
Pleading,  8. 

Effect  of  recording  contract  of  condi- 
tional sale,  see  Sale,  3. 

Remedy  of  one  who  fails  to  record  de<>d, 
against  his  grantor,  who  8ubf<v 
quently  conveys  to  innocent  third 
person,  sec  Vendor  and  Purchaser, 
1. 

Rights  of  grantee  in  quitclaim  deed  to 
protection  against  prior  unrecorded 
deed,  see  Vendor  and  Purchaser,  2- 
4. 

An  unrecorded  deed  of  real  property  is 
void  as  to  a  subsequent  bona  fide  purchaser. 
Errett  v.  Wheeler,  a6:  816,  123  N.  W.  414,  — 
Minn.  — . 

REFORMATION  OF  INSTRUMENTS. 

Bar  of  suit  for,  see  Limitation  of  Ac- 
tions, 2. 

REGISTRATION. 

See  Records  and  Recording  Laws. 

RELEASE. 

Admissibility  in  evidence  to  show  facts 
as  to  obtaining  of  release,  see  Evi- 
dence, 23,  24. 

Evidence  on  question  of  fraud  in  secur- 
ing, see  Evidence,  34. 

Of  surety,  see  Principal  and  Surety. 

A  release  from  liability  for  personal 
injuries  cannot  be  avoided  by  one  who  did 
not  undtsrstand  the  lanr^iiage  in  which  it  was 
written,  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  un- 
derstand it,  where  due  core  was  exercised 
in  the  selection  of  an  interpreter  and  every 
effort  made  fully  to  explain  matters,  while 
he  apparently  comprehended  and  agreed  to 
all  that  was  done.  Blossi  v.  Chicago  &  N. 
W.  R.  Co.  a6:  255,  123  N.  W.  360,  —  Iowa, 


REIiEVANCr. 

Of  evidence,  see  Evidence. 

REMAINDERMEN. 

In  general,  see  Life  Tenants. 

REMEDIES. 

Proper  remedy  for  reviewing  judgment 
or  decision,  see  Appeal  and  Error, 
1. 
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In  caae  of  illegal  contract,  see  Con- 
tracts, 10. 

Election  of,  see  Election  of  Remedies. 

In  case  of  fraudulent  conveyance,  see 
Fraudulent  Conveyances, "3,  4. 

Of  parties  to  sale,  see  Sale,  4. 

KEHOVAIi. 

Of  officer,  see  Offlcers,  3. 

REMOVAL  OF  CAUSES. 

Right  to  dismiss  case  so  as  to  prevent 
removal,  see  Dismissal  or  Discon- 
tinuance. 

Judgment  of  Federal  court  dismissing 
suit  removed  to  it,  as  bar  to  fur- 
ther prosecution  in  state  court, 
see  Judgment,  4. 

Change  of  venue,  see  Venue,  4. 

The  pendency  of  an  action  in  a  Fed- 
eral court,  which  has  been  removed  from 
the  state  court,  will  abate  a  subsequent 
suit  in  the  state  court  bptwopii  the  iininc 
parties  and  for  the  same  cause  of  action, 
although  in  such  subsequent  suit  the  dam- 
afices  may  be  reduced  below  $2,000.  Louis- 
ville &  N.  R.  Co.  V.  Newman,  36:  969,  64  S. 
E.  541,  132  Ga.  523.  (Annotated) 

RES  GESTiS. 

See  Evidence. 

RESIDENCE. 

Necessity  of  alleging,  in  suit  for  di- 
vorce, see  Pleading,  10. 

RES  JUDICATA. 

See  Judgment,  4-12. 

RESPONDEAT  SUPEKIOR. 

See  Master  and  Servant,  16-10. 

RESITLTINO  TRUSTS. 

See  Trusts,  2. 

RETROSPECTIVE  LAWS. 

As  to  when  laws  are  retrospective,  see 
Statutes,  13-15. 

REVERSIBLE  ERROR. 

See   Appeal   and   Error,  22-30. 

REVERSION. 

See  Deeds. 

REVIEW. 

Of   judgment,   see   Judgment,   14-10. 

ROADS. 

Easement  for,  see  Easements,  1. 
In  general,  see  Highways. 

RULES. 

Rule  of  court  as  to  index  of  transcript 
on  appeal,  see  Appeal  and  Error, 
6. 

SALE. 

Parol   evidence   that   memorandum   of 
sale    was    delivered    on    condition, 
see  Evidence,  16. 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Sale  as  fraud  on  creditors,  see  Fraud- 
ulent Conveyances. 

Unlawful  sail!  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
see  Intoxicating  Liquors,  5-7. 

Of  infant's  land,  see  Judgment,  2. 

Proximate  cause  of  damage  to  pur- 
chaser of  horse,  where  it  is  killed 
by  sanitary  board,  see  Proximate 
Cause,  1. 

Of  timber,  see  Timber. 

Of  land  generally,  see  Vendor  and 
Purchaser. 

Passing  of  title;  delivery. 

Sufficiency  of  evidence  to  show  good 
faith  in  sale,  where  property  is 
left  in  possession  of  seller,  see  Evi- 
dence, 42. 

1.  A  sale  of  20  tons  of  hay  from  a  lar- 
ger quantity  in  a  mow  is  complete,  so  as  to 
prevent  its  subsequent  attachment  as  the 
property  of  the  seller,  although  there  was 
no  distinguishing  mark  placed  upon  it,  and 
the  portion  sold  is  not  separated  from  the 
portion  retained,  where  it  is  agreed  that  the 
amount  sold  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  10,000 
cubic  feet  lying  nearest  a  specified  wall  of 
the  barn,  extending  from  side  to  side  of  the 
mow.  Barber  v.  Andrews,  a6:  i,  69  Atl.  1, 
29  R.  I.  51.  (AnnoUted) 
Conditions!  sale. 

Parol  evidence  to  vary  conditional  sale, 

see  Evidence,  17. 
Right  of  trustee  in  bankruptcy  to  lien 

acquired  by  assignee  for  creditors 

on  property  conditionally  sold,  see 

Bankruptcy,  6. 

2.  A  conditional  sale  need  not  be  signed 
by  the  vendor,  in  order  to  render  it  valid  as 
against  the  vendee  or  one  purchasing  under 
him,  under  a  statute  declaring  that  such 
sales,  in  order  that  the  reservation  of  title 
may  be  valid  as  against  third  parties,  must 
be  in  writing  and  executed  and  attested  in 
the  same  manner  as  a  chattel  mortgage, 
where  it  does  not  clearly  appear  on  the  face 
of  the  contract  that  both  parties  thereto 
intended  to  sign  it  before  it  should  become 
eircctive.  Clarke  Bros.  v.  McNatt,  36:  583, 
64  S.  E.  795,  132  Ga.  610. 

3.  The  mere  recording  of  a  contract  of 
sale  of  sawmill  timber  which  reserves  title 
in  the  vendor  and  provides  that  the  vendee 
may  sell  the  lumber,  but  that  the  checks 
therefor  must  be  made  payable  to  the  orig- 
inal vendor  does  not  convey  notice  of  such 
conditions  or  impose  on  purchasers  of  the 
lumber  the  duty  of  seeing  that  the  original 
vendor  received  the  proceeds  of  the  sale. 
Clarke  Bros.  v.  McNatt,  a6:  585,  64  S.  E. 
795,  132  Ga.  610.  (Annotated) 
Riglits  and  remedies  of  parties. 

4.  An  action  for  the  purchase  money 
will  not  lie  where,  before  shipment  of  a 
piece  of  machinery  which  has  been  ordered, 
and  before  it  has  been  seen  by  or  tendered 
or  delivered  to  the  purchaser,  he  notified 
the  seller  that  he  would  not  take  it.  Fair- 
banks, Morse  &  Co.  v.  Ileltsley,  a6:  248,  122 
S.  W.  198,  —  Ky.  — .  (Annotated) 
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8AI<OONS. 

Sale  of  liquor  in,  generally,  see  Intox- 
icating Liquors. 

SANITY. 

See  Incompetent  Persons. 

SCENIC  BAIIjWAY. 

Duty  of,  toward  passengers,  see  Carri- 
ers, 6. 

Presumption  of .  negligence  from  injury 
to  passenger,  see  Evidence,  5. 

SCHOOIi  DISTRICT. 

See  Schools. 

SCHOOIiS. 

Statutes  transferring  schoolhouse  and 
lot  to  other  district  as  depriving 
school  district  of  property  without 
due  process  of  law,  see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  16. 


A  school  district  loses  title  to  its 
schoolhouse  and  lot  by  the  cutting  off  from 
it,  and  placing  in  another  district,  the  ter- 
ritory in  which  they  are  located.  Pass 
School  Dist.  T.  Hollywood  City  School  Dist. 
36:  485,  106  Pac.  122,  166  Cal.  416. 

(Annotated) 

SEARCH  AND  SEIZURE. 

As  to  abstract  of  title,  see  Abstracts. 

SELF-DEFENSE. 

Right  to,  of  one  assaulted,  see  Assault, 

SEPARATION. 

See  Divorce. 

SERVANTS. 

See  Master  and  Servant. 

SERVmiDE. 

Notice  of,  see  Notice. 

SET-OFF  AND  COUNTERCIiAIM. 

Deducting  benefits  in  condemnation  pi'o- 
oeeding,  see  Damages,  0,  16. 

seu'ers. 

See  Drains  and  Sewers. 

SHEEP. 

Statute  imposing  grazing  fee  on  all 
sheep  entering  state,  see  Commerce, 
1,  2. 

SHEIjIj  FISH. 

Statutes  regulating  the  taking  of,  see 
Constitutional  Law,  11. 

SHIPPING. 

Vessels  as  common  carriers,  see  Car- 
riers. 

SICK  PERSON. 

Duty  of  carrier  to  accept  as  passenger, 
see  Carriers,  1,  3,  11. 

SIGNATURE. 

Of  testator,  see  Wills,  1,  2,  6. 
26  L.R_A.^N.S.) 


SLANDER. 

See  Libel  and  Slander. 

SHELTERS. 

Limiting  hours  of  labor  ia  smelting 
works,  see  Constitutional  Law,  13. 

SMOKE. 

As  nuisance,  see  Nuisances,  3^  4. 

SPECIAL  LEGISLATION. 

See  Statutes,  5,  6. 

SPECIAL  TAXATION. 

Assessments  for  public  impovements, 
see  Public  Improvements. 

SPECIFIC  PERFORMANCE. 

Bringing  into  suit  to  compel  convey- 
ance of  real  estate,  by  cross  bill, 
brokers  who  effected  contract,  for 
purpose  of  settling  compensation, 
see  Pleading,  13. 

SPEEDY   TRIAL. 

Right  of  accused  to,  see  Appeal  and 
Error,  16;  Criminal  Law,  1. 

SPUR  TRACK. 

Condemnation  of  right  of  way  for,  see 
Eminent  Domain,  4. 

STATE  COURTS. 

Jurisdiction  of,  see  Courts,  6. 

STATE  DEPOSITORY. 

Bond  by,  see  Bonds,  1. 

STATUTE  OF  FRAUDS. 

See   Contracts,   7. 

STATUTE  .OF  LIMITATIONS. 

See  Limitation  of  Actions. 

STATUTES. 

Unconstitutionality  of  statute  as  to 
third  person  as  defense,  see  Action 
or  Suit,  1,  2. 

As  to  constitutionality  of,  in  general, 
see  Constitutional  Law. 

Review  of,  by  courts,  see  Courts,  3,  4. 

Validity  of  statute  providing  for  drain- 
age of  agricultural  land,  see  Drains 
and  Sewers. 

Exclusiveness  of  statutory  remedy,  see 
Election  of  Remedies,  2,  4;  Name, 

Right  to  test  validity  of,  by  habeas 
corpus  proceeding;,  see  Habeas  Cor- 
pus, 2. 

Who  may  procure  injunction  against 
enforcement  of  unoonatitational 
law,  see  Injunction,  3. 

Validity  of  ordinance,  see  Municipal 
Corporations,  6. 

Necessity  and  sufficiency  of  pleading, 
see  Pleading,  I,  2. 

Partial  invalidity. 

1.  If  a  duly  enacted  statute  contains 
provisions  that  are  invalid  because  in  con- 
flict  with   organic   law,   and   such   invalid 
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portions  may  be  severed,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  statute  may  then  be  made  effective 
for  the  purpose  designed,  and  will  not  cause 
results  not  intended  by  the  legislature,  and 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  statute  would 
not  have  been  enacted  without  the  invalid 
portions,  the  invalid  portions  of  the  act 
sliould  be  disregarded,  and  the  valid  por- 
tions enforced,  if  it  can  be  done  to  effectuate 
the  legislative  intent.  Harper  v.  Galloway, 
26:  794,  61  So.  226,  —  Pla.  — . 
Entitling. 

2.  The  title  of  an  act  declaring  it 
amendatory  of  an  earlier  act  is  sufficient 
under  a  constitutional  provision  requiring 
the  subject  of  an  act  to  be  expressed  in  its 
title,  if  the  subject- matter  of  the  amend- 
ment is  germane  to  the  subject  of  the 
amended  act,  and  is  fairly  within  the  title 
thereof.  State  v.  Fargo  Bottling  Works  Co. 
26:  872,  124  N.  W.  387,  —  N.  D.  — . 

3.  An  amendatory  act  defining  intoxi- 
cating liquor,  although  including  within 
its  provisions  a  liquor  which  it  is  admitted 
will  not  produce  intoxication  in  any  degree, 
but  which  contains  the  alcoholic  principle, 
is  germane  to  the  gemaral  subject  of  the 
amended  act,  which  purported  to  regulate 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors,  and  within  the  title,  "An  Act  To 
Prescribe  Penalties  for  the  Unlawful  Man- 
ufacture, Sale,  and  Keeping  for  Sale  of 
Intoxicating  Liquors,  and  To  Regulate  the 
Sale,  Barter,  and  Giving  Away  of  Such  Li- 
quors for  Medical,  Scientific,  and  Mechani- 
cal Purposes."  State  v.  Fargo  Bottling 
Works  Co.  a6:  87a,  124  N.  W.  387,  —  N.  D. 

Plurality  of  subjects. 

4.  A  statute  does  not  cover  more  than 
one  subject,  in  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
because  it  deals  with  employees  in  under- 
ground mines,  and  also  with  those  in  smelt- 
ing and  reduction  works.  Ex  parte  Mar- 
tin, a6:  443,  106  Pac.  235,  —  Cal.  — . 

liocal  or  special  legislation. 

Constitutional  equality  of  protection 
and  privileges,  see  Constitutional 
Law,  5-13. 

5.  A  statute  permitting  building  and 
loan  associations  to  lend  their  funds  upon 
a  premium  secured  by  competitive  bidding, 
in  addition  to  the  legal  rate  of  interest,  does 
not  violate  the  constitutional  provision  for- 
bidding the  passage  of  a  special  law  fixing 
the  rate  of  interest.  Spithover  v.  Jefferson 
Bldg.  &  Loan  Asso.  36:  1135,  125  S.  W.  766, 
—  Mo.  — .  (Annotated) 

6.  Special  or  local  laws  for  the  protec- 
tion of  game  may  be  enacted,  without  vio- 
lating the  constitutional  provision  that  all 
laws  "for  the  punishment  of  crime  or  mis- 
demeanor" "shall  be  general  and  of  uniform 
operation  throughout  the  state,"  by  omit- 
ting therefrom  a  provision  for  punishment 
for  violations,  and  providing  therefor  by 
valid  general  laws.  Harper  v.  Galloway, 
a6:  794,  61  So.  226,  —  Fla.  — . 

(Annotated) 
26  L3.A.(NJ3.) 


Construction. 

Meaning  of  words  "brothers  and  sisters" 
in  statute  of  descent,  see  Descent 
and  Distribution. 

Statute  providing  for  appeal  from  com- 
mitment of  person  to  insane  hos- 
pital, see  Incompetent  Persons,  2. 

Statute  as  to  employment  of  children, 
see  Infants,  2,  3. 

Statute  as  to  custody  of  infants,  see 
Infants,  5,  8. 

Statute  regulating  sale  of  medicines 
and  poisons,  C3e  License. 

Statute  requiring  suits  affecting  title 
to  be  brought  in  county  where  land 
is  located,  see  Venue,  3. 

7.  The  place  assigned  to  a  statute  in  a 
compilation  cannot  control  the  plain  mean- 
ing expressed  by  its  terms.  Tillman  v.  Till- 
man, 26:781,  66  S.  E.  1049,  —  S.  C.  — . 

8.  When  the  meaning  of  a  statute  is 
doubtful,  so  that  either  of  two  constructions 
may  with  propriety  be  adopted  by  the  court, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  adopt  that 
construction  best  calculated  to  protect  the 
public  against  fraud  and  imposition,  even 
though  in  individual  instances  such  con- 
struction may  work  slight  hardship.  Stem 
V.  Fargo,  36:  665,  122  N.  W.  403,  —  N.  D. 

9.  Statutes  are  to  be  construed  in  the 
light  of  and  with  reference  to  the  rules  and 
principles  of  the  common  law  in  force  at 
the  time  of  their  enactment;  and  the  legis- 
lature will  not  be  presumed  to  have  intended 
a  repeal  of  such  common-law  rules,  unless 
the  language  used  clearly  expresses  or  im- 
ports such  an  intention.  State  ex  rel.  Mor- 
ris V.  Sullivan,  26:  514,  90  N.  E.  146,  81 
Ohio  St.  79. 

10.  In  order  to  determine  the  meaning 
of  the  language  of  an  act  of  the  legislature, 
it  is  proper  to  examine  the  course  of  legis- 
lation upon  the  same  general  subject,  and 
to  consider  in  what  connection  and  with 
what  context  it  has  theretofore  been  em- 
ployed. State  ex  rel.  Love  v.  Cosgrave,  a6: 
207,  122  N.  W.  885,  85  Neb.  187. 

11.  Any  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  pro- 
visions of  the  negotiable  instruments  law 
must  be  solved  by  a  reference  to  the  law 
merchant  as  it  was  theretofore  administered. 
Wettlaufer  v.  Baxter,  26:  804,  126  S.  W. 
741,  —  Ky.  — . 

12.  An  ambiguous  statute  providing  for 
the  reclamation  of  swamp  lands  by  assess- 
ment on  the  property  benefited  will  not  be 
set  aside  on  the  ground  that  it  cannot  be 
complied  with,  according  to  its  terms,  in 
such  a  way  as  to  give  persons  specially  as- 
Hessed  for  benefits  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard  before  the  assessment  is  finally  made, 
if  the  only  construction  of  which  the  stat' 
nte  is  susceptible  shows  ample  provision 
for  such  hearing.  Billings  Sugar  Co.  v. 
Fish,  36:  973,  106  Pac.  565,  40  Mont.  268. 

13.  A  statute  permitting  a  second  action 
within  a  certain  time  after  nonsuit  is  ap- 
plicable to  a  case  in  which  the  nonsuit  is 
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entered  after  its  passage,  although  the  ac- 
tion was  begun  prior  thereto.  Mason  v. 
Kansas  City  Belt  K.  Co.  i6:  914,  125  S.  W. 
1128,  —  Mo.  — . 

14.  A  statute  extending  the  right  of  ap- 
peal while  a  motion  for  additional  findings 
of  fact  and  conclusions  of  law  in  a  case  in 
which  judgment  has  been  entered  is  pend- 
ing applies  to  judgments  already  entered, 
where  the  time  for  appealing  from  them  has 
not  expired,  and  anotlier  statute  declares 
all  suits  to  be  pending  until  determined  on 
appeal,  or  until  the  time  for  appeal  has 
passed,  the  only  effect  upon  the  rights  of 
the  successful  party  in  the  judgment  being 
to  extend  the  time  for  appealing,  which 
does  not  affect  any  of  his  constitutional  or 
vested  rights.  Boucofski  v.  Jacobsen,  a6: 
898,  104  Pac.  117,  —  Utah,  — . 

16.  A  statute  providing  that  no  will 
shall  be  proved  as  a  lost  or  destroyed  will 
unless  it  was  in  existence  at  the  death  of  the 
testator,  or  was  fraudulently  destroyed  in 
his  lifetime,  does  not  make  invalid,  so  as  to 
vest  the  estate  in  the  heir,  a  will  properly 
executed  which  was  destroyed  by  public 
calamity  during  the  testator's  lifetime,  with- 
out his  knowledge,  which,  under  the  stat- 
ute, was  not  sufficient  to  revoke  it,  and, 
therefore,  a  legislative  provision  passed  af- 
ter testator's  death,  permitting  proof  of 
will  so  destroyed,  may  be  made  applicable 
to  it  without  affecting  the  property  rights 
of  the  heirs.  Re  Patterson,  a6: 654,  102 
Pac.  941,  155  Cal.  620. 
Repeal ;  amendment;  revision. 
See  also  supra,  2,  3. 

16.  A  statute  defining  intoxicating  li- 
quors, which  is  complete  in  itself,  contains 
no  reference  to,  and  does  not  purport  to 
amend,  an  act  providing  a  penalty  for  viola- 
tions^  of  the  prohibitory  laws,  although  by 
implication  affecting  and  modifying  the 
meaning  thereof  somewhat,  is  not  for  that 
reason  repugnant  to  a  constitutional  re- 
quirement that  all  portions  of  an  amended 
statute  which  are  retained  in  a  new  enact- 
ment be  incorporated  and  published  in  the 
amended  act.  State  v.  Fargo'  Bottling 
Works  Co.  a6:  87a,  124  N.  W.  387,  —  N.  D. 

17.  Statutes  defining  the  rights  and  lia- 
bilities of  sureties  in  written  instruments 
are  applicable  to  sureties  in  negotiable  in- 
struments only  in  so  far  as  such  statutes  do 
not  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  a  uniform 
negotiable  instrument  law  subsequently 
enacted.  Richards  v.  Market  Exch.  Bank 
Co.  a6:  99,  00  N.  E.  1000,  81  Ohio  St.  348. 

18.  A  statute  autliorizing  a  municipal 
corporation  to  purchase  and  pay  for  land 
needed  for  its  fire  department,  out  of  its 
general  funds,  is  not  repealed  by  a  subse- 
quent statute  requiring  the  submission  of 
propositions  to  purchase  real  estate  to  the 
electors,  where  the  latter  statute  can  be 
construed  to  apply  only  in  cases  where 
there  is  not  sullicieiit  money  in  the  gen- 
eral funds  to  pay  for  the  property,  so 
that  it  will  have  to  be  secured  by  issu- 
ance of  bonds  and  warrants.  Brooks  v. 
20  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


Brooklyn,  a6:  485,  124  N.  W.  SOS,  —  lows, 

19.  A  statute  which  ia  complete  in  itself 
does  not  contravene  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision that  no  law  shall  be  amended  unless 
the  new  law  contain  the  sections  amended 
which  shall  be  repealed,  because  not  men- 
tioning or  repealing  a  former  statute  witL 
which  it  conflicts  in  part,  although  the 
earlier  act  must  yield  to  the  later.  Cram 
V.  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  a6:  loaa,  122  N. 
W.  31,  84  Neb.  607. 

20.  While  a  special  act  upon  a  subject 
usually  modifies  a  general  a!ct,  still,  if  1 
remedy  provided  by  the  later  act  is  not  ia- 
compatible  with  the  remedy  provided  by 
the  earlier  and  more  general  law,  both  aeti 
may  stand.  State  ex  rel.  Love  v.  Cosgiave, 
36:  307,  122  N.  W.  885,  85  Neb.  187. 

21.  Where  power  has  been  granted  by 
the  legislature  to  a  municipal  corporation 
to  enact  ordinances  for  certain  purpose*, 
and  the  city  acts  within  the  limits  of  that 
power,  its  action  will  have  the  same  effect, 
within  the  corporate  limits,  on  the  general 
law  of  the  state,  as  if  taken  by  the  l^sla- 
ture  itself;  and  the  same  principles  will  ap- 
ply in  the  construction  of  such  an  ordinance 
as  if  it  were  a  special  statute  upon  thi! 
same  subject.  State  ex  rel.  Love  v.  Cos- 
grave,  36:  307,  122  N.  W.  885,  85  ISA.  1S7. 

STREET  RAILWAYS. 

As  carriers,  see  Carriers. 

As  to  uses  and  dangers  of  electridtr, 

see  Electricity. 
Injunr   to   employee,   see    Master  and 

Siervant. 

STREETS: 

See  Highways. 

STRIHLES. 

As  conspiracy,  see  Conspiracy,  4. 

StJBROGATION. 

The  holder  of  a  recorded  deed  to  real 
estate,  who,  with  knowledge  of  a  prior  as- 
recorded  deed,  voluntarily  satisfies  of  recorJ 
IV  mortgage  tlipreici  wliich  had  been  assigntJ 
to  him,  is  not  entitled,  upon  discoreir  of 
the  superiority  of  the  title  of  the  holder 
of  the  unrecorded  deed,  to  a  reinstatement 
of  the  mortgage  lien,  under  the  equitable 
theory  of  subrogation,  where  the  mortgage 
was  not  satisfied  by  him  to  protect  anv 
right  jeopardized  by  its  presence  on  the 
record.  Errett  v.  Wheeler,  36:  816,  123  S. 
W.  414,  —  Minn.  — .  ( Annotated  1 

SUCCESSION  TAX. 
See  Taxes,  7. 

SUIT. 

See  Action  or  Suit. 

SUNDAT. 

Deducting  Sunday  in  estimating  tims 
for  transportation  of  live  stock, 
under  statute  providing  penalty  for 
delay,  see  Carriers,  18. 
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SUI»PORT, 

Of  children,  see  Infants,  4. 

SURETIES. 

In  general,  see  Principal  and  Surely. 

SURETY  COMPANY. 

See  Principal  and  •Surety. 

SUSPENSION. 

Of  power  of  alienation,  see  Perpetuities. 

SWITCH. 

Condemnation    of    right    of    way    for 
switch     connection,    see     Eminent 
Domain,  1. 
Negligence  of  master  as  to,  see  Master 
and  Servant,  7,  8. 
* 
TAX  COIiliECTOR. 

Right  to  raise  salary  during  term  of  of- 
fice, see  Officers,  4. 

TAXES. 

Provision  for,  as  exercise  of  police  pow- 
er, see  Constitutional  Law,  27. 

Equitable  assignment  of  tax  purchaser's 
lien  for  taxes,  where  deed  is  set 
aside,  see  Equity,  2. 

Purchase  by  tenant  at  tax  sale  as  re- 
pudiation of  relation  of  landlord 
and  tenant,  see  Landlord  and  Ten- 
ant, 1. 

Redemption  by  remainderman,  see  Life 
Tenants. 

Right  of  tax  purchaser  of  mortgaged 
real  estate  to  set  up  statute  of 
limitations  against  action  to  fore- 
close mortgage,  where  action 
against  niortgitgor  is  not  barred,  see 
Limitation  of  Actions,  8. 

License  tax  on  sale  of  liquor,  see  In- 
toxicating Liquors,  3,  4. 

Whnt  taxable. 

1.  The  average  daily  balance  of  the 
money  realized  in  a  business  carried  on  in  a 
state  by  a  foreign  corporation,  and  deposited 
daily  in  a  local  bank  for  transmission,  is 
subject  to  local  taxation.  New  England 
Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  V.  Board  of  Assessors,  36: 
iiao,  47  So.  27;  121  La.  1067. 

(Annotated) 
Exemptions. 

2.  That  the  benefits  of  a  home  used  ex- 
clusively for  charitable  purposes  are  con- 
fin<;d  to  Free  Masons,  their  wives,  widows, 
and  children,  does  not  deprive  it  of  the  right 
to  exemption  from  taxation  under  a  consti- 
tutional provision  that  "all  property  used 
exclusively"  for  "benevolent  and  charitable 
purposes"  shall   be  exempt   from  taxation. 

'  Kansas  Masonic  Home  v.  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, 36:  703,  106  Pac.  1082,  81  Kan.  859. 

3.  A  constitutional  provision  that  "in- 
stitutions for  the  benefit  of  the  insane, 
blind,  deaf,  and  dumb,  and  such  other  be- 
nevolent institutions  as  the  public  good  may 
r<-(|uire,  shall  be  fostered  and  supported  by 
the  state,"  docs  not  exclude,  from  the  bene- 
fits of  a  constitutional  exemption  from  taxa- 
tion of  all  property  used  exclusively  for 
20  L.RJi.(N.8.) 


benevolent  and  charitable  purposes,  all  in- 
stitutions used  for  charitable  purposes  ex- 
cept such  as  are  under  the  supervision  of 
the  state.  Kansas  Masonic  Home  t.  Board 
of  Commissioners,  36:  703,  106  Pac.  1082,  81 
Kan.  859. 

4.  Real  estate  owned  and  occupied  by  a 
chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  chartered  "for  the  purpose  of 
perpetuating  the  memory  of  the  men  and 
women  who  achieved  American  independ- 
ence, of  acquiring  and  protecting  historic 
spots,  encouraging  historical  research  and 
the  publication  of  its  results,  preserving 
documents  and  relics  and  individual  records 
of  Revoluntionhry  soldiers  and  patriots,  and 
promoting  the  cslebration  of  patriotic  anni- 
versaries, or  cherishing,  maintaining,  and 
extending  the  institutions  of  American  free- 
dom, and  fostering  true  patriotism  and 
love  of  country,"  and  which  has,  in  addition 
to  its  chartered  purposes,  aided  in  the  relief 
of  the  destitute,  made  gifts  to  public  schools, 
assisted  in  the  establishment  of  a  public  li- 
brary and  in  the  maintenance  of  a  boys'  club 
for  industrial  worlc,  and  a  sewing  class  for 
girls, — is  within  a  statute  exempting  from 
taxation  the  property  of  literary,  benevo- 
lent, charitable,  and  scientific  institutions. 
Molly  Varnum  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.  v.  Lowell, 
36:  707,  90  N.  £.  893,  204  Mass.  487. 

(Annotated) 

6.  Under  a  constitutional  provision  that 
"all  property  used  exclusively"  for  "benevo- 
lent and  charitable  purposes"  shall  be  ex- 
empt from  taxation,  the  legislature  cannot 
limit  the  area  or  value  of  the  property 
which  may  be  exempted  by  any  benevolent 
association.  Kansas  Masonic  Home  v. 
Board  of  Commissioners,  36:  703,  106  Pac. 
1082,  81  Kan.  859. 
Assessment;  correction. 

Relief  to  one  seeking  reduction  as  limit- 
ed by  pleading,  see  Pleading,  4. 

6.  An  alternative  demand  for  reduction 
of  a  tax  assessment  may  he  cumulated  with 
a  demand  for  cancelation.  New  England 
Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Board  of  Assessors,  36: 
II30,  47  So.  27,  121  La.  1067. 
Succession  tax. 

7.  A  devise  for  charitable  purposes  to 
a  Masonic  lodge  which  is  not  organized  for 
pecuniary  profit,  but  which  devotes  its 
funds,  after  paying  the  lodge  expenses,  to 
the  relief  of  its  needy  members  and  their 
families,  is  not  subject  to 'an  inheritance 
tax  where,  by  statute,  property  devised  to 
charitable  institutions  is  exempt.  Re  Wil- 
son, 36:  696,  124  N.  W.  316,  —  Iowa,  — . 

(Annotated) 
TEIiEGKAPHS. 

Damages  for  right  of  way  for  telegraph 

line,  see  Damages,  8. 
Damages     for     consequential     injuries 
from  condemnation  of  right,  of  way 
for,  see  Damages,  2,  12-14;  Trial, 
26. 
As  to  uses  and  dangers  of  electricity,  see 
Electricity. 
Liability  of  telegraph  company  to  em- 
ployee, see  Master  and  Servant. 
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TEIiEPHONES. 

Damages  to  abutting  owner  from  con- 
struction of  line  in  highway,  see 
Damages,  2,  12-14;  Eminent  Do- 
main, 5;  Trial,  26. 

Evidence  on  question  of  damages  upon 
condemnation  of  right  of  way  for, 
see  Evidence,  36. 

Liability  of  telephone  company  to  em- 
ployee, see  Master  and  Servant. 

As  to  uses  and  dangers  of  electricity, 
see  Electricity. 

TENANTS. 

In  general,  see  Landlord  and  Tenant. 

TBRRITORIAIi  LIMITATIONS. 

As  to  jurisdiction,  see  Courts. 

TETANUS. 

Administration  of  anti-tetanus  serum 
as  cauES  of  death  of  insured,  see 
Insurance,  8. 

THEATERS. 

Prohibiting  employment  of  children  in, 
see  Infants,  1-3. 

TIMBER. 

Record  of  contract  of  conditional  sale 
of,  as  notice,  see  Sale,  3. 

A .  contract  of  sale  standing  timber 
which  is  to  be  severed  and  converted  into 
personalty  before  title  is  to  pass  to  the  pur- 
chaser is  an  executorjr  sale  of  personalty, 
and  not  of  an  interest  in  land.  Clarke  Bros, 
v.  McNatt,  a6:  585,  64  S.  E.  795, 132  Ga.  610. 

TIME. 

For  appeal,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  4. 

For  filing  proofs  of  loss,  see  Insurance, 
6,  7. 

For  suit  on  insurance  policy,  see  Insur- 
ance, 0. 

For  attacking  fraudulent  judgment, 
see  Judgment,  16. 

For  motion  to  reconsider  order  deny- 
ing alimony,  see  Motions  and  Or- 
ders. 

To  move  for  a  new  trial,  see  New  Trial, 
3. 

TITLE. 

Liability  for  defective  abstract  of,  see 

Abstracts. 
Sufficiency   of,   to_  maintain  ejectment, 

see  Ejectment'. 
Record  of,  see  Records  and  Recording 

Laws. 
To   personal   property,  passing  of,  see 

Sale,  1. 
Of  statute,  see  Statutes,  2,  3. 
Of  trustee,  see  Trusts,  3. 

TORTS. 

Conspiracy  to  commit,  see  Conspiracy. 
Master's  liability  for,  see  Master  and 

Servant,  16-19. 
Municipal  liability  for,  see  Municipal 

Corporations. 
Matters  as  to  negligence,  generally,  see 

Negligence. 
26  L.R-A.(N.S.) 


A  tort  feasor  is  answerable  for  all 
the  consequences  that  in  the  natural  eoune 
of  events  ilow  from  his  unlawful  acts,  al- 
though those  results  are  brought  about  bj 
the  intervening  agency  of  others,  provided 
tlie  intervening  agents  were  set  in  motion  bv 
the  primary  wrongdoer,  or  their  acts  were 
the  natural  consequepces  of  his  original  act. 
Ililligas  V.  Kuns,  a6:  384,  124  N.  W.  925,  — 
Neb.  — . 

TOWN  HAIili. 

Validity  of  election  on  proposition  to 
build,  see  Elections. 

TOWNS. 

Authority  of,  to  construct  opera  house 
or  assembly  hall,  see  Municipal 
Corporations,  6.  > 

TRADE. 

Validity  of  agreement  in  restraint  of, 
see  Contracts,  8,  9;  Monopoly  and 
Combinations,  2. 

TRADENAMES. 

Grant  of  relief  not  asked  for,  to  one 
charged  with  unfair  competition, 
see  Pleading,  3. 

1.  One  to  whose  tradename  the  name  of 
the  city  in  which  he  transacts  his  busini^e 
lias  been  added  cannot  be  charged  with  dis- 
honesty in  adopting  such  name,  where  the 
addition  was  made  by  the  public  and  be 
merely  acquiesced  therein.  Dvment  v.  Lewis, 
26:  73,  123  N.  W.  244,  —  Iowa,  — . 

2.  The  name  "Sioux  City  Robe  &  Tan- 
ning Company"  which  is  conducted  in  the 
city  named,  under  which  a  business  has  been 
built  up  at  great  cost  in  advertising,  labor, 
and  sagacity,  may  be  protected  from  adop- 
tion by  a  rival  who  desires  the  benefit  of 
the  good  will  belonging  to  it,  under  the  law 
forbidding  unfair  competition  in  trade.  Dy-  | 
ment  ▼.  Lewis,  a6:  73,  123  N.  W.  244,  — 
Iowa,  — .  i 

3.  Although  the  name  of  a  city  in  which 
goods  are  manufactured  cannot  be  used  as  t 
trademark,  one  to  whose  tradename  which, 
if  used  alone,  would  have  sufficient  original- 
ity to  be  entitled  to  protection,  the  name 
of  the  city  has  been  connected  by  the  pub- 
lic so  as  to  form  a  complete  whole,  nntil, 
through  advertising  and  long  application,  a 
business  has  been  established  under  it,  may 
be  protected  in  the  use  of  such  name,  under 
the  law  forbidding  unfair  competition  in 
trade.  Dyment  t.  Xewia,  36:  73,  123  N.  W. 
244,  —  Iowa,  — .  (AoDotaied) 

TRANSCRIPT. 

Rule  requiring  index  to  form  firat  pags 
of,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  5. 

TRESPASS. 

Applicability  of  statute  of  limitatioBt 
governing  action  for  trespass  to  ac- 
tions for  damages  to  real  pn^iertyi 
see  Limitation  of  Actiona,  0. 
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TRKSPASSER. 

On  railroad  track,  duty  aa  to,  soe  Rail- 
roads; Trial,  10. 

TRIAIi. 

Right  to  assign  as  error  refusal  to  maks 
additional  findings  of  fact,  sae  Ap- 
peal and  Error,  7. 

Review  of  verdict  on  appeal,  see  Appeal 
and  Error,  21. 

Sufficiency  of  evidence  to  sustain  find- 
ings, see  Evidence,  45,  46. 

New  trial,  see  New  Trial. 

Place  of,  see  Venue. 

As  to  witnesses  on,  see  Witnesses. 

Statements  and  arguments  of  counsel. 

1.  Counsel  should  refrain  from  all  allu- 
sions, at  the  trial,  tending  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  accused  has  failed  to  take 
the  stand.  Skidmore  v.  State,  36:  466,  123 
S.  W.  1129,  —  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  — . 
Questions  of  law  and  fact. 

Notice  to  lineman  of  defective  insula- 
tion, see  Electricity. 
Contributory  negligence  of  person  step- 
ping into  well,  see  Elevators,  2. 
Sufficiency  of  evidence  tn  go  to  jury  in 
case    of  -injury    to    passenger,   see 
Evidence,  5. 
Proper  throw  necessary  for  split  switch, 
as  engineering  question,  see  Master 
and  Servant,  8. 
Negligence  of  hunter  in  shooting  com- 
panion as  Question   for  jury,   see 
Negligence,  1. 
Question   whether   gas  factory   is  nui- 
sance, see  Nuisances,  1. 
3.  Whether  the  proximate  cause  of  in- 
juries received  by  a  coal  heaver  who,  while 
engaged  in  unloading  the  hold  of  defend- 
ant's  boat,   was   knocked   down  by  a  coal 
bucket  operated  by  a  crane  which  had  ac- 
quired "too  much  swing,"  and  was  injured 
by    the  bucket  dropping  upon   him,   which 
was  done  at  the  signal  of  the  hatch  tender, 
without  any  warning  to  plaintiff  as  his  duty 
and   custom   required,   for   the   purpose  of 
stopping  the  swing  of  the  bucket, — ^was  the 
dropping    of    the  bucket    or  the    previous 
swinging  thereof,  is  for  the  jury,  where  the 
testimony  is  not  clear  as  to  whether  the 
hatch   tender   saw   the  plaintifiF   when   the 
bucket  was  swinging,  and  the  plaintiff  tes- 
tified that  he  could  have  been  seen  by  the 
tender,  lying  on  the  coal  after  being  first 
struck,  had  he  looked.     Anderson  v.  Pitts- 
burg Coal  Co.  36:  634,  122  N.  W.  794,  108 
Minn.  455. 

3.  The  necessity  of  assuming  the  risk 
incident  to  an  attempt  to  pass  over  a  known 
defect  in  a  highway  is  for  the  jury,  where 
the  evidence  leaves  it  \incertain  whether  there 
was  a  safe  and  available  way,  either  by  a 
public  road  or  over  adjacent  private  prop- 
erty. Shriver  v.  Marion  County  Ct.  36:  377, 
66  S.  E.  1062,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

4.  Whether  defendant  in  a  suit  for  ma- 
licious prosecution,  in  making  a  complaint 
charging  another  with  crime  had,  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  probable 
cauee  for  believing  that  accused  had  com- 
iS  L.R.A.(N£.) 


mitted  the  offense,  so  as  to  justify  his  act, 
is  a  question  for  the  jury.  Smith  ▼.  Clark, 
36:  953,  106  Pa.  653,  —  Utah,  — . 

6.  Whether  or  not  the  adding,  after 
execution  and  without  the  consent  of  the 
maker,  of  the  clause  "additional  security,  a 
wagon  and  two  mules,"  to  the  corner  of  a 
note  in  the  same  amount,  by  the  same  mak- 
er, and  to  the  same  payee  as  a  prior  note 
secured  by  a  contemporaneous  chattel  mort- 
gage on  a  wagon  and  two  mules,  amounted 
to  a  material  alteration  as  tending  to  evi- 
dence the  fact  that  the  subsequent  note  was 
made  in  lieu  of  the  former  and  was  intended 
to  be  secured  by  the  mortgage,  is  for  the 
jury,  since,  if  the  addition  was  made  after 
delivery,  with  the  fraudulent  intent  of  in- 
corporating the  provision  in  the  note,  which 
would  cause  it  to  be  secured  by  the  mort- 
gage, such  addition  would  constitute  a  ma- 
terial alteration,  while,  if  such  notation  was 
merely  placed  on  the  note  as  a  memorandum 
for  reference,  it  would  not  affect  the  note, 
and  therefore  would  not  be  a  material  alter- 
ation. Farmers'  Nat.  Bank  v.  McCall,  36: 
317,  106  Pac.  866,  —  Okla.  — . 

6.  That  a  note  which  is  in  the  same 
amount,  by  the  saiAe  maker,  and  to  the 
same  payee  as  an  earlier  note,  may  be  se- 
cured by  a  chattel  mortgage  executed  con- 
temporaneously with  such  earlier  note,  it 
must  appear  tliat  it  was  agreed  by  the  par- 
ties at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  sec- 
ond note  that  it  should  take  the  place  of 
the  first  and  be  secured  by  the  chattel  mort- 
gage, and  where  the  evidence  is  such  that 
reasonable  minds  might  disagree  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  second  was  in  lieu  of  the 
other,  and  was  intended  to  be  so  secured,  the 
question  is  for  the  jury.  Farmers'  Nat. 
Bank  t.  McCall,  36:  317,  106  Pac.  866,  — 
Okla.  — . 

7.  In  a  prosecution  for  murder  based  on 
the  killing  by  one  convict  of  another  while 
the  latter  was,  at  the  command  of  a  warden, 
assisting  him  in  inflicting  illegal  corporal 
punishment  upon  the  former  convict,  it  is 
tor  the  jury  to  say  with  what  intent  such 
assistance  was  rendered,  and  whether  the  as- 
sailing convict  was  au  abetter  of  the  war- 
den, since,  if  he  were,  it  would  reduce  the 
killing  to  voluntary  manslaughter  should 
it  also  be  found  that  it  was  the  result  of  a 
sudden  and  irresistible  impulse  of  passion 
caused  by  the  assault.  Westbrook  v.  State, 
36:  591,  66  S.  E.  788,  133  Ga.  678. 

8.  Where  a  libelous  communication  is 
alleged  to  be  privileged  the  court  must  deter- 
mine the  question  of  privilege  in  the  first 
instance.  Holmes  v.  Royal  Fraternal  Union, 
36:  1080,  121  S.  W.  100,  222  Mo.  556. 

9.  The  jury  must  decide  whether  or  not 
a  railroad  company  is  guilty  of  negligence 
in  maintaining  a  derailing  device  in  a  switch 
track  connecting  with  its  main  track,  so 
that  it  can  be  closed  by  anyone,  and  cars 
on  the  switch  run  out  on  to  the  main  track, 
where  they  can  come  into  collision  with  a 
passenger  train.  Barker  t.  Chicago,  P.  & 
St.  L.  R.  Co.  36:  to$8,  00  N.  E.  1057,  243  III 
482, 
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10.  Whether  a  teamster  who  was  injured 
by  the  tipping  over  of  his  wagon  while  at- 
tempting to  drive  around  a  dangerous  mud 
hole  in  a  highway  used  ordinary  care  in  so 
doing  is  for  the  jury,  where  it  appears  that 
he  had  full  knowledge  of  the  condition  of 
the  defect  and  of  the  size  and  character  of 
Lis  wagon,  that  he  was  an  experienced  team- 
ster, and  that  be  had  previously  driven 
around  the  mud  bole  without  injury,  al- 
though in  attempting  the  diOicult  feat  he 
did  not  get  off  the  wagon.  Shriver  v.  Mar- 
ion County  Ct.  a6:  377,  66  S.  E.  1062,  —  W. 
Va.  — . 

11.  The  question  of  the  negligence  of  a 
master  in  using  an  old  and  spliced  harness, 
the  leather  in  which  was  dead,  so  as  to  ren- 
der liim  liable  for  an  injury  to  liis  servant 
through  the  breaking  of  the  harness,  is  for 
the  jury.  Murphy  v.  O'Neil,  a6:  146,  90  N. 
E.  406,  204  Mass.  42. 

12.  The  question  of  the  negligence  of,  or 
assumption  of  risk  by,  a  servant  who  used 
a  harness  composed  of  Icatlier  of  which  the 
life  had  departed  because  of  age,  but  which 
looked  good  on  the  surface,  is  for  the  jury. 
Murphy  v.  O'Neil,  a6:  146,  90  N.  E.  406,  204 
Mass.  42. 

13.  The  jury  must  dcterrame  whether  or 
not  a  lineman  of  a  telephone  company  was 
negligent  in  attempting  to  ascend  the  pole 
between  wires  carrying  heavy  currents, 
rather  than  go  outside  the  wires,  over  the 
ends  of  the  cross-arms,  where  he  had  no 
knowledge  that  the  insulation  on  the  wires 
was  defective.  Miner  v.  Franklin  County 
Teleph.  Co.  26:  1195,  75  Atl.  653,  —  Vt.  — . 

14.  The  jury  must  say  whether  or  not  the 
negligence  of  a  member  of  a  hunting  party 
who,  in  violation  of  the  understanding  be- 
tween them  as  to  the  stations  which  they 
should  take,  attempts  to  approach  the  sta- 
tion of  one  of  them  through  bushes  which 
conceal  him,  is  a  contributory  cause  to  his 
injury,  which  will  prevent  his  holding  the 
latter  liable  for  shooting  him  under  the 
mistaken  belief  that  the  movement  of  the 
bushes  is  caused  by  game.  Rudd  v.  Byrnes, 
a6:  134,  105  Pac'  957,  156  Cal.  636. 

15.  The  question  of  the  negligence  of  a 
carrier  in  separating  the  pens  for  susceptible 
cattle  from  those  infected  with  Texas  fever 
ticks,  by  a  dead  alley  10  feet  wide,  without 
maintaining  a  tight  partition  between  them, 
is  for  the  jury,  where  there  is  evidence  tend- 
ing to  show  that  the  tick  might  travel 
across  this  space.  Baltimore  &,  0.  R.  Co.  v. 
Dever,  a6:  71a,  75  Atl.  352,  —  Md.  — . 

16.  Whether  or  not  a  prudent  man  who 
removes  from  a  railroad  track  a  child  play- 
ing there,  to  let  an  engine  pass  which  is  im- 
mediately to  return,  would  take  some  means 
to  ascertain  that  the  child  did  not  return  to 
a  position  of  danger  before  the  engine  again 
reached  the  place,  so  as  to  cast  that  duty 
upon  railroad  employees  in  charge  of  an  en- 
gine under  similar  circumstances,  is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  jury.  Chesapeake  4,  O.  R,  Co. 
V.  Hawkins,  a6:  309,  174  Fed.  597,  98  C.  C.  A. 
443. 

26  L.R.A.(N.8.) 


17.  Whether  or  not  a  right  of  action  :<t 
an  alleged  breach  of  contract  to  purchase 
certain  stock  has  been  abandoned  as  to  an 
undisclosed  principal,  and  an  electioa  mad« 
to  hold  the  agent  only,  is  for  the  joi;. 
where  it  appears  that  the  sale  waa  made  i» 
the  agent  as  principal:  that,  shortly  after, 
the  agent  informed  the  plaintiffs  that  Le 
represented  another,  which  fact  was  denied 
by  the  alleged  principal;  that  subsequently 
the  plaintiffs  received  other  stock  from  ta« 
agent  to  be  sold  and  applied  to  his  account, 
which  waa  done;  that  thereafter  tliey  filed 
a  complaint  against  the  agent;  and  that  on 
demand  was  made  or  action  commenced 
against  the  principal  until  twelve  moDtli<> 
after  they  were  informed  that  he  was  the 
real  principal,  and  it  does  not  appear  tba: 
the  principal  assumed  any  new  responsibili- 
ty because  of  his  belief  that  plaintifTs  had 
elected  to  hold  the  agent,  as  such  evidenci'- 
does  not  conclusively  show  that  pluntil!'< 
had  elected  to  hold  the  agent,  or  that  ther 
had  abandoned  the  right  of  action  against 
the  principal.  Gav  v.  Uren,  36:  74a,  123 
N.  W.  205,  —  Minn"  — . 

18.  In  case  a  member  of  a  mutual  beneat 
society  has  been  absent  and  unheard  from 
for  more  than  seven  years,  the  question 
whether  or  not  his  death  occurred  b^for* 
tue  beneficiary  of  his  certificate  ceased  t<i 
pay  his  dues  is  for  the  jury.  Butler  v.  Su- 
preme Court,  I.  O.  F.  26:  aga,  101  Pac.  4Si. 
53  Wash.  118.  ( Annotated  1 

19.  The  court  may  rule  that  a  caretaker 
waa  acting  for  his-  employer  when  he  cast 
off  the  moorings  of  a  vessel  lying  at  the 
wharf,  where  he  stated  at  the  time  that 
he  was  so  acting,  and  there  is  no  evidence 
to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding  it  also  ap- 
pears that,  when  he  informed  the  owner  of 
the  vessel  that  the  property  owner  did  not 
allow  boats  to  tie  up  at  the  wharf,  the  ve»- 
se  owner  swore  at  him,  called  him  an  op- 
probrious name,  and  threatened  him.  Plvjf 
V.  Putnam,  a6:  asi,  75  Atl.  277,  —  Vt.  — . 
Taking  case  from  Jury. 

Review  of  act  of  trial  court  in  overrul- 
ing motion  for  directed  verdict,  see 
Appeal  and  Error,  0. 

Review  of  refusal  to  direct  verdict,  see 
Appeal  and  Error,  14. 

Waiver  of  right  to  have  verdick  returned 
by  jury  by  verbal  motions  for  per- 
emptory instructions,  see  Jury. 

Right  of  plaintiff  stiffering  nonsuit  to 
begin  another  action  for  same 
cause,  see  Judgment,  6,  7. 

Applicability  to  pending  actions  of  stat- 
ute forbidding  second  action  after 
nonsuit,  see  Statutes,  13. 

20.  An  action  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  a  highway  should,  up- 
on proper  demand,  be  taken  from  the  jury, 
where  it  clearly  appears  that  the  plaintiff 
was  guilty  of  contributory  n^ligence.  Shri- 
ver V.  Marion  County  Ct.  a6:  377,  66  S.  E. 
1002,  —  W.  Va.  — . 

21.  If  one  suing  a  carrier  in  tort  for  re- 
fusing to  accept  him  as  a  passenger  puts  in 
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OTidcncc  as  part  of  his  case  facts  showing 
a  justiflcation  for  the  refusal,  a  verdict 
should  be  directed  for  defendant,  although 
the  burden  of  proving  justification  in  such 
cases  is  upon  it.  Connors  v.  Cunard  Steam- 
ship Co.  36:  171,  90  N.  E.  601,  204  Mass. 
310. 

22.  The  direction  of  a  verdict  for  de- 
fendant in  an  action  by  an  heir  to  recover 
her  distributive  share  of  an  estate  is  erro- 
neous, where,  if  the  evidence  introduced  by 
plaintiff  should  be  taken  as  true,  she  had 
not  received  her  distributive  share  of  the 
estate,  as  shown  by  the  uncontroverted  evi- 
dence, after  deducting  from  that  distributive 
share  the  value  of  an  advancement  estimat- 
ed as  of  the  time  of  the  conveyance,  proved 
to  have  been  made  to  her  by  the  owner  of 
the  estate  during  his  lifetime.  Ireland  v. 
Dyer,  26:  1050,  67  S.  E.  195,  133  Ga.  851. 

23.  A  demurrer  to  the  evidence  will  be 
sustained  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  the  alleged  publication  of  a 
lil}el,  where  no  substantial  evidence  is  pro- 
duced of  actual  or  express  malice,  and  the 
publication  is  qualifiedly  privileged.  Holmes 
V.  Koynl  Fraternal  Union,  26:  1080,  121  S. 
VV.  100,  222  Mo.  656. 

Instructions. 

Prejudicial  error  as  to,  see  Appeal  and 
Error,  30-35. 

24.  An  instruction  in  an  action  against 
a  railroad  company  for  injuries  to  a  pas- 
senger caused  by  his  being  struck,  while 
standing  on  a  car  step,  by  an  express  truck 
alleged  to  have  been  negligently  left  in 
dangerous  proximity  to  the  track,  to  the 
effect  that  the  defendant  contends  that  the 
injury  happened  because  another  passenger 
stopped  upon  the  second  step  of  the  car,  so 
that  plaintiff,  who  was  behind  him,  could 
not  get  upon  the  car  platform,  and  that 
defendant  would  not  be  liable  if  the  acci- 
dent was  the  result  of  such  obstruction, — is 
properly  rejected  as  likely  to  confuse  and 
mislead  the  jury,  where  it  cannot  be  said 
what  specific  legal  proposition  was  intended 
to  be  presented  thereby.  Irvin  v.  Missouri 
P.  R.  Co.  36:  739,  106  Pac.  1003,  81  Kan. 
049. 

25.  In  a  prosecution  for  rape,  an  in- 
struction that,  if  tne  complainant  told  her 
husband  of  the  alleged  attempt  to  ravish 
lier,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  then  such 
complaint  would  constitute  a  corroborating 
circumstance,  is  erroneous  as  invading  the 
province  of  the  jury,  since  they  should  be 
|)ermitted  to  give  it  such  weight  in  that  re- 
gard as  to  them  may  seem  proper.  Hen- 
derson T.  State,  26: 'i  149,  123  N.  W.  459, 
85  Neb.  444. 

26.  An  instruction  that  the  jury  in  an 
action  to  condemn  a  portion  of  a  highway 
for  a  telephone  and  telegraph  line  right  of 
way  may  consider,  as  a  part  of  the  damages 
to  which  an  abutting  property  owner  is 
entitled,  such  damages  to  trees  as  would 
naturally  result  in  the  course  of  time  to 
them  by  the  construction,  maintenance,  and 
operation  of  such  line,  is  erroneous  as  di- 
2C  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


recting  the  attention  of  the  jury  to  a  fu- 
ture contingency,  and  not  to  the  damage  at 
the  time  of  trial.  Tri-State  Teleph.  &  Xeleg. 
Co.  V.  Cosgriff,  26:  1171,  124  N.  W.  75,  — 
N.  D.  — . 

27.  An  instruction  in  an  action  on  a 
benefit  certificate,  that  a  presumption  of 
death  arose  after  seven  years  if  the  jury 
should  find  from  the  evidence  that  on  July 
17,  1001,  the  insured  left  his  home  and  fam- 
ily, had  never  returned,  and  no  tidings  from 
him  had  been  received,  is  not  erroneous  as 
omitting  the  necessary  elements  that  he  led 
a  good  life,  was  prosperous,  happy,  and 
contented,  and  that  there  was  no  good  rea- 
son why  he  should  not  have  returned  sea- 
sonably if  he  were  alive,  when  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  further  charge  that  in  de- 
termining whether  the  insured  was  dead, 
and  if  so  when  and  where  death  occurred, 
they  should  consider  the  facts  surround- 
ing his  alleged  disappearance,  any  possible 
motive  of  leaving  home  and  not  returning, 
his  attachment  to  his  family,  liis  business 
prospects,  his  health,  his  mental  condition, 
and  such  other  facts  and  circumstances  as 
were  disclosed  by  the  evidence.  Behlmer  v. 
Grond  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  26:  305,  12J  N. 
VV.  1071,  —  Minn.  —  . 

TROVEn. 

Damages  in  case  of  conversion  by  car- 
rier, see  Damages,  6. 

A  sales  agent  who  delivers  property 
to  a  vendee  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
sale  by  his  principal,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  it  is  to  be  retarned  to  him  in  case 
the  contract  is  disproved,  has  such  ain  in- 
terest in  it  that  he  may  maintain  an  action 
for  conversion  in  case  the  purchaser  refuses 
to  return  it  to  him  upon  disapproval  of 
the  sale.  Gunzburger  v.  Rosenthal,  26:  840, 
75  Atl.  418,  226  Pa.  300.         (Annotated) 

TRUST  de:i;d. 

See  Mortgage. 

TRUSTEES. 

Of  corporation,  see  Corporations,  6. 
In  general,  see  Trust,  3,  4. 

TRUST  FUND. 

Assets  of  insolvent  corporation  as,  see 
Election  of  Remedies,  4. 

TRUSTS. 

For  charity,  see  Charities. 

Doctrine   that  corporate   assets  are   a 

trust  fund,  see  Corporations,  6. 
As  to  life  estate,  see  Life  Tenants. 
Suspension  of  alienation,  see  Perpetui- 
ties. 

1.  A  valid  trust  as  to  personalty  must 
fall  with  an  illegal  trust  as  to  realty, 
where  the  two  are  so  connected  by  the  will 
creating  them  as  to  constitute  one  general 
scheme,  which  would  necessarily  fail  if  the 
one  were  retained  and  the  other  rejected. 
Re  Rong,  26:  825,  123  N.  W.  471,  —  Minn. 
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Reanltlng. 

Evidence  as  to  intent  in  placing  title 
to  real  estate  in  wife  s  name,  see 
Evidence,  18,  39. 

2.  No  presumption  of  a  gift  or  advance- 
ment arises  where  a  wife  furnishes  the  pur- 
chase money  for  real  estate  and  the  title 
is  taken  in  the  name  of  the  husband,  but 
in  such  case  a  resulting  trust  arises  in  her 
favor,  which  will  be  enforced  in  equity. 
Wright  V.  Wright,  a6:  i6i,  89  N.  E.  789, 
242  111.  71.  (Annotated) 
Title  of  trustee. 

As  to  trustees  of  charities  generally, 
see  Charities. 

3.  Under  a  will  providing  that  the  tes- 
tator's residuary  estate  be  devoted  to  a 
charitable  use,  and  tliat  to  such  end  iiis 
executor  shall  sell  certain  real  estate  at 
such  time  as  in  his  judgment  will  bring 
the  best  price,  but  not  later  than  five  years 
after  his  death,  unless  such  period  shall  be 
extended  by  court  order,  the  legal  title, 
until  the  real  estate  is  actually  sold,  resta 
in  the  executor  as  trustee  by  necessary  im- 
plication, or  in  the  heir  at  law  for  want  of 
the  designation  of  a  trustee  in  the  will; 
and,  if  the  latter,  it  is  not  by  virtue  of  the 
will,  but  by  operation  of  law  on  account  of 
such  failure  of  designation.  Re  Sacrison, 
a6:  724,  123  N.  W.  518,  —  N.  D.  — . 
Sale  of  property. 

4.  A  will  whereby  a  testator  directs 
that  his  residuary  estate  be  devoted  to  a 
charitable  use,  and  provides  that  to  such 
end  his  executor  shall  sell  certain  real 
estate  .at  such  time  as  in  his  judgment  will 
bring  the  best  price,  but  not  later  than  five 
years  after  his  death  unless  such  period 
should  be  extended  by  court  order,  confers 
upon  the  executor  a  power  in  trust  to  sell 
and  convert  such  real  estate  into  money, 
which  power  may  be  exercised  without  any 
act  on  the  part  of  the  heir,  even  though 
he  be  held  to  be,  by  operation  of  law,  a 
trustee  of  the  legal  title  because  of  the  fail- 
ure of  the  testator  to  designate  a  trustee  in 
the  will.  Re  Sacrison,  a6:  734,  123  N.  W. 
618,  —  N.  D.  — . 

XJNDISOIibsED   PRINOIPAIi. 

Election  to  hold,  instead  of  agent,  see 
Election  of  Remedies,  1,  2. 

UNDI;E  VfFLXnESCB. 

In  execution  of  will,  see  Wills,  3,  4. 

) 
UNFAIR  COMPETITION. 

See  Tradename,  3. 

UNIFOBMITT. 

In  local  improvement  assessments,  see 
Public  Improvements. 

UNIilQUIDATED  DAMAGES. 

Liability  for,  of  transferee  of  corporate 
assets  who  assumes  indebtedness, 
see  Corporations,  3. 

USES. 

C'linritable,  see  Charities, ' 
80  L.R~A.(N.S.) 


VACATION. 

Of  judgment,  see  Judgment,  14-10. 

VENDOR  AND  PURCHASEaC 

Right  to  recover  back  money  paid  for 
lands  under  invalid  contract,  see 
Contracts,  10. 

Covenants  between,  see  Covenants  and 
Conditions. 

Custom  of  relieving  purchaser  from 
burden  of  doctrine  of  caveat  emp- 
tor, see  Custom. 

Damages  in  action  by  grantee  whose 
unrecorded  title  has  been  destroyed 
by      subsequent      conveyance      bv 

g-antor  to  innocent  purchaser,  see 
amages,  5. 

Deeds,  see  Deeds. 

Rights  of  holder  of  recorded  deeu  with 
Icnowledge  of  prior  unrecorded  one, 
see  Equity,  I. 

Burden  of  establishing  good  faith  of 
purchase,  where  prior  unrecorded 
deed  exists,  see  Evidence,  4. 

Parol  evidence  of  conveyances  of  real 
estate,  see  Evidence,  15. 

Sufficiency  of  evidence  to  show  notic« 
of  prior  unrecorded  deed,  see  Evi- 
dence, 44. 

Power  of  executor  to  insert  in  deed  re- 
strictive covenanta  as  to  building 
lots,  see  Executors  and  Adminis- 
trators, 1. 

Sale  of  infant's  land,  see  Infants,  10. 

Validity,  as  to  subsequent  bona  fide 
purchaser,  of  unrecorded  deed,  eee 
Records  and  Recording  Laws. 

Righta  of  holder  of  recorded  deed  who 
saUsfles  of  record  mortgage  on 
property  with  knowledge  of  prior 
unrecorded   deed,   see   Subrogation. 

Nature  of  sale  of  timber,  see  Timber. 

1.  The  holder  of  an  unrecorded  deed  of 
land  may  maintain  an  action  against  the 
grantor  of  his  immediate  grantor,  whose 
deed  is  also  unrecorded,  for  damages  for 
loss  of  title  resulting  from  a  second  con- 
veyance of  the  land  by  the  original  grantor 
to  one  who  recorded  his  deed  and  conreved 
to  another,  who  also  recorded  his  deed,  if 
either  of  the  latter  grantees  are  innocent 
purchasers,  where  such  second  convey- 
ance by  the  original  grantor  was  made 
for  a  substantial  consideration,  and  with 
knowledge  that  he  was  placing  an  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  his  second  grantee 
which  might  be  used  to  destroy  the  title  he 
had  theretofore  conveyed,  notwithstanding 
plaintitt'  had,  subsequently  to  sudi  trans- 
action, but  prior  to  the  bringing  of  the  ac- 
tion for  such  loss  of  title,  executed  a  deed 
of  the  land  for  a  consideration  moving  from 
the  record  title  holder.  Hilligas  v.  Knns, 
a6:  a84,  124  N.  W.  926,  —  Neb.  — . 

(Annotated) 

2.  The  grantee  in  a  quitclaim  deed  exe- 
cuted for  a  nominal  consideration  cannot 
take  advantage  of  a  statute  requiring  con- 
veyances of  real  estate  to  be  recorded,  and 
thereby  defeat  the  title  held  under  an 
earlier  unrecorded  warranty  deed  executed 
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by  the  same  grantor  for  a  valuable  consid- 
eration, since,  in  order  to  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  recording  act,  he  must 
have  obtained  his  conveyance  for  a  valu- 
able consideration.  Morris  v.  Wicks, 
a6:  68i,  106  Pac.  1048,  81  Kan.  790. 

3.  The  mere  fact  that  a  conveyance  is  a 
quitclaim  will  not  deprive  the  grantee  there- 
in of  the  benefits  of  the  recording  act,  nor 
of  the  principle  of  law  protecting  bona  fide 
purchasers.  Hilligas  v.  Kuns,  a6:  284,  124 
jS.  W.  925,  —  Neb.  — . 

4.  A  grantee  in  a  quitclaim  deed,  with- 
out actual  notice,  is  entitled  to  protection 
ajrainst  a  prior  unrecorded  deed  from  the 
same  grantor,  under  a  statute  making  re- 
corded deeds  valid  against  bona  fide  pur- 
chasers from  the  date  of  their  filing  for  rec- 
ord. McDougall  v.  Murray,  a6:  159,  106 
Pac  490,  —  Wash.  — .  (Annotated) 


VENUE. 

Right  of  courts  of  one  stat^  to  enforce 
laws  of,  or  causes  of  action  arising 
in,  another  state,  see  Conflict  of 
Laws. 
As  to  jurisdiction  over  nonresidents, 
see  Courts. 

1.  The  common-law  rule  as  to  the 
bringing  of  actions  in  the  county  where  the 
subject-matter  is  located  is  changed  by  a 
statute  which  purports  to  provide  for  every 
contingency  as  to  the  bringing  of  suits. 
Coleman  v.  Lucksinger,  36:  934,  123  S.  W. 
441,  224  Mo.  1. 

2.  A  statute  making  an  action  for  in- 
jury to  real  property  local  will  not  be  ar- 
bitrarily enforced  where  the  injury  results 
from  a  cause  or  act  arising  or  occurring  in 
a  state  other  than  the  one  in  which  the 
property  is  situated.  Smith  v.  Southern 
R.  Co.  a6:  997,  123  S.  W.  678,  —  Ky.  — . 

3.  An  action  to  recover  damages  for 
breach  of  covenants  of  warranty  and  seisin 
in  a  deed  does  not  affect  the  title  to  real 
ectate,  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  re- 
quiring suits  affecting  title  to  be  brought 
in  the  county  where  the  land  is  located. 
Coleman  v.  Lucksinger,  a6:  934,  123  S.  vV. 
441,  224  Mo.  1.  (Annotated) 
Change. 

4.  A  change  of  venue  in  an  action  for 
assault  with  intent  to  kill  will  not  be  grant- 
ed upon  application  made  without  reason- 
able notice  to  the  prosecuting  attorney,  and 
after  a  jury  has  been  called  into  the  box  for 
examination, — espccinlly  where  it  appears 
that  the  confidence  of  the  court  has  been  un- 
fairly imposed  upon,  and  that  the  applica- 
tion is  made  merely  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting a  continuance.  Caples  v.  State,  36: 
1033,  104  Pac.  493,  —  Okla.  Crim.  Rep.  — . 


VERDICT. 

Review  of,  on  appeal,  see  Appeal  and 
Error,  21. 
.     Direction  of,  see  Trial,  21,  22. 

jA  L.R-A.(N.S.) 


VIADUCT. 

Construction  of,  In  street  by  railroad, 
see  Appeal  and  Error,  30;  Emi- 
nent Domain,  6. 

VOLUNTEEKS. 

Liability  for  injury  to,  see  Master  and 
Servant,  10. 

VOTERS   AND  EIjECTIONS. 

See  Elections. 

WAIVER. 

Of    right    to   appeal,  see    Appeal    and 

Error,  2. 
Of  rights  by  beneficiary  of  insurance, 

see  Insurance,  7. 
Of  right  to  have  verdict  returned  by 

jury,  see  Jury. 

WARDEN. 

Assault  by,  in  punishing  convict,  see 
Assault,  1. 

WAREHOUSEMEN. 

1.  A  warehousman,  whether  public  or 
private,  may  close  his  warehouse  to  all  pa- 
trons. Carley  v.  Offutt,  26:  1114,  124  S.  W. 
280,  —  Ky.  — . 

2.  A  warehouseman,  whether  public  or 
private,  who,  after  discovering  weevil  in 
the  building,  notifies  one  for  whom  he  is 
storing  wheat  of  the  trouble,  and  asks  him 
to  remove  his  wheat  to  permit  a  disinfec- 
tion of  the  building,  may,  in  case  the  latter 
refuses  to  do  so,  remove  the  wheat  and  add 
the  reasonable  cost  of  doing  so  to  the  stor- 
age charges.  Carley  v.  Offutt,  a6:  1114,  124 
S.  W.  280,  —  Ky.  — . 

Loss  of,  or  injury  to,  property. 

3.  A  statutory  provision  requiring  a 
warehouseman  to  advertise  the  fact  that  the 
warehouse  has  become  infected  does  not  ap- 
ply in  case  of  grain  stored  in  a  separate 
bin,  the  owner  of  which  has  knowledge,  or 
is  personally  notified,  of  the  trouble.  Car- 
ley  V.  Offutt,  a6:  1114,  124  S.  W.  280,  — 
Ky.  -. 

4.  A  warehouseman,  whether  public  or 
private,  who  has  received  wheat  for  storage 
in  a  separate  bin,  is  not  liable  for  injury 
to  it  by  weevil,  if,  after  discovering  that 
the  warehouse  had  become  infected  and  no- 
tifying the  bailor  to  remove  the  wheat,  he 
used  the  care  for  its  protection  which  might 
be  expected  of  a  person  of  ordinary  pru- 
dence. Carley  v.  Offutt,  36:  11 14,  124  S. 
W.  280,  —  Ky.  — .  (Annotated) 

WARNING. 

Duty  of  master  to  warn  lineman  of  de- 
fective insulation,  see  Master  and 
Servant,  4,  9. 

Delegation  to  servant  of  master's  duty 
aa  to,  see  Master  and  Servant,  14, 
16. 

WARRANTY. 

Breach  of  Covenant  of,  see  Covenant* 
and  Conditions,  1-5:  Damages,  1. 
63 
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WATEBS— WILLS. 


WATERS. 

Liability  of  railroad  for  obstructing 
drainage  from  lot,  see  Appeal  and 
Error,  30. 

As  to  issue  of  water  bonds,  see  Bonds, 
.    2-6,  7. 

Drains  and  Sewers,  see  Drains  and 
Sewers. 

Right  of  water  company  to  condemn 
land  for  switch  connection  with 
railroad,  see  Eminent  Domain,  1. 

Bight  of  water  company  to  condemn 
land  for  use  of  railroad,  see  Emi- 
nent Domain,  3. 

Power  of  municipality  to  condemn  right 
of  way  for  spur  track  used  in  con- 
nection with  waterworks,  see  Emi- 
nent Domain,  4. 

Liability  of  municipal  corporation  as 
to  surface  waters,  see  Municipal 
Corporations,  9,  10. 

Obstruction;  overflow. 

1.  To  render  one  liable  for  casting  the 
flood  water  of  a  river  onto  other  riparian 
property  by  the  erection  of  an  embankment 
upon  his  own,  the  amount  of  water  upon 
the  other  property  must  be  unduly,  as  well 
'as  materially,  increased.  Walters  v.  Mar- 
shalltown,  a6:  199,  120  K.  W.  1046,  —  Iowa, 

2  A  municipality  which,  acting  under 
statutory  authority  and  with  ordinary 
skill  and  prudence,  raises  the  grade  of  a 
street  so  as  to  confine  flood  water  of  a 
stream  to  the  channel,  is  not  liable  for  in- 
jury thereby  inflicted  upon  lower  riparian 
property  by  the  increased  flow  of  water 
over  it  Walters  v:  Marshalltown,  a6:  igg, 
120  N.  W.  1046,  —  Iowa,  — .  (Annotated) 
Pollution. 

3.  The  owner  of  land  on  which  a  small 
stream  arises  forming  a  small  pond  near  its 
source  cannot  be  enjoined  by  a  lower  ri- 
parian owner  from  letting  his  livestock  and 
geese  have  access  to  the  pond,  although  they 
pollute  the  water  to  some  extent,  since  the 
use  is  merely  a  reasonable  one,  which  he  is 
entitled  to  make.  McEvoy,  a6:  iaa,  106 
Pac.  851,  —  Wash.  — .  (Annotated) 

4.  A  nonriparian  appropriator  of  the 
water  of  a  stream  cannot  object  to  the 
maintenance  of  an  existing  hogpen  by  a 
riparian  owner,  near  the  head  spring.  Mc- 
Evoy T.  Taylor,  36:  aaa,  105  Pac.  851,  — 
Wash.  — . 

WAT. 

Easement  of,  see  Easements. 
Public  way,  see  Highways. 

WEEVIL. 

Injury  to  grain  in  warehouse  bj,  see 
Warehousemen,  4. 


WHARVES. 

Master's  liability  for  act  of  servaiit  in 
casting  off  moorings  of  vessel   at 
private    wharf,     see    Master    and 
Servant,  18;  Trial,  19. 
2C  L.R.A.(N.S.) 


WIDOW. 

Dower  of,  see  Dower. 

WILLS. 

As  to  charitable  b^questB  generally,  see 
Charities. 

What  law  governs  constmetion  of 
terms  in  agreements  compromising 
will  contest,  see  Conflict  of  Laws, 
7. 

Presumption  of  due  execution  from  re- 
cital of  attestation  clause,  see  Evi- 
dence, 27,  47. 

As  to  perpetuities,  see  Perpetuities. 

Trusts  under,  generally,  see  Trusts. 

Signature  of  testator. 

Presumption  of  reason  for  failure  (rf 
testatrix  to  sign  will,  see  Evidence, 
7. 

Sufficiency  of  evidence  to  show  that  sig- 
nature was  spurious,  see  Evidence, 
47. 

See  also  infra,  6. 

1.  A  ^recital  in  a  will  that  it  vat 
signed  by  testator,  or  that  he  had  set  bis 
hand  and  seal  to  it,  does  not  effect  its  va- 
lidity, although  the  signature  was  that  of 
another,  if  it  was  acknowledged  by  testator. 
Elston  V.  Montgomery,  afi:  400,  90  N.  E.  3, 
242  111.  348. 

2.  That  one  of  the  witnesses  to  a  will 
signs  before  the  testator  does  not  invalidate 
the  instrument,  under  a  statute  requiring 
signature  by  the  testator  and  subscriptioo 
in  the  presence  of  the  testator  by  two  or 
more  competent  witnesses,  where  the  whole 
execution  of  the  instrument  was  part  of  onf 
transaction,  and  testator  and  witness  all 
signed  in  the  presence  of  each  other.  Re 
Horn,  a6:  ixa6,  125  N.  W.  606,  —  Mich.  — . 

(Annotated) 
Undue  Influence. 

3.  That  a  woman  changed  her  mind  at 
the  solicitation  of  her  husband,  and  made  1 
will  which  she  would  not  have  made  but 
for  his  influence,  does  not  render  the  will 
invalid  for  undue  influence.  Re  Powrll. 
a6:  479>  m  N.  W.  821,  138  Iowa,  326. 

4.  That  a  widow,  in  making  her  wiM 
four  years  after  her  husband's  death,  felt 
herself  bound  by  a  promise  msile  him  as  to 
the  disposition  of  her  property,  and  fearrf 
his  displensiire  in  the  future  world  if  she 
did  not  comply  with  it,  wi>8  not  such  und'j^ 
influence  as  would  invalidate  the  will.  l> 
Powell,  a6:  479,  111  N.  W.  21.  138  Iowa,  S^S. 
Probate. 

Right  of  executor  to  recover  attorneys' 

fees  paid  in  securing  probate.  ».v 

Kxecutors   and   Administrators,  3. 

Joint  demurrer   to   pleading  objectiag 

to  probate,  see  Pleading,  15. 
Retrospective   effect  of   statute  as  to 
proof  of  loat  or  destroyed  will,  im 
Statutes,  IS. 
6.  Provisions  of  a  destroyed  will  which 
are  clearly  and  distinctly  proven  by  the  re- 
quisite number  of  witnesses  cannot  be  de- 
nied  probate  merely   because  other  prori- 
sions  of  t!:o  will  cannot  be  established,  if 
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they  would  be  entirely  unaffected  by  the 
latter  proviaiona,  where  the  statute  pro- 
vides that  no  will  shall  be  proven  as  a  lost 
or  destroyed  will  unless  its  provisions  are 
clearly  and  distinctly  proved  by  at  least 
two  credible  witnesses.  Re  Patterson,  a6: 
654,  102  Pac.  941,  155  Cal.  626.   (AnnoUted) 

6.  Proof  of  the  signature  of  testator 
is  not  necessary  to  sustain  the  probate  of 
a  will  where  the  witnesses  are  dead,  if  the 
statute  provides  that,  if  living,'  they  might 
have  testified  that  testator  aclinowledged 
the  will,  although  the  statute  also  pro- 
vides that  in  case  of  the  ^eath  of  the  wit- 
nesses the  court  may  admit  secondary  evi- 
dence, since  the  recitals  of  the  attestation 
clause  are  suOicient  to  show  that  the  re- 
quirements of  the  statute  necessary  to  the 
valid  execution  of  the  will  have  been  com- 
plied with.    Elaton  v.  Montgomery,  26:  430, 

.  00  N.  £.  '3,  242  III.  348. 

Holographic  will. 

7.  That  the  first  three  figures  in  the 
number  designating  the  year  in  the  date  of 
a  will  are  printed  instead  of  written  renders 
the  will  invalid  under  a  statute  providing 
that  a  holographic  will  is  one  that  is  en- 
tirely written,  dated,  and  signed  by 
the  testator  himself.  ,  Re  Noyes,  a6:  1145, 
105  Pac.  1017,  40  Mont.  190.  (AnnoUted.) 
Construction  generally. 

8.  In  construing  a  will,  the  intention  of 
the  testator,  expressed  therein,  must  prevail 
if  consistent  with  law.  Re  Rong  v.  Haller, 
a6:  825,  123  N.  W.  471,  —  Minn.  — . 

9.  If  the  language  of  a  will  be  reason- 
ably susceptible  of  two  constructions,  one 
of  which  would  invalidate  and  the  other 
sustain  it,  the  latter  must  be  adopted.  Re 
Rong,  26:  8a5,  123  N.  W.  471,  —  Minn.  — . 
Elqultable  conTcrslon. 

10.  A  direction  to  an  executor  to  sell 
real  estate  and  devote  the  proceeds  to  a 
charitable  use  operates  to  convert  the  real 
estate  into  personalty.  Re  Sacrison,  26: 
7*4,  123  N.  W.  518,  —  N.  D.  — 

nriRES. 

Electric  wires  generally,  see  Electricity. 

WITNESSES. 

Prejudicial    error   in    impeachment    of 
witness,  see  Appeal  and  Error,  27. 
Hypothetical   question   to   expert   wit- 
ness, see  Evidence,  20. 

Competency. 

1.  A  provision  in  a  statute  forbidding 
a  wife  to  testify  against  her  huiband,  thai 
26  L.RJ^.(NJ3.) 


it  shall  not  apply  to  a  eriminal  action,  or 
proceeding  for  a  crime  committed  by  one 
against  tbe^other,  does  not  operate  to  ren- 
der the  wife  a  competent  witness  in  a  pro- 
ceeding ogainst  him  for  burning  her  build- 
ings. State  V.  Kephart,  26:  1123,  '100  Pac. 
165,  —  Wash.  — . 

Cross-examination. 

Admissibility  in  evidence  of  cross- 
examination  in  depositions  on  sub- 
jects excluded  fn  chief,  see  Evi- 
dence, 11. 

2.  It  is  improper  to  ask  a  witness,  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  impeachment,  whether 
he  h^d  married  a  woman  with  whom  he  had 
committed  adultery.  Caples  v.  State,  36: 
1033,  104  Pac.  493,  —  Okla.  Crim.  Rep.  — . 

3.  Although  a  witness  may  be  asked 
on  cross-examination  if  he  has  ever  been 
conviited  of  any  felony  or  crime  involving 
want  of  moral  character,  it  is  improper  to 
ask  him,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  impeach- 
ment, if  he  had  been  indicted,  arrested,  or 
imprisoned,  prior  to  conviction,  for  any  of- 
fense 'whatever.  Caples  v.  State,  36:  1033, 
lt»4  Pac.  403,  —  Okla.  Crim.  Rep.  — . 
Corroboration. 

4.  To  corroborate  a  witness  testifying 
to  an  admission  by  one  accused  of  crime, 
that  he  carved  his  initials  in  a  door  near 
the  place  of  the  crime  on  its  date,  evidence 
is  admissible  that  the  initials  were  actually 
carved  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned. 
State  V.  Kent,  36:  950,  74  Atl.  389,  —  Vt.  — . 

5.  In  a  prosecution  for  rape,  the  com- 
plainant may  testify,  in  corroboration  of 
her  testimony  that  she  had  been  ravished, 
that  about  twenty  hours  after  the  alleged 
outrage  she  complained  thereof  to  her  hus- 
band; but  on  direct  examination  such  tes- 
timony should  be  confined  to  the  bare  fact 
that  complaint  was  made,  as  details  of  the 
event,  including  the  identity  of  the  person 
accused,  are  not  proper  subjects  of  inquiry, 
where  the  complaint  was  not  a  spontaneous, 
unpremeditated  statement  so  closely  con- 
nected with  the  act  as  to  be  part  of  the  res 
gest<E.  Henderson  v.  State,  26:  1149,  123  N. 
W.  469,  85  Neb.  444.  (Annotated) 

WOOD  ALCOHOL. 

Negligence  of  druggist  in  sale-  of,  see 
Appeal  and  Error,  24;  Drugs  and 
Druggists ;  Evidence,  25. 

WRIT  AND  PROCESS. 

Correction  of  decree  by  confession  as 
to  nonresident  not  properly  served. 
Bee  Appeal  and  Error,  38. 
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